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PROCEEDINGS  AND  DEBATES 


O  F 


THE   SENATE   OF   THE   UNITED    SPATES, 


AT  THE   FIRST  SESSION   OF  THE   EIGHTEENTH   CONGRESS,  BEGUN    AT   THE   CITY 

OF  WASHINGTON,  MONDAY,  DECEMBER  1,  1823. 


».  • 


Monday,  December  1,  1823.  | 

The  First  Session  of  the  Eighteenth  Congress,  i 
confornaably  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  commenced  this  day  at  the  City  of  Wash- 
iogtoD,  and  the  Senate  assembled. 
present: 
Samuel  Bell  and  John   F.  Parrott,  from 
New  Hampshire. 

James  Llovd,  from  Massachusetts. 
Henry   W.  Edwards   and   James   Lanman, 
from  Connecticut. 
Nehemiah  R.  Knight,  from  Rhode  Island. 
William  A.  Palmer  and  Horatio  Seymour, 
from  Vermont. 

RcFUs  King  and  Martin  Van  Buren,  from 
New  York. 

Mahlon  Dickerson  and  Joseph  McIlvaine, 
from  New  Jersey. 

Walter  Lowrie  and  William  Findlay,  from  ; 
Pennsylvania.  *" 

Samuel  Smith,  from  Maryland. 
James  Barbour,  from  Virginia.  ] 

Nathaniel  Macon,  from  North  Carolina. 
John  Gaillard  and  Robert  Y.  Hayne,  from 
South  Carolina. 
John  Elliott,  from  Georgia. 
IsHAM  Talbot,  from  Kentucky. 
Benjamin  Ruggles,  from  Ohio. 
James  Brown   and    Henry   Johnson,  from 
Louisiana. 

David  Holmes,  from  Mississippi. 
James   Noble    and   Waller   Taylor,  from 
Indiana. 

Jesse  B.  Jhomas,  from  Illinois. 
'    Joii^i -^Thandler  and    John    Hol.mes,  from 
Maine. 

David  Barton  and  Thomas  H.  Benton,  from 
Missouri. 

John  Gaillard,  President  pro  tevipore,  resumed 
the  Chair. 

Samuel  Bell,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  State  of  New  Hamphire,  for  the 
term  of  six  years,  coramencine  on  the  fourth  day 
of  March  last;  Henry  W.  Edwards,  appointed 
a  Senator  by  the  Executive  of  the  State  of  Con- 


necticut, in  the  place  of  Eujah  Boardman,  de- 
ceased ;  Ja.mes  Lloyd,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  for  the  term  oi  six 
years,  commencing  on  the  fourth  day  of  March 
last;  Joseph  McIlvaine,  appointed  a  Senator  by 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  to 
supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation 
of  Samuel  L.  Southard;  Robert  Y.  Hayne, 
appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  South  Carolina,  for  the  term  of  six  years, 
commencing  on  the  fourth  day  of  March  last; 
Henry  Johnson,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  for  the  term 
of  six  years,  commencing  on  the  fourth  day  of 
March  last;  and  Jesse  B.  Thomas,  appointed  a 
Senator  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Illinois, 
for  the  term  of  six  years,  commencing  on  the 
fourth  day  of  March  last, — respectively  produced 
their  credentials,  which  were  read  ;  and  the  oath 
prescribed  by  law  was  administered  to  them,  and 
they  took  their  seats  in  the  Senate. 

The  credentials  of  Thomas  H.  Williams,  ap- 
pointed a  Senator  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
of  Mississippi,  for  the  term  oisix  years,  commenc- 
ing on  the  fourth  day  of  March  last,  were  read. 

The  oath  was  also  administered  to  Mr.  Chan- 
dler, Mr.  Knight,  and  Mr.  Dickerson — their 
credentials  having  been  read  and  filed  during  the 
last  session. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Barbour,  it  was  agreed  that 
when  the  Senate  adjourn,  it  be  to  half  after  one 
o'clock,  P.  M.;  and,  on  motion,  the  Senate  ad- 
journed. 

Half  afUr  one  o^dock,  P.  M. 

The  usual  orders  for  the  appointment  of  Chap- 
\  lains ;  for  supplying  the  members  with  newspa- 
{  pers;  and  for  the  appointment  of  joint  committees 
on  enrolled  bills, — were  severally  passed. 

Messrs.  Barbour  and  Macon  were  appointed 

;  a  committee,  jointly,  with  such  as  the  House  laay 

i  appoint,  to  Wait  upon  the  President  of  the  United 

States,  and  inform  him  of  the  organization  of  the 

two  Houses,  and  of  their  readiness  to  receive  any 

communication  from  him;  and  then  the  Senate 

'  adjourned  to  11  o'clock  to-morrow. 
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TrESDAY.  December  2. 

Edward  Lloyd,  frorn  »he  Stale  of  Maryland ; 
and,  also,  Rthan  Allen  Brown,  from  the  State 
of  Ohio,  severally  attended. 

John  Branch,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  for  the 
term  of  six  years,  commencing  on  the  fourth  dav 
of  March  last,  produced  his  credentials,  which 
were  read,  and  the  oalb  prescribed  by  law  was  ad- 
ministered to  him;  and  the  oath  was  also  admin- 
istered to  Mr.  WiLLiAMa,  whose  credentials  were 
read  yesterday;  and  they  took  their  seats  in  the 
Senai^. 

Mr.  Barbolr,  of  the  jomt  committee  appointed 
to  wait  upon  the  President,  and  inform  him  of 
the  organization  of  the  two  Houses,  and  their 
readiness  to  receive  any  communication  from  him, 
reported,  that  the  Committee  had  attended  to  the 
duties  assigned  them  ;  and  that  the  President  was 
pleased  to  say,  that  he  would  communicate  with 
the  two  Houses,  by  Message,  this  day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chandler,  it  was  agreed 
that  the  Senate  will  meet  :it  twelve  o'clock  on  each 
day  of  its  session,  until  otherwise  ordered. 

Mr.  Lanman  submitted  the  following  resolution 
for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  Mountjoy  Ba^rly,  Doorkeeper  and 
Sergeanl-at-Arms  to  the  8enate,  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
authorized  to  employ  one  ae^istant  and  two  horses,  for 
the  purpose  of  performing  such  services  as  are  usually 
required  by  the  Doorkeeper  of  the  Senate,  which  ex- 
pense shall  be  paid  out  of  the  contingent  fund. 

The  resolution  was  read  twice  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  considered  4s  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole;  and  on  the  (juestion,  "Shall  this  resolu- 
tion be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time?'  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  President  communicated  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  with  the  statements 
made  in  obedience  to  a  joint  '"Resolution  re- 
quiring from  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and 
Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  an  annual 
statement  of  the  expenditures  from  the  contingent 
fund  of  the  two  Houses,""  approved  March  1st, 
1823;  which  were  read. 

REVOLUTIONARY  PENSIONERS,  Ac 

The  following  communications,  received  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  were  read,  and  ordered, 
with  the  accompanying  papers,  to  be  printed  : 

War  Departmk'»t.  December  1,  1S23. 

Sim:  Agreeably  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of 
the  United  States,  passed  on  the  Ist  of  March  last,  di- 
recting the  Secretary  of  War  to  report,  during  the  first 
week  of  the  present  session  of  Congress,  the  number 
of  RcTolutionary  pensioners  in  each  State,  at  this  time 
on  the  li.«<t,  and  ihe  amount  uf  money  received  or  re- 
ceivable in  each  State,  on  account  of  Revolutionary 
pensioners,  I  herewith  transmit  a  statement  showing 
the  number  of  such  pensioners  in  eafh  State  and  Ter- 
ritory of  the  United  States,  and  the  sum  receivable  an- 
nually in  each  on  account  of  said  pensioners. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 
Hon.  J.  Gaillard, 

President,  pro  fem.-fienate  U  .S. 


Statement  of  the  number  of 
receivable  by  them  in  the 
tories,  as  follows 

Maine         .         .        -         . 

New  Hampshire 

Massachusetts 

Connecticut        -         -         - 

Rhode  Island      -         -'       - 

Vermont     -         -         -         ■ 

New  York 

New  Jersey 

Pennsylvania 

Delaware    -         -         - 

Maryland    -         -         -  • 

Virginia      .         -         .         , 

North  Carolina  - 

South  Carolina   • 

Georgia       ... 

Kentucky    - 

East  Tennessee 

West  Tennessee 

Ohio  -         -         -         . 

Louisiana  -         -         -         • 

Indiana    .  - 

Illinois        .         -         -         . 

Missouri 

Alabama     - 

Mississippi 

Michigan    - 

Columbia    -         -         - 

Total 


Pensioners,  and  the  sums 
several  States  and  Terri- 


1,208 

936 

1,677 

859 

245 

1,000 

2,948 

433 

'947 

27 

222 

667 

236 

111 

42 

452 

96 

111 

661 

3 

106 

14 

i 

•J 

H 

9 

38 


$12.3,024 

85,584 

175,680 

87,504 

26,688 

102,912 

302,448 

14,208 

98,688 

2,736 

23,184 

67,200 

23,520 

11,232 

4,608 

16,704 

9,504 

11,520 

67,776 

388 

10.464 

1.344 

816 

I, COS 

913 

913 

1.334 


13,961   $1,334,788 


Dll*ABTME.^T  Ol    WaU, 

March  3,  1823 
Sir  :  In  compliance  wtth  a  resolution  of  the  Senate, 
directing  the  "Secretary  to  inform  the  Senate  of  the 
original  amount  of  a  judgment,  lately  obtained  by  the 
United  States,  in  the  district  court  of  the  Eastern  Dis- 
trict of  Pennsylvania,  against  Colonel  William  Du- 
ane,  and  what  credits  have  been  allowed  to  the  defend- 
ant since  the  date  of  the  judgment,  the  dates  of  such 
ciedits,  by  whom  given,  and  under  what  authority,"  I 
have  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  reports  of  the 
Third  and  Fifth  Auditors,  which  furnish  the  informa- 
tion required. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  ice. 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 
To  the  Priside>t  of  the  Srnate  V.  S. 

The  resolution  directing  the  supply  of  newspa- 
pers, having  been  reported  by  the  committee  cor- 
rectly engrossed,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE. 

The  following  Message  was  receivi:Hl  from  the 
Pres^ident  ok  the  U.mtkd  St.vtes: 

Fellow-citizens  of  the  Senate  and 

House  of  Representatives  : 
Many  important^  subjects  will  claim  your  attention 
during  the  present  session,  of  which  I  shall  endeavor 
to  give,  in  aid  of  your  deliberations,  a  just  idea  in  this 
communication.  I  undertake  this  duty  with  diffidence, 
from  the  vast  extent  of  the  interests  on  which  I  have 
to  treat,  and  of  their  great  importance  to  every  portion 
,  of  our  Union.  I  enter  on  it  with  xeal,  from  a  thor- 
ough conviction  that  there  never  was  a  period,  since 
the  establishment  of  our  Revolution,  when,  regarding 
the  condition  of  the  civilized  world,  and  its  bearing  on 
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u.,  there  was  greater  neceasity  for  derotit*  in  the  pub- !  ment  to  regulate  this  commerce  by  tr^ly,  a.  it  ha. 
"  '  .-  .1.  • .:_-  .i...:»-  «.  e^,  .;,fM.  r^m.    been  to  arrange,  in  Ilk*  manner,  the  luat  claim  of  tli« 


lie  servants  to  their  respective  duties,  or  for  virtue,  pa 
triotism,  and  union,  in  our  constituents. 

Meeting  in  you  a  new  Congress,   I  deem  it   proper 
to  present  this  view  of  public  aflfairs  in  greater  detail 
than  might  otherwise  be  necessary.     I  do  it,  however, 
with  peculiar  satisfaction,  from  a  knowledge  that,  in 
this  respect,  I  shall  comply  more  fully  with  the  sound 
principles  of  our  Government.    The  people  being  with 
ui  exclusively  the  sovereign,  it  is   indispensable   that 
full  information  be  laid  before  them  on  all  important 
subjects,  to  enable  them  to  exercise  that  high   power 
with  complete  c^'ect.     If  kept  in  the  dark,  they  must 
be  incompetent  to  it.     We  are  all  liable  to  error,  and 
those  who  are  engaged  in  the  management  of  public 
affairs  are  more  subject  to  excitement,  and   to  be  led 
astny  by  their  particular  interests  and   passions,  than 
the   great  body   of  our   constituents,   who,   living  at 
home,  in  the  pursuit  of  their  ordinary  avocation.-,  are 
calm  but  deeply  interested  spectators  of  evenU,  and  of 
the  conduct  of  those  who  are  parties  to  them.    To  the 
people,  every    Department   of  the   Government,   and 
every  individual  in  each,  are  responsible,  and  the  more 
full  their  information,  the  better  they  can  judge  of  the 
wiadom  of  the  policy  pursued,  and  of  the  conduct  of 
each  in  regard  to  it.     From  their  dispassionate  judg- 
ment, much  aid  may  always  be   obtained,  while   their 
approbation  will  form  the  greatest  incentive,  and  most 
gratifying  reward,  for  virtuous  actions,  and  the  dread 
of  their  censure  the  best  security  against  the  abuse  of 
their  confidence.     Their  interests,   in   all   vital   ques- 
tions, are  the  same,  and   the   bond    by  sentiment,  as 
well  as  by  interest,  will  be  proportionably  strengthened 
as  they  are  better  informed  of  the  real  state  of  public 
affairs,  especially  in  difficult  conjunctures.     It     4  by 
such  knowledge  that   local    prejudices    and  jealousies 
are  surmounted,  and  that  a  national  policy,  extending 
its  fostering  care  and  protection  to  all  the  great  inter- 
e«U  of  our  Union,  is  formed  and  steadily  adhered  to. 

A  precise  knowledge  of  our   relations  with  foreign 
Pow 


been  to  arrange,  in  like  manner,  the  just  claim  of  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States  inhabiting  the  States  and 
Territories  bordering  on  the  lakes  and  rivers  which 
empty  into  the  St.  Lawrence,  to  the  navigation  of  that 
river  to  the  ocean.  For  these  and  other  objects,  of 
high  importance  to  the  interests  of  both  parties,  a 
negotiation  has  been  opened  with  the  British  Got- 
ernment  which,  it  is  hoped,  will  have  a  satisfactory 
result. 

The  Commissioners  under  the  sixth  and  seventh 
articles  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  having  successfully 
closed  their  labors  in  relation  to  the  sixth,  have  pro- 
ceeded ttfN^hr^charge  of  thofte  relating  to  the  seventh. 
Their  progress  in  the  extensive  survey,  required  for 
the  performance  of  their  duties,  justifies  the  presump- 
tion that  it  will  be  completed  in  the  ensuing  year. 

The  negotiation  which  had  been  long  depending 
with  the  French  Government  on  several  important 
subjects,  and  particularly  for  a  just  indemnity  for 
losses  sustained  in  the  late  wars  by  the  citizens  of  the 
United  Sutes,  under  unjustifiable  seizures  and  confis- 
cations of  their  property,  has  not,  as  yet,  had  the  de- 
sired effect.  As  this  claim  resU  on  the  same  principle 
with  others  which  have  been  admitted  by  the  French 
Government,  it  is  not  perceived  on  what  jUst  ground 
it  can  be  rejected.  A  Minister  will  be  immediately 
appointed  to  proceed  to  France,  and  resume  the  ne- 
gotiation on  this  and  other  subjecu  which  may  arise 
between  the  two  nations. 

At  the  proposal  of  the  Russian  Imperial  Govern- 
ment, made  through  the  Minister  of  the  Emperor  re- 
siding here,  a  full  power  and  instructions  have  been 
transmitted  to  the  Minister  of  the  United  Sutea  at  8t. 
Petersburg,  to  arrange,  by  amicable  negotiation,  the 
respective  rights  and  interests  of  the  two  nations  on 
the  northwest  coast  of  this  continent.  A  similar  pro- 
posal had  been  made  by  His  Imperial  Majesty  to  the 
Government  of  Great  Brituin,  which  has  likewise  been 
acceded   to.     The   Government  of  the  United  SUtes 


nrecise  knowleJge  or   our   relations  v»iia  lunigu     •»-*-»-"—    '-•      .        ,  •      r        n  j-  »<• 

ers   as  respects  our  negotiations  and   transaction*^  has    been   desirous,   by  this    friendly    proceeding,    of 
ers,  SB  rtTBprLi.  «u.  ..  »,  .     .     ,  „      ;f.,.»;,,„   tho  ^rpat  vn  ii^  which  thev  have  invan- 


with  each,  is  thought  to  be  particularly  necessary. 
Equally  necessary  is  it,  that  we  should  form  a  just  es- 
timate of  our  resources,  revenue,  and  progress  in  every 
kind  of  improvement  connected  with  the  national 
prosperity  and  public  defence.  It  is  by  rendering  jus- 
tice to  other  nations,  that  we  may  expect  it  from  them. 
It  is  by  our  ability  to  resent  injuries,  and  redress 
wrongs,  that  we  may  avoid  them. 

The  Commissioners  under   the    fifth   article  of  the 
Treaty  of  (Jhent,  having  disagreed  in    their   opinions 
respecting  that  portion  of  the  boundarj-  between  the 
territories  of  the  United  States  and  of  b^reat  Britain, 
the   establishment   of  which   had    been  ^bmitted   to" 
them,  have  made  their  respective   reports,  m   compli- 
ance with  that  article,  that  the  same  might  be  referred 
to  the  decision  of  a  friendly  Power.    It  being  manifest, 
however,  that  it  would  be"  difficult,  if  not  impossible, 
for  any  Power  to  perlorm   that  office,  without   great 
delay  and  much  inconvenience  to  lUelf,  a  proposal  has 
been    made   by  this  Government,  and  acceded  to  by 
that  of  Great    Britain,  to   endeavor   to   establish    that 
boundary  by  amicable  negotiation.    It  appearing,  from 
long  experience,  that  no  satisfactory  arrangement  could 
be  formed  of  the  commercial  intercourse  between  the 
United  States  and  the  British   colonies  in   this  hemi- 
sphere, by  legislative  acts,  while  each   party  pursued 
its  own  course,  without  agreement  or  concert  with  the 
other,  a  proposal  bos  been  made  to  the  British  Govern- 


manifesting   the  great  value  which  they  have  invari- 
ably attached  to  the  friendship  of  the  Emperor,  and 
their   solicitude  to  cultivate  the   best    undersUnding 
with  his  Government.     In  the  discussions  to  which 
this  interest  has  given  rise,  and  in  the  arrangements 
by  which  they  may  terminate,  the  occasion  has  been 
judged  proper   for  asserting,  as  a  principle  in  which 
the  rights   and  interesU  of  the  United  States  are  in- 
volved, that  the  American  continenU,  by  the  free  and 
independent  condition  which  they  have  assumed  and 
maintain,  arc  henceforth  not  to  be  considered  as  sub- 
jects for  future  colonization  by  any  European  Power. 
Since  the  close  of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  th« 
commissioners  and  arbitrators  for  ascertaining  and  de- 
termining the  amount  of  indemnification  which  may 
be  due  to  citizens  of  the  United  States,  under  the  de- 
cision of  His  Imperial  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  Rus- 
sia,  in  conformity  to  the  convention  concluded  at  St. 
Petersburg,  on  the  twelfth  of  July,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twenty-two,  have  assembled  m  this  ci<^,, 
and  organized  themselves  as  a  board  for  the  perform- 
ance of  the   duties  assigned  to   them  by  that  treaty. 
The  commission  constituted  under  the  eleventh  article 
of  the  treaty  of  twenty-second  February,  one  thousand 
eight    hundred    and    nineteen,    between    the   United 
Slates  and  Spain,  is  also  in  session  here  ;  and  as  the 
term  of  three  years,  limited  by  the  treaty  for  the  exe- 
cution  of  the  trust,  will  expire  before  the  period  of  the 
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next  regular  meeting  of  Congress,  the  attention  of  the 
Legislature  will  be  drawn  to  the  measures  which  may 
be  necessary  to  accomplish  the  objects  for  which  the 
commission  was  instituted. 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  ot 
Representatives,  adopted  at  their  last  session,  instruc- 
tions have  tteen  given  to  all  the  Ministers  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  Accredited  to  the  Powers  of  Europe  and 
America,  to\propose  the  proscription  of  the  African 


The  actual  condition  of  the  public  flounces  more 
than  realizes  the  favorable  £n|icipations  that  were  en- 
tertained of  it  at  the  opening  (k  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress. On  the  first  of  January  there  was  a  balance  in 
the  Treasury  of  four  million*  two  hundred  and  thirty- 
seven  thousand  four  hundred  and  twenty-seven  dol- 
lars and  fifty-five  cents.  From\that  time  to  the  thirtieth 
of  September,  the  receipts  aniounted  to  upwards  of 
sixteen  millions  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  the 


lave  trade,  ^v  clausing  it  under  the  denominaUon,«  expenditures  to  eleven  millions /^jur  hundred  thousand, 
and  inflicting  'on  its  perpetrators  the  punishment  f  dollars.  During  the  fourth  quatler  of  the  year,  it  i» 
piracv.  Shoirid  this  proposal  be  acceded  to,  it  is  not  estimated  that  the  receipts  wiH  ^t  least  equal  the  ex- 
doubted  that  this  odious  and  criminal  practice  will  be  penditures,  and  that  there  will  remain  in  the  Treas- 
promptly  and  entirely  suppressed'  It  is  earnestly  ury,  on  the  first  day  of  January  next,  a  surplus  of 
"   that  it  will  be  acceded  to,  from  a  firm  belief    nearly  nine  millions  of  dollcrs. 


hoped 

that  it  is  the  most  effectual   expedient  that  can  be 

adopted  for  the  purpose. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  recent  war  between 
France  ayid  Spain,  it  was  declared  by  the  French 
Government  that  it  would  grant  no  commission  to 
privateers,  and  that  neither  the  commerce  of  Spain 
herself,  nor  of  neutral  nations,  should  be  molested  by 
the  naval  force  of  France,  except  in  the  breach  of  a 
lawful  blockade.  Tl^  declaration,  which  appears  to 
have  been  faithfully  carried  into  effect,  concurring 
with  principles  proclaimed  and  cherished  by  the  Uni- 
ted States,  from  the  first  establishment  of  their  inde- 
pendence, suggested  the  hope  that  the  time  had  ar- 
rived when  the  proposal  for  adopting  it  as  a  perma- 
nent and  invariable  rule  in  all  future  maritime  wars 
might  meet  the  favorable  consideration  of  the  great 
European  Powers.    Instructions  have  accordingly  been 

gi»en  to  our  Ministers  with  France,  Russia,  and  Great    cents,  both  of  which  are  redeemable  at  the  pleasure  of 
Britain,  to  make  those  proposals  to  their  respective    the  Government. 
Governments;  and,  when  the  friends  of  humanity  re- 
flect on  the  essential  amelioration  to  the  condition  of 
the  human  race,  which  would  result  from  the  aboli- 


On  the  firstof  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-five, a  large  amount  of  the  war  debt,  and  a  part  of  » 
the  Revolutianary  debt,  become  redeemable.  Addi- 
tional portions  of  the  former  will  continue  'to  becoyie 
redeemable,  annually,  until  the  year  eighteen  hundred 
and  thirty-five.  It  is  believed,  however,  that,  if  the 
United  States  remain  at  peace,  the  whole  of  that  debt 
may  be  redeemed  by  the  ordinary  revenue  of  those 
years,  during  that  period,  unde;  the  provision  of  the 
act  of  March  third,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventeen, 
creating  the  Sinking  Fund ;  and  in  that  case  the  only 
part  of  the  debt  that  will  remain,  after  the  year  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  thirty-fne,  will  be  the  neven  millions 
of  five  per  cent,  stock  subscribed  to  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  three  p<*r  cent.  Revolutionary 
debt,  amounting  to  thirteen  millions  two  hundred  and 
ninety-six  thousand  and  ninety-nine  dollars  and  six 


The  state  of  the  Army,  and  its  organization  and  dis- 
cipline, has  been  gradually  improving  for  several  years, 
-and  has  now  attained  a  high  degree  of  perfection.  The 
tion  of  private  war  on  the  sea,  and  on  the  great  facility  military  disbursementii  have  been  regularly  made,  and 
by  which  it  might  be  accomplished,  requiring  only  the  the  accounts  regularly  and  promptly  rendered  for  set- 
consent  of  a  few  sovereigns,  an  earnest  hope  is  in-  " 
dulged  that  these  overtures  will  meet  with  an  atten- 
tion, animated  by  the  spirit  in  which  they  were  made, 
and  that  they  will  ultimately  be  successful. 

The  Ministers  who  were  AfpoXxited  to  the  Republics 


tlement.  The  suppfies  of  various  descriptions  have 
l>een  of  good  quality,  and  regularly  issued  at  all  of 
the  posts.  A  system  of  economy  and  accountability 
has  been  introduced  into  every  branch  of  the  service, 

^     which  admit8  of  little  additional  improvement.     Thi« 

of  Colombia  and  Buenos  A'/reC'^during  the  las^ses-     '^<?«»f»l'l«  •^a^*  l»as  been  attained  by  the  act  reorganir- 


sion  of  Congress,  proceeded,  shortly  afterwards,  to 
their  destinations.  Of  their  arrival  there,  official  in- 
telligence has  not  yet  b.een  received.  The  .Minister 
appointed  to  the  Republic  of  Chili  will  sail  in  a  few 
days.  .\n  early  appointment  will  also  be  mt^Je  to 
Mexico.  A  Minister  has  been  received  from  Colom- 
bia, and  the  other  Governments  have  been  informed 
that  Ministers,  or  diplomatic  agents  of  inferior  grade, 
would  be  received  from  each,  accordingly  as  they 
might  prefer  the  one  or  the  other. 

The  Minister  appointed  to  Spain  proceeded,  soon 
after  his  appointment,  for  Cadiz,  the  residence  of  the 
Sovereign  to  whom  he  was  accredited.  In  approach- 
ing thaf  port,  ihe  frigate  which  conveyed  him  wa« 
warned  oil  by  the  commander  of  the  French  squadron, 
by  which  it  was  blockaded,  and  not  permitted  to  enter, 
although  apprized,  by  the  captain  of  the  frigate,  of  the 


ing  the  staff  of  the  Army,  passed  on  the  fourteenth  of 
April,  eighteen  hundred  and  eighteen. 

The  moneys  appropriated  for  fortifications  have  been 
regularly  and  economically  applied,  and  all  the  works 
advanced  as  rapidly  as  the  amount  appropriated  would 
admit.  Three  important  works  will  be  completed 
in  the  course  of  t^e  year;  that  is.  Fort  Washington, 
Fort  Delaware,  and  the  fort  at  the  Rigolets,  in  Lou- 
isiana, ''i 

The  Board  of  Engineers,  and  the  Topographical 
corps,  have  been  in  constant  and  active  service,  in  sur- 
veying the  coast,  and  projecting  the  works  necessary 
for  its  defence. 

The  Military  Academy  has  attained  a  degree  of  per- 
fection in  Its  discipline  and  instruction,  equal,  it  is 
believed,  to  any  institution  of  its  kind  in  any  country. 

The  money  appropriated  for  the  use  of  the  Ordnance 


public  character  of  the  p«rson  whom  he  had  on  board,     department  has   been  regularly  and  economically  ap 
the  landing  of  whom  was  the  sole  object  of  his  pro-  .  plied.     The  fabrication  of  arms  at  the  national  armo 


posed  entry.  This  act,  being  considered  an  infringe 
ment  of  the  rights  of  ambassadors  and  of  nations,  will 
form  a  just  cause  of  complaint  to  the  Government 
of  France,  against  the  officer  by  whom  it  was  com- 
mitted. 


ries.  and  by  contract  with  the  department,  has  been 
gradually  improving  in  quality  and  cheapness.  It  is 
believed  that  their  quality  is  now  such  as  to  admit  of 
but  little  improvement. 

The  completion  of  the  fortifications  renders  it  ne- 
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cessary  that  there  should   be  a  suitable  appropriation  I 
for  the  purpose  of  fabricating  the  cannon  and  carriages 
necessary  for  those  works. 

Under  the  appropriation  of  five  thousand  dollars  for 
exploring  the  Western  waters  for  the  location  of  a  fite 
for  a  Western  armory,  a  commission  was  instituted,  I 
consisting  of  Colonel  McRee.  Colonel  Lee,  and  Cap- 
tain Talcolt.  who  have  been  engaged  in  exploring  the 
country.  They  have  not  yet  reported  the  result  of 
their  labors,  but  it  is  believed  that  they  wilf  be  pre- 
pared to  do  it  at  an  early  part  of  the  session  of  Con- 
gress. I 

During  the  month  of  June  last.  General  Ashley  and 
his  party,  who  were  trading  under  a  license  from  the 
Government,  were  attacked  by  the  Ricarees  while 
peaceably  trading  with  the  Indiani^,  at  their  request. 
Several  of  the  party  wtre  killed  and  wounded,  and  '. 
their  jiroperty  taken  or  destroyed.  | 

Colonel  Leavenworth, who  commanded  Fort  Alkin-  : 
son,  at  the  Council  Bluffs,  the  most  western  post.  ' 
apprehending  that  the  hostile  spirit  of  the  Ricarees 
would  eitend  to  other  tril>es  in  that  quarter,  and  that 
thereby  the  lives  of  the  traders  on  the  .Missouri,  and  , 
the  peace  of  the  frontier,  would  be  endangered,  took  i 
immediate  measures  to  check  the  evil.  -I 

With  a  detachment  of  the  regiment  stationed  at  the 
""'Bluffs,   he     sucressfuUji  attacked  the  Ricaree  village,  . 
and   it    is  ho{)ed   that    such  an  impression    has  been 
made  on  them,  as  welf^as  on  the  other  tribes  on  the  ; 
Missouri,  as  will   prevent  a  recurrence  of  future  hos- 
tility. ^ 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  whfch  is  here- 
with transmitted,  will  exhibit,  in  great^  detail,  the 
condition  of  the  department  in  its  various  branches, 
and  th^  progress  which  has  been  made  in  its  admin- 
istration, during  the  three  first  quarters  of  the  year. 

I    transtnit  a  return   of  the   militia   of  the   several 
■    Stales,  according  to  the  last  reports  which  have  been 
made  by  the  proper  ofllicers  in  each,  to  the  Department 
of  War.     By  reference  to  this  return,  it  will  be  seen 
that  it  is  not  complete,  although  great  exertions  have 
been  made  to  make  it  so.     As  the  defence,  and  even 
the  lil»erties  of  the  country,  must  depend,  in  times  of 
imminent  danger,  on  the  militia,  it  is  of  the  highest 
impiortance,  that  it  be  well  organized,  armed,  and  dis- 
ciplined, throuRhout   the   Union.      The  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  War  shows  the  progress  made  during  the 
three  fir^t  quarters  of  the  present  year,  by  the  appli- 
cation of  the  fund  appropriated  for  arming  the  militia. 
Much  difficulty  is  found  in  distributing  the  arms  ac- 
cording to  the  act  of  Congress  providing  for  it,  from 
the  failure  of  the  proper  departments  in  many  of  the 
States,  to  make  regular  returns.     The  act  of  .May  the 
twelfth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty,  pro- 
vides that  the  system  of  tactics  and  regulations  of  the 
Various  corps  of  the  regular  Army,  shall  be  extended 
to  the  militia.     This  act  has   been  very  imjierfectly 
executed,  from  the  want  of  uniformity  in  the  organi- 
zation of  the  militia,  proceeding  from  the  defects  of 
the  system  itself,  and  especially  in  its  application  to 
I  that  main  arm  of  the  public  defence.     It  is  thought 
that  this  important  subject,  yj  all  its  branches,  merits 
the  attention  of  Congress. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  which  is 
now  communicated,  furnishes  an  account  of  the  ad- 
ministration of  that  department,  for  the  three  first 
quarters  of  the  present  year,  with  the  progress  made 
in  augmenting  the  Navy,  and  the  manner  in  which 
the  vessels  in  commission  have  been  employed. 


The  usual  force  has  been  maintained  in  the  Medi- 
terranean sea,  the  Pacific  ocean,  and  along  the  Atlan- 
tic coast,  and  has  afforded  the  necessary  protection  to 
our  commerce  in  those  seas. 

In  the  West  Indies  and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  our 
naval  force  has  been  augmented,  by  the  addition  of 
several  small  vessels,  provided  for  by  the  "  act  author- 
izing an  additional  naval  force  for  the  suppression  of 
piracy,*'  passed  by  Congress  at  their  last  session. 
That  armament  has  been  eminently  successful  in  the 
accomplishment  of  its  object.  The  piracies  by  which 
our  commerce  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Island  of 
Cuba  had  been  afflicted,  have  been  repressed,  and 
the  confidence  of  our  merchants,  in  a  great  measure, 
restored. 

The  patriotic  zeal  and  enterprise  of  Comthodorc 
Porter,  to  whom  the  command  of  the  expedition  was 
confided,  has  been  fully  seconded  by  the  officers  and 
men  under  his  command.  And,  in  reflecting  with 
high  satisfaction,  on  the  honorable  manner  in  which 
they  have  sustained  tha  reputation  of  their  country 
and  its  Navy,  the  sentiment  is  alloyed  only  by  a  con- 
cern, that,  in  the  fulfilment  of  that  arduous  8ervic.e, 
the  diseases  incident  to  the  season,  and  to  the  climate 
in  which  it  was  discharged,  have  deprived  the  nation 
of  many  useful  lives,  and  among  them  of  several 
officers  of  great  promise. 

In  the  month   of  August,  a  very  malignant  fever 
-made   its   appearance   at    Thompson's   Island,  which 
threatened  the  destruction  of  our  station  there.    Many 
perished,    and  the  commanding  officer  was  severely 
attacked.     Uncertain  as  to  his  fate,  and  knowing  that 
most  of  the  medical  officers  had  been  rendered  inca- 
pable of  discharging  their  duties,  it  was  thought  ex- 
pedient to  send  to  that  post  an  officer  of  rank  and 
experience,   with   several  skilful    surgeons,    to  ascer- 
tain the   origin  of  the   fever,  and  the  probability  of 
its  recurrence    there    in    future   seasons;    to   furnish 
:  every  assistance  to  those  who  were  suffering,  and,  if 
practicable,  to  avoid  the  necessity  of  abandoning  so 
im[)ortant  a   station.       Commodore   Rodgers,   with  a 
[  promptitude  wliich  did  him  honor,  cheerfully  accepted 
;  that  trust,  and  has  discharged  it  in  the  manner  antici- 
\  pated  from  his  skill  and  patriotism.    Before  his  arrival, 
'  Commodore  Porter,  with  the  greater  part  of  the  squ«d- 
I  ron,  had  removed  from  the  island,  and  returned  to  the 
j  United  States,  in  consequence  of  the  prevailing  sick- 
ness.      Much    useful  information  has  however   been 
I  obtained,  as  to  the  state  of  the  island,  and  great  relief 
'  afforded  to  those  who  had  been  necessarily  left  there. 

!      Although  our  expedition,  co-operating  with  an  in- 
'  vigorated  administration  of  the  government  of  the  Isl- 
i  and  of  Cuba,  and  with  the  corresponding  active  exer- 
I  tions  of  a  British  naval  force  in  the  same  seas,  have 
I  almost  entirely  destroyed  the  unlicensed  piracies  from 
I  that  island,  the  success  of  our  exertions  has  not  been 
I  equally  effectual  to  suppress  the  same  crime,  under 
I  other  pretences  and  colors,  in  the  neighboring  island 
of  Porto  Rico.     They  have  been  committed  there  un- 
der the  abusive  issue  of  Spanish  commissions.     At  an 
early  period  of  the  present  year,  remonstrances  were 
made  to  the  Governor  of  that  island,  by  an  agent,  who 
was   sent  for  the   purpose,  against   those  outrages  on 
the  peaceful  commerce  of  the  United  States,  of  which 
many  had  occurred.     That  officer,  professing  his  own 
want  of  authority  to   make  satisfaction  for  our  just 
complaints,   answered  only  by  a  reference  of  them  to 
the  Government  of  Spain.     The  Minister  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  that  Court  was   specially  instructed   to 
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urge  the  nccewity  of  the  immediate  and  effectual  in- 
terposition of  that  Government,  directing  restituUon 
and  indemnity  for  wrongs  already  committed,  and  in- 
terdicting the  repetition  of  them.  The  Minister,  as 
has  been  seen,  was  debarred  access  to  the  Spanish 
Government,  and,  in  the  mean  time,  several  new  cases 
of  flagrant  outrage  have  occurred,  and  citizens  of  the 

United  States  in  the  Island  of  Porto  Rico  have  suffered,  , .  .   i  „  ^f  i..i„  i 

and  others  been  threatened  with  assassination,  for  as-  1  partment   to  contractor,  on  the  first  day  of  July  1 
serting  theu  unquestionable  rights,   even   before  the  ,  twenty-six  thousand  five  hundred  and  forty-eight  do!- 

lawful  tribunals  of  the  country.  '^^VJe^^rp^rtir  of  the  mail,  within  five  ye.r. 

The  usual  orders  have  been  given  to  all  our  public  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^j^  „te„jpj^  .^j  ^^.e  expenditures 

ships,  to  seize  American  vessels  engaged  in  the  stave  r^^^^  Department  proportion  ably  increased.   Although 

trade,  and  bring  them  in  for  adjudication,  and  I  have  ^^^  postage,  which  has  accrued  within  the  last  three 


two  hundred  a^id  fifty-six  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  forty-nine  dollars  and  thirty-one  cenU ;  making 
a  total  amount  of  balances  due  to  the  Department,  of 
three  hundred  and  ninety-one  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  ninety-four  dollars  and  fifty-nine  cent*.  These 
balances  embrace  all  delir.qucncie*  of  postmasters  and 
contractors,  which  have  taken  place  since  the  organi- 
zation of  the  Department.     There  was  due  by  the  De- 


the  gratification  to  state,  that  not  one  so  employed  has 
been  discovered,  and  there  is  good  reason  to  believe 
that  our  flag  is  now  seldom,  if  at  all,  disgraced  by  that 
traflic. 

It  is  a  source  of  great  satisfaction,  that  we  are  al- 
ways enabled  to  recur  to  the  conduct  of  our  Navy 
with  pride  and  commendation.  As  a  means  of  na- 
tional defence,  it  enjoys  the  public  confidence,  and  is 
steadily  assuming  additional  importance.  It  is  sub- 
mittedi  whether  a  more  efficient  and  equally  econom- 
ical organization  of  it  might  not,  in  several  respecU, 
be  effected.  It  is  supposed  that  higher  grades  than 
now  exist  by  law.  would  be  useful.  They  would  af- 
ford well-merited  rewards  to  those  who  have  long  and 
faithfully  served  their  country  ;  present  the  best  incen- 
tives to  good  conduct,  and  the  best  means  of  insuring 
a  proper  discipline ;  destroy  the  inequality  in  that  re- 
spect between  military  and  naval  services  ;  and  relieve 
our  officers  from  many  inconveniences  and  mortifica- 
tions, which  occur  when  our  vessels  meet  those  of 
other  nations — ours  being  the  only  service  in  which 
such  grades  do  not  exist.  ,  , 

A  report  of  the  Postmaster  General,  which  accom- 
panies this  communication,  will  show  the  present 
state  of  the  Post  Office  Department,  and  its  general 
operations  for  some  years  past. 

There  is  established   by  law  eighty-eight  thousand 


postage, 
years,  has  fallen  short  of  the  expenditures  two  hundred 
and  sixty-two  thousaud  eight  hundred  and  twenty-one 
dollars  and  forty-six  cents,  it  appears  that  collections 
have  been  made,  from  the  outstanding  balances,  to 
meet  the  principal  part  of  the  current  demands. 

It  is  estimated  that  not  mure  than  two  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars  of  the  above  balances  can 
be  collected,  and  that  a  considerable  part  of  this  sum 
can  only  be  realized  by  a  resort  to  legal  process.  Some 
improvement  in  the  receipts  for  postage,  is  expected.  A 
prompt  attention  to  the  collection  of  moneys  received 
by  postmasters,  it  is  believed,  will  enable  the  Depart- 
ment to  continue  its  operations  without  aid  from  the 
Treasury,  unless  the  expenditure  shall  be  increased 
by  the  establishment  of  new  mail  routes. 

A  revision  of  some  parts  of  the  pont  office  law  may 
be  necessary  ;  and  it  is  submitted,  whether  it  would 
not  be  proper  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  post- 
masters, where  the  compensation  exceeds  a  certain 
amount,  by  nomination  to  the  Senate,  as  other  officers 
of  the.  Ge;>eral  Government  are  appointed. 

Having  communicated  my  \iew»*  to  Congress,  at 
the  commencement  of  the  last  session,  respecting  the 
encouragement  which  ought  to  be  given  to  our  man- 
ufactures, and  the  principle  on  which  it  should  be 
founded,  I  have  only  to  add,  that  those  views  remain 
unchanged,  and  that  the  present  state  uf  those  coun- 


six  hundred   miles  of  post  roads,  on  which  the  mail    tries  with  which  we  have  the  most  immediate  political 


is  now  transported  eighty-five  thousand  seven  hundred 
miles ;  and  contracts  have  been  made  for  its  transporta- 
tion on  all  the  established  routes,  with  one  or  two 
exceptions.  There  are  five  thousand  two  hundred 
and  torty  post  oflSces  in  the  Union,  and  as  many  post 


relations,  and  greatest  commercial  intercourse,  tends 
to  confirm  them.  Under  this  impression,  I  recom- 
mend a  review  of  the  tantT,  for  the  purpose  of  afford- 
ing such  additional  protection  to  those  articles  which 
we  are   prepared  to  manufacture,  or  which  are  more 


masters.    The  gross  amount  of  postage  which  actrued     immediately    connected   with   for    defence  and    inde- 
from  the  first  of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and    pendence  of  the  country. 

twenty-two,  to  the  first  of  July,  one  thousand  eight  j  The  actual  state  of  the  public  accounts,  furnishes 
hundred  and  twenty-three,  was  one  million  one  hun-  additional  evidence  of  the  efficiency  of  the  present  sys- 
dred  and  fourteen  thousand  three  hundred  and  forty-  '  tem  of  accountability,  m  relation  to  the  public  expen- 
five  dollars  and  twelve  cents.  During  the  same  pe-  I  diture.  Of  the  moneys  drawn  from  the  Treasury, 
riod,  the  expenditures  of  the  Post  Office  Department  since  the  fourth  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
amounted  to  one  million  one  hundred  and  sixty-nine  and  seventeen,  the  sum  remaining  unaccountcjl  for, 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-five  dollars  and  i  on  the  thirtieth  of  September  last,  is  more  than  a  rail- 
fifty-one  cents;  and  consisted  of  the  following  items;  |  lion  and  a  half  of  dollars  less  than  on  the  thirtieth  of 


compensation  to  postmasters,  three  hundred  and  fifty- 
three  thousand  nine  hundred  and  ninety-five  dollars 
and  ninety-eighl  cenU ;  incidental  expenses,  thirty 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-six  dollars  and  thir- 
ty-seven cents;  transportation  of  the  mail,  seven  hun- 
dred and  eighty-four  thousand  six  hundre^  dollars  and 
eight  cents;  payments  into  the  Treasury,  four  hun- 
dred and  twenty-three  dollars  and  eight  cents.  On 
the  first  of  July  last,  there  was  due  to  Jhe  Department, 
from  postmasters,  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  thou- 
sand two  hundred  and  forty-five  dollars  and  twenty- 
eigh;  cents:  from   late  postmasters  and  contractors. 


September  preceding ;  and  during  the  same  period,  a 
reduction  of  nearly  a  million  of  dollars  has  been  made 
in  the  amount  of  the  unsettled  accounts  for  moneys 
advanced  previously  to  the  fourth  ot  March,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  seventeen.  It  will  t>e  obvious 
that,  in  proportion  as  the  mass  of  accounts  of  the  latter 
description  is  diminished,  by  settlement,  the  difficulty 
of  settling  the  residue  is  increased,  Irom  the  considera- 
tion, that,  in  many  instances,  it  can  be  obt.iined  only 
by  legal  process.  For  more  precise  details  on  this 
subject,  I  refer  to  a  report  from  the  First  Comptroller 
of  the  Treasury. 
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Presid-ent'' s  Annual  message. 


Sbmatb. 


port  of  Presque  Isle,  in  Pennsylvania,  in  order  to 
make  an  estimate  of  the  expense  of  removing  the  ob- 
structions to  the  entrance,  with  a  plan  of  the  best 
mode  of  effecting  the  same,  under  the  appropriation 
for  that  purpose,  by  act  of  Congress,  passed  the  3d  of 
March  last.  The  report  of  the  board  accompanies  the 
papers  from  the  War  Department,   and   is  submitted 


The  sum  which  was  appropriated  at  the  last  session, 
for  the  repair  of  the  Cumberland  road,  has  been  ap- 
plied with  good  effect  to  thfit  object.  A  final  report 
has  not  been  received  from  the  agent  who  was  ap- 
pointed to  superintend  it.  As  soon  as  it  is  received, 
it  shall  be  communicated  to  Congress. 

Many  patriotic  and  enlightened  citizens,  who  have    .    .  , 

made  the  subject  an  object  ef  particular  investigation,    '»'  ^^^  consideration  of  Congress 
have   suggested  an   improvement  of  still  greater  im-  j      A  strong  hope  has  been  long  entertained,  founded 
portance.     They  are  of  opinion  that  the  waters  of  the  |  on  the  heroic  struggle  of  the  Greeks,  that  they  would 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  may  be  connected  together,  by  ■  succeed  in  their   contest,  and  resume  their  equal  sta 
one    continued    canal,  and  at  an   expense  far  short  of  j  tion  among  the  nations  of  the   earth.      ''   '"  '    '-  -- 
the  value  and  importance  of  the  object  to  be  obtained. 
If  this  could  be  accomplished,  it  is  impossible  to  cal- 
culate the  beneficial  consequences  which  would  result 
from  It.     A  great  portion  of  the   produce  of  the  very 
fertile  country  through  which  it  will  pass,  would  find 
a   market  through  that    channel.     Troops  might   be 
moved  with  great  facility  in  war,   with  cannon,  and 
every  kind  of  munition,  and  in  either  direction.    Con- 


It  is  believed 
that  the  whole  civilized  world  takes  a  deep  interest  in 
their  welfare.  Although  no  Power  has  declared  in 
their  favor,  yet  none,  according  to  our  information, 
has  taken  part  against  them.  Their  cause  and  their 
name  have  protected  them  from  dangers,  which  might, 
ere  this,  have  overwhelmed  any  other  people.  The 
ordinary  calculations  of  interest,  and  of  acquisition, 
with  a  view  to  aggrandizement,  which  mingle  so  much 


necting  the  Atlantic  with  the  Western  country,  in  a    in  the  transactions  of  nations,  seem    to  have  had  no 


line  passing  through  the  Seat  oi  the  National  fJov- 
ernment,  it  would  contribute  e.<8entially  to  strengthen 
the  bond  of  union  itself.  Believing,  as  I  do,  that 
Congress  have  the  right  to  appropriate  money  for  such 
s  national  object,  (the  jurisdiction  remaining  to  the 
States  through  which  the  canal  would  pass,)  I  submit 
it  to  your  consideration  whether  it  may  not  be  advis- 
able to  authorize,  by  an  adequate  appropriation,  the 
employment  of  a  suitable  number  of  the  officers  of  the 
corps  uf  engineers,  to  examine  the  unexplored  ground, 
during  the  next  season,  and  to  report  their  opinion 
thereon.  It  will  likewise  be  proper  to  extend  their 
examination  to  the  several  routes  through  which  the 
waters  of  the  Ohio  may  be  connected,  by  canals,  with 
those  of  Lake  Erie. 

As  the  Cumberland  road  will  require  annual  re- 
pairs, and  Congress  ha\e  not  thought  it  expedient  to 
recommend  to  the  States  an  amendment  to  the  Con- 
stitution, fur  the  purpose  of  vesting  in  the  United 
States  a  power  to  adopt  and  execute  a  system  of  in- 
ternal improvement,  it  is  also  submitted  to  your  con-  j 
sideration,  whether  it  may  not  be  expedient  to  author-  1 
ize  the  Executive  to  enter  into  an  arrangement  with 
the  several  States  through  which  the  road  passes,  to 
establish  tolls,  each  within  iu  limits,  for  the  purpose 
of  dtlraying  the  expense  of  future  repairs,  and  of  pro- 
viding, also,  by  suitable  penalties,  for  its  protection 
against  future  injuries.  ^ 

The  act  of  Congress   of  the    seventh  of  May,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-two,  appropriated 
the  sum  of  twenty-two  thousand  seven  hundred  dol- 
lars for  the  purpose  of  erecting  two  piers  as  a  shelter 
for  vessels  from  ice,  near  Cape    Henlopen,  Delaware 
Bay.     To  effect  the  object  of  the  act,  the  oflScers  of 
the  board  of  Engineers,  with  Commodore  Bainbridge, 
were  directed  to  prepare  plans  and  estimates  of  piers 
sufficient  to  answer  the  purpose  intended  by  the  act. 
It  appears  by  their  report,  which  accompanies  the  doc- 
uments from   the    War  Department,  that  the  appro- 
priation  is   not   adequate    to   the   purpose    intended ; 
and,  as  the  piers  would  be  of  great  service,  both  to 
the  navigation  of  the  Delaware  Bay,  and  the  protec- 
tion of  vessels  on   the   adjacent  parts  of  the   coast,  I 
submit    to    the   consideration    of    Congress    whether 
additional  and  sufficient  appropriation  should  not  be 
made. 

The   Boird  of  Engineers   were  also  directed  to  ex- 
amine  and  survey    the   entrance  of  the  harbor  of  the 


effect  in  regard  to  them.  From  the  facts  which  have 
come  to  our  knowledge,  there  is  good  cause  to  believe 
that  their  enemy  has  lost  forever  all  dominion  over 
them  ;  that  Greece  will  become  again  an  independent 
nation.  That  she  may  obtain  that  rank,  is  the  ob- 
ject of  our  most  ardent  wishes. 

It  was  stated  at  the  commencement  of  the  last  ses- 
sion, that  a  great   effort  was  then  making  in  Spain 
and  Portugal  to  improve  the  condition   of  the  people 
of  those   countries,  and   that  it  appeared  to  be  con- 
ducted with  extraordinary  moderation.    It  need  scarce- 
ly be  remarked,  that  the  result  has  been,  so  far,  very 
different  from  what  was  then  anticipated.     Of  events 
in  that  quarter  of  the  globe,  with  which   we  have  so 
much  intercourse,  and  from  which  we  derive  our  ori- 
gin, we  have  always  been  anxious  and  interested  spec- 
tators.     The  citizens    of  the    United    States  cherish 
sentiments  the  most  friendly,  in  favor  of  the  liberty 
and  happiness  of  their  fellow-men  on  that  side  of  the 
Atlantic.     In  the  wars  of  the  European  Powers,   in 
matters  relating  to  themselves,  we  have  never  taken 
any  part^  nor  docs  it  comport  with  our  policy  so  to 
do.     It  is  only    when   our   rights  are   invaded,    or  se- 
riously menaced,    that  we    resent  injuries,  or    make 
preparation   for  our   defence.     With  the  movements 
in  this  hemisphere,  we  are,  of  necessity,  more  imme- 
diately connected,  and  by  causes  which  must  be  ob- 
vious to  all  enlightened  and  impartial  observers.    The 
political  system  of  the   allied   Powers   is   esssentially 
different,  in  this  respect,  from  that  of  America.    This 
difference  proceeds  from  that   which  exists  in    their 
respective  Governments.     And  to  the  defence   of  our 
own,  which  has  been  achieved  by  the  loss  of  so  much 
blood   and  treasure,   and  matured   by  the   wisdom  of 
their  most  enlightened  citizens,  and  under  which  we 
have  enjoyed   unexampled  felicity,  this  whole  nation 
is  devoted.      We  owe  it,  therefore,  to  candor  and  to 
the  amicable  relations  existing  between  the   United 
States  and  those  Powers,  to   declare,  that  we  should 
consider  any  attempt  on   their   part  to  extend  their 
system  to  any  portion  of  this  hemisphere,  as  danger- 
ous to  our  peace  and  safety.     With  the  existing' col- 
onies or  dependencies   of  any   European  Power,   we 
have  not  interfered,  and  shall  not  interfere.     But,  with 
the  Governments  who   have  declared  their  independ- 
ence, and  fiaintained  it,  and  whose  independence  we 
have,  on  great  consideration,  and   on  just  principles, 
acknowledged,  we   could  not  view   any  interposition 
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for  the  purpose  of  oppressing  them,  or  controlling,  it) 
any  olber  manner,  their  deBtiny,  hy  any  European 
Power,  in  any  other  light  than  as  the  manifestation  of 
un  unfriendly  disposition  towards  the  United  i:*tates. 
In  the  war  b^hveen  those  new  Governments  and 
Spain,  we  declared  our  neutrality  at  the  time  of  their 
recognition,  and  to  this  we  have  adhered,  and  shall 
continue  to  adhere,  provided  no  change  shall  occur, 
which,  in  the  judgment  of  the  competent  authorities 
of  this  Government,  shall  make  a  corresponding 
change,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  indispens- 
able to  their  security. 

The  late  events  in  Spain  and  Portugal,  show  that 
Europe  is  still  unsettled.  Of  this  important  fact,  no 
stronger  proof  can  be  adduced  than  that  the  allied 
Powers  fchould  have  thought  it  proper,  O'l  any  princi- 
ple satisfactory  to  themselves,  to  have  interp^ised,  by 
force,  in  the  internal  concerns  of  Spain,  io  what 
extent  such  interposition  may  be  carried,  on  the  same 
principle,  is  a  question,  in  which  all  independent 
Powers,  whose  Governments  diller  from  theirs,  are 
interested ;  even  those  most  remote,  and  surely  none 
more  so  than  the  United  States.  Our  policy,  in  regard 
to  Eurupe,  which  was  adopted  at  an  early  stage  of  the 
wars  which  have  so  long  agitated  that  quarter  of  the 
globe,  nevertheless  remains  the  same,  which  is,  not  to 
interfere  in  the  internal  concerns  of  any  of  its  Powers; 
to  considt-r  the  Government  de  facto  as  the  legitimate 
Government  for  us  ;  to  cultivate  friendly  relations  with 
it,  and  to  preserve  those  relations  by  a  frank,  firm,  and 
manly  polic)  ;  meeting,  in  all  instances,  the  just  claims 
of  every  Power;  submitting  to  injuries  from  none. 
But,  in  regard  to  those  continents,  circumstances  are 
eminently  and  conspicuously  different.  It  is  ioipos- 
sible  that  the  allied  Powers  should  extend  their  political 
system  to  any  portion  of  either  continent,  without  en- 
dangering our  peace .  and  happiness ;  nor  can  any 
one  believe  that  our  Southern  brethren,  it  left  to  them- 
selves, would  adopt  it  of  their  own  accord.  It 'is 
equally  impossible,  therefore,  tklTT  we  should  behold 
such  interposition,  in  any  form,  with  indifference.  If 
we  look  to  the  comparative  strength  and  resources  of 
Spain  and  those  new  Governments,  and  their  distance 
from  each  other,  it  miint  be  obvious  that  she  can  never 
Bubdue  them.  It  is  still  the  true  policy  of  the  United 
States  to  leave  the  parties  to  themselves,  in  the  hope 
that  other  Powers  will  pursue  the  same  course. 

If  we  compare  the  present  condition  of  our  Union 
with  its  actual  state  at  the  close  of  our  Revolution,  the 
history  of  the  world  furnishes  no  example  of  a  pro- 
gress, in  improvement  in  all  the  important  circum- 
stances which  constjjute  the  happiness  of  a  nation, 
which  bears  any  resemblance  to  it.  At  the  first  epoch, 
our  population  did  not  exceed  three  milhons.  By  the 
last  census,  it  amounted  to  about  ten  millions,  and, 
what  ia  more  extraordinary,  it  is  almost  altogether  na- 
tive; for  the  emigration  from  other  countries  has  been 
inconsiderable.  At  the  first  epoch,  half  the  territory 
within  our  acknowledged  limits  was  uninhabited  and 
a  wildernets.  Since  then,  new  territory  has  been  ac- 
quired, of  vast  extent,  comprising  within  it  many 
rivers,  particularly  the  Mississippi,  the  navigation  of 
which  to  the  ocean  was  of  the  highest  importance  to 
the  original  States.  Over  this  territory  our  population 
has  expanded  in  every  direction,  and  new  States  have 
been  established,  almost  equal  in  number  to  those 
which  formed  the  Grst  bond  of  our  Union.  This  ex- 
pansion of  our  population,  and  accession  of  new  States 
to  our  I  nion.  have  had  the  happiest  effect  on  all  its 


highes*  interests.  That  it -has  eminentfy  aui^mentej 
our  resources,  and  added  tu  our  strength^nd  respec- 
tability as  a  Power,  in  admitted  by  all.  But  it  is  not 
in  these  important  circumstances  only  that  this  happy 
effect  is  felt.  It  is  manifest  that,  by  enlarging  the 
basis  of  our  system  and  increasing  the  number  of 
States,  the  system  itself  has  been  greatly  strengthened 
in  both  its  branches.  Consolidation  and  disunion 
have  thereby  been  rendered  equally  impracticable.  Each 
Government,  confiding  in  its  own  »trenglh.  has  lets 
to  apprehend  from  the  other;  and,  in  consequence, 
each  enjoying  a  greater  freedom  of  action,  is  rendered 
more  efficient  for  all  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  in- 
stituted. It  is  unnecessary  to  treat,  here,  oi  the  vast 
improvement  made  in  the  system  itself,  by  the  adop- 
tion of  this  Constitution,  and  o{  its  happy  effect  in 
elevating  the  character,  and  in  protecting  the  rights  of 
the  nation,  as  well  as  of  individuals.  To  what  thrn 
do  we  owe  these  blessings?  It  is  known  to  all  that 
we  derive  them  from  the  excellence  of  our  institutions. 
Ought  we  not  then  to  adopt  every  measure  which  may 
be  necessary  to  perpetuate  them  ? 

JA.MES  MONROE. 
WAsaiNGTdx,  December  2,  1823. 

The  Message  and  accompanying  documents 
were  read,  and.  on  motion  by  Mr.  HoLMErf,  of 
Maine,  fifteen  hundred  copies  thereof,  and  fifieen 
hundred  additioDal  copies  of  the  Message,  were 
ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 


Wedne-sday,  December  3. 

The  resolution  authorizing  Mounijoy  Bayly  to 
employ  an  ai»istant  and  horse>  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  pa.s.sed. 

Mr.  .Noble  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration: 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  will,  on  Friday  next,  at 
twelve  o'clock,  proceed  to  the  appointment  of  the 
standing  committees  of  this  House. 

Mr.  DicKER-soNiubniitttd  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Re3oived,  That  a  committee  of  three  members  be 
appointed,  who,  with  three  members  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  to  be  appointed  by  that  House,  shall 
have  the  direction  of  the  money  appropriated  to  the 
purchase  of  books  and  maps,  for  the  ui»e  of  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress. 

The  Senate  adjourned  lu  Friday. 


Friday,  December  5. 

Jo^N  H.  Eaton,  from  the  State  of  Tennessee; 
Jami*  D'WoLF,  from  the  State  of  Rhode  Island 
and  Providence  Plantations;  and  Niman  Ed- 
WARD.s,  from  the  State  of  Illinois,  severally  at- 
tended. 

Andrew  Jackson,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  for  the  term 
of  MX  years,  commencing  on  the  fourili  day  of 
March  last,  produced  his  credentials,  was  (jualified, 
and  he  took  his  seal  in  the  Senate. 

The  Phehident  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  made  in  obedience  to 
a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  of  the  1st  of  March 
last,  lurnishing  the  information  required  in  rela- 
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lion  '•  to  the  amount  of  interest  received  or  receiv- 
able in  each  State  on  the  public  debt ;  the  amount 
of  dividends  paid  or  payable  in  each  State  by  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  ;  all  in  reference  to  the 
year  1823 ;  and  the  amount  of  duties  on  tonnage 
and  imports,  received  during  the  year  ending  on 
the  30th  September,  1S23  ;  and  the  amount  of  the 
direct  taxes  still  due  and  unpaid  in  each  State  of 
the  United  States."  The  report  and  accompanying 
documents  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed 
for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lanman, 

Retolved,  unanimously,  That   the  members  of  the 
Senate  wear  the  usual  mourning,  for  thirty  days,  as  a  I 
mark  of  respect  to  the   memory  of  the   Hon.  Elijah 
BoABuxA5,  a  Senator  from  Connecticut,  who  has  de- 
ceased since  the  last  session. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  Standing  Committees  of  the  House ; 
and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned until  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Eaton  submitted  the  following  resolution 
for  consideration,  which  was  read  : 

Resolved,  That  five  persons  shall  be  chosen,  by  bal- 
lot of  the   Senate,  on   the  day  of  each  session. 

who  shall  act  as  chairmen  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign 
Relations,  of  Finance,  of  Commerce  and  Manufac- 
tures, Military  Affairs,  and  of  the  Judiciary,  as  the 
persons  elected  may  themselves  arrange  ;  and  as  early 
as  practicable  thereafter  they  shall  appoint  four  mem- 
bers, to  serve  in  each  of  said  committees  ;  and  proceed 
ulso  to  appoint  the  rest  of  the  committees,  required  by 
the  thirlieih  rule  for  conducting  business  in  the  Sen- 
ate, and  make  report  thereof  to  the  Senate. 

Ord^rt'l.  That  it  pass  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Barbour  submitted  the  following  resolution 
for  consideration  ;  which  wa>  read  : 

Resolved,  That  all  committees  be  appointed  I  y  the 
presiding  officer  of  this  House,  unless  specially  ordered 
otherwise  by  the  Senate. 

Onkred,  That  it  pass  to  the  second  readme. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  ol  the 
resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  Library 
Committee,  and  agreed  thereto. 
The  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday. 


tees,  with  power  to  fill  up  their  own,  and  select 
the  members  of  the  remaining  committees.     Mr. 
Barbour  proposed  to  amend  Mr.  Eaton'8  reso- 
lution, so  as  to  give  the  power  of  appointing  cona- 
mittees  to  the  presiding   officer  of  the    Senate. 
This  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and  the  resolu- 
tion, as  amended,  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 
[The  Rule  of  the  Senate  has,  heretofore,  been 
to  elect   its   Standing  Committees,  at   the  com- 
mencement of  each  session,  by  ballot.     Inconve- 
niences have  been  found  to  attend  this  mode  of 
election  ;  and  it  is  now  proposed  that  the  Senate 
adopt  the  practice  of  the  House  of  Representativt^, 
and  give  the  selection  of  its  Standing  Committees 
to  the  presiding  officer.] 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States  : 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States.- 

By  the  act  of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  it  was 
made  the  duty  of  the  accounting  officers  of  the  Trea- 
sury  to  adjust  and  settle  the  accounu  of  Daniel  D. 
Tompkins,  late   Governor  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
on  principles  of  equity  and  justice,  subject  to  the  revi- 
sion and  final  decision  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States.     The  accounting  officers  have,  in  compliance 
with  this  act,  reported  to  me  a  balance  of  $35,190,  in 
favor  of  Governor  Tompkins,  which  report  I  have  had 
under  consideration,  together  with  his  claim  to  an  ad- 
ditional allowance,  and  should   huve   decided  on  the 
same  before  the  present  time,  had  I  not  delayed  my 
decision  at  his  request.     From  the  view  which  I  have 
taken  of  the  subject,  I  am  satisfied,  considering  all  the 
circumstances  of  the  case,  that  a  larger  sum  ought  to 
be  allowed  him  than  that  reported  by  the  accounting 
officers  of  the  Treasury.     No  appropriation,  however, 
having   been   made  by  the  act,  and    it  appearing,  by 
recent  information  from  him,  that  the  sum  reported 
would  afford  him  an  essential  accommodation  at  this 
time,  the  subject  is  submitted   to  the  consideration  of 
Congress,  with  a  view  to  that  object. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Wa9hii»cto5  CiTT,  Dcc  7,  1823. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  after  the  conside- 
ration of  Executive  business, the  Senaieadjourned. 


Monday,  December  8. 

Richard  M.  John.^on,  apjHjinied  a  Senator  by 
the  Lef'islature  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  for  the 
term  of  six  years,  commencing  on  the  4th  day  of 
March  last,  stated,  that  he  had  neglected  bringing 
his  credentials  with  him,  expecting  they  would  be 
forwarded  by  the  proper  authority  of  the  State, 
and  which  he  still  supposed  would  speedily  be 
done:  Whereu|)on.  the  oath  prescribed  by  law 
was  administered  to  him,  and  he  took  his  seat  in 
the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion 
submitted  the  third  instant,  for  the  appointment 
of  the  Standing  Committees  ;  and  it  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Eaton,  on  Friday 
la.st,  was  taken  up  for  consideration.  It  provided 
for  the  choice,  by  ballot,  of  five  members,  to  act 
as  chairmen  af  the^five  most  important  commit- 


Tuesday,  December  0. 

The  resolution  to  amend  the  thirty-first  rule  for 
conducting  business  in  the  Senate,  was  read  a 
third  tim^,  and  passed,  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  31st  rule  for  conducting  businest 
in  the  Senate  be  so  amended  as  to  read  :  All  commit- 
tees shall  be  appointed  by  the  presiding  officer  of  this 
House,  unless  specially  ordered  otherwise  by  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  Brown,  of  Ohio,  submitted  the  following 
motion  for  consideration  :         * 

Resolved,  That  a  select  committee  be  appointed  on 
Roads  and  Canals,  with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing motion  for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  a  select  committee,  of  five  members, 
be  appointed,  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  abolish- 
ing imprisonment  for  debt,  and  to  report  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 
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Mr.  Macon  presented  the  petition  of  Hanson 
Kelly,  praying  the  payment  of  his  account  for  ra- 
tions furnished  the  United  States,  agreeably  to  his 
contract  with  Beverly  Daniel,  marshal  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  North  Carolina;  and  the  petition  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  (voramittee  of  Claims, 

STANDING  COMMITTEES.  i 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Barbour,  it  was  agreed, 
that  the  Standing  Committees  be  now  appointed  : 
Whereupon,  the  following  Committees  were  ap- 
pointed: 

On  Foreign  Relatiuna. — Messrs.  Barbour,  King  of 
New  York,  Macon,  Jackson,  and  Elliott. 

On  Finance. — Messrs.  Smith,  Macon,  King  of  New 
York,  Holmes  of  Maine,  and  LT)wrie. 

On  Commerce  and  Manufactures. — Messrs.  Dick- 
erson,  Kug^les,  D'VVolf,  FinJiay,  and  Lloyd  of  .Mass. 

On  Military  Affairs. — .Messrs.  Jackson,  Benton, 
Chandler,  Taylor  ot  Indiana,  and  Johnson  of  Kentacky. 

On  the  Militia. — Messrs.  Chandler,  Findlay,  Knight,  , 
Branch,  and  B^"- 

On  fiatal  Affairs. — Messrs.  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts, 
Williams,  Parrolt,  Lloyd  of  .Maryland,  and  Hayne. 

On  Public  Lands. — Messrs.  Barton,  Thomas,  Wil- 
liams, Eaton,  and  Lowrie. 

On  Indian  Affairs. — Messrs.  Benton,  Edwards  of 
Illinois,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Elliott,  and  Edwards  of 
Connecticut. 

On  Claims. — Messrs.  Ruggles,  Holmes  of  Missis- 
sippi, Palmer,  Bell,  and  Mcllvaine. 

On  the  Judiciary. — .Messrs.  Van  Buren,  Holmes  of 
Maine,  Talbot,  Brown  of  Ohio,  and  Seymour.  i 

On  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Rtmds.  —Messrs.  Lan- 
man,  Johnson  ot  Kentucky,  Holmes  of  Mississippi. 
Knight,  and  Mcllvaine. 

On  Pensions. — Messrs.  Noble,  Tallwl,  Johnson  of 
Louisiana,  Laninan,  and  Branch. 

On  the  District  of  Columbia. — Messrs.    Lloyd  of: 
Maryland,  Barbour,  Noble,  Eaton  and  Parrott. 

Of  Accounts. — .Messrs.  Seymour,  Edwards  of  Con- 
necticut, and  Hayne. 

On  the  Library. —  Messrs.  Dickerson,  EUiott,  and 
Williams. 


Wednesday,  December  10. 

A  letter  was  received  from  the  Hon.  James'! 
Brown,  (recently  appointed  Minister  to  France,) 
resigning  his  seat  in  the  Senate  ;  and,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  JoH.NsoN,  of  Louisiana,  the  President  of 
the  Senate  was  requested  to  give  notice  of  this 
resignation  to  the  Executive  of  the  Stale  of  Lou- 
isiana. *■ 

Mr.  Bahbodr  stated  that  sundry  claims,  for  ad- 
vances during  the  late  war,  had  existed  in  favor 
■of  the  Slate  of  Virginia,  against  the  General 
Government,  the  principal  pari  of  which  had  been 
allowed  by  the  department  to  which  belonged  the 
adjustment  of  such  claims;  but,  as  there  were 
still  several-'items  of  the  account  which  the  ac- 
counting officers  did  not  think  if  within  their  pro- 
vince to  allow,  he  had  been  instructed  to  endeavor 
to  obtain  the  passage  of  an  act  of  Congress  in  re- 
lation to  the^e  claims.  He,  therefore,  submitted 
the  followmg  resolution,  which  was  read  and  laid 
over  for  consideration  : 

Resolved.  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 


be  Instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pass- 
ing a  law,  authorizing  the  proper  department  to  set- 
tle, on  equitable  terms  the  claims  of  Virginia  against 
the  Governmenl  of  the  United  States,  arising  from 
advances  made  tty  Virginia  during  the  late  war. 

Mr.  J0HN8ON,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  had  made 
a  fruitless  attempt,  at  the  last  session,  to  obtain 
information  througli  a  committee,  concerning  the 
expediency  of  a  new  organization  of  the  judiciary 
powers  of  the  country — that  the  measure  was 
then  thought  to  be  premature;  but  recent  events 
had  proved  that  it  w^as  not  so.  He  thought  it  the 
duty  of  Congr«'s--  to  remedy  the  defect  which  he 
believed  to  exi>t  in  this  department  of  the  Govern- 
ment— that  tremendous  evils  might  result  to  the 
country,  from  the  powers  imparled  to  its  judiciary, 
when  a  whole  State,  and  a  State  that  had  always 
been  loyal  to  the  Government,  might  be  convulsed 
to  its  very  centre  by  a  judicial  decision.  He  did 
not  mean  these  remarks  as  reliecling  upon  the 
conduct  of  the  judgex,  for  he  believed  them  lo  be 
highly  enlightened  and  intelligent.  But  whatever 
degree  of  talent  or  integrity  might  be  possessed  by 
the  judges,  Mr.  J.  said  he  considered,  in  this  case, 
only  the  tenure  of  their  offices,  and  their  responsi- 
bility. Some  remedy  for  the  defect  to  which  he 
had  alluded,  he  believed  must  ere  long  be  adopted, 
to  preserve  the  purity  of  our  political  in>titulion.^. 
Mr.  J.  then  offered  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  read,  and  laid  over  for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  thf  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  forming 
and  constituting  three  additional  judicial  circuits,  to  be 
addtrd  lo  the  present  number,  with  an  additional  judge 
to  each,  viz  :  one  to  be  composed  of  the  States  of  Ten- 
nest>ee  and  Alabama  ;  one  of  .Mississippi  and  Louisi- 
ana, and  one  of  Illinois  and  .Missouri — also,  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  amending  the  law  respecting 
the  Judiciary  of  the  United  States,  so  as  to  require  a 
concurrence  of  at  least  seven  judges  in  any  opinion, 
which  may  involve  the  validity  of  the  laws  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  or  of  the  States  respectively. 

Mr.  DicKERsio.N  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration  : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  ap)»ointed, 
who,  with  a  committee  to  be  appointed  on  the  part  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  shall  make  such  distri- 
tnbution  of  the  rooms  of  the  centre  building  of  the 
Capitol,  as  the  business  and  convenience  of  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress  may  require. 

Mr.  LowHiE  presented  the  petition  of  William 
Hill,  stating  thai,  being  confined  in  the  jail  of  Al- 
legany county,  by  virtue  of  a  proce-««s  from  the 
District  Court  of  the  United  Sutes  for  the  west- 
ern district  of  Pennsylvania,  he  has  applied  for 
the  bent  fit  of  the  act  o(  Congress,  of  January  6th, 
1800  ;  but  that,  owing  to  the  absence  ol  the  judge, 
who  has  been  advised  to  remove  lo  a  warmer 
climate,  as  the  only  means  of  preserving  his  life, 
he  cannot  avail  himself  of  the  provisions  of  said 
act;  and  praying  r«-lief.  The  petition  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 

.Mr.  LowHiE  presented  the  petition  of  Jonathan 
H.  Lambdin,  stating  that,  owing  lo  the  absence 
of  the  Judge  of  the  District  Court  of  the  United 
States  for  the  western  district  of  Pennsylvania,  he 
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is  prevented  from  availing  himself  of  the  provi- 
sions of  the  act  of  January  Gih  1800,  for  the  ben- 
efit of  debtors  confined  in  jail ;  and  praying  relief. 
The  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  LowRiK  presented  the  petition  of  Abraham 
V.  Matson,  stating  that,  owing  to  the  absence  of 
the  judge  of  the  district  court  of  the  United  States 
for  the  western  district  of  Pennsylvania,  he  can- 
not avail  himself  of  the  provisions  of  the  act 
of  January  6th,  1800,  and  must  remain  in  close 
confinement, until  the  return  of  the  judge,  or  the 
aiipointment  of  his  succes>or ;  and  praying  relief. 
The  petition  was  read,  and  referred  lo  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Dickerson  presented  the  |>elition  of  Fred- 
erick W.  Smith,  a  lieutenant  in  the  Navy  of  the 
United  States,  stating  that,  whilst  employed  on 
board  the  sloop  of  war  Ontario,  he  lost  overboard, 
in  a  gale  of  wind,  a  pocket-book,  containing 
money  and  vouchers  to  the  amount  of  eight  hun- 
dred dollars;  that  he  has  been  thereby  prevented 
from  adjusting  his  accounts  at  the  proper  depart- 
ment ;  and  praying  the  passage  of  an  act  for  his 
relief.  The  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.   Llovd,   of  .Mas^chusetts,    presented    the 
memorial   of  Henry  Gray  and  William  Gray,  of 
Boston,    representing    that  they    have   sustained^' 
great   loss   by  the   illegal   condemnation   of  their  | 
ves.scl  and  cargo,  at  Porto  Rico  ;  that,  in  the  cap- 
ture of  the  same,  their  private  rights   have  been 
invaded,  and  the  Hag  and  authority  of  the  United 
States  conjemned  ;  and   praying   the  adoption  of  ] 
such  measures  as  may  secure  the  rights  of  the  citi-  j 
zen,  and  tend  to  the  safety  of  the  future  commerce  j 
of  the  country.     The  memorial  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  Uartun  presented  the  petition  of  Eleanor 
Tansy,  slating  that  her  son,  a  private  in  the  corps 
of  .Mis.souri  Rangers,  during  the  late  war,  receiv- 
ed a  wound,  of  which  he  died,  leaving  the  peti- 
tioner unable,  from  age  and  infirmity,  to  procure 
a  subsistence  by  her  own  exertions ;  and  praying 
a  pension.  The  petition  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  ninth  instant,  for  the  appointment 
of  a  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals,  which  was 
amended,  and  agreed  to.  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  a  select  committee,  of  five  members, 
be  appointed  on  Roads  and  Canals,  with  leave  to  re- 
port by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Messrs.  Hrown,  EnwARon,  of  Illinois,  Palmer, 
Smith,  and  .McIlvaine,  were  appointed  the  said 
committee. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  ninth  instant,  for  the  appointment 
of  a  select  commiitpe  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency o(  abolishing  impri.sounienl  for  debt,  and 
agreed  thereto ;  and  Messrs.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky, 
Barton,  Van  Bi'ren,  Holmes,  of  Maine,  and 
Bell,  were  appointed  the  .said  committee. 

Mr.  Benton  gave  notice,  ihat,  to-morrow,  he 
should  ask   leave  lo  introduce  a  resolution  pro- 


posing an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  Slates. 

PRESIDENT'S  MESS.\GE. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Barbour,  so  much  of  the 
Message  of  the  {^resident  of  the  United  States  as 
concerns  our  relations  with  foreign  Powers,  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

On  motion,  of  Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  so^ 
much  of  the  President's  Message  as  relates  to  the 
Navy  of  the  United  States,  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Dickerson,  so  much  of  the 
Messaffe  of  the  President  of  the  United  STate^  as 
relates  to  commerce,  and  to  the  encouragement 
which  ought  to  be  given  to  manufactures,  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and 
Manufactures. 

ELECTION  OF  CHAPLAINS. 
A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  informing  the  Senate  of  the  con- 
currence of  the  House  in  the  resolutions  from  the 
Senate,  for  a  joint  committee  on  enrolled  bills, 
and  for  the  appointment  of  two  Chaplains  of  dif- 
ferent denominations  ;  and  that  the  House  had 
made  choice,  on  their  part,  of  the  Rev.  Henry 
B.  BAdcoM,  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
as  their  Chaplain. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hol.mes,  of  Maine,  the  Sen- 
ate then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  Chaplain 
on  their  part.  On  the  first  ballot,  no  choice  was 
made,  the  votes  being  as  follows: 

Whole  number  38  ;  necessary  to  achoice  20. 
Rev.  Dr.  Staughton  -  -  -  -  17 
Rev.  Mr.  Mcllvaine      -        -        -        -       9 

Rev.  Mr.  Post 8 

Rev.  Mr.  Allen 4 

On  the  second  balloting,  the  votes  were  as  fol- 
lows : 

Whole  number  39  ;  necessary  to  a  choice  20. 
Rev.  Dr.  Staughton  -  -  -  -  22 
Rev.  Mr.  Mcllvaine       -        -        .        -       8 

Rev.  Mr.  Post 7 

Rev.  Mr.  Allen      -----      2 
And  the  Rev.  Dr.  Staughton  was  declared  lo 
be  elected  Chaplain  of  the  Senate,  for*  the  present 
session. 

^ 


Thursday,  December  11. 

Mr.  H0L.ME8,  of  Maine,  submitted  the  following 
motion  for  consideration  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  whether  any  further  provisions  are 
necessary  to  prevent  frauds  on  the  revenue,  on  the 
Eastern  frontier  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Barton  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  further  provis- 
ions by  law  for  thelm^  decision  of  incomplete  titles 
to  lands  held  under  thejiuthority  of  France  or  Spain, 
in  the  State  of  Missouriand  Territory  of  Arkansas. 

And  also,  into  the  expediency  of  making  further 
provision  by  law  to  perfect  the  titles  to  lands  located 
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by  virtue  ol  warrants  issued  under  the  act  of  Congress, 
of  the  17lh  of  February,  1S15.  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  late  county  of  New 
Madrid,  in  the  Missouri  Territory,  who  suffered  by 
earthquakes." 

Mr.  Eaton  iuhiniited  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  author- 
izing the  settlement,  on  principles  of  equity,  of  the  ac- 
counta  of  the  late  Robert  Seacy,  Paymaster  for  West 
Tennessee,  in  the  years  1816,  1817,  and  1818,  and  of 
extending  to  him  such  other  and  farther  relief  as  to 
said  Committee  be  may  seem  to  be  entitled. 

Mr.  Barton  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Claims  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  allowing  the 
claim  of  Samuel  Gilbert,  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  for 
property  taken  from  him,  by  the  Sac  Indians,  in  1815, 
after  they  had  notice  of  the  treaty  of  peace  with  Great 
Britain,  but  before  the  treaty  of  peace  was  concluded 
with  those  Indians,  in  1816,  by  the  second  article  of 
which,  they  were  bound  to  restore  that  property ;  but 
were  afterwards  released,  by  the  United  States,  from 
that  obligation. 

Mr.  Havne  gave  notice  that,  on  Monday  next, 
be  should  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  resolution  pro- 
posing an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  Stales,  so  as  to  secure  the  election  of 
President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States 
by  the  Electors,  and  to  prevent  those  elections 
from  devolving,  in  any  event,  on  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives.  . 

Mr.  RuGOLEs  pre>ented  the  petition  of  J.  L.  | 
Skinner,  stating  that  he  became  interested  in  a  j 
contract,  entered  into  by  the  Government  with  I 
one  George  Paul,  for  the  construction  of  a  part  of  I 
the  Cumberland  Road,  at  a  stipulated  price  per  i 
mile;  that,  soon  after  tjie  commencement  of  the 
work,  the  mode  of  constructing  it  was  materially  I 
varied  by  the  Superintendent,  by  which  he  has  ' 
been  subjected  to  great  additional  expense;  for 
which,  and  other  departures  from  the  contract,  he  i 
prays  compensation.  The  petition  was  read,  and  | 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  Fi.NDLAY  presented  the  memorial  of  Joseph 
S.   McPherson,    a    Master  Commandant    in   the  I 
Navy   of  the   United    States,    representing   that, 
owing  to  the  loss  of  his  portable  writing  desk,  ' 
containing  his  vouchers  for  the  expenditure  of  the  I 
public  moneys  placed  in  his  hands,  stolen  by  a  I 
cerla'n  Thomas  Wingate,  and  for  which  the  said 
Wingaie  has  been  tried  and  found  guilty,  he  has 
been   prevented  from  settling  his  accounts,  and 
praying  the  passage  of  an  act  for  his  relief.     The 
memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 1 
tee  of  Claims.  I 

Mr.  Noble  presented  the  petition  of  Israel  T.  j 
Canby,  executor  of  Ann  Sprigg,  praying  com-  i 
pensation  for  a  wa^on  and  four  horses  impressed  1 
into  the  service  of  the  United  States  during  the  ' 
late  war  with  Great  Britain.  The  i)etition"wa> 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Van  Bdren  presented  the  petition  of  Ar-  | 
chibald  Gracie,  of  New  York,  stating  that  prop- 


erty belonging  to  the  "petitioner  was  seized  by  the 
French,  at  Hamburg,  in  the  year  ISO?  ;  that  the 
capture  was  without  ground,  and  that  the  prop- 
periy,  without  any  trial,  or  civil  process  whatever, 
was  appropriated  to  the  purpo>es  of  the  French 
Government ;  that  the  claim  is  one  of  a  nature  the 
most  manifest,  and  praying  the  assistance  of  the 
Government  to  obtain  its  allowance ;  which  pe- 
tition was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations.  \ 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Smith,  so  much  of  the  M^ 
sage  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  ofthe 
26  instant,  as  relates  to  the  revenue  and  finances 
ofthe  United  Stales,  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finance. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Chandler,  so  much  of  the 
Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  Slates,  of 
the  2d  instant,  as  relates  to  the  militia,  was  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  the  Militia. 

Mr.  Barboir  presented  a  communication  frona 
the  Governor  of  Virginia,  on  the  subject  of  the 
claim  of  that  State  for  advances  during  the  late 
war;  which  was  read. 

The  resolution  offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  John- 
son, of  Kentucky,  instructing  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
establishing  three  new  judicial  districts;  and  of 
requiring  the  united  opinion  of  seven  judges,  on 
any  question  involving  the  validity  ot  a  law  of 
the  United  Stales,  or  of  the  Slates,  respectively, 
was  again  read. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Barbour,  the  resolution  was 
so  amended  as  to  require  that,  in  the  cases  contem- 
plated in  the  latter  part  of  thii  resolution,  the 
opinions  of  ihe  judges  should  be  given  separately, 
and  recorded.  The  resolution  was  then,  on  mo- 
lion  of  Mr.  Eaton,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion,  submitted  yesterday,  for  the  ap|)ointment 
of  a  joint  committee  to  distribute  the  rooms  in  the 
centre  building  of  the  Capitol,'*and  agreed  thereto  ; 
and  Messrs.  Dickeh.son,  D'VVolf,  and  Llovd,  of 
.Maryland,  were  appointed  the  said  committee. 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

In  pursuance  of  notice  given  yesterday,  Mr. 
Benton  a*«ked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  the 
following  resolution,  which  passed  to  a  second 
reading,  and  was  ordered  to  be  printed  : 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  Congress 
assembled,  two-thirds  of  t>oth  Houses  concurring.  That 
the  following  amendment  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  be  proposed  to  the  Legislatures  of  the 
several  Slalts,  which,  when  ratified  by  the  Legisla- 
tures of  three-fourths  of  the  whole  number  of  States, 
shall  be  vahd,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  part  of 
the  said  Constitution  : 

That,  for  the  purpose  of  electing  a  President  and 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  each  Sute  shall 
be  divided,  by  the  Legislature  thereof,  into  a  number 
of  districU  equal  to  the  whole  number  of  Senators  and 
Representatives  to  which  such  Stale  may  he  entitled 
in  the  Congress;  each  district  shall  be  composed  of 
contiguous  territory,  and  shall  contain,  as  nearly  as 
niay  be.  an  equal  number  of  persons  entitled,  by  the 
.Constitution,  to  be  represented,  and  on  such  days  as 


I  ' 


Congress  shall  determine,  which  days  shall  be  the  same  ! 
throughout  the    United   States:  the    citizens  of  each 
Slate,  who  may  be  qualified, to  vole  for  a  Representa- 
tive in  Congress,  shall  meet  at  such  places  within  their 
respective  districts   as  the  Legislature  of  eath  State 
shall  appoi^nt  r  and  each,  in  his  proper  j>er8on,  shall 
vote  fqr  President  and  Vice  President,  one  of  whom, 
at  the  least,  hhall  not   be  an  inhstbitant  of  the  same 
State  with  himself;  and  separate  triplicate  lists  sKall 
be  kept  of  ail  the  voters,  and  of  all  the  votes  given  for 
each  person  as  President,  and  for  each  as  Vice  Presi- 
dent.     All  the  votes,  so  given  in  each  district,  shall  be 
collected  forthwith,  in  such  manner  as  the  Legislature  ., 
of  the  State  may  direct,  at  some  one  convenient  place 
within  the  district;  ahd  the  votes  given  for  each  can- 
didate shall  be  added  t«gether.  and  the  person  having 
the  greatest   number  of  votes  for   President,   and  the 
one  having  the  greatest  number  of  votes  for  Vice  Pre- 
siLdent,  shall  be  certified  as  duly  preferred  in  said  dis- 
trict, and  shall  be  entitled  to  one  Vote  each  for  the  re- 
spective offices  fsr  which  they  are  candidates;  but,  if 
two  or  more  persons  shall  have  an  equal  number  of 
"votes  in  such  district  election,  for  the  same  office,  then 
the  returning  officers  shall  decide  between  them,  and 
certify  accordingly.   Triphcat^  certificaUs  of  the  whole 
number  of  votes  gfvrti  for  each  candidate  t-ball  be  made 
out,  and  Jransibitted,  \n  such  manner  as  Congress  may 
■direct,  to  the  Seat  of  Government  ofthe  United  States, 
addressed  to  the  Senate.     The  President  of  the  Sen-  I 
ate  shall,  in  presence  of  the  ^>enate  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives,  open  all   the  certificates,   and  the  votes 
shall  then  l»e  counted.     The  person  having  the  great- 
est nuojber  of  votes  for  President  shall  be  the  Presi- 
dent,   if  such  number   l>e  equal  to  a  majority  of  the 
whole    number  of  electoral    votes  within  the   United 
.  States;  and  if  no  person  have  such  majority,  then  the 
President  shall  be  chosen  by  ihe  Hou^e  of  Represent- 
atives, from  the  three  having  the  greatest   number  of 
votes  lor  President,  in  the  manner  now  prescribed  by 
the  Cdnstilution. 

The  person  having  ihe  greatest  number  of  votes  lor 
Vice  President  shall  be  the  Vice  President,  if  such 
number  be  eqUal  to  a  majority  ofthe  whole  number  of 
electoral  districts,  and  if  no  person  have  such  majority, 
then  the  Vice  President  shall  l»e  chosen  by  the  Senate, 
from  the  two  persons  having  the  greatest  number  of 
voles  for  that  office,  in  the  n^ianner  now  prescribed  by 
the  Constitution.  v  •       ' 

CLAIMS  OF   VIRGINIA. 

The  resolution  offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  Bar- 
bour, instructing  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  allowing 
certain  claims  of  the  Slate  of  Virginia  for  mo- 
neys advanced  on  account  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, during  the  late  war.  was  again  read  for 
consideration.  A  letter  from  the  Governor  of 
Virginia,  in  relation  to  the  claim,  was  also  read. 

Mr.  Smith  understood  the  resolution  to  have 
reference,  more  particularly,  to  a  claim  for  inler- 
est  on  moneys  advanced  during  the  war,  by  the 
State  of  Virginia.  He  said  he  should  have  no 
objection  to  ihe  resolution,  provided  it  were  made 
a  general  one.  to  reach  all  claims  of  a  like  na- 
ture. The  State  of  Maryland,  and  many  corpo- 
rations and  individuals,  hold  claims  of  a  similar 
kind,  and  the  principle  upon  which  this  motion 
was  predicated,  Mr.  S.  thought,  should  extend  to 
them  all. 
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Mr.  Barbour  said  the  case  ofthe  State  of  Vir- 
ginia, concerning  wlwch  the  resolution  proposed 
an  inquiry,  was  one  of  a  peculiar  nature.     Al- 
though it  was  a  general  principle  of  the  Govern- 
ment not  to  allow  interest  on  claim?  for  services 
during  the  war,  yet  this  case  he  thought  different 
from  most  others.     Although  th<  Grovernment  of 
the  United  States  had  been  repeatedly  called  upon 
to  furnish   the  money  exf)ended   in  the  Slate  of 
Virginia,   yet  such   was  the  stale  of  the  public 
Treasury  at  that  time*  that  the  means  were  not 
provided.     The  State  was  compelled   to  depend 
entirely  upon  her  own  resources  ;  the  taxes  upon 
the  people   were  very   oppressive,  but   they  were 
cheerfully  borne.     These  taxes  were  not  sufficient 
to   meet   the  necessary  expenditures,    ^he  Stale 
was  compelled  to  borrow  money,  and  to  pay  in- 
terest for  it ;  this  was  done  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Government,  and  the  interest  thus  paid,  certainly 
ought  to  be  Veirabursed.     There  could  benodotll)t 
that  Government  was  bound,  in  lime  of  war,  to 
make  advances  of  the  funds  required  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  country  ;  if  the  Government  was  not 
able  to  make  such  advances,  and  they  were  made 
by  the  Siatyin  which  such  advances  became  ne- 
cessary, common  justice  requires  that,  when  the 
Government  becomes  able,  not  only  the  principal, 
but  the  interest  also,  should  he  reimbursed.     He 
had  now  presented  this  ease,  as  he  had  been  in- 
structed, on  the  part  of  the  Stale  of  Virginia,  and 
did  not  see  the  propriety  of  a  copartnery  with  any  • 
other  ciaim,  whether  of  a  similar  nature  or  not. 
He  wished  his  cwn    claim  decided   on   its  own 
merits  ;  other  cases,  when  brought  forward,  might 
be  referred, lo  the  same  committee,  and,  if  alike  in 
their  nature,  a  general  bill  might  be  made  to  meet 
them  all  ;  but  JMr.  B.  said  he  did  not  now  wish  to 
associate  his  claim   with  any  other ;  he  hoped, 
therefore,  that  his  case  would  be  presented  to  the 
committee  by  itself. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Maryland,  said  he  did  not  un- 
derstand the  distinction  between  the  claims  ofthe 
State  of  Virginia,  and  many  others  which  exist. 
He  presumed  they  were  for  interest  on  moneys 
I  advanced  for  the  service  of  the  country  ;  the  State 
of  Maryland  had  claims  of  precisely  the  same  na- 
ture; she  had  advanced  moneys  which  were  ex- 
pended for  arms,  equipments,  and  compensation 
lor  militia  services.  He  considered  this  the  same 
ground  ;  when  acting  on  a  general  principle,  the 
same  provision  should  be  extended  to  all  cases 
that  come  within  its  limits.  Mr.  L.  had  no  hos- 
tility to  the  claim  of  Virginia,  but  thought  the 
case  of  Maryland  was  equally  as  strong,  and 
'  hoped  the  resolution  would  be  so  modified  as  to 
meet  all  cases  of  a  similar  nature. 

Mr.  Barboih  said  he  did  not  mean  to  question 
the  claim   of  the  State  of  Maryland,  but  he  did 
not  wish  it  to  be  as^ociated   with  that  which  he 
had  presented  at  this  time;  his  was  an  insulated 
proposition,  and  not  affecting  any  other.    If  Mary- 
'  land  was  entitled  to  similar  relief,  let  the  gentle- 
man from  that   Slate   present  the  subject  entire, 
and  he  should  not  object  to  it.     It  was  not  interest 
I  alone,  Mr.  B.   said,  that  constituted  the  items  of 
'  the  claim  of  Virginia  ;  but  the  resolution  contem- 
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plated  to  give  power  to  the  proper  department  to 
settle,  upon  equitable  principles,  the  whole  claim. 
We  were,  at  that  time,  unacquainted  with  the 
forms  necessary  to  be  observed  in  a  state  of  war; 
and,  although  bona  fide  expenditures  of  the  money 


eastern  frontier  of  the  United  States,  was  again 

read,  and  passed. 

The  resoluiion  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  Bar- 
ton, concerning  the  F'rench  and  Spanish  titles  to 
lands  in  Missouri  and  Arkansas,  was  again  read, 


had  been  made,  yet  the  proper  documents  could  ;  and  passed.  ^ 

not  always  be  produced;  in  many  instances  the  I  Another  resoluiion  ofTere*]  yesterday  by  Mr.  Bar- 
technicality  required  at  the  offices  could  not  be  ,  ton,  respecting  the  claim  of  Samuel  Gilbert,  of 
complied  v^ith — although  the  claim  might  be  al-  \  Missouri,  was  taken  up,  and  passed, 
lowed  to  be  just,  yet,  in  many  cases,  the  vouchers  j  The  joint  resolution  offered  yesterday  by  Mr. 
are  wanting.  He  therefore  hoped  the  resolution  i  Benton,  proposing  an  amendment  of  the  Consti- 
would  pass.  i  tution,  so  as  to  give  the  election  of  President  and 

Mr.   S.MiTH   made  some  further  remarks,  and  I  Vi^e  President  to  the  people,  in  pri«»«ry  assera- 
concluded  by  moving  that  the  resolution  be  or-    blies,  received  its  second  reading 


dered  to  lie  on  the  table,  which  was  agreed  to. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Macon,  it  was  ordered  that, 
hereafter,  when  the  Senate  adjourns  on  Fridays, 
it  will  adjourn  till  the  ensuing  Monday,  unless 
otherwiiie  ordered  ;  and  the  Senate  then  adjourned 


Frid,ay,  December  12 

Mr.  LowRiE  presented  the  memorial  of  Martin  '  till  Monday  next,  at  twelve  o'clock. 
Thomas,  and  others,  of  the  city  and  county  of 
Philadelphia,  praying  a  modification  of  the  tariff, 
and  additional  protection  to  the  manufactures  of 
the  United  Stales.  The  memorial  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Man- 
ufactures. 

Mr.  LowRiE  presented  the  petition  of  Richard 


Monday,  December  15. 

Elijah  Mills,  from  the  State  of  Massachusetts, 
attended. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  made  in 
O'Brien,  late  Consul  General  at  Algiers,  praying  \  pursuance  of  an  act  of  Congress,  of  the  6ih  May, 
the  passage  of  an  act  to  authorize  the  equitable  j  1822,  together  with  an  abstract  of  all  licenses 
settlement  of  his  accounts.  The  petition  was  read,  'granted  by  the  superintendent  and  agents  of  In- 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela-  dian  affairs,  to  trade  with  the  Indians,  showing 
tions.  hy  and  to  whom,  when  and  where  granted,  wiilj 

Mr.  Noble  presented  the  petition  of  Eliza  Dill,  the  amount  of  the  bonds  and  capitalemployed,  as 
one  of  the  daughters  of  the  late  General  Arthur  |  far  as  the  same  can  be  ascertained  from  the  re- 
St.  Clair,  praying  the  payment  of  a  balance  al-  i  turns  which  have  been  made.  The  report  was 
leged  to  be  due  to  her  deceased  father.  The  peti-  I  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian 
tion  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of    Affairs. 

Claims.  \Ir.  Eaton  presented  the  petition  of  Charles  B. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  presented  the  peti-  Davis,  staling  thnt,  in  the  year  \>i\\,  whilst  he 
Uon  of  iVIarie  Louise  de  la  Gautrais,  widow  of  j  was  from   home,  on  a  tour  of  militia  duty,  the 


Francois  Gonsonlin,  deceased,  praying  the  confir 
mation  of  her  title  to  a  tract  of  land  in  Louisiana. 
The  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands.  ^ 


building  erected  by  the  United  States,  and  in 
which  he  resided  as  a  messenger  in  the  Treasury 
Department,  was,  with  the  public  offices,  de- 
stroyed  by  fire,  together  with  his  furniture  and 


Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  presented  sundry    apparel;  and  praying  remuneration  for  the  loss 
documents  in  support  of  the  claim  of  Thadeus  j  thereby  sustained.     The  petition  was  read,  and 


Mayhew,  for  compensation  for  damages  sustained 
in  consequence  of  the  occupation  of  his  houses  as 
military  deposites,  during  the  late  war;  and  also 
for  property  taken  for  the  use  of  the  American 
Army.— Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Barton  preserved  the  petition  of  Isaac 
Clark,  of  Missouri,  praying  further  time  to  enable 
him  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  the  act  of 
1818,  for  the  relief  of  purchasers  of  public  lands. 
The  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 


'referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  FiNDLAY  presented  the  memorial  of  Chand 
ler  Price,  President  of  the  United  States  Insurance 
Company,  and  others,  merchants,  of  Philadelphia, 
stating  that  they  have  claims  against  the  Gov- 
ernment of  France,  for  property  captured  and 
sold,  without  the  forms  of  a  legal  adjudication, 
and  in  violation  of  the  terms  of  an  existing  treaty  ; 
that  payment  for  the  same  has  been  withheld,  on 
the  pretext,  that  the  United  Stales  have  not  car- 
ried into  effect  the  Sih   article  of  tie  Louisiana 


t 


The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  j  Treaty  ;  and  praying  that  their  case "Riay  be  taken 
motion  ot  toe  llih  instant,  that  the  Committee  '  into  consideration,  and  such  relief  granted  as  to 
on  Militarv  Affairs  mn.nra  .nt,.  fK^  ^,,.„.i.„„^y  of  I  Congress  may  seem  proper.     The  memorial  was 

ac-    read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 


authorizing  the  t-quiiable  settlement  of  the  _. 
counts  of  the  late  Robert  Seacy  ;  and,  on  motion, 
It  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  resolution  offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  Hol.mes, 
of  Maine,  instructing  the  Committee  of  Finance 
to  inquire  whether  any  further  provisions  are  ne- 
cessary to  prevent  frauds  in  the  revenue,  on  the 


Relations. 

Mr.  FiNDLAY  presented  the  memorial  of  Elijah 
Earl,  and  others,  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
and  resident  merchants  of  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, stating  that,  in  the  year  1809,  a  large  amount 
of  property,  owned  by  the  memorialists,  was  ille- 
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gaily  captured  and  sold ;  the  proceeds  of  which 
have  been  placed  in  the  Treasury  of  France; 
that  they  have  since  been  unable  to  obtain  com- 
pensation for  the  same,  and  praying  such  relief  as 
to  Congress  may  seem  proper.  The  memorial 
was  read,  and  reterred  to  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Relations. 

Mr.  LowRiE  presented  the  memorial  of  Way 
and  Gideon,  stating  that  they  have  commenced 
the  publication  of  an  edition  of  the  Journals  of 
the  Old  Congress,  and  nraying  a  subscription  to 
the  same,  in  behalf  ol  the  United  States.  The 
memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Library. 

Mr.  LowRiE  presented  the  memorial  of  Edward 
de  Krafft,  of  the  City  of  Washington,  praying  a 
subscription,  in  behalf  of  the  United  States,  for 
one  thousand  sets  of  the  Journals  of  the  Old  Con- 
gress, an  edition  of  which  he  proposes  to  publish. 
The  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Library. 

Mr.  Knight  presented  a  petition  of  Zachanah 
Allen,  and  others,  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
residing  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  praying  an 
additional  duty,  of  twelve  and  an  half  per  cen- 
tum, may  be  imposed  on  imported  manufactures 
of  foreign  wool.  The  petition  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Man- 
ufactures. 

Mr.  Barton  presented  the  petition  of  Morris 
James,  of  Missouri,  praying  compensation  for  the 
use  and  destruction  of  his  titnber,  by  a  canton- 
ment of  United  States  troops.  The  petition  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Parrott  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion far  consideration  : 

Retolved,  That  the  Committee  on  .N'av.il  AtFairs  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  author- 
izing an  additional  number  of  sioops  of  war  to  be  built 
and  equipped  for  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing motion  for  consideration: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  I.ands  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing, 
by  law,  for  the  final  decision  of  all  claims  to  land,  in 
that  part  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  situated  east  of 
the  .Mississippi  river  and  island  of  .\ew  Orleans,  de- 
rived from  the  French,  bntish,  and  Spanish  Govern- 
ments, which  have  not  been  confirmed  by  the  United 
States. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Jackson,  so  much  of  the 
President's  Message,  of  the  2d  instant,  as  relates 
to  the  army,  fortifications,  military  academy, 
foundries,  and  arsenals,  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs. 

On*  motion,  by  Mr.  Benton,  so  much  of  the 
Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  of 
the  2d  instant,  as  relates  to  the  Indians,  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Knight,  so  much  of  the 
Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  of 
the  2d  instant,  as  relates  to  the  General  Post  Office, 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  Van  Bcren,  from  the  Committee  on  the 


Judiciary,  to  which  were  referred,  on  the  lOlh 
instant,  the  petitions  of  Jonathan  H.  Lambdin, 
William  Hill,  and  Abraham  V.  Matson,  reported 
a  bill,  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act 
for  the  relief  of  persons  imprisoned  for  debt;" 
and  the  bill  was  read  twice,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Maryland,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing motion  for  consideration: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  passing 
a  law  authorizing  the  proper  department  to  settle,  on 
equitable  terms,  the  claims  of  Maryland  against  the 
Government  of  the  United  Slates,  arising  from  ad- 
vances made  by  Maryland  during  the  late  war. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Barbour,  the  Senate  re- 
sumed the  consideration  of  the  motion  of  the  lOlb 
instant,  in  relation  to  the  claims  of  the  State  of 
Virginia  for  advances  during  ^ihe  late  war;  and 
agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  Mr,  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  of  the  lOlh 
iiistant,  to  instruct  the  Comrnittee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary to  inquire  info  the  expediency  of  constitu- 
ting three  additional  judicial  circuits,  which, 
having  been  further  amended^  was  agreed  to,  as 
follows: 

Resolved,  Thai  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  forming 
and  constituting  three  additional  judicial  circuits,  to 
be  added  to  the  present  number,  with  an  additional 
judge  to  each,  viz:  One  to  be  composed  of  the  Stales 
of  'I'ennessee  and  Alabama  ;  one  of  Mississippi  and 
Louisiana;  and  one  of  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Missouri; 
also,  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  amending  the 
laws  respecting'  the  judiciary  of  the  United  States, 
60  as  to  require  a  concurrence  of  at  least  seven  judges 
in  any  opinion  which  may  involve  the  validity  of  the 
laws  of  the  United  Slates,  or  of  the  Slates,  respec- 
tively; and,  in  such  cases,  of  requiring  the  judges 
present  to  give,  and  have  spread  on  the  record,  their 
opinions,  respectively  : 

And  likewise  into  the  expediency  of  so  reforming 
the  courts  of  the  United  States,  as  lo  make  the  Su- 
preme Court  8e{tarale  and  distinct  from  the  circuit 
courts. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  resolution  proposing  an  amendment 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  as  it  re- 
spects the  choice  of  Electors  of  President  and  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  the  election 
of  Representatives  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States;  and,  on  motion,  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  authorizing  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  furnish,  for  the  use  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Arkansas,  an  abstract  of  the  military 
bounty  lands  lying  within  the  same;"  a  bill,  en- 
titled "  An  act  appropriating  a  certain  amount  of 
money  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  D.  Tompkins;" 
also,  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  the  times  of 
holding  the  district  court  at  Mobile,  in  the  district 
of  Alabama  : ''  in  which  bills  they  request  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 
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The  bill,  eolitled  ''An  act  appropriating  a  cer- 
tain sum  of  money  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  D. 
Tompkins,"  was  read  the  second  time,  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

In  pursuance  of  a  notice  given  on  Friday  last, 
Mr.  Hayne  rose  to  ask  leave  to  offer  a  resolution 


three   bills   brought   up   for   concurrence  '  yielded  to  the  conviction  that  some  alteration  was 

td,  and  respectively  passed  to  the  second    necessary  m  this  part  of  that  mstrumen       Two 

'  ^  ^  ^  classes  of  amendment  had    been  suggested— the 

one,  relating  to  the  mode  of  chooing  the  Elect- 
ors, and  the  other,  to  the  mode  of  choice  hy  the 
Electors.  So  many  different  propositions  had 
been  offered  in  regard  to  the  manner  of  choosing 
Electors,  that  it  had  been  thought  proper  to  waive 
that  subject.  But,  certainly,  Mr.  H.  thought  it 
infinitely  more  miportant  that  some  provisioa 
should  be  made  to  secure  the  election,  actually 

and  in  spirit,  by  the  Electors.     In  all   the  modes 

to  propose  to  the  Legislatures  of  the  several  States  i  by  whicn  the  Electors  are  chosen,  they  represent 
an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  j  the  true  feelings  and  views  of  the  people.  But 
States,  so  as  to  provide  for  the  election  of  Presi-  i  this  truly  popular  mode  of  election  may  fail,  be- 
dent  and  Vice  President  by  the  Electors,  and  to  |  cause  the  choice  does  not  happen  to  be  made  at 
prevent  the  election  from  devolving,  in  any  event,  j  the  first  balloting.  The  election  ought  not  to 
upon  the  House  of  Representatives.  Mr.  H.  said  |  come  to  the  House  of  Representatives  or  the 
that,  in  introducing  this  resolution,  he  would  ask  '  Senate;  for  they  are  but  the  representatives  of 
the  indulgence  of  the  Senate  while  he  should  j  the  States  in  such  an  election,  and  it  may  happea 
briefly  state  his  views  on  the  subject.  The  num-  '  that  a  small  minority  may  give  a  President  to 
ber  01  amendments  which  had  already  been  pro-  the  nation.  By  such  a  course  the  country  might 
posed,  and  others  which  are  contemplated,  call  .  be  involved  in  great  difficulty.  The  remedy  ap- 
the  attention  of  Congress  strongly  towards  this  j  pea  red  so  obvious,  and  so  immediately  ujwn  the 
important  point.  He  did  not  deny  that  visionary  ;  surface  of  the  subject,  Mr.  H.  was  surprised  that 
schemes,  proposing  alterations  in  our  systems  of'  it  had  not  yet  been  suggested — it  is  only  to  apply 
government,  were  but  too  common — he  was  op-  |  the  same  rule  to  this  tnat  is  applied  to  all  other 
posed,  in  habit  and  principle,  to  rash  innovations,  i  elections.  On  the  failure  of  the  first  balloting  to 
But,  though  it  certainly  is  not  proper  to  change  i  produce  a  choice,  proceed  to  the  second,  and  con- 
ihe  Constitution  for  light  and  frivolous  causes,  ;  tinue  until  the  election  is  effected.  .Mr.  H.  said 
yet  the  necessity  certainly  may  exist  to  authorize  bis  resolution  proposed  that  the  Electors  should 
such  changes  as  will  tend  to  tfie  future  security  of ,  not  be  discharged  until  they  had  fulfilled  their 
the  country.  The  necessity  of  some  change,  at  commission;  that,  after  the  first  balloting,  if  the 
present,  is  too  obvious  to  be  disregarded.  It  is  choice  was  not  made,  they  should  \n'  again  con- 
the  duty  of  nations,  as  well  as  of  individuals,  by  vened,  bv  proclamation  of  the  President,  in  their 
foresight,  to  guard  against  impending  evils.  What  respective  States,  or  at  the  Seat  of  Government. 
rational  being  would  not  provide  against  an  ap-  i  We  cannot  shut  our  eyes  to  the  fact  that  thecoun- 
proaching  tempest  thatwfts  threatening  to  destroy  ;  try  is  rapidly  increasing,  and  that  the  probability 
him  ?  And  what  nati^,  when  its  enemy  was  at  of^  effecting  an  election  at  the  first  balloting  of  the 
the  door,  would  not  provide  for  defence  against !  Electors  will  continue  to  diminish.  In  the  State 
him  ?  When  the  storm  is  impending  it  is  time  to  elections  there  is  often  a  failure  to  elect  their  offi- 
close  the  avenues  against  it.  If  we  fold  cur  arms,  cers  at  the  first  balloting  ;  but  the  power  is  not 
and  wait  until  the  evils  come  upon  us,  it  will  then  I  then  transferred  to  other  hands.  The  conse- 
be  too  late  to  provide  the  remedy— we  may  then,  i  quences  which  this  amendment  provides  against 
in  the  spirit  of  the  Roman  Senate,  wrap  ourselves  \  must  happen,  if  something  is  not  done  to  prevent 
in  our  robes,  and  submit  to  our  fate.    Butweshall      '  u  .         .      .      ^        .  h 

be  subject  to  reproach  for  not  having  exerted  our- 
selves to  avert  the  causes  of  those  evils.  It  is 
worthy  of  the  deepest  reflection,  that  this  period  is 
a  safe  one  to  institute  such  improvement  as  is 


them.  If^  it  is  adopted,  the  President  will  then 
be,  emphatically,  the  man  of  the  people's  choice; 
the  door  will  then  be  shut  against  fraud  and  cor- 
ruption, and  all  improper  combinations  will  be 
prevented.  Should  Congress  agree  to  the  resolu- 
deemed  necessary.  Ihe  moment  of  actual  suf- :  tion,  and  the  people  adopt  the  amendment,  it 
lering  i.s  certainly  not  the  most  propitious  for  I  would  not  bo  too  late  for  its  application  to  the 
change;  nor,  when  there  is  a  perfect  calm  in  the  ensuing  election.  In  seventeen  of  the  Slates,  the 
political  concerns  of  the  country.  But,  when  the  ,  Legislatures  will  be  in  session  in  time  to  act  upon 
dreaded  evils  are  clearly  foreseen,  and  are  yet  ata  i  u  ;  and.  in  the  others,  the  sessions  may  be  antici- 
pated for  a  few  weeks  for  the  purpose.  But  the 
merits  of  his  proposition,  Mr.  H.  observed,  did 
not  depend  upon  its  effect  on  the  enduing  elec- 
tion— It  was  intended  for  the  future  benefit  of  our 
country,  whose  liberties,  he  trusted,  were  founded 
on  a  basis  so  solid  as  to  resist  all  encroachments, 
but  those  of  time  itself. 

Kic  ,.»„«.  ki    r       J   ».     'tV~~" \ Leave  was  then  granted   to  Mr.  Hayne  to  in- 

kIJ  f     ,1    ?  '  ^'\  ?•  '^''^'  "^^^  ^'^^  '''°°^  !  ^fod"<^^  ^^^  following  resolution  ;  which  was  read, 

rlJ°^!!!!iy.yn*":_^°'^^^°^^^  to  a  .second   reading,  and  ordered    to    b^ 

printed  : 


distance;  when  no  prejudices  are  yet  aroused  to 
prevent  deliberate  judgment  on  the'subjtct— then 
is  the  time  to  provide  against  them.  That  propi- 
tious moment  is  the  present.  The  public  mmd  u 
awake  to  the  subject,  and  the  favorable  period 
may  not  again  come.  That  some  amendment  is 
necessary— some  provision  against  this  defect  in 
the  Constitution— is  admitted  on  all  hands.    Even 
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Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represent' 
atives  of  the  Vnited  States  of  America  in  Congress 
assembled,  two-thirds  of  both  Houses  concurring, 
That  the  following  amendment  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  be  proposed  to  the  Legislatures 
of  the  several  States,  which,  when  ratified  by  the 
Legislatures  of  three-fourths  of  the  Slates,  shall  be 
valid,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  part  of  the  said 
Constitution : 

**  If  no  person  voted  for,  according  to  the  Consti- 
tution, as  President  of  the  United  States,  shall  have  a 
majority  of  the  votes  of  the  whole  number  of  Elect- 
ors, then  the  President  of  the  United  States  shall 
forthwith  issue    his  proclamation,   calling   upon    the 

Electors  to  convene  at ,  on  the day  of 

thereafter,  for  the  purpose  of  choosing  a  President ; 
that  |he  Electors,  when  so  converved,  shall  choose, 
immediately,  by  ballot,  a  President  of  the  United 
Statrl,  and  a  majority  of  the  whole  number  of  Elect- 
ors shiall  be  necessary  to  a  choice. 

"  And  should  no  person  voted  for,  according  to  the 
Constlitution,  as  Vice  President  of  the  United  States, 
have  ^  majority  of  the  votes  of  the  whole  number  of 
Electors,  then  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes 
shall  forthwith  issue  his    proclamation,  calling  upon 

the  Ejectors  to  conver\e  at ,  on    the day  of 

thereafter,    for   the   purpose    of  choosing  a  Vice 

President ;  that  the  Electors,  when  so  convened, 
shall  ^hoope,  immediately,  by  ballot,  a  Vice  President 
of  the;  United  States,  and  a  majority  of  the  whole 
numb«r  of  Electors  shall  be  necessary  to  a  choice." 

Afljer  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Hayne  was  read, 
Mr.  ^AcoN  moved  that  all  the  resolutions  pro- 
posing amendments  to  the  Constitution,  as  well 
those  ioffered  at  the  last  session  as  at  the  present, 
should  be  printed  in  a  pamphlet ;  in  order  that 
the  ^enate  might  have  one  view  of  the  whole. 
Mr.  UicKERSO.N  then  gave  notice  that  he  should, 
to-mobow,  call  up  the  proposition  to  amend  the 
Con>riitulion,  which  he  proposed  the  last  session. 
Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  gave  similar  notice  in 
regard  to  a  resolution  which  he  had  offered  ;  and 
Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  in  relation  to  an 
amendment,  which  he  said  was  proposed  by  the 
honored  and  venerable  gentleman  from  Virginia. 
(Mr.  Taylor.)  who  had  not  taken  his  seat  the 
presenit  session.  The  motion  for  printing,  pro- 
posed i  by  Mr.  Mac  O.N,  was  therefore  postponed 
until  ^o-morrow. 


I  Tuesday.  December  16. 

WiLlia.m  Kelly,  from  the  State  of  Alabama, 
attended. 

Mr.  HoL.MEs,  of  Mississippi,  presented  a  petition 
of  John  McAllister,  praying  the  confirmation  of 
his  title  to  a  tract  of  a  land.  The  petition  was 
read,  and  referred  to- the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  RuGGLE:^  presented  the  petition  of  Joseph 
Wood,  praying  comi)ensation  for  his  services  ren- 
dered as  receiver  of  a  land  office,  the  duties  of 
which  he  performed  during  a  vacancy  iu  that 
office,  in  the  year  1S17.  The  petition  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  FiNDLAY  presented  the  memorial  of  a  num- 
ber of  the  citizens  of  the  city  and  county  of  Phila- 


delphia, praying  a  revision  of  the  tariff,  with  a 
view  to  the  protection  of  the  manufactures  of  the 
United  States ;  and  the  petition  WQis  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and 
Manufactures. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  William  Wilson,  praying  a  proportion  of 
the  proceeds  of  a  vessel  and  cargo,  condemned, 
on  his  information,  for  a  violation  of  the  embargo 
laws.  The  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  George  de  Passau,  praying  the  confirma- 
tion of  his  title  to  a  tract  of  land.  The  petition 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Maryland,  presented  a  memorial 
of  Robert  Young  and  Richard  Bland  Lee,  judges 
of  the  orphans'  courts,  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, praying  amendments  to  the  testamentary  laws 
of  said  District ;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

Mr.  Hayne  presented  the  petition  of  Lewis  A. 
Petray  and  Just  Viel,  praying  fhe  remission  of 
duties  on  sugar  and  brandy,  shipped  at  St.  Augus- 
tine, when  an  American  port,  and  landed  at 
Charleston,  in  the  State  of  South  Carolina.  The 
petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance. 

Mr.  D'WoLF  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration  : 

Resolved,  Th,at  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and 
Manufactures  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  allowing  drawbacks  on  all  articles  of  domestic 
manufacture,  the  raw  material  of  which  is  of  foreign 
growth  ;  with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Eaton  submitted  the  fbllowing  motion  for 
consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  Judiciary  Committee  inquire  if 
any,  and  what,  amendments  are  necessary  to  an  act 
entitled  ''  An  act  relative  to  the  election  of  a  President 
and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  and  declaring 
the  ofRcer  who  shall  act  as  President  in  case  of  vacan- 
cies in  the  offices  of  both  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent,"' passed  the  tirst  of  March,  1792. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing motion  for  consideration: 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office  be  instructed  to  lay  before  the  Senate 
all  communications  received  by  him,  from  the  Register 
of  the  Land  Office  and  Receiver  of  Public  Moneys  at 
St.  Helena  courthouse,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana, 
touching  their  official  duties,  not  heretofore  communi- 
cated ;  and  that  he  communicate  all  the  information 
in  his  possession  as  to  the  causes  which  have  delayed 
the  adjustment  of  the  land  claims  in  said  district. 

A  letter  from  the  Hon.  Mr.  King,  of  New  York, 
stating  that  ill  health  would  prevent  his  attend- 
ance on  the  meetings  of  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Relations,  and  requesting  to  be  excused  from 
serving  on  that  committee,  was  received  and  read, 
and  Mr.  K.  was  accordingly  excused. 

The  resolution  offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  John- 
son, of  Louisiana,  instructing  an  inquiry  into  the 
expediency  of  providing,  by  law,  for  thetinal  deci- 
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sion  of  certain  unconarmed  claims,  under  French,  ! 
British,  and  Spanish  titles,  to  lands  in  the  State  , 
of  Louisiana,  was  again  read,  and  adopted. 

The  resolution  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  f  ar-  ^ 
ROTT,  instructing  an  inquiry  into  the  exnediency  | 
of  authorizing  an  additional  number  of  sloops-of-  \ 
war  to  be  built,  was  again  read  and  adopted.  | 

The  resolution  offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  Lloyd,  I 
of  Maryland,  instructing  an  inquiry  into  the  expe- 
diency of  authorizing  the  settlement,  on  equitable 
terms,  of  the  claims  of  Maryland  against  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  arising  from 
advances  during  the  late  war,  was  again  read  and 

adopted. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  to 
alter  the  time  of  holding  the  circuit  court  in  the 
State  of  Alabama,  was  twice  read,  and  referred  . 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  { 
authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  fur-  j 
nish,  for  the  use  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  an 
abstract  of  the  Military  Bounty  Lands,  lying  within 
the  same,  was  twice  read,,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  an  act  to  relieve 
persons  imprisoned  for  debt,  was  taken  up  in  Com- 
mittee' of  the  Whole,  reported  without  amend- 
ment, and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third 
time. 

AMENDMENTS  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

Af^reeably  to  notice,  Mr.  Dickerson  asked  and 
obtamed  leave  to  introduce  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  twice  read,  and  referred  to  a  se- 
lect committee  of  five  members ;  and  Messrs. 
Benton,  Hayne,  Dickerson,  Holmes  of  Maine, 
and  Kelly,  were  appointed  the  committee: 

Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Reprtsenta- 
lives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  as- 
sembled, two-thirds  of  both  Houses  concurring,  That 
the  following  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  be  proposed  to  the  Legislatures  of  the 
several  States ;  which,  when  ratified  by  the  Legisla- 
tures of  three-fourths  of  the  States,  shall  be  valid,  to 
all  intents  and  purposes,  as  part  of  the  said  Con- 
stitution : 

"  That,  for  the  purpose  of  choosing  Representatives 
in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  each  State 
shall,  by  its  Legislature,  be  divided  into  a  number  of 
districts,  equal  to  the  number  of  Representatives  to 
which  such  State  may  be  entitled.  The  districts  shall 
be  formed  of  contiguous  territory,  and  contain,  as 
nearly  as  may  be,  an  equal  number  of  persons  enti- 
tled, by  the  Constitution,  to  be  represented,  or  of  per- 
sons qualified  to  vote  for  members  of  the  most  numer- 
ous branch  of  the  State  Legislature.  In  each  district 
the  persons  qualified  to  vote  shall  choose  one  Repre- 
sentative. 

"That,  for^the  purpose  of  choosing  Electors  of  Pres- 
ident and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  the 
persons  qualified  to  vote  for  Representatives,  in  each 
district,  shall  choose  one  Elector ;  and,  at  the  same 
time,  the  two  additional  Electors  to  which  each  State 
is  entitled,  shall  be  chosen  by  the  persons  so  qualified 
to  vote,  in  such  manner  as  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
shall  direct.  The  Electors,  when  convened  at  the 
time  and  place  prescribed  by  law,  for  the  purpose  of 


voting  for  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States,  shall  have  power,  in  cas«  any  of  them  shall 
fail  to  attend,  to  choose  an  Elector  or  Electors,  in 
place  of  him  or  them  so  failing  to  attend.  The  divis. 
ion  of  States  into  districts,  as  hereby  provided  for, 
shall  take  place  immediately  after  this  amendment 
shall  be  adopted,  and  immediately  after  every  future 
census  and  apportionment  of  Representatives,  un- 
der the  same ;  and  such  districts  shall  not  be  altered 
until  a  subsequent  census  shall  have  been  taken,  and 
an  apportionment  of  Representatives  under  it  shall 
have  been  made. 

"  That,  when  the  lists  of  all  persons  voted  for  as 
President  and  Vice  President,  and  the  number  of  vote* 
for  each,  shall  have  been  transmitted  to  the  seat  of 
Government,  as  required  by  the  Constitution,  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  shall  forma  joint 
meeting,  in  which  the  President  of  the  Senate  shall 
preside,  who  shall  then  open  all  the  certificates,  and 
the  votes  shall  be  counted.  The  person  having  the 
greatest  number  of  votes  for  President  shall  be  the 
President,  if  such  number  be  a  majority  of  the  whole 
number  of  Electors  appointed  ;  and  if  no  person  have 
such  a  majority,  then,  from  the  highest  numbers,  not 
exceeding  three,  on  the  list  of  those  voted  for  as  Pres- 
ident, the  joint  meeting  shall,  immediately,  by  ballot, 
choose  the  President.  A  majority  of  the  votes  of  all 
the  members  present  shall  be  necessary  to  a  choice  on 
the  first  ballot ;  after  which,  s  plurality  of  votes  only 
shall  be  necessary  to  a  choice.  The  person  having 
the  greatest  number  of  votes  as  Vice  President,  shall  be 
the  Vice  President,  if  such  number  be  a  majority  of 
the  whole  number  of  Electors  appointed  ;  if  no  person 
have  such  a  majority,  then  he  shall  be  chosen  by  the 
Senate,  as  directed  by  the  Constitution. 

'*  That  no  person,  who  has  been  twice  elected  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  shall  again  be  eligible  to 
that  office." 

Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine^ 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  which  was  read  twice,  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  referred  to  the. committee  last 
mentioned  : 

Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represent' 
atives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congest 
assembled,  two-thirds  of  both  Houses  concurring.  That 
the  following  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  be  proposed  t-j  the  Legislatures  of  the 
several  States;  which,  when  ratified  by  the  Legisla- 
tures of  three-fourths  of  the  whole  number  of  States, 
shall  be  valid,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  part  of 
said  Constitution  : 

''Questions  of  the  validity  of  the  election  of  Presi- 
dent, shall  be  determined  by  the  Senators  and  Repre- 
sentatives, in  joint  ballot.  The  President  of  the  Sen- 
ate shall  preside  ;  and  a  majority  of  each  House  shall 
constitute  a  quorum.  The  rules  of  proceeding  shall 
be  determined  by  law  ;  but  no  rules  shall  have  effect 
until  two  years  after  they  shall  have  been  made." 

The  resolution  proposing  an  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  as  it  re.spects 
the  election  of  President  and  Vice  President  of 
the  United  States,  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  select  committee  last  appointed,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  resolution  proposing  an  amendment 
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to  the  Constitution   of  the   United    States,  as  ii\  assembled,  two-thirds  of  both  Houses  concurring,  That 
resp<?cts  the  choice  of  Electors  of  President  and  ,  the  following  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the 


Vice  President  of  the  United  Stales,  and  the  elec- 
tion of  Representatives  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States;  and  it  was  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee last  appointed,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Ordered,  That  the  resolutions  of  the  last  and 
present  session,  proposing  amendments  to  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  Slates,  be  printed  for  the 
use  of  the  Senate. 

The  resolutions  proposed  by  Mr.  Taylor,  of 
Virginia,  at  the  last  session,  were  as  follows  : 

*'  1.1  Senate  of  the  Usited  States, 

January  10,  1823. 
Agreeably  to  notice  given.   .Mr.  Tailor,  of  Virginia, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  read,  and  pastied  to  the  sec- 
ond reading. 

Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  as- 
sembled, two-thirds  of  both  Houses  concurring.  That 
the  following  amendment  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  be  proposed  lo  the  Legislatures  of  the 
several  States : 

"  The  Electors  of  a  President  and  Vice  President 

shall  meet  on  the  day  of  next  preceding 

the  expiration  of  the  time  for  which  the  existing  Pre 


United  Slates  be  proposed  to  the  Legislatures  of  the 
several  States,  which,  when   ratified  by  three-fourths 
thereof,  shall  be  a  part  of  the  said  Constitution  : 
"The  Electors  of  a  President  and  Vice  President 

shall  meet  on  the day  of next  preceding  the 

expiration  of  the  lime  for  which  the  existing  President 
may  have  been  appointed  ;  vote  for  a  President  and 
Vice  President,  and  make  two  lists  of  the  persons 
voted  for  to  fill  each  office,  to  be  signed  and  certified 
by  them  ;  one  to  be  delivered,  sealed,  to  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  or,  if  there  is  no  President,  lo 
the  person  exercising  the  powers  of  the  said  office, 
within days  thereafter,  to  be  opened  and  exam- 
ined by  him  ;  and  if  it  shall  appear  that  no  person 
has  received  the  votes  of  a  majority  of  the  Electors 
appointed,  the  President  of  the  United  States,  or  the 
person' exercising  the  powers  of  the  said  office,  shall, 
forthwith,  by  proclamation,  and  by  notifications  lo  the 
Executives  of  each  Stale,  publish  the  number  of  votes 
given  lo  each  person   as  President ;  whereupon,  the 

said  Electors  shall  again  meet  on  the day  of 

next  succeeding  their  first  meeting,  and  vote  for  one 
of  the  two  persons,  as  President,  who  shall  have  re- 


ceived the  greatest  number  of  votes  for  that  office,  at 
their  first  meeting  ;  or,  if  it  should  happen  that  more 

- -- -   o persons  than  two  shall  have  received  the  greatest  num- 

sident'mayhavebeen  appointed,  vote  for  a  President  |  ber,  and  also  an  equal  number  of  votes,  the  said  Elec 
and  Vice  President,  according  to  the  Constitution,  and  !  tors  shall  vole  for  one  -^  '^'-   °°    p— "'-"♦      -r^' 


make  two  lists  of  all  persons  voted  for,  to  be  gigned 
and  certified  by  them  ;  one  id  be  delivered,  scaled,  lo 

the   President  of  the  United  Slates,  within days 

thereafter,  lo  be  opened  and  examined  by  him  ;  and, 
if  it  thall  appear  that  no  person  has  received  the  votes 
of  a  Aiajonty  of  the  Electors  appointed,  the  President 
of  the  United  States  shall,  forthwith,  by  proclamation, 
and^  also  by  notifications  to  the  Executives  of  each 
Slate,  publish  the  number  of  voles  given  to  each  per- 
son as  President,  whereupon   the  said    Electors  shall 

again  meet  on  the day  of next  succeeding 

their  first  meeting,  and  vote  for  one  of  the  two  persons 
as  President  who  shall  have  received  at  their  first 
meeting  the  greatest  number  of  voles  for  that  office  ; 
or  if  it  should  happen  that  more  persons  than  two 
should  have  received  the  greatest  number,  and  also 
an  equal  number  of  votes,  the  said  Electors  shall  vote 
for  one  of  them  as  President.  The  said  Electors  shall 
transmit  one  of  the  lists  to  be  made  at  their  first  meet- 
ing, and  aUo  that  to  be  made  at  their  second,  should 
it  lake  place,  to  be  proceeded  upon  as  the  Conslitu- 
tulion  has  prescribed,  except  that  the  person  having 
the  greatest  number  of  voles  at  the  second  meeting  of 
the  said  Electors  shall  be  the  President.  But,  if  two 
or  more  persons  shall  have  received  the  greatest  and 
an  equal  number  of  voles,  at  the  second  meeting  of 
the  said  Electors,  the  House  of  Representatives  shall  i  tion. 


of  them  as  President.  The 
said  Electors  shall  transmit  the  other  list  of  votes  for 
a  President  and  Vice  President,  at  their  first  meeting, 
and  also  the  list  of  the  votes  for  a  President,  at  their 
second  meeting,  if  it  should  take  place,  to  the  Seat  of 
Government  of  the  United  Slates,  signed  and  certified, 
under  seal,  directed  to  the  President  of  the  Senate, 
who  shall  open  the  said  lists  in  the  presence  of  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives;  and,  if  it  shall 
appear  that  any  person  has  been  duly  elected  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  according  lo  the  Constitu- 
tion, such  person  shall  be  the  President ;  if  not,  and 
it  shall  appear  that  any  person  shall  have  received  the 
greatest  number,  and  also  a  majority  of  the  votes  of 
the  said  Electors,  at  their  second  meeting,  he  shall  be 
the  President.  I3ul,  if  it  shall  happen  that  no  person 
i^  duly  elected  President  of  the  United  States,  either 
at  the  first  or  second  meeting  of  the  said  Electors,  then 
ihe  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  shall  imme- 
diately, by  ballot,  each  member  of  both  Houses  giving 
one  vote,  proceed  to  elect  a  President  from  ihe  persons 
duly  voted  for  at  the  second  meeting  of  the  said  Elec- 
tors. A  majority  of  all  the  members  present  at  the 
said  joint  meeting  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives shall  be  necessary  to  a  choice  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  on  the  first  ballot ;  after 
which,  a  plurality  of  said  voles  shall  decide  the  elec- 
The  person  having  the  greatest  number  of  vote* 


choose  one  of  them    for  President,  in   the   mode  pre 
scribed  by  the  Constitution."  ' 

'' January  28,  1823. 
Mr;' Tailor,  of  Virginia,  from  the  Comnuttee  to  which 
riiVBs  ref<  rred  a  resolution  proposing  an  amendment  ^ 
to  the   Constitution  of  the   United  Slates,  as  it   re-  j 
spects  the  election  of  President  and  Vice  Presidenlj 
Vof  the    United   States,  reported   the   following  nevt't 
draught  as  a  substitute  therefor  ;  which  was  read,  and  j 
ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate 


as  Vice  President,  shall  be  the  Vice  President,  if  such 
number  be  a  majority  of  the  whole  number  of  Electors 
appointed  ;  and  if  no  person  shall  have  such  majority, 
then,  from  the  two  highest  numbers  on  the  list,  the 
Senate  shall  choose  the  Vice  President,  as  provided  for 
by  the  Constitution." 


Wldnlsday,  December  17. 

Mr.  King,  re-elected  a  Senator  from  the  State 
^i.{Mo/rerf,  iy  M«  Stna/c  anrf //(yu*e  c/ A'e;)rc«en/a.  j  of  Alabama,  appeared,  was  qualified, 

XveS  of  the    United  States  of  America,  in    Congress  \  seat. 


and  took  his 


fives  of 
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Mr.  RuGCLEs.  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  ]      On  motion,  by  Mr.  DicKERaoN.  two  members 
to  which  was  referred,  on   the  l5th  instant,  the    were  added  to  the  committee  to  which  was  re-, 
bill   entitled   ''An   act   appropriating  a   sum  of  ferred  the  resolutions  proposing  amendments  to 
money  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  D.  Tompkins."  j  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States;  and  Mr. 
reported  the  same  without  amendment.  King,  of  New  York,  and  Mr.  Macon,  were  ac- 

Mr.  Benton  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Le-  j  cordingly  appointed, 
gislature  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  praying  the  j      The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
organization  of  a  tribunal  for  the  adjudication  of]  motion  of  the  16th  instant,  requiring  information 
unconfirmed  claims  to  lands,  and  that  a  duty  may  j  from   the   Commissioner   of  the   General    Land 
•be  imposed  on  imported  lead.     The  memorial  was    Office;  aod  agreed  thereto. 

read,  and  referred   to  the  Committee  on  Public        The  Senate  re>umed  the  consideration  of  the 
Lands.  I  motion  of  the  16ih  instant,  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 

Mr.  B.  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Legisla- ,  pediency  cf  amending  the  "Act  relative  to  the 
tureof  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  praying  a  modi-  j  election  of  a  President  and  Vice  President  of  the 
fication  of  their  western  boundary  line,  for  reasons  \  United  States,  and  declaring  the  officer  who  shall 
stated  in  the  memorial ;  which  was  read,  and  re-  act  as  President,  in  case  of  vacancies  in  the  offices 
ferred  to  a  select  commitfee.  to  consider  and  report  ;  of  both  PreMdent  and  Vice  President,"  passed  the 
thereon;  and  Mr.  Benton,  Mr.  King,  of  Ala- |  Hrsl  of  March,  17^2;  and  agreed  thereto, 
baina,  and  Mr.  Lowrie,  were  appointed  the  said  j  Mf.  Benton  gave  notice  that  he  should  ask 
committee.  l  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Taylor 

Mr.  Eaton    presented  the   petition   of  Jame:i  !  Berry. 
Jackson,  and   J.  C.   McLemore.   of  Tenn^so>ee,  i      Mr.  Mills   was  appointed    a  member  of  the 
securities  for  the  late  Robert  Seacy,  Paymaster  in  i  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  in  the  place  of 
the  Army,  for  West  Tennessee,  praying  an  act  ;  Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  who,  at  his  own  request, 
may  pass  authoriring  the  equitable  -etllement  of  i  was  excused  from  acting  on  that  committee, 
his  accounts.     The   petition   was  read,    and  re- 


ferred to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 

Mr.   LowRiE   presented   the   memorial    of  the 
Synod  of  Philadelphia,  expressing  their  views  in 


Thlr.sday,  December  19. 
Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  presented  the  rae- 


relation  to  the  civilization  of  the  Indians,  and  morial  of  Charles  Morgan,  praying  the  confirma- 
their  earnest  hope  that  the  appropriations  made  tion  of  his  title  to  a  tract  of  land.  Tlie  memorial 
for  that  object  may  be  continued.  The  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Comiuittee  on  Pub- 
was  read.  lie  Lands.  -jy 

Mr,  HoL.ME.s,  of  Maine,  presented  the  petition  Mr.  Hayne  presented  the  memorial  of  a  num- 
of  Comfort  Smith,  prayinw  that  a  pension  may  be  {  ber  of  the  banking  institutions  of  Charleston, 
granted  to  her  husband,  Noah  Smith,  a  soldier  of  South  Carolina,  and  others,  praying  the  repeal  of 
the  Revolution,  whose  insanity  has  been  the  sole  !  the  14lh  section  of  the  act  incorporating  the  Bank 
reason  for  his  not  obtaining  it.  The  petition  was  j  of  the  United  States. — The  memorial  was  read, 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions,    and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Hayne  presented  the  petition  of  Francis  \  Mr,  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  Corn- 
Henderson,  in  behalf  of  himself  and  the  heirs  of  i  mittec  on  Naval  Aflairs,  submitted  a  report  on 
Colonel  John  Laurens,  deceased,  praying  that  !  the  petition  of  William  and  Henry  Gray,  o(  BoV 
certain  errors,  alleged  to  have  been  committed  in  i  ton,  who  ask  the  interposition  of  Government  m 
the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  the  said  Laurens,    their  favor,  in  the  case  of  the  capture  of  the  brig 

Otter,  and  her  condemnation  by  the  Spanish  au- 
thorities at  Porto  Rico.  The  committee,  after 
stating   the   facts   in   connexion   with  the   case, 


may  be  corrected,  and  tha'  the  balance  due  may 
be  paid.  The  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Maryland,  presented  the  petition 
of  Joseph  Forrest,  praying  indemnification  for  the 


recommend  its  reference  to  the  Department  of 
State,  that  such  measures  may  be  taken  thereon 
as  the  ri^^hts  of  the  citizens  ol*  the  United  Stales, 


loss  of  a  vessel,  chartered*  by  the  Government,  |  and  the  interests  and  dignity  of  the  Government, 
and  condemned  in  consequence  of  her  improper 
detention  by  its  agent.     The  petition  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  bill,  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  persons  imprisoned  for 
debt,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Regolved,  That  the  bill  pass,  and  that  the  title 
thereof  be,  *'An  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  en- 
titled 'An  act  for  the  relief  of  penons  imprisoned 
for  debt.'' 

The  Senate  re-umed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  IGth  instant,  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  allowing  drawbacks  on  all  articles  of 
domestic  manufacture,  the  raw  material  of  which 
is  of  foreign  growth;  and  agreed  thereto. 


may  to  the  Executive  appear  to  require. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  John  Frank,  praying  remuneration  for  the 
loss  of  his  property,  occasioned  by  the  contlagra- 
tion  of  the  building  occupied  by  him  as  a  messen- 
ger, and  owned  by  the  United  State>,  in  the  year 
1S14.  The  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Maryland,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing motion  for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  Comnnttee  on  Natal  AfLiirs  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  regulating, 
or  prohibiting,  by  law.  the  transportation  of  gold, 
silver,  or  jewel*,  in  the  armed  vessels  of  the  United 
States. 


December,  1S23. 


Daniel  D.   Tompkim. 


Senate. 


On  motion,  two  members  were  added  to  the 
committee  to  which  was  referred,  on  the  17th  in- 
stant, the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Arkansas,  on  the  subject  of  their  boun- 
dary line;  and  Messrs.  Jackson  and  Mills  were 
appointed  accordingly. 

DANIEL  D.  TOMPKINS. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  D.  Tompkins 
was  taken  up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  Mr. 
RuGGLE8,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
stated  that  this  bill  merelv  provided  an  appropria- 
tion of  S35,190,  which  nad  been  found,  by  the 
proper  accounting  officers,  under  an  act  of  the  last 
session  of  Congress,  to  be  due  to  Mr.  Tompkins; 


the  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Buildings* 
showing  the  expenditures  on  public  buildings,  and 
other  objects  coramitted  to  bis  care,  during  the  present 
year. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

.The  Message  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  ISth  instant,  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  regulating,  or  prohibiting,  by  law,  the 
transportation  of  gold,  silver,  or  jewels,  in  the 
armed  vessels  of  the  United  States ;  which  was 
amended,  and  agreed  to  as  follows: 

Retolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  be 


that  the  accounts  had  come  under  the  revision  of  i  in»tructe«J  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  regulaUng 
the  Presidcnt,and  that  he  had  signified  hisopinion    °'  prohibiting,  by  law,  the  transportation  of  goldv^ed- 
.         L-     .  L  1  ..   .     r«  ver,  or  jewe  s,  or  carrying  ol  passengers,  m  the  a/nied 

on  the  subject  by  a  special  message  to  Congress.  I  ^^^;^,^  J^^  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^^  J^^   ^  >^ 

In  that  message.  It  would  be  recollected,  that  a  i  i       .    /  c 

further  sum  was  supposed  to  be  due  to  Mr.  Tomp-      ,  The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
kins,  the  investigation  of  the  accounts  having  been  '  the  Committee  on  Nava   Affairs,  on  the  memorial 


delayed  at  his  own  request. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  without  amendment, 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time.  On  motion 
of  .Mr.  S.MiTH,  the  bill  received  its  third  reading, 
by  general  consent,  and  was  passed. 


Friday,  December  19. 

Mr.  D'WoLF  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
President  and  Directors  of  the  Merchants'  Bank 
of  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  praying  that  a  portion 
of  the  stamp  duties  paid  by  tl^t  institution  into 
the  Treasury,  in  the  year  1817,  may  be  refunded, 
for  reasons  stated  in  the  memorial;  which  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  NoBLL  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  praying  the 
organization  of  an  additional  circuit,  of  which 
that  State  shall  form  a  part;  or,  that  the  said 
State  may  be  attached  to  the  circuit,  of  which 
Ohio  and  Kentucky  are  component  parts. — The 
memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciary. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Benton,  the  memorial  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Missouri, 
relative  to  the  extinguishment  of  the  Indian  title 
to   lands  within   that   Slate,  accompanying   the 


of  Henry  Gray  and  William  Gray;  and,  in  con- 
currence therewith,  the  memorial  was  referred  to 
the  Department  of  State,  in  order  that  such  mea- 
sures may  be  taken  thereon  as  the  rights  of  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  the  interests  and 
dignity  of  the  Government,  may  to  the  Executive 
appear  to  re<|uire. 


Monday,  December  22. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  made 
in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of 
the  17th  December,  instant,  in  relation  to  the  de- 
lay which  has  arisen  in  the  adjustment  of  land 
claims  in  the  St.  Helena  land  district. — The  re- 
port was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Findlay  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
President  and  Directors  of  the  Chesapeake  and 
Delaware  Canal  Company,  praying  the  aid  of 
the  General  Government  to  the  undertaking  in 
which  they  are  engaged. — The  memorial  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals. 

Mr.  Edwards  presented  the  petition  of  William 
:  Eaton,  praying  an  act  may  pass  authorizing  the 
Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  ;?  equitable  settlement  of  his  accounts.-.The  peti- 
the  7th  of  February,  1823,  was  referred  to  the  ^i.^".  ^'^^  f^^'^' ^^^  '^^^"^^  '^  the  Committee  of 
Comrniuee  on  Indian  Affairs,  to  consider  and  re-  ^      ^''^j^.q^.  p,,,,^^,^  ^^e  petition  of  Hadrianus 

por     nereon.                           .r\v;iiinr,.  Van  Noorden,  stating  that  he  has  claims  against 

Mr.  Eaton  presented  the  memorial  ot  William      .     ^  .    r  r      «    r     tu    ;ii i  «?^..,..« 

IX'  \\                 *  1     .k        ^rt;„^-    „„ „,>   .„   ,u^  the  Government  of  France  for  the  illegal  capture 

W I   latnson,  and  others,  omcers  engaged   in   the      -  i     ■     .u  ^-cux i   i7q^  o,>i 

,.         '          .  .u     o           1     11^       ir.   tk^  of  two  vessels,  in  the  years  1/%  and  17y7,  and 

expedition  against  the  Seminole  Indians  in  the  i_r'    mi..  -■:...; _„-j i   i-;.i 

year   1S18,  representing  that  an  errdneous  con-  ^  P'"^>'"r 
slruction  has  been  given,  by  the  accounting  offi-  '  ° 


praying  relief — The  petition  was  read,  and  laid 


cers  of  the  Treasury  Department,  to  an  act  ol 
Congress  of  May  4,  1822,  intended  for  their  bene- 
fit, and  praying  relief. — The  memorial  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

The  following  Message  was  received  Iroiu  the 
President  of  the  United  States  : 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  .- 

In  compliance  with   a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  of 


Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the  memorial  of  Daniel 
Smith,  president  of  the  Insurance  Company  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  others,  stating  that  they  have 
suffered  extensive  losses  by  captures,  seizures,  and 
condemnations,  under  the  authority  of  the  French 
Government,  for  which  they  have  hitherto  been 
unable  to  obtain  indemnity,  and  praying  the  inter- 
position of  the  Qeneral  Government  in  their  be- 
half.— The  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 


28th  January,  1818,  I  herewith  transmit  to  Congress    Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 
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Senate. 


Procetdingt. 


Decembes,  1823. 


Mr.  Johnson,  of  LouisiaDa,  presented  the  me- 
morial of  Isaac  A.  SmiJh,  and  others,  of  Florida, 
praying  that  the  right  of  pre-emption  may  be  ex- 
tended to  certain  settlers  on  the  lands  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. — The  memorial  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  presented  the  me- 
morial of  William  W.  Montgomery,  praying  that 
a  balance  on  the  books  of  the  Treasury,  in  favor 
of  Michael  Reynolds,  as  late  marshal  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  for  the  Louisiana  district,  who  has  9ied 
insolvent,  may  be  paid  to  the  memorialist,  or  af>- 
plied  to  the  discharge  of  claims  for  which   he  is 

liable,  as  the  surety  <ff  the  said  Reynolds,  for  the  i  uaiv:-  m  luiciyu  »r3.->cia  anu  *rs»fis  oi  me  uniieu 
faithful  performance  of  his  official  duties. — The  ,  States ; "  and,  An  act,  passed  20th  April,  1818, 
memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  entitled  "An  act  concerning  tonnage  and  dis- 
-r/-ii-;._-  criminating   duties   in  certain  cases;''  and.   An 

act  in  addition  thereto,  passed  on  the  third  day  of 


that  he  may  enter,  in  lieu  thereof,  an  eijual  quan- 
tity of  public  land.  The  petition  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 

Mr.  S.MITH  gave  notice  that,  to-morrow,  he 
shuuld  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  revive,  and 
continue  in  force.  An  act,  passed  on  the  3d  March, 
1815,  entitled  "An  act  to  repeal  so  much  of  the 
several  acts  imposing  duties  on  the  tonnage  of 
ships  and  vessels,  and  on  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise, imported  into  the  United  Stales,  as  im- 
poses a  discriminating  duty  on  tonnage,  between 
foreign  vessels  and  vessels  of  the  United  States, 
and  between  goods  imp)orted  into  the  United 
Sates  in  foreign  vessels  and  vessels  of  the  United 


memona 
of  Claims 

^    Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing motion  for  consideration. 

Rtsolptd,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasurj  be 
directed  to  lay  before  the  Senate  a  statement,  abow- 
iog  the  eiact  amount  which  will  be  due  and  payabl^ 
to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  on  the 
first  day  of  February,  1825. 

A  me.ssage  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  pas.sed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Charles 
M.  Collier,'*  m  which  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  RuGGLES,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  which  was  referred,  on  the  9th  instant,  the  pe- 
tition of  Hanson  Kelly,  made  a  report,  together 
with  a  resolution,  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner 
ought  not  to  be  granted. 


Tuesday,  December  23. 

Mr.  Smith  presented  the  petitiob  of  George 
Greer,  praying  a  pension.  The  petition  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  presented  the  petition 
of  Joseph  Leland  and  others,  merchants,  ship- 
owners, and  ship-masters,  interested  in  the  navi- 
gation of  Saco  river,  in  the  State  of  Maine,  pray- 
ing that  a  pier  may  be  erected,  and  buoys  placed, 
at  the  mouth  of  said  river.  The  petition  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce 
and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Barton,  from  the  committee  to  which  was 
referred,  on  the  ISth  instant,  the  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
furnish,  for  the  use  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas, 
an  abstract  oi  the  military  bounty  lands  lying 
withm  the  same,"  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

^^"^  r",^?^^'  °^  Louisiana,  presented  the  me- 
mona of  Thomas  Shields,  purser  in  the  Navy  of 
Tni,..°Q?  .  States,  praymg  a  release  from  the 
United  States  of  their  moiety  of  the  proceeds  of  a 
prize  cargo,  captured,  and  prosecuted  to  condem- 
nation at  his  expense.  The  memorial  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Comiu.ttee  on  Naval  Affairs: 

Mr.  liENTON  presented  the  petition  of  Taylor 
iierry  praying  that  he  may  be  allowed  to  release 

f,L    k'  r  ^  ^?l}  °^'  ''"^'  '''  Missouri,  derived 
from  the  United  States,  but  contested  at  law ;  and 


March,  1819. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Charles  M.  Collier,"'  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  resolution  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr. 
Smith,  of  Maryland,  directing  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  lay  before  the  Senate  a  statement 
of  the  exact  amount  that  will  be  due  and  payable 
to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  on 
the  first  day  of  January,  162-3,  was  read  for  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  Smith  said,  that,  as  the  first  loan  made 
during  the  late  war,  became  due  at  the  time 
named  in  his  resolution,  he  wished  to  know  what 
amount  the  Treasury  would  be  bound  to  pay  to 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  on  that 
day.  The  President  had  stated,  that  there  would 
be  nine  millions  of  dollars  in  the  Treasury  at  that 
time.  .Many  gentlemen,  perhaps,  suppose  that 
sum  to  be  yet  unappropriated  ;  but  Mr.  S.  believed 
a  considerable  part  of  it  would  fall  due  to  the 
Sinking  Fund,  and  he  wished  to  know  the  exact 
amount. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  un-  ' 
favorable  to  the  petition  of  Hanson  Kelly,  was 
taken  up. 

Mr.  Macon  moved  to  reverse  the  report :  which 
motion  was  supported  by4iimself  and  by  Messrs. 
S.MITH  and  Branch  ;  and  was  opposed  by  Mr. 
RuGGLEs.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Hayne,  the  report 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States: 
To  the  SenaU.  of  the  United  States  . 

I  herewith  transmit  to  Congrew  a  atatement,  by 
William  Lambert,  explanatory  of  his  astronomical 
calculations,  with  a  view  to  establish  the  lo^igitude  of 
the  Capitol. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
Wakhixgtow,  December  2:t,  IH'J.'}. 

The  Message  and  document  therein  referred  to 
were  read. 


Wednesday,  December  24. 
Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  Smith  asked  and  ob- 
tained leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  revive  and  con- 
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December,  1823. 


Proceedings. 


Senate. 


tinue  in  force  certain  acts  relative  to  discrimi- 
nating duties  on  imports  and  tonnage ;  which  was 
read  twice,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  HoL.MES,  of  Maine,  presented  the  petition 
of  Josiah  Hook,  collector  of  the  port  of  Penobscot, 
praying  to  be  indemnified  against  a  judgment  ob- 
tained against  him  for  the  seizure  of  provisions, 
with  which  it  was  attempted  to  supply  the  enemy 
during  the  late  war.  The  petition  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
furnish,  for  the  use  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas, 
an  abstract  of  the  military  bounty  lands  lying 
within  the  same;"  and,  no  amendment  having 
l)een  made,  it  was  reported  to  the  House,  and  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading.   . 

Mr.  Van  Buren  gave  notice  that,  on  Monday 
next,  he  should  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  joint  res- 
olution, proposing'  an  amendment  to  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States,  in  relation  to  the 
election  of  President  and  Vice  President. 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  Friday. 


Eaton  submitted  the  following  motions  for 


Friday,  December  26. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ''  An  act  supple- 
mentary to  the  act,  entitled  '  An  act  for  the  relief 
of  persons  imprisoned  for  debt,''  with  an  amend- 
ment, in  which  they  request  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate.  They  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  **  An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Jeremiah  Manning,  of  New 
Jersey;''  also,  a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the 
reliei  of  Thomas  W.  Bacot;"  in  which  they  re- 
quest the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Jeremiah  Manning,  of  New  Jersey,"  was  read 
twice,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Tho- 
mas W.  Bacot,"  was  read  twice,  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads.  ^ 

Mr.  Rl'ggles,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  which  was  referred,  on  the  23d  instant,  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Charles  M.  Col- 
lier," reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance,  to 
which  was  referred,  on  the  24th  instant,  the  bill 
"to  revive  and  continue  in  force  certain  acts  rela- 
tive to  discriminating  duties  on  imports  and  ton- 
nage," reported  the  same,  with  amendments ;  which 
were  read. 

Mr.  Barton  submitted  the  following  resolution 
for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  exposing  to  public  sale 
the  lead  mines  and  salines  of  the  United  States;  and, 
if  such  sales  be  deemed  expedient,  that  they  then  in- 
quire whether  any  further  provision  by  law  be  neces- 
sary for  the  purpose  of  acquiring  and  diffusing  among 
the  people  of  the  United  States  a  more  general  know- 


ledge of  the  situation  and  value  of  those  mines  and 
salines,  prior  to  such  sales.  ^ 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing motion  for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  Postmaster  General  be  instructed 
to  communicate  to  the  Senate  all  the  information  in 
his  possession,  as  to  the  condition  of  the  National  road, 
commencing  at  Madisonville,  in  the  State  of  Louisi- 
ana, and  terminating  at  Florence,  on  the  Tenneuee 
river;  and  as  to  the  expediency  of  transporting  the 
mails  to  and  from  New  Orleans  on  the  said  route. 

Mr 
consideration 

Resolved,  That,  where  any  vacancy  happens  in  any 
of  the  offices  of  .the  Senate,  the  vacancy  shall  be  sup- 
plied by  ballot  of  the  members  present. 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  will,  on  the day  of 

,  by  ballot,  elect  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  the 

Sergeant-at-Arms,  and  Doorkeeper,  Assistant  Door- 
keeper, together  with  the  principal  and  other  clerks; 
and  on  the  third  d^y  of  each  and  every  Congress  they 
will,  in  like  manner,  appoint  those  officers. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  presented  the  petition 
of  Mitchener  Cadwallader,  stating  that  he  is  en- 
gaged in  the  publication  of  a  periodical  journal, 
entitled  "The  Archives,"  and  praying  authority 
to  take  copies  for  the  same,  of  all  State  papers  un- 
der the  control  of  Congress,  and  such  other  facil- 
ities towards  the  prosecution  t)f  his  design,  as  may 
be  deemed  expedient.  The  petition  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Library. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  presented  the  me- 
morial of  Walter  S.  Chandler,  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  praying  the  payment  of  five  final 
settlement  certificates,  burnt  in  the  year  1790,  while 
in  his  possession. — Referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  presented  the  petition  of 
Andrew  Henshaw,  deputy  surveyor  of  the  public 
lands,  praying  the  payment  of  an  account  for  ser- 
vices in  that  capacity,  the  amount  of  which  has 
been  wrongfully  withheld  by  the  late  surveyor  of 
the  lands  ol*the  United  States  south  of  Tennes- 
see, The  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  amendment  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  an 
act,  entitled  'An  act  for  the  relief  of  persons  im- 
prisoned for  debt;"  and  it  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  on  the  petilioa 
of  Hanson  Kelly,  together  with  the  amendment 
proposed  thereto;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Chand- 
ler, it  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  with  instructions  to  inquire  whether  it 
was  not  the  duty  of  the  marshal  to  call  on  the 
coiKractor  for  the  district  to  furnish  rations  for  the 
prisoners  of  war,  during  the  late  war;  and  whe- 
ther there  was  not  a  contractor  for  furnishing  ra- 
tions for  the  district  of  North  Carolina;  and  whe- 
ther the  marshal  was  authorized  to  contract  for 
rations  for  prisoners  of  war,  where  there  was  such 
a  contractor;  and  whether  the  contract  between 
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the  marshal  of  North  Carolina  and  Hanson  Kelly 
wa:s  a  written  contract ;  and  to  obtain  from  the 
commissary  of  prisoners  and  Secretary  of  War 
such  other  information  relating  to  said  contract 
as  they  may  be  able  to  give. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  to  furnish,  for  the  use  of 
the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  an  abstract  of  the  mili- 
tary bounty  lands  lying  within  the  same,"  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Mills  gave  notice  that,  on  Monday  next, 
he  should  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  joint  resolution, 
proposing  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  in  relation  to  the  election  of 
President  and  Vice  President. 


MoNniv,  December  29. 

Mr.  FiNDLAY  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Meen,  and  others,  citizens  of  Philadelphia  and  its 
vicinity,  praying  a  modification  of  the  tariff,  for 
the  purpose  of  protecting  the  manufactures  of  the 
United  States.  The  memorial  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Man- 
ufactures. 

Mr.  Smith  presented  the  memorial  of  John  Hol- 


Retoked,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establish- 
ing a  navy  yard  at  Charleston,  ^uth  Carolina,  for  the 
building  and  repairing  of  sloops  of  war  of  an  inferior 
class. 

Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  submitted  the  following 
motion  for  consideration : 

Retolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  hands  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  granting 
a  pre-emption  to  one  quarter  section  of  land  to  each 
of  the  counties  of  Bibb.  Conecuh,  Henry,  Pike,  and 
Covington,  in  the  State  of  .\labama,  for  the  location 
of  their  respective  seats  of  justice. 

I'he  resolution  offered  on  Friday  last,  by  Mr. 
Barton,  proposing  inquiry  into  the  expediency  of 
exposing  to  public  sale  the  lead  mines  and  salines  ' 
belonging  to  the  United  States,  was  again  read, 
and  agreed  to. 

The  resolution  offered  on  Friday,  by  Mr.  Eaton, 
providing  for  the  biennial  elections  of  the  officers 
of  the  Senate,  was  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

The  resolution  submitted  on  Friday  last,  by 
Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  calling  upou  the  Post- 
master General  for  information  respecting  "the 
condition  of  the  National  road,  commencing  at 
Madisonville,  in  the  Slate  of  Louisiana,  and  ter- 


half.     The  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  presented  the  petition  of 
John  Forbes  and  Company,  praying  the  confirma- 
tion of  their  title  to  a  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the 
Tensa  river.  The  petition  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

^Ir.  King,  of  Alabama,  presented  the  petition 
of  Nicholas  Cook,  agent  for  the  heirs  of  Nicholas 
Baudin,  praying  the  confirmation  of  their  title  to 
a  tract  of  land.  The  petition  was'  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  King,  of  Aiabama,presented  the  memorial 
of  the  heirs  of  Joseph  Chastang,  praying  the  con- 
firmation of  their  title  to  a  tract  of  land.  The 
memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Barton  presented  the  petition  of  John  Hall, 
representing  that  he  is  confined  in  jail  on  a  judg- 
ment rendered  against  him  at  the  suit  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  the  district  of  Missouri;  and  praying 
to  be  discharged  from  imprisonment.  The  peti° 
tion  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Macon,  the  petition  of  Ha- 
drianus  \an  Noorden,  presented  on  the  22d  inst 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Forcian  Rela- 
tions, to  consider  and  report  thereon.        * 

Mr.  Lanman,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Uttice  and  Post  Roads,  lo  which  was  referred  the 
bill,  entitled  '-An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  W. 
bacot,    reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Hayne  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration: 


a  bill,  entitled  "'An  act  further  extending  the  term 
of  half-pay  pensions  to  the  widows  and  children 
of  officers,  seamen,  and  marine.>,  who  died  in  the 
public  service;"'  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Brintnel  Robbins  ;*'  aUo,  a  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Loudon  Case  ;"  in  which 
they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Si-nate. 

The  bill,  entitled  "'An  act  further  extending  the 
term  of  half-pay  pensions  to  the  widows  and  child- 
ren of  officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  who  died  in 
the  public  service,"  was  read  twice,  bv  unanimous 
consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Brint- 
nel Robbins,"  was  read  twice,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Lou- 
don Case,"  was  read  twice,  by  unanimous  consent, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims 

DUTIES  ON  I.MPORTS  AND  TONNAUE. 

The  bill  to  revive  and  continue  in  force  certain 
acts  relative  to  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage, 
was  taken  up  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  of  Finance, 
rose  to  stale  to  the  Senate  the  objects  of  this  bill. 
He  said  the  subject  was  probably  generally  un- 
derstood by  members  ;  but,  as  some  might  not 
have  had  the  time  to  pay  that  attention  to  the 
subject  which  its  importance  required,  he  hoped 
to  be  pardoned  for  attempting  to  explain  it.  On 
the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  It  was  soon  perceived  that  the  navigation 
of  the  country  was  prostrated  ;  and  that  our  trade 
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was  carried    on.   almost  exclusively,   by    foreign 
shipping.     Under  these  circumstances,  it  became 
necessary  that  Congress  should  adopt  some  meas- 
ure to  give  encouragement  to  our  own  shipping; 
and  a  law,  proposing  to  give  our  commerce  the 
necessary  advantages  over  that  of  foreign  nations, 
in  our  own   ports,  was  passed.     This  law  estab- 
lished a  tonnage  duty  of  six  cents  on  the  Ameri- 
can vessel,  and  fifty  cents  on  the  foreign,  and  also 
an  import  duty  of  lU  per  cent,   in   favor  of  the 
shipping  of  the  United  States.     These  two  pro- 
visions, it  was  then  believed,  would  of>erate  so 
favorably  as  to   induce  American  merchants  to 
build  vessels,  and  this  expectation  was  abundantly 
realized.     The  commerce  of  the   country  made 
such  rapid  pro2re>s  under  the  system,  as  lo  render 
It  very  little  necessary.     All  the  expected  advan- 
tages were  reaped  from  this  law,  so  long  as  the 
principle  remained  untouched  by  foreign  nations. 
But,  their  attention  was  finally  turned  towards  it. 
England  observed  the  great  advantages  that  re- 
sulted from  our  discriminating  duties;  and,  in  a 
subsequent  treaty  with  us,  she  reserved  to  herself 
the  right   to  countervail  these  duties,  which  she 
afterwards  did.     At  the  lime  she  instituted  her 
countervailing  duties,  our  then  Minister  in  Eng- 
land wrote  a  letter  lo  the  Government,  suggesting 
the  propriety  of  taking  some  measures  on  the  sub- 
ject, before  England   had  time  to  taste  the  sweets 
of  this  policy.     About  the  year  1801,  the  subject 
was  brought  forward  m  Congress,  and  the  neces- 
sity of  doing  away  all   countervailing  duties,  by 
admitting,  on  terms  of  reciprocity,  the  vessels  of 
all  nations  who  were  willing  to  adopt  the  same 
policy  in  regard  to   us,  was  explained.     But  the 
attempt   did   not  succeed ;  people  could   not   be 
made  to  extend  their  views  to  the  time  when  the 
European  wars  should  cease,  and  the  nations  left 
free  to  retort  upon  us,  for  our  discriminating  sys- 
tem.    But,  at  last,  the  peace  of  Amiens  took  place, 
and  that  event  opened  the  eyes  of  our  people,     it 
showed   us  that   British  ships  would  get  all  the 
employment,  while  we  retained  our  discrimina- 
ting  law.     They    could  carry    goods  the   whole 
amount  of  freight  cheaper  than  our  vessels.    War 
again  commenced  ;  and,  f^o  long  as  it  continued, 
our  system  did  us   no  harm.     But    when    peace 
again  returned,  it  was  soon  found  what  would  be 
the  result  of  our  policy.     It  was  in  1815  that  the 
act  passed  repealing  all  discriminating  duties  on 
the  vessels  of  those  nations  which  would  admit 
ours  on  terms  of  reciprocity.     Mr.  S.  enumerated 
subsequent  laws  which   had   passed,  defining  the 
operation  of  the  act,  in  relation  to  our  trade  With 
the  colonies  i-f  other  countries,  with   the  Hanse 
towns,  dec.     in    the  last  act  they  had  all   been 
continued  in  operation   till  the   1st  of  January, 
1824,  and  the  law  now  before  the  Senate  proposed 
still  to  continue  them  in  force.     The  law  which 
was  passed,  introducing  the  principle  of  recipro- 
city in    regard   to   the   Netherlands,  was  met  by 
their  Government  with  a   corresponding  spirit; 
but  they  have  since  made  a  law  of  a  discrimina- 
ting nature,  from  the  supposition  that  we  intended 
lo  give  up  the  system  of  reciprocity.     But,  Mr.  S. 
said,  he  had  been  informed  by  their  charge  d'af- 


faires that  the  revival  of  this  act  on  our  part 
would  produce  the  repeal  of  their  late  law.  The 
importance  of  acting  immediately  on  this  sub- 
ject, in  conseqi|ence  of  the  proximity  of  the  period 
when  the  former  acts  in  relation  to  it  would  ex- 
pire, Mr.  S.  said,  had  induced  him  to  present  the 
objects  of  the  bill  to  the  Senate  at  this  time. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  said  he  regretted 
extremely  the  necessity  of  acting  with  so  much 
haste  upon  a  subject  of  this  importance.     The 
acts  proposed  to  be  continued  in  force,  he  knew, 
provided  for  the  admission  of  the  commerce  of 
foreign  nations  upon  the  same  footing  as  they  ad- 
mit ours.     But,  the  amendments  which  had  been 
proposed  lo  this  act,  by  the  committee  to  whom 
it  was  referred,   Mr.  L.  had  not  seen  until  he 
found   them   on  his  table  this  morning.     He  did 
not  know  that  they  would  go  any  further  than 
had  been  staled  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Maryland.     If  they  went  no  further  than  to  con- 
tinue in  force  the  present  acts  of  reciprocity,  he 
would  cheerfully  vole  for  them ;  but,  of  one  part 
of  the  proposed  bill,  he  fell  a  little  doubtful.     Mr. 
L.  read  a  clause  of  the  bill,  which  he  thought 
would  require  that  the  trade  with  the  colonies  of 
foreign  nations  should  be  placed  on  the  same  foot- 
ing as  the  trade  to  the  mother^ountries.     This 
provision  he  was  averse  to,  as  the  trade  to  the 
colonies  had  always  been  regulated  by  the  Gov- 
ernments to  which  they  belonged.     The  law  of 
1815,  was  a  very  just  and  proper  law ;  that  law 
only  made  it  the  duty  of  the  Executive  lo  a.Mier- 
lain  upon  what  terms  our  commerce  w^as  adnait- 
ted  by  other  nations,  and  then  to  reciprocate  those 
terms  and  abolish  the  discriminating  system.  The 
view  which  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  had 
taken  was  correct.     It  was  true  that,  at  the  end 
of  the  Revolutionary  war,   our   commerce  was 
prostrated,  or  rather  that  it  was  non-existent.    We 
nad,  with   the  utmost  exertion,  thrown  off  the 
trammels  of  the  mother  country  ;  and  we  came 
out  of  that  struggle  in  a  state  of  exhaustion.     In 
this  slate  we  were  left  to  feel  our  own  way — we 
were  without  experience.     It  was  not  wonderful, 
then,  that  our  commerce  was  paralyzed — it  could 
hardly  be  otherwise.     An^png  other  expedients  to 
give  It  life,  the  system  of  discriminating  duties 
was  adopted.     Our  commerce  began  to  flouriiih, 
and  unrivalled  success  attended  it.     Very  shortly 
after,  indeed  almost  at  the  same   moment,   the 
French  revolution  took  place,  a  revolution  which 
convulsed  the  whole  world.     This  event  threw  a 
very  great  propwrtion  of  trade  immediately  into 
our  hands.     Mr.  L.  thought  this  a  greater  cause  of 
the  prosperity  of  our  commerce,  than  any  dis- 
criminating duties  laid  by  us.     Afterwards  it  had 
been  thought  proper  to  renounce  the  discriminat- 
ing system  and  lo  adopt  a  fair  and  broad  principle 
!  of  reciprocity.     The  expediency  of  this  measure 
'  had  beien  fully  proved — there  could  be  no  doubt 
i  of  it — experience  had  tested  it.     Into  that  system 
!  Great  Britain  had  reluctantly  entered.     Notwith- 
standing the  equal  terms  upon  which  her  ships 
were  admitted  to  our  ports,  not  one  in  twenty  of 
the  vessels  which  arrive  with  foreign  goods  are 
foreign  vessels.     She  would  not  have  adopted  it, 
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unless  she  had  gained  corresponding  advantages 
in  her  trade  with  us.  Mr.  L.  said  he  would  agree 
to  the  bill  now  proposed,  if  it  only  went  so  far  as 
to  continue  the  former  acts  of  reciprocity  ;  but  he 
feared  it  went  further;  that  it  required  not  only 
the  trade  to  the  European,  but  to  the  colonial 
ports  also,  to  accord  with  its  principles.  To  this 
requisition  neither  Great  Britain  nor  France 
would  submit;  and  it  would  only  have  a  ten- 
dency to  bring  upon  us  a  vexatious  war  of  dis- 
criminating duties. 

Mr.  Smith  briefly  replied.  He  did  not  think 
the  words  of  the  bill  would  warrant  the  conclu- 
sion drawn  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  made  some  few  re- 
marks on  the  subject,  which  were  not  heard  dis- 
tinctly. 

Mr.  Hayne  returned  his  thanks  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Maryland  for  his  able  remarks  upon 
the  commercial  history  of  the  country  ;  but  con- 
fessed that  he  felt  unprepared  to  act  on  this  sub- 
ject at  this  moment.  He  had  only  seen  the  bill 
for  the  first  t^ime  this  morning.  He  moved,  there- 
fore, that  the  subject  should  be  postponed  until 
to-morrow;  and,  in  the  meantime,  the  honorable 
member  from  Massachusetts  would  hare  an  op- 
portunity to  satisfy  his  doubts  upon  the  tendency 
of  the  bill,  and  he  himself  would  have  trme  for 
further  inquiry. 

Mr.  HAYNE'd  motion  prevailed,  and  the  further 
consideration  of  the  subject  was  postponed  till  to- 
morrow. 

,AV1ENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 
Mr.  Mills,  of  Massachusetts,  rose  to  ask  leave, 
in  pursuanceof  notice  which  he  had  given  on  Fri- 
day last,  to  introduce  a  joint  resolution,  proposing 
an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  in  regard  to  the  election  of  President  and 
Vice  President.    Prev  iously,  however,  to  the  ques- 
tion, on  granting  leave  being  put,  Mr.  M.  said  he 
would,  by  the  indulgence  of  the  Senate,  state  the 
substance   of  his   proposition,  and,  very   briefly, 
some  of  the  reasons  which  had  induced  him  to 
oflFer  it.     The  Constitution  should  be  approached 
with  great  caution.     He  deprecated  too  frequent 
attempts  to  amend  it,  as  calculated  to  derange  its 
nicely  adjusted  powers,  and  to  lessen  the  re'spect 
and  veneration  which  all  should  cherish  for  that 
instrument.     It  was   the  work  of  men's  hands, 
and  therefore  not  perfect ;  but  still  ought  not  to 
be  subjected  to  all  the  varying  changes  which 
temporary  inconvenience  may  suggest,  nor  should 
alterations  be  made  as  an  expedient  to  effect  a 
momentary  and   perhaps    imaginary  good.     For 
several  successive  NesMons  of  Congress.  Mr.  M 
said,  efl-orts  had   been  made  to  procure  amend- 
ments in  relation  to  this  subject,  and  at  the  pre- 
sent session,  those  efforts  had  been  renewed  with 
increased  zeal,  and  multiplied  beyond  all  former 
example.     After  the  various  propositions  which 
have  been  submitted  to  the   Senate,  it  would  be 
almost  impossible  to  present  any  project  which 
should  bear  the  stamp  of  novelty',  or  which  had 
not  before  occurred  to  others.     He  had  therefore 
not  attempted  it,  nor  had  he  relied  upon  hTow;' 


wisdom  or  invention  in  the  amendment  he  was 
about  to  propose  ;  but  had  resorted  to  the  united 
wisdom  of  that  illustrious  band  of  patriots   and 
statesmen,  who  devised  and  framed  the  excellent 
form  of  Government,  under  which  we  have  en- 
joyed so  much    prosperity  and   happiness;    and 
which,  by  a  wise  and  prudent  administration  of 
our  rulers,  and  intelligence  and  integrity  among 
the  people,  was  calculated  to  continue  and  per- 
petuate those  blessings.     He  wished   then,  to  re- 
turn to  the  good  old  ways  of  our  political  fathers, 
and  to  reinstate  in   the  Constitution  its  original 
provision   for   the  choice  of  President   and   Vice 
President  of  the  United  States.     This,  Mr.  M. 
said,  was   the  whole  of  his  proposition.     It  had 
met  the  sanction  of  the  enlightened  assembly  to 
which  he  had  alluded,  and  the  conventions  of  the 
I  several  States  ;  it  had  been  tested  by  experience, 
and  seemed  better  calculated  in  time  to  come  to 
I  to  eflect  a  choice  by  the  Electors  appointed  for 
;  that  purpose,  and  above  all,  to  secure  for  the  ser- 
I  and  office  in  the  Government  those  qualifications 
i  and  endowments,  which,  in  a  good  degree,  fit  him 
for  the  Jirst.      The  illustrious  body  of  men  who 
framed   our  Constitution,  had  difficulties  of  no 
small  magnitude  to  encounter  ;    local  prejudices 
were  to  be  removed  ;  conflicting  interests  to  be 
reconciled  ;  the  jealousy  of  the  small   States  as- 
I  suaged,  and  the  power  and  influence  of  the  large 
States   restrained,  and    it   was   only   by  mutual 
sacrifices  (or  the  common  good,  that  a  system  of 
compromise  and  concession  was  at  length  effected. 
Among  those  difficulties,  the  organization  of  the 
Executive  department,  the  powers  with  which  it 
should  be  invested,  the  number  of  which  it  should 
be  composed,  and    the  manner  which   it   should 
be    appointed,   were    not    the    least   formidable. 
Upon  this  subject,  (hey  moved  in  a  new  and  un- 
tried path,  and   were  to   be  guided  only    by   the  - 
light  of  their  own  minds,  and  a  knowledge  of  the 
institutions  of  their  country.     The  history  of  other 
republics,  ancient  or  modern,  afforded  them   no 
aid;    for.  although  confederacies  of  free  States 
had  existed  in  different  ages  of  the  world,  both  in 
ancient  and   modem  limes,  yet,  in  none  of  them 
had  there  existed  a  common  permanent  head,  vested 
with  Executive  powers  only,  for  the  administra- 
tion of  the  civil  as  well  as  military  part  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  appointed  in  any  manner  adapted  to 
the  genius  of  our  people.     This  part  of  their  duly, 
therefore,  had  called  forth  the  most  minute  inves- 
tigation and   full  discussion  in  that  body.     A  re- 
currence to  the  history  of  those  times,  and  to  the 
journals  of  that  Convention,  would  show   that 
the  plan  adopted  was  not  ihe  only  one  submitted 
to  their  consideration  ;  that  variuus  projects  were 
offered,  both  in  relation   to  the  organization  and 
duration  of  the  office;  that,  at  one  time,  it  was 
pro[)osed  he  should  be  elected  by  the  Governors 
of  the  States,  and  that,  for  a  long  time  after  the 
first  draught  of  the  Constitution  was  submitted,  it 
seemed  to  be  determined  that  the  Executive  should 
be  chosen  by  the  Legislative  branch  of  the  Gov- 
ernment; and  this  plan  remained  unaltered  until 
about  the  time  the  Constitution  was  reported  m  ib 
final  shape.    Until  near  this  time,  too,  ii  was  un- 
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decided  by  what  number  of  individuals  the  Execu- 
tive power  should  be  exercised — whether  by  one  or 
more ;  whether  such  an  office  as  that  of  Vice  Presi- 
dent should  be  created,  or  what  should  be  his  du- 
ties. From  the  various  projects  which  were  before 
them,  and  surrounded  as  they  were  with  such  nu- 
merous difficulties,  the  authors  of  the  Constitution 
devised  a  plan  for  the  election  of  President  and 
Vice  President,  which  secured  the  hearty  concur- 
rence of  the  people.  For,  although  almost  every 
other  part  of  that  instrument  met  with  the  warm- 
est opposition,  and  particularly  the  powers  vested 
in  the  Executive,  yet  it  is  believed  that  his  mode 
of  appointment  escaped  even  the  animadversion 
of  its  enemies. 

For  what  purpose,  asked  Mr.  M.,  was  the  office 
of  Vice  President  created  ?     Was  it  thai  he  might 

f  reside  over  the  meetings  of  this  House  ?  No  sir. 
f  that  had  been  the  case,  we  should  be  left,  like 
most  other  legislative  bodies,  to  appoint  our  own 
presiding  officer.  The  Constitution  had  in  view 
that  he  might  be  called  upon,  in  certain  events,  to 
exercise  the  high  and  important  functions  of  the 
chief  Executive  Magistrate.  Hence,  it  provided 
thai  he  should  be  voted  for  as  President  of  the 
United  States,  from  among  the  candidates  for  that 
high  office.  This  mode  of  election  clearly  shows 
that  his  business  in  the  Government,  and  the  chief 
reason  of  his  appointment,  was  not  merely  to  con- 
duct the  deliberations  of  the  Senate.  The  first 
officer  in  the  Government  might  be  arrested  in  the 
midst  of  his  career,  by  the  arm  of  death  ;  sickness 
might  destroy  his  faculties ;  ihe  visitation  of  Provi- 
dence might  prostrate  in  ruins  his  intellectual 
powers;  he  might  be  removed  by  impeachment, 
or  voluntarily  retire  from  his  arduous  duties.  In 
either  of  these  events,  the  Executive  authority 
must  be  administered  by  some  individual,  and  the 
mode  of  election  pointed  out  by  the  Constitution, 
as  It  originally  stood,  would  always  secure  lo  the 
country,  in  the  .second  office  of  the  Government, 
the  services  of  an  enlightened  citizen,  elected  with 
a  view  to  his  qualifications  for  the  first  office,  and 
presupned  to  be  capable  of  discharging  its  high  and 
important  duties.  If  this  was  the  object  for  which 
he  was  elected,  Mr.  M.  contended,  that,  reasoning 
a  jrriori,  that  object  would  be  much  more  likely  lo 
be  effected,  and  with  greater  facility  and  security, 
in  the  mode  originally  pointed  out  in  the  Consti- 
tution. To  accomplish  the  end  in  view,  the  Con- 
vention had  provided,  that  the  Electors  should 
meet  in  their  respective  States,  and  vole  for  two 
persons,  one  of  whom,  at  least,  should  not  be  an 
inhabitant  of  the  same  State  with  themselves; 
that  the  person  having  a  majority  of  the  votes  of 
the  Electors  should  be  the  President,  and  the 
person  having  the  next  highest  number  of  voles 
should  be  the  Vice  President;  presuming,  that,  as 
both  would  be  voted  for,  without  designation,  as 
President,  both  would  be  worthy  of  the  office,  and 
comi)etent  to  perform  its  duties.  Experience  has 
'sanctioned  the  correctness  of  this  theory,  and 
proved  the  conclusion  of  their  reasoning  to  be  well 
founded.  So  long  as  that  provision  remained  a 
part  of  the  Constitution,  and  two  persons  were 
voted  for,  without  designation  or  distinction,  the 


person  filling  the  office  of  Vice  President  was,  in- 
variably, at  a  subsequent  election,  elevated  to  the 
Executive  chair.  But,  since  that  provision  has 
been  altered,  and  the  Electors  have  been  called 
upon  to  designate,  by  their  votes,  a  person  for  a 
secondary  and  inferior  office,  other  views  and 
other  considerations,  have  influenced  his  selection 
— without  the  hope  or  expectation  of  any  further 
advancement. 

But,  Mr.  M.  said,  the  propriety  of  the  original 
mode  of  election  was  not  only  evident  from  the 
deductions  of  reasoning,  and  the  voice  of  experi- 
ence, but  it  was  fully  confirmed  by  the  prospect  of 
the  future,  and  especially  by  the  prospect  imme- 
diately before  the  nation.  An  election  is  rapidly 
approaching;  and,  although  a  constellation  of 
worthies  have  been  for  months,  and,  he  might  say, 
for  years,  presented  to  the  people,  as  candidates  for 
the  Presidential  chair,  what  single  individual  has 
yet  been  seriously  named  to  fill  the  office  of  Vice 
President?  While  no  small  excitement  exists  in  ( 
the  public  mind  in  relation  to  the  one,  there  was, 
as  far  as  he  knew,  an  utter  apathy  and  indifference 
in  relation  to  the  other.  What,  then,  Mr.  M. 
asked,  would  be  the  probable  result  of  the  two 
modes,  at  the  approaching  election  ?  Suppose  all 
these  distinguished  personages  should  be  candi- 
dates, one  only  could  be  chosen  lo  office ;  because, 
the  friends  of  neither,  under  the  present  system, 
would  probably  consent  that  their  favorite  can- 
diate  for  the  Presidency  shojuld  be  held  up,  to 
nomine^  for  the  Vice  Presidency.  But,  if  the  Con- 
stitution had  remained  in  its  original  form,  in  all 
probability,  two  of  them  might  be  elected — one  to 
the  first,  and  another  to  the  second  office.  Yon 
would  then  have  a  person  for  Vice  President,  ca- 
pable, at  least  in  the  opinion  of  a  plurality  of  the 
Electors,  of  discharging  the  duties  incumbent  on 
the  President,  and  who  had  received  their  suffra- 
ges as  such. 

The  leading  object  avowed  by  sentlemen  who 
now  propose  amendments  lo  the  Constitution,  is 
to  prevent  the  election  of  President  from  devolving 
on  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Mr.  M.  said  that,  if  the  view  he  had  just  pre- 
sented was  correct,  the  event,  so  much  and  so  justly 
deprecated,  would  be  much  less  likely  to  occur, 
under  the  Constitution  as  originally  adopted,  than 
in  its  present  shape.  In  the  various  combinations 
of  ballots  which  would  result  from  voting  for  two 
persons  for  the  same  office,  it  would  be  almost 
certain  that  one  of  them  would  be  elected  Presi- 
dent, and  as  the  person  having  the  next  highest 
number,  though  not  a  majority,  would  be  deemed 
lo  have  a  sufficient  support  to  entitle  him  to  the 
second  office,  as  standing  second  in  the  confidence 
of  the  people,  the  election  of  both  would  be  se- 
cured. Surely  this  would  be  a  much  better  ar- 
rangement than  that  half  a  dozen  candidates 
should  be  contending  for  the  first  office  alone, 
neither  of  whom  could  have  the  second,  and  that, 
too,  with  very  little  prospect  of  either  succeeding 
by  the  Electoral  vote.  Mr.  M.  put  it  to  the  . 
Senate,  whether  this  was  not  a  fair  view  of  the 
prospect  immediately  before  us.  Should  the  ap- 
proaching election   be   conducted   in   the  mode 
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poiDted  out  by  the  amendment  which  he  was 
about  to  submit,  very  little  doubt  would  be  enter- 
tained that  a  choice  would  be  effected,  without 
the  intervention  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
But,  under  the  present  mode,  there  was  not,  he 
said,  probably,  an  honorable  gentleman  in  the 
Senate  who  indulged  a  reasonable  hope  that  this 
would  be  the  result.  To  those,  therefore,  who  wish 
toj^void  so  disastrous  event,  Mr.  M.  appealed  for 
dieir  support  of  the  proposition  he  wa>  about  to 
submit,  and  to  unite  with  him  in  restoring  the 
Constitution  to  its  original  form. 

^r.  M.  said,  that  the  object  which  he  mainly  had 
in  view,  was  to  reinstate  in  the  Constitution  the 
mode  originally  prescribed  for  the  Electors  to  give 
in  their  votes.  If  this  object  should  meet  the  coun- 
tenance of  the  Senate,  some  of  the  amendments 
which  have  been  proposed  by  other  gentleman, 
may,  nevertheless,  be  engrafted  upon  it.  He  did 
not  intend,  nor  perhaps  would  it  be  proper,  to  go 
into  an  argument  respecting  other  proposition* 
which  had  been  offered,  and  which  were  now  be- 
fore the  Senate.  He  begged  leave,  however,  to 
submit  a  few  remarks  upon  those  parts  of  other 
plans  which  might  be  connected  with  or  are  hos- 
tile to  his  own  proposition.  The  districting  sys- 
tem, if  approved,  might  be  incorporated  with  the 
plan  he  was  about  to  propose.  But  Mr.  M.  thought 
there  were  strong  arguments  against  the  amend- 
ment which  proposed  to  district  the  whole  coun- 
try for  the  choice  of  Electors.  One  of  its  professed 
objects  is,  to  secure  the  choice  of  Electors  to  the 
people,  without  any  control  of  the  States.  If  the 
election  of  the  Federal  Executive  is  to  be  made  by 
the  popular  will,  it  is  obvious  that  justice  requires 
that  the  people  in  every  part  of  the  Union  should 
be  placed  upon  the  basis  of  equality,  so  that  the 
citizens  of  one  State  should  enjoy  as  great  a  share 
of  this  privilege,  as  the  citizens  of'another.  Widely 
different,  however,  would  be  the  operation  of  this 
system.  Great  inequality  would  be  produced. 
The  State  of  Rhode  Island,  for  instance,  with  a 
population  of  a  little  over  eighty  thousand,  is  en- 
titled to  four  Electors,  and  would,  therefore,  be 
divided  into  four  districts,  each  district  containing 
about  twenty  thousand  ;  while  the  State  of  New 
York,  entitled  to  thirty-six  Electors,  and  divided 

^0  thirty-six  Electoral  districts,  would  have  a 
)ulation  of  forty  thousand  in  each  district.     The 

jument,  therefore,  is  fallacious  and  delusive, 
which  holds  this  system  as  one  of  equality.  There 
would,  in  fact,  be  as  much  inequality  in  this  mode, 
as  in  an  election  by  the  House  of  Representatives  ; 
or,  at  least,  a  proportional  inequality  ;  for,  it  is 
obvious  that  a  majority  of  the  Electors  might  be 
chosen  by  a  minority  of  the  people. 

So  ;n  regard  to  the  amendment  propos^by 
the  honorable  member  from  Missouri,  (Mr.  Ben- 
ton,) giving  the  election  of  President  and  Vice 
President  immediaielv  to  the  people,  by  which 
each  State  is  to  be  divided  into  districts,  and  each 
district  to  have  one  vote,  and  that  vole  to  be  de- 
cided by  a  majority  of  the  people,  in  their  primary 
assemblies.  By  this  plan,  too,  a  minoritV  of  the 
people  may  not  only  govern  the  votes  of  a  State, 
but  determine  the  election  of  a  President.     Mr. 
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M.  said  that,  to  illustrate  the  truth  of  this  position, 
the  more  familiarly,  he  would  again  take  the  ex- 
ample of  a  small.  State.  The  State  of  Delaware 
would  be  divided  iMo  three  districts,  each  district 
having  one  vote.  Suppose  that  each  of  these  dis- 
tricts should  coniain  one  thousand  voters;  that  in 
one  district  they  should  be  unanimous  for  A;  that 
in  the  two  other  districts  A  should  have  four  hun- 
dred and  fifty  votes,  and  B  tive  hundred  and  fifty. 
Here,  then,  the  people  of  the  State  of  Delaware 
would  cast  nineteen  hundred  votes  for  A,  and 
eleven  hundred  only  for  B;  and  yet,  B  would 
count  two  votes  for  President,  in  Delaware,  and 
A  only  one.  In  addition  to  this  objection,  it 
would  always  be  productive  of  great  public  ex- 
citement, if  the  election  should  be  given  immedi- 
ately to  the  people,  without  the  intervention  of 
Electors.  Experience  has  proved  the  truth  of  this 
remark.  In  those  large  States  of  the  Union, 
where  the  Executive  is  elected  by  the  people,  and 
especially  if  his  term  is  of  more  than  one  year's 
duration,  there  is  much  more  public  excitement, 
auimosity,  and  bitterness  produced,  than  in  small 
Stales,  where  the  office  is  of  l^ss  importance. 

The  proposition  of  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina.  (.Mr.  Hayne.)  Mr.  M.  said, 
had  many  reasons  to  recommend  it.  But  there 
was  one  provision  in  that  amendment,  to  which 
he  could  not  yield  his  assent.  It  provides  that, 
when  the  choice  is  not  effected  by  the  Electors, 
at  their  first  balloting  in  their  respective  States, 
the  power  of  electing  .>hall  again  return  to  them, 
all  of  whom,  for  this  purpose,  shall  be  convened 
in  one  place.  Here  would  be  the  same  opportu- 
nity for  intrigue,  cabal,  and  corruption,  and  the 
same  inconveniences  which  attend  an  election  by 
the  House  of  Representatives.  Mr.  Millh  begged 
pardon  of  the  Senate  for  any  apparent  transgres- 
sion of  Parliamejitary  rule,  by  even  the  slight 
consideration  which  he  had  given  to  the  former 
propositions  for  amendment,  which  he  had  done 
only  for  reasons  before  slated.  Believing,  how- 
ever, as  he  did,  that  the  restoration  of  the  Consti- 
tution to  its  original  form,  in  regard  to  this  im- 
portant subject,  would  add  to  the  stability  of  the 
Union,  enhance  the  respectability  of  the  Execu- 
tive, by  securing  to  the  people  the  services  of  two 
of  her  most  respected  citizens  in  the  two  highest 
officers  of  the  Government,  and  have  a  strong 
tendency  to  prevent  the  necessity  of  an  election 
by  the  House  of  Representatives,  he  asked  leave 
to  introduce  a  joint  resolution  to  that  effect. 

Leave  was  accordingly  granted,  and  Mr.  Mills 
introduced  the  resolution  as  follows: 

Reaolted,  4-f.,  Thtt  the  following  amendment  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  b«  proposed  to 
the  Legislatures  of  the  several  States;^ which,  when 
ratified  by  the  Lrgisl.itures  of  three-fourths  of  the 
States,  shall  be  valid,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  at 
purt  of  said  Constitutioo  : 

The  Electors  «h»ll  raeet  in  their  respective  Slates, 
and  Tote  by  ballot  f.»r  two  persons,  of  whom  one  at 
least  shall  not  be  an  inhabiunt  of  the  same  State  with 
themselves.  And  they  shall  make  a  list  of  all  ihe  per- 
sons voted  for,  anJ  oi  the  number  of  rotes  for  each ; 
which  list  tbej  shall  sign  and  certify,  and  transmit, 
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sealed,  to  the  Seat  of  Government  of  the  United  Stales, 
directed  to  the   President  of  the  Senate.     The  Presi- 
dent of  the  Senate  shall,  in  the  presence  of  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives,  open  all  the  certificates, 
and  the  votes  shall  then   be  counted.     The    person 
having   the   greatest    number    of  votes    shall    be  the 
President,  if  such  number  be  a  majority  of  the  whole 
number  of  Electors  appointed;  and  if  there  be  more 
than  one  who  have  such  majority,  and  have  an  equal 
number  of  votes,  then  the   House  of  Representatives 
shall  immediately  choose,  by  ballot,  one  of  them  for 
President;   and  if  no  person  have   a  majority,  then, 
from  the  five  highest  on  the  list,  the  said  House  shall, 
in  like  manner,  choose  the  President.     But,  in  choos- 
ing the  President,  the  votes  shall  be  taken  by  Slates, 
the  representation  from  each  State  having  one  vote. 
A  quorum  for  this  purpose  shall  consist  of  a  member 
or  members  from  two-lhirds  of  the  States,  and  a  ma- 
jority of  all  the  States  shall  be  necessary  to  a  choice. 
In  every  case,   after  the  choice  of  the   President,  the 
person   having  the   greateot    number   of  voles  of  the 
Electors,   shall  be  the  Vice  President.     But,  if  there 
should  remain  two  or  more  who  have  equal  votes,  the 
Se;iate  shall   choose  from  them,  by  ballot,  the  Vice 
President- 
Mr.  Van  Bl'hen,  of  New  York,  rose  and  said, 
that   pursuant   to    the    notice    he   had    heretofore 
given,  he  would  now  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  res- 
olution proposing  an  amendment  of  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  on  the  subject  of  the  elec- 
tion of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States.     Should  the  peruiission  he  asked  be  grant- 
ed, it  was  his  intention  further  to  move  that  the 
resolution  he  offered  be  referred  to  tlic  select  com- 
mittee already  appointed  on  similar  propositions. 
To  enable   that   committee   better   to  appr<^jycite 
his  views,  as  well  as  to  explain  the  motives  which 
had  induced  him  to  add  to  the  number  of  projxj- 
silions  on  the  same  subject  already  before  them, 
he  would,  in  the  remarks  he  intended  to  make, 
refer  to  those  propositions,  and  notice  their  respec- 
tive contents.     He  would  do  this,  not  for  the  pur- 
pose of  full   discussion,  but   only  so  far  as  was 
necessary  Jlo  mark  the   difference  between   them 
and  the  one  he  designed   to  offer,  and  for  a  brief 
explanation  of  the  principles  upon  which  that  dif- 
ference is  founded.     Before  he  proceeded  to  that 
object,  he  would   add   his    humble  testimony  to 
the  justice  of  the  remark,  that  the  extreme  diffi- 
culty which  is  experienced  in  every  attempl  to 
improve    the   present   Constitution,    afforded    the 
most  striking  evidence  of  the  great  wisdom  and 
care  which    presided    over   the    deliberation    and 
governed  the  decision  of  those  who  made  it.     He 
would  further  add,  that,  although  he  felt  much 
reluctance   in    originating  a   proposition   of  this 
character,  he  had  not  witnessed  the  frequent  un- 
successful attempts  at  amendment  which  had  been 
made  with  as  much  regret  and  dissatisfaction  as 
was  expressed  by  some.     On  the  contrary,  think- 
ing as  he  did  that  as  yet  no  improvident  amend- 
ment of  the  original  instrument  had  been  made; 
and,  believing,    from   the  slow  and    scrutinizing 
process  through  which  all  amendments  must  pass, 
-c  that   there  was  little  danger   that  any  of  equiv- 
ocal   character   would   obtain,  he   was   induced 
to  regard  the  frequent  unsuccessful  attempts  to 
I8ih  Con.  1st  Scs-h.— 3 


alter  the  present  system  as  productive  of  much 
good,  by  strengthening  and  confirming  the  con- 
fidence of  the  people  in  the  wisdom  of  its  pro- 
vision, and   bv  increasing  and  perpetuating  our 
gratitude  for  the  services  and  respect  for.the  mem- 
ories  of  those    illustrious    men    who    formed    it. 
That  such  had  been  their  effect,  he  had  no  doubt. 
There  are,  said  Mr.  Van  Blren,  already  before 
the  Senate,  three  distinct  propositions  on  this  sub- 
ject, viz  :  One  introduced  by  a  Senator  from  Mis- 
souri ;  one  by  a  Senator  from  New  Jersey  ;  and 
one  by  a  Senator  from  North  Carolina  :  to  which, 
one  had,  that  raotnent,  been  added,  by  a  Senator 
from  Mas.sachusetls — the  three  first  of  which  he 
would  briefly  notice.    The  last  had,  for  its  object, 
a  course  entirely  different,  as  well   from   the  one 
he  intended  to  introduce,  as  those  before  it.     The 
plan  of  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  proposes  to 
divide   the  different   States  into  districts,  not  for 
the  choice  of  Electors  of  President   and    Vice 
President,  but  to  lake  the  voles  of  the  people  di- 
rectly for  those  officers,  allowing  to  each  State  as 
many  votes  as  ihey  are  now  entitled  to,  rendering 
a  majority  of  all  the  voles  necessary  to  a  choice, 
and  in  ihe  event  of  no  election,  on  the  first  vote, 
by  the  people,  the  same  to  be  made  by  ihe  House 
of  Representatives,  each    State  having  but  one 
vole,  as  IS  now  provided  by  the  Constitution.    The 
only  remark  he  would  now  make,  on. that  feature 
of  the  resolution  which  dispenses  with  the  agency 
of  intermediate  Electors,  was,  that  inasmuch  as, 
I  with  reference  to  the  condition  of  the  representa- 
tion in  particular  Stales,  secured  to  ihem  by  the 
I  Constitution,  it  does  not  profess  to  give  the  choice 
!  to  a  majority  of  the  people,  and,  as  it  renders  a 
resort  to  the  House  of  Representatives  almost  in- 
dispensable, in  the  event  of  there  being  no  choice 
in  ihe  first  instance,  he  was  not  now  prepared  to 
give  his  assent  to  it.     To  judge  of  the  propriety 
of  so  much  of  the  different  propositions  as  provide 
for  a  division  of  the  several    States  into  districts, 
a  very  brief  inquiry  into  their  operation  and  mo- 
live  becofi^es  both  necessary  and  proper.     It  has 
been  said,  that  that  mode  would  effect  the  double 
purpose  of  bringing  the  election  nearer  io  the  peo- 
ple, by  securing  to  them,  in  every  State,  the  im- 
mediate choice  of  the  Electors;  and  of  protecting 
the  right  of  the  minprities  in  the  different  States. 
But  when  it  is  considered  that,  by  the  Constitution, 
each  State  has  now  the  power  of  securing  to  its 
citizens  those  objects,  when  and  as  the  people  of 
those  Stales  represented    in  their  State  Legisla- 
tures may  think  proper  to  do  it,  he  was  disin- 
clined to  believe  that  a  desire,  on  the  part  of  any 
one  State,  to  interfere  in  these  respects  with  the 
internal  condition  of  another,  constituted  the  mo- 
live  which  induced  them  to  urge  the  measure  un- 
der consideration.     The  object  which  would  be 
effected  by  it  was  of'a  different  character.     With 
regard   to  one  effect,  which  it  was  calculated  to 
produce  on  the  different  States,  ihere  was  not,  in 
the  discussion  on  this  floor  last  year,  the  least  re- 
.«serve,  and,  he  presumed,  there  would  not  be  any 
now.     The  alteration  of  the  system,  if  adppled, 
can  only  be  eflected  by  consent  of  the  parties  to 
the  present  compact,  and  gentlemen,  representing 
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States  differently  situated,  do  but  exercise  a  right, 
of  which  no  one  can  complain,  in  proposing  such 
terms  as  are  most  acceptable  to,  and  will  best  sub- 
serve the  interest  of,  their  immediate  constituents. 
It  is  well  understood,  that  the  tendency  of  this 
measure  will  be  to  reduce  greatly  the  present 
weight  of  the  large  States  m  the  general  scale,  by 
subjecting  them  to  the  full  operation  of  the  polit- 
ical divisions  which  are  supposed  to  be  more  pecu- 
liar to  them,  and  thereby  preventing  them  from 
bringing  their  consolidated  strength  to  bear  upon 
the  Presidential  question.  It  is  proposed  to  do 
this  on  the  plan  of  the  gentleman  from  Missouri, 
without  concession  of  any  description  on  the  part 
of  those  States  who  would  be  benefited  by  the 
change.  To  decide  whether  the  consent  of  the 
larg^tates  can,  with  reason,  be  expected  to  this 
change,  it  is  proper  to  look  for  a  moment  to  the 
present  relative  conditions  of  the  States,  on  the 
score  of  influence,  in  the  existing  plan  of  Go«£rn- 
ment.  As  he  had  not,  as  yet,  heard  any  thing 
upon  this  subject,  either  now  or  at  the  last  session, 
he  would  remark,  that  he  made  the  reference  he 
proposed  under  the  full  influence  of  those  frank 
and  liberal  feelings  which  had  characterized  every 
thing  that  had  hitherto  been  said  or  done  on  this 
subject.  His  design  was  to  look  at  things  as  they 
were,  without  dfny  other  motive  or  feeling  than  a 
simple  desire  to  ascertain,  by  a  reference  to  fact.«, 
whether,  if  any  alteration  in  the  Constitution,  in 
this  particular,  ought  to  be  made,  what  that  alter- 
ation should  in  justice  be.  It  was  to  him  a  source 
of  great  satisfaction  that  a'  subject,  so  delicate 
in  its  character,  had  hitherto  been  commented 
upon  in  this  House  with  so  much  freedom,  and 
yet  without  the  least  asperity.  It  clearly  showed, 
if  proof  of  that  could  be  necessary,  that  the  ob- 
jects of  all  were  only  such  as,  in  their  different 
views  of  the  matter,  ought,  in  justice,  to  be  ob- 
tained. 

The  great  departments  of  the  Government 
were,  the  Legislative.  Executive,  and  Judicial.  The 
latter  is  organized  by  the  two  former,  and  the  in- 
fluence of  the  respective  States,  in  its  organiza- 
tion, is  of  course  the  same  as  ii  is  in  the  other 
two.  In  the  choice  of  the  Executive,  and  in  the 
popular  branch  of  the  Legislature,  each  State  has 
a  representation  proportioned  to  its  representative 
members,  with  this  exception,  that,  in  the  choice 
of  the  Executive,  an  addition  of  two  votes  was 
ffiven  to  each*  State,  without  regard  to  its  num- 
bers, or  the  amount  of  its  contribution  to  the  pub- 
lic Treasury.  But  in  this  branch  of  the  Legisla- 
ture the  case  is  widely  different.  Here,  in  conse- 
.quence  of  the  peculiarity  of  our  condition,  at  the 
time  of  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  the 
equitable  principle  of  representation,  founded  on 
population  and  contribution,  has  been  entirely 
disregarded.  Here,  each  State,  on  the  score  of  it's 
sovereign  character,  has  equal  weight ;  and  what, 
he  asked,  was  the  relative  importance  of  this 
branch  in  the  Government  ?  He  would  not  say  it 
was  that  by  which  all  the  efficient  power  of  the 
Government  was  controlled,  but  he  would  say, 
that  but  a  slight  consideration  of  the  Constitu- 
tion was  necessary  to  show  that  this  branch  did 


so  more  than  any  other.  With  the  single  excep- 
tion of  originating  revenue  bills,  its  legislative 
powers  were  coextensive  with  the  popular  branch. 
No  law  could  pass  without  the  assent  of  the  Sen- 
ate. Almost  all  the  important  proceedings  of  the 
Executive  are  subject  to  its  revision.  All  ap- 
pointments require  its  approbation,  unless  its  as- 
sent is  first  obtained  to  a  law  providing  a  different 
mode.  TheSconsent  of  two  thirds  of  this  body  is 
necessary  to  the  validity  of  all  treaties  j  audit 
has  the  sole  power  to  try  impeachments  of  ail  the 
high  officers  of  the  Government,  as  well  execu- 
tive as  judicial.  In  a  branch  of  the  Government 
possessing  such  extensive  powers,  the  small  but 
patriotic  State  of  Illinois,  with  a  population  of 
fifty-five  thousand,  has  a  representation  equal  to 
that  of  Pennsylvania,  with  a  population  of  one 
million  and  fifty  thou>and.  The  five  largest 
Stales  in  the  Confederacy,  viz  :  Ohio.  Pennsyl- 
vania. Virginia,  North  Carolina,  and  New  York, 
with  a  population  of  four  millions  eight  hundred 
thousand,  have  a  representation  but  equal  to  the 
five  smallest  States,  with  a  population  of  three 
hundred  and  fifty-three  thousand.  Nearly  one 
half  the  nation,  residing  in  the  five  largest  States, 
has  a  representation  but  equal  to  the  one  twenty- 
seventh  part,  residing  in  the  five  smallest  States. 
About  one-half  the  whole  people,  residing  in  tive 
Slates,  are  represented  here  by  ten  voices,  whilst 
the  other  half  are  represented  by  thirty-four  voices. 
The  disproportion  of  the  relative  influence  of  the 
several  State?,  having  reference  to  their  popula- 
tion, as  a  just  basis  of  representation,  cannot  fail 
to  strike  every  mind.  Tne  same  inequality  exist- 
ed at  the  adoption  oi'  the  Constitution,  but  in  a 
much  le>:>  decree.  Then,  taking  an  average  of  the 
population  ot  the  Stales,  and  considering  those  as 
small,  who  do  not  come  up  to  it.  the  large  States 
were  in  a  majority  ;  now.  by  the  admi.-sion  of  new 
Ptates,  with  absent  of  the  old,  they  are  in  a  mi- 
noriiv.  There  were,  at  that  period,  eight  large 
and  hve  small  States.  Now.  by  the  same  crite- 
rion, there  would  be  found  to  t>e  but  ten  large,  and 
fourteen  small  States.  Still,  this  was  all  right ; 
it  was  according  to  the  compact  into  which  all 
the  States  had  voluntarily  entered  ;  and  he  fer- 
vently hoped,  for  the  peace  and  happiness  of  the 
people  of  these  States,  tliat  the  day  might  be  far 
distant,  when  even  a  desire  should  be  entertained 
to  alter  it.  But,  when  it  i^  proposed  >o  to  change 
the  Constitution,  as  to  reduce  still  more  the  rela- 
tive weight  of  the  large  States,  in  the  general 
scnie,  It  surely  heroines  propor  to  reflect  on  the 
existing  condition  of  things.  And  in  view  of 
that,  he  asked,  whether  ii>  was  reasonable  to  ex- 
pect the  large  States  will  ever  a>s»>nt  to  the  pro- 
position made  by  the  gentleman  from  Missouri, 
reducing  the.r  political  Weight  in  the  Confede- 
racy, without  concession  of  any  kind,  on  the  part 
of  the  other  States  .'  He  thought  not.  Still,  a^ 
one  of  tiie  representatives  of  one  of  the  large 
States  he  would  give  his  assent  to  the  mea-ure 
proposed,  of  dividing  the  States  into  districts  for 
the  choice  of  Electors,  provided  it  was  done  in 
I  the  spirit  which  produced  the  Constitution,  that 
I  is,  a  spirit  of  mutual  concession.    He  was  willing. 
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for  one,  to  make  concessions  for  general  harmony; 
and  all  he  asked  was,  that  they  should  be  recipro- 
cal ;  and  those,  he  thought  could,  with  care  and 
justice,  be  made. 

By  the  present  Constitution,  in  the  event  of  no 
one  person  having  a  majority,  for  the  office  of 
President,  of  the  votes  of  the  Electors,  on  the  first 
ballot,  the  choice  devolves  on  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives ;  and,  in  such  choice,  each  State  has 
an  equal  vote.  It  is  believed  that,  at  the  time  of 
the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  the  contingency 
on  which  this  result  was  made  to  depend  was  not 
thoug^ht  likely  to  happen.  And  it  is  supposed 
that  trom  the  great  number  of  small  States  since 
admitted  into  the  Confederacy,  and  from  -other 
causes,  its  occurrence  for  the  future  may  be  fre- 
quently expected.  It  is  reasonable  to  suppose, 
that,  inasmuch  as  it  was  evidently  the  leading 
design  of  the  Constitution,  that,  in  the  choice  of 
President  and  Vice  President,  the  States  should 
be  represented,  with  the  exception  already  noticed, 
according  to  their  relative  numbers,  and,  as  they 
deem  it  but  just,  that  such  would  be  the  case,  this 
feature  in  the  Constitution  is,  by  the  large  States, 
considered  inequitable.  But,  what  is  of  greater 
importance,  the  provision  bringing  the  election  to 
the  House  of  Representatives  is  deemed  objection- 
able by  all  the  States,  on  the  ground  thai  it  jeop- 
ardizes the  purity  of  the  election,  and  exposes  the 
whole  system  to  danger,  by  affording  facilities  to 
the  corruption  of  a  part.  If  this  wide-spread  ap- 
prehension is  well  Ibunded,  and  how  far  was  so, 
was  a  point  he  would  not  at  this  moment  discuss, 
it  surely  was  one  which  addressed  itself  alike  to 
all  the  States,  whether  great  or  small,  and  certainly 
not  with  the  least  force  to  the  latter.  All  then 
that  he  asked,  as  a  concession  for  harmony  and 
the  general  good,  was,  that  if  the  Stales  were  dis- 
tricted, the  ultimate  choice  of  President  should  be 
placed  elsewhere,  and  decided  upon  more  equitable 
principles.  If  that  was  conceded,  and  from  the 
temper  manifested  by  the  Senate  last  year,  he  had 
every  reason  to  hope  it  would,  the  next  question 
would  be,  as  to  ihe  least  objectionable  mode.  He 
was  not  favorably  inclined  to  that  proposed  by  the 
Senator  from  New  Jersey,  because,  although  it 
provides  for  the  ultimate  choice,  so  far  as  it  re- 
spects the  relative  weights  of  the  Stales  upon  just 
f)rinciples,  it  does  not  effect  what  he  considered  at 
east  an  equal  if  not  a  greater  object,  the  removal 
of  the  decision  from  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Such  as  it  was,  however,  coming  from  the  Sen- 
ator of  a  small  State,  it  marked  the  just  and  liberal 
views  which  governed  his  conduct.  He  would 
prefer  a  different  mode  from  that  proposed  by  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina  ;  for,  although  that 
contained  much  that  was  desirable,  both  in  its 
principle,  and  as  it  respects  the  weight  of  the  re- 
spective Stales  in  the  decision,  and  as  removing 
it  at  all  events  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
still  he  feared  that  the  project  of  sending  the  ques- 
tion back,  under  the  same  circumstances,  to  the 
Electors,  from  time  to  time,  until  they  made  a 
choice,  would  be  found  in  practice  extremely  diffi- 
cult, if  not  very  dangerous.  He  would  not  now 
remark  on  the  circumstance,  that  this  proposition 


did  not  provide  for  districting  the  States,  without 
which  he  did  not  hope  that  the  small  States  would 
consent.  He  presumed  that  it  was  intended  by 
the  honorable  mover  to  connect  it  with  some  pro- 
position for  that  purpose,  as  he  had,  in  the  Senate, 
expressed  his  entire  willingness  to  do.  Under 
such  views  of  the  subject,  he  would  ask  leave  to 
introduce  a  proposition  essentially  different  from 
those  on  their  table:  one  which,  if  not  entirely 
just,  was,  he  thought,  liable  to  the  fewest  objec- 
tions. In  doing  so,  it  was  proper  that  he  should 
state,  and  he  was  quite  certain  that  he  would 
thereby  secure  for  the  proposition  a  degree  of  con- 
sideration which  it  might  not  otherwise  obtain, 
that  the  plan  he  offered  was  the  same  in  principle 
with  that  heretofore  prqposed  by  a  venerable  Sen- 
ator from  Virginia,  wh^was  now,  to  Mr.  V.  B.'s 
great  regret,  and  the  public  misfortune,  prevented 
from  attending.  He  said  the  principle  was  the 
same  ;  his  own  humble  effort  had  been  solely  di- 
rected to  the  object  of  rendering  it  more  simple  in 
its  form  and  operation.  How  far  he  had  succeeded 
in  that,  the  Senate  would  judge,  when  the  subject 
came  under  their  particular  consideration. 

Having  said  this  much  upon  that  branch  of  the 
subject,  Mr.  V.  B.  would  proceed  to  state  briefly 
another  point  in  which  the  proposition  he  offered 
differed  essentially  from  the  others  proposed,  and 
in  which  difference  was  involved  a  principle  in 
the  Government,  as  important,  in  his  view,  as 
any  which  had  for  some  time  been  discussed  on' 
that  floor.  In  doing  so,  it  was  a  subject  ot  grati- 
fication to  him,  that  this  principle  had  no  reference 
to  the  relative  and  conflicting  interest  of  the  States 
in  the  Confederacy,  but  looked  equally  to  the  wel- 
fare and  security  of  all.  To  a  correct  understand- 
ing of  the  point,  he  wished  to  present,  it  became 
necessary  to  take  a  brief  view  of  the  principle 
upon,  and  the  circumstance  under  which,  our  pres- 
ent form  of  Government  was  established.  Under 
the  Articles  of  Confederation,  the  representation 
of  each  Stale  in  the  General  Government  was 
equal.  The  Union  was  in  all  respects  purely 
Federal,  a  league  of  sovereign  Slates  upon  equal 
terms.  To  remedy  certain  defects,  by  supplying 
certain  powers,  ihe  Convention  which  framed  the 
present  Constitution  was  called.  That  Conven-  f 
lion,  it  IS  now  well  known,  was  immediately  divided 
into  parties,  on  the  interesting  question  of  the  ex- 
tent of  power  to  be  given  to  the  new  governments  : 
whether  it  should  be  Federal  or  National;  whether 
dependent  upon  or  independent  of  the  State  gov- 
ernments. It  is  equally  well  known  that  that 
point,  after  having  several  times  arrested  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Convention,  and  threatened  a  dis- 
solution of  the  Confederation,  subsequently  divided 
the  people  of  the  Stales  on  the  question  of  ratifi- 
cation. He  might  add,  that  with  the  superadded 
question  of  what  powers  have  been  given  by  the 
Constitution  to  the  General. Government,  to  the 
agitation  of  which  the  feelings  which  sprung  out 
in  the  Convention  greatly  contributed,  it  had  con- 
tinued to  divide  the  people  of  this  country  down 
to  the  present  period.  The  party  in  the  Conven- 
tion in  favor  of  a  more  energetic  Government, 
being  unable  to  carry,  or,  if  able,  unwilling  to 


I V 


71 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


72 


73 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


74 


Senate. 


Amendment  to  the  Constitution. 


Decembeh,  1823. 


il 


hazard  the  success  of  the  plan  with  the  States,  a 
middle  course  was  agreed  upon.  That  was,  that 
the  Government  should  be  neither  Federal  nor 
National,  but  a  mixture  of  both.  That  of  the 
Legislative  Department,  one  branch,  the  power  of 
representation,  should  be  wholly  National,  and  the 
other,  the  Senate,  wholly  Federal.  That,  in  the 
choice  of  the  Executive^  both  interests  should  be 
regarded,  and  that  the  Judicial  should  be  orga- 
nized by  the  other  two.  But,  to  quiet  efleclually 
the  apprehensions  of  the  advocates  for  the  rights 
and  interest  of  the  States,  it  was  provided  that  the 
General  Government  should  be  made  entirely  de- 
pendent for  Its  continuance,  on  the  will  and  plea- 
sure of  the  State  governments.  Hence,  il  was 
decided  that  the  House  of  Representatives  should 
be  apportioned  among  the  Slates,  with  reference 
to  their  population,  and  chosen  by  the  people; 
and  power  was  given  to  Congress  to  regulate  and 
secure  their  choice,  independent  of,  and  beyond 
the  control  of  the  State  governments.  That  the 
Senate  should  be  chosen  exclusively  by  the  Slate 
Legislatures,  and  that  the  choice  of  the  Electors 
of  President  and  Vice  President,  although  the 
principle  of  their  apportionment  was  established 
by  the  Constitution,  should,  in  all  respects,  except 
the  time  of  their  appointment  and  of  their  meet- 
ing, be  under  the  exclusive  control  of  the  Legisla- 
tures of  the  several  Slates.  The  scheme  of  Gov- 
ernment thus  formed,  was  submitted  to  the  people 
of  the  respective  Stales,  through  their  Legisla-, 
tures,  for  ratification.  For  a  season  its  ratification 
was  warmly  opposed  in  almost  every  State.  Al- 
though the  control  over  the  choice  of  but  one 
brjtnch  of  one  department  of  the  Government  was 
vested  in  Congress,  danger  to  the  rights  of  the 
States  was  everywhere  apprehended,  and  the  ques- 
tion of  the  ratification  of  the  Constitution  rendered 
extremely  doubtful. 

To  stem  this  torrent  of  opposition,  the  most 
distinguished  commentators  on  the  proposed  plan 
(the  authors  of  the  Federalist)  placed  stron'gly 
and  truly  before  the  people  of  the  States,  the  fact 
of  the  dependence  of  the  General  upon  the  State 
Governments,  and  the  Constitutional  right  of 
those  Governments,  or  even  a  majority  of  them, 
if  the  power  they  had  conferred  should  be  abused, 
Co  discontinue  the  new  Government  by  withhold- 
ing its  Senate  and  Chief  Magistrate.  Among 
other  things  they  said — 

"  The  Slate  Government*  may  be  regarded  at  con- 
•tituent  and  essential  parts  of  the  Federal  GoTern- 
ment,  while  the  latter  is  no  wise  essential  to  the  op- 
eratioD  or  organization  of  the  power.  Without  the 
intervention  of  the  State  Legiilaturei.  the  rre«ident 
of  the  United  State*  cannot  be  elected  at  all.  They 
must  in  all  cases  have  a  great  t^hare  in  his  appoint- 
ment, and  will  peihapa,  in  most  cases,  themselves  de- 
termine It.  The  Senate  will  be  ejected  absolutely 
and  exclusively  by  the  State  Legislatures.  Even  the 
House  of  Representatives,  though  drawn  immediately 
from  the  people,  will  be  chosen  very  much  under  the 
influence  of  that  class  of  men  whose  influence  over 
the  people  obtains  for  themselves  an  election  into  the 
f  k  V?'*''*^"'"'  '''^"»  ««ch  of  ihe  principal  branches 
of  the  Federal  Government  will  owe  its  existence, 
more  or  less,  to  the  favor  of  State  Governments,  and 


must  consequently  feel  a  dependence  which  is  maeb 
more  likely  to  beget  a  disposition  too  obsequious,  than 
too  overbearing  toward  themJ" 

The  ratification  by  a  sufficient  number  of  the 
States  was  obtained.  On  reference,  however,  to 
the  proceedings  of  the  State  conventions,  it  will 
be  seen  that,  in  several  of  the  States,  the  control 
by  Congress,  over  the  choice  of  Representatives 
merely,  was  strongly  remonstrated  against.  That 
amendments  were  proposed  for  its  qualification 
by  the  States  of  South  Carolina,  North  Carolina, 
Virginia,  Massachusetts,  New  Hampshire,  Rhode 
Island,  and  New  York.  That  most  of  them  re- 
solved that  it  should  be  a  standing  instruction  to 
their  Delegates  in  Congress  to  endeavor  to  effect 
that  and  other  amendments  propc^ed.  The  prop- 
osition of  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey,  to 
which  Mr.  Va.n  Bdren  had  alluded,  would,  if 
adopted,  break  an  important  link  in  the  chain  of 
dependency  of  the  General  upon  the  Stale  Gov- 
ernments. It  would  surrender  to  the  General 
Government  all  control  over  the  election  of  Pres- 
ident and  Vice  President,  by  placing  the  choice 
of  Electors  on  ihe  sarne  footing  with  that  of 
Representatives.  It  would  at  this  time  be  pre- 
mature to  go  into  a  minute  examination  of  the 
provisions  of  the  resolution  alluded  to,  to  show 
that  such  would  be  its  effects.  Upon  examina- 
tion, il  will  be  found  that  such  would  be  its  con- 
struction. That  it  does  in  substance  what  ano- 
ther proposition,  upon  their  table,  originating  in 
the  other  House,  does  in  word".  But  even  was 
there  doubt  upon  that  subject,  that  doubt  should 
be  removed  by  an  expre«->  provision,  reserving  to 
the  States  their  present  control  over  the  election, 
except  as  to  what  is  particularly  provided  for  in 
the  resolution  now  proposed.  If  it  is  fit  to  take 
from  the  States  their  ronirni  over  the  choice  of 
Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President,  and 
give  it  to  the  F'ederal  Government,  it  would  be 
equally  proper,  under  the  popular  idea  of  giving 
their  election  to  the  people,  to  divide  the  States 
into  districts  for  the  choice  of  Senators,  as  was 
proposed  in  the  Convention,  and  give  to  Congress 
the  control  over  their  election  also.  If  the  sys- 
tem be  once  broken  in  upon  in  this  respect,  the 
other  measure  will  naturally  follow,  and  we  will 
then  have  what  was  so  much  dreaded  by  those 
who  have  gone  before  us,  and  what  he  feared 
would  be  so  much  regretted  by  those  who  come 
after — a  completely  consolidated  Government — a 
Government  in  which  the  State  Governments 
would  be  not  otherwise  known  or  felt  iharvas  it 
became  necessary  to  control  them.  To  all  this, 
Mr.  V'an  Buhen  was  opposed.  He  was  so,  be- 
cause it  was  a  matter  not  necessary  or  fitly  con- 
nected with  the  subject  under  consideration  ;  that 
being  a  question  between  the  Slates  themselves, 
as  to  their  relative  interest — a  question  which 
might  and  ought  to  be  settled,  and  leave  their  re- 
lation to  the  Federal  Government  as  it  stands  at 
present.  The  olher  is  a  question  between  the 
States,  collectively,  and  the  Federal  Government, 
affecting  most  materially  the  relation  they  now 
bear  to  each  other.  But,  even  if  it  were  presented 
under  different  circumstances,  he  would  oppose  it. 
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Because,  however  ardent  his  attachment  to  the 
Federal  Government,  and  however  anxious  he 
might  be  to  sustain  it,  in  the  exercise  of  the  pow- 
ers given  to  it  by  ihe  Constitution — and,  in  that 
respect,  he  would,  he  trusted,  ^o  as  far  as  any 
man  ought  to  go — he  was  unwilling  to  destroy  or 
even  release  its  dependence  on  the  State  Govern- 
ments. At  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  Fed- 
eral Constitution,  it  was  a  question  of  much  spec- 
ulation and  discussion,  which  of  the  two  Govern- 
ments would  be  most  in  danger  from  the  accu- 
mulation of  influence  by  the  operation  of  the 
powers  distributed  by  the  Constitution.  That 
discussion  was  founded  on  the  assumption  that 
they  were,  in  several  respects,  rival  powers,  and 
that  such  j)Owers  would  always  be  found  in  col- 
lision. The  best  lights  which  could  then  be 
thrown  upon  the  subject,  were  derived  from  the 
examples  afforded  by  the  fates  of  several  of  the 
Governments  of  the  Old  World,  which  were 
deemed  to  be,  in  some  respects,  similar  to  ours. 
But  the  Governments  in  question  having  opera- 
led  upon,  and  been  administered  by,  people  whose 
habits,  characters,  tempers,  and  conditions,  were 
essentially  different  from  ours  ;  the  inferences  to 
be  derived  from  that  source  were,  at  best,  unsatis- 
factory. 

Mr.  V.  B.  thought  that   experience  (the  only 
unerring  criterion  by  which  matters  of  this  de- 
scription could  be  tested)  had  settled  for  us  the 
? general  point  of  the  operation  of  the  powers  con- 
erred    by    the    Constitution     upon    the    relative 
strength  and  influence  of  the  respective  Govern- 
ment».     Il  was,  in  his  judgment,  susceptible  of 
entire  demonstration,  that  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion had  worked  a  gradual,  if  not  an  undue  in- 
crease of  the  strength  and  control  of  the  General 
Government,  and    a  correspondent    reduction    of 
the  influence,  and  consequently  of  the  respectabil- 
ity of  the  Stale  governments.     The  evidence  in 
support  of  this  position  was  abundant,  and,  if  the 
matter  should  come  under  full  discussion,  could 
be  readily   afforded.      He   thought,   further,   that 
existing   causes,  which  were  every   day  gaining 
force,  would,  for  the  future,  more  rapidly  increase 
that  operation.     He  considered  the  qualified  de- 
pendence of  the  General  upon  the  State  Govern- 
ments as  their  strong  arm  of  defence  to  protect 
ihein  against  future  abuses.     Under  that  view  of 
the    subject,  he  was    opposed    to    so    material    a 
change  of  the  present  condition  of  the  respective 
governments  as  would  be  produced  by  the  amend- 
ment to  which  he  objected.     He  was  in   favor  of 
leaving   matters,  in    that    respect,  as  they  stood. 
Under  this  impression,  Mr.  V.  B.  had  prepared  a 
resolution  which  avoided  the  defect  attaching  to 
that  of  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey — requir- 
ing the  contemplated  division  of  the  States  into 
districts,  to  be   coextensive  with  the  number  of 
Electors    instead  of  Representatives,  and  at  the 
same  time  secured  tlie  great  object  upon  which 
he  had  been  commenting. 

Mr.  Van  Birln  then  introduced  the  following 
resolution  : 

Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Kepreseniatives 
of  the  Vnited  States  of  America  in  Congress  assem- 


bled. That  the  following  amendment  of  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  be  proposed  to  the  Legisla- 
tures  of  the  several  States  : 

The  Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President  of 
the  United  States  shall  be  chosen  by  the  people  of  the 
several  States,  in  districts  equal  in  number  to  the  num- 
ber of  Electors  to  which  each  State  is  entitled,  to  be 
composed  of  contiguous  territory,  and,  as  near  as  may 
be,  equal  in  the  number  of  persons  to  be  represented, 
or  of  persons  qualified  to  vote  for  members  of  the  most 
numerous  branch  of  the  State  Legislature.  The  qual- 
ification of  the  voters  at  such  election  shall  be  the 
same  as  is  required  of  Electors  for  the  most  numerous 
branch  of  the  State  Legislature.  The  Electors  of  Pre- 
sident and  Vice  President,  convened  at  the  time  and 
place  appointed  by  law,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  in 
their  votes,  shall  have  power,  in  case  any  of  them  fail 
to  attend,  to  choose  an  Elector  or  Electors,  in  the 
place  of  him  or  them  so  failing  to  attend.  Congress 
may  determine  the  time  of  choosing  the  Electors,  the 
day  or  days  on  which  they  shall  give  their  votes, 
which  shall  be  the  same  throughout  the  United  States. 
But  the  authority  to  divide  tbfe  States  into  distntts, 
for  the  choice  of  Electors ;  to  direct  the  election  to  be 
held  ;  to  prosecute  the  manner  thereof,  except  as  to 
the  time  of  holding  the  same,  and  the  qualifications  of 
the  voters;  and  the  place  of  meeting  of  the  Electors 
aforesaid, — is  reserved,  exclusively,  to  the  Legislatures 
of  the  several  States. 

If,  upon  courting  the  votes  for  President  and  Vice 
President,   in  the  manner  directed  by  the  Constitu- 
tion, it  shall  appear  that  no  person  has  a  majority  of 
the  whole,  number  of  the  Electors  chosen,  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  President  of  the  Senate  forthwith  to 
notify  the  President  of  the  United  States  thereof ;  who 
shall  immediately  by  proclamation,  and  also  by  noti- 
fication to  the  Executives  of  the  several  States,  pub- 
lish the  number  of  votes  given  to  each  person  as  Pre- 
sident.    Whereupon,  the   Electors  shall  again  meet 
on  the  day  which  shall  have  been  by  law  appointed 
for  that  purpose,  with  the  like  power  of  supplying  va- 
cancies, and  vote  for  one  of  the  two  persons  as  Presi- 
dent who  shall  have  received  at   the  first  meeting  of 
the  Electors  the  greatest  number  of  votes  for  such 
office.     Or,  if  it  should  happen  that  more  than  two  per- 
sons have   received  the   greatest,   and  also  an  equal 
number  of  votes,  the  said  Electors  shall  vote  for  one  of 
them  as  President.     The  said  Electors  shall  thereupon 
transmit  one  of  the  lists,  to  be  made  at  their  first  meet- 
ing,  and    also    that   made  at    their  second    meeting, 
signed  and  certified  by  them,  to  the  Seat  of  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States,  directed  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the    Senate,  to    be    proceeded    upon  as   the 
Constitution  has    prescribed,  except  that  the  person 
having  the  greatest   number  of  votes  at   the  second 
meeting  of  the  said  Electors  shall  be  the  President. 
But,  if  two  or  more  persons  shall  have  received  the 
greatest  and  an  equal  number  of  votes  at  the  second 
meeting  of  the  said  Electors,  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives shall  choose  one  of  them  for  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  as  now  prescribed  by  the  Consti- 
tution. 

Both  the  resolutions  were  referred  to  the  same 
committee  to  whom  the  other  propositions  for 
amending  the  Constitution  have  been  referred. 


TuESDATj  December  30. 
Mr.  RcGGLES,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  which  was  referred,  on   the  10th  instant,  the 
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petition  of  Frederick  W.  Smith,  a  lieutenant  in 
the  Navy  of  the  United  Slates,  made  a  report, 
together  with  a  resolution,  that  the  prayer  of  the 
petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

Mr.  RuGGLES,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  which  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Jeremiah  Manning,  of  New  Jersey," 
reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  presented  the  petition 
oT  William  Vaughn,  a  sailing-master  in  the  Navy 
of  the  United  States,  praying  to  be  allowed  prize 
money  for  two  vessels  captured  during  the  late 
war.  The  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  HoLME3,  of  Maine,  presented  the  petition 
of  Dean  Weymouth,  praying  an  increase  of  pen- 
sion.— Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  Elliott  presented  the  petition  of  James 
Hunter  and  John  P.  Williamson,  oi  Savannah, 
Georgia,  sureties  of  Benjamin  Wall,  late  Marshal 
of  the  District  of  Georgia,  praying  an  act  may 
pass  authorizing  the  equitable  settlement  of  his 
accounts. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  motions  of  the  26th  instant,  respecting  the 
election  of  the  officers  of  the  Senate ;  and,  on 
motion,  by  Mr.  Eaton,  they  were  modified,  as 
follows :  j 

Resolved,  That,  when  any  vacancy  happens  in  any 
of  the  offices  of  the  Senate,  the  vacancy  shall  be  sup- 
plied by  ballot  of  the  members  present. 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  will,  on  the day  of 

the  first  session  of  the  next  Congress,  elect,  by  ballot, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  the  Sergeanl-at-Arms 
and  Doorkeeper,  and  the  Assistant  Doorkeeper,  to- 
gether with  the  principal  and  engrossing  Clerks;  and 
on  the  third  day  of  the  first  session  of  each  and  every 
Congress,  thereafter,  they  shall,  in.  like  manner,  ap- 
point those  officers. 

The  further  consideration  of  the  resolution  was 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Hayne,  of  the  ilOth  instant,  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  e>tablishing  a  navy 
yard  at  Charleston  ;  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  resolution  offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  King, 
of  Alabama,  proposing  an  inquiry  concerning  the 
expediency  ol  granting  a  pre-emption  to  the  quar- 
ter section  of  land  each^to  several  counties  in  the 
State  of  Alabama,  for  the  location  of  their  respec- 1 
tive  seats  of  justice,  was  agam  read,  and  agreed  to.  ! 

Mr.  Elliott  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration  : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Statei 
be  requested  lo  cause  an  application  to  be  made  to  the 
British  Government,    through   our   Minister   at  that 
Court,  for  a  correct  list  of  the  names  of  such  persons 
as   may  have  been  paid,  with   the   sums  received  by 
each,  for  lands  held  by  them  in  the  Floridas,  previous  ' 
to  the  treaty  of  17S3,  and  of  which  they  were  deprived,  ' 
on  the  transfer  of  that  territory,  by  Spain,  by  virtue  of  i 
tne  said  convention. 

The  bill  lor  the  relief  of  Thomas   W.  Bacot, 
the  Postmaster  at  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  I 
was  taken  up  m  Committee  of  the  Whole.     Mr  I 


,  Hayne  stated  that  the  object  of  the  bill  was  mere- 
ly to  refund  to  the  Postmaster  the  sum  of  S300, 
which  he  had  paid  as  a  reward  for  the  arrest  of  a 
mail  robber,  and  which  he  could  not  receive  from 
the  proper  department,   because  the  expenditure 

:  did  not  come  within  the  strict  letter  of  his  in- 
structions. This  bill  passed  the  Senate  at  the 
last  session,  but  was  not  acted  upon  in  the  House. 
It  had  now  passed  that  body,  and,  Mr.  H.  trusted, 

,  would  meet  with  no  opposition  in   the  Senate^ 

\The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  and  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Charles  M.  Collier;'^  and  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

DUTIES  ON  IMPORTS   AND  TONNAGE. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  revive  and 
continue  in  force  certain  acts  relative  to  discrimi- 
nating duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  together 
with  the  amendments  reported  thereto;  and  having 
agreed  to  the  said  amendments,  and  further  a  mend- 
ed the  bill,  it  was  reported  to  the  House,  and  the 
amendments  were  concurred  in. 

Some  discussion  took  place  in  regard  to  the 
details  of  the  bill,  in  which  Messrs.  Macon, 
Holmes  of  Maine,  Smith,  Benton,  Barbour,' 
Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  Brown,  and  Hayne, 
participated. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Macon,  further  lo  amend 
the  bill,  by  inserting,  section  i,  line  3,  after  the 
word  •'  nation."'  "whose  independence  the  United 
States  have  recognised,"  it  was  determined  in  the 
negative— yeas  \2,  nays  2C^  as  follows: 

^'«:*»— Messrs.  Barbour,  Benton,  Elliott,  Gaillard, 
Hayne.  Holmes  of  Missibsippi,  JackKon,  Kcllv,  Ma- 
con. Xoble.  Taylor  of  Indiana,  and  Williams. 

Xats— Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Brown,  Chandler, 
D'Wolf,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Edwards  of  Connecticut, 
Edwards  oT  Illinois,  Findlay,  Holmes  of  .Maine.  John- 
son of  Louitiiana,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New 
York,  Knight,  Lanman,  Llovd  of  Marvland,  Lloyd  of 
Massachusetts,  .Mcllvame.  Mills,  Pa'imer,  Parrolt, 
Seymour,  Smith,  Talbot,  and  Thomas. 

On  the  question,  -  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  ?"  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative.  The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time, 
by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 
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Wednesjoay,  December  31. 

Mr.  Eaton  presented  the  memorial  of  Rezin 
Rawlings  and  John  Locke,  executors  of  Daniel 
Rawlings,  praying  compensation  for  the  trans- 
portation of  a  quantity  of  corn  lo  various  military 
posts  on  the  Tennessee  river  during  the  late  war 
with  the  Creek  Indians.  The  memorial  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Chandler  presented  the  petition  of  Joseph 
C.  Boyd,  a  division  paymaster  at  Castine  during 
the  late  war.  stating  that  on  account  of  the  loss 
of  papers,  he  is  prevented  from  settling  his  ac- 
counts with  the  War  Department;  and  praying 
an  act  of  Congress  for  his  relief.— Referred  lo  the 
Committee  on  Claims. 
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Mr.  Van  Blren,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  reported  the  bill  supplementary  to  an 
act  to  relieve  certain  persons  from  prison,  with 
the  amendment  thereto,  as  adopted  by  the  House 
of  Representatives. 

Mr.  Barbour,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  submitted  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
Francis  Henderson,  jr.,  with  a  bill  for  his  relief. 
The  petitioner,  for  himself  and  family,  claims 
compensation  for  certain  military  and  diplomatic 
services  rendered  to  this  Government  by  his  grand- 
father, the  late  Colonel  John  Laurens.  The  bill 
reported  by  the  committee  grants  the  sum  of 
.'5ji*.i3,5(K),  in  full  for  those  services.  The  report 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  called  up  the  peti- 
tion of  Colonel  Alexander  A.  White,  which  was 
presented  at  the  last  session  ;  and,' on  motion  of 
Mr.  J.,  the  same  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Mills  presented  ihe  memorial  of  Amasa 
Stetson,  stating  that  he  was  a  deputy  commissary 
during  the  late  war  ;  that,  in  the  performance  of 
the  duties  appertaining  to  his  office,  he  had,  at 
different  times,  advanced  moneys  from  his  own 
funds,  for  the  use  of  the  Government,  and  prays 
that  he  niay  be  allowed  interest  on  such  advances, 
and  also  that  he  may  be  indemnified  for  losses 
which  he  sustained  by  the  depreciation  of  Treas- 
ury notes  received  from  the  Government. — Re- 
IVrred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims, 

.Mr.  Knight  submitted  a  resolution,  instruciini: 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Po^t  Roads 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law 
for  an  additional  compensation  to  postmasters  for 
stamping  ^hip  letters;  which  was  read,  and  laid 
over  for  conMderation. 

The  bill  from  the  other  House,  for  the  relief  of 
Thomas  W.  B.i'-ot.  Po'^tmaster  at  Charleston, 
South  Carolina,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill  from  the  other  Hou-^e.  for  the  relief  of 
Charles  M.  Collier,  was  taken  up  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  and  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jeremiah  Manning,  of 
New  Jerny,  was  postponed  till  Friday  next. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Bab- 
bit;"'  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  repeal,  in  part,  an 
act,  entitled  'An  act  to  lessen  the  compensation 
for  marshals,  clerks,  and  attorneys,  in  the  cases 
therein  mentioned  y  also,  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  William  Bartlett  and  John 
Stearns,  owners  of  the  schooner  Angler,  and  Na- 
thaniel Carver,  owner  of  the  schooner  Harmony, 
and  others ;''  in  which  bills  they  request  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senate. 

The  three  bills  last  brought  up  for  considera- 
tion were  ^-everally  read,  and  pa^'sed  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jacob 
Babbit.*'  was  read  the  second  time,  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  bill  entitled  'An  act  to  repeal,  in  part,  an 


act,  entitled  "An  act  to  lessen  the  compensation 
for  marshals,  clerks,  and  attorneys,  in  the  cases 
therein  mentioned,"  was  read  the  second  time,  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  Commi|^' 
tee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam Bartlett  and  John  Stearns,  owners  of  the 
schooner  Angler,  and  Nathaniel  Carver,  owner  of 
the  schooner  Harmony,  and  others,"  was  read  the 
second  time,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

It  was  ordered,  that,  when  the  Senate  adjourn., 
it  will  adjourn  till  Friday  next. 

OFFICERS  OF  THE  SENATE. 

The  resolutions,  proposed  some  days  since,  by 
Mr.  Eaton,  respecting  the  election  of  the  officers 
of  the  Senate,  were  taken  up  for  consideration. 
The  first  resolution,  which  provides  for  filling,  by 
ballot  of  the  Senate,  such  of  the  offices  as  may 
hereafter  become  vacant,  was  agreed  to.  The 
second,  which  provides  for  the  biennial  election 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  Sergeant-at-Arras, 
and  Doorkeeper,  Assistant  Doorkeeper,  together 
with  the  principal  and  engrossing  Clerks,  gave 
rise  to  some  discussion.  Mr.  E.  staled,  generally, 
the  grounds  which  induced  him  to  move  this 
resolution.  He  thought  the  trouble  of  electing  its 
officers  was  not  a  sufficient  excuse  to  the  Senate 
for  not  exercising  this  important  trust.  He  con- 
sidered it  important  to  the  proper  transaction  of 
the  business  of  the  Senate,  that  its  officers  should 
be  elective ;  that  the  best  men  would  be  mpst 
likely  to  be  obtained  in  that  way.  And  as  a  still 
stronger  argument  in  favor  of  his  motion,  Mr.  E. 
urged  the  Constitutional  requisition  that  the  Sea- 
ate  should  (Ud  its  own  officers.  Messrs.  Lanman, 
Elliott,  Mills,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Barbodr, 
Brown  of  Ohio,  King  of  Alabama,  and  Edwards 
of  Illinois,  remarked  upon  the  resolution  ;  which 
was,  subsequently,  postponed  till  Friday  next. 

Mr.  Barboi'r  submitted  a  resolution  providing 
for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  committee  of  both 
Houses,  to  present  to  their  respective  Houses  adl 
such  acts  of  Congress  as  may  expire  durin'g  the 
session,  and  which  the  public  service  may  rMuire 
to  be  renewed ;  which  resolution  was  read,  and 
laid  over  for  consideration. 

FLORIDA  LAND  TITLES. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  yesterday 
by  Mr. Elliott,  was  again  read  for  consideration: 

"  Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  an  application  to  be  made  to  the 
British  Government,  through  our  Minister  at  that 
Court,  for  a  correct  list  of  the  names  of  such  persons 
as  may  have  been  paid,  with  the  sums  received  by 
each,  for  lands  held  by  them  in  the  Floridas  previous 
to  the  treaty  of  1783,  and  of  which  they  were  de- 
prived, on  the  transfer  of  that  territory  to  Spain,  by 
virtue  of  the  said  Convention." 

Mr.  Elliott  said  that  tiie  object  of  his  resolu- 
tion would  probably  be  apparent  to  the  Senate; 
that  it  would  be  recollected  that  the  Floridas  were 
formerly  in  possession  of  the  British  Government, 
while  we  were  colonies  of  that  country;  that, 
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upon  the  transfer  of  the  Florldas  to  Spain,  it  had 
been  stipulated  that  such  British  subjects  as  chose 
to  remain  there,  should  be  permitted  to  do  so ;  but 
that  a  great  proportion  of  those  subjects  had  aban- 
doned that  country,   and   removed  to  Great  Brit- 
ain ;  and  had  since  been  compensated  for  the  prop- 
erty they  left   there.     But   some  others    had    re-  j 
moved  to  the  United  States,   preferring  to  share 
the  difficulties  of  our  Revolution,  and  the  subse- 
quent blessings   of  our   Government.     Some  of| 
these  per>ons  had  never  received  any  compensa-  \ 
tion  for  the  property  they  left,  and  it  had  now  be-  j 
come  necessary  to  decide   upon  their  claims  to  : 
lands  in  Florida.     This  could   not  be  done  cor- ! 
rectly,  without  the  information  referred  to  in  the 
resolution  which  was  now  under  consideration.  , 
The  heirs  of  many  of  these  persons  had  come  for- 
ward with  their  claims,  and  this  information  was  ; 
■wanted,  to  guard  against  imposition. 
The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 


Friday,  January  2,  1824. 

Mr.  LowHiE  presented  the  memorial  of  John 
Miller  and  others,  and  the  memorial  of  Stetson 
Lobdell  and  others,  citizens  of  the  city  and  county 
of  Philadelphia,  praying  a  revision  of  the  tariff, 
for  the  purpose  ot  atlordmg  additional  protection 
to  the  manufactures  of  the  United  States.  The 
memorials  were  read,  and  severally  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  presented  a  docu- 
ment in  support  of  the  claim  of  Robert  Shaw,  for 
the  value  of  a  horse  lost  in  the  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Maryland,  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  Sarah  Easton  and  Dorothy  Storer,  siatintr 
that  their  father,  the  late  Colonel  Robert  H.  Har'- 
rison,   remained   in    the   service   of   the    United 
States  as  aid-de-camp  and   private  secretary  of  J 
General  Washington,  from  the  year  1775  to  1781  ;  \ 
and  praying  to  be  allowed,  in  consideration  there-  i 
of,  the  commutation  of  half  pay,  and  the  bounty 
m  land,  received  by  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  i 
the  Revolutionary  army.     The  petition  was  read 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims.  ' 

Mr.  S.MITH  submitted  the  following  motion  for  , 
consideration  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  eipediency  of  re- 
queating  the  President  to  employ  a  part  of  the  engi- 
neer  corps   in    exploring    the    country    between    the 
waters  of  the  Alleghany  and  Susquehannah,  and  in  ' 
ascertaining  whether  they  can  be  connected  by  canals 
so  as  to  afford  a  navigation  from  one  of  those  rivers  to' 
the   other ;    and  whether    the    streams   so    connected  ' 
would  afford   means  of  transport ;  and  the  depth  of 
water  each  connecting  stream  would  furnish  at  differ-  ! 
em  seasons  of  the  year;  what  would  be  the  probable 
cost  of  such  canal,  or  canals,  and  what  obstacle  would 
be  m  the  way  of  perfecting  them. 

Mr  \oBLE  submitted  the  following  motion  for  ' 
consideration:  | 

cJTI'"^'  '^*"*  \^^  ''^''^  committee  on  roads  and  ' 
canals  be  instructed  lo  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  j 


modifying  the  act  of  Congrew.  entitled  "An  act  to 
authorize  the  appointment  of  commissioners  to  lay 
out  the  road  therein  mentioned." in  luch  manner  that 
I  the  road  named  in  the  said  act  shall  be  laid  out 
through  Columbus,  Indianapolis,  and  Vandalia,  the 
seats  of  government  of  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana, 
and  Illinois;  and  to  inquire  also  into  the  expediency 
of  making  a  further  appropriation  for  the  purpose  of 
completing  the  location  of  said  road. 

Mr.  Hayne  communicated  the  followiug  reso- 
lutions passed  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  Stale  of  South  Carolina  : 

•'  In  THE  Sexati,  Dec.  19,  1823. 

"  Resolved.  That  the  State  of  South  Carolina  re- 
gards with  deep  interest  the  noble  and  patriotic  strug- 
gle of  the  modern  Greeks  to  rescue  from  the  fool  of 
the  infidel  and  the  barbarian  the  hallowed  land  of 
Leonidas  and  Socrates;  and  would  hail  with  pleasure 
the  recognition,  by  the  .American  Uovernmenl,  of  the 
independence  of  Greece. 

*'  Re-wlved,  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  trans- 
mitted to  our  Senators  and  Kepresentatives  at  Wash- 
ington. 

•'  Ordered,    That   the    resolutions    be    sent    to    the 
House  of  Representatives  for  concurrence. 
"  By  order  of  the  Senate. 

"  W.M.  D.  MARTIN,  C.  S." 

"  I>  THE  Hoi-sx,  Dee.  20,  1823. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  House  do  concur  in  the  resO' 

I  lutions. 

"  Ordered,  That  they  be  returned  to  Senate 
"  By  order  of  the  Houne. 
I  "  R.  ANDERSO.N.  ('.  H.  R." 

The  resolutions  were  read,  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table,  and  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Repreientaiive* 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  '•  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Sarah 
|Chilwood;*'  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
j  lief  of  certain  distillers  within  the  county  of  Berks, 
in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania;"'  aNo,  a  bill,  en- 
tilled  '-An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  Kendall;" 
in  which  bills  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  three  bills  brought  up  for  concurrence  were 
severally  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  RuGGLEd,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Gilbert, 
providing  payment  for  property  taken  from  him 
by  the  Sac  Indians,  the  claim  to  which  was  relin- 
quished by  a  treaty  with  that  tribe.  The  bill  was 
read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

.Mr.  Rlggle.s,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Loudon  Case,  with- 
out amendment. 

Mr.  HoL.ME.s,  of  .Maine,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary,  made  a  report  on  the  case  of 
Josiah  Hook,  junior,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for 
his  relief;  which  was  read. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Charles  M.  Collier,''  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendment  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
the  bill,  eptitled  'An  act  -supplementary  to  the 
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act,  entitled  *  An  act  for  lk€  relief  of  persons  im- 
prisoned for  debt ; ''  and  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Francis  Henderson, 
junior,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  tlie  consideration  of 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the 
petition  of  Frederick  W.  Smith  ;  and  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to  Monday 
next. 

The  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint 
committee  to  present  such  acts  as  may  expire,  and 
in  their  opinion,  require  being  continued  in  force, 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  .Alexander  A.  White,  of  Louisiana,  pray- 
ing the  right  of  pre-emption  to  a  tract  of  land  on 
which  he  has  settled,  so  as  to  include  his  improve- 
ments. The  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Eaton,  pro- 
viding for  the  biennial  election  of  the  officers  of 
the  Senate,  was  again  taken  up  for  consideration. 
Mr.  Lan.man  moved  to  strike  out  from  the  resolu- 
tion that  part  which  provides  for  the  election  of 
the  pfincipal  and  engrossing  clerks.  Without 
deciding  on  this  motion,  the  further  consideration 
of  the  resolution  was  postponed  till  Monday  next. 

The  resolution  submitted  on  Wednesday  by 
Mr.  Knight,  instructing  inquiry  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  providing,  by  law,  some  compensation  to 
postmasters  for  marking  ship  letters,  was  again 
read;  and,  after  some  explanatory  remarks  by 
Mr.  Knight,  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  H01.ME.S,  of  Maine,  gave  notice  that,  on 
Monday  next,  he  should  ask  leave  to  introduce  a 
bill,  the  better  to  secure  the  accountability  of 
public  officers. 

The  bill  from  the  other  House  for  the  relief  of 
Jeremiah  .Manning,  of  New  Jersey,  providing  pay- 
ment for  a  quantity  of  hay,  furnished  to  the  troops 
of  the  United  States  during  the  late  war,  was 
taken  up  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole — 

Mr.  Rlggle.s  stated  the  grounds  upon  which 
the  claim  was  predicated.  The  bill  was  then  re- 
ported to  the  Senate  without  amendment,  and 
passed  to  a  third  reading. 

PORTRAIT  OF  COLU.MBUS. 

The  following  communication  was  received 
from  the  Department  of  State: 

Departmejit  or  State, 
Washington,  January  1,  1824. 

To  the  President  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  : 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  of  enclosing,  herewith,  a 
copy  of  a  letter  received  at  this  department^  from 
George  G.  Barrell,  Consul  of  the  United  States  at 
Malaga,  and  informing  you  that  the  picture  mentioned 
in  it,  IS  at  the  ofRcc  of  this  department,  subject  to  such 
disposal  of  it  as  Congress  may  direct. 

Having  been  some  time  retained  at  ^ew  York,  to 
which  plac6  it  was  shipped  by  .Mr.  Barrell,  it  has  very 
recently  been  received  here  in  a  frame,  upon  which  is 
engraved  the  following  inscription  : 

i 


"  Columbus." 
"  Presented  to  the  nation,  by  G.  G.  Barrell,  United 
'  States  Consul  at  .Malaga.     The  frame  presented  by 
*  Parker  &  Clover,  picture  framers.  New  York,  A. 
D.  1823." 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  state,  that  an  exact 
fac  simile,  engraved  on  copperplate,  has  been  made  by 
direction  of  this  department,  of  the  origijial  copy  of 
the  Declaration  of  Independence,  engrossed  on  parch- 
ment, and  signed  by  all  the  members  of  Congress  on 
the  2d  of  August,  1776,  as  appears  by  the  secret  jour- 
nal of  that  day.  Two  hundred  copies  have  been 
struck  off  from  this  plate,  and  are  now  at  the  office  of 
the  department,  subject  to  the  disposal  of  Congress. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  &c. 

JOHN  (^UINCY  ADAMS. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  George  G.  Barrell, 
United  States  Consul  at  Malaga,  to  the  Secretary 
of  State : 

Malaga.  February  21,  1823. 

Sir  :  A  few  days  since  I  delivered  to  Charles  A. 
Davis,]  Esq.,  a  portrait  of  Columbus,  in  half  length, 
which  I  obtained  from  Seville,  and  directed  him  to  for- 
ward it  to  your  Excellency,  for  the  purpose  of  having 
it  placed  among  the  portraits  of  other  distinguished 
men  in  the  Capitol.  You  will  find,  by  the  certificate 
which  accompanies  it,  that  it  was  supposed  to  be  by 
the  same  hand  which  painted  the  celebrated  one  in  the 
Escurial,  and  only  having  undergone  some  retouches, 
of  a  trifling  nature,  to  prevent  its  decay.  If  it  is 
worthy  of  a  place  in  the  Capitol,  it  will  afford  me  in- 
finite pleasure,  and  if  not,  I  can  only  say,  my  adrjira- 
tion  for  that  extraordinary  man  led  me  to  think  an 
original  likeness  of  him  might  be  considered  as  a  small 
mark  of  the  veneration  and  love  I  bear  my  couutry. 

With  great  respect,  «Scc. 

GEORGE  G.  BARKELL. 

J.  Q.  AuAMs,  Esq.,  Secry  of  State. 

This  communication,  with  the  accompanying 
letter,  was  read  and  referred  to  the  select  com- 
mittee appointed  to  make  the  proper  disposition 
o(  the  rooms  in  the  centre  building  of  the  Capitol. 


Monday,  January  5 

The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  on  the  state  of  the 
finances,  prepared  in  obedience  to   the  act  "  sup- 

Elementary  to  the  act  to  establish  the  Treasury* 
►epartmeut,"  and  fifteen  hundred  copies  thereof 
were  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Sen- 
ate. 

Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  Hol.mes,  of  Maine, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  better 
to  secure  the  accountability  of  public  officers,  and 
others ;  which  was  twice  read,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  F'inance. 

Mr.  Barbour  presented  the  memorial  of  Na- 
thaniel Wattles,  President  of  the  Marine  Insurance 
Company  of  Alexandria,  and  others,  staling  that 
their  claims  against  the  Government  of  France, 
for  illegal  seizures  and  condemnations,  have  been 
yielded  up  by  the  convention  of  1800;  and  pray- 
ing the  payment  thereof,  or  to  be  restored  to  the 
stale  in  which  they  were  anterior  to  the  conven- 
tion. The  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 
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Mr.  LowRiE  presented  ihe  memorial  of  the  Phil- 
adelphia Chamber  of  Commerce,  praying  the  pass- 
ing of  an  act  to  establish  an  uniform  system  of 
bankruptcy  throughout  the  United  Stales  ;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

Mr.  FiNDLAY  presented  the  memorial  of  Charles 
Waters,  and  others,  of  the  city  and  county  of 
Philadelphia,  praying  a  revision  of  the  tariff",  for 
the  purpose  of  affording  additional  protection  to 
the  manufactures  of  the  United  States ;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures.  ^ 

Mr.  S.MITH  presented  the  petition  of  Jahn  S. 
Stiles,  executor  of  George  Stiles,  stating  that  he 
has  been  aggrj^eved  by  the  construction  given  to 
the  act  for  the  relief  of  sundry  merchants  of  the 
city  of  Baltimore,  and  praying  the  interposition  of 
Congress  in  his  behalf.  The  petition  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Kelly  presented  the  petition  of  Charles 
Parent,  in  behalf  of  the  heirs  and  legal  represent- 
atives of  Charles  Parent,  deceased,  praying  au- 
thority to  enter,  at  the  proper  land  office,  and  at 
the  Uiual  rate,  two  quarter  sections  of  land,  in- 
cluding <i  plantation  owned,  occupied,  and  culti- 
vated by  the  said  Charles  Parent,  in  his  life  time.  | 
The  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  ^lands.  j 

Mr.  Kelly  presented  the  petition  of  Peter  H. 
Hobart,  and  Lewis  Judson,  praying  the  confirma- 
tion  of  their  claim  to  a  tract  ot'  land  in  the  State  ' 
of  Alabama  ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  ! 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Jackso.n  presented  the  memorial  of  Jo-iah  j 
Watson  and  wife,  the  aged  parents  of  the  late  | 
Lieutenant  Watson  of  the  Navy,  stating  that  they 
are  aged  and  infirm,  and,  from  misfortunes,  have  ' 
been  reduced  to  poverty ;  that  their  late  deceased  I 
son  was  the  only  prop  of  their  declining  years,  \ 
and  part  of  his  pay  their  only  support ;' by  his  | 
death  they  are  reduced  to  want ;  that  they  now  ! 
throw  themselves  upon  the  humanity  of  that  coun- ' 
try,  in  whose  service  their  son  died,  and  pray  to  i 
be  provided  for  in  the  same  manner  that  other  per- ' 
sons  have  been  whose  sons  have  died  in  the  naval  \ 
service.     Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  j 

Mr.  Hay.ne  presented  the  petition  of  Napier,  i 
Rapelye,  and  Bennett,  citizens  and  merchants  of' 
Charleston,  South  Carolina,  praying  the  remission 
of  duties  on  a  quantity  of  >ugar  shipped  from  St. 
Augustine,  after  its  cession  to  the  United  States, 
and  landed  at  Charleston,  on  which  sugar  duties  I 
bad  been  previously  paid  to  the  Spanish  authori- 
ties,  on  Its  importation  into  St.  Augustine.     The 
petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  ' 
on  l^inance.  : 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  submitted  the  I 
following  motion  for  consideration,  which  was  i 
read :  ; 

Rtsolvtd,  Thai  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canal* 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  request- 
ing ,'  Pr«'"dent  to  cau^e  a  survey  to  be  made,  by 
some  duly  qualihed  officer  or  officers  of  the  Enginee'r 
or  ropographical  corps,  ot  ihe  best  route  for  opening 
»  navigable   coBiinunication    between    BuziarcTs  bay 


and  Barnstable  bay ;  and  to  report  on  the  practica. 
bility  of  constructing  a  canal  through  the  isthmus 
which  separates  the  said  bays,  of  sufficient  depth  and 
size  to  admit  vessels  of  war  to  pass  the  same ;  on  the 
obstacles  thereto,  and  the  estimated  expense  thereof; 
and  on  the  benefits  that  would  result  to  the  public  in- 
terests, in  time  of  war,  and  to  the  domestic  or  coasting 
trade  of  the  United  States,  in  time  of  peace,  from  the 
construction  of  such  a  canal ;  which,  after  the  comple- 
tion of  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  and  Raritan 
canals,  would  extend  an  inland  water  communication 
from  Albemarle  sound  to  Massachusetts  bay,  passing, 
in  its  progress,  through  the  territory,  or  along  the 
borders  of  ten  of  the  Atlantic  States. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  submitted  the  following 
motions  for  consideration,  which  were  read: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be  directed 
to  report  to  the  ^.'enate,  by  the  first  day  of  February 
next,  all  such  laws  as  will  expire  before  the  second 
week  in  the  next  session  of  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be  requested 
to  report  to  the  Senate,  in  the  lirst  week  in  each  ses- 
sion, ail  such  laws  as  will  expire  before  the  second 
week  in  the  next  succeeding  session. 

Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  sutijiiufd  the  following 
motion  for  consideration,  which  was  read  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Comruitire  on  Public  Lands*  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  extending 
the  provisions  of  the  first  and  fourth  sections  of  an  act, 
passed  on  the  second  day  of  March.  1^21,  for  the  re- 
lief of  purchasers  of  public  lands  prior  to  the  first  day 
of  July,  1920,  so  as  to  enable  the  holders  of  certifi- 
cates (on  which  an  extended  credit  ha<  been  allowed) 
to  relinquish  the  same  ;  or,  by  making  cash  payments, 
to  receive  a  deduction  of  thirty-seven  and  a  half  per 
cent,  on  the  amount  so  paid. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance? 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act 
for  the  relief  of  William  Bartlett  and  John  Stearns, 
owners  of  the  schooner  Angler,  and  Nathaniel 
Carver,  owner  of  the  schooner  Harmonv.  and 
others,''  reported  it  without  amendnunt. 

Mr.  Eato.n  gave  notice  that  he  should  ask  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill,  to  regulate  the  manner  of  choos- 
ing the  Secretary  of  ihe  Senate  and  Principal 
Clerk  and  Engro^^sing  Clerks,  Sergeanl-at-Arms 
and  Ddorkeeper,  and  Assistant  Doorkeeper;  also, 
the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 
the  clerks  and  other  officers  of  that  House. 

On  motion,  Mr.  Lowrie  was  excused  from  serv- 
ing on  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  ;  and  Mr. 
King,  o^' Alabama,  was  appointed  in  his  stead. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jere- 
miah Manning,  of  New  Jersey,"  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  ofJosrah  Hook,  jun..  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Gilbert  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam Kendall,'  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Sa- 
rah Chitwood,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

The  bill,  entitled  '-An  act  for  the  relief  of  cer- 
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tain  distillers,  within  ^he  county  of  Berks,  in  the  ' 
State  of  Pennsylvania,*'  was  read  the  second  time,  I 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance.  , 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  26th  ultimo,  respecting  the  election 
of  the  officers  of  the  Senate ;  and  it  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  amendment  made  in  the  other  House  to 
the  bill  to  relieve  certain  persons  from  prison,  was 
agreed  to. 

The  resolution  proposed  on  Friday  by  Mr. 
S.MITH,  respecting  the  expediency  of  exploring  the 
country  between  the  Alleghany  and  Susquehannah 
rivers,  with  a  view  to  the  connexion  of  those 
rivers  by  a  canal,  was  again  read,  and,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  S.,  laid  on  the  table. 

The  resolution  submitted  on  Friday  by  Mr.  No- 
ble, instructing  an  inquiry  into  the  expediency  of 
amending  the  act.  entitled  ''An  act  to  lay  out  the 
road  therein  named,''  so  as  to  provide  that  the  said 
road  may  be  laid  oOt  through  Columbus,  Indian- 
apolis,and  Vandalia,  wasagain  read. and  agreed  to. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  unfa- 
vorable to  the  petition  of  Frederick  W.  Smith,  a 
Lieutenant  in  the  Navy,  who  prays  remuneration 
for  money  belonging  to  the  Government,  lost  while 
in  service,  was  taken  up  for  consideration.  Mr. 
DicKERPox,  in  a  few  remarks,  opposed  the  report 
of  the  committee,  and  concluded  by  moving  to  re- 
verse it.  Mr.  RiGGLEs  stated  the  reasons  which 
governed  the  committee  in  framing  their  report. 
The  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Dickerson  was 
rejected,  and  the  report  concurred  in. 

The  bill  from  the  other  House,  for  the  relief  of 
Loudon  Case,  providing  payment  for  a  yoke  of 
oxen  taken  into  the  service  of  the  United  States 
during  the  late  war,  was  taken  up  in  Committee  of 
the  ^Vhole.  Mr.  Ri  ggle.-»  stated  the  facts  con- 
nected with  the  case.  The  bill  was  reported  to 
the  Senate  without  amendment,  and  passed  to  a 
third  reading. 

*  CASE  OF   FR.\NCIS  HENDERSON,  Jb. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  for  the  relief  of  Francis  Henderson,  jr. 
was  taken  up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  This 
bill  provides  for  the  payment  "  to  Francis  Hen- 
derson, jr..  the  grandson  of  the  late  Lieutenant 
Colonel  John  Laurens,  of  South  Carolina,  the 
sum  of  S"33.500,  in  full  for  all  claims  of  the  legal 
representative  of  Colonel  Laurens  against  the 
United  States.''  The  following  is  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations: 

Lieutenant  Colonel  John  Laurens,  the  ancestor 
^  whose  services,  civil  and  military,  occupy  a  brilliant 
'  page  in  the  history  of  the  Revolution,  entered  the 
.\rmy  of  the  United  States,  as  aid  to  the  Commander- 
in-Chief,  in  August,  1777.  In  this  situation,  be  dis- 
played a  zeal,  courage,  and  devotedness,  not  surpassed 
by  any  of  his  compatriots.  He  conciliated  the  esteem 
of  his  commander,  and  of  his  brother  soldiers,  and, 
for  his  distinguished  services,  frequently  received  the 
thanks  of  Congress.  In  1780,  he  had  acquired  so 
much  of  the  confidence  of  his  country,  as  to  induce 
Congress,  unanimously,  to  appoint  him  a  special  Min- 
ister to  France,  on   a  most  important  service.      Such 


was  his  success  in  this  mission,  as  again  to  call  forth 
the  public  thanks  of  that  body.  He  returned  to  this 
country  in  September,  1781,  and  at  his  special  request 
Congress  permitted  him  to  join  the  Army,  then  con- 
ducting the  siege  of  Yorktown,  in  Virginia,  where 
fresh  laurels  awaited  him.  He  finally  fell,  on  the  27th 
August,  1782,  in  the  lap  of  honor,  fighting  the  battles 
of  his 'country.  His  death  was  a  national  misfortune. 
He  left  an  orphan  daughter  to  the  gratitude  and  to 
the  protection  of  his  country.  A  disinterestedness, 
even  to  carelessness,  was  a  distinguished  trait  among 
his  other  qualities.  Hence,  for  bis  long  and  important 
services,  and  the  expenses  attending  the  same,  he 
seems  neither  to  have  kept  an  account,  nor  to  have 
received  any  advances,  except  a  small  sum,  to  which 
hereafter  a  more  particular  reference  will  be  made. 

The  father  dead — his  only  child  an  infant  and  an 
orphan — and  the  grandfather,  Henry  Laurens,  in  cap- 
tivity in  England — there  was  no  one  to  assert  her 
claims. 

Eventually,  the  grandfather  returned  from  Europe, 
and,  in  1784,  as  the  guardian  of  the  child,  presented 
her  case  to  Congress,  who  came  to  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

'^  Resolved,  That,  in  settling  the  accountsof  the  late 
Lieutenant  Colonel  John  Laurens,  as  special  Minister 
to  the  Court  of  Versailles,  he  be  allowed  the  same  pay 
that  was  given  at  this  period  to  the  .Ministers  Pleni- 
potentiary of  the  United  States  at  foreign  Courts,  from 
the  time  of  his  appointment  to  that  embassy,  until  his 
return  ;  and  that  the  balance  remaining  due  for  his 
services  as  Minister  be  paid  to  his  representatives." 

I'his  resolution  was  not  acted  upon  till  1790.  The 
accounts  of  the  father,  Colonel  Laurens,  in  both  char- 
acters, as  Colonel  and  as  Minister,  were  settled.  But 
it  is  objected  by  his  legal  representative,  the  petitioner, 
(who  intermarried  with  Frances  Eleanor  Laurens,  the 
only  child  of  Colonel  John  Laurens,)  and,  in  the' 
opinion  of  the  committee,  justly,  that  in  the  bcttlement 
no  allowance  was  made  for  the  expenses  of  Colonel 
Laurens  while  on  his  foreign  iilission,  although,  at  that 
lime,  no  advances  being  made  our  foreign  Ministers 
as  an  outfit,  it  was  the  usage  of  the  Government  to 
pay  their  expenses;  and  more  especially,  too,  as  Con- 
gress had  expressly  directed  that,  in  the  adjustment  of 
the  account,  his  compensation  should  be  the  same  as 
that  of  other  Ministers. 

No  account  having  been  kept  by  Colonel  Laurens 
of  his  expenses,  ihe  committee  have,  of  course,  no  cer- 
tain data  by  which  to  ascertain  the  amount;  in  the 
absence  of  which,  they  have  been  compelled  to  resort 
to  other  circumstances,  for  the  purpose  of  arriving  at 
any  satisfactory  result.  These  are>  Ist.  That  it  is  in 
proof  Colonel  Laurens  paid  bis  own  expenses,  as  well 
as  those  of  his  suite.  2dl3'.  ^^  ^^^^  up,  at  Nantes, 
on  the  credit  of  his  father,  £1.000  sterling,  equal  to 
'$4,444  44.  3dly.  He  received  from  Dr.  Franklin,  the 
then  resident  Minister  in  France,  $2,171  42;  and, 
4thly,  on  his  return  to  the  United  States  he  received, 
at  Boston,  where  he  landed,  $720  from  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Finance,  to  enable  b-m  to  join  the  army  be- 
fore Yorktown,  in  Virginia.  The  committee,  there- 
fore, have  assumed  these  sums,  as  furnishing  the 
probable  amount  of  his  expenses ;  in  which  they  have 
the  more  readily  acquiesced,  as  it  was  about  equal  to 
the  sum,  in  proportion  to  the  time,  allowed  SUas 
Dcane,  a  contemporary  Minister  at  that  Court,  for  his 
expenses. 

The  claim  for  $101  85,  results  from  the  improper 
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application  of  the  scale  of  depreciatioD  to  the  item  for 
rations,  in  the  military  account  of  Colonel  Laurens, 
who,  unconnected  with  any  State  regiment,  would  be 
deprived  of  the  compensation  which  his  brother  offi- 
cers received,  if  it  be  not  awarded  by  Congress;  and, 
therefore,  the  committee  deemed  it  reasonable  to  allow 
it.  The  claim  for  $104  70  is  obviously  just,  as  it 
arisen  from  an  omission  in  extending  and  adding  up 
the  account.  Uniting  these  two  surtis  with  his  diplo- 
matic expenses,  produces  an  amount  of  $7,542  41, 
which,  with  interest,  at  five  per  cent,  from  the  fifth 
September,  1781,  the  day  of  his  return  from  Europe, 
is  equal  to  $23,500.  In  allowing  the  charge  for  in- 
terest, from  the  above  period,  the  committee  have  been 
guided  by  the  resolution  of  Congrrss  above  referred  to, 
and  the  report  on  which  it  was  founded,  which  directs 
that  the  child  of  Colonel  Laurens  should  receive  what- 
ever was,  in  equity  and  justice,  due  the  father;  and 
for  the  further  reason,  that  the  grandfather,  in  fixing 


Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  Cele.stin  Moreau,  of  the  Slate  of  Louisi- 
ana, praying  the  confirmation  of  his  title  to  a  tract 
of  land,  purchased  in  the  year  1792,  and  of  which, 
bince  that  time,  he  has  had  quiet  and  undisturbed 
possession.  The  petition  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  presented  the 
memorial  of  Oliver  Keating,  a  re«[)ectable  mer- 
chant of  Boston,  stating  that,  in  1807,  he  loaded  a 
vessel  exclusively  with  the  produce  of  the  Amer- 
ican fisheries,  for  Marseilles;  that,  on  approaching 
the  port,  the  vessel  was  spoken  by  a  British  vessel 
of  war.  and,  on  entering  the  harbor  of  Marseilles, 
was  taken  possession  of  by  a  P>ench  national  ship, 
and  both  vessel  and  cargo  were  condemned,  con- 
trary to  the  faith  of  treaties,  and  the  law  of  na- 
tions, under  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  issued 


the  portion  of  the  daughter  of  John  Laurens,  by  his  ^  after  the  sailing  of  his  vessel,  and  praying  Con- 
will,  deducts  iherefrom  the  advances  made  the  son,  of,  gress  to  grant  such  relief  as  he  may  be  entitled  to 


which  the  sura  taken  up  by  him  at  rS'antes  is  a  part, 
with  interest  from  the  time  of  such  advances. 

The  committee,  in  reporting  a  bill  directing  the 
money  to  be  paid  to  Francis  Henderson,  jr.,  the  only 
grandchild  of  Colonel  Laurens,  has,  independently  of 
it*  fitness,  conformed  to  the  consent  of  Francis  Hen- 
derson, the  elder,  signified  by  a  letter  from  him,  and 
among  the  documents. 

Mr.  Barbour  stated  the  grounds  of  this  claim, 
and  commented  feelingly  and  eloquently  upon  the 
distinguishejL|g|^jfcr?swhich  Colonel  Laurens  had 
rend^^rf«-tfS7T«n^try.  In  the  appropriation  of 
thp^rom  named  in'the  bill,  Mr.  B.  said  the  com- 
littee  had  not  estimated  the  interest  on  the  moneys 
which  were  justly  due  a  lon^  time  since  to  Col- 
onel Laurens..  He  thought  this  ought,  in  justice, 
to  be  added  to  the  amount  to  be  granted  ;  and 
therefore  moved  that  the  sum  of  S23.500  be  strick- 
en out  from  the  bill,  and  the  sum  of  §26,700  in- 
serted in  its  stead. 

The  allowance  of  interest  was  opposed  by  Messrs. 
LAN.MA.N/HoLMEd,  of  Maine,  Macon,  and  Van 
BcREN,  on  the  ground  that  the  claim  had  not  ' 
been  before  presented,  and  that  the  same  principle  , 
which  had  been  adopted  in  the  settlement  of  other  ' 
claims,  of  a  similar  nature,  should  be  preserved  in  j 
this  case.  I 

The  question  having  been  divided,  the  motion  ' 
for  striking  out  §23,500  prevailed  ;  but,  before  th 


receive,  and  they  may  think  proper  to  grant.  Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  Knight  presented  the  memorial  of  Samuel 
Slater,  and  others,  a  committee  appointed  by  the 
manufaclurer>  of  cotton,  and  others  interested  in 
the  manufacture  of  that  article,  in  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island,  representing  the  embarrassments  to 
which  they  are  subjected  by  the  provisions  of  the 
act  to  regulate-  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports 
and  tonnage;  and  praying  a  revision  of  the  tarifl" 
of  duties,  with  a  view  to  the  encouragement  of 
the  manufactures  of  the  United  States.  The  me- 
morial was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  and  Manufactures,  to  consider  and 
report  therein. 

Mr.  DicKER.-ioN  presented  the  memorial  of  Ben- 
jamin Jones,  and  others,  of  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, praying  additional  duiie>>  on  foreign  iron 
imported,  and  on  certain  manufactures  thereof. 
The  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  P^ndlay  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration  ;  which  was  read  : 

Betolved.  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Ca- 
nals be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
requesting  the  President  to  employ  part  of  the  engineer 
corps  in  ascertaining  whether  it  be  practicable  to  make 
a  canal  navigation  from  the  River  Delaware  or  Schuyl- 


TuEsnAY,  January  6. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
iformed  the  S  '         •      -- 

a  bill,  entitled  " 


informed  the  Senate  that  the  House' have  passed 


'An. act  appropriating  a  sum  of 
money  to  Benjamin  Huflman,  of  the  State  of  In- 
diana; a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the 
laying  out  and  opening  certain  public  roads  in  the 
Territory  of  I'lorida,"  also  a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act 
or  the  relief  of  Samuel  Wharton ;"  in  which  bills 
they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

1  he  three  bills  brought  up  for  concurrence  were 
read,  and  severally  passed  to  the  second  reading 


>?• 


connecting  stream  would  furnish,  at  different  seasons 
of  the  year,  making  an  estimate  of  the  rxprnse  of  com- 
pleting the  canals  respectively,  and  noting  other  neces- 
sary circumstances  in  relation  to  the  object. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing motion  for  consideration;  which  was 
read : 

Htaohed,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Library  b« 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing 
by  law  for  the  distribution  oi  the  public  documents, 
journals,  reports,  and  laws  of  Congress,  annually,  to 
the  several  incorporated  libraries  within  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  RuGGLL.s,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 


89 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


90 


.1 


H 


Janoary,  1824. 


Samud  Gilbert. 


Senate. 


to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  30th  ultimo,  the 
petition  of  Joseph  C.  Boyd,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Joseph  C.  Boyd,  which  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  R.,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  31st  ultimo,  the  bill  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Babbit,"  reported 
the  same  without  amendment. 

Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  Eaton  asked  and  ob- 
tained leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  revive  and  con- 
tinue in  force  "An  act  fixing  the  compensation 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  and  of  the  clerks  em- 
ployed in  their  offices,  and  of  the  librarian,"  passed 
the  18th  of  April,  1818;  which  was  twice  read, 
by  unanimous  consent. 

The  bill  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Lou- ; 
don  Case,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed.        j 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Josiah  Hook,  ju- : 
nior ;  and   the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief  i 
of  Francis  Henderson,  junior;   and   the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  to-mor- 
row. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred, 
on  the  29th  ultimo,  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  fur- 
ther extending  the  term  of  half  pay  pensions  to 
the  widows  and  children  of  officers,  seamen,  and 
marines,  who  died  in  the  public  service,"  reported 
it  with  an  amendment;  which  was  read. 

The  resolution  oflered  yesterday,  by  Mr.  Lloyd,  ! 
of  Massachusetts,  proposing  an  inquiry  into  the  ' 
expediency  of  causing  a  survey  of  the  best  route  ' 
for  opening  a  navigable  communication  between 
Buzzard's  Bay  and  Barnstable  Bay,  was  again  i 
read  and  agreed  to. 

The  resolutions  offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  Holmes, 
of  Maine,  directing  the  Secretary  of  State  to  re- 
port to  the  Senate  all  such  acts  as  will  expire  be- 
fore the  second  week  of  the  next  session  of  Con- 
gress;  and  to  report,  in  the  first  week  of  each 
session,  all  such  laws  as  will  expire  before  the 
second  week  in  the  next  succeeding  session,  were 
again  read,  and  gave  rise  to  some  discussion  as  to 
the  department  from  which  the  information  should 
be  required.  Some  members  thought  it  appropriate 
to  the  Department  of  State,  others  to  the  Attorney 
General,  and  others  to  a  Committee  of  the  Senate. 
Messrs.  Macon,  Elliott,  Bahbour,  Holmes,  of 
Maine,  Findlay,  Smith,  Ruggles,  aod  Mills, 
severally  remarked  upon  the  subject,  and  the  reso- 
lutions were  then,  on  motion  ot  Mr.  Holmes,  of 
Maine,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 
The  following  re>olulion,  submitted  yesterday 
by  Mr.  King,  ot  Alabama,  was  read  for  consider- 
ation : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  extending 
the  provisions  of  the  Ist  and  4th  sections  of  an  act, 
passed  2d  Marrh,  1821,  for  the  relief  of  purchasers  of 
public  lands,  prior  to  the  1st  of  July,  1820,  go  as  to 
enable   the   holders  of  certificates    (on  which  an    cx- 


tended  credit  baa  been  allowed)  to  relinquish  the  tame  ; 
or  by  making  cash  payments  to  receive  a  deduction  of 
37^  per  cent,  on  the  amount  so  paid." 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Mr.  K.,  stating  the 
provisions  of  the  sections  of  the  act  proposed  to  be 
extended,  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

The  resolution  offered  a  few  days  since,  by  Mr. 
Smith,  instructing  an  inquiry  into  the  expediency 
of  exploring,  by  the  Engineer  Corps,  the  country 
between  the  Alleghany  and  Susquehanna  rivers, 
with  a  view  to  their  connexion  by  a  canal,  was 
called  up  for  consideration.  Mr.  Findlay  sub- 
mitted an  amendment,  which  he  afterwards  with- 
drew, and  offered  in  the  form  of  a  separate  resolu- 
tion. Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  made  a  few  obser- 
vations, against  carrying  the  policy  of  making 
roads  and  canals,  from  the  public  funds,  to  the 
extent  contemplated  by  this  and  similar  proposi- 
tions. The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  for 
the  relief  of  William  Bartlett  and  John  Stearns, 
was  taken  up  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
The  object  oi  this  bill  is,  to  grant  the  bounty  to 
two  fishing  vessels  belonging  to  Plymouth,  Mas- 
sachusetts, which  were  shipwrecked,  and  therefore 
unable  to  comply  with  all  the  requisitions  of  the 
law  allowing  a  bounty  to  vessels  engaged  in  the 
fishing  trade.  Mr.  S.mith  stated  the  view  which 
the  Committee  on  Finance  took  of  this  subject. 
Messrs.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  Lanman,  and 
Mills,  advocated,  and  Messrs.  Holmes,  of  Maine, 
and  Maco.n,  opposed  the  bill ;  and,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Lan.man,  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

SAMUEL  GILBERT. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Gilbert  was 
taken  up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Ruggles,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
slated  that  the  bill  provided  compensation  for 
property  taken  by  the  Sac  Indians,  after  they  had 
been  informed  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  ;  that,  al- 
though the  tribe  was  bound,  by  treaty,  to  make 
restitution  of  the  property  so  taken,  yet,  from  mo- 
tives of  policy,  the  Government  had  seen  fit  to  re- 
lease them  from  the  obligation  to  restore  it. 

Mr.  Edwards,  of  Illinois,  gave  some  informa- 
tiod  as  to  the  terms  of  the  treaty,  by  which  the 
claim  to  this  property  was  relinquished. 

Mr.  Chandler  thought  that  this  claim  partook 
somewhat  of  the  nature  of  a  great  many  others 
now  before  Congress,  and  that  its  passage  might 
involve  the  allowance  of  all  claims  to  property 
taken  from  citizens  of  the  United  States,  the  claim 
to  which  was  afterwards  surrendered  by  treaty. 

Mr.  Smith  thought  the  reason,  advanced  by 
the  gentleman  from  Maine,  the  very  one  whicn 
should  urge  the  allowance  of  this  claim.  He  be- 
lieved the  Government  ought  to  make  restitution 
for  the  property  of  its  citizens  surrendered  by 
treaty.  r 

•Mr.  Barbour  said,  if  the  bill  involved  so  im- 
portant a  principle  as  that  intimated  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maine,  it  ought  not  to  be  acted  upon 
by  the  Senate  without  further  reflection.  He 
therefore  moved  its  postponement  to  this  day  week. 
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Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  remarked  upon  the 
nature  of  claims  upon  the  Government  for  prop- 
erty captured  by  foreign  nations,  «fcc.  He  con- 
sidered it  the  duty  of  a  nation,  a  duty  which  it 
*  owed  to  itself  and  to  its  citizens,  to  exert  all  the 
means  in  its  power  to  obtain  recompense  for  pri- 
vate property  captured  by  other  nations — but, 
when  those  means  had  been  exhausted,  that  na- 
tion was  no  longer  bound  to  withhold  from  the 
completion  of  a  treaty,  nor  to  provide  payment  for 
all  claims  for  property  so  captured.  &c. 

Mr.  S.MITH  coiucided  perfectly  with  the  rule 
laid  down  by  the  member  from  i\ew  York — btrt, 
he  considered,  that,  where  a  foreign  nation  agreed, 
by  treaty,  to  make  restitution  for  property  cap- 
tured, and  afterwards  our  Government  had  con- 
sented, for  a  valuable  consideration,  to  strike  out 
that  article  from  the  treaty,  they  were  bound  to 
compensate  the  citizens  having  such  claims. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Barbour,  to  postpone  the 
bill  to  this  day  week,  prevailed. 


Wednesday,  January  7. 

The  Pre3Ide.\t  laid  before  the  Senate  a  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting  an  ab- 
stract exhibiting  the  expenditures,  under  the  head 
of  "Contingent  Expenses,-*  from  the  first  of  Oc- 
tober, 1822,  to  the  30th  of  September,  1S23.  pre- 
pared in  obedience  to  the  act  of  Congress,  passed 
3d  of  March,  1S()9;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  RuGGLEs,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  15th  December,  the 
petition  of  Charles  B.  Davis,  made  a  report,  to- 
gether with  a  resolution,  that  the  prayer  of  the 
petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

Mr.  JoH-N^ON,  of  Louisiana,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing motion  for  consideration  ;  which  was  read  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  directed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  revising  the  act  of 
Congrew  entitled  "An  act  further  to  establish  the 
compensations  of  officers  of  the  customs,  and  to  alter 
the  collection  districts,  and  for  other  purposes."  passed 
7th  .May,  1822.  and  making  such  amendments  thereto, 
as  a  change  of  circumstances  may  have  rendered  neces- 
sary and  proper. 

Mr.  Barbolr  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration  :  which  was  read  : 

Resolved,  Thai  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  lay  before  the  Senate  (if  in  his  opinion 
It  can  be  done  without  injury  to  the  public  interest) 
•uch  information  as  will  show  the  state  of  the  relations 
between  Spam  and  the  United  States,  from  the  ratiti- 
cation  of  the  Florida  treaty  up  to  the  present  time  ; 
ana  the  effect  produced  on  those  relations  bv  the  United 
States  having  estabhshed  diplomatic  intercourse  with 
the  independent  Governments  of  South  and  \orth 
-America. 

A  message  ^om  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill  entitled  "  An  act  to  authorize  the  survevin<T 
and  making  a  road  from  a  point  opposite  to  Mem'- 
ph.s  in  the  State  of  TennesUe,  to  Little  Rock  m 
he  Territory  of  Arkansas/'  ia  which  they  request 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 
The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 


entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  surveying  and 
making  a  road  from  a  point  opposite  to  Memphis, 
in  the  State  of  Tennessee,  to  Little  Rock,  in  the 
Territory  of  Arkansas,"  was  twice  read,  by  unani- 
I  mous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
I  Roads  and  Canals. 

!  The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion, 
of  the  6th  instant,  relative  to  a  canal  from  the 
River  Delaware,  or  Schuylkill,  at  or  near  the  city 
;  of  Philadelphia,  by  the  city  of  Lancaster,  to  the 
j  River  Susquehannah ;  and  it  was  ordered  to  lie 
'  on  the  table. 

j.     The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion,  of 
the  6th  instant,  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
i  providing  by  law  for  the  distribution  of  the  public 
j  documents,  journals,  and  laws,  to  the  several  in- 
corporated  libraries  within    the    United   Stales; 
;and  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  C.  Boyd  was  read 
the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  appropriating  a  cer- 
tain sum  of  money  to  Benjamin  Huffman,  of  the 
State  of  Indiana,*"  was  read  the  second  time. 
A  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  layme 
I  out  and  opening  certain  public  roads,  in  Florida," 
I  was  read  the  second  time. 

I      The  bill,  entitled  "An  art  for  the  relief  of  Sam- 
:  uel  Wharton,"  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  William  Bartlett  and  John 
Stearns,  owners  of  the  schooner  Angler,  and  Na- 
^  ihaniel  Carver,  owner  of  the  schooner  Harmony, 
.  and  others,"  and,  no  amendment  having  been 
made,  it  wa-^  reported  to  the  House,  and  passed  to 
a  third  reading. 

'         CASE  OF  FR.WCIS  HENDERStJN,  Ja. 
The  bill  reported  in  Senate,  by  the  Committee 
on  Foreign   Relations  for  the  relief  of  Francis 
Henderson,  jun.,  the  grandson  of  the  late  Colonel 
John  Laurens,  was  again  taken  up  for  considera- 
tion, in  Committee  of  the  Whole.     The  question 
was   upon   inserting  .<ji2»3.TOO,  as   the  sum   to  be 
■  granted,  instead  of  .sj3.5i)(t.  the  sum  reported  by 
I  the  committee— the  addition   proposed   being  for 
I  interest  on  the  >um  which   the  committee  states 
i  to  be  due  for  the  services  of  Colonel  Laurens.    On 
I  the  allowance  of  interest,  a  further  discuvsion  took 
,  nlace.    in    which    Mr.   Barrour    .supported,  and 
Messrs.    HuL.ME.-.    of    Maine,    S.mith,    Macon, 
Hav.ne,  and  Be.nto.n,  op|)osed  the  allowance. 

.Mr.  Hayne  said  that,  as  the  name  of  Laurens 
had  been  mentioned,  and  his  .services  had  been 
alluded  to,  in  debat*-.  he  could  not.  with  justice  to 
his  own  feelings,  r.frain  from  adding  his  feeble 
tribute  of  respect  for  the  virtues,  and  admiration 
of  the  character,  of  that  distinguished  man.  He 
felt  that  he  would  be  indulcjed  by  the  Senate 
when  they  remembered  that  he  represented  the 
State  which  had  Ijeen  honored  by  ffiving  birth  to 
that  illustrious  hero,  and  whicli  had   l>een  still 


more  honored  in  bein<y  the 
death. 


scene  of  his  glorious 

I      Colonel  John  Laurens,  said  Mr.  Hayne,  was 
!  the  Bayard  of  America.     Of  him,  if  of  any  man 
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who  ever  lived,  it  could,  with  truth,  be  said,  ''he 
was  without  fear  and  without  reproach!"  He 
brought  to  the  service  of  his  country  a  Roman 
form,  and  more  than  a  Roman  soul.  If  you 
sought  for  him  in  the  day  of  battle,  he  was  found 
at  the  post  of  danger;  if  at  any  other  moment,  he 
was  found  at  the  post  of  duty.  The  love  of  his 
country  controlled  every  other  feeling  of  his  heart ; 
it  might  almost  be  said  to  be  that  'in  which  he 
lived,  and  moved,  and  had  his  being."  It  had 
been  supposed,  said  Mr.  Hayne.  that  Colonel 
Laurens  was  a  rash  man,  wholly  reckless  of  life; 
who  rushed,  with  the  instinct  of  the  lion,  on  his 
foe,  and  who  was  regardless  because  he  was  in- 
sensible of  danger.  Some  countenance  had  in- 
deed been  given  to  this  idea  by  the  historians  of 
the  day.  But  Mr.  H.  was  strongly •  impressed 
with  the  belief  that  injustice  had,  in  this  respect, 
been  done  to  the  character  of  Laurens,  and  that 
his  ardent  enterprise  and  heroic  courage  had  been 
mistaken  for  thoughtless  desperation. 

Laurens  possessed  a  highly  cultivated  mind. 
He  was  a  man  of  thought  as  well  as  of  action; 
'•as  great  in  counsel  as  in  high  resolve."  It  is 
not  to  be  supposed,  therefore,  that  such  a  man 
could  have  been  insensible  to  danger.  Mr.  H. 
was  satisfied,  from  facts  within  his  own  knowl- 
edge, that,  although  Colonel  Laurens  always  felt 
himself  compelled,  by  his  noble  nature  and  high 
sense  of  duty,  to  seek  danger  in  his  country's  ser- 
vice, wherever  it  was  to  be  found,  yet  he  duly 
estimated  the  hazards  of  such  conduct,  and  con- 
sidered as  probable  the  event  by  which  he  finally 
sealed,  wiin  his  blood,  his  devotion  to  hi<  country. 
When  entering  on  his  last  campaign,  he  confided, 
to  the  rare  of  a  friend,  a  precious  jewel.  th»>  gift 
of  Louis  XVI..  with  directions'  how  it  stiould 
be  di-posed  of  in  the  event  of  his  fall.  No,  sir, 
said  .Mr.  H.,  Colonel  Laurens  was  neither  insen- 
sible to  danger  nor  indifferent  to  life.  It  was  only 
when,  to  borrow  the  language  of  the  immortal 
poet, 

"  He  set  Honor  in  one  eye,  and  Death  in  t'other, 
That  he  did  look  on  Death  indifferently." 

The  field  of  battle  was  not  the  only  sphere  in 
w^hich  Colonel  Laurens  displayed  great  talents 
and  rare  qualities.  He  was  no  less  able  as  a 
negotiator  than  distinguished  as  a  soldier.  At 
the  most  critical  period  of  the  Revolution,  Con- 
gress found  it  necessary  to  send  to  France  for 
succor  and  support.  They  sought  out  Laurens 
in  the  camp,  and  confided  to  him  a  special  mission 
to  the  Court  of  Versailles.  His  conduct  on  that 
mission  was  as  sinking  and  peculiar  as  it  was 
eminently  successful.  He  stamped  his  cwn  high 
character  on  a  transaction  unexampled  in  the 
whole  history  of  diplomacy.  Arrived  at  the  P'rench 
Court,  he  trainphd  at  once  on  all  official  forms, 
and,  in  the  simple  garb  of  an  American  soldier, 
pressed  instantly  into  the  presence  of  the  Sover- 
eign, eloquently  and  fearlessly  explained  the  situ- 
ation of  his  country,  clearly  pointed  out  the  duly 
and  interest  of  France,  and  demanded  a.«isistance. 
Patriotism  and  eloquence  were  signally  trium- 
phant.    Laurens  prevailed.     He  obtained  at  once 


!  that  relief  which  wa«  perhaps  essential  to  the  ac- 
complishment of   American    independence,   and 
which,  if  it  had  not  been  wholly  denied  to  the 
;  usual  course  of  tardy  negotiation,   might   have 
come  too  late  to  produce  the  desired  effect.    Thus 
was  the  work  of  years  accomplished  in  a  few 
short   weeks.     But  a   few  months   had  elapsed 
'  since  Laurens  had  been  seen  in  the  ranks  of  the 
American   Army,  "  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight." 
And.    now,  (having,  in    the  mean  time,  thrice 
1  crossed  the  Atlantic,  and  concluded  a  most  impor- 
\  taut    negotiation.)    he  was   again  on  his  native 
^  shores,  bringing  with  him  immense  treasures,  the 
I  fruits  of  his  labors,  and  furnishing  pay  and  clo- 
thing to  the  suffering  soldiery.     In  a  few  days  af- 
ter his  arrival,  he  was  again  found  in  the  camp, 
marshalling  to  glory  the  soldiers  of  liberty.     Mr. 
H.  said,  he  would  not  attempt  to  follow  him  fur- 
ther in  his  glorious  course.    We  all  know  that  he 
I  fell  at  the  head  of  his  troops,  gallantly  fighting 
j  for  the  liberties  of  his  country  and  the  rights  of 
mankind.     It  is  delightful,  said  Mr.  H.,  to  reflect, 
that  he  fell  •'  in  the  last  of  our  fields,"  as  if  Provi- 
dence, who  had  preserved  him  through  so  many 
perils,  had  permitted  his  career  to  be  closed  only 
when  there  were  no  more  battles  to  be  won. 

It  will  hardly  be  believed  by  posterity  that  the 
hero,  who  fills  so  large  a  space  in  the  annals  of 
;  his  country,  died  in  his  youth,  not  having  yet  al- 
tamed  his  twenty-seventh  year.     As  nearly  con- 
nected with  this  subject,  said  Mr.  H.,  it  is  worthy 
of  remark,  that  Colonel  Laurens  was  the  purest 
and  most  disinterested  of  human  beings.    His  po- 
litical creed  was  that,  in  the  hour  of  calamity,  the 
'  life  and  fortune  of  the  citizen  is  the  properly^of  his 
i  country,  and  that  his  services  should  be  rendered 
j  gratuitously.     Laurens  received  no  pay,  k^pt  no 
i  private  accounts,  and  most  certainly  never  intend- 
[  ed  to  demand,  nor  would  have  consented  to  re- 
I  ceive  any  compensation  for  his   invaluable  ser- 
i  vices,  military  and  diplomatic.      It  was  in  the 
same  spirit  that,  on  one  occasion,  he  declined  a 
!  commission  in  the  Army,  tendered  him  as  a  re- 
*ward  for  his  gallantry  ;  not,  assuredly,  from  insen- 
sibility to  its  value,  (for  military  glory  was  "the 
I  idol  of  his  soul,  and  promotion  the  very  reward 
]  for  which  his  heart  panted,)  but  because,  as  he 
'  himself  declared,  his  promotion  might  give  offence 
to  older  officers,  and  thus  be  injurious  to  the  public 
1  service.     Mr.  H.  said,  he  knew  not  how  better  to 
I  combine    in   one  view   the   various  traits  which 
I  marked  the  character  of  John  Laurens,  than  by 
adopting  the  eloquent  language  of  the  American 
historian  : 

"  Nature  had  adorned  him  with  a  profusion  of 
her  choicest  gifts,  to  which  education  bad  added 
its  most  useful  as  well  as  its  most  elegant  improve- 
ments. Acting  from  the  most  honorable  principles; 
uniting  the  bravery  and  other  talents  of  a  great  ofRcer, 
with  the  knowledge  of  a  complete  soldier,  and  the 
engaging  manners  of  a  well-bred  gentleman — he  was 
the  idol  of  his  country,  the  glory  of  the  army,  and  the 
ornament  of  human  nature." 

Mr.  Benton  opposed,  not  only  the  allowance 
of  the  interest,  but  of  the  principal,  also,  as  pro- 
posed to  be  granted  by  this  bill.    He  thought,  as 
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the  daughter  of  Colonel  Laurens  was  still  alive, 
that  she  was  the  only  person  who  had  a  just  claim 
to  the  money  proposed  to  be  paid  ;  and,  if  the  bill 
were  to  pass,  it  should  be  in  her  favor. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  moved  the  recommit- 
ment of  the  bill,  for  the  purpose  of  providing  that 
the  money  siiall  be  paid  to  the  daughter  of  Colonel 
Laurens,  or  her  assignee.  But  a  motion  to  lay 
the  bill  on  the  table  prevailed^ 


ThurssDay,  January  8. 

The  President  communicated  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  a  copy  of  the 
Array  Register,  for  each  member  of  the  Senate, 
conformably  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  of  De- 
cember r3th,  1815. 

Mr.  RuGGLEP,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  29th  December,  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Brintnel 
Robbins,  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Edwards,  of  Connecticut,  submitted  the 
following  motion  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing, 
by  joint  reaolution,  that  there  be  prepared  and  pub- 
lished, under  the  direction  of  the  iSecretary  of  Slate, 
with  the  index  now  required  by  the  resolution  of  the 
3d  March,  1818,  a  statement  of  the  tctu  and  parts  of 
acts,  and  joint  resolutions,  of  a  public  nature,  which 
are  limited  in  their  duration,  specifying  the  time  or 
contingency  by  which  their  duration  is  limited  ;  and, 
aUo,  into  the  expediency  of  providing,  as  aforesaid, 
that  there  be  prepared  and  published,  as  aforesaid, 
with  the  laws  of  the  present  session  of  Congress,  a 
statement  of  the  acts  and  joint  resolutions,  of  a  public 
nature,  not  yet  expired,  passed  since  the  organitation 
of  th^  present  Government,  which  are  limited  in  their 
duration,  specifying  the  time  or  contingency  by  which 
their  duration  is  limited. 

.Mr.  Edwards  stated  that  his  intention  was  to 
obtain,  in  a  more  correct  manner,  the  object  pro- 
posed in  a  ret,olution  offered  a  few  days  since  by 
a  member  from  Maine.  Instead  of  calling  upon 
the  Secretary  of  State  to  report  to  Congress,  ses- 
sion after  session,  the  acts  which  are  about  to  ex- 
pire, Mr.  E.  thought  such  information  might  be 
obtained  in  a  much  more  simple  and  expeditious 
way,  if  It  were  attached  to  the  index  usually  pub- 
lished with  the  laws—that  the  additional  labor  of 
specifying,  in  this  way,  the  particular  time  when 
the  laws  expire,  could  not  be  great ;  and,  also, 
where  the  expiration  of  the  law  depends  upon  any 
contingency,  that  such  contingency  should  be  ex- 
pressed in  the  same  way.  This  method  would 
I  D^^*"^^  to  furnish  the  information,  not  only 
to  the  Representatives  of  the  people,  but  to  the 
people  at  large-and  all  interested  in  the  laws 
might  aval   themselves  of  the  information. 

i  he  resolution  was  laid  over  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  oI  Maryland,  presented  the  petition 
of  .Mary  Davis  and  Solomon  Davis,  heirs  and  rep- 
resentatives of  Solomon  Davis,  deceased,  stating 
that  a  contract  was  made  between  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  Public  Buildings  and  the  said  Sol- 
omon Davis,  for  the  supply  of  a  quantity  of  Seneca 


stone  ;  that  a  part  of  the  stone  delivered  has  been 
rejected  by  the  Commissioner  ;  and  praving  pay- 
ment for  the  same,  and  the  fulfilment  of  the  con- 
tract on  the  part  of  the  United  States.  The  pe- 
tition was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  Francis  Larche,  of  New  Orleans,  praying 
compensation  for  a  negro  man,  who  was  impressed 
into  the  public  service,  and  killed,  during  the  in- 
vasion of  Louisiana  by  the  British.  The  petition 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 
Mr.  Barton,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  fur  the  relief  of  William  Kendall,''  reported  it 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  Barton,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  IGth  Decem- 
ber, the  petition  of  George  De  Passau,  made  a 
report,  together  with  a  resolution,  that  the  prayer 
of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam Bartleti  and  John  Stearns,  owners  of  the 
schooner  Angler,  and  Nathaniel  Carver,  owner 
of  the  schooner  Harmony,  and  others,''  was  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition  of  Charles 
B.  Davis,  and  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  re^umed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  forlhe  relief  of  Josiah  Hook,  jr., 
and  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Van  Biren,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  a  resolution  di- 
recting the  Secretary  of  Slate,  to  report  to  Con- 
gress concerning,  the  expiration  of  laws,  reported 
the  following  resolution  ;  which  was  read  and 
passed  to  a  second  reading: 

*' Retolved,  That  there  l>e  added  to  the  Standing 
Committees,  consisting  of  five- members  each,  directed 
to  be  appointed  at  the  commencement  of  each  session, 
with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise,  the  following  : 

"  A  Committet  of  Revision,  whose  special  duty  it 
shall  be  to  report  to  the  Senate,  before  the  first  day  of 
.March  next,  all  such  laws  as  txpire  before  the  close 
of  the  nc  xt  session  of  Congress  ;  and  to  make  a  sim- 
ilar repoit,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  January,  in 
each  year." 

The  resolution  submitted  on  Tuesday  last,  by 
Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  instructing  an  inquiry 
"  into  the  expediency  of  providing,  by  law,  for  the 
'  distribution  of  the  Public  Documents,  Journals, 
*  Reports,  and  Laws  of  Congress,  annually,  to  the 
'  several  incorporated  Libraries  within  the  United 
'  States,"  was  again  read  for  con.sideration. 

After  some  suggestions  on  the  subject,  from  Mr. 
Lloyd,  of  .Massachusetts,  .Mr.  Lowrie,  and  Mr. 
Holmes,  of  Maine,  .Mr.  Johnson  consented  to 
modify  his  proposition,  so  as  to  make  a  general  in- 
quiry into  the  expediency  of  a  further  distribution 
of  public  documents;  and,  in  this  shape,  it  was 
agreed  to. 

The  following  resolution,  otfered  yesterday  by 
Mr.  Barbour,  was  again  read  for  consideration: 

*•  Retolvtd,  That  the  Preaidenl  of  the  United  States 
b«  requested  to  lay  before  the  Senate,  (if,  in  bis  opin- 
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ion,  it  can  be  done,  without  injury  to  the  public  inter- 
est,) such  information  as  will  show  the  state  of  the  re- 
lations between  Spain  and  the  United  States,  from  the 
ratification  of  the  Florida  Treaty,  up  to  the  present 
time,  and  the  effect  produced  on  those  relations,  by 
the  United  States  having  established  diplomatic  inter- 
course with  the  independent  Governments  of  South 
and  North  America." 

Mr.  Barbour  stated,  in  a  few  words,  the  reasons 
that  induced  him  to  offer  this  resolution  ;  and  it 
was  then  agreed  to. 

OFFICERS  OF    THE   CUSTOMS. 

The  resolution  offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  John- 
son, of  Louisiana,  directing  an  inquiry  into  the 
expediency  of  revising  and  amending  the  act  of 
Congress,  entitled  "An  act  further  to  establish  the 
'  compensation  of  officers  of  the  customs,  and  to 
'  alter  certain  collection  districts,  and  for  other 
-'  purposes,"  passed  the  7th  .May,  \S22,  was  again 
read  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Johnson,  in  support  of  his  motion,  said  it 
had  been  fully  shown,  by  experience,  that  the  law 
in  question  absolutely  required  some  amendment; 
in  its  present  operation  at  New  Orleans,  and  he 
believed  at  other  places,  it  was  certainly  injurious 
to  the  interests  of  the  country.  In  consequence  of 
the  reduction  of  his  salary,  the  deputy  collector  at 
New  Orleans  had  resigned  hisomce;  that  office 
is  now  vacant,  and  likely  to  continue  so;  and  it 
was  apprehended  that  the  collector  would  also  re- 
sign his  office  ;  that,  from  the  small  salary  allowed 
him,  he  was  obliged  to  pay  the  contingent  expenses 
of  his  office,  which  were  considerable;  leaving 
for  himself  but  a  small  compensation  for  his  ser- 
vices. When  theunhealthinessof  the  climate,  and 
the  arduous  nature  of  the  duties  of  these  officers, 
was  considered,  .Mr.  J.  thought  the  propriety  of 
some  increase  of  their  salaries  must  be  evident. 
But,  as  the  resolution  merely  proposed  inquiry,  he 
presumed  there  would  be  no  objection  to  it. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

CASE  OF  FR.\NCIS  HENDERSON,  Jr. 

The  Senate  then  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Francis  Henderson,  jr.  This  bill  proposes  to 
^rant  a  sum  of  money  to  Francis  Henderson,  jr., 
in  full  for  services  rendered  to  the  country,  by  his 
grandfather.  Colonel  John  Laurens.  The  ques- 
tion before  the  Committee  was  upon  a  motion  by 
Mr.  HoL.MEs,  of  -Maine,  to  recommit  the  bill  for 
the  purpose  of  altering  it,  so  far  as  to  grant  the 
money  to  Mrs.  Henderson,  the  daughter  of  Colonel 
Laurens.  This  motion,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Bar- 
bour, was  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Barbour,  after  some  further  remarks  on  the 
nature  of  this  claim,  and  in  confirmation  of  those 
which  he  had  previously  made  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  moved  that  the  blank  in  the  bill  should 
be  filled  with  the  sum  which  the  Committee  origi- 
nally  reported  to  be  due  for  the  expenses  incurred 
by  Colonel  Laurens. 

Mr.  LowRiE  said,  that  he  had  paid  great  atten- 
tion to  this  subject,  and  he  felt,  after  full  investi- 
gation, that  he  could  not  vote  for  the  bill,  in  any 
shape.     As  the  subject  had    been  discussed    two 
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days,  he  would  now,  in  order  to  try  the  sense  of 
the  Senate,  move  its  indefinite  postponement. 

Mr.  Elliott  opposed  the  motion  to  postpone  in- 
definitely. He  said  there  could  be  no  doubt  that 
Colonel  Laurens  had  really  expended  the  moneys 
which  the  bill  proposed  to  reimburse,  and  that  the 
claim  fairly  came  under  the  provision  of  Congress, 
existing  at  that  time  for  the  payment  of  the  ex- 
penses of  their  foreign  Ministers.  The  property 
left  by  Colonel  Laurens  to  his  family,  had  been 
diminished  by  these  expenses ;  and  it  appear^  no 
more  than  just  that  they  should  be  paid.  The  cir- 
cumstances under  which  the  daughter  was  situated 
were  such,  that  Mr.  E.  thought  the  money  ought 
not  to  be  given  to  her — he  did  not,  therefore,  see 
any  impropriety  in  voting  it  to  her  son. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Maryland,  said  he  understood 
the  question,  as  to  passing  the  present  bill,  not  to 
turn  upon  the  justice  of  the  claim,  but,  whether 
the  person,  whose  name  was  mentioned  in  the 
bill,  was  fairly  and  legally  authorized  to  receive 
the  money.  It  was  not  asked  as  a  bounty,  but 
as  a  remuneration  for  services  rendered,  and  ex- 
penses incurred ;  and  it  was  imperative  upon  the 
Government  to  pay  its  just  debts;  but  it  was  also 
important  to  know  who  has  the  just  claim  to  it. 
If  Colonel  Laurens  had  any  claim  upon  the  Gov- 
ernment when  he  died,  his  daughter  undoubtedly 
became  the  heir  to  that  claim.  When  she  mar- 
ried Mr.  Henderson,  he  acquired  the  right  to  the 
claim.  If  the  claim  rests  on  the  law,  it  is  cer- 
tainly highly  important  to  know  to  whom  it  now 
belongs.  If  Congress  were  to  pay  it  now.  wrong- 
fully, they  would  be  bound,  by  every  principle  of 
justice,  to  pay  it  again  hereafter,  provided  the 
proper  person  came  forward  to  claim  it.  If  Mr. 
Henderson  were  now  separated  from  his  wife,  by 
covenant  or  contract,  it  became  necessary  to  in- 
quire how  far  that  separation  would  affect  the 
claim.  W^hat  is  the  nature  of  that  separation? 
Does  it  secure  the  right  in  this  claim  to  Hender- 
son ?  Until  he  could  see  some  evidence  on  this 
subject.  Mr.  L.  said  he  could  aot  say  what  right 
the  grandson  had  to  receive  this  money.  No  one, 
Mr.  L.  remarked,  could  be  more  ready  than  him- 
self to  extend  a  fostering  hand  to  those,  and  to 
<he  descendants  of  those  who  had  rendered  dis- 
tinguished services  to  the  country,  and  no  one 
was  more  sensible  of  the  importance  of  the  ser- 
vices rendered  by  Colonel  Laurens ;  but  he  wished, 
before  he  was  called  upon  to  vote  on  this  subject, 
to  know  to  whom  the  money  was  due,  and  who 
had  a  legal  claim  to  it — suppose,  by  a  contract 
with  his  wife,  that  Henderson  had  been  prohiw- 
ted  from  receiving  the  amount  of  this  claim — 
unjjer  such  circumstances,  how  could  he  transfer 
a  right  to  his  son,  which  he  did  not  himself  pos- 
sess ?  If  it  were  paid  to  the  son,  in  such  a  case, 
Congress  might  be  called  upon,  by  the  wife  of 
Henderson,  to  pay  it  again.  These  reasons,  Mr. 
L.  said,  would  induce  him  to  vote  for  postpone- 
ment, reserving  it  to  the  justice  of  the  country  to 
recognise  the  claim,  when  it  came  forward  in  a 
less  dubious  shape. 

Mr.  Lanman  made  some  inquiry  as  to  the  items 
in  Colonel  Laurens's  account,  which  had  been 
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allowed  by  the  Government ;  in  answer  to  which, 
Mr.  Barbour  furnished  the  information  required. 

Mr.  Edwards,  of  Illinois,  believed  that  nothing 
less  than  an  absolute  divorce  could  deprive  Mr. 
Henderson,  the  father,  of  the  right  to  receive  this 
claim.  As  no  divorce  had  taken  place,  he  surely 
retained  that  right;  and,  if  so,  he  could  transfer 
it  to  his  son.  If  nothing  more  than  a  separation, 
without  a  divorce,  had  taken  place,  it  did  not  viti- 
ate the  right  of  Mr.  Henderson;  and,  as  he  had 
assented  to  the  grant  being  made  in  favor  of  his 
son,  there  was  no  doubt  in  his  mind,  Mr.  E.  said, 
that  the  son  of  H-cnderson  had  a  fair  claim. 

Mr.  Barbour  intimated  his  wish,  provided  the 
motion  to  postpone  inde6nitely  were  withdrawn, 
to  propose  an  amendment  to  the  bill,  so  as  to  re- 
quire the  relinquishment  of  all  claims  by  Francis 
Henderson  the  father,  and  Frances  E.  Henderson 
the  mother,  previous  to  the  payment  of  the  mo- 
Bey  to  Francis  Henderson,  junior. 

Mr.  LowRiE  accordingly  withdrew  his  motion 
for  indefinite  postponement,  in  order  to  admit  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  was  in  favor  of 
the  allowance  of  the  claim  ;  for,  he  believed  that 
a  wise  liberality  in  conducting  the  affairs  of  the 
nation,  was  the  most  proper  economy.;  he  would 
not  agree  that  one  dollar  of  this  money  should  go  j 
to  the  husband,  or   to  the  wife,  in  this  case;  but 
he  felt  perfectly  willing  to  give  it  to  the  son,  for  i 
his  own  exclusive  use  and  benefit;  he,  therefore,  ' 
proposed  an  amendment  to  strengthen  the  expres- 
sions    used   in    that    which   was   offered   by    Mr.  | 
Barbour.  | 

Mr.  Edwards,  of  Connecticut,  expressed    his 
reluctance  to  legislate  at  all  on  this  subject,  at  j 
this  time,  and  renewed  the  motion  for  its  indefi-  j 
nite  postponement.  I 

Mr.  Hay.ne  opposed  the  postponement  ;  he  [ 
could  see  no  good  reason  for  refusing  to  act  upon 
the  claim.  There  could  be  no  doubt,  he  thought, 
io  the  raind  of  any  gentleman  present,  that  there 
did  exist  an  equitable  claim  for  the  services  of 
Colonel  Laurens;  he  had  left  a  daughter;  that 
daughter  had  married,  and  her  husband  was  liv- 
ing ;  they  had  a  son.  Now,  either  the  daughter, 
her  husband,  or  her  son,  or  all  of  them  together, 
were  entitled  to  this  money  ;  and  to  one,  or  to  all 
of  them,  it  ought  to  be  paid.  In  the  strict  sense 
of  the  law,  no  one  could  recover  it.  It  was  left 
to  the  equity  of  Congress  to  pay  it ;  and,  which- 
ever of  the  persons  in  question  were  to  receive  it, 
Congress  could  never  be  expected  to  pay  it  a  sec- 
ond lime.  Mr.  H.  thought  the  son  the  most  prop- 
er person  to  receive  it.  There  could  be  no  doubt 
that  the  blood  of  Colonel  Lauren?  flowed  in  his 
reins;  he  was  now  about  twenty-five  years  of 
age,  and  just  entering  upon  a  professional  life.  In 
the  morning  of  his  days,  ihis  money  would  be  of 
the  utmost  importance  to  him. 

Mr.  Chandler  believed  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  was  mistaken,  when  he  said  that 
no  man  doubted  the  ju.>ilce  of  this  claim— he,  for 
one,  did  not  believe  this  money  to  be  due— he  be- 
lieved that  Colonel  Laurens  had  received  all  the 
pay  he  had  expected,  or  wished,  from  the  Gov- 


ernment— and  there  had  not  been  sufficient  evi- 
dence produced  to  convince  him  that  this  debt 
was  dpe.  He  should,  therefore,  feel  compelled  to 
vote  against  it.  He  had  no  doubt  that  Colonel 
Laurens  had  rendered  very  essential  services  to 
the  country;  nor  did  he  wish  to  diminish  their 
importance — but  he  did  not  believe  the  present 
claim  to  be  founded  in  justice. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kelly,  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

AMENDMENTS  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

Mr.  Bento.n,  from  the  Select  Committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  several  resolutions  pro- 
posing amendments  to  the  Constitution,  in  regard 
to  the  election  of  President  and  Vice  President, 
reported  the  following  resolutions;  which  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  : 

**  Besolced,  ^c,  That  the  following  amendment  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  Slates  be  propo«t*d  to 
the  Legislatures  of  the  aever.il  States;  which,  when 
ratified  by  the  L«gislatures  of  three-fourths  of  the 
States,  shall  be  a  part  of  the  said  Constitution  : 

"  For  the  purpose  of  choosing  Representatives  in 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  each  State  shall, 
by  iu  Legislature,  be  divided  into  a  number  of  dis- 
tricts, equal  to  the  number  of  Kepresentatives  to 
which  such  State  may  be  entitled.  I'hese  dislncts 
shall  be  formed  of  contiguous  terntory,  and  contain, 
as  nearly  as  may  be,  an  equal  number  of  persona  en- 
titled by  the  Constitution  to  be  represented.  In  each 
of  these  districts,  the  persons  qualified  to  vote  for  the 
most  numerous  branch  of  the  State  LegisUlure,  shall 
choose  one  Representative. 

"  For  the  purpose  of  choosing  Electors  of  Presi- 
dent and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  each 
State  shall,  by  its  Legislature,  be  divided  into  a  num- 
ber of  districts,  equal  to  the  whole  number  df  Sena- 
tors and  Representatives  to  which  such  State  may  be 
entitled  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States;  which 
districts  shall  be  formed  of  contiguous  territory,  and 
contain,  as  nearly  as  may  be,  an  equal  number  of 
persons  entitled  by  the  Constitution  to  be  represented. 
'J'be  persons  qualified  to  vote  for  the  most  numerous 
branch  of  the  State  Legislature,  in  each  of  these  dis- 
tricts, shall  choose  one  Elector. 

"  The  Electors,  when  convened  on  the  day  and  at 
the  place  prescribed  by  law  for  the  purpose  of  voting 
for  President  and  Vice  President,  shall  have  power, 
in  rase  any  of  them  shall  fail  to  attend  before  noon  of 
such  day,  to  choose  an  Elector  ur  Electors  in  place  of 
him  or  them  so  failing  to  attend. 

"  The  division  of  States  into  districu.  as  hereby 
provided  for,  shall  take  place  immediately  after  this 
amendment  fball  have  been  adopted,  and  immediately 
after  every  future  census,  and  apportionment  of  Rep- 
resentatives under  the  same.  And  such  districts  shall 
not  be  altered,  until  another  census  shall  have  been 
taken,  and  an  apportionment  of  Representatives  under 
it,  shall  have  been  made. 

•'  When  the  lists  of  all  persons  voted  for  as  Presi- 
dent and  Vice  President,  and  the  number  of  votes  for 
each,  shall  have  been  signed,  certified,  and  transmit- 
ted, sealed,  to  the  Seat  ol  Govern:nent.  as  required  by 
the  Conbtitution,  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
Kcntalives  shall  form  a  joint  meeting,  in  which  the 
President  of  the  Senate  shall  preside,  who  shall  open 
all  certificates,  and  the  votea  shall  then   be  counted. 
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The  person  having  the  greatest  number  of  votes  for 

President  fhall  be  President,  if  such  number  be  a 
majority  of  the  whole  number  of  Electors  appointed  ; 
and  if  no  person  have  such  majority,  then,  from  the 
highest  numbers,  not  exceeding  three,  ©n  the  list  of 
those  voted  for  as  President,  the  joint  meeting  shall 
immediately,  by  ballot,  choose  the  President.  A  ma- 
jority of  the  votes  of  all  the  members  present  shall 
be  necessary  to  a  choice  on  the  first  ballot,  after  which 
a  plurality  of  votes  only  shall  be  necessary  to  a  choice. 
The  person  having  the  greatest  number  of  votes  as 
Vice  President,  shall  be  the  Vice  President,  if  such 
number  be  a  majority  of  the  whole  number  of  Elect- 
ors appointed.  If  no  person  have  that  majority,  then 
he  shall  be  chosen  by  the  Senate,  as  directed  by  the 
Constitution. 

••  Ketolved,  That  no  person,  having  been  twice 
elected  to  the  office  of  President  of  the  United  States, 
shall  again  be  eligible  to  that  office." 

Mr.  Benton  gave  notice  that  he  should  call  up 
the  preceding  resolutions,  for  consideration,  a 
week  from  the  next  Monday. 


Friday,  January  9. 
Mr.  Lanman  presented  the  petition  of  Samuel 
Peters,  stating,  he  has  become  the  purchaser  of 
the  title  of  the  late  Jonathan  Carver  to  a  tract 
of  land  at  the  Falls  of  St.  Anthony,  granted  to 
him  by  two  Sachems  of  the  Sioux  tribes,  in  the 
year  17G7;  and  praying  authority  to  take  posses- 
sion of  the  same.  The  petition  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  D'WoLP  presented  the  petition  of  David 
Melville,  of  Newport,  Rhode  Lland,  slating  that, 
in  pursuance  of  an  advertisement  of  the  Fifth 
Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  he  offered  projwsals  for 
supplying  the  lighthouse  establishment  of  the 
United  States  with  oil,  and  keeping  the  lamps 
and  apparatus  in  repair,  which  proposals  were 
more  favorable  to  the  Government  than  those  ac- 
cepted, and  praying  such  relief  as  may  appear 
just  and  proper.  The  petition  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Man-  i 
ufactures. 

Mr.  Kelly  presented  the  petition  of  James 
Edington,  of  Alabama,  praying  an  act  may  pass 
to  authorize  his  children  to  enter  at  the  proper 
laud  office  a  section  of  land,  at  the  minimum 
price,  for  reasons  set  forth  iu  the  petition  ;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  commit- 
tee appointed  on  the  subject,  on  the  lOtli  ultimo, 
reported  a  bill  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt; 
which  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  read- 
ing. 

Mr.  Mills  presented  the  petition  of  Ebenezcr 
Oliver,  and  others,  of  Massachusettss,  stating  that, 
conformably  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  "provid- 
ing for  the  indemnification  of  certain  claimants 
of  public  lands,''  they  released  to  the  United 
Slates  their  claims  to  certain  lands  ;  but  that  the 
commissioners  appointed  to  investigate  their  title, 
having  erroneous  information  of  the  laws  of  Geor- 
gia, did  not  award  to  them  the  indemnity  provid- 
ed in  the  act ;  and  praying  to  be  allowed  the  in- 


demnity, or  to  be  reinstated  in  their  title  to  the 
lands  released.  The  petition  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  D'Wolp,  it  was  ordered, 
that  the  petition  of  Samuel  Slater  and  others, 
manufacturers  of  cotton,  in  the  Slate  of  Rhode 
Island,  heretofore  presented,  be  printed  for  the  use 
of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Barton,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  I6th  instant, 
the  petition  of  Joseph  Wood,  reported  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Joseph  Wood,  of  Ohio ;  which  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Van  Buren,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  29th 
ultimo,  the  petition  of  John  Hall,  made  a  report, 
together  with  a  resolution,  that  the  prayer  of  the 
petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

The  bill  (ox  the  relief  of  Joseph  C.  Boyd,  re- 
ported by  the  Committee  on  Claims,  was  taken 
up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  reported  to  the 
Senate,  and  passed  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  lime. 

The  bills  from  the  other  House  for  the  relief  of 
Brintoel  Robbins,  and  for  the  relief  of  VV^iUiam 
Kendall,  were  severally  taken  up  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  reported  without  amendment,  and 
passed  to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion,  the  report  of  the  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  several  resolutions,  pro- 
posing amendments  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  was  recommitted. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 

unfavorable  to  the  petition  of  George  de  Passu, 

was   taken  up  for  consideration.     Mr.   Barton 

:  slated  that  the  report  was  founded  on  the  total 

waul  of  evidence  of  the   petitioner's  title   to  the 

\  tract  of  land  which   he   claims.     The  report  was 

1  agreed  to. 

[  The  resolutiou  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  Ed- 
WARDS,  of  Connecticut,  instructing  an  inquiry 
into  the  expediency  of  publishing,  with  the  index 
to  the  Laws,  a  staleinent  of  the  acts,  parts  of  acts, 
and  joint  resolutions,  of  a  public  nature,  which 
are  limited  in  their  duration,  specifying  the  time 
or  contingency  by  which  their  duration  is  limited  } 
was  again  read,  and  agreed  to.  « 

The  resolutions  reported  yesterday  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  providing  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  committee  of  revision,  to  report  such 
laws  as  expire  previous  to  the  first  of  January, 
in  each  year,  was  again  read,  and  laid  upon  the 
table. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Josiah  Hook,  junior, 
reported  by  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  was 
taken  up,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  The 
bill  provides  for  the  payment  of  §1,165  to  Josiah 
Hook,  junior,  collector  of  the  port  of  Penobscot, 
in  Maine,  as  indemnification  for  a  judgment  ob- 
tained against  him,  for  the  seizure  of  some  cattle, 
within  his  district,  during  the  late  war,  which  he 
had  reason  to  suppose  were  intended  to  be  smug- 
gled for  the  use  of  the  enemy.  Some  observa- 
tions upon  the  ground  and  merits  of  this  claim 
were  made  by  Messrs.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  Eatom 
Van  Bdbbn,  and  Mills.     The  bill  was  then  ze- 


i!l 


103 


Senate. 


HIST.ORY  OF  CONGRESS. 

Nacy  Pension  Fuml. 


104 


105 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


106 


January,  1824. 


ported  to  the  Senate,  and  passed  to  be  engrossed, 
and  read  the  third  time. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  for 
the  relief  of  Jacob  Babbit,  of  Bristol,  Rhode  Isl- 
and, was  taken  up  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
Mr.  Rlggles  explained  the  grounds  of  the  bill. 
It  provides  that  the  interest  of  the  duties  upon  a 
largequantity  of  sugar  destroyed  by  ihegreat  storm 
in  September,  1805,  shall  be  remitted.  The  pay- 
ment of  the  duties  having  been  delayed,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  loss  sustained  by  the  owners,  the 
bill  proposes  to  release  them  from  the  interest  on 
/the  same.  The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate, 
"without  amendment,  and  passed  to  a  third  read- 
ing. 

Mr.  Hayne  gave  notice  that,  on  Wednesday 
next,  he  should  call  up  the  resolutions  proposing 
amendments  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  in  relation  to  the  election  of  President  and 
Vice  President ;  in  order  that  members  who  wish 
to  propose  amendments  to  the  resolutions  may 
have  an  opportunity  to  do  so. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  revive  and  continue  in  force  an 
act,  entitled  "An  act  fixing  the  compensation  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  and  Clerk  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  and  of  the  clerks  em- 
ployed in  their  offices,  and  of  the  Librarian," 
passed  ISth  April,  1818;  and  the  further  consid- 
eration thereof  was  postponed  to  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Seymour  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration  ;  which  was  read  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  be  au- 
thorized to  employ  in  his  office  an  additiunal  engross- 
ing clerk,  daring  the  continuance  of  the  sickness  of 
Samuel  Turner,  junior;  and  that  the  person  so  em- 
ployed shall  be  allowed  and  paid,  out  of  the  contin- 
gent fund  of  the  Senate,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars 
per  day. 

Mr.  Benton,  from  the  Committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  resolution,  introduced  by  Mr. 
DiCKERsoN,  proposing  an  amendment  to  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  as  it  respects  the 
choice  of  Representatives  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  election  of  a  President  and 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  reported  the 
same  with  an  amendment ;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Benton,  from  the  same  committee,  report- 
ed a  resolution  proposing  an  amendment  to  the 
Constitution, of  the  United  Slates,  as  it  respects 
the  election  of  the  President  of  the  United  States ; 
which  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Benton,  the  Committee  to 
whom  were  referred,  on  the  16th  December,  the 
several  resolutions  proposing  amendments  to  the 
Constitution,  was  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  resolutions  which  have  not 
been  reported  on. 

NAVY  PENSION  FUND. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs,  to  the  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  further  extending  the  term  of 
half  pay  pensions  to  the  widows  and  childrei^of 


office 


rs,  seamen,  and  marines,  who  died  in  the 


public  service,  was  taken  up  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  LloyDj  of  Massachusetts  safd,  that  the 
object  proposecT^by  the  bill,  as  it  came  from  the 
House  of  Representatives,  was  to  extend  the  time 
of  certain  pensions  which  had  been  already  granted 
on  the  Navy  Pension  Fund  ;  and  that  the  araeod- 
ment,  reported  by  the  committee,  was  intended  to 
repeal  another  law,  now  in  existence,  in  relation 
to  the  same  fund ;  that,  in  order  to  enable  the 
Senate  to  judge  correctly  whether  it  were  proper 
to  concur  in  the  bill  on  the  table,  or  to  amend 
It  as  proposed  by  the  Committee,  it  might  be  useful 
that  he  should  briefly  advert  to  the  origin  of  the 
fund,  its  present  state  and  situation,  and  the  future 
prospects  which  were  supposed  to  attend  it.  The 
Navy  Pension  Fund  had  lis  date  in  1800.  Prior 
to  that  time,  during  the  Revolutionary  war,  and 
the  early  periods  of  the  Federal  C»overnment,  pen- 
sions had  been  occasionally  granted  to  distin- 
guished and  meritorious  Array  and  Navy  officers, 
but  no  distinct  fund  had  existed  for  the  pay- 
ment of  those  pensions,  prior  to  the  year  1800. 
At  that  time.  Congress  passed  a  law  in  which  the 
prize  money  that  had  accrued  during  the  qxuui 
war  with  France,  in  1708,  and  all  money  that 
should  thereafter  accrue  to  the  United  Slates  from 
the  sale  of  prizes,  should,  forever,  be  appropriated 
as  a  pension  fund,  for  the  purpose  of  providing  for 
those  officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  who  had  been 
disabled  in  the  line  of  their  duty,  and  become  en- 
titled thereto;  and  the  faith  of  the  United  States 
was  expressly  pledged,  if  the  fund  should  be  found 
insufficient  for  this  purpose,  to  make  good  the 
deficiency  from  its  other  sources  of  revenue  ;  but, 
in  case  there  should  be  a  surplus  income  from  the 
fund,  beyond  the  charges  on  it,  that  then  such 
surplus  should  be  applied  to  making  further  pro- 
vision for  the  disabled  officers,  seamen,  and  ma- 
rines, and  for  such  as.  by  a  course  of  long  con- 
tinued and  faithful  <t vices,  might  merit  the 
gratitude  of  their  country. 

This  was  the  origin  of  the  pension  fund,  in 
1800,  but  the  law  of  that  year  no  further  applied 
to  the  cases  now  under  consideration,  than  that 
it  shows  the  commencement  and  object  of  the 
fund  ;  that  it  was  to  be  perpetual  ;•  that  the  faith 
of  the  Government  was  pledged  to  supply  any 
deficiency ;  and  that  part  of  the  original  appro- 
priation constituted  a  part  of  the  existing  fund  at 
the  present  time,  and  carried  along  with  it  all  the 
provisions  of  the  original  law. 

Thus  the  fund  rested  until  after  the  commence- 
ment of  the  late  war  between,  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain,  when,  in  January  1813,  an  act 
was  passed,  providing  that,  if  any  officer  of  the 
Navy  or  marines  should  be  killed,  or  die  by  rea- 
son of  a  wound  received  in  the  line  of  his  duty, 
the  widow  or  child  of  such  officer  should  be  enti- 
tled to  receive  a  pension  for  five  years,  equal  to 
the  half  monthly  pay  of  such  deceased  officer. 
The  next  year,  1814,  the  same  provision  was  ex- 
tended to  seamen  and  marines  ;  the  pensions  un- 
der both  of  these  acts  expired  in  course ;  and,  in 
1818  and  1819,  other  acts  were  passed,  giving  to 
those  who  enjoyed  them  an  extended  term  of  five 


i 


January,  1824. 


Navy  Pension  Fund. 


Senate. 


years,  making  the  pension  for  ten  years  instead  |  and  which  provided  for  a  repeal  of  part  of  the 
of  five ;  they  have  now  again  expired,  or  are  present  system,  remained  to  be  considered.  The 
about  expiring,  and  the  purpose  oi  the  present  '  law  referred  to,  was  that  of  1817,  to  amend  and 
bill  is  to  give  them  an  extended  operation  of  five  :  explain  an  act  for  giving  pensions  to  the  orphans 
years  more,  making  the  term  of  fifteen  years  in-  |  and  widows  of  persons  slain  in  the  public  and 
stead  of  ten,  as  last  provided.  ■  private  armed  vessels  of  the  United  States:  which, 

In  determining  this  question,  the  only  interest-  probably,  originated  under  the  influence  of  one  of 
ing  point  with  regard  to  it  was,  whether  the  in-  those  impulses  of  humanity,  which  do  so  much 
come  of  the  fund  was  sufficient  for  this  charge  honor  to  nations  as  well  as  individuals,  but  which 
upon  it ;  for  if  it  were  not,  as  the  faith  of  the  was  so  broad  and  naked  in  its  provisions,  that. 
Government  was  pledged  to  make  up  any  defi-  \  when  understood — and  a  knowledge  of  it  was 
ciency,  an  inconvenient  claim  might  be  made  now,  he  believed,  fast  extending — as  to  absorb,  if 
upon  its  other  resources.  It  had  been  endeavored,  acted  on  according  to  its  letter,  not  only  any  sur- 
therefore,  to  ascertain  this  with  precision,  and  plus  which  the  fund  might  give,  but  also  to  make 
Mr.  L.  believed  he  could  very  nearly,  if  not  ex-  a  heavy  tax  on  the  public  Treasury.  The  act 
actlv,  show  the  situation  of  the  fund.' even  so  late    provides  that,  if  any  officer,  seaman,  or  marine 

/'     ^  ...1  .  .1  L_l ; .^    .U~    TV- -.r.U„   11^:, „A    C!...(o^     -k-l 


as  the  first  of  the  present  month. 

There  were  then,  as  he  understood,  on 
the  Navy  pension  list,  three  hundred 
and  sixty-hve  male  pensioners,  receiv- 
ing    -------  ^27,282 

Sixty-nine  widows  and  orphans,  of 
whom  there  were,  as  he  believed,  only 
three  children,  receiving     -        -        -      10,130 


belonging  to  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  shall 
die,  (the  expression  gives  a  prospective  operation, 
and  the  law  is  unlimited  as  to  duration,)  or  shall 
have  died,  since  1812,  in  consequence  of  disease 
contracted,  or  of  casualties,  or  of  injuries,  received 
while  in  the  line  of  his  duly — his  widow  or  child 
shall  be  entitled  to  a  haf  montiily  pension  for  five 
years;  and  under  the  wording  of  this  act,  it  is 

!  contend^d-t,hat,  admitting  men  are  received  into 

S37,412    service  in  g^od  health,  scarcely  a  death  can  occur, 

but  what  iiiay  be  traced  or  attributed  to  some  dis- 

To  which  might  be  added,  the  salary  of  the  ease,  casualty,  or  injury,  received  in  the  course  of 
secretary  of  the  fund,  and  some  contingent  ex-  his  duty;  and  the  marine,  perhaps  a  loose  or  itin- 
penses,  probably  making  the  aggregate  disburse-  \  erant  member  of  society,  who  enlisted  yesterday, 
ment  for  the  past  year,  amount  to  §38,000.  I  if  killed  last  night,  while  on  duty  as  a  seatiiiel 

Against  this  was  to  be  nlaced  the  income  of  round  the  Capitol,  by  the  fall  of  a  tile  from  its 
the  fund,  which  consisted  of^ $781,411,  invested  in  roof,  or  who,  from  patroling  its  damp  arcades, 
the  most  secure  fund  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  the  caught  a  catarrhal  affection,  producing  consump- 
funded  debt  of  the  United  Slates — which  gave  an  lion  and  terminating  in  death — the  seamen  who 
interest  this  year  of  S45,934.  died  in  the  Congress  frigate  off  Manilla,  or  at  the 

Ninety-nine  thousand  five  hundred  and  two  dol-  I  Havana,  those  who  were  sufferers  under  Captain 
lars,  most  unfortunately  invested  in  the  stock  of  Spence  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  and  the  victims  to 
one  of  the  local  banks,  which,  for  the  last  six  !  the  epidemic  at  Thompson's  Island  the  last  Sum- 
months,  gave  no  dividend,  and  probably  would  mer,  are  all  of  them  entitled  to  give  to  their 
not,  for  a  considerable  lime  to  come;  and,  on  widows,  or  children,  if  they  have  them,  a  right  to 
which  investment,  if  the  stock  were  now  sold,  a  the  claim  of  a  pension  or  half  monthly  allowance 
los-s  would  be  sustained  by  the  fund,  of  S70,000.  ;  of  five  years,  under  the  present  act.  This,  he 
And  !B20,000  of  other  bank  stock,  of  belter  credit,  i. would  observe,  is  not  an  idle  apprehension;  cases 
in  the  District,  which  he  would  estimate  as  yield-  have  occurred  under  it,  and  are  increasing,  while 
ing,  annually,  a  full  rate  interest  of  six  per  cent,  the  commissioners,  unwilling  to  admit  a  construc- 
per  annum  ;  thus  giving^  as  the  gross  product  of  lion  which  they  do  not  believe  was  ever  contem- 
the  fund,  about  §48,000— and  leaving  a  balance  j  plated,  are  still  precluded  by  the  letter  of  the  law, 
in  favor  thereof,  of  810,000.  |  frdm  decisively  rejecting  the  claims  which  have 

This,  Mr.  L.  said,  was  a  cheering  view  of  ihe  i  already  arisen,   and   which   cannot   but   rapidly 
subject,  ihe  unfortunate  investment  notwithsiand-  |  multiply. 

ing;  and,  recollecting  that  the  fund  has  been  crea-        It  never  was,  nor  could  have  been,  in  the  con- 
ted  by  the  gallant  enterprise  of  those  whose  de-    templalion  of  the  Government  to  give  to  every 
scendants  enjoyed  it,  that  it  was  abundant  for  the    common  §eaman  or  marine,  who,  in  time  of  peace, 
purpose,  and  the  pensioners  to  whom  it  was  to  be  j  migiit  die  by  disease  contracted,  or  casualty  oc- 
given  had  been  selected  heretofore  as  being  worthy    curriiig  in  the  course  of  his  duty,  a  right,  after  a 
of  the  patronage,  and  entitled  to  the  gratitude  of  1  day  or  month's  service,  to  place  his  widow  or  his 
their  country,  as  the  representatives  of  those  who  '  child  on  the  pension  list  for  five  years;  it  was  a 
had   noblv  offered  up  their  lives  on  the  altar  of    perversion  of  the  pension  act,  although  the  literal 
patriotism,  and  had  splendidly  illustrated  the  na-  !  construction  was  a  correct  one,  as  he  understood, 
val  character  of  their  country,  in  every  quarter  of  j  in  the  opinion  of  the  commissioners,  as  well  as 
the  globe,  there  could  be  no  hesitancy  in  giving  \  others;  and  to  prevent  the  extension  of  this  evil, 
the  extended  term  proj>osed,  and  in  concurring  I  after  most  scrupulously  guarding  the  rights  of  all 
with  the  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  j  those  who  had  received  pensions,  and  of  all  those 
-which  the  Committee  unanimously  recommended,    also  who  might,  bv  possibility,  be  entitled  to  them 
The  section  proposed  to  be  added  to  the  bill.  '  up  to  the  date  of  the  repeal  of  the  act,  the  amend- 


1 


107 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


108 


t 


r 
1 


Senate. 


Proceedings. 


Jancaby,  1824. 


ment  now  offered  was  recommended,  and  in  this 
recommendation  the  committee  were  also  unani- 
mous. The  effect  of  it,  if  adopted,  would  be,  to 
restore  the  pension  fund  to  its  original  and  legiti- 
mate uses;  one  of  which,  and  perhaps  the  most 
important,  was  to  excite  to  deeds  of  noble  daring, 
and  chivalrous  achievement,  the  officers  and  sea- 
men of  our  country,  by  the  assurance  which  was 
?;iven  them  that,  if  superannuated  after  long  and 
aithful  services,  or  if  disabled,  they  would  re- 
ceive succor  from  their  Government;  or  if  slain, 
or  dying  from  honorable  wounds,  that  their  wid- 
ows and  orphans  should  receive  support,  at  least 
for  a  term  of  five  years,  from  the  proceeds  of  a 
fund,  which  ought  sacredly  to  be  preserved  for 
these  most  useful  purposes;  leaving  new  or  indi- 
vidual cases  which  may  occur  hereafter,  to  be 
provided  for  according  to  their  merits. 

These,  Mr.  Lloyd  said,  were  the  views  which 
influenced  the  Committee,  and  which  he  had 
thought  it  respectful  to  the  Senate  to  commu- 
nicate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  who 
also  offered  some  remarks  on  the  subject,  tne  fur- 
ther consideration  di  the  bill  wa?  postponed  to 
Monday  next.  * 

—   y 
Monday,  January  12, 

The  President  communicated  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting  a  report 
of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  in 
obedience  to  the  act  for  the  better  government  of 
the  Navy  of  the  United  States  ;  and  the  letter 
and  report  were  read. 

Th^  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a  report 
of  the  Postmaster  General,  communicating  in 
obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  of  the 
29th  December,  all  the  information  in  his  posses- 
sion as  to  the  condition  of  the  National  road, 
commencing  in  Madisonville,  in  the  State  of 
Louisiana,  and  terminating  in  Florence,  on  the 
Tennessee  river,  and  as  to  the  expediency  of  trans- 
porting the  mails  to  and  from  New  Orleans  on 
the  said  route;  and  the  report  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads, 

Mr.  Smith  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  pray- 
ing the  passage  of  an  act  establishing  an  uniform 
system  of  bankruptcy.  The  memorial  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Barbour  presented  the  memorial  of  Thos. 
Maybury,  and  others,  of  Botetourt  county,  in  Vir- 
ginia, praying  an  additional  duly  on  foreign  iron 
imported,  and  on  certain  manufactures  thereof. 

Mr.  Findlay  presented  the  memorial  of  Robert 
Jenkins,  and  others,  praying  an  additional  duty 
on  foreign  iron  imported,  and  on  certain  manu- 
factures thereof. 

Mr.  DicKERSON  presented  the  memorial  of  John 
Moore,  and  others  ;  the  memorial  of  Charles  Bo- 
ker,  and  others;  and  the  memorial  of  Abrara 
Sharpies,  and  others;  severally  praying  an  addi- 
tional duly  on  foreign  iron  imported,  a'nd  on  cer- 
tain manufactures  thereof. 


The  five  last  mentioned  memorials  were  read, 
and  severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
i  merce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Barbour  presented  the  petition  of  persons 
claiming  indemnification  for  property  captured  by 
the  French,  previous  to  the  year  1800 — their  claim 
having  been  abandoned  by  this  Government  in 
the  convention  with  France. 

Mr.  Smith  presented  a  petition  of  a  similar  na- 
ture, and  moved  their  reference  to  a  select  com- 
mittee of  the  Senate.  This  motion  gave  rise  to 
some  debate,  as  to  the  propriety  of  raising  a  select 
committee,  or  referring  them  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations,  (the  latter  course  being  sug- 
gested by  Mr.  King,  of  New  York,)  in  which 
Messrs.  Smith,  Barbour,  King  of  New  York, 
Lanman,  Lowrie  of  Maryland,  and  Lloyd  of 
Massachusetts,  engaged.  The  great  amount  of 
these  claims,  and  the  general  importance  of  the 
subject,  was  urged  as  a  reason  for  raising  a  spe- 
cial committee.  The  motion,  however,  was  lost ; 
and  the  petitions  were  referred  It)  the  Committee 
on  Foieign  Relations. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  presented  the 
rocmoiial  of  Paul  Gardener  and  Sons,  and  others; 
the  memorial  jf  William  Pearce,  and  others,  mer- 
chant^  of  Gloucester,  Massachusetts ;  the  memo- 
rial of  Joseph  Peabody,  and  others,  merchants  of 
Salem ;  vind  the  memorial  of  P.  C.  Brooks,  and 
others,  merchants  and  underwriters  of  Boston, 
severally  praying  indemnification  for  depredations 
committed  by  the  public  and  private  armed  ves- 
sels of  France,  from  the  year  1793  to  1800  ;  and 
the  memorials  were  read,  and  respectively  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  Hol.me!^,  of  Maine,  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  James  Miller,  and  Robert  Miller,  of  Bel- 
fast, Maine  ;  the  memorial  of  James  Perkins  and 
Sons,  of  Kennebunk  ;  the  memorial  of  Joseph 
Emerson,  and  others,  of  Scarborough  ;  tiie  me- 
morial of  Woodbury  Storer,  and  others;  the  me- 
morial of  Otis  Little,  and  others,  of  Casline;  and 
the  memorial  of  John  Crosby,  severally  praying 
indemnification  for  the  seizure  and  condemnation 
of  their  property,  from  the  year  1793  to  ISOO,  un- 
der the  authority  of  the  Government  of  France. 
The  memorials  were  rtad,  and  severally  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  Lanman  presented  the  memorial  of  Justice 
Riley,  of  Wethersfield,  Connecticut;  the  memo- 
rial of  John  Caldwell,  and  others,  merchants  and 
underwriters,  of  Hartford  ;  and  the  memorial  of 
Jabez  Huntington,  and  others,  merchants,  of  Nor- 
wich; severally  praying  indemnification  for  the 
seizure  and  condemnation  of  their  property,  from 
the  year  1793  to  1800,  under  the  authority  of  the 
French  Government.  The  memorials  were  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions. 

Mr.  Van  Buren  presented  the  memorial  of 
Frederick  De  Peyster  and  Company,  and  others, 
merchants  and  underwriters,  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  prating  indemnification  for  the  illegal 
seizure  and  condemnation  of  their  property,  from 
the  year  1793  to  1800,  under  the  authority  of  the 
French  Government.     The  memorial  was  read, 
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and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 1  the  support  of  Government,  during  the  year  1824 ; 
tions.  .  !  which  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Knight  presented  the  memorial  of  Rich-  :  Mr.  Barton,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
ard  Jackson,  and  others,  merchants  and  under-  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  23d  Decem- 
writers,  of  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  praying  an  1  ber,  the  petition  of  Taylor  Berry,  reported  a  bill 
indemnity  for  depredations  committed  under  the  I  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Firman 
authority'of  the  Government  of  France,  from  the  I  Le  Sieur ;  which  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
year  1793  to  1800.  The  memorial  was  read,  and  j  second  reading, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations.  '      Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  from  the  Committee  on 

Mr.  Edwards,  of  Connecticut,  presented  the  ;  Public  Lands,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred 
memorial  of  James  Goodrich,  and  others,  praying  I  on  the  30th  December,  reported  a  bill,  grantmg  to 
indemnification  for  the  illegal  seizure  and  con-  I  the  State  of  Alabama  the  right  of  pre-emption  to 
deranation  of  their  property,  from  the  year  1793  ,  certain  quarter  sections  of  land  ;  which  was  read, 
to  1800,  under  the  authority  of  the  Government  ,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading, 
of  France.  The  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  \  The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  C.  Boyd  was 
to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations.  read  a  third  time,  the  title  amended,  and  the  bill 

Mr.  Hayne  presented  the  petition  of  Banister    passed. 
Jones,  praying  to  be  released  from  his  responsi-  j      The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Josiah  Hook,  jr.,  was 
bility,  as  surety,  under  a  contract  first  entered  into    read  a  time,  and  passed. 

by  Elias   Earle,   and   afterwards   transferred   to  i      The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jacob 
Adam  Carruth,  for  supplying  the  United  States    Babbit"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed, 
with  a  quantity  of  small  arms.     The  petition  was        The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Brint- 
read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military    nel  Bobbins"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed 


Affairs. 

Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  presented  the  petition 
of  Obadiah  Jones,  receiver  of  public  moneys  at 
Huntsville,  Alabama,  praying  to  be  exonerated 
from  the  payment  of  a  sum  of  money,  belonging 
to  the  United  States,  of  which  he  was  roboed. 
The  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims. 


The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam Kendall"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ruggleb,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  unfavorable  to  the  petition  of  Charles  B. 
Davis.  This  petitioner  claims  remuneration  for 
the  loss  of  furniture  destroyed  by  the  enemy  at 
Washington.     He  states  that  he  was  a  messenger 


Mr.  Barton  presente/1  the  petition  of  Thomas    in  the  service  of  the  Treasury  Department;  that  a 


F.  Riddick,  staling  thaf<  he  has  been  deprived  of 
the  possession  of  a  track  of  land  in  Missouri,  of 
which  he  is  proprietor,  by  reason  of  certain  trea 


cart  and  wagon  had  been  prepared  for  the  removal 
of  his  furniture,  but  that  they  were  impressed  into 
the  public  service,  and  his  property  thereby  de- 


ties  wiih   Indians,  fixing  their  boundaries;   and  I  stroyed.     Messrs.  Eaton,  Johnson,  of  Kentucky, 

'■        ■  and   Lanman,   opposed   the  report,   and  Messrs. 

Ruggles  and  Chandler,  supported  it.  Amotion, 
by  Mr.  Eaton,  to  reverse  the  report,  was  lost,  and 
the  report  was  agreed  to. 

The  report  of  the  Judiciary  Committee,  unfa- 
vorable to  the  petition  of  John  Hall,  was  taken  up 
for  consideration.      Mr.  Van   Bcren  stated  that 


praying  permission  to  convey  to  the  United  States 
his  right  and  title  to  the  same,  and  in  considera- 
tion thereof  to  be  allowed  to  locate  a  like  quan- 
tity on  any  public  lands  in  the  said  State.  The 
petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance,  to 


whom  was  referred,  on  the  fifth  instant,  the  bill,  I  the  petitioner  was  a  paymaster  in  the  service  of 


entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  distillers 
within  the  county  of  Berks,  in  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania," reported  the  same  without  amendment. 
Mr.  Lanman,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize 
the  Postmaster  General  to  discontinue  the  trans- 
portation of  the  mail  in  certain  cases  ;  which  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Jackson,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  lOih  De- 
cember, the  memorial  of  Thomas  Williamson, 
and  others,  made  a  report,  together  with  a  bill, 
explanatory  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  the  officers,  volunteers,  and  other  persons, 
engaged  in  the  late  campaign  against  the  Semi- 
nole Indians,"  passed  the  4ih  of^May,  1822;  and 
the  report  and  bill  were  read;  and, on  motion,  the 
bill  was  read  the  second  time,  by  unanirnous  con- 
sent, and  the  report  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the 
use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
reported  a  bill  making  a  partial  appropriation  for 


the  United  States  ;  that  he  had  become  a  defaulter 
to  a  considerable  amount,  and  was  now  imprison- 
ed in  the  State  of  Missouri ;  that  the  committee 
could  see  no  particular  reasons  for  extending  re- 
lief in  this  case;  and,  as  the  subject  was  now 
within  the  power  of  the  Executive,  were  of  opin- 
ion that  it  was  unnecessary  for  Congress  to  act 
upon  this  subject.  The  report  was  then  agreed  to. 
The  bill  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Wood,  of  Ohio, 
was  read  the  second  time. 

The  resolution  proposing  an  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  as  it  respects 
the  election  of  President  of  the  United  States,  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  resolution  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the 
Senate  to  employ  an  additional  clerk,  during  the 
indisposition  of  Samuel  Turner,  jun.,  was  read 
the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  from  the  House 
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of  Representatives,  further  extending  the  term  of 
half-pay  pensions  to  the  widows  and  children  of 
ofl&cers,  seamen,  and  mailnes,  who  died  in  the  pub- 
lic service,  with  the  amendment  proposed  thereto 
by  the  Naval  Committee  of  the  Senate.  The 
amendment  was  agreed  to,  the  bill  reported  to 
the  Senate,  and  passed,  as  amended,  to  a  third 
reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  pro- 
posing an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  as  it  respects  the  choice  of  Repre- 
sentatives in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
together  with  the  amendment  reported  thereto; 
and  it  was  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of 
the  day  for,  Wednesday  next. 

The  bill,  which  originated  in  the  Senate,  to  re- 
vive and  continue  in  force  an  act  providing  com- 
pensation for  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  for  other 
purjj<)ses,  was  taken  up  for  consideration.  On 
motion  of  Mr.  Eaton,  the  bill  was  amended,  by 
the  substitution  of  a  new  one  for  it;  and,  subse- 


the  widows  and  children  of  officers,  seamen,  and 
marines,  who  died   in  the  public  service,"  having^ 
been  reported  by  the  committee,  correctly  engross- 
ed, the  bill  was  read  a  third  time,  as  amended,  and 
passed. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Van  Blren,  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary,  who  were  instructed  by  a  reso- 
lution of  the  Senate,  of  the  9th  instant,  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  certain  additions  to  the 
index  to  the  laws,  were  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  thereof. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representa- 
tive of  Firman  Le  Sieur  was  read  the  second 
time. 

The  bill  granting  to  the  Stale  of  Alabama  the 
right  of  pre-emption  to  certain  quarter  sections  of 
land  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  Postmaster  General  to 
discontinue  the  transportation  of  the  mail  in  cer- 
tain cases  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Gilbert  ; 
and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  posl- 


quently,  it  was  referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lan-  i  poned  to  Monday  next 
MAN,  to  the  Committee  on   the  Contingent  Ex-        The  bill  from  the  other  House  for  the  relief  of 
penses  of  the  Senate.  certain  distillers  in  the  countv  of  Berks,  in  the 

State  of  Pennsylvania,  was  taken  up.  as  in  Com- 

Tuesday,  January  13.    '  .";il''rn/"ll;^!^'*'°''V  '^*"'  ^'1*  provides  remuner- 

'  -  ation  lor  an  excess  of  excise  duties  on  their  stills, 

The  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a  report  ,  paid  to  the  United  States  by  the  persons  in  whose 
of  the  Secretary  of  \\  ar,  made  in  pursuance  of  a  ;  favor  it  is  draughted,  in  consequence  of  a  miscon- 
resolution  of  the  Senate,  of  the  17th  January,  1821,  siruction  of  the  law,  on  the  part  of  the  supervi- 
in  relation  to  a  military  road  from  Fort  St.  Philip  sor.  Mr.  S.mith  stated  the  object  of  the  bill  It 
to  the  English  Turn.  The  report  was  read,  and  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate  without  amend- 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs.        |  ment,  and  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Parrott  presented  the  memorial  of  a  num-  ,  The  bill  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt,  re- 
ber  ol  merchants  of  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  i  ported  by  a  select  committee  of  the  Senate  was 
praying  indemnity  for  depredations  committed  by  taken  up,' in  course,  and  having  received  an  amend- 
the  public  and  private  armed  vessels  of  France,  ment,  was.  on  motion  of  Mr.  John.son,  of  Ken- 
Irom  the  year  1/93  to  ISOO;  which  was  read,  and  tucky,  postponed  to  Monday  of  the  week  after 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  j  next. 

Mr  Hay.ne  presented  the  memorial  of  a  num-  I  The  bill  making  partial  appropriations  for  the 
ber  of  merchants  and  uriderwriters  of  the  city  of  I  support  of  Government,  during  the  year  1824,  was 
Charleston,  South  Carolina,  praying  indemnity  .-..-.  .-'.■'.' 

for  depredations  on  their  property,  by  the  public 
and  private  armed  vessels  of  France,  during  the 
years  1793  and  1800.  The  memorial  was 'read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions. 

Mr.  FiNDLAY  presented  the  memorial  of  Sam- 
uel Potts,  of  Berks  county,  Pennsylvania,  praying 
an  additional  duty  on  foreign  iron  imported,  and 
on  certain  manufactures  thereof  The  memorial 
was  read-f  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Noble,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  whom  wa^  referred,  on  the  5th  instant,  the  bill 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  Chitwood," 
reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.>BART0N,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  wa^  referred,  on  the  2d  instant, 
the  petition  of  Alexander  A.  White,  made  a  re- 
port, together  with  a  resolution  that  the  prayer  of 
the  petitioner  ought  not  to  he  granted. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
further  extendmg  the  term  of  half-pay  pensions  to 


on  motion  of  Mr.  S.mith,  and.  by  general  consent, 
taken  up  for  consideration,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole.  The  bill  makes  appropriation  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Con- 
gress, and  for  the  officers,  clerks,  and  servants  ol 
both  Houses.  It  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  and 
passed  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  bill  reported  in  the  Senate,  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands,  for  the  relief  of  Joseph 
Wood,  of  Ohio,  was  taken  up  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole.  Mr.  Bartun  stated  that  the  bill 
merely  provided  payment  for  the  .services  of  Mr- 
Wood,  as  receiver  of  public  moneys,  for  a  short" 
time,  during  a  vacancy  of  that  office. 

Mr.  LuwHiE  opposed  the  bill,  on  the  ground  of 
an  unwillingness  to  give  an  officer  double  pay  for 
services  not  great,  and,  in  this  case,  very  little  ad- 
ditional tiouble,  &c. 

Mr.  Rlggle.s  explained,  and  spoke  in  favor  of 
the  bill,  and  it  was  then  reported  to  tiie  Senate 
without  amendmrnt,  and  passed  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  lime. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of 'Massachusetts,  from  the  Com- 
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mittee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  a 
resolution  (introduced  some  time  ago  by  Mr.  Par- 
rott) to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  increasing 
the  number  of  sloops  of  war,  made  a  report  there- 
on, accompanied  by  the  following  bill : 

Be  it  enacted,  Jrc.  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be,  and  be  is  hereby,  authorized  to  cause  to  be 
built,  in  addition  to  the  present  naval  force  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  a  number  of  sloops  of  war,  of  the  first  class, 
not  exceeding  ten,  to  carry  not  less  than  twenty  guns 
each,  of  such  description  and  weight  of  metal  as  the 
President  may  direct,  and  that  the  sum  of  eight  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby,  appropriated  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  out  of 
apy  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

The  bill  had  two  several  readings,  and  the  docu- 
ments accompanying  it  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Wednesday,  January  14. 

Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  appointed  a  Senator 
by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Delaware,  for 
the  term  of  six  years,  commencing  on  the  fourth 
day  of  March  last,  produced  his  credentials,  was 
qualified,  and  he  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  made  in  conformity  to  the 
9th  section  of  an  act,  "to  regulate  and  fix  the 
compensation  of  the  clerks  in  the  different  offices," 
exhibiting  the  names  of  the  clerks  employed  in  the 
Navy  Department,  and  in  the  office  of  Navy 
Commissioners,  during  the  year  1823. 

Mr.  HoL.MES,  of  Maine,  presented  the  petition 
of  Nahuin  Morrill,  and  others,  residing  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  Wells,  in  the  State  of  Maine,  praying  the 
erection  of  a  pier  at  the  entrance  of  that  harbor, 
for  reasons  stated  in  the  petition;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and 
Manufactures. 

•Mr.  LowRiE  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, praying  the  construction  of  an  artificial  har- 
bor, near  the  Capes  of  iWHJelaware,  for  reasons 
stated  at  large  in  the  memorial ;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and 
Manufactures. 

Mr.  Chandler  presented  the  memorial  of  Abiel 
Wood,  and  others,  of  Wiscasset,  in  the  State  of 
Maine,  praying  indemnification  for  the  illegal 
seizure  and  condemnation  of  their  property,  under 
the  authority  of  the  Government  of  France,  from 
the  year  1793  to  1800.  The  memorial  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions. 

Mr.  LowRiE  presented  the  memorial  of  John 
Brooke,  and  others,  of  the  city  and  county  of  Phil- 
adelphia ;  the  memorial  of  Thomas  Phipps,  and 
others;  and  the  memorial  of  John  Innes.  and 
others;  severally  praying  a  revision  of  the  tariff, 
for  the  purpose  of  affording  additional  protection 
to  the  manufactures  of  the  United  States.  The 
memorials  were  read,  and  severally  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  DicKERsoN  presented  the  memorial  of  John 
Clarke,  and  others,  of  Bridgetown,  New  Jersey  ; 
and  the  memorial  of  Lewis  Mulford,  and  others. 


of  Cumberland  county.  New  Jersey;  severally 
praying  an  additional  duty  on  the  importation  of 
foreign  iron,  and  on  certain  manufactures  of  that 
article.  The  memorials  were  read,  and  severally 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Man- 
ufactures. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  extend  the  time  limited 
for  the  settlement  of  private  land  claims  in  the 
Territory  of  Florida;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Garrett  Fountain;"  also  a  bill,  enti- 
tled "An  act  making  a  partial  appropriation  for 
the  year  1824;"  in  which  bills  they  request  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Brown,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  7th  instant, 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  survey- 
ing and  making  a  road  from  Memphis,  in  the 
State  of  Tennessee,  to  Little  Rock,  in  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Arkansas,"  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Barton,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Ce- 
lestin  Moreau,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ce- 
lestin  Moreau, ;  which  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Barton,  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  9th 
instant,  the  petition  of  James  Edington,  were  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  thereof 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Noble,  that  the 
Committee  on  Pensions  be  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  petition  of  Dean  Wey- 
mouth, referred  to  that  committee  on  the  30th  of 
December.  Whereupon,  the  motion  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Parrott  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration  ;  which  was  read  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  continu- 
ing the  pensions  heretofore  granted  by  law  to  the  wid- 
ows and  orphans  of  persons  slain  in  the  private-armed 
vessels  of  the  United  States,  or  who  may  have  died  in 
consequence  of  any  accident  or  casualty  which  occur- 
red on  board  such  vessels  during  the  late  war. 

Mr.  Hayne,  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  the 
whole  subject  embraced  by  the  bill  of  Mr.  Eaton, 
yesterday  referred  to  a  standing  committed  laid 
on  the  table  the  following  resolution  :  \ 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Contingent 
Expenses  of  the  Senate  be  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  providing  for  the  election,  at  stated 
periods,  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  the  principal 
and  engrossing  clerks,  the  Sergeant-at-Arms,  and 
Doorkeeper  of  the  Seaate. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  "An  act  making  a  partial  appropriation 
for  the  year  1824,"  was  twice  read,  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole;  and  having__been  amended,  it  was  re- 
ported to  the  House  accordingly  ;  and  the  amend-' 
ment  being  concurred  in,  it  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed,  and  the  bill  be  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
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eotitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Garrett  Foun- 
tain," was  twice  read  by  unanimous  consent,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 


Thursday,  January  15. 

Thomas  Clayton,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  Slate  of  Delaware,  to  fill  the 
vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Caesar 
A.  Rodney,  produced  his  credentials,  was  quali- 
fied, and  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Kelly  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  praying 
the  right  of  pre-emption  to  a  quarter  section  of 
land  may  be  granted,  in  the  mode  suggested,  to 
each  of  the  counties  therein  mentioned,  for  the 
location  of  their  seats  of  justice.  The  memorial 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pu 
lie  Lands. 

Mr.  Barton  presented  the  petition  of  John  Rush 
and  Samuel  Conway,  of  Missouri,  praying  the 
grant  to  each  of  one  or  more  quarter  sections  of 
land,  in  consideration  of  their  services  during  the 
Revolutionary  war.  The  petition  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  FiNDLAY  presented  the  memorial  of  Wil- 
liam Bowen,  and  others,  praying  an  additional 
duty  on  imported  iron,  and  on  certain  manufac- 
tures of  that  article.  The  memorial  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and 
MSnufactures. 

Mr.  FiNDLAY  presented  the  i)etition  of  Robert 
McBride  and  Stephen  Kerr,  administrators  of 
Andrew-  Mitchell,  stating  that  the  said  Andrew 
Mitchell,  being  a  captain  of  a  volunteer  rifle  com- 
pany, was  called  into  service  during  the  late  war, 
and  thereby  prevented  from  using  a  still,  for  which 
he  had  obtained  a  license,  and  praying  that  the 
sum  paid  for  said  license  may  be  refunded.  The 
petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims. 

Mr.  Branch  presented  the  memorial  of  J.  G. 
Blount  and  others,  merchants  of  Washington, 
North  Carolina,  praying  indemnification  for  the 
illegal  seizure  and  condemnation  of  their  prop- 
erty, under  the  authority  of  the  Government  of 
France,  from  the  year  1793  to  the  year  1800  ;  and 
the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  Branch  presented  the  memorial  of  John 
Hogg  and  others,  merchants  of  Fayetteville,  North 
Carolina,  praying  indemnification  for  the  illegal 
seizure  and  condemnation  of  their  property,  under 
the  authority  of  the  Government  of  France,  from 
the  year  1793  to  the  year  1800.  The  memorial 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Relations. 

Mr.  Elliott  presented  the  petition  of  Samuel 
J.  Axson,  of  Georgia,  praying  compensation  for 
his  services  as  a  surgeon,  in  the  first  regiment  of, 
South  Carolina,  in  which  capacity  he  continued 
to  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  without 
having  received  any  emolument  whatever.  The 
petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs. 

The  bill  entitled  ,''An  act  to  extend  the  time 


limited  for  the  settlement  of  priTtte  land  claims 
in  the  Territory  of  Florida,'  was  twice  read,  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  Coramil- 
tee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act 
making  a  partial  appropriation  for  the  year  1824," 
having  been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly 
engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  amend- 
ed, and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  cer- 
tain distillers  within  the  county  of  Berks,  in  the 
Slate  of  Pennsylvania,"  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Wood, 
of  Ohio.jjt^  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The^^gfossed  bill  making  a  partial  appropria- 
r  the  support  of  Government  for  the  year 

24  Was  read  a  third  time,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Celestin  Moreau,  of 
Louisiana,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  unfa- 
vorable to  the  petition  of  Alexander  A.  White, 
was  taken  up;  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson, of 
Louisiana,  (who  intimated  an  intention  to  oppose 
the  report,)  it  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion 
of  the  14th  insUint  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  continuing  certain  pensions,  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion 
of  the  14th  instant  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  electing,  at  stated  periods,  the  Secretary  and 
other  officers  of  the  Senate;  which  was  amend- 
ed, and  agreed  to.  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committtee  on  the  Contingent 
Expenses  of  the  Senate  be  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  pro>iding  for  the  election,  at  stated 
periods,  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  the  principal 
and  engrossing  clerks,  the  Sergeant-al-Arms,  and  Door- 
keeper, and  Aauistant  Doorkeeper,  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  report  of  the  select  committee,  on  the  sev- 
eral amendonents  proposed  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States. 

This  rep^t  proposed  a  substitute  for  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  Mr.  Dickerson. 

Mr.  Benton  now  submitted  an  amendment  pro- 
posing, as  a  substitute,  the  proposition  offered  by 
him  on  the  9th  instant,  to  the  Constitution  ;  and 
then  moved  that  the  subject  be  postponed  to  Wed- 
nesday next ;  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  reported 
by  the  committee,  proposing  an  amendment  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  as  it  re- 
spects the  election  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States;  and,  on  motion,  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of 
the  day  for,  Wednesday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  explanatory  of  an  act,  entitled 
"  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  officers,  volunteers, 
and  other  persons,  engaged  in  the  late  campaign 
against  the  Seminole  Indians,'"  passed  the  fourth 
day^of  May,  1822  ;  and  on  motion,  it  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 
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The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  resolution  to  authorize  the  Secretary 
of  the  Senate  to  employ  an  additional  engrossing 
clerk,  during  the  continuance  of  the  indisposition 
of  Samuel  Turner,  junior;  and  it  was  referred, 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Contingent  Expenses  of 
the  Senate. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  Chitwood  was 
taken  up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  after 
some  explanatory  remarks  in  its  favor  by  Mr. 
Noble,  it  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Eaton,  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of 
F'irman  Le  Sieur  was  taken  up,  and  after  some 
explanation  of  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  by 
Mr.  Barton,  and  some  discussion  of  the  merits 
of  the  claim,  by  Messrs.  Chandler,  S.mith,  Ben- 
ton, LowRiE,  Kino,  of  New  York,  Eaton,  and 
Hayne,  the  bill  was  laid  over  to  Monday. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing motion  for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  report 
to  the  Senate  what  progress  has  been  made  in  pre- 
paring the  maps  directed  to  be  made  and  laid  before 
the  Senate,  by  their  resolution  of  the  28lh  day  of 
February  last ;  and  in  case  the  maps  are  not  completed, 
whether  additional  assistance  be  requisite  to  enable 
the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  to  com- 
plete the  same. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  for  consideration,  which  was 
read  : 

Resolved,  That  there  be  added  to  the  rules  of  the 
Senate  the  following: 

The  presiding  officer  of  the  Senate  shall  examine 
and  correct  the  Journals,  before  they  are  read,  and 
shall  have  the  regulation  of  such  parts  of  the  Capitol, 
and  of  its  passages,  as  are  or  may  be  B«;t  apart  for  the 
use  of  the  Senate  and  its  officers. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Ruggles,  David  Cooper  had 
leave  to  withdraw  the  documents  in  support  of 
his  claim,  presented  at  the  last  session. 

The  bill  granting  to  the  Slate  of  Alabama  the 
right  of  pre-emption  to  a  quarter  section  of  land 
in  each  of  three  or  four  counties  of  that'  State, 
was  taken  up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  and  Mr.  Kelly,  ex- 
plained severally  the  grounds  on  which  the  Slate 
asked  this  pre-emption,  and  the  expediency  of 
granting  it,  both  as  relates  to  the  interests  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  convenience  of  the  people 
of  the  State;  and  Mr.  Brown  subjoined  some 
remarks  on  the  subject,  favorable  to  the  object  of 
the  bill.  The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the 
Senate,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

ROAD  FROM  MEMPHIS  TO  LITTLE  ROCK. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  authorize  the 
surveying  and  making  a  road  from  Memphis,  in 
the  State  of  Tennessee,  to  Little  Rock,  in  the 
Territory  of  Arkansas,  and  making  an  appropria- 
tion of  SI 5.000  therefor. 

Mr.  Brown  made  some  remarks  on  the  expedi- 
ency of  authorizing  this  connecting  link  between 


the  old  States  and  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  the 
convenience  of  it  to  the  people,  and  its  value  to 
the  public  interests,  dec. 

Mr.  Kelly  described  the  country  through  which 
the  road  would  probably  pass,  the  facilities  or  dif- 
ficulties which  would  be  found  in  making  it;  its 
advantages,  dec. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  wished  the  bill  to  be 
laid  on  the  table.  There  was  not  before  the  Se- 
nate sufficient  information  at  present,  to  authorize 
its  acting  on  the  subject ;  there  was  a  want  of 
particularity  as  to  the  probable  cost  of  the  road, 
Its  length,  advantages,  dtc,  which  ought  to  be  had 
before  the  Senate  passed  this  bill.  It  was  prob- 
able, moreover,  that  the  question  as  to  the  con- 
struction of  roads  by  the  Government,  would  soon 
come  before  the  Senate  in  a  more  enlarged  and 
general  form,  which  it  was  proper  to  consider 
first,  and  decide,  whether  it  was  expedient  for  this 
nation  to  commence  the  system  of  internal  im- 
provement, and  the  employment  of  the  public 
treasure  in  the  construction  of  roads,  dec.  Mr.  K. 
made  a  number  of  remarks  on  the  subject,  indis- 
tinctly heard,  but  understood  to  indicate  that  he 
was  opposed  to  the  application  of  the  resources  of 
the  Union  to  the  purpose  of  making  roads,  &c. 
He  concluded  by  moving  that  the  bill  be  laid  on 
the  table  for  the  present;  which  motion  pre- 
vailed— ayes  22. 

TRANSPORTATION  OF  THE  MAIL. 

The  Senate  took  up,  in  ^Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  authorizing  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral to  discontinue,  at  his  discretion,  the  transpor- 
tation of  the  mail  on  any  post  routes  where  the 

net  proceeds  of  such  route  shall  not  exceed 

per  centum  of  the  expenses  thereon. 

Mr.  Lanman  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  one- 
third. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  opposed  the  bill  at 
some  length,  chiefly  on  the  ground  of  its  total  in- 
expediency, and  particularly  of  the  hardness  of  its 
operation  on  Louisiana,  and  other  parts  of  the 
Union  thinly  inhabited,  where  the  transportation 
of  the  mail  was  expensive,  in  consequence  of 
wide  water  courses,  dec,  and  where  they  would 
scarcely  have  a  mail  at  all,  if  the  bill  passed.  He 
dissented,  also,  from  the  propriety  of  giving  to  the 
Postmaster  General  a  power  so  great,  and'affecting 
so  seriously  the  convenience  of  the  people  of  all 
the  new  Stales.  He  should  disapprove  of  the  bill 
in  any  shape,  but  especially  with  the  blank  filled 
as  proposed,  as,  with  such  a  limitation,  it  would 
deprive  Louisiana  of  many  of  her  post  routes,  al- 
though a  single  city  in  that  State  yielded  probably 
revenue  enough  from  postages  to  pay  for  trans- 
porting all  the  mails  of  the  Stale. 

The  bill  was  also  opposed  by  Mr.  Holmes,  of 
Maine,  and  Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  on  grounds 
similar  to  those  of  Mr.  J.;  they  thinking  that  a 
general  law  on  the  subject  would  operate  with 
unjust  severity  on  certain  sections  of  the  country; 
and  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  the  bill,  Mr. 
K.  moved  its  indefinite  postponement. 

Mr.  Barbour  opp)osed  the  bill  on  principle,  it 
being,  as  he  contended,  at  war  with  the  duty  of 
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the  Government  and  the  highest  interest  of  a  Re- 
public— th6  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  the 
people.  The  small  expense,  he  argued,  ought  not 
to  be  considered  in  comparison  with  such  an  ob- 
ject ;  and  if  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  economy 
that  the  measure  was  introduced,  he  thought  the 
pepper-corn  which  would  be  saved  by  it  was  not 
worth  gaining  in  this  way — if  retrenchment  was 
necessary  it  should  be  resorted  to  in  the  great 
branches  of  expenditure,  the  military  and  naval 
establishments,  &c.,  not  by  curtailing  the  diffusion 
of  information  amongst  the  people  bt^ause  they 
were  remote  or  thinly  settled,  dec. 

Mr.  Lanman  replied  and  justified  the  expedi- 
ency of  the  bill,  on  the  ground  of  the  necessity 
which  existed  for  economising  the  revenue  of  the 
Post  Office  Department,  the  expenditure  of  which 
was,  in  consequence  of  the  existence  of  so  many 
unproductive  post  routes,  greater  than  its  receipts. 
He  admitted  the  great  importance  and  value  of 
diffusing  information  among  all  the  citizens  of  the 
Republic,  but  this  was  a  privilege  which  might 
be  paid  for  too  dearly,  and  he  thought  the  measure 
would  be  expedient.  He  moved,  instead  of  the 
indefinite  postponement,  that  the  bill  be  laid  on 
the  table  ;  which  was  carried. 


FRinAY,  January  16. 

Mr.  Edwards,  of  Connecticut,  presented  the 
memorial  of  a  nfimber  of  manufacturers,  mechan- 
ics, and  friends  of  national  industry,  of  the  State 
of  Connecticut,  praying  the  revision  of  the  tariff, 
an  additional  duty  onVoollens,  tine  cottons,  and 
iron,  and  a  duty  on  sales  at  auction.  The  me- 
morial was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  FiNDLAY  presented  the  memorial  of  Wil- 
liam J.  Young,  and  others,  of  the  city  and  county 
of  Philadelphia,  praying  additional  protection  to 
the  m^ufactures  of  the  United  States.  The  me- 
morial was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  DicKERsoN  presented  the  memorial  of  Jo- 
seph Jackson,  and  others,  of  Morris  county,  New 
Jersey ;  the  memorial  of  Peter  Van  Home,  and 
others  ;  the  memorial  of  Lewis  Baker,  and  others  ; 
the  memorial  of  Henry  Mooney,  and  others  ;  the 
memorial  of  John  C.  Doughty,  and  others;  the 
memorial  of  William  Patterson,  and  others ;  the 
memorial  of  James  Quinbv,  and  others;  the  me- 
morial of  Thomas  Harris,  and  others ;  the  me- 
morial ot  William  Hunt,  and  others;  the  memo- 
rial of  Ephraim  Adams,  and  others  ;  the  memo- 
rial ot  Henry  Harrison,  and  others;  also,  the  me- 
morial of  William  Gordon,  and  others  ;  severally 
praying  additional  specific  duties  on  the  articles 
therein  enumerated,  for  the  protection  of  the  man- 
ufactures of  ihe  United  States.  The  memorials 
were  read,  and  severally  referred  to  the  Commit- 
'ij*"  J-^^n^fn^Tce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr  Lloyd  of  Maryland,  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  Samuel  G.  Kennard,  and  others,  merchants 
ot  Chestertown,  Maryland,   praying  indemnitica- 
lon  for  the  illegal  seizure  and  condemnation  cf 
their  property,  under  the  authority  of  the  Gov- 


ernment of  France,  from  1793  to  the  year  1800. 
The  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  presented  the  pe- 
tition of  Calvin  Smith,  praying  the  confirmation 
of  his  title  to  a  tract  of  land  in  the  State  of  Mis- 
sissippi, containing  thirteen  hundred  and  twenty 
arpens.  The  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Parrott  presented  the  petition  of  Reuben 
Shaplcy,  stating  that  the  schooner  John  and  cargo 
belonging  to  the  petitioner  were  captured  by  His 
Britannic  Majesty's  ship  of  war  Talbot,  in  1815, 
within  the  time  limited  by  the  Treaty  of  Peace 
for  the  restoration  of  captured  vessels;  that  the 
said  vessel  and  cargo  were  lost  on  the  Island  of 
Cuba,  through  the  misconduct  or  negligence  of 
the  captors ;  and  that  he  has  been  unable  to  ob- 
tain indemnity  from  the  British  Government ;  and 
praying  such  relief  as  to  Congre^s  may  seem  meet. 
The  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Maryland,  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  the  Common  Council  of  Alexandria,  pray- 
ing certain  amendments  to  their  charter.     The 

I  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 

I  lee  on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

j      Mr.  Barton,  from   the  Committee  on   Public 

I  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  17th  of 
December,    the  memorial  of  the   Legislature  of 

;  Missouri,  reported  a  bill  for  the  final  adjustment 
of  land  claims  in  the  State  of  Missouri  and  Ter- 
ritory of  Arkan>as,  derived  from  the  Governments 
of  France  and  Spain  ;  which  was  read  and  passed 

,  to  the  second  reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Barton,  the  Connaittee  on 
Public  Lands  were  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  memorial  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  referred  to  the 
committee  on  the  15th  instant. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  '-'An  act  authorizing  the  Coinmis- 

;  sioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  to  purchase  the  seven 
per  cent,  slock  of  the  United  States  in  the  year 
18ii4,"  in  which  bill  they  request  the  concurrence 

;  of  the  Senate. 

I      The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  was 

I  twice  rer.d,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to 

!  the  Coinijiittee  on  Finance. 

I  Mr.  Eaton  submif'ed  the  following  motion  for 
consideration  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Coluniliia  inquire  if  any,  and  what,  amendments,  al- 
terations,  and    improvements,    are    necessary    in  the 

judicial  code  of  said  District. 

Mr.  Williams  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration  : 

Kesolrcd,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  prepare  for  the  Senate  a  list  of  all  pursers 
and  navy  agents  who  are  in  arrears  to  the  United 
States,  and  the  amount  of  such  arrearage  in  each 
case,  and  the  sum  which  is  likely  to  be  lost  ultimately 
by  the  Government. 

The  bill  granting  to  the  State  of  Alabama  the 
right  of  pre-emption  to  certain  quarter  sections  of 
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land  having  been  reported  by  the  committee,  cor- 1 
rectly  engrossed,  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed.  \ 

THE  RIGHT  OF  PRE-E.MPTION. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Public   Lands  unfa-  i 
vorable  to  the  petition  of  Colonel  Alexander  A.  j 
White,  who  petitioned  Congress  to  grant  him  the 
right  of  pre-emption  to  a  small  tract  of  public  land, 
which  he  had  settled,  on  the  west  twink  of  the  ; 
Mississippi  river.  »  i 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  moved  to  reverse  the 
report,  and,  in  support  of  this  motion,  he  explained 
the  nature  of  the  claim,  and  offered  his  views  at 
some  length.  It  appears,  from  his  statement,  and 
from  the  papers  which  he  read,  that  the  petitioner 
was  a  distinguished  officer  of  the  late  war ;  that, 
when  disbanded  in  1815,  being  unable  to  purchase 
lands,  and  not  knowing  that  the  act  of  Congress, 
granting  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  settlers  on 
the  public  lands  in  Louisiana,  had  expired,  he  .set- 
tled on  a  tract  of  land  belonging  to  the  United  ■, 
States,  situated  on  the  Mississippi  river,  in  the 
parish  of  West  Baton  Rouge,  and  had  built  houses, 
drained  lands,  and  made  considerable  improve- 
ments thereon  ;  that  he  had  made  a  public  road, 
and  a  levee,  for  near  three  miles  in  front  of  the 
land,  which  had  reclaimed  a  considerable  |>ortion 
of  tfie  public  lands  from  the  inundation  of  the 
river,  and  added  greatly  to  the  value  of  the  public 
lands  in  the  vicinity.  He  prayed  that  Congress 
would  grant  him  a  donation,  or  pre-emption  right 
to  the  land  in  question. 

Mr.  J.  said,  that  the  committee  had  reported 
against  the  claim,  on  the  ground  that  the  petitioner 
had  settled  in  violation  of  the  act  of  Congress  of 
1807,  proliibitingsettlements  upon  thepublic  lands. 
He  contended,  that  the  act  alluded  to  was  passed 
to  meet  one  or  two  cases  of  extraordinary  char- ; 
acter,  and  not  to  prevent  emigration  to  the  West, 
and   that  Congress  had,  in  numerous  instances,  : 
since  that  act    passed,  granted   the   pre-emption 
right  to  settlers  in  the  new  States  and  Territories  ; 
that  sound  policy  required  that  the  practice  should 
still  be  continued  ;  that  it  shouW  be  the  object  of 
the  Government  to  strengthen  the  most  exposed  ; 
parts  of  the  Union,  by  a  dense  white  population  ;  j 
that  such  a  population  was  particularly  required  : 
in  Louisiana,  toprotect  the  country  against  internal 
commotion  and  external  invasion  ;  and  he  argued 
to  show,  that  such  a  course  would  operate  even 
to  the  advantage  of  the  Government,  in  a  pecuni-  [ 
ary  point  of  view,  as  it  would  add  to  the  value  of  I 
the  public  lands  in  the  neighborhood.     He  com- 1 
plained  of  the  delay,  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment, in  not  surveying  and  bringing  into  market  | 
the  public  lands  in  Louifiafla,  in  consequence  of 
which,  those  who  had  removed  to  that  country 
had  not  been  afforded  an  opportunity  of  purchasing 
public  lands:  and  that  emigration  had   been  re- 
pelled from  the  country.     Mr.  J.  contended,  that, 
from  the  circumstances  he  had  stated,  this  was 
one  of  the  strongest  cases  which  could  occur  ;  that 
the  petitioner  had  been  an  officer  of  distinguished 
merit ;  that  he  had  enlisted  a  company  of  men, 
and  served  with  great  reputation  throughout  the 


Creek  war ;  that,  at  New  Orleans,  in  an  attack 
on  the  enemy,  he  was  severely  wounded,  in  con- 
sKJeration  of  which,  and  for  his  gallant  conduct 
on  that  occasion,  he  was  brevetted  to  the  rank  of 
a  Lieutenant  Colonel.  Mr.  J.  said  that,  if  dis- 
tinguished services,  if  gallant  conduct  in  action, 
if  wounds  received  in  fighting  the  battles  of  the 
country,  give  claims  upon  the  favorable  conside- 
ration of  the  Governihent,  Colonel  White  was 
entitled  to  that  consideration.  He  concluded  by 
remarking,  that  the  honorable  member  who  com- 
manded at  New  Orleans,  (alluding  to  General 
Jackson,)  would,  he  was  persuaded,  testify  to  the 
gallantry  and  distinguished  services  of  Colonel 
White. 

Mr.  Jackson  confirmed  the  representation  which 
had  been  made  of  the  meritorious  conduct  of  Col-* 
onel  White,  in  the  campaign  at  New  Orleans, 
where  he  was,  in  the  battle  of  the  23d  December, 
severally  wounded  ;  and  Mr.  J.  observed,  that,  if 
gallant  conduct,  meritorious  services,  and  severe 
sufferings,  entitled  any  man  to  the  boon  he  asked 
for  from  the  Government,  no  one  could  have 
stronger  claims  than  Colonel  White,  and  he,  for 
one,  should  give  the  petitioner  his  vote. 

A  debate  ensued  on  this  subject  which,  from  the 
number  and  talents  of  the  gentlemen  who  engaged 
in  it,  and  the  earnestness  and  ability  displayed, 
rendered  it  interesting,  and  would  base  entitled 
it  to  a  full  report,  had  the  principle  involved  not 
repeatedly,heretofore,  been  the  subjectof  the  delibe- 
rations and  acts  of  Congress. 

Besides  the  gentlemen  above  named,  the  appli- 
cation of  the  petitioner  was  advocated  by  Messrs. 
S.mith,  Lanman,  Benton,  and  Brown  ;  and  it 
was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Barton,  Lowrie,  Van 
Dyke,Chanoler,  Barbocr,  King,  of  New  York, 
and  Macon.  In  support  of  the  claim  were  urged 
principally  the  reasons  stated  above — the  merits 
and  services,  and  poverty,  of  the  petitioner  ;  the 
worthlessquality  of  the  land,  in  its  natural  condition, 
before  the  petitioner  had  reclaimed  it  by  his  labor, 
by  the  erection  of  embankments  to  keep  the  river 
from  overflowing  it,  <tc. ;  the  additional  value 
which  this  settlement  and  the 'improvements  gave 
to  neighboring  public  lands ;  the  propriety  of 
granting  pre-emptive  rights  to  encourage  the  set- 
tlement of  the  waste  public  lands  ;  former  excep- 
tions made  by  Congress  to  the  law,  dec.  On  the 
other  hand,  were  urged  the  settled  policy  of  the 
nation,  solemnly  adopted  by  Congress,  in  the  pas- 
sage of  an  act,  forbidding  all  persons  f^rom  setting 
down  on  any  of  the  public  lands  ;  the  impropriety 
of  holding  out  encouragement  to  persons  to  violate 
the  law  by  granting  pre-emption  to  this  petitioner 
who  had,  contrary  to  law,  established  himself  on 
the  public  lands ;  that  in  acting  on  such  a  case 
the  merits  of  the  individual  (which  all  acknowl- 
edged) ought  not  to  be  taken  into  consideration  ; 
that  if  the  prohibitory  law  was  wrong,  it  ought  to 
be  repealed,  but  while  in  existence  it  ought  to 
be  rigidly  enforced,  and  not  have  impunity  and 
encouragement  held  out  to  disregard  and  violate 
it,  &.C. 

The  debate  continued,  with  much  animation, 
until  three  o'clock. 
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The  question  being  taken  on  Mr.  Johnson's 
motion  to  reverse  the  report  and  grant  the  prayer 
of  the  petitioner,  it  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays, 

as  follows: 

♦ 

YtAS — Mefgrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Edwards  of  Con- 
necticut, Hayne.  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Louisiana, 
Kelly,  King  of  Ala.,  Lanman,  Smith,  and  Talbot — 11. 

Nat» — Messrs.  Barbour,  Barton,  Bell,  Branch, 
Chandler,  Clayton,  D'W'olf,  Dickrrson,  Eaton,  Elliott, 
Findlay,  Gaillard,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes  of  Mis- 
aissippi.  King  of  New  York,  Knight,  Lloyd  of  Mary- 
land, Lloyd  of  Ml^ssachuselta.  Lowrie,  Mcllvuine, 
Macon,  Mills,  Noble,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Ruggles,  8ey- 
mour,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Thomas,  Van  Buren,  Van 
Dyke,  and  Williams— 32. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  then  agreed  to. 


MoNOAY,  January  19. 

Nicholas  Waj«e,  from  the  Stale  of  Georgia, 
whose  credentials  were  read  and  filed  during  the 
last  session,  attended,  was  qualified,  and  took  his 
seat  in  the  Senate. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a  repwrt 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  itiade  in  pursu- 
ance of  an  act  "to  regulate  and  fix  the  compen- 
sation of  clerks  in  the  different  offices,"  exhibiting 
the  amount  received  by  each  clerk  in  the  several 
offices  of  the  Treasury  Department,  for  services 
rendered  during  the  year  1823. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a  commu- 
nication from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  trans- 
mitting a  report  of  the  Director  of  the  Mmt,  giv- 
ing the  result  of  sundry  as^^ays,  made  m  pursu- 
ance of  instructions  from  that  Department. 

The  President  communicated  a  letter  signed 
William  H.  Jones,  soliciting  the  patronage  of  the 
Senate  to  Luca-i's  Universal  Atlas. 

Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the  memorial  of  James 
C.  Fisher,  and  others,  merchants  and  underwri- 
ters, of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  stating  that  their 
claims  against  the  Government  of  France  for  ille- 
gal seizures  and  condemnations,  were  released  by 
the  convention  of  1800;  and  praying  the  pay- 
ment of  the  same,  or  to  be  restored  to  the  slate  in 
which  they  were  anterior  to  the  convention.  The 
memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  Barbour  presented  the  memorial  of  Alex- 
ander Wilson,  and  others,  merchants  and  under- 
writers, of  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth,  in  the  State 
of  Virginia,  stating  that  their  claims  against  the 
Government  of  France,  for  the  illegal  seizure  and 
condemnation  of  their  property,  were  released  by 
theconventionof  1800;  and  praying  the  payment 
thereof,  or  to  be  restored  to  the  state  in  which 
they  were  anterior  to  the  convention.  The  me- 
morial was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  Smith  presented  the  memorial  of  a  number 
01  merchants,  manufacturers,  and  property-holders, 
of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  representing  the  injurious 
tendency  of  the  auction  sy.>tem,  and  praying  a 
duty  of  ten  per  centum  may  be  imposed  on  sales 
Dy  auction,  excepting  the  effects  of  bankrupts,  of 
deceased  persons,  goods  sold  for  the  benefit  of  un- 


derwriters, shipping,  and  real  estate.  The  memo- 
rial was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Dickerson  presented  the  memorial  of  Sam- 
uel J.  Read, and  others,  and  the  memorial  of  Wil- 
liam Russell,  and  others,  praying  an  additional 
duty  on  the  importation  of  foreign  iron,  and  on 
certain  manufactures  thereof.  The  memorials 
were  read,  and  severally  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Holme.s,  of  Maine,  said  that,  by  an  act  of 
Congress,   the  sum  of  SH>iOOO   per  annum,  was 
appropriated  l"or  the  purpose  of  civilizing  the  In- 
dian tribes  in  the  vicinity  of  the  United  Slates; 
that  it  had   been  apprehended,  by  the  wording  of 
that  act,  that  the  sum,  thus  appropriated,  could 
be  applied  to  the  civilization  only  of  such  tribes  of 
Indians  as  are  located  on  the  frontiers  of  the  coun- 
try ;  that  several  of  the  States  had  Indian  tribes 
within   their  limits,  who  were  as  fit  subjects  for 
the  provisions  of  the  act  as  any  others,  and  whose 
situation  promises  as  much  success  in  any  attempt 
at  improving  their  condition  ;  that,  in   the  State 
of  Maine,  there  were  two  of  this  kind,  the  Penob- 
scot and  the  Passamaquoddy  tribes.     Mr.  H.  re- 
,  marked,  that  the  law  refjuind  an  annual  exhibi- 
j  tion  to  Congress,  of  the  expenditure  of  the  sum 
I  appropriated  ;  but  that   he   had   not  seen  such  a 
'  statement.     His  present  object,  however,  was  to 
inquire  whether  the  act  might  not  be  so  modified 
;  as  to  extend  the  benefits  of  its  provisions  to  other 
Indians  than  those  situated  on  the  frontiers.     He 
therefore  submitted  the  following  resolution,  which 
j  was  read,  and  laid  over  for  consideration  : 
j       Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Indiiin  Affairs  be 
instrurted  to  inquire  whether  any  alterations  are  ne- 
j  ceasary,  in  the  art  "making  provi.ion  for  the  civilixt- 
j  tion  of  the  Indian  tribes  adjoining  the  frontier  setlle- 
I  ments."  so  as  to  authorize  a  part  of  the  fund,  provided 
by  the  act,  to  be  applied  to  the  instruction  and  citiIi- 
zalion  of  the  Indians    in    the  State  of  Maine,  or  any 
other   Slate    where  such    Indians   are  not  adjoining 
"frontier  settlement*." 


Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing motion  for  consideration  : 

Reaolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands 
be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repeal- 
ing the  act  of  CongreM,  ontitlrd  "  An  act  to  prevent 
settlements  being  made  on  lands  ceded  to  the  United 
Stales,  until  authorized  by  law,"  passed  the  3d  of 
March.  1807. 

Mr.  Smith  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration  : 

Reauhed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  be,  and 
hereby  it«.  authorized  to  purchase  five  copies  of  Lucas's 
Universal  Atlas,  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
^o  whom  was  referred,  on  the  lUih  of  December, 
the  memorial  of  the  President  and  Directors  of 
the  Merchants'  Bank  of  Newport,  Rhode  Island, 
made  a  report ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  Smate. 

Mr.  RuGGLBS,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
10  whom  was  recommitted,  on  the  26th  Decem- 
ber, the  report  of  said  committee  on  the  petition 
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of  Hanson  Kelly,  with  certain  instructions,  made 
a  report ;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Mills,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  12lh  of 
December,  the  petition  of  Richard  O'Brien,  made 
a  report ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  print- 
ed for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Van  Buren,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  alter  the  times  of  holding  the  district 
court  at  Mobile,  in  the  district  of  Maine,"  reported 
it  with  an  amendment;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Barton  presented  sundry  documents,  re- 
lating to  the  petition  of  Thomas  F.  Riddick,  pre- 
sented on  the  12th  instant ;  and  they  were  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Elliott,  Daniel  W.  Coxe 
had  leave  to  withdraw  bis  memorial  and  doc- 
uments. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  gave  notice  that  he 
should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
James  Johnson. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion 
of  the  15th  instant,  in  relation  to  the  progress 
made  in  preparing  maps,  directed  to  be  made  and 
laid  before  the  Senate,  by  their  resolution  of  the 
2Sth  day  of  February  last ;  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  resolution  offered  on  Friday  last,  by  Mr. 
W1LLIA.MS,  directing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury to  prepare,  for  the  Senate,  a  list  of  all  pursers 
and  navy  agents,  who  are  in  arrears  to  the  United 
States,  with  the  amount  of  arrearages,  and  the 
sum  likely  to  be  lost  by  theGovernment,  was  again 
read,  and  agreed  to. 

The  resolution  offered  on  Friday  last,  by  Mr. 
Eaton,  directing  an  inquiry,  whether  any,  and, 
if  any,  what  amendments,  alterations,  and  im- 
provement.N,  are  necessary  in  the  judiqial  code  of 
the  District  of  Columbia,  was  again  read,  and 
agreed  to. 

The  bill  for  the  final  adjustment  of  land  claims, 
in  the  State  of  Missouri  and  Territory  of  Arkan- 
sas, derived  from  the  Governments  of  France  and 
Spain,  was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  S.MiTH,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
reported  a  bill  which  came  from  the  other  House, 
"authorizing  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking 
Fund  to  purchase  the  seven  per  cent,  stock  of  the 
United  States  in  the  year  1824,"  with  a  trifling 
amendment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  S.,  the  bill  was  taken  up  for 
consideration  in  Committee  of  the  Whuje,  report- 
ed to  the  Senate,  and  passed  to  a  third  reading. 
Subsequently,  by  general  consent,  the  bill  had  its 
third  reading,  was  passed  as  amended,  and  sent 
back  to  the  other  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jackson,  the  Senate,  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  consider 
the  bill  reported  by  the  Military  Committee  of  the 
Senate,  explanatory  of  an  act,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  the  officers,  volunteers,  and  other 
persons  engaged  in  the  late  campaign  against  the 
Seminole  Indians,  passed  the  4th  of  May,  1822." 
Tiiis  bill  provides  for  the  payment  for  horses  and 
equipages  lost  by  the  volunteer  officers  engaged 


!  in  that  campaign,  and  for  the  payment  of  the 
I  value  of  horses  and  equipages  lost  in  battle,  by  the 
I  volunteer  officers  and  soldiers  in  the  said  cam- 
I  paign.  A  discission  of  some  length  took  place 
I  upon  the  propriety  of  passing  this  bill;  in  which 
I  Messrs.  Jackson,  Chandler,  Eaton,  Johnson 
'  of  Kentucky,  Lowriii,  Lanman,  Benton,  Rug- 
oIes,  Holmes  of  Maine,  and  Hayne,  engaged. 
The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
;  amendment,  and  passed  to  be  engrossed  and  read 

the  third  time. 
I      The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
j  act  to  authorize  the  surveying  and  making  a  road 
':  from  Memphis,  in  the  State  of  Tennessee,  to  Lit- 
tle Rock,  in  the  Territory  of  Arkan.sas ;"  and  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to, 
and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  to-morrow. 
I      The  resolution  proposing  an  additional  rule  for 
I  conducting  business  in  the  Senate  was  read  the 
I  second  time. 


Tuesday,  January  20. 

Mr.  RuGULES  presented    the  petition  of  Jesse 
Camp,  of  Ohio,  praying  a  pension,  in  considera- 
tion of  his  services  during  the  Revolutionary  war. 
The  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com-" 
mittee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  Brown  presented  thepetition  of  John  Pritch- 
ard,  of  Ohio,  surviving  brother  and  heir  at  law  of 
Samuel  and  William  Pritchard,  who  were  soldiers 
in  the  Revolutionary  army,  praying  the  bounty  in 
land  to  which  his  brothers  were  entitled,  or  an 
equivalent  in  money. — Referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  D' Wolf  presented  the  memorial  of  Audley 
Clarke  and  others,  merchants  of  Newport,  Rhode 
Island,  praying  indemnity  for  depredations  com- 
mitted under  the  authority  of  the  Government  of 
France,  from  1793  to  the  year  1800.  The  me- 
morial was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations. 

Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  James  Johnson ;  which  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  submitted  a  docu- 
ment in  relation  to  the  settlement  of  the  accounts 
of  James  Johnson. 

Mr.  RuQGLES  from  ffie  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  14th  instant,  the  bill 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Garrett  Fountain," 
reported  it  without  amendment. 

The  Committee  of  Claims  were  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  petition  of  John 
Frank,  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  18lh  De- 
cember. 

Mr.  DicKCRsoN,  from  tffb  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  to  whom  was  referred, 
on  the  7th  instant,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Samuel  Wharton,''  reported  it  with- 
out amendment. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affair.*,  to  whom  was  referred,  on 
.he  13lh  instant,  the  petition  of  Banister  Stone, 
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made  a  report,  together  with  a  resolution,  that  the 
praver  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

The  Committee  on  Public  Lands  were  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the  pe- 
tition of  John  Rush  and  Samuel  Conway,  referred 
to  the  committee  on  the  15th  instant. 

The  bill  explanatory  of  an  act,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  the  oncers,  volunteers,  and  other 
persons,  engaged  in  the  late  campaign  against  the 
Seminole  Indians,-'  was  read  a  third  time,  and, 
on  motion,  amended,  by  unanimous  consent,  and 
passed. 

Mr.  Van  Buren  gave  notice  that  he  should  ask 
leave,  on  Thurday  next,  to  introduce  a  joint  reso- 
lution, proposing  an  amendment  of  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  on  the  subject  of  the 
power  of  Congress  to  make  roads  and  canals. 

Mr.  HoL.MEs,  of  Maine,  gave  notice  that  he 
should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  provide  for 
the  security  of  public  money  in  the  hands  of  attor- 
neys, clerks  or  courts,  and  marshals,  and  their 
deputies. 

Mr.  Smith  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  cause 
infornaation  to  be  given  to  the  Senate  of  the  progress 
made  for  fixing  sites  for  fortifications  at  St.  Mary's 
and  Patuxent  rivers  ;  in  preparing  plans  for  the  same  ; 
and  in  estimating  the  cost  of  each  fortification  ;  con- 
formably with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  20th 
of  February,  1823. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  tlie  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  concerning  invalid  pen- 
sions ;•'  in  which  tney  request  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Claims,  unfa- 
vorable to  the  petition  of  Hanson  Kelly,  of  North 
Carolina,  was  taken  up  for  consideration.  This 
petitioner  claims  an  additional  sum  of  money, 
which  he  states  to  be  due  him,  under  a  contract 
with  the  marshal  of  North  Carolina,  for  supplying 
rations  to  prisoners  during  the  late  war.  Mr*. 
RuGGLES  stated  the  views  of  the  commiuee  on 
the  subject.  Messrs  Brancu,  Macon,  Bell,  Ed- 
wards, of  Illinois,  Kelly,  Chandler,  Smith, 
Van  Dyke,  and  Lanman,  spoke  upon  the  allow- 
ance of  the  claim.  A  motion  of  .Mr.  Macon,  to 
reverse  the  report  of  the  committee,  prevailed; 
and  the  report  was  recommitted,  with  instructions 
to  prepare  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  petitioner. 


Wednesday,  January  21. 
Daniel  D.   Tompkinp,  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States,  and   President  of  the   Senate,  at- 
tended. 

Mr.  Lanman  presented  the  petition  of  Cornelius 
Huson,  stating  that,  during  the  late  war,  he  was 
impressed,  together  with  his  sleigh  and  norses,  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States;  that,  while  in 
this  service,  in  attempting  to  crosi  the  ice,  at 
backett  s  Harbor,  his  horses  and  slei^'h  were  lost, 
and  himself  severely  wounded;  and  pruying  relief. 
Ihe  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mtitee  on  Pensions. 


Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Maryland,  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  the  President  and  Directors  of  Columbia 
Turnpike  Road  Company,  praying  an  augmenta- 
tion of  the  tolls  authorized  by  the  act  of  incorpo- 
ration. The  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  presented-  the  petition 
of  George  Ulmer,  stating  that,  during  the  late 
war,  a  transport  ship,  belonging  to  the  enemy, 
having  been  run  on  shore,  and  alwindoned,  a  quan- 
tity of  ordnance  on  board  was  preserved,  and 
delivered  to  an  officer  of  the  United  Stales,  through 
the  exertions  of  the  petitioner  and  a  company  of 
United  Slates  troops  and  volunteers,  under  his 
command ;  and  praying  compensation  for  the 
same.  The  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

.Mr.  D'WoLF  presented  the  memorial  of  John 
T.  Child,  and  others,  merchants  and  underwriters, 
of  Warren,  Rhode  Island,  praying  indemnity  for 
the  seizure  and  condemnation  of  their  property, 
under  the  authority  of  the  Government  ot  France, 
from  1793  to  1800.  The  memorial  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

.Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the  memorial  of  Joseph 
Old,  and  others,  praying  an  additional  duty  on 
imported  iron,  and  on  certain  m.inufactures  thereof. 
The  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee OQ  Commerce  and  ^lan'ifactures. 

.Mr.  Eaton  presented  the  petition  of  Henry  M. 
Johnson,  praying  compensation  for  his  services  in 
surveying  and  marking  a  road  from  Reynolds- 
burgh,  on  the  Tennessee  riv^.r,  to  intersect  the 
Natchez  old  road.  The  petition  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  William  Vaughan,  reported  a  bill 
rewarding  the  officers  and  crews  of  two  gigs,  or 
small  boats,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant 
Francis  H.  Gregory,  of  the  United  States  Navy; 
which  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  the  subject  was 
referred,  on  the  19th  December,  reported  a  bill 
regulating  the  transportation  of  gold  and  silver 
bullion,  specie,  and  lewels,  and  carrying  of  pas- 
sengers, and  to  prohibit  the  receipt  of  merchandise 
in  the  public  vessels  of  the  United  States;  which 
was  read,  and  i>assed  tc  a  second  reading. 

.Mr.  RuGGLEs,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
agreeably  to  instructions,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Hanson  Kelly;  which  was  read,  and 
passed  to  a  second  reading. 

-Mr.  D'WoLF,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  to  whom  the  subject 
was  referred,  on  the  17th  December,  reported  a 
bill  allowing  a  drawback  on  the  exportation  of 
cordage  manufactured  in  the  United  Slates,  from 
foreign  hemp ;  which  was  read,  and  passed  to  a 
second  reading. 

.Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  submitted  the 
following  motion  for  consideration: 

Uesolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  re- 
quested to  communicate  to  the  Senate,  so  far  as  can 
b«  ascertained  from  the  account*  in  the  Navy  Depart- 
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ment,  the  quantity  of  cordage,  manufactnred  from 
hemp  of  domestic  growth,  which  has  been  used  in  the 
service  of  the  Navy  since  the  year  1812;  and  the  rea- 
sons, if  any,  why  cordage  manufactured  from  domestic 
hemp  cannot  be  used  as  advantageously,  and  as  eco- 
nomically, for  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  as  cordage 
manufactured  from  imported  hemp. 

Mr.  Eaton,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  entitled 
"An  act  to  extend  the  lime  limited  for  the  settle- 
ment of  private  land  claims  in  the  Territory  of 
Florida,''  reported  it  with  an  amendment;  which 
was  read. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lanman,  the  Senate  re- 
sumed the  consideration  of  the  motion^  of  the  14th 
instant,  to  discharge  the  Committee  on  Pensions 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  petition  of 
Dean  Weymouth,  and  it  was  determined  in  the 
negative. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion  of 
the  20th  instant,  to  authorize  the  purchase  of  five 
copies  of  Lucas's  Atlas ;  and  it  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Library. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion, 
of  the  20th  instant,  relative  to  the  progress  made 
in  fixing  sites  for  fortifications  at  St.  Mary's  and 
Patuxent  rivers  ;  and  agreed  thereto. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  resolution  in  relation  to  an  intended  visit  of  the 
Marquis  de  Lafayette  to  the  United  Sutes;  in 
which  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  resolution  was  received,  and  twice  read  by 
general  consent;  when  Mr.  Hayne  moved  that 
the  resolution  be  referred  to  a  select  committee. 
On  this  motion  some  conversation  took  place,  not 
on  the  merits  of  the  resolution,  but  on  the  ques- 
tions whether  it  was  best  to  refer  it  at  all,  and,  if 
so,  to  what  committee;  on  which  points  there 
was  some  diversity  of  opinion,  but  none  in  regard 
to  the  feelings  of  respect  and  affection  for  Lafay- 
ette, for  whom  all  the  gentlemen  expressed  these 
sentiraenls  in  warm  terms.  Messrs.  King,  of  New 
York,  Branch,  Holmes,  of  Maine.  Chandler, 
Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  Lanman,  and  Hayne, 
took  part  in  this  discussion,  which  resulted  in  the 
reference  of  the  resolution  lo  a  select  committee 
of  five  members;  and  Me.ssrs.  Hayne,  King,  of 
New  York,  Macon,  Smith,  and  Jackson,  were 
appointed  the  said  committee. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  concerning  invalid 
pensions"  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Johnson  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  on  the  petition 
of  Banister  Stone;  and  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table,  and  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
making  an  appropriation  for  opening  a  road  from 
opposite  Memphis,  on  the  Mississippi,  to  Little 
Rock,  in  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Chandler,  conceiving  that  the  decision  on 
this  bill  would  in  effect  settle  what  the  sense  of 
ISth  Con.  1st  Sbss— 5 


the  Government  is,  in  the  long  agitated  question 
of  internal  improvements,  said  he  should  ask  for 
the  yeas  and  nays  on  its  passage. 

Mr.  Brown  said  if  this  bill  could  settle  that 
question,  it  had  been  settled  long  since,  as  similar 
acts  had  been  passed,  &c.  The  question  was 
then  taken  on  ordering  the  bill  to  a  third  reading, 
and  was  carried. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Senate 
resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  con- 
sideration of  the  resolution,  introduced  by  Mr. 
Dickerson,  proposing  an  amendment  to  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  Stales,  as  it  respects  the 
choice  of  Representatives  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  election  of  President  and 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  together  with 
the  amendment  reported  thereto;  and  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to,  and  made 
the  order  of  the  day  for,  to-morrow. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions, unfavorable  to  the  petition  of  Richard 
O'Brien,  was  taken  up  and  agreed  to. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  un- 
favorable to  the  memorial  of  the  Merchants'  Bank 
of  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  was  taken  up  for  con- 
sideration. The  petitioners  pray  that  certain 
stamp  duties,  which  they  paid  on  the  notes  of  their 
bank,  in  the  year  1817,  may  be  refunded,  for  cer- 
tain reasons  staled  in  their  petition,  Mr.  D' Wolp 
opposed  the  report,  and  moved  an  amendment,  so 
as  to  reverse  the  effect  of  the  report.  Messrs. 
Smith,  Holmes,  of  Maine,  and  Lloyd,  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, also  spoke  against  the  report.  The 
motion  of  Mr.  D'Wolf  prevailed,  and  the  report 
was  recommitted,  with  instructions  to  bring  in  a 
bill. 

The  resolution  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr. 
HoL.MEs,  of  Maine,  proposing  an  inquiry  into  the 
expediency  of  extending  the  provisions  of  an  act 
for  the  civilization  of  the  Indians  on  the  frontiers, 
to  the  tribe  of  Indians  within  the  United  Slates, 
was  again  read  and  agreed  to. 

SETTLEMENTS  ON  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

The  resolution  proposed  yesterday  by  Mr.  John- 
son, of  Louisiana,  proposing  an  inquiry  into  the 
expediency  of  repealing  the  act  of  Congress, "  pre- 
venting settlements  being  made  on  the  public 
lands,  until  authorized  by  law,"  was  again  read 
for  consideration. 

Mr.  Johnson,  in  support  of  the  resolution,  said 
that,  in  the  discussion  which  had  taken  place  a 
few  days  since,  upon  the  claim  of  Colonel  White, 
the  act  mentioned  in  this  resolution  had  frequently 
been  alluded  to,  and  several  members  had  expressed 
their  opinion  that  it  ought  to  be  repealed.  Being 
of  the  same  opinion  himself,  knowing  that  the 
operation  of  the  law  was  very  injurious  lo  the 
interests  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  believing 
that  it  could  never  be  the  true  policy  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to  prevent  the  settlement  oi  its  lands;  he 
had  proposed  an  inquiry  into  the  propriety  of  re- 
pealing ihat  law.  He  thought  that,  so  far  from 
preventing  the  settlement  of  these  lands,  the  Grov- 
ernment  should  do  all  in  its  power  to  encourage 
it.     Vast  tracts  of  lands  in  the  State  of  Lousiana 
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yet  remain  unsettled,  and  it  is  not  in  the  power  of 
the  State,  under  the  present  circums.ances,  to  do 
any  thing  towards  their  settlement.     Many  of  the 
lands  in  question  had  not  even  been  surveyed. 
The  power  of  the  United  Slates  to  hold  such  lands, 
waste  and  useless  to  the  State  in  which  they  are 
situated,  is  doubted  by  many  of  the  most  enlight- 
ened and  intelligent  men.     It  was  an  opinion  en- 
tertained, Mr.  J.  said,  by  many  persons,  who  were 
highly  competent  to  judge  in   such  a  case,  that 
when  the  State  was  admitted  into  the  Union,  with 
all   the  privileges  and  powers  belonging   to  the 
other  States,  that  it  had  a  right  to  the  control  over 
these  lands — at   any   rate,   to   whomsoever   this 
power  belongs,  it  is  obvious  that  the  settlement  of 
lands  ought  to  be  facilitated,  and  with  a  view  to 
that  object,  he  had  submitted  this  resolution ;  as 
it  merely  proposed  an  inquiry  into  the  expediency 
of  repealing  the  law,  he  trusted   it  would  not  be 
objected  to.  ^ 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York  thought  it  an  unusual 
course  to  refer  a  subject  of  this  kind  to  a  commit- 
tee; as  it  could  as  well  be  settled  by  the  Senate, 
without  such   reference.     He   dissented   entirely 
from  the  opinions  advanced  by  the  gentleman  from 
Louisiana — he   thought   the    true   policy    of    the 
country  was,   to  prohibit,  by  all  possible  means, 
the  unlawful  settlement  of  its  lands.     These  lands 
had  been  purchased  of  the  Indians,  with  money 
from  the  public  Treasury — surveys  had  been  in- 
stituted, at  great  expense"  to  the  nation — and  the 
prices,  which  the  Government  now  puts  upon  its 
lands,  are  so  very  low,  that   no  reasonable   man 
can  require  that  they  should  be  less.     The  terms 
upon  which  they  are  offered  are  highly  advanta- 
geous  to  every  one  who   is  desirous  to  go  there, 
and   make  settlement.     Although    the    policy  of 
France  and  Spain  had  been  diff'erent,  in  regard  to 
the  settlement  of  public  lands,  yet,  Mr.  K.  thought 
our  policy  far  the  most  unexceptionable,  as  it  pro- 
vides for  a  regular,  just,  and  moral  settlement,  by 
fair  and  legal  titles.     Every  one  who  wished  to 
become  the  possessor  of  a  portion  of  the  land  in 
question,  could  easily  acquire  a  sure  title  to  it.     If  i 
such  a  regular  and  orderly  settlement  was  to  be  , 
produced,  it  could  only  be  done  by  adhering  to  the 
system  which  the  Government  has  adopted.     Mr. 
K.  asked  gentlemen  to  consider,  if  the  public  lands  ! 
were  thrown  open  to  every  one  who  saw  fit  to 
settle  upon  them,  without  price  and  without  title, 
whether  there  could  be  any  guarantee  for  the  sc-  ! 
curity  of  property,  in  such  a  settlement.  ' 

If  those  extensive  tracts  of  country  of  which  the 
gentleman  had  spoken,  were  settled  in  that  way, 
rnen  would  be  sent  to  Congress  to  make  laws  for 
the  people,  who  had  themselves  entirely  disre- 
garded the  laws  and  the  rights  of  property.  Such 
a  slate  of  things  would  be  deplorable  indeed.  The 
only  men  who  are  fit  to  make  laws  for  the  people 
are  those  \Yho  hold  their  property  bv  a  just  and 
[air  title.  He  believed  that  Congress  had  ever 
been  willing  to  do,  and  had  done,  every  thinrr  that 
was  fair  and  equitable,  to  encourage  the  settlement 
ot  the^pubhc  lands;  and  he  had  always  thought 
that  the  system  now  acted  on  had  greatly  Id- 
▼anced  that  object.   The  greatest  difficulties  which 


had  been  encountered  in  the  business,  had  arisen 
from  the  uncertainty  of  the  French  and  Spanish 
titles.  If  this  law,  which  is  so  necessary  to  the 
credit  and  the  happiness  of  the  country,  were  re-» 
pealed,  such  a  repeal  would  have  a  strong  ten- 
dency to  subvert  the  proper  settlement  of  the  lands 
belonging  to  the  Government. 

Mr.  Johnson  briefly  replied  to  Mr.  King.  Messrs. 
Holmes,  of  Maine,  and  Benton,  made  a  few  re- 
marks on  the  subject ;  and  the  resolution  was  neg- 
atived by  a  considerable  majority. 


I  Thursday,  January  22. 

Mr.  Smith  presented  the  petition  of  Thomas 
Evans  and  William  Coppuck,  stating  that,  in  the 
j  execution  of  their  contract  with  the  United  States 
'  for  building  a  lighthouse,  and  the  appendages 
thereto,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Patapsco  river,  they 
have  been  compelled  by  sickness,  and  other  casu- 
alties, to  expend  a  greater  sum  than  thai  to  which, 
under  their  contract,  they  are  entitled  ;  and  pray- 
ing to  be  indemnified  from  loss, — The  petition 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures, 

Mr.  Smith  presented  the  memorial  of  William 
F.  Chesley  and  others,  securities  of  Thomas 
Evans  and  William  Coppuck,  praying  to  be  re- 
imbursed a  sum  by  them  advanced  to  the  said 
Thomas  Evans  and  William  Coppuck,  for  the 
purpose  of  enabling  them  to  fulfil  their  contract 
with  the  United  States  for  the  erection  of  a  light- 
house and  other  buildinjrs.— The  memorial  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce 
anil  .Manufactures. 

Mr.  RrcGLE.^,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Amasa  Stet- 
son, made  a  report,  together  with  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Amasa  Stetson.— The  report  and  bill 
were  read,  and  the  bill  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Bell,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to 
whom  was  leferred,  on  the  31st  December,  the 
petition  of  Rezin  Kawlings  and  John  Locke,  ex- 
ecutors of  Daniel  Rawlings,  deceased,  made  a  re- 
port, together  with  a  resolution,  that  ;he  prayer  of 
the  petitioners  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

Mr.  Seymour,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Contingent  Expenses  of  the  Senate,  to  whom  was 
referred  a  resolution  to  authorize  ihr  employment 
of  an  additional  engrossing  clerk  during  the  indis- 
position of  SamuefTurner,  jr.,  reported  the  same 
with  an  amendment. 

Mr.  Kelly  communicated  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  Slate  of  Alabama,  requesting 
their  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Congres" 
to  convey  to  that  body  the  anxiety  felt  that  a  law 
may  pass  to  authorize  the  holding  of  the  district 
court  of  the  United  States  at  .some  place  in  the 
northern  portion  of  the  Slate.— The  resolution  was 
read,  and  laid  on  tiie  table. 

Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  communicatod  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Alabama, 
requesting  their  Senators  and  Representalives  in 
Congress  to  use  their  best  exertions  to  obtain  such 
a  modification  of  existing  laws  as  will  enable  that 


I 


f  { 


January,  1824. 


Avundjnent  to  the  Constitution. 


Senate. 


State  to  effect  the  improvement  of  its  navigable 
waters;  and  particularly  to  obtain  the  consent  of 
the  United  States  to  two  acts,  passed  by  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  said  State:  the  one,  entitled  "An 
act  to  improve  the  navigation  of  the  Coosa  river, 
and  to  aid  in  its  connexion  with  the  Tennessee 
waters  ;•'  the  other,  "An  act  to  improve  the  navi- 
gation of  the  Tennessee  river." — The  resolution 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

Mr.  Kelly  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  praying 
relief  to  certain  purchasers  of  public  lands,  who 
have  been  aggrieved  by  the  construction  given  to 
the  act  of  1821. — The  memorial  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion 
of  the  21st  instant,  relative  to  cordage  manufac- 
tured from  hemp  of  domestic  growth,  which  has 
been  used  in  the  service  of  the  Navy  since  the 
year  1S12,  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  bill  rewarding  the  officers  and  crews  of 
two  gigs,  or  small  boats,  under  the  command  of 
Lieutenant  Francis  H.  Gregory,  of  the  United 
States  Navy,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  concerning  invalid 
pensioners,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Hanson  Kelly  was  read 
the  second  time. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Eaton,  the  Senate  resumed, 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the   bill,  entitled  | 
"An  act  to  extend  the  time  limited  for  the  settle-  j 
raenl  of  private  land  claims   in   the  Territory  of  i 
Florida,"  together  with  the  amendment   reported  I 
thereto;  and  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.       i 
The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  authorizing  the  building  of  an  ad- 
ditional number  of  sloops  of  war   for   the  naval 
service  of  the  United  States  ;  and  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed  to,  and  made  the 
order  of  the  day  for,  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  pro- 
posing an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  as  it  respects  the  choice  of  Repre- 
sentatives in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  election  of  President  and  Vice  President 
of  the  United  States,  together  with  the  amend- 
ment reported  thereto;  and  the  further  considera- 
tion thereof  was  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order 
of  the  day  for,  Thursday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Gilbert ; 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  Firman  Le  Sieur;  and,  no  amend- 
ment having  been  made,  it  was  reported  to  the 
House,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Celesiin  Moreau,of  Louisiana  ;  and  no  amend- 
ment having  been  made  thereto,  it  was  reported 


to  the  House,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  the  times 
of  holding  the  district  court  at  Mobile,  in  the  dis- 
trict of  Alabama;"  and  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  submitted  on  the  15th  instant,  propos- 
ing an  additional  rule  for  conducting  business  in 
the  Senate,  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  Ihe 
Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Whar- 
ton ;  and  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A.MENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

Mr.  Van  Buren  rose,  in  pursuance  of  notice 
given  on  Wednesday  last,  to  ask  leave  to'  intro- 
duce a  joint  resolution,  proposing  an  amendment 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  on  the 
subject  of  the  power  of  Congress  to  make  roads 
and  canals.     He  said  he  was  as  much  opposed  as 
any  man,  to  frequent  alterations  of  the  form  of 
government  under  which  we  live,  but  be  would 
make  no  apology  for  bringing  this  matter  before 
the  Senate,  in  so  imposing  a  form  as  that  of  an 
amendment  to  the  Constitution.     He  would  not 
do  so,  because  he  was  entirely  convinced  that  no 
one  could  dispassionately  consider  the  present  state 
of  the  question,  to  which  his  resolution  relates, 
without  feeling  the  imperious  necessity  of  some 
Constitutional  provision  on  the  subject.     It  was 
not  his  intention,  at  this  time,  to  enter  into  the 
discus.sion  of  the  matter;  he  would  only  submit 
one  or  two  general  remarks  in  relation  to  it.     Of 
the  importance  of  the  question,  it  was  not  neces- 
sary to  speak.     Suffice  it  to  say,  that,  in  its  scope, 
it  embraces  the  funds  of  the  nation  to  an  unlimit- 
ed extent,  and  in  its  result  must  affect,  as  far  as 
the  agency  of  the  Federal  Government  was  con- 
cerned, the  future  internal  improvement  of  a  gr^t 
and  flourishing  country.     Is  the  power  to  make 
roads  and  canals,  within  the  States,  now  vested 
in  the  Federal  Government?     Individuals,  said 
Mr.  V.  B.,  may  give«their  impressions,  with  their 
reasons  for  the  various   ingenious  constructions 
they  put  upon  the  different  parts  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, to  make  out  that  this  power  exists;  but  all 
candid  men  will  admit  that  there  are  few  ques- 
tions more  unsettled.     Whilst,  in  some  States,  the 
power  is  universally  conceded,  and  its  exercise 
loudly  required,  in  others,  its  existence  is  as  gen- 
erally denied,  and  its  exercise  as  ardently  resisted. 
Is  there  cause  to  believe  that,  as  the  Constitution 
now  stands,   a    construction   will  obtain,  which 
will  be  so  far  acquiesced  in  as  to  be  regarded  and 
enforced  as  one  of  the  established  powers  of  the 
General    Government?     He   thought    there   was 
not.     For  about  twenty  years,  this  subject  had 
been  one  of  constant  and  earnest  discu.ssion.     Ef- 
forts have  at  various  times  been  made  in  Congress 
to  exercise  the  power  in  question.     They  have 
met  sometimes  with  more,  and  .sometimes  with 
less,  favor.     Bills,  containing  the  assertion,  and 
directing  the  exercise  of  this  power,  have  passed 
the  two  Houses,  and  been  returned,  with  objec- 


135 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


136 


V  i  r 


Senate. 


Proceediru/s. 


137 


January,  1824. 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


138 


tioDs,  by  two  successive  Presidents,  and  failed  for 
want  of  the  Constitutional  majority.  The  last 
Congress  and  the  Executive  were  arrayed  against 
each  other,  upon  the  question,  and  as  far  as  a  re- 
cent vote  of  the  other  House  may  be  regarded 
as  evidence  of  the  present  opinion  of  Congress, 
there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  such  is  now 
the  case. 

The  Government  has  now   been   in  operation 
rising  of  thirty  years  ;  and  although  the  subject 
has   always    been  a  matter  of  interest,   no  law 
clearly  embracing  the  power  has  ever  yet   been 
passed.     There  is,  therefore,  but  little  reason  to 
hope,  that,  without  some  Constitutional  provision, 
the  question  will  ever  be  settled.     If  the  General 
Gk)vernment  has  not  now  the  power,  Mr.  V.  B. 
said,  that  he  for  one,  thought  that,  under  suitable 
restrictions,  they  ought  to  have  it.     As  to  what 
those  restrictions  ought  to  be,  there  might,  and  pro- 
bably would,  be  diversity  of  opinion.   But,as  to  the 
abstract  proposition,  that  as  much  of  the  funds  of 
the  nation  as  could  be  raised,  without  oppression, 
and  as  are  not  necessary  to  the  discharge  ofexisting 
and  indispensable  demands  upon  the  Government, 
should  be  expended  upon  internal  improvements, 
under  restrictions  regarding  the  sovereignty  and 
securing  the  equal  interest  of  the  States,  he  pre- 
sumed there  would  be  little  difference  of  opinion. 
He  could  not  but  hope,  that  those  who  think  the 
better  construction  of  the  Constitution   is,   that 
Congress  now  have  the  power,  would  also  con- 
sent  to  some   amendment.     They  must,  at   all 
events,  admit  that  it  is  far  from   being  a  clear, 
and  certainly  not  a  settled  matter,  and  in  view  of 
the  danger  always   attending  the  exercise  of  a 
doubtful  right  by  the  Federal  Government  against 
the  persevering  opposition  of  the  several  States, 
they  would  decide  whether,  instead  of  contesting 
this  matter  as  it  has  been  done  for  so  many  years 
it  would  not  be  more  for  the  interest  of  the  nation^ 
as  well  as  the  credit  of  the  Government,  to  place 
the  matter  on  well  defined  ground.     There  were 
many  strong  reasons  why  he  thought  this  course 
ought  to  be  pursued,  and  which,  at  the  proper  time, 
he  would  take  the  liberty  u>  urge.     For  the  pre- 
sent, he  would  simply  add,  that,  independent  of  the 
collisions  of  State  interests,  which  this  power  is 
inore  likely  than  any  other  to  produce,  the  exer- 
cise of  it  in  the  present  state  ol  the  Constitution, 
and  with  an  Executive  whose  reading  of  it  should 
be  different  from  that  of  the  present,  and  the  two 
who  last  preceded  him,  could  not  fail  to  be  grossly 
unequal  among  the  States;    because  it  is  well 
known  that  there  were  some   Slates  who  have 
invariablv,  and  who   will,  as  long  as  they  prefer 
the  inviolability  of  the  Constitution  to  their  local 
interest,  continue   to  oppose  the  exercise  of  this 
power  with  ihem.     Without,  therefore,  the  ability 
to  prevent,  they  would  be  excluded  from  the  ben- 
cfats  of  Its  exercise.     The  course  now  proposed 
had  been  earnestly  recommended  to  the  last  Con- 
gress  by  the  present  Executive,  and,  when  the 
subject  came  up  lor  discussion,  he  would  endeavor 
to  show  that  Its  adoption  was  called  for  by  the 
best  interests  of  the  nation. 

Leave  was  then  granted,  and  Mr.  Van  Bdre^ 


offered  the  foUowin)?  resolution,  which  was  read, 
and  passed  to  a  second  reading: 

'*  Resolved,  4-r.,  That  the  following  imendment  of 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  b«  proposed  to 
the  Legislatures  of  the  several  States  : 

"  Congress  shall  have  power  to  ojf.ke  roads  and 
canals;  but  all  money  appropriated  for  this  purpose, 
shall  be  apportioned  among  the  severtl  States  accord- 
ing to  the  last  enumeration  of  their  respective  num- 
bers, and  applied  to  the  making  and  repairing  of 
roads  and  canals  within  the  several  States,  as  Con- 
gress msy  direct;  but  any  State  may  consent  to  the 
appropriation  by  Congress  of  iu  quota  of  such  appro- 
priation in  the  making  or  repairing  of  roads  and 
canals,  without  its  own  limits  ;  no  such  road  or  canal 
shall,  however,  be  made  within  any  State,  without 
the  consent  of  the  Legislature  thereof,  and  all  such 
money  shall  be  so  expended  under  their  direction." 

The  joint  resolution  reported  by  a  select  com- 
mittee of  the  Senate,  proposing  an  amendment  of 
the  Constitution  in  regard  to  the  election  of  Pres- 
ident and  Vice  President,  was  taken  up,  and,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Barbour,  was  postponed,  and 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Thursday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  for  the  final  adjustment  of  land 
claims  in  the  State  of  Missouri  and  Territory  of 
Arkansas,  derived  from  the  Governments  of  France 
and  Spain  ,:  and,  on  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Friday,  January  23. 

The  President  communicated  a  memorial  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  Sute  of  Indiana, 
praying  the  co-operation  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment in  effecting  a  canal  communication  to 
unite  the  River  Wabash  with  Lake  Erie.  The 
memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  Knight  presented  the  petition  of  Israel  R. 
Potter,  of  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  praying  to 
be  placed  on  the  roll  of  Revolutionary  pensioners. 
The  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions. 

Mr.  Mills  presented  the  memorial  of  Josiah 
White,  representing  the  expediency  of  an  addi- 
tional duty  on  the  importation  of  linseed  oil  into 
the  United  States.  The  memorial  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and 
Manufactures. 

Mr.  DicKERSON  presented  the  memorial  of  James 
Rowland  and  others,  of  Philadelphia  ;  the  memo- 
rial of  Andrew  Jack  and  others,  of  Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania;  the  memorial  of  Stephen  Denton 
and  others,  of  Morris  county,  New  Jersey  ;  the  me- 
morial of  David  Allen  and  others,  of  New  Jersey  ; 

and  the  memorial  of  Charles  Hoff  and  others, 

severally  praying  an  additional  duty  on  the  impor- 
tation of  foreign  iron,  and  on  certain  manufac- 
tures thereof  The  memorials  were  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and 
Manufactures. 

Mr.  DicKER.so.N  presented  the  memorial  of  M. 
Rowland,  and  others,  of  Philadelphia,  praying  a 
revision  of  the  tariff,  for  the  purpose  of  protecting 
the  manufactures  of  the  United  States.     The  mc- 
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morial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  Firman  Le  Sieur,  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Celestin  Moreau,  ot 
Louisiana,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
authorizing  a  road  to  be  made  from  Memphis,  in 
Tennessee,  to  Little  Rock,  in  the  Territory  of 
Arkansas,  was  read  the  third  time,  and,  upon  the 
question  of  passing  it,  Mr.  Chandler  said  that, 
as  he  doubted  the  power  of  Congress  to  pass  this 
act,  he  requested  the  privilege  of  recording  his 
name  against  it.  He,  therefore,  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  question;  which  were  as 
follows : 

YxAs — Messrs.  Barbour,  Barton,  Brown,  Clayton, 
Dickerson,  Eaton,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Elliott, 
Hayne,  Holmes*  of  Mississippi,  Jackson,  Johnson  of 
Louisiana,  Kelly,  King  of  Alabama,  Lanman,  Lloyd 
of  Maryland,  Lloyd  of  .Massachusetts,  Lowrie,  Noble, 
Palmer,  Parrott,  Ruggles,  Seymour,  Smith,  Talbot, 
Taylor  of  Indiana,  Thomas,  Van  Dyke,  and  Wil- 
liams—29. 

NaT"— Messrs.  Bell,  Chandler,  DWolf,  Holmes  of 
Maine,  King  of  New  York,  Knigbt,  Macon,  and 
Mills— 18. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  recommitted  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  memorial  of  the  President,  Direct- 
ors, and  Company,  of  the  Merchants'  Bank,  in 
Providence,  Rhode  Island,  reported  a  bill  for  their 
relief;  which  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Barton,  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  were  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  memorial  of  Isaac  A.  Smith, 
and  others,  of  Florida,  presented  the  22d  De- 
cember. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Barton,  that  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands  be  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  petition  of  Charles  Mor- 
gan, presented  on  the  ISth  of  December,  it  was 
ordered  that  the  motion  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  29th 
December,  the  memorial  of  the  heirs  of  Joseph 
Chastang,  and  the  petition  of  Nicholas  Cook, 
agent  for  the  heirs  of  Nicholas  Baudin,  reported 
a  bill  confirming  the  claims  of  the  heirs  of  Nicho- 
las Baudin,  and  the  heirs  of  Joseph  Chastang,  to 
certain  tracts  of  land,  which  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Jackson,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  13th  in- 
stant, a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  rela- 
tion to  a  military  road  from  Fort  St.  Philip  to  the 
English  Turn,  made  a  report,  together  with  a  bill 
to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
cause  to  be  made  a  military  road  from  Fort  St. 
Philip,  on  the  river  Mississippi,  to  the  English 
Turn,  as  an  auxiliary  to  the  defence  of  New  Or- 
leans. The  report  and  bill  wore  read,  and  the 
bill  passed  to  the  second  reading,  and  the  report 


j  and  documents  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use 
!  of  the  Senate. 

i  The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
'  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition  of  Rezin 
I  Rawlings  and  John  Locke,  executors  of  Daniel 
Rawlings,  and  the  further  consideration  thereof 
I  was  postponed  to  Monday  next,  and  the  report 
ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Amasa  Stetson  was 
read  the  second  time. 
;      The  resolution  proposing  an  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  in  relation  to 
1  roads  and  canals,  was  read  the  second  time.* 
I      The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  final 
;  adjustment  of  land  claim.s  in  the  State  of  Mis- 
I  souri  and  Territory  of  Arkarjfes,  derived  from  the 
J  Governments  of  Frarice  and  Spain ;  and  the  fur- 
ther consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to,  and 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Monday  next. 
'      The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
I  Whole,  the   bill,   entitled   "An  act  to  alter  the 
^  times  of  holding  the  district  court  at  Mobile,  in 
j  the   District    ol    Alabama,"    together   with   the 
!  amendment  reported  thereto;  and  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed  to,  and  made  the 
j  order  of  the  day  for,  Monday  next. 
r      The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  resolution  to  authorize  the  Secretary 
of  the  Senate  to  employ  an  additional  engrossing 
j  clerk,  during  the  indisposition  of  Samuel  Turner, 
j  Jan.,  together  with  the  amendment  reported  there- 
j  to;  and  the  amendment  being  agreed  to,  the  res- 
olution was  reported  to  the  House,  and  ordered  to 
be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  lime,  as  amended. 
I      The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Garrett  Fountain  was 
I  taken  up,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.     It  pro- 
'  vides  payment  for  the  rent  of  a  store  occupied  by 
the   Government,  in    St.  Louis.     Mr.    Ruggles 
stated  the  grounds  of  the  claim.     The  bill  was 
then  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  passed  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  read  the  third  time. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  for  the  payment  of  prize  money  to  Lieu- 
tenant Francis  H.  Gregory,  and  others,  the  offi- 
cers and  crew  of  two  boats  which  captured  a  Brit- 
ish gunboat  upon  La4ce  Ontario,  was  taken  up  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole.  Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, stated  the  circumstances  of  the  case, 
and  remarked  upon  the  gallantry  of  the  exploit. 
Messrs.  Benton  and  Lloyd,  of  Maryland,  made 
some  remarks  upon  the  bill.  It  was  then  reported 
to  the  Senate,  and  passed  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time, 

SLOOPS  OF  WAR. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  consider,  as  m 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  bill  authorizing  the 
building  of  an  additional  number  of  sloops  of  war 
for  the  naval  service  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Parrott  said  that,  upon  examination  into 
this  subject,  he  had  found  that  the  Government 
had,  at  different  times,  built  twelve  or  thirteen 
vessels  of  the  description  proposed  to  be  built,  un- 
der this  act ;  that  this  class  of  vessels  were  of  the 
greatest  use,  both  in  peace  and  war ;  that  the  ex- 
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perience  of  the  last  year  furnishes  proof  enough  of 
their  utility.  The  outrages  committed  by  the  pi- 
rates in  the  West  Indian  seas  had  shown  the  ne- 
cessity of  vessels  of  such  a  size  as  were  best  fitted 
to  protect  our  commerce.  In  1803  Congress  had 
authorized  the  building  of  four  vessels  of  sixteen 


Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  did  not  rise  for 
the  purpose  of  opposing  the  postponement  of  the 
bill,  for  he  was  always  in  favor  of  giving  time 
for  inquiry,  but  he  wished  to  raise  his  voice  against 
building  any  public  vessels  by  contract ;  he  would 
not  vote  one  dollar  to  build  by  contract.     The 


guns,  in  1804  two  others  were  built,  and  in  1813  i  pernicious  effects  of  this  mode  of  building  had 


six  additional  vessels  of  the  same  class — making, 
in  the  whole,  twelve  vessels.  By  shipwreck,  de- 
cay, and  disaster,  a  considerable  portion  of  these 
vessels  were  lost ;  and  there  now  only  remained 


been  sufficiently  proved.     In  Great  Britain  public 
vessels  built  by  contract  had  frequently  rotted  be- 
fore they  were  off  the  stocks. 
Messrs.  Hol.me8  of  Maine,  Lloyd  of  Mary- 


three  or  four  of  them,  and  those  not  of  the  best  '  land,  Macon,  and  Lowrie,  each  made  a  few  re- 
kind.    By  passing  this  act,  Congress  would  only  i  marks  upon  the  subject,  and  the  motion  to  post- 
restore  the  former  number  of  sloops  of  war.     The  i  pone,  to  Tuesday  next,  prevailed, 
great  amount  of  our  trade  to  the  West  Indies,  re-  !  nvPTfi-o 

quiring  the  protection  of  the  Government,  could  |  OFFICLRS  OF  CONGRESS, 

be  protected  in  no  better  way  than  by  this  class  :  ^^r-  Seymour,  from  the  Committee  on  iheCon- 
of  vessels;  and  when  their  general  utility  and  '  tingent  Expenses  of  the  Senate,  to  whom  was 
efficiency  were  considered,  Mr.  P.  hoped  the  bill  ;  referred,  on  the  12lh  instant,  the  bill  to  revive  and 
would  not  be  opposed.  He  said  if  the  bill  should  i  continue  in  force  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  fixing 
pass,  that  probably  all  the  vessels  would  not  be  the  compensation  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate 
built  this  year,  and  that  the  money  would  not  be  '  *nd  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 
called  for  immediately;  probably  three  years  would  i  of  the  Clerks  employed  in  their  offices,  and  of  the 
elapse  before  the  ten  vessels,  authorized  by  the  Librarian,"  passed  April  18,  1818,  together  with 
bill,  would  be  completed.  ,  the   amendment   proposed   thereto,   reported    the 

Mr.  Chandler  had  no  objection  to  this  class  ^anie  with  an  amendment;  which  was  read, 
of  vessels;  but  he  thought  the  Navy,  both  in  re-  I  ^'r-  Sey.moi'R,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Con- 
spect  to  the  large  and  the  small  vessels,  was  about  tingent  Expenses  of  the  Senate,  to  whom  was 
to  be  increased  beyond  what  the  circumstances  of  referred,  on  the  15ih  instant,  a  resolution  directing 
the  country  require.  He  believed  that  if  five  ves-  an  inquiry  into  the  expediency  of  electing,  at  stated 
sels,  of  the  class  proposed  in  the  bill,  were  built,  periods,  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  the  Principal 
it  would  be  amply  sufficient.  He,  therefore,  moved  and  Engrossing  Clerks,  the  Sergeant-at-Arms, 
to  strike  out  the  word  "  ten"  from  the  bill.  and  Doorkeeper,  and  the  Assistant  Doorkeept-r  of 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  read  a  letter  from    *he  Senate,  made  a  report,  together  with  the  fol- 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Committee  on    lowing  resolutions: 

Naval  Affairs,  stating  it  as  his  opinion  that  the  Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  fhall  be 
economy  and  convenience  of  the  service  required  chosen  by  the  Senate  on  the  second  Monday  of  the 
an  addition  of  as  many  as  ten  vessels  of  this  class.  fn"«t  session  of  the  Nineteenth  Congress,  and  on  the 
Mr.  L.  made  some  few  remarks  in  support  of  the  second  Monday  of  the  first  session  of  every  Congress 
bill.     He  said  that  the  small  number  of^  navy  yards    thereafter. 

on  our  seacoast  rendered  it  probable  that  not  more  Resolved,  That  the  Sergeant-ai-.^rms  and  Door- 
than  five  or  six  of  the  vessels  would  be  built  the  ^^^P^r,  and  .\69wtant  Doorkeeper  of  the  Senate,  shall 
present  year,  if  the  act  passed  in  its  present  shape  ;  ^^  chosen  by  the  Senate  on  the  second  .Monday  of  the 
and,  consequently,  that  not  more  than  $400  000  ^'"^  "*•'<>"  of  'he  Nineteenth  Congress,  and  on  the 
or  ^0,000  of  the  money  would  be  wanted  within  I  *J"" "l  ^^"^'^^y  °f  '^^  ''^«»  »^»»''>'»  of  ^""y  Ccngreaa 
the  year,  and  thateconornyin  building  them  would    ^°^'"""*''- 

be  promoted  by  this  delay,  as  the  timber  could  be  '^^^  report  and  resolutions  were  read,  and  on 
purchased,  and  time  allowed  for  it  to  season.  .  motion  the  Senate  adjourned. 

Mr.  Smith  thought  the  Senate  ought  to  have  


soine  regard  to  the  finances  of  the  co\intry,  while 
acting  upon  bills  of  this  kind,  and  to  recollect 


.Monday,  January  26. 
Under  authority  of  a  resolution,  introduced  some 


that  this  specific  appropriation  was  over  and  above  .,,,,"  i. J  m  V  ^  "7'"»'°\i"»fO''""<J  ^ojne 
the  annual  appropriation  of  $500,000  for  the  in-  ^f/  h^""  ^^  Vk  ^1"^%^^  New  \  ork,  and  subse- 
crease  of  thi  Navy;  that  not  only  the  cost  of  T.T  ^  ^Tf  ^  '''?  Senate,  the  Vice  President 
building  these  vessels  should  be  taken  into  view  '  ^"^^"'^e,^^  l^-^^y^  ^^o^  the  Chair,  that  he  had 
but  also  the  annual  expense  of  supporting  th— '  '  ^^""P^"^"^  ^*»^  following  regulations: 


afterwards;  that  the  great  demands  upon  the 
Treasury,  for  the  disbursement  of  the  public  debt 
and  other  purposes,  should  be  considered.  He 
hoped,  if  the  bill  should  pass,  that  the  building  of 
these  vessels  would  not  be  confined  to  those  places 
where  the  navy  yards  were  established,  but  that 
contracts  would  be  made  in  other  ports,  in  order  : 


All  persons,  except  members  of  Congress,  and  the 
Secretary  of  the  'Senate,  and  Clerk  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  and  their  officers  and  assistants,  are 
excluded  from  the  Secretary's  otEcc. 

The  picture  room,  adjacent  to  the  ofRce  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Senate,  to  be  closed  while  the  Senate  are 
sitting. 


to  ffive  thpir  mpohanwc  <»  ck»         /  /k   'k  ' '       '^"  persons  offering  fruit  and  refreshments,  arc  cx- 

He^conc  uded  bv  rnnvint  .k'        .  °      ^^  ^""JT*    "'"'^*^  ''^^"^  '^'  P^^^g'^^  '<^«J«"K  ^°  »»^«  Senate,  and 
bill  ti^rTuesdav^Z      '         postponement  of  the  I  from  the  room,  set,  or  to  be  set  apart  for  their  use. 

'  '     '      No  persons,  except  members  of  the  Senate,  of  the 
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Hoase  of  Representatives,  and  the  Heads  of  the  De- 
partments, be  allowed  a  place  under  the  gallery,  and 
with  the  exception  of  the  members  of  the  House,  th^ 
Heads  of  Departments,  officers  of  the  Senate,  and 
stenographers,  that  no  person  be  allowed  a  place  upon 
the  floor  of  the  Senate,  unless  introduced  by  a  Senator. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  a  statement 
of  the  expenditures  of  the  appropriation,  made  by 
the  act  of  1819,  for  the  civilization  of  the  Indian 
tribes  adjoining  the  frontiers;  and  the  report  was 
read. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Department  of  War,  made 
in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  Congress,  passed  20th 
of  April,  1818,  exhibiting  the  names  of  the  clerks 
employed  in  that  Department  during  the  year 
1823,  and  the  amount  received  by  each;  and  the 
report  was  read. 

The  PRE.'iiDENT  laid  before  the  Senate  a  report 
of  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  made 
in  conformity  to  the  5th  section  of  the  act  of  Con- 
gress of  the  3d  March,  1809,  showing  the  expen- 
diture of  the  moneys  appropriated  for  the  contin- 
gent expenses  of  the  Military  Establishment,  for 
the  year  1823;  and  the  report  was  read. 

Mr.  Findlay  presented  the  memorial  of  Benja- 
min Mears,  and  others,  praying  an  additional  duty 
on  imported  iron,  and  on  certain  manufactures 
thereoi;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

.Mr.  Noble  presented  the  petition  of  John  Mont- 
gomery, praying  compensation  for  a  boat  impressed 
into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  during  the 
late  war.  The  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  Lan.ma.n  presented  the  petition  of  Thomas 
Sfaniford,  who  was  appointed  an  Assistant  Dep- 
uty Paymaster  General  during  the  late  war,  sta- 
ting that,  owing  to  the  destruction  of  his  vouchers 
by  fiie,  in  the  year  IS17.  he  has  been  prevented 
from  obtaining  a  credit  for  the  sums  expended  in 
the  public  service,  and  praying  the  passing  of  an 
act  to  authorize  the  equitable  settlement  of  his 
account'^.  The  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  HoL.MEs,  of  Maine,  from  the  Committee 
on  Finance,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  better 
to  secure  the  accountability  of  public  officers,  and 
others,  reported  it,  with  amendments  ;  which  were 
read. 

Mr.  Rl'ggles,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  17th  December,  the 
petition  of  Joseph  Forrest,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Joseph  Forrest;  which  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Lowrie  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Pensions  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  placing  James 
Morrow,  a  wounded  soldier  of  the  late  war,  upon  the 
pension  list. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Garrett  Fountain,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 


The  bill  rewarding  the  officers  and  crews  of 
two  gigs,  or  small  boats,  under  the  command  of 
Lieutenant  Francis  H.  Gregory,  of  the  United 
States  Navy,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  resolution  authorizing  the  temporary  em- 
ployment of  an  additional  engrossing  clerk,  in 
the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Claims,  on  the  petition  of 
Rezin  Rawlings  and  John  Locke,  executors  of 
Daniel  Rawlings,  deceased  ;  and  it  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

The  bill  allowing  a  drawback  on  the  exporta- 
tion of  cordage,  manufactured  in  the  United 
States  from  foreign  hemp,  was  read  the  second 
time. 

The  bill  regulating  the  transportation  of  gold 
and  silver  bullion,  specie,  and  jewels,  and  carry- 
ing of  passengers,  and  to  prohibit  the  receipt  of 
merchandise  in  the  public  vessels  of  the  United 
States,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  cause  to  be  made  a  military  road 
from  Fort  St.  Philip,  on  the  river  Mississippi  to 
the  English  Turn,  as  an  auxiliary  to  the  defence 
of  New  Orleans,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  President,  Direct- 
ors, and  Company,  of  the  Merchants'  IBank  in 
Newport,  Rhode  Island,  was  read  the  second 
time. 

The  bill  confirming  the  claims  of  the  heirs  of 
Nicholas  Baudin,  and  the  heirs  of  Joseph  Chas- 
tang,  to  certain  tracts  of  land,  was  read  the  sec- 
ond time. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
proceeded  to  consider  the  bill,  reported  by  the 
Committee  on  Pu^ic  Lands  for  the  final  adjust- 
ment of  land  claims  in  the  State  of  Missouri, 
and  Territory  of  Arkansas.  Mr.  Barton  stated., 
the  principles  of  the  bill.  Messrs.  Chandler 
and  Lowrie  made  some  remarks  upon  it,  and  it 
was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing motion  for  consideration  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands 
be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  authori- 
zing the  present  register  of  the  land  office  at  Opelou- 
sas,  Louisiana,  to  make  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury a  report  of  all  the  land  claims  filed  in  his  office,  in 
pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress, 
entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  the  several  acts 
for  the  adjustment  of  land  claims  in  the  State  of 
Louisiana,"  passed  11th  of  May,  1820,  and  to  per- 
form such  other  duties,  in  relation  to  the  said  claims, 
as  should  have  been  performed  by  the  former  register 
of  the  said  land  claims. 

The  bill  to  alter  the  time  of  holding  the  dis- 
trict court  in  Mobile,  in  the  State  of  Alabama, 
was  taken  up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  Mr. 
Kelly  proposed  some  amendments  in  the  details 
of  the  bill ;  which  were  remarked  upon  by  Mr. 
King  of  New  York,  and  Mr.  Barbour,  and 
agreed  to  by  the  Senate.  Mr.  Kelly  then  stated 
the  propriety  of  passing  this  bill,  as  being  neces- 
sary for  the  judicial  convenience  of  the  people  of 
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the  State  of  Alabama.  The  bill  was  reported  to 
the  Senate,  and  passed  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  extend  the  time  limited  for  the  settlement 
of  private  land  claim?  in  the  Territory  of  Flor- 
ida ;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Eaton,  it  was  re- 
committed to  the  Coqajnittee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  resolution  reported  by  the  Committee  on 
the  Contingent  Fund,  providing  for  the  biennial 
election  of  the  officers  of  the  Senate,  was  taken 
up  for  consideration.  Some  remarks  were  made 
upon  it  by  Messrs.  Lanman,  Mills,  and  Holmes 
of  Maine.  A  motion  by  Mr.  Lanman  to  post- 
pone the  subject  indefinitely  was  lost;  and  the 
resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  S.MiTH  gave  notice  that  he  should  ask  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  gradual  supply  of  can- 
non, bombs,  and  howitzers,  for  the  foriidcaiions. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Mill.s,  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  on  the  petition  of  Amasa 
Stetson,  and  the  documents  relating  thereto,  were 
ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 


THE  MARQUIS  DE  L.\F.\YETTE. 
Mr.  Hayne,  of  South  Carolina,  from  the  se- 
lect committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolu- 
tion in  relation  to  an  intended  visit  of  the  Marquis 
De  Lafayette  to  the  United  Sfates,  reported  the 
following  amended  resolutions: 

The  Marquis  De  Lafayette  havinjj  expressed  his 
intention  to  revisit  this  country: 

Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repreaenia- 
tiveaofthe  United  States  nf  America  in  Congress  as- 
sembled.  That  the  President  be  requested  to  commu- 
nicate to  him  the  assurances  of  grateful  and  affection- 
ate attachment  sttil  cherished  for  him  bv  the  GoTern- 
ment  and  people  of  the  United  States. 

And  be  it  further  resolved,  I'hat,  whenever  the  Pre- 
sident shall  be  informed  of  the  time  when  the  Marquia 
may  be  ready  to  embark,  that  a  national  ship  (with 
luitable  accommodation)  be  employed  to  bring  him  to 
the  Lnited  States. 

The  resolution  having  been  read 

Mr.  Hayne  said,  that  the  committee,  to  whom 
these  resolutions  were  referred,  had  directed  him 
to  repori  them  m  a  shape  which,  it  is  believed 
Will  meet  the  wishes,  and  accord  with  the  views' 
of  every  gentleman  in  this  House.  I  may,  said 
he,  be  permitted,  individually,  to  indulge  this  hope 
not  only  from  the  character  of  the  pro{>osition,  but 
also  irom  the  unanimity  which  pre^-^iled  in  the 
committee,  composed,  as  it  was,  with  the  single 
exception  of  him  who  now  addresses  you,  of  states- 
men and  soldiers  of  the  Revolution;  men  who 
have  tought  and  bled,  or  suffered,  in  the  cause  of 
heir  country,  and  whose  opinions  are  entitled  to 
the  highest  respect. 

I.AI'm  Tl^T'  '""I  ^^''  "^^•'^'='  ^^d  a  ™«re  de- 
lightful duty  to  perform,  than  that  of  reporting 

these  resolutions  in  honor  of  the  Marquis  be  La- 

thr^'r'^'°l"*'°°'  '°''"^^^  »°  gi^'e  expression  to 
he  feelings  ot  veneration  and  attachment  which 

LhpST  '..^^  the  United  Slates  have  always  cher- 
ished for  that  gallant  soldier  and  devoted  patriot. 


After  an  absence  from  this  country  of  nearly  half 
a  century,  his  services  are  still  "freshly  remem- 
bered.' while  his  virtues  are  enshrined  in  every 
American  heart.     There  are  men  still  left  among 
us,  who  were  his  companions  in  arms,  or  who 
from  their  high  stations  in  the  public  service  wit- 
nessed his  exertions  in  the  field.     I  behold  some  of 
them  now  around  me,  occupying  seats  in  this  Hall 
and  honoring,  by  their  presence,  the  counciU  of 
their  country;  men,  whose   heads   have    indeed 
been  bleached  by  the  revolution  of  many  Winters 
but  whose  hearts  time  has  had  no  power  to  chill! 
Their  bosoms  still  swell  with  patriotic  emotions 
and  the  warm  current  of  unbroken  affection  rushes 
strongly  towards  the  friends  of  their  youth,  and 
their  old  companions  in  arm.t.     Perhaps  there  ex- 
ists no  stronger  tie  than  that  which  binds  the  pa- 
triot and  soldier  to  those  with  whom  he  ha.^  shared 
common  dangers,  and  achieved  common  victories 
^>uch  men,  said  Mr.  H..  will  excuse  me,  the  mem 
bers  of  this  honorable  body  will  indulge  me,  while  I 
dwell,  for  a  few  moments,  on  the  character  and 
services  of  the  gallant  Lafayette.     We  are  it  is 
true,  no  strangers  to  his  history,  yet  we  may  recall 
some  of  the  incidents  of  his  lile  with  perfect  satis- 
faction, as  few  men  have  ever  exhibited  .so  much 
purity  in  motive,  and  .so  much  virtue  in  conduct. 
The  era  of  the  American  Revolution  found  the 
Marquis  Lafayette  a  young  man,  (only  nineteen 
years  of  age,)  in  attendance  at  the  Court  of  his 
sovereign,  the  King  of  France.     A  nobleman  by 
birth,  of  a  distinguished  family,  and  the  heir  to  a 
large  fortune,  he  might  be  said,  in  the  language 
oj  Lord  Byron,  to  have  been  '^  bred  an  aristocrat." 
1  hat  the  earliest  reflections  of  such  a  man  should 
have  made  him   aspire   to  the   character  of  the 
benefactor  of  mankind  ;  that  his  \ery  first   step 
.^hould  have  placed  him  by  the  side  of  patriots  and 
heroes  who  were  fighting  the  battles  of  freedom, 
establishes  beyond  all  question  that  he  was  a  man 
'  ca.st  in  no  common  mould."    While  other  noble- 
men of  his  age  and  standing  were  swelling  the 
pomp  and   pageantry  of  power,  he  resisted   the 
blandishments  of   the    Court;    closed   his    breast 
against    the   influence  of  pleasure;  tore   himself 
Irom  his  kindred  and  his  native  land,  to  vindicate, 
in  America,  the  rights  of  man.     It  is  recorded  by 
the  historians  of  the  day,  that  the  American  Com- 
missioners at  Pans,  in  consequence  of  an  unfavor- 
able turn  in  the  tide  of  our  affairs,  strongly  dis- 
suaded   the    youthful   .soldier    from    takincr   that    " 
decisiv-e  step,  and  it  is  positively  asserted,  that  the 
French  Monarch,  so  far  from  encouraging  the  en- 
terprise, actually  issued  orders  for  his  arrest    They 
were  unavailing;  for  what  obstacles  are  insuper- 
able to  the  noble  in  soul— the  firm  in  heart--the 
steadfast  in  purpose  7     Lafayette  fitted  out  an  ex- 
pedition at  his  own  private  expense,  and  embarked 
himseil  and  his  fortunes  in  the  cause  of  freedom. 
He  arrived  at  Charleston  early  in  1777,  and  not- 
withstanding his  extreme  youth,  was  immediately 
appointed  by  Congress  a  Major  General  in  the 
American  Army.    From  that  period  to  the  termi- 
nation of  the  contest,  he  performed,  with  extraor- 
dinary zeal  and  fidelity,  all  the  duties  incident  to 
his  exalted  station,  and  proved  himself,  on  all  oc- 
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casions,  a  high-minded  and  accomplished  gentle- 
man, a  gallant  .soldier,  and  a  consummate  Captain. 
At  the  battle  of  Brandywine,  he  freely  shed  his 
blood  in  our  service,  and  in  the  campaign  of  1781, 
he  was  intrusted  by  Washington  with  the  com- 
mand of  a  separate  army  for  the  defence  of  Vir- 
ginia. He  fulfilled  that  high  duty  to  the  perfect 
.satisfaction  of  the  Commander-in-Chief,  and  to 
the  admiration  of  the  whole  country.  It  is  suffi- 
cient praise  to  say  that,  on  that  occasion,  he,  with 
a  very  inferior  force,  bafiied  the  skill,  and  frus- 
trated the  plans  of  the  "all-accomplished  Corn- 
wallis." 

All  who  knew  Lafayette  during  the  Revolution, 
bear  united  testimony  to  his  uncommon  merit. 
Tiie  histories  of  that  day  are  filled  with  instances 
of  his  gallantry  and  good  conduct.  But  why 
multiply  proofs  ?  His  best  eulogy  was  embraced 
in  a  single  sentence:  Washington  tens  his  friend ! 
Witness  the  letter  written  by  his  own  hand  while 
President  of  th?  United  States,  to  the  Emperor  of 
Germany,  (soliciting  the  release  of  the  .Marquis 
from  the  prison  into  which  he  had  been  thrown,) 
breathing  in  every  line  a  brotherly  affection  ;  and 
in  which  he  declares,  "that  his  friendship  for  the 
Marquis  Lafayette  has  been  constant  and  sincere." 
Washington  never  forgot — he  never  ceased  to 
love  him;  and  his  last  will  affords  evidence  that 
he  cherished  tor  him  feelings  which  not  even  the 
prospect  of  death  could  extinguish.  Lafayette 
did  not  leave  our  shores  until  he  had  seen  us  a 
free  and  fndependent  nation  :  and  from  that  mo- 
ment to  the  present,  he  has  claimed,  as  the  proud- 
est of  his  titles,  that  of  an  American  citizen. 

I  will  pass  over  the  troubles  in  which  he  has 
been  constantly  involved  sincehis  return  to  France, 
with  the  single  remark,  that  it  will  be  recorded 
by  the  candid  historian  of  this  eventful  age,  that, 
amidst  scenes  of  blood,  in  which  unhappy  France 
has  been  steeped,  the  hands  of  Lafayette  were  un- 
stained ;  and  though  surrounded  by  temptations, 
before  which  the  best  hearts  and  best  minds  of 
Europe  have  fallen,  he  has  "  held  fast  his  integ- 
rity to  the  end."  The  United  States  have  at  no 
period  been  unmindful  of  the  debt  which  they  owe 
to  the  Marquis  Lafayette.  They  have  recorded 
their  gratitude,  not  merely  by  repeated  votes  of 
thanks,  but  by  more  substantial  deeds;  nor  should 
it  ever  be  forgotten,  that  it  was  an  American 
citizen  who  opened  the  doors  of  his  dungeon  at 
Olmuiz. 

Let  it  not  be  supposed  that  these  resolutions  are 
superfluous,  or  that  they  add  nothing  to  the  ex- 
pressions of  the  national  gratitude.  The  moral 
effect  of  measures  of  this  character  is  very  great. 
They  act  on  public  opinion,  (that  lever  by  which 
the  modern  world  is  moved ;)  they  purify  public 
feeling  and  ennoble  public  sentiment,  teaching  the 
rising  generation  the  great  lessons  of  patriotism 
and  of  duty.  Republics  have  been  charged  with 
ingratitude,  and  Europeans,  ignorant  of  the  whole 
structure  of  our  Government  and  the  course  of 
our  policy,  have  supposed  that  the  charge  is  justi- 
fied by  our  own  example.  But,  when  it  shall,  at 
some  future  period,  come  to  be  known  abroad  how 
the  United  States  have,  on  all  occasions,  acted 


towards  the  Marquis  Lafayette;  when  it  shall  be 
understood  that,  in  addition  to  the  other  proofs  of 
our  gratitude,  (which  I  am  not  disposed  here  to 
enumerate.)  we  approached  him  in  his  old  age 
with  the  expressions  of  our  affectionate  attach- 
ment; it  may  perhaps  be  acknowledged  that  there 
can  be  no  better  inheritance  than  the  gratitude  of 
a  free  people. 

There  is  another  view  of  this  subject,  said  Mr. 
H..  entitled  to  some  weight.  It  is  the  moral  effect 
of  the  proposed  measure  on  our  own  country.  No 
one  acquainted  with  the  American  character,  can 
doubt  that  the  Marquis  Lafayette  will  meet  with 
such  a  reception  here  as  is  due  to  the  friend  of 
Washington.  He  will  be  met  by  the  few  survi- 
vors of'  the  Revolution,  (his  former  companions 
in  arms,)  with  the  warmth  of  an  old  and  tried 
affection ;  he  will  find  in  the  hands  of  some  of 
them  the  treasured  memorials  of  his  ancient  friend- 
ship ;  he  will  be  greeted  with  enthusiasm  by  rail- 
lions  of  freemen.  How  enviable  will  be  the  feel- 
ings of  that  venerable  man,  when,  in  traversing 
this  great  Republic,  he  shall  behold  every  where 
the  triumph  of  order,  peace,  political  and  religious 
liberty,  unexampled  prosperity,  and  unequalled 
happiness?  and  when  he  shall  feel,  and  know, 
and  hear  it  every  where  acknowledged,  that  these 
blessings  are  in  part  the  fruit  of  his  efforts! 

The  Marquis  Lafayette  has  signified  his  wish 
to  visit  our  country.  He  must  not  be  suffered  to 
approach  it  as  an  undistinguished  stranger.  He 
must  come  protected  by  the  flag  under  which  he 
has  so  often  fought,  and  so  often  conquered. 

The.se  resolutions  are  worthy  of  the  National 
Legislature;  they  will  find  a  resporvse  in  every 
American  bosom.  I  hope,  I  trust,  they  will  pass 
the  Senate  as  they  have  done  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, by  a  unanimous  vote. 

The  happiest  moment  in  the  life  of  the  Mar- 
quis Lafayette  was  probably  that  when,  finding 
that  France  had  acknowledged  the  independence 
of  the  United  States,  he  rushed  into  the  presence 
of  Washington,  and  throwing  himself^  on  the 
bosom  of  his  friend,  burst  into  a  flood  of  patriotic 
tears.  But,  should  we  pass  this  resolution,  he  is 
destined  to  experience  still  more  exalted  happiness, 
when  he  shall  be  assured,  by  the  unanimous  vote 
of  the  American  Congress,  "of  the  grateful  and 
affectionate  attachment  still  cherished  for  him  by 
the  Government  and  people  of  the  United  States," 
and  when  he  shall  be  hailed  by  ten  millions  of 
freemen  as  their  benefactor. 

Mr.  Chandler  expressed  his  assent  to  the  reso- 
lution as  reported  by  the  select  committee.  It 
was  unanimously  passed  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time ;  and,  subsequently,  had  its 
third  reading,  by  general  consent,  and  passed. 


Tuesday,  January  27. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a  report 
of  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  State, 
prepared  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  the  Sen- 
ate of  the  first  of  March  last,  exhibiting  the  fac- 
tories, in  each  State,  emplo/ed  in  manufacturing 
for  sale  such  articles  as  would  be  liable  to  duties 
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if  imported  from  foreign  countries.  The  report 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of 
the  Senate. 

Mr,  FiNDLAY  presented  the  memorial  of  James 
Kilton,  and  others,  the  memorial  of  Matthew 
Davjs,  and  others ;  the  memorial  of  Cyrus  Jacobs, 
and  others;  the  memorial  of  Aaron  Erwin,  and  i 
others ;  also,  the  memorial  of  John  Dowlen,  and 
others  ;  severally  praying  additional  duties  on  im- ' 
ported  iron,  and  on  certain  manufactures  thereof. 
The  memorials  were  read,  and  severally  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufac- 
tures. 

Mr  Van  Bdren  presented  the  petition  of  Con- 
rad Ten  Eyck,  of  Detroit,  in  the  Territory  of 
Michigan,  praying  indemnification  for  a  quantity 
of  merchandise:  of  which  he  was  plundered  by 
the  Chippewa  Fndians,  during  the  late  war ;  and 
lor  which  It  was  their  intention  to  provide  by  a 
supplemental  article  of  a  treaty,  concluded  be- 
tween the  said  Indians  and  the  Commissioner 
acting  on  behalf  of  the  United  States.  The  pe- 
tition was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
ClaiiDs. 

Mr.  picKERsoN  presented  the  i>etition  of  Eliz- 
abeth McParland,  praying  relief,  in  consideration 
of  the  wounds  received  bv  her  husband  at  the 
battle  of  Chippewa,  and  of  which  he  has  since 
died. 

Mr.  RuGGLEs,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims 
to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  26th  December,  the 
memorial  of  Walter  S.  Chandler,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Walter  S.  Chandler ;  which  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading.  ' 

Mr.  King  of  Alabama,  from  the  Committee  on 
1  ublic  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  fifth 
January,  the  petition  of  Peter  H.  Hobart  and 
Lewis  Judson,  reported  a  bill  confirming  the  claim 

t^t  f  i"-.""^r  ?"^  ^'^''  ^^^^^  '^  «  "rtain 
tract  of  land;  which  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 

P  iV"  *^''^«' of  Alabama,  from  the  Committee  on 
i-ublic  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the.5lh 
instant,  the  petition  of  Charles  Parent,  reported  a 
bill  confirming  the  claim  of  the  heirs  and  le^^al 
representatives  of  Charles  Parent  to  two  tracis'of 

readiU  "^^^  '^^'^'  """"^  P*''\^  ^"^  '*'*'  '^^°°^ 

tPP^n^'n  r'r,'^^  ^^'-  ^^^  ^^'«^^'  ^he  Commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciary  were  discharged  from  the  fur- 

an7  Inhn  p' w°M-^^  '^'  P"^'''°"  °f  J^™^^  Hunter 
on^h:3L^■^ecemtr°"  ''"""^^  ^"'^  '''''''' 

.J'I'kuV^^-^'^''^  ^"^  obtained  leave  to  bring 
ind  hnw^  r^'  gradual  supply  of  cannon,  bombs, 
and  howiiz,  for  the  fortifications  ;  which  was  read 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading.  ' 

thp  Ofirh    "^l"  preceded  to  consider  the  motion  of 

esuS'ai^.'V'  °"^"  °i  "-^  -i'V.  'he  Senate 
umed,  as  m  Comrailtee  of  the  Whole,  the  coii- 
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sideration  of  the  bill  to  abolish  imprisonment  lor 
debt  ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Mills,  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to,  and  made 
the  order  of  the  day  for,  Friday  next. 

The  bill  to  alter  the  time  of  holding  the  district 
court  in  Mobile,  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  final  adjustment  of  land  claims 
in  the  State  of  Missouri,  and  Territory  of  Arkan- 
sas, under  French  and  Spanish  titles,  was  taken 
up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  After  some  de- 
bate in  which  Messrs.  Barton.  Chandler,  King, 
of  IVew  York,  Lowrie,  and  Benton,  took  part 
the  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  passed  to 
be  engro:^sed,  and  read  the  third  time. 

LAND  CLAIMS  L\  LOUISIANA. 

The  following  resolution,  proposed  yesterday  by 
Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  was  taken  up  for  coo- 
sideration  : 

"Heso/rtd,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
authorizing  the  present  register  of  the  land  offic^,  at 
Upelouaa^  Louisiana,  to  make,  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  a  report  of  all  the  land  claims  tiled  in 
his  office,  in  pursuance  of  the  proYisions  of  an  act  of 
Congress  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  the  sey- 
eral  acts  for  the  adjustment  of  land  claims  in  the  State 
of  Louisiana  passed  Uth  May.  IB-iO;  and  to  per- 
form such  other  duties  in  relation  to  said  claim..  .. 
should  have  I.een  performed  by  the  former  register  of 
the  said  land  olTico. 

Mr.  JoHNBON,  in  support  of  his  resolution,  re- 
rnarked   that,  by  the  act  of  1S20,  the  registers  of 
the  land  offices  at  New  Orleans,  Opelousas,  and 
Ouachita,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  were  requir- 
ed to  receive  notices,  in  writing,  of  all  land  claims 
in  their  respt'ctive  districts,  which  had  not  previ- 
ously  been  hied  and  acted  on,  with  such  evidence 
as  might  l>e  offered,  with  respect  to  them  :  and  to 
make,  to   the  Secretary  of  the   Treasury,  on  the 
first  dav  of  January  thereafter,  a  report  of  all  the 
claims  hied  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  the 
said  act.     He  said,  that  the  registers  at  New  Or- 
leans, and  at  Ouachita,  faithfully  performed   the 
duties  required  of  them  by  the  law  alluded  to,  and 
that  their  reports  were  acted  upon  by  Congress  at 
the  last  session.     But  he  regretted   that  he  was 
constrained  to  say,  that  the  former  register  at  Ope- 
lousas had  grossly  violated  his  duty,  and  that  the 
people  of  the  district  had,  in  consequence,  been 
subjected  to  great  inconvenience.     No  report  had 
yet  been  received  from  him  ;  and  as  he  was,  some 
time  since,  appointed   to  another  office,  it  is  be- 
lieved, by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  that  the 
register  now  in  office  is  not  authorized  to  make 
the  report  contemplated  by  the  act  alluded  to    The 
object  of  his  resolution,  therefore,  he  said,  is,  to 
obtain  an  act  giving  the  necessary  authority  to  the 
present  register. 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 


SLOOPS  OF  WAR. 
The  Senate  proceeded,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Who  e,  to  consider  the  bill  authorizing  an  addi- 
tional number  of  sloops  of  war,  for  the  naval  ser- 
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vice  of  the  United  States.  On  motion  of  Mr. 
Lloyo,  of  Massachusetts  the  bill  was  amended, 
by  inserting  the  words,  "  as  soon  as  suitable  ma- 
terials can  be  procured,"  and,  also,  by  striking  out 
the  clause  respecting  the  sum  to  be  appropriated. 

Mr.  LLOYn,  of  Massachusetts,  rose  in  support  of 
the  bill.  He  went  generally  into  a  consideration  of 
the  merits  of  the  bill,  and  gave,  at  length,  an  illus- 
tration of  the  usefulness  and  gallantry  of  the  Navy 
of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  expediency  of  in- 
creasing the  Naval  Establishment,  by  the  addi- 
tion of  the  ten  sloops  of  war  proposed  in  the  bill, 
whether  considered  in  reference  to  a  due  appor- 
tionment, or  classification,  of  the  naval  force  of 
the  United  States  ;  as  a  school  for  the  preparation 
of  officers  for  higher  and  more  important  com- 
mands ;'  and  as  a  measure  of  economy,  to  prevent 
the  employment  of  the  larger  vessels  for  the  pro- 
tection of  our  commerce,  on  our  own  coasts,  in 
the  Mediterranean,  and  in  the  Pacific ;  and  con- 
cluded by  expressing  his  hope,  that  as  many  of  the 
sloops  of  war  should  l>e  authorized  to  be  built 
forthwith,  as  suitable  materials  can  be  provided 
for ;  and  that  preparation  be  made  for  building 
the  remainder,  not  exceeding  ten,  the  year  ensuing. 

Mr.  Chanoler  was  still  opposed  to  this  bill — he 
had  no  objection  to  an  augmentation  of  the  naval 
force,  so  far  as  it  was  necessary — but  he  thought 
it  better  not  to  build  vessels  faster  than  the  service 
required  ;  and  that  five  vessels  would  be  as  many 
as  were,  at  this  time,  necessary. 

Mr.  Smith  had  no  objection  to  providing  that 
the  materials  for  buitffing  the  vessels  in  question, 
should  be  prepared — for  he  thought  it  highly  ne- 
cessary that  the  timber  should  be  seasoned — and 
he  presumed  the  attention  of  the  Navy  Department 
would  be  confined  to  the  purchase  of  the  timber 
only,  at  present.  He  thought  it  was  not  necessary, 
at  this  time,  to  go  into  a  consideration  of  the  ser- 
vices rendered  by  the  Navy.  Those  who  were 
once  opposed  to  the  Navy,  had  now  become  its 
friends.  At  one  time,  there  had  been  a  general 
antipathy  towards  a  Navy;  particularly  among 
the  persons  then  composing  one  of  the  great  parlies 
in  the  country  ;  he,  himself,  had  always  been  in 
favor  of  it.  A  short  time  before  the  war,  the  sub- 
ject was  brought  before  Congress:  and  a  very 
able  investigation  was  made.  He  had  no  doubt, 
at  that  time,  but  the  general  voice  of  the  nation 
was  in  favor  of  a  navy  ;  but  still  an  antipathy 
was,  in  some  parts  of  the  country,  entertained 
against  it.  But  nearly  all  had  now  become  friendly 
to  it.  The  late  war  had  obviously  shown  the  ne- 
cessity of  a  Navy.  By  that  war,  it  had  been  fully 
confirmed  that,  when  we  met  on  eijual  terms,  we 
were  fully  competent  to  cope  with  any  enemy,  on 
the  ocean.  The  battles  on  Lake  Erie  and  Cham- 
plain  had  fully  refuted  all  theories  against  anaval 
force.  The  principal  part  of  our  glory  in  that  war, 
was  gained  upon  the  water.  He  believed  the  de- 
scription of  vessels  referred  to  in  this  act  was  very 
uselul — that  they  furnish  employment  for  our 
young  officers,  which  he  considered  a  verv  im- 
portant circumstance.  Our  seamen  are  always 
ready  for  service — but  not  so  with  the  officers — 
they  require  practice,  and  knowledge  of  seaman- 


ship, and  to  be  accustomed  to  command — these 
qualifications  are  only  to  be  obtained  in  service. 
In  this  way  they  are  prepared  for  maintaining  the 
glory  which  the  country  has  already  obtained. 

But  still  it  is  possible  we  may  go  too  far  in  the 
business  of  increasing  the  Navy.  It  is  always  an 
indispensable  duty  to  Iceep  an  eye  on  the  finances 
of  the  country.  Congress  should  not  go  to  such 
expenditures  on  account  of  the  Navy,  as  to  make 
that  unpopular,  which  was  now  popular.  This 
consideration  iiad  induced  him  to  make  the  re- 
marks on  this  subject,  which  he  made  to  the  Sen- 
ate the  other  day.  And  he  felt  glad  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  had  seen  fit  to  amend 
the  bill,  so  as  to  take  the  sense  of  the  Senate  upon 
his  view.  Mr.  S.  said,  he  did  not  precisely  agree 
with  the  honorable  member,  in  regard  to  the  sit- 
uation of  the  financial  concerns  of  the  country. 
The  probable  balances  in  the  Treasury  could  not 
always  be  considered  as  being  at  the  disposal  of 
Congress.  When  certain  sums  are  appropriated 
for  expenditures,  they  may  be  spent  within  the 
year;  and,  therefore,  future  balances  cannot  be 
safely  calculated  upon.  It  was  stated  that  there 
would  not  be  more  than  nine  millions  in  the  Trea- 
sury on  the  1st  January,  1825.  If  the  law  for 
purchasing  seven  per  cent,  stock  should  be  taken 
advantage  of  by  the  holders  of  the  slock,  these 
purchases  would  require  a  part  of  that  amount. 
The  Comr^issioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  will 
have  a  right  to  demand  nine  millions  from  the 
Treasury.  To  meet  all  the  demands,  at  least  fif- 
teen millions  will  be  necessary,  on  the  1st  January, 
1825;  and,  to  raise  this  sum,  a  loan  may  be  ne- 
cessary. If  the  present  appropriation  were  re- 
duced to  one-half  the  amount  at  first  proposed,  he 
thought  it  probable  not  more  than  half  this  re- 
duced sum  would  be  required,  during  the  present 
year  ;  and,  thus  modified,  he  should  be  willing  to 
vole  for  the  bill. 

Mr.  LowRiE  said,  he  had  not  yet  obtained  the 
information  to  which  he  had  alluded,  when  this 
subject  was  before  the  Senate  some  days  since, 
and  was  riot  quite  satisfied  to  vote  for  the  bill. 
He  wished  to  know  what  disposition  was  to  be 
made  of  these  vessels,  if  built.  He  believed  those 
which  we  had  already,  of  the  same  class,  had 
been,  for  a  considerable  part  of  the  time  since  the 
war,  out  of  employ  ;  and,  if  this  were  the  case,  it 
certainly  could  not  be  necessary  to  increase  the 
number.  If  the  vessels  were  absolutely  requisite, 
for  the  good  of  the  service,  he  would  be  willing 
to  vote  for  building  them  ;  even  if  it  was  neces- 
sary to  borrow  money  for  the  purpose.  He  thought, 
however,  that  bills  of  this  nature,  making  large 
appropriations,  ought  to  originate  in  the  other 
House. 

Mr.  Parrott  made  a  few  remarks  in  favor  of 
the  bill,  and  in  confirmation  of  his  observations, 
when  the  bill  was  before  under  consideration. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hayne,  the  bill  was  post- 
poned to  Friday  next,  and  made  th^  order  of  the 
day. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  Kelly  ;  and, 
on  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned. 
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Wednesday,  January  28. 

When  the  Senate  came  to  order,  the  Vice  Pre- 
sident slated  that  a  melancholy  event  which  had 
occurred  since  the  session  yesterday,  (the  death 
of  a  relative  of  his  family,)  would  prevent  his  at- 
tendance this  day — and  Mr.  Gaillard  was  called 
to  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Noble  presented  the  petition  of  George 
Sutton,  and  others,  foreigners,  stating  their  inten- 
tion to  become  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and 
praying,  for  certain  reasons,  that  their  naturaliza- 
tion mav  be  accelerated.— Referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  ilie  Judiciary. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  made  in  obedi- 
ence to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  of  the  19lh 
instant,  transmitting  a  communication  from  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  in  re- 
lation to  the  progress  made  in  completing  the 
maps  required  by  a  former  resolution  of  the  Senate. 
Mr.  Parrott  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
President  and  Directors  of  the  Alexandria  Turn- 
pike Company,  praying  authority  to  collect  toll 
from  foot  passengers.  The  memorial  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

Mr.  Findlay  presented  the  memorial  of  Joshua 
Garsed,  of  Frankford,  Pennsylvania,  praying  ad- 
ditional duties  on  the  importation  of  certain  arti- 
cles, of  which  flax  is  the  material  of  chief  value.— 
Thfe  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce  and  Manufacture."?.  ' 
The  bill   for   the   gradual  supply  of  cannon,  : 
bombs,  and  howitz,  for  the  fortifications,  was  read  I 
the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  ' 
Military  Affairs. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Walter  S.  Crfandler 
was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  confirming  the  claim  of  the  heirs  and 
legal  representatives  of  Charles  Parent  to  two 
tracts  of  land  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  confirming  the  claim  of  Peter  S.  Ho-  , 
bart  and  Lewis  Judson,  to  a  certain  tract  of  land, 
was  read  the  second  time.  j 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the  ' 
Whole,  the  bill  to  revive  and  continue  in  force  an  ' 
act,  entitled  "An  act  fixing  the  compensations  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  of  the  clerks  employed 
in  their  offices,  and  of  the  Li bTTrian,"  passed  18th 
April  1818,  together  with  the  amendment  re- 
jwned  thereto;  and,  on  motion,  it  was  laid  on  the 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Amasa  Stetson 
and  lue  further  consideration   thereof  was  post- 


poned until  to  mor7ow:^"""""   "''""    "''  ^''''' 

WhnrP^r^^'7""''^'  ^'  in  Committee  of  the 
ihecll^^t  ;"'°^"V^'\. proposing  an  amendment  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  m  relation 

th/ubt.'      ""'^'  '  '"'  ''  ^^^  ^^^-^'^  '^  ^^ol 

the^Whol?ti'  ^^^V^l'^'l"'^'  ^'  •"  Committee  of 

ne  V\  hole,  to  consider  the  bi  I  the  better  to  secure 

the  accountability  of  public  officers.    Mr  HolmeL! 


of  Maine,  stated  the  object  of  the  bill  in  detail  • 
and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Parrott,  it  was  post- 
poned, and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday 
next. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Hanson  Kelly  was 
taken  up,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  reported 
to  the  Senate  without  amendment,  and  passed  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
VVhole,  the  bill  allowing  a  drawback  on  the  ex- 
portation of  cordage  manufactured  in  the  United 
States  from  foreign  hemp;  and  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed  to,  and  made  the 
order  of  the  day  for,  Tuesday  next. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed  a 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal 
representatives  of  John  Michael,  deceased ;"  in 
which  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 
wT^^  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  regulating  the  transportation  of 

i  gold  and  silver  bullion,  specie,  and  jewels,  and  to 
prohibit  the  receipt  of  merchandise,  m  the  public 

,  v^sels  of  the  United  States;  and  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed  to,  and  made  the 
order  of  the  day  for,  Tuesday  next. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Merchants'  Bank 
of  ^ewport,  Rhode  hiand  ;  the  bill  to  c^firm  the 
title  of  Nicholas  Baudin  and  Joseph  Chastang  to 
a  certain  tract  of  land ;  and  the  bill  for  the  relief 
ot    i5amuei    \\  harton,   were   severally   taken   up 

!  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  reported  to  the 
Senate  without  amendment,  and  passed  to  a  third 

I  reading. 

i,rT^*  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
1  Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Forrest- 
[  and  It  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  ' 

The  bill   from   the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  John  Michael,  deceased,"  was  read 
and  passed  to  a  second  reading.  ' 

The  bill  for  the  final  adjustment  of  land  claims 
in  the  btate  of  Missouri  and  Territory  of  Arkan- 
:  sas,  derived  from  the  Governments  of  France  and 
I  Spain,  had  its  third  reading.     On   the  question  of 
passing  the  bill,  Mr.  J^owrie  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays,  which  were  as  follows: 

r^'w ';!Tn^*'""^,  ^^'^ouT,  Barton,  Benton,  Brown. 
D  WolJ  Elliott.  Gaillard,  Holme,  of  MiMiwipp,,  Jack- 
son, Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Knight,  Lloyd  of  Majaa- 
chuaetta  M.con  ^-oble,  Ru??le».  Seymour,  Smith, 
1  albot,  1  aylor  of  Indiana,  Thoraaa,  Van  Dyke— 21 

lVAT»-.Vle.ar..  Bell.  Chandler.  Clayton.  Dickeraon, 
Edward,  of  Connecticut.  Findlay,  Havne.  Holme,  of 
Maine,  Kinp  of  .New  York,  Lanman.'  Lowrie.  Milla, 
ralraer,  and  Van  Buren — 14. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

MILITARY  ROAD 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted btates  to  cause  to  be  made  a  military  road 
from  Port  St  Philip,  on  the  river  Mississippi,  to 
the  English  Turn,  as  an  auxiliary  to  the  defence 
of  ^ew  Orleans  was  taken  up  for  consideration. 
A  considerable  debate  took  place,  in  which  Messrs. 
CHANDLER,   JACKdoN,    JoHNsoN,   of   Louisiana 
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Kino,  of  New  York,  Holmes,  of  Maine,  Smith, 
Mills,  Macon,  Benton,  and  Brown,  engaged. 
The  bill  was  supported  on  the  ground  that  the 
road  contemplated  is  absolutely  necessary  to  ren- 
der Fort  St.  Philip  useful  as  a  means  of  defence; 
that  fortification  being  at  present  accessible  only 
by  water,  which  mode  of  communication  is  found 
extremely  inconvenient  for  the  transportation  of 
cannon  and  other  munitions  of  war,  and  renders 
the  garrison  peculiarly  defenceless  in  time  of  war. 
It  was  also  contended  that  this  bill,  proposing  the 
construction  of  a  road  for  purposes  purely  and 
solely  military,  does  not  come  within  the  purview 
of  the  great  question  of  Constitutional  power,  on 
the  part  of  Congress,  to  construct  roads  and  ca- 
nals. On  the  other  hand,  it  was  argued  that,  if 
the  road  were  indeed  for  military  purposes  exclu- 
sively, it  should  be  constructed  by  the  troops  of 
the  United  States,  or  from  the  proceeds  of  the 
public  lands  contiguous  to  it,  without  calling  for 
appropriations  from  the  Treasury.  The  bill  was 
oDjected  to  as  immediately  involving  the  question 
upon  the  power  of  Congress  to  make  roads  ;  as,  in 
its  course,  it  was  contemplated  to  pass,  for  a  con- 
siderable distance,  through  lands  belonging  to  in- 
dividual citizens  of  the  State  of  Louisiana;  and 
it  was  thought  best  by  some  members  that  the 
conjideration  of  it  should  be  postponed  until  the 
question  of  Constitutional  power  should,  in  some 
shape,  be  decided.  The  bill  was  finally  laid  upon 
the  table. 


Thdrsoay,  January  29. 

The  Presioent  communicated  a  letter  from 
the  Governor  of  the  Territory  of  Florida,  trans- 
mitting a  copy  of  the  laws  passed  at  the  last  ses- 
sion of  the  Legislative  Council  of  that  Territory; 
which  was  read. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Hanson  Kelly  ;  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  the  President,  Directors,  and  Com- 

fany  of  the  Merchants'  Bank  of  Newport,  Rhode 
sland  ;  the  bill  confirming  the  claim  of  the  heirs 
of  Nicholas  Baudin  and  Joseph  Chastang  to  a 
certain  tract  of  land  ;  and  the  bill  fo^  the  relief  of 
Samuel  Wharton,  were  severally  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Brown,  from  the  select  committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  authorize  the  laying  out  and  open- 
ing certain  public  roads  in  tha  Territory  of  Fior- 
rida,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

The  bill  Irom  the  House  of  Representatives,  en- 
titled "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  represent- 
atives of  John  Michael,  deceased,"  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  en- 
titled "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Wharton," 
wa-^  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  presented  the  petition 
of  Samuel  Ward,  praying  the  passage  of  a  law 
authorizing  the  renewal  of  a  final  settlement  cer- 
tificate, alleged  to  have  been  lost.  The  peti- 
tion was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 


Mr.  FiNULAY  presented  the  petition  of  Samuel 
White,  of  Pennsylvania,  praying  indemnification 
for  losses  sustained  and  expenses  incurred,  whilst 
performing  military  duty  in  the  late  war  with 
Great  Britain,  as  a  Captain  in  the  fifth  regiment 
of  Pennsylvania  militia;  the  petition  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  King,  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Walter  S.  Chandler  was  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  further  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon. 

Mr.  Dickerson,  from  the  Committee  on  the   * 
Library,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  pro- 
posing the  purchase  of  five  copies  of  Lucas's  Uni- 
versal Atlas,  reported  a  resolution,  authorizing  the 
purchase  of  one  copy  of  that  work. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  received 
yesterday,  respecting  the  progress  made  in  com- 
pleting certain  maps,  required  by  a  resolution  of 
the  Senate,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Chanuler  presented  the  petition  of  Moses 
Wing,  of  Maine,  praying  an  increase  of  pension  ; 
the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Senate 
resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  con- 
sideration of  the  resolution  proposing  an  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  of  tlie  United  States,  as 
it  respects  the  choice  of  Representatives  in  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  the  election  of 
the  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
Stales,  together  with  the  amendment  reported 
thereto  by  the  select  committee,  Mr.  Lanman  in 
the  Chair;  and,  on  motion, the  consideration  there- 
of was  further  postponed  to,  and  made  tht  order 
of  the  day  for,  to-morrow. 

AMENDMENTS  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

The  resolution  reported  by  the  select  committee 
on  the  several  amendments  to  the  Constitution, 
which  provide  that  no  person  shall  be  eligible  to 
the  Presidency  for  more  than  eight  years,  was  taken 
up  for  consideration,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
Mr.  Lanman  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Dickerson  observed  that  the  amendment 
now  proposed,  he  had  the  honor  to  o£fer  to  the  Sen- 
ate, near  the  close  of  the  last  session,  in  connexion 
with  another  proposed  .amendment,  as  it  respected 
the  choice  of  Electors  of  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.  It  has  been  deemed 
more  correct  to  separate  these  propositions,  that, 
each  may  be  discussed  on  its  own  merits.  At  the 
last  session,  the  amendment  now  under  considera- 
tion underwent  some  discussion,  and  appeared  to 
meet  with  no  opposition  from  any  quarter,  al- 
though, for  want  of  time,  no  decision  was  had 
upon  it.  And  the  committee  of  seven,  to  which 
it  was  lately  submitted,  were  unanimously  in  favor 
of  its  adoption.  It  must  appear  strange  that  the 
principle  of  this  amendment  was  not  adopted  in 
the  original  Constitution.  That  it  was  not,  is 
owing  to  circumstances  which  it  would  be  diffi- 
cult, and  perhaps  not  very  important,  to  explain. 

In  the  Federal  Convention,  there  was  probably 
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no  question  of  more  intrinsic  difficulty,  than  that 
of  giving  to  the  Chief  Executive  that  exact  de- 
gree of  power  which  the  interest  and  safety  of  the 
country  might  require,  without  infringing  upon 
the  rigid  principles  of  Republican  Government. 
On  this  subject,  the  opinions  of  gentlemen  were 
at  opposite  point>.  Some  were  for  an  Executive 
during  good  behavior,  or  for  life,  with  extensive 
powers,  that  would  have  made  our  Government 
an  elective  monarchy.  Others  were  for  restricting 
his  powers,  according  to  the  maxims  of  Roman 
jealousy.  The  course  adopted  was  an  interme- 
diate on.;. 

No  idequate  limitation   being  fixed  as  to  the 
time  o»  extent  of  the  authority  of  the  Supreme 
Executive,  the  natural  tendency  of  our  system  is 
to  increase  and  perpetuate  power  in  that  branch  ! 
of  ourGovernLn.?nt.     That  this  result  has  not  been  I 
pracNCallv  felt,  is  not  to  be  attributed  to  our  Con-  ' 
stitution,  but  to  tue  virtues  of  the  illustrious  slates-  ' 
men  who  have  presided  over  the  councils  of  this  I 
nation. 

We  should  always  be  fearful  of  introducing  new 
principles  into  our  Constitution;  but  there  is  no- 
thing new  in  the  amendment  now  proposed.  It 
is  as  old  at  least  as  the  Constitution  itself  Mr. 
Randolph,  of  Virginia,  in  the  Convention,  pro- 
posed that  no  person  should  be  elected  President 
of  the  United  States  a  second  time.  The  term  of 
^rvice  then  in  contemplation  was  seven  years. 
This  proposition  was  adopted-— eight  States  volinT 
for  it,  one  against  it,  and  one  divided.  The  mJ- 
position  of  Mr.  Patcrson.of  New  Jersey,  contained 
a  similar  provision. 

On  the  tith  of  August,  1787,  a  Committee  of  the 
Convention  reported  a  draught  of  a  ConMituiion 
containing  this  provision.  This  draught  was  re- 
committed, and  in  a  month  afterwards,  reported  as 
an  amended  draught ;  but  this  important  provision 
lor  some  mysterious  cause,  had  disappeared— and 
IS  no  more  to  be  found  in  the  journals  of  the  Con- 
vention. 

A  proposition  had  been  submitted  by  a  delegate 
from  New  York,  that  must  have  created  a  aTeat 
sensation  in  the  Convention.  It  was,  thaf  the 
Senate  and  Chief  Executive  should  be  elected  to 
serve  during  good  behavior,  that  is,  for  life.     The 

t^hie!  Executive  to  be  vested  with  extensive  powers 
—so  as  to  make  him  an  elective  monarch.  It  is 
to  be  presumed  that  this  plan  met  with  but  little 
countenance  in  the  Convention,  but  the  delegate 
from  New  York  would  not  have  made  his  propo- 
sition without  an  assurance  of  some  support  *  It 
probably  served  to  defeat  the  views  of  tLse  who 
were  anx-.ous  to  limit  the  term  of  service  of  the 

PxrrpL  '?'"'•  ^^^  P'^"  ^'^^P^^^  ''^^"•ded  both 
extremes-leaving  one  party  to  hope  that,  by  some 


future  amendment,  the  principle  they  advocated 
might  be  adopted.  The  other  to  hope  that  our 
system  of  Government,  from  its  natural  tendency, 
would  in  time  become  in  substance,  if  not  io  form' 
an  elective  monarchy.  ' 

On  the  ratification  of  the  Constitution  by  the 

States,   several   of  them   proposed   amendments. 

Virginia  proposed  that  no  person  should  be  capable 

of  serving  as  President  of  the  United  States  more 

I  than  eight  years  in  sixteen.     North  Carolina  pro- 

.  posed  the  same.     New  York  proposed  that  no  per- 

I  son  sholild  be  eligible  a  third  time  as  President  of 

the  United  Slates ;  which  is  precisely  what  is  now 

I  proposed. 

j      The  illustrious  example  of  Washington,  Jeffer- 
I  son,  and  Madison,  of  retiring  to  the  walks  of  pri- 
i  vale  life,  after  filling,  for  ei^ln  years,  the  most  im- 
portant office  wiihin  the  gilt  of  the  people,  has  ac- 
quired, in  some  degree,  the  force  of  law;  and  this 
IS  strengthened  by  all  the  weight  of  public  opinion. 
But  neither  illustrious  example,  nor  public  opinion, 
can  restrain  ambiiion,  when  combined  with  power! 
They  are  not  law,  but  may  point  out  most  dis- 
tinctly what  the  law  should  be.     And  they  do,  in 
the  most  impressive  manner,  admonish  us,  while 
the  danger  is  yet  remote,  to  adopt  the  proposed 
.  "    jr  Cc 


thlZV^'  ^''^  ^"'y-  '^^^'  °"'»  '""^'O"  '°  strike  out 
the  words  seven  vear«    ttka  «<>..»   ^e  . 

for  thi.  Phi^f  pI'     .   '  ^         ^^''"   °^  service  proposed 
lor  the  Chief  Execut.Te,)  and  insert  durine  eood  be- 
havior, it  was  decided  in  the  negative  :   New  Jer-ev 
Pennsy  vania,  Delanrarp  .r>  i  v    *     •  ^     Jersey, 

of  if    nn,     M  w      '      "^  ^  "-ginia.  voting  in  favor 

KotVr       I        't*'*'!'''''"'    Connecticut,    Maryland 
U      1    ";"%?,*'"'^  Carolina,  and  Georgia  agamai 
^^— Journals  of  Convention,  page  \85.  ^ 


amendment,  as  a  permanent  part  of  our  Constitu- 
'  lion. 

j  In  many  of  the  States,  their  Executive  can  serve 
but  for  limited  periods.  And  this  regulation  has 
been  found  sound  in  principle  and  safe  in  practice. 
The  Slate  Executives,  ihu>  limited,  possess  but 
liule  power;  yet  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  with  his  immense  patronage,  i.«.  not  res- 
trained  by  this  salutary  limitation.  In  some  parts 
of  our  Consiiiution,  we  may  see  traces  of  the  jeal- 
ous maxims  of  the  ancient  Republics;  but  in  the 
elecuon  and  power  of  our  Chief  Magistrate,  where 
the  applicaiion  of  such  maxims  was  most  wanted, 
we  perceive  nothing  of  ihe  kind. 

A  candidate  for  the  Presidency  mu^t  be  a  native 
citizen,  or  a  citizen  at  the  adoption  of  the  ConsU- 
lutioii  ;  must  be  ihirty-five  years  old,  and  a  resi- 
dent within  the  United  Slates  fourteen  years  pre- 
viously to  the  election.  No  further  conditions  are 
required. 

A  General,  at  the  head  of  our  armies,  may  be  a 
candidate  for  the  Presidency,  and  no  doubt  will 
be  so,  at  some  future  period,  when  our  army,  from 
Its  numbers,  shall  be  dangerous  to  our  libertie.s. 

In  Rome,  during  the  time  of  the  Republic,  two 
consuls  were  elected,  each  a  check  upon  the  other. 
They  were  chosen  for  a  single  year.  JSo  one  could 
be  elected  before  the  age  of  forty-two.  But  a  law, 
to  which  Rome  was  indebted  lor  ages  for  her  lib- 
erty, was  this,  that  no  one  could  sue  for  the  con- 
sulship unless  personally  present,  and  in  a  private 
capacity. 

Pompey  suffered  a  law  to  pass,  by  which  Julius 
CjEsar  was  permitted  to  sue  for  the  consulship 
while  absent,  and  at  the  head  of  a  victorious  and 
powerful  army,  and  Cicero  lent  the  aid  of  his  elo- 
quence 111  favor  of  this  measure.  Pompey  soon 
discovered  his  error,  and  endeavored  to  counteract 
the  effects  of  his  rashness,  but  it  was  too  late.     He 
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was  overwhelmed,  and  the  liberties  of  Rome  for- 
ever lost. 

This  period  of  the  Roman  history  furnishes  us 
with  the  most  instructive  lessons,  and  none  more 
so  than  the  profound  dissimulation  of  Octavius 
Citsar,  in  his  insidious  and  successful  march  to 
monarchy.  When  he  had  subdued  all  his  en- 
emies, and  had  under  his  command  an  array  that 
could  instantly  crush  any  resistance  to  his  power, 
he  professed  a  willingness  to  relinquish  his  au- 
thority, and  restore  the  ancient  Republic  ;  and  the 
honest  Agrippa,  to  whom  he  was  more  indebted 
for  success  than  to  any  other  man,  advised  him  to 
do  50.  But  he  listened  with  more  complacency 
to  the  advice  of  his  friend  Macanas,  who  per- 
suaded him  that  he  ought  to  consult  the  advan- 
tage of  the  country,  rather  than  his  own  repose, 
and  that  he  could  not  lay  down  his  power  with 
safety  to  the  country  or  to  himself 

In  the  Senate  he  absolutely  offered  to  resign  his 
authority,  modestly  alleging  that  to  govern  such 
an  Empire  was  a  task  to  which  the  Gods  alone 
were  equal.  The  Senate,  as  he  knew  they  would 
do,  besought  him  not  to  relinquish  the  administra- 
tion. He  yielded  to  their  solicitation,  and  con- 
sented to  be  considered  as  Prince  of  the  Senate 
for  ten  years,  and  to  administer  the  affairs  of  the 
Government  with  them  for  that  period,  by  which 
lime,  it  was  presumed,  peace  and  prosi>erity  would 
be  restored  to  the  commonwealth  ;  and  this  ridic- 
ulous farce  of  relinquishing  his  power  was  acted 
over  and  over,  at  the  expiration  of  every  ten  years, 
during  his  long  reign,  and  he  was  per>uaded  to 
retain  his  authority  by  Senators  who  held  their 
lives  and  fortunes  at  his  will  and  pleasure.  Even 
the  dele-ted  and  gloomy  tyrant  Tiberius  made  a 
show  of  resigning  his  power,  but  the  Senate  en- 
treated him,  in  the  most  humble  manner,  to  accept 
the  administration  of  the  Government,  and  not 
reject  a  task  lu  which  he  alone  was  equal.  Tibe- 
rius, overcome  by  the  importunities  of  all  around 
him,  yielded  to  iheir  entreaties,  and  condescended 
to  lake  upon  him  tlie  labor  of  the  Government, 
purely  to  satisfy  their  wishes,  and  not  his  own  ; 
adding,  that  he  would  keep  it  only  till  they  should 
think  fit  to  give  repose  to  his  old  age.  He  was 
then  fifty-six  years  old.  He  soon  found  an  infa- 
mous repose  for  his  old  age  in  the  island  of  Cap- 
ra; ;  but  he  never  resigned  his  power  but  with  his 
breath.  Modern  history  would  furnish  us  with 
lessons  equally  impressive,  were  it  necessary  to 
cite  ihem. 

Although  there  seems  to  be  no  opposition  to 
this  resolution,  yet,  by  some,  it  may  be  thought 
unnecessary;  that  the  principle  it  contains  is  so 
firmly  established  as  not  to  need  the  aid  of  a  Con- 
stitutional provision.  The  illustrious  example  of 
Washingto.n,  Jefferson,  and  Madison,  has  ac- 
quired the  moral  but  not  the  absolute  force  of  law 
—a  force  that  will  yield  to  the  first  pressure  of 
ambition  and  power.  Our  Presidents  have  retired 
from  power  after  holding  their  important  offices 
for.eight  years.  Their  characters  afford  the  most 
positive  assurance  that,  in  this,  they  were  govern- 
ed by  patriotic  motives — ruolives  which  would 
have  produced  the  same  determinations  at  much 


earlier  periods  of  their  lives,  under  similar  cir- 
cumstances.    It  is,  however,  a  fact,  that  no  one 
of  them  has  retired  before  the  age  of  sixty-four  or 
sixty-five.     Ambition,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  begins  to 
subside  at  this  period,  and  the  approach  of  the  in- 
firmities of  old  age  admonish  us  to  retire  from  the 
bustle  and  care  of  public  life.      But  suppose  a 
young,  ardent,  ambitious  man  to  be  elected  Presi- 
dent,  at  the  age  6f  thirty-six— his   eight  years 
would  expire  at  the  age  of  forty-four— precisely 
at  that  period  of  life  when  he  could  be  most  use- 
ful to  his  country  and  to  his  friends— would  he 
willingly  follow  the  example  of  our  illustrious 
Chief  Magistrates  ?     If  he  did,  it  would  probably 
be  by  retiring,  not  at  the  expiration  of  eight  years' 
service,  but  on  his  reaching  the  age  of  sixty-four 
or  sixty-five  years.     He  would  be  easily  persuaded 
by  his  friends  that  the  good  of  his  country  abso- 
lutely required  that  he  should  remain  in  office ; 
and  li"  he  possessed  talents  to  make  the  most  of 
his  patronage  and  power,  he  would  secure  his  re- 
election as  often  as  he  should  think  proper.     And 
this  rule,  once  broken,  although  consecrated  by 
the  example  of  Washington,  Jefferson,  and 
Madison,  would  never  after  have  the  least  effect. 
Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  thought  there  could  be 
no  danger  in  adopting  an  amendment  like  this, 
whicii  goes  to  restrain  power,  whatever  objection 
might  be  urged  against  increasing  the  authority 
of  Government.      At  this  time  it  was  peculiarly 
proper  to  consider  such  a  subject,  when  there  is 
no  danger  from  the  want  of  this  restraint.    When 
we  have  a  President,  popular,  young,  ambitious, 
and  with  all  the  influence  attached  to  his  office, 
he  might  offer  imaginary  dangers,  as  an  excuse 
for  attempt  at  re-election.     The  restriction  he  con-  * 
sidered  a  salutary  one. 

Mr.  Barbour  did  not  rise  to  oppose  the  amend- 
ment, for  he  thought  favorably  of^  it,  but  he  rose 
to  express  the  views  which  he  believed  were  en- 
tertained by  those  who  proposed  the  amendment. 
It  would  be  perceived  that  the  resolution,  at  pre- 
sent, proposed  that  no  person,  after  havino^  been 
twice  elected  President,  shall  be  again  efigible. 
Mr.  B.  made  some  rernarks  upon  this  restriction, 
and  concluded  by  moving  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment, so  as  to  provide  that  no  person  should  be 
elected  for  more  than  two  terms  successively. 
This  provision,  he  thought,  would  sufficiently  do 
away  the  apprehension  of  any  danger  from  con- 
tinuity in  office. 

Mr.  DicKERsoN  opposed  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Barbour.  He  thought  that  no  individual  ought 
to  be  elected  to  the  highest  office  of  the  Govern- 
ment, in  any  case,  for  more  than  iwo  terms. 

Mr.  Barbour  replied.  He  contended  that,  after 
one  election,  and  a  subsequent  return  to  private 
life,  the  individual  ought  not  to  be  disfranchised, 
and  deprived  of  the  right  to  be  elected.  He  in- 
stanced the  examples  of  the  distinguished  indi- 
viduals, at  present  living,  who  have  filled  the 
office;  living,  too,  as  far  as  he  could  ascertain, 
from  his  intimate  knowledge,  of  all  but  one  of  those 
individuals,  and  from  having  read  the  public 
writings  of  the  other,  with  their  mental  powers 
unimpaired  by  the  ravages  of  time.     Such  men, 
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he  thought,  ought  not  to  be  proscribed  from  a  re- 
election. 

Some  further  debate  took  place  between  Messrs. 
DicKERsoN,  Barbour,  and  Holmes,  of  Maine. 

Mr.  Macon  said,  the  example  of  the  illustrious 
men  who  had  filled  the  office  of  President,  clearly 
showed  their  opinions  on  this  subject;  that  several 
of  them  had  been  solicited  to  take  the  office  again, 
but  had  declined  it;  that  all  men  who  rendered 
great  services  to  their  country,  would  inevitably 
meet  with  the  love  and  gratitude  of  the  people; 
that  there  was  a  timedn  the  life  of  men  advanced 
in  years,  when  they  begin  lo  fear  a  failure  in  their 
faculties,  but,  when  that  lime  has  passed,  they  lose 
all  doubt  of  their  capacity  and  competency.  For 
this  reason  there  ought  to  be  restraints  in  the  Con- 
stitution, as  to  the  time  for  which  persons  shall  be 
eligible  to  the  office  of  President.  Mr.  M.  was  m 
favor  of  the  resolution  as  reported  by  ihe  commit- 
tee, in  preference  to  the  amendment  proposed  by 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Barbour's 
amendment,  which  was  lost. 

The  original  resolution  was  then  reported  to  the 
Senate,  without  amendment,  and  patsed  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  read  the  third  time. 


Friday,  January  30. 
,     Mr.  RuGGLEs,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims 
reported  unfavorably  on  the  petition  of  William' 
W.  Wilson.     The  report  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

\^i-. '^^^^OR,  of  Indiana,  from  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs,  reported  the  bill  for  the  relief 
ol  James  Johnson,  without  amendment.  The  re- 
port, accompanying  the  bill,  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  LowRiE  presented  the  memorial  of  David 
ptts,  and  others,  praying  that  additional  duties 
be  imposed  on- imported  iron  and  steel,  and  on  all 
manulaciures  thereof;  he  also  presented  the  me- 
morial of  James  Lambert  and  others,  of  Roger 

fw'.?"'^°Ti'"''''^"'°''°Saunderlandandolher.s, 
of  W.lliani  King  and  others,  of  John  Gaunt  and 
others,  and  of  James  McEwen  and  others,  all  of 
the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  severally 
praying  that  the  tariff  may  be  so  modified  as  to 
anord  that  protection  to  manufactures  which  is 
aflorded  to  commerce.  The  memorials  were  sev- 
erally read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Eato.v,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
l^ands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  extend  the  time  limited  for  the  settlement 
01  private  land  claims  in  the  Territory  of  Florida  " 
reported  it  without  amendment;  which  was  or- 

S    '°  ^P""'e^  ^"f  '^^  «^se  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  fc..,  troin  the  same  committee,  to  whom  was 

nf  l"h^'r  i^^29th  of  December  last,  the  pe^itTon 
of  John  Forbes  and  Company,  reported  a  bill,  re 
leasing  a  certain  tract  of  land   to  the  heirs  'and 
^gal  representatives  of  John  Forbes;  and  the  bill 
was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  readin-. 

WhoTp  ;f'' K!/''"?'rV^^  '"^  Commiifee  of  the 
Whole,  the  biU  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt; 


and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky 
the  consideration  thereof  was  further  postponed' 
to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Monday 
next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
I  Whole,  the  bill  to  authorize  the  building  of  an 
additional  number  of  .^iloops  of  war  for  the  naval 
service  of  the  United  Slates;  and,  on  motion  by 
Mr.  Hayne,  the  consideration  thereof  was  further 
postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for 
Tuesday  next.  '        ' 

.\MENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

The  resolution  proposing  an  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  so  as  to  provide 
"  that  no  person,  having  been  twice  elected  to  the 
office  of  President,  shall  again  be  eligible  to  that 
office,"  was  read  the  third  tinje,  and  the  question 
on  passing  the  same  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays 
as  follows :  ' 

Yeas— Meurs.  Barhour.  Barton,  Bell,  Benton 
Chandler,  Clayton,  D'Wolf,  Dickeraon,  Eaton.  Elli- 
ott, Findlay,  Gaillard.  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Maine, 
Holmes  of  Mississippi,  Jackson.  Johnson  of  Kentucky' 
Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Kelly,  King  of  .\labama.  Lan- 
man,  Lowrie,  McIIvaine,  .Macon,  Mills,  Noble.  Pal- 
mer, RugRles,  Smith,  Talbot.  Taylor  of  Indiana, 
Thomas,  Van  Buren,  Van  Dyke,  Ware,  and  Wil- 
liams— 36. 

Nats— Messrs.  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Knight, 
and  Seymour — 3. 

So  11  was  resolved,  two-thirds  of  the  Senators 
present  concurring,  that  this  resolution  pass,  and 
that  the  title  thereof  be,  a  "  Resolution  proposing 
an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  as  it  respects  the  election  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States." 

The  resolution  reported  by  a  select  committee 
of  the  Senate,  proposing  an  amendment  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  in  relation  to 
the  election  of  President  and  Vice  President,  and 
of  Representatives  in  Congress,  was  taken  up  for 
consideration,  as  m  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  question  was  declared  to  be  upon  a  resolu- 
tion proposed  by  Mr.  Benton,  as  an  amendment 
to  that  reported  by  the  select  committee.  Mr.  B.'s 
amendment  proposes  to  divide  the  country  into 
districts,  each  district  having  a  vote  for  President 
and  Vice  P/esident,  that  vote  to  be  decided  by  the 
ballots  of  the  people,  in  primary  assemblies,  with- 
out any  intermediate  Electors;  and  in  case  of  no 
choice  by  the  people,  then  lo  be  decided  by  the 
House  of  Representatives,  as  at  present. 

Mr.  B.  went  into  an  able  argument  in  consid- 
eration of  the  various  other  modes  of  election,  and 
in  support  of  that  contained  in  his  resolution. 
Before  Mr.  B.  had  concluded,  the  Senate,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Mills,  (made  in  consequence  of  the 
apparent  fatigue  of  the  Speaker,)  adjourned  to 
Monday  next. 


MoNOAY,  February  2. 

Agreeably    to   notice  given,  Mr.  HoL-vitd,  of 

Maine,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 

to  provide  for  the  .security  of  public  money  in  the 

hands  of  clerks  of  courts,  attorneys,  and  marshals, 
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and  their  deputies ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  a  second  reading. 

The  President  communicated  a  letter  from 
the  Navy  Department,  transmitting  copies  of  the 
Navy  Register,  for  thv  use  of  the  Senate;  which 
was  read. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  -Massachusetts,  submitted  the 
following  motion  for  consideration  : 

Reached,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs, 
of  the  Senate,  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  pres- 
ent state  and  circumstances  of  the  Navy  Hospital 
Fund;  and  whether  any,  and.  if  any,  what,  further 
provision  is  necessary  to  carry  into  effect  the  wise  and 
humane  objects  of  the  Government,  in  relation  to  the 
said  fund  ;  with  leave  to  report  thereon  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

Mr.  Edwards,  of  Connecticut,  presented  the 
memorial  of  George  Hallam,  and  others,  mer- 
chants, and  underwriters,  of  New  London,  in  Con- 
necticut, praying  indemnification  for  depredations 
committed  on  their  commerce  bv  the  public  and 
private  armed  vessels  of  France,  from  the  year 
17K3  to  18(X).  The  memorial  was  read,  and'  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  Macon  presented  the  memorial  of  Henry 
Harvey,  and  others,  of  Newbern.  and  of  John 
Macarylan,  of  Wilmington,  North  Carolina,  sev- 
erally praying  indemnification  for  depredations 
committed  on  their  commerce  by  the  public  and 
private  armed  vessels  of  France,  from  the  year 
1793  to  1800.  The  memorials  were  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 
Mr.  Smith  presented  the  memorial  of  Harrison 
^J'*  Sterret,  and  others,  auctioneers,  of  the  city 
of  Baltimore,  praying  that  no  duty  may  be  im'- 
posed  on  sales  by  auction  ol  British  or  other  for- 
eign manufactures;  which  was  read.  He  also 
presented  the  memorial  of  William  Lorman,  and 
others,  manufacturers  and  mechanics,  of  the  city 
of  Baltimore,  praying  an  increase  of  duty  on  cer- 
tain imported  fabrics,  and  a  dutv  of  ten  i>er  cent, 
on  foreign  fabrics,  when  sold  at  auction ;  which 
was  read— The  memorials  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

.Mr.  S.  presented  the  petition  of  Julius  Willerd 
and  Thomas  Childs,  representing  that  they  hare 
invented  a  gun.  called  -  Infanlillery."  of  great 
efficiency  in  an  army  as  an  instrument  of  offence 
or  defence;  and  praying  Congress  to  authorize 
the  purchase  of  their  patent  for  the  use  of  the  ' 
Government ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  Mills  presented  the  memorial  of  William 
Davis,  and  others,  of  Plymouth,  and  of  William 
Bartlett,  and  others,  of  Newburyport,  .Massachu- 
setts, praying  indemnification  for  depredations 
committed  on  their  commerce  by  the  public  and 
private  armed  vessels  of  France,  from  the  year 
1793  lo  1800.  The  memorials  were  read,  and  ' 
referred  lo  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

.Mr.  Findl.w  presented  the  memorial  of  Nehe-  ' 
miah  Sleeper,  and  others,  umbrella  manufacturers, 
of  Philadelphia,  praying  a  drawback  of  duties' 
on  the  exportation  of  urtjbrellas  ;  which  was  read,  ' 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  i 
.Manufactures. 

iSth  Con.  1st  Scsri 6 


I  Mr.  LowRiE  presented  the  memorial  of  John 
'  Greemer,  and  others,  of  the  city  and  county  of 
Philadelphia,  praying  that  a  duty  of  ten  per  cent, 
may  be  imposed  on  sales  at  auction  ;  which  was 
read,  &nd  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce 
and  Manufactures. 

.  -^Ir- /^''.andler,  from  the  Committee  on  Mil- 
itary Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  20th 
ultimo,  the  petition  of  John  Pritchard,  made  a  re- 
port, accompanied  by  a  resolution,  that  the  prayer 
of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

Mr.  Barton,  from  the  Committee' on  Public 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  regulate  the  surveying  of 
;  the  public  and  private  lands  in  the  southern  part 
I  of  Alabama;  which  was  read,  and  passed  to  a 
;  second  reading. 

I  Mr.  Barton,  from  the  sarneTcomraittee,  to 
whom  was  referred,  on  the  2Gth  December  last, 
the  petition  of  Andrew  Henshaw,  made  a  report, 
accompanied  by  a  resolution,  that  the  prayer  of 
the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

The  report  and  resolution  were  read,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Barton,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Thomas  F. 
Riddick,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas 
F.  Riddick,  of  the  State  of  Missouri ;  and  the  bill 
was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Barton,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  the  subject  was  referred,  by  resolution  of 
the  Senate  of  12th  December  last,  reported  a  bill 
supplementary  to  -'An  act  to  perfect  certain  lo- 
cations in  Missouri,'-  passed  April  26,  1822  ;  and 
tjie  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 
{  The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam Wilson  ;  and  it  was  postponed  until  to- 
morrow. 

The  bill  releasing  a  certain  tract  of  land  to  the 
heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  John  Forbes, 
was  read  the  second  time. 

PRIVATEER  PENSION  FUND. 
Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  the  subject  was 
referred  on  the  loth  ultimo,  by  a  resolution  of  the 
Senate,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  ex- 
tending the  term  of  pensions  granted  to  persons 
disabled,  and  to  the  widows  and  orphans  of  those 
who  have  been  slain,  or  who  have  died  in  conse- 
quence of  wounds,  or  casualties,  received  while  in 
the  line  of  their  duty  on  board  the  private  armed 
ships  of  the  United  S'ates,  during  the  late  war; 
and  the  report  and  bill  were  read,  and  the  bill 
passed  to  a  second  reading.  The  report  was  or- 
dered to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate.  It 
is  as  follows: 

^  That,  by  a  law  of  the  United  States,  paued  June 
26,  1812,  entitled  "An  act  concerning  letters  of 
marque,  prizes,  and  prize  goods,"  it  was  enacted  that 
two  per  centum  on  the  net  amount,  after  deducting 
all  charges  and  expenditures  of  the  prize  money  arising 
from  captured  vessels  and  cargoes,  and  on  the  net 
amount  of  the  salvage  of  vessels  and  cargoes,  recap- 
lured  by  the  private  armed  vessels  of  the  United 
States,  shall  be  secured  and  paid  over  to  the  collector, 
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if  such  captured  or  recaptured  vessel  may  arrive   in 
the  United  States,  or  to  the  consul  or  public  agent  of 
the  United  States,  residing  at  the   port  or  place  not 
within  the   United  States,  at  which  such  captured  or 
recaptured  vessels  may  arrive ;  and  the  money  arising 
therefrom  shall  be  held,  and  is  hereby  pledged,  by  the 
Government  of  the   United   States  as  a  fund  for  the 
support  and  maintenance  of  such  persons  as  may  be 
wounded  or  disabled  on  board  the  private  armed  ves- 
sels of  the  United  Slates,  in  any  engagement  with  the 
enemy,  to  be  assigned  and  distributed  in  such  manner 
as  may,  thereafter,  be  by  law  provided  ;  that,  by  a  law 
of  the  United  States,  passed  February  13,   1813,  enti- 
tled "An  act  regulating  pensions  to  persons  on  board 
of  private   armed   ships."   the  Secretary  of   the  Navy 
was  required  to  place  on  the  pension  list,  under  the 
like  regulations  and  restrictions  as  are  used  in  relation 
to  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  any  officer,  seaman, 
or  marine,  who,'  on  board  any  private  armed  ».hip  or 
vessel,  bearing  a  commission  of  letter  of  marque,  shall 
have  been  wounded,  or  otherwise  disabled  in  any  en- 
gagement with  the  enemy,  and  to  allow  certain  rates 
of  pensions,  therein  prescribed,  payable  from  the  said  [ 
fund,  and  troii  no  other  ;  which  said  last  mentioned 
act  wa*  explained  by  an   act   passed  August  2,  1813,  j 
entitled  "An  act  to  amend  and  explain  the  act  regu-  I 
lating  pensions  to    persons   on    board   private    armed  ! 
vessels  ;"  and  that,  by  another  act,  passed   March  3,  I 
1814,  entitled  "  An  act  giving  pensions  to  the  orphans 
and  widows  of  persons  slain  in  the  public  or  private  I 
armed  vessels   of  the   United  States,"  pensions  were  ' 
authorized  to  be  granted,  for  the  term  of  five  years,  to  I 
the  widows,   and.  in  certain   ca-es.   the   children,  of  I 
those  who  shall  die,  or  shall  have  died  since  June' 18, 
1812,  by  reason  of  a  wound   received    in   the   line  of 
their  duty  ;  which  said  term  of  live  years  was  extended 
to  a  further  term  of  five  additional  years,  by  an   act 
passed  April  16,  1818.  entitled  "An   act,  in  addition  i 
to  an  act  giving  pensions  to  the  orphans  and  widows 
of  persons  slam   in   the   private   armed   v.sseU  of  the 
tnited  States,"  in  which   further   provision    was  aUo  ' 
made  for  the  widows  or  children    of  any  officer,  sea-  ' 
man,  or  marine,  who  should  have  died  since  June  18, 
1812,  m  consequence  of  an  accident  or  casualty  which 
occurred  while  in  the  line  of  his  duty  on  board  a  pri- 
vate armed  vessel  of  the  United  States. 

And  the  committee  further  report  that  the  pensions 
granted  or  continued,  under  the  aforesaid  acU  of 
March  3,  1814,  and  April  16,  1818,  have  now  expired, 
or  are  about  expiring;  that  the  fund  has  its  origin 
exclusively  from  the  retention  of  a  property  which 
would  otherwise  have  belonged  to  the  parties,  or  their 
connexions,  receiving  the  benefit  of  it;  that  the  faith 
or  responsibility  of  the  Government  is  not  otherwise 
implicated,  with  regard  to  this  fund,  than  that  it 
•houJd  become  its  curator  or  guardian,  from  a  Princi- 
pe of  providence  and  benevolence,  for  the  purpose  of 
anording  a  shelter  and  support  to  those  of  the  brave 
«nd  hardy  seamen  of  the  United  States,  who,  in  time 
ot  war,  may  jeopard  their  lives  in  battle  on  the  moun- 
tain wave,  and  thus,  although  in  private  armed  ves- 
sels, promote  the  general  interests  of  their  country,  by 
distressing  the  commerce,  and  by  impairing  the  mer- 

fHut     Au"^  "'"°''  '""'"«  •''   »'«  ^"«'"y;   that  the 
ailh  of  the  nation  is   not,  in  any  degree,  pledged  for 

tj^  1'!u^'n'"  *"y  appropriation  for  the  main- 
tenanceof  this  fund  ;  that,  by  a  faithful  administration 
or  lU  concerns   and  a  distribution  of  its   proceeds,  as 

nrn^,  i'\""'l!"^''  '^'  '^^j^'^^  f'^^  ^h.ch  they  were 
provided,  the  Government  will   have  fulfilled  all  its 


duties  in  relation  to  those  who  are  interested  in  it,  and 

t  that  those  duties  will  have  honorably  expired  with  the 
extinction  of  the  means  in  which  they  originated. 

And  the  committee  further  report  that,  from  infor- 
mation  obtained   from  the   ISavy  Department,   it  ap- 
pears there  are,  at  this  tiitie,  on  the  Privateer  Pension 
Fund,  so  called,  and  which  is  the  fund  herein  refer- 
red to,  ninety-seven  invalids,  disabled  in  action  in  the 
line  of  their  duty,  and  that  there  arc  also  ninety-nine 
widows,  or  orphans,  of  persons  slam  or  lost  in  private 
armed  vessels  who  now  derive  relief  therefrom  ;  that 
the    aggregate   annual  amount   of  their   pensions    is 
$17,608;  that   the    principal    of  the  fund  consists  of 
$131,369  64  of  the  six  per  cent,  funded  debt  of  the 
United  States,  giving  an  annual  income  of  $7,882  17, 
leaving  a  deficit,  including  expenses,  of  about  $10,000, 
which    has  been,  and  must  be,   supplietl  as  occasion 
may  require,  by  a  sale  of  part  of  the  slock  belonging 
to  the  lund,  involving  a  consequent  diminution  there- 
of, and  which  it  has.  heretofore,  been  indispensable  to 
make,  as  will  more  fully  appear  from  the  letter  of  the 
Secretary  of  the   Privateer    Pension    Fund,    bearing 
date  January  24,  1814,  accompanying  this  report,  and 
which    the    committee   request   may    be   received   and 
considered    as  part  thereof,  leaving,   however,    more 
than    a   sulFicient  amount  to  provide  for,  and  meet  a 
still  further  extension  of  the  pensions  already  granted, 
for  the  term  of  five  years,  in   addition  to  the  pre^tnt 
term   allowed   by  law  ;  and   the  committee,  therefore, 
respectfully  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  that  pur- 
pose. 


Natt  Defahtmkmt,  Jan.  24.  1824 
Sib.  In  the  absence  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
I  have  the  honor  to  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  22d  in- 
stant, inquiring  into  '•  the  present  state  of  the  Privateer 
Pension  Fund,  as  regards  the  principal  and  income 
thereof,  and  the  number  of  pensioners  upon  it,  with 
the  amount  of  their  pensions;"  and  I  beg  leave  re- 
spectfully to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs  of  ihe  Senate,  that  the  Privateer  Pen- 
sion Fund  consists  solely  of  six  per  cent,  stock  of  the 
United  Slates,  to  the  amount  of  $131, 36'J  64,  yielding 
an  annual  income  of  $7,882  17.  Ninety-seven  inva- 
lids, disabled  in  action,  or  in  the  line  of  their  duty,  and 
the  widows  or  children  of  ninety-nine  persons,  slain 
or  lost  in  private  armed  vessels,  derive  relief  from  the 
fund,  and  are  authorized  to  receive,  annually,  the 
amount  of  $17,608,  viz;  the  ninety-seven  <lisabled 
persons  are  entitled  to  receive  $6,664.  and  the  ninety- 
nine  widows,  or  their  orphans,  at  the  rate,  per  annum. 
of$in.914.  ' 

The  pensions  to  the  persons  disabled  are  granted 
during  the  continuance  of  their  disability,  and  those  to 
the  widows  or  orphans  fir  the  term  of  ten  years.  The 
commencement  of  the  pensions,  respectively,  takes 
place  at  different  periods  between  the  18ih  of  June. 
1812.  and  the  termination  of  the  late  war  with  Great 
Britain  ;  and  all  the  pensions  granted  to  widows  and 
orphans  will  expire  between  this  and  the  1st  dav  of 
April,  182j.  The  number  of  invalid  pensioners 'has 
been  considerably  diminisbrd  by  death  ;  and  of  the 
ninety  seven  still  retained  on  the'list.  seversi  have  not, 
for  several  years  past,  claimed  their  pensions.  It  u 
probable  home  of  them  are  dead  ;  some  have  recovered 
from  the  effects  of  the  injuries  they  had  sustained; 
and  others  are  absent  from  the  United  States. 

Pensions,  to  the  annual  amount  of  $20,568,  have 
i^ren  granted  to  the  widows  or  orphans  of  one  hundred 
and  ninety-seven  persons,  slain  or  lost  in  private  armed 


166 


Febroary,  1824. 


Amendment  to  the  Qmstitutu/ii. 


Senate. 


vessels  ;  and  ninety-eight  of  these  pensions,  amounting, 
annually,  to  $9,624,  have  expired;  some  by  the  limi- 
tation of  their  term  ;  some  by  death,  and  others  by  the 
intermarfiage  of  the  widows,  without  leaving  children 
who  had  been  under  sixteen  years  of  sge  at  the  time 
of  their  parenl's-decease. 

The  money  which  accrued  to  the  Privateer  Pension 
Fund,  and  by  which  it  is  constituted,  arising  from  a 
deductioii  of  two   per  centum  on  the  net    proceeds  of 
prize  money  from  captured  vessels  and   their  cargoes, 
and  also  on    the  salvage  of  vessels  and  cargoes  re- 
captured by  the   private  armed  vessels  of  the   United 
States,  was,  successively,  on  iu  re^ipt  into  the  Trea- 
sury, invested   in   stock  of  the    United    Slates.     The 
amount   of  stock    thus    acquired,   was.   at  one   time, 
$209,580  65;    but   the    interest   on    this   sum,   $12,- 
674  84,   proving  insufficient  for  the  discharge  of  the 
numerous   claims    admitted    under   the   different  acts 
authorizing  the  issue  of  pensions,  especially  under  the 
act  approved  the  16th  of  April,  1818,  it  became  indis- 
pensable either  to  sell  part  of  the  principal,  or  apply  to 
Congress  for  a  special  appropriation  in  aid  of  the  fund. 
The  former  course  was  preferred,   and   stock,   to  the 
value  of  $87,451  30.  has  been  sold,  at  various  times,  j 
since  June,  1819;  and,  to  meet  the  semi-ann\ial  pay-  i 
ments,  which  will   become   due   on    the   first   days  of 
January  and   July,  every  year,  further  sales  of  the 
principal  will  be  inevitable,  until,  at  least,  the  whole 
of  the  pensions  granted    to  the  widows  and    orphans 
shall  have  been  liquidated. 

Should  the  honorable  committee,  of  which  you  are 
chairman,  desire  more  particular  information  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Privateer  Pension  Fund,  I  would  respect- 
fully refer  you  to  a  detailed  report  on  the  subject, 
made  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  on  the  27lh  of 
March,  1820,  to  the  honorable  the  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives. 

With  the  highest  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
sir,  your  most  obedient  servant. 

JOHN  BOYLE, 
SecVy  Privateer  Pension  Fund. 

Hon.  Joii.f  Llutd,  Chairman,  Jfc. 

AMEND.MENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

In  pursuance  of  the  order  of  the  day,  the  joint 
resolution  reportefl  by  a  select  committee  of  the 
Senate,  proposing  an  amendment  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, in  regard  to  the  election  of  President  and 
Vice  President,  was  taken  up  for  con.sideration, 
in  Comrniitee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Smith  in  the 
Chair.  The  first  question  was  upon  adoptin'^  the 
amendment  submitted  by  Mr.  IBe.nton.  in*  ihe 
shape  of  a  new  resolution,  proposing  a  division  of 
the  country  into  districts;  each  district  to  have 
one  vote  for  President  and  Vice  President ;  that 
vole  to  be  decided  by  the  ballots  of  the  people,  in 
their  primary  assemblies;  and  when  no  election 
IS  made  by  the  people,  that  the  choice  shall  go  to  ^ 
the  House  of  Representatives,  as  now  provided 
by  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  Benton  being  entitled  to  the  floor,  resumed 
his  remarks  in  support  of  his  proposition  ;  and 
before  he  had  concluded,  the  Senate,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  adjourned. 


Tuesday,  February  3. 
The  President  communicated  a  report  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  transnaitling  a  statement  of 


the  appropriations  for  the  service  of  the  year  1812. 
showing  the  amount  appropriated  under  each  spe^ 
cific  head,  the  amount  expended  under  each,  and 
the  balance  remaining  unexpended  in  the  Treas- 
ury, on  the  31st  December,  1823. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Aflairs,  communicated  a  letter 
I  from  the  Navy  Department,  showing  the  annual 
j  expense  of  maintaining  the  present  Naval  Estab- 
I  lishment,  with  information  relative  to  a  future 
j  Peace  Establishment;  which  was  read,  and  the 
I  letter  and  accompanying  documents  were  ordered 
to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  RuGOLEs,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  recommitted  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Walter  S.  Chandler,  reported  it  with  an  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Van  Buren,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  repeal,  in  part,  an  act,  entitled  'An  act 
to  lessen  the  compensation  for  marshals,  clerks, 
and  attorneys,  in  the  cases  therein  mentioned," 
reported  it  with  an  amendment. 

Mr.  Van  Buren,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  John 
Michael,  deceased,"  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Bell,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Sarah  Easton 
and  Dorothy  Storer,  made  a  report,  accompanied 
by  a  resolution,  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners 
ought  not  to  be  granted.  The  report  and  resolu- 
tion were  read;  and  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the 
use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Barton,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
I  Lands,  to  whom  the  ^ubject  was  referred,  reported 
I  a  bill  to  enable  the  holders  of  French,  British,  and 
Spanish    titles   to  lands,  within  that  part  of  the 
i  Slate  of  Louisiana  situate  to  the  east  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi river  and  island  of  New  Orleans,  which 
have  not  been  recognised  as  valid  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  to  institute  proceedings 
to  try  the  validity  thereof;  and  the  bill  was  read, 
and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Kelly  presented  the  petition  of  Alfred 
Moore  and  Sterling  Orgain,  praying  the  payment 
of  their  account  against  the  United  Stales.  The 
petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Aflairs. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion  of 
yesterday,  to  instruct  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Aflairs  respt'cting  the  Navy  Hospital  Fund;  and 
agreed  thereto. 

Mr.  Barton  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  further  provision, 
by  law,  to  prevent  frauds  in  surveying  the  public 
lands,  and  in  making  certificates  of  such  surveys. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Military  Aflairs  on  the  petition 
of  John  Pritchard  ;  and,  in  concurrence  therewith, 
resolved,  that  the  prayer  of  the  petition  ought  not 
to  be  granted. 
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The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  on  the  petition 
of  Andrew  Henshaw  ;  and  it  was  postponed  until 
to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition 
of  William  Wilson  ;  and,  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  security  of  public 
money  in  the  hands  of  clerks  of  courts,  attorneys, 
and  marshals,  and  their  deputies;  the  bill  to  reg- 
ulate the  surveying  of  the  public  and  private  lands 
in  the  southern  part  of  Alabama ;  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Thomas  F.  Riddick,  of  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri;  the  bill  supplementary  to  ''An  act  to  per- 
fect  certain   locations,   and   sales  of  the   public 
lands,  in  Missouri,"  passed  April  26,  1822;  and 
the  bill  extending  the  term  of  pensions,  granted  to 
persons  disabled,  and   to  the  widows  and  orphans 
of  those  who  have  been  slain,  or  who  have  died 
n  consequence  of  wo.nds,  or  casualties,  received 
while  in  the  line  of  tn.i  r  duty,  on  board  the  private 
armed  ships  of  the  United  States,  during  the  late 
war  ;  were  severally  read  the  second  time. 


A.MENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 
The  order  of  the  day,  being  the  proposition  sub- 
mitted by  Mr.  Benton,  to  amend  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  in  regard  to  the  election  of 
President  and  Vice  President,  was  again  taken  up. 
Mr.  Benton  resumed,  and  concluded  his  remarks 
on  the  subject,  as  given  entire  as  follows  : 

.Mr.  Benton  said,  he  would  offer  no  apology 
for  attempting  to  amend    the  Constitution,    ''it 
was  his  right,  and,  if  sincere  in  his  belief  of  its 
necessity,  it  was  his  duty  to  do  so.     He  appre- 
hended no  evil  from  the  multitude  of  amendments 
proposed,  but  thought  it  more  probable  that  bene- 
ficial amendments  would  be  rejected  than  that  in- 
jurious propositions  would  be  adopted.     It  was  no 
easy  thing  now  to  effect  an  alteration  in  the  Con- 
stitution.    The  difficulty  of  carrying  an  amend- 
ment through  the  process  of  ratification,  presented 
a  great  obstacle,  and  the  temper  of  the  American 
people   presented   another,   not    less   formidable. 
Though  full  of  law-making,  even  to  superfluity, 
upon  subjects  of  ordinary  policy,  the  people  dis- 
cover no  disposition  to  make  alterations  in  their 
fundamental  code.     On  this  point  they  seemed 
disposed  to  answer,  like  the  old  English  Parlia- 
ments, when  preparations  were  made  to  change 
the  common  law,  '•  N<Aumus  leges  anglia  m^Uarir 
Applauding  this  sentiment,  Mr.   B.  said,  it  be- 
hooved him  to  justify  him«^elf  to  the  Senate  for 
baving  submitted  a  proposition  of  amendment. 
1  ne  justihcation  could  be  readily  made.     It  would 
be  found  in  the  fact,  that  the  case  had  occurred 
which  the   framers  of  the  Constitution  had  fore- 
seen, and  for  which  thev  had  provided  a  remedy 
by  providing  the  means  of  amendment.     These 
peat  men  knew  that  it  was  one  thing  to  lay  down 
?n  nn?  f^f  p^^^rnment  upon  paper,  and  another 
to  put  that  Government  into  practical  operation. 


infallible  test  of  good  or  bad  institutions ;  and, 
despising  the  arrogance  of  an  overweening  confi- 
dence in  the  perfection  of  their  own  work,  they 
not  only  provided   the  means  of  amending  the 
Constitution,  but  they  relied  upon  this  capability 
of  amendment  as  one  of  the  chief  arguments  in 
favor  of  the  adoption  of  the  instrurnenl  itself. 
Their   language  was,    ''experience   mu.>t   guide 
'  our  labor;  time  mu.*t  bring  it  to  perfection  ;  and 
'  the  feelinor  of  inconvenience  must  correct  the 
'  mistakes  into  which  we  inevitably  fall  in  our 
'first  trials   and   experiments."— (/y(/fra//«i,  No. 
85.)     In  this  spirit  they  provided  a  mode  for  re- 
forming   the  Constitution,  and  gave  the   power 
of  originating  the  reform  both  to  the  Federal  and 
the  State  Governments,  that  neither  might  be  de- 
pendent upon  the  other  for  the  exercise  of  a  power 
on    which  its   own   preservation   might   depend. 
In  fixing  upon  the  manner  of  making  amend- 
ments, they  flattered   themselves  that   they  had 
hit  upon  a  mode  equally  remote  from  that  extreme 
facility  which  would  make  the  Constitution  too 
mu;able,  and  that  extreme  difficulty  which  would 
give  perpetuity  to  its  detected  defaults.     And,  if 
they  have  erred  in  this  judgment,  they  have  erred 
upon  the  safer  side;  upon  the  side  of  difficulty, 
and  not  of  facility,  in  changing  the  principles  of 
our  fundamental  code. 

The  amendment  submitted  applies  to  thai  part 
of  the  Constitution  which  relates  to  the  election 
of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States.  Stripped  of  formal  phrases,  and  minute 
provisions,  and  it  presents  four  distinct  proposi- 
tions to  the  consideration  of  the  Senate  : 

1.  To  divide  the  United  States  into  Electoral 
districts. 

2.  To  discontinue  the  use  of  intermediate 
Electors. 

3.  To  commit  the  election  to  a  direct  vole  of 
the  people. 

4.  To  continue  the  umpirage  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  in  all  cases,  in  which  no  can- 
didate ha.>  received  a  majority  of  the  whole  num- 
ber of  votes. 

The  first  of  these  propositions  has  often  been 
before  the  Senate;  the  m-cmrf  and  third  are  now- 
considered  new,  because  it  is  forgotten  that  they 
were  oflTered  and  di-eussed  in  the  Convention 
which  n^nied  the  Constitution  ;  and  the  fuuHh 
is  strict^efensive,  intended  to  sustain  a  part  of 
the  Constitution  now  in  force. 

Mr.  Benton  proceeded  to  argue  ihe  proposi- 
tions in  the  order  laid  down. 

First :  To  divide  the  United  States  into  Elec- 
toral districts. 

We  are  struct^  with  the  want  of  uniformity  in 
the  manner  of  choosing  Electors  in  diflt-rent  parts 
of  the  Union.  Seven  States,  entitled  to  seventy 
Electors  choose  them  by  districts  ;  seven  others, 
entitled  to  seventy-one  Electors,  choose  them  by 
a  legislative  ballot ;  and  the  remaining  ten,  entitled 
to  one  hundred  and  twenty,  choose  them  by  a 
general  ticket.  In  the  old  naonarchies  of  Europe, 
a  want  of  uniformity  in  the  operation  of  the  Got- 
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each  retaining  a  part  of  its  former  laws  and  cus- 
toms;  but,  in  the   United   States,   composed  of 
sovereignties  voluntarily  united,  and   all   acting 
under  the  same  clause  of  the  same  Constitution, 
made  by  themselves,  such  deviations  are  most  un- 
natural, and  imply  a  great  fault  in  the  Constitu- 
tion ilseli;  or  in  its  administration  by  the  State 
Legislatures.     The  evil  of  a  want  of  uniformity  in 
the  choice  of  Presidential  Electors,  is  not  limited 
to  its  disfiguring  effect  upon  the  face  of  our  Gov- 
ernment, but  goes  to  endanger  the  rights  of  the 
people,  by  permitting  sudden  alterations  on  the 
eve  of  an  election,  and  to  annihilate  the  right  of 
the  small  States,  by  enabling  the  large  ones  to 
combine,  and  to  throw  all  their  votes  into  the  scale 
of  a  particular   candidate.     These  obvious   evils 
make  it  certain  that  any  uniform  rule  would  be 
preferable  lo  the  preieni  state  of  things.     But,  in 
fixing  on  one,  it  is  the  duty  of  statesmen  to  select 
that  which  is  calculated  to  give  to  every  portion 
of  the  Union  its  due  share  in  the  choice  of  the  ! 
Chief  Magistrate,  and  to  every  individual  citizen  ! 
a  fair  opportunity  of  voting  according  to  his  will. 
This  would  be  eff'ected  by  adopting  the  District  ' 
System.     It  would  divide  every  State  into  districts,  ' 
equal  to  the  whole  number  of  votes  to  be  given, 
and  the  people  of  each  district  would  be  governed  i 
by  its  own  majority,  and  not  by  a  majority  exist-  j 
ing  in  some  remote  part  of  the  State.     This  would  1 
be  agreeable  to  the  rights  of  individuals:  for,  in  ' 
entering  into  .^^ociety,  and  submitting  to  be  bound  j 
by  the  decision  of  the  majority,  each  individual  i 
retalfied  the  right  of  voting  for  himself  wherever 
it  was  practicable,  and  ot    being  governed  by  a 
majority  of  the  vicinage,  and  not  by  majorities 
brought  from  remote  sections  to  overwhelm  him  ; 
with  their  accumulated  numbers.     It  would  be 
agreeable  to  the  interests  of  all  parts  of  the  States  ; 
for  each  State  may  have  different  interests  in  dif-  ! 
ferent  parts  ;  one  part  may  be  agricultural,  another  \ 
manufacturing,  another  commercial ;  and  it  would  i 
be  unjust  that  the  strongest  should  govern,  or  that  j 
two  should  combine  and  sacrifice  the  third.     The  ! 
district  system  would  be  agreeable  to  the  intention 
of  our  present  Constitution,  which,  in  giving  to 
each  Elector  a  separate  vote,  instead  of  giving  to 
each   State  a  consolidated  vote,  composed  of  all 
its  Electoral  suff'rages,  clearly  intended  that  each  i 
mass  of  persons   entitled  to  one  Elector,  should 
have  the  right  of  giving  one  vote,  according  to  ' 
their  own  sense  of  their  own  interests. 

The  general  ticket  system,  now  existing  in  ten 
States,  was  the  ofl'spring  of  policy,  and  not  of  any 
disposition  to  give  fair  play  to  the  will  of  the 
people.  It  was  adopted  by  the  leading  men  of 
those  States,  to  enable  them  to  consolidate  the 
vote  of  the  State.  It  would  be  easy  to  prove  this 
by  referring  to  facts  of  historical  notoriety.  It  con- 
tributes to  give  power  and  consequence  to  the  lead- 
ers who  manage  the  elections,  but  it  is  a  departure 
from  the  intention  of  the  Constitution  ;  violates 
the  rights  of  the  minorities,  and  is  attended  with 
many  other  evils.  The  intention  of  the  Constitu- 
tion is  violated,  because  it  was  the  intention  of 
that  instrument  to  give  to  each  mass  of  persons, 
entitled  to  one  Elector,  the  power  of  giving  that 


Electoral  vote   to  any  candidate  they  preferred. 
The  rights  of  minorities  are  violated,  because  a 
majority  of  one  will  carry  the  vote  of  the  whole 
State.     This  principle  is' the  same,  whether  the 
I  Elector  is  chosen  by  general  ticket  or  by  legisla- 
I  tive  ballot ;  a  majority  of  one,  in  either  case,  car- 
ries the  vote  of  the  whole  State.     In  New  York, 
thirty-six  Electors  are  chosen  ;  nineteen  is  a  ma- 
jority, and  the  candidate  receiving  this  majority 
is  fairly  entitled  to  count  nineteen  votes ;  but  he 
counts,  in  reality,  thirty-six;  because  the  minority 
of  seventeen  are  added  to  the  majority.     These 
seventeen  votes   belong  to   seventeen  masses  of 
people,  of  forty  thousand  souls  each,  in  all  six 
hundred  and  eighty  thousand  people,  whose  votes 
are  seized  upon,  taken  away,  and  presented  to 
whom  the  majority  pleases.     Extend  the  calcula- 
tion to  the  seventeen  States  now  choosing  Elec- 
tors bv  general  ticket  or  legislative  ballot,  and  it 
will  show  that  three  millions  of  souls,  a  popula- 
tion equal  to  that  which  carried  us  through  the 
Revolution,  may  have  their  votes  taken  from  them 
in  the  same  way.     To  lose  their  votes,  is  the  fate 
of  all  minorities,  and  it  is  their  duty  to  submit ; 
but  this  is  not  a  case  of  votes  lost,  but  of  votes* 
taken  away,  added  to  those  of  the  majority,  and 
given  to  a  person  to  whom  the  minority  is  opposed. 
Mr.  B.  would  be  unwilling  to  use  a  harsh  epi- 
thet, but  he  considered  this  case  as  amounting  to 
an  impressment  of  civil  rights,  more  dangerous  to 
our  liberties  than  the  impressment  of  our  bodies 
by  British  ships  of  war.     Free  elections  are  the 
corner  stones  of  all  our  institutions,  and  our  citi- 
zens are  sufficiently  sensible  to  all  attempts  to 
destroy  that  freedotn  by  violence.     The  violation 
of  the  right  of  one  single  vote,  by  a  military  force, 
would  excite  the  indignation  of  the  whole  conti- 
nent, and  the  disbandment  of  our  six  thousand 
men  would  not  be  enough  to  relieve  us  from  fu- 
ture apprehension.     Yet   legislative  enactments 
may  be  equally  fatal,  and  are,  m  reality,  more 
dangerous,   to    the   United   States,   because    less 
dreaded. 

A  further  mischief  of  the  general  ticket  system 
IS,  in  segregating  the  States,  drawing  them  up 
against  one  another,  like  hostile  ships  in  battle. 
Out  of  this  system  has  sprung  the  anti-sociai 
words  of  modern  invention — ''efl!ective  votes" 
"operative  votes"--as  if  the  States  were  contend- 
ing with  Turks  or  Russians.  This  alienates  the 
States  from  each  other,  and  fills  them  with  hos- 
tile feelings,  and  the  President  elected  must  be- 
come the  President  of  the  States  which  choose 
him,  and  look  with  coldness  and  resentment  upon 
those  which  opposed  him. 

The  choice  of  Electors  by  legislative  ballot  is 
subject  to  all  the  objections  which  apply  to  the 

feneral  ticket  system,  and  to  others  of  the  gravest 
md.  In  the  first  place,  it  seems  to  me  to  be  a 
direct  infraction  oi  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and  an  open  usurpation  of  the  rights  of  the 
people. 

The  words  of  the  Constitution  are:  "Each 
'  State  shall  appoint,  in  such  manner  as  the  Le- 
'  gislature  thereof  may  direct,  a  number  of  Elec- 
'  tors,  equal  to  the  whole  number  of  Senators  and 
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'  Representatives  to  which  the  Slate  may  be  enti- 
'  tle<i  in  the  Congress,"  «fec. 

The  analysis  of  this  clause  shows  that  two 
powers  are  required  to  act:  first,  the  Legislature, 
which  is  to  direct  the  manner ;  and,  secondly,  the 
State,  which  is  to  appoint  the  Electors. 

Are  the  words  "State'*  and  ''Legislature"  syn- 
onymous ? 

The  word  State  is  a  comprehensive  term.     It 
takes  in  all  sorts  and  sizes  of  government,  but  al- 
ways requires  three  constituent  principles,  to  wit : 
people,  territory,  and  sovereignty.     In  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States,  it  has  a  precise  mean- 
ing, too  obvious  to  be  insisted  upon  here.     It  is 
never  confounded  with  the  words  "  Convention" 
or  "Legislature."     When  the  "Scate"  is  to  do  a 
thing,  the  people  of  the  State  are  to  do  it,  and  a 
legislative  body  is  not  competent  to  act,  because  it 
is  not  the  State,  but  a  department  of  it.    The  con- 
stitutions of  all  the  States  declare  the  legislative 
body  to  be  a  department  only.     Whenever  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  intended   the 
Legislatures  of  the  States  to  do  an  act,  indepen- 
dent of  the  people,  it  has  expressed  its  intention  in 
terms  wholly  unequivocal,  as  in  the  appointment 
of  Senators  in  Congress— "The  Senate  of  the 
United  States  shall  be' composed  of  two  Senators 
from  each  State,  chosen  by  the  Legislature  there- 
of, for  six  years,"  &c.     In  the  mode  of  ratifying- 
amendments  to  the  Constitution,  the  distinctions 
are   again   explicit:    "The  Congress,  whenever 
'  two-thirds  of  both  Houses  shall  deem  it  neces- 
'  sary,  shall  propose  amendments  to   this  Con->ti- 
'  tution,  &.C.,  which  shall  be  valid,  to  all   intents 
'  and  purposes,  as  part  of  this  Constitution,  when 
'ratified  by  the  Legislatures  of  three-fourths  of 
'  the  States,  or  by  conventions  in   three-fourths 
thereof.'     It  would  be  absurd  to  admit  the  Le- 
gislature to  be  the  State,  for.  in  that  case,  there 
would  be  no  State  when  the  Lf'giblature  was  not 
in  session.     Certainly,  it  seems  to  be  a  loss  of 
time  to  employ  words  upon  a  difference  so  palpa- 
ble; but  It  IS  necessary  to  mark  it;  for  the  ques- 
tion now  to  be  decided  turns  upon  the  distinction 
between  the  appointing  power  of  the  State,  and 
the  directorial  power  of  the  Legislature,  over  the 
forms  of  the  election. 

No  argument  in  favor  of  this  legislative  preten- 
sion can  be  bottomed  on  the  word  "appoint" 
Literally,  it  may  refer  to  the  act  of  any  number. 
In  common  parlance,  it  refers  to  the  act  of  an 
individual,  and  that  individual  a  superior,  as  -the 
King  appoints  his  Ministers."  In  the  Constitu- 
tion, It  IS  used  synonymously  with  dect  and 
Choose.  It  IS  so  used  in  an  after  clause  of  this 
same  article  and  in  reference  to  this  identical  ap- 
pointment of  Electors-"  Congress  may  determine 
wh. n^'!  T"?..'^.?  Electors,  and  the  day  on 


which  tey  shall  g^eth^iv ;;;;;:"  &;:ir^r 

he  word  "appoint"  was  evidently  used  to  avoid 
^u tonf ''  ^1k '"^^^^h  ^hich  the  rhetoricians  call 
wh  oh  r^^i  1^'  "«f  ac^fiil  repetition  of  sound 
which  would  be  produced  by  saying  "elect  Elec- 
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manner"  can  imply  nothing  but 


form— as  the  mode  of  conducting  the  election 
taking  the  votes,  certifying  the  returns,  «tc.  ' 

The  word  "direct,"  is  less  susceptible  of  mis- 
construction  tiian   any  one  in   the  clause;  and 
above  all  others,  has  been  farthest  deviated  from! 
It  always  implies  an  address  to  a  third  party,  and 
never  to  oneV  self.     It  is  incapable  of  being'  so 
used.     A  man  may  regulate  his  own  conduct,  but 
he  directs  that  of  others.     A   parent  directs  his 
child  ;  a  tutor  directs  his  pupil ;  a  General  directs 
the  operations  of  his  army  ;  a  legislative  body  may 
direct  the  people  how  to  go  through  the  forms  of 
an  election  ;  but  a  man  cannot  direct  himself;  a 
legislative  body  cannot  direct  itself.    There  is  not 
a  book  in  the  English  language  which  uses  the 
word  in  this  sense;  not  one,  from  the  little  primer 
that  comes  to  us  in  company  with  the  birchen  rod' 
up  to  the  ponderous  folio  of  Johnson.     No  man 
acquainted  with  the  power  of  language  would  so 
use  It;   much  less  the   eminent   men  who  framed 
the  Constitution  with  so  much  ability,  both  as 
scholars  and  statesmen,  and  with  such  scrupulous 
regard  to  the  precise  meaning  of  every  word  ad- 
mitted into  that  important  instrument.     But   the 
Legislatures  of  seven  States  have  so  used   it,  and 
the  question  is,  not  whether   they  are  right  or 
wrong,  but  whether  they  have  the  right   to  alter 
the  fixed   meaning  of  a  plain  English  word,  for 
the  purpose  of  investing  themselves  with  a  jKiwer 
which  the  Constitution  had  given  to  the  people  of 
the  States  ? 

Mr.  B.  asserted  the  obvious  meaning  of  the 
clause  to  be  the  same  as  if  it  had  been  conceived 
in  the  following  words:  "  Tl»e  people  of  each 
State  shall  elect,  in  such  form  as  the  Legislature 
thereof  may  prescribe,  a  number  of  Electors, 
equal,"  &c.  Instead  of  which,  the  Legislatures 
relerred  to  had  practiced  under  it  ai<  if  written: 
'•  The  Legislature  of  each  Slate  shall  elect,  in 
such  manner  as  they  and  each  of  them  shall  sever- 
ally please,  a  numbt-r  of  Electors,  equal,"  <ic. 

Thus,  upon  the  words  of  the  Constitution,  it  is 
clear  that  the  people  of  the  States,  and  not  the 
Legislatures  of  the  States,  have  the  right  to  choose 
Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President. 

The  construction  put  upon  the  Constitution,  at 

vf '"™^  of^.'ls  adoption,  proves  the  same  thing. 

Mr.  Madison,  in  the  Virginia  convention,  said, 
"  The  people  choose  the  Electors." 

The  Federalist  says  the  same  thing,  in  twenty 
places.  \o.  68  repeats  it  four  times.  It  describes 
the  Electors  as  "  men  chosen  by  the  people,  for  the 
special  purpose"  of  choosing  the  President.  It 
describes  them  as  "a  small  number  of  persons  se- 
lected by  their  fellow-citizens  from  the  general 
mass."  It  says,  the  Constitution  has  -referred 
'  the  election  of  the  President,  in  the  first  instance, 

•  to  an  immediate  act  of  th.'  people  of  America, 
'  to  be  exerted  in  the  choice  of  persons  for  the 
'  temporary  and  sole  purpose  of  making  the  ap- 
pointment."  And  it  speaks  again  of  the  Electors 

as     a  special  body  of  representatives,  deputed  by 
the  society  for  the  single  purpose  of  makinfr  the 

•  important  choice."      " 

To  this  list  of  authorities  may  be  added  the 
Legislatures  of  seventeen  States,  which  have  pre- 
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scribed  the  forms  of  choosing  Electors,  and  left  it 
to  the  people  themselves  to  make  the  choice. 

Having  quoted  these  constructions  of  the  Con- 
stitution to  prevent  misapprehension,  Mr.  J.  would 
give  his  opinion  upon  the  effect  which  they  should 
have  upon  the  decision  of  the  Senate. 

He  did  not  admit  that  any  Senator,  or  any  other 
officer  whose  duty  it  became  to  expound  the  Con- 
stitution, was  bound  by  a  previous  construction. 
He  did  not  admit  that  they  were  in  the  condition 
of  judges,  construing  a  statute,  and  tied  down  by 
respect  to  their  brothers,  and  the  practice  of  a 
thousand  years,  to  obey  the  previous  decisions  in 
analogous  cases.  Their  duty  depended  upon  a 
peculiar  obligation  to  be  found  in  the  Constitution 
Itself.  All  legislators  have  been  anxious  to  per- 
petuate their  work,  and  all  have  had  recourse  to 
the  security  of  oaths.  Lycurgus  swo/e  the  Spar- 
tans to  maintain  his  laws  until  his  return;  then 
went  abroad,  died,  and  had  his  ashes  scattered  in 
the  air.  The  framers  of  the  American  Constitu- 
tion invoked  the  aid  of  the  same  security,  but 
without  limitation  of  time  or  circumstance.  In 
Article  0  they  have  required  that — 

"The  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Congress, 
the  members  of  the  several  State  Legislatures,  and  all 
Executive  and  Judicial  ofTicers,  both  of  the  United 
States  and  of  the  several  States,  shall  be  bound  by  oath 
or  affirmation,  to  support  this  Constitution." 

Upon  this  oath,  each  person  intrusted  with  the 
great  duty  of  expounding  the  Constitution,  is 
bound  to  go  back  to  the  words  of  the  instrunient 
Itself,  whenever  a  question  of  construction  arises. 
He  may  and  ought  toconsult  the  opinions  of  others, 
in  order  to  mlighten  his  own.  He  may  quote  the 
opinions  of  oiiiers  to  give  greater  weight  to  his 
own;  but  he  cannot  surrender  his  own  in  favor  of 
another,  which  he  believes  to  be  wrong,  without 
disregarding  the  obligation  by  which  he  has  bound 
himself  to  support  this  Constitution. 
^The  reasons  which  induced  the  Convention  of 
1787  to  institute  an  intermediate  body  of  Electors, 
the  attributes  which  they  were  to  possess,  and  the 
dangers  from  which  they  were  to  be  free,  will 
equally  show  that  legislative  bodies  were  not  in- 
tended to  choose  the  Electors,  much  less  to  erect 
themselves  into  Electoral  colleges.  These  rea- 
sons, attributes,  and  apprehended  dangers,  will  be 
found  stated  in  the  Federalist,  \o.  dS,  hut,  for  the 
sake  of  brevity  and  perspicuity,  will  be  presented 
to  the  Senate  under  the  heads  to  which  they  be- 
long : 

1.  The  Electors  are  to  be  chosen  within  thirty- 
four  days  before  the  first  Wednesday  in  December. 

2.  They  are  to  be  chosen  for  the  sole  purpose  of 
electing  the  President  and  Vice  President. 

3.  They  are  to  meet  on  the  same  day  through- 
out the  Union. 

4.  They  arc  to  sit  but  one  dav. 

5.  The  Electoral  colleges  arc  not  to  be  subject 
to  caballing. 

G.  They  are  not  to  be  pre-existing  bodies. 

In  bringing  the  legislative  bodies  to  the  test  of 
these  reasons  and  attributes,  they  will  not  only  be 
considered  in  their  apparent  capacity  of  electors 


of  Electors,  but  in  their  real  character  of  Electors 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

First.  The  Electors  are  to  be  chosen  withia 
thirty-four  days  before  the  day  of  electing  the 
President. 

The  reason  for  fixing  an  interval  so  short  is  suf- 
ficiently obvious.  In  the  first  place,  it  delays  the 
choice  of  Electors  until  there  is  full  time  for  all 
the  Presidential  candidates  to  be  known.  In  the 
second  place,  it  allows  no  time  for  combinations 
to  be  formed  between  the  Electors  of  different 
States,  or  for  the  Electors  themselves  to  be  bribed 
or  intrigued  with.  Yet  the  members  of  the  Legis- 
latures, in  the  seven  States  referred  to,  are  elected, 
one,  two,  three,  and  even  four  years  before  the 
day  of  electing  the  President.  None  of  them  are 
chosen  for  a  shorter  time  than  one  year,  most  of 
them  for  two,  and  the  Senators  of  several  are 
chosen  for  four  years!  The  whole  of  them  are 
obnoxious  to  the  objections  against  which  the 
Constitution  intended  to  guard.  There  is  ample 
time  for  intrigue,  for  corruption,  and  for  combina- 
tions. The  voice  of  the  people  has  but  an  indirect 
operation  when  the  members  of  the  Legislature 
are  chosen  one  year  before,  and  none  when  they 
are  chosen  two,  three,  or  four;  for,  at  that  time, 
the  names  of  the  candidates  are  unknown,  and 
the  Presidential  election  unthought  of  by  the  body 
of  the  people. 

Secondly.  The  Electors  are  to  be  chosen  for  the 
sole  purpose  of  electing  a  President  and  Vice  Pre- 
sident. 

The  reason  of  this  qualification  needs  no  illus- 
tration. It  was  clearly  intended  to  close  the  door 
against  the  possibility  of  bartering  votes  by  giving 
to  the  Electors  but  one  single  subject  to  vote 
upon.  How  will  the  legislative  bodies  stand  the 
test  of  this  reason?  When  chosen  within  some 
months,  or  a  year,  before  the  time  of  electing  the 
President,  they  are  chosen  partly  for  that  purpose 
and  partly  for  many  other  purposes.  Some  know- 
ing ones,  some  furious  partisans,  and  some  equally 
furious  enemies,  may  surrender  all  considerations 
for  the  single  object  of  getting  in  a  man  who  will 
be  for  or  against  a  particular  candidate  for  the 
Presidency;  but  with  the  body  of  the  people,  the 
legislative  duties  will  be  the  first  consideration, 
and  the  Presidential  election,  nothing  but  an  in- 
gredient, mixing  itself  in  different  proportions  in 
the  main  inquiry.  This  is  the  best  aspect  of  the 
question,  and  must  be  confined  to  elections  which 
take  place  within  some  months,  or  within  a  year 
before  the  President  is  chosen.  To  those  which 
come  on  two,  three,  or  four  years  before,  the  Pre- 
sidential election  is  entirely  out  of  view.  So  far 
from  being  chosen  for  the  sole  purpose,  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Legislature  are  not  even  thought  of 
for  the  purjlose  of  electing  the  President.  Strong 
as  this  case  is,  there  is  still  a  more  flagrant  point 
of  view  in  which  to  exhibit  it.  It  is  the  case  of  a 
legislative  body,  elected  purely  for  legislative  pur- 
poses, and  afterwards  repealing  the  laws  which 
directed  the  people  how  to  go  through  the  forms 
of  the  election,  and  seizing  into  their  own  hands 
the  whole  power  of  appointing  the  Electors.  This 
is  not  an  imaginary  case.     It  has  repeatedly  hap- 


175 


HISTOBY  OF  CONGRESS. 


176 


If? 


i 


Senate. 


Anundnunt  to  the  Constitution. 


February,  1824. 


T 


177 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


178 


pened.  It  is  suflScient  to  name  one  instance ;  that  ;  of  that  occult  management  which  is  the  bane  of 
of  New  Jersey,  in  the  year  1812,  in  which  the  republican  councils.  They  thought  they  had  suc- 
Legislature  thus  invested  itself  with  the  power  of  ceeded  when  they  instituted  Colleges  of  Electors, 
appointing  Electors  about  three  days  before  the  composed  of  few  persons,  selected  for  their  ele- 
people  would  have  exercised  it.  When  met  in  rated  character;  brought  together  suddenly ;  con- 
the  Legislature,  innumerable  are  the  opportunities  :  fined  to  the  discharge  of  one  single  duty,  and 
and  temptations  to  barter  votes.  Judges,  generals,  dispersed  in  the  short  space  of  twenty-four  hours, 
governors,  and  many  other  State  officers  are  to  But  legislative  bodies  are  the  reverse  of  all  this. 
Be  elected.  Towns  arc  to  be  laid  off,  peradven-  They  are  the  true  field  for  caballing  :  the  theatre 
ture  on  some  member's  land.  New  counties  are  adapted  to  the  talents  of  such  men  as  the  five 
to  be  erected  for  the  benefit  of  a  clerk,  a  sheriff,  Cabinet  Ministers  of  Charles  the  Second  ;  to  the 
and  a  colonel ;  peradventure,  also,  members  at  the  initials  of  whose  names,  combined  with  their  char- 
time.  Many  other  local  interests  are  to  be  ac-  acters,  the  world  is  indebted  for  the  political  Mg- 
commodated.  The  members  interested  in  all  nification  of  the  Hebrew  word  cafta/.  The  Legis- 
these  domestic  questions,ufre  laid  under  violent  lalure  of  Pennsylvania  afforded  a  signal  example 
tempt»«i«ns  to  exchange  votes  with  the  friends  of  in  the  year  ISOU.  The  two  Houses  differed  in 
a  Presidential  candidate.  the   choice  of  Pre.sident.     They   would   neither 

Thirdly.  The  Electors  are  to  meet  on  the  same  pass  a  law  to  direct  the  people  how  to  hold  the 
day,  throughout  the  Union,  and  to  vote  for  Presi-  election,  nor  would  they  vote  to2ether.  There 
dent  and  Vice  President.  was  a  majority  of  '•  two'  in  the  Senate,  and  this 

The  Legislatures  meet  on  the  days  fixed  by  the  lean  raajoritv,  iu  the  leanest  branch  of  the  Legis- 
State  constitutions,  or  on  the  days  which  they  lature.  paralyzed  the  power  of  the  State,  and 
themselves  fix  by  law.  In  neither  case  are  they  forced  a  compromise  with  the  other  branch,  by 
governed  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  which  the  elective  power  of  the  people,  like  the 
When  met,  the  Liegislature,  at  any  time  that  it  spoil  of  a  vanquished  enemy,  was  divided  between 
pleases,  enters  upon  the  business  of  choosing  a  themselves,  each  naming  one-half  the  Electors! 
President;  and,  when  the  choice  is  made,  a  farce  Sixthly.  The  Electoral  Colleges  were  uoi  pre- 
is  goi  up  to  appease  the  manes  of  the  Constitution,    existing  bodies. 

Nominal  Electors  are  chosen,  and  sent  to  the  For  the  obvious  reason  that  they  might  not  be 
place  where  the  votes  of  the  State  are  to  be  tampered  with,  beforehand,  to  prostitute  their 
counted.     Instead  of  going  to  vote  for  President,  "        ... 

they  carry  the  votes  in  their  pockets,  the  same 

which  they  have  received  from   the  legislative  _  __  ^ 

body.  These  votes  are  shown  and  counted,  and  to  the  danger  from  which  it  was  thV'intentron  of 
the  form  of  an  election  is  gone  through,  but  no  the  Constitution  that  the  Electors  of  the  Presi- 
more  of  the  substance  than  there  is  of  a  wedding    dent  should  be  free. 

in  the  annual  marriage  of  the  Doge  of  Venice  Upon  each  of  these  reasons  the  b-gislative  pre- 
with  the  Adriatic  Sea.  The  real  election  was  tension  to  choose  Electors  is  condemned.  But 
held  weeks  or  months  before,  when  the  legislative  there  is  one  more  argument  to  be  brou'rht  aTainst 
body  selected  their  candidate;  and  the  nominal  them;  an  argument  not  invented,  butl'ound-  not 
Electors  are  nothing  but  messengers,  trusted  to  ;  taken  from  the  head,  but  drawn  from  the  pa^^e  of 
bring  the  votes  to  the  place  of  counting,  and  American  history  ;  from  the  Journal  of  the  L'on- 
without  any  more  power  over  them  than  the  i  vention  of  17S7,  from  the  act  of  the  great  men 
messenger  afterwards  employed  by  themselves  to  '  who  framed  the  Constitution.  An  argument  of 
take  up  these  same  legislative  votes,  and  bring    that  conclusive  nature  which  onlv  requires  to  be 


votes.  Yet.  the  legislative  bodies  are  pre-exist- 
ent,  to  the  extent  of  one,  two,  three,  and  even 
four  years :  and,  during  all  this  time,  are  subject 


them  on  to  the  Seal  of  Government. 

Fourthly.  The  Electoral  Colleges  are  to  sit  but 
one  day. 

The  reason  for  limiting  the   Electors  to  this 
transient  existence,  was  tu  prevent  the  possibilitv 


stated  to  silence  opposition. 

[Here  Mr.  B.  read  from  the  Journal  of  the 
Convention,  pages  02,  ICO.  324.  333,  to  show  that 
it  was  proposed,  at  one  time,  to  have  Electors 
chosen  by  the  Congress ;  at  another  to  have  them 


of  intrigues  and  corrupt  practices,  by  denying  the  appointed    bv  the   Governors   of  the  States  •  at 

time  that  would  be  necessarv  to  carry  them  into  another,  to  vest  the  power  of  choosin^.  them  in 

effect.     But  the  sittings  of  the    egislative  bodies  the  Legislatures  of  the  different  States  J  that  this 

are  not  under  the  control  of  this  limitation.  They  latter  proposition  was  actuallv   adopted   at  one 


idopted  at  one 
time,  on  the  19th  of  July,  anil  remained  in  the 
plan  ot  the  Constitution'  until  the  Gth  day  of 
September  tollowing,  when  it  was  struck  out  by 
a  vote  of  nine  States  against  two.  New  Hamp- 
shire, Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania.  Delaware.  Maryland,  Virginia, 
sappers  and  ;  and  Georgia,  in  favor  of  striking  out ;  North  and 
Fifthlv    Thp  ric/.t  r,i  r-  iT  '  ^""^'^  Carolina  in  favor  of  retaining  the  clause. 1 

Tk^  e  /\    .-.  ;  ^"<^h  an  argument  as  this    would  onlv  wpaWpV.  ,i 

■  J,h/p      7  °'  '^'  Const,,ul,o„  sought  to  pro-    He  had  tned  .he  leg  .laltTepre^,^  ioT  bv  the 
■ec.  the  P,e.,de„>,al  election  from  the  tnaueoce  I  word.of  the  Cons,!tm'i^;  by'unoremporane- 


sit  as  long  as  they  please— usually  several  month's 
—and,  during  all  that  time,  it  is  beset,  like  a  be- 
sieged fortress,  by  armies  of  intrigu«.rs;  cannon- 
aded with  books  and  with  pamphlets;  bombarded 
with  newspapers ;  perforated  with  the  rifle  shot 
of  private  and  confidential  letters;  and  under- 
mined by  the  silent  operations  of 
miners. 
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ous  construction  ;  by  all  the  reasons  which  led  to 
the  institution  of  Electoral  Colleges,  and  by  the 
vote  of  the  Convention  passing  upon  the  identi- 
cal point  in  question  ;  and,  upon  every  trial,  the 
pretension  was  condemned,  and  stood  before  the 
Senate  as  a  direct  infraction  of  the  Constitution, 
and  an  open  usurpation  of  the  rights  of  the 
people. 

Nothing  has  been  said  to  justify  it.  On  the 
contrary,  the  excuses  and  apologies  for  the  gene- 
ral ticket  and  legislative  systems,  have  turned  upon 
the  admission  of  their  impropriety.  The  Sena- 
tor from  New  York,  (Mr.  Va.n  Buren,)  in  that 
spirit  of  amity,  concession,  and  mutual  deference, 
which  cannot  be  too  much  admired,  has  even  pro- 
posed to  surrender  both  these  systems,  upon  con- 
dition, nevertheless,  that  the  small  States  should 
surrender  their  right  to  an  eventual  vote  for  Pres- 
ident, by  Staits,  in  the  House  of  Representatives. 
He  has  called  this  a  compromise,  and  has  cer- 
tainly urged  it  upon  the  Senate  with  unaffected 
and  becoming  seriousness.  But  the  proposition 
cannot  be  met.  The  terms  are  not  equivalent. 
On  the  part  of  the  great  States,  it  is  proposed  to 
relinquish  a  power,  usurped  from  the  people,  in 
violation  of  tne  Constitution  ;  on  the  part  of  the 
small  States,  it  is  proposed  to  surrender  a  Con- 
stitutional right:  the  one  growing  out  of  ambi- 
tion and  schemes  of  domination  ;  tne  other  grant- 
ed to  the  small  Stales  for  the  preservation  and 
security  of  their  rights.  Others  place  the  apology 
upon  different  grounds.  They  run  over  a  list  of 
the  States  which  have  adopted  these  modes,  and 
then  say,  they  must  adopt  the  same,  by  way  of 
self-defence,  and  that  they  will  discontinue  it 
when  the  rest  will  do  so.  Thus,  these  States  take 
the  attitude  of  Capsar  and  Pompey,  each  declining 
to  disband  his  army  first.  They  prefer  to  violate 
the  Constitution,  and  to  outrage  the  rights  of  the 
people,  rather  than  be  the  first  to  set  an  example 
of  justice  and  moderation. 

Two  questions,  o(  great  delicacy,  now  present 
themselves : 

1.  If  Electors  are  not  appointed  according  to 
the  Constitution,  can  their  votes  be  counted  ?    ; 

2.  If  objected  to,  who  shall  judge  them  ? 

\\.  is  the  duty  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  to 
count  the  votes.  Can  they  count  unconstitutional 
votes  ?  If  they  cannot,  shall  they  not  judge  every 
vote  before  it  is  counted  ? 

Mr.  B.  would  not  debate  these  questions.  He 
hoped  that  the  time  might  never  arrive  when  it 
should  be  necessary  to  debate,  much  less  to  de- 
cide them.  The  country  had  seen  the  agitation 
of  ISOO,  and  the  still  greater  agitation  ot  1820 ; 
yet  these  were  nothing  but  gentle  breezes,  dead 
calms,  compared  to  what  might  be  expected  if 
Congress  should  sit  in  judgment  upon  the  votes 
of  seven  States.  Yet,  if  it  shall  become  their 
duty,  shall  they  hesitate  ?  Shall  they  flinch  from 
the  defence  of  the  Constitution  which  they  have 
sworn  to  defend,  because  seven  States  may  stand 
ready  to  light  up  the  flames  of  civil  war,  if  not 
permitted  to  violate  that  sacred  instrument  ac- 
cording to  their  own  will  and  pleasure?  He 
spoke  hypothetically,  and  with  all  the  respect  for 


the  States  referred  to,  which  was  compatible  with 

the  undissembled  expression  of  his  own  opinion. 

;  It  was  not  his  intention  to  start  a  new  discussion, 

or  to  excite  feeling,  but  to  have  the  advantage  of 

a  new  and  powerful  consideration  in  favor  of  the 

;  district  system — in  favor  of  some  uniform  mode 

I  of  choosing  the  President ;  and  thus  bringing  back 

;  these  States  to  the  path  of  the  Constitution,  by 

the  gentle  means  of  an  amendment,  pointing  at 

no  one  in  particular,  and  bearing  upon  all  alike. 

Mr.  B.  proceeded  to  ar^ue  the  second  proposi-* 

Tio.N,  which  he  had  submitted  to  the  consideration 

of  the  Senate,  to  wit :  to  discontinue  the  use  of 

an  intermediate  body  of  Electors  in  the  choice  of 

President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States. 

He  read  from  the  Federalist.  No.  68,  to  show  the 

views  with  which  Electors  were  instituted  : 

**It  was  equally  desirable  that  the  immediate  elec- 
tion should  be  made  by  men  most  capable  of  analyzing 
the  qualities  adapted  to  the  station,  and  acting  under 
circumstances  most  favorable  to  deliberation,  and.  to 
a  judicious  combination  of  all  the  reasons  and  in- 
ducements that  were  proper  to  govern  their  choice. 
A  small  number  of  persons,  selected  by  their  fellow- 
I  citizens  from  the  general  mass,  will  be  most  likely  to 
possess  the  information  and  discernment  requisite  in 
so  complicated  an  investigation." 

By  the  Constitution  it  was  intended  that  the 
electoral  office  should  be  one  of  the  first  dignity 
in  the  Republic.  The  Electors  were  to  be  se- 
lected ;  men,  chosen  by  the  people  on  account  of 
their  superior  virtue  and  intelligence,  and  left  to 
make  choice  of  a  President,  according  to  their 
own  enlightened  understandings,  without  the 
I  slightest  control  from  the  less  informed  multitude. 
This  was  the  intention,  but  the  plan  has  wholly 
failed  in  the  execution.  The  Electors  are  not  in- 
dependent; they  have  no  superior  intelligence; 
they  are  not  left  to  their  own  judgment  in  the 
choice  of  President ;  they  are  not  above  the  con- 
trol of  the  people;  on  the  contrary,  every  Elector 
is  pledged,  before  he  is  chosen,  to  give^his  vote 
according  to  the  will  of  those  who  choose  him. 
He  is  nothing  but  an  agent,  lied  down  to  the  exe- 
I  cution  of  a  precise  trust.  Every  reason  which 
I  induced  the  Convention  to  institute  Electors  has 
failed.  They  are  no  longer  of  any  use,  and  may 
be  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  people.  They 
are  not  useful,  because  they  have  no  power  over 
their  own  vote,  and  because  the  people  can  vote 
for  a  President  as  easily  as  they  can  vote  for  an 
Elector.  They  are  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of 
the  people,  because,  in  the  first  place,  they  intro- 
duce extraneous  considerations  mto  the  election 
of  President ;  and,  in  the  second  place,  they  may 
sell  the  vote  which  is  intrusted  to  their  keeping. 
They  introduce  extraneous  considerations,  by 
bringing  their  own  character  and  their  own  exer- 
tions into  the  Presidential  canvass.  Every  one 
sees  this.  Candidates  for  Electors  are  now  se- 
lected, not  for  the  reasons  mentioned  in  the  Fed- 
eralist, but  for  their  devotion  to  a  particular  party ; 
for  their  popular  manners,  and  their  talent  at 
electioneering. 

The  Elector  may  betray  the  liberties  of  the  peo- 
ple, by  selling  his  vole.     The  operation  is  easy, 
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because  he  votes  by  ballot ;  detection  is  impossi- 
ble, because  he  does  not  sign   his  vote;    the  re- 
straint is  nothing  but   his  own  conscience,   for 
there  is  no  legal  punishment  for  his  breach  of 
trust.     If  a  swindler  defrauds  you  out  of  a  few 
dollars  in  property  or  money,  he  is  whipped  and 
pilloried,  and  rendered  infamous  in  the  eye  of  the 
law;  but,  if  an  Elector  should  defraud  forty  thou- 
\      sand  people  out  of  their  vote,  there  is  no  remedy 
but  to  abuse  him  in  the  newspapers,  where  the 
best  men  in  the  country  may  be  abused,  as  much 
as  Benedict  Arnold  or  Judas  Iscariot.     Every  rea- 
son for  instituting  Electors  has  failed,  and  every 
consideration   of   prudence   requires   them    to  be 
discontinued.     They  are  nothing  but  agents,  in 
a  case  which  requires  no  agent ;  and  no  prudent 
man  would,  or  ought,  to  employ  an  agent  to  take 
care  of  his  money,  his  property,  or  his  liberty, 
when  he  is  equally  capable  to  take  care  of  them 
himself 

But,  if  the  plan  of  the  Constitution   had  not 
failed — if  we  were  now  deriving  from   Electors 
all  the  advantages  expected  from  their  institution 
— I,  for  one,  said  Mr.  B.,  would  still  be  in  favor 
of  getting  rid  of  them.     I  should  esteem  the  in- 
corruptibility of  the  people,  their  disinterested  de- 
sire to  get  the  best  man  for  President,  to  be  more 
than  a  counterpoise  to  all  the  advantages  which 
might  be  derived  from  the  superior  intelligence 
of  a  more  enlightened,  but  smaller,  and,  therefore, 
more  corruptible  body.     I  should  be  opposed  to 
the  intervention  of  Electors,  because  the  double 
process  of  electing  a  man  to  elect  a  man,  would 
paralyze  the  spirit  of  the  people,  and  destroy  the 
life  of  the  election  itself     Doubtless  this  machin- 
ery was  introduced  into  our  Constitution  for  the 
purpose  of  softening  the  action  of  the  democratic 
'  element ;  but  it  also  softens  the  interest  of  the  peo- 
ple in  the  result  of  the  election  itself     It  places 
ihem  at  too  great  a  distance  from  their  first  ser- 
vant.    It  interposes  a  body  of  men  between  the 
people  and  the  object  of  their  choice,  and  gives  a 
false  direction  to  the  gratitude  of  the  President 
elected.     He  feels  4iimself  indebted  to  the  Elec- 
tors, who  collected  the  votes  of  the  people,  and 
not  to  the  people,  who  gave  their  votes  to  the 
Electors.     It  enables  a  few  men  to  govern  many, 
and,  in  time,  it  will  transfer  the  whole  power  of 
the  election  into  the  hands  of  a  few,  leavin«y  to 
the  people  the  humble  occupation  of  confirm^ing 
what  has  been  done  by  superior  authority. 

Mr.  B.  referred  to  historical  examples,  to  prove 
the  correctness  of  his  opinion. 

He  mentioned  the  Constitution  of  the  French 
Repubhc,  of  the  year  III,  of  French  liberty.  The 
people  to  choose  Electors;  these  to  choose  the 
.  Councils  of  Five  Hundred,  and  of  Ancients; 
and  these,  by  a  further  process  of  filtration,  to 
choose  the  Five  Directors.  The  effect  was,  that 
he  people  had  no  concern  in  the  election  of  their 
Chief  Magistrates  and  felt  no  interest  in  their 
frrL  ,7^'V'^'^/H'"'  '"'^^  ^"^  ^^P^J  ^a<^h  other 
eno^l^h^  l'"?^  'u'^''''  ^'^h  '^'  ^«"^^  '"d.fTer- 
thee.Ttlf ""  ''^  ^h7^ould  see  the  entrance  and 
tue  exit  of  so  many  players  on  a  stage.  It  was  the 
^me  thing  m  all  the  subaltern  Republics  orwhich 


I  the  French  armies  were  delivered,  while  overturn- 
ning  the  thrones  of  Europe.     The  constitutions 
of  the   Ligurian,   Cisalpine,  and   Parthenopeian 
Republics,  were  all  duplicates  of  the  mother  insti- 
tution, at  Paris ;  and  all  shared   the  same  fate. 
The  French  consular  constitution,  of  the  year 
VIII,  (the  last  year  of  French  liberty,)  preserved 
all  the  vices  of  the  Electoral   system  ;  and  from 
this  fact,  alone,  that  profound  observer,  Neckar, 
from  the  bosom  of  his  retreat,  in  the  midst  of  the 
Alps,  predicted  and  proclaimed  the  death  of  lib- 
erty in  F" ranee.     He  wrote  a  book  to  prove  thai, 
"  LUterty  would  he  mined  hy  providing  any  kind  of 
Subatitnfe  for  Popular   EUctions,''^  and   the    result 
verified   his  prediction,  in  four  years.     But   the 
strangest  of  all  arguments  against  the  use  of  Elec- 
tors, the  fact  which  goes  farther  than  all  other? 
to  prove  them  to  be  dangerous  to  the  rights  of  the 
people,  is,  that  they  are  continued  in   France,  at 
this  time,  under  thecliartcr  of  Louis  XVIII.    The 
people  choose  Electors,  as  under  the  constitutions 
of  the   years  III  and  VIII:  and  these  Electors 
choose  the  deputies  to  the  legislative  body.    Here- 
tofore, the  Court  party  contented  itself  with  a  ma- 
jority, but  the  signs  of  liberty  shown  by  the  mi- 
nority, in  opposing  the  Spanish  war,  lias  deter- 
mined it  to  have  the  entire  body  devoted   to  the 
Crown  ;  and  the  last  advices  inform  us,  that  the 
Chamber  would  be  dissolved  to  make  room  for  this 
change,  which  would   be  openly  effected  by  brib- 
ing the  Electors. 

Mr.  B.  regretted  that  the  young  Republic  of 
Colombia  had  adopted  the  Electoral  system,  both 
in  the  choice  of  representatives  in  the  Cortes,  and 
in  the  election  of  the  Supreme  Executive.  Doubt- 
less they  proceeded  upon  the  idea,  that  the  people 
w^re  not  sufficiently  enlightened  for  the  practice 
of  self-government  ;  but  the  body  of  the  people 
are  always  sincerely  devoted  to  the  interest  of 
their  country,  and  their  honest  mistakes  are  less 
dangerous  to  liberty  than  maybe  theartful  designs 
of  a  small  and  select  body. 

He  referred  to  the  era  of  the  adoption  of  the 
American  Constitution,  to  show,  that  many  en- 
lightened statesmen  were  then  opposed  to  the  use 
of  Electors.  From  the  debates  in  the  Virginia 
Convention,  he  read  several  passages  from  speeches 
delivered  by  Mr.  Monroe;  among  others,  the  fol- 
lowing : 

"  He  (the  President)  is  to  be  elected  in  a  man- 
'  ner  perfectly  dissatisfactory  to  my  mind.  I  be- 
^  heve  that  he  will  owe  his  election,  in  fact,  (o  the 
State  Governments,  and  not  to  the  people  at 
'  large."  "A  combination  among  the  Electors 
^  might  easily  happen,  which  would  fiJon  a  man 
'  every  way  improper.  Contemplate  tWIs  in  all  its 
'  consequence.s.      Foreign   nations,  W   their   in- 

*  trigues,may  havegreat influence,  in  efch  State,  in 
I  the  election  of  President.  Will  not  the  influence 

of  the  President  himself  have  great  weif^ht  on 

•  his  re-election  ?     The  variety  of  the  offices  at 
'  his  disposal,  will  acquire  him  the  favor  and  at- 
tachment of  those  who  aspire  after  them,  and  of 
their   friends.     He  will   have  some   connexion 
with  the  members  of  the  different  branches  of 

'  the  Government.     They  will  esteem  him,   be- 
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*  cause  they  will  be  acquainted  with  him,  live  in 
'  the  same  town,  and  often  dine  with  him.  This 
'  familiar  and  frequent  intercourse  will  secure  him 

*  great   influence.     I   presume,  when  once  he  is 

*  elected,  he  may  be  re-elected  forever." 

Third  Proposition  :  To  commit  the  election 
of  President  to  a  direct  vote  of  the  American 
people. 

This  is  not  a  new  project.  It  was  presented 
and  discussed  in  ilie  Convention  of  1787,  was 
twice  put  to  the  vote,  and  supported  by  the  States 
of  Pennsylvania  and  Delaware,  then  represented 
by  some  of  the  ablest  men  that  any  age  or  coun- 
try has  produced.     These  representatives  were — 

For  Pennsylvania —  For  Delatcare — 

Benjamin  Franklin,        George  Read, 


Gunning  Bedford, 
John  Dickinson, 
Richard  Basset,  and 


Thomas  Mifflin, 

Robert  Morris, 

George  Clymer, 

Thomas  Fitzsimmons,     Jacob  Broom. 

Jared  Ingersoll, 

James  Wilson,  and 

Gouverneur  Morris. 

Mr.  B.  took  a  pride  in  reviving  the  proposition 
of  these  great  men.  He  felt  himself  treading  upon 
safe  ground,  when  he  could  say  to  the  American 
people,  "  I  am  endeavoring  to  carry  into  effect 
the  plan  of  Benjamin  Franklin,  and  of  the  emi- 
nent statesmen  whose  names  have  been  just  read." 
And,  instead  of  l>eing  called  upon  for  an  argument 
in  support  of  a  [)lan  so  congenial  to  the  principles 
of  our  Government,  he  would  suppose  that  the 
American  people  would  call  for  the  reasons  which 
prevented  its  adoption  when  first  proposed.  These 
reasons  will  be  found  in  the  Federalist,  in  No. 
68,  and  reduce  themselves  to  objections  growing 
out  of— 

1.  The  extent  of  the  country  ; 

2.  The  difference  of  population  ; 

3.  Danger  of  foreign  interference; 

4.  Danger  of  corruption  ; 

3.  Want  of  intelligence  in  the  people; 

6.  Danger  of  tumults  and  popular  commotions. 

Without  inquiring  into  the  validity  of  these  ob- 
jections, at  the  time  that  they  were  urged,  it  will 
be  sufficient  to  consider  them  now,  and  to  show 
that,  with  the  experience  which  has  been  acquired 
since  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  and  in  the 
present  condition  of  America,  there  is  not  one  of 
them  which  does  not  admit  of  a  prompt  and  satis- 
factory answer. 

First.  The  extent  of  the  country.  This  objec- 
tion would  be  fatal,  if  the  American  citizens,  like 
the  Romans,  were  called  from  all  parts  of  the 
Republic  to  vote  at  the  Seat  of  Grovernment.  But 
they  will  continue  to  vote  where  they  now  do,  in 
their  respective  counties,  wards,  and  townships; 
the  time  only  will  be  fixed  by  Congress  to  make 
the  day  of  the  election  the  same  throughout  the 
Union  ;  but  all  the  forms  will  be  regulated  by  the 
State  Legislatures.  - 

Second.  Difference  of  population.  This  objec- 
tion would  be  fatal  if  the  votes  were  to  be  con- 
solidated in  one  general  return.  In  that  case  the 
slaveholding  States  would  lose  the   three  votes 


in  five  which  they  now  give  for  their  black  popu- 
lation. Doubtless  it  would  be  well  for  them  if 
they  could  lose  them  by  getting  rid  of  their  black 
population.  The  race  of  whites  would  take  their 
place,  and  five  would  count  five,  instead  of  count- 
ing three,  as  it  now  does.  It  is  the  peculiar  mis- 
fortune of  those  States  that,  to  all  the  evils  inci- 
dent to  the  possession  of  slaves,  is  superadded  a 
loss  of  political  weight  by  this  method  of  count- 
ing five  persons  for  three.  But  the  objection 
would  be  equally  fatal  if  all  the  States  were  non- 
slaveholding.  The  qualifications  of  voters  differ 
in  each.  In  some  the  right  of  suffrage  is  univer- 
sal ;  in  others  it  is  limited  to  those  who  have  paid 
a  tax;  in  others  to  those  who  hold  a  house,  or 
possess  real  estate;  and  in  all  a  residence  of 
greater  or  less  duration  is  required.  In  each  of 
these  the  same  mass  of  population  would  give  dif- 
ferent numbers  of  rotes.  But  this  objection  is 
avoided,  and  the  relative  weight  of  the  States  is 

f reserved,  precisely  as  fixed  by  the  Constitution, 
nstead  of  a  consolidated  vote,  the  election  will 
be  decided  by  districts.  Each  district  will  give 
one  vote,  as  it  now  chooses  one  Elector;  and  the 
candidate  preferred  in  the  district  will  be  entitled 
to  that  vote.  To  the  result,  it  will  be  wholly  im- 
material whether  the  district  containing  a  given 
number  of  souls,  say  40,000,  shall  contain  one 
thousand  or  seven  thousand  persons,  entitled  to 
vole  for  members  in  the  most  numerous  branch 
of  the  State  Legislature.  It  is  to  persons  thus  en- 
titled that  the  privilege  of  voting  for  President  is 
proposed  to  be  extended  :  and  it  will  depend  upon 
the  State  constitutions,  not  upon  Congress,  or  the 
Federal  Constitution,  to  restrain  or  enlarge  this 
privilege. 

Third.  Danger  of  foreign  interference.  That 
there  is  reason  to  apprehend  such  interference  is 
readily  admitted.  The  histories  of  all  elective 
Governments  are  full  of  examples.  Our  owa 
contains  one  instance  of  open  and  avowed  inter- 
ference, that  of  Genet's  proclamStion,  in  the  year 
1795.  But  it  is  denied  that  the  people  are  most 
subject  to  be  influenced  by  this  interference.  By 
what  means  do  foreign  nations  interfere  in  elec- 
tions? First,  by  troops;  secondly,  by  money. 
Our  local  position  frees  us  from  apprehension  of 
the  first ;  and,  as  for  money,  it  must  come  through 
the  hands  of  the  diplomatic  corps;  and  must  be 
distributed  to  the  persons  with  whom  they  con- 
gregate. W'ho  are  these  ?  American  farmers  ? 
No.  Foreign  Ministers  are  not  seen  in  the  inte- 
rior of  the  States,  at  the  houses  of  the  farmers, 
offering  gold  for  votes ;  and,  if  they  should  ever 
attempt  it,  they  would  find  many  to  answer,  with 
the  incorruptible  George  Reed,  "  The  King,  your 
master,  is  not  rich  enough  to  buy  me;"  and  not  a 
few  whose  answer  would  stop  forever  the  ad- 
vance of  the  Minister.  No,  s-ir,  foreign  agents  go 
to  small  bodies  of  men;  to  a  Polish  diet;  to  a 
Germanic  college  ;  to  a  conclave  of  holy  cardi- 
nals; and  we  know  how  they  go.  In  the  time  of 
Francis  and  Charles,  they  went  to  the  German 
Electors,  followed  by  long  trains  of  mules,  packed 
with  bags  of  gold  and  silver ;  but,  since  the  in- 
troduction of  bills  of  exchange,  the  company  of 
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the  long-eared  animals  is  dispensed  with.  A  scrip 
of  paper  is  equally  efficacious,  and  avoids  the 
scandal  of  a  public  display.  If  foreign  gold  shall 
ever  be  brought  to  influence  our  elections,  it  will 
go  to  the  Elector:*,  or  to  the  legislative  bodies, 
which  have  usurped  the  power  of  choosing  the 
President,  and  not  to  the  people  at  large.  We 
have  seen  the  time  when  tens  of  millions  would 
have  been  given  by  either  of  the  great  belligerents 
of  Europe  to  have  elevated  a  man  to  the  Presidency 
who  would  have  involved  the  Republic  in  the 
war,  as  one  of  their  allies;  and  these  times  may 
be  seen  again,  when  the  virtue  of  public  men 
shall  be  less  stern  than  it  has  been.  The  authors 
of  the  Federalist  were  unfortunate ;  they  were 
absolutely  unlucky  in  the  application  of  this  ob- 
jection. It  is  an  argument  for,  instead  of  against 
,  the  people,  and  recoils  with  overwhelming  force 
upon  a  small  body  of  Electors. 

Fourth.    Danger  of  corrupting  the  people.     This 
objection  is  taken  from  the  history  o/ small  States, 
composed  of  one  or  two  cities ;  or,  from  the  his- 
tory of  great  ones,  where  the  political  power  re- 
sided in  the  inhabitants  of  the  capital.     But,  ex- 
amples thus  derived,  have  no  application  to  the 
state  and  condition  of  the  American  people.  VV^hat 
would  be  the  means  of  corruption  in  the  United 
States  ?    They  have  already  been  exhibited  in  the 
speech  of  our  present  Chief  Magistrate,  delivered 
in  the  Virginia  Convention,  in  the  year  17SS,  and 
quoted  in  the  beginningof  this  argument.     Offices, 
loans,  contracts,  and   entertainments,   constitute 
those   means.     Apply    them   to   the   people.     Of 
offices,  there  would  not  be  one  for  a  thousand  ;  of 
loans,  not  one  in  an  hundred  thousand  would  have 
any  money  to  lend  on  terms,  either  good  or  bad ; 
of  contracts,  there  would  not  be  ten  in  the  thou- 
sand who  would  want  them,  nor  one  in  the  thou- 
sand who  could  get  them.     The  ^reat  extent  of 
the  Republic,  and  the  dispersed  situation  of  the 
iiihabitants,  would  render  it  impossible  to  entertain 
them  en  masse,  as  Caesar  did  the  Roman  citizens 
upon   his  return   from   Gaul.     The   twenty-two 
thousand  tables,  spread  by  that  conqueror,  for  the 
dregs  of  a  degenerate  city,  could  not  be  stretched 
from  Maine  to  Florida,  from  the  Atlantic  to  the 
Mississippi.      But,  change  the  direction  of  these 
engines  of  corruption.     Address  the  offices,  loans, 
contracts,  and  dinners,  to  a  College  of  Electors ! 
Do  you  see  this  book  ?  said  Mr.  B.,  (holdin<T  up 


has  appeared,  came  forth  on  the  1st  day  of  January, 
1S22. 

It  contains  two  hundred  and-fifty  seven  pages, 
every   page  contains   forty  names,  every    name 
fills  an  office,  and  every  office  draws  an  annual 
salary  out  of  the  public  Treasury,  varying  in  all 
degrees  from  nine  thousand  dollars  down  to  a  unit. 
The  whole  is  in  the  gift  of  the  Executive.     It 
is  the  book  of  Executive  patronage,  the  Blue  Book 
of  the  Republic,  the  Red  and  Gold  Book  of  the 
monarchies  of  Europe.     But  this  book  cannot  cor- 
rupt  the  people.      The   ten    thousand  offices   it 
contains,  could  effect  nothing  among  ten  millions 
of  people.     Nine  millions  nine  hundred  thousand 
would  remain  without  offices,  and  uncorrupted. 
But  apply  It  to  an  Electoral  college  of  two  hundred 
and  sixty-one  members,  or  to  a  small  Legislative 
body,  and  there  would  be  places,  by  dozens,  for 
themselves   and   their   friends.     The   virtue  and 
simplicity  of  this  day  must  pass  away.     The  time 
will  come,  when  political  power  will  be  bought, 
and  when  the  money  of  the  people  will  be  taken 
to  pay  the  price.     The  time  will  come,  when  the 
wifeless  and  childless  bachelor  shall  not  look  out 
for  a  successor  to  his  estate,  with  more  anxious 
solicitude  than  the  incumbent  President  shall  look 
out  for  a  successor  to  his  Presidential  power.    The 
time  will  come,  when  the  American  President, 
like  the  Roman  Emperors,  will  select  his  succes- 
sor, take  him  by  the  hand,  exhibit  him  to  the  peo- 
ple, place  him  upon  the  heights  and  eminences  in 
the  Republic,  display  him  in  every  amiable,  every 
attractive  point  of  view,  make  him  the  channel  of 
all  favor,  and  draw  the  whole  tribe  of  parasites 
and  office  hunters  to  the  feet  of  the  favorite.     We 
know  it  is  written,  that  more  nations  worship  the 
rising  than  the  setting  sun  ;  but,  let  the  two  suns 
appear  above  the  horizon  at  once ;  let  their  rays 
be  drawn  to  a  focus  upon  an  Electoral  college  or 
Legislative  assembly  ;  yes,  let  their  concentrated 
rays  fall  at  once  upon  the  double  ranks  of  their 
united  worshippers  ;  let  two  Blue  Books  be  dis- 
played at  once,  the  actual  President  paying  down 
his  ten  thousand  offices  and  the  heir  apparent 
giving  his  note  for  ten  thousand  more,  due  and 
payable  on  the  fourth  day  of  March  then  next 
ensuing!     What  virtue  could  stand  such  trials? 


an  octavo  volume  bound  in  blue  and  gold.)  *It  is 
the  brother  to  this,  (holdina:  up  another  much  less,) 
and  two  years  younger,  but,  contrary  to  the  laws 
ot  nature,  the  younger  is  one  fourth  the  largest. 
1  hese  books  are  compiled  under  a  resolution  of 
Congress,  and  directed  to  be  laid  upon  our  tables 
on  the  first  day  of  January  of  each  new  Congress. 
Ihe  one  which  was  due  on  the  first  day  of  Jan- 
uary last  has  not  yet  appeared.  I  was  anxious  to 
have  had  It,  and  to  have  compared  it  to  its  elder 
brethren  ^lor  I  am  much  mistaken  if  the  new  born 
cin  'n'r  l^'  T"^'""'  °*' '''  t)irth,  will  not  ex- 
wm  hi  .h"  ""'y^'^  '''''  '^"'^  '^^'  »he  increase 
tlefi^.        ^^ame,ineach  succeeding  member  of 

Iter  ^h^  'J^^'^  '°  ^r^'^'"'^  dimensions,  a  mon- 
ster shall  be  produced.     This  book,  the  last  that 


The  etrect  must  be  overwhelming  upon  a  small 
body  of  two  or  three  hundred  Electors ;  but  all 
these  temptations  would  becomeinsignificant  when 
scattered  and  dispersed  among  the  millions  of  peo- 
ple which  fill  the  Republic.     The  candidate  for 
their  hvor  could  derive  no  benefit  from  his  long 
li^  of  offices.    He  must  come,  with  a  list,  not  of 
I  offices  to  be  given,  but  of  services  performed,  in 
the  field  or  the  cabinet.     He  must  come,  like  the 
I  elder  Cato,  to  reform  the  manners  of  a  degenerate 
;  age,  by  an  example  of  simplicity  and  economy  in 
I  his  own  person— like  Appius  Claudius,  to  improve 
I  and  adorn  the  interior  of  his  country— like  Cicero, 
'  to  crush  conspirators  by  the  thunder  of  his  elo^ 
quence— like  Scipio.  to  expunge  the  rival  nation 
Iroin   the  face  of  the  earth— like  Marius,  scarred 
with    innumerable   wounds,   received    from    the 
public  enemy— he  must  come,  like  our  own  great 
Washington,  not    to  pillage  his  country,  but  to 
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serve  her,  and  to  retire  from  her  service,  through  f 
the  portals  of  everlasting  fame.  ' 

Mr.  B.  took  upHhe  nnh  objection.— Want  of 
sufficient  intelliorence  in  the  people  to  enable  them 
to  make  a  judicious  choice  of  President.  ' 

He  said,  this  objection  had  a  weight  in  the  year  ' 
1787,  to  which  it  is  not  entitled  in  the  year  1824. 
Our  Government  was   then  voung,  schools  and 
colleges  were  scarce,  political  science  was  then 
confined  to  few,  and  the  means  of  diffusing  intel-  : 
ligence,  were  both  inadequate  and  uncertain.    The 
experiment  of  a  popular  government  was  just  be-  ; 
ginnino;;  the  people  had  been  just  released  from 
subjection  to  an  hereditary  King,  and  were  not  yet 
practised  in  the  art  of  choosing  a  temporary  chief 
for  themselves.    But,  thirty-six  years  have  reversed  ' 
this  picture.     Thirty-six  years,  which  have  pro-  [ 
duced  so  many  wonderful  changes  in  America, 
have  accomplished  the  work  of  many  centuries 
upon  the  intelligence  of  its  inhabitants.     Within 
that   period,   schools,   colleges,   and   universities, 
have  multiplied  to  an  amazing  extent.    The  means 
ofdiffusingintelligencchave  been  wonderfully  aug- 
mented by  the  establishment  of  six  hundred  news- 
papers, and  upwards  of  five  thousand  post  offices.  ' 
The  whole  course  of  an  American's  lite,  civil,  so-  ' 
cial,   and   religious,  has   become  one  continued 
scene  of  intellectual  and  of  moral  improvement,  j 
Once  in  every  week,  more  than  eleven  thousand 
men,  eminent  for  learning  and  for  piety,  perform 
the  double  task  of  amending  the  hearts,  and  en- 
lightening the  understandings,  of  more  than  eleven 
thousand  congregations  of  people.     Under  the  be-  : 
nign   influence  of  a  free  Government,  both  our 
public  institutions  and  private  pursuits,  our  juries, 
elections,  courts  of  justice,  the  liberal  professions,  i 
and  the  mechanic  arts,  have  each  become  a  school 
of  political  science  and  of  mental  improvement. 
The  Federal  Legislature,  m  the  annual  message  ' 
of  the  President,  in  reports  from  heads  of  Depart-  | 
ments,  and  committees  of  Congress,  and  speeches 
of  members,  pours  forth  a  flood  of  intelligence  • 
which  carries  its  waves  to  the  remotest  confines  1 
of  the  Republic.     In  the  different  States,  twenty- 
four  State  Executives,  and  State  Legislatures,  are 
annually    repeating    the  same   process  within    a  > 
more  limited  sphere.     The  habii  ofuniversal  trav- 


elling, and  the  practice  of  universal  interchange 
of  thought,  are  continually  circulating  the  intelli- 
gence of  the  country,  and  augmenting  its  mass. 
The  face  of  our  country  itself,  its  vast  extent,  its 
grand  and  varied  features,  contribute  to  expand 
the  human  intellect  and  to  magnify  its  power. 
Less  than  half  a  century  of  the  enjoyment  of  lib- 
erty has  given  practical  evidence  of  the  great 
moral  truth,  that,  under  a  free  Government,  the 
power  of  the  intellect  is  the  only  power  which 
rules  the  affairs  of  men;  and  virtue  and  intelli- 
gence the  only  durable  passports  to  honor  and  pre- 
ferment. The  conviction  of  this  great  truth  has 
created  an  universal  taste  for  learning  and  for  read- 
ing, and  has  convinced  every  parent  that  the  en- 
dowments of  the  mind  and  the  virtues  of  the  heart 
are  the  only  imperishable,  the  only  inestimable 
riches  which  he  can  leave  to  his  posterity.  I  be- 
lieve the  American  people,  said  Mr.  B.,  to  be  the 


most  enlightened  upon  earth  ;  and  I  say  this,  with 
the  full  recollection  of  the  ridicule  attempted  to  be 
cast  on  the  Federal  Legislature,  some  ten  years 
ago,  for  an  imputed   design  to  decree  itself  the 
wisest  assembly  in  the  world;  which,  if  it  had 
done,  I,  for  one,  should  have  placed  the  resolve  ia 
the  chapter  of  decrees,  true  in  themselves,  but  un- 
seasonably proclaimed.     I  repeat  the  expression 
of  my  belief,  with  the  full  knowledge  of  the  fact 
that,  within  three  years  past  it  has  been  tauntingly 
demanded,  '•  who,  in  the  four  quarters  of  the  globe, 
reads  an  American  book?"     And  I  know,  that 
this  supercilious  interrogatory  was  put  by  the  lu- 
minaries of  the  first  city  of  a  kingdom,  the  popu- 
lace of  whose  second  city,  within  that  period,  yes, 
within  two  years  past,  in  open  day,  in  the  presence 
of  the   magistrates,  in  defiance  of  the  laws,  in 
masses  of  tens  of  thousands,  rose  upon  a  poor  man, 
their  countryman  and  fellow  townsman,  a  maker 
of  paints  by  trade,  and  demolished  his  house,  de- 
stroyed his  property,  and  were  proceeding  to  put 
himself  to  death,  when  the  arrival  of  dragoons 
and  the  blows  of  sabres  released  the  victim  ;  and 
all  this,  because  this  enlightened  populace  of  the 
second  city  in  the  kingdom,  had  taken   it  into 
their  illuminated  heads  to  believe  that  the  poor 
paintmaker  compounded  his  red   paints  of  little 
children's  blood,  whom  he  caught  and  killed  for 
that  purpose  !     And  now,  I  wouFd  ask  a  question  in 
my  turn.     I  would  ask.  if  there  is  a  village  in  the 
most  obscure  part  of  the  Republic  in  which  even 
a  mob  of  ten  year  old  boys  could  have  been  raised 
upon  such  an  absurd  vile  fabrication  ?     But,  I  will 
answer  the  Edinburg  question.     I  will  tell  these 
reviewers  who  it  is,  in  the  four  quarters  of  the 
world,  that  reads  an  American  book;  and  I  will 
say  that,  wherever  liberty  exists,  in  whatsoever 
clime  she  has  a  temple  and  a  votary,  on  whatso- 
ever portion  of  the  earth  the  hands  of  freemen  are 
employed  in  laying  the  foundations  of  a  new  em- 
pire, or  in  repairing  the  ruins  of  an  old  one,  whe- 
ther it  is  in  Europe  or  in  Asia,  in  North  or  in 
South  America,  there  American  books  are  read, 
and  not  only  read,  but  they  bear  away  the  paltn 
from  all  that  was  ever  written  by  the  Lockes  and 
Montesquieus  of  England  and  France,  by  the  Pla- 
tos  and  Solons  of  Greece  and  of  Rome. 

But,  whether  the  objection  to  the  intelligence 
of  the  people  was  well  or  ill  founded  in  the  year 
17S7,  it  was  at  least  consistent  with  the  intention 
of  the  Constitution  at  that  time.  It  was  the  in- 
tention of  that  day  that  the  people  should  not 
select  the  President;  that  they  should  limit  them- 
selves to  the  choice  of  Electors,  to  whose  superior 
information  and  discernment  the  election  of  the 
Chief  Magistrate  should  iDe  entirely  committed. 
But  this  intention  has  failed  in  practice.  The 
people  now  select  the  candidate  for  the  Presidency, 
and  then  choose  an  Elector  pledged  to  support 
their  choice.  An  objection  to  the  intelligence  of 
the  people  would,  at  this  time,  be  both  unfounded 
in  fact,  and  inconsistent  with  established  practice. 
The  advocate  for  the  objection  would  find  him- 
self in  a  dilemma,  and  I  am  curious  to  see  upon 
which  horn  of  it  he  would  choose  to  hang  himself 
in  the  face  of  the  American  people. 
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Sixth.  Danger  of  tumults  and  popular  commo- 
tions. This  objection  is  taken  from  the  history 
of  the  ancient  republics;  from  the  tumultuary 
elections  of  Rouil'  and  Greece.  But  the  justness 
of  the  example  is  denied.  There  is  nothing  in  the 
laws  of  physiology  which  admits  a  parallel  be- 
tween the  vmdiciive  Italian,  the  volatile  Greek; 
and  the  phlegmatic  American.  There  is  nothing 
in  the  state  of  the  resp)ective  countries,  or  in  their 
manner  of  voting,  which  makes  one  an  example 
for  the  other.  The  Romans  voted  in  mass,  at  a 
single  voting  place,  even  when  the  qualified  voters 
amounted  to  four  millions  of  persons.  They  came 
to  the  polls  armed,  and  divided  into  classes,  and 
voted,  not  by  heads,  but  by  centuries.  In  the  Gre- 
cian republics  ail  the  voters  were  brought  together 
in  one  great  city,  and  decided  the  contest  in  one 
great  struggle.  In  such  assemblages,  both  the  in- 
ducement to  violence,  and  the  means  of  commit- 
ting It,  were  prepared  bv  the  Government  itself. 
In  the  United  States  all  this  is  different.  The 
voters  are  assembled  in  small  bodies,  at  innumera- 
ble voting  places,  distributed  over  a  vast  extent  of 
country.  They  come  to  the  polls  without  arms, 
without  odious  distinctions,  without  any  tempta- 
tion to  violence,  and  with  every  inducement  to 
harmony.  If  heated  during  the  day  of  election, 
they  cool  off  upon  returning  to  their  homes,  and 
resuming  their  ordinary  occupations.  A  month 
afterwards,  when  the  result  of  a  Presidential  elec- 
tion would  be  known,  the  body  of  the  people 
would  be  loo  much  occupied  with  their  own  con- 
cerns, and  too  sensible  to  the  voice  of  reason,  to 
think  of  taking  up  arms  in  favor  of  an  unsuccess- 
ful candidate.  The  party,  defeated  at  an  election, 
roitNt  fight  upon  the  spot,  or  never.  Sleep  and 
dispersion  rapidly  cool  their  belligerent  passions, 
lustead  of  violence,  it  is  apathy  which  we  have 
to  dread  in  our  Presidential  elections.  Thexe  is 
loo  much  apathy  at  this  time  upon  the  subject  of 
the  impending  election.  The  intempjcrance  of 
some  newspapers,  the  heat  of  some  cities,  and  the 
fury  of  some  partisans  furnish,  no  criterion  for 
estimating  ^the  temper  of  the  continent.  The 
tranquillity  of  the  American  people  is  not  affected 
by  these  local  agitations.  Some  citizens  confine 
themselves  to  the  inquiry:  "Who  will  you  give 
us  for  President  ?"  The  question  implying  the 
humiliating  fact  that  an  American  citizen  has  no 
weight  in  the  choice  of  the  first  of&cer  of  the 
Republic.  Others  are  quietly  looking  out  for  the 
best  man  to  administer  their  affairs,  and  all  agree 
in  holding  in  the  uttermost  contempt  every  effort 
to  impose  upon  their  judgment,  whether  the  fraud 
shall  be  exhibited  in  the  shape  of  poisonous  de- 
traction, or  of  fulsome  adulation. 

But  let  us  admit  the  truth  of  the  objection. 
Let  us  admii  that  the  American  people  would  be 
as  tumultuary  at  their  Presidential  elections,  as 
were  the  citizens  of  the  ancient  Republics  at  the 
election  of  their  Chief  Magistrates.  What  then  ? 
Are  we  thence  to  infer  the  inferiority  of  the  offi- 
cers thus  elected,  and  the  consequent  degradation 
of  the  countries  o.,.r  which  they  presided?  I 
answer  no.  So  far  from  it,  ihat  I  assert  the  supe- 
riority ot  these  officers  over  all  others  ever  ob- 


tained for  the  same  countrie?,  either  by  hereditary 
succes>ion,  or  the  most  select  mode  of  election. 
I  affirm  those  periods  of  history  to  be  the  most 
glorious  in  arms,  the  most  renowned  in  arts,  the 
most  celebrated  in  letters,  the  most  useful  in  prac- 
tice, and  the  most  happy  in  the  condition  of  the 
people,  in  which  the  whole  body  of  the  citizens 
voted  direct  for  the  chief  officer  of  llieir  country. 
Take  the  history  of  that  Commonwealth  which 
yet  shines  as  the  leading  star  in  the  HrmameDt  of 
nations.  Of  the  twenty-five  centuries  that  the 
Roman  State  has  existed,  to  what  period  do  we 
look  for  the  generals  and  statesmen,  the  poets  and 
orators,  the  philosophers  and  historians,  the  kculp- 
tors,  painters,  and  architects,  whose  immortal 
works  have  fixed  upon  their  country  the  admiring 
eyes  of  all  succeeding  ages  ?  Is  it  to  the  reigns  of 
the  seven  first  Kings? — to  the  reigns  of  the  Em- 
perors, proclaimed  by  the  praetorian  bands? — to 
the  reigns  of  the  Sovereign  Pontiffs,  chosen  by  a 
select  body  of  electors  in  a  conclave  of  most  holy 
cardinals  ?  No— we  look  to  none  of  these,  but  to 
that  short  interval  of  four  centuries  and  a  half 
which  lies  between  the  expulsion  of  the  Tarquius 
and  there-establishment  of  monarchy  in  the  person 
of  Oclavius  Caciar.  It  is  to  this  short  period,  dur- 
ing which  the  consuls,  tribunes,  and  praetors,  were 
annually  elected  by  a  direct  vote  of  the  people,  to 
which  we  look  ourselves,  and  to  which  we  direct 
the  infant  minds  of  our  children,  for  all  the  works 
and  monuments  of  Roman  greatness  ;  for  roada, 
bridges,  and  aqueducts,  constructed  ;  for  victories 
gained,  nations  vanquished,  commerce  extended, 
treasure  imported,  libraries  founded,  learning  en- 
couraged, the  arts  flourishing,  the  city  embel- 
lished, and  the  Kings  of  the  earth  humbly  suing 
to  be  admitted  into  the  friendship,  and  taken  un- 
der the  protection  of  tiie  Roman  people.  It  was 
of  this  luagnificient  period  that  Cicero  spoke, 
when  he  proclaimed  the  people  of  Rome  to  be 
the  masters  of  Kings,  and  the  conquerors  and 
commanders  of  all  the  nations  of  the  earth.  And, 
what  Is  wonderful,  during  the  whole  period,  in  a 
succession  of  four  hundred  and  fifty  annual  elec- 
tions, the  people  never  once  preferred  a  citizen  to 
the  consulship  who  did  not  carry  the  prosperity 
and  glory  of  the  Republic  to  a  point  beyond  that 
at  which  be  bad  found  it. 

It  IS  the  same  with  the  Grecian  Republics. 
Thirty  centuries  have  elapsed  since  they  were 
founded  ;  yet  it  is  to  an  ephemeral  period  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  years  only,  the  period  of  pop- 
ular elections,  which  intervened  between  the  dis- 
persion of  a  cloud  of  petty  tyrants  and  the  com- 
ing of  a  great  one  in  the  person  of  Philip,  King 
of  Macedon,  that  we  are  to  look  for  that  gafaxy 
of  names  which  shed  so  much  lustre  upon  their 
country,  and  in  which  we  are  to  find  the  first 
cause  of  that  intense  sympathy  which  now  buro.s 
in  our  bosoms  at  the  name  of  Greece. 

These  short  and  brilliant  periods  exhibit  the 
great  triumph  of  popular  elections ;  often  tumul- 
tuary, often  stained  with  blood,  but  always  ending 
gloriously  for  the  country.  Then  the  right  of 
suffrage  was  enjoyed  ;  the  sovereignty  of  the  peo- 
ple was  no  fiction.     Then  a  sublime  spectacle 
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was  seen,  when  the  Roman  citizen  advanced  to 
the  polls  and  proclaimed  :  "  I  vote  for  Cato  to  be 
Consul ;"  the  Athenian,  "  I  vote  for  Aristides  to 
be  Archon;"  the  Theban,  "I  vote  for  Pelopidas 
to  be  BoEOtarch  ;"  the  Lacedemonian,  "  I  vote  for 
Leonidas  to  be  first  of  the  Ephori."  And  why 
cannot  an  American  citizen  do  the  same?  Why 
may  not  he  go  up  to  the  poll  and  proclaim,  "I 
vote  for  Thomas  Jefferson  to  be  President  of  the 
United  States  ?"  Why  is  he  compelled  to  put  his 
vote  in  the  hands  of  another,  and  to  incur  all 
the  hazards  of  an  irresponsible  agency,  when  he 
himself  could  immediately  give  his  vote  for  his 
own  chosen  candidate,  without  the  slightest  assist- 
ance from  agents  or  managers  ? 

But,  said  Mr.  B.,  I  have  other  objections  to  these 
intermediate  Electors.  They  are  the  peculiar  and 
favorite  institution  of  aristocratic  republics,  and 
elective  monarchies.  I  refer  the  Senate  to  the 
late  Republics  of  Venice  and  Genoa;  of  France, 
and  her  litter;  to  the  kingdom  of  Poland;  the 
Empire  of  Germany,  and  the  Pontificate  of  Rome. 
On  the  contrary,  a  direct  vote  by  the  people  is  the 
peculiar  and  favorite  institution  of^democratic 
republics;  as  we  have  just  seen  in  the  Govern- 
ments of  Rome,  Athens,  Thebes,  and  Sparta  ;  to 
which  may  be  added  the  principal  cities  of  the 
Amphyctionic  and  Achaean  leagues,  and  the  re- 
nowned Republic  of  Carthage  when  the  rival  of 
Rome. 

I  have  now  answered  the  objections  which  were 
brought  forward  in  the  year  '87.  I  ask  for  no 
judgment  upon  their  validity  at  that  day,  but  I 
affirm  them  to  be  without  force  or  reason  in  the 
year  1824.  Time  and  experiencejvave  so  decided. 
Yes,  luiie  and  experience,  the  onljrTnfallible  tests 
of  good  or  bad  institutions,  have  now  shown  that 
the  continuance  of  the  Electoral  system  will  be 
both  useless  and  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the 
people,  and  that  "  the  only  effectual  mode  of  pre- 
serving our  Government  from  the  corruptions 
which  have  undermined  the  liberty  of  so  many 
nations,  is,  to  confide  the  election'of  our  Chief 
Magistrate  to  those  who  are  farthest  removed 
from  the  influence  of  his  patronage;"*  that  is  to 
say,  to  the  whole  body  of  American  citizens! 

One  other  objection  yet  remains  to  be  named 
and  answered,  an  objection  of  recent  origin, 
stated  for  the  first  time  on  this  floor,  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  New  York,  (Mr.  Van  Buren.)  In 
substance  it  is  this,  that,  by  giving  the  election  to 
the  people  in  districts,  the  votes  for  President 
would  be  more  apt  to  scatter  among  various  can- 
didates, less  apt  to  concentrate  upon  one  or  two; 
and  thereby  the  chances  of  an  eventual  reference 
to  the  House  of  Representatives  would  be  in- 
creased. 

The  analysis  of  this  objection  shows  it  to  be  an 
objection  purely  and  simply  to  the  district  system, 
as  the  votes  would  be  liable  to  scatter  precisely 
as  much  in  choosing  Electors  by  districts,  as  in 
voting  for  President  by  districts.  In  either  case 
the  majority  would  lose  the  power  of  impressing 

•  Report  of  the  Committee  of  H.  R.  by  Mr  Mc- 
Duffie. 


the  minority;  and  that  they  ought  to  lose  it,  has, 
in  my  opinion,  been  sufficiently  shown  in  the  be- 
ginning of  this  argument.  But  it  is  not  admitted 
that  the  result  would  be  as  apprehended  by  the 
Senator  from  New  York.  In  the  first  place,  the 
candidates  for  the  Presidency,  be  their  number 
what  It  may  in  the  first  stages  of  the  canvass,  will 
always  reduce  themselves,  or  be  redu::ed,  by  the 
force  of  circumstance?,  to  two  or  three  individuals, 
before  the  day  of  election  comes  found.  In  the 
second  place,  admitting  that  the  votes  of  one 
State  may  scatter,  yet  the  votes  of  all  the  others 
may  scatter  likewise  ;  and  what  is  lost  by  a  par- 
ticular candidate  in  one  State  may  be  gained  by 
him  in  another. 

Fourth — To  continue  the  umpirage  in  the 
House  of  Representatives,  in  all  cases  in  which  no 
candidate  receives  a  majority  of  the  whole  number 
of  votes. 

This  is  the  last  proposition,  said  Mr.  B.,  which 
I  have  had  the  honor  to  submit  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Senate.  In  taking  it  up  I  have  to  re- 
?:ret  that  I  shall  find  myself  separating  in  opinion 
rom  those  from  whom  I  can  never  divide  with- 
out a  painful  apprehension  that  I  am  going  into 
error.  My  sensibility  to  this  unpleasant  sensation 
is  increased  upon  this  occa.sion,  because,  in  divid- 
ing from  so  many  whose  judgments  I  reverence, 
I  seem  to  take  the  direct  road  which  leads  to  the 
interest  of  my  own  State.  But,  notwithstanding 
the  embarrassing  effect  of  this  appearance,  I  will 
cheerfully  throw  myself  upon  the  candor  of  the 
Senate  while  I  briefly  show  that  the  real  interest 
of  Missouri,  in  this  question,  is  directly  opposite 
to  what  it  seems  to  be.  ^ 

This  infant  State  is  now  called  small ;  but  she 
contains  all  the  elements  of  future  greatness.  She 
has  sixty  thousand  square  miles  of  territory,  and 
a  soil  and  climate  adapted  to  the  support  of  the 
h.eaviest  population.  Her  mines  and  salines  will 
give  rise  to  great  manufacturing  establishments. 
Her  geojgraphical  position,  in  the  centre  of  the 
valley  of  the  Mississippi,  will  give  her  great  po- 
litical weight,  and  in  war  her  whole  force  will  be 
disposable,  because  she,  herself,  will  be  inattack- 
able.  The  wonderful  phenomenon  of  thirty  thous- 
and miles  of  navigable  water,  uniting  in  her  cen- 
tre, and  flowing,  by  one  channel,  to  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico,  will  give  her  commercial  advantages 
unequalled  by  any  other  interior  part  of  the  globe. 
On  the  basis  of  the  ordinary  population  of  old 
countries,  one  hundred  and  fifty  to  the  square 
mile,  she  will  be  able  to  contain  nine  millions  of 
souls,  equal  to  the  entire  white  population  of  the 
United  States  at  this  day.  Looking  to  these  facts, 
and  it  is  clear  that  the  permanent  interest  of  Mis- 
souri lies  with  the  powerful,  not  with  the  weak 
Slates.  But.  leaving  out  of  view  all  considera- 
tions of  this  kind  ;  placed  on  a  theatre  which  is 
elevated  far  above  the  atmosphere  of  local  inter- 
ests; charged  with  the  sacred  duty  of  legislating 
for  the  whole  American  peple,  1  claim  for  myself 
no  more  than  I  freely  grant  to  every  member  of 
the  Senate,  a  sincere  desire  to  perpetuate  our  re- 
publican institutions,  and  to  save  that  union  of 
the  Slates  upon  which  will  depend  the  happiness 
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and  prosperity  of  our  descendants,  when  we  our- 
selves shall  be  beyond  the  reach  of  any  earthly 
government,  either  good  or  bad. 

The  amendment  reported  by  the  committee  pro- 
poses to  take  away  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives the  eventual  right  of  voting  by  States  for 
President,  and  t^  vest  it  in  both  Houses  of  Con- 
gress, voting  by  head?.  The  effect  of  this  amend- 
ment would  be  to  give  the  election  of  President, 
unconditionally  and  absolutely,  to  the  powerful 
States. 

I  am  opposed  to  the  principle  of  this  amend- 
ment, because  it  goes  to  the  subversion  of  the 
Government  under  which  we  live. 

The  Constitution  of 'S7,  reposes  upon  two  prin- 
ciples :  one  federative,jdepending  upon  the  States ; 
the  other  representative,  depending  upon  popula- 
tion. Both  are  combined  throughout  the  whole 
frame  of  the  General  Government.  The  most 
inconsiderable  bill  cannot  become  a  law  of  Con- 
gress, without  submitting  to  the  authority  of  each 
of  these  principles.  It  must  receive  the  double 
ratification,  once  by  a  majority  of  people  in  the 
Houseof  Representatives,  and  once  by  a  majority 
of  States  in  ,this  chamber.  The  two  principles 
are  absolute  in  their  application  \o  every  measure 
of  the  Federal  Legislature  ;  but,  in  the  election  of 
President,  the  federative  principle  is  contingent, 
and  contingent  too  upon  the  will  of  those  who 
have  the  inclination  and  the  power  to  prevent  the 
contingency  from  ever  happening. 

Before  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  the 
federative  principle  alone  operated.  There  was 
but  one  House  of  Congress,  each  State  had  but 
one  vote,  and  the  majority  of  States  decided  every 
question. 

The  Constitution  itself,  was  formed  in  the  same 
way,  in  a  convention  voting  by  States,  and  the 
majority  of  Slates  deciding  every  question. 

The  great  difficulty  in  the  convention  was,  to 
^x  upon  the  mode  in  which  votes  should  be  counted 
upon  national  subjects;  the  large  States  wishing 
that  a  majority  of  population  should  prevail,  and 
the  small  ones,  that  a  majority  of  States  should 
govern.  The  result  was  a  conipromise,  by  which 
both  principles  were  brought  into  operation,  each 
as  a  check  upon  the  other. 

The  combination  was  new  and  happy.  No 
example  in  any  previous  confederacy,  nor  any 
writer  in  theory,  had  furnished  the  hint.  The 
world  is  indebted  for  it  to  the  great  men  who 
framed  the  American  Constitutipn,  and,  beyond 
all  doubt,  it  will  give  a  duration  to  our  Govern- 
ment which  could  not  be  expected  from  a  simple 
confederation,  voting  by  States,  nor  from  a  con- 
solidated republic  deciding  every  question  by  the 
majority  of  numbers. 

But  no  human  institution  is  perfect,  nor  are 
there  any  two  principles  upon  earth  which  can 
precisely  balance  each  other.  One  must  be  the 
weakest,  from  thebeginnmg;  and,  in  practice,  the 
weak  must  become  weaker,  and  the  strong  more 
powerful,  until  the  absolute  mastery  of  one,  and 
the  absolute  subserviency  of  the  other,  is  completely 
established.  *^        ' 

In  the  plan  of  our  Government,  the  federative 


principle  is  the  weak  ;  the  representative,  the  strong 
one.  The  federative,  rests  upon  the  Stales,  which 
are  few;  the  representative,  upon  the  people, 
who  are  numerous.  In  time,  the  most  powerful 
must  master  the  other ;  and  the  attack  has  now 
bfgun. 

The  amendment  reported  by  the  committee,  is 
an  attack  upon  this  principle,  not  in  its  whole  ex- 
tent, but  in  one  point.     VVhat  is  this  point  ?     It 
is  called  ''an  election  of  President  by  the  House  of 
Representatives." 

In  researches  after  truth,  it  is  important  to  use 
accurate  expressions.  This  phrase  is  not  accurate. 
The  House  of  Representatives  have  no  power  to 
"elect,"'  a  President.  They  have  no  elective  fac- 
ulty, no  power  of  choice;  they  are  limited  to  the 
humble  occupation  of  preferring  one  out  of  three, 
each  of  whom  may  be  obnoxious  to  them.  They 
are  nothing  but  arbitrators,  referred  to  as  mutual 
friends,  to  settle  a  question  of  mutual  interest.  A 
reference  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  is  clearly 
a  case  of  a  nomination  of  three  candidates  by  the 
people,  and  the  acceptance  of  one  by  the  States ; 
with  the  important  qualification  that  the  people 
only  nominate  to  the  States  when  they  cannot 
agree  among  themselves.  It  is  not  a  case  of 
''election  ;"'  but  a  sort  of  substitute  fur  the  gold 
and  silver  balls  in  the  choice  of  a  Doge  of  Venice. 

Before  we  examine  the  objections  to  the  main 
question,  we  will  stop  a  moment  to  examine  the 
case  of  ISOO,  the  example  always  referred  to  as 
the  one  to  be  dreaded,  and  to  avoid  the  repetition 
of  which,  is  one  of  the  main  arguments  in  favor 
of  amending  the  Constitution.  Now,  the  fact  is, 
the  case  of  l&UO  cannot  possibly  happen  again. 
It  was  not  for  want  of  a  majority  that  the  decision 
then  went  to  the  House  of  Representatives  ;  for 
two  candidates  had  each  a  majority,  and  that 
majority  was  the  same ;  73  fur  \lr.  Jefferson,  and 
73  for  Mr.  Burr.  It  was  not  for  want  of  a  ma- 
jority, but  fur  want  of  designation,  that  the  ques- 
tion went  to  the  House;  and  this  can  never  hap- 
pen again,  for  the  Constitution  has  been  amended, 
and  the  votes  given  for  President,  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent, are  now  designated  in  the  ballots.  The  fact 
of  that  case  can  never  happen  again,  nor  the  ex- 
citement which  it  produced.  What  was  the  cause 
of  that  excitement;  of  that  indignation  and  rage 
which  inflamed  the  country?  It  was  the  fact 
that  a  man  who  had  not  received  one  vote  for 
President  was  about  to  be  made  President  over 
the  man  who  had  received  a  majority  of  the  peo- 
ple's votes ;  it  was  because  a  candidate,  preferred 
by  one  party  to  the  second  office  in  the  Republic, 
was  taken  up  by  the  opposite  party,  turned  upon 
his  old  friends,  and  made  the  instrument  of  crush- 
ing their  success  in  the  moment  of  enjoyment ; 
it  was  because  the  people  were  to  be  cheated  out 
of  their  choice  by  what  they  btlieved  to  be  a  fraud- 
ulent and  treasonable  combination  against  tliem. 
If  the  thirty-six  ballotings  had  been  bt-tween  Mr. 
Adams  and  Mr.  Jefferson,  there  would  have  been 
no  talk  of  a  civil  war,  no  menace  of  marching 
troops.  Both  these  gentlemen  had  been  voted  for 
as  President ;  the  country  was  nearly  divided  be- 
tween them,  and  the  defeated  party  would  have 
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taken  their  defeat  tranquilly,  because  it  would 
have  been  fair.  The  case  of  1800  can  never  hap- 
pen again,  neither  in  point  of  fact,  nor  in  the  ex- 
citement which  it  produced,  and  I  protest  against 
it  as  an  argument  in  lavor  of  altering  the  Consti- 
tution. 

Mr.  B.  then  proceeded  to  the  objections  brought 
against  the  continuanceof  this  power  in  the  House 
of  Representatives.  These  were  of  two  kinds : 
one  of  principle,  because  it  levelled  the  power  of 
the  States  ;  the  other  of  detail,  because  the  House 
of  Representatives  is  held  to  bean  unfit  depository 
of  this  principle. 

To  show  the  possible  operation  of  this  princi- 
ple, a  table  has  been  exhibited  in  all  the  newspa- 
pers, demonstrating  that  thirty-one  members  of 
Congress,  from  thirteen  of  the  smallest  Slates, 
may  be  able  to  decide  the  election.  The  table  is 
not  new.  It  was  exhibited  in  the  Convention  of 
'87,  and  in  the  Virginia  Convention,  which  rati- 
fied the  Constitution;  and  produced,  at  that  time, 
a  result  still  more  astounding;  for,  according  to 
these  tables,  fifteen  members,  from  the  seven 
smallest  States,  were  to  effect  the  election.  I  re- 
fer to  these  old  calculations  fur  the  purpose  of  show- 
ing that  the  evil  now  so  much  dreaded  is  not  a  new 
discovery,  but  was  perfectly  understood  before  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution;  and,  though  urged 
in  its  most  imposing  form,  was  not  sufficient  to 
prevent  its  adoption  in  a  single  Stale.  It  was 
then  considered,  as  it  now  must  be,  as  the  mere 
calculation  of  a  possible  case  which  can  never 
happen.  So  many  State*:,  so  widelv  dispersed, 
(for  the  table  takes  in  Maine  and"  Louisiana, 
Delaware  and  Missouri,  Rhode  Island  and  Ala- 
bama, and  many  others  equally  remote  from  each 
other,)  so  many  States,  without  community  of 
interest  or  feeling,  can  never  unite  in  a  common 
object,  still  less  to  effect  their  purpose  by  the  mir- 
aculous coincidence  of  a  majority  of  one  in  thir- 
teen successive  instances;  and  without  this  mir- 
aculous concurrence  of  the  same  majority,  the 
table  loses  all  its  imposing  effect,  and  would  show 
thirteen  States,  having  forty-five  representatives, 
and  entitled  to  seventy-one  electoral  votes,  uni- 
ting in  one  object,  and  deciding  the  election.  Mr. 
B.  said  he  would  exhibit  another  table  to  the 
Senate,  which  he  believed  to  be  new.  and  not  only 
possible,  but  probable. 

The  whole  number  of  electoral  votes  at  present 
is  iwo  hundred  and  sixty-one;  of  these,  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty-two  are  given  by  six  States,  which 
choose  their  Electors  either  by  general  ticket  or 
legislative  ballot.  The  same  candidate  may  be 
taken  up  by  the  dominant  party  in  each  of  these 
States,  and  may  succeed  in  each  by  a  bare  ma- 
jority, say  a  majority  of  one;  he  will  then  have 
seventy-two  voluntary  votes,  and  sixty  impressed 
ones.  All  the  other  States  may  be  against  him, 
yet  he  is  elected;  elected  by  six  States  against  the 
eighteen  ;  by  seventy-two  votes  against  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty-nine;  by  two  million  eight  hun- 
dred thousand  people  against  seven  million  two 
hundred  thousand  I  Yet  this  is  called  an  election 
by  the  people,  an  election  by  the  majority,  when 
it  is  shown  that  it  may  be  the  work  of  one-fourth 
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I  part  of  the  States,  one-fourth  part  of  the  votes, 

and  one-fourth  part  of  the  people !     But,  it  may 

j  be  said,  thai  this  is  a  mere  case  of  possibility, 

I  which  can  never  happen.     I  answer,  to  the  letter 

,  it  is  not  expected  to  happen,  but,  in  effect,  it  not 

i  only  can  happen,  but  is  extremely  probable.     The 

I  six  Stales  referred  to  are  proximate  to  each  other, 

i  and  can  easilv  combine.     They  may  differ  about 

the  individual  they  would  prefer  for  President, 

but  they  are  all  united  in  one  wish,  one  design, 

one  interest,   in   keeping  the  decision  from  the 

States  in  the  House  of  Representatives.     They 

all  have  the  same  horror  at  the  idea  of  seeing 

themselves  balanced  on  a  final  vote  by  the  single 

representative  from  Illinois,  Delaware,  Mississippi, 

and  Missouri ;   and  there  is  no  knowing  to  what 

compromises  this  community  of  feeling,  and  this 

joint   horror,    may   lead.     Certainly,  while  the 

Electors  continue  to  be  chosen  by  general  ticket 

and  legislative  ballot,  it  is  a  farce  to  talk  about 

the  will  of  the  people;  and  with  every  disposition 

to  treat  the  subiect  candidly,  I  think  the  majority 

of  the  people  have  about  as  ^ood  a  chance  for 

succeeding  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  as 

they  have  in  a  vote  by  Electors  thus  chosen. 

I  have  said  that  the  principle  of  the  amendment 
reported  by  the  committee,  goes  to  the  subversion 
of  the  Government  under  which  we  live.  That 
principle  is,  that  the  majority  of  the  people  ought 
to  govern.  Certainly  this  is  correct  in  a  consoli- 
dated Republic;  but  apply  it  to  the  equal  repre- 
sentation of  the  States  in  the  Senate  Chamber. 
There  are  twenty-six  Senators  from  thirteen  Stales, 
containing  a  population  of  two  millions;  that  is, 
a  majority  of  Senators  representing  one-fifth  of 
the  population!  Apply  it  to  the  ratification  of 
treaties.  Eighteen  Senators  from  nine  Stales, 
containing  a  population  of  one  million  of  inhab- 
itants, mav  prevent  the  ratification  of  a  treaty 
supported  by  thirty  Senators,  representing  nine 
millions  of  people  !  Apply  it  to  the  mode  of 
amending  the  Constitution,  which  requires  a  con- 
currence of  three-fourths,  and  the  result  may  show 
you  fourteen  Senators  from  seven  Stales,  contain- 
ing six  hundred  and  forty  thousand  souls,  pre- 
venting the  adoption  of  an  amendment  against 
the  vote  of  thirty-four  Senators  representing  nine 
and  a  half  millions  of  people !  But,  it  will  be  said, 
there  is  no  danger  of  any  attack  upon  the  Senate. 
1  answer,  that  thirty  years  ago  there  was  no  visi- 
ble danger  of  any  attack  upon  the  rights  of  the 
States  in  the  eventual  vote  for  President,  and 
twenty  years  hence  the  class  of  small  Slates,  now 
so  much  the  most  numerous,  will  become  the  small- 
est number.  At  present  we  count  eighteen  small 
and  six  great  States,  but  in  this  count  the  estimate 
turns  upon  population,  which  is  constantly  vary- 
ing, and  not  upon  the  size  of  the  Stales,  which  is 
fixed  and  permanent.  All  the  Western  States 
now  in  existence,  will  be  of  the  largest  class. 
Those  to  be  created  will  also  be  of  the  largest 
size.  They  will  wish  it,  to  gratify  their  pride, 
and  it  will  be  granted  them,  to  lessen  their  rela- 
tive weight  in  the  Senate.  Five  new  States  of 
the  largest  class,  must  be  admitted  within  some 
years:  Florida  48,000  square  miles,  Arkansas  60,- 
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000,  and  three  more  in  the  Northwest  Territory, 
between  the  State  of  Illinois  and  Lake  Superior, 
averaging  50,000  square  miles  each.  The  relative 
proportions  of  great  and  small  States  will  then  be 
reversed,  and  a  proposition  which  cannot  be  de- 
fended by  any  one  now,  will  then  be  as  popular 
as  is  the  present  attack  upon  the  eventual  right  of 
the  States  to  decide  a  Presidential  election. 

Gentlemen  say  there  is  no  danger  of  any  attack 
upon  the  equal  representation  of  the  States  in  the 
Senate.  But  I  ask  if  there  are  no  '•  private  griefs" 
even  now  upon  this  subject?  The  Holy  Scrip- 
tures tell  us,  that  out  of  the  fulness  of  the  heart 
the  mouth  spe-aketh ;  and  hath  not  the  mouth 
spoken,  and  the  heart  betrayed  its  fulness  upon 
this  very  subject,  within  a  few  short  days  past? 

[Here  Mr.  Benton  read  the  following  extract 
from  Mr.  Van  Buren's  speech  in  the  Senate,  De- 
cember 29th.] 

"The  great  Departinenta  of  the  Government  were, 
the  Legislative,  Executive,  and  Judicial.  The  latter 
is  organized  by  the  two  former,  and  the  influence  of 
the  respective  States,  in  its  organization,  is  of  course 
the  same  as  it  is  in  the  other  two.  In  the  choice  of 
the  Executive,  and  in  the  popular  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature, each  State  has  a  representation  proportioned 
to  its  representative  numbers,  with  this  exception, 
that,  in  the  choice  of  the  Executive,  an  addition  of  two 
votes  was  given  to  each  State,  without  regard  to  its 
numbers,  or  the  amount  of  its  contribution  to  the  pub- 
lic Treasury.  But  in  this  branch  of  the  Legislature 
the  case  is  widely  different.  Here,  in  consequence  of ' 
the  peculiarity  of  our  condition,  at  the  time  of  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution,  the  equitable  principle  of 
repreiientation,  founded  on  population  and  contribu- 
tion, has  been  entirely  disregarded.  Here  each  State, 
on  the  score  of  its  sovereign  character,  has  equal 
weight;  and  what,  he  askeJ,  was  the  relative  impor- 
tance of  this  branch  in  the  Government  ?  He  would 
not  say  it  was  that  by  which  all  the  efficient  power  of 
the  Government  was  controlled,  but  he  would  say, 
that  but  a  flight  consideration  of  the  Constitution  was 
necessary  to  show  that  this  branch  did  so  more  than 
any  other.  With  the  single  exception  of  originating 
revenue  bills,  its  legislative  powers  were  coextensive 
with  the  popular  branch.  ?io  law  could  pass  without 
the  assent  of  the  Senate.  Almost  all  the  important 
proceedings  of  the  Executive  are  subject  to  its  revision. 
All  appointments  require  its  approbation,  unless  its 
assent  is  first  obtained  to  a  law  providing  a  difTereut 
mode.  The  consent  of  two-thirds  of  this  body  is  nr- 
cetsary  to  the  validity  of  all  treaties;  and  it  his  the 
•ole  power  to  try  impeachmenU  of  all  the  high  officers 
of  the  Government,  as  well  Executive  as  Judicial. 
In  a  branch  of  the  Government  possessing  such  ex- 
tensive powers,  the  small  but  patriotic  State  of  Illinois, 
with  a  population  of  fifty-five  thousand,  has  a  repre- 
sentation «qual  to  that  of  Pennsylvania,  with  a  popu- 
lation of  one  million  and  fifty  thousand.  The  five 
largest  Slate*,  m  the  Confederacy,  viz:  Ohio,  Penn- 
sylvania, Virginia,  North  CiroJina,  and  New  York, 
with  a  population  of  four  milJion*.  eight  hundred  thou- 
sand, have  a  representation  but  equal  to  the  five  small- 
Mt  States,  with  a  populitioij  of  three  hundred  and 
fifty-three  thousand.  Nearly  one-half  the  nation,  re- 
«Jmg  in  the  five  largest  States,  has  a  representation  : 
but  equal  to  the  one  twenty-seventh  part  residing  in 
Ui*  fiv^^imaliest  States.  'About  one-half  the  whole  ] 


people,  residing  in  five  States,  are  represented  here  by 
ten    voices,  whilst   the  other  half  are  represented  by 


thirty-four  voices.  The  disproportion  of  the  relative 
influence  of  the  several  States,  having  reference  to 
their  population  as  a  just  basis  oi  representation,  can- 
not fail  to  strike  every  mind.  The  same  inequality 
existed  at  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  but  in  a 
much  less  degree.  Then,  taking  an  average  of  the 
population  of  the  States,  and  considering  those  as 
small  who  do  not  come  up  to  it,  the  large  States  were 
in  a  majority ;  now,  by  the  admission  of  new  States, 
with  assent  of  the  old,  they  are  in  a  minority.  There 
were,  at  that  period,  eight  large  and  five  small  States. 
Now,  by  the  sa'me  criterion,  there  would  be  found  to 
be  but  ten  large  and  fourteen  small  States.  Still  this 
was  all  right;  it  was  according  to  the  compact  into 
which  all  the  States  had  voluntarily  entered ;  and  he 
fervently  hoped,  for  the  peace  and  happiness  of  the 
\  people  of  these  States,  that  the  day  might  be  far  du- 
tant,  when  even  a  desire  should  be  entertained  to 
alter  it." 

[Mr.  B.  also  read  the  following  extracts  from 
Mr.  McDlffie's  speech  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, January  10th. J 

*' Now,  said  Mr.  .McDcrrix,  there  is  no  political 
principle  more  undeniable  than  that  the  deliberate 
opinion  and  settled  conviction  of  a  majority  ot  the  peo- 
ple, (in  a  government  recognising  in  them  the  r.ght 
and  the  capacity  of  self-government.)  ought  to  prevail 
over  the  will  of  the  minority,  even  in  relation  to  the 
Constitution.  Why,  then,  it  may  be  asked,  does  that 
instrument  require,  for  an  amendment,  the  concurrence 
of  more  than  a  majority  ?  I  answer  for  the  very  wisest 
of  purposes ;  but  not  surely  to  give  the  permanent  as- 
cendency to  the  opinion  of  the  minority.  This  re- 
quirement was  intended  for  no  other  purpose,  than  to 
prevent  hasty  and  inconsiderate  changes,  and  to  give 
time  for  reflection  and  deliberation.  liut  when  the 
sense  of  a  decided  majority  of  the  community  is  per- 
manently and  unalterably  settled  down  in  favor  of  any 
amendinent,  the  end  of  this  provision  is  answered,  and 
the  minority  ought  to  yield.  I  will  not  say  that  tiiey 
have  not  the  Constitutional  right,  as  wcil  as  power,  to 
opposii  the  will  of  the  majority  ;  but  I  contend  that  it 
is  their  moral  duty,  as  well  as  their  undoubted  inter- 
est, to  yield,  under  such  circumstances." 

"  The  small  States  are  the  favorites  of  the  Consti- 
tution, and,  even  under  the  proposed  amendment, 
would  be  eminently  so.  A  very  slight  examination 
will  make  this  apparent.  There  are  seven  States  in  the 
Union  which,  together,  contain  a  population  smaller 
than  that  of  North  Carolina.  What  is  their  relative 
power  ?  They  have  fourle«'n  votes  in  the  Senate,  a 
coordinate  branch  of  the  Legislature,  while  North 
Carolina  has  but  two  I  This,  too,  is  a  power  of  which 
they  can  never  be  deprived.  And  yet  we  are  told  that 
the  small  States  are  in  d.ingrr  of  oppression  !" 

"The  seven  States  to  which  I  have  alluded,  are  en- 
titled to  twenty-six  electoral  votes,  while  North  Caro- 
lina, with  a  larger  population,  is  entitled  to  fifteen 
only.  States  having  but  a  single  Representative  are 
entitled  to  three  Electors  for  u  population  of  forty 
thousand,  whereas  the  large  Stitcs  are  entitled  to  but 
little  more  than  one  Elector  for  the  same  population." 

Mr.  B.  did  not  read  these  extracts  for  the  pur- 
pose of  arguing  against  them.  He  read  them  as 
a  solemn  warning  to  the  small  State.*!,  a.s  proof 
that  all  their  rights  were  to  danger,  iheir  equal 
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representation  upon  this  floor,  and  their  existence 
in  the  Constitution  itself,  which,  it  is  openly  con- 
tended, ou^hl  to  be  amended  by  a  bare  majority 
of  population,  without  any  regard  to  the  sover- 
eignty of  the  States  which  composed  it.     Let  it 
not  be  said  that  the  Constitution  will  protect  the 
rights  of   the  spiall    States.      The  Constitution 
itself  may  be  amended,  not  at  this  moment,  while 
the  small  States  are  the  majority,  but  some  twen- 
ty or  thirty  year*  hence,  when  there  shall  be  eigh- 
teen or  twenty  large  States,  and  no  more  than 
eight  or  ten  small  ones.     The  knowledge  of  this 
ultimate  and  approaching  danger  should  warn  the 
small   States,  at  this  moment,  to  stand  together, 
and  to  resist  this  attack  upon  their  rights.     They 
have  already  lost  one  half  of  the  privilege  secured 
to  them  by  the  Constitution  of  1787.    By  the  Con- 
stitution of  that  day  the  States  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  had  the  privilege  of  choosing  a  i 
Pre.sident  from  the  five  highest  on  the  list  of  can-  i 
didates;  by  the  amendment  of  1803,  they  are  re-  i 
duced  to  a  choice  out  of  three.     The  range  ofj 
selection  is  narrowed  one  half  by  this  first  amend- ' 
ment,  and  now,  by  a  second  amendment,  it  is  pro- 
posed  to  take  away  the   right  ahogether.     It  is 
thus  that  the  federative  principle,  the  weak  prin- 
ciple of  our  Government,  is   sinking  under  the 
attacks  of  the  representative  principle,  by  which 
it  must  eventually  be  overpowered  and  destroyed. 
The  amendment  reported  by  the  committee  re- 
poses upon  a  false  principle.    It  is  made  to  depend 
upon  the  present  une«]ual  jwpulation  of  the  States  ; 
and  the  argument  in  support  of  it  is,  that  it  is  un- 
just that  Missouri.  Illinois,  Mississippi.  Alabamn, 


Louisiana,  and  Indiana,  should  have  as  much 
weight  as  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Virginia, 
Ohio,  North  Carolina,  and  Mas.sachusells,  m  the 
decision  of  the  Presidential  election.  Now.  the 
six  States  objected  to,  as  small,  contain  300,000 
square  miles,  while  the  six  referred  to,  as  large 
contain  but  245,000.  The  first  six,  upon  every 
principle  of  relative  power,  will  be  the  most  pow- 
erful in  the  lapse  of  some  years.  They  have  the 
greatest  number  of  square  inile.s  ;  they  are  capable 
of  sustaining  the  heaviest  population  ;  they  are 
interior  States,  and  their  whole  force  will  be  dis- 
posable in  time  of  war.  Admitting  them  to  be 
correctly  classed  among  small  States,  at  present, 
on  account  of  their  population,  yet  this  classifica- 
tion is  temnorary,  and  is  altering  itself  every  day, 
and  it  IS  false  policy  to  alter  a  permanent  instru- 
ment, the  Constitution  of  the  Republic,  for  a  tem- 
porary evil,  which  will  correct  itself  in  ihe  course 
of  a  few  years.       i 

The  amendment  of  the  committee  turns  upon  a 
false  principle,  again,  in  assuming,  as  probable, 
what  has  not  yet  happened  under  the  Constitu- 
tion, and,  in  all  probability,  will  not  happen  for 
an  age  to  come.  It  turns  upon  the  probability  of 
carrying  the  Presidential  election  to  the  House  of 
Representatives,  for  want  of  a  majority  of  votes 
in  lavor  of  any  one  candidate.  This  is  a  contin- 
gency which  has  not  yet  happened.  The  case  of 
Burr  and  Jefferson,  so  constantly  quoted,  is  not  a 
case  in  point.  It  was  not  for  want  of  a  majority 
that  these  gentlemen  appeared  before  the  House 


of  Representatives,  but  for  want  of  discrimination, 
and  that  is  now  provided  against  by  the  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution,  which  requires  the  Elec- 
tors to  vote  separately  for  President  and  Vice 
President.  The  Constitution  has  been  in  force 
thirty-six  years;  nine  elections  have  taken  place; 
a  majority  of  electoral  votes  has  always  been 

fiven  to  some  one  candidate;  and,  in  the  case  of 
efferson  and  Burr,  a  majority  was  given  to  two 
candidates.  No  election  has  gone  to  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  want  of  a  majority,  and  it 
now  depends  upon  the  act  of  those  States,  half  a 
dozen  in  number,  which  have  the  will  and  the 
power  to  prevent  if,  whether  the  pending  election, 
or  any  future  one,  shall  go  there  for  that  cause; 
and,  when  we  look  to  the  increased  sensibilities  of 
these  States  upon  this  point,  the  prospect  of  such 
an  occurrence  becomes  a  most  remote  and  improb- 
able contingency. 

Mr.  B.  was  opposed  to  the  committee's  amend- 
ment, because  it  went  to  unsettle  one  of  the  com- 
promises upon  which  the  Constitution  reposes. 
He  quoted  a  part  of  Mr.  Madi.son's  speech  m  the 
Virginia  Convention,  to  prove  the  right  in  ques- 
tion to  have  been  a  compromise  between  the  great 
and  small  States : 

"As  to  the  eventual  voting  (for  President)  by  States," 
said  Mr.  Madison,  ••  it  has  my  approbation.  The  lesser 
States,  and  some  larger  ones,  will  be  pleased  by  that 
mode.  The  deputies  from  the  small  States  argued, 
and  there  was  some  force  in  their  reasoning,  that, 
when  the  people  voted,  the  large  States  evidently  had 
the  advantage,  and,  without  varying  the  mode,  the 
interest  of  the  small  States  might  be  neglected  or  sac- 
rificed.    Here  is  a  compromise." 

Everybody  knows  that,  without  compromise, 
the  Constitution  of  1787  could  not  have  been 
framed ;  and  it  is  a  fair  inference  that,  unless  these 
compromises  are  preserved  inviolate,  the  Consti- 
tution must  perish.  It  was  a  compromi!»e  be- 
tween the  slave-holding  and  non-slave-holding 
States  to  admit  a  qualified  representation  of  the 
black  population  ;  it  was  a  compromise  between 
the  large  and  small  States  which  produced  an 
equality  of  representation  in  the  Senate;  and  it 
was  a  compromi.se  between  the  same  large  and 
small  States  which  gave  the  election  of  President, 
in  the  first;  trial,  to  the  people;  and,  if  they  failed 
ti  -aake  a  choice,  then  referred  to  the  States.  De- 
stroy either  of  the.se  compromises,  and  one  of  the 
pillars  is  taken  away  which  now  supports  the  edi- 
fice of  the  Constitution. 

I  know  that  it  is  the  fashion  to  cry  down  the 
House  of  Representatives,  but  there  are  positive 
advantages  in  rtferring  the  election,  upon  the 
second  trial,  to  that  House.  In  the  first  place,  it 
is  necessary  to  the  safety  and  respectability  of  the 
small  States  that  they  should  stand  for  something 
in  the  Presidential  election.  In  a  mere  vote  of 
number*,  they  are  lost.  No  President,  or  candi- 
date for  the  Presidency,  would  court  their  good 
will,  even  by  doing  them  justice.  Their  most 
meritorious  citizens  would  apply  in  vain  for  the 
humblest  appointment.  All  the  Executive  favors 
would  flow  into  the  great  States  in  reward  of 
past  services,  or  to  induce  new  exertions.     In  the 
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second  place,  it  imposes  a  salutary  restraint  upon  ' 
the  ambition  and  violence  of  the  great   States. 
The  House  of  Representatives  stands  before  them 
in  terrorevi.     They  are  constantly  admonished  to 
act  with  moderation,  good  faith,  and  harmony, 
by  the  danger  of  seeing  the  election  slip  out  of 
their  hands.     It  compels  the  Electors,  also,  to  vote 
in  good  faith.     They  are  to  have  but  one  trial. 
There  is  no  room  for  experimental  voting  ;    no 
room  for  combinations ;    no  room  for  false  run- 
nings upon  different  candidates.     It  deranges  any 
scheme  of  corruption,  by  changing  both  the  Elec- 
tors and  the  mode  of  voting.     It  conforms  to  the 
will  of  the  people;   for  the   Representatives  in 
Congress  are  now  chosen  with  an  eye  to  their  con-  ! 
tingent  faculty  of  Electo^  of  President ;  and  care 
is  taken  to  elect  those  only  who  will  obey  the 
wishes  of  their  constituents.     In  addition  to  all 
these  reasons,  the  House  of  Representatives  is  a 
safer  depository  of  the  elective  privilege  than  any 
other  body  of  equal  numbers  which  either  exists 
at  this  time  or  can  be  created  under  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States.     Who  composes  the 
House  of  Representatives  ?     P^^di  men,  and  men 
in  the  meridian  of  life,  who  have  filled  the  first 
oflBces  in  their  own  States,  or  under  the  General 
Government,  whose  integrity  has  been  tested  by 
a  long  course  of  public  service  and  of  devotion 
to  the  people's  interest ;   young  men,  appearing 
above, the  political  horizon,  their  bosoms  filled 
with  noble  aspiration,  looking  forward  to  the  first 
honors  of  their  country,  and  looked   to  by  their 
country  as  the  future  leaders  of  the  Republic.     If 
it  is  said  that  there  may  be  some  b^d  material  in 
the  House,  I  will  ask  for  the  body  of  equal  num- 
bers in  which  there  is  so  little.     And  I  will  raain- 
taii^that  the  House  of  Representatives  has  ever 
been,  now  is,  and  while  the  Republic  lives  it  must 
continue  to  be,  for  talent,  for  integrity,  and  for 
elevation  of  character,  the  first  body  of  men  of 
equal  numbers  which  ci!her  exists  in  our  own  or 
in  any  other  country  in  the  world.     To  niy  mind, 
therefore,  there  is  no  place  more  safe  for  deposit- 
ing the  right  of  the  States  to  decide  the  Presi- 
dential election,  than  this  House  is.     Still  this  is 
a  detail.     The  great  principle  for  which  I  con- 
tend is,  that,  after  one  trial   by  the  people,  the 
next  shall  be  by  the  States.     The  States  may  have 
the  benefit  of  this  principle  in  more  ways  than 


one. 


Some  gentlemen  are  in  favor  of  remanding  the 
election  to  the  Electoral  Colleges.     Much  as  I  am 
opposed  to  that  mode  of  proceeding,  my  objec- 
tions would   be  half  diminished,  if,  in  this  second 
trial,  the  Electors  were  required  to  vote  by  States' 
— the  Electors  of  each   State  giving  one  vote. 
Still  I  would  prefer  the  House  ofRepresentatives, 
for  the  reasons  already  mentioned,  and  for  ano- 
ther which  had  great  weight  with  the  framcrs  of 
our  Constitution.     It  is  already  seen,  by  looking 
to  the  powers  of  the  Senate,  and  to  the-  powers 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  how  much  the 
former  exceed  the  latter.     The  Senate  have  all 
powers  which   belong  to  the   House,  except  the 
faculty  of  originating  money  bills,  and  of  prefer- 
ring impeachments  ;  but,  even  in  these  exceptions, 


the  power  of  the  Senate  is  still  predominant ;  for 
the  money  bill  cannot  raise  a  dollar,  nor  the  im- 
peachment remove  one  delinquent  from  ofl&ce, 
without  the  consent  of  the  Senate. 

Besides  a  concurrent  power  in  legislation,  the 
Senate  is  clothed  with  the  extraordinary  powers 
which  in  monarchies  belong  to  the  King,  or  to 
an  hereditary  body  of  nobles.  In  its  jKjwer  over 
the  ratification  of  treaties,  it  controls  the  legisla- 
tion of  the  whole  Union.  It  controls  the  Presi- 
dent, in  his  strong  arm,  in  his  power  of  appoint- 
ment to  office,  li  presides  in  some  degree  over 
the  administration  of  justice,  in  its  power  of 
appointment  and  removal  of  the  federal  judges. 
It  is  the  judge  oi  the  President  himself — can  try 
him  for  an  imputed  misdemeanor,  and  pronounce 
the  forfeiture  of  his  office.  To  this  accumula- 
tion of  powers  is  superadded  a  duration  in  office 
longer  than  is  enjoyed  by  any  other  officer  of  the 
Slate  or  National  Governments.  The  framers  of 
the  Constitution  foresaw  that,  in  the  presence  of 
a  body  thus  constituted,  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives— the  popular  branch  of  the  Legislature,  and 
the  peculiar  depository  of  the  republican  princi- 
ple— would  be  in  danger  of  dwindling  into  com- 
parative insignificance,  unless  armed  with  some 
prerogative  peculiar  to  itself.  Hence  was  confer- 
red upon  it  the  right  to  originate  revenue  bills,  to 
institute  impeachments,  and  to  act  as  umpire,  in 
the  last  resort,  between  the  leading  candidates  for 
the  Presidential  Chair. 

Mr.  B.  confirmed  this  view  by  reading  a  part 
of  the  sixty-seventh  number  of  the  F'ederalist,  in 
which  it  IS  stated  expressly,  that  as  a  counterpoise 
to  the  extraordinary  powers  of  the  Senate,  and  to 
secure  the  equilibrium  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, the   three   prerogatives  enumerated   were 
conferred  upon  it,  and  the  last  particularly  relied 
upon  : 
I      "  The  House  of  Representatives  will  In?  the  umpire 
:  in  all  ilections  of  the  President  which  Jo  not  anite 
'  the  suffrages  of  a  majontv  of  the  whole  number  of 
Electors — a  case  which  it  cannot  be  doubted  will  some- 
;  times,  if  not  frequently,  happen.     The  constant  pos- 
sibility of  the  thing  must  be  a  fruitful  source  of  influ- 
ence to  that  body.     The  more  it  is  contemplated,  the 
more  important  will  appear  this  ultimate,  this  contin- 
gent power,  of  deciding  the  competitions  of  the  most 
'  illustrious  citizens  of  the   Union  for  the  first  office  in 
I  it.     It  would  not  perhaps  be  rash  to  predict  that,  as  a 
i  mean  of  influence,  it  will  be  found  to  outweigh  all  the 
I  peculiar  attributes  of  the  Senate." 

Upon  this  exposition,  Mr.  B.  submitted  it  to  the 
j  Senate  to  say  whether  it  was  not  highly  objec- 
I  tionable  to  strip  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
a  power  given  to  it  as  a  counterpoise  to  the  Sen- 
ate, and   particularly  so  for  the  Senate  itself  to 
commence  this  work  of  spoliation  ? 

It  has  been  seen  that  every  argument  that  can 
be  urged  in  favor  of  taking  from  the  small  States 
their  eventual  chance  to  act  a  part  in  the  Presi- 
dential election,  may  be  carried  forward  and  urged 
with  greater  force  in  favor  of  depriving  them  of 
their  equal  representation  in  the  Senate.  Let  it 
be  supposed,  ihen,  that  the  present  attempt  has 
succeeded;  what  next?     Why,  an  open   attack 
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upon  the  constitution  of  the  Senate.  Speakers  of 
portentous  ability,  like  the  Senator  from  New 
York,  (Mr.  Van  Buren,)  and  the  Representative 


Maryland,  11,000;  Maine,  30,000;  South  Caro- 
lina, 30,000.  Let  not  these  two  last  object  to  this 
classification.     They  have  but  half  the  superficial 


Irombouth  Carolina,  (Mr.  McDDrFiE,)  whose  sen-    content  of  the  States  of  the  first  magnitude.  Thev 
timents  have  been  already  quoted,  will  display  the  I  are  border  States,  and  will  have  no  disposable 


enormity  ofthe  principle  which  gives  to  the  eighty 
thousand  inhabitants  of  Rhode  Island  as  many 
Senators  as  belong  to  the  million  and  a  half  of 
New  York.  Hundreds  of  presses,  and  a  thousand 
subaltern  orators  will  repeat,  that,  in  a  Republic, 
the  majority  ought  to  govern.     All  the  powerful 


force  in  time  of  war.  In  spite  of  their  noble 
spirit,  their  intellectual  and  moral  worth,  they  are 
condemned  by  the  inexorable  voice  of  their  bound- 
ary lines,  to  take  their  permanent  place  in  the 
class  of  the  small  States.  These  are  the  States 
which  are  to  suffer  by  yielding  the  election  of 


-  .-  o-  -  o-  .  --:•  —  • —  fv,.. V..U.  j^ ...,.«  «.^  iw  .luuci  uy  yiriuiug  iiie  election  oi 
btates  will  adopt  this  principle,  and  eventually  j  President  to  the  populous  States,  by  giving  to  all 
the  representation  of  the  Senate  will  be  bottomed  the  States  a  represenUlion  according  to  popula- 
upon  population  and  not  upon  States.  What,  tion  in  the  Senate  ;  in  fine,  by  carrying intoeffect 
then,  will  be  the  condition  of  the  Republic  ?  Con-  the  principle  that,  in  the  Federal  Government 
solidation  !  It  is  in  vain  to  say  that  the  States  |  the  majority  of  numbers  shall  decide  every  ques- 
will  still  have  their  territorial  limits,  their  Gov-  tion.  Under  the  operation  of  that  principle  the 
ernors,  and  local  Legislatures.  Russia,  and  even  confederation  of  the  States  would  degenerate' into 
Turkey,  have  their  provinces,  their  governors,  and  I  an  alliance  between  the  weak  and  the  strong 
provincial  governments.  Our  Federal  Govern-  I  without  any  check  in  favor  of  the  weak  •  a  sort 
ment  will  be  changed  from  a  federation  of  Slates,  |  of  alliance  which,  in  all  ages,  and  in  all  coun- 
into  a  Republic  "one  and  indivisible,"  in  which  i  tries,  has  been  nothing  but  the  realities  of  the 
the  majority  of  numbers  will  decide  every  ques-  |  fabled  alliance  between  the  giant  and  the  dwarf 
tion.     ThetwoHousesof  Congress,  like  the  coun- '  ^ -"''  •"   *^-    a__i--...-._       ■  .    : 

oil  of  five  hundred,  and  the  council  of  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty,  will  rest  upon  numbers,  and  the 

Representatives  from  the  most  populous  sections  ■  »,  v«.uo,„„v,  jj„,c.iiiug  auucuasusmg  me  weaker 
of  the  Union,  being  a  majority  in  both  Houses,  |  cities  as  they  pleased.  The  Germanic  confeder- 
will  decide  all  questions  to  suit  the  interest  ofiation,  consisting  of  three  hundred  members  yet 
their  own  section.  Could  the  United  States  stand  the  whole  power  usurped  by  nine  Electors  ;'  the 
this  ?  All  the  books  answer,  no.  The  framers  small  States  summoned  before  the  Imperial  Diet 
of  the  Constitution  said,  no.  The  experience  of  •  placed  under  the  ban  ofthe  empire,  and  their  ter- 
thirty-six  years  answers,  no.  The  Missouri  ques-  ^  ritories  given  up  to  pillage  and  military  occupa- 
tion gives  the  same  answer.  And  what  would  tion.  The  seven  United  Provinces,  in  which  the 
be  the  result  if  the  tariff,  now  depending,  could  '  province  of  Holland  alone  decided  upon  peace  and 
be  regulated  by  either  of  the  three  great  interests  •  war,  loans  and  taxes,  and  dragooned  the  inferior 
of  agriculture,  commerce,  or  manufactures  ?    We  i  provinces  into  acquiescence.     The  Swiss  confed- 


Look  to  the  Amphyctionic  league,  composed  of 
thirty  members,  yet  only  three  known  to  history: 
Thebes,  Sparta,  and  Athens,  each  predominating 
by  turns,  and  governing  and  chastising  the  weaker" 


all  profess  an  abhorrence  of  consolidation,  but  we 
disagree  in  the  definition.  In  my  opinion  the 
consolidation  of  our  Federal  Government  would 
be  complete  when  a  majority  of  numbers  shall 


eracy,  the  large  cantons  making  war  upon  the 
small  ones  on  account  of  their  religion,  and  call- 
ing in  the  Dukes  of  Savoy  to  assist  in  the  chas- 
tisement.    The  framers  of*^  the  Constitution  had 


govern  in  both  branches  of  the  Legislature.  The  '  these  examples  before  their  eyes,  and  we  hare 


powerful  States,  the  populous  sections,  the  pre- 
dominating interests,  would  then  prevail  ;  the 
weak  Slates,  the  less  populous  divisions,  the  in- 
ferior interests,  would  be  sacrificed.  In  opposing 
this  Slate  of  things,  I  am  not  pleading  for  myself, 
formy  own  State;  nor  for  the  section  from  which 
I  come.  I  belons;  to  the  Valley  of^the  Mississippi, 
great  in  extent,  indivisible  in  policy,  capable  of 
sustaining  an  hundred  millions  of  people.  Sec- 
tionally  I  have  nothing  to  fear  from  a  consolida- 
tion of  the  federal  power  ;  as  a  lover  of  the  Union, 
I  fear  every  thing.  I  fear  for  the  small  States, 
and,  in  their  fate,  for  the  Union  itself.  Not  for 
the  small  States  of  the  West,  for  they  will  be 
great ;  but  for  the  small  States  of  the  Atlantic 
board,  part  of  the  old  thirteen,  to  whose  heroic 
efforts  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution — to  whose 
confiding  spirit  in  the  Convention  of  1787,  we  are 
indebted  for  the  privilege  of  sitting,  this  day,  in 
consultation  upon  their  rights.  Which  are  these 
small  States?  They  are  Massachusetts,  with 
8,000  square  miles  ;  '  New  Hampshire,  10,000  ; 
Vermont,  10,000;  Rhode  Island,  1,360;  Connec- 
ticut, 4,600 ;  New  Jersey,  7,000 ;  Delaware,  2,a>0; 


had  another,  a  real  history  of  the  giant  and  the 
dwarfs  ;  the  Confederation  of  the  Rhine,  in  which 
the  petty  princes  of  Germany,  uniting  with  Na- 
poleon the  Great,  to  get  their  heads  broken  in 
every  corner  of  Europe,  and  to  see  their  Lillipu- 
tian territories  ravaged  by  strange  men  from  the 
confines  of  Asia.  The  principle  that  the  majority 
ought  to  govern,  so  correct  when  applied  to  the 
government  of  the  respective  States,  is  false  and 
ruinous  when  applied  to  the  Federal  Government 
of  the  United  States.  The  Union  could  not  have 
been  formed  on  that  principle,  nor  could  it  now 
exist  under  it  if  introduced.  The  federative  prin- 
ciple yielded  all  that  can  be  yielded,  in  the  Con- 
vention of  1787.  To  attack  that  principle  now, 
is,  in  my  opinion,  to  attack  the  existence  of  the 
small  States,  and  the  continuance  of  the  Union. 
For  one,  I  should  deem  it  my  sacred  duty  to  re- 
sist these  attacks  in  any  situation,  but  more  es- 
pecially in  this  chamber,  instituted  for  the  express 
purpose  of  preserving  to  the  small  States  the  rem- 
nants of  sovereignty  which  were  left  to  them  by 
the  Convention  of  1787. 
The  peculiar  faculty  of  the  American  Senate  is 
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conservative.     It  is  formed  upon  the  principle  of 
the  Roman  Tribunate,  to  preserve,  not  Plebians 
against  Patricians,  but  the  weak  against  the  pow- 
erful States.     Yes,  Senators,  you  are  the  Tribu- 
nates of  the  States;  you  are  the  barrier  between 
the  weak — the  adamantine  wall,  behind  which  the 
most  feeble  States  shall  repose  in  safety,  before 
which  the  most  powerful  shall  beat  in  vain.     And 
will  you  act  contrary  to  the  principle  of  your  in- 
stitution ?      Will   you    begin   with   surrendering 
that  which  you  are  created  to  defend  ?     Will  you 
set  the  example  of  destroying  that  which  you  were 
instituted  to  preserve  ?     Will  you  subtract  from 
the  strength  of  the  weak,  and  add  to  the  power  of 
the  powerful ;  and  this  too,  in  the  face  of  the  fact, 
that  these  powerful   States  refused  to  adopt *the 
district  system  because  it  will  lessen  their  capacity 
to  dominate  over  their  feeble  neighbors  ?     I  trust 
that  the  Senate  will  not  act  thus;  and  I  think 
that  the  great  States  ought  not  to  ask  it.     They 
should  remember  that  this  Constitution  was  formed 
by  States,  each  giving  one  vote :  that  a  Congress 
of  States  was  then  in  existence,  under  the  Articles 
of    Confederation,   deciding    every   question   by 
States,  ezch  giving  one  vote.     They  should  consider 
how  much  was  surrendered  by  the  small  States, 
when  they  voluntarily  relinquished  this  condition 
of  equality,  and  submitted  to  have  all  their  rights 
and  interests  controlled  by  the  superior  population 
of  the  great  States  in  the  House  of  Representatives, 
and  to  have  the  National  Executive  subject  to  be 
elected  by  the  same  population,  and  often  as  half 
a  dozen  powerful  States  could  agree  among  them- 
selves.    In   addition  to  these  sacrifices  upon  the 
altar  of  compromise,  they  should  consider   how 
much  more  has  been  taken  by  the  natural  tendency 
of  the  strong  to  encroach  upon  the  weak;  and 
they  should  ask  themselves  if  it  is  right  to  unsettle 
the  compromises  of  the  year  1787 — to  attack  the 
privileges  then  left  to  the  small  States — to  assert 
a  principle  which  goes  to  the  subversion  of  the 
Federal  Government — and  to  promote  that  system 
of  consolidation  which  is  wrapj>ed  up  in  the  doc- 
trine of  giving  the  power  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment to  those  sections  of  the  Union  which  have  ' 
the  majority  of  population?     I  can  well  conceive 
that  it  would   be  mortifying   to  Virginia,  New 
York,  and  Pennsylvania,  to  see  themselves  bal- 
anced on  a  final  vote  for  President,  by  Missouri, 
Illinois,  and   Mississippi ;  but  they  should  reflect 
that   the  sting  of  their   mortification  would  be 
transitory,  while  the  benefit'of  the  Constitution  is 
permanent.     Missouri,   Illinois,    and    Mississippi, 
and  I  may  add  Indiana.  Alabama,  and  Louisiana, 
are  rapidly  advancing  to  the  point  when  it  will  be 
no  disparagement  to  the  greatest  States  to  admit 
their  equality.     In  the  mean  time  it  would  be  im- 
f  pertinent  in  me,  a   Senator  from    the   youngest 
State  in  the  Union,  to  offer  advice  to  those  which 
are  old  and  powerful ;  but  it  may  be  useful  to 
remind  them  of  the  counsel  given  to  them  by  the 
most  eminent  of  their  own  citizens,  at  a  time  when 
the  good  will  of  the  small  States  was  of  more  ac- 
count than  it  seems  to  be  at  present : 

''.\  common  government,  with   powers  equal  to  its 
objecu,  i«  called  for  by  the  voice,  and  still  more  loudly 


by  the  political  situation  of  America.  A  fovernment 
founded  on  principles  more  consonant  to  the  wuhea  of  ' 
the  larger  States  is  not  likely  to  b«  obuined  from  the 
smaller  States.  The  only  option,  then,  for  the  former, 
lies  between  the  proposed  government  and  a  gOTem* 
ment  still  more  objectionable.  Under  this  alternatire, 
the  advice  of  prudence  must  be,  to  embrace  the  lesser 
evil,  and  instead  of  indulging  a  fruitless  anticipation 
of  the  possible  evils  which  may  ensue,  to  contemplate 
rather  the  advantageous  consequences  which  may 
qualify  the  sacrifice." — FederalUt,  No.  62. 

Mr.  B.  concluded  with  an  expression  of  his  ex- 
treme gratitude  for  the  indulgent  attention  with 
which  he  had  been  heard  by  the  Senate.  He 
would  not  trespass  longer  upon  their  patience  by 
delivering  any  thing  in  the  form  of  recapitulation. 
He  limited  himself  to  saying,  that,  until  the  con- 
trary should  be  shown,  he  held  the  four  proposi- 
tions, with  which  he  sat  out,  to  be  completely 
established. 

When  Mr.  Be.nto.n  had  concluded — 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Eaton,  the  further  conside- 
ration of  the  resolution  wf(s  postponed  till  Monday 
next. 


Wednesday,  February  4. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  peti- 
tion of  Greorge  Sutton,  and  others,  reported  a  bill 
in  further  addition  to  ''An  act  to  establish  an 
uniform  rule  of  Naturalization  ;*'  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Eaton  presented  the  petition  of  William 
Venable  and  wife,  and  Jonathan  Morgan  and 
Jane  his  wife,  and  daughter  of  said  Venable, 
stating,  that  one  Peter  Woolsey,  who  had  been  a 
private  in  the  Army,  during  the  late  war,  and 
now  deceased,  bequeathed  to  the  wife  of  William 
Venable  the  military  bounty  land  to  which  he  was 
entitled,  and  to  the  wife  of  Jonathan  Morgan  the 
arrears  of  pay  and  pension  due  to  him  at  the  time 
of  his  decease,  and  which  they  cannot  receive  un- 
less by  the  authority  of  Congress;  and  praying 
relief.  The  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Maryland,  presented  the  memo- 
rial and  remonstrance  of  Mark  Butts,  and  others, 
citizens  of  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, praying  that  no  law  may  be  enacted  vesting 
in  the  Common  Council  of  Alexandria  the  power 
of  appointing  flour  and  tobacco  inspectors,  or  of 
regulating  the  inspection  of  flour  or  tobacco; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  FiNDLAY  presented  the  memorial  of  Thomas 
Stevenson,  and  others,  tallow-chandlers  and  soap- 
boilers, of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  praying  that 
no  additional  duty  may  be  laid  on  imported  tal- 
low; which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Maryland,  presented  the  petition 
of  Hezekiah  Langley,  praying  the  payment  of  his 
account  for  his  materials  and  labor  in  htting  up  a 
room  in  i\\e  City  Hall  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  circuit  court  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  in 


I    ' 


l^^ii 


Febrdart,  1824. 


Florida  Land  Claims. 


Senatb. 


the  county  of  Washington  ;  which  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  Charles  Olivier  Devezin,  praying  to  be  con- 
firmed in  his  title  to  a  tract  of  land  in  Louisiana; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Barton,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  by  a 
resolution  of  the  Senate,  of  the  27th  ultimft,  re- 
ported a  bill  authorizing  the  register  of  the  land 
oflBce  for  the  western  district  of  the  State  of  Lou- 
isiana to  report  upon  certain  land  claims  within 
the  said  district ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed 
to  a  second  reading.  ! 

The  President  communicated  a  report  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  statements,  ' 
showing  the  contracts  made  by  the  Department 
of  War  in  the  year  1823;  which  was  read.  j 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition  of  Sarah  | 
Easton    and  Dorothy  Storer;   and  it  was  post- > 
poned  to  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Mon-  ' 
day  next. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion 
of  yesterday,  to  instruct  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  makinc' 
further  provision,  by  law.  to  prevent  frauds  in 
surveying  the  public  lands  ;  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  on  the 
petition  of  Andrew  Henshaw;  and  it  was  further 
postponed  until  to-morrow.  \ 

The  bill  to  enable  the  holders  of  French,  British, 
and  Spanish  titles  to  lands  within  that  part  of  the 
State  of  Louisiana  situate  to  the  east  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi river  and  island  of  New  Orleans,  which 
have  not  been  recognised  as  valid  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  .States,  to  institute  proceedings 
to  try  the  validity  thereof,  was  read  the  secoiTd 
time. 

f 

FLORIDA  LAND  CLAIMS.  | 

The  bill,  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
to  extend  the  time  for  the  settlement  of  private 
land  claims  in  the  Territory  of  Florida,  with  the 
amendment  thereto,  proposed  by  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands,  in  the  Senate,  was  taken  up  as  i 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Macon  in  the  i 
chair.  i 

This  bill  proposes  to  extend,  to  the  first  of  Jan-  ! 
uary  next,  the  time  to  which  the  commissioners, 
appointed  under  the  act  of  Congress  for  ascertain-  I 
ing  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  the  Territory  of  • 
Florida,  were  limited  in  the  reception  of  the  evi-  i 
dence  of  such  claims.     The  amendment  proposed  i 
by  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  merely  defines 
the  kind  of  evidence  of  title  to  be  received;  the 
compensation   to   the   secretary  of  the   commis-  \ 
sioners,  and  some  other  details.     A  debate  arose  ' 
on  the  subject,  in  which  Messrs.  Eaton,  Chan- 
dler, Lloyd,  of  Maryland;  Lowrie,  Lloyd,  of; 
Massachusetts,  Mills,  Findlay,  Smith,  Barton,  i 
and  Bell,  took  part. 

A  motion  to  po>tpone  the  subject,  indefinitely, 


made  by  Mr.  Chandler,  was  lost,  as  was  also  a 
motion,  by  Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Maryland,  to  amend 
the  bill  50  as  to  reduce  the  jurisdiction  of  the  com- 
missioners from  claims  of  three  thousand  five 
hundred  acres,  to  those  which  comprise  only  one 
thousand  acres. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Findlay,  the  section  which 
requires  the  secretaries  of  the  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners, who  have  received  salaries,  to  refund  any 
fees  which  they  may  have  received  from  claim- 
ants, for  making  record  of  their  claims,  was 
stricken  out.  The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the 
Senate,  with  the  amendments. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  restore  the 
section  which  was  stricken  out,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Findlay,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  which  was 
agreed  to;  and  the' bill,  as  amended,  passed  to  a 
third  reading. 


Thursday,  February  5. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  entitled  "An  act  to  extend  the 
time  limited  for  the  settlement  of  private  land 
claims,  in  the  Territory  of  Florida,"  having  been 
reported  by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed, 
the  bill  was  read  the  third  time  as  amended,  and 
passed. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  called  up  the  peti- 
tion of  Daniel  Brown,  presented  at  the  last  session, 
praying  the  equitable  settlement  of  his  accounts; 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  presented  the 
rnemoriai  of  W^illiam  Bartlett,  and  others,  of 
Newburyport,  praying  indemnification  for  depre- 
dations committed  on  their  commerce  by  the  pri- 
vate and  public  armed  vessels  of  France,  from  the 
year  1793  to  1800 ;  which  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  Findlay  presented  the  memorial  of  Peter 
Hill  and  others,  of  Ebenezer  Ferguson  and  others, 
and  of  Joseph  Bishop  and  others,  of  the  city  and 
county  of  Philadelphia,  severally  praying  that  the 
tariff  may  be  so  modified,  as  to  afford  that  protec- 
tion to  manufactures  which  is  extended  to  com- 
merce. The  memorials  were  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufac- 
ture.*!, to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Hayne  presented  the  petition  of  the  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  of  the  city  of^  Charleston, 
South  Carolina,  praying  the  establishment  of  aa 
uniform  system  of  bankruptcy  throughout  the 
United  States;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Noble,  the  Committee  on 
Pensions  were  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  petition  of  Elizabeth  McFar- 
land,  and  she  had  leave  to  withdraw  her  petition 
and  papers. 

The  bill  m  further  addition  to  "An  act  to  es- 
tablish an  uniform  rule  of  naturalization  ;"  and 
the  bill  authorizing  the  register  of  the  land  office 
for  the  western  district  of  the  State  of  Louisi- 
ana to  report  upon  certain  land  claims,  within 
the  said  district,  were  severally  read  the  second 
time. 


207 


^\ 


J,  / 


1^  ' 


U  3*5 


:ii: 


11! 


Senate. 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 

Resolutions  of  Pennsylvania  and  Indiana. 


208 


209 


Febroary,  1824. 


The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of  f  tion  of  a  lound  tariff,  would  increase  the  general  itock 
the  Committee  on   Public  Lands,  unfavorable  to    of  useful  and   productive  labor,  secure  a  steady  and 


more  extensive  domestic  market  for  the  surplus  pro- 
duce of  the  soil,  and  improve  the  state,  and  advance 
the  interests  of  agriculture,  thereby  promoting  ibe 
general  prosperity  of  the  nation,  and  strengthening 
the  bond  of  union  by  the  ties  of  mutual  interest  and 
dependence :    Therefore, 

"  Be  it  resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania, 


meanwhile,  the    surveyor  I  '^  General  Assembly  met,  That  the  Senators  of  this 

of  his  decease*,  was  in  ar-  i  ®^*'*  *"  ^^^  Senate  of  the  United  States  be.  and  they 

ent.     The  depulv  surveyor  *  V^  hereby,  instructed,  and  the  RepresenUUves  of  this 


the  petition  of  Andrew  Henshaw.  This  peti- 
tioner claims  of  the  Government  §930  82,  for 
surveying  performed  by  him  as  deputy  under  a 
surveyor  of  the  United  States  lands  south  of 
Tennessee.  He  had,  according  to  custom,  given 
to  the  surveyor  his  receipt  for  this  amount,  (with- 
out, in  fact,  receiving  the  money,)  in  order  that 
the  papers  might  be  forwarded   to  the  General 

Land  Office.     In  the  '   ' 

died,  and,  at  the  time 

rears  to  the  Government.  The  deputy  surveyor  •  "®  hereby,  instructed,  and  the  RepresenUiives  of  this 
now  prays  that  he  may  be  paid  for  his  services.  '  ®^*^*  '"  Congress  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  requested, 
The  re{)ort  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  King  of  Ala-  *°  ^^^'^  their  influence,  in  establishing  a  tariff  for  the 
bama,  and  Kelly,  and  supported  by  Messrs.  Ea-    P'"^f':"J»"  °f  ^^^  domestic  manufactures  and  agricul- 

^r^  thf  r^^;  JtsTTr'ti!:?^  ^orf  rill: :  ,;Lt5r  ^ri^t^^'^  '^'  "°---^'  -' 

King,  the  petitioner  had  leave   to  withdraw  his  ,  tors  and  Representatives  in  ConRres*." 

fSr.' Lloyd,  of  Mas^chusetts,   submitted  the  ^,Z?^P^^,™^'^  f"*^  resolutions  were  read,  and 
following  motion  for  Consideration,  which  was  .  '''^^'^'^  ^°  ^'^  ""^  ^^^  ^^^'«- 
read:  |  LNDIANA  RESOLUTIONS— ROAD. 

ih.^rint'^' 7S"'  '^'i  %^'"'^'^  °^'^'  ^T}^  P*>'  »°  j      ^^'-  ^'o«le  communicated  the  following  nre- 
c^^rkiriJe^tK^^  ^--  ^'^e   LegislatSr^o^f 


"  Whereas  the  construction  of  the  National  road 
from  Wheeling  to  the  river  Mississippi,  and  the  com- 
pletion of  the  same,  would  greatly  lend  to  the  union 
of  the  States,  and  would  also  be  of  great  and  lasting 
benefit  to  this  State,  and  to  the  several  States  through 
which  the  same  is  intended  to  run ;  and  whereas  we 
believe,  that  the  completion  of  said  road  would  en- 
hance the  value   of  the  lands  owned    by  the  General 


on  of  these  ob-  '  c,  *'  ^  j'  resolved  by  the   G 
,  with  a  partial  j  ^^°^'  "/  ^^diana.  That  the 
il  industry,  the     ^"*"*'  ^^^"^^  ^^°^  Wheeling  tc 
uL   in   thp   ,.rr>-     *  ^of't  of  great  and  general  ii 


of  the  contingent  fund,  for  the  purpose  of  defraying 
the  expenses  of  his  funeral. 

The  resolution  passed  to  a  second  reading. 
PENNSYLVANIA  RESOLUTIONS— TARIFF. 

Mr.  FiNDLAY  communicated  the  following  pre- 
amble and  resolutions  from  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  viz:  , .„„.  „.  ,„,  ..„,,  „,.„^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^„„^, 

"To  provide  for  the  common  defence,  and  promote  I  ^o^ernment  in  the  Western  States,  and  would   add 
the  general  welfare  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  i  ^°  *^*  importance  of  those   States,  and  form  the  best 
are  the  great  objects  for  which  the  Government  of  the  '  *"'^  briahtest  hnk  in  thp  rhain  wKirK  i.in.u  ...  #.. — .u 
Union  is  instituted.     Among  the  diversified  measures 
adopted  by  Congress,  in   the  prosecution  of  these  ob 
jccts,  the  present  tariff  was  established, 
▼iew  to  encourage  and   protect  nationa 
principal  source  of  public  wealth.     But,  in  the  pro 
gress  of  events,  experience  has  fully  demonstrated  the 
madequacy  of  the  present  rate  of  imposts  to  protect 
domestic  manufactures  against  a  foreign  competition, 
enjoying  the   advantages  of  capital   and   experience' 
matured  skill,  and    the    artificial    encouragements  of 
premiums  and  bounties;  and  that,  without  additional 
protection  from  the  General  Government,  the  country 
must  continue   indebted  to   foreign   supply,  for  even 
many  articles  of  manufacture  immediately  connected 
with  the   defence    and    independence  of   the   nation. 
Believing  it  to  be  the  duty  of  the  General  Government  j 
to  cheruh  and  foster  internal  industry,  as  the  means  ' 
of  promoting  the  general  welfare ;  that  it  would  be  i 
wue  policy  in  Congress  to  countervail,  by  protecting 
duties,  the  political  regulations  of  foreign  Governments  , 
wliich  operate  injuriously  on  the  commercial  and  agri- 
cultural interesuof  the   country;  and   that  it  is  the  i 
interest  of  the  Lniied  States,  under  existing  circi.m- 
stances,  to  become  independent  of  foreign  Powers  for 
every  national  and  domestic   purpose;  and  earnestly 
unpressed  with  the  conviction  that,  not  only  the  wealth, 
but  the  independence  and  security  of  the  countrv  are  ' 
materially  cx.nnected  with  the  prosperity  of  manufac 
tures,  and  that  the  esUblishment  of  them,  by  the  adop- 


and  brightest  link  in  the  chain  which  binds  us  togeth- 
er :  Wherefore, 

Be  it  resolved  by  the   General  Assembly  of  the 

7„j  'r.L   .   .ig  completion   of  the   Na- 

to  the  .Mississippi  river,  ii 

great  and  general  importance  to  the  Union, 

and  to  the  Western  States. 

''Resolved,  That  our  Representatives  in  Congress 
be  requested,  and  our  Senators  instructed,  to  use  their 
exertions  to  effect  the  completion  of  said  road,  by  ob- 
taining from  Congress  a  donation  of  land,  or  appro- 
priation of  money,  for  that  purpose  :  and  that  his 
Excellency  the  Governor  be  requested  to  forward  a 
copy  oi  the  foregoing  preamble  and  resolutions  to  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  to  each 
of  our  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Congress." 

The  preamble  and  resolutions  were  read,  and 
referred  to  the  select  Committee  on  Koads  and 
Canals. 

MILIT.ARV  ROAD. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jackson,  the  Senate,  as  in 
Coinmittee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  IIugole8  in  the 
Chair,  took  up  for  consideration  the  bill  to  author- 
ize the  making  of  a  military  road  from  Fort  St. 
Philip,  on  the  river  Mississippi,  to  the  English 
Turn,  as  an  auxiliary  to  the  defence  of  New 
Orleans. 

Mr.  Jackson  said  that,  as  it  was  objected  to 
this   bill,  when   it  was  before   under  discussion. 
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that  it  involved  the  question  of  the  Constitutional 
power  of  Congress  to  make  roads,  he  was,  there- 
fore, about  to  propose  an  amendment  which  would 
obviate  the  objection.  He  believed  that  the  right 
of  Congress  to  make  roads  upon  its  own  lands, 
for  military  purposes,  could  hardly  be  doubted.  It 
was  as  evident  as  the  right  of  any  individual  to 
dispose  of  his  property  for  his  own  purposes. 
Mr.  J.  then  submitted  an  amendment,  proposing 
to  limit  the  road  to  Johnson's  plantation,  instead 
of  extending  it  to  the  English  Turn  ;  thus  con- 
fining it  to  the  lands  owned  by  the  United  States. 
The  bill  was  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Holmes 
of  Maine,  postponed,  and  made  the  order  of  the 
day  for  to-morrow. 

OFFICERS  OF  CONGRESS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Seymour,  the  bill  reported 
by  the  Committee  on  the  Contingent  Fund  of  the 
Senate,  as  an  amendment  to  that  introduced  by 
Mr.  Eato.n,  to  revive  and  continue  in  force  an 
act  fixing  the  compensation  of  the  officers  of  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  was  taken 
up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  The  amend- 
ment proposes  that  the  Clerks  in  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Senate  shall  be  appointed  in 
such  manner  as  the  Senate  may,  from  time  to 
time,  prescribe ;  instead  of  vesting  the  appoint- 
ment, by  law,  as  it  has  been,  in  the  hands  of  the 
Secretary.  After  a  lon^  discussion,  on  this  point, 
by  .Messrs.  Seymour,  Hayne,  Lowrie,  Johnso.n 
of  Kentucky,  Holmes  of  Maine,  La.nman,  Mills, 
Chandler,  Parrott,  Brow.n  of  Ohio,  and 
Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  this  part  of  the  amend- 
ment was  rejected. 

In  the  course  of  the  remarks  made  by  Mi. 
Lowrie,  he  look  occasion  to  express  himself  in 
terms  of  high  commendation  in  regard  to  the 
present  clerks  in  the  Secretary's  office.  He  had 
very  frequently  had  occasion  to  call  upon  them, 
for  the  examination  of  the  journals  and  docu- 
ments appertaining  to  their  office,  and  he  had  as 
frequently  witnessed  the  assiduity  and  propriety 
with  which  their  duties  were  performed. 

After  some  further  remarks  by  Mr.  Eaton,  the 
bill,  as  amended,  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  and 
ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  authorize  the  building  of  an 
additional  number  of  sloops  of  war  for  the  naval 
service  of  the  United  States,  together  with  the 
amendments  proposed  thereto  ;  Mr.  Ruggles,  in 
the  Chair  ;  and,  on  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Friday,  February  6. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  memorial  of  the  President  and  Direct- 
ors of  the  Washington  and  Alexandria  Turnpike 
Company,  reported  a  bill  to  amend  an  act,  enti- 
tled "An  act  for  the  establishment  of  a  Turnpike 
Company  in  the  county  of  Alexandria,  in  the 
District  of  Columbia ;''  which  was  read,  and 
passed  to  a  second  reading. 

The   resolution    submitted   yesterday,    by   Mr. 


Lloyd,  of  Maryland,  directing  the  Secretary  of 
the  Senate  to  pay  the  funeral  expenses  of  Mr. 
Samuel  Turner,  jr.,  the  late  principal  clerk  in  the 
Secretary's  office,  was  read  the  second  time.  Mr. 
L.  stated,  that  it  had  been  the  usual  practice  of 
both  Houses  of  Congress  to  pay  the  expenses 
attending  the  interment  of  their  officers.  He 
moved  to  fill  the  blank  in  the  resolution  with 
"  one  hundred  dollars ;'"  which  was  agreed  to,  and 
the  resolution  passed  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the 
third  time. 

ADDITIONAL  SLOOPS  OF  WAR. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  to  authorize  the  building  of  ten  additional 
sloops  of  war.  The  question  was  stated  to  be, 
upon  filling  the  blank  for  the  appropriation,  with 
"  $425,000,  annually,  for  two  years." 

Mr.  Barbour  rose  in  support  of  the  bill.    He 
believed  the  Senate  could  not,  at  present,  feel  any 
listlesness  in  regard  to  the  Navy  of  the  country. 
There  had  formerly  been  a  difference  of  opinion 
on  the  subject  of  the  United  States  becoming  a 
maritime  Power;  and  Mr.  B.  said  he  did  justice 
to  the  honorable  member  from  Maryland  (Mr. 
Smith)  for  the  firmness  he  had  always  evinced, 
in  his  uniform  support  of  the  Navy,  although  that 
course  had.  at  one  time,  separated  bim  from  the 
parly  with  which  he  was  accustomed  to  act.    But 
it  was  due  to  those  who  had  formerly  differed  in 
opinion   from  that  honorable  gentleman,  to  say, 
that  experience  had  not  then  proved  the  necessity 
of  a  naval  force;  that,  upon  recurring  to  the  his- 
tory of  other  nations,  particularly  of  that  nation 
with  whom  we  were  then,  unhappily,  involved  in 
difficulties,  it  was  then  hardly  to  be  hoped  that 
any  effort  of  ours  would  be  sufficient  to  enable  us 
to  make  any  stand,  among  the  nations  of  the  earth, 
as  a  naval  Power;  and  it  was  firmly  believed,  by 
those  who  then  opposed  the  progress  of  our  Navy, 
that  we  should  only  build  vessels  to  be  captured. 
But,  in  the  progress  of  time,  the  war  came  on  ;  it 
furnished  a  trial  of  our  capacity,  as  a  maritime 
Power;  and  the  decision  has  been  such  as  to  pro- 
duce an  uniform  opinion,  in  the  nation,  that  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  Government  to  cherish  this  impor- 
tant means  of  our  defence.     In  the  brilliancy  and 
the  glory  of  its  exploits,  the  Navy  had  far  exceed- 
ed the  utmost  anticipation  of  its  friends,  and  cer- 
tainly it  had  surpassed  the  expectations  of  its  op- 
ponents.   While  it  had  been  thought  that  the  land 
alone  would  be  the  theatre  of  our  victories,  it  be- 
came sometimes  the  scene  of  our  defeat,  and  even 
of  our  disgrace.    And,  where  it  was  expected  that 
we  should  meet  with  nothing  but  disaster,  there 
the  national  character  had  been  elevated.     It  was 
ascertained,  in  that  war,  that  our  Navy  would  fur- 
nish us  with  the  greatest  means  of  annoyance 
against  an  enemy,  and  that  it  would  carry  an  im- 
pression of  our  power  more  than  any  other  force 
we  could  furnish,  and  consequently  the  feeling 
towards  it  had  been  changed.     Attachment  to  the 
Navy  was  now,  Mr.  B.  said,  confined  to  nu  par- 
ticular part  of  the  country — it  was  universal.    Im- 
mediately after  the  war,  at  a  moment  when  the 
nation  was  laboring  under  all  the  embarrassments 
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resulting  from  the   contest;   when,  individually 
and  collectively,  the  country  was  distressed  in  its 
financial  concerns;   in  April.  1816,  a  law  was 
passed  appropriating  one  million  annually  to  the 
gradual  increase  of  the  Navy.     Mr.  B.  said  he 
had  mentioned  that  fact,  only  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  Senate  to  the  circumstances  of  the  Govern- 
ment at  that  time.     If  a  million  of  dollars,  annu- 
ally, was  then  appropriated,  when  the  nation  was 
embarrassed,  and  individuals  were  involved  in  pe- 
cuniary distress,  surely  at  this  lime,  when  our  debt 
is  diminished,  and  our  population  increased,  we 
may  provide  for  the  increaseof  the  Navy  proposed 
by  this  bill.    Either  the  appropriation  at  that  time 
'    was  the  most  unwise  prodigality,  or  the  bill  pro- 
posed at  this  time  could  not  fairly  be  objected   to. 
Another  fact  might  be  stated.     About  three  years 
since,  in  1821,  instead  of  the  annual  appropriation 
of  a  million  of  dollars,  only  five  hundred  thousand 
dollars  were  appropriated.     This  diminution  did 
not  grow  out  of  any  hostility  to  the  Navy,  but 
from  the  peculiar  exigency  in  which  the  nation 
was  situated  at  that  time.     We  were  constrained 
to  borrow  money  for  the  ordinary  expenditures  of 
the  Government.     But   that  exigency  has   now! 
passed  away,  and  the  circumstances  that  then  ex- 1 
i-sted   have  passed  away  with  it.     If.  then,  the  i 
question  were  now  to  be  decided,  whether  the  ap-  ■ 
propriation  of  a  million   a  year,  for  eif^ht  years 
should  be  made,  as  in  1816;  if  that  question  were 
before  an  American  Senate,  would  there  be  any  , 
difference  of  opinon  in  regard  to  it?    Has  the 
public  mmd  undergone  any  change  in  favor  of  a  ' 
didferent  policy  ?     Is  the  increase  of  the  Navy  less  ' 
desirable  than  at  that  time?     Do  not  the  same 
reasons  that  influenced  the  Government  then,  ope- 
rate as  strongly  now  ;  or  is  anyone  prepared  to 
say  that  our  Navy  is  as  large  as  is  desirable  ? 

Mr.  B.  said  he  well  recollected  the  reasons  that 
were  urged  in  favor  of  an  increase  of  the  Navy 
then,  and  he  believed  them  fit  and  proper  to  be  ad- 
verted to  at  this  time.     If  there  was  really  any 
change  in  public  sentiment,  it  might  not  be  im- 
proper to  look  back  and  consider  whether  those 
reasons  might  not  produce  the  same  effects  now 
Let  us  not  think  that  we  shall  always  enjoy  peace. 
This  may  have  a  benumbing  influence  upon  the 
country.     If  it  is  true  that  it  is  not  necessary  to 
make  any  expenditures  more  than  your  present 
service  requires,  all  that  you  have  done  since  the 
war  IS  in  vam;  your  fortifications,  your  cannon 
the  increase  of  your  Navy,  is  all  a  useless  waste 
ot  the  public  money,  and  it  is  better  to  stop  in- 1 
suntly  ;  but  if  the  necessity  of  preparing  for  our  I 
delence  continues  as  strong  as  it  has  been,  it  is  I 
better  no:  to  fold  our  arms,  and  cry  peace,  peace  I 
when,  peradventure,  there  is  no  peace.     It  was  i 
then  contended  that,  if  any  country  ought  to  cher- 1 
ish  Its  navy,  the  United  States   ought  to  do  so-  ' 
that  the  extent  of  its  maritime  coast,  the  numer- : 
ous  tributary  streams  that  intersect  the  country  in  ' 
every  direction,   furnishing  facilities  for  the  at- 1 
tacks  of  an  enemy,  required  this  means  of  defence.  ' 
When  the  geographical  situation  of  the  country 
was  considered,  it  was  necessary.     Durinc  the 
late  war,  Mr.  B.  said,  his  situation  had  brought 


the  importance  of  this  subject  particularly  to  his 
view.  The  State  of  Virginia  was  intersected  by 
numerous  and  large  rivers,  contributing  to  the 
beneficial  intercourse  of  the  inhabitants,  in  time 


ol  peace,  but  in  war,  furnishing  high  roads  to  the 
,  enemy  from  which  to  make  their  incursions  upon 
the  country.     Thousands  of  the  citizens  of  that 
I  State  were  detailed  to   protect   its  shores.     The 
I  enemy  was  constantly  changing  his  position,  and 
rendered    any    defence   almost    impossible.     One 
j  single  ship,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Potomac,  hermeti- 
cally sealed  the  commerce  of  Virginia,  Maryland 
and  a  part  of  North  Carolina.     The  expense  of 
i  the  protection   of  that  part  of  the  country  was 
i  much  greater  than  if  it  had  been  protected  by  a 
I  competent  maritime  force,  independently  of  the 
thousands  of  our  valuable  citizens  who  i>erished 
in  garrison.     Mr.  B.  said  he  was  better  informed 
of  the  situation  of  Virginia,  at  that  time,  than  of 
any  other  State;  but  he  believed  that  other  mari- 
time States  were  in  a  similar  situation.     In  an- 
other war,  the  same  horrors  might  be  sustained,  if 
this  arm  of  national  defence  were  not  strength- 
ened. * 

It  was  said,   furthermore,   at  that  lime,  that, 
when  reference  was  had  to  the  particular  genius 
of  our  Government,  encouragement  should  be  ex- 
tended to  the  growth  of  the  .Navy.     It  would  have 
a  tendency  to  do  away,  in  some  measure,  the  ne- 
cessity of  standing  armies.     The  whole  history  of 
nations  has  shown  that  standing  armies  were  the 
surest  enemies  of  liberty.     England   is  indebted 
lor  the  liberty  and  the  extensive  commerce  which 
she  enjoys  to   her  naval,    rather   than   her  land 
forces.     In  every  nation  in  which  standing  armies 
had  been  confided  in,  the  liberties  of  the  people 
had   been   subverted ;  and   when   maritime  force 
,  had  been  relied  upon,  the  contrary  effect  had  gen- 
I  erally  been  produced;  and  so,  when  we  return  to 
I  the  United   States,   the  necessity  is  obvious,  of 
I  employing  this  species  of  force  in  preference  to 
any  other. 

!      A  third   topic  upon   which  encouragement  of 
:  the  Navy  was  defended,  was,  that  it  was  friendly 
to  the  union  of  the  States.     It  had  been  his  mis- 
j  fortune,  Mr.  B.   said,  to  hear  subjects  discussed 
there,  which  were  exceedingly  unpleasant  ;  and, 
in  which,  one  part  of  the  Union  had  been  set  ia 
contradistinction  to  another,  as  having  been  the 
theatre  of  signal  victories;  but,  as  it  regards  the 
Navy,  these  invidious   distinctions   cannot  take 
place.     The  Navy  is  the  prop-rty  of  the  Union  ; 
and  in  whatever  part  of  the  Union  we  are  situated 
we  all  share  in  its  glory.     All  participate  in  the 
victories  of  the  ocean.     It  does  away  all  local 
considerations  ;  and  when  the  Navy  grows  up,  as 
he  trusted  it  would,  to  become  a  means  of  great 
annoyance  to  any  enemy  that  might  attack  us,  its 
advantages  will   be  so  obvious  that  every  man 
will  consider  it  as  national  property  ;  and.  in  such 
a  point  of  view,  it  would  operate  as  a  strong  in- 
ducement to  every  State  to  preserve  its  connex- 
ion with  the  Union.     These  points  were  urf^ed 
in  favor  of  the  Navy,  at  the  close  of  the  war ;  and 
ISP  '"oo^y  ^a*^  cheerfully  voted   to  increase  it. 
Then,  our  naval  victories  were  fresh  in  recollec- 
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tion.     We  felt  what  a  powerful  annoyance  it  was 
to  the  enemy  ;  and  considered  it  a  duty  to  appro- 
priate money  for  its  increa.se.    And  should  we 
then,  for  the  sake  of  saving  a  little  money,  say 
that  the  Navy  had  arrived  at  that  point,  beyond 
which  its  increase  was  unnecessary  and  prodigal  ? 
When  the  geographical  situation,  the  policy,  and 
a  reference  to  our  political  connexion,  point  out 
its  importance?     These  were   the   reasons  that 
were  then  urged  in  favor  of  extending  the  naval 
system.     But,    whatever   might    have    been    the 
opinions  of  gentlemen  upon  the  general  view  of 
the  subject,  Mr.  B.  trusted  they  woald  not  fail  to 
agree  to  this  special  increase  of  the  Navy.    Early 
in  the  present  session  a  resolution  had  been  sub- 
mitted  calling  for   information    on   the  subject. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  the  organ  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, aided  by  three  gentlemen  of  high  stand- 
ing in  that  department,  had  expres.sed  his  opinion 
in  favor  of  the  necessity  of  building  the  vessels 
provided  for  in  this  act;  it  was  slated  that  the 
good  of  the  service  required  them ;  that  they  fur- 
nished the  best  means  of  educating  and  instruct- 
ing our  officers;  and  that  they  were  requisite  to 
answer  peculiar  purposes  for  which  vessels  are, 
at  present,  wanted.    These  reasons  were  furnished 
from  the  head  of  the  Navy  Department,  and  the 
distinguished  men  who  assist  in  the  duties  of  that  ' 
office;    and    coming    from   such   author-ty,   they 
ought  to  have  great  weight.     They  are  t    .  sup- 
ported  by  the  opinions  of  gentlemen  whose  nar- 
ticular  situation  furnishes  the  means  of  prac  .cal 
knowledge  on  the  subject,  and  who  are  better  ad- 
vised upon  It  than  others  who  have  not  had  occa- 
sion to  inquire  into  il.     We  learn,  therefore,  from 
persons  entitled  to  respect,  the  necessity  that  these 
vessels  should   be  built.     An  honorable  member 
from  Maine  has  asserted  that  we  are  called  upon 
to-day  to  build  ^nlall  vessels,  and  lo-morrow  large 
ones;  so  that  we  keep  increasing  our  IVavy,  while 
the  only  reason  assigned  is,  that  we  want  vessels 
of  a  different  size.     Mr.  B.  apprehended  that,  in 
building  the  vessels  aontemplated  by  this  act,  the 
Government  would  only  restore  this  class  of  ves- 
sels to  iLs  original  number,  as  it  stood  formerly. 
At  one  time  we  had  thirteen  of  them,  and  now 
there  were  only  four.     If  it  was  proper,  then,  that 
there  should  be  thirteen  vessels  of  this  class,  how 
much  more  necessary  is  it  now,  when  the  propor- 
tion of^arge  vessels  is  increased  i    If  gentlemen 
would  advert  to  the  navies  of  other  nations,  par- 
ticularly to  that  of  Great  Britain,  they  would  find 
the  proportion  of  large  vessels  to  be  only  about 
one-half.     Of  upwards  of  seven  hundred  vessels 
in  the  British  Navy,  more  than  one-half  are  of 
smaller  grade  than  frigates.     In  the  United  States 
Navy,  the  small  vessels  bear  no  proportion  to  the 
large  ones.     If,  therefore,  we  are  governed  by  the 
naval  policy  of  Great  Britain,  we  shall  keep  up 
the   proportion   of  small    vessels;   and    this   act 
merely  proposes  to  maintain  that  due  proportion 
which   ought   always   to    exist.     These   smaller 
class  of  vessels  furnish  a  fine  theatre  for  our  mas- 
ters commandant  to  prepare  for  the  command  of 
vesseU  of  a  larger  size.     If  we  neglect  to  build 
them,  we  shall   be  left,  in  lime  of  war,  to  regret  ' 


the  want  of  them  ;  and,  instead  of  victory,  to 
weep  over  our  defeat.    No  one,  Mr.  B.  said,  was 
j  more  disposed  to  a  wise  economy  than  himself; 
I  he  had  not  now  to  learn  that  money  was  a  neces- 
!  sary  sinew  of  war;  and,  therefore,  a  proper  ecooo- 
I  my  would  always  have  his  support.     But,  he  con- 
i  ceived  that  there  was  a  difference  between  such 
economy,  and  withholding  the  necessary  means 
for  the  defence  of  the  country.     The  gentlemaa 
from  Pennsylvania  had  said,  that  he  was  not  wil- 
ling to  go  to   this  extent,  in  the  increase  of  the 
Navy,  in  lime  of  peace ;  but,  if  we  do  not  increase 
It  in  lime  of  peace,  when  shall  we  do  it  ?     When 
the  nation  is  involved  in  war.  it  is  surely  a  most 
improvident  lime  to  do  it.     If,  then,  we  are  not 
to  increase  our  naval  force  in  time  of  peace,  and 
il  is  not  proper  to  do  it  in  war,  there  is  an  end  of 
the  Navy  at  once.     He  would  ask  his  honorable 
friend,  what  was  the  result  of  experience  on  this 
subject  ? 

Mr.   LowRiE  rose  to  explain      He  had   been 
misunderstood,  both  by  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, and,  the  other  day,  by  the  gentleman  frftm 
South  Carolina.     They  had   attributed    to   hirtf\ 
.'•entiments  which  he  did  not  entertain.     He  had 
said  that  he  was  not  willing,  in  a  single  year,  S 
and  in  time  of  peace,  to  build  as  many  as  ten  ves-  ' 
sels  of  this  clas.s,  merely  to  be  used  in  time  of  war. 
He  would  not  appropriate  so  much  money  in  one 
year,  if  the  vessels  were  wanted  for  war  only.    He 
,  was  quite  willing  to  fill  the  chasm  which  existed 
in   this  class  of  vessels,  but  not  to  do  it  at  once, 
when  the  finances  of  the  country  were  in  no  bet- 
I  ter  situation  than  at  present. 

Mr.  Barbolr  resumed.     He  had  no  disposition 
to  misrepresent  the  gentleman.     He  thought  the 
present,  however,  the  most  acceptable   time  for 
!  building  the  vessels  in  question.     He  wished  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the  experience 
furnished  by  the  last  war.     It  was  made  a  matter 
of  boasting,  that  in  sixty  days  the  trees  of  the 
forest  were  converted  into  vessels,  and  floating 
upon  the  water.   And  what  was  the  result  ?   The 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  now  tells  you  how  worth- 
less ihey  were.     If  the  necessity  of  this  kind  of 
force  had   been  felt  previous  to  the  war,  the  ma- 
terials might  have  been  properly  selected,  and  pre- 
pared, and  the  vessels  have  been  still  in  existence, 
and  fit  for  service;  but,  as  it  was,  they  perished 
almost  as  soon  as  built.     Six  weeks  brought  them 
into  existence,  and  six  weeks   carried  them  to  the 
bottom  of  the  Lakes,  or  rendered  them  useless.    In 
time  of  war,  there  are  no  surplus  funds  to  build 
vessels  with.     All  the  funds  that  the  nation  can 
raise,  are  put  in  requisition  for  other  purposes. 
And   before  the   vessels  are  built,    the  necessity 
which  called  for  them  may  have  passed  away. 
These  vessels  are  wanted  for  a  particular  service. 
Under  the  necessity  of  the  case,  the  last  Congress 
passed  an  act  for  the  purchase  of  additional  ves- 
sels.    They  were  not  of  suitable  kind  for  the  ser- 
vice.    The  men  were  exposed  on  board  of  them 
to  the  diseases  of  the  climate  in  which  they  were 
used,  and  perished  in  large  numbers.  They  proved 
so  many  graves  for  the  men   employed   in  them', 
and,  in  the  language  of  the  Secretary,  they  were 
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unfarorable  to  discipline.  This  particular  kind  of 
vessels,  therefore,  is   necessary  in  the  ser?ice.     It 
will  actually  promote  economy,  instead  of  being 
an  useless  expense,  to  build  them.     They  are  su- 
perior, in  point  of  size,  for  the  service.     We  send 
ships-of-the-line,  or  frigates,  on  distant  service,  to 
carry  Ministers,  <tc.,  where  these  vessels  would  an- 
swer the  purpose  equally  as  well,  and  be  support- 
ed at  much  less  expense.    In  wars  with  the  pirates, 
they  are  particularly  serviceable.     It  is  said  that 
the  pirates  are  put  down  ;  but  the  seeds  remain 
there  still ;  although  they  are  partly  suppressed, 
yet,  as  evil  weeds  grow  up  apace,  so  may  they 
appear  again.     In  reference  to  particular  waters 
which  they  occupy,  this  smaller  class  of  vessels  is 
called  for,  to  exterminate  these  frightful  banditti,  j 
But  we  are  told  that  we   shall   have  to  borrow  i 
money.     A  gentleman  who  stands  in  a  near  rela- ' 
tioa  to  the  Treasury,  as  chairman  of  the  Commit-  \ 
tee  of  Finance,  says  that  we  shall  have  to  borrow  j 
money,  if  we  vote  this  appropriation.     Although 
I  appreciate  his  services,  yet  this  statement  has  al- 
most counteracted   the  support  which  he  gave  to 
the  bill.     It  will  be  difficult  to  quiet  the  alarm  i 
caused  by  such  an  assertion.     But,  Mr.  B.  thousfht, 
there  could  be  no  danger  of  being  obliged  to  bor- ' 
row— that  there  was  a  balance  in  the  Treasury 
of  $aOOO,000,  on  the  first  of  January.     Subject 
this  sura  to  what  deductions  you  can,  there  will 
still  be  an  excess  of  many  millions,  beyond  our 
ordinary  expenditures,  which  are  to  be  applied  to 
the  payment  of  the  national  debt. 

Ir  we  vote  these  S425,000  for  two  years,  we 
shall  not  have  so  much  to  pay  on  account  of  our 
debts,  to  be  sure ;  but  why  have  to  borrow  money  ? 
We  shall  only  pay  so  much  the  less — and  are  your 
creditors  very  anxious  to  be  paid  ?  No  :  There  is 
not  an  individual  who  holds  your  scrip,  that  would 
not  wish  that  you  should  keep  the  money.  So 
long  as  your  stock  is  ten  per  cent,  above  par.  who 
will  ask  you  for  payment  ?  The  question,  then,  is 
whether  these  vessels  will  advance  the  interests  of 
the  country,  equal  to  the  sacrifice  they  require. 
Are  we  willing  the  growth  of  the  Navy  shQuld  go 
on?  If  we  build  ships,  we  must  pay  the  money 
for  them.  His  honorable  friend  from  North  Caro- 
lina, who  often  told  plain  truth  there,  had  told  an 
anecdote,  which,  Mr.  B.  said,  now  recurred  to  his 
recollection,  of  a  man  who  was  determined  to  be- 
come a  man  of  quality — but  he  did  not  like  to 
spare  the  money  necessary  for  such  a  purpose  ;  his 
wife,  who  understood  the  business  better,  told  him, 
that,  if  he  would  be  quality  he  must  buy  the  silver 
spoons.  Now,  if  we  will  be  a  maritime  Power,  we 
must  spare  the  money  necessary  for  it.  If  we  be- 
lieve that  our  geographical  situation  and  our  po- 
litical relations  require  this  sort  of  force— if  we 
recollect  the  brilliant  achievements  of  the  war, 
and  think  that  a  navy  is  necessary  to  protect  the 
country,  and  sustain  its  reputation,  it  is  in  vain  to 
tell  of  the  money  it  will  require.  There  is  no  need 
of  prodigality,  when  we  can  peaceably  and  silently 
increase  our  naval  force.  We  do  not  wish  to 
place  It  on  a  footing  with  that  of  Great  Britain, 
but  only  that  it  should  gradually  "grow  with  our 
growth,  and  strengthen  with  our  strength"— that 


it  should  increase  with  the  resources  of  the  coun- 
try. To  so  interesting  an  object  as  this,  what  is 
the  S425,000,  annually?  If  Great  Britain  had 
been  governed  by  such  considerations,  would  she 
ever  have  had  a  navy,  which  has  almost  enabled 
her  to  hold  the  destinies  of  the  world  in  her  hand  ? 
No  nation  ha«  ever  held  such  power  as  she  has  ac- 
quired by  means  of  her  navy.  If  Great  Britain 
says  that  Greece  shall  be  free,  she  will  probably 
be  so.  If  she  savs  that  the  Allied  Powers  must  not 
interfere  with  tne  concerns  of  South  America,  is 
there  one  of  them  that  will  dare  to  do  it  ?  Wher- 
ever the  winds  blow,  and  the  waters  flow,  her 
naval  power  is  felt.  But,  Mr.  B.  said,  he  did  not 
wish  to  be  understood  as  advocating  an  increase 
I  of  our  Navy  to  that  extent. 

I  He  understood  the  question  now  to  be,  upon 
■  filling  the  blank  in  the  bill,  with  an  appropriation 
I  of  §425,000,  annually,  for  two  years.  He  thought 
it  would  be  advantageous  to  make  the  appropria- 
tion, and  leave  the  business  in  the  hands  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  with  a  view  to  give  time 
for  purchasing  and  preparing  the  materials — that 
the  timber  might  be  seasoned,  &c.  If  .§425,000, 
for  one  year  only,  were  voted,  it  would  build  but 
five  vessels  ;  and  in  a  short  time.  Congress  would 
be  called  upon  to  pass  another  act  on  the  subject. 
He  hoped  the  motion  to  fill  the  blank  would  pre- 
vail, and  the  whole  appropriation  be  made. 

Mr.  Hayne,  of  South  Carolina,  said  he  had  re- 
gretted that  the  bill  now  under  consideration  had 
been  so  long  delayed,  as  he  had  feared  that  the 
strong  impression  made  by  the  arguments  of  the 
honorable  chairman  (and  his  colleagues)  of  the 
Committee  on  Naval  AflTairs,  might,  by  that  de- 
lay, have  lost  something  of  its  force.  But,  since 
he  had  heard  the  able  and  eloquent  speech  of  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Barbour,)  in 
support  of  the  bill,  he  felt  that  we  had  been  am- 
ply compensated  for  the  delay  which  had  taken 
place.  Mr.  H.  said  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to 
yield  his  support,  (however  feeble  it  might  be,) 
to  this  bill,  because  he  had  not  only  advocated  it 
in  the  committee  of  which  he  was  a  member,  but 
most  cordially  approved  of  the  policy  on  which  it 
was  founded ;  and  though  he  was  not  destined  to 
partake  largely  in  the  honors  of  victory,  (should 
the  measure  succeed,)  yet  he  would  certainly  feel 
his  full  share  of  mortification  at  its  defeat.  He 
trusted,  therefore,  that  the  Senate  would  bear  with 
him  while  he  endeavored  to  remove  some  of  the 
objections  which  had  been  urged  against  the  bill, 
and  to  show,  affirmatively,  the  policy  of  building 
the  proposed  number  of  sloops  of  war,  as  soon 
as  materials  could  be  prepared  for  that  purpose. 

The  first  objection  against  the  bill  was  ad- 
vanced by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Maine, 
(Mr.  CuANnLER.)  He  had  endeavored  to  give 
our  little  fleet  "a  shiA  hetwten  wind  and  voter." 
He  had  attacked  it  with  satire,  which,  in  a  skilful 
hand,  is  sometimes  a  better  weapon  than  argu- 
ment. He  tells  us  that  the  friends  of  the  Navy, 
at  one  moment,  insist  ''that  we  have  too  few 
ships  of  the  line — the  next,  that  we  have  too 
few  '  frigates ' — and  then  we  are  told  that  we  have 
too  few  '  sloops  of  war ; "  and  then,  that,  in  the 
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increase  of  our  Navy,  we  are  travelling  in  a  circle 
to  which  there  is  no  end.    With  all  due  deference 
to  that  honorable  gentleman,  (said  Mr.  H.)  I  sub- 
mit that  the  course  of  which  he  complains,  is  the 
only  one  which  could  have  been  pursued,  or  by 
which  we  can  ever  arrive  at  a  suitable  Naval  Es- 
tablishment.    A  navy  is,  in  its  very  nature,  pro- 
gressive; this  great  engine  of  national  defence 
can  be  constructed  only  by   gradual  means.     It 
must  "grow    with   our   growth    and   strengthen 
with  our  strength."     It  has  been  well  asked,  by 
ray  honorable  friend  from  Massachusetts,  whether 
the  gentleman  who  makes  this  objection  would, 
in  the  construction  of  his  dwelling,  expect  that 
the  chambers  and  the  garret  would  be  built  at  the 
same  moment  with  the  cellar  ?     And  I,  (said  Mr. 
H.)  will  put  another  case,  and  ask  whether,  if  he 
ennployed  an  agent  to  improve  a  farm,  he  would 
object  that  he  had  first  prepared  for  cultivation  a 
small  field,  and  then  a  large  one — or  whether  be 
would  not  discover,  in  tbi)»  gradual  and  progres- 
sive  improvement,   the   evidence    of    increasing 
wealth  and  prosperity  ?     But,  if  the  honorable 
gentleman's  objections  really  be  not  to  the  increase 
of  the  Navy,  but  only  to  the  manner  in  which 
that  object  was  accomplished,  he  would  suggest 
that  he  ought  not  to  oppose  the  bill,  but  should 
oflTer  to  amend  it,  so  as  to  embrace  the  construc- 
tion of  vessels  of  every  class  at  the  same  time. 
.Mr.  H.  feared,  however,  that  such  a  proposition 
would   never  meet  with  the  approbation  of  the 
gentleman  from  MaiLe,  much  less  that  it  would 
be  proposed  by  him. 

A  further  objection  had  been  advanced   by  the 
honorable  member  from  M^ine,  (Mr.  Holmes.) 
in   the   form  of  a  complaint,  •'  that  money  was 
never  suflVred  to  remain  long  in  the  Treasury ;" 
and  he  tells  us  "  that  the  Navy  is  the  key  by  which 
the  Treasury  is  unlocked."     It  is  a  golden   key, 
sir,  said  Mr.  H.,  which,  if  it  unlocks  the  Treasury^ 
also  opefts  the  door  to  national  glory.     May  the 
Treasury  never  be  unlocked  for  any  purpose  less 
conducive  to  the  welfare  and  honor  of  our  coun- 
try !  I  have  never,  said  Mr.  H.,  been  able  lo  com- 
prehend the  nature  of  the  satisfaction  which  gen- 
tlemen appear  to  feel  in  the  contemplation  of  the  ! 
Treasury,  filled  with  gold  and  silver,  and  locked  j 
up  from  the  public  use.     I  prefer,  .said  Mr.  H.,  to  I 
see  the  public  money  expended  in  great  national  [ 
improvements ;    in   establishments   calculated  to 
advance  the  true   interests  and    welfare  of  the  I 
whole  people.     The  gentleman  has  himself  urged  i 
an  argument  which  makes  against  his  position.  • 
He  says,  it  is  the  habit  of  the  country  to  exhaust 
every  dollar  which  comes  into  the  Treasury,  and 
that  this  always  has  oeen,  and  ever  will  be  the  case. 
If  this  be  true,  ought  we  not,  by  a  judicious  and 
timely  appropriation  of  the  balances  in  the  Trea- 
sury, lo  prevent  a  worse  use  from  being  made  of 
it?     If  we  are  in   the  habit  of  spending  all  our 
money,  it  is  certainly  best  to  spend  it  for  wise 
purposes.     If  money  is  to  remain  idle  in  the  Trea- 
sury, Mr.  H.  thought  it  had  better  have  remained 
in  the  pockets  of  the  citizens. 

The  next  objection  comes  from  the  honorable 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Finance,  (Mr. 


I  Smith,)  a  gentleman  entitled  to  the  highest  re- 
spect, as  well  from  his  situation,  as  the  guardian 
of  oyr  finances,  as  from  his  great  experience. 
While  I  return  him,  said  Mr.  H.,  my  thanks  for 
the  good  feeling  he  has  expressed  towards  the 
Navy,  I  cannot  but  regret  that  he  has  urged  an 
objection  which,  I  fear,  may  go  to  the  destruc- 
tion of  this  bill.  He  has  drawn  rather  a  gloomy 
picture  of  the  condition  of  our  finances,  and  seems 
to  think  that  we  are  not  in  a  situation  to  aflbrd 
the  appropriation  called  for  by  this  bill.  The  hon- 
orable gentleman  began  by  stating  emphatically 
that  "  money  is  power,"  an  axiom  which,  I  fear, 
has  had  more  influence  on   his  mind,  on  the  pre- 

^  sent  occasion,  than  it  is  probably  entitled  to.    The 

!  celebrated  aphorism  of  Lord  Bacon,  that  "  knowl- 
edge is  power,"  if  applied  to  nations,  would 
seem  to  teach  us  to  seek  for  national  power,  not 
in  the  accumulation  of  silver  or  of  gold,  but  in 

I  the  improveraent,  the  intelligence,  and  virtue 

in  short,  in  the  moral  character  of  the  people. 
Spain,  with  the  mines  of  Mexico  and  Peru  at  her 
command,  was  poor  and  powerless,  while  Great 

;  Britain,  overwhelmed  with  debt,  and  incapable 

,  of  converting  her  paper  into  gold,  was  rich  in  her 
great  national  institutions,  and  in  the  prosperous 
condition  of  her  agriculture,  her  commerce,  and 
her  manufactures.  No,  sir,  it  is  not  money,  it  is 
not  in  the  mere  accumulation  of  cash  in  the 
Treasury,  but  it  is  the  resources  of  a  nation  which 

,  constitute  national  power.  These  consist  in  the 
prosperous  condition  of  all  the  great  national  in- 
stitutions of  a  country,  in  the  accumulated  capital 
in  the  hands  of  individuals,  in  the  productive  labor 
of  the  country,  in  the  improvements  in  science 
and  the  arts,  and,  above  all,  in  the  moral  habits 
and  principles  of  the  people.     Money,  converted 

■  into  ships  of  war,  is,  said  Mr.  H.,  of  more  real 

■  value  than  money  locked  up  in  the  Treasury.  The 
'  gentleraan   from  Massachusetts  assures  us  that, 

should  we  turn  merchant."!,  and  sell  our  ships, 
they  would  bring  more  than  they  cost.  But,  in  a 
national  point  of  view,  as  the  source  of  power, 
vessels  of  war,  built,  equipped,  and  ready  for  ser- 
vice, are  much  more  valuable  than  money.  A 
navy  contains  more  of  the  elements  of  strength, 
and  is  every  way  superior  to  money,  as  it  contri- 
butes more  to  the  character  of  the  nation  abroad, 
and  its  dignity  at  home,  and  affords  greater  pro- 
tection to  the  property  and  persons  of  our  citizens. 
But,  said  Mr.  H.,  let  us  look,  for  a  moment,  into 
the  actual  state  of  our  finances,  and  see  if  it  offers 
any  obstacle  to  the  passage  of  this  hill.  The 
President,  in  his  Message,  informed  us  that  there 
was  a  surplus  in  the  Treasury  of  nine  millions  of 
dollars.  It  is  true  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
sury  reduces  this  balance  to  six  millions,  on  the 
ground  that  there  were  appropriations  to  the 
amount  of  three  millions,  which  had  not  been 
called  for.  We  are  not  informed  of  the  items 
which  compose  the  sum,  and  it  is  very  probable 
that  a  great  portion  of  it  may  never  be  called  for. 
But,  should  it  be  otherwise,  it  must  be  recollected, 
there  always  must  be  a  part  of  the  appropriations 
of  every  year  unexpended  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
The  gentleman  himself  had  informed  us,  that  this 
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had  been  uniformly  the  case  for  twenty  years.  Mr. 
H.  submitted,  therefore,  that  it  was  not  altogether 
correct  to  say  that  we  might  be  compelled  to  bor- 
row money  for  the  current  expenses  of  the  next 
year,  when   the  calculations  were  predicated  on 
the  idea,  that  the  whole  amount  of  the  appropria- 
tions, for  that   year,  as  well   as  the   unexpended 
appropriations  of  the  last  year,  would  be  expended 
within  the  year,  when,  m  point  of  fact,  no  such 
occurrence  had  taken   place  for  the  last  twenty 
years,  nor,  indeed,  in  the  whole  history  of  the  Gov- 
ernment.    With    resptct   to   the  act  which    has 
been  passed  during  the  present  session,  for  the  re- 
demption of  the  seven   per  cent,  stock,  Mr.  H. 
conceived  that  it  would  of  course  be  proper  to  re- 
deem it   by  the  issue,  whenever  called  /or,  of  an 
equal  amount  of  five  per  cent,  stock.     The  debt 
was  not  yet  due,  aud  if,  in  consequence  of  our 
having,  at  this  time,  an  unemployed  surplus  in 
the  Treasury,  we  proposed   to  redeem  this  stock 
now,  that  surely  could  not  be  urged  as  a  proof  of 
a  deficiency  in  the  revenue.     The  public  debt,  at 
this  time,  exceeds  eighty  millions,  and,  by  redeem- 
ing it  before  it  becomes  due,  we  might  deprive 
ourselves  of  the  means  of  paying  the  ordinary  ex- 
penses of  the  Government.     You  may  apply  the 
surplus  in  the  Treasury  to  redeem  vour  stock  be- 
fore It  is  redeemable,  and,   by  premiums,  (as  in 
this  case,)  may  induce  the  holders  to  surrender 
It;  but  you  will  take  this  step  with  the  under- 
standing that  stock  to  the  same  amount,  but  bear- 
ing a  less  interest,)  must  be  issued  when  the  exi- 
gencies of  the  country  shall  demand  ii.     Mr.  H. 
said,  he  was  not  perfectly  satished  with  the  esti- 
mate made  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  as 
to  the  revenue  of  the  present  year.     He  had  esti- 
mated the  receipts  by  customs  at  sixteen  millions 
and  a  hali,  while  the  receipts,  during  the  last  year, 
from  the  same  source,  had  been  twenty-one  mil- 
lions, and  he  did  not  think  the  reasons  given  were 
yery  satisfactory,  as  they  would  go  to  prove  that, 
m  a  few  years,  we  would  have  no  revenue  at  alK 
But  perhaps  it  was  wise,  in  estimating  revenue 
to  take  the  worst  view  of  the  subject.     But,  Mr. 
H.  said,  he  would  not  enter  further  into  calcula- 
tions on  a  subject  with  which  he  did  not  profes.? 
to  be  well  acquainted.     There  can    l>e  no  doubt, 
said  he,  that  the  United  States  can  aflord  to  build 
ten  sloops  of  war  at   a  time  when  we  are  antici- 
pating the  payment  of  our  debts;  and  your  cred- 
itors, so  far  from  pressing  their  demands,  are  en- 
treating you  to  suffer  their  money  to  remain  in 
your  hands.     If  this  bill,  therefore,'  be  expedient  • 
if  Us  passage  be  called  for  by  the  interests  of  the  ' 
country,  he  had  no  fears  but  that  the  means  would 
be  very  easily  provided.     He  would  put  the  bill  i 
into  the  hands  of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
01  l^inance  and  call  on  him  to  provide  the  money. 
He  knew  that  it  was  a  call  which  would  be  corn- 
plied  with. 

I  come  now,«aid  Mr.  H.,  to  examine  the  argu-  i 
ment  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- ' 
vania,  (Mr.  Lowrie.)  He  had  a>ked  if  these 
sloops ot  war  were  wanted  for  immediate  service?  , 
and  had  stated  that,  on  looking  back  to  the  reports  I 
ot  the  Secretary  ol   the  Navy,  for  several  years  ' 


past,  he  had  discovered  that  all  our  sloops  of  war  had 
not  been  constantly  in  commission  ;  from  which 
fact,  he  seems  to  doubt  the  necessity  of  adding 
to  the  number,  at  this  time,  or  at  least  of  building 
so  many  as  ten.     In  answer   to  this  objection,! 
would  remark,  said  Mr.  H.,  that  every  well  ordered 
Naval   Establishment  must  consist  of  vessels  in 
commission   and  vessels  in  ordinary — of  ships  to 
be  employed  in   lime  of  peace,  and  those  to  be 
employed  in  time  of  war.     The  number  of  vessels 
necessary  for  service,  even  in  peace,  must  always 
exceed  the  number  usually  kept  in  commission  at 
any  one  time.     The  Peace  Establishment  must 
be  equal  to  all  the  exigencies  of  commerce.     We" 
must  be  prepared  to  send  a  fleet  to  the  Mediterra- 
nean, to  South  America,  to  the  Northwest  coast, 
to  India,  and  to  the  West  Indies,  though  the  ser- 
vice of  this  year,  or  the  next,  raav  not  require  all 
these  stations  to  be  occupied.     I'he  present  year 
calls  for  the  service  of  all  our  sloops  of  war,  and 
they  are  all  in  commission — the  last  year  one  of 
them  was  m  ordinary.     But,  if  the  number  always 
kept   in  actual  service,  is   to  be  the  standard,  our 
Navy  would  be  small  indeed.     The  last  year,  for 
instance,  we  had  in  service  only  one  seventy-four, 
and  two  frigates  ;  and  this  year  we  will  not  have 
more.     This  ii   no  test,  however,   of  the  num- 
I  ber  necessary   for  a   Peace   Establishment.     But 
I  the  honorable  gentleman  says  he  is  willing  to  in- 
i  crease  the  Navy,  but  he  thinks  this  bill  ought  to 
I  be   engrafted  on  the  general  bill  on   that  subject. 
I  This,  sir,  said  Mr.  H.,  is,  in  substance,  exactly 
i  what   we  propose  to  do.     The  laws  already  pro- 
'  vide  for  building  seventy-fours  and  frigates,  and 
we  propose  now  lo  make  a  similar  provision  for 
i  sloops  of  war.     This  bill,  said  .Mr.  H.,  will  make 
i  the   system    complete.     He    hoped,  after   having 
gone  so  far  in  the  good  work  of  providing  an  effi- 
I  cient  Navy,  we  would  not  now  stop  short.     It  was 
;  from  small  beginnings,  that    the  greatest  results 
i  were  often  produced.     I  recollect,  said  Mr.  H.,  in 
;  the  course  of  my  early  reading,  to  have  been  for- 
i  cibly  >iruck  by  a  remark  of  Lord  Coke,  in  which 
i  hecongratulaies  the  English  nation  on  two  things, 
which,    he  says,  constitute  their  pride  and   their 
glory;  the    first   was,   in    the  possession  of  their 
"  Virgin  Q,ueen— the  Queen,"'  as  he  quaintly  ex- 
presses It,  ''  of  '  roseate  beauty,'  in    whose  cheeks 
'  were  united  the  white  rose  and  the  red — us  she 
'  united  in  her  person  the  conflicting  claims  of  the 
'  houses  of  York  and   Lancaster."     The  second 
was,  in    their  magnificent   fleet,  which,  said    he, 
"  cousishs  of  no  less  than  thirty-three  ships."   Such, 
said  Mr.  H.,  was  the  British  navy  in  the  days  of 
Q,ueen  Elizabeth — and  what  is  it  now  ! 

I  proceed  now,  (continued  Mr.  H.,)  to  show  the 
propriety  of  passing  this  bill.  This  will  naturally 
lead  to  a  brief  examination  of  the  policy  on  which 
it  is  founded,  as  well  as  of  its  particular  details. 
I  admit,  sir,  said  Mr.  H.,  that  this  is  not  a  war 
mearure,  and  that  our  proposition  is  not  founded  on 
the  present  aspect  of  our  foreign  relations.  I  trust 
that,  were  we  now  about  to  adopt  a  system  of 
measures  looking  to  a  war  with  any  European 
Power,  the  nature  and  extent  of  our  preparations 
would  bear  some  proportion  to  the  magnitude  of 
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to  support  our  commerce,  to  protect  our  citizens,  '  the  remark    "  that  xh^^Tr!^  T        argument  by 
or  to  vindicate  our  honor!     The  last  war  has  haV  i  Uni  erStates  to  loortn  th       '■*''°°'  ""J""  '^* 

HH*-f  S'f Sir  h:  £S  *3^^ 

J«,h,  Tn  1   h  ""^r''"!^  proscribed,  and  human    will  enable  you  to  carry  the  content  .mo  the  Tne 
dus^can  •'  .r  I,"  ^T'^tv  '."•""•P'^'i  '"  ">'  i  -y'^country'-to  attack^,™  on"ieo  ean      WUh 
tela?:,"  of'  he  :;  nc7  W    ar'T  Z  l"-  '  cal'M  I  t  rT""  r"'  """"'''  ^^  ""  "'  '«  '■'"^' 

aTa";.:;:;^'^.  '::^.^iir!^^^'~  I  ?- q^^J ;-  r  "Ja  J-  Eu?o'/e  t^- 

1  he  history  of  the  world,  from  the  days 

ir,      or.-!       U :k_l        .>_      .;  ,.     1..T  .         ^ 


an  attitude  '  for  war,  but  it  certainly  behooves  us 
to  examine  our  Military  and  Naval  Establish- 
ments ;  to  introduce  stricter  and  more  perfect  dis- 
cip  inc;  to  establish  order,  economy,  and  account- 
'  ability  ;  to  give  harmony  and  proportion  to  all  the 
parts;  in  short,  to  make  them  more  useful  in  peace 
and  more  efficient  in  war.  This  bill  is  the  first 
of  a  scries  which  have  been  reporled  by  the  Naval 
Committee,  having  in  view  these  objects.  If  n 
be  admitted  that  ours  is  a  naval  policy,  it  seems 
to  follow,  that  our  establishment  should  be  ren- 
dered as  perfect  as  possible. 


force. 


of  Scipio  and  Hannibal,  to  those  of  Napoleon, 
lully  proves  that  the  wisest  of  all  policy,  in  war, 
is  to  remove  it  from  your  own  shores.  This  fur- 
nishes an  essential  use  for  a  navy.  History  would 
afford  some  valuable  lessons  on  this  subject.  But, 
sir,  I  have  not  time  to  dwell  upon  them.  If  we 
look  into  the  history  of  Genoa,  of  Venice,  of  Hol- 
land, and  of  England,  and  seek  the  causes  of  their 
power,  their  navies  will  be  found  to  have  been 
eminently  instrumental  in  its  acquisition  and  pre- 
servation.     Where   would   Great    Britain    have 


r.!ielX±i^--'^!.>^r^l-Vd^^"H^J^';^--^^^ 


to  provide  and  maintain  a  navy,"  (to  be  limited  in 
its  extent  only  by  the  wants  and  resources  of  the 
country,)  seems  now  to  be  too  generally  admitted, 
to  require  proof  by  elaborate  argument.  The 
doubts  which  once  existed  on  this  subject,  have 
been  dispelled  by  experience,  and  the  Navy  has 
"fought  Itself  into  favor."  I  will  trespass,  how- 
ever, said  Mr.  H.,  so  far  on  the  patience  of  the 
Senate,  as  to  recall  some  of  the  considerations  by 
which  the  wisdom  of  our  naval  policy  is  demon- 
slraied.^The  United  States  of  America  must 
always  be  a  ^mmercial  country.  With  a  sea- 
coast  of  two  thousand  miles,  and  numerous  and 
large  rivers,  (opening  the  channels  of  commerce 
almost  to  the  mountains,)  with  a  vast  quantity  of 
rich  and  uncultivated  lands — our  great  facilities 
for  trade— and,  above  all,  the  character  and  hab- 


She  woul^l  have    been  subdued   by  the  arms  of 
France.    * 

The  growing  Powers  of  South  America,  also, 
demand  our  attention.  They  will,  undoubtedly, 
build  up  navies,  and  our  future  concerns  with 
them  may  require  that  we  should  pursue  the 
same  policy. 

I  come  now,  said  Mr.  H.,  to  consider  the  par- 
ticular provision  of  this  bill,  which  proposes  to 
add  to  our  Navy  ten  sloops  of  war.  This  meas- 
ure is  necessary  to  preserve  a  due  proportion  be- 
tween our  large  and  small  vessels.  The  laws  now 
provide  for  twelve  ships-of-the-line,  fifteen  frigates, 
and  only  four  sloops  of  war.  In  the  year  1813, 
four  seventy-fours,  six  forty-fours,  and  six  sloops 
were  authorized  to  be  builL  In  1816,  'he  number 
of  seventy-fours  was  increased  to  twelve,  and  the 


223 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


224 


Senate. 


^m- 


* 


i^i 


II 


m 


Additional  Sloopg  of  War. 


frigates  to  fifteen,  but  no  provision  was  made  for 
sloops  of  war.  The  object  of  the  present  bill  is 
to  remedy  that  defect.  It  cannot  be  doubted  that 
the  number  of  our  sloops  of  war  should,  at  least, 
equal  that  of  our  frigates.  Such  is  the  state  of 
the  British  navy,  the  result  of  the  experience  of 
the  greatest  naval  Power  in  the  world.  The  pas- 
sage of  this  bill  is  also  recommended  by  a  dueregard 
to  economy.  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  informs 
us  "  that  sloops  of  war  are  competent  to  most  of 

*  the  objects  lor  which  our  Navy  is  employed  in 
'  time  of  peace,  and  often  save  the  necessity  of 

*  keeping  in  commission  vessels  of  a  larger  class." 
Nearly  four  sloops  of  war  can  be  built  lor  the  cost 
of  one  ship-of-the-line,  and  three  of  the  former 
can  be  nearly  supported  for  what  it  costs  to  main- 
tain the  latter.     It  is  true  economy,  therefore,  to 
build  sloops  of  war,  as  it  will  enable  us  to  lay  up 
in  ordinary  our  larger  vessels.     It  is  said  that  the 
appropriation  called  for  is  too  large  to  be  made  in 
a  single  year,  or  even  in  two  years.     Sir.  we  know 
that  all  of  these  vessels  cannot  be  built  in  one,  per- 
haps in  two  years.    But,  if  we  are  convinced  that  ' 
the  number  of  vessels  is  not  too  large,  why  not  i 
make  the  appropriatji^  at  once  7     The  appropria-  I 
tion  of  the  money  will  not  cause  a  premature  ex- 
penditure of  it.     If  the  vessels  cannot  be  built  im-  ' 
mediately,   the  means  will  be  afforded  to  make 
contracts,  and  to  provide  and  prepare  the  materi- 
als     We  cannot  tell,  precisely,  how  many  may 
be  built  within  the  year ;  but,  if  a  sufficient  sura  ' 
ot  money  be  appropriated,  they  can  be  completed  ' 
as  may  be  found  convenient.     The  last  and  most 
important  consideration  remains.     These  vessels 
are  highly  necessary  for  the  improvement  of  that  I 
valuable  class  of  our  officers,  the  masters  command-  ' 
ant,  of  which  we  have  about  thirty.     These  men  ' 
constitute  our  best  resource  in  times  of  emergency   ' 
Your  post  captains  are  prepared  at  any  time  for  ' 
comrnand,  but  the  masters  commandant  are  kept  ' 
only  m  subordinate  situations,  and  have  not  the  | 
opportunity  to  acquire  experience  in  the  duties  ! 
which  they  may  be  called  in  time  of  war  to  per-  ' 
form.    What  constitutes  a  Navy  ?    Is  it  the  ships  ? 

k  *^  '.'^^  ™^f^  timber,  iron,  and  sails  ?  No.  It  is 
the  skill  and  experience  of  the  officers,  and  the 
character  of  our  sailors.  The  seamen,  indeed 
may  acquire  a  knowledge  of  their  duties  in  the 
ordinary  course  of  trade,  but  it  is  not  so  with  your 
onicers.  ' 

In  time  of  war  your  masters  commandant  will 
be  promoted,  and  will  you  give  them  the  com- 
mand of  your  frigates  when  they  have  not  been 
accustomed  to  separate  commands?  What  was 
the  situation  of  Bonaparte  in  this  respect  ?  He 
wanted  a  navy ;  he  could  have  built  ships  with 
the  resources  of  the  Continent  at  his  command  : 
but  he  could  not  create  officers  and  seamen.  He 
was,  therefore,  constantly  controlled  in  all  his  op- 
erations bv  the  British  navv.  It  is  the  best  policy 
to  make  these  officers  perfect  in  skill  and  i^n  dis- 
cipline. They  are  men  of  high  character  and 
chivalrous  spirit;  they  are  already  disciplined  as 
lar  as  their  opportunities  permit ;  but  they  are  not 
accustomed  to  independent  command.  In  this 
point  of  view  the  building  of  these    vessels  is  oi 


February,  1824. 


225 


importance  to  the  nation  ;  sloops  of  war  will  give 
command  to  your  masters  commandant. 

I  need  not  repeat  the  remarks  of  the  honorable 
niember  from  Massachusetts,  on  the  superior  value 
of  this  kind  of  vessels,  in  certain  branches  of  the 
service.     He  has  sufficiently  shown  their  peculiar 
application   to  the  West  India  service,  and  their 
use  in  hovering  about  the  coasts  of  an  enemy  in 
time  of  war.     It  will  be  recollected  in  what  man- 
ner the  Wasp  kept  the  British  channel  during  the 
late  war,  in  defiance  of  the  whole  British  navy  • 
and  the  services  of  the  Argus  cannot  be  forgotten' 
Nor  have  the  services  of  sloops  of  war  been  less 
important  in  building  up  the  naval  glory  of  the 
country.     The  picture  drawn  by  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  on  this  subject,  might  be  in- 
jured, but  could  not  be  improved,  by  any  thing  I 
could  say.     But,  in  relation  to  the  effect  produced 
abroad  by  the  exploits  of  our  Navy,  he  would  take 
:  the  liberty  of  mentioning  an  anecdote  to  be  found 
:  in  the  history  of  the  French  Emperor.     While  a 
prisoner  at  St.  Helena,  a  conversation  took  place 
:  between  Napoleon  and  the  British  surgeon,  which 
I  turned  on  the  American  navy—a  navy  which  had 
,  once  been  described  as  a  -  few  fir-built  ships,  with 
bits  ofstriped  bunting  at  the  mast-head."  The  Em- 
peror expressed  his  deliberate  conviction,  founded 
;  on  the  events  of  the  late  war,  that  the  American 
navy  was  superior  to  the  British.     This,  the  sur- 
geon,  with  a  becoming  esjtrit  du  corps,  firmly  de- 
nied, but  his  arguments  could  not  shake  the  strong 
I  impression  which  had  been  made  on  the  mind  of 
;  the  Emperor  by  our  naval  battles.    The  probability 
^  of  a  war  between    the  United    Slates  and   Spain 
I  next  became  the   subject  of  conversation,  when 
the  Englkvh  officer,  (released  from  the  trammels 
J  of  professional  opiaion,)  declared,  in  his  turn,  that 
;  there  was  no  doubt  that  an  American  frigate  was 
superior  to  a  Spanish  seventy-four. 

Ought  we  not,  then,  (said  Mr.  H.,)  to  cherish 
I  our  navy  ?  which  not  only  affords  protection  in  * 
!  peace,  and  defence  in  war,  but  which  has  elevated, 

in  the  eyes  of  the  world,  our  national  character. 
j      Mr.  Chanoler  said,  that  if  he  had  not  laid  it 
I  down  as  a  rule  that  his  judgment  should  not  be 
i  carried  away  by  the  impulses  of  feeling,  he  should 
'  certainly  go  with  the  gentleman  from  South  Car- 
;  olina,  in  voting  for  the  bill  now  before  the  Senate. 
i  But,  admitting  it  were  the  object  to  build  as  many 
I  as  ten  of  these  vessels,  he  could  not  possibly  see 
the  necessity  of  appropriating  all  the  money  at  this 
time.     The  timber  for  the  vessels  can  only  be  got 
in  the  Winter  season.     The  present  Winter  is  too 
far  advanced  to  do  any  thing  towards  it.     Nothing 
can  be  done,  as  to  procuring  the  materials,  until 
the  next   Winter;   and   the    building  cannot    be 
commenced  until  the  Summer  following.     Before 
the  materials  can  be  collected.  Congress  will  be 
again  in  session.     If  ten  sloops  of  war  are  neces- 
sary, let  them  be  built.     But.  Mr.  C.  said,  he  was 
Dot  afraid  to  trust  a  future  session  of  Congress,  to 
judge  according  to  the  circumstances  that  might 
then   exist.     He  was  willing  to  fill  up  the  blank 
with  such  a  sum  as  would  be  adequate  to  the  pur- 
chase of  the  timber. 

Mr.  Smith  rose— I^e  said  he  was  aware  of  the 
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disadvantage  which  a  speaker  wa?  subjected  to, 
who  rose  after  a  powerful  display  of  eloquence; 
and  he  felt  the  inconvenience  of  following  the 
gentleman  from  South   Carolina.     That  gentle- 
man, said  Mr.  S.,  has  treated   this  subject  in  a 
masterly  manner;  and  I  have  listened  to  him  with 
geculiar  attention.     But,  sir,  who  is  there  in  this 
Senate,  or  in  the  United  States,  that  is  opposed  to 
a    navy?     Who,  that  does   not  join,  heart   and 
hand,  ip  its  support  ?     It  has  been  before  deter- 
mined that  this  country  shall  be  a  naval  Power. 
There  is,  surely,  no  necessity  to  impress  the  utility 
of  a  navy  now.     If  a  stranger  were  listenino'  to 
our  debates,  he  might  be  led,  by  the  speeches  ol^'the 
pntleman  from  Virginia  and  South  Carolina,  to 
believe  that  there  were  some  members  of  the  Sen- 
ate opposed  to  a  navy — to  this  bulwark  and  de- 
fence of  the  country.     It  requires  no  eloquence  to 
speak  of  its  usefulness.     It  is  a  self-evident  pro- 
position.    Every  body  perceives  it ;  and  yet  gen- 
tlemen think  it  necessary  to  display  their  eloquence 
upon  the  subject.    It  might  be  thought,  from  some  of 
The  remarks  that  have  fallen  from  the  gentlemen, 
that  I  was  opposed  to  this  bill.     Sir,  I  have  al- 
ways been  in  favor  of  a  navy.     It  became  my  duty, 
as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  when 
a  large  sum  of  money  was  about  to  be  appropriated, 
to  state  the  situation  of  our  finances.     It  was  my 
duty  to  show  that  this  large  sum  might  j>erplex 
the  finances  of  the  country  unnecessarily.     The  j 
gentleman   from    Massachusetts   had    stated  that 
there  was  a  surplus  in  the  Treasury,  every  year; 
and  I  thought  it  but  fair  to  give  to  the  Senate  all 
the  information  I  possessed  on  the  subject.     I  do  ' 
not  agree  with  the  gentleman,  that  we  ought  to  ' 
count  upon  such  a  surplus.     We  know  not  how  ' 
far  the  appropriations  may  be  called  for.     We  ' 
ought  not  to  reckon  upon  a  surplus,  which  is  liable  i 
to  be  drawn  out  of  the  Treasury  at  any  moment.  ' 
With  this  opinion,  I  believed  it  my  duty  to  take  a  ' 
brief  view  of  the  finances  of  the  country,  when  so  ' 
large  a  sum  as  $800  0(H)  was  to  be  appropriated,  I 
and  to  consider  whether  it  would  create  any  diffi-  ' 
culty  in  the  money  concerns  of  the  nation;  and 
the  view  which  I  took  has  had  some  effect :  for,  it 
has  induced  the  honorable  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs  to  change  the  amount  of 
his  appropriation  for  the  present  year.     If  he  will 
reduce  it  yet   further,  in  order  that  it  may  come 
within  the  financial  means  of  the  year,  I  will  vote 
for  building  the  whole  number  of  vessels  proposed. 
The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  has  slated  that 
vessels  built  by  contract  will  rot.     And  so,  sir,  will 
vessels  built  in  any  other  way.     Why,  then,  should 
we  appropriate  a  sum  of  money,  to  build  so  many 
as  ten  vessels,  in  one  year?     Why  should  we  ap- 
propriate it,  when  there  can  be  no  use  for  it  ?     I 
wish  the  bill  to  be  amended,  so  as  to  authorize  the 
limber  suitable  for  the  vessels  to  be  procured.     If 
you  say  materials  for  the  vessels,  that  iwrludes  cord- 
age, nails,  copper,  Ac.     Those  things  can  be  pur- 
chased at  any  time ;  but  the  timber  ought  to  be  ob- 
tained, in  order  that  it  may  be  seasoned.     I  am  in 
favor  of  building  the  ten  vessels  of  this  class,  and 
have  not  the  least  objection    to  appropriate   the 
money,  as  fast  as  they  can  be  built.     If  it  can  be 
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shown,  that  the  money  will  be  wanted  within  the 
present  year.  I  am  willing  to  vote  it  now.     But, 
sir,  you  have  no  timber  on  hand,  adequate  to  this 
object.     If  the  timber  for  the  ten  ships  is  procured, 
we  shall  have  the  subject  before  us;  and  when  we 
are  told  that  the  timber  is  ready,  shall  we  not  ap- 
propriate the  money  to  build  the  vessels?     lam 
confident  of  such  a  vote,  and  am  willing  to  trust 
to  its  decision  hereafter.     I  agree  perfectly  with 
the  remarks  on  the  necessity  of  these  vessels,  as 
furnishing  the  means  of  instruction  to  our  young 
officers.     Perhaps  it  would  have  been  better,  if  the 
gentleman  had  not  mentioned  the  number  of  those 
I  officers ;  for,  it  may,  possibly,  be  objected  by  some, 
j  that  we  keep  thirty  masters  commandant  in  ser- 
!  vice,  and  are  now  obliged  to  build  vessels  for  them. 
'  There  certainly  could  have  been.no  better  course 
I  than   that  which  was  adopted  after  the  war,  for 
I  the  gradual  increase  of  the  Navy.     In  1820,  our 
'  finances  became  embarrassed ;  and  the  Secretary 
I  of  the  Navy  himself  proposed  that  the  annual  ap- 
'  propriation  should  be  diminished.     He  stated  that 
I  the  Department  could  do  with  a  less  sum  than  a 
million  of  dollars;  and  it  was,  accordingly,  re- 
I  duced  to  five  hundred  thousand.     In  that  act,  there 
I  was  no  hostility  evinced  towards  the  Navy.     The 
I  reduction  look  place  in  consequence  of  t^e  situa- 
'  tion  of  the  country. 

1      Mr.  Barbodr  rose  to  explain.   He  certainly  had 

I  not  intended  to  impute  the  change  of  the  appro- 

priation.  which  took  place  in  1820,  to  any  hostility 

to  the  Navy;  he  was  aware  that  it  grew  out  of 

,  the  then  embarrassed  state  of  the  national  finances. 

,  But  he  thought  a  change  of  circumstances  author- 

[  ized   a  change  of  the  policy  which  they  called 

forth. 

Mr.  S.MITH  resumed.  I  believe  all  the  members 
of  the  Senate  agree  upon  the  principle  of  this  bill; 
some  think  that  as  many  as  ten' vessels  ought  to 
be  built;  others,  that  five  will  be  sufficient.  As  I 
was  not  opposed  to  the  general  principle,  I  had 
not  prepared  to  discuss  ihe  subject ;  but  hope  gen- 
tlemen will  consider  these  views  of  it.  If  the  ves- 
sels are  built  quick  they  will  rot,  notwithstanding 
all  the  care  that  may  be  taken  of  them. 

I  do  not  intend  to  enter  into  a  contest  with  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  in  regard  to  the: 
remark,  that  money  is  power.     But,  suppose  you 
get  your  ships,  sir,  how  can  you  manage  them 
without  money?   Money  is  power;  because  it  fur- 
nishes the  means  of  building,  manning,  and  sup- 
plying ships.      I  stated  that,  with  the  balance  due 
to  the  Siiiking  Fund,  there  would  be  a  deficiency 
of  one  million  of  dollars,  on  the  first  of  January, 
1825;    but,  sir,  that   was   no   argument   against 
building  these  vessels;  because,  if  they  are  really 
wanted,  the  money  can  be  found  to  build  them; 
but,  then,  there  is  no  necessity  of  appropriating  it, 
unless  it  is  to  be  used.      I  believe  the  amount  of 
money  proposed  cannot  be  used  in  one  or  two 
years ;  then  why  should  it  be  appropriated?    Sir, 
I  admire  the  ardor  and  the  zeal  of  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  but  we  must  look  at  our 
means  as  we  go  along.     The  gentleman  believes 
the  Secretary  has  erred,  on  the  side  of  prudence, 
in  calculating  that  the  revenue  of  the  year  will  be 
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less  than  that  of  the  preceding  year;  and  he  has 
corrected  the  statement. 

Mr.  Hayne  explained.  He  only  said,  or  intend- 
ed to  say,  that  he  had  reason  to  suppose  that  the 
rerenue  would  exceed  the  calculations  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  S.MiTB  continued.     Some  years  since  I  ex- 
amined the  calculations  of  the  Secretary,  in  regard 
to  the  revenue  of  the  succeeding  year,  and  con- 
Tinced   myself  that  he  had  much  underrated  it. 
And,  what  wa.s  still  more  unfortunate,  sir,  I  suc- 
ceeded in  convincing  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives that  he  had  underrated  it.      But  the  result 
proved  that  the  calculation  of  the  Secretary,  at 
that  tim^,  rather  exceeded  the  amount  which  was 
actually  received  into  the  Treasury.     The  fact  is, 
that  It  IS  wholly  impossible  to  make  any  correct 
estimate,  when  the  revenue  depends  upon  so  many 
contingencies.     But  the  safest  way  is  to  take  the 
calculations  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.     If 
the  holders  of  the  seven  per  cent,  stock  receive  the 
payment  proposed  in  ihe  law  passed  this  session, 
and  my  construction  of  the  law  in  relation  to  the 
Sinking  Fund  is  correct,  there  will  be  a  deficiency 
in  the  revenue  in  1825.     Upon  the  construction  of  i 
that  law  there  are  different  opinions;  if  mine  is  I 
false,  then  the  Treasury  will  have  ample  means  ' 
to  meet  all  the  demands  against   it;  if  correct  I 
there  will  be  a  deficiency.      The  honorable  gen-  ' 
"^™an  charges  me  with  taking  the  wor>t  view  of 
the  subject;  but,  if  my  opinion  of  that  law  is  ri^ht 
It  is  the  correct  view,  whether  worst  or  not.     Sir' 
I  never,  for  the  sake  of  opposition,  take  any  view 
which  I  do  not   think  correct.     The  gentleman 
says  that  Bonaparte  was  anxious  to  establish  a 
navy,  but  could  not  do  it  for  want  of  men  ;   and 
may  we  not,  possibly,  find  some  difficulty  in  that 
respect?    May  we  not  be  obliged  to  resort  toother 
means,  than  are  at  present  found  necessary,  to  ob- 
Um  men?    Let  us  not  follow  the  example  of  Great 
KriUin,  with  her  eight  hundred  ships  of  war     The 
comparison  between  Great  Britain  and  our  own 
country  does  not  hold  good.      She  has  immense 
loreign  possessions ;  her  very  heart's  blood  is  away 
Irom  her  own  shores.     We  ought  not  to  think  of 
mting  out  a  navy,  to  compete  with  the  Powers  of 
ii°u^'    i^"^  "^^  ^*"  establish  such  a  navy  as 
wiJI  be  sufficient  for  our  own  protection  ;  such  an 
one  as  will  enable  us  to  speak  a  language  that 
will  be  understood  ;  such  an  one  as  wilflead  other 
nations  to  be  cautious  how  they  tread  upon  us  • 
such  an  one,  as,  in  case  of  war  between  France 
and  England,  will  give   Great  Britain   to  know 
itiat  we  may  even  turn  the  scale  against  her    Our 
enterprise  is  equal   to  that  of  any  other  nation 
and   lor  these  purposes,  our  Navy  may  be  a  pow- 
ertul  instrument  in  our  hands.     I  was  unprepared 
sir,  to  enter  into  this  argument.      If  it  is  shown 
that  the  sura  proposed  to  fill  the  blank  in  this  bill 
can  really  be  spent  for  the  contemplated  purpose, 
'i,      t^  "^'"'"^  ^'^  ^?^^^  to  the  bill  as  It  IS. 
Mr.  Macon  rose.     He  could  not  say,  like  the 

Wn  Tt^K  '°™i,^^''^''*'^^'   '^'''   ^'  had   always 
s^til  "^*'''   "^  ''^""'^  to  this  question  re- 

)?h^ni!  \T^  '  ""^^  "^''^  '^^  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  that  he  was  yet  quite  convinced  upon 


the  subject.     Changes  of  circumstances  would  b«» 
constantly  occurring  ;  we  are  sometimes  very  rich 
and  sometimes  very  poor.     It  i»  true  the  nation 
appears  to  be  decidedly  in  favor  of  a  navy      To 
be  useful,  a  navy  must  be  strong  enough  to  make 
Itself  felt;  it  must   be  able  to  meet  that  of  any 
other  nation.     I  am  not  willing,  said  Mr.  M.,  to 
join  stocks  with  any  nation.     I  am  for  standing 
solely  upon  American  ground,  and  upon  no  other 
1  believe,  m   time  of  war,  your  navy  will  not  be 
able  to  go  on,  without  impressment.     You  must 
resort  to  impressment ;  you  must  embarrass  your 
commerce;  you  must  stop  your   privateering  in 
another  war.     The  history  of  nations  will  .show 
that  their  freedom  had  done  more  towards  their 
success  than  any  thing  else.     It  was  the  freedom 
of  England,  more  than   the  bayonets  of  Rus.sia 
that    put  down   the   Emperor  of  France.     The 
character  of  one  part  of  this  country,  to  be  sure 
^commercial,  and   that  of  the  other   is   not  so' 
How  long  we  shall  continue  a  commercial  peo^ 
pie,  we  cannot  tell.     I   fear  the  tariff,  and  some 
other  projects,  will  convert  us  to  something  else 
We  are  told  that   Lord  Coke  spoke  of  two%rreat 
blessings  which  Eni,'land   possessed— her  Oueen 
and  her  Navy.     We  possess  two  greater  blessings 
than  these.     We  are  as  free  as  any  people  can  be 
in  civilized  society,  and  every  man  has  plenty  to 
eat.     I  wish  I   could   say  that   everyone   in"  the 
country  was  out  of  debt.     I  do  not  U'lieve  we  are 
in  such  good  circumstances  as  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  has  described.     The  failure  of  the  banks 
has  been  a  great  evil  in  the  country.     In  all  coun- 
tries, I   believe,  (though    I  was   never   in  any  but 
my  own,)  nothing  is  so  pleasing  as  military  glory. 
I  well  remember,  sir,  how   I  loved,  in  my  youth, 
to  li>ten  to  stories  of  battles.     It  is  the  delight  of 
men,  and  women  too.     This  ardor  lor  military 
glory  IS  the  bane  of  Republics.     All  history  de- 
monstrates that   too   much  war  has  proved  their 
destruction.     I  do  not  pretend  to   know  much  of 
military  affairs;  but  I    Mieve  that  men  have  a 
particular  gift  of  God  to  perform  great  actions; 
It  13  a  special  gift,  like  that  with  which  poets,  and 
orators,  and  other  celebrated  men,  are  endowed. 
Men  must  have  a  natural  turn  of  mind  towards  it 
in  order  to  excel  in  any  business.     It  is  said  that 
our  extensive  seacoast   requires   a  navy.     Great 
Britain  has  an  extensive  seacoast,  and  do  we  wish 
to  have  as  much  starvation  and   heavy   taxes  as 
she   has?     I    had    much   rather  that  our  people 
should   have   plenty  to  eat,  than  a  brilliant  navy. 
1   entertain    no   hostility  towards   England  ;    but, 
with  all  her  enterprise  and  ingenuity,  by  water 
and  by  land,  we  Mill   find    her  involved  with  a 
heavv  debt.     It  is  said  that  navies  have  added  to 
the  glory  of  nations.     All  the  naval  Powers  that 
have  existed,   have  fallen,  with    the  exception  of 
old  John  Bull.     His   landholders,  and  his  handi- 
craftsmen, have  yet  succeeded  in  keeping  him  up, 
and  he  is  more  free  than  any  of  them.     Although 
1  have  never  voted  for  a  navy,  not  for  a  rope  or 
a  nail  of  it,  yet  I  am  willing  to  defend  its  honor; 
I  was  of  that  opinion,  in  regard  to  the  affair  of 
the  Chesapeake.     When  any  other  nation  attacks 
one  of  our  ships,  I  would  give  them  blow  for  blow. 
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I  do  not  like  long  appropriations,  for  I  am  quite 
willing  to  leave  the  business  of  voting  money  for 
future  purposes,  to  our  successors.  It  must  be  ad- 
mitted that  the  naval  question  was  settled  by  the 
late  war.  An  appropriation  was  made  for  the 
increase  of  the  Navy;  and  we  had  to  reduce  that 
appropriation  one-half  We  had  better  leave  this 
business  to  those  who  come  after  us.  We  had 
that  appropriation  to  reduce ;  and  we  may  have 
to  reduce  this  also.  No  navy  can  supersede  the 
necessity  of  an  array.  Your  fortifications  must 
be  kept  in  order,  and  manned.  If  any  reverse  in 
our  situation  takes  olace,  we  shall  be  compelled 
to  resort  to  loans.  No  man  can  calculate  what 
demands  we  may  have  for  money.  I  shall  use  no 
hard  words  towards  the  Holy  Alliance;  hard 
words  do  not  hurt  them,  and  they  do  us  no  good. 
I  am  willing  to  be  at  peace  with  all  the  world, 
and  not  to  abuse  anyl>ody. 

Sir,  I  have  heard  of  economy  ever  since  I  came 
into  Congress,  and  every  year  we  spend  more 
and  more  money.  I  don't  know  but  this  all  right, 
but  I  think  the  people  are  not  as  free  from  debt  as 
they  were  in  the  days  of  Washington,  and  I  be- 
lieve the  Government  owes  moj-e  than  it  did  then. 
The  gentleman  from  Virginia  has  alluded  to  my 
anecdote  about  the  old  man  and  his  silver  spoons. 
It  might  have  been  right  for  the  old  man  to  have 
the  spoons,  but,  then,  he  had  the  money  to  buy 
them  with.  Some  few  years  ago,  sir,  I  was  trav- 
elling in  the  southern  part  of  the  country,  in  a 
circuit  through  a  part  of  South  Carolina  and 
Georgia— the  land  is  not  quite  so  poor  there  as  it 
is  with  us,  but  still,  no  one,  who  had  not  seen  it, 
would  believe  there  was  any  land  quite  so  poor 
upon  earth.  I  stopped  at  a  very  miserable  tavern ; 
there  were  three  or  four  persons  present  engaged 
m  conversation.  They  were  full  of  a  Splinish 
war,  and  all  in  a  rage  for  taking  Cuba.  They 
said,  "  we  had  beaten  Great  Britain  once  in  a 
seven  yea*'  war ;  and  again,  in  two  years,  and 
that  It  would  be  but  a  job  before  breakfast,  to 
whip  Spain  and  take  Cuba  from  her.*'  It  is  a 
very  easy  thing  to  get  into  a  war.  The  people 
may  be  a  little  unwilling  for  it,  at  first,  but  some 
leading  spirits  get  up  an  excitement,  and  then  it 
IS  easily  kept  un.  We  are  always  trying  some 
experiment.  W  hen  the  gunboat  system  was  pro- 
posed, I  was  no  advocate  for  it.  I  recollect  mak- 
ing the  remark,  upon  the  occasion,  that  one 
British  frigate  would  run  over  them  all.  as  a  fine 
race  horse  would  run  over  a  litter  of  Guinea 
pigs. 

Mr.  Llovo,  of  Massachusetts,  was  gratified  to 
find  that  no  objection  had  been  yet  urged  against 
building  the  ships  provided  for  in  this  bill.  The 
only  objection  seemed  to  be  to  the  amount  of  the 
appropriation.  The  Naval  Committee  certainly 
have  no  desire  to  press  the  subject  upon  the  Se- 
nate. It  is  no  child  of  theirs.  An  honorable 
member  introduced  a  resolution,  early  in  the  ses- 
sion, proposing  an  inquiry  into  the  expediency  of 
building  an  additional  number  of  sloops  of  war. 
In  compliance  with  the  instructions  contained  in 
that  resolve,  the  committee  proceeded  to  make  the 
necessary  inquiri.is.      They  communicated  with 


the  head  of  the  Navy  Department  on  the  subject. 
It  was  his  peculiar  province  to  know  what  num- 
ber was  necessary.     He  answered  to  the  question 
of  the  committee,  that  ten  would  be  the  proper 
number.     This  number  did  not  originate  with  the 
committee.     They  inquired,  also,  what  would  be 
the  expense,  and  they  were  told  eighty-five  thous- 
and   dollars    for   each    vessel.      They   therefore 
framed  a  bill  providing  for  ten   vessels,  and  in- 
serted in  it  the  highest  cost  of  building  them. 
The  committee  do  not  wish  to  press  the  bill.     It 
was  said  that  there  was  no  need  of  making  the 
whole   appropriation   at   once;    that   the   timber 
could  not  be  all  procured  within  the  present  year. 
and  that,  consequently,  the  money  would  not  all 
be  wanted.     To  satisfy  that  objection,  I  moved 
you,  sir,  in  behalf  of  the  committee,  that  the  ap- 
propriation should  be  divided,  one-half  for  the 
present,  and  the  other  for  the  next  year;  and  I 
am  ready,  if  the  Senate  think  it  proper,  to  move 
for  a  further  reduction  of  the  appropriation.     But 
whv  should  you  vote  to  build  ten  sloops  of  war, 
without  furnishing  the  means  to  do  if  ?     I  underr 
stand  that  some  part  of  the  timber  necessary  for 
building  these  vessels  is  already  on  hand.     It  is 
true  that  some  kinds  of  timber  can  only  be  cut  in 
the  Winter,  when  the  sap  is  down,  but  some  of  it 
may  be  obtained  as  well  in  the  Summer.     The 
committee  have  permitted  the  bill  to  lie  upon  the 
table  for  ten  days,  in  order  to  obtain  information 
from  the  Department.     It  is  found  that  §425,000, 
for  the  present  year,  will  not  be  too  large  an  ap- 
propriation. 

I  do  not  wish  said  he,  to  trouble  the  Senate  any 
further  on  the  subject,  but  only  to  make  a  single 
remark.  It  is  said  that  we  may  find  difficulty  in 
procuring  seamen  for  our  vessels.  Because  Great 
Britain,  with  her  seven  hundred  ships,  cannot  ob- 
tain seamen  without  impressment,  surely  is  no 
reason  that  we  cannot  find  men  for  our  twenty  or 
thirty  vessels.  If  this  bill  should  pass  the  Senate, 
it  will  undergo  a  discussion  in  the  other  House, 
and  will  probably  be  postponed  there,  by  other 
business.  If  anything  is  done  this  year,  towards 
building  the  vessels,  it  is  necessary  it  should  be 
done  soon.  I,  therefore,  hope  the  bill  will  meet 
the  acceptance  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Barbour  said  he  was  willing  to  modify 
the  bill,  so  as  to  meet  the  wishes  of  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland,  if  that  object  could  be  obtained,- 
by  dividing  the  appropriation  between  three  or 
four  succes,sive  years;  whatever  sura  might  be 
thought  necessary  for  each  year,  had  better  be  ap- 
propriated. So  that  the  ten  ships- were  built,  he 
did  not  care  whether  it  was  in  one,  two,  or  three 
years. 

Mr.  Lloyo,  of  Massachusetts,  withdrew  the 
motion  which  he  had  made,  to  fill  the  blank  in 
the  bill  with  four  hundred  and  twenty-five  thous- 
and dollars  annually,  for  two  years. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  then  moved  to  amend 
the  bill,  so  as  to  provide  for  procuring  the  mate- 
rials for  building  the  vessels;  and  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  the  Senate  adjourned 
till  Monday  next. 
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Monday,  February  9. 
John    Taylor,   from   the   State  of  Virginia, 
whose  credentials  were  filed  during  the  last  ses- 
sion, appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seal  in 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city  of 
New  York,  remonstrating  against  any  increase  of 
the  existing  tariff  of  duties,  and,  particularly, 
against  the  passage  of  the  bill  now  before  Con- 
gress on  that  subject,  in  its  present  shape.  The 
memorial  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  for 
the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  presented  the 
memorial  of  William  Davis,  and  others,  of  Ply- 
mouth, praying  indemnification  for  depredations 
committed  on  their  commerce  by  the  public  and 
?"I?^^  ^^^^^  ^'^ssels  of  France,  from  the  year 
1793tolS00;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  presented  the  me- 
morial of  William  Thornton,  Superintendent  of 
the  Patent  Office,  praying  to  be  reinstated  in  the 
receipt  of  the  salary  allowed  to  him  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  in  the  year  1810,  which  he  alleges 
has  since  been  reduced  by  mistake  ;  and  that  the 
privilege  of  franking  letters  to  and  from  his  office 
may  be  granted  to  him.  The  memorial  was  read 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

7x}u[  '°  '^^'^^  ^°^  continue  in  force  an  act, 
entitled  "An  act  fixing  the  compensations  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the  House 
ot  Representatives,  of  the  clerks  employed  in  their  I 
A  f ',J?o  °^  ^^^  Librarian  ;''  pa^sed  the  18th  of 
April,  1818  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed.  I 

1  he  resolution  authorizing  the  payment  of  the 
funeral  expenses  of  Samuel  Turner,  junior,  de- 
ceased, was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  fol- 


Kesored,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  pay  to 
the  widow  of  Samuel  Turner,  junior,  deceased.  late 
pr  nc.pal  clerk  ,n  hi»  office,  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
dollars,  out  of  the  contingent  fund,  for  the  purpose  of 
defraying  the  expenses  of  his  funeral. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition 
of  Sarah  Easton  and  Dorothy  Storer ;  and  it  was 
lurther  postponed  to  Wednesday  next. 

ADDITIONAL  SLOOPS  OF  WAR. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  unfinished  business  of 
Friday  las^  being  the  bill  reported  by  the  Com- 

S  In  .  M-^'^l"^^^':''  authorizing  tfie  building 
of  an  additionthnumber  of  sloops  of  war  for  the 
ollf^nTru^-  ^'^VUnited  States.  Mr.  Rue! 
GLEs  in  the  Chair.     The  question  was  upon  the 

le  materials  for 


sels  could  not  be  procured  until  the  next  Winter 
out  ?h?r''^''  '.""^i^  "^^^^  ^^^'y  enough  to  gei 

nece  LrlTn^'  '^"^  ^^"^^" '  «"^'  ''»«»  '»  was  un- 
necessary to  appropriate  the  money  when  the  ves- 


sels could  not  possibly  be  built  within  the  year. 
In  considering  the  financial  concerns  of  the  coun- 
try, in  relation  to  the  demands  upon  the  Treasury, 
he  thought  the  whole  appropriation  ought  not  now 
to  be  made. 

Mr.  Lowrie  could  not  see  the  necessity  of  build- 
ing so  many  vessels  immediately— he  doubted  the 
expediency  of  making  so  large  an  appropriation, 
confined  to  one  or  two  years.     It  is  said  that  the 
vessels  are  wanted  for  the  suppression  of  piracy. 
Mr.  L.  said  he  thought  that  .subject  was  at  rest 
Congress  had  authorized  the  purchase  of  vessels 
for  that  purpose,  at  the  last  session ;  and  we  have 
been  told,  from  the  proper  Department,  that  the 
enterprise  was  successful,  and  that  piracy  was  sup- 
pressed.    If  this  is  the  case,  that  exigency  does 
not  now  exist— of  course,   there  is  less  necessity 
to  complete  these  vessels  immediately.     On  the 
ground  that  in  peace  we  ought  to  prepare  for  war 
Mr.  L.  was  willing  to  vote  for  the  whole  number 
of  vessels  proposed  by   this  bill.     He  conceived 
the  only  question  now  to  be,  at  what  time  the 
money  should  be  paid.    He  was  in  favor  of  amend- 
ing the  bill  so  as  to  appropriate  $250,000  for  the 
present  year,  and  S150,000  annually  for  the  four 
succeeding  years.     He  thought  a  permanent  ap- 
propriation  better  than  an  annual  one,  as  such  a 
course  would  place  the  subject   before  the  Navy 
Board,  to  proceed   according  to  their  judgment 
and  knowledge  of  the  business.     He  was  not  oi>- 
posed  to  the  support  of  a  Navy,  to  a  certain  ex- 
'  '^°u    I.    '  ^^oo^'d^'f^^d  that  our  present  naval  force, 
,  with  the  addition  of  the  vessels  proposed   by  this 
bill   would  be  quite  large  enough  ;  and,  if  the  act 
of  Congress  providing  for  the  gradual  increase  of 
the  .Navy  had  contained  a  provision  for  ten  sloops 
ot  war,  he  should   have  opposed  any  further  in- 
crease; but  he  believed  some  small  vessels  were 
necessary,  and  was  willing  to  vote  for  the  bill  pro- 
vided the  building  of  the  vessels  was  not  hurried. 
Mr.  Barbouh  made  some  remarks,  in  which  he 
expressed   his   opinion   in  favor  of  a  gradual  in-  • 
crease  of  the  Navy,  and  his  opposition   to  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Maine. 

After  some  further  remarks  by  Mes^srs.  Holmes, 
of  Maine,  LLOYn,  of  Massachusetts,  and  Smith 
the  question  was  taken  on  the  amendment  of  Mr! 
H0L.ME8,  and  lost — yeas  11,  nays  21. 

In  pursuance  of  a  suggestion  which  had  been 
made  by  .Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Bahbolr  moved  to  fill 
the  blank  for  the  appropriation  with  "two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand  dollars  for  the  present 
year,  and  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  annually 
lor  the  three  succeeding  years."  This  was  agreed 
to— yeas  24.  nays  13,  as  follows  : 

n.^7**.r~J?""''  0»'^o"^  Barton,  Benton,  Clayton, 
D  Wolf,  Laton,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Elliott,  - 
Hayne,  Holmes  of  .Mississippi.  Jackson.  Johnson  of 
Kentucky.  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Kelly,  King  of  New 
York,  Knight,  Lloyd  of  Maryland.  Lloyd  of  Maasm- 
chuseiu.  Parrott,  Seymour.  Smith.  Taylor  of  Virginia. 
Thomas,  and  Williams— 21. 

Nais— MMsrs.   Bell.    Branch.    Brown,    Chandler, 
Dickerson      F.ndlay,    Gaillard,     Holmes    of    Maine 
Lowrie,  Macon,  Noble,  Kugglea,  and  Ware— 13. 
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The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  a  third  time. 


TcESDAY,  February  10. 

The  President  communicated  the  annual  re- 
port of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund, 
stating  the  measures  which  have  been  authorized 
by  the  board,  subsequent  to  the  last  report,  of  the 
6th  February,  1823. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  from 
the  Secretery  of  State,  transmitting  a  statement 
containing  an  abstract  of  all  the  returns  to  that 
Department  by  the  collectors  of  the  different  ports, 
of  American  seamen,  for  the  year  1823 ;  and  the 
report  was  read. 

Mr.  Rlggles,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Robert 
McBride  and  Stephen  Kerr,  administrators  of 
Andrew  Mitchell,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
the  legal  representatives  of  Andrew  Mitchell,  de- 
ceased ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  a 
second  reading. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  gave  notice  that 
he  would,  to-morrow,  ask  leave  to  introduce  a 
bill,  explanatory  of  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  confirmation  of  certain  claims  to  land  in  the 
western  district  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and 
the  Territory  of  Missouri,"  passed  29th  of  Anril 
1816.  .  ^    ' 

Mr.  Barton,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  29th  of  Jan- 
uary last,  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, on  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the 
employing  of  certain  assistants  in  the  General 
Land  Office ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  pas.sed  to 
a  second  reading. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Barton,  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  were  discharged  from  the  considera- 
tion of  the  petition  of  Calvin  Smith. 

Mr.  Van  Blren  presented  the  petition  of  Thos. 
W.  Clerke,  and  others,  aliens,  in  New  York,  and 
of  R.  Riker,  and  others,  also  of  New  York,  pray- 
ing a  modification  of  the  law  prescribing  the  terms 
of  naturalization  ;  which  were  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Maryland,  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  the  trustees  of  the  Columbian  College  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  praying  a  loan  of  money 
from  the  Government,  to  enable  them  to  perfect 
the  institution  ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Chandler  presented  the  petition  of  Peter 
H.  Green,  praying  a  settlement  of  his  accounts 
against  the  Government,  upon  equitable  princi- 
ples ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims. 

Mr.  FiNDJLAY  presented  the  memorial  of  Wil- 
liam Bombergin,  and  others  ;  of  Joseph  Ripka, 
and  others;  of  Samuel  Chapin,  and  others;  of 
T.  W.  Dyolt,  and  others ;  of  William  Jamieson, 
and  others  ;  of  James  Baker,  and  others  ;  of  John 
Ashmcad,  and  others  ;  and  of  Daniel  Benneville, 
and  others,  all  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadel- 
phia, severally  praying  that  the  tariff  of  duties 
may  be  so  modified,  as  to  afford  to  manufactures  ! 


that  protection  which  is  extended  to  commerce. 
The  memorials  were  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

The  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  establishment  of  a  Turnpike  Company  in  the 
county  of  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia,   was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  building  of  an  addi- 
tional number  of  sloops  of  war  for  the  naval  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  was  read  the  third  time 
and  passed.  ' 

MISSISSIPPI  LAND  COMPANY. 
.  Mr.  Van  Buren,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Ebenezer  Oliver  and  others,  directors  of  a  corpo- 
ration called  the  New  England  Mississippi  Land 
Company,  &c.,  reported  as  follows : 

Ist.  That,  by  the  articlea  of  agreement  and  cession 
of  the  24th  of  April,  1802,  between  the  United  Sutea 
and  the  State  of  Geoi^gia,  it  was  agreed  that  the  Uni- 
ted States  might  (in  such  manner  as  not  to  interfere 
with  the  payment  to  be  made  to  the  State  of  Georgia, 
or  with  the  satisfaction  of  certain  land  claims  agreed 
to  be  confirmed  by  the  United  States)  appropriate  not 
exceeding  five  millions  of  acres  for  satisfying  certain 
claims  on  the  land  then  ceded  to  the  United  Statea, 
commonly  called  the  Yazoo  claims ;  provided  the  act 
of  Congress  making  such  appropriation  was  passed 
within  one  year. 

2dly.  That,  by  the  act  entitled  "An  act  regulating 
the  grants  of  land,  and  providing  for  the  disposal  of 
the  lands  of  the  United  Sutes,  passed  the  3d  of  March, 
1803,''  so  much  as  should  be  found  necessary  of  the 
five  millions  of  acres,  reserved,  as  before  sUted,  were 
appropriated  to  the  purpose  for  which  they  had  been 
reserved.     But  it  was  provided  by  that  act,  "  that  no 
other  claims  shall  be  embraced  by  this  appropriation 
but  those  the  evidence  of  which  shall  have,  on  or  be- 
fore the  first  day  of  January  next,  been  exhibited  by 
the  claimants  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  recorded 
I  in  books  to  be  kept  in  his  office  for  that  purpose,"  &c. 
3dly.  That,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the  last 
,  mentioned  act,  the  claims  to  the  said  lands  were  ei- 
j  hibited  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  including  those  now 
[  in  question,  but  the  passage  of  the  final  act  providing 
for  their  adjustment  and  satisfaction,  was  delayed  un- 
til the  year  1814. 

4thly.  That  many  of  the  claims,  so  exhibited,  were 
found  to  conflict  with  each  other,  and  also  with  rights 
which  had  been  acquired  by  the  United  States  in  con- 
sequence of  surrenders  made  to  the  State  of  Georgia, 
and  which,  by  virtue  of  the  cession,. inured  to  th« 
United  States. 

5thly.  That,  to  make  the  indemnity  and  provide 
for  the  adjustment  of  the  claims  in  question,  the  act 
of  the  3d  of  March,  1814,  was  passed,  by  which — 

1st.  The  President  was  authorized  and  required  to 
cause  to  be  issued  from  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States,  to  such  claimanU,  respectively,  as  had  exhib- 
ited their  claims  agreeably  to  the  act  of  1803,  certifi- 
cates of  stock,  payable  out  of  moneys  arising  from  the 
sale  of  said  public  land,  and,  among  other  companies, 
to  the  persons  claiming  in  the  name  or  under  the 
Georgia  Mississippi  Company,  a  sum  not  exceeding, 
in  the  whole,  one  million  five  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars. 
2d.  That  the  claimants  of  the  lands  might  file,  in 
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the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  a  release  of  all 
their  claims  to  the  United  States,  and  an  assignment 
and  transfer  to  the  United  States  of  their  claim  to  any 
money  deposited  or  paid  to  the  State  of  Georgia, 
sach  release  and  assignment  to  take  effect  on  the  in- 
demnification of  the  claimants,  according  to  the  pro- 
visions of  that  act. 

3d.  Commissioners  were  to  be,  and  were,  accord- 
ingly, appointed  "to  adjudge  and  finally  determine 
upon  all  controversies  arising  from  such  claims  so  re- 
leased as  aforesaid,  which  may  be  found  to  conflict 
with  and  be  adverse  to  each  other,  and  also  to  adjudge 
and  determine  upon  all  such  claims,  under  the  afore- 
said act  or  pretended  act  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  as 
may  be  found  to  have  accrued  to  the  United  Sutes  by 
the  State  of  Georgia." 

6thly.  That  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  1814  were, 
in  all  respects,  pursuant  to  a  compromise  made  in  be- 
half of  the  United  States  with  the  claimants,  includ- 
ing the  present  petitioners,  and  that  the  release,  re- 
quired by  the  said  act,  was  made  by  them. 

7thly.  That,  before  the  commissioners,  the  petition 
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to  the  case  of  Brown  and  Gilman,  to  the  decree  of  the 
commissioners  accompanying  this  report,  to  the  ac- 
companying certificates  of  two  of  the  commissioners, 
and  to  a  more  particular  statement  made  by  the  peti- 
tioners  to  the  Judiciary  Committee,  and  adopted  by 
them  in  their  report  last  year  on  the  same  petition. 

9thly.  The  Committee  acquiesce  in  the  correctness 
of  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  believe  that 
the  decision  of  the  commissioners,  on  the  point  of  law 
raised  before  them,  was  erroneous ;  but,  as  their  de- 
cree was  sgreed  and  declared  by  the  law  to  be  final 
and  conclusive  on  the  righU  of  all  the  parties,  and  as 
tbey  have  not  found  any  circumstances  in  the  case  re- 
quiring that  the  same  should  be  opened,  but  many 
strong  reasons  against  the  propriety  of  doing  so,  a  ma- 
jority of  the  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  prayer 
of  the  petitioners  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

The  report  and  resolution  were  read,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

ACCOUNTABILITY    OF   PUBLIC  OFFICERS. 


era,  as'.rustees  of  the  New  England  MiVsUsip-pV Land  '  Mr  RcooLE^in  he  chaT^  "''  ?^\^'  ^^°>' 
Company,  claimed,  as  the  persons  entitled  to  the  one  The' bm  better  to  slinr.  M  '  ^''''''^^'^'i  "^  ^°«»»<»" 
million  five  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  direct-      ,c  officers  «n.n,K  ^^^«««"°l«biiily  ol  puk^ 

lie  omcers  and  others  ;  which  was  introduced  un- 
der leave  obtained  by  Mr.  Hol.mes  of  Maine,  and 
reported  by  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

[The  first  section  of  the  bill  provides,  that  no  salary. 


million  five  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  direct- 
ed to  be  issued  to  the  Georgia  Mississippi  Land  Com- 
pany, their  claim  to  indemnity  for  957,600  acres, 
amounting  to  $430,425,  was  resisted  in  behalf  of  the 
Georgia  .Mississippi  Company,  on  the  ground  that  the 


v-*.v,.6.»  ....o.r.o<,.p^i  v^uuipaiij,  uu  iiie  grounu  inai  me         l  -  -«-  •••>%i>vvtiuu  ui  me  khi  provides,  tbat  no  salary 
consiileration  money  for  said  lands  had  not  been  paid,  '  com{)ensation,  or   emolument,    shall   be  paid  to   any 
and  that  thf^rf-fnre  th<>v  uror»  in  amiit.,  <..«>:ii-.i   <>    •!. .      oerson    whn    ia    nr    ah^li    i._    :_j.i..  i    .       .•        *t    ■     \ 


and  that  therefore  they  were  in  equity  entitled  to  the 
indemnity  provided  by  the  act  of  Congress.  The 
commissioners  decided  in  favor  of  the  Georgia  Missis- 
sippi Company,  and  the  $130,425  were  deducted  from 
the  amount  awarded  to  the  New  England  Mississippi 
Land  Company,  and  distributed  as  follows :  $50,608  48 
to  individual  members  of  the  Georgia  Mississippi  Com- 
pany, who  had  released  to  the  United  Stales  under 
the  act  of  1814,  to  whom  the  same  has  accordingly 


person  who  is,  or  shall  be,  indebted  to 'the  United 
States,  until  such  person  has  accounted  for.  and  paid 
into  the  Treasury  all  sums  for  which  he  may  be  so 
indebted.  '' 

'I'he  second  section  makes  it  the  duty  of  every  ac- 
countable otTicer  who,  in  making  payment  to  the  Uni- 
ted Mates,  is,  by  law,  authorized  to  retain  his  fees,  or 
salary,  out  of  the  money  for  which  he  is  accountable, 
and   who   IS  indebted   to   the   United    States,    to  pay 


been  paid;  $79,816  52  was  reserved  to  the  United  ,  o^er.  ■'  the  time  required  by  law  for  his  payments 
States,  as  being  the  shares  of  those  claimants  who,  not  ""^  accountability,  ail  his  fees  and  emoluments,  until 
having  been  paid  the  consideration  money  by  the  per-  ^^  "^*"  have  discharged  the  sums  for  which  he  is 
sons  who  had  purchased  of  them,  claimed  to  be  still  indebted;  and  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  Treasury  De- 
the  legal  and  bona  fide  owners  of  said  lands,  and,  as  partment,  at  a  certain  lime  in  each  year,  to  give  no- 
auch,  had  availed  themselves  of  the  provision  of  the  '  ^'*^«  ^°  «"<^h  officers,  of  ihe  suras  due  from  them  •  and 
repealing  act  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  obtained  '"»'^«*  '^  ^^e  duty  of  collectors,  and  other  officers 
the  repayment  of  the  consideration  money  by  surren-  ^°  withhold  the  pay  of  the  persons  employed  by  them' 
dering  their  titles  to  the  State.  until  their  debts  to  the  Government  are  discharged.    ' 

8thly.  The  petitioners  object  to  this  decision  as  er-    .„JJl!,l^''l'  »ection j)rovides  that  no  person  shall  be 


appointed  to  any  office,  which  entitles  him,  in  any 
way,  to  receive,  and  makes  it  his  duly  to  account  for, 
public  moneys,  who  shall,  at  the  time  of  such  appoint- 
ment, be  indebted  to  the  United  States. 

The  fourth  section  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  Preai- 

jc.ueu    ^^^l  °V''^  ^'""*'^  ^'*'"  '°  communicate  to  Congress, 

grant  from    the   Georgia   Mississippi   Land     "''"*""' *®*'^  o*""*-**  •e»»»on,  the  names  of  persons 

to  the  individuals  who  afterwards  consti-  i  ^"°*^.  P^^  '»    withheld    under  the  provisions  of  this 

act,  with  the  amount  due,  dtc,  with  a  proviso,  that 
in   all  cases   where  the   pay  of  any  person   is   with- 


Toneous,  and  they  ask  to  have  the  $130,425  paid  to 
them  by  the  United  States,  or  their  release  to  the  ex-  '■ 
tent  of  the  957,600  acres  cancelled,  so  that  they  may  ' 
assert  their  title  to  the  lands  in  a  court  of  law.  The  ' 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  in  the  case  of  i 
Brown  and  Gilman,  4  Whealon,  256.  have  decided 
that   the  '  ■       - 

Company  __^^ 

tuted  and   composed    the    New  England"MlssUs!ppi 
Land  Company,   conveyed  the  legal  estate,  notwith 


x.«nu  v^ompany,  conveyed  the  legal  estate,  notwith-':  ,7  .""  "^^"^  ^^^  Pay  o'  «"y  person  is  with- 
standing the  act  of  Georgia  prohibiting  the  deeds  for  k  V*  ^  *^*  '^"'^  °^  '^^  accounting  officers  of 
the  same  from  being  recorded;  and  that,  by  the  terms  J:^®  ^  ""u^y.  »f  demanded  by  the  person,  to  report, 
of  the  contract  and  the  law  of  the  land,  the  grantors  ^'^'["'^h,  to  the  agent  of  the  Treasury  Department, 
had  no  lien  on  thi.  lan>U  f^wr  »k-  ^ — „:,i_— .; the  balance:  and  it  flh«ll  >■»  tk.  ^.,.„  «r u . 


had  no  hen  on  the  lands  for  the  consideration  money, 
and  that  therefore  the  decree  of  the  commissioners,  in 
that  respect,  was  erroneous.  For  the  grounds  of  that 
decision,  its  operation  upon  the  interests  of  the  peti- 
tioners, and  those  they  represent,  and  for  a  more  par- 
ticular statement  of  the  facts  and  circumstances  con- 


need  „..  .he  „bo,.  ..„„.-;„,  I,;-—  ,X  |  ^^^^^  .^.T^he  ^Sv^ri^^oT^nini^n"?^' 


the  balance  ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  agent, 
within  sixty  days  thereafter,  to  order  suit  to  be  com- 
menced against  such  delinquent  and  his  sureties.] 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  briefly  recapitulated 
the  provisions  of  the  bill,  with  the  remark,  that 
Its  principle^  were  such  as,  he  conceived,  ought 
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Mr.  Mills  objected  to  the  first  section  of  the 
bill;  he  was  willing  to  go  as  far  as  any  man,  to 
secure  the  accountability  of  those  who  are  in- 
trusted with  the  public  money — but  he  knew  very 
well,  that,  in  a  variety  of  instances,  balances  were 
reputed  to  be  due,  when,  in  truth,  on  a  fair  adjust- 
ment of  accounts,  nothing  at  alt  was  found  to  be 
due.  But  perhaps  this  third  section  of  the  bill  might 
extend,  in  its  operation,  further  than  the  gentle- 
man who  proposed  it  had  contemplated.     It  would 
apply  to  every  officer  who  was  a  receiver  of  pub- 
lic money.     In  case  of  a  foreign  Minister,  for  in- 
stance, who  had  received  his  money  for  outfits, 
and  was  charged  therewith.     It  would  not  be  m 
the  power  of  Grovernment  to  exchange  him  to 
another  Court,  if  it  should  become  necessary,  un- 
til he  had  accounted  for  moneys  paid  to  him — pre- 
vious to  his  nomination  to  the  Senate,  his  account 
must  be  settled  up  or  his  appointment  could  not  take 
place.     A  person  might  be  distant  from  the  Seat 
of  Government,  at  the  expiration  of  his  term  of 
service,  and  unable  to  adjust  the  balance  against 
him,  and  yet  he  could  not  be  re-appointed,  how- 
ever otherwise   tit  for  the  office,  because  of  the  , 
balance,  which  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  settle. 
Mr.  M.  said,  he  could  not  perceive  the  particular 
necessity  of  any  part  of  the  bill — but  this  section 
of  it,  he  thought,  ought   not   to   be  passed — he, 
therefore,  moved  to  strike  out  the  third  section  of 
the  bill. 

Mr.  Branch  believed  the  objection  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts,  in  regard  to  the  appli- 
cation of  the  third  section  of  the  bill,  to  foreign 
Ministers,  would  not  hold  good,  because  the  outfit 
of  the  Minister  became  due  him  instantly  on  his 
appointment,  and  was  not  an  item  of  charge  to 
him,  nor  one  for  the  expenditure  of  which'  he  was 
bound  to  account  to  the  Grovernment. 

.Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  read   the  act  already 
existing  in  regard  to  the  disbursement  of  public 
moneys,  and   which  prescribes  rules,  in  order  to 
ascertain   who    is  indebted   to  the  Government. 
He  said,  that  an  officer  who  received  money,  to  , 
be  paid  out  on  account  of  the  Government,  was 
not  considered  as  being  iiuUUed  to  the  Govern- 
ment, until  the  time  at  which  he  is  bound  to  ac- 
count for  that  money.     The  law  allows  him  am- 
ple time  to  settle  his  account ;  the  officer  is  enti- 
tled to  hold  his  money  until   a  certain    period, 
and  he  is  not  considered  as  being  indebted  until 
that  time  arrives.     The  word  "  indebted"  applied 
only  to  those  who  failed   to  account  at  the  lime 
prescribed,  or  where  the  person  was  found  to  be 
an  absolute  defaulter.     It  had  been  thought  best, 
by  some,  to  introduce  a  provision  into  the  bill  to  ! 
dismiss  from  office  such  as  were  found  deficient 
in  the  settlement  of  their  accounts  ;  but  the  right  \ 
to  do  so  was  doubted.     Certainly  the  right  was  \ 
vested  in  Congress  to  prevent  the  reappointment 
of  defaulters.     The  whole  bill  goes  upon  the  gen- ' 
eral  principle,  that  men  shall  not  be  retained  in 
the  service  of  the  Government  who  are  default- 
ers.    It  is  a  rule  of  common  life,  never  to  trust 
persons  in  such  situation  in  regard  to  private  con- 
cerns ;  and  it  is  much  easier  to  avoid  any  evils 
arising  from  their  employment  in  private  than  in  I 


public  concerns.  He  believed  there  was  no  pro- 
vision which  would  do  more  good  than  this. 
As  to  foreign  Ministers,  if  they  are  intrusted  with 
the  public  money,  it  is  always  in  the  power  of  the 
President  to  prescribe  the  time  at  which  they  are 
to  account  for  it.  There  could  never  be  any  dif- 
ficulty on  account  of  public  Ministers — the  Pres- 
ident would  always  give  them  sufficient  latitude 
for  the  settlement  of  their  accounts. 

Mr.  Mills  believed,  after  hearing  the  state- 
i  ments  of  the  gentleman  from  Maine,  and  the  law 
he  had  read,  that  there  had  already  been  enough 
of  legislation  on  this  subject.  He  considered  that 
law  a  very  salutary  one ;  but  the  provision  in  the 
third  section  of  this  bill  was  going  to  impose  re- 
straint on  the  power  of  the  Senate,  to  appointoffi- 
cers,  which  ought  not  to  be  imposed.  Cases  might 
occur  in  which  the  President  was  satisfied  that 
the  person  ought  to  be  reappointed  to  his  office, 
and  yet  he  could  not  be  appointed,  in  consequence 
of  this  section  in  the  bill.  The  most  honorable 
public  officer  might  become  a  defaulter  by  loss  of 
documents,  or  from  other  causes.  The  Depart- 
ment might  tell  him  that  his  account  could  not  be 
settled  for  want  of  his  vouchers ;  his  terra  of  ser- 
vice might  expire  before  he  could  apply  to  Con- 
gress for  relief.  The  President  could  not  nomi- 
nate him,  although  perfectly  satisfied  that  he  was 
not  indebted  to  the  Government;  and,  by  this 
means,  although  best  qualified  for  it,  the  person 
might  lose  his  chance  for  reappointment. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  said  it  had  often 
happened,  it  might  again,  that  the  vouchers  of 
persons  residing  in  a  remote  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment may  be  lost  or  mislaid  in  transmission  by 
mail.  If  the  third  section  of  this  bill  is  agreed 
to,  it  will  be  imperative;  and  will  prevent  the 
appointment  to  public  office  of  any  person  who 
is  in  arrears  to  the  Government,  from  whatever 
cause.  He  had  known  an  instance  of  a  gentle- 
man who  was  reported  as  a  defaulter  to  the  Gror- 
ernmcnt  to  the  amount  of  S30,000,  who  did  not, 
in  fact,  owe  the  Grovernment  one  cent.  He  had 
known  several  other  instances  of  a  similar  nature. 
Those  men,  of  course,  from  no  fault  of  their  own, 
would  be  prevented  from  being  candidates  for 
office,  if  this  bill  were  passed  in  its  present  shape. 
Instances  are  every  day  occurring  of  loss  of  doc- 
uments. He  thought  the  former  law  amply  suffi- 
cient in  this  respect,  and  that  the  veto  which  the 
Senate  has  upon  all  appointments  was  security 
enough.  It  requires  great  experience  to  become 
acquainted  with  all  the  rules  prescribed  for  the 
settlement  of  accounts  in  the  different  depart- 
ments ;  there  was  great  liability  to  difficulty  in 
the  business;  they  were  frequently  sent  back  for 
further  explanation;  great  injustice  might  be  done 
to  individuals  by  the  bill  now  proposed.  They 
receive  money  to  be  disbursed  for  the  public  ac- 
count, which  is  charged  to  them ;  and  thus  they 
become  indebted  to  the  Government,  although 
they  are  not  defaulters ;  or,  they  may  not  have 
been  able  to  disburse  the  money,  and  render  their 
accounts,  within  the  time  prescribed.  He  thought 
the  law  which  before  existed  was  sufficiently 
guarded  in  this  respect. 
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Mr.  Smith  said,  that  this  discussion  had  sug- 
gested an  idea  to  hira  which  might  be  worth  con- 
sideration.   He  did  not   know  that  the   Senate 
could  restrain  the  President  in  the  appointment  of 
any  person  to  an  office.     Suppose  the  law  should 
pass,  and  the  President  should  appoint  to  office  a 
oerson  indebted  to  the  Government,     The  Senate 
has  a  right  to  reject  a  person,  when  nommated, 
if  he  is  indebted  to   the   Government — but  has 
Congress  any  right  to  impose  rules  for  the  Exec- 
utive in  this  respect?     Mr.  S.  said  that  he  him- 
self had  once  been  stated  to  be  a  great  public  de- 
faulter, although  he  never  had  any  money  con- 
cerns with  the  Government.     He  had  a  power  of 
attorney  to  receive   money  for   another   per>on, 
which  had  been  paid  to  him,  and  remitted  to  the 
person  to  whom  it  belonged  ;  the  money  had  been 
charged  to  him  on  the  Treasury  books,  and  he 
was  reported  as  a  defaulter,  although  he  did  not 
owe  the  Government  a  cent.     If  the  President 
had  seen  fit  to  nominate  him  for  any  office,  which 
probably  had   never  entered  his  mind,  he  could 
not  have  done  it,  under  this  section  of  the  bill, 
from  his  being  stated  as  a  public  defaulter.     Mr. 
S.  did  not  see  the  necessity  of  this  provision,  as 
the  Senate  had  already  a  right  to  reject  any  nom- 
ination which  might  be  made. 

Mr.  LawRiE  thought  the  arguments  which 
had  been  urged  against  the  third  section  of  this 
bill  would  apply  equally  well  to  the  first  and 
second  sections.  If  it  is  imperative  to  withhold 
the  appointment  to  office  of  those  who  are  in 
arrears  to  the  Government,  it  is  also  imperative 
to  withhold  their  salaries  while  they  are  in  the 
offices. 

Mr.  L.  did  not  think  the  supposed  cases  of  hard- 
ship could  often  occur.  Many  persons  might 
have  public  moneys  in  their  hands  for  certain 
purposes,  and  yet  not  be  indebted  to  the  Govern- 
ment. By  fixing  this  qualification,  the  Senate 
would  be  relieved  from  great  difficulties  in  inves- 
tigating these  subjects.  He  was,  therefore,  deci- 
dedly in  favor  of  the  bill  as  it  now  stood. 

Mr.  Lanman   appreciated  as   much  as  many 
could  do  the  principle  of  this  section  of  the  bill, 
so  far  as  it  went  to  the  protection  of  the  Treasury. 
He  was  in  favor  of  every  provision  which  would 
go  to  preserve  the  purity  of  the  modes  in  which 
money  was  to  pass  from  the  Treasury,  and  to 
prescribe  accountability  to  public  agents.'   He  was 
willing  to  consent  to  the  third  section  of  this  bill, 
if  it  went  no  further  than  the  provision  of  which  j 
he  had  spoken :  but  he  feared  it  involved  some- 
thing more  than  that— that  it  contained  a  disfran-  ( 
chisement  of  a  great  part  of  our  fellow-citizens  ] 
froni  office.     A  man  might  have  been  indebted  to  j 
the  Government,  fifteen  years  ago,  to  the  amount  ' 
of  a  thousand  dollars;  and  being  unable  to  pay, 
from  want  of  evidence  to  prove  his  having  paid 
the  money,  for  the  purpose  to  which  he  ought  to 
have  applied  it,  he  would  be  thus  disfranchised 
trom  holding  any  office  under  the  Government. 
He  asked  if  this  could  be  done  under  the  Consti- 
tution ?     It  would  operate  in  a  criminal  and  penal 
point  of  view.     Upon  these  grounds,  he  would  be 
compelled  to  vote   against  it,  although  he  was 


willing  to  vote  for  any  fair  provision  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  said  he  really  had  not 
expected  a  Constitutional  obiection  to  the  disqual- 
ification of  a  public  defaulter   from  being  any 
longer  a  receiver  of  public  moneys.     He  thought 
Congres.s  had  a  right  to  prescribe  qualifications 
for  the  officers  appomted  under  the  laws.     Is  there 
no  right  to  prescribe  that  the  Judges  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  shall  consi.st  of  persons  learned  in 
the  law  ?  or  that  no  foreigner  shall  be  employed 
in  any  department  of  the  Government  ?     Have  we 
aright  to  prescribe  these  qualifications,  and  yet  no 
rieht  to  prevent  delinquents  from  holding  offices 
of  trust?     If  a  collector  becomes  a   delinquent, 
not  from  his  own  fault,  his  appointment  can  al- 
ways be  suspended  until  he  has  time  to  correct 
the  evil.     If  the  collector  denied,  the  bill  provides 
that  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  agents  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to  institute  a  suit  to  try  the  case.     In  the 
present  mode  of  appointment,  the   persoQs  who 
hold  the  offices  do  not  know  what  rules  the  Sen- 
ate prescribes  in  acting  upon  Executive  nomina- 
tions ;  but,  if  the  provisions  of  this  law  are  adopted, 
the  rule  will  be  known  and  provided  against  by 
those  who  wish  to  be  appointed.     He  ap'prehend- 
ed  that  the  Constitutional  objection  was  not  well 
founded. 

Mr.  Parrott  inquired  if  there  was  any  prece- 
dent to  authorize  the  prescribing  rules  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive, in  regard  to  appointments  to  office.  He 
believed  this  section  of  the  bill  to  be  unconstitu- 
tional. 

Mr.  Mills  thought  the  question  of  the  right  to 
prescribe  qualifications  for  offices,  a  very  import- 
ant one;  and  one  which  ought  to  be  well  consid- 
ered before  it  was  acted  upon.     The  Constitution 
does  not  require  that  any  officer,  except  the  Presi- 
dent and  Vice  President,  shall  be  native  born  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States.     The  Constitution  pro- 
vides certain  qualifications  for  Senators  and  Rep- 
resentatives in  Congress.     Will  it  be  contended 
that  we  have  the  right  to  add  any  qualifications 
to  those  already  rec^uired   by  the  Constitution  for 
those  officers  ?     We  have  no  more  right  to  pre- 
scribe rules  to  the  Executive,  for  nominations  and 
appointments,  than  to  the  people,  with  regard  to 
their  Senators  and  Representatives.     Have  we  a 
right  to  say  that  the  Executive  shall  not  nominate 
a  person  for  any  office,  who  is  not  forty  years  old, 
or  who  IS  not  worth  thirty  thousand  dollars,  for 
the  office  of  Collector  ?     But,  Mr.  M.  said,  he  ob- 
jected to  this  provision  on  the  ground  of  expedi- 
ency alone;  he  thought  we  ought  not  to  make  too 
much  regulation  on  this  subject;  that  if  this  law 
had  existed  from  its  first  establishment,  it  would 
have  deprived  the  Government  of  the  services  of 
some  of  Its  best  citizens.     Among  other  instances, 
he  mentioned  the  case  of  Captain  O'Brien,  our 
former  Consul  General  to  the  Barbary  Powers, 
who  had  been  reported  a  d»  faultcr,  in  cons«iuence 
of  the  manner  in  which  he  was  obliged  to  settle 
his  accounts  in  Tunis— and  of  General  Lincoln, 
the  venerable  Collector  of  the  port  of  Boston, 
who  had  formerly  been  an  agent  to  make  a  treaty 
with  the  Creek  Indians,  and  stood  charged  on  the 


242 


February,  182i. 


Proceedings, 


Senate. 


public  books  with  property  distributed  as  presents 
to  the  Indians. 

Mr.  Branch  said  that  Congress  could  have  no 
right  to  prescribe  qualifications  for  those  offices 
which  were  fixed  by  the  Constitution— biit  on  the 
qualifications  of  the  under  officers  of  the  Govern- 
ment, the  Constitution  was  silent;  we  had  no 
right  to  superadd  to  the  Constitutional  powers; 
but,  where  none  are  prescribed  by  that  instrument, 
Congress  has  the  right  to  make  them.  We  have 
certainly  the  right  to  see  that  the  duties  of  these 
offices  are  discharged  faithfully  and  vigilantly, 
and  to  keep  delinquents  from  them. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  said  that  in  all  the  ac- 
counting offices,  the  laws  prescribed  qualifications 
for  the  persons  who  fill  them.     Where  Congress 
has  the  right  to  create  the  offices,  it  has  also  the 
right  to  prescribe  the  requisite  character  of  those 
persons  by  whom  they  are  to  be  filled.     For  the 
collection  of  revenue,  the  imposition  of  taxes,  &c., 
Congress  has  a  right  to  make  laws,  and  to  provide 
for  the  appointment  of  the  necessary  officers,  un- 
der those  laws,  and  to  prescribe  the  qualifications 
for  them.     If  the  officer  is  created  by  the  law,  he 
is  subject  to  such  regulation  as  the  wisdom  of 
Congrejoi  may  impose.     The  older  governments 
grow,  the  more  lax  they  are  apt  to  become,  in 
their  provisions  for  the  accountability  of  their  of- 
ficers.    Great  sums  of  money  must,  necessarily, 
be  paid  out,  through  individual  agents,  and  the 
object  IS,  to  protect  the  nation  against  the  appro- 
priation of  the  money  to  the  private  purposes  of 
the  agents.     Corruption   of  public   officers   had 
been  the  greatest  bane  of  governments.     The  fact 
whether  a  person  really  was  a  public  defaulter,  or 
not,  Mr.  K.  conceived  to  be  easily  ascertainable, 
and,  if  he  were  so,  he  ought  not  to  be  appointed 
to   any   office.     It   had    been  the   custom,   upon 
nominations  from  the  Executive,  to  reject  such  as 
were  known  to  be  public  defaulters.     Great  bene- 
fit had  resulted  from  this  practice.     In  some  cases, 
the  provision  in  this   bill   might  operate  against 
persons  who  were  not,  in  fact,  indebted;  but  those 
instances  would  be  rare,  and  others,  equally  quali- 
fied, might  then  be  appointed  to  the  offices — men, 
as  good,  as  efficient,  and  as  honest.    On  the  whole, 
he  thought  no  great  public  disadvantage  could  arise 
from  the  passage  of  the  bill ;  and,  on  the  contrary, 
that  It  would  be  of  great  benefit  to  the  Govern- 
ment; that  bad  administration  and  bad  morality 
were  encourao^ed  ^  laxity  in  this  respect.     If  the 
case  of  a  public  officer  were  suspicious,  it  would 
always  be  better  to  get  a  man  who  was  not  so 
circumstanced. 

Mr.  Holmes  made  some  further  remarks  on  the 
subject. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Mills,  to  strike  out  the 
third  section,  was  lost. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  so  as  to  provide  that  a  person  should  have 
been  indebted  one  year,  to  prevent  his  appoint- 
ment to  office.  After  some  discu.ssion,  this  amend- 
ment was  rejected. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  and 
passed  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 


WEnNESDAY,  February  11. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  made  in  obedience  to 
a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  19th  ultimo,  ac- 
comnanied  by  two  statements,  showing  the  names 
01  those  Pursers  and  Navy  Agents  who  are  in 
arrears  to  the  United  Stated;  and  the  report  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  LowfiiE  presented  the  petition  of  William 
L..  I|isher,  and  others,  of  Germantown,  Pennsyl- 
vania, praying  that  no  additional  duty  be  imposed 
on  imported  wool ;  which  was  read,  and  referred 
*°t!J^  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manfactures. 
f  aI*  u^^'  °^^'^w  York,  presented  the  petition 
01  M.  Hollman,  and  others,  auctioneers,  of  the 
city  of  New  York,  praying  that  no  duty  be  im- 
posed upon  sales  at  auction ;  which  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and 
Manufactures, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  the  me- 
niorial  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city 
of  New  York,  presented  on  the  9th  instant,  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Man- 
ufactures, to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Jackson,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  for  the  grad- 
ual supply  of  cannon,  bombs,  and  howitz,  for  the 
fortifications,  reported  the  same  with  amendm^ts: 
which  were  read. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Andrew  Mitchell,  deceased  ;  and  the  bill  to  au- 
thorize the  employing  of  certain  assistants  in  the 
General  Land  Office,  were,  severally,  read  the 
second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition 
of  Sarah  Easton  and  Dorothy  Storer  ;  and  it  was 
further  postponed  to  Monday  next. 

The  bill  better  to  secure'the  accountability  of 
public  officers,  and  others,  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  the  title  amended,  to  read,  '-An  act  to  secure   * 
the  accountability  of  public  officers,  and  others." 
The  bill  was  then  passed. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Senate 
resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  to  abolish  imprisonment  for 
debt,  and  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
bills  of  the  following  titles,  viz:  '-An  act  to  pro- 
cure the  necessary  surveys,  plans,  and  estimates, 
upon  the  subject  of  Roads  and  Canals  ;"  "An  act 
to  authorize  the  issuing  of  letters  patent  to  Samuel 
Brown  ;"  and,  "An  act  to  define  the  boundary 
line  between  the  Edwardsville  and  Springfield 
land  districts,  in  the  State  of  Illinois;"  in  which 
bills  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 
The  three  bills  last  brought  up  for  concurrence 
were  severally  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 
On  motion,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  author- 
ize the  issuing  of  letters  patent  to  Samuel  Brown," 
was  read  the  second  time,  by  unanimous  consent ; 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  regulating  the 
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transportation  of  ^old  and  silver  bullion,  specie,  and  ( 
jewels,  and  carrying  of  passengers,  and  to  prohibit  ' 
the  receipt  of  merchandise  in  the  public  vessels  of 
the  United  States  ;  and.  on  motion,  the  conside- 
ration thereof  was  further  postponed  to  Wednesday 
next. 


DRAWBACK  ON  CORDAGE. 

The  bill  proposed  by  Mr.  D'Wolf,  and  report- 
ed by  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufac- 
tures, allowing  a  drawback  on  the  exportation  of 
cordage,  manufactured  from  foreign  hemp,  was 
taken  up  for  consideration,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  D'WoLF  rose  m  support  of  the  bill.  He  said 
it  was  not  by  any  argument  of  his  own  that  he 
expected  to  convince  the  Senate  of  the  propriety 
of  this  measure  ;  but,  if  he  could  state  facts,  such 
as  had  convinced  his  own  mind,  and  draw  infer- 
ences from  those  facts,  he  hoped  they  might  have 
some  effect  upon  others.     The  bill  under  consid- 
eration was  no  new  project ;  its  good  effects  have 
been  experienced  almost  as  long  as  this  Govern- 
ment has  existed.     The  millions  of  dollars  which 
have  been  exported,  in  rum  and  refined  >ugars, 
under  this  system  of  returning  the  duties  on  the 
raw  material,  when   manufactured,  and  sent  out 
of  the  country  for  consumption,  has  not  only  given 
employment  to  our  ships  and  to  our  home  indus- 
try, but  has  enriched  our  Treasury,  by  furnishing  j 
the  means  for  imports,  in  this  way — which  im"^ 
ports  the  country  could  not  have  had  without  the  ! 
adoption  of  this  measure.     You  now  return  the  | 
duties,  in  all  cases,  provided  the  article  remains  the  i 
same  at  the  time  ol  exportation  as  when  imported,  i 
Much  more  should  you  do  so,  when,  by  your  own 
industry,  value  has  been  added  to  the  imported 
article.     The  object  of  the  bill  now  under  consid- 
eration, Mr.  D'W.  said,  was  to  create  means  for 
imports,  to  extend  our  trade  with  South  America, 
and  to  encourage  home  industry.     It  proposes  to 
allow  the  drawback  on  one  article  only,  with  the 
hope  that  the  subject  will  be  more  fully  under- 
stood, and  the  principle  extended  toother  articles. 
A  refusal  to  extend  the  drawback  system  to  the 
manufacturers  of  the  country,  and  to  the  mercan- 
tile interest,  and   to  return  the  tax  levied  on  the 
raw  material  imported,  amounts  to  a  prohibition 
of  the  exportation  of  the  produce  of  the  national 
industry  in  that  shape;  for  the  tax  thus  amounts 
to  two  freights  on  the  manufactured  article.    The 
value  added  by  manufacturing  to  the  imported 
raw  material  constitutes  a  part  of  the  industry  of 
the  country,  as  much  as  tobacco,  cotton,  grain,  or 
any  other  produce  for  exportation,  which  is  pro- 
tected by  the  Constitution  from  taxation  when 
taken  out  of  the  country.     It  is,  then,  no  more 
than  fair  and  equitable  that  these  other  products 
of  industry  should   be  exempted  from  taxation 
when  carried  out  of  the  country  for  consumption. 
Common  justice  and  sound  policy  require  that  all 
the  productions  of  our  industry  should  be  placed 
upon  the  same  footing.     By  the  adoption  of  this 
measure,  the  Government  does  not  abandon  the 

^°^!!2iJ*   ^^'^  '"  the  property  exported ;  it  only 
susprtrti  tke  collection  of  the  tax.    It  is  a  forbear- 


ance to  take  out  the  toll  or  exaction  for  the  pres- 
ent;  it  permits  the  share  which  the  Government 
has  in  the  property  to  be  carried  from  the  coun- 
try, that  It  may  be  brought  back  again,  increased 
in   value,  and  belter  fitted  for  consumption ;  at 
which  time,  the  Government  will  not  fail  to  exact 
and   receive  its   portion.     The  Government  has 
an  interest  in  every  thing  that  goes  out  of  the 
country,  as  furnishing  the  means  to  obtain  that 
which  is  to  come  into  it.     Are  not  the  policy  and 
justice  of  a   measure  obvious,  which   gives  all 
branches  of  our  industry  a  fair  and  equal  oppor- 
tunity of  finding  markets  abroad?     Will  it  not 
have  a  tendency  to  increase  the  aggregate  of  our 
imports,  and  give  more  means  for  their  consump- 
tion, by  giving  employment  and  encouragement 
to  home  industry  and  to  commerce  ?     Will  not 
the  extension  of  the  drawback  system  add  to  our 
exports  ?     And  are  not  imports  dependent  upon 
exports  ?     If  the  operation  of  this  measure  would 
lessen  the  domestic  consumption  of  hemp,  it  would 
be  some  ground  on  which  to  build  an  argument  as 
to  the  eflect  on  the  home  growth,  and  on  the  rev- 
enue.    But,  on  tiie  contrary,  it  will  increa5e  the 
consumption  of  the  imported  article,  because  it 
will  increase  the  employment  of  vessels — and  can 
an  increase  of  the  consumption  injure  the  home 
grower  ?     If  the  bill  would  cause  any  diminution 
of  the  exports  in  raw  materials  of  any  kind  pro- 
duced in  the  country,  Mr.  D'W.  said,  he  should 
expect  it  would  be  opposed;  but  he  thought  it 
could  not  be  pretended  that  such  a  result  would 
follow.     On  the  contrary,  the  increased  demand 
for    tar,   which   this   measure   will  cause    to  be 
worked  up   and  exported,  is  worthy  of   consid- 
eration. 

To  confine  those  who  manufacture  articles  for 
exportation  to  the  use  of  the  domestic  raw  mate- 
rial, when  such  raw  material  is  not  produced  in 
sufficient  quantity  even  for  the  consumption  of 
your  own  country,  is,  in  fact,  a  prohibition  of  the 
exportation  of  this  branch  of  your  industry  ;  be- 
cause, your  merchants,  under  such  circumstances, 
can  find  no  markets  abroad  in  which  they  can 
vie  with   the  foreign  competition  in  the  sale  of 
such  articles,  as  loreigners   can  carry   them   to 
market  free  of  the  tax  which  our  Government  has 
levied  on  the  raw  material.     The  giving  a  prefer- 
ence to  foreign  hemp  for  exportation  is  no  prefer- 
ence for  the  home  use ;  and  it  is  to  the  home  use 
only  that  the  domestic  growers  can  look  for  a 
market :  none  of  our  productions  go  to  the  foreign, 
until  the  home  market  is  supplied.     How  can  you 
think  of  supplying  foreign  markets,  when  you  can- 
not supply  your  own,  with  all  the  advantage  that 
the  duties,  freight,  and  other  expenses  of  impor- 
tation give  you?     It  is  only  the  surplus  produc- 
tions that  go  abroad.     There  would,  perhaiw,  be 
some  danger  that  the  drawback  allowed  will  ex- 
ceed the  amount  of  duties  collected  on  the  hemp 
when  the  domestic  production  of  it  s>hall  exceed 
the  consumption,  but  not  until  then. 

But,  never  can  the  measure,  at  any  time,  or  in 
any  event,  prove  injurious  to  the  home  growers 
of  the  raw  material.  Suppose  Louisiana  pro- 
duced as  much  sugar  and  molasses  as  the  United 
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States  consumes  at  this  moment— would  the  draw- 
back allowed  on  refined  sugar,  and  rum  distilled 
from  imported  materials,  be  an  injury  to  the 
Louisiana  cultivation  of  the  sugar  cane  ?  Mr. 
U  vy.  asked,  how  ?  It  certainly  would  not  lessen 
the  home  consumption,  to  which  he  looks  exclu- 
sively for  a  market,  nor  prevent  his  exporting,  if 
a  stjrplus  were  produced.  And  much  less  could 
such  injury  be  suffered  as  the  fact  now  stands ; 
when  there  is  not,  perhaps,  one-fourth  part  the 
sugar  and  molasses  made  that  is  consumed  in  the 
United  States— probably  not  one  fiftieth  part  of 
the  hemp. 

This  measure,  if  it  is  adopted,  will  give  new 
employment  to  our  shipping,  and  our  domestic 
manufactures,  to  the  whole  extent  of  the  business 
done  in  the  way  contemplated;  for  it  cannot  be 
done  at  all  without  it ;  and,  if  you  extend   the 


policy,  this  employment  will  be  extended  without 
taxing  any  other  branch  of  industry  whatever. 
If  It  were  true,  that  granting  the  drawback  would 
cause  one  pound   less  of  domestic  hemp  to  be 
worked  up,  or  used  in  any  way,  or  would  take 
one  cent  of  revenue  from  the  imported  article 
there  would  be  some  apology  for  opposition  to  it! 
It  will    be   advantageous  to  the  farmer,  as  all 
branches  of  industry  give  means  for  purchasing 
the  surplus  provisions,  and  raw  materials,  which 
are  seeking  a  market.     If,  then,  this  measure  will 
benefit  two  great  branches  of  industry,  without 
incurring  the  odium  of  being  chargeable  upon 
??^?l«r'  '^  l\^"^rtainly  worth  the  experiment. 
Mr.  U  W.  said,  he  thought  the  true  policy  of  the 
country  would  be  to  carry  much  further  the  sys- 
tetn  of  returning  duties  on  imported  raw  mate- 
rials, when  manufactured,  and  taken  out  of  the 
country   for   consumption.     When    the  country 
produced  them,  in  sufficient  quantities  for  its  own 
consumption,  his  solicitations  would  be  abated- 
although,  even  then,  there  mi^ht  be  good  reasons 
lor  continuing  the  policy,  unlirihe  country  should 
give  enough  of  the  raw  material  to  supply  its 
manufacturing  labor,  both  for  home  use,  and  for 
exportation.     But,  when  the  home  production  of 
the  raw  material  comes  up  to  the  consumption  of 
the  manufactured  article  for  home  use,  there  may 
be  some  reason  to  refuse  the  drawback,  and  con- 
hne  the  manufacturer  to  the  use  of  the  raw  mate- 
rial produced  by  his  own  country;  but  infinitely 
more  reasonable  and  honorable  would  it  be  for  the 
agriculturist  to  wait  until  he  could  give  the  raw 
mater^l  as  cheap  as  other  countries,  before  he 
confines  the  manufacturer  to  the  use  of  his  own 
productions;  thus  leaving  both  those  branches  of 
mdustry  to  compete  in  foreign  markets,  with  the 
industry  of  the  world,  on  even  ground.     For  the 
agriculturist  to  use  the  power  which  he  so  justly 
holds  and  which  he  ever  ought  to  hold,  to  con- 
fine the  manufacturer  and  mechanic  to  the  use  of 
the  domestic  raw  material,  which  he  will  not 
cannot,  or  does  not  supply,  thus  drying  up  the 
streams  of  industry,  which  should  always  be  kept 
open  and  free  is  unreasonable,  unjust,  and  cruel. 
The  proper  object  with  the  legislator,  is,  to  make 
the  most  of  the  skill  and  industry  of  this  country, 
m  the  aggregate,  to  economise  the  employment  of 


his  national  family;  opening  the  markets,  both 
domestic  and  foreign,  for  his  own  productions,  in 
all  shapes,  upon  fair  and  equal  principles.     The 
naerchant  and  the  manufacturer  are  only  asking 
the  same  privilege  of  exporting  the  products  of 
their  industry,  as  the  farmer  does,  free  of  taxation. 
It   may  as  well  be  said  that  the  laws  regelating 
the  moral  conduct  of  the  citizens  are  destructive 
of  their  liberty,  as  that  the  regulation  of  trade 
abridges  the  freedom  of  it.     All  branches  of  trade 
and  industry  are,  and  always  ought  to  be,  left  free 
to  seek  their  own  level,  under  the   laws.     Mr. 
U  VV.  said,  he  was  fully  in  favor  of  taxing  foreign 
productions  imported  into  our  country,  for  the  en- 
couragement ot  all  branches  of  our  own  industry 
as  IS  the  practice  of  other  nations,  where  the  policy 
of  such  a  measure  was  obvious.     Indeed,  he  con- 
sidered that  we  were  drawn  into  that  course  by 
other  nations  having  adopted  it.     If  nobody  had 
put  up  any  fences,  we  could  all  cultivate  the  earth 
and  enjoy   the  blessings  of  Providence  in  com- 
naon;  but   when  our   neighbors   have   all   made 
their  enclosures,  and  we  leave  our  portion  com- 
mon to  all,  we  must  expect  that  others  will  have 
great  advantages  over  us. 

As  to  the  narrow  policy  of  retaining  in  the 
country  the  redundant  imports,  lest  the  Treasury 
accounts  should  not  show  so  large  an  amount  at 
the  moment,  it  is  altogether  fallacious ;  for  the 
revenue  received  on  your  imports,  not  consumed 
is  only  an  anticipation  of  your  income,  as  was 
shown  in  the  article  of  hemp,  the  year  before  last, 
when  we  imported  8,835  tons,  which  was,  at  least 
3,000  tons  more  than  was  consumed.  The  con- 
sequence wa.s,  that  only  2,693  tons  were  imported 
the  last  year.  These  facts  show  that  importation, 
beyond  consumption,  is  no  advantage  to  your  reve- 
nue ;  and,  when  such  an  excess  of  importation 
occurs,  you  may  as  well  allow  it  go  out  of  the 
country,  and  allow  the  drawback  upon  it,  as  to 
retain  it  m  the  wav  of  your  next  year's  importa- 
tion. That  which  is  imported,  and  the  duties, 
upon  It  secured,  is  domesticated  and  naturalized; 
and  makes  a  part  of  your  common  stock,  with 
that  of  domestic  growth.  When  this  common 
stock  IS  greater  than  is  wanted  for  the  use  of  the 
country,  will  it  not  be  better  for  the  home-grown 
hemp  that  you  allow  some  of  it  to  be  taken  out  of 
the  country,  after  working  it  up,  and  return  the 
price,  by  the  payment  of  which  it  became  natu- 
ralized, than  to  keep  it  on  hand  in  the  way  of 
another  season's  supply  ?  The  surplus  cannot  be 
taken  out  of  the  country  in  the  same  state  in  which 
It  was  imported. 

Mr.  D' Wolf  remarked,  that  he  had  no  personal 
interest  in  the  passage  of  this  bill ;  but  was  in- 
duced to  advocate  it  from  his  knowledge  of  the 
beneficial  effects  it  would  produce  to  those  who 
were  interested  in  this  manufacture.  He  had  been 
told  by  Mr.  Lewis,  of  Boston,  who  has  extensive 
works  for  the  manufacture  of  cordage,  that  appli- 
cation was. made  to  him,  by  a  merchant  from 
South  America,  for  a  hundred  tons  of  cordage. 
Mr.  Lewis  named  the  lowest  price  at  which  it 
could  be  furnished,  but  the  gentleman  replied  that 
the  cordage  could  be  procured  in  England  on  more 
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favorable  terras.  On  inyesti^ation,  it  was  ascer- 
tained that  he  could  purchase  it  twenty-five  dollars 
per  ton  cheaper,  in  England,  and  that  this  differ- 
ence in  price  was  altogether  owing  to  the  fact 
that  the  English,  who  obtain  their. hemp  from  the 
same  country  whence  we  procure  ours,  allow  the 
drawback  on  exportation  of  the  cordage. 

Mr.  D'WoLF  begged  gentlemen,  who  advocate 
the  interest  of  the  makers  of  iron,  to  compare  their 
application  to  Congress  for  an  increase  of  duties 
on  the  imported  article,  with  that  of  the  workers 
of  hemp,  who  only  ask,  upon  the  same  principle 
that  is  contained  in  this  bill,  that  the  produce  of 
their  labor  should  be  allowed  to  go  to  market  un- 
shackled with  the  tax  you  have  levied  on  the  raw 
material.     We  have  arrived  at  manhood  in  these 
branches   of   manufacture.     Our   skill,   our   ma- 
chinery, and  our  industry,  are  equal  to  any  in  the 
world ;  the  capital  is  invested  ;  the  works  are  com- 
plete; the  workmen  have  acquired  the  art ;  they 
more  than  supply  the  country  with  the  produce  of 
their  labor,  and  are  desirous  to  carry  it  to  foreign 
markets.     The  system  is  shown  to  be  practicable 
bv  the  operation  of  that   part  of  it  which  has 
already  been  adopted.     Ail  experience  proves  that 
it  is  practicable.     We  have  practised  it  for  thirty 
years,  and  benefited  the  country  to  the  amount  of 
millions,  by  the  practice. 

If  the  American  merchant  goes  to  Russia,  and 
purchases  his  cordagje,  manufactured  with  Russian 
tar,  and  with  Russian  labor,  you  allow,  him,  for 
his  own  convenience,  to  bring  it  into  your  ports, 
and  bond  it ;  and  when  he  exports  it,  you  permit 
him  to  draw  back  the  duty;  thus  giving  encour- 
agement to  the  foreign  industry  which  produces 
the  tar  and  manufactures  the  cordage,  in  prefer- 
ence to  the  industry  of  your  own  country.  The 
bill  now  under  consideration  proposes  to  give  this 
encouragement  to  our  own  citizens,  instead  of  for- 
eigners. 

Mr.  FiNDLAV  said,  he  had  made  up  his  mind, 
at  the  last  session,  in  regard  to  this  bill,  and  he 
had  heard  no  reason  since,  which  induced  him  to 
alter  his  opinion;  but,  as  the  new  tariff  bill,  if 
adopted,  would  have  some  effect  upon  this  bill, 
he  hoped  it  would  be  laid  upon  the  table  for  the 
present. 

Mr,  Smith  said  he  was  sensible  that  there  was 
very  little  chance  of  passing  this  bill.     He  pre- 
sumed that  most  of  the  members  had  made  up 
their  mmds  upon  the  subject  at  the  last  session  ; 
but,  as  there  are  some  new  members,  who  were  not 
present  at  that  time,  he  wished   to  express  his 
views  upon  it.     The  principle  contemplated  in 
this  bill,  he  said,  was  not  a  new  one.     It  had  been 
m  operation  almost  ever  since  the  first  establish- 
ment of  the  Governn^t.*    A  drawback  of  the 
duties  on  the  exportation  of  imported  articles  has 
long  been  allowed.     On  the  exportation  of  rum 
manufactured  from  foreign  molasses  a  drawback 
of  the  duties  oh  the  raw  material  is  permitted. 
Ihis  gives  employment  to  the  industry  of  the 
United  States.     If  you  did  not  do  this,  you  would 
prevent  the  importation  of  the  molasses,  and  the 
exportation  of  the  rum.     In   the  article  of  loaf  I 
sugar,  too,  the  exporter  is  allowed  to  draw  back  I 


the  duty  on  the  raw  material.     During  the  late 
war,  a  tax  was  imposed  upon  whiskey.     The  ae 
ricultural  interest  insisted  that  the  tax  should  be 
drawn  back  upon  exportation.     We  should  have 
shut  ourselves  out  or  all  foreign  markets  for  the 
article,  if  the  drawback  had  not   been  allowed. 
Mr.  S.  thought  the  Government  had   no  right  to 
give  bounties  for  the  exportation  of  any  article- 
nor  did  the  present  bill  propose  any  such   thine' 
but  only  to  allow  a  drawback,  on  the  exportation 
of  the  manufactured  article,  of  the  duty  on  the 
raw  material.      Hemp  is  an  exceedingly  bulky 
article— we  have  to  go  a  great  way  for  it— it  pays 
a  heavy  duty.     If  that  duty  is  not  refunded;  on 
exportation,  you   completely   prevent   your  mer- 
chants and  manufacturers  from  a  competition   in 
foreign  markets,  with  the  merchants  and   manu- 
facturers of  other  countries.     It  is  no  more  than  a 
fair  principle  to  grant  it.     It  will  give  employ- 
ment to  a  large  portion  of  our  shipping.     It  will 
assist  in  making  up  our  assorted  cargoes  for  the 
South  American  markets.     We  stand  in  a  pecu- 
liar relation  to  the  South  American  States.     We 
were  the  first  to  acknowledge  their  independence 
and  to  recognise  them  as  nations.     And  shall  we 
now  shut   ourselves  out  from   the  enjoyment  of 
their  trade  ?    In  England,  the  drawback  is  allowed 
on  every  imported  article,  when  exported,  in  what- 
ever shape  it  may  appear  ;  and  this  is  one  of  the 
great  principles  of  trade  which  has  raised  that  na- 
tion to  Its  present  commercial  greatness.     We  are 
now  about  to  pursue  a  course  to  encourage  all  the 
manufactures  of  the  country.     Mr.  S.  said  he  was 
perfectly  willing  to  do  this,  so  far  as  it  could  be 
done  without   breaking  down   other  branches  of 
business.     He  was  surprised  that  gentlemen  who 
were  so  willing  to  tax  all  imported  articles,  to 
favor  manufactures,  were  not  willing  to  grant  this 
drawback  upon  the  same  principle.     The  trade  to 
South  America  is  a  very  important  one.    We  may, 
to  a  considerable  extent,  supply  their  markets  with 
every  article  they  want,  upon  which  we  are  not 
compelled  to  pay  a  duty  to  our  own  Government. 
That  trade  is  annually  increasing.     We  export  lo 
that  country  great  quantities  of  j^oap  and  candles, 
the  manufacture  of  which  gives  extensive  em- 
ployment to  our  people.     It  is  now  proposed   to 
lay  a  high  duty  on  foreign  tallow.     The  duty  has, 
hitherto,  been  so  small,   that   the  manufacturers 
of  those  articles  could  enter  into  a  fair  compe- 
ti^on  with   those  of  other  countries,   in  foreign 
markets. 

It  is  provided  in  the  Tariff  bill,  which  proposes 
to  increase  the  duties  on  foreign  tallow,  that  the 
duties  shall  be  drawn  back  on  the  exportation  of 
the  candles  manufactured  from  it.  We  now  ex- 
port a  great  many  articles  to  South  America, 
such  as  furniture,  saddles,  hals,  boots,  shoes,  iron 
castings,  dec.  Of  these  the  raw  materials  are  the 
products  of  our  own  country,  and  there  is,  of 
course,  a  fair  competition.  We  hold  if  as  a  prin- 
ciple, that  where  men  do  their  work,  exclusive  ot 
the  use  of  the  foreign  article,  they  should  be  al- 
lowed to  export  the  products  of  their  labor,  and 
have  the  advantage  of  fair  competition.  In  the 
articles  we  export  to  South  America,  most  of  them 
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are  free  from  duty.  We  export  a  large  quantity 
of  hats;  and  we  allow  furs  to  be  import^'d  into  this 
country  free  from  duty.  Our  hat  makers  are,  con- 
sequently, enabled  to  work  as  cheap  as  those  of 
any  other  country.  Castings  of  iron  are,  also, 
considerable  articles  of  export  to  South  America, 
and  the  demand  for  them  is  daily  increasing;  for 
these  the  raw  material  is  produced  in  our  own 
country.  So  in  regard  to  our  cotton  goods;  large 
quantities  of  certain  kinds  are  exported  to  Mexi- 
co, Laguira,  and  other  places;  no  duty  is  paid  on 
the  raw  material.  They  value  our  cotton  goods 
more  than  those  of  any  other  country,  and  Mr.  S 
hoped  they  would  continue  to  take  them.     But  if 


we  had  a  duty  to  pay  on  them,  we  certainly  could 
not  export  them.   They  do  not  require  a  drawback 
becaufcc  they  pay  no  duty.   If  he  thought  this  mea- 
sure would  go  to  reduce  the  revenue,  Mr.  S  said 
he  should  not  support  it;  he  believed  it  would  not 
have  that  effect,  but  that  it  would  rather  tend  to 
increase  the  revenue.      There  would  certainly  be 
a  saving  of  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  of  the  duty 
on  the  raw  material ;  as  the  Government  always 
reserves  that  amount  out  of  the  duties  drawn  back 
He  believed  the  bill  was  bottomed  upon  a  sound 
principle;  he  was  not  able  to  perceive  any  thing 
objectionable  in  it,  unless  it  was  that,  in  drawini 
back  the  duties,  there  might  be  a  loss  to  the  Gov- 
ernment, from  the  unusual  quantity  of  tar  made 
use  of  in  manufacturing  the  cordage;  and  he  con- 
ceived  that  there  could  not   be  much  danger  in 
that  respect.     If  the  bill  should  pass,  it  would  ena- 
ble the  manufacturers  of  this  country  to  suuply 
South  America  with  cordage;  and  a  great  many 
vessels  would  be  employed  in  the  business  to  which 
It  would  give  rise. 

Mr.  Llovd  of  Maryland,  inquired  if  the  honor- 
able member  from  Rhode  Island  could  inform  him 
what  were  the  prices  of  the  foreign  and  domestic 
tiemp,  in  our  own  markets,  at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  U  Wolf  was  not  able  to  give  the  price  of 
domestic  hemp;  he  did  not  know  of  any  recent 
sales  of  that  article.  Russian  hemp  was  quoted 
at  about  S180  per  ton.  Sales  had  lately  been 
made,  in  .New  York,  at  about  S175. 

Mr.  Llovd,  of  Maryland,  had  not  intended  to 
say  any  thine  upon  this  subject,  but  he  now  felt  it 
his  duty  briefly  to  express  his  views  on  it.    He  un- 
derstood that  American  hemp  was  not  in  as  good 
demand,  in  our  own  markets,  as  formerly,  and  he 
thought  the  allowance  of  drawback  on  cordage 
manufactured  from  foreign  hemp,  might  have  a 
tendency  to  reduce  it  still  lower.     The  domestic 
growth  of  the  article  would  be  extinguished    be- 
cause It  could  not  then  meet  the  competition  of 
the  foreign  article,  which  is  much  more  esteemed 
abroad.     He  thought  the  opportunity  of  the  South 
American  markets  would  be  very  advantao-eous  to 
the  home  growers  of  hemp.     The  cordag^'e  made 
ol  foreign  hemp  might  now  be  exported;  but  that 
which  was  not  made  of  foreign  hemp  ought  to  be 
permuted  to  be  exported,  with  the  privilege  of  be- 
ing exempt  from  duty.     The  allowance  of  this 
drawback  would  cause  an  increased  importation 
01   the  article— the  demand  would  not  equal  the 
supply— and  there  would  be  a  consequent  and  gen- 


eral fall  of  thearticle.    There  would  be  such  aquan- 
tity  in  the  market,  that  no  man  could  turn  his  atten- 
tion to  the  growth  of  it.     The  raw  material  would 
then  be  sold  at  a  loss,  rather  than  encounter  the  risk 
of  a  foreign  market.   Can  it  be  policy  to  discourage 
the  home  growth  of  the  raw  material,  when  we 
have  a  great  portion  of  soil  that  is  peculiarly 
adapted  to  it?      Why  discourage  those  who  are 
wil  ing  to  turn  their  attention  to  it  ?     He  consid- 
ered this  bill  as  offering  a  bounty  to  the  growth  of 
foreign  hemp.     On  one  hand  we  are  told  that  the 
interests  of  the  country  require  that  we  should 
discourage  the  importation  of  all  raw  materials: 
and  now,  on  the  other,  we  are  besought,  for  the 
same  reasons,  to  encourage  their  importation,  and 
God  knows  what  we  shall  come  to  between  such 
discordant  propositions.      A  drawback  is  allowed 
on  iron  cables;   and  they  are,   very  frequently, 
used  on  board  the  vessels  that  carry  them  out,  and 
obtain  the  drawback  upon  them.   If  persons  choose 
to  rig  their  vessels  with  ropes,  upon  which  they 
have  received  the  drawback,  how  are  you  to  pre- 
vent It?    If  iron  cables  are  used  in  this  way  why 
may  not  cordage  be?    Mr.  L.  thought  it  would 
furnish  ^reat  opportunities  for  fraud. 

Mr.  DicKERsoN  said   it  appeared  to  liim  that 
the  Senate  had,  at  the  last  session,  all  the  infor- 
mation It  could  obtain  upon  the  subject.     But  he 
now  rose  to  move  a  postponement  of  the  bill   be- 
cause he  thought  it  ought  to  follow  the  tariff'bill, 
as  it  was  necessary  to  ascertain  what  duty  would 
be  laid  upon  hemp,  before  it  was  determined  what 
drawback  was  to  be  allowed  upon  the  cordage. 
If  the  tariff  was  to  be  altered,  the  amount  of  draw- 
back could  not  now  be  fixed.     He  thought  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island  would 
not  risk  the  fate  of  the  bill,  in  point  of  time  by 
waiting  till  then.    Mr.  D.  expressed  himself  in 
lavor  of  the  general  system  of  allowing  drawback ; 
but  he  was  not  disposed  to  extend  it  to  manufac- 
tured articles,  the  raw  material  of  which  was  pro- 
duced in  our  own  country.     If  molasses  had  been 
produced  in  thecountry  at  the  time  the  law  passed 
allowing  a  drawback  on  rum  manufactured  from 
foreign   molasses,   he   presumed    that   drawback 
would  not  have  been  allowed.     There  was  much 
less  inconvenience  in  allowing  drawback  on  arti- 
cles exported  in  their  original  state— packages  in 
bulk  could  be  easier  identified,  and  were  not  liable 
to  alteration;  and  on  articles  which  we  do  not 
produce  ourselves,  the  remission  of  the  duties  was, 
unquestionably,  beneficial.     But  as  the  discussion 
of  this  subject  would  come  in  more  properly,  after 
the  fate  of  the  tariff  bill  had  been  decided,  he 
moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table.     The  motion 
was,  however,  withdrawn,  to  give  way  for  further 
discussion. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  Virginia,  said  he  did  not  per- 
ceive any  good  grounds  why  manufactures  of 
foreign  articles  should  be  exempted  from  the  duty 
on  the  raw  material.  He  thought  it  was  giving 
preference  to  the  manufacture  of  the  foreign  arti- 
cle, and  that  it  was  wrong,  as  a  principle  of  jus- 
tice, that  the  manufacturer  should  be  exempted 
from  paying  his  quota  towards  the  expenses  ot  the 
Government.    Upon  the  first  view  of  the  case,  it 
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certainly  appears  to  be  unjust  that  the  burden 
should  be  thrown  exclusively  upon  the  agricultu- 
ral interest.  It  may  be  tha»  this  trade,  in  Eng-  ' 
land,  pays  no  duly  on  the  raw  material,  and  yet  ' 
we  may  impose  such  a  duty,  and  still  our  manu- 
facturer be  on  a  better  footing  than  the  English.  ' 
The^  manufacturing  labor  of  England  may  not  be 
taxed  in  this  way,  and  yet  there  are  so  many 
other  ways  in  which  they  are  compelled  to  pay 
taxes,  that,  though  we  are  subject  to  duty,  we 
may  be  able  to  undersell  them  in  this  article.  The 
equity  and  the  liberality  of  our  laws  may  afford 
us  this  advantage.  Gentlemen  may  see  the  dan- 
ger of  great  principles  in  the  consideration  of 
small  Items  which  involve  those  principles.  We 
have  a  vast  deal  of  capital  employed  m  manufac- 
turmg,  which  pays  little  or  nothing  towards  the 
support  of  the  Government.  In  England  it  pays 
a  grwt  deal ;  that  branch  of  industry  is  relied  upon 
for  the  support  of  Government.  Our  free  and 
wjual  laws  give  prosperity  to  that  species  of  labor. 
But  if  we  exempt  that  great  mass  of  labor  from 
paying  their  proportion  towards  the  support  of  the 
Government,  and  put  the  burden  upon  others,  Mr. 
T.  said,  the  result  might  be  such  as  he  had  rather 
contemplate  than  express. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  said  he  had  not 
intended  to  trespass  again  on   the  Senate  upon 
this  subject.     He  set  too  little  value  on  his  own 
opinions  to  be  willing  to   repeat  them  even  at 
tweve  months'  distance.     He  had  taken  occasion, 
at  the  last  session  of  Congres'^,  to  express  his  sen- 
timents on  the   benefits  resulting  from  the  system 
ot  drawbacks,  which,  in  a  commercial  point  of 
view,  he  considered  as  one  of  the  most  beneficial 
arrangements  which  had  ever  been  adopted  by  the 
Government.     Without  it,  importation  must   be 
narrowed  and  limited  precisely  by  the  consump- 
tion of  the  country.     Importations  might  fluctuate 
indifferent  years  ;  sometimes  more  and  sometimes 
less  than  was  required;  but,  without  this  allow- 
ance of  drawback,  no  exportation,  of  cordat^e  es- 
pecially, could  take  place;  and,  without  exporta- 
tion, the  importation  must  be  limited  by  the  con- 
sumption of  the  country;  for  no  man  would  buy 
what  he  could  not  sell,   if  his  object  was  profit. 
Ihe  drawback  system  also  leaves  a  benefit  to  the 
revenue;  as  a  part,   though   not    a   large  one,  is 
always  restrained  from  the  duties. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  .Maryland  (Mr. 
Lloyd)  has  asked,  iC  we  arc  willing  to  give  a 
bounty  on  foreign,  instead  of  domestic  hemp;  to 
encourage  foreign  agriculture  instead  of  our  own  ? 
Mr.  L.  said,  he  was  willing  to  consider  it  as  a 
bounty;  but  it  was  a  bounty  to  our  agriculturists, 
to  our  commerce,  and  to  our  manufactures.  We 
must  pay  for  the  hemp  we  buy,  with  our  produce- 
by  Its  exportation,  in  the  first  instance,  to  furnish 
funds  to  purchase  hemp—to  our  ships  to  carry  it. 
And  the  drawback  would  give  encouragement  to 
our  domestic  manufactures,  by  enabling  them  to 
go  into  markets  which  they  cannot  now  enter ;  as 
cordage,  without  the  drawback,  is  dearer  in  this 
country  than  in  any  other  in  which  it  is  manufac- 
tured. 

When  it  suited   the  purpose,  Mr.  L.  said,  we 


were  very  fond  of  quoting  the  example  of  Great 
Britain.  What  had  it  been,  generally,  with  ob- 
jects of  this  description  ?  Great  Britain  admits  the 
raw  material  free  of  cost,  in  many  instances,  and 
allows  a  bounty  on  its  exportation,  when  manu- 
factured at  home.  What  do  we,  in  respect  to  the 
article  of  cordage?  Wc  tax  the  raw  material 
heavily,  and  deny  any  bounty  on  it,  when  manu- 
factured and  exported;  but  we  allow  a  drawback 
on  imported  cordage,  which  has  been  made  in 
Russia— thus  giving  a  bounty  to  the  Russian 
manufacturer,  and  denying  it  to  our  own. 

The  operation  of  this  measure  could  not,  as  he 
believed,  be  unfavorable  to  the  growth  of  domestic 
hemp.  We  have  imported  hemp,  under  heavy 
duties,  for  thirty  or  forty  years;  during  which 
time,  attempts  have  been  repeatedly  made  to  su- 
persede the  use  of  it,  by  the  introduction  of  domes- 
tic hemp.  He  was  .sorry  to  say,  that  the  experi- 
ment appeared  to  have  failed.  From  some  unfor- 
tunate circumstance,  we  could  not  cure  the  herap 
sufficiently  well,  to  bring  it  into  general  use;  and 
until  this  were  done,  we  must  continue  to  import 
hemp,  if  we  are  to  continue  to  have  navigation. 
He  doubted  if,  at  this  moment,  ten  tons  of  domes- 
tic hemp  could  be  found  in  any  city  on  the  sea- 
board of^  the  United  States,  from  New  Orleans  to 
Portland.  He  hoped  that  a  drawback  would  be 
allowed,  not  only  on  cordage,  but  on  many  other 
articles  manufactared  from  foreign  materials;  as 
the  system  presented  an  evident  means,  as'  he 
thought,  of  furnishing  increased  employment  for 
our  people,  as  well  as  encouragement  to  our  agri- 
culture and  our  commerce.  U  it  was  thought  bet- 
ter to  regulate  the  details  of  the  bill,  afte'r  a  de- 
cision was  had  on  the  revision  of  the  tariff,  he  did 
not  know  that  there  would  be  any  objection  to  that 
course — he  did  not  propose  it,  however  ;  and  hoped, 
at  any  rate,  that  the  principle  of  the  bill  would  be 
adopted. 

On  motion  of  .Mr.  L.\n.ma.n,  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  subject  was  postponed  till  Monday 
next,  and  made  the  order  of  that  day. 


Thirsday,  February   12. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting  a  statement 
of  the  contracts  made  bv  the  Commissioners  of 
the  Navy  during  the  year  1823. 

The  President  also  communicated  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
statements  of  the  commerce  and  manufactures  of 
the  United  States,  during  the  year  ending  on  the 
30ih  of  September,  1823;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Lloyd,  of  .Massachusetts,  six  hundred  and  fifty 
copies  thereof  were  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the 
use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Talbot,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  22d  ultimo, 
certain  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
of  Alabama,  reported  a  bill  to  repeal  in  part  the 
act,  entitled  "'An  act  to  enable  the  people  of  the 
Alabama  Territory  to  form  a  constitution  and 
State  government,  and  for  the  admission  of  such 
State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the 
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original  States;"  and  the  bill  was  read, and  passed 
to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Chandler  presented  the  petition  of  Reuben 
Colburn,  praying  the  payment  of  a  balance  due 
ftim  or  services  and  disbursements  during  the 
Kevoluiionary  war;  which  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Noble,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Dean  Wey- 
mouth, reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Dean  Wey- 
mouth ;  and  the  bill  wa^read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Noble,  Moses  Smith  had 
leave  to  withdraw  his  petition,  presented  at  the 
first  session  of  the  Seventh  Congress. 

Mr.  Noble  communicated  a  resolution  of  the 
General    Assembly  of  the   State  of  Indiana    re- 
questing the  members  of  Congress  from  that  State 
to  unite  in  any  effort  that  may  be  made  to  alter 
the  tariff,  so  as  to  encou^ge  the  manufacturing/  of 
domestic  fabrics  ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  i 
the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufactures  ' 
Mr.  JoH.NsoN,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  Commit-  ! 
tee  on  Military  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Alfred  Moore  and  Sterling  Orgain  ' 
made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  the  ben- 1 
0'  Alfred  Moore  and  Sterling  Orgain,  assign-  1 
ees  of  iMorns  Linsey  ;  and  the  report  and  bill  were  I 
read,  and  the  bill  passed  to  a  second  reading.  | 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  asked  and  obtained  I 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  explanatory  of  an  act,  en- ' 
titled  "An  act  for  the  confirmation  of  certain 
claims  to  land  in  the  western  district  of  the  State 
of  Louisiana  and  the  Territory  of  Missouri  " 
passed  L>9ih  April.  ISlG^,  and  the  bill  was  read, 
and  passtii  to  a  second  r^adin^. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  colisider  the  report  of 
Uie  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  on  the  petition  of 
hibenezer  Oliver  and  others  ;  and  it  was  postponed 
to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Monday 

The  bill  from   the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  "An  act  to  procure  the  necessary  surveys 
plan.*  and  estimates,  upon  the  subject  of  roads  and 
canals,    was  read  a  second  time;  and  referred  to 
the  select  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  en- 
titled "An  act  to  define  the  boundary  line  between 
the   Edwardsville  and    Springfield   land  districts, 
in  the  State  of  Illinois,'  was  read  the  second  time 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  ' 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  the 
bill  to  abolish   imprisonment  for  debt  was  taken 
"P  «n  Committee  of  the  Whole.    Mr.  Mills  sub- 
mitted his  views  upon  the  subject,  at  length  ;  and 
some  remarks  were  made  by  Messrs.  Johnson   of 
Kentucky,  and  Holmes,  of  Maine.     The  further 
consideration  of  the  subject  was,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  postponed  till  Monday, 
next,  and  the  bill  was  made  the  order  of  that  dav^ 
The  bill  "  to  authorize  the  laying  out  of  a  mil- 
itary road,  from  Fort  St.  Philip,  on  the  river 
Mis.sis5ippi,  to  the  English  Turn,  for  the  defence 

'u    urT^i^^'^^"''"^^^^^'^*'"  "P  *°  Committee  of 
the  Whole.    The  amendment  proposed  some  days 


since 


by  Mr.  Jackson,  to  strike  out  the  words 


English  Turn,"  and  insert,  in  lieu  thereof, 
Johnson's  plantation,"  and  thereby  limit  the 
I  road  to  the  lands  belonging  to  the  United  States, 
I  was  agreed  to  ;  as,  also,  was  an  amendment,  pro^ 
;  posed  by  the  same  member,  to  reduce  the  amount 
I  to  be  appropriated  for  this  object,  from  sixteen  to 
I  nine  thousand  dollars.  The  bill,  as  thus  amend- 
I  ed,  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  passed  to  be 
j  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time, 
j  The  bills  reported  by  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  confirming  the  claims  of  Peter  H. 
I  Hobart  and  Lewis  Judson,  and  of  the  legal  rep- 
I  resentatives  of  Charles  Pairon,  to  certain  tracts  of 

i  ?°  VirTT  "^'^^••a^'y  ^aken  up,  in  Committee  of 
;  the  Whole. 

j      Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama,  stated  the  grounds  upon 
1  which  the  claims  were  founded.     The  bills  were 
I  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  without  amendment 
I  and  passed  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third 
;  time. 

i  The  resolution  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the 
Senate  to  purchase  one  copy  of  Lucas's  Uni- 
versal Atlas,  was  again  read,  and  passed  to  a  third 
reading. 

wT^^  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  resolution  proposing  an  amendment 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  as  it  re- 
spects the  choice  of  Representatives  in  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States,  and  election  of  Presi- 
dent and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  to- 
gether with  the  amendment  reported  thereto  by 
the  select  committee,  and,  on  motion,  it  was  post- 
poned to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Tues- 
day next. 

«^T^^  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Amasa  Stetson  ; 
and  It  was  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of 
the  day  for,  to-morrow. 

\%'T^^  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
U  hole,  the  bill  confirming  the  claim  of  the  heirs 
and  legal  representatives  of  Charles  Parent,  to 
two  tracts  of  land  ;  and  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

i.rT^^  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
v\  hole,  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the 
laving  out  and  opening  certain  public  roads  in 
Honda  ;"  and  it  was  postponed  to,  and  made  the 
order  of  the  day  for,  Wednesday  next. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  James 
Johnson  ;  and  it  was  postponed  to,  and  made  the 
order  of  the  day  for,  to-morrow. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts, 
the  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  extending  the  terms  of 
pensions,  granted  to  persons  disabled,  and  to  the 
widows  and  orphans   of  those  who  have   been 
slain,  or  who  have  died  in  consequence  of  wounds 
or  casualties,  received  while  in  the  line  of  duty,' 
on  board  the  private  armed  ships  of  the  United 
States,  during  the  late  war;  and,  no  amendment 
having  been  made  thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the 
House,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time. 

And,  on  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned  until  to- 
morrow. 
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Friday,  February  13. 
Mr.  Hayne  presented  the  memorial  of  William 
Drayton,  and  others,  a  committee  appointed  by 
the  citizens  of  Charleston  and  its  vicmity,  seltmg 


"An  act  to  define  the  boundary  line  between  the 
Edwardsville  and  Springfield  land  districts,  in 
the  State  of  Illinois,"  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Rcggles,  the  Committee  of 


forth  the  mjustice  that  would  result  to  the  agri-  ^^^.^^^  ^^^^  discharged  from  the  consideration 

culture  and  commerce  of  South  Larolma,   from  ^^  ^^^  petition  of  Conrad  Ten  Eyck  ;  and  it  was 

an   increase  of  duties  on  imported  ar^'^^'tf '  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations, 
remonstrating  against  the  passage  of  the  bill,  now        ^^  motion,  by  Mr.  Barton,  the  petition  of  John 

before  Congress,  on  that  subject.     The  memorial  ^^^^^  ^  ^      ^^^^  ^^  j^^^  McAllister,  were  sev- 

was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com-  ^^^^^^  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Public 

merce  and  Manufactures.  Lands,  with  instructions  to  report  a  bill  author- 
Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  presented  the  peti-  '  _  .      _-    .       .   ^'^         ,  .      ,-    .. 

lion  of  J.  F.  Bertrand,  and  others,  aliens,  residing 
in  Louisiana,  praying  certain  modifications  of  the 
laws  respecting  naturalization  ;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 


izing  either  John  Forbes  &,  Co.,  or  John  McAl- 
lister, to  institute  a  suit  in  the  District  Court  of 
the  United  States,  at  Mobile,  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  who  has  the  best  right  to  hold  the 
land  in  question,  and  to  release  to  the  party  who 

Uni- 


Mr.  Kelly  presented  ^^^  P^^»'7,°^  J*™",^'^"'  may  ultimately  succeed,  whatever  right  the 

stating  that  he  is  the  head  of  an  Ind'^-;  ^^"i'>y  °  ted  ^States  may  have  in'the  said  land^ 

Alabama,  and  that,  by  the  treaty  with  the  Chero-  Talbot  submitted  the  followiof  motion 

kee  nation,  a   hie  estate  in  a  portion  of  land  was  -  consideration  : 


i-ranted  to  him,  with  a  reversion  in  fee  simple  to 
^is  children,  upon  condition  that  he  reside  thereon 
during  life,  and  from  which  condition  he  prays  to 
be  released.  The  petition  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Kelly  presented  the  petition  of  Holden 
W.  Prout,  administrator  of  Joshua  W.  Prout, 
statingthatthedeceasedhelddnumberof(lischar^es 
of  soldiers,  with  powers  of  attorney  to  receive 
their  pay,  which  the  adrn^istrator  cannot  obtain 
without  the  aid  of  a  law  in  his  favor  ;  and  pray- 
ing relief.  The  petition  was  read,  and* referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  gave  notice  that, 
on  Monday  next,  he  would  ask  leave  to  bring  in 


Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  /adiciary  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  modi- 
fying and  changing  the  '-iSth  section  of  the  Judiciary 
act  of  1789,  as  to  authorize  the  removal  of  the  causes 
therein  provided  for,  by  either  of  the  parties,  before 
trial  from  the  State  court,  in  which  any  such  case  may 
be  pending,  to  the  court  of  the  United  States  of  origi- 
nal jurisdiction  in  like  cases,  for  final  trial  and  adju- 
dication, instead  of  the  appeal,  or  writ  of  error,  which 
is  allowed  by  the  provisions  of  the  said  act,  to  be  taken 
for  the  reversal  of  the  judgment,  or  decree,  of  the 
highest  court  of  law  of  the  State  in  which  suit  may 
have  been  pending,  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  Uni- 


a  bill  supplementary  to  the  several  acts  for  adjust-    ^^^   g^^^^^  to  cause  to  be  made  a  military  road 


0  land,  and  estab  ishing  land  offi-  ^^^^^  p^^^  gj  p,,ii,ps^  ^n  the  river  Missu 
ict  east  of  the  Island  of  New  Or-  ^j^^  English  Turn,  as  an  auxiliary  to  the 
tate  of  Louisiana.  j    j-  ^^^^  Orleans,  was  read  the  third  lime, 


ing  the  claims  to 
ces,  in  the  distric 
leands,  in  the  S 

Mr.  Noble  communicated  the  following  pre- 
amble and  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  Indiana,  viz: 

"  Whereas  the  further  extinguishment  of  Indian 
title  to  lands  within  the  State  of  Indiana,  would  great- 
ly  facilitate  the  intercourse  of  the  whole  Western 
country  with  the  Eastern  and  Middle  States,  increase 


issibsippi,  to 


e  defence 

and  the 

"  An  act  to  authorize  the 


title  amended,  to  read, 

'president  of  the  United  States  to  cause  to  be  made 

!  a  military  road,  from  a  point  opposite  to  Fort  St. 

Philip,  on   the  river    Mississippi,   to   Johnston's 

■  Plantation,  as  an  auxiliary  to  the  defence  of  New 

Orleans." — The  bill  was  then  passed. 

,   .     ^,     ^  !      The  bill  confirming  the  claim  of  Peter  H.  Ho- 

in  a  great  degree  the  population  of  the  ^orthern  sec-    ^^^^  ^^^  ^ewis  Judson  to  a  tract  of  land,  was  read 

Uon  of  this  State,  tend   to  improve  the   navigation  of    ^  ^^^^^j  ^^^^   ^^j  passed. 

our  rivers  in  the  interior,  and   further  the  grand  ob-         ,„,      ,   ,,    ',      ,'      ,k^  .„,™  ^r  «o«c;/^«c  »r«r»»o/? 


gra 

ject  of  effecting  a  canal  communication  between  the 
waters  of  the  Ohio  and  the  Lakes  : 

"  Resolved,  That  our  Senators  be  instructed,  and 
our  Representatives  in  Congress  requested,  to  use  their 
best  exertions  to  procure  an  appropriation  by  Congress 
for  the  purpose  of  effecting  this  dcsirtible  object,  and 
in  all  respects  to  promote  the  object  of  this  resolution. 

"  Resolved,  That  his   Excellency  the  Governor,  at 


The  bill  extending  the  term  of  pensions  granted 
to  persons  disabled,  and  to  the  widows  and  orphans 
of  those  who  have  been  slain,  or  who  have  died 
in  consequence  of  wounds,  or  casualties,  received 
while  in  the  line  of  their  duty,  on  board  the  pri- 
vate armed  ships  of  the  United  States,  during  the 
late  war,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  resolution  authorizing  the  purchase  of  a 


as  early  a  period  as   possible,  forward  to  our  Senators  '  copy  oi    Lucas's  Atlas,  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  Representatives  in  Congress,  a  copy  of  the  fore-  j  and  passed. 


going  preamble  and  resolution,  accompanied  with  a 
request  that  the  same  be  laid  before  Congress  for  their 
consideration." 

Which  preamble  and  resolutions  were  read,  and 
laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Barton,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 


The  bill  to  repeal,  in  part,  the  act,  entitled  ''An 
act  to  enable  the  people  of  the  Alabama  Territory 
to  form  a  constitution  and  State  government,  and 
for  the  admission  of  such  Slate  into  the  Union, 
on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States;  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Dean  Weymouth  ;  the  bill  for 
the  benefit  of  Alfred  Moore  and  Sterling  Orgain, 
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assignees  of  Morris  Linsey ;  and  the  bill  explan- 
atory of  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  confirma- 
tion of  certain  claims  to  land  in  the  western  dis- 
trict of  the  State  of  Louisiana  and  the  Territory 
of  Mis.souri,"  passed  29ih  April,  1S16,  were  seve- 
rally read  the  second  time ;  and,  on  motion,  the 
last-mentioned  bill  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Amasa  Stetson; 
and  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  bill  introduced  by  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Ken- 
tucky, and  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
for  the  relief  of  James  Johnson,  was  taken  up  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole.  The  bill  authorizes 
Mr.  Johnson,  who  was  ^a  paymaster  in  Colonel 
Johnson's  mounted  regiment  of  volunteers  during 
the  late  war,  to  be  credited  on  the  books  of  the 
Treasury,  with  84.302  75,  being  a  balance  he  now 
stands  charged  with,  constituted  by  the  payment 
of  a  greater  sum,  for  rations  and  forage,  than  was 
"Warranted  by  the  law  of  1795. 

The  report  of  the  committee  having  been  read, 
Mr.  Barbour,  in  answer  to  Mr.  King,  of  New  i 
York,  who  requested  information  on  the  subject,  ! 
made  a  statem^'nt  of  the  facts  in  relation  to  the  ' 
claim.  And,  after  some  further  remarks  upon  it, 
by  other  rnerab  rs,  the  bill,  on  motion  of  Mr.  King,  ' 
of  New  York,  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  VVhole,  the  bill  releasing  a  certain 
traciof  land  to  the  heirs  and  legal  representatives 
of  John  Porbts ;  and,  on  motion,  it  was  recom- 
mitted to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  aot  to 
repeal,  in  part,  an  act,  entitled  *An  act  to  lessen 
the  compensation  for  marshals,  clerks,  and  attor- 
neys, in  the  cases  therein  mentioned,"  together 
with  the  amendment  reported  thereto  by  the  (Com- 
mittee pn  the  Judiciary ;  and,  on  motion,  .t  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  from  the  other  House,  for  the  relief  of 
Walter  S.  Chandler,  was  taken  up  as  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole.  This  bill  merely  provides,  that 
payment  shall  be  made  for  certain  certificates  of 
stock,  destroyed  by  fire,  upon  the  petitioner  giving  \ 
sufficient  securitv  that  the  same  will  not  again 
be  demanded.  The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Sen- 
ate, and  pas.sed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  from  the  other  House,  for  the  relief  of 
the  legal  reprei^entatives  of  John  Michael,  wa. 
taken  up  for  consideration.  This  bill  merely  au- 
thorizes the  Secretary  of  Stateto  deliver  up  to  these 
claimants  a  certain  certificate  of  the  New  Eng- 
land Mississippi  Land  Company.  Mr.  Elliott 
staled  the  grounds  of  the  claim.  The  bill  was 
reported  to  the  Senate,  and  passed  to  a  third  ' 
reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com-  \ 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  the   bill  to  provide  for  the 
security  of  public  money  in   the  hands  of  clerks  ' 
of  courts,  attorneys,  and  marshals,  and  their  dep- 
uties ;  and,  on  motion,  it  was  postponed  to,  and 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Monday  next. 
The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
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mittee  of  the  Whole,  the  bill  to  regulate  the  sur- 
veying of  the  public  and  private  lands  in  the 
southern  part  of  Alabama ;  and  it  was  laid  on  the 
table. 


Monday,  February  16. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  presented  the  petition 

j  of  James  B.  Fiske,  and  others,  merchants,  residing 

I  on  Penobscot  river,  praying  that  that  part  of  the 

shores  of  said  river,  above  Orphan  Island,  may  be 

made  a  collection  district,  with  Frankfort  as  the 

port  of  entry  ;  and  Buckspori,  Bangor,  and  Hamp- 

,  den,  as  ports  of  delivery ;  which  was  read,  and 

i  referred  to   the  Committee  on   Commerce  and 

Manufactures. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  presented  the  petition 
;  of  Moses  Atkinson,  and  others,  praying  to  be  re- 
munerated for  losses  sustained  while  in  the  naval 
service  of  the  United  States,  in  the  late  war  with 
Great  Britain ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Afiairs. 

Mr.  Findlay  presented  the  memorial  of  a  com- 
mittee appointed  on  behalf  of  the  volunteer  corps 
of  Carlisle  Artillery,  praying  that  the  company 
may  be  received  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States  for  the  term  of  one  year,  for  the  purpose 
of  improving  themselves  in  military  science ;  which 
was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  on  the 
petition  of  Ebenezer  Oliver,  and  others  ;  and,  on 
motion  by  Mr.  Van  Blren,  it  was  postponed  to 
Wednesday  next,  and  the  documents  accompany- 
ing the  petition  were  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the 
use  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceded  to  consider  the  motion  of 
the  13th  instant,  to  instruct  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  modi- 
fying the  judiciary  act;  and  it  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition 
of  Sarah  Easton  and  Dorothy  Slorer;  and  it  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

Thp  liill  for  the  relief  of  Walter  S.  Chandler, 
wa-:  read  the  third  lime,  and  the  title  amended, 
;o  read,  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Walter  S. 
Chandler  and  Samuel  Ward."  The  bill  was  then 
passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
legal  representatives  of  John  Michael,  deceased," 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

IMPRISONMENT  FOR  DEBT. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded,  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  to  the  further  consideration  of  the 
bill  :'^  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt. 

Mr.  R.  M.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  said,  he  rose 
with  somt  confidence,  created  by  the  intrinsic 
merit  of  th»  subject,  and  not  from  any  conviction 
of  talent  in  i.'mself  for  public  speaking.  Is  it  ex- 
pedient, said  he,  i->  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt  ? 
This  is  the  question.  I  am  in  favor  of  a  total  ab- 
olition, without  any  conditions,  either  previous  or 
subsequent.  I  wish  it  distinctly  understood  that 
I  am  willing  that  the  remedy  against  the  property 
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of  the  debtor  should  be  extended  as  far  as  any- 
reasonable  man  can  require.     But  to  allow  the 
body  of  a  citizen,  under  any  circumstances,  to  be 
imprisoned  at  the  discretion  of  his  equal,  in  any 
civil  action,  of  whatever  description,  I  consider  a 
most  flagrant  violation  of  personal  liberty.     If,  in 
the  private  transactions  of  individuals,  any  of  the 
parties  shall  demean  themselves  in  such  manner 
as  to  incur  the  charge  of  criminality,  let  such  con- 
duct be  considered  penal.     Give  to  the  injured 
citizen  his  remedy  in  the  property  of  the  aggres- 
sor.    Let  the  Government  arraign  the  criminal, 
and  in  the  establishment  of  his  guilt,  let  punish- 
ment, proportioned  to  the  crime,  be  inflicted.     In 
case  of  assault  and  battery  and   breach  of  the 
peace,  the  injured  party  has  his  remedy  for  the 
damage  which  he  has  sustained.     His  lien  should 
be  solely  against  the  property  of  the  offender. 
But,  for  disturbing  the  harmony  of  society,  the 
offender  is  properly  subject  to  a  criminal  prosecu- 
tion, and  fine  and  imprisonment  are  his  just  desert. 
Here  the  line  of  separation  between  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  criminal  and  civil  code  is  maintained, 
as  it  should  exist  in  all  other  cases.     In  case  of  a 
fraudulent  suppression  ol  truth,  or  the  suggestion 
of  a  falsehood  in  private  transactions,  give  the 
injured  party  reparation  for  the  civil  injury,  and  '■ 
define  fraud  as  you  have  felony — make  it  a  part 
of  the  criminal  code,  and  when,  upon  the  solem- 
nities of  a  Constitutional  trial,  guilt  is  detected,  ! 
punish  it  as  it  deserves;  humanity  will  not  revolt 
at  the  proceeding — rectitude  will  rejoice.     The 
line  of  jurisdiction  between  the  civil  and  criminal 
code  should  be  fairly  drawn  in  every  case. 

In  a  country  free  as  ours,  civil  injury  and  crime 
should  never  be  confounded.  Punishment  is  a 
retribution  for  offence,  and  is  solely  the  preroga- 
tive of  the  sovereign  power  of  the  State.  Civil 
injury  is  repaired  by  pecuniary  satisfaction,  and 
this  the  injured  person  has  a  right  to  claim.  i 

But  the  moment  you  clothe  one  citizen  with  ■ 
the  power  of  depriving  another  of  his  personal 
liberty,  whether  for  debt  or  for  any  other  cause, 
where  the  State  is  no  party  in  the  suit,  you  estab- 
lish a  petty  tyranny  in  the  land,  more  extensive, 
more  odious,  more  despotic  and  destructive,  than 
the  feudal  system. 

Let  it  also  be  recollected,  that,  to  punish  an  in- 
dividual for  an  alleged  offence,  which  has  not 
been  defined,  by  law,  previous  to  its  commission, 
is  a  violation  of  the  most  sacred  rights  of  free- 
dom. 

And  where  it  is  impracticable  to  define  viola- 
tions of  the  moral  laws,  so  as  to  make  them  a 
part  of  the  penal  code,  lest  too  much  discretionary 
power  should  be  confided  to  our  courts  to  attempt 
the  infliction  of  punishment,  must  be  dangerous 
in  the  extreme.  It  is  upon  this  principle  that 
many  violations  of  the  moral  law  escape  legal 
chastisement.  The  father  who  neglects  to  ad- 
vance his  son  in  virtuous  and  intellectual  improve- 
ment, when  both  are  within  his  power,  who  des- 
tines his  ill-fated  offspring  to  servile  employment, 
until  the  age  of  political  and  legal  independence 
emancipate  him  is  not  liable  to  the  law,  although 
the  sentiment  of  all  around  him,  condemns  and 


abhors  his  sordid  career.      The  son,  who  in  the 
declinint'   years  of  his  father,  has  become  pos- 
sessed of  his  whole  property,  upon  the  understand- 
ing that  the  father  shall  be  cherished  and  sup- 
ported with  filial  tenderness  and  assiduity,  and 
who  yet  abandons  his  hoary  locks  and  woeworn 
features  to  poverty  and  wretchedness,  is  not  ob- 
noxious to  the  law,  though  he  merits  and  possesses 
the  reprobation  of  mankind;  is  disgraced  in  the 
estimation  of  the  honorable  and  virtuous,  and  is 
a  foul  transgressor  in  the  presence  of  his  Creator. 
Why  do  these  gross  violations  of  every  thing  sa- 
cred  in   paternal  affection   and   filial   duty,   pass 
without  legal  avengement  ?      It  is  because  the 
power  of  punishing  would  be  liable  to  abuse;  be- 
cause it  might,  in  some  cases,  endanger  the  lib- 
erty of  the  citizen.     We  therefore  content  our- 
selves with  leaving  these  violations  of  nature  and 
justice  to  the  reprehensions  of  public  sentiment. 
Christianity  enjoins  upon  us  the  duty  of  benevo- 
lence and  charity  towards  all  mankind  ;  yet,  who- 
ever seriously  regarded   such  an  injunction  as  a 
proper  subject  for  public  legislation  ?     It  is  upoa 
principles  such  as  I  have  mentioned,  that  I  would 
abolish  imprisonment  for  debt  in  every  possible 

form. 

Communicate  and  confirm  this  power,  and  you 
place  an  innocent  and  unfortunate  debtor  on  the 
i  same  ground  with  the  most  abandoned  swindler; 
!  the  line  of  demarcation  between  ri^ht  and  wrong, 
innocenceand  guilt,  completely  vanishes.  In  vindi- 
cation of  the  cruel  sybtem  which  it  is  my  wish  to 
expose,  we  are  told  that  its  evils  are  exaggerated, 
and  that  the  moral  sense  of  the  community  will 
shield  the  unfortunate  from  oppression.     But  who 
sees   not  that   this  very  apology,  while  it  honors 
the  public  feeling,  pours  disgrace  u^)on  the  law? 
To  ascertain  the  real  character  of  this  system,  we 
must  trace  the  consequences  that  would  follow  its 
1  rigid  execution.     I  ask,  then,  what  number  of  in- 
i  di^iduals  in  the  United  Slates  can  be  made  sub- 
jects of  imprisonment  for  debt?     1  answer,  all 
i  who  could  not  punctually  discharge  the  demands 
I  against  them,  including  the  wives  and  children, 
,  and  others  dependent  on  this  class  of  the  commu- 
nity.    I  presume  it  would  not  embrace  fewer  than 
a  million  of  souls.     Shall  such  a  body  of  freemen 
be  degraded  by  caprice,  or  ruined  by  malignity? 
If  such  be  the  case,  at  a  period  in  our  history, 
when  only  forty-seven  summers  have  beamed  upon 
our  independence,  and  our  population  amounting 
to  ten  millions,  what  must  be  our  condition  when 
our   population   shall   amount   to  fifty  millions? 
When  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Boston,  Balti- 
more, Charleston,  New  Orleans,  and  others  of  our 
cities,  shall  be  animated  with  the  bu.sy  pursuits  of 
a  million  in  each,  what  will  be  our  condition  un- 
der this  barbarous  system  ?    Imagination  shudders 
while  she  anticipates  the  result;  and  virtue,  be- 
nevolence, and  justice,  weep  and  frown.     But,  it 
has  been  said  tliat  the  evils  have  been  exagger- 
ated ;  few  instances  of  rigorous  oppression  occur 
in  our  courts  of  judicature.     Admit,  for  a  moment, 
that  this  is  the  fact;  does  this  forbid  our  investi- 
gation of  existing  evil  principles?     Allow  me  to 
suppose  that  a  solitary  individual  has  fallen,  or  is 
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liable  to  fall,  a  victim  to  the  unjust  laws  of  his 
country.  Is  his  affliction  to  be  disregarded  ?  Such 
is  not  the  constitution  of  Heaven,  whose  model 
we  can  never  too  much  imitate  and  accurately 
adopt.  No  consideration  is  too  minute  for  the 
condescension  and  superintendence  and  concern  of 
our  Heavenly  Father.  By  him  the  hairs  of  our 
head  are  all  numbered.  Even  the  flight  of  spar- 
rows, though  two  of  them  be  but  of  the  value  of 
a  farthing,  elude  not  his  providential  observance. 
I  ask,  in  language  derived  from  superhuman  au- 
thority, is  not  man  of  more  value  than  many 
sparrows?  It  is  a  notorious  fact  that  we  under- 
value the  solemn  duties  of  legislation.  By  the 
suffrages  of  the  people,  a  power  is  invested  in  us 
superior  to  every  thing  which  has  immortalized 
the  stern  Lycurgus  and  the  yielding  Solon ;  to 
exert  that  power  is  a  duty  which  the  people  rea- 
sonably expect,  and  which  every  generous  and 
enlightened  sentiment  of  the  heart  inculcates.  I 
have  before  me  record  evidence  of  the  evils  of  im- 
prisoning debtors,  which  would  chill  the  blood  of 
any  feeling  man.  It  might  turn  a  Nero  pale  and 
make  a  Caligula  shudder.  Why  do  any  of  as 
question  the  enormity  of  the  practice  which  we 
are  compelled  to  condemn  ?  Because  we  are  re- 
moved irom  the  scenes  of  misery.  Had  we  a 
Howard,  that  illustrious  measurer  and  reliever  of 
human  calamity,  among  us,  though  he  should 
possess  the  disposition,  lime  would  fail  him  to 
visit  our  abodes  of  authorized  misery.  An  au- 
thentic account  of  the  horrors  of  the  Spanish 
Inquisition,  for  three  hundred  and  fifty  years,  has 
recently  been  published  ;  during  that  period  thirty- 
one  thousand  three  hundred  and  sixty-five  persons 
have  been  burned  alive  without  offence;  eighteen 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-nine  have  been 
degraded  and  burnt  in  effigy;  two  hundred  and 
eighty  thousand  two  hundred  and  fourteen  have 
been  condemned  to  perpetual  imprisonment,  or  to 
the  infamous  galleys  of  this  holy  association,  con- 
stituting the  number  of  three  hundred  and  forty 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  twenty-one.  These 
savage  cruellies  were  confined  to  Old  Spain. 
They  embrace  not  her  vast  possessions  in  South 
America  and  other  parts  of  our  globe.  What 
eloquence  can  portray  the  silent  agony,  the  burst- 
ing groans  of  the  victims  of  this  heart-rending 
crueltv !  The  Spanish  nation  generally  were 
probably  ignorant  of  these  barbarous  measures, 
and  no  doubt  would  have  denied  their  existence; 
like  those  who  deny  the  evils  of  imprisonment  for 
debt,  the  Spaniards  knew  nothing  or  little  of  this 
extent  of  suffering.  Occasionally  a  near  and  af- 
fectionate relative  may  have  had  some  obscure 
idea  of  this  horrid  persecution.  The  watchful 
anxiety  of  some  kindred  spirit  may  have  heard 
the  unavailing  sigh,  the  expiring  pang  of  the  ago- 
nized victim;  but  these  were  lost  in  the  tumult  of 
the  world,  or  if  remembered,  remembered  only  to 
be  forgotten.  In  a  manner  analogous  to  this  the 
debtor  suffers  the  evils  of  imprisonment  in  these 
United  States.  We  accustom  ourselves  to  that 
species  of  apathy,  which,  having  ears,  hears  not. 
The  tear  of  desolation  drops  unobserved,  and  the 
visions  of  calamity  pass  away  like  a  dream.    The 


decision  of  a  court  of  justice  deposites  the  body  of 
a  patriot  in  the  gloom  of  a  jail,  merely  for  the  sin 
of  having  been  unfortunate,  and  of  all  his  animat- 
ing hopes  leaves  not  a  wreck  behind.  Few  are 
acquainted  with  his  misfortunes;  still  fewer  shed 
the  generous  tear  of  sympathy.  Taught  to  ven- 
erate the  decisions  of  the  judiciary,  and  the  ofl&- 
cers  of  justice,  the  hearts  of  his  fellow-citizens, 
not  more  worthy  than  himself,  welcome  the  hard- 
ness of  the  nether  mill-stone  and  the  adamant. 
In  this  way  the  march  of  tyranny  is  usually  silent, 
but  always  desolating. 

Let  Congress  violate  the  rights  of  an  individual, 
however  obscure,  what  would  be  the  consequence? 
The  thunder  of  loud  and  generous  indignation 
would  roar  from  the  rocks  of  Maine  to  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico;  from  the  blue  wave  of  the  Atlantic  to 
the  Pacific  ocean.  No  man  could  be  strong 
enough  in  the  affections  of  the  people  to  sustain 
himself  against  a  solitary  instance  of  individual 
oppression.  But,  let  the  vindictive  creditor  con- 
sign to  the  cell  his  unfortunate  debtor.  Let  him 
demand  manacles  and  fetters  ;  let  him  permit  life 
to  linger  on  hardened  bread  and  noxious  water, 
and  all  is  well ;  the  law  justifies  the  procedure; 
he  may  triumph  in  the  power  which  he  exercises, 
and  glory  in  the  idea  that  the  public  law  stands  a 
silent,  perhaps  a  smiling  s[)ectator  of  the  scene.  I 
console  myself  with  believing  that  this  nation  can 
feel  for  human  misery,  estimate  correctly  the  value 
of  freedom,  and  will  ultimately  select  proper  in- 
struments for  its  destruction.  In  the  town  of 
Boston,  consisting  of  a  population  of  fifty  thou- 
sand souls,  from  a  report  furnished  me  bv  a  re- 
spectable society  in  that  city,  I  have  the  affliction 
to  learn  that,  during  the  year  1820,  fourteen  hun- 
dred and  forty-two  persons  were  imprisoned  for 
debt ;  in  the  year  1821,  twei've  hundred  and  eighty- 
one  ;  and  in  the  three  quarters  of  the  year  1822, 
seven  hundred  and  sixty-nine  persons,  citizens  of 
our  Union — four  hundred  and  thirty  of  these  in- 
carcerated victims  were  females!  The  whole  num- 
ber imprisoned  during  this  period  amounted  to 
three  thousand  four  hundred  and  ninety-two; 
among  these,  two  thousand  and  eighty-four  per- 
sons were  hurried  into  prison  for  debts  under 
twenty  dollars.  The  aggregate  costs  of  these 
small  debts  exceeded  the  amount  of  the  debts 
themselves. 

I  have  read  with  much  interest  some  of  the  re- 
ports of  the  commissioners  who  were  appointed, 
at  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature  of  Massachu- 
setts, to  visit  the  various  prisons  in  the  State,  for 
the  humane  purpose  of  ascertaining  their  condi- 
tion, of  learning  whether  the  state  of  the  sufferers 
could  be  rendered  more  correspondent  with  the 
wish  of  humanity.  I  have  not  seen  a  consolidated 
report  of  this  subject ;  but,  from  reading  detached 
parts  in  the  Boston  papers,  I  have  observed  that 
debtors  were  confined  in  almost  every  prison. 
Males  and  females,  in  one  instance,  imprisoned  in 
the  same  room.  In  one  of  the  jails  the  felon  and 
debtor  were  confined  in  the  same  room ;  and,  in 
another,  the  debtors  enjoyed  one  comfortable  meal 
in  the  twenty-four  hours. 

I  am  giving  facts  relative  to  one  of  the  States 
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of  this  Union;  a  State  distinguished  for  patriot- 
ism; a  State  where  the  arts  and  sciences  arc 
flourishing;  a  State  remarkable  for  moral  im- 
provements and  for  piety ;  a  State,  m  fine,  that 
has  been  justly  denominated  the  Cradle  of  the 
Revolution. 

But  for  the  benevolence  of  a  society  in  Boston, 
and  the  humane  act  of  the  Legislature,  these  dis- 
closures would  never  have  been  made,  or,  if  made, 
would  have  been  pronounced  incredible.  I  men- 
tion not  these  facts  with  a  view  of  casting  the 
least  reproach  upon  the  good  people  of  Massachu- 
setts. No,  sir,  the  operation  ot  this  system  is  every 
where  the  same,  in  the  United  States  and  in 
Europe.  During  the  last  session  of  Congress, 
record  evidence  of  the  same  system  was  ofiered  in 
the  city  of  New  York,  and  the  result  was  the 
same.  The  prison  was  always  crowded  with 
debtors,  and,  although  peculiar  circumstencesmay 
sometimes  produce  a  temporary  relaxation  of  the 
severity  of  the  system,  yet,  so  long  as  confinement 
for  a  pecuniary  demand  is  legalized,  so  long  will 
your  strongholds  of  inhumanity  be  crowded  with 
the  children  of  misfortune  and  anguish  ;  the  Gor- 
gon of  misery  will  continue  to  grow  with  the 
march  of  time,  and  with  the  swell  of  population. 
Trust  no  man,  sir,  with  arbitrary  powt  r.  If  you 
do,  were  he  an  angel,  he  would  sink  himself  into 
a  tiend.  The  respectable  and  generous  society  in 
Boston,  to  which  I  have  alluded,  declares  that  the 
incarceration  of  these  three  thousand  four  hundred 
and  ninety  persons  involved  about  ten  thousand  in 
the  deepest  sorrow.  Here  is  nothing  like  exagger- 
ation. The  calculation  will  be  su>tained  in  the 
mind  of  every  man  who  permits  his  reflections  to 
trace  the  ramifications  of  society,  including  wife, 
children,  and  friends.  Asauming  this  view  as  the 
clue  for  our  calculaiion,  every  liberal  principle  of 
the  heart  becomes  paralyzed  while  it  unavoidably 
beholds  the  multitudes  ot  free  citizens  of  our  Union 
who  have  bedewed  their  pillows  with  the  tears  of 
aflliction.  How  many  have  been  injured  and  de- 
graded by  this  barbarous  custom  since  the  termi- 
nation of  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain  I 

The  debtor,  sunk  beneath  the  elevation  of  man, 
may  in  vain  utter  his  importunate  request — have 
patience  with  me.  and  I  will  pay  thee  all.  Had 
he  been  permitted  to  have  pursued  his  avocations, 
by  industry,  frugality,  and  the  blessings  of  Heaven, 
he  would  have  emerged  from  his  wretchedness; 
he  might  ultimately  have  discharged  every  right- 
eous demand,  and  have  terminated  the  career  of 
life  with  credit  and  honor.  But,  no,  sir,  while 
the  humane  creditor  would  willingly  indulge, 
avarice  marches  forward  as  unfeeling  as  malig- 
nity, grasps  after  all,  and  delivers  him  to  the  offi- 
cers of  the  law,  who  confine  him  to  prison,  and 
complete  his  ruin.  Still,  sir,  we  believe  the  evils 
exaggerated.  I  have  been  taught  to  believe  that 
morality  was  the  basis  of  legislation,  and  that 
fearful  denunciations  are  uttered  against  sins  of 
omission  as  well  as  sins  of  commission.  It  is  a 
solemn  duty  to  reflect  upon  our  accountability  to 
God,  as  well  as  to  our  constituents.  I  recollect 
that  Azariah,  a  king  of  Judah,  is  said  to  have 
done  that  which  was  right  in  the  sight  of  the 


Lord,  according  to  all  that  his  fathers  had  done. 
But  the  high  places  were  not  removed  ;  the  people 
sacrificed  and  burnt  incense  upon  the  high  places. 
The  angry  majesty  of  Heaven  smote  the  King,  so 
that  he  was  a  leper  unto  the  day  of  his  death. 
We  have  reason  to  rejoice  in  the  blessings  pur- 
chased with  the  blood  of  our  fathers.  Let  us  be 
grateful  for  their  transmission ;  let  us  preserve 
them  inviolate.  Liberty  of  conscience,  liberty  of 
speech,  liberty  of  the  pres.s,  trial  by  jury,  the  right 
of  personal  liberty,  and  personal  security;— these 
are  inestimable  immunities. 

But  let  not  their  brightness  dazzle  us.  Let  us 
walk  in  these  charming  paths.  But  let  us  a>k 
ourselves  if  there  is  nothing  left  for  us  to  do  ?  Are 
there  no  high  places  undemolished  ?  No  sacrifice, 
no  incense  to  Moloch  unsuppressed  ? 

We  should  not  forget  the  animating,  the  expir- 
ing accents  of  a  prophet.  He  that  ruleth  over 
men  must  be  just,  ruling  in  the  fear  of  God  :  And 
he  shall  be  as  the  light  of  the  morning,  when  the 
sun  riseth  ;  even  as  a  morning  without  clouds. 
We  are  indebted  to  our  Anglo  Saxon  ancestors, 
more  than  to  any  other  nation  or  people  on  earth, 
for  the  assertion  of  liberty,  and  for  the  vital  prin- 
ciples of  representative  Government.  Talk  not 
of  the  sanction  of  antiquity,  of  the  veneration  due 
to  former  times,  when  you  deliver  to  the  custody 
of  the  law  a  poor  unfortunate  debtor.  Antiquity 
is  against  the  measure,  as  far  as  respects  our  an- 
cestors. Look  into  English  history,  you  will  dis- 
cover that  the  practice,  which  charity  condemns, 
was  introduced  by  judicial  countenance  and  usur- 
pation. At  the  period  of  the  overthrow  of  the 
Saxon  Heptarchy  by  Egbert,  first  King  of  Eng- 
land, such  profound  respect  was  entertained  for 
the  personal  liberty  of  the  citizen,  that  no  man 
could  sufl'er  imprisonment  in  civil  actions,  and  in 
no  case,  except  fur  otfences  against  the  penal  code. 
In  all  cases  of  arrests  the  peace  of  the  kingdom 
must  have  been  disturbed  by  violence  and  out- 
rage. Such  was  the  undisgraced,  the  happy  con- 
dition of  society,  in  this  respect,  for  many  cen- 
turies. 

This  liberty  was  confirmed  by  the  wise  admin- 
istration and  public  institutions  of  the  illustrious 
Alfred.  In  process  of  time,  however,  while  the 
kingdom  was  harassed  by  Danish  invasions,  and 
the  eruptions  of  other  Northern  Powers,  creditors, 
and  the  mercenary  officers  of  the  courts  of  judi- 
cature of  that  day,  contrived  to  induce  the  judges 
to  issue  such  civil  process  as  to  subject  the  debtor 
in  civil  actions,  to  imprisonment.  This  was  the 
first  step  towards  the  introduction  of  a  system 
which  has  extended  its  baleful  influence  to  every 
civil  transaction,  whether  accompanied  with  force 
or  fraud,  or  exempt  from  the  imputation  of  either. 
Then  were  tho^e  legal  chains  begun  to  be  forged 
which  have  compressed  the  withered  limbs  of  the 
unhappy  debtor.  Until  the  Norman  conquest, 
this  jealousy  for  personal  liberty  beat  strong  in 
every  bosom.  William  the  Conqueror  introduced 
the  tyranny  of  the  feudal  .system,  and  labored  to 
toll  a  curfew  that  should  put  out  all  the  fires  of 
personal  independence.  He  depressed  the  con- 
quered Saxons,  and  elevated  his  Norman  follow- 
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ers  by  giving  them  large  landed  estates  and  ex- 
tensive political  power. 

It  was  not,  however,  until  the  long  reign  of 
Henry  III.  that  Parliament  formally  established 
the  system  of  imprisonment  in  civil  cases.     And 
what  was  the  object  of  this  first  statute  ?   what 
the  extent  of  the  principle  ?     It  was  first  estab- 
lished in  favor  of  the  Barons  alone,  against  the 
bailiffs  or  receivers  of  their  rents.     Who  were 
these  Barons  ?    They  constituted  the  entire  nobil- 
ity, tne  landed  aristocracy  of  the  kingdom.    They 
constituted   one  powerl'ul  branch  of  the  National 
Legislature.     They  were   the   House  of  Lords. 
The  law  was  at  first  limited  and  guarded.     A 
bailiflf  could  not  be  taken  into  the  custody  of  law 
unless  he  had  not  only  received  money,  but  had 
absconded,  and    had  refused  to   account   for  or 
liquidate  the  amount  in  his  possession,  by  a  regu- 
lar settlement.     If  this  were  done,  whether  able 
to  pay  fully  or  not,  his  body  was  held  sacred  and 
his  liberty  secure.     If  the  bailiffs  or  collectors  had 
real  estate,  however  small,  upon  which  the  pro- 
cess of  attachment  could  operate,  his  body  could 
not  be  arrested  for  a  moment;  a  violation  of  his 
personal  independence  would   have    subjected  a 
Baron  to  heavy  damages.     Ultimately,  however, 
the  Court  and   Barons,  and  the   officers  of  the 
law  prevailed,  and  the  body  was  made  liable  to 
unconditional  imprisonment  and  chains.     Here, 
sir,  IS  another  proof,  if  evidence  were  at  all  want- 
ing, of  the  superior  power  of  wealth  and  political 
privii  'ge  over  poverty  and  misfortune.     The  court 
and  the  creditors  found  their  account  in  the  harsh- 
est measures.     They  found  that,  by  extreme  rigor, 
though  one  party  was  ruined,  theirs  was  the  pro- 
lit.     By  slow  degrees,  this  system  continued  to 
advance.     In  the  succeeding  reign  of  Edward  I.  ! 
this  principle  was  extended  to  merchants  against  , 
iheir  debtors,  for  tiie  purpose  of  elevating  them 
in  .society,  and,  by  such  elevation,  counteracting, 
in  some  degree,  the  influence  of  the  Barons,  which  i 
had  become  dangerous  and  alarming ;  so  much 
so,  that  it  held  monarchy  itself  in  check,  and  even 
threatened  the   destruction  of  regal  power.     In  ; 
the  reign  of  Edward  III.  this  horrid  system  was 
enlarged  so  as  to  embrace  actions  in  general  of  i 
debt  and  detinue.     One  hundred  and  fifty  years  i 
after,  under  the  reign  of  Henry  V'll.,  the  circle  j 
was  completed.     Violence  and  disaster,  breach  of  j 
trust  and  sheer  misfortune,  were  crimes,  in  the  ! 
estimation  of  the  law,  ot  equal  enormity.     Dur-  ! 
ing  the  struggle  for  power  on  the  part  of  the  court- 1 
and  the  creditors,  let  it  be  recollected  that  bail  | 
was  not  allowed,  even  upon  mesne  process.    With-  ! 
out  previous  notice  by  summons,  the  capias  being  ! 
issued  as  the  first  step  in  an  action,  the  debtor  was  I 
taken  into  immediate  custody,  and  committed  to  j 
close  jail,  without  the  means  cf  making  terms  I 
with  his  creditor,  or  employing  any  exertions  to  I 
meet  the  sum  demanded.     In  the  power  of  his 
creditor,  a  mere  equal  with  himself,  seized  by  the  ! 
throat,  he  was  doomed  to  the  most  cruel  bond- 
age, and  the  most  exorbitant  exactions. 

This  usurped  power  was  employed  with  so 
much  abominable  rigor,  and  to  such  a  shameful 
extent,  that  the  prisons  were  literally  crowded. 


In  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.,  bail  was  permitted 
on  mesne  process.     It  was  thus  allowed  at  the 
commencement  of  a  suit  until  judgment  was  ob- 
tained.    Then  the  poor  debtor  might  be  confined 
for  life.     It  was  in  the  power,  and  was  frequently 
the  practice,  of  his  adversary,  to  pronounce  the 
sentence,  as  his  victim  entered  the  cell — thou  shall 
by  no  means  come  out  thence  until  thou  hast  paid 
the  utmost  farthing.     Does  a  system  like  this  de- 
serve universal  abhorrence?     It  is  the  system  of 
the  present  day,  with  some  modification.     So  fre- 
quently have  the  jails  in  England  been  filled  with 
insolvents  that  it  has  become  necessary  to  empty 
them  by  special  acts  of  Parliament.     A  general 
jail  delivery  has  effected  what  avarice  would  have 
forever  prevented.     In  the  British  annals  we  have 
accounts  of  the  establishment  of  benevolent  socie- 
ties for  the  relief  of  these  hapless  men  and  women. 
One  of  these  societies,  established  in  London  in 
1772,  in  a  period  of  eighteen  years,  with  the  sum 
of  twenty-six  thousand  six  hundred  pounds  ster- 
ling, rescued  from  wo  and  thraldrom  eleven  thou- 
sand five  hundred  and  forty-three  persons.     These 
had   seven   thousand   one    hundred   and   twelve 
wives,  and  twenty-one  thousand  five  hundred  and 
thirty-one  children,  making  forty  thousand  one 
hundred  and  eighty-six  persons  immediate  par- 
takers of  this  cup  of  affliction.     These  were  re- 
leased, not  by  the  humanity,  not  by  the  righteous- 
ness of  the  law,  but  by  this  honorable  and  benevo- 
lent institution.     The  amount  paid  would  average 
about  three  pounds  for  each  individual  released. 
In   every  instance   the  society   made   strict  in- 
quiry into  the  causes  which  had   involved   the 
prisoners,  and  communicated  relief  only  where 
misfortune,  not  crime,  had  produced  the  insol- 
vency.    Thus,  eleven  thousand  five  hundred  and 
forty-three  honest,  industrious,  virtuous,  but  unfor- 
tunate men,  were  deprived  of  liberty  ;  seven  thou- 
sand one  hundred  and  twelve  females,  wives  of 
the  imprisoned,  were  reduced  to  want  and  wretch- 
edness;'and   twenty-one  thousand  five  hundred 
and  thirty-one  children  abandoned  to  starvation 
or ;  profligacy.     Where  is  the  man  that  can  hear 
this  story  and  feel  not  his  blood  curdle  within 
him  1     And  yet  England  can  boast  of  her  free- 
dom, the  rectitude  of  her  policy,  the  divinity  of 
her  religion  !     We  also  profess  to  be  Christians ; 
we  profess  to  love  our  lellow  men  ;  and  how  do 
we  apologize  for  this  foul  blot  ?     We  boast  of  our 
insolvent  laws,  which  approve  not  of  perpetual 
imprisonment.     What  if  we  allow  that  these  laws 
impart  some  relief  to  the  system  of  its  desolating 
character,  its  vindictive  temper  ?    By  the  Frank- 
lin rod,  the  habitation  of  the  debtor  may  be  pro- 
tected from  the  lightning  of  Heaven;  but,  alas! 
he  has  no  rod  that  can  secure  him  from  the  more 
angry  flashes,  the  roar  of  his  unrelenting  foe. 

After  such  a  development,  if  we  can  deny  the 
demoralizing  tendency  of  this  system  ;  if  we  can 
deny  the  barbarous  cruelty  of  investing  the  credi- 
tor with  power  over  the  debtor;  if  we  can  deny 
that  such  an  arrangement  is  subversive  of  civil 
liberty,  though  one  were  to  rise'  from  the  dead, 
and  speak  with  the  tongue  of  an  angel,  we  should 
not  believe.     It  is  our  duty  to  relieve  the  dis- 
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tressed;  to  weep  over  the  sorrow;?  of  our  fdlow- 
creaiur'es ;  to  contemplate  the  prison;  to  wing 
home  to  our  own  bosoms  its  horrors.  There 
stands  the  half  broken  jug  of  feculent  water  ; 
there  the  mouldy  crust,  the  bed  of  straw.  There 
is  the  sepulchre  which  entombs  the  living;  there 
the  soul  broken  with  affliction,  the  soul  on  which 
despair,  like  the  worm  that  never  dies,  is  perpetu- 
ally feeding.  There  is  the  dungeon  where  no  pale 
of  distinction  is  raised  between  the  idle,  the  ex- 
travagant, the  swindler,  the  felon,  the  assassin,  and 
the  industrious,  the  economical,  the  honest,  but 
unfortunate  child  of  sorrow.  There  are  the  ac- 
cursed bars  which  separate  him  from  the  wife  of  his 
bosom,  from  his  precious  suffering  babes,  from  his 
friends,  from  every  thiijg  which  makes  life  worth 
possessing.  Seeat  the  do^stands  insatiable  avarice, 
with  sunken  eye,  his  keys  clanking  at  his  waist, 
and  his  iron  mace  on  his  shoulder.  No  supplica- 
tions of  a  distracted  wife,  no  tattered  garments  on 
shivering  children,  can  excite  one  emotion  of  pity, 
one  feeling  of  remorse. 

And  shall  we,  who  have  the  power  to  relieve 
the  captive,  and  to  bind  up  the  broken  hearted,  sit 
in  complete  insensibility  7  Shall  we  pronounce 
these  dreadful  realities  the  mere  phantoms  of  the 
imagination  ?  What  are  the  causes  which,  above 
all  others,  produce  and  secure  the  prosperity  of 
nations?  Sir,  they  are  personal  liberty  and  per- 
sonal security.  The  selfish  principle  in  man  must 
be  regulated.  Inordinate  ambition  is  restrained 
by  the  Constitution  and  by  the  laws  ;  but  you  give 
an  unnatural  impulse  to  sordid  principles  by  arm- 
ing it  with  the  extraordinary  power  of  vilifying  a 
fellow-citizen  by  placing  him  in  confinement  for 
debt. 

"  I  cannot  tell  what  you  and  other  men 
Think  of  this  life ;  but,  for  my  single  self, 
I  had  as  iief  not  be,  as  live  to  be 
In  awe  of  such  a  thing  as  I  myself." 

The  love  of  liberty,  sir,  is  implanted  in  every 
bosom.     The  deposite  is  safe.     It  can  never  be 
exterminated.     It  must  endure  as  long  as  the  high 
pillars  of  Heaven.     The  condition  of  the  enslaved 
may  suppress,  for  a  while,  the  sacred  passion.     It 
may  cover  it  with  ashes,  but  those  very  ashes  will 
preserve  it.     Sir,  I  have  visited  Boston.     I  have 
seen  the  monument,  thrown  up  by  the  hand  and 
heart  of  patriotism,  in  memory  of  Warren,  and 
the  brave  men  who  fell  at  his  side,  on  Bunker's 
Hill.     I  have  read,  with  admiration  and  ecstasy, 
of  the  courage  of  our  heroes  at  the  bloody  battle 
of  Stillwater,  when  Burgoyne  was  compelled  to 
submit  to  the  arms  of  freemen.     I  have  reflected 
on  the  sufferings,  the  sacrifices  of  the  men  who 
achieved  our  independence.     In   imagination,  I 
bave  visited  the  powerful  works  which  they  have 
.  carried  by  storm.     I  see  them  bleeding— dying- 
yet  shouting  in  the  embrace  of  victory  and  death. 
I  bave  asked  myself,  what  is  the  cause,  the  im- 
pulse, the  motive  of  this  self-devotion,  and  have 
never  been  at  a  loss  for  an  answer.     It  was  the 
love  of  liberty.     The  passion  is  not  like  the  cen- 
tral attraction  of  our  earth,  pulling  every  thing  to- 
wards Itself,  but  like  the  sun   in   the  Heavens, 
pouring  on  every  side  life  and  joy.     It  is  a  pas- 


sion that  embraces  the  welfare  of  our  own  coun- 
try and  of  all  mankind.  With  such  ideas  before 
me,  I  have  involuntarily  exclaimed — Is  it  possible 
that  this  holy  treasure  shall  be  taken  away  from 
its  possessor,  without  crime,  merely  for  a  pecuni- 
ary obligation,  whfch  misfortune  alone  has  pre- 
vented him  from  discharging?  No  man  in  the 
Union  is  unexposed  to  the  shameful  degradation: 
no  matter  what  have  been  his  public  services, 
what  his  private  virtues,  how  often  he  has  dis- 
lodged the  cannon  of  the  enemy  of  his  country, 
that  he  might,  at  least,  have  the  privilege  of  liv- 
ing a  freeman.  I  have  known  instances  where 
soldiers  of  the  Revolution  have  been  imprisoned 
upon  mesne  process,  as  well  as  upon  execution 
after  judgment. 

It  is  not  to  be  disguised  that,  notwithstanding 
this  blot  on  our  national  character,  we  are  the 
most  free,  the  most  happy  |)eople  on  earth.     But 
what  is  this  freedom,  what  this  happiness,  to  the 
wretch  who  is  doomed  to  dishonor  and  insult,  to 
imprisonment  and  ruin,  without  the  least  violation 
of  the  penal  code  of  his  country,  or  of  the  moral 
law  of  Heaven.     It  was  devotion  to  liberty  that 
prompted  Algernon  Sydney  to  write  against  the 
divine  right  of  Kings,  for  which  service  he  was 
beheaded.     It  was  the  same  fine  temj)er  which 
induced  the  virtuous  Riego  to  contend   for  the 
Spanish  Constitution,  for  which    he   suffered  a 
death  ignominious   in   the  estimation  of  Kings, 
but   most    glorious    in   the    view   of   every   en- 
lightened Republican.     In  the  trying  hour,  it  was 
a  consolation  to  these  distinguished  patriots,  that 
they  fell  by  the  stroke  ot  a  tyrant's  rod,  and  that 
posterity  would  do  them  justice.     It  is  the  same 
spirit  which  inspires  the  soldier,  in  a  country  that 
dares  be  free,  to  suffer  every  hardship,  to  face  the 
fiercest  danger;  but  we  are  not  sustained  by  the 
same  cheering  anticipations,   since   we   are   de- 
stroyed by  that  very  country  whose  heart's  blood> 
we  have  resolved  shall  continue  to  flow.     To  ihe^ 
sufferer,  it  is  the  same  as  if  he  were  the  victim  of 
the  despotism  of  the  crescent,  or  a  vassal  of  the 
Holy  Alliance.     The  unpitied  mortal  may  say, 
"Alas  for  me — I  have  no  country!"     The  resolu- 
tion which  the  terrors  of  the  tented  field,  which 
the  rattle  of  musketry,  and  the  thunder  of  cannon 
could  not  shake,  expires  within  him.     The  soldier, 
the  man,  is  entirely  lost.     A  blameless  life  has  no 
shield  for  him.     Misfortune  would  plead,  but  she 
is  told,  by  inexorable  judges,  the  case  is  hopeless. 
Humanity  would  vindicate  his  cause,  but  the  law 
has  fixed  his  doom.     His  sorrows  deepen,  and  he 
has  no  hope  for  relief  but  such  as  death  can  sup- 
ply.    He  casts  his  despondent  eye  on  the  grave — 
"There  the   wicked    cease   from   troubling,    and 
'  there  the  weary  are  at  rest.     There  the  prisoners 
'  rest  together — they  hear  not  the  voice  of  the  op- 
'  pressor.     There  the  servant  is  free  from  his  raas- 
'  ter.     Wherefore  is  the  light  given  to  him  that  is 
'  in  misery,  and  life  to  the  bitter  in  soul?  which 
'  long  for  death  and  it  conieth  not,  and  dig  for  it 
'more  than  for  hidden  treasures;  which  rejoice 
'  exceedingly  and  are  glad  when  they  can  find  the 
'  grave '' 

We  have  already,  in  some  degree,  traced  the 
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origin  of  this  man-destroying  system.  It  is  the 
offspring  of  a  barbarous  age — the  enslaving  in- 
strument of  wealth,  associated  with  the  love  of 
power,  and  with  principles  base  and  sordid.  We 
have  seen  that  it  was  first  adopted  in  England,  to 
ffratify  the  privileged  orders — the  Barons — the 
landed  aristocracy  of  the  country.  To  this  day 
the  nobility  are  exempt  from  liability  to  imprison- 
ment for  any  pecuniary  claims  against  them.  It 
is  the  yeomanry  of  every  country  who  feel  the 
strokes  of  despotism — the  laboring  and  virtuous 
class,  upon  whose  industry  and  virtue  the  commu- 
nity must  ultimately  depend  for  safety.  In  the 
early  ages  of  mankind,  the  ill-fated  debtor  was 
subject  to  absolute  and  perpetual  slavery,  together 
with  his  innocent  wife  and  unoffending  children. 
In  England  we  can  distinctly  trace  the  progress 
of  this  hateful  insult  on  every  thing  generous  and 
good. 

For  many  centuries  imprisonment  was  re- 
stricted to  such  as  were  convicted  of  hi^h  crimes 
and  misdemeanors.  It  was  then  extended  to  all 
civil  cases,  where,  in  fact  or  in  law,  force  or  vio- 
lence had  been  used.  It  was  then  extended  to  the 
Barons,  in  reference  to  their  stewards,  bailiffs,  and 
receivers  of  rents,  as  for  a  breach  of  trust  or  pre- 
tended fraud;  and  at  last  was  employed  in  cases 
without  discrimination. 

Permit  me,  sir,  to  cj^ll  your  attention  to  another 
radical  innovation,  in  civil  proceedings,  in  favor 
of  the  creditor,  and  ao^ainst  the  debtor.     In  the 
early  periods  of  English  liberty,  the  body  was  not 
only  exempt  from  capias  and  imprisonment,  but 
every  plaintiff  was  subject  to  summons  alone.     If 
the  debtor  did  not  appear,  an  attachment,  or  dis- 
tringas^ was  issued  against  his  estate.     The  credi- 
tor or  plaintiff  was  required,  in  every  instance,  as  a 
{)revious  condition,  to  give  bond  and  security  that 
le  would  prosecute  his  suit  with  effect,  ana  that 
the  action  was  neither  groundless  nor  malicious. 
It  was  required  that  no   man  should  attempt  to 
prostitute  the  power  of  court  to  gratify  his  revenue, 
or  to  prosecute  such  as  were  entitled  to  equal  priv- 
ileges with  himself.     But  the  courts,  without  any 
legislative  act,  dispensed  with  the  subpoena  and 
distringas,  which  operated  against  the  estate  of  the 
defendant,  and  made  the  capias,  by  which  the 
body  was  taken  into  custody  at  the  commencement 
of  the  suit — dispensing  w^ith  the  pledges  of  prosecu- 
tion or  sureties  against  a  groundless  or  malicious 
action.     By  this  judicial  contrivance  a  total  rev- 
olution was  effected,  in  civil  proceedings,  furnish- 
ing  the  courts  with  power  against  the  personal 
liberty  of  the  debtor,  that  knew  no  restraint.    And 
yet,  sir,  it  is  considered  unreasonable  by  some,  that 
we  should  dispense  with  bail  on  mesne  process. 
A  creditor,  without   being  bound   for  costs,  may 
institute  a  prosecution  or  action.      He  may  do 
more — he  'may  prostitute  the  power  of  the  court, 
for  the  purpose  of  gratifying  his  malignant  spirit, 
by  holding  the  debtor  to  bail  previous  to  his  trial ; 
a  usage  at  which  humanity  must  blush;  a  usage 
which  it  would  seem  to  require  the  most  accom- 
plished vice  to  employ.     If  the  debtor  should  be  so 
afflicted  as  not  to  be  able  to  obtain  bail,  he  must 
languish  in  jail  until  his  trial.     He  may  then  ob- 


tain a  judgment  in  his  favor,  and  his  costs  not  se- 
cured to  him. 

Is  this  equality?  Is  this  justice?  It  is  such 
justice,  such  equality,  that  our  country  should  be 
ashamed  of.  I  ask,  if  the  plaintiff  have  free  ac- 
cess to  our  courts,  without  a  pledge,  or  any  species 
of  restraint,  is  it  not  fairly  and  honestly  correct  to 
release  the  debtor  from  all  bail  and  exposure  to 
imprisonment,  until  at  least  a  judgment  shall  pass 
against  him  ?  It  isof  no  force  to  urge  that  a  creditor 
may  lose  his  claim.  It  is  a  paramount  consideration 
that,  in  many  cases,  an  innocent  man  may  suffer 
a  loss  of  liberty,  without  trial,  and  by  the  sugges- 
tion of  a  temper  wholly  malign.  In  theory,  our 
Government  recognises  an  equality  of  rights;  but, 
in  the  present  case,  the  theory  is  grossly  violated. 
We  admit  of  no  privileged  orders.  The  Constitu- 
tion expressly  denounces  such  orders.  Call  the  peo- 
ple what  you  please,  patricians  or  plebeians,  lords  or 
commons,  only  let  them  be  equal,  and  free  from 
subjection  to  unmerited  degradation.  If  the  no- 
bility of  England  exist,  without  being  subject  to 
a  system  of  shameful  imprisonment,  why  may  not 
the  people  of  the  United  States  flourish  and  pros- 
per under  a  similar  exemption? 

It  is  an  interesting  employment  for  the  mind 
to  contemplate  the  moral  improvement  of  our  spe- 
cies, and  to  develope  the  causes  which  advance 
or  retard  it.  In  all  ages,  nations  bave  more  or 
less  believed  that  a  conflict  exists  between  a  good 
and  an  evil  principle  in  the  world.  We  cannot 
deny  that,  at  the  present  crisis,  a  mighty  struggle 
is  going  on  between  those  who  are  engaged  in 
diuusing  the  light  of  science,  and  diffusing  the 
moral  faculties  of  our  race,  and' those  who  are  en- 
deavoring to  keep  stationary  the  human  intellect, 
or  to  impart  to  it  a  retrograde  motion. 

The  family  of  man  is  estimated  to  be  eight  hun- 
dred millions.     Christendom  is  supposed  to  con- 
tain two  hundred  millions;  one-half  of  whom,  we 
may  conclude,  are  under  the  benign'  influence  of 
the  Christian  religion.     Multitudes  of  these  are 
peculiarly  devoted  to  the  service  of  civilizing  and 
(in  a  moral  view)  improving  mankind;  and,  in 
their  various  benevolent  and  religious  institutions, 
assuming   names  which   are  applicable  to   their 
particular  objects.     It  is  concluded,  that,  at  no 
period  since  the  creation,  have  so  many  excellent 
men   been  employed   in  this   illustrious  project. 
Human  character  may  be  exalted  by  grand  discov- 
eries in  physical  science,  yet  the  moral  improve- 
ment of  man  is  of  importance  infinitely  higher. 
The   former   may   render   us    more  wise — more 
learned  ; — but  by  the  latter  we  shall  become  more 
virtuous — more  happy.     It  is  the  sacred  duty  of 
all  to  unite  in  this  illustrious  cause,  and  of  each  to 
act  well  his  part  in  this  interesting  theatre.    This 
view  of  the  condition  of  man  imposes  the  obliga- 
tion to  rescue  him  from  every  calamity  that  we 
possibly  can ;  to  meliorate  his  general  condition, 
by  securing  that  independence  and  freedom  invio- 
late, which  ought  never  to  be  forfeited  by  any  other 
than  criminal  considerations.     If  we  refuse  this 
service,  we  unite  with  the  enemies  of  our  species. 
We  cherish  the  spirit  of  the  Holy  Alliance  itself, 
and    invigorate  the  arm   of  the  monarchs  and 
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tyrants  of  the  earth,  who  have  formed  a  most  di- 
abolical association  for  the  purpose  of  degrading 
the  human  character,  and  binding  the  oppressed 
with  everlasting  chains. 

The  formidable  combination  to  which  I  allude 
has  already  become  almost  invincible.  It  has 
navies  and  armies  at  its  command  ;  all  the  privi- 
leged orders  are  worshipping  this  beast ;  emissa- 
ries and  informers,  false  accusers,  superstitious 
rites,  religious  bigotry,  prisons,  dungeons,  tortures; 
all  the  instruments  of  cruelty  whicn  gold  and  sil- 
ver can  supply, — are  levied  into  its  service.  The 
system  of  imprisonment  for  debt  constitutes  a  part 
of  this  formidable  array  against  liberal  principles 
and  the  rights  of  man.  By  the  omission  of  our 
duty,  we  advance  the  system  which  we  profess 
to  condemn. 


Human  character  is  susceptible  of  high  eleva- 
tion. This  fact  the  pa^e  ot  history  abundantly 
illustrates.  The  public  laws  should  have  a  direct 
tendency  to  encourage  and  reward  virtue  and 
honor — to  make  every  citizen  proud  of  being  an 
American.  Sustain  his  dignity,  and  you  willfind 
that  he  will  fly  to  the  hottest  post  of  danger  in 
the  defence  of  his  country.  His  scars  will  be  his 
pride.  The  approbation  of  an  enli|htened  and 
generous  public  will  be  esteemed  infinitely  more 
honorable  than  Isthmian  or  Olympian  wreaths. 
Our  progress  in  the  science  of  morals,  and  in  the 
science  of  government,  has  been  splendid  ;  but  I 
ask,  sir,  have  we  arrived  at  that  perfection  that 
should  make  us  content  to  be  stationary  ?  I  am 
no  friend  to  airy  speculation^ — to  schemes  that 

are  visionary;— but  I  wish  the  reform  of  abuses 

the  correction  of  erroneous  principles — which  still 
remain  a  part  of  our  political  institutions.  Phi- 
losophers and  statesmen  have  denounced  impris- 
onment for  debt;  they  have  declared  the  measure 
unnatural  and  barbarous  ;  yet  the  principles  of 
freedom  have  not  been  able  to  destroy  it.  The 
rich  are  too  strong  for  the  poor— the  nobility  for 
the  yeomanry.  The  system  is,  in  a  small  degree, 
relaxed  in  our  hapny  land,  yet  its  form  continues 
hideous.  It  is  still  a  whirlwind,  bringin-T  deso- 
ation  in  its  train.  ' 

But,  it  will  be  told  us.  sir,  that  the  accomplish- 
ment of  our  wishes  will  be  the  destruction  of 
credit.  Let  me  demand  of  the  objector,  whether 
this  can  be  a  misfortune?  Happy  is  that  coun- 
try where  credit  is  restrained  ;  where  its  basis  is 
personal  confidence  in  moral  worth  and  the  integ- 
rity of  virtue.  Honorable  industry  would  then 
be  universally  pursued;  nations  would  never  be- 
come insolvent,  and  misfortune  would  enjoy  a 
broad  and  glorious  shield.  Abolish  the  infamous 
system ;  set  bounds  to  the  eagerness  of  specula- 
tions; and  a  most  happy  chanire  will  be  pro- 
duced. Of  all  the  miseries  which  can  exist  in 
tree  btates,  the  inordinate  passion  for  wealth  is 
the  most  alarming.  Entirely  to  check  it.  ra.crht 
be  impossible,  lest  the  spirit  of  enterprise  become 

tn^^t  ;.  X'k  "°'^'"?  •'  '°  Jangerous  and  hos- 
Ule  to  the  liberties  ot  society,  as  to  place,  for  a 
moment,  the  personal  freedom  of  one  citiien  at 
the  discretion  of  another.    Such  conduct  is  the 


I  disgrace  of  legislation.     It  is  unnecessary,  unwise, 
unrighteous. 

In  the  criminal  code,  a  radical  change  has  been 
effected.  Experience  has  demonstrated  that  se- 
verity and  cruelty  prevent  not  the  perpetration  of 
crime;  and  that  the  substitution  of  mildness,  in 
punishment,  produces  the  most  efficacious  result*. 
The  sanguinary  code  of  Draco  prepared  the  way 
for  the  humane  laws  of  Solon.  Instead  of  the 
horrid  catalogue  of  crimes  in  England,  two  hun- 
dred of  whicn  are  punished  with  death,  we  have 
substituted  the  gentler  system  of  solitary  confine- 
ment, of  hard  labor  for  a  term  of  years,  while 
capital  punishment,  in  some  of  the  States,  is  re- 
stricted to  murder  of  the  first  degree,  and  in  oth- 
drs,  about  to  be  totally  abolished.  The  wisdom 
of  the  measure  is  uiquestionable.  The  progress 
of  intellect  and  experience  is  producing  an  entire 
change  in  the  character  and  condition  of  man. 

In  place  of  the  ridiculous  ordeal  of  fire  and 
water,   we    have  an    honorable    trial    by  jury. 
Changes  in  the  civil  code  have  been  no  less  re- 
markable.    Excepting    the    relic   of   barbarism, 
which,  I  trust,  the   exalted    sense   and   humane 
feeling  of  this  House  will  forever  banish  from  our 
Union,  we  may  be  said  to  have  revived  the  golden 
age.     On  the  question  before  us,  the  voice  of  the 
people  demands  respect.    Their  sentiment  is  unan- 
imous.    But  for  the  hesitation  of  legislators,  it 
would   be   banished   eternally  from   our   statute 
j  books.     Some  of  our  States  have,  by  their  own 
I  acts,  testified  their   deliberate   sentiment  on  the 
subject.     Kentucky  and  North  Carolina  have  led 
the  way,  and  others  will  assuredly  follow.     Let 
the  public  voice  of  the  National  Council  be  heard 
on  the  subject,  and  the  wilderness  will  suddenly 
be  transformed  into  a  fruitful  field. 

It  has  been   urged,  as  a  reason  for  not  acting, 
that  the  iurisdiction  of  the  Federal  courts  is  ex- 
tremely limited.     The  district  court  may  lake  cog- 
nizance of  all  cases  above  five  hundred  dollars, 
without  any  condition,  and  even  of  smaller  sums, 
provided  the  plaintiff  will  pay  the  cost  of  suit. 
In  the  West,  this  practice  prevails.     The  district 
courts  have  charge  of  all  cases  of  admiralty  and 
maritime  jurisdiction,  and  in  these  they  proceed, 
according   to   the  laws  of  foreign  courts,   with- 
out rej^ard  to  the  execution  laws  of  the   State 
in  which   the  court   is  located.     Here,  without 
trial  by  jurv,  the  personal  liberty  of  the  citizen  is 
subject  to  the  process  of  the  court.     The  district 
court,  besides,  constitutes  our  court  of  exchequer, 
and  has   cognizance  of  all  revenue  bonds,  and 
various  other  demands  against  individuals,  arising 
from  the  several  departments  of  Government. 

But  it  has  been  said  that  the  courts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  are  governed  by  the  execution  laws  of 
each  separate  State.  This,  sir,  is  a  mistake. 
The  act  of  Congress  passed  in  1789.  declares  "  that 
the  court  of  the  United  States  shall  adopt  the 
execution  laws,  now  used  or  allowed  in  tne  su- 
preme court  of  the  Slate  in  which  the  Federal 
court  is  located,"'  and  to  this  day  the  principle  is 
not  settled.  Upon  it  the  most  learned  counsel 
are  divided,  -  whether  the  laws  for  the  lime  being, 
or  those  instituled  in  1789,  should  govern."    If 
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the  laws  of  1789,  then  we  should  have  the  Vir- 
ginia code  of  executions   in   Kentucky,  which 
gives  the   people  superior   protection   and  more 
substantial  succor  than  our  present  relief  system, 
which  has  been  so  much  declaimed  against  by 
gentlemen  who  have  not  permitted  themselves  to 
become  acquainted  with  its  real  principles.     By 
the  laws  of  Virginia  in  1789,  not  only  was  land 
exempt  from  legal  process,  but   personal   estate 
could  not  be  sold  for  less  than  three-fourths  of  its 
absolute  value.     As  to  the  proceedings  in  chan- 
cery, It  has  been  decided   that  decrees  exposing 
property  to  sale,  as  executions  at  common  law 
are  not  subject  to  the  State  execution  law.    This 
is  the  precise  condition  in  which  we  are  placed 
respecting  our  courts  of  justice,  and  proceedings 
in  civil  cases.     So  much  confusion  is  created  that 
no  man  can  ascertain  what  is  really  the  law  of 
the  land.     When   we  bring   this   subject  before 
Congress,  we  are  told  that  the  execution  laws  of 
the  State  govern  the  proceedings  of  the  United 
Slates  court  within  the  respective  States.  Strange 
as  It  may  appear,  notwithstanding  the  Stale  of 
Kentucky  has  abolished  imprisonment  for  debt 
and  with  it  bail  upon  mesne  process,  the  court  of 
the  United  States  requires  this  very  bail,  by  rule 
of  court,  under  a  legislative  power  given  them  by 
Congress,  and  the  clerk  issues  the  ca.  sa.  to  seize 
the  bodv  of  a  debtor.     The  same  difficulty  exists 
as  to  taking  the  benefit  of  the  insolvent  law  of 
the  State  where  the  court  is  held.     Procrastina- 
tions of  the  most  troublesome  character  arc  occa- 
sioned.    When  the  oath  of  insolvency  is  admin- 
istered, the  party  is  not  called   upon  to  present  a 
schedule  of  property  ;  he  has  to  depose  that  he 
has  not  estate  to  the  amount  of  thirty  dollars. 
1  he  act  of  Congress  also  declares  that  where  the 
laws  of  the  Slate  authorize  the  ca.  sa.  among 
other  executions,  it  may  be  taken  out  by  the  cred- 
'jor  ^[^^  giving  evidence  of  a  total  disregard  of 
the  liberty  and  personal  security  of  the  debtor 
Suppose  the  creditor  lake  the  ca.  sa.  in  the  first 
place,  and  the  debtor  cannot  swear  that  he  has 
not  ihirty  dollars  worth  of  property,  the  conse- 
quence IS,  if  the  creditor  wills  it- and  who  ought 
to  trust  him  ?— perpetual  imprison.me.nt. 

It  would  constitute  something  like  an  apolo^^y 
for  the  advocates  of  imprisonment  for  debt,  we're 
some  discrimination  used  relative  to  the  conduct 
of  a  debtor,  that  he  might  be  treated  in  a  manner 
corresponding  with  the  ideas  of  culpability  which 
themselves  might  affix.     There  can  be  no  diffi- 
culty in  forming  a  scale  of  offence  and  punish- 
ment, at  least  m  the  contemplation  of  the  mind, 
although  I  have  no  idea  that  you  can  reduce  the 
scheme  to  useful  practice.     Fraudulent  convey- 
ance or  concealment  of  property,  luxurious  extrav- 
agance, indolent  habits,  neglect'of  economy— these 
constitute  the  proper  gradations  in  the  shades  of 
moral  guilt.     If  gentlemen  can  define  and  punish 
such  grades  of  offence,  why  not  attempt  it  ?     Need 
1  tel   you,  sir,  that  no  effort  of  this  nature  has  been 
employed.     The  besom  of  despotism  alike  sweeps 
before  it  the  pearl  and  the  pebble.     The  honest 
man  and  the  scoundrel  are  sacrificed  without  dis- 
tinction.    If  the  friends  of  the  vindictive  system 


wish  that  innocence  be  protected,  and  only  crime 
chastised,  why  not  propose  that,  previous  to  hold- 
ing a  debtor  to  bail  upon  mesne  process,  the  plain- 
tiff shall  give  pledges  of  prosecution  and  sureties, 
that  he  has  not  instituted  a  suit  with  malicious 
intent  and  upon  groundless  accusation  ?    Let  his 
affidavit  be  demanded  as  to  the  cause  of  his  action 
one  of  three  allegations  at  least,  before  he  be  al- 
lowed  to  require  bail:  that  the  debtor  has  been 
guilty  of  fraud  in  the  original  transaction  by  which 
he  became  indebted,  or  that  there  is  danger  of  his 
absconding,  or  that  he  is  about  to  make  a  fraudu- 
lent concealment  or  a  fraudulent  conveyance  of 
his  property.     This  would  appear  like  justice  in 
the  proceeding.     It  would  require  something  to  be 
accomplished  by  the  creditor  before  he  laid  vio- 
lent hands  on  his  victim.     It  would  make  him  re- 
flect, if  it  did  not  humanize  his  feelings. 

It  is  difficult  to  conceive,  upon  what  principle 
the  imprisoning  system  rests  for  its  support.     It  is 
not  a  punishment  for  crimes.     If  so,  it  would  vio- 
late, and,  in  fact,  does  violate,  all  the  legal  forms 
and   Constitutional   safeguards  of  the  liberty  of 
a  citizen.     Its  operation  is  not  simply  coercive. 
Unquestionably,  the  honorable  man  will  present 
his  goods  and  chattels.     He  will  bid  you  take  them 
all,  and  regret  that  he  has  no  more.     But  the  dis- 
honest will  contrive  to  place  your  proceedings  at 
defiance.     It  cannot  arise  from  an  implied  agree- 
ment between  the  parties,  that,  in  case  of  failure, 
the  debtor  shall  be  imprisoned.     Such  a  stipula- 
tion, whether  expressed  or  implied,  must,  in  law 
and  conscience,  be  null  and  void.     It  cannot  satisfy 
the  debt.     It  may  afford  gratification,  to  malignant 
propensities,  to  a  vindictive  disposition,  to  internal 
feelings— but,  after  all,  the  pound  of  flesh  cannot 
satisfy  the  bond.     The  whole,  like  Sin,  in  Milton, 
bringing  forth  death,  is  the  offspring  of  that  gloomy 
temper  which  delights  to  riot  upon  the  vitals  of 
human  rights  and  human  happiness. 

When  Mr.  Joh.nson  had  concluded  his  remarks, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Barbour,  the  subject  was  post- 
poned till  to-morrow. 


Tuesday,  January  17. 

Mr.  RuGGLEs,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Obadiah 
Jones,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  resolution, 
that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be 
granted.     The  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Van  Buren,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  letters  patent- 
to  Samuel  Brown,-'  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Van  Buren,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John  S.  Stiles, 
executor  of  George  Stiles,  made  a  report,  accom- 
panied by  a  resolution,  that  ihe  prayer  of  the  pe- 
titioner ought  not  to  be  granted.  The  report, 
with  the  accompanying  documents,  Avere  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Eaton,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam Venable  and  others,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
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relief  of  Sarah  Venable  a'hd  Jane  Morgan ;  and 
the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 
Mr.  Bell,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Henry  M.  John- 
son, made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  resolution, 
that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be 

granted. 

Mr.  RuGGLEs  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration  : 

Resvhed,  Th&X  ihe  Committee  on  Finance  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing, 
by  law,  for  re-printing,  in  one  or  more  volumep,  the 
annual  Treasury  reports,  which  have  been  made  to 
Congress  since  the  commencement  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  Van  Bcren  presented  the  petition  of  John 
M.  S.  McKnight,  administrator  of  Charles  Mc- 
Knight,  deceased,  praying  to  be  paid  for  services 
rendered  by  the  deceased  in  the  medical  depart- 
ment, in  the  Revolutionary  war ;  which  was  read 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims.  , 

Mr.  Joh;<son,  of  Louisiana,  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  supplementary  to  the  sev- 
eral acts  providing  for  ascertaining  and  adjusting 
the  titles  and  claims  to  land  in  the  St.  Helena 
and  Jackson  Courthouse  land  districts ;  and  the 
bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  gave  notice  that  he 
would,  to-morrow,  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  ex- 
planatory of  an  act  confirming  claims  to  lots  in 
the  town  of  Mobile. 

Mr.  Seymour  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on 
Thursday,  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  in  addition 
to  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  the  ordinance 
and  acts  of  Congress  for  the  government  of  the 
Territory  of  Michigan,  and  for  other  purposes." 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  gave  notice  that  he 
would,  to-morrow,  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
change  the  terms  of  the  District  Court  of  the  Uni- 
ted  States  for  the  Kentucky  district. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bajibour,  the  Senate  re- 
sumed, as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  resolu- 
tion proposing  an  amendment  to4he  Constitution 
of  the  Lnited  Slates,  as  it  respects  the  choice  of 
Representatives  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  election  of  the  President  and  Vice 
President  of  the  United  Slates;  and,  on  motion, 
it  was  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the 
day  for  Thursday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  allowing  a  drawback  on  the  ex- 
portation of  cordage  manufactured  in  the  United 
Slates  from  foreign  hemp  ;  and  it  was  postponed 
to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Monday 
next. 

The  bill  to  regulate  surveys  of  certain  lands  in 
the  Slate  of  Alabama,  was  taken  up  for  consider- 
ation, in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama,  briefly  explained  the 
object  of  the  bill.  It  was  then  reported  to  the 
Senate,  and  passed  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the 
third  time. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Thomas  F.  Riddick,  of  the  Stale  of  Missouri ; 
and  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 


Whole,  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  security  of  pub- 
lic money  in  the  hands  of  clerks  of  courts,  attor- 
neys, and  marshals,  and  their  deputies ;  and  it 
was  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day 
for,  to-morrow. 

IMPRISONMENT  FOR  DEBT. 
The  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Barbour,  re- 
sumed the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  abolish  im- 
prisonment for  debt. 

Mr.  Barbour  addressed  the  Senate  to  the  fol- 
lowing effect : 

It  has  been  remarked  by  Lord  Coke  that  he 
never  knew  a  wise  measure,  however  inauspicious 
the  beginning,  introduced  into  Parliament,  that 
did  not  eventually  succeed.     A  remark  of  this 
kind,  from  so  profound  an  observer  of  the  course 
of  public  aflairs,  offers  great  encouragement  to  the 
reformer  of  abuses.     He  will  contend  patiently, 
but  persevcringly,  with  existing  prejudices,  ani- 
mated by  ihe  assurance  that  his  labors  in  a  good 
cause  will  not  be  exerted,  finally,   in  vain.     In 
confirmation  of  this  remark,  I  will  refer  to  the 
history  of  this  District.     It  was  only  two  years 
past  that  I  could  carry  through  this  body,  and 
with  great  difficulty,  too,  a  bill  to  change  the  law 
in  force  here  concerning  insolvent  debtors.     For, 
wonderful  as  it  may  seem,  it  was  no  less  true,  that, 
while  the  law  enabled  the  inhabitants  to  avail 
themselves,  after  a  few  days'  confinement,  of  the 
privilege  growing  out  of  their  condition,  to  the 
stranger,  who   had  been  pursued  hither  by  some 
cunning  and  unfeeling  creditor,  the  privilege  was 
denied,  till  he  should  have  suffered  imprisonment 
for  twelve  months.     About  this  time,  too,  I  have 
been   informed,   the  bounds  were  curtailed,  and 
many  instances  occurred,  in  consequence  of  their 
limited  extent,  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  place  be- 
ing separated  from  their  families,  who  depended 
for  their  daily  bread  on  the  labor  of  the  prisoners, 
and  who,  by  such  curtailment,  were  prevenlea 
from  profiting  by  a  demand   for  labor,  as  it  was 
to  be  performed   beyond  the  bounds  ;  but,  subse- 
quent to  the  discussion  in  this  body  on  the  sub- 
ject, the  court  has  enlarged  the  jail  bounds  com- 
mensurate with  the  extent  of  the  county.     But 
this  is  not  all.     The  public  mind  throughout  the 
Union  has  been  drawn   to  this  subject.     It   has 
made  its  way  into  the  halls  of  the  State  Legisla- 
tures.    In  some  few  instances,  imprisonment  for 
debt  has  been  already  abolished,  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped,   and   confidently  anticipated,   that   every 
where,  this  stain  on  our  statute  book  will   be  el- 
faced  ;  that  the  doors  of  every  jail  will  be  thrown 
open,  and  the  captive  set  free. 

Although  all  are  aware  that  we  have  no  right 
to  interfere  with  the  regulations  of  the  States,  and 
although  it  may  be  admitted  that  the  prisoners  for 
debt,  under  the  process  of  the  United  States  courts, 
are  comparatively  few,  yet  the  example  establish- 
ed by  us  cannot  be  without  a  salutary  effect.  The 
theory  of  the  Constitution  supposes  that  the  coun- 
sels of  this  body  will  be  directed  alike  by  wisdom 
and  experience.  The  mode  of  selection,  and  the 
age  of  the  elected,  are  the  best  guarantees,  that 
the  infirmity  of  our  nature  admit>«,  that  nothing 
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rash  will  be  attempted  here ;  that  the  consequences 
of  a  measure  will  be  duly  weighed,  and  nothing 
adopted  but  what  has  the  sanction  of  the  judg- 
ment, enlightened  by  the  suggestions  o(  experi- 
ence ;  and  hence,  the  importance  of  your  decision 
on  this  question. 

Let  us,  then,  inquire  what  the  question  is.     At 
this  stage  of  the  inquiry,  the  Senate  will  not  suf- 
fer themselves  to  be  embarrassed  by  the  details  of 
the  bill.     Whether  it  shall  be  prospective  or  retro- 
spective— whether  the  provisions  are  sufficiently 
guarded,  in  reference  to  fraudulent  debtors,  will  ' 
be  the  subject  of  future  inquiry  and  arrangement,  j 
when  the  principle  shall  have  been  fully  discussed  | 
and   settled.      Thus  qualified,  the  question  now 
presented  for  decision  is  simply  this:  Is  it  right  to 
punish  by  imprisonment,  the  honest  but  insolvent  ' 
debtor  ?  j 

I  grant  you  the  power,  but  I  deny  you  the  moral  ' 
ri^hl.  I  do  not  mean  to  encumber  the  discussion  i 
with  any  Constitutional  question.  High  as  the 
Constitution  is,  I  appeal  to  an  authority  still  high-  ' 
er — to  the  patent  held  by  man  directly  from  his 
God,  by  which  his  liberty,  and  the  right  to  its  en- 
joyment, was  guarantied.  It  existed  before  con- 
stitutions or  societies  themselves.  The  image  I 
impressed  upon  him  at  his  birth  was  the  sign  of 
the  covenant,  and  should  have  been  the  shield  . 
against  its  violation.  Its  preservation  was  the 
great  object  of  the  social  compact.  In  our  insti- 
tutions it  was  so  proclaimed.  Every  portion  of 
our  natural  rights  is  retained,  except  so  far  as  the 
welfare  of  the  whole  requires  a  sacrifice,  and  hence, 
I  assume  it  as  an  axiom,  that  the  liberty  of  the  citi- 
zen is  never  forfeited  to  society,  but  by  a  voluntary 
act  of  the  offender,  or  where  its  use  has  become, 
or  threatens  to  become  dangerous  to  the  public 
peace.  Beyond  these  limits  every  infraction  of 
this  precious  gift  is  usurpation  ;  an  act  of  power 
without  right,  than  which  nothing  is  more  odious. 
If  this  be  true,  it  may  be  justly  contended  that 
crime,  or  the  probability  of  its  commission,  should 
precede  a  punishment  which  involves  imprison- 
ment. If,  then,  punishment  presupposes  crime, 
the  advocates  of  imprisonment  for  debt  must  be 
ready  to  contend  that  insolvency  is  a  crime.  Now, 
althougHi  it  has  grown  into  an  adage  that  poverty 
is  a  misfortune,  the  truth  of  which  I  can  confirm 
from  actual  experience,  yet  it  is  a  part  of  the  same 
adage,  that  it  is  no  crime.  Mark  the  inconsistency 
in  which  your  policy  involves  yoy  !  The  liberty 
of  the  citizen  is  so  far  protected  by  the  Constitu- 
tion as  to  be  placed  beyond  his  own  control.  If 
a  being,  goaded  by  hunger  and  distress,  or  any 
other  necessity,  were  base  enough,  like  the  Egyp- 
tians of  old,  to  surrender  his  liberty  to  another,  no 
matter  how  solemn  the  covenant,  or  how  weighty 
the  consideration,  it  is  instantly  cancelled  by  the 
spirit  of  the  Constitution.  Yet,  without  a  cove- 
nant, or  without  a  crime,  you  give  up  the  unfor- 
tunate to  the  will  of  the  creditor,  and  lend  him 
your  authority  to  deprive  a  fellow-being  of  his 
liberty.  That  which  you  will  not  permit  directly 
you  sanction  as  a  consequence.  Who  is  able  to 
reconcile  this  contradiction?  It  is  perfectly  con- 
sistent with  fair  argument  to  arrive  at  the  error  of 


a  principle  through  its  pernicious  consequences. 
The  immediate  effect  of  the  existing  policy  is  to 
confound  all  distinctions  between  the  innocent 
and  the  guilty— the  man  of  misfortune  and  the 
man  of  crime.  If  insolvency  was  exclusively  the 
result  of  imprudence,  there  might  be  some  apology 
for  the  cruelty  with  which  the  debtor  is  treated. 
But,  amongst  the  number,  how  many  have  beeo 
the  sport  of  events  against  which  no  human  fore- 
sight could  guard?  Do  we  not  know,  from  our 
own  observation,  that  the  most  industrious  and 
the  most  prudent  are  not  unfrequently  involved  in 
this  calamity.  Who,  among  ourselves,  can  arro- 
gantly claim  an  exemption  from  misfortune?  Our 
lives  and  our  substance  are  both  held  by  that  frail 
tenure  which  belongs  to  all  earthly  things.  The 
proud  and  foolish  man,  surveying  his  vast  posses- 
sions, may  exclaim.  Soul,  take  thy  rest !  but  the 
echo  to  his  boast  is  the  awful  denunciation.  Dust 
thou  art,  and  unto  dust  shalt  thou  return;  or  the 
elements  are  commissioned  to  destroy,  and  the 
winds,  the  fire,  or  the  flood,  in  an  instant  pros- 
trate his  earthly  hopes.  In  these  dispensations  of 
an  inscrutable  Providence,  to  which  all  are  alike 
subject,  but  from  which,  for  the  present,  we  may 
be  happily  exempt,  let  us  be  taught  the  necessity 
of  bearing  with  humility  our  prosperity;  but  let 
not  that  exemption  steel  our  hearts  against  the 
unfortunate — their  cup  of  life  is  made  sufficiently 
bitter  by  their  misfortunes — 'tis  cruelty  alone  that 
will  administer  an  additional  drug.  And  yet  these 
victims  of  misfortune  are  the  subjects  of  your  pun- 
ishment. 

What,  let  me  ask,  is  the  legitimate  object  of 
punishment?  The  reformation  of  the  offender, 
or  to  restrain  him  from  violence?  Reform  the 
prisoner  !  In  what?  Does  any  man  desire  to  be- 
come insolvent  ?  If  there  be  any  one  thing  about 
which  all  mankind  agree,  it  is  in  the  wish  to  bet- 
ter his  condition.  This  wish  is  implanted  in  our 
nature,  and  grows  with  our  growth.  Can  you  in- 
crease it  by  punishment;  or  can  it  be  necessary 
for  the  peace  of  society  to  restrain  of  his  liberty 
the  man  whose  only  crime  is  his  misfortune? 

How  are  these  weighty  considerations  against 
the  existing  policy  met  by  its  friends  ?  It  is  urged 
by  them  that  the  evil  complained  of  has  been  ex- 
aggerated— that    the  sufferers  are   but   few that 

the  moral  sense  of  mankind  revolts  at  the  impris- 
onment of  an  honest  debtor.  Is  this  so?  Then 
there  is  an  end  of  the  question.  You  can  have 
no  difficulty  in  changing  a  system  so  unjust  and 
.so  cruel,  that  none  are  found  wicked  enough  to 
carry  it  into  execution.  Why  disgrace  your  stat- 
ute book  with  such  a  law  ?  It  is  but  an  evidence 
of  your  insensibility  to  the  character  of  your  code. 
But,  unfortunately  for  the  gentleman  who  thus 
argued,  the  moral  sense  of  mankind  is' not  what 
he  supposes.  Let  us  look  at  facts.  Take  the 
document  exhibited  yesterday  by  my  honorable 
friend  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Johnson)— it  is  the 
record  of  the  jail  in  Boston,  the  metropolis  of  the 
very  State  whose  representative  on  this  floor  re- 
poses on  the  moral  sense  of  mankind  as  a  sufficient 
shield  against  any  abuse  under  the  existing  law. ^ 
In  recurring  to  this  document,  I  intend  nothing 


/ 


279 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


2S0 


281 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


•i 


Senate. 


282 


Imprisonment  for  Debt. 


Febbuabt,  1824* 


that  is  invidious— I  presume  Boston  js  not  more  [  nine  children,  dependent  for  their  existence  on  the 
remarkable  for  the  number  of  its  insolvent  debt-  |  daily  labor  of  the  debtor  The  credilor  is  Con- 
ors or  the  severity  of  creditors,  than  any  other  jured  to  relax  his  rigor.  Shylock-like,  he  turns 
Dart  of  the  United  States.  Indeed,  a  member  from  |  a  deaf  ear  to  the  supplication— the  wife  falls  a 
New  York  at  the  la^t  session,  exhibited  a  similar  victim,  the  children  live  on  charity.  But,  atro- 
document  from  the  jails  of  New  York.  Taking  cious  as  is  this  case,  it  yields  in  enormity  to  an- 
this  document  as  the  rule  by  which  to  estimate  ,  other.  Where  a  widowed  mother  is  imprisoucd 
the  number  of  sufferers  in  the  United  States,  what  i  by  a  brutal  creditor,  as  an  obstacle  to  his  deles- 
a  picture  of  human  misery  does  it  exhibit.     In  a    table  purposes  against  an  unprotected  daughter. 


population  of  40,000,  the  number  of  souls  in  Bos- 
ton, there  were  committed  in  1820,  one  thousand 
four  hundred  and  forty-two;  in  1821,  one  thou- 
sand two  hundred  and  eighty-one;  and  in  the 
three  first  quarters  of  1823,  seven  hundred  and 


But  for  cases  so  singularly  marked  by  unmixed 
cruelty  and  villany,  we  should  have  had  ample 
occasion  to  dwell  on  other  instances  alluded  to 
in  the  document.  Take,  however,  one  more — .» 
is  that,  where  a  man,  in  a  Slate  coterminous  to 


sixty  nine— making  a  proportion  of  one-thirtieth  .  Massachusetts,  was  confined  thirty  years.  So 
of  the  whole  population,  which  has  suffered  im-  long  had  been^his  interment  in  jail,  that  he  was 
prisonraent  for  debt,  and  among  this  number,  in  '  forgotten  by  all  his  contemporaries.  When  dis- 
the  whole  time,  four  hundred  and  thirty  females.  ,  charged,  as  he  was,  finally,  by  the  humanity  of 
This,  then,  is  a  specimen  of  the  moral  sense  of  the  other.-,  the  expenses  of  his  confinement  were 
people  of  Boston,  and,  as  I  have  assumed,  of  the  ,  S3,000. 

United  States.  By  which  rule,  after  every  rea-  Among  the  victims,  we  are  told,  there  were  four 
sonable  deduction  ior  the  difference  between  pop-  •  hundred  and  thirty  females.     There  is  something, 

sir,  so  exquisitely  horrible  in  contemplating  such  a 


ulous  luwns  and  the  country,  it  majr  be  safely 
affirmed  that  13,000  human  beings  are  annually 
incarcerated  for  debt  in  the  United  States.  When 
we  add  to  this  the  wives  and  children  of  the  suf- 
ferers, if  our  sympathy  is  to  be  thus  limited  to  the 
exclusion  of  more  distant  relatives,  we  may  fairly 
conclude  that  60,000  people  are  annually  involved 
directly  and  indirectly  in  the  mischiefs  resulting 
from  this  barLiarous  policy.  If  the  scope  of  the 
evil  then  has  been  exaggerated,  it  cannot  be  from 
a  luisrepreseniaiion  of  the  number  of  the  suffe- 
rers. Is  it  in  the  extent  of  their  sufferings  ,? 
Where  is  the  barometer  by  which  these  can  be 
weighed  ?     Has  ihe  Senator  from  Massachusetts, 


mass  of  female  wretchedness,  that  I  have  no  lan- 
guage in  which  to  give  utterance  to  my  feelings. 
Opposed,  as  I  am  in  principle,  to  the  imprisonment 
of  a  man  for  debt,  I  am  a  hundred  fold  so  in  re- 
gard to  a  woman.  The  distribution  of  civil  rights 
Between  the  sexes,  gives  all  to  the  one  and  nothing 
to  the  other.  Where  privileges  are  concerned, 
the  woman  is  scarcely  considered  as  a  sentient 
being ;  she  is  quickened  into  life,  and  an  independ- 
ent existence  acknowledged  only  when  she  is  to 
become  the  subject  of  imprisonment,  of  penalties, 
and  of  pains. 

Now,  sir,  let  it  be  admitted,  that,  among  this 
ur  any  of  you,  visited  these  abodes  of  wretched-  j  number  of  females,  a  propoi-tion,  and  a  large  one, 


ne^s,  whose  silence  is  interrupted  only  by  the 
sighs  and  groans  of  the  victims  ?  or,  perailventure, 
by  the  aspiration  of  some  broken  heart,  penetra- 
ting with  the  eye  of  hope  the  dark  cloud  that  sur- 
rounds human  things,  and   looking   to  a   better 


if  you  will,  are  the  victims  5f  vice.  It  is  not  char- 
itable to  suppose  all  are  so.  Take  from  the  group 
the  widow  of  some  honest  mechanic,  worthy  and 
virtuous — for  these  qualities  belong  alike  to  every 
condition — as  often  found  in  the  cottage  as  in  the 


world,  ''where  the  wicked  cease  from  troubling  I  palace — whose  husband,  when  alive,  brou^^ht  the 


and  the  weary  are  at  rest  ?"'     Of  these  dreary 
abodes,  it  may  well  be  said,  as  of  the  grave- 
Darkness,  death,  and  long  despair, 
Reign  in  eternal  silence  there. 

The  sensibility  of  mankind  is  a  subject  of  cu- 
rious speculation.  Let  some  ideal  case  of  misfor- 
,  tune  be  touched  by  the  hand  of  a  master — some 
great  unknown — although  the  theatre  of  suffering 
be  the  Ultima  Thule  of  the  habitable  globe,  and 
although  centuries  have  intervened,  yet  every 
page  will  be  bedewed  with  the  sympathetic  tear — 
while  we  hear,  without  emotion,  of  the  real  suf- 
ferings of  thousands,  if,  perchance,  they  are  our 
immediate  neighbors  and  contemporaries. 

What  flight  of  fancy — what  power  of  descrip- 
tion—could  add  a  shade  to  the  dark  picture  of 
human  affliction,  exhibited  in  this  already  alluded 
to  document  ?  A  hubband  and  a  father  is  snatched 
from  his  family  at  the  moment  when  the  wife  is 
suffering  and  in  peril,  and  that  very  situation  the 
cause  ot  the  arrest,  with  a  view  to  practice  on  the 
humanity  of  others  !    Yes !  torn  from  a  wife  and 


avails  of  his  daily  labor  to  his  humble  root,  where 
his  wife  performed  her  every  duty  ;  "  on  her  tongue 
is  the  law  of  kindness  ;  her  children  rise  up  and 
call  her  blessed — her  husband  also,  and  he  praiseth 
her  ;"  but  he  is  snatched  from  her  by  the  hand  of 
death.  Thus  bereaved,  she  resorts  to  her  scanty 
means  to  feed  and  clothe  her  little  ones.  She  re- 
doubles her  efforts — she  wastes  her  strength  over 
the  midnight  lamp,  ''and,  with  untasied  food, 
she  plies  her  care."  But  all  will  not  <lo.  The 
cruel  creditor  cornes — she  is  unable  to  pay — the 
jail  is  her  portion — the  grave  is  her  only  refuge 
from  calamity,  given  in  the  mercy  of  God  to  the 
sons  and  daughters  of  affliction.  Her  children, 
naked  and  hungry,  beg  the  bread  of  life.  Equally 
subject  to  this  deplorable  fate  are  your  patriots  and 
your  heroes — men  who  have  guided  your  counsels 
by  their  wisdom,  or  conducted  your  armies  to  vic- 
tory— men  who  have  consecrated  the  liberty  you 
enjoy  by  their  blood,  and  whose  very  sacrifices  for 
the  country  have  been  the  sole  cause  of  their  pen- 
niless condition.  These,  too,  find  their  career 
terminate  in   a  jail ;  and,   while   their   ears  are 
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greeted  with  the  hosannas  to  freedom — a  freedom 
which  they  in  part  achieved — their  portion  is  a 
loathsome  captivity.     Gloomy  and  dark  as  this 
picture  is,  ihink  it  not  the  mere  offspring  of  a  healed 
and  unchastened  imagination.     The  facts  before 
you,  as  well  as  those  mentioned  by  my  friend  from 
Kentucky,  as  coming  within  his  own  knowledge, 
have  lost  a  portion  of  their  sombre  character  in 
the  description.     And  is  this  your  boasted  land  of 
liberty,  where  enormities  like  these  are  committed 
in  the  name  of  the  law  !     Sir,  there  is  a  conside- 
ration presents  itself  here,  far  beyond  the  interest 
of  creditor  or  debtor.     The  policy  of  free  govern- 
ments should,  by  every  means,  cherish  among  the 
people  the   liveliest  regard  for  the  liberty  of  the 
citizen.     Whatsoever    is   common,   either  in  the 
physical  or  moral  world,  ceases  to  be   striking. 
From  the  unnumbered  victims  of  the  policy  I  am 
denouncing,  the  impression  on  the  mind,  when  a 
fellow-being   is  led   to  captivity,  is  as    feeble  as 
that  produced   by  the  rising  or  the  setting  sun  ; 
the  sense  of  public  feeling  becomes  blunted,  and  I 
the  loss  of  liberty  is  classed  among  your  every  day  I 
occurrences.     The  essence  of  liberty  consists  in 
the  consciousness  of  its  posisessor,  that,  if  he  be 
not  criminal,  it  is  surrounded  by  an  unapproach- 
able inviolability.     Held  at  the  nod  of  a  worm  I 
like  ourselves,  (if  it  be  not  profanation  to  call  a 
thing  thus  held  liberty,)  it  becomes  valueless  and 
contemptible.     In  confirmation  of  the  sentiment 
that  liberty  itself,  in  the  eve  of  mankind,  is  depre- 
ciated by  the  frequency  oHts  violation,  let  us  refer 
to  our  formerly  bloody  criminal  code.     We  saw 
death,  itself,  as  a  capital  punishment,  from  its  in- 
discriminate infliction,  and  from  its  daily  occur- 
rence, loM-   its  terrors.     Since,  however,  wisdom 
and  humanity  have  united  in  graduating  a  just 
scale  of  punishments  and  crimes,  that  of  dmih, 
from  Its  rare  occurrence,  strikes  the  mind  as  an 
impressive  and  awful  spectacle. 

Let.  then,  the  liberty  of  the  citizen,  like  his  life, 
be  preserved  from  daily  and  wanton  violaiion-i-its 
value  will  increase  in  theestimation  of  the  people, 
and  Its  loss  strike  with  little  less  effect  than  the 
loss  of  life  itself. 

Let  us  next  inquire  into  the  mass  of  suffering' 
which  I  have  shown  to  you  to  exist— the  unaller'^ 
able  condition  of  our  kind.  Is  it  a  sacrifice  to 
which  poor  human  nature  must  submit?  Is  it  a 
lesser  evil  compensated  by  a  greater  good  ?  I  call 
upon  the  friends  of  the  existing  policy  to  answer 
these  questions.  They  reply— it  is  to  enforce  the 
recovery  of  debts.     Of  whom  ?    Not  of  him  who 


highest  of  all  possible  authority,  that  nine  guilty 
men  s.^iould  escape  rather  than  that  one  innocent 
should  suffer.  The  rule,  it  seems,  is  now  to  be 
reversed.  But  it  is  urged  that  an  honest  debtor 
would  have  no  difficulty  in  giving  bail.  Indeed  ! 
I  fear  the  gentleman  is  calculating  fallaciously 
again,  on  the  moral  sense,  or,  if  you  please,  the 
friendship  of  mankind.  Friendship,  or  rather  its 
professions,  are  too  often  tendered  where  they  are 
not  wanting — to  wealth,  rarely  to  distress.  They 
are  the  blossoms  of  the  sunshine,  but  wither  in  the 
^  adverse  blast.     For — 

I  "  What  is  friendship  but  a  name,  ^ 

A  charm  that  luijj  to  sleep  ; 
A  shade,  that  follows  wealth  or  fame, 
And  leaves  the  wretch  to  weep?" 

But   let  all   this   pass   for  nothing.     Let  it  be 
granted  that  the  world  has  been  regenerated  ;  that 
those  who  were  not  the  world's  friends  formerly, 
have  become  so  by  some  prodigy,  no  matter  what — " 
still,  I  demand  to  know,  whence  do  you  derive 
'  the  right  to  throw  a  freeman  on  the  courtesy  of  a 
I  friend  to  save  him  from  imprisonment,  on   the 
mere  suggestion  of  another  that  he  is  in  debt  ?     In 
all  criminal  cases,  no  matter  how  atrocious  may 
be  the  crime  with  which  the  accused  is  charged, 
he  IS  presumed  innocent,  till  the  contrary  appears ; 
and   that,  too,  by  testimony,  on  oath,  of  credible 
and   disinterested  witnesses.     Of  him  you  never 
require  bail,  till  a  presumption  of  guilt  is  made 
satisfactorily  to  appear.     But  charge  a  man  with 
debt — even  by  an  interested  party — you  presume 
him  guilty — that  his  purpose.>  are  fraudulent,  and 
deprive  him  of  his  liberty,  if  he  does  not  instantly 
give    sponsors  for  the  delivery  of  his   body  into 
court !     Now,  let  us  imagine  that  it  was  proposed 
to  remove  the  ramparts  which  the  wisdom  of  our 
ancestors  has  erected  for  the  security  of  our  inno- 
cence, by  enacting  that,  on  a  mere  accusation  of 
crime,  without  testimony,  a  citizen  might  be  ar- 
rested— could  you  listen,  with   patience,  to  the 
suggestion  that  it  ought    to  be  adopted,  lest  the 
guilty  should  escape  ?     I  am  persuaded  you  would 
cry  out,  with  one  voice.  Let  ninety  and  nine  guilty 
men  escape,  rather  than   that  one  innocent  man 
should  thus  suffer.     But  waive,  if  you  please,  this 
consideration.     Let  us  be  insensible  to  the  wanton 
violation  of  the  liberty  of  the  citizen — let  us  shut 
ourselves  against  the  suffering  of  the  captive — let 
us  harden  our  hearts  against  the  violation  of  de- 


ls to  be  protected  by  this  bill.  For  it  is  only  the 
honest  debtor,  who  has  faithfully  surrendered  the 
last  vestige  of  his  property  to  his  creditor,  who  can 
profit  by  Its  provisions.  The  fraudulent  debtor  is 
placed  in  a  worse  situation.  Close  jail,  deprived 
ot  his  bounds,  is  his  doom,  bv  the  bifl.  If  this  be 
not  sufficient,  m  due  time,'  propose  other  and 
severer  enactments.  I  will  go  all  lengths  to  pun- 
ish him.  But,  if  you  hold  not  to  bail,  the  fraudu- 
lent will  escape.  What  doctrine  is  this  ?  You 
are  to  punish,  indiscriminately,  lest  the  guilty 
should  escape.  How  long  has  this  been  the  prin- 
ciple of  legislation  ?     We  are  taught,  from  the 


corum,  in  consigning  to  the  same  cell  men  and 
women,  and  mixing  with  both  the  atrocious  male- 
factor— let  all  these  things,  for  the  moment,  be 
forgotten,  and  discuss  the  question  as  one  of  dol- 
lars and  cents.  How  will  ihe  account  stand?' 
Referring  to  the  document  already  alluded  to,  it 
appears,  in  2,084  cases,  the  costs  of  commitment 
exceeded  the  principal ;  and  those  paid  by  the 
creditor.  Add  to  this  the  loss  of  labor  to  society, 
by  the  confinement  of  the  debtors,  and  compare 
this  amount  to  that  which  the  creditor  receives, 
by  this  mode  of  punishment.  One  case  in  a  thou- 
sand, perhaps,  is  productive  of  some  benefit  to 
the  creditor — and  that,  generally,  the  result  of  the 

f generosity  of  others.     And  should  this  exception 
essen    our   abhorrence   for   the   policy  ?      Some 
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swindling  adventurer  may  find  his  account  in  pam- 
pering ihe  prodigality  of  a  wayward  son,  in  the 
calculation  of  reaching,  through  the  imprisonment 
of  the  child,  the  sensibilities  of  the  father.  Friend- 
ship may  sometimes  be  burdened,  in  the  release  of 
an  unfortunate  friend.  But  are  these  calculations 
worthy  of  your  protection  ?  Is  it  right  to  arm  vil- 
lany  with  an  instrument,  by  which  to  torture  the 
best  feelings  of  the  human  heart  ?  Sir,  I  have  no 
hesitation  m  saying  that,  could  a  balance  be  struck, 
with  an  exclusive  eye  to  the  creditor,  of  profit  and 
loss,  notwithstanding  his  power  over  the  debtor's 
body,  and  the  myriad  of  instances  in  which  it  has 
been  exercised,  that  he  himself  has  been  greatly 
loser — disregarding,  entirely,  the  sufferings  of  the 
imprisoned,  as  well  as  the  infinite  injury  to  society. 
And  here  sir,  I  would  hazard  a  general  remark. 
It  may  be  advanced,  as  an  unquestionable  truth, 
that  crimes  are  multiplied  in  every  community, 
where  the  infamy  attending  their  perpetration  is 
lessened,  by  the  circumstance  that  their  punish- 
ment is  common  to  misfortune  as  well  as  to  guilt. 
For  example,  if  it  was  a  fundamental  principle, 
in  your  code,  that  no  man  should  be  deprived  of 
his  liberty  but  for  crimes,  in  which  I  class  fraud, 
public  opinion  would,  at  once,  associate,  guilt  with 
imprisonment ;  and,  as  a  consequence,  many  who 
now  might  be  disposed  to  defraud  their  creditors, 
from  the  hope  of  escaping,  unnoticed,  among  the 
honest. and  unfortunate,  would,  then,  from  the 
fear  of  being  singled  out  to  abide,  alone,  the  in- 
famy of  their  condition,  find  a  sufficient  motive  to 
ab>tain  from  executing  their  fraudulent  designs. 
If  there  be  any  force  in  these  views,  I  have  already 
met  the  other  objection  urged  against  the  principle 
of  the  bill — its  tendency  to  diminish  credit.  Sir, 
I  do  not  mean,  because  it  is  unneces.sary,  to  enter, 
at  all,  into  the  much-contested  question — as  to  the 
influence  of  extensive  credit  on  the  interests  of  so- 
ciety. I  have  removed  all  the  difficulty,  growing 
out  of  this  view  of  the  subject,  by  showing  that 
the  creditor  himself  will  profit  by  depriving  him 
of  a  power  which,  in  its  practical  efftcts,  has  been, 
to  him,  productive  of  loss.  One  remark,  however, 
I  will  hazard,  on  the  general  subject;  and  that  is, 
that  the  legitimate  objects  of  confidence  or  credit, 
are,  the  integrity  of  the  debtor,  or  his  competency 
to  pay,  or  both.  And  that,  if  a  creditor  be  not 
content  with  these,  and  extend  his  calculation  to 
the  body  of  his  debtor,  he  deserves  any  thing  but 
our  nrotection.  Although  there  may  be  cases  of 
this  kind,  and  the  existence  of  which  I  have  al- 
ready admitted,  no  instance  is  avowed  in  modern 
times,  except  that  to  which  my  classical  hearers 
will  readily  refer.  Where,  in  the  face  of  the  bond, 
the  tiesh  was  pledged  as  the  guarantee  to  punc- 
tuality. The  universal  reprobation  of  mankind 
bestowed  on  this  case,  supposed  to  exist  only  in 
the  poet's  imagination,  is  due  in  nearly  the  same 
degree  to  him  who,  though  not  avowedly,  yet  se- 
cretly looks  to  a  security  little  less  horrible— the 
captivity  of  his  debtor. 

The  mischief,  of  which  I  complain,  is  the  un- 
disputed progeny  of  a  barbarous  age.  U  is  anti- 
quity only,  that  shelters  it  from  reprobation.  And, 
were  it  now,  for  the  first  time  proposed,  it  would 


be  every  where  received  with  marked  disappro- 
bation. 

But  there  is  a  species  of  idolatry  common  to  all 
mankind.  It  is  not  in  religion  only  that  it  is 
manifested;  it  displays  itself  on  a  variety  of  occa- 
sions; and  in  none  more  conspicuously  than  in 
clinging  to  ancient  practices.  We  read  now,  in-, 
deed,  with  horror,  of  the  treatment  of  the  debtor, 
in  the  best  days  of  the  Roman  Republic.  There, 
the  insolvent  debtor's  body  was  cut  up,  as  you 
now  do  the  carcass  of  an  ox,  and  a  part  was  given 
to  the  creditor,  proportioned  to  his  demand.  As 
a  supposed  mitigation  to  this  barbarous  practice, 
the  debtor,  his  wife,  and  children,  were  sold  into 
bondage,  and  the  avails  distributed  among  the 
creditors.  We  read  now  of  those  things  with 
horror,  partly  because  these  abominations  have 
long  since  ceased  to  exist.     But,  had  they  still 

firevailed,  especially  in  England,  they  would  have 
ost,  in  our  eyes,  half  their  atrocity.  I  feel  justi- 
fied in  so  "laying,  when  I  refer  to  punishments 
in  criminal  cases,  even  now  inflicted  in  many 
parts  of  the  United  States,  though  not  so  enor- 
mously disproportionate  to  the  oflence,  yet  so  re- 
pugnant to  humanity,  that  they  never  could  be 
retained,  but  for  the  example  of  our  ancestors. 
That  to  this  example  we  are  indebted  for  the  re- 
maining fragment  of  this  barbarous  policy,  I  am 
persuaded  non^  will  deny.  I  at  the  rame  time 
admit  that  many  grams  of  allowance  are  due  to 
us.  Those  who  usually  legislate  for  us,  are  gen- 
erally disciples  of  Mr.  Justice  Blackstone — whose 
opinions  on  municipal  law,  from  their  youth,  they 
were  taught  to  consider  as  infallible.  He,  it  is 
well  known,  is  the  encomiast  of  whatever  pre- 
vails in  England.  And  why  should  he  not .?  He 
was  of  the  favored  few  who  fed  liberally  on  the 
bounty  of  his  country,  which  has  a  wonderful 
tendency  to  reconcile  one  to  the  existing  state  of 
things.  Now,  for  myself,  however  arrogant  it 
may  seem,  I  must  be  permitted  to  .»'ay  that  the 
time  has  long  past  by,  when  I  implicitly  adopted 
opinions  on  the  authority  of  a  name.  Experience 
has  taught  me  the  necesMty  of  judo^mg  for  my- 
felf — as  I  have  often  found  very  serious  heresies 
sheltered  by  the  fame  of  their  authors;  and  the 
truth  has  been  irresistibly  forced  upon  me,  that  a 
great  man  inverts  the  general  law  of  optics,  by 
looming  most  advantageously  at  a  distance.  On 
the  policy  of  England,  as  to  imprisonment  for 
debt,  Blackstone  indulges  in  his  usual  compli- 
mentary style.  But  the  courtier  is  bad  authority 
on  the  abuses  of  Government.  Let  us  ascertain 
the  policy  he  thus  commends,  and  judge  for  our- 
selves. There,  the  debtors  are  confined  without 
any  limitation  as  to  time.  Both  sexes,  not  unfre- 
quently,  promi»cuously  huddled  together,  present- 
ing a  scene  of  whatever  is  loathsome  and  abomi- 
nable to  the  eye  of  the  beholder — twenty  thousand 
of  whom  are  supposed  to  fall,  annually,  a  5acri- 
fice  to  this  barbarous  practice.  But,  notwith- 
standing this  waste  of  human  life,  the  jails  con- 
tinue to  fill  to  overflowing,  when,  from  necessity, 
an  act  of  general  jail  delivery  is  passed  by  Parlia- 
ment— by  which  the  wretched  survivors,  squalid 
with  filth,  and  corrupted  by  communion,  are  again 
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thrown  on  the  lap  of  society — fit  and  ruthless  in- 
struments of  vengeance,  in  the  hands  of  retribu- 
tive justice,  to  chasten  that  society  from  which 
they  have  endured  such  multiplied  wrongs.  I 
appeal  from  the  authority  of  the  Judge,  to  their 
own  poet,  who  gives  you  a  vivid  portrait  of  these 
abodes  of  wretchedness,  in  which  he  himself  had 
been  a  sufferer: 

"Unpitifd  and  unheard,  where  misery  mourns, 
Where  sickness  pines,  where  thirst  and  hunger  burn, 
And  poor  misfortune  feels  the  lash  of  vice: 
While,  in  the  land  of  libertj,  the  land 
Whose  every  street  and  public  meeting  glow 
With  open  freedom,  little  tyranU  rag'd, 
Snatch'd  the  lean  morsel  from  the  starving  mouth, 
Tore  from  cold  wintry  limbs  the  tatler'd  weed ; 
Even  robb'd  them  of  the  last  of  comforts,  sleep: 
The  free-born  Briton  to  the  dungeon  chain'd; 
Or,  as  the  lust  of  cruelty  prevail'd. 
At  pleasure  marked  him  with  inglorious  stripes, 
And  rrush'd  out  lives,  by  secret,  barb'rous  ways, 
That,  for  their  country,  would  have  toil'd  or  bled." 

These  are  the  fruits  of  that  system  which  you 
have  every  where,  with  slight  modifications,  ser- 
vilely copied  in  the  United  States,  and  which  I 
now  solicit  you  to  abandon. 

There  is  nothing  in  my  nature  (and  I  may  be 
permitted  to  add,  in  my  situation)  which  would 
induce  me  to  indulge  in  an  adventurous  scheme 
of  legislation.  But  the  age  in  which  we  live 
demands  that  we  fearlessly  approach  every  evil, 
and  boldly  probe  it  to  its  source.  Antiquity,  of 
itself,  IS  no  longer  sufficient  to  protect  its  errors. 
Our  fathers  thus  reasoned,  when  they  gave  birth 
to  our  freedom  and  our  free  institutions. 

The  maxims  of  Europe  should  no  longer  be 
authority  to  us.  In  the  career  of  political  improve- 
ment she  is  a  sightless  distance  in  the  rear.  Of 
the  thousand  instances  to  which  reference  might 
be  had,  in  confirmation  of  this  truth,  take  that  of 
religious  freedom.  1 1  is  held  there,  as  a  sacred  max- 
im, which  it  would  be  deemed  impious  to  question, 
that  a  union  between  the  State  and  the  favored 
sect  is  indispensable  to  the  existence  ofjhe  Grov- 
ernment  and  religion.  In  the  most  favored  spot, 
a  wretched  toleration  is  all  that  is  indulged  ;  while 
in  another  {)orlion  we  are  informed  their  adora- 
ble King  f  whether  with  or  without  the  direction 
of  his  Holy  Allies  we  are  not  advised)  is  now 
seriously  deliberating  on  the  restoration  of  the  In- 
quisition. 

Let  us  turn  from  a  scene  at  which  the  heart 
sickens,  to  our  own  favored  land,  to  do  honor  to 
the  counsels  of  our  fathers,  while  we  are  enjoying 
their  beneficent  results.  Jefferson  (a  name  ever 
dear  to  freedom)  was  the  author,  not  only  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence,  but  of  unreserved 
equality  to  all  religious  sects.  Animated  by  a 
holy  zeal  for  the  happiness  of  his  species,  and 
guided  by  the  polarity  of  his  own  superior  genius, 
to  him  the  high  privilege  was  given  of  exploring 
the  hitherto  untrodden  path  of  political  science. 
In  the  eyes  of  this  great  Apostle  of  Liberty,  the 
hoary  errors  of  Europe  dwindled  into  contempt, 
and  a  disj^olution  between  the  Church  and  State 
was  the  result  of  his  efforts.     Have  the  fears  of 


the  timid  opponents  of  that  measure  been  realized  ? 
No.  The  world  has  beheld,  for  the  first  time,  the 
realization  of  that  promise  whose  charity  an- 
nounces the  divinity  of  its  origin.  The  partition 
wall  between  the  Jew  and  the  Gentile  has  in  very 
truth  been  broken  down.  Instead  of  an  insolent 
and  hypocritical  hierarchy,  eating  out  the  sub- 
stance of  the  land,  and  looking  down  with  con- 
tempt on  the  remainder  of  mankind,  the  messen- 
gers of  the  Gospel  here  go  out  with  the  meekness 
and  in  the  spirit  of  their  great  prototype,  depend- 
ing (and  not  in  vain)  on  the  voluntary  aid  of 
their  followers,  inculcating  with  sincerity  and  zeal 
the  sublimest  truths  of  their  religion,  and  practis- 
ing what  they  preach.  Here  religion  no  longer 
seeks  to  erect  its  altars  upon  the  ignorance  of 
mankind,  and  propagate  its  doctrines  by  fire  and 
the  sword.  Reason  has  been  substituted  for  su- 
perstition, charity  for  persecution.  Members  of 
different  creeds  sit  down  together,  and  participate 
at  the  same  table  of  the  awful  mysteries  of  their 
religion ;  and  every  where  we^  hear  inculcated, 
from  the  metropolis  to  the  wilderness,  throughout 
all  our  borders,  '•  On  earth  peace,  good  will  to- 
wards men.''  This  is  the  fruit  of  the  counsels  of 
\  our  fathers. 

Go  on,  then,  and  complete  the  work  they  have 
so  nobly  begun.  Let  us  erase  from  our  code  this 
barbarous  relict,  and  whatever  else  is  mischiev- 
ous. 

To  us,  in  part,  a  great  trust  has  been  confided 

the  welfare  of  the  country,  and  of  generations  yet 
to  come ;  nav,  the  world  itself  looks  to  us  as  to  a 
great  example,  whence  to  draw  the  oracles  of  po- 
litical truth.  Fill,  then,  the  measure  which  has 
been  assigned  you.  Never  tire  till  there  is  noth- 
ing to  be  done;  and  when  you  shall  have  reared 
a  monument  of  beneficent  legislation,  if  it*  be  in 
the  order  of  Providence  that  we  too,  in  our  turn, 
shall  be  involved  in  the  darkness  of  slavery  and 
superstition,  let  us  hope  that  our  labors,  though 
obscured  for  a  season  in  the  general  gloom,  may 
survive  the  eclipse,  and  become  the  guide  of  some 
future  deliverer  of  his  country. 

When  Mr.  Barbour  had  concluded,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Mills,  the  subject  was  postponed  till  Fri- 
day next. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Amasa  Stetson,  was 
taken  up  ;  but,  before  acting  upon  it,  the  Senate 
adjourned. 


Wednesday,  February  18. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  with  the  annual  statement 
of  the  appropriations  and  expenditures  for  the 
naval  service,  for  the  year  1823,  and  a  paper  show- 
ing the  expenditures  under  each  head  since  the  1st 
of  January,  1824,  and  the  unexpended  balances  of 
appropriations  on  the  1st  February,  1824.  The 
report  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs. 

The  bill  to  regulate  the  surveying  of  the  public 
and  private  lands  in  the  southern  part  of  Alabama, 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Chandler,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
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Militia,  reported  a  bill  more  effectually  to  provide 
for  the  national  defence,  bv  establishing  an  uni- 
form militia  throughout  the  United  States,  and 
providing  for  the  discipline  thereof;  and  the  bill 
was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Barton,  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  were  discharged  from  the  considera- 
tion of  the  petition  of  Charles  Oliver  Devezin. 

•  Mr.  Findlay  presented  the  memorial  of  Abra- 
ham L.  Pennock,  and  others,  and  of  Samuel  D. 
Franks,  and  others,  severally  praying  that  addi- 
tional duties  may  be  imposed  on  imported  iron, 
and  the  manufactures  thereof;  which  were  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and 
Manufactures. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  change  the  terms  of  the 
district  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  Ken- 
tucky district ;  which  was  read,  and  passed  to  a 
second  reading. 

Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred, 
reported  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  extinguishment 
of  the  debt  due  to  the  United  States  by  the  pur- 
chasers of  public  lands;  which  was  read,  and 
passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  explanatory  of  an  act  con- 
firming claims  to  lots  in  the  town  of  Mobile; 
which  was  twice  read,  by  unanimous  consent,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  Venable  and 
Jane  Morgan  ;  and  the  bill  supplementary  to  the 
several  acts  providing^for  ascertaining  and  ad- 

i'usting  the  titles  and^claims  to  land  in  the  St. 
lelena  and  Jackson  Courthouse  land  districts, 
were  severally  read  the  second  time;  and  the  last 
mentioned  bill  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

The  Senate  re>umed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  on  the 
petition  of  Ebenezer  Oliver  and  others ;  and  il 
was  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day 
for,  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition  of  Oba- 
diah  Jones ;  and  it  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Elliott  presented  the  petition  of  Andrew 
Low  and  others,  of  Savannah,  praying  to  be  re- 
leased from  the  payment  of  certain  custom-house 
bonds;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  on  the  petition  of 
John  S.  Stiles,  executor  of  George  Stiles ;  and  it 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committeeof  Claims  on  the  petition  (?f  Henry 
M.  Johnson ;  and  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Uble. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion 
of  yesterday,  to  instruct  the  Committee  on  Finance 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reprinting  the 
annual  Treasury  reports ;  and  agreed  thereto. 


AMASA  STETSON. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
for  the  relief  of  Amasa  Stetson,  was  taken  up  for 
consideration  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  Mr. 
Stetson  was  a  deputy  Commissary  General,  at 
Boston,  during  the  late  war.  He  claims  to  be  re- 
imbursed moneys  which  he  advanced,  as  interest, 
for  the  Government,  for  purchases  made  under 
positive  orders ;  losses  which  he  sustained  on  Trea- 
sury notes  paid  to  bim  for  advances  jwhich  he  bad 
actually  made  in  specie;  and  for  extensive  and 
responsibleservices  performed,  which  did  not  come 
within  the  requisite  duties  of  his  office.  For  all 
these  different  items  he  claims  about  ({12,000. 
The  committee  report  that,  in  their  opinion,  of  Mr. 
Stetson  ought  to  be  allowed  "the  sum  ofS2,031  49, 
being  for  interest  paid  by  him  for  money  loaned 
for  the  use  of  the  Government ;"  and  that  "they 
believe  that  no  more  than  justice  will  be  done 
him,  by  granting  him  the  pay  and  emoluments  of 
an  issuing  commissary,  for  three  years  and  three 
months  and  one  third  of  a  month,  amounting  to 
S3,615  67."  The  bill,  therefore,  proposes  to  pay 
him  ^,700  16. 

Mr.  Mills  moved  to  recommit  the  bill,  with 
instructions  so  to  modify  it  as  to  make  provii>ioD 
for  allowing  the  whole  amount  claimed  by  the  pe- 
tition, and  followed  his  motion  with  an  argument 
to  show  the  equity  and  reasonableness  of  the 
whole  claim  of  the  petitioner. 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  a  debate  of  much 
length,  on  the  merits  of  the  case;  in  which  Mr. 
RuGGLEs  (chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Claims) 
opposed  the  motion  to  recommit  the  bill,  and  sus- 
tained the  report  of  the  committee  ;  and  Messrs. 
Holmes,  of  Maine,  and  Mills,  maintained  the 
opposite  side  of  the  question,  and  urging  in  his 
behalf  fact.s,  highly  creditable  to  the  patriotL^m 
and  disinterestedness  of  the  official  conduct  of  the 
petitioner.  Mr.  Taylor,  of  Virginia,  made  some 
remarks  on  the  difficulty  of  ascertaining  the  real 
facts  of  such  cases,  by  the  Senate,  and  adverse  to 
the  claims  set  up  by  the  petitioner.  Messrs.  Lan- 
man,  Llotd,  of  Massachusets,  and  Lowrie,  also 
advocated  the  claim  to  a  greater  or  less  extent. 
To  all  these  gentlemen  Mr.  Klggles  replied,  and 
the  question  being  taken  on  the  recommitment  of 
the  bill,  it  was  carried — yeas  22,  nays  15;  and 
after  some  further  discussion,  on  the  part  of  Messrs. 
Smith,  Lloyo,  of  Massachusetts,  D'VV'olf,  Ruo- 
oles,  Mills,  and  others,  as  to  the  precise  nature 
of  the  instructions  to  go  to  the  committee. 

The  Senate  went  into  consideration  of  Execu- 
tive business,  and  soon  after  adjourned. 


Thdbsday,  February  19. 

The  bill  to  change  the  terms  of  the  district  court 
of  the  United  States,  for  the  Kentucky  district  ; 
and  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  extinguishment  of 
the  debt  due  to  the  United  States  by  the  purchas- 
ers of  public  lands;  were  severally  read  the  se- 
cond lime. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Noble,  the  Committee  on 
Pensions  were  discharged  from  the  consideration 


February,  1824. 


Obadiak  Jones. 


Senate. 


. 


of  the  petitions  of  Moses  Wing,  of  Israel  R.  Pot- 
ter, and  Eleanor  Tansey. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Noble,  the  Committee  on 
Pensions  were  discharged  from  the  consideration 
of  the  petition  of  Cornelius  Huson,  and,  on  his  mo- 
tion, the  said  motion  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana, 
Jumonville  de  Villier  had  leave  to  withdraw  his 
petition  and  papers,  presented  at  the  first  session 
of  the  Seventeenth  Congress. 

Mr.  Mills  presented  the  memorial  of  William 
Rotch,  junior,  and  others,  merchants,  of  New  Bed- 
ford, praying  indemnification  for  depredations 
commuted  on  their  commerce  by  the  public  and 
private  armed  vessels  of  France,  between  the 
years  1793  and  1800.  The  memorial  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  on  the 
petition  of  Ebenezer  Oliver,  and  others;  and  it 
was  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day 
for,  Monday  next. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  concur  in  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  extend  the  time  limited  for  the  settle- 
ment of  private  land  claims  in  the  Territory  of 
Florida,"'  with  amendments;  in  which  they  re- 
quest the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  their 
amendments  to  the  last  mentioned  bill,  and  con- 
curred therein. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  regulating  the  transportation  of 
gold  and  silver  bullion,  specie  and  jewels,  and 
carrying  of  passengers,  and  to  prohibit  the  receipt 
of  merchandise,  in  the  public  vessels  ol  the  United 
States  ;  and  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

OBADLAH  JONES. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  Claims,  unfavorable  to 
the  petition  of  Obadiah  Jones.  The  petitioner,  a 
receiver  of  public  moneys,  in  Alabama,  prays 
that  he  may  be  indemnified  for  the  loss  of  $495, 
belonging  to  the  Government,  which  was  stolen 
from  him,  and  for  which  he  has  been  required  to 
account. 

Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  opposed  the  report  of 
the  committee.  He  stated  the  circumstances  under 
which  the  robbery  was  committed,  to  show  that 
the  loss  did  not  arise  from  any  negligence  of  the 
petitioner,  who  sustains,  as  Mr.  K.  stated,  a  high 
character  for  integrity,  and  vigilance  in  the  duties 
of  his  office. 

Mr.  Ruggles  supported  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee, on  the  ground  that,  in  this  instance,  the 
loss  had  occurred  from  the  want  of  proper  care 
and  vigilance  in  keeping  the  public  money;  that 
the  petitioner  receives  a  salary  which  compensates 
him  for  all  the  risks  he  incurs  ;  and  that  there 
was  not  sufficient  proof  of  his  loss. 

Some  further  remarks  were  made  by  Messrs. 
I8ih  Con.  1st  Sess— 10 


Van  Dyke,  Chandler,  Smith,  Mills,  Kelly^ 
Bell,  and  Noble. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama,  moved  that  the  report 
be  recommitted,  with  instructions  to  report  a  bill 
authorizing'  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  pay 
to  the  petitioner  the  sum  of  $495,  on  proof  being 
adduced,  to  the  satisfaction  of  said  Secretary,  that 
the  money  was  in  fact  stolen,  without  fault  on 
the  part  of  the  petitioner.  Mr.  K.  supported,  and 
Mr.  Rcggles  opposed,  this  motion.  It  was  re- 
jected ;  and  the  report  of  the  committee  was  then 
agreed  to. 


Friday,  February  20. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  from 
the  Postmaster  General,  with  a  list  of  the  unpro- 
ductive post  roads,  for  the  year  1823.  The  report 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  showing  the  pay- 
ments made  at  the  Treasury  for  the  discharge 
of  miscellaneous  claims,  during  the  year  1323; 
the  contracts  and  purchases  made  by  collectors, 
for  the  revenue  service,  during  the  year  1822  ;  the 
expenditures,  on  account  of  sick  and  disabled  sea- 
men, during  the  year  1822  ;  and  the  contracts 
made,  relative  to  oi^,  lighthouses,  beacons,  buoys, 
stakeages,  dtc. 

Mr.  Talbot  communicated  the  remonstrance 
of  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky  against  the  deci- 
sion of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  in 
the  case  of  Green,  and  others,  against  Biddle,  at 
the  last  term,  declaring  the  act  of  that  Statfe,  of 
the  27ih  February,  1797,  concerning  occupying 
claimants  of  land,  and  the  act  amendatory  there- 
of, passed  31sl  January,  1812,  to  be  unconstitu- 
tional and  void  ;  representing  the  principle  therein 
proclaimed  as  an  infringement  of  the  sovereignty 
of  the  State;  and  requesting  their  Senators  and 
Representatives  in  Congress  to  use  their  best  ex- 
ertions to  procure  the  passage  of  a  law  requiring 
the  concurrence  of  two-thirds  of  the  judges  of 
that  court,  in  all  cases  involving  the  validity  of  a 
law  of  any  Stale,  or  an  increase  of  the  number 
of  the  judges.  The  remonstrance  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Branch  presented  the  memorial  of  David 
Wallace,  senior,  praying  indemnification  for  de- 
predations committed  on  his  property  by  the  pub- 
lic and  private  armed  vessels  of  France,  between 
the  years  1793  and  1800.  The  memorial  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations. 

Mr.  Ruggles,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
to  whom  was  recommitted  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Amasa  Stetson,  with  instructions  to  make  a 
further  allowance  for  interest,  reported  the  same, 
with  an  amendment.  The  committee  propose 
an  additional  section,  allowing  a  further  sum  of 
about  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  for  in- 
terest on  moneys  advanced,  &c. 

Mr.  Eaton,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  recommitted,  with  instruc- 
tions, the  petition  of  John  Forbes  and  Co.,  and  of 

t 


291 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


292 


293 


ii 


«l 


Senate. 


Road3  in  Florida. 


FCBBDART,  1824. 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


294 


John  McAlister,  reported  a  bill  releasing  to  John 
McAlister,  or  the  legal  representatives  of  John 
Forbes,  a  certain  tract  of  land ;  which  was  read, 
and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Seymour  asked  and  obtained  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  in  addition  to  an  act  entitled  "An 
act  to  amend  the  ordinance  and  acts  of  Congres.-* 
for  the  government  of  the  Territory  of  Michi- 
gan, and  for  other  purposes  ;"  which  was  twice 
read,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Bell,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Samuel  White, 
made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Samuel  White.  The  report  and  bill  were 
read,  and  the  bill  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Talbot,  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  James  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  was  taken 
up  for  consideration,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
This  bill  proposes  to  allow  Mr.  Johnson,  who  was 
a  paymaster  in  a  regiment  of  volunteers,  during 


three  hundred  miles;  and  the  distance  to  be  sur- 
veyed for  the  two  other  roads  would  be  about 
six  hundred  miles.  It  was  of  great  importance 
to  have  a  communication  opened  along  the  coast 
of  that  Territory.  The  inhabitants,  living  under 
the  same  government,  were  widely  separated  from 
each  other.  The  proposed  road  will  pass  through 
a  very  fine  and  fertile  country,  mostly  belonging 
to  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  It  ap- 
peared to  the  committee  to  be  necessary  that 
something  should  be  done  to  increase  the  value  of 
this  property.  The  trustees  of  that  Territory  re- 
quire protection  from  the  Government,  and  this 
measure  will  accelerate  its  settlement.  As  the 
sum  appropriated  was  not  very  great,  he  hoped 
the  bill  would  pass. 

Mr.  Jackson  said  this  road  was  of  great  im- 
portance, from  two  considerations — the  first,  as  it 
related  to  the  defence,  and  the  second,  in  regard 
to  the  population  of  that  part  of  the  country.  If 
gentlemen  would  recur  to  the  map  of  that  part  of 


the  late  war,  a  credit  in  the  settlement  of  his  ac- 1  the  Territory,  they  would  perceive  that  it  would 
counts  with  the  Government,  for  moneys  paid  '  be  absolutely  impos>ible  to  succor  St.  Augustine, 
for  rations,  more  than  was  allowed  by  the  law  except  by  water.  The  road  could  be  made  at  a 
fixing  the  price  of  rations.  After  a  few  remarks  j  small  expense,  and  would  furnish  the  means  of 
by  Messrs.  Talbot,  CnANOLtR,  S.mith,  Wil- |  immediate  defence.  He  thought  the  United  Stales 
LiAMd,  and  Jackson,  the  bill  was  reported  to  the  '  ought  to  keep  an  eye  on  that  f)art  of  the  country — 
Senate,  without  amendment,  and  passed  to  be  en-  i  it  is  now  very  weak  and  defenceles?.  Without 
grossed,  and  read  the  third  time.  ^  this  road,  people  could  not  be  induced  so  speedily 

Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  from  the  Committee  on  '  to  emigrate  to  that  Territory,  and  its  settlement 
Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred    the  bill  ex-    would  be  retarded.  <. 

planatory  of  an  act  confirming  claims  to  lots  in  Mr.  Lowrie  ."iaid  there  were  two  objects  speci- 
the  town  of  Mobile,  reported  it  wiriiou:  amend- ;  fied  in  this  bill,  which  the  gentleman  had  not 
Dient.  touched  upon — the  surveys  of  two  other  routes, 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  that  the  ,  besides  the  one  where  the  road  was  to  be  made. 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  be  discharged  from  i  He  wished  inforiuaiion  on  those  points;  as  three 
the  consideration  of  the  petition  of  James  Ore,  I  thousand  dollars  wa>  appropriated  for  the  surveys, 
the  said  motion  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.      '  while  only   twenty   thousand   dollars  was   to   be 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  for  '  granted  for  making  the  other  road, 
the  better  security  of  public  moneys  in  the  hands  Mr.  Brown,  in  explanation,  remarked  that  the 
of  marshals,  clerks,  and  attorneys;  and,  after  some  '  contemplated  routes,  which  were  to  be  surveyed, 
discussion  by  Messrs.  Hol.mes,  of  Maine,  Mills,  i  embraced  an  extent  of  six  hundred  miles;  while 
and  Van  Dyke,  the  bill,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wil-  |  the  road  to  be  made  was  only  three  hundred. 
LiAMs,  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  the  Those  routes  which  were  to  be  traced  out,  touch 
"'"i'P'^'^5^;  \^^  different  parts  of  the  Territory,  the  communica- 

The  bill  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt  was  j  tion  with  which  is  highly  important, 
taken  up.     Mr.  Van   Huren  proposed   two  new        Mr.  Lowhie  inquired  of  the  chairman  of  the 
sections,  as  substitutes  for  the  first  and  fourth  sec-  '  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals,  what  data  the 
tions  of  the  bill.     The  amendments  were  ordered  i  committee  had  adopted,  in  estimating  the  expen- 
to   be  printed,  and   the  whole  ^ubject  was   post-  j  ditures  for  these  purposes, 
poned  till  Monday  next,  and  made   the  order  of        Mr.  Brown  said  the  committee  had  before  them 


that  day. 

ROADS  L\    FLORIDA. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  irj  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  entitled  '-An  act  to  authorize  the 
laying  out  and  opening  certain  public  roads  in 
the  Territory  of  Florida." 

The  bill  propo 
thousand  dollar 
from  Pensacola 


the  statements  furnished  by  the  delegate  who  rep- 
resented that  Territory  in  the  other  House.  From 
these,  and  such  information  as  could  be  gained 
from  the  riiap  of  that  country,  the  e:>timales  were 
made. 

Mr.  Jackson  did  not  doubt  that  the  appropria- 
tion  provided  in   this   bill,  with  the  labor  ol  the 


)poses  an  appropriation  of  twenty  ,  military  force  stationed  in  that  part  of  the  country, 
rs  lor  the  purpose  of  making  a  road;  would  be  adequate  to  the  proposed  objects—he 
a  to  bi.  AugUNtine,  and  three  thou-  |  said  that,  by  this  means,  a  topographical  view  of 


Mr.  Brown  stated  that  the  distance  over  which 
the  road  was  proposed  to  be  made,  was  about 


apply  more  money  to  the  pur|)Ose  than  should  be 
found  necessary. 
Mr.  Chandl£r  thought  that  must  be  a  very 


sanH   Hnllarc  f»r  ft,„  c  ' •  T  '  "7  ""'  «'»to">,  a   loiKJgrannicai  view  ol 

S?,  J     fk  ^^e  purpose  of  surveying  routes    the  country  through  which  the  roads  were  to  run  \ 

d'fferTnt'^mt''        '^^"^^^''"^  ^^^^  '^-"''^^V  ^'  I  would  be  obtained'';  and  the  President  would  noi  ^ 
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extraordinary  country  indeed,  if  twenty  thousand 
dollars  would  make  three  hundred  miles  of  road 
in  it.  We  have  been  told  that  the  soldiers  could 
not  work  in  that  country.  Mr.  C.  believed  that, 
if  twenty  thousand  dollars  were  appropriated  now, 
it  would  not  be  a  great  while  before  Congress 
would  be  called  upon,  to  vote  more  money  for 
this  object. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  could   hardly  believe 
that  fifty  or  sixty  dollars  a  mile,  which  was  all  the 
sum  mentioned  in  the  bill  would  amount  to,  would 
be  sufficient  to  make  this  road.     He  felt  in  favor 
of  making  a  road  from  Pensacola   to  St.  Augus- 
tine, but  wished   to  know  what   the  real   cost  of 
such  a  road  would  be.     How  much  it  would  cost 
in  money,  and  how  much  labor  the  soldiers  could 
perform.     He  wished  to  know  if  the  committee 
had  estimated  the  cost.    When  appropriations  are 
to   be   made,   an   estimate    is    generally   required. 
When  a  lightlxjuse  or  a   pier   is   to   be   built,  the 
committee  is  called   upon   for  an   estimate.     He 
thought  the  Government  were  going   too   far  in 
this  business,  in  making  out   these  two   roads  of 
three  hundred  miles  each.     The  distance,  consid- 
ering the  sinuosities  of  the  road,  might  be  a  great 
deal  more  than  was  calculated.     If  the  survey  is 
made,  we  shall  be  called  upon,  some  time  or  other, 
to  make  the  roads  also.     Mr.  H.  thought  it  would 
be  much  better  to  begin  by  making  the  road  from 
Pensacola  to  St.  Augusiine;  they  are  united  un- 
der one  government,  the  operations  of  which   re- 
quire that  there  should  be  a^^ommunication   be- 
tween the  two  places.    He  was,  therefore,  in  favor 
ol  that  part  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Elliott  said,  that  he  was  not  surprised 
that  gentlemen   who  came   from   a   part  of  the 
country  where  roads  were  made  in  a  very  different 
manner,  should  think  the  sum   mentioned  in  this 
bill  too  small  for  the  contemplated   purpose.     In 
that  part  of  the  country  wl^ere  the  roads  must  be 
rendered  perfectly  hard,  so  as  to  secure  them  from 
the  operation  of  the  frost,  the  expense  would,  un- 
doubtedly, be  much  greater.     But.  in  the  section 
where  this  road  is  to  be  located,  all  that  is  done  is 
to  fell  the  trees,  and  excavate  ditches   by  the  side 
of  the  road.     There  is  no  need  of  any  great  quan- 
tity of  material.     He  believed  ten    thousand  dol- 
lars would  be  sufficient  to  fell  the  timber,  and  lay 
out  the  road.     The  most  imiwriant  difficulty  is 
the  swamps  through  which   the  road   must   pass; 
the  timber  is  rolled  into  them,  as  it   is   cut   down, 
and  the  mud  is  filled  in  from  the  ditches.     These 
are  our  roads.     They  are  not   like  those   in   the 
North,  and  hence  they  do  not  cost  as  much  money. 
He  believed   that   twenty   thousand   dollars,  with 
the  services  of  the  military,  would  be  amply  suffi- 
cient.    With  regard  to  the  surveys  to  be  made  for 
the  other  roads,  the   population   of  the  country 
would  be  greatly  facilitated  by  opening  these  com- 
munications.    They  pass  through  a  wilderness,  in 
which  it  is  only  necessary  to  fell  the  timber,  and 
those  who  pass  ui>on  the  road  will  make  it.     We 
have  only  to  mark  out  the  way.     In  the  event  of 
war,  it  would   be  very  important,  as  furnishing 
opportunities  for  an  army  to   pass  with   celerity. 
Mr.  E.  thought  it  absolutely  necessary,  for  the 


welfare  of  that  part  of  the  country,  that  this  bill 
should  be  adopted;  the  country  would  then  be 
open  to  the  inspection  of  persons  who  wish  to 
settle  there.  It  is  now  in  a  very  exposed  situa- 
tion ;  it  may  be  called  the  jnquet  of  the  Union ; 
and  shall  we  suffer  it  to  remain  defenceless?  As 
this  measure  would  furnish  facilities  for  investi- 
gating the  country,  and  means  for  its  defence,  Mr. 
E.  hoped  it  would  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Jackson  said  he  had  himself  marched 
through  a  considerable  part  of  that  Territory,  and 
was  enabled  to  open  roads  at  the  rale  of  twenty 
miles  a  day.  If  an  army  was  able  to  open  a  road 
at  that  rate,  he  believed  that  twenty  thousand  dol- 
lars would  be  a  sufficient  sum  for  this  purpose. 
He  had  no  doubt  that  it  would  be  sufficient,  un- 
less bridges  were  to  be  made  over  the  streams, 
which  he  believed  was  not  intended. 

Mr.  Brown  said  that,  as  the  gentleman  from 
Maine  wished  for  estimates,  as  they  were  furnish- 
ed in  regard  to  lighthouses,  dec,  he  could  inform 
him,  in   relation   to  the  surveys  to  be  made  in 
Florida,  it  was  estimated  that  they  would  cost  five 
dollars  per  mile ;  that  surveyors  in  that  section  of 
the  country  would  trace  out  roads  at  the  rate  of 
three  dollars  the  mile;  and  the  committee  calcu-. 
lated   that  five  dollars   a   mile  would  defray  the 
I  whole  expense.     The  utility  of  these  surveys,  he 
I  thought,  was  unquestionable,  as  they  served  as 
j  guides  to  travellers  who  explore  the  country.    The 
j  soil  is  i>o  dry,  and  so  easy  to   be  worked,  that  he 
j  believed  the  expense  would  not  be  more  than  the 
i  sum  proposed  in  the  bill. 

I      The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate  with- 
I  out  amendment;  and,  upon  its  passage  to  a  third 
I  reading,  Mr.  Chandler  called   for   the  yeas  and 
nays,  which  were  as  follows: 

Vkas — Messrs.  Barton,  Branch,  Brown,  Eaton,  Ed- 
wards of  Connecticut,  Elliott,  Findlay,  Gaillard, 
Hayne,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes  of  Mississippi, 
Jackson,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  King  of  Alabama, 
Lanman,  Lowrie,  Mcljvaine,  Mills,  Parrott,  Rugglea, 
Seymour,  Smith,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Thomas, 
Van  Buren,  Ware,  Williams — 18. 

^' A T8— Messrs.    Bell,   Chandler,  Clayton,  D'WoIf, 
Knight,  Macon,  Taylor  of  Virginia,  Van  Dyke— 8. 

So  the  bill  passed  to  a  third  reading. 


lTB.  i 


Monday,  February  23. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  with  a  report  of^the  Sec- 
ond Auditor,  relative  to  the  accounts  for  disburse- 
ments in  the  Indian  Department,  for  the  year 
ending  30th  September,  1823;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to'the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Postmaster  General,  with  the  number,  names,  and 
salaries,  of  the  clerks  employed  in  his  office,  du- 
ring the  year  1823. 

Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the  memorial  of  William 
Duane,  late  Adjutant  General  in  the  Army  of  the 
United  States,  praying  remuneration  for  money 
expended,  services  rendered,  and  losses  sustained, 
in  the  service  of  the  Government.     The  memo- 
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rial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Military  Affairs. 

Mr,  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  presented  the  pe- 
tition oi  Lewis  A.  Tarascon,  and  others,  praying 
the  opening  of  a  wagon  road  from  the  river  Mis- 
souri, north  of  the  river  Kansas,  to  the  river  Co- 
lumbia; which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
select  committee  on  roads  and  canals. 

Mr.  Noble  communicated  the  following  reso- 
lutions of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of 
Indiana,  viz: 

Rttoived,  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Slate  of 
Indiana,  That  the  reasons  of  the  compact  between 
tpe  General  Government  and  this  State,  by  which  this 
State  guarantied  an  exemption  from  taxation  of  all 
lands,  for  five  years  from  and  after  the  purchase 
tk^reof,  purchased  of  the  General  Government  alter 
the  first  day  of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  sixteen,  have,  by  the  act  of  Congress  chang- 
ing the  whole  land  system,  totally  ceased. 

Resolved,  That  the  right  of  taxation,  on  the  part  of 
this  State,  from  and  after  the  day  of  sale,  cannot,  by 
any  posc^ibility,  be  injurious  to  the  interests  of  the 
United  States. 

Resolved,  That  our  Representatives  in  Congress  be 
requested,  and  our  Senators  instructed,  to  use  their 
utmost  exertions  to  obtain  a  repeal,  or  modification,  of 
the  compact  between  the  United  States  and  this  State, 
as  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  resolution. 

Resolved,  That  his  Excellency  the  Governor  be  re- 
quested toi  transmit  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolutions 
to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  in 
Congress,  and  a  copy  to  each  of  our  Senators  and 
Representatives. 

The  resolutions  were  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  RuGGLEs,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  William 
Eaton,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  resolu- 
tion, that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not 
to  be  granted. 

The  report  and  resolution  were  read,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs  were  discharged 
from  the  consideration  of  the  petition  of  Holden 
W.  Prout,  administrator  of  Joshua  W.  Prout. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Lewis  A. 
Petray  and  Just  Viel,  and  of  Napier,  Rapelye, 
and  Bennett,  made  separate  reports,  accompanied 
by  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Napier,  Rapelye,  and 
Bennett,  and  Petray  and  Viel.  The  reports  and 
bill  were  read,  and  the  bill  passed  to  a  second 
reading ;  and  the  reports  were  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  Hayne  presented  the  memorial  of  William 
Elliott,  and  others,  styling  themselves  a  committee 
in  behalf  of  the  inhabitants  of  Beaufort,  South 
Carolina  protesting  against  the  imposition  of  any 
additional  duties  on  import.s ;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and 
Manufactures. 

Mr.  Barton  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested   to  inform   the  Senate,   what   measures 


have  been  taken  to  procure  and  lay  before  the  Senate, 
at  this  session  of  Congress,  the  originals,  or  copies,  of 
all  the  contracts  for  surveying  the  public  lands,  made 
by  the  Surveyor  General  of  Illinois,  Missouri,  and 
Arkansas,  since  the  first  day  of  January,  1819,  ia 
compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  adopted 
on  the  25th  of  February,  1823;  and  at  what  time 
said  contracts,  or  copies  thereof,  will  probably  be  laid 
before  the  Senate,  in  pursuance  of  said  resolution. 

Mr.  HoL.MEs.  of  Maine,  submitted  the  following 
motion  for  consideration  ;  which  was  read  : 

Resolved,  That  the  following  rule  be  added  to  the 
rules  of  the  Senate  : 

The  yeas  and  nays  shall  be  required,  on  the  final 
vote  on  tvtry  act,  in  the  three  last  days  of  every 
session. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

JAMES  ORE,  Ac. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  sub- 
mitted some  days  since,  that  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  be  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  petition  of  James  Ore.  was  taken 
up.  This  petitioner  holds  a  tract  of  land,  under 
the  eighth  article  of  the  treaty  of  8th  July,  1817, 
with  the  Cherokee  tribe  of  Indians,  reserving  to 
each  of  the  heads  of  families  residing  on  the  ter- 
ritory ceded  by  that  treaty,  a  life  estate  in  a  tract 
of  six  hundred  acres  of  land,  the  fee  simple  to  ^o 
to  their  children  ;  these  titles  to  be  forfeited  in 
case  they  leave  the  land.  The  petitioner  prays 
that  the  fee  simple  to  the  land  may  be  vested  m 
him. 

Mr.  Kelly  opposed  the  motion,  on  the  grounds 
that  the  principles  which  had  been  adopted  in  ex- 
tinguishing the  Indian  title  by  purchase,  and  a 
fair  regard  to  the  character  of  contracts,  ought  to 
give  the  fee  simple  to  the  holders  of  the  land,  in- 
stead of  their  descendants;  that  most  of  the  In- 
dians were  now  so  far  civilized,  as  to  be  compe- 
tent to  take  due  care  of  their  property ;  and  if 
they  should  not  prove  goodr  neighbors,  their  land 
might  be  bought  from  ihetn,  if  they  were  invested 
with  the  title,  so  far, as  to  be  able  to  dispose  of  it; 
as  it  stood  at  present,  they  were  compelled  to  re- 
main upon  the  land,  or  to  forfeit  their  title.  He 
was,  therefore,  opposed  to  discharging  the  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  briefly  supported  the 
motion  to  discharge.  .And  the  motion  was  then 
agreed  to. 

The  bill  more  effectually  to  provide  for  the  na- 
tional defence,  by  establishing  an  uniform  militia 
throughout  the  United  States,  and  providing  for 
the  discipline  thereof;  the  bill  releasing  to  John 
McAlister,  or  the  legal  representatives  of  John 
Forbes,  a  certain  tract  of  land  ;  and  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Samuel  White,  were  severally  read 
the  second  tune. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Johnson  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An    act   to  authorize  the 

laying  out  and  opening  certain   public   roads  in 

the  Territory  of  Florida,"   was  read    the   third 

time,  and  passed. 

I      A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
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informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  '•  An  act  making  appropriations 
for  the  military  service  of  the  United  States,  for 
the  year  1824,"  and  a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  giv- 
ing the  consent  and  sanction  of  Congress  to  a 
certain  act  of  the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Florida,"  in  which  bills  they  request  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

AMERICAN  HEMP. 

The  PRESinENT  communicated  a  report  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  made  in  compliance 
with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  of  the  22d  Jan- 
uary last,  on  the  subject  of  the  use  of  American 
hemp  for  cordage,  in  the  naval  service.  The  re- 
port was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed.  It  is  as 
lollows  : 

*    Navt  Depahtmewt,  Feb.  13,  1924. 

Sib  :  In  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the 
22d  of  January  last,  "that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  the  Senate,  so  far  as 
can  be  ascertained  from  the  accounts  in  the  Navy  De- 
partment, the  quantity  of  cordage  manufactured  from 
hemp  of  domestic  growth,  which  has  been  used  in  the 
service  of  the  Navy,  since  the  year  1812  ;  and  the  rea- 
sons, if  any,  why  cordage  manufactured  from  domes- 
tic hemp  cannot  be  used  as  advantageously  and  as 
economically  for  the  Navy  of  the  United  States  as 
cordage  manufactured  from  imported  hemp,"  I  have 
the  honor  to  enclose  a  letter  from  the  Board  of  Navy 
Commissioners,  dated  27th  January,  1824,  and  one 
from  the  Fourth  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  dated  12th 
February,  1824;  and  am. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 
SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Hon.  Pkksidsxt  or  tuk  Skxatk. 

NaTT    CoMMISSIO^fERs'    OfFICE, 

January  27,  1824. 
Si  k  :  Upon  the  subject  of  the  resolution  of  the  hon- 
orable the  Senate  of  the  United  States  of  the  22d  in- 
stant, calling  for  information  as  to  the  "quantity  of 
cordage  manufactured  from  hemp  of  American  growth, 
which  has  been  used  in  the  service  of  the  Navy  since 
the  year  1812,  and  the  reasons,  if  any.  why  cordage 
manufactured  from  American  hemp  cannot  be  used  as 
advantageously  and  as  economically  for  the  Navy  of 
the  United  States  na  cordage  manufactured  from  im- 
ported hemp,"  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy  have 
the  honor  to  state: 

That  they  have  no  knowledge  of  any  cordage,  man- 
ufactured from  hemp  of  American  growth,  having 
been  used  in  the  Navy  since  the  establishment  of  the 
board ;  that,  in  the  contracts  made  by  them  for  cord- 
age, they  have  uniformly  introduced  a  stipulation, 
bindin((  the  contractors  to  manufacture  the  cordage  of 
the  best  Russian  hemp. 

The  reasons  which  entitle  Russian  hemp  to  a  pref- 
erence are  to  be  found  solely,  it  is  believed,  in  the 
manner  of  preparing  it  for  market.  In  its  natural 
state  American  hemp  is,  unquestionably,  as  good  as 
that  of  any  other  country  ;  and  numerous  experiments 
prove  the  fact,  that,  when  prepared  as  Russian  hemp 
is,  it  is  fully  equal  to  the  best  Russian  hemp,  and  in- 
deed superior  to  that  generally  imported.  The  Rus- 
sian method  is  called  "  water  rotting  ;"  that  practised 
in  the  United  States  "dew  rotting." 

Hemp  prepared  by  dew  rotting  has  a  dark  color, 
and  frequently  appears  as  if  it  were  mildewed.     But, 


from  whatever  cause,  or  combination  of  causes,  itmaj 
proceed,  universal  experience  has  proved  that  cordage 
made  of  dew-rotted  hemp  is  far  less  durable  than  that 
made  of  water-rotted  hemp,  particularly  when  used 
for  cables  ;  although,  when  perfectly  new,  it  may  be 
nearly  as  strong,  and  is  sometimes  found  to  be  equally 
so.  Hence,  cordage  manufactured  from  American 
hemp  cannot,  in  the  opinion  of  the  commissioners,  bo 
used  as  advantageously  and  as  economically  for  the 
Navy  of  the  United  Sutea  as  cordage  manufactured 
fron^  imported  hemp. 

With  a  climate  and  great  extent  of  soil,  admirably 
adapted  to  the  culture  of  hemp,  it  appears  to  be  a 
subject  of  regret  that  our  countrymen  have  not  fallen 
upon  some  plan  of  preparing  their  hemp  for  use,  so  as 
to  give  it  all  the  advanUges  it  naturally  possesses. 
The  commissioners  have  ever  been  desirous  of  intro- 
ducing into  our  Navy  cordage  made  of  hemp  of  our 
own  growth  ;  but  when  they  reflect  that  the  safety  of 
our  ships,  and  the  lives  of  those  on  board  of  them,  de- 
pend  so  much  upon  the  quality  of  the  cordage  used, 
they  cannot  take  upon  themselves  the  responsibility 
of  using  that  which  their  own  and  universal  expe- 
rience have  pronounced  to  be  of  inferior  quality. 

The  commissioners  have  heretofore  offered  every 
encouragement  in  their  power,  consistently  with  a  due 
regard  to  economy,  to  the  growers  of  American  hemp, 
to  induce  them  to  adopt  the  Russian  or  some  other 
equally  good  method  of  preparing  their  hemp.  Coald 
this  be  effected,  the  duty  of  the  commissioners  would 
then,  in  their  view  of  the  subject,  permit  them  to  in- 
dulge the  disposition,  which  they  will  never  cease  to 
cherish,  to  use  for  the  navy  cordage  manufactured  of 
American  hemp,  to  the  entire  exclusion  of  hemp  the 
product  of  any  other  country. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &.c. 

JOHN  RODGERS. 

Hon.  S.  L.  SouTHAan,  .SecVy  of  Navy. 

Trxasckt  Dspaktxxht, 
Fourth  Auditor's  Office,  Feb.  13,  18J4. 

Sia :  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  3l8t  ult.,  en- 
closing a  copy  of  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States,  requiring  information  relative  to  the 
quantity  of  cordage  manufactured  from  hemp  of  do- 
mestic growth,  since  the  year  1812,  I  have  the  honor 
to  state  that  the  information  cannot  be  accurately  as- 
certained from  the  settlements  made  in  this  office. 
It  appears,  however,  that  about  one  hundred  and 
eighty-two  tons  of  Kentucky  yams,  and  cordage  man- 
ufactured from  Kentucky  hempen  yarns,  have  been 
contracted  for  and  delivered  in  1813  and  1814,  viz  : 

One  hundred  tons  cordage,  contracted  for  by  Mat- 
thew L.  Davis,  to  be  manufactured  from  Kentucky 
hempen  yarns,  and  deUvered  at  New  York  in  1813. 

Fifty  tons  Kentucky  yarns,  contracted  for  by  Rich- 
ard Pindell  and  H.  Clay,  dehvered  at  Baltimore 
in  1814. 

Thirty -one  tons  17cwt.  2qr5.  27  lbs.  Kentucky  yarns, 
contracted  for  and  delivered  at  New  Orleans  in  1813, 
by  W.  Garret. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec. 

CONSTANT  FREEMAN, 

Fourth  Auditor. 

Hon.  S.  L.  SocTHABo,  See'ry  of  Navy. 

EBENEZER  OLIVER,  AND  OTHERS. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
unfavorable  to  the  petition  of  Ebenezer  Oiirer, 
and  others,  of  Boston,  was  taken  up  for  consid- 
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eration.  These  petitioners,  as  Directors  of  the  |  United  States,  praying  an  equitable  settlement  of 
New  England  Mississippi  Land  Company,  claim  j  his  accounts  ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
indemnity  for  a  tract  of  land  belonging  to  them  ;  ,  Committee  on  Finance. 

which  indemnity,to  the  amount  of  about  8130,000,  !  Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Maryland,  presented  the  netiiion 
was  awarded  to  another  company,  by  an  error  of  i  of  Benjamin  M.  Belt,  praying  payment  ot  his  ac- 
the  commissioners  appointed  under  the  act  of  3d  count,  for  materials  and  labor,  m  fitting  up  apart- 
March,  1814,  to  adjust  and  determine  upon  the    ments  in  the  City  Hall,  for  the  accommodation 


Greorgia  land  claims,  (commonly  called  the  Yazoo 
claims,)  a  considerable  part  of  this  money  having 
since  come  into  the  hands  of  the  United  Stales, 
to  whom  a  proportion  of  the  claim  of  the  latter 
company  belonged. 

This  error,  on  the  part  of  the  commis.sioners,  is 


of  the  circuit  court  of  the  District  of  Columbia; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Barton,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  supplement- 
ary to  the  several  acts  providing  for  ascertaming 


now  an  acknowledged  one;  they  having  decided  and  adjusting  the  titles  awl  claims  to  land  in  the 
that,  as  the  endorsed  notes  of  hand,  which  were  St.  Helena  and  Jackson  co'^rthouse  land  districts, 
given  in  payment  for  said  tract  of  land,  had  not  reported  it  with  ail  amendment, 
been  paid,  the  holders  of  these  notes  retained  a  Mr.  \oble,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
lien  upon  the  land  as  security.  The  petitioners  moved  that  the  Committee  be  discharged  from  the 
also  claim  that,  if  it  should  not  appear  proper  to  further  consideration  of  the  petition  of  Cornelius 
the  Government  to  give  them  the  indemnity  Hewson.  This  petitioner  prays  the  allowance  of 
which  they  lost  by  an  error  on  the  part  of  the  a  pension,  in  consequence  of  wounds  received  by  a 
commissioners,  their  releases  may  be  given  up,  and  fall  on  the  ice,  while  engaged  in  the  transporta- 
they  be  reinstated  in  the  title  which  they  held  tion  of  forage  for  the  United  States  troops ;  by 
previous  to  the  appointment  of  the  commissioners;  which,  as  he  states,  he  has  been  disabled  from 
as  the  act  of  Congress  expressly  provides  that  the  \  laboring  for  his  support.  The  committee  was  ac- 
release,  which  the  petitioners  gave  to  the  Gov-    cordingly  discharged. 

ernment,  was  not  to  lake  effect  until  indemnity  Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  from  the  Committee 
was  made.  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  peti- 

Mr.  Mills  moved  lo  reverse  the  report  of  the  tion  of  Marie  Louise  de  la  Gautrais,  widow  of 
committee.  He  spoke,  at  considerable  length,  Francois  Gonsoulin.  made  a  report,  accompanied 
in  support  of  the  justice  and  equity  of  this  by  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Harpin  de  la 
claim.  Gautrais;  and  liie  report  and  bill  were  read,  and 

Mr.  Van  Buren,  chairman  of  the  Committee    the  bill  passed  to  a  second  reading, 
on  the  Judiciary,  supported  the  report.     He  did  |      The  two  bills  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
noi  consider  that  the  Government  was  bound,  in  i  lives,  brought  up  yesterday  for  concurrence,  were 
justice  or  equity,  to  allow  the  claim  now  under    severally  read. 

consideration.  He  believed  it  would  be  highly  ■  The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropria- 
inexpedient  and  impolitic  to  allow  it;  and  went  lions  for  the  military  service  of  the  ifnited  States, 
into  a  history  of  the  origin  of  the  claim,  to  sup-  for  the  year  1824,*'  was  read  the  second  time,  by 
port  his  opinion.  As  the  commissioners  were  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  lo  the  Comrail- 
appointed  to  decide /W/i/  upon  all  the  conflicting    tee  on  Finance. 

claims  of  this  kind,  according  to  the  best  of  ihe  The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Napier,  Rapelye  and 
light  and  knowledge  which  they  possessed  ;  and  i  Bennett,  and  Petray  and  Viel,  was  read  the  second 
as  this  was  an  error  in  judgment  upon  law  merely,    time. 

he  thought  their  proceedings  could  not  be  opened        The  resolution  proposing  an  additional  rule,  for 
by  Congress  for  the  correction  of  errors.     He  re-    conducting  business  in  the  Senate,  was  read  the 
sisted  the  claim  of  the  petitioners  to  be  reinstated    second  time, 
in  their  former  title  to  the  land,  on  the  ground  !     TheSenaleresumed  iheconsiderationofthereport 


that  the  very  spirit  of  the  law  for  the  appointment 
of  the  commissioners  forbade  it,  as  the  grand  ob- 
ject for  which  that  law  was  passed,  was,  to  quiet 
all  these  ccnflicting  claims,  and  relieve  the  Gov- 
ernment from  them. 

Messrs.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  and  Kelly,  advo- 
cated the  report  of  the  committee;  and,  without  I 
deciding  upon  the  question,  the  Senate  adjourned 


Tuesday,  February  24. 
The  President  communicated  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  statements  from 
the  incorporated  banks  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, showing  the  stale  of  their  affairs  on  the  31sl 
of  December  last. 

Mr.  Hayne   presented   the   petition   of   Peter 
Irezevant,  formerly  a  purser  in  the  Navy  of  the 


of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  on  the  petition 
of  Ebenezer  Oliver,  and  others,  together  with  the 
proposed  amendment;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
Talbot,  the  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Thursday 
next. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion 
of  yesterday,  requesting  information  relative  to 
contracts  for  surveying  certain  public  lands,  which 
was  requested  by  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the 
25th  of  February,  1823,  and  agreed  thereto;  and 
the  Secretary  was  directed  to  lay  the  same  before 
the  President  of  the  United  States.   \ 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Comrmnee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  allowing  a  drawback  on  the  ex- 
^rtation  of  cordage,  manufactured  in  the  United 
Stales  from  foreign  hemp  ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
D'Wolf,  it  was  postponed  to,  and  made  the  or- 
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der  of  the  day  for,  Tuesday,  the  9th  of  March 
next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded, as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  consider 
the  bill  authorizing  letters  patent  to  be  issued  to 
Samuel  Brown.  This  bill  came  from  the  other 
House,  and  was  reported  by  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee of  the  Senate,  without  amendment.  It 
authorizes  a  patent  to  be  issued  to  Samuel  Brown, 
for  a  certain  valuable  invention,  in  which  several 
Americans  are  interested  with  him,  but  which 
cannot  be  patented,  except  by  a  special  act,  in 
consequence  of  the  inventor  not  having  resided  in 
this  country  the  requisite  number  of  years.  Mr. 
Van  Buren  stated  the  grounds  upon  which  the 
bill  was  founded.  It  was  then  reported  to  the 
Senate  without  amendment,  and  passed  to  a  third 
reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  in  further  addition 
to  "An  act  to  establish  a  uniform  rule  of  natural- 
ization ;''  and  it  was  recommitted  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  resolution  proposing  an  amendment 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  as  it  re- 
spects the  choice  of  Representatives  in  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  Slates,  and  the  election  of  the 
President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States; 
together  with  the  amendment  reported  thereto  by 
the  select  committee;  and,  on  motion,  it  was  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  repeal,  in 
part,  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  lessen  the  com- 
pensation for  marshals,  clerks,  and  attorneys,  in 
the  cases  therein  mentioned,"  together  with  the 
amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary  ;  the  amendments  were  agreed 
to,  and  the  bill  reported  to  the  House  amended 
accordingly  ;  and,  the  amendments  being  concur- 
red in,  they  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  the 
bill  read  a  third  lime  as  amended. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  to  enable  the  hold- 
ers of  French,  British,  and  Spanish  titles  to  lands 
within  that  part  of  the  Slate  of  Louisiana  situate 
to  the  east  of  the  Mississippi  river  and  Island  of 
New  Orleans,  which  have  not  been  recognised  as 
valid  by  the  Government  of  the  United  Stales, 
to  institute  proceedings  to  try  the  validity  there- 
of; and,  on  motion,  it  was  postponed  until  to- 
morrow. 

CLAI.M  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

The  following  Message  was  yesterday  received 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States  : 
To  the  Senate  and  Hotiae  of 

Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  transmit  to  Congress  certain  documents 
relating  to  a  claim  of  Massachusetts  for  services  ren- 
dered by  the  militia  of  that  State  in  the  late  war,  and 
for  which  payment  was  made  by  the  State.  From 
the  particular  circumstances  attending  this  claim,  I 
have  thought  it  proper  to  submit  the  subject  to  the 
consideration  of  Congress. 


In  forming  a  just  estimate  of  this  claim,  it  will  b« 
necessary  to  recur  to  the  cause  which  prevented  its 
admission,  or  the  admission  of  any  part  thereof,  at  an 
earlier  day.  It  will  be  recollected,  that,  when  a  call 
was  made  on  the  militia  of  that  State  for  service,  in 
the  late  war,  under  an  arrangement  which  was  alike 
applicable  to  the  militia  of  all  the  States,  and  in  con- 
formity with  the  acts  of  Congress,  the  Executire  of 
Massachusetu  refused  to  comply  with  the  call,  on  the 
principle  that  the  power  vested  in  Congress  by  the 
Constitution,  to  provide  for  calling  forth  the  militia 
to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrec- 
tions, and  repel  invasions,  was  not  a  complete  power 
for  those  purposes,  but  conditional,  and  dependent  od 
the  consent  of  the  Executives  of  the  several  States 
and,  also,  that,  when  called  into  service,  such  consent 
being  given,  they  could  not  be  commanded  by  a  regu- 
lar officer  of  the  United  States,  or  other  officer  than 
of  the  militia,  except  by  the  President,  in  person. 
That  this  decision  of  the  Executive  of  Massachusetu 
was  repugnant  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and  of  dangerous  tendency,  especially  when  it 
is  considered  that  we  were  then  engaged  in  a  war  with 
a  powerful  nation,  for  the  defence  of  our  common 
rights,  was  the  decided  opinion  of  this  Government ; 
and  when  the  period,  at  which  that  decision  wu 
formed,  was  considered,  it  being  as  early  as  the  5th  of 
August,  1812.  immediately  after  the  war  was  declared, 
and  that  it  was  not  relinquished  during  the  war,  it 
was  inferred,  by  the  Executive  of  the  United  States, 
that  the  decision  of  the  Executive  of  that  State  was 
alike  applicable  to  all  the  services  that  were  rendered 
by  the  militia  of  the  State  during  the  war. 

In  the  correspondence  with  the  Governor  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, at  that  important  epoch,  and  on  that  very 
interesting  subject,  it  was  announced  to  him,  by  the 
Secretary  ot  War,  that,  if  the  miUtia  of  the  State  were 
called  into  service  by  the  Executive  of  the  State,  and 
not  put  under  the  command  of  the  Major  General  of 
the  United  States,  as  the  militia  of  the  other  States 
were,  the  expense  attending  their  service  would  be 
chargeable  to  the  State,  and  not  to  the  United  States. 
It  was  also  stated  to  him,  at  the  same  time,  that  any 
claim  which  the  State  might  have  for  the  reimburse- 
ment of  such  expenses,  could  not  be  allowed  by  the 
Executive  of  the  United  States,  since  it  would  involve 
principles  on  which  that  branch  of  the  Government 
could  not  decide. 

Under  these  circumstances,  a  decision  on  the  claim 
of  the  State  of  Massachusetts  has  hitherto  been  sus- 
pended, and  it  need  not  be  remarked  that  the  suspen- 
sion has  proceeded  from  a  conviction  that  it  would  be 
improper  to  give  any  sanction  by  its  admission,  or  by 
the  admission  of  any  part  thereof,  either  to  the  con- 
struction of  the  Constitution  contended  for  by  the 
then  Executive  of  that  State,  or  to  iu  conduct,  at  that 
period,  towards  the  General  Government  and  the 
Union. 

In  January,  1823,  the  Representatives  in  Congress 
from  Massachusetts  and  Maine,  suggested,  by  memo- 
rial, that  the  Constitutional  objection  could  not  apply 
to  a  portion  of  the  claim,  and  requested  that  the  ac- 
counting officer  of  the  Government  might  be  instruct- 
ed to  audit  and  admit  such  part  as  might  be  free  from 
that  objection.  In  all  cases  where  claims  are  pre- 
sented for  militia  service,  it  is  the  duty  and  the  prac- 
tice of  the  accounting  officer  to  submit  them  to  the 
department  for  instruction  as  to  the  legality  of  the 
claim  ;  that  is,  whether  the  service  had  been  rendered 
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by  order  of  the  competent  authority,  or  otherwise, 
under  circumstances  to  justify  the  claim  against  the 
United  Statea,  admitting  that  the  evidence  in  support 
of  it  should  be  satisfactory.  To  this  request  there  ap- 
peared to  be  no  well-founded  objection,  under  the  re- 
Mrration,  as  to  the  Constitutional  principle,  and  ac- 
cordingly an  order  was  given  to  the  accounting  officers 
of  the  Treasury  to  proceed  in  auditing  the  cFaim,  with 
(hat  reservation. 

In  conformity  with  this  arrangement,  the  Execu- 
tiTe  of  Massachusetts  appointed  two  citizens  of  that 
State,  commissioners  to  attend  to  the  settlement  of 
its  claim,  and  who,  in  execution  of  the  trust  reposed 
in  them,  have  presented  to  the  accounting  officer  of 
the  Treasury  that  portion,  comprehending  the  services 
of  the  fifth  division  of  the  militia  of  the  State,  which 
has  been  audited  and  reported  for  consideration,  sub- 
ject to  the  objection  above  stated.  I  have  examined 
this  report,  with  the  documents  presented  by  the  com- 
missioners, and  am  of  opinion  that  the  services  ren- 
dered by  that  division  were  spontaneous,  patriotic, 
and  proper,  necessary  for  self-defence,  to  repel,  in 
some  instances,  actual  invasion,  and  in  others,  by 
adequate  preparation,  invasions  that  were  menaced. 
The  commissioners  of  the  State  having  intimated  that 
other  portions  of  service  stood  on  similar  ground,  the 
accounting  officer  has  been  instructed,  in  auditing  the 
whole,  to  do  it  in  such  manner  as  to  enable  the  De- 
partment to  show  distinctly  under  what  circumstances 
each  portion  of  service  was  rernlered — whether  volun- 
tary, called  out  by  invasion,  or  the  menace  of  invasion, 
or  by  public  authority  ;  and  in  such  case,  whether  the 
militia  rendering  such  service  was  placed  under  the 
authority  of  the  United  States,  or  retained  under  that 
of  the  State. 

It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  state,  that  the  Exe- 
cutive of  Massachusetts  has  disclaimed  the  principle 
which  was  maintained  by  the  former  Executive,  and 
that,  in  this  disclaimer,  both  branches  of  the  Legisla- 
ture have  concurred.  By  this  renunciation,  the  State 
is  placed  on  the  same  gr^nd,  in  this  respect,  with 
the  other  States,  and  this  very  distressing  anomaly  in 
our  system  is  removed.  It  is  well  known  that  the 
great  body  of  our  fellow-citizens  in  Massachusetts  are 
as  firmly  devoted  to  our  Union,  and  to  the  free  repub- 
Ucan  principles  of  our  Government,  as  our  fellow- 
citizens  of  the  other  States.  Of  this  important  truth, 
their  conduct  in  every  stage  of  our  Revolutionary 
struggle,  and  in  many  other  emergencies,  bears  ample 
testimony  ;  and,  I  add,  with  profound  interest  and  a 
thorough  conviction,  that,  although  the  difficulty  ad- 
verted to,  in  the  late  war,  with  their  Executive,  ex- 
cited equal  surprise  and  regret,  it  was  not  believed  to 
extend  to  them.  There  never  was  a  moment  when 
the  confidence  of  the  Government  in  the  great  body 
of  our  fellow-citizens  of  that  State,  was  impaired;  nor 
ia  a  doubt  entertained  that  they  were  at  all  times  wil- 
ling and  ready  to  support  their  rights,  and  to  repel  an 
invasion  by  the  enemy. 

The  commissioners  of  Massachusetts  have  urged, 
in  compliance  with  their  instructions,  the  payment  of 
80  much  of  their  claim  as  applies  to  the  services  ren- 
dered by  the  fifth  division,  which  have  been  audited, 
and  I  should  have  no  hesitation  in  admitting  it,  if  I 
did  not  think,  under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case, 
that  the  claim,  in  all  its  parts,  was  <jognizable  by  Con- 
gress alone.  The  period  at  which  the  Constitutional 
difficulty  was  raised,  by  the  Executive  of  the  State, 
was  in  the  highest  degree  important,  as  was  the  ten- 


dency of  the  principle  for  which   it  contended,  and 

which  was  adhered  to  during  the  war.  The  public 
mind  throughout  the  Union  was  much  excited  by  that 
occurrence,  and  great  solicitude  was  felt  as  to  its  con- 
sequences. The  Executive  of  the  United  States  was 
bound  to  maintain,  and  did  maintain,  a  just  construc- 
tion of  the  Constitution  :  in  doing  which,  it  is  grati- 
fying to  recollect  that  the  most  friendly  feelings  were 
cherished  towards  their  brethren  of  that  State.  The 
Executive  of  the  State  was  warned,  in  the  corres- 
pondence which  then  took  place,  of  the  light  in  which 
it^  conduct  was  viewed,  and  of  the  effect  it  would 
have,  so  far  as  related  to  the  right  of  the  Executive  of 
the  United  States,  on  any  claim  which  might  afterwards 
be  presented  by  the  State  to  compensation  for^^iMi 
services.  Under  these  circumstances,  the  power  of  the 
Executive  of  the  United  States  to  settle  any  portion 
of  this  claim,  seems  to  be  precluded.  It  seems  proper, 
also,  that  thif^  claim  should  be  decided,  on  full  inves- 
tigation, before  the  public,  that  the  principle  on  which 
it  is  decided  may  be  thoroughly  understood  by  our 
fellow-citizens  of  every  State,  which  can  be  done  by 
Congress  alone ;  who  alone,  also,  possess  the  power 
to  pa.ss  the  laws  which  may  be  necessary  to  carry  such 
decision  into  effect. 

In  submitting  this  subject  to  the  calm  and  enlight- 
ened judgment  of  Congress.  I  do  it  with  peculiar  satis- 
faction, from  a  knowledge  that  you  are  now  placed, 
by  the  course  of  events,  in  a  situation  which  will  en- 
able you  to  adopt  such  measures,  as  will  not  only 
comport  w  ith  the  sound  principles  of  our  Government, 
but,  likewise,  be  conducive  to  other  the  highest  interests 
of  our  Union.  By  the  renunciation  of  the  principle 
maintained  by  the  then  Executive  of  Massachusetts, 
as  has  been  done  by  its  present  Executive  and  both 
branches  of  the  Legislature,  in  the  most  formal  man- 
ner, and  in  accord  with  the  sentiments  of  the  great 
body  of  the  people,  the  Constitution  is  restored,  in  a 
very  important  feature — that  connected  with  the  pub- 
lic defence  ;  and  in  the  most  important  branch,  that 
of  the  militia,  to  its  native  strength.  It  is  gratifying 
to  know,  that  this  renunciation  has  been  produced  by 
the  regular,  orderly,  and  pacific  operation  of  our  Re- 
publican system,  whereby  those  who  were  in  the  right 
at  the  moment  of  difficulty,  and  who  sustained  the  Gov- 
ernment with  great  firmness, have  gained  daily  strength 
until  this  result  was  accomplished.  The  points  on 
which  you  will  have  to  decide,  are,  what  is  fairly  due 
for  the  services  which  were  actually  rendered  ?  By  what 
means  shall  we  contribute  most  to  cement  the  I'nion, 
and  give  the  greatest  support  to  our  most  excellent 
Constitution  ?  In  seeking  each  object  separately  we 
are  led  to  the  same  result.  .\11  that  can  be  claimed 
by  our  fellow-citizens  of  .Massachusetts  is,  that  the 
Constitutional  objection  be  waived,  and  that  they  be 
placed  on  the  same  fooling  with  their  brethren  in  the 
other  States — that,  regarding  the  services  rendered 
by  the  militia  of  other  States,  for  which  compensation 
has  been  made,  giving  to  the  rule  the  most  liberal 
construction,  like  compensation  be  made  for  similar 
services  rendered  by  the  militia  of  that  State. 

I  have  been  led  to  conclude,  on  great  consideration, 
that  the  principles  of  justice,  as  well  as  a  due  regard 
for  the  great  interests  of  our  Union,  require  that  this 
Claim,  in  the  extent  proposed,  should  be  acceded  to.. 
Essential  service  was  rendered,  in  the  late  war,  by 
the  militia  of  -Massachusetts,  and  with  the  most  patri- 
otic motives.  It  seems  just,  therefore,  that  they  should 
be  compensated  for  such  services,  in  like  manner  with 
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the  militia  of  the  other  States.     The  Constitutional  j 

difficulty  did  not  originate  with  them,  and    has  now  , 
been  removed.     It  comports  with  our  system  to  look 
to   the   service   rendered,    and   to  the  intention  with 
which  it  was  rendered,  and  to  award  the  compensa-  \ 
tion  accordingly,  especially  as  it  may  now  be   done  ' 
without  the  sacrifice  of  principle.    The  motive,  in  this  , 
instance,  is  the  stronger,   because  well  satisfied  I  am, 
that,  by  so   doing,  we   shall  give  the   most  effectual  { 
support  to  our  republican  institutions.   No  latent  cause  { 
of  discontent  will  be  left  behind.     The  great  body  of  | 
the  people  will  be  gratified  ;  and  even  those  who  now  | 
survive,  who  were  then   in    error,  cannot   fail  to  see,  i 
with    interest  and  satisfaction,  this  distressing  occur-  j 
rence   thus  happily  terminated.     I  therefore  consider 
it  my  duty  to  recommend  it  to  Congress  to  make  pro- 
vision for  the  settlement  of  the  claim  of  Massachusetts, 
for  services  rendered  in  the  late  war  by  the  militia  of 
the  State,  in   conformity  with   the   rules  which    have 
governed  in  the  settlement  of  the  claims  for  services 
rendered  by  the  militia  of  the  other  States. 

JAMES  .MONROE. 
Washihgtox,  Feb.  23,  1824. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  print- 
ed for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  supplementary  to 
"An  act  to  perfect  certain  locations  and  sales  of 
public  lands  in  Missouri,*'  passed  April  26,  1822; 
and,  no  ameudmont  having  been  made  thereto,  it 
was  reported  to  the  House ;  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  read  a  third  time. 

IMPRISONMENT  FOR  DEBT. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt. 

After  some  remarks  on  the  subject,  from  Messrs. 
Llovd.  of  Massachusetts,  Barbour,  and  John- 
son, of  Kentucky,  the  further  consideration  of  it 
was  postponed  till  to-morrow. 


Wed.nesday,  February  25. 
Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  to 

Erovide  for  the  security  of  public  money  in  the 
ands  of  clerks  of  courts,  attorneys,  and  marshals, 
and  their  deputies,  reported  it,  with  an  amend- 
ment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Noble,  the  Committee  on 
Pensions  were  discharged  from  the  consideration 
of  the  petition  of  George  Greer. 

Mr.  Mills  presented  the  memorial  of  William 
and  Nathaniel  Hooper,  merchants,  of  Marbiehead. 
praying  indemnification  for  spoliations  committed 
on  their  commerce,  by  the  public  and  private 
armed  vessels  of  France,  between  the  years  1793 
and  18(K).  The  memorial  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  repeal,  in  part,  an 
act,  entitled  'An  act  to  lessen  the  compensation 
for  marshals,  clerks,  and  attorneys,  in  the  cases 
therein  mentioned,"  was  read  the  third  time,  as 
amended,  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  letters 
patent  to  Samuel  Brown,"'  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 


The  bill  supplementary  to  "An  act  to  perfect 
certain  locations  and  sales  of  the  public  lands  in 
Missouri,"  passed  April  26,  1822,  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  giving  the  consent 
and  sanction  of  Congress  to  a  certain  act  of  the 
Legislative  Council  of  the  Territory  of  Florida," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Don  Har- 
pin  de  la  Gautrais  was  read  the  second  lime. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  concur  in  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  alter  the  times  of  holding  the  district 
court  at  Mobile,  in  the  district  of  Alabama," 
with  an  amendment,  in  which  they  request  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  McIlvai.ne,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
submitted  a  report,  upon  the  petition  of  Captain 
Thomas  Staniford,  late  Paymaster  in  the  United 
States  Army,  who  prays  to  be  relieved  from  a 
judgment  given  against  him,  in  favor  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  consequence  of  the  loss  of  his  docu- 
ments bv  fire.  The  committee  report  a  bill  for 
his  relief;  which  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second 
reading. 

FRANCIS  HENDERSON,  Jew. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Barbour  the  Senate,  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  consider  the 
bill  reported  by  the  Judiciary  Committee,  for  the 
relief  of  Francis  Henderson,  jun.  It  will  be  recol- 
lected that  this  bill  grants  a  certain  sum  of  money 
to  Mr.  Henderson,  who  is  the  grandson  of  the  late 
Colonel  John  Laurens,  for  diplomatic  and  military 
services  rendered  to  the  country  by  his  grand- 
father. Mr.  B.  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  in- 
serting a  proviso,  requiring,  previous  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  money,  a  full  relinquishment  of"  all 
claims  for  these  services  on  the  part  of  Francis  and 
Frances  E.  Henderson,  the  father  and  mother  of 
the  person  for  whose  relief  the  bill  is  drawn.  Upon 
the  question  to  amend,  the  merits  of  the  bill  itself 
were  fully  discussed. 

Mr.  Lan.man  called  for  the  reading  of  certain 
documents,  showing  the  compensation  which  had 
already  been  made  to  Colonel  Laurens,  and  his 
family.  Messrs.  Barbour,  Mills,  and  Macon, 
advocated  the  bill,  and  Messrs.  Chandler,  Tay- 
lor, of  Virginia,  Holmes,  of  Maine,  Lanman, 
Smith,  Bell,  and  Kelly,  opposed  it. 

The  bill  was  supported  on  the  grounds  that  the 
claim  was  one  of  strict  justice — that  the  money 
was  actually  due  for  military  services  rendered  by 
Colonel  Laurens,  and  for  outfits,  which  ought  to 
have  been  allowed  him  in  his  diplomatic  charac- 
ter, when  appointed  a  special  Minister  to  France; 
and  that  the  objection  made  to  paying  the  money 
to  the  grandson,  instead  of  the  daughter  of  Colo- 
nel Laurens,  would  be  obviated  by  the  adoption 
of  the  amendment,  requiring  the  sanction  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Henderson  previous  to  the  payment  ot 
the  money. 

It  was  objected  against  the  passage  of  the  bill, 
that  Colonel  Laurens,  although  he  had  rendered 
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high  and  valuable  services  to  the  country,  had  re- 
ceived all  the  compensation  that  he  had  wished  or 
expected  for  those  services;  that  the  length  of 
time  which  had  elapsed  ought  to  be  considered  as 
a  bar  to  all  such  claims;  and  that,  if  the  claim 
were  allowed  at  all,  the  money  should  be  paid  to 
the  daughter,  and  not  to  the  grandson  of  Colonel 
Laurens, 

The  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Barboiir 
was  carried.  He  then  moved  to  fill  the  blank,  in 
the  bill  for  the  amount  to  be  granted  with  "SV 
542  41."  This  motion  was  rejected— 14  yeas,  23 
nays.  Considering  this  last  vote  as  decisive  of 
the  fate  of  the  bill,  Mr.  Barbour  moved  its  indefi- 
nite postponement,  which  was  carried  without  op- 
position. 


.  I 


Thursday,  February  26, 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Moses  Atkinson,  and  others,  made 
an  unfavorable  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Mills  presented  the  petition  of  Peter 
Charles  L'Enfant,  praying  compensation  for  his 
services  in  surveying  and  locating  the  City  of 
Washington,  and  for  making  a  map  thereof.  The 
petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Di>irict  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Mills  presented  the  petition  of  Martin  Lin- 
coln and  Ann  F.  Humphreys,  presenting  an  equi- 
table settlement  of  the  accounts  of  the  late  Gen. 
Benjamin  Lincoln,  and  Gen.  David  Humphreys, 
for  services  rendered  as  commissioners  in  negoti- 
ating a  treaty  with  the  Creek  Indians,  in  the  year 
1739.  The  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  Virginia,  gave  notice  that  he 
would,  on  Monday  next,  ask  leave  to  brini  in  a 
bill  for  the  settlement  of  certain  pecuniary  claims 
against  the  United  States. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Talbot,  the  Senate  resumed 
the  motion  of  the  13th  inst.,  to  instruct  ih> Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  making  certain  modifications  of  the 
Judiciary  act  of  17S9;  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives,  to  their 
amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  alter 
the  times  of  holding  the  district  court  at  Mobile, 
in  the  district  of  Alabama,'  and  concurred  therein. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Captain  Thomas  Slan- 
iford  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  from 
the  Secretary  of  State,  with  the  names,  number, 
and  salaries,  of  the  clerks  employed  in  his  office 
during  the  year  1823. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  Thomas  Johnston,  late  purser  of  the 
United  States  ship  Constitution,  in  behalf  of 
himself,  and  the  officers  and  crew  of  said  ship, 
praying  that  the  proceeds  of  certain  vessels,  cap- 
tured by  that  ship  in  the  year  1S05,  may  be  paid 
to  the  captors.  The  petition  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

The  following  Message  was  read,  received  yes- 


terday,  from   the   President    of    the   United 

States: 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States.- 

I  herewith  transmit  •  report  from  the  Secretary  of 
War,  which  communicate*  all  the  information  in  poa- 
setsion  of  the  Department,  which  was  called  for  by  a 
resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  2lst  of  Januarv,  1824. 

J.\ME8  MONROE. 

Febhcabt  24,  1824. 

EBENEZER  OLIVER,  AND  OTHERS. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  adverse 
to  the  petition  of  Ebenezer  Oliver,  and  others,  of 
Boston,  Directors  of  the  New  England  Mississippi 
Land  Company.  A  long  discussion  ensued  upon 
the  merits  of  tne  claim.  The  question  was  upon 
the  motion  made,  at  that  time,  by  Mr.  Mills,  to 
reverse  the  report  of  the  committee.  This  motion 
was  supported  by  Messrs.  Lloyd,  of  Massachu- 
setts, Lanman,  Sey.mour,  Talbot,  and  Mills, 
and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Van  Buhen,  Kelly,  and 
Holmes,  of  Maine.  The  question  was  then  taken, 
and  the  Senate  refused  to  reverse  the  report,  by  a 
vote  of. 22  to  20,  as  follows : 

Ykab— Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Clayton,  D'VVolf,  Ea- 
ton, Hayne,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johnson  of  Loui- 
siana, King  of  N.  York,  Lanman,  Lloyd  of  Maryland, 
Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  Mcllvaine,  Mills,  Palmer, 
Parrolt,  Seymour,  Talbot,  and  Van  Dyke. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barbour,  Branch,  Brown,  Chan- 
dler, Dickerson,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Elliott, 
Gaillard,  Holmes  of  .Maine,  Holmes  of  Mississippi, 
Jackson,  Kelly,  King  of  .\labama,  Lowrie,  Macon, 
Ruggles,  Smith,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Taylor  of  Virginia, 
Thomas,  Van  Buren,  and  Ward. 

Whereupon,  in  concurrence  with  said  report, 
it  was  resolved  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners 
ought  not  to  be  granted. 


Friday,  February  27. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Mills,  the  Committee  on 
the  District  of  Columbia  were  discharged  from 
the  consideration  of  the  petition  of  Peter  Charles 
L'Enfant,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims. 

Mr.  LowniE  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, remonstrating  against  the  passing  of  the 
bill,  now  before  Congress,  to  impose  additional 
duties  on  imports. 

He  also  presented  the  memorial  of  Philip  Tut- 
chett  and  others,  of  G.  Persico  and  others,  of 
William  Mayall  and  others,  of  Enos  Ellis  and 
others,  of  Andrew  Young  and  others,  and  of 
George  Myers  and  others,  all  of  the  city  and 
county  of  Philadelphia,  severally  praying  that 
the  duties  on  imports  may  be  increased. 

He  also  presented  the  memorial  of  Henry  Moore 
and  others,  of  Delaware  county,  Pennsylvania, 
praying  the  imposition  of  additional  duties  on 
imported  iron,  and  on  the  manufactures  thereof. 
The  said  memorials  were  read,  and  severally  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Man- 
ufactures. 

Mr.    ScYMouR  presented  the  memorial  of  D. 
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Henshaw,  praying  indemnification  for  depreda- 
tions committed  on  his  property  by  the  public  and 
private  armed  vessels  of  France,  between  the 
years  1793  and  1800.  The  memorial  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Re- 
lations. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam Eaton  ;  and  it  was  ordered  to  lie  oa  the 
table. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Sarah  Easton  and  Dorothy  Storer;  and 
it  was  postponed  to  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt, 
together  with  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr. 
Van  Boren  ;  and,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Mills,  it 
was  postponed  to  Monday  next. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs, 
unfavorable  to  the  petition  of  Moses  Atkinson, 
and  others,  was  read  for  consideration.  These 
petitioners  pray  that  they  be  indemnified  for  losses 
sustained  by  the  destruction  of  the  ship  Adams, 
destroyed  at  Castine,  during  the  late  war,  at  the 
time  that  place  was  invested  by  the  enemy.  The 
report  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  providing  for  the  more  effiectual  de- 
fence of  the  country,  by  the  organization  of  the 
militia,  was  taken  up,  and  postponed  to,  and  made 
the  order  of  the  day  for,  a  week  from  next 
Monday. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  the 
Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded 
to  consider  the  bill  to  enable  the  holders  of  French, 
British,  and  Spanish  titles  to  lands  within  that 
part  of  the  State  of  Louisiana  situate  to  the  east 
of  the  Mississippi  river  and  island  of  New  Or- 
leans, which  have  not  been  recognised  as  valid  by 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  to  institute 
proceedings  to  try  the  validity  thereof. 

Mr.  Van  Buren  moved  an  amendment  to  con- 
fine the  operation  of  the  law  to  such  claims  as 
have  been  reported  to  the  Government  and  laid 
before  Congress,  which  was  agreed  to.  He  also 
proposed  a  new  section  to  the  bill,  requiring  that, 
in  all  claims  amounting  to  one  thousand  acres, 
that  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States 
shall  be  furnished  with  copies  of  the  proceedings 
on  such  claims,  in  the  District  Court  in  which 
they  are  to  be  decided,  in  order  that  an  appeal 
may  be  made,  if  thought  proper,  when  the  decis- 
ions are  against  the  United  States,  to  the  Su- 
preme Court. 

This  amendment  was  objected  to  by  Messrs. 
LowRiE  and  Lanman,  and  supported  by  the 
mover,  and  Messrs,  Chandler  and  Hol.mes. 
Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  explained  the  provis- 
ions of  the  bill.  He  staled  that  there  would  be 
about  three  hundred  and  sixty  claims  to  be  deci- 
ded under  this  act,  involving  about  a  million  of 
acres  of  land.  The  new  section,  proposed  by  Mr. 
Van  Buren,  was  agreed  to.  The  bill  was  then 
reported  to  the  Senate,  as  amended  ;  and,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  was  postponed 
to  Monday  next,  and  made  the  order  ofthat  day. 


MILITARY  APPROPRIATIONS. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
reported  the  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, making  appropriations  for  the  military  ser- 
vice of  the  L'nited  States,  for  the  year  1824,  with* 
out  amendment.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  the 
Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr. 
Branch  in  the  chair,  proceeded  to  the  considera- 
tion of  this  bill. 

Mr.  Smith  said  it  would  be  perceived  that  this 
bill  provided  for  but  part  of  the  military  expendi- 
tures for  the  year,  and  for  that  part  which  it  was 
highly  important  should  be  acted  upon  immedi- 
ately. As  the  bill  had  been  fully  investigated  by 
committees  of  both  Houses,  he  presumed  that  no 
further  explanation,  on  his  part,  was  necessary. 

Mr.  Macon  moved  to  strike  out  that  part  ol  the 
bill  which  provides  an  appropriation  for  the  pur- 
chase of  a  farm  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Military 
Academy,  at  West  Point,  at  a  sum  not  exceeding 
ten  thousand  dollars;  upon  which  farm  there  is  a 
public  house. 

Mr.  Chandler  was  in  favor  of  striking  out  the 
clause  alluded  to.  ^He  thought  it  would  be  of  no 
great  use  to  purchase  this  farm,  with  the  public 
house  upon  it,  when  another  tavern  could  be 
erected  immediately  at  some  other  place. 

Mr.  Lowrie  said  he  had  hitherto  entertained 
the  opinion  that  the  discipline  at  the  Military 
Academy  was  such  as  not  to  require  any  appro- 
priation like  this:  but,  since  he  had  examined  into 
the  statement  of  its  situation,  in  relation  to  this 
tavern,  he  had  no  doubt  of  the  propriety  of  pur- 
chasing the  farm.  It  had  been  stated  that,  ia 
consequence  of  the  location  of  this  public  house 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  institution,  the  students  ob- 
tained liquor,  which  was  introduced  into  the  bar- 
racks, against  the  rules  of  the  Academy.  He 
considered  the  only  question  to  be,  whether  a 
great  nuisance  should  be  removed,  at  the  expense 
of  ten  thousand  dollars.  The  Senate  would  re- 
collect that  great  sums  of  money  had  been  ex- 
pended upon  this  seminary;  and  if,  by  the  appro- 
priation of  ten  thousand  dollars,  a  great  evil  could 
be  removed  from  it,  he  thought  it  important  that 
it  should  be  done.  The  object  was  incalculably 
greater  than  the  expenditure  proposed.  He  had 
much  rather  that  the  police  of  the  institution 
should  have  been  such  as  to  restrain  all  impropri- 
eties of  this  kind :  but  perhaps  it  was  not  possible 
to  restrain  them.  He  understood  the  regulations 
were  as  good  as  they  could  be.  He  called  for  the 
reading  of  a  letter,  upon  this  subject,  from  the 
Superintendent  of  the  Academy. 

Mr.  Macon  believed  that  there  was  not  a  school, 
an  academy,  or  an  institution  for  the  instruction 
of  youth,  in  the  United  States,  where  similar 
evils  were  not  to  be  found.  These  public  houses, 
he  said,  were  scattered  about  the  country  in  every 
direction ;  and  the  expense  would  be  immense  if 
the  Government  was  to  purchase  them  all,  to  pre- 
vent their  injurious  effects  upon  our  youth.  He 
thought  there  was  another  oDJection  to  this  pur- 
chase— the  Government  could  not  exercise  au- 
thority over  the  land  without  the  consent  of  the 
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State  of  \ew  York  West  Point  had  been  ceded  nuisances  near  to  every  camp,  arsenal,  and  public 
to  the  Government  by  the  Stale;  and,  therefore,  institution  of  every  kind  in  the  country  If  a 
iurisdiction  could  be  exercised  over  it.  But,  if  tavern  becomes  a  great  nuisance,  instead  of  sup- 
this  farm  was  bought,  the  land  attached  to  that  pressing  its  abuses  by  the  civil  authority,  we  are 
institution,  will  be  held  bv  two  different  tenures,  to  put  it  down  by  purchasing  it  It  is  establishing 
If  any  profit  is  to  be  made  by  a  public  house  there,  a  dangerous  precedent.  But,  Mr.  L.  asked,  with 
another  will  soon  be  built— and  the  Government  all  respect  for  this  Academy,  and  the  men  con- 
must  buy  all  the  land  to  prevent  it.  If  the  young  nected  with  it,  why  Congress  was  called  upon  to 
students  are  determined  to  have  a  frolic,  they  wiU  guard  the  njorals  of  those  youths  only  who  are  to 
have  it,  at  all  events.  j  be  educated  for  the  military  service?  Almost 
»,  »,  r  »»  •  uj  .  ,^.. ,.  ^f  every  Other  institution  in  the  country  IS  subject  to 
Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  had  strong  douMs  of  ^^^  X  ^^  inconveniences.  It  is  our  duty  to  guard 
this  appropriation.  We  are  about  jo  ^oie  ten  ^^^^,^  ^^^^^j  ^^  those  of  the  Military  Acad- 
thousand  dollars  for  the  purchase  of  this  tarm.  ^  ^^^  -^  j,^^  appropriation  is 
The  owner  will  know  very  well  what  amount  .s  ^  J  purchased,  thai  we  shall  get 
appropriated,  and  he  will  not  take  less  than    he  f                      .  »^         can  believe  that,  if  the 


.     .     X.     ij  K  /.^  ^%^  "^^^^^'^"^  l'TJfr\htl    discipline  of  the  institution  is  so  iax  as  to  suffer 
land.    Mr.  H.  believed  it  very  necessary  thai  there    ^^^J^^^^^^^^^  ^^j  ,^,  y^ung  men  are  disposed  to 


whole  amount 
land.  Mr.  H. 
should  be  a  public  house  somewhere  in  the  vicinity 


engage  in  them,  that  two  or  three  miles  will  make 


-      ,         .          •               r        ,L                                 !_.«„     „f    ♦!.,.  enaage  lIl   llltriu,  m«»i  iwu  ui    mice  muc^  will  uia&c 

of  the  Academy,  for  the  accommodanon  of  the  J^^g^^^^^.^'   jf  ^^ere  is  a  tavern  anywhere 

friends  of  the  students    and  °'hers  who  m  gh  J           place,  they  will  find  the  way  to  it.     It 

visit  It,  and  he  believed  there  ^f.\^^^''J''  seems  tha   this  violation  of  the  rules  0/  the  Semi- 

said  that  the  place  IS  so  surrounded  by  mounl^^^^^^^^^  nary  takes  place  after  12  o'clock,  at  which  lime 

that  there  IS  no  spot  on  which  to  erect  another  ^he  guard  iJ  removed.     Let  the  guard  be  posted 


gua' 
,,...,  1     „,„,„,:^:„„    till  davliffht,  then.     Is  it  not  better  to  pursue  that 

mountains  leading  to  the  place;  and  enterprising    ,^^,  J^^an  to  establish  the  new  system  of  juris- 


house.     But  there  is  certainly  a  road  over  the 

moun 

individuals  will  be  found,  who  will  erect  another 


,  .1,1      ir»u„  ,„„,.„to;r,c  oro    prudence  proposed  in  this  bill?     Mr.  L.  thought 

house  on  or  near  that  road.     It  tlie  mountains  are    '  '     '       11       .         1         .1  j     *r^. 

I     u        A.i       .    If  tk^.r -«,;n  K0T.0  a   toT.orn        thc  measurc  would  not  produce  the  good  effects 
as  high  as  Atlas  Itself,  they  will  nave  a  tavern — .     ,  .  ,  .  a   c    ^    ,      xf  .1  „    a.i^,,^^., 

Tu      °   11  u    ij      k  ..;«  .,.,^„   fK„  .,^^.,r,tai„  oT,<i    which  were  expected  from  it.     It  the  Attorney 
thev  will  build  a  house  upon  the  mountain,  and    ^  ,  .  '  ,  .       .    1     .      v 

rnaL  steps  to  it,  if  there  iVno  other  place.  Are  General  is  correct  m  his  opinion,  he  students  of 
not  these  irregilarities  among  the  students  the  ^^.s  Academy  are  subject  to  martial  law  The 
fault  of  the  discipline  of  the  institution  ?  When  \  ^^"^^  re^  raints  mus  be  1  ni posed  u,>on  them  as 
the  students  wish^o  violate  the  rules,  would  they  i  "P«"  f'^]'''  ^^  ^^'  i»"^-  Tl^e  officers  have  only 
not  rather  have  the  public  house  further  off?  If  '?  ^''^^  their  rules  more  strict.  They  must  pos 
the  house  were  at  a  distance,  so  as  to  be  without  i  ^heir  guards  till  sunrise,  if  necessary.  Mr.  L.  said 
the  view  Af  the  officers  of  the  Academy,  would  ^e  doubled  the  constitul.onal.  v  ot  the  measure 
not  the  excesses  be  greater?  If  we  purchase  this  |  °ow  proposed.  He  believed  the  United  Stales 
farm,  another  house  will  be  immediately  erected  !  ^^^l^^.  ""<=f  no  jurisdiction  over  «»;e  larni  in 
upon  the  borders  of  it,  and  the  excesses  will  be  '  question  without  the  consent  ot  the  Stale.     The 


purchase  !  "*^  "'"  ""^  utrmrvc  iiiai  a  pui 

,    I  -ILL,        ji.  i  for  this  object;  and  he  thought  it  would  introduce 

Mr.  LowRiE  said  he  had  no  doubt  that  a  tavern  '  a  bad  principle  into  the  Government, 
was  necessary  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Academv ;  ^j^.  Van  Blren  said  that  his  honorable  col- 
and  there  certainly  might  be  one  there;  but  he  league,  who  was  a  member  of  the  committee  that 
thought  It  ought  to  be  under  the  regulation  of  the  j  reported  this  bill,  and  who  had  paid  considerable 
Government  of  the  institution.  As  to  the  ques-  |  attention  to  this  subject,  was  not  now  in  his  seat, 
tion  of  jurisdiction,  the  United  States  undoubtedly  He  therefore  moved  that  the  bill  be  postponed  till 
have  a  ri^ht  to  purchase  the  same  title  which  the  !  Monday  next,  and  made  the  order  of  that  day. 
present  owner  possesses ;  and  this  is  all  the  juris-  !  -^^^is  motion  was  agreed  to. 
diction  that  is  wanted.     He  believed  the  object  to 

be  much  greater  than  the  nrice  to  be  paid  ;  and  it  WESTERN  DISTRICT  OF  LOUISIANA, 

was  somewhat  doubtful  whether  the  farm  could        jhe  bill  authorizing  the  register  of  the  land 
be  purchased  for  the  sum  proposed.  [  office  for  ihe  western  district  of  the  Stale  of  Lou- 

Mr.  LLOvn,  of  Maryland,  hoped  the  amendment  I  isiana  to  report  upon  certain  land  claims  wiihin 
proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  I  ihe  said  district,  was  taken  up  in  Committee  of 
would  prevail.  This  appropriation  would  intro-  i  the  Whole.  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  explain- 
duce  a  new  principle  into  our  Government— a  I  ed  the  object  of  the  bill.  He  said  it  merely  au- 
principle  that  we  shall  purchase  out  every  nui-  '  thorized  the  register  to  report  upon  certain  claims 
sance  that  exists  in  the  neighborhood  of  our  pub-  j  which  were  not  reported  upon  by  his  predecessor, 
lie  seminaries.  We  confess  that  we  are  so  defi-  in  consequence  ot^  his  appointment  to  another 
cient  in  discipline  that  we  cannot  prevent  these  office.  Without  taking  any  question  on  the  bill, 
bad  effects,  except  by  purchase.     We  have  such    the  Senate  adjourned. 


li 


313 


u 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


314 


March,  1824. 


Proceedings. 


Senate. 


Monday,  March  1. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  the  Committee  on 
Finance  were  discharged  from  the  consideration 
•of  the  petition  of  Peter  Trezevant ;  and  it  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  Noble  communicated  the  preamble  and 
resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Indiana, 
approving  the  sentiments  expressed  in  the  Mes- 
sage of  the  President  of  the  United  Stales  at  the 
opening  of  the  present  Congress,  as  respects  our 
foreign  and  domestic  policy  ;  expressing  their 
warmest  sympathy  and  admiration  for  the  iohab- 
itants  of  Greece,  in  resisting  the  oppressions  of 
the  Government  of  Turkey;  and  declaring  their 
approbation  ol  any  countenance  and  encourage- 
ment that  may  be  extended  to  them  bv  this  CJov- 
ernraenl,  consistent  wiih  the  principles  of  neu- 
trality ;  which  were  read,  and  laid  on  file. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  presented  the 
memorial  of  the  Vestry  of  Christ's  church  par- 
ish, in  the  city  of  Washington,  praying  the  aid 
of  Congress  in  erecting  a  durable  wall  around  j 
their  burial  ground,  as  well  for  the  purpose  of 
protecting  it  from  improper  intrusion,  as  to  pre- 1 
serve  the  monuments  erected  therein  at  the  ex-  ; 
pense  of  the  Government  from  wanton  injury;! 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  ' 
on  the  District  of  Columbia.  | 

Mr.  Van  Buren  presented  the  petition  of  James  I 
Thoma<,  lateQ^uartermaster  General  in  the  Army,  ; 
praying  that  a  judgment  obtained  by  the  United 
Slates  against  him  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
Territory  of  Michigan,  in   September,  1818,  may 
be  opened,  and  a  new   inal   granted,  so   that  he 
may   be  let  in   to  a  just  and  equitable  defence  ; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  , 
Claims. 

Mr.  LowRiE  stated,  that  he  had  some  doubts  as  ' 
to  the  propriety  of  the  vote  passed  by  the  Senate, 
some  days  since,  by  which  the  report  of  the  Judi- 
ciary Committee,  unfavorable  to  the  petition  of 
Ebenezer  Oliver  and  others,  was  accepted.  He 
would,  therefore,  move  the  re-consideration  of 
that  vote,  and  wished  the  motion  might  be  per- 
mitted to  lie  upon  the  table,  with  a  view  to  call  it 
up  hereafter,  in  case  a  further  discussion  of  the 
merits  of  the  claim  should  be  thought  proper.  He 
then  moved  the  reconsideration  of  that  vote  ;  and 
the  motion  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  memorial  of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the 
Columbia  Turnpike  Road  Company,  reported  a 
bill  supplementary  to  "An  act  to  incorporate  a 
company  for  making  certain  turnpike  roads  in  the 
District  of  Columbia ;"  which  was  read,  and 
passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  Virginia,  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  settle- 
ment of  pecuniary  claims  ;  which  was  read  twice, 
by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
announced  to  the  Senate  the  death  of  William 
Lee  Ball,  late  a  member  of  the  House  of  Repre- 


sentatives from  the  State  of  Virginia,  and  that  his 
funeral  will  take  place  to-morrow,  at  twelve 
o'clock,  M. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition 
of  Sarah  Easton  and  Dorothy  Storer  ;  and  it  was 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Barbour,  it  was 

Resoived,  unanimously.  That  the  Senate  will  at- 
tend the  funeral  of  the  Hon.  Williasi  Lbb  Ball, 
late  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  from 
the  State  of  Virginia,  to-morrow,  at  twelve  o'clock, 
and,  as  a  testimony  of  respect  for  the  memory  of  the 
deceased,  they  will  go  in  mourning,  and  wear  crape 
round  the  left  arm,  for  thirty  days. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned  to  Wednesday. 


Wednesday,  March  3. 

The  President  communicated  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  exhibiting  the  amount  of  the 
expense  on  account  of  the  Military  Academy  at 
West  Point,  for  one  year  preceding  the  30lh  of 
September  last,  made  in  obedience  to  a  resolution 
of  the  Senate,  of  ihe  first  of  March  last. 

Mr.  Elliott  presented  the  memorial  of  George 
Jones,  and  others,  citizens  of  the  city  of  Savannah, 
and  county  of  Chatham,  in  Georgia,  praying  that 
no  increase  of  the  duties  on  imports  may  be  made ; 
with  their  reasons  at  large  against  the  bill  now 
before  Congress  on  that  subject.  The  memorial 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Hayne  presented  the  memorial  of  David 
R.  Williams,  and  others,  in  behalf  of  the  citizens 
of  Darlington,  in  South  Carolina,  praying  that  no 
act  nr  ly  pass  Congress  whereby  the  existing  rate 
of  duties  on  imports  may  be  increased  ;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Mills  presented  the  petition  of  Holder 
Slocum,  of  Dartmouth,  Massachusetts,  praying 
the  interposition  of  the  Government,  to  enable  him 
to  obtain  indemnity  for  losses  sustained  in  con- 
sequence of  the  unjust  detention  of  his  vessel,  at 
Hamburg,  by  the  French  Grovernment,  in  the  year 
1807  ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  presented  the  memorial 
of  John  Vanderlyn,  suggesting  the  propriety  of 
the  execution  of  a  painting  representing  the  battle 
on  the  plains  of  New  Orleans,  and  requesting  to 
be  employed  for  that  purpose;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

Mr.  Pabrott  presented  the  petition  of  Jonathan 
Folsom,  and  Thomas  Haven,  of  Port-smouth,  in 
New  Hampshire,  praying  that  their  account,  for 
erecting  a  ship-house,  slip,  and  launch-ways,  at 
the  navy  yard,  at  Portsmouth,  may  be  settled  upon 
equitable  principles ;  which  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  Lanman  presented  the  petition  of  Nathaniel 
Canada,  of  New  London.,  Connecticut,  praying 
indemnification  for  the  loss  of  the  bridge  at  Rope 
Ferry,  which  he  states  was  burnt  by  the  British 
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forces  in  1814,  in  consequence  of  the  toll-house, 
attached  thereto,  being  occupied  by  the  American 
troops.  The  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Van  Biren  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
United  Society,  called  Siiakers,  of  New  York, 
praying  to  be  exempted  from  the  performance  of 
militia  duty,  being  conscientiously  opposed  to 
bearing  arms;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Militia, 

Mr.  Ware  presented  the  memorial  of  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  city  of  Darien,  and  Mcintosh  county, 
in  Georgia,  representing  the  bill  now  before  Con- 
gress, to  increase  the  duties  on  imports,  as  unequal 
in  its  operation,  and  unconstitutional,  and  remon- 
strating against  Its  becoming  a  law;  which  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce 
and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Branch  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  North  Carolina,  representing 
that  that  State  ceded  to  the  United  States  that 
portion  of  their  territory  which  now  forms  the 
State  of  Tennessee,  reserving  the  right  to  perfect 
titles  to  land  therein,  either  for  military  services, 
or  upon  entries  which  had  been  made  agreeably 
to  law.  and  the  titles  thereon  not  perfected  by 
grant;  that,  by  a  subsequent  Xrompaci  with  Ten- 
nessee, those  rights  were  transferred  to  that  State, 
upon  certain  conditions,  one  of  which  is,  that 
North  Carolina  shall  have  the  exclusive  right  of 
issuing  military  land  warrants;  that  no  time  is 
prescribed,  either  in  the  act  of  cession,  or  in  the 
compact  with  Tennessee,  within  which  the  claim- 
ants shall  assert  their  rights ;  that,  by  an  act  of 
Tennessee,  a  period  was  fixed  when  those  claims 
should  be  exhibited,  which  has  expired  ;  and  that 
a  number  of  those  claims  remain  unsatisfied,  and 
for  the  satisfaction  of  which  the  faith  of  North 
Carolina  stands  pledged  ;  and  praying  that  pro- 
vision may  be  made  by  Congress  for  their  liqui- 
dation. The  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 
,  Mr.  JoH.NSON,  of  Louisiana,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing motion  for  consideration  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads  be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  opening  a  post  road  from  Baton  Rouge  to 
the  Opelousas  Courthouse,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  "  An  act  to  incorpo- 
rate a  company  for  making  certain  turnpike  roads 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,"  was  read  the  second 
time. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts, 
the  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committeeof  the  Whole, 
the  bill  reorulating  the  transjKirtation  of  gold  and 
silver  bullion,  specie,  and  jewels,  and  carrying  of 
passengers,  and  to  prohibit  the  receipt  of  merchan- 
dise, in  the  public  vessels  of  the  United  States; 
and,  on  motion,  it  was  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

MILITARY  APPROPRIATIONS. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  S.mith,  the  Senate  (as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole)  resumed  the  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  from  the  other  House,  making 
appropriations  for  the  military  service  of  the 
United  States,  for  the  year  1824.     The  queftion 


was  stated  from  the  Chair,  to  be  upon  the  motion 
made  by  Mr.  Macon,  when  the  bill  was  before 
under  consideration,  to  strike  out  the  clause  pro- 
viding for  the  purchase  of  a  farm,  upon  whicn  is 
a  tavern,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Military  Academy, 
at  West  Point. 

This  motion  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Holmes, 
of  Maine,  Chandler,  Macon,  Lloyd,  of  Mary- 
land, Branch,  Taylor,  of  Virginia,  and  Lan- 
MAN,  on  the  ground  that  the  purchase  of  the  farm 
in  question  would  not  remove  the  nuisance,  in 
consequence  of  the  existence  of  which,  the  pur- 
chase IS  proposed  ;  as  a  tavern  might  be  built  on 
some  place  a  little  further  removed  from  the 
Academy  ;  and  the  incapacity  of  the  United  States 
to  make  the  purchase,  and  hold  the  title,  was 
urged  as  an  objection.  The  motion  to  strike  out 
this  appropriation  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  King, 
of  New  "\  ork.  Van  Blren,  S.mith,  Hayne,  and 
Mills,  who  contended  that  the  removal  of  the 
tavern  from  this  farm,  or  its  regulation  by  the 
officers  of  the  Academy,  would  eminently  pro- 
mote the  interest  of  the  institution,  and  preserve 
the  morals  of  the  students.  The  power  of  the 
Government  to  purchase  and  hold  the  land  was 
also  supported.  The  question  was  then  taken,  by 
yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  against  striking  out 
this  approbation,  16  in  the  affirmative,  and  26  in 
the  negative,  as  folio w.s: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Barbour,  Barton,  Bell,  Branch, 
Chandler,  Gaillard,  Holmes  of  .Maine,  King  of  Ala- 
bama, Lanman,  Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Macon,  Palmer, 
Talbot,  TaNlor  of  Indiana,  Taylor  of  Virginia,  and 
Ware— 16.' 

Nats — Messrs.  Brown,  Clayton,  D'Wolf,  Eaton, 
Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Elliott,  Hayne,  Holmes  of 
Mii^sissippi,  Jackson.  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Kelly, 
i^ng  of  New  York,  Knight,  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts, 
Lowrie,  .Mcllvaine,  Mills,  Noble,  Parrott,  Rugglcs, 
Seymour,  Smith,  Thomas.  Van  Buren,  Van  Dyke, 
and  Williams— 26. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate  with- 
out amendment,  and  passed  to  n  third  reading. 


Thursday,  March  4. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Noble,  the  Committee  on 
Pensions  were  discharged  from  the  consideration 
of  the  petition  of  Jesse  Camp. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  presented  sundry 
documents  in  support  of  the  claim  of  Francois 
Navarre,  for  property  lost  during  the  late  war; 
which  were  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims. 

Mr.  Hayne  presented  the  petition  of  the  legal 
representatives  of  James  Koddey,  late  of  Charles- 
ton, South  Carolina,  deceased,  stating  that  the 
deceased  was  a  contractor  for  the  Army  during 
the  late  war,  and  that  a  large  balance  is  due  from 
the  United  States  to  his  estate  on  that  account; 
which  balance  has  been  improperly  transferred  on 
the  books  of  the  Trea>ury  to  the  credit  of  one 
Robert  C.  Jennings,  which  illegal  proceeding  they 
pray  may  be  investigated  and  corrected.  The  pe- 
tition was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 


M'r.  Williams  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of  Mississippi,  praying  the  extinction 
of  the  Indian  title  to  certain  lands  within  that 
State;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  Van  Buren,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  in  addi- 
tion to  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  amend  the  ordi- 
nance and  acts  of  Congress  for  the  government 
of  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  V.  B.,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  settlement 
of  certain  pecuniary  claims  against  the  United 
States,  reported  it  without  amendments. 

Mr.  V.  B.,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
the  subject  was  referred  by  resolution  of  the  Sen- 
ate of  the  17ih  December  last,  reported  a  bill  in 
addition  to  the  act  relative  to  the  election  of  a 
President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States, 
which  was  twice  read,  by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  submitted  the 
following  motion  for  consideration  : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Slates 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate 
copies  of  the  several  instructions  to  the  Ministers  of 
the  United  States  to  the  (Jovprnment  of  France,  and 
of  the  correspondence  between  the  said  Ministers  and 
Government,  having  reference  to  the  spoliations  com- 
mitted by  thai  Power  on  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States  anterior  to  the  30th  of  September,  1800;  or  so 
much  thereof  as  can  be  communicated  without  preju- 
dice to  the  public  interests;  aUo,  bow  far,  if  at  all,  the 
claim  of  indemnity  from  the  Government  of  France, 
for  the  spoliations  aforesaid,  was  affected  by  the  Con- 
vention eir.fred  into  l>etween  the  United  States  and 
France  on  the  said  30lh  of  September,  1800. 

Mr.  Ware  presented  the  preamble  and  resolu- 
tions adopted  at  a  ineeiinff  of  the  citizens  of  Au- 
gu:>ia,  against  any  increa.»e  of  duties  on  imports; 
which  were  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  and  .Manufactures. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations  for  the 
military  service  of  the  United  States  lor  the  year 
1824,''  was  read  the  third  time,  and  pa>sed. 

SARAH  E ASTON  AND  DOROTHY  STORER. 
The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Claims,  ad- 
verse to  the  petition  of  Sarah  Easion  and  Dorothy 
Storer,  was  taken  up  for  consideration.  These 
petitioners,  daughters  of  the  late  Colonel  Robert 
H.  Harrison,  pray  that  they  may  receive  the  com- 
mutation for  half  pay,  and  the  bounty  land,  pro- 
vided by  Congress  for  the  officers  and  soldiers  of 
the  Revolutionary  Army,  to  which  they  think 
they  are  entitled  in  virtue  of  the  services  rendered 
by  their  father,  as  Aid-de-Camp  and  principal 
Secretary  to  General  Washington,  from  1775  to 
1781,  at  which  time  General  H.  retired  from  the 
Army,  on  furlough,  in  consequence  of  the  bad 
state  of  his  health,  which  he  never  afterwards  re- 
covered, and  died  in  1790.  The  Committee  report 
against  the  claim,  on  the  grounds  that  there  is  not 
sufficient  evidence  that  General  Harrison  retired 
from  the  Army,  on  furlough;  or  that  his  case 


could  be  brought  within  the  acts  allowing  the 
commutation  and  bounty — that  his  accounts  with 
the  Government  do  not  appear  to  have  been  regu- 
larly settled — that  it  is  not  found  that  he  himself 
ever  made  any  claim  for  half  pay,  or  bounty  land, 
jnd  that  they  cannot  perceive  any  good  reason 
why  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  should  be 
granted. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Maryland,  opposed  the  rejKjrt  of 
the  Committee,  and  moved  to  reverse  it.  Messrs. 
Barbour  and  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  advocated 
that  motion,  and  Messrs.  Bell,  Chandler,  Tay- 
lor, of  Virginia,  and  Riggles,  opposed  it.  With- 
out taking  the  question,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Friday.  March  5. 
The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States: 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  : 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  containing  copies  of  the  contracts  made 
by  the  Surveyor  General,  and  called  for  by  a  resolution 
of  the  Senate,  bearing  date  the  24th  February,  1824. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Mabch  3.  1824. 

The  Message  and  report  were  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  President  communicated  the  preamble 
and  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  New  York, 
lequesting  their  Senators  and  Representatives  in 
Congress  to  use  their  best  exertions  to  procure  from 
the  United  States  indemnification  for  losses  sus- 
tained by  the  conflagration  and  destruction  of  the 
houses  and  effects  of  certain  persons  who  resided 
on  and  near  the  Niagara  river,  during  the  late 
w^ar;  which  were  read,  and  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
Van  Blren,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Noble  presented  the  petition  of  Demas 
Deming,   assignee  of  Hugh   Glenn,  praying   the 

Eayment  of  a  balance  found  to  be  due  from  the 
United  States,  by  the  verdict  of  a  jury,  to  the  said 
Glenn,  as  contractor  for  supplying  rations  to  the 
troops  and  Indian  department,  in  the  State  of  In- 
diana, in  the  course  of  the  late  war;  which  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Roggles,  the  Committee  of 
Claims  were  discharged  from  the  consideration  of 
the  petition  of  Mary  Davis  and  Thomas  W. 
Davis,  representatives  of  Solomon  Davis,  deceased. 
The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  of  the  3d  in.stant, 
to  instruct  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
opening  a  post  road  in  Louisiana  ;  and,  on  motion, 
by  Mr.  Mills,  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill,  reported  by  the  Committee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia,  "  in  addition  to  the  act  in- 
corporating the  Washington  and  AlexandriaTurn- 
pike  Corporation,"  was  taken  up  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole.  This  bill  authorizes  the  corporation 
to  establish  additional  lolls,  dec.  It  was  reported 
to  the  Senate  without  amendment,  and  passed  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill  to  "  alter  the  time  for  holding  the  Dis- 
trict Courts  in   the  District  of  Kentucky,"  was 
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taken  up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  reported  to  I  documents  connected  with  these  claims  were  so 
the  Senate,  and  passed  to  be  engrossed  and  read    voluminous  that  they  could  not  possibly  be  pre- 


a  third  time. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  '•  to  provide  gradual  supplies 
of  cannon,  bombs,  and  bowitz,  for  the  forliiications 
of  the  United  Stales."  After  some  discussion,  in 
which  Messrs.   Lowrie,   Jackson,   Smith,  and 


pared  during  the  present  session.  He  did  not 
make  this  remark  in  opposition  to  the  resolution, 
but  merely  to  show  to  the  Senate  the  reason  why 
the  Committee  would  not  be  able  to  report  on 
these  claims. 
Mr.  Lloyh,  of  Massachusetts,  made  a  few  re- 


KiNG,  of  New  York,  took  part,  the  bill  was  post- 1  marks  in  favor  of  the  resolution.     He  was   not 
poned  till  Monday  next.  I  sufficiently  informed  on  the  subject,  although  it 

The  bill  ''  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representa-  \  involved  claims  of  a  large  amount,  for  want  of 
lives  of  Alexander  Mitchell,  deceased,"  was  taken  the  information  mentioned  in  the  resolution.  And, 
up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  This  bill  pro-  i  as  those  claims  could  not  be  acted  upon  with  pro- 
vides tor  the  reimbursement  of  a  sum  of  money  I  priety  until  this   information   was  obtained,   he 


hoped    the   resolution  would  be  agreed   to,  even 
though  it  might  postpone  a  decision  on  the  claims 
until  the  next  session  of  Congress. 
The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 


TRANSPORTATION  OF  SPECIE,  Ac,  IN  PUB- 
LIC VESSELS. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  "  regulating  the  transportation  of  gold 
and  silver  bullion,  specie,  and  jewels,  and  carry- 


paid  for  a  license  on  a  still,  under  certain  circum- 
stances. The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate,and 
passed  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt, 
together  with  the  amendment  proposed  thereto; 
and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned to  Monday  next. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Claims,  un- 
favorable to  the  petition  of  Sarah  Easton  and  .  . 
Dorothy  Storer,  was  again  taken  up  ;  but  after  ing  of  passengers,  and  to  prohibit  the  receipt  of 
some  further  discussion,  by  Messrs.  Bell,  Bar-  '  merchandise,  in  the  public  vessels  of  the  United 
BODR,  Lan.man,  S.mith,  and  Holmes,  of  Maine,  States,"  was  taken  up  for  consideration  in  Com- 
it  was  postponed  till  Monday  next.                            mittee  of  the  Whole. 

The  Senate  then  fifok  up  for  consideration,  in  Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Maryland,  said,  as  he  had  oflVred 
Committee  of  ihe  Whole,  the  bill  authorizing  the  '  the  resolution  which  gave  rise  to  this  bill,  he  thought 
Register  of  the  Land  Office  for  the  Western  dis-  i  it  his  duty  to  state  the  views  which  induced  him 
met  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  to  report  upon  cer- 1  lo  propose  it.  He  felt  a  great  interest  in  the  Navy, 
tain  land  claims  within  the  said  district.  The  bill  |  and  wished  to  do  all  he  could  to  sustain  its  honor, 
was  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  passed  to  be  en-  i  He  believed  the   permission  to  carry  specie  had 


grossed  and  read  a  third  time. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 


grown  up,  like  many  other  of  our  practices,  from 
the  example  of  England.     But  it  became  now  ne- 


bill  to  enable  the  holders  of  French,  British,  and  \  cessary  to  inquire  how  far  the  honor  and  welfare 
Spanish  titles  to  lands  within  that  part  of  the  i  of  the  country  and  its  Navy  was  compromitted 
State  of  Louisiana  situate  to  the  east  of  the  Mis-  ,  by  this  practice.  Considerable  sums  of  money 
sissippi  rivtr  and  island  of  New  Orleans,  which  ;  have  been  made  in  this  traffic  by  someof  our  offi- 
have  not  been  recognised  as  valid  by  the  Govern-  i  cers;  our  public  vessels  have  been  the  deposito- 
ment  of  the  United  States,  to  institute  proceedings  I  ries  and  the  insurers  of  the  property  of  foreign 
totry  the  validity  th*feof,  together  with  the  amend- i  nations,  and  of  belligerents.  This  permission  to 
ments  made  thereto  by  the  Senate  as  in  Committee  i  carry  >pecie  was  calculated  to  destroy  the  fine  and 
of  the  Whole:  and  the  said   amendments  being    chivalrous  feelings  of  the  officer — to  turn  his  mind 


concurred  in,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  lime. 

FRENCH  SPOLIATIONS. 

The  resolution  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  Lloyd, 
of  Massachusetts,  was  again  read.  The  resolution 
requests  from  the  President  of  the  United  States 
copies  of  the  instructions  given  to  our  Ministers  lo 
France,  with  the  correspondence,  and  such  other 
information  in  reference  to  spoliations  committed 
on  our  commerce  by  the  vessels  of  that  nation 
previous  to  the  year  1800  as  it  may  be  pro|)er  to 
communicate,  in  order  to  show  how  far  the  indi- 
vidual claims  to  indemnity  for  those  spoliations 
was  affected  by  the  convention  concluded  with 
France  in  the  year  1800. 

Mr.  Barbour  stated  that,  as  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  to  whom  the 
numerous  petitions  on  this  subject  was  referred, 
he  had  communicated  with  the  Secretary  of  State 
in  relation  to  it.     He  had  been  informed  that  the 


from  seeking  "reputation  at  the  cannon's  mouth," 
lo  interested  and  sordid  pursuits.  Further  than 
ihis,  the  practice  was  liable  to  involve  us  in  diffi- 
culties with  foreign  nations.  It  was  an  infringe- 
ment of  our  neutral  character;  it  was  authorizing 
a  practice  in  regard  to  those  nations  which  had 
not  the  power  of  resistance,  which  the  more  pow- 
erful would  never  submit  to.  These  considera- 
tions, affecting  the  character  of  the  country  and 
the  Navy,  led  him  to  believe  that  the  transporta- 
tion of  specie  in  public  vessels  ought  lo  be  pro- 
hibited. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  said,  he  believed 
that  the  transportation  of  specie  in  public  vessels 
might  be  permitted,  under  certain  regulations, 
without  detriment  to  the  service.  Great  Britain 
had  allowed  this  practice  in  her  navy,  time  out  of 
mind,  under  restrictions.  In  our  Navy  there  has 
been  no  regulation  on  the  subject,  and  it  ought 
not  lo  be  permitted  to  go  on  so.  Our  vessels  were 
liable  to  engage  in  improper  cruises,  and  to  enter 


.1 


m 


321 


HISTORY  OF  CNOGRESS. 


322 


March,  1824. 


Proi'eedings. 


Senate. 


improper  ports,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  this  I 
trade;  and  it  might  jeopardize  the  peace  of  the 
country.  The  transportation  ol'  specie  by  our 
public  vessels  certainly  requires  some  regulation, 
although  Mr.  L.  tliou;^ht  it  was  not  proper  to  pro- 
hibit it  entirely.  The  bill  now  before  the  Senate 
contains  the  necessary  provisions  :  it  provides 
what  ports  specie  may  be  carried  to  and  from, 
and  what  countries,  under  certain  circumstances. 
The  permission  to  bring  specie  in  the  national 
vessels  to  the  United  States  is  important  lo  the 
country.  It  is  said  that  we  are  in  great  want  of 
specie;  the  embarrassments  of  the  manufacturers, 
particularly,  are  said  to  be  very  great* — and  how 
are  we  to  get  specie  ?  It  must  come  from  foreign 
countries,  and  the  public  vessels  furnish  the  safest 
mode  of  transportation.  He  believed  that  no  dis- 
honorable acts  could  be  charged  upon  our  naval 
officers  in  this  respect. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Maryland,  rose  to  explain.  He  ! 
had  not  the  least  intention  to  charge  any  of  our  ■ 
naval  officers  with  improper  conduct,  but  thought 
that  the  transportation  of  specie  ought  to  be  pro-  ' 
hibited,  to  prevent  consi-quences  which  might  ' 
hereafter  result  from  the  practice. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusett-^,  said,  he  had  not 
understood  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  as  in- 
tending to  prefer  any  charge^  against  the  officer*> 
of  the  Navy.     He  believed  there  was  no  danger 
that  their  honorable  character  would  be  affected  '. 
by  continuing  this  practice.     It  had  not  produced  i 
that  effect  upon  the  officers  of  the  British  navy,  j 
Hitherto  we  have  had  no  regard  to  tiie  maximum  | 
of  freight  to  be  allowed  for  the  transportation  of 

•  To  the  Editors  of  the  Sational  Intelligencer.        , 

Okntlemkn.  In  the  report  in  your  y*\*^'t  of  ihis  momin;,  ii  ; 
•ome  rem&rkt  I  had  maile  in  ihe  S«'nau>,  in  reference  to  the  Mil  i 
for  il»e  iranaporuiion  of  sp«ie  in  llip  public  veatflsof  lh«r  United 
SuiM.  it  la  tuied,  that  I  oL«ervpd  ^ihe  etnlMurraMnienis  of  the 
nianuuclurprs  |>anicuUrly,  are  Mid  la  L>e  very  great.''    This  la  er-  i 
roncDua,  anJ,  at  the  prfsenl  nionifiii,  might  c'ive  an  imr>r*«slon  of 
mr  Mnilmentf,  and  perha(i*  an  influencp  to  them,  which,  at  any  i 
other  iim«,  they  would  not  comnutnJ.    My  observation  uaa,  that 
the  irjipjrtation  of  stiecie  waa  inn«irtanl  to  the  amniry,  and  might  , 
to  l*  encouraged  :  tnat,  9h>nly  after  the  late  war,  the  iraporunon 
of  11  from  Cuiupe  was  one  means  of  more  speedily  restoring  the  \ 
circulations  of  the  I'nited  Sut«0,  ur  pan  of  them,  to  aaound  l^is  ;  | 
that,  if  we  believe<l  the  statements,  letters,  and  jamphlets,  of  the  i 
manutactiirera,  with  which  our  tahles  are  covered,  much  of  the  i 
bankruptcy  and  distre««  they  so  coas(  iciiously  de«cani  upon,  aroce  I 
from  the  want  of  u ;  and  that  for  these  and  other  reasons  the  pub-  ! 
lie  ressels,  under  suitable  regulations,  ought  not  u  Ixr  restrained  ] 
fram  uking  it.  { 

In  the  part  uf  the  country  with  which  I  am  liest  acquainted,  my  I 
jmpreesiun  is  not,  "  that  Uie  rinbarrasaineais  of  the  manulacturers  ! 
are  (kinicularly  creat ;"'  on  the  contrarr.  my  belief  is,  that,  in  New  ' 
England  at  lean,  they  at  present,  coflectkvely  considered,  f>rm 
the  most  ihrivinz  and  prosperous  i;an  of  the  community  ;  and,  if 
any  evidence  of  the  correciness  oi  lhi»  opinion  were  wanted,  u 
mlfhl  be  ilehved  frinii  the  hieh  rate  of  advance  on  the  cost,  which 
■lock,  in  well  escabiisbed  an^  well  conducted  inanufaciurio^  com- 
panies, has  lon^  cutninanded,  and  still  continues  to  command,  a 
common-sense  standard,  not  liable  to  much  of  fallacy  among  an 
active,  sagacious,  and  commercial  population. 

The  aituaiion  of  the  re8(>ectable  n-fK>rters  in  th"  Senate,  while  it 
nol  only  fully  accounts  for  occasional  ini'at'preheiisions,  entitles 
ihem  to  ereai  credit,  for  the  intelligent  general  view  which  they  give 
of  the  debates  that  occur  in  it.  But,  for  the  reason  before  ineii- 
tioned,  your  losertiun  of  the  nreseni  t-xplanation  in  the  next  paper 
will  oblige  Your  ol4»dient  servant. 

J.  LLOYD. 

Mabcu  6. 

[The  remark  of  Mr.  Lloyd,  in  regard  lo  the  disadvantageous  jx*- 
iiiion  of  the  reporters,  is,  we  regret  to  say,  particularly  applicable 
lo  their  position  in  relation  to  himself,  to  Mr  Jackson,  Mr.  King 
of  New  YOrk.  and  KMne  other  gentlemen  on  the  right  of  the  Chair, 
whose  remarks  are  consequently  nol  heard  at  all,  or  very  iadis- 
linctly  heard  by  the  rep-jrters.] 


specie.  This  bill  has  a  provision  on  that  point. 
In  the  present  absence  of  all  regulation,  the  com- 
manders of  the  vessels  have  themselres  received 
all  the  benefit  accruing  from  the  freight  of  the 
specie.  Not  so  in  the  British  service.  A  certain 
part  of  the  freight  in  their  vessels  goes  to  the  other 
officer*,  and  a  part  to  the  Greenwich  hospital. 
The  present  bill  has  a  similar  provision.  A  cer- 
tain portion  of  the  freight  money  is  to  go  to  the 
inferior  officers  and  to  the  Navy  Hospital  fund. 
It  appears  to  the  committee  proper  that  some  reg- 
ulation should  also  be  adopted  in  relation  to  the 
transportation  of  passengers.  Considerable  incon- 
venience has  occurred  from  carrying  passengers. 
We  have  been  in  the  habit  of  making  drawing- 
rooms  of  the  cabins  of  our  public  vessels.  This 
is  certainly  not  beneficial  to  the  service.  If  our 
captains  can  carry  their  ladies  and  families  in 
their  vessels,  the  lieutenants  may  do  the  same ;  and* 
this  will  be  an  increasing  evil.  The  bill  proposes 
checks  upon  the  improprieties  that  may  hereafter 
occur.  Mr.  L.  thought  that  it  would  be  better  to 
take  up  the  bill,  section  after  section,  in  order  that 
It  might  be  fully  considered,  and  opportunity  be 
afforded  for  amendments,  if  gentlemen  should 
think  proper  to  propose  any. 

Mr.  Smith  said,  that  he  was  not  yet  sufficiently 
informed  upon  this  subject,  to  go  into  the  consid- 
eration of  It.  at  the  present  time.  He  therefore 
moved  its  postponement  until  Wednesday  next. 
This  motion  was  agreed  to. 


Monday,  March  8. 

Mr.  Elliott  presented  the  memorial  of  John 
Wingfield,  and  others,  in  behalf  of  the  citizens  of 
Morgan  county,  in  Georgia,  remonstrating  against 
the  passage  of  the  bill  now  before  Congress,  to  in- 
crease the  duties  on  imports,  as  unconstitutional, 
and  highly  prejudicial  to  the  commercial  and  ag- 
ricultural interests  of  the  country  ;  which  was 
read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce 
and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  DicKER.soN,  from  the  Library  Committee, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petitions  of  Way  de- 
Gideon,  and  Edward  De  Krafft,  reported  on  the 
subject,  authorizing  the  purchase  of  ten  copies  of 
the  Journals  of  the  Old  Congress. 

Mr.  Barton  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
chairman  and  trustees  of  the  corporation  of  St. 
Charle*;,  in  Missouri,  praying  that  certain  lots 
and  out  lots,  appertaining  to  the  town,  and  which 
the  President  was  authorized  to  select  for  military 
purposes,  may  be  applied  to  purposes  of  educa- 
tion;  and  that  the  commons  of  St.  Charles  may 
be,  also,  applied  to  the  same  object.  Referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  Benjamin  Bridges,  praying  to  be  compen- 
sated for  military  services  rendered  during  the 
late  war ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  James  Jackson,  and  J.  C.  McLamore, 
sureties  of  the  late  Robert  Searcy,  made  a  report 
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accompanied  by  a  resolution,  that  the  petitioners 
have  leave  to  withdraw  their  petition  and  papers. 
Mr.  Llovd,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  whom  was  re- 
^ferred  the  petition  of  the  Vestry  of  Christ  church, 
in  the  city  of  Washington,  reported  a  bill  for  en- 
closing the  burial  ground  of  Christ  church  par- 
ish ;  which  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second 
reading. 

The  bill  to  change  the  terms  of  the  district 
court  of  the  United  States  for  the  Kentucky  dis- 
trict, was  read  the  third  lime,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  Andrew  Mitchell,  deceased,  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  establishment  of  a  turnpike  company  in  the 
county  of  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia," was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  register  of  the  land 
office  for  the  western  district  of  the  Slate  of  Lou- 
isiana to  report  upon  certain  land  claims  within 
the  said  district,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill  to  enable  the  holders  of  French,  Brit- 
ish, and  Spani.'-h  titles  to  lands  within  that  part 
of  the  State  of  Louisiana  situated  to  the  east  of 
the  Mississippi  river  and  island  of  New  Orleans, 
which  have  not  been  recognised  as  valid  by  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  to  institute 
proceedings  to  try  the  validity  thereof,  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  the 
Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  "Whole,  proceeded  \ 
to  consider  the  bill  "to  authorize  the  employment 
of  certain  assistants  m  the  General  Land  Office." 
This  bill  authorizes  the  employment  of  draughts- 
men to  prepare  maps  which  have  been  ordered  by 
the  Senate.  The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate 
without  amendment ;  and  passed  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time. 

PUBLIC  LANDS  IN  INDI.\NA.  ^ 

Mr.  Barton,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  Indiana,  praying  permission 
to  revoke  the  ordinance  exempting  from  taxation 
for  five  years  those  public  lands  which  have  been 
sold,  reported  a  bill  granting  the  prayer  of  the  pe- 
titioners in  part.  The  bill  was  read,  and  passed 
to  a  second  reading.     The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  Committee  on  Public  Lands  have  bad  under 
their  consideration,  a  joint  resolution  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  asking;  the  consent 
of  Congress  to  the  revocation  of  that  part  of  the  com- 
pact  between  the  United  States  and  the  State  of  In- 
diana, by  which  all  public  lands  foIJ  in  that  State, 
after  the  1st  day  of  December.  1816,  were  exempted 
from  taxation  by  the  State,  for  the  term  of  five  years 
after  the  sale  thereof,  and  submit  the  following  re- 
port— 

By  the  general  regulations  for  the  sale  of  the  United 
States  lands,  passed  on  lOth  May.  1800,  the  United 
States  reserved  a  reversionary  interest  for  the  term  of 
five  years,  in  all  lands  by  them  sold.  At  the  expiration 
of  that  term,  if  the  lands  sold  wer«  not  fully  paid  for, 
^7  might,  in  the  manner  described  in  those  regula- 


tions, revert  absolutely  to  the  United  States  ;  although, 
during  that  term,  the  purchaser  had  an  estate  in  the 
lands  purchased,  (^subject  to  the  revision,)  which  might 
have  been  taxed  by  the  State  in  which  they  lie,  if  no 
compact  to  the  contrary  had  been  made. 

To  guard  this  reversionary  interest  from  the  embar- 
rassments that  might  have  been  created  by  the  States 
exercising  the  right  of  taxation,  and  to  prevent  the 
debtors  of  the  L'nited  States  from  being  rendered  less 
able  to  pay  for  their  lands,  the  United  States  required, 
as  one  of  the  conditions  to  the  propositions  made  to 
the  several  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Missouri, 
Mississippi,  Louisiana,  and  Alabama,  in  their  respec- 
tive acts  authorizing  them  to  form  their  constitutions, 
that  they  should  provide  by  ordinances  irrevocable, 
without  the  consent  of  Congress,  that  all  lands  sold 
by  the  United  States,  within  the  limits  of  those  seve- 
ral States,  after  the  times  limited  in  said  acts  respec- 
tively, should  be  exempt  from  any  taxation  under  the 
authority  of  those  particular  States,  during  the  said 
term  of  five  years. 

With  this  condition  each  of  the  enumerated  States 
complied. 

Afterwards,  by  an  act  passed  on  the  24th  of  April, 
1820,  Congress,  among  other  things,  abolished  the 
system  of  credit  in  the  sales  of  public  lands  made  after 
the  first  of  July  of  that  year. 

Upon  this  event,  the  committee  is  of  opinion  that 
every  reason  which  induced  that  condition  cea.-ed ; 
that  the  lands  sold  by  the  United  States  after  the  Ibt 
of  July,  18-0,  being  absolutely  private  property,  be- 
came taxable  of  right  by  the  States  in  which  they  lie; 
and  that  a  proper  case  had  then  occurred,  in  which 
to  give  the  consent  of  Congress  to  the  revocation  of 
so  much  of  those  compacts  as  provide  for  the  exemp- 
tion in  question,  as  seems,  indeed,  to  have  been  anti- 
I  cipatrd  and  provided  for,  by  the  several  acts  author- 
izing the  formation  of  those  States,  and  the  ordinances 
passed  by  their  conventions. 

That  the  enhancement  of  the  value  of  public  lands 
was  not  the  object  of  Congrecs,  in  requiring  i^ote  ex- 
emptions from  taxation,  is  manifest  from  the  fact,  that 
no  such  exemption  has  ever  been  attached  to  the  sale 
of  lands  in  the  several  Territories  of  the  United  States, 
neither  before  nor  since  the  adoption  of  the  enumerated 
States  into  the  Union.  Yet,  as  the  compacts  in  that 
respect  were  not  revoked  in  point  of  fact,  but  remained 
in  force  to  the  present  time  ;  and,  as  the  exemption 
from  taxation  many  have  entered  into  the  induce- 
ment to  the  purchase  of  iand^  heretofore  sold  under 
it,  the  committee  deem  it  inexpedient  to  propose  any 
change  in  those  compacts  that  may  afTect  lands  here- 
tofore sold  by  the  United  States. 

But,  believing  that  every  reason  for  such  exemptions 
has  ceased  with  regard  to  the  United  States,  and  that 
great  inequality  and  inju<tice  are  produced  in  those 
individual  States,  by  the  unequal  burdens  impoHed  on 
that  class  of  their  citizens  who  purchased  before  the 
formation  of  their  respective  constitutions,  and  that 
class  who  purchased  since  ;  and,  also,  by  a  great  di- 
minution of  the  revenues  of  those  States  after  it  has 
ceased  to  be  necessary,  or  even  useful  to  the  United 
States,  the  committee  submit  a  bill  declaring  the  con- 
sent of  Congress,  to  the  revocation  of  so  much  of  the 
said  ordiniinces  as  establishes  the  exempti<>ns  com- 
plained of  by  the  State  of  Indiana  on  her  part,  so 
far  as  they  may  affect  lands  hereafter  to  be  sold  by  the 
United  States. 

The  report  and  bill  were  read,  and  passed  to  a 
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second  reading  ;  and  the  report  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

PURCHASERS  OF  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

B^r.  Noble  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  Indiana,  suggesting  the  expedi- 
ency of  authorizing,  bylaw,  all  those  persons  who 
suffered  a  forfeiture  of  lands  on  which  payments 
had  been  made,  and  the  forfeiture  incurred  prior 
to  the  act  for  the  relief  of  purchasers  of  public 
lands,  passed  in  1821,  to  apply  the  amount  paid 
to  the  purchase  of  other  lands;  and,  of  reducing 
the  price  of  certain  public  lands  within  that  State, 
of  an  inferior  quality.  The  memorial  was  read 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Noble  said,  in  presenting  the  above  me- 
morial, that  he  was  proud  to  have  it  in  his  power 
to  say,  that  in  the  memorial,  the  Legislature  had 
manifested  their  attachment  to  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment, and  for  the  interest  and  prosperity  of  it. 
He  said,  the  Legislature  had  gone  further — that 
they  had,  on  the  part  of  their  constituents,  and  for 
them.selves,  acknowledged  the  benevolent  policy 
heretofore  exercised  by  Congress  towards  the  pur- 
chasers of  public  lands,  by  which  many  of  them 
have  been  redeemed  from  ruin,  and  saved  from 
forfeiture;  and  without  the  aid  of  such  policy, 
their  lands  must  have  reverted  to  the  United 
States. 

The  Legislature,  said  Mr.  N.,  presents  two  sub- 
jects for  the  consideration  of  Congress,  both  of 
which  he  deemed  to  be  well  worthy  of  considera- 
tion. The  first  was,  that  of  permitting,  by  law, 
those  individuals  who,  prior  to  the  act  ol  Congress 
for  the  relief  of  purchasers  of  public  lands,  passed 
in  1821,  suffered  a  forfeiture  of  lands  on  which 
one  or  more  payments  had  been  made,  to  apply 
the  amount  of  their  forfeitures  in  the  purchase  of 
other  lands,  confiningthein  to  the  districts  wherein 
the  forfeitures  accrued.  There  can  be  no  objec- 
tion to  this,  because  the  lands  have  reverted  to  the 
United  States,  and  the  amount  of  money  paid  by 
the  purchaser,  which  was  the  forfeiture,  is  in  your 
Treasury.  You  are  not  asked  for  money,  but 
merely  for  land,  since  you  have  been  in  the  habit 
of  selling  in  tracts  of  eighty  acres,  and  the  appli- 
cation of  the  forfeitures  to  be  confined  to  the  same 
land  districts. 

The  second  subject  is,  the  expediency  of  reduc- 
ing the  price  of  public  lands  in  those  districts 
where  they  had  been  offered  for  sale,  for  ten  or 
more  years,  and  have  not  yet  found  purchasers. 
The  history  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  in  this 
country,  proves,  that,  to  reduce  the  price  of  your 
lands  in  the  old  settled  parts  of  the  country,  is  a 
true  policj.  We  all  know,  that  your  good  lands 
are  first  selected,  and  the  most  indifferent  tracts 
are  reiecled ;  and,  as  the  districts  become  closely 
settled,  these  refused,  indifferent,  and  broken  tracts 
of  land,  serve  only  for  those  persons  adjacent,  to 
trespass  upon,  cut,  and  carry  away  your  timber, 
thereby,  in  time,  rendering  the  land  of  little  or  no 
value  to  the  Government.  The  Legislature  of 
Indiana,  from  the  pride  of  attachment  to  the  (Jen- 
eral  Government,  and  for  their  interest,  as  well  as 


the  interest  of  the  State,  apprize  you  of  the  facts, 
and  disclaim  any  other  motive. 

SARAH  EASTON  AND  DOROTHY  STORER. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Claims,  unfa- 
vorable to  the  petition  of  Sarah  Easion  and  Dor- 
othy Storer,  was  again  taken  up  for  considera- 
tion. The  grounds  of  this  claim  were  stated  par- 
ticularly when  it  was  before  under  discussion. 
The  petitioners  are  daughters  of  Colonel  Robert 
H.  Harrison,  Aid-de-carap  to  General  Washing- 
ton ;  and  they  claim  the  commutation  for  half- 
pay  and  bounty  land,  which  they  state  to  have 
been  due  to  their  late  father.  The  question  be- 
fore the  Senate  was,  upon  the  motion  of  Mr. 
LLovn  of  Maryland,  to  reverse  the  report.  This 
motion  was  advocated,  and  the  claim  supported 
by  Messrs.  Hayne,  Lanman,  and  Smith,  and 
opposed  by  Messrs.  Bell,  Chandler,  and  Tay- 
lor of  Virginia.  The  question  on  reversing  the 
report  was  put,  and  decided  in  the  negative — 14 
in  favor  of,iand  25  against  it,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Barbour,  Eaton,  Hayne,  Jackson, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Lan- 
man, Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Mills,  Smith,  Talbot,  Thom- 
as, Van  Buren,  and  Van  Dyke. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Branch,  Brown, 
Chandler,  Clayton,  D'Wolf,  Dickerson,  Edwards  of 
Connecticut,  Elliott,  Findlay,  Gaillard,  Holmes  of 
Maine,  Holmes  of  Mississippi,  Kelly,  King  of  Ala- 
bama. Knight,  Lloyd  of  .Massachusetts,  Lowrie,  Ma- 
con, Noble,  Palmer,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Taylor  of 
Virginia,  and  Williams. 

Whereupon,  it  was  resolved,  that  the  prayer  of 
the  petitioners  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

Mr.  Hayne  moved  that  the  several  resolutions 
proposing  amendments  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  in  relation  to  the  election  of  Pres- 
ident and  Vice  President,  should  be  taken  up.  In 
calling  up  these  resolutions,  he  said,  that  they  had 
been  lying  so  many  weeks  upon  the  table,  that  he 
felt  himself  bound  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Senate  to  them,  at  this  time,  in  order  that  some 
decision  should  take  place  in  relation  to  them.  It 
will  be  recollected,  said  Mr.  H.,  that  several  prop- 
ositions to  amend  the  Constitution,  one  of  them 
by  himself,  had  been  submitted,  very  soon  after 
the  commencement  of  the  session,  and  though 
one  of  those  propositions  submitted  by  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Missouri,  (Mr.  Benton,) 
had  been  discussed,  no  decision  had  taken  place 
on  any  of  them.  The  indisposition  of  the  gen- 
tleman, and  the  usual  courtesy  of  the  Senate, 
had  influenced  that  postponement.  It  was  no 
longer  desired,  however,  on  that  ground,  and 
therefore  it  had  become  necessary  for  the  Senate 
now  to  decide  whether  they  intended  to  act  on 
the  subject  during  the  present  session.  Mr.  H. 
had  understood,  from  several  of  the  members, 
that  they  deemed  the  present  period  unfavorable 
to  the  adoption  of  any  amendment  to  the  Con- 
stitution, and  too  much  excitement  was  supposed 
to  exist  in  relation  to  the  subject-matter  of  the 
amendment — the  Presidential  Election.    He  had 
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would  render  it  proper  to  stop  now,  after  so  much 
progress  had  already  been  made  in  the  subject. 

Without  taking  the  question  on  the  motion  to 
postpone,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Tlesday,  March  9. 

The  foUowmg  Message  was  yesterday  received 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States: 
To  the  Home  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States.- 

On    the  3d   March,    1819.   Jtine»  Miller  was  fint 
commigsioned    as  GoTernor  of  the    Territory  of  Ar- 


been  informed  that  a  majority  of  this  House 
deemed  if  inexpedient  to  act  on  the  subject  during 
the  present  session.  Mr.  H.  was  not  disposed  to 
press  for  a  decision  on  the  amendments,  if  such 
was  the  fact.  But,  as  public  attention  had  been 
excited,  and  the  people  certainly  were  waiting 
with  some  anxiety  for  our  decision,  Mr.  H.  hoped 
that  the  Senate  would  now  say  whether  these 
propositions  shall  be  discussed  and  acted  on  dur- 
ing the  present  session,  or  whether  they  should  be 
indefinitely  postponed.  For  the  purpose  of  bring- 
ing this  to  the  test,  he  would  move  that  these  _  ,  .  , 
reS)lutions  be  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Mon- ;  kansas.  fur  the  term  of  three  yeara  from  that^date 
day  next,  and  he  hoped  that  no  gentleman  would 
vote  for  that  proposition,  who  was  not  disposed 
to  act  decisively  on  the  subject  before  the  ad- 
journment of  Congress. 

The  motion  to  take  up  the  resolutions  prevailed. 
Mr.  KixQ  of  New  York,  then  moved  for  the  in- 
definite postponement  of  the  whole  subject.  This 
motion  gave  rise  to  considerable  discussion,  in 
which  Messrs.  King  of  New  York,  Hayne,  Van 
BuREN,   LowRiE,   Lloyd   of  Maryland.   Mills, 

HoL.MES  of  Maine,  Bell,  and  Dicxerson,  parti-    ^    ^  ^ 

cipated.  It  was  contended,  on  the  one  hand,  that ,  g^^uid  take  effect  from  .3d  M'^arch,  1822,  when  hia  firat 
it  could  not  be  expected  by  the  members  of  the    commiaaion  had  expired. 

Senate,  that  any  one.  of  the  different  propositions  jhe  nomination  vita  confirmed  by  the  Senate  to 
could  be  adopted  at  the  present  session — that  there  '  f^r  aa  regarded  the  appointment,  bat  without  concur- 
was  much  other  business,  more  immediately  im- 1  rence  in  the  retroapeciive  effect  propoaed  to  be  given 
portant,  to  be  acted  upon  ;  as  the  amendment,  if    to  the  coramisaion 


Before  the  expiration  of  that  time,  and  in  the 
Winter  of  1821-2,  a  nomination  of  him  for  re-ap- 
pointment  waa  intended,  and  believed  by  me  to  have 
been  made  to  the  Senate,  and  to  have  received  tho 
confirmation  of  that  body. 

By  some  accident,  the  cause  of  which  is  unknown, 
it  appears  that  this  impression  waa  erroneoua,  and, 
in  December,  1822,  it  waa  discovered  that  Mr.  Miller 
had  not  then  beenrecommissioned,  though,  in  the  con- 
fidence that  he  had  been,  he  had  continued  to  act  in 
that  capacity.  He  was  then  renominated  to  the  Sen- 
ate, with  the  additional  proposal  that  his  commiaaion 


adopted  at  all,  could  not  be  adopted  in  season  to 
operate  upon  the  next  election — and  that  a  time  | 
when  the  public  mind  was  not  so  much  agitated  I 
on  the  subject  of  an  election,  as  at  present,  would 
be  more  lavorable  to  the  discussion  ;  as  there  ' 
might  be  some  parts  of  the  country  which  were  i 
yet  waiting,  in  vain  expectation  that  some  amend-  j 
ment  would  be  adopted  at  the  present  session,  \ 
which  would  effect  the  particular  course  which  i 
they  might  see  fit  to  pursue  in  regard  to  the  next  j 
election. 

In  the  course  of  this  debate,  Mr.  Van  Buren 
said,  he  hoped  the  motion  made  by  his  colleague, 
for  indefinite  postponement,  would  not  prevail. 
There  was  not,  in  his  judgment,  any  reason  why 
the  Senate  could  not  act  upon  the  subject  as  well 
now  as  at  any  other  time.  If  the  state  of  feeling 
on  the  part  of  the  members  of  the  Senate  could 
possibly  be  supposed  to  create  an  objection  to  act- 
ing upon  the  matter  at  this  session,  it  was  to  be 
regretted  that  that  consideration  had  not  had  an 
earlier  influence.  We  had  commenced  this  busi- 
ness under  circumstances  peculiarly  auspicious ; 
the  various  propositions  submitted  had  been  re- 


His  second  commission,  therefore,  bears  date  on  3d 
January,  1823,  and  the  interposition  of  the  Legiala- 
ture  becomes  necet^sary  to  legalize  hia  official  acta  in 
the  interval  between  3d  March,  1822,  and  that  lime 
a  subject  which  I  recommend  to  the  confideration  of 
Congress. 

J.\ME8  MONROE. 
Washinotos,  March  8.  1822. 
The   Message  was  read,  and  referred    to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  employing  of  certain 
assistants  in  the  General  Land  Office,  having 
been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly  en- 
grossed, was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  by  .Mr.  Barton,  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  were  discharged  from  the  consider- 
ation of  tne  petition  of  Samuel  Peters. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  Thomas  Hewes,  of  Louisiana,  praying 
the  restitution  of  a  sum  of  money  exacted  from 
him  by  the  marshal  of  Louisiana,  under  an  exe- 
cution issued  against  him  from  the  district  court 
of  Vermont,  in  favor  of  the  United  States;  alle- 
ging  that  the  judgment  was  unjustly   rendered 


ferred  to  a  committee  of  high  respectability,  who  \  against  him.     The  petition  was  read,  and  referred 


had.  with  great  unanimity,  reported  a  proposition 
He  thought  there  was  adequate  time  to  act  upon 
the  one  reported.     He  differed  from  his  colleague 


to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Eaton,  the  Senate  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  Committee 


in  his  impression  that   there  was  any  portion  of  j  of  Claims  on  the  petition  of  Rezin  Rawlings  and 
the  Union  which  expected  that  the  Constitution  I  John    Locke,    executors   of    Daniel    Rawlings- 


would  be  amended  in  season  for  the  next  election 
That  was  rendered  impossible  by  the  necessary 
process  through  which  the  amendments  proposed 
must  pass,  and  such,  he  was  satisfied,  was  the 
understanding  of  it ;  and  there  was,  therefore, 
no  reason  arising  from  that  consideration  which 


whereupon,  Mr.  E.  communicated  additional  evi- 
dence in  support  of  the  claim  of  the  petitioners  ; 
and,  on  his  motion,  the  said  petition,  with  the  ad- 
ditional evidence,  was  recommitted  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Hon 


March,  1824. 
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Ninian  Edwards,  a  Senator  from  the  State  of 
Illinois,  (recently  appointed  Minister  to  Mexico,) 
resigning  his  seat  in  the  Senate  ;  and,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Thomas,  the  President  of  the  Senate  was 
requested  to  inform  the  Executive  of  the  State 
of  Illinois  of  this  resignation. 

Ordered,  That  a  member  be  appointed  on  the 
select  committee  on  roads  and  canals,  in  the  place 
of  Mr.  Edwards  ;  and  Mr.  Van  Dyke  was  ap- 
pointed. 

The  bill  declaring  the  consent  of  Congress  to 
the  revocation  of  certain  parts  of  the  ordinances 
therein  mentioned,  and  the  bill  for  enclosing  the 
burial  ground  of  Christ  Church  Parish,  were 
severally  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  on  the  peti- 
tion of  James  Jackson  and  J.  C.  McLamore  ;  and, 
in  concurrence  therewith,  resolved  that  the  peti- 
tioners have  leave  to  withdraw  their  petition  and 
papers. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  joint  Library  Committee  on  the  memorial  of 
Way  &  Gideon,  and  of  Edward  De  Krafft ;  and 
it  was  postponed  to  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  more  effectually  to  provide  for  the 
national  defence  by  establishing  an  uniform  mi- 
litia system  throughout  the  United  States,  and 
providing  for  the  discipline  thereof;  and  it  was 
postponed  to  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt, 
together  with  the  amendment  proposed  thereto  ; 
and  it  was  postponed  to  Friday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  allowing  a  drawback  on  the  ex- 
portation of  cordage  manufactured  in  the  United 
Stales  from  foreign  hemp;  and  it  was  postponed 
to  the  23d  instant. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  being  the  several 
resolutions  proposing  amendments  to  the  Consti- 
tution in  relation  to  the  election  of  President  and 
Vice  President.  The  question  was  upon  the  mo- 
tioA  of  Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  to  postpone  the 
resolutions  indefinitely. 

Mr.  Hayne  stated  that  he  had  this  morning 
received  information  that  the  health  of  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Missouri,  (Mr.  Benton.) 
who  had  submitted  one  of  these  resolutions,  was 
so  far  restored,  that  he  expected,  in  a  day  or  two, 
to  resume  his  seat;  and  he  had,  therefore,  re- 
quested that  the  subject  should  be  still  further 
postponed  for  a  few  days.  Mr.  H.  yielded  cheer- 
fully to  that  request ;  and,  therefore,  moved  that 
the  resolutions  should,  for  the  present,  lie  on  the 
ttble,  which  was  ordered  accordingly. 

SUPPLY  OF  CANNON,  &c. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  purchase 
of  cannon,  bombs,  and  howitz,  for  the  fortifica- 
tions of  the  United  States,  was  again  taken  up. 
This  bill  provides  an  appro[Jriation  of  §125,000, 
annually,  for  four  years,  for  the  purpose  specified. 

Mr.  Smith  replied  to  the  objections  advanced 


by  Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  against  the  bill,  when 
it  was  before  under  consideration.  He  proceeded 
to  show  the  necessity  of  fortifications,  and  their 
adequate  armament,  as  an  auxiliary  to  the  Navy, 
in  the  defence  of  the  country ;  and  explained  the 
course  which  had,  hitherto,  been  taken  by  the 
Government,  m  relation  to  the  fortifications.  He 
explained  the  advantages  of  a  specific  appropria- 
tion for  this  object,  over  a  dependence  upon  its 
insertion  in  the  general  annual  appropriation  bill ; 
as  the  sum  to  he  expended  would  be  certain  for 
several  years,  and,  by  making  the  contracts  for  a 
term  of  years,  economy  would  be  promoted. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  said  he  had  come  to 
the  determination  not  to  vote  for  any  appropria- 
tion until  he  thoroughly  understood  its  object. 
He  did  not  yet  possess  the  necessary  informatioa 
upon  this  subject;  which  he  had  expected  to  re- 
ceive from  the  honorable  gentleman  who  intro- 
duced this  bill,  or  from  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs,  as  to  the  state  of  the 
fortifications,  and  the  necessity  of  this  appropria- 
tion. Mr.  H.  then  recapitulated  the  several  ap- 
propriations which  had  been  made  for  the  fortifi- 
cations, and  the  estimates  for  the  same.  From 
these  statements,  he  inferred  that  the  forts  were 
not  in  a  situation  to  receive  the  cannon,  not  being 
yet  finished.  He  thought  they  would  not  be  in 
readiness  to  receive  their  armament,  for  three  or 
four  years  to  come.  He  wished  for  more  detailed 
information,  as  to  the  size  of  the  forts,  the  number 
and  kind  of  cannon  required,  the  expense,  dec. 

Mr.  Jackson  said,  he  had  believed,  that  the  heads 
of  Departments  were  the  proper  persons  to  furnish 
the  information  relating  to  the  business  of  their 
Departments.  The  information  in  regard  to  this 
subject  had  been  fully  furnished  from  the  War 
Department,  on  the  application  of  the  honorable 
member  who  introduced  the  bill,  and  had  been 
laid  before  the  Senate.  Mr.  J.  said  he  was  sur- 
prised to  be  called  upon,  as  chairman  of  the  Mili- 
tary Committee,  when  such  information  was  be- 
fore the  Senate,  and  open  to  every  gentleman  who 
wished  to  inform  himself.  He  read  the  commu- 
nication of  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  relation  to 
the  provision  of  cannon,  &c.,  for  the  fortifications. 
The  information  contained  in  this  communica- 
tion, Mr.  J.  said,  had  entirely  convinced  the  com- 
mittee of  the  necessity  of  this  measure ;  and  they 
had  thought  that  the  appropriation  proposed,  for 
four  years,  would  answer  the  purpose  of  making 
the  purchases,  at  such  times,  and  in  such  quanti- 
ties, as  the  service  of  the  country,  and  the  state  of 
the  forts,  would  require.  He  said,  he  was  aston- 
ished to  hear  from  gentlemen,  in  this  debate,  that 
the  country  was  to  depend  entirely  upon  its  Navy 
for  defence.  The  Navy  was  certainly  a  powerfiil 
arm  of  defence;  but  he  considered  the  fortifica- 
tions, also,  as  extremely  important,  as  furnishing 
another  means  of  defence.  He  well  recollected 
with  what  difficulty  a  sufficient  force  had  been 
armed  to  defend  the  country  against  the  toma- 
hawk and  the  scalping  knife  of  a  savage  enemy. 
It  was  necessary  to  pay  attention  to  the  fortifica- 
tion of  the  frontiers  of  the  country,  as  well  as  to 
the  Navy,  to  stop  the  inlets,  by  which  an  enemy 
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may  penetrate  into  the  country,  and  to  garrison 
the  strong  points.  With  this  protection,  Mr.  J. 
said,  the  militia  would  be  able  to  defend  their 
country,  and  he  should  be  willing,  in  such  a  situa- 
tion, to  underwrite  upon  its  safety.  The  informa- 
tion which  had  been  received  from  the  honorable 
gentleman  who  had  introduced  this  bill,  (Mr. 
Smith,)  and  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  may  be 
relied  upon.  Unle5s  the  country  was  to  be  blessed 
with  eternal  peace,  these  means  of  defence  would 
be  found  necessary.  He  knew  how  much  some 
of  the  most  gallant  troops  the  country  could  fur- 
nish, had  suffered,  for  want  of  the  articles  pro- 
posed to  be  provided  by  this  bill ;  and  hoped  that 
every  gentleman  who  retraced  the  circumstances 
of  the  late  war,  would  see  the  necessity  of  provi- 
ding them,  and  that  they  would  vote  for  ihis  and 
other  bills,  until  the  important  inlets  of  the  coun- 
try were  fortified.  At  these  prominent  points  only, 
were  fortifications  necessary ;  but,  for  the  want  of 
these  means  of  protection,  much  blood  and  trea- 
sure may  be  expended. 

Mr.  Chandler  said  he  believed  it  only  necessary 
for  members  to  understand  this  subject,  to  induce 
them  to  vote  for  some  appropriation.  He  stated 
the  quantity  of  cannon  which  were  now  on  hand, 
according  to  statements  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment. He  thought  an  annual  appropriation  would 
be  belter  than  an  appropriation  lor  four  years.  He 
therefore  moved  to  strike  out  "  four  years,"  and 
insert  "  one  year." 

Mr.  Dickerson  approved  the  motion  to  change 
the  appropriation  from  four  years  to  one.  He  was 
willing  to  vote  any  sum  of  money  that  might  be 
necessary ;  but  thought  it  would  be  better  to  ap- 
propriate it  as  it  might  be  wanted.  The  contracts 
for  casting  cannon,  he  thought  might  be  made  on 
equally  as  good  terms,  if  made  in  each  different 
year;  and  that  the  articles  required  for  the  forts 
might  always  be  obtained,  at  a  fair  price,  without 
binding  the  Government  by  a  long  contract.  He 
was  willing  to  vote  the  appropriation  for  a  single 
year. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  was  inclined  to  the 
annual  appropriation,  as  furnishing  more  frequent 
opportunities  of  revising  this  subject ;  he  thought 
it  one  of  great  importance.  It  might  be  expe- 
dient to  fortify  the  country  at  certain  exposed 
points,  but  he  did  not  believe  that  the  general  feel- 
ing of  the  nation  was  in  favor  of  a  general  forti- 
fication of  the  frontiers  and  the  seaboard.  The 
whole  number  of  fortifications,  proposed  to  be 
built,  would  cost  twenty  millions  of  dollars.  He 
did  not  believe  that  the  country  ought  to  go  so 
far.     Another  consideration  was  involved  in  this 

?[uestion — the  support  of  a  large  standing  military 
orce;  this  was  certainly  contrary  to  the  genius 
of  our  institutions.  The  Navy  furnished  a  great 
arm  of  defence;  but  we  have  a  still  better  reli- 
ance, in  the  stout  hearts  and  strong  arms  of  our 
countrymen ;  arm  them  with  guns  and  bayonets, 
and  they  are  a  better  defence  than  cannon  and 
fortifications  ;  this  is  the  source  to  which  we  must 
look  for  the  defence  pf  our  liberties.  It  is  to  the 
military  that  we  must  look  for  protection.  The 
battle  of  Bunker's  Hill  furnished  a    proof   that 


the  hearts  and  arms  of  the  yeomanry  were  a  bet- 
ter reliance  than  cannon  or  forts.  France  had 
taken  the  notion  to  fortify  her  country  ;  the  ene- 
my passed  by  her  fortifications,  and  conquered  her 
in  the  very  interior  of  the  country.  She  had  no 
such  militia,  as  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  had  called  to  his  assistance.  The 
character  and  the  principles  of  the  people  are 
what  we  must  rely  upon.  If  the  people  are  not 
armed,  give  them  muskets  and  bayoneti.  Mr. 
K.  said, lie  would  trust  to  Providence  that,  with 
these  means,  they  would  prove  themselves  not  un- 
worthy of  their  fathers.  He  believed  that,  with 
these  means,  the  country  would  be  abe  to  protect 
itself  from  enemies  abroad,  and  insurrections  at 
home.  He  had  no  doubt  that  we  should  become 
a  great  and  formidable  naval  Power ;  and  to  that 
quarter  we  might  look  for  a  highly  important 
means  of  defence. 

Mr.  Smith  expressed  his  entire  coincidence  in 
opinion  with  the  gentleman  from  New  York  ;  he 
did  not  concur  in  attempts  to  carry  our  plan  of 
fortification  to  the  extent  which  some  persons 
might  contemplate;  but  he  only  wished  for  aa 
appropriate  armament  for  the  forts  which  were 
already  built,  and  which  were  about  to  be  com- 
pleted. He  went  on  to  show  the  state  of  the  for- 
tifications which  were  proposed  to  be  armed. 
Mr.  S.  said,  the  suffering  of  the  country,  during 
the  Revolutionary  war,  would  have  been  greatly 
lessened  by  the  possession  of  those  important 
means  of  carrying  on  war.  Had  New  Orleans 
been  properly  fortified,  an  attack  on  that  place,  as 
he  believed,  would  not  have  been  made.  If  this 
bill  were  to  be  changed  to  an  appropriation  for  a 
single  year,  its  object  would  be  lost ;  as  a  single 
line,  in  the  general  appropriation  bill,  would 
answer  the  same  purpose.  He  considered  the  bill 
as  one  of  economy,  that  twenty-five  per  cent,  at 
least,  would  be  saved  by  making  the  contracts  for 
a  term  of  four  years. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  was  satisfied,  by  the 
information  he  had  obtained,  that  the  cannon  were 
about  to  be  purchased  before  the  forts  were  fin- 
ished— and  that  large  additional  sums  must  be 
expended  for  the  completion  of  the  forts,  before 
the  cannon  would  be  needed.  He  thought  the 
Senate  ought  first  to  know  what  it  was  to  cost  to 
finish  the  forts  ;  and  that  the  bill  ought  to  be  post- 
poned until  the  Military  Appropriation  bill  was 
before  the  Senate.  He,  therefore,  moved  its  post- 
ponement for  a  week. 

Mr.  Chandler  made  some  further  statements 
as  to  the  cost  of  the  cannon,  and  the  quantity  now 
on  hand. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  opposed  the  post- 
ponement. The  subject  had  been  before  the  ben- 
ate  for  a  long  time,  and  all  the  information  was 
obtained  that  could  be  furnished — he  thought  that 
information  full  and  satisfactory ;  and,  if  post- 
poned, there  might  not  be  time  to  act  upon  the 
bill,  in  the  other  House.  The  question  of^the  ex- 
pediency of  building  fortifications  had  long  since 
been  settled — the  sites  for  fortifications  had  been 
surveyed,  and  the  building  of  many  of  them  had 
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been  commenced,  and  nearly  completed.     Mr.  J. 
stated  the  situation  of  several  of  the  forts. 

Mr.  S.MITH  made  some  further  remarks  in  op>- 
position  to  postponement. 

Mr.  Barbolr  called  the  attention  of  the  Senate 
to  the  fact,  that,  when  a  proposition  was  made  to 
insert  a  new  item  in  an  appropriation  bill,  from 
the  other  House,  it  always  was  objected  to.  He 
thought  that  the  question  now  was,  whether  the 
obiect  was  one  which  ought  to  be  carried  into 
efl(ect,  without  reference  to  any  bill  which  might 
come  from  the  other  House.  He  was  in  favor  of 
the  appropriation,  as  being  calculated  to  place  our 
fortifications  in  a  respectable  situation.  Mr.  B. 
said,  he  knew  something,  from  experience,  on  this 
subject — as  the  waters  of  his  State,  which  were 
a  great  blessing  to  them  in  time  of  peace,  had 
proved  the  source  of  bloodshed  and  destruction,  in 
lime  of  war. 

He  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question 
of  postponement. 

The  question  was  then  taken  and  decided  against 
postponement — 18  to  23. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Chand- 
ler's motion,  to  strike  out  four  years,  and  insert 
one  year.  This  was  decided  in  the  negative — 19 
to  22. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  upon  passing  the 
bill  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time ;  and 
decided  in  the  affirmative — 31  to  10,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Metsrs.  Barbour,  Barton,  Branch,  Cbandler« 
Clayton,  D'Wolf,  Dickeraon,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Find- 
lay,  GnillarJ,  Hajne,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Hotmea  of 
Misaiasippi,  Jackaon,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johnson 
of  Louiaiana,  Kelly,  King  of  Alabama,  Knight,  Lloyd 
of  Maryland,  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  Mills,  Parrott, 
Smith,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Taylor  of  Virginia, 
Van  Dyke,  Ware,  and  Williams. 

Nats— Mesars.  Bell,  Elliott,  King  of  New  York, 
Lanman,  Lowrie,  Macon,  Palmer,  Ruggles,  Seymour, 
and  Thomaa. 

So  the  bill  passed  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time. 


Wednesday,  March  10. 

Mr.  Rl'ggles  presented  the  petition  of  Jonas 
Alford,  praying  that  the  benefit  of  the  fourth  sec- 
tion of  the  act  for  the  relief  of  the  purchasers  of 
public  lands,  prior  to  the  first  day  of  July,  1820, 
may  be  extended  to  him  ;  which  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Smith  presented  the  memorial  of  Charles 
Gwynn,  of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  praying  that  a 
sum  of  money,  erroneously  paid  by  him  into  ihe 
Treasury,  may  be  restored  ;  which  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  presented  the  memorial 
of  William  D.  Stone,  praying  to  be  permitted  to 
locate  a  tract  of  one  thousand  acres  of  land,  on 
the  Mobile  river,  as  an  indemnity  for  a  like  quan- 
tity claimed  by  him  under  a  British  grant,  which 
he  states  has  been  lost.  The  memorial  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  bill  "  for  the  gradual  supply  of  cannon, 
bombs,  and   howitz,  for  the  fortifications,"  was 


read  the  third  time.  Mr.  Lowrie  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  so  as  to  extend  the  provisions  of  the  bill 
to  the  purchase  of  "  field  artillery,  their  carriages, 
and  caissons ;"  which  was  agreed  to.  The  oill 
was  then  passed,  and  sent  to  the  other  House. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  to  repeal,  in  part,  the 
act,  entitled  "An  act  to  enable  the  people  of  the 
Alabama  Territory  to  form  a  Constitution  and 
Slate  Grovernment,  and  for  the  admission  of  such 
State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the 
original  States ;  and,  on  motion,  it  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

The  bill  from  the  other  House,  to  "define  the 
boundaries  of  the  Edwardsville  and  Sangamo 
Military  Land  District,  in  the  State  of  Illinois," 
was  taken  up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  Mr. 
Barton  explained  the  object  of  the  bill.  It  was 
then  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  passed  to  be  en- 
grossed and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Brown  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  Ohio,  asking  the  assent  of  Congress 
to  the  sale  of  the  school  lands  within  that  State* 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, "  for  the  relief  of  Dean  Weymouth,"  was 
taken  up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  The  bill 
proposes  to  allow  an  additional  pension  to  this  pe- 
titioner, who  was  badly  wounded  and  disabled  at 
the  battle  of  Chippewa. 

Mr.  Noble  opposed  the  bill,  and  Messrs.  Lan- 
.MAN,  Holmes,  of  Maine,  and  Johnson,  of  Ken- 
tucky, supported  it. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Noble,  the  bill  was  post- 
poned to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  to- 
morrow. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Military 
AfTairs,  "for  the  relief  of  Alfred  Moore  and  Ster- 
ling Orgain,"  was  taken  up  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole.  This  bill  proposes  to  pay  the  petitioners 
for  certain  blacksmith's  work  done  for  the  Ten- 
nessee volunteers  engaged  in  the  Seminole  war. 

Messrs.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  Kelly,  Chand- 
ler, and  Jackson,  spoke  upon  the  subject.  The 
bill  was  then  re(>orted  to  the  Senate,  and  passed 
to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  lime. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Sarah  Venable  and  Jane  Morgan ;  and,  no  amend- 
ments having  been  proposed,  it  was  reported  to 
the  House  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read 
a  third  time. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  to  provide  for  the 
extinguishment  of  the  debt  due  to  the  United 
States,  by  the  purchasers  of  public  lands;  and  it 
was  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

TRANSPORTATION  OF  SPECIE,  Ac,  IN  PUB- 
LIC VESSELS. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Nava 
Aflairs,  "  regulating  the  transportation  of  gold 
and  silver  bullion,  specie,  and  jewels,  and  carry- 
ing of  passengers,  and  to  prohibit  the  receipt  of 
merchandise,  in  the  public  vessels  of  the  United 
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States/'  was  again  taken  up  for  consideration,  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Llotd,  of  Massachusetts,  made  a  few  re- 
marks in  support  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Llotd,  of  Maryland,  proposed  to  amend 
the  bill,  so  as  to  prohibit  the  public  vessels  of  the 
United  States  from  giving  convoy  to  vessels  of 
belligerent  nations,  having  specie,  «tc.,  on  board. 

Messrs.  Parrott,  Lowrie,  Lloyd,  of  Mary- 
land, Smith,  and  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  spoke 
upon  the  propriety  of  this  amendment,  and  it  was 
then  adopted. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  suggested  a  verbal 
amendment,  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Parrott  proposed  an  amendment,  in  re- 
gard to  the  distribution  of  the  commission  re- 
ceived for  the  transportation  of  specie  dcc.^  The 
bill  provides  that  one-third  part  of  the  freight 
money  so  received,  shall  go  to  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  vessel;  one, third  to  the  commis- 
sioned officers,  and  the  remaining  third  to  the  Na- 
vy Hospital  Fund.  Mr.  P.'s  motion  was,  that 
the  commanding  officer  should  have  one-half;  that 
one-quarter  should  go  to  the  Navy  Hospital  Fund, 
and  the  other  quarter  to  the  Navy  Pension  Fund. 

Some  debate  arose  upon  this  motion,  in  which 
Messrs.  Lloyd,  of  Maryland,  Lloyd,  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Chandler,  Parrott,  and  Hayne,  took 
part.  The  Senate  refused  to  adopt  this  amend- 
ment. An  explanation  of  the  object  and  uses  of 
the  Hospital  Fund  was  made  between  Messrs. 
Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  and  Smith. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  as 
amended,  and  parsed  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the 
third  time. 

AMAS.\  STETSON. 

The  bill  "  for  the  relief  of  Amasa  .Stetson,"' 
was  then  taken  up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
The  details  of  this  claim  were  staled  in  the  report 
of  its  discussion,  some  weeks  since.  The  peti- 
tioner was  a  deputy  commissary  at  Boston,  during 
the  late  war ;  and  he  claims  remuneration  for 
losses  sustained  by  the  payment  of  interest  on 
moneys  advanced  iat  the  Government,  and  by 
the  depreciation  of  the  Treasury  notes,  and  also 
prays  compensation  for  extra  services  performed. 
The  Committee  on  Claims  in  the  Senate,  reported 
a  bill  for  his  relief,  which,  after  considerable  dis- 
cussion, was,  some  time  since,  recommitted  for 
the  purpose  of  allowing  an  additional  sum  to  Mr. 
Stetson.  The  committee,  subsequently,  reported 
the  bill,  with  a  new  section,  making  the  additional 
allowances,  as  instructed.  This  bill  proposes  to 
eranl  Mr.  Stetson,  in  the  whole,  about  SS,000. 
Messrs. Mills,  Rlggles,  La.n.ma.n,  Lowrie,  Tay- 
lor of  Vir«:=nia,  Edwards  and  Lloyd  of  Massa- , 
chusetls.  fpoke  upon  the  claim.  The  question 
was  then  uken  on  the  new  section  proposed  by 
the  committee,  which  is  as  follows : 

"  Be  it  further  enacted,    That  the  Secretary  of  the  • 
Treasury   be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized   and  di- 
rected to  pay  to  the  said  Amasa  Stetson  five  hundred 
»nd  fourteen  dollars  and  eighty-five  cenu,  being  for 
interest  on  two  warrants  issued  in  his  favor  in  1814  i 
and  1815,  until  paid  ;  also,  one  thousand  three  hun-  \ 


dred  and  eleven  dollar*  and  thirty'three  cent«,  being 
for  interest  on  two  thousand  and  eighty-one  doliara 
forty-nine  cents,  paid  by  the  said  Amasa  Stetson  as 
interest  on  moneys  loaned  him  for  the  use  of  the  Got* 
ernment,  during  the  late  war  ;  and  also,  six  hundred 
and  thirty-nine  dollars  and  seventy-two  cents,  being 
the  discount  on  Treasury  notes  paid  him  in  the  year 
181.5. 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  15 
nays  16,  as  follows: 

Yeis— Messrs,  Barton,  D'Wolf,  Dickervon,  Elliot, 
Hayne,  Holmes  of  .Maine,  Johneon  of  Kentucky, 
Knight,  Lanraan,  Lloyd  of  Massachusetu,  Lowrie, 
Mills,  Parrott,  Seymour,  and  Thomas. 

Nats — Messrs  Bell,  Branch,  Chandler,  Clayton, 
Eaton,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Gaillard,  Kelly.  King 
of  Alabama,  Macon.  Noble,  Palmer.  Ruggles,  Taylor 
of  Virginia,  Van  Dyke,  and  Williams. 

Without  reporting  the  bill  the  Senate  ad- 
journed. 


THiRdDAY,  March  11. 

Mr.  JoHNSo.N,  of  Louisiana,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing motion  for  consideration : 

Reaoived,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  AfEairs  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  a  naval 
depot  at  Pensacola,  or  at  such  place  in  the  vicinity  of 
it,  as  may,  in  their  opinion,  be  most  advantageous  to 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  submitted  the  following 
I  motion  for  consideration  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciarv  ba 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing, 
by  law,  for  the  commencement  of  the  next  session  of 
Conitress  at  an  earlier  period  than  the  first  Monday 
in  December  next. 

Mr.  Elliot  presented  the  preamble  and  reso- 
lutions adopted  at  a  convention  of  the  citizen.^  of 
Oglethorpe  county,  in  Georgia,  remonstrating 
against  the  passage  of  the  bill  now  before  Con- 
gress to  increase  the  duties  on  imports,  as  uncon- 
stitutional and  destructive  of  the  agricultural  and 
commercial  interests  of  the  country  ;  which  were 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce 
and  Manufactures. 

.Mr.  Brown  from  the  select  committee  on  roads 
and  canals,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  procure  the  necessary  surveys, 
plans,  and  estimates,  upon  the  subject  of  roads 
and  canals,''  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Van  Buren,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  two  resolutions 
upon  the  expediency  of  amending  the  judiciary 
system  of  the  United  States,  reported  two  bills  on 
the  subject;  oneof  which  provides,  that  no  law  of 
any  of  the  States  shall  be  rendered  invalid,  with- 
out the  concurrence  of  at  least  tive  Judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court ;  their  opinions  to  be  separately  , 
expressed.  The  other  bill  provides,  that  there 
shall  be  two  terms  of  the  Supreme  Court  held 
annually  in  the  City  of  Washington;  that  the 
United  States  shall  be  divided  into  ten  circuit 
districts  ;  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  to  be 
relieved  from  the  duty  of  attending  the  circuit 
courts;  those  courts  to  be  held  by  the  present  dis- 
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trict  judges.  These  bills  were  severally  read,  and 
passed  to  a  second  reading. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  "An  act  to  define  the  boundary  line  be- 
tween the  Edwardsville  and  Springfield  land  dis- 
tricts, in  the  State  of  Illinois,"  was  read  the  sec- 
ond time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  regulating  the  transportation  of  gold 
and  silver  bullion,  specie  and  jewels,  and  carrying 
of  passengers,  and  to  prohibit  the  receipt  of  mer- 
chandise, in  the  public  vessels  of  the  United  States, 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  benefit  of  Alfred  Moore  and 
Sterling  Orgain,  assignees  of  Morris  Linsey,  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  Venable  and 
Jane  Morgan  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  "  to  provide  for  the  extinguishment  of  the 
debt  due  to  the  United  States,  by  the  purchasers 
of  public  lands,"  was  then  taken  up  for  consider- 
ation, in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  Mr.  King,  of 
Alabama,  explained  th^  views  which  induced  the 
committee  to  report  this  bill ;  Messrs.  Rlggles 
and  Kino,  of  New  York,  made  some  observations 
in  relation  to  it ;  and,  on  the  motion  of  the  latter 
gentleman,  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

DEAN  WEYMOUTH. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  reported  by  ;he  Committee  on  Pensions, 
"  for  the  relief  of  Dean  Weymouth.'"  In  storming 
a  battery  at  Bridgewater,  this  petitioner,  then  un- 
der the  command  of  Colonel  Miller,  of  the  21st 
regiment  of  infantry,  received  several  severe 
wounds,  which  disabled  him  from  procuring  his 
subsistence  by  manual  labor;  and  one  of  which, 
being  througn  his  right  knee,  required  that  his  leg 
should  be  amputated.  He  is  poor,  and  has  a  wi^ 
and  child.  He  now  receives  a  pension  of  eight 
dollars  a  month  from  the  United  States,  and  prays 
that  it  may  be  increased  to  fifteen  dollars  per 
month.  The  bill  proposes  thus  to  increase  nis 
pension. 

Mr.  Noble,  although  he  acknowledged  the  merit 
of  this  petitioner,  opposed  the  bill,  on  the  ground 
that  he  had  received  as  much  from  the  Govern- 
ment as  any  other  person  similarly  situated. 
Messrs.  Branch  and  Lowrie  were  also  opposed 
to  the  bill;  and  it  was  warmly  supported,  on  ac- 
count of  the  meritorious  services,  the  good  char- 
acter, and  the  complete  disability  of  Mr.  Wey- 
mouth, by  Messrs.  Hol.mes,  of  Maine,  Lanman, 
and  Van  Dyke. 

Mr.  Lowrie,  in  opposing  the  bill,  said  he  con- 
sidered it  very  important,  not  as  respecting  the 
individual  proposed  to  be  relieved,  but  as  unset- 
tling the  general  system  of  granting  pensions. 
This  individual  already  received  a  pension  of  S8 
a  month,  being  the  maximum  allowed,  by  the  law, 
to  persons  in  his  situation ;  and,  if  it  were  thought 
proper  to  increase  the  pensions  to  such  persons. 
he  believed  it  would  be  better  to  alter  the  general 
law  for  that  purpose,  than  to  act  upon  individual 
cases.  There  were  many  persons  in  the  country, 
some  of  whom  he  could  name,  as  badly  wounded 


as  this  individual,  but  who  had  been  prevented, 
by  their  distance  from  the  Seat  of  Government, 
from  making  application  for  an  increase  of  pen- 
sion. All  these  persons  could  come  forward  and 
make  application  to  Congress,  if  the  prayer  of  this 
petitioner  was  granted.  It  was  for  these  reasons 
that  he  would  be  compelled,  however  his  feelings 
might  operate  in  favor  of  the  individual,  to  vote 
against  the  bill. 

Mr.  Chandler  said,  that,  in  order  to  prevent 
all  future  misunderstanding,  in  case  the  bill  should 
pass,  of  the  reasons  for  granting  this  pension,  he 
wished  to  amend  the  bill,  by  inserting  in  it  the 
words,  ^'  in  consideration  of  his  numerous  and 
severe  wounds  received  at  the  battle  of  Bridge- 
water."  •  This  amendment  was  agreed  to.  The 
bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  passed, 
to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time — yeas  21, 
nays  16,  as  follows  : 

YiAS — Messrs.  Barton,  Chandler,  Clayton,  D'Wolf, 
Eaton,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes  of  Missis- 
sippi, Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johnson  of  Lou- 
isiana, Lanman,  Mills,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Seymour, 
Smith,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Van  Buren,  and 
Van  Dyke. 

Nats — .Messrs.  Bell,  Branch,  Edwards,  Gaillard, 
Kelly,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New  York,  Knight, 
Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Lowrie,  Macon,  Noble,  Ruggles, 
Taylor  of  Virginia,  Ware,  and  Williams. 

AMASA  STETSON. 

The  unfinished  business  of  yesterday  being  the 
bill  "for  the  relief  of  Amasa  Stetson,"  was  again 
taken  up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  reported 
to  the  Senate.       t 

Mr.  Mills  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  insert- 
ing the  additional  section  which  was  reported  by 
the  Committee  on  Claims,  and  rejected  yesterday 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  so  far  as  that  section 
provides  for  the  payment  of  interest  to  Mr.  Stet- 
son. This  sgnendment  was  adopted — 19  to  13; 
and  the  bill,  as  thus  amended,  was  passed  to  be 
engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  explanatory  of  an 
act  confirming  claims  to  lots  in  the  town  of  Mo- 
bile; and,  on  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Friday,  March  12. 

JosiAH  S.  Johnston,  appointed  a  Senator  by 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  to  sup- 
ply the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of 
James  Brown,  (appointed  Minister  to  France,) 
produced  his  credentials,  was  qualified,  and  he 
took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Lowrie,  three  hundred  ad- 
ditional copies  of  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,  of  the  27th  of  January  last,  on  domestic 
manufactures,  were  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the 
use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Bell,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Reuben  Col- 
burn,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  resolu- 
tion, that  the  prayer.-of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to 
be  granted. 

On   motion   by  Mr.  Bell,   the   Committee  of 
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Claims  were  discharged  from  the  consideration  of 

the  petition  of  James  Thomas,  and  it  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Mills  presented  additional  evidence  in 
support  of  the  claim  of  Martin  Lincoln  and  Ann 
F.  Humphreys;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Barton,  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  were  discharged  from  the  consider- 
ation of  the  petition  of  Jonas  Alford. 

Mr.  Parrott  presented  the  petition  of  Henry 
S.  Langdon.  late  a  navy  agent  at  Portsmouth,  in 
New  Hampshire,  praying  remuneration  for  losses 
sustained  by  him  on  Treasury  notes;  which  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Maryland,  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  Benjamin  Ferguson,  and  others,  citizens  of 
Maryland,  praying  the  erection  of  additional  light- 
houses on  the  Chesaj)eake  bay;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and 
Manufactures. 

Mr.  H.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  gave  notice  that 
he  would,  on  Monday  next,  ask  leave  to  bring  in 
a  bill  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  a  Survey- 
or General  for  the  lands  of  the  United  States  for 
the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  one  Surveyor  General 
for  the  State  of  Mississippi. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Talbot,  the  Message  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  on  the  23d 
December  last,  on  the  subject  of  the  longitude 
of  the  Capiiol,  was  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the 
use  of  the  Senate. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Araasa  Stet- 
son was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Dean  \Veymouth  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  further  to  amend  the  judicial  system  of 
the  United  States,  and  provide  for  the  holding  of 
circuit  courts;  and  the  bill  further  to  amend  the 
judicial  system  of  the  United  States;  were  seve- 
rally read  the  second  time. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Van  Buren,  the  last  men- 
tioned bill  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion  of 
yesterday,  to  instruct  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establish- 
ing a  naval  depot  at  or  near  Pensacola,  and  agreed 
thereto. 

The  resolution  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr. 
Holmes,  of  Maine,  instructing  an  inquiry  into 
the  expediency  of  providing,  by  law,  for  an  earlier 
day  than  the  first  Monday  in  December  next,  for 
the  commencement  of  the  next  session  of  Con- 
gress, was  agam  read. 

On  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Ken- 
tucky, the  resolution  was  so  modified  as  to  direct 
the  committee  to  inquire  at  what  time  the  present 
session  of  Congress  may  be  closed.  As  thus 
amended,  the  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  bill  "explanatory  of  an  act,  entitled  "An 
act  confirming  certain  claims  to  lots  in  the  town 
of  Mobile,"  was  taken  up  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole.  Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  briefly  explained 
the  object  of  the  bill ;  which  was  merely  to  do 


away  a  misconslraction  which  bad  been  put  upon 
a  former  act.  After  some  remarks  by  Messrs. 
Chandler  and  Lowrie,  the  bill  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  bill  "to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt," 
was  taken  up.  Mr.  Talbot  submitted  a  new  bill, 
as  an  amendment  to  the  one  originally  before  the 
Senate;  and  the  subject  was  then  postponed  to, 
and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Monday  next. 

LAWS  OF  ALABAMA. 

The  bill  "to  amend  the  ordinance  of  the  State 
of  Alabama,  in  relation  to  the  navigable  waters 
of  the  State,"  was  taken  up  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Talbot  stated  ^that  the  object  of  tbis 
bill  was  merely  to  place  the  State  of  Alabama 
on  the  same  footing  as  every  other  State  in  the 
Union.  By  the  article  in  the  act  admiting  her 
into  the  Union,  she  was  prohibited  from  im- 
posing any  tolls  or  exaction  upon  the  navigation 
of  her  waters.  It  was  now  highly  necessary,  in  ' 
order  to  promote  the  improvements  contemplated 
in  that  State,  to  repeal  this  restriction.  He  thought 
there  ought  to  be  no  difference,  in  this  respect,  be- 
tween those  States  who  were  members  of  the 
Union  when  the  present  happy  Constitution  was 
adopted,  and  those  which  have  since  been  admit- 
ted. If  the  State  of  Alabama  should  pass  any 
law  imposing  an  oppressive  and  unconstitutional 
toll  or  exaction,  that  law  would  come  under  the 
correction  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

Mr.  Van  Blren  said  he  was  in  the  minority  on 
the  committee  that  reported  this  bill,  and  subse- 
quent reflection  had  confirmed  him  in  the  opinion 
that  the  bill  ought  not  to  pass.  Before  the  State 
of  Alabama  was  admitted  into  the  Union,  she 
was  required  to  pass  an  ordinance  that  the  then 
navigable  waters  within  her  territories  should  be 
forever  free  from  toll  or  exaction  to  her  own  citi- 
zens, and  to  the  citizens  of  the  other  States.  This 
ordinance  accompanied  the  act  for  her  admission. 
She  now  applies  for  the  revocation  of  that  ordi- 
nance. There  is  nothing  peculiar  in  her  situation. 
The  other  new  States  are  subject  to  similiar  re- 
strictions. If  this  ordinance  should  be  revoked, 
the  same  measure  should  be  dealt  out  to  all  the 
other  States.  He  had  examined  the  laws  for  the 
admission  of  the  other  States,  and  found  the  same 
conditions  attached  to  them.  Mr.  V.  B.  proceed- 
ed to  explain  the  provisions  which  had  been 
adopted  in  regard  to  other  States  on  this  subject. 
He  believed  the  people  of  Alabama  themselves 
would  not  require  this  revocation,  if  they  would 
thoroughly  consider  the  effect  of  this  provision; 
it  was  a  matter  of  great  importance  to  them.  In 
the  old  States,  all  the  powers  over  their  waters, 
which  were  not  surrendered  to  the  Government 
at  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  were  reserved 
to  those  States.  This  reservation  of  a  part  of  the 
power  was  calculated  to  bring  them  into  collision 
with  each  other.  The  citizens  of  the  new  States 
have  a  check  upon  their  own  Legislatures  which 
those  of  the  old  States  have  not.  These  checks 
he  considered  very  advantageous.  The  people 
were  protected  by  their  own  stipulations  from  any 
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oppressive  exactions,  by  acts  of  their  own  Legis- 
tures.  He  went  on  to  show  the  difl&culties  which 
would  arise  from  an  attempt,  on  the  part  of  any 
one  of  the  States  commanding  the  great  Western 
rivers,  to  control  the  navigation  of  those  rivers. 
It  was  a  paternal  interest  for  the  new  States,  Mr. 
V.  B.  said,  that  had  produced  this  stipulation. 

Mr.  Brown  objected  to  the  propriety  of  impos- 
ing restrictions  upon  the  people  to  protect  them 
against  themselves.  He  contended  that,  if  the 
people  of  the  new  States  were  supposed  to  be 
capable  of  governing  themselves,  they  ought  to 
be  vested  with  all  the  attributes  of  State  sover- 
eignty ;  and  that  there  ought  to  be  no  reservation 
or  retention  of  those  rights  which  belonged  to  the 
other  States.  He  adduced  some  other  instances 
of  similar  reservations  of  power ;  such  as  a  reser- 
vation of  the  title  to  the  salt  spring  lands.  He 
thought  the  State  of  Alabama  should  be  placed 
on  the  same  footing  as  the  other  States.  She 
wiAes  only  to  remove  obstructions  in  her  naviga- 
tion ;  and  intends  to  impose  no  higher  tolls  upon 
the  citizens  of  the  other  States  than  upon  her  own 
citizens.  He  considered  it  impolitic  and  unwise 
to  impose  this  restriction. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  considered  this  the 
same  question  that  was  agitated  on  the  admission 
of  Missouri  into  the  Union.  He  resisted  the  sup- 
position of  a  j)ower,  on  the  part  of  the  General 
Government,  to  impose  restrictions  upon  the 
States,  in  regard  to  their  legislation.  The  present 
proposition  is,  that  the  State  of  Alabama  shall 
have  power  to  impose  tolls,  for  the  improvement  of 
her  navigation.  Mr.  H.  said,  he  had  supposed 
they  possessed  that  power;  but  as  they  consider 
the  restraint  in  this  ordinance  a  stumbling-block 
in  their  way,  the  inquiry  is,  whether  it  ought  now 
to  be  removed  ?  Mr.  H.  contended  that  it  ought 
to  be  removed ;  that  these  new  States  ought 
not  to  be  held  in  leading-strings,  or  as  colonial 
governments,  or  to  be  restrained  from  legislating 
as  the  other  States  may  do.  He  denied  the  right 
to  impose  any  restriction  or  limitation  upon  the 
power  of  legislating;  and  contended  that  every 
new  State,  admitted  into  the  Union,  must  be  ad- 
mitted with  the  same  powers  and  privileges  as 
the  other  States.  If  it  were  not  so,  the  equilibrium 
of  the  Grovernment  would  be  destroyed,  by  the 
difference  in  the  powers  appertaining  to  the  differ- 
ent States.  The  State  had  no  right  to  surrender, 
nor  had  the  General  Government  any  right  to  re- 
ceive, any  part  of  that  power  which  belonged 
of  right  to  every  individual  State  in  the  Confed- 
eracy. 

Mr.  RuGGLEs  moved  the  recommitment  of  the 
bill,  with  instructions  to  the  committee  to  inquire 
mto  the  expediency  of  making  the  bill  general  in 
iLs  provisions,  and  applicable  to  all  those  States, 
in  relation  to  which  there  exist  similar  restrictions. 

Mr.  LowRiE  moved  that  the  bill  should  be  laid 
upon  the  table.  This  motion  was  rejected  by  the 
casting  vote  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Van  Buren,  in  answer  to  Mr.  Holmes, 
denied  entirely,  that  this  question  was  similar  to 
that  involved  in  the  discussion  on  the  admission 
of  Missouri  into  the  Union. 


Messrs.  Noble,  Smith,  Kino,  of  Alabama,  H. 
Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  King,  of  New  York, 
Taylor,  of  Virginia,  and  Thomas,  continued 
the  debate  on  this  question — after  which,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  TH0MA8,>'who  stated  that  h^  was  not 
yet  prepared  to  vote  upon  the  bill,  it  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 


Monday,  March  15. 

Mr.  Henry  Johnson  asked  and  obtained  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  appointment 
of  a  Surveyor  General  of  the  lands  of  the  United 
States  for  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  one  Sur- 
veyor General  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States 
for  the  State  of  Mississippi ;  which  was  read,  and 
passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Elliott  presented  the  memorial  of  Ezekiel 
Wimberly,  in  behalf  of  the  citizens  of  Twiggs 
county,  in  Georgia,  and  the  remonstrance  of 
Thomas  Foard,  and  others,  citizens  of  Baldwin 
county,  in  Georgia,  severally  remonstrating  against 
the  passage  of  the  bill  now  before  Congress,  to 
increase  the  duties  on  imports,  as  unconstitutional, 
and  highly  injurious  to  the  agricultural  and  com- 
mercial interests  of  the  country;  which  were 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce 
and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Benton  presented  the  petition  of  Charles 
S.  Hempstead,  and  others,  members  of  the  bar, 
in  the  State  of  Missouri,  praying  that  the  times 
appointed  for  holding  the  district  court  in  that 
State  may  be  changed  ;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Benton,  the  Comqaittee  on 
Military  Affairs  were  discharged  from  the  con- 
sideration of  the  petition  of  Samuel  J.  Axson. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts, 
two  hundred  copies  of  the  documents,  referred  to 
in  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  of  the  24lh  of  February  last,  on  the  subject 
of  the  claim  of  Massachusetts  for  military  ser- 
vices, was  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  Jackson,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the 
trustees  of  the  town  of  St.  Charles,  in  Missouri, 
made  a  report,  which  was  read  and  considered  j 
and  in  concurrence  therewith,  resolved,  that  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs  be  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  this  subject,  and  that 
it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  joint  Library  Committee  on  the  me- 
morial of  Way  and  Gideon,  and  of  Edward  De 
Kraffi;  and  in  concurrence  therewith,  the  com- 
mittee were  discharged  from  the  further  consid- 
eration thereof.  ^ 

CASE  OF  REUBEN  COLBURN. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Claims,  unfa- 
vorable to  the  petition  of  Reuben  Colburn,  was 
taken  up  for  consideration.  This  petitioner  prays 
compensation  for  two  hundred  and  twenty  bat- 
teaux,  built  in  1775,  for  the  use  of  the  troops  of 
Colonel  Arnold,  then  about  to  march  into  Canada; 
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and  for  sundry  other  services  rendered,  and  dis- 
bursements made  for  the  country  at  that  time. 
He  states,  that  he  delivered  over  his  accounts  and 
vouchers  for  said  disbursements  and  services,  to 
the  commissioner  appointed  by  Congress  for  au- 
diting and  settling  the  accounts  of  the  State  of 
Massachusetts  against  the  United  States ;  that 
they  were  either  lost  or  mislaid  by  said  commis- 
sioner, and  that  they  were  not  acted  upon,  nor 
could  be  obtained,  for  several  years  thereafter,  to 
be  exhibited  again  for  settlement.  He,  therefore, 
prays  that  Congress  would  adjust  his  account, 
and  pay  him  the  balance  due  thereon.  The  com- 
mittee report,  that  the  great  lapse  of  time,  since 
the  services  of  the  petitioner  were  rendered,  and 
the  loss  of  public  records  and  documents  relating 
to  the  accounts  of  that  jjeriod,  render  it  doubtful 
whether  he  has  any  just  claim  upon  the  Govern- 
ment. They  believe  that  the  security  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, against  unjust  and  fraudulent  claims, 
requires  that  a  lapse  of  time,  such  as  has  occurred 
in  this  case,  should  be  regarded  as  a  bar  to  all 
claims  of  a  doubtful  character  j  and  that,  there- 
fore, the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be 
granted. 

Mr.  Chandler  opposed  the  rejwrt  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  moved  to  reverse  it.  Mr.  Holmes,  of 
Maine,  also  spoke  in  opposition  to  the  report,  and 
Messrs.  Bell  and  Ruggles  supported  it.  The 
question,  on  reversing  the  report,  was  then  put, 
and  decided  in  the  negative — 12  to  16.  The  re- 
port of  the  committee  was  then  agreed  to. 
MILITL\  SYSTEM. 

The  bill,  reported  by  the  Committee  on  the 
Militia,  "  more  effectually  to  provide  for  the  na- 
tional defence,  by  establishing  a  uniform  militia 
throughout  the  United  States,  and  providing  for 
the  discipline  thereof,"  was  taken  up  for  consid- 
eration in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Chandler  briefly  explained  the  objects  of 
the  bill,  and  the  points  upon  which  it  varies  from 
the  present  laws  on  the  same  subject. 

Mr.  Smith  suggested  the  propriety  of  taking 
up  the  bill  by  separate  sections. 

The  first  section  having  been  read  accordingly, 

Mr.  Chandler  stated  that  the  only  variation 
between  this  section  and  the  existing  law  is,  that 
it  provides  for  a  general  registering  of  all  the  per- 
sons liable  to  do  military  duty.  This  section  was 
amended  by  an  insertion,  to  make  it  applicable,  as 
well  to  the  Territories  and  to  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, as  to  the  several  States. 

The  second  section  specifies  those  who  shall  be 
exempted  from  the  provisions  of  the  act.  They 
are  the  same  as  are  now  exempted  by  law  from 
the  performance  of  militia  services. 

The  third  section  provides  for  the  arrangement 
of  the  militia  of  the  respective  States,  into  divi- 
sions, brigades,  regiments,  battalions,  and  compa- 
nies, as  the  Legislature  of  each  State  may  direct. 

Mr.  C.  stated  that  there  was  only  an  immaterial 
alteration  proposed,  by  this  section,  from  the  ex- 
isting system. 

Mr.  Hayne  objected  to  this  section,  as  it  pro- 
vides for  an  arrangement  of  the  militia,  which 
has  already  been  made. 


Mr.  Chandler  stated  that  the  object  of  this 
bill  was  to  repeal  all  other  laws  on  the  subject, 
and  embody  the  whole  militia  system  in  one  gen- 
eral bill,  in  order  that  the  officers  and  men  might 
see,  at  one  view,  what  their  duly  was,  and  what 
would  be  required  of  them. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Barbour,  the  section  was 
amended  by  inserting,  after  the  time  of  six  months, 
within  which  the  arrangement  is  to  take  place, 
the  words  "where  sucn  arrangement  has  not 
already  been  made." 

The  fourth  section  respects  the  elite  companies 
of  each  battalion,  their  officers,  arms,  e«}uipments, 
dec.  It  differs  from  the  present  system  only  by 
providing  that,  where  there  are  no  companies  of 
grenadiers,  light  infantry^  or  riflemen,  the  two 
oldest  companies  in  the  regiment  shall  act  as  light 
infantry ;  and  that,  whenever  any  non-commis- 
sioned officer,  musician,  or  private,  of  the  cavalry, 
shall  neglect,  for  the  space  of  two  months,  to  keep 
a  horse,  he  shall  be  discharged  from  the  caValry, 
and  be  required  immediately  to  do  duty  in  the 
infantry. 

The  fifth  section  provides  "  that  the  militia, 
enrolled  as  atoresaid,  shall,  within  twelvemonths 
from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  be  divided 
into  two  corps.  All  those  above  the  age  of  18, 
and  under  the  age  of  28  year?*,  shall  ^rm  one 
corps,  to  be  denominated  tne  select  corps.  And 
all  over  the  age  of  28.  and  under  the  age  of  45 
years,  shall  form  the  other  corps,  to  be  denomina- 
ted the  reserve  corps.  Both  the  corps  to  be  and 
remain  under  the  same  organization,  and  under 
the  officers,  as  is  before  provided,  and  shall  be 
called  out,  by  companies,  one  day  in  each  year, 
together,  for  the  inspection  of  arms,  and  for  the 
purpose  of  improvement  in  discipline." 

Mr.  Chandler  stated  that,  under  the  provisions 
of  this  section,  the  select  corps  would  probably 
consist  of  about  858,000,  and  the  reserve  corps 
about  400,000  or  500,00«);  and  that  the  expense 
of  time,  (tc,  would  not  be  greater  than  is  at  pres- 
ent incurred. 

Mr.  LowRiE  thought  the  number  of  the  select 
corps  would  be  too  great,  and  the  expense  too 
burdensome.  He  moved  to  reduce  the  greatest 
age  of  that  corps,  in  this  section,  from  28  to  24 
years.  He  thought  it  would  be  a  curious  select 
corps  which  consisted  of  half  a  million  of  men, 
and  that  the  smaller  number  would  be  the  more 
efficient.  He  was.  however,  opposed  to  the  sec- 
tion altogether. 

Messrs.  Smith.  Holmes  of  Maine,  and  Chand- 
ler, were  opposed  to  the  reduction  of  the  specified 
age,  and  Mr.  Mills  sfK)ke  in  favor  of  it.  The 
question  en  striking  out  28  years  was  put,  and 
carried.  A  motion  to  fill  the  blank  with  26  years 
was  lost.  It  was  then  moved  to  insert  25  years; 
which  was  adopted. 

The  sixth  section  was  then  read.  It  provides 
that  the  select  corps,  together  with  all  the  officers 
ancknon-comraissioned  officers  of  the  militia,  shall 
be  called  out  four  days  at  one  time  m  each  year, 
by  division,  brigade,  regiment,  or  battalion,  for 
the  purpose  of  training  and  perfecting  them  in 
military  discipline.     It  further  provides  that  offi- 
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cers  shall  be  daily  detailed  to  command  and  train 
the  troops  so  called  out;  and  those  officers  who 
are  not  so  detailed,  shall  be  exercised  and  in- 
structed in  the  line  of  their  duty  by  some  of  the 
officers  best  qualified  for  that  purpose ;  so  that 
each  officer  will  have  an  opportunity  of  command- 
ing and  receiving  instruction  during  the  four  days 
aforesaid.  It  is  left  to  the  respective  States  to 
furnish  the  troops  with  such  tents,  camp  equipage, 
and  rations,  as  they  may  think  proper. 

Mr.  Mills  objected  to  this  section  of  the  bill, 
a«  transcending  the  powers  vested  by  the  Consti- 
tution in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States.  He 
read  the  Constitutional  provision  on  this  subject, 
which  gives  to  Congress  the  power  of  organizing, 
arming,  and  disciplining  the  militia,  and  govern- 
ing such  parts  as  may  be  employed  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States,  but  whicn  reserves  the  au- 
thority of  training  the  militia,  to  the  Slates,  re- 
spectively. Mr.  5l.  then  proceeded  to  show  the 
incompatibility  which  he  supposed  to  exist  be- 
tween this  article  of  the  Constitution  and  the  sixth 
section  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  Branch  also  opposed  this  section.  Messrs. 
Chandler,  Barbour,  and  Holmes  of  Maine, 
contended  against  the  unconstitutionality  of  this 
section. 

Mr.  Havne  moved  to  strike  out  the  section,  on 
the  ground  of  its  obvious  opposition  to  the  Con- 
stitution, and  made  some  remarks  in  support  of 
his  motion. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bell,  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 


Tuesday,  March  16. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Andrew 
Low  and  others,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by 
a  resolution  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  Charles  Gwynn, 
made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  CharlesGwynn,  of  Baltimore;  which  was  read, 
and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Ruggles.  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Martin  Lin- 
coln and  Ann  F.  Humphreys,  reported  a  bill  to 
authorize  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  Benja- 
min Lincoln  and  others;  which  was  read,  and 
passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  LowRiE  presented  the  memorial  of  Elijah 
Van  Syckle,  of  Philadelphia,  praying  that  the  du- 
ties which  accrued  on  the  importation  of  a  quan- 
tity of  sugar  may  be  remitted,  in  consideration  of 
the  said  sugar  having  been  afterwards  consumed 
by  fire ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  ihe  appointment  of  a 
Surveyor  General  of  the  lands  of  the  United 
States  for  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  one  Sur- 
veyor General  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States 
for  the  State  of  Mississippi,  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 


A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  bare  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  Government  for  tne  year  1824;" 
in  which  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  was 
twice  read,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance. 

IMPRISONMENT  FOR  DEBT. 

The  bill  "  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt" 
was  taken  up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  The 
question  was  upon  the  amendment  heretofore  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Van  Buren. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  said,  that  when 
this  subject  was  before  under  consideration,  he 
had  stated,  that,  when  it  came  up  again  for  dis> 
cussion,  he  would  submit  to  the  Senate,  frotn  an 
authentic  source,  a  statement,  not   to  be  ques* 
tioned,  of  the  situation,  and  of  the  number  of  per- 
sons in  confinement  for  debt  in  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton ;  whether  it  tended  to  the  credit  or  the  dis- 
credit of  that  good  old  city.     This,  perhaps,  he 
would  not  have  done  had  he  expected,  that,  for  a 
long  month  then  to  come,  the  subject  would  have 
slept  upon  the  table ;  for,  whatever  of  wisdom 
this  lapse  of  time  may  have  given  to  our  delibe- 
rations,  it  certainly  had  added  nothing   to   the 
ardor  or  to  the  interest  of  the  debate ;  but,  as  he 
had  given  the  pledge,  he  would  redeem  it ;  indeed, 
after  the  statements  that  had  been  made,  and  cer- 
tain terrific  stories  now  also  afloat,  he  would  not 
willingly  omit  the  doing  it ;  for,  although  these 
allegations  were  of  too  grave  and  melancholy  a 
cast  to  be  trifled  with,  he  was  not  disposed  to 
shrink  from  a  comparison  of  the  city  of  Boston 
with  that  of  any  other  city  in  this  Union;  on  the 
contrary,  he  asked  for  no  indulgence — he  solicited 
no  forbearance;  if  there  was  any  thing  in  the 
laws  or  usages  of  Massachusetts,  in  reference  to  . 
the  imprisonment  of  debtors,  which  was  justly  a  \ 
matter  of  reproach,  he  was  ready  to  hear  it,  and  \ 
to  admit  it  or  repel  it ;  lamentable,  however,  was 
the  state  of  that  city,  whose  reputation  must  be 
dependent  upon  the  evil  conduct  of  one  of  her  in- 
habitants. 

Before,  however,  he  presented  the  statements 
to  which  he  had  alluded,  he  would  again  repeat, 
he  was  not  inimical  to  the  principle  of  the  bill ; 
he  had  never  been  opposed  to  it ;  he  had  been  its 
advocate ;  and,  if  a  provision  were  ingrafted  on 
it,  requiring  that  an  insolvent  debtor,  before  avail- 
ing himself  of  the  benefits  of  the  bill,  should  be 
required  to  make  a  disclosure  of  his  concerns,  and 
a  surrender  of  his  effects  for  the  benefit  of  his 
creditors,  generally,  he  would  cheerfully  vote  for 
the  bill ;  nay,  he  would  go  farther ;  for  if,  under 
these  circumstances,  the  debtor  was  honest,  he 
would  not  only  exempt  his  person  from  future 
arrest— he  would,  also,  forever  after,  exempt  from 
seizure  or  liability  the  future  product  of  his  earn- 
ings or  his  industry. 

He  was  so  far  from  being  opposed  to  the  bill, 
he  said,  he  considered  the  existing  insolvent  laws 
of  the  several  States  as  a  disgrace  to  the  country, 
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as  offering  a  bounty  to  fraud,  and  as  a  reproach 
to  the  humanity  of  the  age  in  which  we  live.  He 
had,  however,  strong  objections  to  the  bill,  al- 
though he  might  eventually  vote  for  it  under 
aiiiiosi  any  provisions.  His  objection  to  the  bill 
arose,  first,  trom  the  possibility  that  it  might  pre- 
vent something  better ;  and  next,  because,  except, 
perhaps,  as  a  precedent  and  example,  even  if  it 
passed,  it  was,  as  he  thought,  w^orth  nothing.  It 
could  apply  only  to  persons  imprisoned  for  debt 
under  executions  issuing  from  processes  in  the 
courts  of  the  United  States ;  for,  whether  the  legis- 
lation on  this  head,  by  the  several  States,  be  good 
or  bad,  the  present  bill  would  not  touch  it.  On 
that  head  a  limit  is  distinctly  prescribed.  If  the 
State  laws  conflict  not  with  the  provisions  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  you  cannot 
meddle  with  them;  if  you  do,  or  if  you  attempt 
it,  the  States  will  pay  just  as  much  attention  to 
your  mandates,  as  the  waves  of  the  ocean  paid 
to  the  mandates  of  Canute  the  Great,  when  he 
ordered  them  to  stop  at  bis  bidding,  and  no 
more. 

Mr.  L.  said  he  had  believed  the  bill  would  not 
have  applied  to  an  individual  in  the  State  of  Mas- 
sachusetts; but  he  was  mistaken  on  this  point, 
and,  when  in  error,  and  convinced  of  it,  he  was 
ever  ready  to  avow  it;  he  fortunately  had  at  his 
command,  at  this  time,  the  means  of  indisputably 
ascertaining  the  fact.  The  United  Stales  District 
Attorney  for  Massachusetts  wa<  now  at  Wash- 
ington, and  he  had  referred  to  him,  and  been  in- 
formed that,although  for  many  months  previously, 
not  a  human  being,  to  his  knowledge — and  from 
his  official  station  he  could  not  but  bo  conversant 
with  ihe  fact — not  a  human  being  had  been  in 
confinement  for  debt  under  processes  from  the 
United  States  courts';  but  that,  unhappily,  at  this 
moment,  such  was  not  the  case.  How  many, 
then,  are  there,  sir,  so  imprisoned  ?  Let  me  tell 
you.  Onesingle,  solitary  individual.  How  came 
he  there?  He  had  been  imprisoned  at  his  own 
solicitation,  in  order  that  he  might  avail  himself 
of  the  humane  provisions  of  the  act  of  June,  1798, 
for  the  relief  of  persons  imprisoned  for  debts  due 
K)  the  United  States,  which  authorized  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  under  certain  circum- 
stances, to  release  the  debtor.  So  much  for  the 
actual  state  of  imprisonment  for  debt  in  Massa- 
chusetts, upon  which  this  bill  can  be  brought  to 
operate. 

Having  shown  this,  Mr.  L.  said,  although  whe- 
ther it  be  more  or  less,  or  whether  this  bill  passes 
or  not,  it  could  not  be  operated  upon  by  it,  he  would 
next  proceed  to  show  the  number  and  situation  of 
persons  imprisoned  for  debt  in  the  city  of  Boston 
under  the  laws  of  the  State ;  and  he  would  do  this 
from  authentic  records,  to  which  he  challenged 
contradiction.  Id  doing  it,  the  first  document  to 
which  he  would  refer  was  to  a  letter  under  date 
of  the  1st  of  the  present  month,  from  a  highly  re- 
spectable gentleman  of  that  city,  Judge  Thatcher, 
the  Judge  of  the  Municipal  Court,  whose  duty  it  is 
to  have  under  his  cogniz5^nce,and  to  take  especial 
care  of,  the  prisons  within  its  precincts,  and  the 
persons  confined  in  them,  and  whose  testimony 


could  not  be  impeached.     This  gentleman  writes 
that — 

"  The  rare  of  the  jail  in  thii  city  belongs  to  the 
Major  and  Aldermen,  as  aucceMors  to  the  Court  of 
Sessions,  by  an  act,  parsed  in  February,  1823,  it  it 
made  the  duty  of  the  Board  of  Accounta,  and  the 
Justices  of  the  Police  Court,  to  visit  the  jail  once  in 
a  quarter,  and  all  other  places  of  confinement  and 
punishment  uf  crimes  and  offences,  or  for  the  non- 
payment  of  debts,  within  this  county  ;  to  make  report 
tu  the  Mayor  and  Alderman  ot  their  proceedings;  to 
state  all  grievancf^s,  mismanagements,  and  negligen* 
ciea,  which  they  tlnd  to  exist ;  and  to  suggest  such 
changetf  and  improvements  as  they  may  deem  wise 
and  expedient.  Since  I  have  belonged  to  the  Board, 
I  know  that  this  has  been  done.  It  has  been  their 
practice  to  visit  each  room,  and  to  ascertain  the  actual 
condition  of  the  prisoners,  giving  them  opportunity  to 
make  complaint,  should  any  .>uch  exist.  The  quar- 
terly reports  of  these  visitors  will  evince  the  interest 
they  have  taken  in  the  painful  performance  of  this 
trust;  and,  from  my  own  obt^ervation,  I  am  perfectly 
satisfied  of  the  correctness  of  the  reports  made  by  the 
grand  jury.  Being  desirous  that  the  city  should  stand 
vindicated,  in  your  opinion,  from  an  imputation  of 
inhumanity  on  this  subject,  and  that  you  may,  if  ne- 
cessary, be  able  to  refer  to  the  enclosed  documents,  I 
hope  you  wdl  deem  it  a  sufTicient  apology  for  my 
troubling  you  with  this  statement." 

This,  sir,  said  Mr.  L.,  was  the  authentic  and 
official  source  from  which  this  information  had 
been  derived  ;  and  the  documents  alluded  to,  are 
the  following,  two  of  which  are  adduced  at  differ- 
ent seasons  of  the  year,  to  show,  that  no  collusive 
selection  of  a  favorable  moment  of  exhibition  has 
been  re>orted  to.  The  fir^t  is,  the  report  of  the 
Grand  Jury  of  the  "Municipal  Court  of  the  city 
of  Boston,  in  August  term,  1823,"  as  follows,  viz: 

"  That  the  Grand  Jury,  in  compliance  with  their 
duty,  and  the  charge  delivered  to  them  by  the  hon- 
orable the  Judge  of  the  Municipal  Court  of  the  city  of 
Boston,  at  the  present  term,  on  the  subject  ot  jails, 
have  this  day  attended  to  that  duly,  and  report : 

"  That  they  went  through  all  parts  of  both  build- 
ings, and  entered  the  several  rooms  and  cells  of  the 
prisoners,  to  ascertain  the  condition  of  the  same,  and 
to  give  the  prisoners  an  opportunity  to  communicate 
their  wants  and  coroplainta,  in  case  any  existed." 

"  Tbe  apartments  of  the  debtors,  male  and  female, 
were  generally  clean  ;  there  was  no  indication  of  a 
want  ot  personal  cleanliness,  or  of  sufTering;  tbe  bread 
furnished  both  to  them  and  to  those  confined  for  of- 
fences, was  of  a  sweet  and  wholesome  quality,  and 
good  health  generally  prevailed  in  tbe  jail  ;  the  Jury 
Mere  very  particular  in  their  inquiries  of  tbe  various 
classes  of  prisoners,  and  were  highly  gratified  in  find- 
ing them,  uniformly,  satisfied  with  the  quantity  and 
quality  of  the  bread  and  meats,  as  well  aa  the  quan- 
tity, quality,  and  frequency  of  the  water." 

"The  Jury  found  the  persons  committed  for  debt, 
separate  and  apart  from  felons,  convicts,  and  those 
committed  or  charged  of  any  infamous  crime.  The 
jail  appeared  to  be  kept  with  due  regard  to  discipline, 
order,  and  safety,  and  there  did  not  appear  to  the  Jury 
any  turbulence  or  noise,  but,  on  the  contrary,  in  manv 
of  the  rooms,  both  those  appropriated  for  debtors,  as 
well  as  criminals,  the  inmates  were  engaged  in  reading." 

"  Tbe  rooms  and  avenues  of  the  jail  appeared  to  the 
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Jury  to  be  well  ventilated — wails  clean,  and  air  not 
impure  ;  in  fact,  owing  to  such  a  state  of  cleanliness 
must  be  imputed  tbe  general  health  that  prevails 
throughout  the  prison.*' 

"  The  Jury  find  the  whole  number  of  persons  con- 
fined for  debt  to  be — 

Male  debtors  ....  2't 

Female  debtors        •         -         -         -     2 

•  25  1 1!" 

The  record  is  signed  by  the  foreman,  August 
11,  1823. 

The  next  document  to  be  produced,  is  a  like  re- 
port of  a  similar  Grand  Jury,  made  so  late  as 
within  the  last  month  of  February — presented  to 
the  court — transmitted  to  the  Mayor  and  Alder- 
men, and,  by  them,  ordered  to  be  published  ;  in 
which  it  is  stated,  ^' that  the  Jury  have,  this  day, 
(February  6,)  gone  through  and  inspected  every 
'  apartment  in  both  buildings,  (the  jails,)  and 
'  made  all  necessary  inquiries  of  the  prisoners,  as 
'  to  their  treatment,  fare,  «tc.,  and  they  were  grati- 
'  fied  to  find  them  generally  satisfied  with  the 
'  quality  and  quantity  of  the  provisions  served  to 
them,  and  with  their  personal  treatment;  partic- 
ularly those  confined  for  debt,  from  whom  not  a 
word  of  complaint,  in  any  respect,  was  uttered 
by  a  single  individual ;  that  the  buildings  were 
sufficiently  ventilated,  comfortably  warmed,  clean 
in  the  apartments  and  passage  ways,  and  the 
whole  interior  made  sweet  and  pure  by  the  ap- 
'  plication  of  lime;  that  the  jail  is  under  good 
'  discipline,  prisoners  orderly,  and  generally  in  a 
'  healthy  state;  and  that  the  whole  number  con- 
'  fined  for  debt,  was'" — not  fourteen  hundred,  nor 
after  the  rate  of  three  or  four  thousand  in  three 
years — "but,  actually,  twenty-two!" 

This,  sir,  said  Mr.  Lloyd,  is  so  much  of  these 
report.s  as  has  reference  to  the  subject  under  dis- 
cussion. They  speak  for  themselves — and  not 
having  intended,  nor  now  intending,  to  enter  into 
debate,  on  this  bill,  here  he  should  leave  them. 
The  occasion  did  not,  in  his  opinion,  make  it  ne- 
cessary, even  that  he  should  attempt  to  render  a 
feeble  tribute  of  justice  to  the  city  of  Boston.  He 
would   not,  therefore,  point   to  her   origin,  than 


which,  no  people  could  trace  one  more  pure  or  more 
honorable.  He  would  not  ask  that  her  Revolu- 
tionary history  should  be  retraced,  nor  that  regard 
should  be  given  to  any,  or  to  all  her  noble  institu- 
tions ;  to  the  numerous  temples  she  had  erected 
for  the  worship  of  the  ever-living  God,  the  giver 
of  every  good  gift ;  to  the  university,  in  her  neigh- 
borhood, of  which  she  is  the  patroness — the  pride 
and  the  ornament  of  our  country  ;  to  her  numer- 
ous public  schools,  where  the  infant  of  the  poorest 
inhabitant,  as  soon  as  he  can  lisp  his  letters,  at 
four  years,  is  taken  under  public  tuition,  and  con- 
tinued there,  without  expense  to  his  parents,  until 
he  is,  not  unfrequently,  turned  out,  at  the  age  of 
fifteen,  a  scholar  that  would  do  credit  to  the  semi- 
uaries  of  Eton  or  of  Westminister.  He  said  he 
would  not  ask  the  Senate  to  refer  to  her  magnifi- 
cent, charitable  endowments,  her  asylums  for  or- 
phans, male  and  female ;  her  spacious  alms-houses, 
retreat  for  the  insane,  and  general  hospital ;  some 
of  them  equal,  in  external  beauty,  to  the  presiden- 


tial palace,  and  exceeding  it  in  their  dimensions. 
He  would  not  ask  that  the  unexampled  munifi- 
cence of  her  citizens  should  be  remembered,  one 
of  whom,  by  a  single  donation,  to  a  single  institu- 
tion, within  even  the  last  six  months,  had  given, 
in  money,  or  what  had  already  realized  it,  more 
than  one  hundred  thousand  dollars.  Rival  it  else- 
where, if  you  can,  sir.  He  would  attempt  nothing 
of  this.  His  task  was  a  humbler  and  less  grateful 
one  ;  it  was  to  tell  the  truth  respecting  her  prisons, 
always  the  abode  of  misfortune  and  misery,  and 
to  ask  you,  also,  to  look  at  them.  It  was  not  re- 
quisite that  he  should  become  the  panegyrist  of 
a  city  which  did  not  need  his  support,  and  whose 
merits,  wherever  known,  would  speak,  trumpet- 
tongued,  her  own  best  eulogy. 

When  Mr.  Lloyd  had  concluded — 

Mr.  Maco.n  proposed  an  amendment,  to  limit 
the  operation  of  the  bill  to  all  contracts  made  after 
the  1st  of  July  next ;  and  thus  to  lake  away  its  re- 
trospective character. 

Mr.  Barbour  said,  it  was  his  opinion,  that  the 
bill  ought  to  apply  to  all  contracts,  as  well  those 
which  nave  been,  as  those  which  may  be  hereafter, 
made ;  but,  for  the  sake  of  compromise,  he  should 
vote  for  tlie  amendment. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  on  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  Mr.  Macon,  and  passed  in  the 
affirmative.  % 

Mr.  Van  Blren  made  a  few  remarks,  in  expla- 
nation of  his  amendment.  The  question  was  upon 
adopting  his  substitute  for  the  first  section  of  the 
bill;  which  substitute  provides  that,  on  an  affida- 
vit of  the  debtor's  intention  to  leave  the  country, 
substantiated  by  the  evidence  of  two  credible  wit- 
nesses, the  creditor  shall  have  a  right  to  hold  him 
to  bail. 

Mr.  Mills  suggested  several  amendments  to 
this  section.  One  of  which,  proposing  to  strike 
out  the  clause  requiring  the  evidence  of  two  wit- 
nesses, in  order  to  hold  to  bail,  gave  rise  to  sonie 
debate;  in  which,  Messrs.  Millh,  Talbot,  and 
Taylor,  of  Virginia,  advocated,  and  Messrs.  Bar- 
bodr  and  Van  Buren,  opposed  it.  The  amend- 
ment was  agreed  to. 

An  amendment  propo.sed  by  Mr.  Talbot,  sub- 
jecting the  creditor,  if  there  should  not  appear  to 
ave  been  sufficient  cause  for  holding  to  bail,  to 
a  suit  for  damages,  was  discussed,  and  subsequently 
withdrawn  by  the  mover.  The  question  upon  the 
substitute  for  the  first  section,  as  proposed  by  Mr. 
Van  Buren,  was  then  put,  and  carried  in  the  affir- 
mative. 

The  substitute  for  the  fourth  section  was  then 
taken  up.  ^ 

Mr.  Van  Buren  stated  the  difference  between 
the  two  sections.  The  original  section  in  the  bill 
provides  that  on  a  return  of  no  property  found,  upon 
a  fieri  facias,  the  plaintiff  may  file  an  affidavit  that 
he  has  good  cause  to  believe  that  a  fraudulent  con- 
veyance, or  concealment  of  property,  has  taken 
place;  and  then,  after  summons  to  the  party,  so 
charged,  a  jury  shall  be  impannelled  to  try  the 
fact,  &c.  The  proposed  amendment  provides,  that 
the  party  so  charged  shall  be  held  to  bail,  on  re- 
ceiving such  summons,  to  respond  to  it.     This 
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amendment  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Van  Buben,  I 
Mills,  and  Prown,  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Ea- 
ton, Talbot,  and  Johnson,  of  Kentucky.  The 
question  was  then  taken  on  striking  out  the  fourth 
section  of  the  original  bill,  and  decided  m  the  affir- 
mative. The  question  before  the  Senate,  was  then 
upon  inserting  the  section  proposed  by  Mr.  Van 
BuREN,  in  lieu  of  the  fourth  section.  Mr.  Hayne 
proposed  to  amend  the  amendment,  so  as  to  per- 
mit the  creditor  to  file  the  affidavit  of  his  belief 
of  a  fraudulent  intention  to  convey  or  conceal  pro- 
perty, upon  the  judgment  or  decree  of  the  court, 
without  waiting  for  the  return  of  the  fieri  facias. 
Without  taking  the  question,  the  Senate,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Talbot,  adjourned  till  to-morrow. 


Wednesday,  March  17. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  exhibiting  the  offi- 
cial emoluments  and  expenditures  of  certain  offi- 
cers of  the  customs,  and  an  abstract  of  the  fees 
received  on  certificates  to  accompany  distilled 
spirits,  wines,  and  teas,  commissions  on  disburse- 
ments as  superintendents  of  lighthouses,  and  as 
agents  for  the  marine  hospital. 

Mr.  Bento-n  presented  the  petitions  of  David 
Martin  and  Elkanah  English,  soldiers  in  the 
Army  of  the  United  States  during  the  late  war. 
who  received  injuries  while  in  the  service  of  the 
country,  and  pray  that  they  may  be  placed  on 
the  pension  list. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions. 

Mr.  Hayne  presented  the  preamble  and  resolu- 
tions adopted  at  a  meeting  ol  the  citizens  of  Sum- 
ter district,  in  South  Carolina,  remonstrating 
agamst  the  passage  of  the  bill,  now  before  Con- 
gress, to  increase  the  duties  on  imports;  which 
were  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  RLGGLE.-J,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Thaddeus 
Mayhew,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thad- 
deus Mayhewj  which  was  read,  and  passed  to  a 
second  reading. 

Mr.  Talbot,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, to  whom  the  sublet  was  referred,  reported 
a  bill  further  to  regulate  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States;  which  was 
read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Finance,  on  the  f>etition  of 
Andrew  Low  and  others ;  and  it  was  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  releasing  to  John 
McAlister,  or  the  legal  representatives  of  John 
Forbes,  a  certain  tract  of  land  ;  and  it  was  order- 
ed to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  resolution  proposing  an 
additional  rule  for  conducting  business  in  the 
Senate ;  and  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  supplementary  to  the 
several  acts  providing  for  ascertaining  and  adjust- 


ing the  titles  and  claims  to  land  in  the  St.  Helena 
and  Jackson  Courthouse  land  districts,  together 
with  the  amendment  reported  thereto  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands;  and  it  was  postponed  to 
to-morrrow. 

The  bill,  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
for  the  relief  of  Samuel  White,  was  taken  up,  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole.  This  bill  provides  for 
the  repayment  of  the  excise  duty  paid  on  two 
stills.  The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  and 
passed  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  lime. 

The  bill,  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
'*for  the  relief  of  Napier,  Rapelye,  Bennett,  Pe- 
tray,  and  Viel,"  was  taken  up  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole.  Mr.  Hayne  explained  the  grounds 
upon  which  this  bill  was  founded.  It  provides 
for  the  repayment  to  these  petitioners,  merchants 
of  Charle>ton,  South  Carolina,  of  duties  paid  to 
the  United  States,  on  certain  goods  imported  into 
St.  Augustine,  previous  to  the  cession  of  Florida 
to  the  United  States.  The  bill  was  reported  to 
the  Senate  without  amendment,  and  passed  to  be 
engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Noble,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
reported  on  the  petition  of  Comfort  Smith.  She 
prays  that  her  husband,  who  is  entitled  to  a  pen- 
sion for  his  Revolutionary  services,  but  cannot  be 
placed  on  the  list,  in  consequence  of  insanity,  by 
which  he  is  rendered  incompetent  to  take  the 
requisite  oath,  may  be  placed  on  the  list,  without 
taking  the  oath.  The  committee  reported  a  bill 
granting  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners ;  which  was 
passed  to  a  second  reading. 

IMPRISONMENT  FOR  DEBT. 

Tlie  unlinished  business  of  yesterday,  being  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  '*  to  abolish  imprisonment 
for  debt,"'  was  resumed,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

The  fourth  section  of  the  original  bill  having 
been  stricken  out,  yesterday,  the  question  was  upon 
inserting  a  new  section,  proposed  in  lieu  of  it,  by 
Mr.  Van  Bi  ren,  which  provides  that,  on  a  return 
of  nojproperty  found,  upon  2i fieri facUu,  the  plaintiff 
may  file  an  affidavit  that  he  has  good  cause  to 
believe  that  a  fraudulent  conveyance,  or  conceal- 
ment of  profK-rty,  has  been  made  by  the  debtor ; 
and  then,  after  summons  to  the  party  so  charged, 
a  jury  shall  be  impannelled  to  try  the  fact ;  and, 
upon  the  finding  of  the  fact,  execution  to  issue 
against  the  body;  the  party  to  be  deprived  of  the 
benefit  of  the  prison  bounds,  until  discharged  by 
due  course  of  law.  Upon  the  summons  aforesaid, 
the  party  so  charged  is  to  be  required  to  give  bail, 
to  respond  to  the  summons.  Mr.  Hayne  had 
moved  to  amend  the  proposed  section,  so  as  to 
permit  the  creditor  to  file  the  affidavit  ot  his  belief 
of  a  fraudulent  intention  to  convey  or  conceal 
property,  upon  the  judgment  or  decree  of  the 
court,  without  waiting  for  the  return  of  the  yim 
faciat.  Mr.  Hayne  withdrew  his  amendment,  to 
give  place  to  others  proposed,  in  the  details  of  the 
section,  by  Mr.  Van  Buren,  which  were  adopted  ; 
and  Mr.  H.  then  renewed  his  motion,  and  made 
some  remarks  in  favor  of  it.  The  amendment 
was  then  agreed  to.     An  amendment  proposed  by 
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Mr.  Eaton  was  rejected.  The  question  was  then 
taken  upon  inserting  the  section,  as  thus  amended, 
and  carried  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Branch  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  in- 
serting a  new  section,  providing  that  no  person, 
who  shall  have  been  convicted,  by  a  jury,  under 
the  provisions  of  this  act,  of  an  intention  to  de- 
fraud persons  holding  just  claims  against  him,  by 
the  conveyance  or  concealment  of  property,  shall 
be  competent  to  give  evidence,  in  any  matter, 
either  civil  or  criminal,  which  may  come  before 
the  courts  of  the  United  States.  This  amend- 
ment was  supported  by  the  mover,  and  opposed 
by  Messrs.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  Holmes,  of 
Maine,  Talbot,  Lanmxn,  and  Van  Bl  ren.  The 
amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Kelly  suggested  some  points  in  which  he 
considered  the  bill  as  being  yet  deficient,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  means  of  the  creditor  to  compel  the 
debtor  to  surrender  his  property  ;  to  which  sugges- 
tions Mr.  Van  Buren  replied. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  and, 
with  the  several  amendments  made  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  was  postponed  till  Friday  next,  and 
made  the  order  of  that  day. 


Thursday,  March  18. 

Mr.  Benton,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  re- 
ported a  bill  to  enable  the  President  to  carry  into 
effect  the  treaty  made  at  Ghent,  the  24th  of  De- 
cember 1814,  excluding  foreigners  from  trade  and 
intercourse  with  Indian  tribe's  within  the  United 
Stales,  and  to  preserve  the  fur  trade  within  the 
limits  of  the  said  United  States;  he  also  commu- 
nicated sundry  documents  in  relation  thereto. 
The  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  read- 
ing, and  the  documents  ordered  to  be  printed  for 
the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  DicKERsoN,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  to  whom  were  referred 
the  petition  of  Thomas  Evans  and  Thomas  Cop- 
puck,  and  the  memorial  of  William  F.  Chesley, 
and  others,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  reso- 
lution, that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  and  me- 
morialists ought  not  to  be  granted. 

Mr.  McIlvaine,  from  the  select  committee  on 
roads  and  canals,  to  whom  was  referred  the  me- 
morial of  I.  L.  Skinner,  made  a  report,  accompa- 
nied by.  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ichabod  Lord 
Skinner.  The  report  and  bill  were  read,  and  the 
bill  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  McIlvaine  presented  the  memorial  of  Clay- 
ton Lamb,  and  others;  of  Anthony  S.  Earl,  and 
others,  of  Burlington  county.  New  Jersey;  and  of 
Paul  Burd,  and  others,  severally  praying  that  ad- 
ditional duties  may  be  imposed  on  imported  iron, 
and  on  the  manufactures  thereof;  he  also  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of  Joseph  Sykes,  and  others, 
farmers  of  New  Jersey,  praying  that  the  duties 
on  imports  may  be  increased.  The  memorials 
were  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Gwynn,  of 
Baltimore  ;  the  bill  to  authorize  the  settlement  of 
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the  accounts  of  Benjamin  Lincoln,  and  others; 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thaddeus  Mayhew ;  the 
bill  further  to  regulate  the  jurisdiction  of^  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States :  and  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Noah  Smith,  of'  Maine,  were 
severally  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  White,  hav- 
ing been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly  en- 
grossed, was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Napier,  Rapelye,  and 
Bennett,  and  Petray  and  Viel,  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, '•  for  the  relief  of  Noah  Smith,  of  Maine," 
was  taken  up  for  consideration  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole.  This  bill  authorizes  the  person,  for 
whose  relief  it  is  drawn,  to  receive  a  pension  to 
which  he  is  entitled  by  Revolutionary  services, 
but  which  he  has  hitherto  been  prevented  from 
receiving,  in  consequence  of  insanity,  which  in- 
capacitates him  from  taking  the  oath  required  by 
law.  The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  and 
passed  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  being  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  "  better  to  secure  public 
moneys  in  the  hands  of  clerks,  marshals,  and  at- 
torneys," was  resumed.     This  bill  was,  on  yester- 
day, reported  from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
to  the  Senate.  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  moved 
to  strike  out  the  fifih  section  of  the  bill;  which 
I  requires  all  the  public  officers,  receiving  fees,  to 
I  transmit  to  the  Treasury  Department,  annually, 
I  on  oath,  a  particular  statement  of  the  fees  received 
by  them,  and  the  amount  of  public  moneys  re- 
!  maining  in  their  hands.     Mr.  J  thought  it  would 
give  a  great  deal  of  trouble  to  the  officers  speci- 
fied, without   producing   any  advantage  to  the 
Government.     Mr.  Hol.mes,  of  Maine,  opposed 
the  motion  to  strike  out  the  section.     The  ques- 
tion on  that  motion  was  then  put,  and  rejected. 
The  bill  was  then  passed  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  supplementary  to  the  several  acts 
providing  for  ascertaining  and  adjusting  the  titles 
and  claims  to  land  in  the  St.  Helena  and  Jackson 
Courthouse  land  districts,  together  with  the 
amendment  reported  thereto  by  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands;  and,  on  motion,  laid  on  the  table. 

AMENDMENTS  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hayne,  the  various  joint 
resolutions  proposing  amendments  to  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States,  in  relation  to  the 
election  of  President  and  Vice  President,  were 
taken   up  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Mills  moved  that  the  further  consideration 
of  these  resolutions  be  indefinitely  postponed.  He 
said  he  was  induced  to  make  this  motion,  from 
a  full  conviction  that  the  subject  could  not  be 
acted  upon  at  the  present  session  of  Congress,  and 
that,  therefore,  it  would  be  useless  to  consume 
time  in  the  discussion. 

Mr.  Branch  opposed  the  indefinite  postpone- 
ment, and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
question. 
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Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  observed,  that  the  ex- 
citement respecting  the  next  election,  had  become 
such  among  the  people,  and  in  Congress,  who  had 
been,  for  the  two  last  years,  much  occupied  about 
it,  that  the  sober  and  impartial  examination  of 
the  very  important  subject  of  amendments  of  the 
Constitution,  cannot  be  now  expected.  The 
amendments  should,  therefore,  be  postponed  to  a 
period  when  the  Senate  may  hope  for  a  more 
temperate  and  rational  examination  of  them  than 
at  the  present  time  can  take  place. 

Without  entering  into  any  examination  df  the 
proposed  amendments,  he  should  vote  for  their 
postponement,  not  only  for  the  reasons  which  he  had 
assigned,  but  for  another,  and,  as  he  thought,  a 
still  more  important  consideration;  in  referring  to 
which,  he  must  request  that  he  might  not  be  sup- 
posed to  want  respect  for,  or  to  claim  authority 
over,  the  opinions  of  any  member  of  the  Senate. 
We  all  stand  here  as  equals,  and  it  was  for  this 
cau.se,  after  the  expression  of  his  deference  to  the 
rights  of  others,  he  hoped,  without  offence,  that 
he  might  exercise  his  own  rights.  He  should, 
therefore,  proceed,  after  touching  on  certain  fun- 
damental provisions  of  the  Constitution,  or  bond 
of  union,  of  the  United  States,  constituting  what 
he  called  the  true  balance  of  power  in  our  politi- 
cal system,  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to 
a  new,  extraordinary,  self-created,  central  power, 
stronger  than  the  power  of  the  Constitution,  which 
has  risen  up,  at  the  Seat  of  Government ;  a  power 
which  has  assumed  the  direction  and  control  of 
the  fundamental  provisions  of  the  Constitution, 
relative  to  the  election  of  the  President.  In  at- 
tempting to  reform  the  Constitution,  it  is  not  only 
necessary  correctly  to  understand  its  established 
and  well-considered  regulations,  but  to  make  in- 
quiry concerning  the  manner  in  which  these  re- 
gulations have  been  observed,  and  the  advantages 
or  disadvantages  which  are  found  by  experience 
to  proceed  from  the  observance  of  or  departure 
from  the  established  provisions  of  the  compact, 
by  which,  under  the  guarantee  of  all  to  each, 
the  Slates  expected  to  remain  separate,  coequal, 
and  sovereign  republics. 

It  is,  therefore,  expedient,  on  a  motion  for  the 
indefinite  postponement  of  the  proposed  amend- 
ments of  the  Constitution,  in  whatever  light  we 
may  have  hitherto  regarded  them,  to  allude  to,  to 
designate,  and  call  upon  the  Senate  to  examine, 
the  nature,  tendency,  and  danger,  of  thia  new  and 
extraordinary  power,  which  has  risen  up,  and  es- 
tablished itself,  at  the  very  Seat  of  Government; 
which  has  already  assumed  authority  unknown 
to  the  Constitution,  and  threatens  to  overturn  the 
balance  of  power,  proceeding  from  its  division 
and  distribution  between  the  States  and  United 
States. 

We  all  know  that  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  is  the  fundamental  act  of  the  union  of 
the  States,  de6ning  the  power  yielded  by  each 
State  to  the  United  States,  establishing  the  recip- 
rocal ri|hts  and  duties  of  the  States  and  of  the 
United  States,  and,  in  respect  to  the  latter,  deter- 
mining the  manner  in  which  their  authority  shall 
be  exercised. 


The  authority  of  the  United  States  is  divided 
into  three  great  departments,  and  the  manner  of 
appointing  the  members  of  each  department  is 
equally  fundamental  as  their  division,  and  neces- 
sarily excludes  every  other  manner  of  division  or 
appointment. 

The  dangers  to  which  experience  had  shown 
that  the  election  of  Executive  Chiefs  are  liable; 
dangers  which  had  led  other  nations  to  prefer 
hereditary  to  elective  Executives,  were,  without 
doubt,  well  considered  by  the  members  of  the  Gen- 
eral Convention,  who,  nevertheless,  did  indulge 
the  hope,  by  apportioning,  limiting,  and  confin- 
ing the  Electors  within  their  respective  States, 
and  by  the  guarded  manner  of  giving  and  trans- 
mitting the  ballots  of  the  Electors  to  the  Seat  of 
Government,  that  intrigue,  combination,  and  cor- 
ruption, would  be  efTeciually  shut  out,  and  a  free 
and  pure  election  of  the  President  of  the  United 
Stales  made  perj)etual. 

At  an  early  day,  however,  and  on  the  first  and 
only  difficulty  which  has  ever  occurred  in  the 
manner  of  electing  the  President,  an  alteration 
of  the  Constitution  was  made  by  the  States.  This 
alteration,  which  now  forms  the  Constitution 
upon  the  subject,  while  it  may  prevent  wliai,  at 
the  moment,  was  believed  by  a  majority  of  the 
States  to  be  a  mischief,  w^hich  was  feared  only, 
as  it  never  happened,  has  unfortunateljr  left  the 
United  States  unprotected  against  present  and 
future  evils  of  greater  magnitude,  against  which 
the  primitive  provision  would  have  proved  an  ad- 
equate security. 

The  excitement  of  that  period,  proceeding  from 
causes  not  likely  again  to  have  happened,  admon- 
ishes us  against  future  alterations  at  periods  of  agi- 
tation, and  dissuade  from  proposing  further  altera- 
tion at  this  time. 

The  Constitution  provides  that  the  PreNident 
and  Vice  President  shall  be  elected  in  this  man- 
ner :  Each  State  shall  appoint,  m  such  manner  as 
the  Legislature  thereof  may  direct,  a  number  of 
Electors  equal  to  the  whole  number  of  Senators 
and  Representatives  to  which  the  State  may  be 
entitled  in  the  Congres.s  ;  but  no  Senator  or  Rep- 
resentative, or  person  holding  anv  office  of  trust 
or  profit  under  the  United  States,  shall  be  appoint- 
ed an  Elector. 

The  Electors  shall  meet  in  their  respective 
States,  and  vote  by  ballot  for  President  and  Vice 
President,  one  of  whom,  at  least,  shall  not  be  an 
inhabitant  of  the  same  Slate  with  themselves. 
They  shall  name,  in  their  ballots,  the  person  voted 
for  as  President,  and,  in  distinct  ballots,  the  per- 
son voted  for  as  Vice  President;  and  they  i«h«li 
make  distinct  lists  of  all  persons  voted  for  as  Pre- 
sident, and  of  all  persons  voted  for  as  Vice  Presi- 
dent, and  of  the  number  of  votes  for  each  ;  which 
lists  they  shall  sign  and  certify,  and  transmit 
sealed  to  the  Seat  of  the  Government  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  directed  to  the  President  of  the  Senate. 
The  President  of  the  Senate  shall,  in  presence  of 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  open 
all  the  certificates,  and  the  votes  shall  then  be 
counted;  the  person  having  the  greatest  number 
of  votes  for  President  shall   be  the  President,  if 
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such  number  be  a  majority  of  the  whole  number 
of  Electors  appointed  ;  and,  if  no  person  have  such 
majority,  then  from  the  persons  having  the  high- 
est numbers,  not  exceeding  three,  on  the  list  of 
those  voted  for  as  President,  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives shall  choose  immediately,  by  ballot,  the 
President.  But,  in  choosing  the  President,  the 
votes  shall  be  taken  by  States,  the  representation 
from  each  State  having  one  vote;  a  quorum  for 
this  purpose  shall  consist  of  a  member  or  members 
from  two-thirds  of  the  States,  and  a  majority  of 
all  the  States  shall  be  necessary  to  a  choice.  And 
if  the  House  of  Representatives  shall  not  choose 
a  President,  whenever  the  right  of  choice  shall 
devolve  upon  them,  before  the  fourth  day  of  March 
next  following,  then  the  Vice  President  shall  act 
as  President,  as  in  the  case  of  the  death  or  other 
Constitutional  disability  of  the  President. 

Such  are  the  actual  provisions  of  the  Constitu- 
tion respecting  the  election  of  the  President.  The 
Constitution  itself,  as  we  are  informed  by  the  re- 
port of  the  Convention  to  the  Old  Congress,  was 
the  result  of  a  spirit  of  amity,  and  of  mutual  def- 
erence and  concession  ;  greater  powers  were  sur- 
rendered to  the  United  States  by  the  large  States 
than  by  the  small  ones,  because  their  numbers  and 
resources  were  greater. 

The  House  of  Representatives  is  composed  on 
the  basis  of  the  numbers  of  the  respective  Slates, 
the  small  States  here  yielding  to  the  large  ones, 
and  the  Senate  i«  composed  on  the  basis  of  the 
equality  of  the  States,  the  larger  States  here,  in 
turn,  deferring  to  the  small  on^s.  The  Executive 
is  chosen  by  neither  rule,  but  by  the  influence  of 
both  rules  united  ;  it  is  well  known  that  the  small 
States  would  not  have  consented  to  the  choice  by 
Electors,  a  mode  favorable  to  the  large  States; 
but,  upon  the  consent  of  the  large  States,  on  the 
failure  of  the  choice  of  the  President  by  the  Elec- 
tors on  the  first  trial,  that  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives voting  by  States,  the  representation  from 
each  State  having  one  vote,  shall  choose  the  Pre- 
sident, not  from  those  they  deem  the  most  worthy, 
but  from  the  persons  having  the  highest  numbers, 
not  exceeding  three,  on  the  list  of  those  voted  for 
by  the  Electors,  thereby  restricting  the  choice  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  three  highest 
candidates  nominated  by  the  large  States.  To  this 
adjustment,  which  was  brought  about  by  com- 
promise between  the  States,  no  objections  were 
made  at  the  period  when  the  Constitution  was 
afterwards  under  the  discussion  of  the  several 
States.  Though  great  difficulties  occurred  in  the  ' 
debates  of  the  State  conventions  on  other  portions  • 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  no  oppo- 
sition appeared  to  the  provisions  of  the  Constitu- 
tion respecting  the  manner  of  electing  the  Presi- 
dent, and  no  such  objection  occurred  until  the 
fourth  election  of  the  President,  which  was  made 
by  the  House  of  Representatives;  since  that  pe- 
riod, five  Presidential  elections  have  taken  place, 
and,  in  eight  of  the  nine  elections,  the  President 
has  been  chosen  by  the  Electors;  the  fourth  elec- 
tion is  the  only  instance  in  which  the  President, 
not  being  chosen  by  the  Electors,  the  election  de- 
volved on  the  House  of  Representatives.     The 


compromise,  on  the  subject  of  the  Presidential 
,  election,  which  has  been  always  binding  in  honor 
and  good  faith,  seems  of  late  to  have  been  forgot- 
I  ten ;  and  dissatisfaction  and  complaint  have  ap- 
peared at  the  seat  of  government  in  Virginia,  New 
j  York,  and  other  States,  that  the  influence  of  the 
;  great  States  was  unreasonably  impaired  by  the 
i  provision  of  the  Constitution,  that,  after  the  fail- 
ure to  choose  the  President  by  the  Electors,  the 
election  should  devolve  upon  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, although  the  House  of  Representatives 
,  13  restricted  to  the  choice  of  the  President  from 
three  candidates,  nominated  by  the  Electors,  a 
majority  of  whom  are  appointed  by  the  large 
States.  Hence  it  has  happened,  from  year  to 
year,  that  attempts  have  been  made  by  certain 
States  to  alter  the  Constitution  on  the  subject  of 
the  Presidential  election,  notwithstanding  this 
election  is  matter  of  compromise  and  compact  be- 
tween the  States,  without  which  no  Constitution 
or  Union  could  have  been  formed.  Hitherto  these 
attempts  have  all  failed,  and,  since  the  addition  of 
so  many  new  States,  the  probability  of  any  alter- 
ation of  the  Constitution  is  much  diminished ; 
but,  while  the  chance  of  any  regular  alteration  is 
lessened,  the  dangers  of  the  Constitution  are  much 
increased.  The  formidable  central  power,  which 
has  appeared  at  the  Seat  of  Government,  which  is 
neither  deputed  from  nor  apportioned  by  any  es- 
tablished rule  among  the  States,  but  proceeding 
from  a  self-created  body,  unknown  to  the  Consti- 
tution— a  body  which  acknowledges  no  law  found- 
ed upon  common  and  equal  rights,  knows  no  su- 
perior, and  which  reaches,  and  is  systematically 
combined  with  affiliated  bodies  at  the  seats  of 
government  of  the  great  States — a  body  that  al- 
ready constitutes  a  power  greater  than  the  power 
of  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  and  assuming 
the  right  to  nominate  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  expects,  by  the  assistance  and  increase  of 
their  distant  as.sociates,  and  the  discipline  and 
popularity  of  their  leaders,  to  elect  the  President,  in 
violation  of  the  manner  prescribed  and  established 
by  the  Constitution. 

The  central  power  at  the  Seat  of  Government  is 
at  present  composed  of  a  select  number  of  the 
members  of  Congress,  who,  from  their  official 
station,  have  access  to,  and  intercourse  with,  the 
foreign  ambassadors,  as  likewise  with  the  great 
officers  of  the  Government,  and,  by  aid  of  the 
Post  Office,  and  the  public  press,  communicate 
with  their  associates  throughout  the  country.  Such 
a  body  are  capable  of  having,  and  actually  do  pos- 
se.ss,  great  influence  in  every  part  of  the  Union. 
They  are  under  no  restrictions  as  to  the  number 
and  condition  or  residence  of  their  members  ;  the 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  should  they  consent, 
may  be  added  to  this  central  junto,  an  addition 
which  would  increase  their  respectability  and  influ- 
ence ;  they  might  proceed  further,  and  the  Heads 
of  the  Executive  Departments  might  be  requested 
to  become  members  of  the  central  junto;  should 
they  also  unite  with  them,  their  influence  would  be 
still  further  increased.  Should  perilous  times  occur, 
and  men  ofunchastened  ambition  become  the  Pres- 
ident and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  they 
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would  employ  this  central  power  to  fill  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress  with  their  favorites,  and,  by 
their  co-operation  with  the  Governors  and  popular 
clubs  at  the  seats  of  the  State  Governments,  be  able 
to  effect  in  our  own  free  country  changes  which 
might  utterly  subvert  our  beautiful  scheme  of  gov- 
ernment. Should  this  central  power,  extending  to 
all  portions  of  the  Union,  be  able,  by  the  co-opera- 
tion of  its  associates,  to  discredit  and  supersede  the 
separate  powers  of  the  States  in  the  choice  of  Pres- 
ident, it  would  afterwards  find  less  difficulty  m  ef- 
fecting the  consolidation  of  the  Executive  power 
of  the  United  States,  which,  by  the  Constitution, 
proceeds  from,  rests  upon,  and  is  bound  to  defend, 
the  separate  authority  of  the  respective  States. 
This  done,  the  reform  will  not  stop  at  the  consol- 
idation of  the  Executive  power  of  the  United  States, 
ruinous  as  that  measure  may  prove ;  but  will  ex- 
tend to  the  legislative  department,  and,  difficult  as 
the  attempt  may  seem,  endeavor  to  abolish  the 
equality  oi  the  States  in  the  Senate.  This  altera- 
tion may,  in  the  commencement,  be  a  mere  recom- 
mendation, like  the  conge  d'elire  or  nomination  of 
the  President  by  the  central  power  at  the  Seat 
of  Grovernment;  but,  recommendations  often  re- 
peated, will,  in  time,  become  imperative  com- 
mands, and  to  this  end  it  will  be  urged  that,  by 
these  means,  our  plan  of  Government  will  become 
more  economical,  more  simple,  more  magnificent, 
and  less  liable  to  change  from  occasional  popular 
excitement.  We  may  have  one  Chief  Magistrate, 
instead  of  twenty-five — one  legislature  of  three 
hundred  members,  instead  of  twenty-five  legisla- 
tures of  three  or  four  thousand  members — one  ju- 
diciary, instead  of  a  thousand,  supported  by  law- 
yers, whose  numbers  would  form  an  army — and 
instead  of  an  irregular  choice  of  the  President  by 
the  present  mode,  we  may  have  one  unbroken  suc- 
cession of  Presidents,  from  a  consistent  and  per- 
petual body,  whose  plans  of  policy  and  pretensions 
to  power  had  been  settled  by  uninterrupted  and 
secret  deliberations. 

These  changes  may  not  occur,  and  our  best  se- 
curity that  they  will  not,  depends  upon  the  patient, 
firm,  and  constant  adherence  to  the  provisions  of 
theConstitution.  The  compact  between  the  States 
has  already  received  the  sanction  of  one  genera- 
tion;  the  alteration  which  it  suffered,  during  this 
period,  may,  perhaps,  by  common  consent,  here- 
after be  itself  altered,  and  the  Constitution  restored 
to  its  primitive  form  ;  the  changes  which  happened 
in  the  government  of  Holland,  in  the  Italian  Re- 
publics, and  the  progressive  steps  by  which  elective 
magistrates  have  elsewhere  become  hereditary, 
should  induce  us  to  adhere  with  decision  and  fidel- 
ity to  the  checks  and  securities  which  our  Consti- 
tution has  provided  for  the  preservation  of  our 
representative  system  of  government,  balanced  as 
it  is  by  the  division  of  power  between  Stales,  un- 
equal in  territory,  numbers,  and  wealth,  and  be- 
tween them  and  the  United  States. 

The  successive  attempts  to  alter  the  Constitu- 
tion, originating  in  most  instances  in  the  belief 
that  the  proposed  amendments  would  be  positive 
improvements,  although  they  have  failed,  have, 
nevertheless,  not  only  disturbed  the  repose  of  Con- 


gress, but  weakened  the  stability  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. 

While  the  subject  was  under  debate  in  the  Gren- 
eral  and  State  conventions,  every  article  and  pro- 
vision thereof  was  open  to  free  examination.  la 
those  discussions  difficult  questions  arose  upon  the 
division  of  the  powers  between  the  States,  and 
between  them  and  the  United  States ;  and  partic- 
ularly in  determining  the  manner  in  which  the 
powers  of  the  last  should  be  exercised.  On  this 
subject,  the  journals  of  the  General  Convention 
show  that  the  deputies  from  the  great  States  de- 
sired an  influence  proportionate  to  their  greater 
numbers  and  resources ;  while  those  from  the 
small  States  showed  an  equal  or  greater  solicitude 
to  preserve,  as  far  as  possible,  the  influence  of 
equal  sovereigns,  which  they  enjoyed  under  the 
Confederation,  and  in  fact  possessed  in  the  forma- 
tion of  the  Constitution  itself.  The  Constitution, 
therefore,  ought  to  be  regarded  as  a  compact  ex- 
pressive of  the  liberality  and  prudent  policy  of  the 
States,  and  its  apparent  inequalities  constitute  a 
peculiar  system  of  balances,  derived  from  perma- 
nent natural  differences  among  the  States,  which 
is  believed  to  be  superior  to  any  artificial  establish- 
ment, or  political  charter,  heretofore  devi.sed.  The 
unceasing  struggle  between  the  natural  superiority 
of  the  great  Slates,  and  the  self-love  and  spirit  of 
equality  of  the  small  Slates,  (which  will  endure 
so  long  as  their  freedom  shall  exist)  constitutes  an 
equipoise  of  unceasing  efficacy  in  the  maintenance 
and  the  preservation  of  our  political  system.  This 
system  is  able  to  maintain  and  preserve  our  envied 
freedom,  if  it  fortunately  has  influence  sufficient 
to  create  in  the  hearts  of  tfie  citizens  of  the  United 
States  that  affection  and  fidelity  without  which 
no  plans  of  freedom  ever  have  succeeded,  or  can 
succeed. 

It  is  demanded  that  any  member  of  the  Senate 
would  point  out  an  article  or  clause  of  the  Con- 
stitution which  authorizes,  or  gives  the  slightest 
encouragement  to,  measures  of  any  sort,  by  which 
a  concentration  of  the  votes  for  the  President  may 
be  effected,  previously  to  the  choice  of  Electors  in 
the  several  States.  If  no  such  authority  can  be 
shown,  and  .Mr.  K.  said  that,  in  his  opinion,  none 
could  be  pointed  out,  it  may  be  fairly  inferred, 
from  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  and  the 
power  of  Congress  lo  give  effect  to  those  provis- 
ions, respecting  the  times  of  appointing  the  Elec- 
tors, the  time,  manner,  and  places  where  they 
must  assemble  and  give  their  votes,  within  their 
respective  States,  not  only  that  no  such  authority 
exists,  but  the  precise  and  definite  regulations 
which  restrict  and  confine,  within  the  respective 
Slates,  the  initiatory  process  in  the  election  of  the 
President,  exclude  every  other  and  different  man- 
ner of  beginning  the  election,  and,  connected  with 
the  prohibition  of  members  of  Congress  and  per- 
sons holding  offices  under  the  United  Slates  from 
becoming  Electors,  demonstrate  the  illegality  and 
dangerous  tendency  of  a  central  power,  at  the 
Seat  of  ihe  General  Government,  combining  lo 
nominate  the  President  of  the  United  States  eight 
months  before  his  election.  Members  of  Congress 
belonging  to  ihis  central   power,  and   moreover 


possessing  great  talents,  learning,  and  experience, 
will  obtain  an  influence  with  the  Executive  de- 
partments which  must  impair  the  just  influence 
of  others,  not  possessing  the  same  authority.  With 
these  discriminations,  such  members,  received  with 
distinction  by  foreign  ambassadors,  and  necessa- 
rily holding,  under  circumstances  of  favor,  inter- 
course with  the  chief  officers  of  the  Government, 
will  form  connexions,  and  establish  regular  inter- 
course with  persons  of  like  talents  and  learning  in 
the  several  States,  and,  in  a  special  manner,  at 
the  seats  of  government  of  the  principal  States — 
these  distinguished'men  becoming  the  illurainati 
of  our  country,  and  being  regulated  by  a  sort  of 
freemasonry,  the  sign  and  pass-word  of  which 
will,  at  once,  place  the  initiated  in  full  confidence 
and  communion  with  each  other  in  all  parts  of 
the  Union.  Such  combinations  secure  to  the 
members  of  the  central  power  influence  and  ad- 
vantages in  the  making  laws,  as  well  as  in  the 
procuring  of  appointments  of  every  sort,  and  above 
all,  in  promoting  the  eh?ction  of  such  candidate 
for  the  Presidency  as  they  may  select  and  nomi- 
nate. The  members  of  the  central  power  will, 
under  such  circumstances,  devote  more  of  their 
time,  during  the  sessions  immediately  preceding 
an  election,  in  arranging,  combining,  and  extend- 
ing the  means  to  effect  the  election  of  their  candi- 
date than  will  be  bestowed  on  the  ordinary  and 
regular  business  of  Congress ;  and,  instead  of  doing 
the  business  that  they  were  deputed  to  perform, 
they  will  be  engaged  in  other  duties  which  inter- 
fere with  them. 

The  course  of  events,  during  the  last  Winter, 
may  have  already  led  near  observers  to  suspect  a 
connexion  existing  between  a  central  power  of 
this  description,  at  the  Seat  of  the  General  Gov 


Carolina,  Virginia,  and  New  York,  and  perhaps 
of  other  States. 

It  is  supposing  men  to  be  blind  to  the  influence 
and  results  of  former  examples  of  this  nature,  that 
have  appeared  in  other  times  and  countries,  to  be- 
lieve that  individuals,  distinguished  by  talents  and 
experience,  aided  by  skilful  associates,  especially 
at  the  seats  of  the  State  governments,  will  be 
easily  defeated,  or  be  likely  to  fail  in  the  accom- 
plishment of  their  purpose. 

Rome,  in  former  times,  was  the  seat  of  a  great 
central  power,  which  reached  to  her  remotest  pro- 
vinces, and  the  life,  liberty,  and  property  of  the 
citizens  were  everywhere  held  at  the  mercy  of 
this  power.  Paris,  in  our  own  time,  has  also  been 
the  seat  of  a  great  central  power,  which  extended 
over  all  parts  of  France,  and,  acting  upon  the 
people  in  all  their  towns  and  villages,  punished 
opposition  to  its  mandates,  ai>d  whatsoever  were 
deemed  errors  in  political  opinion,  with  confisca- 
tion of  property,  and  loss  of  life. 

These  remarks  are  not  to  be  answered  by  a  re- 
ference to  the  practice  of  the  State  Legislatures. 
Conferences  and  meetings  among  the  members  of 
those  local  bodies,  to  agree  upon  measures  in  re- 
ference to  State  policy,  are  not  liable  to  the  same 
objections.  Their  influence  is  less  powerful,  and 
they  operate  within  more  limited  spheres,  and  the 


members  are  more  responsible  for  their  political 
acts,  as  well  by  the  greater  frequency  of  State 
elections,  as  by  the  scene  of  their  political  opera- 
tions being  nearer  to  the  supervision  and  inspec- 
tion of  their  constituents.  Neither  are  there  the 
same  Constitutional  objections  arising  from  the 
inequalities  of  the  States  and  from  our  federative 
and  balanced  system  of  Grovernment. 

It  was  to  protect  the  people  of  the  States  from 
this  great  central  power  that,  instead  of  concen- 
tratiiig  power  in  one  place,  the  Constitution  has 
provided  for  the  division  and  distribution  of  it 
throughout  and  among  the  States.  By  adhering 
to  this  division  and  distribution  of  power,  though 
we  find  our  Government  less  simple,  more  expen- 
sive, and  less  magnificent,  we  may  rationally  hope 
to  preserve  our  political  integrity,  and  to  perpetu- 
ate our  liberties. 

There  are  apparent  defects  in  our  Constitution. 
We  have,  nevertheless,  increased  and  prospered 
under  it.  If  these  defects  were  cured,  the  very 
means  which  should  effect  the  cure  may  introduce, 
as  has  happened,  other  and  greater  defects,  espe- 
cially when  these  alterations  are  made  in  the 
midst  of  political  excitement,  and  without  oppor- 
tunity of  regarding  all  the  evils  connected  with 
the  remedial  amendments. 

All  that  is  the  work  of  man  is,  like  him,  imper- 
fect. We  probably  enjoy  a  greater  portion  of  free- 
dorn  and  happiness  than  falls  to  the  lot  of  other 
nations  ;  and  because  we  desire  yet  more,  we  must 
be  careful  not  to  lose  what  we  have,  by  hasty  and 
partial  alterations  in  our  plan  of  Government. 
He  would,  therefore,  prefer  to  adhere,  for  the 
present,  to  the  Constitution  as  it  is,  in  hopes  that 
adequate  means  may  be  devised  to  suppress  this 
great  and  alarming  central  power,  which  is  now 


ernment,  and  the  Legislatures  of  Georgia,  North    oppressing  the  Constitution  itself,  by  controlling 
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and  superseding  its  wise  and  well  considered  pro- 
visions. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  was  in  favor  of  some 
amendment  of  the  Constitution,  in  order  to  estab- 
lish an  uniform  mode  of  electing  the  President; 
and  the  resolution  now  before  the  Senate  would 
only  go  to  produce  that  effect.  He  considered  it 
to  be  the  true  meaning  and  intent  of  the  Consti- 
tution that  the  election  should  be  made  in  some 
uniform  mode,  throughout  the  States,  and,  if  it 
were  so,  the  choice  would  not  frequently  come  to 
the  House  of  Representatives,  If  the  present 
provisions  of  the  Constitution  were  suffered  to 
remain,  he  did  not  see  how  we  could  ever  have 
a  President  and  Vice  President  elected  by  the 
people.  Such  an  event  would  be  morally  impos- 
sible. He  believed  it  was  in  the  spirit  of  the  Con- 
stitution that  the  President  should  be  elected  by 
the  people  of  the  United  States.  Now,  if  an 
amendment  was  proposed,  which  would  increase 
the  probability  of  an  election  according  to  the 
true  spirit  of  that  instrument,  why  should  it  not 
be  adopted  ?  In  those  States  in  wnich  the  choice 
of  Electors  is  made  by  the  Legislature,  there  have 
been  repeated  propositions  to  change  the  mode  of 
election,  or  the  spur  of  the  occasion,  to  favor  the 
views  of  particular  candidates.  Changes  of  this 
kind,  Mr.  S.  believed,  had  been  proposed  in  Vir- 
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ginia,  and  in  New  York,  in  order  to  affect  their 
elections.  In  New  York,  the  members  of  the 
Legislature  had  been  subjected  to  scorn  and  con- 
tempt, for  not  altering  the  mode  of  choosing  Elec- 
tors, to  meet  a  certain  exigency.  Mr.  S.  said,  if 
he  had  been  a  member  of  that  body,  he  certainly 
should  not  have  voted  for  such  a  change,  under 
such  circumstances.  He  thought  the  mode  of 
election,  whatever  it  might  be,  ought  to  be  uni- 
form in  each  State,  and  throughout  the  country. 

The  resolution  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Missouri  had  been  taken  up,  and  partly  dis- 
cussed— and,  Mr.  S.  said,  he  did  not  Itnow  why 
it  should  not  be  further  considered.  He  had  never 
listened  with  more  pleasure  than  to  the  arguments 
of  that  gentleman  in  support  of  the  plan  he  had 
proposed  ;  and,  as  other  members  had  intimated 
their  wish  to  reply  to  those  arguments,  Mr.  S. 
was  willing  they  should  have  the  opportunity  to 
do  so.  When  the  speech  of  the  member  from 
Missouri  came  to  be  printed,  as  it  probably  would 
be,  and  as  it  richly  deserved  to  be,  he  wished  to  see 
the  arguments  of  those  who  were  opposed  to  that 
gentleman's  plan  also  printed — that  the  public 
might  see  and  jydge  o(  the  reasons  urged  in  its 
support.  As  to  the  practice  of  holding  caucuses, 
to  which  the  gentleman  from  New  York  had 
alluded.  It  had  long  existed  in  this  country.  It 
was  no  new  thing  here.  It  had  been  adopted  on 
a  great  many  important  occasions — it  had  pro- 
duced a  great  many  good  effects.  Mr.  S.  believed 
the  first  embargo  was  agreed  upon  in  caucus. 
Every  one  had  a  right  to  the  exercise  of  his  own 
opinions  and  principles,  on  that  subject.  But, 
Mr.  S.  said,  he  considered  the  present  question  to 
be  upon  the  propriety  of  establishing  some  uni- 
form mode  of  electing  the  President  j  and  this,  he 
thought,  ought  to  be  done. 

Mr.  Van  Buren,  of  New  York,  said,  that  it 
had  not  been  his  intention  to  add  any  thing  to 
the  remarks  he  had  heretofore  submitted  on  the 
motion  now  under  consideration,  but  some  expla- 
nation on  his  part  had  become  necessary.  It 
would,  he  thought,  be  injustice,  as  well  to  his 
constituents  as  to  himself,  to  suffer  the  new  views 
which  had  been  taken  of  the  subject  by  his  hon- 
orable colleague,  to  pass  unnoticed.  In  discharg- 
ing the  duty  thus  imposed  upon  him,  he  would 
not  increase  the  excitement  which  has  been  man- 
ifested, by  giving  any  latitude  to  the  discussion 
which  the  occasion  did  not  call  for.  No  portion 
of  the  time  of  the  Senate  would  be  occupied  by 
him,  in  discussing  the  constitutionality  of  a  Con- 
gressional caucus  ;  nor  in  considering  any  of  those 
nice  distinctions  which  challenged  respect  for  the 
proceedings  of  conventions  of  one  description,  and 
denied  it  to  others;  nor  in  detecting  those  still  more 
subtle  refinements  which  regarded  meetings  of  the 
same  character  as  sometimes  proper,  and  others  de- 
structive of  the  purity  of  elections  and  dangerous  to 
the  liberties  of  the  people.  He  could  not  satisfy 
himself  that  this  was  either  the  place  or  the  occa- 
sion for  discussions  of  that  character.  But,  whilst 
he  abstained  from  following  his  colleague  in  the 
remark*  baring  reference  to  this  subject,  which 
he  had  allowed  himself  to  make,  Mr.  V.  B.  hoped 


he  would  not  be  understood  as  wishing  to  raise  a 
question  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  course  which 
his  colleague  thought  proper  to  pursue.  It  would 
not  become  him  to  do  so.  The  principal  grouiul 
taken  for  the  postponement  of  the  resolution,  on 
a  former  occasion,  related  to  the  excitement  pro- 
duced by  the  approaching  election,  and  the  supe- 
rior fitness  of  a  future  period  for  the  consideration 
of  the  subject.  This  ground  had  now  been  much 
enlarged.  It  had  been  observed  by  an  honorable 
member  from  North  Carolina,  in  opposition  to  the 
motion,  that  the  necessity  of  some  amendment  of 
the  Constitution,  in  this  respect,  was  generally 
admitted,  and  had  been  extensively  called  for  by 
the  people.  Mr.  V.  B.  understood  his  colleague 
not  only  to  deny  the  fact  alleged,  as  to  the  state 
of  public  opinion,  but  to  contest  the  propriety  of 
any  amendment  of  the  Constitution  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  choice  of  President  and  Vice  President* 
It  was  on  those  two  points  he  would  make  a  few 
remarks. 

It  could  not,  he  thought,  be  necessary,  and 
might  not  be  proper,  to  detain  the  Senate  by  a 
minute  statement  of  the  various  proceedings  of 
Congress,  and  of  the  States,  on  the  subject.  A 
very  brief  reference  to  them  would  show  that  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina  was  supported  by 
facts  in  the  opinion  he  had  expressed.  Mr.  V.  B. 
believed  that,  on  examination,  it  would  be  found 
that  the  first  movement  on  the  subject  had  been 
made  by  the  State  he  had  the  honor,  in  part,  to 
represent.  It  was  now  twenty-two  years  since 
the  Legislature  of  New  York,  shortly  after  an 
election,  and  under  circumstances  entirely  discon- 
necting the  measure  with  any  pending  contro- 
versy, had,  with  great  unanimity,  passed  resolu- 
tions in  favor  of  an  amendment  of  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  requiring  the  division 
of  the  respective  States  into  districts  for  the  choice 
of  Electors,  and  authorizing  their  selection  imme- 
diately by  the  people.  Those  resolutions  were 
communicated  to  Congress,  and  would  be  found 
on  the  journals  of  the  Senate;  since  that  time  the 
subject  had  been  acted  upon,  at  various  periods, 
and  in  different  forms,  as  well  by  Congress  as  the 
Legislatures  of  the  different  States.  Of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  latter,  those  of  North  Carolina 
and  New  Jersey  have  been  most  conspicuous. 
The  Legislature  of  North  Carolina  passed  resolu- 
tions, nearly  similar  to  those  of  New  York,  and 
sent  them  to  ihe  different  States  for  concurrence. 
New  York  instructed  her  Senators,  and  requested 
her  Representatives,  to  endeavor  to  obtain  the 
amendment  proposed  by  North  Carolina,  and 
many  of  the  States  gave  similar  instructions.  At 
least  three  times  within  eleven  years,  and  as  late 
as  the  year  1822,  resolutions,  proposing  amend- 
ments to  the  Constitution  upon  the  subject  of  the 
election  of  President  and  Vice  President,  have 
passed  this  body,  by  more  than  the  Constitutional 
majority,  and  there  had  been  few  sessions  for 
several  years,  in  which  the  subject  had  not  been 
more  or  less  acted  upon.  Early  in  the  present 
session  resolutions  for  amendment  had  been  pro- 
posed by  Senators  from  Missouri,  New  Jersey, 
South  Carolina,  Massachusetts,  and  New  York. 


Their  respective  propositions  had  been  referred  to  I 
a  committee,  combining  much  of  the  talent  and 
experience  of  the  Senate,  of  which  his  colleague 
was  a  member.  The  subject  had  been  considered 
with  great  care,  and  a  plan  reported,  containing, 
as  the  committee  thought,  the  best  parts  of  the 
resolutions  referred  to  them.  In  that  report,  he 
understood  the  committee  were  unanimous,  and 
appearances  certainly  indicated  the  adoption  of 
some  resolution  on  the  subject  at  the  present  ses- 
sion. Such  were  his  impressions,  and  he  thought 
that  such  had  been  the  opinions  of  the  members 
of  the  Senate  generally.  In  view  of  the  facts  he 
had  stated,  he  could  neither  repress  nor  conceal 
his  disappointment  in  finding  the  motion  for  post- 
ponement now  supported  on  the  ground  that  no 
M  amendment  was  desired  by  the  people. 

Mr.  V.  B.  said  that,  although  the  resolution  he 
had  proposed  had  not  been  wholly  adopted  by 
the  committee,  and  notwithstanding  he  desired 
material  alterations  of  that  reported,  still,  if  he 
should  be  unsuccessful  in  his  endeavors  to  obtain 
the  alteration' he  wished,  he  would  cheerfully  vote 
for  the  amendment  reported  by  the  committee. 
He  considered  it  to  be  far  preferable,  for  all  con- 
cerned, to  the  existing  provisions  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. It  would  be  unwise,  he  thought,  to  examine 
the  merits  of  the  various  plans  proposed,  before 
the  Senate  decided  on  the  present  motion.  He 
was  unwilling  to  occupy  the  time  of  the  Senate 
in  discussions,  which  might  be  rendered  worse 
than  useless,  by  the  postponement  of  the  subject; 
but  bis  honorable  colleague  had  taken  one  view 
of  the  question,  which  rendered  a  brief  reply  in- 
dispensable. If  Mr.  V.  B.  had  correctly  under- 
stood his  colleague,  he  had  spoken  of  the  proposed 
amendment,  as  an  attempt,  on  the  part  of  the 
large  States,  to  deprive  the  smaller  States,  in  the 
Confederacy,  of  ifieir  equal  votes,  in  the  House  of 
Representatives,  in  me  choice  of  President,  on  the 
ground  of  its  being  a  usurpation  which  ought  to 
be  repressed  ;  and,  thus  considering  the  subject,  he 
had  enlarged  on  the  circumstances  under  which 
this  right  was  conceded  to  the  small  States,  and 
had  spoken  of  the  great  danger  to  which  they  were 
exposed,  from  the  possible  combination  between 
the  Stales  of  Virginia,  Pennsylvania,  and  New 
York.  Mr.  V.  B.  thought  it  due  to  his  constitu- 
ents, from  their  relation  to  the  question  in  that 
form,  and  to  himself,  also,  as  having  introduced 
one  of  the  resolutions,  to  disclaim,  for  both,  any 
views  of  the  character  alluded  to.  A  reference  to 
what  had  taken  place  here,  ought  to  dispel  the 
erroneous  impression  which  had  been  made  on  the 
mind  of  his  colleague.  The  first  proposition  for 
the  amendment  of  the  Constitution,  in  this  respect, 
offered  at  this  session,  came  from  Missouri,  the 
youngest,  and,  except  one,  or  perhaps  two,  the 
smallest  State  in  the  Confederacy  ;  and  the  others, 
from  New  Jersey,  South  Carolina,  Massachusetts, 
and  New  York,  in  the  order  in  which  he  had  named 
these  States.  The  propositions  from  New  Jersey 
and  South  Carolina  yielded  the  principle  of  giving 
to  each  State  an  equal  vote,  on  receiving  what 
they  regarded  as  an  equivalent.  That  equivalent 
consisted  in  the  division  of  the  large  States  into 


districts,  to  which,  by  the  suggestion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina,  was  added  the  pro- 
position, which  could  not  but  prove  conservative 
of  the  interest  of  all,  the  removal  of  the  decision 
from  the  House  of  Representatives.  The  principal 
difference  between  the  plan  he  had  the  honor  to 
propose,  and  those  of  which  he  had  last  spoken, 
was,  that,  instead  of  providing  for  the  ultimate 
decision  of  the  question  by  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, as  was  done  in  that  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  Jersey,  he  proposed  a  second  reference 
to  the  Electors ;  and,  instead  of  sending  it  back  as 
often  as  might  be  necessary  to  a  choice,  as  proposed 
by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  Mr.  V.  B.'s 
plan  compelled  a  choice  on  the  second  ballot  by 
the  Electors ;  a  majority  of  the  committee,  to 
which  the  several  propositions  had  been  referred, 
were  from  small  States,  and  they  had  agreed  on 
an  amendment,  founded  on  principles  of  reciprocal 
concessions  for  the  general  good.  This  was  all 
that  the  Representatives  of  the  large  States  had, 
as  he  understood  them,  contended  for.  They  could 
not,  ought  not,  did  not,  desire  that  the  small  States 
should  surrender  any  portion  of  the  power  and 
inrtuence  now  secured  to  them  by  the  Constitution, 
unless  these  States  should,  themselves,  think,  that 
their  own  condition  would  be  improved,  and  the 
general  welfare  promoted,  by  their  doin^  so,  on 
receiving  concessions,  fully  equivalent,  ^om  the 
large  States.  Considerations  of  such  liberal  and 
equitable  character  had  been  held  out  on  both 
sides,  and  the  conflicting  interests  of  the  diflerent 
Stales,  on  this  point,  arising  from  their  unfortu- 
nate inequality,  had  hitherto,  to  the  honor  of  the 
Senate,  been  commented  upon  without  the  least 
acrimony,  and  under  the  control  of  feelings  which 
promised  the  most  auspicious  results.  Mr.  V.  B. 
said  that  nothing  had  taken  place  to  change  his 
views  or  disposition  on  the  subject.  He  was 
anxious  to  continue  the  discussion,  and  was  wil- 
ling to  lend  his  feeble  efforts  to  obtain  the  adoption 
of  some  resolution,  on  the  subject,  at  this  session. 
To  this  end,  he  was  ready,  on  the  part  of  his  con- 
stituents, to  make  all  reasonable  sacrifices.  If, 
however,  gentlemen  thought  that  the  next  session 
would  be  a  more  propitious  period,  and  the  char- 
acter of  the  debate,  on  this  motion,  certainly  af- 
forded some  reason  to  believe  that  it  might  be 
so,  he  would  bow,  respectfully,  to  the  will  of  the 
majority.  Until,  however,  that  was  expressed,  be 
would  continue  to  oppose  the  postponement. 

Mr.  DicKERsoN,  of  New  Jersey,  said  :  The  Con- 
vention who  formed  our  Constitution  could  not 
have  foreseen  all  the  effects  of  its  operation — powers 
have  resulted  from  it  that  were  not  anticipated — 
the  relative  strength  of  the  States  has  undergone 
a  change,  which  has  disturbed  the  checks  and  bal- 
ances of  the  Constitution.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Missouri  (Mr.  Benton)  has  shown  the 
evils  of  the  present  system  of  electing  a  President, 
and  the  necessity  of  districting  the  States  for  that 
purpose,  in  the  strongest  point  of  view.  The  elec- 
tion of  a  President  by  the  people  at  large  would 
be  a  preferable  mode,  if  it  were  practicable;  but, 
whoever  will  look  at  the  situation  of  our  country, 
with  its  different  kinds  of  population;  different 
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modes  of  election ;  dififerent  qualifications  of  voters, 
must  at  once  perceive  that  such  an  election  is 
utterly  impracticable.  The  choosing  of  the  Pres- 
idential Electors,  in  single  districts,  is  the  nearest 
possible  approach  to  an  election  by  the  people  at 
iarffe. 

A  disproportion  has  grown  out  of  the  relative 
powers  of  tne  great  and  small  States,  which  the 
members  of  the  Convention  could  not  have  fore- 
seen, and  which  has  given  a  new  character  to  our 
system. 

In  an  election  by  Electors,  six  great  States  can 
control  the  election  ;  and  leave  eighteen  States 
without  power  or  influence  upon  the  question.  In 
theHouse  of  Representatives,  thirteen  small  States, 
with  forty-five  Representatives,  can  elect  a  Pres- 
ident against  the  residue  of  the  States,  with  one 
hundred  and  sixty-eight  Representatives.  Why 
should  the  great  States  be  all-powerful  in  the  first 
case,  and  the  small  Slates  in  the  latter.  The  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  (Mr.  King)  is  willing  to 
put  the  small  States  on  an  equality  with  the  large. 
Is  he  so?  This  is  very  strange.  But  it  is  only  on 
choosing  a  President  in  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, which  can  rarely  occur.  But,  is  he  wil- 
ling to  give  this  equality  of  vote,  on  the  first  elec- 
tion of  a  President,  which  must  occur  every  four 
years?  No.  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Virginia, 
North  Carolina,  Kentucky,  and  Ohio,  have.  133 
Electors,  and  can  control  the  election  of  a  President 
— bare  majorities,  in  each  of  these  S  tates,can  control 
the  Union,  upon  this  question.  These  States  are  of 
contiguous  territory,  and  may  easily  have  a  com- 
munity of  interest  that  shall  bind  them  together, 
at  least  upon  one  question.  The  gentleman  from 
Missouri  says,  that  the  power  exercised  by  the 
Legislatures  of  the  Slates,  to  appoint  Electors,  is 
a  usurpation— that  it  ou^ht  to  be  relinquished, 
without  any  concession  of  power  on  the  part  of 
the  small  Stales.  Call  this  power  by  what  name 
vou  please,  it  is  now  a  permanent  power;  only  to 
be  reached  by  an  amendment  of  the  Constitution. 
However  incorrect  the  construction  of  the  Con- 
stitution might  have  been,  and  was,  when  this 
power  was  first  assumed,  it  has  been  acquiesced  in 
for  more  than  thirty  years.  To  reject  the  elec- 
toral votes  thus  given,  at  this  time,  would  be  to 
dissolve  the  Union.  It  is  too  late  to  oppose  the 
exercise  of  this  power.  But  the  power,  on  the 
part  of  the  Slates,  to  cj^ose  their  Electors  by  gen- 
eral ticket  is  not  denied ;  and  yet  its  eflfecl  is  precisely 
the  same :  it  gives  ihegreat  Slates  precisely  the  same 
power  to  control  the  election  of  a  President.  So  far 
as  regards  the  citizen.-*  of  the  large  States  where 
it  may  be  adopted,  it  is  equally  oppressive  to  the 
minorities,  and  less  calculated  to  give  a  fair  ex- 
pression of  the  will  of  the  majorities.  In  the  Stale 
of  New  York,  for  instance,  with  a  population  of  a 
million  and  a  half,  and  a  territory  ot  lorty-six  thou- 
sand square  miles,  thirty-six  Electors' are  to  be 
chosen  by  general  ticket ;  they  must  be  selected 
from  the  diflerent  districts  of  the  Stale— any  other 
arrangement  could  not  succeed.  The  voters,  gen- 
erally speaking,  would  not  know,  even  by  name, 
more  than  one  or  two  of  the  Electors  to  be  voted 
lor ;  for  all  the  rest,  they  must  vote  upon  trust. 


The  voter  follows  the  great  man  of  his  town he 

the  great  man  of  the  county — and  he  some  three 
or  four  great  men  of  the  Slate;  who  thus  wield 
the  force  of  a  million  and  a  half  of  people. 

If  the  Legislature  choose  the  Electors,  they  have 
the  opportunity  of  knowing  whom  they  choose; 
they  are  the  agents  in  whom  their  constituents 
confide;  they,  at  least,  afford  a  connecting  link  of 
information  between  the  people  and  the  Electors 
to  be  chosen. 

Will  the  large  Slates  give  up  this  power,  with- 
out a  corresponding  concession  on  the  part  of  the 
small  States?  They  will  not.  They  are  strong, 
sturdy,  and  obstinate.  They  have  been  urged 
upon  this  point  for  twenty  years,  but  without  ef- 
fect—further efforts  are  hopeless.  What  is  the 
power  of  the  small  Stales,  which  it  is  the  wish  of 
the  great  Stales  to  restrain  or  modify  ? 

On  an  election  of  President,  in  the  House  of 
Representatives,  thirty-one  members  from  thirteen 
small  States  can  control  the  election.  Is  this  a 
safe  power,  even  to  the  small  Stales  themselves? 
Should  they  exercise  their  power  to  the  full  ex- 
tent, the  first  attempt  would  probably  be  fatal  to 
their  independence.  Can  they  feel  a  confidence 
that  they  would  exercise  their  power  with  discre- 
tion ?  In  the  moment  of  party  excitement,  when 
ambition,  and  all  the  fierce  passions  of  anger  and 
excitement,  have  their  sway,  discretion  is  lost 
sight  of.  The  power  is  a  dangerous  one — much 
more  dangerous  to  the  small  Stales  than  to  the 
large.  The  danger  of  dissolving  our  Union  would 
create,  comparatively,  but  liiiTe  alarm  in  New 
York.  What  has  she  to  fear  ?  She  is  an  empire 
in  herself.  But,  with  New  Jersey,  the  case  is  al- 
together different.  Without  the  Constitution,  she 
must  cease  to  be  an  independent  State.  Situated 
between  two  potent  neighbors,  of  whose  disposi- 
lion  to  oppress  she  had  sufficient  evidence,  be- 
tween the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  war  and  the 
formation  of  our  present  Constitution,  she  would 
be  crushed.  On  the  dissolution  of  the  Union,  real 
property,  in  New  Jersey,  would  instantly  fall  fifty 
per  cent.  The  State  is  so  situated,  that  a  large 
portion  of  her  commerce  must  necessarily  go 
through  the  pons  of  New  York  and  Pennsylvania. 
The  duties  on  foreign  goods  consumed  in  New 
Jersey,  would  be  paid  in  New  York  and  Pennsyl- 
vania; and  pass  into  the  treasuries  of  those  States. 
New  Jersey  would  be  tributary  to  them.  She 
would  resist,  and,  probably,  make  the  City  of 
I  Jersey,  Perth  Amboy,  and  Burlington,  free  ports 
I  of  entry.  This  would  destroy  her  whole  system 
I  of  protecting  the  industry  of  the  Slate,  and  would 
I  lead  to  acts  of  retaliation  on  the  part  of  those 
,  Stales  in  which  her  prosperity  would  be  utterly 
I  destroyed.  New  Jersey  has  a  stronger  interest  in 
the  Constitution  than  any  other  State  in  the 
I  Union. 

It  is  for  this  reason,  that,  in  that  Stale,  there  is 
the  strongest  disposition  to  provide  for  the  perma- 
nency of  the  Constitution,  by  correcting  the  abuses 
that  have  grown  up  under  it — more  especially  the 
disproportion  of  the  power  of  tht^  great  and  small 
States  in  choosing  the  Chief  Magistrate,  and  the 
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difficulty  of  such  a  choice  in  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives. 

How  the  fears  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  have  been  allayed,  within  a  few  weeks,  I 
know  not;  while  the  dangers  themselves  have 
evidently  increased. 

The  dangers  of  choosing  the  President,  in  1801, 
were  such  as  to  threaten  us  with  dissolution  of 
our  compact.  But,  the  difficulties  now  to  be  con- 
tended with,  in  such  an  election,  would  be  made 
much  greater.  Then,  there  were  but  two  candi- 
dates ;  the  first  ballot  would  have  resulted  in  a 
choice,  if  some  States  had  not  been  divided.  Now, 
there  must  be  three  candidates.  The  House  of 
Representatives  will  be  divided  between  the  three; 
even  the  Representatives  of  the  Slates  may  be 
divided  between  the  three.  The  confusion  might 
become  inextricable. 

Suppose  New  York  were  to  give  12  votes  to  A, 
11  to  B,  and  11  to  C,  would  this  insure  the  vote 
of  New  York  for  A  ?  The  friends  of  B  and  C 
would  say  not.  Should  a  plurality  or  majority 
govern  in  such  a  case?  Should  the  State  say 
what  was  its  vote  ?  or  should  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives prescribe  the  rule  ?  The  case  is  full 
of  difficulty  and  danger. 

This  amendment,  Mr.  D.  said,  if  it  should  be 
agreed  to  by  the  requisite  number  of  both  Houses 
of  Congress,  must  be  submitted  to  the  several 
Slates  ;  and,  unless  three-fourths  of  them  were  in 
favor  of  it,  it  could  not  be  a'donled.  The  large 
and  the  small  States  must  all  be  consulted,  and 
he  well  knew  it  would  be  very  difficult  to  get  any 
amendment  adopted.  It  is  said  that  it  will  take 
away  the  rights  of  the  States.  But,  unless  they 
agree  to  it,  the  proposition  can  never  lake  effect. 
Mr.  D.  thought  the  present  provision  of  the  Con- 
stitution, in  respect  to  the  election  of  President, 
was  extremely  weak.  He  was  fully  convinced 
that  it  was  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  old 
Stales,  that  some  alteration  ought  to  take  place; 
they  have  earnestly  looked  for  it ;  they  ask  it  at 
our  hands.  Both  the  small  and  the  large  Slates 
will  consent  to  give  up  something  for  the  sake  of 
effecting  that  object.  Neither  of  them  would  be 
willing  to  do  It,  unless  an  equivalent  was  ob- 
tained. Mr.  D.  feared  that  the  present  was  not 
the  time  to  act  upon  these  amendments ;  he  thought 
it  would  be  necessary  to  test  the  Constitution,  as 
it  now  stands,  a  little  longer.  It  would  take  a 
long  time  to  gel  any  amendment  through,  and  it 
was  thought  that  the  present  was  not  a  fit  time 
for  the  discussion,  in  consequence  of  the  excite- 
ment which  prevails  throughout  the  country  in 
regard  to  the  ensuing  election.  The  gentleman 
from  New  York  has  changed  his  mind  respecting 
the  propriety  of  amending  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  rose  to  explain,  in  ref- 
erence to  the  change  of  opinion  imputed  to  him 
by  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey.  We  under- 
stood him  to  say,  that,  although  he  had  formerly 
been  favorable  to  some  amendment  of  the  Con- 
stitution, in  regard  to  the  election  of  President, 
yet  his  attention  had  been  most  powerfully  at- 
tracted by  a  power  which  had  since  risen  up, 
which  appeared  to  him  so  terrific  that  he  hardly 


dared  to  contemplate  the  effects  it  might  produce 

he  meant  the  power  which  members  of  Congress 
had  assumed,  of  nominating  a  President  of  the 
United  States.  It  was  placing  the  complete  con- 
trol of  the  Government  in  the  hands  of  a  party. 
He  firmly  believed  that  the  power  thus  assumed 
would,  if  permitted  to  be  exercised,  eventually 
overwhelm  the  Constitution.  It  would  produce  a 
fearful  combination  of  the  large  States.  The  small 
Slates,  he  thought,  would  not  consent  to  go  into 
caucus ;  if  they  did,  it  would  be  a  suicidal  act  on 
their  part.  He  called  upon  gentlemen  to  produce 
the  smallest  authority,  in  any  part  of  the  Consti- 
tution, for  these  meetings.  He  considered  them 
as  violating  the  spirit  of  that  instrument.  The 
power  of  choosing  the  President  is  given  to  the 
Colleges  of  Electors— the  election,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, is  in  their  hands;  and,  to  prevent  the  pos- 
sibility of  combination,  they  are  chosen  only  about 
thirty  days  before  their  office  is  to  be  perlormed. 
The  election  is  directed  to  be  made  in  all  the  dif- 
ferent States  on  the  same  day,  and  the  Electors 
are  permitted  to  make  but  one  attempt  at  a  choice. 
These  provisions  of  the  Constitution  were  adopted 
for  the  express  purpose  of  preventing  combina- 
tions—an effect  which,  Mr.  B.  thought,  was  great- 
ly to  be  dreaded  from  the  practice  of  nomination 
by  Congressional  caucuses. 

Mr.  DicKERSON  resumed.  He  intended  no  dis- 
respect to  the  honorable  member  from  New  York 
in  imputing  to  him  a  change  of  opinion  on  thb 
subject.  In  regard  to  the  caucus  wbich  had  been 
spoken  of  in  this  discussion,  Mr.  D.  said,  he  con- 
ceived it  was  neither  forbidden  nor  enjoined  by 
the  Constitution.  He  considered  it  as  a  perfectly 
harmless  expression  of  the  opinion  of  those  who 
attended  it.  Members  of  Congress  had  certainly 
as  good  a  right,  in  their  individual  capacities,  to 
recommend  a  candidate  for  the  Presidency,  as 
any  other  men.  Similar  meetings  have  been  held 
in  every  Stale,  every  county,  and  almost  every 
town  in  the  country.  The  same  privilege  of 
recommending  candidates  is  exercised  by  every 
printer  in  the  country.  Some  of  them  have  re- 
commended three  or  four  different  candidates  with- 
in the  last  six  or  eight  months.  No  mischief  can 
result  from  the  caucus  nomination — it  imposes 
upon  nobody  ;  it  binds  nobody  ;  it  will  go  for 
what  it  is  worth,  and  no  more — it  is  the  mere  ex- 
ercise of  opinion,  and  that  is  a  right  which,  whe- 
ther i^  respected  men  or  measures,  Mr.  D.  said,  he 
would  never  relinquish.  It  is  a  right  guarantied 
by  the  Constitution  and  the  laws  of  the  country, 
and  one  which  will  be  exercised. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  next  rose.  It  is  to  me, 
said  Mr.  H.,  matter  of  regret  and  astonishment, 
that  this  debate  should  have  taken  such  a  turn. 
I  had  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  (Mr.  King,)  on  the  committee  to 
whom  these  amendments  to  the  Constitution  were 
referred.  I  had,  till  then,  some  doubts  whether, 
at  this  time,  it  was  proper  to  act  upon  them.  But 
I  then  had  the  countenance  and  support  of  that 
honorable  gentleman.  Full  well  I  knew  and  ap- 
preciated his  experience  and  wisdom.  As  he  was 
one  of  those  who  framed  that  instrument,  and 
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knew  the  views  and  motives  of  his  associates,  I 
adopted  him,  in  some  measure,  as  my  Mentor. 
The  amendment  which  has  been  the  subject  of 
his  animadversion,  was  agreed  on  in  committee, 
with  great  unanimity ;  and  by  none  with  more 
cordiality  and  zeal  than  by  that  gentleman.  But 
though  he  has  seen  fit  to  change  his  opinion,  I 
have  not.  However  I  may  respect  him,  I  cannot 
consent  to  be  led  about  in  this  way.  For  the  rea- 
sons which  he  has  deemed  proper  to  offer  to  the 
Senate,  I,  as  one,  feel  mortified  and  humbled. 
Never  before,  except  once,  and  that  by  the  same 
honorable  member,  has  the  election,  which  now 
agitates  the  public,  been  mtroduced  into  our  de- 
liberations. This  Senate  should  be,  and,  until 
now,  thank  God,  it  has  been,  above  popular  ex- 
citement. And  from  what  source  does  it  come? 
Who  s<els  the  pernicious  example?  One  whose 
age  and  experience  point  him  out  as  a  model. 

Sir,  I  assure  that  honorable  gentleman  that  I 
have  no  need  of  his  advice,  nor  will  I  submit  to 
the  dictation  oi  any  Senator  here,  to  direct  me  in 
my  private  or  individual  conduct.  Until  I  shall 
be  arraigned,  as  the  Constitution  prescribes,  I 
shall  not  condescend  to  account  to  any,  or  all,  the 
members  of  this  Senate,  for  ray  acts  out  of  this 
body,  and  with  which  they  have  no  concern. 

The  firs>t  use  of  the  word  ''caucus*'  here,  in  de- 
bate, I  regret  to  say,  was  from  that  gentleman. 
He  has  been  pleased  to  arraign  before  the  Senate 
certain  members  of  this,  and  the  other  House,  be- 
cause they  saw  fit  to  meet  and  recommend  a  can- 
didate to  the  people,  for  President  of  the  United 
States.  And,  by  this  act,  he  affects  to  believe 
that  the  Constitution  has  been  so  violated  that  he 
would  not  amend  it  at  all.  Sir,  pardon  me  when 
I  say  that  :his  is  an  idle  dream. 

He  seems  to  apprehend  that  the  time  will  come 
when  the  President  and  Heads  of  Departments 
will  participate  in  such  a  convention.  Sir,  there 
is  no  danger  of  that.  When  the  members  of  the 
Executive  Department  shall  combine  to  appoint 
a  successor  for  the  President,  the  people  will  put 
down  the  combination.  No,  sir;  when  these  gen- 
tlemen attempt  this,  it  will  not  be  by  a  public 
meeting.  Secret  engines  will  be  put  in  operation 
— private  agents  will  be  employed,  and  means 
Will  be  used  which  shun  the  light. 

A  public  meeting  has  been  held  to  recommend 
to  the  people  to  unite,  and  keep  the  election  in 
their  own  hands.  At  this,  the  honorable  gentle- 
man takes  umbrage  and  alarm — he  condemns  this 
measure  of  union  :  and  avows  his  wishes  that  the 
election  may  be  made  by  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives. He  seems  to  think,  that  any  meeting,  or 
any  exertions  of  individuals  to  prevent  it,  is  to 
defeat  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution  I  This, 
from  a  representative  of  the  largest  State  in  the 
Union,  is  very  frank,  and  very  disinterested.  Sir, 
it  would  be  humiliating  to  give  the  proper  answer 
to  all  this — a  regard  to  the  dignity  of  the  Senate 
forbids  the  just  retort.  But  we  may  be  allowed 
to  say,  that,  when  the  Representatives  act  with 
open  doors,  and  expose  their  views  and  motives  to 
the  world,  the  people's  rights  are  safe,  the  danger 
lies  io  secret  combinations,  in  compacts  to  divide 


and  distract — in  private  meetings  to  prevent  pub- 
lic meetings. 

It  is  here  that  bargains  may  be  made,  and  man- 
agement and  intrigue  be  practised  with  success. 
I,  sir,  am  proud  in  the  reflection,  that  we  have 
acted  of)enly  and  above-board.  We  have  united, 
as  individuals,  to  recommend  a  candidate  to  the 
people.  I  hold  myself  accountable,  for  this  to  no 
member  of  this  Senate,  however  respectable.  For 
this  act,  I  am  responsible  only  to  my  conscience, 
my  country,  and  my  God. 

It  is  a  source  of  consolation  and  confidence, 
that  this  course  has  been  sanctioned  by  constant 
usage,  and  the  approbation  and  support  of  the  most 
distinguished  patriots  and  statesmen.  And,  in 
what  instance  have  the  rights  of  the  people  been 
infringed,  their  liberties  impaired,  or  the  Constitu- 
tion violated  ?  Do  you  perceive  it  in  the  prosper- 
ity, happiness,  and  independence,  which  every 
where  surround  you  ? 

Sir,  the  people  of  the  United  States  are  high- 
minded,  independent,  and  intelligent  Republicans. 
They  understand  their  own  rights,  and,  I  trust, 
know  how  to  preserve  them.  If  they  see  cause, 
they  will  disregard,  and  disapprove,  our  recommen- 
dation. When,  in  my  opinion,  I  need  it,  I  will 
consent  to  be  advised,  and  even  catechised,  by  any 
Senator  ;  and  by  none  sooner  than  the  honorable 
member  from  New  York.  But,  of  this,  I  miMt 
take  the  liberty  of  being  my  own  judge.  Upon 
my  individual  conduct,  beyond  these  walls,  I  will 
not  be  compelled  to  submit  to  any  tribunal  other 
than  those  which  I  have  named.  I  need  not  add, 
I  am  of  age  to  act  for  myself. 

Mr.  LowRiE,  of  Pennsylvania,  said,  it  was 
with  a  sensation  of  pain,  that  he  observed  the 
situation  in  which  the  Senate  was,  at  this  mo- 
ment, placed.  Instead  of  considering,  with  calm 
deliberation,  the  amendments  to  the  Constitution, 
submitted  by  the  different  members,  and  especi- 
ally the  one  which  had  received  the  sanction  of 
the  committee  of  the  body,  the  Senate  is  involved, 
by  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
(Mr.  King,)  in  the  discussion  of  the  propriety  of 
a  Congressional  caucus.  Sir,  said  Mr.  L.,  the 
gentleman  has  expressed  himself,  in  strong  terms, 
against  this  measure  ;  and,  if  he  has  not  alarmed 
others,  he  has  shown  that  he  is  himself  alarmed 
at  the  results  which  are  likely  to  follow.  But, 
sir,  I  for  one,  will  not  be  forced  into  a  discussion 
of  this  measure,  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate.  Not- 
withstanding the  great  respect  I  have  for  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York,  so  improper  do  I  con- 
sider his  remarks,  that,  on  this  point,  I  will  not 
even  answer  him.  But,  although  I  choose  to  be 
silent,  I  beg  the  gentleman  to  be  assured  that  it  is 
not  because  I  see  any  thing  new  or  formidable  in 
his  remarks,  or  any  thing  difficult  to  answer. 

What  is  the  question,  said  Mr.  L.,  which,  at 
this  time  is,  or  ought  to  be,  before  the  Senate  ? 
A  motion  for  indennite  postponement  of  the  vari- 
ous amendments  offered  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States.  Five  years  ago,  when  I  first  took 
my  seat  here,  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey, 
instructed  by  the  State  which  he  represents,  of- 
fered an  amendment  embracing  the  djstrict  sys- 
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tern.  It  passed  the  Senate  by  the  Constitutional 
majority.  It  passed  then,  and  it  has  passed  since, 
without  the  aid  of  my  vote.  As  a  Representa- 
tive from  a  large  State,  I  never  have  consented 
to  a  system  which  went  to  strike  out  of  existence 
the  lines  of  the  Sutes.  Such  is  the  effect  of  the 
district  system  that,  instead  of  States,  you  are  to 
have  districts.  Sir,  I  will  not  consent  to  a  sys- 
tem which  would  prevent  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania from  speaking,  on  this  question,  with  her 
whole  strength  entire  and  unbroken,  unless  the 
small  States  will  give  an  equivalent.  We  have 
been  told  of  the  advantages  of  the  district  system; 
and  that  there  are  advantages  in  it  I  admit.  But 
these  advantages,  heretofore,  have  been  asked  for 
by  concessions  from  the  large  States  only.  The 
question  has,  this  session,  for  the  first  time,  as- 
sumed a  new  form.  A  proposition  is  submitted 
by  which  the  large  and  the  small  States  can  meet 
on  middle  ground.  I  have  been  anxious  to  hear 
this  proposition  discussed  by  the  Senate.  My 
wish  has  been  that  the  attention  of  our  constitu- 
ents should  be  drawn  to  it.  Should  a  majority  of 
the  Senate  be  against  it,  there  is  still  remaining 
the  amendment  submitted  by  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina.  (Mr.  Hay.ne.)  With  some  mod- 
ification that  amendment  would  be  my  second 
choice ;  both  are  of  grave  and  solemn  import — 
they  require  at  your  hands  a  full,  a  calm,  and  de- 
liberate discussion.  Why  is  the  motion  for  in- 
definite postponement  thrown  in  the  way  ?  Be- 
cause, it  is  said,  an  election  of  President  takes 
place  next  Fall,  and  there  is  great  excitement  in 
the  country  on  that  question.  Sir,  it  is  admitted 
by  all,  that  no  amendment  we  can  now  propose 
will  affect  the  next  election ;  and,  this  being  the 
case,  what  connexion  can  the  present  question 
have  with  the  ensuing  election,  more  than  any 
other  subject  presented  for  our  deliberation? 
There  is,  in  reality,  no  sound  reason  why  we 
should  not  proceed.  Nothing  but  the  influence 
of  undue  excitement  could  have  induced  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  to  bring  the  propriety  or 
constitutionality  of  a  Congressional  caucus  into 
this  debate.  No  excitement  showed  itself  within 
these  walls,  until  that  gentleman  indulged  him- 
self in  the  remarks  we  have  just  heard.  The 
perplexed  view  which  the  gentleman  has  given  of 
our  political  situation,  is,  in  my  judgment,  no 
reason  why  the  present  question  snould  be  arrest- 
ed. Mr.  L.  said  he  would  vote  against  the  post- 
ponement ;  but,  if  other  gentlemen  thought  the 
next  session  would  be  more  favorable  for  a  decis- 
ion of  the  question,  he  would  acquiesce;  but,  at 
the  next  session,  if  no  other  gentleman  brought 
the  subject  forward,  he  would  then  present  it  to 
the  consideration  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Noble,  of  Indiana,  said  this  debate  had 
certainly  assumed  a  very  strange  and  unexpected 
course ;  but,  if  the  object  in  giving  it  this  direc- 
tion was  to  aflect  the  public  mind,  in  relation  to 
the  caucus  which  had  been  recently  held,  he 
trusted  that  object  would  be  defeated.  He  had 
attended  that  caucus  himself — and  he  certainly 
should  not  ask  pardon  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  (Mr.  Ki.ng,)  or  of  any  other  member 


in  the  Senate,  for  having  done  so,  further  than 
the  rules  of  respect  towards  members,  and  the 
decorum  usually  observed  in  the  Senate.  The 
object  of  the  caucus  was  to  produce  union  ;  it  did 
not  infringe  upon  the  free  vote  of  any  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  nor  of  the  State  to  which  he 
belonged.  He  adverted  to  the  political  operations 
of  the  Government  previous,  and  at  the  day  of, 
Jefferson's  nomination.  It  was  by  caucus  thai 
the  power  then  in  the  hands  of  Federalists  was 
dislodged,  and,  from  his  youthful  days,  he  said 
amen!  and  so  he  said  now.  In  New  York,  he 
said,  if  he  had  rightly  been  informed,  some  years 
ago,  upon  a  cerUin  occasion,  in  electing  a  Sena- 
tor from  that  State  to  the  United  States,  the 
election  was  delayed,  and  an  union  formed  be- 
tween the  Federalists  and  Clintonians,  in  order 
to  suit  certain  individuals,  and  to  answer  indi- 
vidual purposes.  What  was  this  but  a  caucus  ? 
No  one  ever  believed  that  the  people  of  the  great 
State  of  New  York  was  contaminated  by  the 
union  of  those  parties.  But,  he  asked,  what  had 
this  to  do  with  the  propositions  to  amend  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  now  under  con- 
sideration ?  It  was  a  departure  from  the  subject, 
and  a  firebrand  thrown  into  the  House.  This 
central  power,  to  which  the  member  from  New 
York  alludes,  and  his  fears  that  the  Constitution 
would  be  destroyed,  he  presumed  was  intended  to 
produce  some  effect  in  New  York.  He  liked 
consistency  in  gentlemen  who  stepped  forward  to 
protect  the  rights  of  the  people — the  gentleman 
himself  denied  the  other  day  that  the  people  were 
the  constitutional  sovereigns  in  this  Government 
— he  contended  that  the  States  were  the  sover- 
eigns, when  it  was  known  to  all  Republicans  that 
the  people  were  the  source  of  all  power,  and  con- 
stituted the  division  of  all  powers,  whether  ap- 
plied to  the  State  Governments  or  the  Federal. 
Mr.  N.  said  he  would  not  suffer  himself  to  be  tra- 
duced by  any  member  for  having  gone  into  cau- 
cus, without  defending  himself.  What  was  done 
there,  was  done  openly — it  was  the  mere  expres- 
sion of  private  sentiment — such  a  practice  was  in 
existence,  he  believed,  in  every  State — in  every 
county — and  in  every  township  in  the  United 
States,  in  relation  to  the  election  of  all  officers, 
either  of  the  State  or  Federal  Government,  and 
never  considered  as  violating  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  except  by  those  whose  favor- 
ites could  not  prevail,  nor  yet  as  constituting  ''  this 
central  power.''  Ou  this  question,  Mr.  N.  said, 
that  he  did  not  expect  to  be  called  upon  to  defend 
the  caucus,  the  doings  of  that  meeting  were  pub- 
lic, they  were  gone  out  to  the  people.  But  pray 
let  the  gentleman  from  New  York  tell  us  what 
has  been  done  on  the  other  side — he  meant  the 
anti-caucus — and  see  whether  their  proceedings 
formed  any  part  of  this  "  central  power,"  so  dan- 
gerous to  the  liberties  of  the  people.  Let  him 
say  what  part  of  the  Constitution  gave  this  right« 
Mr.  N.  said  he  did  not  condemn  the  course,  for  it 
was  but  a  caucus  to  know  whether  they  would 
go,  into  a  caucus,  this  was  but  private  sentiment, 
and  the  only  diflerence  between  the  caucus  and 
anti-caucus  is,  the  former  was  a  private  sentiment 
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expressed  with  previous  notice;  and  the  latter, 
private  sentiment,  without  notice. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  said  that,  in  the  few 
remarks  he  had  made  to  the  Senate,  he  had  in- 
tended no  disrespect  towards  any  member.  He 
bad  thought  that,  in  the  present  situation  of  the 
country,  this  was  not  the  proper  time  for  the  con- 
sideration of  amendments  to  the  Constitution. 
The  subject  had  interwoven  itself  into  the  affairs 
of  his  own  State,  in  regard  to  the  Presidential 
election.  He  trusted  he  was  not  precluded  from 
expressing  his  opinion  on  a  subject  of  great  im- 
portance and  notoriety.  In  considering  amend- 
ments to  the  Constitution,  he  had  thought  it  not 
improper  to  mention  the  exercise  of  a  power 
which  was  not  authorized  by  the  Constitution. 
That  power  was  one,  the  operation  ol  which,  he 
believed,  was  much  to  be  dreaded ;  and  surely 
there  was  no  impropriety  in  alluding  to  it.  If 
things  were  doing  in  the  country,  which  were 
thought  improper,  and  which  had  a  bearing  on 
the  subject  under  discussion,  would  the  Senate 
not  be  influenced  by  them  ? 

Mr.  FiNDUiY  said  that,  as  this  was  a  most  un- 
pleasant discussion,  more  so  than  he  had  ever 
neard  since  he  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  in  the 
Senate,  he  would  endeavor  to  terminate  it.  He 
moved  an  adjournment.  The  motion  was  car- 
ried, and  the  Senate  adjourned  until  to-morrow. 


Friday,  March  19. 

Mr.  LowRiE  presented  the  memorial  of  W. 
Rawle,  President  of  the  Pennsylvania  Society  for 
promoting  the  abolition  of  slavery,  praying  that 
provision  may  be  made  by  law  for  the  total  aboli- 
tion of  slavery  within  the  District  of  Columbia  ; 
which  was  read,  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Barboor, 
laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the  memorial  of  William 
Tilghman,  President  of  the  Board  of  Managers 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Society  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  American  manufactures,  requesting  that 
such  a  system  may  be  digested  as  will  secure  to 
manufactures  a  portion  ol  that  protection  which 
has  been  extended  to  commerce  and  tobacco  plant- 
ing. He  also  presented  the  memorial  of  Tobias 
Huber,  and  others,  of  the  city  and  county  of 
Philadelphia,  praying  an  increase  of  the  duties  on 
imports.  The  memorials  were  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufac- 
tures. 

Mr.  Ware  presented  the  preamble  and  resolu- 
tions, adopted  at  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Burke 
county,  in  Georgia,  remonstrating  against  the 
passage  of  the  bill  pending  in  Congress  to  increase 
the  duties  on  imports ;  which  were  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and 
Manufactures. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  security  of  public 
money  in  the  hands  of  clerks  of  courts,  attorneys, 
and  marshals,  and  their  deputies,  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  therelief  of  Noah  Smith,  of  Maine, 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  enable  the  President  to  carry  into 


effect  the  treaty  made  at  Ghent,  the  24th  Decem- 
ber, 1814,  excluding  foreigners  from  trade  and  in- 
tercourse with  the  Indian  tribes  within  the  United 
States,  and  to  preserve  the  fur  trade  within  the 
said  United  States,  to  American  citizens,  and 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ichabod  Lord  Skinner, 
were  severally  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufactures, 
on  the  petition  of  Thomas  Evans  and  Thomas 
Coppuck,  and  the  memorial  of  William  F.  Ches- 
ley,  and  others;  and,  on  motion,  it  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

.\MEiNDMENTS  TO  THE   COiNSTITUTION. 

The  unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  being  the 
consideration  of  the  several  resolutions  proposing 
amendments  to  the  Constitution,  in  relation  to  the 
election  of  President  and  Vice  President,  was  re- 
sumed. Mr.  Lanman  was  called  to  the  chair. 
The  question  was,  upon  Mr.  Mills's  motion,  to 
postpone  the  subject  indefinitely. 

Mr.  Haym:,  of  South  Carolina,  said,  that  his 
only  object  in  calling  up  these  resolutions  was  to 
obtain  some  decision  on  them.     The  Senate  had, 
for  several  months,  had  the  subject  before  them, 
and  it  was  due  no  less  to  the  public  than  to  the 
gentlemen  who  had  submitted  the  propositions, 
that   they  should   now  be  acted  on   definitively. 
Mr.  Hayne  protested  that  he  had  not  anticipated 
the  course  which  the  debate  had   taken,  and  he 
most  sincerely  regretted  that  certain  topics  had 
been  introduced  into  the  discussion,  which  were 
unfortunately  but  too  well  calculated  to  produce  a 
painful  excitement.     As   these   topics,  however, 
had  been  discussed,  it  would  become  his  duty,  in 
the  course  of  the  observations   he  was  about  to 
make,  to  notice  them.     The  cause  of  truth  de- 
manded that  arguments  calculated  to   influence 
public  opinion,  (though  founded,  as  he  believed, 
in  error,)  should  not  go  forth  to  the  world  unan- 
swered.    He  would,  in  the  first  place,  however, 
make  a  few  remarks  on  the  questions  properly 
before  the  Senate.     There  are  two  propositions, 
said  Mr.  H.  now  under  consideration.     The  first 
is,  the  proposition  reported  by  the  committee  to 
which  the  honorable  gentleman  from  New  Jersey 
was  chairman,  which  proposes  so  to  amend  the 
Constitution  as  to  divide  the  whole  of  the  United 
States  into  districts,  for  the  choice  of  Electors  for 
President  and  Vice  President,  and  on  the  failure 
to  make  a  choice  at  the  first  ballot,  that  the  elec- 
tion should  devolve  on  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  in  joint  ballot.     The  second  pro- 
position, now  under  consideration,  is  the  amend- 
ment submitted  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Missouri,  which  differs  from  the  former,  in  pro- 
posing to  dispense  entirely  with  Electors,  retaining, 
however,  that  provision  of  the  Constitution  which 
directs  a  choice  by  the  House  of  Representatives, 
(voting  by  Slates,)  in  the  event  of  a  failure  of 
the  election   by  the  people.     A  motion  has  now 
been  made  to   postpone  these   resolutions  indefi- 
nitely.    Mr.   H.  confessed   that,  though   he  was 
decidedly  opposed  to  both  of  them,  yet,  if  he  had 
any  hope  that  the  Senate  would  act  on  them  dur- 
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ing  the  present  session,  so  far  as  to  enable  the 
other  gentlemen  who  had  submitted  propositions, 
to  bring  them  forward,  with  any  prospect  of  a 
favorable  hearing  and  final  decision,  he  would 
vote  against  the  postponement.  He  had  ascer- 
tained, however,  that  a  majority  of  the  Senate 
did  not  deem  it  expedient  to  adopt  any  amendment 
to  the  Constitution  during  the  present  session ; 
and  opposed,  as  he  always  was,  to  the  unnecessary 
consumption  of  time  by  a  fruitless  discussion,  he 
should  vote  for  the  indefinite  postponement.  He 
would  avail  himself  of  this  opportunity  to  say  a 
few  words  in  reply  to  what  had  fallen  from  gen- 
tlemen on  the  other  side,  on  the  merits  of  the  first 
proposition — that  reported  by  the  committee.  But, 
D|[fore  he  proceeded  to  do  so,  he  would  notice  some 
statements  made  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
New  York,  which  Mr.  H.  conceived  to  be  erroneous. 
That  gentleman  (Mr.  Van  Buren)  had  said,  that 
the  resolution  under  consideration  had  been  agreed 
to  in  committee  unanimously.  This,  Mr.  H.  said, 
was  a  mistake.  He  had,  himself,  voted  against 
the  resolution,  and  so  had  the  gentleman  from 
Missouri.  The  gentleman  from  New  York  had 
also  stated,  in  the  course  of  his  argument,  that 
resolutions  on  this  subject  had  been  often  reported 
by  committees,  and  had  several  times  passed  the 
Senate,  and  he  therefore  infers  that  the  Senate 
must  be  prepared  to  act  upon  them  now.  I  am 
informed,  said  Mr.  H.,  that  one  of  the  features  of 
the  proposition,  now  before  us,  has  never  before 
duced  into  this  House,  and  assuredly 
received,  and  he  trusted  never  would 
deliberate  sanction.  He  alluded  to 
that  part  of  the  resolution  which  proposes  to  sub- 
stitute a  vote  by  the  joint  ballot  of  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives,  for  the  present  mode  of 
voting  in  the  House  of  Representatives  by  States. 
The  gentleman  from  New  York  had  fallen  into 
another  error,  which  he  would  take  the  liberty  also 
to  correct.  He  had  considered  the  proposed  amend- 
ments to  the  Constitution,  as  originating  in  the 
dissatisfaction  of  the  small  States,  and  he  repre- 
sents the  large  States  as  perfectly  satisfied  with 
the  Constitution  as  it  now  stands,  but  magnani- 
mously disfKjsed  to  yield  to  the  wishes  of  the  small 
States,  provided  they  could  obtain  some  reasonable 
equivalent.  This  is  surely,  sir,  said  Mr.  H.,  a  most 
mistaken  view  of  the  subject.  One  of  the  propo- 
sitions, submitted  during  the  present  session,  came 
from  the  gentleman  himself,  one  of  the  Represen- 
tatives of  the  great  Stale  of  New  York,  another 
came  from  an  honorable  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts— and,  though  the  gentleman  from  Mis- 
souri comts  from  a  small  State,  yet  he  told  us,  that 
when  he  considered  her  destinies,  he  brought  to 
the  discussion  of  the  subject  all  the  feelings  of  a 
Representative  from  a  large  State.  The  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  himself,  tells  us  that  almost 
every  member  of  the  House  admits  that  there  are 
defects  in  the  Constitution  in  respect  to  the  pro- 
vision for  the  election  of  a  Chief  Magistrate,  and 
that  we  are  all  willing  to  adopt  some  amendment ; 
he  affirms,  confidently,  that  the  people  in  every 
part  of  the  United  States  are  calling  for  such  an 
amendment — that  they  are  prepared  for,  and  ex- 


been  1 
has  ne 
receiv 


rflposil 

n|Ld 

e^Hi 
e,   ns 


pect  it.  These  admissions,  surely,  prove  that  the 
proposed  amendments  have  a  deeper  foundation, 
that  any  dissatisfaction  on  the  part  of  the  small 
States.  The  truth  is,  said  Mr.  H.,  that  not  one 
of  the  propositions  which  have  been  submitted 
would  add  a  particle  to  the  power  of  the  small 
States,  though  he  believed  that  some  of  them 
would  not  impair  their  strength.  Let  us,  said 
Mr.  H.,  take  higher  ground,  and  be  influenced  by 
more  generous  and  liberal  views  on  this  subject. 
Let  us  look  exclusively  to  the  great  interests  of  the 
nation.  Let  us  consider  these  propositions  in  their 
true  character,  as  coming  indiscriminately  from 
large  and  small  States,  and  having  no  other  object 
than  the  welfare  of  the  whole.  Mr.  H.  said,  he 
was  willing  to  admit  that  the  spirit  of  harmony 
and  mutual  concession  could  alone  lead  to  any 
desirable  results  on  this  subject.  It  was  in  that 
spirit  that  the  Constitution  had  been  framed,  and 
by  that  alone  could  its  harmonious  operation  be 
secured.  He  should  certainly  be  one  of  the  last  to 
contend  that  the  great  principle  of  compromise, 
on  which  the  Constitution  was  founded,  and  on 
which  the  dearest  rights,  perhaps  the  existence, 
of  the  small  States,  depended,  should  ever  be  for- 
gotten or  disregarded.  He  contended  only  against 
jealousies  and  struggles  for  political  power.  Hav- 
ing thus  presented  the  question  in  what  he  believed 
to  be  its  true  light,  Mr.  H.  said  he  would  proceed 
to  consider  the  resolution  reported  by  the  commit- 
tee. On  that  part  of  it  which  propjjsesjo  divide 
the  United  States  into  districts  for  tKechoice  of 
Electors,  he  would  make  but  a  single  remark,  as 
he  certainly  did  not  intend  on  the  present  motion 
to  enter  into  a  full  discussion  of  the  subject.  The 
remark  he  would  make,  was,  that  whatever  might 
be  the  advantages  of  the  district  system,  (and  he 
admitted  them  to  be  very  great,)  it  certainly  les- 
sened the  chances  of  effecting  a  choice,  and  indeed 
would,  in  most  cases,  lead  to  a  failure  of  the  elec- 
tion. It  surely,  said  Mr.  H.,  can  require  no  argu- 
ment to  prove  that  the  United  States,  divided  into 
two  parts,  each  expressing  but  one  opinion,  will  be 
less  liable  to  a  division  of  sentiments  than  when 
divided  into  two  hundred  and  sixty  such  parts. 
When  a  Slate  acts  as  a  State,  whether  the  vote 
be  given  by  the  Legislature  or  by  general  ticket, 
there  can  exist  but  one  opinion — the  voice  of  the 
State;  but  the  same  State,  divided  into  districts, 
may  have  as  many  opinions  as  there  are  districts. 
The  merit  of  the  district  system,  then,  depends  on 
the  provision  by  which  it  may  be  accompanied,  as 
to  the  course  to  be  pursued  in  the  event  of  the  fail- 
ure of  the  election  at  the  first  ballot.  He  was  con- 
vinced that  this  failure  would  lake  place  under 
the  district  system  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten,  and, 
therefore,  if  it  were  proposed  on  such  failure  to 
throw  the  election  into  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, or  into  Congress,  the  substance  of  the  prop- 
osition would  be  to  provide  for  the  election  of  the 
Chief  Magistrate  by  Confess,  and  not  by  the 
people.  If,  said  Mr.  H.,  the  district  system  was 
accompanied  by  a  provision,  that,  on  the  failure  of 
the  election  at  the  first  ballot,  it  should  be  sent 
back  to  the  Electors  to  choose  the  President  from 
the  two  highest  candidates,  then  the  system  would 


379 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


380 


381 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


382 


V 

h' 


Senate. 


Amendmmts  to  the  ConstittUion. 


March,  1824. 


March,  1824. 


Ajoendnunta  to  the  Corutitution. 


Senate. 


be  complete,  an  election  of  the  people  would  be 
secured,  and  the  necessity  of  any  interference  on 
the  part  of  Congress  would  be  taken  away.  A 
second  ballot  by  the  Electors  was  the  principle, 
said^lr.  H..  on  which  his  proposition  was  found- 
ed. It  could  be  ingrafted  on  the  district  system, 
or  on  any  other  which  did  not  dispense  with  Elec- 
tors. The  details  of  such  a  system,  he  was  satis- 
fied, could  be  easily  arranged,  and  he  hoped,  at 
some  future  day,  to  see  it  adopted. 

But  what,  said  Mr.  H.,  is  the  substance  of  the 
proposition  now  before  us?  What  will  be  its 
practical  effect?  The, people  are  to  pass  through 
the  form  of  voting  for  a  President,  in  their  respec- 
tive di.stricts,  but  if  no  candidate  ha?  a  majority, 
(and  no  one  will  ever  have  a  majority,  except  it  be 
in  a  very  extraordinary  case,)  then  the  election  is 
to  go  into  Congress — both  branches  of  the  Legisla- 
ture voting  by  polls,  and  not  by  States.  I  con- 
sider, said  Mr.  H.,  the  whole  resolution  to  contain, 
substantially,  nothing  more  than  a  proposition  to 
change  the  voting  in  Congress  by  States  to  a 
joint  ballot,  with  the  further  evil  of  carrying  the 
election,  in  almost  every  instance,  into  Congress. 
It  results,  then,  in  a  proposition  to  elect  the  Presi- 
dent hereafter  by  the  National  Legislature.  Now, 
sir,  said  Mr.  H.,  I  consider  such  a  system  as  preg- 
nant with  dreadful  evils.  It  is  true,  that  it  was 
proposed  in  the  Convention,  but  mature  delibera- 
tion led  to  its  abandonment;  and  when  we  look 
into  the  great  commentary  on  the  Constitution, 
(the  Federalist,)  we  find  the  weighty  reasons  slated 
which  induced  the  Convention  to  prefer  a  choice 
by  Electors,  to  one  by  Congress. 

Can  it  be  necessary,  said  Mr.  H.,  to  point  out 
the  evils  of  choosing  a  President  by  the  National 
Legislature?  He  would  state  some  of  them.  The 
occasion  and  the  nature  of  the  question  now  be- 
fore the  Senate,  would  not  permit  him  to  enlarge. 
The  first  objection  to  the  election  of  a  President 
by  the  National  Legislature,  is  found  in  its  con- 
necting the  Executive  with  the  Legislative  de- 
partment of  the  Government.  It  is  the  theory  of 
our  Government,  that  the  several  departments 
should  be  kept,  as  far  as  possible,  separate  and  dis- 
tinct. If  the  Legislature  shall  be  authorized  to 
choose  the  Executive,  is  it  not  obvious  that  they 
will  be  rendered  mutually  dependent  on  each  other? 
Either  the  Executive  will  be  rendered  the  humble 
tool — the  obedient  servant  of  the  Legislature — or, 
what  is  most  to  be  apprehended,  the  Legislature 
will  become  subservient  to  the  views  of  the  Exe- 
cutive. Judging  from  the  experience  of  the  world, 
I  should  say,  that  a  President  of  the  United  States, 
uniformly  chosen  by  the  National  Legislature, 
would  acquire  a  most  dangerous  influence  over 
all  their  deliberations.  With  an  immense  patron- 
age in  his  hands,  a  President  might  be  able,  by 
feeding  the  hopes  of  greedy  expectants,  to  secure 
his  constant  re-election.  He  would  have  the  means 
of  doing  so,  and  to  insure  his  election  would  be 
the  motive  to  exert  them.  An  ambitious  aspirant 
for  the  Chief  Magistracy  of  this  great  Republic, 
might  have  in  his  power,  by  management  and  in- 
trigue, not  only  to  secure  his  eltjction.  but  to  mould 
the  Legislature  to  his  will.    With  so  great  a  prize 


I  at  stake,  no  exertions  would  be  wanting  to  secure 
j  it.     Promises,   threats,  intrigue,   and  corruption, 
I  would  exhaust  their  resources,   to  influence  and 
I  control  the  Electoral  college.     But  the  higher,  as 
i  well  as  the  baser  motives  of  human  action,  would 
be  enlisted  in  the  service.     Party  spirit,  {)ersonal 
''  and  political  attachments,  would  combine  to  in> 
Huence  the  decision  of  the  Natioual  Legislature 
in  the  choice  of  a  Chief  Magistrate.     Men,  who 
j  would  rise  superior  to  naked  bribery  and  corrup- 
tion, would  be  hurried  on  by  their  passions,  and 
even  by  honorable  ambition,  to  second  the  views 
of  their  favorites.      At  present  Congress  is  con- 
j  sidered  as  a  body  who  may  (in  an  event  not  likely 
to  happen)  be  called  upon  to  elect  the  President. 
But   it   that  election  was  always  to  be  made  by 
{  Congress — if  ambitious  men  were  taught  to  loolc 
I  to  that  body,  and  not  to  the  people,  for  promotion 
I  — who  can  be  so  blind  as  not  to  perceive  that  the 
I  Hall  of  Congress  would  become  the  arena,  where 
we  would  witness  the  most  violent  and  convulsive 
'  struggles  for  power?   The  very  nature  of  the  con- 
test would  have  a  tendency  to  give  to  it  peculiar 
energy  and  bitterness.      Such  is  the  character  of 
man,  that  he  is  always  as  much,  if  not  more,  de- 
voted to  men  than  to  principles.      As  much  as 
we  are  accustomed  to  boast  of  our  exclusive  at- 
tachment to  the  latter,  principles  and  men  can- 
not be  separated.      It  is   imbodied   wisdom   that 
we  admire.      It  is  ''  virtue  confessed   in   human 
shape,"  that  we  love.     It  is  principle  speaking 
in  the  life  and  actions  of  men,  that  comes  home 
to  the  •'  bosoms  and  business*'  of  us  all.     It  was 
this  view  of  the  subject,  the  apprehension  of  the 
dreadful  excitement  which  would  always  prevail 
in  electing  a  President  to  Congress — the  intrigue 
it  would   introduce — the  corruption   to  which  it 
would   give    birth — the  convulsive  struggles  for 
power  —  the   destructive    influence   to   which   it 
would  subject  the   Legislature  of  the  country — 
which  induced  our  fathers  to  lodge  the  power  of 
electing  a  President  in  the  hands  of  the  people. 
They  act,  it  is  true,  by  their  delegates,  but  the 
Electors  must  be  chosen  a  very  short  time  before 
the  day  of  election,  and   having  performed  the 
single  act  confided  to  them,  they  return  immedi- 
ately to  the  body  of  the  people — thus  avoiding  all 
the  dangers  which  might  arise  from  the  employ- 
ment of  a  pre-existing  body  of  men,  for  the  same 
purpose.     Sir,  said  Mr.  H.,  I  cannot  contemplate 
without  anxiety  and   alarm,  the  adoption  of  a 
principle   in   our  Constitution,  which    must,    in 
practice,  almost  invariably  give  the  choice  of  the 
President  to  Congress.     I  cannot  but  foresee  that, 
on  all  future  occasions  that  great  transaction  is 
destined  to  convulse  the  country.     We  have  this 
day  before  our  eyes  a  solemn  warning  of  the  fact. 
When,  at  fuiure  periods,  the  number  of  candi- 
dates shall  be  multiplied — when  parties  shall  be 
formed  in  every  part  of  this  great  empire,  each 
anxious  for  the  triumph  and  zealous  in  the  sup- 
port of  their  favorite — when  the  worst  passions  of 
the  human  heart  shall   be  roused   into  action — 
when  our  affections  >hall  be  estranged  from  our 
friends,  and  our  hearts  embittered  against  each 
other — when  the  whole  interval  between  the  dif- 


ferent elections  shall  be  employed  in  dreadful 
'•  note  of  preparation''  for  the  ensuing  contest — 
can  Congress  (if  they  are  to  elect)  be  free  from  the 
contagion?  Will  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, amidst  the  tumult  of  the  political 
elements,  sit,  like  a  Halcyon,  on  the  waves,  undis- 
turbed spectators  of  surrounding  horrors?  It  is 
greatly  to  be  feared,  sir,  that  their  more  appropri- 
ate emblem,  on  such  an  occasion,  will  be,  that 
dreadful  whirlpool  of  the  North,  which  draws 
into  its  fatal  vortex  every  thing  which  falls  with- 
in the  influence  of  the  eddies  by  which  it  is  sur- 
rounded. 

I  come  now.  .«;aid  Mr.  H.,  to  that  unpleasant 
topic  which  has  been  unhappily  introduced  into 
the  discussion.  1  mean  a  Congressional  Caucus. 
The  honorable  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr. 
Kino,)  in  the  course  of  his  remarks  in  favor  of  an 
indefinite  postponement  of  the  resolutions,  took 
occasion  to  mention,  incidentally,  a  "central 
fwwer,''  which  had  grown  up  at  the  Seat  of  Gov- 
ernment, and  which  was  destined,  hereafter,  to 
control  the  election  of  a  President.  The  gentle- 
men on  the  other  side  have  thought  proper,  in  re- 
ply, to  enter  into  a  vindication  of  a  Congressional 
Caucus  for  the  nomination  of  a  President.  If 
their  arguments  could  be  confined  to  this  hall, 
and  were  not  calculated  to  have  an  influence  on 
public  opinion,  I  would  not,  perhaps,  find  myself 
called  upon  to  notice  them.  But,  believing  that 
the  subject  is  one  of  vast  importance,  that  it 
touches  the  vital  interests  of  the  country,  and 
may,  in  its  remote  consequences,  endanger  liberty 
itself,  I  find  myself  constrained  to  attempt  an  an- 
swer to  the  particular  arguments  which  have  been 
urged.  1  shall  confine  myself  strictly  to  a  defen- 
sive warfare — and  shall  enter  no  further  into  the 
discussion  of  the  subject  than  may  be  neces>ary  to 
reply  to  the  arguments  which  have  been  urged  on 
this  floor. 

It  is  contended  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
Jersey,  (Mr.  Dickerso.n,)  and  the  same  argu- 
ment has  been  urged  by  all  the  gentlemen  who 
have  spoken  on  the  subject,  that  a  Congressional 
caucus  for  the  nomination  of  a  President,  is  not 
liable  to  any  of  the  objections  which  may  be  urged 
against  the  election  of  a  President  by  Congress, 
because  t!be  Senators  and  Representatives,  in  at- 
tending a  caucus,  act  only  in  their  private  capa- 
cities. This  appears  to  me,  said  Mr.  H.,  to  be  a 
fallacy  so  obvious,  that  he  was  at  a  loss  to  con- 
ceive how  any  one  could  be  deceived  by  it.  Sir, 
if  fifty  or  sixty  private  individuals  should  meet  in 
this  city  and  nominate  a  President,  what  effect 
would  be  produced  by  it  ?  Would  it  be  an  event 
looked  to  with  anxiety  from  every  part  of  the 
country?  Would  it  divide  the  nation  into  par- 
ties, or  challenge  the  praise  or  the  censure  of  every 
freeman  in  the  land?  No,  sir;  it  is  because  the 
gentlemen  who  compose  such  a  meeting  are  mem- 
bers of  Congress — it  is  the  authority  with  which 
they  are  clothed,  that  gives  influence  and  effect 
to  their  proceedings.  But  for  this,  no  such  meet- 
ing would  be  held.  They  me«t  in  their  charac- 
ter of  members  of  Congress,  or  they  would  not 
meet  at  all.     It  is  true,  they  do  not  meet  to  per- 


'  form  a  Legislative  duty,  and  the  very  objection 
to  the  proceeding  is,  that  they  step  beyond  the 
line  of  their  peculiar  and  appropriate  duties,  and 
use  the  influence  attached  to  their  offices  for  the 
promotion  of  an  object  not  within  their  Congress- 
ional powers,  and  with  which  the  spirit  of  the 
Constitution  forbids  them  to  interfere.  To  show, 
conclusively,  that  it  is  the  influence  attached  to 
the  office  of  a  member  of  Congress  which  is  the 
foundation  of  a  Congressional  caucus,  and  that  it 
is  expressly  in  their  character  of  members  of  Con- 
gress that  gentlemen  attend  such  a  meeting,  Mr. 
H.  adverted  to  the  fact  that  none  other  are  invited 
or  suffered  to  attend.  If  gentlemen  acted  only  in 
their  private  capacities,  every  American  citizen — 
certainly  every  inhabitant  of  this  District,  would 
be  at  liberty  to  unite  with  them.  Look,  too,  at  the 
forms  of  proceeding  in  such  cases;  the  Hall  of 
Legislation  is  appropriated  to  their  use;  the  Speak- 
er's chair  is  occupied  by  the  Chairman  ;  the  offi- 
cers of  the  House  are  stationed  at  the  door  to  pre- 
vent the  entrance  of  any  members  of  Congress, 
who  are  called  up  by  States  to  give  their  suffrages. 
After  this,  tell  us  not  that  gentlemen  act  in  their 
private  capacities,  and  that,  as  members  of  Con- 
gress, they  have  no  concern  in  the  transaction ! 
Sir,  said  Mr.  H.,  I  deny  that  a  man  can  put  off 
and  put  on,  at  pleasure,  the  official  garb  with 
which  he  is  clothed.  A  man  clothed  with  Exe- 
cutive authority  cannot,  as  a  private  citizen,  per- 
form Legislative  duties  ;  neither  can  a  member  of 
Congress  put  off  his  character,  and,  as  a  private 
citizen,  interfere  with  matters  which  the  Consti- 
tution has  wisely  prohibited  him  fjrom  meddling 
with.  I  have  heard,  sir,  said  Mr.  H.,  of  a  priest, 
who,  walking  to  church  in  his  robes  of  office,  re- 
ceived an  insult ;  he  threw  off  his  gown,  exclaim- 
ing, "  Lie  there,  dimnUy,  until  I  punish  that  ras- 
cal ;"  and  having,  in  his  private  capacity,  inflicted 
the  chastisement,  he  resumed  the  character  of  a 
clergyman,  and  proceeded  to  preach  up  ''  char- 
ity, and  forgiveness  of  injuries,  love  to  God,  and 
good  will  towards  man."  If  there  be,  said  Mr. 
H.,  any  sound  distinction,  any  safe  rule  by  which 
the  private  and  public  acts  of  an  individual  can 
be  ascertained,  it  must  be  this — that  matters, 
altogether  of  a  private  nature  belong  to  the  one, 
while  matters  of  a  public  nature  belong  to  the 
other.  Bring  a  Congressional  caucus  to  this  test. 
The  choice  of  a  President  is  a  public  matter ;  it 
is  a  business  provided  for  by  the  Constitution ; 
the  manner  in  which  it  is  to  be  done  is  pre- 
scribed ;  the  members  ot  Congress  are  prohibited 
from  being  Electors,  and  t)ie  Senators  can,  in  no 
possible  event,  have  any  thing  to  do  with  it.  It 
cannot  be  possible,  therefore,  for  members  of  Con- 
gress, as  such,  to  meddle  with  it.  Not  being  a  pri- 
vate matter,  if  they  act  on  it  at  all  collectively,  as  a 
body,  and  by  virtue  of  their  office,  it  cannot  be  said 
that  they  act  in  their  private  capacities.  I  will  pro- 
ceed, said  Mr.  H.,  to  give  one  or  two  ilusirations  of 
this  subject,  which  I  think  will  remove  any  doubts 
which  may  still  rest  upon  it.  Suppose  the  Presi- 
dent and  Heads  of  Departments  were  to  meet 
together  in  their  private  capacities,  were  to  nomi- 
nate their  successors,  and  were  to  proclaim  such 
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a  nomination  to  the  American  people.  The 
country  would  ring  with  denunciations  of  the  act, 
the  charges  of  usurpation,  tyranny,  and  corrup- 
tion, would  rise  up  in  every  corner  of  the  land, 
and  they  would  meet  the  just  vengeance  of  an  in- 
jured people!  And  yet,  havtj  not  the  President 
and  Heads  of  Departments  as  much  a  right  to  act, 
and  to  speak,  in  their  private  capacities,  as  any 
other  members  of  the  Government  ?  They  are 
no  more  prohibited  from  nominating  a  President 
than  are  the  members  of  Congress;  and  more 
danger  is  to  be  apprehended  from  the  influence  of 
the  latter  than  the  former.  Suppose  the  Judges 
of  the  Supreme  Court  were  to  step  from  the  bench, 
put  ofl*  their  robes,  and,  after  public  notice,  were 
to  proceed,  in  their  private  capacities,  to  nominate 
a  President,  and  publish  that  nomination  to  the 
world!  How  would  such  a  proceeding  be  rel- 
ished ?  And  yet,  the  Executive  and  Judiciary 
nave  certainly  an  equal  right  with  the  Legislature 
to  proceed  to  such  a  nomination,  in  their  private 
capacities.  Again,  suppose  the  Governors  of  the 
several  States  were  to  consult  and  vote  on  the 
subject,  and  announce  the  result  to  the  world,  in 
order  to  produce  union  among  the  people.  What 
would  we  think  of  such  a  proceeding?  But,  I 
will  put,  said  Mr.  H.,  a  still  stronger  case — one 
perfectly  analogous  to  that  under  consideration. 
Suppose  a  jury  appointed  to  try  a  cause,  civil  or 
criminal.  The  law  prescribes  the  place,  the  time, 
the  mode  and  manner,  m  which  the  question  is  to 
be  officially  investigated,  and  decided.  But  these 
jurors  think  proper  to  meet  together,  previous  to 
the  trial,  in  their  private  capacities,  to  investigate 
the  merits  of  the  case  ;  they  come  to  a  decision 
and  publish  the  result!  Would  it  be  any  excuse 
for  such  a  proceeding  to  allege,  that  they  did  not 
act  as  jurors,  but  in  their  private  capacities  ?  And 
with  what  color  of  reason  could  such  an  excuse 
be  made,  if  it  were  shown  that  they  were  sum- 
moned to  the  meeting  as  jurors  eo  nomine,  that 
none  other  were  admitted,  that  they  appointed  a 
foreman,  passed  through  all  the  forms  of  a  trial, 
and  in  the  name  and  character  of  jurors,  pro- 
claimed the  result.  Now,  said  Mr.  H.,  there  is  a 
more  striking  analogy  between  that  case  and  the 
proceeding  now  under  consideration,  than  gentle- 
men will  be  disposed  to  admit.  The  House  of 
Representatives  may,  in  one  event,  be  called  up- 
on to  choose  the  President.  The  Constitution  has 
prescribed  the  time  and  place,  and  all  the  formal- 
ities of  that  proceeding;  but,  before  the  occasion 
occurs,  the  members  of  that  House  meet  together 
m  their  private  capacities,  and  examine  the  claims 
of  the  candidates, -slnd  without  the  light  which 
further  ame  and  a  more  deliberate  examination 
might  afford,  to  make  a  choice,  and  publish  the 
result,  it  IS  true,  that  the  proceeding,  in  both 
cases,  is  without  legal  authority,  and  is  not  bind- 
ing, but  It  is  calculated  to  produce  a  dangerous 
influence,  and  is,  therefore,  wholly  indefensible. 
To  illustrate  the  truth  that  legislators  cannot,  con- 
sistently with  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution,  act 
in  their  private  capacities  on  matters  which  may 
come  before  them  officially,  it  may  be  asked, 
whether  it  would  be  justifiable  for  a  majority  of 


this  Senate,  as  a  party,  to  meet  together  habit- 
ually, in  their  private  capacities,  and  determine, 
by  a  majority,  what  measures  they  should,  as  a 
body,  support  or  oppose  ?  By  such  an  arrange- 
ment, all  the  guards  by  which  pure  and  enlight- 
ened legislation  is  secured  would  be  destroyed,  and  a 
small  minority  might  sway  the  Senate.  A  Con- 
gressional caucus  IS  open  to  the  same  objection. 
1  confess,  sir,  said  Mr.  H.,  I  have  serious  fears  that, 
should  the  caucus  system  be  flrmly  established  in 
this  country,  it  will  eventually  lead  to  the  total 
destruction  of  the  rights  of  the  small  States,  and 
that  the  clause  in  the  Constitution,  which  secures 
their  just  weight  in  the  choice  of  a  President,  will 
be  virtually  repealed.  Once  recognise  the  distinc- 
tion between  a  man's  public  and  private  capacity, 
in  relation  to  public  matters,  and  what  is  to  re- 
strain a  few  of  the  large  States  from  appointing 
delegates,  or  instructing  their  members  of  Con- 
gress to  meet  in  caucus,  and  determine,  by  a  ma- 
jority of  votes,  how  these  States  shall  act,  and 
whom  they  shall  support  ?  I  shall  add  nothing 
further,  said  Mr.  H.,  in  answer  to  the  honorable 
gentlemen,  on  this  point. 

The  next  argument  urged,  is,  that  a  Congres- 
sional caucus  is  free  from  objection,  because  it 
does  not  profess  to  elect,  but  only  to  nominate  a 
President.  Now,  I  would  ask  whether  the  design 
of  this  nomination  is  not  to  procure  the  election 
of  some  individual  who  would  not  be  elected  with- 
out It  ?  If  such  be  not  the  object,  and  if  such 
were  not  the  results  hoped  for,  no  nomination 
would  be  made  ;  no  caucus  would  be  held.  But, 
if  a  nomination  is  to  have  the  effect  of  promoting 
a  man  to  the  Presidency  who  would  not  other- 
wise be  promoted,  it  virtually  amounts  to  an  elec- 
tion ;  and  is  it  any  answer  to  this  argument  to 
say,  that  it  is  produced  altogether  by  the  author- 
ity and  influence  of  members  of  Congress  ?  Or, 
is  not  that  the  most  objectionable  means  by  which 
an  election  can  be  eflected  ?  But,  sir.  said  Mr. 
H.,  let  us  bring  this  question  to  the  test  of  prin- 
ciple, and  see  if  the  practice  I  am  controverting 
will  not  directly  deprive  the  people  of  the  right  of 
choosing  among  the  several  candidates  for  the 
Presidency?  If  a  Congressional  caucus  be  right 
in  principle,  as  the  gentlemen  allege,  it  follows, 
that  the  friends  of  all  the  candidates  ought  to  at- 
tend, and  that,  the  strength  of  each  being  ascer- 
tained, the  strongest  should  be  supported  by  all, 
and  the  others  should  be  withdrawn.  Thus,  the 
people  will  be  deprived  of  the  right  of  choosing, 
and  must,  of  necessity,  take  the  man  recommended 
to  them.  Take  the  case  of  two  candidates  only, 
and  such  a  case  has  occurred.  A  caucus  decides 
between  them,  the  other  is  bound  to  withdraw; 
he  can,  on  principle,  no  longer  be  a  candidate; 
his  friends  cannot  support  him  ;  and,  though  nine- 
lenths  of  the  people  should  prefer  him,  he  cannot, 
as  a  man  of  principle,  even  consent  to  serve.  Take 
another  case.  Suppose  there  should  be  five  can- 
didates— the  five  most  prominent  and  popular 
men  in  the  country.  Apply  the  caucus  principle, 
and  It  results  in  presenting  but  one  candidate  to 
the  people,  and  they  must  take  him,  or  look  out 
at  the  elerenth  hour  for  a  new  man,  which,  under 


such  circumstances,  would   be  impo^sible.     The 

f)rinciple  of  a  Congressional  caucus,  therefore, 
eads  inevitably,  and  of  necessity,  to  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  right  of  tli<f  people  to  elect  the  Presi- 
dent, and  if  it  does  nut,  in  practice,  produce  that 
result,  it  is  only  because  so  many  of  us  are  such 
political  heretics  as  to  refuse  to  recognise  it;  and 
because  the  several  candidates  and  their  friends 
*  will  not  consent  to  abide  by  it.  But,  let  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  gentleman  prevail,  and  the  Presi- 
dent will,  hereafter,  be  virtually  elected  by  a  cau- 
cus in  Washington,  and  not  by  the  people.  Now, 
said  Mr.  H.,  there  is  not  an  objection  which  ap- 
plies to  the  election  of  a  President  by  the  National 
Legislature,  which  does  not  apply  much  more 
strongly  to  a  virtual  election  by  a  Congressional 
caucus.  Does  the  former  disturb  legislation,  ting- 
ing every  legislative  act  with  parly  views  and 
feelings,  so,  in  a  greater  degree,  does  the  latter. 
The  letter  and  spirit  of  the  Constitution  is  opposed 
to  every  species  of  interference,  by  the  members  of 
Congress,  in  the  election  of  a  President,  except  in 
the  particular  case  of  a  failure  by  the  people  to 
elect.  Then,  and  not  till  then,  are  Congress  per- 
mitted to  interfere  ;  and  the  mode  in  which  they 
are  then  to  proceed  is  minutely  prescribed.  The 
House  of  Representatives  only  are  to  have  any 
concern  in  the  transaction,  and  they  must  vote  by 
Stales.  They  are  not  permitted  to  elect  any  can- 
didate according  to  their  own  views,  feelings,  or 
opinions,  but  they  are  compelled  to  choose  one  of 
three  candidates  previously  elected  and  presented 
to  them  by  the  people.  But  a  Congressional  cau- 
cus is  composed  of  Senators,  as  well  as  members 
of  the  House  of  RepresVnfatives,  the  former  of 
whom  are  wisely  excluded,  by  the  Constitution, 
from  voting  on  such  a  subject,  because  the  tenure 
of  their  office  renders  them  peculiarly  liable  to 
influence.  They  proceed  to  nominate  the  Presi- 
dent before  the  people  have  proceeded  lo  the  elec- 
tion ;  they  choose  not  from  the  candidates  pre- 
sented to  them  by  the  people,  but  according  to  their 
own  pleasure,  and  are  influenced  by  personal  pref- 
erences ;  and,  lastly,  they  make  such  a  nomina- 
tion, not  in  the  extraordinary  case  (which  may 
not  occur  once  in  a  century)  provided  for  in  the 
Constitution,  but  at  every  election — once  in  every 
four  years.  Now,  when  to  all  this  we  add  that, 
from  the  very  nature  of  things,  a  caucus  never 
will  be  composed  of  more  than  a  portion  of  the 
members  of  Congress,  so  that  the  vote  of  an  indi- 
vidual will  be  of  such  consequence  as  to  justify 
the  extraordinary  eflbrls  to  obtain  it;  when  it  is 
recollected  that  a  caucus  nomination,  every  four 
year.-,  will  keep  the  matter  constantly  before  Con- 
gress, can  any  man,  who  reflects  on  the  subiect, 
fail  to  see  that  the  triumph  and  final  establish- 
ment of  the  caucus  system  in  Congress,  must  not 
only  supersede  and  control  the  Constitution,  but 
involves  the  introduction,  into  the  Halls  of  Con- 
gress, of  excitement,  pariy  feeling,  management, 
and,  finally,  of  intrigue  and  corruption  ;  at  the 
bare  contemplation  of  which  the  heart  of  the  pat- 
riot must  sicken,  and  his  anticipations  of  future 
glory  be  converted  into  the  most  gloomy  fore- 
bodings. 
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Gentlemen  tell  us  that  a  caucus  is  necessary  to 
promote  union.  Should  such  a  measure  ever  pro- 
mote union,  it  can  only  be  by  controlling  the  will 
and  stifling  the  voice  of  the  people.  But  it  seems 
to  me,  said  Mr.  H.,  that,  so  far  from  promoting 
harmony  and  union,  a  caucus  is  calculated  to 
sow  the  seeds  of  dissension,  and  to  prevent  the 
possibility  of  union.  To  all  the  difficulties  of 
selecting  among  men,  is  superadded  the  hostil- 
ity created  by  the  agitation  of  the  caucus  ques- 
tion. The  degree  of  support  to  be  yielded,  or  of 
opposition  to  be  offered,  to  such  a  nomination, 
will  always  be  a  fruitful  source  of  endless  contests 
and  animosities. 

As  a  party  measure,  a  caucus  may,  in  some 
instances,  tend  to  promote  union.  In  such  a  case, 
two  candidates  at  least  would  be  presented  to  the 
people,  for  their  choice.  But,  where  all  the  can- 
didates are  of  the  same  party,  the  only  effect  of  a 
caucus  must  be  to  elevate  a  favorite  individual, 
by  putting  all  the  other  candidates  out  of  the  way, 
and  thus  to  take  the  choice  from  the  people,  or 
from  the  States.  If  a  caucus  is  to  be  resoried  to 
at  every  Presidential  election,  and  Congress  is,  by  a 
preliminary  vote,  in  joint  ballot,  to  determine  who 
is  to  be  supported  as  President,  it  is  manifest  that 
the  effect  will  be,  to  bring  the  election  practically 
into  Congress  voting  by  polls  and  not  by  States; 
and  thus  the  wise  provisions  of  the  Constitution 
will  be  repealed,  without  the  least  regard  to  the 
forms  pre.scribed  by  that  instrument.  Gentlemen 
will  surely  not  venture  to  affirm  that  union  will 
be  promoted  by  such  means. 

Much  more  might  be  said  on  this  subject,  said 
Mr.  H.,  but  he  had  not  only  confined  himself  to 
the  general  question,  but  had  merely  attempted  to 
reply  to  the  arguments  urged  on  the  other  side. 
Of  the  particular  character  of  the  late  meeting  in 
W^ashingion,  he  had  said  nothing,  and  alluded  to 
it  now  only  to  disclaim  any  intention  to  wound 
the  feelings  or  impeach  the  motives  of  any  of  the 
gentlemen  connected  with  it.  He  entertained  for 
them,  collectively,  much  respect,  and  cherished 
for  several  of  them,  individually,  sentiments  of 
great  esteem. 

[In  the  course  of  Mr.  H.'s  remarks,  he  was  in- 
terrupted by  Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  who  rose  to 
a  point  of  order.  Mr.  K.  stated  that  he  was  not 
in  health  to  attend  the  Senate  yesterday ;  and  he 
did  not  know,  precisely,  the  course  which  the  dis- 
cussion had  tiien  taken.  But  he  considered  the 
present  topic  as  having  no  relation  to  the  subject 
before  the  Senate;  and,  consequently,  the  intro- 
duction of  it  as  being  a  violation  of  the  rules  of 
this  body.  He  therefore  called  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  to  order. 

The  Chair  observed,  that  a  wide  range  had 
been  allowed  in  the  discussion  of  this  subject  yes- 
terday ;  and  while  it  entertained  the  hope  that 
that  discussion  would  not  be  extended,  was,  at  the 
same  time,  of  opinion,  that  members  had  a  right 
to  be  heard,  in  answer  to  any  arguments  which 
had  been  brought  forward  yesterday.  The  mem- 
ber from  South  Carolina  was  declared  to  be  in 
order.] 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  Virginia,  considered  this  debate 
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as  entirely  out  of  order,  and  foreign  to  the  subject 
before  the  Senate.     The  question  has  been  dis- 
cussed, as  it  were  a  contest  for  power,  between  } 
the  large  and  the  small  States — as  if  each  was 
endeavoring  to  effect  the  purposes  of  its  own  am-  j 
bition — as  if  these  amendments  were  so  many  ne- ' 
farious  designs  to  satisfy  the  ambition  and  avarice  j 
of  the  one  or  the  oth«'r.     If  it  be  true,  that  the  , 
question  is  not.  whether  one  State  is  to  pilfer  from  ! 
the  other,  the  great  from  the  small,  or  the  small  i 
from  the  great,  still,  he  asked,  what  prospect  there  { 
was  of  adopting  any  thing  that  is  salutary  under  | 
circumstances  attended  with  so  much  exasperation,  i 
Mr.  T.  said,  he  had  seconded  the  motion  of  the  , 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  for  postponement — 
both  of  us  have  bantlings  of  our  own  upon  the  ta- 
ble; but  we  are  willing  to  part  with  them  to  give 
limeformatureconsideration.  Mr.  T. said  he  would 
take  these  different  propositions  home  with  him 
and  study  them  carefully.     The  true  question  is, 
whether  we  will  have  a  confederated,  or  a  consol- 
idated Government.     Some  are  in   favor  of  one, 
and  some  of  the  other.     The  inquiry  ought  to  be, 
how  far  these  amendments  will  go  to  cure  the 
evils  of  the  Constitution,  or   to   introduce  others 
into  it.     He  meant  only  to  show  the  propriety  of 
postponing  this  subject,  until  it  should  be  thor- 
oughly considered.     If  the  gentlemen  will  advert 
to  the  nature  of  our   Government,  they  will  see 
enough  for  observation.     It  is  said  to  be  a  great 
machine;' and  we  are  told   that   the  people   are 
a  safeguard    against   any    disarrangement  in    it. 
When  have   they  proved   so?     Were   the   people 
able  to  preserve  their  liberty,  in   the  lime  of  the 
French  Convention  ?     Other  gentlemen  will  tell 
you,  that  the  people  are  their  own  worst  enemies. 
Perhaps,  neither  of  these  are    perfectly   correct. 
One  of  the  Gods  of  ancient  times,  has  told  us, 

"  In  raeJio  tutissimua  ibi«." 

There  should  be  an  intermediate  controlling 
power.  The  great  question  to  be  considered  is, 
whether  any  amendment  of  the  Constitution  will 
obviate  the  objections  alleged  against  h.  We 
must  not  place  too  much  reliance  on  the  word 
"people."  Mr.  Taylor  said,  the  idea  occurred 
to  him,  that  the  Federal  Government  was  an  im- 
mense machine — that  the  State  governments  were 
the  safety-valves,  to  let  off  the  gas  of  exclusive 
interests.  While  these  safety-valves  are  kept  in 
operation,  and  this  gas  ii  thus  discharged,  the 
country  will  go  on  well  enough.  But  when  they 
stop,  and  the  gas  comes  to  be  concentrated,  there 
is  great  danger  to  the  whole  machine.  Mr.  T. 
said  he  would  conclude  by  telling  an  anecdote 
which  occurred  to  his  recollection,  and  which  all 
would  probably  remember.  James  the  Second 
once  called  on  two  of  his  Bishops,  to  know  if,  in 
their  opinions,  he  had  not  a  right  to  take  the  prop- 
erty of  his  people  as  he  pleased.  Bishop  A,  (he 
did  not  remember  their  names,)  said  he  certainly 
bad  that  right — the  King  was  the  vicegerent  of 
God;  and  he  had  certainly  a  right  to  appropriate 
the  property  of  his  subjects  as  he  saw  fit — he 
might  employ  the  men  and  the  money,  as  he 
pleased.    The  King  then  asked  Bishop  B,  what 


he  thought  of  the  doctrine  of  his  brother  Bishop  ? 
"  Why,"  says  B,  "  I  think  the  King  has  a  right  to 
take  the  property  of  my  brother  A.  because  he  has 
given  it  to  him.  But  I  think  he  has  no  right  to 
take  mine."  The  basis  of  liberty  is  upon  this 
point.  When  you  revert  to  the  geographical  dis- 
tinctions of  this  country,  do  you  think  the  people 
will  display  the  servility  of  Bishop  A?  Why  i.s 
the  remark  of  Bishop  B  so  much  praised  ?  Be- 
cause the  true  doctrine  is,  that  representation  and 
taxation  >hall  go  hand  in  hand.  The  King  could 
not  take  his  money,  because  he  did  not  represent 
him.  This  doctrine,  Mr.  T.  applied  to  the  amend- 
ments proposed  to  the  Constitution,  to  test  their 
agreement  with  the  spirit  of  our  representative 
Government,  &c. 

Mr.  Barbour,  of  Virginia,  then  rose.     He  had 
prepared,  he  said,  to  give  a  silent  vote  on  this  ques- 
tion ;  but,  as   the  unpleasant  topic   of  yesterdav 
had  been  brought  again  before  the  Senate,  he  felt 
it  his  duty  to  say  something  upon  it.     Some  cir- 
cumstances and   reflections  had  been   introduced, 
to  which   he  conceived   a   reply  to  be  necessary. 
He  intended  to  place  the  meeting  which  bad  been 
alluded  to,  on  what  he  conceived  to  be  defensible 
ground.     His  remarks  would   necessarily  be  de- 
sultory.    But,  as  the  question   before  the  Senate 
was  upon  the  amendments  to  the  Constitution,  it 
was  due  to  the  body  which  he  had   the   honor  to 
address,  to  make  some  remarks  in  reference  thereto. 
Am  regards    the   Constitution    of    the   United 
States,  Mr.  B.  said,  he  always  approached  it  with 
reverence ;  in  the  wisdom  of  its  provisions,  he  saw 
the  great  source  of  the  happiness  and  prosperity 
of  the  country.     Our  ancestors,  who  emigrated 
here,    brought  with    them    that   inextinguishable 
love  of  freedom  which  enabled  them   to  pass,  id 
success,  the  waste  of  waters,  and   in  a  howling 
wilderness  to  lay  the  foundation  of  a  mighty  em- 
pire, whose  astonishing  growth  and  happiness  are 
ascribable,  in  great  part,  to  this  instrument.     But 
still,  deeply  as  he   felt   impressed  with   the  sacred 
character  of  this  instrument,  his  reverence  did  not 
amount  to  idolatry  ;  he  knew  it  was  the  work  of 
man  ;  that  it  was  made  in  the  infancy  of  political 
science,  and   before  experience  in   the  secrets  of 
self-government   had  furnished  a  guide.     It  was 
justly  entitled  to  admiration  ;  not  that  there  were 
no  errors  in  it,  but  becau.se  it   had  so  nearly  an- 
swered, in  practical  operation,  all  the  purposes  for 
which  It  was  established.  Although  it  was  an  ob- 
ject of  reverence,  it  should  not  be  of  idolatry  ;  we 
should  leave  ourselves  open  toa  conviction  of  itsde- 
fects  ;  and  it  behooves  tho.se,  whom  the  people  have 
intrusted  to  look  after  their  interests,  to  profit  by  ex- 
perience ;  and,  if  any  error  pre.nents  itself,  to  correct 
and  amend  it.  But,  he  well  recollected  the  old  adage, 
thatpeopleshould  be  contented  when  they  are  doing 
well;  lest,  in  trying  to  do  belter,  they  ."ihould  only 
make  their  condition  worse.  It  is  a  good  maxim  in 
government — particularly   in  legislation.     When 
he  looked  round  the  country,  Mr.  B.  said,  he  could 
see  no  great  impending  evils  to  dread.    He  would 
not  say  ihat   be  himself  bad   not  been  di.xposed, 
heretofore,  to  propose  amendments  to  the  Consti- 
tution.    It  is  the  natural  disposition  of  mankind, 


to  think  that  we  can  see  deeper  into  affairs  than 
our  neighbors  ;  and  he  once  thought  so,  in  regard 
to  the  Constitution  ;  perhaps  it  was  vanity  in  nim 
to  think  so.     The  honorable  gentleman  from  New 
Jersey  saw  fit  to  advise  the  Senate,  some  days 
since,  that  the  plan  which   he,  (Mr.  Barbour) 
had  proposed,  had   failed.     But  that  plan  did  not 
propose  a  change  in  the   foundation  of  that  com- 
promise, which  led  to  the  adoption  of  the  Consti- 
tution.    If  he  found  it  impossible  to  unite  this 
body,  upon  that  proposition,  and  if  they  rejected 
that  amendment,  he  asked,  what  prospect   there 
was  of  obtaining  the  passage  of  an  amendment, 
which  was  going  to  dislocate  the  most  important 
parts  of  the  Government,  by  changing  the  relative 
power  between  the  small  and  large  States,  in  the 
election  of  the  Chief  Magistrate  ?     In  his  opin- 
ion, Mr.  B.  said,  it  was  unnecessary  to  consume 
the  time  of  Congress,  when  it  was  quite  impossi- 
ble to  come  to  any  result  upon  ihissubiecl.    There 
are  now  two  distinct  propositions  before  ihe  Sen- 
ate.    The  one  proposes   to  divide   the  States  into 
district.*:;  and.  when   the  election  is  not  made  in 
the  first  instance,  it  is  to  be  carried  to  the  two. 
Houses  of  Congress.     The  other  gives  fhe  elec- 
tion of  President  directly  to   the  people — and,  in 
the  event  of  a  failure  to  choose,  by  the  House  of 
Representatives,  voting  by  States.     Now,  what  is 
the  spirit  of  the  Constitution  ?     It  is  partly  Fed- 
eral and  partly  National.     The  influence  of  the 
Stales  would   be  destroyed  entirely,  as  sovereign 
and  independent   Slates,  by  cutting  them  un  into 
districts.     The  great  State  of  New  York,  (for  the 
sceptre  has   now  departed   out   of  Judah,  and  we 
must  look  up  to  New  York  as  the  greatest  Slate.) 
— the  great   State  of  New  York,  by  this  system, 
would  be  reduced,  in  point  of  influence,  to  a  level 
with  the  small  State  of  Delaware.     So  in  a  refer- 
ence of  the  election   immediately  to   the  people, 
the  federative  character  of  the  Government  would 
be   destroyed   entirely.     The   Government  would 
be  entirely  national,  and  not  federal.  But,  Mr.  Bar- 
bour said,  he  would  not,  at  this  time,  go  into  any 
further  consideration  of  these  amendments,  as  he 
had,  on  former  occasions,  delivered  his  sentiments 
fully  on  the  subject.     He  concurred  with  his  hon- 
orable colleague,  in  the  opinion,  that  it  would  be 
belter  to  wait  until   the  evils  of  the  present   sys- 
tem became  more  manifest ;  and  then  it  would  be 
early  enough  to  suggest  amendments.     He  would 
not   now   take  notice  of  the  observations  which 
had  been  heretofore  made,  upon  the  different  modes 
of  appointing  Electors,  which  had   been  adopted 
by  the  different   States.     The   Constitution  gave 
an   undoubted   power  to  the   Slate   Legislatures, 
to  determine  the  roaoner  in  which   the  Electors 
shall  be  chosen.     Some  of  the  Legislatures  retain 
the  right  to  choose  them,  in   their  own   hands  ; 
some   choose  by  a   general  ticket ;  others   by  dis- 
tricts— according  to  their  sovereign  pleasure.     He 
could  not  see  that  any  mischief  had  resulted  from 
this  practice.     He  thought  it  better  to  lake  a  longer 
time  to  develope  the  provisions  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, as  it  now  stands,  and  be  sure  you  see  the  re- 
medy, as  well  as  the  evil,  before  any  change  should 
be  made  in  it.  It  was  not  impossible  that  a  change 


might  introduce  still  greater  errors.  The  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Mills)  has  pro- 
duced an  amendment,  to  restore  the  Constitution 
to  the  situation  in  which  it  originally  stood,  in  re- 
spect to  the  election  of  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent, This  shows  that  it  is  doubted,  by  some, 
whether  the  amendment  which  has  already  been 
made  has  proved  beneficial.  It  may  be  matter  of 
speculation,  whether  the  difficulties  we  see,  are 
not  rather  the  result  of  the  infirmities  of  our  na- 
ture, than  of  the  Constitution.  For  these  reasons, 
Mr.  B.  said,  he  was  in  favor  of  indefinite  post- 
ponement. 

He  came  now  to  the  topic  to  which  he  had  first 
alluded.  He  must  be  permitted  to  mingle  his  re- 
gret with  that  of  the  other  members,  that  such  a 
subject  had  been  introduced  into  this  body ;  not 
that  he  had  the  slightest  objection  to  a  critical 
examination  of  it.  Whatever  had  been  done,  in 
reference  to  ihai  subject,  was  not  secret,  it  was 
done  in  public  ;  it  was  done  before  the  people  ;  and 
their  decision  will  be  made  upon  it.  Whatever  of 
malice  there  was  in  human  nature,  had  been  utter- 
ed against  the  individuals  who  attended  that  meet- 
ing. He  did  not  regret  that  the  subject  had  found 
its  way  here,  because  he  feared  a  fair  investiga- 
tion of^  it,  but  because,  into  this  body,  subjects  of 
that  kind  ought  not  to  be  introduced.  It  could 
not  have  failed  to  bring  forth  the  expression  of 
feelings  which  ought  not  to  be  indulged  here. 
When  that  meeting  was  represented  as  a^  great 
central  power,  which  was  about  to  overwhelm 
the  Constitution,  surely  those  who  heard  it,  and 
who  attended  that  meeting,  could  not  refrain  from 
replying.  If  there  was  any  spot  on  earth,  which 
he  considered  as  consecrated  to  peace  and  har- 
mony, it  was  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  It 
should  be  our  political  holy  of  holies — where  the 
brand  of  discord  was  never  to  be  thrown — where 
tranquillity  and  mature  deliberation  should  acquire 
the  resf)ect  of  the  people.  He  had  considered  this 
body  the  sheet-anchor  of  the  nation — as  presenting 
a  limit  to  the  waves  of  the  other  branch,  and  equal- 
ly inaccessible  to  Executive  influence — a  body, 
whose  character  for  propriety  should  never  be 
jeopardized.  He  believed  the  nation  had  indulged 
a  confidence  that,  whatever  storms  might  rage 
elsewhere,  nothing  but  coolness  and  deliberation 
would  preside  here.  Is  this  question  one  that,  in 
its  discussion,  is  calculated  to  promote  the  dignity 
of  this  body  ?  Is  it  one  that  is  calculated  to  enter 
this  Hall?  Surely  not.  And  what  is  the  gentle- 
man's apology  for  introducing  the  subject?  The 
gentleman  from  New  Jersey  charged  him  with 
having  changed  his  opinion,  in  respect  to  the  pro- 
priety of  amending  the  Constitution;  that,  last 
year,  he  was  in  favor  of  an  amendment^  and  this 
year  opposed  to  it.  The  gentleman  from  New 
York  states  as  a  reason  tor  this  change,  that  a  cen- 
tral power,  of  an  alarming  character,  had  since 
sprang  up  to  his  view.  The  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  (Mr,  Hayne)  has  charged  the  gentle- 
man from  Maryland  (Mr.  Smith)  with  having 
been  first  to  mention  the  word  "caucus,"  Thiv, 
Mr,  B,  said,  he  thought  was  unjust.  If  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  (Mr.   Kino)  did  not 
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make  use  of  the  word,  nobody  could  mistake  the  tant  can  result  from  such  a  meeting,  unless  the 
meaning  of  his  "  great  central  power."  The  gen-  candidate  selected  is  a  popular  man.  The  simple 
tleman's  description  bore  the  name  upon  its  front.  !  reason  for  holding  such  a  meeting  is,  that  the  per- 
To  an  unadvised  stranger,  who  had  heard  the  ;  sons  who  go  into  it  are  the  representatives  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  it  would  seem  that  a  i  people— that  they  best  know  the  sentiments  of  the 
monster  of  yesterday  had  sprung  up,  who  was  1  people— they,  therefore,  meet  to  recommend  can- 
threatening  to  devastate  the  country— and  yet,  didates.  If  this  be  not  the  correct  way,  what 
Mr.  B.  asked,  was  this  any  new  measure  ?  Was  ;  other  will  you  substitute  ?  By  private  recommen- 
itnot  adopted  in  1800, 1804,  1808, 1812,  and  1816  ?  •  daiion,  and,  as  a  consequence,  irresponsible,  or  to 
Yet  it  did  not  then  meet  the  gentleman's  atten-  i  the  conflicting  presses  ?  Mr.  B.  said,  he  was  the 
tion,  or  call  forth  such  violent  reprehension  from  1  last  man  who  would  lift  his  voice  to  curtail  the 
him  ;  but,  in  1S24,  it  suddenly  swells  to  a  great  !  liberty  of  the  press.  No,  even  in  the  rank  luxuri- 
measure,  threatening  destruction  to  the  Constiiu-  !  ance  of  its   licentiousness,   let   it 


tion.  Whence  did  the  system  originate?  Mr. 
B.  believed,  with  the  Revolution  itself.  It  was 
the  venerated  Samuel  Adams,  or  his  father,  who 
first  suggested  it.  It  had  its  origin  in  the  spirit 
that  gave  birth  to  this  nation.  Wherever  freemen 
are,  they  will  assemble  and  converse  freely  about 
men  and  measures.  And  a  custom  that  has  pro- 
duced so  much  good,  cannot  itself  be  very  bad. 
Mr.  B.  said,  he  had  a  witness  here  at  his  left,  (al- 
luding, probably,  to  Mr.  .Macon,)  who  could  tell 
how  necessary  such  meetings  had  been  found,  in 
the  early  days  of  this  Government — a  gentleman 
who  then  stood,  as  he  now  stands,  the  guardian 
of  his  native  land.     Why  did  he  not  warn  the 


be  uncurbed. 
When  honestly  directed,  it  is  the  great  source  of 
light  and  liberty.  Its  abuse  must  be  tolerated,  on 
that  universal  law  which  belongs  to  human  things, 
that  there  is  no  unmixed  blessing ;  but  it  must  not 
be  disguised,  that,  when  prostituted,  it  scatters 
any  thing  but  correct  information. 

We  are  told,  that  the  President  and  the  Heads 
of  Uopartments  may,  with  equal  propriety,  meet, 
and  make  a  nomination.  But  they  do  not  come 
immediately  from  the  people;  and  they  are  not 
going  back  to  the  people,  as  the  members  of  Con- 
gress must.  They  are  not  so  immediately  identi- 
hed  with  all  parts  of  the  community.  W'hai  we 
have  done,  is  on  record — every  man  is  responsible 


people  against  a  system  which,  according  to  the  |  for  his  own  act.  The  old  adage  is,  that,  by  its 
gentleman  from  New  York,  is  now,  like  another  i  fruit  the  tree  shall  be  known.  What  has  been 
unshorn  Sampson,  about  to  embrace  the  pillars  of  the  result  of  this  practice  for  the  last  twenty 
the  ConstitutioQ,  and  whelm  the  splendid  fabric  years  ?  Where  has  been  the  mischief?  Has 
in  ruins?  Surely  this  is  the  mere  phantom  of  the  j  your  Constitution  been  violated?  Is  not  our 
gentleman's  imagination.  What  is  this  Constitu- ,  happy  situation  an  object  of  congratulation  7  Is 
tion  ?  We  have  a  vast  continent,  over  which  it  |  not  every  nation  which  is  striving  to  break  the 
is  to  operate— a  multiplicity  of  different  States.  |  fetters  of  slavery,  looking  to  u->  as  the  landmarks 
What  is  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution  in  regard  '  by  which  they  are  to  be  guided  1  These  are  the 
to  the  election  of  President  ?  That  numbers  shall  ■  fruits  of  this  system,  which  has  been  followed,  in 
prevail,  in  the  first  instance — and,  in  the  contin-  j  relation  to  the  Presidential  election,  from  1600, 
gency  of  a  non-election  bv  the  Electors,  that  the  ,  up  to  the  present  day  ;  which  has  been  sustained 
House  of  Representatives  "shall  choose.  Now,  is  j  by  the  people  ;  and  which  has  some  of  the  great- 
not  the  first  of  these  provisions  mere  mockery,  est  names  in  the  country  to  support  it. 
unless  there  can  be  some  inter-communication  of       The  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 

says,  that   the  grounds  of  holding  this  meeting 


sentiment,  previous  to  the  election  ?     What  is  it 
ice  have  done  ?     Venal  hirelings  of  the  press,  di- 
rected, in  some  instances,  by  the  outcasts  of  Eu- 
rope, and  upon  whose  foreheads,  if  they  had  their 
deserts,  ought  to  hang  the  label  '•  to  be  let,"  have 
accused  t«,  whose  all  is  here,  and  who  have  been 
honored  with  the  highest  offices  in  the  gift  of  the 
people — of  conspiring  against  the  liberty  of  the 
country  and  seeking  to  overthrow  the  Constitu- 
tion.    Where  was   the   meeting   held  ?     In    the 
Chamber  of  the   House  of  Representatives — in 
public — in  the  very  face  of  the  people — those  peo- 
ple whose  rights  it  is  said  we  met  to  betray — and 
the  result  is  well  known.     Was  there  any  inten- 
tion to  recommend  a  man  who  was  abhorrent  to 
the  people  ?     If  the  people  are  united  in  favor  of 
another   man,   the    recommendation    would    not 
weigh  a  feather.   If  they  were  not  united,  the  meet- 
ing might  have  a  tendency  to  produce  that  effect. 
Men  are  apt  to  attach  too  much  importance  to 
themselves  and  their  acts,  when  "  dressed  in  a 
little  brief  authority;"  ihey  are  found,  however, 
to  be  but  the  merest  insects,  when  acting  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  views  of  the  people.   Nothing  impor- 


were,  to  produce  union — but,  from  the  signs  of  the 
times,  he  gathers  the  belief  that  it  will,  on  the 
contrary,  produce  nothing  but  discord.  Mr.  B. 
said,  as  he  was  nut  a  prophet,  nor  the  son  of  a 
prophet,  he  could  not  tell  what  the  effect  of  the 
meeting  would  be.  The  wisdom  of  the  people, 
perhaps,  might  substitute  something  else — the  peo- 
ple care  little  about  names.  We  have  adopted  a 
plan,  by  which  we  proposed  to  surrender  our  pri- 
vate feelings,  whatever  they  might  be,  upon  the 
altar  of  the  public  good.  I  ask  gentlemen  to  pro- 
pose a  substitute  for  the  caucus.  Here  are  five 
candidates,  all  good  men  ;  there  is  no  union  among 
the  people — they  are  divided  into  five  parties. 
What  is  to  be  the  re>ult  ?  The  other  day  we 
were  a  band  of  brothers.  What  is  now  the  case? 
In  consequence  of  a  difference  of  opinion,  slander 
is  poured  out  from  the  press;  a  thousand  pens  are 
employed  in  the  work  of  defamation ;  every  infir- 
mity IS  displayed  ;  calumny  is  spread,  upon  every 
side — and  it  is  melancholy,  indeed,  to  reflect  that 
too  many  are  ready  to  believe  the  fabrications. 
This  is  now  but  a  little  spark,  but  it  may  spread 
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out  till  it  consumes  every  thing  that  is  good  and 
valuable.  How  is  the  monster  to  be  stifled  ? 
Only  by  making  useful  sacrifices.  A  meeting,  for 
that  purpose  was  called — all  were  invited  to  at- 
tend— the  object  was  to  arrive  at  some  union ;  to 
close  these  flood-gates  of  iniquity.  We  regretted 
that  our  brethren  did  not  all  come  in  with  us. 
Mr.  B.  said,  he  arraigned  no  man's  motives — each 
one  must  go  his  own  ways.  Other  counsels  might 
prevail — he  dreaded  to  hear  what  might  be  the 
result  of  the  malignity,  which  this  controversy 
had  excited.  He  was  prepared  to  unite  with  the 
majority.  This,  that,  or  the  other  name,  was  in- 
significant to  him,  compared  with  the  good  of  the 
Union.  It  is  said,  that  it  is  a  fallacy  to  pretend 
that  we  went  to  that  meeting  in  our  private  char- 
acters. We  are  told  that  the  President,  the 
Heads  of  Departments,  or  any  of  the  people  might 
go  there,  with  erjual  propriety;  and  we  have  been 
told  a  humorous  anecdote  on  this  point,  concern- 
ing a  priest.  To  this,  Mr.  B.  answered,  that  the 
members  of  Congress  went  there,  to  say  to  the 
American  peonle  that  they  believed  this,  or  that, 
candidate  would  be  most  acceptable  to  the  people. 
A  fact  only  was  to  be  made  known.  Each  man 
represents  the  feelings  of  his  own  section  of  the 
country.  James  Barbour  represents  that  his  con- 
stituents are  of  one  opinion  ;  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  that  his  are  of  another.  The 
members  attending  the  meeting  are  from  different 
sections  of  the  Union — they  are  the  organs  of  com- 
munication. Their  meeting  is  merely  for  the  gen- 
eral concentration  of  opinion.  The  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  animadverts  on  the  charac- 
ter assumed  by  the  members  in  the  meeting — that 
of  their  individual  capacity — and  asks,  why  are 
not  other  citizens  admiited  1  The  answer  to  this 
remark  is  obvious.  Other  citizens  are  not  in  the 
situation  of  members  of  Congress,  because  they 
are  not  presumed,  as  are  the  members  of  Congress, 
who  corne  from  every  part  of  the  Union,  to  know, 
accurately,  the  wishes  of  the  great  body  of  the 
people.  It  is  not  the  oflScial  station  that  jives 
weight  to  an  expression  of  the  opinion  of  members 
of  Congress;  but  it  is  the  confidence  they  enjoy 
among  their  fellow-citizens  that  made  them  mem- 
bers of  Congress.  This  confidence  is  a  part  of 
their  character,  and  is  made  available  in  their  pri- 
Tate  capacity. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
says,  he  never  attended  a  caucus.  This  is  cer- 
tainly a  little  extraordinary  for  a  member  of  this 
body.  There  may  be  some  few  individuals  here 
who  have  not  attended  such  meetings ;  but  when 
he  recollected  how  common  they  had  been,  for 
the  last  forty  or  fifty  years,  he  apprehended  there 
were  few  who  had  not  taken  part  in  them.  When 
he  was  very  young.  Mr.  B.  said,  he  recollected  to 
have  gone,  with  his  honorable  colleague,  to  the 
first  meeting  of  this  kind  which  he  ever  attended. 
Under  authority  so  respectable,  and  in  such  a 
school,  he  had  first  become  acquainted  with  the 
system  ;  and  he  had,  ever  since,  continued  believ- 
ing that  its  results  must  be  beneficial.  W'hen  he 
knew  that  this  system  was  approved  by  older  men ; 
that   it  had  been  used  effectually  in  the  days  of 


[  Jefferson,  he  could  hardly  believe  that  the  younger 
members  knew  all  the  benefits  that  had  been  de- 
rived from  it.  It  is  too  old  in  this  country — op- 
position to  it  will  not  do.  Some  may  be  opposed 
to  it,  from  their  private  views;  others  may  not 
think  it  expedient  at  this  time.  There  are  regular 
cycles  in  political  events  ;  and,  Mr.  B.  said,  he  did 
not  doubt  but  these  meetings,  by  and  by,  would 
become  popular  enough ;  for,  as  they  have  been  so 
heretofore,  it  will  be  seen  that  they  are  still  ne- 
cessary. 

In  regard  to  the  anti-caucus,  w^hich  had  been 
spoken  of,  he  did  not  wish  to  become  the  accuser 
of  any  man.    He  should,  therefore,  say  nothing  of 
it.     This  whole  subject  had  gone  out  to  the  peo- 
ple.     It  ought  not  to  have  been  touched  here. 
There  has  been  a  fair  and  open  appeal  to  the  peo- 
ple, and  the  Senate  should  not  have  been  trouDled 
with  it.     There  we  are  willing  to  meet  it ;  not 
before  a  few  changelings  in  the  country,  but  be- 
fore the  great  mass  of  the  people,  who  are  inde- 
pendent, and  who  stand  clear  of  prejudices  on  this 
subject.     If,  when  these  acts  are  fairly  laid  open, 
such  a  tribunal  condemns  us,  be  it  so.     Mr.  B. 
said,  when  he  embarked  on  the  sea  of  political 
life,  he  well  knew  that  there  were  shoals  in  it. 
Some  gel  their  vessels  over  them  safely ;  while 
others  strike  upon  them,  and  sink  forever.   But  he 
made  the  declaration  in  the  face  of  all  who  heard 
him,  that  he  had  the  approbation  of  what  he  had 
done,  in  his  own  conscience — that  was  placed  be- 
yond all  human  control;  and,  when  the  plaudits 
of  this  world  should  cease,  that  approbation  would 
be  imperishable  ;  it  would  enable  him  to  tread  the 
shadowy  vale  of  death,  without  fear  or  trembling. 
Standing  on  this  sure  foundation,  unseduced  by  am- 
bition, whose  giddy  heights  he  had  never  essayed, 
as  far  as  it  concerned  his  personal  views,  he  was 
above,  and  he  rejoiced  in  his  attitude,  every  change 
in  political  opinion;  and  if  the  Government  be 
honestly  administered,  he  cared  not  by  what  hands, 
or  to  whom  were  distributed  the  loaves  and  fishes. 
Mr.  S.M1TH,  of  Maryland,  said,  he  should  vote 
against  an  indefinite  postponement.    The  State  of 
Maryland,  said  he,  has  instructed  its  Senators  to 
use  their  best  endeavors  to  obtain  such  an  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  as  will  insure  a  uniform 
I  mode  of  election  throughout  the  United  States,  of 
President  and  Vice  President.     The  district  mode 
j  is  preferred  by  that  State,  which  meets  my  con- 
I  currence,  and  I  shall  vote  for  any  of  the  resolu- 
I  tions  that  will  be  most  likely  to  succeed,  and  will 
j  assure  that  mode.     Having  entered  yesterday  into 
my  reasons  on  the  subject,  I  will  not  again  tres- 
I  pass  on  the  time  of  the  Senate,  by  repetition.    In- 
I  deed,  Mr.  President,  I  had  no  intention  of  speaking 
j  on  the  subject  again,  nor  should  I,  but  for  an  ob- 
servation made  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
I  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Hayne.)      He  has  said, 
j  "  that  I  was  the  farst  who  introduced  the  word 
'  caucus'  into  the  discussion."     W^hy  this  obser- 
;  vation?    For  what  purpose?     Was  it  anyway 
,  necessary  or  useful  to  his  argument? 
'      Mr.   Ha  Y.N  E   explained.     He  certainly  meant 
i  nothing  unkind  towards  the  gentleman.     Regret 
i  had  been  expressed  that  this  word  had  been  used; 
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and  he  had  merely  observed,  that  he  believed  that ! 
it  had  first  been  used  by  the  gentleman  from  Ma- 
ryland. 

Mr.  Smith  resumed.  Mr.  President,  I  feel  per- 1 
fectly  confident  that  the  gentleman  entertains  no  ' 
unfriend^i^ feelings  towards  me  personally;  but,' 
as  the  remark  had  been  made,  I  am  unwilling  that  I 
the  discussion  of  a  subject  so  unprofitable,  that  I  j 
feel  mortified  at  its  being  introduced,  and  so  little  i 
comporting  with  the  dignity  of  the  Senate,  should  I 
be  attributed  to  rae.  I  regret  that  the  honorable  j 
gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Kino)  should  I 
have  deemed  it  proper  to  introduce  it.  It  is  true  ; 
that  he  qualified  it  by  a  new  name— "central  I 
power."  However,  either  my  ears  deceived  rae,  I 
or  I  heard  him  use  the  word  "caucus,'"  and  one 
member  opposite  took  it  down;  but,  whether  he' 
dii  or  not,  his  meaning  was  perfectly  understood; 
and,  if  I  used  it,  it  was  because  I  wished  to  give  it  , 
the  known  name — I  wished  to  call  a  spade  a  spade. 

When  first  introduced  I  considered  it  as  acci-  . 
dental,  and  treated  it  lightly,  as  I  thought  it  mer- 
ited. But,  sir,  the  second  speech  of  the  introducer, 
and  the  elaborate  view  taken  by  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Souili  Carolma,  have  given  to  it ; 
form  and  substance.  Effect  seems  now  to  be  con- 
templated, and  we  must  meet  it  as  we  best  can. 

I  am  not  surprised  at  the  course  taken  by  the  , 
honorable  gentleman  from  South  Carolina.     He  i 
was  too  young  to  know  the  extreme  difficulties 
the  Republican  party  had  to  encounter,  and  the 
dangers  it  has  been  exposed  to  by  attempts  calcu- 
lated to  create  schisms  that  might  have,  by  divi- 
ding, exposed  it  to  great  dangir;  which,  in  my 
humble  opinion,  have  been  mainly  obviated  and 
avoided  by  the  caucus  system.     Nor  am  I  at  all 
surprised  at  the  opposition  to  it  by  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  King.)     That 
gentleman  was  a  leading  chief  of  the  Federal 
party,  and  he,  no  doubt,  thinks,  what  1  know  and 
believe,  that,  owing  to  the   caucus  system,  his 
party  was  prostrated,  and  the  Republican  party 
Drought  into   power;   by  which   change,  I  firmly 
believe,  and  every  republican  does  believe,  that 
the  nation  has  greatly  benefited.     I  adhere  to  that 
which  has  rendered  such  essential  service  to  my 
country,  and  the  party  to  which   I  belong.     The 
bridge  which  has  carried  me  safe  over,  I  call  a 
good  bridge.     The  caucus  systen>  has  heretofore 
been  approved.     I  attended  severj^l,  w^as  president 
at  one — and  consistency  of  conduct  called  impe- 
riously on  rae  to  attend  that  lately  held,  and  which 
has  met  with  the  disapprobation  of  the  two  gen- 
tlemen.    It  appears,  also,  to  have  met  with  the 
displeasure  of  several  gentlemen  with  whom  I 
have  served  in  caucus  more  than  once.     Well, 
sir,  they  have  their  reasons,  such  as  are  satisfac- 
tory to  themselves,  with  which  I  have  nothing  to 
do.     That  of  being  conscientiously   against   it, 
they  cannot  offer.     There  are  certainly  some  who 
think  the  system  wrong  on  principle.     The  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  has  said  so;  but  their 
numbers,  among  politicians,  are  few.     I  have  not 
met  with  many.     May  we  not,  without  offence, 
believe  that  men  are  much  governed  by  the  con- 
sideration of  w^hether  the  caucus  will  or  will  not 


support  their  favorite  candidate?  And  m*st  we 
not  believe  that  those  who  have  heretofore  at- 
tended caucuses,  will  find  it  difficult  to  assign 
any  other  reason  for  absenting  themselves  from 
that  which  they  now  censure?  Indeed,  Mr.  Pre- 
sident, I  must  think  that  it  had  a  powerful  influ- 
ence, although,  perhaps,  unknown  to  themselves. 
I  mean  no  reflection  on  any  one;  but  form  my 
opinion  from  man  as  he  is  constituted. 

I  will  now,  Mr.  President,  take  a  view  of  the 
caucus  system  as  it  has  operated;  and,  I  trust,  I 
shall  be  able  to  show  that  it  has  enabled  the  Re- 
publican parly  to  mount  into  power,  and  has 
tended, -plainly,  to  maintain  them  in  it.  Upon 
this  theme  I  act  as  a  party  man,  and  have  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  I  wish  to  keep  my  party 
in  power;  that  I  h^lieve  the  caucus  system  is  the 
most  effectual  means;  and  that,  when  we  cease  to 
use  it,  we  shall  thereby  deprive  ourselves  of  one 
most  powerful  instrument.  Divide  and  conquer, 
is  as  old  as  history — keep  together,  you  cannot  be 
subdued. 

Mr.  President:  On  the  first  contested  election, 
between  Mr.  Adams  and  Mr.  Jefferson,  Mr.  Adams 
succeeded  by,  I  believe,  a  small  majority.     It  was 
believed  that  his  success  was  owin^  to  want  of  a 
conjoined  effort,  a  concentration  ot  force,  on  the 
part  of  the  friends  of  Mr.  Jefferson.    A  caucus  was, 
in  consequence,  held  in  Philadelphia,  the  object  of 
which  was,  to  make  a  conjoined  effort  to  concen- 
trate all  the  strength  of  the  party,  and  to  bind  each 
to  the  other,  that  they  would  use  their  best  exer- 
tions to  promote  the  election  of  Mr.  Jefferson.     I 
did  not  attend,  but,  I  believe,  every  other  munber 
of  either  Hopse,  friendly  to  Mr.  Jefferson,  did  at- 
tend.   Whowerethey?    Men  certainly  as  capable 
of  expounding  the  Constitution  as  any  gentleman 
now  in  my  hearing;  one  of  them  the  writer,  in 
part,  of  the  Federalist,  (to  which  we  daily  refer,) 
in  fact,  all  of  them  leaders  in  the  republican  ranks, 
and  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  the  change  by 
which   the  Republican   party  came  into   power; 
those  great  men  are  now  charged,  by  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  with  being  promoters  of  a 
system  which,  in  its  consequences,  is  to  destroy 
the  Constitution,  and  to  introduce  all  the  plagues 
of  Egypt.     Well,  sir,  I  am  not  surprised  at  this 
charge,  for  the  honorable  gentleman  was  one  of 
those  who  lost  the  powtr.     Losers  will  complain, 
and  we  ought  not  to  be  surprised  that  the  gentle- 
man is  very  willing  to  put  down  a  system   bv 
which  his  party  has  lost  their  power ;  it  is  natural, 
and  it  is  as  natural  for  me  to  wish  to  continue  a 
system,  by  which  I  (as  one  of  the  gainers)  have 
succeeded.     I  have  said  that  I  did  not  attend  the 
first  caucus  ;  but,  sir,  I  assured  those  who  did,  that 
I  would  act  with  them,  and  I  did,  as  the  people  of 
Maryland  know.     I  used  exertions,  that  I  think  I 
should  not,  if  the  caucus  had  nut  been  held.     Il.s 
decision  induced  me,  and  others,  in  Maryland,  to 
unexampled  exertion  ;  much  depended  on  its  vote. 
At  that  time  the  Slate  was  decidedlv  in  favor  of 
Mr.  Adams.     It  was  changed    by   the  exertions 
made  by  the  republicans,  which,  I  speak  with  con- 
fidence, would  not  have  been  made,  if  nc  caucus 
had  been  held. 


A  caucus  was  held  at  the  second  election  of 
Mr.  Jefferson,  at  which  almost  every  republican 
member  did  attend.  It  was  not  then  thought  a 
crime;  on  the  contrary,  it  was  deemed  meritori- 
ous. If  I  had  not  attended  it,  I  am  sure  my  con- 
stituents, at  that  time,  would  have  been  dis- 
pleased ;  no  one  then  talked  of  a  caucus  being  an 
assumption  of  power;  I  mean  no  republican.  I 
believe  the  Federalists  did,  but  it  was  attributed 
to  the  injury  the  system  did  to  them  as  a  party; 
we  did  not  think  them  in  earnest;  we  considered 
their  opposition  as  arising  simply  from  opposi- 
tion. 

The  next  caucus  selected  Mr.  Madison,  and  I 
never  heard  that  he  thought  their  act  other  than 
('onstitutional ;  he  had  attended  the  first  caucus 
in  Philadelphia,  and  was  a  principal  leader  in  it. 
He  accepted  the  nomination.  We  all  know  that 
he  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Monroe.  A  schism  was 
threatened  (by  that  opposition)  in  the  Republican 
party;  it  was  supported  by  the  Federal  party,  and 
never  \yas  the  Republican  party  in  greater  danger. 
What  prevented  that  great  evil  /  The  caucus 
nomination.  No  other  course  could  have  suc- 
ceeded. The  people  rallied  around  that  nomina- 
tion, and  a  schism  was  thereby  prevented. 

Mr.  President:  Some  (now  present)  know  that 
a  schism  in  the  Republican  party  had  nearly  taken 
place,  on  the  election  of  the  present  Chief  Magis- 
trate. The  opposition  to  him  was  strong  in  num- 
bers and  character,  and  there  was  every  reason  to 
believe  that  the  Republican  party  would  be  sev- 
ered. How  was  it  avoided  ?  The  republicans 
met  as  brethren  of  the  same  family,  agreed  on  Mr. 
Monroe,  and  all  supported  him.  He  and  the  Vice 
President  were  informed,  by  letters,  signed  by  me 
and  the  secretary  of  the  caucus,  of  their  nomina- 
tion, to  which  th«  y  replied,  by  letters,  which  have 
been  published.  Neither  showed  any  reluctance 
at  the  mode  of  nomination;  neither  objected  to  a 
caucus  power  of  nomination;  they  both  seemed 
well  satisfied,  and  appeared  to  accept  with  plea- 
sure. The  present  President  expressed  himself, 
with  strong  approbation,  of  the  source  of  nomina- 
tion. His  words  are — "  Deeply  penetrated  by  this 
distinguished  mark  of  confidence,  emanating  from 
such  a  source."     What  source?     The  caucus, 

I  have  shown  that  the  cauciis  system  has  been 
considered,  by  our  three  Republican  Presidents,  as 
not  only  Constitutional,  but  expedient.  They  have 
never  said  that  it  was  dangerous  to  the  liberties 
of  the  country.  It  has  existed  for  twenty-four 
years,  and  the  liberties  of  the  people  appear  just 
as  safe,  and  rather  safer,  than  some  of  us  thought 
they  were  prior  to  its  being  adopted. 

Now,  sir,  suppose  that  all  the  republicans  had 
met  (agreeably  to  open  invitation)  like  brethren 
of  the  same  family,  as  they  did  on  all  former  occa- 
sions, and  had  agreed  (as  they  might  have  done) 
on  a  candidate,  what  would  have  been  the  conse- 
quence? It  might  have  continued  the  union  of 
the  party.  And  of  what  mighty  consequence  is 
it  which  of  the  candidates  shall  be  successful? 
Either  of  them  will  do  tolerably  well.  Congress 
will  lake  care  that  neither  shall  do  much  harm. 
I  have  my  preference,  I  admit;  but,  had  another 


been  selected,  I  would  have  supported  him ;  for 
ray  object  is  union  in  the  Republican  party.  Gea- 
tlemen,  (many  of  them  my  friends,)  with  whom 
I  have  acted  through  the  worst  of  times,  declined 
to  attend ;  their  motives  are  their  own.  But  what 
is  the  effect?  A  complete  disunion  of  the  Repub- 
lican party,  divided  into  at  least  four  parties ;  the 
whole  in  a  state  of  distraction.  Father  against 
son,  brother  against  brother ;  all  in  a  state  ofcom- 

Rlete  confusion  ;  and  what  lor  ?  For  a  principle? 
lo,  sir,  there  is  no  principle  involved.  What 
then  is  all  this  noise  about?  Why,  whether  you 
shall  choose  A,  B,  C,  or  D  ;  and,  choose  which 
you  will  of  the  candidates,  the  nation  will  (if  the 
people  choose  such  Congresses  as  the  three  last) 
move  on  majestically  towards  its  great  destiny. 
When  I  look  around,  I  am  surprised  at  the  excite- 
ment artificially  created.  Now,  Mr.  President, 
the  difference  between  those  who  attended  the 
caucus,  and  those  who  did  not,  I  take  to  be  this: 
that  tliose  who  went,  were  anxious  to  unite  on 
some  one  Republican  candidate,  and  support  him, 
be  he  whom  he  might,  and  thus  preserve  the  union 
of  the  party ;  and  those  who  did  not  attend,  were 
willing  to  risk  all,  rather  than  run  the  risk  of  their 
candidate  being  in  the  minority.  From  this  last, 
I  except,  of  course,  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  and  the  conscientious. 

Mr.  President :  In  a  Government  like  ours, 
where  many  of  our  great  officers  are  elected,  there 
must  be  some  mode  adopted  by  which  to  concen- 
trate the  votes  of  the  people.  They  cannot  (scat- 
tered as  they  are,)  know  the  candidates — it  is 
morally  impossible  :  the  voters  must  therefore  de- 
pend on  some  person,  some  public  bodies,  or  on 
private  meetings  for  information,  as  to  the  best 
character  for  the  office.  For  instance,  "  for 
President."  Well,  sir,  it  has  been  thought,  for 
twenty-four  years  last  past,  that  the  members  of 
Congress,  elected  by  the  people,  and  in  whom  they 
had  deposited  all  confidence,  was  the  best  source 
for  information.  Has  that  source  deceived  the 
people  in  any  one  instance  .?  I  understand  that 
the  Congressional  caucus  recommended  Jefferson, 
Madison,  and  Monroe.  The  people  elected  them  ; 
and  experience  has  shown  that  the  reliance  placed 
by  the  people  in  the  caucus  nomination  of  all 
three  has  turned  out  perfectly  satisfactory,  and  no 
injury  has  resulted  therefrom.  It  is  rational  to 
suppose,  that  the  members  of  Congress  have  better 
opportunities  of  knowing  the  character  and  talents 
of  the  several  candidates,  than  those  who  have 
never  seen  them,  and  never  acted  with  them. 
However,  the  caucus  mode  is  denounced,  and  now 
let  us  see  what  is  to  be  substituted,  for  there  will 
be  a  substitute.  It  is  in  the  nature  of  our  Gov- 
ernment. It  cannot  be  avoided.  Well,  sir,  one 
State  by  an  act  of  its  Legislature,  nominates  its 
favorite,  that  is,  the  favorite  of  a  majority  of  the 
body;  another  Legislature,  in  their  private  capa- 
city, nominate  their  candidate,  and  forbid  their 
members  of  Congress,  chosen,  as  they  are,  by  the 
people,  from  recommending  a  candidate.  Now, 
sir,  I  would  ask,  how  many  of  that  Legislature 
knew  any  of  the  other  candidates  except  the  one 
recommended  by  them  ?  perhaps  three  or  four. 
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who  may  have  been  in  Congress.  Other  States 
have  pursued  a  similar  course,  with  as  little  knowl- 
edge of  the  candidates.  Each  State  has  its  favor- 
ite candidate;  of  him  they  may  know  something. 
But  how  they  can  be  capable  of  forming  a  judg- 
ment between  him  and  those  who  are  opposed  to 
him,  I  know  not.  Many  State  Legislatures  have 
undertaken  to  recommend,  whilst  they  reprobate 
the  caucus  nomination.  Another  mode  has  been 
adopted  :  by  convention.  I  should  like  to  know 
how  the  delegates  to  the  convention  are  chosen  : 
are  they  by  the  people?  I  believe  not.  A  few 
people  meet ;  their  numbers  may  be  ten,  fifty,  or 
any  other  number,  and  they  appoint  the  delegates  ; 
and,  thus  chosen,  they  meet  in  convention,  and 
select  their  candidates.  Now,  Mr.  President, 
whether  either  of  those  modes  is  preferable  to  a 
caucus,  or  whether  any  of  them  are  equal  to  it, 
is  to  be  determined.  For  my  part,  I  thought  the 
old  mode  was  the  best,  and  I  have  adopted  it.  I 
have  exercised  my  own  opinion.  I  have  given 
myself  no  uneasiness  about  that  of  others.  And 
I  must  think,  an  interference  with  the  opinion  of 
those  who  attended  the  caucus,  was  wholly  irre- 
levant to  the  subject-mailer  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Eaton,  of  Tennessee,  said,  he  considered 
this  subject  of  discussion  as  altogether  improper, 
and  thought  it  ought  not  to  be  permitted  to  remam 
any  longer  before  the  Senate.  The  Senate  has 
now  spent  two  days  in  debating  the  question, 
whether  it  is  proper  for  members  of  Congress  to 
go  into  caucus.  He  sincerely  believed  that  such 
a  subject  was  unbecoming  the  dignity  of  ihe  body, 
and  that  it  would  place  the  members  in  no  very 
elevated  view  before  the  public.  His  object  was 
to  put  an  end  to  the  discussion.  He  suggested  to 
the  consideration  of  the  Senate,  whether  it  was 
not  better  to  let  it  end  here.  He  moved  that  the 
resolution  be  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  question  on  Mr.  E.'s  motion  was  put,  and 
passed  in  the  negative.  The  question  then  re- 
curred on  indefinite  postponement. 

Mr.  Macon,  of  North  Carolina,  next  addressed 
the  Chair.     He  said  that   these  resolutions  had 
been  referred  to  a  select  committee  ;  they  had  been 
maturely  considered  and    reported  upon  by  that 
committee ;  and    now,   because   a   certain   other 
subject,  not  connected  with  them,  had  been  intro- 
duced, no  vote  was  to  be  taken  upon  them.     What 
is  the  question  before  the  Senate  ?     It  is  upon  the 
indefinite  postponement  of  the  resolutions;  and 
not  upon  their  subject-matter.     Why  should  not 
a  fair  vote  be  taken  on  them  ?     Gentlemen  who 
are  not  entirely  decided  on  business  before  the 
Senate  generally  vote  for  a  postponement.     He 
thought  no  proposition  to  amend  the  Constitu- 
tion, that  had  ever  been   before  the  Senate,  had 
so  much  in  favor  of  it^  as  the  one  that  had  been 
reported  by  this  committee.     It  had,  first  or  last, 
been  recommended  by  almost  every  one  of  the 
States.     And  now,  after  all  the  time  that   has 
been  spent  about  it,  after  one  of  the  propositions 
had  been  discussed  at  full  length,  they  are  all  to 
be  thrown  by.     He  well  knew  that  men  would 
do,  in  relation  to   these  things,  as   they  thought 
right.     He  considered  it  an  extremely  unlortu- 


nate  circumstance,  that  a  subject  which  had  no- 
thing to  do  with  the  real  question  before  the  Sen- 
aie  had  been  introduced,  and  was  about  to  destroy 
all  chance  of  considering  the  amendments  to  the 
Constitution. 

Mr.  M.  said,  he  knew  that  no  amendment  could 
now  be  made  to  affect  the  next  election.  There 
must  be  a  concession  of  opinion  somewhere — ev- 
erybody feels  the  embarrassments  we  are  laboring 
under;  and  yet  we  are  not  permitted  to  go  on 
and  discuss  the  amendments  by  which  these  evils 
might  be  remedied.  This  amendment,  he  thought, 
would  insure  an  election,  without  going  to  the 
House  of  Representatives  ;  and  he  hoped  it  would 
not  be  postponed.  It  is  time  enough  to  postpone 
them,  when  we  find  that  we  cannot  make  one 
that  IS  fit  to  be  adopted.  We  shall,  then,  have 
done  our  duty  to  our  constituents  as  faithful  men. 
But  now  we  are  about  to  postpone  them  at  the 
vtry  threshold.  If  there  ever  was  a  time  when 
the  subject  could  be  met  gravely,  it  is  the  present. 
What  was  the  condition  of  the  country  at  the 
time  of  the  difficulty  in  the  election  of  Jefferson 
and  Burr  ?  Great  anxiety  was  spread  from  one 
end  of  the  country  to  the  other.  The  House  of 
Representatives  was  voting  thirty  times  without 
coming  to  a  decision — the  most  serious  alarm 
pervaded  the  country.  And  yet,  with  this  knowl- 
edge before  u<.  we  are  not  willing  to  make  pro- 
vision against  similar  occurrences.  There  was  a 
charge  of  foreign  partiality  on  each  side  of  the 
great  parties  existing  at  that  time.  One  was  ac- 
cused of  fondness  lor  the  British  ;  the  other,  for 
the  French.  There  is  no  disposition  of  that  kind 
now.  We  have  peace,  and  we  have  plenty  to 
eat;  and.  thank  Heaven,  the  tariff  bill  has  not 
yet  passed.  Some  think  that  the  amendment 
will  produce  a  consolidation  of  the  Government, 
and  that  the  State  lines  will  be  lost.  But  almost 
all  the  States  have  agreed  to  it — almost  all  of 
them  have  called  for  the  districting  system.  Mr. 
M.  said  he  did  not  believe  that  it  would  destroy 
the  Constitution.  He  had  heard  so  much,  and  so 
often,  of  the  destruction  of  the  Constitution,  that 
he  had  almo>t  become  an  infidel  in  respect  to  it. 
We  have  stood  a  sedition  law,  and  an  alien  law, 
and  there  is  not  much  danger  but  we  may  gel 
along  with  any  thin^  eKe.  We  have  had  these 
amendments  regularly  brought  before  us ;  and 
now,  all  at  once,  because  allusions  have  been 
made  to  another  subject,  we  cannot  look  at  the 
amendments — we  have  got  into  a  passion,  and 
we  must  give  them  up.  Nearly  all  the  States 
have  approved  the  districting  system — and  how 
is  it  to  destroy  the  Constitution?  The  liberty  of 
this  nation  does  not,  nor  does  that  of  any  other, 
depend  upon  paper.  It  must  have  a  foundation 
in  the  hearts  of  the  people.  Let  a  man  depend 
upon  himself,  and  he  is  free.  If  he  is  dependent 
on  another,  black  or  white,  he  will  not  ba  free. 
Freedom  rests  upon  our  dependence  or  independ- 
ence. The  people  had,  at  first,  a  great  dread  of 
the  President  and  Senate;  but  that  fear  has  passed 
away. 

We  have  now  more  candidates  for  the  Presi- 
dency than  we  have  ever  had   before.     How  are 


my  people,  said  Mr.  M.,  to  know  these  men  ? 
Why,  when  I  go  home,  they  will  ask  me  whom  I 
think  to  be  the  best  man  ;  or  rather,  who  will  tax 
them  the  least  ?  which  is  the  same  thing.  And, 
I  presume,  the  same  questions  are  put  to  other 
members.  I  am  glad  my  colleague  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  this  question,  for  I  hope  the 
subject  will  not  be  postponed.  In  regard  to  cau- 
cuses, I  have  no  confessions  to  make.  I  have 
gone  into  cauttus  as  honestly  as  I  go  to  church.  I 
do  not  care  how  many  caucuses,  or  how  few, 
there  are  I  care  nothing  about  theft).  Once, 
however,  I  was,  about  twenty  years  past,  taken 
in  by  a  caucus,  and  said  I  would  not  attend  ano- 
ther I  had  intended  to  have  given  a  history  of 
some,  on  different  sides,  but  it  is  decided  not  to  be 
in  order. 

How  the  choice  of  Electors,  by  districts,  could 
possibly  prevent  an   election  of  President,  as  has 
been  said  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  I 
I  cannot  possibly  perceive.     The  number  of  votes  I 
given  by  the  districts  would  be  equal  to  that  now  | 
given.     I  do  not  understand  how  it  can  prevent  j 
an  election.     Every  generation  has  its  own  no-  | 
tions  in  politics  as  well  as  in  religion.     Religious  ' 
and  political  ideas  are  constantly  changing.    The  j 
Book    of    Judges   gives   a   description    of   these 
changes,  where  it  speaks  of  the  departure  of  the 
people,  alter  the  death  of  Joshua.     So  we  forgot 
the  principles  which  produced    the    Revolution. 
My  State,  happily,  is  neither  a  large  nor  a  small 
one.     It  enjoys  about  an  equal  population,  and 
does  not   increase  much.     What   benefit  can  the 
present   provision  of  the  Constitution   be  if  we 
get  no  President  by  it?     I  hope  the  Senate  will 
return  to  the  consideration  of  the  proposed  amend- 
ments. 

On   motion  of  Mr.   Van    Buren.   the   Senate 
then  adjourned. 


Monday.  March  22. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  gave  notice,  that, 
to-morrow,  he  would  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  joint 
resolution  authorizing  the  President  to  procure  an 
equestrian  portrait  oi  Washington. 

Mr.  Benton  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  and  prac- 
ticability of  extinguishing  the  Indian  title  to  certain 
diftricti  of  country  on  the  louth  side  of  Lake  Supe- 
rior, supposed  to  contain  valuable  mines  of  copper. 

Mr.  LowRiE  presented  the  preamble  and  reso- 
lutions of  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  in- 
structing their  Senators,  and  requesting  their  Rep- 
resentatives, in  Congress,  to  use  their  utmost  influ- 
ence to  prevent  the  passage  of  the  bill  now  before 
Congress,  imposing  a  prohibitory  duty  on  sales  at 
auction  ;  which  were  read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Henry  Johnson  presented  the  memorial 
and  petition  of  A.  Moore,  and  others,  inhabitants 
of  the  county  of  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  praying  that  that  part  of  the  District 
of  Columbia  included  within  the  limits  of  said 
county  may  be  receded  to  the  Stale  of  Virginia ; 


which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  LowRiE  gave  notice  that  he  would,   to- 
morrow, ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  extending  the 
benefit  of  copy-rights  to  authors  of  paintings  or- 
drawings. 

AMENDMENTS  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

The  unfinished  business  of  Friday  last,  being 
the  consideration  of  the  resolutions  proposing 
amendments  to  the  Constitution,  in  relation  to 
the  election  of  President  and  Vice  President,  was 
again  taken  up.  The  question  was  upon  Mr. 
Mills's  motion  to  postpone  the  whole  subject  in- 
definitely. 

[The  Chair,  previous  to  the  commencement  of 
the  discussion,  intimated  its  intention  to  restrict 
the  debate  to  the  immediate  question  upou  the 
indefinite  postponement  of  the  resolutions.] 

Mr.  DicKERsoN,  of  New  Jersey,  said  that  he 
was  disposed  to  yield  a  cheerful  obedience  to  the 
decision  of  the  Chair,  although  he  had  not  had 
the  opportunity  of  replying  to  some  pointed  ob- 
servations of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
(Mr.  Hayne,)  which  might  be  easily  answered. 
He  regretted  that  the  subject  had  been  introduced, 
as  it  was  calculated  to  create  much  unnecessary 
excitement.  The  discussion  of  it,  however,  had 
given  him  no  uneasiness,  either  as  it  respected 
himself,  or  his  friends ;  and  he  was  perfectly  con- 
tent to  let  it  rest  where  it  was. 

I  shall,  said  Mr.  D.,  confine  myself  to  the  mo- 
tion which  admits  a  discussion  of  the  merits  of 
the  resolutions  to  be  postponed.  And  it  is  with 
reluctance  I  again  speak  upon  this  question  ;  for 
I  fear  that  it  will  be  found  impossible  in  the  mode 
now  proposed  to  introduce  any  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  Slates,  which  shall 
have  the  least  bearing  upon  the  relative  power  of 
the  great  and  small  Slates.  Mutual  jealousies  are 
easily  excited.  The  interests  of  the  great  and 
small  Stales  are  easily  set  in  array  against  each 
other.  Any  attempt  io  promote  a  plan  of  mutual 
concession,  a  plan  upon  which  the  Constitution 
itself  was  formed,  may  be  represented  as  an  inva- 
sion of  the  rights  of  one  class  of  Slates,  and  an 
abandonment  of  those  of  the  other.  At  this  time, 
such  a  Constitution  as  we  now  have,  could  not  be 
formed.  It  was  adopted  at  a  fortunate  period. 
Fortunately  for  the  large  Stales,  still  more  so  for 
the  small.  For  these  reasons,  I  begin  to  despair 
of  seeing  any  of  the  proposed  amendments  suc- 
ceed, unless  upon  a  call  of  a  convention  of  the 
States,  under  the  fifth  article  of  the  Constitution  ; 
and,  therefore,  I  was  disposed  to  let  the  subject 
rest,  at  least  for  the  present  session.  But  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Hayne)  calls 
me  up  to  answer  for  myself.  He  accuses  me  of 
aiming  a  deadly  blow  at  the  rights  of  the  small 
Stales,  by  taking  from  them  powers  necessary  to 
their  existence.  If  I  have  done  this,  I  have  for- 
feited all  claim  to  the  confidence  of  the  State 
which  has  done  me  the  honor  to  place  me  here. 
The  gentleman  certainly  had  no  intention  of  pro- 
ducing an  impression  of  this  kind.    But  it  is  not 
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the  leiis  incumbent  on  me  to  repel  his  observations, 
which  were  strong  and  pointed. 

I  introduced  that  part  of  the  resolution  to  which 
the  gentleman  alludes — the  election  of  a  Presi- 
dent, in  the  last  resort,  by  a  joint  ballot  of  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress,  with  great  diffidence  ;  with- 
out any  strong  confidence  that  the  plan  proposed 
would  be  practicable ;  a  plan  1  would  myself 
abandon,  should  it  uot  meet  the  approbation  of 
the  small  States  ;  and  more  especially,  »f  it  should 
not  meet  the  approbation  of  the  State  to  which  I 
have  the  honor  to  belong — for,  upon  this  subject, 
the  will  of  ray  Slate  is  my  law.  I  neither  ex- 
pected, nor  wished,  that  it  should  receive  the  de- 
cision of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  this  session. 
I  introduced  it  as  a  subject  worthy  of  discussion, 
believing  it  the  only  intermediate  ground  upon 
which  the  friends  of  the  great  and  friends  of  the 
small  States  can  ever  meet.  If  some  better  plan 
can  be  suggested,  I  shall  at  once  adopt  it ;  for, 
upon  this  subject,  pride  of  opinion  shall  have  no 
influence  with  me. 

For  more  than  twenty  years,  the  great  dangers 
of  a  Presidential  election  have  been  felt.  Efforts 
have  incessantly  been  made  to  afford  a  remedy. 
This  has  never  been  more  apparent  than  at  the 
commencement  of  the  present  session  of  Con- 
gress. A  discussion  upon  this  subject  has  al- 
ready taken  place,  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, and  in  the  Senate  no  less  than  six  amend- 
ments have  been  proposed  to  the  Constitution,  as 
to  the  election  of  a  President. 

The  gentleman  from  Missouri  (Mr.  Benton) 
has  shown,  in  the  strongest  colors,  the  dangers  of 
our  present  system,  and  the  absolute  necessity  of 
districting  the  States  for  the  purpose  of  choosing 
a  Pre^^ident,  so  as  to  leave  me  but  little  to  add 
upon  that  subject.  A  bare  majority  in  the  Legis- 
latures of  six  of  the  large  States,  having  133  Elec- 
tors, can  completely  control  the  rest  of  the  Union, 
upon  the  election  of  a  President,  under  the  pres- 
ent system  :  that  is,  a  little  more  than  one-fourth 
of  the  people  of  the  United  States  can  impose  a 
President  upon  the  residue,  amounting  to  nearly 
three-fourths.  This  is  an  enormous  power,  grow- 
ing out  of  the  operation  of  the  Constitution,  but 
which  was  not  foreseen  by  those  who  formed  that 
instrument.  By  this,  the  small  States,  containing 
a  large  majority  of  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
may  be  rendered  utterly  insignificant  in  the  choice 
of  a  President.  By  this,  the  voice  of  eighteen,  of 
the  twenty-four  States,  may  be  completely  sup- 
|ires.sed.  But  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
Taylor)  says  this  is  one  of  the  great  federal  fea- 
tures of  the  Constitution,  which  ought  to  be  held 
sacred.  Whether  it  be  federal,  or  whether  it  be 
national,  it  is  equally  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of 
the  people.  This  enormous  power  must  be  dread- 
ed by  all  but  those  who  wield  it.  It  must  be 
dreaded  by  all  but  the  influential  men  in  the  great 
States,  who  may  control  those  Slates,  and  through 
them,  the  Union. 

The  smajl  States  ask  the  large  to  divest  them- 
selves of  this  enormous  power,  by  adopting  a  sys- 
tem of  single  districts,  for  the  choice  of  Elector>. 
The  great  States  refuse  to  yield  up  any  portion  of 


this  power,  unless  the  small  Slates  consent  to 
make  a  corresponding  concession  on  their  part. 

What  is  the  power  of  the  small  States,  when 
the  election  of  a  President  devolves  upon  the 
House  of  Representatives  ?  Thirty-one  Repre- 
sentatives, from  thirteen  small  States,  can,  by  pos- 
sibility, elect  the  President,  against  182  Repre- 
sentatives :  that  is,  about  one-seventh  of  the  Rep- 
resentatives may  control  the  other  six-sevenths 
upon  the  election  of  a  President.  And  this  is  the 
other  great  federal  feature  of  the  Constiiuiion  to 
which  some  gentlemen  of  late  ap{>ear  to  be  much 
attached.  Under  one  of  these  great  federal  fea- 
tures of  the  Constitution,  the  power  of  the  small 
States  may  be  completely  merged  in  the  election 
by  Electors.  Under  the  other,  the  power  of  the 
great  States  may  be  as  completely  merged,  in  the 
election  of  a  President,  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. Can  any  thing  b**  more  incongruous, 
more  prep(»sierous,  more  monstrous  ?  The  ven- 
erable gentleman  from  Virgwia,  who  fears  the 
national,  but  is  charmed  with  the  great  federal 
features  of  our  Constitution,  compares  the  opera- 
tions of  our  Government  to  those  of  the  steam 
engine  ;  and  he  informs  us  of  a  variety  of  safety 
valves,  by  which  the  steam  may  pass  off,  without 
danger  to  the  machine.  1  do  not  perceive  the 
efficacy  of  those  safety  valves,  in  the  dangerous 
operation  of  choosing  a  President  of  the  United 
States.  If  we  continue  those  two  great  federal 
features  of  our  Constitution,  without  modification, 
the  engine  will  not  bear  the  force  to  be  applied  ; 
the  steam  will  become  irresistible;  we  shall  in- 
crease the  pressure,  till  we  burst  the  boiler. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  King,) 
who  was  lately  in  favor  of  the  resolutions  reported 
by  the  committee,  has  become  reconciled  to  the 
great  federal  feature  of  our  Constitution,  by  which 
the  small  States  may  compleitly  control  the  large, 
in  the  election  of  a  I'residenl — at  which  I  marvel 
much.  If  that  gentleman  will  agree  that  a  bare 
majority  of  the  Representatives  of  thirteen  small 
States,  consisting  of  thirty-one  members,  less  than 
the  number  of  Representatives  from  his  own 
State,  shall  have  power  to  choose  a  Pre.sident, 
against  the  will  ot  one  hundred  and  eighty-two 
Representatives,  will  iie  not  give  them  the  power 
to  support  the  President  they  may  thus  choose? 
The  power  that  can  create  and  appoint,  should  be 
the  power  to  uphold  and  defend.  Otherwise, 
there  can  be  no  consistency,  permanency,  or  safe- 
ty, to  the  Government.  VVill  that  gentleman 
agree  that  the  supplies  necessary  for  the  support 
of  the  Government  and  the  Administration,  shall 
be  granted  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  voting 
by  Slates  ?  Will  he  consent  to  a  rule,  that,  in 
case  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  disagree  as  to 
the  subjects  from  which  our  revenues  shall  be 
raised,  the  objects  upon  which  oui  treasures  shall 
be  expended,  the  case  shall  be  decided  by  the 
House  of  Representatives,  voting  by  States  ?  This 
might  be  highly  gratifying  to  the  small  States, 
could  It  be  permanent.  But  it  is  evident  that 
such  a  state  of  things  could  not  exist  for  a  single 
year.  And  yet  some  gentlemen  are  reconciled  to 
a  system  by  which  a   minority   of  the   House  of 


Representatives,  as  small,  by  possibility,  as  thirty- 
one,  out  of  two  hundred  and  thirteen,  and,  by 
probability,  as  about  sixty-six,  out  of  two  hundred 
and  thirteen  ;  while  not  a  dollar  can  be  appropri- 
ated for  the  support  of  such  a  President,  without 
the  concurring  votes  of  majorities  in  both  Houses 
of  Congress.  A  President  elected  by  a  minority, 
must  be  overwhelmed  by  opposition. 

The  small  Stales,  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, can  choose  a  President  against  the  voice  of 
the  large,  and  an  attempt  to  alter  the  relative 
power  of  the  States,  in  this  particular,  even  with 
their  own  consent,  for  it  cannot  be  otherwise,  is 
considered  as  a  deadly  blow  at  the  power  of  the 
small  Stales — a  power  necessary  to  their  exist- 
ence. Is  it  necessary  to  the  existence  of  the  small 
States,  that  they  should  possess  a  power,  under 
any  circumstances,  to  impose  a  President  upon 
the  United  States,  against  the  voice  of  six-sev- 
enths, or  even  against  the  voice  of  a  majority  of 
the  people  ?  Is  it  necessary  to  their  existence 
that  they  should  have  more  weight  in  sucIT  an 
election  than  their  federal  numbers  would  give 
them  ?  The  exercise  of  this  extraordinary  power 
of  choosing  a  President,  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, has  occurred  but  once  in  six  and  thirty 
years,  and  even  that  afl'orded  no  peculiar  advan- 
tages to  the  small  States.  On  the  contrary,  it 
put  in  jeopardy  their  very  existence.  A  combina- 
tion among  six  of  the  large  Slates  can  completely 
control  the  residue  of  the  States  upon  the  election 
of  President  by  the  Electors,  and  this  power  may 
be  called  into  operation  every  four  years,  and  may 
be  continued  without  interruption,  as  long  as  those 
States  can  agree  as  to  their  dividends,  while  the 
small  Slates  can  only  come  in  for  a  casual  exer- 
cise of  their  extraordinary  power,  when  the  great 
States  disagree  among  themselves,  and  which  has 
happened  but  once  since  the  establishment  of  our 
Government.  This  power,  however,  which  may 
be  casually  exercised  by  the  small  Stales,  must 
and  will  lead  to  combinations  among  the  large 
Stales,  to  prevent  a  resort  to  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives;  a  regard  to  their  own  interests  im- 
P|Oses  upon  them  the  necessity  of  such  combina- 
tions; an  anomalous  case  oi  a  necessity  on  the 
part  of  the  strong  to  combine  against  the  weak. 

Of  what  advantage  is  this  power  to  the  small 
States,  which  has  been  exercised  but  once  since 
the  establishment  of  our  Government,  and  was 
then  considered  as  a  great  calamity  ?  There  can 
be  none.  What  advantage  can  there  be  in  re- 
taining a  power  which  it  will  be  dangerous  to 
exercise  ?  None.  Ambitious  individuals  in  the 
small  Stales  may  casually  derive  an  importance 
from  their  situation,  in  the  exercise  of  this  power, 
but  this  can  be  of  no  importance  to  the  people 
of  the  Slates  to  which  such  individuals  may  be- 
long. 

There  is  a  power,  however,  vested  in  the  small 
States,  beyond  their  numerical  strength,  upon 
which  their  existence  depends — their  equal  vote 
in  the  Senate  of  the  United  Slates.  But  this  a 
a  power,  not  to  give  the  small  States  an  undue 
influence  in  the  choice  of  a  President,  not  to  en- 
able them  to  impose  laws  upon  the  large  States, 


but  a  preventive  power — a  power  to  arrest  the 
progress  of  laws  which  might  infringe  their  rights 
or  interests.  It  is  a  .species  of  veto,  by  which  the 
Senators  of  twelve  Stales,  however  small  the 
population  of  those  States,  can  effectually  prevent 
the  passing  of  any  law  which  they  may  think 
against  their  interests.  Without  this  power,  the 
small  States  must  immediately  fall  a  prey  to  the 
large.  Whether  this  principle  of  veto  should  have 
been  carried  further  by  the  Constitution,  it  is  un- 
necessary now  to  inquire.  Fortunately,  there  is 
one  point  on  which  this  principle  of  veio  rests  in 
a  single  State — it  is  for  the  preservation  of  that 
sacred  part  of  our  Constitution — the  equal  vote  of 
the  Stales  in  the  Senate  ;  the  only  part  which  is 
put  beyond  the  reach  of  alteration.  By  the  5th 
article  of  the  Constitution,  no  State,  without  its 
consent,  shall  be  deprived  of  its  equal  suffrage  in 
the  Senate  ;  and,  as  no  amendment  to  the  Consti- 
tution can  take  place,  which  will  not  apply  equally 
to  all  the  States,  it  is  evident  that  the  small  States 
never  can  lose  this  right,  unless  they  unanimously 
consent  to  it.  All  the  fears,  therefore,  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  ^Missouri,  that  the  small  States,  by 
giving  up  a  portion  of  power  in  choosing  a  Presi- 
dent, shall  endanger  their  equal  vote  in  the  Sen- 
ate, are  without  foundation.  While  a  single  prin- 
ciple of  the  Constitution  is  left,  this  right  will 
remain  inviolate. 

But  what  IS  this  deadly  blow  aimed  at  the 
power  of  the  small  States  ?  Simply  a  proposition 
that,  if  the  large  States  will  yield  up  the  power 
by  which  they  can  completely  suppress  the.  voice 
of  the  small  Slates  in  the  first  trial,  on  a  Presi- 
dential election,  the  small  States  will  so  far  give 
up  their  control  in  the  last  resort,  as  to  choose  a 
President  by  a  joint  vote  of  the  two  Houses  of 
Congress  ;  in  which  they  reserve  the  extra  power 
which  the  federative  principle  in  our  National 
Legislature  gives  them.  This  body — the  joint 
meeting  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress — would 
be  precisely  analogous  to  the  whole  body  of  Elect- 
ors, if  assembled  at  Washington;  the  same  num- 
ber, of  the  same  political  principles,  with  the  sanae 
views  and  interests,  enjoying,  in  an  equal  degree, 
the  confidence  of  their  constituents,  equally  hon- 
est, patriotic,  intelligent,  and  trust-worthy.  But 
ihe  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  says  this 
would  be  to  choose  the  President  by  the  National 
Legislature,  which  would  lead  to  a  dissolution  of 
the  Union.  And  is  it  true  that  the  fate  of  the 
Union  would  be  less  .safe  in  the  hands  of  both 
Houses  of  Congress  than  in  those  of  one  of  its 
branches  ?  I  hope  the"  President  may  always  be 
chosen  by  the  Electors.  I  dread  a  resort  to  Con- 
gress on  this  subject,  under  any  circumstances; 
but,  if  such  a  resort  must  be  had,  it  is  surely  more 
safe  in  the  hands  of  both  Houses  of  Congress,  than 
in  those  of  either  House  singly. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  seems  to 
think  the  proposition  now  offered  a  perfectly  novel 
one.  True,  it  has  never  before  been  presented  as 
an  amendment  to  the  Constitution ;  but  it  is  as 
old  as  the  Constitution  itself.  On  the  17ih  July, 
1787,  it  was  agreed  unanimously,  in  the  Federal 
Convention,  that  the  President  should  be  elected 
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by  the  National  Legislature;  and  for  a  long  time 
this  was  thought  the  safer  mode,  even  in  the  first 
instance  of  choosing  a  President,  by  this  en- 
lightened and  patriotic  assembly  of  statesmen, 
some  of  whom,  at  least,  entertain  no  hostility  to 
the  power  of  the  small  States.  It  was  not  then 
discovered  that  such  an  election  would  endanger 
the  existence  of  the  Union. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  thinks 
there  would  be  great  danger  from  the  influence  of 
the  departments  of  the  Government,  and  of  the 
Executive,  upon  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  in 
their  choice  of  a  President.  But,  would  not  this 
influence  operate  as  strongly,  nay,  much  more  so, 
upon  the  House  of  Representatives,  voting  as 
States  upon  that  question,  under  the  present  sys- 
tem ?  The  gaining  one  member  of  the  joint  meet- 
ing, would  be  no  more  than  gaining  one  vote  out 
of  two  hundred  and  sixty-one,  while  the  gaining 
one  member  in  the  House  of  Representatives 
might  be  gaining  a  twenty-fourth  part  of  the 
whole.  When  a  State  has  but  one  Representa- 
tive, (his  would  be  obviously  the  case,  as  it  would 
be,  when  the  Representatives  of  a  State  should  be 
so  divided  as  that  the  change  of  one  would  give 
the  vote  of  the  State  to  one  candidate  or  to  the 
other — so  that,  by  possibility,  the  gaining  of  thir- 
teen votes  might  change  the  fate  of  a  Presidential 
election  ;  take  it  from  one  candidate,  and  give  it 
to  another.  In  the  latter  case,  the  danger  would 
be  truly  formidable ;  in  the  former,  it  would  be 
no  greater  than  resorting  a  second  time  to  the 
Electors. 

While  the    honorable  gentleman    charges  me 
with   aiming   a   deadly   blow  at   the   power  of  I 
the  small   States,   how  stands  his  own  account 
with  those  small  States?     Has  he  not  aimed  a 
deadly  blow  at  their  power  ?    By  the  Constitu- 
tion, if  no  one  of  the  Presidential  candidates  shall  , 
receive  a  majority  of  the  votes  of  all  the  Elect- 
ors, iheHouseof  Representatives,  voting  by  States.  ; 
shall  choose  the  Presid&nt  from  the  candidates 
having  the  highestnumber  of  votes,  not  exceeding 
three.     The  moment,  therefore,  that  it  is  ascer-  j 
tained  that  no  one  of  the  candfdates  has  received  i 
the  voles  of  a  majority  of  the  Electors,  the  right  j 
is  complete  in   the   small  States  to  control  the  ! 
election.     It  is  guarantied  to  them  by  one  ol  the  i 
great  federal  features  of  the  Constitution.     It  is  j 
a  right  precious  in  the  eyes  of  the  ambitious  men  | 
of  the  small  States  ;  and  shall  the  friends  of  the  j 
small  States  endeavor  to  divest  them  of  this  cas- 
ual  but  highljr  valued   right?     The  gentleman 
proposes  that,  in  case  of  no  election  by  Electors 
in  the  first  instance,  the  case  shall  be  sent  back  to 
those  Electors.     He  wishes  to  provide  that  the 
election  of  a  President  shall,  in  no  event,  devolve 
upon  the  House  of  Representatives.     He  seems  to 
have  no  other  object  in  view,  in  his  proposition, 
but  to  deprive  the  small  States  of  this  power.    He 
is  for  giving  it  up  without  a  consideration.     He 
does  not  even  ask  any  corresponding  concession 
on  the  part  of  the  great  States.    Instead  of  leaving 
the  election  to  the  JHouse  of  Representatives,  when 
Delaware  would   have  an  equal  vote  with  New 
York,  he  sends  it  back  to  the  College  of  Electors, 


in  which  the  vote  of  New  York  would  be  to  that 
of  Delaware  as  12  to  1. 

Although  I  esteem  this  casual  power  of  the 
small  States,  in  electing  a  President  m  the  House 
of  Representatives,  of  no  advantage  to  them,  for 
one,  I  would  never  consent  to  yield  it,  without 
obtaining,  at  the  same  time,  an  equal  cession  of 
power  on  the  part  of  the  great  States. 

These  great  Federal  features  of  the  Constitu- 
tion have  become  enormous  excrescences,  owing 
their  growth  to  circumstances  not  foreseen  by  the 
members  of  the  Federal  Convention;  among 
others,  to  the  unparalleled  increase  of  population 
in  some  of  the  great  States,  and  the  admission  of 
eleven  new  Stales.  These  excrescences  must  be 
reduced  equally  and  simultaneously.  The  bal- 
ance must  be  more  nicely  adjusted,  or  the  equili- 
brium will  be  forever  lost. 

Although  we  cannot  expect  anv  final  vote  on 
the  propositions  now  under  consideration,  at  this 
session,  we  might  have  a  vote  upon  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Missouri,  proposing 
to  dispense  with  the  agency  of  Electors.  This 
amendment  has  been  very  fully  and  ably  argued 
on  the  part  of  that  gentleman,  and  I  would  now 
attempt  to  answer  him ;  but  this  would  be  an  un- 
necessary consumption  of  time,  provided  the  Sen- 
ate is  now  disposed  to  postpone,  indefinitely,  all 
the  amendmcnis  offered.  If  the  decision  should 
be  against  the  postponement,  1  shall  still  have  the 
opportunity  of  making  the  observations  which  I 
should  now  offer. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  Virginia,  said  he  wa<  opposed 
to  the  district  system,  because  it  had  a  tendency 
to  deprive  all  the  States,  great  and  small,  of  a 
portion  of  their  power,  and  because  it  interfered 
with  the  separate  character  of  the  Stales,  as  inde- 
pendent sovereignties.  He  illustrated  this  view 
of  the  subject  by  several  remarks,  and  then  pro- 
ceeded to  state  that  he  concurred  in  the  opinion 
that  had  been  expressed  in  debate,  that  the  district 
system  was  calculated  to  bring  the  election  of 
President  into  the  House  of  Representatives.  Mr. 
T.  fully  concurred  in  the  views  of  the  gentleman 
from  South  CaroWna,  (Mr.  Hay.ne.)  that  great 
evils  would  arise  from  the  constant  interference 
of  Congress  in  the  Presidential  election,  and  that 
any  amendment  to  the  Constitution  would  be  very 
objectionable  which  would  have  the  elfect  of 
making  that  interference  more  frequent.  He  said 
it  had  been  a  great  object  with  him  for  many 
years  to  effect  some  amendment  to  the  Constitu- 
tion, which  might  secure  the  election  of  the  Pres- 
ident, without  troubling  Congress  with  it.  He 
might  not  live  to  see  that  desirable  object  accom- 
plished, but  he  hoped  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  vrould. 

As  to  the  question  of  a  Congressional  caucus 
for  the  nomination  of  candidates  for  the  Presi- 
dency, Mr.  T.  said,  he  never  had  any  doubt  that 
such  a  nomination  was  a  clear  violation  of  the 
spirit  of  the  Constitution.  On  that  subject,  he 
believed,  his  sentimenis  were  in  print.  It  appear- 
ed to  him  preposterous  for  gentlemen  to  contend 
that,  in  making  such  a  nomination,  they  acted  in 
their  private  capacities.    Mr.  T.  here  entered  into 
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some  arguments  to  prove  that  members  of  Con- 
gress could  not  meet  at  the  Seat  of  Government 
and  nominate  a  candidate  for  the  Presidency, 
without  making  it  a  public  business.  The  people 
would  so  regard  it,  and  it  would  produce  the  same 
effect  as  if  the  nomination  was  made  by  members 
in  their  legislative  capacities. 

His  honorable  friend  and  colleague  (Mr.  Bar- 
bour) had  stated  that  he  (Mr.  Taylor)  had  been 
his  instructor  in  respect  to  caucusing,  and  that 
he  had  introduced  him  into  the  first  caucus  he 
ever  attended.  His  colleague,  if  he  had  received 
any  instructions  from  him  on  the  subject,  had  cer- 
tainly profited  greatly  bv  them.  He  had  been  a 
very  apt  scholar  in  his  lessons,  and  had  far  out- 
stripped his  master.  But  his  colleague  was  greatly 
mistaken.  He  had  never  attended  a  caucus,  either 
in  Congress  or  elsewhere,  for  the  purpose  of  nom- 
inating candidates  for  offices.  Such  proceedings 
he  considered  very  dangerous,  and  altogether  un- 
constitutional. 

The  meeting  to  which  the  gentleman  had  al- 
luded was  held  by  some  of  the  members  of  the 
Virginia  Legislature,  for  the  single  purpose  of  pre- 
paring resolutions  to  be  proposed  in  the  Legisla- 
ture. Mr.  T.  said  he  (Tid  not  agree  with  the  gen- 
tlemen on  the  other  side,  that  informal  meetings 
for  preparing  bills  or  resolutions  to  be  proposed  to 
legislative  bodies  had  any  resemblance  to  a  Con- 
gressional caucus,  intended  to  transfer  from  the 
Slates  their  Constitutional  check  and  influence  in 
the  election  of  a  President  to  Congress.  It  had 
been  said,  indeed,  that  a  Congressional  caucus 
acted  only  in  their  private  characters.  To  illus- 
trate this  assertion :  we  have  all  heard  of  what  is 
called  a  bull  dance.  Suppose  sixty  or  seventy  of 
the  gravest  and  most  respectable  private  citizens 
should  assemble  and  entertain  the  spectators  with 
jigs,  rigadoons,  and  hornpipes,  would  not  their 
private  characters  be  estimated  in  contemplatin<' 
the  exhibition  ?  Bat,  if  the  same  number  of  mem* 
hers  of  Congress  sliould  assemble  and  exhibit  a 
similar  scene,  would  not  their  public  characters 
be  also  estimated  ?  So,  when  assembled  for  nom- 
inating a  President,  it  is  their  public  characters, 
and  those  only,  which  are  intended  to  influence 
the  election  ;  and  such  an  influence  destroys  that 
of  the  States,  bestowed  by  the  Constitution  for 
self-preservation,  by  transferring  to  Congress  a 
power  conferred  on  the  States.  Their  characters 
will  follow  them  into  a  caucus,  either  for  the 
purpose  of  a  bull  dance,  or  for  nominating  a 
President. 

Mr,  T.  said  that  he  had  not  previously  men- 
tioned the  word  caucus  in  this  debate,  nor  should 
he  have  now  done  .so,  had  he  not  been  personally 
called  upon  ;  but  that,  if  the  resolutions  for  amend- 
ing the  Constitution  should  be  taken  up,  it  would 
be  necessary  to  consider  that  subject,  as  having  a 
tendency  towards  that  consolidated  and  concen- 
trated form  of  government  towards  which  we 
were  verging  with  awful  rapidity.  At  this  junc- 
ture, its  thorough  examination  would  produce  an 
excitement  inconsistent  with  a  discreet  considera- 
tion of  the  amendments;  and  therefore  he  con- 
curred in  the  proposed  postponement. 


Mr.  Mills  stated  the  views  which  induced  him 
to  move  for  the  indefinite  postponement  of  this 
subject.  He  had  believed  that  it  was  quite  im- 
possible to  act  upon  these  resolutions  at  the  pre- 
sent session ;  that  the  public  sentiment  was  not 
yet  prepared  for  any  amendment  on  this  subject, 
and  that  a  sufficient  number  of  the  Senate,  to 
carry  any  one  of  these  amendments,  could  not  be 
induced  to  vote  for  any  amendment.  He  thought 
the  present  was  not  the  best  time  for  the  consider- 
ation of  the  subject,  and  that  there  were  so  many 
and  so  various  propositions,  that  no  one  of  them 
would  be  adopted  at  present. 

Mr.  Kelly,  of  Alabama,  next  took  the  floor, 
and  began  with  observing  that  he  would  endeavor, 
so  far  as  it  was  practicable,  to  withdraw  the  sub- 
ject under  debate  from  the  fog  with  which  it  had 
been  enveloped,  and  to  conform  to  the  rule  of  de- 
bate prescribed  by  the  Chair.  He  remarked,  that 
the  whole  discussion  on  this  caucus  question,  had 
arisen  from  a  want  of  forbearance  on  the  part  of 
the  gentlemen  who  had  advocated  that  measure. 
The  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  King)  had 
been  charged  with  a  change  of  opinion  on  the 
subject  o/  the  Constitutional  amendments,  and 
had  risen  in  his  defence,  and  justified  his  disposi- 
tion to  delay  acting  on  the  subject  at  this  crisis, 
on  account  of  the  central  power  which  now  pre- 
sumed to  select  candidates  for  the  Presidency  and 
Vice  PreMdency  of  the  United  States.  Whether 
he  actually  used  the  cabalistic  and  portentous 
word,  caiu-m,  or  not,  I  hold  it,  said  Mr.  K.,  imma- 
terial. He  certainly  spoke  of  a  central  power, 
that  had  arisen  in  this  Government,  not  known  to 
the  Constitution,  and  unfriendly  to  the  liberties  of 
the  nation  ;  and  whether  he  called  it  a  caucus  or 
not,  he  certainly  did,  said  Mr.  K.,  assure  the  gen- 
tlemen that  he  had  no  unfriendly  feelings  towards 
any  person  who  differed  from  him  in  opinion. 
Now,  said  Mr.  K.,  this  remark  was  received  with 
the  most  extraordinary  sensitiveness  on  the  part 
of  these  gentlemen ;  they  had,  with  an  ultra  chi- 
valrous tsprit  du  co7'ps,  immediately  rushed  into  a 
contest  on  the  caucus  question,  and  had  entered 
into  arguments  in  support  of  that  measure.  Mr. 
K.  repeated,  that  a  very  small  portion  of  forbear- 
ance, in  that  stage  of  the  debate,  would  have  pre- 
vented the  discussion  altogether ;  but,  as  gentle- 
men had  thought  proper  to  assume  a  different 
course,  it  had  certainly  become  necessary  that  their 
remarks  should  be  answered  and  their  arguments 
refuted.  This  had  been  done  by  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  in  respect  to  the  arguments 
which  were  urged  on  the  other  side,  before  he  ad- 
dressed the  Senate.  But  other  arguments  had  still 
been  advanced,  and  to  these,  Mr.  K.  said,  he  would 
now  proceed  to  reply.  Waiving,  for  the  present, 
the  Constitutional  question,  he  would  notice  the 
argument  of  the  necessity  of  a  caucus,  as  a  party 
measure.  Now,  without  arguing  how  far  a  cau- 
cus could  be  justified  on  that  ground,  he  would 
say  that  such  a  measure  could  certainly  not  be 
justified  as  a  party  measure,  where  only  a  small 
minority  could  be  got  to  unite  in  it.  He  had  al- 
ways understood  that  the  very  first  principle  of 
the  Republican  party,  to  which  he  belonged,  was, 
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that  a  majority  only  could  act  or  speak  for  the 
party,  and  this,  indeed,  seemed  to  be  a  sacred  prin- 
ciple, that  could  in  no  rase  be  disregarded.  But 
the  gentlemen  of  the  present  day  have  conquered 
the  difficulty  that  embarrassed  Archimedes:  when 
he  stood  a  solitary  Colossus  on  the  vortex  of  me- 
chanical science,  he  exclaimed,  "Give  me  a  place 
to  stand,  and  I'll  move  the  world."  Gentlemen 
have  stricken  from  this  sentence  the  ''■  do^  pon  sto^'' 
and  the  article  '- kai,''''  and  retain  only  the"' /(m 
kosniou  kinezo.''''  They  now  propose  to  raise  the 
world  without  a  fulcrum — here  Mr.  K.  was  called 
to  order  by  the  Chair.  The  President  said  that, 
in  his  opinion,  the  debate  had,  on  the  former  days, 
assumed  a  much  wider  range  than  the  strict  rules 


pending.     With  the  sentiment  of  the  Legislature 
of  the  State,  he  most  heartily  concurred. 

In  entering  on  the  subject,  he  said  that  he 
should  endeavor  to  conform  to  .the  decision  of  the 
Chair,  and  that  he  would  not  intentionally  bring 
into  discu;i>ion  matter  foreign  from  the  true  ques- 
tion before  the  Senate — for  he  firmly  believed  that 
the  decision  of  the  presiding  officer  was  correct, 
and  ought  lo  be  enforced. 

It  would  become  necessary  for  him.  however, 
to  animadv  ert  on  the  Constitution  as  it  as  present, 
and  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the  per- 
nicious practices  which  had  obtained  and  grown 
up  under  it,  which  threatened,  ultimately,  to  sub- 

^,^^^^^ ^ vert  the  liberties  of  the  people.     It  was  the  duly 

of  order  would  authorize;  h'e  himself  was  not  then  |  of  an  able  surgeon  to  probe  the  wound  to  the  bol- 
in  the  chair;  and  that  he  conceived  it  to  be  his  lom,  that  he  might  be  the  better  enabled  to  devise 
duty,  at  this  point,  to  confine  the  discus.sion  to  the    and  apply  an  eflecti re  remedy 


precise  question  before  the  Senate.  Mr^  Kelly 
said,  it  was  bis  intention  to  have  replied  to  some 
of  the  opinions  heretofore  expressed  in  debate,  in 
favor  of  the  meeting  alluded  to ;  but,  as  the  Chair 
had  decided  that  it  was  not  in  order  to  do  so,  he 
should  submit  to  the  decision, and  take  his  seat. 
Mr.  Barbotr,  who  was  in  the  chair  when  the 


It  would  not  be  denied,  he  said,  that  it  was  the 
intention  of  the  Convention  which  framed  the 
Constitution  to  give  to  the  people  the  election  of 
their  Chief  Magistrate.  But  what  have  we  been 
told  by  my  highly  esteemed  friend  and  colleague, 
(Mr.  Macon,)  who  is  certainly  high  authority? 
Why,  that  the  President   had,  since   the  days  of 


discussion  alluded  lo  commenced,  fell  it  his  duly  j  General  Washington,  been  (Utpay$  eUcUd  by  Cen- 
to explain  the  reasons  which  had  induced  him  lo  j  ^'^-^ 
allow  a  wider  latitude  to  that  debate  than  had 
been  indicated  lo  be  proper,  by  the  Chair,  at  this 
time.  It  was  in  consequence  of  his  peculiar  situ- 
ation, in  connexion  with  thai  meeting,  that  he 
had  refrained  from  calling  gentlemen  lo  order, 
who  had  introduced  its  discussion.  He  consider- 
ed  that  it  was   better  that   the  liberty  of  debate 

should  be  sometimes  abused,  than  thai   it  should  ,  ,  ^  ,  ,,      .    ,  , 

be  curtailed— the  mure  especially,  as  every  gentle- 1  "P^Q  "n>y  l*^  conform  to  ihe  will  o!  their  rulers, 
man  stood  answerable  before  the  country  for  any  Now,  if  these  unconsmutional  proceedings  are  to 
remarks  he  might  make  in  this  Senate. 


This,  said  Mr.  B.,  is  the  most  alarming  declara- 
tion, and  surely  it  becomes  necessary  that  some- 
thing should  be  done  to  prevent  that  from  taking 
place  in  future.  The  Constitution  provides,  that 
ihe  President  shall  be  elected  by  the  people,  through 
their  Electors;  but  we  find  that  a  plan  has  been 
found  out,  aielling  aside  this  provision — the  Presi- 
dent is   to   U*  chosen,  and   the   people  are  called 


After  the  lapse  of  a  few  minutes,  and  after 
another  gentleman  had  risen  to  sp.eak,  the  Vice 
President  observed,  that  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama  was  entitled  lo  the  floor,  if  he  chose  lo 
progress. 

Mr.  Kelly  then  rose,  and  observed,  that  he  un- 
derstood himself  lo  have  been  deprived  of  the 
floor  by  the  decision  of  the  Chair.  To  which  ihe 
Vice  President  replied,  that  the  merits  of  the 
question  before  the  Senate  might  be  discussed, 
and  that  the  gentleman  might  progress.  Mr. 
Kelly  then  observed,  that  he  would  not  attempt 


be  continued,  and  the  President  hereafter  is  to  be 
chosen  by  Congreis  actin/j  in  caucus,  it  is  manifest 
that  the  Coiisiitution  will  not  only  be  practically 
altered,  but  that  a  door  will  be  opened  lo  the 
greatest  abuses  and  corruption.  We  will  soon 
find  that  the  President  will  be  chosen  only  by 
means  of  intrigue  and  management  with  the 
members  of  Congress. 

Is  not  the  mischief,  therefore,  abundantly  evi- 
dent ?  Either  make  some  alteration,  so  as  to  give 
ejUciency  to  the  vole  of  the  people,  or  let  them  no 
longer  t>e  deluded  with  the  fallacious  idea  that 
they  exercise  the  power  themselves.  It  is  not 
worth  while  to  disguise  the   fact   from   ourselves. 


to  evade  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  and  that  if  he  ;  vVe  all  see  it.  Indeed,  it  must  be  manifest  lo  the 
could  not  be  permuted  to  reply  lo  political  doc-  '0,1  superficial  observer,  ihatthe  difl"ereni  deparl- 
trines  preached  here  for  home  consumption,  he  mgnt*  of  the  Government,  instead  of  acting  as 
had  no  wish  to  speak.  i  checks  on  each  other,  are  naturally  drawn  to  play 

Mr.  Branch,  of  North  Carolina,  asked  the  in- 1  into  each  other's  hands;  particularly  the  Execu- 
dulgence  of  the  Senate  for  the  purpose  of  submit- {  live  and  Congrev*.  The  gentleman  from  New 
t^ng,  for  iheir  consideration,  a  few  thoughts  in  |  Jersey,  (Mr.  Dickerson,)  l»  whom  1  have  listened 
relation  to  the  important  subject-matter  under  j  with  much  pleasure,  has  failed  to  assign  any  rea- 
discussion.  He  said  it  was  due  to  the  Slate  he  !  son  why  it  is  unsafe  to  return  the  election  lo  the 
had  the  honor  in  part  to  represent,  for  him  tosu{>-  Electors.  I  must  therefore  presume,  said  Mr.  B., 
port  the  amendment  to   the  Constitution,  which    that  none  exists. 

proposes  to  establish  an  uniform  mode  for  the  ap-  j  Let  us,  then,  said  Mr.  H.,  throw  off  this  usurped 
pointmcot  of  Electors  of  President  and  Vice  Pres-  authority,  and  return  lo  the  people  the  rights  of 
idem,  and  lo  himself,  to  oppose  the  indefinite  which  they  have  been  wrongfully  shorn.  From 
postponement   of  the   various   propositions  now    whence  do  the  members  of  Congress  derive  the 
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power  to  elect  the  President  of  the  United  Stales? 
I  hazard  nothing,  said  Mr.  B.,  in  saying  that  the 
power  is  noi  to  be  found  in  the  Constitution,  and 
that  it  IS,  consequently,  an  encroachment  upon  the 
sovereignly  of  the  people:  the  more  alarming,  in- 
asmuch as  it  is  exercised  in  the  corrupt  atmos- 
phere of  Executive  patronage  and  influence.  Make 
me  President,  and  I  will  make  you  a  Minister,  a 
Secretary,  or,  at  all  events,  I  will  provide  you 
with  a  good  berth,  suited  to  your  wants,  if  not  lo 
your  capacity.  And  thus  we  shall  barter  away 
the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  people,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  best  interests  of  the  country,  and  ihe 
charter  of  our  liberties.  The  mischief^  is  abun- 
dantly manifest.  Let  us  not,  then,  turn  a  deaf 
ear  to  the  admonitions  of  duty,  and  the  voice  of 
an  enlightened  community,  but  rather  let  us  have 
the  magnanimity  to  return — to  leave  the  things 
which  belong  to  the  Constitution,  even  though,  in 
doing  so,  we  part  with  some  of  our  influence. 
The  President  and  Congress  were  intended,  by 
the  wise  framers  of  our  Constitution,  to  act  as 
checks,  each  upon  the  other;  but,  by  the  system 
at  present  practised,  they  lose  ihe  benefit  of  this 
.salutary  provision.  For,  as  has  been  observed  by 
ray  honorable  colleague,  the  Congress  have  al- 
ways made  the  President,  and  will  continue  to  do 
it.  Yes,  sir,  the  voice  of  that  orthodox  and  expe- 
rienced statesman  has  said  so,  and  I  have  no  rea- 
son to  doubt  the  correctness  of  his  assertion. 

It  ought  not  to  be  said,  observed  Mr.  B.,  that  we 
are  incapable  of  acting  on  this  important  subject 
calmly  and  dispassionately.  Our  present  session 
is  comparatively  unlimited— it  is,  in  truth,  the 
long  se-NJon — our  table  is  not  burdened  with  im- 
portant business;  we  sit  but  two  or  three  hours  in 
the  day,  and  but  five  days  out  of  the  week  ;  this 
objection  cannot,  therefore,  be  sustained.  And  as 
to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  composed  of 
gentlemen  Jdvtinced  in  years,  possessing  a  char- 
acter, and  iv0^i  too,  for  their  discretion  and  in- 
telligence, being  hu>ried  away  by  passion  or  ex- 
citement. I  cannot,  said  Mr.  B.,  believe  it  for  a 
moment.  We  are  all  convinced  that  no  alteration 
can  be  made  in  time  in  afTect  the  approaching 
Presidential  election.  Hence,  whatever  excite- 
ment may  be  felt,  it  will  not  be  of  a  pernicious 
character,  but  will  ^iher  tend  to  elicit  the  best 
and  most  eflfectual  remedy.  If  we  suffer  the  pre- 
sent jrropitious  moment  to  pass  by,  what  may  we 
expect?  Why,  sir,  that  the  nation  will  again  fall 
into  a  state  of  apathy,  and  that  nothing  will  be 
done  until  the  people  are  again  called  on  to  elect 
another  Chief  Magistrate,  when  we  shall  have 
to  deprecate  the  recurrence  of  all  the  mischief 
at  present  complained  of,  and  which  threatens 
such  alarming  consequences  to  the  peace  and  se- 
curity of  society. 

Mr.  Hayne,  of  South  Carolina,  rose,  in  reply 
to  Mr.  Dickerson,  and  said,  that  he  should  cer- 
tainly have  availed  himself  of  the  present  occasion 
to  reply  lo  the  additional  argument  urged  on  the 
other  side  on  the  now  forbidden  topic,  but  the  de- 
cision of  the  President  (to  which  he  was  disposed 
to  bow  with  reverence)  would  induce  him  to  con- 
fine  his  remarks   strictly  to   the  Constitutional 


question.  On  that  subject  it  was  necessary  he 
should  say  a  few  words  in  reply  to  the  honoi-able 
gentleman  from  New  Jersey.  That  gentleman 
had  treated  the  subject  as  if  the  question  was, 
whether  the  President  should,  on  all  occasions 
hereafter,  be  elected  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, voting  by  Stales,  or  by  the  joint  ballot  of 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives;  and  he 
had  endeavored  to  show  that  the  latter  was  the 
preferable  mode.  If  that,  said  Mr.  H.,  be  admit- 
ted to  be  the  question,  he  would  have  no  hesita- 
tion in  adhering  to  the  vote  by  States — because, 
the  Constitution  having  made  that  provision  in 
favor  of  the  small  Slates,  he  could  perceive  no 
reason  or  propriety  in  calling  on  ihem  to  surren- 
der the  privilege  merely  for  the  purpose  of  increas- 
ing the  power  of  the  large  Slates.  Power  was  of 
more  importance  to  the  former  thai%  could  be  to 
the  latter,  and  where  the  Constituiion  had  con- 
fided it,  he  presumed  it  ought  not  to  be  surrender- 
ed except  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  some  essen- 
tial benefit  either  lo  themselves  or  to  the  country 
at  large.  But  the  gentleman  informs  us  that  the 
election  of  the  President  bv  the  National  Legisla- 
ture cannot  be  objectionable,  because  the  journals 
of  the  Convention  prove  that  the  great  men  who 
framed  the  Constitution  did,  at  one  stage  of  their 
deliberations,  actually  agree  to  that  mode  of  ap- 
pointment; though  ihey  afterwards  changed  their 
opinion,  and  thus  (contrary  to  the  usual  authority 
of  precedents)  a  final  decision  against  a  measure 
is  considered  by  the  gentleman  as  an  argument  in 
its  favor.  It  is  true,  said  Mr.  H.,  that  it  was  pro- 
posed in  the  Convention  to  elect  the  President  by 
the  National  Legislature,  and  this  proposition  was 
at  first  agreed  to;  but  the  evils  of  that  system 
soon  began  lo  be  understood  ;  it  lost  friends  almost 
daily;  and,  after  the  mature  deliberation  of  sev- 
eral months,  ihe  plan  was  finally  abandoned — 
only  two  States  voting  for  it.  A  short  lime  after- 
wards, the  Constituiion,  in  its  present  form,  pro- 
viding for  the  election  of  a  President  by  Electors, 
was  unanimously  adopted.  If  this  plan  had  been 
hastily  adopted,  and  without  comparing  it  with 
others,  it  might  be  supposed  ihat  it  bad  not  re- 
ceived the  deliberate  sanction  of  the  Convention. 
But,  when  it  appears  that,  during  a  period  of  sev- 
eral months,  the  wisest  assembly  that  ever  met  in 
council  were  deliberating  on  the  question,  whe^ 
iher  an  election  by  the  National  Legislature  or  by 
Electors  was  to  be  preferred;  when  it  is  found 
that  all  their  doubts  were  finally  removed,  and 
that  they  became  thoroughly  convinced  there  was 
great  danger  lo  be  apprehended  from  permitting 
Congress  to  interfere  in  the  choice  of  the  Presi- 
dent, their  final  adoption  of  ihe  Electoral  system, 
under  such  circumstances,  was  a  triumphant  au- 
thority arainst  an  election  by  the  National  Legis- 
lature. The  gentleman  from  New  Jersey,  relying 
on  his  precedent,  has  not  attempted  to  answer  the 
argument  which  Mr.  H.  had  urged  against  his 
proposition.  He  had  not  ventured  lo  deny  that 
the  district  system,  in  itself,  had  a  tendency  to 
produce  a  failure  of  the  election,  and  lo  bring  it 
into  Congress.  Taking  this,  then,  as  admitted, 
the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  had  very  natu- 
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rally  considered  himself  as  called  upon,  in  defence 
of  his  propositions,  lo  prove  that  the  election  of 
the  President  by  Congress  would  be  free  from  ob- 
jection.    But,  said  Mr.  H.,  has  he  succeeded   in 
doing  this  ?    Mr.  H.  had,  on  a  former  occasion, 
contended  that  the  interference  of  the  members  of 
Congress  in   the  Presidential   election,  whether 
they  voted  by  Slates  or  by  polls — whether  they 
voted  in  their  legislative  or  any  other  capacity, 
must  always  be  attended  with  great  danger  to  the 
liberties  of  the  country  ;  that  it  would  be  destruc- 
tive of  the  purity  of  legislation,  confound  the  sep-  j 
arate  departments  of  the  Government,  expose  to  j 
temptation,  to  intrigue,  and  finally  to  corruption,  i 
the  representatives  of  the  people;  and  that  it  was  ! 
against  these  fevils  the  Constitution  was  intended  j 
to  guard.    None  of  these  arguments  has  the  gen-  , 
tleman  answered ;  but  he  turns  frorn  the  subject, 
and  alleges  that  my  proposition  (said  Mr.  H.)  | 
aims  as  fatal  a  blow  at  the  rights  of  the  small  \ 
Slates  as  his  own,  and  triumphantly  asks,  'Mf  I  ' 
am  prepared  to  surrender  any  power  of  the  small  j 
Slates  without  an  equivalent,  without  a  price, and  i 
adds,  that  he  is  not  willing  to  do  so."     Now,  said  \ 
Mr.  H.,  the  proposition  I  have  submitted,  has  for  ! 
its  object  to  efTect  the  election  of  the  President  by  ! 
the  people,  and  to  keep  it  entirely  out  of  the  hands  j 
of  Congress,     If  this  involvecf  the  surrender  of  j 
the  contingent  power  of  the  small  States  to  elect  | 
the  President  by  States,  in  the  event  of  the  failure  i 
of  the  election  by  the  people,  that  surrender  was  j 
founded  on  the  belief  that,  to  elect  the  President 
by  the  people,  was  to  carry  into  effect  the  true  in- 
tention of  the  Constitution,  and  to  avoid  evils  of 
very  great  magnitude,  which  must  result  from  an 
election  by  Congress. 

Mr.  Hayne  said  he  was  satisfied  that  the  small 
States,  from  their  devotion  to  the  Union,  would 
be  unwilling  to  give  up  the  contingent  power 
alluded  to,  provided  a  plan  could  be  devised  by 
which  the  choice  of  the  President,  by  the  Elect- 
ors, could  be  secured  ;  and  they  would  do  this 
"  without  any  equivalent,"  except  that  which 
would  be  derived  i'rom  promoting  the  permanent 
prosperity  and  glory  of  the  country.  He  was  per- 
suaded that  the  patriotic  StcAe  he  had  the  honor 
in  part  to  represent  would  prefer  that  the  Presi- 
dent should,  in  alt  cases,  be  chosen  by  the  Elect- 
ors, than  that  he  should  be  chosen  by  the  House 
of  Representatives,  voting  even  by  States,  To 
keep  that  election  from  Congress,  (an  election 
which,  with  its  attendant  circumstances,  could 
not  but  disturb  the  harmony  and  impair  the  purity 
of  that  body,)  the  small  States  would,  he  was 
confident,  be  found  willing  to  unite  in  an  amend- 
ment of  the  Constitution.  But,  if  the  course  of 
legislation  was  to  be  disturbed,  and  Congress  are 
to  elect  the  President,  the  small  States  never 
would,  and  never  ought  to,  consent  to  change  the 
mode  of  voting.  They  would,  from  their  devo- 
tion to  liberty,  make  a  sacrifice  of  a  portion  of 
their  power  on  the  iliar  of  their  country  ;  but 
they  would  never  make  it  merely  to  add  to  the 
power  of  others.  The  difference,  then,  said  Mr. 
H.,  between  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  and 
himself  consisted  in  this — the  gentleman  was  wil- 


ling to  surrender  the  power  of  voting  for  a  Presi- 
dent by  States,  and  was  disposed  to  accent  in  lieu 
of  it  a  joint  ballot  of  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives;  while  Mr.  H.,  on  the  other  hand, 
was  unwilling  to  make  that  surrender,  unless  the 
choice  of  the  President  by  the  people  could  be 
secured,  without  any  possible  interference  by  Con- 
gress. Mr.  H.  said  he  was  satisfied  that  the  State 
he  represented,  and  the  small  States  generally, 
would  never  be  templed  to  wish  that  the  election 
of  a  President  should  fail,  even  though  their  in- 
fluence in  the  election  might  thereby  be  increased. 
This  was  the  principle  on  which  he  was  prepared 
to  act.  It  did  not  appear  lo  him  to  be  impracti- 
cable so  to  amend  the  Constitution  as  to  secure 
an  election  by  the  Electors.  In  the  event  of  a 
failure  at  the  first  ballot,  let  them  be  re<iuired  to 
make  a  second  attempt,  under  such  circumstances 
as  will  secure  jan  election.  He  saw  no  insuper- 
able difficulty  in  arranging  the  details  of  such  a 
plan.  But,  if  the  genireman  could  show  thai  the 
plan  was  wholly  impracticable,  and  the  election 
cannot,  by  any  means,  be  kepi  out  of  Congress, 
then,  Mr.  H.  said,  he  would  be  compelled  to  come 
to  the  conclusion,  that  the  Constitution  must  re- 
main as  it  is,  until  further  experience  >hall  sug- 
gest a  remedy  for  the  evils  we  are  destined  to  suf- 
fer. One  thinff  he  considered  certain,  that  the 
small  States  never  would  consent  lo  change  the 
present  mode  of  election  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  any  other  in  which  Congres?  should 
have  any  concern,  however  they  mi^ht  be  dis- 
posed to  unite  in  any  plan  which  would  effect  the 
choice  of  the  Chief  Magistrate  by  the  unbiassed 
suffrages  of  the  people. 

Mr.  DicKERdu.N  replied,  that  he  had  noi  mis- 
undersloo(l  the  gentleman.  He  had  not  supposed 
his  argument  in  favor  of  an  election  of  a  Presi- 
dent by  the  House  of  Representatives,  but  exactly 
the  reverse.  When,  however,  the  operations  of 
the  resolutions  reported,  are  considered,  it  ought 
to  be  with  reference  to  the  Constitution  as  it  now 
stands.  Is  it  more  safe  to  trust  the  two  Houses 
of  Congress,  voting  by  joint  ballot,  with  the  elec- 
tion of  President,  or  to  trust  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives alone,  voting  by  States  ?  The  propo- 
sition of  the  gentleman,  to  send  the  election  back 
to  the  Elector>,  after  their  first  ballot  shall  have 
failed,  is  subject  to  insuperable  objections,  as  may 
be  shown  when  this  point  shall  be  considered. 
One  decisive  objection  is,  that  no  good  could  re- 
sult from  sending  the  question  back  to  the  men 
who  had  made  up  and  expressed  their  minds 
upon  the  subject;  who  had  decided,  and,  by  their 
decision,  precluded  all  reasonable  hope  of  coming, 
by  fair  means,  to  a  choice,  by  the  requisite  ma- 
jority. But,  if  there  were  no  objections  of  this 
character  against  this  proposition,  it  would  still 
be  as  much  an  abandonment  of  the  rights  of  the 
small  States,  as  a  choice  by  ihe  two  Houses  of 
Congress  in  the  last  resort;  and  much  more  so 
than  IS  contemplated  by  the  resolution  reported, 
as  that  requires  an  equal  concession  of  power  on 
the  part  of  the  great  States.  Yet  no  suspicion  can 
be  entertained  that  the  honorable  gentleman  has 
any  unfriendly  feelings  towards  the  small  States. 
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He  considers  the  election  of  a  Presidentiln  the 
House  of  Representatives,  under  any  circum- 
stances, as  an  enormous  evil,  which  he  would 
remedy  by  making  a  sacrifice  greater,  perhaps, 
than  may  be  found  necessary,  and  certainly  too 
great,  if  a  is  to  be  at  the  expense  of  the  small 
States  exclusively. 

Mr.  Macon  rose  in  explanation  of  the  allusion 
made  by  his  honorable  colleague  to  his  remark, 
that  the  President  had  always  been,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  General  Washington,  elected  by  Con- 
gress. He  repeated  the  observation,  with  a  firm 
conviction  of^  its  correctness,  that  this  had  been 
the  case,  and,  in  his  opinion,  it  always  would  be 
the  case.  If  the  membiers  of  Congress  did  not  act 
in  caucus,  they  would  influence  the  people  in 
some  other  way.  The  people  were  always  writing 
to  the  members  to  gel  their  opinion  upon  the  dif 


$5,000.  Leave  Was  accordingly  granted.  The 
resolution  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  read- 
ing. 

Mr,  Brown  presented  the  resolution  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  express- 
ing, as  their  opinion,  that  further  and  more  eflfec- 
tual  measures  should  be  adopted  by  Congress  for 
the  promotion  and  protection  of  American  manu- 
factures ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Brown  presented  the  resolution  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  requesting 
their  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Congress 
to  use  their  exertions  to  procure  the  passage  of  a 
law  authorizing  them  to  select  and  locate  certain 
portions  of  the  public  lands  within  the  Slate,  for 
the  use  of  schools,  in  conformity  to  the  compact 
between  that  State  and  the  United  Slates;  which 


Jerent  candidates,  and  their  opinions  would  have    was  read,  and  referred  lo  the  Committee  in  Pub- 
g:reat  effect,     Mr.  M.  said  he  was  willing  to  alter  |  lie  Lands 


the  Constitution,  but  Congress,  said  he,  will  elect 
the  President,  be  the  Constitution  what  it  may. 

The  question  was  then  put,  on  postponing  the 
whole  subject  indefinitely,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative— yeas  30,  nays'  13,  as  follows: 

YiAS— Messrs.  Barbour,  Barton,  Bell,  Brown, 
Chandler,  Clayton,  D'Wolf,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Find- 
lay,  Havne,  Holmes  of  Mississippi,  Johnson  of  Ken- 
tucky, Henry  Johnson,  Josiah  «.  Johnston,  Kelly, 
King  of  .\labama.  King  of  New  York,  Knight,  Lan- 
man,  Lloyd  of  Massachusetu.  .Mills,  Palmer.  Parrolt, 
Seymour,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiina,  Taylor  of  Vir- 
ginia, Van  Dyke,  and  Williams. 

Nats— Messrs.  Benton,  Branch,  Dickerson,  Elliott, 
Holmes  of  Maine,  Lowrie,  Macon.  Noble,  Ruggles, 
Smith,  Thomas,  Van  Buren,  and  Ware. 

So  it  was  resolved  that  the  said  resolution  be 
indefinitely  postponed. 


Tuesday,  March  23. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
memorial  of  VV^illiam  Duane,  made  a  report,  ac- 
companied by  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Colonel  Wil- 
liam Duane ;  which  were  read,  and  the  bill  passed 
to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  He.nry  Johnson  submitted  the  following 
motion  for  consideration:  * 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands 
be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  author- 
izing the  Secretary  of  Treasury  to  cause  the  swamp 
lands  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  belonging  to  the  in- 
habitants of  the  parishes  of  .\uakapas,  Opelousas,  and 
Avoyelles,  to  be  surveyed,  and  separated  from  the 
public  domains  and  private  claims. 

Mr.  LowRiE  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  extending  the  benefit  of  copy-rights  to 
the  authors  of  paintings  or  drawiigs  ;  which  was 
read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

In  pursuance  of  notice  given  yesterday,  Mr. 
Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  asked  leave  to  introduce 
a  joint  resolution,  to  authorize  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  purchase  of  Rembrandt  Peale 
an  equestrian  portrait  of  Washington  ;  provided 
the  same  can  be  obtained  for  a  sum  not  to  exceed 
18ih  Con.  1st  Sess.— 14 


Mr.  Brown  presented  the  resolutions  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  Stale  of  Ohio,  recom- 
mending to  Congress  the  considera^on  of  a  sys- 
tem providing  for  the  gradual  emancipation  of 
persons  of  color,  held  in  servitude  in  the  United 
States ;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Van  Buren,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
''An  act  giving  ihrconsent  and  sanction  of^Con- 
gress  to  a  certain  act  of  the  Legislative  Council  of 
the  Territory  of  Florida,"  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Sarah  Chilwood;"  and  it  was  postponed  to  Mon- 
day next. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  the  terms  ol  hold- 
ing the  district  court  of  the  United  Stales  for  the 
District  of  Illinois,"  in  which  they  request  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  was 
read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  supplementary  to  "An 
act  to  incorporate  a  company  for  making  certain 
turnpike  roads  in  the  District  of  Columbia;"  and 
it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  HoL.MEs,  of  Maine,  presented  the  petition  of 
Isaac  Russell,  praying  a  pension  ;  which  was  read, 
and  referrred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mitiee  of  the  Whole,  the  bill  in  addition  to  an  act, 
entitled  "An  act  to  amend  the  ordinance  and  acts 
of  Congress  for  the  government  of  the  Territory 
of  Michigan,  and  for  other  purposes,"  and,  on  mo- 
tion, it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  lo  consider,  as  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  re- 
lative to  the  election  of  a  President  and  Vice  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States;  and,  on  motion,  it  was 
postponed  to  Tuesday  next. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  declaring  the  consent 
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of  Congress  to  the  revocation  of  certain  parts  of 
the  ordinances  therein  mentioned  ;  and,  on  motion, 
it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  for  enclosing  the  bu- 
rial ground  of  Christ  Church  parish  ;  and,  on  mo- 
tion, it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  further  to  amend  the 
judicial  system  of  the  United  Stales,  and  provi- 
ding for  the  holding  of  circuit  courts ;  and,  on  mo- 
tion, it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  resolution  submitted  yesterday,  by  Mr.  Ben- 
ton, directing  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  extinguishing  the 
Indian  title  to  lands  on  the  south  side  of  Lake  Su- 
perior, supposed  to  contain  valuable  copper  mines, 
was  again  read,  and  agreed  to. 

The  bill  to  "abolish  imprisonment  ^or  debt," 
was  again  taken  up  for  consideration.  Mr.  Van 
Dyke  opposed  an  amendment  in  the  fourth  sec- 
tion of  the  bill,  providing  that  the  creditor  shall 
have  power  to  put  questions  to  the  debtor,  to  be 
answered  on  oath,  respecting  the  disposition  of  his 
property.  The  bill  was  then  postponed,  and  made 
the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Rej^resentatives 
"  providing  for  the  necessary  surveys  fur  roads  and 
canals,"  was  next  taken  up.  Mr.  Benton  pro- 
posed, by  way  of  amendment  to  this  bill,  an  entire 
new  bill.  The  amendment  was  read,  ;ind  the  sub- 
ject was  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the 
day  for,  Thursday  next. 

The  bill  introduced  by  Mr.  H.  Johnson,  of  Lou- 
isiana, and  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  "  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Don  Harpin 
de  la  Guatrais"  was  taken  up  for  consideration,  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole.  This  bill  proposes  to 
relinquish  the  title  to  a  certain  tract  of  land  in 
Louisiana,  to  the  persons  for  whose  relief  it  is 
drawn,  they  having  held  the  Spanish  titles  to  the 
same,  the  records  of  which  have  been  destroyed  by 
fire. 

Mr.  H.  Johnson, of  Louisiana,  stated  the  grounds 
upon  which  thisclaimwasfounded.  Someremarks 
were  made  upon  it,  by  Messrs.  King,  of  Alabama, 
Chandler,  and  Eaton.  The  bill  was  then  re- 
ported to  the  Senate  without  amendment,  and 
passed  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  "supplementary  to  the  several  acts  provi- 
ding for  the  ascertaining  of  land  claims,  in  the  St. 
Helena  and  Jackson  Districts,  in  the  State  of  Lou- 
isiana," was  taken  up  for  consideration,  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole.  The  sum  of  .S1,5(K),  the  an- 
nual salary  to  be  allowed  to  the  registers  of  the 
land  offices,  and  the  receivers  of  public  moneys, 
to  be  appointed  under  this  act,  was  stricken  out, 
and  a  motion  was  made  to  insert  §800  in  lieu  of 
it.  This  amendment  underwent  some  discussion, 
in  relation  to  the  duties  to  be  performed  by  these 
officers,  in  which  Messrs.  H.  Johnson,  Rugoleh, 
King,  of  Alabama,  Lowrie,  and  Eaton,  took  part. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  H.  Johnson,  the  bill  was  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 
The  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Claims, 


"  for  therelief  of  Captain  Thomas  Staniford,"  was 
takea  up  for  consideration,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole.  This  bill  provides  for  the  release  of  the 
petitioner  from  a  judgment  for  §7,282  92,  found 
against  him,  in  favor  of  the  United  States.  The 
petitioner  was  a  deputy  paymaster  during  the  late 
war — previous  to  the  settlement  of  his  accounts 
with  the  proper  department,  his  documents  and 
vouchers  were  lost,  by  fire,  in  the  city  of  New 
York.  In  consequence  of  this  loss,  he  has  since 
been  unable  to  settle  his  accounts  ;  and  this  judg- 
ment has  been  found  against  him,  although  he  is 
not,  in  fact,  indebted  to  the  Government.  Mr, 
RuGGLEs  stated  the  merits  of  this  case;  the  bill 
was  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  passed  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  read  the  third  time. 

The\bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  "  for  the  relief  of  John  McAlister,  and  the 
heirs  of  John  Forbes,"  was  next  taken  up  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole.  This  bill  proposes  to  relin- 
quish the  title  to  a  certain  tract  oi  land,  to  the  per- 
sons for  whose  relitf  it  is  drawn  ;  their  individual 
titles  to  be  ascertained  and  settled  in  a  court  of 
justice.  The  grounds  of  the  bill  were  explained 
by  Messrs.  Barton,  and  King,  of  Alabama,  and 
Mr.  Chandler  opposed  it.  It  was  then  reported 
to  the  Senate,  and  passed  to  be  engrossed,  and  read 
the  third  time,  17  to  14. 

The  bill  introduced,  some  tiriie  since,  by  Mr. 
Taylor,  of  Virginia.  "  to  provide  for  the  settle- 
ment of  certain  pecuniary  claims  against  the  Uni- 
ted States,"  was  taken  up,  and  made  the  order  of 
the  day  for  Monday  next. 

ARKAN8.\S  BOUNDARY. 

Mr.  Benton,  from  the  select  conimittee,  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  17th  December  last,  the  me- 
morial of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Territory 
of  Arkansas,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill 
to  fix  the  western  boundary  line  of  the  Territory 
of  Arkansas  ;  which  were  read,  and  the  bill  passed 
to  a  second  reading. — The  report  is  as  follows: 

That  the  memorialists  represent  that  the  line,  pre- 
scribed by  an  act  of  the  last  cession  of  CongreM,  for 
the  western  boundary  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansss, 
will  pass  through  the  counties  of  Miller  and  Crawford, 
and  leave  a  proportion  of  the  population  of  the  said 
counties  on  the  outside  of  liaid  line  and  beyond  the 
jurisdiction  of  said  Territory  ;  and  they  pray  that  the 
line  may  be  altered,  and  fixed  so  far  west  as  will  in- 
clude the  residue  of  said  counties  and  their  inhabi- 
tants. 

By  information  derived  from  the  Delegate  of  said 
Territory,  the  committee  are  informed  that  the  num- 
ber of  inhabitants  thus  cut  olT  from  the  government 
under  which  they  had  lived,  amounts  to  about  twelve 
hundred  souls;  and  the  inquiries  which  present  them- 
selves, are  :  1st.  Whether  the  said  inhabitants  shall 
be  lett  as  they  are,  without  law  to  govern  them  !  2d. 
or,  Whether  they  shall  be  compelled  to  come  within 
the  present  limits  of  the  Territory  !  3d.  or.  Whether 
the  western  boundary  shall  be  extended  to  include 
them  ? 

Tbe  first  alternative  the  committee  reject,  for  reasons 
too  obvious  to  require  specification.  To  the  second, 
many  objections  are  found,  arising  from  the  organized 
state  of  the  couuties ;  the  claims  which  many  of  the 


inhabitants  set  up  for  pre-emption  rights,  under  the 
Act  of  CoBgress  of  the  12th  of  April,  1814  ;  and,  above 
all,  from  the  fact,  that,  by  an  order  issued  from  the 
War  Department,  the  l&th  December,  1818,  a  line 
drawn  from  the  source  of  the  Koamichi,  to  the  source 
of  the  Poteau,  was  fixed  as  the  limit  of  western  set- 
tlements in  .\rkansas,  and  settlers  west  of  that  line 
were  ordered  to  be  removed  to  the  east  of  it ;  in  the 
execution  of  which  order,  by  the  commanding  officer 
of  Fort  Smith,  on  the  Arkansas  river,  the  settlers  in 
the  now  counties  of  Miller  and  Crawford  were  not  re- 
moved, because  found  to  be  on  the  eastern  side  of  the 
■aid  line.  The  third  alternative  is,  therefore,  adopted 
by  the  committee,  as  well  for  the  reasons  growing  out 
of  the  objections  to  the  first  and  second,  as  because  a 
line  further  west  will  divide  into  two  equal  parts  the 
territory  of  the  United  States  upon  the  Arkansas,  east 
of  the  Mexican  boundary,  and  will  give  to  the  future 
State  of  Arkansas  that  power  and  magnitude,  to  which, 
as  a  frontier  State,  in  relation  both  to  a  foreign  nation 
and  numerous  Indian  tribes,  it  will  be  justly  entitled. 

The  adjustment  of  the  Indian  boundary  lines  not  be- 
ing a  subject  of  legislation,  the  committee  do  not  make 
any  report  upon  the  existing  boundary  between  the 
ChoctAws  and  white  settlers  in  the  Territory  of  .Ar- 
kansas. 7'hey  leave  that  subject  to  the  operation  of 
treaties  made  or  to  be  made,  and  report  a  bill  solely 
for  the  extension  of  the  western  boundary  line  of  the 
Territory  of  Arkansas. 


Wednesday,  March  24. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Govern- 
ment for  the  year  182-4,"  reported  it  with  amend- 
ments; which  were  read. 

Mr.  LowRiE  laid  on  the  table  a  letter  from  the 
Commissioner  of  the  -General  Land  Office,  en- 
closing statements  showing  the  quantity  of  land 
surveyed,  the  quantity  remaining  unsold,  the  esti- 
mated quantity  to  be  surveyed  in  each  district,  and 
the  amount  of  money  due  from  individuals  on  the 
31st  December,  1820,  and  the  30th  September,  1821 
and  1822  ;  and  also  the  quantity  sold,  and  amount 
of  purchase  money  under  the  credit  and  cash  sys- 
tems, respectively,  and  the  quantity  relinquished 
under  the  act  of  1821,  with  the  amount  for  which 
it  sold.  The  letter  and  statements  were  ordered 
to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Van  Blren,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Charles  S.  Hempstead,  and  others,  members  of 
the  bar  in  Missouri,  reported  a  bill  to  alter  the 
times  of  holding  the  District  Courts  in  the  District 
of  Missouri ;  which  was  read,  and  passed  to  a 
second  reading. 

Mr.  Eaton,  from  the  Committee  on  the  District 
of  Columbia,  to  whom  were  referred  the  petition 
of  Hezekiah  Langley  and  Benjamin  M.  Belt,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Hezekiah  Langley 
and  Benjamin  M.  Belt ;  which  was  read,  and 
passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Barton,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  establish  a  Surveyor  Gen- 
eral's Office  in  the  Territory  of  Arkansas;  which 
was  read  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Barton,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 


Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  to  provide 
for  the  appointment  of  a  Surveyor  General  of  the 
lands  of  the  United  States  for  the  State  of  Louisi- 
ana, and  one  Surveyor  General  of  the  lands  of 
the  United  States  for  the  State  of  Mississippi,  re- 
ported it  without  amendment. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Rugoles,  the  Committee  of 
Claims  were  discharged  from  the  consideration  of 
the  petition  of  Demas  Deming. 

Mr.  Hayne  presented  theremonstranceof  Thos. 
Carr,  and  others,  in  behalf  of  the  citizens  of 
Georgetown,  South  Carolina,  against  the  passage 
of  the  bill  now  before  Congress,  to  increase  the 
duties  on  imports;  which  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufac- 
tures. 

The  bill  releasing  to  John  McAlister,  or  the 
legal  representatives  of  John  Forbes,  a  certain 
tract  of  land,  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Don  Har- 
pin de  la  Gautrais  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Captain  Thomas  Stan- 
iford was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  extending  the  benefit  of  copy-rights  to 
the  authors  of  paintings  and  drawings  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary. 

The  bill  to  fix  the  western  boundary  line  of  the 
Territory  of  Arkansas  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  resolutioa  authorizing  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  procure  an  equestrian  portrait  of 
Washington,  was  read  the  second  time;  and,  on 
motion,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill,  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  "An  act  to  alter  the  times  of  holding  the 
District  Court  of  the  United  States  for  the  District 
of  Illinois,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion 
of  yesterday,  to  direct  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  causing 
certain  swamp  lands  in  Louisiana  to  be  surveyed  ; 
and,  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

GENERAL    APPROPRIATIO.\  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  the  Senate,  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  consider 
the  bill  "  making  appropriations  ibrthe  support  of 
Government  for  the  year  1824,"  with  the  several 
amendments  proposed  thereto  by  the  Committee 
on  Finance  in  the  Senate. 

The  several  amendments  proposed  in  the  details 
of  the  bill,  were  taken  up,  in  course.  The  com- 
mittee propose  to  reduce  the  appropriation  agreed 
to  in  the  House,  for  surveying  the  public  lands  of 
the  United  States,  from  ^100,000  to  ^60,000.  A 
discussion  took  place  upon  the  propriety  of  reduc- 
ing this  item;  in  which  Messrs.  Smith,  Lowrie, 
Rl'ggles,  H.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  Holmes,  of 
Maine,  Chandler,  Williams,  Hayne,  and  Ea- 
ton, engaged.     The  amendment  was  adopted. 

The  next  amendment  was,  to  strike  out  the 
amount  of  $1,160,  "  for  improving  the  Capitol 
square,  and  painting  the  railing  round  the  same," 
and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  sum  of  $3,000.    Mr. 
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Smith  explained  the  reasons  for  proposing  this 
increase.  Messrs.  Macon,  and  Holmes,  of  Maine, 
made  some  few  remarks  upon  the  subject ;  and 
the  amendment  was  then  carried. 

The  committee  propose  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
inserting  a  new  clause  as  follows  :  "  for  graduat- 
ing and  improving  the  grounds  attached  to  the 
President's  House,  ^2,000."  This  was  also  agreed 
to. 

The  committee  recommend  that  the  sum  of 
§40,000,  "for  the  relief  of  the  sick,  disabled,  and 
destitute  seamen,  in  foreign  countries,"'  should  be 
stricken  out,  and  $30,000  inserted  for  that  purpose. 
This  amendment  was  adopted. 

They  also  recommend  that  the  appropriation  "  for 
the  Consul  General  at  Paris,  §2,000,"  be  stricken 
out  entirely.  This  amendment  was  supported  by 
Messrs.  Smith,  King,  of  New  York,  and  Holmes, 
of  Maine,  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Parrott,  Lloyd, 
of  Massachusetts,  and  Lowrie.  The  discussion 
turned  upon  the  question,  whether  this  officer  was 
necessary,  or  not.     The  amendment  was  lost. 

The  next  amendment  proposes  to  strike  out 
SlSjOOO,  the  sum  appropriated  *'  for  the  payment  of 
the  salaries  of  the  Commissioner  and  Arbitrator, 
under  the  1st  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  and  half 
the  salaries  of  their  Secretary  and  Messenger ;" 
and  to  insert,  in  lieu  thereof,  the  sum  of  §2,500, 
together  with  the  unexpended  balance  of  the  last 
year's  appropriation.  Mr.  Smith  stated  the  rea- 
sons which  induced  the  committee  to  propose  this 
reduction.  Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  moved  to 
insert,  also,  '"an  agent"  to  be  connected  with  this 
commission,  and  spoke  in  support  of  the  propriety 
of  having  a  public  agent  before  the  commis- 
sioners. Mr.  Smith  opposed  this  motion  ;  and, 
in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  he  stated  that  he 
had  been  informed,  by  a  gentleman  who  acted  as 
agent  for  individual  claimants,  in  Virginia  and 
Ma^ryland,  that  the  amount  recovered,  for  slaves 
taken  from  those  two  States,  would  not  be  suffi- 
cient to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  commission.  Mr. 
Holmes,  of  Maine,  also  opposed  the  motion  for 
the  insertion  of  an  agent,  and  Mr.  Bahbour  advo- 
cated it  at  much  length,  denying  the  statement  of 
Mr.  Smith,  and  controverting  and  answering  all 
the  arguments  of  the  opposers  of  the  appropriation. 
Without  taking  thequestion,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Thursday,  March  25. 

Mr.  Benton,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred  by  a 
resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  23d  instant,  reported 
a  bill  to  authorize  the  President  to  hold  a  treaty 
with  the  Indians  owning  the  country  on  the  soutn 
side  of  Lake  Superior,  for  the  purpose  of  extin- 
guishing their  title  to  certain  districts  supposed  to 
contain  valuable  mines  of  copper ;  wjuch  was 
read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States  for 
the  year  1824,"  in  which  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 


The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  was 
twice  read  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Colonel  William 
Duane;  the  bill  to  alter  the  times  for  holding  the 
District  Court  in  the  district  of  Missouri ;  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Hezekiah  Langley  and  Benjamin 
M.  Belt ;  and  the  bill  to  establish  a  Surveyor  Gen- 
eral's office  in  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  were, 
severally,  read  the  second  time. 

GENERAL  APPROPRIATION   BILL. 

The  unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  being  the 
bill  from  the  other  House,  "  making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  Government,  for  the  year  1821," 
with  the  several  amendments  proposed  thereto,  by 
the  Committee  on  Finance  of  the  Senate,  was 
again  taken  up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  propose  to  amend 
the  bill,  by  striking  out  the  sum  of  S18,000,  ap- 
propriated "  for  the  payment  of  the  salaries  of  the 
Commissioner  and  Arbitrator,  under  the  first  ar- 
ticle of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  half  the  salary  of 
their  Secretary,  and  half  the  contingent  expenses 
of  said  commission  ;"  and  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof, 
the  sum  of  S2,500,"  together  with  the  unexpended 
balance  of  the  last  year's  appropriation  lor  this 
purpose. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  yesterday  moved  to 
amend  this  amendment,  by  including,  in  this  item, 
a  provision  for  a  "  public  agent,"  to  take  care  of  the 
claims  before  this  commission.  That  motion  be- 
ing under  consideration,  when  the  Senate  ad- 
journed yesterday,  the  question  again  recurred 
upon  it.  Mr.  Smith  made  some  further  remarks, 
in  opposition  to  the  motion.  It  was  opposed,  also, 
by  Messrs.  Van  Dyke,  Holmes,  of  Maine,  Noble, 
and  Macon  ;  and  supported  by  Messrs.  Johnson, 
of  Kentucky,  Eaton,  H.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana, 
Barbour,  King,  of  New  York,  and  Hayne. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  observed  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Delaware  having  inquired  by  what 
authority  the  proposed  agent  was  appointed,  and 
what  is  the  nature  of  the  appointment,  he  would 
state  the  opinion  which  he  entertained  on  the  sub- 
ject. The  agency  in  question  having  no  connex- 
ion with  the  Legislature  or  the  Judiciary,  he  con- 
ceived it  to  be  wholly  of  an  Executive  character, 
proceeding  from,  and  having  relation  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive power,  which,  by  the  Constitution,  is 
vested  in  the  President  of  the  United  States.  The 
President  is  authorized  to  nominate,  and,  by  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  appoint  am- 
bassadors, judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  ail 
oiher  officers  of  the  United  States  whose  appoint- 
ments are  not,  by  the  Constitution,  otherwise  pro- 
vided for,  and  which  shall  be  established  by  law. 
The  enumerated  officers  are  created  by  the  Con- 
stitution ;  various  other  officers  of  the  United 
Slates  are  provided  for  by  law.  Executive  ser- 
vices which  from  time  to  time  may  be  requisite, 
and  concerning  which  no  law  has  made  provision, 
from  the  beginning,  have  been  performed  by  agents, 
appointed  by  the  President  alone.  Should  such  ap- 
pointments be  made  unnecessarily,  and,  in  making 
them,  it  should  be  believed  by  the  Congress  that 
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the  Executive  power  is  employed  corruptly  or  im- 
providenily,  they  will  check  such  appointments  by 
refusing  to  appropriate  money  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses of  them.  Congress,  in  exercising  such 
check,  will  act  with  the  discretion  and  caution 
that  the  occasion  calls  for,  manifesting  the  con- 
sideration and  confidence  which  harmony  between 
the  co-ordinate  departments  of  the  Government 
requires. 

Thus,  soon  after  General  Washington  became 
President,  Baron   Steuben  was  sent  to  General 
Halderman,  the   Governor  and   Commander-in- 
chief  of  Canada,  to  ascertain  whether   he  was 
authorized  and  prepared  to  deliver  the  northern 
posts,  pursuant  to  the  treaty  of  peace ;  and,  upon 
General  Halderman's  declining  to  deliver  them, 
Mr.  Gouverneur  Morris,  then  in  Europe  on  his 
private  business,  was  authorized  by  the  President, 
General  Washington,  to  proceed  from  France  to 
England,  to  inquire  of  the  English  Ministry  whe- 
ther orders  had  been  or  would  be  sent  to  the  Com- 
mander-in-chief in  Canada  to  evacuate  the  Ameri- 
can posts,  according  to  treaty.     The  Baron  Steu- 
ben and  Mr.  G.  Morris  were  Executive  agents  on 
these  occasions.    Soon  after  the  commencement  of 
the  war  between  France  and  Great  Britain,  the 
November  Order  of  Council  was  issued  in  Eng- 
land, by  which  their  armed  vessels  were  instructed 
to  detain,  and  send  into  port  for  adjudication,  all 
American  vessels  employed  in  a  trade  which  they 
were  not  permitted  to  carry  on  in  peace  ;  and  the 
British  ships  of  war  detained  American  ships,  and 
impressed  their  seamen  in   the  West  India  seas. 
These  proceedings  induced  President  Washing- 
ton  to  send  Mr.   Higginson,  of  Boston,  to  the 
West    Indies,  as  an    agent,  to   visit  the  British 
islands,  and  to  obtain  from  the  Courts  of  Admi- 
ralty copies  of  the  decrees  of  condemnation  of 
American  vessels  and  cargoes,  and  to  send  these 
to  the  United   States  or  to  London.     About  the 
same  time  Captain  Talbot,  of  the  Navy  of  the 
United  States  was  sent  by  General  Washington, 
as  an  agent,  to  assist  and  recover  the  American 
seamen  impressed  into  the  British  service.     Cap- 
tain Talbot  proceeded  to  Jamaica,  and  other  Eng- 
lish islands,  and  afforded  great  assistance  and  pro- 
tection to  impressed  American  seamen. 

Mr.  Samuel  Bayard  was  contemporaneously 
sent  by  General  Washington,  as  an  a^ent,  to 
England,  to  enter,  in  the  High  Court  oi  Admi- 
ralty, appeals  from  the  colonial  Admiralty  Courts, 
to  engage  proctors  to  assist  him,  and  to  place  in 
their  hands  the  colonial  decrees  of  condemnation 
of  American  vessels  and  cargoes.  All  of  these 
agencies  were  derived  from  mere  Executive  ap- 
pointments ;  they  were  faithfully  executed,  and 
contributed  mucn  to  protect  the  rights  and  to  se- 
cure the  property  of  our  countrymen. 

After  the  treaty  with  Great  Britain,  of  1794, 
two  sets  of  Commissioners  met  in  America.  One, 
concerning  the  river  St.  Croix^ assembled  at  Hali- 
fax ;  another,  concerning  debts,  convened  at  Phil- 
adelphia. A  third  set  of  Commissioners  met  at 
London.  Concerning  the  debts,  an  agent  was 
authorized  by  law  to  be  appointed  by  the  Presi- 
<lent  and  Senate,  to  be  employed  before  the  Phila- 


delphia commission.  Concerning  the  river  St. 
Croix,  an  agent  was  appointed  either  by  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  or  by  the  State  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, that  Slate  being  concerned  in  the  settle- 
ment of  this  boundary.  In  respect  to  the  London 
Commissioners,  three  successive  agents  were  ap- 
pointed by  the  President.  The  first,  Mr.  Bayard, 
by  President  Washington  ;  the  second,  Mr.  Sam- 
uel Cabot,  by  General  Washington,  or  by  his  suc- 
cessor, Mr.  Adams ;  the  third,  Mr.  Erving,  who  su- 
perseded Mr.  Cabot,  by  President  Jefferson.  These 
appointments,  except  the  agent  before  the  Phila- 
delphia commission,  were  not  made  in  pursuance 
of  any  law,  but  considered  as  Executive  agencies, 
appointed  and  employed  by  the  Executive  alone. 

Under  Mr.  Jefferson,  or  his  successors,  Mr.  Poin- 
sett, in  South  America  ;  Mr,  B.  Provost,  in  Peru ; 
Messrs.  Rodney,  Bland,  and  Breckenridge,  at  Bu- 
enos Ayres ;  Mr.  Baptiste  Irvine,  at  Caraccas ; 
Mr.  Tod,  in  Colombia,  and  Mr.  Robinson  in  Mex- 
ico, have  been  employed  as  Executive  agents,  all 
being  appointed  by  the  Executive  alone,  no  law 
creating  their  respective  employment  having  been 
made.  Each  and  all  these  agents  have  been  paid 
out  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  ;  ap- 
propriations for  which  must,  from  time  to  time, 
have  been  made. 

Whether  these  agencies  have  been  carried  fur- 
ther than  they  ought  to  have  been,  Mr.  K.  could 
give  no  information  ;  but  no  opposition  is  recol- 
lected to  have  been  made  to  them.  Within  suit- 
able limits,  the  power  of  the  Executive  to  employ 
agents  to  obtain  information,  with  which  his  office 
requires  he  should  be  furnished,  will  hardly  be 
doubted  ;  and  the  practice  is  the  usage  of  all  other 
nations,  and  has  been  that  of  the  United  States 
from  the  beginning,  and  under  all  the  Presidents. 
The  present  agency  is  thought  to  be  important, 
and  useful  to  the  States  whose  citizens  lost  their 
slaves;  and,  according  to  former  precedents,  this 
agency  is  well  justified  ;  it  is  deemed  requisite  by 
the  Secretary  of  State,  to  whose  Department  the 
subject  belongs ;  it  has  received  the  approbation 
of  the  American  Commissioner  and  Arbitrator ; 
and,  as  the  average  value  of  the  lost  slaves,  the 
most  important  preliminary  point,  yet  remains  to 
be  determined,  the  assistance  of  the  agent  con- 
tinues to  be  useful,  if  not  absolutely  necessary. 
Should  the  agent  be  discontinued,  the  session  of 
the  Commissioners  will  be  prolonged,  and  its  ex- 
pense thereby  enlarged  ;  so  that  the  continuance 
of  the  agency  will  not  only  be  of  general  utility, 
but  a  measure  of  positive  economy. 

The  question  on  Mr.  King's  motion  was  then 
put,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  25  to  13.  The 
discussion  on  this  subject  was  continued  till  four 
o'clock.  The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and 
were  as  follows : 

Ykas — Messrs.  Barbour,  Barton,  Benton,  Brown, 
Eaton,  Edwards,  Elliott,  Findlay,  Hayne,  Holmes  of 
Mississippi,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Henry 
Johnson,  Josiah  S.  Johnston,  Kelly,  King  of  New 
York,  Knight,  Lanman,  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  Mc- 
Ilvaine,  Parrott,  Ruggles,  Seymour,  Taylor  of  Virginia, 
and  Ware— 25. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bell,  Chandler,  Clayton,  Dickerson, 
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HolmM  of  Maine,  Lowrie,  Macon,  Noble,  Smith,  Tay- 
lor of  Indiana,  Thomas,  Van  Buren,  and  Van  Djke 
—13. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


Friday,  March  26. 

Mr.  Noble  moved  to  discharge  the  Committee 
on  Pensions  from  the  consideration  of  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  27th  January,  instructing  said  com- 
mittee to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  placing 
James  Morrow  upon  the  pension  list ;  and,  on 
motion  by  Mr.  Lowrie,  the  said  motion  was  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke  presented  the  memorial  of  An- 
thony C.  Cazenove,  and  others,  inhabitants  of  the 
county  of  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, remonstrating  against  a  recession  of  that  part 
of  said  District  to  the  State  of  Virginia  ;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  President  to  hold  a 
treaty  with  the  Indians  owning  the  country  on 
the  south  side  of  Lake  Superior,  for  the  purpose 
of  extinguishing  their  title  to  certain  districts  sup- 
posed to  contain  valuable  mines  of  copper,  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  following  Message  was  yesterday  received 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States  : 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  : 

Having  stated  to  Congress,  on  the  7th  of  Decem- 
ber last,  that  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  late  Governor  of 
New  York,  was  entitled  to  a  larger  sum  than  that 
reported  in  his  favor  by  the  accounting  officers  of  the 
Government,  and  that,  in  the  execution  of  the  law  of 
the  last  session,  I  had  the  subject  still  under  considera- 
tion, I  now  communicate  to  you  the  result. 

On  full  consideration  of  the  law  by  which  this  duty 
was  enjoined  on  me,  and  of  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  the  basis  of  which  the  law  was  founded,  I 
have  thought  that  I  was  authorized  to  adopt  the  prin- 
ciples laid  down  in  that  report,  in  deciding  on  the 
aum  which  should  be  allowed  to  him  for  his  services. 
With  this  view,  and  on  a  comparison  of  his  services 
with  those  which  were  rendered  by  other  disbursing 
officers,  taking  into  consideration,  also,  his  aid  in  ob- 
taining loans,  I  had  decided  to  allow  him  five  per  cent, 
for  all  sums  borrowed  and  disbursed  by  him,  and  of 
which  decision  I  informed  him.  Mr.  Tompkins  has 
since  stated  to  me  that  this  allowance  will  not  indem- 
nify him  for  his  advances,  loans,  expenditures,  and 
losses,  in  rendering  those  services,  nor  place  him  on 
the  footing  of  those  who  loaned  money  to  the  Govern- 
ment at  that  interesting  period.  He  has  also  ex- 
pressed a  desire  that  I  would  submit  the  subject  to  the 
final  decision  of  Congress,  which  I  now  do.  In  adopt- 
ing this  measure,  I  think  proper  to  add,  that  I  concur 
fully  in  the  sentiments  expressed  by  the  committee  in 
favor  of  the  very  patriotic  and  valuable  services  which 
were  rendered  by  Mr.  Tompkins  in  the  late  war. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

March  25,  1824. 

The  Message  was  rtad,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt,  as  amended 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and,  on  motion,  it 
was  ix)stponed  to  Monday  next. 


The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  procure  the 
necessary  surveys,  plans,  and  estimates,  upon  the 
subject  of  roads  and  canals;"  and,  on  motion  it 
was  postponed  to  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  H.  Johnson  gave  notice  that,  on  Monday 
next,  he  would  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  pro- 
vide for  the  sale  of  the  warehouse  at  the  former 
quarantine  ground,  near  the  English  Turn,  in  the 
State  of  Louisiana,  and  for  the  erection  of  a  dwell- 
iiig-house  at  the  Balize,  for  the  use  of  the  boarding 
officer  at  that  place,  and  for  other  purpo.ses. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  as  reported  by  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  "for  the  relief  of  Charles 
Gwynn,  of  Baltimore."  This  bill  provides  that  a 
certain  sum  of  money,  overpaid  into  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States,  shall  be  refunded.  The  bill 
was  reported  to  the  Senate  without  amendment, 
and  passed  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third 
time. 

Mr.  Van  Blren,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  submitted  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
Thomas  Hewes,  of  Loui&iana,  accompanied  by  a 
bill  for  his  relief.  The  bill  was  read,  and  parsed 
to  a  second  reading,  and  the  report  was  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

The  bill  reported  bv  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
to  provide  for  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  the 
late  Benjamin  Lincoln,  David  Humphreys,  and 
Cyrus  Griffin,  was  taken  up  for  consideration,  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole.  These  gentlemen  were 
appointed  commissioners,  thirty-five  years  since, 
to  treat  with  the  Creek  Indians.  Certain  goods 
which  were  intrusted  to  them,  as  presents  to  the 
Indians,  were  not  usi-d  for  that  purpose,  but  were 
afterwards  applied  to  other  objects.  The.se  goods 
still  stand  charged  to  the  commissioners  on  the 
books  of  the  Treasury.  The  persons  have  since 
deceased,  and  their  legal  representatives  now  pe- 
tition that  this  charge  may  be  cancelled.  Messrs. 
RuGGLES  and  Mills  explained  the  circumstances 
attending  this  claim,  and  supported  the  bill,  on 
the  ground  that  the  accounts  had  long  since  been 
fairly  and  honorably  settled.  Mr.  Chandler  made 
some  remarks  on  the  subject,  to  which  Mr.  Lloyd, 
of  Massachusetts,  replied,  and  advocated  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill.  The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the 
Senate,  without  amendment,  and  passed  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  read  the  third  lime. 

Mr.  Van  Biren,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Message  of 
the  President  of  the  United  Slates,  in  relation  to 
certain  acts  of  the  Governor  of  the  Territory  of 
Arkansas,  reported  a  bill,  "confirming  certain  acts 
of  James  Miller,  as  Governor  of  the  Territory  of 
Arkansas,  and  for  other  purposes."  The  bill  was 
twice  read. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Thaddeus  May  hew;  and  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  VVhole,  the  bill  further  to  regulate 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Uni- 
ted States;  and  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  HoL.MEs.  of  Maine,  presented  the  memorial 
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of  Thomas  Swann,  and  others,  members  of  the 
bar  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  praying  a  change 
of  the  terms  of  the  circuit  court ;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

Mr.  Benton  submitted 
for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Landabe 
instructed  to  inquire  whether  any  Legislative  act,  on 
the  part  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  is  ne- 
cessary, to  enable  the  inhabitanU  of  the  towns  and 
villages  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  who  may  be  entitled 
to  a  "common,"  adjacent  to  each  town  or  village,  to 
establish  the  boundaries  of  such  "common,"  and  to 
make  such  dispositions  thereof  as  the  interest  of  any 
such  town  or  village  may  require. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  to  enable  the  Presi- 
dent to  carry  into  effect  the  Treaty  made  at 
Ghent,  on  the  24th  of  December,  1814,  excluding 
foreigners  from  trade  and  intercourse  with  the  In- 
dian tribes  within  the  United  States,  and  to  pre- 
serve the  fur  trade  within  the  limits  of  the  said 
United  States  to  American  citizens;  and,  on  mo- 
tion, it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Ichabod  Lord  Skinner;  and  it  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

GENERAL  APPROPRI.\TION  BILL. 
The  unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  being  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  "  making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  Government,  for  the  year  1824," 
was  again  resumed,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
The  question  was  upon  striking  out  the  appropria- 
tion of  818,000,  "for  the  salaries  of  commissioner, 
arbitrator,  and  an  agent,  under  the  first  article  of 
the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  and  half  the  salary  of  their 
secretary,  and  half  the  contingent  expenses  of 
said  commission,"  and  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the 
sum  of  "  84,500,"  for  that  purpose.  This  was  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance of  the  Senate,  as  yesterday  amended,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  King,  of  New  York.  The  amend- 
ment was  agreed  to. 

An  amendment  was,  also,  agreed  to,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  amount  appropriated  for  the  compen- 
sation and  travelling  expenses  of  the  members 
of  the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Territory  of 
Florida. 

The  committee  recommend  to  insert  in  the  bill, 
a  clause,  as  follows:  "For  a  draughtsman,  and 
two  colorers,  authorized  by  law  to  be  employed 
in  the  General  Land  Office,  ^3,000."  This  was 
agreed  to. 

All  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finance  having  been  gone  through  with, 
Mr.  Smith  moved  that  the  bill  be  further  amended 
by  inserting  this  clause  :  "  For  the  contingent  ex- 
penses of  the  two  Boards  of  Land  Commissioners 
for  East  and  West  Florida,  for  the  year  1824, 
including  arrearages,  Sl,250."  Messrs.  Smith, 
Kino  of  Alabama,  and  Lowrie,  made  some  re- 
marks upon  this  subject.  The  amendment  was 
rejected. 


The  bill  was  then  reported,  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  to  the  Senate,  with  the  several 
amendments  which  had  been  agreed  thereto. 

Mr.  J.  S.  Johnston,  of  Louisiana,  opposed  the 

amendment  made  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 

the  following  motion  !  reducing  the  amount  to  be  appropriated  for  the 

surveys  of  public  lands.  He  concluded  by  mov- 
ing to  strike  out  860,000,  and  insert  $80,000,  as 
the  appropriation  for  that  purpose.  This  motion 
was  supported  by  Messrs.  H.  Johnson,  of  Louis- 
iana, and  Smith,  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Lowrib, 
Holmes  of  Maine,  and  King  of  Alabama.  The 
question  was  divided.  The  sum  of  $60,000  was 
stricken  out.  The  Senate  refused,  by  the  casting 
vote  of  the  Chair,  to  insert  $80,000.  The  blank 
was  subsequently  filled  with  $75,000. 

Mr.  Lowrie  opposed  the  amendment  made  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  by  which  the  anpro- 
priation  "  to  provide  for  sick,  disabled,  and  desli 


lute  seamen,  in  foreign  countries,"  was  reduced 
from  $40,000  to  $30,000.  Mr.  Lloyh,  of  Massa- 
chusetts, also  spoke  against  that  amendment;  and 
the  Senate  refused  to  concur  in  it. 

The  other  amendments  were  adopted,  and  the 
bill  was  then  passed  to  a  third  reading,  as  amend- 
ed ;  and  the  amendments  were  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed. The  bill  afterwards,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Smith,  and  by  general  consent,  was  read  the 
third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  other  House 
for  concurrence  in  the  amendments. 


MoNUAY,  March  29. 

.\Ir.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Elijah 
Van  Syckel,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elijah 
Van  Syckel,  of  Philadelphia;  which  was  read, 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Barton,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the 
trustees  of  the  town  of  St.  Charles,  in  Missouri, 
reported  a  bill  supplementary  to  an  act  of  Con- 
gress passed  on  the  13ih  day  of  June,  1812,  enti- 
tled "An  act  making  further  provision  for  settling 
the  claims  to  lands  in  the  Territory  of  Missouri;" 
which  was  read,  and  passed  r.o  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  McIlvaine  presented  the  memorial  of 
Joshua  Brick,  and  others,  of  Port  Elizabeth,  and 
of  John  S.  Howell,  and  others,  of  Gloucester 
county,  in  New  Jersey,  severally  praying  an  in- 
crease of  the  duty  on  impwrted  iron,  and  on  the 
manufactures  thereof.  The  memorials  were  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and 
Manufactures. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Hewes  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion  of 
the  26th  instant,  instructing  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  to  inquire  whether  any  legislative 
act  is  necessary,  to  enable  the  inhabitants  of 
towns  in  Missouri  .entitled  to  a  "  common,"  to 
establish  the  boundary  thereof,  and  to  dispose  of 
the  same  in  such  manner  as  the  interests  of  the 
towns  may  require;  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Gwynn,  of 
Baltimore,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 


431 


HISTORY  OF  CONGKESS. 


432 


433 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


434 


Senate. 


Indian  Fur  Trade. 


The  bill  to  authorize  the  settlement  of  the  ac- 
counts of  Benjamin  Lincoln,  and  others,  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  further  to  regulate  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States;  and, 
on  motion,  it  was  postponed  to  Wednesday  next. 

Mr.  Henry  Johnson  asked  and  obtained  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  sale  of  the  warehouse  at 
the  former  quarantine  ground  near  the  English 
Turn,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  for  the  erec- 
tion of  a  dwelling  house  at  the  Balize,  in  the  said 
Slate,  for  the  use  of  the  boarding  officer  at  that 
place,  and  for  other  purposes;  wliich  was  read, 
and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Brown  gave  notice  that  he  would  ask 
leave,  to-morrow,  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  change  the 
terms  of  the  Circuit  and  District  Courts  in  the 
State  of  Ohio,  and  one  of  the  terms  of  the  Circuit 
Court  in  Kentucky. 


March,  1824. 


March,  1824. 


Indian  Par  Trade. 


Senate. 


It. 


PORTRAIT  OF  COLUMBUS.  <Scc. 

Mr.  Dfckerson,  from  the  select  committee,  ap- 
Dointed  on  the  11th  December  last,  on  the  distri- 
bution of  the  rooms  of  the  centre  building  of  the 
Capitol,  to  whom  was  referred  a  communication 
from  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  2d  January 
last,  rejported  resolutions  providing  a  place  of  de- 
posite  for  the  portrait  of  Columbus,  and  directing 
the  distribution  of  certain  copies  of  the  Declara^ 
tion  of  Independence  now  in  the  Department  of 
State;  which  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second 
reading. — The  report  is  as  follows: 

That  the  Committee  have  had  under  consideration 
the  following  letter  of  the  Secretarj  of  State,  which 
wa«  referred  to  them  : 

"  To  the  President  of  the  Senate  • 

Depabtxent  of  State,  - 

Washington,  January  1,  1824. 

Si«  :  I  have  the  honor  of  enclosing,  herewith,  a 
copy  of  a  letter,  received  at  this  Department,  from 
George  G.  Barrell,  Consul  of  the  United  States  at 
Malaga,  and  of  informing  you,  that  the  picture  men- 
tioned in  it,  is  at  the  office  of  this  Department,  subject 
to  such  disposal  of  it  as  Congress  may  direct. 

Having  been  some  time  retained  at  New  York,  to 
which  place  it  was  shipped  by  Mr.  Barrell,  it  has  very 
recently  been  received  here,  in  a  frame,  upon  which 
is  engraved  the  following  inscription  :  / 

*  COLCMBCS,' 

♦  Presented  to  the  nation  by  G.  G.  Barrell,  United 
States'  Consul  at  Malaga.  The  frame  presented  by 
Parker  and  Clover,  picture  framers,  IVcw  York.  A. 
D.  1823.' 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  state,  that  an  exact 
fac  simile,  engraved  on  copper  plate,  has  been  maJe 
by  direction  of  this  Department,  of  the  original  copy 
of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  engrossed  on 
parchment,  and  signed  by  all  the  members  of  Congress, 
on  the  2d  of  August,  1776,  as  appears  by  the  secret 
journal  of  that  day.  Two  hundred  copies  have  been 
struck  off  from  this  plite,  and  are  now  at  the  office  of 
this  Department,  subject  to  the  disposal  of  Congress. 

I  am,  with  great  re.spect,  sir.  vour  very  humble  and 
obedient  servant, 

JOHN  QUIXCY  ADAMS  " 


The  committee  beg  leave  to  report  the  followinjr 
resolutions  : 

Resolved  bu  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  I  mted  States  of  America,  in  Congress  assembled. 
That  the  picture  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  letter  of 
the  Secretary  of  State  be  placed  in  the  National 
Library. 

Resolved,  That  the  two  hundred  copies  of  the  Dec- 
laration of  Independence,  now  in  the  Department  of 
State,  be  distributed  in  the  manner  following  : 
2  copies  to  each  of  the  surviving  signers  of  the  Dec- 

laration  of  Indedendence  ; 
2  copies  to  the  President  of  the  United  Stales ; 
2  copies  to  the  late  President,  Mr.  Madison  ; 
2  copies  to  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette  ; 
20  copies  to  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  ; 
12  copies  to  the  different  Departments  of  Government ; 
2  copies  tor  the  President's  House  ; 
2  copies  for  the  Supreme  Court  room  ; 
1  copy  to  each  of  the  Governors  of  the  Slates,  and 
I  to  each  branch  of  the  Legislatures  of  the  States  ; 
1  copy  10  each  of  the  Governors  of  the  Territories  of 

the  United  States,  and 
1  copy  to  the  Legislative  Council  of  each  Territory  ; 
And  the  remaining  copies  to  the  different   Univer- 
sities and  Colleges  of  the  United  Slates,  as  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  may  direct. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  the  distribution  of  the  said  copies 
of  the  Declaration  of  Independence  to  be  made,  agree- 
ably to  the  foregoing  resolution. 

INDIAN  FUR  TRADE. 

n  motion  of  Mr.  Benton,  the  Senate,  as  in 

ommittee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  consider 

he   bill    reported    by  the  Committee  on   Indian 

Affairs,  "  to  enable  the  President  to  carry  into 

'  effect  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  to  prevent  foreign- 

'  ers  from   trading;  with   the  Indians  within  the 

I  '  limits  of  the  United   Slates,  and   to  secure  the 

j  '  fur   trade    to   the   citizens   of  the   said    United 

I  '  States.''     Mr.  Elliott  was  called  to  the  Chair. 

I  The  bill  having  been  read — 

Mr.  Benton  said  that  the  provisions  it  con- 
tained were  bottomed  upon  the  fact,  that  foreign- 
ers instigated  the  Indians  on  the  Upper  Missouri 
to  kill  and  pillage  American  citizens.  To  pre- 
vent these  outrages,  and  save  the  fur  trade  to  our 
own  citizens,  it  was  necessary  to  exclude  these 
foreigners  wholly  from  the  dominions  of  the 
United  States.  As  the  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee which  reported  the  bill,  it  became  his  duty  to 
sustain  the  views  it  presented ;  and,  in  doing  so, 
he  would  recall  to  the  recollection  of  the  Senate 
that,  from  the  day  of  our  independence,  the  fron- 
tiers of  the  United  States  have  been  constantly 
harassed  by  the  machinations  of  foreigners  among 
the  Indians  within  our  own  boundaries. 

In  the  South,  the  instigations  of  the  Spanish 
authorities,  and  the  incitements  of  a  foreign  mer- 
cantile house  in  Pensacola,  kept  the  Southern  In- 
dians at  war  with  the  Southern  and  We-tern 
States,  with  a  few  inteunissions,  for  a  neriod  of 
forty  years.  It  is  only  within  four  or  five  years 
past  that  these  hostilities  have  ceased.  The  ac- 
quisition of  the  Floridas.  by  putting   an  end  to 


the  practices  of  foreigners,  has  given  permanent 
peace  to  the  Southern  frontier. 

The  Northwest  has  presented  a  more  extended 
theatre  for  the  same  kind  of  machinations.    The 
Western   posts  were  retained,  from  the  peace  of 
'83,  in  violation  of  the  treaty  of  that  date,  until 
the  year  '96.     The  pretext  for  the  retention  was, 
the  non-payment  of  debts  claimed  by  the  British 
merchants ;  the   motive,    to  monopolize  the   fur 
trade,  to  retain  the  control  of  the  Indians,  and  to 
check  the  progress  of  the   Western  settlements. 
The  first  of  these  motives  was  admitted  in  the 
year  'S9  by  the  Duke  of  Leeds  and   Mr.   Pitt. 
The   admission  was  made   to   Mr.   Gouverneur 
Morris,  authorized  by  President  Washington  to 
sound   the  British   Ministry  on  the  subject  of  re- 
storing the  Northwestern  posts,  and  entering  into 
a  commercial  treaty  with  the  United    States. — 
{MarshaWs  Life  of  Washington^  vol.  b.p.  276.)  The 
second    were    proclaimed    by    Lord    Dorchester, 
Governor  General  of  Canada,  in  the  year  '92 — 
proclaimed  under  circumstances  which  admitted 
of  no  denial,  in   a   public  speech  to   prepare  the 
[Western  Indians  for  a  war  with  the  United  Slates, 
{^American   State   Papers,  vol.    2,  p.  56.)     British 
traders,   protected  by  their  Government,  and  in- 
cited by  their  own  cupidity,  succeeded  in  bring- 
ing on  the  great  Indian  war  which  desolated,  for 
so   many  years,  the  frontiers  of  Kentucky  and 
Ohio,  overwhelmed  two   American  armies  with 
disastrous  defeat,  and  was  only  terminated  by  the 
great  victory  of  General  Wayne  in  the  year  '94, 
CD  the  Miami  of  the  Lakes,  in  sight  of  a  British 
garrison.     This  war  was  the  fruit  of  the  reten- 
tion of  the  Northwestern  posts  in  violation  of  the 
treaty  of  '83.     The  knowledge  of  this  fact  deter- 
mined  the  American  Government  to  procure,  at 
any  sacrifice,  the  surrender  of  these  posts.     The 
treaty  of  '94  effected  this  object,  but  left  to  Brit- 
ish subjects   the  fatal   privilege    of  entering  our 
territories  and    trading   with  our   Indians.     The 
use  which  was  made  of  this   privilege  is  known 
to  all  America.     Everywhere  the  British  traders 
were  engaged  in  poisoning  the  minds  of  the  In- 
dians, and  inciting  them  to  war  and  hatred  against 
the  Americans.   A  circular  speech  was  composed, 
and  sent  among  all  the  tribes,  in  which  the  Great 
Spirit  was  made  to  declare  the  British  and  In- 
dians were  his  own  children,  and  the  Americans 
the  children  of  the  Evil  Spirit — "  that  they  grew 
from  the  scum  of  the  great  waters  when  it  was 
troubled  by  the  Wicked  Spirit,  and  the  froth  was 
driven  into  the  woods  by  a  strong  East  wind." 

By  these  arts,  long  before  the  declaration  of  the 
late  war,  the  Indians  were  ripe  for  hostilities  with 
us,  and  their  formidable  confederacy,  inflamed  by 
fanaticism,  extended  from  the  Lakes  of  Canada 
to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  They  would  not  even 
wait  for  the  co-operation  of  their  allies,  but  boldly 
began  the  war  in  the  year  1811,  upon  the  bloody 
field  of  Tippecanoe.  In  the  three  succeeding 
years,  they  occasioned  the  expenditure  of  millions 
of  money,  and  the  loss  of  thousands  of  lives. 
Massacres,  the  recital  of  which  freeze  the  blood, 
were  repeatedly  perpetrated,  and  British  traders 
led  the  attack,  and  presided  at  the  slaughter  of  the 


wounded  and   the  captive.     Does  any  one  doubt 
that  these  traders  instigated  these  Indians  to  begin 
the  war  ?     Let  him  read  the  message  of  President 
Madison,  recommending  war  against  England, 
and  he  will  find  theconduct  of  these  traders  stated 
as  one  of  the  reasons  for  declaring  war  against 
that  Power.     Let  him  look  to  the  papers  which 
accompanied  that  message,  and    he  will  find  a 
volume  of  testimony  supporting  that  charge.     Let 
him  look  to  the  report  of  the  Committee  in  Con- 
gress, to  whom  these  proofs  were  referred,  and  he 
will  find  it  unanimously  agreed  that  these  traders, 
in  a  period  of  profound  peace,  while  carrying  on 
a  lucrative  trade  within  the  American  Territories, 
under  the  protecting  sanction  of  a  treaty,  had  sys- 
tematically encouraged  the  Indians  to  war  against 
us.     The  full  knowledge  of  all  these  facts  deter- 
mined the  Administration  to  make  no  peace  with 
Great  Britain  without  excluding  her  traders  from 
all    intercourse  with    Indians    living    within  the 
United  States.     In  pursuance  of  this  determina- 
tion, instructions  were  given  to  our  Commissioners 
at  Ghent  not  to  renew  the  third  article  of  Mr. 
Jay's  Treaty.     A  treaty  ^as  made,  and  the  article 
was  not  renewed.     Great  was  the  joy  of  the  West. 
Vast  as  had  been  her  losses,  her  sacrifices  of  brave 
citizens  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war,  she  felt  her- 
self compensated  by  the  single  advantage  of  ex- 
cluding British  traders  from  all  intercourse  with 
her  Indians.     But  the  care  of  the  Administration 
did  not  cease  with  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty. 
It  was  necessary  to  give  it  effect  to  carry  it  into 
execution,  not  to  suflk'r  a  repetition  of  the  faithless 
conduct  which  followed  the  treaty  of  '83.     A  plan 
was  immediately  projected  to  occupy,  with  a  mili- 
tary force,  all  the  commanding  positions  on  the* 
frontiers  of  the  Northwest.   The  Falls  of  St.  Mary, 
at  the  outlet  of  Lake  Superior;  the  Falls  of  St. 
Anthony  ;  Prairie  du  Chien  ;  the  Council  Bluffs  ; 
and  the  Yellow  Stone  River,  were  each  to  receive 
a  garrison.     This  plan  of  defence  was  projected 
in  the  year  1815,  Mr.  Madison  being  President, 
and  Mr.  Monroe  Secretary  of  War.     It  was  a  part 
of  that  system  of  defence  which  covered  the  sea- 
coast  with  fortifications.     All  the  positions  were 
occupied,  the  Yellow   Stone   excepted.     British 
traders  disappeared  from  the  Upper  Mississippi 
and   the  Lower  Missouri.     The  Indians,  within       "* 
the  points  occupied   by  our  troops,  returned  to 
habits  of  friendly  intercourse  and  regular  trade 
with  American  citizens.     But  the  Upper  Mis.souri 
was  left  in  the  hands  of  the  British,     For  want 
of  the  protection  of  a  military  post,  American 
traders,  for  several  years  after  the  conclusion  of 
peace,  made  no  attempt  to  penetrate  that  rich  fur 
region  which  lies  at  the  foot  of  the  Rocky  Moun- 
tains.    In  1821-'2,  the  first  attempts  were  made. 
The  companies  which  went  out,  were  engaged  in 
hunting  as  well  as  trading.     The  Crow  Indians, 
a  numerous  and  powerful  tribe  on  the  south  side 
of  the  Yellow  Stone,  made  no  objection  to  the 
use  of  the  beaver  trap  among  them. — (Mr.  Piicher^g 
statement,  page  19,  document  No.  56.)     In  the  Spring 
and  Summer  of  1823,  hostilities  broke  out  on  the 
Upper  Missouri.     General  Ashley  was  attacked 
by  the  Arikaras,  and  lost  twenty-six  men,  killed 
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and  wounded.  The  Missouri  Fur  Contipany  was 
attacked  by  the  Blackfeet  on  the  Yellow  Stone 
River,  lost  seven  men  killed,  and  fifteen  thousand 
dollars  worth  of  furs  and  merchandise.  Major 
Henry  was  attacked  on  the  same  river,  by  the 
same  tribe  of  Indians,  and  lost  four  or  five  men 
killed.  The  Assinaboins  had  previously  robbed 
him  of  some  fifty  horses  upon  the  Missouri  river. 
This,  continued  Mr.  Benton,  is  the  narrative  of 
our  Indian  relations  beyond  the  Mississippi.  Of 
nearly  three  tribes  which  are  found  there,  no  more 
than  three  have  been  hostile  to  us !  The  ques- 
tions which  now  present  themselves  to  the  Senate, 
are,  first,  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  hostility  from 
these  three  tribes ;  secondly,  to  provide  the  proper 
remedy  for  preserving  peace  with  them  in  future. 

On  the  first  of  these  inquiries  the  public  mind 
has  been  most  scandalously  abused.  Soon  after 
the  perpetration  of  the  outrages  on  the  Upper  Mis- 
souri, a  letter,  without  name,  purporting  to  have 
been  written  by  an  Indian  agent  in  St.  Louis,  ap- 
peared in  all  the  Atlantic  papers.  It  justified  the 
hostilities  of  the  Indians,  ascribed  their  robberies 
and  murders  to  a  just  resentment  of  hunting  and 
'•trapping-'  on  their  lands,  contained  the  usual 
portions  of  abuse  upon  American  traders,  and  of 
sentimental  love  and  affection  for  the  oppressed 
children  of  the  forest.  I  knew  the  letter  to  be  a 
fabrication,  but,  to  satisfy  the  Senate  on  thai  point, 
an  interrogatory  was  addressed  to  Major  Graham^ 
United  States  agent  beyond  the  Mississippi,  and 
Mr.  Pilcher,  partner  in  the  Missouri  Fur  Compa- 
ny. Their  answers  will  be  found  in  No.  50,  of 
the  documents  of  this  session.  Major  Graham 
states,  that  he  knows  nothing  of  this  letter,  and 
does  not  believe  '"such  a  letter  could  be  written 
by  an  Indian  agent."  Mr.  Pilcher  states,  that  he 
saw  It  at  St.  Louis  in  an  Atlantic  newspaper — 
mentioned  it  to  Major  O'Fallon,  "  who  was  indig- 
nant at  its  contents" — and  that  he  and  Major  Gra- 
ham are  the  only  Indian  agents  upon  the  Missouri. 
This  testimony  fixes  the  false  character  of  this 
letter;  its  diabolical  intention  was  carried  upon 
its  face.  It  was  intended  to  poison  the  public 
mind— to  overwhelm  American  traders  with  pub- 
lic odium — prevent  Congress  from  interfering  for 
their  protection,  and  then  continue  to  the  British 
the  exclusive  enjoyment  of  the  fur  trade  beyond 
the  Mandan  villages. 

The  justification  set  up  by  the  Ari^^ara';  is  un- 
true in  point  of  fact.  No  hunting  or  -  trapping" 
had  taken  place  upon  their  grounds.  Major  Gra- 
ham, in  the  document  just  quoted,  says  that  he 
never  heard  of  such  a  thing.  Mr.  Pilcher  states, 
that  no  instances  had  come  to  his  knowledge ; 
that  the  Arikara  country  contained  very  little  lur. 
The  circumstances  of  the  attack  upon  General 
Ashley  prove  the  falsehood  of  this  pretended  jus- 
tification. He  arrived  at  the  Arikara  villages  on 
the  30th  day  of  May,  on  his  way  to  the  Rocky 
Mountains;  stopped  upon  the  request  of  the  chiefs  ; 
traded  on  the  first  day  of  June  for  forty  or  fifty 
horses;  and  was  preparing  to  resume  his  voyage 
on  the  morning  of  the  2d,  when  he  was  treache- 
rously attacked,  and  had  twenty-six  men  killed 
and  wounded.     {Documtnt  No.  2.)   Here  was  nei- 


ther hunting  upon  the  Arikara  grounds,  nor  time 
I  for  any  such  thing  to  have  taken  place.    Whence, 
{  then,  the  hostility  of  these  Indians?     It  is  of  old 
I  date,  and  almost  commensurate  with  the  com- 
j  raencement  of  our  acquaintance  with  them.     It 
began  about  the  year  1808,  in  the  attack  and  de- 
feat of  an  expedition  sent  by  the  United  Slates  to 
carry  home  the  Mandan  chief,  who  accompanied 
Lewis  and  Clark  to  the  Seat  of  Government,  upon 
'  their  return  from  the  Pacific  Ocean.     Lieutenants 
Prior  and  Choteau  commanded  the  expedition ; 
the  flag  of  the  United  States  waved  at  the  bow  of 
the  boat,  yet  it  was  attacked,  defeated,  compelled 
to  fall  back  to  St.  Louis,  and   no  atonement,  no 
satisfaction  has  ever  been  obtained  for  this  out- 
rage.    The  United  States  submitted  to  the  attack 
upon  her  flag,  the  murder  of  her  soldiers,  the  dis- 
grace of  defeat,  and  afterwards  smuggled  home 
the  Mandan  chief  by  the  aid  of  a  fur  trader.    Their 
late  conduct  may  be  stated  in  the  words  of  Mr. 
Pilcher. — Doaimtnt  No.  56. 

"I  know  that  the  Arikaras  killed  a  man  about  the 
year  1816  or  '17,  a  little  above  ihe  Big  Bend  of  the 
.Missouri  river,  in  the  Sioux  country,  who  waa  in  the 
employment  of  some  of  the  fur  traders  of  St.  Louis.  I 
know  that  a  war  party  of  the  .\rikaras,  amounting  to 
80  or  90  men,  came  down  to  that  country  (Sioux)  in 
the  month  of  April,  1820,  and  robbed  two  trading- 
houses  established  by  the  Missouri  F'ur  Company  for 
the  trade  of  the  Sioux  Indians,  one  above,  the  other  a 
little  below  the  Big  Bend  of  .Missouri — beat  and  abused 
the  men  in  charge  of  the  houses,  and  then  continued 
down  the  river  to  the  trading-houses  of  another  com- 
pany, and  robbed  them  of  a  considerable  amount  of 
merchandise,  from  the  owner's  account,  not  less  than 
sixteen  or  seventeen  hundred  dollars.  I  know  that  some 
of  the  principal  braves  of  that  nation  attempted,  dur- 
ing the  last  Winter,  to  rob  my  clerk  while  m  their 
own  villages,  and  committed  violence  upon  him.  In 
the  month  of  March  last,  after  this  clerk  left  their  vil- 
lages, and  had  descended  the  Missouri  to  one  of  our 
principal  Sioux  trading-houses,  about  two  hundred 
miles  below  the  Arikaras,  a  party  of  that  nation,  con- 
sisting of  about  eighty  men,  came  down  to  the  neigh- 
borhood of  this  house,  met  six  of  our  voyageurs  a  few 
miles  from  it,  who  were  employed  in  collecting  the 
furs  and  peltries  purchased  from  the  Sioux,  stripped 
them  naked  in  the  prairie,  robbed  them  of  their  clothes, 
stole  three  or  four  horses  or  mules,  beat  each  of  them 
severely,  and  left  them  naked  in  the  prairie.  The  same 
party  came  that  night  and  fired  on  the  house,  stole 
another  horse,  and  went  off.  A  day  or  two  subse- 
quent to  these  outrages  another  party,  amounting  to 
one  hundred  and  fifteen  men,  came  in  daylight,  and 
attacked  this  house.  Mr.  McDonald,  one  of  my  part- 
ners, his  clerk,  and  eight  or  ten  voyageurs,  defended 
themselves  and  the  house,  which  contained  a  large 
amount  of  property.  In  this  affair  the  Arikaras  lost 
two  men  killed,  and  probably  three  or  four  wounded." 

Mr.  B.  called  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the 
fact,  that  all  these  depredations  were  committed  in 
the  country  of  the  Sioux,  two  hundred  miles  from 
that  of  the  Arikaras,  under  circumstances  which 
forbid  the  boldest  of  their  defenders  to  set  up  the 
pretext  of  repulsing  hunters  and  ''trappers"  from 
their  violated  grounds. 

The  fabricated  letter  put  up  another  apology  for 
the  Arikaras.     It  justified  their  attack  upon  Gen- 
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eral  Ashley,  upon  the  ground  of  retaliatioo  for  the 
two  men  (one  of  them  the  son  of  a  chief)  killed 
by  the  Missouri  Fur  Company.   This  justification 
implies,  that  the  members  of  this  company  had  no 
right  to  repulse  an  attack  upon  their  house,  when 
one  hundred  and  fifteen  Arikaras  went  two  hund- 
red mile.s  into  the  Sioux  country  to  rob  and  murder 
its  inhabitants  1    But  the  Arikaras  them.selves  set 
up  no  such  excuse.     In  their  entreaties  to  General 
Ashley  to  stop  and  trade  with  them,  they  express- 
ed regret  for  the  affair  with  the  Missouri  Fur  Com- 
pany ;  and  said,  that  "the  angry  feelings  occa- 
sioned by  that  atfray  had  vanished,  and  that  they 
considered  the  Americans  as  friends."  {DocumaU 
No.  2.)      What,   then,   was   their  inducement  to 
attack  General  Ashley?     The  same  which  led 
them  two  hundred  miles  to  kill  and  pi'lage  the 
traders  in  the  Sioux  country — love  of  blood  and 
plunder;  and,  above  all,  the  contempt  of  Ameri- 
cans, inspired  by  the  successful  and  unpunished 
attack  upon  the  United  States  troops,  in  the  year 
1808.     The  liritish  traders  stand  acquitted  of  this 
crime.      Major  Graham  and  Mr.  Pilcher  (Docu- 
mtiU  No.  56)  say,  they  have  no  reason  to  suspect 
these  traders  of  instigating  the  Arikaras.     Upon 
this  statement  of  facts,  corroborated   by  official 
documents,  Mr.  B.  averred  that  the  Arikaras,  from 
their  first  attack  upon  Lieutenants  Prior  and  Cho- 
teau,  in  1808,  to  that  upon  General  Ashley  in 
1823,  neither  had,  nor  pretended  to  have,  the  nlea 
of  preventing  hiinters  from  intruding  upon  their 
grounds,  or  revenging  previous  wrongs  upon  them- 
selves.    Excuses  to  this  effect  were  fabrications, 
got  up  after  the  fact,  to  justify  the  Indians,  and 
to  criminate  the  Americans,  and  he  regretted  to 
say,  that  these  treacherous  savages,  bathed  in  the 
blood  of  American  citizens,  were  greeted  with  the 
public  sympathy,  while  the  victims  of  their  bar- 
barity excite  no  more  compassion  than  if  they  had 
been  dogs. 

Mr.  B.  next  examined  the  state  of  our  relations 
with  that  numerous  and  powerful  tribe  of  Indians 
called   the   Blackfeet.     The   bands  of  this  tribe 
ranged  over  all  the  country  between  the  Saskat- 
chiwoine  and  Yellow  Stone   rivers,  north  and 
south,   and    between    the    Mandans   and    Rocky 
Mountains,  east  and  west.     In  this  vast  district, 
drained  by  rivers  a  thousand    miles  in  length, 
there  was  not  one  resident  human   being.     All 
were  roving,  following  the   buffaloes  and  other 
game.     To  the  south  of  the  Yellow  Stone  live 
the  Crow  Indians,  also  numerous,  powerful,  and 
roving.     In  this  district  of  country,  on  the  head- 
waters of  the  Yellow  Stone,  and  Missouri,  and 
along  the  base  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  hunting 
and  ''trapping-'  has  taken  place  by  American  citi- 
zens.    The  instances  are  staled  by  Mr.  Pilcher, 
(Document  No.   56,)   with   that    explicit   candor 
which  commands  the  respect  of  every  person  who 
reads  his  statement.     The  first  instance  occurred 
about  the  year  1808.     A  company,  formed  in  St. 
Louis,  went  to  the  Three  Forks  of  the  Missouri, 
with  the  double  object  of  trading  with  the  Indi- 
ans and  "  trapping"  for  beavers.    With  the  Crows, 
the   most   friendly  intercourse  was   established; 
from  the  Blackfeet,  nothing  but  hostility  was  en- 


countered.    They  attacked  the  company  wherever 
they  could  be  found ;  killed  twenty-seven  of  their 
number,  and  drove  the  remainder  from  the  coun- 
try.    The  next  instance  did  not  occur  until  1822- 
3.     In  the  Spring  of  that  year,  a  party  of  the 
Missouri   Fur   Company   penetrated   the    Three 
Forks  of  the  Missouri,  took  much  beaver  by  "trap)- 
ping,"  and  on  their  return  were  attacked  by  the 
Blackfeet,  defeated,  seven  of  their  number  killed, 
and  properly  taken   from  them  to  the  value  of 
Sl5,000.     About  the  same  lime,  a  party  under 
Major  Henry  had  gone  to  ihe  same  region  of 
country,  for  the  same  purpose,  and  had  shared 
the  same  fate;  they  were  attacked  by  the  Black- 
feet, and  had  eight  or  ten  men  killed  and  wounded. 
The  next  tribe  whose  hostility  pursues  our  tra- 
ders on  the  Upper  Missouri,  are  the  Assinaboins. 
These,  also,  are  wandering.     They  range  princi- 
pally on  the  river,  the  name  of  which  they  bear, 
and  make  excursions  to  the  banks  of  the  Missouri, 
in  pursuit  of  buffaloes,  and  to  waylay  American 
traders.     \o    blood    is   yet  laid  to  their    hands j 
but  their  hostile  disposition  has  been  repeatedly 
evinced,  in  the  course  of  the  last  Summer,  by  rob- 
bing Major  Henry's  party  of  some  fifty  horses, 
and  making  an  attack  upon  an  American  trading 
house,  near  the  Mandans.     Their  range  upon  the 
Missouri,  is  between  the  mouth  of  the  Yellow 
Stone  and  the  Mandan  villages.    No  hunting  or 
"trapping"  has  taken  place  within  these  limits; 
none  is  alleged ;  and  the  Assinaboins  are  left  with- 
out the  pretext  of  that  justification. 

This  is  the  full  history  of  all  the  hunting  and 
*•  trapping"  on   the  Upper  Missouri.     Some  in- 
stances occurred  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Coun- 
cil Bluffs,  but  was  stopped  by  Major  O'Fallon, 
without  having  led  to  any  hostile  consequence. 
Justice  to  the  citizens  of  Missouri  requires  that 
fhc  origin  of  these  hunting  expeditions  should  be 
stated.     They  began  about  the  year  1808 — Meri- 
wether Lewis  being  Governor  of  Upper  Louisiana, 
and  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs.     He  drew 
a  line  between  the  policy  to  be  observed  above 
and   below   the  Mandan    villages.    Below   that 
point,  he  enforced  the  act  of  1802,  against  hunters 
upon  Indian  lands;  above  that  point,  he  tolerated 
and  recommended  hunting  and  "trapping"  expe- 
ditions.    He  did  so,  as  the  only  means  of  getting 
the  fur  trade  from  the  British.     {Lewis  ^  Clarke's 
Journal.,    vol.  2,   p.    486,    Appendix   upon    Indian 
Affairs.)     Under  the  sanction  of  this  authority, 
the  practice  began,  and  was  revived  in  1822-3. 
The  Government  is  not  liable  to  censure  for  not 
stopping  it,  for  their  attention  was  only  called  to 
the  subject  in  the  course  of  the  last  Summer;  nor 
the  Missouri  citizens  liable  to  be  called  intruders, 
for  they  believed  they  had  lawful  permission. 

Mr.  B.  stated,  that  the  Aricaras,  Blackfeet,  and 
Assinaboins,  were  the  only  Indians  beyond  the 
Mississippi,  which  were  hostile  to  the  Americans. 
Out  of  nearly  thirty  tribes,  between  the  Mississippi 
and  Rocky  Mountains,  no  more  than  three  have 
been  engaged  in  hostility  against  us !  The  dep- 
redations of  one  of  these  tribes,  the  Arikaras,  has 
been  traced  to  their  true  cause ;  the  depredations  of 
the  other  two,  remain  to  be  accounted  for. 
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It  is  admitted  that  hunting  and  "  trapping"  has 
taken  place  on  the  ground  over  which  the  Black- 
feet  range;  it  is  admitted  that  these  practices  lead 
to  bad  consequences — that  they  ought  to  be  pre- 
vented ;  and  the  bill  now  under  discussion,  in 
addition  to  the  act  of  1802,  is  intended  to  prevent 
them.  But  it  is  denied  that  the  Blackfeet  are 
hostile  on  this  account.  Their  outrages  flow  from 
another  cause;  from  a  cause  wholly  unconnected 
with  the  conduct  of  American  citizens.  Mr.  B. 
felt  the  delicacy  and  responsibility  of  attributing, 
upon  equivocal  testimony,  a  great  crime  to  an 
absent  party  ;  but  he  felt  himself  called  upon,  by 
his  duty  to  his  country,  to  arraign  the  British  fur 
traders  for  all  the  robberies  and  murders  committed 
by  the  Blackfeet  and  Assinaboin  Indians  upon  the 
persons  and  property  of  American  citizens.  In 
doing  so,  he  would  submit  his  reasons  and  evi- 
dences to  the  Senate,  and  leave  it  to  all  impartial 
men  to  judge  of  the  truth. 

1st.  The  British  Companies,  now  united  under 
the  charter  and  name  of  Hudson  Bay,  have  an 
inducement  to  expel  American  traders  from  the 
country  beyond  the  Mandan  villages.  It  is  the 
richest  fur  region  in  the  world  ;  they  have  pos- 
session of  it  at  present,  and  every  consideration  of 
interest,  every  feeling  of  cupidity,  impels  them  to 
drive  competitors  away. 

2d.  They  have  never  failed,  when  they  had  an 
inducement,  to  employ  Indians  to  kill  and  rob 
American  traders  and  citizens.  Witness  the 
scenes  upon  the  Northwestern  frontier,  from  the 
peace  of  17S3  to  the  war  of  1812  ;  and,  in  the 
South,  from  the  same  peace  to  the  day  of  the  ac- 
quisition of  the  Floridas. 

3d.  The  affray  of  Captain  Lewis,  on  his  return 
from  the  Pacific  Ocean,  refers  itself  to  British  in- 
fluence. It  happened  with  the  Minneiarees  of  Fort 
de  Prairie,  a  band  of  the  Blackfeet.  It  took  place 
on  Maria's  river,  a  branch  of  the  Missouri,  in  that 
tract  of  country  over  which  the  Blackfeet  range. 
It  was  the  only  attempt  made  upon  the  lives  or 
property  of  Messrs.  Lewis  and  Clark,  in  their  ad- 
venturous expedition  to  the  Pacific  Ocean  ;  and 
this  attempt  was  made  by  Indians  who  had  just 
issued  from  a  British  fur  trading  establishment 
on  the  Saskatchiwoine  river  !  The  inference  is 
irresistible. 

4th.  Previous  to  thelate  war,  the  Sioux  Indians, 
tradinw  with  the  British  on  the  Upper  Mississippi, 
annually  came  across  the  Missouri  river,  in  the 
region  of  the  Council  Bluffs,  waylaid  American 
traders,  robbed  them,  and  compelled  their  voya- 
geurs  to  carry  the  furs  and  peltries,  thus  acquired, 
to  Prairie  dn  Chien,  where  they  were  sold  to  Brit- 
ish traders  !  In  plain  English,  the  Sioux  then  per- 
formed for  the  British,  on  the  Lower  Missouri, 
the  service  which  thV  Blackfeet  are  now  rendering 
them  on  the  upper  waters  of  that  river.  Mr.  B. 
stated  this  fact  upon  the  authority  of  the  late  Gov- 
ernor Lewis,  and  read  a  passage  from  Lewis  and 
Clarke's  Journal,  (vol.  2.  page  442,)  which  con- 
firmed it.  He  laid  particular  stress  upon  it.  be- 
cause the  Sioux  continued  these  depredations  as 
Jpo^.as  British  traders  continued  on  the  Upper 
Mississippi,  and  quit  them  as  soon  as  these  traders. 


in  virtue  of  the  Ghent  Treaty,  were  expelled  from 
that  of  the  territories  of  the  United  States. 

5.  The  declarations  of  the  Blackfeet  to  Manuel 
Lisa.  This  enterprising  trader  penetrated  to  the 
base  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  about  the  year  1808. 
He  had  twenty-seven  men  killed,  and  was  driven 
from  the  country.  A  year  or  two  afterwards,  he 
succeeded  in  gaining  a  friendly  interview  with 
some  Blackfeet — explained  his  object  in  having 
come  to  trade  with  them,  and  expostulated  witn 
them  for  the  massacre  of  his  men.  They  told 
him,  "  it  was  not  their  fault ;  that  the  British  gave 
them  so  many  guns,  knives,  and  blankets,  for 
Americans'  hair,  that  they  could  not  help  taking 
it."  Mr.  B.  had  often  heard  this  statement  from 
Manuel  Lisa,  in  St.  Louis,  and  relied  upon  its 
truth. 

6th.  The  attack  upon  Immell  and  Jones.  The 
massacre  of  these  gentlemen,  and  five  of  their 
companions,  and  the  loss  of  Si 5,000  of  their  prop- 
erty, has  been  already  stated.  The  circumstances 
attending  it  will  show  to  whom  we  are  indebted 
for  this  foul  deed.  Returning  from  the  Rocky 
Mountains,  they  met,  on  Jefferson  river,  a  party 
of  thirty-eight  Blackfeet.  Suspicious  of  their 
treacherous  hostility,  the  Americans  stood  upon 
their  defence.  An  Indian  then  advanced  with 
a  paper  in  his  hand.  On  the  back  was  written 
"  God  save  the  King."  The  inside  was  a  letter 
of  recommendation  to  the  bearer.  It  was  headed 
'•Mountain  Post,  1823."  The  Utter  was  without 
signature — was  written  on  the  leaf  of  an  accompt 
book,  and  in  the  English  language.  A  very 
friendly  interview  followed,  and  the  parties  sepa- 
rated with  professions  of  friendship,  and  an  en- 
gagement that  the  Blackfeet  should  trade  with  the 
Americans  at  the  mouth  of  Maria'>  river.  Messrs. 
Immell  and  Jones  hastened  their  journey,  with 
apprehensions  of  treachery.  They  had  reached 
the  Yellow  Stone  in  safety,  and  were  following 
a  trace  down  its  bank,  where  high  hills  closing 
down  upon  the  river,  created  a  long  and  narrow 
defile,  when  ihey  were  fired  upon  by  an  ambus- 
cade of  three  or  four  hundred  Indians,'  They  were 
Blackfeet,  headed  by  the  chief  who  had  met  them, 
some  days  before,  with  the  letter  endorsed  "  God 
save  the  King." 

6.  The  Blackfeet,  Assinaboins,  and  Arikaras, 
are  the  only  Indians  west  of  the  Mississippi,  hos- 
tile to  the  Americans.  The  two  first  trade  exclu- 
sively with  the  British  ;  the  third  has  done  so  un- 
til within  a  few  years  past.  Messrs.  Graham  and 
Pilcherboth  say  that  all  the  tribes  which  have  no 
trade  with  the  British  are  friendly  to  us  ;  all  those 
who  trade  with  them  are  our  enemies. — (Docum- 
meiU  No.  56.)  The  Blackfeet  and  Assinaboins 
not  only  trade  with  the  British,  but  they  are  Brit- 
ish Indians.  They  come  from  the  north  side  of 
latitude  4l>.  The  latter  come  from  the  river  whose 
name  they  bear,  a  water  of  Lake  Winipee  ;  the 
former  from  the  Saskatchiwoine  river.  They  are 
placed,  in  Sir  Alexander  McKenzie's  map,  upon 
the  upper  waters  of  that  river,  under  parallels 
fifty-three  and  fifty-four  of  north  latitude.  This 
was  their  position  in  the  year  1793,  when  Mc- 
Kenzie  visited  them,  and  when   there  was  no  in-  ' 


ducement  to  give  them  a  wrong  location.  Bv 
what  means,  then,  are  these  Blackfeet  found  south 
of  latitude  39,  ranging  as  lords  and  masters  over 
a  vast  district  of  country,  and  killing  American 
citizens  upon  the  waters  of  the  Missouri,  upon 
the  rivers  which  we  call  Jefferson,  Madison,  and 
Gallatin  ?  It  is  by  virtue  of  British  arms,  and 
lawless  violence,  that  they  do  these  things.  The 
true  owners  of  all  that  country  are  the  Sho-sho- 
nees,  and  the  different  bands  of  the  Snake  Indi- 
ans, now  hid  in  the  caves  and  recesses  of  the 
Rocky  Mountatns.  They  have  been  driven  from 
the  land  of  their  fathers  by  the  superior  arms  of 
the  British  Indians.  For  want  of  arms  they  have 
been  unable  to  reconquer  their  country.  The 
British  traders  will  not  supply  them,  because  it  is 
their  interest  to  maintain  the  supremacy  of  the 
Blackfeet ;  the  Spaniards  of  Santa  Fe  refuse,  on 
the  pretext  that  fire  arms  would  be  dangerous  to 
themselves,  but  in  reality  because  it  is  their  policy 
to  keep  the  neighboring  Indians  as  weak  and  de- 
pendent as  possible.  In  support  of  these  state- 
ments, Mr.  Benton  read  passages  from  pages  419, 
20,  1,  2,  3,  of  vol.  2j  of  Lewis  and  Clark's  Jour- 
nal. 

From  these  it  appeared  that  the  Sho-sho- 
nees  and  other  bands  of  the  Snakes,  were  the 
owners  of  the  country  from  the  base  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains,  and  covering  all  the  upner  waters  of 
the  Yellow  Stone  and  .Missouri ;  that  the  Sas- 
katchiwoine Indians,  armed  with  guns,  had  in- 
vaded their  country,  and  driven  them  into  the 
mountains  ;  that  they  led  the  most  miserable  life, 
subsisting  upon  roots  and  berries,  and  only  ven- 
turing, by  stealth,  into  their  own  country,  in  search 
of  a  buffalo;  that  the  Blackfeet  killed  them  wher- 
ever they  could  find  them,  «tc. 

7.  The  conduct  of  British  traders  to  each  other. 
The  Hudson  Bay  and  Northwest  Company,  now 
united,  were  lately  rivals  in  trade.  Out  of  that 
rivalship  arose  a  w^ar,  which  continued  for  several 
years.  Each  endeavored  to  drive  the  other  from 
the  field  of  trade.  Murder  and  robbery  were  the 
means;  themselves. sometimes  disguised  as  Indi- 
ans, aided  by  Indians,  were  the  instruments  of 
execution.  As  an  exemplification  of  the  charac- 
ter of  this  war  for  the  fur  trade,  Mr.  B.  read  the 
account  of  the  massacre  of  Governor  Semple,  of 
the  Hudson  Bay  Company,  in  the  year  1815,  by 
the  agents  and  "  half-breeds"  of  the  Northwest 
Company.  He  took  the  account  as  he  found  it 
in  the  London  Q,uarterly  Review,  a  work  which 
admits  no  falsehood  to  the  prejudice  of  the  Brit- 
ish character.  The  scene  of  the  massacre  was 
in  front  of  Fort  Douglas,  at  the  confluence  of  the 
Assinaboin  and  Red  rivers,  where  the  Earl  of  Sel- 
kirk, proprietor  of  the  Hudson  Bay  charter,  had 
planted  a  Scotch  colony,  and  erected  a  military 
work  mounting  twenty  pieces  of  cannon,  for  the 
double  object  of  protecting  his  traders  and  colo- 
nists. The  object  of  Mr.  Benton  in  referring  to 
this  war,  and  showing  its  remorseless  character, 
was  to  have  the  benefit  of  the  inference  that,  as 
these  companies,  when  rivals,  endeavored,  by 
murder  and  robbery,  to  drive  each  other  from  the 
fur  trade,  so  when  united,  they  would  naturally 


pursue  the  same  means  to  drive  American  citizens 
from  the  same  commerce. 

"  The  account,  (says  the  Review,)  given  in  the 
Montreal  Herald  of  the  12lh  of  October,  evidently 
from  one  of  the  few  persons  who  survived  the  mas- 
sacre, is  probably  the  true  one.  From  this  it  appears, 
that  a  regular  expedition  was  fitted  out  by  the  North- 
west Company,  to  drive  awaVi  for  the  second  time, 
the  people  belonging  to  the  Hudson  Bay  Company, 
who  had  repossessed  themselves  of  their  establishment 
on  Red  river.  Governor  Semple,  observing  their  ap- 
proach, said  'We  must  go  and  meet  those  people — 
let  twenty  men  follow  me.'  They  had  only  proceeded 
a  few  hundred  yards  when  several  colonists  came  run- 
ning towards  them  in  great  dismay,  crying  out '  The 
Northwest  Company — the  half-breeds  I'  Having  ad- 
vanced half  a  mile  from  Fort  Douglas,  a  numerous 
body  of  cavalry  appeared  from  behind  a  wood,  sur- 
rounded the  Governor  and  his  people,  when  one 
Bouche,  a  Canadian,  rode  up  to  Mr.  Semple,  de- 
manding their  fort.  The  Governor  answered,  '  Go  to 
your  fort.'  *  You,'  retorted  Bouche,  '  have  destroyed 
our  fort,  you  damned  rascal.'  '  Scoundrel,'  said  the 
Governor,  laying  his  hand  upon  Bouche's  bridle, 'dare 
you  call  me  so  V  Bouche  sprang  from  his  horse,  and 
a  shot  was  immediately  fired,  by  which  Lieutenant 
Holt  fell.  The  next  shot  wounded  the  Governor,  who 
called  out  to  his  men,  '  Do  what  you  can  to  take  care 
of  yourselves  ;'  but  he  was  so  much  beloved  that  they 
affectionately  gathered  round  him  to  learn  what  injury 
be  had  eulTcred  ;  when  a  volley  of  musketry  was 
poured  into  the  group,  which  killed  several  and  wound- 
ed  the  greater  part  of  them. 

"  The  cavalry  galloped  towards  the  survivors,  who 
took  off  their  hats,  and  called  for  mercy.  But  this 
address  for  mercy  was  made  to  the  servants  of  the 
Northwest  Company,  and  at  their  hands  was  immedi- 
ately received  by  what  must  be  presumed  the  accus- 
tomed measure  of  their  compassion — a  speedy  termi- 
nation of  earthly  calamities.  The  knife,  the  axe,  or 
the  ball,  in  able  and  willing  hands,  soon  placed  in 
lasting  repose,  those  whom  pain  or  terror  had  rendered 
clamorous.  Thus  fell  Governor  Semple,  a  man  of 
amiable  and  modest  manners,  and  of  a  most  humane 
and  benevolent  disposition  ;  his  private  secretary,  the 
surgeon,  two  officers,  and  fifteen  settlers.  Their 
bodies  are  suted  to  have  been  barbarously  mangled 
to  gratify  the  savage  rancor  of  their  murderers,  com- 
manded by  a  Mr.  Cuthbert  Grant,  who  told  the  sur- 
vivor that,  if  the  remainder  in  the  fort  showed  the 
least  resistance,  '  neither  man,  woman,  nor  child, 
should  be  spared."— To/.  16,  131,  2. 

Upon  this  exposition  of  facts  and  rea.sons,  Mr. 
B.  .submitted,  that  he  stood  fully  justified  ia 
charging  all  the  robberies  and  murders  committed 
by  the  Blackfeet  and  Assinaboin  Indians,  to  the 
diabolical  machinations  of  British  traders.  The 
true  cause  of  their  hostility  being  shown,  the 
question  is,  upon  the  means  of  putting  an  end  to 
these  outrages,  and  preserving  the  fur  trade,  with- 
in the  United  States,  to  American  citizens. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  committee,  contem- 
plates four  provisions  to  accomplish  these  objects  : 

1.  To  enter  into  treaties  of  trade  and  friendship 
with  the  principal  tribes  beyond  the  Mississippi. 

2.  To  locate  the  traders. 

3.  To  appoint  additional  sub-agents  to  be  em- 
ployed upon  the  Upper  Missouri. 


If- 
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4.  To  establish  a  military  post  at,  or  beyood, 
the  Mandans. 

Mr.  B.  showed  the  necessity  and  propriety  of 
each  of  these  provisions. 

"1.  To  regulate  commerce  with  the  Indians," 
was  a  power  granted  to  Congress  by  the  Consti- 
tution. So  far  as  our  own  citizens  were  con- 
cerned, they  could  be  regulated  by  law  ;  but,  so 
far  as  the  Indians  were  concerned,  it  must  be  done 
by  treaty.  We  have  treaties  with  all  the  tribes 
on  this  side  the  Mississippi,  and  with  some  on  the 
other;  but  none  with  the  remote  tribes,  whose 
trade  would  be  so  valuable,  and  whose  friendship 
is  so  desirable  to  us.  The  bill  proposes  an  appro- 
priation of  S10,000,  to  defray  the  expenses  of 
holding  those  treaties.  With  those  who  admit 
the  importance  of  the  object  to  be  accomplished, 
the  amount  of  this  appropriation  can  furnish  no 
objection. 

2.  To  locate  the  traders.  This  is  a  provision 
repeatedly  recommended,  by  both  United  States 
agents  and  traders.  It  will  put  an  end  to  many 
dissensions  among  the  traders,  and  secure  to  the 
Indian  the  fullest  and  fairest  market  for  the  bar- 
ter of  his  furs  and  peltries.  By  confining  the 
traders  to  particular  spots,  designated  by  the  agents, 
all  trespasses  upon  Indian  grounds  will  be  effec- 
tually prevented. 

3.  The  appointment  of  two  sub-agents,  subor- 
dinate to  the  principal  agent,  on  the  Upper  Mis 
souri.  This  measure  is  recommended  on  the 
score  of  economy,  and  from  a  conviction  that  the 
views  of  the  Government  would  be  better  pro- 
moted, in  that  remote  quarter,  by  active  sub- 
agents,  subordinate  to  a  principal,  than  by  several 
agents,  independent  of  each  other. 

4.  To  advance  a  military  post  to  the  Upper 
Missouri.  The  number  ot  troops  intended  for 
this  service,  is  four  companies.  The  committee 
have  been  careful  to  ascertain  the  expense  of  the 
movement.  Document  No.  56  will  show  their 
correspondence  with  the  War  Department,  in 
which  this  number  is  deemed  sufficient,  and  the 
expense  is  estimated  at  §13,100.  For  this  sum, 
it  is  computed,  by  the  Quartermaster  General, 
that  the  troops  may  be  transported,  with  full  sup- 
plies for  one  year. 

Mr.  Benton  held  this  to  be  the  main  provision 
of  the  bill.  Without  it,  he  believed,  all  the  others 
would  be  vain  and  nugatory.  He  knew  that  both 
Houses  of  Congress,  some  years  since,  had  decided 
against  such  an  establishment,  but  the  facts  were 
not  known  then,  which  are  now  communicated — 
facts  which  show  that  we  must  surrender  the  fur 
trade  within  our  own  limits  to  the  Hud>on  Bay 
Company,  or  protect  our  traders  by  the  advance 
of  a  military  post.  The  most  powerful  consider- 
ations of  interest,  policy,  and  justice,  require  us 
to  adopt  the  latter  alternative.  I  do  not  use  these 
words  at  random,  said  Mr,  B.,  nor  for  the  purpose 
of  filling  up  and  rounding  off  a  sentence.  I  have 
regard  to  the  facts,  and  to  the  import  of  language, 
when  I  say  that  interest,  policy,  aad  Jtuitice,  require 
the  American  fur  traders  to  be  protected  by  their 
Government.  The  amount  of  the  trade,  its  pe- 
culiar value,  and  the  encouragement  it  gives  to 


domestic  industry,  make  it  our  interest  to  protect 
It.  The  official  returns  for  the  last  year,  show 
that  8b75,000  of  capital  were  invested  in  this 
trade  ;  extend  it  to  the  Rocky  Mountains,  and  it 
will  be  augmented  to  at  least  a  million  per  an- 
num, for  an  indefinite  number  of  years  to  come. 
The  British  companies  have  taken  furs  to  the 
value  of  S300,000  sterling,  (about  a  million  and 
a  quarter  of  dollars,)  for  forty  years  past.  The 
peculiar  value  of  this  trade  should  make  it  an  ob- 
ject of  national  attention.  Our  hat  manufacto- 
ries furnish  fourteen  millions  of  dollars  worth  of 
hats  per  annum.  Fur  is  the  chief  material  used 
in  this  great  manufactory,  and  the  districts  of 
country  from  which  it  has  been  heretofore  ob- 
tained, are  rapidly  exhausting.  None  of  the  fine 
furs  can  now  be  taken  east  of  the  Mississippi. 
Beyond  that  river,  as  far  out  as  the  meridian  of 
the  Mandan  villages,  the  country  is  one  continued 
plain,  a  succession  of  open  prairies,  destitute  of 
shelter  for  furred  animals,  even  in  the  period  of 
gestation.  It  is  from  this  district,  and  from  the 
British  traders,  that  the  hat  manufactories  of  the 
United  States  are  now  supplied.  But  how  long 
will  this  supply  continue  7  Certainly,  it  must 
cease  in  a  few  years,  and,  unless  our  traders  are 
protected  in  penetrating  the  rich  and  exhaustless 
fur  region  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  our  own  man- 
ufactories must  quit  work,  and  a  vast  sum  must 
go  to  England  annually,  to  purchase  hats  made 
of  the  fur  which  is  taken  from  the  territories  of 
the  United  States. 

Besides  the  magnitude  of  the  trade,  and  its  pe- 
culiar value,  It  has  other  claims  upon  the  atten- 
tion of  the  nation,  from  the  encouragement  it  will 
give  to  home  indu>try.  In  England  the  fur  com- 
panies are  cherished  by  the  Parliament,  because 
they  employ  in  their  trade  annually  fifty  thousand 
pounds  sterling,  ($240,000,)  of  British  manufac- 
tured goods.  Every  article  which  enters  into  this 
trade,  and  the  raw  material  of  which  it  is  made, 
is  the  product  of  our  own  country.  Coarse  cot- 
tons, woollens,  hardware,  powder,  lead,  tobacco, 
are  the  chief  articles  of  this  trade.  Mr.  Pilcher, 
himself  a  fur  trader,  states,  that  all  these  articles 
can  be  as  well  manufactured  in  the  United  States 
as  in  England.  The  British  patterns,  which  have 
been  adapted  to  the  taste  and  wants  of  the  Indians, 
are  alone  to  be  followed.  No  superior  or  peculiar 
workmanship  is  required.  Mr.  B.  appealed  to  the 
Senate,  to  say,  if,  in  this  point  of  view,  as  the 
annual  consumi^r  of  a  vast  amount  of  home  man- 
factures,  mada^of  home  materials,  the  fur  trade 
was  not  entitifd  to  the  protection  of  the  Govern- 
ment ? 

Our  policy  unites  itself  with  our  interest.  Pol- 
icy requires  us  to  preserve  the  trade  of  the  In- 
dians, as  the  only  meansof  preserving  their  friend- 
ship. Their  traders  rule  them.  They  did  so 
under  the  Colonial  Government,  when  French 
traders  led  the  attack  upon  the  forts  and  settle- 
ments of  the  colonists.  They  have  done  so  ever 
since ;  the  British  trader  succeeding  to  the  French, 
and  leading  the  same  Indians  to  the  slaughter  of 
Americans.  At  this  moment,  every  tribe  beyond 
the  Mississippi,  which  trades  with  Americans,  is 


friendly  ;  every  tribe  which  trades  with  the  Brit- 
ish, is  at  war  with  us  I     Justice  requires  this  pro- 
tection to  the  West.     Atlantic  commerce  is  pro-  ; 
tected  by  ships  of  war  in  every  sea,  by  Ambassa-  j 
dors  at  every  Court,   by  a  chain  of  lighthouses,  ! 
illuminated  at  the  annual  expense  of  $145,000,  | 
to  light  the  returning  cargo  into  port.     Shall  the  | 
West,  then,  solicit  in  vain  for  a  little  post,  a  hand- 
ful of  men,  and  a  few  miserable  dollars,  to  pro- 
tect the  lives  of  her  citizens,  upon  the  soil  of  their  1 
country,  engaged  in  the  prosecution  of  a  trade  of  ' 
indispensable  value  to  the  whole  Union  ?     If  any 
one  resists  this  appeal,  said  Mr.  B.,  I  ask  him  if  it 
is  not   right  to   be  just   before  we  are  generous? 
To  take  care  of  our  own  household,  before  we  go  { 
forth  in  quest  of  foreign  adventures?     We  have  '■ 
a  colony  of  deported   negroes,  upon  the  coast  of  j 
Africa.     We  vote  fifty  thousand  dollars  annually,  I 
and  send  out  a   ship  of  war  for  their  protection. 
Last   year   they  were  attacked    by  their   fellow-  j 
countrymen,   and   seven  of  their   number  killed 
and  wounded.     The  agent  of  the  establishment  ! 
called  on  Capt.  Spence,  of  the  United  States  ship  ! 
Cyane,  to  land  his  crew,  and  build  them  "a  per-  | 
manent  and  powerful  fortification."     It  was  done. 
A  martella  tower  of  strong  mason  work  was  im- 
mediately constructed,  and  the   public  journals 
resounded  with   applause.     At  this  very  session, 
within  a  few  days  past,  we  have  repeated  our 
vote  of  fifty  thousand  dollars,  for  this  charitable 
enterprise  on  the  coast  of  Africa.     Yet  the  West 
asks  for  thirty  thousand  dollars  only  for  the  pro- 
lection  of  her  trade  and  citizens;  and  shall  it  be 
denied  ?  j 

W' hen  Mr.  B.  had  concluded —  I 

Mr.  LowRiE  expressed  some  doubts  as  to  the  ; 
propriety  of  the  nfth  section  of  this  bill.  He  ; 
considered  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  } 
Missouri,  on  this  subject,  as  very  valuable — seve-  j 
ral  new  points  had  been  stated  by  that  gentleman. 
He  had  entertained  an  unfavorable  impression  of, 
the  conduct  of  the  Americans,  in  relation  to  the  | 
Indian  tribes  which  had  been  spoken  of,  from  the  I 
documents  communicated  by  the  President.  He  j 
wished  a  few  days  delay,  in  order  again  to  exam-  ; 
ine  the  documents  to  which  he  had  alluded. 

Mr.  Benton  said  that  delay  in  the  considera- 1 
tion  of  the  bill  would  be  destruction  to  it.  It  was 
of  the  greatest  importance  that  it  should  be  acted 
upon  immediately.  He  thought  there  could  be 
no  occasion  for  delay.  He  answered  some  ob- 
jections made  by  Mr.  Lowrie  to  the  fifth  section. 
The  bill  constituted  a  complete  system,  and  he 
would  be  unwilling  to  relinquish  any  section  of  it. 

Mr.  Chandler  remarked  that  he  was  not  as 
well  informed  on  this  subject  as  the  gentleman 
from  Missouri  had  shown  himself  to  be  ;  and  he, 
therefore,  wished  for  further  time  to  examine  it. 
He  moved  the  postponement  of  the  bill  until 
Wednesday  next. 

Messrs.  Holmes  of  Maine,  and  Johnson  of 
Kentucky,  made  a  few  remarks  on  the  subject. 
The  bill  was  then  postponed  to,  and  made  the 
order  of  the  day  for  Wednesday  next. 

And,  on  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned  until  to- 
morrow. 


Tuesday,  March  30. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  gave  notice  that 

he  would,  to-morrow,  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a 

joint  resolution  providing  for  the  purchase  of  a 

certain  number  of  the  Journals  of  the  Old  Con- 


gress. 


Mr.  Van  Buren,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  whom  were  referred  the  bill  extend- 
ing the  benefit  of  copy-rights  to  the  authors  of 
paintings  or  drawings,  and  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  to  alter  the  times  of  holding  the  district 
court  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of  Illi- 
nois," reported  them  severally  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Barton  communicated  a  letter  from  James 
Miller,  and  others,  in  answer  to  a  letter  from  the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 
showing  the  necessity  of  establishing  a  survey- 
or general's  office  in  the  Territory  ot  Arkansas; 
and  the  letter  and  answer  were  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  Noble  presented  the  petition  of  James 
Lloyd,  late  a  marine  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  praying  a  pension  ;  which  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

The  bill,  supplementary  to  an  act  of  Congress, 
passed  on  the  13th  day  of  June,  1812,  entitled 
"An  act  making  further  provision  for  settling  the 
claims  to  land  in  the  Territory  of  Missouri;" 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elijah  Van  Syckel,  of 
Philadelphia;  and  the  resolutions  providing  a 
place  of  deposite  for  the  portrait  ot  Columbus, 
and  directing  the  distribution  of  certain  copies  of 
the  Declaration  of  Independence,  now  in  the  De- 
partment of  State;  were  severally  read  the  sec- 
ond lime.  The  bill  to  provide  for  the  sale  of  the 
warehouse  at  the  former  quarantine  ground,  near 
the  English  Turn,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and 
for  the  erection  of  a  dwelling-house  at  the  Balize, 
in  said  State,  for  the  use  of  the  boarding  officer 
at  that  place,  and  for  other  purposes;  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  repeal  the  act  approved 
the  3d  March,  1823,  entitled  'An  act  for  the  relief 
of  John  B.  Hogan,"  and  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Barbara  Paulus." 

They  concur  in  the  1st,  2d,  3d,  6th,  7th,  and 
8th,  of  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  Government  for  the  year  1824  ;"  tljey 
disao[ree  to  the  4th  of  said  amendments,  and  con- 
cur in  the  fifth,  with  an  amendment;  in  which 
bills  and  amendment  they  request  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate. 

The  two  bills  last  brought  up  for  concurrence 
were  severally  read,  and  passed  to  a  second 
reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt,  as  amended  ; 
and,  on  motion,  it  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 
Mr.  Brown  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  to  change  the  terms  of  the  circuit  and 
district  courts  of  the  United  States  in  the  State 
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of  Ohio,  and  one  of  the  terms  of  the  circuit  court 
in  Kentucky ;  which  was  read,  and  passed  to  a 
second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Sarah  Chit  wood;''  and  it  was  postponed  until  to- 
morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  supplementary  to  the  several  acts 
providing  for  ascertaining  and  adjusting  the  titles 
and  claims  to  land  in  the  St.  Helena  and  Jack- 
son Courthouse  land  district ;  together  with  the 
amendment  reported  thereto  by  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands;  and  Mr.  Lowrie  proposed  a  fur- 
ther amendment  to  the  bill ;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke  presented  the  memorial  of 
Thomas  Robinson,  in  behalf  of  himself  and  others, 
children  of  the  late  General  Thomas  Robinson, 
of  Delaware,  who  was  one  of  the  sureties  of 
Sharp  Dulany,  formerly  collector  of  the  port  of 
Philadelphia,  praying  that  the  estate  of  his  father 
may  be  released  from  the  payment  of  the  interest 
that  has  accrued  on  a  debt  due  from  said  Dulany  to 
the  United  States  ;  which  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

GENERAL  APPROPRL\TIO.\    BILL. 

The  amendments  made  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  "  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
Government  for  the  year  1824,"  and  which  were 
disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Representatives, 
were  then  taken  up.  The  first  amendment  was, 
an  appropriation  ''for  graduating  and  improving 
the  grounds  around  the  President's  House,  $2,000." 
The  Senate  then  agreed  to  recede  from  this  amend- 
ment. 

The  next  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate, 
and  not  concurred  in  by  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, was,  to  make  provision  for  ''an  agent," 
to  be  attached  to  the  board  of  commissioners,  under 
the  first  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  for  making 
compensation  for  slaves  taken  away  during  the  late 
war  with  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  Smith  moved  that  the  Senate  do  recede 
from  this  amendment. 

Mr.  Barbocr  said,  that,  on  the  subject  of  this 
agency,  the  sentiments  which  he  had  expressed, 
when  it  was  before  under  consideration,  still  re- 
mained unchanged,  and,  indeed,  some  further  oc- 
currences had  confirmed  his  belief,  that  this  officer 
was  very  necessary  for  the  business  of  the  com- 
mission. But,  still,  he  did  not  believe  it  of  suffi- 
cient importance  to  the  country  at  large,  to  pro- 
duce a  collision  between  the  two  Houses  of  Con- 
gress. In  consequence  of  this  conviction,  be  was 
prepared  to  recede  from  the  amendment. 

The  question  on  receding  was  put  and  carried. 

CLAIMS  AG.MNST  THE  UNITED   STATES. 

The  bill  "  providing  for  the  settlement  of  certain 
pecuniary  claims  agamst  the  United  States,"  was 
taken  up  for  consideration  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole.  This  bill  was  introduced,  on  leave  grant- 
ed, by  Mr.  Taylor,  o^Virginia,  and  reported  with 
sundry  amendmentSj'by  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 


diciary. These  amendments  were  in  the  details 
of  the  bill.  Some  remarks  were  made  upon  them, 
by  Messrs.  Chandler,  Taylor,  of  Virginia,  Low- 
rie, and  Barbocr.  They  were  then  agreed  to. 
The  bill  provides  a  tribunal  for  the  adjustment  of 
that  class  of  private  claims,  upon  which  so  much 
of  the  time  ot  Congress  has  been  consumed.  Mr. 
Holmes,  of  Maine,  proposed  to  amend  the  bill  by 
limiting  its  operation  to  claims  of  a  certain  amount, 
Messrs.  H.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  and  Taylor, 
of  Virginia,  spoke  upon  this  amendment,  and  it 
was  then  agreed  lo.  Mr.  Mill.s  submitted  an 
amendment,  limiting  the  provisions  of  the  bill  to 
citizens  of  the  United  Stales.  This  was  also 
agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  as 
amended.  The  amendments  were  agreed  to,  in 
Senate,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  of  Vir- 
ginia, the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 


Wedne.sday,  March  31. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bills  which  originated  in  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  extending  the  term  of  pensions  granted 
to  persons  disabled,  and  to  the  widows  and  or- 
phans of  those  who  have  been  slain,  or  who  have 
died  in  consequence  of  wounds  or  casualties  re- 
ceived while  in  the  line  of  their  duty,  on  board 
the  private  armed  ships  of  the  United  Slates, 
during  the  late  war,"  and  '*  An  act  to  amend  an 
act,  entitled  '  An  act  for  the  establishment  of  a 
turnpike  company  in  the  county  of  Alexandria, 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,"  with  amendments 
to  each  ;  in  which  they  request  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  first 
mentioned  bill,  and  concurred  therein. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  last 
mentioned  bill ;  and,  on  motion,  they  were  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  S.mith  presented  the  petition  of  Nathaniel 
Potter,  and  others,  recommending  to  the  attention 
of  Congress  a  new  planetarium,  invented  by 
Theodore  Newell,  and  soliciting  for  the  inventor 
and  invention  such  encouragement  as  they  may 
merit ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Joint 
Library  Committee. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Thomas  Shields,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Shields;  which  was 
read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  with  a  statement  of  the 
expenditures  at  the  national  armories,  and  of  the 
arras,  dec,  made  therein  ;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  bring  in  a  resolution  to  authorize  the  pur- 
chase of  a  certain  number  of  the  copies  of  the 
Journals  of  Congress  from  1774  to  1788;  which 
was  twice  read,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 


\ 


Mr.  Eaton,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Qolumbia,  to  whom  was  referred  the  peti- 
tion of  Thomas  Swann  and  others,  reported  a  bill 
altering  the  times  of  holding  the  courts  in  the 
District  of  Columbia  ;  which  was  twice  read,  by 
unanimous  consent ;  and  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  the  consideration  thereof  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  and,  no  amendment  having  been  pro- 
posed, it  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill  to  change  the  terms  of  the  circuit  and 
district  courts  of  the  United  States  in  the  State 
of  Ohio,  and  one  of  the  terms  of  the  circuit  court 
in  Kentucky,  was  read  the  second  time,  and  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  repeal  an  act  ap- 
proved the  3d  of  March,  1823,  entitled  'An  act  for 
the  relief  of  John  B.  Hogan,"  was  read  the  sec- 
ond time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Bar- 
bara Paulas,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  confirming  certain 
acts  of  James  Miller,  as  Governor  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  Arkansas,  and  for  other  purposes  ;  and,  no 
amendment  having  been  proposed,  it  was  reported 
to  the  Senate,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time. 

INDIAN  FLR  TRADE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Benton,  the  bill  '*  to  enable 

•  the  President  to  carry  into  effect  the  treaty  made 

•  at  Ghent,  the  24th  ol  December,  1814,  excluding 
'  foreigners  from  trade  and  intercourse  with  the 

•  Indian  tribes  within  the  United   States,  and  to 

•  preserve  the  fur  trade  within  the  limits  of  the 
'  said  United  States  to  American  citizens,"  was 
again  taken  up  for  consideration  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

Mr.  DiCKERsoN  addressed  the  Chair.  He  said 
he  did  not  rise  to  offer  any  amendments  to  the  bill ; 
but  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the  ex- 
tent of  one  of  its  provisions;  which  he  had  not 
perceived  till  he  heard  the  argument  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Missouri  (Mr.  Benton)  yesterday. 
When  he  heard  the  title  of  the  bill,  to  carry  into 
effect  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  he  had  not  conceived 
that  one,  if  not  the  chief  object  of  it  was,  to  au- 
thorize the  transportation  of  a  part  of  our  army  to 
some  point  on  the  Missouri — as  high  as  the  Tails 
of  that  river.  He  was  at  a  loss  to  know  what 
article  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent  was  to  be  carried 
into  effect  by  this  provision  of  the  bill — it  could 
only  applv  to  the  ninth  article,  which  required 
that  we  should  put  an  end  to  hostilities  with  all 
the  Indian  tribes,  or  nations,  with  whom  we  were 
at  war,  and  forthwith  restore  to  such  tribes  or  na- 
tions, respectively,  all  the  possessions,  rights,  and 
privileges,  which  they  may  have  enjoyed,  or  been 
entitled  to,  in  the  year  1811,  previous  to  such  hos- 
tilities. Similar  conditions  were  required  of  the 
British  Government.  As  it  is  our  own  part  of 
the  treaty  only  which  we  are  to  carry  into  effect, 
this  bill  cannot  be  intended  to  carry  into  effect  the 
18th  Con.  let  Sess.— 15 


treaty  on  the  part  of  the  British;  that  must  be 
left  for  them  to  provide  for.  How  this  bill  is  to 
produce  the  effect  indicated  by  its  title,  has  not 
yet  been  explained. 

It  is  intended  by  this  bill  to  authorize  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  Stales  to  send  an  armed  force, 
of  four  companies  at  least,  to  some  point  upon  the 
Upper  Missouri,  as  high  as  the  falls  of  that  river; 
which  is  about  800  miles  above  the  Yellow  Stone, 
which  is  900  miles  above  Council  Bluffs,  which 
is  650  miles  above  the  mouth  of  Missouri — in  all, 
2,350  miles  above  the  mouth  of  the  Missouri — 
and  this  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  protecting 
traders,  but  which  would  operate  as  a  protection 
to  the  hunters  and  trappers  upon  the  Indian  ter- 
ritories. 

It  will  not  be  pretended,  that  moving  troops  up 
the  Missouri  can  be  necessary  for  the  protection 
of  our  frontiers.  Council  Bluffs,  where  we  have 
a  military  establishment,  is  three  hundred  miles 
in  advance  of  the  western  boundary  of  the  State 
of  Missouri. 

The  object  cannot  be  to  make  preparations  for 
extending  our  population  to  the  Upper  Missouri, 
for,  thank  Heaven,  that  country  does  not  admit 
of  a  white  population.  In  the  account  of  Major 
Long's  expedition  from  Pittsburg  to  the  Rocky 
Mountains,  we  have  a  particular  account  of  the 
vast  country  lying  between  the  meridian  of  the 
Council  Bluffs  and  the  Rocky  Mountains.  Vol.  2, 
page  350: 

•*  Proceeding  westward  from  the  meridian  above 
specified,  the  hilly  country  gradually  subsides,  giving 
place  to  a  region  of  vast  extent,  spreading  towards  the 
North  and  South,  and  presenting  an  undulating  sur- 
face, with  nothing  to  limit  or  variegate  the  view,  bat 
here  and  there  a  hill,  knob,  or  insulated  tract  of  table 
land.  At  length,  the  Rocky  .Mountains  break  upon 
the  view,  towering  abruptly  from  the  plains,  and  ming- 
ling their  snow-capped  summits  with  the  clouds." 
"On  approaching  the  mountains,  no  other  change  is 
observable  in  the  general  aspect  of  the  country,  ex- 
cept that  the  isolated  knobs  and  table  lands,  above  al- 
luded to,  become  more  frequent,  and  more  distinctly 
marked.  The  bluffs,  by  which  the  valleys  of  water 
courses  are  bounded,  present  a  greater  abundance  of 
rocks ;  stones  lie  in  greater  profusion  upon  the  surface, 
and  the  soil  becomes  more  sterile.  If  to  the  charac- 
teristics above  intimated,  we  add  that  of  an  almost 
complete  deftitution  of  woodland,  (for  not  more  than 
one  thousandth  part  of  the  section  can  be  said  to  poa- 
sesss  a  timber  growth,)  we  shall  have  a  pretty  correct 
idea  of  the  general  aspect  of  the  country." 

Page  452. — '*  Throughout  this  section  of  country, 
the  surface  is  occasionally  characterized  by  water- 
worn  pebbles,  and  gravel  of  granite,  gneiss,  and  quartz; 
but  the  predominant  characteristic  is  sand,  which,  in 
many  instances,  prevails  almost  to  the  entire  excla- 
sion  of  vegeuble  mould.  Large  tracts  are  often  to 
be  met  with,  exhibiting  scarcely  a  trace  of  vegetation. 
The  whole  region,  as  before  hinted,  is  almost  entirely 
destitute  of  a  timber  growth  of  any  description.  la 
some  few  instances,  however,  sandy  knobs  and  ridges 
make  their  appearance,  thickly  covered  with  red  ce- 
dars, of  a  dwarfish  growth.  There  are  also  some  few 
tracts,  clad  in  a  growth  of  pitch  pine  and  scrubby 
oaks;  but,  in  general,  nothing  of  vegetation  appears 
upon  the  uplands,  bat  withered  grass  of  stinted  growth. 
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no  more  than  two  or  three  inches  high,  pnckly  pe«r> 
profusely  covering  extensive  tracts,  and  weeds  of  a  few 
Varieties,  which,  like  the  prickly  pears,  seem  to  thrive 
best  in  the  most  arid  and  sterile  soils." 

Page  361.—"  In  regard  to  this  extensive  section  of 
country,  we   do  not  hesitate  in  giving  the  opinion, 
that  it  is  almost  wholly  unfit  for  cultivation  ;  and,  of 
course,   uninhabitable   by   a    people    depending  upon  , 
agriculture  for  subsistence.     Although  tracU  ot  fertile 
land,   considerably    extensive,  are  occasionally  to  be 
met  with,  yet  the  scarcity  of  wood  and  water,  almost 
uniformly  prevalent,  will  prove  an  insuperable  obstacle 
in  the  way  of  settling  the  country.     This  objection 
resU  not  only  against    the  immediate  section  under 
consideration,  but  applies  with  equal   propriety  to  a 
much  larger  portion  of  the  country.     Agreeably  to  the 
best  intelligence  that  can  be  had,  concerning  the  country 
both  northward  and  southward   of  the  section,  and 
especially  to  the  inferences  deducible  from  the  account 
given  by  Lewis  and  Clark,  of  the  country  situated  be- 
tween the  Missouri  and  the  Rocky  Mountains,  above 
the  River  Platte,  the  vast  region  commencing  near  the 
sources  of  the  Sabine,  Trinity,  Brazos,  and  Colorado, 
and   extending    northwardly    to   the    49lh    degree  of 
North  latitude,  by  which  the  United  States  territory  is 
limited  in  that  direction,  is,  throughout,  of  a  similar 
character.     The  whole  of  this  region  seems  peculiarly  , 
adapted  as  a  range  for  buffaloes,  wild  goats,  and  other  j 
wild    game,    incalculable    multitudes   of  which    find  i 
ample  pasturage  and  subsistence  upon  it." 

"  This  region,  however,  viewed  as  a  frontier,  may 
prove  of  infinite  importance  to  the  I'nited  States,  in- 
asmuch as  it  is  calculated  to  serve  as  a  barrier  to  pre- 
vent too  great  an  extension  of  our  population  west- 
ward, and  secure  us  against  the  machinations  or  incur- 
sions of  an  enemy,  that  might  be  disposed  to  annoy  us 
in  that  quarter." 

There  is  no  part  of  the  valuable  work  before  me, 
said  Mr.  D.,  which  has  given  me  so  much  pleasure 
as  that  which  I  have  just  read.  It  is  a  melancholy 
truth,  that  the  aborigines  of  thi.s  continent  must 
and  will  be  exterminated  from  every  section  ol 
the  country  in  which  agriculture  can  be  followed 
with  success.  Such  has  been,  such  must  be  their 
fate  !  But  here  seemed  to  be  a  region,  in  which 
a  remnant  of  the  innumerable  tribes  that  once 
traversed  our  forests,  might  find  a  habitation,  safe 
from  the  overwhelming  tiood  of  white  population, 
which  would  otherwise  drive  them  from  the  face 
of  the  earth.  But  even  this  last  refuge  is  to  fail 
them,  if  our  hunters  and  trappers  are  to  be  sup- 
ported by  an  armed  force,  while  they  utterly  de- 
stroy the  beaver  and  buffalo  of  this  vast  region. 

It  is  intended  to  send  four  companies   to  the 
Upper  Missouri.     Mr.  U.  saul,  he  was  informed 
by  a  gentleman  of  great  military  experience,  and 
well  acquainted  with  that  country,  that  four  com- 
panies would  be  altogether  inadequate  to  the  pur- 
pose intended  ;  that  they  would  be  easily  cut  off 
by  the  Indians  ;  that  it  would  not  be  safe  to  send 
a  smaller  force  than  two  or  three  regiments — and 
if  these  should  be  stationed  as  iiigh  up  as  the  Falls 
of  Missouri,  it  would  require  several   reginaents 
more  to  be  stationed  at  different  points  on  the  river; 
otherwise,  all  supplies  would  be  cut  off,  and  our 
forces  would  perish  for  want  of  subsistence.     Our 
.•  troops  on  the  Upper  Missouri  must  depend  almost 


entirely  upon  supplies  from  out  settlements  at  and 
below  Council  Bluffs.  Neither  grain  nor  cattle 
cSn  be  procured  in  those  sterile  regions.  Even 
turnips  cannot  be  raised  among  the  rocks  and 
sand  of  the  region  in  latitude  forty-eight.  General 
Gaines  states,  that,  within  our  Western  bound- 
aries, there  are  thirty  thousand  warriors.  They 
are,  probably,  overrated  ;  but,  no  doubt,  they  are 
sufficiently  strong  to  destroy  any  force  which  it 
has  been  proposed  to  send  among  them. 

The  sum  of  thirteen  thousand  one  hundred  dol- 
lars, proposed  to  be  appropriated  for  transporting 
this  military  force  to  the  Upper  Missouri,  will 
defray  but  a  very  small  portion  of  the  expense. 
We  must  judge  of  the  future  by  the  past.  The  ex- 
pense of  the  Yellow  Stone  expedition  will  afford  us 
some  data  for  forming  an  estimate  of  the  expense 
of  an  expedition  to  the  Fallsof  theMissouri.  The 
expedition  for  Yellow  Stone  advanced  no  farther 
than  Council  Bluffs  :  yet  the  expense  of  transport- 
ing a  small  military  force  to  that  point  has  been 
enormous.  The  transportation  of  one  hundred 
and  forty-five  tons  of  provisions,  munitions  of  war, 


&c.,  by  the  steamboat  expedition,  one  hundred  and 
forty-five  tons  by  the  Jefferson,  seventy-five  tons 
by  the  Johnson,  with  three  hundred  troops,  chittly 
from  the  north  of  the  Missouri,  to  Council  Bluffs, 
cost  the  United  States  §255,000.     There  are  other 
charges,  to  a  very  large  amount,  to  be  brought 
into  the  account ;  so  that  it  may  be  estimated  that 
the  transportation  of  our  troops  to  Council  Blufls, 
with  all  the  necessary  supplies,  munitions  of  war, 
&'c.,  cost  us  at  about  the  rate  of  one  thousand  dol- 
lars per  man.     What,  then,  will  be  the  expense  of 
sending  an  armed  force  sixteen  or  seventeen  hun- 
I  dred   miles   further  up  the  river,  with  all  the  ne- 
cessary  supplies?     Certainly  much  greater  than 
could  be  balanced  by  any  trade  that  could  be  es- 
tablished with  the  Indians.     The  difficulties  and 
expenses    of  the   expedition    would    increase   in 
something   like  a  geometrical   ratio,  a^  it  should 
recede  from  our  settlements;  from  which  alone 
supplies    could    be  obtained.      The   expense  of 
maintaining  a  military  post,  in  a  situation  so  re- 
mote, would  be  enormous. 

But  the  most  exceptionable  part  of  the  bill  is, 
not  the  protection  of  the  fair  traders,  which  is  in- 
tended, but  the  protection  of  the  hunters  and  trap- 
pers, which  will  be  effected.     These  military  posts 
multiply  the  jwints  of  collision  with   the  Indian 
tribes,  and   must  lead   to  wars  with   t^em.     The 
hunters  and  trappers  will  be,  and  ought  to  be,  re- 
sisted by  them.     Their  rights  to  their  buffalo,  their 
beaver,  and  their  game,  are  as  sacred  as  our  rights 
to  our  property.     It  would   be  as  just  in  them  to 
invade  our  territories  and  take  off  our  cattle,  as  it 
would  be,  on  our  part,  to  take   and  destroy  their 
beaver,  and  much  less  cruel.     For,  if  our  cattic 
are  taken  away,  we  soon  raise  more — not  so  with 
the  beaver — once  destroyed,  or  driven  from  a  re- 
gion, they  appear  there  no  more.     Taking  away 
their4)uffalo,  their  Ijeaver,  and  their  game,  is  strik- 
ing at  their  very  existence  ;  they  look  with  terror 
ujK)n  these  hunters  and  trappers,  as  the  instrunients 
of  their  extermination.     Can  (hey  be  blamed  for 
resisting  them  ?    And  yet,  when  they  do,  it  be- 
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comes  necessary  to  chastise  and  subdue  them  ;  al- 
though it  may  be  against  the  laws  of  humanity, 
the  circumstances  of  the  country  require  it.  But 
every  principle  of  justice  and  humanity  requires 
that  we  should  avoid  and  prevent  the  causes  of 
provocation.  Have  there  been  no  circumstances 
of  aggression,  which  have  provoked  the  late  hos- 
tilities of  the  Indians  ?  The  facts  before  us  will 
not  warrant  an  answer  in  the  negative. 

General  Ashley  and  Major  Henry  had  a  license 
to  trade  with  the  Indians.  The  laws  prohibit 
their  trapping  and  hunting  in  the  Indian  territories. 
To  take  with  them  a  company  of  hunters  and 
trappers  among  the  Indians,  against  their  will, 
was  itself  an  actof  aggression  and  hostility.  Gen- 
eral Ashley  traded  with  the  Arikaras  for  fifty  or 
sixty  horses,  without  a  special  license  for  that 
purpose.  These  were  not  necessary  for  the  usual 
purposes  of  trade.  His  party  consisted  of  ninety 
mep — a  much  larger  number  than  was  necessary 
for  the  purposes  of  Indian  trade;  but  not  more 
than  was  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  hunting  and 
trapping.  The  Arikaras  could  not  doubt  but  this 
expedition  was  fitted  out  for  the  purpose  of  hunt- 
ing and  trapping.  Two  of  the  Arikaras  had  been 
killed  io  an  affray  with  the  Missouri  Fur  Com- 
pany ;  one  of  them,  a  son  of  a  principal  Chief  of 
the  tribe,  which,  notwithstanding  their  professions 
to  the  contrary,  they  had  not  forgotten.  They 
treacherously  attacked  General  Ashley's  party,  and 
killed,  fourteen,  and  wounded  nine  of  his  men,  for 
which  they  have  been  severely  and  justly  chas- 
tised. 

But,  were  the  Indians  not  justified  in  their  sus- 
picions that  this  was  an  expedition  for  the  purpose 
of  hunting  and  trapping  ?     Major  O'Fallon,  one 
of  our  Indian  agents,  had  no  doubt  that  a  license 
had  been  granted    to  General  Ashley  and  Major  i 
Henry,  to  trade,  trap,  and    hunt,  on   the  Upper  j 
Missouri.     General  Atkinson,  in  his  letter  of  the  | 
15th  August,  1823,  says,  "  A  Mr.  Smith,  who  came  j 
'  down  with  the  proceeds  of  the  trappers  and  hunt-  ' 
'  ers  of  General  Ashley,  from  the  mouth  of  Yellow  : 
'  Stone,  gives  also  some  verbal  news,  to  the  follow-  i 

*  ing  effect,  viz  :  '  He  left  the  Yellow  Stone  with  \ 
'  Mr.  Henry,  with  all  the  party  under  him,  except  j 
'  twenty  men,  left  in  the  fort  at  the  mouth  of  the  ' 

*  Yellow  Stone.'" 

Can  any  one  doubt  that  the  expedition  under 
General  Ashley  and  Major  Henry  was  for  the  pur- 
pose of  hunting  and  trapping,  as  well  as  for  carry 
ing  on  trade  with  the  Indians  ? 

What  were  the  circumstances  attending  the 
Missouri  F'ur  Company,  under  Immel  and  Jones, 
who  were  attacked  and  killed  by  the  Blackfeet 
Indians?  Were  they  innocent  traders,  or  were 
they  hunters  and  trappers,  invading  the  Indian 
territories?  T.  F.  Gordon,  a  young  gentleman 
in  the  service  of  that  company,  in  his  letter  of  the 
15th  June  last,  says  "It  becomes  my  unpleasant 
'  duty  to  inform  you  of  the  defeat  of  our  party  by 
'  the  Blackfeet  Indians,  and   of  the  dire  conse- 

*  quences  of  the  same.  After  penetrating  to  the 
'  three  forks  of  the  Missouri,  early  in  the  Spring, 
'  although  we  found  that  country  almost  trapped 
'out  by  the  Indians,  we  had  succeeded,  by  the 


'  greatest  perseverance,  in  taking  about packs 

'  of  beaver.  On  the  16th  of  May,  having  reached 
'  the  upper  Three  Forks  of  R.  Jefferson's  river, 
'  and  finding  no  beaver  in  that  quarter,  we  com- 
'  menced  a  retrograde  march  to  the  Yellow  Stone," 
<tc.  These  were  certainly  the  most  indefatigable, 
enterprising,  persevering  company  of  hunters  and 
trappers  that  ever  afflicted  the  Indian  tribes.  It 
would  have  been  very  satisfactory  to  know  the 
number  of  packs  of  beaver  taken  by  these  trappers, 
but  there  is  an  unfortunate  blank  in  the  letter ;  the 
reason  for  withholding  this  information  is  not 
known.  The  Blackfeet  Indians  waylaid  this  com- 
pany, and,  says  Mr.  Gordon,  "they  rushed  upon 
'  us  with  their  whole  force,  pouring  down  from 
'  every  quarter.  Messrs.  Immel  and  Jones  both 
'  fell  early  in  the  engagement.  A  conflict  thus 
'  unequal,  could  not  long  be  maintained.  The 
'  result  was  the  loss  of  five  other  men  killed,  four 
'  wounded  ;  the  entire  loss  of  all  our  horses  and 
'  equipage  ;  traps,  beaver,  and  every  thing."  And 
shall  it  be  said  that  the  Missouri  Fur  Company 
are  innocent,  unoffending  traders?  On  the  con- 
trary, have  they  not  unnecessarily  provoked  these 
Indian  hostilities  ? 

It  is  said,  these  Indians  sell  their  furs  to  the 
British  traders.  If  so,  it  must  be  because  those 
traders  treat  them  more  kindly  than  ours,  give 
them  a  better  price  for  their  furs  and  peltries,  and 
sell  them  goods  at  a  cheaper  rate.  The  Indians 
understand  their  interests  as  well  as  their  rights, 
and  when  they  can  carry  on  their  commerce  with 
our  traders  with  as  much  advantage  as  with  the 
British,  ours  will  be  preferred.  The  British  trad- 
ers do  not  hunt  or  trap  upon  the  Indian  territo- 
ries, within  their  boundaries.  They  gain  the 
confidence  of  the  Indians  by  acts  of  kindnes.s, 
which  ours  ought  to  do,  but  which  they  never 
will  do,  while  they  rely  upon  an  armed  force-  to 
enable  them  to  impose  their  own  conditions  upon 
the  Indians. 

We  are  told  that  the  British  traders  come  with- 
in our  boundaries  to  trade  with  the  Indians.  If 
so,  the  means  are  sufficient,  under  our  present 
laws,  for  their  expulsion.  We  are  also  told  that 
there  is  an  armed  force  at  Fort  Douglass,  on 
Moose  river,  within  our  boundaries.  If  there  is 
such  a  force  established  there,  under  the  Govern- 
ment of  Great  Britain,  it  ought  to  be  made  a  mat- 
ter of  complaint  against  that  Government.  A 
remedy  ought  to  be  sought  by  negotiation. 

If  we  can  have  a  peaceful  trade  with  the  Indian 
tribes  on  the  Upper  Missouri,  it  ought  to  be  main- 
tained, even  at  great  expense.  If  we  cannot,  in 
the  name  of  humanity  let  it  be  abandoned.  But 
the  views  of  these  fur  companies  are  of  a  charac- 
ter decidedly  hostile  towards  these  Indians.  Even 
the  late  expedition  against  the  Ricaras  seems  to  have 
been  a  war  of  the  hunters  and  trappers  against 
that  tribe,  in  which  the  United  States  acted  as 
allies.  It  was  through  the  agency  of  the  Missouri 
Fur  Company  that  the  Sioux  were  induced  to 
take  part  against  the  Ricaras.  Colonel  Leaven- 
worth marched  jigainst  this  tribe  with  220  regular 
troops,  80  men  of  General  Ashlev's  company,  40  of 
the  Missouri  Fur  Company,  and  about  four  or  five 
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hundred  Sioux  Indians.  The  Ricaras,  after  their 
towns  were  battered  about  their  ears,  and  many 
of  their  people  killed,  begged  for  peace.  This, 
Colonel  Leavenworth,  as  well  as  General  Ash- 
ley, was  willing  to  grant.  Not  so  the  Missouri 
Fur  Company.  They  were  determined  to  carry 
on  the  war,  and  the  United  Stales  were  under  the 
necessity  of  making  a  separate  peace.  Upon  this 
subject  I  will  quote  from  Colonel  Leavenworth's 
official  letter: 

"The  Ricaras  sent  out  and  begged  fur  peace, 
^hey  said  that  the  first  shot  from  our  cannon  bad 
killed  the  celebrated  chief  called  Grey  Eyes,  who 
caused  all  the  miiicbief;  and  that  we  had  killed  a  great 
many  of  their  people,  and  their  horses.  They  were 
evidently  very  much  terrified,  and  completely  bum- 
bled. Being  convinced  of  this,  and  supposing  that  the 
Government  would  be  better  pleased  to  have  these  In- 
dians corrected  than  exteYminated,  and  as  the  Sioux, 
amounting  to  about  seven  or  eight  hundred  warriors, 
had  left  us,  in  a  very  strange  and  unaccountable  man- 
ser,  it  was  thought  best,  under  all  the  circumstances  of 
the  case,  to  listen  to  the  solicitations  of  the  Kicaras  for 
peace,  especially  tfs  it  was  understood  that  our  round 
shot  were  nearly  all  expended.  Consequently  a  treaty 
was  made  with  them,  a  copy  of  which  is  enclosed.  In 
making  this  treaty  I  met  wiih  every  possible  difficulty 
which  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  Missouri  Fur  Com- 
pany to  throw  in  my  way  ;  and  as  Mr.  Pilcher,  their 
acting  partner,  had  been  appointed  as  special  sub-agent 
to  raise  the  Sioux  against  the  Ricaras,  he  was  able  to 
give  me  great  trouble." 

Colonel  Leavenworth,  after  stating  the  damage 
that  had  been  done  to  the  Indians,  the  number 
that  had  been  killed,  that  they  fled  from  their 
towns,  and  other  circumstances,  adds: 

"On  the  mbrning  of  the  15th  we  placed  the  mother 
of  the  late  chief.  Grey  Eyes,  (an  aged  and  infirm  wo- 
man, whom  they  had  left  in  their  flight,)  in  one  of 
the  principal  lodges  of  the  lower  village;  gave  her 
plenty  of  provisions  and  water,  and  left  her  in  the 
quiet  possession  of  the  towns,  and  the  property  left  by 
the  Indians,  except  some  corn,  which  bad  been  taken 
for  the  subsistence  of  the  men.  At  about  10  o'clock 
of  the  15th  the  troops  were  embarked,  to  descend  the 
river,  and  our  guard  withdrawn,  and  every  soul  re- 
moved from  the  villages,  except  the  woman  before- 
mentioned.  All  the  boats  were  got  underweigh  about 
the  same  time." 

"  Before  we  were  out  of  sight  of  the  towns,  we  had 
the  mortification  to  discover  that  they  were  on  fire. 
There  is  no  doubt  but  they  have  been  consumed  to 
ashes;  nor  is  there  any  doubt  but  that  they  were  set 
on  fire  by  one  McDonald,  a  partner,  and  one  Gordon, 
a  clerk  of  the  Missouri  Fur  Company." 

"If  the  nation  has  been  deprived  of  the  advantages 
vibich  might  have  reaulted  from  the  magnanimity  of 
her  troops,  towards  a  fallen  and  humbled  enemy,  it  is 
chargeable  to  that  company,  or  to  those  iKdiviJuals 
who  set  the  towns  on  fire.  Had  not  this  been  done, 
there  is  no  room  to  doubt  but  that  the  Ricara  Indians 
would,  in  future,  have  behaved  as  well  towards  our 
countrymen,  as  any  other  Indians  on  the  river.  It  is 
now  my  deliberate  opinion  that  those  Indiana  will  be 
excited  to  further  hostiUties,  if  in  the  power  of  the 
Missouri  Fur  Company  to  effect  it." 

Such  are  the  means  by  which  the  Indians  are 
provoked  to  hostilities  by  the  hunters  and  trappers 


who  traverse  their  country.  If  this  system  is  to 
be  pursued,  I  am  utterly  averse  to  placing  any 
military  force  higher  up  the  Missouri  than  Coun- 
cil Bluffs.  This  is  three  hundred  miles  in  advance 
of  the  Western  boundary  of  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri— far  enough  for  the  protection  of  our  fron- 
tier settlements — far  enough  for  all  the  purposes 
of  fair  trade. 

Mr.  Benton  replied.     He  imputed  the  remarks 

made  by  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey  to  his 

want  of  information  upon  the  subject.     He  stated 

that  the  title  of  the  bill  had  reference  to  the  effect 

of  the  whole  Treaty  of  Ghent,  because  that  treaty 

did  not  revive  the  3d  article  of  Mr.  Jay's  treatv. 

In  this  respect  alone,  the  Ghent  treaty  was  worth, 

to  the  Western  States,  all  the  blood  and  treasure 

which  the  late  war  had  cost  them.     But  how  was 

it  to  be  executed   against  British  traders?     The 

President,  as  executor  of  the  laws,  was  bound  to 

carry  the  treaty  into  effect.     How  ^     By  going  to 

the  Northwestern  frontier  in  person  to  keep  out 

Englishmen?     No,  sir;    but    by  sending  troops: 

and  this  is  what  the  bill  proposes,  and  what  has 

been  intended  by  two  successive  Administrations. 

The  Senator  from  New  Jersey  has  read  from 

Major  Long's  Journal,  to  show  that  the  country 

I  beyond  the  Mandan  villages  was  barren,  sterile, 

I  and  unfit  for  cultivation.    Without  opposing  other 

!  authority  to  this  description  of  the  country,  Mr. 

;  B.   would    ask   for  the   application    of   the  fact, 

taking  it  to  be  as  stated   by  Major  Long;  was  it 

an  argument  against  the  bill  ?     Not  at  all.     To 

the  contrary,  it  was  in  favor  of  it:  for  it  wa.«5  not 

I  the  intention  of  the  bill  to  send  out  an  agricultu- 

I  ral  colony,  but  a  military  po^t,  to  protect  the  fur 

I  trade ;  and,  the  more  uninhabitable,  inaccessible, 

I  and  mountainous  the  country,  the  better  it  was 

'  for  the   furred  animals,  and  the  better  theatre  it 

presented  for  the  trader. 

The  Senator  objects  to  sending  a  post  to  the 
i  Falls  of  Missouri.     Well:  the  bill  does  not  name 
j  the  Falls,  or  any  other  point.     It  leaves  it  to  the 
j  President  to  station  the  troops  at  such  point  on 
i  the  Upper  Missouri,  as  will  accomplish  the  objects 
intended.     It  would  be  wrong  to  name  a  precise 
point  in  the  bill.     Congress  have  their  duties  as- 
signed them  by  the  Constitution;  and  the  Presi- 
i  dent  has  his,  prescribed  by  the  same  high  author- 
ity.    It  is  the  business  of  Congress  lo  vote  the 
troops  and  the  supplies;  it  is  the  right  of  tlfe  Presi- 
dent to  employ  them  where  the  public  service  may 
require  their  presence.     The  mouth  of  the  Yellow 
Stone  river  will    probably   be   the  point.     That 
name  has    become   unpopular;   but,   in  exciting 
j  public  odium  against  it,  it  may  be  well  to  look  to 
j  the  origin   of  its  selection.     It   was    selected  by 
,  Lewis  and  Clark,  on  their  return  from  the  Pacific 
Ocean,  as  the  proper  point  for  commanding  the 
rich  fur  trade  of  the  Rocky  Mountains.     It  was 
approved  by  the  Administration  in  the  year  1815, 
,  Mr.  Madison  being  President,  and  Mr.  Monroe 
:  Secretary  of  War.     Recollection   of  these  facts 
will  show  that  gentlemen   miss  the  mark  when 
'  they  condemn  those  who  now  endeavor  to  carry 
!  a  post  to  the  mouth  of  the  Yellow  Stone.     But 
:  the  distance  is  still  objected  lo.     Eighteen  bun- 
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dred  miles  beyond  the  Mississippi  makes,  indeed, 
an  appalling  sound.     But  that   is  by  water,  fol- 
lowing the  bends  of  the  river.     The  Rocky  Moun- 
tains are  but  nine  hundred  miles  from  the  Missis- 
sippi; and  a   post  at  the  Yellow  Stone  will  be 
within  supporting  distances  of  the  Falls  of  St. 
Anthony  and  the  Council  Bluffs.     The  smallness 
of  the  amount  required  for  the  transport  of  the 
troops  is  objected  to;  doubtless  the  objection  would 
also  come  if  the  amount  was  large.     But  the  ac- 
curacy  of   the   estimate    is   disputed.     Thirteen 
thousand  dollars  is  said  to  be  too  little  for  the  ob- 
ject.    I  answer,  that  the  estimate  is  made  by  the 
Cluarterrnasier  General,  upon  the  basis  that  the 
troops  will  move  in  their  own  boats.     It  is  sup- 
ported by  the  fact  that  the  expedition  of  Colonel 
Leavenworth    cost    but   §4,000.     Every  one  ac- 
quainted with  the  movement  of  troops  upon  the 
Western  rivers  in  their  own  boats,  can  bear  wit- 
ness to  the  smallness  of  the  sums  required  for  such 
expeditions.     But  it  is  said  that  the  troops  cannot 
be  sustained   after  they  are  carried  to  the   post. 
Such   a   statement  derogates  from  the  power  of 
this  Government.     Look   to  the  British  compa- 
nies.    They  have  upwards  of  three  thousand  men 
in  their   service,  stretched  across  the  continent, 
from  the  frontiers  of  Canada  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Columbia  river,  occupying  a  line  of  posts  farther 
north  than  the  mouth  of  the  Yellow  Stone,  in  a 
climate  more  inhospitable  than  on  the  banks  of 
the   Missouri,   and   without   the   advantage  of  a 
direct  communication  by  water,  either  with  each 
other,  or  with  the  settlements  in  Canada.     Yet 
these  three  thousand  men  are  sustained;  some  of 
the  posts  they  occupy  have  been  kept  up  for  forty 
years;  all  this  has  been  done  by  a  company  of  fur 
traders;  and  shall  it  be  admitted  that  the  power  of 
the  United  Slates  i>  inadequate  to  the  support  of 
four  companies  upon  the  Upper  Missouri?     But 
why  object  to  a  distance  of  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  miles — to  an  expense  of  §13,000,  when 
we  send  a  ship  of  war  annually  to  the  coast  of 
Africa,  three  thousand  miles,  and  vote  §50,000 
per  annum  to  protect  our  deported  negroes  from 
the    depredations    of    their   fellow-countrymen  ? 
Gentlemen  suppose  that  an  exhibition  of  force  is 
not  necessary  among  these  Indians.     They  labor 
under  a  great  mistake.     The  savage  respects  pow- 
er, and  nothing  else.     The  Arab  of  the  desert,  and 
the  Blackfoot  of  the  Saskatchiwoine,  act  upon  the 
same    principle.     Each    considers   the    merchant 
and  the  traveller  as  his  lawful  prey,  and  they  kill 
and  rob  him  if  they  can. 

Mr.  DiCKERsoN  conceived  it  his  duty  to  answer 
to  some  part  of  the  remarks  that  had  just  been 
made.  He  was  not  the  eulogist  of  the  British 
traders,  or  British  fur  companies.  He  had  said, 
that,  if  the  Indians  prefer  trading  with  them,  it  is 
because  their  confidence  is  gained  by  kind  treat- 
ment and  fair  dealing.  As  to  the  hostile  views 
of  those  traders  and  companies  towards  us,  he  had 
said  not  one  word.  He  had  not  attempted  to  jus- 
tify them.  As  to  the  quarrels  between  the  rival 
British  fur  companies,  they  are  of  no  importance 
to  us.  If  they  make  war  upon  each  other,  it  is 
their  concern,  not  ours.     If  they  murdered  Gover- 


nor Semple,  that  was  no  act  of  hostility  towards 
the  United  States,  nor  towards  the  Indians.  It 
has  no  bearing  upon  the  subject  before  the  Senate. 
I  do  not  think  the  killing  of  the  two  American 
Indians  has  been  satisfactorily  accounted  for. 
Surely  they  were  not  killed  because  there  had 
been  hostility  between  Governor  Lewis  and  some 
of  the  tribes  of  Indians,  or  because  it  had  been 
necessary  to  smuggle  a  Mandan  chief  around  the 
Ricara  villages,  fifteen  or  sixteen  years  ago;  or 
because  twelve  men  had  been  killed,  under  Lisa, 
long  since.  It  is  probable  they  were  killed  in 
some  attack  which  they  were  rash  enough  to 
make  on  the  trappers  and  hunters  of  the  Missouri 
Fur  Company.  The  Ricaras  probably  thought 
that  their  young  men  were  justifiable ;  and,  al- 
though they  professed  to  have  forgotten  and  for- 
given the  supposed  injury,  it  is  very  evident  they 
had  done  neither. 

Information  of  the  circumstances  which  I  hare 
stated,  to  show  that  General  Ashley  and  his  com- 
pany, as  well  as  the  Missouri  Fur  Company,  were 
engaged  in  trapping  and  hunting  in  the  Indian 
territories,  was  not  derived  from  the  letter  from 
the  West,  published  in  all  our  papers,  and  which 
the  gentleman  from  Missouri  asserts  was  a  tissue 
of  falsehoods.  It  was  derived  from  a  source  en- 
titled to  the  highest  respect.  It  was  derived  from 
the  documents  transmitted  to  us  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  with  his  message  of  the  2d 
of  December  last.  The  part  respecting  General 
Ashley,  is  in  a  letter  of  General  Atkinson,  page 
83,  of  those  documents — and  the  part  respecting 
the  Missouri  Fur  Company,  in  page  71  of  those 
documents;  in  a  letter  from  William  Gordon, 
upon  whom  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  has 
pronounced  the  highest  eulogium.  What  was 
said  of  the  interference  of  the  Missouri  Fur  Com- 
pany, to  prevent  a  peace  with  the  Ricaras,  and 
of  the  burning  their  towns,  by  this  same  Mr. 
Gordon,  and  a  Mr.  McDonald,  may  be  found  in 
the  same  document,  page  95. 

The  system  of  intercourse  with  the  Indian 
tribes  lately  pursued  is  radically  wrong.  The 
British  trading  and  fur  companies  are  not  sup- 
ported by  the  armed  force  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment ;  they  have  no  means  of  insuring  success 
but  by  treating  the  Indians  kindly,  and  dealing 
with  them  fairly.  When  our  traders  do  the 
same,  they  will  meet  with  equal  success, 

Mr.  S.MiTH  spoke  in  favor  of  allowing  more 
time  for  investigation  and  inquiry,  and  was  op- 
posed to  the  passage  of  the  bill  at  the  present 
time. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  said,  he  believed,  if 
we  intended  to  invade  the  country  of  the  Indians 
with  a  military  force,  we  ought  to  hold  a  treaty 
with  them,  and  obtain  their  consent  to  the  meas- 
ure. We  had  no  right  to  do  it  without  their  con- 
sent. He  requested  the  gentleman  from  Missouri 
to  give  him  some  information  upon  this  subject. 
He  wished  to  know,  also,  if  the  Indian  tribes  had 
not  a  right  to  conquer  and  occupy  each  other's 
territory.  If  the  tribe  of  Blackfeet  had  come 
from  Canada,  and  conquered  and  taken  possession 
of  the  country  of  another  tribe,  he  wished  to  know 
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what  right  the  United  States  had  to  interfere  in 
the  business.  He  wished  to  be  informed,  too, 
whether  we  have  any  right  to  prevent  those  In- 
dians from  going  where  they  cnoose — into  Can- 
ada, or  elsewhere — to  trade  for  iheir  furs.  These 
were  important  questions  upon  these  points — and 
Mr.  K.  said,  he  believed  there  had  never  been  any 
correct  understanding  on  the  subject.  He  pre- 
sumed there  was  no  distinct  law  respecting  it. 
These  Indian  tribes  do  not  come  within  our  juris- 
diction ;  our  laws  do  not  control  them — even 
when  they  commit  murders,  they  are  not  amena- 
ble to  our  laws.  It  has  always  been  the  practice 
of  the  Indians  to  go  from  one  country  to  another  ; 
it  is  their  habit  to  wander  over  the  wilderness, 
from  place  to  place.  Mr.  K.  said,  he  wished  to 
see  the  principle  by  which  we  were  going  to  make 
provisions  like  those  contained  in  this  bill.  We 
must  make  some  treaty  with  the  Indians  before 
we  can  do  it.  Can  we  send  a  military  force  into 
their  territory  without  their  consent  ?  Mr.  K. 
believed  we  had  never  yet  done  it.  We  have 
power  to  make  arrangements  with  them  for  the 
security  of  our  trade  with  them — but  this  bill  does 
more — it  goes  to  restrain  their  trade,  and  exclude 
all  others  from  it  but  ourselves.  Mr.  K.  said,  he 
would  agree  to  all  the  other  provisions  of  the  bill, 
but  that  which  provided  for  the  sending  of  troojjs 
into  the  Indian  countries.  He  must  know  more 
about  it  before  he  would  consent  to  that.  He  had 
merely  suggested  these  ideas,  to  call  forth  further 
information  on  the  preliminary  ground,  as  to  our 
right  to  take  the  course  proposed  in  the  bill.  He 
wished,  also,  to  know  what  prohibitions  were  to 
be  introduced,  to  regulate  our  trade  with  the 
Indians. 

Mr.  Benton  rose  to  answer  the  questions  pro- 
posed to  him  by  the  Senator  from  New  York.  It  had 

'been  the  practice  of  the  Government  to  establish 
military  posts  in  the  Indian  country  without  their 
consent.  The  practice  had  obtained  under  every 
Administration.  All  the  frontier  States  and  Terri- 
tories were  full  of  examples.  Without  going  into 
an  enumeration  of  instances,  which  might  1^  for- 
gotten and  disputed,  he  would  state  one,  known  to 
us  all,  sanctioned  by  us  all,  and  up  to  the  point  of 
the  gentleman's  inquiry — he  alluded  to  the  post 
at  the  Council  Bluffs.  It  was  established  four 
years  ago,  under  the  orders  of  the  President,  and 
had  secured  the  annual  sanction  of  both  Houses  of 
Congress,  in  annual  appropriations  to  its  support. 
Yet  this  post  was  established  upon  Indian  territory, 
without  their  consent,  and  is  maintained  without 
it.  Further,  Mr.  B.  said,  the  Senate,  in  its  ca- 
pacity of  adviser  to  the  President,  in  his  treaty- 
making  power,  had  decided  the  same  question.    He 

•  spoke  of  the  Senate's  refusal  to  ratify  the  treaty 
made  to  extinguish  the  Indian  title  to  fifteen 
square  miles  of  territory  to  include  the  fort  and 
fields  at  the  Council  Bluffs.  The  injunction  of  se- 
crecy had  been  removed  from  the  Senate's  pro- 
ceedings upon  that  treaty.  The  Journal  would 
show  that  the.  distinguished  Senator  from  New 
York  had  voted  against  its  ratification.  His  own 
high  authority  might,  therefore,  be  quoted  against 
himself,  in  answer  to  the  first  question  which  he 


had  put.  In  addition  to  all  this,  may  be  quoted 
the  provisions  of  the  act  of  1802.  It  is  our  code 
of-  Indian  laws,  enacted  under  the  Administration 
of  Mr.  Jefferson,  and  turns,  in  every  clause,  upon 
the  assertion  of  the  principle  that  the  Indians  are 
not  independent  nations  ;  that  our  jurisdiction  ex- 
tends over  their  soil,  and  over  their  acts ;  and  that 
our  troops  may  be  sent  into  their  country,  without 
their  consent,  as  often  as  our  policy  requires  it  to 
be  done. 

The  second  interrogatory  put  by  the  Senator 
from  New  York,  related  to  our  right  to  interfere 
in  the  affairs  of  the  Indians  "among  themselves." 
Mr.  B.  said,  that  there  was  no  part  of  the  bill, 
under  discussion,  which  asserted  such  a  right,  or 
proposed  to  exercise  it.  He,  therefore,  claimed  the 
indulgence  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  in 
declining  to  answer  a  question  not  relevant  to  the 
matter  in  hand. 

The  third  interrogatory  inquired  for  the  terras, 
prohibitions,  and  regulations,  proposed  to  be  put 
into  the  projected  treaties.  Here  again,  Mr.  B. 
adverted  to  the  separation  of  power  between  the 
Congress  and  the  Executive.  We  vote  the  appro- 
priation for  defraying  the  expense  of  holding  the 
treaties;  the  President  conducts  the  negotiations. 
If  treaties  are  made,  the  Senate's  power  over  their 
stipulations  then  commences.  It  can  refuse  to 
ratify,  if  it  disapproves.  The  bill  on  the  table  was 
suflBcienlly  indicative  of  the  object  of  the  treaties, 
by  the  description  of  "  trade  and  friendship."  All 
the  rest  is  given,  by  the  Constitution,  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive authority. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  dissented  entirely  from 
the  observations  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
Missouri.  He  (Mr.  K.)  did  not  U?lieve  there  was 
any  authority  whatever,  for  placing  a  military 
force  in  the  Indian  country,  in  a  time  of  peace.  In 
his  opinion,  we  had  no  right  to  do  it.  He  had 
never  voted  for  carrying  troops  there.  The  treaty 
to  which  the  gentleman  alluded,  was  rejected  upon 
other  grounds.  If  we  are  at  war  with  the  Indians, 
Mr.  K.  said,  it  would  be  different;  but,  while  we 
remain  at  peace  with  them,  we  have  no  right  to 
adopt  such  a  measure. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  said  he  must  confess 
he  was  somewhat  ignorant  of  this  subject.  Mem- 
bers could  not  be  supposed  to  be  able  to  inquire 
into,  and  inform  themselves  upon  every  subject, 
before  it  came  up  for  discussion.  He  believed 
his  honorable  friend  from  New  Jersey  did  not  de- 
serve the  censure  bestowed  upon  him  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Missouri.  It  was  not  wonderful  that 
he  was  not  as  well  acquainted  with  the  subject  as 
that  gentleman.  If  it  had  been  a  bill  respecting 
the  cod  or  mackerel  fishery,  Mr.  H.  apprehended 
that  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  himself  would 
not  have  understood  the  business  so  well  as  he 
appeared  to  at  present.  Mr.  H.  was  apprehensive 
that  the  whole  story  was  not  told.  Every  thing 
that  was  said,  in  relation  to  our  affairs  with  the 
Indians,  was  on  one  side.  The  poor  Indian  has 
no  one  here  to  speak  for  him.  There  is  nobody 
to  tell  us  when  the  United  States  are  wrong,  and 
the  Indians  are  right.  The  gentleman  from  New 
Jersey  has  produced  some  official  facts  on   the 
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subject,  which  remain  yet  unanswered.  Mr.  H.  j 
believed  the  transactions  of  General  Ashley  were  | 
not  altogether  right  on  his  part.  He  said  he  was 
in  favor  of  the  indefinite  postponement  of  this  bill ; 
but,  as  gentlemen  seemed  to  prefer  that  it  should 
lie  on  the  table,  he  would  not  propose  its  post- 
ponement. He  understood  the  object  of  the  bill 
to  be,  to  protect  our  trade  with  the  Northwestern 
Indians,  by  a  military  force.  This  subject  had 
once  been  fully  discussed  and  settled,  if  not  in  this 
House  of  Congress,  it  had  in  the  other,  when  the 
Yellow  Stone  Expedition  was  under  considera- 
tion. It  was  then  settled.  The  principle  agreed 
upon  was,  that  protection  should  be  furnished  to 
our  actual  settlements,  by  posting  troops  in  ad- 
vance of  them;  but  that  the  traders  who  were  in 
advance  of  those  posts  should  be  left  to  protect 
themselves.  He  would  say  one  word  on  the  sub- 
ject of  advancing  a  military  force  into  the  Indian 
country  without  their  consent.  While  we  recog- 
nise them  as  sovereign  powers,  and  treat  with 
them,  we  have  no  right  to  do  it.  We  certainly 
ought  not  to  carry  a  military  force  among  them, 
while  we  admit  their  competency  to  make  trea- 
ties. As  long  as  we  allow  them  that  right,  we 
ought  to  respect  them.  If  we  have  a  right  to  take 
one  acre  of  their  land,  for  the  establishment  of  a 
military  post,  we  have  a  right  to  take  ten,  twenty, 
or  thirty  acres ;  and  we  may  thus  take  their  whole 
territory.  Have  we  a  right  to  exercise  this  power 
so  long  as  we  acknowledge  their  right  to  treat 
with  us?  Mr.  H.  adverted  to  the  treaty  made  at 
the  Council  Bluffs,  which  had  been  spoken  of. 
He  said  that  treaty  neither  asserted  nor  denied 
our  right  to  establish  military  posts  in  the  Indian 
territory.  The  treaty  was  rejected,  because  it  was 
not  made  by  the  lawful  authority.  It  had  no 
bearing  on  this  question.  He  would  either  make 
no  treaties  with  the  Indians,  or  he  would  use  them 
as  we  do  other  nations,  with  whom  we  treat. 
How  would  any  European  nation  like  it,  if  we 
were  to  march  a  military  force  into  their  country? 
If  we  admit  their  right  to  treat,  we  have  no  right 
to  advance  a  military  force  into  their  country,  in 
time  of  peace.  It  had  been  our  policy  to  restrict 
our  forces  to  a  certain  distance  beyond  the  actual 
settlements.  Mr.  H.  had  no  faith  in  the  economy 
with  which  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  had 
supposed  thib  transaction  would  be  completed.  If 
we  establish  this  post,  we  shall  have  an  Estimate 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  the  next  year,  for  ad- 
ditional appropriations  for  its  support.  He  (Mr. 
H.)  was  not  inclined  to  trust  entirely  to  the  state- 
ment of  the  expense,  which  had  already  been  fur- 
nished. Intermediate  posts  would  be  required,  for 
the  support  of  this.  It  would  require  at  least  two 
regiments  of  troops.  This  would  take  too  large 
a  proportion  from  our  small  Army.  When  these 
objections  were  taken  into  consideration,  he  trusted 
the  bill  would  be  rejected. 

Mr.  Barton  then  offered  a  new  section,  by  way 
of  amendment,  as  a  substitute  for  the  third  section 
of  the  bill.  The  amendment  was  ordered  to  be 
printed;  the  bill  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

And  on  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned  until  to- 
morrow. 


Thursday,  April  1. 

Mr.  LowRiE  presented  the  petition  of  A.  V. 
Mattson,  representing  that  he  has  been  for  nearly 
eight  months,  and  now  is^  confined  in  the  jail  of 
Alleghany  county,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
for  debt,  which  he  is  unable  to  pay  ;  that,  by  the 
absence  from  the  State  of  the  district  judge,  he 
is  precluded  from  the  benefit  of  the  insolvent  law; 
and  that  the  act  passed  at  the  present  session  of 
Congress  for  his  relief  is  defective ;  which  he 
prays  may  be  remedied.  The  petition  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  L.  also  submitted  documents  in  relation  to 
the  surveys  and  sales  of  the  public  lands;  and 
they  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  amend  an  act  enti- 
tled '  An  act  for  the  establishment  of  a  turnpike 
company  in  the  county  of  Alexandria,  in  the 
District  of  Columbia;"  and  concurred  therein. 

The  engrossed  bill  altering  the  times  of  holding 
the  courts  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  confirming  certain  acts  of  James  Mil- 
ler, as  Governor  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  and 
for  other  purposes,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Shields  was 
read  the  second  time. 

INDIAN  RESERVATIONS  IN  GEORGIA. 

The  following  Message  was  yesterday  received 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States  : 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  Congress  certain  papers  enumerated 
in  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  relating  to  the 
compact  between  the  United  States  and  the  State  of 
Georgia,  entered  into  in  1802,  whereby  the  latter 
ceded  to  the  former  a  portion  of  the  territory  then 
within  its  limits,  on  the  conditions  therein  specified. 
By  the  4th  article  of  that  compact,  it  was  stipulated 

:  that  the  United  States  should,  at  their  own  expense, 
extinguish,  for  the  use  of  Georgia,  the  Indian  title  to 
all  the  lands  within  the  State,  as  soon  as  it  might  be 
done  peaceably  and  on  reasonable  conditions.  These 
papers  show  the  measures  adopted  by  the  Executive 
of  the  United  States,  in  fulfilment  of  the  several  con- 
dilions  of  the  compact,  from  its  date  to  the  present 
time,  and  particularly  the  negotiations  and  treaties 
with  the  Indian  tribes  for  the  extinguishment  of  their 
title,  with  an  estimate  of  the  number  of  acres  pur- 
chased, and  sums  paid  for  the  lands  they  acquired. 
They  show,  also,  the  slate  in  which  this  interesting 
concern  now  rests  with  the  Cherokees,  one  of  the 
tribes  within  the  State,  and  the  inability  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive to  make  any  further  movement  with  this  tribe, 
without  the  special  sanction  of  Congress. 

I  have  full  confidence  that  my  predecessors  exerted 
their  best  endeavors  to  execute  this  compact  in  all  its 
parts,  of  which,  indeed,  the  sums  paid,  and  the  lands 
acquired  during  their  respective  term»,in  fulfilment  of 
its  several  stipulations,  are  a  full  proof.     I  have  also 

:  been  animated,  since  I  came  into  this  office,  with  the 
same  zeal,  from  an  anxious  desire  to  meet  the  wishes 

I  of  the   State,  and  in  the  hope  that,  by  the  establish- 

'  ment  of  these  tribes  beyond  the  .Mississippi,  their  im- 
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provement  in  civilization,  their  security,  and  happi- 
ness, would  be  promoted.  By  the  paper  bearing  date 
on  the  30th  of  January  last,  which  was  communicated 
to  the  Chiefs  of  the  Cherokee  nation  in  this  city,  who 
came  to  protest  against  any  further  appropriations  of 
money  for  holding  treaties  with  them,  the  obligation 
imposed  on  the  United  States,  by  the  compact  with 
Georgia,  to  extinguish  the  Indian  title  to  the  right  of 
soil  within  the  State,  and  the  incompatibility  with  our 
system,  of  their  existence  as  a  distinct  community 
within  any  State,  were  pressed  with  the  utmost  earn- 
estness. It  was  proposed  to  them,  at  the  same  time, 
to  procure  and  convey  to  them  territory  beyond  the 
Mississippi,  in  exchange  for  that  which  they  hold 
within  the  limits  of  Georgia,  or  to  pay  them  for  it  its 
value  in  money.  To  this  proposal,  their  answer, 
which  bears  date  11th  of  February  following,  gives  an 
unqualified  refusal.  By  this  it  is  manifest  that,  at 
the  present  time,  and  in  their  present  temper,  they 
can  be  removed  only  by  force,  to  which,  should  it  be 
deemed  proper,  the  power  of  the  Executive  is  incom- 
petent. 

I  have  no  hesitation,  however,  to  declare  it  as  my 
opinion,  that  the  Indian  title  was  not  affectid  in  the 
slightest  circumstance  by  the  compact  with  Georgia, 
and  that  there  is  no  obligation  on  the  United  Stales 
to  remove  the  Indians  by  force.  The  express  stipu- 
lation of  the  compact,  that  their  title  should  be  ex- 
tinguished at  the  expense  of  the  United  States,  when 
it  may  be  done  peaceably  and  on  reasonable  condi- 
tions, is  a  full  proof  that  it  was  the  clear  and  distinct 
understanding  of  both  parties  to  it,  that  the  Indians 
had  a  right  to  the  territory,  in  the  disposal  of  which 
they  were  to  be  regarded  as  Iree  agents.  An  attempt 
to  remove  them  by  force  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  un- 
just. In  the  future  measures  to  be  adopted  in  regard 
to  the  Indians  within  our  limits,  and  in  consequence, 
within  the  limits  of  any  State,  the  United  States  have 
duties  to  perform,  and  a  character  to  sustain,  to  which 
they  ought  not  to  be  indifferent.  At  an  early  period, 
their  improvement  in  the  arts  of  civilized  life  was 
made  an  object  with  the  Government,  and  that  has 
since  been  persevered  in.  This  policy  was  dictated 
by  motives  of  humanity  to  the  aborigines  of  the  coun- 
try, and  under  a  firm  conviction  that  the  right  to 
adopt  and  pursue  it  was  equally  applicable  to  all  the 
tribes  within  our  limits. 

My  impression  is  equally  strong  that  it  would  pro- 
mote essentially  the  security  and  happiness  of  the 
tribes  within  our  limits,  if  they  could  be  prevailed  on 
to  retire  west  and  north  of  our  States  and  Territories, 
on  lands  to  be  procured  for  them  by  the  United  States, 
in  exchange  tor  those  on  which  they  now  reside. 
Surrounded  as  they  are,  and  pressed  as  they  will  be, 
on  every  side,  by  the  white  population,  it  will  be  dif- 
ficult, it  not  impossible,  for  them,  with  their  kind  of 
Government,  to  sustain  order  among  them.  Their  in- 
terior will  be  exposed  to  frequent  disturbances,  to 
remedy  which,  the  interposition  of  the  United  States 
will  be  indispensable,  and  thus  their  Government  will 
gradually  lose  its  authority,  until  it  is  annihilated.  In 
this  process,  the  moral  character  of  the  tribes  will  also 
b«  lost,  since  the  change  will  be  too  rapid  to  admit 
their  improvement  in  civilization,  to  enable  them  to 
institute  and  sustain  a  Government  founded  on  our 
principles,  if  buch  a  change  were  compatible  either 
with  the  compact  with  Georgia,  or  with  our  general 
■ystem,  or  to  beaime  members  of  a  State,  should  any 
Bute  be  willing  to  adopt  them  in  such  numbers,  re- 


1  garding  the  good  order,  peace,  and  tranquillity,  of 
I  such  State.  But  all  these  evils  may  be  avoided,  if 
I  theae  tribes  will  consent  to  remove  beyond  the  limits 
;  of  our  present  States  and  Territories.  Lands  equally 
good,  and  perhaps  more  fertile,  may  be  procured  for 
them  in  those  quarters  ;  the  relations  between  the 
United  States  and  such  Indians  would  still  be  the 
same.  Considerations  of  humanity  and  benevolence, 
which  have  now  great  weight,  would  operate,  in  that 
event,  with  an  augmented  force  ;  since  we  should  feel 
sensibly  the  obligation  imposed  on  us  by  the  accom- 
modation which  they  thereby  aflorded  us.  Placed  at 
ease,  as  the  United  States  would  then  be,  the  improve- 
ment of  those  tribes  in  civilization,  and  in  all  the 
arts  and  usages  of  civilized  life,  would  become  the  part 
of  a  general  system,  which  might  be  adopted  on  great 
consideration,  and  in  which  every  portion  of  our  Union 
would  then  take  an  equal  interest.  These  views  have 
steadily  been  pursued  by  the  Executive,  and  the  mo- 
neys which  have  been  placed  at  its  disposal,  have  been 
so  applied,  in  the  manner  brat  calculated,  according  to 
its  judgment,  to  producetnis  desirable  result,  as  will 
appear  by  the  documenu  which  accompany  the  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

I  submit  this  subject  to  the  consideration  of  Con- 
gress, under  a  high  sense  of  its  importance,  and  of 
the  propriety  of  an  early  decision  on  it.  This  com- 
pact gives  a  claim  to  the  Stale,  which  ought  to  be  ex- 
ecuted, in  all  its  conditions,  with  perfect  good  faith. 
In  doing  this,  however,  it  is  the  duty  of  ihe  United 
States  to  regard  its  strict  import,  and  to  make  no  sac- 
rifice of  their  interest,  not  called  for  by  tho  compact, 
nor  contemplated  by  either  of  the  parties,  when  it  was 
entered  into,  nor  to  commit  any  breach  of  right  or  of 
humanity  in  regard  to  the  Indians,  repugnant  to  the 
judgment,  and  revolting  to  the  feelings,  of  the  whole 
American  people.  I  submit  the  subject  to  your  con- 
sideration, in  full  confidence  that  you  will  duly  weigh 
the  obligations  of  the  compact  with  Georgia,  its  import 
in  nil  Its  parts,  and  the  extent  to  which  the  United 
States  are  bound  to  go,  under  it.  I  submit  it  with 
equal  confidence,  that  you  will  also  weigh  the  nature 
ot  the  Indian  title  to  the  territory  within  the  limits  of 
any  State,  with  the  stipulations  in  the  several  treaties 
with  this  tribe,  respecting  territory  held  by  it  within 
the  State  of  Georgia,  and  decide  whether  any  meas- 
ure, on  the  part  of  Congress,  is  called  for  at  the  present 
time,  and  what  such  measure  shall  be,  if  any  is  deemed 
expedient. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
Washixgtox,  Marth  30,  1824. 

DxPART.MEHT  or  Wab,  Morck  29,  1824. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order,  directing  me  to 
furnish  a  statement  of  the  facts  and  circumstances 
connected  with  the  execution  of  the  fourth  article  of 
the  convention  between  the  United  States  and  Geor- 
gia, of  the  second  of  April,  1802,  in  which  the  former 
stipulates  "  to  extinguish,  at  their  own  expense,  for 
the  use  of  Georgia,  as  early  as  the  same  can  be  peace- 
biy  obtained,  upon  reasonable  terras,  the  Indian  title 
to  the  lands  lying  within  the  limits  of  that  State,"  I 
have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report : 

By  the  convention  above  referred  to,  (Georgia  ceded 
to  the  United  States  all  the  lands  lying  south  of  the 
State  of  Tennessee,  and  west  of  the  Chatahoochee 
river,  and  a  line  drawn  from  the  mouth  of  the  Uchee 
creek  direct  to  the  Nicojak,  on  the  Tennessee  river.  In 
consideration  of  this  cession,  the  United  Slates  stipu- 
lated  to  pay  the  State    of  Georgia   .$1,250,000,   and 
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obligated  themselves,  in  the  manner  above  stated,  to 
extinguish  the  Indian  title  within  the  limits  of  the 
State.  The  convention  also  provides  for  the  adjust- 
ment of  the  Yazoo  claims,  which  were  afterwards  pro- 
vided for  by  the  act  of  Congress,  approved  March  31, 
1814. 

At  the  date  of  the  convention,  the  Indians  owned, 
within  the  limits  of  Georgia,  25,980,000  acres,  of 
which  19,678,890  acres  belonged  to  the  Creeks,  and 
7,152,110  acres  to  the  Cherokees,  which  tribes  owned, 
besides,  a  considersble  extent  of  country  in  the  States 
of  Alabama,  Tennessee,  and  North  Carolina.  Be- 
tween both  of  those  tribes  and  the  United  States  there 
were  subsisting  treaties,  at  the  time  of  the  date  of  the 
convention,  which,  among  other  things,  fixed  the  limits 
of  their  respective  territories,  and  guarantied  to  Ihem 
the  lands  within  those  limits.  (See  1st  vol.  United 
States  Laws — treaty  with  the  Creek  Indians,  p.  361, 
•rt.  5.  Treaty  with  the  Creeks,  ratified  7th  August, 
1790.  Same,  page  327,  treaty  of  Holston,  1791,  art. 
7.  Same,  page  332,  treaty  of  1798.  near  Tellico, 
articles  1  and  2.) 

In  fulfilment  of  the  stipulation  of  the  fourth  article 
with  Georgia,  there  has  been  held  seven  treaties  with 
the  Creeks  and  Cherokees  ;  of  which  five  were  with 
the  former  ;  two  of  which  were  previous  to  the  late 
war  with  Great  Britain,  in  1812,  and  three  since.  By 
the  two  preceding  the  declaration  of  war,  there  were 
ceded  to  Georgia  2,713,890  acre«,  and  by  the  three 
Utter,  11,735,590  acres,  making  together  14,748,690 
acres.  With  the  Cherokees,  there  have  been  held  two 
treaties,  both  since  the  late  war,  by  which  Georgia 
has  acquired  995,310  acres,  which,  added  to  that  ac- 
quired by  treaties  with  the  Creek  nation,  make  15,- 
744,000  acres,  that  have  been  ceded  to  Georgia  since 
the  date  of  the  convention,  in  fulfilment  of  its  stipula- 
tions. ^ 

In  acquiring  these  cessionn  for  the  State  of  Georgia, 
the  United  States  have  expended  $958,954  90  ;  to 
which  should  be  added,  the  value  of  995,310  acres, 
which  were  given  in  exchange  with  the  Cherokees,  on 
the  Arkansas  river,  for  a  quantity  ceded  by  the  Chero- 
kees to  Georgia,  by  the  treaties  of  1817  and  1819, 
which  lands,  estimated  at  the  minimum  price  of  the 
public  lands,  would  make  $1,244,147  50.  If  to  these 
we  add  the  sum  of  $1,250,000,  paid  to  Georgia  under 
the  convention,  and  $4,282,151  12^,  paid  to  the 
Yazoo  claimants,  it  will  be  found  that  the  United 
States  have  already  paid,  under  the  convention  $7,- 
735,243  52^,  which  does  not  include  any  portion  of 
the  expense  of  tke  Creek  war,  by  which  upwards  of 
seven  millions  of  acres  were  acquired  to  the  State  of 
Georgia. 

The  United  States  have  ever  been  solicitous  to  ful- 
fil, at  the  earliest  period,  the  obligation  of  the  conven- 
tion, by  the  extinguishment  of  the  Indian  titles  within 
the  limiu  of  Georgia ;  a  most  satisfactory  proof  of 
which  may  be  found  in  the  number  of  treaties  which 
have  been  held  for  that  purpose,  the  quantity  of  lands 
which  have  been  acquired,  and  the  price  paid.  In 
fact,  such  has  been  the  solicitude  of  the  Government, 
that  but  little  regard  has  been  had  to  the  price,  when- 
ever it  has  been  found  possible  to  obtain  a  cession  of 
lands  to  the  State.  The  price  given  has  far  exceeded 
thai  which  has  ever  been  given  in  other  purchases 
from  the  Indians. 

I  feel  satisfied  that   it  may  be   asserted,  with  confi- 
dence, that  no  opportunity  of  extinguishing   the  In- 


dian titles,  "on  reasonable  terms,"  has  been  neglected 
to  be  embraced  by  the  United  States. 

It  may  be  proper  to  notice,  more  particularly,  the 
treaty  of  Fort  Jackson,  of  1814,  with  the  Creek  In- 
dians  ;  and  those  of  1817  and  1819,  with  the  Chero- 
kees, as,  under  those  treaties,  lands  were  ceded,  not 
only  within  the  limits  of  Georgia,  but  also  in  the 
neighboring  States  of  Alabama,  Tennessee,  and 
North  Carolina,  which  may  require  some  explana- 
tion. 

It  may  be  proper  to  premise,  that,  previous  to  the 
late,  war,  the  four  most  powerful  and  numerous  tribes 
of  Indians,  the  Creeks,  Cherokees,  Chickasaws,  and 
Choctaws,  lay  contiguous  to  one  another,  and  were 
situated  on  the  weakest  portion  of  our  frontier.  They 
contained,  at  the  period  referred  to,  a  population  of 
between  sixty  and  seventy  thousand,  and  could  raise 
at  least  15,^0  warriors.  During  the  late  war  with 
Great  Britain,  great  anxiety  was  felt  in  relation  to 
those  numerous  'and  powerful  tribes,  and,  although 
all,  except  the  Creeks,  remained  at  peace,  it  is  be- 
lieved there  was  a  strong  tendency  towards  hostility 
among  some  of  the  other  tribes.  The  Creeks  com- 
menced hostility  at  a  critical  period  of  the  war.  and 
created  a  powerful  diversion  of  our  resources,  both  of 
men  and  money  ;  but,  by  a  vigorous  prosecution  of 
the  war,  they  were  reduced,  after  many  and  severe 
losses.  The  treaty  of  Fort  Jackson  followed.  They 
were  a  conquered  people,  and  treated  as  such  ;  and 
such  terms  were  imposed  as  considerations  of  public 
policy  dictated. 

The  advantage  that  would  result  by  separating 
those  powerful  Southern  tribes  from  one  another,  and 
from  the  Territory  of  Florida,  at  that  time  a  foreign 
province,  were  among  the  most  obvious  dictates  of 
policy,  as  it  would  effectually  guard  against  the  pos- 
sible future  combination  of  those  tribes,  and  prevent 
the  liability  to  hostility,  which  almost  invariably  re- 
sults from  the  intercourse  of  Indian  tribes  with  a  for- 
eign territory.  The  Creek  Indians  were  required  to 
make  the  cession  of  lands  to  the  United  States,  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  effect  those  important  objects; 
and,  accordingly,  the  United  States  acquired  a  large 
cession  in  what  is  now  the  State  of  Alabama,  which 
separated  the  Creeks  and  Cherokees  from  the  Chicka- 
saws and  Choctaws  ;  and  a  cession,  in  the  southern 
part  of  Georgia,  which  separated  the  Creeks  from  the 
province  of  Florida. 

It  was  not  conceived  that  there  was  any  thing  in 
the  stipulation  of  the  convention  with  Georgia,  which 
prevented  the  United  States  from  pursuing  those  views 
of  national  policy.  The  obligation  of  the  United 
States  extends  only  to  the  purchase  of  lands  within 
the  limits  of  Georgia,  so  soon  as  it  could  be  done  upon 
"  peaceable  and  reasonable  terms."  The  lands  were 
acquired  by  conquest,  and  not  by  purchase,  which 
left  the  nation  at  liberty  to  pursue  those  views  of  pol- 
icy which  have  been  stated,  and  which,  it  is  believed, 
has  tended  strongly  to  give  security  and  strength  to 
the  most  vulnerable  portion  of  the  country. 

In  noticing  the   treaties   of  1817  and  1819,  it  may 
be  proper   to   premise  that,  as  far  back  as  the  year 
1804,  a  delegation  from  the  Cherokee  nation,  then  at 
the  Seat  of  Government,  were   informed  by  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson,   if  the    Cherokees,    or  any   portion   of  them, 
thought  proper   to  emigrate    to   the   Arkansas,  thej 
;  should  receive  as  much  land  as  they  were  entitled  to 
j  in  pro(>ortion   to   their    numbers,   on   the  east  of  the 
I  Mississippi.     Under  the  sanction  of  this  promise,  and 
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tempted  by  the  abundance  of  game,  emigration  con- 
tinued from  the  Cherokee  nation,  in  ^mall  parties,  to 
the  Arkansas,  until    1817.     The  number  being  then 
considerable,  a  commission  was  constituted   to   treat 
with  the  Cherokee  nation,  on  the  basis  of  the  arrange- 
ment made  by  Mr.  Jeiferson,  which  was  followed  by 
the  treaty  of  the  8th  July,  1817,  which,  among  other 
things,  stipulated  that  a  census  of  the  Cherokee  na- 
tion should   be  taken  in   June  following,  and  that  a 
portion  of  the  country  should  be  ceded  to  the  United 
8tateH,  equal  to  that  which  those  who  emigrated  to 
the  Arkansas  were  entitled   to ;  that  is   to  say,  if  it 
was  found  ihst  one-third  h»d  emigrated,  one-third  of 
the  territory  should  be   ceded,  and  so   in   any  other 
proportion,  according  to  the  number  that  should  emi- 
grate.    To  carry  the  treaty  into  effect,  Congress  ap- 
propriated,  by  the  act  of  the  20th  April,   1818,  the 
sum  of  $80,000,  in  order  to  defray  the  expenses  that 
might  be  attendant  on  the  emigration  of  the  Chero- 
kees  to  the   Arkansas;  and  Joseph   McMinn,   Esq., 
then  Governor  of  Tennessee,  was  appointed  agent  to 
carry  the  treaty  into  effect.     It  was  found,  however, 
impossible   to    take    the    census   as  proposed  by   the 
treaty,  in  June,  and  various  causes  delayed  its  final 
execution  until  the  beginning  of  the  year  1819.     In 
the   meantime,  the   emigration  of  the  Cherokees  was 
incessantly  urged   by  all  the   means  in  possession  of 
the  Government. 

It  was  the  desire  of  the  Government  that  the  whole 
nation  should  emigrate,  under  the  belief  that  it  would 
be  better  for  the  Indians,  as  well  as  ourselves ;  and  no 
effort  on  the  part  of  the  Government  was  left  untried 
to  induce  them  to  emigrate.  A  large  portion  of  the 
nation,  however,  were  so  decidedly  opposed  tp  it,  that 
it  was  found  impossible  to  carry  this  policy  of  the 
Government  into  effect. 

The  appropriation  being  finally  exhausted,  a  dele-  i 
gation  of  the  Cherokee  nation  was  permitted  to  visit  j 
the  Seat  of  Government  in  1819,  in  order  to  close  the  i 
.  treaty  of  1817.     It  was  ascertained    that  about  one-  I 
.  third  part  of  the  nation  had  emigrated,  or  enrolled  to 
emigrate,  to  the  -Arkansas;  and  the  delegation  pro-  ! 
posed  to  treat  upon  that  basis,  which  was  acceded  to.  j 
It  only  remained  to  fix  on  the  portion  of  territory  to 
be  ceded.     With  the  view  of  throwing  the  land  to  be 
ceded  within   the   limits  of  Georgia,  and  to  separate  j 
the    Creek  and    Cherokee    nations,  the   Government 
proposed,  that  all   the   lands  lying  south  and  east  of 
Etowah,  one  of  the  main  branches  of  the  Coosa  river,  I 
should  be  ceded  by  the  Cherokees;  but  it  was  found'  i 
impossible  to  induce  the  delegation   to  yield  to  that  ! 
proposition,  or  to  any  other,  more   favorable  to  Geor- 
gia,  than  that  which  was  adopted.     They  were  fixed  | 
in  their  determination,  particularly,  not  to   be  separa-  I 
ted  from  the   Creek  nation,  by  an  intervening  white  \ 
populauon,  and  to  cover  their  northern  boundary  by 
the  Tennessee  river,  which  necessarily  threw  the  ces-  | 
sion,  made  by  the   treaty,  into  Alabama,  Tennessee, 
and   North  Carolina,  as  well  as  Georgia.     Since  the 
treaty  of  1819,  two  attempts  have   been  made,  under  ' 
appropriations  of  Congress,    to    open    a    negotiation 
with  the  Cherokee  nation,  for  further  cession,  both  of 
which  have  proved  abortive. 

During  the  present  Winter,  a  delegation  of  the 
principal  chiefe  of  the  Cherokee  naUon  visited  the 
Seat  of  Government,  and  the  opportunity  was  seized 
to  make  known  to  them  the  sentiments  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, upon  the  subject  of  additional  cessions,  in 
oriler  to  fulfil  the  stipulation  of  the  convention  with 
Georgia. 
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It  cannot  be  doubted,  that  much  of  the  difficulty  of 
acquiring  additional  cessions  from  the  Cherokee  nation, 
and    the    other    Southern    tribes,    results  from  their 
growing  civilization   and   knowledge  by   which  they 
have  learned  to  place  a  higher  value  upon  their  lands 
than  more  rude  and  savage  tribes.      .Many  causes  have 
contributed  to  place  them  higher  in  the  scale  of  civili- 
zation   than  other  Indians  within  our  limita.     Lying 
in   large   masses,   they  do    not    feel  that    depression, 
which  is  invariably  felt  by  small  and   deUched  tribe* 
in  the  neighborhood   of  the  whites.     In  addition  to 
which,  we  may  add  the  genial  nature  of  their  cHmate, 
which  enables   them   to   pass  more  readily  from  the 
;  hunter  to  the  herdsman  state  ;  and  the  fertility  of  their 
I  soil,  and  the  value  of  their  staple  articles,  particularly 
I  cotton.     To  these,  however,  must  be  added  the  humane 
I  and  benevolent  policy  of  the  Government,  which  has 
I  ever   directed  a  fostering   care  to  the  Indians  within 
;  our  limits.     This  policy  is  as  old  as  the  Government 
I  itself;  and  has  been  habitually  and  strongly  extended 
to  the  Cherokee  nation. 

By  the  fourteenth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Holston, 
;  in  the  year  1791,  it  is  stipulated,  "  that  the  Cherokee 
nation   may  be  led  to  a  greater  degree  of  civilization, 
and  to  become   herdsmen  and  cultivators,  instead  of 
t  remaining  in  a  state  of  hunters,  the  United  States  will, 
j  from  time  to  time,  furnish,  gratuitously,  the  said  nation 
!  with  useful  implements  of  husbandry  ;  and,  further  to 
assist  the  said  nation  in  so  desirable  a  pursuit,  and,  at 
'  the  same  time,  to  establish  a  certain  mode  of  commu- 
nication, the  United  States  will  send  such  and  so  many 
persons   to  reside  in  said  nation,  as  they  may  judge 
I  proper,  not  exceeding  four  in  number,  who  shall  qual- 
I  ify  themselves  to   act  as  interpreters.     These  persons 
j  shall   have  lands   assigned   by  the  Cherokees,  for  cul- 
I  tivalion,  for  themselves,  and  their  successors  in  office  ; 
but  they  shall  be   precluded  exercising  any   kind  of 
I  traffic." 

I  In  conformity  to  the  provisions  of  this  article,  the 
I  various  utensils  of  husbandry  have  been  abundantly 
i  and  constantly  distributed  to  the  Cherokee  nation, 
I  which  has  resulted  in  creating  a  taste  for  farming, 
and  the  comforts  of  civilized  life.  This  humane  pol- 
icy of  the  Government,  since  the  termination  of  the 
late  war,  has  taken,  in  some  degree,  a  new  direction. 
Certain  benevolent  societies,  in  the  year  1816,  applied 
for  permission  to  make  cstablishmenU  among  the 
Cherokees,  and  other  Southern  tribea,  for  the  purpose 
of  educating  and  instructing  them  in  the  arU  of  civil- 
ized life.  Their  application  was  favorably  received. 
The  experiment  proved  so  favorable  that  Congress,  by 
the  act  of  3d  March,  1819,  appropriated  $10,000,  an- 
nually, as  a  civilization  fund,  which  has  been  applied 
in  such  a  manner  as  very  considerably  to  increase  the 
extent  and  usefulness  of  the  efforts  of  benevolent  in- 
dividuals, and  to  advance  the  work  of  Indian  civili- 
zation. 

In  performing  the  high  duties  of  humanity  to  the 
wretched  aborigines  of  our  country,  it  has  never  been 
conceived,  that  the  stipulation  of  the  convention  with 
Georgia,  to  extinguish  the  Indian  title  within  her 
limits,  was  contravened.  The  Government  has  been 
actuated  solely  by  a  desire  to  perform  the  obligation, 
which  considerations  of  humanity  imposed  on  us,  in 
relation  to  these  unfortunate  people.  Their  situation, 
at  best,  is  wretched,  and  can  only  be  rendered  tole- 
rable, by  the  perpetual  exercise  of  that  humanity, 
kindness,  and  justice,  which  has  ever  characterized  the 
acts  of  the  Government,  towards  them. 
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I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  air,  your 
obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 

To  the  Pbesidk.^t  or  thk  U.  8. 

[Accompanying  this  report,  are  nearly  a  hundred 
pages  of  documentary  matter,  from  which  the  follow- 
ing is  selected  as  presenting  the  view  of  the  subject 
which  is  entertained  by  the  Representatives  of  the 
State  of  Georgia.] 

To  the  President  of  the  United  States  .• 

The  Secretary  of  War  has  addressed  to  the  gentle- 
men composing  the  Georgia  delegation  to  Congress, 
copies  of  the  extraordinary   documents  furnished  by 
persons  who  are  called  the  Cherokee  Delegation.     As 
this   is   believed    to  be  the  first  instance  in   which  a 
diplomaiic  correspondence  has  been  held  with  Indian 
Chiefs,  and  in  which  they  have  been  addressed  by  the 
Department  of  War  in  the  same  terms  with  those  used 
to  the  Representation  of  a  State,  it  becomes  a  subject  | 
of  inquiry  in  what  light  the  Cherokees  are  at  present 
viewed  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States.     If  < 
as  an  independent  nation,  to  be  treated  with  by  ail  the 
forms  of  diplomatic  respect,  the  negotiation  with  them  I 
should  be  transferred  to  the  Department  of  State,  and 
will,  no  doubt,  be  preceded  by  a  proper  examination 
into  their  authority  to   speak  for  the  Cherokee  tribe, 
on  matters  affecting  its  prosperity  and  existence.     If 
to  be  viewed  as  other  Indians  ,■   as  persons  suffered  to 
reside  within  the  territorial  limits  of  the  United  States, 
and  subject  to  every  restraint  which  the   policy  and 
power  of  the   General  Government  require  to  be  im- 
posed upon   them,  for  the  interest  of  the  Union,  the 
interest  of  a  particular  State,  and  their  own  preserva- 
tion, it  is  necessary  that  these  mi!>guided  men  should 
l>e  taught  by  the  General  Government  that  there  is  no 
alternative  between  their  removal  beyond  the  limits  of 
the  State  of  Georgia  and  their  extinction.     The  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  will  deceive  them  grossly 
if  they  are  led  to  believe  that,  at  this  day,  Mn'r  consent 
is  necessary  to  the  fulfilment  of  its  obligations  to  the 
State  of  Georgia.     Their  will  must  yield  to  the  para- 
mount duties  of  the  General  Government  to  itse/f  and 
to  each  member  of  the  Confederacy.     The  Cherokees 
allege   (if,   indeed,  the   representation   made  is  made 
with  their  authority)  that  they  are  resolved  neither  to 
leave  nor  sell  their  lands  on  which  they  reside — lands 
which   belong   to  the   Slate   of  Georgia  ;  over  which 
Georgia  did  claim  sovereignty  until  the  adoption  of 
the   Federal  Constitution,   and    over  which  the  will 
exercise  her  powers  whenever  any  Administration  of 
the  General  (iovernincnt  resolves  to  fix  permanently 
upon  them  any  persons  who  are  not,  and  whom  she 
wUl   never  suffer  to  become,  her  citizens.     The  doc- 
trines of  the  General  Government,  sanctioned  by  the 
highest  tribunals,  vindicate  the  claim  of  Georgia  to  the 
ownership  of  the  soil.     The   Indians  are  simply  oc- 
cupants— tenants  at  will — incapable   of  transferring 
even  their  naked  possession,  except  through  the  in- 
strumentality  of  the    United   States,  to  the  State  of 
Georgia.     Aware  of  the  tenure  by  which  their  tem- 
porary possession  is  held,  their  head  men  have  sought, 
in   many  instances,  to  secure  from  the  United  States 
a  title  to  the  soil  itself.     Stipulations  have  been  entered 
into  by  the  General  Government  equally  contradictory 
to  rights  of  Georgia,  and  the  obligations  of  the  United 
States  ;  stipulations,  however,    which    show  that  the 
General  Government  have  the  acknowledged  right  to 
transfer  the  possession  of  the  Cherokee  lands  to  the 
State  of  Georgia.     The  power  which  takes  from  the 


Cherokee  tribe  a  portion  of  soil  to  confer  it  on  a  Cher- 
okee chief,  under  a  different  tenure,  can  rightfully  take 
from  the  Cherokee  nation  for  the  benefit  of  a  State. 

It  is  with  deep  concern  that  the  necessity  is  felt  of 
pressing  upon  the  General  Government  the  considera- 
tions that  are  due  to  its  character  for  good  faith  in  its 
contracts  with  a  member  of  the  Union.  Since  the 
year  1802,  implicit  reliance  has  been  placed  in  the 
General  Government ;  and  the  just  expectation  has 
been  indulged  that,  in  the  executionof  its  high  duties, 
the  Executive  administration  would  carefully  and 
steadily  pursue  the  object  for  which  the  faith  of  the 
Union  was  pledged — the  peaceable  extinguishment, 
on  reasonable  terms,  of  the  Indian  title  to  all  the 
lands  within  the  territorial  limits  of  Georgia.  In  1817, 
the  public  declaration  of  the  President  to  Congress, 
that  an  arrangement  had  been  made,  by  which,  in  ex- 
change for  lands  beyond  the  Mississippi,  a  great  part, 
if  not  the  whole,  of  the  lands  possessed  by  the  Chero- 
kee tribe  eastward  of  that  river  in  the  States  of  North 
Carolina.  Tennessee,  and  Georgia,  and  in  the  Terri- 
tory of  Alabama,  would  be  soon  acquired,  gave  a  just 
expectation  that  the  national  pledge  given  to  Georgia 
would  be  redeemed.  In  the  eight  years  which  have 
succeeded,  these  anticipations  of  the  President  have 
been  realized  everywhere  but  in  Georgia.  The  suc- 
cessive purchases  made  since  that  period  have  crowded 
the  Cherokees  out  of  Tennessee,  North  Carolina,  and 
Alabama,  almost  altogether  into  Georgia;  and  the 
terms  upon  which  they  have  been  made,  have  created 
all  the  difficulties  now  encountered  in  the  peaceful 
acquisition,  on  reasonable  terms,  of  the  lands  upon 
which  the  Cherokees  are  now  permitted  to  remain ; 
difficulties  which  are  every  hour  increasing,  from  the 
policy  pursued  by  the  General  Government. 

It  is  with  all  due  respect  a  subject  of  serious  inquiry, 
what  produced  the  extraordinary  change  in  the  wishes 
of  the  Cherokee  tribe,  as  expressed  in  the  treaty  of 
18171  How  it  happened  that  the  Cherokees  of  the 
upper  towns,  most  of  whom  were  without  the  limits  of 
Georgia,  and  who  desired  to  be  permanently  fixed  on 
the  lands  upon  which  they  then  lived,  were  induced, 
in  1819,  to  abandon  their  designs,  and  many  of  them 
to  become  inhabitants  of  the  region  beyond  the  .VI is- 
sissippi,  while  the  Cherokees  of  the  lower  towns,  (most 
of  them  within  the  State  of  Georgia)  anxiously  de- 
siring to  remove  in  1817,  were,  in  1819,  tempted  to 
remain,  and  filled  with  the  desire  of  a  permanent^es- 
tablishment  there  1  The  same  exertions  which  pro- 
duced this,  can  effect  another  change;  can  induce  the 
remnant  still  in  the  limiu  of  Georgia,  to  follow  their 
brethren  to  the  West,  to  a  territory  which  the  General 
Government  can  rightfully  bestow  upon  them  as  a 
temporary  or  permanent  property,  without  interfering 
with  the  right  or  encroaching  upon  the  sovereignly  of 
any  Slate.  Argument  is  not  necessary  to  show,  that 
a  Power  which  interposes  obstacles  to  the  accomplish- 
ment of  its  own  promises,  violates  its  faith  ;  and  that, 
to  plead  the  impossibility  to  perform  an  engagement 
when  that  impossibility  is  produced  by  those  who  en- 
gaged to  perform  it,  would  be  equally  dishonorable 
and  hypocritical.  The  President  is  probably  not 
aware  that  the  United  States  will  be  liable  to  such  ac- 
cusations, if  the  present  moment  is  suffered  to  pass 
without  a  full  compliance  on  their  part,  with  the  obU- 
gations  of  the  treaty  of  cession  of  1802.  What  has 
created  the  strong  desire  of  the  Cherokee  Indians  to 
remain  where  they  are?  The  policy  of  the  General 
Government;   the  pretended  guarantees  of  their  pos- 
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jieMion.;  the  attempted  change,  in  the  nature  of  their  I  between  Messrs.  Ruooles,  Kmo.  of  New  York 
titles  to  them:  the  lessons  received  from  their  mMt«r«  !  T  ^,„o.r,    tm .    ir      '       ^      '.        ^^^^   I  orK, 


titles  to  them ;  the  lessons  received  from  their  masters 
in  the  arts  of  civilized  life;  the  acquisition  of  property 
and  the  desire  of  extending  and  securing  it;  a  policy 
just  and  generous  to  the  Indians,  but  solely  at  the  ex- 
pense of  a  member  of  the  Union ;  at  war,  not  less 
with  the  rights  of  that  member  of  the  Union,  than 
with  the  solemn  promises  of  the  General  Government. 
The  United  States  have  the  same  right  to  colonize  a 
tribe  of  Indians  from  the  Columbia  or  Red  river,  in 
Georgia,  as  they  have  to  pursue  a  system  of  policy 
whose  aim  or  end  shall  be  the  permanency  of  the 
Cherokees  within  that  State. 

If  the  Cherokees  are  unwilling  to  remove,  the  causes 
of  that  unwillingness  are  to  be  traced  to  the  United 
SUtes.  If  a  peaceable  purchase  cannot  be  made  in 
the  ordinary  mode,  nothing  remains  to  be  done  but  to 
order  their  removal  to  a  designated  territory  beyond 
the  limits  of  Georgia,  and  giving  an  ample  equivalent 


LowRiE,  Noble,  and  King,  of  Alabama,  and  it 
was  then  adopted.  Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama,  then 
renewed  his  motion  to  strike  .out  the  third  and 
fourth  sections  of  the  bill ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate ;  the 
several  amendments  made  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  were  concurred  in;  and  the  bill  was  post- 
poned, and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to- 
morrow. 

CLAIMS  AGAINST  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  of  Virginia,  the  bill 
-providing  for  the  settlement  of  pecuniary  claims 
against  the  United  States,"  was  taken  up  for  con- 
sideration. 

k^k  11^'^^'''^''' °^  Virginia,  spoke  in  support  of 

<•„,  »k    rr     •.       .TV"""." 6  — -"p<c  C4ui»an:iii  the  bill.     He  adverted  to  the  numerous  evils  of 

for  the  Territory  left  by  them,  and  an  ample  support  deciding  private  pecuniary  claims  airain^t  thp  ITni 

U,  the  territory  granted  to  them.     An  order  of'\hi.  ted  StateJm  Congres^hecoiceivfd   hat  it  could 

kind  will  not  be  disregarded   by  ih^  Cherokee   tribe,  not  be  difficult  to  find  a  remX       Th^fi  1 

whose^.nterest  will  be  essentially  promoted  by  a  com-  individual  who  mn^nn,  k.        '^^     ^*^^'?  V.°° 

pliance  with  it,  (whatever  may  l4  the  effect  of  it  upon  nrnlr  1       r   ,       x  be  convinced  of  the  im- 

a  few  chief  men,  who  seem  to  consider  iherrownT-  ^'T^  of  deeding  trivial  claims  by  Congress.  . 

terest  as  separate  and  distinct  from  that  of  their  breth-  I«LV"^'f  ^''"'n'^J^d   [he  dignity  of    the  Legis- 
ren,)  as  it  must  be  obvious  that  a  tranquil  and  undis-       i    ,  '  ^"'^  ^^f  "'^    ^e   likely  to  avert  from  it  the 
turbed  possession  of  a  permanent  property  can  alone  I  ^i.'^"0°^  ^1   the  people.     It  would  save  the  time 
enable  ihera  to  acquire  the  arts  of  civilized  life,  and  to 
secure  to  them  its  benefits 


Our  duty  is  performed  by  remonstrating  against  the 
poUcy  heretofore  pursued,  by  which  the  interests  of 
Georgia  have  been  disregarded,  to  the  accomplishment 
of  other  objects  of  general  interest;  and  a  compliance 
with  a  solemn  promise  postponed,  for  the  acquisition 
of  territory  for  the  General  Government;  and  by  in- 
sisting, as  we  do,  most  earnestly,  upon  an  immediate 
fulfilment  of  the  obligations  of  the  articles  of  cession, 


affections  of  the  people .„ ^  „„.^ 

of  Congress,  to  be  directed  to  higher  objects,  such 
as  the  important  reports  from  the  different  offices. 
Matters  of  importance  were  so  mingled  up  with 
trivialities,  that  sufficient  attention  was  not  paid 
to  them.  It  had  been  suggested  that  a  board  of 
commissioners  ought  to  be  appointed  for  this  pur- 
pose. This  plan  was  not  liable  to  so  many  objec- 
tions as  their  trial  by  Congress,  but  this  would 
have  Us  attendant  evils.  At  present,  rejected 
claims  cost  more  than  those  which  are  allowed. 


«^„«i ,  J   1  •     lo^^o       V -"^..^aui  Lcsoiuij,    ».ianij3  cusi  luurc  uian  inose  wnich  are  allowed 

Zi*  li'^t    .K  'tf/?'  ""'^  "'""'  '^  Which  justice    Many  are  acknowledged  to  be  bad  ;  but  ye     y^r 
can  be  done  to  the  State  we  reorMPni   »n.l  fk»  ,.k-,-     r^n^J. .u„..  __^  l*.-         ^  '     ":   X*^')   y«»r 


can  be  done  to  the  State  we  represent,  and  the  char 
acler  of  the  General  Government  be  vindicated 

J.  ELLIOTT, 
N.   WARE,  Senatort. 
JOEL  ABBOT, 
GEO.  CARY, 
TH.  W.   COBB, 
W.  CUTHBERT, 
JOHN  FORSYTH, 
WILEY  THOMPSON, 

Representatives. 
WASHiJTfjTow,  March  10,  1824. 

The  Mesj^age  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 
PURCHASERS  OF  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole 
then  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  "  for  the  relief 
of  purchasers  of  public  lands." 

Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  proposed  sundry  amend 


after  year,  they  are  before  Congress.     In  this  re- 
spect a  board  of  commi.ssioners  would  be  better 
than  Congre.s.s.      It   is  said  that  the  people  have 
always  a  right  to  petition  Congress.      He  denied 
the  position.      To  obtain  the  passage  of  general 
laws  they  might  have  that  right;  but  not  to  make 
I  repeated  appeals  on  private  claims.     He  spoke  of 
( the   practice  in   courts  of  justice,  where  claims, 
j  when  once  decided,  could  not  again   be  brought 
■  up.     It  was  not  consonant  with  the  principles  of 
liberty  to  allow  these  ex  parte  trials;  in  which  a 
,  case  was  too  often  gained  by  teasing,  rather  than 
by    its  justice.      The   practice   was,   as   Mr.  T. 
I  thought,  at  variance  with  the  Constitution.     The 
,  United  States  could  not  prefer  a  petition  to  Con- 
gress, to  obtain  pay  of  an  individual.     One  parly, 
,  then,  had  a  recourse  which   the  other  had  not! 
,  This  court  ought  to  be  equally  open  to  all  parties, 
Mr.  T.  then  took  up  the  bill  and  read  it,  section 


"maJkl^t  made^tn  1h'''      ^'T  '''''I'    W^ec.^n:^'.i;^  Z  merro7'eVcI 

the  amendments  were  a^'eS'  to  Ml?''  '"1- '  ?S.a'"^^/»'«  United  States  shall  have  the  right  to 
Alabama,  then  moved  fo  Ike  o.nlhp'''''  ^^  |  ^nng  forward  all  his  claims,  whether  le|al  or 
third,  and  fourth  sec^ons  of  hp  hm  '\V%°"^'  f^'^'^'S'  '"  ^^^  district'or  circuit  court  in  the 
.     .    n  sections  of  the  bill.     Mr.  Rug-    United  Stales.      Mr.  T.  held   that  this  would  be 


^nH  M^'i^"  favor  of  retaining  the  second  section; 
and  Mr.  King  withdrew  his  resolution,  in  orde^ 
to  give  way  to  an  amendment  proposed  by  Mr. 
KUGGLEs;  Upon  which  some  discussion  look  place 


much  better  for  the  claimants— they  would  be 
tried  at  home— and,  although  there  would  be  no 
impartiality  or  incongruity  in  the  judgments,  yet 
equal  justice  would  be  done.     Justice  would  also 
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be  done  to  the  United  States.  The  accounts  must 
be  first  submitted  to  the  accounlrag  officers,  and 
if  the  claimant  afterwards  should  see  fit  to  bring 
an  action,  in  the  nature  of  a  suit  of  chancery,  be 
may  do  it,  and  that  court  is  to  be  furnished  with 
a  statement  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
of  the  reasons  upon  which  the  claim  was  rejected 
by  the  Department. 

The  second  section  provides,  said  Mr.  T.,  a  sub- 
stantial regulation  for  the  attainment  of  justice, 
the  witnesses  in  the  case  are  to  be  regularly  exam- 
ined and  questioned  by  the  Attorney  General,  an 
impartial  person.  This,  Mr.  T.  said,  would  be 
vastly  better  than  the  practice,  now  pursued,  of 
taking  such  kind  of  evidence  as  was  taken  by 
Congress,  which,  if  it  deserved  the  name,  was  only 
ex  parte.  He  did  not  propose  to  plunge  into  a 
system  which  could  not  be  remedied  aflerwardf=. 

The  third  section  provides  for  empannelling  a 
jury,  when  there  should  be  such  circumstances  as, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  court,  should  require  a  jury 
to  try  facts. 

The  fourth  section  gives  the  Attorney  General 
the  power  to  61e  suggestions  or  interrogatories  to 
the  claimants — the  facts  suggested  to  be  taken  as 
truth  if  not  properly  answered.  This,  Mr.  T.said, 
was  similar  to  a  cross  bill  in  chancery — it  was  to 
operate  when  there  was  a  fraudulent  concealment 
of  facts. 

The  fifth  section  gives  the  claimant  a  right  of 
appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  Slates, 
without  bond  to  prosecute  the  suit;  furnishing  the 
creditor  with  every  possible  advantage  wnich 
could  be  expected  lo  be  allowed. 

The  sixth  section  provides  that  the  officers  of 
the  court  shall  be  paid  for  services  performed  for 
claimants,  but  no  costs  lo  be  rendered  against  the 
claimants  in  case  the  suit  is  dismissed,  except  for 
counsel. 

Mr.  T.  hoped  the  observations  he  had  made 
would  be  duly  weighed,  and  that  the  bill  would 
be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  lime. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  said,  he  was  loo  timid 
a  politician  to  wish  lo  go  very  deep,  at  first,  into 
any  new  plans  of  government.  He  wished  lo  pro- 
pose another  amendment,  to  limit  the  time  of  the 
operation  of  the  bill.  He  proposed  a  new  section, 
to  limit  the  continuance  of  the  bill  to  three  years. 
This  was  agreed  to. 

An  amendment  was  adopted,  to  include  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  in  the  provisions  of  the  bill. 

The  blank  in  the  bill,  limiting  the  amount  of 
any  claim  to  come  within  the  provisions  of  this 
bill,  was  filled  with  §3,000. 

The  blank,  fixing  the  amount  of  any  claims 
which  should   be  allowed   an  appeal   to  the  Su- 
/preme  Court,  was  then  moved  lo  be   filled  with 
/|l,000. 

Mr.  LowRiE  thought  that  cases,  involving  great 
principles,  might  come  before  the  courts  below, 
thougn  the  amount  of  the  claim  might  be  small. 
He  thought  there  ought  not  to  be  any  limit  to  the 
right  of  appeal. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  replied  to  Mr.  Lowrie. 
He  was  in  favor  of  limiting  the  amount  upon 
which  an  appropriation  should  be  made. 


It  was  then  determined  lo  fill  the  blank  with 
§500.  ( 

Mr.  Macon  made  a  few  remarks  on  the  bill,  to 
which  Mr.  Taylor  replied. 

Mr.  Chandler  thought  that  the  claimant  ought 
to  pay  the  costs  of  his  suit,  the  expenses  of  juries, 
&c.,  as  well  as  his  counsel.  To  this  objection 
Messrs.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  Taylor,  of  Virginia, 
and  Edwards,  of  Connecticut,  replied. 

The  bill  was  then  passed,  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time. 

The  bill,  "  supplementary  to  the  several  acts  for 
ascertaining  and  adiusting  the  titles  and  claims  to 
land  in  the  St.  Helena  and  Jackson  Courthouse 
districts,  in  the  Stale  of  Louisiana,"  was  again 
taken  up  for  consideration.  The  question  was 
upon  a  new  bill,  proposed  as  an  amendment  by 
Mr.  Lowrie,  when  the  bill  was  before  under  con- 
sideration. Mr.  L.  stated  the  grounds  of  the  bill. 
Messrs.  Chandler,  J.  S.  Johnston,  of  Louisiana, 
and  H.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  made  some  re- 
marks upon  the  subject.  The  amendment  was 
agreed  to,  and  the  bill,  as  amended  was  passed,  to 
be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  lime. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


Friday.  April  2. 
Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Afliairs,  made  an  unfavorable  re- 
port on  the  petition  of  Thomas  Johnson,  formerly 
a  purser  in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  praying 
for  the  appropriation  of  the  proceeds  of  certain 
prizes  taken  by  the  United  States  squadron  in  the 
Mediterranean,  in  the  year  1805.  The  report  was 
read. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Elliott,  the  Message  from 
the  President  of  the  United  Stales,  of  yesterday, 
and  the  accompanying  documents  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon  ;  and  they  were  ordered  to  be  printed 
for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Van  Buren,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  A. 
V.  Malison,  reported  a  bill  supplementary  to  the 
act,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  en- 
titled 'An  act  for  the  relief  of  persons  imprisoned 
for  debt ;"  which  was  twice  read,  by  unanimous 
consent. 

Mr.  Van  Buren,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill  to  change  the  terms  of 
the  circuit  and  district  courts  of  the  United  States, 
in  the  Slate  of  Ohio,  and  one  of  the  terms  of  the 
circuit  court  in  Kentucky,  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  several  acts  pro- 
viding for  ascertaining  and  adjusting  the  titles  and 
claims  to  land  in  the  St.  Helena  and  Jackson 
Courthouse  land  districts,  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  settlement  of  certain 
pecuniary  claims  against  the  United  States  was 
read  the  third  lime. 

The  bill  "  to  provide  for  the  extinguishment  of 
the  debt  due  by  the  purchasers  of  public  lands," 
was   again    taken   up  for   consideration.     Some 
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further  amendments,  in  the  details  of  this  bill, 
were  adopted,  at  the  suggestion  of  Messrs.  Kino, 
of  Alabama,  and  Ruggles.  The  bill  was  then 
passed  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt,  as  amended 
in  Committee  or  the  Whole;  and,  on  motion,  it 
was  postponed  to  Monday  next. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, "to  change  the  terms  of  holding  the  cir- 
'  cuil  and  district  courts  for  the  Slate  of  Ohio,  and 
'  to  change  one  of  the  terms  of  the  circuit  court  for 
'  the  State  of  Kentucky,"  was  then  taken  up,  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole.  Messrs.  Brown  and 
Talbot  explained  the  objects  of  the  bill.  It  was 
then  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  passed  to  be  en- 
grossed and  read  the  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  relative  to 
the  election  of  a  President  and  Vice  President  of 
the  United  States;  and,  on  motion,  it  was  post- 
poned to  Tuesday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  procure  the 
necessary  surveys,  plans,  and  estimate^,  upon  the 
subJBtl  of  roads  and  canals;''  and,  on  motion,  it 
was  postponed  to  Wednesday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  allowing  a  drawback  on  the  ex- 
portation of  cordage  manufactured  in  the  United 
States  from  foreign  hemp;  and,  on  motion,  it  was 
postponed  to  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  further  to  regulate  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States;  and, 
on  motion,  it  was  postponed  to  Monday  next. 

CLAIMS  AGAINST  THE  UNITED  STATES 

On  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  "providing  for 
the  settlement  of  certain  pecuniary  claims  against 
the  United  States,"  Mr.  Noble  moved  its  recom- 
mitment to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  with 
instructions  to  consider  the  expediency  of  extend- 
ing the  provisions  of  the  bill  to  all  claims  not  ex- 
ceeding ^10,000.  Mr.  N.  supported  his  motion 
by  some  few  remarks  in  favor  of  recommitment. 

Mr.  Talbot  also  advocated  the  recommitment, 
on  the  ground  that  that  part  of  the  bill  which 
limits  its  existence  to  three  years,  ought  to  be 
stricken  out.  He  thought  the  operation  of  the 
act  ought  not  to  be  limited,  as  it  would  always 
be  in  the  power  of  Congress  to  repeal  the  law,  if 
found  to  be  inadequate  to  the  purposes  for  which 
it  was  enacted.  He  proceeded  to  support  the  pas- 
sage of  some  act,  to  take  the  cognizance  of  these 
claims  from  Congress,  as  a  body  totally  unfit  for 
such  a  duty ;  but  he  was  opposed  to  the  limitation 
of  the  act  to  a  specified  time. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  spoke  in  favor  of  re- 
taining the  present  limitations  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  remarked  upon  the 
general  course  of  claims  against  the  Government, 
and  .stated  his  views  of  the  manner  of  acting  upon 
those  claims.  He  was  in  favor  of  extending  the 
amount  of  the  claims  to  come  under  this  act°  but 
be  ihoughiC  the  limitation  of  the  act  to  three  years 


ought  to  be  retained,  as  it  was  to  be  considered  in 
the  light  of  ah  experiment. 

Mr.  Van  Boren  was  well  aware  that  the  present 
mode  of  settling  private  claims  against  the  Gov- 
ernment, was  extremely  objectionable  ;  that  Con- 
gress was   not  a    body  calculated  for  a  full  and 
fair  investigation   of  such  claims;  and  another 
great  objection  to  acting  upon  these  claims  here, 
IS,   that   the   decision  upon   them    is   never  final. 
But  yet  he  was  opposed  to  the  principle  contained 
in  the  present  bill,  and  therefore  could  not  vote 
for  it.     He  believed  great  injustice  would  result 
to  the  United   States.     He  would  be  content  to 
establish  a  Board  of  Commissioners,  to  sit  at  the 
City  of  Washington,  for  the  purpose  of  deciding 
upon  these  claim> — or  he  would  be  willing  to  es- 
tablish  a  new  department  for  this  object,  or  to 
vest  the  decision  in  one  of  the  present  depart- 
ments.    Either  of  these  plans,  he  thought,  would 
be   productive   of  good   consequences.     But  the 
presentbill  wouldsubjecttheUnited  States tobeim- 
pleaded  in  thirty  or  forty  different  circuit  and  district 
courts,  in  various  parts  of  the  country,  and  would 
involve  great  expense  and  trouble.    All  the  claims 
against  the  Government,  from  its  establishment 
to  the  present  day,  would  be  called  up.     All  these 
claims  had  arisen  from  circumstances  emanating 
from  transactions  in  this  city.     The  evidence  re- 
specting them  was  all  here.     If  there  were  many 
claims  of  this  kind  to  arise,  the  departments  of  the 
Government  would  find    themselves   continually 
engaged   in   defending  cases  in  the  courts  of  the 
different  States.     Certified  copies  of  papers  must 
be  taken   as   evidence   in  these  cases;  and  those 
copies  must  be  prepared  at  the  departments.    The 
United  States  will  not  stand  as  good  a  chance  to 
get  justice  done  to  it  as  the  individual — the  Gov- 
ernment will   scarcely  ever  get  its  rights.     The 
courts  and  juries  will  always  be  biased  in  favor 
of  the  individual  again?:t  the  Government. 

Mr.  V.  B.  thought  the  bill  would  be  productive 
of  great  inconvenience  and  difficulty.     This  mode 
of  deciding  claims,  he  believed,  was  without  pre- 
cedent in  any  country.     No  Governmeat  had  ever 
consented  to  place  itself  upon  such  a  footing.    Mr. 
V.  B.  alluded  to  the  petition  of  right  in  England, 
in  order  to  show  that  it  was  not  analogous  to  the 
provisions  of  this  bill.     It   would    be   better,   he 
thought,  to  provide  that  the  United  States  should 
always  be  impleaded,  in  these  cases,  in  the  Su- 
preme Court  at  Washington,  because  there  the 
departments  could  have  an  eye  upon  the  interests 
of  the  Government.    But  he  had  strong  objections 
to  .spread  them  over  the  whole  country.     Obsolete 
claims,  which  have  long  since  been  decided  against, 
and  the  decision  acquiesced  in,  would  again  be 
brought  up.    Believing  that  these  bad  effects  would 
result  from  the  bill,  he  could  not  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  Noble  modified  his  motion,  so  as  to  author- 
ize the  committee,  if  they  should  think  proper,  to 
report  a  bill  for  the  establishment  of  some  other 
tribunal  for  the  adjustment  of  these  claims. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  Virginia,  replied  to  the  remarks 
made  by  Mr.  Van  Blben.  He  said  this  bill  merely 
proposed  to  give  to  the  circuit  and  district  courts 
the  power  of  acting  on  claims  within   their  own 


districts.  He  believed  that  the  establishment  of  a 
tribunal  to  try  these  claims  at  Washington,  would 
be  attended  with  many  of  the  inconveniences  that 
are  now  exjierienced  from  their  being  agitated  in 
Congress.  He  thouojht  that,  so  far  from  the  evi- 
dence on  claims  such  as  were  included  in  this  act, 
beiuj^  found  at  Washington,  it  was  mostly  to  be 
obtained  in  the  districts  where  the  claimants  live. 
He  stated  the  difficulties  which  would  attend  the 
decision  upon  these  claims  by  either  of  the  depart- 
ments. Our  extent  of  territory  would  operate  as 
an  objection  against  the  establishment  of  a  tribu- 
nal, like  the  Court  of  Exchequer  in  England. 
Justice  to  individuals,  Mr.  T.  said,  required  that 
their  claims  should  be  adjusted  in  their  own  dis- 
tricts, subject  to  certain  restrictions  and  checks. 
He  believed  thai,  instead  of  the  testimony  required 
in  the  adjustment  of  these  claims,  always  being 
found  at  the  Seat  of  Government,  as  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  supposes,  it  would  rarely 
ever  be  found  there.  We  are  constantly  going  to 
the  districts  where  the  claims  originate,  for  this 
evidence — for  certificates,  private  letters,  and  other 
documents.  We  are  alarmed,  too,  by  the  hideous 
spectres  of  obsolete  claims — we  are  told  that  obso- 
lete claims,  without  number,  will  be  conjured  up. 
Mr.  T.  thought  it  extremely  improbable  that  any 
claims  more  ancient  or  obsolete  than  some  which 
had  been  brought  before  Congress,  could  be  found  ; 
and  if  he  had  been  about  to  put  his  finger  on  any 
one  particular  point,  to  demonstrate  the  necessity 
of  adopting  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  he  should 
have  placed  it  upon  the  admission  of  these  obso- 
lete claims  in  Congress.  He  said,  he  believed 
there  were  acts  of  limitation  to  regulate  the.se 
matters  ;  if  not.  they  could  be  made.  Congress 
has  the  power  to  make  laws  of  limitation:  and 
he  believed  there  would  be  no  difficulty  on  this 
point. 

Mr.  T.  believed  that  the  objection,  as  to  the  in- 
creased labor  of  the  judges,  was  equally  inconsist- 
ent ;  if  the  labor  ol  hearing  the  testimony  was 
too  great,  for  a  large  number  of  judges,  spread 
through  the  country,  how  could  the  Heads  of  the 
Departments  attend  to  it?  This  was  a  kind  of 
duty  for  which  the  judges  were  apfwinted.  Are 
your  Departments  competent  to  ibis  duty,  and 
your  judges  incompetent  ?  He  thought  the  argu- 
ment inconclusive. 

Mr.  T.  was  in  favor  of  extending  the  provisions 
of  the  bill  to  claims  amounting  to  ten  thousand 
dollars,  and  he  was  opposed  to  limiting  ihe  dura- 
tion of  the  law.  But  he  had  been  so  deeply  im- 
pressed with  the  necessity  of  some  such  system  as 
this,  which  would  get  rid  of  what  he  considered 
a  disreputable  jurisdiction  on  the  part  of  Congress ; 
he^  was  so  perfectly  satisfied  of  the  necessity  of 
some  remedy  for  this  evil;  that  he  was  willing  to 
accommodate  the  bill  to  the  ideas  of  other  gentle- 
men on  the  subject.  He  believed  that  time  and 
experience  would  sufficiently  prove  the  utility  of 
the  measure. 

Mr.  CHANnLER  objected  to  carrying  these  claims 
into  the  courts  of  the  United  States.  He  thought 
the  juries  who  were  called  to  try  them,  would 
invariably  be  biased  in  favor  of  the  individual 


claimants,  especially  as  the  claimants  would  be 
their  neighbors.  These  causes  ought  not  to  be 
tried  in  the  different  States,  away  from  the  Seat 
of  Government,  where  alone  the  circumstances 
relating  to  the  cases  would  be  known.  The  dis- 
trict attorneys  would  not  be  likely  to  be  acquaint- 
ed with  the  merits  of  the  cases.  Mr.  C.  thought 
it  would  induce  every  man  who  thought  he  could 
put  a  fair  face  upon  his  claim,  to  bring  it  up  for 
trial  before  a  jury,  who  would  be  prejudiced 
against  the  Grovernment;  the  claimant  would 
have  no  expenses  to  pay ;  it  would  cost  him  no- 
thing, but  the  payment  of  his  own  counsel.  Mr. 
C.  was  willing  that  the  bill  should  be  recommit- 
ted, with  instructions  to  report  some  other  mode 
for  the  settlement  of  these  claims. 

Mr.  H.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  said  he  was 
happy  at  the  prospect  now  presented,  of  obtaining 
some  mode  for  the  adjustment  of  private  claims 
against  the  Government.  Congress  was  certainly 
an  incompetent  body  to  try  these  claims.  There 
was  greats  impropriety  in  constituting  so  large 
a  body  of  men,  at  so  great  an  expense,  to  act 
on  such  subjects.  The  expense,  upon  small 
claims,  was  often  greater  than  the  amount  of  the 
claim.  He  thought  it  better  that  a  board  of  com- 
missioners should  be  created  for  this  purpose — it 
would  be  better  on  account  of  the  expenses  to 
which  the  claimants  would  be  subjected  ;  their 
expenses  would  be  much  increased  in  a  court  of 
justice.  The  Government  was  bound,  in  his  opin- 
ion, to  establish  some  tribunal  which  would  not 
increase  the  expense  to  those  who  held  claims. 
The  proofs,  in  these  cases,  would  be,  for  the  most 
part,  in  the  hands  of  the  Government.  If  other 
testimony  were  necessary,  the  commissioners 
would  have  power  to  issue  commissions  for  taking 
depositions,  &c.  He  objected  to  the  submission 
of  these  claims  to  the  courts  of  justice,  as  proposed 
by  this  bill,  on  account  of  the  additional  ex- 
penses that  would  be  incurred  by  the  claimants. 
He  was,  therefore,  in  favor  of  recommitting  the 
bill. 

Mr.  Van  Bcren  made  some  further  remarks  in 
explanation — to  which  Mr.  Taylor  replied. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke  said  it  was  manifest  that  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  from  the 
manner  in  which  they  were  constituted,  were  not 
calculated  to  act  upon  private  claims — one  great 
reason  why  they  were  not,  was  the  want  of  lime. 
It  was  absolutely  impossible,  with  the  great  politi- 
cal subjects  that  were  constantly  presenting  them- 
selves to  the  consideration  of  Congress,  that  mem- 
bers could  devote  the  requisite  attention  to  the 
minute  circumstances  of  every  private  claim  that 
came  before  them.  If  there  were  sufficient  time 
to  obtain  all  this  information,  still,  the'  mode 
adopted,  and  which  was  necessary  to  obtain  it, 
rendered  the  determination  very  uncertain.  Affi- 
davits were  taken,  without  any  agent  of  the  Grov- 
ernment to  attend  to  the  business;  the  statements 
of  individuals  are  received,  in  regard  to  their  own 
accounts,  the  information  which  members  are  en- 
abled to  obtain,  in  relation  to  the  claims,  is  relied 
upon  for  the  want  of  any  more  authentic  informa- 
tion.    He- felt  grateful  to  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
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ginia,  for  his  attention  to  this  subject;  and   for 
submitting  a  plan  to  remedy  the  evils  ot  the  pres- 
ent system.    Mr.  Van  Dyke  said  he  had  jwiid  con- 
siderable attention  to  this   bill — he  apprehended 
there  would  be  no  great  difficulty  in  carrying  it 
into  effect — nothing  like  thedifficulties  with  which 
the  subject  was  at  present  embarrassed.     If  this 
plan  was   rejected,  he  should  despair  of  any  one  i 
being  agreed  upon  hereafter.     We  had  formerly  ; 
had  a  commissioner  for  the  settlement  of  claims,  j 
at  the  Seat  of  Government.     The  plaii  was  found  \ 
to  be  defective  at  the  outset.     The  decisions  were  i 
made  by  an  individual,  in  some  by-chamber.     The  i 
best  security  for  the  citizen  and  for  the  Govern-  j 
ment,  is  in  a  decision  in  an  open  court  of  justice, 
where  the  judges,  the  jury,  and  the  witnesses,  are  , 
respoubible  before  the  public,  for  what  they  do  and  < 
say.     He  did  not  wish  to  submit  these  claims  to 
the  decision  of  a  commissioner,  sitting  in  private.  : 
If  we  could  not  repose  trust  in  our  judges  and  ! 
jurors,  under  oath,  then  there  was  no  security  for  j 
the  rights  of  property,  and  none  for  the  pcrma-  ; 
nence  of  our  Government.     He  had  no  idea  that  { 
the  decision  on  these  claims,  under  the  provisions 
of  this  bill,  would  be  as  unfavorable  to  the  Gov- 
ernment, as  their  decision  by  Congress.     In  the 
present  mode,  there  is  no  end  to  the  claims.     Their 
final  settlement    is  one  great  object  in  carrying  i 
them  into  a  court  of  justice.     If  these  claims  are  j 
rejected  half  a  dozen  times  by  Congress,  they  come  '< 
up  again,  and  are  continued  year  after  year,  until  ! 
at  last,  by  some  means  or  other,  the  case  is  made  , 
out,  and  Congress  is  induced  to  allow  it.  The  mem-  i 
bers  are  worried  out,  and  are  glad  to  get  rid  of  it. 
Mr.  Van  Dyke  said  he  was,  therefore,  determined  | 
to  vote  against  sending  the  bill  back  to  the  com- 
mittee.    The   whole   evidence  on    each    side,  he 
said,  could  be  taken  in  a  court  of  justice,  and  he  i 
thought  the  plan  well  worth  the  experiment.  j 

Mr.  RuGGLEs   hoped   the  motion  to  recommit 
would  prevail — and  that  the  committee  would  see  , 
the  necessity  of  providing  for  a  board  of  commis- ; 
sioners,  at  the  Seal  of  Government,  to  decide  upon  j 
these  claims.     All  these  claims,  for  the  settlement  I 
of  which  provision  is  to  be  made,  will  have  been  j 
first  rejected  by  the  Treasury  Department.     There  j 
is  scarcely  a  case  of  this  kind,  that  comes  before  : 
Congress,  but  for  items  of  accounts  that  have  been  i 
rejected  at  the  Treasury.     Suppose  a  person  comes  | 
to  ask  that  his  claim  may  be  allowed,  is  he  bound 
to  furnish  evidence  against  himself?     Mr.  R.  be- 
lieved the  most  judicious  mode  would  be  to  estab- 
lisli  a  board  of  commissioners,  consisting  of  three 
wrsons — they  should  be  under  the  direction  of  the 
President  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  ;  and 
should  sii  in  this  city  ;  where  all  the  information 
on  the  subjects  before  them  would  be  at  hand.     If 
they  were  at  a  distance  from  the  Seat  of  Govern- 
ment, they  would  not  be  able  to  obtain  this  infor- 
mation so  readily.     The  gentleman  from  Dela- 
ware has  said,  that  we  had  some  experience  on 
the  subject  of  appointing  commissioners  for  this 
purpose— it  was  true  we  had— but  the  difficulties 
which  affected  that  commission^  might  be  reme- 
died now.     Such  regulations  might  be  adopted, 
a?  should  be  found  necessary.     By  this  mode,  a 


uniform  system,  for  the  settlement  of  these  claims, 
would  be  adopted,  and  known  throughout  the 
country.  There  would  not  be  a  rule  for  one  place, 
and  a  different  rule  for  another;  as  might  be  the 
case,  if  the  decision  wa^  left  to  the  courts.  The 
gentleman  from  Maine  has  remarked  upon  the 
decisions  of  juries,  in  cases  where  the  Government 
is  concerned.  There  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  vigi- 
lance of  the  claimants,  in  prosecuting  their  own 
cases — and  the  bias  would  always  be  against  the 
Government. 

Mr.  Bell  said  there  were  strong  objections  to 
the  mode  of  acting  upon  these  claims  of  the 
courts,  both  frotn  the  delay  that  would  take  place, 
and  the  expense  to  the  claimants.  The  claims 
are  first  to  be  presented  to  the  proper  officers  of 
the  Government.  If  they  are  not  allowed  there 
they  are  to  be  carried  into  the  court  in  thedi«trict 
where  the  claimant  belongs.  He  must  produce 
the  same  evidence  in  both  cases.  If  the  decision 
is  against  him,  then  be  is  to  appeal  to  the  Su- 
preme Court.  He  must  procure  counsel  in  the 
courts,  and  will  be  subjected  to  enormous  ex- 
penses. There  is  such  a  press  of  business  in  the 
courts  that  he  would  probably  be  compelled  to 
wait  some  years  before  he  would  get  a  decision  in 
the  district  court;  and  when  he  comes  to  the 
Supreme  Court,  he  must  wait  several  years  long- 
er. But  if  the  plan  of  appointing  commissioners 
is  adopted  ;  if  the  claim  is  disallowed  by  the  ac- 
counting officers  of  the  Treasury  Department, 
the  same  evidence  may  be  produced  before  the 
commissioners,  and  the  claim  decided  on  the  spot, 
without  expense  to  the  claimant.  He  had  not  a 
doubt  that  this  would  be  the  best  plan,  both  as 
regards  the  interest  of  the  Government,  and  that 
of  the  individual  claimant.  He  should  have  more 
confidence  in  the  decisions  of  commissioners  than 
in  that  of  ^  jury^  ^o  whom  the  claimant  would  be 
known,  and  who  might  be  prejudiced  in  his  favor. 
He  was,  therefore,  in  favor  of  a  recommitment. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  Virginia,  said  he  only  rose  to 
request  gentlemen  to  recollect  that  not  a  single 
case,  under  this  bill,  was  to  be  decided  by  a  jury  ; 
they  were  only  to  be  empannelled,  under  certain 
circumstances,  to  judge  of  certain  facts  in  the 
case. 

The  question  was  then  put  and  carried  in  favor 
of  recommitment. 

NAVY  APPROPRIATIONS. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs,  reported  the  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  "  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  the  Navy,  for  the  year 
1824,"  with  amendments.  On  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Lloyd,  the  bill  was  then  taken  into  considera- 
tion, in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Smith  in 
the  Chair. 

The  first  amendment  proposed  by  the  Commit- 
tee is  to  strike  out  all  ol  the  specifications  of  the 
various  items  of  the  contingent  expenses  in  the 
Navy  Department,  and  insert  them  in  grots.  It 
proposes,  also,  to  raise  the  amount  of  that  appro- 
priation from  8180,000  to  $225,000.  Mr.  Lloyd, 
of  Massachusetts,  stated,  that  the  object  of  this 
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amendment  was,  in  the  first  place,  to  restore  the  '  the  debt  due  to  the  United  Stales  by  the  purcha- 
bill  to  the  same  form  that  had  always  been  adopt- 1  sers  of  public  lands,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
ed  in  the  bills  making  similar  ap|»ropriatioos — the    passed. 


ing  similar  appropria 
contingent  expenses  of  the  Department  having 
always  been  put  down  in  gross.  He  said  that 
$225,000  was  the  sum  originally  reported  in  the 
House,  for  this  item — and  that  it  was  the  least 
possible  amount  with  which  the  business  of  the 
Depannunt  could  be  conducted.  This  amend- 
ment was  agreed  to 


The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  on  the  petition  of 
Thomas  Johnston,  and  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  bill  to  change  the  terms  of  the  circuit  and 
district  courts  of  the  United  States  in  the  State 
of  Ohio,  and  one  of  the  terms  of  the  circuit  court 


_  in  Kentucky,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  second  amendment  provides  for  the  pur-  j  The  bill  reported  by  the  Judiciary  Committee, 
chase  of  a  strip  of  land  in  the  vicinity  of  the  \  "  supplementary  to  the  several  acts  tor  the  release 
navy  yard  at  Charlestown,  Massachusttis.     Mr.  i  of  persons  imprisoned   at  the  suit  of  the  United 


Lloyd  stated  that  this  strip  of  land  was  required 
to  build  a  wall  for  the  preservation  of  public  prop- 
erty.    The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  is  to  strike  out  "  20,000," 
a*  the  amount  "  for  ordnance,  ordnance  stores, 
small  arms,  and  the  manufacture  of  powder,"  and 
insert,  in  lieu  thereof,  the  sum  of -Si, 000,  together 
with  the  unexpended  balance  of  the  last  year's 
appropriation  for  this  object.  This  amendment 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  LowRiL  made  an  inquiry  as  to  the  esti- 
mates for  the  price  of  rations — which  wa*  an- 
swered by  Mr.  Lloyd  and  Mr.  Pahrott. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  as 
amended — the   several    amendments   were    con- 


States,"  was  taken  up  for  consideration  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  M.T.  Ruggles  in  the  Chair. 
This  bill  provides  for  the  relief  of  A.  B.  Mat- 
son,  an  insolvent  debtor,  imprisoned  in  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania,  who  is  prevented  from  taking 
the  oath  necessary  to  hii  relta.-e  by  the  absence  of 
the  district  attorney  for  that  district.  The  bill 
was  repotted  to  the  Senate  without  amendment, 
and  passed  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third 
time. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  tlie  Senate  that  the  House  disagree  to 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
the  Navy  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1824  ;" 


curred   in,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed — and  the    they  concur  in  the  second  of  the  said  amendments, 
bill  passed  to  a  third  reading.  1  with  an  amendment ;  and  they  concur  in  the  third 

The  amendments  were  subsequently  reported  as  I  of  said  amendments.  They  have  passed  a  bill, 
being  duly  engrossed  ;  and,  on  Mr.  Lloyd's  mo-  I  entitled  ''An  act  authorizing  the  executors  of  John 
tion,  the  bill  was  read  the  third  time,  pa-sed,  and  •  B.  Mebaiie  to  collect  certain  arrears  of  tax;"  in 


sent   to  the  other  House,  for  concurrence  in  the 
amendments 


which  amendment  and  bill  they  request  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senate. 


IMPRISONMENT  FOR  DEBT. 

The  bill  "  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt," 
was  then  again  taken  up  for  consideration.  Some 
further  amendments  were  made  in  the  details  of 


Mo.nday,  April  5. 

The  pREhiDENT  communicated  a  letter  from  the 

Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  transmitting  a  resolu-  .   

tion  of  the  General  Assembly  of  that  State,  ap-  \  the  bill,  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Mills.  Upon 
proving  the  declaration  of  the  President  of  the  |  one  of  these  amendments,  which  provides  that  the 
United  States  in  favor  of  the  cause  of  liberty  in  \  creditor  shall  have  a  right  to  hold  his  debtor  fo  bail, 
the  Western  Hemisphere.  The  letter  and  resolu-  without  proof  of  fraud,  when  he  is  about  to  leave 
tion  were  read,  and  laid  on  the  table.  j  the  State  in  which  the  debt  is  contracted,  some 

The  Preside.nt  communicated  a  letter  from  A.  j  cursory  discussion  took  place  between  Messrs.  Van 
B.  Woodward,  enclosing  a  memorial  proposing  a  J  Bcren,  Mill.-?,  JoHN.eoN,  of  Kentucky,  Hayne, 
standard  of  measure  for  the  United  States  ;  which    Hol.me8,  of  Maine,  Talbot,  and  Chandler.     It 


was  read,  and  the  letter  and  memorial  were  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manu- 
factures. 
Mr.  McIlvai.'ve  presented  the  memorial  of  Tho- 


was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BARBorR  proposed  a  proviso,  that  no  per- 
son should  be  required  to  give  bail,  except  in  the 
State  in  which  he  resides.     Mr.  Mills  and  Mr. 


mas  Beesley  and  others,  of  Cape  May  county,  in  {  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  opposed   this   amend 
New  Jersey  ;  and  of  Lewis  M.  Walker  and  others; !  ment,  and  Me?        ~ 


severally  praying  an  increase  of  the  duties  on  im 
ported  iron.  The  memorials  were  read,  and  re 
lerred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manu- 
factures. 

Mr.  Hayne  presented  the  memorial  of  William 
D.  Martin,  in  behalf  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  par- 
ish of  St.  Luke,  in  South  Carolina,  rr-monstrating 
against  the  passage  of  the  bill  pending  in  Congress, 


essrs.  Barbour  and  Smith  supported 
It.     It  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Van  Buren  proposed  some  amendments, 
which  were  adopted. 

Mr.  Talrot  proposed  to  amend  the  bill,  by  pro- 
viding that  no  debtor  shall  be  held  to  bail,  except 
in  the  State  where  he  resides,  or  the  Slate  in 
which  the  debt  was  contracted. 

This  provision  was  supported  by  Mr.  Johnson, 


to  increase  the  duties  on  imports;  which  was  read,  ;  of  Kentucky,  (who  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,) 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  |  and  by  Messrs.  Talbot,  and  Taylor,  of  Vir- 
Manufactures.  |  ginia,  ami  opposed  by  Mr.  Mill.s. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  extinguishment  of]      Mr.  Talbot  then  modified  his  amendment,  by 
18th  CoN.  lit  SESS.—16 
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adding  the  words  "unless  the  defendant  shall 
have  absconded  from  the  State  in  which  he  re- 
sides, in  order  to  evade  the  payment  of  his  debts.'* 

This  amendment  was  carried — ayes  28,  noes  11, 
as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Barbour,  Bell,  Benton,  Branch,  Dick- 
ersoD,  Edwards,  Findlay,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Maine, 
Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Henry  Johnson,  J.  S. 
Johnston,  King  of  Alabama,  Knight,  King  of  New  York, 
Lowrie,  Mcllvaine,  Macon.  Parrott,  Kuggles,  Sey- 
mour, Smith,  Talbot.TTaylor  of  Indiana,  Taylor  of  Vir- 
ginia, Van  Buren,  and  Williamf:. 

Nats — Messrs  Barton,  Chandler,  Clayton,  D'Wolf, 
Eaton,  Gaillard,  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  Mills,  Noble, 
Van  Dyke,  and  Ware. 

Mr.  Chandler  moved  an  amendment  to  exempt 
the  debtors  to  the  United  Stales  from  the  provis- 
ions of  the  bill.     This  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Van  Dyke, 
when  the  bill  was  before  under  consideration,  to 
authorize  the  creditor  to  put  interrogatories,  and 
to  make  suggestions  in  relation  to  the  case,  and, 
if  they  are  not  satisfactorily  answered  by  the  de- 
fendant, the  charges  therein  contained  to  be  taken 
as  facts,  was  then  taken  up. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke  offered  a  few  remarks  in  sup- 
port of  this  proposition;  it  was  also  supported  by 
Mr.  Van  Buren,  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  John- 
son of  Kentucky,  and  Talbot,  and  was  then 
adopted  by  the  Senate. 

Mr  JoHN::^ON,  of  Kentucky,  proposed  a  new  sec- 
tion to  the  bill,  extending  its  operation  to  the 
District  of  Columbia;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke  submitted  a  proviso,  "that 
nothing,  in  the  first  section  of  this  act  contained, 
shall  extend  to  suits  in  which  the  United  States 
are  a  party."  Mr.  Chandler  called  for  the  yeas 
'and  nays  on  the  adoption  of  this  amendment. 
Some  remarks  were  made  upon  it  by  Messrs.  Van 
Dyke,  Hayne,  Noble,  Bahbodr,  Johnbon  of 
Kentucky,  and  Macon.  Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine, 
moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by  adding  to  it 
the  words,  '•  against  any  contractor,  or  receiver  or 
disburser  of  public  moneys."  Mr.  Hol.mes,  and 
Mr.  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  advocated  this  amend- 
ment, and  Mr.  Van  Dyke  opposed  it.  These 
amendments  were  both  withdrawn,  and  a  substi- 
tute proposed  by  Mr.  Van  Dyke,  as  follows: 
''that  nothing  in  the  first  section  of  this  bill  shall 
extend  to  any  suit  brought  to  recover  moneys  re- 
ceived by  the  defendant,  on  account  of  the  United 
States."     This  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  printed,  as 
amended;  and,  without  taking  the  question  on 
its  third  reading,  the  Senate  adjourned  till  to- 
morrow. 


Tuesday,  April  6. 
Mr.  Benton  presented  the  petition  of  Alexan- 
der McNair,  praying  compensation  for  services 
rendered  as  a  paymaster;  reimbursement  of  inter- 
est paid  by  him  on  money  for  the  use  of  Govern- 
ment; remuneration  for  the  loss  of  a  house  de- 
stroyed by  fire,  whilst  occupied  by  the  United 
States  troops,  during  the  late  war;  and  an  equita- 


ble settlement  of  his  accounts.  The  petition  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Findlay  presented  the  petition  of  Henry 
Miller,  praying  to  be  compensated  for  military 
services  rendered  durine  the  Revolutionary  war; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  **An  act  authorizing  the  executors  of  John 
B.  Mebane  to  collect  certain  arrears  of  tax,"  was 
twice  read,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill,  enjitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Barbara 
Paulas,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  'An 
act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  for 
the  relief  of  persons  imprisoned  for  debt,"  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

NAVY  APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  bill  "making  appropriations  for  the  narai 
service  of  the  United  States,  for  the  year  1824," 
was  again  taken  up  for  the  purpose  of  considering 
the  amendments  made  thereto  in  the  Senate,  and 
which  were  not  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  that  the 
Senate  should  concur  in  the  amendment  proposed 
by  the  House,  requiring  the  consent  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Massachusetts  to  the  purchase  of  a 
strip  of  land  adjacent  to  the  navy  yard  at  Charles- 
town,  in  that  Slate.     This  motion  was  carried. 

Mr.  Lloyd  then  moved  that  the  Senate  should 
insist  upon  its  amendment,  by  which  the  several 
specifications  of  the  contingent  expenses  of  the 
Navy  Department,  as  contained  in  the  bill  that 
came  from  the  House,  were  stricken  out,  and  the 
sum  inserted  in  gross ;  and  bv  which,  also,  the  same 
item  was  increased  from  ^180,000  to  ^225,000. 
After  some  remarks  on  this  subject  by  Messrs. 
Lloyd,  Lowrie,  Barbolr,  and  Smith,  the  mo- 
tion prevailed,  and  the  Senate  determined  to  in- 
sist upon  this  amendment. 

IMPRISONMENT  FOR  DEBT. 

The  unfinished  business  of  yesterday  being  the 
bill  "  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt,"  was  re- 
sumed ;  Mr.  RuGGLEs  in  the  chair.  The  ques- 
tion was,  upon  passing  the  bill  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  the  third  time. 

Mr.    Hayne   said,   that    it   was    impossible   to 
listen  with  indifference   to   the  eloquent  appeals 
which  had  been  made  to  the  feelings  of  the  Sen- 
ate, by  the  honorable  gentlemen  from  Kentucky 
and  Virginia,  (Mr.  R.  M.  Johnson  and  Mr.  Bar- 
BODR,)  appeals  which  must  always  have  a  powerful 
influence,  when  they  came  recommended  by  the 
virtues  of  those  by  whom  they  were  urged.     The 
pictures   of  distress    which    the   gentlemen    had 
drawn,  could  not  fail  to  command  our  sympathy, 
and,  if  the  decision  of  the  question  depended  on 
feeling  merely,  that  decision  would  be  easily  made. 
I  But,  said  Mr.  IL,  I  consider  this  a  grave  and  sober 
1  question  of  judicial   policy,  in    the  discussion  of 
I  which  it  will  be  necessary  to  look  to  established 
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£-7JIli^ !p.M"i  K^    '     "r^  ''*"'^   ^^"  °"'/  ^    ^^=^  ^^"  "«»'  '^'^'  P^°c«^  '«.  i°  practice,  nothing 
wisely  decided  by  a  careful  examination  of  the  !  more  than  the  means  of  compelling  a  debtor  tS 
tendency  and  probable  effect  of  the  measure  pro-  |  pay  his  debts-^  debtor  who,  havin|  the  abU  tv 
posed.     This  measure  is  entitled  "  A  bill  to  abolish    L  inwill.ng  to  comply  with  his  oblifations     We 


imprisonment  for  debt,"  and  those  who  shall  not 
look  beyond  the  title,  will,  of  course,  conclude  that 


have  heard  of  a  question  being  agitated  in  other 
countries,  as  to  the  right  of  a  creditor  to  the  body 


It  pro^ses  to  "open  the  prison  doors"  throughout    ;?l.:i;itrr,:nd;f111  iTegXtb ^^^^^^^ 
th.v  L     r.K^^'*"''  great  Republic  ;  and  that  ,  family  of  a  deceased  debtor,  for  the  purch^  of 
the  voice  of  the  oppressor"  is  to   be  no   more    the  corpse,  in  order  to  bono    it  by  the  riles  of  a 
heard  in  our  land.     Such,  however,  is  by  no  means  i  »  Christian  burial."     But,  who  ever  heard  of  such 
Its  true  character.     The  operation  of  the  bill  is  to    a  queMion  being  made  in  America  ?     What  law- 
^  confined,  exclusively,  to  the  courts  of  the  United  jyer  can   doubt  Ihat  our  courts  would  hold  sSch 
States;  its   provisions  will  apply  to  a  very  incon-  !  claims,  on  the  part  of  a   creditor,  as  contrary  to 
siderable  number  of  the  debtors,  .scattered  through     humanity  and  common  decency  ;  as  incoSent 
wInTw  l7'/";^    '^"   rr'^y   provided,  IS   one    with  our  institutions,  and,  therefore,  against  the 
which  will  afford  no  substantial  relief  to  the  dis-    law  of  the  land?     It  is  trlie,  we  have  lltely  been 
tresses  of  the  unfortunate.     The  manner  in  which  !  shocked    by  an  idle  and  shameful  report  of  the 
he  question  had  been   discussed,  had  brought  to  :  arrest  of  a  dead  body,  in  one  of  the  most  moral! 
im  mind  a  truth,    confirmed  bv  the  whole  course  ,  enlightened,  and  polished   cities  of  this   Union' 
of  his  reading  and  experience,)  that  much  of  the    but  that  report  is  town  to  be  a  mere  fabrication 
d.fierence  of  opinion  which   exists  in  the  world,  !  There  neveVyet  has  been,  and  there  never  can  b? 
fnlTr  r""  ^'^^^^"^^'  agreement  as  to  the  mean-    said  Mr.  H.,  claims  of  such  a  nature  set  up  in  this 
fr.^  "v      ™'  "":  ""^  propositions.      The  gentleman    country.     If  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  how- 
from  Virginia  states  his  proposition  in  these  words:    ever,  seriously   believe  that  evils   may  hereafter 
Is  It  right  to  punish   by  imprisonment, the  honest  I  arise  from  the  theory  of  the  common  law;  that 
but  insolvent  debtor?"     And,  to  this  question,  all  '  the  body  of  a  citizen  may  be  taken  ",n  sat^isfac- 
his  observations  had  been  strictly  confined.  I  have    t.on  of  a  debt,"  and  they  will  confine  their  reme- 
hf  la  '^v^^aid  Mr.  H.,  in  giving  my  full  as-  ;  dies  to  the  destruction  of  that  theory  merely:  if 
sent  to  all  the  arguments  of  that  gentleman  ;  with    they  feel  disposed  to  make  the  process  against  the 
hina   I  answer  the  question  in  the  negative ;  and,    body,  in  law,  what  it  is  now,  in  fact,  a  aiere  reme- 
n  that  answer,  I  am  confiaent  every  member  of,  dial  process  for  the  enforcement  of  debts,  I  shall 
the  Senate  will  concur.     Indeed,  it  may  be  doubted  :  not,  said  Mr.  H.,  be  disposed  to  object 
whether  creditors  themselves  (hard-hearted  a>  they  \      Imprisonment  for  debt  (or  as  the  gentlemen  ex- 
are  all  supposed   to  be)  would  hesitate  a  moment  ;  press  it,  "as  a   penalty  for  debt')  is  almost   un- 
in  consentmg  to  the  release  of  debtors  whose  hon-  ,  known  in  the  United  States;  there  is  not  a  State 
esty  and  insolvency  should  bo  ascertained.    A  soli-  ,  in  the  Union  which  has  not   provided    by  law  for 
tary     monster  in  human  .hape"  may  occasionally  '  the  release  of  debtors  from  imprisonment ;  and  in 
be  found,  who  would  "feast  upon  the  groans  and    respect  to  the  courts  of  the  United  States  a  simi- 
tears  of  the  wretched  ; '  but,  for  the  honor  of  hu-  i  lar  provision  has  been  made.     It  is  true,  that  the 
raanity,  such  cases  are  >o  rare,  that  we  may  safely    regulations  on  this  subject  are  incomplele  and  in 
amrm  that  creditors,  as  a  class,  would  as  zealously  I  some  respects  oppressive,  and  it  is  certainly  verr 
contendagainstthepunishmenf,  by  imprisonment,  I  desirable  that  some  mild   and   efficacious  system 
of  the  honest  and  insolvent  debtor,  as  the  gentle-  j  should  be  provided,  to  be  uniform  throughout  the 
JJ^A^K   Tl^'^"!'\f""u''^^•    The  professed  object  ,  United    Slates,  which,   protecting  alike  the  just 
ol  this  bill,  said  Mr.  H.,  i.s,  to  abolish,  entirely,  i  rights  of  creditors  and  debtors,  should  be  consistent 
legal  process  against  the  person  of  the  debtor;  to    with  the  claims  of  justice  and  humanity.     It  ts 
discard  what  are  commonly  called  bail  writs,  and  :  sufficient,  however,  said  Mr.  H,  for  ray  present 
executions  against  the  body  ;  and  gentlemen  argue    purpose,  to  say  that  the  existing  laws  do  substan- 
as  If  these  writs  were  devised  and  intended  merely    t.ally  provide  (and   if  they  do  not   I  am  willing 
as  a  punishment  of  what  they  are  plea.sed  to  call  ,  that  they  shall  be  so  amended  as  to  provide)  that 
the  crimes  of  being  in   debt  and   being  unfor-  |  a  debtor  shall  only  be  imprisoned  for  the  purpose 
tunate.       Now,  these^writs,  said  Mr.  H.,  are  merely  '  of  compelling  him  to  surrender  his   property      If 
the  means  provided  by  the  law  to  compel  debtors    the  theory  that  the  body  of  a  debtor  inay  be  taken 
to  pay  their  just  debts;  they  are  the  remedies  by    "  in  satisfaction  of  a  debt"  has  not  already  been,  I 
which  a  creditor  is  enabled  to  enforce  his  rights,    am  willing  that  it  shall    be,  exploded,  as   incon- 
They  were  intended   to  apply   not  to  the  honest  i  sistent  with  the  refined  sentiments,  and  the  moral 
and  unfortunate,  but  to  the  dishonest  and  the  sol-  I  sense  of  the  enlightened  age  in  which  we  live, 
vent;  and,  if  the  remedies  intended  for  the  latter  ,      As  the  gentleman  and  myself  agree  thus  far  in 


are  occasionally  applied  to  the  former,  it  is  only 
because  it  is  found  impossible,  in  some  cases,  to 
distinguish  between  ihem,  and  because  human 
affairs  can  only  be  regulated  by  a  system  of  gen- 


principle,  it  may  be  well  to  ascertain,  before  I 
proceed  further,  in  what  we  differ,  as  well  as  the 
nature  and  extent  of  that  difference.  The  gentle- 
men propose  to  abolish  all   process  against   the 


era  rules.  W  hatever  may  be  said  of  the  origin  ;  body  of  the  debtor,  and  to  keep  his  person  free 
ol  lUevrntof  capias  ad  sati^/aHendum,  or  the  theory  :  from  arrest  until  fraud  shall  be  established.  Ae- 
on which  It  rests,  it  is  certain  ihat  in  modern  times,  ]  cording  to  this  plan,  they  propose  that  bail  writs 
and  certainly  in  the  happy  land  m  which  our  lot    shall  not  be  used  except  where  a  debtor  is  known 
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to  be  about  to  abscond  ;  and  that  executions  against 
the  body  shall  be  confined  to  cases  of  fraud  and 
concealment  first  legally  proved.  I  contend,  on 
the  contrary,  that  these  writs  are  rejnedies  essen- 
tial to  creditors,  who  ought  to  be  permitted  to  use 
them  as  means,  though  as  means  only,  for  the 
purpose  of  attaining  the  end,  viz..  the  satisfaction 
m  money  of  their  just  demands.  The  gentleman 
would  not  permit  the  body  to  be  touched  at  all  till 
fraud  be  proved,  whilst  the  law,  on  the  contrary, 
authorizes  the  arrest  and  detention  of  the  person 
until  the  debt  be  paid  or  the  property  of  the  debtor 
be  given  up.  The  honorable  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  has  in  limine  laid  down  a  position  from 
which  I  am  compelled  to  dissent.  He  denies  the 
right  of  society  to  deprive  a  man  of  his  liberty 
even  for  an  hour,  except  it  be  as  a  punishment  for 
a  crime,  and  from  this  position  he  draws  the  con- 
clusion that,  a?  debt  is  not  a  crime,  society  has  no 
right  to  imprison  a  man  on  account  of  a  debt. 
Now,  said  Mr.  H.,  I  submit  that  the  gentleman 
has  mistaken  the  source  from  whence  tht  right  to 
deprive  a  citizen  of  his  liberty  or  property  is  de- 
rived. Penalties  are  never  imposed  merely  as  a 
punishment  to  the  criminal,  it  is  reserved  to  the 
great  Creator  to  apportion,  by  an  unerring  stand- 
ard, the  just  measure  of  punishment  for  crimes  of 
every  grade.  But  society  imposes  penalties  for 
the  sake  of  example,  and  in  order  to  promote  the 
welfare  of  mankind.  The  right  \)eing  derived 
from  this  source,  it  follows  that  it  is  only  limited 
by  the  demands  of  justice  and  expediency.  What- 
ever the  general  welfare  of  the  community  impe- 
riously demands,  must  be  done;  and,  if  the  safety 
and  happiness  of  society  should  require  the  exer- 
cise of  restraints  in  certain  cases  on  personal  lib- 
erty, such  restraints  become  lawful.  I  admit,  ^^aid 
Mr.  H.,  that  this  is  a  right  which  society  is  bound 
to  exercise  with  great  caution,  and  with  a  due  re- 
gard to  the  value  of  liberty.  But  the  very  ele- 
ments of  society  would  Ix*  destroyed,  and  all  social 
order  subverted,  if  this  right  did  not  exist.  If  it 
were  true  that  the  criminal  only  could  be  lawfully 
imprisoned,  how  does  society  derive  the  riaht  to 
deprive  a  man  of  his  liberty  who  is  merely  accused 
of  a  crime,  and  who  (according  to  the  humane 

frinciples  of  our  law)  is  presumed  to  be  innocent  ? 
n  every  country  on  earth  a  witness  essential  to  a 
prosecution,  if  he  cannot  give  security  to  appear, 
IS  put  into  prison  until  his  testimony  is  given  in 
open  court ;  and  Mr.  H.,  would  ask  the  gentleman 
by  what  right  that  was  done?  Mr.  H.  recollected 
a  very  strong  case  of  this  kind.  In  the  city  in 
which  he  resides,  a  murder  was  committed  in  the 
presence  of  an  English  sailor;  and  without  his 
testimony  the  perpetrator  of  the  crime  could  not 
be  brought  to  justice.  He  gave  information  to  a 
magistrate,  but  at  the  same  lime  declared  that  he 
could  not  wait  to  testify  in  court,  as  he  had  a 
family  at  home  who  depended  on  his  daily  labor 
for  support.  The  magistrate  was  com[)elled  to 
commit  the  witness  (most  surely  an  innocent  and 
meritorious  man)  to  the  common  jail,  \vhere  he 
remained  for  several  months;  and  by  this  har>h, 
though  necessary  proceeding,  a  murderer  was 
brought  to  justice.     The  right  of  society  to  de- 


prive this  innocent  man  of  his  liberty  was  derived 
from  their  obligation  lo  provide  for  the  welfare  of 
the  community.  From  the  same  source  is  derived 
the  right  to  imprison  men  accused  of  crimes, 
(though  many  ot  them  mu^t  of  necessity  be  inno- 
cent,) and  of  imprisoning  debtors,  many  of  whom 
are-'also  innocent,  until,  by  a  proper  investigation, 
their  true  character  can  be  made  to  appear.  The 
right,  therefore,  in  all  such  cases,  depends  on  the 
necessity  of  the  measure,  and  I  admit  that  such  a 
right  cannot  be  claimed,  and  ought  not  to  be  ex- 
ercised, except  in  subserviency  to  the  great  inter- 
ests of  the  society. 

It  is  manifest,  therefore,  that  the  propriety  of 
abolishing  the  legal  process  against  the  body  of 
debtors  depends  altogether  on  the  utility  of  that 
process.     If  it  be  the  necessary  and   only  appro- 

ririate  means  for  the  collection  of  debts — ifitsabo- 
ition  would  destroy  the  rights  and  render  nuga- 
tory the  remedies  of  creditors — if  the  obligation  of 
contracts  would  thereby  be  impaired,  it  would 
follow  that  such  process  ought  not  to  be  dispensed 
with.  Such  a  measure  would  seriously  affect  the 
welfare  of  the  community,  by  destroying  credit 
and  impairing  those  habits  oi  industry  and  pro- 
bity on  which  that  welfare  must  d^'pend.  But 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  asks,  emphatically, 
"whether  we  would  punish  by  imprisonment  the 
honest,  but  unfortunate  and  insolvent  debtor?" 
I  answer,  by  putting  another  question,  "would  he 
exempt  from  imprisonment  the  solvent  and  dis- 
honest debtor?"  The  whole  difficulty,  said  Mr. 
H..  arises  from  the  imperfection  of  all  human  in- 
stitutions. It  belongs  only  to  the  great  Creator 
to  survey,  at  a  glance,  the  complicated  transac- 
tions o(  men — to  know  their  actual  condition — 
to  look  int<)  their  hearts — to  scan  their  motives; 
and  to  determine,  with  unerring  wisdom,  the 
true  situation  and  character  of  every  individual 
of  the  great  human  family.  But  frail,  short- 
sighted mortals  are  compelled  to  judge  from  ap- 
pearances; they  must  be  satisfied  with  circum- 
stantial testimony,  and  can  only  approximate 
the  truth  by  laborious  and  careful  investigations. 
Hence,  it  becomes  absolutely  neres.sary  to  provide 
general  rules  for  the  regulation  of  human  affairs, 
and  by  those  rules  we  are  compelled  to  abide, 
though  we  must  be  aware  that  injustice  may  occa- 
sionally result  from  their  operation. 

I  will  endeavor,  said  Mr.  Hayne,  in  the  exami- 
nation of  this  subject,  to  prove  that  it  is  inexpe- 
dient and  unjust  to  abolish  the  process  against  the 
body,  limited  and  restrained,  as  I  admit  such  pro- 
cess ought  lo  be,  to  the  single  object  of  compel- 
ling a  debtor  to  pay  his  debts  or  to  surrender  his 
estate.  When  a  debt  is  established  by  a  judicial 
decision,  the  creditor,  it  will  be  admitted,  is  enti- 
tled to  payment,  and  indeed  the  judgment  of  the 
court,  in  all  such  cases,  js,  that  the  debtor  shall 
be  compelled  to  pay.  But  by  what  means  is  such 
a  judgment  to  be  enforced  ?  If  property  was  al- 
ways visible  and  tangible  there  would  exist  no 
difficulty.  Lands  could  be  seized  and  sold,  and 
the  debt  be  thus  saiisfiod.  But,  in  modern  times, 
a  large  portion  of  the  wealth  of  society  consists  of 
stock,  of  bonds,  notes,  bills,  exchange,  and  of  thai 
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species  of  property  called  choses  in  action,  which 
are  not  liable  to  be  sold  under  an  execution. 
Some  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  immense  quan- 
tity of  this  species  of  personal  properly,  by  reflect- 
ing on  the  amount  of  public  stock  alone,  which 
exiits  at  this  day  in  the  principal  nations  of  Chris- 
tian Europe.  Great  Britain  has  issued  stock, 
which  is  held  by  individuals  to  the  amount  of 
eight  hundred  millions  of  pounds  sterling  ;  France 
to  the  amount  of  u[>wards  of  one  hundred  and 
eighty  millions ;  Holland  one  hundred  and  fifty 
millions,  and  Spain  one  hundred  and  thirty  mil- 
lions. The  United  States  has  issued  upwards 
of  twenty  millions  sterling,  which  remains  un- 
redeemed. 

Now,  sir,  when'  we  add  to  this  the  immense 
amount  of  hank  and  insurance  stocks — thesiock  of 
incorporated  companies — the  astonishing  amount 
of  bills,  bonds,  notes,  and  debts,  (which,  in  every 
country,  form  such  a  large  proportion  of  its  com- 1 
mercial  capital,)  when,  in  short,  we  find  that  there  i 
is  scarcely  a  particle  of  visible  property,  which  ! 
is  not  represented  by  an  equal  amount  of  invisi- 
ble property,  and  that  the  former  is  at  all  times 
convertible  into  the  latter,  is  it  not  manifest  that 
any  system  for  the  collection  of  debts  must  be 
wholly  inadequate,  which  shall  not  provide  effi- 
cient means  for -compelling  debtors  to  apply  the 
whole  of  their  personal  property  to  the  discharge 
of  their  debts  ?  The  law  provides  two  remedies, 
both  admirably  adapted  to  this  object.  The  first 
is  an  execution  against  the  goods,  (a  Jiai /arias,) 
by  which  the  visible  and  tangible  property  may 
be  seized  and  sold ;  the  second,  an  execution 
against  the  body,  (a  capim  ad  satisfaciendum,)  by 
which  the  debtor  may  be  imprisoned  until  he 
shall  apply  his  personal  estate  to  the  discharge  of 
his  debts.  Now,  if  the  latter  process  should  be 
abolished,  it  is  obvious  that  creditors  will  be  left 
entirely  at  the  mercy  of  their  debtors.  The  ex- 
tent of  the  evil  which  this  system  would  intro- 
duce may  be  understood,  when  it  is  considered,  that 
the  great  mass  of  debtors  are  those  whose  estates 
consist  of  that  species  of  personal  property  on 
which  no  levy  can  be  made.  The  land-holders 
compose  but  a  small  portion  of  the  great  class  of 
debtors ;  it  is  the  capitalist,  the  trader,  the  holder  of 
stock  and  choses  in  action,  who  engages  most 
largely  in  those  speculations  which  produce  debts. 
To  exempt  their  property  from  liability,  would  be 
to  give  a  vital  stab  to  commercial  credit  and 
prosperity. 

1  will  be  told,  however,  said  Mr.  H.,  that  the 
bill  before  us  contains  a  provision  by  which  an 
execution  against  the  body  may  be  issued,  when 
It  shall  be  ascertained,  hy  a  judicial  investigation, 
that  a  debtor  has  property  not  liable  to  seizure ; 
and  this  brings  me,  said  Mr.  II.,  to  an  examina- 
tion of  the  particular  provisions  of  this  bill. 

The  fourth  section  of  the  bill  provides,  that  on 
a  judgment  or  decree  being  obtained  either  at  law 
or  in  equity,  npri /arias,  or  other  process,  against 
the  property,  may  be  taken  out,  but  the  creditor  is 
deprived  of  the  privilege  of  issuing  any  process 
against  the  body.  Now,  by  the  practical  opera- 1 
tion  of  this  provision,  a  wide  distinction  is  made  I 


between  real  and  personal  estate — I  mean  that 
species  of  personal  estate  which  is  not  tangible, 
and  which  (by  the  laws  of  England,  as  well  as 
most  of  the  States  of  this  Union,)  is  not  liable  to 
be  levied  on  and  sold  under  an  execution.  Ac- 
cording to  this  provision  of  the  bill,  a  judgment 
may  be  enforced  by  the  sale  of  land  the  moment 
it  is  obtained  ;  but,  as  personal  property  cannot  be 
levied  on,  the  owner  of  such  property  is  on  a  bet- 
ter footing  than  the  owner  of  land. 

Let  us  look,  said  Mr.  H.,  a  little  closer  into  this 
fourth  section.  It  provides  that  when  a  judgment 
is  obtained,  if  the  debtor's  estate  shall  consist  of 
personal  property,  which  cannot  be  levied  on,  the 
creditor  shall  be  obliged  to  file  a  suggestion  on 
oath,  setting  forth  that  the  debtor  keeps  his  prop- 
erty so  invested;  on  which  suggestion  he  is  en- 
titled to  take  out  a  new  writ,  here  called  a  "writ 
of  discovery,''  but  which  is  to  be  nothing  more 
than  a  process  commanding  the  debtor  to  appear 
at  the  next  court,  (to  meet  perhaps  six  months  or 
a  year  afterwards,)  and  lo  answer  the  charge. 
What  charge?  W*hy,  that  the  estate  of  the  debtor 
consists  of  personal  property.  If  the  debtor  should 
give  security  to  appear  to  this  writ  of  discovery, 
and  should  actually  appear  at  the  next  court,  then 
an  issue  i.s  to  be  made  up  to  try  the  fact,  viz: 
whether  his  estate  be  invested  in  personal  prop- 
erty or  not.  This  issue  may  or  may  not  be  con- 
nected with  the  charge  of  fraud,  and  in  either 
case  it  is,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  a  new  suit, 
subject  to  all  the  expense  and  delay  of  the  origi- 
nal proceeding.  In  obtaining  a  judgment,  the 
wise  jealousy  of  the  law  requires  the  observance 
of  certain  forms,  which  necessarily  creates  delay, 
and  thus  it  is  often  the  business  of  years  to  obtain 
a  judgment.  Yet  by  this  bill,  if  the  debtor's  es- 
tate consists  of  personal,  instead  of  real  property, 
a  second  suit  is  to  be  commenced,  as  tedious  and 
expensive  as  the  first ;  and  thus  a  most  unwise 
distinction  is  made  between  real  and  personal 
estate,  and  the  grossest  injustice  is  done  lo  credi- 
tors. 

But,  said  Mr.  H.,  I  will  further  undertake  to 
prove,  that,  according  to  the  provisions  of  thi.s 
bill,  debtors  who  possess  personal  property  cannot 
be  compelled  to  pay  their  debts  at  all,  provided 
two  or  more  of  them  combine,  for  the  purpose  of 
putting  their  creditors  at  defiance.  I  have  pur- 
posely delayed  my  remarks,  said  Mr.  H.,  until  all 
the  amendments  proposed  to  the  bill  had  been  dis- 
posed of,  so  that  I  must  now  take  it  for  granted, 
that  the  friends  of  the  bill  have  moulded  it  to 
their  wishes,  and  given  it  the  form  in  which  they 
intend  that  it  shall  pass.  Now,  I  will  demon- 
strate, that,  in  the  case  of  two  debtors,  the  one 

possessed  of  real,  and  the  other  of  i)ersonal  estate 

the  former  can  lie  compelled  to  pay  as  soon  as 
a  judgment  is  obtained,  while  the  latter  may  put 
his  creditors  forever  at  defiance.  A  is  the  owner 
of  real  estate — a  judgment  is  obtained  against 
him — a  fieri  /acias  is  taken  out — his  lands  are 
seized  and  sold,  and  the  debt  is  immediately  col- 
lected. B  is  the  owner  of  stock  or  bonds,  (to  the 
amount,  if  you  please,  of  ^100,000;)  property  not 
concealed,  but  the  possession  of  which  he  openly 
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acknowledges.  Judgment  is  obtained  against  B, 
but  how  is  it  to  be  enforced,  the  stock  and  bonds 
not  being  liable  to  an  execution,  and  the  body 
being  exempt  from  arrest  ?  Why,  according  to 
this  bill,  a  "writ  of  discovery"  is  taken  out.  To 
this  writ,  B  is  to  give  bail,  and  when,  in  the  regu- 
lar and  tedious  course  of  legal  proceedings,  the 
issue  made  up  on  that  writ  is  called  for  trial,  B 
may  fail  to  appear ;  and  what  is  to  be  the  conse- 
quence 7  Does  his  person  thereby  become  liable 
to  arrest?  No.  But  strange  indeed  !  by  reason  of 
his  default,  his  estate,  as  well  as  his  person,  be- 
come entirely  and  forever  exonerated  from  all 
further  liability ;  the  creditor  loses  his  remedy 
against  B,  and  acquires  only  a  right  of  action 
against  C,  the  bail  of  B.  The  creditor  now  hav- 
ing passed  through  the  ordpal  of  two  suits  at  law, 
and  encountered  all  the  vexation  and  expense  in- 
cident to  legal  proceedings,  finds  himself  precisely 
in  the  situation  in  which  he  was  before  he  com- 
menced those  proceeding".  He  has  acquired  no- 
thing more  than  a  right  of  action  against  the  bail 
of  B.  But,  unfortunately,  the  same  forms  are  to 
be  observed  in  his  proceedings  against  C.  His 
person  and  his  personal  estate  are,  in  like  manner, 
tree  from  arrest;  and,  after  resorting  to  actions, 
affidavits,  writs  of  discovery,  issues,  and  so  forth, 
the  unfortunate  creditor  may  recover  nothing 
more  than  another  right  of  action  against  D,  the 
bail  of  C  ;  and  so  on  ad  infinitum.  Thus  is  one 
debt  to  be  discharged  by  another  ;  one  right  of 
action  to  be  satisfied  by  another  right  of  action  ; 
and  the  creditor  who  unfortunately  resorts  to  a 
law  suit  to  recover  a  debt,  is  to  be  paid  by  an- 
other law  suit.  I  humbly  conceive,  said  Mr.  H., 
that  this  will  be  the  most  unsubstantial  mode  of 
payment  that  ever  was  devised.  A  creditor  would 
be  better  off  who  should  be  compelled  to  receive 
in  payment  the  wretched  trash  which  exists  in 
some  part  of  the  country,  and  is  dignified  by  the 
name  of  '-paper  money.-'  It  would  be  better  to 
receive  the  "  bills  of  credit"  issued  during  the  war 
of  the  Revolution  ;  for,  at  the  period  of  their  low- 
est depreciation,  §1,000  could  procure  a  bushel  of 
salt. 

But,  said  Mr.  H.,  if  this  clause  of  the  bill  were 
not  liable  to  be  thus  evaded,  I  should  slill  object 
to  it,  on  the  ground  that  it  renders  a  second  suit 
necessary,  before  personal  property  can  be  touched ; 
because^t  thus  makes  a  most  injurious  and  unjust 
distinction  between  real  and  perbohal  estate;  and 
because  it  opens  a  wide  door  to  fraud,  by  permit- 
ting and  tempting  debtors,  while  a  suit  is  pend- 
ing, to  change  their  property  from  real  to  personal. 
Now,  said  Mr.  H.,  the  principle  on  wliich  this  bill 
is  founded,  is  radically  unsound.  Yuur  remedies 
ought  to  be  directed  to  the  speedy  release  of  the 
debtor,  after  arrest,  and  not  to  the  destruction  of 
the  process  of  the  law.  Your  remedies  should  be 
more  extensive,  and  more  effectual,  than  that  pro- 
vided by  this  bill,  and  should  really  and  truly  yield 
that  relief  to  the  honest  and  unfortunate  debtor, 
which  this  bill  promises,  but  does  not  afford. 

As  you  cannot,  without  previous  investigation, 
ascertain  whether  a  debtor  is  unable,  or  only  un- 
willing, to  pay;  and,  as  there  are  no  means  of 


touching  a  large  portion  of  the  personal  estate  of 
modern  times,  by  any  legal  process  whatever,  it 
appears  to  my  mind,  said  Mr.  H.,  neither  unrea- 
sonable nor  unjust,  to  require  of  a  debtor,  before 
his  person  shall  be  released  from  the  claims  of  his 
creditor,  to  render,  on  oath,  a  schedule  of  his  prop- 
erty, and  to  make  an  assignment  thereof,  for  the 
benefit  of  his  creditors.  If  a  debtor  will  not  do 
this,  he  ought  lo  be  imprisoned.  Nor  is  it  an  ex- 
travagant presumption,  nor  one  which  ought  not 
(o  be,  prima  facie,  indulged,  that  a  man  who  con- 
tracts a  debt,  is  able  to  pay.  It  seems  to  follow 
that  he  ought  not  to  be  released  until  his  inability 
is  made  to  appear;  or,  at  least,  until  he  makes  a 
disclosure,  on  oath,  and  a  surrender  of  his  prop- 
erty. Should  he  possess  no  property,  a  declara- 
tion on  oath,  to  that  effect,  ought  to  be  deemed 
sufficient,  provided  suitable  penalties  were  im- 
posed on  taking  a  false  oath  in  such  cases. 

The  gentlemen  on  the  oth^r  side  have,  at  every 
stage  of  this  discussion,  recurred  lo  the  situation 
of  the  ''  unfortunate  debtor."  They  have  made 
the  most  touching  and  passionate  appeals  to  our 
feelings,  and  in  the  spirit  of  the  author  of  the 
"  Sentimental  Journey,"  have  taken  "  a  single 
captive,  and  having  first  shut  him  up  in  his  dun- 
geon, have  looked  tlirough  the  twilight  of  his  gra- 
ted door,  to  take  his  picture" — a  picture  to  which 
they  have  added  deeper  shades,  by  the  introduc- 
tion of  his  lovely  wife  and  innocent  children, 
sharing  in  his  captivity.  Sir,  said  Mr.  H.,  I  have 
not  listened  to  these  appeals  w^iihout  emotion.  It 
is,  indeed,  impossible  to  behold  with  coldness  or 
indifference  the  manly  bosom  of  my  friend  from 
Kentucky,  (Mr.  il.  M.  Joh.n.'^on.)  thfU  Ijosom  which 
has  been  bared  to  the  swords  of  the  enemies  of  his 
country,  and  been  stained  with  patriotic  blood, 
now  "overflowing  with  the  milk  of  human  kind- 
ness." And  it  is  with  kindred  emotions  I  have 
found  the  lofty  sentiments  and  generous  feelings 
of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia  enlisted 
in  the  cause  of  suffering  humanity.  I  know — 
indeed,  sir,  I  /e''l  most  sensibly — that  my  friends 
have  the  popular  side  of  this  question.  To  them 
all  the  fields  of  eloijuence  are  open,  and  they  have 
not  failed  to  cull  the  choicest  flowers. 

I  know,  sir,  that  the  sympathies  of  the  people 
have  been  excited  in  behalf  of  debtors.  But, 
though  I  am  not  disposed  to  object  to  the  indul- 
gence of  such  sympathies,  I  wuuld  remark  that 
they  certainly  ought  to  be  chastened  and  qualified 
by  the  consideration  that,  whenever  a  debtor  is 
protected  in  his  refusal  to  pay  his  debts,  he  is  left 
in  possession  of  the  property  of  another.  How 
are  debts  in  general  contracted  ?  A  man  borrows 
money,  purchases  property,  or  obtains  the  personal 
services  of  another,  for  which  he  becomes  not 
only  legally,  but  morally,  bound  to  pay.  It  is 
true  he  may  be  overtaken  by  misfortune ;  he  may 
be  touched  by  the  hand  of  the  Almighty  ;  the 
very  elements  may  conspire  against  him  ;  and,  by 
these  means,  his  inability  to  comply  with  his  con- 
tracts may  be  produced.  But,  in  how  many  in- 
stances do  debtors  go  on  in  a  course  of  heedless 
conduct,  and  extravagant  living,  and,  with  their 
eyes  open,  waste  the  property  of  another,  well 
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knowing  that  when  the  day  of  payment  shall  ar- 
rive, they  will  be  found  wanting.  In  the  dark 
catalogue  of  human  woes,  Mr.  H.  said,  he  would 
venture  to  assert  that  a  large  portion  of  misery 
pjesented  to  our  view,  would  be  found  to  result 
from  the  fraudulent  conduct  of  debtors.  The  re- 
fusal of  debtors  to  pay  their  just  debts — the  fraud- 
ulent concealment,  or  careless  dissipation  of  their 
effects,  had  brought  innumerable  creditors  to  ruin 
and  despair.  Many  a  father  of  a  family  had  been 
thus  reduced  to  poverty,  and  found  himself  unable 
to  supply  his  wife  and  children  with  the  necessa- 
ries ot  life.  Many  a  widow  has  been  brought  to 
abject  penury.  Many  an  orphan  had  been  robbed 
of  the  "food  convenient"  both  for  the  body  and 
the  mind.  But  such  cases  excite  no  commisera- 
tion— theirs  are  unobtrusive  sorrows. 

On  the  ground  merely  of  feeling  and  sympathy, 
(putting  justice  and  expediency  out  of  the  ques- 
tion,) Mr.  H.  was  therefore  disposed  to  doubt, 
whether  debtors,  as  a  class,  were  more  entitled  to 
sympathy  and  protection  than  creditors.  But, 
said  Mr.  H.,  on  principles  of  enlarged  philanthro- 
py, and  of  public  policy,  he  was  fully  convinced 
that  the  welfare  of  mankind  did  require  that  an 
honest  and  insolvent  debtor  should  be  relieved,  not 
only  from  continued  imprisonment,  but,  under  cer- 
tain circumstances,  even  from  future  liability.  By 
whatever  means  (except  fraud)  a  man  may  have 
become  actually  insolvent,  the  interests  of  society 
seemed  to  demand  that  his  future  exertions  should 
not  bo  wholly  lost.  A  man  worn  down  by  the 
accumulated  weight  of  debts  which  he  can  never 
hopelo  satisfy,  left  subject  to  the  daily  assaults  of 
creditors,  all  struggling  to  extort  the  last  farthing 
of  his  daily  earnings,  must  be  borne  down  to  the 
earth  by  the  calamities  of  his  situation,  and  will 
be  found  incapable  of  becoming  a  useful  or  honor- 
able member  of  society.  Such  a  man,  being  de- 
prived of  the  stimulus  of  hope,  and  left  wholly 
under  the  influence  of  his  fears,  will  have  his 
exertions  paralyzed,  and  his  bosom  will  be  the 
seat  of  hopeless  despair.  I  would  be  disposed,  said 
Mr.  H.,  to  relieve  such  a  man — to  rescue  him  from 
his  abject  condition,  and  make  him  useful,  if  not 
happy.  I  would  make  him  free,  give  a  new  im- 
pulse to  his  industry  and,  without  doing  any  es- 
sential injury  to  creditors,  render  an  immense  ser- 
vice, to  the  community.  But  here  the  gentlemen 
sound  the  alarm,  that  I  am  advocating  a  bankrupt 
law.  Names,  said  .Mr.  H.,  are  not  things.  Call 
it  what  you  may,  the  system  I  am  disposed  to  ad- 
vocate is  this:  I  would  subject  the  person  of  a 
debtor  to  arrest,  under  an  execution  against  the 
body — not  as  a  punishment — not  in  satisfaction  of 
the  debt — but  as  the  only  effectual  mean>  of  obtain- 
ing from  him  his  property.  But  as  soon  as  this 
object  was  accomplislied,  that  is  to  say,  the  mo- 
ment a  surrender  of  his  property  to  his  creditor 
was  made,  or  a  declaration  on  oath  was  given 
that  he  possessed  no  property,  I  would  release  his 
person  from  imprisonment,  subject  only  to  the 
penalties  which  might  follow  the  conviction  of 
having  taken  a  false  oath.  So  far  my  plan  em- 
braces the  principles  only  of  an  insolvent  law. 
But,  said  Mr.  H.,  I  would  be  disposed  to  go  one 


step  further,  and  provide,  that  a  debtor  who  had 
not  wasted  his  substance,  but  who,  as  soon  as  he 
had  discovered  his  situation,  and  became  sensible 
of  his  failing  circumstances,  had  come  forward, 
and  rendered  equal  justice  to  all  of  his  creditors, 
by  the  full  and  free  surrender  of  the  remnant  of 
his  estate,  should  be  released  from  further  liability. 
In  other  words,  said  Mr.  H.,  I  would  provide  a 
mild  and  judicious  bankrupt  law,  so  qualified  and 
guarded  as  to  prevent  fraud,  avoid  all  oppression, 
secure  the  just  rights  of  creditors,  and  extend  ef- 
fectual relief  to  all  honest  debtors.  I  would  have 
a  system  so  modified,  as  lo  embrace  within  its 
provisions  every  class  in  the  community,  and  to 
extend  to  each  that  relief  most  appropriate  to  their 
respective  situations — a  system  of  bankruptcy 
which  might  be  made  compulsory  on  traders  in 
certain  situations,  and  might  be  voluntarily  em- 
braced by  all  others. 

Now,  I  will  freely  acknowledge,  said  Mr.  H., 
that  my  strongest  objection  to  this  bill  arises  from 
its  total  inefiicacy,  and  its  being  calculated  to 
postpone,  and  perhaps  prevent  the  adoption  of  the 
only  eflectual  and  adequate  remedy — a  mild  and 
uniform  system  of  bankruptcy.  Sir,  said  Mr.  H., 
gentlemen  have  submitted  some  appalling  state- 
ments of  the  number  of  insolvent  debtors  who  have 
been  imprisoned  in  the  United  States.  They  have 
stated  that,  m  one  of  our  commercial  cities,  there 
has  been,  on  an  average,  upwards  of  one  thousand 
persons  imprisoned  for  debt  in  a  year,  and  they 
calculate  that  between  fifteen  and  twenty  thousand 
debtors  have  been  annually  imprisoned  in  the  Uni- 
ted States.  Now,  taking  these  statements  to  be 
correct,  they  seem  to  prove,  conclusively,  that  this 
bill  ought  not  to  pass.  It  is  not  the  proper  reme- 
dy, because  it  is  not  co-extensive  with  the  evil. 
In  the  city  alluded  to,  in  which  it  is  stated  that  a 
thousand  debtors  have  been  imprisoned  in  a  year. 
It  has  been  proved,  by  documents  produced  before 
the  Senate,  that  only  a  solitary  individual  was 
confined  under  a  process  issued  from  the  United 
States  courts,  and  by  the  same  ratio  fifteen  or 
twenty  persons  only  could  have  been  so  impri- 
soned out  of  the  twenty  thousand  debtors.  Of 
these  twenty,  a  majority  were  probably  confined 
on  debts  due  to  the  Government,  to  which  the  pro- 
visions of  this  bill  were  not  intended  to  apply — so 
that  of  this  immense  mass  of  debtors,  (all  of  whom 
the  gentlemen  consider  to  be  honest  and  insol- 
vent,) ten  or  twelve  only  could  obtain  relief  from 
this  bill,  and  the  whole  of  the  remainder  would 
be  left  to  suffer,  under  all  the  evils  which  the  gen- 
tlemen have  so  forcibly  depicted. 

Now,  said  Mr.  H.,  if  the  accounts  we  have  had 
be  not  greatly  exaggerated — if  these  persons  be  en- 
tilled  to  relief — it  is  our  solemn  duty  to  provide  an 
effectual  relief.  But,  to  pass  this  bill,  confined  as 
it  is  entirely  to  the  courts  of  the  United  States — 
and  even  in  those  courts  limited  to  a  particular 
class  of  debtors — and  to  call  this  "abolishing  im- 
prisonment for  debt,"  is  little  else  than  solemn 
mockery.  The  people  are  asking  for  bread,  and 
we  give  them  a  stone. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  H.  we  have  had  numerous  peti- 
tions praying  for  an  uniform  bankrupt  or  insolvent 
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law:  we  have  not  had  one.  asking  for  ihe  relief, 
the  bill  proposes  to  extend.     The  Constitution  has 
given  to  us,  for  wl^e  and  humane  purposes,  the 
power  of  providing  a  uniform  system  of  relief  to  , 
all  honest  debtors ;  a  system  to  pervade  the  whole 
country — to  embrace  all  classes  and  conditions  ot 
men — to  apply  to  all  of  the  courts,  as  well  of  the 
Stales  as  of  the  Union ;  and,  insttad  of  Jicting  pa- 
ternally  on  this  great  authority,  for  thr  mainte- 
nance  of  credit,  the  relief  of  distress,  and  the  ts- 
tablishment  of  justice,  we  are  about  to  do — what  ? 
Why,  to  adopt  a  wretched  system  of  temporary, 
partial,  and    ineffectual    relief  to  a  few  suliury  | 
cases ;  cases  picked  out  of  the  mtiss  of  unfortunate 
debtors — and  we  are  about  to  do  this,  by  means 
calculated  to  destroy  credit,  favor  fraud,  and  im- , 
pair  the  character  of  our  court.^  and  of  the  people.  , 
For  such  a  system,  (cull  it  by  what  popular  name 
you  please.)  he  would  never  give  his  vote. 

But  we  are  told,  said  Mr.  H.,  that  a  bankrupt 
law,  however  just  and   necessary,  cannot   pass. 
This,  Mr.  H.  was  convinced,  was  a  mistake.     It 
may  be  true,  that  such  a  system  as  that  of  Eng- 
land, or  such  a  plan  as  that  introduced   into  the 
House  of  Representatives  last  year,  may  not  pass, 
and   Mr.  H.  was  not  prepared    to  advocate  either 
of  them.     But,  that  a  mild  and  judicious,  though 
effectual  system  would  meet  the  approbation  of; 
tie  Senate,  distinctly  appears  from  the  declara-  . 
tions  of  the  gentlemen,  made  in  debate  on  this  tloor. 
Mr.  H.  was  willing  to  adopt  the  sentiments  ot 
Lord  Coke,  which  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
had   quoted    with   approbation,   •*  that,    although 
measures,  right  in  thtmselves,  often  failed  m  the 
beginning,  they  invariably  prevailed  in  the  end."  j 
Mr.  H.  said  there  was  one  view  of  the  subject ; 
which  made  it  his  duty  earnestly  to  press  tiiis  mat- 
ter on  the  consideration  of  the  House.     Hitherto, 
every  State  in  the  Union  had  provided  some  sys-  j 
tem  of  insolvency,  by  which  debtors  were  released  | 
from  imprisonment,  and    the  rights  of  creditors  ' 
were  intended  to  be  protected.     These  laws  were, 
it  is  true,  very  contradictory  and  various,  and  cer- 
tainly were  not,  in  general,  founded  on  the  wisest  . 
and  most  judicious  principle.     But,  in  the  absence 
of  a  uniform  system   of  bankruptcy,  these  laws 
were  essential  for  the  preveniion  of  the  greatest 
injustice,  and  the  most  extensive  ami  accuuiulaltd 
misery.     But,  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  had,  in  the  case  of  Sturges  and  Crownin- 
shield,  made  a  decision,  the  efft-ct  of  which,  it  was  , 
supposed,  would  be  to  render  void  the  State  insol-  j 
vent  laws,  and  thus  the  mass  of  debtors  through- 
out the  Union  will  be  thrown  upon  the  United 
States,  from  whom  ai^ne  they  can  obtain  relief. 
They  are  every  where,  said  Mr.  H.,  looking  up  to 
us  for  relief.    Can  we,  under  these  circumstances,  j 
refuse  to  exercise  a  power  pres>ed   upon  us  by  so 
many   and  such   powerful   considerations?     He 
hoped  not.     But,  said  Mr.  H.,  if  gentlemen  cannot 
or  will  not  provide  this  tffectual  remedy,  he  would 
ask,  where  is  tiie  ntcesaity  of  passing  this  bill  ' 
Why  should  the  processes  in  the  courts  of  the 
United   States  be  rendered   ditTereut   from  those 
which  prevail  in  the  Slates  respectively?     The 
laws  of  the  States  were,  in  general,  and  ought  to 


be,  the  laws  of  the  court'*  of  the  United  Slates. 
He  thought  that  it  would  be  wise  that  each  State 
should  be  left  to  regulate  the  mesne  as  well  as  final 
process  to  which  it»  citizens  should  be  subjected. 
In  regulating  the  courts  of  the  United  Stales  by  a 
rule  different  from  that  which  prevails  in  the 
courts  of  the  respective  States,  evils  may  be  intro- 
duced, of  the  extent  of  which  no  gentleman  here 
can  be  fully  aware.  The  decision  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,  before  alluded  to,  calls  ^ 
upon  us,  with  the  imperative  voice  of  duty,  justice, 
and  humanity,  to  exert  our  power  to  remedy  these 
evils.  But  where  is  the  nects-ity  of  regulating  the 
process  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States  ?  Make 
them,  in  all  cases,  similar  to  those  used  in  the 
State  courts,  and  then  each  State  will  be  able  to 
use,  or  not  to  use,  the  bail  writs,  and  executions 
against  the  bodv.  as  the  convenience  and  welfare 
of  their  own  citizens  may  require. 

There  is  another  view  of  thi^  subject,  entitled  to 
some  weight.  In  one  or  more  of  the  States,  it  ap- 
pears (from  the  statements  of  gentlemen)  that 
land  cannot  be  sold  under  execution,  except  for 
two-tiiirds  of  its  appraised  value;  and  we  are 
gravely  told  that,  under  existing  circumstances,  it 
never  brings  that  amount.  Then,  it  follows,  that, 
under  this  bill,  the  owner  of  real  estate,  in  some 
parts  of  the  Union,  is  to  be  wholly  exonerated 
from  his  debts.  If  you  could  take  his  body,  you 
might,  by  tiiat  means  compel  him  to  sell  his  lands, 
and  pay  his  debts.  But  here,  as  his  lands  cannot 
be  sold,  and  his  body  cannot  be  taken,  he  may  live 
in  splendor  while  his  creditor  (from  whom,  per- 
haps, he  procured  the  vt  ry  property  he  retains)  i:i 


starving. 


On  the  first  section  of  thi.-.  bill,  which  confines 
bail  writs  to  certain  spicified  cases,  Mr.  H.  said 
he  was  not  disposed  to  enter  into  any  argument. 
If  the  views  he  had  endeavored  to  inculcate  were 
in  any  degree  correct,  it  would  follow  that  bail^ 
writs  ought  not  to  be  abolished,  but  some  provi- 
sion should  be  made  by  which  a  debtor  should  be 
permuted  either  to  give  bail,  or  be  entitled  to  his 
discharge  on  the  surrender  of  his  property.  Mr. 
H.  believed  that  bail  writs  not  unfrequently  en- 
abled creditors  to  arrest  their  debtors  lu  a  course 
of  heedless  extravagance,  and  by  these  means  to 
secure  a  portion  of  their  debt>  ;  but  he  feared  that, 
under  this  bill,  creditors  might  behold  the  sub- 
stance of  their  debtors  wasting  away  during  the 
years  which  are  often  consumed  in  a  law  .«iuit, 
with  the  very  comfortable  prospect  of  obtaining, 
in  the  end,  a  judgment  winch  could  be  levied 
neither  on  the  person  nor  the  property  of  the 
debtor,  and  which  could  not  be  rendered  operative 
until  every  particle  of  property  had  been  di^sipated. 

I  confess,  said  Mr.  H..  I  have  strong  objections 
to  all  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  which  relate  to 
the  Govtntmtnt ;  and  which  create  what  apjieared 
to  his  mind  to  be  a  very  unjust  distinction  between 
the  Government  and  individual^.  Apprehending 
that  some  of  the  provisions  of  the  bill  might  ope- 
rate injuriously  on  suitors,  you  exempt  the  United 
States  from  t.'iem.  The  body  of  a  debtor  may  be 
taken  by  a  capias,  at  the  suit  of  the  United  Slates, 
but  not  at  the  suit  of  a  citizen.     Now,  if  on  prin- 
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ciple,  and  as  a  matter  of  justice,  and  of  right,  '  expediency;  so  that  the  committee,  having  a  full 
"  every  debtor  must  Im?  considered  honest  and  in-  view  of  the  whole  ground,  might  be  able  to  digest 
solvent,  until  the  contrary  shall  be  proved," — if,  such  a  plan  as  should  be  best  adapted  lo  the  cir- 
as  gentlemen  insist,  "society  has  no  right  to  im-  cumstancesof  the  country, and  best  promote  those 
prison  such  a  man,"  how  do  gentlemen  reconcile  wise  and  beneficent  objects  which  we  all  hare  in 
this  exception  with  their  own  principles?     And    view. 

if  the  apprehension  of  loss  and  injury  to  the  Gov-  i  Mr.  H.  concluded,  by  moving  that  the  bill  be 
ernment,  makes  it  necessary  or  prudent  to  except  committed  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
from  the  operation  of  the  bill  the  suits  brought  by  with  instructions  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
the  United  States,  ought  not  the  same  principle  lo  of  providing  by  law  for  the  release  of  all  persons 
extend  to  suits  brought  by  individuals  ?  Can  you,  who  may  be  arrested  for  debt,  by  virtue  of  any 
with  any  show  of  justice  or  consistency,  refuse  lo  process  issued  from  the  State  courts,  or  courts  of 
extend  a  liumane,  wise,  and  safe  rule  to  all  suits  ,  the  United  Slat*^.  when  such  persons  shall  render 
whatsoever,  and  if  the  rule  be  unsafe,  can  you  in  on  oath  a  schedule  of  all  their  property  and  execute 
honor  and  conscience  make  it  obligatory  on  indi-  an  assignment  thereof  for  the  benefit  of  i heir  cred- 
viduals  /  Can  you  with  justice  apply  one  rule  to  iiors  ;  and  that  the  committee  do  further  inquire 
your  own  suits,  and  a  ditferent  one  to  the  suits  of  how  far  it  may  be  expedient  to  provide  by  law  for 
others?  Sir,  said  Mr.  H.,  the  citizens  of  this  the  release  of  such  debtors  from  further  liability, 
country  have  a  riglit  t(j  demand  at  your  hands  n/aking.  at  the  same  time,  suitable  provision  for 
that  you  should  mak<^  no  unjust  or  injurious  dis- ,  the  prevention  and  punishment  of  fraud  and  con- 
tinctions,  and  if  you  open  your  courts  to  them  all,  ;  cealmenl. 

you  are  bound  to  ap()ly  to  them  the  same  rules,  i       When  Mr.  H.  had  concluded — 
and  afford  them  the  same  remedies,  that  are  used  j      Mr.  Tayloh,  of  Virginia,  spoke  in  answer  to 
by  the  Government.     It  is  an  odious  practice,  one  !  ^r.  Hayne,  and  in  favor  of  the  bill  before  the 
borrowed  Irom   the   monarchies  of  Europe,  that  ;  Senate;  he  was  opposed  to  its  commitment. 
Governments,  when  they  go  into  a  court  of  justice. ,      ^r.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  made  some  remarks  in 
should  be  placed  on  a  better  footing  than  individ- !  relation  to  the  connexion  between  the  principles 


uals.  It  is  a  principle  that  is  calculated  to  shake 
the  confidence,  and  destroy  the  attachment  of  our 
citizens  to  their  country,  and  if  we  wish  that  our 
institutions  should  be  cherished  in  the  alfections 
of  the  people,  we  ought,  with  "'  even-handed  just 


of  this  bill  and  a  system  of  bankruptcy.  He  re- 
viewed the  course  which  had  been  pursued  in  re- 
lation to  former  bills  to  establish  systems  of  bank- 
ruptcy. He  thought  Congress  was  hardly  pre- 
pared, at  this  late  period  of  the  session,  to  go  into 


ice,"  to  extend  equal  protection  and  apply  the  same  •  thefliscussion  of  the  various  provisions  of  a  bank 
rules  to  all.  ;  rupt  bill. 


In  every  view,  then,  said  Mr.  H.,  which  he 
could  take  of  this  bill,  he  was  compelled  to  oppose 
It.     He  was  willing,  nay,  most  anxious,  that  some 


Mr.  Hayne  replied  to  Mr.  Holmes. 
Mr.  Talbot  opposed  the  commitraent  of  the 
bill,  and  advocated  its  passage  to  a  third  reading 


relief  should  bf' extended  lo  hone-t  and  insolvent  |  _uot  as  the   best  system  that  could  be  adopted, 


debtors,  but  he  wished  that  relief  to  be  founded  on 
40und  principles,  lo  be  salutary,  efficient,  and, 
above  all,  commensurate  with  the  evil.  He  had 
mdulged  the  ho|>e  that  such  a  system  as  he  was 
disposed  to  advocate  would  have  Ix-en  reported  by 
the  Judiciary  C'ommiltee,  lo  whom  had  l)een  re- 


but as  better,  for  the  relief  of  the  unfortunate 
debtor,  than  the  existing  laws.  He  denied  the 
power  of  Congress  lo  pass  insolvent  laws. 

Mr.  Van  Blren  considered  that  the  recommit- 
ment of  the  bill  would  be  tantamount  to  its  rejec- 
tion, for  the  present  session,  at  least.     He  went 


lerred,  earlv  in  the  session,  a  number  of  petitions  I         •  ,   -,    •  ,,     ..^^„  ,i  ,  „,^u„uu  r«c.,it  «f 

.      ,  '         •     .u  u     I     m      II    I    J  .1,    !  on  to  remark,  briciiv,  upon  the  probable  result  oi 

(and  among  them,  one  which   Mr.  H.  had  the'  _   ..__  .u  .  kfn 


honor  to  present  from  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
of  Charleston.)  all  praying  for  a  uniform  bankrupt 
or  insolvent  law.  Such  a  law,  said  Mr.  H.,  could 
only  be  digested,  and  it>  detaiU  be  arranged,  in  a 
committee,  and,  in  order  to  li*st  the  opinion  of  the 


again  committing  the  bill. 

Mr.  Macon  spoke  in  favor  of  the  passage  of 
this  bill,  and  commented  upon  the  effects  of  im- 
prisonment for  debt,  in  relation  to  individuab, 
and  to  the  community  at  large. 

Mr.  Noble  moved  the  indefinite  postponement 


Senate  on  the  bill  before  them,  as  well  as  to  as  rni  • 

certain  whether  they  concurred  in  the  views  he    of  the  whole  subject.     This  motion  was  put,  and 

had  submitted,  he  would  move  that  the   bill  "  to    decided  in   the   negative— yeas   11»,   nays  20,  as 


abolish  imprisonment  for  debt."  be  committed  to 
the  Judiciary  Committee,  with  certain  iusiruc- 
lions,  which  he  would  now  submit.  The  vote  on 
committing  the  bill,  he  was  willing  to  consider  as 
A  decision  on  its  merits,  and  he  would  not  call  for 
a  vote  on  his  instructions,  unless  that  decision 
should  be  against  the  bill.  It  would  be  perceived 
that  the  instructions  were  not  intended  to  point 
out  the  {^articular  provisions  of  any  bill  on  this 
subject,  but  were  so  drawn  as  to  embrace  in  the 
inquiry  the  whole  subject  of  bankrupt  and  insol- 
vent laws,  both  as  to  their  constitutionality  and 


follows; 

Yka»— Mcs«r».  Barton,  Bell,  Chandler,  Clayton, 
D'Wolf,  Dickerson,  Edwjirds,  Gaillard,  Hayne,  King 
of  New  York,  Knight,  .Mills,  Noble,  Palmer,  Parrotl, 
Rugglee,  Seymour,  Van  Dyke,  and  Williams. 

Nats — Meesrii.  Barbour,  Benton,  Branch,  Eaton, 
Findlay,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Ken- 
tucky, Henry  Johnson,  Jusiah  8.  Johnston,  Keliy, 
Lloyd  of  .Massachusetts,  Lowrie,  Macon,  Smith,  TaU 
hot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Taylor  ol  V  irginia,  Thomas, 
and  Van  Buren. 

Mr.  Findlay  supported  the  motion  to  recommit 
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the  bill,  on  the  ground  that  it  required  amendnaent 
in  its  details. 

The  question  on  committing  the  bill,  with  the 
instructions  prupo>ed  by  Mr.  Hayne,  was  divided  ; 
and  first  taken  on  committing  merely.  This  was 
carried  in  the  affirmative — 18  to  17. 

On  the  question  upon  instructing  the  commit- 
tee, as  proposed  by  Mr.  Hayne,  a  few  remarks 
were  made  by  the  mover,  and  Messrs.  Mills  and 
Van  Buren.  The  latter  part  of  those  instruc- 
tions, which  respects  the  inquiry  into  the  expe- 
diency of  releasing  those  debtors  who  make  as- 
signments of  their  property  for  the  benefit  of  their 
creditors  from  further  liability,  was  agreed  to,  and 
the  other  part  was  rejected. 


Wednesday,  April  7. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Chandler,  the  Committee 
on  the  Militia  Were  discharged  from  the  consid- 
eration of  the  memorial  of  the  Society  of  Shakers 
in  New  York  ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Mills,  the 
said  motion  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  have  passed  a  bill, 
entitled  ''An  act  providing  for  the  appointment 
of  an  agent  for  the  0>age  Indians,  west  of  the 
State  ot  Missouri,  and  Territory  of  Arkansas; 
and  for  other  purposes,"  in  which  they  request  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

DRAWBACK  OX  CORD.\GE. 

The  bill  "to  allow  drawback  on  the  exporta- 
tion of  cordage,  manufactured  uf  foreign  hemp," 
was  taken  up  for  consideration  in  Couiiniltee  of 
the  Whole. 

Mr.  U'WoLr  made  a  few  remarks  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  Mr.  Lanman  moved  a  new  section  to 
the  bill,  limiting  its  operation  to  the  term  of  three 
years.     This  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Talbot  thought  the  bill  ought  to  be  post- 
poned, until  some  decision  should  be  had  upon 
the  Tariff  bill,  now  before  the  other  House.  He 
moved  the  postponement  of  the  bill  to  Monday 
next. 

Mr.  Smith  opposed  the  postponement,  and  ad- 
vocated the  bill,  to  which  Mr.  Talbot  refilled. 
He  opposed  the  allowance  of  drawback  on  cord- 
age manufactured  of  foreign  hemp,  on  the  ground 
of  its  prejudicial  operation  upon  the  domestic 
growth  of  hemp. 

Mr.  RuGOLEd  spoke  in  favor  of  the  bill.     He 
denied  the  position  that  the  drawback  would  op- 
erate against  the  hemp  of  our  own  growth — the 
drawback  being  already  allowed  on  the  exporta- 
tion of  the  hemp,  if  nut  manufactured.  He  thought  j 
the  indjkjsiry  and  skill  of  our  own  citizens  ought  ; 
to  be  encouraged,  by  giving  them  the  privilege  of  i 
exporting  this  article,  with  the  benefit  of  draw-  ' 
back,  when  it  has  received  the  additional  value  j 
which  their  labor  has  given  to  it.     He  adverted, 
to  the  policy  of  England  in  regard  to  her  draw-' 
back  system,  and  he  contended  that  this  measure 
would  give  additional  aid  to  our  commercial  and 
manulacturing  interests,  and  place  us,  in  forei'^n 
markets,  on  a   footing  with  the   Ent^libh.      He 


spoke  particularly  of  the  advantages  that  would 
result  to  us,  in  our  trade  to  South  America,  by  the 
allowance  of  drawback  on  this  article. 

Mr.  Dickerson  objected  to  any  connexion  be- 
tween this  bill  and  the  tariff  bill.  He  was  op- 
posed to  the  principles  of  the  bill,  and  in  favor  of 
postponement. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  thought  the  only 
consideration  in  favor  of  the  {>ostponement  of 
this  subject,  was,  its  connexion  with  the  tariff 
bill.  It  had  been  for  a  long  while  before  the  Se- 
nate ;  and  the  short  lime  which  remained  for  the 
transaction  of  the  great  mass  of  business  before 
Congress,  seemed  to  require,  that  it  should  be 
acted  upon.  He  should,  therefore,  vole  against 
postponement.  He  combatted  the  idea  that  the 
measure  would  injure  our  domestic  growth  of 
hemp.  He  thought  it  a  narrow  policy,  indeed,  to 
allow  the  drawback  upon  the  imported  rnw  mate- 
rial, and  deny  it  upon  the  same  article,  when 
mannfactHrtd  in  our  own  country.  He  adverted 
to  the  beneficial  effects  which  had  resulted  from 
the  allowance  ol*  drawback  upon  other  articles, 
and  to  tiie  general  advantages  of  the  drawback 
system,  which  iiad  been  adopted  as  one  of  our 
principles  of  trade,  from  the  very  origin  of  our 
Government. 

Mr.  LowRiE  said,  that  he  had  found  reason  to 
change  some  of  the  opinions  which  induced  hira 
to  vote  against  this  bill,  at  the  last  session  ;  but 
he  still  entertained  some  doubts  on  the  subject, 
and  his  vote  would  now  depend  on  the  result  of 
the  tariff  bill  before  the  other  House.  He  should 
be  willing  to  vote  for  this  bill,  if  it  were  so  modi- 
fied as  to  include  hemp  of  domestic  growth.  He 
was  not  willing  to  do  any  thing  to  hurt  the  growth 
of  this  article,  in  our  own  country;  as  he  thought  its 
encouragement  necessary  to  render  us  really  inde- 
pendent of  foreign  nations.  If  the  drajwback,  or 
bounty,  were  given  on  all  cordage  exported,  with- 
out designation,  it  would  tend  to  encourage  the 
domestic  growth  of  hemp.  It  the  encouragement 
proposed  in  the  bill  now  before  the  other  House, 
were  extended,  he  believed  it  would  not  be  neces- 
sary to  make  such  a  provision  in  this  bill,  as  that 
to  which  he  had  alluded.  This  he  considered  a 
very  important  bill.  If  the  drawback  were  al- 
lowed on  this  article,  he  did  not  see  why  it  should 
not  also  be  allowed  on  iron,  glass,  and  other  ar- 
ticles. He  was  willing,  however,  to  adopt  the 
measure,  in  relation  to  cordage,  provided  the  ob- 
jection he  had  stated,  could  be  removed.  He  was 
in  favor  of  postponement. 

Mr.  D'Wolf  again  rose  in  support  of  the  bill ; 
brielly  recapitulating,  and  referring  to  the  reasons 
he  had  urged  in  favor  of  it,  on  its  former  discus- 
sion. 

Mr.  Talbot  spoke  of  the  advantages  possessed 
by  the  Western  States  for  the  growth  of  hemp — 
he  believed  that,  with  a  reasonable  degree  of  en- 
couragement, six  of  the  Western  States  would,  in 
a  short  lime,  produce  a  sufficient  quantity  of  this 
article  to  supply  the  consumption  of  the  country. 
He  avowed  his  perfect  readiness  to  vote  for  this 
bill,  if  its  friends  were  willing  to  extend  its  ad- 
vantages as  well  to  the  domestic  as  to  the  foreign 
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article;  and  intimated  his  willingness  to  withdraw 
his  motion  to  postpone  >  and  to  move  that  the 
bill  should  be  amended,  by  striking  out  from  it 
the  word  "/yrfi///»,"  and  thereby  do  away  the  dis- 
tinction objected  to. 

Mr.  Eaton  hoped  that  the  gentleman  would 
not  withdraw  his  motion  for  postponement ;  and 
stated  some  reasons  which  induced  him  to  wish 
that  the  bill  might  be  fHjstponed  for  the  present. 
To  this  Mr.  Talbot  assented;  and  the  bill  was 
postponed  to  Monday  next. 

INDIAN  FUR  TRADE. 

The  bill  "  to  enable  the  President  to  carry  into 
effect  the  treaty  made  at  Ghent,  the  24th  Decem- 
ber, 1814,  excluding  foreigners  from  trade  and 
intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes  within  the 
United  States,  and  to  preserve  the  fur  trade  within 
the  limits  of  the  said  United  States  to  American 
citizens,"  was  agairi  taken  up  for  consideration; 
Mr.  Knight  was  called  to  the  chair.  The  ques- 
tion was,  upon  an  amendment  offered  by  Mr. 
Barton,  proposing  a  new  section  as  a  substitute 
for  the  third  section  of  the  bill. 

The  proposed  amendment  provides  that  the 
office  of  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs,  at  St. 
Louis,  and  the  present  Indian  Agency,  on  the 
waters  of  the  Upper  Missouri,  shall  be  abolished; 
and  authorizes  the  President  to  appoint  Indian 
Agents,  to  be  stationed  among  the  Indian  tribes, 
on  the  waters  of  the  Upper  Missouri.  It  makes 
it  the  duty  of  the  Superintendents  and  Agents  of 
Indian  Affairs  to  prevent  all  citizens  of  the  United 
States  from  hunting  and  trapping,  on  any  Indian 
lands,  and  to  enforce  the  laws  against  all  such 
persons  as  shall  be  guilty  of  those  offences — for 
which  purpose,  these  superintendents  and  agents 
are  to  be  authorised  to  call  upon  the  nearest  mili- 
tary posts  of  the  United  States  for  aid. 

Mr.  Barton  explained  the  objects  of  the  amend- 
ment be  had  proposed.  Mr.  Benton  opposed, 
at  considerable  length,  the  first  part  of  the  amend- 
ment, providing  for  the  abolition  of  the  offices 
therein  specified  ;  but  was  willing  to  adopt  the 
latter  part  of  it,  and  tBus  re-enact  the  provisions 
ot  an  act  for  1802. 

Mr.  LowRiE  moved  to  amend  the  amendment, 
by  striking  out  that  part  which  propdses  to  abol- 
ish the  present  Indian  Agency  on  the  Upper 
Missouri.     This  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Barton  replied  to  the  remarks  of  Mr. 
Bbnton,  in  relation  to  the  proposed  amendment. 

Mr.  Benton  again  addressed  the  Senate,  against 
the  proposition  to  abolish  the  office  of  Superin- 
tendent of  Indian  Affairs,  at  St.  Louis. 

Without  taking  the  "question  on  the  amend- 
ment, ihe^enate  adjourned  till  to-morrow. 


Thursday,  April  8. 

The  President  communicated  a  letter  from  the 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  the 
general  accounts  from  the  1st  of  July,  1S22,  to 
the  30th  June,  1823 ;  which  was  read,  and  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  the 


Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  was  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  petition  of  James 
Lloyd,  of  Indiana,  who  prays  for  a  pension,  in 
consequence  of  wounds  received  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  as  a  marine;  and,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Noble,  the  petitioner  had  leave  to  with- 
draw bis  papers. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Noble,  the  Committee  on 
Pensions  were  discharged  from  the  consideration 
of  the  petition  of  Elkanah  English,  and  of  David 
Martin. 

Mr.  Hayne  presented  the  petition  of  John 
pioomfield  and  others,aliensof  the  city  of  Charles- 
ton, in  South  Carolina,  praying  for  such  a  modifi- 
cation of  the  alien  laws,  as  will  facilitate  the  na- 
turalization of  aliens;  which  was  read,  and  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  bill  Irom  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  "An  act  providing  for  the  appointment 
of  an  agent  for  the  Osage  Indians,  west  of  the 
State  of  Missouri  and  Territory  of  Arkansas,  and 
for  other  purposes,"  was  read,  and  passed  to  a 
second  reading. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  in- 
sist on  their  disagreement  to  the  first  amend- 
ment to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appro- 
priations for  the  support  of  the  Navy  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  for  the  year  1824 ;"  they  agree  to  the 
conference  asked  by  the  Senate  on  the  disagreeing 
votes  of  the  two  Houses,  on  said  amendment,  and 
have  appointed  managers  at  the  same  on  their 
part. 

IMPRISONMENT  FOR  DEBT. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  rose  to  request  some 
member  who  voted  for  the  recommitment  of  the 
bill  "  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt,"  to  do  him 
the  favor  to  move  a  reconsideration  of  that  vote. 
His  wish  wa5  to  have  a  distinct  vote  taken  on  the 
bill.  Such  a  vote  would  not  affect  the  proposition 
contained  in  ihe  instructions  which  were  given 
to  the  committee,  on  the  recommitment  of  the  bill, 
at  the  instance  of  the  honorable  member  from 
South  Carolina.  He  did  not  wish  to  press  the 
subject  upon  the  Senate,  but  hoped  that  an  oppKjr- 
tunity  would  be  given  to  him  to  record  his  vote 
in  favor  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Thomas,  who  had  voted  in  favor  of  recom- 
mitment, moved,  in  order  to  meet  the  wishes  of 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  that  the  vote  by 
which  the  bill  was  recommitted  should  be  recon- 
sidered. ^ 

Mr,  Hayne  opposed  the  reconsideration  of  that 
vote.  He  said  he  had  stated,  when  he  made  the 
motion  to  recommit  the  bill,  that  he  wished  no 
member,  who  was  in  favor  of  the  final  passage  of 
the  bill,  would  vote  for  its  recommitment;  and 
he  considered  that  vote  as  distinctly  expressing 
the  sense  of  the  Senate  on  that  subject.  Mr.  H. 
proceeded  to  consider  the  principles  of  the  bill, 
and  said,  he  believed  it  altogether  an  inefficient 
remedy  for  the  evils  which  were  intended  to  be 
met  by  it.  With  this  view,  he  had  moved  to  in- 
struct the  committee,  on  the  recommitment  of  the 
bill,  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  instituting 
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a  general  system  of  bankruptcy.  He  hoped  the 
voFe  to  reconmiit  would  not  be  reconsidered. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  N'ir^inia,  spoke  in  favor  of  re- 
consideration; and  proceeded  to  show  why  this 
bill  ou^hl  to  be  iias2>ed.  without  reference  to  a 
bankrupt  system. 

Mr.  LouRiE  had  not  considered  the  vote  to  re- 
commit, as  deciding  against  the  eventual  passage 
of  the  bill.  But,  as  it  was  now  avowed  to  have 
taken  place  with  a  view  to  get  rid  of  the  bill,  and, 
as  he  did  not  like  to  have  it  thrown  out  of  the 
Senate  in  that  way,  he  should  vote  for  its  recon- 
sideration. 

Mr.  Mills  was  opposed  to  reconsideration.  He 
considered  the  vote  to  commit,  as  a  decision  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate,  that  the  bill,  patched  as  it 
was  with  amendments,  ou^iit  not  tu  pass,  in  its 
present  shape.  He  went  on  lo  make  some  further 
remarks  against  the  bill  itself,  and  against  the  re- 
consideration. He  thought  it  ought  not  to  be 
taken  up  again,  in  its  present  form,  at  the  present 
session  'of  Congress. 

Some  further  discussion,  involving  the  princi- 
ples of  the  bill,  took  place — in  which  Messrs.  Ma- 
con, Holmes,  of  Maine,  Johnhon,  of  Kentucky, 
Van  iJcREN,  FiNDLAV,  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts, 
Chandler,  J.  S.  Johnston,  SIills,  Taylor,  of 
Virginia,  and  Noble,  engaged.  Thecjuestion  was 
then  taken  on  reconsidering  the  vote  by  which 
the  bill  was  recommitted,  and  decided  in  the  affir- 
mative, by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bentun,  Branch,  Chandler,  Eaton, 
Findlay,  Hulmes  of  Maine,  Huimes  of  Miississippi, 
Jackson,  Johnson  o(  Kentucky,  J.  S.  Johnston.  Kelly, 
King  of  Alabama,  Lanman,  Lowrie,  Mcllvaine,  Ma- 
con, Rugglt'K.  Smith,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Taylor 
of  Virginia,  Thomas,  and  Van  Buron — 23. 

Nats— .Messrs.  Barton.  Bell,  Clayton.  D'WoIf,  Ed- 
wards, Gaillard,  Hayne,  King  of  New  York,  Knight, 
Lloyd  of  .Massachusetts,  .Mills.  Noble,  I'arrolt,  C^cy- 
mour,  Van  Dyke,  W  are,  and  Williams — \8. 

The  vote  to  recommit  the  bill  having  been  thus 
reconsidered,  the  question  again  recurred  upon 
recommitting  it.  That  (juestioa  was  decided  in 
the  negative  without  division. 

Mr.  Hay.ne  then  moved  that  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  should  be  indefinitely  post- 
poned. He  proceeded  to  show  the  objections 
which  existed,  in  his  mind,  to  the  passage  of  this 
bill.  He  was  perfectly  willing  to  vote  lor  a  sys- 
tem which  should  relieve  the  honest  debtor;  and 
he  believed  such  an  one  might  be  easily  drawn,  in 
which  the  rights  of  the  creditor  and  the  debtor 
might  be  preserved  ;  but  he  believed  this  bill  to  be 
altogether  inadequate-fo  that  effect. 

Messrs.  Van  Biren,  J.  8.  Johnston,  Branch, 
Talbot,  and  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  addressed 
the  Senate  in  favor  of  the  bill,  and  Mes.srs.  Mills 
and  Hayne  against  it. 

The«|uestion  on  postponing  the  bill  indefinitely 
was  then  put,  and  decided  in  the  negative,  by  yeas 
and  nays,  as  follows  : 

Yiis— Messrs.  Barton.  Bell.  Clavton,  D'Wolf, 
Dickerson,  Edwards,  Gaillard,  Havne,"  King  oi  New 
Vork.  Knight,  Mills,  Palmer,  Parroti,  Kuggles,  Sev- 
mour,  \  an  Dyke,  Ware,  and  WUUams— 18. 


Nay8 — Messrs.  Benton.  Branch,  Chandler,  Eaton, 
Findlay,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes  of  Mitfaissippi, 
Jacka^n,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  J.  8.  Johnston,  Kelly, 
Lanman.  Lowrie,  Mcllraine,  Macon,  Smith,  Talbot, 
Taylor  of  Indiana,  Taylor  of  Virginia,  Thomas,  and 
Van  Buren — 21. 

The  Senate  having  thus  refused  to  postpone 
the  bill  indefinitely,  it  came  up  again  for  coa- 
sideration.  Some  amendments,  in  its  detaiU, 
were  proposed  by  Messrs,  Eaton,  Holmes  of 
Maine,  Talbot,  and  Van  Dyke,  and  were  agreed 
to.  The  question  was  then  take^,  on  passing  the 
bill  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time,  and 
was  carried  in  the  affirmative. 


Friday.  April  9. 
On    motion,  by  Mr.  Seymoi  r,  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary  were  discharged  from  the  consid- 
eration of  the  petition  of  James  Thomas,  and  the 
J  petitioner  had  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition  and 
papers. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  a  mem- 

:  ber  was  apjioiuted  on  the  Committee  on    Indian 

Affairs,  in  place  of  Mr.  Edward.s,  of  Illinois,  (ap- 

I  pointed   Minister  to   Mexico;)  and    Mr.   Hayne 

was  a[ipointed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  providing  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  an  Indian  agent  for  the  Osage  In- 
dians, west  of  the  State  of  Missouri  and  Territory 
of  Arkansas,  and  for  other  purposes,"  w^as  read  the 
second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs. 

IMPRISONMENT  FOR  DEBT. 

The  bill  •' to  alx)lish  imprisonment  for  debt," 
was  read  the  third  time.  Objections  were  then 
made  to  certain  parts  of  the  bill,  by  Messrs.  Lan- 
man, MiLL.s,  Van  Uyke.  and  Hayne — which 
were  replied  to  by  Messrs.  Talbot,  Van  Buren, 
and  Johnson,  of  Kentucky.  One  or  two  imma- 
terial amendments  were  made,  by  general  consent. 
An  amendment  proposed  by  Nlr.  Johnson  of  Ken- 
tucky, was  objected  to  by  Mr.  Hayne — and  one 
submitted  by  Mr.  Van  Blhen,  was  objected  lo  by 
Mr.  Lowrie;  they  could  not,  therefore,  be  received; 
as  no  amendment  can  be  considered,  after  the  third 
reading  of  a  bill,  except  by  general  consent. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  on  the  final  pas- 
sage of  the  bill,  and  carried  in  the  affirmative,  by 
yeas  and  nay^.  as  follows  : 

Ykas — Messrs.  Barbour.  Benton,  Branch,  Eaton, 
Findlay.  Holmes  of  Maine,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Ken- 
tucky, Henry  Johnson,  Josiah  S.  Johnston,  Kelly, 
King  of  Alabama,  Lanman,  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts. 
Lowrie,  Mcllvaine,  Macon,  Smith,  Talbot,  Taylor  of 
Indiana,  Taylor  of  Virginia,  Thomas,  Van  Buren, 
arjd  Williams — 24. 

Nats — .Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Chandler,  Clayton, 
D'Wolf,  Dickerson,  Edwards,  Gaillard,  Hayne,  King 
of  New  York,  Mills,  Noble,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Ruggles, 
Seymour,  Van  Dyke,  and  Ware — I'J. 

So  the  bill  passed  the  Senate, 

The  usual  question  on  the  title  being  put,  Mr. 
MiLL.s  moved  that  it  be  stricken  oui.  He  thought 
the  provisions  of  the  bill  did  not  concur  with  its 
titit — and  that  it  was  holding  out  an  appearance 
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of  a  general  abolition  of  imprisonment  for  debt, 
when  such  a  thing  was  not  to  be  effected  by  the 
bill.  He  proposed  to  substitute  the  following : 
"A  bill  to  regulate  the  processes  of  the  courts  of 
the  United  States,  in  certain  cases."  This  was 
objected  lo  by  Messrs.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky, 
Talbot,  and  Hol.mes,  of  Maine.  It  was  con- 
tended, by  the  friends  of  the  bill,  that  they  ought, 
at  least,  to  have  the  privilege  of  naming  their  own 
child — that  there  could  be  no  harm  in  leading  the 
people  to  the  sweet  belief,  for  a  few  weeks,  at 
feast,  thai  imprisonment  for  debt  was  to  be  abol- 
ished— and  that,  as  so  many  amendments  had 
been  made  in  the  bill,  the  title,  being  the  best  re- 
maining part  of  it,  ought  not  to  be  lost.  The 
question  was  then  put,  upon  striking  out  the  title 
of  the  bill,  and  decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Chandler  moved  to  amend  the  title,  by 
adding  to  it  the  words.  "  in  certain  cases,"  so  as 
to  read,  "a  bill  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt, 
in  certain  cases."  This  was  not  agreed  to.  The 
original  title  was  approved  :  and  the  bill  sent  to 
the  other  House  for  concurrence. 

PROTECTION  OF  THE  FCR  TR.\DE. 
The   unfinished    business   of   Wednesday  last, 
being  the   further  consideration  of  the   bill   "to 
'enable   the   President   to   carry  into   effect   the 

*  treaty  made  at  Ghent,  the  24ih  December,  1814, 
'  excluding  foreigners  from  trade  and  intercourse 

*  with  the  Indian  tribes  within  the  United  States, 
'  and  lo  preserve 'the  fur  trade  within  the  limits 
'  of  the  said  United  States  to  American  citizens." 
was  then  taken  up;  Mr.  Knight  in  the  Chair. 

The  question  was  upon  the  adoption  of  a  new 
section,  proposed  by  Mr.  Barton,  as  a  substitute 
for  the  third  section  of  the  bill.  The  amend- 
ment provides,  that  the  office  of  superintendent 
of  Indian  affairs  at  St.  Louis  shall  be  abolished, 
and  authorizes  the  President  to  appoint  a  certain 
number  of  Indian  agents,  to  be  stationed  among 
the  Indian  tribes  on  the  waters  of  the  Upper  Mis- 
souri, It  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  superintend- 
ents and  agents  of  Indian  affairs,  to  prevent  all 
citizens  of  the  United  States  from  hunting  and 
trapping  on  any  Indian  lands,  and  to  enforce  the 
laws  against  all  such  per.sons  as  shall  be  guilty  of 
those  offences  ;  for  which  purpose,  the  superin- 
tendents and  agents  are  to  be  authorized  to  call 
upon  the  nearest  military  posts  of  the  United 
States  for  aid. 

On  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Benton,  the  motion 
was  divided,  and  the  question  put  upon  striking 
out  the  third  section  of  the  bill,  which  authorizes 
the  appointment  of  two  sub-agents,  to  be  employed 
among  the  Indian  tribes  on  the  waters  of  ihe 
Upper  Missouri,  with  annual  salaries  of  $!800 
each.  Some  remarks  were  made  by  Messrs. 
Benton  and  Barton  ;  and,  the  question  being 
put,  the  Senate  refused  lo  strike  out  the  third 
section. 

.Mr.  Lowrie  moved  to  strike  out  the  fifth  sec- 
tion of  the  bill.  It  provides  an  appropriation  of 
S13,000  "to  enable  the  President  to  cause  a  com- 
petent military  force  to  be  transported  to,  and  sta- 
lioned  at,  such  point  on  ihe  Upper  Missouri,  as  he 


shall  deem  best  calculated  to  eflfect  the  objects  of 
this  bill."  Mr.  L.  said  he  thought  it  would  be 
quite  time  enough  for  us  to  lake  measures  for  the 
protection  of  our  fur  trade,  when  we  had  succeed- 
ed in  preventing  our  own  citizens  from  hunting 
and  trapping  on  the  Indian  territories. 

Mr.  Benton  read  some  documents  in  relation 
to  the  expense  of  the  proposed  expedition,  and  to 
prove  its  necessity  as  a  means  for  protection  to, 
and  increase  of,  our  valuable  fur  trade.  He  said 
the  only  question  was,  whether  the  fur  trade  w^as 
worth  the  expense  of  supporting  four  companies 
to  protect  it.  He  believed  it  was  well  worth  the 
ex|»ense. 

Mr.  HoLMEH.  of  Maine,  thought  that  a  single 
post  would  be  altogether  inadequate  to  the  con- 
templated object.  A  line  of  posts  would  be  ne- 
cessary, which  would  involve  the  country  in  great 
expense.  He  adverted  to  the  question  of  our  right 
to  invade  the  Indian  territory  with  an  armed 
force.  We  have  the  power  to  do  it.  but  he  de- 
nied the  right.  It  was  entering  again  into  a 
course  of  policy  which  the  Government  had,  after 
mature  deliberation,  relinquished. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  spoke  of  ihe  estab- 
lishment of  military  posts,  for  the  protection  of 
our  frontiers,  as  a  necessary  power,  and  one  which 
had  been  alway*  been  exercised  by  the  Govern- 
ment. He  contended  for  the  power  and  the  right 
of  extending  protection  against  the  aborigines  on 
the  Western  waters,  and  for  the  preservation  of 
the  fur  trade.  Mr.  J.  proceeded  to  show  ihe  ne- 
cessity of  a  military  post  in  the  quarter  of  the 
country  mentioned  in  this  bill. 

Mr.  Holme.s,  of  Maine,  replied  to  Mr.  John- 
son. He  was  disposed  to  do  every  thing  neces- 
sary for  the  f»Totection  of  the  West ;  but  did  not 
believe  thi.s  measure  to  be  requisite  for  that  pur- 
pose. He  did  not  consider  this  a  question  apper- 
taining merely  to  the  Western  country,  for  many 
of  the  Wesiern  members  had,  as  he  recollected, 
voted  ajainst  the  appropriation  for  the  Yellow 
Stone  expedition.  He  again  alluded  to  the  neces- 
sity of  a  lint  of  posts  for  the  protection  of  that  to 
be  established  by  this  bill. 

Mr.  Mills  said,  if  satisfied  of  the  necessity  of 
this  measure,  he  should  not  inquire  whether  it 
was  for  the  good  of  the  East  or  the  West,  or 
what  was  the  expense.  He  thought  the  first  part 
of  the  bill  very  proper.  As  far  as  negotiation 
went,  he  approved  it.  We  had  always  consid- 
ered these  tribes  as  independent  nations,  and 
treated  them  as  such.  He  was  willing  to  nego- 
tiate with  them  on  this  subject;  but  was  not 
willing  to  march  a  military  force  into  their  coun- 
try in  time  of  peace.  He  reverted  to  the  policy 
of  this  Government  towards  the  Indians;  to  the 
character  of  our  treaties  with  them  ;  and  ihe-ten- 
ure  by  which  they  hold  their  lands.  When  we 
are  at  war  with  these  Indian  nations,  we  have 
undoubtedly  a  right  to  march  our  troops  into,  and 
lake  possession  of,  their  country  ;  but  he  denied, 
altogether,  the  right  lo  do  this  in  time  of  peace. 
He  thought  the  Indians  were  already  sufficiently 
restricted  in  their  rights,  without  intrenching 
upon  those  which  they  possess.     They  have  as 
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good  a  right  to  carry  their  furs  to  the  British,  as 
to  any  other  traders;  as  much  so,  as  we  have  to 
sell  our  goods  to  whomsoever  we  choose.  Mr. 
M.  thought  the  principal  difticulties  with  the  In- 
dians arose  from  the  infrmgement  of  their  rights 
by  our  citizens  in  burning  and  trapping  on  the 
Indian  grounds.  He  was  in  favor  ol  sinkiog  out 
the  fifth  section. 

Mr.  Benton  replied  to  Mr.  Mills.  He  re- 
ferred to  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  as  doing 
away  the  objection  which  had  been  made  to  the 
fifth — as  it  provides  for  the  negotiation  referred 
to.  He  said  the  question  was  not,  whether  we 
should  prevent  the  Indians  from  selling  their  furs 
to  whomsoever  they  please,  but.  whether  we  shall 
prevent  British  traders  from  coming  into  our  own 
territory  to  trade  with  the  Indians.  He  spoke  of 
the  expense  which  the  country  had  incurred  in 
protecting  our  commerce  against  the  Barbary 
Powers;  and  drew  a  comparison  between  those 
Powers  and  the  Indian  tribes  on  our  Western 
frontiers. 

The  question  on  striking  out  the  fifth  section  of 
the  bill  was  then  put,  and  carried  in  the  atfirma- 
tive,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

Y»AS — Messrs.  Barbour,  Bell,  Branch,  Chandler, 
Clayton.  D'WoH',  Dickeraon,  Gaillard,  Holmes  of 
Maine,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New  York,  Knight, 
Lanman.  Lloyd  of  Alassarhusetts,  Luwrie,  Mcllvaine, 
Macon,  Mills, Nuble,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Rugglen.  Sey- 
mour, Smith,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Taylor  of  Virginia, 
Thomas,  Van  Buren,  Van  Dyke,  and  Ware — :30. 

Nats — Messrs,  Barton,  Benton,  Eaton,  Edwards, 
Findlay,  Hayne,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 
Henry  Johnson,  J.  S.  Johnston,  Kelly,  and  Talbot— 12. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  spoke  britfly  upon 
the  principles  of  the  bill,  to  which  Mr.  Benton 
replied. 

Mr.  J.  S.  Johnston  propo.>«ed  a  new  section, 
by  way  of  amendment;  which  was  the  same  as 
the  fifth  section  just  stricken  out,  except  that  the 
consent  of  the  Indian  tribes  shall  be  obtained, 
previous  to  the  establishment  of  the  contemplated 
military  post.  Mr.  J.  proceeded  to  support  the 
amendiiienl,  by  a  reference  to  our  various  rela- 
tions with  the  Indians;  he  alluded  to  the  remarks 
of  Mr.  Mills,  and  contended  for  the  right  to  es- 
tablish the  post  even  without  their  consent. 

Mr.  Mills  replied,  and  supported  the  ground  he 
had  formerly  taken  in  regard  to  the  territorial 
independence  of  the  Indians.  He  spoke  of  our 
relations  with  the  Indians  in  regard  to  civil  mat- 
ters; such  as  the  commission  of  crimes,  &c.  If 
they  commit  murders,  or  other  crimes  among 
themselves,  Mr.  M.  said,  they  were  not  held  ame- 
nable to  our  laws — they  were  considered,  by  our 
treaties,  as  distinct  nations,  and  independent  of  us. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  was  still  opposed  to 
this  project  for  sending  a  military  force  into  the 
Indian  country— he  thought  it  would  be  time 
enough  to  consider  this  plan,  after  their  consent 
bad  been  obtained  by  treaty. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Eaton,  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table,  and  the  amendments  to  be 
printed. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


Monday,  April  12. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  presented  the  petition 
of  Johri  H.  Howland,  praying  the  benefit  of  draw- 
back of  the  duty  on  two  hundred  and  thirty-seven 
boxes  of  sugar,  exported  by  himself  and  others, 
from  New  York  to  Hamburg,  in  Europe;  which' 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  to  provide  for  the 
sale  of  the  warehouse  at  the  former  quarantine 
ground,  near  the  English  Turn,  in  the  State  of 
Louisiana,  and  for  the  erection  of  a  dwelling-house 
at  the  Balize,  in  said  State,  for  the  use  of  the 
boarding  officer  at  that  place,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses, reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  same  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing 
the  executors  jf  John  B.  .Mebane  to  collect  cer- 
tain arrears  of  internal  lax,"  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  William  Thornton, 
reported  a  bill  relative  to  the  Patent  Office,  and 
to  the  salary  of  the  Superintendent  thereof; 
which  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Ruggles,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  repeal  an  act,  approved  the  3d  March,  1823,  en- 
tilled  'An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  B.  Hogan," 
reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Kelly  presented  the  petition  of  David 
Tate,  of  Alabama,  praying  payment  for  a  quantity 
of  forage,  taken  from  him  by  officers  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  in  the  year  1814,  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Dickerson,  the  Joint  Li- 
brary Committee  were  discharged  from  the  con- 
sideration of  the  petition  of  Nathaniel  Potter,  and 
others,  respecting  NewelTs  Planetarium,  and  it 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  Henry  Johnson,  from  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Aflairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  en- 
titled "An  act  providing  for  the  appointment  of 
an  Indian  agent  for  the  Osage  Indians,  west  of 
the  Slate  of  Missouri  and  Territory  of  Arkan- 
sas, and  for  other  purposes,''  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  further  to  regulate  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States; 
and,  on  motion,  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  submitted  the 
following  motion  for  consideration  : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Stales 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  communicated  to  the  Sen- 
ate so  much  of  the  correspondence  of  the  Minister 
of  the  United  States  at  the  Court  of  Lisbon,  with 
ihe  Government  of  Portugal,  as  has  reference  to  the 
commercial  relations  between  the  two  countries,  toge- 
ther with  such  other  information,  connected  therewith. 
as  may  be  in  the  possession  of  the  Government,  and 
which,  in  his  opinion,  may,  without  injury  to  the  public 
interests,  be  made  known. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
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Whole,  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  procure  the 
nece>sary  survey>,  plans,  and  estimates,  upon  the 
subject  of  roads  and  canals;"  and,  on  motion,  it 
was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Commitiee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  allowing  a  drawback  on  the  ex- 
portation of  cordage  manufactured  in  the  Uni- 
ted States  from  foreign  hemp  ;  and,  on  motion,  it 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Surveyor  General  of  the  lands  of 
the  United  States,  for  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and 
one  Surveyor  General  of  the  lands  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  State  of  Mississippi ;  and,  on  mo- 
tion, it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  to  fix  the  western 
boundary  line  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas;  and, 
on  motion,  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Colonel  William  Duane  ;  and,  on  motion,  it  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Van  Buren  laid  on  the  table  a  letter  from 
E.  Causici,  .''culptor,  announcing  the  completion 
of  the  model  ot  the  allegorical  group  intended 
for  the  Senate  Chamber ;  and  it  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the   bill  to  establish  a  Sur-  | 
veyor  General's  office  in  the  Territory  of  Arkan-  j 
sas  ;  and,  on  motion,  it  was  postponed. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  to  authorize  the 
President  to  hold  a  treaty  with  the  Indians  own- 
ing the  country  on  the  south  side  of  Lake  Supe- 
rior, for  the  purpose  of  extinguishing  their  title  to 
certain  districts  suppo.sed  to  contain  valuable 
mines  of  copper ;  and.  on  motion,  it  was  postponed 
until  Friday  next. 

Mr.  Macon  said  he  thought  it  was  quite  time 
that  Congress  should  be  looking  towa.rds  the  time 
of  adjournment;  and,  with  a  view  to  bring  the 
subject  before  the  Senate,  he  offered  a  joint  reso- 
lution authorizing  the  President  of  the  Senate 
and  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
to  adjourn  the  present  session  of  Congress  on  the 
fourth  day  of  May  next. — The  resolution  was  read, 
and  passed  to  the  second   reading. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, "in  addition  to  an  act  regulating  the 
election  of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States,"  was  then  taken  up  for  consider- 
ation. 

Mr.  Van  Buren  submitted^  some  additional 
sections  as  amendments  to  the  bill;  they  were 
ordered  to  be  printed,  and  the  bill  was  then  post- 
poned to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  to- 
morrow. 

The  bill  from  the  House,  "confirming  certain 
acts  of  the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Territory 
of  Florida,"  was  taken  up  for  consideration  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole.  It  was  reported  to 
the  Senate  without  amendment,  and  passed  to  a 
third  reading. 


The  bill  reported  by  the  Judiciary  Committee, 
"  to  alter  the  time  for  holding  the  district  court 
for  the  district  of  Missouri,"  was  taken  up  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Van  Buren  stated  the  grounds  for  making 
the  proposed  change.  The  bill  was  then  reported 
to  the  Senate  without  amendment,  and  passed  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  "  for  the  relief  of  Hezekiah 
Langley  and  Benjamin  M.  Belt,"  was  taken  up 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  This  bill  provides 
payment  of  certain  repairs  made  in  the  circuit 
court  room  in  the  City  of  Washington. 

Mr.  Eaton  moved  an  amendment  to  the  bill, 
to  provide  payment  for  some  further  items  con- 
nected with  those  repairs. 

Mr.  Chandler  made  some  remarks  in  relation 
to  the  expenditure  of  money,  in  such  cases,  with- 
out appropriations  by  Congress. 

Mes>rs.  Eaton,  Holmes,  of  Maine,  Barboitr, 
Noble,  Lowrie,  Lan.man,  S.mith,  and  Mills, 
spoke  upon  this  subject.  The  amendment  was 
rejected.  The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate, 
and  was  refused  a  third  reading — 15  in  favor,  16 
against  it. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  Judiciary  Committee 
"  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Hewes,"  was  taken  up 
for  consideration  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
This  bill  provides  for  the  repayment  of  a  certain 
sum  of  money,  paid  into  the  Treasury  by  Mr. 
Hewes,  on  a  bond  ;  the  amount  having  been  pre- 
viously paid.  The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate 
without  amendment,  and  passed  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
djciary,  "to  alter  the  time  of  holding  the  district 
courts  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of  Illi- 
nois," was  taken  up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
reported  to  the  Senate,  and  passed  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  the  third  time. 

CLAIM  OF  VIRGINIA. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States; 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  State*  . 

The  Executive  of  Virginia  having  requested  pay- 
ment of  the  amount  of  interest,  paid  by  the  Slate,  for 
moneys  borrowed  by  it,  for  services  rendered  by  the 
militia,  in  the  late  war,  and  such  claim  not  being 
allowable,  according  to  the  uniform  decisions  of  the 
accounting  ofl^cers  of  the  Government,  1  submit  the 
subject  to  your  consideration,  with  a  report  from  the 
Secretary  of  War,  and  all  the  documents  connected 
with  it. 

The  following  are  the  circumstances  on  which  this 
claim  is  founded.  From  an  early  stage  of  the  war, 
the  squadrons  of  the  enemy  entered  occasioDally  the 
Chesapeake  Bay,  and,  menacing  its  shores,  and  those 
of  the  principal  rivers  emptying  into  it,  subjected  the 
neighboring  militia  to  call:)  from  the  local  authorities, 
for  the  defence  of  the  parts  thus  menaced.  The  pres- 
sure was  most  sensibly  felt  in  1814,  after  the  attack 
on  this  city,  and  its  capture,  when  the  invading 
force,  retiring  to  its  squadron,  menaced  alike  Balti- 
more, Norfolk,  and  Richmond.  'I'he  attack  on  this 
city  had  induced  a  call,  by  the   Department  of  War, 
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for  Ur?e  detachmenu  of  the  militia  of  Pennsylvania, 
Maryland,  and  Virginia,  which,  being  collected  in 
this  quarter,  and  the  i-neiny  bearing,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, on  Baltimore,  were  orderetl  to  its  defence.  A» 
early  a«  the  3 1st  of  August,  notice  was  given  by  the 
Secretary  of  War,  to  the  Governor  of  Virginia,  of  the 
position  of  the  enemy,  and  of  the  danger  to  which j 
Richmond,  as  well  as  Norfolk  and  Ballimore,  were 
eipoHed,  and  he  was  also  authorized  and  enjoined  to 
be  on  his  guard,  prepared  at  every  point,  and  in  every 
circumstance  to  meet  and  repel  the  invaders.  This 
notice  was  repeated  several  times  afterwards,  until 
the  enemy  left  the  hay,  and  moved  to  the  South. 

In  the  course  of  the  war,  the  State  had  augmented 
it«  taxes  to  meet  the  pressure;  but,  the  funds  being 
•till  inadequate,  it  borrowed  money  to  a  consider- 
able amount,  which  was  applied  to  the  payment  of 
the  militia,  for  the  services  thus  rendered.  'J'he  calls 
which  had  been  made,  except  for  the  brigades  in 
this  quarter,  and  at  Norfolk,  bein^  made  by  the  Slate, 
the  settlement  with  those  corps,  and  the  payment  for 
their  services  were  made,  according  to  the  rules  and 
usage  of  the  Department,  by  the  State,  and  not  by 
the  United  Stales.  On  the  settlement  by  the  State, 
after  the  peace,  with  the  accounting  officers  of  the 
Government,  the  reimbursement  of  the  interest,  which 
the  State  had  paid,  on  the  sums  thus  borrowed,  and 
paid  by  the  militia,  was  claimed,  but  not  allowed,  for 
the  reason  above  slated.  Ii  i^i  this  claim  which  I  now 
submit  to  the  considerulion  of  Congress. 

It  need  scarcely  be  remarked,  that,  where  a  State 
advances  money  for  the  use  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, for  a  purpose  authorized  by  it,  that  the  claim 
for  the  interest  of  the  amount  thus  advanced,  which 
has  been  paid  by  the  State,  is  reasonable  and  just. 
The  claim  is  the  stronger  under  the  circumstances 
which  existed  when  those  advances  were  made,  it  be- 
ing at  a  period  of  great  difficulty,  when  the  United 
States  were  compelled  to  borrow  very  large  sums,  for 
the  prosecution  of  the  war.  Had  the  State  not  bor- 
rowed this  money,  the  militia,  whose  services  have 
been  recognised  since  by  the  nation,  must  have  been 
disbanded,  and  the  State  left  without  defence. 

The  claim  is,  in  my  opinion,  equally  well  founded, 
when  a  State  advances  money  which  it  has  in  its 
Treasury,  or  which  it  raises  by  taxes,  to  meet  the  cur- 
rent demand. 

Id  submitting  this  claim  to  your  consideration,  it  is 
proper  to  observe,  that  many  other  States  have  like 
claims  with  those  of  Virginia,  and  that  all  those  simi- 
larly circumstanced  should  be  placed  on  the  same 
footing.  I  invite  your  attention  to  a  principle,  which  is 
deemed  just,  and  with  the  view,  that  the  provision 
which  may  be  made  respecting  it,  may  be  extended 
alike  to  all  the  States. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
ihe  table. 

THAUDEUS  MAYHEW. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  H.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana, 
the  bill,  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Claim.s, 
"  for  the  relief  of  Thaddeu?  Mayhew,"  was  taken 
U|)  for  consideration  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
This  petitioner  claims  compensation  for  property 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  taken 
by  the  United  States  troops,  and  for  property  de- 
stroyed by  the  British  troops  during  the  late  war. 

Mr.  R1GGLE8  stated  the  grounds  of  the  claim, 


and  moved  to  fill  the  blank  for  the  amount  to  be 
allowed  with  $1,298  50.  This  amount  was  to 
remunerate  the  petitioner  for  property  taken  for 
the  use  of  the  United  Stales.  > 

Mr.  H.  JoHNso.\,of  Louisiana,  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  by  adding  a  clause  to  grant  compensation 
for  a  saw-mill,  lumber,  dec,  lieionging  to  this  pe- 
titioner, destroyed  by  ibe  British  troops.  Mr.  J. 
made  some  niuarks  in  support  of  thi.x  amendment ; 
he  stated  the  facts  connected  with  the  destruction 
of  this  pro|)erty,  and  read  several  documents  in 
relation  thereto.  He  said  tho  saw-mill,  in  ques- 
tion was  destroyed  in  consequence  of  its  occupa- 
tion by  the  American  troops;  and,  if  it  was  paid 
for,  as  he  thought  it  ought  to  be,  the  whole  sum 
to  be  allowed  would  be  about  twelve  or  thirteen 
thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  Klggleh  replied  to  Mr.  Johnsu.n.  He 
thought  the  petitioner  had  failed  to  establish  the 
fact  of  the  destruction  of  the  saw-mill  in  conse- 
quence of  its  occupation  by  the  United  Slater 
troops,  and  proceeded  to  comment  upon  the  evi- 
dence laid  before  the  Committee  on  Claims.  He 
contended  that  it  was  a  principle  that  could  never 
be  adopted  by  the  Government,  to  make  compen- 
sation for  all  property  destroyed  by  the  enemy  ;  it 
would  consume  more  funds  than  the  nation  could 
command,  and  make  it  bankrupt  at  once. 

Mr.  JuriiAU  S.  Johnston,  of  Louisiana,  sup- 
ported the  amendment,  and  Mr.  H.  Johnson  made- 
some  further  remarks  in  answer  to  Mr.  Huqgles. 
The  amendinrnl  was  rejected.  The  blank  in  the 
bill  was  filled  withSl,2i^8  ')(».  The  bill  was  then 
reported  to  the  Senate,  and  passed  to  be  engros.sed 
aud  read  the  third  time. 

COPY-RIGHTS  OF  PAINTINGS,  «5tc. 

The  bill  "extending  the  benefit  of  copy-rights 
to  the  authors  of  paintings  and  drawings''  was 
taken  up  lu  Committee  of  the  Whole.  It  was  re- 
ported to  the  Senate  without  amendment. 

Mr.  MiLi-H  stated  some  difficulties  which  he 
thought  would  attend  the  pas.sage  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  LowRiL  said  be  had  been  induced  to  intro- 
duce the  bill  by  the  remark  of  Mr.  Peale,  in  rela- 
tion to  his  portrait  of  Washington  ;  he  was  ap- 
Elied  to  for  the  purchase  of  the  painting,  but  said 
e  should  be  unwilling  to  sell  it,  if  he  could  not 
have  the  same  privilege  of  profiting  by  bis  work 
as  writers  of  books  have  in  theirs.  Mr.  L.  did  not 
know  why  he  should  not  have  that  privilege. 

Mr.  MiLL.s  replied  that,  had  such  an  act  as  this 
been  in  existence  before  Mr.  Peale  executed  his 
paintings,  he  could  not  have  completed  it;  as 
Stuart  had  previously  executed  a  portrait  of 
Wahhington,  from  which  this  of  Mr.  Peale's 
was  but  a  copy,  with  some  little  embellisbintnt. 
He  thought  such  an  act  of  Congress  would  have 
a  great  tendency  to  retard  the  progress  of  the  art 
of  painting,  as  it  would  du  away  the  right  of  imi- 
tating and  attempting  to  excel  paintings  already 
in  existence. 

Messrs.  Lanman,  Holmes,  of  Maine,  Lowrie, 
and  Talbot,  made  tome  remarks  on  the  .subject. 

Mr.  LowRie  observed,  that  the  arguments  of 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (.\Ir.  Mills) 
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would  apply  equally  to  all  the  patent  laws,  as  it 
was  equally  as  improper  to  give  exclusive  privi- 
leges to  inventors  of  machines,  &c.,  as  to  authors 
of  paintings.  The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate, 
and  It  was  refused  a  third  reading.  * 

SARAH  CHITWOOD. 

The  bill  from  the  House,  and  which  was  re- 
ported by  the  Committee  on  Pensions  in  the  Sen- 
ate, "  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  Chitwood,'"  was  taken 
up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Noble  stated  the  grounds  of  this  bill,  and 
said  that  a  majority  of  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions were  against  the  passage  of  the  bill,  and 
had  instructed  him  to  move  its  indefinite  post- 
ponement. 

Mr.  Lanman  stated  that  the  person  for  whose 
relief  this  bill  was  drawn,  was  the  widow  of  an 
officer  who  was  in  the  servioe  of  the  United 
Stales  during  the  late  war.  In  consequence  of 
hardship  and  fatigue  in  the  service,  he  was  taken 
sick  ;  and,  being  in  a  deranged  stale  of  mind,  was 
carried  home  by  his  family,  and  he  died  in  nine 
days  afterwards.  Had  his  decease  taken  place 
before  he  was  carried  home,  his  widow  would 
have  obtained  the  pension  allowed  by  law.  Mr. 
L.  contended  that  she  came  within  the  spirit  if 
not  within  the  letter  of  the  law. 

Messrs.  Eaton  and  H.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana, 
also  supported  the  claim;  and  Messrs.  Chanoler 
and  Noble  opposed  it,  on  the  ground  that  the 
husband  of  the  petitioner  did  not  die  in  the  ser- 
vice, and  that  if  it  was  adopted  as  a  principle, 
that  the  widows  and  orphans  of  persons  conlract- 
mg  diseases  in  the  public  service,  which  caused 
their  subsequent  death,  were  to  draw  pensions,  a 
general  law  to  that  eflect  ought  to  be  passed ;  but, 
as  the  law  at  present  only  makes  this  provision 
for  the  relatives  of  those  who  actually  die  in  the 
service,  the  pension  ought  not  to  be  given  to  this 
petitioner  any  more  than  if  her  husband  had  died 
ten  years  after. 

The  bill  was  then  indefinitely  postponed. 


Tuesday,  April  13. 

Mr.  Noble,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  whom  was  deferred  the  bill  entitled  "An  act 
concerning  invalid  pensions,"  reported  it  with  an 
amendment ;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Van  Blren,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  to 
authorize  the  purchase  of  a  certain  number  of  the 
copies  of  the  Journals  of  Congress,  from  1774  to 
1788,  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Van  Buren,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported the  bill  to  provide  for  the  settlement  of  cer- 
tain pecuniary  claims  against  the  United  States, 
Without  amendment. 

Mr.  Van  Buren,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported the  bill  in  further  addition  to  "An  act  to 
establish  an  uniform  rule  of  naturalization,"  with- 
out amendment. 

Mr.  Van  Buren,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  in 
further  addition  to  "An  act  to  establish  an  uni- 
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form  rule  of  naturalization,  and  to  repeal  the  acts 
heretofore  passed  on  that  subject,"  which  was 
read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Barbour,  the  Message  re- 
ceived yesterday  from  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales,  in  relation  to  the  claim  of  the  State 
of  Virginia  for  interest  on  moneys  borrowed  for 
military  purposes,  during  the  late  war,  together 
with  sundry  documents  relating  to  the  same  sub- 
ject, were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
AflTairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate. 

The  bill  "for  the  benefit  of  Thaddeus  May- 
hew;"  the  bill  "giving  the  consent  and  sanction 
of  Congress  to  certain  acts  of  the  Legislative 
Council  of  the  Territory  of  Florida;"  the  bill  "to 
alter  the  time  for  holding  the  District  Court  of  the 
United  States  for  the  District  of  Missouri ;"  the 
bill  "for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Hewes;"  and  the 
bill  "  to  alter  the  time  of  holding  the  District 
Court  of  the  United  States  in  the  District  of  Illi- 
nois;"' were  severally  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Barton,  who  had  voted  in 
the  affirmative  of  the  question  yesterday,  the  vote 
by  which  the  Senate  refused  a  third  reading  to 
the  bill  "for  the  relief  of  Hezekiah  Langley  and 
Benjamin  M.  Belt,"  was  reconsidered.  The  ques- 
tion again  recurring  on  passing  the  bill  to  a  third 
reading,  the  bill  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Lloyd, 
of  Maryland,  Eaton,  Talbot,  Barboir,  Noble, 
and  S.MiTH,  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Chandler, 
Lowrie,  Taylor,  of  Virginia,  Findlay,  and 
Macon.  This  bill  provides  payment  for  certain 
fixtures  in  the  Circuit  Court  room,  in  the  City  of 
Washington,  which  were  made  over  and  abore 
the  expenditure  of  the  amount  appropriated,  at 
the  last  session,  for  the  preparation  of  this  court 
room.  It  was  contended,  on  the  one  hand,  that 
these  fixtures  were  absolutely  necessary  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  Court,  and  that  the  persons 
who  made  them  ought  certainly  to  be  paid.  On 
the  other  hand,  it  was  remarked  that,  although  it 
was  a  hard  case  that  these  persons  should  lose  the 
pay  for  their  work,  yet  Congress  should  always 
express  its  decided  disapprobation  of  any  expendi- 
tures over  the  amount  actually  appropriated  by 
law. 

The  question  was  put,  upon  passing  the  bill  to 
a  third  reading,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative — 
yeas  26,  nays  14.  So  the  bill  passed  to  be  read 
the  third  time. 

ELECTION  OF  PRESIDENT. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded,  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  to  consider  the  bill  reported  by  thfe 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  "in  addition  to  the 
act  relative  to  the  election  ota  President  and  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States."  The  question 
was  upon  agreeing  to  certain  additional  sections, 
proposed  by  Mr.  Van  Buren  as  amendments. 

Mr.  Van  Buren  explained,  concisely  and  clear- 
ly, the  provisions  of  this  bill,  and  the  reasons 
which  induced  the  committee  to  introduce  it. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Eaton,  the  amendments  to 
the  bill  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  in  order 
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that  he  might  offer  an  amendment.  Upon  the 
amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Eaton,  some  re- 
marks were  made  by  the  mover,  and  by  Messrs. 
Mills  and  Van  Buren. 

The  bill  and  amendments  were  then  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

TIN4E  OF  ADJOURNMENT. 

The  resolution  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  Ma- 
con, fixing  the  fourth   day'of  May  next,  for  the  j 
termination  of  the  present  session  of  Congress,  was 
taken  up  for  consideration.  j 

Some  remarks  on   the  subject  were  made  by 
Messrs  Macon,  Findlay,  Barbour,  Noble,  and  | 
RU00LE3.     Mr.  Noble  moved  that  the  resolution  | 
be  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.     This  question  was 
determined  in  the  negative,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as 
follows : 

Yeas.— MesBrs.  Barton,  Bell,  D'Wolf,  Dickerson, 
Edwards,  Findlay,  Kelly,  King  of  Alabama,  Knight, 
Lowrie.  Mcllvtine,  Noble,  Kugglca,  Sejmour,  Talbot, 
and  Thomas— I ». 

Nati. — Messrs.  Barbour,  Branch,  Chandler,   Clay- 
ton, Eaton,  Elliott,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Jack-  I 
•on,  J.  8.  Johnston  of  Louisiana,  King  of  New  Vork,  I 
Lanman,    Lloyd  of    Maryland,   Lloyd    of  Massacbu-  [ 
aelU,  Macon,  Mills,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Smith,  Taylor  of 
Indiana,  Taylor  of  Virginia,  Van   Buren,  Ware,  and 
Williams— 14.  | 

Mr.  RuGGLEs  then  moved  that  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  resolution  be  postponed  till  Mon- 
day next.  Upon  this  motion  considerable  debate  \ 
arose,  in  which  Messrs.  Ruggles,  Talbot,  I 
Smith,  Holme-*,  of  Maine,  DicKERt^ON,  Macon, 
and  Findlay,  took  part.  The  motion  for  post- 
ponement till  .Monday  prevailed. 

COMMERCE  WITH  PORTUGAL. 

The  resolution  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr. 
Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  requesting  the  President 
of  the  United  States  "to  cause  to  be  communi- 
cated to  the  Senate  so  much  of  the  correspondence 
of  the  Minister  of  the  United  States  at  the  Court 
of  Portugal,  as  has  reference  to  the  commercial 
relations  between  the  two  countries  ;  together  with 
such  other  information  connected  therewith  as 
may  be  in  possession  of  the  Government,  and 
which,  in  his  opinion,  may,  without  injury  to  the 
public  interest,  be  made  known,'"  was  read  for 
consideration. 

Mr.  Lloyd  observed,  that,  as  he  introduced  the 
resolution,  it  might  be  considered  incumbent  on 
him  to  state  the  views  which  had  led  him  to  do 
it.  The  resolution  had  reference  rather  to  the 
respective  aspects  of  our  trade  with  that  Kingdom, 
than  to  the  present  situation  of  it;  the  latter  was 
too  well  known  to  be  in  a  depressed  and  dimin- 
ished state.  For  a  long  series  of  years  our  com- 
mercial relations  with  Portugal  had  been,  he  said, 
of  the  most  beneficial  and  reciprocally  acceptable 
character.  It  was  a  trade  which  seemed  peculi- 
arly to  entitle  itself  to  the  favor  of  the  political 
economists  of  the  present  day.  It  was  a  trade 
pra^ecutcd  almost  entirely  from  the  domestic  or 
hoijne  productions  of  the  United  States — in  the 
fish,  in  the  provisions  generally,  and   the  pearl 


ashes  of  the  North;  but  principally  in  the  bread- 
stuffs — the  corn,  the  wheat,  the  flour,  the  rice,  and 
the  staves  of  the  South.  Our  exports  in  it,  for- 
merly, v^ry  much  exceeded  our  imports;  while 
we  exported  no  specie  to  Portugal,  but,  at  times, 
received  considerable  sums  in  dollars  from  it,  as 
returns  for  our  outward  cargoes;  and  both  these 
circumstances  were  strong  recommendations  of  it 
to  the  same  school. 

Another  course  of  this  trade,  was  to  send  out  to 
Portugal,  from  the  United  States,  valuable  car- 
goes of  domestic  produce;  for  we  were  allowed 
to  carry  none  other,  of  any  consequence,  for  the 
purpose  of  accumulating  funds  there  for  more  dis- 
tant objects;  the  vessels  returning  home  with  a 
ballast  of  salt,  with  a  part  of  the  proceeds  of  their 
outward  cargoes  invested  in  wines,  and  a  very 
small  part  also  in  fruit,  leaving  the  residue  of  their 
funds  to  furnish  the  specie  means  for  the  prose- 
cution of  our  West  India  trade,  the  vessels  touch- 
ing at  Lisbon,  on  their  passage  out,  to  receive  it; 
and  also  to  provide  remittances  to  London  and 
Amsterdam,  in  payment  for  cargoes  of  Russian 
and  Swedish  products,  for  our  vessels  to  bring  to 
the  United  States.  This  was  the  state  of  the  trade 
formerly.  All  parties  were  satisfied  with  it,  for 
it  furnished  the  most  steady  market  in  Europe  for 
our  domestic  productions;  and  the  international 
feelings  to  which  it  gave  rise  were  of  the  most 
grateful  character.  Mr.  L.  said  he  recollected, 
perfectly  well,  a  conversation  on  this  subject,  which 
he  had  the  honor  to  have,  twelve  or  fourteen  years 
since,  with  the  very  distinguished  statesman  then 
at  the  head  of  the  Government,  Mr.  Madison,  who 
remarked  to  him  that,  with  no  Power  in  Europe 
had  our  foreign  relations  been  on  so  uniformly  a 
friendly  footmg,  as  those  with  the  Government  of 
Portugal.  He  said  we  had  never  made  a  request 
to  Portugal,  which  she  had  not  acceded  to. 

Thus  the  intercourse  between  the  two  countries 
remained,  Mr.  L.  believed,  with  the  intermission 
of  the  late  war,  until  the  year  1816,  when  the  ta- 
riff of  that   year  operated   so  injuriously  on  the 
I  trade  in  the  wines  of  Portugal,  as.   to  induce  the 
;  Government  of  that  country  strongly  to  remon- 
strate against  it,  as  a  very  onerous  imposition  on 
'.  the  principal  article  of  her  exports,  and  as  un- 
friendly to  her  intercourse  with  us.     Her  remon- 
strances, however,  being  unavailing,  after  a  time 
I  she  resorted  to  another  course,  which,  perhaps,  be- 
!  fore  long,  may  be  resorted  to  by  other  Powers  than 
j  Portugal,  and  perhaps  for  more  than  one  of  the 
I  great  staples  of  the  country.     She  either  excluded, 
j  altogether,  the  corn  of  the  United  States,  or  so 
!  heavily  taxed  it  with  our  flour,  as  to  amount  nearly, 
j  if  not  entirely  to  a  prohibition.    And,  on  the  other 
hand,  as  soon  as  the  tariff  of  1816  came  into  ope- 
I  ration,  the  importation  of  Portugal  wines  imme- 
I  diaiely  decreased  more  than  one-half. 

To  remedy  this  unpleasant  feeling,  and  the  de- 
ranged commercial  relations  between  the  two 
countries,  he  had  understood  were  the  objects  for 
which  General  Dearborn  had  been  sent  to  Lisbon, 
with  the  expectation  that  he  might  be  able  to  ne- 
gotiate a  commercial  treaty,  or  make  some  accep- 
table arrangement  with  the  Portuguese  Govern- 
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ment.  which  might  restore  the  former  good  feelings 
and  friendly  intercourse  between  the  two  nations. 
The  object  of  tlie  proposed  resolution  was  to  as- 
certain how  far  this  attempt  had  been  successful, 
or  what  prospect  there  was  that  it  might  become 
so  hereafter. 

,  And  while  speaking  on  this  subject,  Mr.  L.  said, 
he  thought  it  might  not  be  wholly  useless  were  he 
to  retrace,  very  briefly,  the  eflecl  that  had  been 
produced  on  the  trade' with  Portugal,  by  the  tariffs 
which  had,  at  different  times,  been  adopted  in  the 
United  States,  operating  upon  her  principal  article 
of  export,  her  wines,  and  which,  from  self-defence, 
she  would  feel  herself  bound  to  protect:  and  the 
effect  they  had  also  produced  on  theUrade  of  the 
United  States  with  her.  ^V 

In  the  earliest  period  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, on  the  enactment  of  the  first  tariff  law,  in 
1790,  a  duty  was  laid  on  the  wines  of  Portugal  of 
eighteen  cents  a  gallon  on  the  high  priced  Madei- 
ra, and  ten  cents  a  gallon  on  Lisbon  wine.  This 
was  a  very  low  rate  of  duty.  It  was  obvious  the 
article  was  susceptible,  without  injury,  of  a  much 
higher  rate;  accordingly,  two  years  after,  in  1792, 
when  the  law  was  revised,  the  duty  was  greatly 
increased,  and  fifty-six  cents  was  then  imposed  on 
Madeira,  and  twenty-five  cents  per  gallon  on  Lis- 
bon wine;  which  probably  was  about  as  high  a 
rate  of  duty  as  the  articles  would  bear.  And  Thus 
it  remained  until  ISOO,  when  the  tariff  was  again 
advanced;  but  the  wise  men  who  then  had  in 
charge  that  law,  judiciously  supposed  that  the  ex- 
isting duty  on  wines  had  nearly  reached  the  acme 
at  which  it  would  be  productive;  they,  therefore, 
touched  these  articles  very  lightly,  contenting 
themselves  with  imposing  only  two  cents  addi- 
tional a  gallon  on  Madeira  wine,  and  five  cents  on 
Lisbon.  Thus  it  remained,  and  the  trade  and  in- 
tercourse between  the  two  countries  expanded,  to 
their  mutual  benefit,  until  the  tarifl"  policy  of  1816 
prevailed.  The  effect  of  that  policy  became  in- 
stantly visible.  What  it  was,  was  an  inquiry  of 
some  point,  and  would  attract  the  attention  of  the 
Senate. 

In  the  custom-hou.se  year,  lSl.5-16,  we  imported 
into  the  United  States — 

Of  Lisbon  wine   -        -        -        654.608  gallons. 
Of  Madeira  -        -        -        314,891       do. 

Then  came  the  overwhelming  tariff  of  1816, 
which  raised  the  duty  90  per  cent,  on  Madeira, 
and  more  than  sixty  per  cent,  on  Lisbon  wine; 
and  the  very  next  succeeding  year  the  importation 
of  the  first  fell  off  nearly  one-half— from  314,891 
gallons,  to  186,108  gallons ;  and  of  the  second  more 
than  two-thirds — from  654,608  gallons,  to  194,187 
gallons;  furnishing  a  good  les.son  for  financiers. 
And  the  trade,  he  said,  had  remained  crippled  from 
that  lime  to  the  present ;  for.  in  1823,  we  imported 
only  130,067gallonsof  Madeira,  and  124,101  gal- 
lons of  Lisbon  wine — being  less  than  one-half  the 
quantity  we  had  imported  so  lon»  ago  as  twenty- 
five  years,  since  which  oilr  population  htd  more 
than  doubled,  «Dd  our  agricultural  products  quad- 
ruped. 

The  same  tariff  of  1816  had  also  affected  our  ex- 
ports to  Portugal  in  another  way;  it  had  almost 


extinguished  the  trade  to  Bengal,  and  the  expor- 
tation of  domestic  produce,  in  part,  to  pay  for  it; 
a  trade  which  formerly  employed  thirty  or  forty 
fine  ships,  and  occupied  eight  or  ten  millions  of 
dollars  of  capital;  and  another  tariff  bill,  if  it 
passed,  imposing  a  heavy  duty  on  hemp  and  iron, 
would  deal  out  the  jame  fate  to  about  four  times 
the  same  number  and  description  of  vessels  now 
engaged  in  the  trade  with  the  North  sea  and  the 
Baltic. 

These  were  the  views,  Mr.  L.  said,  which  in- 
duced him  to  offer  the  resolution  under  consider- 
ation, and  which  he  hoped  it  might  be  acceptable 
to  the  Senate  to  pass. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to,  without  division. 


Wednesday,  April  14. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Noble,  the  Senate  resumed 
the  motion  of  the  26th  of  March,  to  discharge  the 
Committee  on  Pensions  from  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution  of  the  27th  of  January,  instructing 
them  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  placing 
James  Morrow  on  the  pension  list;  and  agreed 
thereto;  and,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Lowrie,  James 
Morrow  had  leave  to  withdraw  his  papers. 

The  bill  relative  to  the  Patent  Omce,  and  to  the 
salary  of  the  Superintendent  thereof;  and  the  bill 
in  further  addition  to  "An  act  to  establish  an 
uniform  rule  of  naturalization,  and  to  repeal  the 
acts  heretofore  passed  on  that  subject,"  were  sev- 
erally read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  more  effectually  to  provide  for  the 
national  defence,  by  establishing  an  uniform  mili- 
tia throughout  the  United  States,  and  providing 
for  the  discipline  thereof;  and,  on  motion,  it  was 
postponed  to  Monday  next. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  ol'  Hezekiab  Langley  and 
Benjamin  M.  Belt,  was  read  the  third  timej  and 
passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McIlvaine,  the  Senate  then 

froceeded  to  consider  the  bill  "for  the  relief  of 
chabod  Lord  Skinner."  This  bill  was  reported 
by  the  select  committee  on  roads  and  canals.  Mr. 
Skinner  claims  payment  for  work  done  on  the 
Cumberland  Uoad,  over  and  above  what  he  had 
contracted  to  do;  for  interest  on  moneys  due  him; 
and  for  expenses  and  losses  sustained,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  failure  in  his  payment.  The  com- 
mittee report  a  detailed  statement  of  the  facts 
connected  with  the  case ;  and,  also,  a  bill  referring 
the  claims  of  the  memorialist  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  with  power  to  settle  them  on  equit- 
able principles.  The  bill  was  reported  to  the 
Senate  without  amendment,  and  passed  to  be  en- 
grossed and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Barbour  gave  notice  that  he  should,  to- 
morrow, ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  "for  the 
relief  of  Nimrod  Farrow  and  Richard  Harris." 

ELECTION  OF  PRESIDENT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  the  bill  reported 
by  the  Judiciary  Committee,  in  addition  to  an  act 
relative  to  the  election  of  a  President  and  Vice 
President  of  the  United  Stales,"  was  again  taken 
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up  for  consideration,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole; 
Mr.  Gaillard  in  the  Chair.  The  amendment 
offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  Eaton,  and  those  here- 
tofore offered  by  Mr.  Van  Buren,  were  with- 
drawn, in  order  to  give  way  for  the  introduction 
of  an  amendment  by  Mr.  Mills.  Mr.  M.'s  mo- 
tion was,  to  insert  tnree  new  sections.  iThe  first 
of  these  sections  provides  that  the  Electors  shall 
make  five  certificates  of  the  voles  given  for  Presi- 
dent and  Vice  President ;  that  one  of  these  copies 
shall  be  sent  by  a  special  messenger;  one  by  the 
Post  Office,  as  at  present;  that  two  other  copies 
shall  be  transmitted,  on  successive  days,  by  mail; 
and  the  other  copy  be  deposited  as  at  present,  in 
the  office  of  the  District  Judge.  The  second  sec- 
tion provides  that  five  lists  of  the  Electors  shall  be 
prepared  by  the  Executive  of  each  State.  The 
third  section  prescribes  the  penalties  of  fine  and 
imprisonment  to  be  incurred  by  the  special  mes 


senger,  the  postmaster,  or  any  other  person,  who  |  to  a  second  reading 


Thursday,  April  15. 
Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  the  subject  was 
referred  by  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  3d 
February,  reported  a  bill,  in  addition  to  an  act, 
establishing  navy  hospitals;  which  was  twice 
read  by  unanimous  consent.  He  also  laid  on  the 
table  a  letter  and  documents  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  relating  to  said  bill,  and  they  were 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Talbot  presented  the  memorial  of  Thomas 
Law  and  others,  in  behalf  of  sundry  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  lately  assembled  at  Washing- 
ton, praying  the  establishment  of  a  national  cur- 
rency ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

Mr.  Barbour  asked  and  obtained  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Nimrod  Farrow 
and  Richard  Harris  ;  which  was  read,  and  passed 


shall  suppress,  delay,  or  hinder,  the  transmission 
of  these  votes  to  the  Seat  of  Government. 

Mr.  Mills  explained  the  operation  of  the  sev- 
eral amendraenti  he  had  proposed.  Mr.  Van 
BoREN  expressed  his  concurrence  in  them.  The 
question  was  then  taken  upon  them,  severally. 
The  two  first  were  adopted  without  further  dis- 
cussion. The  third,  respecting  the  penalties,  gave 
rise  to  a  cursory  discussion,  the  principal  part  of 
which  turned  upon  the  question  whether  the  dis 


On  motion  by  Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts, 
the  Senate  resumed  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs,  on  the  petition  of  Thomas 
Johnston  ;  and,  on  motion,  the  report  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table  and  be  printed  for  the  use  of 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  Kelly  presented  the  petition  of  William 
Stedman,  praying  remuneration  for  losses  sus- 
tained by  the  impressment  of  his  property  into 
the  public  service  during  the  late  war ;  which  was 


cretion,  in  respect  to  the  qiMiUum  of  punishment    read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  be  inflicted,  should  be  left  to  the  court,  or  to  the        On  motion  of  Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  the 
jury.     Mr.  Barbour,  who  had  moved  to  strike  ,  bill  from  the  other  House,  ''  for  the  relief  of  Bar- 


out  "court,"  and  insert  -'jury,"  in  the  bill,  sup- 
ported bis  amendment,  by  remarking,  at  some 
length,  on  the  propriety  of  giving  this  power  to 
the  jury.  Mr.  Kelly  spoke  m  favor  of  vesting  it 
in  the  court.  He  cited  several  cases,  in  his  part 
of  the  country,  in  which  heavy  damages  had  been 
awarded,  by  juries,  for  mere  indiscretions.  Mej>srs. 
Holmes  of  Maine  and  Findlay  submitted  some 
remarks  upon  the  proposed  amendment.  It  was 
then  rejected.     The  section  was  then  adopted. 

The  first  section  of  the  original  bill,  as  reported 
by  the  committee,  was  then  read.    Several  amend- 


bara  Paulas,"  was  taken  up  for  consideration,  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole.  Mr.  L.  stated  the 
grounds  of  the  bill.  The  petitioner  was  the  mother 
of  a  seaman,  lost  in  the  sloop-of-war  Wasp.  An 
act  of  Congress  was  passed,  for  the  relief  of  the 
relatives  of  those  who  were  lost  in  that  vessel, 
provided  application  was  made  for  such  relief 
within  two  years  from  the  passing  of  the  act. 
This  petitioner,  being  in  a  very  humble  situation 
in  life,  neither  knew  of  the  passage  of  the  act,  nor 
of  its  limitation.  She  now  prays  for  the  benefit 
of  the  act,  notwithstanding  the  expiration  of  the 


ments,  in  its  details,  were  proposed  by  Mr.  Mills^  specified  time;  and  the  bill  proposes  to  grant  her 
and  were  agreed  to  by  the  Senate.  The  second  i  prayer.  The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  with- 
section  was  afterwards  read,  and  modified  consid-  i  out  amendment,  and  passed  to  a  third  reading, 
erably,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Van  Buren.  Mr.  j  The  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Public 
Taylor,  cf  Virginia,  made  some  remarks  upon  i  Lands,  "supplementary  to  the  several  acts  pro- 
the  power  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  to  re-  |  viding  for  the  settlement  of  claims  to  lands  in  the 
ject  the  Electoral  votes.  i  State  of  Missouri,"  was  next  taken  up  in  Com- 

The  amendments  heretofore  proposed  by  Mr.  mittee  of  the  Whole.  Mr.  Barton  briefly  stated 
Van  Buren,  were  again  taken  up,  and  agreed  to.  '■  the  objects  of  the  bill,  and  moved  an  amendment 

Mr.  Mills  then  proposed  a  new  section,  making  in  relation  to  certain  "  commons"  attached  to  the 
it  the  duly  of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  transmit  towns  and  villages  in  the  State  of  Missouri.  The 
a  copy  of  this  act  to  the  Executive  of  each  Slate,  i  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  bill  was  report- 
to  be  laid  before  the  Electors  of  President  and    ed  to  the  Senate,  and  passed  to  be  engrossed,  and 


Vice  President  next  to  be  chosen ;  and  repealing 
all  acts  or  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  with  the  pro- 
Yisic  ns  of  this.    The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  details  of  the  bill  were  further  discus.sed  by 
Messrs.  Eaton,  Van  Buren,  Holmes,  of  Maine, 
and  Chandler.  The  further  consideration  of  the 
bill  was  postponed  till  Friday  next ;  and  it  was 
ordered  to  be  printed,  as  amended. 


read  a  third  time. 

The  bill  "for  the  relief  of  Ichabod  Lord  Skin- 
ner" was  read  the  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to 
the  other  House  for  concurrence. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Maryland,  the  bill 
reported  by  the  Committee  on  the  Uistrict  of  Co- 
lumbia, "  for  enclosing  the  burial  ground  of  Christ 
Church,  Washington  Parish,"  was  taken  up  for 
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consideration  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  This 
bill  grants  $2,000.  to  aid  in  the  erection  of  a  suit- 
able fence  around  the  burial  ground,  in  which  the 
members  of  the  Government,  who  have  deceased 
in  the  city  of  Washington,  have  been  buried. 

A  discussion  took  place  on  the  propriety  of  ma- 
king this  ^rant,  in  the  course  of  which  Messrs. 
Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Barbodr,  and  S.mith,  sup- 
ported the^Jill,  and  Messrs.  Macon,  Chandler, 
and  Taylor  of  Virginia,  opposed  it.  Mr.  Chand- 
ler moved  to  reduce  the  appropriation  to  $1,000. 
This  was  not  agreed  to.  The  bill  was  then  re- 
ported to  the  Senate,  and  passed  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  the  third  time. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
"  for  the  relief  of  Elijah  Van  Syckle,"  was  taken 
up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  Mr.  S.mith  ex- 
plained the  objects  of  the  bill.  It  proposes  to  give 
the  person  for  whose  relief  it  is  drawn,  an  exten- 
sion of  time  for  the  payment  of  duties  on  certain 
articles,  which  were  destroyed  by  fire,  in  Phila- 
delphia. Messrs.  King  of  New  York,  and  Low- 
RiE  made  a  few  remarks  on  the  subject.  The  bill 
was  reported  to  the  Senate  without  amendment, 
and  parsed  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third 
lime.  • 

The  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  "  for  the  relief  of  Tliomas  Shields,"  was 
next  taken  up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  The 
bill  relates  to  the  distribution  of  certain  prize- 
money.  Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  explained 
its  object.  It  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate 
without  amendment,  and  passed  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  the  third  time. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
"  to  repeal  the  act  for  the  relief  of  John  P.  Ho- 
gan,"  was  then  taken  up  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole.  Mr.  RuGGLES  explained  iti  object.  The 
bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  passed  to  a 
third  reading. 

The  bill  from  the  other  House,  "authorizing 
the  executors  of  Joseph  P.  Mebane  to  collect  cer- 
tain arrearages  of  internal  taxes,"  was  taken  up 
in  Coinmillee  of  the  Whole.  The  bill  was  re- 
ported to  the  Senate,  and  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
"  authorizing  the  sale  of  a  public  warehouse  at  the 
former  quarantine  ground  at  the  English  Turn, 
and  providino[  for  the  erection  of  a  dwelling- 
house  for  the  boarding  officer  at  the  mouth  of  the 
river  Mississippi,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was 
taken  up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  An  amend- 
ment, proposed  by  Mr.  Eaton,  limiting  the  ex- 
pense of  erecting  the  dwelling-house  to  the  amount 
obtained  for  the  warehouse,  was  agreed  to.  The 
bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  passed  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  resolutions  providing  a 
place  of  deposite  for  the  portrait  of  Columbus,  and 
directing  the  distribution  of  certain  copies  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence,  now  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  State ;  and,  on  motion,  they  were  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 


I 


roviding  for  the  appointment  of  an  Indian  agent 
or  the  Osage  Indians,  west  of  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri and  Territory  of  Arkansas,  and  for  other 
purposes ;"  and,  on  motion,  it  was  postponed  to 
Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  procure  the 
necessary  surveys,  plans,  and  estimates,  upon  the 
subject  of  roads  and  canals;"  and,  on  motion,  it 
was  postponed  to  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
concerning  invalid  pensions;"  and,  ob  motion,  it 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  in  further  addition 
to  "  An  act  to  establish  an  uniform  rule  of  natu- 
ralization ;"  and,  on  motion,  it  was  laid  on  the 
table. 


Friday,  April  16. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  dele- 
gation of  the  Cherokee  Nation,  at  present  at  the 
Seat  of  Government,  relative  to  the  late  Message 
of  ihe  President  to  Congress,  on  the  Indian  titles 
to  lands  in  the  Slate  of  Georgia,  and  animad- 
verting on  the  paper  presented  to  the  President  of 
the  United  Stales,  by  the  Georgia  delegation  in 
Congress. 

The  communication  being  read,  Mr.  Elliott 
said  he  objected  to  a  contest  of  this  character,  in 
this  place,  with  the  Cherokee  delegation.  He 
knew  them  only  as  other  Indians,  and  to  be  treated 
with  as  such.  If  they  claim  to  represent  an  inde- 
pendent nation,  why  do  they  address  this  body  di- 
rectly, and  not  through  the  Department  of  Slate? 
But,  if  they  seek  to  he  heard  in  their  real  charac- 
ter, they  should  present  their  claims  to  our  con- 
sideration, through  the  War  Department.  The 
course  now  attempted,  is  novel  and  inadmissible, 
and  he  hoped  the  communication  would  lie  on  the 
table.     It  was  then  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  RuGGLEs,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Alexander 
McNair,  reported  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which  was 
read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Barton,  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  was  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  resolution  of  the  29th  ultimo, 
directing  an  inquiry  whether  further  legislation 
be  necessary  to  enable  the  several  towns  and  vil- 
lages in  Missouri  to  establish  the  boundaries  of 
their  commons,  and  to  dispose  of  them ;  on  the 
ground  that  this  subject  is  sufficiently  provided 
for  by  an  amendment  to  a  bill  concerning  town 
and  village  lots  and  out  lots,  &c.,  heretofore  re- 
ported to  the  Senate  by  the  committee. 

The  bill  "  for  the  relief  of  Nimrod  Farrow  and 
Richard  Harris"  had  its  second  reading,  and  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  gave  notice  that, 
on  Monday  next,  he  should  ask  leave  to  intro- 
duce a  bill  "to  provide  for  the  punishment  of 
certain  crimes  when  committed  in  any  navy  yard, 
fort,  arsenal,  magazine,  dock,  lighthouse,  tract  of 
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land,  or  other  place  belonging  to  the  United 
States.'' 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Colonel  William 
Duane ;  and  it  was  postponed  to  Monday  next. 

The  bills  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
''for  the  relief  of  Barbara  Paulas ;"  to  repeal  the 
act  for  the  relief  of  John  B.  Hogan  ;"  "  author- 
izing the  executors  of  Joseph  B.  Mebane  to  collect 
certam  arrearages  of  internal  taxes ;"  were  sev- 
erally read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  '*  supplementary  to  the  act  providing 
for  the  settlement  of  claims  to  lands  in  the  State 
of  Missouri ;"  the  bill  "  for  enclosing  the  burial 
ground  of  Christ  Church,  Washington  Parish  ;" 
the  bill  "  for  the  relief  of  Elijah  Van  Syckle,  of 
Philadelphia  r  the  bill  "  for  the  relief  of  Thomas 
Shields  ;"  and  the  bill  "  providing  for  the  sale  of 
the  public   warehouse  at  the  former  quarantine 

E'ound  near  the  English  Turn,  in  the  State  of 
ouisiana,  for  the  erection  of  a  dwelling-house  at 
the  Balize,  in  the  same  State,  for  the  boarding 
officer,  and  for  other  purposes;"  were  severally 
read  the  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  other 
House  for  concurrence. 

ELECTION  OF  PRESIDENT. 

The  bill  "  in  addition  to  the  act  relative  to  the 
election  of  a  President  and  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States,"  was  a^ain  taken  up  for  conside- 
ration in  Committee  ol  the  Whole.  Several  ver- 
bal amendments  were  made  to  the  bill,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Van  Bdre.n.  The  bill  was  then  reported 
to  the  Senate. 

Some  further  amendments  were  made,  in  its 
details,  at  the  suggestion  of  Messrs,  Eaton,  Mills, 
Van  Buren,  and  S.mith.  Upon  fixing  the  time 
of  delivery  of  the  votes  at  the  Seat  of  Government, 
some  debate  took  place  between  Messrs.  Mills, 
Macon,  Van  Buren,  Lowrie,  Williams,  and 
Kino,  of  Alabama.  The  first  Wednesday  of  Jan- 
uary was  eventually  fixed  as  the  time.  The  sev- 
eral amendments  were  then  agreed  to,  by  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  Macon  objected  to  the  general  principles 
of  the  bill,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  not  necessary  ; 
and  would,  as  he  thought,  have  a  tendency  to  cre- 
ate the  very  difficulties  it  proposed  to  remedy — he 
thought,  too,  that  Congress  had  no  power  to  legis- 
late on  the  subject. 

Messrs.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  and  Van  Buren,  | 
replied  to  the  objections  advanced  by  Mr.  Macon,  ] 

The  bill  was  then  passed  to  be  engrossed  and  i 
read  the  third  lime.  i 


Monday,  April  19. 
Mr.  Taylor,  of  Virginia,  iubmitteJ  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  with  a  request  that  it  might  be 
forthwith  taken  into  consideration  ;  as  it  related 
to  a  communication  from  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  relation  to  a  claim  of  the  State  of 
Virginia,  and  he  wished  all  the  documents  printed 
together : 

Ruolved,  That  the  Pretident  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  inform  the  Senate,  whether  the  Ex- 


ecutive, through  the  agency  of  the  War  Department, 
borrowed  any  money,  during  the  last  year,  under  the 
condition  of  applying  the  same  to  the  defence  of  the 
State  wherein  the  said  loans  were  made,  and  to  what 
amount  ;  and  whether  interest  was  paid  by  the  United 
States  for  such  loans,  or  if  they  sustained  any  loss  by 
giving  stock  or  Treasury  notes  for  them  ;  including 
any  other  information  in  relation  to  the  subject  which 
he  may  think  proper  to  communicate. 

The  resolution  was  taken  into  consideration  by 
general  consent,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  the  several  acts 
imposing  duties  on  imports;"  in  which  they  re- 
quest the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Smith,  the  Committee  oa 
Finance  were  discharged  from  the  consideratioQ 
of  the  letter  of  E.  Causici,  sculptor,  on  the  subject 
of  the  allegorical  group  intended  for  the  Senate 
chamber;  and,  also,  from  the  memorial  of  Thomas 
Law  and  others,  on  the  subject  of  a  national 
currency. 

The  bill  "  in  addition  to  the  acts  relative  to  the 
election  of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States,"  was  read  the  third  time,  passed^ 
and  sent  to  the  House  for  concurrence. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Macon,  the  rule  by  which 
the  Senate  determined  to  adjourn,  on  each  week, 
from  Friday  to  the  next  Monday,  was  rescinded. 

Mr.  Jackson,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  a  petition  respecting 
the  purchase  of  an  Orrery,  for  the  Military  Acad- 
emy at  West  Point,  submitted  a  report  on  that 
subject,  recommending  that  the  committee  be  dis- 
charged from  its  further  consideration,  and  that 
it  be  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War.  The  re- 
port was  agreed  to. 

The  same  committee  was  also  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  petition  of  Messrs. 
Willard  and  Childs,  that  subject  being  now  under 
consideration  in  the  other  House. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Claims 
"for  the  relief  of  Alexander  McNair,"  had  its 
second  reading. 

The  bill  "  to  amend  the  several  acts  imposing 
duties  on  imports,"  was  received  from  the  House 
of  Representatives,  and  read.  Mr.  Dickehson 
moved  for  the  second  reading  of  the  bill,  at  the 
present  time.  This  was  objected  to  by  several 
members;  and,  consequently,  the  second  reading 
cannot  take  place  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  LowRiE  presented  the  memorial  of  M.  S. 
Johns,  and  others,  of  Pennsylvania,  praying  that 
a  heavy  duty  may  be  imposed  on  sales  at  auction  ; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  and  .Manufactures. 

Mr.  Eaton  gave  notice  that,  to-morrow,  he 
would  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  amend  an  act, 
supplemental  to  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  carry 
into  effect  the  9th  article  of  a  treaty  concluded  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Spam,  the  22d  day 
of  February,  1819,"  approved  the  3d  of  March, 
1823. 
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The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the !  struction  emanating  from  it  would  contribute  not  lea> 
Whole,  the  bill  further  to  amend  the  judicial  sys-  i  to  strengthen  the  foundations,  than  to  adorn  the  atrac- 
tern  of  the  United  States,  and  provide  for  the  ture  of  our  free  and  happy  system  of  Government." 
holding  of  circuit  courts  ;  and  Mr.  Johnson,  of  |  These  recommendations,  from  causes  whoa«  eDa- 
Kentucky,  proposed  an  amendment  thereto  ;  which  aeration  is  now  unnecessary,  if,  indeed,  it  were  prac- 
was  read,  and  on  motion,  the  bill  was  postponed  to  i  ^'cable,  failed  in  their  effect.  At  length  a  few  enter- 
Wednesday  next ;  and  the  proposed  amendment '  P"*'"g  anil  patriotic  individuals  attempted  to  achieve, 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

COLUMBIAN  COLLEGE. 
Mr.  Barbour  from  the  Committee  on  (he  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  to  whom  was  referred  the  me 


by  voluntary  donations,  that  which  it  had  been  sup- 
posed could  be  effected  only  by  the  power  of  CoB- 
gresa. 

Their  efforts  were  crowned  with  distinguished  aac- 
cess.  One  individual  in  particular,  (and  it  is  but  am 
morial  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Columbian  College,  |  *^}  of  justice  he  should  be  named,)  the  Rev.  Lather 
made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  the  relTef ,  ^'*^®'  '^''^  ""  unwearied  industry  and  an  unyielding 
of  the  Columbian  College,  in  the  District  of  Co- 1  P^ri^^rance,  which  prompted  him  to  traverse  every 
lumbia;  which  were  read,  and  the  bill  passed  to  '  P*'^  °^  ^^^  I/nion  in  pursuit  of  aid  to  this  beneficent 


a  second  reading.  The  report  was  ordered  (o  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate.  The  report  is 
as  follows : 

They  have  given  to  this  subject  the  consideration 
which  its  importance  claimed.  The  object  of  the  me- 
morial is  to  obtain  pecuniary  aid,  to  a  small  amount, 
to  the  Columbian  College,  in  this  District,  whose  pros- 
perity, in  an  essential  degree,  depends  on  the  success 
of  the  application.  The  utility  of  a  central  literary 
establishment  has  been  so  often  presented  to  Congress, 
by  the  long  list  of  illustrious  worthies  who  have  filled 
the  Presidential  chair,  that  the  committee  are  relieved 
from  the  necessity  of  adding  any  remarks  of  their  own 


object,  contributed  principally  to  that  success. 

The  funds  thus  acquired  were  faithtully  and  judi- 
ciously applied  to  the  object.  An  advantageous  site 
was  procured,  and  suitable  buildings  erected,  for  the 
accommodation  of  one  hundred  students.  Applica- 
tion was  made  to  Congress  for  an  act  of  incorpora- 
tion, which  passed  February  9,  1821.  This,  however, 
was  all  the  aid  which  Congress  dispensed.  The  ac- 
companying document  shows  that  there  have  been 
expended  on  this  institution  $80,000 — $50,000  only 
have  been  procured ;  and,  as  a  consequence,  the  in- 
stitution is  embarrassed  with  a  debt  to  the  amount  of 
$30,000.     By  reference  to  the  same  document,  .it  ap- 


on  this  topic.  They  content  themselves  by  referring  P""  '^V'  «''^°"«^  ^*^«  collegecommenced  iUi  opera- 
te the  following  extracts  from  communications  made  ^'/'"  "^  'f^  "  January,  18'2^  has  already  ninety- 
in  a  series  of  years,  by  successive  Presidents,  to  Con-  ,  ^^'^^  students,  under  the  direction  of  a  faculty  highly 
gress.  President  Washington,  in  his  .Message  of  De-  j  '"P«»»b'«  ^^'  '^»  '•t"'»'-y  attainments, 
cember,  1796,  in  reference  to.  such  an  establishment.  The  embarrassments  resulting  from  the  debt  present 
uses  the  following  remark:  "'Among  the  motives  to  !  *^°['*'^f'"*^'6  ditficulties,  and  threaten,  if  not  entire 
such  an  institution,  the  assimilation  of  the  principles,  :  '"'"»  grea'ly  to  retard  its  successful  progress, 
opinions,  and  manners,  of  our  countrymen,  by  the  '  Under  these  circumstances,  the  individuals  who 
common  education  of  a  portion  of  our  youth  from  ^"^^  '^"^  generously  devoted  themselves  to  the  pro- 
every  quarter,  well  deserves  attention.  The  more  ho-  motion  of  this  establishment,  and  who  have  disinterest- 
mogeneous  our  citizens  can  be  made  in  these  parlicu-  ^"^'y  pledged  their  independence  upon  the  success  of 
lars,  the  greater  will  be  our  prospect  of  permanent  ^^®  college,  present  themseltes  to  Congress,  with  a 
union."  j  view  to  obtain  their  protection  by  a  small  pecuniary 

President  Madison,  in  his  Message  of  December,  grant — Congress  being  the  only  legislative  body  they 
1810,  on  this  subject,  uses  the  following  language:  ^*"  address,  as  they  are  denied,  by  their  locality,  all 
"  Whilst  it  is   universally    admitted   that  a   well  in-    ■''|  ^'^"^  ""y  particular  State. 

structed  people  alone  ran  be  a  permanently  free  peo-  i  ^^^  committee,  in  reviewing  the  peculiar  circom- 
plc,  and  whilst  it  is  evident  that  the  means  of  dif- i  "^*"*^*'*  ^^*<^^  ^^"r^^^^rize  the  origin  of  this  establish- 
fusing  and  improving  useful  knowledge  form  so  small  ment,  its  progress,  and  the  great  benefits  it  promises 
a  portion  of  the  expenditures  for  national  purposes,  I     ^°  society,  are  of  opinion  that  the  application  is  rca 


cannot  presume  it  to  be  unreasonable  to  invite  your 
attention  to  the  advantages  of  superadding  to  the 
means  of  education,  provided  by  the  several  States,  a 
seminary  of  learning,  instituted  by  the  National  Legis- 
lature, within  the  limits  of  their  exclusive  jurisdiction, 
the  expense  of  which    might   be   defrayed,  or  reim- 


sonable.  It  cannot  be  doubled,  had  such  an  estab- 
lishment grown  up,  under  similar  circumstances,  ia 
either  of  the  States,  it  would  receive  the  helping  hand 
of  its  Legislature.  Congress  stands  in  the  same  rela- 
tion to  this  establishment,  from  its  exclusive  power  of 
legislation  within  the  District.     It  may  be  objected, 


bursed  out  of  the  vacant  grounds  which  have  accrued  however,  that  the  right  of  Congress  to  appropriate  the 
to  the  nation  within  those  limtits."  "  Such  an  insli-  funds  of  the  nation  to  a  purpose  in  part  local,  how- 
tution,  though  local  in  its  legal  character,  would  be  ^^^^  national  its  effects,  is  questionable.  The  corn- 
universal  in  its  beneficial  effects.  By  enlightening  ro'ttee  intentionally  forbear  to  discuss  this  question, 
the  opinions,  by  expanding  the  patriotism,  and  by  ■«.  upon  it,  a  difference  of  opinion  is  believed  to  exist, 
assimilating  the  principles,  the  sentiments,  and  the  *"^  ■■  ^^  decision  is  not  necessary  to  the  successful 
manners  of  those  who  might  resort  to  this  temple  of    f^^ult  of  the  proposed  measure. 

science,  to  be  re-distributed,  indue  time,  through;  In  the  extract  from  the  Message  of  President  Madi- 
every  part  of  the  community — sources  of  jealousy  and  son.  Congress  is  referred  to  a  fund  from  which  peca- 
prejudice  would  be  diminished,  the  features  of  national  '  niary  aid  may  be  derived,  free  from  all  objections — 
character  would  be  multiplied,  and  greater  extent  the  public  property  within  the  District.  This  property 
given  to  social  harmony.  But,  above  all,  a  well  con-  was  granted  by  the  original  proprietors,  on  the  condi- 
stituted  seminary,  in  the  centre  of  the  nation,  is  recom- 1  tion  that  its  avails  should  be  appropriated  to  the  im- 
mended  by  the  consideration,  that  the  additional  in-  j  provement  of  the  city.     It  appears,  by  reference  to  a 
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report  prepared  on  this  subject,  that,  with  sales  already 
efTected,  and  a  reasonable  estimate  on  the  remainder, 
the  amount  o(  this  property  is  equal  to  •$2,671,016; 
of  this  there  has  been  expended  on  the  public  build- 
ing^s  $1,214,292,  leaving  a  balance  in  favor  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  $1,356,724  ;  from  this  estimate  is  excluded  the 
expenses  of  rebuilding,  which  cannot,  with  justice,  be 
charged  to  this  fund,  as  thereby  a  national  misfortune 
would  be  made  to  fall  exclusively  on  the  people  of 
Washington,  instead  of  the  nation  at  large.  If  from 
this  last  sum  be  deducted  what  has  been  expended  on 
the  central  building,  and  on  all  other  public  improve- 
l&enta  in  the  city,  equal  to  $1,025,916,  there  would 
■till  be  a  balance  in  favor  of  the  District  of  $330,808. 
In  addition  to  the  high  authority  already  alluded  to, 
the  committee  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  course  uni- 
formly adopted  in  all  the  Territories.  By  reference  to 
the  vanuuB  acts  of  Congress,  it  will  be  seen  that  a 
large  portion  of  the  public  lands  has  there  been  set 
apart  for  the  purposes  of  education.  Without  a  s[>c- 
ci£cation,  they  content  themselves  by  saying  that 
one-thirty-sixtb  part  of  the  whole  land  of  the  United 
States  has  been  appropriated  to  this  purpose.  The 
committee,  therefore,  beg  leave  to  repwrt  a  bill  dis- 
pensing aid,  to  a  limited  extent,  to  the  Columbian  Col- 
lege. They  have  been  induced  to  grant  the  debts  re- 
ferred to  in  the  bill  for  two  reasons.  The  one.  that 
they  are  within  the  District ;  and  the  other,  that  the 
larger  debt,  from  the  questionable  condition  of  the 
debtors,  will  be  difficult  to  collect.  Its  collection  or 
arrangement  may,  nevertheless,  be  made  available  to 
tome  extent,  when  transferred  to  the  trustees  of  the 
college.  The  debt  from  the  estate  of  Mr.  Lee  id  for 
property  sold  within  the  District. 

TIME  OF  ADJOURNMENT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Macon,  the  resolution  pro- 
posed by  him,  some  days  since,  fixing  a  time  for 
closing  the  present  session  of  Con^^es^i,  was  taken 
up  for  consideration.  That  resolution  specified 
the  4th  of  May,  as  the  day  of  adjournment.  The 
"4th"  was,  on  motion,  stricken  out ;  when 

Mr.  Talbot  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  the 
"  15th jJay."  Some  remark.s  were  made  upon  this 
subject,  by  Messrs.  Talbot,  Macon,  Holmes,  of 
Maine,  Dickerson,  Van  Dyke,  and  Brown. 

Mr.  DrcKERsoN  moved  to  postpone  the  resolu- 
tion to  Monday  next. 

This  motion  was  decided  in  the  negative — yeas 
21,  nays  24. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke  moved  to  fill  the  blank  in  the 
resolution  with  the  "  18th"  as  the  day  of  adjourn- 
ment.    This  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  Mr.  Talbot's 
motion,for  filling  the  blank  with  "the  loth."  Mr. 
Eaton  spoke  in  favor  of  that  day,  as  the  great 
and  important  subjects  before  the  Senate  could 
not  possibly  be  disposed  of  before  that  lime. 

Messrs.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  Smith,  Rug- 
GLE3,  Taylor,  of  Virginia,  and  Noble,  made 
some  further  remarks  upon  the  subject.  Mr.  Ruo- 
GLEs  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table — 
this  motion  was  decided  in  the  negative,  yeas  22, 
nays  24. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  filling  the  blank 
with  the  "  15th." 
Messrs.  Kino,  of  Alabama,  and  H.  Johnson,  of 


Louisiana,  spoke  in  favor  of  an  early  day  of  ad- 
journment. 

Mr.  Dickerson  said,  he  should  consider  the  de- 
termination of  the  Senate  to  fix  an  early  day  for 
adjournment,  as  tantamount  to  the  rejection  of 
the  imjxjriant  bill  (the  TariflTbill)  which  has  just 
come  from  the  other  House. 

The  Senate  then  decided  in  favor  of  filling  the 
blank  with  the  15th — yeas  25,  nays  21.  So  the 
resolution  fixes  the  15th  day  of  May,  for  adjourn- 
ment of  Congress — it  was  then  passed  to  be  en- 
grossed and  read  the  third  time. 


Tuesday,  April  20. 

Mr.  Mills  presented  the  petition  of  Henry 
Huttleston,  praying  indemnity  for  depredations 
committed  on  his  property  by  France,  in  the  years 
1807  and  1808  ;  which  Was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  RuGGLEs  presented  the  petition  of  Alexan- 
der Scott,  late  collector  of  customs  for  the  port  of 
Pensacola,  in  the  Territory  of  Florida,  praying  to 
be  allowed,  in  the  setjJ^Mnent  of  his  accounts,  the 
same  compensation  thkt  is  allowed  to  other  col- 
lectors in  that  Territory  ;  which  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John  H. 
Howland,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  John  H.  Howland.  The  report 
and  bill  were  read,  and  the  bill  passed  to  the  sec- 
ond reading. 

In  pur.suance  of  notice  given  on  Friday  last, 
Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Mas.sachusetts,  asked  leave  to  in- 
troduce a  bill  "  to  provide  for  the  punishment  of 
crimes,  when  committed  in  any  navy  yard,  fort, 
arsenal,  magazine,  dock,  lighthouse,  tract  of  land, 
or  other  place  belonging  to  the  United  States." 
Mr.  L.  said  that,  in  introducing  this  bill,  it  was 
only  necessary  now  to  remark  that,  such  was  the 
peculiar  nature  of  our  laws,  a  man  might  commit 
murder  within  an  arsenal  or  fort,  or  other  place 
under  the  immediate  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
States  ;  and  unless  he  was  reached  by  the  bullet 
or  the  bayonet  of  the  .soldier,  he  could  not  be 
touched.  There  was  no  law  by  which  he  could 
be  called  to  answer  for  the  crime.  Leave  to  in- 
troduce the  bill  was  accordingly  granted.  The 
bill  was  twice  read,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Hayne  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to 
report  to  the  Senate  the  number  of  arms  furnished  by 
the  State  of  South  Carolina  to  the  United  States  dur- 
ing the  late  war,  and  which  have  been  substantiated 
at  the  proper  department;  and,  also,  whether  any  ar- 
rangements have  been  made  for  the  settlement  of  the 
demand,  and  what  legal  provisions  may  be  necessary 
to  carry  the  same  into  effect. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke  laid  on  the  table  a  communica- 
tion from  the  President  of  the  Chesapeake  and 
Delaware  Canal  Company,  soliciting  the  patron- 
age of  Government  by  a  subscription  to  their  stock. 
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Referred  to  the  select  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals. 

The  joint  resolution,  fixing  the  15th  day  of  May 
next,  for  the  adjournment  of  the  present  session  of 
Congress,  was  read  the  third  time.  Mr.  Noble 
moved  that  it  be  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  This 
motion  was  not  agreed  to.  The  resolution  was 
then  passed,  and  sent  to  the  other  House  for  con- 
currence. 

In  pursuance  of  notice  given  yesterday,  Mr. 
Eaton  asked  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  "  to  amend 
the  act  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  'An  act 
to  carry  into  effect  the  ninth  article  of  the  Treaty 
with  Spain."  Leave  was  accordingly  granted — 
the  bill  was  twice  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Maryland,  the  Sen- 
ate, as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to 
consider  the  bill  "supplementary  to  an  act,  enti- 
tled An  act  to  incorporate  the  Columbia  Turn- 
pike Company,  into  the  District  of  Columbia." 
Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  was  called  to  the  Chair. 
This  bill  gives  the  company  the  power  to  raise 
its  lolls.  Some  remarks  were  made  upon  it,  by 
Messrs.  Chandler,  and  Lloyd  of  Maryland.  It 
was  then  reported  to  the  Senate  without  amend- 
ment, and  passed  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the 
third  time. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  the 
Militia,  "  more  effectually  to  provide  for  the  na- 
tional defence,  by  establishing  a  uniform  militia 
throughout  the  United  States,  and  providing  for 
the  discipline  thereof,"  was  taken  up  for  consid- 
eration ;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Knight,  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  "  to 
provide  for  the  necessary  surveys  for  roads  and 
canals,"  was  taken  up  for  consideration,  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole.  The  question  was,  upon 
adopting  an  amendment  heretofore  proposed  by 
Mr.  Benton.  Mr.  13.  not  being  "present,  the  bill, 
upon  motion  of  Mr.  Eaton,  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  "for  the  relief  of  Colonel  William  Du- 
ane,"  was  next  taken  up  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky  explained  the 
grounds  upon  which  the  committee  reported  this 
bill.  It  proposes  to  pay  Colonel  Duane  the  differ- 
ence between  the  selling  price  of  one  thousand 
copies  of  his  Cavalry  System  of  Discipline,  which 
the  Government  contracted  to  purchase  of  him, 
and  the  price  at  which  they  were  sold  at  auction. 
It  further  provides  for  the  repayment  of  five  hun- 
dred dollars,  advanced  by  Colonel  Duane,  for  the 
Government. 

Some  discussion  took  place,  in  which  Messrs. 
Chandler,  Smith,  Jackson,  Findlay,  John- 
son of  Kentucky,  and  Lanman,  engao^ed.  A 
motion,  by  Mr.  Findlay,  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table,  was  lost.  Mr.  Chandler  moved  to  amend 
the  bill,  by  striking  out  so  much  as  proposes  to  pay 
for  the  "System  of  Cavalry  Discipline."  Mr. 
Lowrie  opposed  the  amendment — it  was  lost. 
The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate  without 


amendment,  and  passed  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
the  third  lime. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Noble,  the  Senate  then  look 
up,  m  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Ihe  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives,  "concerning  invalid 
pensioners."  The  bill  provides  for  the  payment 
of  pensions  to  thirteen  different  persons.  The 
Committee  on  Pensions,  of  the  Senate,  to  whom 
the  bill  was  referred,  propose  to  amend  it,  by 
striking  out  the  provision  ior  seven  of  these  per- 
sons. iMr.  Noble  explained  the  reasons  for  ihis 
amendment.  It  was  then  agreed  to.  The  bill 
was  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  passed  to  be  ei»- 
grossed  and  read  a  third  lime. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  H.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana, 
the  petition  of  Ann  Dubourg,  presented  at  the 
last  session,  was  again  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs, 
unfavorable  to  the  petition  of  Thomas  Johnson, 
was  again  read  for  consideration.  This  petitioner, 
formerly  a  purser  in  the  Navy  of  the  United  Stales, 
prays  for  the  appropriation  of  the  proceeds  of  cer- 
tain prizes  taken  by  the  United  Slates  squadron 
in  the  Mediterranean,  in  the  year  1805.  The  re- 
port of  the  committee  was  concurred  in. 

DUTY  ON  IMPORTS. 

The  bill  from  the  other  House,  "  to  amend  the 
several  acts  for  imposing  duties  on  imports,"  was 
taken  up  for  a  second  reading.  Mr.  Branch,  after 
a  few  remark.s,  expre.^sing  his  opiniatjjthat  the 
present  was  a  proper  time  to  try  whether  or  not 
the  Senate  was  willing  to  take  this  bill  into  con- 
I  sideration  at  all,  moved  that  it  should  be  indefi- 
!  nitely  postponed.  This  motion  gave  rise  to  some 
cursory  remarks  upon  the  point  of  order.  The 
Chair  decided  that,  as  the  Senate  had  already 
passed  the  bill  to  a  second  reading,  the  motion  of 
the  honorable  member  from  North  Carolina  was 
not  in  order  until  that  reading  had  taken  place. 
The  bill  was  then  read. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Maryland,  said  that  he  wished 
very  much  to  ascertain  what  would  be  the  effect 
of  this  measure,  upon  the  revenue  of  the  country  ; 
the  importance  of  the  subject  was  so  evident,  that 
it  needed  no  comment  from  him ;  he  thought  it 
would  have  a  powerful  effect  upon  the  finances  of 
the  country  ;  and  with  a  view  to  ascertain  what 
the  extent  of  that  effect  would  be,  he  moved  the 
reference  of  the  bill  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 
This  motion  gave  rise  to  a  considerable  discussion, 
as  to  the  propriety  of  this  reference.  By  the  op- 
ponents of  the  motion,  it  was  contended  that  the 
subject  properly  belonged  to  the  Commitjtee  on 
Commerce  and  Manufactures.  Messrs.  Lloyd  of 
Maryland,  Mills,  Taylor  of  Virginia,  and 
Smith,  supported  the  motion  ;  and  Messrs.  Dick- 
erson, Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Noble,  and  Chan- 
dler, opposed  it.  Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts, 
made  some  remarks  upon  the  subject.  The  ques- 
tion was  then  taken,  and  decided  against  the  ref- 
erence to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  as  follows: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Barbour,  Branch,  Clayton,  Elliott, 
Gaillard,  Holmes  of  Maine,   Holmes  of  Missiasippi, 
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Henry  Johnson,  Josiah  S.  Johnston,  King  of  Aiaba- 
ma,  King  of  New  York,  Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Lloyd  of 
MassachusetUt,  Macon.  Mills,  Parrott,  Smith,  Taylor  of 
Virginia,  Van  Dyke,  Ware,  and  Williams — 22. 

Nats  —  Mentrs,  Barton,  Bell,  Brown,  Chandler, 
D'Wolf,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Findlay,  Jack- 
son, Johnson  of  Kentucky.  Knight,  Lanman,  Lowrie, 
Mcllvaine,  Nohle,  Palmer.  Ruggle«,  Seymour,  Tal- 
bot, Taylor  of  Indiina,  Thomas,  and  Van  Buren — 23. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dickerson,  the  bill  was  then 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  .Man- 
ufactures. 

Mr.  Mills  then  moved  that  the  Committee  on 
Finance  be  associated  with  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  and  Manufactures,  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  "to  amend  the  several  acts  for 
imposing  duties  on  imports;"  and  that  the  mem- 
bers of  both  those  committees  be  considered  as 
one  committee,  for  that  purpose.  This  motion 
lies  over  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  after  comment- 
ing forcibly  upon  the  momentous  importance  of  i 
this  bill,  than  which  none  more  important  had 
been  presented  to  the  Senate,  since  the  adoption  ■ 
of  the  Constitution,  moved  that  two  members,  to  | 
be  chosen  by  ballot,  should  be  added  to  the  Com-  ! 
mittee  on  Manufactures,  for  the  consideration  of ! 
the  tariff  bill.  | 

The  Chair  stated  that  the  motion,  as  it  in- 
volved the  alteration  of  the  rule  of  the  Senate,  by  i 
which  it  is  provided  that  the  committee  shall  con-  ' 
sist  of  five  members,  could  not  be  put,  by  general  ! 
consent.  It  was  objected  to,  and  was  not  put  to  i 
the  Senate.  ! 

CL.ALMS    AGALNST    THE    UNITED  ST.\TE8. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  Judiciary  Committee, 
"to  provide  for  the  settlement  of  certain  pecuni- 
ary claims  against  the  United  States,"  was  then 
taken  up  for  consideration  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate. 
Mr.  Taylor,  of  Virginia,  spoke  in  favor  of  the 
bill ;  Mr.  Van  Bche.n  moved  its  indefinite  post- 
ponement, and  made  a  few  remarks  in  favor  of 
that  motion.  Mr.  La.nman,  also,  advocated  the 
postponement ;  and  Mr.  Barbocr  opposed  it. 
The  question  was  then  put,  and  decided  in  the 
negative— yeas  16,  nays  19,  as  follows: 

Y«AS— Messrs.  Bell,  Chandler,  Clayton,  D'Wolf, 
Edwards,  Findlay,  Gaill.ird,  King  of  .Alabama,  Knight, 
Lanman,  Lowrie,  Ruggles,  Seymour,  Thomas,  Van 
Buren,  and  Williams. 

Nats — .Megsra.  Barbour,  Barton,  Brown,  Haync, 
Holmes  of  .Maine,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Henry  John- 
ton,  J.  S.  Johnston,  Kelly,  King  of  New  York,  Lloyd 
of  Maryland,  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  Macon.  Palmer, 
Ptrrott,  Smith,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Taylor  of  Vir-  I 
ginia,  and  Van  Dyke. 

The  amendment  made  in  Committee  of  the  i 
Whole,  limiting  the  amount  of  any  claim  to  be  ' 
btought  within  the  provisions  of  this  bill  to  three 
thousand  dollars,  was  objected  to  by  Mr.  H. 
Jou.vsoN,  of  Louisiana.  The  amendments,  how- 
ever, were  all  agreed  to.  Mr.  Lowrie  advanced 
some  objections  to  the  bill  j  to  which  Mr.  Tay- 
lor, of  Virginia,  replied. 


Mr.  Barboitr  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  in- 
serting a  provision,  that  no  claim  of  more  than 
years'  standing  shall  be  entitled  to  the  bene- 
fits ol  this  act,  nor  any  claim  which  has  been  re- 
jected by  either  House  of  Congress.  On  motion 
of  Mr.  Jackson,  the  blank  was  filled  with 
"  twelve."     The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Hayne  moved  a  new  section,  to  give  the 
Congress  the  power  of  revising  any  judgment  or 
decree  rendered  under  this  act.  The  amendment 
was  agreed  to. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  on  ordering  the 
bill  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time,  and 
decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas  20,  nays  19,  as 
follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Barbour,  Barton,  Branch,  Brown, 
Hayne,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Jaikson,  Johnson  of  Ken- 
tucky, Henry  Johnson,  J.  8.  Johnston,  Kelly,  King 
of  Alabama,  Lloyd  of  .Maryland,  Lloyd  of  Masaachu- 
setts,  Mcllvaine,  Macon.  Smith,  Taylor  of  Indiana, 
Taylor  of  Virginia,  and  Van  Dyke. 

Nats— Mes.sr8.  Bell,  Chandler,  Clayton,  D'Wolf, 
Eaton,  Edwards,  Findlay,  Gaillard,  King  of  New 
York,  Knight,  Lanman,  Lowrie,  Palmer,  Parrott, 
Ruggles,  Seymour,  Thomas,  Van  Buren,  and  Wil- 
liams. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  repeal,  in  part,  the  ac<,  entitled 
"An  act  to  enable  the  people  of  the  Alabama 
Territory  to  form  a  constitution  and  State  gov- 
ernment, and  for  the  admission  of  such  State 
into  the  Union,  on  an  equal  footing  with  the 
original  States,"  together  with  the  motion  to  re- 
commit the  same,  with  instructions  ;  and,  on  mo- 
tion, the  bill  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

And  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Wed.nesday,  April  21. 
The  Presioe.nt  communicated  a  letter  from 
the  President  of  the  Washington  Canal  Com- 
pany, with  a  statement  of  the  receipts  and  ex- 
penditures of  the  company  for  the  last  year  • 
which  was  read.  '. 

Mr.  Edwaros  presented   the  memorial  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  New  Haven,  in  Con- 
necticut, remonstrating  against  the  passage  of  an 
I  act  imposing  additional  duties  on  irnptnts;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  .Manufactures. 
!      On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Maryland,  the 
Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia  were  dis- 
charged from  the  consideration  of  the  memorial 
^  of  the  judges  of  the  orphans'  court  in  the  Dis- 
tnctof  Columbia  ;  and,  also,  from  the  considera- 
I  tion   of  the  memorial  and  counter-memorial  of 
1  the  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Alexandria,  ou 
j  the  subjtcl  of  retrocession   of  that   part   of  the 
j  District  of  Columbia. 

I  Mr.  Bell,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to 
'  whom  was  recommitted  the  memorial  of  Rezin 
Rawlmgs  and  John  Locke,  executors  of  Daniel 
Rawlings,  made  a  further  report,  accompanied 
by  a  resolution,  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners 
ought  not  to  be  granted. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Columbian  Col- 
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lege,  m  the  District  of  Colombia  ;  and  the  bill  [effect  the  bill  from  the  other  House,  '  to  amend 
for  the  relief  of  John  H.  Howland,of  New  York,  |  the  several  acts  for  imposing  duties  on  imports,' 
were  severally  read  the  second  time.  j  will  .have  on  the  revenue  of  the  country." 

A  message  Iroia  the  House  of  Representatives  |  Messrs.  Ki.ng  of  Alabama,  Johnson  of  Ken- 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  Houst-  have  passed  |  tucky,  and  Elliott,  opposed  both  the  resolution 
a  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  ^  and  the  amendment.  The  question  was  then 
to  join  such  committee  as  the  Senate  may  ap-  taken  on  the  amendment,  and  decided  in  the  neg- 
point,  to  consider  and  report  what  business  ought  ;  ative ;  and  Mr.  Mills  then  withdrew  his  resolu- 
te be  acted  upon  at  the  present  session;  and,  also,  |  tion. 
at  what  time  the  session  may  be  closed  by  the  ! 

adjournment  of  the  two  Houses  ;  in  which  they  j  COLONEL  DUANE. 

request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate.  I      The   bill   for   the  relief  of  Colonel    William 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolu-    I^uane  was  read  the  third  time.     On  the  question, 
tion  last  brought  up  for  concurrence,  and  con-  !  Shall  this  bill  pass?  it  was  determined    in  the 
curred  therein,  and  Messrs.   Jacr.so.n,  Johnson  !  affirmative — yeas  27,  nays  8,  as  follows: 
of  Kentucky,   and   Kelly,    were   appointed    the  ;      Yka*— Messrs.    Barbour,    Barton,    Bell,    Benton, 
committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate.  Brown,  D'Wolf,  Dickerson,    Eaton,  Edwards,   GaU- 

The    resolution    submitted    yesterday    by   Mr.    l«rd.  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Mississippi,  Jackson,  Johnson 
Hayne,  directing   the  Secretary  of  War  "  to  re-  j  of  Kentucky,  Henry  Johnson,   Josiah  8.  Johnston, 

Kelly,  Knight,  Lowrie,  Mcllvaine,  Mills,  Ruggles, 
Smith,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Van  Buren,  and 
Williams. 

Nats — Messrs.  Chandler,  Clayton,  Holmes  of 
Maine,  King  of  Alabama,  Macon,  Taylor  of  Vir- 
ginia, Van  Dyke,  and  Ware. 

So  it  was  resolved,  that  this  bill  pass,  and  that 
the  title  thereof  be  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Col- 
onel William  Duane." 


'  port  to  the  Senate  the  number  of  arms  furnished 
'  by  the  State  of  South  Carolina  to  the  United 
'  States  during  the  late  war,  and  which  have 
'  been  sttbatantiatcd  at  the  proper  department ;  and, 
'  also,  whether  any  arrangements  have  been  made 
'  for  the  settlement  of  the  demand  of  the  State  for 
'  such  arms,  and  what  legal  provisions  may  be 
'  necessary  to  carry  the  same  into  effect,"  was 
apiin  read  for  consideration.  Mr.  H.  briefly  ex- 
plained the  objects  of  the  resolution,  and  it  was 
then  agreed  to. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
"concerning  invalid  pensions,"  was  read  the  third 
time,  as  amended;  the  bill  was  then  passed,  and 
sent  to  the  other  House  for  concurrence  in  the 
amendment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  the  bill 
reported  by  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 
I' explanatory  of  an  act  confirming  claims  to  lots 
in  the  town  of  Mobile,'  was  taken  up  for  consid- 
eration, in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Bar- 
boor  in  the  Chair.  .Mr.  King,  of  Alabama, 
moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  adding  a  proviso, 
"  that  no  such  claim  shall  be  confirmed,  if  the 
quantity  of  land  exceeds  one  acre."  This  amend- 
ment was  agreed  to.     The  bill  was  then  reported 


SURVEYS  FOR  ROADS  AND  CANALS. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  "  to 
provide  for  making  surveys  for  roads  and  canals," 
was  then  taken  up  for  consideration,  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Wliole.  The  question  was  upon  an  en- 
tire new  bill,  offered  as  an  amendment,  by  Mr. 
Benton. 

Mr.  Benton  rose  and  said,  he  would  compare 
the  provisions  of  the  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, with  the  provisions  of  the  amendment 
which  he  had  submitted,  and  he  would  state  the 
reasons  which  induced  him  to  prefer  the  amend- 
ment to  the  bill. 

The  bill  is  general.  It  places  $30,000  in  the 
hands  of  the  President,  and  leaves  him  at  liberty 
to  select  such  routes  for  roads  and  canals  as  he 


to  the  Senate,  and  passed   to   be  engrossed,  and  |  shall  think  proper.     It  contains  no  details,  neither 
read  the  third  tune.  ;  as  to  the  construction  of  the  roads,  nor  as  to  the 

depth  and  width  of  the  canals.  It  contains  no 
limitation  upon  the  number  of  persons  to  be  em- 
ployed in  the  survey,  nor  upon  the  wages  to  be  al- 
lowed them.  It  asks  no  consent  from  the  States 
to  the  execution  of  the  works  proposed  to  be  un- 
dertaken within  their  limits. 

The  amendment  is  specific.  It  places  the  same 
thirty  thousand  dollars  in  the  hands  of  the  Presi- 
dent, but  specifies  the  routes  to  which  he  shall  ap- 
ply it.  It  defines  the  extent  and  capacity  of  the 
intended  works.  It  limits  the  number  of  surveyors 
to  be  employed,  and  fixes  their  compensation.  It 
asks  the  consent  of  the  States  to  the  execution  of 
the  works. 

On  this  proposition  to  amend,  Mr.  B.  did  not 
consider  the  field  to  be  open  for  debate  on  the 
constitutionality  or  general  expediency  of  inter- 
nal improvements.  He  considered  the  debateable 
ground  to  lie  between  the  bill  and  the  amendment. 


DUTIES  ON  IMPORTS. 

The  resolution  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr. 
Mills,  proposing  •'  that  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance should  be  associated  with  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  and  Manufactures,  for  the  consid- 
eration of  the  bill  ''  to  amend  the  several  acts  for 
imposing  duties  on  imports,"  and  that  the  mem- 
bers of  the  two  committees  be  considered  as  one 
committee  for  that  purpose,"  was  then  read  for 
consideration.  Mr.  Mills  made  a  few  remarks 
m  support  of  his  motion.  Messrs.  Barbocr, 
Smith,  and  Lloyo  of  Massachusetts,  also  spoke 
in  favor  of  it;  and  Messrs.  Dickerson,  Noble, 
and  Lowrie,  opposed  it. 

Mr.  HoL.MEs,  of  Maine,  moved  to  amend  the 
resolution,  bv  striking  out  all  but  the  word  "  Re- 
solved," and  inserting  the  following,  "  that  the 
Committee  on  Finance  be  directed  to  inquire  what 
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Their  comparative  merits  was  the  object  of  in-  !  and  superior  to  every  local  consideration,  is  com 
quiry.  He  would  limit  himself  to  it,  and  endea-  petent  to  the  selection  of  such  national  objects.' 
vor  to  show,  -^  "    ■         ^      .         .^ 

1st.  That  it  is  better  to  adopt  the  specific  than 


the  G^eneral  provisions 

2a.  That  the  routes  specified  are  national. 

3d.  That  we  have  the  funds  to  execute  them. 

On  the  first  poinL — The  adoption  of  the  bill, 
with  the  general  provisions,  would  subject  the 
President  to  a  labor  which  ought  not  to  be  thrown 
upon  him.     He  is  aa  Executive  oflBcer,  created  for 


(Gallatin  uu  Roads  and  Canals.) 

It  i^  wrong  to  give  to  the  Executive  the  vast 
increase  of  patronage  wliich  the  general  provis- 
ions of  this  bill  will  confer  upon  him.  It  was 
said  in  England,  thirty  years  ago,  that  the  power 
of  the  Crown  had  increased,  was  increasing,  and 
ought  to  be  diminished.  The  same  may  be  said 
of  the  patronage  of  the  American  Executive; 
and  shall  we,  instead   of  diminishing,  add  to  it, 


great  national  purposes,  and  his  duties  are  defined  I  some  twenty  or  thirty  millions  more  ?  Shall  we 
in  the  Constitution.  I  do  not  deny  but  that  the  ,  refuse  to  sit  here  and  vote  upon  these  routes,  in 
Congress  may  add  to  them,  but  it  ought  never  to  our  characters  of  Senators,  and  then  rush  to  the 
be  done,  except  in  a  case  of  clear  necessity,  and  President,  and,  in  the  supplicant  posture  of  peti- 
here  is  no  necessity  at  all.  It  is  a  deception  prac-  tioners,  humbly  sue  to  him  for  a  division  oi  the 
tised  upon  itself,  for  the  Congress  to  suppose  that  '  spoil  ? 

the  talent  and  character  of  tbe  President  is  to  be  |  The  adoption  of  the  amendment  will  prevent 
embarked  in  those  legislative  duties  annually  as-  j  all  these  evils',  will  save  the  President  from  a  la- 
signed  to  him.     He  has  enough  to  do  under  the    bor  to  which  he  ought  not  to  be  subjected from 

Constitution.  He  cannot  quit  the  great  concerns  !  a  responsibility  to  which  he  ought  not  to  be  ex- 
of  the  nation  to  superintend  these  subaltern  affairs.  I  posed — from  a  legislative  duly  which  dots  not  be- 
They  are  devolved  upon  some  subordinate  officer,  j  long  to  him — from  an  increase  of  patronage  which 
we  know  not  whom,  and  the  errors  and  mistakes  j  may  bring  the  members  of  the  National  Legisla- 
of  the  unknown  deputy,  are  sanctified  by  the  adop-  '  ture,  in  crowds,  to  his  feet. 

tibn  of  his  august  superior.  The  amendment   asks  for   the  con.sent  of  the 

It  is  wrong  to  throw  upon  the  President  the  re-  j  States.  The  request  does  not  turn  upon  the  no- 
sponsibility  of  making  these  selections.  They  in- '  "'  >  •  -  - 
terest  the  local  feelings  of  every  part  of  the  Union, 
and  every  section  will  claim  its  road  or  canal.  If 
disappointed,  it  will  be  discontented,  and  nine- 
tenths  of  the  applicants  must  be  disappointed.  No 
human  being  can  decide  upon  their  jarring  pre- 
tensions, and  give  a  general  satisfaction.  We  can- 
not do  it  ourselves,  though  drawn  from  every  part 
of  the  Union.     The  moment  we  begin  to  touch 
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tion  that  the  act  of  one  Slate  can  give  a  power  to 
Congress  which  it  has  not  derived  from  the  Con- 
stitution. It  turns  upon  the  question  of  trespass 
upon  the  soil  and  jurisdiction  of  a  sovereign  State. 
The  right  of  Congress  to  appropriate  the  money, 
is  generally  admitted.  The  great  objection  is  to 
the  right  of  the  Federal  Government  to  enter  the 
limits  of  a  sovereign  State,  and  dig  up  its  soil, 
^  cut  down  its  trees,  and    trample   upon   its  grass. 

the  internal  improvement  fund,  we  take  the  atti-  This  involves  the  idea  of  trespass  upon  the  soil 
tude  of  legatees,  dividing  the  estate  of  an  ancestor,  and  jurisdiction  of  the  State  ;  and  that  presents 
Each  goes  for  himself.  How  stands  the  question  a  question  limited  to  the  two  parties  concerned, 
at  this  moment  in  the  Senate  ?  We  have  one  pro-  i  If  the  State  is  sovereign,  she  can  consent  to  the 
position  to  divide  the  fund  according  to  the  popu-  i  entry,  and  waive  the  supposed  trespass ;  if  she  is 
lalion  of  the  States;  another  to  divide  according  not,'there  can  be  no  violation  of  sovereignty  in 
to  the  rule  of  laying  direct  taxes  ;  a  third  to  divide  ,  entering  without  it.  Granting  the  right  of  Con- 
according  to  the  .superficial  content  of  the  States;  I  gress  to  be  clearly  inferrible  from  the  Constitu- 
and  each  State  goes  for  that  by  which  it  would  '  tion,  I  would  still  prefer  to  make  these  improve- 
gain  most.  The  amendment  which  I  have  sub-  !  ments  with  the  consent  of  the  States.  It  would 
mitted  adopts  a  rule  of  division  difl'erent  from  all  !  be  respectful  towards  them  to  ask  their  consent 
these:  it  proposes  to  apply  the  fund  nationally,  to  I  It  would  conform  to  the  opinion  of  some  distin- 
make  roads  and  canals  where  the  national  interest  |  guished  statesmen  *  It  would  follow  the  principle 
requires  them,  without  regard  to  population,  di-  |  of  the  act  under  which  the  Cumberland  road  was 
rect  taxes,  or  the  .size  of  the  States.  The  Con-  I  opened  ;  an  act  which  had  the  approbation  of  Mr 
gress  can  agree  upon  neither,  and  it  throws  the  re-  I  Jefferson,  and  which  procured  the  assent  of  Vir- 
sponsibiity  of  division  upon  the  President.  What  ginia,  Maryland,  and  Pennsylvania,  to  the  con- 
will  be  the  result  ?  W  hy,  the  President  will  order  I  struction  of  that  great  road  within  their  resnec- 
some  routes  to  be  surveyed,  and  when  the  surveys  j  live  limits.  It  cannot  be  presumed  that  a  Slate 
are  brought  in,  and  an  appropriation  is  demanded,  i  would  refuse  its  consent  in  any  case  in  which  it 
all  the  disappointed  may  stand  together,  attack  ;  would  be  beneficial  to  itself  to  grant  it  or  that 
his  selection,  and  defeat  it.  |  the  Congress   would   wish   to  open  a  road  or  a 

It  was  wrong  to  give  to  the  President  a  legisla-  |  canal  contrary  to  the  will  and  the  interest  of  the 
tive  duty  to  perform.  The  selection  of  these  routes  State  through  which  it  would  pass.  The  request 
IS  a  legislative  function.  It  mvolves  appropria- ,  will  not  compromise  any  existing  right.  lean 
tions  and  local  interests,  and  may  give  great  ad  /  s     s 


vantages  to  one  part  of  the  Union  over  another. 
Seventeen  years  ago,  it  was  said  bv  one  of  our 
most  eminent  statesmen,  that,  "  the  National  Le- 
gislature alone,  embracing  every  local  interest. 


•  "  It  is  evident  that  the  United  States  cannot,  un- 
der the  Constitution,  open  any  road  or  canal,  without 
the  consent  of  the  State  through  which  it  passes." 
(Gallatin  on  Roads  and  Canals.) 
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see  no  possible  evil;  on  the  contrary,  great  ad- 
vantages from  making  the  re<juest. 

The  routes  specified  in  the  amendment  are  na- 
tional.    They  are — 

For  Canals. 

1.  A  route  to  connect  the  inland  tide  waters, 
along  the  Atlantic  coast,  from  Maine  to  Florida. 

2.  A  route  to  connect  the  Ohio  and  Potomac 
rivers. 

3.  A  route  to  connect  the  Ohio  and  Lake  Erie. 

4.  A  route  to  connect  the  Illinois  and  Lake 
Michigan. 

6.  A  route  to  connect  the  Tennessee  river  with 
the  waters  of  the  Mobile  bay. 

6.  A  route  to  connect  the  inland  tide  waters 
along  the  Gulf  coast,  from  the  Mississippi  to  the 
Atlantic  Ocean. 

For  Roads. 

1.  From  Washington  City,  south,  to  Florida. 

2.  From  Washington  City,  north,  to  Maine. 

3.  From  Washington  City,  southwest,  through 
Virginia  and  Tennes.see. 

4.  From  Washington  City,  northwest,  in  com- 
pletion of  the  Cumberland  road,  to  Misssouri. 

5.  From  New  Orleans  to  Columbus,  in  Ohio. 
These  objects  announce  themselves  as  national. 

They  follow  the  course  of  travelling,  of  trade,  of 
the  mails,  of  the  march  of  troops,  and  they  unite 
the  grand  geographical  divisions  of  the  country. 
1.  The  canal  along  the  Atlantic  coast  was  pro- 
jected by  Mr.  Grallatin,  in    the  year  1807.     The 
mlaud    tide   waters,    in    front    of  that   extended 
coast,  are  only  separated   by  some  half  a  dozen 
necks  of  land,  making  in  the  whole  one  hundred 
miles.     Canals  of  eight  feet  depth,  opened  across 
these  necks,  would  give  an  inland  navigation  of 
one   thousand   six    hundred    miles,   secure   from 
storms  and  enemies.     Steamboats  of  the  largest 
size,  and  all  the  common  sea  vessels,  could  float 
upon  it.     The  communication    between  all  the 
Atlantic   seaports    would    be    safe,    regular,   and 
rapid,  as  well  in  bad  as  in  good  weather,  in  war 
as  in  peace.     2.  The  project  of  a  canal  between 
the  Ohio  and  Potomac  has  too  recently  occupied 
the  public  attention  to  need  a  word  of  commen-  , 
dation  from   me.     3.   The  junction  of  the  Ohio 
and  Lake  Erie  was  a  favorite  object  with  General 
Washington,  and  now  engages  the  anxious  delib- 
erations of  the  States   interested   in  it.     Nature 
seems  to  have  intended  these  waters  for  commu- 
nion.    In  various  places,  in  the  States  of  Ohio  and 
Indiana,  they  approach  and  almost  embrace  each 
other.     The    Wabash,    Sciota,   and    Muskingum  ! 
approximate  to  the  opposite  streams  of  the  lake, 
and  call  upon  man  to  join  them  together.     3.  Be-  j 
tween  the  Illinois  and  Lake  Michigan  the  effort  i 
of  nature  has  been  greater,  the  work  of  man  will  j 
be  less,  and  the  result  more  grand  and  universal.  < 
The  Pass  at  Chicago  is  the  Dardanelles  of  North  ! 
America.     A  cut  of  a  few  miles  would  unite  the 
inland   seas  of  the  North,  the  Lakes  Superior, 
Huron,  Erie,  and  Michigan,  with  the  fifty  thou- 
sand miles  of  river  navigation  which  traverse  the 
valley  of  the  Mississippi.    5.  The  junction  of  the 


Tennessee  with  the  waters  of  the  Mobile  would 
unite  two  large  divisions  of  the  country,  and  give 
facilities  to  the  commerce  of  four  different  States. 
With  all  these  objects,  the  public  mind  bad  been 
long  familiar,  and  eulogies  upon  their  advantages 
would  be  labor  misplaced,  in  the  American  Senate. 
The  route  along  the  Gulf  is  the  only  one  which 
presents  itself  in  the  shape  of  a  new  project,  and 
some  details  upon  its  practicability  and  advan- 
tages ought  to  be  given.  Mr.  Benton  would  give 
them,  partly  from  his  own  observation,  but  chiefly 
from  a  fund  of  accurate  information  received  from 
the  intelligent  delegate  from  Florida,  General 
Call. 

The  direction  of  this  route  would  be  East  and 
West ;  its  point  of  commencement,  in  the  Iber- 
ville river,  on  the  Mississippi ;  its  termination  in 
the  St.  John's  river,  on  the  Atlantic  coast;  the 
Iberville  is  an  arm  of  the  Mississippi;  breaking 
out  from  the  main  river  about  one  hundred  miles 
above  New  Orleans,  and  discharging  itself  into 
Lakes  Maurepas  and  Pontchartrain.  At  nine  miles 
from  the  Mississippi  it  meets  the  tide!  The  St. 
John's  is  a  noble  river  of  East  Florida,  twelve  feet 
deep  on  the  bar  at  its  mouth,  and  navigable  for 
ships  two  hundred  miles. 

The  route  divides  itself  into  four  stages: 

1.  From  the  Mississippi  to  Mobile  bay,  three 
hundred  and  sixty  miles. 

2.  From  Mobile  bay  to  Pensacola,  forty  miles. 

3.  From  Pensacola  lo  the  bay  of  St.  Mark's, 
two  hundred  and  fifty  miles. 

4.  From  St.  Mark's  to  the  tide  in  St.  John's 
river,  two  hundred  miles. 

The  first  stage  lies  through  the  Iberville,  the 
Lakes  Maurepas,  Pontchartrain,  and  Borgne,  and 
behind  the  range  of  islands  which  lie  in  front  of 
the  coast.  The  work  to  be  done  upon  this  part  of 
the  route  is  next  to  nothing.  Some  rafts  only, 
which  obstruct  the  channel  of  the  Iberville,  are  to 
be  removed. 

The  second  stage,  from  Mobile  bay  to  Pensa-^ 
cola.  The  route  lies  through  the  river  Bonne 
Secourre,  over  land,  five  miles,  to  an  arm  of  the 
Perdido  bay,  and  from  the  Perdido,  over  land,  one 
mile,  to  the  grand  lagoon  which  communicates 
with  the  bay  of  Pensacola.  The  work  to  be  done 
upon  this  stage  is  to  open  two  canals,  one  of  five 
miles,  the  othpr  of  one  mile,  in  length. 

The  third  stage,  from  Pensacola  to  St.  Mark's. 
The  route  follows  the  coast,  behind  the  island 
Santa  Rosa,  to  the  bay  of  Choctawhatchy,  thence 
up  a  large  bayou  into  the  bay  of  St.  Andrew's, 
thence  five  miles,  over  land,  to  Lake  Wiraeco, 
which  communicates  with  the  bay  of  St.  Mark's. 
The  only  work  to  be  done  is  to  open  a  canal  of 
five  miles,  between  the  bay  of  St.  Andrew's  and 
the  Lake  Wimeco. 

The  fourth  stage,  between  the  Bay  of  St.  Mark's 
and  the  tide-water  of  St.  John's  river.  The  route 
is  along  the  coast  sixty  miles,  to  the  mouth  of  Su- 
waney  river,  up  to  its  eastern  point  of  navigation, 
and  over  land,  twenty  miles,  to  the  river  Sl  John's. 
The  work  to  be  done,  to  open  a  canal  twenty  miles, 
between  the  Suwaney  and  St.  John's,  through 
a  level  country  and  a  light  soil,  reposing  upon  a 
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clay  foundatioD.  It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that, 
between  the  Suwaoey  and  the  Atlantic  ocean,  there 
are  two  means  of  communication,  both  equally 
short  and  easy — by  the  St.  John's  and  Si.  Mary's. 
In  favor  of  the  latter  route,  a  memorial  now  lies 
upon  the  table  of  the  Senate,  from  the  citizens  of 
the  southern  parts  of  Georgia,  praying  a  canal  to 
be  opened,  and  staling  the  distance  at  twenty-five 
miles. 

Mr.  B.  called  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the 
inconsiderable  work  required  to  be  done,  and   the 
great  effect  to  be  produced  in  opening  the  route 
which  he  had  traced.     The  removal  of  some  rafts 
of  limber  in  the  Iberville,  would  open  a  commu- 
nication between  the  Mississippi  and  the  Mobile 
bay  ;  two  canals  of  six  miles  would  unite  the  bays 
of  Mobile,  Perdido,  and   Pensacola  ;  a  canal    of 
five  miles  would  unite  the  bays  of  Pensacola,  St. 
Andrew'.^,  and  St.  Mark's  ;  and  a  canal  of  twenty 
miles  would  cui  ihrouffh  the  peninsula  of  Florida, 
and  unite  the  Gulf  ofMexico  with  the  Atlantic 
ocean.    He  dwelt  upon  the  advantages  of  com- 
pleting this   communication,  which    nature   had 
indicated,  between  the  Misi^issippi  and  the  Allan- 
tic.     It  would   diminish  the  distance  two  thou- 
sand miles.     It   would  be  safe   from  pirates  and 
storms,  from  the  fleets  of  enemies,  and  from  the 
power  which  may  hold   the  Havana.     It  would 
enable  the  produce  of  the  valley  of  the  Missis- 
sippi to  distribute  itself  along  the  Gulf  coast  and 
to   penetrate   the   interior  of  all    the    Southern 
States. 

The  same  barge  or  steamboat  which  had  issued 
from  the  Uhio,  the  Upper  Mississippi,  or  Missouri, 
instead  of  being  confined  to  the  single  market  at 
New  Orleans,  would  have  that  market  and  a  hun- 
dred others  open  to  it.     The  Iberville  would  carry 
the  trader  to  New  Orleans,  by  the  lake  Pontchar- 
train,  or  enable  him   to  penetrate  the  interior  of 
the  State  of  Mi.ssissippi,  by  turning  up  the  Amite, 
the  Pearl,  and  the  Pascagoula  rivers.     He  might 
go   to  Mobile,  and    thence  into  the  heart  of  the 
State  of  Alabama,  by  the  Tombigbee  and  Ala- 
bama rivers,  or  to  Pensacola  and  St.  Mark's,  and 
enter  Georgia  upon  the  west,  through  the  Appala- 
chicola  and  Flint  rivers ;  or,  continuing  his  course 
across  the  peninsula  of  Florida,  he  might  turn  up 
the  Atlantic  coast,  touch  at  Savannah  and  Charles- 
ton, and  reach  the  interior  of  Georgia  and  South 
Carolina  by  the  several   rivers  which  flow  from 
them.     The  advantages  of  such  multiplied  mark-  j 
ets  would  be  reciprocally  beneficial.     The  valley 
of  the  Mississippi   is  agricultural ;  the  Southern 
States   are   planting.      The   surplus   flour,    beef, 
pork,  and  whiskey,  which  lies  at  New  Orleans, 
almost  without  price  and  without  demand,  would 
find  markets  at  Mobile,  Pensacola,  St.  Mark's,  St. 
Augustine,  Charleston,  Savannah,  and  at  the  in- 
numerable towns  and  cotton  plantations  which 
cover  the  banks  of  the  rivers  in  the  States  of  Mis- 
sissippi, Alabama,  Georgia,  and  South  Carolina, 
and  the  Territory  of  Florida. 

The  advantage  of  an  inland  communication  be- 
tween the  Mississippi  and  Atlantic,  did  not  escape 
the  observation  of  Mr.  Gallatin,  in  his  great  plan 
tor  roads  and  canab  in  the  year  1807.     At  that 


time,  the  Floridas  did  not  belong  to  the  United 
Slates. 

The  route  along  the  coast  could  not  be  contem- 
plated. Mr.  Gallatin  could  only  look  to  the  coun- 
try above  the  31sl  degree  of  north  latitude,  and 
in  that  region  he  indicated  a  canal  to  be  opened, 
five  hundred  and  fifty  miles  in  length,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  thirty  millions  of  dollars,  and  ten  years 
of  labor.  Great  as  would  be  the  labor  and  expense 
of  such  an  undertaking,  Mr.  Gallatin  was  of 
opinion  that  the  commercial,  and  other  advantages, 
of  discharging  the  Mi^issippi  into  the  Atlantic 
ocean,  through  the  intermediate  territory  and 
State  of  Georgia,  would  be  worth  it  all.  (Page 
41  of  his  report.)  But  now,  by  the  acquisition  of 
the  Floridas,  a  new  route  presents  itself,  requiring 
but  thirty-one  miles  of  canals  to  complete  it !  the 
work  of  one  Summer!  and  the  expenditure  of  less 
than  one  quarter  of  a  million  ! 

Upon  the  subject  of  the  roads,  which  his  amend- 
ment specified,  Mr.  B.  would  be  brief.  Their 
number  and  direction  had  been  staled.  Issuing 
from  the  doors  of  the  Capitol,  four  of  them  would 

f»roceed  to  the  four  grand  divisions  of  the  Repub- 
ic.  The  fifth,  traversing  the  valley  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, from  north  to  south,  would  pass  through 
the  centre  of  the  intermediate  States,  intersecting 
the  great  southwest  road  in  Tennessee,  and  the 
great  northwest  road  in  the  State  of  Ohio.  Each 
of  them  combines  the  characteristics  of  national 
highways.  They  followed  the  direction  of  trav- 
elling, whether  for  business  or  pleasure — the  direc- 
tion of  the  great  mails,  and  the  lines  upon  which 
troops  would  be  marched  for  the  defence  of  the 
country. 

3.  Have  we  the  money  to  execute  this  great  sys- 
tem of  internal  improvement  7 

Mr.  B.  thought  that  the  funds  were  forthcoming. 
It  would  have  been  idle  to  put  the  Senate  upon  an 
inquiry  into  the  propriety  of  adopting  this  great 
system,  if,  in  the  event  ot  its  adoption,  we  should 
have  no  money  to  carry  it  into  eflect.     He  had 
considered  that  part  of  the  subject  before  he  had 
submitted  any  plan,  and  he  saw,  or  thought  he 
saw,  two  distinct  sources  from  which  the  funds 
would  be  derived.     First,  from  the  lapse  of  difler- 
ent  appropriations  noW  applicable  to  objects  which- 
would  soon  cease  to  require  them.     Under  this 
head  came  the  sums  appropriated  for  paying  Rer- 
olutionary  pensioners,  tot  completing  the  fortifi- 
cations, and  fini>hing  the  public  buiHlings.     The 
pension  list  now  required  81,!iiiK),lX)0,  the  fortifi- 
cations $600,000,  the  public  buildings.  $100,000. 
The  pension  fund  had  diminished  more  than  one- 
half  in  the  last  three  years,  and  must  entirely  cease 
in  a  very  short  time,  from  the  deaths  of  the  pen- 
sioners.     The  expenditure  for  fortifications  and 
public  buildings  must  cta5e  in  a  few  years,  from 
the  completion  of  the  works.     From  the  lapse  of 
these  three  items  of  annual  appropriations,  the 
sum  of  two  millions  of  dollars  will  soon  be  disen- 
gaged from  their  present  objects,  and  applicable  to 
such   new   purposes  as   the  Congress   may  deter- 
mine.    The  second  source  from  which  the  neces- 
sary funds  may  be  derived  is,  from  the  increased 
revenue  from  the  customs.    It  is  the  theory  of  ecoo- 
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omists,  that  consumption  and  population  increase 
together.  In  the  United  States  this  theory  has 
been  more  than  realized.  In  1790  our  population 
was  four  millions,  our  revenues  from  customs  four 
and  a  half;  in  1823  the  population  is  eleven  mil- 
lions, the  duties  from  customs  seventeen;  the  rev- 
enue is  quadrupled,  the  population  not  quite  treb- 
led. The  present  revenue  is  more  than  enough  for 
the  current  expenses  of  the  year;  the  annual  in- 
crease must  therefore  be  a  surplus,  applicable  to 
new  objects  of  expenditure.  This,  without  the 
benefit  of  the  new  tariff";  but,  under  the  operation 
of  the  increased  duties,  it  is  admitted  on  all  hands 
that  the  revenue  must  be  increased  upwards  of 
two  millions  per  annum. 

Here,  then,  are  ample  funds  for  carrying  on  the 
great  works  indicated  in  the  amendment.  Admit 
that  they  shall  require  twenty-five  or  thirty  mil- 
lions, yet  they  are  not  to  be  completed  in  a  year, 
and  the  amount  will  not  be  required  at  once.  An 
annual  appropriation  of  two  or  three  millions,  dis- 
tributed in  due  proportions  among  the  different 
works,  would  complete  them  all  in  some  ten  or 
fifteen  years.  We  should  then  have  all  the  grand 
divisions  of  the  Republic  united  and  bound  to- 
gether by  great  leading  roads  and  canals,  made  at 
the  national  expense.  The  State  governments 
might  complete  the  system,  by  executing  smaller 
works  at  their  own  expense.  When  completed,  the 
whole  would  redound  to  the  benefit  of  all  parts  of 
the  country,  and  of  every  individual  of  the  com- 
munity. Roads  and  canals  are  objects  of  univer- 
sal use  and  convenience.  They  belong  to  that 
class  of  benefits  which  it  is  the  noblest  ambition 
of  the  statesman  to  bestow  upon  his  country.  The 
most  eminent  conquerors  have  deemed  their  glory 
incomplete,  unless  crowned  with  the  merit  of  these 
beneficent  work*;.  The  great  Napoleon,  when  giv- 
ing the  law  to  Europe,  was  also  engaged  in  dig- 
ging canals  and  opening  roads  through  the  interior 
of  France.  Caesar,  when  triumphant  over  all 
enemies,  gave  orders  to  drain  the  Pontine  marsh- 
es, to  cut  through  the  isthmus  of  Corinth,  to  dig 
harbors  on  the  coasts  of  Italy,  and  to  open  roads 
across  the  Appenine  mountains. 

Our  great  Washington,  in  all  the  situations  of 
his  life,  when  a  young  man  in  the  Colonial  Legis- 
lature, when  President,  when  again  retired  to  pri-. 
vate  station,  was  a  constant  advocate  for  internal 
improvements.  To  us,  who  are  mere  legislators, 
who.se  peculiar  duty  it  is  to  apply  the  public  mo- 
ney, I  can  see  no  higher  object  of  ambition  than 
that  of  applving  it  in  a  way  so  universally  advan- 
tageou>  to  the  whole  body  of  the  people. 

When  Mr.  B.  had  concluded — 

Mr.  Brown,  of  Ohio,  addressed  the  Senate,  in 
opposition  to  the  proposed  amendment,  and  in 
favor  of  the  original  bill. 

Mr.  H0L.ME8,  of  Maine,  addressed  the  Chair  as 
follows : 

Mr.  President :  I  am  opposed  both  to  the  bill 
and  the  amendment.  The  first  describes  the  char- 
acter of  the  roads,  but  keeps  out  of  view  their  de- 
signation and  extent ;  the  other  designates  the 
roads  and  canals  contemplated,  but  is  careful  not 
to  define  their  character,  nor  to  indicate  the  source 


from  whence  the  power  is  derived.  Still,  I  admire 
the  frankness  of  the  mover  of  the  amendment. 
He  shows  you  at  once  the  extent  of  his  plan  ;  a 
plan  as  magnanimous  as  it  is  magnificent,  and  as 
extravagant,  as  impracticable.  Still,  I  should 
have  been  better  pleased,  if  the  advocates  of  inter- 
nal improvement  would  have  selected  the  part  of 
the  Constitution  thai  gives  them  the  power.  This, 
they  have  carefully  and  prudently  avoided.  Pru- 
dently indeed,forshouldany  onesource  beselected, 
,  my  life  for  it,  not  one-fourth  of  either  House  would 
concur.  Yet  this  subject  presents  this  singular 
inconsistency :  that  a  power  which  must  be  de- 
rived from  some  one  grant  in  ihe  Constitution, 
can  unite  but  a  small  minority  as  to  the  source 
from  whence  it  is  derived,  but  yet,  will  I  fear,  unite 
a  majority  in  favor  of  its  existence. 

One  tells  us,  that  it  is  to  be  found  in  the  grant  to 
"  regulate  commerce  ;"  another,  from  the  consent 
of  the  Slates ;  a  third,  from  the  right  to  "  erect 
needful  buildings;"  a  fourth,  from  the  military 
power ;  a  fifth,  from  "  common  defence,  and  gen- 
eral welfare;"  others,  from  other  sources;  and 
some,  from  all  combined. 

Now,  sir,  these  differences  as  to  the  source  of 
the  power,  might  well  induce  a  dciubt  of  its  ex- 
istence. 

Implied,  or  incidental  powers,  were  once  fash- 
ionable doctrines.  It  was  insisted,  that  they  were 
necessary,  and  that,  without  them,  those  granted 
could  not  be  executed.  The  position  has  been  too 
willingly  yielded,  and,  once  yielded,  these  powers 
may  be  claimed  to  an  unlimited  extent.  Now, 
sir,  I  deny  thai  any  of  these  are  necessary  to  the 
execution  of  any  of  the  defined  and  enumerated 
powers  in  the  Constitution.  There  are,  to  be  sure, 
subordinate,  suppletory,  or  auxiliary  powers — 
Congress  may  pass  all  laws  "  necessary  and  proper" 
to  carry  into  eflect  those  defined  and  prescribed  in 
the  Consiitution.  But,  these  are  expressly  grant- 
ed ;  and  this  clause  in  the  Constitution,  applies  to 
every  grant.  Congress  ha.s  power  "to  lay  and 
collect  taxes,"  dec,  and  **  to  pass  all  laws  neces- 
sary and  proper"  for  this  purpose.  Take  the  most 
naked  grant  in  the  Constitution,  and,  with  this 
auxiliary  power,  you  can  do  all  you  ought,  with- 
out the  aid  of  implication.  Constitution,  or  incident. 

Full  well  I  know,  thai  this  is  not  the  doctrine 
of  the  day.  Power  never  retrogrades — it  is  al- 
ways progressive.  In  1800,  these  doctrines  of 
constructive,  implied,  incidental,  or  resulting 
powers  were  spreading,  and  advancing  to  a  con- 
summation, by  some  devoutly  wished,  when  they 
were  checked  by  a  political  revolution.  Ever 
since,  they  have  been  progressive,  even  among  the 
disciples  of  the  Democratic  school,  until  at  this 
time  principles  are  urged  and  powers  claimed, 
which  even  Mr.  Hamilton  never  pretended,  but 
denied,  could  be  derived  from  the  Constitution. 

In  1810,  I  think,  there  was  an  attempt  to  renew 
the  charter  of  the  old  bank.  A  bill  was  reported, 
and  ably  defended,  by  a  distinguished  Senator 
from  Georgia,  who  was,  I  believe,  the  chairman 
of  the  committee.  It  was  opposed  by  a  distin- 
guished member  from  Virginia,  in  an  ingenious 
and  eloquent,  but  Tery  singular  and  extraordinary 
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speech.  A  member  from  Kentucky,  who  now  I 
stands  pre-eminent  as  the  advocate  of  broad  and 
liberal  constructions  of  the  Constitution,  then  com- 
batted,  with  great  ability,  severity,  and  sarcasm, 
these  dangerous,  unconstitutional  principles.  This 
eminent  statesman  opposed  the  construction  which 
gave  you  a  bank,  but  admits  that  for  roads  and 
canals. 

Another,  a  citizen  of  Virginia  too,  who  has  since 
been  exalted  to  the  head  rf  the  nation,  at  last, 
yielded  to  the  progress  of  opinion — admitted  the 
constitutionality  of  the  bank,  but  would  not  sign 
a  bill  which  provided  an  unconstitutional  bonus, 
for  "roads  and  canals." 

The  power  for  both,  if  it  exists,  must  be  derived 
from  the  same  source;  and  yet,  here  aretwoeminent 
statesmen,  one  admitting  that  you  have  the  power 
to  establish  a  bank,  but  denying  you  that  for 
roads  and  canals;  the  other  denying  the  former, 
but  admittinoj  the  latter.  It  is  possible,  however, 
that  by  this  time,  these  gentlemen  have  both  found 
some  nook  or  corner  in  the  Constitution  whence 
they  can  derive  the  power  to  do  both. 

Were  these  gentlemen  here,  who  formed  the 
Constitution,  I  might  with  confidence  appeal  to 
them,  if  it  had  been  believed  that  it  contained  the 
power  claimed  by  this  bill,  whether  it  could  pos- 
sibly have  been  adopted  ?  No,  sir,  the  truth  is, 
this  doctrine  carries  us  much  further  than  we  ever 
went  before;  and  one  class  of  politicians,  I  mean 
the  Federalists,  have  a  right  to  hold  their  heads 
high.  When  one  nation  or  people  conquer  ano- 
ther, and  settle  down  in  their  country,  it  not  un- 
frequently  happens,  that  the  conquerors  adopt  the 
laws,  manners,  customs, and  creed  of  the  vanquish- 
ed— especially  if  the  latter  have  the  most  intelli- 
gence and  civilization.  I  trust  this  was  not  the 
case  in  the  victory  of  1800 ;  but  it  some  way  or 
other  happens,  that  we  have  not  only  adopted  the 
strongest  Federal  maxims,  but  have  gone  much 
further.  And  if  we  establish  the  principle  proposed 
in  this  bill,  that  party  may  congratulate  themselves, 
that,  though  their  power  has  been  lost,  their  prin- 
ciples have  in  this  instance  triumphed. 

But  I  conjure  gentlemen  to  reflect,  that,  when 
the  act  is  passed,  and  in  the  hands  of  the  judici- 
ary, it  will  be  then  beyond  our  reach.  The  Su- 
preme Court  will  not  inquire  of  us  whence  we 
derived  the  power,  nor  what  is  its  character.  In- 
deed, as  so  few  who  claim  it  can  agree  whence 
they  derive  it,  such  an  inquiry  would  be  utterly 
fruitless.  They  will  uke  the  law  and  the  Consti- 
tution, and,  if  they  in  their  wisdom  see  fit,  they 
will  tell  you  that  the  right  in  Congress  to  con- 
struct roads  and  canals  is  derived  from  the  power 
"  to  regulate  commerce ; "  that  the  original  power 
is  exclusive,  and  so  is  the  derivative :  that,  there- 
fore, the  consent  of  a  State  is  unnecessary,  and 
consequently  th6  resistance  of  a  State  could  have 
no  effect.  If  they  should  so  determine,  it  will  re- 
sult, that  roads  and  canals  might  be  cut  and  car- 
ried any  where  through  a  State,  against  its  inter- 
ests, and  in  defiance  of  its  authority. 

In  such  an  event  I  ask,  where  is  your  remedy  ? 
The  law  is  passed,  the  canals  and  roads  are  made, 
the  property  is  vested,  the  die  is  cast.     My  friends  1 


from  the  West  are  aware  that  such  has  been  the 
effect  in  regard  to  the  United  States  Bank.  Con- 
gress has  power,  say  the  court,  to  regulate  com- 
merce, and  to  collect  a  revenue.  These  powers 
are  exclusive.  To  facilitate  their  fiscal  concerns, 
it  is  "necessary  and  proper"  to  appoint  persons 
to  receive,  and  places  to  deposite,  their  money. 
These  receivers  or  bankers  may  be  authorized  not 
tnly  to  manage  the  money  ol  the  Government, 
but  their  own.  Wherefore,  Congre^s  can  estab- 
lish a  bank,  with  a  capital  of  thirty-five  millions; 
extend  its  branches  into  every  State  of  the  Union, 
and  protect  it  in  the  exercise  of  its  functions,  in 
spite  of  State  authority.  Would  not  the  same 
process  of  reasoning  authorize  them  to  do  the 
same  in  regard  to  roads  and  canals  ?  My  life  for 
it,  pass  the  law,  admit  the  power,  and  your  judi- 
cial courts  would  not,  in  enforcing  it,  be  limited 
by  considerations  of  the  consent  or  refusal  of  a 
State.  They  would,  as  many  in  Congress  now 
do,  seize  hold  on  the  power  to  regulate  commerce, 
tell  you  that  it  is  an  exclusive  power,  and  that 
their  complaints  and  remonstrance«  will  be  vain, 
let  the  injury  be  what  it  may. 

Where,  then,  I  repeat,  is  your  remedy  ?  Will 
you  repeal  the  law  ?  As  in  the  case  of  the  bank, 
the  power  will  have  been  exercised,  the  right 
vested,  and  the  sovereignty  of  a  State  infringed. 
Do  you  hope  relief  from  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives ?  They  are  the  national  branch  of  the 
Legi.'^lature,  and  are  becoming  every  day  more 
national.  Do  you  hope  any  thing  from  the  Ex- 
ecutive? A  President  grasps  at  power,  as  he 
continues  in  office.  Mr.  Monroe,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  bis  Administration,  anticipating 
that  this  subject  would  be  attempted  in  Congress, 
rather  prematurely,  as  was  thought,  forestalled 
them,  and  gave  them  to  understand  that,  if  they 
passed  a  bill,  he  should  be  compelled  to  arr(>st  it 
by  his  negative.  He  has  since,  it  seems,  aban- 
doned all  his  scruples,  and  very  lately  admitted 
the  power  to  exist.  Are  you  to  look  for  redress 
for  an  encroachment  on  State  rights  to  the  judi- 
cial tribunals  ?  The  nature  of  man,  as  well  as 
past  experience,  assure  us  that  here  you  would 
forever  be  disappointed.  Who,  then,  are  the  le- 
gitimate guardians  of  the  States?  This  Senate. 
To  this  end  were  we  constituted  ;  to  this  purpose 
it  is  our  duty  to  act. 

In  discussing  this  bill  and  the  amendment,  I 
shall  present  two  questions  to  the  consideration  of 
the  Senate.  Is  it  clear,  that,  by  the  Constitution, 
you  have  the  power  to  pass  the  bill  ?  And  if  so, 
is  it  prudent  at  this  time  to  exercise  it  ?  I  am 
aware,  sir,  that  the  bill  only  proposes  a  survey — 
and  this  surely,  cannot  \)e  unconstitutional.  But 
is  it  intended  to  stop  here?  You  will  send  your 
corps  of  engineers  into  the  States,  to  designate  for 
them  such  roads  and  canals  as  they  may  make. 
If  the  States  arc  to  make  these  roads  and  canals 
at  last,  they  will  not  thank  you  for  designating 
them ;  this  they  would  do  much  better  than  you. 
No,  sir,  however  disguised  the  bill  may  be,  this  is 
the  entering  wedge;  the  commencement  of  a 
grand  scheme  of  internal  improvement.  And  I 
call  upon  the  advocates  of  this  measure  to  point 


out  tome  the  p^rtof  the  Constitution  which  gives 
you   this  authority.      Is  it   in   that  "  to  regulate 
commerce?"     But  to  this  there  is  a  restriction, 
that  "  no  preference  shall  be  given  by  any  regula- 
tion of  commerce  or  revenue  to  the  ports  of  one 
State  over  those  of  another."     Now,  if  construct- 
ing roads  and  canals  is  regulating  commerce,  then 
how  can  you  execute  this  power,  without  giving 
this  "prelerence?"     You  make  a  canal;  il  is  a 
"regulation  "  of  commerce;  it  is  from  a  port  or 
place  in  one  State,  to  that  of  another;   can  you 
observe  equality  in  all  tiiis,  and  treat  all  the  Stales 
alike?     The  local  situation,  and   nature  of  the 
ground,  render  this  impracticable.     If  then,  it  is 
to  be  derived  from  the  power  over  commerce,  this 
limitation  meets  you  at  the  threshold,  and  renders 
the  whole  scheme  utterly  impossible.     But  how  is 
it,  that  we  give  this  word  "regulate,"  this  origi- 
nating power,  and  make  it  read,  to  "  erect,  create, 
construct?"       I   have  always   understood   that 
its  meaning  was  directory  or  prescriptive.      To 
"regulate  commerce"  is  not  to  create  it,  but  to 
prescribe  rules    by   which   it  is   to   be  managed. 
"  Congress  shall  have  power  to  regulate  commerce  ' 
among  the  several  States,"  &c.     Here  Congress  ' 
is   the  agent,  regulation   is   the  action,   and   the 
States  are  the  objects.     The  rules  are  to  operate 
upon  them.     The  literal  meaning  of  the  word  is,  '] 
"  to  set  in  order  by  rule  or  method."     Could  the 
framers  of  the  Constitution  have  ever  supposed 
that  this  plain,  simple,  unequivocal  word  would 
have  been  p<'rverted  to  authorize  the  construction 
of  roads  and  canals?     But  give  this  word  "re- 
gulate" this  creative  power,  and  where  are  we  to 
stop?     If  a  road  is  a  means  or  medium  of  com- 
merce,  money   is  emphatically  so.     If  you  can 
make  the  one,  you  can  the  other.     As  you  are 
not,  as  the  States  are,  restrained  from  issuing  bills 
of  credit,  you  might  regulate  commerce  by  making 
paper  money  ;  and  as  this  power  over  commerce  I 
is  an  exclusive  power,  this  money  might  be  made  j 
a  legal  tender,  and   forced  upon  the  people,  and  j 
even  a  local  or  State  bank  which  stood    in  its  [ 
way  might  be  suppressed.  ' 

Indeed,  upon  this  construction,  I  do  not  perceive 
why  you  may  not  carry  on  the  commerce  in  those  | 
channels  which  you  create.     And  if  you  can  do 
this,  why  not  take  the  whole  coasting  trade,  or  j 
even    the    foreign   trade,   into  your  own  hands?  j 
Sir,  give  this  little  word   the  construction  con- 
tended  for,  and  there  is  no  limit  by  which  you  are  ' 
to  be  restrained. 

But,  it  is  said  this  word  has  had  a  practical  le- 
gislative construction,  which  will  warrant  you  to 
tise  it  to  construct  roads  and  canals.  Congress 
have,  under  this  power  over  commerce,  created 
and  built  lighthouses  and  piers.  As  this  position 
does  not  prove  what  the  Constitution  is,  but  what 
it  is  construed  to  be,  it  will  be  enough  for  my  pur- 
pose to  show  that  Congress  never  have  built  light- 
houses or  piers  under  the  authority  to  regulate 
commerce.  Congress  has  power  to  erect  forts, 
arsenals,  dock-yards,  and  other  needful  buildings, 
on  lands  purchased  with  the  consent  of  the  State 
where  ihp  land  is.  Lighthouses  were  erected  be- 
fore the  Constitution  was  adopted,  and  in  the  first 
18th  Con.  jst  Se3s.— 18 


I  session  of  the  First  Congress  an  act  passed  pro- 
viding for,  and  requiring  of  the  States  a  cession 
of  the  jurisdiction,  hereby  admitting   that  they 
claimed  the  power  under  that  clause  of  the  Con- 
stitution which  authorizes  the  "erection  of  need- 
ful buildings."     Congress  has  ever  since,  either  by 
special  or  general  provisions,  required  that,  before 
the  lighthouse  or  pier  should  be  erected,  the  juris- 
diction of  the  site  should  be  ceded  to  the  United 
States.     Congress,  then,  have  never  so  expounded 
the  Constitution  as  "  to  erect  or  create,"  under 
the  grant  "  to  regulate  commerce."     As  we  have 
designated  the  power  whereby  we  create  these 
"  buildings,"  now  let  us  see  if  the  friends  of  roads 
and  canals  can  derive  theirs  from  the  same  source. 
Congress  has  power  to  create  needful  buildings  : 
roads  and  canals  are  needful  buildings:  therefore. 
Congress  has  power  to  create  and  build  roads  and 
canals.     Let  us  try  the  strength  of  this  syllogism, 
and  illustrate  the  argument  by  bringing  in  a  bill 
to  make  a  canal,  and  taking  the  words  of  the 
Constitution  for  the  title  of  the  act :  "An  act  for 
the  creation  of  Needful  Buildings — ^  Be  it  enacted, 
^.,  That  there  shall  be  erected  and  built  a  canal, 
to  be  ten  feet  deep  and  ten   rods  wide,  to  com- 
mence at  the  river  St.  Mary's,  in  the  State  of 
Georgia,  and  to  pass  through  the  maritime  fron- 
tier of  the  United  Suies  to  the  river  St.  Croix,  in 
the  State  of  Maine,  and  for  this  purpose  there  be 
appropriated  two  hundred  millions  of  dollars,  to  be 
paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury,  not  other- 
wise appropriated."     Sir,  such  an  act,  with  such 
a  title  would  be  the  subject  of  universal  ridicule; 
and  yet,  this  act,  with  this  title,  is  a  fair  illustra- 
tion of  the  whole  argument.    But,  if  gentlemen 
are  driven  from  one  fortress,  they  retreat  to  anoth- 
er.    And  if  I  mistake  not,  I  witnessed  an  honor- 
able gentleman  intrenching  at  Gridley's  farm — a 
purchase  of  property  by  the  United  Slates  without 
the  consent  of  the  State.     If  the  right  exists,  will 
it  not  help  you  to  roads  and  canals  ?    As. to  this 
right  in  Congress  to  purchase  lands,  I  am  inclined 
to  differ,  which  I  do  always  with  deference  and 
reluctance,  Irom  my  venerable  friend  fiom  Vir- 
ginia, (Mr.  Taylor.)     The  United  States  may 
hold  lands,  but  not  to  an  unlimited  extent.     Be- 
fore the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  we 
had  acquired  the  Northwestern  territory  by  ces- 
sions from  several  States;  and  had,  by  the  ordi- 
nance of  the  13th  July,  1787,  provided  for  its  gov- 
ernment, and  stipulated  for  its  admission  into  the 
Union.     The  lands  were  to  be  applied  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  Revolutionary  debt.     It  was  then 
foreseen  that,  from  necessity,  we  must,  at  a  future 
day,  hold  these  lands  within  the  limits  of  a  sov- 
ereign State.     It  was,  moreover,  perceived  that 
we  might  acquire  other  territory  by  treaty.     The. 
Constitution  consequently  provided  that,  by  these 
operations  "  nothing  should  be  so  construed  as  to 
prejudice  any  claims  of  the  United  States  or  of 
any  particular  Stale."     By  this  precaution,  the 
interest  of  the  United  States  and  the  sovereignty 
of  the  individual  States  are  equally  secured. 

The  power  to  raise  and  disburse  money,  and  to 
dispose  ot  lands,  renders  it  indispensable  that  you 
should  have  debtors,  and  therefore  a  power  to  en- 
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force  payment  of  debts.  If  a  man  neglects  or  re- 
fuses to  pay  his  debts  or  taxes,  you  can  take  his 
goods  or  land?,  and  appropriate  them  to  the  pay- 
ment. In  one  other  ^^y,  and  one  only,  can  yuu 
hold  lands,  and  that  is  by  purchase.  But  this  is 
also  expressly  limited  and  defined.  After  provid- 
ing for  a  district  for  the  Seat  of  Government, 
Congress  can  exercise  exclusive  legislation  "  over 

*  all  places  purchased,  by  the  consent  of  the  Le- 

*  gislature  of  the  State  in  which  the  same  shall 
'  be,  for  the  erection  of  forts,  magazines,  arsenals, 
'  dock  yards,  and  other  needful  buildings.''  Here, 
while  the  right  to  purchase  is  given,  it  is  limited 
to  specific  objects  or  purposes.  You  may,  I  be- 
lieve, purchase  for  these  objects,  thus  defined, 
without  the  consent  of  a  State,  but  can  exercise 
no  legislation,  and  the  places  would  be,  in  your 
hands,  subject  to  the  laws  of  the  State,  as  other 
property.  The  purchase  is  to  be  confined  to  the 
object,  and  the  consent  of  the  State  gives  you  ex- 
clusive legislation  over  the  purchase.  These  are 
the  three,  and  the  only  methods  by  which  you  can 
bold  lands  within  the  limits  of  a  State.  By  ac- 
quisition of  territory,  by  debts  and  taxes,  and  by 
purchase  for  specified  objects.  These  means  to 
acquire  national  domain  are  sufficiently  ample  for 
all  useful  purposes,  and  quite  too  ample  for  the 
security  oi  the  independence  and  sovereignty  of 
the  States.  You  have  not,  you  ought  never  to 
have,  the  power  to  purchase  lands  in  a  State  for 
roads,  canals,  or  any  other  national  project.  And, 
if  you  would  thus  purchase,  where  would  be  the 
benefit?  The  laws  of  the  Slates  would  control 
and  embarrass  you.  Thetr  regulations  might 
subject  you  to  different  and  perplexing  imposi- 
tions and  burdens.  Such  property  would  be  a 
source  of  vexation  and  expense,  and  would  be 
worse  than  useless. 

But  it  is  proposed  that,  if  there  is  any  deficiency 
of  power,  the  States  may  supply  it  by  cession. 

I  know  of  but  one  way  in  which  the  political 
power  of  a  State  can  be  surrendered  ;  it  is  by  an 
amendment  of  the  Constitution.  The  powers  of 
the  States,  as  such,  must  all  be  equal.  What 
portion  of  power  has  been  retained  by  the  people, 
and  what  given  up  to  their  Legislature,  is  a  ques- 
tion for  each  State  to  determine  for  itself,  but  any 
inequality  in  the  Constitution  of  a  State  creates 
no  inequality  in  the  different  States  as  political 
bodies.  As  such,  they  are  on  a  perfect  equality. 
The  United  States  can  exercise  no  power  in  one, 
which  it  cannot  in  another,  without  consent,  and 
this  consent  can  only  be  given  where  the  Consti- 
tution allows  it.  The  original  States,  which 
formed  the  Constitution,  were  equally  sovereign 
and  independent.  Each  gave  up  an  equal  portion 
of  power  to  the  United  States,  and  consequently 
what  was  retained  must  be  equal.  Equality  of 
power  is  essential  to  the  existence  of  a  State.  It 
cannot  have  less  than  the  rest,  and  when  it  has,  it 
ceases  to  be  a  State.       ^ 

Nothing  is  so  essentjandi  the  harmony  and  per- 
petuity of  the  Union  as  thi-i  equality.  If  a  State 
may  surrender  to  the  United  States  a  portion  of 
Its  sovereign  power,  why  not  the  whole  ?  Could 
"lis   be  ioM,  Congress  might    have   exclusive 


legislation  over  a  Territory  and  population,  to 
the  great  danger  and  annoyance  of  the  rest  of  the 
States. 

And,  if  a  State  may  have  lesxS,  why  may  it  not 
have  more,  llian  its  originally  reserved  powers'? 
As  this  right  to  receive  and  surrender  powers  must 
be  reciprocal,  it  seems  to  result  that  Congress,  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  the  Legislature 
of  a  State,  on  the  part  of  a  State,  may  barter  and 
exchange  the  people's  rights  as  they  nl ease.  And 
if  this  right  of  cession,  or  consent  of  a  State,  ex- 
cept where  authorized  by  the  Constitution,  be 
once  admitted,  it  might  produce  an  inequality, 
variety,  and  contrariety  of  powers  repugnant  to 
tKe  plan  and  design,  and  even  subversive  of  the 
Constitution. 

But,  if  a  State  has  a  right  to  surrender  any  of 
its  legislative  or  sovereign  powers,  except  where 
it  is  specially  provided,  have  we  any  right  to  take 
it?  How  can  Congress  exercise  that  legislative 
power  which  should  be  so  surrendered?  The 
Constitution  prescribes  the  limits  of  our  legisla- 
tion, and  beyond  that  we  cannot  go.  The  ces- 
sions allowed  are  defined  ;  consequently,  all  others 
are  excluded. 

The  Constitution  has  allowed  Congress  to  ex- 
ercise certain  powers  by  the  consent  of  a  State, 
and  a  State  to  exercise  others  by  the  consent  of 
Congress.  We  are  prohibited,  by  a  general  clause, 
to  exercise  the  powers  not  granted  either  abso- 
lutely or  conditionally,  that  is,  with  consent.  The 
prohibitions  upon  the  States,  though  more  speci- 
fic, are  of  the  same  character.  No  consent  of 
Congress  could  authorize  a  State  to  coin  money, 
emit  bills  of  credit,  or  pass  a  tender  law.  These 
are  absolute  prohibitions.  But  a  Slate  may,  with 
the  consent  of  Congress,  lay  imposts  on  imports 
and  exports,  enter  into  compacts,  and  engage  in 
war.  Congress  can,  in  certain  defined  cases,  ex- 
ercise exclusive  legi>lalion,  with  the  consent  of  a 
State.  Now,  as  a  State  cannot  exercise  any 
power  by  the  consent  of  Congress,  except  it  be  al- 
lowed by  the  Constitution,  neither  can  Congress, 
by  the  consent  or  cession  of  a  State,  except  where 
it  is  so  allowed.  But,  as  the  Constitution  has 
given  no  power  lo  a  State  to  authorize  us  to 
make  roads  and  canals,  it  would  seem  to  follow 
that  no  such  power  can  be  derived  from  the  coo- 
sent  of  a  Stale. 

But  how  is  a  State  to  give  its  consent?  It 
seems  to  be  understood,  by  its  Legislature.  It 
would  be  impossible  that  an  adequate  cession,  of 
sufficient  width  for  a  canal,  could  be  made,  with- 
out including  not  only  the  property  of  individuals, 
but  their  persons.  The  grant  for  the  New  York 
canal  embraces  territory  on  each  side,  for  its  con- 
venience. Now,  let  me  ask  what  right  has  the 
Legislature  of  a  Stale  to  cede  away  or  disfran- 
chise a  citizen  ?  The  great  leading  principles  in 
Magna  Charta  are  embraced  in  most  if  not  all 
our  Stale  constitutions.  No  citizen  is  to  be  put 
out  of  the  protection  of  the  law.  or  despoiled  of 
his  immunities  or  privileges,  but  by  the  judgment 
of  his  peers,  or  the  laws  of  the  land.  How,  then, 
could  the  Legislature  of  a  Stale  assign  one  of  its 
citizens  to  the  United  States  without  impugning 
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these  great  maxims  of  freedom  ?  It  would  be  a 
disfranchisement  without  judgment  or  law.  It 
would  be  a  bill  of  pains  and  penalties,  robbing  a 
man  of  his  citizenship  without  his  consent,  or 
even  his  knowledge. 

Sir,  these  are  no  new  doctrines.  In  the  un- 
pleasant contest  of  the  admission  of  Missouri^into 
the  Union,  I  then  contended  that  no  State  could 
yield  up  a  part  of  her  sovereign  power  as  a  con- 
dition of  her  admi.ssion  ;  that  every  State  must  be 
received  on  the  footing  of  perfect  equality.  I  did 
not  anticipate  that  my  friends  from  Missouri  would 
so  soon  have  abandoned  these  principles. 

The  bill  before  us  proposes  this  survey  for  mili- 
tary as  well  as  other  roads,  and  this  renders  it  ne- 
cessary to  inquire  whether  the  authority  to  con- 
struct roads  and  canals  can  be  derived  from  the 
military  or  war-making  power. 

This  part  of  the  subject  I  approach  with  great 
deference  and  humility — deference,  because  what- 
ever is  military,  is,  at  this  day,  very  popular;  hu- 
mility, because  I  see  much  evidence  that  the  peo- 
ple are  too  much  disposed  to  magnify  this  at  the 
expense  of  civil  right,  which  1  fear  is  rapidly  be- 
coming subordinate  to  the  military. 

I  admit  that,  in  time  of  war,  the  civil  power 
must,  in  some  measure,  be  suspended;  that,  in  the 
midst  of  arms,  laws  are  in  a  degree  silent ;  that, 
amidst  blood  and  carnage,  liberty  retires,  and 
weeps  in  silence.  Armies  must  be  marched,  roads 
must  be  cut,  farms  and  gardens  must  be  >ubverted, 
houses  demolished,  breastworks  thrown  up,  bat- 
tles fought,  men  slain,  wives,  mothers,  and  daugh- 
ters, bereaved.  These  are  the  antic*  tricks  and 
freaks  of  the  monster  war;  these  are  the  scenes  in 
which  he  riots;  this  is  the  food  on  which  he  de- 
lights to  feed.  But  peace  returns,  and  civil  right 
is  restored;  injuries  are  repaired;  wrongs  are 
righted;  and,  although  the  slain  cannot  be  resus- 
citated, their  memories  can  be  consecrated,  and 
their  relatives  protected.  It  is  then  emphatically 
true  that  the  military  is  subordinate  to  the  civil 
authority — not  a  soldier  could  be  quartered  on  a 
citizen  without  his  consent — not  a  rod  of  ground 
can  be  subject  to  your  power,  without  the  consent 
of  the  Slate  where  it  ib. 

Connected  with,  and  consequent  upon,  this  war- 
making  power,  is  that  of  fortifications;  and  this 
has  been  seized  on  as  giving  an  authority  to  con- 
struct roads  and  canals.  You  obtain  the  site  for 
a  fortification  by  purchase;  you  obtain  the  juris- 
diction over  it  by  the  consent  of  the  Slate.  You 
can  only  purchase  for  this  object — lo  this  the 
Constitution  limits  you.  Besides,  no  man  can 
sell  more  than  his  own.  An  individual  conveys 
to  the  United  Stales  a  site  for  a  fort;  he  may 
have,  as  appendant  or  appurtenant  to  it,  a  right  of 
way.  This  i.s,  and  mu^t  be,  limited  to  a  commu- 
nication with  the  first  common  high  way,  and 
there  it  ceases.  This  is  all  which,  at  most,  he 
could  convey  ;  and,  consequently,  this  is  all  you 
could  purchase.  Beyond  this,  the  United  States 
could  acquire  no  right  over  the  land  of  another. 

Now,  could  the  consent  of  a  State  alter  or  ex- 
lend  this  right?  This  is  necessary  to  give  you 
exclusive  legislation  over  the  land  so  purchased. 


This  power  of  exclusive  legislation  is  not  a  grant, 
but  an  authority  to  receive  onVfrom  a  State.  It 
must  be  co-extensive  and  commensurate  with,  and 
consequent  upon,  the  purchase;  but  the  purchase 
is  limited  to  the  object,  and  the  consent  to  the 
purchase;  wherefore,  the  exclusive  legislation  is 
confined  to  the  object,  which  is  the  fortification. 
Unless  I  am  deceived  by  a  partiality  for  my  own 
reasoning,  the  argument  on  this  point  is  conclu- 
sive. But  even  it  the  consent  of  a  State  to  a  pur- 
chase for  a  fort  or  arsenal  could  authorize  a  right 
of  way  from  and  to  it,  what  may  be  its  extent? 
From  and  to  what  place  or  places?  Where  is  the 
terrainus  ad  quern?  Surely  not  beyond  the  limits 
of  the  State.  A  State  cannot,  any  more  than  an 
individual,  dispose  of  more  than  it  has.  One 
State  cannot  legislate  for  another;  I  never  knew 
it  attempted  but  once.  I  understood  that  the  Le- 
gislature of  Pennsylvania  did  undertake  to  pass  a 
law  regulating  the  sale  of  lands  in  Ohio,  bulGrov- 
ernor  McKean  returned  it  with  his  negative,  sar- 
castically remarking,  that  perhaps  it  might  be  as 
well  to  leave  it  to  the  good  people  of  Ohio  to  make 
their  own  laws  in  their  own  way.  If,  then,  a 
road,  as  appurtenant  to  a  fortification,  might  ex^ 
lend  from  it  to  the  bounds  of  a  Slate,  it  would  be 
totally  incomplete  for  your  purpose — your  object 
is  to  make  a  communication  from  one  post  to  an- 
other. Your  appurienant  road  or  canal  could  not 
exist  except  in  the  Stale  where  your  fortification 
is  establi.sbed.  Every  other  State  through  which 
you  would  carry  it,  would  obstruct  you,  and  the 
power  being  thus  limited  and  restricted,  would  be 
worse  than  useless. 

I  know  very  well  that  we  have  been  told  that, 
without  the  right  to  make  roads  and  canals,  the 
military  power  will  be  imperfect.  I  hope  in  Grod 
that  in  this  country  the  military  power  will  al- 
ways be  imperfect.  A  perfect  military  power  is 
a  military  despotism.  Gentlemen  seem  to  forget 
that  there  are  yet  .some  powers  left  to  the  States, 
and  that  they  have  corresponding  duties.  A  fort 
is  to  be  erected  in  a  Stale,  primarily  for  its  pro- 
tection, remotely  as  a  defence  of  the  Unidn.  A 
Slate  has  important  powers  reserved,  civil  as  well 
as  military.  It  holds  the  purse  and  the  sword,  as 
well  as  the  United  States.  It  has  nearly  the  ex- 
clusive control  of  its  militia  in  peace,  and  an  im- 
portant direction  of  it  in  war.  In  this  latter  event, 
it  can  raise  armies,  and  maintain  navies.  As  a 
fort  is  established  for  the  mutual  benefit  of  the 
State  and  the  United  States,  it  was  proper  that 
each  should  contribute  something  to  its  esiablish- 
ment.  The  parlies  agree  on  the  site,  the  State 
provides  facilities  of  communication,  either  by  its 
rivers  or  roads,  or  both,  and  cedes  away  its  sot- 
ereignty,  and  the  United  States  build,  arm,  man, 
and  defend  it;  and  by  its  exclusive  legislation 
govern  it,  in  their  own  way,  and  at  their  own 
expense. 

And  what  more  power  do  you  need  over  your 
military  posts  or  places?  Do  you  still  apprehend 
that  this  power  is  so  incomplete  that,  in  time  of 
peace,  the  army  may  suffer?  Do  you  fear  that,  if 
it  has  no  other  means  of  protection  and  susten- 
ance than  purchase  of  individuals  or  consent  of 
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States,  that  it  majr  be  in  distress,  without  remedy, 
and,  therefore,  it  is  necessary  to  amplify  the  mili- 
tary power  to  provide  against  this  imaginary 
evil?  Sir,  this  is  all  visionary.  We  hail  the 
soldier  of  liberty  as  a  friend.  When  saw  we  him 
hungry,  and  gave  him  no  meat;  thirsty,  and  gave 
him  no  drink ;  naked,  and  clothed  him  not ;  sick 
and  imprisoned,  and  did  not  administer  unto  him? 
These  deeds  of  charity  are  done,  not  only  to  our 
own  soldiers,  but  to  prisoners  and  rebels.  Our 
kindness  to  a  captured  or  wounded  enemy,  both 
in  the  Revolutionary  and  late  wars,  was  prover- 
bial, and,  I  regret  to  add,  was  too  often  requited 
with  base  ingratitude.  No,  sir;  when  any  por- 
tion of  your  army,  in  any  part  of  the  United 
States,  shall  be  unable  to  obtain  shelter  or  susten- 
ance by  ordinary  means,  that  part  of  your  country 
will  be  in  that  state  of  rebellion  which  would 
justify  force,  or  the  army  itself  will  have  become 
so  odious  that  it  is  time  it  is  disbanded. 

Your  bill,  I  perceive,  contemplates  the  making 
of  post  roads.  As  the  power  to  establish  post 
offices  and  post  roads  has  been  seized  on  with 
much  confidence,  as  authorizing  you  to  make  them 
where  you  please,  it  will  be  necessary  to  give  this 
CTant  a  particular  examination,  although  I  con- 
fess I  could  never  perceive  how  a  power  to  ''  estab- 
lish "  a  road,  could  be  deemed  an  authority  to  con- 
struct a  canal.  To  come  to  a  correct  conclusion 
on  this  point,  we  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  take 
language  in  its  usual  and  ordinary  sense.  The 
word  "establish,"  as  applied  to  this  subject,  was 
taken  from  the  Articles  of  Confederation,  in  which 
a  power  was  given  to  the  United  Stales  "  to  estab- 
lish and  regulate  post  offices  from  one  State  to 
another,  throughout  the  United  States."  The  word 
occurs  twice  in  the  preamble,  and  three  times  in 
the  body  of  the  Constitution.  It  is,  in  every  in- 
stance, prescriptive  or  directory.  One  of  the  ob- 
jects of  the  Constitution,  as  mentioned  in  its  pre- 
amble, is,  to  "establish  justice,"  not  to  create  it; 
but  to  prescribe  the  rule  by  which  it  is  to  be  ad- 
ministered. For  the  purposes  mentioned  in  the  pre- 
amble, "We,  the  people,  ordain  and  establish," 
that  is,  decree  and  prescribe,  "  this  Constitution." 
The  judicial  power  is  vested  in  a  supreme  court, 
and  such  inferior  tribunals  as  Congress  shall  "or- 
dain and  establish."  Congress  has  power  to  "es- 
tablish "  uniform  rules  of  naturalization,  and  to 
"establish"  post  offices.  In  all  these,  they  pre- 
scribe rules  and  duties  for  others.  With  these  in- 
stances before  u",  and  these  are  all,  let  us  now  ap- 
ply the  word  to  post  roads,  and  it  is  plain,  that  the 
intent  must  have  been,  not  to  construct,  but  to 
prescribe  or  designate.  Had  the  Constitution  in- 
tended to  have  given  us  the  power  which  is  con- 
tended for,  it  would  have  used  a  word,  a  mono- 
syllable of  four  letters  only,  and  all  doubt  would 
have  been  removed.  The  word  "make"  could 
never  have  been  misunderstood,  ft  is  the  ordinary 
statute  word.  The  literal  definition  of  establish 
is,  to  fix  firmly,  to  settle  ;  substitute  this  defini- 
tion for  the  word  itself,  and  read  the  clause,  "  Con- 
gress shall  have  power  to  fix  and  settle  post  roads," 
and  no  mortal  would  suspect  that  we  had  thereby 
the  power  to  make  them. 


The  ordinary  meaning  of  the  word,  forbids  the 
construction  which  is  attempted.  Were  you  to 
order  your  servant  to  "  establish  "  a  fire  for  you,  he 
would  stare  at  you  with  astonishment.  Should 
you  direct  your  tailor  to  "establish"  for  you  a 
coat  and  pantaloons,  surely  he  would  not  under- 
stand you,  and  be  more  likely  to  believe  that  yoa 
wished  him  to  put  them  on,  than  to  make  them 
for  you.  You  find,  moreover,  no  statute,  or  legal 
use  of  this  word,  that  will  justify  your  construc- 
tion. In  the  old  English  statutes  for  constructing 
highways,  the  words  are"  lay  and  make,"  or  "  lay 
out  and  make."  In  the  first  settlement  of  the 
colonies,  as  new  roads  were  continually  wanted, 
we  find  very  frequently,  in  their  laws,  the  appro- 
priate expressions  for  doing  the  act,  and  it  is  uni- 
formly "  lay  out  and  make."  Such  is  the  case  in 
the  States,  since  the  Revolution  ;  and,  indeed,  in 
the  States  of  Maryland  and  Indiana  they  have  re- 
cognised the  very  distinction  for  which  I  contend  ; 
for.  where  they  prescribe  or  fix  the  course  or  site, 
the  word  establish  is  used  ;  when  they  intend  to 
construct,  they  "lay  out  and  make,"  or  "open." 
And  ever  since  the  adoption  of  this  Constitution, 
you  have  observed  the  same  distinction.  When 
you  intend  to  designate  only,  as  in  the  case  of  post 
roads,  you  "  establish ;"  when  you  would  construct, 
as  in  the  Cumberland  road,  your  language  is,  "  to 
lay  out  and  make."  Hence,  sir,  the  literal,  ordi- 
nary, statute,  and  Constitutional  meaning,  all 
combine  to  deny  to  this  word  any  creative  power. 

But,  these  post  offices  and  post  roads  were  to  be 
established  for  the  benefit  of  the  people,  in  the 
States,  There  are  three  classes  of  powers  in  the 
Constitution — exclusive,  alternate,  and  concurrent. 
The  first  are  those  where  the  States  are  prohibit- 
ed, such  as  to  coin  money,  make  treaties,  &c.  The 
second,  those  which  belong  exclusively  to  os, 
while  we  continue  to  exercise  them,  but  when  we 
cease,  they  revert  to  the  Slates  ;  such  as  "  an  uni- 
form rule  of  naturalization,"  and  a  "uniform 
standard  of  weights  and  measures."  The  last,  is 
where  both  may  exercise  them  at  the  same  time ; 
such  is  the  power  "  to  lay  and  collect  taxes."  Now, 
what  is  thecharaclerof  this  power  over  post  roads, 
and  to  which  of  these  classes  does  it  belong?  Can 
a  Slate  exercise  it  while  it  is  exercised  by  Con- 
gress? Surely  the  States  never  intended  to  give 
you  the  power  to  make  your  roads  where  you 
pleased,  and  divert  the  channels  of  information 
from  their  ordinary  course,  without  reserving  to 
themselves  the  power  to  establish  such  as  tncy 
might  need.  It  then  comes  to  this  ;  if  you  hare 
a  right  to  make  your  own  roads,  for  your  use, 
they  retain  the  power  to  establish  State  post  roads 
for  their  own  convenience.  But  the  fair  conclu- 
sion is,  that  Congress  can  only  designate  existing 
roads,  and,  while  they  exercise  this  power,  the 
States  cannot. 

I  know  it  will  be  said,  for  it  has  been  said 
already,  that,  if  all  this  be  true,  the  power  is  in- 
complete. The  State  may  obstruct,  or  shut  up 
their  roads,  and  subject  the  whole  establishment 
to  their  control.  A  very  reasonable  supposition! 
Before  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  the  peo- 
ple were  united  by  strong  ties,  and  one  of  the  ob- 
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jects  of  that  instrument  was,  "  to  form  a  more 
perfect  union."  They  can  never  dispense  with 
roads;  they  will  and  must  have  them  where  they 
have  inhabitants,  where  they  need  them  the  most, 
and  there  your  mail  can  be  carried,  and  nowhere 
else  was  it  intended  it  should  go.  Sir,  the  framers 
of  the  Constitution  were  not  so   visionary  as  to 

Crovide  against  mere  possible  dangers.  They 
new  the  characteristic  propensity  of  the  people; 
that  there  was,  always  had  been,  and  always 
would  be,  in  them,  a  most  unconquerable  thirst 
for  information.  Tiiis  propensity  is  proverbial, 
and,  in  some  parts,  grown  almost  into  an  imperti- 
nent curiosity — so  much  so,  that  it  is  said  of  the 
venerable  Franklin,  that,  when  he  journeyed 
through  a  part  of  New  England,  and  had  occa- 
sion to  slop  at  any  house,  he  would,  to  i^ave  him- 
self trouble,  call  all  the  family  together,  inform 
them  that  his  name  was  Benjamin  Franklin,  that 
he  had  come  from  Philadelphia,  was  bound  to 
Boston,  what  was  his  business,  and  when  he  ex- 
pected to  return.  Have  you  ever  yet  known  the 
people  opposing  the  establl^hment  of  a  post  route 
near  them  ?  The  contest  is  always  for  it.  Wit- 
ness the  scene  in  a  country  village,  when  the  post 
arrives.  The  tailor  quits  his  shears,  and  leaves 
his  goose  to  cool ;  the  blacksmith  loses  his  welding 
heal;  and  even  the  toper  foregoes  his  glass,  when 
almost  to  his  lip,  and  all  gather  round,  to  hear  the 
newspapers.  '•  Houses  in  ashes,  and  the  fall  of 
stocks;  births,  deaths,  and  .marriages ;"  political 
conflicts,  personal  abuse,  poetry,  and  wit — non- 
sense, and  new.s — all  devoured  up  "  with  a  greedy 
ear,"  no  matter  whether  true  or  false.  Sir,  when 
this  inordinate  passion  for  news  shall  be  extin- 
guished, then  will  have  arrived  that  dead  calm, 
that  lethargy  of  despotism,  which  never  afflicted 
any  country;  and,  when  that  shall  have  arrived, 
you  cannot  only  make  roads,  but  do  any  thing 
else.     You    may    imagine   a    thousand    dangers 


greater  than  this ;  you  may  suppose  that  the 
States  would  obstruct  your  Executive  and  Judicial 
officers  and  members  of  Congress,  and  this  is  to 
afford  you  a  pretext  for  Executive,  Judiciary,  and 
Congress  roads.  Sir,  in  our  search  for  power,  we 
become  visionary  and  capricious.  A  political 
and  human  constitution  have  a  striking  analogy. 
They  both  have  their  birth,  childhood,  niaiuriiy, 
and  old  age;  and,  with  proper  care,  prudence, 
and  diligence,  can  get  through  the  period  of  their 
existence  wiih  comfort  and  honor  to  themselves, 
and  leave,  perhaps,  a  comfortable  legacy  to  those 
who  succeed  them.  But  no  extravagance,  no 
wild  speculation — and,  particularly,  never  send 
for  the  doctor  before  you  are  sick.  The  epitaph — 
"I  was  well,  and  would  be  better — I  took  physic, 
and  here  I  am,"  is  an  admonition  to  every  vision- 
ary legislator. 

I  come  now  to  a  provision  of  the  Constitution 
rauch  relied  on,  and  much  perverted;  "common 
defence  and  general  welfare."  Here  an  honorable 
member  from  Missouri,  (Mr.  Benton,)  found  his 
military  road.  The  syllogism  I  suppose  to  be 
this:  Congress  has  power  to  provide  for  the  com- 
mon defence  and  general  welfare — to  make  roads 
and  canals  is  for  the  commoa  defence  and  general 


1  welfare;  therefore,  Congress  has  power  to  make 
I  roads  and  canals.     If  the  major  be  true,  I  admit 
1  the   conclusion,  or  any  other  conclusion,  to  do 
what  you  please.     But  this  is  no  grant  of  power; 
I  It  is  the  apology  or  the  purpose  of  a  grant.     The 
I  words  of  the  grant  are,  "  to  lay  and  collect  taxes," 
&c.,  "  to  pay  the  debts  and  provide  for  the  com- 
mon defence  and  general  welfare,"  but  all  im- 
posts, (tc,  shall  be  equal.     Here  are  the  grant, 
the  object,  and  the  limitation  or  exception.     The 
preamble  to  the  Constitution  gives  you  the  end  or 
design.     The  means  are  provided  and  defined  in 
the  instrument  itself     The  first  enumerated  was 
a  power  over  the  purse.     This  was  necessary,  but 
It  was  new,  and  one  of  which  ihe  people  of  the 
Slates  were  jealous.     A  reason  must  be  given  for 
this,  and  ihal  given  was  the  true  one;  it  was,  that 
they  might   pay  the   debts,  and   provide  for  the 
common  defence  and  general  welfare,  as  defined 
in  the  Constitution.     If  you  have,  in  this  clause 
four  distinct  enumerated  powers,  why  is  the  limi- 
tation  or    exception   which    applies   to   the   first, 
placed  after  the  last?     If  "general  welfare"  is  a 
I)ower  granted,  what  need  of  the  rest,  or  indeed 
of  any  other?     The  first  and  second  are  specific 
j  powers  ;  the  third  includes  them  both ;  and  the 
fourth  swallows  up  all  three.     Besides,  it  would 
be  next  to  ridiculous  to  give  to  Congress  a  power 
I  "  to    pay  debts."     There    is   a   grant   to    borrow 
I  money  on  the  credit  of  the  United  Slates,  and 
I  by  another  provision,  debts  previou.'^ly  contracted 
I  were  recognised  under  "  this  Constitution."   Now, 
;  as  he  who  contracts  a  debt,  must  necessarily  obli- 
gate for  its  payment,  no  such  grant  was  necessary, 
and  none  made.     This  "to  pay  the  debts"  was 
the  reason  and   purpose  of  the  grant  of  taxation, 
!  and  if  this,  so  were  those  of  common  defence  and 
j  general  welfare.     The  true  reason  for  the  phrase- 
ology was  to  save  the  necessity  of  repeating  the 
words  "Congress  shall   have  power,"  at  the  be- 
I  ginning   of    every   grant — otherwise    the   words 
would    have  stood   ihus:  "to  pay  the  debts  and 
provide  for  the  common  defence  and  general  wel- 
fare. Congress  shall  have  power  to  lay  and  collect 
taxes,  imposts,  &c.,  but  ail  imposts,  &c.  shall  be 
equal."  j 

If  these,  then,  are  not  grants  of  power,  neither 
are  they  an  unlimited  authority  to  appropriate 
money.  If  the  designs  in  the  preamble  are  to  be 
effected  by  the  provisions  in  the  Constitution,  and 
in  no  other  way,  it  follows  that  this  is  the  case  in 
the  application  of  your  money.  Your  common 
defence  is  defined  in  the  Constitution,  and  extends 
to  protection  from  external  violence  and  internal 
feuds,  and  the  manner  of  protection  is  specially 
prescribed.  Your  general  welfare  extends  to  for- 
eign intercourse — ^justice  and  equality  among  the 
members  of  the  Confederacy — a  perpetuity  of  the 
Government — and  the  protection  of  its  members 
in  the  discharge  of  their  respective  functions. 
Here,  too,  the  manner  is  prescribed  and  the  power 
limited  and  defined.  If,  then,  these  expressions 
are  restricted  and  definite,  it  follows  that  your 
money  can  only  be  applied  to  the  execution  of 
these  definite  Constitutional  powers. 
But,  in  these  latter  days,  a  new  sect  of  expound- 
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ers  of  the  Constitution  has  sprung  up.  They  ad- 
mit that  this  power,  being  derivative,  cannot  be 
inferred  irom  any  one  of  those  enumerated,  but  it 
may  from  all.  With  all  the  improvements  in  the 
science  of  chemistry,  no  one,  it  is  presumed,  ever 
suspected  that  it  would  be  used  to  expound  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  Slates.  And  yet  such 
seems  to  be  the  fact.  These  wise  men  commence 
an  analysis  of  a  particular  power,  and  find  several 
ingredients  there  ;  they  then  decompose  another, 
and  find  a  few  more  particles  ;  and  so  on  through 
some  fifteen  or  twenty.  They  then  put  their  re- 
sults together,  perform  the  process  of  amalgama- 
tion— a  very  fashionable  process  at  this  time — 
and  thus  form  one  simple  substance,  which  they 
denominate  the  power  of  ''  roads  and  canals,''  or 
"internal  improvement."  In  effect  it  amounts  to 
this:  This  power  is  not  "necessary  and  proper" 
for  the  execution  of  either  of  the  others,  but  for 
all.  No  one  requires  it,  yet  every  one  requires  it. 
Here  is  a  power  derived  from  others,  different  in 
their  character — some  exclusive,  some  alternaie. 
and  others  concurrent — and  pray  of  which  does 
this  partake  ?  What  are  the  complexion  and  fea- 
tures of  this  child  of  twenty  fathers  ?  Whose 
image  and  superscription  does  it  bear?  Sir,  I 
protest  I  cannot  reason  against  such  logic.  It 
transcends  my  limited  understanding.  But,  yield 
to  this,  and  where  are  you  to  stop  ?  It  can  be 
neither  limited  nor  defined.  It  is  an  ocean  without 
a  shore.  It  is,  indeed,  a  substantial,  efficient,  not 
an  imaginary  "great  central  power  unknown  to 
the  Constitution."  Its  centre  is  everywhere,  its 
circumference  nowhere.  Like  Omnipotence  it- 
self, no  mortal  eye  can  behold  it;  it  is  seen  only 
through  the  magnificence  of  its  works.  I  am 
aware  that  my  Constitutional  doctrines  are  old- 
fashioned.  The  love  of  power  is  inherent.  It  is 
often  sought  with  the  best  motives.  The  patriot 
is  apt  to  believe  that,  if  he  had  more  power,  he 
could  do  more  good  ;  and  when  we  restrain  or 
circumscribe  him,  he  asks,  with  a  sigh,  What  I 
"  have  we  not  power  to  do  good  ?"  But  we  ought 
to  remember  that  this  power  to  do  good,  has  been 
the  plea  of  every  tyrant,  from  Nimrod,  the  hunter, 
down  to  Ferdinand,  the  beloved;  and  when  ob- 
tained, they  have  reserved  the  good  to  themselves, 
and  entailed  the  slavery,  with  all  its  misery  and 
mischiefs,  on  those  who  granted  it  and  their  de- 
scendants. 

But  if  you,  by  searching,  can  find  this  power, 
what  good  is  to  result  from  its  exercise  ?  You 
now  can  scarcely  fulfil  your  legitimate  duties,  and 
are  wishing  to  throw  off  some  of  them  on  other 
departments.  And  while  your  business  is  multi- 
plying, you  will  introduce  into  Congress  a  sub- 
ject more  perplexing,  one  which  will  excite  more 
jealousy,  provoke  more  discord,  and  induce  more 
management,  if  not  intrigue,  than  all  others  com- 
bined. 

Will  you  appropriate  equally  ?  To  do  this,  we 
must  first  ascertain  what  States  have  already  re- 
ceived any  thing,  and  how  much,  and  deduct  it 
from  their  share.  The  two  millions  for  the  Cum- 
berland road  must  be  put  into  a  common  fund, 
and  deducted  from  the  shares  of  those  Slates  which 


have  had  the  benefit  of  it.  Whose  turn  comes 
first  ?  This  is  a  very  important  inquiry.  The 
first  important  canal  you  construct  will  so  exhaust 
your  Treasury,  and  encumber  you  with  debt,  that 
it  will  be  the  last.  What  is  your  rule  of  equaliiy  1 
Among  the  States,  probably  according  to  their 
Representatives,  as  this  is  your  rule  of  taxation  *, 
and,  if  you  proceed  in  this,  taxation  must  come. 
Now,  would  this  be  right  ?  In  the  canal  which 
is  to  unite  the  waters  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Del- 
aware, the  Stale  of  Delaware  would  incur  most 
of  the  expense,  and  receive  least  of  the  profits.  In 
Maryland,  some  expense  and  considerable  profit. 
Pennsylvania,  none  of  the  exj»ense  and  most  of 
the  profits.  Delaware  would  draw  one  part  in 
213,  Maryland  9,  and  Pennsylvania  26. 

Will  you  divide  unequally  and  at  discretion  1 
Let  the  time  come  when  Congress  combine  and 
appropriate  money  for  the  benefit  of  a  majority, 
to  the  exclusion  of  a  minority,  and  your  Union  is 
in  the  most  imminent  peril.  Will  you  tell  New 
England  that,  since  they  have  made  their  roads 
at  their  own  expense,  that  you  will  now  take  their 
money  to  make  yours?  That,  although  roads 
across  the  mountains  give  a  direct  benefit  to  some 
States,  yet,  as  we  are  remotely  benefited,  we  have 
no  right  to  complain  ?  Begin  a  bargaining  sys- 
tem of  this  sort,  and  see  how  long  it  will  last. 
Treat  the  complaints  of  an  injured  minority  as  the 
"capricious  squalls  of  a  child,  which  does  not 
know  whether  it  is  aggrieved  or  not,"  and  see 
how  soon  "  this  child  will  assume  the  voice  and 
courage"  and  strength  of  a  man.  Suppose  we 
should  succeed  in  throwing  back  on  you  your  own 
principles — suppose  we  should  attempt  a  system 
of  education  and  establish  a  national  university, 
and  surely  nothing  can  be  more  emphatically  "  in- 
ternal improvement"  than  that  which  goes  to 
improve  the  human  mind — suppose  we  should 
make  a  donation  of  a  hundred  millions  to  Cam- 
bridge, whose  foundation  and  reputation  are  so 
well  established.  Location  is  nothing,  and  if  gen- 
tlemen in  the  South  and  West  would  be  obliged 
to  send  their  children  some  fiJieen  hundred  miles, 
they  are  remotely  benefited,  and  must  not  com- 
plain. 

One,  and  not  the  least  of  the  evils  which  ir.  to 
result  from  this  system,  is,  to  paralyze  the  exertions 
in  the  States.  They  will  always  expect  more  of 
you  than  you  can  perform.  They  will  neglect  to 
improve  their  roads  in  waiting  for  you,  and  they 
wilt  wait  in  vain.  The  ordinary  expenses,  in 
Maine,  of  repairing  and  making  roads,  is  not  less 
than  .§300,000  annually.  Supposing  this  to  be  an 
average  with  the  other  States,  and  that  it  would 
cost  you  two  dollars  to  do  what  they  might  per- 
form for  one  ;  the  annual  expenditures  for  ordinary 
repairs  would  exceed  §18,000,000.  If  you  add  to 
this  the  splendid  scheme  presented  by  the  honor- 
able member  from  Missouri,  in  his  amendment, 
you  may  at  once  perceive  the  ordinary  revenues 
of  the  United  States,  for  fifty  years,  would  not  ac- 
complish the  object.  Taxation,  internal,  direct, 
and  oppressive,  would  be  the  inevitable  result. 

Sir,  gentlemen  who  would  commence  this  mad 
project,   are  bound  to  show  us  "  the  ways  and 


April,  1824. 


Swrvey*  /or  Roads  and  Canals. 


Senate. 


j> 


means.  What  are  they  ?  You  have  read  of  a  1  fused  to  admit  a  State  into  the  Union,  shorn  in 
Tw  '^  h°  Tk"  ^''  ''?r  ^'"''°"/  funds-and  ;  the  least  of  the  political  powers  en  oyid  bTthe 
bow,  "those  who  passed  by  wagged  their  heads,  rest ;  and  that,  to^  against  strong  popular  exc  te- 
and  said  one  to  another  this  man  began  to  build,  i  ment.  Once,  at  least,  have  we^tood  firm  aid 
and  was  not  able  to  finish."  This  will  be  our  i  fast  against  Execuliv'e  poweT,  and  in  spTte  of 
case.  The  mernber  from  Missouri  has,  however,  strong  partialities.  I  trust  tha  we  shall  not  ve 
undertaken  to  become  the  Minister  of  Finance,  g.ve  way,  but  stand  to  our  duty  like  the  ro^k^fn 
and  "in  opening  the  budget,"  has  told  us  how  he  ,  ihe  ocean  which  defies  the  storm 
will  get  th«  money.     He  is  first  to  take  that  paid 


to   the   Revolutionary  pensioners  after   they  are 
dead.     It  is  an  old  adage,  "  that  those  who  wait 
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lor  dead  men  s  shoes  will  go  barefoot."  And  '  The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
there  is  another  almost  as  true,  "  that  pensionei«  the  Committee  of  Claims,  on  the  petition  of  Rezin 
never  die;  that  is,  I  presume,  never  die  off  the  [  Rawlings  and  John  Locke,  executors  of  Daniel 
list.  Not  that  I  wish  the  old  fellows  to  die.  God  ;  Rawlings ;  and,  in  concurrence  therewith  resolved 
preserve  them,  1  say,  many  years.  They  will  '  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  ought  not  to  be 
serve  to  call  to  our  remembrance  the  principles  of    granted. 

the  Revolution,  and  which  are  now  almost  forgot-  j  Mr.  Eaton  presented  the  petition  of  John  A. 
ten.  But,  sir,  if  we  continue  as  ingenious  in  find-  '  Webster,  laie  sailing-master  in  the  naval  service 
ing  out  means  of  expenditure  as  we  now  are,  if  |  of  the  United  Slates,  praying  indemnity  for  pro- 
Ihat  honorable  member  will  present  us  a  few  more  ;  perty  lost  while  in  the  dischar^re  of  his  duty 
expeditions  to  the  Upper  Falls  of  the  Missouri,  to  '  which  was  read,  and  referred  lo  the  Committee  of 
protect  trespasses  on  the  Indians,  I  strongly  sus-  j  Claims, 
pect  that  the  fruit  of  this  tree  will  be  picked  up  \  oTrmrr-^o  ^r.r.  „^.^ 
quite  as  fast  as  It  falls.     His  next  source  of  revenue  SLRVEYS  FOR  ROADS  AND  CANALS. 

IS  derived  from  a  cessation  of  the  annual  appro-  The  Senate  then  resumed  the  unfinished  busi- 
priation  for  the  public  buildings.  If  he  calculates  ness  of  yesterday,  being  the  consideration,  in  Com- 
thal  for  fifty  years  we  shall  expend  less  than  we  mittee  of  the  Whole,  of  the  bill  from  the  House 
do  now  in  this  city,  he  calculates  without  his  host,  i  of  Representatives,  "  to  procure  the  necessary  sur- 
But  when  the  fortifications  are  finished  I  Oh  then,  j  veys  lor  roads  and  canals,"  together  with  a  new 
to  be  sure  !  Stop  a  little.  Look  at  the  reports  and  i  bill,  proposed  by  Mr.  Benton,  as  a  substitute  for 
plans  of  your  War  Department,  and  §20,000,000  j  that  bill.  Mr.  Barbour  was  called  to  the  chair. 
will  not  complete  the  works  in  contemplation.  !  Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  again  took  the  floor 
And  his  supposition  that  the  gradual  increase  of  and  concluded  the  speech  which  he  commenced 
the  revenue  will  yield  a  surplus,  is  altogether  as  ;  yesterday,  against  both  the  bill  and-the  proposed 
visionary.  The  honorable  member  forgot  to  re-  amendment,  as  given  entire  in  precedint^  pages, 
member  that  the  increase  of  expenditure  has  far  Mr.  Chandler  then  moved  toamend  theamend- 
surpassed  that  of  the  income.  In  1803,  the  public  ment,  by  inserting  a  proviso  requiring  the  as.sent  of 
debt  was  about  lg;70,000,000,  receipts  $14,000,000,  three-fourlhs  of  the  States,  previous  lo  the  com- 
and  the  expenses  of  Government  between  three  and  mencement  of  the  contemplated  surveys.  This 
four  millions.    At  this  time  the  public  debt  is  about    was  not  agreed  to. 

890,000,000;  the  average  income  §19,000,000,  I  Mr.  Talbot  opposed  the  amendment,  on  the 
and  the  ordinary  expenditures  §11,000,000;  of  ground  that  a  bill,  of  the  vast  extent  proposed  by 
the  income  is  §1,500,000,  annual  sale  of  public  ,  Mr.  Benton,  could  not  possibly  be  matured  at  the 
lands — a  fund  always  diminishing.     The  Sinking  \  present  session  of  Congress. 

Fund,  as  established  in  1817,  with  proper  economy,  !  Mr.  Smith  considered  the  original  bill  as  it 
would  by  this  time  have  reduced  our  public  debt  j  came  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  as  merely 
lo  forty  instead  of  ninety  millions.  \  authorizing  the  President  to  take  a  topographical 

Sir,  for  twenty  years,  the  surplus  revenue  de-  I  view  of  the  United  Stales,  and  did  not  consider 
rived  from  the  sources  suggested  by  the  honorable  '  it  as  involving  the  question  of  the  consiitulionalily 
rnember,  would  not  be  sufficient  to  complete  Goose  '  of  making  roads  and  canals. 
Creek  Canal.  Bui,  sir,  I  have  already  dwelt  loo  A  division  of  the  question  was  called  for.  The 
long  on  this  disgusting  scheme  and  its  disastrous  i  question  was  then  declared  to  be  upon  striking  out 
results.     For  my  constituents,  I  see  nothing  but  ;  the  original  bill. 

taxes,  taxes  wahoui  any  the  least  equivalent— I  i  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  made  a  few  remarks 
see  that  the  Constitution  is  made  to  mean  just  j  in  favor  of  the  bill.  He  contended  for  the  power 
what  the  interest  of  a  majority  ^hall  dictate  ;  that  i  on  the  part  of  Congress,  to  make  roads  and  canals! 
the  rights  of  the  Stales  are  nominal — and  ihat  this  Independent  of  the  Constitutional  question,  he 
measure  is  to  reduce  them  below  the  grade  of  petty  thought  this  appropriation  ought  to  be  made,  for 
corporations.  And  where  can  the  encroachment  ihe  purpose  ofobtaining  topographical  information, 
be  resisted  ?  No  where  but  in  this  Senate.  For  Mr.  Taylor,  of  Virginia,  spoke  as  follows: 
this  purpose  were  we  ordered  to  this  post.     The        Mr.  Chairman:     The  honorable  member  from 


States  expect  us  to  do  our  duty.  W^e  should  never 
surrender.  If  we  fall  in  the  conflict  our  country 
will  consecrate  our  fame.  Twice,  within  my 
experience,  has  this  Senate  stood  firm,  and  re- 


Kentucky,  who  has  just  sat  down,  has  endeavored 
lo  soothe  our  fears  as  to  this  bill,  by  representing 
it  as  only  a  harmless  measure,  not  creating  either 
roads  or  canals,  and  only  providing  for  surveying 
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extensively,  and  employing  engineers  now  in  pay, 
at  the  trifling  expense  of  $30,000.  The  fojlish 
Trojans  regarded  the  wooden  horse  prtpared  by 
the  cunning  Greeks,  as  harmless;  demolished  a 
part  of  their  walls  for  its  introduction  ;  and  their 
city  was  destroyed.  Ppes  this  bill  contain  in  its 
womb  fewer  combustTWes,  or  such  a^  are  less 
likely  to  inflame  geographical  interests,  and  de- 
stroy the  Union,  should  we  provide  for  their  in- 
troduction, by  levelling  those  outworks  by  which 
the  Constitution  is  defended  ?  The  honorable 
member  from  Missouri  has  candidly  removed  the 
mask,  with  which  the  design  is  endeavored  to  be 
concealed  by  the  bill,  and  designated  certain  roads 
and  canals  to  be  made  in  the  amendment  he  has 
proposed;  the  expense  of  which  would  amount 
to  incomputable  millions:  The  whole  subject  of 
roads  and  canals  is  therefore  before  the  Senate. 

After  the  admirable  argument  we  have  heard 
from  the  honorable  member  from  Maine,  (Mr. 
Holmes,)  with  which  I  concur  except  as  to  a 
single  point,  it  may  seem  presumption  in  me,  to 
attempt,  or  to  hope  I  shall  be  able,  to  add  any 
thing  new ;  and  if  I  should  fail,  I  must  throw  my- 
self on  tly  indulgence  of  the  Senate.  Had  the 
heathen  deities  been  now  alive,  I  might  have  in- 
Toked  iEsculapius.  Minerva,  and  even  Moinus, 
to  aid  me  in  the  effort ;  or  had  our  two  old  par- 
ties, guided  and  designated  by  comprehensible 
principles,  yet  existed.  I  might  have  addressed 
myself  to  them.  But  all  I  can  now  do  is  to  call 
up  a  jury  before  the  eyes  of  the  Senate,  de  media- 
tate  lingua;,  composed  of  the  most  eminent  ghosts 
of  these  parties,  with  General  Washington  their 
foreman.  Is  it  not  certain  that  they  would  unan- 
imously agree  in  a  verdict,  that  this  internal  power 
now  claimed,  was  unconstitutional?  Although 
these  parties  are  dead,  new  ones  have  arisen  even 
better  defined  by  their  names  and  principles,  both 
imported  from  France,  where  they  are  in  lull 
operation;  namely,  ultras  and  radicals.  The  first 
party,  striving  daily  to  overturn  the  charter  grant- 
ed to  the  people  by  a  King;  the  second,  adhering 
to  the  roots  or  principles  of  that  charter.  The 
same  is  the  case  as  to  our  Constitution.  The 
plumes  of  our  parties  are  respectively  composed, 
one  of  a  single  white  feather,  the  other  of  feathers 
of  various  colors,  among  which  there  is.  unfor- 
tunately, a  white  one  also ;  and  whenever  the  radi- 
cal party  are  influenced  by  any  project,  dictated 
by  local  interest  or  prejudice,  it  most  injudiciously 
picks  out  of  its  cre^t  all  the  other  feathers,  retains 
one  only,  mounts  the  white  cockade,  and  acts 
upon  occasion  after  occasion  with  its  adversary. 

Thus  the  constitutionality  of  the  claim  on  be- 
half of  the  Federal  Government  to  exercise  local 
internal  powers,  as  in  the  case  of  roads  and  canals, 
is  gradually  gaining  ground  by  the  acts  of  those 
who  deny,  theoretically,  the*  principle. 

Let  us  examine  the  grounds  upon  which  this 
Federal  power  is  inferred,  by  the  radical  party, 
from  the  Constitution,  through  the  influence  of 
local  calculations.  The  chiet  reliance  is  placed 
upon  the  word  "establish."  Congress  shall  have 
power  "to  establish  post  roads."  This  word 
has  been  expounded  by  Congress  itself,  from  the 


adoption  of  the  Constitution  ;  when  its  mean- 
ing was  fresh,  down  to  the  present  time,  when  its 
meaning  is  questioned,  by  some  thousands  of  con- 
structions. It  has  passed  a  multitude  of  laws  to 
establish^  and  many  to  discwUinue  post  roads. 

Was  any  road  ever  actually  made  in  yirtue  of 
the  word  establish^  or  ever  obliterated  or  shut  up, 
in  virtue  of  the  word  discontinue?  Did  Congress, 
in  any  one  of  these  numerous  instances,  construe 
the  word  establvih  as  equivalent  to  the  word  make? 
The  mail  is  directed  to  pass  from  one  place  to 
another,  without  making  a  road  for  that  purpose, 
and  the  word  establish  was  never  contemplated  as 
requiring  that  a  road  should  be  made  to  comply 
with  the  laws.  These  contemporaneous  and  con- 
tinued constructions  seem  to  be  conclusive.  But, 
are  catials,  also,  now  united  with  road.^,  justified 
by  the  word  establish  ?  Happily,  the  Constitution 
does  not  give  to  Congress  a  |)ower  to  establish 
post  canals.  When  the  two  power?,  therefore, 
are  united,  it  is  evident  that  no  reliance  is  placed 
on  the  word  establish,  us  it  relates  to  roads,  because 
canals,  to  which  that  word  does  not  extend,  are 
associated  with  them. 

It  is  remarkable  that  the  framers  of  the  Consti- 
tution have  t.'ieinselves,  in  the  third  sentence,  after 
using  the  word  establish,  indicated  the  meaning 
they  applied  to  it.  Power  to  constitute  tribunals 
is  given  to  Congress.  This  is  a  word  equivalent 
to  create  or  viake.  Congress  are,  therefore,  em- 
powered to  create  inferior  tribunals,  because  they 
could  not  exist  without  such  creation,  and  only 
to  establish  post  roads,  because  roads  might  and 
did  exist  without  any  necessity  for  making  or 
creating  them  by  Congress.  And  according  to 
this  plain  distinction  between  the  words,  exhibited 
by  the  framers  of  the  Constitution,  Congress  has 
invariably  legislated.  It  has  made  or  created  tri- 
bunals, and  selected  roads  for  mail  routes.  If  it 
had  selected  State  courts  for  inferior  Federal  tri- 
bunals, and  made,  created,  or  constituted  roads 
and  canals,  it  would  have  wandered  from  the 
Constitution  in  both  cases. 

The  next  clause  of  the  Constitution  resorted  to, 
for  the  purpose  of  justifying  a  F'ederal  power  to 
make  State  roads  and  canals,  is  in  these  words: 
'•Congress  shall  have  power  to  regulate  commerce 
with  foreign  nations,  among  the  several  Sjates, 
and  with  Indian  tribt^."  Whether  the  word  com- 
merce is  used  in  a  general  or  restricted  sense,  is 
the  question.  If  in  a  general  and  unrestricted 
sense,  it  would  reach  the  whole  intercourse 
among  men,  and  even  include  the  connubial. 
There  could  not  exist  any  social  intercourse  which 
it  would  not  include,  and  the  Federal  Government 
would  receive  from  this  clause  an  absolute,  con- 
solidated, and  unlimited  power;  for  what  power 
can  exceed  that  of  regulating  the  whole  inter- 
course or  commerce  Of  the  members  composing  a 
society  ? 

It  must,  therefore,  have  been  used  in  a  restricted 
sense,  to  sustain  the  intention  of  the  Constitution 
to  create  a  limited  Federal  Government.  To  en- 
force the  restriction  intended  by  the  word  "com- 
merce," the  United  States  are  placed  between 
foreign  nations  and  Indian  tribes,  as  if  to  fortify 
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them  on  both  sides,  agamst  applying  a  meaning  to  unless  empowered  to  do  so  by  a  special  law  of  the 
the  word  commerce"  in  their  case,  which  was  Slate.  If  associations  of  individuals  can  hold 
not  applicable  to  it  in  the  cases  of  foreign  nations  ;  them,  exonerated  from  the  laws  of  descent,  and 
and  Indian  tribes.  Does  the  word  "commerce"  transmissible  to  successors,  then  religious  or  any 
give  a  power  to  Congress  to  make  roads  and  canals  |  other  associations  might  hold  lands  in  an  associ- 
lor  these  nations  and  tribes?     If  not,  as  this  word    ated  cajiacity. 

IS  used  in  the  clause  as  equally  applicable  to  all  To  avoid  so  obvious  an  evil,  there  are  but  two 
three  of  its  members,  it  follows,  irresistibly,  that  it  cases,  generally  speaking,  in  which  the  title  to 
does  not  empower  Congress  to  make  roads  and  !  lands  can  be  sustained— those  of  inheritance  and 
canals  for  the  States.  Does  it  empower  Congress  corporations,  under  positive  laws  conveying  the 
to  regulate  wealth  and  poverty  among  the  indi-  right.  The  power  of  the  Federal  Government  to 
viduals  composing  foreign  nations,  or  l>etween  hold  land  within  a  State,  by  consent,  gift  or  pur- 
Indian  tribes?  U  not,  it  follows,  as  conclusively,  chase,  must  come  within  the  purview  of  one  of 
that  It  does  not  give  Congress  a  power  to  regu-  these  cases.  Individual  inheritance  is  out  of  the 
late  wealth  or  poverty,  either  between  the  States,  '  question.  A  corporate  right  is  the  only  inquiry 
or  between  the  individuals  composing  a  State.  ,  1  both  admit  and  contend,  that  the  Federal  Gov- 
The  words  "to  regulate  commerce,"  being  used  I  ernment  is  extremely  similar  to  a  corporation  It 
in  reference  to  three  subjects,  without  any  distinc- 1  received,  and  exists,  under  a  charter  granted  by 
tion  between  them,  are  used  in  the  same  sense  as  i  sovereign  States,  stipulating  that  this  charter 
to  all,  and  a  construction  obviously  absurd  as  to  |  should  not  be  altered  except  in  specified  modes 
two,  must  be  equally  so  as  to  the  third.  A  con- 1  The  charter  bestows  upon  it  no  right  to  acquire 
trary  construction  would  degrade  the  States  be- I  or  hold  land,  except  in  specified  cases,  to  all  of 
low  the  Indian  tribes.  Their  consent  is  asked,  and  |  which  exclusive  legislation  is  aitac 
usually  bought;  nor  is  a  road  made  through  their 


territory  without  obtaining  it ;  and  it  is,  1  suppose, 
upon  this  Indian  authority  that  the  consent  of  a 
Slate  is  considered  by  some  gentlemen  as  convey- 
ing a  power  to  Congress  to  make  roads  and  canals, 
and  also  to  buy  and  hold  lands. 

Let  us,  sir,  examine  this  doctrine.  Nations  un- 
restricted by  any  compact,  are  not  in  the  situation 
of  the  United  States.  Their  governments  may 
gram  or  sell  powers  to  other  governments,  and, 
among  them,  the  power,  in  one,  of  making  a  ruad 
or  canal ;  or  that  of  buying  and  holding  lands 
within  the  territory  of  another.  But  both  the 
Federal  and  State  governments  are  subjected  to 
the  restrictions  of  a  compact.  The  former  can 
only  obtain  specified  and  limited  po5se^sions  with- 
in the  territories  of  a  Stale,  with  their  consent, 
and  the  latter  are  restricted  from  enlarging  the 
powers  of  the  Federal  Government,  except  by  the 
consent  of  a  large  majority  of  the  Slates;  and 
over  all  acquisitions  of  landed  property  which  the 
Federal  Government  can  constitutionally  obtain, 
that  Government  is  invested  with  exclusive  legis- 
1  Qjjjj  jj  Qbtain  any  landed  property  with- 


laiion. 


out  acquiring  the  exclusive  legislation  attached. 


legislation  is  attached.  It  is  true, 
that  refuge  against  these  arguments  is  sought  for, 
under  the  idea  of  some  indefinite  character  at- 
tached to  the  word  governvieiU ;  but,  if  this  evasion 
is  sound,  the  Federal  Government  ceases  to  be 
limited  by  the  Constitution,  its  only  character;  and 
the  novel  result  ensues,  thai  thirteen  sovereignties^ 
now  twenty-four,  become  the  creatures  of  their 
own  creature. 

Farther  to  evade  it,  we  are  frequently  told,  that 
the  Federal  Government  has  purchased  Louisiana, 
and  sundry  extensive  tracts  of  country;  and  that, 
if  these  acquisitions  are  justifiable,  the  acquisi- 
tions of  land  by  it,  within  a  Stale,  must  also  be 
proper.  The  reply  is,  that  all  these  territorial 
acquisitions,  whether  from  France,  Spain,  or  the 
Indians,  have  been  made  under  the  treaty-making 
power,  given  to  the  Federal  Government  by  the 
Constitution.  But  these  acquisitions  are  not 
made  for  the  benefit  of  the  Federal  Government, 
or  to  increase  its  Constitutional  power,  but  for 
the  benefit  of  the  confederated  States,  and  to 
increase  the  power  of  their  Union.  For  this 
latter  purpose,  and  not  to  aggrandize  the  Federal 
Government,  the  treaty-making  power,  by  which 
these  acquisitions  were  obtained,  only  made  the 


by  the  Constitution,  to  all  that  species  of  property  I  Federal  Government  a  trustee,  of  which  the  clause 
which  it  is  allowed  to  acquire;  or  is  there  any  in- 1  for  converting  thein  into  States  is  almost  a  de- 
timalion  in  the  Constitution  allowing  the  Federal  :  monstration. 


Government  to  acquire  lauded  property  without 
the  concomitant  of  exclusive  legislation,  attached 
to  all  such  acquisitions  allowed  to  be  made  by  the 
Constitution  ?  By  what  tenure  would  the  Federal 
Government  hold  lands,  acquired  by  the  consent 
of  a  Slate?  Would  the  tenure  be  a  mortmain, 
feudal,  or  personal  and  allodial.  Every  State  has 
laws  for  regulating  the  titles  to  real  property.  Is 
such  a  title  in  the  Federal  Government  provided 
for  by  any  of  these  laws?  In  what  character  could 
it  sustain  an  ejectment  against  an  intruder?  The 
defendant  is  not  bound  to  prove  any  title,  but  the 
plaintiff  must  show  one  under  the  State  laws,  be- 
Ibre  he  can  recover.  By  these  laws  no  associa- 
tion or  corporation  can  acquire  or  hold   lauds, 


As  to  this  point,  if  a  Slate  can  give  or  sell  to 
the  Federal  Government  a  part  of  itself,  except  in 
the  permitted  cases,  or  give  or  sell  to  Congress 
any  judicial  or  legislative  power  at  all,  it  may 
transfer  to  it  all  its  rights,  violate  the  Federal 
compact,  and  disorder  or  destroy  its  division  of 
powers. 

The  last  source  from  which  the  power  to  make 
roads  and  canals  is  attempted  to  be  extracted,  is 
the  right  to  make  war,  and  to  this  power  that  of 
taxation  has  been  united,  for  the  sake  of  the  in- 
ference, that  the  endowment  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment with  these  two  mighty  powers,  precludes 
the  idea  of  its  not  possessing  the  comparatively 
inferior  powers  of  making  roads  and  canals  ;  and 
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that  these  great  powers  may  be  better  executed, 
by  the  inference,  that  these,  and  all  the  other  infe- 
rior powers  convenient  to  them,  were  construc- 
tively bestowed.  The  confidence  supposed  to  be 
placed  in  the  Federal  Government  by  the  grant 
of  the  two  great  powers,  is  considered  as  a  proof 
that  the  States  did  not  intend  to  withhold  from 
that  Government  the  minor  powers  of  making 
roads  and  canals:  since  every  minor  power  what- 
soever may  be  consid^ed  as  having  some  mflu- 
ence,  near  or  remoteTupon  the  major  powers  of 
war  and  taxation.  Thus,  ail  minor  powers  are 
absorbed  by  these  two  greater  powers,  and  the 
States  possess  no  reserved  powers,  unless  such  as 
are  of  greater  magnitude  than  those  of  war  and 
taxation.  The  exploded  docrines  of  allegiance 
and  protection  are  thus  substantially  revived,  and  a 
complete  subjection  substituted  for  the  sdvereignty 
of  the  States.  The  law  of  power  is  substituted 
for  the  law  of  compact,  and  the  ancient  club  law, 
invented  by  one  Hercules,  is  revived.  He  used  it 
to  kill  wild  beasts ;  a  precedent  for  using  it  to  kill 
State  rights;  and  Ca?sar's  famous  doctrine,  infer- 
ring that  money  and  men  were  irresistible,  is  pro- 
posed for  the  adoption  of  public  opinion.  These 
being  given  to  the  Federal  Government,  State 
rights  ought  of  course  fall  before  their  prowess. 
It  is,  in  truth,  both  the  theory  and  practice  of  the 
Holy  Alliance.  Guns  are  substituted  for  clubs, 
money  for  justice,  and  Naples  and  Spain  have  felt 
the  force  of  this  mode  of  reasoning. 

It  was  said  by  an  honorable  member  from  Ken- 
tucky, and  denied  by  an  honorable  member  from 
Maryland,  that  Congress  had  heretofore  asserted 
the  power  of  the  Federal  Government  to  make 
roads  and  canals ;  and  the  first  gentleman  urged 
the  decision  as  an  authority  sufficient  to  establish 
the  power.  If  authority,  and  not  liie  Constitution, 
is  to  decide  this  question,  that  which  certainly 
exists,  will  overbalance  that  which  is  denied  to 
exist ;  especially  when  it  proceeds  from  an  unex- 
pected quarter,  warped  by  no  prejudice  in  favor 
of  State  rights,  as  Congress  might  possibly  have 
been  in  favor  of  Federal  powers.  In  the  decision 
of  the  New  York  steamboat  case  by  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,  it  is  asserted,  that 
"the  completely  internal  commerce  of  a  State, 
'  then,  may  be  considered  as  reserved  for  the 
'  State  itself,  and  turnpike  roads,  ferries,  &c.,  are 
'  component  parts  of  this  mass."  A  power  to  make 
roads  and  canals  is  claimed  upon  the  ground, 
that  they  are  appurtenances  of  commerce.  Ad- 
mitting them  to  be  so,  then  the  decision  of  the 
court,  that  the  reservation  of  itnernal  commerce 
to  the  Stales  is  complete,  includes  roads  and  canals 
as  appurtenances  of  this  internal  commerce,  and 
the  principle  upon  which  the  inference  is  founded, 
assigning  a  power  to  make  them  to  Congress,  is 
adverse  to  the  conclusion.  The  power  over  exter- 
nal commerce,  with  its  legitimate  appurtenances, 
is  given  to  the  Federal  Government ;  that  over 
internal  commerce,  says  the  court,  is  completely 
reserved  to  the  States.  Are  roads  and  canals  ap- 
purtenances of  external  or  internal  commerce  ? 
The  court  say  that  roads,  ferries,  &c.,  constitute 
a  portion  of  the  ''  mass"  of  powers,  appertaining 


to  internal  commerce,  resenred  with  it  to  the 
States  "  completely." 

Having  passed  rapidly  over  the  construction  of 
the  Constitution  involved  in  the  question  con- 
cerning roads  and  canals,  I  will  now  concisely 
advert  to  the  expediency  of  the  policy  proposed. 
It  is  obvious  that,  wherever  the  exercise  of  local 
internal  powers  begins,  representation  ends,  be- 
cause Congress,  acting  by  a  majority,  without 
local  fellow  feeling,  can  never  constitute  a  repre- 
sentation of  the  geographical  interests  and  cli- 
mates at  the  extretniiies  of  the  United  State?, 
North  or  South,  East  or  West.  But  this  objec- 
tion, sustained  by  the  soundest  principle  for  the 
preservation  of  a  free  Government,  if  any  such 
principle  exists,  is  evaded  both  by  the  tariff  and 
internal  improvement  projects,  by  delusive  prom- 
ises to  com[)ensate  the  sufferers.  These  projects 
are  near  relations,  good  friends,  and  kind  neigh- 
bors to  each  other.  They  will,  therefore,  un- 
doubtedly carry  into  effect  the  doctrine  of  com- 
pensations b«?iween  themselves,  so  long  as  they 
must  unite  to  succeed.  But  when,  in  fact  or  m 
history,  was  it  ever  known  that  the  thief  or  the 
robber,  nations  or  geographical  districts,  self- 
interest  or  combined  capitalists,  transferred  the 
money  of  others  to  themselves  by  fraud,  force,  or 
law,  in  order  to  make  compensations,  or  obtained 
anv  local  advantage  for  themselves  with  an  in- 
tention  of  be>towing  on  those  at  whose  expense 
they  obtained  it  an  equivalent  local  advantage? 
The  idea  is,  indeed,  suggested,  of  giving  money 
to  the  States,  in  proportion  to  their  population,  to 
be  employed  in  local  improvements.  But  what 
can  be  gained  by  thus,  except  an  enhancement  of 
expense,  and  an  increase  of  patronage?  All  pro- 
jects for  transferring  the  property  of  some  people 
to  others  are  produced  by  speculations  precisely 
opposite  to  an  intention  of  com|»ensating  the  losers. 
Partiality,  and  a  design  to  gain  and  to  keep  as 
much  money,  and  as  many  exclusive  advantages 
as  possible,  suggest  them  before  their  birth,  and 
sustain  them  as  long  as  they  live.  In  the  case  of 
roads  and  canals,  this  partiality  would  inevitably 
ensue  from  the  incurable  inefficiency  of  the  rep- 
resentation in  Congress  to  exercise  local  powers, 
either  with  justice  or  discretion.  The  attempt 
will  scatter  the  (lames  of  discord,  and  the  frauds 
of  combinations,  among  the  States,  which  may 
probably  destroy  their  union  ;  so  that  this  little, 
harmless,  thirty  thousand  dollar  bill,  is  not  only 
fraught  with  inconceivable  millions  of  expense, 
but  with  an  inconceivable  number  of  causes  for 
partialities  and  discord. 

I5ut  it  may  be  said  that  these  are  fears  of  theory, 
and  that  they  are  proved  to  be  groundless  by  the 
evidence  of  experience.  In  order  to  establish  the 
fitness  of  Congress  for  internal  improvements,  and 
the  economical  application  of  money  to  these  ob- 
jects, we  may  be  called  upon  to  open  our  eyes 
and  contemplate  its  exploits.  We  behold  its  taste 
and  progress  in  the  beautiful  internal  improve- 
ments, exhibited  in  the  Capitol  square  and  the 
grounds  about  the  President's  house,  although 
they  consist  of  several  acres,  and  have  not  en- 
joyed the  benefit  of  CoDgressional  capacity  for 
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internal  improvements  for  more  than  thirtv-five 
years.  We  behold  a  botanic  garden  from  au  emi- 
nence, disclosing  all  its  splendors,  and  inspiring 
an  ecstacy,  causing  us  to  regret  that  Linna?us  is 
not  alive,  that  we  might  send  for  him  to  participate 
in  the  delightful  spectacle.  And  we  have  only  to 
refer  to  a  succession  of  laws  concerning  the  Cum- 
berland road,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  degree  of 
economy  with  which  Congress  is  capable  of  ef- 
fecting internal  improvements,  equal  in  cheapness 
and  beauty  to  those  I  have  enumerated — improve- 
ments which  may  chain  the  States  together,  and 
become  a  happy  substitute  for  the  decaying  prin- 
ciple of  a  division  of  powers,  so  that  when  they 
cease  to  be  united  by  the  Constitution,  they  may 
be  kept  together  by  roads  and  canals. 

Weighty  as  this  argument,  derived  from  expe- 
rience, may  be  viewed  by  some,  to  establish  the 
fitness  of  the  Federal  Government  for  internal 
improvements,  yet  it  cannot  obliterate  from  my 
mind  a  conviction,  long  nourished,  as  the  best 
security  for  human  liberty  and  happiness,  it  hav- 
ing been  planted  there  by  almost  all  political 
patriots  who  have  taken  it  into  consideration, 
namely,  that  the  policy  of  leaving  individuals, 
partnerships,  and  States,  as  much  as  po.-sible  to 
pursue  their  own  interest,  in  their  own  way,  is 
the  only  good  evidence  that  the  Government  is 
founded  in  reason  and  justice,  and  not  in  error 
and  fraud. 

When  Mr.  Taylor  had  concluded — 

The  question  on  striking  out  the  original  bill 
was  then  put,  and  decided  in  the  negative. — The 
yeas  and  nays  were  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Barbour.  Bell,  Benton,  Branch, 
Chandler,  Clayton,  D'Wolf,  Edwards.  Elliot,  Gaillard. 
Holmes  of  Maine,  H.  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  J.  8. 
Johnston  of  Louisiana,  King  of  New  York.  Knight, 
Macon,  Mills,  Taylor  of  Virginia,  Thomas,  Van  Buren, 
and  Williams — 21. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barton,  Brown,  Dickerson,  Eaton, 
Findlay,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  .Mississippi,  Jackson, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  King  of  Alabama,  Lloyd  of 
Maryland,  Lowrie,  Mcllvaine,  Noble.  I'alltier,  Rug- 
gles.  Smith,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Van  Dyke, 
and  War€v— 21. 

The  Senate  having  thus  refused  to  strike  out  the 
original  bill,  the  question  recurred  upon  that  bill. 
Mr.  Hav.ne  moved  that  the  further  consideration 
of  the  subject  be  postponed  to  Monday  next.  This 
motion  gave  ri^e  to  a  short  desultory  debate,  be- 
tween Messrs.  Findlay,  Noble,  and  Brown.  It 
was  superseded,  however,  by  a  motion  to  adjourn, 
which  was  carried  by  the  casting  vote  of  the 
Chair  3  and  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Friday,  April  23. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Barboijr,  the  Secretary  of 
War  was  required  to  report  to  the  Senate  how  far 
the  act  has  been  executed,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Nimrod  Farrow,  Richard  Harris,  and 
their  securities,"  approved  3d  March,  1823. 

Mr.  Hayne  presented  the  memorial  of  E.  Lit- 
tell,  bookseller,  of  Philadelphia,  praying  that  no 
additional  duties  may  be  imposed   on  imported 


books  ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  pas5ed 
bills  of  the  following  titles,  viz:  "An  act  .supple- 
mentary to  an  act,  approved  on  the  3d  day  of 
March,  1819,  entitled  'An  act  providing  for"  the 
correction  of  errors  in  making  entries  of  land  at 
the  land  offices,"  "An  act  making  appropriations 
for  certain  fortifications  of  the  United  Slates  for 
the  year  1824;"  "An  act  changing  the  mode  of 
surveying  the  public  lands  on  any  river,  lake, 
bayou,  or  water  course,  in  the  State  of  Mississippi, 
and  Territory  of  Arkansas;"  and  "An  act  grant- 
ing to  the  counties  or  parishes  of  each  State  and 
Territory  of  the  United  States,  in  which  the  pub- 
lic lands  are  situated,  the  right  of  pre-emption  to 
quarter  sections  of  land,  for  seats  of  justice  within 
the  same."  in.which  bills  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Barton  moved  that  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands  be  discharged  from  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the 
29th  of  December  last,  directing  an  inquiry  into 
the  expediency  of  exposing  the  salines  and  lead 
mines  of  the  United  States  to  public  sale.  Mr. 
B.  stated  that,  when  this  resolution  was  referred, 
the  committee  had  directed  an  inquiry  to  be  made 
of  the  quantity  of  land  reserved  from  sale  as  sa- 
lines and  lead  mines  ;  of  the  leases  that  had  here- 
tofore been  made  of  mines  and  salines,  and  the 
proceeds  thereof  to  the  Treasury — that  it  had  not* 
been  in  the  power  of  the  Department  to  furnish 
that  information,  until  a  late  day,  owing  to  the 
want  of  proper  returns  to  the  Department;  and 
that,  from  the  late  period  of  the  session,  the  com- 
mittee believed  it  impracticable  to  mature  any 
measure  upon  this  subject  at  the  present  session  ; 
and  had,  therefore,  instructed  him  to  submit  this 
motion. 

The  committee  was  discharged  accordingly. 

SURVEYS  FOR  ROADS  AND  CANALS. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  unfinished  busi- 
ness of  yesterday,  being  the  bill  from  the  other 
House  *'  to  provide  for  the  necessary  surveys  for 
roads  and  canals;"  Mr.  Barbour  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Talbot  rose,  in  explanation  of  some  re- 
marks he  had  heretofore  made  on  this  subject.  He 
conceived  that  no  gentleman,  by  voting  for  this 
bill,  would  thereby  pledge  himself  to  support  a 
general  system  of  internal  improvements,  when 
the  same  should  be  brought  forward. 

Mr.  Smith  thought  that  the  passage  of  this  bill 
might,  hereafter,  be  taken  as  a  recognition  of  the 
power  of  Congress  to  construct  roads  and  canals ; 
he  feared  that  it  might  be  considered  as  the  enter- 
ing wedge  to  the  great  system  of  improvements, 
the  power  to  adopt  which,  he  for  one  was  not  dis- 
posed to  admit.  He,  therefore,  proposed  to  amend 
the  bill,  by  attaching  to  it  a  proviso,  "  that  nothing 
herein  contained  shall  be  taken  to  affirm  or  admit 
the  power  of  Congress,  on  their  own  authority, 
to  make  roads  and  canals  in  any  Stale  of  the 
Union." 

Mr.  Ruggles  made  some  remarks  in  favor  of 
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the  principles  of  the  bill,  and  of  pursuing  such 
measures  as  would  lend  to  produce  a  more  inti- 
mate connexion  between  the  Atlantic  States  and 
the  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  which  must  here- 
after contain  a  population  bearing  a  great  propor- 
tion to  that  of  the  whole  country.  The  interest 
of  both  these  sections  of  our  country,  he  argued, 
would  be  greatly  promoted  by  such  a  measure. 

Messrs.  Eaton,  Brown,  Lloyd,  of  Maryland, 
Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  H.  Johnson,  of  Louisi- 
ana, and  Noble,  opposed  the  amendment,  and 
Messrs.  Mills,  Van  Dyke,  and  S.mith,  supported 
it.  Mr.  Van  Dyke  proposed  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment, by  inserting  a  provision  that,  previous  to 
any  survey  being  made  under  this  act,  the  consent 
of  the  State  in  which  such  survey  is  to  be  made 
shall  be  obtained.  Messrs.  RioGLEts  and  Benton 
made  a  few  remarks  on  this  subject.  The  ques- 
tion was  then  put,  and  decided  against  Mr.  Van 
Dyke's  amendment,  as  follows  : 

Yeab— Messrs.  Barbour.  Bell.  Chandler,  Elliott, 
Gaillard,  King  of  New  York,  Lloyd  of  Massachu- 
aett*,  Macon,  MiJIs,  Palmer,  Smith,  Taylor  of  Vir- 
jginia,  Van  Buren,  Van  Dyke,  and  Ware — lb. 
If  Nats — Messrs.  Barton,  Benton,  Branch,  Brown, 
Clayton,  D'VVolf,  Eaton,  EJwarJs.  FindUy.  Hayne, 
Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes  of  Miss.,  Jackson,  Johnson 
of  Kentucky,  H.  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  J.  S.  Johnston 
of  Louisiana,  King  uf  Alabama,  Knight.  Lloyd  of 
Maryland,  Lowrie,  Mcllvaine,  Ruggles,  Seymour,  Tal- 
bot, Taylor  of  Indiana,  Thomas,  and  Williams — 28. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  Mr.  S.mith.  Upon  this  ques- 
tion Messrs.  Macon,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Chan- 
dler, and  Noble,  made  a  few  observations. 

Mr.  Chandler  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  striking  out  the  word  '*  admit, "  and  in- 
serting in  its  stead  the  word  "  deny,"  so  that  it 
should  read  ''that  nothing  herein  contained  shall 
be  taken  to  affirm  or  deny  the  power>of  Congress, 
on  their  own  authority,  to  make  roads^d  canals  in 
any  State  of  the  Union,"  This  amendment  was 
discussed  by  Messrs.  Taylor  of  Virginia,  Brown, 
and  Hayne.  The  question  was  put,  and  decided 
in  the  negative — ayes  10,  noes  36,  as  follows  : 

Ykas — Messrs.  Barton,  Brown,  Hayne.  Josiah  8. 
Johnt>ton,  Kelly,  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  Ruggles, 
Seymour,  Talbot,  and  Williams. 

Nais — Mfssrs.  Barbour,  Bell,  Benton,  Branch, 
Chandler,  Clayton,  D'WoIf,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Ed- 
wards, Elliott,  Findlay,  Gaillard,  Holmes  of  Maine, 
Holmes  of  Mississippi,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 
Henry  Johnson,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New  York, 
Knight,  Lanman,  Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Lowrie,  Mcll- 
vaine, Macon,  Mills,  Noble,  Palmer,  Smith,  Taylor  of 
Indiana,  Taylor  of  Virginia,  Thomas,  Van  Buren, 
Van  Dyke,  and  Ware. 

The  question  upon  the  amendment,  as  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Smith,  was  then  put,  and  decided 
in  the  negative,  as  follows: 

Ybas — Messrs.  Barbour,  Bell,  Branch,  Chandler, 
Clayton,  D'Wolf,  Elliott,  Findlay,  Gaillard,  Holmes 
of  Maine,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New  York, 
;Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  Macon,  Mills,  Palmer,  Smith, 
Taylor  of  Virginia,  Van  Buren,  Van  Dyke,  and 
Ware— 21. 


Nats — Messrs.  Barton,  Benton,  Brown,  Dickerson, 
Eaton,  EdwariJs,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Mississippi,  Jack- 
son, Johnson  of  Kentucky,  H.  Johnson  of  Louisiana, 
J.  S.  Johnston  of  Louisiana,  Kelly,  Knight,  Lanman, 
Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Lowrie,  Mcllvaine,  Noble,  Rug- 
gles, Seymour,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Thomaa, 
and  Williams — 25. 

Mr.  Hayne  then  moved  to  postpone  the  further 
consideration  of  the  bill  until  Tuesday  next.  This 
was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Mas^chusetts,  stated  the  grounds 
upon  which  he  should  vote  for  the  bill — he  did 
not  consider  it  as  involving  the  question  upon  the 
Constitutional  right  of  Congress  to  make  public 
improvements — but  merely  as  a  means  of  ob- 
taining information,  which  might  be  of  great 
importance  to  the  Government. 

Mr.  Macon  explained  the  reasons  why  he 
should  vote  against  the  bill.  He  could  not  be- 
lieve that  this  bill  was  clear  from  the  Constitu- 
tional objection,  which  he  thought  very  forcible 
and  unanswerable,  and  he  proceeded  to  advance 
other  considerations  again.st  the  bill. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  then  proposed  to  aoaend 
the  bill,  by  inserting  a  clause  as  follows: 

"  Provided,  and  the  faith  of  the  United  States  is 
hereby  pledged,  that  no  money  shall  be  expended  for 
roads  or  canals,  except  it  be  among  the  several  States, 
and  in  the  same  proportion  as  direct  taxes  are  laid 
and  assessed,  under  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution." 

Messrs.  Lloyd  of  .Maryland,  Noble,  and  Tal- 
bot, opposed  the  adoption  of  this  amendment, 
and  Messrs.  Holmes  of  Maine  and  Branch  ad- 
vocated it. 

The  question  on  the  amendment  was  taken, 
and  decided  in  the  negative,  as  follows  : 

YiA* — Messrs.  Barbour,  Bell,  Branch,  Chandler, 
D'Wolf,  Elliott.  Findlay,  Gaillard,  Holmes  of  Maine, 
King  of  New  York,  Knight,  Lanman,  Lloyd  o(  Mas- 
sachusetts, Macon,  Mills,  Palmer,  Taylor  of  Virginia, 
Van  Buren,  and  Ware — 19. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barton,  Benton,  Brown,  Clayton, 
Dickerson,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Missis- 
sippi, Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  H.  Johnson  of 
Louisiana,  J.  S.  Johnston  of  Louisiana,  Kelly,  King 
of  .\labama,  Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Lowrie,  Mcllvaine, 
Noble,  Ruggles,  Seymour,  Sniitb,  I'albot,  Taylor  of 
Indiana,  Thomas,  Van  Dyke,  and  Williams — 27. 

Mr.  Chandler  proposed  an  amendment,  which 
was  not  concurred  in  by  the  Senate. 

Messrs.  Findlay,  Mills,  and  Lloyd  of  Mary- 
land, made  a  few  further  remarks  upon  the  subject. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate  with- 
out amendment.  On  ordering  it  to  a  third  read- 
ing, the  yeas  and  nays  were  as  follows  : 

YiAS — Messrs.  Barton,  Benton,  Brown,  Dickerson, 
Eaton,  Findlay,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Mississippi,  Jack- 
son, Johnson  of  Kentucky,  H.  Johnson  of  l^ouisiana, 
J.  S.  Johnston  of  Louisiana,  Kelij,  Lanman,  Lloyd 
of  Maryland,  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  Lowrie,  Mcll- 
vaine, Noble,  Ruggles,  Smith,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indi- 
ana, Thomas,  and  Williams — 25. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barliour,  Bell,  Branch,  Chandler, 
Clayton,  D'Wolf,  Edwards,  Elliott,  (lailiard,  Holmes 
of  Maine,   King   uf  Alabama,   King   of  New    York, 
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Knight,  Macon,   Mills,   Palmer,  Seymour,  Taylor  of 
Virginia,  Van  Buren,  Van  Dyke,  and  Ware— 21. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 


Saturday,  April  24. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  complying  with  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  Senate,  of  the  21st  instant,  respecting 
the  number  of  arms  furnished  the  United  States 
by  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  during  the  late 
war.  The  report  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  Dickerson,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  the  several 
acts  for  imposing  duties  on  imports,"  reported  the 
same  with  amendments  ;  which  were  read.  He 
also  laid  on  the  table  a  statement  of  the  present 
duties  on  imports,  compared  with  those  proposed 
by  the  last  mentioned  bill.  The  amendments  and 
statement  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Dickerson  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on 
Tuesday  next,  call  for  the  consideration  of  said 
bill. 

Mr.  Henry  Johnson  submitted  the  fallowing 
motion  for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Claims  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing 
by  law  for  the  adjustment,  upon  equitable  principles, 
of  the  claims  of  Colonel  John  Smith,  of  Louisiana, 
■gainst  the  United  States,  for  moneys  paid  the  troops 
of  the  United  States  by  his  deceased  son,  A.  Smith, 
in  his  lifetime,  during  the  late  war. 

The  four  bills  yesterday  brought  up  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  concurrence,  were 
severally  read  twice,  by  unanimous  consent ;  and 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  an  act, 
approved  on  the  third  day  of  March,  1819,  enti- 
tled 'An  act  providing  for  the  correction  of  errors 
in  making  entries  of  land  at  the  land  offices  ;" 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  changing  the  mode  of 
surveying  the  public  lands  on  any  river,  lake, 
bayou,  or  water  course,  in  the  State  of  Mississip^ 
pi  and  Territory  of  Arkansas  ;"  and  the  bill,  en- 
titled "An  act  granting  to  the  counties  or  parishes 
of  each  State  and  Territory  of  the  United  States 
in  which  the  public  lands  are  situated,  the  right 
of  pre-emption  to  quarter  sections  of  land  for 
seats  of  justice  within  the  same,"  were  severally 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act   making  appropria- 
tions for  certain  fortifications  of  the  United  States  ! 
for  the  year  1824,"  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Talbot,  the  Senate  re- 
sumed, as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  bill 
further  to  regulate  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States  ;  and,  on  mo- 
tion, it  was  postponed  to  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded,  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill, 
reported  by  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  "  fur- 
ther to  amend  the  judiciary  system  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  establish  the  circuit  courts ;"  to- 
gether with  an  amendmeDt  proposed  thereto  by 


Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky.  Mr.  Branch  was 
called  to  the  Chair.  After  the  reading  of  the  bill 
and  amendment,  the  subject  was  postponed  to 
Monday  next. 

Mr.  Jackson,  from  the  joint  committee  of  both 
Houses,  appointed  to  examine  and  report  upon 
the  business  necessary  to  be  acted  upon  at  the 
;  present  session  of  Congress,  and  at  what  time  the 
session  may  be  closed,  submitted  a  report  in  part. 
The  committee  report  a  schedule  of  the  business 
which,  in  their  opinion,  ought  to  be  acted  upoa 
previous  to  the  adjournment  of  Congress.  The 
report  was  read,  and  laid  upon  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatires 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  pa.osed 
bills  of  the  following  titles,  viz :  "  An  act  tor  the 
relief  of  Mary  James ; "  "  An  act  to  alter  the  ju- 
dicial districts  of  Pennsylvania,  and  for  other 
purposes;  "  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  Coll- 
yer,  and  others;"  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Al- 
vin  Bronson;"  "An  act  to  piovide  for  the  sale 
of  lands  conveyed  to  the  United  Stales,  in  certaia 
cases,  and  for  other  purposes;"  "An  act  to  au- 
thorize masters  of  vessels,  in  certain  cases,  to  clear 
out  either  at  the  custom-house  of  Petersburg,  or 
that  of  Richmond;"  and  "An  act  to  allow  the 
bounty  to  vessels  employed  in  the  cod  fisheries,  ia 
certain  cases ; "  in  which  bills  they  request  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  "supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled 
'  An  act  to  incorporate  the  company  for  making 
certain  turnpike  roads  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia," and  the  bill  "explanatory  of  an  act  con- 
firming claims  to  lots  in  the  town  of  Mobile," 
were  severally  read  the  third  time,  passed,  and 
sent  to  the  other  House  for  concurrence. 

The  bill  which  originated  in  the  Senate,  "to 
provide  for  the  settlement  of  certain  pecuniary 
claims  against  the  United  States,"  was  read  the 
third  time. 

Messrs.  Taylor,  of  Virginia,  and  Barbour, 
advocated  the  passage  of  this  bill,  and  Messrs,  H. 
Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  Rdgoles,  Lanman,  and 
Talbot,  opposed!  it.  The  question,  "  Shall  the 
bill  pass  ?"  was  then  put,  and  decided  in  the  ne- 
gative, by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

Ykas — Messrs.  Barbour,  Barton,  Branch,  Brown, 
Hayne,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes  of  Mississippi, 
Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kelly,  King  of  Ala- 
bama, Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts, 
Mcllvaine,  Macon,  Smith,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Taylor 
of  Virginia,  and  Van  Dyke— 19. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bell,  Benton,  Chandler,  Clayton, 
D'Wolf,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Elliott,  Findlay, 
IJaiiiard,  H.  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  J.  8.  Johnatoo  of 
Louisiana,  Knight,  Lanman,  Lowrie,  Mill*,  Noble, 
Palmer,  Ruggles,  Seymour,  Talbot,  Thomas,  Ware, 
and  Williams— 25. 

The  bill  from  the  other  House,  "  to  procure  the 
necessary  surveys  for  roads  and  canals,"  was  read 
the  third  time.  The  question  on  its  final  passage 
was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

Ykas— Messrs.  Barton,  Benton,  Brown,  Dickerson, 
Eaton,  Findlay,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Mississippi,  Jack- 
son, Johnson  of  Kentucky,  H.  Johnson  of  Loaiaiana, 
J.  8.  Johnston  of  Louisiana,  Kelly,  Lloyd  of  Mary- 
land,  Lloyd   of   MftMachasetts,   Lowrie,   Mcllvaine, 
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Noble,  Ruggles,  Smith,  Talbot,  Ttylor  of  Indiana, 
Thoroad,  and  Williams — 24. 

Nat»— Mewrs.  Barbour,  Bell,  Branch,  Chandler, 
Clayton,  D'Wolf,  Edwards,  Elliott,  Gailiard.  Holmea 
of  Maine,  King  of  Alabama,  Knight,  Macon,  Mills, 
Palmer,  Seymour,  Taylor  of  Virginia,  and  Van 
Dyke— 18. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

DEL.AWARE  CANAL  COMPANY. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke,  from  the  select  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals  to  whom  was  referred  the  me- 
morial of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Del- 
aware Canal  Company,  requesting  the  aid  of  the 
Government  in  their  undertaking,  submitted  a  re- 
port on  that  subject ;  accompanied  by  a  bill  "au- 
thorizing the  subscription  to  the  stock  of  the  Del- 
aware Canal  Company."  The  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  a  second  reading  ;  and  the  report  was 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  report  is  as  follows  : 

The  Chesapeake  and   Delaware   Canal   Company 
was  duly  incorporated,  some  years  since,   by  acts  of 
the  Legislatures  of  Delaware  and  Maryland,  respect- 
ively.    The  capital  stock  is  divided  into  shares  of  two 
hundred   dollars.     The  maximum  cost  of  the   whole  | 
work  is  estimated  at  the  sum  of  one  million  three  hun-  i 
dred  and  fifty-four  thousand  three  hundred  and  sixty-  { 
four  dollars    and  sixty-four  cents,  and   the  amount  of  I 
funds  at  present  pledged  for  its  execution  may  be  as-  | 
aumed  at  seven  hundred  thousand  dollars.     The  pres-  i 
ent  condition  of  the  company,  and   the  route  of  the  ^ 
canal  lately  determined  upon  and  fixed  by  the  Board  ; 
of  Directors,  with  the  aid  of  engineers  of  distinguished  , 
reputation  and  skill,  are  set  forth  in  the  annexed  doc-  i 
ument.  signed  by  the  President  and  Secretary  of  the  ] 
said  Company,  dated  "  March  37,  1824,"  marked  A,  j 
and  the  report  of  the  engineers,  marked  B,  to  which  | 
the  committee  refer  as  part  of  this  report.    The  whole  [ 
length  of  the  canal  will  not  exceed  fourteen  nuleii.  ! 
The  Board  of  Directors  have  made  advantageous  con- 
tracts for  the  completion  of  the  eastern  half  of  the  ca-  ! 
nal,  and  the  contractors  have  begun  the  work.    L'nder 
these  circumstances,  the  memorialists  pray  such  aid 
as    Congress,   in   its   wisdom,  may   deem    proper  to 
grant. 

The  importance  and  utility  of  roads  and  canals,  to 
facilitate  and  increase  commercial  intercourse  among 
the  several  States  of  our  widely  extended  Republic, 
have  been  so  fully  and  ably  represented  in  several  re- 
ports, heretofore  made  to  Congress,  that  it  is  thought 
unnecessary  to  enlarge  further  upon  the  subject. 

The  committee  view  the  proposed  canal  as  a  work 
of  great  national  importance,  not  only  as  one  link  in 
the  chain  of  inland  navigation  along  our  seaboard, 
^hich  has  been  for  many  years  contemplated,  but  also 
as  it  will  furnish  to  the  Government,  in  time  of  war, 
great  advantages  in  a  more  ex{>editious  and  cheap 
conveyance  of  troops  and  munitions  of  war  across  the 
peninsula  between  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware 
bays,  the  want  of  which  was  severely  fell  during  our 
late  hostilities  with  Great  Britain.  Under  this  im- 
pression, the  committee  deem  the  said  canal  worthy  of 
the  attention  and  patronage  of  Congress.  The  com- 
pany being  incorporated  and  organized,  it  is  believed 
a  subscription,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  for  a 
certain  number  of  shares  of  the  capital  stock,  would 
eacoarage   and  insure  the  completion  of  the  work, 


without  infringing  any  principle  of  the  Conatitution, 
and  without  incurring  any  loan  to  the  Government. 
The  committee,  therefore,  report  a  bill  authorizing  the 
Secretary  ©f  the   'i'reasury  to  subscribe,  in   the  name 

and  for  the  use  of  the   United  Slati-s,  for shares 

of  the  capital  stock  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware 
Canal  Company. 

ALABAMA  CONSTITUTION. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama,  the  bill 
reported  by  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  "to 
repeal,  in  part,  an  act  to  authorize  the  Territory 
of  Alabama  to  form  a  constitution,  and  establish 
a  State  government,"  was   taken  up  for  consid- 
eration.    This  bill  proposes  to  repeal  that  part  of 
the  act  in  question,  which  respects  the  navigation 
of  the  waters  of  the  Slate  of  Alabama.    Mr.  Kino 
moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  striking  out  all  but 
the  enacting  clause,  and  substituting  another  bill, 
merely  giving  the  assent  of  Congress,  to  two  acta 
of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  re- 
specting tolls   to   be  exacted   on   certain  waters 
within  that  Slate,  upon  which  improvements  are 
intended.     He  remarked,  at  the  same  time,  that, 
as  objections  had  been  made  to  the  bill,  as  reported 
by  the  committee,  he  was  willing   to   waive  the 
subject  for  the  present,  but  he  wished  to  be  under- 
stood as  not  giving  up  the  ground,  that  the  State 
had  a  Constitutional  right  to  prescribe  rules  for 
the  navigation  of  her  own  waters;  and  he  should 
certainly  bring  the  subject  before  the  next  session 
of  Congress — but,  at  present,  he  only  hoped  that 
Congress  would  give  its  assent  to  the  two  laws  in 
question,  in  order  that  the  State  might  proceed 
in  certain  contemplated  improvements  in  her  nav- 
igable waters,  as  specified  in  those  acts.     Some 
discussion  took   place  between  Messrs.  King,  of 
Alabama,  Holmes,  of  Maine,  and  Talbot.    Mr. 
King    then    withdrew   his   amendment,  and  the 
question  occurred  on  the  original  bill. 

Mr.  JosiAH  S.  Johnston,  of  Loui.^iana,  stated 
the  general  provisions  by  which  the  navigation  of 
the  Western  waters  is  regulated. 

Mr.  Kelly  explained  the  facts  connected  with 

this  request,  on   the   part  of  Alabama,  that  she 

may  be  permitted   to  proceed   in   improving   the 

navigation  of  the  State.     He  stated  the  objects 

which   were  contemplated    by   these   acts  ot  the 

Legislature  of  that  State,  and  which  she  did  not 

j  wish  to  carry  into  efTect  while  a  single  doubt  re- 

I  maioed  of  her  Constitutional  right  to  do  so.     He 

I  renewed  the  amendment,  which  had  been  ofifered, 

,  and  withdrawn,  by  his  colleague. 

I      Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  then  moved  to  amend 

the  amendment,  by  inserting  a  provision,  that  this 

!  act  shall  not  be  understood  as  giving  to  the  State 

,  of  Alabama  any  right  not  belonging  to  any  of  the 

!  original  Stales  in  the  Union. 

Mr.  LowRiE  was  in  favor  of  passing  the  bill, 
offered  as  an  amendment  by  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama,  and  did  not  see  the  necessity  of  the  pro- 
viso submitted  by  the  gentleman  from  Maine. 

Mr.  Chandler  thought  the  amendment  ofTered 
by  the  genlleiuan  from  Alabama  involved  the 
whole  question  of  the  repeal  of  that  part  of  the 
act  for  the  admissioo  of  Alabama  into  the  Union, 
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which  imposes  the  restrictions  upon  her  naviga- 
ble waters. 

Mr.  Barton  was  not  willing  to  repeal  that 
part  of  the  act  in  question,  so  far  as  related  to  the 
natural  waters  of  that  Slate,  but  he  thought  the 
State  ought  to  have  the  power  to  regulate  the 
navigation  of  her  artificial  waters. 

Mr.  J,  S.  Johnston,  of  Louisiana,  made  some 
further  observations,  in  opposition  to  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  xVIr.  Holmes.  Mr.  H.  then 
withdrew  hi.^  amendment. 

Messrs.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  J.  S.  Johnston,  of 
Louisiana,  and  Macon,  made  a  few  brief  remarks. 
The  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Kelly  was 
then  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time. 


Monday,  April  26. 

Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  en- 
titled "An  act  granting  to  the  counties  or  par- 
ishes, of  each  State  and  Territory  of  the  United 
States,  in  which  the  public  lands  are  situated,  the 
right  of  pre-emption  to  quarter  .sections  of  land 
for  seats  of  justice  within  the  same,"  reported  it 
without  amendment. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Brown,  the  select  Com- 
raitlee  on  Roads  and  Canals  were  discharged 
from  the  consideration  of  the  petition  of  Lewis  A. 
Tarascon,  and  others. 

The  seven  bills  brought  up  on  Saturday  from 
the  House  of  Representatives,  for  concurrence, 
were  severally  read  twice,  by  unanimous  consent. 

On  motion,  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Mary  James,"  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  AfTairs. 

The  bill,  entitled  '•  An  act  to  alter  the  judicial 
districts  of  Pennsylvania,  and  for  other  purposes;" 
and  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the 
sale  of  lands  conveyed  to  the  United  States,  in 
certain  case.s,  and  for  other  purposes,"  were  sev- 
erally referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Alvin  Bronson,"  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Isaac  CoUyer,  and  others;  "  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
aci  to  authorize  masters  of  vessels,  in  certain 
cases,  to  clear  out  either  at  the  custom-house  of 
Petersbufg  or  that  of  Richmond;  "  and  the  bill, 
entitled  "  An  act  to  allow  the  bounty  to  vessels 
employed  in  the  cod  fisheries  in  certain  cases;" 
were  severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  subscription  of  stock 
in  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Com- 
pany was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion 
of  the  24th  instant,  instructing  the  Committee  of 
Claims  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  allowing 
the  claim  of  Colonel  John  Smilh,  and  agreed 
thereto. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  thtt  the  House  have  passed 


bills  of  the  following  titles,  viz:  "An  act  releas- 
ing the  owners  of  the  ship  General  Jack.son  from 
the  payment  of  certain   duties;"  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Arthur  H.  Henly  ;"  "An   act  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  corporation  of  the  church  of  St.  Anne, 
and  to  authorize  the  extension  of  Larned  street,  in 
the  town  of  Detroit ;"  "An   act  authorizing  the 
issuing  certain  debentures   to  Barnard  Thooft;" 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  N.  Earle;" 
"An   act  for  the  relief  of  William  Blagrove ;" 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Wheaton ;"  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  John   Thomas  &  Co.;"  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  assignees  and  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  John  H.  Piatt ;"  "An  act  f^r  the  re- 
lief of  David  Giffin   and  Samuel  Hoag ;"  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of  Joseph 
Mims,  deceased  ;"  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  George 
B.  R.  Gove  ;"  in  which  bills  they  request  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senate. 

The  twelve  bills  last  brought  up  for  concurrence 
were  severally  read  twice,  by  unanimous  consent. 

On  motion,  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Arthur  H.  Henlv  ;"  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  William  N.  Earle  ;"  the  bill 
entitled  "An  act  for  iherelief  of  David  Giffin  and 
Samuel  Hoag ;"  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  the  representatives  of  Joseph  Mims,  de- 
ceased, the  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
John  Thomas  dc  Co.;"  and  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Joseph  Wheaton  ;  were  severally  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  issu- 
ing of  certain  debentures  to  Bernard  Thooft ;" 
the  bill  entitled  "An  act  releasing  the  owners  of 
the  ship  General  Jackson  from  the  payment  of 
certain  duties;"  and  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  George  B.  R.  Gove,"  were  severally 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
corporation  of  the  church  of  St.  Anne,  and  to 
authorize  the  extension  of  Larned  street,  in  the 
town  of  Detroit ;"  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  William  Blagrove;"  and  the  bill  en- 
titled "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  assignees  and 
legal  representatives  of  John  H.  Piatt,"  were  sev- 
erally referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  bill  "  to  repeal,  in  part,  an  act  to  authorize 
the  Territory  of  Alabama  to  form  a  constitution 
and  establish  a  State  government,"  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Law- 
man, the  title  was  altered,  in  order  to  render  it 
more  conformable  to  the  bill,  as  amended.  It  is 
now  entitled  "An  act  to  grant  the  assent  of  Con- 
gress to  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
Alabama." 

JUDICIARY  SYSTEM. 
The  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, "further  to  amend  the  judiciary  system 
of  the  United  States,  and  to  provide  for  the  hold- 
ing of  the  Circuit  Court.s,''  together  with  the 
amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Ken- 
tucky, was  taken  up  for  consideration,  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Oaillard  in  the  Chair. 
This  bill  i^ovides  that  two  ses.sions  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  shall  be  held  at  Wa.'jhington,  annu- 
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ally that  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  shall 

be  relieved  from  the  duty  of  holding  the  Circuit 
Courts — that  the  United  Slates  shall  be  divided 
into  ten  districts,  in  each  of  which,  courts  shall 
be  holden  by  District  Judges,  with  the  same  pow- 
ers and  duties  as  are  now  exercised  and  performed 
by  the  Circuit  Courts. 

Mr.  Johnson's  amendment  is  an  entire  new 
bill,  and  provides  that  there  shall  be  three  addi- 
tional Circuit  Courts;  that  the  Supreme  Court 
shall  consist  of  a  Chief  Justice  and  nine  Associate 
Justices ;  and  that  the  concurrent  opinion  of  seven 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  (each  Judge  to  de- 
liver his  opinion  separately.)  shall  be  required  to 
invalidate  any  law  of  any  of  the  Stales.  The 
amendment  was  somewhat  modified  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Talbot. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  stated  the  objects 
of  his  amendment.  His  plan  was  to  exiend  the 
circuit  system  to  all  the  Western  States,  upon  the 
same  principles  that  it  rests  upon  in  the  other 
Slates.  He  spoke  against  the  bill  reported  by  the 
committee,  as  doing  away  the  intimate  and  highly 
important  connexion  between  the  Supreme  Court 
and  the  several  District  Courts. 

Mr.  Van  Bcren  opposed  the  amendment,  and 
staled  ihe  views  of  the  committee  in  reporting  the 
bill.     He   explained   the   difference    between   the 
present  system  and  thai  proposed  by  the  bill;  and 
adverted  to  the  absolute  necessity,  ere  long,  of 
some  change  in  the  judiciary  system.     He  reca-  j 
pitulated  the  number  of  causes  which  had  come 
before  the  Supreme  Court,  and  been  put  ofl  for 
want  of  time ;  and  remarked  that  the  proper  ad-  ' 
ministration    of  justice   called    loudly   for   some  , 
change.     He  also  explained  the  propriety  of  some  . 
amendment,  in  regard  to  the  Circuit  Courts.  i 

Mr.  Talbot  addressed  the  Senate  on  the  sub-  | 
ject.     He  spoke  of  the  great  importance  of  the  ' 
organization  of  the  Judiciary.     He  advocated  an  i 
increase  of  the  number  of  Judges  of  the  Supreme  | 
Court,  as  necessary  to  a  fair  and  well-defined  ad-  I 
ministration  of  justice.     He  b<;lieved  there  would  ! 
be  ample  lime  for  the  decision  of  every  cause  be-  , 
fore  the  Supreme  Court,  with  some  alteration  of  I 
the  terms  of  the  Circuit  Courts.     He  alluded  to  I 
the  great  vexation  and  distress  which  had  been 
experienced   under  the  present  system.     Mr.  T. 
spoke  of  evils  which  he  apprehended  would  grow 
out  of  a  separation  of  the  Supreme  and  Circuit 
Courts,  as  leading  to  a  too  near  connexion  of  the 
Judges   of  the    Supreme   Court   with  the   other 
branches  of  the  Government,  and  taking  away 
their  chief  means  of  becoming  acquainted  with  the 
▼arious  local  laws  and  usages,  and  the  judicial 
decisions,  of  the  several  Slates.     He  thought  the 
present  r>umber  of  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court 
to  be  too  small  for  the  proper  administration  of 
justice  over  such  an  extensive  country,  with  so 
many  various  and  conflicting  interests.     Mr.  T. 
believed  the  amendment,  proposed  by  his  honora- 
ble colleague,  much  preferable  to  the  bill  reported 
by  the  committee.    He  thought  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Circuit  Court  ought  not  to  be  given  to  the  dis- 
trict judges.     The  salaries  that  had  been  given  to 
them  had  not  always  brought  men  of  the  first 


legal  talents  into  the  office  of  district  judge  ;  and 
he  feared  that,  in  many  instances,  they  would  not 
be  competent  to  the  performance  of  the  duties. 
The  system  proposed  by  the  bill  was  unjust  and 
unequal  in  respect  to  the  Western  Slates,  and 
would  not  be  submitted  to.  It  was  a  great  meas- 
ure, making  a  radical  change  in  the  judiciary 
system  ;  and  it  could  not  be  expected  that  it  would 
be  adopted  at  the  present  session.  It  did  not  meet 
the  wishes  of  the  Western  States;  it  did  not  ex- 
tend to  them  equal  advantages  in  the  circuit 
court  system,  and  it  was  altogether  inadequate  to 
remedy  the  evils  now  experienced.  Mr.  T.  Loped 
that  Congress  would,  at  its  present  session,  do 
something  to  relieve  the  people  in  his  part  of  the 
country  from  the  evils  they  were  suffering  in  this 
respect. 

Mr.  H.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  submitted  a  few 
remarks  on  the  subject ;  be  was  favorable  to  the 
plan  sucgested  by  the  amendment  proposed  by  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky — he  thought  the  busi- 
ness of  the  Supreme  Court  might  he  transacted 
by  changing  the  terms  of  the  Circuit  Courts.  He 
replied  to  the  objections  which  bad  been  advanced 
against  the  proposed  amendment.  Mr.  J.  said  be 
could  never  consent  to  the  system  reported  by  the 
Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  Brown  opposed  the  bill  reported  by  the 
committee,  and  was  in  favor  of  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Van  Buren  wished  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  to  separate  the  last  section  of  his  amend- 
ment, which  respects  the  opinions  of  the  court  on 
questions  involving  the  laws  of  the  States — as 
that  was  a  question  distin<>t  from  the  rest  of  his 
proposition. 

Mr.  Johnson  assented  to  the  course  suggested 
by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  and  accord- 
inglv  withdrew  the  last  section  of  his  amendment. 

Mr.  Hayne  was  opposed  to  the  principle  con- 
tained in  the  bill  reported  by  the  committee,  which 
confines  the  Supreme  Court  to  appellate  jurisdic- 
tion— he  thought  the  judges  ought  to  perform 
circuit  duties — that  they  ought  not  to  be  discon- 
nected from  the  people;  he  was  prepared  for  an 
increase  of  the  number  of  judges,  provided  the 
business  of  the  country  required  it.  He  said  that 
the  number  of  judges  who  exercised  appellate 
jurisdiction  in  Soutn  Carolina  was  twelve;  five 
in  equity,  and  seven  in  law,  each  of  whom  per- 
formed circuit  duties  ;  and  he  thought  there  could 
be  no  great  danger  to  the  country  from  an  in- 
creased number  of  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Van  Buren  replied  to  the  arguments  ad- 
vanced in  favor  of  the  amendment,  and  Messr?. 
Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  and  Talbot,  made  a  few 
further  remarks. 

Mr.  Barbour  moved  the  postponement  of  the 
subject  till  to-morrow.  He  thought  the  import 
ance  of  the  subject  demanded  the  most  mature 
consideration,  as  it  would  be  much  more  easy  to 
adopt  than  to  get  rid  of  any  new  judiciary  system 
which  might  be  adopted. 

Messrs.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  and  Talbot, 
opposed,  and  Messrs.  Lanman  and  Taylor,  oi 
Virginia,  spoke  in  faror  of  postponement. 
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Mr.  H.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  submitted  a 
new  bill,  as  a  substitute  for  the  one  now  before 
the  Senate.  It  provides  for  the  etsablishment  of 
a  regular  and  uniform  grcuit  court  system,  en- 
tirely distinct  from  the  Supreme  Court.  Mr.  J. 
stated  that  he  was  in  favor  of  the  amendment 
offered  by  the  honorable  member  from  Kentucky, 
and  he  only  offered  this  proposition  to  the  consid- 
eration of  the  Senate  in  case  that  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky  should  be  rejected. 

Mr.  Barbour  varied  his  motion,  and  the  bill 
and  amendments  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


Tuesday,  April  27. 
Mr.  S.MITH.  from  the  Committee  on  Finance 
to  whom  were  referred  the  bill  entitled  '-An  act 
for  the  relief  of  George  B.  R.  Gove,"  the  bill  en- 
titled "An  act  releasing  the  owners  of  the  ship 
General  Jackson  from  the  payment  of  certain 
duties ;"  and  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  authorizing 
the  issuing  of  certain  debentures  to  Bernard 
Thooft,"  reported  them  severally  without  amend- 
ment. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  showing  how  far  the  act  for 
the  relief  of  Nimrod  Farrow,  Richard  Harris, 
and  their  securities,  has  been  executed  ;  made  in 
obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the 
twenty-third  instant.  The  report  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Benton,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  laid  on  the  table  sundry  documents,  on 
the  subject  of  acts  of  hostility  from  the  Indians 
on  the  Mississippi  towards  American  traders  ;  and, 
on  motion,  they  wtre  ordered  to  be  printed,  for  the 
use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  DicKERsoN,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  laid  on  the  table  state- 
ments from  the  Treasury,  exhibiting  the  value  of 
imported  merchandise,  praying  a  specific  duty, 
and  an  ad  valorem  duty;  and,  on  motion,  they' 
were  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  Benton  gave  notice  that  he  would,  to- 
morrow, ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  sell  and 
dispose  of  ihe  refuse  lands  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Van   Buren,  from   the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  whom  was   referred   the  petition  of 
Anna  Dubord,  wife  of  Joseph  Antonio  de  Reano 
reported  a  bill   to  j>ermit  Anna   Dubord  to  bring 
certain  slaves  into  the  Stale  of  Louisiana  ;  which  • 
was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill,  en-  : 
titled  "An  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  for  ira-  ' 
posing  duties  on  imports  ;'  and,  on  motion,  it  was 
postponed  till  to-morrow. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Jackson,  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Mary  James;" 
were  discharged  from  ihe  consideration  thereof; 
and  It  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 
A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  following  bills,  viz:  A  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  authorize  the  President  lo  exchange  five  arpents 
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of  land  on  the  south  side  of  the  public  lot  at  Baton 
Rouge,  for  an  equal  quantity  of  land  on  the  north 
side  of  said  lot;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Robert  S.  Fcreman  ;"  and  a  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  T.  Nimmo;" 
in  which  bills  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  said  three  bills  were  severally  read  twice, 
by  unanimous  consent,  and  the  first  mentioned  bill 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs; 
the  second  mentioned  bill  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands;  and  the  last  men- 
tioned bill 
Claims. 


was  referred   to   the   Committee   of 


NAVy  APPROPRIATIONS. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  man- 
!  agers  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  at  the  conference 
I  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senate,  disagreed  to  by 
the  House  of  Representatives,  to  the  bill  entitled 
I  "An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
I  the  Navy  of  the  United  Stales,  for  the  year  1824," 
j  reported  : 

I  That,  having  met  the  manager*  on  the  part  of  the 
!  House  of  Ktpreeentativea,  ihey  have  agreed  to  re- 
j  commeDcl — 

That  the  Senate  recede  from  their  amendment  to 
j  strike  out  the  specifications  for  conimgenl  eipeDses^ 
!  and  that  the  bill  be  amended  as  follow*  : 

Insert,  alter  the  words  "  contingent  expenses,"  in 
the  20th  line,  "  accruing  in  the  present  year." 

Line  42.  .\fter  the  word  "service,"  insert  "for  per 
diem  allowance  to  officers  engaged  in  extra  service, 
beyond  the  limit  of  their  gtaiiona  ;  for  the  purchase 
snd  repairs  of  steam  and  fire  engines,  and  machinery  ; 
for  expenses  of  burying  deceased  persons  belonging 
i  to  the  navy  ;  for  taxes  on  navy  yards  and  public  prop- 
erty ;  and  for  accidents  to  the  public  vessels." 

Line  43.  After  ••  whatever,"  strike  out  "  one  hun- 
dred and  eigtity  thousand  dollars,"  and  insert  "  one 
hundred  and  ninety-five  thousand  dollars." 

-\nd  also  insert,  "  for  contingent  expenses  for  ob- 
jects arising  in  the  current  year,  and  not  hereinbefore 
enumerated,  five  thousand  dollars." 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report, 
and  concurred  therein,  and  the  bill  was  amended 
accordingly. 

'  FORTIFICATION  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  the  bill  from  the  other 
House,  "  making  appropriations  for  the  fortifica- 
tions of  the  United  Slates,  for  the  year  1824," 
was  taken  up  for  consideration,  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  S.MITH  stated,  that  the  bill  was  in  accord- 
ance with  the  estimates  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment, of  the  amount  required  for  the  fortifications 
during  the  next  year ;  and  he  proceeded  to  show 
the  grounds  upon  which  those  estimates  were 
predicated. 

Mr.  RuGGLEs  said,  he  observed  an  appropriation 
in  this  bill  for  two  new  forts.  He  requested  in- 
formation in  regard  to  the  expense  of  the  comple- 
tion of  these  forts.  He  was  not  opposed  to  this 
appropriation,  but  wished  lo  know  the  probable 
cost  of  the  forts. 


n 


579 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


580 


681 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


582 


ti 


r 


Senate. 


Proceedingt. 


April,  1824. 


Mr.  Smith  explained,  and  gave  the  iaforraalion 
required. 

Mr.  Chandler  thought  the  Government  had 
enough  to  do  to  complete  the  fortifications  which 
had  already  been  commenced.  He,  therefore, 
moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  i^triking  out  so  much 
of  it  as  provides  for  the  commencement  of  the 
two  new  forts. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  spoke  of  the  general 
inaccuracy  of  estimates  for  fortifications;  he 
thought  the  forts  already  constructed  in  Narra- 
ffansett  bay,  were  sufficient  for  protection  ;  they  , 
had  been  found  to  be  so  during  the  late  war,  and 
he  believed  the  Government  ought  not  to  com- 
mence such  a  great  undertaking  at  present,  as  the 
construction  of  the  focrbn  that  bay. 

The  question  was  divided,  and  put  firit  on 
striking  out  the  appropriation  for  a  new  fortifica- 
tion at  New  York. 

Mr.  J.  S.  Johnston,  of  Louisiana,  was  opposed 
to  striking  out  this  appropriation  ;  he  adverted  to 
the  policy  of  this  Government,  in  regard  to  the 
defence  of  the  country;  he  thought  it  of  the  first 
importance  that  New  York  should  be  protected, 
as  being  a  very  rich  and  valuable  part  of  the 
country,  and  the  first  object  of  attack  from  a 
politic  enemy  ;  he  was  opposed  to  any  interference 
with  the  plans  proposed  by  the  War  Department, 
in  regard  to  the  fortifications  ;  and  hoped  the  ap- 
propriation would  not  be  stricken  out. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  said  the  contemplated 
work  was  no  new  or.e  ;  it  was  for  the  protection 
of  the  Narrows,  at  New  York.  If  this  fort  was 
not  built,  the  work  already  established  would  be 
of  very  little  or  no  importance.  He  said  this  was 
the  only  work  that  could  be  constructed  for  the 
defence  of  New  York,  and  the  city  would  be 
without  proper  defence  if  it  was  not  dojje.  Mr. 
K.  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question. 

Mr.  RoGGLEssaid  he  should  never  object  to  the 
construction  of  any  fortification  which  was  re- 
quired for  the  defence  of  the  citizens  or  the  com- 
merce of  the  Atlantic  States.  He  believed  this 
fort,  from  the  information  he  had  obtained,  was 
necessary.  He-spoke  of  the  generous  and  liberal 
feelings  which  had  been  manifested  by  the  gentle- 
roan  from  New  York,  in  relation  to  the  purchasers 
of  public  lands,  and  in  other  instances,  and  he 
thought  the  like  liberality  ought  to  be  extended  to 
him.  Mr.  R.  only  doubted  whether  the  present 
was  the  best  time  to  commence  this  work.  He 
wished  for  some  further  information. 

Mr.  Chandler  thought  the  present  fortifica- 
tions, with  the  force  which  could  always  be  com- 
manded at  New  York,  was  sufficient  for  the 
defence  of  the  city,  and  he  was  not  willing  to  vote 
any  further  appropriation  for  its  defence. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  replied  to  the  remarks 
of  the  gentleman  from  Maine. 

Mr.  S.MiTH  made  a  few  remarks  in  favor  of  the 
appropriation. 

Mr.  LowRiE  thought  there  could  be  but  one 
opinion  on  this  subject,  if  it  were  properly  under- 
stood. He  conceived  this  fortification  to  be  highly 
necessary  to  the  defence  of  New  York.  He  only 
doubted  as  to  the  extent  to  which  it  ought  to  be 


carried.  He  rather  thought  the  plan  for  this  fort 
was  too  extensive. 

Mr.  Smith  gave  some  explanation,  m  answer 
to  Mr.  LowRiE. 

Mr.  Macon  wished  to  know  the  cost  of  this 
fortification,  the  number  of  men  that  would  be 
required  for  it,  &c.  He  did  not  wish  to  build  a 
house  without  knowing  the  cost  of  it.  He  was 
aware  of  the  importance  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
but  there  were  other  places  that  required  protec- 


tion, al>o,  in  time  of  war. 

The  question  was  then  put,  on  striking  out  the 
appropriation  for  the  fortification  at  New  York, 
and  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  4,  nays  34,  aji 
follows: 

Ykas — Messrs.  Branch,  Chandler.  Holme*  of  Maine, 
and  Macon. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barbour,  Barton,  Bell,  Benton, 
Brown,  (yla;lon.  D'Woir,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Elliott, 
Fiodlay,  Gaillard,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Missiesippi,  Jack- 
m>n,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  H.  Johnson,  J.  8.  John- 
ston, King  of  New  York,  Knight,  Lanman,  Llojd  of 
Maryland,  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  Lowrie,  Mcllvaine, 
Mills,  Parrolt,  Rugglcs,  Seymour,  Smith,  Talbot, 
Thomas,  Van  Buren,  and  Van  Dyke. 

The  question  wa^  then  on  striking  out  the  ap- 
propriation for  the  fortification  on  Narragansett 
bay. 

j  Mr.  S.MITH  spoke  against  striking  out.  Theim- 
poriaiice  of  this  point,  as  a  place  of  resort  for  our 
Navy,  was  exceeded  by  none  in  the  Union.  He 
was  .-urprised  that  it  had  not  received  the  atten- 
tion o!  the  Government  befort>, 

I      Mr.  Knight  read  the  report  from  the  Engineer 

,  depariment,  showing  the  importance  of  fortifying 
\\w>  bay.  He  replied  to  the  observations  oi  the 
gentleman  from  Maine.  (Mr.  Holmes.)  and  went 
on  to  show  the  utce>sity  of  this  fortification. 

I  Mr.  D'WoLK  rose  in  opposition  to  the  motion 
before  the  Senate ;  he  said  he  was  intimately  ac- 
(]uainted  with  the  waters  of  Narragansett  bay,  and 
he  knew  of  uo  point  in  the  country  where  iortifi- 

.  cations  would  be  more  advantageous  to  the  nation, 
as  furnishing  a  means  of  protection  to  the  people, 
and  a  place  of  safety  to  our  commerce  in  time  of 
war.  Mr.  D'W.  explained  the  position  on  which 
it  was  contemplated  to  erect  this  fort,  and  the  ad- 

,  vantages  that  would  result  from  its  erection,  as 
one  ot  the  mo>t  eligible  maritime  situations  in  the 
country,  and  as  more  susceptible  of  defence  than 

:  almost  any  other. 

i      Mr.  Chandler  withdrew  his  motion  to  strike 

I  out  this  appropriation. 

j  The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  with- 
out ameudment,  and  passed,  to  be  read  a  third 

!  time. 

j  On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  and  by  general  con- 
sent, the  bill  bad  its  third  reading,  and  was  passed. 


H 


WEDNEdDAY,  April  28. 

Mr.  Ruggles,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Wheaton,"  reported  it 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  Barton,  from  the  Committee  on   Public 
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Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Robert  S.  Foreman,"  re- 
ported it  without  amendment. 

He  also  reported  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
changing  the  mode  of  surveying  the  public  lands 
on  any  river,  lake,  bayou,  or  water  course  in  the 
State  of  Mississippi  or  Territory  of  Arkansas," 
with  an  amendment. 

Mr.  Noble,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
reported  the  bill  from  the  other  House,  "for  the 
relief  of  Mary  James,'-  without  amendment.  Mr. 
K.  stated  that  the  committee  had  instructed  him 
to  luove  the  indefinite  |K)st[)onement  of  the  bill, 
when  it  came  up  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Bell,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  David  Giffin  and  Samuel  Hoag,"  re- 
ported the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  DicKERHON,  from  the  Comtnittee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  masters  of 
vessels,  in  certain  cases,  to  clear  out,  either  at  the 
custom-house  of  I'etersburg,  or  that  of  Richmond," 
reported  the  same,  with  an  amendment. 

The  following  written  Message  was  yesterday 
received  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States : 

To  the  Stnate  of  the  United  States  .• 

In  conformity  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  of 
the  19th  instant,  requesting  information  whether  the 
Executive,  through  the  agency  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment, borrowed  any  money  during  the  late  war,  under 
the  condition  of  applying  the  same  to  the  defence  of 
the  State  wherein  the  said  loans  were  made,  tn  what 
amount,  and  whether  interest  was  paid  by  the  United 
States  for  such  loans,  6cc.;  I  herewith  transmit  a  re- 
port from  the  Secretary  of  War,  containing  all  the 
information  in  that  Department  in  relation  to  the 
reiiulution. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

AmiL  27,  1824. 

The  Message  and  accompanying  documents 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use 
of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  to  permit  Anna  Dubord  to  bring  cer- 
tain slaves  into  the  State  of  Louisiana,  was  read 
the  second  time. 

Mr.  Llovd,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  District  of  Columbia,  lo  whom  was  refer- 
red the  petition  of  JoKn  Vanderlyn,  reported  a  bill 
to  authorize  the  painting  of  the  battle  of  New  Or- 
leans by  John  Vanderlyn;  which  was  read,  and 
passed  to  a  second  reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Llovd,  of  Massachusetts,  the 
Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  the  bill  in  addition  to  an  act  estab- 
lishing navy  hospitals;  and,  on  motion,  it  was 
postponed  to  Saturday  next. 

Mr.  H.  Johnson  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  Postmaster  General  be  directed 
to  report  to  the  Senate,  at  their  next  session,  the  near- 
est practicable  post  route  from  New  Orleans  to  VVaah> 
ington  City. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  the 
Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 


the  bill  further  to  amend  the  judicial  system  of  the 
United  Slates,  and  provide  for  the  holding  of  cir- 
cuit courts;  and,  on  motion,  it  was  postponed  to 
Saturday  next. 

Mr.  Seymour  presented  the  petition  of  Pliny 
Moore,  and  others,  owners  and  occupants  of  mills 
on  the  frontier  of  the  State  of  New  York,  border- 
ing on  the  Canada  line,  praying  that  persons  re- 
siding on  the  Canada  side  may  be  exempted  from 
the  payment  of  the  duty  imposed  on  certain  arti- 
cles, when  transported  to  said  mills  to  be  manu- 
factured. The  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  McIlvaine,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of  Joseph 
Mims,  deceased,"  and  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Arthur  N.  Henly,"  reported  them, 
severally,  without  amendment. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
bills  of  the  following  titles,  viz  :  "  An  act  for  the 
relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  John  Louder- 
man  ;"  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Marechal;" 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Smith,  of  Alex- 
andria ;"  "  An  act  for  therelief  of  Stephen  Brace;" 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Charles  Bradford  ;"  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Thomas  Williams;"  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Nathaniel  Jones ;"  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ben- 
jamin Desobry  ;"  "  An  act  for  the  rdief  of  Jonas 
Duncan  ;"  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Wil- 
mot ;"  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Malachi  Burns  ;" 
"  An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Holliday  ;"  "  An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Elliott  Rucker ;"  "  An  act  for 
the  relief  of  William  Hall,  an  invalid  soldier  of 
the  Revolutionary  Army  ;"  "  An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Joshua  Bennett;"  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Lemuel  Arms;"  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Mareen 
Duval ;"  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Rist ;" 
"  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  representative  of 
Elijah  Brush  ;"  "  An  act  to  provide  for  repaying 
to  Bazaleel  Wells  a  certain  sum  of  money  by  him 
erroneously  paid  into  the  Treasury  ;"  and  "  An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Humphrey ;"  in  which 
bills  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

REFUSE  LANDS. 

In  pursuance  of  notice  given  yesterday,  Mr. 
Benton  asked  leave  to  introduce  the  following 
bill : 

A  bill  to  sell  and  dispose  of  the  refuse  lands  belonging 
to  the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted,  Arc,  That  the  lands  belonging  to  the 
United  States,  which  have  been  heretofore,  or  shall  be 
hereafter  offered  at  public  sale,  and  shall  remain  five 
years  thereafter  without  being  sold  at  the  minimum 
price  of  one  dollar  twenty-five  cents  per  acre,  shall  be 
again  offered  at  public  sale,  but  shall  not  be  sold  for  a 
less  sum  than  fifty  cents  per  acre. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  any  head  of 
a  family,  or  young  man  above  twenty-one  years  of 
age,  or  widow,  being  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
may  demand  and  receive  from  the  register  and  re- 
ceiver of  the  proper  land  office  a  written  permission  to 
take  posaession  uf,  and  settle  upon,  any  half  quarter 
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section  of  land  which  shall  remain  unsold,  after  hav- 
ing  being  offered  for  sale  at  the  minimum  price  of  fifty 
cents  per  acre,  and  upon  inhabiting  and  cultivating 
the  same  for  three  successive  years,  shall  be  entitled 
to  receive  a  patent  therefor,  as  a  donation  from  the 
United  States. 

Sic.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  lands 
which  shall  remain  unsold,  after  having  been  offered 
for  sale  at  the  minimum  price  of  fifty  cents  per  acre, 
may  be  sold  at  private  sale  for  that  sum,  at  any  time 
before  permission  shall  have  been  granted  to  settle  on 
the  same. 

In  asking  leave  to  introduce  this  bill,  Mr.  Ben- 
ton said,  this  was  not  the  time  to  discuss  it — pro- 
bably the  time  would  not  come  during  the  present 
session.  In  that  event,  what  was  done  now  would 
operate  as  a  notice  for  the  next  session ;  would 
turn  the  minds  of  the  Senators  to  the  changes  con- 
templated, and  would  prevent  the  necessity  of  de- 


Hope,  or  beyond  Cape  Horn,  before  the  first  of  No- 
vember next  ensuing." 

Mr.  D1CKER8ON  and  Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachu- 
setts, explained  the  object  of  the  amendment,  and 
It  was  agreed  to. 

The  other  amendments  proposed  by  the  com- 
mittee are.  to  change  the  duty  on  "  quills,"  from 
"  one  dollar  per  thousand,"  and  insert  "  twenty- 
five  per  centum,  ad  valorem  ;"  to  chanee  the  duty 
on  "  slates  and  tiles,  for  building,"  from  half  a 
cent  each  "  to  twenty-five  per  centum,  ad  valo- 
rem ;"  to  strike  out  the  contemplated  duties  on 
filberts,  pine  apples,  oranges,  lemons,  and  limes; 
to  impose  "on  all  window  glass  imported  in 
plates,  uncut,"  the  highest  rate  of  duties  imposed 
by  this  act,  on  any  imported  wmdow  glass;  to 
insert  the  following  exception — "  except  patent 
adhesive  felt  for  covering  of  ships'  bottoms,  which 


^  .  i  shall  be  admitted,  free  of  duty,   until  June  30, 

lay.     He  believed  that  a  change  in  the  manner  of  I  1326. ' 
selling  public  lands  was  called  for,  both  by  the!      These  amendments  were  severally  explained  by 
voice  of  the  people  and  the  interest  of  the  Govern-  ^jpssrs.  Dickerson    and    Lloyd,  of  Massachu- 
ment.     By  the  present  rule,  said  Mr.  B.,  the  good    ^etts;  and  were  all  agreed  to  by  the  Committee  of 
and  the  bad  land  are  held  at  the  same  price.    The  I  ^'^^  Whole. 


best  can  be  got  for  SI  25  per  acre — the  worst  can- 


Mr.  Mills  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
striking  out  the  following  clause:  "On  iron,  in 
bars.or  bolts,  not  manufactured,   in  whole  or  in 


not  be  had  for  less.      The  minimum  of  SI  25  per 

acre  for  all  sorts  of  land  was  arbitrary  and  unjust. 

It  was  unjust  to  the  people,  because  it  prevented  j  pg^t,  by  rolling,  ninety  cents  per  hundred  and 

them  from  getting  the  interior  land  at  a  fair  price;  i  twelve  pounds  weight." 

unjust  to  the  States,  because  it  checked  their  pop  - 


ulatioD,  and  deprived  them  of  their  right  of  taxa- 
tion ;  unjust  to  the  nation,  because  it  prevented  the 
public  Treasury  from  receiving  the  money  which 
such  land  was  worth,  and  for  ^hich  it  would  sell. 
The  continuance  of  the  rule  would  give  to  the 
United  States  the  fabled  position  of  the  dog  and 
the  manger.  The  rule  should  be  changed.  The 
United  States  is  a  great  land  seller,  and  she  should 
follow  the  practice  of  all  other  sellers;  she  should 
apportion  her  price  to  the  quality  of  her  land. 
When  a  quarter  sectioh  has  been  offered  for  years 


Mr.  Si  ILLS  supported  his  amendment  at  con- 
siderable length,  by  showing  the  great  importance 
of  this  article  to  all  classes  of  the  community, 
from  the  humblest  laborer  up  to  the  planter  and 
the  merchant,  to  the  commerce  and  navigation, 
and  to  the  manufacturer,  as  well  as  others,  and 
commented  upon  the  impolicy  of  imposing  a 
higher  duty  upon  an  article  of  such  absolute  ne- 
cessity to  the  country,  and  to  produce  which,  in 
such  quantities  as  to  meet  the  consumption  of  the 
country,  it  was,  as  he  thought,  utterly  incompetent. 

Mr.  UicKERsoN  said,  that  he  was  not  sorry  that 


at  SI  25  per  acre,  and  nobody  will  give  that  sura,  1  ihe  enemies  of  the  tariffJiad  selected  iron  as  the  first 


it  is  prool  that  it  is  not  wo^th  it,  and  justice  to  the 
people,  the  States,  and  the  Treasury,  requires  that 
It  should  be  offered  ajain  at  a  less  price.  The  bill 
introduced  assumes  fifty  cents  per  acre,  as  the  sec- 
ond minimum  at  which  such  lands  should  be  of- 
fered ;  and  it  proposes  to  give  away,  without  price, 
to  such  poor  persons  as  may  be  willing  to  take 
and  cultivate  them,  the, refuse  lands  which  will 
not  sell  for  that  sum. 

The  leave  was  given  to  introduce  the  bill,  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

THE  TARIFF. 
The   Senate   then    proceeded    to   consider,    in 


article  of  attack,  because,  if  there  is  any  part  of 
the  bill  that  will  stand  the  test,  it  is  this — and  be- 
cause the  fate  of  the  bill  depends  very  much  upon 
our  success  or  failure  in  this  particular. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Mills) 
ha^  inlormed  us  that  we  ought  not  to  lay  heavy 
duties  upon  an  article  of  indispensable  necessity  to 
us  for  our  defence  in  war — an  article  of  general 
use  at  all  times,  and  without  which  we  cannot 
even  procure  our  food.  But  these  are  precisely 
the  wasons  in  favor  of  protecting  the  manufacture 
of  iron,  of  securing  it  to  ourselves.  Shall  we  un- 
necessarily depend  upon  foreign  nations,  three  or 
four  thousand  miles  distant  from  us,  for  articles 

Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  bill  from  the  House    absolutely  necessary  for  our  defence  or  our  exist- 

of  Representatives,  to  amend  the  several  acts  for    ence  ? 


imposing  duties  on  imports,  together  with  the 
amendments  proposed  thereto  by  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  and  Manufactures  of  the  Senate. 

The  first  question  was  upon  agreeing  to  the  in- 
sertion of  the  following  proviso  : 

"  Provided,  alto.  That  the  provisions  of  this  act 
shall  not  apply  to,  or  be  enforcpJ  against,  importations 
of  goods  from  ports  or  places  eastward  of  Cape  Good 


We  have  the  means  of  making  as  much  iron 
as  we  want  for  our  own  consumption,  and  as 
much  more  for  exportation. 

Our  mountains  are  filled  with  rich  veins  of 
magnetic  iron  ore.  The  streams  suitable  for  iroa 
works  are  abundant — the  mountains  are  covered 
with  wood,  large  portions  of  which  are  unfit  for 
cultivation. 


f 
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Our  immense  tracts  of  alluvial  soil,  also,  abound  '  dollars  per  ton — giving  them  a  real  profit  perhaps 
^vith  iron  ore,  and  wood — the  advantages  of  of  about  three  dollars  per  ton. 
which  Will  be  lost  to  the  country  if  the  manufac-  I  In  the  session  of  1817-'18,  to  save  our  forges 
<ure  of  iron  is  not  protected.  There  is  no  mineral  i  and  furnaces  from  immediate  destruction,  the 
«o  universally  distributed  over  this  country  as  iron  ;  ;  House  of  Representatives  passed  a  bill  for  raising 
and  It  is  believed  that  there  is  not  a  Slate  in  the  '  the  duty  on  bar  iron  to  twenty  dollars  per  ton. 
Union,  in  which  this  article  could  not  be  found,  In  the  Senate,  it  was  reduced  to  fifteen  dollars 
in  sufficient  quantities  for  the  consumption  of  the  per  ton,  its  present  rate.  This  was  an  advance 
State.  of  six  dollars  per  ton.     It  was  then  said  that  this 

The  manufacture  of  iron  in  all  its  details,  re-  '  duty  would  add  six  dollars  i^r  ton,  on  iron,  to  the 
<juires  a  great  number  of  laborers.  If  protected  ,  consumer;  and  that  it  would  so  far  prevent  the 
in  this  country,  it  would  draw  a  large  population  importation,  as  to  diminish  the  revenue  on  this 
i"rom  agriculture,  in  which  too  many  are  engaged.  ;  article.  But  what  is  the  fact  ?  The  price  of  iron 
This  portion  of  our  population  would  immediately  |  has  not  increased  from  that  time  to  this;  on  the 
become  the  purchasers  and  not  the  sellers  of  the  contrary,  it  is  lower  now  than  it  was  then;  and 
produce  of  the  soil,  and  thus  enhance  the  value  of  the  importation  has  constantly  increased,  and  with 
real  estate,  and  afford  a  better  interest  for  capital  ^  it,  the  revenue, 
and  profit  for  labor  employed  in  agriculture.  |      It  is  a  mistake  to  suppose  that  an  article  must 

The  mining  districts  of  Europe  have,  for  ages  increase  in  price  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of 
past,  furnished  the  best  troops  that  have  fought  duty  put  upon  its  importation.  That  would  be 
their  battles — need  I  mention  Dalecarlia  ?  |  true  as  to  articles,  not  of. the  produce  or  manufac- 

The  laborious  and  hazardous  life  of  the  miners  '  ture  of  the  country,  as  coffee,  tea,  or  silks,  but  not 
amidst  constant  explosions  of  gunpowder,  pecu-  '  so  with  respect  to  those  produced  or  manufactured 
liarly  fit  them  for  the  hardships  and  dangers  of  at  home.  When  the  increased  duty  was  laid  upon 
war;  their  business  is  intimately  connected  with  iron,  it  produced  a  new  struggle  between  the  for- 
<hat  of  the  engineering  department — they  are  sap-  eign  and  domestic  manufacturer  for  our  market, 
pers  and  miners  by  profession.  Those  engaged  in  and  that  struggle  has  been  pursued  with  so  much 
the  furnaces  and  forges  are  equally  hardy  and  la-  obstinacy,  as  absolutely  to  reduce  the  price.  This 
boriou«:.  During  the  Revolutionary  as  well  as  has  been  the  case  with  a  variety  of  other  manu- 
the  late  war,  our  best  soldiers  were  recruited  in  :  faciures,  and  will  continue  to  be  the  case,  until 
our  mining  districts.  I  our  manufacturers  gain  the  ascendency,  and  then 

Our  navigating  interest  has  been  peculiarly  fa-  '  the  domestic  competition  will  keep  the  prices  so 
vored.  because  it  affords  a  nursery  for  seamen,  low  as  to  afford  no  more  than  a  reasonable  profit 
who  may  be  wanted  for  the  defence  of  the  coun-  to  the  manufacturer.  Should  the  duty  be  now 
try.  But  it  was  more  difficult,  during  the  late  :  increased  three  dollars  per  ton  on  iron,  the  effect 
war,  to  find  soldiers  for  our  army,  than  seamen  :  will  not  be  to  increase  the  price  of  iron  by  that 
for  our  navv.  I  amount,  for  the  foreign  manufacturer  will  still 

In  the  manufacture  of  iron  little  is  done  by  ma-  j  struggle  for  our  market,  and  give  up  a  part  of  his 
chinery,  but  nearly  all  by  manual  labor;  it  there-  profits  rather  than  yield  it.  It  will  probably  m- 
fore  requires  more  protection  than  the  manufacture  crease  the  price  of  iron  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar 
of  cotton  or  woollen  goods ;  yet  it  has  received  and  fifty  cents  per  ton,  yet,  if  the  foreign  manu- 
much  less.  Indeed,  in  1816,  there  seemed  to  be  a  !  facturers  persevere  in  their  plan  of  driving  our 
determined  disposition  in  Congress  to  abandon  own  manufacturers  from  our  own  market,  they 
this  important  branch  of  business  to  destruction,  must  continue  to  sell  their  iron  at  as  low  a  rate  as 
Mr.  Dallas  had  recommended  a  duty  of  seventy-  they  now  do,  the  duty  notwithstanding,  and  this 
five  cents  per  hundred  weight,  or  fifteen  dollars  they  will  do  till  the  trade  shall  be  ruinous  to  them- 
per  ton,  on  hammered  bar  iron.     Some  members    selves. 


of  the  House  of  Representatives,  who  knew  that 
our  iron  works  could  not  be  sustained  under  such 
a  duty,  made  an  effort  to  increase  it ;  that  failing, 
a  motion  was  made  to  reduce  the  duty  from 
seventy-five  to  forty-five  cents  per  hundred  weight, 


When  the  duty  upon  iron  was  raised  to  fifteen 
dollars  per  ton,  ii  was  predicted  that  the  revenue 
upon  this  article  would  diminish.  The  reverse 
has  been  the  case. 

In  1817,  the  duties  upon  hammered  bar  iron, 


which  was  adopted;  and  which  carried  ruin  to  I  exclusive  of  the  drawback, amounted  to §154,315 
more  than  three-fourths  of  all  the  iron  masters  in  j  In  1818,  the  first  year  of  the  increased  duty,  it 
the  United  States.  amounted  to  §208,950.    In  1819,  to  $242,394.    In 

During  the  late  war,  we  manufactured  four-fifths  1  1820,  to  §292,877.  In  1821,  to  §230,413.  In 
of  all  the  iron  consumed  in  the  United  States.  In  !  1822,  to  §398,641 ;  and  in  1823,  to  §435,210.  The 
1817,  we  manufactured  two-thirds;  and  in  1823,  whole  quantity  of  bar  iron,  imported  for  home 
one-third  of  all  consumed  in  the  United  States;  !  consumption,  including  the  rolled  bar  iron,  upon 
in  six  years  more  the  manufacture  of  iron,  if  no  '  which  the  rate  of  duty  was  not  altered,  amounted, 
further  protection  shall  be  given,  will  be  as  com-  I  in  1817,  to  16,839  tons;  in  1818,  to  16,640  tons; 
pletely  abandoned  as  the  manufacture  of  earthen    in  1819,  to  18,755  tons;  in  1820,  to  22,505  tons; 


ware  has  been  since  the  late  war,  which  will  be 
an  immense  loss  to  the  country ;  but  the  shipping 
merchants  will  gain  the  freight  on  fifteen  or  six- 
teen thousand  tons  of  iron  a  year,  at  about  eight 


in  1821,  to  17,654  tons;  in  1822,  to  29,352  tons; 
in  1823,  to  33,787  tons.  This  last  quantity  cost 
us  §1,829,000,  besides  freight  and  other  charges. 
The  bar  iron  we  have  imported  for  the  last  six 
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years  has  cost  us,  upon  an  average,  one  million 
four  hundred  thousaod  dollars  a  year. 

Within  the  last  six  years*,  we  have  imported,  of 
hammered  bar  iron,  120,387  tons.  The  increased 
duly   of   six    dollars   per   ton    on    that   quantity 


without  a  prospect  of  gaining  any  thing  more 
than  a  bare  subsistenci*  by  the  change.  And 
nothing  but  ruin  will  induce  men  to  abandon 
the  works  in  which  their  capital  is  invested, 
which  cannot  be  abandoned  wi(hout  the  loss  of 


amounts  to  $722,322,  saved  to  the  Treasury  ;  and,  ,  that  capital. 

as  the  price  of  iron  has  not  raised,  this  increased  |      As  an  object  of  revenue,  none  can  be  more  fair 

duty  has,  no  part  of  it,  come  from  the  pocket  of'  than  the  duty  upon  iron.     It  would  fall  upon  the 

the  consumer,  but  has  been  entirely  paid  by  the  j  diflereut  classes  of  society  very  much   in   propor- 

foreign  manufacturer.     Such  has  been  the  effect    tion  to  their  wealth;  and  iron  is  an  article  that 

of  the  act  of  1818,  mcreasing  the  duty  upon  iron,  ^  cannot  be  smuggled. 

and  which  was  strenuously  opposed,  in   part  no        But  we  are  warned   not   to   increase   the  duty 

doubt  from  an  apprehension  that  it  might  pos-    upon  iron,  because  it  will  increase  the  expense  of 

sibly  diminish  the  busmess  of  the  importing  mer-  i  building  ships,  while  it  will  lake  from  navigation 

chant.  I  a  jwrtion  of  its  employment. 

The  quantity  of  rolled  bar  iron  imported  in  six  \  Why  is  the  navigating  interest  to  be  parlicu- 
years,  for  home  consumption,  amounts  to  17,704  larly  favored  at  the  expense  of  agriculture  and 
tons,  which,  with  the  hammered,  amounts  to  l  manufactures?  The  coasting  trade  is  secured  to 
138,091  tons.  Suppose  the  whole  of  this  sum  to  '  our  own  citizens,  to  the  entire  exclusion  of  for- 
be  manufactured  in  the  United  States;  at  §75  eigners;  and  such  has  been  the  protection  ex- 
per  ton,  it  would  amount  to  §10,356,555,  or  to  tended  to  our  navigation  engaged  in  foreign  trade, 
$1,726,092  a  year,  which,  at  the  usual  rate  of  i  that,  of  the  tonnage  engaged  in  that  trade  be- 
wages  in  districts  where  iron  is  made,  would  em-  ■  iween  us  and  all  the  world,  nine-tenths  is  Amer- 
ploy  at  least  eleven  thousand  laboring  men,  who  ican.  The  merchants  and  ship  owners  are  there- 
would  otherwise  be  principally  engaged  in  agri-  ;  fore  enabled  to  levy  the  duties  they  may  pay 
culture;  and  these  laboring  men,  with  their  fam- '  upon  the  construction  of  their  ships,  upon  the 
ilies,  would  consume,  of  the  produce  of  agricul-  ;  consumer  of  the  articles  imported  from  abroad, 
ture,  to  an  amount  of  more  than  half  a  million  :  and  transported  coastwi.se.  From  the  answers 
of  dollars  a  year,  and  thus,  from  being  the  com-  i  of  the  Mercantile  Society  of  New  York,  which 


petitors,  become  the  most  valuable  customers  of 
the  farmers. 

But  suppose  the  whole  of  this  iron  to  be  im- 


appear  in  Mr.  Baldwin's  report  of  January  I5ih 
1821,  it  appears  that  a  British  ship  of  300  tons 
equipped  for  sea,  will  cost  §24,000,  or  eighty  dol- 


ported  from  Russia  and  Sweden,  as  is  nearly  the  ,  lars  per  ton;  while  an  American  ship  of  the  same 
case,  who  take  in  exchange  nothing  of  our  pro-  j  quality  will  cost  §18,000,  or  sixty  dollars  per  ton. 
duce,  except  a  small  quantity  of  oak  bark,  rice,  |  This  is  an  advantui^e  that  will  always  enable  us 
cotton,  and  tobacco.  The  whole  that  the  iron  j  to  compete  successlully  with  the  shipping  interest 
costs  us,  except  the  price  of  freight,  is  paid  to  sup-    of  Grtai  Britain. 

port  the  manufactures  and  the  agriculture  of  Rus-  They  state,  further,  that  it  will  require  four 
siA  and  Sweden.  The  freight,  at  eight  dollars  .  tons  of  iron,  fifteen  hundred  pounds  of  copper 
per  ton,  would  probably  give  constant  employment  i  bolls,  four  and  a  half  tons  of  cordage,  and  twenty 
to  five  hundred  men,  and  a  profit  on  the  freight,  \  bolts  of  duck  to  the  one  hundred  ton.s  of  shipping, 
to  the  importing  merchant,  of  three  dollars  per  i  How  far  will  this  increased  duty  of  three  dollars 
ton;  and  this  trifling  interestof  the  seaport  towns,  !  per  ton  on  bar  iron  oppress  the  navigating  inter- 
is  to  preponderate  against  the  immense  interest  of  ,  est?  Suppose  the  duty  should  increase  the  price 
the  interior  of  the  country.  *  |  of  iron  to  the  full  amount  of  it,  (which  it  would 

In  1816,  it  was  ascertained  that  we  consumed    not  do,)  this  would  amount  to  twelve  dollars  for 
about  50,000  tonti  of  bar  iron,  annually.     From  ,  a  ^hip  of  one  hundred   tons.     If  she  should   last 
the  little  encouragement  given  to  any  business  re-  |  fifteen  years,  this  would  be  a  tax  of  eighty  cents  a 
quiring  the  consumption  of  iron,  the  quantity  has  j  year,  and  certainly  would  not  sink  the  ships, 
not  much   increased,  nor  has  it   probably  dimin-  i      The  copper  used  in  shipping  is  now  duty  free, 
ished — it  may  still   be  estimated  at  that  qanlily.  i  The  shipping  interest  ought  to  be  protected,  but, 
In  1818,  the  quantity  imported  was  16,640  tons —    in  doing  this,  we  should  be  careful  not  to  oppress 
much  less  than   one-third   of  the  whole  amount  [  other  important  branches  of  industry, 
consumed.     In   1823,  the  quantity  imported  was  i      It  is  said,  the  duty  upon  iron,  as  well  as  hemp, 
33,787   tons — considerably  more  than   two-thirds  :  will  take  from  navigation  a  portion  of  its  em ploy- 
of  the  whole  consumption.     During  this  ruinous  ,  ment.     This  is,  indeed,  the  formidable  objection 
process,  by  which  our   manufacture  of  iron   has    to  laying  protecting  duties  upon  those  articles.     It 
been  thus  reduced,  many  establishments  forinakiug    is  an  array  of  the  small   portion  of  our  shipping, 
iron  have  been  abandoned,  their  owners  ruined,  i  engaged   in  importing  hemp  and    iron  from  the 
and  more  than  ten  thousand  laborers,  engaged  at  ;  Baltic,  which  we  do  not  want,  against  the  great 
those  establishments,  have    been   driven   to  seek  |  agricultural  and  manufacturing  interests  of  this 
other  employment;  they  have  generally  resorted  I  country,  which  should  be  employed  in  producing 


to  agriculture,  as  a  business  by  which  they  could 
at  least  gain  a  subsistence.  Nothing  but  the 
greatest  distress  will  induce  men  to  abandon  a 
business  in  which  they  have  long  been  engaged, 


and  manufacturing  those  articles.  The  freight  oa 
these  articles,  trilling  as  it  comparatively  is,  is  that 
to  which  all  others  mu^t  yield.  This  was  well 
exemplified  in  the  tariff  bill  of  1816,  in  which  the 
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shipping  interest  was  particularly  provided  for.!  Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  also  addressed  the 
Hoop  or  slit  iron  is  worth  20  per  cent,  more  than  Senate  in  support  of  the  motion  of  his  colleague, 
it  is  in  bars.  A  duty  of  no  more  than  45  cents  per  and  in  answer  to  some  of  the  positions  taken  by 
hundred  weight,  or  nine  dollars  per  ton,  was  im-  Mr.  Dickerson.  He  alluded  to  the  advantages 
posed  upon  hammered  bar  iron,  which  would  not  which  the  home  manufacturers  already  possess 
prevent  Its  importation,  while  a  duty  of  fifty  dollars  over  the  importer  of  this  article.  He  assigned  the 
per  ton  was  laid  upon  hoop  or  slit  iron.  Iron  in  gratifying  prosperity  of  our  country  as  the  princi- 
bars  pays  as  much  freight  as  in  hoops  or  rods,  and  pal  rea-son  that  operated  against  the  domestic  pro- 
the  shippers  were  willing  to  prohibit  the  latter,  so  duction  of  iron.  That  reason  was  to  be  found  in 
that  they  might  secure  the  ireighl  upon  the  for-  '  the  advance  price  our  labor  bears  over  that  of  the 
mer.  What  is  our  trade  to  the  Baltic  ?  I  will  degraded  population  of  the  part  of  Europe,  where 
examine  that  with  Russia — that  with  Sweden  is  this  article  is  produced  ;  and  the  price  ot  labor,  he 
nearly  of  the  same  character.  '  said,  was  a  test  of  national  prosperity.     He  re- 

in the  year  ending  the  30ih  of  September  1823,  marked  upon  the  encouragement  which  had  been 
we  imported  from  Russia,  to  the  amount  of  §2.-  said,  by  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey,  to  have 
191,474  in  articles,  nearly  the  whole  of  which  we  been  extended  to  the  shipping  interest  of  the  coun- 
ought  to  produce  or  manufacture  for  ourselves,  try,  and  upon  the  retributive  policy  that  would, 
They  took  of  our  produce  in  exciiangc  to  the  amount  probably,  be  adopted  by  foreign  nations,  if  this  bill 
of  §51,635,  and  of  the  produce  of  foreign  countries  ;  were  passed. 

to  the  amount  of  §597,099,  leaving  a  balance  j  Mr.  L.  said  that  he  conceived  it  to  be  the  duty 
against  us  of  §1,610,043,  to  be  paid  by  drafts  on  i  of  the  Government — it  was  the  principle  in  which 
Holland  and  other  places,  where  there  might  be  !  the  Republic  was  founded — to  encourage,  as  far 
balances  in  our  favor.  This  trade,  in  which  the  {  as  it  could  be  done,  the  interests  of  the  whole  peo- 
Russians  do  not  take  of  our  produce  to  the  amount  '  pie — and,  where  there  were  divisions  of  interest,  to 
of  one  fortieth  part  of  thai  we  take  of  theirs,  may  look  to  the  claims  of  the  largest  and  rnosi  import- 
be  very  beneficial  to  the  merchant,  but  is  highly  ant  part.  He  compared  the  relative  importance  to 
injurious  to  the  country,  inasmuch  as  we  import  the  country,  of  the  shipping  and  commercial  inter- 
nothing  from  them  that  we  ought  not  to  produce  j  esls,  and  the  great  class  of  mechanics  dependent 


for  ourselves;  these  importations,  therefore  have 
a  direct  tendency  to  check  the  industry  of  our  coun- 
try, which  is  our  only  means  of  wealth  and  pros- 
perity. The  great  charm  of  this  trade  is,  that  it 
IS  almost  exclusively  carried  on  in  American  ship- 
ping.    There  is  a  tacit  understanding  between  our 


on  them,  with  the  miners  and  makers  of  iron.  He 
spoke  of  the  embarrassments  which  the  shipping 
interest  already  labored  under,  and  proceeded  to 
show  that  this  bill,  if  passed,  would  go  to  impose 
additional,  and  far  heavier,  burdens  upon  them. 
He  thought  the  bill  ought  to  be  rather  entitled  a 


.shippers  and  the  dealers  in  hemp  and  iron  on  ihe  j  bill  to  oppress  the  agricultural,  to  crush  the  com- 
Baiiic,  that  the  former  will  sacrifice  the  agriculiu-  {  mercial,  and  eventually  to  injure  the  manufactur- 


ral  and  manufacturing  interest  of  this  country,  so 
far  as  they  respect  these  articles,  provided  the  lat- 
ter will  sacrifice  the  shipping  interests  of  those 
countries,  so  far  as  this  trade  is  concerned,  which 
is  indeed  giving  up  much  on  our  part,  but  very 
little  on  hers.  The  di>continuance  of  this  trade, 
however  beneficial  to  this  country,  will  be  consid- 
ered as  a  most  serious  injury  to  the  shipping  inter- 
est, as  no  doubt  the  discontinuance  of  the  impor- 


ing  interests  of  the  country  ;  i'or,  the  reaction  of 
the  bill  would  probably  be  the  most  tremendous 
effect  of  it.  The  agricultural  interest  was  the 
great  and  controlling  interest,  and  when  they  once 
realized  its  effect,  they  would  repeal  it,  and  also 
prostrate  every  thing  that  had  grown  up  under  it. 
Mr.  L.  spoke  of  the  Russian  trade,  as  one  of  the 
most  advantageous  which  this  country  ever  pur- 
sued.    He  denied,  altogether,  that  there  was  • 


tation  of  bricks  from  Europe  was  nearly  a  century  !  balance  against  us,  in  this  trade,  and  proceeded  to 
ago,  of  which  the  buildings  in  our  cities  v/ere  then  I  explain  the  course  which  had  generally  been  pur- 
constructed,  and  of  which  we  have  yet  some  speci- '  sued,  in  relation   to  it.     If  called  up  again,  upon 


mens  of  Dutch  houses  in  New  York  and  Albany, 
presenting  their  picturesque  gable  ends  to  the 
streets.  The  discovery  that  we  could  make  bricks 
in  this  country,  was  no  doubt  considered  as  a  se- 
rious injury  to  the  shipping  interest.  The  pro- 
posed duty  upon  iron,  which  will  amount  to  eight- 
een dollars  per  ton,  cannot  be  considered  as  an  ade- 
quate protection  of  this  article,  but  il  may  save 
from  destruction  that  portion  of  our  iron  works 
which  still  remain,  but  which  will  soon  disappear 
if  the  present  motion  shall  succeed. 

Mr.  HoLMKs,  of  Maine,  supported  the  motion  to 
strike  out  this  duty.  He  proceeded  to  show  the 
unjust  and  partial  operation  upon  certain  classes 
of  the  community,  and  replied  to  the  arguments 
made  use  of  by  Mr.  Dickerson. 

Mr.  Mills  made  some  further  remarks  in  reply 

to  Mr.  DiCKERBON. 


the  bill  now  before  the  Senate,  Mr.  L.  said,  he 
should  endeavor  more  fully  to  explain  his  reasons 
for  believing  that  all  the  ideas  of  balances  of  trade 
against  this  country,  founded  on  the  custom-house 
returns,  were  the  vain  and  visionary  hallucina- 
tions of  the  minds  of  mere  theorists. 

Mr.  Dickerson  replied  to  the  argument  that 
had  been  adduced  against  him.  He  recurred  to  the 
policy  of  England,  in  the  protection  of  the  articles 
of  her  domestic  production.  He  denied  that  this 
duty  on  iron  was  materially  to  affect  the  commer- 
cial interest  of  this  country;  and  proceeded  to 
comment  upon  the  nature  of  our  trade  with  Rus- 
sia. He  denied  ihat  it  was  so  beneficial  to  this 
country  as  had  been  contended  by  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts.  He  did  not  deny  the  bene- 
fits of  commerce  to  the  country  ;  but  he  thought 
that  commerce  would  not  be  injured,  to  any  con- 
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sfderable  extent,  by  this  duty.  He  beliered  Eng- 
land was  not  insensible  to  the  value  of  her  com- 
merce ;  and  yet  she  encouraged  her  own  manu- 
factures. Mr.  D.  spcke  of  the  bounties  that  had 
been  paid,  in  this  country,  for  the  encouragement 
of  the  fisheries.  He  did  not  complain  of  this ;  be 
only  wished  gentlemen  to  recollect  that  some  en- 
couragement nad  been  extended  to  ihecoraiuercial 
interest.  He  called  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to 
the  great  number  of  petitions  then  on  the  table, 
both  from  agriculturists  and  manufacturers,  pray- 
ing the  imposition  of  higher  duties  on  imported 
iron. 

Mr.  D'WoLF  spoke  in  favor  of  retaining  this 
item  in  the  bill.  He  recurred  to  the  general  fea- 
tures of  the  bill,  as  intended  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  our  domestic  industry,  and  leading  the 
people  to  do  for  themselves  what  they  want  done. 
This  article  was  one  great  branch  of  the  whole 
system  included  in  the  bill,  and  he  thought  the 
arguments  of  the  gentlemen  opposed  to  the  duty 
only  went  to  show  its  propriety.  The  home  mar- 
ket, Mr.  D'W.  considered  as  the  most  important 
to  every  nation.  The  balance  of  trade,  he  said, 
ought  certainly  to  be  taken  in  the  aggregate.  If 
we  sell  to  the  other  nations  more  than  we  buy 
from  them,  the  balance,  of  course,  is  in  our  favor. 
He  denied  that  other  nations  bought  of  us,  because 
we  bought  of  them  :  each  nation  bought  what  it 
wanted,  and  no  more. 

He  compared  the  business  of  a  nation  to  that  of 
an  individual.  It  was  alike  necessary  for  both  to 
keep  an  account  of  what  was  coming  in  and  going 
out.  He  knew  that  the  commercial  interests  were 
languishing,  and  other  interests  were  in  the  same 
situation.  The  facilities  extended  to  the  importa- 
tion and  use  of  foreign  articles  in  this  country 
were  very  great.  He  believed  the  interests  of  every 
State  in  the  Union  would  eventually  be  promoted 
by  the  passage  of  this  bill,  as  encouraging  the  in- 
dustry of  the  country.  The  bill  was  intended  to 
save  the  labor  of  the  country,  and  throw  it  upon 
its  own  resources.  As  to  the  effect  on  the  revenue, 
he  considered  it  a  mere  bugbear,  as  the  people,  in 
some  shape  or  other,  must  pay  the  revenue.  The 
means  they  possess  to  pay  it  are  of  much  more 
importance  than  the  manner  in  which  it  is  paid. 

Mr.  HoLME3,  of  Maine,  denied,  altogether,  that 
any  encouragement  had  been  extended  by  the 
Grovernment  to  the  fisheries  of  the  country.  The 
bounty,  he  contended,  was  merely  a  drawback  of 
the  duty  on  salt. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Mills's  motion  was  then 
put,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  as  follows : 

YiAi — Messrs.  Barbour,  Branch,  Clayton,  Edwards, 
Elliott,  Gaillard,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes 
of  Mississippi,  H.  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  J.  S.  John- 
ston of  Louisitna,  Kelly,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of 
.  New  York,  Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Lloyd  of  .Massacbu- 
setta,  Macon,  Mills,  Panott,  Smith,  Taylor  of  Virginia, 
Van  Dyke,  Ware,  and  Williams— 24. 

Nats— Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Benton,  Brown,  Chan- 
dler, D'Wolf,  Dickerson,  Eaton.  Findlay,  Jackson, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Knight,  Lanman,  Lowrie,  Mc- 


Ilvaine,  Noble,  Palmer,  Buggies,  Seymour,  Talbot  of 
Indiana,  Thomas,  and  Van  Buren — 23. 

So  the  duty  on  iron  was  stricken  out  from  the 
bill. 
The  Senite  then  adjourned. 


Thursday,  April  29. 

Mr.  Ruggles,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  were  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Alvin  Bronson  ;''  and  the  bill, 
entitled  ''  An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  T. 
Nimrao,"  reported  them  severally  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Eaton  gave  notice  that,  to-morrow,  he 
would  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
the  heirs  of  John  Donaldson,  Stephen  Hurd,  and 
others. 

Mr.  Bell,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  John  Thomas  and  Company,"  re- 
ported it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Benton  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Retolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  b« 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  authoriz- 
ing t^e  President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  to  be 
selected,  in  separate  parcels,  or  in  sections,  as  much 
land  as  will  amount  to  two  of  the  townships  hereto- 
fore granted  by  Congress  to  the  State  of  Mitsouri,  for 
the  support  of  seminaries  of  learning.  Also,  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  granting  to  the  town  of 
St.  Louis,  and  to  other  towns  and  villages  in  the 
State  of  Missouri,  for  the  support  of  schools,  the  lola 
and  pieces  of  ground,  within  such  towns  and  villages, 
which  may  have  been  heretofore  reserved  for  military 
purposes,  and  not  now  needed  for  such  use. 

Mr.  Van  Buben,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  whom  were  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  alter  the  judicial  districts  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  for  other  purposes;"  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  provide  for  the  sale  of  lands  conveyed 
to  the  United  States,  in  certain  cases,  and  for 
other  purposes;*'  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  William  Blagrove ;"  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  Corporation  of  the 
Church  of  St.  Anne,  and  to  authorize  the  exten- 
sion of  Lamed  street,  in  the  town  ofNl)etroit ;''  and 
the  bill  to  provide  for  the  punishment  of  certain 
crimes  when  committed  in  any  navy  yard,  fort, 
arsenal,  magazine,  dock,  lighthouse,  tract  of  land, 
or  other  place,  belonging  to  the  United  States ; 
reported  them,  severally,  with  amendment. 

The  twenty-one  bills  yesterday  brought  up  from 
the  House  of  Representatives,  for  concurrence, 
were  severally  read  twice,  by  unanimous  consent. 

On  motion,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Stephen  Brace ;''  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Mareen  Duval ;"  the  bill,  en- 
titled "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives 
of  Elijah  Brush  ;''  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Lemuel  Arms ;"  the  bill,  entitled  "Aa 
act  for  the  relief  of  Joshua  Bennett ;"  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Holliday  ;" 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jonas 
Duncan;"  and  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 


relief  of  Nathaniel   Jones  ;"    were  severally  re- 
ferred to  the  Cortftnittee  o^  Claims. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Sam- 
uel Rist ;"  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  WMliam  Hall,  an  invalid  soldier  of  the  Revo- 
lutionary armv  ;"  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Charles 
Bradford;"  and  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  John  Loud- 
erman,"  were  severally  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Pensions. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  repay- 
ing to  Bazaleel  Wells,  a  certain  sum  of  money  by 
him  erroneously  paid  into  the  Treasury  ;"  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Malachi  Burns  ;" 
and  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Thomas  Williams ;"  were  severally  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Tlie  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ben- 
jamin Desobry ;"  and  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  John  Wilmot;"  were  severally 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  El- 
liott Rucker."  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Charles  Humphrey  ;"  and  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Marechal ;"  were 
severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph 
Smith,  of  Alexandria,"  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  painting  of  the  battle 
of  New  Orleans,  by  John  Vanderlyn  ;  and  the  bill 
to  sell  and  dispose  of  the  refuse  lands  of  the  Uni- 
ted States ;  were  severally  read  the  second  time. 
The  last  mentioned  bill  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
bills  of  the  following  titles,  viz:  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Daniel  Carroll,  of  Duddington,  and 
others ;"  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Fredericlt  Perley ;" 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  J.  M.  C.  Montgomery  ;" 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Solomon  Sibley  ;"  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Mary  H.  Hawkins ;"  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Thomas  L.  Ogden,  and  others;" 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  David  Beard  ;"  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Peter  Yandes  ;"  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  David  Cooper  ;"  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Landie  Richardson;"  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
George  Fisher;"'  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Henry 
Leightner;"  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Judah 
Alden  ;"  "An  act  for  the  benefit  of  the  Columbian 
Institute  ;"  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  S.  Mof- 
fitt ;"  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Strain  ;" 
and,  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Hugh  McCuUoch  ;" 
in  which  bills  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion 
of  yesterday,  directing  the  Postmaster  General  to 
report  the  most  practicable  post  route  from  New 
Orleans  to  Washington. 

Mr.  Johnson,  in  explanation  of  the  resolution, 


stated  the  importance  to  the  State  of  Louisiana, 
and  to  the  General  Government,  of  a  more  direct 
post  route  from  New  Orleans  to  Washington  City. 
Such  a  route  might  be  established  through  the 
States  of  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Alabama,  which 
would  not  exceed  in  extent  nine  hundred  miles. 
The  extent  of  the  present  route  through  Tennes- 
see, he  believed  to  be  nearly  fifteen  hundred  miles. 
By  establishing  the  route  alluded  to,  the  convey- 
ance of  the  mails  to  and  from  New  Orleans,  would 
be  facilitated,  and  the  expense  of  the  Government 
greatly  diminished. 

By  an  act  of  the  present  session,  S30,000  was 
appropriated  to  enable  the  President  to  obtain 
surveys  of  different  routes  through  the  United 
States,  for  the  purpose  of  internal  improvement. 

No  route  could  be  designated  more  important 
than  the  one  he  wished  established,  and  he  was 
persuaded  the  President  would  apply  a  portion  of 
the  sum  alluded  to  to  the  accomplishment  of  theob- 
ject  in  view.  He  wished  now  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  Government  to  this  subject,  and  hoped  the 
survey  of  the  route  would  be  immediately  made, 
and  that  the  report  required  would  be  laid  before 
Congress  at  the  commencement  of  the  next  session. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

THE  TARIFF. 

The  Senate  then  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday, 
being  the  consideration  of  the  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  "to  amend  the  several  acts  for 
imposing  duties  on  imports."  Mr.  King,  of  Ala- 
bama, was  called  to  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Lloyo,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  by  striking  out  the  following  clause :  "On 
hemp,  two  cents  per  pound." 

Mr.  Lloyd  addressed  the  Senate  in  support  of 
his  motion.  He  expressed  his  high  estimation 
for  the  gentlemen  from  Kentucky,  and  regretted 
that  this  motion  would  not,  probably,  meet  their 
approbation.  He  proceeded  to  show  the  impor- 
tance of  this  article,  and  the  improbability  of  a 
sufficient  production  to  meet  the  demand  for  con- 
sumption. He  portrayed  the  course  which  had 
been  pursued  in  regard  to  the  agricultural  in- 
terests of  the  Northern  Stales.  From  their  former 
embarrassed  situation  they  had  recovered,  and 
had  now  become  prosperous  and  happy,  unaided 
by  any  extraordinary  assistance  by  way  of  duties 
from  the  Government.  He  spoke  particularly  of 
the  encouragement  which  had  already  been  ex- 
tended to  the  domestic  growth  of  hemp,  and  the 
failure  to  produce  it  in  any  considerable  quantity. 
Mr.  L.  adverted  to  the  causes  of  this  failure,  and 
the  want  of  the  natural  advantage  necessary  to 
the  growth  of  this  article.  Even  if  Kentucky 
could  raise  the  article  in  sufficient  quantities  with 
this  enormous  bounty  to  encourage  the  growth, 
he  said,  the  cordage  made  from  it  would  comie 
higher  than  that  of  any  other  part  of  the  world 
where  it  is  made. 

Mr.  Chandler  said  he  rose  to  give  the  reasons 
which  would  govern  him  in  giving  his  vote  on 
this  question.  He  voted  yesterday  against  strik- 
ing out  the  article  of  iron,  not  because  he  would 
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▼ole  for  the  bill  as  it  came  from  the  House,  which  '  peace,  peace,  when  we  know  not  how  soon  de- 
he  could  not  do,  but  because  he  was  willing  to  structiou  may  come  upon  us.  The  sound  philos- 
give  an  opportunity  so  to  amend  the  bill,  il*  pos-  opher,  the  distinguished  statesman,  must  not  look 
sible.  as  to  make  it  acceptable,  and  so  as  to  bear  on  society  in  relation  merely  to  the  passing  mo- 
equally  on  the  several  sections  of  the  Union,  and  ment ;  his  view  of  the  interests  of  his  country 
that  each  section  may  receive  equal  benefits ;  but,  must  alike  involve  retrospection  and  anticipation, 
to  give  il  this  ttrect,  the  bill  must  undergo  mate-  i  Not  only  is'^he  bound  to  promote  the  prosperity  of 
rial  changes.  Not  only  the  article  of  hemp,  but  the  present  generation— the  interests  of  the  future 
of  every  s'pecics  of  duck  and  cordage,  and  of  spi- ,  are  confided  to  his  charge.  If  such  considerations 
rits,  must  be  stricken  out,  or  materially  altered,  ;  be  the  result  of  sound  policy,  it  becomes  us  to  take 


before  he  could  give  his  vote  for  the  bill.  He 
should  vote  for  striking  out  the  article  of  hemp. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  said,  that  the  sub- 
ject before  the  Senate  involved  political  consid- 
erations which  had,  on  his  mind,  a  greater  infiu- 
ence  than  the  combination  of  all  others.  Domes- 
tic industry,  said  Mr.  J.,  renders  us  independent, 
as  to  foreign  nations,  for  the  necessaries  and  com- 
forts of  life.  It  derives  its  greatest  value  from  the 
fact  that  it  fosters  and  secures  the  public  liberty. 

In  vain  may  we  look  for  such  daring  spirits  to 
defend  our  invaded  country  as  appeared  on  the 
plains  of  Chippewa,  and  seized  the  laurels  of  New 


into  our  calculation  the  gielancholy  eiamples 
which  our  Revolutionary  struggles  and  the  incon- 
veniences of  the  late  war  exhibit.  The  losses  and 
the  sufl'erings  of  the  nation,  during  those  periods, 
for  want  of  domestic  manufactures,  would  alone 
furnish  materials  for  a  volume.  That  season  of 
gloom  and  trial  induced  many  of  our  enterprising 
citizens  to  invest  capital  to  a  prodigious  amount 
in  manufactures  of  the  first  necessity,  and  condu- 
cing to  the  comforts  and  conveniences  of  our  coun- 
trymen. A  valuable  home  market  was  created  for 
the  consumption  of  the  productions  of  our  soil, 
atfordiiig  to  the  farratr  the  means  of  independ- 


Orleans,  if  that  country^  destined  to  remain  de-  ence,  and  enabling  him  to  obtain  an  equivalent 
pendent  upon  Powers  confessedly  hostile  for  the  for  his  labor,  in  the  articles  which  he  could  not 
greater  portion  of  what  renders  life  convenient    furnish  himself. 

and  honorable.  In  vain  may  we  look  for  heroes  i  By  a  return  of  peace  those  manufactories  were 
willing  to  consecrate  their  hearts'  blood  to  the  most  seriously  injured.  The  immense  capital  that 
service  of  their  country,  and  for  the  vindication  had  been  employed  was  rendered  wholly  unpro- 
of  its  rights,  if  it  must  be  their  miserable  destiny  duclive  by  the  inundation  of  the  productions  of 
to  be  supplied  only  from  foreign  resources  with  ,  foreign  countries.  Sir,  the  fact  is  obvious  that, 
the  materials  of  defence.  |  without  adequate  protection  and  support,  our  do- 

lt is  high  time,  .said  Mr.  J.,  t«  change  the  policy  mestic  fabric  cannot  compete  with  the  foreign, 
which  we  have  pursued.  The  public  voice  loudly  Enterprising  citizens  must  sustain  injury,  if  not 
calls  for  It,  and  that  voice  deserves  to  be  heard  sink  in  ruin.  We  have  an  official  return  of  a 
by  the  Representatives  of  the  nation.  We  are  part  of  the  capital  vested  in  uselul  domestic  man- 
addressed,  indeed,  in  the  ardent  tone  of  pecuniary  ufactories  in  these  United  States.  From  this  re- 
feeling,  to  allow  the  people  to  purchase  mcrchan- ,  turn,  we  find  the  capital  employed  amounts  to 
disc  where  they  can  obtain  it  cheapest.  Admit  from  fifty  to  seventy-five  millions  of  dollars.  It 
the  propriety  of  this  course:  I  feel  myself  at  lib--  is  a  solemn  duty  to  inquire  how  far  we  are  under 
erty,  sir,  to  deny  that  the  system  which  we  have  obligations  to  our  country  and  to  the  proprietors 
pursued  has  afforded  us  articles  on  the  most  mod-  of  this  vast  capital  to  avert  the  injury  and  deso- 
erate  terms.  Previous  to  the  late  war  with  Great  lation  which  the  importing  of  foreign  merchan- 
Britain,  and  during  the  contest,  our  army  and  our    disc  must  produce. 

navy  were  not  only  deficient  in  the  comforts  of  We  contend  for  free  trade — we  must  have 
clothing,  when  many  of  our  citizens  were  not  in  cheap  purchases,  and  oppose  all  restriction  upon 
a  situation  to  construct  them  from  the  ample  ma-  our  intercourse  with  foreign  nations.  Ruin  is 
terials  which  our  country  supplies,  but  when  mer- ,  represented  as  in  the  train  of  consequences  which 
chandise  of  this  description  was  found  in  our '  are  to  follow  the  support  of  domestic  manufac- 
markets,  the  Grovernment,  as  well  as  individuals,  ture.  If  the  Powers  of  the  earth  constituted  dif- 
had  to  purchase  them  at  the  most  extravagant  ferent  branches  of  the  same  great  commonwealth, 
prices,  from  four  to  ten  limes  their  ordinary  cur-  bound  together  by  similitude  of  feelings  and  prin- 
rent  worth.  It  seems  to  me,  sir,  that  we  have  ;  ciples»  and  universal  peace  were  to  attend  this 
improperly  excluded  from  our  dollar  and  cent  cal-  raillenial  condition  of  the  human  race,  then,  in- 
~  ~    .      .         je<.(jj  we  might  pronounce  unnecessary  all  regu- 

lations relative  to  foreign  commerce — all  imposi- 
tion of  duties  for  the  protection  of  home  manu- 
factures. We  might  then  preach  up  the  doc- 
trines of  Adam  Smith,  that  commerce  must  reg- 


culation  the  effects  which  the  policy  of  the  late 
belligerent  Powers  of  Europe  produced  upon  our 
commerce  and  our  articles  of  merchandise.  We 
are  now  enjoying  the  blessings  which  the  wel- 
come calm  of  peace  ever  introduces.  We  can 
purchase  the  manufactures  of  Europe  on  terms  '  ulate  itself,  and  the  best  goods  are  to  be  gotten,  at 


perfectly. moderate.  But,  alas  !  in  correspondence 
with  the  erring  tendencies  of  the  human  mind, 
we  have  forgotten  British  Orders  in  Council, 
French,  Berlin,  and  Milan  decrees,  those  interrup- 
tions of  trade  and  confiscators  of  property,  and  are 
chanting  ourselves   to   repose.     We   are  crying 


will,  from  the  citizen  and  the  stranger. 

In  this  state  of  things  our  home  market  might 
be  found  in  London  or  Liverpool,  in  Hamburg  or 
Copenhagen,  in  Bremen  or  in  Petersburg,  in  the 
East  or  the  West  Indies;  as  we  now  find  it  in 
our  own   happy  country,  in'Boston  or  in  New 
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York,  in  Philadelphia  or  in  Baltimore,  in  Charles- 1  and  blood  of  our  ancestors  have  transmitted  to 
ton  or  in  New  Orleans.  But  where  is  the  man  us.  When  we  die,  let  us  have  the  consolation 
whose  credulity  can  anticipate  such  an  Utopian  |  that  we  die  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  civil  and  re- 
result  7  It  is  the  policy  of  nations  to  lake  care  of  j  ligious  freedom — ^that,  from  the  wing  of  our  eagle 
themselves,  and  they  everywhere  adopt  it.  What ,  not  a  feather  has  been  plucked — that  we  have 
is  the  design  of  the  despots  of  Europe  in  forming  j  preserved  the  bright  inheritance  for  generations 
their //o/j/ ^l^ianoe,  as  it  has  been  shamelessly  de- |  yet  unborn.  The  principles  which  1  have  just 
nominated,  but  the  support  of  their  tottering  |  stated  are  those  which  have  the  greatest  influence 
thrones,  and  the  suppression  of  that  revolutionary  j  on  my  mind  in  favor  of  the  tariff, 
spirit  which,  like  the  mild  influence  of  Spring,  is  j  Still  farther,  it  is  my  decided  conviction,  that, 
spreading  among  the  people  on  every  side.  The  in  a  few  years,  by  a  competition  among  our  own 
ambition  which  divided  unhappy  Poland,  some  I  manufacturers,  we  shall  have  the  various  articles 
thirty  years  ago,  among  three  ot  the  European  j  we  may  want,  where  we  raise  the  raw  materials, 
despotic  Powers,  has  recently  assumed  a  more  :  in  great  abundance,  cheap,  and  of  excellent  quali- 
formidable  shape.     It  may  be  seen  in  the  resolute    ty.     The  good  effects  are  already  self-evident,  in 


exertion  to  crush  the  republican  spirit  of  the  Nea- 
politans, and  the  reduction  of  ill-fated  Italy  to 
absolute  slavery.  The  ghost  of  tyranny  is  stalk- 
ing, where  once  a  generous  Empire  flourished, 
and  where  the  banners  of  liberty  waved  to  the 
wind,  bold  and  beautiful.     It  may  be  seen  in  the 


relation  to  our  coarse  cottons  and  woollens.  We 
are  furnished  with  the  domestic  fabric  cheaper, 
and  of  far  better,  because  of  far  more  substantial 
quality,  in  consequence  of  the  duty  imposed  upon 
the  foreign  importation.  The  same  results  will 
be  produced  in  every  branch  of  manufacture  where 


effort  made  by  France  to  reduce  to  unconditional  1  the  raw  material  springs  from  our  productive  soil. 
submission  to  the  will  of  a  cruel  tyrant,  the  inde-  Let  the  period  of  foreign  restriction  and  home 
pendent  yeomanry  of  Spain.  It  may  be  seen  in  protection  arrive,  we  may  then,  in  accents  of  joy, 
the  awful  calm  which  has  succeeded  these  con-  i  pronounce  ourselves  blessed.  Our  independence 
vulsions.  It  is  the  treacherous  and  portentous  1  will  then,  free  as  the  air,  bright  as  the  orb  of 
calm  of  the  ocean  before  the  tempestuous  swell  of  |  day,  deserve  the  sacred  name.  As  a  nation,  we 
its  angry  surges;  it  is  the  alarming  silence  of  the  are  yet  in  our  infancy.  Forty-seven  years  only 
volcano,  previous  to  its  dire  and  desolating  erup-  have  elasped  since  we  dared  to  say — the  colonies 
lions.  To  me,  it  is  evident,  Irom  the  history  of  i  of  America  shall  be  free — that  we  would  thence- 
Europe,  for  many  centuries,  and  from  the  si^ns  i  forth  regard  the  empires  of  the  earth,  in  war  our 


of  the  times,  that  the  present  appearance  of  Eu- 
ropean peace  will  be  succeeded  by  internal  and 
sanguinary  wars.  No  sooner  shall  the  thrones  of 
Europe  have  sufficiently  secured  their  own  power, 
by  degrading  the  minds  of  their  subjects,  and  de- 
stroying the  spirit  of  independence  now  spread- 


enemies,  in  peace  friends.  Yet,  in  consequence 
of  our  impoverishing  policy,  thousands,  in  differ- 
ent parts  of  our  Union,  are  thrown  out  of  employ, 
and  are  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  starving,  beg- 
ging, or  having  their  names  enrolled  on  the  poor 
fist.    Encourage  domestic  manufactures,  and  these 


ing  among  them — and  this  they  will  effect,  with-  |  unemployed  people,  whether  old  or  young,  boys  or 
out  some  special  interference  of  Divine  Provi-  girls,  will  move  along  with  songs  of  joy,  in  the 
dence,  for  the  conflict  is  unequal — than  like  Rome,  ways  of  industry,  and  virtue.  Sir,  the  moral 
at  the  periods  of  the  triumviri,  some  master  spir- 1  habits,  the  frugality,  the  happiness  ot  the  people, 
its  will  take  the  lead  of  the  rest — some  Marius  ,  are  committed   to  our  charge.     That  is  a  mere 


and  Sylla,  some  Pompey  and  Caesar,  some  An- 
tony or  Augustus  ;  ihe  Holy  Alliance  will  dis- 
solve as  thread  at  the  touch  of  flame,  and  the 


half-way  legislation  that  parsimoniously,  or  with 
visionary  svstcms,  neglects  them.  Why  should 
so  many  oi  our  citizens  be  driven  into  the  field. 


Dividers  of  Europe  will  once  more  convert  it  into    that,  by  ploughing  and  reaping,  the  home  market 


a  field  of  blood.  In  this  state  of  things  we  shall 
again  be  harassed  by  unjust  decrees,  and  by  re- 
sumed Orders  in  Council.  We  shall  be  thrown 
back  suddenly  upon  resources  of  our  own,  with- 
out preparation  to  meet  the  exigence. 

Our  situation,  Mr.  President,  may  become  more 
critical  than  the  one  which  I  have  already  sup- 
posed. When  the  Monarchs  of  Europe  are  as- 
sembled together,  do  you  think  that  we  are  not  a 
subject  of  their  holy  consultations?  Do  you  not 
believe  that  we  are  viewed  with  an  eye  of  jeal- 
ousy ?  Can  you  suppose  that,  were  they  in  a  sit- 
uation to  do  so,  they  would  not  compel  us  to 
change  our  happy  Government  and  to  take  a 
King,  perhaps  of  their  own  nominating,  to  reign 
over  us  ?  Let  us,  then,  look  to  ourselves  !  Let 
us  raise  and  confirm  a  system  of  our  own,  that 
"we  may  live  wholly  independent  of  foreign  sup- 

fily,  that  we  may  transmit  to  our  posterity  that 
iberty  and  that  happiness  which  the  best  feelings 


may  be  glutted  ?  Send  your  excess  of  flour  and 
breadstufls  to  England.  The  policy  of  that  country 
will  not  permit  you  to  sell  these  articles  until  the 
scarcity  of  her  own  crops  menace  her  with  famine. 
Waiting  for  that  period,  your  flour  is  stored  until 
it  spoils  on  your  hands.  The  merchant  who  has 
paid  the  farmer  for  his  flour,  has  to  wander  over 
the  seas,  from  port  to  port,  to  find  a  market.  Alas! 
that  market  he  too  often  seeks  in  vain.  Suppose 
the  merchant  has  procured,  on  credit,  the  bread- 
stuffs  which  he  vainly  endeavors  to  vend  or  ex- 
change in  foreign  ports.  Unhappy  man  !  W^hat  is 
his  destiny  ?  The  bailiff,  the  dungeon,  a  miserable 
family,  a  broken  heart,  may  teach  us. 

Notwithstanding  all  we  know  of  foreign  na- 
tions, and  their  policy,  which  always  accords  with 
a  system  of  favoritism  in  relation  to  their  own  peo- 
ple, and  to  the  direct  disadvantageof  foreigners,  yet 
nothing  will  satisfy  us  but  the  placing  of  the  citi- 
zen of  our  own  country  and  the  foreigner  on  an 
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Mi 


^entire  equality     From  such  policy,  Good  Lord 
deliver  us! 

In  relation  to  the  opposition  made  against  this 
tariff  upon  the  principle  that  one  part  of  our  coun- 
try is  injured  and  another  benefited,  I,  said  Mr. 
J.,  have  only  to  say,  that,  in  my  deliberate  judg- 
ment, the  whole  is  founded  upon  great,  national, 
and  magnanimous  principles.  Time  will  demon- 
state  its  beneficial  influence  in  every  part  of  the 
country.  Sir,  it  will  draw  the  people  of  these 
States  into  a  closer  union.  It  will  teach  us  to  de- 
pend, under  the  blessing  of  Heaven,  upon  our 
own  vast  resources,  and  will  produce  among  the 
States  a  delightful  and  generous  interchange  of 
commercial  intercourse.  Congress  alone  has  the 
power  to  regulate  the  trade  of  the  States  with 
each  other.  This  duty  has  been  deplorably  ne- 
glected. It  is  high  time  that  we  enter  upon  its 
faithful  discharge. 

The  difl&culty  of  internal  transportation  among 
us  has  been   urged  as  a  reason   why  we  should 
procure  our  iron,  our  hemp,  and  our  merchandise, 
generally,  from  Russia,  from  Sweden,  from  Great 
Britain,  and  other  foreign  parts.    But,  sir,  this  is  an 
additional  argument  with  me  to  protect  home  in- 
dustry and   to   facilitate   intercourse  among  the 
several   States.     We  are   blessed  with   immense 
rivers,  having  their  sources  in  the  interior  of  our 
country,  and  pouring  themselves  into  our  oceans 
from  the  northern  extremity  of  Maine  to  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico.     These  rivers,  in  every  direction, more 
or  less  approach,  and  sometimes,  as  if  to  provoke 
us  to  the  pursuit  of  our  best  policy,  actually  inter- 
lock each  othfr.     If  obstructions  present  them- 
selves, let  us  remove  them.     Where  canals  are 
practicable,  let  them  be  formed.     Where  great 
connecting  communications  are  too  expensive  for 
individual   States,  let  the   Federal  Government 
afford   every  facility  in   its  power.     By  such  a 
course  every  valley  would   be  exalted  and  every 
mountain  and  hill  be  laid  low ;  the  crooked  places 
would   be  made  straight,  and  the  rough   places 
plain.     We  should  feel  and  act  more  than  we  do, 
as  one  great  people.     Sir,  this  nation  is  destined 
to  become  eminent  in  agriculture,  manufactures, 
and  commerce.     In  our  commercial  and  agricul- 
tural  interests  we  already  rank  high — but  a  part 
of  our  population  must  and  will  pass  into  a  manu- 
facturing State.     We  are  bound  to  afford  to  this 
class  of  our  citizens  substantial   protection  and 
aid.      They  must  not  be  left  to  suffer  and  to  per- 
ish.    Your  patronage  will  make  their  movement 
gradual,  pleasant,  and  salutary.     It  will  be  the 
pass-word — Shibboleth — with   which    they   will 
cross  the  waters  of  Jordan  without  impediment ; 
it  will  be  more  ;  it  will  supply  them  with  a  pillar 
of  cloud  by  day  and  of  fire  by  night.     Without 
such  aid  you  introduce  our  infant  manufacturers 
into  the  valley  of  the  shadow  of  death. 

The  subject  is  inexhaustible.  So  much  has 
been  said  in  detail,  that  I  do  not  feel  myself  jus- 
tifiable in  protracting  the  debate.  Yet,  as  the 
motion  is  to  strike  out  the  article  relative  to  the 
protection  which  should  be  given  to  hemp,  I  con- 
sider It  due  to  the  people  whom  I  have  the  honor 
of  representing,  to  claim  that  protection  in  favor 


of  this  production,  which  is  extended  to  other 
great  staples  of  the  United  States.  We  want  no 
focal  advantages,  no  extravagant  support,  no  ex- 
clusive benefits;  but  we  wish  equality  of  rights, 
and  a  system  founded  upon  the  broad  oasis  ot  na- 
tional policy.  In  the  growth  of  this  latter  article, 
it  is  well  known  that  Kentucky  alone  is  not  inter- 
ested. Certainly,  we  raise  it  in  great  abundance. 
We  could  supply  a  large  portion  of  the  United 
States,  had  we  sufficient  encouragement;  but 
many  other  States  have  soil  and  climate  well 
adapted  to  the  culture  of  this  important  staple. 
It  has  been  asserted,  and  not  contradicted,  that 
nine-tenths  of  it  is  imported  from  a  distance  of 
four  thousand  miles  from  Russia ;  when  no  man 
can  deny  that  we  have  soil  in  abundance,  and  of 
the  proper  character,  for  supplying  the  whole  mar- 
ket of  the  United  States.  And  yet,  sir,  shocking 
as  is  the  impolicy  and  absurdity  of  the  measure, 
we  prefer  tne  growth  of  Russian  hemp,  rather 
than  the  encouragement  of  our  own.  Sir,  I  shall 
vote  against  the  motion  to  strike  out  the  duty  on 
foreign  hemp. 

It  is  remarkable,  that  we  should  not  concur  in 
the  course  which  alone  can  give  us  a  home  mar- 
ket, for  the  consumption  of  a  great  staple  of  our 
country,  when  in  foreign  countries  we  either  find 
a  glutted  market,  or  no  market  at  all.  The  truth 
is,  that  we  commenced  a  system  of  supporting 
certain  branches  of  domestic  industry  soon  after 
the  organization  of  the  Federal  Government ;  and, 
in  every  case,  the  protection  has  excluded  foreign 
competition.  By  this  system,  we  have  secured  to 
the  navigating  interest  the  whole  of  the  coasting 
trade,  and  almost  the  whole  of  the  commerce  with 
distant  nations.  The  same  system  has  excluded 
from  our  ports  foreign  snuffs  and  manufactured 
tobacco  ;  giving  a  complete  monopoly  to  the  homo 
market.  It  is  admitted  that  3.500,000  of  our  pop- 
ulation are  interested  in  the  cultivation  of  the  soil, 
for  the  purpose  of  raising  bread,  meat,  and  other 
articles  of  subsistence  ;  yet,  with  few  exceptions, 
the  productions  of  this  great  portion  of  our  people 
are  totally  excluded  from  the  European  markets. 
In  Great  Britain,  as  I  have  already  stated,  they 
are  never  admitted,  excepting  when  that  country 
is  threatened  with  extreme  want  and  starvation. 
Our  great  staples,  flour,  tobacco,  cotton,  rice,  all 
find  glutted  markets,  and  bread;>tuffs  generally  no 
market  at  all.  It  is  well  known  that  cotton  is 
produced  in  the  East  and  West  Indies,  in  South 
America,  and  in  Egypt,  and  exported  thence  to 
Great  Britain  ;  and  that  tobacco  is  the  growth  of 
the  Crimea,  and  many  other  countries.  Sir,  be- 
fore I  sit  down,  allow  me  most  solemnly,  and  in 
the  name  of  the  sacred  honor  and  best  interests  of 
our  country,  to  ask  you  whether,  while  we  meet 
with  the  competition  which  I  have  stated,  in  for- 
eign markets,  it  be  not  our  duty,  and  has  not 
become  high  time  to  secure  the  home  market  to 
ourselves? 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  Virginia,  replied  to  Mr.  John- 
son. He  said  the  object  for  which  our  fathers 
fought  was  to  free  their  children  from  tyranny 
and  oppressive  taxation.  This  protection  of  one 
State  against  another  was  but  a  plan  to  rob  one 


to  enrich  another.  In  relation  to  the  depression 
of  the  surplus  of  our  productions  in  foreign  mar- 
kets, this  bill,  Mr.  T.  said,  was  no  protection 
against  it.  The  price  of  those  commodities  could 
only  be  fixed  by  competition.  The  best  protec- 
tion to  cotton-growers  would  be  to  admit  foreign 
fabrics  freely,  and  thereby  create  a  general  de- 
mand for  the  article.  This  protection  to  our  own 
articles  was  merely  a  tribute  to  capitalists. 

Mr.  Van  Buren  said  that  he  rose  for  the  pur- 
pose of  explanation  only  ;  to  reconcile  his  present 
vote  with  one  he  was  prepared,  and  would,  doubt- 
less, be  called  upon  to  give  on  the  question  under 
consideration.  He  was  in  favor  of  increasing  the 
duty  on  hemp  with  a  view  of  affording  protection 
to  ith  cultivation  in  this  country.  He  was  willing 
to  vote  for  a  liberal  but  reasonable  increase.  The 
one  proposed  by  the  bill  he  thought  was  not  of 
that  character.  The  present  duty  is  thirty  dollars 
a  ton,  the  one  contained  in  the  bill  is  forty-four 
dollars  and  eighty  cents  per  ton,  making  an  in- 
crease of  nearly  fifty  per  centum.  Mr.  V.  B. 
could  not  think  that  the  cultivation  of  the  article 
in  question  required  for  its  protection  so  great  an 
increase  of  the  duty  ;  nor  would  a  due  regard  to 
the  other  great  interests  of  the  country  admit  of 
its  imposition.  If,  therefore  the  motion  of  his 
friend  from  Massachusetts  had  been  to  strike  out 
the  rale  of  increase  for  the  purpose  of  reducing  it 
to  a  reasonable  amount,  Mr.  V.  B.  would  have 
voted  for  it.  But  his  motion  was  not  of  that 
character.  It  was  to  strike  the  duly  on  hemp  out 
of  the  bill,  to  which  he  (Mr.  V.  B.)  was  opposed. 
Whilst,  therefore,  he  would  vote  against  striking 
out,  he  was  prepared  to  reduce  the  duty  contained 
in  the  bill  to  an  amount  which,  in  his  best  judg- 
ment, would  be  ju^t  and  politic. 

Mr.  Talbot,  of  Kentucky,  addressed  the  Sen- 
ate as  follows  : 

I  rise  with  much  hesitation  to  make  a  few  re- 
uiarks  on  the  question  before  the  Senate,  prompt- 
ed by  the  strongest  sense  of  its  vital  interest  to 
the  happiness  and  permanent  prosperity,  not  only 
to  the  State  whose  interests  I  have  the  honor  in 
part  to  represent,  but  to  a  large  portion  of  the  good 
people  of  the  United  States.  Why  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Massachusett»,  who  has  made  this 
motion,  has  chosen,  through  tlie  whole  course  of 
his  remarks,  to  represent  the  duty  imposed  on  this 
article  as  a  Kentucky  measure — as  one  in  which 
she  alone  was  interested,  I  am  not  able  lo  conjec- 
ture. He  surely  cannot  be  ignorant  that,  what- 
ever interest  the  representatives  of  that  State  may 
have  taken,  or  witii  whatever  zeal  or  warmth  they 
may  have  advocated  or  embraced  this  measure  of 
the  profoundest  interest  to  this  country,  in  a  na- 
tional point  of  view,  that  it  is  not  the  sentiment 
of  the  love  we  bear  for  our  State  alone,  or  the 
regard  we  entertain  for  that  great  and  interesting 
."lection  of  the  Union  from  which  we  come,  that 
has  dictated  our  opinion,  or  the  course  we  have 
pursued,  or  the  warm  sentiments  of  zeal  with  ' 
which  we  advocate,  or  desire  to  see  it  adopted 
by  the  councils  of  the  nation.  [Here  Mr.  Lloyd 
explained,  by  observing  that  he  had  not,  in  the 
course  of  his  remarks,  alluded  to  the  State  of 


Kentucky  in  any  other  sense,  or  with  any^ther 
view,  than  that  of  personifying  that  portion  of 
the  Union  which  was  more  immediately  interest- 
ed in  the  cultivation  of  the  article  under  consid- 
eration.] Mr.  T.  proceeded  :  I  am  entirely  at  a 
loss,  Mr.  President,  to  comprehend  the  application 
of  the  course  of  remark,  or  the  historical  details 
in  which  ihe  honorable  gentleman  has  indulged 
himself,  in  relation  to  the  embarrassments  of  the 
people  of  Massachusetts,  at  a  period  so  remote  as 
that  to  which  he  alluded,  (that  immediately  suc- 
ceeding the  Revolution  ;)  of  the  debts  contracted  ; 
of  the  replevin  laws,  and  other  dilatory  measures 
adopted  by  the  government  of  that  State,  to  sus- 
pend, evade,  or  delay  their  payment ;  of  the  in- 
surrection of  the  quiet  and  sober  people  of  that 
pious  and  moral  State,  or  of  the  prompt  and  de- 
cisive measures  adopted  for  the  suppression  of 
ihif  insurrection,  by  the  aid  of  military  force,  the 
promptness  of  its  application,  or  its  complete  suc- 
cess. As  the  honorable  gentleman  has  made  no 
application  of  this  valuable  historical  sketch,  I 
shall  not  detain  the  Senate  in  conjectures  of  what 
might  have  been  insinuated  ;  leaving  to  the  good 
people  of  Massachusetts,  for  their  own  instruction, 
the  valuable  monitory  bints  which  the  honorable 
gentleman  may  have  intended  to  convey  from 
this  retrospect  of  past  errors  and  aberrations  from 
the  path  of  wisdom  or  of  duty.  It  is  true  that 
the  State  of  Kentucky,  with  some  of  her  sisters 
of  the  West,  has,  for  some  years  past,  been  labor- 
ing under  the  pressure  of  great  embarrassments, 
resulting  not  from  a  defect  of  industry,  in  the  cul- 
tivation of  ;he  fertile  and  productive  soils  with 
which  Providence,  in  its  kindness,  had  provided, 
and  in  which  a  happy  destiny,  had  placed  them. 
They  are  to  be  ascribed  to  habits  of  too  free  and 
profuse  expenditure,  into  which  they  had  been 
thoughtlessly  induced,  by  the  seductive  tempta- 
tions held  out  to  them  by  their  Eastern  brethren 
of  the  Atlantic  commercial  cities;  into  the  pur- 
chase of  their  imported  luxuries,  and  the  unlim- 
ited credits  with  which  they  were  indulged  for 
the  payment  of  them,  relying  on  the  fruits  of 
their  industry,  bestowed  on  one  of  the  most  fertile 
soils  on  earth,  blessed  with  the  smiles  of  Provi- 
dence for  the  fulfilment,  with  good  faith,  of  en- 
gagements thus  imprudently  made.  These  en- 
gagements would  have  been  as  faithfully  fulfilled 
had  the  providence  and  wisdom  of  the  councils  of 
the  nation  interposed  in  furnishing  protection; 
and,  by  that  protection,  afforded  markets  for  the 
productive  fruits  of  their  industry  and  their  labor. 
This  IS  but  a  faint  and  feeble  sketch,  Mr.  Pres- 
ident, of  the  general  and  leading  causes  which  have 
led,  within  the  few  latter  years  of  our  history,  not 
only  to  the  embarrassments  and  distresses  of  the 
Western,  but  almost  of  every  other  portion  of  the 
interior  sections  of  the  Union,  (the  great  mercan- 
tile cities  of  our  Atlantic  seacoast  excepted.)  And, 
in  this  distress,  wiih  the  progressive  depreciation 
in  the  price  of  property  of  all  descriptions,  result- 
ing from  the  want  of  a  sound  circulating  medium, 
and  the  deficiency  of  foreign  markets  for  the  agri- 
cultural productions  of  the  industry  of  the  coun- 
try, is  the  wisdom,  as  well  as  the  justice,  of  the 
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councils  of  the  nation,  invoked  by  a  much  suf-  j  these  States,  tends  not  only  todiminish  the  profits 
fering  community,  for  some  measure  of  redress  :  of  our  cultivation,  by  increased  competition  in 
for  such  accumulated  evils.  And  is  there  none  j  the  markets,  but  so  to  overstock  it  as  to  annihilate 
within  the  competency  of  legislation  to  afiord  ?  entirely  the  profits  of  ihe  cultivation,  to  draw  us 
Can,  or  will  the  General  Government  afford  no  ;  from  tlie  cultivation,  and  to  overwhelm,  in  irrem- 
adeq'uate  relief,  by  the  eiten>ion  of  protecting  du- ,  ediable  ruin,  those  portionsofour  population  whose 
ties  on  the  importation  of  the  productions  of  a^ri- 1  prosperity  essentially  depends  upon  this  staple 
culture  and  the  manufacturing  industry  of  foreign  ;  article. 

nations  to  the  disire.sses  of  our  own?  To  these  \  If  these  facts  are  recognised  on  all  sides,  and 
questions,  the  opponents  of  this  bill,  the  advocates  acknowledged  by  these  cultivators  themselves,  the 
of  the  present  motion,  give  an  unqualified  and  un- ,  violent  opposers  of  this  bill,  does   it  not  behoove 

Nay,  they  argue  most  stren-  \  them  to  pause,  and  consider  well  whether  they 


hesitating  negative 

uousiy  against  all  impositions  of  duties  on  iinporia- 
tions,  laid  with  a  view,  or  on  the  principle,  of  the 
protection  of  our  domestic  industry.  Arguments, 
embracing  within  the  scope  of  their  operation  and 
tendency,  not  only  the  increased  duties  proposed 
by  the  present  bill,  but  all  other  duties  which  can 
be  proposed,  or  which  have  heretofore,  at  any  pe- 


themselves  have  not  a  common  interest  with  every 
portion  of  this  Union  in  the  encouragement  of 
domestic  manufactures,  to  increase  and  extend 
the  home  market  for  this  staple  article,  by  which 
the  domestic  consumption  of  the  country  will  in- 
crease and  extend,  not  only  the  domestic  manu- 
facture, but  the  consumption  of  this  raw  material. 


riod  been  imposed  with  a  view  to  such  protection  ;  :  the  uses  of  which  are  so  rapidly  extending  them- 
with  what  propriety  or  consistency,  a  brief  >ketch,    selves  through  all  classes  of  society  ? 


a  hasty  glance  at  such  duties  as   have  been   im 
posed  with  this  view,  will  'be  apparent. 

Among  the  most  prominent  of  the  articles  of 


But  it  is  objected,  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
who  moves  to  strike  out  this  item  in  the  bill,  that 
this   article  of   hemp  cannot    be   produced    and 


agricultural  growth,  which,  at  the  very  commence-  i  dressed  in  such  manner  and  in  such  quality  as  to 
menlof  our  present  Government,  under  our  happy  j  ahswer  for   the  purpose  of  rigging  our  merchant 
Constitution,  received  this  Governmental  aid,  are    vessels;  that,  whatever  may  be  the  quality  or  ca- 
those  of  cotton,  the  manufactures  of  tobacco  and  |  pacity  of  the  soil  for  its  production,  the  length  of 
sugar — the  last  of  which  articles,  although  not  ;  the  days,  with  the  great  warmth  of  the  sun,  in 
grown  at  the  period  of  the  adoption  of  this  duty,  j  those  parts  of  Rus.sia  where  this  article  is  culti- 
and  therefore  not  within  the  scope  of  that  protec- 1  vatcd,  in  which  the  sun  is  twenty-two  hours  above 
tion  intended  to  be  afforded  to  the  others,  has,  in  i  the  horizon,  is  essential  to  the  successful  water- 
effect,  received  all  that  protection  and  fostering  |  rotting  of  hemp,  the  only  mode  of  preparing  and 
care  of  the  Government  in  the  perpetuation  of  this    curing  this  article  which  can  fit  and  prepare  it  for 
duty,  which  it  could  have  done  had  it  been  within  '  the  rigging  of  vessels ;  that  the  cliinate  of  Ken- 
the  view  of  the  policy  which  dictated  those  duties  ]  tucky,  unsuiiable  for  this  purpose,  with  the  situa- 
on  cotton  and  tobacco.    The  continuance  of  such    tion  of  its  rivers,  deeply  imbedded,  and  flowing  at 
duly  since  the  period  of  its  adoption,  with  so  much    great  depths  below  the  surface  of  the  earth,  with 
success  to  a  portion  of  our  acquired  territory  of}  the  fcetid  odor  which  exhales  during  this  process 
Louisiana,  IS  founded   upon   the  same  considera-    of  water-rotting,  forbid   all  just  expectation  that 
tionsof  a  wise  and  enlightened  policy,  which  gave  ',  Kentupky  could  ever  produce,  even  with  the  pro- 
birth  to  the  coequal  imposition  on  those  of  tobacco  ;  tection  of  this  bill,  this  article,  of  proper  quality 
and  cotton,  and  entitles  the  other  portions  of  the  i  for  the  use  of  our  marine  or  navy, 
community,  who  do  not  participate  in  this  rich  |      These  objections,  Mr.  President,  however  spe- 
and  valuable  production,  to  ask  and  expect  from  |  cious,  are  founded  in  mistakes  and  misconceptions, 
the  growers  of  this,  with   the  other  enumerated    as  regards  the  capacity  of  the  soil  and  climate  of 
articles,  the  same  return  of  reciprocal  good  will,  !  our  country,  compared  with  those  of  Russia,  as 
and  a  participation  in  the  same  advantages,  by  an    well  as  in  the  capacities,  the  qualities,  and  resour- 
extension  of  adequate  protection  in  the  cultivation  ■  ces,  of  our  countrymen,  to  surmount  any  real  diffi- 
of  other  agricultural  productions  peculiar   to  the    cullies  which    may   present  themselves.     As  re- 
other  portions  of  our  extensive  and   diversified    spects  the  first,  nature  has  not  been  so  niggard  of 
soils  and  climates.     That  there  i?  great   distress    her  gifts  as  the  observations  of  the  honorable  gen- 
prevailing  in  the  agricultural  classes  of  society,  '  tleman  would  imply;  for,  I  am  still  to  learn,  sir, 
not  only  of  the  interior  and  Western  States,  but    if,  indeed,  the  fact  be  so,  that  the  country  of  the 
even  in  those  of  the  Southern,  heretofore  engaged     Ukraine,  though   blessed  with   a  fertile  soil  and 
in  a  most  profitable  cultivation  ;  that  the  foreign    auspicious  clime,  well  adapted  to  the  successful 
markets  are  glutted  with  the  article  of  cotton,  the    cultivation    of  this    important  staple,    and   from 
result  of  which  has  been  a  continued  and  alarm-  '.  which  the  importations  of  our  foreign  hemp  are 
ing  depression  in  the  price  of  this  article  ;  that  the  i  made,  is  endowed  with   any  happy  peculiarities 
increased   production  of  cotton,  by  its  successful  i  for  this  purpose,  with  which  the  same  munificent 
introduction  in  the  Brazils,  and  in  other  portions  '  and    Almighty    hand    has    not    spread    its   equal 
of  the  recently  emancipated  provinces  of  South    blessings  on   our   Western   climes;  although  the 
America,  the  luxuriant  fertility  of  which,  com-  ,  hand  of  industry  and  successful  cultivation  has  as 
bined  with  the  more  auspicious  and  favored  cli-    yet  developed,  but  in  a  comparatively  small  de- 
mates  of  our  globe,  by  increasing  the  competition    gree,  the   capacities   which    they   present   to  the 
umongst  the  growers  of  this  valuable  staple  in    hand  of  industry,  of  labor,  and  of  art,  under  the 
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cultivation   of  her   hardy  and   industrious  sons. 
And  permit  me  to  correct  a  mistake  into  which 
the  limited  information  of  the  honorable  gentle-  I 
man,  iu  relation  to  the  topography  of  Kentucky,  I 
has  betrayed  him;  for,  though  it  is  true  that  tlie  j 
river  Kentucky,  from  which  our  Slate  derives  its  | 
name,  is  sunk  from  two  to  three  hundred  feet  be-  \ 
low  the  level  of  the  adjacent  land;  the  channel  i 
being  lined    in    many  parLs  with   white   marble  i 
cliSij  beautiful  and   romantic   in  a  high  degree;  | 
yet,  it  is  equally  true,  and  equally  known  to  all  i 
who  have  any  knowledge  of  the  face  and  aspect 
of  our  State,  that,  in  this  extraordinary  tract,  this 
river  is  peculiar  there,  and  that  not  only  the  rivers, 
but  creeks,  rills,  and  branches,  from  which  sup- 
plies of  water  are  to   be  collected  in  dams  and 
ponds,  which,  combined  with  the  Summer  sun, 
which    remains   above  the    horizon    only   fifteen 
hours  in  our  happy  clime,  is  believed  to  be  quite 
sufficient  to  produce  the  effect  desired,  such  par- 
tial decomposition  of  the  vegetable  gluten  of  this 
important  staple  as  fits  it  for  the  brake,  and  which, 
with  the  proper  dressing,  will  produce  the  article 
possessed   of  all   the  properties  requisite  for  the 
manufacturing,  not  only  the  cable,  and  other  rig- 
ging, but  sails  for  our  merchant  vessels,  etjual  to 
even  that  of  Russia,  or  any  other  portion  of  the 
globe. 

But  gentlemen  speak  of  the  capacity  of  the  re- 
gions in  which  this  article  can  be  cultivated  with 
;iuccess,  as  totally  incompetent,  in  any  reasonable 
degree,  to  supply  the  demand  for  our  domestic 
market,  and  urge,  in  lamentable  and  desponding 
strains,  the  oppression,  hardship,  and  distress,  to 
which  those  engaged  in  the  foreign  commerce 
will  be  exposed,  by  being  compelled  to  pay  this 
enormous  duly  on  Russia  hemp.  And,  to  give  a 
darker  shade  to  the  coloring  in  which  this  oppres- 
sion and  distress  is  drawn,  they  represent  this  im- 
portant interest  in  the  nation,  not  only  in  a  state 
of  suffering  and  distress,  but  in  the  very  throes  of 
expiring  agony,  sinking  under  the  neglect,  if  not 
expiring  under  the  oppression,  of  governmental 
regulation. 

That  this  interest  is  oneof  immense  importance 
to  the  prosperity,  the  welfare,  and  greatness  of 
the  country,  will  be  denied  by  none;  but,  that  it 
has  been  permitted  to  suffer,  to  languish,  or  decay, 
by  the  neglect,  or  been  oppressed  by  any  acts  of 
impolicy  or  injustice  of  the  Government,  is  une- 
quivocally denied.  By  what  acts  of  legislation 
has  this  interest  been  oppressed  ?  Not  one  has 
been  pointed  out,  or  even  hinted  at,  by  the  oppo- 
nents of  the  present  bill.  What  acts  of  legisla- 
tion, within  the  competency  of  the  National  Grov- 
ernment,  have  not  been  passed  for  the  encourage- 
ment, extension,  and  prosperity  of  the  commerce 
and  navigating  interest  of  these  States?  Have 
not  the  acts  regulating  the  coasting  trade  secured 
to  the  shipping  interest  a  complete  and  exclusive 
monopoly  of  that  extensive  and  valuable  portion 
of  the  navigation  embraced  in  the  interests  of  in- 
ternal commerce  7  a  commerce  which,  from  the 
vast  extent  of  our  territories,  the  diversity  of  soils, 
and  climates,  and  productions;  the  agricultural 
and  manufacturing  industry  of  part  ministering  to 


the  wants,  the  comforts,  and  enjoyments  of  the 
other;  and  thus  furnishing,  at  present,  and  des- 
tined to  furnish,  in  ages  yet  to  come,  a  commer- 
cial intercourse  between  these  Stales  unknown 
and  unparalleled  in  the  history  of  the  world.  Are 
not  the  various  navigation  acts  conferring  exclu- 
sive advantages  on  American  built  and  American 
owned  ships  modelled  upon  the  famous  navigation 
laws  of  England,  built  up  and  cherished  by  the 
wisdom  of  successive  ages?  Are  these  nothing? 
Do  the  laws  imposing  discriminating  duties  on  the 
tonnage  of  foreign  vessels,  in  favor  of  the  naviga- 
tion and  im[>ortation  of  merchandise  from  abroad, 
insure  no  advantage  to  the  owners  of  American 
vessels?  And  with  what  view,  and  for  whose 
advantage,  have  the  various  measures  of  restric- 
tion, adopted  by  the  American  Government  for 
ihe  purpose  of  countervailing  the  unjust  regula- 
tions imposed  by  foreign  Goveniments,  been  in- 
troduced ?  And  have  not  the  ship  owners  of  our 
own  country,  at  least,  participated  in  all  the  ad- 
vantages received  or  anticipated  by  the  introduc- 
tion of  those  measures  ?  But  a  ready  answer  can 
be  given  to  all  these  questions.  And  that  answer 
ought,  at  once  and  forever,  to  put  to  silence  these 
untbunded  imputations.  But  does  this  brief  and 
hasty  enumeration  of  laws,  passed  for  the  avowed 
and  express  purpose  of  the  encouragement  and 
protection  of  our  shipping  interest,  embrace  the 
whole?  No.  What  ^as  the  great  and  primary 
object  and  policy  of  the  American  Government 
in  rearing  up  a  Naval  Establishment,  upon  a  great 
and  extended  scale,  built  and  maintained  at  such 
great  expenditure  of  the  treasure  of  the  nation? 
In  part,  to  be  sure,  for  the  protection  of  our  sea- 
coast  from  the  danger  of  invasion  by  foreign  ene- 
mies— a  danger  future  and  contingent,  and  not 
greatly  to  be  .apprehended  by  a  Government  like 
our  own,  pacific,  and  essentially  so  in  its  very 
principles  and  organization — but  constituting  a 
species  of  force,  at  all  times  of  the  highest  use  and 
importance,  in  the  protection  of  our  foreign  com- 
merce from  the  piracies  and  robberies  of  professed 
depredators  on  tne  peaceful  commerce  of  all  the 
world,  as  well  as  from  the  rival  pretensions  and 
evident  usurpations  of  civilized  and  social  man. 

For  whose  especial  protection  and  advantage 
are  the  extensive  chains  of  fortifications  on  the 
widely  extended  line  of  your  Atlantic  seacoast,  if 
not  for  the  possessions  on  land  as  well  as  of  the 
commerce  floating  on  the  ocean  from  the  Atlantic 
ports?  And  have  the  citizens  of  your  interior  or 
Western  States  any  direct  interest,  at  least  in 
comparison  with  those  of  the  inhabitants  of  these 
Atlantic  States,  in  rearing  and  maintaining  these 
great  establishments?  And  yet  has  any  of  these 
States  complained  of  these  expenditures  as  bur- 
densome or  unjust  towards  them?  Nay,  have 
they  not  with  cheerfulness,  cordiality,  and  even 
zeal,  contributed,  not  only  their  money,  but,  when 
called  on  by  the  voice  of  honor  and  of  patriotism, 
lavished  their  blood  as  well  as  treasure  in  the  de- 
fence of  the  nation's  rights,  outraged  in  its  com- 
mercial rights  on  the  ocean  by  the  insolence  and 
injustice  of  a  foreign  nation  ? 

But  let  me  not  be  misunderstood  in  the  course 
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of  ihe  remarks  in  which  I  have  indoiged  myself, 
iQ  reply  to  the  honorable  gentlemen  who  have 
uttered  their  complaints  of  tne  threatened  ruin  of 
our  foreign  commerce,  and  who  would  impute 
such  ruin  to  the  neglect  of  this  important  interest 
of  the  nation,  on  the  part  of  its  Governmenl, 
whose  duty  it  is  to  look  with  an  impartial  eye, 
and  to  attend  with  impartial  care,  to  all  the  wide- 
spread intere>ts  of  its  people — a  principle  which 
the  friends  of  this  bill  not  only  recognise,  but  the 
application  of  which  they  specially  invoke  to  our 
aid  in  the  adoption  of  the  present  measures,  the 
main  scope  and  object  of  which  they  aver  to  be 
the  protection  of  the  first  and  dearest  interest  of 
every  independent  nation — the  encouragement 
and  protection  of  the  domestic  industry  of  the 
country,  as  applied  to  its  agriculture  and  manu- 
factures, on  the  perfection  of  which  so  much  of 
the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  its  citizens  must 
always  depend. 

Bui  to  ascertain  whether  those  engaged  in  for- 
eign commerce  are  to  be  injuriously  adected  by 
the  encouragement  of  domestic  manufactures, 
which  IS  held  out  m  the  present  bill,  it  is  proper 
to  understand  in  what  foreign  commerce  consists, 
and  on  what  its  existence  and  success  depend.  Is 
it  more  or  less  than  an  exchange  of  the  surplus 
"productions  of  the  respective  labors  of  our  own, 
for  those  of  foreign  countries  ?  I  speak  not  of  the 
carrying  trade  of  the  commerce  of  other  nations, 
which  every  State  engrosses  to  itself  in  time  of 
peace.  If  foreign  commerce,  therefore,  consists 
in  this  exchange  of  our  own,  for  tne  commodities 
of  other  nations,  to  what  extent  can  this  com- 
merce be  carried  on  ?  And  are  not  its  limits  to 
be  found  in  the  number,  value,  and  amount,  of  the 
productions  of  your  own  home  industry,  which  is 
the  extent  (to  speak  in  general  terms)  of  your 
means  of  acquiring,  by  this  commerce  of  ex- 
changes with  foreign  nations,  the  surplus  of  their 
productive  labor  ?  And  if  it  is,  what,  I  ask,  em- 
phatically, of  those  who  represent  the  interests  of 
the  foreign  merchants  here,  is  the  true  interest  of 
those  concerned  in  navigation  and  foreign  trade  ? 
And  if  it  is  not  by  offering  incentives,  by  holding 
out  inducements  to  our  citizens  to  embark  in  new 
and  profitable  branches  of  manufactures,  and  to 
approach  in  some  degree  towards  perfecting  of 
those  now  begun — thus,  by  increasing  the  number 
and  value  of  our  commodities,  for  which  a  de- 
mand may  be  found  in  foreign  markets  (or  even 
in  our  own)  to  increase  and  multiply  the  business 
of  profitable  exchange;  and  thus  give  new  and 
additional  employment  for  the  mercantile  classes, 
in  effecting  the  exchanges  of  such  new  commo- 
dities, to  increase  and  extend  the  navigation  and 
commerce  of  our  country  with  other  nations,  for 
the  accommodation,  and  to  the  mutual  profit  and 
advantage  of  all  concerned. 

To  honorable  gentlemen  who  represent  a  por- 
tion of  the  agricultural  interests,  which  are  con- 
cerned in  the  cultivation  of  the  great  and  import- 
ant staples  of  cotton  and  tobacco,  are  there  not 
arguments  to  be  drawn  from  recent  experience, 
combined  with  the  immediate  prosperity  of  the 
future,  which  ought  to  admonish  them  of  the  fatal 


effects  which  have  and  must  result  from  the  pol- 
icy heretofore  pursued,  and  to  induce  them  to  lend 
their  suffrages  and  their  aid  in  the  adoption  of 
the  measures  proposed  by  the  present  bill  ?  To 
the  cultivators  of  cotton,  is  it  necessary  to  urge 
what  they  themselves  admit — that  the  profits  of 
this  cultivation,  formerly  so  productive,  have  not 
only  decreased  within  the  few  past  years,  but  at 
the  present  prices,  has  ceased  to  yield  any  profit 
whatever,  on  the  capitals  employed  in  its  cultiva- 
tion ?  Let  me  invite  them  to  a  retrospect  of  some 
five  or  six  years  past,  and  leave  to  their  own  se- 
rious reflections  the  melancholy  prospects  which 
It  holds  out  to  their  future  contemplation  on  this, 
to  them,  most  interesting  topic.  Does  not  the 
history  of  this  trade,  for  the  last  seven  years,  de- 
monstrate that,  with  the  increased  extent  of  ex- 
portation of  some  30,000,000  pounds  of  cotton  in 
the  year  1822,  beyond  that  of  the  preceding  year, 
the  English  markets  for  this  article  became  so 
overstocked  as  to  reduce  the  price  to  the  loss  of 
several  millions  to  the  exporters — thus  exhibiting 
the  melancholy  fact  of  the  increase  of  cultivation, 
of  industry,  labor,  and  capital,  bestowed  on  the 
cultivation,  resulting  in  diminished  profit,  if  not 
ruin,  to  the  planters,  as  well  as  to  the  exporters ; 
and  ultimately,  in  a  national  point  of  view,  in 
poverty  and  ruin  to  the  country  ?  Is  there  no 
remedy  for  this  actual  as  well  as  anticipated  evil, 
to  spring  from  the  causes  which  have  been  enu- 
merated ?  And  where  is  such  remedy  to  be  found, 
if  it  is  not  in  the  policy  which  has  given  birth  to 
the  measure  now  under  consideration  ?  And  that 
is,  to  improve  the  condition  of  the  agriculturist, 
by  affording  an  increase  of  the  home  market,  by 
increasing  the  domestic  manufacture  of  this  raw 
material.  This  will  extend  the  market,  and  the 
demand  for  the  commodity  ;  and  thus  relieve  the 
planter  from  the  present  pressure,  arising  from  in- 
suflScient  or  glutted  markets,  by  the  consumption 
of  their  productions,  by  the  persons  thus  profitably 
employed  in  manufacturing  establishments,  who 
must  be  ted  and  supported  by  the  labors  of  the 
cultivator. 

To  the  sections  of  our  country  engaged  in  the 
cultivation  of  tobacco,  the  same  arguments  apply, 
with  accumulated  force.  And  in  this  article  the 
State  from  which  I  come,  and  which  I  have  the 
honor  in  part  to  represent,  have  an  interest  in 
common  with  our  brethren  of  Virginia,  Mary- 
land, and  North  Carolina.  The  total  of  the  Eu- 
ropean demand  for  this  great  staple  of  the  indus- 
try of  these  States,  is  60,000  to  70,000  hogsheads 
per  annum.  A  quantity  so  far  from  affording 
encouragement  for  the  cultivation  of  the  article, 
or  competition  in  the  foreign  market,  I  will  ven- 
ture to  affirm  the  lab<fr  and  industry  of  Kentucky, 
were  an  adequate  inducement  offered,  would,  with- 
out a  very  extraordinary  effort,  furnish  in  any 
given  year.  As  a  decisive  jproof  that  this  limited 
and  insufficient  market  is  overstocked,  not  only 
the  low  price  of  the  article,  of  the  ordinary  quali- 
ties, in  the  foreign  as  well  as  the  domestic  market, 
of  which  we  are  all  melancholy  witnesses,  but  the 
intelligence  from  abroad,  that  the  markets  of  Lon- 
don, Amsterdam,  and  Rotterdam,  to  wliich  this 


article  is  transported  from  our  own  ports,  are  not 
only  overstocked,  but  supplied,  upon  an  average 
of  something  like  one  year's  supply,  in  anticipa- 
tion. So  that  even  the  exporters  of  the  last  year's 
crop  have  no  prospect  of  obtaining  a  market  at 
even  the  lowest  price. 

To  the  cultivators  of  wheat,  or  the  manufacturer 
of  flour  and  of  other  breadstuffs,  no  better  prospect 
of  a  profitable  market  presents  itself;  but  one,  still 
more  melancholy,  if  possible,  of  future  profitable 
market,  or  even  any  market,  for  these  articles, 
which  were  at  one  time,  (when  the  armies  of  all 
Europe  were  to  be  fed  by  neutral  America,)  the 
great  and  preferable  staples  of  some  of  the  Northern 
and  Middle,  and  even  of  the  Western  States. 
Most  of  the  kingdoms  of  commercial  Europe  now 
cultivate  the  whole  or  greater  portion  of  tfiese  ar- 
ticles, which  are  required  for  the  support  of  their  re- 
spective population;  and  England,  a  country  which, 
under  the  influenceof  a  system  of  liberal  exchanges, 
on  terms  of  mutual  advantage,  should  have  fur- 
nished a  market  for  all  the  surplus  of  these  articles, 
by  the  monopoly  in  favor  of  her  own  domestic 
agriculture,  has,  by  the  operation  of  her  corn  laws, 
excluded  them  from  her  ports.  A  system  of  ex- 
clusion so  rigid,  as  not  to  admit  of  relaxation,  ex- 
cept when  the  prospect  of  scanty  and  insufficient 
crops  at  home  presents  to  her  numerous  popula- 
tion the  horrors  of  famine,  or  the  picture  of  distress 
so  immediate  and  alarming,  as  to  admit  of  no  al- 
ternative. 

With  prospects  soappalling  to  the  future  eflorts 
of  the  industrious  and  laboring  farmer  and  the 
enterprising  merchant ;  with  no  prospect  of  re- 
muneration for  the  labors  of  the  one,  or  the  enter- 
prises of  the  other  ;  whither  shall  we  turn,  Mr. 
President,  for  consolation  or  redress  ?  If  it  is  not 
to  be  found  in  the  n>easure  before  us,  will  the  op- 
ponents of  the  bill  point  out  some  other  which 
can  rouse  our  desponding  countrymen  from  the 
torpor  into  which  these  discouraging  prospects 
have  plunged  them  ?  Which  can  nerve  the  arm 
of  the  farmer;  and  revive  the  drooping  spirits  of 
the  manufacturer?     It  behooves  them  to  answer. 

But  to  return  to  the  article  immediately  under 
the  consideration  of  the  Senate.  It  is  conceded  to 
honorable  gentlemen,  who  advocate  the  motion  to 
strike  the  proposed  duty  imposed  on  foreign  hemp 
from  this  bill,  that  the  duty  imposed  on  this  article 
by  the  act  of  1816,  which  is  thirty  dollars  per  ton, 
was  of  itself  sufficiently  onerous  on  the  ship  build- 
ers, who  were  obliged  to  employ  large  quantities 
of  It  in  the  rigging  and  equipping  of  their  vessels. 
A  supply  to  which  the  hemp  growers  in  the  Uni- 
ted States,areentirely  incompetent;  that  the  article 
cannot  be  produced  in  Kentucky  or  the  other 
Western  States,  of  the  proper  quality  essential  in 
the  manufacture  of  cables,  sail-cloth,  and  the  other 
rigging  for  a  vessel ;  that  the  protection  enjoyed 
under  the  act  of  1816,  was  altogether  sufficient  to 
have  called  the  industry  and  energies  of  the  citi- 
zens of  these  Slates  into  complete  and  active  op- 
eration ;  and  had  tested  and  ascertained  the  total 
incompetency  of  the  Western  States  to  engage 
with  success  in  this  cultivation. 

Were  these  objections  bottomed  on  sufficient 
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data,  well  ascertained  to  warrant  the  inferences 
thus  rashly  and  hastily  drawn,  from  this  hasty  and 
superficial  view  of  the  question,  it  would  afford 
!  matter  for  the  most  melancholy  reflection  and  direful 
j  foreboding  to  the  future  prospects  of  the  people  of 
I  this  interesting  portion  of  the  Union.     If  it  were 
true,  indeed,  that  the  beneficence  of  a  kind  and 
bountiful  Providence  has  pinced  them  in  the  West 
and   middle  regions  of  this  immense  continent; 
blessed  with  a  soil  fertile  and  luxuriant,  perhaps 
beyond  that  of  any  other  of  equal  extent  on  the 
!  surface  of  the  globe, — if  this  ariicle  of  production, 
I  of  all  others,  requires  the  aids  which  such  soils 
I  alone  can  furnish,  and  to  the  perfection  of  which 
I  such  climates  are  most  happily  adapted,  what  cause 
j  is  thereto  despair  of  success,  in  producing  most  am- 
j  pie  supplies  ?     But,  not  only  does  this  view  of  our 
j  country,  in  her  gifts  of  soil  and  climate,  refute  the 
bold  and  unauthorized  assumption,  as  well  as  the 
I  uncharitable  and  unauthorized  conclusion,  butex- 
j  perience,  though  a  brief  one,  furnished  by  the  last 
I  war,  of  thr^e  years'  duration,  adds  the  testimony 
'  of  her  unerring  dictates  to  refute  such  reasoning. 
A  period  during  which,  short  as  it  was,  exhibited 
in  the  State  of  Kentucky,  under  the  influence  of 
the  double  duties  imposed  du#ing  its  continuance, 
united  wit^  the  other  embarrassments  in  our  com- 
raercialin^ercourse  with  foreign  nations,  contrib- 
uted to  produce  a  rapid  and  successful  increase, 
not  only  in  the  cultivation  of  the  raw  material, 
but  in  the  manufacture  of  the  coarser  kinds,  such 
as  twine  or  spun-yarns,  bagging,  and  bale  rope,  to 
a  great   and   profitable  extent;  tending  greatly  to 
the  increase,  not  only  of  the  industrious  labors  of 
the  farmer  and  manufacturer  of  the  State  itself, 
but  of  our  neighbors ;  furnishing  a  mutually  profit- 
able commercial  barter  of  these  commodities,  for 
those  which  they  could  furnish  us  in  exchange. 
But,  with  the  return  of  peace,  the  smiles  of  which 
brought  happiness  and  prosperity — the  usual  con- 
comitants of  its  happy  reign,  to  most  of  the  other 
regions  of  our  Union  ;  with  the  cessation  of  these 
double  duties  came  ruin  and  destruction  to  this 
young  but  rapidly^  increasing  cultivation,  and  to 
these  manufactures,  which  time  had  not  yet  suf- 
ficed to  bring  to  maturity  or  perfection  ;  and  these 
flourishing  manufactures,  our  ropewalks,  our  fac- 
tories for  cotton  bagging,  bale  rope,  and  twine, 
vanished  like  the  baseless  fabric  of  a  vision,  leav- 
ing but  the  wrecks  behind,  over  which  the  owner 
was  left  to  mourn.     That  this  cultivation,  and 
the  manufacture  of  the  raw  material,  have  eyer 
since  languished  and  declined,  will  not  be  denied, 
and  the  causes  of  both  have  been  explained^ 

And  who  will  infer  from  this  a  total  inca^city 
in  the  country,  in  the  soil,  or  the  climate;  or  those 
who  inhabit  the  one  or  the  other,  to  bring  them  to 
a  degree  of  perfection  which  will  afford  the  most 
ample  supplies,  to  suffice,  at  no  distant  day,  for  the 
domestic  supply  of  this  raw  material  of  hemp,  ade- 
quate to  the  demand  of  our  people;  but  for  the 
equipment  of  the  vessels  engaged  in  our  merchant 
service,  as  well  as  for  the  Navy  of  the  United 
States?  But  it  is  because  the  cultivation  is  not 
yet  well  established  ;  and  because  the  manufacture 
of  the  article  is  yet  comparatively  in  its  infant 
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state,  that  ji  requires  the  protection  and  the  fos- 
tering band  of  a  parental  government,  to  bring  it 
into  i>ucces2iful  operation.  It  is  because,  in  a  land 
of  liberty  like  ours,  where  every  citizen  has  an 
unbounded  range  in  his  choice  of  occupation  ; 
where,  of  consequence,  the  force  of  habit,  and  even 
prejudice,  in  relation  to  these  pursuits,  is  so  invet- 
erate and  unyielding,  that  the  gently[guiding  hand 
of  a  parental  government  should  interfere,  to  efleci 
that  gradual  change  from  an  unprofitable  pursuit 
to  one  that  is  gainful.  This  an  arbitrary  govern- 
ment, like  that  of  Rus.><ia,  can  produce  at  once; 
an  imperial  ukase  can  convert  every  peasant  and 
serf  in  the  Ukraine,  a5  by  the  touch  of  an  enchant- 
er's wand,  into  a  grower  of  hemp ;  and  every  sub- 
ject, where  each  subject  is  a  slave,  into  a  spinner 
or  weaver  of  this  article  into  Russia  duck  or  Rus- 
sia sheetings.  This  is  the  liberal  policy  of  a  wise 
and  enlightened  government,  Mr,  President;  and 
it  is  upon  this  principle,  just  and  politic  as  it  is 
Jiberal  and  enlightened,  on  which  this  bill  is 
framed  and  supported  by  its  advocates;  not  upon 
the  local  selfish  views  of  sectional  policy,  dictated 
by  selfish  and  unsocial  feelings,  as  has  been,  with- 
out just  foundation,  asserted  by  the  opponents  of 
the  measure. 

It  is  uiKin  these  principles  of  an  enlightened 
legislation,  and  of  a  Government  beneficent  and 
paternal,  that  Henry  IV'.,  influenced  in  an  un- 
enlightened age,  by  the  enlightened  wisdom  of  a 
Colbert  and  a  Sully  ;  that  the  Edwards  of  Eng- 
land, advancing  before  the  ages  in  which  they 
lived  and  reigned,  and  outstripping  the  tardy  i>acc 
of  the  improvemenTof  the  people  whom  they  were 
called  to  govern,  by  prohibitory  duties  on  foreign 
importations,  by  bounties  and  protections,  granted 
to  the  subjects  of  their  own  dominions  the  manu- 
facturing of  such  fabrics  as  were  suited  to  their 
interests  and  their  wants.  This  pSticy  has  been 
persevered  in  by  the  wisdom  of  those  Govern- 
ments, until  the  present  arf,  by  which  the  manu- 
factures of  England^  in  particular,  have  obtained, 
under  the  fostering  care  of  their  Parliament,  as- 
sisted by  their  boards  of  trade,  a  degree  of  perfec- 
tion which  has  constituted,  in  a  high  degree,  the 
wealth  and  prosperity  of  the  nation,  and  been  the 
admiration  and  the  envy  of  the  world. 

Nay,  so  far  has  this  protecting  policy  of  the 
British  Government  been  carried,  in  times  of  dif- 
ficulty and  distress,   in  which  her  manufactures 
have  been  involved  by  the  pressure  of  extraordi- 
nary circumstances,  that  loans  of  large  amounts 
have  been  made  from  the  Treasury,  to  support 
manufacturers,  tottering  on  the  brink  of  bank- 
ruptcy and  ruin.     Examples  of  this  are  to   be 
found  in  the  conduct  of  this  Government  in  the 
years  1817  and  1819,  when  losses,  to  an  immense 
amount,  by   the  excessive  importations  of  their 
merchants  to  this  country,  at  the  conclusion  of 
our  last  war,  was  relieved    by  large  issues  and 
loans  of  exchequer  bills,     A  similar  policy  had 
been  pursued  some  half  century  before  the  period 
I  have  just  alluded  to,  by  the  immortal  Frederick, 
for  the  purpose  of  introducing  profitable  manu- 
factories in  his  newly  acquired  province  of  Sile- 
sia—a policy  which,  if  it  did  not  justify  the  wars 


and  conquests  by  which  this  and  other  provinces 
had  been  acquired  by  this  accomplished  monarch, 
must  (end  greatly  to  diminish  the  horrors  and 
calamities  which  war  and  conquest  usually  carry 
in  their  train. 

But,  let  me  not  be  misapprehended,  as  if  I  were 
recommending  this  form  of  protection  and  en- 
couragement to  the  enlightened  body  I  have  the 
honor  to  address.  The  advance  of  money,  or 
other  loans,  if  within  the  legitimate  powers, 
would  not  bo  within  the  scope  of  the  policy 
which,  in  our  age  and  country,  should  be  pursued. 
But  a  system  of  duties  framed  upon  a  full  and 
impartial  view  of  all  our  various  interests,  which, 
neither  excessive  or  oppressive  in  their  amount  or 
in  their  operation,  and  without  bearing  with  an 
unreasonable  or  ruinous  pressure  on  the  other 
great  interests  of  the  nation,  would  gradually  tend 
to  develop,  and  to  bring  into  full  o|>eration,  all  the 
capabilities  of  our  soils  and  climates.  This  would 
stimulate  the  ingenuity  and  talents  of  our  various 
population,  in  the  rearing  up,  and  bringing  to 
maturity,  and  j>erfection,  the  various  manufactur- 
ing and  mechanic  arts,  of  which  our  country  and 
our  people  are  susceptible.  This  should  be  the 
wish  of  every  patriot  heart,  and  the  counsel  of 
every  liberal  and  enlightened  statesman. 
When  Mr.  Tai.'6ot  had  concluded — 
Mr.  S.MiTH  «aid,  tiiat  a  stranger  would  suppose, 
from  the  argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky, that  no  encouragement  whatever  had  been 
extended  to  our  manulactures.  He,  himself,  had 
always  advocated  >uch  duties  as  would  extend 
them  reasonable  encouragement.  He  proceeded 
to  show  what  had  been  the  course  of  the  Govern- 
ment on  ihi>  point.  Tiie  tarifl'  of  1816,  he  said, 
had  been  bottomed  upon  this  principle.  That 
tarifi' increased  the  duty  on  hemp,  but  the  growth 
had  diraini>htd  since  that  time;  nor  did  he  be- 
lieve It  would  be  grown,  even  with  the  encourage- 
ment proposed  in  this  bill.  Not  a  ton  less  of 
foreign  hemp  would  be  imported.  This  bill  was 
iutended,  not  for  revenue,  but  exclusively  for  the 
protection  o(  manuracture>.  The  shipping  inter- 
est was  embarrassed,  but  it  asked  no  aid  from  the 
Government;  it  only  wished  not  to  be  >till  fur- 
ther depres-sed.  Every  article  of  consumption,  he 
said,  had  risen  fifty  per  cent,  since  the  Revolu- 
tion— principally  in  consequence  of  duties  levied 
by  the  Government.  It  had  raised  the  prices  of 
articles  of  necessity  and  of  labor.  He  spoke  of 
the  duty  on  manufactured  tobacco — it  did  no  good, 
he  said,  to  the  growers  of  that  article — it  was  in- 
tended for  the  manufacturer".  The  object  of  the 
duty  on  sugar  was  revenue — it  was  one  of  the  best 
articles  to  produce  revenue.  He  alluded  to  the 
ideas  of  balances  of  trade — if  taken  at  all,  they 
should  certainly  be  taken  in  the  aggregate.  He 
thought  the  balance  of  trade  was  not  generally 
understood — gentlemen  had  said  the  balance  must 
I  be  paid  in  money.  Was  there  any  money  ex- 
j  ported  from  the  country  ?  Not  much,  he  believed, 
I  except  in  the  Indian  trade;  and  tlnrf  found  its 
I  way  into  the  country  again.  Mr.  S.  spoke  of 
'  some  parts  of  our  trade  which  produced  valuable 
'  cargoes  of  imports,  for  very  small  ones  of  exports. 
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He  referred  to  the  course  of  European  nations  on 
this  subject,  and  to  the  policy  of  the  retaliatory 
systems  of  protection,  which  had  been  adopted  by 
those  nations,  one  against  the  other.  They  were 
abandoning  those  systems  as  fas:  as  possible  ;  it 
was  more  difficult  to  gel  rid  of  them  than  to 
adopt  them ;  and,  at  the  very  moment  they  we^ie 
relinquishing  the  system,  we  were  about  to  take 
it  up.  He  explained  the  embarrassments  which 
had  taken  place  from  want  of  knowledge  and 
capital,  in  carrying  on  the  business  of  manufac- 
turing, and  alludetl  to  some  of  those  which  had 
flourished,  which  were  in  possession  of  those  ad- 
vantages. A  rational  encouragement  to  manu- 
factures, Mr.  S.  said,  he  was  always  willing  to 
advocate,  but  he  believed  that  neither  Hamilton, 
at  the  time  he  submitted  his  celebrated  report,  nor 
any  other  man,  at  that  time,  had  dreamed  of  ex- 
tending such  great  encouragement  to  manufac- 
tures, as  had  afready  been  extended  to  them.  He 
believed  the  present  duties  were  sufficiently  high, 
and  quite  as  high  as  the  people  ought  to  oe  bur- 
dened with.  Mr.  S.  replied  to  Mr.  Talbot's  re- 
mark about  the  fortifications  of  the  Atlantic  fron- 
tier, and  to  that  respecting  the  protection  of  col- 
ton  ;  he  knew  of  none  that  it  nad  received  from 
the  Government.  The  cotton  growers  only  wished 
to  be  let  alone.  He  explained  the  heavy  opera- 
tion which  the  bill  would  have  upon  the  South- 
ern Slates. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  wished  all  mankind 
was  afflicted  with  the  same  distresses  a>  tjie  peo- 
ple of  Kentucky.  They  have  a  fine  clirtftte  and 
.loil,  and  a  great  surplus  of  the  productions  of 
the  earth  ;  not  so.  he  said,  with  the  people  of 
Maine — they  have  to  work  hard,  and  get  but  little 
produce  for  it.  And  now  they  are  to  be  taxed  by 
this  bill  to  find  a  market  for  the  Kentucky  hemp ; 
he  explained  the  course  which  the  article  had 
taken  in  this  country.  A  great  deal  had  been 
said  of  domestic  industry — he  believed  the  indus- 
try of  seamen  and  fishermen  was  domestic  indus- 
try. The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  had  said 
that  the  duty  was  not  prohibitory  ;  they  are  wil- 
ling not  quite,  but  almost,  to  prohibit  an  article, 
scarcely  a  ton  of  which  do  they  now  produce. 
He  denied  all  the  positions  which  had  been  taken 
in  relation  to  the  balance  of  trade — nobody,  he 
said,  could  understand  it.  It  had  been  millions 
against  us  ever  since  he  could  recollect.  The 
property  had  always  been  going  out  of  the  country; 
and  what  is  the  proof  of  this  doctrine?  He 
asked,  if  the  proof  was  to  be  sought  in  the  grow- 
ing prosperity  of  the  country,  and  the  absolute 
accumulation  of  millions  every  year  7  He  asked 
if  the  Navy,  of  which  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky had  spoken,  was  peculiarly  the  property  of 
the  East?  If  the  West  had  no  protection  to  seek 
from  it?  As  to  the  fortifications,  almost  all  that 
had  been  made  since  he  had  been  in  Congress  had 
been  for  the  protection  of  the  West.  The  prin- 
cipal one  of  tne  East  had  been  erected  before  the 
establishment  of  this  Government.  And,  upon 
these  grounds  we  are  asked  to  impose  a  duty  of 
forty-five  per  cent,  on  an  article  which  we  do  not 
yet  produce  at  all.     Mr.  H.  thought  this  one  of 


the  most  extravagant  items  in  this  most  extrava- 
gant bill. 

Mr.  Llovd,  of  Massachusetts,  made  some  fur- 
ther observations  In  exposition  of  the  fallacy  of 
all  arguments  upon  the  balance  of  trade,  as  taken 
from  the  custom-house  returns.  The  reporter 
could  noi  hear  Mr.  L.  with  sufficient  distinctness 
to  report  even  a  sketch  of  his  remarks. 

Mr.  RuGGLES  said  this  was  framed,  he  believed, 
as  a  bill  for  the  general  encouragement  of  all 
branches  of  the  manufactures  of  the  country. 
He  believed  this  item  would  not  be  as  injurious 
to  the  Atlantic  States  as  they  seemed  to  imagine  ; 
he  went  on  to  show  why  it  would  not  have  so 
bad  a  tendency,  as  was  supposed  ;  he  thought 
that,  at  least,  the  advantage  of  furnishing  the 
article  for  the  Navy,  and  for  the  coasting  trade, 
ought  to  be  accorded  to  the  Western  States.  He 
commented  upon  the  advantages  they  possessed 
for  the  growth  of  this  article,  and  the  great  ben- 
efits that  would  be  derived  to  the  country  from  its 
production.  He  could  not  believe  the  difference 
between  the  foreign  and  domestic  article  so  great 
as  to  warrant  the  rise  of  the  foreign  article  to  the 
entire  exclusion  of  the  domestic. 

Mr.  Eaton  believed  every  gentleman  had  made 
up  his  mind  on  this  subject,  but  he  deemed  it  his 
duty  to  express  his  opinion  in  a  few  words.  He 
admitted  the  positions  taken  in  regard  to  certain 
branches  of  our  trade,  wherein  there  were  very 
small  exports  and  increased  imports.  But,  he 
contended  that  the  balance  of  trade  with  Eng- 
land had  been  against  this  country  ever  since  the 
war.  He  pursued  his  remarks  upon  the  course  of 
trade.  He  believed  that  more  had  been  done  for 
the  commerce  of  the  country  than  for  all  the 
other  interests  put  together,  and  recurred  to  the 
tonnage  duties,  and  other  protecting  measures,  to 
prove  It.  He  thought  this  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant items  in  the  bill,  and  he  should  consider 
It  as  lost  if  It  was  stricken  out.  When  the  hemp 
was  out,  the  duck  would  go,  and  all  the  rest  of 
the  bill  with  it.  He  contended  for  such  a  degree 
of  protection  to  the  article  as  would  encourage  its 
domestic  growth,' without  amounting  to  a  prohi- 
lion  of  the  foreign  article.  He  referred  to  the 
price  it  had  borne  during  the  war,  and  thought  it 
the  duty  of  the  Government  to  see  that  the  nation 
was,  in  some  measure,  prepared  for  a  stale  of 
war.  He  thought  the  only  question  in  relation 
to  this  bill  was.  Whether  we  were  willing  to  rely 
upon  foreign  nations  for  the  necessaries  of  life,  or 
whether  we  were  to  produce  them  for  ourselves. 
The  only  way  to  make  the  community  prosper, 
he  believed,  was  to  extend  a  general  protection  to 
all  the  great  branches  of  employment.  He  be- 
lieved commerce  was  never  more  depressed  than 
at  present.  Our  cities  were  filled  with  paupers  ; 
and  yet  we  are  to  go  to  the  workshops  of  Europe 
to  get  the  articles  we  want  for  consumption.  He 
conceived  the  policy  of  this  measure  to  be  neces- 
sary to  protect  us  against  that  of  other  nations. 
It  was  not  a  matter  appertaining  to  one  section  of 
the  country,  but  it  was  a  subject  of  great  national 
concern. 

Mr.  Lloyo,  of  Massachusetts,  explained  in  re- 
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gard  to  the  embarrassmfnts  of  the  navigating  in- 
terest of  the  country.  He  read,  from  a  letter  on 
this  subject,  which  he  had  received  from  an  emi- 
nent merchant.  He  remarked  further  upon  the 
balance  of  trade,  and  the  difference  in  the  value 
of  specie  in  England,  and  in  this  country. 

Mr.  DiCKERSoN  believed  there  was  a  majority 
in  the  Senate  in  favor  of  a  reduction  of  the  duty 
on  hemp;  as  contained  in  the  bill — but  he  hoped 
it  would  not  be  stricken  out  entirely.  He  had  no 
doubt  that  it  was  the  interest  of  the  country  to 
encourage  the  growth  of  this  article,  and  every 
'  article  which  could  be  produced  with  ease  in  our 
own  country,  and  by  our  own  people,  ought  to  be 
encouraged.  Mr.  I),  believed  this  duty  was  not 
to  favor  Kentucky  alone;  but  would  operate  ad- 1 
vantageously  to  other  parts  of  the  country,  as  its 
growth  need  not  be  confined  to  Kentucky  alone — 

\otherpartsofthecountry  were  equally  well  fitted  for 
it.  There  was  no  reason  in  nature,  why  it  could 
not  be  grown  and  fitted  for  the  market  in  this 
country. 

Mr.  D.  explained,  in  relation  to  the  supposed 
difficulties  in  water-rotting  the  hemp.  He  consid- 
ered this  as  a  contest  between  the  importer,  aris- 
ing out  of  the  benefit  of  freight,  against  the  grower 
of  the  article  in  our  own  country.  He  spoke  of 
the  friendship  which  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land professed  for  domestic  manufactures — and 
presumed  that  they  had  arrived  at  that  pomt,  be- 
yond which  his  protection  could  not  go.  Mr.  D. 
noped  that  all  those  gentlemen  who  were  willing 
to  take  an  intermediate  point,  in  regard  to  this 
duty,  would  vote  agamst  striking  out. 

Mr.  Smith  answered  some  of  the  remarks  of 
Mr.  DicKERsoN,  which  had  a  personal  relation  to 
himself. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  Virginia,  made  a  remark,  in 
relation  to  the  long  petitions  praying  for  an  in- 
crease of  this  duty,  to  which  the  gentleman  from 
New  Jersey  had  alluded. 

Mr.  DicKERsoN  replied  to  the  observations  of 
Messrs.  Smith  and  Taylor.  He  said  he  should 
consider  the  vote  to  strike  out  this  item,  as  de- 
stroying the  bill.  ^ 

Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  said  that  the  imposi- 
tion of  this  duty  bore  hard  upon  a  particular  in- 
terest of  the  country.  If  gentlemen  wish  to  en- 
courage the  production  of  hemp  and  iron,  they 
ou^bt  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  give  bounties  on  these 
articles.  The  burden  would  then  fall  equally  upon 
the  community.  There  was  the  .same  Constitu- 
tional right  to  pass  an  act  granting  bounties  on 
these  articles,  as  to  encourage  their  production  in 
the  way  proposed  by  this  bill. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Lloyd's  motion  was  then 
put,  and  carried  in  the  affirmative,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  as  follows: 

For  striking  out — .Messm.  Barbour,  Branch,  Chand- 
ler, Clayton,  Elliott,  Gaiilard,  Hayne,  Holmps  of 
Maine,  Holmes  of  Mississippi.  H.  Johnson  of  Loai> 
•iana,  J.  S.  Johnston  of  Louisiana,  Kelly,  King  of 
Alabama,  King  of  New  York,  Lloyd  of  Maryland, 
Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  Macon,  Mills,  Parrott,  Smith, 


Against  striking  out — Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Ben- 
ton, Brown,  D'WoIf,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Edward^, 
Findlay,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Knight, 
Lanman,  Lowrie,  Mcllvaine,  Noble,  Palmer,  Ruggles, 
Seymour,  Tulbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Thomas,  and 
Van  Buren— 23. 

So  the  duty  on  hemp  was  stricken  out  by  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole;  and  the  Senate  ad- 
journed. 


Taylor   of 
liams — 24. 


Virginia,    Van    Dyke,    Ware,    and    Wil- 


Friday,  April  30. 

Mr.  Jackson,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Humphrey  ;"  and 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  ot  Joseph 
Marechal ;"  reported  them,  severally,  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  S.MiTH,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Alexander 
Scott,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Alexander 
Scott,  late  Collector  of  Pensacola ;  which  was 
read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  S.MITH,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  John  Wilmot,"  reported  it  with- 
out amendment. 

Mr.  Tho.mas,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  provide  for  repaying  toBazaleel  Wells 
a  certain  sum  of  money  by  him  erroneously  paid 
into  the  Treasury,"  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Ruggles,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  William  N.  Karle,"  reported  it 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  en- 
titled "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Malachi  Burns," 
reported  it  without  amendment. 

The  seventeen  bills  yesterday  brought  up  for 
concurrence  were  severally  read  twice,  by  unan- 
imous consent. 

On  motion,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Robert  Strain  ;"'  the  bill,  entitled  "Aa 
act  for  the  relief  of  J.  M.  C.  Montgomery  ;"  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  L. 
Ogden,  and  others;"  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Peter  Yandes ;"  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Landie  Richardson  ;"  and 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Daniel 
Carroll,  of  Uuddington,  and  others,"  were  sev- 
erally referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Ttie  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
S.  Moffii ;"  and  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  David  Beard;"  were  severally  referred 
to  the  Committed  on  Finance. 

The    bill,   entitled  "An   act   for   the    relief  of 
George  Fi^her;"  and   the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Judah  Alden  ;"    were  severally* 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Henry  Leightner,"  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 


April,  1824. 


'The  Tariff  BiU. 


Senate. 


The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Columbian  Institute,"  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief, of  Sol- 
omon Sibley  ;"  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Frederick  Perley  ;"  and  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  David  Cooper;"  were 
severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Hu^h 
McCulloch  ;"  and  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  lor 
the  relief  of  Mary  H.  Hawkins  ;"  were  severally 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  LLOYn,  of  Massachusetts,  presented  the 
memorial  of  Thomas  Dennie,  and  others,  mer- 
chants and  ship  owners,  of  Boston,  praying  that 
the  bill  now  before  Congress  increasing  the  duties 
on  imports,  may  not  pass  the  Senate  ;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Mills  presented  the  memorial  of  Jonas  B. 
Brown,  and  others,  of  Massachusetts,  praying  that 
the  bill  before  Congress  to  increase  the  duties  on 
imports,  may  pass;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

In  pursuance  of  notice  given  yesterday,  Mr. 
Eaton  asked  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  "lor  the 
relief  of  John  Donelson,  Stephen  Hurd,  and 
others." 

Mr.  E.  made  a  few  remarks  on  the  subject, 
and  Mr.  Chandler  opposed  the  leave,  on  the 
ground  that  the  bill  had  been  rejected  in  the  other 
House.  To  this  objection,  Mr.  Eaton  replied. 
Leave  was  granted  to  introduce  the  bill.  It  was 
twice  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  rrtotion 
of  yesterday,  instructing  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  author- 
izing the  selection  of  certain  land  for  the  support 
of  seminaries  of  learning  in  Missouri ;  and  it  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
bills  of  the  following  titles,  viz  :  "An  act  to  com- 
pensate William  Cocke  for  certain  military  ser- 
vices rendered  the  United  States  during  the  late 
war,  and  for  the  relief  of  John  T.  Johnston  ;"  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Dean  Weymouth  ;"  "An  act 
supplementary  to  the  act  to  incorporate  the  in- 
habitants of  the  City  of  Washington,  passed  the 
15ih  of  May,  1820;"  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Robert  Blean;"  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jacob 
Slough  ;"  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  rep- 
resentatives of  Fry  and  Spalding;"  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Samuel  Cleveland,  jr. ;"  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  John  Mitchell ;"  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Morris  Goldsmith  and  Anthony  Roderick  ;" 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Topp;"  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Archibald  Clark  ;"  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Benjamin  King  ;"  "An  act  for  the 
'relief  of  Malurin  Guichot;"  An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Joseph  Firman,  and'  others,"  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  James,  Jehu,  and  Nathaniel  Brooks,  and 
the  representatives  of  either  of  them  ;"  and  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  John  K.  Carter ;"  in  which 
bills  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 


THE  TARIFF. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
(Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  in  the  Chair,)  resumed 
the  consideration  uf  the  unfinished  business  of  yes- 
terday, being  the  bill  from  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, "to  amend  the  several  acts  for  imposing 
duties  on  imports." 

Nlr.  Kelly  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  in  the  fol- 
lowing clause:  "On  cotton  bagging,  four  and  a 
half  cents  per  square  yard,  until  the  30th  day  of 
June,  1825;  and,  afterward,  a  duty  of  five  and  a 
half  cents  per  square  yard :"  by  striking;  out  from 
it  the  words,  "until  the  30th  day  of  June,  1825; 
and,  afterwards,  a  duty  of  five  and  a  half  cents  per 
$<iuare  yard." 

Mr.  Kelly  supported  his  motion,  at  consider- 
able length,  showing  the  impropriety  of  lalfiug 
such  duties  as  to  force  the  manufacture  of  this  ar- 
ticle into  existence;  the  improbability  that  hemp, 
from  which  the  cotton  bagging  is  manufactured, 
would  be  soon  raised  in  this  country,  in  any  great 
quantity ;  as  its  cultivation  and  preparation  for 
market,  was  a  dirty,  unpleasant  occupation,  and 
uncongenial  to  a  people  possessing  as  many  bles- 
si'ngs,  and  as  many  more  unpleasant  means  of  em- 
ployment, as  are  possessed  by  this  people;  that,  if 
the  people  were  disposed  to  engage  in  the  manu- 
facture, the  duties  now  existing  afford  sufficient 
encouragement;  and  that  the  article  ought  not  to 
receive  further  encouragement,  at  the  expense  of 
the  cotton  grower. 

Mr.  Eaton  replied  to  the  arguments  of  Mr. 
Kelly,  and  spoke  against  the  motion  to  strike 
out.  The  reporter  heard  his  remarks  but  very  in- 
distinctly. 

Mr.  Smith  stated  to  the  Senate  the  prices  which 
cotton  bagging  had  borne,  the  duties  that  had  been 
imposed  upon  it,  and  the  operation  of  the  duty 
proposed  in  this  bill. 

Mr.  Hayne,  of  South  Carolina,  rose,  and  after 
some  preliminary  remarks,  proceeded  as  follows: 

I  shall  now,  Mr.  President,  examine  this  bill, 
endeavor  to  ascertain  its  true  character,  and  take 
a  view  of  its  probable  effects.  The  principle  con- 
tained in  this  bill  is,  that  the  importation  of  all 
foreign  goods  must  be  prohibited,  which  we  are 
capable  of  making  at  home.  This  I  will  attempt 
to  prove,  first,  from  the  declarations  of  its  advo- 
cates, and  next  from  the  provisions  of  the  bill  it- 
self. In  proof  of  my  assertion,  that  prohibition  is 
the  true  object  of  this  bill,  I  will  begin,  by  quoting 
a  few  extracts  from  the  published  speeches  of  sev- 
eral of  its  n*ost  conspicuous  advocates;  selected 
from  many  of  the  same  import.  I  will  refer,  in 
the  first  place,  to  the  debate  in  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, on  spirits.  An  honorable  gentleman 
from  New  York  said,  "there  are  several  items  of 
this  bill  inserted  with  the  view,  certainly  with  the 
effect,  of  excluding  the  importation  of  the  article." 
The  same  gentleman,  in  another  place,  remarks, 
"  that  he  tbought  the  principle  of  the  bill  to  be  a 
'  new  one;  he  meant  the  principle  of  taxing  im- 
'  ports,  with  the  avowed  view  of  protecting  nome 
'  industry.  If  the  tariff  was  not  to  be  a  measure 
'  for  revenue,  but  for  protection,  (and  this,  it  will 
'  be  recollected,  was  admitted  on    all    sides,)  it 
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'  ought  to  go  on  the  plan  of  excluding  corapoti- 
'  tioo  altogether."  And,  again,  "he  thought,  in 
'  whatever  part  of  the  tariff  we  depart  from  rev- 
'  enue,  as  the  object,   we   ought   at   once  to   go 

*  the  whole  length  of  excluding  the  foreign  arii- 

*  cle."  Another  honorable  gentleman  from  the 
same  State,  in  the  debate  on  cotton  bagging, 
asks,  "what  is  it  we  propose?"  and  answers 
the  question  himself,  in  these  words,  "to  make 
"this  country  independent  of  foreign  manufac- 
tures." I  will  appeal,  however,  to  still  higher 
authority.  The  honorable  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Manufactures,  the  official  organ  of  that 
Committee,  and  the  acknowledged  leader  of  the 
party,  said,  "  the  objection  to  this  clause  (the  duty 
'  on  spirits)  is,  that  you  prevent  importation — you 
'  cut  off  trade;  well,  sir!  and  what  is  the  object 
'  of  the  whole  bill,  but  to  protect  home  industry, 
'  by  preventing  those  importations  which  destroy 
'  it?"  An  honorable  gentleman  from  Ohio,  de- 
servedly distinguished  for  his  talents  and  influ- 
ence, speaking  in  support  of  the  wool  tax,  which 
he  calls  "a  system  of  gradual  prohibition,"'  re- 
marked "that  in  six  years  it  might  be  total."  In 
the  course  of  the  debate  on  the  hemp  duty,  an 
honorable  member  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Bu- 
chanan) intimated  a  reluctance  to  go  faster  than 
the  growth  of  our  manufactures  would  warrant, 
and  ventured  to  express  an  opinion  "that  the 
Western  hemp  ought  to  be  brought  into  a  fair 
competition  with  that  of  foreigners."  Now,  how 
was  this  idea  of  competition  received?  Why,  it 
brought  down  upon  his  head  the  sharp  rebuke  of 
his  friends.  The  honorable  Speaker  declared  that 
the  bill  "had  received  an  attack  from  a  most  un- 
expected quarter,"  and  the  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee replied,  "If  the  gentleman  voted  through- 
out on  that  principle,  he  must  vote  against  the 
whole  bill;"  and,  in  illustration  of  his  assertion, 
he  remarks  "  that  the  duty  proposed  on  cotton  is 
more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  per  cent.,  and  as 
to  the  duty  now  under  consideration  it  amounted 
already  to  eighty  or  one  hundred  per  cent."  I 
am  unwilling  to  fatigue  the  patience  of  the  Sen- 
ate by  multiplying  quotations,  to  the  same  effect, 
and  will,  therefore,  content  myself  with  two  more. 
In  the  speech  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee, 
in  opening  the  discussion  of  the  Tariff  bill,  (to  be 
found  in  the  National  Intelligencer  of  the  19th 
February,)  he  expressly  declared,  "that  the  duty 
of  six  cents  on  cotton  bagging,  was  intended  to 
be  protective  and  prohibitory."  And,  again,  speak- 
ing of  what  he  himself  calls  "the  prohibitory 
duty,  imposed,  in  the  year  1816,  on  cotton  cloths, ' 
he  says,  "like  the  principal  articles  in  the  bill, 
there,  the  prohibitory  duty  was  on  an  article,  the 
raw  material  of  which  abounds  at  home."  He 
then  goes  on  to  speak  of  a  "  similar  protection  of 
woollen  manufactures,  hemp,  glass,  and  iron." 
Doctrines  and  sentiments  similar  to  these,  have, 
also,  been  disclosed,  by  ihe  advocates  of  the  tariff, 
in  ihis^  House.  My  amiable  and  valued  friend 
from  Kentucky,  (the  purity  of  whose  patriotism 
gives  additional  force  to  every  thing  he  utters,) 
asks  us,  solemnly — in  the  name  of  the  sacred 
honor  and  best  interests  of  our  country — whether 


it  has  not  become  high  time  to  secure  the  home 
market  to  ourselves,"  and,  to  leave  no  doubt  of 
his  meaning,  adds,  "let  us  raise  and  confirm  a 
system  of  our  own,  that  we  may  "live  wholly  in-" 
dependent  of  foreign  supply."  Combining  these 
declarations,  it  appears  to  me  that  the  principles 
of  the  advocates  oi  the  Tariff  are  fairly  disclosed, 
and  the  prohibitory  policy  "stands  confessed.'* 
The  course  of  the  debate,  and  the  reasoning  re- 
sorted to  by  the  gentlemen  on  this  floor,  lead  irre- 
sistibly to  the  same  conclusion.  When,  on  our 
motion  to  strike  out  "the  minimum  on  cottons," 
we  insisted  that  the  duty  would  amount  to  a  total 
prohibition  of  cotton  goods,  to  the  amount  of 
seven  millions  of  dollars  per  annum;  they  replied, 
that  "the  importation  was  injurious,  and  ought 
to  be  prohibited,  because  we  could  make  these 
goods  at  home."  Nay,  they  have  gone  so  far, 
that  when  we  point  out  articles  embraced  in  this 
bill,  which  we  do  not,  and  which  it  is  not  pro- 
posed that  we  should  manufacture,  we  have  beea 
gravely  told  "that  substitutes  for  them  can  be 
provided  at  home."'  Now,  Mr.  President.  I  do 
earnestly  insist  that  these  principles  lead  to  noth- 
ing short  of  the  total  destruction  of  foreigQ 
commerce.  W'here  is  the  article  which  may 
not  be  produced  at  home?  or  (if  there  be  any 
such)  for  which  some  convenient  substitute  may 
not  be  provided  ?  When,  lu  181G,  the  bill  was 
introduced,  which  may  be  considered  as  the  com-, 
mencement  of  the  "  anti-commercial  system,'* 
great  alarm  was  excited,  lest  the  principles  now 
advocated,  should,  at  some  future  period,  be  adopt- 
ed in  our  legislation.  The  advocates  ot  that  bill 
expressly  disclaimed  any  desire  of  introducing 
new  tpanufaciures  into  the  country,  much  less  of 
prohibiting  the  importation  of  any- article  from 
abroad.  The  argument  then  was,  that  in  the 
infancy  of  any  manufacture,  it  was  necessary  to 
give  some  assistance,  to  enable  it  to  grow  and  ac- 
quire strength,  but  that  such  support  would  sooq 
become  necessary,  and  those  establishments  might 
then  be  safely  left  to  the  exertion  of  their  owa 
energies.  The  act  of  181G,  though  now  called  by 
the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  "  prohibitory," 
and,  therefore,  held  up  as  an  example,  imposed 
duties,  then  deemed  merely  sufficient  to  enable 
existing  establishments  to  bear  up  against  the 
pressure  of  the  times,  but  it  was  expressly  pro- 
vided that  those  duties  should  be  subsequently 
diminished.  Thus,  on  all  manufactures  of  wool 
and  cotton  (except  blankets,  rugs,  and  stuff  goods^ 
a  duty  was  levied  of  25  per  cent,  until  the  30th 
of  June,  1S19,  and  of  20  per  cent,  afier  that  period.* 
The  object  was  not  to  prohibit,  but  protect — to 
give  assistance  in  infancy,  not  to  support  man- 
hood— to  afford  succor  in  distress,  not  bounties 
in  prosperity.  Baldwin's  Tarifl"  recognised  the>e 
distinctions,  and  expressly  provided  for  the  dimin- 
ution of  the  duties  after  three  years.  But  the 
mask  has  now  been  thrown  off.  The  new  princi- 
ple of  pnigrcesite  diUUn  has  been  introduced  into 
this  bill,  and  this  amount!)  to  a  distinct  acknowl- 
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edgment  that  the  object  now  is,  not  competition^ 
but  prohibition.  I  wish  to  call  the  serious  atten- 
tion of  the  Senate  to  this  feature  of  the  bill — now 
introduced  into  our  laws  for  the  first  time.  Com- 
pare for  a  moment,  a  few  of  the  proposed  duties, 
with  those  imposed  by  the  act  of  1816. 

Proposed  rate  of  Duties.         Duties  by  act  o/"  1816. 

Manufacture*  of  wool : 
30  pr.  cuto30  June,  1825 
3di  do.  do.  1826 
37^       do.    after  that  time 

Manufactures  of  cotton 
25  pr.  ct.  with  a  tninimum 

of  twenty-live  centp  per 

■quare  yard 

Wool  unmanufactured  : 
20pr.  ct.to  Ut  June,  1825 


tual,  is  recognised.  Can  any  friend  to  commerce^ 
any  advocate  of  the  Navy,  any  one  anxious  for 
the  honor  and  welfare  oi  his  country,  give  his- 
support  to  a  bill  which  is  to  introduce  a  new 
principle  into  our  legislation  ;  a  principle  which 
it  has  been  shown  leads  directly  and  inevitably  ta 
the  prohibition  of  foreign  trade  ?  Let  the  system 
flourish  ;  let  gentlemen  proceed  "  in  the  full  tide 
of  experiment,"  and,  my  life  upon  it,  they  will 
soon  attain  that  enviable  state  "  when  the  nation 
will  command  its  own  consumption,  and  impor- 
tation and  imposts  will  cease."  This  is  "  the 
consummation  "  of  "  the  American  policy  of  en- 
couraging home  industry;"  a  policy  foreign  ia 
all  its  features,  confessedly  borrowed  from  Great 
Britain — Chinese  in  its  character,  (for  it  deprives 
our  citizens  of  the  free  use  of  the  ocean  which 
26        do.      do.        1826  rolls  at  their  feet.)  the  policy  of  kings  and  of 

30        do.      do.        1827  tyrants,  of  restriction  and  monopoly,  at  variance 

35        do.      do.        1828  with  all  our  institutions,  and  involving  the  loss 

40        do.      do.        1829  of  our  ships,  our  seamen,  and  our  Navy. 

45        do.      do.        1830  If  I  have  succeeded  in  any  degree  in  provinjg 

50        do.    afterward*.  the  position  I  have  taken,  I  should  hope  that  this 

The  first  duty  proposed,  of  20  per  cent,  on  wool,  ,  ^'j'  ^^"^^  ^^^  ^^e  support  of  some  gentlemen, 


25  pr.  ct.  to  30  June,  1819  ] 
20      do.      after  that  time 


25  pr.  ct.  to  June  30,  1819 

20       do.      after  that  time 

with  a  min.  of  25  cents 


15  per  cent. 


who  have  advocated  it  as  a  measure  of  protection, 
intended  merely  to  produce  a  "fair  competition," 
but  w^ho  would  give  no  countenance  to  the  "pro- 
hibitory policy.''     But,  if  I  have  wholly  failed;  if 
this  bill  does  not  look  to  prohibition ;  if  its  true 
object  be  to  draw  labor  and  capital  from  certain 
i  pursuits,  supposed  to  be  unprofitable,  into  others, 
I  which,  it  is  asserted,  will  be  more  advantageous, 
bo^  to  individuals  and  the  State,  I  should  still 
'  strongl 


•  See  Act  of  27th  April,    1816,  IngerioH'a  Dige«t» 
177. 


and  30  per  cent,  on  woollen  cloths,  if  admitted  to 
be  sufficient  to  bring  the  domestic  article  into  a 
fair  competition  with  the  foreign  ;  otherwise,  it 
would  be  sufficient  to  save  our  sinking  establish- 
ments from  "overwhelming  influence  of  foreign 
competition."  what  is  the  object  of  the  progressive 
increase  of  the  duties,  year  after  year,  from  20  to 
50  per  cent.?     The  answer  is  plain,  eventually 

to  prohibit  the  foreign  supply  :  and  the  only  rea-  i     y-       ,       ,  .  . 

son  why  this  is  not  done  at  once  is,  that  ^u^' ^(rong^yoh^^.^^io  ih^mi^<isyxre  ^s  resting  on  vis- 
friends  of  the  policy  are  solicitous  that  it  should  ,  lonary  theories  and  false  doctrines;  as  being  ne- 
not  operate  so  oppressively  on  the  people,  as  to  ^^^^^V'V  ""J"^^  ^"^  ""*^^"?^  '°  ^^^  operation,  and 
influence  public  opinion  and  produce  a  reaction  calculated  to  aggravate  the  very  evils  it  is  in- 
-         ■         '  ^  tended  to  remedy. 

urge  against 
lat  Government 

progressive  duty  looks  to  prohibi-  i  •-.'--r--- p- ^  •""-:••/ >  better  than  indi- 

t.on,  and  is  intVnded  totally  tb  prohibit  Ihe  im-  v^'d"ai^-a  position  which  is  wholly  untenable, 
portation  of  the  particular  goods  to  which  they  !  ^'^"^^  '^^  °«'"^^  9^  things,  labor  and  capital 
relate.     And   the   same   principle  which   would    ^^ould  be  permitted  to  seek  their  own  employ- 

justify  prohibitory  duties  m  relation  to  wool,  '  "^^";' ""^"  ^^^^  S^'^^f^^^^'^'^^^^^ly' °V"f  '  !^^^^ 
woollen  and  cottbn  goods,  and  cotton  baggm?     P^^^^f «  ^'^^  s^agacity       Government,  from  the 

must  lead  to  the  prohibition  of  iron,  hemp!  flak  l^^'  ^^^J^'O"  «/  \''  P0^^^»°°'  >«  Tl^'^^^\!-  '''^"^'''a 
lead,  and,  in  short  of  every  article  which  we  are  ^[«  ^^  .taking  that  close  view  of  the  subjec  ,  and 
capable  of  making  at  home.  Thus  it  is  proposed  \  obtaining  that  accurate  knowledge  of  details,  in- 
to prohibit  foreign  distilled  spirit,  and  wines  will  ^'fP^.^^'^^^l;?  »°  ^  judicious  determination  of  the 
soon  share  the  slme  fate,  to  encourage  the  man-  i  ^^^^^'^^  advantages  ot  different  pursuits,  m  any 

■  -  '  '  community.     This  depends  so  much  on  local  cir- 

cumstances, that  personal  observation  and  indi- 
vidual exertions  are  alone  competent  to  the  task. 
In  the  domestic  concerns  of  nations,  as  of  indi- 
viduals, it  is  sufficient  that  men  are  prevented 
from  trespassing  on  the  property,  or  invading  the 
rights  of  their  neighbors.  In  all  other  respects 
they  should  be  left  entirely  free.  If  any  doubts 
existed  on  this  point,  I  should  have  supposed  that 
the  most  superficial  observer  would  have  discov- 
ered, in  the  progress  of  this  bill,  conclusive  evi- 
dence of  our  utter  incapatiity  to  accomplish  the 
task  we  have  assumed.  Though  surrounded  by 
manufacturers  geneiCusly  willing  out  of  their 
abundant  stores  of  knowledge  and  experience  to 


ufacture  and  consumption  of  whiskey — cotton 
goods  are  to  be  substituted  for  silk — and  oil  is 
to  supply  the  place  of  tallow.  You  may  mo- 
dify this  bill,  Mr.  President,  as  you  please,*  so 
long  as  the  progressive  duties  are  retained  in  it, 
the  principle  of^ prohibition,  immediate  or  even- 

•  The  bill  received  no  Irs*  than  thirty -seven  amend- 
ments in  the  Senate,  nearly  all  of  which  tended  to 
render  its  operation  less  oppre^isive,  and  to  deprive  it 
of  Its  prohibitory  character.  The  foregoing  remarks, 
therefore,  are  chiefly  applicable  to  the  bill,  in  the  t^hape 
in  which  it  came  from  the  House  of  Representatives. 
It  18  to  be  ob*(rved,  however,  that  the  progressive 
duties  have  been  retained. 
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supply  all  our  deficiencies,  have  we  not  found  it 
impossible  to  penetrate  the  veil  thrown  around 
the  pursuits  in  which  they  are  engaged  ?  I  will 
appeal  with  confidence  to  the  Senate,  and  ask, 
whether  the  most  notorious  facts  have  not  been 
denied  or  perverted,  and  the  most  contradictory 
statements  submitted,  and  whether  we  are  not  at 
this  moment  left  in  profound  ignorance,  not  only 
of  the  actual  rateof  profits,  but  of  the  true  condition 
of  every  branch  of  manufacturing  industry?  We 
cannot  know,  therefore,  either  the  degree  of  protec- 
tion wanted,  or  the  best  means  of  extending  it.  Are 
not  the  pro  visions  of  the  bill  exactly  conformable  to 
this  state  of  our  information.  I  will  venture  toassert 
that  no  bill  was  ever  introduced  into  any  legis- 
lative body  in  this,  or  any  other  country,  composed 
ofsuch  heterogeneous  provisions,  and  contradictory 
principles.  Here  is  said  to  be  a  "flourishing  man- 
ufacture," and,  therefore,  it  is  to  be  encouraged; 
here  is  "  a  languishing  establishment,'*  and  it  must 
b^  sustained  ;  while  such  as  have  no  existence, 
are  to  be  created  ;  some,  because  they  require 
much  skill  and  large  capitals,  and  others,  because 
they  require  neither  skill  nor  capital.  Some 
branches  of  industry  are  to  be  encouraged  because 
others  are  "  overdone,"'  but  these  must  also  be 
protected  "against foreign  competition  threatening 
to  destroy  them."  There  are  duties  on  the  man- 
ufactured articles,  and  duties  on  the  raw  material ; 
and,  in  short,  the  whole  bill  is  a  tissue  of  incon- 
sistencies. In  attempting  to  gratify  the  wishes,  of 
interested  individuals,  we  are  legislating  in  the  dark, 
distributing  the  national  funds  by  a  species  of 
State  lottery — scattering  abroad  bounties  and  pre- 
miums of  unknown  amount ;  and  all  this,  with- 
out the  rational  prospect  of  producing  any  effect, 
except  that  of  sowing  theseeds  of  dissension  among 
the  people,  and  thereby  introducing  mischiefs 
which  may  last  to  the  remotest  generations.  We 
are  opening  a  Pandora's  box  of  political  evils, 
which,  when  they  have  gone  abroad,  will  not  even 
leave  hope  at  the  bottom. 

This  system  of  regulating,  by  law,  the  private 
pursuits  of  men,  or,  what  amounts  to  the  same 
thing,  passing  laws  for  increasing  the  profits  of 
certain  employments,  and  lessening  the  profits  of 
others,  thereby  driving  men  from  the  pursuits  of 
their  choice,  to  those  which  the  Government  is 
pleased  to  favor,  has,  it  is  true,  been  sanctioned 
by  the  practice  of  othef  nations,  and  comes  down 
to  us  from  the  remotest  ages.  But  I  consider  it, 
sir,  only  as  a  part  of  that  system  of  tyranny  and 
arbitrary  rule,  to  which  men  have  been  subjected 
in  every  age.  If  it  has  become  venerable,  it  is 
only  from  lime,  and,  like  monarchy,  has  no  claims 
to  our  respect  but  its  antiquity.  I  admit,  that,  in 
England,  the  industry  of  individuals  has  always 
been  thus  regulated.  We  know,  that  in  that 
country  emigration  is,  in  many  cases,  prohibited; 
that  the  wages  of  labor,  and  employment  of  capital, 
and  even  the  price  of  commodities,  are,  in  various 
ways,  directed  and  coniBolled.  In  other  parts 
of  Europe,  the  doctrine  of  regulation  is  carried 
still  further,  and  a  man's  religious  and  political 
opinions,  as  well  as  his  pursuits,  arc  taken  "  in  the 
holy  keeping"  of  those  whoae  only  qualification 


for  the  task  consists  in  their  anxious  desire  to  keep 
down  the  aspirations  of  the  immortal  mind. 

Sir,  it  would  afford  matter  for  curious  specula- 
tion,..if  the  various  regulations  by  which  men 
have  been  controlled  in  their  pursuits,  could  be 
presented  in  one  view  to  our  consideration.  la 
England,  we  find  that,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  IV., 
the  Crown  was  authorized,  by  an  act  of  Parlia- 
ment, to  order  "  one  rood  of  flax  or  hemp  to  be 
planted  for  every  sixty  acres  cultivated  in  other 
grains,"  and  this  was  done  for  the  purpose,  as  it 
IS  quaintly  expressed,  "of  making  of  nets  and  es- 
chewingof  idleness."  But,  it  is  in  the  East  that  we 
find  the  system,  advocated  by  the  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side,  carried  to  the  greatest  perfection. 
Without  dwelling,  however,  on  this  topic,  I  will 
concede  all  the  gentlemen  can  ask  ;  I  will  admit, 
that  Governments  have  every  where,  and  in  every 
age,  presumed  to  regulate  man  m  all  his  pursuits. 
Every  thing  connected  with  his  existence,  from 
the  cradle  to  the  grave,  nay,  beyond  the  grave; 
the  language  he  shall  speak;  the  food  he  shall 
eat ;  the  trade  he  shall  follow  ;  the  place  in  which 
he  shall  dwell  ;  the  opinions  he  shall  cherish  ;  the 
books  ^e  shall  read,  and  the  God  he  shall  worship; 
every  thing,  in  short,  which  belongs  to  him  as  a 
created  being,  is  the  subject  of  arbitrary  regula- 
tion, and  man  is  made  a  creature  without  heart, 
or  soul,  or  mind — a  mere  machine,  obedient  to  the 
will  of  the  human  artist  who  puts  it  into  opera- 
tion. But,  sir,  we  were  taught  to  believe,  that  the 
establishment  of  our  Government  formed  a  new 
era  in  the  history  of  the  world,  and  that  the  prac- 
tical operation  of  our  Constitution  was  destined 
to  exhibit  a  splendid  example  of  the  perfection  to 
which  mftn  would  attain,  when  freed  from  the 
shackles  which  had  been  imposed  on  him  in  other 
countries.  We  were  taught  to  expect  that  a  Gov- 
ernment, instituted  by  a  people,  and  administered 
for  their  benefit  alone,  where  the  hutnan  mind 
would  be  left  without  restraint  to  pursue  its  own 
happiness  in  its  own  way,  must,  by  its  good  fruits, 
recommend  a  free  system  to  all  nations.  I  can 
well  recollect,  sir,  that,  among  the  first  lessons 
instilled  into  my  mind,  that  which  made  the  deep- 
est and  most  lasting  impression,  was  to  consider 
the  Republican  Institutions  of  my  country,  like 
the  air  we  breathe,  as  bestowing  life,  and  health, 
and  happiness,  without  our  being  conscious  of 
the  means  by  which  these  inestimable  gifts  are 
conferred  ;  like  the  providence  of  God.  unfelt 
and  unseen,  yet  dispensing  the  richest  blessings 
to  all  the  children  of  men.  But  these,  we  are 
told,  are  the  illusions  of  the  miaginatioik  Man 
cannot  be  safely  left  to  mark  out  his  own  course 
to  happiness  ;  but  here,  as  elsewhere,  the  various 
employments  of  industry  and  capital  must  be  so 
artificially  arranged  and  balanced,  as  to  produce 
results  to  be  prescribed  by  law. 

To  understand  the  true  remedy  for  existing 
evils,  we  must  ascertain  their  nature  and  extent, 
and  know  the  causes  which  produced  them.  I 
beg  the  indulgence  of  the  Senate  whilst  I  prose- 
cute these  inquiries.  And  here,  I  insist,  that  the 
pictures  of  the  great  distress  and  acute  suffering 
of  the  people  are  exaggerated.     All  classes  of  our 
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people  are  supplied  with  food— not,  as  in  many  '  out  a  parallel,  should  have  sprung  out  ofsuch  a 
parts  of  Europe,  of  a  single  kind,  and  of  insuffi-  !  state  of  things,  was  natural,  and,  indeed,  inevita- 
cieot  quantity,  but  in  great  variety,  and  in  vast  |  ble.  The  consequence,  however,  of  this  forced 
abundance;  they  have  convenient  dwellings,  suf-  '  prosperity  was,  that  the  wages  of  labor  and  the  in- 
ficient  fuel,  and  warm  and  comfortable  clothing,  ,  terestof  money  became  extravagantly  high,  foreign 
and  these  blessings  are  possessed  to  an  extent  j  capital  and  skill  were  attracted  to  our  shores,  and 
which  leaves  no  room  for  complaint  in  any  part  a  premature  impulse  being  given  to  industry,  re- 
of  the  country.  We  possess,  too,  the  means  of  suits  were  produced  so  surprising,  as  to  border 
educatintr  our  children;  colleges  have  advanced  upon  fable.  American  enterprise,  like  the  lamp 
with  a  rapidity  heretofore  unexampled,  and  com-  !  of  the  magician,  converted  every  thing  it  touched 
mon  schools  are  daily  springing  up  even  in  the  •  into  gold;  the  growth  of  centuries  was  attained 
wilderness  a  religion,  pure  and  undefiled,  siteds  ,  in  a  few  years,  and  from  youth,  the  nation  sprang 


the  weak,  and  security  to  all.  Now,  if  any  mon-  i  expense  should  be  formed,  which  nothing  but  ex- 
arch in  Europe  could,  by  pursuing  a  wise  and  1  traordinary  profits  could  supoort.  Every  thing 
liberal  policy  bring  the  mass  of  his  subjects  into  ,  was  conducted  on  a  liberal  scale,  and  the  original 
this  condition,  he  would  be  followed  by  the  bless-  ,  curse,  "that  man  should  eat  his  bread  by  the 
ings  of  his  people,  and  would  command  the  ad-  j  sweat  of  his  brow,"  was  unfelt  and  forgotten, 
miration  of  the  world.  At  the  very  moment  that  we  were  indulging  in 

When  1  admit,  therefore,  that  the  country  is  in  '  golden  dreams  of  endless  prosperity— the  restora- 
a  state  of  depression,  I  must  not  be  understood  as  '•  tion  of  tranquillity  to  Europe,  and  the  return  of 
concedino-  that  there  is  anv  want  of  the  necessa-  all  nations  to  the  arts  of  peace,  brought  her  sub- 
ries  or  co'nveniences  of  life.  No,  sir.  that  depres-  ;  jects  at  once  into  competition  with  our  merchant^ 
sion  consists  entirely  in  diminished  prices  for  the  |  and  farmers,  in  all  those  pursuits,  from  which 
produce  of  our  labor,  and  is  not  confined,  as  gen-  \  they  had  reaped  such  rich  rewards.  The  loss,  in 
tleraen  have  supposed,  to  certain  places,  or  to  ,  a  great  degree,  of  the  foreign  market  for  our 
particular  employments,  but  embraces  the  whole  ;  grain,  and  of  the  carrying  trade;  the  loss,  in  one 
country,  and  is  almost  equally  felt  by  all  classes  ;  word,  of  our  neutral  position,  produced  a  change 
in  society.  It  is  also  lamentably  true,  that  men  in  the  condition  of  the  People,  wh^chcould^not 
in  the  middle  and  higher  ranks  of  life,  are  consid 


fail    to    be   severely    felt.      This   change,  which 


erably  involved  in  d"ebt,  and  I  will  certainly  not  |  would,  under  any  circumstances,  have  been  pain- 
attempt  to  deny  that  these  are  evils  of  great  mag-  j  ful,  has  unfortunately  been  rendered  peculiarly 
Ditude  or  that  they  have  produced,  and  must  con-  ,  oppressive  in  some  parts  of  the  country,  by  tbe 
tinue  to  produce,  serious  embarrassments.  Now,  !  unsettled  state  of  the  currency— the  multiplication 
in  searching  for  the  causes  of  this  state  of  things,  I  of  banks— the  extensive  issue  of  the  paper  money, 
it  is  not  a  little  astonishing  that  gentlemen  should  i  and  the  unjust  interference  of  the  Legislatures  of 
pass  over  the  great  political  events  which  have  I  some  of  the  Slates,  to  prevent  the  enforcement  of 
obviously  placed  the  United  States  in  a  new  po-  debts.  In  some  of  the  Western  States,  for  exam- 
sition  in  relation  to  the  rest  of  the  world,  and  pie,  paper  banks  were  established  and  money 
should  look  entirely  to  temporary  circumstances  issued  to  an  extent  almost  incredible,  in  one  ol 
and  transient  causes;  such,  for  instance,  as  the  ,  those  States,  forty  banks  were  incorporated  by  a 
'•balance  of  trade,"  and  the  "drain  of  specie."        |  singleact  of  the  Legislature;  they  were  located 


in  different  parts  of  the  country — an  immense 
amount  of  paper  was  issued  and  circulated — the 
farmers  were  tempted  to  borrow  and  indulge 
themselves  in  the  most  extravagant  expenditures, 


The  fact,  that,  from  the  commencement  of  the 
French  revolution  to  the  fall  of  Napoleon,  the 
United  States  occupied   a  neutral   position,  and 

enjoyed  the  privilege  of  monopolizing  the  carrying  ,     -  ,   .     ,  u  J    .    k  ^  k.     tkoi- 

trade,  and   commanding  for   hej;  breadstuffs   the  i  and  when  this  evil  had  reached  its  height— their 
markets  of  the  world  .  .      --         • 

not  only  for  the  rapid 

prosperity  of  our  couiL-,,  -  .■         .  .  u 

rary  depression  which  must  result  from  the  loss    how  they  could. 


Img  lor   her   breadstutls   tne  :  anu  wuen  uus  evu  uau  icaui.^u  .i^  ^^.^^^ ^.^ 

1,  would  sufficiently  account,  local  banks  (having,  by  their  worthless  paper. 
d  arowth  and  extraordinary  1  driven  all  the  specie  out  of  the  country)  stopped 
uii'ry,  but  also  for  the  tempo-    business,  and  left  the  people  to  pay  their  debts 


of. these  advantages.     Our  fields  have  almost  lit 
erallv  been  fertilized  by  the  blood  of  Europe  ;  we 


The  whole  of  our  calamities,  Mr.  President, 
may  be  summed  up  in  a  few  words — debts,  and 


have  fattened  on  ihe^crimes  of  her  tyrants,  and  want  of  money.  Now,  debts  cannot  be  paid  with- 
the  sufferings  of  her  people.  This  has  resulted  \  out  money,  and  as  we  have  no  mines,  and  cannot 
entirely  from  our  peculiar  and  felicitous  situation  ;:  manufacture  .silver  and  gold,  I  am  at  a  loss  to 
a  nation  at  peace,  with  a  salubrious  climate,  a  |  conceive  how  we  are, to  obtain  money,  or  dis- 
nch  and  varied  soil,  and  a  rapidly  increasing  '  charge  our  debts,  by  cutting  off  foreign  trade^ 
population,  protected  and  fostered  by  a  free  Gov-    Having  thus  pointed  out,  what  I  suppose  to  be  the 


ernment,  and  liberal  institutions;  whilst  all  the 
rest  of  the  world  was  involved  in  the  horrors 
of  war.  That  an  increase  in  wealth  beyond  all 
former  example,  and  in  general  prosperity  with- 


nature,  extent,  and  true  source,  of  all  our  difficul- 
ties, I  will  proceed  to  consider  the  causes  assigned 
by  gentlemen  on  the  other  side.     These  are — 
1.  The  balance  of  trade  and  drain  of  specie. 
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2.  The  loss  of  our  exerts;  and 

3.  That  commerce  and  agriculture  are  over- 
doDe. 

On  each  of  these,  I  must  make  a  few  remarks. 
In  relation  to  the  balance  of  trade,  the  gentlemen 
turn  to  our  public  documents,  and  showing  from 
these  that  we  import  more  than  we  export,  at 
once  conclude  that  the  balance  is  against  us. 
During  the  last  year,  say  they,  we  actually  im- 
ported goods  to  the  amount  of  377,579,267,  while 
we  exported  only  ^74,699,030,  from  which  they 
infer  that  the  nation  fell  in  debt  nearly  three  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  But  will  gentlemen  call  to  mind 
that  we  employed,  in  the  importation  and  expor- 
tation of  the  goods,  800,000  tons  of  .shipping; 
and  as  the  capital  invested  in  those  ships,  must, 
of  course,  have  yielded  some  profit,  it  was  neces- 
sary that  we  should  import,  not  only  the  value  of 
the  merchandise  exported,  but  the  amount  of  the 
freight.  The  imports  of  every  country  must, 
therefore,  exceed  the  exports  in  value,  by  an 
amount  at  least  equal  to  the  profits. 

Though  gentlemen  have  argued  this  point  with 
great  earnestness,  I  really  cannot  persuade  myself 
that  it  IS  necessary  to  say  much  in  reply  ;  I'will 
merely  advert,  therefore,  to  one  or  two  facts  in  sup- 
port of  my  views.  It  has  been  stated  in  a  recent  pub- 
lication, of  unquestionable  authority,  that  thirty- 
nine  vessels  sailed  from  Portsmouth^  N.  H.,  in  one 
year,  in  ballast ;  that  these  vessels  were  employed 
in  the  carrying  trade  in   Europe,  and  realized  a 
clear  profit  of  §150,000,  with  which  they  returned 
to  the  United    States.     >i"ow,  accordmg  to   the 
custom-house  books,  it  appears  that  in  this  case, 
we  imported  SloO,000  more  than  we  exported, 
and  this  sum  is  actually  included  in  the  balance 
which  the  gentlemen  set  down  against  us.     Can 
it  escape  the  notice  of  the  gentlemen  that,  ac- 
cording to  their  mode  of  calculation,  a  cargo  lost 
in  the  ocean,  or  sold  m  Europe  for  half  its  value, 
creates  a  balance  in  our  favor,  while  one  doubled 
in  value,  swells   the  balance  against  us?     The 
plain  truth  is,  that  tto  higher  evidence  can  possi-  ' 
bly  be  furnished  of  the  prosperous  state  of  our  [ 
commerce  than  that  our  imports  uniformly  ex- 
ceed our  exports,  and  this  excess  has  always  been  ' 
greatest  when  our  trade  has  been  most  prosper- 
ous.    It  is  so  well  understood  and  acknowledged 
in  Europe,  that  a  prosperous  trade  cannot  exist 
without  importing   more  than  you  export,  that 
when  the  statements  of  the  custom-houses  in  Eng- 
land have  exhibited  a  different  result,  the  circum-  , 
stance  has  been  accounted  for  by  showing  that  it  ' 
has  arisen  entirely  from  the  difference  between  , 
the  official   valuation   and    the   actual    value  of  I 
goods.  { 

Both  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Tal- 
bot,) and  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  have 
treated  this  subject,  as  if  all  importation  ran  the 
country  in  debt.  Now,  I  would  seriously  ask 
those  gentlemen,  whether  they  believe  that,  when 
we  export  our  produce,  we  make  a  free  gift  of  it 
to  a  foreign  nation?  or.  can  they  imagine  that, 
m  sending  us  their  ffoods,  they  are  bestowing  a 
gratuity  ?  If  not,  it  follows  that  each  party  must 
receive  some  equivalent,  and  this  is  found  in  the 


exchange  of  commodities,  on  terms  mutually  ad- 
vantageous.    Nor  does  the  intervention  of  specie 
make  the  least  difference  in  the  case ;  for,  though 
silver  is  used  as  a  standard  of  value,  yet  it  is  only 
a  commodity,  which,  like  all  others,  is  obtained 
in  exchange  for  produce.     There  can  be  no  drain 
of  specie,  therefore,  while  trade   is  free,  and  we 
have  any  thing  to  exchange  for   it.     And  what 
possible  difference  can   it  make  whether  we  pay 
for  an  article  in  produce,  or  in  the  gold  and  sil- 
ver,  which    we    buy  with   that  produce  ?     But, 
her*  my  friend   from   Kentucky  (Mr.   Johnson) 
asks,  "  whether  we  mean  to  contend  that  there  is 
no  such   thing  as  a   balance  of  trade  ?"     In  an- 
swer, I  will  state,  that  a  nation  may  import  frona 
a  particular  place,  or  in  a  particular  year,  more 
than  a  fair  return  for  the  articles  exported,  and  m 
either  case  a  debt  may  certainly  be  created.     But 
I  from  the  very  nature  of  trade,  this  can  only  exist 
for  a  short  period,  the  over  importation  from  one 
place,  or  in  one  year,  being  necessarily  balanced 
by  under  importations  from   other  places,  or  ia 
i  other  years;  and  thus,  in   a  series  of  years,  the 
whole  amount  of  imports  and  exports  must  bal- 
ance each  other.     Sharp-sighted  and  experienced 
importing  iiierchants,  are  not  at  all  like  '•  spend- 
thrift  heirs."     They  do  not  go  on  increasing  their 
imports  beyond  the  means  ol  the  country  to  pay 
for  them  ;  nor  does  the  foreign  merchant  continue 
to  send  on   his  goods,  after  he  finds  that  his  cus- 
tomers cease  to  makeremijtances.     The  accounts 
are  balanced  at  stated   periods,   and   the  debt  is 
paid,  in  the  only  way  by  which  such  a  debt  ever 
could  be  paid — by   the  produce  of  the  country. 
I  conclude,  therefore,  that  if  a   nation  exports,  it 
must  import,  and   so,   vice  versa.     As  a  general 
rule,  all  parties  concerned  in  trade  derive  a  profit. 
It  is  the  increased  value  given  to  commodities  by 
labor  or  art,  or  by  the  mere  act  of  transportation, 
which   is   the  foundation   of  commerce.     In  this 
wav  the  world  is  perpetually  progressing  in  wealth 
and  refinement ;  and  every  advance  that  is  made 
in  science  or  in  art — every  new  impulse  given  to 
industry — adds  to   the  comfort  and  happiness  of 
mankind.     I  repeat,  therefore,  that  so  far  from 
mourning  over  the  immense  amount  of  our  im- 
ports,  we   may  resort  to  them,  as  affording,  not 
only  conclusive  evidence  that  we  are  going  on 
prosperously,  but  as  furnishing  almost  the  stand- 
ard  by  which  that  prosperity  can    be  measured. 
Awav,  then,  Mr.  President,  with  this  argument 
of  "  the  balance  of  trade." 

But  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  (.Mr.  Ea- 
ton) insists,  that  there  is  one  fact  which  demon- 
strates that  the  balance  of  trade  must  be  against 
us — that  fact  is,  the  rate  of  exchange,  which  he 
states  is  now  no  less  than  eight  per  cent,  in  favor 
of  Great  Britain.  The  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee, as  well  as  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island, 
(Mr.  D'WoLF,)  have  also  strongly  relied  on  this 
circumstance.  Now,  are  these  gentlemen  not 
aware,  that  eight  per  cent,  premium  on  bills  of 
exchange  on  England,  is  at  this  time  actually  be- 
low par  ?  It  is  manifest  that  the  nominal  rate  of 
exchange  can  furnish  no  evidence  of  the  actual 
difference,  except  where  the  standard  of  value  is 
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the  same.     If  the  currency  of  one  country  should 
be  coin,  and  of  another  depreciated  paper — if  gold 
be  the  standard  in  one  place,  and  silver  in  another, 
or  if  the  coins  be  of  different  value,  the  rate  of 
exchange  must  be  influenced  by  all  of  these  cir- 
cumstances, and  could  furnish  not  the  slightest  evi- 
dence of  the  true  balance  of  trade.     Is  it  not  ob- 
vious, that,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  the  dif- 
ference  of  exchange   between   countries,   whose 
currency   is  the  same,  would  be  merely  the  ex- 
pense  of  transporting  specie  ?     Why  should  an 
American  merchant  pay  a  debt  in  England  by  a 
bill  of  exchange,  at  eight  or  ten  per  cent,  premium, 
when  the  expense  of  sending  the  specie  to  Eng- 
land would  not  exceed  two  per  cent.    Gentlemen 
will  see  at  once,  therefore,  that  there  must  be  a  fal- 
lacy in  their  argument ;  for  if  the  premium  of  eight 
percent,  on  bills,  was  the  measure  of  the  real  differ- 
ence of  exchange,  no  bills  would  be  purchased, 
but  specie  would   be  shipped.     The  truth  is,  the 
currency  of  the  two  countries  is  different.     In  con- 
sidering the  rate  of  exchange,  between  the  United 
States  and  England,  it  must  always  be  recollected 
that,  practically,  silver  is  the  standard  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  because  in  silver  onlv  all  payments  are 
made,  wiiile  gold  is  the  standJNl  in  England,  be- 
cause in  gold  alone  all  payments  are  made — silver 
not  being  even  a  legal  tender  for  suras  above  two 
pounds ;  they  are  then  not  susceptible  of   direct 
comparison,  being  things  entirely  dissimilar,  and 
must  be  compared  by  some  indirect  mean.     This 
mean  is  familiarly  known   in  practice,  and  is  ob- 
vious in  principle.     It  is  as  follows  :  Compare  the 
standard  value  of  a  given  quantity  (an  ounce  for 
instance)  of  the  pure  contents  of  our  silver  coin, 
with  the  market  value,  in   England,  of  the  same 
quantity  of  pure   silver.     I  hold   in  my  hand  two 
sutements,   obtained    from   gentlemen    perfectly 
conversant  with   the  subject.     The  first  exhibits 
this  comparison,  in  a  case  when  the  market  value 
in  England,  is  supposed   to  be  4*.  O^W.  per  ounce 
of  Spanish   dollars.      There   is  a  difference    be- 
tween Spanish  and  American  dollars,  which  this 
paper  also  explains.     The  second,  is  an  extension 
of  the  principle  of  the  fic*t,  and  shows  the  appar- 
ent loss,  but  in  truth,  the  real  par  of  exchange,  in 
the  several  instances,  which  it  enumerates.    From 
these   statements,    it  appears    that  exchange   on 
England  being  at  fifteen   per  cent,  premium,  and 
Spanish  dollars  in  the  English   market  at  4«.  <od. 
per  ounce,  is  really  at  par,  because  the  bill  of  ex- 
change of  SlOO,  which  is  purchased  at  SI  15,  will 
)rocure  in  the  English  market  ^\\b  Spanish  dol- 
ars — and  when  dollars  are  at  As.  9i<i.  in  the  Eng- 
ish  market,  (which  is  about  the  present  price,) 
if  exchange  on  England  be  below  eight  per  cent., 
it  is  below  par,  and  in  favor  of  the  United  States. 
I  have  this  day  received  a  letter  from  a  highly  re- 
spectable gentleman  m  Philadelphia,  who  assures 
me,  that  a  merchant  may  now  purchase  a  bill  of 
exchange  on  London  with  silver,  (or  notes,  for 
which  silver  can  be  obtained,)  at  the  rate  of  nine 
per  cent,  premium,  and  that  when  he  takes  it  to 
England,  he  will  receive   for  it  gold  at  par,  with 
which  he  will  be  able  to  purchase  109  silver  dol- 
lars— should  the  price  of  silver,  continue  in  Eng- 


land, the  same  as  at  the  last  accounts — thus  mak- 
ing the  purchase  of  a  bill  at  nine  per  cent,  pre- 
mium, actually  a  purchase  at  par.  The  gentleman 
from  Tennessee,  therefore,  will  perceive,  that  his 
"  eight  per  cent,  premium  "  on  bills, is  below  par; 
that  he  could  obtain  in  England  for  such  a  bill, 
more  than  he  would  give  for  it  here,  and  there- 
fore, according  to  his  views  of  the  subject,  the 
balance  of  txade  must  be  in  favor  of  the  United 
States. 

With  respect  to  the  loss  of  our  exports,  I  think 
gentlemen  are  equally  mistaken.  It  was  to  have 
been  expected,  that  the  causes  to  which  I  have  ad- 
verted, if  they  did  not  greatly  lessen  the  amount, 
would  change  the  character  of  our  exports,  and  it 
does  not  appear  to  me,  that  the  result  has  been  as 
fortunate  as  could  have  been  reasonably  expected. 
In  1823,  the  amount  of  our  domestic 

exports  was  .        .        .        .   ^7,155,408 

Same  year,  the  amount  of  our  for- 
eign exports  was  ...     27,543,622 

Making  in  all  -        -        -        -    §74,699,030 
In  1822,  domestic  exports  §49,874,079 
''        foreign        do.  -     22.286,202 

— '. 72,160.281 


Increase  - 


$2,538,749 


Now,  from  1790  to  1816,  a  period  of  twenty-six 
years,  it  appears  (from  Seybert,  p.  93)  that  there 
was  but  one  year  when  our  domestic  exports  ex- 
ceeded forty-seven  millions;  and  while  our  ex- 
ports of  foreign  articles  has  been  reduced  more 
than  one-half,  our  domestic  exports  have  remained 
nearly  the  same  in  amount.  It  is  our  commerce 
then  that  has  chiefly  suffered. 

If  it  be  said,  that  particular  States  have  lost  a 
market  for  their  grain,  and  that  our  exports  are 
principally  of  cotton,  rice,  and  tobacco,  I  will  ask, 
if  gentlemen  propose  to  remedy  that  inconvenience 
by  equalizing  the  relative  advantages  of  different 
portions  of  the  Union  ?     Must  the  cotton  planter 
pay  to  the  grower  of  wheat  a  portion  of  his  profits 
to  equalize  their  incomes  ?     If  so,  some  portion  of 
the  immense  sums  received  by  the  latter  for  their 
grain  during  the  war,  must  be  brought  into  the 
account ;  for  gentlemen  will  recollect,  that  when 
our  cotton  was  lying  in  our  barns  for  years  to- 
gether, the  people  of  the  West  were  receiving  for 
their  flour  sometimes  as  much  as  thirty  or  forty  dol- 
lars a  barrel,  and  that  the  manufacturers  then  pos- 
;  sessed  a  complete  monopoly  o(  the  home  market  ? 
I      It  is  true,  Mr.  President,  that  our  march  to  great- 
i  ness  has  been  interrupted  by  impediments,  which 
i  have  arrested  our  rapid  progress.     But  these  are 
happily  not  insurmountable,  though  they  can  only 
:  be  overcome  by  patience,  fortitude,  and  perseve- 
'  ranee.     We  must  be  wanting  to  ourselves,  how- 
ever, if  this  nation  does  not  yet  fufil  its  high  des- 
tinies. 

But,  we  are  told,  in  the  last  place,  that  "  com- 
merce and  agriculture  have  been  overdone,"  and 
!  it  has  become  necessary  to  divert  a  portion  of  our 
1  surplus  capital  and  labor  to  other  pursuits.     When 
I  we  call   lor  the   proof  of  this   assertion,  gentle- 
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men  point  to  the  surplus  produce  of  the  country, 
which  they  tell  us,  is  "  rotting  in  our  barns."  But 
if  the  flour  remaining  on  the  hands  of  the  farmer, 
proves  that  "agriculture  is^rerdone,"  then  manu- 
factures must  also  be  overdone,  for  gentlemen  tell 
us  "of  large  quantities  of  goods,  which  are  re- 
maining unsold  in  the  hands  of  the  manufacturer,'' 
and  by  the  same  rule  all  the  pursuits  in  life,  even 
the  learned  professions,  and  the  mechanic  arts, 
must  be  greatly  overdone.  As  to  the  diminu- 
tion of  exports,  so  far  as  this  exists,  it  would 
just  as  much  prove  that  manufactures,  as  that 
agriculture,  or  commerce,  are  overdone ;  for  pre- 
cisely to  the  extent  to  which  you  supply  your 
wants  at  home,  will  be  the  diminution  of  the  quan- 
tity of  goods  imported,  and  consequently  of  the 
articles  sent  abroad  to  pay  for  them  ;  and  this 
evil  must  be  increased,  and  not  diminished,  by  the 
extension  of  manufactures.  The  truth  is,  that  we 
are  suffering  from  general  causes,  which  affect, 
nearly  equally,  every  department  of  life,  and  it  is 
not  true,  that  any  branch  of  industry  is  peculiarly 
overdone.  From  the  chaos  into  which  the  world 
has  been  thrown  by  the  astonishing  events  of  mod- 
ern times,  the  political  elements  have  not  yet  had 
time  to  settle  down  into  tLcir  appropriate  stations. 
Society  only  wants  time  to  adjust  itself  to  a  new 
order  of  affairs.     The  citizens  of  the  United  States 

have  been  basking  in  the  sunshine  of  prosperity 

they  have  revelled  so  long  in  the  luxuries  of  wealth 
and  refinement — that  they  cannot  at  once  become 
reconciled  to  a  life  of  patient  labor  and  persever- 
ing industry.  An  honorable  gentleman,  from  the 
West  actually  attributes  the  failure  of  our  manu- 
factures, in  a  great  measure,  "to  the  impatience 


reduced  to  one-tenth  of  the  former  prices ;  and 
the  profits  of  all  pursuits  would  soon  be  equalized. 
This  is  a  conclusive  answer  to  the  whole  argu- 
ment in  favor  of  machine  labor.  But,  if  the  value 
added  to  the  raw  material,  (without  any  consid- 
eration of  the  capital  invested,)  be  the  test  of  the 
profits  ot  different  pursuits,  I  am  inclined  to  think 
that  agriculture  would  be  found  to  have  an  ad- 
vantage over  manufactures.  The  latter,  we  are 
told,  adds  ten  fold  to  the  raw  material — the  former 
adds,  perhaps,  a  hundred.  The  manufacturer, 
aided  by  his  machinery,  converts,  by  his  labor,  a 
pound  of  cotton,  which  cost  twenty  cents,  into 
two  yards  of  cloth,  worth  two  dollars — while  the 
farmer  puts  a  few  grains  into  the  earth,  which 
cost  him  almost  nothing,  and  by  the  help  of  his 
horse  and  his  plough,  with  the  assistance  of  the 
elements,  (all  of  which  constitute  his  labor-saving 
machinery,)  produces  a  hundred,  and  in  some 
cases  a  thousand  fold.  Is  his  pursuit,  therefore,  the 
most  profitable?  No— the  profits  will  be  eq'ual- 
ized  by  the  prices — and  these  will  he  regulated  by 
an  unerring  standard,  common  to  all  pursuit.<, 
viz  :  the  interest  on  the  capital,  and  wages  of 
labor. 

But  it  has  been  most  earnestly  insisted,  that  we 
must  pass  this  bill,  to  encourage  home  industry, 
and  that  manufacturing  establishments  must  be 
promoted,  because  the  goods  which  they  will  fur- 
nish, will  be  the  produce  of  American  capital  and 
labor.  Gentlemen  aj)pear  seriously  to  believe 
that  nothing  is  the  result  of  American  industry' 
which  IS  not  made  at  home.  Now,  sir,  I  insist, 
that  home  industry  is  as  much  exerted,  and  Ame- 
rican labor  and  capital  in  all  respects  as  much 


.»^..-.^^,  .„  „  «,•«-«»<.  ujtaauic,     lu  uie  iinpauence    ricau  laoor  ana  capiiai  m   all  respects  as  much 
of  the  American  character,"  and  tells  us  "  that  the  I  employed  in  obtaining  an  article  from  abroad  as 


people  are  soon  disgusted  and  discouraged.''  And  ^ 
shall  we,  sir,  adapt  our  legislation  to  such  a  char-  \ 
acter;  or  shall  we  not  rather  cultivate  a  national  ' 
character,  which  shall  be  distinguished  for  patient 
industry  and  unshaken  perseverance?  I  would! 
cherish,  sir,  in  the  American  people, 

A  towering,  and  deep  rooted  strength  of  soul, 
Which,  like  the  oak,  might  shake  in  Summer  winds, 
But  stript  by  Winter,  stands  immoveable. 

Having  thus  traced  to  their  source  the  causes 


in  making  it  at  home.  When  Great  Britain  sends 
to  this  country  her  manufactured  goods,  how  do 
we  pay  for  them  ?  Surely  with  the  produce  of 
our  labor.  It  is  true,  we  may  give  ten  pounds  of 
cotton  for  one  pound  of  cloth,  but  then,  it  costs 
us  no  more  capital  or  labor  to  produce  the  ten 
pounds  of  cotton,  than  it  does  the  British  manu- 
ufacturer  to  work  up  the  pound  of  cotton  into 
cloth.  The  wages  of  labor,  and  the  interest  on 
the  capital,  is  the  standard  of  value  in  both  cases  ; 
and,  as  the  English  lafwrer  works  harder   and 


of  the  evTls  under  which  the  nation  sufler.fwm  I  ?a7eL  Z:::.^^  ^^^J::^  ^/^ 
proceed  lo  examine  the  remedy  proposed.  This  the  advantage  in  the  exchan-re.  It  will  not^b^ 
consists  in  the  creation  by  law  ol  great  manufac-  '  denied,  that  The  labor  employed  n  p  o^ucinTthe 
uring  establishments  The  gentlemen  insist,  that  ;  articles  which  we  export,  is  'home  iStJiinei- 
this  employment  of  labor  and  capital,  is,  ,n  the  j  ther  will  it  be  questioned  that  the  labor  employed 
abstract  naost  profitable,  and  they  consider  the  in  building,  equipping,  and  navir^atincr  the  shms 
value  added  to  the  raw  material  as  the  exact  meas-  j  which  ca?ry  the  n  to  market,  i^home  indus tr? 
ure  of  that  profit.  ,1  must,  at  the  very  threshold  of,'  then,  it  surely  follows,  that  the  good^btained  m 
this  inquiry,  express  ray  astonishment— that  gen-  I  exchancre  for  this  produce   ^^thoroLh^rh      l 

liTZ  ^fTab  °"^'^^'  '''  K°'"""^^  ^'";*^'  !' '''  '^    industry,%n;  may  "^^t^^iuy  be^^d"'  o°  be'ro 
ifLrrP  J      '""^J'"?,  •"/'^'^"^"y  '""^""^  "'''^- 1  ^"^^J  by  that  industry.    It  can  make  no  difference 

aid  capaaTwoSfd^''^''  'r'"  Y^''  P"^'"''^'  ^^^^ !  ^'^^^^^^^'  ^^''^''  ^"^^  articles  be  raade  It  home 
and  capital  would,  according  to  an  uncrrinir  law  -  or  abroad— it  will  be  our  interest  m  nh.»in  tLVrl 

of  pur  nature,  icnmediately  flow  into  that  channel,    where  they  can  Ix^  procurrchea^st^^^^^^^^ 


'. V..U.V.I  livjTw  iijiu  luai  ciictuiit:!, 

until  the  profits  should  be  brought  down  to  the 
common  level.  If  it  were  true  that  labor  in  man- 
ufactures, would  produce  "ten  times  as  much 
labor  in  agriculure  or  commerce,"'  it  would  only 
loUow,  that  the  manufactured  articles  would  be 


ustrate  my  positions,  by  stating  a  case.  Suppose 
a  thousand  lamilies  to  be  exclusively  employed  in 
what  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  call  "  home 
industry,"  that  is  to  say,  some  of  them  are  em- 
ployed in  cultivating  grain,  some  in  raising  sheep, 


633 


HISTORY  OF  COxNGRESS. 


634 


Apbil,  1824. 


The  TaHff  BiU. 


Senate. 


and  others  in  manufacturing  cloth.  At  the  end 
of  the  year  it  is  found,  that,  over  and  above  main- 
taining themselves  in  comfort,  they  have  accumu- 
lated a  surplus  of  ten  thousand  yards  of  broad- 
cloth, worth  in  the  market  forty  thousand  dollars. 
This  will  be  admitted  to  be  "American  labor  "and 
"  home  industry."  Now,  suppose  the  same  per- 
sons to  bedistributed  differently — a  part  of  them  are 
employed  in  raising  articles  for  lood,  a  part  for 
exportation,  and  the  remainder  (as  merchanLs, 
seamen,  &c.,)  in  transporting  the  surplus  produce 
to  a  foreign  market,  and  exchanging  it  for  cloth. 
At  the  end  of  the  year,  their  gains  are  also  sum- 
med up,  and  it  is  found  that,  besides  maintaining 
themselves,  they  have  with  their  surplus  produce 
imported  cloth  to  the  value  of  §40,000.  I  will  ask 
whether  the  article  thus  imported,  is  not  as  much 
the  product  of  home  industry  as  if  it  had  been 
manufactured  in  the  country  ?  Neither  the  coun- 
try nor  the  individuals  would  be  richer  or  poorer, 
whether  the  cloth  was  made  at  home  or  brought 
from  abroad  :  while  the  pursuits  in  the  latter  case, 
being  more  liberal  and  diversified,  would  be  calcu- 
lated to  produce  a  beneficial  influence  on  the  na- 
tional character.  But,  if  the  whole  labor  and  capi- 
tal of  the  one  hundred  persons,  above  mentioned, 
could,  when  employed  in  agriculture  and  com- 
merce, produce  ten  thousand  yards  of  cloth,  but 
•when  employed  in  the  manufacture  of  the  article, 
could  (from  the  want  of  skill,  and  capital,  or  other 
causes)  produce  only  five  thousand  yards,  it  is 
manifest  that  a  great  loss  must  be  sustained — a  loss 
of  no  le.ss  than  one-half  of  the  whole  capital  and 
labor  employed.  Now,  if,  in  such  a  case,  the  Gov- 
ernment should  step  in,  and  in  order  to  make  the 
pursuit  profitable,  impose  such  a  duty  on  foreign 
cloth  as  would  enable  the  manufacturers  to  sell  the 
five  thousand  yards  at  double  price,  (viz:  for 
$40,000,)  then  it  is  clear  that  an  unprofitable  pur- 
suit would  be  made  profitable  by  a  bounty  taken 
out  of  the  pockets  ol  the  consumers;  and  if  you 
extend  the  system  on  a  large  scale,  to  various 
branches  of  manufactures,  it  is  obvious  that  in- 
dividuals would  not  only  be  taxed,  to  a  great 
amount,  but  the  nation  would  be  impoverished,  by 
diverting  the  labor  and  capital  of  its  citizens,  from 
a  more,  to  a  less  profitable  pursuit. 

If  It  be  manifest  from  this  case,  (and  a  hundred 
others  could  be  put,  equally  strong)  that  the  ques- 
tion, whether  manufacturing  at  home  be  prefer- 
able to  importing,  depends  altogether  on  the  fact, 
which  yields  the  most  profit,  it  seems  to  follow, 
that  it  is  the  interest  of  the  nation,  as  it  is  of  indi- 
viduals, to  buy  where  they  can  buy  cheapest,  and 
this  requires  no  legislation.  If  we  can  make  cloth 
cheaper  at  home  than  we  can  buy  it  abroad,  we  will 
make  it  at  home ;  if  not,  it  is  our  interest  to  import 
it.  In  the  case  (supposed  by  the  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side,)  of  a  farmer  who  had  nothing  to  give 
for  his  cloth  but  grain,  which  the  foreign  merchant 
would  not  take,  I  admit  that  it  might  be  necessary 
for  him  to  make  the  exchange  where  he  could 
effect  It,  without  regard  to  the  price.  No  such 
case,  however,  can  exist,  for  as  long  as  wheat  can 
be  exchanged  for  any  thing,  it  will  command 
money,  and  if  it  cannot  be  so  exchanged,  its  cul- 


tivation must  be  abandoned.  Gentlemen  deceive 
themselves  greatly,  if  they  suppose  that  the  Ameri- 
can manufacturer  will  take  their  surplus  wheat  in 
payment  for  his  cloth.  Manufacturing  establish- 
ments depend  much  more  on  capital  than  on  labor, 
and  though  the  spinners  and  weavers  may  con- 
sume flour,  machinery  and  capital  certainly  will 
not.  The  quantity  of  grain  consumed  in  the 
country  will  not  be  increa'sed  by  manufactures: 
nor  do  I  believe  that  the  quantity  produced  will 
be  materially  diminished.  The  fact  is,  if  there  be 
a  surplus  of  grain,  or  of  any  other  article,  the  quan- 
tity produced  must  be  lessened.  There  are  a  thou- 
sand agricultural  products  of  which  our  soil  is 
capable,  to  which  our  attention  haus  not  even  been 
turned.  A  very  short  time  will  serve  to  develop 
the  resources  of  the  country,  and  open  abundant 
sources  of  profitable  and  useful  employment^  and 
our  citizens  will  emerge  from  their  present  diffi- 
culiies  "like  gold  purified  in  the  furnace." 

I  admit,  Mr.  President,  that  there  are  exceptions 
to  the  rules  I  have  laid  down.  I  admit,  that  the 
munitions  of  war,  and  the  articles  necessary  to 
national  defence  should  be  provided  at  home,  no 
matter  at  what  expense,  on  the  ground  that  we 
should  not  expose  ourselves  even  to  the  risk  of 
being  left,  in  the  event  of  war,  without  the  means 
of  self-protection.  Beyond  this,  all  duties  should 
be  imposed  merely  for  the  purposes  of  revenue.- 
It  will  not,  it  cannot  be  denied,  that  a  duty  im- 
posed on  foreign  articles,  for  the  express  purpose 
of  protecting  the  domestic  manufacture,  is  a  tax 
on  the  consumer. 

But,  we  are  told,  that,  though  in  the  first  in- 
stance the  effect  of  the  system  may  be  to  impose 
a  tax  on  consumers,  yet  that  they  will  be  com- 
pensated in  the  end,  by  a  diminution  in  the  prices  ; 
by  furnishing  a  home  market  for  the  raw  material ; 
and,  finally,  by  extensive  exportation  of  the  manu- 
factured article  ;  and  here  gentlemen  confidently 
appeal  to  the  experience  of  the  country,  under  the 
tariff  of  1816.  It  has  been  repeatedly  asserted,  in 
both  Houses,thatthewisdomof  the  prohibitory  pol- 
icy has  been  established  by  the  fruits  of  that  bill  j 
that  all  the  predictions  of  the  Southern  gentlemen 
have  been  falsified  and  that  it  has  been  demonstrated 
that,  as  soon  as  a  manufacture  is  brought  into  ex- 
istence, by  the  protecting  system,  the  price  of  the 
article  is  diminished,  and  exportation  begins.  Sir, 
I  am  persuaded  that  gentlemen  have  greatly  de- 
ceived themselves,  and  the  country,  on  this  sub- 
ject. I  apprehend  that  prices  have  not  materially 
fallen,  and  I  feel  myself  well  warranted  in  assert- 
ing, that  there  exists  no  fact  or  circumstance 
which  authorizes  the  statement  that  cotton  goods 
have  been  exported  to  South  America  to  any  con- 
siderable extent.  It  is  said  that  the  extensive 
failure  of  our  manufactures  after  the  war,  arose 
from  the  want  of  adequate  protection.  Now,  sir, 
It  is  not  true  that  this  calamity  arose  from  want 
of  protection.  If  the  act  of  1816  had  saved  the 
cotton  factories,  and  the  want  of  protection  had 
destroyed  the  woollen,  then  the  failures  would 
have  taken  place  exclusively  among  the  latter. 
But  what  was  the  fact?  Why,  four-fifths  of  all 
the  manufactories  which  failed  in  New  England, 
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were  of  coarse  cotton  goods;  and  in  relation  to 
these,  tlie  gettilemen  adtiut  they  enjoyed  the  bene4it 
of  a  *'  prohibitory  duty."     This  fact  I  as:^ert  on 
unquestionable  authority,  and  it  certainly  proves 
that  the  failures  were   not   the   consequence   of 
want  of  protection.    Nor  is  it  true  that,  in  conse- 
quence ol"  the  act  of  1816,  prices  have  fallen  so 
low  as  to  afford  compensation  for  the  bounties  we 
have  been  compelled  to  pay  to  the  manufacturers. 
There  has  been  a  considerable  diminution  in  the 
quantity  of  money;  a  sound  currency  has  been  in 
a  great  measure  restored,  money  has  therefore  m- 
creased  in  value,  and  property  has  consequently 
fallen.     The  average  diminution  in  the  value  of 
land,  we  are  informed,  is  nearly  fifty  per  cent, 
and  a  similar  fall  has  taken  place  in  almost  every 
species   of    property.     Cotton    cloths    have   not, 
therefore,  fallen  in  price,  unless  they  can  now  be 
procured  for  one-half  of  what  they  cost  in  1S16, 
and  this  is  certainly  not  the  ca-^e.     I  will  put  it 
to  the  candor  of  gentlemen,  whether  coarse  cot- 
tons can   now   be  purchased   as   low  here  as  in 
England.     And  if  not,  where  is  our  gain   from 
the  fall  of  prices?     Look,  Mr.  President,  at  the 
experience  of  the  country,  in  relation  to  the  man- 
ufacture of  two  articles;  I  mean  shoes  and  hats. 
Has  the  almost  total  prohibition  of  the  foreign 
article,  and  the  monopoly  of  the  home  market, 
lessened  the  prices?     No,  sir,  we  pay  more  for  our 
hats   and  shoes   than  any  people  on   earth,  and 
when  almost  every  article  imported  from  abroad 
has  fallen  twenty  or  thirty  per  cent.,  these  main- 
tain their  prices,  immoveable.     With  respect  to 
the   home   market  for  our  raw  material,  i  deny 
that  the  cotton-growers  have  yet  derived  any  ma- 
terial  advantage   from    that    source;  and    I    am 
wholly  at  a  loss  to  conceive  how  the  home  market 
ever  can  supply  the  place  of  the  foreign  market, 
in  this  respect.     The  quantity  of  cotton  annually 
.produced  in  the  United   States  is  600,000  bales ; 
of  thi.s,  the  amount  worked  up  in  our  manufac- 
turing establishments,  is  about  80,000  bales.    Now, 
if  the  cotton-growers  have  found  a  home  market 
for  this  quantity,  I  wish   to   know  if  they  do  not 
receive  goods  in  payment  ?  and  whether  they  are 
not,  thereby,  prevented  from  importing  the  same 
amount  of  goods   from   abroad,   for  which   they 
would  have  paid  by  exporting  the^te  very  80,00i) 
bales  of  cotton  ?     If  the  prices  of  the  goods,  there- 
fore, were  exactly  the  same,  it  is  obvious  that  the 
cotton-growers  would  be  neither  gainers  nor  losers 
by  the  change  which    has  been   effected    in   the 
course  of  this  trade;  but,   if  they  have  thereby 
been  compelled  to  pay  a  higher  price  for  their 

f;oods,  then  it  is  clear  that  they  have  actually  been 
osers,  to  the  whole  amount  of  the  difference.  But 
how,  I  would  seriously  ask,  is  it  possible  for  the 
home  market  to  supply  the  place  of  the  foreign 
market,  for  our  cotton  ?  We  supply  Great  Britain 
with  the  raw  material,  out  of  whicb  she  furnishes 
the  continent  of  Europe,  nay,  the  whole  world, 
with  cotton  goods.  We  sent  to  England,  last 
year,  448,000  bales  of  cotton,  of  which  she  re- 
turned us  not  more  than  50,000  bales,  in  cotton 
goods.  Now,  supjxise  our  manufacturing  estab- 
lishments could  make  every  yard  of  cloth  which 


we  consume,  that  would  furnish  a  home  market 
for  no  more  than  50,000  out  of  the  450,000  bale* 
of  cotton,  now  shipped  to  Great  Britain ;  leavinff 
on  our  hands  400.000  bales,  equal  to  two-thirds  oT 
our  whole  produce.  If  our  manufactures  could 
supplant  the  English  in  the  markets  of  Europe,  it 
might  l>e  otherwise.  But  this  idea  is  certainly 
too  extravagant  to  be  seriously  entertained.  And 
are  we  prepared  to  cut  off  the  foreign  market  for 
two-thirds  of  our  cotton,  equal  in  value  to  more 
than  thirteen  millions  of  dollars  per  annum,  on 
the  desperate  experiment  of  supplying  Europe  with 
cotton  goods? 

The  amount  of  the  bounty  paid  to  the  cotton 
and  woollen  manufacturer,  by  virtue  of  the  act 
of  1S16,  may  be  estimated  by  the  following  strik- 
ing facts,  to  which  we  would  call  the  serious  at- 
t^?ntion  of  the  Senate.  The  Committee  of  Ways 
and  .Means,  in  their  report  of  the  30th  of  April, 
1822,  noticing  "  the  rapid  increase  of  the  manu- 
factures of  the  country,  an  increase,  which  the 
most  sanguine  had  not  anticipated,"  take  a  view 
of  the  effect  on  the  revenue,  and  remark,  that — 
''  In   the  year   1818.  the  import>  of  cottons  and 

woollens  amounted  to   -         -         -  820,804,188 
'•  But,  in  1620,  only  to       -         -        -      8,980,074 

Making  a  difference,  m  two  years,  of    15,824,113 

''  A  loss  to  an  extent  no  human  being  could  have 

foreseen." 

In    I'jlG    the    imports    of   woollen    and    cotton 

amounted  to 824,804,188 

181'J 16,555,399 

1820 8,988,074 

Thus  it  appears  that,  under  the  operation  of 
this  '■  wonder-working  system.'"  we  lost  in  one 
year  upwards  of  eigtit  millions  of  our  imports, 
and  the  next  year  sixteen  millions,  making,  in 
two  years,  twenty-four  millions  of  dollars,  with  a 
loss  in  revenue  equal  to  six  millions  of  dollars. 
But  It  has  been  most  earnestly  insisted  that  we 
have  derived  ample  compensation  for  these  losses 
by  the  exportation  of  our  cotton  goods  to  South 
America.  Now  I  call  for  a  statement  of  the  na- 
ture and  amount  of  such  exports.  In  the  al>sence 
of  all  proof.  I  would  rely  with  great  confidence 
on  circumstances  to  show  that  the  gentlemen 
have  mistaken  their  sanguine  hopes  for  undoubted 
facts — the  first  is,  that  it  is,  frum  the  very  nature 
of  things,  highly  improbable  that  we  should  suc- 
cessfully compete  with  Great  Britain,  in  foreign 
markets,  in  respect  to  these  manufactures;  which 
can  only  be  sustained  at  home,  by  protective  du- 
ties of  from  twenty-five  to  one  hundred  per  cent. 
Is  it  not  abaurd  to  talk  of  entering  into  competi- 
tion with  the  English  abroad,  if  we  cannot  do  it 
at  home  ?  Indeed,  what  are  our  advantages  over 
the  English  ?  Their  machinery  is  carried  to  the 
greatest  possible  perfection — their  skill  has  been 
matured  by  knowledge  and  extensive  experience 
— prodigious  capitals  have  been  accumulated  by 
the  successful  trade  of  centuries — and  the  wages 
of  labor  are  so  low,  as  barely  to  sustain  the  artist ; 
surely,  with  these  advantages,  it  is  idle  to  suppose 
that  we  will  be  able  to  drive  the  English  out  of 
any  foreign  market.     At  home  it  may  be  differ- 


ent, and,  in  respect  to  these  articles,  which  are 
chiefly  produced  by  labor-saving  machinery,  and 
for  which  we  possess  the  raw  material  in  abun- 
dance, the  protection  necessarily  afforded  by  our 
revenue  system,  and  our  distance  from  Europe 
will,  I  doubt  not,  enable  us  to  enter  into  success- 
ful competition   with  foreigners.     As  to  our  ex- 
ports to  South  America,  it  may  be  true,  that  a 
few  cargoes  of  cotton  goods  have  found   their 
way  to  this  country  and  to  Mexico.     But  this  has 
probably  arisen  from  the  unsettled  state  of  those 
countries;  or   we   may   have   sent    those    goods 
merely  as  ihe  means  of  paying  (at  a  price,  per- 
haps, below  their  cost)  for  articles  imported  from 
thence,  and  expected  to  be  sold  here  at  extrava- 
gant profits.     I  have  carefully  examined  the  offi- 
cial documents,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining 
the  kmd  and  quantity  of  cotton  cloths  exported 
to  South  America.     I  find,  from  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  that  the  quantity  is 
not  sufficiently  great  to  be  cla.ssed  under  a  sej)ar- 
mte  head.     But   the   whole  amount  of  exports  of 
American    manufactured    articles,   of  every    de- 
scription, to  South   America  and   Mexico,  is  as 
follows,  viz :     * 

Spanish  South  America  and  Mexico    -  8227^20 
Honduras,  Campeachy,  and    Musquito 

Shore        -        -        -        -        -        -        6,595 

Brazil  and  Portuguese  colonies     -        -      38J281 


Making 272,396 

Wliile  our  exports  of  foreign  goods  to  those 
places  amounted  to  four  millions.  ^ 

What  portion  of  this  8272,000  consisted  of 
cotton  goods  we  are  not  informed.  I  should  sup- 
pose It  could  not  exceed  one-third  ;  taking  it, 
nowever,  to  be  one-half,  it  would  only  amount  to 
8130,000,  in  round  numbers  ;  and  this  is  the  im- 
mense exjHjrtation  of  cotton  goods  to  South  Ame- 
rica, about  which  so  much  noise  has  been  made. 
Why,  sir,  we  imported  last  year  nearly  as  much 
cotton  from  South  America,  and  a  cargo  of  wheal 
was  brought  from  Europe  to  New  York.  But 
does  this  prove  that  South  America  can  supplant 
our  cotton  in  the  home  market,  or  that  Europe 
can  supply  us  with  wheat  ?  No,  sir,  these  cases 
prove  nothing;  they  are  mere  exceptions  to  the 
ordinary  course  of  trade. 

Having  now  examined  this  system  of ''home  in- 
dustry," I  will  proceed  to  look  at  some  of  the  "  ex- 
amples" on  which  gentlemen  have  relied  in  favor  of 
their  scheme.  The  example  of  England  ha.s  been 
triumphantly  appealed  to.  It  is  not  a  little  strange, 
sir,  that  gentlemen  who  are  accustomed  to  hold 
up  British  institutions,  to  our  scorn  and  contempt, 
should  now  appeal  to  British  example,  for  the 
purpose  of  supporting  a  policy  which  they  venture 
to  call  ''American."  But  England,  it  seems,  has 
grown  great  by  her  restrictive  system.  If  this 
were  true,  I  would  ask,  if  her  greatness  affords 
evidence  of  the  happiness  of  the  people?  But  it 
seems  that  her  subjects  are  prosperous— we  have 
been  edified  by  an  eulogium  even  on  her  "Poor 
Laws,"  and  are  gravely  told  that  the  paupers  of 
England,  "  have  ruddy  complexions,  and  eat  beef, 
and  drink  tea."     Sir,  I  would  not  exchange  the 


condition  of  our  hardy  sun-bumi  yeomanry,  en- 
joying a  rustic  independence  on  their  own  farms, 
for  that  of  the  most  pampered  menials,  or  well-fed 
paupers  Europe  could  produce.  The  gentlemen 
seem  to  think,  that  the  only  standard  of  national 
welfare  is  money.  Now,  I  do  not  underrate  the 
advantages  of  wealth  and  power,  but  I  consider 
the  happiness  of  the  people  as  of  infinitely  more 
importance,  and  am  inclined  to  believe  that  what- 
ever may  be  gained  in  riches  or  in  power,  very 
litxle  addition  will  be  made  to  the  substantial 
happiness  of  the  people,  by  enticing  them  from 
the  cheerful  walks  of  agricultural  industry  into  the 
gloomy  walls  a  manufactory.  The  large  capital- 
ists of  our  country  may  have  their  incomes  en- 
larged, and  their  political  influence  increased,  but 
the  laborers  will  never  receive  more  than  very 
moderate  wages.  The  ablest  political  economist 
in  Europe  now  tells  us,  that  Great  Britain  has  be- 
come great,  not  in  consequence  of,  but  (to  use  the 
language  of  Lord  Liverpool)  "  in  spite  of  her  restric- 
tive system."  If  gentlemen  reason  so  illogically 
as  to  contend  that  because  England  is  rich,  and 
great,  and  prosperous,  therefore,  she  has  become 
so  from  her  prohibitory  system,  may  we  not,  by 
the  same  course  of  reasoning,  prove  that  she  has 
grown  great  from  her  monarchical  principles,  her 
orders  of  nobility,  or  her  military,  naval,  and 
church  establishments  ?  I  doubt  not  her  poor 
laws  have  had  as  much  influence  in  this  respect 
as  her  corn  laws.  Sir,  England  is  indebted  for 
all  that  she  possesses  to  the  patient  industry  of  her 
people,  her  excellent  judiciary,  her  astonishing 
triumph  in  science,  in  arts,  and  in  arms,  and  her 
extensive  commerce;  which  has  rendered  all  the 
world  tributary  to  her  greatness.  She  owes  no 
portion  of  her  prosperity  to  her  restrictive  system. 
Gentlemen  will  pardon  me,  when  I  declare,  and 
I  do  it  in  the  face  of  their  assertions  to  the  con- 
trary, that  the  whole  history  of  Great  Britain  de- 
monstrates the  impolicy,  nay  the  folly  and  absur- 
dity of  the  system  we  are  now  about,  on  the 
strength  of  her  example,  to  adopt.  It  is  emphat- 
ically true,  that  all  her  manufacture.*  most  pro- 
tected by  laws,  have  advanced!  least,  while  those 
which  have  been  neglected  have  prospered  most. 
Silk,  the  creature  of  bounties,  and  nourished  and 
sustained  by  prohibition,  is  still  in  a  languishing 
condition.  Linen,  the  next  in  order  of  protection, 
is  next  in  the  order  of  success.  Woollen  being 
less  protected  than  these,  has  advanced  beyond 
them.  But  cotton,  which  has  been  of  all  others 
the  least  favored,  has  flourished  most  of  all.  To 
prove  this,  I  will  refer  at  once  to  the  highest  au- 
thority, the  official  statements  of  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer.  Here  are  his  words,  taken 
from  a  speech,  delivered  not  two  months  ago,  in 
the  British  Parliament: 

"  Now,  at  this  part  of  the  question,  I  beg  the  atten- 
tion of  the  committee,  whilst  I  trace  the  progress  of 
the  cotton  manufacture,  and  I  do  so  because  I  feel, 
and,  indeed,  it  cannot  be  doubted,  that  the  arguments 
which  now  are  applied  to  the  change  in  the  silk,  would 
then  have  been  applicable  to  the  cotton  manufactures. 
I  know  of  nothing  in  the  history  of  commerce — I  am 
not  acquainted  with   any  thing  m  the  history  of  our 
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manar««turiD|r  prosperity,  that  can  at  all  compare  with 
this.     It  is  perfectly  true  that  forty  years  ago  the  man- 
ufacture of  woollens  was  the  greal  staple  trade  of  this 
country.     In  the  year  1780,  the  whole  exporU  of  our 
cotton  manufactures  did    not  amount  to   more  than 
£360,000.     In    1785,  which  was   two  years  after  the 
peace,  and  when  the  commerce  of  the  country  had  in 
some  measure  recovered  from  the  difficulties  of  war, 
the  whole  extent  of  our  cotton  exports,  of  every  de- 
scription, did   not   exceed   £864,000,  whilst,  at  that 
period,  oar  woollen  exports  amounted  to  £5,000.000 ;  j 
the  proportion  between  the  two  commodities  being  at  | 
that  time  five  to  one.     But  how  stands  the  case  at  ; 
present!     Why,  sir,  from  that  period  to  the  present,  ; 
that  is,  from  the  year  1785  to  the  year  1822,  the  cotton  j 
exports  have  arisen  to  the  incredible  amount  of  £33,-  ■ 
337,000,   [loud  and  continued  cheers,]  which  is  more  j 
than  forty  times  the  amount  of  that  period.     I  am  now  | 
of  course  speaking  of  official  duties  [hear,  hear  !].     But  i 
with  respect  to  the  woollen  manufactures,  the  great  | 
staple   trade  in  former   times  in   this  country,  it  does  ! 
not  now  amount  to  more  than  £6,000,000,  being  not  i 
so   much  as  one-fourth  the  amount  of  the  exports  of  ' 
cotton  [hear,  hear  !J.      Why  then,  when  I  see  the  pre-  I 
eminent  advantage  which  arises  from  the  circumstance  | 
of  allowing  the  capital  to  run  in  a  free  and  unrestricted  j 
channel  [loud  cheers  ;]  when  I  contemplate  the  bene- 
fits which  the  country  has  derived  from  the  application  ! 
of  sound  principles  to  this  single  branch  of  commerce, 
am  I  not  justified  in  endeavoring  to  prevail  upon   the  ■ 
committee  to  extend  those  principles  which  have  pro-  i 
duced  such  invaluable  result«  ?  [cheers.]"  j 

Now,  sir,  am  I  not  fully  supported  in  the  asser-  ! 
tion  that  the  example  ot  England  is  decisive  in  ! 
our  favor  ?  England  is  now  wide  awake  to  her 
errors  on  this  subject,  and  when  she  is  painfully 
retracing  her  steps,  are  we  to  commence  the  same 
unprofitable  journey  ?  Let  me  entreat  gentlemen 
to  pause  and  consider  how  much  more  easy  it  is 
to  find  our  way  into  a  labyrinth,  than  when  there, 
to  extricate  ourselves  from  its  mazes.  The  Brit- 
ish Parliament  are,  at  this  very  moment,  engaged 
m  propositions,  submitted  by  the  Ministry  and 
supported  by  the  Opposition,  to  take  away  the 
bounty  on  linens,  and  to  promote  the  manufacture 
of  silk,  by  introducing  foreign  competition.  In- 
deed, so  universal  is  the  conviction  in  that  coun- 
try, of  the  impolicy  of  the  restrictive  system,  that 
we  are  assured  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, "  that  for  some  time  past  there  has  prevailed 
in  that  country,  amongst  its  ablest  statesmen  and 
most  eminent  writers,  indeed  among  all  men  of 
sense  and  reflection,  a  decided  conviction  that  the 
maintenance  of  the  prohibitory  system  is  exceed- 
ingly impolitic,"  and  he  concludes  with  the  ex- 
pression of  a  hope,  of  "  yet  seeing  unrestricted 
industry."  Let  us  for  a  moment,  Mr.  President, 
compare  the  woollen  and  cotton  manufactures  of 
England.  It  is  no  answer  to  our  argument  to 
say  that  the  latter  have  derived  some  benefit  from 
the  re>;trictions  on  foreign  cottons,  for  it  will  be 
seen  that  woollen  has  received  tenfold  more  pro- 
tection than  cotton  goods;  and  their  relative  pro- 
gress, therefore,  aftbrds  a  decisive  lest  of  the  effi- 
cacy of  the  protecting  system.  Wool  was,  of  old, 
the  great  staple  of  England,  and  from  the  earliest 
periods,  received  the  protection  of  the  laws  ;  whilst 


the  manufacture,  and  even  the  use  of  cotton  goods 
was  totally  prohibited.  Even  the  dead  could  not 
be  buried,  except  in  woollen  ;  a  regulation,  the 
remembrance  of  which  has  been  perpt-tuated  by 
Pope's  celebrated  lines  in  illustration  of  **  the  ru- 
ling passion  strong  in  death." 

When,  at  a  later  period,  the  manufacture  of 
cotton  goods  was  permitted,  the  raw  material  was 
burdened  with  a  heavy  duty,  and  an  oppressive 
excise  was  imposed  on  the  manufactured  article. 
The  jealousy,  however,  of  the  cotton  manufacture 
began  at  length  to  wear  away,  and  about  forty 
years  ago  it  was  relieved  from  its  burdens  I  think 
by  allowing  a  drawback  on  the  excise.  Up  to 
that  period,  wool  had  been  uniformly  protected 
and  cotton  oppressed,  and  for  the  very  reason  now 
given  by  the  advocates  of  this  bill,  because  "  the 
raw  material  was  to  be  found  at  home."  Now, 
how  stands  the  account  between  these  two  arti- 
cles ?  Why,  sir,  I  have  shown  that  while  the 
woollen  manufactures  have  advanced  from  five 
millions  of  pounds  sterling  to  six,  the  cotton  have 
progressed  from  less  than  one  to  thirty-three  mil- 
lions. 

The  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  has  next  ap- 
pealed to  Spam  and  Holland,  as  affording  living 
examples  of  the  evils  of  unrestricted  industry. 
Sir,  in  my  humble  judgment  the  experience  of 
these  countries  is  decisive  against  him.  So  far 
from  its  being  true  that  Spain  has  adopted  the 
free  system  for  which  we  contend,  Nhe  always  has 
been  fenced  round  by  restrictions.  "Five  centu- 
'  ries  ago,  even  as  far  back  as  1271,  (says  the  in- 
'  telligent  Count  De  La  Borde,)  mention  is  made 
'  of  the  taxes  levied  on  the  cloth  of  Flanders, 
'  Paris,  dec,  their  prohibition  was  the  subject  of 
'  the  rescript  of  the  2d  September,  1494."  Not- 
withstanding restrictions  of  this  kind,  however, 
which  have  been  continued  to  the  present  period, 
we  are  informed  (on  the  authority  of  Bourgoanne, 
a  distinguished  traveller,  formerly  French  Minis- 
ter Plenipotentiary  at  the  Court  of  Madrid)  "  that 
'  there  are  only  two  manufactures  of  fine  cloth  in 
'  all  Spain,  though  Spain  produces  the  finest  wool 
'  in  Europe,  and  though,  to  favor  the  manufactures 
'  there,  a  heavy  export  duty  has  been  imposed  on 
'  wool,  and  a  very  heavy  duty  on  imported  cloth." 
The  same  writer  also  mentions  that  the  looking- 
glass  manufacture  of  Ildefonso,  in  Spain, could  uot 
succeed,  and  was  abandoned,  though  patronized  at 
vast  expense  by  the  Government,  which  prohib- 
ited the  introduction  of  any  other  glass  within 
a  circle  of  twenty  leagues.  Spain,  then,  furnishes, 
in  her  example,  no  argument  in  favor  of  the  reg- 
ulating policy. 

As  to  Holland,  the  gentlemen  hold  her  up  tri- 
umphantly, as  the  oruy  nation  which  ever  has 
acted  on  the  principle  of  the  perfect  freedom  of 
trade,  and  the  unrestricted  employment  of  labor 
and  capital,  and  they  seem  to  take  it  for  granted 
that  the  consequence  must  have  been  disastrous 
to  that  country.  But  what  is  the  fact  ?  Holland 
has  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  free  institutions,  and 
her  people  have  not  been  surpassed  in  general 
prosperity  by  any  on  earth.  Look  at  that  coun- 
try, sir,  rescued  from  the  ocean,  the  very  soil  on 
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which  the  people  tread— a  conquest,  not  obtained 
in  a  day  by  force  of  arms  over  a  mortal  enemy, 
but  achieved,  by  unexampled    fortitude  and  per- 
severance, over  the  boisterous  elements.     Are  her 
merchants  poor  ?   Sir,  their  wealth  is  proverbial— 
and  what  is  the  condition  of  the  mass  of  her  peo- 
ple—for thi.s,  after  all,  is  the  only  test  a  republi- 
can can  acknowledge  of  national  welfare  ?     Sir, 
I  will  appeal  to  the  latest  traveller  in  that  coun- 
try—to our  fellow-citizen,  the  amiable  and  learn- 
ed Professor  Griscom,  of  New  York— what  does 
he  tell   us  ?     Why,    "  that  he  was  every  where 
forcibly  struck  with  the  healthy  and  fine  appear- 
ance of  the  people."     He  observed,  "a  general 
taste  for  science  and  a  difl'usion  of  learning  ;"  he 
witnessed  every  where  "  the  triumph  of  industry 
and  of  art,"  and  even,  when  he  brought  Holland 
into  comparison  with   France  and   Switzerland, 
through  which  he  had  recently  passed,  he  assures 
us,  "  that  he  was  so  strongly  impressed  with  the 
extraordinary  evidences  of  industry,   skill,   and 
neatness,  that  even  the  monotony  of  the  general 
level  did  not  offend  him  ;"  and   yet  he  saw  Hol- 
land  when  not  recovered   from   the  continental 
system  and  French  misrule. 

I  come  now,  Mr.  President,  to  the  examination 
of  the  probable  effects  of  this  bill^ 
1st.  On  the  revenue. 

2d.  On  the  manufactures  themselves  ;  and 
3d.  On  the  cotton-growing  States. 
On  the  first  point,  it  appears,  from  a  statement 
submitted  to  the  other  House,  by  one  of  our  most 
intelligent  merchants,  (Mr.  Cambreleno,)  and 
printed  by  the  order  of  that  House,  (Document 
No.  72,)  that  the  bill,  in  its  present  shape,  will 
prohibit  the  importation  of  eoods  to  the  amount 
of  $26,000,000,  and  cut  off  $8,000,000  of  our  rev- 
enue. The  cotton  goods  alone,  which  this  bill 
will  exclude,  will  amount  to  $7,000,000,  the  pre- 
sent duties  on  which  amount  to  $3,000,000.  These 
estimates  are  supported  by  the  memorial  of  the 
merchants  of  Portland,  (who  assure  us.  that  the 
bill  will  affect  the  revenue  to  the  amount  of 
$8,000,000,)  and  by  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  in  1820,  who,  when  called  upon 
to  slate  what  the  effect  of  prohibitory  duties  would 
be  on  three  articles  only,  viz :  cotton,  woollen,  and 
iron,  answered,  that  it  would  impair  the  revenue 
to  the  amount  of  $6,000,000.  Such  will  be  the 
effect  of  the  bill,  should  it  operate  as  a  prohibition, 
and  if  it  should  not  lessen  importations,  it  will  im- 
pose a  tax  of  $8,000,000.  without  producing  the 
smallest  advantage  to  any  one. 

I  will  next  take  a  brief  view  of  the  probable 
effect  of  this  bill  on  the  cotton-growing  States, 
The  people  in  these  States  are  in  the  practice  of 
purchasing  almost  all  their  supplies  from  abroad, 
and  directing  their  whole  attention  to  the  culti- 
vation of  cotton.  With  respect  to  all  the  articles 
of  our  consumption,  in  relation  to  which  this  bill 
proposes  to  levy  additional  duties,  there  can  be 
no  doubt  that  its  operation  will  increase  the  price 
to  the  consumers.  But,  this  will  be  the  least  dan- 
gerous and  oppressive  effect  of  the  measure.  It 
threatens  us  with  the  total  loss  of  our  market  for 
cotton,  rice,  and  tobacco.  When  we  consider 
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;  the  magnitude  and  importance  of  this  trade,  in  a 
I  national  point  of  view,  I  should  suppose  genlle- 
I  men  would  pause  before  they  adopted  any  mea- 
sure which  could  possibly  hazard  either  its  total 
,  loss  or  material  diminution. 
I      The  whole  amount  of  our  domestic  exports  the 
I  last  year,  was  $47,000,000.     Of  this,  cotton  alone 
amounted  to  $20,400,000— and  the  three  articles  of 
cotton,  rice,  and  tobacco,  to  $28,500,000— more 
than  two-thirds  of  the  whole  amount  of  our  ex- 
ports.    Is  this  to  be  lightly  and  rashly  put  in 
jeopardy  ?    But  we  are  asked,  whether  we  be- 
lieve that  the  English  purchase  our  cotton  from 
friendship,  and  whether  they  will  be  so  blind  to 
their  own  interests  as  to  retaliate  upon  us?     And 
the   gentleman   from    Missouri,  with   great  em- 
phasis, has  declared  "  that  they  dare  not  do  it." 
Sir,  I  know  there  is  no  friendship  in  trade.     But, 
though  nations  are  never  iuflaenced  by  sentiments 
of  kindness  fowardsothersyetanimositiesare  some- 
times indulged  beyond  any  sound  viewoftheirown 
interests.     National  pride  and  resentment,  as  of- 
ten as  the  ambition  of  rulers,  have  engaged  nations, 
in  what  one  of  our  most  revered  statesmen  has  call- 
ed "the  unprofitable  contest  of  trying  which  can 
do  the  oiher  the  most  harm."     All  systems  of  re- 
taliation are  of  thfs  nature,  and  our  own  experi- 
ence affords,  unhappily,  several   memorable  ex- 
amples of  this  spirit.  '  England  may,  therefore, 
in  the  spirit  of  vengeance  or  of  self-defence,  engage 
in  a  system  of  retaliation  from  which  both  parties 
may  suffer.      Is  she  not  already  threatening  us 
I  with  discriminating  duties  on  our  cotton?     And 
!  is  this  bill  at  all  calculated  to  remove  her  com- 
'  plaints  ?     But  may  we  not  actually  make  it  the 
interest  of  Great  Britain  to  pursue  that  course? 
If  we  prohibit  the  importation  of  British  goods, 
may  it  not  become  the  interest  of  Great  Britain  • 
no  longer  to  take  our  cotton,  if  she  can  obtain  the 
same  article  from  other  countries  which  will  re- 
ceive her  goods  in  return  ?     If  the  United  States 
was  the  only  country  on  the  face  of  the  globe 
that  could  produce  the  article,  the  case  might  be 
very  different,  and  England,  by  resorting  to  a  cir- 
cuitous trade,  might  obtain  the  means  of  paying 
for  our  cotton.     Yet  a-'ffirect  trade,  which  con- 
sists in  the  simple  exchange  of  the  commodities 
produced  at  home,  is  in  general  the  most  profita- 
ble ;  and  undoubtedly,  w^hen  such  a  trade  can  be 
carried  on  to  the  full  extent  of  the  productions  of 
any  country,  no  temptation  can  exist  to  seek,  in 
a  circuitous  channel,  for  the  means  of  disposing 
of  our  produce.     No  trade  can  be  more  profitable 
than  that  which  is  carried  on  between  the  United 
Stales  and  Great  Britain,  consisting,  as  it  does, 
in  the  exchange  of  those  productions,  which,  from 
our   peculiar   situation,    we  can  most  profitably 
raise  lor  those  which  her  condition  enables  her 
most  conveniently  and  cheaply  to  produce.     But 
should  we  prohibit  the  importation  of  her  goods, 
and  she  can  obtain  cotton  elsewhere,  it  will  be- 
come her  interest  to  supply  herself  with  this  arti- 
cle,  from   those  countries  which  will   take  her 
goods  in  payment.     Suppose  a  British  ship  to  be 
employed  in  that  trade,  if  we  do  not  take  British 
goods,  she  may  be  compelled  to  come  out  in  bal- 
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last,  thereby  losing  the  freight  of  the  outward 
voyage ;  but  should  the  same  trade  be  carried  od 
to  Brazil,  or  any  other  country  which  will  take 
British  goods,  such  a  ship  would  carry  out  a  cargo 
of'goods,  and  exchange  them  for  cotton.     Can 
any   one  hesitate  in   deciding    which   of    these 
two  would  be  the  most  profitable  trade  to  Great 
Britain?     Interest,  therefore,  as  well  as  resent- 
ment, may  dictate  the  course  we  deprecate.     But 
there  is  another  view  of  the  subject  which  forces 
itself  irresistibly  on  my  attention ;  the  truth  is, 
that  the  cotton  planters  of  our  country  are  at  this 
moment  engaged   in  a  fearful  competition  with 
foreign  nations  for  the  possession  of  the  cotton 
market  of  the  world.     The  general  peace  has  ex- 
cited, to  tjjie-,very  utmost,  the  dormant  energies  of 
mankind.     In  commerce  our  ships  are  struggling 
for  their  existence,  and  our  farmers  and  planters 
have  certainly  no  right  to  expect  to  escape  a  sim- 
ilar contest ;  a  contest  in  which  they  will  assur- 
edly not  come  off  victorious,  if  the  Government 
shall  interfere  to  keep  down  their  exertions.    They 
are  engaged  in  a  glorious  race,  in  which  a  single 
pound  weight  may  deprive  them  of  the  victory. 
We  have  since  the  peace  brought  down  the  price 
of  cotton  to  the  very  lowest  sum  for  which  it  can 
be  profitably  raised.     As  a  proof  of  this,  the  re- 
turns of  the  last  year  exhibit  an  increase  in  quan- 
tity of  thirty  millions  of  pounds  and  a  diminution 
in  price  of  $3,500,000.     Now,  I  would  seriously 
ask  my  friends,  whether  this  is  a  period  when  ad- 
ditional burdens  ought  to  be  imposed  on  the  cot- 
ton planter  ?     Loaded  with  debts — contracted  du- 
ring that   period  of  general  jubilee,  which  the 
people  of  the  United  States  for  so  many  years  en- 
joyed,  with    habits   of  expense  rendered  almost 
sacred  by  the  hospitality  and  kindness  with  which 
they  are  dignified,  you  propose  to  bear  him  down, 
at  the  very  crisis  of  his  fate,  by  onerous  taxes, 
odious  duties,  and  oppressive  regulations.     You 
will  not  only  increase  the  expense  of  every  thing 
he  consumes,  but  you  embarrass  him  in  the  sale 
of  his  productions;  compel  him  either  to  give  an 
extravagant   price  for  the  very  clothing   of  his 
cotton,  or  to  use  an  article  which  will  secure  a 
preference  to  his  rivals  in  every  market  in  Europe. 
You  propose  to  levy  heavy  duties  on  all  those  arii- 
clesj  which  he  is  accustomed  to  receive  in  payment 
for  his  cotton,  and  thereby  make  it  the  interest  of 
his  customers  to  purchase  from  his  rivals  ;  and  you 
accompany  all  this  by^egulations,  which,  affecting 
the  shipping  interest,  must  greatly  increase  the 
expense  of  transportation.     After  this,  is  it  sur- 
prising that  we  should  feel  much  anxiety,  and 


manifest  great  apprehensions  of  danger?  It  is 
easy,  sir,  tor  those  who  do  not  partake  of  our  dan- 
gers, to  deride  our  fears.  But  let  me  assure  gen- 
tlemen that  \hese  fears  are  entertained,  not  only 
by  the  wise,  the  prudent,  and  the  brave  among 
ourselves,  but  the  unanimous  voice  on  this  subject 
has  been  re-echoed  by  all  men  of  intelligence  (ac- 
quainted with  the  course  of  trade)  in  every  part 
of  the  United  States.  Look  at  the  memorials. 
There  is  not  one,  from  the  Southern  States,  which 
does  not  hold  this  language.  The  merchants  and 
tobacco  pUnters  of  Virginia  have  warned  us  of 


our  danger ;  the  merchants  of  Baltimore  have  told 
us,  "that  if  we  do  not  buy  British  manufactures, 
she  cannot  be  our  customer  for  the  produce  of 
our  country,"  and  the  Chambers  of  Commerce  of 
Philadelphia  and  New  York,  (composed  of  some 
of  the  first  merchants  in  the  world,)  have  raised 
their  warning  voices,  in   the  most  emphatic  lan- 
guage, in  behalf  of  the  cotton  planter.     Is  all  this 
to  pass  for  nothing?     Are  we  still  to  be  told  that 
our  fears  are   idle,  and   the  dangers  imaginary? 
Sir,  I  will  borrow  the  language  of  a  It-arned  writer 
on  this  subject,  and  say,  "  let  gentlemen  look  to 
'  it — ihey  are  not  threatening  ua  with  a  system  of 
'  unjust  taxation  merely — but  with  the  annihila- 
'  tion  of  our  staple  commodities ;  not  with  taxa- 
'  tion  but  destruction."     But  we  are  told  that  the 
people  of  the  South  enjoy  a  ^reat  advantage  in 
the  value  of  their  exports,  while  the  corn  growing 
States  cannot  find  a  market  for  their  gram  ;  gen- 
tlemen speak  of  us  as  the  favored  of  the  land,  and 
seem  to  think   it  only  common  justice  that  our 
"princely  fortunes,"  and  "large  incomes"  should, 
in  some  way  or  other,  be  shared  with  our  less  for- 
tunate brethren.     Now,  sir,   if  it   were  true  that 
the  Southern  States  did  enjoy  these  pre-eminent 
advantages,  would  it  follow  that  any  part  of  their 
wealth,  however  small,  could  be  lawfully  taken 
away  for  the  especial  benefit  of  any  other  part  of 
the  Union?     Our  advantages,  whatever  they  may 
be,  are  the  result  of  climate,  soil,  and  peculiar  sit- 
uation ;  they  are  the  bounties  of  Providence,  and 
we  cannot  be  deprived  of  the  smallest  portion  of 
them,  on  any  principle  which  would  not  justify 
an  agrarian  law.     tor  our  fertile  soil,  and  genial 
climate,  we  have  paid  the  price,  in  great  sacrifices 
of  health,  of  comfort,  and  of  life  itself.     Even  our 
slave  institutions,  which  gentlemen  almost  seem 
to  envy,  are  upheld  at  a  sacrifice  of  comfort  and 
feeling,  which  gentlemen  are  not  disposed  to  esti- 
mate.    But  if  the  South  does,  in  fact,  hold  out  so 
many  advantages,  our  doors  are  open — let  gentle- 
men come  and  share  them  freely — we  will  receive 
them  as  brethren,  and  they  shall  have  our  free 
consent  to  become  nabobs  as  soon  as  they  please. 
But  let  them  not  expect  to  share  our  profits,  with- 
out breathing  the  atmosphere  of  our  swamps,  and 
panting  under  our  Summer's  sun;  without,  in  a 
word,  paying  the  price  which  we  pay  for  them. 
But  1  assure  gentlemen  they  are  greatly  deceived. 
The  people  of  the  South  are  in  no  better  condi- 
tion than  the  rest  of  their  fellow-citizens.     They 
have  their  full  share  of  debts — of  diminished  pri- 
ces— habits  of  expense,  and  every  other  evil,  (ex- 
cept, perhaps,  paper  banks,  and  a  depreciated  cur- 
rency,) which  are  so  severely  felt  in  other  parts 
of  our  country.     I  am  sorry  to  be  compelled  to 
say,  that  this  bill  is  so  framed  as  to  bear  with  pe- 
culiar severity  on  the  Southern  States;  to  whose 
feelings  almost  as  little  regard  seems  to  be  paid  as 
to   their   interests.      Cotton    bagging,  osnaburgs, 
plains — articles  consumed  almost  exclusively  in 
that  portion  of  the  country,  are  objects  of  the  spe- 
cial vengeance  of  the  law.     Let  us  examine  for  a 
moment  this  duty  on  cotton  bagging.     Here  is  a 
manufacture,  the  raw  material  of  which  abounds 
at  home;  there  is  hardly  a  spot  from  Florida  to 
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Canada  which  will  not  produce  it  abundantly. 
The  manufacture  requires  neither  skill  nor  capital, 
nay,  we  are  expressly  told,  from  the  highest  au- 
thority, "that  the  buildings  used  for  the  purpose 
*^  are  of  the  slightest  kind,  much  resembling  rope- 

*  walks;  the  hands,  for  the  most  part,  small  neero 
^  boys  and  girls;  and  the  weavers  all  negroes,~or 

*  common  laborers." 

Sir.  whatever  may  be  said  of  other  articles  in 
this  bill,  it  is  certain  there  is  no  plausible  pretext 
for  protecting  cotton  bagging.  The  honor,  the 
independence,  the  defence  of  the  country,  do  not 
depend  on  cotton  bagging.  It  is  an  article  easily 
made,  which  requires  neither  skill  nor  capital,  and 
which  could  on  no  principle  claim  protection,  ex- 
cept, indeed,  it  should  be  deemed  just  and  expe- 
dient to  advance  one  part  of  the  country  at  the 
expense  of  another.  Let  me,  for  the  sake  of  ex- 
ample, show  the  practical  operation  of  this  duty 
on  the  city  of  Charleston,  from  which  some  idea 
may  be  formed  of  its  injurious  effects  on  the  cotton 
growing  States.  It  appears,  from  the  statements 
of  the  Charleston  Chamber  of  Commerce,  which 
have  been  printed  and  laid  on  our  table,  that  there 
was  imported  last  year  into  that  place,  18,500 
pieces  of  cotton  bagging,  which  cost,  on  an  aver- 
age, ^  50  per  piece,  equal  to  Si 57,250. 

Now  it  appears  from    a  calculation,  which  I 
hold  in  my  hand,  and  which  is  at  the  service  of 
gentlemen,  that  the  difference  between  the  present 
and  the  proposed  duties  on  this  amount,  is  up- 
wards of  S30,000.     And  thus,  it  appears,  that  on 
the  cotton  bagging  imported   into  a  single  city, 
this  bill  proposes  to  add  §30,000  per  annum  to  a 
tax  already  sufficiently  high  for  every  legitimate 
purpose.     By  extending  the  calculation,  it  will  be 
easy  to  show  that  the   Southern   States  will  be 
Uxed  on  the  single  article  of  cotton  bagging,  to 
the  amount  of  upwards  of  §200,000  per  annum. 
But  we  are  assured   "  that  the  planter  does  not 
pay  this  lax,  as  he  gets  it  refunded  when  he  sells 
the  cotton."     Gentlemen   may   be  satisfied    that 
there  are  very  few  exceptions  to  the  rule  that  the 
consumer  pays  the  duty;  and  who  is  the  consumer 
of  cotton  bagging  but  the  planter,  who,  in  cloth- 
ing his  cotton  with  it  puts  it  to  the  only  use  for 
which  it  was  designed  ?     But  the  practice  in  Eu- 
rope is  to  allow  a  tare  for  the  weight  of  the  bag; 
and  even  if  this  were  not  the  case,  we  may  be 
satisfied  that  neither  the  merchant  nor  the  manu- 
facturer would  consent  to  pay  for  an  article  which 
could  be  of  no  use  to  them;  and,  therefore,  if  the 
biigging  should  be  included  in  the  weight,  it  would 
be  deducted  from  the  price  of  the  cotton.     But 
gentlemen  take  higher  ground,  and  owning  that 
this  duty  is  "intended  to  be  protective  and  pro- 
hibitory," tell  us  that  "it  is  only  an  equivalent 
for  the  three  cents  per  pound  on  imported  cotton." 
We   have,    Mr.    President,    been    so   constantly 
taunted  with  the  protection  which  the  South  has 
received  in   the   duties  on  cotton,  tobacco,  and 
sugar,  that  I  must  be  permitted  to  notice  these 
arguments  in  this  place.     It  is  not  true  that  the 
duty  of  three  cents  a  pound  on  imported  cotton 
was  intended  to  encourage  the  growth  of  it,  nor 
that  it  has,  in  fact,  afforded  any  protection  what- 


ever to  that  article.     The  duty  was  laid  prior  to 
the  year  1790,  when  not  a  pound  of  cotton  was 
raised  in  the  country,  and  when  none  was  expect- 
ed to  be  raised,  and  it  was  merely  introduced  for 
revenue,  into  a  bill,  which  imposed  duties  on  arti- 
cles imported  into  the  country.     It  has  been  sta- 
ted that  the  price  of  cotton  was  then  about  twenty- 
five  cents,  and  if  so,  the  duly  was  only  twelve  and- 
a-half  per  cent;  but,  even  at  the  present  reduced 
prices,  it  is  less  than  twenty-five  per  cent.;  which 
is  actually  below  the  average  amount  of  duties 
imposed  solely  with  a  view  to  revenue.     We  de- 
ny, positively,  that  it  has  afforded  us  any  protec- 
tion whatever.     From  our  climate,  our  soil,  and 
our  skill  and  experience  in  the  culture  of  the  plant, 
we  can  aflbrd  to  sell,  and  actually  do  sell,  cotton, 
in  foreign  markets,  as  cheap  as  any  country  in  the 
world.     From  the  moment  a  pod  of  cotton  was 
raised   in  the  country,  it  was  seen  that  competi- 
tion with  us  in  the  home  market  was  entirely  out 
of  the  question,  and  it  made  no  manner  of  differ- 
ence, whether  the  duty  on  the  foreign  article  was 
one  cent  or  twenty.     But  when  we  can   export 
such  immense  quantities  of  cotton,  and  undersell 
all  other  nations  in  foreign  markets,  where  we 
have  no  protection,  is  it  not  absurd  to  talk  of  our 
deriving  an  advantage  from  protection  at  home? 
There  never  has  been  a  period  when  this  duty 
excluded  a  sino;le  pound  of  foreign  cotton,  and  if 
gentlemen  will  only  consent  to  abandon  the  tariff 
bill,  we  will  agree  that  the  duty,  of  three  cents  a 
pound  on  cotton,  shall  be  taken  off  immediately. 

Now,  as  to  tobacco,  the  case  is  precisely  the 
same.  The  duty  is  only  fifteen  per  cent.,  much 
below  the  average  rate  of  duties;  and  in  respect  to 
the  duties  on  manufactured  tobacco,  gentlemen 
are  altogether  mistaken  in  putting  that  %>wn  to 
the  debit  of  agriculture;  the  manufacturer,  of 
course,  derived  that  benefit,  and  it  is  notorious 
that  Spanish  tobacco  is  chiefly  used  in  the  manu- 
facture of  snuff  and  cigars. 

The  argument  of  the  protection  extended  to 
sugar,  is  more  plausible.  But  ii  is  certain  that 
the  duty  was  imposed  merely  for  revenue,  and  the 
protection,  if  any,  has  been  merely  incidental.  It 
was  a  duty  of  twelve  and-a-half  cents  per  pound, 
then  equal  to  about  twelve  and-a:half  per  cent., 
and  was  imposed  before  Louisiana  was  acquired, 
and  when  no  sugar  was  raised,  or  expected  to  be 
raised  in  the  country.  It  is  true  that,  in  1816,  the 
duty  was  increased  to  three  cents,  but  this  was 
done  by  the  friends  of  manufactures,  notoriously 
for  the  purpose  of  reconciling  certain  gentlemen 
from  the  South  to  that  bill ;  and  perhaps  it  was  right, 
when  extending  protection  to  manufactures,  for 
the  friends  of  the  system  to  extend  bounds  to  other 
pursuits.  Having  done  this,  however,  from  mo- 
tives either  of  policy  or  justice,  it  is  hardly  fair  to 
upbraid  us  with  it.  Are  not  gentlemen,  in  spite 
of  our  protests,  proposing  to  extend  further  protec- 
tion to  cotton,  and  to  give  bounties  to  the  growers 
of  oranges  and  limes?  And  I  doubt  not  that,  at  a 
future  day,  this  bill  will  be  held  up  as  affording 
protection  to  the  South.  Upon  all  of  these  items, 
I  will  make  a  general  remark,  that,  if  gentlemen 
will  consent  to  arrange  the  tariff  exclusively  with 
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a  view  to  revenue,  and  it  shall  be  found,  on  ex- 
amination, that  the  duty  on  cotton,  tobacco,  and 
sugar,  is  unreasonably  high,  we  will  freely  con- 
sent that  they  shall  be  put  on  a  footing  of  perfect 
equality  with  other  articles.  Before  I  leave  this 
branch  of  the  subject,  permit  me,  Mr.  President,  j 
to  say  one  word  as  to  the  protection  extended  to 
the  shipping  interest,  on  which  the  gentlemen  on  ! 
the  other  side  have  descanted  so  largely  and  ex- 
travagantly. I  am  not  unwilling  to  admit  that 
some  of  the  laws  alluded  to  may  have  been  de- 
signed to  promote  navigation,  with  a  view  to  the 
increase  of  the  number  of  our  seamen.  This,  if 
justifiable,  can  only  be  vindicated  on  the  ground 
of  the  necessity  of  rearing  up  a  race  of  men  essen- 
tial to  the  support  of  a  navy,  and  consequently  the 
defence  of  the  country.  I  am  not  prepared,  at  this 
time,  to  enter  into  the  inquiry,  how  far  the  object 
would  justify  a  bounty  to  ships.  But  I  will  say 
that,  in  a  national  point  of  view,  it  is  one  of  vast 
importance.  Invasion  cannot  be  kept  from  our 
shores  but  by  a  navy,  and  though  the  yeomanry 
of  our  country  would,  doubtless,  at  all  times,  be 
able  to  hurl  destruction  on  any  foe  who  shall  ven- 
ture to  march  into  the  interior,  yet  this  might  be 
at  an  immense  sacrifice  of  men  and  of  money. 
The  true  policy  of  America  is  to  keep  the  enemy 
at  the  door,  and  to  carry  on  the  war  on  the  ocean. 
Our  sailors  already  amount  to  seventy  thousand — 
well-disciplined  men,  certainly  surpassed  by  none 
— all  of  whose  services  we  could  command  in  any 
emergency.  I  doubt  whether  this  body  of  men  do 
not  add  more  to  our  strength  than  a  regular  army 
of  the  same  amount,  and  they  are  maintained 
without  expense,  and  without  the  smallest  danger 
to  our  liberties.  It  cannot  be  necessary  to  add 
any  thing  to  what  has  been  said  with  so  much 
perspicuity  and  force,  by  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, on  this  point.  I  shall  content  myself, 
therefore,  with  the  observation,  that,  whatever  ob- 
jection may  be  applicable  to  the  acts  in  relation 
to  the  shipping  interest,  and  however  correct  it 
may  be  to  repeal  any  or  all  of  them,  still  it  is  ca- 
pable of  demonstration,  that  our  shipping  interest 
oas  been  more  burdened  with  taxes  than  our  agri- 
culture or  our  manufactures.  The  whole  amount 
of  domestic  products,  exported  free  of  duty  from 
1791  to  1823,  was,  on  an  average,  §37,330,865  per 
annum.  It  appears,  from  the  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  Stale,  made  in  obedience  to  a  call  of  this 
House,  that  there  are  goods  manufactured  in  this 
country,  which,  if  imported  from  abroad,  would, 
at  the  present  rates,  pay  duties  to  the  amount  of 
$42,000,000  per  annum.  These  are  also  duty  free. 
But,  is  there  a  single  operation  of  commerce  which 
is  not  taxed?  According  to  a  statement  which  I 
have  prepared,  it  is  manifest  that,  if  every  act  of 
Congress  in  favor  of  the  shipping  interest  did  ope- 
rate as  a  bounty,  which  has  been  shown  not  to  be 
the  case,  it  would  only  amount  to  about  one  mil- 
lion and  a  half  of  dollars  a  year,  while  the  duties 
imposed  on  articles  used  in  ship  building  alone, 
amount  to  more  than  double  that  sum. 

Will  gentlemen  suffer  me  to  ask  them  to  point 
out  to  me,  if  they  can,  the  power  which  this  Gov- 
ernment possesses  to  adopt  a  system  for  the  avowed 


purpose  of  encouraging  particular  branches  of  in- 
dustry ?  The  power  to  declare  war  may  involve 
the  right  of  bringing  into  existence  the  means  of  ^ 
national  defence.  But,  to  tell  us  we  have  a  right 
to  resort  to  theoretical  speculations  as  to  the  most 
convenient  or  profitable  employments  of  industry^ 
and  that  you  can,  by  law,  encourage  certain  pur- 
suits and  prohibit  others,  is  to  make  this  not 
merely  a  consolidated,  but  an  unlimited  Grovern-, 
ment.  If  you  can  control  and  direct  any,  why 
not  all,  the  pursuits  of  your  citizens  ?  And  if  all, 
where  is  the  limitation  to  your  authority?  Gen- 
tlemen surely  forget  that  the  supreme  power  is  not 
in  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  They 
do  not  remember  that  the  several  Stales  are  free 
and  independent  sovereignties,  and  that  all  power, 
not  expressly  granted  to  the  Federal  Government, 
is  reserved  to  the  people  of  those  sovereignties. 
When  I  say  expressly  delegated,  I  wish  to  be  un- 
derstood that  no  power  can  be  exercised  by  Con- 
gress which  is  not  expressly  granted,  or  which  is 
not  clearly  incident  to  such  a  grant.  Now,  when 
we  call  upon  gentlemen  to  show  their  authority, 
they  tell  us  it  is  derived  from  the  authority  to 
"regulate  commerce."  But,  are  regulation  and 
annihilation  synonymous  terms  ?  Does  one  in- 
clude the  other;  or  are  they  not  rather  opposites, 
and  does  not  the  very  idea  of  regulation  exclude 
that  of  destruction  ?  I  rejoice,  sir,  to  find  that 
gentlemen  refer  us  to  commerce;  for  the  very 
clause  which  expressly  confers  the  right  to  regu- 
late commerce,  by  saying  nothing  of  the  regula- 
tion of  manufactures  or  of  agriculture,  or  home 
industry,  seems  to  demonstrate  that  they  were  in- 
tended to  be  put  beyond  our  control,  and  to  be  re- 
served to  the  people  of  the  States  respectively. 
But  our  opponents  gravely  inform  us  that  this  is 
a  bill  to  levy  imposts,  and  that  it  is,  therefore, 
within  the  very  letter  of  the  Constitution.  True, 
sir,  if  imposts  were  the  end  and  aim  of  the  bill. 
But,  surely,  gentlemen  will  not  attempt  to  justify 
a  departure  from  the  spirit,  by  an  adherence  to 
the  letter  of  the  Constitution  !  Will  they  contend 
that  we  could,  by  law,  adopt  and  enforce  the 
Chinese  policy,  and  by  virtue  of  our  authority  to 
regulate  commerce,  interdict  all  intercourse  with 
foreign  nations  ?  And  if  you  could  not  do  that 
directly,  can  you  accomplish  the  same  thing  indi- 
rectly, by  levying  such  imposts  as  will  produce 
the  same  result  ?  It  may  be  difficult  to  draw  the 
exact  line  which  divides  the  lawful  exercise  from 
the  abuse  of  authority — where  regulation  ceases 
and  unconstitutional  prohibition  begins.  But  it 
is  certain,  if  you  have  a  right  to  prohibit  the  im- 
portation of  cottons  and  woollens,  and  cotton 
bagging,  for  the  encouragement  of  domestic  man- 
ufactures, you  may,  whenever  you  please,  prohibit 
importations,  and  shut  up  your  ports  entirely.  An 
embargo  can  only  be  justified  as  a  branch  of  the 
war  power,  and  I  think  no  one  will  contend,  at 
this  day,  that  a  general  and  perpetual  embargo 
could  be  lawfully  laid.  If  it  be  sufficient  to  ad- 
here to  the  letter  without  regard  to  the  spirit  and 
intent  of  the  Constitution ;  if  we  may  use  a 
power  granted  for  one  purf)ose  for  the  accomplish- 
ment of  another  and  very  different  purpose,  it  is 
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easy  to  show  that  a  Constitution  on  parchment  is 
worth  nothing. 

I  must  be  permitted,  while  on  this  topic,  to  de- 
clare that,  however  this  bill  may  be  modified,  still 
the  system  is  one  against  which  we  feel  ourselves 
constrained,  in  behalf  of  those  we  represent,  to 
enter  our  most  solemn  protest.  Considering  this 
scheme  of  promoting  certain  employments,  at  the 
expense  of  others,  as  unequal,  oppressive,  and  un- 
just— viewing  prohibition  as  the  means,  and  the 
destruction  oi  all  foreign  commerce  the  end  of 
this  polic]^ — I  take  this  occasion  to  declare  that 
we  shall  feel  ourselves  fully  justified  in  embracing 
the  very  first  opportunity  of  repealing  all  such 
laws  as  may  be  passed  for  the  promotion  of  these 
objects.  Whatever  interests  may  grow  up  under 
this  bill,  and  whatever  capital  may  be  invested,  I 
wish  it  to  be  distinctly  understood  that  we  will 
not  hold  ourselves  bound  to  maintain  the  system ; 
and  if  capitalists  will,  in  the  face  of  our  protests, 
and  in  defiance  of  our  solemn  warnings,  invest 
their  fortunes  in  pursuits  made  profitable  at  our 
expense,  on  their  own  heads  be  the  consequences 
of  their  folly.  This  system  is  in  its  very  nature 
progressive.  Grant  what  you  may  now,  the  man- 
ufacturers will  never  be  satisfied ;  do  what  you 
may  for  them,  the  advocates  of  home  industry 
will  never  be  content  until  every  article  imported 
from  abroad,  which  comes  into  competition  with 
any  thing  made  at  home,  shall  be  prohibited ;  un- 
til, in  short,  foreign  comnjerce  shall  be  entirely 
cut  off.  If  we  go  on  in  our  course,  the  time  is  at 
hand  when  these  seats  will  be  filled  by  the  owners 
of  manufacturing  establishments;  and  do  you  be- 
lieve that,  when  a  numerous  party  here,  supported 
by  millions  of  people  without,  collected  together 
in  vast  masses  in  particular  districts,  shall  call 
upon  you  with  one  voice  "  for  a  monopoly  of  the 
raw  material  at  their  own  prices,"  and  shall 
quote  you  British  authority  for  their  demands,  j 
you  will  dare  to  refuse?  Will  you,  then,  seeing 
your  error,  retrace  your  steps?  I  fear  not.  If 
this  language  be  not  now  held,  is  there  no  ground 
to  fear  that  men,  who  have  lasted  the  sweets  of 
your  bounties,  will  soon  be  found  looking  to  pro- 1 
Libilion  and  monopoly?  | 

Examine,  sir,  the  memorial  of  Samuel  Slater, ' 
and  others,  of  Providence.  Rhode  Island,  presented  1 
to  the  Senate  at  the  present  session,   and  printed  I 
among  our  documents,  (No.  13.)     In  page  5  of 
this  memorial  we  are  told — 

"  That  a  brief  view  of  the  policy  of  the  British  Gov- 
ernment, in  regard  to  manufactures,"  &.C.,  will  "  indi- 
cate the  proper  measures  to  be  taken  by  this  country, 
for  the  security  of  iu  own  agriculture  and  manufac- 
tures." 

The  memorial,  proceeding  to  explain  this  policy 
of  the  British  Government,  states,  that — 

"  By  probibitiog,  under  penalties,  which  in  some  in- 
stances touch  the  life  of  the  offender,  the  exportation 
of  the  raw  material  of  these  manufactures;  thus  giving 
to  the  manufacturers  at  home  the  monopoly,  at  their 
own  prices,  of  those  materials,  the  British  Parliament 
has  tflectually  secured  to  their  own  subjects  the  whole 
labor  of  preparing  them  for  the  market.     The  general 


policy  of  the  system,  looking  to  the  meet  profitable  ap- 
propriation of  the  land  and  labor  of  the  commanity, 
seems  intended  to  restrict  the  productions  of  the  raw 
material  for  manufacture,  to  the  actual  demand,  and, 
in  some  instances,  to  less  than  the  actual  demand  of 
the  manufacturer." 

Again : — 

"  But  the  monopoly  at  their  own  prices,  of  the  raw 
material,  dec,  and  the  exclusion  from  the  home  and 
colonial  markets  of  all  goods  of  foreign  manufacture, 
are  not  the  only  encouragements  extended  by  the  Brit- 
ish Government  to  the  domestic  manufacturer — the 
system  receives  a  new  impulse  from  drawbacks,  boun- 
ties, &c." 

As  a  proof  of  the  effect  of  this  system,  it  is  stated 
in  page  9 — 

"  That  the  quantities  of  wool  composing  the  raw 
material,  are  bought  by  the  manufacturer  at  from  6d. 
to  yd.  sterling  the  pound,  and  would,  if  they  could  be 
exported  free  of  duty  to  this  country,  command  from 
22  to  35  cents  per  pound." 

Sir,  I  cannot  suppose  that  these  menK)rialists 
(who  are  very  respectable  men)  intended  to  hold 
up  these  monstrous  regulations  for  our  imitation  ; 
but  that  they  should  have  been  noticed  in  any  lan- 
guage except  that  of  strong  indignation,  and  just 
reprobation,  fills  my  bosom  with  serious  alarm. 
The  historyof  Mr.  Samuel  Slater  (who  has  taken 
so  much  pains  to  make  us  acquainted  with  the 
British  policy,  in  order  to  indicate  the  proper  mea- 
sures for  us  to  pursue)  is  so  very  curious  and  in- 
structive, I  will  notice  it  as  affording  the  most 
conclusive  evidence  that  the  cotton  manufactures 
are  now,  and  have  been  for  thirty  years,  one  of 
the  most  profitable  pursuits  in  this  country.  I  will 
give  it  as  I  received  it  from  several  persons  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  plape  where  he  resides,  and 
if  I  am  in  any  respect  incorrect,  I  will  thank  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island  to  put 
me  right.  Mr.  Slater  was  an  Englisman,  bred  up  a 
manufacturer,  who  came  to  this  country  upwards 
of  thirty  years  ago,  entirely  destitute  of  funds,  or 
with  very  slender  means.  He  almost  immediately 
commenced  the  manufacture  of  cotton  cloth  on  a 
small  scale,  and  gradually  enlarged  hisbusiness,  un- 
til he  became  the  owner  of  an  extensive  manufac- 
turing establishment.  From  that  time  to  the  pre- 
sent he  has,  without  intermission,  pursued  the  same 
trade,  and  has  entered  into  no  other  business ;  and 
he  is  now  the  proprietor  of  several  large  establish- 
ments, has  built  up  a  beautiful  village  around  him, 
lives  in  an  elegant  mansion,  has  brought  up  his 
sons  to  his  own  business,  and  is  supposed  to  be 
worth,  clear  of  the  world,  half  a  million  of  dollars. 
He  is  an  honest  man  and  a  worthy  citizen,  highly 
respected  by  his  neighbors,  and  presents  one  of  the 
most  splendid  examples  of  successful  industry  to 
be  found  in  any  country.  ». 

Will  the  gentlemen,  after  this,  tell  us  that  the 
cotton  manufactures  were  brought  into  existence 
by  the  act  of  1816,  and  must  have  perished  with- 
out the  aid  of  ihat  act ;  or  will  they  venture  to 
assert  that  skill  and  prudence,  aided  by  adequate 
capital,  cannot  now  render  profitable  a  pursuit 
which  has,  for  thirty  years  past,  handsomely  re- 
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warded  the  labors  of  this  worthy  man  ?   One  such 
case  speaks  more  than  volumes. 

This  bill,  Mr.  President,  should  it  pass,  in  its 
present  shape,  will  be  inevitably  fatal  to  the  man- 
ufacturers themselves.  It  will  produce  a  reaction 
in  the  public  mind,  and  they  will  be  swept  away 
before  the  indignation  of  the  people  like  chafl'  be- 
fore the  wind.  But  this  is  not  all ;  the  idea  of  a 
bounty — the  very  name  of  protection  will  invite 
adventurers,  from  all  quarters,  to  engage  in  man- 
ufactures, and  the  business  will  be  grossly  and 
enormously  overdone.  Sir,  I  am  not  unfriendly 
to  manufactures — I  shall  rejoice  to  see  them  rise  up 
gradually,  growing  with  the  growth,  and  strength- 
ening with  the  strength,  of  the  country ;  but  I 
wish  them  to  spring  up  naturally,  to  arise  out  of 
a  state  of  things  favorable  to  their  progress,  and 
not  to  be  brought  into  premature  existence  by  a 

'  stimulating  process.  I  do  on  my  conscience  be- 
lieve, that,  without  any  law  on  the  subject,  man- 
ufactures are  advancing,  and  will  continue  to 
advance,  as  rapidly  as  the  interests  of  the  country 
require.  It  must  be  remembered  that  we  possess 
only  a  limited  quantity  of  capital  and  skill,  and, 
to  advance  beyond  these,  will  expose  us  to  the 
danger  of  introducing  ignorance   and    extrava- 

t  gance  into  pursuits,  the  success  of  which  depends 
on  the  utmost  skill,  prudence,  and  industry.  I 
have  taken,  Mr.  President,  some  pains  to  obtain 
correct  information  as  to  the  present  state  and 
future  prospects  of  our  manufactures,  and  I  most 
deeply  regret  that  g:entlemen,  who  tell  us  of  their 
languishing  condition,  had  not  examined,  as  I 
have  done,  twenty  or  thirty  manufacturing  estab- 
lishments, and  beheld  the  evidences  of  their  pros- 
perity. If  the  gentlemen  had  ascertained  that 
some  establishments  had  yielded  a  clear  annual 
profit  of  twenty  per  cent,  to  their  proprietory;  that 
the  stock  of  manufacturing  companies  is,  in  some 
places,  fifty  or  sixty  per  cent,  above  par  ;  if  they 
had  known  that  manufactures  are  advancing  with 
a  rapidity  unexampled  in  the  history  of  the  world  ; 
and  that,  in  a  single  State,  manufacturing  com- 
panies, with  a  capital  of  five  millions  of  dollars, 
were  last  year  incorporated,  I  must  believe  they 
would  hesitate  in  adopting  a  measure,  founded  on 
the  presumption  that  our  establishments  are  all 
"falling  into  decav."  Sir,  I  may  be  deceived, 
but  I  am  thoroughly  convinced  that  the  cotton 
manufacture  is  the  most  flourishing  branch  of 
industry  in  the  whole  country  ;  and  though  the 
woollen,  iron,  and  glass,  have  not  been  etjually 
prosperous,  still,  that  they  now  afford  reasonable 
profits,  when  conducted  with  skill,  prudence, 
economy,  and  adequate  capital.  And  it  is  surely 
absurd  to  suppose,  that,  where  these  are  wanting, 
any  bounties  can  make  such  pursuits  profitable. 
Sir,  I  have  not,  on  this  subject,  relied  exclusively 
on  my  own  judgment  or  observation;  but  I  have 
sought  information  from  the  best  sources,  and  beg 
leave  now  to  submit  to  the  Senate  a  few  facts 
and  statements  in  support  of  the  opinion  I  have 
ventured  to  express,  and  for  the  correctness  of 
some  of  which  I  will  appeal  to  my  honorable 
friend  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Lloyd.) 

The  danger,  then,  is  not  that  manufactures  will 


not   advance  with   sufficient  rapidity,    but    that 
their  march  may  be  too  rapid  for  the  condition  of 
the  country,  and  their  own  permanent  prosperity. 
No  great  interest  of  any  country  ever  yet  grew  up 
in  a  day^ — no  new  branch  of  industry  can  become 
firmly   and   profitably  established,  but  in  a  long 
course  of  years.     Every  thing,  indeed,  great  or 
good,  is  matured  by  slow  decrees.     That  which 
attains  a  speedy  maturity  is  oi  small  value,  and  is 
destined  to  a  brief  existence.     It  is  the  order  of 
Providence,    that    powers,    gradually    developed, 
shall  alone   attain    permanency  and    perfection. 
Thus  must   it   be  with  our  national  institutions, 
and  national  character  itself     They  can  only  be 
formed   by  time,  which  is  the  perfection  ot  all 
things — "  force  nothing"  was  the  maxim  taught 
us  by  Washington  himself.     Sir,  it  \9  with  in- 
creased reverence  for  the  character  of  that  great 
man  that  I  discover,  daily,  new  proofs  of  the  pro- 
found   wisdom    by    which    his    whole    life    was 
adorned.     It  is  a  remarkable  fact,  that  our  coun- 
try has  never  yet  been  placed  in  any  situation  in 
which  his  actions  or  his  counsels  have  not  been 
"  a  light  to  our  feet,  and  a  lamp  to  our  path."     On 
the  very  question  before  us,  "  the  Father  of  his 
Country"  (in   his  legacy  to  his  children)  marks 
out  the  true  American  policy,  in  language  which 
ought  to  sink  deep  into  our  hearts:  "Our  poUcy 
'  (he  instructs  us)  should  hold  an  equal  and  impar- 
'  tial  hand,  neither  seeking  nor  granting  exclusive 
'favors  or   preferences;   consulting   tne   natural 
'  course  of  things;  diffusing,  by  gentle  means,  the 
'  streams  of  commerce — but  forcing  nothing." 
When  Mr.  Hayne  had  taken  his  seat — 
Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  opposed   the  mo- 
tion to  strike  out.     He  contended  that  this  duty 
would  have  the  effect  to  produce  a  home  compe- 
tition, which  would  do  away  our  contributions  to 
foreign  nations.     If  it  was  easily  manufactured  in 
the  country,  and  that  could  not  be  doubted,  he 
did  not  see  why  we  could  not  encourage  it,  fo 
that  it  might  be  manufactured  here,  to  the  exclu- 
sion  of  the  foreign  article.     He  advocated  this 
duty,  not   as  a  Kentucky  measure,  but  as  one  of 
great  importance  to  the  country  at  large. 

Mr.  Kelly  submitted  some  additional  remarks 
in  favor  of  his  proposition,  and  in  reference  to  the 
prices,  &c.,  of  cotton  bagging  in  Alabama.  He 
believed  the  present  existing  duty  was  high 
enough ;  but  he  had  conceded  to  the  opinions  of 
others,  and  had  concluded  only  to  move  for  the 
striking  out  of  the  highest  specified  duty  proposed 
on  this  article. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Kelly's  motion  was  then 
put,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas  28.  So 
the  highest  rate  of  duty  proposed  on  cotton  bag- 
ging was  stricken  out. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  moved  to  amend  the 
bill  in  the  following  clause:  "On  all  manufac- 
tures, not  herein  specified,  of  cotton,  silk,  flax,  or 
hemp,  or  of  which  either  of  these  materials  shall 
be  a  component  part,  a  duty  of  twenty-five  per 
centum  ad  valorem,"  by  inserting,  after  the  word^ 
"part,"  the  words,  "excepting  Russia,  Holland,, 
and  Raven's  duck." 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  the  words  "  and  Rus- 
sia sheetings"  were  added  to  the  exception. 

Mr.  Barboi;r  moved  that  "  German  linens" 
be  also  added  to  the  excepted  articles.  Upon  this 
motion  some  cursory  remarks  were  made  by 
Messrs.  Barbocr,Smith,  DiCKERS0N,and  Lloyd, 
of  Maryland. 

Mr.  Talbot  moved  that  the  bill  and  amend- 
ments be  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  ;  and  that  the 
Senate  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  Executive 
business.  This  was  agreed  to;  and,  immediately 
after  the  doors  were  opened,  the  Senate  adjournea. 


Saturday,  May  1. 

Mr.  McIlvaine,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  were  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  John  HoUiday  ;"  the  bill,  entitled 
'•An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jonas  Duncan  ;"  and  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joshua  Ben- 
nett ;"  reported  them,  severally,  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Jackson,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  were  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
'*An  act  for  the  relief  of  Solomon  Sibley ;"  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  David 
Cooper  ;"  and  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Frederick  Perley  ;"  reported  them,  sev- 
erally, without  amendment. 

The  sixteen  bills  yesterday  brought  up  for  con- 
currence were  severally  read  twice,  by  unanimous 
consent.  ' 

On  motion,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  "  Dean  Weymouth  ;"  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Blean  ;"  the  bill,  enti- 
tled "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Cleveland, 
jun. ;"  and  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  John  Topp ;"  were  severally  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
Mitchell,"  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Relations. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Mor- 
ris Groldsmith,  and  Anthony  Roderick;"  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  King ;" 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  James, 
Jehu,  and  Nathaniel  Brooks,  and  the  representa- 
tive of  either  of  them  ;"  and  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  John  K.  Carter;"  were  sev- 
erally referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ar- 
chibald Clark,"  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  Fry  and  Spalding ;"  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Maturin  Guichot ;"  and 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph 
Fiiman,  and  others;"  were  severally  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  bill,  entitled  "^n  act  to  compensate  W^il- 
liam  Cocke  for  certain  military  services  rendered 
the  United  States  during  the  late  war,  and  for  the 
relief  of  John  T.  Johnson  ;"  and  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Slough ;"  were 
severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 


The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  the 
act  to  incorporate  the  inhabitants  of  the  City  of 
Washington,  passed  the  15th  of  May,  1820,"  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

Mr.  Lanman,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
OflSce  and  Post  Roads,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Henry 
Lei^htner,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Barton,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Williams,"  re- 
ported it  without  amendment. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Benton,  the  Senate  resumed 
the  motion  on  the  29th  April,  instructing  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  authorizing  the  selection  of  certain  land 
for  the  support  of  seminaries  of  learning  in  Mis- 
souri, and  agreed  thereto.    • 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Talbot,  the  petition  of  John 
S.  Stiles,  executor  of  George  Stiles,  and  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  of  the  Judiciary  thereon, 
were  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill,  which  originated  in  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Dean  Weymouth  ;"  and 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Noah 
Smith,  of  Maine ;"  with  amendments.  They  have 
also  passed  bills,  of  the  following  titles,  viz  :  "An 
act  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  au- 
thorizing the  executors  of  John  B.  Mebane  to  col- 
lect certain  arrears  of  tax  ;"  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  the  administrator  of  John  B.  Fanning,  deceased, 
late  a  purser  in  the  Navy  of  the  United  Slates;" 
"An  act  to  authorize  the  issuing  a  register  to  the 
brig  William,  of  New  York ;"  and  "An  act  to 
allow  further  time  to  complete  the  issuing  and  lo- 
cating military  land  warrants;"  in  which  amend- 
ments and  bills  they  request  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate. 

THE  TARIFF. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
to  amend  the  several  acts  for  imposing  duties  on 
imports,"  was  again  taken  up  for  consideration,  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  King,  of  Alabama, 
in  the  Chair. 

Just  previous  to  the  bill  being  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table,  yesterday,  Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  had 
moved  to  amend  it  by  excepting  "Russia,  Hol- 
land, and  Raven's  duck,  and  Russia  sheetings," 
from  the  duty  of  twenty-five  per  cent,  levied  on 
other  cotton,  silk,  flax,  or  hempen  fabrics ;  and 
Mr.  Barbocr  had  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment, by  adding  to  it,  as  another  exception,  "  Ger- 
man linens." 

Mr.  Barbocr  now  varied  his  motion,  by  with- 
drawing the  words  "German  linens,"  and  pro- 
posing to  add  to  the  exceptions,  "  Osnaburgs, 
ticklenburgs,  and  burlaps."  This  motion  was  ad- 
vocated by  the  mover,  by  Messrs.  Hayne,  Smith, 
Branch,  Mills,  H.Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  Ma- 
con, Holmes,  of  Maine,  Van  Dyke,  and  Tay- 
lor of  Virginia  ;  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Dick- 
erboNjD'Wolf,  TALB0T,and  Johnson,  of  Ky.  It 


655 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


666 


657 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


Senate. 


658 


Proceedings. 


May,  1824. 


I 


was  urged,  in  behalf  of  this  amendmeDt,  that  the 
maaufacture  of  the  article  had  never  been  attempt- 
ed in  this  country  ;  that  it  was  an  article  of  the 
first  necessity,  for  clothing  for  the  poorer  classes 
of  the  community,  and  for  servant:} ;  and,  for  these 
reasons,  was  not  a  legitimate  object  of  heavy  tax- 
ation. On  the  other  hand,  it  was  contended  that 
goods  of  a  similar  kind,  though  not  known  by  the 
same  name,  were  manufactured  in  this  country — 
and,  being  an  article  of  necessity,  its  manufacture 
ought  to  be  encouraged,  in  order  to  render  uj.  in- 
dependent, for  the  necessaries  of^life,  of  other 
countries. 

The  question  upon  amending  the  amendment, 
as  proposed  by  Mr.  Barbodr,  was  then  put,  and 
decided  in  the  negative  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  fol- 
lows : 

y«A8 — Messrs.  Barbour,  Branch,  Clayton,  Elliott, 
Gaillard,  Hayne,  Holi»s  of  Maine,  Holmes  of  Missis- 
sippi, H.  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  J.  8.  Johnston  of 
Louisiana.  Kelly,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  .New  York, 
Lioyd  of  Maryland,  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  Macon. 
Mills,  Parrott,  Smith,  Taylor  of  Virginia,  Van  Dyke, 
Ware,  and  Williams— 23. 

Nats— Messrs  Barton,  Bell,  Benton,  Brown,  Chan- 
dler, D'Wolf,  Dickcrson,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Findlay, 
Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Knight,  Lanman, 
Lowrie,  Mcllraine,  Noble,  Palmer,  Ruggles,  Seymour, 
Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Thomas,  Van  Buren— 24. 

So  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  lost. 

The  question  was  then  upon  amending  the  bill, 
so  as  to  except  "  Russia  duck,  Holland,  and 
Raven's  duck,  Russia  sheetings,"  from  the  duty 
of  twenty-five  per  cent,  which  it  is  contemplated 
to  impose  on  manufactures  of  cotton,  silk,  flax,  or 
hemp.  Mr^  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  advocated 
this  amendment.  Mr.  Barbour  then  moved  an 
adjournment,  and  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Monday,  May  3. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  were  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Archibald  Clark  ;"  and  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  David  Beard  ;" 
reported  them  severally  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Bell,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Stephen  Brace;"  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Lemuel  Arms  ;"  and  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Nathaniel 
Jones;"  reported  them  severally  without  amend- 
ment. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Parrott,  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs,  were  discharged  from  the  con- 
sideration of  the  petition  of  Thomas  Haven  and 
Jonathan  Fol.som. 

Mr.  Jackson,  from  thejoint  committee  appoint- 
ed to  consider  what  bu>iness  is  necessary  to  be 
acted  on  at  the  present  ses.sion  of  Congress,  and 
at  what  time  the  session  may  be  closed,  submitted 
their  final  rejwrt  on  that  .subject;  stating  that,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  the  session  of  Con- 
gress may  be  terminated  on  the  10th  instant.  The 
report  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Ruggles,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 


to  whom  were  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Mareen  Duval;"  and  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  representa- 
tives of  Elijah  Brush,"  reported  them  severally 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  Barton,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  representatives  of  John  Donnelson, 
Stephen  Hurd,  and  others;  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

The  same  committee  also  reported,  without 
amendment,  the  bill  which  originated  in  the  Sen- 
ate, "to  enable  the  President  to  sell  and  dispose 
of  the  refuse  lands  of  the  United  States." 

Mr.  Barton,  the  chairman  of  the  committee, 
stated  that  thecommitteeCbelieved  the  system  pro- 
posed in  this  bill,  incompatible  with  the  full  and 
fair  execution  of,  the  present  system  of  raising 
revenue  from  the  public  lands,  for  the  discharge 
of  our  national  debt,  as  the  promulgation  of  the 
system  now  proposed,  would  have  the  effect  of  pre- 
venting public  sales  and  private  sales  at  the  present 
minimum  price;  for  few  would  buy  now,  when, 
by  waiting  a  few  years,  they  might  get  the  lands 
at  fifty  cents  per  acre.  However  proper  the  pro- 
posed plan  might  become  hereafter,  the  committee 
deemed  it  premature  and  improper  at  this  time; 
and  had  therefore  instructed  him  to  move  the  in- 
definite postponement  of  this  bill,  when  it  shall 
be  taken  up  for  consideration. 

The  amendments  made  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, to  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  "  for  the 
relief  of  Noah  Smith,  of  Maine,"  were  read,  and 
concurred  in. 

Mr.  Noble  moved  that  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
of  the  petition  of  Isaac  Bussel.  This  motion 
was  opposed  by  Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine.  The 
question  being  put,  the  committee  was  dis- 
charged, 

Mr.  Benton,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  compensate  William  Cocke,  for  cer- 
tain military  services  rendered  the  United  States 
during  the  late  war,  andJfor  the  relief  of  John  T. 
Johnson  ;"  reported  it  wiTfiout  amendment. 

Mr.  Eaton,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  were  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
j  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Judah  Alden  ;"  and  the 
j  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  an  act 
approved  on  the  3d  of  March,  1819,  entitled  'An 
act  providing  for  the  correction  of  errors  in  mak- 
ing entries  of  land  at  the  land  offices  ;"  reported 
them  severally  without  amendment. 

Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  en- 
titled "An  act  for  the  relief  of  George  Fisher," 
reported  it  with  amendments. 

On  motion,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  author- 
ize the  issuing  a  register  to  the  brig  William,  of 
New  York;"  and  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  sup- 
plementary to  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  authorizing 
the  executors  of  John  B.  Mebane  to  collect  cer- 
tain arrears  of  tax  ;'  were  severally  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
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ments  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Dean  Wey- 
mouth ;"  and  they  were  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Pensions  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 
NkThe  bill  for  the  relief  of  Alexander  Scott,  late 
collector  of  Pensacola,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  four  bills  last  brought  up  for  concurrence 
were  severally  read  twice,  by  unanimous  consent. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  allow  further  time 
to  complete  the  issuing  and  locating  of  military 
land  warrants,"  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
administrator  of  John  B.  Fanning,  deceased,  late 
a  purser  in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,"  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed, 
with  an  amendment  to  each,  the  following  bills, 
which  originated  in  theSenaie,  viz:  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Captain  Thomas  Staniford,"  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  ThaddeusMayhew;"  and  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Amasa  Stetson."  They  have 
also  passed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  viz  :  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Brolherton  ;"  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Edward  Evans;"  and  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  J.  Ottramare;"  in  which  amend- 
ments and  bills  ihey  request  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate. 

THE  TARIFF. 

The  unfinished  business  of  Saturday,  being  the 
consideration,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  of 
the  bill  from  the  other  House,  "  to  amend  the  sev- 
eral acts  for  imposing  duties  on  imports,"  was 
resumed  ;  Mr.  King, of  Alabama,  was  again  called 
to  the  Chair. 

The  question  was,  upon  the  motion  submitted 
on  Friday  last  by  Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  to 
amend  the  bill  so  as  to  except  "Russia,  Holland, 
and  Raven's  duck,  and  Russia  sheetings,"  from 
the  duly  of  twenty-five  per  centum  ad  valorem, 
which  the  bill  contemplates  to  impose  upon  all 
manufactures  of  cotton,  silk,  flax,  or  hemp. 

Mr.  Barbour  rose — he  slated  that  he  had  moved 
an  adjournment  on  Saturday,  because  he  felt  un- 
certain how  he  should  vot«,  in  relation  to  the 
amendment  now  before  the  Senate,  after  they  had 
refused,  by  the  vote  on  Saturday,  to  exempt  from 
taxation  articles  of  the  same  character,  of  great 
importance  to  a  certain  section  of  the  country. 
Upon  mature  reflection,  he  had  come  to  the  de- 
termination to  vote  against  the  present  amend- 
ment, in  order  that  the  taxes  imposed  by  this  bill 
might,  in  this  article  at  least,  be  equal  upon  the 
different  portions  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Mills  spoke  in  favor  of  the  amendment. 
He  proceeded  to  show  that  the  article  of  duck 
was  already  taxed  very  excessively,  by  the  exist- 
ing rate  of  duties — and  that  it  was  proposed,  by 
this  bill,  to  increase  the  tax  nearly  one  hundred 
per  cent,  upon  this  article ;  a  tax  which  would  be 
extremely  onerous  upon  the  navigating  interest — 
an  interest  which  was,  at  least,  as  much  entitled 
to  the  forbearance  of  the  Government,  as  the 
manufacturing  interest  was  to  its  positive  protec- , 


tion.  Mr.  M.  stated  the  quantity  of  the  articles 
included  in  this  amendment,  which  had  been  im- 
ported into  the  country  within  the  last  year;  the 
revenue  that  had  been  paid  upon  it ;  and  the  effect 
which  the  duty  imposed  by  this  bill,  would  prob- 
ably have  upon  the  importation,  and  upon  the  rev- 
enue. He  alluded  to  the  liability  of  this  tax  to 
evasion,  by  vessels  providing  themselves  with  can- 
vass in  foreign  ports.  He  commented  upon  the 
oppressive  operation  of  this  duty,  upon  the  entire 
commercial  interest  of  the  country  ;  the  coasting, 
as  well  as  the  foreign  trade. 

Mr.  D' Wolf  made  a  few  remarks  in  opposition 
to  this  amendment,  and  in  reply  to  Mr.  Mills. 
He  spoke  of  the  encouragement  which  the  Gov- 
ernment uniformly  extended.to  the  shipping  inter- 
est. He  considered  the  objects  of  this  bill,  as  be- 
ing purely  national — that  many  of  its  items  im- 
posed heavy  taxes  upon  the  manufacturers — that 
the  bill  was  calculated  to  benefit  the  whole  coun- 
try, and  not  for  the  particular  profit  of  any  one 
branch  of  business.  His  object,  Mr.  D'W.  said, 
was  to  throw  the  nation  on  its  own  resources.  He 
considered  the  articles  we  have  to  carry  to  market, 
of  a  great  deal  more  importance  than  the  wagon 
we  carry  them  in.  He  was  willing  to  reduce  the 
duty  on  duck,  but  not  to  strike  it  out  entirely. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  advocated  the  amend- 
ment. He  replied  to  the  argument  about  the  na- 
tional interests  to  be  promoted  by  the  bill.  He 
wished  to  know  what  great  national  interest  was 
to  be  benefited  by  this  item?  He  spoke  of  the 
small  quantity  of  duck  manufactured  in  the  coun- 
try, and  remarked  that  the  national  interest  was 
to  be  promoted  by  making  the  consumers  in  the 
country  pay  much  higher  than  they  now  do  for 
the  article.  The  tax  was  to  bear  exclusively  upon 
one  class  of  the  community.  He  warned  gentle- 
men to  beware  how  they  go  to  destroy  the  ship- 
ping interest  of  the  country  for  the  benefit  of  a 
few  overgrown  manufacturers.  This,  he  said, 
was  all  that  was  meant  by  encouraging  home  in- 
dustry, and  promoting  great  national  interests. 
He  wished  to  know  in  what  part  of  the  country 
duck  was  manufactured — to  what  extent — and 
of  what  quality.  He  hoped  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  would  reconsider  his  deter- 
mination, and  not  vote  against  this  amendment 
because  he  had  been  disappointed  in  that  which 
he  had  proposed. 

Mr.  Barbour  made  some  further  remarks,  in 
which  he  expressed  his  uniform  attachment  to  the 
commerce  and  to  the  navy  of  the  country;  but  he 
could  not  consent  that  the  great  agricultural  in- 
terests of  the  nation  should  be  lost  sight  of.  Ther^e 
was  not  a  solitary  item  in  this  bill  which  would 
in  the  least  benefit  that  interest.  The  cabalistic 
term  fiome  iiuiuMr/^,  he  believed,  was  only  to  be 
applied  for  the  protection  of  spinning  jennies.  He 
was  not  willing  to  submit  to  a  heavy  and  immedi- 
ate evil,  in  order  to  obtain  a  merely  possible  benefit 
in  prospect.  He  was  against  the  whole  bill ;  but, 
if  the  tax  was  to  be  imposed  upon  the  osnaburgs, 
&c.,  which  were  so  important  to  the  South,  hemust 
vote  against  this  amendment,  so  as  to  make  that 
tax,  in  some  measure,  equal.     The  one  was   to 
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operate  upon  the  commercial,  and  the  other  upon 
the  agricultural  interest.  And,  as  he  could  not 
possibly  see  why  Russia,  Holland,  and  Raven's 
duck  were  not  as  fair  objects  of  taxation  as  osna- 
burg:*,  ticklenbur^s,  and  burlaps,  he  should  feel 
compelled  to  vote  against  this  amendment. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  Virginia,  spoke  on  this  subject. 
He  agreed  perfectly  well  with  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts;  but  yet  he  found  himself  com- 
pelled to  vote  with  his  colleague.  This  bill,  he 
said,  was  to  let  blood  from  two  of  the  great  inter- 
ests of  the  country,  in  order  to  circulate  it  in  the 
veins  of  the  other  interest.  He  feared  they  would 
all  die  under  the  operation  ;  the  two  first  from  loss 
of  blood,  and  the  other  from  having  too  much. 
His  object  was  to  make  the  two  interests  which 
were  to  suffer  bear  the  imposition  equally,  and  to 
bind  them  together  by  their  community  in  suffer- 
ing. He  commented  upon  the  injustice  of  build- 
ing up  a  particular  class — a  special  aristocracy — 
by  the  imposition  of  heavy  taxes  upon  the  com- 
munity at  large.  He  spoke  particularly  of  the  duty 
on  wool,  an  article  which  could  only  be  produced 
in  a  small  portion  of  the  country,  owing  to  the 
circumstances  of  soil  and  climate.  If  this  tax  was 
imposed  on  the  Southern  interest  by  means  of  du- 
ties on  their  coarse  linens,  be  saw  no  means  by 
which  the  tax  could  be  made  equal,  but  by  levy- 
ing a  duty  on  the  coarse  linens  issued  for  clothing 
the  ships  of  the  Northern  section  of  the  country. 
By  this  means  the  revenue  could  be  collected 
equally  from  each.  Mr.  T.  spoke  of  the  mutual 
connexion  between  these  interests. 

Mr.  RuGGLEs  opposed  the  amendment.  He  con- 
ceived that  his  duty  would  operate  beneficially  on 
the  agricultural  interest,  more  thf-n  any  other,  as 
it  would  go  to  encourage  the  growth  of  the  raw 
materials  in  this  country.  In  relation  to  commerce, 
he  believed  it  would  in  some  measure  affect  the 
ves5els employ^  in  foreign  trade,  but  that  it  would 
not  injure  the  IVavy  or  the  coastmg  trade.  He 
thought  it  the  duty  of  the  (Jovernment  to  encour- 
age the  use  of  domestic  articles  for  the  Navy,  as 
we  might  be  reduced  to  great  distress,  if  we  were 
at  war  with  the  nation  from  whom  we  receive 
these  articles.  He  alluded  to  the  difficulty  expe- 
rienced during  the  last  war  for  soldiers'  blankets 
and  clothing.  Mr.  R.  thought,  if  we  were  to  have 
a  Navy,  (and  he  had  always  been  a  friend  to  it,) 
we  ought  to  build  our  ships  with  American  mate- 
rials, and  man  them  with  Americans.  He  asked, 
what  further  protection  the  commercial  interest 
wished  ?  They  had  the  whole  coasting  trade  of 
the  country  exclusively  to  themselves — a  greater 
encouragement  than  had  ever  been  extended  to 
manufacturers.  He  proceeded  to  remark  upon  the 
*^  beneficial  effects  that  would  be  produced  to  the 
nation,  by  raising  its  raw  materials  and  manufac- 
turing them,  in  preference  to  making  use  of 
•  manufactures  of  forei^  countries,  and  upon  the 
capacity  of  the  country  to  do  so,  to  a  great  extent. 

Mr.  Smith  had  hoped  the  question  on  this 
amendment  would  have  been  taken  without  de- 
bate; but,  as  that  course  had  not  been  pursued,  he 
felt  compelled  to  submit  his  views  of  the  subject. 
He  combatted  the  idea  of  the  protection  given  to 


the  navigating  interest.  He  said,  if  that  interest 
had  any  advantages,  they  were  the  result  of  their 
own  industry  and  enterprise;  they  only  asked  to 
be  loft  free  to  depend  on  these  advantages.  The 
coasting  trade,  he  said,  was  not  generally  carried 
on  by  merchants,  but  by  a  poor  and  laborious  class 
of  people.  He  denied  that  any  protection  bad 
been  extended  by  the  Government,  from  its  estab- 
lishment to  the  present  day,  to  the  navigating  in- 
terest ;  their  ships  were  built  at  greater  exp)ense,  for 
labor  and  materials,  than  those  of  any  other  na- 
tion ;  they  were  the  pack-horses  of  the  nation ; 
they  were  made  the  collectors  of  the  revenue  for 
the  Government.  This  bill,  he  said,  not  only  laid 
a  tax  on  the  article  of  duck,  but  also  upon  the  raw 
material  from  which  it  was  made ;  thus  rendering 
it  impossible  to  manufacture  the  article.  It  had 
the  same  operation  in  relation  to  wool.  The  tax 
imposed  by  this  bill  would  amount,  on  a  moderate 
computation,  to  three  millions  of  dollars  per  an- 
num, on  the  people.  The  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts says,  (and  he  may  be  more  accurate,) 
that  it  will  amount  to  six  millions. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  said,  this  item 
increased  ihe  duty  upon  this  article  100  per  cent. 
He  proceeded  to  state  the  quantitVfof  duck  im- 
ported, with  the  amount  of  duty  which  had  here- 
tofore been  levied  upon  it;  and  to  make  a  com- 
parison between  those  duties  and  that  proposed  in 
this  bill.  He  denied  that  any  encourgement  had 
been  extended  to  the  commercial  part  of  the  com- 
munity, except  in  regard  to  the  coasting  trade,  and 
in  relation  to  that  it  was  merely  nominal;  he  had 
never  known  any  man  to  make  a  fortune  by  the 
coasting  trade.  If  the  restriction  were  removed, 
no  foreigner  could  partake  of  this  trade.  Mr.  L. 
spoke  of  the  difference  in  expense,  in  building  ships 
in  this  country,  and  in  other  countries.  The  ob- 
ject of  the  bill  was  not  revenue;  it  was  for  the 
encouragement  of  manufactures,  and  yet  it  was 
proposed  to  tax  some  articles  which  were  not  man- 
ufactured in  the  country.  He  proceeded  to  remark 
further,  in  relation  to  tne  balance  of  trade,  which 
had  so  often  been  said  to  be  against  the  country, 
and  answered  the  arguments  drawn  from  the  pre- 
sent prices  at  which  cottons  were  afforded  in  the 
market,  by  showing  -that  the  war  prices  and  the 
peace  prices  were  taken  in  comparison,  and  that 
the  difference  between  the  machinery  formerly 
employed  and  that  now  used,  was  not  estimated. 
Mr.  L.  replied  to  the  argument  that  the  stock, 
evidences  of  debt,  &c.,  were  passing  into  foreign 
hands.  Upon  this  point  we  could  not  hear  his 
remarks. 

Mr.  DicKERsoN  opposed  the  amendment.  He 
was  willing  to  reduce  the  duty  proposed  upon 
duck,  but  did  not  see  any  reason  why  Russia 
sheeting  should  be  included.  He  reviewed  the 
course  that  had  been  taken  by  the  Government  in 
levying  duties  upon  duck.  He  said  that  as  fine 
duck  was  made  in  America  as  floated  on  the 
ocean  ;  and  stated  that  a  considerable  amount  of 
capital  had  been  exj^ended  in  manufactories  for  ^ 
this  article.  He  said  the  manufacturers  only  asked 
for  the  benefit  of  the  home  market.  The  com- 
mercial interest  bad  as  much  encouragement  as 


this.  Mr.  D.  adverted  to  the  remark  that  we  were 
adopting  the  Chinese  policy,  and  spoke  of  the  de- 
pressed situation  of  commerce,  in  consequence  of 
Its  being  overdone.  Too  much  capiul  and  too 
much  labor  had  been  invested  in  it.  He  asked 
what  would  have  become  of  this  capital,  and  the 
industry  and  enterpr'se  of  which  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland  had  spoken,  if  the  Grovernment 
had  not  extended  a  helping  hand  to  it  when  it 
was  depressed  to  the  earth  ?  He  then  adverted  to 
the  former  situation  of  the  navigation  of  the  coun- 
try ;  its  subsequent  prosperity,  the  causes  of  that 
prosperity,  and  the  acts  that  had  been  passed, 
giving  exclusive  encouragement  to  our  own  ship- 
ping. He  could  see  no  reason  why  the  shipping 
interest  should  not  bear  its  proportion  of  the  taxes 
imposed  by  the  Government. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  explained  in  ref- 
erence to  an  error  fallen  into  by  the  gentleman 
from  New  Jersey,  concerning  the  prices  of  duck. 
He  read  a  letter  from  a  distinguished  merchant, 
respecting  the  relative  quality  and  prices  of  Ame- 
rican and  Russia  duck. 

Mr.  DicKERsoN  made  a  few  remarks  in  reply. 

Mr.  S.MiTH  replied  to  Mr.  Dickerson  in  regard 
to  the  nature  of  the  acts  which  were  stated  to 
have  been  passed  for  the  protection  of  commerce. 
He  commented  upon  the  importance  of  the  trade 
to  Russia,  and  the  danger  of  losing  it  entirely — 
one  reason,  he  said,  that  our  commerce  was  so 
depressed  was,  that  we  were,  by  our  own  unwise 
policy,  depriving  ourselves  of  all  foreign  markets. 

Mr.  D'WoLF  made  some  statements  in  relation 
to  the  price  of  duck  in  Russia,  and  upon  the 
quality  of  the  American  duck. 

Mr.  Hayne  stated  that  the  clause  of  the  bill 
under  consideration  imposed  a  duty  of  25  per 
cent,  ad  valorem  on  manufactures  of  silk,  flax, 
and  hemp,  being  a  considerable  increase  on  the 
pre>ent  duties,  when  there  could  be  no  doubt  these 
duties  are  already  sufficiently  high,  and  when 
the  country  is  not  prepared  for  the  manufacture 
of  such  articles.  A  motion  has  been  made  to  ex- 
cept "  Russia  and  Holland  duck  and  Russia  sheet- 
ing," to  which  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  has 
moved  to  add  osnaburgs,  an  article  essential  to 
the  health  and  comfort  of  our  slaves,  and,  in  some 
degree,  necessary  to  the  poor  in  every  part  of  the 
country.  The  Senate  having  refused  to  except 
osnaburgs,  the  same  principle  must  prevent  them 
from  exempting  duck  and  sheeting,  as  it  cannot 
be  pretended  that  those  articles  depend  on  different 
principles.  Mr.  I^.  said  he  should  therefore  vote 
against  this  particular  exception,  with  the  view  of 
moving,  at  a  future  period,  to  strike  out  the  whole 
section,  and,  h|r  that  means,  to  except  not  only 
duck  and  sheeting,  but  osnaburgs,  and  other  arti- 
cles of  equal  importance  (which  we  do  not  man- 
ufacture) from  a  heavy  and  unreasonable  tax. 
.Mr.  H.  expressed  a  hope  that  the  friends  of  com- 
merce and  of  agriculture  will  unite  in  protecting 
the  interests  of  both  against  the  ruinous  specula- 
tions of  the  manufacturers  and  their  exclusive 
advocates. 

The  question  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Holmes, 


of  Maine,  was  then  put,  and  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive, by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messn.  Bell,  Branch,  Chandler,  Claytan, 
Holmes  of  Maine,  J.  S.  Johnston  of  Louisiana,  King 
of  New  York,  Knight,  Lloyd  of  Masnchuaetts,  Low- 
rie,  Macon,  MilU,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Seymour,  Smith, 
i'homaa.  Van  Buren,  Van  Dyke,  Ware,  and  Wil- 
liams— 21. 

Nats — Meaara.  Barbour,  Barton,  Benton,  Brown, 
D'Wolf,  Dickeraon,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Elliot,  Findlay, 
Gaiilard.  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Miasissippi,  Jackson, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  H.  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Kel- 
ly, King  of  Alabama,  Lanman,  Lloyd  of  Maryland, 
Mcllvaine,  Noble,  Rugglea,  Talbot,  I'aylor  of  Indi- 
ana, and  Taylor  of  Virginia — 26. 

So  the  Senate  refused  to  except  duck  and  sheet- 
ings from  the  duty  proposed  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  Elliott,  of  Greorgia,  then  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  by  striking  out  all  the  proviso  which  fixes 
a  minimum  price  upon  which  the  duties  on  cotton 
cloths,  and  cotton  twist,  yarn,  or  thread,  are  to  be 
calculated. 

This  subject,  said  Mr.  Elliott,  has  been  so 
much  discussed,  both  in  and  out  of  Congress,  that 
I  would  not  now  ask  the  attention  of  the  Senate, 
were  it  not  for  the  vast  importance  it  has  assumed 
as  a  national  measure,  and  the  deep  solicitude  it 
has  a  wakened  in  the  minds  of  those  whom  I  have 
the  honor  more  immediately  to  represent.  Asa 
national  measure,  sir,  I  consider  its  policy  as  more 
than  questionable.  The  power  "  to  lay  and  col- 
lect taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  excises,"  was  in- 
trusted to  Congress  principally  with  a  view  to  the 
revenue  of  the  country;  yet,  in  the  judicious  tx- 
ercise  of  it,  in  the  imposition  <Jf  duties  on  foreign 
importations,  it  was  intended  to  subserve  the  dou- 
ble purpose  of  augmenting  the  revenue  and  pro- 
tecting the  growing^manufactures  of  the  nation. 
These  have  accordingly  been  the  legitimate  objects 
of  the  laws  hitherto  passed  by  Congress  in  rela- 
tion to  this  subject.  The  war  of  1812  gave  aston- 
ishing activity  to  our  infant  manufactures.  Pre- 
venting almost  entirely  the  introduction  of  foreign 
articles,  it  left  the  consumption  of  the  nation  to 
be  supplied,  in  a  great  measure,  by  the  efforts  of 
domestic  capital  and  labor.  The  extraordinary 
demand  thus  created  for  domestic  articles  insured 
to  the  manufacturers  correspondent  profits;  and 
capitalists,  forgetting  the  transitory  character  of 
the  cause  which  occasioned  this  state  of  things^ 
most  improvidently  invested  large  sums  in  manu- 
facturing establishments.  These  establishments 
did  well  so  long  as  the  artificial  stimulus  under 
which  they  were  created  continued  to  operate. 
But  the  war  at  length  closed,  the  monopoly  was 
at  an  end,  and  ruin  seemed  inevitable.  At  this 
critical  moment,  sir,  Congress  interposed ;  and, 
although  It  was  not  possible  to  save  all — many 
having  paid  for  their  establishments  three  or  four 
times  the  value  of  them,  and  in  some  instances  too 
with  money  borrowed  from  banks  at  extravagant 
rates  of  interest — yet  it  was  hoped  the  prudent 
and  the  practical  might  be  relieved.  According- 
ly, the  law  of  1816  was  passed,  under  the  assur- 
ance of  the  manufacturers  themselves  that  they 
were  satisfied  with  its  provisions,  but  which  were 
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made  still  more  favorable  to  them  bv  the  law  of 
181S,  which  subsequently  passed  on  toe  same  sub- 
ject. The  result  of  these  acta  at  this  time  is  a  full 
Treasury  and  a  tax  on  the  consumption  of  foreign 
commodities,  operating  as  a  bounty  on  domestic 
manufactures  of  upwards  of  twenty  millions  of 
dollars  annually !  Thus  far  the  nation  has  gone, 
if  not  cheerfully,  certainly  without  eicilement ; 
for  the  wants  of  the  Treasury  seemed  to  justify  it, 
and  the  depressed  state  of  manufactures,  from 
particular  causes,  called  for  something  like  the 
new  regulatipns  then  adopted.  But  now,  sir,  our 
finances  are  adequate  to  the  annual  disbursements 
of  the  nation  ;  and  if  they  are  not  improving,  they 
require  not  the  augmentation  of  existing  duties  to 
sustain  them.  This,  then,  is  not  to  be  regarded 
as  a  revenue  bill ;  its  advocates  will  not  succeed 
in  attempting  to  pass  it  off  on  the  nation  as  such. 
It  is  too  apparent  that  its  sole  object  is  the  profit 
of  the  manufacturer,  at  the  expense  of  all  those 
who  may  find  it  either  convenient  or  necessary  to 
consume  foreign  merchandise.  And  will  Con- 
gress undertake  thus  to  interfere  with  the  em- 
ployment of  individual  capital  and  labor  ?  Shall 
we  pass  laws  to  regulate  and  control  the  private 
pursuits  of  the  citizens  of  this  free  community? 
Are  we  prepared  to  assume  the  exercise  of  such  a 
power  in  the  face  of  the  nation  ?  To  a  revision 
of  the  tariff,  sir,  I  should  have  had  no  objection. 
This  is  an  operation  which  may  be  advantage- 
ously attempted  at  regular  periods;  with  a  view 
to  a  judicious  distribution  of  the  duties  among  the 
Tarious  objects  of  the  tax.  But,  against  a  peri- 
odical increase  of  the  imports  of  the  nation,  not 
called  for  by  the  existing  state  of  the  Treasury, 
but  induced  by  the  importunity  of  the  manufac- 
turing interest  of  the  country,  and  for  the  sole 
benefit  of  this  particular  class,  I  do  most  solemnly 
protest. 

1  consider  this  bill,  then,  Mr.  President,  as  lay- 
ing the  foundation  of  an  odious  system  of  restric- 
tions in  this  country,  which  may  not  readily  be 
laid  aside,  even  after  its  pernicious  effects  shall 
have  been  ascertained.  Its  obvious  effects  will  be 
to  induce  the  investment  of  much  additional  capi- 
tal in  manufacturing  establishments.  And  this 
transfer  of  labor  and  capital  will  continue  to  be 
made,  until  the  competition  excited  shall  cause 
the  supply  of  the  various  articles  produced,  to  ex- 
ceed the  dgmand,  when  a  reaction  must  take  place, 
and  new  bounties  be  required  to  sustain  the  un- 
natural system.  And,  think  you,  sir,  you  will 
then  be  able  to  resist  the  importunity  with  which 
Congress  will  be  pressed  to  afford  further  encour- 
agement? No,  sir;  you  will  probably  be  told, 
and  that  truly,  that  yours  was  the  fault;  you  in- 
terfered unnecessarily  in  the  private  occupations 
of  individuals,  and  by  taxing  the  many  for  the 
benefit  of  the  few,  you  induced,  if  you  did  not 
force,  all  the  capital  and  labor  employed  in  the 
manufactures,  to  take  that  direction;  and  you  will 
be  constrained  by  the  amount  of  this  capital  in- 
vested, and  now  not  to  be  withdrawn;  if  you  are 
not  compelled  by  the  strength  of  the  manufac- 
turing interest  on  this  floor,  to  go  on  with  your 
sustaining  measures,  until  you  find  the  nation  in- 


volved in  all  the  odious  consequences  of  the  Brit- 
ish restrictive  system.  And  what,  sir,  are  the 
equivalent  advantages  promised  you  by  the  advo- 
cates of  this  measure?  Domestic  manufactures 
thus  encouraged,  say  they,  will  render  us  inde- 
pendent of  foreign  nations.  In  one  point  of  view, 
this  is  certainly  most  desirable.  But  are  we  not 
already  physically  independent?  Has  not  this 
nation  long  since  been  able  to  produce  all  that  is 
necessary  for  her  support  and  defence?  And  is 
there  any  other  attainable,  or  even  desirable,  in- 
dependence for  civilized  communitie:.  ?  Absolute 
independence  belongs  not  to  civilized  man;  and  it 
can  be  affirmed  of  the  savage  only  from  the  pau- 
city of  his  wants.  The  true  independence  of  a 
civilized  man,  consists  in  the  power  of  gratifying 
his  wants;  and  this  power  depends  on  the  quan- 
tity of  consumable  articles  he  can  obtain  in  ex- 
change for  his  surplus  produce  or  labor.  But  this 
quantity  will  be  greater  or  less  in  proportion  to 
the  extent  of  the  market  and  the  freedom  of  ex- 
change. For  it  is  from  the  profits  of  commercial 
intercourse,  growing  out  of  the  mutual  wants  of 
civilized  society,  that  enterprise  is  stimulated  to 
seek  out  distant  markets,  where  the  mast  advan- 
tageous exchanges  are  to  be  effected.  Every  re- 
straint, then,  imposed  upon  him  in  these  particu- 
lars, abridges  this  power,  and  necessarily  lessens 
his  independence. 

Again,  we  are  told  that  this  restrictive  policy 
will  encourage  home  industry;  and  save  millions 
to  the  nation ! 

The  annual  unproductive  expenditures  of  a 
nation  is  the  amount  of  its  consumption.  The 
cheaper,  therefore,  any  nation  can  be  furnished 
with  the  consumable  commodities  required  for  the 
supply  of  her  wants,  the  less  the  tax  upon  her  an- 
nual resources.  If,  under  the  operation  of  the 
existing  duties,  the  national  consumption  is  sixty 
millions  of  dollars,  (I  speak  hypothetically.)  and 
you  add  thirty-three  and  one-third  per  centum,  by 
a  new  imposition  of  duties,  will  not  the  annual 
unproductive  expenditure  of  the  nation  be  in- 
creased twenty  millions  ?  A  part  of  this  sum,  it 
is  true,  will  go  into  the  pockets  of  the  home  man- 
ufacturer, and  may  make  him  richer,  but  will  it 
not  leave  the  consumers  poorer  who  have  paid  it? 
And  who  are  these  consumers?  Nine  tenths  of 
the  people ;  the  great  mass  of  the  nation.  Nine 
tenths  of  the  people,  then,  are  to  be  taxed  most 
immoderately,  to  increase  the  annual  receipts  of 
the  other  one  tenth ;  and  this  is  called  encouraging 
home  industry !  Sir,  I  protest  against  the  use 
here  attempted  to  be  made  of  "  the  sacred  associ- 
ations of  home.'"  The  generous  impulses  which 
are  ever  awakened  at  the  mention  of  a  spot  so 
cherished  and  revered,  should  be  reserved  for 
great  occasions,  when  individual  sacrifices  must 
be  submitted  to  for  the  attainment  of  national  ob- 
jects. They  should  never  be  called  into  action 
for  partial  purposes;  and,  least  of  all,  to  aid  a  pol- 
icy whose  obvious  efl'ects  will  be,  to  diminish  the 
fireside  comforts  of  nine-tenths  of  the  nation. 

But  how  is  this  measure  to  save  millions  to  the 
nation?  Are  the  profits  of  our  manufacturing 
establishments   so   much  greater   than   those  of 


commerce  and  agriculture,  as  to  promise  advan- 
tages to  the  labor  and  capital  which  may  be  trans- 
ferred from  the  latter  to  the  former  ?  If  so,  they 
surely  need  no  protection ;  but  should  be  called  on 
to  furnish  aid,  if  aid  were  necessary,  to  the  less 
prosperous  branches  of  productive  industry.  But, 
if  it  be  true,  as  asserted,  that  manufacturers  are  so 
illy  paid  for  their  labor  and  capital,  as  to  require 
the  imposition  of  a  heavy  tax  on  the  other  branches 
of  national  industry  to  support  them,  how  can  the 
national  wealth  be  increased  by  forcing  more 
labor  and  capital  into  a  channel  acknowledged  to 
be  so  unproductive?  Should  this  bill  pass,  the 
profits  ot  manufacturers  would  be  great  indeed. 
But  as  the  payment  of  them  must  be  made  for  the 
annual  resources  of  the  nation,  it  would  by  so 
much  increase  the  expenditure  for  national  con- 
^umption ;  and  the  consumption  of  a  nation  is  a 
subtraction  from,  and  not  an  addition  to,  its  an- 
nual wealth.  I  cannot  perceive,  then,  that  this 
measure  will  add  any  thing  either  to  the  independ- 
ence, the  industry,  or  the^  wealth  of  the  United 
States. 

But,  I  do  think  I  can  perceive  many  pernicious 
consequences  which  must  result  from  its  adoption. 
What,  sir,  will  be  its  effects  upon  the  commercial, 
navigating,  and  agricultural  interests  of  the  na- 
tion ?  These  are  so  intimately  connected  that,  in 
considering  this  subject,  I  choose  not  to  separate 
them.  They  are,  indeed,  so  bound  together  by 
the  strongest  ties  of  mutual  dependence  and  re- 
ciprocal advantage,  that  no  one  of  them  can  be 
seriously  burdened  without  inflicting  some  corre- 
spondent injury  on  the  others.  The  annual  sur- 
plus produce  of  agriculture  derives  its  value,  prin- 
cipally, from  that  commercial  enterprise  which, 
by  the  means  of  navigation,  seeks  out  for  it  the 
best  markets,  however  remote — thus  securing  to 
it  the  highest  prices,  and  supplying,  in  return,  the 
consumable  commodities  of  other  countries,  which 
may  be  wanted,  on  the  lowest  terms;  whfle  the 
profits  of  the  labor  and  capital  employed  in  these 
transfers,  by  the  merchant  and  ship  owner,  gradu- 
ally advances  with  the  increasing  demand  for  the 
supplies  which  they  furnish.  But  the  profits  of 
this  system  of  exchange  must  ever  be  in  the  in- 
verse ratio  of  the  restrictions  imposed  upon  it. 
On  the  exports  of  the  nation,  the  Constitution  has 
wisely  interdicted  all  burdens,  while,  on  the  im- 
ports, It  has  permitted  Congress  to  lay  and  collect 
duties  and  imposts,  as  a  legitimate  source  of  rev- 
enue. And,  notwithstanding  the  heavy  losses  ex- 
g?rienced  under  the  operation  of  the  Milan  and 
erlin  decrees,  the  disasters  of  the  late  British 
war.  the  pressure  of  the  embargoes  which  preceded 
It,  and  the  no  less  destructive  effects  of  that  unex- 
pected competition  which  followed,  on  the  sudden 
return  of  universal  peace,  the  Treasury  of  the  na- 
tion jias  already  received,  from  this  single  source, 
about  three  hundred  and  fifty  millions  of  dollars! 
This  fact  incontestably  proves  the  value  and  im- 
portance of  these  branches  of  the  productive  in- 
dustry of  the  nation,  and  justifies  the  policy  which 
would  cherish  them  as  the  foundation  of  its  wealth 
and  power.  But,  sir,  the  bill  on  your  table  pro- 
poses to  protect  and  sustain  an  extended  system 


of  doinestic  manufactures,  by  the  imposition  ol 
excessive,  if  not  prohibitory  duties  on  imports.  It 
is  most  manifest,  then,  that  it  contemplates  addi- 
tional restrictions  on  these  important  oraDches  of 
industry,  calculated  not  only  to  lessen  their  profits, 
but  seriously  to  embarrass  and  depress  them.  As 
far  as  the  duties  approach  to  a  prohibition,  the 
commerce  of  the  country  will  be  suspended,  and 
the  shipping  employed  in  furnishing  the  accus- 
tomed supply  of  the  dutied  articles  be  thrown  out 
of  employment.  In  the  year  1807,  fifteen  ships 
were  employed  from  the  town  of  Salem  alone,  in 
the  British  tlMjLlndia  trade,  and  brought  in  prin- 
cipally white  Utton  fabrics,  paying  an  ad  valorem 
duty,  and  valued  at  upwards  of  four  millions  of 
dollars ;  but  the  laws  of  181.6  and  1818  imposed  a 
duty  so  excessive  on  thei^e  articles,  that,  in  the 
year  1819,  two  ships  only  could  be  maintained  in 
the  trade !  A  similar  effect  must  necessarily  be 
produced  by  these  new  regulations,  whenever  the 
duties  are  greatly  increased ;  for,  the  duty  being 
a  tax  upon  consumption,  the  consumption  will 
lessen  as  the  tax  is  augmented.  But  the  consump- 
tion will  always  regulate  the  supply.  No  more, 
then,  will  be  imported  than  can  be  consumed ;  and 
the  business  of  the  merchant  and  the  ship-owner 
must  be  abridged  in  the  ratio  of  the  diminished 
consumption  of  the  nation.  Nay,  still  further, 
sir — commerce  being  but  the  exchange  of  equiva- 
lents, a  refusal  on  our  part  to  receive  imports  must 
directly  lessen  our  exports;  for,  how  shall  we  be 
paid  for  our  surplus  productions,  if  we  refuse  to 
receive  those  of  foreign  nations,  which  are  the 
only  equivalents  they  can  furnish  in  exchange? 
And  may  we  not  calculate,  too,  on  countervailing 
measures  from  those  nations  whose  produce  we 
thus  exclude  from  our  markets  ?  What  has  been 
the  operation  of  the  existing  duties  in  this  regard? 
An  examination  of  our  commerce  with  Spain  and 
Portugal,  will  furnish  the  answer.  Excluding  the 
period  of  the  late  war  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain,  we  will  compare  the  imports 
and  exports  of  the  years  1810  and  1811  with  those 
of  1817  and  1818;  the  first  being  before,  and  the 
last  after,  the  imposition  of  the  present  duties. 

In  the  years  1810  and  1811,  there  were  im- 
ported into  the  United  States,  from  Spain  and  her 
dependencies — 

Wine»,  gallons 1,454,012 

In  the  years  1817  and  1818 — 
Wines,  gallons 917,201 


Difference 

Spirits  from  grain,  gallons 
Spirits  from  grain,  gallons 

Difference 

From  other  materials,  gallons 
From  other  materials,  gallons 

Difference 


536,811 

1,577 
333 

1,244 

1,017,653 
157,038 

860,615 


Iq  the  years  1810  and  1811,  there  were  exported 
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to  Spaia  and  her  dependeacies  from  the  United 
States — 

-  l,663,r.09 

-  158,888 


Corn,  busbelf  • 

In  the  years  1817  and  181i 
Corn,  bushels  • 


Difference 


Floor,  barrels 
Flour,  barrels 


Difference 


Rice,  tierces 
Rice,  tierces 


Tobacco,  hofsheaJs 
Tobacco,  hogsheads 


-  1,404,621 

.  8!>5,419 

-  198,975 

-  656.444 


65,264 
21,989 


Difference        ....        43,275 


13,733 

6,411 


Difference        ....  7.322 

In  the  years  1810  and  1811,  there  were  import- 
ed from  rortugal  and  her  dependenciei>  into  the 
United  States — 
Wines,  gallons 918,046 

In  the  years  1817  and  1818. 
Wioea,  gallons 612.660 


Difference 

Spirits  from  grain,  gallons 
Spirits  from  grain,  gallons 

Difference 

From  other  materials,  gallons 
From  other  materials,  gallons 

Difference 


305,386 

54,090 
431 

53,659 

33,916 
20,966 

12.950 


In  the  years  1810  and  1811,  there  were  exported 
from  the  United  Slates  to  Portugal  and  her  de- 
pendencies— 

Corn,  bushels 2,747,484 

In  the  years  1817  and  1818 — 
Corn,  bushel* 1,557.019 


Difference 


Floor,  barrels   - 
Flour,  barrels   • 


Difference 


1,190,465 

765,364 
138,493 

626,871 


Rice,  tierces 70,963 

Rice,  tierces..   -        ' 2,149 


Difference 

Tobacco,  hogsheads 
Tobacco,  hogsheads 

Difference 


68,814 

8,779 
881 

7,898 


These  facts  show  the  pernicious  effects  of  the 
duties  already  imposed  on  the  importations  from 


these  two  nations;  by  which,  at  least  thirty-five 
ships  engaged  in  this  traffic  have  been  thrown  out 
of  employment,  and  their  markets  closed  against 
our  surplus  produce.  A  similar  effect  has  been 
produced  in  Holland,  where  the  diminution  of  our 
importations,  occasioned  by  the  exces>  of  the  duty 
imposed,  has  been  followed  with  a  correspondent 
reduction  of  the  consumption  of  American  pro- 
duce; particularlyof  tobacco  and  rice.  Thedirect 
and  obvious  tendency,  then,  of  the  provisions  of 
this  bill,  is  to  destroy  our  foreign  commerce,  bank- 
rupt our  merchants,  and,  by  confining  the  surplus 
productions  of  agriculture  at  home,  to  diminish 
their  value,  and  impoverish  all  classes  of  the  com- 
munity, except  manufacturers. 

And  are  you  prepared  Mr.  President  to  pursue 
this  disastrous  course  ?  In  this  enlightened  age, 
when  the  wisest  statesmen  of  Europe  are  yielding 
to  the  conviction  of  the  deleterious  operation  of 
restrictive  systems,  and,  under  the  guidance  of  a 
more  liberal  policy,  are  seeking  to  establish  the 
intercourse  of  nations  upon  principles  of  recip- 
rocity, will  you,  regardless  alike  of  your  example 
and  your  inlere^t.  lay  the  foundation  of  one  of  the 
most  exceptionable  character  ?  Should  you  not 
rather  improve  the  occasion,  so  auspicioua  for  the 

Kurpose,  to  secure  and  multiply  foreign  markets, 
y  increasing  the  facilities  to  foreign  intercourse  ? 
Sir,  your  foreign  commerce,  consisting  of  nearly 
eigbt  hundred  thousand  tons  of  shipping,  and  em- 
ploying forty  thousand  seamen,  is  worthy  of  all 
your  care  and  solicitude.  In  it  is  invested  an  im- 
mense capital,  not  less  than  thirty-five  millions  of 
dollars ;  whose  employment  gives  the  means  of 
support  to  hundreds  of  thousands  of  the  poor  and 
laboring  inhabitants  of  your  seacoast.  From  this 
source  also  must  you  look  for  the  strength  and 
efficiency  of  your  Navy.  This  is  the  school  where 
seamanship  is  acquired,  enterprise  encouraged,  and 
dangers  rendered  familiar.  The  hardy  and  ad- 
venturous sailor  is  to  be  found  only  where  foreign 
commerce  is  duly  appreciated  and  encouraged. 
Hitherto  the  commerce  of  the  United  Stales  has 
been  fostered  and  encouraged ;  and  no  nation 
ever  boasted  of  seamen  more  skilful  or  patriotic 
than  the  American  tars.  Under  the  command  ot 
our  gallant  naval  officers,  what  did  not  these  mer- 
itorious men  achieve  for  this  nation  during  the 
last  war  ?  They  first  checked  the  proud  triumphs 
of  the  enemy,  and  broke  the  talisman  of  British 
naral  invincibility.  They  saved  your  Northern 
frontier  from  invasion,  by  the  brilliancy  of  their 
victories  on  the  Lakes — ard  on  the  Atlantic 
Ocean,  they  bore  your  flag  in  triumph  even  to  the 
shores  of  England  !  Nay,  sir,  disdaining  confine- 
ment within  those  limits,  they  doubled  Cape  Horn, 
and,  with  a  single  ship,  created  a  fleet  from  the 
spoils  of  the  enemy  in  the  Pacific  Ocean  !  The 
American  Navy  is  no  longer  the  theme  of  contumely 
and  reproach ;  it  has  fought  itself  into  the  confi- 
dence and  affections  of  the  people,  and  is  consid- 
ered by  all  as  an  important  arm  of  national  defence. 
Most  unwise,  then,  should  we  be,  if,  disregarding 
the  honorable  experience  of  the  past,  we  not  only 
neglect  to  foster  and  protect  this  invaluable  estab- 
lishment, but  pass  laws  like  the  one  on  your  table, 
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in  direct  hostility  to  its  future  growth  and  effi- 
ciency. 

But,  sir,  how  will  the  provisions  of  this  bill  op- 
erate on  your  revenue?  If  the  assertion  I  com- 
menced with  be  correct,  that  the  power  "  to  lay 
and  collect  taxes,  duties,  and  imposts,"  was  in- 
trusted to  Congress  principally  with  a  view  to  the 
revenue  of  the  nation,  it  is  surely  incumbent  on  j 
us  to  sec  that  we  pass  no  laws,  in  the  exercise  of 
this  power,  which  shall  diminish  the  revenue.  | 
The  amount  of  a  revenue  derived  from  imports  ! 
must  always  be  in  the  direct  ratio  of  the  consump-  j 
tion  of  the  dutied  articles ;  for,  the  consumption  { 
constituting  the  demand,  will  ever  regulate  the  ' 
supply.  But  the  consumption  must  necessarily  | 
depend  upon  the  means  of  the  nation  to  purchase 
the  articles  wanted.  The  less  the  price  of  these 
articles,  then,  the  greater  the  means  for  their  pro- 
curement ;  and,  by  consequence,  the  greater  the 
quantity  that  will  be  consumed.  But  this  bill 
proposes  a  considerable  augmentation  of  the  exist- 
ing duties,  which,  being  a  tax  on  the  use  of  the 
articles  specified,  must  necessarily  lessen  their 
consumption  by  diminishing  the  means  of  pay- 
ment. To  what  degree  the  consumption  of  the 
country  will  be  affected  by  those  new  regulations, 
it  is  not  possible  to  say  with  precision.  Yet  it 
may  safely  be  affirmed,  should  the  bill  pass  with 
its  present  provisions,  they  must  lessen  the  receipts 
in  the  Treasury,  after  the  first  year,  more  than 
two  millions!*  And  will  there  be  no  danger  to 
the  revenue  from  smuggling?  The  high  prices 
consequent  upon  excessive  duties  have  in  every 
country  produced  an  illegal  supply  of  the  dutied 
articles,  bv  which  the  wants  ol  the  nation  have 
been  reliemi,  and  the  revenue  defrauded.  Could 
the  Government  so  enforce  the  execution  of  this 
law  as  to  prevent  the  illicit  introduction  of  foreiarn 
goods,  most  of  the  new  duties  might  be  realized  : 
for,  such  is  the  force  of  habit  arising  from  the  long 
use  of  particular  articles,  ififtt  more  than  their 
value  might  be  obtained  from  thase  who  could  illy 
afford  to  pay  for  them.  But  England,  with  her 
thousand  ships  of  war,  and  her  army  of  revenue 
officers,  has  not  been  able  to  insure  the  execution 
of  her  laws  on  this  subject.  And  the  United 
States,  in  such  a  contest  with  her  citizens,  where 
the  dutiesare deemed  excessive, must  prove  equally 
powerless.  Since  the  formation  of  this  Grovern- 
ment,  under  the  wise  imposition  of  moderate 
duties,  there  has  accrued  to  the  Treasury  from 
imports  alone,  the  sum  of  $350,000,000 !  And, 
greatly  to  the  honor  of  our  merchants,  this  im- 
mense amount  has  been  collected  and  paid  into 
the  coffers  of  the  nation  with  the  loss  of  less  than 
one-fourth  of  one  per  centum  !  Sir,  there  is  noth- 
ing in  our  history  more  creditable  to  our  national 
character  than  this  fact.  And  what  is  the  lesson 
which  it  teaches  ?  It  shows  you  that,  when  your 
regulations  are  necessary  for  the  support  of  Gov- 
ernment, and  not  intended  for  partial  purposes,  the 
moral  sense  of  the  nation  will  sustain  and  enforce 
them.     Let   your  laws,  then,  sir,  be  just,  having 


*  The  bill  was  modi6ed,  and  the  rate  of  duty  greatly 
reduced  after  Mr.  £.  spoke. 


for  their  object  the  public  interest,  and  operating 
as  equally  as  practicable  on  all  classes  of  our  cit- 
izens, and  you  will  require  no  guards  to  secure  to 
them  their  intended  effect.  But  you  have  no  right 
to  calculate  on  the  aid  of  this  principle  in  the  en- 
forcement of  laws  of  a  contrary  character.  The 
reason  of  the  case  is  totally  different,  and  a  moral 
and  intelligent  community  will  not  hesitate  long 
in  drawing  the  proper  distinction. 

But  should  the  revenue  be  diminished  by  this 
speculation  in  favor  of  domestic  manufactures,  the 
deficiency  must  be  supplied  from  some  other 
source.  And  agriculture,  already  languishing  un- 
der these  restrictions,  from  a  diminution  of  her 
markets,  must  be  subjected  to  additional  burdens. 
In  the  present  state  of  this  cardinal  branch  of  na- 
tional industry,  a  system  of  direct  taxation  would 
be  ruinous.  Yet  to  such  a  measure  the  Govern- 
ment must  resort  in  the  event  of  a  failure  of  the 
revenue  from  imports.  The  measure  derived 
from  this  source  is  now  adequate  to  the  necessary 
disbursements  of  the  nation,  but  the  Treasury  re- 
port shows  it  is  gradually  decreasing ;  and  this 
diminution  can  be  accounted  for  only  from  the 
diminished  consumption  of  the  dutied  articles,  oc- 
casioned by  the  weight  of  the  tax  already  imposed. 
The  agricultural  interest,  then,  is  deeply  concerned 
in  the  impost  regulations  which  are  proposed  in 
this  bill ;  and  it  becomes  those  who  have  been  de- 
puted to  represent  it,  to  see  that  no  higher  duties 
are  imposed  than  the  finances  may  require,  and 
that  these  be  so  distributed  among  the  various  ob- 
jects of  the  tax  as  to  result  in  the  least  sacrifices 
to  the  people,  and  the  greatest  revenue  to  the  na- 
tion. A  moderate  system  of  duties,  collected  un- 
der the  ad  valorem  system,  has  heretofore  pro- 
duced the  happiest  results  in  both  these  respects, 
and  being  recommended  by  the  experience  of 
thirty-five  years,  should  not  now,  without  strong 
reasons,  be  abandoned.  As  the  duty  is  the  price 
paid  in  the  first  instance  by  the  importer,  for  the 
privilege  of  introducing  foreign  commodities  into 
the  home  market,  it  would  seem  reasonable,  if  not 
necessary,  that  it  should  bear  a  direct  proportion 
to  the  value  of  the  article  at  the  place  where  it 
was  produced. 

But  this  bill  adopts  another  principle,  and  by 
an  arbitrary  valuation,  twice,  and  in  some  instan- 
ces, three  times  as  high  as  the  real  costs,  either 
entirely  prohibits  the  importation,  or  burdens  the 
consumption  with  the  payment  of  twice  or  three 
times  the  amount  of  duty  it  seems  to  impose.  In 
the  first  instance,  the  revenue  is  lost  by  prohibi- 
tion ;  in  the  second,  it  is  lessened  by  a  diminished 
consumption,  occasioned  by  the  weight  of  the  tax. 
And  yet,  in  neither  ca.se  does  it  appear  to  be  the 
intention  of  the  law  to  produce  these  effects.  Sir, 
I  protest  against  this  masked  legislation,  as  un- 
worthy of  Congress,  and  not  reputable  to  the 
nation.  The  people  of  this  Union  are  high-minded 
and  honest,  and  they  expect  from  your  measures 
no  more  than  meets  the  eye.  They  will  never 
sanction  acts  whose  designs  are  covered,  and 
whose  effects  they  cannot  calculate. 

Another  strong  objection  to  this  bill  is,  that  it 
imposes  a  higher  rate  of  duties  an  the  consumption 
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of  the  poor  than  on  the  rich.  Low-priced  cottons, 
such  as  plaids,  stripes,  ginghams,  muslins,  and 
calicoes,  are  burdened  with  a  higher  duty  than  the 
finer  fabrics  which  are  used  exclusively  by  the 
rich.  And  this,  too,  without  any  adequate  reason 
to  justify  it ;  for  the  capital  employed  in  the  pro- 
duction of  these  fabrics  is  receiving  at  this  lime 
greater  profits  than  that  invested  in  any  other 
branch  of  national  industry.  But  the  history  of 
manufactures  in  England  proves  that  such  protec- 
tion is  not  necessary  to  the  success  of  this  species 
of  manufacture.  Nay,  sir,  it  proves  that  those 
flourish  most  which  have  been  least  protected ; 
for  her  silk  and  woollen  manufactures,  which  have 
been  so  amply  guarded  and  protected  by  law, 
have  languished,  in  comparison  with  her  cotUj^o 
manufactures,  which  have  been  left  to  the  inteHi- 
gence  and  energy  of  those  who  directed  their  op- 
erations. Instead,  therefore,  of  thus  unnecessarily 
increasing  the  burdens  of  the  poor  and  laboring 
class  of  the  community,  the  committee  who  re- 
ported this  bill  had  much  better  have  provided  for 
the  reduction  in  salt  and  the  cheaper  descriptions 
of  tea,  with  a  view  to  the  relief  of  the  necessitous. 
But  by  the  provisions  of  the  bill  as  it  now  is,  it  is 
proposed  to  tax  those  most  who  are  lea^t  able  to 
bear  it.  And  should  you  enact  a  law  of  this 
character,  would  the  public  sentiment  suffer  it  to 
remain  on  your  statute  book?  No,  sir;  I  think  I 
hazard  nothing  in  saying  it  would  not  long  resist 
the  common  sense  ol  the  nation. 

But,  sir,  I  am  constrained  by  the  strongest  mo- 
tives of  duty,  to  inquire  what  will  be  the  probable 
effect  of  this  bill  upon  the  interests  of  the  cotton 
growing  States.  These  are  entirely  agricultural, 
as  well  by  the  habits  of  their  people  as  the  policy 
of  their  civil  institutions.  And  their  prosperity  is 
of  vital  importance  to  the  whole  Union — for 
whether  this  nation  is  to  become  a  manufacturing 
community  gradually  as  its  wants  shall  dictate, 
or  more  rapidly,  by  the  force  of  artificial  stimu- 
lants, the  cotton  of  the  South  is  equally  necessary 
to  the  profitable  employment  of  its  capital  and 
labor.  Under  our  present  policy,  these  Slates  not 
only  furnish  the  raw  material  for  the  cotton  fab- 
rics manufactured  at  home,  but  give  employment 
to  our  navigating  interest  by  offering  to  capitalists 
an  export  produce  of  the  value  of  upwards  of 
twenty  millions  of  dollars,  equal  to  nearly  one- 
half  of  the  whole  exports  of  the  United  Stales. 
But,.if  to  the  value  of  cotton  exported,  §20,445,320 
You  add  for  tobacco         -        -        -       6,000,000 

For  rice 1,820,985 

For  flour  and  corn  ....  3,000,000 
And  for  lumber  of  all  descriptions, 

with  naval  stores,  viz :  tar,  pilch, 

and  turpentine      -        -        -        - 


Making  an  aggregate  of 


1,000,000 
§32,266.505 


You  will  have  an  export  produce  from  the 
eight  Southern  States,  being  but  one-third  of  the 
whole  number  of  States,  of  more  than  four-si;cths 
of  the  entire  domestic  exportation  of  the  nation. 

The  quantity  of  cotton  produced  in  1822  was 
about  600,000  bales  of  300  weight  each,  or  180,- 


000,000  of  pounds  of  all  descriptions.  Of  tbi« 
quantity,  not  more  than  100,000  bales  were  re- 
quired for  domestic  consumption.  Five  hundred 
thousand  bales^  then,  or  five-sixths  of  the  whole 
produce,  were  left  on  the  hands  of  the  growers  to 
seek  a  foreign  market.  Of  these,  four  hundred 
and  sixty-eight  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty- 
five  bales  were  exported  to  British  ports;  and  the 
residue  to  France,  Holland,  and  other  places  oo 
the  continent.  From  these  facts  it  is  obvious 
that  the  culture  of  cotton  in  the  United  States  is 
supported  principally  by  the  foreign  consumption 
of  the  raw  material.  And  although  the  domestic 
consumption  may  be  expected  to  increase,  yet  the 
capacity  of  the  country  to  produce  the  article 
being  equal  to  any  exigency,  a  correspondent  in- 
crease of  the  raw  material  must  inevitably  follow 
the  new  demand.  It  is,  then,  the  interest  of  the 
States  engaged  in  this  valuable  cultivation  to 
cherish  the  subsisting  intercourse  with  foreign 
nations,  that  the  demand  for  these  productions 
may  not  only  be  secured,  but  extended.  But  the 
continuance  of  a  commercial  traffic  of  this  char- 
acter, will  dep<'nd  upon  the  mutual  profits  of  the 
exchanges  which  may  be  efl'ected.  And  as  raw 
materials  are  required  only  for  manufacture,  the 
most  profitable  exchanges  for  the  manufacturer 
are  the  fabrics  produced  at  his  factory.  Either, 
therefore,  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  these 
directly,  or  greatly  to  lessen  their  consumption  by 
excessive  duties,  is  to  weaken  the  inducements  to 
this  traffic,  and  thereby  to  endanger  the  market 
for  American  cottons.  Were  there  no  other  coun- 
tries from  whence  cottons  could  be  procured  but 
the  United  States,  no  apprehensions  of  a  loss  of 
the  market  would  be  indulged.  But  when  this 
valuable  material  is  produced  in  the  West  Indies, 
in  South  America,  in  India,  and  even  in  Egypt, 
in  quantities  and  qualities  to  suit  the  wants  of  the 
European  manufacturer,  no  difficulty  can  be  expe- 
rienced m  commanding  a  competent  supply.  And 
this  supply  will  be  sought  in  those  countries  where 
the  consumption  of  the  manufactured  articles  shall 
afford  the  greatest  encouragement  to  the  capital 
and  labor  employed  in  their  production. 

Under  this  view  of  the  subject,  sir,  this  bill  is 
calculated  most  seriously  to  affect  the  interests  of 
the  South,  by  diminishing  the  value  of  its  most 
important  staple,  and  thereby  causing  the  transfer 
of  much  labor  and  capital  to  other  cultivations, 
now  known  to  be  less  productive.  But  the  effects 
of  the  measure  will  be  felt,  not  only  in  the  dimin- 
ution of  the  receipts  of  the  planter,  but  in  the  aug- 
mentation of  his  expenditure.  As  agriculturists, 
the  inhabitants  of  the  South  purchase  almost  all 
the  manufactures,  of  every  description,  which  they 
consume.  It  is,  then,  obviously,  their  interest  to 
procure  these  wherever  they  may  be  obtained  on 
the  best  terms.  And  it  is  not  easily  perceived,  as 
national  is  but  the  aggregate  of  individual  wealth, 
how  it  can  be  the  policy  of  any  free  Government 
to  counteract  the  wishes  of  her  citizens  in  this 
regard.  A  lax  on  the  consumption  of  foreign 
articles,  with  a  view  to  the  support  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, will  never  be  objected  to  by  the  people 
of  these  Slates.     They  cherish  too  strong  an  at- 
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tachment  to  this  Union  not  to  contribute,  most 
cheerfully,  their  just  proportion  to  the  payment  ol 
the  necessary  expenses  of  the  nation. 

But,  against  a  rate  of  duties  higher  than  may 
be  required  for  this  object,  and  intended  to  sustain 
another  interest,  at  their  expense,  they  are  bound 
to  protest.  This  bill,  sir,  proposes  a  rate  of  duties, 
not  only  higher  than  that  which  is  called  for  by 
the  wants  of  the  Treasury,  but  so  excessive  as  to 
threaten  a  diminution  of  the  consumption  of  the 
dulled  articles,  and,  thereby,  to  impair  the  public 
revenue. 

Cotton  bagging  is  used  exclusively  within  these 
States,  and,  as  the  manufacture  of  it  requires  but 
little  capital  and  no  skill,  the  new  duty  upon  it  is 
to  be  regarded  as  an  additional  lax  on  the  cotton 
grower  for  the  encouragement  of  the  cultivator  of 
hemp.  The  proposed  duty,  therefore,  is  objec- 
tionable, not  only  as  being  excessive,  but  because 
it  is  partial  in  Us  operation.  Every  tax  should 
have  for  its  object  the  promotion  of  the  public 
interest,  and  be  so  imposed  as  to  operate  as  equal- 
ly as  practicable  on  all  classes  of  the  community, 
throughout  the  various  subdivisions  of  the  Union. 
Nothing  could  wear  an  aspect  more  unkind  or 
invidious  than  a  lax  on  one  subdivision  of  the 
Union,  by  which  the  profits  of  its  capital  and 
labor  should  be  abridged,  for  the  sole  purpose  of 
improving  the  condition  and  increasing  the  gains 
of  another  portion.  Yet  this  duty  will  operate  as 
a  lax  upon  the  agriculture  of  the  South,  for  the 
benefit  of  that  of  the  West ;  and,  if  the  principle 
be  correct,  it  may  be  carried  into  general  opera- 
tion ;  in  which  event,  ihe  various  geographical 
divisions  of  the  nation  would  be  found  arrayed 
in  interests  against  each  other,  at  the  imminent 
hazard  of  that  peace  and  harmony  which  are 
ever  so  essential  to  the  public  weal. 

On  the  articles  of  coarse  woollens,  baize,  plaids, 
and  bombazelts,  it  imposes  a  duly  which,  with  all 
the  charges  of  importation,  will  exceed  sixty  per 
centum.     But  these  fabrics  compose  the  Winter 
garments  of  a  great  portion  of  the  poorer  classes 
of  the  community  ;  and  a  particular  description 
of  them  imported  for  that  purpos/e,  is  extensively 
used    for   the   clothing  of  our  black  population. 
And   should    this   excessive   duly  be    paid    upon 
them.  It  would  prove  a  most  burdensome  tax  upon 
the  consumption  of  these  Stales.     But  I  am  per- 
suaded, sir,   its  rigid  exaction  would  soon   force 
from  our  markets  the  accustomed  supply  of  these 
goods,  for  the  people  could  not  afford  to  pay  them. 
And  when  these  shall  be  thus  excluded,  is  it  ex- 
oected  that  the  manufactures  of  the  East  and  the 
West  will  be  received  as  a  substitute?     No,  sir; 
the  ruinous  effects  of  this  restrictive  system,   if 
not  a  just  sense  of  the  injury  inflicted  on  the  re 
sources  of  those  Stales,  for  the  benefit  of  a  par- 
ticular intexest,  a   favored  class,  will  prevent  the 
consumption  of  any  domestic  fabrics  which  are 
not  produced  within  their  own  limits.     Economy 
in  expenditure,  from  necessity,  will  become  the 
order  of  the  day,  and  no  one  will  be  disposed  to 
purchase  what  he  may  be  able  to  produce  at  home. 
However   manufactures,   then,    may  succeed   in 
driving  foreign  competition   from  our  market.<i, 
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they  will   not  be  successful  in  their  attempt  to 
force  the  consumption  of  their  fabrics  upon  us  at 
the  extravagant   prices   this   bill  will  authorize 
them  to  demand.    .We,  too,  sir,  may  be  taught  to 
encourage   home   industry,  and,  if  compelled  to 
become  independent  of  foreign  manufactures,  we 
may  be   induced   to  question  the   policy  which 
would  make  us  tributary  to  those  of  our   own 
country.     But,  sir,  should  this  bill  pass,  would  it 
afford  the  relief  anticipated  by  domestic  manu- 
lactures  ?    As  it  is  not  proposed  to  loan  money 
to  our  manufacturers,  it  is  obvious  this  measure 
will  not  directly  increase  the  capital  employed. 
Its  only  immediate  effect  will  be  to  increase  the 
profits  of  that  capital.     But,  it   is  believed  that 
those  who  are  most  importunate  for  relief,  pos- 
sess  least  of  this   capital ;  while  the  real   capi- 
talists   are    satisfied    with   the  existing    duties; 
wisely  preferring   stability   in    your   laws,    with 
certain  profits,  to  those  fluctuations  inseparable 
from  frequent  changes,  and  whose  results  defy  aU 
calculations.     Should  this  bill  become  a  law,  the 
profits  of  the  capital  now  employed,  under  skilful 
management,  will   be  imnjense.     But  this  extra- 
ordinary management  must  soon  attract  so  much 
additional  capital  and  labor  into  this  favored  em- 
ployment, as  to  overstock  the  market  with  the 
fabrics  which  would    be  produced;  and,  unless 
sustained  by  new  stimulants,  the  whole  system, 
like  the  bloated  carcase  of  an  epicure,  must  sink 
beneath  the  weight  of  its  own  indulgences.     Nor 
could  any  relief  be  anticipated  from  exportation  ; 
for,  if  our  manufacturers  are  unable  to  compete 
at  home  with  foreign  fabrics,  having  the  advan- 
tage of  the  existing  duties,  how  can  they  hope  to 
succeed  in  other  markets  without  the  aid  of  any 
duly,  and  burdened  with  all  the  charges  of  expor- 
tation ?     Those,  therefore,  who  possess^  but  little 
capital   would  realize   comparatively  no  benefit 
from  this  measure,  while  such  as  are  in  the  skilful 
employment  of  an  adequate   sum  would  hazard 
the  loss  of  the  regular  profits  which  they  now 
enjoy   in   the  vain   hope  of  securing  greater.     I 
cannot  perceive,  then,  that  this  restrictive  nolicy 
would  benefit  ultimately,  even  the  manufacturers 
themselves;  and  as  I  entertain  no  doubt  of  its 
deleterious  operation  on  the  interests  of  all  other 
classes  of  the  community,  I  must  be  permitted  to 
express  a  hope  that  my  motion  will  prevail ;  and 
that  the  bill  will  finally  be  rejected. 


Tuesday,  May  4.  ' 

Mr.  Jackson,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  were  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  authorize  the  President  to  exchange 
five  arpenis  of  land,  on  the  south  side  of  the  pub- 
lic lot  at  Baton  Rouge,  for  an  equal  quantity  of 
land  on  the  north  side  of  said  lot;"  and  the  bill, 
entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Slough;" 
reported  them  severally  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  were  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  authorize  the  issuing  a  register  to  the  brig 
William,  of  New  York ;  and  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  authorizing  the  executors  of  John  B.  Mebane 
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to  collect  certain  arrears  of  tax ;"  reported  them 
severally  without  amendmeDt. 

Mr.  RuoGLEs,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Carroll,  of  Duddiogton, 
and  others,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Noble,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  whom  were  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  John 
Lauderman  ;"  and  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Charles  Brad- 
ford," reported  them,  severally,  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Babton,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  were  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
'=An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Firman  and  others;" 
and  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ma- 
turin  Guichot ;"  reported  them  severally,  without 
amendment. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Eaton,  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  were  discharged  from  the  consider- 
ation of  the  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  for  the  relief  of 
the  legal  representatives  of  Fry  and  Spalding," 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 
Mr.  McIlvaine,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  were  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Thomas  L.  Ogden  and  other*;" 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Robert 
Strain;"  and  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Landie  Richardson  ;"  reported  them, 
severally,  without  amendment. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Amasa  Stetson  ;" 
and  concurred  therein. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Captain  Thomas 
Staniford  ;"  and  concurred  therein. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thaddeus  May- 
hew;"  and  concurred  therein. 

The  three  bills  yesterday  brought  up  for  con- 
curence,  were  severally  read  twice,  by  unanimous 
consent 

On  motion,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Robert  Brolherton,"  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ed- 
ward Evans,"  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  J. 
Ottramare,"  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

THE  TARIFF. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
"  to  amend  the  several  acLs  for  imposing  duties  ou 
imports,"  was  again  taken  up  for  consideration, 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  question  was  upon  the  motion  submitted 
yesterday  by  Mr.  Elliott,  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
striking  out  the  proviso,  which  establishes  the 
minimum  upon  which  the  duties  on  cotton  cloths 


and  cotton  twist,  yarn,  or  thread,  are  to  be  calcu- 
lated. 

Mr.  RuGGLES  spoke  in  oppo^sition  to  this  amend- 
ment;  on  the  general  ground  that  the  manufac- 
tures of  the  country  ought  to  be  encouraged  ;  and, 
in  particular,  those  which  were  in  general  use, 
and  of  absolute  necessity,  and  for  the  manufacture 
of  which  we  possess  adequate  means. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  Virginia,  spoke  as  follows  : 
Mr.  President :  The  honorable  Senator  who  has 
just  sat  down  has  selected  the  cotton  manufac- 
ture, as  indicating,  by  its  success,  both  the  course 
we  ought  to  pursue  as  to  the  woollen,  and  even  as 
to  the  entire  system,  without  di.'criminating  be- 
tween the  facilities  attached  to  cotton,  and  with- 
out taking  any  general  view  of  the  consequences 
to  be  expected  from  the  entire  bill.  Each  of  its 
items  is  said  to  be  a  national  object,  and  each  of 
its  speculations,  however  local  or  selfish,  conceals 
its  true  character,  by  assuming  an  epithet  used  by 
avarice  to  deceive  ignorance.  Tliere  is  no  belter 
mode  of  detecting  the  artifice,  and  anticipating  its 
designs,  than  that  of  reviewing  the  projects  which 
have  heretofore  promised  national  blessings,  and 
indicted  national  calamities.  Of  these  I  havei^n 
a  succession,  calculated  to  raise  up  a  pecuniary 
aristocracy,  atlhe  expense  of  labor  and  industry; 
while  each  project  as  loudly  protested  that  it  only 
contemplated  the  good  of  the  nation,  as  is  done 
by  the  several  items  of  this  bill. 

The  first  of  these  projects  occurred  on  the  es- 
tablishment of  this  (Government.     The  Revolu- 
tionary war  had  thrown  into  circulation  a  paper 
currency,  State  and  Federal,  of  various  denomi- 
nations,  such   as   paper  money,  certificates,  and 
final  settlements.     Every  body  had  obtained  some 
of  these  currencies,  and  all  had  greatly  depreciated. 
Under  the  pretext  of  establishing  national   credit 
a  combination  of  men  was  formed,  who  ingeni- 
ously got  possession  of  certain  descriptions  of  these 
currencies,  and  effected  a  conversion  of  them,  both 
principal   and   interest,   into  specie;    leaving  the 
great  bulk  of  paper  currencies,  founded  upon  as- 
surances equally  solemn,  and   circulated   by  the 
same   necessity,    to    perish    without    redemption. 
This  mass  being  ditiused  among  the  people,  the 
purpose  of  the  proposed   national   project  would 
not   have   been  effected,  had  the  same  degree  of 
justice  been  rendered  to  all.     Next  followed,  for 
the  national  good,  also  the  assumption  of  the  State 
debts;  but  it  resulted  in  giving  a  specie  value  to 
such  portions  of  State  currencies  as  had  been  mo- 
nopolized, and  leaving  the  rest  to  perish.     Bank- 
ing was  the  next  project  brought  forward,  also  for 
the  national  good  ;  and  how  far  it  has  fulfilled  this 
profession,  or  whether  it  has  only  effected  its  real 
design    of  transferring  wealth   from    industry  to 
fraud,  the  Senate  knows.      A  tariff,  to  introduce 
and  nourish  manufactures,  was  the  next  national 
project.     It  professed  a  detestation  of  every  mer- 
cenary view ;  and  patriots — disinterested  patriots 
— were  even  dug  out  of  the  earth  in  geological 
masses.     The  pension   law  was   the  last  project 
which  I  shall  recur  to,  in  order  to  illustrate  the 
pretext  of  national  good,  always  used  and  seldom 
fulfilled. 
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In  order,  sir,  to  display  the  effects  of  this  suc- 
cession of  national  projects,  1  have  prepared  an 
account,  every  item  of  which  is  extracted  from,  or 
sustained  by,  documents  from  the  several  depart- 
ments, but  chiefly  from  the  returns  of  the  Senate's 
resolution  on  the  first  day  of  March,  1823,  which 
1  had  the  honor  to  propose,  for  the  purpose  of  ob- 
taining facts  to  be  used  upon  this  subject,  expected 
to  occur  at  the  present  session. 

But,  before  I  adduce  the  account  extracted  from 
these  returns    I   must   premise  that  the  contrast 
thereby   exhibited    between    nine   and    seventeen 
States  is  by  no  means  intended  as  a  complaint 
against  the  former,  as  States,  on  account  of  the 
great  pecuniary  advantages  they  already  enjoy. 
These,  so  far  as  they  are  derived  from  the  legiti- 
mate sources  of  superior  skill  and  industry,  do  not 
excite  any  envy  in  the  Southern  Stales.    Far  from 
grudging  them  their  just  acquisitions  of  wealth, 
we  participate   in    these   genuine   exhibitions  of 
prosperity,  and  rejoice  in  the  success  of  their  hon- 
est industry.     We  complain   only  of  legislative 
fi^uds,  by  which  our  property  to  a  great  extent, 
and   theirs  to  some  amount,  is  transferred  from 
poverty  to  affluence — from  labor  to  ease — and  from 
industry  to  idleness.     We  complain,  independent- 
ly of  the  gross  oppression  thus  inflicted  upon  indi- 
Tiduals,  that  this  policy  is  merely  a  copy  of  the 
English  combination   between  the  Government 
and  capitalists,  and  only  lends  towards  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  pecuniary  aristocracy,  such  as  that 
produced  in  England  by  the  same  process.     We 
complain  that  this  policy,  so  oppressive  to  a  ma- 
jority, and  so  adverse  to  the  principles  by  which 
alone  a  just  and   free  government  can   be  pre- 
served, has  already  proceeded  here  with  such  vast 
strides  as  that  this  legislative  giant  has  become  a 
match — perhaps  an  overmatch — for   agriculture, 
shi(>-building,  and   commerce,   united.      We   be- 
lieve that  this  aristocrat ical  pecuniary  combina- 
tion will  constitute  a  more  oppressive  government 
here  than  in  England,  because  there  it  can  only 
intrigue  with  a  very  few  interests ;  whereas  here 
it  can  enlist  geographical  and  local  interests,  as 
instruments  to  work  on  its  side  and  provide  for  its 
avarice.     In  England,  the  agricultural  interest  is 
Tery  different  from  ours— it  is  that  of  landlords, 
united  by  one  impulse,  loo  powerful  to  be  coerced 
and  requiring  equivalencies.     Here  the  agricultu- 
ral interest  is  divided  by  climates  and  dissimilar 
products.     The  legislative  pecuniary  aristocracy 
here  may  therefore  enlist  auxiliaries  by  local  par- 
tialities, which  it  cannot  do  in  England.     It  may 
get  votes   by  indulgences  to  wool-growers  and 
hemp-growers,  and  draw  recruits  from  agriculture 
itself,  to  fight  in  its  mercenary  ranks.     This  fact 
forcibly  illustrates  the  intention  of  the  Constitu-  j 
tion  in  giving  to  Congress  a  power  "to  regulate  [ 
commerce  with  foreign  nations,  and  among  the  j 
several  Slates,  and  with  the  Indian  tribes;"  to  use  ! 
the  word  commerce  in  accordance  with  the  princi- 
ples of  the  Union  and  the  local  independence  of 
the  States;  to  use  it  in  the  same  sense  obviously  I 
annexed  to  it  in  the  cases  of  foreign  nations  and 
Indian  tribes.     As  a  pecuniary  aristocracy  could  ! 
Dot  convert  these  nations  and  tribes  into  victims 


for  feeding  its  avarice,  in  virtue  of  the  word  com- 
merce, so  that  word  was  never  intended  to  invest 
it  with  a  power  of  rioting  upon  the  entrails  of 
devoted  Stales.  The  uniformity  required  in  the 
imposition  of  imposts  and  other  taxes,  corresponds 
with  a  construction  of  this  word  which  ^ves 
unimpaired  the  local  justice  and  security  intended 
to  be  established  by  this  uniformity,  and  visibly 
interdicts  the  destruction  of  one  of  the  plainest 
principles  of  our  Federal  Union,  by  giving  to  a 
single  word,  used  in  a  particular  case,  and  limited 
to  a  special  application,  a  meaning  which  would 
obliterate  substantially  the  uniformity  required, 
and  expose  the  members  of  the  Union  to  the  frauds 
and  oppressions  which  this  rule  was  intended  to 
prevent. 

I  return  to  the  account  presently  to  be  exhibited 
to  the  Senate.  It  consists  of  a  retrospective  view 
of  the  projects  called  mUioiud,  by  which  the  nation 
has  been  deluded  to  submit  to  an  unconstitutional 
tribute,  both  fraudulent  and  oppressive.  Sir,  it  is 
right  to  follow  the  example  ol  one  of  the  freest 
nations  commemorated  by  history,  in  calling  a 
spade  a  spade.  The  capitalists,  however,  whose 
wl/are  is  not  recited  as  an  object  of  taxation  by 
the  Constitution,  have,  with  wonderful  ingenuity, 
persuaded  us  that  a  spade  is  a  punch-ladle;  and 
whilst  they  are  loading  us  with  tools  to  be  labori- 
ously used  for  their  benefit,  contend  that  spades, 
ploughs,  and  pitchforks,  are  instruments  of  lux- 
ury, filled  with  excellent  viands,  for  ihe  gratifica- 
tion of  agriculturists.  This  exceeds  the  ingenu- 
ity of  Lord  Peter,  in  Swift's  Tale  of  a  Tub.  who 
contended  that  a  crust  of  bread  was  a  leg  of  mut- 
ton— both  of  these  might  be  eaten. 

The  following  account  is  extracted  from  oflS- 
cial  reports,  exhibiting  the  pecuniary  advantages 
of  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Rhode 
Island,  Connecticut.  Vermont,  New  York,  New 
Jersey,  and  Pennsylvania.  The  Territories  are 
included  under  the  name  of  States,  to  avoid  fre- 
quent distinctions,  and  to  make  the  contrast  com- 
filete. 
mpost  and  tonnage  duties  annually  -  $23,933,114 
Deduct  the  portion  collected  in  the  aeven- 

tcen  8tat€»         -  ...      3,678,736 

Collected  in  the  nine  State*  ...    20,263,378 
Deduct  one-third  as  paid  or  consumed  by 

the  nine  Sute<i  ....      6,751,126 


Paid  or  cunaumed  by  the  seventeen  States  13,502,252 

Views  of  Tonnage.  = 
Tonnage,  including  foreign  trade,  coast- 
ing, and  fishery           ....  1,324,699 
Deduct  one-seTenth  o^ned  by  the  seven- 

teen  States          .....  189,242 


Owned  by  the  nine  Stales 


V 


1,135,457 


Annual  profit  of  tonnage  owned  by  the 

nine  States  at  $20  a  ton     -         .         -  $22,709,140 

Deduct  one-third  consumed  by  the  nine 

Sta^» 7,569,713 


Annual  gain  by  the  nine  Sutes  from  ton- 
"age 16,189,427 
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Second  view  of  Tonnage. 

Foreign  trade  tonnage  reported  in  1816 
Deduct  one-aeventh  owned  by  the  sev- 
enteen States     .         -         •         -         - 

Deduct   one-third   as  consamed   by  the 
nine  States        -         -         - 

Consumed  by  the  seventeen  States 

Annual  gain  of  the  nine  States  at  $20  a 
ton    -        -     .    - 


Tons. 
-    800,759 

114,397 


228,787 
457,675 


Deduct  the  incorporated  cap- 
ital of  the  seventeen  States       4,466,500 


69,190,000 
Deduct  a  moiety  as  poasibly 

unemployed    -         -         •    34,595,000 

Balance  of  factowcapital  in 

the  nine  States         -         -    34,595,000 


Third  view  of  Tonnage. 

May  15,  1822,  a  committee  reported  the 
annual  gain  of  the  United  States  from 
foreign  trade  tonnage  to  be         -         -  $20,000,000 

Deduct  one-seventh  as  owned  by  the  sev- 

enteen  States 2,857,142 


Annual  gain  by    factories    from    consu- 
j       mers  on  this  balance  if  the  duties  only 
$9,151,500!       average  twenty  per  cent.     - 

Annual  amount  of  pensions   under  the 
pension  law     .         -  .    $1,334,788 

Deduct  received  by  the  sev- 
enteen Sutes  .         -  288,052 


6,919,000 


17,142,858 
Deduct   one-third   as   consumed  by   the 

nine  States 5,714,286 


Annual  gain  of  the  nine  from  the  seven- 
teen Sutes         11,428,572 


So  far,  sir,  these  facts  are  stated  as  a  basis  for 
the  two  first  items  in  the  following  account ;  and 
as  from  the  Treasury  report  it  appears  that  less 
than  one-seventh  of  the  impost  and  tonnage  du- 
ties are  collected  in  the  seventeen  States,  their 
share  of  importations  and  tonnage  is  apparently 
rated  too  high. 

Annual  imports  of  the  United  States  about  $77,000,000 
Deduct  one-seventh  supposed  to  be  im- 
ported by  the  seventeen  States    -         •     11,000,000 

66,000,000 
Deduct  one-third  consumed  by  the  nine 

States 22,000,000 


Balance  in  favor  of  the  nine  States 

Commercial  profit  on  this  balance,  drawn 
annually  by  the  nine  from  the  seven- 
teen  States  at  10  per  cent. 

Annual  gain  on  the  balance  of  tonnage 
by  the  nine  from  the  seventeen  Slates 

Interest  of  national  debt  annually  re- 
ceived by  the  nine  Sutes    $5,079,482 

Interest  received  by  the  sev- 
enteen Sutes  •         -         -  563,243 


44,000,000 


-    $4,400,000 
11,428,572 


Balance  of  interest  received  by  the  nine 
Sutes 

Amount  of  incorporated  manufacturing 
capiul  in  the  United  Sutes  return- 
ed ....  $70,056,500 

Add  the  factory  capital    of 

Rhode  Island  not  returned      2,000,000 

Add  for  twenty -eight  incor- 
porated factories  of  unlim- 
ited capiul  in  Vermont    -       1,000,000 


4,516,239 


Annual  gain  by  the  nine  SUtes  at  this 
time — heretofore  it  was  more,  hereaf- 
ter it  will  b«  less         .... 

Annual  gain  of  the  nine  beyond  the  sev- 
enteen Sutes,  by  the  United  States 
Bank 

Annual  draft  by  the  nine  from  the  seven- 
teen Stales         .... 


1,046,736 

t 

146,038 


Amount 


-    73,656,500 


$28,456,585 


A  few  remarks,  sir,  may  be  necessary  to  show 
the  moderation  and  effects  of  this  statement.  No 
profit  IS  charged  to  factory  owners  upon  S4,466,- 
500  of  incorporated  capital  in  the  seventeen  States. 
If  one  half  is  unemployed,  they  receive  upon  the 
other  half  annually  $446,650,  which,  added  to  the 
factory  acquisition  charged,  increases  it  to  an  an- 
nual tax  upon  consumers  of  §7,365,650,  under  the 
existing  tariff. 

The  whole  amount  annually  drawn  by  the  nine 
from  the  seventeen  States  is  $28,456,585  accord- 
ing to  this  statement.  Of  this  sum,  12,628,014  is 
imposed  by  legal  contrivances,  and  $15,828,572 
gained  by  tonnage  and  importations.  Is  a  jwlicy 
beneficial  to  the  people  of  the  nine  States,  by  which 
they  are  exposed  to  a  risk  of  losing  the  income 
they  derive  from  tonnage  and  importations,  for 
the  sake  of  extorting  a  tribute  from  industry, 
amounting  to  $7,365,650,  of  which  they  mu?t  pay 
a  portion,  to  be  bestowed  upon  a  capitalist  in- 
terest ? 

The  Senate  will  observe  that  the  results  of  the 
computation  are  probably  too  low  to  a  considera- 
ble extent.  No  profit  is  charged  on  the  advance 
of  duties  by  the  nine  States,  though,  as  these  are 
added  to  the  cost  of  the  goods,  and  long  credits 
given  for  them,  they  must  produce  a  large  profit. 
No  coasting  tonnage  profit  is  charged,  though  that 
also  must  Ix*  great.  The  bounties  to  the  fisheries 
are  noticed.  One  half  of  the  manufacturing  cap- 
ital is  deducted,  and  the  profit  only  computed  upon 
the  other  half.  The  profit  made  by  the  nine 
States  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  is  cer- 
tainly too  low.  The  charge  of  one-seventh  of 
tonnage  and  importations  to  the  seventeen  States 
exceeds  the  reports.  And  the  gain  of  ten  per 
centum  on  the  commercial  business  done  by  the 
nine  for  the  seventeen  States  is  probably  too  low, 
as  It  includes  both  the  profit  made  on  goods  sold, 
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and  on  products  purchased.  It  will  also  be  discov- 
ered, by  gentlemen  better  acquainted  with  the 
subject  than  I  am,  that  sundry  items  which  would 
have  increased  the  inequality,  are  omitted  in  the 
account. 

Sir,  the  deficiency  of  tonnage  and  importations 
in   the   seventeen    States   must  arise  from   some 
cause.     They  have  water,  wood,  and  iron,  and 
yet  are  almost  without  ships  or  commerce,  except 
at  the  three  points  of  Baltimore,  Charleston,  and 
New  Orleans.     What  can   this  cause  be  but  the 
annual  drafts  from  their  capital  ?     Before  these 
drafts  were  carried  to  their  present  enormity,  the 
Southern  States  imported  chiefly  for  themselves 
and  had  begun  to  build  vessels.     Why  is  it  that 
the  enumeraV^d  points  suffer  loss  by  this  defraud- 
ing policy  than  the  other  parts  of  the  seventeen 
States  ?     Because  Baltimore  and  Charleston  re- 
ceive a  considerable  share  of  the  tribute  it  imposes, 
and  New  Orleans  is  too  far  from  the  nine  States 
to  have  its  commerce  intercepted.   But  even  the.se 
points  suffer  considerably  by  the  drafts  coerced 
from  the  people,  upon  whose  prosperity  theirs  de- 
pends, for  patronizing  a  pecuniary  aristocracy  by 
fraudulent  laws. 

Sir,  it  has  been  said,  that,  if  the  seventeen 
States  did  not  employ  northern  importers  and 
tonnage,  they  must  employ  British.  But  this 
would  not  follow,  unless  Britain  could  prevent 
them  from  importing,  or  building  ships,  bv  legis- 
lating away  their  capital,  as  she  did  before  the 
Revolution.  Factories  cannot  be  built,  nor  man- 
ufactures carried  on,  it  is  said,  without  capital. 
How,  then,  can  ships  be  built,  or  the  importing 
business  be  carried  on,  by  the  seventeen  States, 
whilst  exposed  to  an  enormous  annual  draft  from 
their  capital  ?  Protection  means  only  capital  or 
monopoly.  Do  not  commerce  and  ship  building 
languish  in  the  seventeen  Slates?  Why,  then, 
take  away  protection  from  them,  if  capital  must 
be  called  by  that  treacherous  name? 

It  is  also  said  that  the  balance  of  trade  with 
foreign  nations  is  against  us  ;  and  this  being  as- 
sumed as  a  fact,  is  repeatedly  urged  as  a  conclu- 
sive argument  in  favor  of  the  tariff.  ^  The  argu- 
ment is,  however,  generally  admitted  to  be  delu- 
sive. A  commercial  balance  of  trade  cannot  be 
measured  by  money  nor  by  custom-houses  with 
accuracy.  The  prices  at  which  the  exchanged 
commodities  sell,  and  the  difference  of  labor  em- 
ployed in  their  production,  owing  to  different  cli- 
mates and  soils,  go  deeply  into  the  subject.  As  it 
is  impossible  to  discover  these,  and  many  other 
facts,  necessary  to  bestow  certainty  upon  the  esti- 
mate, the  conclusion  assumed  is  obviously  a  de- 
ception. But,  admitting  it  to  be  true,  how  stands 
the  balance  of  trade  between  the  nine  and  the 
seventeen  States?  If  a  balance  of  trade  between 
nations  and  the  United  States  is  ruinous  to  the 
latter,  will  a  balance  of  trade  against  the  seven- 
teen Stales,  and  in  favor  of  the  nine,  enrich  the 
former  ?  There  is,  however,  an  obvious  distinc- 
tion between  a  supposed  pecuniary  balance  aris- 
ing from  commerce,  and  a  pecuniary  balance  aris- 
ing from  a  tribute.  Although  the  former  cannot 
be  correctly  measured  by  money,  the  latter  may. 


Thus,  it  mav  happen  that  the  apparent  balance 
in  favor  of  the  nine  States  may  be  somewhat  di- 
minished by  the  inexplicable  operations  of  com- 
merce, whilst  the  tribute  paid  by  one  country  to 
another,  by  a  nation  to  a  despot,  or  by  the  seven- 
teen States  to  a  pecuniary  aristocracy,  admits  of 
little  or  no  compensation.     The  latter  constitutes 
a  balance,  not  of  a  commercial  character,  but  be- 
tween industry  and  oppression,  paid  by  one,  and 
received  by  the  other.     It  is  true  that  both  bank- 
ing and  the  tariff,  which  operate  in  the  same  way 
upon  these  objecu,  promise  a  compensation  to  in- 
dustry, as  an  indemnity  for  their  spoliations,  and 
we  have  now  been  in  search  of  this  indemnity 
for  above  twenty  years.    Have  we  found  it  ?     In- 
dustry relies  upon  faith  alone  for  salvation,  like 
an   ultra  Christian,  and  rejects  visible  works  as 
wholly  ineffectual.     The  Deity  may  reward   us 
for  our  faith  ;  but  what  proo?  did  a  pecuniary 
project  or  an  aristocracy  ever  give  of^a  title  to 
this  divine  attribute?     Alas !  poor  human  nature. 
Where  is  its  boasted  intellect  or  dignity  ?  It  wants 
clothes,  and  strips  itself  to  adorn  an  aristocracy. 
It  wants  food,  and  starves  itself  to  feed  an  aristoc- 
racy.    It  wants  drink,  and  thirsts  to  drench  an 
aristocracy.      It   wants  a   circulating  currency, 
and,  to  obtain  it,  pays  to  an  aristocracy  annual 
millions  for  a  fraudulent  one.  Couldit  deprive  itself 
of  air  and  water  for  the  same  reasons,  it  would  pro- 
bably give  further  proofs  of  its  wisdom,  and  render 
its  manufactory  of  privations  for  itself  complete. 
And  it  is  induced  to  suffer  all  these  privations  by 
the  delusion  of  an  imaginary   balance   of  trade 
with  foreign  nations. 

History  offers  us  many  proofs  that  this  balance 
is. imaginary.  I  shall  cite  but  two.  Russia  was 
raised  from  barbarism  and  poverty  to  civilization 
and  wealth,  by  exchanging  her  agricultural  pro- 
ducts for  European  manufactures  during  several 
centuries.  The  same  commerce,  previously  to 
their  revolution  enabled  the  provinces  to  subdue  a 
wilderness,  and  to  obtain  unexampled  prosperity 
and  happiness.  This  ^rose  from  an  exchange  of 
agricultural  ibr  manufactured  products,  by  which 
exchange  mutual  demands  were  created,  and  mu- 
tual wealth  and  happiness  diffused.  It  might  be 
difficult  to  ascertain  whether  Britain  or  the  prov- 
inces flourished  most  during  the  period  that  this 
commerce  was  suffered  to  regulate  itself.  Then 
there  were  no  banks  nor  tariffs  to  rob  agriculture 
of  its  income,  and  enrich  an  aristocratical  order 
of  men ;  and  exchanges,  although  confined  to 
Britain,  embraced  such  a  multitude  of  individu- 
als, as  to  endow  the  provinces  with  happiness 
and  an  ever-growing  prosperity.  At  length,  Brit- 
ain, discerning  the  rapid  acquisitions  of  the  prov- 
inces arising  from  these  commercial  exchanges, 
became  envious  of  their  wealth,  and  resolved  to 
fleece  them  of  it  by  taxing  them  to  enrich  herself. 
She  resolved  to  constitute  herself  by  laws  into  a 
pecuniary  aristocracy,  and  supplant  the  effects  of 
commercial  exchanges,  by  creating  the  oppressive 
balance  measured  by  money.  Such  a  tribute 
would  have  been  precisely  similar  to  the  tribute 
imposed  by  banks  and  protecting  tariffs,  to  bestow 
money  on  an  internal  aristocracy.     But  our  gal- 
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laDt  and  wise  ancestors,  discerning  the  difference 
between  a  tribute  to  an  aristocracy  and  commer- 
cial exchanges,  took  up  arms  to  repel  the  former 
project  in  its  infancy,  and  free  themselves  from 
the  meditated  oppression.  Can  we,  their  sons, 
discern  no  difference  between  paying  taxes  to  en- 
rich domestic  pecuniary  combinations,  or  to  ob- 
tain the  blessings  of  a  just  and  free  Government? 
Will  taxation,  for  the  coffers  of  wealth,  pay  the 
national  debt,  or  transmit  the  same  degree  of  lib- 
erty to  our  descendants,  which  we  received  from 
our  forefathers?  Have  we  so  degenerated,  as  to 
be  blind  to  that  futurity  to  which  their  foresight 
extended  ? 

A  curious  pair  of  reasons  is  ur^ed  in  defence  of 
the  protecting  tariff  project.  It  is  often  said  that 
competition  will  destroy  prosperity,  and  also  that 
it  will  produce  it.  In  support  of  the  first  assertion, 
the  manufacturing  factories  loudly  urge  the  pros- 

Krity  they  enjoyed  in  periods  of  war  and  embargo, 
support  of  the  second,  they  insist,  that  compe- 
tition among  themselves  will  in  time  produce  na- 
tional prosperity,  by  recreating  the  violated  justice 
of  a  fair  principle.  But  why  is  this  hostage  for 
protecting  property,  by  securing  it  against  the 
aggressions  of  legal  frauds  for  transferring  it  to 
avaricious  capitalists,  to  be  suspended  in  order  to 
revive  it  ?  Why  should  it  be  tilled  now,  from  a 
hope  of  a  joyful  resurrection  ? 

The  regret  for  the  loss  of  war  and  embargoes 
expressed  by  the  factory  capitalists,  is  an  illus- 
tration of  tne  prosperity  to  be  reaped  by  a  pecu- 
niary aristocracy  from  the  destruction  of  compe- 
tition ;  and  the  joy  expressed  by  the  people  on  the 
restoration  of  their  prosperity  when  these  calam- 
ities ceased,  is  a  proof  of  the  general  prosperity 
produced  by  competition.  A  protecting  duty  tariff 
is,  in  fact,  a  war  or  an  embargo  in  disguise,  pro- 
ducing partially  the  very  same  evils  produced  by 
similar  causes,  under  different  names.  The  de- 
grees or  extent  of  these  evils,  does  not  alter  their 
nature,  however  they  may  graduate  the  calamity; 
just  as  the  same  cause  graduates  the  fluctuations 
of  quicksilver  in  a  thermometer,  partial  monopo- 
lies produce  mischiefs  comparative  only  in  relation 
to  complete  monopolies,  produced  by  wars  and 
embargoes;  but  they  are  founded  in  the  same 
principle,  and,  if  pushed  to  their  utmost  extent, 
would  terminate  in  the  policy  of  a  perpetual  war 
or  embanto.  They  are  less  expensive  to  the  peo- 
ple, and^ess  destructive  of  their  wealth  and  hap- 
piness than  complete  monopolies,  but,  though  a 
more  tolerable  oppression,  they  are  still  oppressive. 

The  enormous  extent  of  this  oppression,  in  ref- 
erence to  the  seventeen  Stales,  will  be  seen,  by 
recollecting  the  account  which  I  have  stated  to 
the  Senate.  By  that  it  appears  clearly,  I  think, 
that  the  capitalists  created  and  nurtured  by  laws, 
residing  in  the  nine  States,  are  now  annually  re- 
ceiving above  twelve  millions  drawn  from  the 
seventeen.  This  considerably  exceeds  the  taxes 
paid  by  the  nine  States,  and  therefore,  if  States 
were  only  to  be  considered  in  estimating  taxation 
and  distributing  money  by  laws,  it  is  apparent 
that  the  nine  States  pay  no  taxes  at  all,  and  are, 
indeed,  receiving  a  tribute  from  the  seventeen,  be- 


cause the  acquisition  of  the  pecuniary  aristocracy 
residing  within  the  nine  States,  exceeds  the  sum 

Kaid  by  these  States  in  taxes.  The  observation, 
owever,  does  not  apply  to  the  people  of  those 
nine  Slates,  who  are  not  pecuniary  capitalists. 
They  are  defrauded  by  their  contributions  to  the 
legal  aristocracy,  but  not  to  the  same  extent  with 
the  people  of  the  other  States. 

I  return,  sir,  to  the  doctrines  of  competition, 
contending  that  it  is  both  good  and  bad.  The 
capitalists,  whilst  courting  agriculture  for  the  sake 
of  her  fortune,  are  obliged  to  advance  contradic- 
tions by  first  telling  her  that  protection  against 
competition  is  necessary  for  their  prosperity ;  and 
then,  that  a  destruction  of  this  protection  by  com- 
petition is  necessary  for  the  prosperity  of  all  other 
interests.  And  agriculture,  as  if  blinded  by  love, 
has  been  for  years  the  dupe  of  this  kind  of  reason- 
ing. Admitting  that  competition  between  nations 
is  a  bad  thing,  and  that  a  national  monopoly  is  a 
good  one,  it  does  not  follow  that  internal  monopo- 
lies, by  which  one  neighbor  robs  another,  are  also 
good.  But,  excluding  the  idea  of  monopolies  in- 
flicted by  ourselves  upon  ourselves,  upon  the 
whole  industrious  class  of  society,  to  enrich  a 
very  few  of  its  unproductive  members ;  let  us  ad- 
mit that  it  is  wise  policy  in  one  nation  to  establish 
a  monopoly  which  shall  bring  into  its  coffers  the 
industry  of  another,  and  very  foolish  policy  in  the 
plundered  nation  to  submit,  (ike  ignorant  savages, 
to  the  operation.  Here  we  have  twenty-six  na- 
tions concerned  in  the  scramble  for  money.  If  it 
is  wise  for  nine  of  them  to  get  it  from  seventeen, 
by  a  long  list  of  tariff  monopolies,  would  it  not 
also  be  wise  for  the  seventeen  to  keep  their  own 
money,  if  they  have  any  means  of  doing  so  ?  But 
how  can  they  do  it?  By  the  same  means  which 
are  used,  as  is  said,  to  prevent  a  British  nation 
bringing  their  manufactures  here  to  get  away  the 
money  of  an  American  nation.  A  Virginian  na- 
tion may  use  these  means  to  prevent  its  money 
from  being  carried  off  by  a  Rhode  Island,  or  any 
other  nation.  The  notion  that  the  twenty-six 
States  are  but  one  nation,  is  similar  to  an  asser- 
tion that  the  kingdoms  and  principalities  of  Ger- 
many, probably  as  numerous,  constitute  but  one 
nation,  and,  therefore,  that  there  would  be  no 
harm  if  some  of  them  could  get  the  money  of  the 
others  by  monopolies  or  protecting  duties.  If  this 
was  attempted,  would  not  some  members  of  the 
Germanic  Confederation  be  justifiable  in  using 
the  means  to  keep  their  money,  used  by  others  to 
get  it? 

Tariffs,  operatinsf  internally,  are  simply  excises, 
with  only  one  difference;  the  former  cut  off  or 
take  away  money  from  some  citizens  to  give  it  to 
others ;  the  latter  transfer  the  money  to  a  Gov- 
ernment. I  remember,  however,  the  cane  of  an 
excise  which  happened  whilst  I  was  a  youth, 
bearing  a  great  similitude  to  a  tariff.  At  that 
time,  in  the  country  where  I  lived,  there  were 
great  bodies  of  uncultivated  lands  called  ranges, 
very  convenient  for  raising  hogs.  But  it  unfor- 
tunately happened  that  a  race  of  men  appeared 
who  introduced  the  habit  of  excising  this  agricul- 
tural product  most  severely.     At  length  a   hog 


raiser  agreed  to  give  the  hojg  exciser  ten  per  cent, 
of  his  annual  crop  of  ho^s,  if  he  would  consent  to 
his  keeping  the  rest  for  his  own  use.  After  a  year 
or  two,  the  hog  exciseman  told  the  hog  owner 
that  he  could  not  prosper  without  further  protec- 
tion, and  the  hog  owner,  thinking  it  better  to  save 
some  of  his  hogs  than  none,  agreed  to  give  him 
twenty  per  cent,  of  his  hogs  if  he  would  let  him 
keep  the  rest.  But  the  hog  exciseman  was  ren- 
dered by  this  twenty  per  cent,  still  more  eager  for 
further  protection,  and  demanded  thirty,  which 
was  also  given  by  the  hog  raiser.  Even  this  did 
not  satisfy  this  tariff  or  excise  man,  and  his  de- 
mands became  so  extravagant  that  the  patience 
of  the  hog  raiser  was  exhausted,  and  in  great  an- 
ger he  resolved  not  to  submit  any  longer  to  the 
imposition. 

Now  what  is  to  prevent  the  States,  whose  agri- 
cultural profits  have  been  excised  and  excised, 
time  after  time,  by  tariffs  upon  tariffs,  until  they 
are  nearly  or  quite  cut  off,  from  using  excises,  for 
the  purpose  of  saving  these  profits.  If  a  thief  is 
in  the  habit  of  cutting  away  the  purses  of  a  whole 
community^  surely  that  community  may  prevent 
him  from  bringing  his  knife  among  them.  By 
the  Constitution,  the  States  may,  undoubtedly, 
lay  excises  to  prevent  the  tariff  knife  from  cutting 
away  their  purses.  They  may  extend  these  ex- 
cises, as  a  tariff  is  extended,  to  prohibitions.  If  it 
was  patriotic  and  magnanimous  in  Patrick  Henry 
to  exclaim  "  we  must  fight"  rather  than  submit 
to  some  trifling  tariffs,  or  excises,  or  taxes,  imposed 
by  England  on  the  provinces,  will  it  be  also  mag- 
nanimous and  patriotic  in  Stales,  which  are  notpro- 
rinces,  to  submit  to  the  perpetual  payment  of  an  im- 
position a  thousand  fold  greater,  to  obtain  the  ty- 
ranny of  a  pecuniary  aristocracy  ?  It  was  said,  that 
as  God  made  iron  ore,  it  would  be  impious  not  to 
use  it,  and  that  the  tariff,  as  to  iron,  is  necessary 
to  avoid  the  crime  of  neglecting  to  cultivate  the 
design  of  Providence.  God  also  made  the  sea. 
Is  it  pious  to  intercept  the  comforts  and  blessings 
which  it  was  intended  to  distribute  throughout 
the  world,  by  a  tariff?  To  the  same  divine  crea- 
tion a  man  is  indebted  for  two  hands.  Would  it 
be  pious  to  transfer  one  hand  from  some  men  to 
others?  A  tariff'  to  enrich  a  capitalist  interest 
does  this,  since  there  is  no  difference  between 
taking  away  the  hand  itself,  or  what  it  produces. 

But  It  is  lortunale  that  the  States  need  not  fight 
to  prevent  the  hands  of  their  people  from  being 
amputated.  They  may  impose  prohibitory  ex- 
cises upon  the  factory-knives  which  cut  away 
their  purses.  They  may  extend  such  excises  to 
the  four-footed  animals  coming  from  those  Stales 
which  have  fortuitously  concurred  in  whetting 
those  knives.  The  latter  is  indispensably  neces- 
sary to  save  the  remant  of  a  perishing  agriculture. 
in  the  States  which  receive  little  or  no  share  of 
the  factory  bounties.  Although  they  cannot  raise 
horses,  hogs,  and  cattle,  and  the  tariff  principle, 
which  dictates  the  exclusion  of  foreign  competi- 
tion to  the  factories  for  the  encouragement  of 
manufactures,  dictates  to  the  suffering  States  the 
exclusion  of  agricultural  competition,  for  the  en- 
couragement of  their  own  agriculture,  by  prohib 


iting  the  introduction  of  all  animals  which  they 
can  raise  themselves.  ' 

Sir,  the  trade  in  live  stock  has  been,  and  might 
continue  to^^  a  highly  beneficial  one  to  the  West- 
ern States,lind  yet  they  are  about  to  destroy  it  by 
impoverishing  their  customers  and  compelling  them 
to  raise  those  stocks  for  themselves,  under  the  no- 
tion that  the  tariff  bill  will  convert  the  Westera 
people  into  manufacturers.  Europe  was  led  into  a 
competition  with  the  Turks  for  the  Holy  Land,  by 
a  monk,  who  is  said,  by  historians,  to  have  been  a 
mighty  orator,  and,  after  a  vast  expense  of  blood 
and  treasure,  the  competition  failed,  ))ecause,  on 
the  part  of  the  Europeans,  it  was  an  effort  to 
break  down  the  laws  of  nature.  So  will  termi- 
nate the  fatuity  of  the  Western  States.  The  laws  of 
nature  will  inevitably  frustrate  their  fanciful  com- 
petition with  the  Eastern  States,  in  manufactur- 
ing. They  are  remote  from  the  ocean.  Industry 
is  not  as  necessary  to  the  same  extent  for  their 
comfort,  as  to  the  Eastern  States.  Centuries  will 
elapse  biefore  their  population  will  become  suffi- 
ciently dcnsej-'to  create  the  stimulus  of  want. 
And  long,  long,  will  it  be,  and  may  it  be,  before 
a  high-minded  people  shall  sacrifice  the  happiness 
and  comfort  of  possessing  the  rich  valleys  of  the 
Mississippi,  and  of  its  tributary  streams,  spacious 
enough  to  constitute  an  empire,  for  the  purpose 
of  waiting  upon  spindles,  plunging  into  an  hope- 
less competition,  and  placing  upon  a  throne  the 
tyrant  called  a  pecuniary  aristocracy. 

Sir,  the  Western  States  have  already  tried  the 
experiment,  and  are  writhing  under  its  lash. 
What  has  the  existing  tariff  done  for  them  ?  It 
has  for  years,  with  inexorable  consistency,  taken 
away  the  money  annually  gained,  to  a  great 
amount,  by  their  live  stock  trade.  Had  the  West- 
ern States,  during  this  period,  manufactured  for 
themselves,  instead  of  pursuing  the  phantom  of 
manufacturing  for  others,  this  money  would  have 
accumulated,  and  their  distresses  have  long  since 
disappeared.  ^  Instead  of  this,  they  have  fostered 
the  system  of  a  capitalist  or  aristocratic  privileged 
interest,  and  this  system  has  swallowed  up  both 
their  money  and  the  money  of  the  Southern  States, 
the  diminution  of  whose  prosperity  diminishes 
theirs.  Severely  lashed  by  the  existing  tariff, 
they  expect  a  cure  for  their  wounds  from  repeti- 
tions of  the  same  afflicting  experiment.  Tkev 
have  engaged  in  a  crusade  to  acquire  wealtn 
and  liberty  by  endowing  a  pecuniary  aristocracy, 
not  attended  by  the  poor  equivalent  of  residing 
among  them,  with  above  twelve  millions,  an- 
nually, already,  and  now  they  propose  greatly  to 
increase  the  slavish  contribution.  They  will,  ere 
long,  begin  to  compute  and  compare  their  waste 
money  and  liberty  upon  this  project,  with  the  mo- 
ney and  liberty  they  will  gain  by  a  tax  upon  hemp 
and  cotton  bagging. 

For,  in  truth,  this  is  not  a  tariff  bill  to  encourage 
manufactures.  It  is  a  bill  of  bargains,  to  enrich 
a  pecuniary  aristocracy.  This  aristocracy  is  a 
polygamist,  and  is,  by  this  bill,  courting  a  number 
of  local  interests,  with  a  design  to  marry  them 
for  the  sake  of  their  fortunes  ;  and,  as  Spindle 
attempted  with  Lady  Truman,  it  proposes  to  bribe 
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Ihem  with  small  portions  of  iheir  own  estates,  to 
get  the  rest  for  itself.  Only  give  nae,  says  the 
generous  husband,  about  sixteen  millions  per  an- 
num out  of  your  estates,  and  I  will  give  to  one 
sweetheart,  because  she  is  a  sturdy  lass,  and  has 
great  influence,  two  taxes,  one  upon  hemp  and 
another  u^n  cotton  bagging,  by  which  means 
the  dear  girl  may  get  pin-money,  and  even  depre- 
ciated paper.  To  another  gentle  shepherdess,  I 
will  give  a  tax  upon  wool.  To  a  virago,  a  tax 
upon  iron  ;  and  to  a  seafaring  nymph,  sundry 
little  intricate  trinkets.  Well,  the  courtship  may 
succeed  for  a  time,  but  I  foretell  that  these  mar- 
riages will  not  last  long,  and  that  the  avarice,  in- 
fidelity, and  insolence  of  the  husband,  will,  in  this 
inquiring  country,  very  soon  bring  about  divorces. 
Indeed,  he  is  a  species  of  helpmate  who  is  always 
ready  to  repudiate  a  wife,  if  he  can  thereby  get 
another  who  will  bring  him  more. 

I  do  not  think  that  this  is  a  question  having  any 
relation  to  political  economy,  or  that  the  intricate 
distinctions  upon  that  subject  apply  to  it  at  all.    On 
the  contrary,  it  seems  to  me  to  be  one  proposing 
only  two  very  plain  considerations  for  public  at- 
tention.    Will  a  pecuniary  aristocracy  preserve  a 
free  form  of  government?     Will  it  dispense  indi- 
vidual justice?     Already,  by  imposing  upon  our- 
selves a  multiludeof  privations,  we  have  raised  this 
species  of  aristocracy  to  a  power  so  formidable, 
that  our  newspapers  have  almost  become  its  prop- 
erty ;  our  tables  groan  under  its  presumptuous  pe- 
titions; geographical  districts  are  swayed  by  iis 
patronage ;  and  it  is  now  attempting  to  impose  an 
oppressive  law  upon  all  other  interests,  for  the  sake 
01  extorting  from  them  an  enormous  additional 
tribute  for  itself.     If  this  new  power,  created  by 
our  laws,  should  already  prove  too  hard,  cither  by 
cunning  or  corruption,  for  the  other  interests  of 
society,  the  question  whether  it  ought  to  be  sub- 
mitted to  or  demolished,  will  next  present  itself  to 
the  people  of  every  State.     Then  they  will  every 
where  consider  whether  land  is  not  the  most  valu- 
able of  all  machines;  whether  it  is  not  the  basis 
or  raw  material  for  a  long  catalogue  of  the  most 
valuable  manufactures;  and  whether  protection 
.should  be  withheld  from  it,  and  its  own  capital 
transferred  to  the  protection  of  other  less  important 
interests;  especially  when  it  is  notorious  that  this 
policy  or  fraud   has  been  persisted   in,  until    the 
profit  of  agriculture  is,  in  some  parts  of  the  country 
destroyed,  and  in  others  so  greatly  diminished,  that 
capital  every  where  flees  from  land,  as  if  it  was  a 
grave  yawning  to  swallow  it  up. 

Bur  there  remains  a  more  weighty  objection  to 
the  system  for  nursing  a  pecuniary  aristocracy  into 
a  political  giant.  It  destroys  substantially  the  es- 
sence of  representation,  and  leaves  only  its  form 
remaining.  Wherever  the  aristocratical  influence 
begins,  there  representation  ceases.  If  this  influ- 
ence can  sway  legislative  bodies,  no  effectual  rep- 
resentation exists.  All  writers  agree  that  the  des- 
potism of  one  country  or  district  over  another,  or 
a  geographical  tyranny,  is  more  cruel  than  a  mon- 
archical. Rome  and  Britain  are  witnesses  to  the 
fact.  Our  Constitution  intended  to  abolish  both 
geographical  and  monarchical  tyranny.     Theuni- 
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formity  of  taxation  was  its  precaution  against  the 
former.  But,  if  a  capitalist  interest  can  influence 
representation,  and  mould  the  laws  to  enrich  itself, 
representation  becomes  both  its  instrument,  and  a 
bandage  over  the  eyes  of  the  people.  There  is  no 
representation  unless  the  representative  shall  par-^ 
ticipate  in  the  burdens  which  he  imposes,  and  is 
prevented  from  creating  monopolies  of  which  he 
may  share.  Under  our  Constitution  neither  terri- 
tories nor  representation  were  intended  to  be  con- 
solidated; or  law,  geographically  partial,  to  be 
enacted.  It  was  never  intended  that  the  West 
should  be  the  guardians  of  the  East,  nor  the  North 
of  the  South,  nor  that  the  specious  but  fabe  idea 
of  a  national  representation  should  be  used  to  abol- 
ish a  real  representation,  upon  which  a  republican 
government  must  be  founded,  or  finally  cease  to 
exist.  Will  itHe  said  that  a  capitalist  or  pecuni- 
ary aristocracy  have  obtained  a  tribute  of  twelve 
millions  annually  without  a  revolutionizing  influ- 
ence over  representation,  and  that,  without  such 
an  influence,  it  may  now  add  four  or  five  millions 
annually  to  this  tribute  ;  or  will  it  be  said  that  this 
influence,  compounded  of  a  complication  of  bar- 
aining  between  avaricious  combinations  and  de- 
uded  geogra[)hical  districts,  between  wealth  and 
want,  between  cunning  and  ignorance,  between 
fraud  and  delusion  ;  in  short,  between  the  destruc- 
tive meteor  called  a  capitalist  aristocracy,  and 
those  whom  it  bribes,  that  it  may  plunder  about  an 
eighth  part  of  the  globe  ?  Will  it  be  said  that  this 
influence  is  that  kind  of  representation  which  will 
preserve  republican  government,  and  relieve  the 
universe  from  tyranny  ? 

When  Mr.  Taylor  had  concluded — 
Mr.  Hayne  next  advocated  the  motion  to  strike 
out  the  minimum  on  cotton  cloths.  He  gave  a 
very  precise  and  detailed  statement  of  the  opera- 
tion of  this  provision  in  the  bill,  upon  the  various 
descriptions  of  goods,  and  proceeded  to  expose  the 
impolicy  of  taxing  these  articles  excessively,  in 
order  to  gratify  a  few  manufacturers.  He  con- 
tended that  the  cotton  manufacturers  were  the 
last  class  of  citizens  that  ought  to  come  to  Con- 
gress for  assistance,  as  he  knew,  by  recent  personal 
observation,  that  they  were  the  most  prosperous 
men  in  the  nation.  He  stated  to  the  Senate  the 
results  of  a  visit  he  had  made,  within  the  past 
year,  to  the  great  cotton  manufactories  of  the 
Northern  States,  to  illustrate  his  position  that 
these  establishments  were  peculiarly  prosperous, 
when  carried  on  with  the  advantages  of  skill  and 
capital.  Mr.  H.  proceeded  to  comment  upon  the 
operation  of  the  former  duties  levied  upon  cotton 
goods,  and  to  slate  the  losses  of  trade  and  of  rev- 
enue which  had  resulted  from  those  duties.  He 
expressed  his  belief  that  very  much  of  the  distress 
of  the  country  had  been  superinduced  by  the  act 
of  1816,  which  imposed  heavy  duties  on  this  arti- 
cle. He  then  adverted  to  the  very  small  amount 
of  cotton  goods  exported  from  the  country,  and 
averred  that  the  manufacturers  could  not  compete 
with  the  British,  in  the  South  American  markets, 
when  they  cannot  do  it  in  our  own,  without  these 
excessive  duties.  He  insisted  that  England  would 
not   take   our   cotton,    unless  we   purchased  her 
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goods  ;  and  that  this  act  would  be  followed  up  by 
countervailing  duties,  on  the  part  of  the  British 
Government.  He  alluded  to  the  example  of  Eng- 
land, in  relation  to  this  policy  of  levying  protect- 
ing duties,  and  reverted  to  the  circumstances 
which  had  made  her  a  great  nation.  Her  na- 
tional greatness  was  not  the  result  of  her  manu- 
factures alone  ;  but  of  the  gradual  and  continued 
growth  of  all  her  institutions,  and  of  all  her  dif- 
ferent means  of  employment.  He  drew  a  com- 
parison between  the  machine  labor  of  England, 
and  the  agricultural  labor  of  this  country,  advan 
tageous  to  the  latter.  He  spoke  of  the  general 
course  of  labor,  to  seek  its  own  level.  Mr.  H. 
then  adverted  to  the  frequent  remark  respecting 
the  encouragement  given  to  commerce,  and  to 
show  that  other  national  purposes  authorized  the 
laws  confining  the  coasting  trade  to  American 
vessels.  Thelaw  imposing  discriminating  duties 
was  merely  fo  put  our  vessels  on  a  footing  with 
those  of  foreign  nations.  He  drew  a  comparison 
between  the  protection  that  the  Government  bad 
given  to  commerce,  and  that  which  had  been  ex- 
tended to  manufactures.  He  spoke  of  the  prohib- 
itory duties  which  had,  from  time  to  time,  been 
imposed  in  England  ;  a  review  of  which,  he 
thought,  would  demonstrate  clearly  the  impolicy 
of  encouraging  the  growth  of  manufactures  by 
such  means.  He  stated  that  one  hundred  difierent 
acU,  having  a  view  to  bounty  and  restriction,  had 
been  repealed  by  the  British  Government.  He 
read,  from  the  recent  proceedings  of  Parliament, 
to  support  his  position  ;  and  concluded  by  begging 
gentlemen  to  pause  before  they  adopted  this  meas- 
ure in  relation  to  an  article  of  such  great  import- 
ance to  ihfi  country. 

Mr.  DicKERsoN  replied  to  Mr.  Hayne.  He  had 
great  confidence  in  the  legal  talents  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina,  but  thought  he  was 
not  the  best  person  to  examine  cotton  manufacto- 
ries. A  few  individual  instances  in  which  these 
esublishments  were  prosperous,  he  thought,  ought 
not  to  be  taken  as  a  sample  of  the  whole ;  he 
spoke  of  several  in  New  Jersey,  which  were  in  a 
very  different  situation.  He  thought  the  tariff  of 
1816  had  been  very  beneficial  to  the  country,  and 
proceeded  to  recount  its  benefits.  He  conceived 
that  it  would  be  no  injury  to  the  country,  if  the 
coarse  foreign  cottons  were  excluded  from  it.  No 
one  great  employment,  Mr.  D.  said,  could  give  an 
inordinate  profit,  for  the  capital  of  the  country 
would  immediately  be  invested  in  it.  He  alluded 
to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Hayne  in  reference  to  the 
loss  which  the  country  had  sustained  in  its  reve- 
nue, in  consequence  of  the  act  of  1816.  He  hoped 
the  time  would  arrive  when  we  should  not  derive 
such  a  heavy  revenue  from  importations.  He 
contended  that  foreigners  would  always  take  from 
us  what  they  want,  of  cottons  and  other  articles, 
and  no  more.  He  considered  the  revenue  of  no 
importance  to  this  question.  He  adverted  to  the 
general  distress  and  bankruptcy  which  existed  in 
the  country.  These  bankruptcies  had  been  pro- 
duced by  excessive  importations,  and  the  balance 
of  trade  being  against  us. 

Mr.  Macon   next  rose.     He  was  surprised  to 


hear  persons  from  the  rich  and  fertile  country,  in 
the  Western  and  Middle  States,  endeavoring  to 
impress  upon  Congress  the  necessity  of  imposing 
taxes  on  the  poor  country  in  the  South.  He  spoke 
of  the  general  poverty  of  his  part  of  the  couDtrv, 
particularly  in  regard  to  soil.  He  alluded  to  early 
marriages  in  the  West,  as  a  criterion  of  its  pros- 
perous situation.  He  had  always  been,  individu- 
ally, a  patron  of  American  manufactures;  but  he 
wished  to  be  a  volunteer  in  that  cause ;  he  had 
no  idea  of  being  forced  into  it.  He  spoke  of  the 
folly  of  supposing  this  nation  was  to  become  great 
in  consequence  of  its  manufactures,  because  Eng- 
land had  become  so.  He  had  rather  see  the  peo- 
ple living  upon  their  own  lands,  than  pent  up  in 
manufactories.  He  wished  to  see  the  people  inde- 
pendent in  their  mode  of  living.  He  did  not 
believe  that  manufacturers  were  more  industrious 
than  other  people.  He  denied  that  this  measure 
was  for  the  good  of  the  nation.  When  people 
used  the  word  nation,  on  this  subject,  they  gen- 
erally meant  themselves.  He  said  he  di.<tliked  the 
tax  on  cotton  bagging  as  much  as  this;  and  he 
should  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  that 
subject  again.  Mr.  M.  again  recurred  to,  and 
remarked  further  upon,  the  poverty  of  the  southern 
part  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  spoke  in  support 
of  the  amendment.  He  replied  to  the  remarks  of 
Mr.  DiCKERSoN.  He  believed  there  had  been,  at 
no  time,  more  specie  in  the  country  than  at  pres- 
ent. He  spoke  of  the  low  rate  of  interest  at  which 
money  could  be  obtained.  He  asserted  that,  to 
the  best  of  his  knowledge,  the  cotton  manufacto- 
ries of  New  England  were  generally  very  prosper- 
ous— and  spoke,  particularly,  of  that  at  Waltham ; 
with  the  history  of  which  he  was  more  intimately 
acquainted.  He  related  the  manner  in  whicn 
that  factory  was  established;  and  read  a  minute 
of  the  dividends  of  profits  that  had  been  made  by 
the  establishment.  Mr.  L.  stated  that  stock  in 
that  factory  had  recently  been  sold  at  sixty-five 
per  cent,  above  par;  this  institution,  he  said,  had 
been  established  without  foreign  aid,  and  he  be- 
lieved but  one  foreigner  had  been  employed  in  it. 

Mr.  D'WoLF  rose  to  speak  to  the  question,  but 
gave  way  to  a  motion  to  adjourn  ;  and  the  Senate 
then  adjourned. 


Wednesday,  May  5. 

Mr.  DicKERsoN,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  to  whom  were  referred 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  allow  the  bounty  to 
vessels  employed  in  the  cod  fisheries,  in  certain 
cases  ;"  and  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Isaac  CoUyer  and  others,"  reported  them,  sev- 
erally, without  amendment. 

Mr.  Van  Buren,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  whom  were  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  King;"  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  James,  Jehu, 
and  Nathaniel  Brooks,  and  the  representatives  of 
either  of  them;"  and  tbe  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Robert  Brotherton ;"  reported 
them,  respectively,  without  amendment. 
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On  motjon,  by  Mr.  Mills,  Amasa  Stetson  had 
leave  to  withdraw  such  of  the  documents  accom- 
panying his  petition  as  do  not  appertain  to  the 
bill  for  his  relief. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  George  Ulmer,  made  a  report,  which 
was  read  and  considered ;  and,  in  concurrence 
therewith,  the  committee  was  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  said  petition. 

Mr.  Noble,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  William  Hall,  an  invalid  soldier 
of  the  Revolutionary  army,"  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Columbian  Institute,"  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  disagree  to  a 
part,  and  agree  to  the  residue,  of  the  amendment 
of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  con- 
cerning invalid  pensions."  They  have  passed  a 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of 
Miguel  Eslava;"'  in  which  they  request  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senate. 

The  said  bill  was  twice  read,  by  unanimous 
consent ;  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  issuing  of 
a  register  for  the  schooner  Five  Sisters  ;"  and  a 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  per- 
sons who  have  paid  duties  on  certain  goods  im- 
ported into  Castine ;"  in  which  they  request  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

THE  TARIFF. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
(Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama  in  the  Chair,)  proceeded 
to  consider  the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday, 
being  the  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
"  to  amend  the  several  acts  for  imposing  duties  on 
imports." 

The  question  was  upon  the  amendment  moved 
by  Mr.  Elliott,  on  Monday  last,  to  strike  out 
that  part  of  the  bill  which  establishes  the  minimum 
for  the  calculation  of  the  duties  on  cotton  cloths 
and  cotton  twist,  yarn,  or  thread  ;  which  proviso 
is  as  follows : 

"  Provided,  That  all  cotton  cloth*  whatsoever,  or 
cloths  of  which  cotton  shall  be  a  component  material, 
excepting  nankeens  imported  directly  from  China,  the 
original  cost  of  which,  at  the  place  whence  imported, 
with  the  addition  of  twenty  per  centum,  if  imported 
from  the  Cope  of  Good  Hope,  or  any  place  beyond  it ; 
and  of  ten  per  centum,  if  imported  from  any  other 
place,  shall  be  less  than  thirty  cents  per  square  yard, 
shall,  with  such  addition,  be  taken  and  deemed  to 
have  cost  thirty  cents  per  square  yard,  and  shall  be 
charged  with  duty  accordingly.  And  that  all  un- 
bleached and  uncolored  cotton  twist,  yarn,  or  thread, 
the  original  cost  of  which  shall  be  lcsi>  than  sixty  cents 
per  pound,  shall   be  deemed   and   taken  to  have  cost 


«ixty  cents  per  pound,  and  shall  be  charged  with  duty 
accordingly.  And  all  bleached  or  colored  cotton  yam, 
twist,  or  thread,  the  original  cost  of  which  shall  be  iesa 
than  seventy-five  cents  per  pound,  shall  be  deemed 
and  taken  to  have  cost  seventy-five  cents  per  pound, 
and  shall  be  charged  with  duty  accordingly :" 

Mr.  Bell  rose  to  ask  some  information  of  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  in  regard  to  the 
cotton  machinery  at  Waltham ;  he  had  under- 
stood that  great  quantities  of  machinery,  of  a 
very  valuable  kind,  were  made  at  that  establish* 
ment.  He  wished  for  information  on  that  point; 
and  what  proportion  of  the  profit  had  been  made 
from  that  branch  of  the  business;  and,  also, 
whether  the  concerns  of  that  institution  had  not 
been,  in  some  measure  closed,  and  a  reserved 
profit  divided,  for  the  purpose  of  joining  their 
funds  with  another  manufactory  at  Chelmsford. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  replied,  and  gave 
what  information  he  possessed,  on  the  points  upon 
which  inquiry  was  made  ;  and  made  some  fur- 
ther statements  in  relation  to  the  manufacture  of 
cotton. 

Mr.  Bell  commented  on  the  information  which 
had  been  given  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts. 

Mr.  D'WoLP  replied,  at  considerable  length,  to 
remarks  which  were  made  yesterday,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  cotton  manufacture.  He  proceeded  to 
show  the  means  by  which  the  Waltham  estab- 
lishment had  been  made  profitable;  and  remarked 
upon  the  necessity  of  further  encouragement  to 
this  manufacture  generally. 

Mr.  Mills  replied  to  Mr.  D'Wolf;  and  made 
some  further  explanations  in  regard  to  the  manu- 
factory at  Waltham.  Mr.  M.  had  been  informed 
that  not  one  cent  of  the  profits  made  on  the  man- 
ufacture of  machinery,  at  the  Waltham  establish- 
ment, had  been  divided;  but  that  the  profits  on 
that  branch  of  the  business  had  been  reserved. 

Mr.  Smith  supported  the  amendment.  He  re- 
plied to  some  ot  the  arguments  which  had  been 
adduced  in  favor  of  the  minimum  on  cottons; 
and  remarked  that  every  cotton  manufactory, 
which  had  been  conducted  with  skill  and  capital, 
as  that  at  Waltham  had,  had  been  profitable  to 
the  proprietors.  He  spoke  of  an  establishment 
which  had  been  erected  in  his  own  Stale;  and 
which  had  failed  for  want  of  a  competent  know- 
ledge of  the  business.  The  buildings  and  ma- 
chinery having  been  sold  to  others  betteracquainted 
with  tne  business,  the  establishment  had  become 
profitable.  He  proceeded  to  comment  upon  the 
operation  of  the  Tariff'  bill  of  1816. 

Mr.  D'Wolf  explained,  in  reference  to  a  remark 
he  had  made. 

Mr.  Benton  then  rose.  He  had  been  perfectly 
satisfied,  by  the  remarks  of  gentlemen  on  this 
subject,  that  the  cotton  manulacture  was  profita- 
ble, when  conducted  with  skill  and  capital;  and 
he  rejoiced  that  it  was  so.  He  considered  this 
article  a  fair  subject  of  revenue;  and  that  the 
duty  now  proposed  to  be  levied  would  fall  upon 
the  rich  and  luxurious.  He  contended  that  the 
shipping  interest  would  not  be  affected  by  this 
duty.     Mr.  B.  described  the  kind  of  goods  the  tax 
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would  operate  upon — he  suted  that  it  would  hardly 
amount  to  more  than  a  cent  or  two  a  yard,  and 
that  upon  articles  of  luxury.  He  spoke  of  the 
operation  of  this  bill  upon  the  revenue  of  the 
country,  and  expected  that  our  finances  would  be 
benefited  by  it.  He  reverted  to  the  operation  of 
the  present  minimum  of*  twenty-five  cents  per 
yard,  upon  the  India  cottons,  as  highly  beneficial 
to  the  country,  and  anticipated  as  happy  results 
from  the  minimum  now  under  discussion.  Mr. 
B.  conimented  upon  the  course  England  had 
taken,  in  regard  to  our  articles  of  export.  He 
contended  that  she  could  not  jeopardize  her  man- 
ufacture of  cotton,  by  any  retaliatory  measures 
upon  this  country,  which  would  go  to  enhance 
the  price  of  the  raw  material.  He  believed  that 
too  large  a  proportion  of  our  population  were  em- 
ployed in  agriculture;  as  a  great  surplus  of  agri- 
cultural productions  were  on  hand  without  a  mar- 
ket. He  spoke  of  the  advantages  this  country 
possessed  for  manufacturing ;  and  those  circum- 
stances which  would  save  it  from  the  demoraliz- 
ing effects  that  attend  these  establishments  in 
other  countries. 

Mr.  DicKEHsoN,  of  New  Jersey,  spoke  as  fol- 
lows: 

Mr.  President,  as  a  number  of  gentlemen  have 
taken  advantage  of  this  motion  to  afford  them  an 
opportunity  of  expressing  their  opinions  upon  the 
general  principles  of  the  bill,  I  feel  compelled  to 
Follow  their  example.  I  yesterday  expressed  my 
opinions  upon  this  minimum,  in  reply  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina,  (.Mr.  Hayne,)  to 
which  I  have  nothing  new  to  add,  but  will  en- 
deavor to  give  my  views  of  the  general  principles 
of  this  bill,  in  answer  to  the  observations  upon 
this  subject  by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  (Mr. 
Elliott,)  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
(Mr.  Hayne.)  and  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
(Mr.  Taylor.) 

That  some  radical  change  in  our  system  of 
agriculture,  manufactures,  and  commerce,  is  re- 
quired, is  incontestably  proved  by  the  distressed 
condition  of  all  those  branches  of  industry.  To 
apply  the  remedy  is  the  business  of  Congress. 

The  prosperity  of  a  nation  can  only  be  secured 
by  fostering  and  protecting  its  industry.  The 
whole  secret  of  national  wealth  consists  in  finding 
profitable  employment  for  all  who  are  willing  to 
devote  themselves  to  labor.  This  is  now  well 
understood  in  most  of  the  Governments  of  Europe, 
and  adopted  as  the  only  means  of  prosperity,  ex- 
cept in  Holland,  whose  distress  will,  in  time,  com- 
pel her  to  adopt  the  same  policy. 

Ustaritz,  a  S{)anish  author  of  great  financial 
and  mercantile  information,  about  a  century  ago, 
fully  developed  this  source  of  national  wealth  for 
the  benefit  of  his  country,  but  in  vain,  perhaps  to 
the  injury  of  his  country,  for  it  taught  the  English 
the  means  of  growing  rich  at  their  expense.  The 
Spaniards,  relying  upon  their  mines  of  silver  and 
gold  in  America,  ceased  to  protect  their  industry 
at  home,  and  depended  upon  other  nations  for 
their  manufactures,  especially  upon  England, 
which  indirectly  derived  much  greater  advantages 
from  the  Spanish  minei  than  the  Spaniards  them- 


selves have  done.  Ustaritz  predicted  the  ruin 
that  this  system  would  bring  upon  Spain.  He 
advised  his  countrymen  to  pursue  a  contrary 
course.  He  advised  them^to  protect  their  manu- 
factures and  their  agriculture,  but  they  thought 
their  mines  would  enable  them  to  grow  rich, 
without  devoting  themselves  to  industrious  pur- 
suits. Had  his  advice  been  followed,  it  would 
have  been  worth  to  the  Spaniards  more  than  all 
their  Indies.  By  neglecting  it,  they  have  become 
a  fifth  or  sixth  rate  Power  from  being  the  first  iu 
Europe.  By  neglecting  this  advice  they  have,' 
with  all  their  gold  and  silver,  become  poor.  Chap- 
tal,  upon  French  industry,  says,  "  if  Spain,  rich 
in  the  productions  of  the  new  world,  had  preserved 
her  pre-eminence  in  manufactures,  she  would, 
without  doubt,  be  at  this  time  the  most  powerful 
nation  in  Europe." 

This  source  of  national  wealth  has  been  dis- 
cussed with  great  ability  and  zeal  by  writers  in 
the  United  States,  who  must  and  will  ultimately 
succeed  in  convincing  the  people  at  large,  if  not 
their  representatives,  that  the  Grovernment,  to  se- 
cure the  independence,  the  wealth,  and  power  of 
the  nation,  must  protect  our  agriculture  and  manu- 
factures, as  well  as  our  commerce,  navigation,  and 
fisheries.  The  process  is  slow,  but  the  final  suc- 
cess is  certain.  Twenty  years  from  this  time,  our 
country  will  duly  appreciate  the  merits  of  authors 
upon  this  subject  who  are  now  reprobated  as  dis- 
turbers of  the  harmony  of  the  country. 

The  importance  of  protecting  industry  applies 
more  forcibly  to  the  United  States  than  to  any 
other  country.  With  a  vast  extenT^f  fertile  ter- 
ritory, under  various  climates,  producing  nearly 
every  thing  that  our  wishes  or  necessities  require, 
if  we  are  not  prosperous  and  happy,  it  must  be 
because  we  do  not  rtly  upon  our  own  resources, 
but  depend  upon  foreign  nations  for  those  supplies 
which  nature  has  placed  at  our  own  doors.  By 
the  policy  heretofore  adopted,  we  suffer  Europe  to 
prescribe  the  laws  which  regulate  the  prosperity, 
or  rather  adversity,  of  this  country.  To  this  may 
be  attributed  the  distress  which  nas  prevailed  in 
almost  every  section  of  the  United  States  for  the 
last  eight  years. 

It  is  to  this  that  the  balance  of  trade  for  that 
period  has  been  against  us  to  an  enormous  amount. 
It  is  to  this  that  our  gold  and  silver  have  been 
drained  from  the  country.  It  is  to  this  that  our 
Government  stock,  bank  stock,  canal  slock,  and 
every  kind  of  stock,  that  will  be  taken  for  foreign 
merchandise,  is  as  well  known  upon  the  exchange 
at  London  as  at  Boston,  New  York,  or  Philadel- 

Ehia.  It  is  to  this,  that  foreigners,  by  their  agents, 
old  mort^ges  upon  our  lands  lo  a  large  amount. 
It  is  to  this  that  we  pay  lo  foreigners  an  interest 
of  more  than  three  millions  of  dollars,  annually, 
upon  the  debts  we  owe  them. 

Our  Government  early  saw  the  importance  of 
protecting  certain  classes  of  the  industry  and 
enterprise  of  our  country.  Commerce  was  first 
attended  to,  because  it  furnished  the  channel 
through  which  we  were  to  derive  our  resources. 
Navigation  and  the  fisheries  were  attended  to, 
because  they  afforded  nurseries  for  seamen  who 
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might  be  wanted  for  the  defence  of  the  country. 
Agriculture  received  great  protection,  (although 
not  an  adequate  one,)  because  it  has  been  justly 
esteemed  the  most  imnortant  interest  of  our  coun- 
try. But  the  manufacturing  interest  has  been 
neglected,  from  an  opinion  that  the  country  was 
not  yet  prepared  to  encourage  that  kind  of  indus- 
try ; — because  (as  was  thought)  it  would  operate 
to  the  injury  of  agriculture ;  because  it  would 
diminish  the  business  of  the  merchant,  and  de- 
crease the  tonnage  engaged  in  navigation ;  and 
because  it  would  decrease  the  revenue.  No  one 
of  which  reasons  has  the  least  foundation  in 
fact.  Our  population  and  capital  engaged  in  nav- 
igation ana  in  our  domestic  commerce  is  com- 
pletely protected,  and  as  much  is  done  for  foreign 
commerce  as  can  be  done  ;  but  over  that  we  have 
not  the  entire  control.  Foreign  commerce  must 
always  be  somewhat  precarious,  inasmuch  as  it 
must  depend  more  or  less  upon  the  disposition  of 
nations  with  which  we  trade.  But,  whether  pro- 
tected or  not,  more  has  been  done  for  it  than  for 
all  other  branches  of  industry  together. 

In  the  last  eight  years  we  have  imported  for 
our  own  consumption  more  than  one  hundred 
millions  worth  of  manufactures,  which  we  might 
have  made  and  ought  to  have  made  for  ourselves, 
while  a  large  portion  of  our  population  have  re- 
mained idle  for  want  of  employment.  But  it  has 
often  been  repeated  that  there  is  sufficient  em- 
ployment for  all  the  population  of  the  country, 
without  resorting  to  manufactures;  that  we  have 
immense  tracts  of  fertile  lands,  not  cultivated,  to 
which  this  population  might  be  removed,  and 
where  they  would  soon  become  rich. 

In  some  of  the  States  this  is  not  the  case — all 
their  good  lands,  except  such  as  should  remam 
for  wood  or  pasture,  are  already  under  cultiva- 
tion. Are  the  inhabitants  of  such  States  to  be 
driven  to  the  wilderness,  to  find  employment  in 
distant  and  uncultivated  districts — to  abandon 
society,  friends,  relations,  their  native  soil?  In 
doing  this,  thev  would  not  find  their  condition  at 
all  mended.  Ijy  their  labor  they  would  gain  a 
subsistence,  but  nothing  more.  For  their  surplus 
produce  they  could  have  no  market,  unless  it 
should  be  cotton,  rice,  or  tobacco ;  and  these  will 
soon  cease  to  yield  the  profits  they  have  done. 

Does  agriculture  aflbrd  employment  for  the 
whole  population  of  a  country  ?  In  England,  no 
more  than  one-third  part  are  engaged  in  agri- 
culture ;  and  this  is  a  larger  proportion  than  is 
necessary.  In  the  United  States,  five-sixths  are 
engaged  in  agriculture — that  is,  three-sixths  or 
one-half  of  the  whole  population  is  more  than  is 
required  for  the  purpose.  The  consequence  is, 
that  they  remain  a  great  part  of  their  time  unem- 
ployed; and  will  even  then  have  a  large  surplus 
of  produce,  which  perishes  on  their  hands  for  want 
of  a  market. 

It  is  said  manufactures  require  a  dense  popula- 
tion. Suppose  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  with  a 
quarter  of  her  present  population  ;  with  no  for- 
eign market  for  her  surplus  produce — as  is  now 
the  case,  and  must  always  be  the  case,  with  the 
interior  of  the  State, — could  all  her  citizens  be 


profitably  employed  in  agriculture  ?  There  would 
be  good  land  enough  for  cultivation,  but  what 
inducement  could  there  be  for  raising  more  grain, 
and  other  provisions,  than  enough  for  their  own 
consumption  ?  Men  will  not  labor  without  a 
view  to  reward.  One-third  could  raise  all  that 
the  whole  would  consume ;— of  course  two-thirds, 
with  the  exception  of  those  engaged  in  profes- 
sional and  mechanical  employments,  would  re- 
main idle;  or  the  whole  would  be  engaged  about 
one-third  of  the  time  in  agriculture,  and  spend  the 
rest  in  idleness.  This  is  actually  the  case  with 
the  interior  of  tht  United  States,  where  there  are 
no  manufactures,  and  from  which  the  produce  of 
the  soil  would  not  pay  the  expense  of  transporta- 
tion. 

But,  suppose  that  State  to  be  as  populous  as 
England,  and  that  they  have  a  foreign  market  for 
their  surplus  produce — which  they  never  will  have, 
except  for  short  periods,  and  in  a  way  to  do  them 
hurt,  and  not  good, — one-third  would  till  all  the 
soil  that  would  yield  a  profit;  and  two-thirds, 
with  a  small  exception,  would  remain  without 
employment,  unless  engaged  in  manufactures.  So 
that,  whether  our  population  be  sparse  or  dense, 
there  is  an  equal  ntcessity  that  agriculture  and 
manufactures  should  proceed  together,  and  with 
an  equal  step — they  mutually  aid  and  support  each 
other.  Those  engaged  in  manufactures  withdraw 
from  agriculture,  and  consume  the  produce  of  the 
farmer. 

There  was  a  time  when  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try could  all  be  profitably  employed  in  agricul- 
ture, because  there  was  abundance  of  good  land, 
and  a  market  for  all  their  produce ;  but  that  time 
has  passed  by  more  than  a  century  ago.  It  was 
when  we  had  a  small  population  near  the  sea- 
board, and  when  the  whole  country  did  not  pro- 
duce what  a  single  State  cah  now  produce.  The 
foreign  market  lor  breadstuffs  can  never  again  be 
an  important  object  to  the  United  States,  perhaps 
never  more  so  than  at  present ;  for,  as  soon  as  the 
late  Spanish  provinces  in  America  .shall  be  re- 
stored to  peace,  we  shall  have  no  foreign  market 
for  that  kind  of  produce.  But,  suppose  that  Eu- 
rope should  want  of  us  as  much  as  she  took  in 
time  of  peacetwenty-five  years  ago,  a  single  State 
could  furnish  more  than  the  supply.  Our  popu- 
lation doubles  in  twenty-five  years,  and  oig:  means 
of  production  treble  in  that  time,  while  the  popu- 
lation of  Europe  remains  nearly  stationary  ;  of 
course,  the  market  can  be  one  of  no  great  im- 
portance ;  in  fact,  the  grain  growing  States  must 
look  for  a  market  at  home  for  their  produce, 
which  they  never  can  have,  unless  manufactures 
are  encouraged  and  protected.  Manufactures  from 
a  distance  cannot  be  paid  for  in  the  heavy  pro- 
duce of  the  soil,  as  the  latter  wilt  not  bear  the 
expense  of  transportation.  The  manufacturing 
establishments  must  be  placed  in  the  districts 
where  the  supplies  are  produced,  or  no  exchange 
can  take  place.  Yet  foreign  dry  ^oods  find  their 
way  into  the  most  remote  parts  ol  the  Union. 

If  the  ruinous  state  of  our  trade  with  Europe 
pressed  equally  on  every  part  of  the  United  States, 
It  would  be  considered  as  an  enormous  evil,  lor 
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which  an  adequate  remedy  ought  immediately  to 
be  provided.  But  the  evil  is  greatly  aggravated 
when  we  consider  its  unequal  operation  upon  dif- 
ferent sections  of  the  Union. 

Id  1822,  we  imported  to  the  amount  of    $83,241,541 

Our  exports  of  foreign  goods  and  pro- 
duce, which  properly  belong  to  the 
carrying  trade,  amounted  to 


22,286,202 


Domestic  exports  arising  from  the  agri- 
culture or  manufacturea  of  the  coun- 
try   

Leaving  a  balance  of  imports  over  ex- 
ports of 


$60,955,339 


49,874,079 


The  whole  domestic  exports 

Of  these,  rice  amounted  to  $1,553,482 
cotton  to  -  -  24,035,058 
tobacco  to  -         -       6, 222,838 


11,081,260 
-   $49,874,079 


31,811,378 


Leaving  of  all  other  exports 

Of  this,  the  States  exporting  rice,  cot- 
ton, and  tobacco,  export  at  least  a 
fourth  part         -         .         •         .         . 

Leaving  exports  to  the  amount  of 


18,063,701 


4,5  U;,  000 


$13^7,000 


Which  may  be  considered  as  the  whole  that  the  East- 
ern. Middle,  and  grain-growing  States  exported 
during  that  year. 

The  half  of  the  imfMrts,  over  and  above 
the  foreign  exports,  have  probably 
been  consumed  by  those  grain-grow- 
ing Statrs,  say  ....   $30,477,669 

Deduct  their  share  of  the  exports  -         -     13,547,000 


Leaving  a  balance  against  these  States 
of 


$26,830,669 


Five  and  a  half  millions  of  it  to  merchants  in 
Europe,  and  twenty  and  a  half  millions  of  it  to 
the  States  producing  rice,  cotton,  and  tobacco. 
The  next  year,  the  balance,  by  a  similar  calcula- 
tion, was  not  so  much  against  the  grain-growing 
States,  but  amounted  to  more  than  twelve  mil- 
lions in  favor  of  the  States  producing  rice,  cot- 
ton, and  tobacco ;  and  this  sum  may  be  consid- 
ered as  the  average  balance  for  several  years  past. 

So  that,  under  the  present  state  of  things,  the 
grain-growing  States,  consisting  of  at  least  two- 
thirds  of  the  population  of  the  Union,  are  com- 
pelled to  take  of  European  manufactures  to  the 
amount  of  twelve  millions  of  dollars  ;  that  six  or 
seven  States  may  have  the  advantage  of  sending 
remittances  in  payment  of  those  manufactures, 
and  selling  their  bills  for  the  same  at  an  extrava- 
gant advance,  in  consequence  of  which  the  wealth 
of  the  grain-growing  States  is  flowing  in  a  con- 
stant stream  to  the  btates  producing  rice,  cotton, 
and  tobacco.  If  the  grain-growing  States  had 
the  power  to  prevent  the  importation  of  foreign 
produce  and  manufactures  for  their  consumption, 
the  Southern  States  wou^  no  longer  receive  the 
benefit  of  indirectly   furnishing   those   supplies ; 


and  are  those  Middle  and  Western  grain-grow- 
ing States  forever  to  take  twelve  millions  of  man- 
ufactures annually,  which  they  would  under  prop- 
er reojulations  make  for  themselves,  that  their 
neighbors  may  have  a  market  for  their  produce 
to  that  amount — giving  employment  to  all  their 
capital  and  industry,  while  that  of  the  other  States 
remains  unemployed  ?  How  long  are  we  to  re- 
main in  this  state  of  vassalage  ?  How  long  can 
we  remain  so  ?  How  long  will  our  patience  en- 
dure ?  How  long  our  means  last  ?  Until  we  can 
understand  our  true  interests — count  our  number?, 
and  rally  our  votes. 

It  is  said  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  the  success 
of  our  manufactures.  They  require  great  capital 
and  great  skill — they  have  not  proceeded  in  any 
country  without  the  aid  and  protection  of  the 
Government.  In  England,  where  they  have  ar- 
rived at  the  greatest  perfection,  they  have  received 
the  greatest  protection — in  England,  where  they 
have  received  the  greatest  aid  from  Government, 
they  have  done  the  most  for  the  Government. 
To  manufacturing  establishments  that  country 
owes  her  gigantic  power. 

ManufacturersAannot  .succeed  unles.<t  capitalists 
can  be  induced  to  vest  their  capital  in  establish- 
ments necessary  for  those  purposes.  It  is  in  vaia 
to  call  upon  our  population  not  engaged  in  agri- 
culture, to  work  at  manufactures,  when  no  capi- 
talist will  employ  them.  It  is  in  vain  to  call  upon 
the  capitalist  to  invest  his  money  in  manufactur- 
ing establishments,  when  such  investment  would 
probably  result  in  the  loss  of  his  capital.  If  the 
capitalist  could  compel  the  people  to  work  at  as 
low  a  rate  of  wages  as  in  given  in  Europe,  we 
could  succeed  ;  but  men  wilt  not  do  that,  unless 
famine  is  staring  them  in  the  face,  which  will  not 
be  the  case  in  this  country  for  some  centuries  to 
come — when  our  population  shall  begin  to  press 
upon  subsistence. 

The  capitalist  must  be  enabled  to  derive  a  rea- 
sonable profit  upon  his  investment,  giving  a  rea- 
sonable price  for  labor,  or  he  will  reserve  his 
money,  the  value  of  which  is  enhanced  by  the 
distress  of  the  country. 

Sir,  it  is  the  true  policy,  and  the  true  interest  of 
the  country,  that  the  people  should  have  employ- 
ment that  would  yield  them  a  reasonable  price  for 
their  labor — they  should  be  enabled  to  have  the 
comforts  of  life,  and  to  educate  their  families. 
The  labor  of  the  country  is  the  wealth  of  the 
country.  We  owe  every  thing  to  the  laboring 
classes — something  is  due  to  them.  If  any  wish 
to  see  the  laborers  of  this  country  compelled  to 
work  for  a  bare  subsistence,  I  hope  the  number  is 
small.  Let  the  capitalist  in  this  country  have  the 
same  advantages  in  the  investment  of  his  money, 
in  all  branches  of  industry,  as  they  have  in  Eng- 
land, and  no  more  will  be  asked  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Smith,  in  his  Wealth  of  Nations,  shows  the 
great  importance  of  preserving  the  "balance  which 
naturally  establishes  itself  among  all  the  various 
employments  of  society."  Premiums,  he  says, 
may  be  allowed,  "as  their  tendency  is  not  to 
overturn  the  natural  balance  of  employments." 
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His  system  is  to  preserve  this  natural  balance  of 
employmeots,  about  which  he  is  as  solicitous  as 
some  politicians  are  for  preserving  the  balance  <  f 
power  among  nations.  But  the  friends  to  the  do- 
mestic industry  of  the  country  do  not  wish  to 
overturn  this  natural  balance  of  employments 
among  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  but  to 
prevent  its  being  overturned  by  the  Powers  of 
Europe,  who  are  strug;^ling  by  every  possible 
means  to  make  us  pay  lor  the  produce  of  their 
industry,  to  the  neglect  of  our  own ;  this  we  must 
counteract,  not  by  individual  exertion,  which 
would  be  inadequate,  but  by  our  laws.  The 
Powers  of  Europe  absolutely  prohibit  the  produce 
of  our  industry  that  can  interfere  with  their  own. 
or  lay  such  duties  as  amount  to  a  prohibition. 
We  should  countervail  this,  by  excluding  the  pro- 
duce of  their  industry  that  could  interfere  with 
our  own.  England  gives  bounties  and  premiums 
to  force  her  manufactures  upon  us ;  these  ought  to 
be  countervailed,  or  the  natural  balance  oi  em- 
ployments in  this  country  is  overturned,  not  by 
ourselves,  but  by  our  rivals.  The  overgrown  pop- 
ulation of  that  country,  now  beginning  to  pres.s 
upon  subsistence,  and  the  abject  poverty  of  the 
laboring  classes,  oblige  them  to  labor  for  a  bare 
subsistence;  from  which  circumstance,  they  are 
enabled  to  undersell  us  in  our  own  markets.  This 
should  be  counteracted.  The  laborers  at  the  man- 
ufacturers receive  a  large  portion  of  their  support 
from  the  poor  rates,  which  in  fact  have  the  oj)er- 
alion  of  bounties  to  manufacturers.  About  one 
million  of  the  population  of  England  are  relieved 
permanently  or  occasionally  by  the  poor  rates,  for 
which  purpose  about  six  millions  sterling  are 
raised  annually ;  probably  a  third  of  that  may  bo 
considered  as  going  to  the  support  of  the  poor  la- 
borers in  manufacturing  establishments;  and,  in 
the  work  of  Mr.  Lowe,  it  is  stated  that  the  distri- 
bution of  parish  allowance  to  manufacturers  in 
England  operates  as  a  serious  comparative  disad- 
vantage of  their  humble  brethren  in  the  North, 
(Scotland.)  Thus,  when  in  a  depressed  branch, 
the  wages  are  equal  to  only  eight  or  nine  shilling^: 
er  week,  the  allowance  of  poor  rate  to  the  Eng- 
ish  manufacturer  may,  and  generally  does,  carry 
his  receipt  to  ten  or  twelve  shillings — a  differ- 
ence which  has  had  the  effect  of  inducing  a 
Dumber  of  the  Scottish  workmen  to  forsake  their 
homes. 

This  species  of  bounty  must  also  be  counter- 
acted, or  the  distressed  condition  of  the  laboring 
classes  in  England  must  produce  a  correspondent 
distress  in  this  country.  In  fact,  if  we  do  not  pro- 
vide means  to  counteract  all  these  circumstances, 
which  have  a  direct  tendency  to  overturn  the  na- 
tural balance  of  employments  in  this  country, 
England  controls  our  destinies  as  much  as  she 
could  do  were  we  still  her  colonies.  Unfortu- 
nately, a  part  of  our  country  find  it  their  interest 
to  aid  England  in  thus  regulating  the  industry  of 
this  country ;  but  this  cannot  be  a  large  part. 
The  shipping  merchant,  also,  sotnetimes  finds  it 
his  interest  to  promote  the  same  system.  A  few 
cities  and  towns  on  the  seaboard  may  al»o  have 
th^  same  views  and  interests,  but  the  interior,  now 
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containing  the  great  body  of  the  people,  have  an 
interest  directly  the  reverse,  which,  until  lately, 
they  have  not  understood,  but  which  hereafter  will 
regulate  their  policy.  A  nation  cannot  be  great 
or  prosperous  upon  agriculture  alone,  nor  upon 
agriculture  and  commerce — a  nation  to  be  truly 
great,  must  enjoy  the  benefits  of  agriculture,  com- 
merce, and  manufactures;  all  these  are  required 
to  give  employment  to  the  capital  and  industry  of 
a  country.  But  we  are  informed  that  this  idea  of 
a  balance  of  trade  against  us  is  visionary  ;  that 
the  custom-house  books  afford  no  just  criterion 
by  which  to  judge;  that,  in  fact,  we  cannot  im- 
port more  than  we  export;  that  imports  and  ex- 
ports regulate  and  coii'rol  each  other;  that,  not- 
withstanding this  supposed  balance  of  trade  has 
been  unifirmly  against  us,  we  have  been  con- 
stantly growing  rich. 

In  1S15,  the  revenue  upon  our  importations 
amounted  to  thirty-six  millions  of  dollars.  Was 
there  no  balance  of  trade  against  us  then  ?  The 
effect  of  that  importation  is  fell  to  this  day.  We 
sent  to  England,  in  payment  of  that  balance,  all 
the  money  we  could  spare — a  large  portion  of  our 
Government  stock,  bank  stock,  and  canal  stock — 
the  residue  was  paid  ofl  in  bankruptcy  to- the 
amount  of  many  millions.  Had  the  United  States 
been  obliged  to  pay  these  balances  due  from  bank- 
rupts, every  man  in  the  Union  would  have  under- 
stood that  there  was  such  a  thing  as  an  unfavor- 
able balance  of  trade. 

When  we  have  sent  away  all  our  properly  that 
is  capable  of  transfer,  in  exchange  for  articles  of 
merchandise  imported  ;  and,  when  the  merchants 
of  Europe  shall  refuse  to  give  us  further  credit, 
then,  indeed,  our  imports  will  not  exceed  our  ex- 
ports, and  the  balance  of  trade  will  no  longer  be 
against  us — a  state  of  things  to  which  we  seem 
rapidly  approaching. 

It  is  said  the  country  cannot  be  distressed,  be- 
cause there  is  a  great  plenty  of  money  in  our  cities, 
the  incontestable  evidence  of  which  is,  that  it  may 
be  loaned  for  five  per  cent. 

Money  may  be  plenty  in  our  cities,  while  it 
may  be  extremely  scarce  in  the  country,  and  the 
system  lately  pursued  of  importing  goods  to  the 
amount  of  twenty  or  thirty  millions  of  dollars  a 
year,  which  we  ought  to  manufacture  for  our- 
selves, is  calculated  to  produce  this  effect;  but  the 
circumstance  that  money  may  be  had  at  a  low 
interest,  does  not  prove  that  money  is  abundant, 
but  that  there  is  no  demand  for  it.  Who  will  ex- 
pend money  now  in  the  pursuits  of  agriculture  or 
manufactures  ?  And,  as  to  commerce,  it  is  over- 
done; those  in  debt  want  money,  but  the  circum- 
stance of  their  being  in  debt  deprives  them  of  the 
means  of  purchasing  or  obtaining  the  money. 
People  in  the  interior  of  the  country  cannot  ob- 
tain money  from  our  cities. 

We  are  also  informed  that  the  unfavorable  rate 
of  exchange  upon  London  is  no  indication  of  an 
unfavorable  balance  of  trade.  The  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Hayne)  seems  to  think 
that  he  has  discovered  the  whole  mystery  of  the 
rale  of  exchange.  He  inforiiis  us  that  the  cur- 
rency of  England  is  gold  ;  of  this  country,  silver ; 
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that  gold  to  silver  there  bears  a  higher  ratio  than 
here;  that  the  present  rate  of  exchange,  (that  is, 
nine  per  cent.,)  is  really  exchange  at  par ;  that  a 
bill  on  London  here  for  IW  pounds,  which  would 
cost  109  pounds,  would  there  be  worth  100  pounds 
in  gold, and  109  pounds  in  silver;  that,  in  fact,  if 
the  currency  of  both  countries  was  gold  or  silver, 
a  bill  on  London  for  100  pounds  would  now  cost 
no  more  than  100  pounds  here. 

The  value  of  gold,  compared  to  silver,  is,  in 
this  country,  as  one  to  fifteen — in  England,  as 
one  to  fifteen  and  two-tenths;  but,  if  the  gentle- 
man is  right,  gold,  in  England,  is  to  silver  as  one 
to  sixteen  and  thirty-five  hundredths;  while,  in 
France,  as  well  as  here,  it  is  as  to  one  to  fifteen. 
The  consequence  would  be,  that  silver  would  im- 
mediately leave  England  for  France  and  the 
United  States,  and  gold  would  flow  into  England 
till  the  equilibrium  should  be  restored. 

Until  November,  1819,  gold,  and  British  gold, 
was  the  currency  and  legal  lender  in  this  country ; 
yet  the  rate  of  exchange  was  more  against  us  then 
than  now.  In  February,  1816,  the  rale  of  ex- 
change upon  London  was  15  per  cent,  against  us ; 
would  a  bill  on  London  then  for  XIUO  purchase 
silver  to  the  amount  of  £115?  If  so,  it  was  not 
because  gold  was  the  currency  there,  and  not 
here.  Why  is  the  rate  of  exchange  with  other 
countries,  in  which  silver  is  the  currency,  about 
as  much  against  us  as  that  upon  London  7 

Gold  can  be  had  here  in  exchange  for  silver  at 
one  per  cent,  advance  ;  freight  and  insurance  to 
England  one  per  cent.  more.  It  would  be  quickly 
sent  there  as  an  article  of  merchandise,  if  the  gen- 
tleman is  right.  Doubloons  are  now  advertised 
in  Boston  for  sale.  I  shall  relapse  into  what  the 
gentleman  may  think  my  old  errors,  and  believe 
that  there  has  been,  is,  and  will  for  a  time  con- 
tinue to  be,  such  a  thing  as  a  balance  of  trade 
against  us;  and  that  a  rate  of  exchange  of  nine 
per  cent,  against  us  is  an  indication  of  this  unfa- 
vorable balance  of  trade. 

Mr.  Eaton  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  in 
the  proviso  respecting  the  minimum  on  cotton 
good.s,  so  as  to  make  the  minimum  of  thirty-five 
cents  per  yard  inapplicable  to  goods  which  cost 
fifteen  cents,  and  less  than  that  price,  and  to  leave 
those  goods  subject  only  to  the  present  existing 
minimum  of  twenty-five  cents  per  yard. 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  some  cursory  remarks 
by  Messrs.  Eaton,  Ltovn  of  Massachusetts, 
Hayne,  Mills,  Talbot,  and  Finblay. 

Mr.  Hayne  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
by  extending  it  to  goods  which  cost  twenty  cents. 
This  was  not  agre^  to. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  Mr.  Eaton's 
amendment,  and  decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  then  moved  to  amend 
the  bill,  by  reducing  the  minimum  upon  which  the 
duty  on  cotton  cloth  is  to  be  calculated,  from 
thirty-five  cents  to  thirty  cents  per  square  yard. 
This  amendment  was  agreed  to,  twenty-eight 
members  voting  in  the  affirmative;  and  so  the 
minimum  on  cotton  cloths  was  reduced  to  thirty 
cents. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  Mr.  Elliott's 


'  motion  to  strike  out  all  the  proviso  relative  to  the 
minimum  on  g^ton  goods,  and  decided  in  the 
negative,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

Ykas — Mewn.  Barbour,  Branch,  Clayton,  Elliott, 
Gaillard,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmea  of  Miaaia- 
aippi,  H.Johnsonof  Louisiana,  J.  8.  Johnatonof  Ijouia- 
iana,  Kellj.   King  of  Alabama.  King  of  New  York, 

I  Lloyd  of  Maryianil,  Lloyd  of  Masaachusetta,  Macon, 

i  Milla,  Parroit,  Smith,  Taylor  of  Virginia,  Van  Dyke, 

I  Ware,  and  Williama— 23. 

Nats — Mesars.  Barton,  Bell,  Benton,  Brown,  Chan- 
dler, D'Wolf,  Dickeraon,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Findlay, 
Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Knight,  Lanman, 
Lowrie,  Mclivaine,  Noble,  Palmer,  Rugglea,  Seymour, 

I  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Thomas,  and  Van  Bu- 
ren— 24. 

I  So  the  Senate  refused  to  strike  out  the  mini- 
I  mum  on  cotton  cloths,  and  cotton  twist,  yarn,  or 
I  thread. 

1      Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  then  moved  to  amend 

the   bill    by  striking  om  frbm  it  the  following 

clause:  "On   all  foreign  distilled  spirits,  fifteen 

'■  per  centum  upon  the  duties  now  imposed  by  law, 

and  in  addition  thereto." 

I  Mr.  Holmes  spoke  briefly  in  support  of  his 
,  amendment ;  as,  also,  did  Mr.  Lloyh,  of  Massa- 
chusetts. It  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Talbot  and 
I  Finolay.  The  question  upon  the  amendment 
I  was  then  put,  and  decided  in  the  afiirmative,  by 
I  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

I  Yeas — Messrs.  Barbour.  Bell,  Branch,  Chandler, 
I  Clayton,  Elliott,  Gaillord,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Maine, 
I  Holmes  of  Miasiiwippi,  Henry  Johnson  of  Louisiana, 
I  J.  S.  Johnston  of  I<ouisiana,  Keily,  King  of  Alabama, 
I  King  of  New  York,  Knight,  Lanman,  Lloyd  of  Mas- 
I  sachusetts,  Lowrie,  Macon,  Mills,  Parrott,  Seymour, 
Smith,  Thomas,  Van  Dyke,  Ware,  and  Williams — 28. 
j  Nats— Meaars.  Barton,  Benton,  Brown,  D'Wolf, 
{  Dickeraon,  Edwards,  Findlay,  Jackson,  Johnson  of 
j  Kentucky,  Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Mcllvaine,  Noble, 
I  Palmer,  Ruggles,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Taylor 
of  Virginia,  and  Van  Buren — 18. 

So  the  proposed  duty  on  foreign  distilled  spirits 
was  stricken  out. 

Mr.  Smith  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
striking  out  the  clause  which  imposes  duties  on 
unmanufactured  wool ;  and  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Thubsuat,  May  6. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  S.mith,  the  Committee  on 
Finance  were  discharged  from  the  consideration 
of  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
legal  representatives  of  Fry  and  Spaulding;*'  and 
it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Lanman,  Thomas  Staniford 
had  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition  and  papers. 

Mr.  Lloyh,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  whom  was  refer- 
red the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  the 
act  to  incorporate  the  inhabitants  of  the  City  of 
Washington,  passed  the  15th  of  May,  1820,"  rt^ 
ported  it  with  amendments ;  which  were  read. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  John  S.  Moffett,"  reported  it  with, 
an  amendment. 
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The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
"  for  the  relief  of  certain  persons  who  imported 
goods  into  Castine,  during  the  late  war,"  and  the 
bill  "authorizing  the  issuing  of  a  register  to  the 
schooner  Five  Sisters, '  were  read  twice,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Barbour  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Retolved,  That thousand  copies  of  the  act,  en- 
titled "An  act  to  amend  the  several  arts  for  imposing 
duties  on  imports,"  which  parsed  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, April  19,  18'«i4,  be  printed;  and  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  is  hereby  authorized  and  di- 
rected to  caufe  them  to  be  distributed,  by  directing  a 
part  thereof  to  be  sent  to  every  pKwt  office  in  the  Uni- 
ted States.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  postmas- 
ter receiving  the  same  to  place  them  in  the  bands  of 
the  people. 

huolvcd.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  make 
a  report  to  the  Senate,  at  the  next  sessiuD,  as  to  the 
probable  effect  of  this  bill  on  the  revenues  of  the  coun- 
try ;  on  the  shipping,  manufacturing,  commercial,  and 
agricultural  interests.  That  he  report,  in  particular, 
on  the  state  of  the  iron  factories ;  and,  as  far  as  prac- 
ticable, what  has  caused  their  failure,  where  they 
have  failed  ;  and  their  success,  where  they  have  suc- 
ceeded ;  and  what  duty  is  necessary  to  bring  them 
into  successful  competition  with  foreign  iron.  That 
be  report,  also,  on  the  condition  of  the  woollen,  cot- 
ton, and  coarse  linen  factories;  how  far  their  eetab- 
lisbment  has  contributed  to  influence  the  price  of 
their  manufactures,  the  amount  of  the  revenue,  or  the 
interests  of  the  United  States;  what  encouragement 
they  need  ;  if  any,  bow  it  shall  be  applied.  That  he 
report,  also,  on  the  state  of  the  culture  of  hemp,  and 
why  it  is  that  it  has  not  been  used  in  the  Navy  of 
the  United  States.  That  he  also  report,  if  protection 
if  to  be  given  to  particular  industry,  whether  it  would 
not  be  more  politic  to  give  bounties  than  to  lay  duties. 
That  he  also  report  such  information  as  be  may  pos- 
sess, as  to  evasions  of  the  revenue  laws  by  smugglers. 
And,  finally,  that  he  furnitth,  in  his  report,  whatever 
information  he  may  esteem  pertinent  to  any  and 
every  part  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Barbour  brieflyr  explained  his  object*,  in 
the  introduction  of  these  resolutions,  and  Messrs. 
Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Talbot,  and  Findlay, 
made  a  few  cursory  remarks  in  opposition  to  them. 
The  resolutions  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

THE  TARIFF. 

The  bill  from  the  other  House,  "to  amend  the 
several  acts  for  imposing  duties  on  imports,"  was 
again  faken  up  for  consideration  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  in  the  chair. 

The  question  was  upon  amending  the  bill,  in 
pursuance  of  the  motion  which  Mr.  S.mith  sub- 
mitted yesterday,  to  strike  out  the  clause  imposing 
a  duty  on  unmanufactured  wool. 

Mr.  Barbour  moved  that  the  bill  be  postponed 
to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  to-morrow. 
His  reasons  were,  that  some  of  the  numerous  pri- 
vate bills  now  before  the  Senate  should  be  taken 
up,  and  that  he  might  have  the  opportunity  of  ex- 
laining  his  views  to-morrow,  on  the  resolutions 
e  had  submitted  this  morning,  which  have  rela- 
tion to  thi$  subject.     The  motion  was  opposed  by 
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Messrs.  Lloyd  of  Maryland  and   Talbot.      It 
was  decided  in  the  negative. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  Mr.  Smith's 
motion  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking  out  the  clause 
proposing  to  levy  certain  duties  on  unmanufac- 
tured wool.  Mr.  Smith  now  varied  his  motion. 
The  bill  as  it  came  from  the  other  House,  proposes 
an  inrmediate  duty  of  twenty  p)er  cent,  ad  valorem 
on  unmanufactured  wool ;  which  duty  is  to  be 
increased  progressively,  until  the  first  day  of  June, 
1830,  after  which  time  it  is  to  remain  at  fifty  per 
cent,  ad  valorem.  Mr.  S.  proposed  to  strike  out 
all  that  part  of  the  clause  which  specifies  the  du- 
ties on  this  article,  and  to  make  it  read  as  fol- 
lows: "On  wool  unmanufactured,  eight  cents  per 
pound." 

Mr.  Smith  addressed  the  Senate  in  support  of 
this  amendment.  Messrs.  Rlggles,  Holmes  of 
Maine,  Chandler,  Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Talbot, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Brown,  D'Wolf,  and 
DtcKERsoN,  severally  spoke  in  opposition  to  the 
amendment.  Messrs.  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts 
and  Mills  also  opposed  the  motion  to  amend. 
They  were  against  the  imposition  of  the  duty- 
proposed  by  the  bill  on  this  article,  but  thought,  if 
any  duty  was  to  he  imposed,  it  ought  to  be  an  ad 
valorem  duty;  as  the  great  difference  in  the  price 
and  quality  of  this  article  would  render  a  specific 
duty  very  unequal  in  its  operation.  ^ 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  stated  that  he 
considered  the  reasoning  of  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  to  be  conclusive  against  a  specific 
duty,  which  would  impose  the  same  rate  of  duty 
on  wool  which  cost  ten  cents  a  pound  with  that 
which  would  cost  one  hundred.  He  observed 
that  the  legitimate  object  of  the  bill  was  to  pro- 
tect the  manufactures  of  the  country,  and  of  these 
none  were  more  worthy  of  the  patronage  of  the 
Government  than  the  manufacture  of  woollenS| 
none  incorporated  itself  more  intimately  with 
the  Northern  and  Western  agricultural  interests 
of  the  Union,  and  he  believed  none  was  at 
present  more  depressed.  One  principal  object 
of  the  bill  was  to  encourage  this  manufacture, 
to  enable  it  to  enter  into  competition  with  the 
manufacturers  of  Great  Britain  ;  and  to  do  this, 
we  were  imposing  a  heavy  duty  on  the  raw 
material  at  the  time  when  Great  Britain  was  tak- 
ing it  off.  In  England,  the  manufacture  of  wool- 
len Mid  been  an  object  of  great  national  attention  ; 
for  a  long  time  it  had  no  duty,  or  only  one  of 
about  three  farthings  a  pound,  probably  to  ascer- 
tain the  quantity  imported.  1  his  was  the  case 
until  1819,  when  the  exports  of  woollen  had 
amounted,  for  a  course  of  years,  from  eight  to  ten 
million  pounds  sterling  a  year.  On  the  imposition 
of  this  small  duty  the  export  declined,  and  in 
1823,  fell  to  five  million  five  hundred  thousand 
pounds  sterling,  and  the  Grermans  and  the  French 
interfered  with  them  and  got  part  of  the  export. 
This,  he  said,  was  the  secret  of  the  proposed  re- 
peal of  the  duty  of  six  pence  in  England  when  we 
were  putting  it  on.  He  would,  therefore,  advo- 
cate, in  preference,  striking  out  the  duty,  though 
he  knew  the  agriculturists  might  be  averse  to  itj 
and,  if  this  were  the  case,  he  should  reluct  at  it. 
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But  some  of  them  thought  the  duty  would  be  in- 
jurious to  the  wool  grower;  and  this  he  knew! 
Irom  a  letter  he  submitted  to  the  Senate  from  a 
very  respectable  and  experienced  gentleman,  at 
present  a  farmer  in  Vermont,  a  large  wool  grower, 
and  owner  of  sheep,  and  to  whom  the  United 
States  were  principally  indebted  for  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  invaluable  race  of  merino  sheep.  He 
alluded  to  Wm.  Jarvis,  Esq.,  late  United  States 
Consul  at  Lisbon,  and  who  was  decidedly  of  opin- 
ion that  the  duty  on  imported  wool  would,  by  its 
reaction,  prove  its  discouragement  of  manufac- 
tures, lessen  the  demand  for  the  wool,  and  conse- 
quently, the  price  in  the  market,  and  injure, 
instead  of  benefiting,  the  wool-grower. 

Mr.  ELLiorr  called  for  a  division  of  the  ques- 
tion, and  the  Chair  declared  the  question  to  be 
first  u(K)n  striking  out  the  proposed  duty  on  un- 
manufactured wool. 

Mr.  Smith  then  withdrew  his  motion  to  insert 
a  specific  duty  of  eight  cents  per  pound,  and  the 
question  then  remained  upon  striking  out. 

Mr.  Mills  said  he  was  perfectly  willing  to  vote 
for  a  reasonable  duty  on  the  importation  of  wool, 
but  not  so  high  a  duty  as  the  highest  progressive 
duties  proposed  in  this  bill.  He  therefore  moved 
to  amend  the  bill  by  striking  out  so  much  as  pro- 
poses the  prosjpective  increa>e  of  the  duty  on  wool, 
over  twenty-five  per  centum  ad  valorem.  The 
question  was  then  put  upon  this  amendment,  and 
decided  in  the  negative,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as 
follows: 

Y«AS— Messrs.  Barbour,  Branch,  Clayton,  Elliott, 
Gaillard,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes  of  Mis- 
sissippi, H.  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Kelly,  King  of 
Alabama,  King  of  New  York,  Lloyd  of  Massachu- 
setts. Macon,  Mills,  Parrotl,  Smith,  Van  Dyke,  Ware 
and  Williams— 21. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Benton,  Brown, 
Chandler,  D'Wolf  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Find- 
lay,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Knight,  Lanman, 
Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Lowrie.  Mcllvaine.  Noble,  Palmer, 
Ruggles,  Seymour,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Taylor 
of  Virginia,  Thomas,  and  Van  Buren — 26. 

So  the  Senate  refused  to  adopt  the  amendment 
proposing  to  limit  the  duty  on  wool  to  twenty-five 
per  cenL 

Mr.  Elliott  then  withdrew  his  proposition  to 
divide  the  question,  which  proposition  would  have 
made  it  necessary  to  put  the  question  on  striking 
out  all  of  the  proposed  duly  on  wool. 

Mr.  Mills  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
striking  out  so  much  as  proposes  the  prospective 
increase  of  the  duty  over  thirtr/  per  centum  ad  va- 
lorem. The  question  was  put  on  this  amendment, 
and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  by  yeas  and  nays, 
as  follows : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Barbour,  Benton,  Branch,  Clayton, 
Eaton,  Elliott,  Gaillard,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Maine, 
Holmes  of  .Mississippi,  Jackson,  H.  Johnson  of  Louis- 
iana, J.  8.  Johnston  of  Louisiana,  Kelly,  King  of 
Alabama,  King  of  New  York,  Knight,  Lloyd  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, Macon,  Mills,  Parrott,  Smith,  Van  Dyke, 
Ware,  and  Williams— 25. 

Nats— Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Brown,  Chandler, 
D'Wolf,  Dickerstm,  Edwarda,  Findlay,  Johnson  of 
18th  ist  Con.  Sess 23 


Kentocky,  Lanman,  Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Lowrie, 
Mcllvaine,  Noble,  Palmer,  Ruggles,  Seymour,  Talbot, 
Taylor  of  Indiana,  Taylor  of  Virginia,  Thomas,  and 
Van  Buren — 22. 

So  the  Senate  agreed  to  limit  theduty  on  unman- 
ufactured wool,  to  thirty  per  cent,  ad  valorem ; 
and  the  clause  imposing  duties  on  that  article, 
stands  thus,  as  amended  : 

"  On  wool  unmanufactured,  a  duty  of  twenty  per 
centum  ad  ralorem,  until  the  1st  of  June,  1825;  after- 
wards, a  duty  of  twenty-five  per  centum  ad  valorem, 
until  the  Ibt  day  of  June,  1826;  afterwards,  a  duty  of 
thirty  per  centum  ad  valorem  :  Provided,  That  all 
wool,  the  actual  value  of  which,  at  the  place  whence 
imported,  shall  not  exceed  ten  cenU  per  pound,  shall 
be  charged  with  a  duty  of  fifteen  per  centum  ad  valo- 
rem, and  no  more." 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Maryland,  then  moved  to  amend 
the  bill,  by  striking  out  the  following  proviso: 

*•  Provided,  That  all  wool,  the  actual  value  of  which, 
at  the  place  whence  imported,  shall  not  exceed  ten 
cents  per  pound,  shall  be  charged  with  a  duty  of  fif- 
teen per  centum  ad  valorem,  and  no  mure." 

The  question  was  then  put  on  this  amendment, 
and  decided  in  the  negative,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as 
follows : 

Y«As — Messrs.  Benton,  Branch,  Chandler,  Eaton, 
Findlay,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  J.  8.  John- 
ston of  Louisiana,  Knight,  Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Low- 
rie, Macon,  Parrott,  Ruggles,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indi- 
ana,  Taylor  of  Virginia,  and  Williams — 18. 

Nath — Messrs.  Barbour,  Barton,  Bell,  Brown, Clay- 
ton, D'Wolf,  Dickerson,  Edwards,  Elliott,  GaUlard, 
Hayne,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes  of  Mississippi,  H. 
Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Kelly,  King  of  Alabama,  King 
of  New  York,  Lanman,  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  Mc- 
llvaine, Mills,  Noble,  Palmer,  Seymour,  Smith,  Van 
Buren  Van  Dyke,  and  Ware— 29. 

So  the  Senate  refused  to  strike  out  the  pro- 
viso. 

Mr.  Smith  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by- 
inserting  the  following: 

"  On  ail  articles  of  silk,  or  of  which  silk  is  a  compo- 
nent part,  manufactured  in  India,  China,  or  any  other 
country  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  a  datj  of 
twenty-five  per  centum  ad  valorem." 

This  amendment  gave  rise  to  a  short  discussion, 
in  which  Messrs.  Smith,  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts, 
Dickerson,  Talbot,  Lowrie,  and  Benton,  en- 
gaged. 

Mr.  Dickerson  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment, by  striking  out  '*  twenty-five  per  centum," 
and  inserting  "thirty  per  centum."  This  was 
negatived. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  Mr.  Smith's 
amendment,  and  decided  in  the  negative,  by  yeas 
and  nays,  as  follows  : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Branch,  Elliott,  Gaillard,  Hayne, 
Holmes  of  Miss.,  H.  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  J.  8.  John- 
ston of  Louisiana,  Kelly,  King  of  Alabama,  Lloyd  of 
Maryland,  Smith,  and  Williams — 12. 

Nats— Messrs.  Barbour,  Barton,  Bell,  Benton, 
Brown,  Chandler,  Clayton,  D'Wolf,  Dickerson,  Eaton, 
Edwards,  Findlay,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Jackson,  John- 
ton  of  Kentucky,  King  of  New  York,  Knight,   Lan- 
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herein  specified,  of  cultou,  silk,  ilax,  or  hemp,  or  of 
which  either  of  lhes>e  material  shall  be  a  compo- 
nent part,  a  duty  of  twenty-five  per  centum  ad  va- 
lorem," by  striking  out  therefrom,  the  words  "  flax 
or  hemp." 

Mr.  H.  said,  he  made  this  motion  to  redeem  a 
pledge  which  he  had  heretofore  given.  If  it  pre- 
vailed, duck,  sheetings,  and  osnaburgs,  would  be 
equally  protected  ;  and  articles  oT  prime  necessity. 


man,  Lloyd  of  MaMachusettf!.  Lowrie,  Mcllvaine, 
Macon,  .Mills,  Noble,  Palmer,  Parrot,  Rugglea,  Sey- 
mour, Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Taylor  of  Virginia, 
Thomaa,  Van  Buren,  Van  Dyke,  and  Ware — 35. 

So  the  Senate  rejected  the  amendment  pro- 
posing a  duty  of  twenty-five  per  cent,  on  India 
silks. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  then  moved  that  the 
billbeameadedjbv  striking  out  all  that  part  which       .        ,  . 

provides  for  the  highest  progressive  duty,  of  37^  '  which  we  are  not  prepared  to  manufacture,  will 
per  centum  ad  valorem,  •'  on  all  manufactures  of  ,  be  exempted  from  an  onerous  tax  ;  a  lax  which 
wool,  or  of  which  wool  shall  be  a  component  I  would  produce  great  inconvenience  to  the  people, 
part."  This  motion  produced  considerable  dis-  The  question  on  Mr.  Hayne  a  amendment  was 
cussion,  in  which  the  mover,  and  Messrs,  Hayne.  \  then  put,  and  determined  in  the  negative,  by  yeas 
Smith,  Dickerson,  Talbot,  Millh,  Lloyd  of    and  nays,  as  follows: 


Massachusetts,  RuGCLEa,  and  Taylor  of  Vir- 
ginia,  engaged.  The  question  on  this  amendment  , 
was  then  put,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  by  ; 
yeas  and  nays,  as  follows :  i 

Ybas — Meaars.  Barbour.  Benton,  Branch,  Clapton,  ' 
Eaton,  Elliott,  Gaillard.  Hayne.  Holmes  of  Misaiasippi.  I 
Jackson,  Henry  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Josiah  8.  John- 
ston of  Louisiana,  Kelly,  King  of  Alabama.  King  of  , 
New  York,  Knight,  Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Lloyd  of  Mas-  ; 
aachusetta,  .Macon,  Mills,  Parroit,  Smith,  Taylor  of 
Virginia,  Van  Buren,  Van  Dyke,  Ware,  and  WU-  ' 
liama— 28.  ! 

Nats — Mfssrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Brown,  Chandler,  D'-  ^ 
W^olf,  Dickerson,  Edwards,  Findlay,  Holmes  of  Maine, 
Johnaon  of  Kentucky.  Lanman,   Mcllvaine,    Palmer, 


Yeas — Messrs.  Barbour,  Branch.  Clayton,  Elliott, 
Gaillard,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes  of  Miaaia- 
aippi.  H.  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  J.S.  Johnston  of  Lou- 
isiana, Kelly,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New  York, 
Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  Macon,  Mills,  Parroit,  Smith, 
Taylor  of  Virginia,  Van  Dyke,  Ware  and  Wil- 
liams— 22. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Benton,  Brown,  Chan- 
dler, D'Wol!,  Dickerfcon,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Findlay, 
Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Knight,  Lanman, 
Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Lowrie.  Mcllvaine,  Noble,  Palmer, 
Ruuglea,  Seymour,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Thomas, 
and  Van  Buren — 25. 

So  the  Senate  refused  to  exempt  articles  man- 
ufacturtd  of   flax  or    hemp,    from    the  proposed 


Ruggles,  Seymour,  Talbot,    Taylor  of   Indiana,  and     duly 


Thomas — 18 

So  the^enate  agreed  to  strike  out  the  highest 
rate  of  duty  on  woollen  manufactured  goods  ;  this 
vote  leaves  these  articles  subject,  by  the  provisions 
of  the  bill,  to  a  duty  of  30  per  cent,  ad  valorem, 
until  the  30th  day  of  June,  1825;  and,  after  that 
time,  to  a  duty  of  33^  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 

Mr.  Chandler  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill, 
by  excepting  Russia,  Holland,  and  Raven's  duck, 

from  the  duty  of  25  per  centum  ad  valorem,  im-    Gaillard.  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Mississippi,  H.  Johnston 
posed,  by  the  bill,  upon   all  manufactures  of  cot-    of  Louisiana,  J.  S.  Johnston  of  Louisiana,  Kelly,  King 


Mr.  Macon  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by^ 
striking  out  the  following  clause:  "On  cotton" 
bagging,  four  and  a  half  cents  per  square  yard." 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  some  discussion;  in 
which  Messrs.  Macon,  John.hon  of  Kentucky, 
Holmes  of  Maine,  Talbot,  Smith,  and  Benton, 
participated. 

The  question  was  then  put,  and  decided  in  the 
negative,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows  : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Barbour,  Branch.  Clayton.  Elliott, 


ton,  silk,  flax,  or  hemp ;  and  to  subject  those  arti 
cles  to  certain  specific  duties. 

Some  remarks  were  made,  upon  thi>>  proposi- 
tion, by  the  mover;  and  by  Messrs.  Talbot, 
Smith,  Mills,  and  Hayne. 

Mr.  Hayne  observed,  that  he  should  vote  against 
the  motion,  because  he  thought  there  were  other 
articles  of  equal  importance,  which  ought  to  be 
excepted,  and  which  were,  on  principle,  equally 
entitled  to  exemption.  Mr.  H.  repeated,  that  he 
would  give   his  support  to  a  proposition  to  strike 


of  Alabama,  Kmg  of  New  Vork.  Lloyd  of  Maryland, 
Lloyd  of  .Massachusetls,  .Macon,  Mills,  Parroit, Smith, 
Taylor  of  Virginia,  Van  Buren,  Van  Dyke,  Ware, 
and  ^^  iliiams — 23. 

Nats.  —  Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Benton,  Brown, 
Chandler,  D'Wolf,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Find- 
lay, Holmes  of  Maine,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 
Knight,  Lanman,  Lowrie.  McIUaine,  Noble,  Palmer, 
Haggles,  Seymour,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  and 
Thomas— 24.' 

So  the  Senate  determined  not  to  strike  out  the 


out  the  whole  section,  or  to  exempt  from  its  ope-  i  proposed  duty  of  four  and  a  half  cent.s  per  square 
ration  all  articles  of  prime  necessity,  in  which    yard,  on  cotton   bagging  ;   and   the  Senate   ad- 
any  part  of  the  country  is  deeply  interested.     But  ;  journed.        '' 
surely  the  gentleman  from  Maine  could  not  expect 


to  have  the  bill  moulded  so  as  to  suit  his  own 
views,  and  the  peculiar  interests  of  his  own  State, 
while  he  refuses  to  consult  the  interests  of  others. 


Friday,  May  7. 
The  President  communicated  a  report  from 


The  question  was  then  put,  and  the  amendment  ;  the  Secretary  of  State,  made  in  pursuance  of  the 
was  disagreed  to,  fifteen  members  voting  in  the    fifth  .section  of  the  "Act  regulating  pa.ssenger  ships 


affirmative,  and  thirty-one  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Hayne  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  in 
the  following  clause:  ^'On  all  manufactures,  not 


and  vessels;''  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  were  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
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for  the  relief  of  certain  persons  who  have  paid 
duties  on  certain  eoods  imi>orted  into  CaMme; 
and  the  bill,  entitfed  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Benjamin  Desobry;"  reported  them  severally  with- 
out amendment. 

He  also  reported  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  J.  Otiramare,"  with  an  amendment; 
which  was  read. 

Mr.  RuGOLEa,  from  the  Commiitee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  «ct 
for  the  relief  of  Dean  Weymouth,"  reported  it 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  Noble  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Resolved.  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to 
lay  before  the  Senate,  on  the  first  day  of  the  next  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  the  names  of  all  the  pensioners  on 
the  pension  list  up  to  the  4th   of  September   next,  in 
consequence  of  wounds  received  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,  under  the  several  acU  of  Congress  :   the  amount 
paid  to  each  per  annum  ;  the  Stale  to  which  each  one 
belongs  ;  and  the  amount  of  money,  per  annum,  paid 
to  the  aforesaid  pensioners ;  and,  in  like  manner,  the 
names  of  all  ihe  pensioners  placed  on  the  pension  list 
up  to  the  4ih  of  September   next,  in  consideration  of 
wounds  received  during  the  last  war,  by  virtue  of  the 
several  acts  of  Congress;    the   amount   paid   to   each 
per  annum;   the  State   to   which  each  one   belongs; 
and  the  amount  of  money  per  annum  paid  to  the  last 
described    pensioners;    designalmg    the  number  and 
names  of  those  who  receive   a   full   pension    of  eight 
dollars  per  month  ;  also,  the  number  thai  have  applied 
for  a  pension  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  and   the  num- 
ber  rejected:   also,  the  names  of  all   the  widows  and 
children  who  receive  half  pay  for  five  years,  placed  on 
the  pension  list  up  to  the  4ih    of  September   nert   by 
virtue  of  the  acU  of  Congress;   the   amount  paid   to 
each  per  annum;  the  Stale  to  which  each  one  belongs- 
and  the  amount  of  money,  per   annum,  paid    to   the 
aaid  widows  and  children  ;  and  the  whole  amount  of 
money  paid  to  the  said  widows  and   children   hereto- 
fore  ;  the  number  that  applied  for  a  pension ;   and  the 
number  rejected.     The   names   of  the   pensioners  on  i 
the  pension  list,  up  to  the  4ih  of  September  next,  that  1 
have  been  placed  thereon    under  the  several   acts   of ! 
Congress  providing  for  certain  persons  engaged  in  the  I 
land  and  naval  service  of  the  United  States  in    the  ! 
Kevolulionary  war;  the  amount  paid  to  each  per  an-  ' 
num;  the  Stale  to  which  each  one  belongs;  and  the 
amount  of  money  paid,  per  annum,  to  the  said   pen- 
sioners;  the  number  that  applied  for  a  pension,  and 
the  number  rejected.      That  the  Secretary  of  War  be 
further  directed  lo  lay  before  the  Senate  the   name   of 
every  other   pensioner   placed  upon   the   pension   list 
within   his   Department,   by  any  special  law,  or   any 
act  of  Congress,  not  above   referred   lo ;   the    amount 
paid  to  each  per  annum  ;  and  the  State  to  which  each 
one  belongs. 


A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  altering  the  times  of 
holding  the  courts  in  the  District  of  Columbia," 
with  an  amendment.  They  have  passed  a  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  further  to  regulate  the  inspection 
of  flour  in  the  county  of  Alexandria;"  in  which 
amendment  and  bill  they  request  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate. 


Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama,  called  the  attention  of 
t-  ?^u^'^  '°  *^^  Sreat  number  of  private  bills 
which  had  come  from  the  other  House,  and  which 
had  been  reported  by  committees  of  the  Senate. 
He  said  a  great  many  of  the  persons  for  whose 
reliet  these  bills  were  drawn  were  waiting  their 
result  with  great  anxiety,  and  at  great  expense. 
He  hoped  the  Senate  would  agree  lo  lay  the  tariflf 

I-  u°"  J  n  '*^'^  "'^^'^  to-morrow,  and  take  up  some 
ol  the  bills  respecting  private  claims.  He,  there- 
fore moved  that  the  bill  to  which  he  had  partic- 
ularly alluded,  together  with  the  resolutions  on 
the  subject,  submitted  yesterday  by  an  honorable 
member  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Barbodr,)  be  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Lowrie  called  for  a  division  of  the  ques- 
tion ;  and  it  was  declared  first  to  be  upon  laying 
Mr.  Barbour's  resolutions  on  the  table.  This 
was  agreed  to. 

The  Senate  then  refused  to  lay  the  bill  "  to 
amend  the  several  acts  imposing  duties  on  imports" 
on  the  table. 

THE  TARIFF. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  "to 
I  amend  the  several  acts  for  imposing  duties  on  im- 
I  port.s,"  was  again  taken  up  for  consideration,  as 
I  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
I  Mr.  S.MITH  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  in  the  fol- 
I  lowing  clause  :  "  On  all  manufactures  of  wool,  or 
I  of  which  wool  shall  be  a  component  part,  a  duty 
!  of  30  per  centum  ad  valorem,  until  the  30th  day 
!  of  June,  1825  ;  and,  after  that  time,  a  duty  of 
I  one-third  per  centum  ad  valorem,"  by  inserting, 
I  after  the  word  "  part,"  the  words  "  excepting 
1  worsted  stufl  goods." 

j      Messrs.  S.mith  and  Mills  supported  this  amend- 
ment.    It   wa«:  opposed    by  Messrs.  Dickerson, 
'  D'Wolf,  and  Lowrie.     The  question  was  then 
put,  and  the  amendment  was  rejected,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  as  follows : 

Ybas— Messrs.   Barbour,  Branch,  Clayton,  Elliott, 

I  Gaillard,  Hayne.  Holmes  of  Mississippi,  H.  Johnaon 

I  of  Louisiana,   J.  S.  Johnston  of  Louisiana,  King  of 

Alabama,  Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Lloyd  of  MaasachuaetU, 

Macon,  .Mills,  Parrott,  Smith,  Taylor  of  Virginia,  Van 

Dyke,  Ware,  and  Williams — 20. 

Nats— Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Benton,  Brown, 
Chandler,  D'Wolf,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Find- 
lay.  Holmes  of  Maine,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 
King  of  New  York,  Knight,  Lanman,  Lowrie,  Mc- 
llvaine, Noble.  Palmer,  Ruggles,  Seymour,  Talbot, 
Taylor  of  Indiana,  Thomas,  and  Van  Buren — 26. 

So  the  Senate  determined  not  to  except  worsted 
stuff  goods  from  the  proposed  duty. 

Mr.  Barbour  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill, 
by  extending  the  time  at  which  its  provisions  are 
to  take  effect,  from  the  30th  day  of  January  next, 
to  the  30lh  day  of  September  next.  This  amend- 
ment was  supported  by  the  mover,  and  by  Messrs. 
LLOYDjof  Massachusetts, and  Smith  ;  andopposed 
by  Messrs.  Ruggles,  Dickerson,  D'Wolf,  Tal- 
bot, Brown,  Bell,  and  Parrott. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  called  for  a  division  of 
the  question  ;  and  the  question  was  declared  to  be 
on  striking  out  the  word  "June."     The  question 
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So  the  Senate  determined  that  blankets  should 
only  be  subject  to  a  duty  of  twenty-five  per  cen- 
tum ad  valorem. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  moved  to  amend  the 
bill  by  inserting  in  it  the  following  proviso: 

"  Provided,  That  all  articles  imported  into  the  Uni« 
ted  States  in  any   ship  or   vessel  which  shall    have 

I  cleared  from   any  foreign  port  or  place  before  the  pas- 

I  fage  of  this  act,  shall  be  nubject  to  the  same  duties 

:  as  if  this  act  had  not  passed." 

!  Messrs,  Hol.mes,  Benton,  and  Dickerson, 
made  a  few  remarks  on  this  amendment.  The 
question  was  then  put  and  decided  in  the  nega- 

i  live,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

j  YiAS — Messrs.  Barbour,  Branch,  Clayton,  Elliott, 
Gaillard,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes  of  Mi*- 


was  then  put  and  decided  in  the  negative,  by  yeas 
and  nays,  as  follows  : 

Y«A8— Messrs.  Barbour,  Branch,  Clayton,  Elliott, 
Gaillard,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes  of  Mis- 
sissippi, H.  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  J.  S.  Johnston  of 
Louisiana,  Kelly,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New 
York,  Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts, 
Macon,  Mills,  Smith.  Taylor  of  Virginia,  Van  Dyke, 
Ware,  and  Williams— 22. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barton,  Bell.  Benton.  Brown  Chand- 
ler, D'Wolf,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Findlay, 
Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Knight,  Lanman, 
Lowrie,  Mcllvaine,  Nolde,  Palmer.  Parrott,  Ruggles, 
Seymour,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Thomas,  and 
Van  Buren — 25. 

So  the  Senate  decided  not  to  alter  the  time  at 
which  the  operation  of  this  bill  is  to  commence. 

Mr  King  of  New  York  then  ";'o;;ed  ^o  amerjd  j-jr-^-^;  KeilyVKing"of  Alabama.  King  of  New 
the  bill,  m  the  following  clause:  '  On  all  manu-  ,  ^^^^  Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts, 
faclures  of  wool,  or  of  which  wool  shall  be  a  com-  j  j^^^^^  ^j^„^  p.rrott.  Smith,  Taylor  of  Virginia,  Van 
ponenl  part,  a  duty  of  thirty  per  centum  ad  va-  ^^^^  y^,^^^  ^^j  Williams— 23. 
lorem,  until  the  30th  day  of  June,  182d  ;  and,  1  NAii—Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Benton.  Brown, 
after  that  time,  a  duty  of  thirty-three  and  one-third  i  chandler,  D'WoU,  Dickerson,  Eaton.  Edwards,  Find- 
per  centum,"  by  inserting,  after  tiie  word  "  part,"  j^y^  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Knight.  Lanman, 
the  words  "except  worsted  stuff  goods,  which:  Cowrie,  Mtllvaine,  Noble,  Palmer,  Ruggles,  Sey- 
shall  pay  twenty-five  per  centum  ad  valorem.''  ,  mour,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Thomas,  and  Van 
This   proposition    gave   rise   to   some  debate,  in  j  Buren — 24. 

which  Messrs.  Lowrie,  D'Wolf,  King,  of  New  j      gg  j^e  Senate  rejected  the  proviso  proposed  by 
York,  Mills,  Knight,  Edwards,  and  Findlay,    ^^  Holmes. 

engaged.  The  question  was  then  put,  and  decided  i  Mr.  Branch  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  fol- 
in  the  affirmative,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows :  |  lowing  line  from  the  bill :  "  On  frying-pans,  four 
Yeas— Messrs.  Barbour,  Benton,  Branch,  Clayton,  cents  per  pound."  This  amendment  was  sup- 
Eaton,  Elliott,  Gaillard,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Maine,  ported  by  the  mover  and  by  Mr.  Hayne.  It  was 
Holmes  of  Mississippi,  Jackson,  H.  Johnson  of  Lou-  i  agreed  to  by  the  Senate,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as 
isiana,  J.  8.   Johnston  of  Louisiana,   Kelly,  King  of  i  follows: 

Alabama,   King  of  New  York,   Lloyd  of  Maryland,  |      Yeas— Messrs.  Barbour,  Benton,  Branch,  Clayton, 
Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  Macon,  Mills,  Parrott,  Smith,     ^^i        Elliott,  Gaillard,  Hayne,    Holmes  of  Maine, 
Taylor  of  Virginia,  Van   Buren,    Van  Dyke,   Ware,  ' 
and  Williams— 27. 

Nats — Messrs.    Barton,    Bell,    Brown,    Chandler. 
D'Wolf,   Dickerson,    Edwards,   Findlay,    Johnson  of 
Kentucky,     Knight,    Lanman,    Lowrie,     Mcllvaine, 
Noble,  Palmer,  Ruggles,  Seymour,  Talbot,  Taylor  of 
Indiana,  and  Thomas — 20. 


i 


So   the   Senate   decided   that    "  worsted   stufT 

foods"  should  be  subjected  to  a  duty  of  twenty- 
ve  per  cent.  only. 

Mr.  Hayne  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
including  "  blankets,"  in  the  exception  which  had 
just  been  made  in  favor  of  worsted  stufl"  goods,  as 
iable  only  to  a  duty  of  twenty-five  per  centum  ad 
valorem.  This  amendment  was  supported  by  the 
mover,  and  opposed  by  Mr.  D'Wolf.  The  ques- 
tion was  then  put  and  decided  in  the  affirmative, 
by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows :  | 

Yeas— Messrs.  Barbour,  Branch,  Clayton,  Eaton, 
Elliott,  Gaillard,  Hayne.  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes  of 
Mississippi,  H.  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  J.  S.  Johnston 
of  Louisiana,  Kelly,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New 
York,  Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts, 
Macon.  Mills,  Parrott,  Smith,  Taylor  of  Virginia,  Van 
Dyke,  Ware,  and  Williams-  24. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Benton,  Brown, 
Chandler,  D'Wolf,  Dickerson,  Edwards,  Findlay, 
Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Knight,  Lanman, 
Lowrie,  Mcllvaine,  Noble,  Palmer,  Ruggles,  Seymour, 
Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Thomas,  Van  Buren — 23. 


Holmes  of  Mississippi,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 
H.  Johnson  of  Louisiana.  J.  S.  Johnston  of  Louisiana, 
Kelly,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New  York,  Lloyd 
of  Maryland,  Lloyd  of  Ma^sacbu■etU,  Macon,  Mills, 
Parrott,  Smith,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Taylor  of  Virginia, 
Van  Buren,  Van  Dyke,  Ware,  and  Williams— 29. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Brown,  Chandler, 
D'Wolf,  Dickerson,  Edwards,  Findlay,  Knight,  Lan- 
man, Lowrie,  Mcllvaine,  Noble,  Palmer,  Ruggles, 
Seymour,  Talbot,  and  Thomas — 18. 

So  the  Senate  determined  that  frying-pans 
should  be  exempted  from  the  proposed  duly. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  then  moved  to 
amend  the  bill  by  striking  out  the  following  line : 
"  On  cocoa,  three  cents  per  pound."  Some  re- 
marks were  made  on  this  subject  by  the  mover, 
and  by  Mes-sr-s.  D'Wolf  and  Dickerson.  The 
amendment  was  carried  \^ithout  division  ;  and 
thus  the  proposed  duty  on  cocoa  was  stricken  out. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  then  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  by  inserting  the  following  clause:  "^On 
Russia,  Holland,  and   Raven's  duck,  osnaburgs, 

ticklenburgs,   and    burlaps,   a    duty   of  per 

centum  ad  valorem."  Me>srs.  D'Wolf,  Smith, 
Talbot,  Lowrie,  LLOYOof  Massachusetts,  Chan- 
dler, and  Barbour,  addressed  the  Senate  upon 
this  amendment.  The  question  was  then  put, 
and  decided  la  the  affirmative,  by  yeas  and  nays, 
as  follows : 
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Yeas — Messrs.  Barbour.  Bell,  Benton,  Chandler, 
Clayton,  D'Wolf,  Elliott,  Gaillard,  Hayne,  Holmes  of 
Maine,  Holmes  of  Mississippi,  H.  Johnson  of  Louisi- 
ana, J.  S.  Johnston  of  Louisiana,  Kelly,  King  of  Ala- 
bama, King  of  New  York.  Knight,  Lanman,  Lloyd  of 
Maryland,  Lloyd  of  MassachusetU,  Lowrie,  Macon, 
Mills,  Parrott,  Smith,  Thomas,  Van  Buren,  Van 
Dyke,  Ware,  and  Williams— 30. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barton,  Branch,  Brown,  Dickeraon, 
Eaton,  Edwards,  Findlay,  Jackson.  Johnson  of  Ken- 
tucky, Mcllvaine,  Noble,  Palmer,  Ruggles,  Seymour, 
Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  and  Taylor  of  Virginia — 17. 

Mr.  Jackson  then  moved  to  fill  the  blank  in 
the  amendment  just  adopted  with  "  twenty,"  so 
as  to  make  the  duty  twenty  per  cent.  This  was 
disagreed  to,  yeas  20,  nays  27. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  then  moved  to  fill  the 
blank  with  "  fifteen,"  so  that  the  proposed  duty 
should  be  fifteen  per  cent.  This  proposition  was 
agreed  to,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Barbour,  Barton,  Bell,  Branch, 
Chandler,  Clayton,  D'Wolf,  Elliott,  Gaillard,  Hayne, 
Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes  of  Mississippi,  H.  John- 
son of  Louisiana,  J.  S.  Johnston  of  Louisiana,  Kelly, 
King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New  York,  Lanman,  Lloyd 
of  Maryland,  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  Lowrie,  Macon, 
Mills,  Parrott,  Smith,  Taylor  of  Virginia,  Thomas, 
Van  Buren,  Van  Dyke,  Ware,  and  Williams — 3L 

Nats — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Dickerson,  Eaion, 
Edwards,  Findlay,  Jnckson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 
Knight,  Mcllvaine,  Noble.  Palmer,  Ruggles,  Sey- 
mour, Talbot,  and  Taylor  of  Indiana — 16. 

So  the  Senate  decided  that  "  Russia,  Holland, 
and  Raven's  duck,  osnaburgs,  ticklenburgs,  and 
burlaps,"  should  be  subject,  according  to  the  pro- 
visions of  this  bill,  to  a  duty  of  fifteen  per  centum 
ad  valorem. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Maryland,  then  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  by  inserting  after  the  clause  imposing  du- 
ties on  articles  manufactured  of  wool,  the  follow- 
ing proviso  : 

Provided,  That   all  articles  manufactured  of  wool, 
or    of  which   wool    is   a  component   part,  the    actual 
Talue  of  which,  at  the  place  where  imported,  does  not 
exceed  fifty  cenU  per  square  yard,  shall  be  subject  to  I 
a  duty  of  25  per  centum  ad  valorem,  and  no  more."      I 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mills,  the  amendment  was  I 
amended  by  striking  out  "fifty  cents,"  and  in- 1 
serting  "  thirty-three  and  one-third  cents,"  as  the  I 
value  of  the  square  yard.  1 

Upon  the  aiuendment  as  amended,  some  remarks  , 
were  made  by  Messrs.  Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Dick- 
erson, Talbot,  and  Mills.     The  question  was  , 
then  put,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  by  yeas 
and  nays,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Barbour,  Benton,  Branch,  Clayton,  ' 
Eaton,  Elliott,  Gaillard,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Mississip- 
pi, Jackson,  H.  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Kelly,  King  of: 
Alabama,   King  of  New    York,  Lloyd  of   Maryland, 
Lloyd  of  Vlassachusetts.  Macon.  .Mills,  Parrott,  Smith,  j 
Taylor  of  Virginia,  Van  Dyke,  Ware,  WUIiams — 24. 

Nats — Me«>srs.  Barton.  Bell,  Brown,  Chandler,  \ 
D'Wolf,  Dickerson,  Edwards,  Findlay,  Holmes  of; 
Maine,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Knight,  Lanman,  Low-  , 
lie,  Mcllvaine,  Noble,  Palmer.  Ruggles,  Seymour,  ' 
Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Thomas,  and  Van  Bu-  i 
Ten— 22.  | 


So  the  Senate  decided  that  woollen  goods,  the 
value  of  which  does  not  exceed  thirty-three  and 
a  third  cents  the  .<^uare  yard,  shall  not  be  subject 
to  a  higher  duty  than  25  ner  centum  ad  valorem. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  then  moved  To  amend 
the  bill  by  striking  out  the  following  clause: 
"On  tallow,  four  cents  per  pound."  Messrs. 
Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  and  Smith,  submitted  a 
few  observations  upon  this  amendment.  It  was 
agreed  to  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Williams  then  moved,  as  a  consequence 
of  the  vote  that  had  just  jwissed,  that  the  fifth  sec- 
tion of  the  bill,  which  allows  a  drawback  of  the 
duties  imposed  by  this  act,  on  the  exportation  of 
tallow,  be  stricken  out.  This  was  also  agreed  to 
without  a  division. 

Mr.  Smith  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  insert- 
ing the  following  clause  :  "  On  copper,  in  plates 
or  sheets,  two  cents  per  pound."  Messrs.  Lloyd, 
of  Massachusetts,  Smith,  D'Wolf,  and  Dicker- 
son,  spoke  upon  the  merits  of  this  amendment. 
It  was  disagreed  to  by  the  Senate—yeas  12,  nays 
35,  as  follows : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Benton,  D'Wolf,  Dickerson,  Eaton, 
Findlay,  Jackson,  Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Lowrie,  Rug- 
gles, Smith,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  and  Taylor  of  Vir- 
ginia. 

Nats— Messrs.  Barbour,  Barton,  Bell,  Branch, 
Brown,  ChaniJler,  Clayton,  Edwards,  Elliott,  Gaillard, 
Hayne,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes  of  Mississippi, 
Henry  Johnson,  Josiah  S.  Johnston,  Kelly,  King  of 
Alabama,  King  of  New  York,  Knight,  Lloyd  of  Mas- 
sachusetU, Mcllvaine,  Macon,  Mills,  Noble,  Palmer, 
Parrott,  Seymour,  Talbot,  Thomas,  Van  Buren,  Van 
Dyke,  Ware,  and  Williams. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to  amend 
the  bill,  by  striking  out  the  following  clause  :  "  On 
iron  cables  or  chain.s,  or  parts  thereof,  three  cents 
per  pound  ;  and  no  drawback  shall  be  allowed  on 
the  exportation  of  iron  cables,  or  parts  thereof." 
Messrs.  Lloyd,  Dickerson,  Parrott,  Holmes, 
of  Maine,  Smith,  of  Maryland,  D'Wolf,  and 
Mills,  discussed  the  propriety  of  this  amendment. 
Mr.  Holmes  moved  to  amend  the  clause,  by  strik- 
ing out  three  cents,  and  inserting  two  cents,  as 
the  duty  on  iron  cables.  Mr.  Smith  called  for  a 
division  of  the  question.  The  question  was  then 
put,  on  striking  out  three  cents;  and  decided  in 
the  negative— 23  in  the  affirmative,  24  in  the 
negative.  The  question  was  then  put,  on  Mr. 
Lloyd's  motion,  to  strike  out  the  whole  clau.se, 
and  determined  in  the  negative — 21  in  the  affir- 
mative, 26  in  the  negative,  as  follows : 

Vr.AS — Messrs.  Barbour,  Branch,  Clayton,  Elliott, 
Gaillard.  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Mississippi,  Heoyy  John- 
son, J.  S.  Johnston,  Kelly,  King  of  Alabama,  King 
of  New  York,  Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Lloyd  of  Massachu- 
setts, Macon,  Mills,  Parrott,  Van  Buren,  Van  Dyke, 
Ware,  and  Williams. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Benton,  Brown, 
Chandler,  D'Wolf,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Find- 
lay, Holmes  of  Maine,  Jack -on,  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 
Knight.  Lanman,  Lowrie,  Mcllvaine,  Noble,  Palmer. 
Ruggles,  Seymour.  Smith,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana, 
Taylor  of  Virginia,  and  Thomas. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  then  moved  that  the 
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bill  be  amended,  by  losertiog  the  followiog  line: 
"  On  oats,  ten  cents  per  bushel.*'  This  was  agreed 
to,  twenty-seven  members  voting  in  the  affirma- 
tive. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  then  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  by  striking  out  the  following  clause  :  ''On 
flax,  three  cents  per  pound."  This  amendment 
was  agreed  to  without  division. 

Mr.  Smith  proposed  to  amend  the  bill  by  in- 
serting a  specific  duty  on  prunella  shoes,  laced 
boots,  &c.  This  was  agreed  to,  twenty-six  in  the 
affirmative. 

Mr.  Branch  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
striking  out  the  following  line  :  "  On  pepper,  ten 
cents  per  pound."'  This  was  agreed  to  without 
division. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  moved  to  amend  the 
bill  by  striking  out  the  following  clause :  "  On 
coal,  six  cents  per  heaped  bushel.  This  propo- 
sition gave  rise  to  some  debate  between  the  mover, 
and  Messrs.  Barbour,  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts, 
nd  D'WoLF.     It  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  also  moved  to  strike 
out  the  following  clause  :  "  On  glass  beads,  fifty 
cents  per  pound ;"  which  was  agreed  to  without 
division. 

Mr.  Hayne  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
striking  out  from  the  following  clause :  "  On  an- 
vils and  anchors,  two  cents  per  pound,"  the  words 
ttoo  cents  per  pound^  in  order  to  insert,  in  lieu  of 
the  specific  duty,  an  ad  valorem  duty.  Remarks 
were  made  upon  this  motion  by  Messrs.  Hayne, 
DicKERSON,  and  Mills.  The  amendment  was 
not  agreed  to. 

A  motion  was  then  made  for  adjournment,  which 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  by  the  casting  vote 
of  the  Chair  ;  and  the  Senate  adjourned  till  to- 
morrow. 


Saturday,  May  8. 

The  President  communicated  a  letter  from 
the  Postmaster  General,  transmitting  a  list  of  the 
contracts  made  by  ihat  department  during  the 
past  year  ;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  were  referred 
the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  ad- 
ministrator of  John  B.  Fanning,  deceased,  late  a 
purser  in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States;"  and 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph 
Smith,  of  Alexandria ;"  reported  them  severally 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Josiah  Watson  and  Jane  Watson, 
praying  relief  from  the  Government,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  dependent  and  helples.s  situation  to 
which  they  have  been  reduced,  by  the  death  of 
their  son,  while  in  the  service  of  his  country,  sub- 
mitted a  report :  The  committee  state,  that  the 
petitioners  are  the  parents,  in  very  advanced  life, 
of  the  late  William  Henry  Watson,  an  officer  of 
the  United  States  Navy,  of  great  promise ;  who, 
after  having,  in  a  very  gallant  manner,  inflicted 
on  the   pirates  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  the 


coasts  of  Cuba,  a  merited  and  severe  punishment, 
fell  a  victim,  while  on  duty,  to  the  epidemic  pre- 
vailing on  board  the  ship  of  war  John  Adams,  at 
Thompson's  Lland,  in  the  autumn  cf  the  last 
year;  that  the  petitioners  are  not  only  very  at^ed, 
but  are  in  narrow  circumstances;  and  were  de- 
pendent U|)on  their  deceased  and  lamented  son, 
tor  the  principal  part  of  their  support;  and  that 
their  case  presents  a  strong  claim  upon  the  sym- 
pathy, if  not  upon  the  justice,  of  the  Government. 
But  the  sense  of  Congress,  on  the  inexpediency 
of  extending  pension  allowances,  or  pecuniary 
grants,  to  cases ~oT*thi^  description,  having  been 
too  distinctly,  and  repeatedly,  expressed,  to  be 
misunderstood,  the  committee  ask  to  be  discharged 
Irom  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject ;  and 
recommend  that  the  petitioners  have  leave  to  with- 
draw their  petition,  and  the  papers  accompanying 
the  same. 

The  report  was  read  and  concurred  in  by  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  same 
committee,  to  whom  was  referred  two  resolutions 
of  the  Senate,  the  one  respecting  the  establish- 
ment of  a  navy  yard  for  small  vessels  at  Charles- 
ton, South  Carolina,  and  the  other  respecting  the 
expediency  of  establishing  a  naval  depot  at  I'en- 
sacola,  reported  a  bill  "to  authorize  the  further 
examination  and  surveys  of  the  harbor  of  Charles- 
ton, and  coast  of  Florida,"  together  with  sundry 
documents  relating  to  the  subject.  The  bill  was 
read  twice. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bJ|  entitled  "An  act  to 
authorize  the  issuing  of  a  r(|ftster  for  the  schooner 
Five  Sisters,'-  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  H.  Johnson  presented  the  petition  of  W. 
W.  Montgomery,  and  others,  of  the  city  of  New 
Orleans,  praying  the  sale  of  certain  lots  in  said 
city,  for  the  purpose  of  building  an  exchange ;. 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  RuGGLEs,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,, 
to  whom  were  referred  the  bill  entitled  "An  act 
to  amend  an  act  supplemental  to  an  act  entitled 
•An  act  to  carry  into  effect  the  ninth  article  of  a 
treaty  concluded  between  the  United  States  and 
Spain,  the  22d  day  of  February,  1819,'  approved 
the  third  of  March,  1823;''  and  the  bill  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Blean  ;"  reported 
them  severally  without  amendment. 

Mr.  J.  S.  Johnston  presented  the  petition  of 
James  Fort  Muse,  of  Louisiana,  praying  a  grant 
of  land  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  mills  thereon  ; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 

The  bill  yesterday  brought  up  for  concurrence 
was  read  twice,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill 
entitled  "An  act  altering  the  times  of  holding  the 
courts  in  the  District  of^Columbia  ;"  and  concur- 
red therein. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motioa 
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of  the  6th  instant,  to  print  a  number  of  copies  of 
the  tariff  bill,  to  be  distributed  among  the  people 
of  the  United  States;  and,  on  motion,  it  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion 
of  yesterday,  requesting  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
,   lay  before  the  Senate  a  list  of  the  names  and  an- 
nual pay- of  all  the  public  pensioners;  and,  on 
motion,  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  have  passed  a  bill 
entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  creation  of  a 
stock,  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  five  millions  of 
dollars,  to  provide  for  the  awards  of  the  commis- 
sioners under  the  treaty  with  Spain,  of  the  22d 
of  February,  1819;"  in  which  they  request  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

THE    TARIFF. 

The  unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  being  the 
further  consideration  of  the  mil  frorn  the  other 
House,  "  to  amend  the  several  acts  for  imposing 
duties  on  imports,"  was  resumed,  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole;  Mr.  Eaton  was  called  to  the  chair. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to  amend 
the  bill,  by  striking  out  the  following  line:  "On  ' 
Chinese  cassia,  ten  cents  per  pound."     The  amend-  , 
ment  was  carried. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  then  moved  to  I 
amend  the  bill,  by  inserting  the  following  line:  ] 
"on  ginger,  two  cents  per  pound."  Mr.  L.  stated  | 
the  reasons  which  induced  him  to  propose  this  I 
amendment.     It  was  carried.  ! 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  further  to  j 
amend  the  bill,  by  striking  out  from  the  following  i 
clause:  "On  printing,  copper  plate,  and  stainer's  i 
paper,  ten  cents  per  pound,"  the  words  "  copper 
plate."     Mr.  Lloyd  stated  that  his  object  was  to  j 
relieve  an  establishment  for  making  charts,  belong-  : 
ing  to  a  celebrated  nautical  gentleman  (Mr.  Blunt, 
of  New  York,)  from  a  very  onerous,  oppressive,  i 
and    unnecessary  tax,  which   the  proposed    duty  : 
on  copper  plate  paper  would  impose  upon  him.  ! 
Messrs.  Lanman,  Lowrie,  Dickerson,  and  Find-  ' 
LAY,  opposed  this  amendment.     Mr.  Hayne  read  I 
some  statements,  to  show  the  oppressive  operation 
of  the  duties   imposed    by  this   bill,  upon    paper 
generally.     The  question  was  then  put,  and  the 
amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Hayne  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  ' 
striking  out  from  the  following  clause:  "On  folio  ' 
and  quarto  post  paper,  of  all  kinds,  twenty  cents  j 
per  pound,"  the  word  "  twenty,"  and  insert,  in  lieu  j 
of  it,  the  word  fi/Uen.  This  motion  was  supported  j 
by  the  mover  and  by  Mr.  Smith,  and  opposed  | 
by  Mr.  Dickerson.  The  amendment  was  not  | 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Branch  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  stri- 
king out  the  followiog  lines: 

"  On  cutting  knives,  twenty-five  cents  each  ; 

On  scythes,  twenty  cents  each  ; 

On  sickles  and  reaping  books,  twelve  cents  each  ; 

On  spades  and  shovels,  of  iron  or  steel,  twentv  eents 
each." 

This  amendment  was  supported  by  the  mover, 
by   Messrs.    S.mith,   Lloyd,  of  Masis.,   Hayne, 


Holmes,  of  Maine,  Lloyd,  of  Maryland,  Taylor, 
of  Virginia,  Mills,  and  Barbour;  and  opposed 
by  Messrs.  Lo\iRiE,  Dickerson,  Findlay,  Brown, 
D'WoLF,  and  Lanman.  This  discussion  involved 
the  general  propriety  and  expediency  of  levying 
specific  duties  on  articles  which  vary  much  ia 
quality  and  in  cost. 

Mr.  Branch  consented  to  vary  his  motion,  so 
as  to  strike  out  the  specific  duties  proposed  on  these 
articles,  and  insert,  in  lieu  thereof,  a  duty  of  thirty 
per  centum  ad  valorem.  The  question  was  put 
upon  the  motion,  as  modified  ;  and  it  was  decided 
in  the  affirmative — yeas  31,  nays  16,  as  follows: 

Ykas — Messrs.  Barbour,  Benton.  Branch,  Clayton, 
Eaton,  Elliott,  Gaillard,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Maine, 
Holmes  of  Mississippi,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 
Henry  Johnson,  J.  8.  Johnston,  Kelly,  King  of  Ala- 
bama, King  of  New  York,  Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Lloyd 
of  Masfiachusetts,  Mcllvaine,  Macon,  Mills,  Parrott, 
Smith.  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Taylor  of  Virginia, 
Van  Buren,  Van  Dyke,  Ware,  and  Williams. 

Nats — .Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Brown,  Chandler^ 
D'Wolf,  Dickerson,  Edwards,  Findlay,  Knight,  Lan- 
man, Lowrie,  Noblu,  Palmer,  Ruggles,  Seymour,  and 
Thomas. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to  strike 
out  the  words  in  the  first  section,  "  On  screws  of 
iron,  weighing  twenty-five  pounds,  or  upwards, 
eight  cents  per  pound  ;  on  screws  of  iron,  for  wood, 
called  wood  screws,  not  exceeding  one  inch  in 
length,  eight  cents  per  groce ;  over  one  inch,  and 
not  exceeding  two  inches  in  length,  fourteen  cents 
per  groce ;  over  two  inches  in  length,  twenty  cents 
per  groce  ;"  and  insert,  "  On  screws  of  Iron,  weigh- 
ing twenty-five  pounds,  or  upwards,  thirty  per 
centum  ad  valorem ;  on  screws  of  iron,  for  wood, 
called  wood  screws,  thirty  per  centum  ad  valorem." 
It  was  determined  in  lUeaffirmative — yeas  26,  nays 
21,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Barbou',  Benton,  Branch,  Clayton, 
Elliott,  Uaillard,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes  of 
Mississippi,  Jackson,  Henry  Johnson,  J.  S.  Johnston, 
Kelly,  King  of  .Alabama,  King  of  New  York,  Lloyd  of 
Maryland,  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  Macon,  Mills,  Par- 
rott, Smith,  Taylor  of  V^irginia,  Van  Dyke,  Ware,  and 
Williams. 

Xats — Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Brown,  Chandler, 
D'Wolf,  Dickerson,  Edwards,  Findlay,  Johnson  of 
Kentucky,  Knight,  Lanman,  Lowrie,  Mcllvaine,  Noble, 
Palmer,  Ruggles,  Seymour,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indians, 
Thomas  and  Van  Buren. 

So  the  Senate  decided  that  an  ad  valorem  duty 
of  thirty  per  centum  should  be  imposed  by  the  bill, 
on  the.se  articles,  instead  of  the  specific  duty  in  the 
bill,  as  it  came  from  the  other  House. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Ma.s.sachusetts,  then  moved  to 
amend  the  bill,  by  striking  out  the  specific  duty,  of 
ten  cents  per  pound,  "on  all  vessels  of  copper," 
and  inserting  a  duty  of  thirty-five  per  cent,  ad  val- 
orem. This  motion  was  negatived  by  the  casting 
vote  of  the  Chair. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  the 
proposed  duty  on  black  lead  pencils,  was  changed 
from  a  specific  duty  of  pne  dollar  and  fifty  cents 
per  groce,  to  an  ad  valofem  duly  of  forty  per  cent. 

Mr.  Lowrie  then  moved  lo  amend  the  following 
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clause  of  the  bill:  "On  all  wares  of  cut  glass,  not  a?  a  raw  material,  essential  to  the  formation  of 
specified,  three  cents  per  pound,  and,  in  addition  the  mind,  the  morals,  and  the  character  of  the 
thereto,  an  ad  valorem  dutjr  of  thirty  per  centum,"  |  people  ;  and  which  should  be  introduced  free  of 
by  raising  the  duty  on  the  pound,  from  three  to  six  j  duty.  Mr.  H.  also  strongly  objected  to  the  duty 
cents.  Mr.  Lowrie  explained  the  reasons  of  his  j  on  books  by  the  pound.  The  value  of  a  book,  he 
motion,  and  Messrs.  LLOvn,  of  Massachusetts,  I  thought,  did  not  depend  on  its  weight.  He  com- 
Smith,  Talbot,  and  Hayne,  made  some  remarks  I  pared  this  method  of  estimating  books  to  that 
upon  it.     The  question  on  the  amendment  was  |  mentioned   in    Knickerbocker's  History  of  New 


then  put,  and  decided  in  the  negative — 17  to  26 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lloyo,  of  Massachusetts,  the 
duty  on  "Venetian  carpeting"  was  reduced  f^rom 
fifty  cents  to  twenty-five  cents  per  square  yard. 
Mr.  DiCKERsoN  moved  to  amend  the  bill  so  as 


York,  where  the  Dutch  Governor  settled  mercan- 
tile transactions  by  weighing  the  merchants'  books 
of  account  in  scales. 

This  amendment  was  also  supported  by  Mr. 
Mills,  and  opposed   by  Mr.  Dickerso.n.     The 


to  raise  the  duty  on  all  books  printed  in  the  Greek  I  question  upon  adopting  it  was  then  put,  and 
and  Latin  languages  from  four  cents  per  volume  j  carried  in  the  af&rmative — yeas  25,  nays  22,  as 
to  eighteen  and  an  half  cents  per  pound,  when  j  follows: 

bound;  and  sixteen  and  an  halt"  cents  per  pound  I  Yias— Messrs.  Barbour,  Barton.  Benton.  Branch, 
when  in  sheets  or  boards.  Upon  this  proposition  Clayton,  Eaton,  Elliott,  Gaillard,  Hayne,  Holmen  of 
remarks  were  made  by  the  mover,  and  by  Messrs.  i  Maine,  Holmes  of  Mississippi,  Henry  Johnson,  Josiah 
Barbour,    Smith,   Holmes,    of  Maine,    Mills,  !  8.  Johnston,    Kelly,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New 


Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts.  Edwards,  Lowrie,  and 
Hayne. 

Mr.  Hayne  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
striking  out  the  amount  of  duty  per  pound,  with  a 
view  to  insert  an  ad  valorem  duty.  This  was  not 
agreed  to. 


York,  Lloyd  of  .Maryland,  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts, 
Macon,  Mills,  Smith,  Taylor  of  Virginia,  Van  Dyke, 
Ware,  and  Williams. 

Nats— Measrs.  Bell.  Brown,  Chandler,  D'Wolf. 
Dickerson,  Edwards,  Findlay,  Jackvon,  Johnson  of 
Kentucky,  Knight,  Lanman,  Lowrie,  Mcllvsine,  No- 


The  question  was  then  put  upon  Mr.  Dicker-  :  hie.  Palmer,  Parrott,  Ruggle*.  Seymour,  Talbot,  T«y 


son's  amendment,  and  decided  in  the  negativ 
yeas  22,  nays  25. 

Yeas — Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Benton,  Brown,  Chan- 
dler,  D'Wolf,  Dickerson,   Eaton,  Edwards,    Findlay, 
Holmes  of   Maine,  Knight,    Lanman,   Lowrie,    Mcll- 
vaine.  Noble,  Palmer,  Ruggles,  Seymour,  Talbot,  Tay- 
lor, of  Indiana,  and  Thomas. 

Nats — Meaanu  Barbour,  Branch,  Clayton,  Elliott, 
GailJard,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Mississippi,  Jackson,  John- 
son of  Kentucky,  Henry  Johnson,  J.  8.  Johnston,  Kelly, 
King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New  York,  Lloyd  of  Mary- 
land, Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  Macon,  Mills,  Parrott, 
Smith,  Taylor  of  Virginia,  Van  Buren,  Van  Dyke, 
Ware,  nnd  Williamf^ 

Mr.  Hayne  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
stiking  out  the  duty  of  thirty-seven  and-a-half 

cents   per   pound   on    books,    when    bound;   and  |  EU'ott,  Gaillard,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  .Mississippi,  Henry 
thirty-three  cents  per  pound  on   books,  when  in  j  Johnson,  Josiah  S.  Johnston,  Kelly.  King  of  Alabama, 


lor  of  Indiana,  Thomas,  and  Van  Buren. 

Mr.  Dickerson  moved  to  fill  the  blank  in  the 
amendment  which  had  just  been  adopted,  with 
"twenty,''  so  as  to  make  the  duty  twenty  per 
centum  ad  valorem.     This  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Seymour  then  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with 
"twenty-five,"  so  as  to  make  the  duty  twenty-five 
per  centum  ad  valorem.  This  was  carried — yeas 
24,  nays  23,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Brown,  Chandler, 
D'Wolf,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Findlay,  Holmes 
of  Maine,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Knight, 
Lanman,  Lowrie,  Mcllvaine,  Noble,  Palmer,  Ruggles, 
Seymour,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Thomas,  and 
Van  Buren. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barbour,  Benton,  Branch,  Clayton, 


boards  or  sheets,  and  to  insert  a  dutv  "of per 

centum  ad  valorem''''  in  lieu  thereof^  Mr.  H.  sta-  j 
led  that  his  object  in  making  this  motion  was,  in  ; 
the  first  place,  to  get  rid  of  this  singular  duty  on  j 
books  by  the  pound,  and,  in  the  second  place,  to 
substitute  a  very  moderate  duty  (one  not  exceed- 
ing the  present  duty  of  fifteen  per  cent.)  in  liei  of 
the  proposed  duty,  which  he  considered  as  equal 
to  forty  per  cent,  at  least.  Mr.  H.  contended  that 
the  duty  on  books  ought  to  be  such  as  to  encour- 
age the  importation  of  foreign  works,  nnd  that, 
with  respect  to  books  in  general  use,  it  is  well 
known  that  the  American  bookseller  could  not 
only  enter  into  competition  with  books  printed 
abroad,  but  had  almost  excluded  them  from  the 
market.  But  there  was  a  class  of  books  of  sci- 
ence, not  generally  read,  though  very  important 
to  professional  and  scientific  men.  which  were 
not  generally  republished  in  this  country.  No 
obstacle  should  be  interposed  to  prevent  the  intro- 
duction of  such  books.     Mr.  H.  considered  books 


King  of  New  York,  Lloyd  oi  Maryland,  Lloyd  of 
Massachusetts,  Macon,  Mills,  Parrott,  Smith,  Taylor 
of  Virginia,  Van  Dyke,  Ware,  and  Williams. 

So  the  duly  on  all  books  was  fixed,  in  the  bill, 
at  twenty-five  per  centum  ad  valorr/n. 

Mr.  Smith  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  except- 
ing "cambrics  and  lawns  made  of  flax,"  from  the 
duty  of  twenty-five  per  cent,  imposed,  by  the  bill, 
upon  all  manufactures  of  cotton,  silk,  flax,  or 
hemp.  Mr.  S.  communicated  to  the  Senate  some 
statements  in  support  of  his  motion.  The  amend- 
ment was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  so  as  to  except  "laces  made  of  flax  or 
cotton,"  from  the  duty  proposed  in  the  bill.  This 
was  not  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Barbocr,  the  bill  was  laid 
upon  the  table;  and  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the 
consideration  of  Executive  business;  and,  imme- 
diately after  the  doors  were  opened,  adjourned  till 
Monday. 


May,  1S24. 
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Monday,  May  10. 
The  following  Message  was  received,  on  the  8th 
instant,   from  the   President   of   the    United 
States : 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  State*  .• 

I  communicate,  herewith,  to  the  Senate,  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  the  documenU  rela- 
ting to  the  present  state  of  the  commercial  intercourse 
between  the  United  States  and  Portugal,  requested  by 
the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  I.3lh  ult. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

WASHiweTOH,  May  7,  1824. 

The  Message  and  report  were  read,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  life  Senate. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  on  the  petition  of  John  S. 
Stiles,  executor  of  George  Utiles;  which  was 
read. 

Mr.  McIlvaine,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Cleveland,  jr.,"  reported 
it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Bell,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to 
whom  were  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Peter  Yandes ;'  and  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  J.  M.  C.  Montgomery ;" 
reported  them,  severally,  without  amendment. 

The  bill  from  the  other  House  "  to  authorize 
the  creation  of  stock,  not  exceeding  five  millions 
of  dollars,  to  provide  for  the  awards  of  the  Com- 
missioners under  the  treaty  with  Spain,"  was 
twice  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Noble,  the  Senate  resumed 
the  motion  of  the  7th  instant,  requiring  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  to  lay  before  the  Senate  the  names 
and  annual  pay  of  all  public  pensioners,  and 
agreed  thereto. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  confer  certain  powers 
on  the  Levy  Court  of  the  county  of  Alexandria, 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses;"  and  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize 
the  President  of  the  United  Slates  to  enter  into 
certain  negotiations  relative  to  lands  located  under 
Virginia  Military  Land  Warrants,  lying  between 
Ludlow's  and  Roberts's  lines,  in  the  State  of 
Ohio;"  in  which  they  request  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  bill  further  to  regulate 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Uni- 
ted States ;  and,  on  motion,  it  was  laid  on  the 
Uble. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  bill  further  to  amend 
the  judicial  system  of  the  United  States,  and  pro- 
Tide  for  holding  the  circuit  courts;  and,  on  mo- 
tion, it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  authorizing  an  exam- 
ination of  ihe  harbor  of  Charleston,  in  South  Car- 
olina and  of  the  coast  of  Florida  ;  and,  on  motion, 
it  was  posti>oned  till  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  establish  a  Surveyor  Greneral's 


office  in  the  Territory  of  Arkansas  ;  and,  on  mo- 
tion, it  was  postponed  to  Thursday  next. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
supplementary  to  the  act  to  incorporate  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  City  of  Washington,"  passed  the  15th 
of  May,  1820 ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Eaton,  it 
was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  to  provide  for  the 
punishment  of  certain  crimes,  when  committed  in 
any  navy  yard,  fort,  arsenal,  magazine,  dock, 
lighthouse,  tract  of  land,  or  other  place  belong- 
ing to  the  United  States  ;  and,  on  motion,  it  was 
ordered  that  it  be  postponed  to  Wednesday  next. 

The  bill  "in  addition  to  an  act  establishing 
navy  hospitals"  was  taken  up  for  consideration  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole.  Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, explained  the  objects  of  the  bill.  The 
bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without  amend- 
ment, and  passed  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the 
third  time. 

The  resolution  reported  by  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary,  authorizing  the  purchase  of  six 
hundred  and  fifty  copies  of  Way  &  Gideon's  edi- 
tion of  the  Journals  of  the  Old  Congre&s,  from 
1774  to  1788,  for  the  use  of  Congress,  was  taken 
up  for  consideration  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
Mr.  Johnson  of  Kentucky  spoke  m  favor  of,  and 
Mr.  Dickerson  opposed  it.  Mr.  Lowrie  moved 
to  amend  the  resolution  by  striking  out  six  hun- 
dred aivd  fifty,  and  inserting  three  hundred.  Mr. 
Taylor,  of  Virginia,  advocated  the  passage  of 
the  resolution.  The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
Some  remarks  were  made  upon  the  resolution  as 
to  the  quality  of  this  edition  and  the  distribution 
of  the  copies  by  Messrs.  King  of  New  York,  Van 
Bcren,  Elliott,  Smith,  Eaton,  Holmes  of  Me., 
Hayne,  and  Lanman.  The  resolution  was  then 
reported  to  the  Senate  as  amended,  and  passed  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  bill  "relative  to  the  Patent  Office,  and  to 
the  salary  of  the  Superintendent  thereof,"  was 
next  taken  up,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  This 
bill  provides  that  the  Patent  Office  shall  remain, 
as  now,  attached  to  the  Department  of  State,  and 
that  the  Superintendent  shall  receive  a  salary  of 
two  thousand  dollars  per  annum,  as  a  compensa- 
tion for  his  services.  The  passage  of  the  bill  was 
advocated  by  Messrs.  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Tal- 
bot, and  Smith  ;  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Low- 
rie, Chandler,  and  Taylor  of  Virginia.  The 
bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  passed  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
"  providing  for  the  appointment  of  an  Indian  agent 
for  the  Osage  Indians  west  of  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri and  Territory  of  Arkansas,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," was  then  taken  up  for  consideration,  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole.  Mr.  Benton  explained 
the  objects  of  the  bill.  It  was  then  reported  to 
the  Senate  without  amendment,  and  passed  to  a 
third  reading. 

The  bill  "  to  authorize  the  President  to  bold  a 
treaty  with  the  Indians  owning  the  country  on 
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the  south  side  of  Lake  Superior,  for  the  purpose 
of  extinguishing  their  title  to  certain  districts, 
supposed  to  contain  valuable  mines  of  copper," 
was  then  taken  up.  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  made  some  remarks  on 
the  subject,  and  concluded  by  moving  the  indefi- 
nite postponement  of  the  bill.  Mr.  Benton  re- 
plied brieHy  to  Mr.  King,  and  moved  that  the  bill 
be  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  The  latter  course 
was  agreed  to. 

ALEXANDER  McNAIR. 

The  bill  reported  by- the  Committee  on  Claims 
in  the  Senate,  "for  the  relief  of  Alexander  Mc- 
Nair,"  was  next  taken  up,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole.  Mr.  Rcggles  stated  the  nature  of  this 
claim.  It  was  for  property  destroyed,  in  conse- 
quence of  Its  being  occupied  by  the  United  States 
troops ;  for  services  performed  for  the  Govern- 
ment ;  and  for  interest  paid  on  moneys  borrowed 
for  the  service  of  the  Government.  Mr.  Chan- 
dler moved  to  strike  out  the  second  section  of  the 
bill,  which  provides  payment  for  the  services  ren- 
dered by  Gov.  McNair,  and  for  interest.  Messrs. 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Lan.man,  and  Benton, 
opposed  the  motion  to  strike  out.  The  question 
on  striking  out  the  second  section  was  decided  in 
tlie  negative — yeas  5,  nays  33,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Chandler,  Clayton,  Macon,  Palmer, 
and  Taylor  of  Virginia. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barbour,  Barton,  Bell,  Benton, 
Brown,  D'Wolf,  Dickerson,  Edwards,  Elliott,  Find- 
lay,  Gaillard,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes  of 
Mississippi,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Henry 
Johnson,  Josiah  S.Johnston,  Kelly,  King  of  Alabama, 
Knight,  Lanman,  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  Lowrie, 
Mclivaine,  Mills,  Ruggles,  Seymour,  Smith,  Talbot, 
Thomas,  Van  Dyke,  and  Williams. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  and 
passed  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

THE  TARIFF. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lowrie,  the  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives,  '•  to  amend  the  several 
acts  imposing  duties  on  imf)orts,"  was  again  taken 
up  for  consideration,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Dickerson  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
striking  out  the  fourth  section,  which  provides  for 
the  allowance  of  the  drawback  on  '*  plain  silk  and 
'  nankeen  cloths,  imported  in  American  vessels 
'  from  beyond  the  Cape  of  Grood  Hope,  although 
'  the  said  cloths,  before  the  exportation  thereof, 
'  shall  have  been  colored,  printed,  stained,  dyed, 
'  stamped,  or  painted,  in  the  United  States."' 

This  amendment  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  King, 
of  New  York,  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  D'Wolf, 
and  S.MiTH,  and  supported  by  the  mover  and  Mr. 

FiNDLAY. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  made  some  remarks  in 
relation  to  the  distinction  made  between  the  silks 
from  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  those 
of  France,  to  which  Mr.  Lloyd  replied. 

Mr.  Smith  moved  to  amend  this  section  by 
making  it  include  all  plain  silks.  This  was  not 
agreed  to. 


I  Mr.  Lowrie  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking 
j  out  the  words,  "and  nankeen  cloths  imported  in 
!  American  vessels  from  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good 

Hope.'     This  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the 

section  now  reads : 

"  That  the  drawback  allowed  by  law  on  plain  silk 
shall  be  allowed,  although  the  said  cloths,  before  the 
exportation  thereof,  shall  have  been  colored,  printed, 
stained,  dyed,  stamped,  or  painted,  in  the  United 
States,"  <kc. 

This  section,  as  amended,  was  advocated  by 
Messrs.  Lowrie  and  D'Wolf,  and  opposed  by 
Mr.  Dickerson. 

j  The  question  on  striking  out  the  whole  section 
was  then   put,  and  carried  in  the  affirmative — 

I  yeas  20,  nays  21,  as  follows: 

j        Ykas — Messrs.    Barton,    Bell,     Benton,    Branch, 

I  Brown,  Chandler,  Dickerson.  Eaton,  Edwards,  Find- 
lay,  Holmeii  of  Maine,  Hulmes  of  Mississippi,  Jackson, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Josiah  8.   Johnston,  King  of 

'  Alabama,  Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Noble,  Palmer,  Parrott, 

;  Ruggles,    TaU)ot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Taylor  of  Vir- 

^  ginia.  Ware  and  Williams. 

I  Nai9— Messrs.  Barbour,  Clayton,  D'Wolf,  Elliott, 
Gaillard,  Hayne,  Henry  Johnson,  Kelly,  King  of  New 
York,  Knight,  Lanman,  LIuyd  of  Massachusetts,  Low- 

'  rie,  Mclivaine,  -Macon,  Mills,  Seymour,  Smith,  Thom- 

!  as,  Van  Buren,  and  Van  Dyke. 

!      So  the  section,  providing   for  the  allowance 

I  of    drawback   on    tne   exportation    of  silks   and 

nankeens,  when  colored,  printed,  stained,  dyed, 

stamped,  or  painted,  in  this  country,  was  stricken 

out. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  moved  to  amend  the 
[  bill,  by  inserting  the  following  : 

"  On  all  manufactures  of  silk,  or  of  which  silk  shall 
<  be  a  component   material,  coming  from   beyond   the 

'  Cape  of  Uootl   Hope,  a  duty  of per  centum   ad 

I  valorem. 

j       On  all  other  manufactures  of  silk  or  of  which  silk 

j  shall  be  a  component  material,  a  duty  of  per 

centum  ad  valorem." 

Mr.  Holmes  stated  that  his  object  in  moving 
this  amendment  was  to  ascertain  whether  the 
Senate  was  willing  to  make  a  discrimination  be- 
;  tween  the  silks  of  France,  and  those  of  India. 
The  former  country,  he  said,  took  a  considerable 
amount  of  articles  of  the  production  of  this  coun- 
try ;  and  he  thought  we  ought  to  discriminate  in 
favor  of  her  silks. 

Messrs.  Talbot,  King  of  New  York,  Lloyd 
of  Massachusetts,  Hayne,  and  S.mith,  made  some 
remarks  upon  the  proposed  amendment. 

Mr.  Talbot  moved  to  fill  the  blank  in  the  first 
amendment  with  "  thirty,"'  so  as  to  make  the  duty 
on  India  silks  thirty  per  cent.  This  was  supported 
by  Mr.  Talbot,  and  opposed  by  Mr.  Lloyd  of 
Massachusetts.     It  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  first  blank  was  then  filled  with  "twenty- 
five  ;"  and  the  second  with  "  twenty." 

The  question  was  then  upon  adopting  the 
amendment  with  the  blanks  thus  filled.  Mr  Low- 
rie opposed,  and  Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  sup- 
ported it.  The  amendment  was  agreed  to,  by 
I  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows  : 


Proceedings. 
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Ybas— MeMra.  Barbour,  Benton,  Branch.  Brown, 
Chandler,  Clayton,  Dickerson,  Elliott,  Gaillard,  Hayne, 
Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes  of  Mississippi,  Johnson  of 
Kentucky,  H.  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  J.  S.  Johnston  of 
Louisiana,  Kelly,  King  of  Alabama,  Lloyd  of  Mary- 
land Mclivaine.  Macon,  Ruggles,  Smith,  Talbot,  Tay- 
lor of  Indiana.  Taylor  of  Virginia,  Thomas,  Van  Dyke, 
Ware,  and  Williams— 29. 

Nat»— Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  D'Wolf.  Eaton,  Ed- 
wards,  Findlay,  Jackson,  King  of  New  York.  Knight, 
Lanman,  Lloyd  of  .Massachusetts,  Lowrie,  Mills,  No- 
ble, Palmer,  Parrolt,  Seymour,  and  Van  Buren— 18. 

So  the  Senate  agreed  to  insert  a  discriminating 
duty  of  five  per  cent,  between  the  silks  of  Fcance 
and  those  of  India,  in  favor  of  the  former.  The 
eflfect  of  this  amendment  is,  to  reduce  the  duty  on 
all  other  silks,  except  those  of  India,  five  per  cent, 
lower  than  proposed  by  the  bill  as  it  came  from 
the  House  of  Representatives. 

Mr.  Smith  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  insert- 
ing the  following  clause :  "  On  morocco  skins, 
thirty  per  centum  ad  valorem."  This  amendment 
was  not  agreed  to. 

.Mr.  Taylor,  of  Virginia,  then  moved  to  amend 
the  bill,  by  striking  out  the  following  lines  : 

"  On  wheat,  twenty-five  cents  per  bushel ; 

On  wheat-flour,  fifty  cents  per  hundred  weight ; 

On  potatoes,  ten  cenU  per  bushel." 

This  proposition  to  amend  was  discussed  by 
the  mover,  and  by  Messrs.  Barbodr,  Johnson  of 
Kentucky,  Dickerson,  Smith,  D'Wolf,  Lloyd 
of  Maryland,  and  Findlay. 

Mr.  Smith  called  for  a  division  of  the  question  ; 
he  wished  to  have  the  question  on  striking  out 
the  duty  on  potatoes,  taken  separately. 

The  question  was  then  put  upon  striking  out 
the  proposed  duties  on  "  wheat  and  wheat-flour." 
It  was  decided  in  the  negative,  by  yeas  and  navs 
as  follows :  '   ' 

Yais— Messrs.  Barbour,  Branch,  Elliot,  Gaillard, 
Hayne,  Holmes  of  Mississippi,  H.  Johnson  of  Louis- 
iana, J.  S,  Johnston  of  Louisiana,  Kelly,  King  of  Ala- 
bama, King  of  New  Vork,  Lloyd  of  .Massachui^etts, 
Macon,  Mills,  Parrott,  Smith,  Taylor  of  Virginia' 
Ware,  and  Williams — 19. 

Nats— Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Benton,  Brown, 
Chandler,  Clayton,  D'Wolf.  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Ed- 
wards, Findlay,  Holmea  of  Maine,  Jackson,  Johnson 
of  Kentucky,  Knight,  Lanman,  Lloyd  of  Maryland, 
Lowrie,  Mclivaine,  Noble,  Palmer,  Ruggles,  Seymour,' 
Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Thomas,  Van  Buren,  and 
Van  Dyke— 28. 

So  the  Senate  refused  to  strike  out  the  proposed 
duty  on  wheat  and  wheat-flour. 

The  question  was  then  upon  striking  out  the 
proposed  dui^  of  ten  cents  per  bushel  upon  pota- 
toes. Mr.  Taylor,  of  Virginia,  submitted  this 
amendment,  and  Mr.  D'Wolf  opposed  it.  It 
was  rejected,  yeas  15,  nays  32,  as  follows : 

YiAS— Messrs.  Barbour,  Branch,  EMiott,  Gaillard, 
Hayne,  Holmes  of  Mississippi,  Henry  Johnson,  Jo- 
siah S.  Johnston,  Kelly,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of 
New  York,  Macon,  Taylor  of  Virginia,  Ware,  and 
Williams. 

Nats- Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Benton,  Brown, 
Chandler,  Clayton,  D'Wolf,  Dickerson,   Eaton,    Ed- 


wards, Findlay,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Jackson,  Johnson 
of  Kentucky,  Knight,  Lanman,  Lloyd  of  Maryland, 
Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  Lowrie,  Mclivaine,  Mills, 
Noble,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Ruggles,  Seymour,  8mith 
Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Thomas,  Van  Buren,  and 
V  an  Dyke. 

Mr.  Eaton  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
inserting  the  following : 

"On  cotton,  picked  or  ginned,  six  cents  per  pound  ; 
On   cotton,  not  picked  or  ginned,  one  and  a  half 
cents  per  pound." 

Thisamendment  was  opposed  bv Messrs.  Hayne, 
Branch,  Elliott,  and  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 
and  supported  by  the  mover,  and  by  Messrs.  Brown, 
D'Wolf,  and  Smith.  It  was  subsequently  with- 
drawn by  the  mover. 

The  bill,  with  the  several  amendments,  was 
then  reported  from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
to  the  Senate.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Lloyd  of  Mass- 
achusetts, the  bill  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table, 
and  the  amendments  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of 
the  Senate. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


Tuesday,  May  11. 
Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  bill  entitled  "  An  act  further  to  regulate 
the  inspection  of  flour  in  the  county  of  Alexan- 
dria," reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Bell,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill  entitled  ''An  act  for 
the  relief  of  John  Topp,"  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  Van  Buren,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  whom  were  referred  the  bill  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  K.  Carter;"  the 
bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal 
representatives  of  Fry  and  Spalding;"  the  bill 
entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Hugh  M'Cul- 
loch;"  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Mary  H.  Hawkins;"  the  bill  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  the  assignees  and  legal  represen- 
tatives of  John  H.  Piatt;"  and  the  bill  entitled 
"  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Morris  Goldsmith  and 
Anthony  Roderick;"  reported  them,  severally, 
without  amendment. 

The  two  bills,  yesterday  brought  up  from  the 
House  of  Representatives,  for  concurrence,  were 
severally  read  twice,  by  unanimous  consent. 

On  motion,  the  bill  entitled  "  An  act  to  confer 
certain  powers  on  the  levy  court  of  the  county  of 
Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  to  enter  into  certain 
negotiations  relative  to  lands  located  under  Vir- 
ginia military  land  warrants,  lying  between  Lud- 
low's and  Roberts's  lines,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,'* 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  improve  the  navigation 
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of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers  ;"  in  which  they 
request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

THE  TARIFF. 

On  naotioD  of  Mr.  Lowrie,  the  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  "to  amend  the  several 
acts  for  imposing^  duties  on  imports,"  was  taken 
up  for  consideration  in  Senate. 

The  question  was  put,  separately,  upon  con- 
curring in  the  several  amendments  made  m  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  in  the  following  order: 

To  insert — "On  Russia,  Holland,  and  Raven's 
duck,  osnaburgs,  burlaps,  and  ticklenburgs,  a  duty 
of  fifteen  per  centum  ad  valorem."  This  was 
concurred  in  without  division. 

To  except  "  worsted  stuff  goods  and  blankets,"  ,  "e,  Mcllvaine,  Noble,  Palmer,  Rugglea,  Seymour, 
Vrom  the  duty  of  thirty  per  centum  imposed  on  Smith,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Taylor  of  Virginia, 
other  manufactures  of  wool ;  and  subiect  the  ■  Thomaa,  Van  Dyke,  Ware,  and  William., 
same  to  a  duty  of  twenty-five  per  cent.  only.  Mr.)  The  question  then  was  upon  agreeing  to  the 
RcGGLES  moved  to  strike  out  the  word  "blankets"  ,  insertion  of  the  clause,  as  agreed  to  in  Committee 
from  this  exception,  and  supported  his  motion  by  of  the  Whole,  which  makes  a  discrimination  of 
some  remarks  on  the  subject.  Thi.s  motion  was  five  per  cent,  against  silks  from  beyond  the  Cape 
opposed  by  Messrs.  Hayne,  Elliott,  Smith,  and  of  Good  Hope.  This  amendment  was  concurred 
Taylor,  of  Virginia,  and  supported   by  Messrs.    in 


all  silks  subject  to  a  duty  of  twenty  percent,  only. 
This  amendment  was  supported  by  the  mover,  and 
Mr.  Parrott,  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Holmes, 
of  Maine,  Talbot,  Dicicerson,  and  Lowrie. 
This  amendment  was  disagreed  to — yeas  8,  nays 
38,  as  follows : 

Vka9 — Messrs.  Branch,  Clayton,  Hajne,  King  of 
New  York,  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  Macon,  Mills,  and 
Parrott. 

Nays — Messrs.  Barbour,  Barton,  Bell,  Benton, 
Brown,  Chandler,  D'Wolf,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Ed- 
wards, Elliott,  Findlay,  Gaillard,  Holmes  of  Maine, 
Holmes  of  Mississippi,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 
Henry  Johnson,  Josiah  S.  Johnston,  Kelly,  King  of 
Alabama,  Knight,  Lanman,  Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Low< 


Talbot  and  Dickerson.    The  motion  was  lost — 
yeas  23,  nays  24,  as  follows: 

Yka8 — Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Benton,  Brown,  Chan- 
dler. D'Wolf,  Dickerson,  Edwards,  Findlay,  Jackson, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Knight,  Lanman,  Lowrie,  Mcll- 
vaine, Noble,  Palmer.  Ruggles,  Seymour,  Talbot,  Tay- 
lor of  Indiana,  Thomas,  and  Van  Buren. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barbour,  Branch,  Clayton,  Eaton. 


To  reduce  the  minimum  upon  which  the  duties 
on  cotton  cloths  are  to  be  calculated,  from  thirty- 
five  to  thirty  cents  per  square  yard.  This  was 
concurred  in,  without  division. 

To  insert  the  following  proviso:  ^^ Provided, 
also,  that  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  not  ap- 
ply to,  or  be  enforced  against,  importations  of 
goods  from  ports  or  places  eastward  of  the  Cape 

the 


Elliott,  Gaillard,  Hayne.  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes  i  of  Good  Hope,  or  beyond  Cape  Horn,  before 
of  Mississippi,  Henry  Johnson,  Josiah  S.  Johnston,  !  first  of  November  next  ensuing." 
Kelly,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New  York,  Lloyd  of  I  Mr.  Lloyo,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to  amend 
Maryland,  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  Macon,  Mills,  Par-  '  the  proviso  by  striking  out  the  words  "  before  the 
rott,  Smith,  Taylor  of  Virginia,  Van  Dyke,  Ware,  and  first  of  November  next  ensuing,"  and  inserting 
Williams.  j  the  following  ;  "in  American  vessels  which  cleared 

The  exception,  as  made  in  Committee  of  the  '  out  from  the  United  States  before  the  1st  of  March, 
Whole,  was  then  concurred  in.  |  1824,  and  shall  arrive  in  the  United  States  prior 

To  strike  out  the  highest  progressive  duty  from  to  the  first  of  December  next."  Mr.  Lloyd  ex- 
the  section  imposing  duties  on  manufactures  of  plained  the  objects  of  his  amendment;  and  some 
wool,  which  provides  that,  after  the  30ih  day  of  remarks  were  made  upon  the  subject  by  Messrs. 
June,- 1826,  those  manufactures  shall  be  subject  Lowrie,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Smith,  Mills, 
to  a  duty  of  thirty-seven  and  a  half  per  centum  D'Wolf,  King  of  New  York,  and  Eaton.  Mr. 
ad  valorem.  This  was  agreed  .to,  without  divi- 1  Hol.me.^,  of  Maine,  moved  that  the  word  "  No- 
sion.  The  highest  duty  proposed  by  the  bill  on  vember"  only,  be  stricken  out  from  the  proviso, 
woollen  manufactures,  is  thus  left  at  thirty-three  This  was  agreed  to,  and  Mr.  Lloyd  withdrew 
and  one-thir(^  per  centum  ad  valorem.  i  his  amendment.     Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  then 

To  insert  the  following  proviso  to  the  section  moved  that  the  blank,  caused  by  striking  out 
imposing  duties  on  manufactures  of  wool :  "  Pro-  "  November,"  be  filled  with  "  January."  Messrs. 
vided^  That,  on  all  manufactures  of  wool,  orofi  Taylor,  of  Virginia,  and  Chandler,  submitted 
which  wool  shall  be  a  component  part,  the  actual  '  some  observations  in  regard  to  the  proposed  exten- 
talue  of  which,  at  the  place  whence  imported,  j  sion  of  time.  The  amendment  was  carried — yeas 
shall  not  exceed  thirty-three  and  a  third  cents  per  \  24,  nays  22  ;  and  the  proviso,  as  amended,  was 
square  yard,  shall  be  charged  with  a  duty  of  I  concurred  in — yeas  24,  nays  22.  So  the  Senate 
twenty-live  per  centum  ad  valorem.  This  was  :  decided  that  this  act  shall  be  inapplicable  to  im- 
agreed  to.  portaiions  of  goods  from  ports  eastward  of  the 

To  insert  in  the  section  proposing  to  levy  a  duty  '  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  or  beyond  Cape  Horn,  be- 
of  twenty-five  per  cent,  on  all  manufactures  of  fore  the  first  of  January  next  ensuing, 
cotton,  silk,  flax,  or  hemp,  a  clause  subjecting  all  i  To  strike  out,  from  the  section  imposing  duties 
manufactures  of  silk,  coming  from  beyond  the  I  on  unmanufactured  wool,  that  part  which  pro- 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  to  a  duty  of  twenty-five  per  vides  for  the  progressive  duty  on  that  article, 
cent.,  and  all  other  manufactures  of  silk,  to  a  duty  j  over  thirty  per  centum  ad  valorem.  The  bill,  as 
of  twenty  per  cent.  Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Mas*achu-  it  came  from  the  other  House,  provides  for  an 
setts,  moved  to  amend  this  clause  so  as  to  leave    immediate  duty,  on   unmanufactured  wool  of  20 
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per  centum  ad  valorem ;  and  a  progressive  duty 
until  June  1,  1830  ;  after  which,  it  was  to  remain 
at  50  per  cent.  The  Senate,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  limited  the  progressive  duty  to  thirty  per 
cent,  ad  valorem.  The  amendment  was  con- 
curred in. 

To  reduce  the  duty  on  Venetian  carpeting  from 
fifty  cents  to  twenty-five  cents  per  square  yard. 
This  was  concurred  in. 

To  strike  out  the  following  clause:  "On  hemp, 
two  cents  per  pound."  This  amendment  was  di- 
vided, and  the  question  was  taken  on  striking  out 
"  two  cents  per  pound."  This  was  agreed  to  by 
yeas  and  nays,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Barbour,  Bell,  Branch,  Chandler, 
Clayton,  Elliott,  Gaillard,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Maine, 
Holmes  of  Mifsipsippi.  H.  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  J. 
8.  Johnston  of  Louisiana,  Kelly,  King  of  Alabama, 
King  of  New  York,  Knight,  Lloyd  of  Maryland, 
Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  Lowrie,  Macon,  Mills,  Par- 
rott, Seymour,  Smith,  Taylor  of  Virginia,  Thomas, 
Van  Buren,  Van  Dyke,  Ware,  and  Williams — 30. 

Nats — Metsrs.  Barton,  Benton,  Brown,  D'Wolf, 
Dickerson,  Eaton,  FiiHJIay,  Jackson,  Lanman,  Mcll- 
vaine, Noble,  Palmer,  Ruggles,  Talbot,  and  Taylor  of 
Indiana — 46. 

Mr.  Talbot  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with 
"thirty-seven  dollars  per  ton,"  so  as  to  make  the 
clause  read,  "On  hemp,  thirty-seven  dollars  per 
ton."  This  amendment  was  supported  by  the 
mover,  and  by  Messrs.  Eaton  and  Johnson  of 
Kentucky,  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Hol.mes  of 
Maine,  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  Mills,  and 
Barbodr. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  fill  the 
blank  with  "  forty-five  dollars  per  ton."  This 
was  supported  by  the  mover,  and  opposed  by  Mr. 
Noble. 

Mr.  Noble  said  he  would  slate  to  the  Senate 
the  reasons  of  the  vote  which  he  was  about  to 
give  ;  as  it  would  appear,  without  explanation  of 
the  vote,  that  he  refused  to  give  protection  to  the 
growers  of  hemp  in  the  United  States,  and  more 
especially  in  the  /Western  country — the  country 
in  which  he  resided.  He  had  voted  to  retain  in 
the  bill,  as  it  came  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, the  two  cents  per  pound  on  hemp,  equal  to 
forty-four  dollars  and  eighty  cents  per  ton  ;  but 
the  Senate  rejected  it.  In  relation  to  every  arti- 
cle m  the  bill,  the  Senate,  from  the  first  discus- 
sion of  it,  had  been  nearly  equally  divided;  and, 
although  amendment  after  amendment  had  been 
made  to  the  bill,  he  had  no  hesitation  in  saying 
that  some  of  those  who  offered  the  amendments 
intended  to  vote  against  the  entire  bill  on  the 
final  passage.  He  had  set  out  from  the  com- 
mencement to  afford  every  protection  to  the  man- 
ufacturer, and,  in  doing  so,  he  paid  due  regard  to 
the  different  sections  of  the  country,  and  found 
compromise  of  opinion  necessary  for  the  purpose 
of  securing  the  final  passage  of  the  bill.  He  well 
knew  that,  if  the  protection  given  to  the  growers 
of  hemp,  or  duties  laid  on  foreign  hemp,  exceeded 
thirty-five  dollars  per  ton,  which  was  an  increase 
of  five  dollars  on  the  ton,  the  bill  would  be  jeop- 
ardized, and  finally  lost.     He  would,  therefore, 


!  vote  against  the  duties  proposed  by  the  gentleman 
I  from  Kentucky,  as  well  as   the  gentleman  fromi 

Maryland,  and  would  vole  for  the  duly  of  thirty- 
;  five  dollars  per  ton,  as  proposed  by  the  gentleman 

from  Maine.     If  he  could  not  afford  protection  to 
i  every  class,  he  would   to  a  part,  rather  than  to 

give  it  to  none. 

The  motion  made  by  Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Maryland, 
I  was  then  rejected— yeas  6,  nays  40,  as  follows: 
'      Y£A8— Messrs.    Branch,     Johnson    of    Kentuckj, 
I  Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  and 

Taylor  of  Virginia. 

^fATS— Messrs.  Barbour,  Barton,  Bell,  Benton, 
I  Brown,  Chandler,  Clayton,  D'Wolf,  Dickerson,  Ea- 
:  ton,  Edwards,  Elliott,  Findlay,  Gaillard,  Hayn«, 
I  Holmes  of  .Maine,  Holmes  of  Mississippi,  Jackson, 
j  Henry  Johnson,  J.  8.  Johnston,  Kelly,  King  of  Ala- 
I  bama,  King  of  New  York,  Knight,  Lanman,  Lloyd  of 

Massachusetts,  Lowrie,  Macon,  Mills,  Noble,  Palmer, 

Parrott,    Ruggles,    Seymour,    Smith,    Thomas,    Van 

Buren,  Van  Dyke,  W'are,  and  Williams, 

[  The  question  then  recurred  on  Mr.  Talbot's 
motion  to  till  the  blank  with  "  thirty-seven  dollars 
per  ton."  This  was  decided  in  the  negative — 
yeas  19,  nays  27,  as  follows: 

Yeas — .Messrs.  Barton,  Benton,  Branch,  Brown, 
D'Wolf,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Edwards.  Findlay,  Jack- 
son, Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Henry  Johnson,  Josiah  8. 
Johnston,  Lanman,  Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Mcllvaine, 
Rugbies,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  and  Taylor  of 
Virginia. 

Nats— Messrs.  Barbour,  Bell,  Chandler,  Clayton, 
Elliott,  Gaillard,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes  of 
Mississippi,  Kelly,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New 
York,  Knight,  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  Lowrie,  Ma- 
con, .Mills,  Noble,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Seymour,  Smith, 
Thomas,  Van  Buren,  Van  Dyke,  Ware,  and  Williams. 

Mr.  Chandler  ihen  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with 
the  words  "  thirty-five  dollars  per  ton."  The  ques- 
tion on  this  motion  was  determined  in  the  amr&- 
alive — yeas  28,  nays  19,  as  follows  : 

Ykas — Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Benton,  Brown,  Chan- 
dler, D'Wolf,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Edwards,  FindUy, 
Holmes  of  Maine,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 
Henry  Johnson,  Josiah  S.  Johnston,  Knight,  Lanman, 
Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Lowrie,  Mcllvaine,  Noble,  Palmer, 
Ruggles,  Seymour,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Thom- 
as, and  Van  Buren. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barbour,  Branch,  Clayton,  Elliott, 
Gaillard,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Mississippi,  Kelly,  King 
of  Alabama,  King  of  New  York,  Lloyd  of  Massachu- 
setts, Macon,  Mills,  Parrott,  Smith,  Taylor  of  Virginia, 
Van  Dyke,  Ware,  and  Williams. 

The  Senate  then  refused  to  concur  with  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  in  striking  out  the  duly 
on  hemp ;  and  it  now  remains  in  the  bill  at  thirty- 
five  dollars  per  ton. 

To  strike  out  the  following  clause  :  "  On  flax, 
three  cents  per  pound."  This  was  concurred  in, 
without  division. 

To  strike  out  from  the  following  clause,  the 
italicized  words:  On  " cotton  bagging, four-and-a 
half  cents  per  square  yard,  until  Uu  30;A  dayofJune^ 
1825  ;  and  afUncards,  a  duty  of  five-and-a-half  cents 
per  square  yardP  This  was  concurred  in,  without 
a  division. 
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To  strike  out  the  following  clause,  "On  iron, 
in  bars  or  bolts,  not  manufactured,  in  whole  or  in 
part,  by  rolling,  ninety  cents  per  hundred  and 
twelve  pounds."  This  was  not  concurred  in. 
The  yeas  and  nays  were  as  follows 


To  strike  out  the  duty  of  thirty-seven  cents  per 
pound  on  books,  when  bound  ;  and  thirty-three 
cents  per  pound  when  in  sheets  or  boards ;  and 
insert,  in  lieu  thereof,  a  duty  of  twenty-five  per 
centum  ad  valorem.     This  was  not  concurred  in. 


Yka8 — Messrs.  Barbour,  Branch,  Clavton,  Elliott,  i  The  clause  was  amended,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Dick- 


Gaillard,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Mississippi,  H.  Johnson 
of  Louisiana,  J.  S.  Johnston  of  Louisiana,  Kelly,  King 
of  .\labama,  Kini;  of  New  York,  Lloyd  of  Massachu- 
setts, Macon,  Mills,  Parrolt,  Smith,  Taylor  of  Vir- 
ginia, Van  Dyke,  Ware,  and  Williams — 21. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Benton,  Brown, 
Chandler,  D'Wolf,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Find- 
lay,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 
Knight,  Lanman.  Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Lowrie,  .Mc- 
Ilvaine,  Noble,  Palmer,  Ruggles,  Seymour,  Talbot, 
Taylor  of  Indiana,  Thomas,  and  Van  Buren — 26. 

So  the  Senate  disagreed  to  the  amendment  by 
which  the  duty  on  iron  was  stricken  out. 

To  strike  out  the  specific  duties  on  "cutting 
knives,  scythes,  sickles,  and  reaping  hooks,  spades, 
and  shovels,  of  iron  and  steel,  and  iron  screws;" 
and  insert,  in  lieu  of  these  duties,  an  ad  valorem  duty 
of  thirty  per,  centum.  Concurred  in,  without 
division. 

To  strike  out  the  following  line,  "  on  frying 
pans,  four  cents  per  pound  ;"  concurred  in,  with- 
out division. 

To  strike  out  the  specific  duties  on  "  quills," 
and  on  "  slates  and  tiles,  for  building,"  and  insert 
in  lieu  thereof,  a  duty  of  twenty-five  per  centum 
ad  valorem.     Agreed  to  without  division. 

To  strike  out  the  specific  duty  on  "black  lead 
pencils;"  and  insert  in  its  stead  a  duty  of  forty 
per  centum  ad  valorem.  This  was  concurred  in 
without  a  division. 

To  strike  out  the  following  line  :  "  on  tallow, 
four  cents   per   pound."     Mr.   Mills   moved  to 


ERSON,  so  as  to  levy  a  duty  of  thirty  cents  per 
pound  on  books,  when  bound ;  and  twenty-six 
cents  per  pound,  when  in  sheets  or  boards.  In 
this  form,  the  duty  was  retained  in  the  bill. 

To  insert  the  following  exception  :  "  with  the 
exception  of  patent  adhesive  felt,  for  covering 
ships'  bottoms,  which  shall  be  admitted,  free  oT 
duty,  until  June  30th,  1826."  This  was  concurred 
in,  without  division. 

To  strike  out  the  following  clause,  "  on  all  for- 
eign distilled  spirits,  filteen  per  centum  upon  the 
duties  now  imposed  by  law,  and  in  addition  thereto." 
This  amendment  was  agreed  to,  by  yeas  and  nays, 
as  follows : 

YsAS — Messrs.  Barbour,  Bell,  Branch,  Chandler, 
Clayton,  D'Wolf,  Elliott,  Gaillard.  Hayne,  Holmes  of 
Maine,  Holmes  of  Mississippi,  H.  Johnson  of  Louis- 
iana, J.  8.  Johnston  of  Louisiana.  Kelly,  King  of  Al- 
abama, King  of  New  York.  Knight,  Lanman,  Lloyd 
of  Massachusetts.  Lowrie,  Macon,  Mills,  Palmer,  Par- 
rolt, Seymour,  Smith,  Thomas,  Van  Dyke,  Ware,  and 
Wilhams — 30. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barton,  Benton,  Brown,  Dickerson, 
Eaton,  Edwards,  Findlay,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Ken- 
tucky, Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Mcllvaine.  Noble,  Ruggles, 
Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Taylor  of  Virginia,  end 
Van  Buren — 17. 

So  the  Senate  agreed,  in  concurrence  with  the 
Committee  of  the  VV'hole,  to  strike  out  the  proposed 
duty  on  foreign  distilled  spirits. 

To  strikeout  the  fourth  section  of  the  bill,  which 


two."  This  was  supported  by  the  mover, 
and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Dickerson  and  Ruggles. 
The  amendment  was  not  agreed  to  ;  and  the  line 
was  stricken  out,  in  concurrence  with  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

To  insert  the  following  lines :  "  on  oats,  ten 
cents  per  bushel ;  on  prunella  and  other  shoes,  or 
slippers  of  stuff  or  nankeen,  twenty-five  cents  per 
pair ;  on  laced  boots  or  bootees,  one  dollar  and 
fifty  cents  per  pair."  These  insertions  were  sev- 
erally concurred  in  without  division. 

To  strike  out  the  following  lines  :  "on  pepper, 
ten  cents  per  pound  ;  on  Chinese  cassia,  ten  cents 
per  pound;  on  cocoa,  three  cents  per  pound." 
This  was  concurred  in. 

To  insert  the  following  :  "  on  ginger,  two  cents 
per  pound."     This  was  concurred  in. 

To  strike  out  the  following  line  :  "  on  all  other 
raisins,  [except  Muscatel  raisins,  and  raisins  in 
jars  and  boxes.]  three  cents  per  pound."  This 
amendment  was  not  concurred  in. 

To  strike  out  the  tollowinff  lines  :  "on  filberts, 
three  cents  per  pound  ;  on  pine  apples,  two  cents 
each  ;  on  oranges,  fifty  cents  per  hundred  ;  on 
lemons,  twenty-five  cents  per  hundred  ;  on  limes, 
ten  cents  per  hundred  ;  on  glass  beads,  fifty  cents 
per  pound."  These  amendments  were  severally 
concurred  in. 


Mr 

amend  this  line,  by  striking  ouT-YolrTnT Z    F'°''.'^^u  ^V  '^''  allowance  of  the  drawback  al- 

sertmg"two."     This  was  supported  bv  the  mover,    '"^^^^   by  law  on   plain  silk  and  nankeen  cloths, 

°  --  -'«  -  imported  in  American  vessels,  trom   beyond  the 

Cape  of  Good  Hope,  although  the  said  cloths, 
before  the  exportation  thereof,  shall  have  been 
colored,  printed,  stained,  dyed,  stamped,  or  painted, 
in  the  United  States.  This  amendment  was  con- 
curred in,  and  the  section  stricken  out. 

To  strike  out  the  fifth  section  of  the  bill ;  which 
provides  for  the  allowance  of  drawback  of  the 
duties  imposed  by  this  bill,  on  tallow,  when  man- 
ufactured into  soap,  and  exported.  This  amend- 
ment follows  of  course — as  the  proposed  duty  on 
tallow  had  been  stricken  out  by  the  Senate.  The 
amendment  wa.s  concurred  in. 

The  amendments  agreed  to  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  having  been  acted  upon  in  the  Senate — 

Mr.  Dickerson  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill, 
by  inserting  the  following  clause:  "on  all  books, 
printed  in  Latin  or  Greek,  when  bound,  fifteen 
cents  per  pound  ;  when  not  bound,  thirteen  cents 
per  pound."  This  proposition  was  supported  by 
the  mover,  and  was  adopted  by  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Talbot  moved  to  amen^  the  bill,  by  strik- 
ing out  the  following  proviso,  *which  is  attached 
to  that  clause  of  the  bill  which  imposes  duties  on 
unmanufactured  wool: 

"  Provided,  That  gII  wool,  the  actual  vnlue  of  which 
.It  the  place  whence  imported  shall  not    exceed  ton 


i 
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cents  per  pound,  shall  be  charged  with  a  duty  of  fif- 
teen per  centum  ad  valorem,  and  no  more." 

This  motion  was  supported  by  the  mover,  and 
opposed  by  Messrs.  Dickerson  and  Lloyd  of 
Maryland.  The  Senate  refused  to  strike  out  the 
proviso — yeas  11,  nays  35,  as  follows: 

Yeis — Messrs.  Benton,  Branch,  Brown,  Findlay, 
Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Lloyd  of  Maryland, 
Ruggles,  Talliot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  and  Thomas. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barbour,  Barton,  Bell,  Chandler, 
Clayton,  D'Wolf,  Dickerson,  Edwards,  Elliott,  Gail- 
lard, Hayne,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes  of  .Mississippi, 
Henry  Johnson,  Josiah  8.  Johnston,  Kelly,  King  of 
Alabama,  King  of  New  York,  Knight,  Lanman,  Lloyd 
of  Massachusetts,  Lowrie,  Mcllvaine,  .Macon,  Mills, 
Noble,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Seymour,  Smith,  Taylor  of 
Virginia,  Van  Buren,  Van  Dyke.  Ware,  and  Williams. 

Mr.  Macon  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  words 
"On  cotton  bagging,  four  and  a  half  cents  per 
square  yard."  It  was  determined  in  the  affirma- 
tive— yeas  25,  nays  22,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Barbour,  Branch,  Clayton,  Elliott, 
Gaillard,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes  of  Mis- 
■isaippi,  Jackson,  Henry  Johnson,  Josiah  S.  John- 
ston, Kelly,  King  of  Alabama.  King  of  New  York, 
Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Lloyd  of^Massachusetts,  Macon. 
Mills,  Parrott,  Smith,  Taylor  of  Virginia,  Van  Buren, 
Van  Dyke,  Ware,  and  Williams. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Benton,  Brown,  Chan- 
dler, D'Wolf,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Findlay, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Knight,  Lanman,  Lowrie,  Mc- 
llvaine, Noble,  Palmer,  Ruggles,  Seymour,  Talbot, 
Taylor  of  Indiana,  and  Thomas. 

So  the  duty  on  cotton  bagging  was  stricken  out 
entirely. 

Mr.  Macon  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
striking  out  the  following  line:  "On  pimento, 
eight  cents  per  pound."  This  amendment  was 
adopted. 

Mr.  King,  of  IVew  York,  moved  to  amend  the 
bill,  in  the  following  clause:  "On  iron,  in  bars  or 
bolts,  not  manufactured  in  whole  or  in  part  by 
rolling,  ninety  cents  per  one  hundred  and  twelve 
pounds,"  by  striking  out  therefrom  the  words  "by 
rolling."  This  motion  was  advocated  by  the 
mover,  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Dickerson  and 
Lowrie.  Before  any  question  had  been  taken 
upon  it,  at  four  o'clock,  a  motion  was  made  to 
adjourn,  which  was  decided  in  the  affirmative, 
by  the  casting  vote  of  the  Chair.  And  the  Senate 
adjourned. 


Wednesday,  May  12. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
authorize  the  creation  of  a  stock,  to  an  amount 
not  exceeding  five  millions  of  dollars,  to  provide 
for  the  awards  of  commi.«^sioners  under  the  treaty 
with  Spain,  of  the  22d  February,  1819,"  reported 
It  without  amendment. 

Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  "  for 
the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Miguel  Eslava."  reported 
it  without  amendment. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Barton,  Thomas  F.  Rid- 


dick  had  leave  to  withdraw  the  documents  in 
relation  to  his  claim,  communicated  on  the  19th 
of  January  last. 

The  bill  from  tiie  other  House  to  "improve  the 
navigation  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers," 
was  twice  read,  and  referred  to  the  select  Com- 
mittee on  Roads  and  Canals. 

THE  TARIFF. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  unfinished  business  of 
yesterday,  being  the  further  consideration  of  the 
Dill  from  the  Hou.se  of  Representatives,  "  to  amend 
the  several  acts  for  imposing  duties  on  imports," 
Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  in  the  Chair. 

Just  previous  to  the  adjournment  yesterday  a 
motion  was  made  by  Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  to 
amend  the  bill,  m  the  following  clause :  "  On  iron, 
'  in  bars  or  bolts,  not  manufactured  in  whole  or  in 
'  part  by  rolling,  ninety  cents  per  hundred  and 
'  twelve  pounds,"  by  striking  out  therefrom  the 
words,  "  not  manufactured  in  whole  or  in  part  by 
rolling."  The  question  was  upon  the  adoption  of 
that  amendment. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  consented  to  waive 
his  amendment,  and  Mr.  Dickerson  moved  to 
amend  the  same  clause,  by  inserting  after  it  the 
following  :  "  and  all  iron,  manulaciured  in  whole 
or  in  part  by  rolling,  shall -fee  hereafter  prohibited." 

This  amendment  was  supported  by  the  mover, 
and  by  Messrs.  Eaton  and  Hol.mes,  of  Maine, 
and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts, 
Barbour,  Mills,  and  Hayne. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  expressed  his  willing- 
ness to  assent  to  the  prohibition  of  rolled  iron,  if 
some  future  time  were  fixed  for  the  commence- 
ment of  the  prohibition,  so  as  not  to  operate  upon 
voyages  already  commenced. 

[The  amendment  was  objected  to,  on  the  ground 
that  the  prohibition  of  this  article  would  amount 
to  an  infringement  of  our  treaty  with  Great  Brit- 
ain, as  the  iron  did  not  change  its  original  charac- 
ter by  the  mere  fact  of  its  being  roiled.  Il  was 
contended,  on  the  other  hand,  that  the  process  of 
rolling  made  it  another  and  a  distinct  article  from 
bar  iron,  as  much  as  steel  was  a  different  article 
from  bar  iron — the  latter  having  only  been  manu- 
factured in  a  greater  decree  than  the  other — and 
as  rolled  iron  was  a  difl!erent  article  from  the  ore 
itself,  it  was  a  fair  subject  of  discrimination  or 
prohibition.] 

Mr.  Dickerson  said  as  this  was  a  very  import- 
ant question,  and  appeared  to  involve  the  viola- 
tion of  our  treaty  with  another  nation,  he  thought 
it  would  be  more  proper  to  make  it  a  subject  of 
consideration  at  another  time,  and  not  in  connex- 
ion with  this  bill.  He,  therefore,  withdrew  his 
amendment.  Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  also  with- 
drew that  which  he  had  submitted. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  then  moved  to 
amend  the  bill,  by  striking  out  the  specific  duty  of 
'"  ten  cents  per  pound  on  vessels  made  of  copper," 
and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  an  ad  valorem  duty  of 
thirty-five  per  centum.  This  was  agreed  to,  with- 
out division. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  next  moved  to 
amend  the  bill  by  inserting  the  following  lines : 
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••On  Madeira  wine, cents  per  gallon  ;" 

•'  On  Lisbon  and  Oporto  wines, cenU  per  gal- 
lon." 

Mr.  Lloyd  supported  his  motion  by  some  re- 
marks upon  tlje  former  important  character  of  our 
trade  with  Portugal,  and  its  present  distressed 
state.  He  ascribed  its  decline  to  the  excessive 
duties  which  had  been  imposed  by  this  Govern- 
ment upon  the  wines  of  that  country,  and  hoped 
that  something  would  be  done  in  the  present  bill 
to  remove  those  embaraassments. 

Mr.  DicKERSON  opposed  the  consideration  of 
this  important  measure,  liaving  reference  to  our 
trade  with  Portugal,  in  connexion  with  the  pres- 
ent bill.  He  proceeded  to  advance  other  objec- 
tions against  the  amendment,  on  the  .score  ol  its 
general  inexpediency. 

Mr.  Smith  supported  the  motion,  at  considerable 
length,  and  Mr.  Taylor  of  Virginia,  made  some 
remarks  in  favor  of  the  diminution  of  duties  on 
these  wines. 

The  amendment  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Ben- 
ton, Talbot,  and  D'VVolf. 

[In  opposition  to  the  motion,  it  was  contended 
that  these  rich  and  high  priced  wines  not  being 
used,  or  expected  to  be  used;  by  the  poor,  were  a 
fair  source  of  revenue,  and  ought  to  be  subject  to 
heavy  duties.] 

Mr.  J.  S.  Johnston,  of  Louisiana,  moved  to 
amend  the  proposed  amendment,  by  adding  to  it 
the  following  : 

'♦On  Burgundy, ;  on  Champaigne,  ;  on 

Rhenish  or  Tokay, ;  on  all  other  wines,  not  enu- 
merated,   when    imported  in  bottles  or  casf s,  ; 

on  all  other  wines,  not  enumerated,  when  imported 

otherwise  than  in  botti««i  or  cases,  •" 

Mr.  Johnston  supported  his  proposition  by 
showing  the  propriety  of  a  general  reduction  of 
the  duties  on  wines,  and  of  including  in  the  reduc- 
tion now  proposed,  the  wines  of  France,  as  well 
as  those  of  Portugal. 

Mr.  S.mith  made  some  further  remarks  on  the 
subject,  and  Mr.  H.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  spoke 
in  favor  of  a  reduction  of  the  duties  on  French 
wines,  as  they  were  in  very  common  use  among 
all  classes  of  people,  in  the  part  of  the  country 
which  he  represented. 

Mr.  Benton  explained  the  reasons  which  would 
'  govern  him  in  giving  his  votes  on  these  amend- 
ments respecting  the  duties  on  wines. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  J.  S.  John- 
ston, was  not  agreed  to. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  Mr.  Lloyd's 
motion  in  regard  to  Madeira,  Lisbon,  and  Oporto 
wines.  It  was  decided  in  the  negative  by  yeas 
and  nays,  as  follows  : 

YtAS— Messrs.  Barbour,  Branch,  Clayton,  Elliott, 
Gaillard,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Mississippi,  Kelly,  King 
of  Alabama,  King  of  New  York,  Lloyd  of  .Maryland, 
Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  Macon,  Mills,  Parrott,  Smith, 
Taylor  of  Indiana,  Taylor  of  Virginia,  Van  Buren, 
Van  Dyke,  Ware,  and  Williams— 22. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Benton,  Brown,  Chan- 
dler, D'Wolf,  Dickeraon,  Eaton,  Edwards.  Findlay, 
Holmes  of  Maine,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 
Henry  Johns«a,  Josiah  8.  Johnston,  Knight,  Lanmao, 


Lowrie,  Mcllvaine,  Noble,  Palmer,  Ruggles,  Seymour, 
Talbot,  and  Thomas— 25. 

So  the  Senate  determined  not  to  alter  the  pre- 
sent rate  of  duties  on  wines. 

Mr.  Findlay  moved  to  amend  the  bill  in  the 
following  clause:  "On  oil  cloth  carpeting,  and 
on  oil  cloths  of  every  description,  a  duty  of  thirty 
per  centum  ad  valorem,"  so  as  to  make  it  stand 
as  follows:  "On  oil  cloth  carpeting  fifty  cents  per 
square  yard,  and  on  oil  cloths  of  every  other  de- 
scription a  duty  of  thirty  p)er  centum  ad  valorem." 
Mr.  F.  made  some  remarks  in  favor  of  his  prop- 
osition, which  was  opposed  by  -Messrs.  Lloyd  of 
Massachusetts,  and  Smith.     It  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  question  was  then  put  upon  ordering  the 
amendments  to  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  to  be 
read  a  third  time,  as  amended.  This  question 
was  decided  m  the  affirmative  by  yeas  and  nays, 
as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Benton,  Brown, 
Chandler,  D'Wolf,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Find- 
lay, Holmes  of  .Maine,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 
Knight,  Lanman,  Lowrie,  Mcllvaine,  Noble,  Palmer, 
Ruggles,  Seymour,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Thomas, 
and  Van  Buren — 25. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barbour,  Branch.  Clayton,  Elliott, 
Gaillard,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  .Mississippi,  H.  Johnson 
of  Louisiana,  J.  S.  Johnston  of  Louisiana,  Kelly, 
King  of  Alabama.  King  of  New  York,  Lloyd  of  Mary- 
land, Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  Macon,  Mills,  Parrott, 
Smith,  Taylor  of  Virginia,  Vah  Dyke,  Ware,  and 
Williams— 22. 

So  the  bill  as  amended,  passed  to  the  third 
reading. 

Thursday,  May  13. 

Mr.  Barton,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  enter  into  certain  negotiations  relative 
to  lands  located  under  Virginia  military  land 
warrants,  lying  between  Ludlow's  and  Roberts's 
lines,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,"  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  Noble,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  whom  were  referred  the  amendments  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill,  entitled  "Aa 
act  for  the  relief  of  Dean  Weymouth,"  reported 
them  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Ruggles,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Edward  Evans,"  reported  it  with- 
out amendment. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
authorize  the  creation  of  a  stock  to  an  amount  not 
exceeding  five  millions  of  dollars,  to  provide  for 
the  awards  of  the  Commissioners  under  the  treatjr 
with  Spain,  of  the  22d  of  February,  1819;"  and, 
on  motion,  it  was  postponed  to  Monday  next. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts, 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  were  discharged 
from  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy  of  the  18th  February,  showing 
the  expenditures  of  that  Department  for  the  year 
1823. 
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The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  authorizing  an  ex- 
amination and  survey  of  the  harbor  of  Charleston, 
in  South  Carolina,  and  of  the  coast  of  Florida  ; 
and  it  was  amended,  and  reported  to  the  Senate; 
and  the  amendment  being  concurred  in,  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third 
time. 

Tl»  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  punishment  of 
certain  crimes,  when  committed  in  any  navy 
yard,  fort,  arsenal,  magazine,  dock,  lighthouse, 
tract  of  land,  or  other  place,  belonging  to  the 
United  States  ;  and  on  motion,  it  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  bill  "in  addition  to  act  establishing  navy 
hospitals;"  the  bill  "relative  to  the  Patent  Office, 
and  to  the  salary  of  the  Superintendent  thereof;" 
and  the  bill  "  for  the  relief  of  Alexander  McNair," 
were  severally  read  the  third  time,  passed,  and 
sent  to  the  other  House  for  concurrence. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
"providing  for  the  appointment  of  an  Indian 
Agent  for  the  Osage  Indians  west  of  the  State  of 
Missouri  and  Territory  of  Arkansas,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  engrossed  resolution  to  aurhorize  the  pur- 
chase of  a  certain  number  of  the  copies  of  the 
Journals  of  Congress  from  1774  to  1788,  was  on 
motion  by  Mr.  Tho.mas,  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill  which  ori^nated  in  the  Senate,  entitled 
•'An  act  to  provide  for  the  extinguishment  of  the 
debt  due  to  the  United  Slates,  by  the  purchasers 
of  public  lands,"'  with  an  amendment.  They 
have  also  passed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  viz: 
"An  act  granting  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  cer- 
tain actual  settlers  in  that  part  of  the  former  pro- 
vince of  West  F'lorida  included  in  the  District  of 
Jackson  Courthouse,  in  the  State  of  Mississippi, 
and  in  the  District  of  St.  Helena  Courthouse,  in 
the  State  of  Louisiana;"  "An  act  granting  cer- 
tain lots  of  ground  to  the  corporation  of  the  city 
of  .Mobile,  and  to  certain  individuals  of  said  city  ;" 
"An  act  to  regulate  the  fees  of  the  Registers  of 
Wills  in  the  several  counties  within  the  District 
of  Columbia;"  "An  act  making  appropriations 
for  deepening  the  channel  leading  into  the  harbor 
of  Presque  Isle,  and  for  repairing  Plymouth 
Beach;"  "An  act  to  authorize  the  State  of  Indi- 
ana to  open  a  canal  through  the  public  lands,  to 
connect  the  navigation  of  the  rivers  Wabash  and 
the  Miami  of  Lake  Erie;"  "An  act  making  an 
appropriation  towards  the  extinguishment  of  the 
Uuaupaw  title  to  lands  in  the  Territory  of  Arkan- 
sas; and  "AnacttoauthorizetheTerrilory  of  Flor- 
ida to  open  a  canal  to  unite  the  river  St.  John's 
with  the  bay  of  St.  Augustine ;"  in  which  amend- 
ment and  bills  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Gaillard,  it  was  ordered 
that,  in  considering  the  subjects  on  the  orders  of 
the  day,  bills  which  originated  in  the  Senate 
shall  first  be  disposed  of. 

iSiu  Con.  1st  Sess 24 


I  INDIAN  FUR  TRADE. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Benton,  the  Senate  resumed, 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  bill  to  enable 
the  President  to  carry  into  effect  the  treaty  made 
at  Ghent,  the  24th  ol  December,  1814,  excluding 
foreigners  from  trade  and  intercourse  with  the 
Indian  tribes  within  the  United  States,  and  to 
preserve  the  fur  trade  within  the  limits  of  the  said 
United  States  to  American  citizens,  (Mr.  King, 
of  Alabama,  in  the  Chair.) 

Mr.  Benton  moved  to  add  the  following  sec- 
tion, viz  : 

Sic.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  sum 
of  thirteen  thousand  dollars  be  paid  out  of  any  money 
in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  to  enable 
the  President  to  send  a  military  expedition  against  the 
hostile  Indians  of  the  Upper  Missouri,  and  to  preserve 
peace  with  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Lowrie  moved  to  amend  the  proposed 
amendment,  by  striking  out  all  after  the  word 
"  President,  "  and  inserting  "if  in  his  opinion  it 
should  be  deemed  necessary,  to  send  a  military 
force  to  sustain  and  protect  the  commissioners 
who  may  be  sent  to  hold  treaties  with  the  Indiaa 
trib'  s  oil  the   Upper  Missouri  river." 

The  question  was  taken  and  determined  in  the 
negative — yeas  20,  nays  23,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Barton,  Benton,  Brown,  Eaton, 
Edwards,  Elliott,  Findlay,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Missis- 
sippi, Jackson,  Johnson  ot  Kentucky,  Henry  Johnson, 
Josiah  S.  Johnston,  Kelly,  King  of  Alabama,  Lowrie, 
Seymour,  Talbot.  Taylor  of  Indiana,  and  Thomas. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barb4^)ur,  Bell,  Chandler,  Clayton, 
D'Wolf,  Dickerson,  Gaillard,  Holmes  of  Maine,  King 
of  New  York,  Lanman,  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts, 
Mcllvaine,  Macon,  Mills,  Noble,  Palmer,  Parrott, 
Ruggles,  Smith,  Taylor  of  Virginia,  Van  Buren,  Van 
Dyke,  and  Ware. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lowrie,  the  bill  was  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

THE  TARIFF. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  "to 
amend  the  several  acts  for  imposing  duties  on  im- 
ports," was  read  the  third  time,  as  amended  in 
the  Senate.  The  question,  "Shall  this  bill  pass?"' 
was  then  put. 

Mr.  Hayne  opposed  the  passage  of  the  bill 
in  a  speech   of  considerable  length. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  addressed  the  Chair 
as  follows: 

Mr.  President,  I  am  aware  of  the  impatience  of 
the  Senate;  but  it  appears  particularly  incumbent 
on  me  to  make  a  few  observations  on  the  bill  now 
on  Its  final  passage,  as  a  justification  for  the  vote 
I  shall  give  in  opposition  to  the  memorial  from 
Baltimore,  unfurled  triumphantly  by  the  chairman, 
as  if  to  deter  me  from  the  course  that  my  duty  to 
the  interest  of  Maryland,  and  to  the  Union,  had 
compelled  me,  as  an  honest  representative  of  the 
people,  to  pursue.  The  signers  of  that  memorial 
are  highly  respectable — some  of  them  my  rela- 
tions— most  of  them  my  friends.  They  bave 
counted  on  my  known  disposition  to  protect  the 
manufactures  of  the  nation,  and  will  wish  to  know 
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my  reasons  for  the  vote  I  am  about  to  givi>.    There  , 
must,  Mr.  President,  be  some  point  at  which  to  j 
stop.     I  have  thought  that,  when  I  was  willing  ; 
to  give  twenty  seven  dollars  and  a   half  to  the 
manufacturer,  m  every  hundred  dollars  worth  of 
articles  I  buy  for  my  family,  more  than   I  could 
get  the  same  quality  of  goods  from  others,  that  I 
was  contributing  sufficiently,  and  that  the  manu- 
facturer ought  to  be  satisfied.    The  duty  ofctwenty- 
seVjPn  and  a  half  per  cent,  is  the  lowest  now  paid 
on/  articles  which   we  are  capable  of  manufac- 
turing; that  is,  25  per  cent,  and   10  per  cent. 
tWereon,  to  create  the  ad  valorem.     Un   many  ar- 
ticles, the  present  rate  of  duties  give  30,  40,  50, 
and,  on  low-priced  cottons,  an  average  of  60  per 
cent.     The  memorialists  pray  for  further  protec- 
tion to  the  manufacturers  of  the  country,  and  the 
memorial  justifies  the  bill,  as  originally  reported 
to  the  House,  which,  if  it  had  passed,  would  have 
levied  a  tax  of  at  least  five  millions  of  dollars  per 
annum  on   the  people.     Now,  sir,   I   feel  almost 
confident  that,  if  that  had  been  known  to   be  the 
effect  of  the  memorial,  it  would   have  had  few 
subscribers.     The  signers  thought  (I   must  pre- 
sume) that  they  only  asked  for  a  moderate   pro- 
tection to  the  manufacturers;  they  could  not  have 
believed  that  a  bill  would  be  framed  so  as  to  lay 
on  the  common  laborer,yvvho  works  for  one  hun- 
dred dollars  per  annum,  a  tax  of  eight  or  ten 
dollars  a  year,  and.  on  their  own  families,  an  an- 
nual tax  of  20  per  cent,  on   their  consumption. 
The  original    bill  was  greatly  amended    in   the 
House.     When   it  came  to   the  Senate,  the  in- 
creased tax  to  be  levied  on   the  people,  amounted 
to  above  four  millions  of  dollars,  (I   think   four 
million  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand   dollars.) 
I  do  not  speak  at  random,  Mr.  President.     No, 
sir;  my  calculation  is  bottomed  on  a  report  from 
Mr.  Nourse,  Register  of  the  Treasury,  which  was 
submitted  to  the  Senate  by  the  chairman,  and  has 
been   printed.     It  shows,  as  far  as  the  Register 
could,  the  amount  collected,  in  the  year  1S23,  on 
each  article,  and  the  amount  payable  on  the  san»e 
articles,  by  the  bill,  as  received   from   the  House. 
There  can  be  no  mistake,  unless  I  shall  have  made 
it  in  the  subtracting  the  one  from  the  other.    Had 
this  document   been   before  the  House,  it  might 
possibly  have  had   an   effect ;   I   say  possibly — I 
cannot    say    probably — lor    the   cabalistic   word 
''Tariff"  was  superior  to  all  discretion  or  reason. 
I  have  said  that  the  tax  levied  by  the  bill  (as  it 
came  from  the  other  House)  would  have  amount- 
ed to  a  sum  exceeding  four  millions  of  dollars  per 
annum  on  the  people.     I  call  it  a  tax,  because  the 
new  duties  are  imposed  on   articles  indispensable 
to  the  people,  many  of  which  cannot  be  made  in 
this  country  for  many  years,  and  some  of  them 
never;  and  wholly  unnecessary  to  the  protection 
asked  for  by  the  manufacturer.     If  the  articles 
which  required  protection  had  been  selected,  and 
a  rational  protection  had  been  granted,  the  bill 
would  probably  have  been  acceptable  to  many  of 
its  opposers — certainly  to  me.     As   the  bill  now 
stands,  It  affords  very  little  protection,  and  im- 
poses a  heavy  tax  on  the  people,  at  a  time  when 
they  are  distressed,  and  when  we  do  not  want 


revenue ;  our  means  being  fully  equal  to  our  wants, 
and  at  a  time  when  Great  Britain  is  relieving  her 
people  from  a  part  of  their  burdens.  It  is  true, 
that  the  people  will  not  be  sensible  of  the  tax  they 
are  paying ;  they  do  not  know  that  the  duties  now 
paid  impose  a  tax  of  50  per  cent,  on  all  their  con- 
sumption. Yet  It  is  a  fact,  which  I  showed,  and, 
I  thought,  proved,  during  the  discussion  of  the 
bill.  Let  us  suppose,  Mr.  President,  that  a  direct 
tax  and  internal  duties  were  proposed,  to  the 
amount  of  three  or  four  millions  annually,  as  a 
bounty  to  the  manufacturers,  to  enable  them  to 
compete  with  the  British — how  many  advocates 
would  it  have?  And  yet  it  would  l)e  a  fairer 
mode — those  taxes  would  fall  on  the  whole ;  where- 
as the  tax  by  this  bill  will  be  most  severely  felt 
by  the  South  and  Southwest. 

I  have  said,  Mr.  President,  that  many  of  the 
proposed  duties  are  imposed  on  articles  that  can- 
not be  made  in  this  country,  and  on  others  that 
there  is  little  or  no  probability  will  be  manufac- 
tured in  the  country  for  many,  very  many,  years. 
In  the  mean  time,  the  people  afe  taxed.  I  will 
now  proceed  to  show  the  excess  of  duty  proposed 
by  the  bill,  as  it  came  from  the  House,  on  the 
most  important  items,  and  gentlemen  will  judge 
how  far  I  have  been  correct. 

On  woollen  cloths  and  cassimeres,  the  addition- 
al duties  will  amount  to  S~03,4tJ0  a  year.v  Now, 
sir,  although  we  may,  in  lime,  be  able  to  manu- 
facture those  goods;  yet,  it  will  be  many  years 
before  we  can  make  much  more  than  to  meet  the 
gradual  increase  of  the  population  of  the  country. 
But  what  protection  is  given  to  the  woollen  man- 
ufacturer ?  None.  If  I  am  rightly  informed,  you 
place  him  in  a  worse  situation  than  he  was,  by 
levying  enormous  duties  on  the  raw  material  of 
wool,  and  that  at  a  time  when  England  is  tak- 
ing ofl"  her  duty  of  tin  cents  per  pound  on  im- 
ported wool.  Thus,  by  the  double  operation  of 
Great  Britain  aiding  their  manufacturer  by  less- 
ening the  duty  on  wool,  and  our  laying  an  exor- 
bitant duly  on  its  importation,  our  manufacturer 
is  incapacitated  fiom  entering  into  a  competition, 
on  equal  terms,  with  the  British;  and  this  is  the 
silly  course  we  are  pursuing. 

On  worsted  stuffs,  the  duty  proposed  would  cre- 
ate an  additional  tax  on  ihe  people  of  §372,376 
per  annum.  Now,  where  in  the  United  States  is 
there  a  piece  of  worsted  stuff  made ?  No  where; 
nor  any  contemplated.  Then,  why  levy  the  duty  ? 
It  will  benefit  no  manufacturer.  It  is  a  tax  that 
cannot  be  avoided  ;  the  females  must  have  thein 
for  themselves  and  their  children.  On  whom  does 
»it  fall  ?  On  the  poor  and  middling  classes  prin- 
cipally ;  a  few,  such  as  bombazetts,  are  worn  by 
*the  rich  for  mourning.  It  is  such  folly  as  this  that 
di>gusts  me  with  the  bill. 

On  blankets  and  rugs,  the  excess  of  duty  pro- 
posed amounts  to  SlU'Jll.  When  can  we^akc 
sufficient  for  our  consumption?  The  poor  find  it 
difficult  to  provide  for  their  wants  already  ;  why 
increase  it  on  them  ?  On  raw  wool,  the  duty  pro- 
posed amounts  to  .§11)3,763,  just  double  what  it  now 
pays, 
i      On  linens,  the  increased  duty  amounts  to  $418,- 
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318  per  annum.  Now,  sir,  I  ask  ihe  Chairman, 
where  is  there  a  manufacture  of  Irish  linens? 
where  a  supply  of  osnaburgs,  and  other  coarse 
linens,  adequate  to  our  wants  ?  I  know  of  none. 
This  IS,  then,  evidently  a  tax  without  benefit  to 
any  person.  'It  will  be  simply  an  addition  to  the 
revenue,  which  the  President  said,  in  his  message, 
was  not  wanted. 

On  silks,  the  proposed  duty  would  exceed  that 
now  paid  in  the  sum  of  $778,279.  What  manu- 
facture does  this  enormous  tax  protect  ?  Have 
we  any  such  manufacture  ?  Can  we  have  ?  Will 
we  ever  have  ?  Then  why  lay  it  ?  On  whom 
does  it  fall  ?  On  the  ladies  I  On  the  females  of 
the  country.  I  call  on  the  Chairman  ;  I  call  on 
the  other  bachelors  of  the  Senate  ;  where  is  their 
gallantry  ?  Does  it  sleep  ?  Will  they  oppress 
their  fair  countrywomen  with  this  heavy  imposi- 
tion on  their  dress  ?  I  call  as  Glendower  did,  but 
will  they  come?  No,  sir;  their  countenances 
show  obduracy.  You,  sir,  who  now  fill  the  chair, 
by  your  smiles,  show  how  much  you  think  it  your 
duty  to  protect  the  fair.  Had  those  recreants  lived 
in  the  time  of  chivalry,  they  would  never  have 
broken  a  lance  in  honor  of  beauty  and  bright  eyes. 
But  I  shall  be  told  that  silks  are  a  luxury,  and 
so  they  were  at  one  time  of  the  Romans,  when 
thev  were  sold  pound  for  pound  against  gold. 
Silk  is  now  worn  by  all  classes.  All  our  farmers' 
wives  and  daughters,  who  are  in  tolerable  circum- 
stances, have  ilieir  silk  bonnets  and  gowns.  Look 
at  the  streets^  in  your  great  cities,  and  you  will 
.see  that  silk  is  worn  by  all  classes.  I  admit  that 
it  IS  a  fair  object  of  revenue,  but  the  President 
has  told  you,  and  we  all  know,  that  revenue  is 
not  wanted.  It  is,  therefore,  a  heavy  tax,  w^ithoul 
object. 

On  woollen  and  cotton  stockings,  the  additional 
duty  is  §44,607.  I  believe  they  may  be  made,  in 
process  of  time;  at  present,  we  have  some  manu- 
factures of  them,  but  to  no  great  extent. 

On  hempen  goods,  such  as  osnaburgs,  ticklcn- 
burgs,  burlaps,  we  make  none.  The  exces:#»  of 
duty  is  $28,004.  On  Russia  and  Holland  duck, 
the  bill  proposed  to  double  the  duty.  The  differ- 
ence amounts,  between  the  old  and  new,  to  $154,- 
271,  a  direct  unavoidable  tax  on  the  shipping  in- 
terest, already  in  a  desponding  state.  I  will  not 
add  to  what  I  have  already  said  on  that  subject. 
When  this  subject  was  under  consideration,  in 
1816,  we  were  told  by  Kentucky,  grant  us  a  duty 
of  $1  50  per  hundred  weight,  and  we  will  soon 
supply  the  market.  It  was  granted.  Did  they 
cultivate  hemp?  No,  sir;  they  raised  less,  mucli 
less,  than  they  had  done  previous  to  that  period; 
and  now  they  ask  a  duty  oi  two  cents  per  pound — 
thus  raising  the  duty  from  $30  per  ton,  to  $44  SO 
per  ton — and,  in  this  way,  to  levy  a  tax  on  the 
shipping  interest,  already  almost  prostrate,  of  $47,- 
SG7  per  annum.  I  say  a  tax,  for  there  would  not 
be  a  ton  of  hemp  less  imported. 

On  bar  iron,  the  additional  duty  will  amount, 
per  annum,  to  the  sum  of  $88,782,  This,  also, 
falls  heavily  on  the  shipping  interest,  as  has  been 
shown,  by  ^ir.  Lloy  d  of  Massachusetts,  and  others. 
It  will  not  lessen  the  importation  one  ton.     It  may 


make  the  farmers,  ship-builders,  nailmakers,  and 
others,  pay  more  for  iron.  I  doubt  whether  the 
blacksmith  will  be  able  to  obtain  a  cent  more  for 
horse  shoes,  or  he  who  furnishes  the  ships  with 
piece  work,  such  as  hooks  and  thimbles,  &c.,  to 
get  more  than  he  now  does.  It  will,  therefore, 
only  be  a  tax  on  their  labor.  I  will  venture  to 
believe,  that  the  iron  master  will  not  get  more  by 
this  three  dollars  per  ton,  than  he  will  have  added 
to  his  expenses  and  to  those  of  the  people  he  em- 
ploys, by  the  additional  duties  on  the  articles  in 
this  bill,  which  they  must  consume.  I  will  add, 
that  I  have  been  told  by  a  well  informed  gentle- 
man, that  any  duty  less  than  twenty-five  dollars 
per  ton,  will  not  prevent  the  importation  of  for- 
eign iron.  Bar  iron  is  a  raw  material — every  im- 
position thereon  is  injurious  to  our  nailmakers, 
who  could  compete  with  any  nation,  in  the  trade 
to  South  America,  if  they  could  draw  back,  on 
exportation,  the  duty  paid  on  importation ;  but 
to  this  the  Chairman  will  not  assent. 

On  imported  spirits  the  increased  duty  proposed 
would  amount  to  $306,061  per  annum.  The  at- 
tempt on  this  object  shows  the  temper  of  men. 
At  present,  the  duty  on  imported  spirits  amounts 
to  double  the  mice  of  whiskey  in  the  market,  and 
yet  more  is  asked,  and  so  it  will  be.  Give  what 
you  will,  Mr.  President,  and  more  will  be  required. 
What  is  the  result  of  the  present  high  duty  on 
spirits  ?  W^hy,  we  are  told,  from  undoubted  au- 
thority, that  Jamacia  rum  is  sold  in  Maine,  near 
Brunswick,  at  less  than  the  duty  now  imposed  by 
law. 

You  propose  to  raise  the  duty  on  the  seven  and 
a  half  per  cent,  goods,  to  twelve  and  a  half  per 
cent.  None  of  them  are  made  in  the  United 
States.  Now,  sir,  when  a  man  can  carry  in  his 
breeches  pocket  the  value  of  three  or  four  hundred 
dollars,  the  probability  is,  that  little  duty  will  be 
paid.  In  1816,  the  duty  on  those  fine  goods  was 
lowered  to  seven  and  a  half  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 
At  first,  it  was  not  thought  worth  the  risk  of 
smuggling,  and  the  goods  were  tolerably  fairly 
imported.  In  1817,  the  amount  imported  was 
$1,529,284.  In  1818,  $2,387,697.  In  1819,  $1,- 
679,284 ;  but,  in  1820,  they  began  to  understand 
the  business  better,  and  the  amount  fell  down  to 
$509,237.  In  1821,  $840,613;  and  in  1822,  to 
the  sum  of  $918,557.  What  will  be  produced  bv 
the  twelve  and  a  half  per  cent,  is  problematical. 
I  fear  that  smuggling  will  cease  to  be  considered 
an  immoral  act ;  and,  whenever  that  takes  place 
your  revenue  will  be  greatly  injured. 

I  will  read  the  narac^sof  the  other  articles  with- 
out troubling  the  Sertate  with  showing  the  in- 
creased duty  on  each.  They  will  see  that  most 
of  them  have  no  bearing  on  the  manufactures  of 
the  country  ;  they  are  simply  taxes  on  the  people, 
without  object,  some  few  articles,  however,  ex- 
cepted, to  wit:  glass  and  Leghorn  hats  and  bon- 
nets, carpets  and  carpeting,  paper,  books,  and 
some  articles  of  iron  and  copper. 

Mr.  President,  the  total  amount  of  new  and 
additional  duties  proposed  by  the  bill,  as  it  came 
from  the  House,  which  could  be  distinguished  by 
the  Register,  amounts  to  t^e  sum  of  ^3,779,625. 
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I  have  estimated  the  difference  on  such  articles  as  I  dier.  D'Wolf.  Dickerson,  Eaton.  Edwards,  Findlay, 


he  could  distinguish,  but  which  were  numerous; 
and  have  estimated  the  whole  amount  at  four  mil- 
lions. My  real  opinion  is,  that  it  amounts  to 
much  more.  But,  Mr.  President,  the  Senate  have 
made  many  valuable  amendments  to  the  bill ;  so 
that,  I  believe,  without  having  made  any  exact 
calculation  on  it  as  it  now  stands,  that  the  new 
duties  will  be  an  increase  on   the  old,  of  about 


Holmea  of  Maine,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 
Knight,  Lanman,  Lowrie,  Mcllvaine,  Noble,  Palmer, 
Rugglps,  Seymour,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Thomaa, 
and  Van  Buren — 25. 

Nats — Measrs.  Barbour,  Branch,  Clayton,  Elliott, 
Gaillard,  Hayne,  Holmea  of  Mississippi,  H.  Johnson 
of  Louisiana.  J.  S.  Johnston  of  Louisiana,  Kelly,  King 
of  Alaltama,  King  of  New  York,  Lloyd  of  Maesachu- 
setta,   Macon,   Mills,  Parrott,  Smith,   Taylor  of  Vir- 


So  the  bill  passed  as  amended,  and  was  sent  to 
the  other  House  for  concurrence  in  the  amend- 
ments. 


$3,500,000,  say  §2,800,000  of  a  tax  on  the  people.  |  g-^j^^  Van  Dyke.  Ware,  and  VVilhama— 21. 

Mr.  President,  I  ask,  what  are  the  advantages 
to  be  derived  from  the  bill  to  justify  us  to  the  peo- 
ple for  levying  on  them  so  heavy  a  tax  ?  Is  it  on 
cottons  ?  The  bill,  it  is  true,  better  secures  to 
them  the  fabric,  under  a  cost  of  twenty-five  cents 
the  square  yard.  But,  until  they  commence  th« 
making  of  a  variety  of  cotton  fabrics,  which  they 
do  not  make,  and  are  not  prepared  to  make,  it 
will  be  simply  a  tax  on  almost  all,  except  the 
plain  white  cottons,  that  they  do  now  make,  and 
the  consumption  of  -wthlch  they  now  enjoy,  in  a 
great  proportion. 

Is  it  on  woollens?  I  am  unacquainted  with 
the  subject ;  but  I  am  informed,  that  the  bill  gives 
little  protection  to  them,  as  the  duty  on  the  raw 
material  is  equal,  or  nearly  equal,  to  the  increased 
duty  on  the  cloth. 

Is  it  on  linens  or  silks?  Certainly  not.  We 
manufacture  none,  and  will  not,  in  any  reason- 
able time. 


jie  unit:.  Vi    I        k- 

Is  it  on  worsted   stuffs  ?     I  have  shown   that   T^o^umbia 
we  have  no  manufactory  of  the  kind,  nor  is  there 
any  probability  that  we  shall    have,  for  thirty 


FRinAY,  May  14. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Barbour,  it  was  ordered 
that,  in  considering  bills  which  originated  in  the 
Senate,  those  of  a  private  nature  shall  be  first  dis- 
posed of,  and  the  same  rule  shall  be  observed  ia 
relation  to  bills  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. / 

The  seven  bills  yesterday  brought  up  from  the 
House  of  Ilcpresentatives  for  concurrence,  were 
severally  read  twice  by  unanimous  consent. 

On  motion,  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  regu- 
late the  fees  of  the  registers  of  wills  in  the  several 
counties  within  the  District  of  Columbia,"  were 
referred    to   the   Committee    on   the   District   of 


years. 

Is  it  on  osnaburgs  and  such  like  goods  ?  No  ; 
we  manufacture  none,  nor  is  there  a  probability 
that  we  shall.  It  is  true,  that  we  could,  but  as 
true  that  we  will  not.  # 

Is  it  on  bar  iron  ?     The  addition  of  three  dol 


The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  granting  a  right  of 
pre-emption  to  certain  actual  settlers  in  that  part 
of  the  former  province  of  West  Florida,  included 
in  the  district  of  Jackson  Courthouse,  in  the 
State  of  Mis-^issippi ;  and  in  the  district  of  St. 
Helena  Courthouse,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana  ;" 
^and  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  granting  certain 
lots  of  ground  to  the  Corporation  of  the  city  of 


lars  per  ton  is  too  unimportant;  it  will  operate!  Mobile,  and  to  certain  individuals  of  said  city" 
nothing  as  a  protection  ;  and  that  the  Chairman,  |  were  severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
who  has  something  to  do  with  iron  or  iron  ore,  i  lie  Lands 
knows  well,  and  feds  it.     It  is  iimply  a  tub  to 
Pennsylvania 


Is  it  on  glass,*books,  papers,  and  Leghorn  hats 
and  bonnets?  Yes,  sir,  those  articles  are  pro- 
tected. There  are  some  minor  articles,  also,  that 
will  be  benefited;  but,. Mr.  President,  are  those 
benefited  of  such  consequence  as  to  induce  the 
Senate  to  vote  a  perpetual  tax  of  $3,500,000  per 
annum  on  the  people  ?  I  think  not.  I  say  per- 
petual. Those  duties  for  the  protection  of  manu- 
factures, are  not  like  duties  for  revenue.  The 
first  cannot  be  repealed  without  injury  to  those 
who  have  engaged  in  them.  Those  for  revenue, 
may,  at  pleasure. 

I  have,  Mr.  President,  taken   up  the  precious 
time  of  the  Senate,  under  the  hope  that  I  should 


The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropria- 
tions for  deepening  the  channel  leading  into  the 
harbor  of  Presque  Isle,  and  for  repairing  Ply- 
mouth Beach,"  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  and  Manufactures,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  an  appropri- 
ation towards  the  extinguishment  of  the  Q,uau- 
paw  title  to  land  in  the  Territory  of  Arkansas," 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the 
State  of  Indiana  to  open  a  canal  through  the  pub- 
lic lands,  to  connect  the  navigation  oi  the  rivers 
Wabash  and  the  Miami  of  Lake  Erie;"  and  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  Territory 


be  able  to  justify  my  vote  to  all   my  immediate  j  of  Florida  to  open  a  canal  through  the  public 

I  have  done,  and    land  to  unite  the  river  St.  John's  with  the  bay  of 


constituents,  and  to  the  nation 

pray  the  Senate  to  accept  my  thanks  for  the  atten 

tion  with  which  they  have  honored  me. 

The  question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  was  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative  by  yeas  and  nays,  as 
follows : 

Yi.i.% — Xlesirs.  Barton,  Bell,  Benton,  Brown,  Chan- 


St.   Augustine;"  were  severally   referred  to   the 
select  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  .'ntitled  "An  act 
authorizing  the  issuing  certain  debentures  to  Ber- 
nard Thooltj"  and,  no  amendment  having  been 
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made  thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the  Senate  ;  and 
ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  John  HoUiday  ;"  and  it  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Jonas  Duncan;"  and  it  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

The  bill  from  the  other  House,  "for  the  relief 
of  Mary  James,"  was  taken  up  for  consideration 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  The  husband  of 
this  petitioner  was  a  soldier  draughted  during  the 
late  war,  in  the  State  of  Virginia.  Soon  after 
his  discharge,  he  died  of  a  disease*  contracted 
during  his  service ;  and  his  widow  prays  that  she 
may  be  allowed  a  pension  from  the  Government. 
Considerable  discussion  took  place  upon  the  bill ; 
in  which  Messrs.  Barbolr  and  Lamvlan  advo- 
cated its  passage,  and  Messrs.  Noble  and  Chand- 
ler opposed  it.  Mr.  Noble  moved  that  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  bill  be  indefinitely  |>ost- 
poned.  This  motion  was  carried — yeas  18,  nays 
10,  as  follows : 

Vkas — Messrs.  Bell,  Benton,  Brown,  Chandler, 
D'Wolf,  Edwards,  Gaillard,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Missis- 
sippi, J.  S.  Johnston  of  Louisiana,  King  of  Alabama, 
Lowrie,  Macun,  Noble,  Parrott,  Reggies,  Seymour, 
and  Smith. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barbour,  Barton,  Jackson,  Johnson 
of  Kentucky,  King  of  New  York,  Lanman,  Lloyd  of 
Massachusetts,  .Mills,  Thomas,  and  Van  Dyke. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Malachi  Burns  ;"  and  it  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Arthur  N.  Henley ;"  and  it  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Robert  S.  Forman  j"  and  it  was  laid 
on  the  table.  « 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Joshua  Bennett;"  and  it  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
bills  of  the  following  titles,  viz :  "An  act  enabling 
the  claimants  to  lands  within  the  limits  of  the 
State  of  Missouri,  and  Territory  of  Arkansas,  to 
institute  proceedings  to  try  the  validity  of  their 
claims;"  "An  act  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  let- 
ters patent  to  Nathaniel  Sylvester;"  "An  act  to 
revive  and  extend  the  term  of  certain  pensions 
which  have  expired  by  limitation  ;"  and  "An  act 
providing  for  the  disposition  of  three  several  tracts 
of  land  in  Tuscarawas  county,  in  the  Slate  of 
Ohio,  and  for  other  pui-poses ;"  in  which  bills 
they  request  the  concurreuce  of  the  Senate. 

The  lour  bills  last  mentioned  were  severally 
read  twice,  by  unanimous  consent;  and  the  two 
first  mentioned  were  severally  referred  to  the  Com- 


mittee on  the  Judiciary.  The  third  mentioned  of 
said  bills  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs.  The  fourth  and  last  mentioned  of  said 
bills  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief,  of  Judah  Alden ;"  and  it  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
"  for  the  relief  of  John  H.  Howland,  of  New 
York,"  was  taken  up  for  consideration  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole.  Mr.  Gailuaro  was  called 
to  the  Chair.  This  bill  provides  for  ihe  allow- 
ance of  the  drawback  on  certain  goods  exported 
from  the  city  of  New  York;  which  drawback 
could  not  otherwise  be  allowed,  in  consequence  of 
some  little  informality  in  the  entry  of  the  same. 
Mr.  Smith  explained  the  facts  in  the  case,  and 
the  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  and 
passed  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Be.nton,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  "  to  provide  for  the  extin- 
guishment of  Indian  titles  to  lands  within  the 
State  of  Missouri,"  together  with  a  written  report 
on  the  subject.  The  bill  was  read,  and  parsed  to 
a  second  reading ;  and  the  report  was  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, '•  to  permit  Anna  Dubord  to  land  certaia 
slaves  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,"  was  taken  up 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  The  lady  for  whose 
relief  the  bill  was  drawn,  had  left  the  country ; 
and,  on  her  return,  requests  permission  to  land 
her  household  servants,  which  she  took  from  the 
country  with  her.  Messrs.  Holmes,  of  Maine, 
J.  S.  Johnston,  of  Louisiana,  and  Van  Burex, 
explained  the  circumstances.  Mr.  Chanuler  op- 
posed, and  Mr.  Mills  advocated,  the  passage  of 
the  bill.  It  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate, 
without  amendment ;  and  passed  to  be  engroi>sed 
and  read  the  third  time. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
"for  the  relief  of  Alexander  Scott,  late  Collector 
of  the  port  of  Pensacola,"  was  taken  up,  iu  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

This  bill  provides  an  increased  compensation 
to  Mr.  Scoti,  for  certain  services  performed  by 
him.  Some  remarks  upon  this  bill  were  made  hv 
Messrs.  S.mith,  Riggles,  and  Eaton.  The  bill 
was  then  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  introduced  on  leave,  and  reported  by 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  "for  the  relief 
of  John  Donnelson,  Stephen  Heard,  and  others," 
was  taken  up  for  consideration,  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole.  This  bill  confirms  the  grant  of  a 
tract  of  land  to  each  of  the  persons  for  whose  re- 
lief it  is  drawn,  as  a  compensation  for  their  ser- 
vices as  Commissioners,  under  an  act  of  the  State 
of  Georgia,  in  1784,  "to  ascertain  the  precise 
quality  and  situation  of  that  portion  of  the  West- 
ern territory  lying  on  the  big  bend  of  the  Tennes- 
see river."  This  grant  had  been  made  to  the 
Commissioners,  by  the  State  of  Georgia,  previous 
to  the  cession  of  the  territory,  where  the  land  was 
situated,  to  the   United  Slates.    The  lands  re- 
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served  for  these  Commissioners,  not  havin-  been  j  on  the  Judiciary  were  d'scharged  from  the^con- 

located,  and  the  titles  not  havincr  been  pertt'cled, 

this  bill  confirms  the  grants  of  those  individuals. 

Some  discussion  on  the  merits  of  this  claim  took 

place  between  Messrs.  Eaton,  Chandler,  King 

of  Alabama,  Lowrie,  H.  Johnson  of  Louisiana, 

and  Ware.     The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the 

Senate,  and  passed  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the 

third  time. 


sideration  of  the  bill,  entitlf^d  "An  act  enabling 
the  claimants  to  land«  within  the  limits  of  the 
State  of  Missouri  and  Territory  of  Arkansas,  to 
institute  proceedings  to  try  the  validity  of  their 
claims  ;*'  and  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Barbour,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill, 
"fhe  fbiiowing  bills  from  the  House  of  Repre- 1  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  the  fees  of 'the  regis- 
sentatives,  relating  to  private  claims,  were  seve- !  ters  of  wills  in  the  several  counties  within  the 
raUy  taken  up  for  consideration  in  Committee  of.  District  of  Columbia,"  reported  it  without  amend- 
ihe  Whole.     They  were  explained  by  the  chair-  I  ment. 

man  of  the  committees  to  which  they  had  been        The  S/nate  proceeded  to  consider   as  m  Coni- 
referred  in  the  Senate;  and  some  of  them  were    miitee  of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 


cursorily  discussed.     They  were  reported  to  the 
Senate,  and  passed  to  a  third  reading: 

The  bills  for  the  relief  of  George  B.  R.  Gove; 
releasing  the  owners  of  the  ship  General  Jackson  i 


authorize  the  issuing  a  register  to  the  brig  Wil- 
liam, of  New  York  ;"  and,  on  motion,  it  was  post- 
poned to  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
from^the  pavmenVof  certain  du'ties ;  for  the  relief  nriittee  of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
of  David  Giffin  and  Daniel  Hoag ;  for  the  relief,  the  relief  of  Maturin  Guichot;"  and,  no  amend- 
of  the  legal  representatives  of  Samuel  Mims,  de- ,  ment  having  been  made  it  was  reported  to  the 
ceased;  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Wheaton  ;  for  the  j  Senate  and  passed  to  a  third  reading, 
relief  of  William  T.  Nimmo  ;  for  the  relief  of  The  bill  toextinguish  the  Indian  claims  to  lands 
Alvin  Bronson  ;  for  the  relief  of  David  Beard  ;    within  the  Stale  of  Missouri,  was  read  the  second 

for  the  relief  of  William  Blagrove  ;  for  the  relief  |  tinrie.  

of  Jojin  Thomas  and  Company  ;  for  the  relief  ol!      The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 


the  rel 
Henry 
for  the 
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Brace ;  for  the  relief  of  Lemuel  Arms ;  for  the  i  ^^J^^*^ 


relief  of  Mareen  Duval ;  for  the  relief  of  Nathan- 
iel Jones  ;  for  the  relief  of  George  Fisher  ;  to  com- 
pensate William  Cocke  for  cerlaya  services;  for 
the  relief  of  John  Wilmot ;  and  for  the  relief  of 
J.  T.  Johnson.  ^ 


The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Robert  Strain;'"  and  it  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 


The  amendment  made  by  the  House  of  Repre-  miitee  of  the  Whole  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
sentatives  to'  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  "  to  provide  ]  for  the  relief  of  Landie  Richardson  ;  and  it  was 
for  the  extinguishment  of  the  debt  due  from  the  |  laidon  the  table 


purchasers  of  the  public  lands,"  was  taken  up  for 
consideration.  Some  remarks  were  made  upon 
the  propriety  of  this  amendment  by  Messrs.  Kel- 
ly, Lowrie,  King  of  Alabama,  Brown,  Tho.ma3, 
and  RcGGLEs.  The  amendment  was  then  con- 
curred in. 

The  bill  "  authorizing  the  examination  and  sur- 
vey of  the  harbor  of  Charleston,  South  Carolina, 
and  of  the  coast  of  Florida,"  was  road  the  third 
time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  other  House  for  con- 
currence. 


Saturday,  May  15. 

Mr.  Barbour  presented  the  petition  of  W.  K. 
Armistead,  praying  that  a  law  may  pass  author- 
izing an  equitable  settlement  of  his  accounts; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims.  " 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Van  Bcren,  ^be  Committee 


Mr.  Benton,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  making  an  appropriation  towards  the  ex- 
tinguishment of  the  Ciuaupaw  title  to  lands  in  the 
Territory  of  Arkansas,"  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
authorize  the  issuing  of  a  register  for  the  schooner 
Five  Sisters  ;"  and  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Peter  Yandesj"  and  it  was  laid  oq 
the  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consrder,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Cleveland,  junior;"  and 
it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
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the  relief  of  the  assignees  and  legal  representatives 
of  John  H.  Piatt;"  and  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mitteeof  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  John  K.  Carter;"  and  it  was  laid  on 
ihp  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Barton,  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  was  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  petition  of  Isaac  Clark,  his 
case  having  been  embraced  in  a  general  act  which 
has  been  passed  by  Congress. 

The  same  committee  was,  also,  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  petition  of  Charles 
Morgan,  of  Louisiana. 

Mr.  Lowrie  gave  notice  that,  on  Monday  next, 
he  should  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  joint  resolution 
to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  State  to  furnish  one 
copy  of  Tanner's  American  Atlas  to  each  of  our 
Ministers  at  foreign  Courts.  ^ 

Mr.  Benton  submitted  a  resolution,  requesting 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  cau>e  to  be 
laid  before  the  Senate,  at  the  next  session,  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  showing  the 
reasons  why  American  hemp  may  not  be  used  in 
the  manufacture  of  canvass  and  cordage  for  the 
American  Navy.  The  resolution  was  read,  and 
laid  over  for  consideration. 

The  following  bills  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, having  relation  to  private  claims,  were 
severally  taken  up  for  consideration,  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Gaillard  in  the  Chair. 
The  merits  of  the  respective  claims  were  explained 
by  members  of  the  committees  to  which  they  had 
been  referred;  and  some  of  them  were  discussed 
by  other  members.  They  were  severally  reported 
to  the  Senate,  and  passed  to  a  third  reading: 

The  bills  for  the  relief  of  Archibald  Clark;  for 
the  relief  of  Daniel  Carroll  of  Duddington,  and 
others;  for  the  relief  of  Robert  S.  Forman  ;  sup- 
plementary to  an  act  entitled  An  act  to  authorize 
the  legal  rei)resentatives  of  John  B.  Mebane  to 
collect  certain  arrears  of  taxes;  for  the  relief  of 
Jacob  Slough  ;  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Firman 
and  others;  for  tUe  relief  of  I>aac  Collier  and 
others;  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Charles  Bradford;  for  the  relief  of  the  legal 
representatives  of  John  Lauderman  ;  for  the  relief 
of  William  Hall,  an  invalid  soldier  of  the  Revo- 
lutionary Army ;  for  the  relief  of  Alexander  Scott, 
late  collector  of  Pensacola;  for  the  relief  of  Joshua 
Bennett;  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  King;  for 
the  relief  of  Jonas  Duncan  ;  for  therelief  of  James, 
Jehu,  and  Nathaniel  Brooks,  and  the  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  Edward  Styles;  for  the  reliet  of 
Robert  Broiherton  ;  for  the  relief  of  John  S.  Mof- 
fett ;  for  the  relief  of  certain  persons  who  im- 
ported goods  into  Castine,  during  the  late  war; 
for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Desobry;  for  the  relief 
of  J.  Ottremare;  lor  the  relief  of  Dean  Wey- 
mouth; for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Smith,  of  Alex- 
andria ;  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Blean  ;  for  the 
relief  of  the  executors  of  John  B.  Fanning,  late  a 
purser  in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States ;  for  the 
relief  of  J.  M.  C.  Montgomery;  for  the  relief  of 
Hugh  McCuUoch  ;  for  the  relief  of  Mary  H.  Haw- 
kins; for  the  relief  of  Morris  Goldsmith  and  An- 


thony Roderick  ;  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  John  F'ry  and  Samuel  Spalding  ; 
for  the  relief  of  John  Topp. 

The  bill  "for  the  relief^  of  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  John  Donnelson,  Stephen  Heard,  and 
others;"  the  bill  "for  the  relief  of  John  H.  How- 
land,  of  New  York;"  the  bill  "to  permit  Anna 
Dubord  to  bring  certain  slaves  into  the  State  of 
Louisiana;"  and  the  resolution  "authorizing  the 
purchase  of  a  certain  number  of  copies  of  the 
Jfournal  of  Congress,  from  1774  to  1788;"'  were 
severally  read  the  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to 
the  other  House  for  concurrence. 

The  following  bills,  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, were  severally  read  the  third  lime  and 
passed  ;  the  bills  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  Samuel  Mims,  deceased;  for  the 
relief  of  William  P.  Nimmo  ;  for  the  relief  of  Alvin 
Bronson  ;  for  tlierelief  of  David  Giffin  and  Samuel 
Hoag;  for  the  relief  of  George  B.  R.  Gove;  for 
the  relief  of  Joseph  Wheaton  ;  for  the  relief  of 
William  Blagrove;  for  the  relief  of  John  Thomas 
and  Company  ;  for  the  relief  of  William  N.  Earie; 
releasing  the  owners  of  the  ship  General  Jackson 
from  the  payment  of  certain  duties;  for  the  relief 
of  Charles  Humphrey  ;  for  the  relief  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  Elijah  Brush  ;  for  the  relief  of  Joseph 
Marechal ;  providing  for  the  repaying  to  Bazaleel 
Wells,  a  certain  sum  of  money  by  him  erroneously 
paid  into  the  Treasury;  for  the  relief  of  Stephen 
Brace ;  for  the  relief  of  Lemuel  Arms  ;  for  ihe  re- 
lief of  Mareen  Duval;  for  the  relief  of  Elliott 
Rucker ;  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Williams  ;  for 
the  relief  of  Nathaniel  Jones;  for  the  relief  of 
John  Wilmot;  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Lightner; 
for  the  relief  of  David  Cooper;  for  the  relief  of 
David  Beard  ;  for  the  relief  of  Solomon  Sibley: 
for  the  relief  of  Frederick  Perley ;  to  compensate 
William  Cocke  for  certain  military  services,  ren- 
dered during  ihe  late  war;  for  the  relief  of  John 
T.  Johnson  ;  and  an  act  authorizing  the  issuing 
of  certain  debentures  to  Bernard  Tliooft. 

The  amendments  made  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  the  bill  from  the  Senate  "  for  the 
relief  of  Dean  Weymouth,"  were  taken  up  for 
consideration.  The  first  amendment  was  con- 
curred in,  and  the  second  was  disagreed  to. 

The  Senate  resolved  to  adhere  to  that  part  of 
their  amendment  to  the  bill  "concerning  invalid 
pensioners,"  which  was  disagreed  to  by  the  House 
o'f  Representatives. 


Monday,  May  17. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Barton,  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  was  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  resolution,  "directing  an  in- 
quiry whether  any  further  legislation  be  neces- 
sary to  prevent  frauds  in  surveying  the  public 
lands,  and  in  making  certificates  thereof."  \ft'.  B. 
stated  that  the  committee  were  of  opinion  that 
the  present  laws  are  amply  sufficient  to  attain  the 
objects  of  the  resolution ;  and  therefore  had  di- 
rectt^d  this  motion  to  be  submitted. 

Mr.  Benton  gave  notice  that  he  should  to- 
morrow ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  "  to  com- 
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plete  the  survey  of  the  Southern  and  Western  I 
boundaries  of  the  Slate  of  Missouri."  \ 

In  pur>uancc  of  notice  given  on  Saturday  last,  ! 
Mr.  LowRiE  asked  leave  to  introduce  a  joint  res-  I 
olution,  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  State  to  fur-  : 
nish  one  copy  of  Tanner's  American   Atlas  to 
each  of  our  Ministers  and  Charges  des  Affaires,  ; 
at  foreign  Courts.     Leave  was  accordingly  grant- 
ed— the  resolution  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  sec- 
ond reading 


The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  tlie  Whole,  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Edward  Evans;"  and,  no  amendment 
having  been  made  thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the 
Senate,  and  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  following  bills,  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, respecting  private  claims,  bad  their 
third  reading,  and  were  passed: 

The  bill  lor  the  relief  of  Archibald  Clark;  for 
the  relief  of  Daniel  Carroll,  of  Duddingtun,  and 


Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  Com-    others  ;  for  the  relief  of  Robert  S.  Forman,  sup- 


roittee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  revive  and  extend  the 
term  of  certain  pensions,  which  have  expired  by 
limitation,"  reporled  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  from  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  granting  certain  lots  of  ground 


,.  >> 


plemeniary  to  an  act,  entitled  an  act  to  authorize 
the  legal  representatives  of  John  B.  Mebane,  to 
collect  certain  arrears  of  taxes ;  for  the  relief  of 
Jacob  Slough  ;  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Firman, 
and  others  ;  for  the  relief  of  Is'^ac  Collier  and 
others  ;  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Charles  Bradford  ;  for  the  reliel  of  the  legal 
to  the  Corporation  of  the  city  of  Mobile,  and  to  ;  representatives  of  John  Lauderman  ;  for  the  re- 
certain  individuals  of  said  city."  reported  it  with-  .  I'ff  of  William  Hall,  an  invalid  soldier  of  the 
out  amendment.  Revolutionary  Army  ;  for  the  relief  of  Alexander 

Mr.  Barton,  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Scott,  late  collector  at  Pensacola ;  for  the  reliet 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  i  of  Joshua  Bennett  ;  lor  the  relief  of  Benjamin 
"An  act  to  allow  further  time  to  complete  the  King;  for  the  relief  ol  Jonas  Duncan  ;  for  the  re- 
lief of  Ilobtrt  Brotherton  ;  for  the  relief  of  John 
S.  Moffit ;  for  the  relief  of  certain  persons  who 
imported  goods  into  Castine,  during  the  late  war  ; 
for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Desobry  ;  for  the  re- 
lief of  J.  Ottremare  ;  for  the  relief  of  Dean  Wey- 
mouth ;  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Smith,  of  Alex- 
andria ;  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Blean';  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  executors  of  John  B.  Fanning,  late  a 
purser  in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States;  for  the 
relief  of  J.  M.  C.  Montgomery  ;  for  the  relief  of 
Maturin  Guichot ;  for  the  relief  of  Hugh  Mc- 
Culloch  ;  lor  the  relief  of  Mary  H.  Hawkins;  for 
the  relief  of  Morris  Goldsmith  and  Anthony  Ro- 
derick ;  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  John  Fry  and  Samuel  Spalding;  for  the  relief 
of  John  Topp;  for  the  relief  of  James,  Jehu,  and 
Nathaniel  Brooks. 

The  bill  "  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  L.  Ogden, 
and  others,"  was  taken  up  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole.  This  is  a  claim  for  wood  cut  down,  and 
us^d  by  the  United  States  troops  at  Sackett's 
Harbor,  during  the  late  war.  After  some  discus- 
sion, the  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  re- 
fused a  third  reading. 

The  following  bills  from  the  other  House  were 
taken  up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  reported  to 
the  Senate,  and  parsed  to  a  third  reading;  the 
bills  for  the  relief  of  John  K.  Carter;  for  the  relief 
of  Landie  Richardson  ;  and  for  the  relief  of  Rob- 
ert Sirain. 


issuing  and  locating  of  military  land  warrants, 
reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Brown,  from  the  select  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  improve  the  navigation 
of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers,"  reported  it 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  submitted  the 
following  motion  for  consideration  : 

Resolved,  That  the  PrcsiJent  of  the  United  States 
b«  requested  to  cause  a  report,  from  the  Secretary  of  I 
the  Treasury,  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  next  session  of  Congress,  showing 
the  amount  of  duties  which  shall  have  accrued  on 
importations  into  the  United  States  for  the  three- 
quarters  of  a  year,  ending  June  30,  1824  ;  also,  the 
amount  of  duties  which  would  have  accrued  on  thft 
same  importations  at  such  higher  rates  of  duty  as 
may  be  imposed  by  any  act  of  the  present  session  of 
Congress. 

Mr.  Benton,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  providing  for  the  disposition   of  three 

several  tracts  of  land  in   Tuscarawas  county,  in 

.5i 


the  State  of  Ohio,  and   for  other  purposes,"  re 
ported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Noble,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Rist,"  reported  it  with- 
out amendment. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  concur  in 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  for  impos- 
ing duties  on  imports,"  with  amendments  to  the 


INDIAN  FUR  TRADE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Benton,  the  Senate  then  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  bill  "to enable  the  President 
to  carry  into  effect  the  Treaty  made  at  Ghent  the 


first,  third,  fourteenth,  sixteenth,  and  forty-eighth  \  J4th  December,  1814,  excluding  foreigners  from 
thereof;  in  which  they  request  the  concurrence  trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes  within 
of  the  Senate.  }  the  United  States,  and  to  preserve  the  fur  trade. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com-  ]  within   the  limits  of  the  said  United  States,  to 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  for    American   citizens."      The   question    was   upon 


1 


the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Miguel   Eslava  ;"  and, 
on  motion,  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 


adopting  an  amendment,  proposed  by  Mr.  Benton 
as  a  new  section  to  the  bill,  providing  an  appro, 
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priation  of  §13,000  to  enable  the  President  to  send 
a  military  expedition  atnong  the  hostile  Indians 
on  the  Upper  Missourij/and  to  preserve  the  peace 
in  that  quarter.  Mc^rs.  Benton,  Johnson,  of 
Kentucky,  Holmes,  ^  Maine,  and  J.  S.  John- 
ston, of  Louisiana,  madt:  some  remarks  upon  this 
subject. 

Mr.  Noble  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
striking  out  all  but  the  enacting  clause,  and  in- 
serting a  provision  appropriating  §1^00  for  the 
purpose  of  enabling  the  President  to  send  a  mil- 
itary escort,  when  he  shall  think  proper,  for  the 
protection  of  commissioners  to  be  sent  to  the  Upper 
Missouri,  to  treat  with  the  Indians  in  that  quarter. 

Mr.  Benton  accepted  this  amendment,  and 
agreed  to  withdraw  that  which  he  had  proposed. 
Messrs.  Mills  and  Holmes,  of  Maine,  contended 
that  the  President  had  already  the  power  which 
this  amendment  proposes  to  give  him.  Messrs. 
Brown,  Lowrie,  Bakbour,  Edwards,  King,  of 
New  York,  H.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  and  Ben- 
ton, entered  into  the  discussion  of  the  merits  of 
the  proposed  amendment.  The  question  was  then 
put  upon  the  adoption  of  the  amendment,  and 
carried  in  the  affirmative.  The  bill,  as  amended, 
was  then  reported  to  the  Senate  ;  the  amendments 
made  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  were  agreed  to. 
The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time. 

AMERICAN  HEMP. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  on  Satur- 
day last,  by  Mr.  Benton,  was  again  read  for  con- 
sideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  direct  the  Secretary  of  the  iSavy  to 
lay  a  report  before  the  Senate,  at  the  commencement 
of  the  next  session  of  Congress,  showing  the  reason, 
if  any,  why  canvass,  cordage,  and  cables,  made  of 
hemp,  the  growth  of  the  United  States,  may  not  be 
used  in  the  equipment  of  national  vessels. 

Mr.  Benton  said  hi>  object  in  presenting  the 
resolution  was,  to  find  out  the  reason  which  ex- 
cludes American  hemp  from  American  ships. 
The  objection  being  known,  could  be  met  and 
conquered,  if  it  was  not  insuperable.  A  defect 
in  the  fibre  might  be  incurable;  but,  if  the  ob- 
jection goes  only  to  the  preparation,  the  manu- 
facture, or  the  want  of  an  adequate  supply,  there 
is  nothing  invincible  in  it. 

Mr.  B.  wished  the  Navy  to  be  national,  not 
only  in  the  hearts  which  fill  it,  but  in  the  material 
of  which  it  is  built.     He  objected  to  the  quantity 
of  foreign  material   now  used  ;  iron  from  Swe- 
den, hemp  from  Russia,  copper  from  England, 
lead  from  the  Mediterranean.     Wood,  alone,  was 
the  product  of  the  United  States.     He  referred 
to  an  official  paper  to  show  the  cost  of  these  ma- 
terials in  a  ship  of  the  line  : 
Iron      -        -    ^23,000— The  North  Carolina  74 
Hemp   -        -    §61,000— The  Columbus  74 
Copper-        -    5>57,000 — The  Columbus  74 
Wood   -        -    S70,000— The  Columbus  74 
Lead     -        -      $2,500— The  North  Carolina  74 

He  pointed  out  the  enormous  disproportion  of 
cost  between  the  foreign  and  the  domestic  mate- 


rial ;  and  calculated  the  loss  to  American  citi- 
zens, and  the  gain  to  the  serfs  and  boors  of  Eu- 
rope, in  building  the  nine  ships  of  the  line  and 
the  twelve  frigates,  lately  authorized  by  an  act  of 
Congress  for  the  gradual  increase  of  the  Navy. 
But  the  loss,  great  as  it  is,  be  said,  did  not  stop 
here.  When  these  nine  seventy-fours  and  twelve 
frigates  are  finished,  another  set  will  be  com- 
menced, and  the  work  will  go  on,  until  the  Re- 
public, like  the  Mother  Empire,  shall  boast  her 
"  thousand  ships  of  war."  Mr.  B.  had  no  ob- 
jection. He  was  a  friend  to  the  Navy.  He 
wished  to  see  it  grow  with  the  growing  power  of 
the  country  ;  but  he  wished  it  also  to  be  national 
in  material,  as  well  as  in  crews  and  commanders  ; 
and  he  claimed  for  the  American  people  the  bene- 
fit of  the  expenditure  which  creates  it. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  said  he  did  not 
rise  to  oppose  the  resolution,  as  he  was  perfectly 
willing  to  vote  for  any  information  on  the  sub- 
ject; but  he  wished  to  suggest  an  amendment.  ^ 
He  remarked  upon  the  national  character  which 
the  Navy  already  possessed — he  repelled  the  idea, 
which  had  frequently  been  expressed  that  the 
Navy  was  peculiarly  an  Eastern  or  sectional  in- 
terest. He  adverted  to  an  act  which  had  been 
recently  brought  forward,  and  which  had  passed 
the  Senate,  for  the  building  an  additional  num-  ' 
ber  of  sloops  of  war;  a  class  of  vessels  which 
was  not  absolutely  necessary,  in  the  deep  waters 
of  the  North,  but  which  was  peculiarly  adapted 
for  the  protection  of  the  mouth  of  the  great  rivers 
of  the  West,  and  the  products  of  the  Western 
States,  which  were  constantly  descending  those 
rivers. 

Mr.  L.  proposed  to  amend  the  resolution,  so  as 
to  extend  the  inquiry  to  the  relative  advantages 
of  using,  for  the  Navy,  the  domestic  or  the  for- 
eign material  mentioned  in  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Benton  assented  to  the  remarks  made  by 
the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  and  agreed  to 
the  proposed  modification  of  his  resolution. 

Mr.  Smith  made  a  few  remarks,  in  order  to 
show  that  foreign  materials  were  not  now  used 
in  the  construction  of  our  public  vessels  to  the 
extent  apprehended  by  the  honorable  member 
from  Missouri. 

The  question  on  agreeing  to  the  resolution  was 
then  put,  and  carried  in  the  affirmative. 

THE  TARIFF. 

The  amendments  which  were  made  in  Senate, 
and  disagreed  to  in  the  House  of  Representatives, 
to  the  bill  "  to  amend  the  several  acts  for  impo- 
sing duties  on  imports,"  was  taken  up  for  consid- 
eration. 

The  House  propose  to  amend  the  first  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate,  which  provides  for  a  duly  of 
fifteen  per  centum  on  Russia,  Holland,  and  Ra- 
ven's duck,  by  striking  out  the  words  "  Russia, 
Holland,  and  Raven's,"  and  inserting,  in  lieu 
thereof,  the  word  "sail,"  so  as  to  read  "on  sail 
duck.'-  On  motion  of  Mr.  Dickehsun,  the  Senate 
agreed  to  this  amendment. 

The  House  refuse  to  concur  in  the  following 
proviso,  inserted  by  the  Senate :  "  Provided,  That, 
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'  on  all  manufactures  of  wool,  or  of  which  wool 
'  shall  be  a  component  part,  the  actual  value  of 
'  which,  at  the  place  whence  imported,  shall  not 
'  exceed  thirty-three  and  a  third  cents  per  square 
'  yard,  shall  be  charged  with  a  duty  of  twenty-five 
'  per  centum  ad  valorem."  Mr.  Barbour  moved 
that  the  Sjenate  do  insist  upon  its  amendment,  in 
this  case.  Messrs.  Dickerson  and  Eaton,  op- 
posed this  motion.  On  this  question  the  votes 
were  as  follows : 

Ybas — Messrs.  Barbour,  Branch,  Clayton,  Elliott, 
Gaillard,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes  of  Mis- 
sissippi, Jackson,  H.  Johnson,  J.  8.  Johnston.  Kelly, 
King  of  Alabama,  Kin?  of  New  York.  Lloyd  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, Macon,  Mills,  Parrott,  Smith,  Taylor  of  Vir- 
ginia, Van  Dyke,  Ware,  and  Williams — 23. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barton.  Bell,  Benton,  Brown,  Chan- 
dler, D'Wolf,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  EdwarJs,  Findlay, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Knight,  Lanman,  Jjowrie,  Mc- 
Itvaine,  Noble,  Palmer,  Ruggles.  Seymour,  Talbot, 
Taylor  of  Indiana,  Thomas,  and  Van  Buren — 23. 

The  Senate  being  thus  divided  on  the  question, 
the  Vice  President  resumed  the  Chair,  and  gave 
his  casting  vote  in  favor  of  insistmg  upon  the  pro- 
viso. And  so  the  Senate  determined  to  insist  upon 
retaining  the  proviso. 

The  House  refuse  to  concur  in  the  amendment, 
by  which  the  Senate  struck  out  the  following 
clause:  "On  cotton  bagging,  four  and  a  half 
cents  per  square  yard."  Mr.  Dickerson  moved 
that  the  Senate  do  recede  from  this  amendment. 
The  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Hayne.  J.  S. 
Johnston,  of  Louisiana,  and  H.  Johnson,  of 
Louisiana,  and  supported  by  Mr.  Johnson,  of 
Kentucky. 

Mr.  J.  S.  Johnston  said,  he  did  not  rise  to  dis- 
cuss a  bill  which  had  occupied  so  much  time. 
His  object  was  to  slate  the  question  now  pending 
fairly  to  the  House.  It  was  a  question  between 
the  Western  States  and  the  cotton  planting  States. 
The  other  States  were  indifferent  and  neutral; 
and,  therefore,  properly  umpires  between  them.  He 
submitted  his  remarks  to  the  candor  of  gentlemen 
interested,  and  hoped  they  would  receive  and  es- 
timate them  in  the  spirit  of  justice  and  concilia- 
tion. 

He  said  it  must  be  confessed,  that,  whatever 
might  be  the  effect  of  this  bill,  it  did  not  operate 
beneficially  upon  the  cotton  States;  that,  in  a  bill 
embracing  nearly  all  the  intere&ts  of  the  country, 
not  one  item  was  introduced  which  could  in  the 
least  profit  them;  they  are  beyond  the  reach  of 
protection.  It  must  he  equally  evident  that  the 
bill  is  predicated  on  a  general  rise  of  about  ten 
per  cent,  on  all  articles;  that  the  weight  of  this 
increased  duty  falls  equally  upon  the  Southern 
States:  ihey  must  bear  the  full  proportion  of  this 
tax  upon  every  article  of  consumption.  He  ?aid 
the  duty  on  duck  and  coarse  linens,  articles  of  the 
same  description,  had  been  excepted  from  the  bill ; 
this  had  been  from  respect  to  peculiar  interests. 
He  approved  of  the  exception.  They  fell  upon  a 
peculiar  class,  and  might  impair  the  ship  building 
and  navigation.  Cotton  bagging,  although  com- 
ng  within  the  scope  of  the  excep~tion,  was  not  in- 
cluded :  he  did  not  ask  that.    He  was  willing  to 


I  increase  the  duty  at  the  rate  of  all  other  articles, 
J  to  twenty-five  per  cent ;  and  he  did  this  with  a 
j  view  to  meet  the  gentlemen  in  the  spirit  of  con- 
I  ciliation  and  compromise.     The  present  duty  is 
!  equal  to  2\  cents  per  running  yard,  the  proposed 
i  duty  is  equal  to  4^  cents  per  square  yard,  equ^l  to 
5:|:  per  running  yard.     The  increase  to  25  per  cent, 
is  equal  to  3^  cents.     This  conforms  to  the  gen- 
eral principles  of  the  bill,  and  he  hoped  would  en- 
courage the  production  of  the  article.     It  will  not 
operate  unequally  and  unjustly.     He  made  some 
remarks  upon  the  quantity  consumed,  cost,  present 
amount  of  duty,  and   the  sum  which  would    be 
drawn  from  the  cotton  Slates  by  the   increased 
duty. 

He  said  that  Kentucky  had,  no  doubt,  suffered 
much  distress  in  consequence  of  the  sudden  revul- 
sion that  took  place  after  the  war,  dc,  perhaps  by 
i  the  means  which  she  had  adopted,  to  avert  the 
evil.  But,  he  said,  he  believed  that,  at  least  with 
regard  to  his  own  State — she  was  now  undergo- 
ing the  same  trial  through  which  Kentucky  had 
passed — she  was  now  struggling  with  her  debts,  loss 
of  crops,  fall  of  prices,  and  depreciation  of  property 
— she  had  been  obliged  to  borrow  two  millions  to 
avoid  the  fatal  contrivances  of  other  States — she 
had  avoided  siopiaws,  replevins,  paper  money ;  but, 
to  relieve  the  pecuniary  distress,  she  had  been  obli- 
ged to  pledge  the  public  credit  for  two  millions. 
There  was  nothing  in  her  situation  to  warrant  the 
imposition  of  any  unequal  tax  upon  her. 

He  concluded  by  repeating,  that,  receiving  no 
advantage  from  the  bill,  bearing  an  equal  portion 
of  the  whole  burden,  and  as  exceptions  had  been 
made  in  favor  of  articles  of  a  similar  description, 
and  in  favor  of  particular  interests,  he  submitted 
to  the  candor  of  the  Wot,  and  to  the  judgment  of 
the  House,  whether  a  greater  increase  ought  to  be 
demanded  than  twenty-five  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 
The  question  on  receding  was  then  put,  and  de- 
cided in  the  negative,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  fol- 
lows : 

YsiB — Messrs.  Barton,  Bell.  Benton,  Brown,  Chan- 
dler, D'Wolf,  Dickerson,  Edwards,  Findlay,  Johnson 
of  Kentucky,  Knight,  Lanman,  Lowrie,  Mcllvaine, 
Noble,  Palmer,  Ruggles,  Seymour,  Talbot,  Taylor  of 
Indiana,  and  Thomas — 21. 

Nats— ^lessrs.  Barbour,  Branch,  Clayton,  Eaton, 
Elliott,  Gaillard,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes 
of  Mississippi.  Jackson,  H.  Johnson,  J.  S.  Johnston, 
Kelly,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New  York,  Lloyd  of 
Massachusetts,  Macon.  Mills,  Parrott,  Smith,  Taylor 
of  Virginia,  Van  Buren,  Van  Dyke,  Ware,  and  Wil- 
liamf^ — 25. 

So  the  Senate  refuse  to  recede  from  their  amend- 
ment, by  which  the  duty  on  cotton  bagging  was 
stricken  out.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Dickerson,  the 
Senate  then  determined  to  insist  upon  that  amend- 
ment. 

The  House  refuse  to  concur  in  the  amendment, 
by  which  the  Senate  struck  out  the  fourth  section, 
providing  for  the  allowance  of  drawback  on  plain 
silk  and  nankeen  cloths,  imported  in  American 
vessels  from  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  al- 
though the  said  cloths,  before  the  exportation 
thereof,  shall  have  been  colored,  printed,  stained, 
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dyed,  stamped,  or  printed,  in   the  United  States. 
Mr.  Dickerson  moved   that  the  Senate  do  insist  ' 
upon  this  amendment.    This  motion  was  opposed  | 
by  Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts.     It  was  decided  j 
in  the  negative.     On  motion  of  Mr.  Lowrie,  the  i 
Senate  receded   from  the  amendment,  by  which 
the  fourth  section  was  stricken  out.  So  the  fourth 
section  was  retained,  as  amended   in  the  House, 
by  striking  out  the  words  "  and  nankeen  cloths." 

PUNISHMENT  OF  CRIMES. 

On    motion  of  Mr.   Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts, 
the  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  '*  to  provide  for  the  pun- 
'  ishment  of  certain  crimes  committed  in  any  navy  I 
' yard, fort, arsenal, magazine, dockyard, lighthouse, ; 
'  tract  of  land,  or  other  place,  the  exclusive  juris-  j 
'  diction  of  which  belongs  to  the  United  States;"  j 
Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  was  called  to  the  Chair.  : 
Mr.  Lanman  opposed  the  passage  of  the  bill,  and 
was  replied  to  bv  Mr.  Lloyd.     Mr.  Eaton  sub- 
mitted a  new  bill,  as  an  amendment  to  that  under  '■ 
consideration.      The   amendment   was  adopted  ; 
and  the  bill,  as  amended,  was  reported  to  the  Sen- 
ate.   Messrs.  J.  S.  Johnston,  oi  Louisiana,  Tal-  j 
BOT,  Holmes,  of  Maine,  Mills,  Chandler,  Van 
Bl'Ren,  and  Lanman,  discussed  the  propriety  and 
expediency  of  passing  the  bill.     An  amendment  i 
proposed  by  Mr.  Mills,  rendering  the  bill  more 
specific  as  to  the  crimes  to  be  included  in  its  pro-  \ 
visions,  was  adopted.     .The  bill  was  then  passed  i 
to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time;  yeas  36,  | 
nays  8,  as  follows :  ' 

Ykas — Messrs.  Barbour,  Barton,  Bell,  Brown,  Clay- 
ton, Eaton,  Edwards,  Elliott,  G<»illard,  Hayne,  Holmes  ! 
of  Maine,  Holmes  of  Mississippi,    Jackson,  Johnson  | 
of  K 'ntucky,  H.  Johnsin,  J.  S.  Johnston,  Kelly,  King 
of  Alabama,    King  of  New  York,    Knight,    Lloyd  of  i 
Massachusetts,  Mcllvaine  Mills,  Noble,  Palmer,  Par-  ; 
rott,    Seymour,    Smith,    Talbot,  Taylor    of    Indiana, 
Taylor  of  Virginia,  Thomas,  Van   Buren,  Van  Dyke,  , 
Ware,  and  Williams.  j 

Nats— Messrs.    Benton,   Chandler,  D'Wolf,  Dick-  i 
erson,  Findlay,  Lanman,  Lowrie,  Macon.  | 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives  | 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  ask  a  confer-  , 
ence  with  the  Senate  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  j 
the   two    Houses,  upon    the   amendments  of  the 
Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  the 
several  acts   imposing  duties   on   imports  ;*'  and 
have  appointed  managers   at  the  same  on  their 
part. 


Tuesday,  May  18. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  S.mith,  the  Committee  on 
Finance  were  discharged  from  the  consideration 
of  the  memorial  of  the  banking  institutions  of 
Charleston,  South  Carolina,  and  the  petition  of 
the  legal  representatives  of  James  Roddy  ;  and 
also  from  the  resolutions  of  the  12th  of  December, 
8th  January,  and  18th  February  last. 

Mr.  Barton,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  enabling  the  claimants  to  lands  within  the 
Stale  of  Missouri,  and  Territory  of  Arkansas,  to 


institute  proceedings  to  try  the  validity  of  their 
claims,"  reported  it  with  amendments,  which 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  Dickerson,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations 
for  deepening  the  channel  leading  into  the  harbor 
of  Presque  Isle,  and  for  repairing  Plymouth  beach," 
reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Dickerson,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  David  Melville, 
made  a  report,  which  was  read  and  considered  ; 
and,  in  concurrence  therewith,  the  committee 
were  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of 
the  subject. 

Mr.  Dickerson,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  James  B.  Fiske, , 
and  others,  made  a  report,  which  was  read  and 
considered ;  and,  in  concurrence  therewith,  re- 
solved, that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  ought  not 
to  be  granted. 

Mr.  Benton  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  to  complete  the  survey  of  the  southern 
and  western  boundary  of  the  State  of  Missouri, 
which  was  twice  read,  by  unanimous  consent,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Brown,  from  the  select  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  State  of  Indiana 
to  open  a  canal  through  the  public  lands,  to  con- 
nect the  navigation  of  the  rivers  Wabash  and  the 
Miami  of  Lake  Erie  ;"  and  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  authorize  the  Territory  of  Florida  to  open 
a  canal  through  the  public  lands,  to  unite  the 
river  St.  John's  with  the  Bay  of  St.  Augustine," 
reported  them  severally  without  amendment. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Brown,  the  select  Committee 
on  Roads  and  Canals  were  discharged  from  the 
consideration  of  two  resolutions  of  the  Gth  of  Jan- 
uary last. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion 
of  yesterday,  requesting,  at  the  next  session,  a 
report,  showing  the  eflect  of  the  new  tariff  of 
duties  on  the  revenue ;  and,  on  motion,  it  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Van  Buren,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  authorize  the  issuing  letters  patent  to 
Nathaniel  Sylvester,"  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

The  bill  from  the  other  House,  "  for  the  relief 
of  the  heirs  of  Miguel  Eslava,"  and  "  to  author- 
ize the  issuino;  of  a  register  to  the  brig  William, 
of  New  York,"  were  severally  taken  up,  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole.  The  bills  were  ex- 
plained by  the  committees  to  whom  they  had  been 
referred,  and  were  reported  to  the  Senate,  and 
passed  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  revive  and  continue  in 
force  the  first,  second,  third,  fourth,  fifth,  and 
seventh  sections  of  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  fur- 
ther to  provide  for  the  collection  of  duties  on  im- 
ports and  tonnage,'  passed  the  3d  of  March,  1815," 
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and  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  build- 
ing of  lighthouses,  light  vessels,  and  beacons, 
therein  mentioned,  and  for  other  purposes  ;"  in 
which  bills  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate.  The  said  bills  were  severally  read,  and 
passed  to  a  second  reading. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  Houi^e  have  passed 
the  resolution  which  originated  in  the  Senate, 
*'  fixing  the  time  for  an  adjournmeat  of  Congress," 
with  an  amendment. 

They  have  passed  bills  of  the  following  ti- 
tles, viz  : 

"An  act  altering  the  time  of  holding  the  ses- 
sions of  the  Supreme  Court  ;*' 

"An  act  providing  for  a  grant  of  land  for  the 
seat  of  government  in  the  Territory  of  Florida, 
and  for  other  purposes;*'  and, 

"An  act  granting  donations  of  land  to  certain 
actual  settlers  in  the  Territory  of  Florida;"  in 
which  amendment  and  bills  they  request  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senate. 

The  said  bills  were  severally  read  twice,  by 
unanimous  consent;  and  the  first  mentioned  bill 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 
The  two  last  mentioned  bills  were  severally  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lauds. 

THE  TARIFF. 
The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
insisting  on  their  disa^eement  to  the  two  amend- 
ments made  in  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "to  amend 
the  several  acts  for  imposing  duties  on  imports," 
(the  one  of  which  was  the  insertion  of  a  proviso, 
exempting  low  priced  woollen  goods  from  any 
higher  duty  than  twenty-five  per  cent.;  and  the 
other,  the  striking  out  ot"  the  duty  on  cotton  bag- 
ging,) and  proposing  the  appointment  of  a  Com- 
mittee of  Conference  on  the  subject;  was  taken 
up  for  consideration. 

Mr.  DicKERSON  moved  that  the  Senate  do  now 
recede  from  the  first  of  the  contested  amendments, 
respecting   low   priced  woollens.      This   motion 
was  advocated   by  the   mover,   and   opposed   by 
Messrs.  Barbour.  Hayne,  and  King  of  Alabama. 
Mr.  LowRiE  submitted  some  remarks  on  the  sub- 
ject.    Mr.   UiCKEHsuN   withdrew   his  motion   to 
recede,  and   the  question  was  then  taken  upon 
concurring  with  the  other  House,  in  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Committee  of  Conference,  upon  the 
points   of   difference    between    the   two   Houses. 
This  was  agreed  to;  and  the  President  appointed 
Messrs.    Lloyd   of   Massachusetts,    Smith,   and 
Williams,  a  committee,  on  the  part  of  the  Sen- 
ate, for  that  purpose.     The  Chair  remarked  that, 
in  the  selection  of  this  committee,  it  had  taken  a 
member  from  each  of  the  great  sections  of  the 
country;  one  from  the  Northern,  one  from  the 
Middle  and  Southern,  and  one  from  the  Western, 
Stales. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Talbot,  it  was  ordered  that 

the  Committee  of  Conference  have  leave  to  sit 

during  the  sitting  of  the  Senate. 

JOHN  H.  PIATT. 

The  bill  from   the  House  of  Representatives 

"  for  the  relief  of  the  assignees  and  legal  represen- 


tatives of  John  H.  Piatt,"  was  then  taken  up  for 
consideration,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr. 
Barbour  in  the  Chair.  The  grounds  of  this 
claim  were  stated  in  the  proceedings  of  the  other 
House,  upon  the  bill.  A  long  discu.s>.ioD,  touching 
the  merits  of  the  claim,  took  nlace.  Mr.  Van 
BuREN  stated  the  views  which  the  Judiciary 
Committee  entertained  iu  relation  to  it.  Messrs. 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Ruggles,  Brown,  Noble, 
Van  Dyke,  and  Talbot,  advocated  the  allow- 
ance proposed  in  the  bill ;  and  Messrs.  Eaton, 
Smith,  and  Chandler,  opposed  it.  Messrs.  J.  S. 
Johnston  of  Louisiana,  and  Lanman,  made  some 
remarks  upon  the  subject.  Mr.  Lanman  moved 
to  reduce  the  sum,  to  be  granted  by  the  bill,  from 
S63,000,  to  S42,0UU.  This  motion  was  opposed 
by  Messrs.  Brown  and  Van  Buhen,  and  decided 
in  the  negative — yeas  12,  nays  28,  as  follows: 

Ybas— Messrs.  Benton,  Chandler,  Clayton,  D' Wolf, 
Dickerson,  Eaton,  Jackson,  King  of  IVevr  York, 
Knight.  Lanman,  Macon,  and  Parrott. 

Nais — Messrs.  Barbour,  Barton,  Brown,  Edwards, 
Elliott,  Findlay,  GaillarJ,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  .Maine, 
Holmes  of  Mississippi,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Henry 
Johnson,  J.  S.  Johnston,  Kelly,  King  of  Alabama, 
Lowrie,  Mcllvaine,  Mills,  Noble,  Palmer,  Ruggles, 
Seymour,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Taylor  of  Vir- 
ginia, Thomas,  Van  Buren,  and  Ware. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate.  Mr. 
Be-nton  opposed  its  pas.<jage  to  a  third  reading, 
and  moved  that  it  be  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
This  motion  was  carried,  and  so  the  bill  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


Wednesday,  May  19. 

The  resolution  .submitted  on  Monday  last  by 
Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  "requesting  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  be  laid  be- 
fore the  Senate  at  the  commencement  of  the  next 
session  of  Congress,  showing  the  amount  of  duties 
which  shall  have  accrued  on  importations  into 
the  United  States  for  the  three  quarters  of  a  year 
ending  June  30,  1S24 ;  also,  the  amount  of  duties 
which  would  have  accrued  on  the  same  importa- 
tions at  such  higher  rates  of  duly  as  may  be  im- 
posed by  any  act  of  the  present  session  of  Con- 
gress," was  again  read  for  consideration.     Mr.  L. 

I  very  briefly  explained  his  views  in  its  introduc- 

jtion;  and  the  resolution  was  agreed   to   by   the 

j  Senate. 

!  Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  en- 

!  titled  "An  act  granting  donations  of  land  to  cer- 
tain actual  settlers  in  the  Territory  of  Florida," 
reported  it  without  amendment. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the 
building  of  lighthouses,  light-vessels,  and  beacons, 
therein  mentioned,  and  for  other  purposes,"  and 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  revive  and  continue 
in  force  the  first,  second,  third,  fourth,  fifth,  and 
seventh  sections  of  the  act,  cntitlt-d  'An  act  fur- 
ther to  provide  lor  the  collection  of  duties  on  im- 
ports aad  tonnage,  passed  the  3d  of  March,  1815," 


were  severally  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufac- 
tures. . 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  altering  the  time  for 
holding  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for 
the  fourth  circuit  in  the  Maryland  district;"  in 
which  they  request  the  concurrence  of  ihe  Senate. 

The  said  bill  was  twice  read,  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  en- 
titled "An  act  for  a  {rrant  of  land  for  the  seat  of 
government  in  the  Territory  of  Florida,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  reported  it  with  amendments, 
which  were  read. 

Mr.  Eaton,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  granting  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  cer- 
tain actual  settlers  in  that  part  of  the  former 
province  of  West  Florida  included  in  the  district 
of  Jackson  Courthouse,  in  the  State  of  Mississippi, 
and  in  the  district  of  St.  Helena  Courthouse,  in 
the  State  of  Louisiana,"  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  Eaton  presented  the  memorial  of  Alexan- 
der Moore,  and  others,  of  Alexandria  county,  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  praying  that  the  bill 
before  Congress,  relating  to  the  Levy  Court  of 
said  county,  may  be  suspended  until  the  next  ses- 
sion. The  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  issuing  a  resrisier 
to  the  brig  William,  of  New  York,"  was  read  the 
third  time. 

Upon  the  passage  of  the  last  mentioned  bill, 
there  was  some  discussion,  in  which  Messrs. 
Smith,  and  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  advocated, 
and  Messrs.  D'Wolf  and  Parrott  opposed  the 
bill.     It  was  passed — yeas  32,  nays  13,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Barbour,  Barton,  Branch,  Clayton, 
Eaton,  Edwards,  Elliott,  Findlay,  Gaillard,  Hayne, 
Holmes  of  Maine,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Henry 
Johnson,  Kelly,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New  York, 
Knight,  Lanman,  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  Lowrie, 
Mcllvaine,  Macon,  Mills,  Seymour,  Smith,  Talbot, 
Taylor  of  Indiana,  Taylor  of  Virginia,  Thomas,  Van 
Buren,  Van   Dyke,  and  Ware. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bell,  Benton,  Brown,  Chandler, 
D'Wolf,  Dickerson,  Holnkfs  of  Mississippi,  Jackson, 
J.  8.  Johnston,  Noble,  Palmer,  Parrott,  and  Williams. 

The  bills  from  the  other  House  for  the  relief  of 
John  K.  Carter;  for  the  relief  of  Landie  Richard- 
son; for  the  relief  of  Robert  Strain;  for  the  relief 
of  the  heirs  of  Miguel  Eslava;  were  severally 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Edward  Evans," 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  resolution,  which  originated  in  the  Senate, 
"  to  authorize  the  purchase  of  a  certain  number  of 


the  copies  of  the  Journals  of  Congress,  from  1774 
to  1788,"  with  amendments,  in  which  they  request 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  said 
amendments.  The  House  propose  to  strike  out 
"300,"  the  number  of  copies  contemplated  to  be 
purchased,  and  to  insert  "630."  After  consider- 
able discussion,  the  resolution  and  amendment 
were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  ^able. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Macon,  the  resolution,  as  it 
came  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  fixing 
the  27th  instant  for  the  adjournment  of  the  present 
session  of  Congress,  was  taken  up  for  considera- 
tion, and  concurred  in  by  the  Senate. 

The  bill  "to  provide  for  the  punishment  of 
certain  crimes,  when  committed  in  any  navy  yard, 
fort,  arsenal,  magazine,  dockyard,  lighthouse,  or 
other  place,  belonging  to  the  United  States,"  and 
the  bill  "to  enable  the  President  to  carry  into  ef- 
fect the  treaty  made  at  Ghent  the  24th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1814,  excluding  foreigners  from  trade  and 
intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes  within  the 
United  States,  and  to  preserve  the  fur  trade  within 
the  limits  of  the  said  United  States,  to  American 
citizens,"  were  severally  read  the  third  time, 
passed,  and  sent  to  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence.  The  title  of  the  last  mentioned 
bill  was  altered  to  the  following:  "An  act  to  en- 
able the  Pj-esident  to  hold  treaties  with  certain 
Indian  tribes,  and  for  other  purposes." 

MISSISSIPPI  AND  OHIO  RIVERS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Talbot,  the  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  "to  improve  the  navi- 
gation of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers,"  was 
taken  up  for  consideration,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  Mr.  Barbour  in  the  Chair.  Messrs. 
Brown  and  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  explained  the 
objects  of  this  bill,  and  its  importance  to  the  West- 
ern States. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  spoke  as  follows: 
Mr.  President,  it  is  much  to  be  regretted  that 
want  of  time  will  prevent  that  full  discussion  of 
the  merits*of  the  bill  under  consideration,  which 
the  importance  of  the  measure  demands.  The 
House  of  Representatives  have  carefully  investi- 
gated the  subject ;  and,  after  the  most  dispassionate 
deliberation,  with  a  full  knowledge  of  the  fact  be- 
fore them,  have  passed  the  bill  appropriating 
seventy-five  thousand  dollars  for  removing  certain 
obstructions  from  the  channels  of  the  Ohio  and 
Mississippi.  It  is  an  experiment  to  render  more 
secure  the  navigation  of  these  great  rivers  of  the 
West,  destined  by  nature  to  bear  to  the  Atlantic 
States,  and  to  the  rest  of  the  world,  the  rich 
treasures  which  are  every  day  disclosing  them- 
selves of  that  extensive  country.  This  decision 
of  the  popular  branch  of  the  National  Legisla- 
ture, in  favor  of  an  object  of  such  magnitude, 
whether  considered  in  relation  to  the  interest  of 
the  West,  or  of  the  whole  nation,  is  entitled  to 
high  consideration  from  the  Senate;  and,  in  its 
wisdom  and  magnanimity,  to  give  it  their  cordial 
sanction,  we  repose  a  degree  of  confidence  bor- 
dering upon  certainty.  If,  however,  we  should 
be  fjpund  mistaken  in  this  expectation,  if  such  op- 
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position  should  appear  against  an  appropriation 
so  reasonable,  and  in  whicb  one-half  ot  the  States 
in  the  Union  have  a  direct,  and  all  a  deep  interest, 
as  to  force  us  into  a  discussion  of  the  merits  of  the 
bill,  we  have  the  fullest  confidence  that  the  inves- 
tigation must  result  in  an  entire  conviction  of  the 
utility  of  the  measure. 

It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  survey  has 
been  made  by  order  of  the  Government,  The 
commissioners,  who  had  no  other  interest  than 
what  is  common  to  every  American,  have  made 
a  faithful  report,  which  is  now  before  us;  and  it 
gives  us  a  knowledge  of  the  true  cause,  and  of  all 
the  causes,  which  render  our  navigation  danger- 
ous. It  is  the  opinion  of  the  most  scientific  and 
experienced  engineers,  that  these  causes  may  be 
removed  at  an  expense  quite  inconsiderable,  com- 
pared with  the  advantages  which  would  ensue. 
For  the  accomplishment  of  this  object,  we  appeal 
to  the  magnanimity  of  the  Government.  It  is  but 
what  justice  demands.  We  only  ask  for  a  small 
proportion  of  that  protection  to  our  commerce 
which  we  have  never  refused  to  other  parts  of  the 
United  States. 

It  would  require  much  time  to  detail  the  disas- 
trous consequences  which  have  resulted  from  those 
obstructions,  both  to  the  lives  and  property  of  our 
Western  citizens.  We  have  every  year,  and  al- 
most every  week,  detailed  accounts  of  the  losses 
sustained,  with  every  description  of  craft  which 
floats  upon  those  waters,  from  the  majestic  steam- 
boat down  to  the  smallest  flats,  and  even  rafts, 
used  for  the  conveyance  to  market  of  the  surplus 
produce  of  our  agricultural  interest. 

It  will  not  be  alleged  against  the  citizens  of  the 
West  that  they  have  ever  been  wanting  in  pa- 
triotic devotion  to  the  interest  of  the  whole  nation, 
in  war  or  in  peace.  They  have  cheerfully  con- 
tributed their  full  proportion,  both  of  men  and 
money,  for  the  common  defence.  And  in  the 
protection  of  commerce  upon  the  ocean,  in  which 
they  have  but  an  intermediate  interest,  they  have 
made  a  common  cause  with  their  fellow-citizens 
of  the  Ea>t.  In  time  of  peace,  they  have  never 
hesitated  to  co-operate  in  measures  of  general 
utility,  regardless  of  sectional  interests.  It  i>  need- 
less to  refer  to  the  annual  appropriations  of  this 
body  for  the  security  of  the  commerce  of  the  ocean, 
whether  for  fortifications,  lighthouses,  or  any  other 
necessary  work,  because  the  West  have  cheerfully 
concurred  in  these  measures.  We  claim  no  merit 
in  the  ptrformance  of  a  common  duty,  though  our 
interest  is  not  direct,  because  we  deem  the  interest 
of  every  section  common  to  the  whole.  This 
nation  is  one  and  indivisible  ;  we  have  an  iden- 
tity of  interest.  The  body  politic,  like  that  of  one 
man,  will  guard  with  equal  care  every  member, 
while  patriotism  is  the  predominant  principle  of 
the  soul.  Citizens  of  the  East  and  the  West  have 
not  refused  to  bleed  for  each  other,  and  to  mingle 
their  ashes  in  one  common  urn.  They  have  not 
hesitated  to  defend   each    other's   rights,  and  to 

ffomote  each  other's  convenience,  as  their  own. 
n  no  case  has  this  disposition  been  wanting  to 
the  West ;  and  I  will  not  now  so  far  distrust 
the  magnanimity  of  the  East  as  to  doubt  their 


cheerful  concurrence  in  the  measure  proposed 
by  this  bill.  We  call  not  for  a  sacrifice  of  lives 
to  protect  the  commerce  of  the  West,  or  we 
know  it  would  instantly  rouse  to  arms  the  whole 
host  of  gallant  freemen  from  Maine  to  Georgia. 
But  we  ask  for  a  small  appropriation  to  remove 
from  our  waters  obstructions  more  formidable  to 
our  navigation,  and  more  dreaded  by  the  brave, 
than  a  host  of  invaders.  Uninterrupted,  they  are 
dangerous;  but,  attempt  their  removal,  and  we 
shall  find  them  harmles.s  foes.  The  object  is 
national,  though  more  immediately  aflt'cling  the 
interests  of  the  West.  If  beacons,  warning,  would 
admonish  the  navigators  of  the  cjanger,  more  than 
double  the  amount  would  be  cheerfully  appropri- 
ated for  lighthouses  upon  the  banks  of  those 
rivers  ;  but  the  novelty  of  the  mode  of  effecting 
the  same  object  should  be  no  objection  iD  the  prin- 
ciple ;  and  I  am  happy  in  the  belief  that  the  same 
magnanimity  which  has  uniformly  characterized 
the  decisions  of  this  body  will  prevail  on  this  oc- 
casion, and  that  gentlemen  from  the  East  will 
exercise  that  justice  and  liberality  which  they 
have  always  received  from  the  West. 

But  I  find  I  am  transcending  the  limits  which 
I  had  prescribed  to  myself.  It  was  my  determi- 
nation not  to  go  into  the  merits  of  the  question, 
believing  it  to  be  unnecessary,  Pre>uming  that 
the  Senate  are  possessed  of  all  the  information 
necessary  to  form  an  opinion  ;  and  that  a  dispo- 
sition prevails  to  extend  to  the  West  tne  same 
liberality  which  has  already  been  extended  to 
every  other  part  of  the  Union,  to  their  decision  it 
is  cheerfully  submitted. 

Mr,  Bknton  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  in- 
serting the  following  words :  " and  of  the  Missouri 
river,  in  the  State  of  Missouri."  This  amend- 
ment was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  a.s 
amended.  Messrs.  IN'oble  and  Talbot  opposed 
the  amendment  agreed  to  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole :  and  Mr.  Be.nton  spoke  in  favor  of  it. 
The  amendment  was  not  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Chandler  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill, 
by  inserting  the  following  clause;  "  and,  aUo,  for 
removing  tne  sand  bars,  and  other  ob>truclions, 
from  the  Kennebec  river,  between  IS'orridgewock 
and  Gardiner,  in  the  State  of  Maine  ;  and,  like- 
wise, from  the  Penobscot  river." 

In  introducing  this  amendment,  Mr.  C.  said, 
that  his  object  was  to  ascertain  whether  gentle- 
men, who  were  in  favor  of  internal  improvements, 
were  disposed  to  distribute  the  advantages  of  those 
improvements  with  any  degree  of  equality.  Even 
if  the  amendment  which  he  had  proposed  should 
be  adopted,  he  should  still  feel  compelled  to  give 
his  vote  against  the  bill;  believing,  as  he  did,  that 
Congress  had  no  Constitutional  power  fur  thus 
disposing  of  the  public  money — but  if  it  did  pas.s, 
he  wished  his  constituents  to  receive  their  due 
projvortion  of  the  expenditure. 

This  amendment  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Roo- 


GLEs,  II.  JoHN.-soN,  of  LouiNiana,  Uhowh,  and 
Talbot. — Mts>rs,  Taylor,  of  Virginia,  IIoL.MEd, 
of  Maine,  and  Macon,  opposed  the  billon  general 
principles;  and  were  replied  to,  by  Messrs.  Tal- 


BOT,  Benton,  and  Lowric.  Mr.  Chandler's 
amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Branch  proposed,  as  an  amendment,  a  new 
section,  appropriatingS500,000  for  opening  a  direct 
communication  from  Albemarle  Sound  to  the 
Atlantic  Ocean,  and  for  removing  the  obstruc- 
tions from  the  channel  that  connects  Albemarle 
Sound  with  the  Pamlico.  Mr.  Branch  made 
some  remarks  in  favor  of  this  amendment.  It 
was  lost. 

Mr,  Lourie  proposed  an  amendment,  not  af- 
fecting the  principleof  the  bill,  which  was  adopted. 

The  question  was  then  put,  upon  passing  the  bill 
to  a  third  reading;  and  determined  in  the  affir- 
mative, by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

Yeas — MesurB,  Barton,  Benton,  Brown,  D'Wolf, 
DickerRon,  Eaton,  Findlay,  Holmes  of  Mississippi, 
Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  H.  Johnson,  J.  8.  John- 
ston, Kelly,  Lanman,  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  Lowrie, 
Mcllvaine,  Noble,  Parrott,  Ruggles,  Smith,  Talbot, 
Taylor  of  Indiana,  Thomas,  and  Williams — 25. 

Nats — Messrs,  Barbour,  Bell,  Branch,  Chandler, 
Clayton,  £dwards,  Elliott,  Gaillard,  Hayne,  Holmes 
of  Maine,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New  York, 
Macon,  Mills,  Palmer.  Seymour,  Taylor  of  Virginia, 
Van  Buren,  Van  Dyke,  and  Ware— 20. 

So  the  bill  passed  to  a  third  reading. 


THE  TARIFF. 


1*=.. 


Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  fiom  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  confer  with  j  committee  on 
the  part  of  the  House  of  Representatives  on  the 
subject  of  the  disagreement  of  the  two  Houses,  in 
relation  to  two  amendments  to  the  bill  "to  amend 
the  several  acts  for  imposing  duties  on  imports," 
submitted  a  report,  in  which  is  recommended  the 
adoption  of  the  following  proposition  : 

1.  That  the  House  of  Representatives  do  recede 
from  its  disagreement  to  the  third  amendment  of  the 
Senate,  and  do  agree  to  the  same  with  the  following 
amendment:  after  the  word  "wool,"  where  it  tirst 
occurs  in  the  proviso,  strike  out  the  words,  "or  of 
which  wool  fhall  be  a  component  part,"  and  insert 
"except  flannels  and  baizes." 

2.  That  the  Senate  do  recede  from  so  much  of  its 
sixteenlb  amendment,  in  reference  to  the  specific  duty 
on  cotton  bagging,  as  is  ilisagreed  to  by  the  House  of 
Representatives;  and  that  the  clause  be  modified,  so 
as  to  read,  "  on  cotton  bugging,  three  cents  and  three- 
fourths  of  a  cent  per  square  yard." 

This  report  was  accepted  by  the  Senate  without 
division.  By  the  first  proposition  the  proviso  in 
question  is  left  as  follows:  ''Provide,  That  on 
all  manufactures  of  wool,  except  flannels  and 
baizes,  the  actual  value  of  which,  at  the  place 
whence  imported,  shall  not  exceed  thirty-three 
and  a  third  cents  per  square  yard,  shall  be  charged 
with  a  duty  of  twenty-five  i>er  centum  ad  valo- 
rem." Articles  of  which  wool  is  a  component 
part,  together  with  flannels  and  baizes,  are  thus 
made  subject  to  the  same  duties  as  are  imposed  by 
the  bill  on  other  manufactures  of  wool.  By  the 
second  proposition  the  specific  duty  of  four  and  a 
half  cents  per  square  yard  on  cotton  bagging,  as 
it  originally  stood  in  the  bill,  is  reduced  to  three 
cents  and  three-fourths  of  a  cent. 


The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the 
creation  of  a  stock,  to  an  amount  not  exceeding 
five  millions  of  dollars,  to  provide  for  the  awards 
of  the  Commissioners  under  the  treaty  with  Spain, 
of  the  22d  of  February,  1819;"  and,  on  motion, 
the  Senate  adjourned. 


Thursday,  May  20.-' 

The  Vice  President,  in  a  few  brief  remarks 
in  which  he  expressed  his  sense  of  the  kind  and 
courteous  treatment  which  he  had  experienced 
from  the  members,  collectively  and  individually, 
signified  to  the  Senate  that  he  should  not  preside 
over  the  body,  during  the  present  session,  after 
this  day.  He  then  called  upon  Mr.  Gaillard,  to 
whom  he  relinquished  the  Chair, 

Mr,  DicKERsoN,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  memorial  of  A.  B.  Woodward,  proposing  a 
standard  of  measure  for  the  United  States,  made 
a  report ;  which  was  read  and  considered ;  and, 
in  concurrence  therewith,  the  committee  were 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
subject. 

Mr.  Van  Bcren,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of 
Thomas  Robinson  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
the  legal  representative  of  Thomas  Robinson,  de- 
ceased ',  which  was  twice  read,  by  unanimous 
consent. 

Mr.  Van  Blren,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  for 
altering  the  time  for  holding  the  circuit  court  of 
the  United  States,  for  the  fourth  circuit,  in  the 
Maryland  district,"  re])ortt:d  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

The   resolution   authorizing   the   Secretary  of. 
State  to  furnish  a  copy  of  Tanner's  American 
Atlas  to  each  of  the  Ministers  Plenipotentiary 
and   Charge  d'Affaires  of  the   United   Slates,  at 
foreign  Courts,  was  read  the  second  time, 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the   House  disagree  to 
the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
'•An  act  for  the  relief  of  J.  Ottremare."     They 
have  passed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  viz  :  "An 
act  to  alter  the  judicial  districts  of  Virginia,  and 
for  other  purposes;"  "An  act  to  alter  the  times  of 
holding  the  circuit  and  district  courts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  for  the  district  of  South  Carolina  ;" 
and  "An  act  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  to 
amend  an  act  for  the  establishment  of  a  territorial 
government  in  Florida,  and  for  other  purposes  ;" 
in   which   they   request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

FIVE  MILLIONS  NEW  STOCK. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  "  to 
'  provide  for  the  issuing  of  stock,  not  exceeding 
'  five  millions  of  dollars,  to  meet  the  awards  of  the 
'  commissioners  under  the  Treaty  with  Spain,  of 
•  February  22d,  1819,"  was  taken  up  for  conside- 
ration, as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Smith  explained,  at  some  length,  theobjecls 
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contemplated  by  this  bill,  and  the  obligation  of 
the  Government  to  meet  the  awards  of  this  com- 
mission. 

Mr.  Benton  was  opposed  to  the  bill ;  and  pro- 
posed an  entire  new  bill,  making  the  amount  of 
the  awards  of  the  commissioners  payable,  to  a 
sum  not  exceeding  five  millions  of  dollars,  in 
money,  from  the  Treasury  ;  or,  if  there  should 
not  be  so  large  a  sum  on  hand,  unappropriated  to 
other  purposes,  that  certificates  of  stock  should  be 
issued,  payable,  with  interest  of  six  per  cent, 
from  the  proceeds  of  the  lands  ceded,  by  the  said 
treaty,  to  the  United  States;  or  payable  in  such 
other  way  as  Congress  may  hereafter  determine. 
Mr.  B.  proceeded  to  support  his  amendment,  as 
the  least  onerous  mode  of  di>^chargmg  the  debt. 

Mr.  LowRiE  agreed  to  the  construction  put  upon 
the  treaty  by  the  gentleman  from  Missouri;  but 
he  believed  that  justice  to  the  claimants  demand- 
ed that  the  Government  should  adopt  other  means 
to  meet  the  awards  under  that  commission  than 
from  the  proceeds  of  the  lands.  Mr.  L.  proc(?«d- 
ed  to  an  exposition  of  the  reasons  which  induced 
this  opinion.  He  was  opposed  to  the  amendment, 
and  in  favor  of  the  original  bill. 

Mr.  HoL.MEs,  of  Mame,  also  supported  the  bill 
as  it  came  from  the  other  House.  He  replied  to 
the  remarks  of  Mr.  Benton. 

Mr.  Brown  spoke  in  favor  of  the  amendment, 
as  one  of  the  best  modes  of  payment  that  could  be 
adopted  by  the  Government;  and  as  furnishing  to 
the  claimants  a  greater  remuneration  for  their 
losses  than  they  could  ever  have  obtained  from 
Spain,  without  (he  intervention  of  this  Govern- 
men  . 

Mr.  Kelly  considered  the  mode  proposed  by  the 
gentleman  from  Missouri,  of  creating  a  stock  pay- 
able frotn  the  proceeds  of  the  lands,  as  the  worst 
that  could  be  adopted,  both  as  to  its  injustice  to- 
wards the  claimants  under  the  treaty,  and  the  de- 
plorable eflfects  It  would  produce  upon  that  part 
of  the  country  in  which  the  lands  are  located. 

Mr.  Talbot  opposed  the  amendment.  He  be- 
lieved the  faith  of  the  Government  pledged  for 
the  payment  of  the  interest  annually  and  regu- 
larly, from  the  Treasury,  let  the  stocK  be  issued 
as  it  might.  There  was  no  other  alternative,  than 
to  pay  the  money  immediately,  or  to  create  a  stock, 
drawing  interest  annually.  He  considered  the 
original  bill  as  a  provision  to  borrow  the  money 
at  4^  per  cent,  and  pay  it  to  the  claimants,  rather 
than  to  pay  them  six  per  cent,  as  the  Government 
would  otherwise  be  bound  to  do. 

Mr.  Findlav  was  in  favor  of  adopting  the  first 
section  of  the  proposed  amendment.  He  prefer- 
red the  immediate  payment  of  the  money,  to  the 
creation  of  stock,  upon  which  interest  must  be 
paid. 

Mr.  Barbour  considered  the  United  States  as 
standing  bound  for  the  payment  of  five  millions 
of  dollars,  to  these  claimants.  He  admitted  that 
the  payment  of  the  principal  sura  might  be  based 
upon  the  sales  of  the  lands,  but  denied  that  the 
payment  of  the  interest  was  referrible  to  the  same 
source. 

The  question  was  then  put  upon  striking  out 


the  original  bill,  and  decided  in  the  negative.    So 
Mr.  Benton's  amendment  was  lost. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate  with- 
out amendment,  and  passed  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  the  third  time. 


Friday,  May  21. 

The  Vice  President  not  being  present,  the 
Senate  was  called  to  order  by  the  Secretary.  On 
motion  of  Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  ballot  for  a  President  pro  tempore. 

The  whole  number  of  votes  given  in  was  35; 
necessary  to  a  choice  18. 

The  honorable  John  Gaillard  had  23  votes, 
and  was  declared  to  have  been  elected  President 
pro  tempore.  Mr.  Gaillard  immediately  took 
the  Chair,  and  expressed  to  the  Senate,  in  a  very 
neat  and  appropriate  speech,  his  sen^e  of  the  high 
honor  conferred  upon  him. 

The  three  bills  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives yesterday  brought  up  for  concurrence  were 
severally  read  twice  by  unanimous  consent,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Klggles,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Nimrod  Farrow  and  Richard  Harris,  reported  it 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  Van  Buren,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  alter  llie  times  of  holding  the  circuit 
and  di>trict  courts  of  the  United  Slates  for  the 
district  of  South  Carolina,"  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  UicKERSoN,  from  the  joint  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  distribution  of  the  rooms  in  the 
centre  building  of  the  Capitol,  made  a  report,  ac- 
companied by  a  resolution  assigning  to  the  Sen- 
ate and  House  of  Representatives  the  rooms  m 
the  centre  of  the  Capitol.  The  resolution  was 
twice  read,  by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  Mills,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Mitchell,"  reported 
it  without  amendment. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Hayne,  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Atfairs  were  discharged  from  the  consider- 
ation of  the  petition  of  Peter  Trezevant ;  and  it 
was  referred  to  the  Fourth  Auditor  of  the  Trea- 
sury. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  their  amend- 
ment to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
J.  Ottremare,"  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, and  receded  therefrom. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
the  assignees  and  legal  representatives  of  John  H. 
Piatt;"  and  no  amendment  having  been  made 
thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading — yeas  25,  nays  15,  as  follows : 

Ykas — McBsrs.  Barbour,  Barton,  Brown,  D'Wolf, 
EJwariis,  Findlay,  Gaillard,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Jack- 
son, Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Henry  Johnson,  Josiah  8. 
Johnston,  Kelly,  Lowrie,  .Mclivaine,  Mills,  Noble, 
Ruggles,  Seymour,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indians,  Thom- 
as, Van  Buren,  Van  Dyke,  and  Ware. 


Nats— Meaars.  B^fll.  Benton,  Branch,  Chandler, 
Clayton,  Eaton,  Elliott.  Havne,  King  of  Alabama, 
King  of  New  York,  Knight,  Macon,  Palmer,  Parrott, 
and  Smith. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  "An  act  to  improve  the  navigation  of  the 
Ohio  and  .Missi.ssippi  rivers,"  was  read  the  third 
time,  as  amended,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  authorizing  the  sub- 
scription of  >tock  in  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware 
Canal  Company  ;  and,  on  motion,  it  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  to  authorize  the 
painting  of  the  battle  of  New  Orleans,  by  John 
Vanderlyn  ;  and,  on  motion,  it  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  to  sell  and  dispose  of 
the  refuse  lands  of  the  United  States;  and,»on 
motion,  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

A  me^sage  from  the  House  of  Repres-entatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  pas.sed 
the  bill,  which  originated  in  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of 
JohnDonnelson,  Stephen  Heard,  and  others,"  with 
an  amendment.  They  have  passed  bills  of  the 
following  titles,  viz:  "An  act  to  authorize  the 
surveying  and  making  of  a  road  from  a  point  in 
the  northwestern  boundary  of  the  State  of  Ohio, 
near  the  foot  of  the  rapids  of  the  Miami  of  Lake 
Erie,  to  Detroit,  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan," 
and  "An  act  to  discontinue  certain  post  roads,  and 
to  establish  others  ;"  in  which  amendment  and 
bills  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  creation  of  a 
stock,  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  five  millions  of 
dollars,  to  provide  for  the  awards  of  the  Commis- 
sioners under  the  treaty  with  Spain,  of  the  22d  of 
February,  1SI9,"'  was  read  the  third  time  and 
passed — yeas  31,  nays  4,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Barbour,  Barton,  Bell,  Chandler, 
D'Wolf,  Diikerson,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Elliott,  Findlay, 
Gaillard,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  .Maine,  Holmes  of  Missis- 
sippi, Jaikson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Henry  Johnson, 
Jo«iah  8.  Jithnston,  Kelly,  King  of  Alabama,  Lowrie, 
Millvaine,  Mills.  Palmer,  Parrott,  Ruggles,  Seymour, 
Smith,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  and  Thomas. 

Nats — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Macon,  and  Noble. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jackson,  the  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  "granting  a  tract  of 
land  for  the  seat  of  government  of  the  Territory 
of  Florida,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was  taken  up 
for  consideration  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  explained  the  objects  of 
the  bill.  It  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate, 
wilhoutamendment,  and  passed  toa  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lowrie,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Senate  was  directed  to  communicate  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  to  the  House 
of  Representatives,  that  the  Senate  have,  in  the 
absence  of  the  Vice  President,  elected  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Gaillard  President  of  the  Senate,  frro  f^wi. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  the  bill  report- 
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ed  by  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  "in  addi- 
tion to  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  establish  an 
uniform  system  of  naturalization,"  was  taken  up 
for  consideration  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
Mr.  Van  Buren  stated  the  provisions  of  the  dif- 
ferent sections  of  the  bill.  Its  principal  provis- 
ions are,  to  authorize  aliens,  who  were  infants  at 
the  time  of  entering  the  country,  to  take  the  oaths 
and  produce  the  necessary  proofs  of  residence  in 
the  country  for  the  requisite  period,  and  to  become 
citizens ;  and  it  also  reduces  the  term  of  resi- 
dence, prerequisite  for  an  alien  to  become  a  cit- 
izen, from/rf  to  three yeiTs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  the  pro- 
visions of  the  bill  were  limited  to  "free  wnite 
persons." 

Messrs.  Findlay,  Van  Buren,  Holmes  of 
Maine,  Mills,  Elliott,  H.  Johnson  of  Louisi- 
ana, and  Taylor  of  Virginia,  discussed  the  pro- 
priety of  the  bill,  in  respect  to  its  general  princi- 
ples, and  to  its  details. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  V^irginia,  moved  to  amend  the 
bill,  by  striking  out  all  but  the  first  section,  and 
inserting  two  other  sections  in  lieu  of  the  remain- 
der of  the  bill.     This  motion  was  lost. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  and 
passed  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  "  to  establish  a  surveyor  general's  office  in 
the  Territory  of  Arkansas,"  was  taken  up  for 
consideration,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  A 
communication  on  this  subject  from  Governor 
Miller,  of  the  Arkansas  Territory,  was  read.  Mr. 
Lowrie  made  some  remarks  in  opposition  to  the 
establishment  of  the  office  proposed  in  this  bill, 
which  he  considered  unnece^sary.  He  concluded 
by  moving  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the 
bill.  Mr.  Kelly  replied  in  support  of  the  bill. 
Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  stated  the  reasons  which 
would  induce  him  to  vote  for  postponement.  Mr. 
Barton  explained  the  views  of  the  committee  in 
relation  to  this  bill..  The  question  was  then  put 
upon  Mr.  Lowrie's  motion  to  postpone  the  bill 
indefinitely,  and  carried  in  the  affirmative,  with- 
out division. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  "for  the  relief  of  the  Colum- 
bian College,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,"  was 
next  taken  up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  Mr. 
Barbodr  explained  the  reasons  which  induced 
the  committee  to  report  the  bill.  He  reviewed 
the  history  and  present  situation  of  this  institu- 
tion, and  urged  the  propriety  of  passing  the  bill. 
The  bill  makes  a  grant  to  the  institution,  for 
whose  relief  it  is  drawn,  of  certain  property^ith- 
in  the  District  of  Columbia.  Mr.  Chandler  op- 
posed the  bill.  He  did  not  consider  this  a5_  a 
natiwinl  institution  ;  and,  therefore,  thought  it  not 
particularly  entitled  to  the  bounty  of  the  Govern- 
ment. Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  replied,  in 
support  of  the  claims  of  this  seminary  to  the  con- 
sideration of  Congress.  Mr.  Noble  also  advo- 
cated the  bill ;  and  Messrs.  Macon,  and  Taylor 
of  Virginia,  opposed  it.  Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine, 
made  some  inquiries  on  the  subject,  which  were 
replied  to  by  Mr.  Barbour.  ,^ 
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proprietyofallowinsf  this  claim  ;  in  which  Messrs. 
Eaton,  Kelly,  Holmeb  of  Maine,  Lloyd  of 
Massachusetts,  Talbot,  Bell,  and  Van  Dyke, 
took  part.  Mr.  Ruggle.s  moved  to  fill  the  blank 
in  the  bill,  for  the  amount  to  be  allowed,  with 
S4,000.  This  sum  was  not  agreed  to.  Mr.  Ea- 
ton moved  thi'  sum  of  ^2,136.  This  was  agreed 
to.  The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate, 
pa:>sed  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time. 


'The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  with- 
out amendment,  and  refused  a  third  reading — 
yeas  18,  nays  20. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  the  bill 
from  the  House  of  Representatives  '*  for  the  relief 
of  George  Fisher,'"  was  taken  up  for  con>idera- 
tion  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  The  bill  pro- 
vides for  the  repayment  of  a  sum  of  money  paid 
for  a  tract  of  land  which  had  been  previously  sold 
to  another  person.     Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  stated 

to  the  Senate  the  circumstances  connected  with  ^^  m      oo 

the  claim.     He  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  in-  &atdrday,  may  ^^ 

creasing  the  amount  to  be  granted.  Mr.  Chand-  Mr.  Dickerson,  from  the  Committee  on  Com 
ler  made  a  few  remarks  upon  the  subject,  which  |  merce  and  Manufactures,  to  whom  were  referred 
were  replied  to  by  Messrs.  King  and  Kelly,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  revive  and  continue 
Mr.  King's  amendment  was  then  agreed  to,  as  |  in  force  the  first,  .second,  third,  fourth,  fifth,  and 
was  also  another  proposed  by  Mr.  Kelly.  The  1  seventh  sections  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  fur- 
bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  passed  ther  to  provide  for  the  collection  of  the  duties  on 
to  a  third  reading.  imports  and   tonnage,  passed   the  3d  of  March, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Benton,  the  Senate,  as  in  |  1815;"  and  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  consider  the  building  of  lighthouses,  light  vessels,  and  bea- 
the  bill  "  to  fix  the  western  boundary  line  of  the  j  cons,  therein  mentioned,  and  for  other  purposes," 
Territory  of  Arkansas."  The  report  of  the  com-  |  reported  the  former  without  amendment,  and  the 
miltee  in  relation  to  this  subject  was  read.  Mr.  |  latter  with  amendments  ;  which  were  read. 
Benton  explained  the  objects  of  the  bill.  Mr.  ' 
Holmes,  of  Mississippi,  oli'ered  a  new  section  as  | 


an  amendment,  which  was  agreed  to.  The  bill 
was  then 'reported  to  the  Senate,  as  amended,  and 
passed  to  be  engros.^ed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill  "to  amend  'An  act  supplementary  to 
an  act,  entitled  an  act  to  carry  into  effect  the 
9lh  article  of  the  treaty  with  Spain,  concluded 
the  22d  of  February,  1819,"  was  ntxt  taken  up 


The  two  bills  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, yesterday  brought  up  for  concurrence,  were 
severally  read  twice,  by  unanimous  consent ;  and, 
on  motion,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  continue 
certain  post  roads,  and  to  establish  others,"  wa.'^ 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  sur- 
veying and  making  of  a  road,  from  a  point  in  the 


for  consideration.     Messrs.  Eaton,  Jack.son,  and  |  northwestern  boundaryjof  ihe^Stateoj  Ohio.jnear 
LowRiE,  remarked   briefly  upon  the  effects  to  be 
produced  by  this  bill.     It  was  then   reported   to 
the  Senate,  and  passed  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
the  third  time. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs  "  to  extinguish  Indian  claims  to  lands  ia 
the  State  of  Missouri,"  was  then  taken  up  for 
consideration  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  Mr. 
Benton  explained  the  merits  of  the  bill.  Some 
remarks  were  made  upon  it  by  Messrs.  Lowrie, 
Chandler,  Kino  of  New  York,  and  Elliott. 
The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  and  passed  to  be  engrossed,  and  read 
the  third  time. 

The  joint  resolution  "  authorizing  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  to  furnish  one  copy  of  Tanner's 
American  Atlas  to  each  of  our  Ministers  Pleni- 
potentiary and  Charge  d'Affaires,  at  foreign  Gov- 


ernments,"  was   taken   up   for   consideration    in 
Committee  of  the   Whole,   and    reported  to  the 
Senate.    Mr.   Kino,   of  Alabama,    opposed   the 
passage  of  the  resolution,  and  Mr.  Lowrie  made 
a  few  remarks  in  favor  of  it.     It  was  then  pa.ssed 
to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time — 17  to  13. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Rdgqles,  the  bill  "for  the 
relief  of  Joseph  Forrest,''  was  taken  up  fur  con- 
sideration,  in    Committee   of   the    Whole.     Mr. 
Ruggles  explained  the  merits  of  the  claim.     It 
ia  for  the  payment  for  the  loss  and  detention  of  a 
▼essel  employed  by  the  Government  to  c.irry  pro- 
visions to  the  distressed  colony  of  Caraccas,  in 
South  America.     A  discu^ion  ensued  upon  the 


(he  foot  of  the  rapids  of  the  Miami  of  Lake  Erie, 
in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,"  was  referred  to  the 
select  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

The  Senate  proceed  to  consider  the  amendment 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill,  enti- 
tled "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives 
of  John  Donnelson,  Stephen  Heard, and  others;" 
and  agreed  thereto. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  have  passed  a  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  making  an  appropriation  for  the 

f)ayment  of  the  claims  of  Daniel  D.  Tompkins, 
ate  Governor  of  the  State  of  New  York,  against 
the  United  States;"  in  which  they  request  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  said  bill  was  twice  read,  by  unanimous  coa- 
sent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Van  Buren,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  whom  were  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  amend 
an  act  for  the  establishment  of  a  Territorial  gov- 
ernment in  Flurida,  and  for  other  purposes;"  and 
the  bill,  entitled  "'An  act  to  alter  the  judicial  dis- 
tricts of  Virginia,  and  for  other  purposes,"  re- 
ported them  severally  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Benton,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  appropriating  a  certain  sum  of  money  to 
Benjamin  Huffman,  of  the  Stale  of  Indiana,"  re- 
ported It  without  amendment. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
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the  bill  which  originated  in  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  to  enable  the  President  to  hold  treaties 
with  certain  Indian  trilx's,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses;" and  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Alexander  McNair,"  with  amendments  to 
each.  They  have  also  passed  bills  of  the  follow- 
ing titles,  vir  : 

An  act  to  allow  a  salary  to  t!ie  collectors  of  the 
districtsof  Nantucket  and  Pensacola,  and  to  abol- 
ish the  office  of  surveyor  of  the  district  of  Pensa- 
cola ;  An  act  making  further  appropriations  for 
the  military  service  of  the  United  States  for  the 
year  1824,  and  for  other  purposes  ;  An  act  con- 
cerning pre-emption  right|S  in  the  Territory  of  Ar- 
kansas ;  An  act  to  authorize  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  the  Marquis  de  Maison  Rouge,  and  those 
claiming  under  him,  to  institute  a  suit  against  the 
United  States,  and  for  other  purposes;  An  act 
making  an  appropriation  for  the  u^e  of  the  Li- 
brary of  Congress,  and  for  furnishing  rooms  in 
the  Capitol ;  An  act  making  appropriations  to 
carry  into  effect  certain  Indian  treaties;  An  act 
granting  a  tract  of  land  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
parish  of  Point  Coupee,  on  certain  conditions  ; 
An  act  to  establish  an  additional  land  office  in 
the  State  of  Missouri ;  and  An  act  reserving  to 
the  Wyandot  tribe  of  Indians  a  certain  tract  of 
land,  in  lieu  of  a  reservation  made  to  them  by 
treaty  ;  in  which  amendments  and  bills  they  re- 
quest the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill,  "explanatory  of  an 
act,  entitled  an  act  to  provide  for  the  extinguish- 
ment of  the  debt  due  to  the  United  States,  Irom 
the  purchasers  of  public  lands,  approved  May  18, 
1824."     The  bill  was  twice  read. 

The  bills  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
"granting  a  tract  of  land  for  the  seal  of  govern- 
ment of  the  Territory  of  Flurida,  and  lor  other 
fiurposes;"  "for  the  relief  of  the  assignees  and 
egal  representatives  of  John  H.Piuti;"  and  "for 
the  relief  of  George  Fisher,"  were  severally  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bills  which  originated  in  Senate,  "  in  fur- 
ther addition  to  an  act  to  e.*»tabiish  an  uniform 
system  of  naturalization  ;"  "  to  amend  an  act, 
supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  an  act  to  carry 
into  effect  the  ninth  article  of  the  treaty  concluded 
between  the  United  Slates  and  Spain,  on  the  22d 
of  February,  1819 ;"  "  to  extinguish  Indian  claims 
to  lands  within  the  State  of  Missouri;"  "for  the 
relief  of  Joseph  Forrest ;"  and  the  resolution  au- 
thorizing the  Secretary  of  State  to  furnish  one 
copy  of  Tanner's  American  Atlas  to  each  of  the 
Ministers  Plenipotentiary  and  Charges  des  Af- 
faires of  the  United  States,  at  foreign  Govern- 
ments," were  severally  read  the  third  time,  passed, 
and  sent  to  the  House  of  Representatives  for  con- 
currence. 

The  bill  which  originated  in  Senate,  "  to  fix 
the  Western  boundary  line  of  the  Territory  of 
Arkansas,"  was  read  the  third  time.  On  motion 
of  Mr.  Lowrib,  it  was  committed,  after  some  dis- 
cussion, to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bentow,  the  bill  reported  by 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  '*  to  complete 


the  survey  of  the  Southern  and  Western  boundary 
lines  of  the  State  of  Missouri,"  was  taken  up  for 
consideration  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  Mr. 
Barton,  on  behalf  of  the  committee  to  whom 
the  bill  had  been  referred,  stated  its  objects.  It 
was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  without  amend- 
ment, and  passed  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the 
third  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hayne,  the  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives,  "altering  the  time  of 
holding  the  circuit  and  district  courts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  within  the  State  of  South  Carolina," 
was  taken  up  for  consideration  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole.  It  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  with- 
out amendment,  and  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, "  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Thomas  Robertson,  deceased,"  was  taken  up 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  These  petitioners 
pray  to  be  relieved  from  the  payment  of  the  bal- 
ance of  a  judgment  recovered  against  their  late 
father,  General  Robertson,  as  surety  on  a  bond 
given  in  the  year  1783,  by  a  collector  in  the  Slate 
where  he  resided,  and  who  became  a  defaulter. 
These  petitioners  contend  that  there  was  a  great 
remissness  on  the  part  of  Government,  in  not  call- 
ing the  principal,  on  the  bond,  to  account  at  the 
time  it  ought  to  have  been  done.  Mr.  Van  Buren 
stated  the  grounds  upon  which  the  petitioners 
rested  their  prayer.  The  bill  was  then  reported 
to  the  Senate,  without  amendment;  and  passed 
to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  report  of  the  joint  committee  on  the  distri- 
bution of  the  rooms  in  the  centre  building  of  the 
Capitol,  was  again  read,  and  agreed  to. 

FARROW  AND  HARRIS. 

The  bill  introduced,  on  leave,  by  Mr.  Barroub, 
and  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Claims,  "for 
the  relief  of  Nimrod  Farrow  and  Richard  Har- 
ris," was  taken  up  for  consideration,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole.  These  petitioners  claim 
remuneration  for  the  loss  and  embarrassment  sus- 
tained by  them  in  consequence  of  the  determina- 
tion of  the  Government  not  to  build  the  fort  oa 
Dauphin  Island,  for  the  erection  of  which  a  con- 
tract had  been  made  with  them.  This  claim  had 
been  referred  to  a  commissioner  to  ascertain  the 
damage  done  to  the  petitioners,  by  the  failure,  on 
the  part  of  Government,  to  perfect  the  contract; 
and  the  bill  proposes  that,  when  the  commissioner 
shall  have  reported  the  amount  due  them,  that  the 
money  shall  be  paid,  upon  the  approbation  of  ths 
Secretary  of  War,  without  a  further  act  of  Con- 

f;ress  on  the  subject;  and  that  they  shall  be  re- 
ieved  from  the  operation  of  the  judgments  ob- 
tained against  them,  for  the  moneys  advanced 
them  by  the  Government,  until  the  commissioner 
shall  have  rendered  his  opinion  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  RuaoLEs,  in  behalf  of  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  staled  the  facts  connected  with  the  case. 

Messrs.  Barbour,  Lowrie,  J.  S.  Joonstom 
of  Louisiana,  Kelly,  H.  JoBNaoN  of  Louisiana, 
and  Tatlob  of  Virginia,  spoke  in  favor  of  the 
passage  of  the  bill. 
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Mr.  Chandler  proposed  an  amendment  to  strike 
out  a  part  of  the  bill  ;  which  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  opposed  the  bill  on  the 
grounds  that  the  petitioners  had  not  made  such 
progress  in  their  work  as  to  authorize  the  belief 
that  it  would  have  been  completed  within  the 
stipulated  time  had  not  the  Government  sus- 
pended the  work  ;  that  the  petitioners  had  trans- 
ferred their  contract  to  a  third  person  ;  and  that 
the  ultimate  decision  of  the  amount  to  be  allowed 
these  petitioners,  if  any  thing  were  to  be  allowed, 
ought  not  to  be  committed  to  any  individuals, 
however  high  their  standing  might  be,  but  that 
it  ought  to  be  decided  upon  by  Congress. 

These  objections  were  particularly  replied  to, 
and  obviated  by  Messrs.  J.  S.  Johnston  and 
Barbour. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  with- 
out amendment. 

Mr.  Bell  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  so  as  to 
provide  that,  on  the  decision  of  the  commissioner, 
one-half  the  amount  of  damages  awarded  should 
be  paid  to  the  petitioners. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Mills,  and 
disagreed  to  by  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  then  passed  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time. 


Monday,  May  24. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Dickerson,  the  Committee 
on  Conmierce  and  Manufactures  were  discharged 
from  the  several  memorials  for  and  against  im- 
posing duties  on  sales  at  auction  ;  and  also,  from 
the  memorial  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of 
Philadelphia,  praying  fur  the  construction  of  a 
harbor  near  the  Capes  of  the  Delaware. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  ma- 
king an  appropriation^or  the  payment  of  the 
claims  of  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  late  Governor 
of  the  State  of  New  York,  against  the  United 
States,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Edwards,  William  Eaton 
had  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition  and  papers. 

Mr.  Eaton  gave  notice  that,  to-morrow,  he 
would  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  resolution  directing 
the  Secretary  to  pay,  out  of  the  contingent  fund 
of  the  Senate,  one  thousand  dollars  to  Enrico 
Causici. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Jackson,  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  were  discharged  from  the  consid- 
eration of  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  on 
the  subject  of  arms  furnished  the  United  Slates 
by  South  Carolina. 

Mr.  Barton  presented  the  memorial  of  John 
Ross  and  others,  the  Delegates  of  the  Cherokee 
nation,  stating  that,  from  their  advanced  state  of 
civilization,  they  have  found  it  necessary  to  estab- 
lish a  more  regular  system  of  government,  for  the 
protection  of  the  property,  life,  liberty,  and  the 
pursuit  of  happiness;  that  they  have,  accordingly, 
established  legislative  and  judiciary  branches  of 
governmout,  upon  a  plan,  simple  and  comprehen- 
sible to  the  Cherokees.  To  support  their  govern- 
ment, they  found  it  necessary  to  impose  taxes  on 


merchants  and  pedlars,  in  their  nation.  The 
power  to  impose  this  tax,  under  the  treaties  sub- 
sisting between  them  and  the  United  States,  has 
been  disputed;  and  the  Attorney  General  of  the 
United  States  has  given  an  opinion  to  the  proper 
department  against  the  right  of  the  Cherokees  to 
im[>ose  the  tax  ;  and,  under  that  opinion,  it  has 
been  intimated  to  the  Delegates  that  a  return  of 
the  taxes  will  be  expected,  and  that  they  must  re- 
frain from  the  exercise  of  this  power  in  future. 

The  Delegates,  on  behalf  of  the  nation,  appeal 
to  Congress  for  relief  against  this  decision,  and 
present  copies  of  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney 
General,  and  of  an  opinion  of  Judge  White,  of 
Tennessee,  given  on  application,  some  years  since. 

The  memorial  and  accompanying  documents 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lanman,  three  members 
were  added  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads,  in  place  of  Messrs.  Knight, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  and  McIlvaine.  absent; 
and  Messrs.  Thomas,  Clayton,  and  Ware,  were 
appointed. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Holmes  of  Maine,  a  mem- 
ber was  added  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
in  place  of  Mr.  Talbot,  absent;  and  Mr.  Va.n 
Dyke  was  appointed. 

The  nine  bills  last  brought  up  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  concurrence,  were  severally 
read  twice,  by  unanimous  consent;  and,  on  mo- 
tion, the  bill,  entitled  '-An  act  makino;  an  appro- 
priation for  the  use  of  the  Library  of  Congress, 
and  for  furnishing  rooms  in  the  Capitol,"  was  re- 
ferred to  the  joint  Library  Committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  allow  a  salary  to 
the  collectors  of  the  districts  of  Nantucket  and 
Pensacola,  and  to  aboli>h  the  office  of  Surveyor 
of  the  District  of  Pensacola,"  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  legal 
representatives  of  the  .Marquis  de  Maison  Rouge, 
and  those  claiming  under  him.  to  institute  a  suit 
against  the  United  States,  and  for  other  purposes," 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropria- 
tions to  carry  into  effect  certain  Indian  treaties;" 
and  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  further 
appropriations  for  the  military  service  offhe  Uni- 
ted States,  for  the  year  1821,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," were  .severally  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  establish  an  addi- 
tional land  office  in  the  State  of  Missouri;"  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  grantinjj  a  tract  of  land  to 
the  inhabitants  of  the  parish  of  Point  Coupee,  on 
certain  conditions;"  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  re- 
serving to  the  Wyandot  tribe  of  Indians  a  certain 
tract  of  land,  in  lieu  of  a  reservation  made  to  them 
by  treaty;"  and  the  bill,  entitled  ".An  act  con- 
cerning pre-emption  rights  in  the  Territory  of 
Arkansas,"  were  severally  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  .Massachusetts,  submitted  the 
followinsr  motions  for  consideration  : 

Resolved.  That  I  he  iSrcretary  of  the  N'avy  Iw  direct- 
ed to  re^'ort  to  the  Senate,  at  an  early  period  of  the 


ensuing  seMion  of  Congress,  such  information  as  may 
be  in  the  possesaion  of  the  Department,  or  be  may 
think  proper  to  communicate,  relative  to  the  expedi- 
ency of  conatructing.  at  one  of  the  navy  yards  of  the 
United  Slates,  a  dry  dock,  of  sufficient  capacity  for 
receiving,  examining,  and  repairing,  ship«-of-the-hne; 
and  to  report  on  the  usefulness,  economy,  and  neces- 
sity, of  a  dry  dock  ;  the  best  location  therefor,  and  the 
probable  expense  of  constructing  such  dry  dock,  of  the 
sire  aforesaid,  in  a  solid  and  durable  manner,  and 
with  the  needful  appendages  for  an  advantageous  use 
of  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  direct- 
ed to  report  to  the  Senate,   at  the  commencement  of 
the  next  session  of  Congress,   a  statement,  showing 
the  amount  of  travelling  expenfses,   and  other  allow- 
ances, received  by  the  officers  of  the  Navy  and  of  the 
marine  corps,  over  the  monthly  pay  and  rations  to 
which  they  are  by  law  entitled,   in  each  year,  for  the 
last  three  years;  the  emoluments  which  have  been  re- 
ceived in  each  year,  for  the  same  period,  so  far  as  the 
aame  can  be  ascertained,  by  the  officers  of  the  Navy 
and  the  marine  corps,  aa  well  from  the  Government  as 
from  other  sources,   in   consequence   of  their  official 
stations;   the  expense  of  courts  martial  in  the  Navy 
•nd  marine  corps,  in  each  year,  for  the  same  period, 
With  the  amount  paid  to  Judge  .\dvocate8  and  others, 
for  their    attendance    and    services,    desienating    the 
places  at  which  such  courU  martial  were  ordered  to  be 
held,   and  the  stations  from  which  the   officers  com- 
posing the  same  were  detailed  to  attend  ;  the  number 
of  desertions  from  the  marine  corps,  and  the  number 
of  rank  and  file  confined  for  imprisonment,  as  a  pun- 
ishment for  desertion,   or  misconduct,  for  each  year, 
during  the  same  period ;  and,  also,  to  report  his  opin- 
ion on  such  alterations,  or  further  provisions  of  law,  as 
he  may  consider  it  expedient  to  be  made,  in  order  to 
promote  a  more  perfect   discipline  in  the  Navy  and 
marine  corps,  to  prevent  the  frequent  recurrence  of 
courts  martial,  and  insure  to  the  public  service,  in  the  i 
said  establishments,  the  highest  degree  of  ecomomy  ' 
and  efficiency.  | 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives  ' 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
bills  of  the  following  titles,  viz:  "An  act  to  au- 
thorize the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  exchange 
a  stock,  bearing  an  interest  of  four  and  a  half  per 
cent,  for  certain  stocks  bearing  an  interest  of  six 
percent.;"  "  An  act  authorizinor  the  employment 
of  additional  clerks  and  certain  messengers  and 
assistants,  and  other  persons,  in  the  several  De- 
partments;" "An  act  to  establish  Bowdoinham, 
in  the  State  of  Maine,  Troy,  and  Hudson,  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  and  Fairport,  in  the  State  of 
Ohio,  ports  of  delivery;"  and  "An  act  granting 
a  tract  of  land  to  the  parish  of  West  Baton  Rouge, 
on  certain  conditions;"  in  which  they  request  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  said  bills  were  severally  read  twice,  by 
unanimous  consent;  and  on  motion,  the  two  first 
mentioned  of  said  bills  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance.  The  third  mentioned  of  said 
bills  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce 
and  Manufactures;  and  the  fourth  and  last  men- 
tioned of  said  bills  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 


bills  of  the  following  titles,  viz:  "An  act  for  the 
j  relief  of  Joseph  M.  White  and  William  David- 
j  son  ;"  "  An  act  to  regulate  the  mode  of  practice 
I  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States  for  the  district 
of  Louisiana;"  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain 
j  distillers  in  the  United  States ;"  in  which  bills 
I  they  requested    the   concurrence   of  the  Senate. 
;  The  said  bills  were  severally  read  twice,  by  unani- 
mous consent ;  and  on  motion,  the  two  first  men- 
!  tioned  of  said  bills  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary.     The  third  and  last  mentioned 
of  said  bills  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  "  explanatory  to  an  act,  entitled  'An  act 
to  provide  for  the  extinguishment  of  the  debt  due 
to  the  United  States  from  the  purchasers  of  pub- 
lic lauds,"  was  taken  up  lor  consideration  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole.  Messrs.  Lowrie  and 
King  of  Alabama  remarked  upon  the  objects  of 
the  bill.  It  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  passed 
to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
"  for  the  relief  of  Arthur  N.  Henly,"  was  taken 
up  for  consideration  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
Mr.  RcGGLES  stated  the  grounds  upon  which 
the  bill  was  founded.  It  was  then  reported  to  the 
Senate,  and  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Van  Bdren,  the  bill  from 
the  other  House  "  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  'An 
act  to  amend  an  act  for  the  establishment  of  a 
Territorial  government  in  Florida,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  was  taken  up  for  consideration  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  W^hole.  Mr.  Van  Blren  explained 
the  objects  of  the  bill.  Mr.  Chandler  made  a 
remark  in  relation  to  it ;  and  the  bill  was  reported 
to  the  Senate  without  amendment.  Mr.  Ed- 
wards then  commented  briefly  on  the  operation 
of  the  bill,  and  moved  an  amendment,  respecting 
the  designation  of  a  resident  Judge  of  the  Court 
in  Florida.  This  amendment  was  opposed  by 
Messrs.  Jackson,  and  H.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana, 
and  supported  by  Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine.  Mr. 
Edwards  withdrew  his  amendment  to  give  place 
to  another  proposed  by  Mr.  Van  Buren.  Mr. 
Kelly  opposed  the  amendment,  and  was  replied 
to  by  Messrs.  Van  Buren  and  King,  of  Alabama. 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was 
passed  to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dickerson,  the  joint  reso- 
lution providing  a  place  of  deposite,  in  the  Library 
of  Congress,  for  the  Portrait  of  Columbus,  pre- 
sented to  Congress  by  George  G.  Barrell,  Esq.; 
and,  also,  for  the  distribution  of  sundry  copies  of 
the  Declaration  of  Independence,  was  taken  up 
for  consideration  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
After  a  few  remarks  on  the  subject,  the  resolution 
was  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  passed  to  be  en- 
grossed and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Benton,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  "to  fix  the 
western  boundary  line  of  the  Territory  of  Ar- 
kansas, and  for  other  purposes,"  reported  the  same 
with  an  amendment.  The  bill  was  taken  up  for 
consideration  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  Mr. 
B.  explained  the  effect  of  the  amendment.    The 
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amendment  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was  re- 
ported to  the  Senate,  and  passed  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  the  third  time. 

This  being  the  last  day  of  the  session  on  which, 
according  to  a  joint  rule  of  the  two  Houses,  any 
bill  can  pass  from  one  House  to  the  other,  the 
following  bills,  which  originated  in  Senate,  and 
which  had  just  passed  to  a  third  reading,  were 
read  a  third  time,  by  general  consent,  and  passed, 
and  sent  to  the  House  of  Representatives  for  con- 
currence, viz  :  The  bill  'Mo  fix  the  western  boun- 
dary line  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  and  for 
other  purposes;"  the  bill  "explanatory  of  an  act, 
entitled  'An  act  to  provide  for  the  extinguishment 
of  the  debt  due  to  the  United  States  from  the 
purchasers  of  public  lands ;"  and  the  resolution 
"providing  a  place  of  dcposite  for  the  Portrait  of 
Columbus,  and  directing  the  distribution  of  cer- 
tain copies  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence," 
The  amendments  made  by  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, to  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  "  to  en- 
able the  President  to  hold  treaties  with  certain 
Indian  tribes,  and  for  other  purposes  ;"  and,  also, 
to  the  bill"  for  the  relief  of  Alexander  McNair," 
were  considered  and  agreed  to. 

The  bills  which  originated  in  Senate,  "for  the 
relief  of  Nimrod  Farrow  and  Richard  Harris;" 
"  to  complete  the  survey  of  the  southern  and  west- 
ern boundaries  of  the  State  of  Missouri ;"  and  "  for 
the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Thomas 
Robinson,  deceased,"  were  severally  read  the  third 
time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  other  House  for  con- 
currence. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
"to  alter  the  time  of  holding  the  circuit  and  dis- 
trict courts  of^eUnited  States,  within  the  State 
of  South  Carolhra,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
"  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  amend  an 
act  for  the  establishment  of  a  Territorial  govern- 
ment in  Florida,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was 
read  the  third  time  as  amended  in  Senate,  and 
passed,  and  sent  to  the  other  House  for  concur- 
rence in  the  amendment. 

The  following  bills  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives were  severjilly  taken  up  for  considera- 
tion in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  They  were 
explained,  and  some  of  them  gave  rise  to  short 
discussions.  They  were  reported  to  the  Senate, 
and  passed  to  a  third  reading,  viz:  The  bill 
"granting  to  each  State  and  Territory,  in  which 
there  are  public  lands,  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  a 
certain  tract  of  land  lor  a  seat  of  government ;" 
the  bill  "  for  the  relief  of  John  Holliday  ;"  the  bill 
"for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Cleveland;"  the  bill 
"  changing  the  mode  of  surveying  the  public  lands 
on  any  river,  lake,  bayou,  or  water  course,  in  the 
Territory  of  Arkansas ;"  the  bill  '•  to  authorize 
masters  of  vessels,  in  certain  cases,  to  clear  out 
either  at  the  custom-house  at  Richmond  or  Peters- 
burg;" the  bill  "to  alter  the  judicial  districts  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  for  other  purposes;"  the  bill  to 
'  provide  for  the  sale  of  lands  conveyed  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  certain  cases,  and  for  other  purposes;" 
ihe bill -lor  therehefofthecorporationofthechurch 


ofSt.  Anne,  and  for  other  purposes;"  the  bill  "sup- 
plementary to  an  act  to  provide  for  the  correct  ion  of 
errors  made  in  entering  land  at  the  land  offices;" 
the  bill  "to  authorize  the  President  to  exchan^^e 
five  arpens  of  land  on  the  south  side  of  the  public 
works  at  Baton  Rouge,  for  an   equal  quantity  of 
land  on  the  north   side  of  said  works;"  the  bill 
"for  the  benefit  of  the  Columbian  Institute;"  the 
bill  "  to  allow  a  bounty  to  vessels  engaged  in  the 
cod    fisheries,  in   certain  cases;"    the    bill   "fur- 
ther to  regulate  the  in.vpection  of  flour  in  the  dis- 
trict of  Alexandria;"  the  bill  "  to  authorize  the 
President  to  enter  into  certain  negotiations  rela- 
tive to  lands  located  under  Virginia  military  land 
warrants,  between  Ludlow's  and  Roberts's  grants 
in  the  State  of  Ohio;"  the  bill  "to  regulate  the 
fees  of  registers  of  wills,  within  the  several  coun- 
ties of  the  District  of  Columbia  ;"  the  bill  "ma- 
king an  appropriation  towards  the  extinguishment 
of  the  title  of  the  Quapaw  Indians  to  lands  in  the 
Territory  of  Arkansas;"  and  the  bill  "granting 
certain  lots  of  land  to  the  corporation  of  the  city 
of  Mobile,  and   to  certain  individuals  residint'  in 
said  city."  " 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  in- 
corporate the  inhabitants  of  the  City  of  Washing- 
ton," was  taken  up  for  consideration,  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Eato.n  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  byaddin"- 
several  new  sections.  * 

Some  remarks  Were  made  upon  these  amend- 
ments, by  .Messrs.  S.mith,  Eaton,  and  Bahbour. 
Ihe  amendments  were  severally  agreed  to.     The 
bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  as  amended 
and  passed  to  a  third  reading.  ' 

Mr.  Barboitr  then  moved  that  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations  be  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  petitions  of  a  great  num- 
ber of  individuals,  praying  relief  from  the  Gov- 
ernment for  spoliations  committed  by  the  French. 
Mr.  B.  recalled  to  the  recollection  of  the  Senate, 
the  fact,  that  information  in  relation  to  these' 
claims  had  been  required  by  a  resolution  of  the 
Senate,  from  the  Department  of  State;  that  the 
documents  from  which  this  information  was  to  be 
obtained  were  very  voluminous,  and  that  it  could 
not  possibly  be  furnished  at  the  present  session  of 
Congress.  In  this  state  of  the  business,  the  com- 
mittee had  directed  him  to  make  this  motion. 
The  committee  was  accordingly  discharged. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Barbolr,  it  was  ordered 
that  when  the  Senate  does  adjourn,  it  adjourn  to 
meet  again  at  five  o'clock  this  afternoon. 
At  three  o'clock,  the  Senate  adjourned. 

EVEMXG  SESSION. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Mills,  the  Senate  proceeded, 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  consider  the  bill 
from  the  other  House  "  for  the  relief  of  John  Mit- 
chell," with  an  amendment  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations  in  the  Senate.  Mr. 
M.  stated  the  grounds  of  this  bill.  The  petitioner 
was  agent  for  prisoners  of  war  at  Halifax  during 
the  late  war.  He  claims  to  be  remunerated  for 
certain  extraordinary  expenses  incurred,  and   to 
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be  exempted  from  the  payment  of  a  draft  which 
he  drew  entirely  on  account  of  the  Government, 
and  the  amount  of  which  was  lost  by  the  failure 
of  the  person  in  whose  favor  it  was  drawn,  through 
the  remissness  of  other  agents  of  the  Government. 
Mr.  M.  detailed  the  circumstances  connected  with 
this  case,  and  spoke  of  the  services  which  Mr. 
Mitchell  had  rendered  to  the  Government  during 
the  Revolutionary  war.  The  amendment  reported 
by  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Chanoler  made  a  few  remarks  upon  this 
claim,  and  was  replied  to  by  Messrs.  Mills,  Bar- 
boor,  and  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts.  The  bill 
was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  as  amended,  and 
passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bills  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
"  to  allgw  further  time  for  the  issuing  and  locating 
of  military  land  warrants,"  and  "  providing  for  the 
disposition  of  three  several  tracts  of  land,  in  the 
county  of  Tuscarawas,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  were  severally  taken  up 
for  consideration  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  re- 
ported to  the  Senate  without  amendment,  and 
passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  from  the  other  House,  "  for  the  relief 
of  Samuel  Rist,"  was  taken  up  for  consideration 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  Mr.  Noble  stated 
the  grounds  of  this  claim.  It  is  for  a  pension,  in 
a  case  where  the  testimony  was  considered  insuf- 
ficient at  the  War  Department.  Mr.  \.  moved 
the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill;  which 
was  carried  without  division. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill  which  originated  in  the  Senate  entitled 
"  An  act  supplementary  to  the  several  acts  pro- 
viding for  ascertaining  and  adjusting  the  titles 
and  claims  to  land  in  the  St.  Helena  and  Jackson 
Courthouse  land  districts,"  with  amendments. 
They  have  passed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  viz  : 
An  act  concerning  wrecks  on  the  coast  of  Flo- 
rida;  An  act  supplementary  to  "An  act  provid- 
ing for  the  examination  of  titles  to  land  in  that 
part  of  the  State  of  Louisiana  situated  between 
the  Rio  Hondo  and  the  Sabine  river;  and  An 
act  granting  to  the  corporation  of  Tuscaloosa 
certain  lots  and  privileges  over  the  reservations 
and  commons  in  said  town;  in  which  amend- 
ments and  bills  they  request  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate.  The  said  three  bills  were  severally 
twice  read,  by  unanimous  consent ;  and  on  mo- 
tion, the  first  mentioned  of  said  bills  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance.  The  two  last 
mentioned  of  said  bills  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

The  amendments  made  by  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  the  bill  from  the  Senate  "for  ascer- 
taining and  adjusting  claims  to  lands  in  the  St. 
Helena  and  Jackson  Courthouse  land  districts, 
in  the  State  of  Louisiana,"  were  taken  up;  and, 
after  some  discussion  between  Messrs.  Eaton, 
King  of  Alabama,  H.  Johnson  of  Louisiana, 
Chandler,  Lowrie,  and  J.  S.  Johnston  of  Lou- 
isiana, the  ameudments  were  severally  concur- 
red in. 


Mr.  Seymour,  frop  the  Committee  on  the  Con- 
tingent Fund,  reported  sundry  resolutions  for  the 
payment  of  the  assistants  employed  by  the  Ser- 
geant-at-Arms  of  the  Senate.  The  resolutions 
were  twice  read. 


TcESDAY,  May  25. 

The  several  bills  from  the  other  House  yester- 
day referred  to  the  standing  committees  of  the 
Senate,  were  reported  by  those  committees. 

In  pursuance  of  notice  given  yesterday,  Mr. 
Eaton  asked  leave  to  introduce  a  resolution,  di- 
recting the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  to  pay,  from 
the  contingent  fund,  to  the  artist,  [Enrico  Causici,] 
employed  in  constructing  an  allegorical  ornament 
for  a  clock  for  the  Senate,  the  further  sum  of 
SIOOO,  to  enable  him  to  proceed  in  the  work. 
Leave  was  accordingly  granted  ;  the  resolution 
was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

The  resolutions  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr. 
Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  respecting  the  expedi- 
ency, the  location,  and  the  probable  expense  of  con- 
structing a  dry  dock  at  one  of  the  navy  yards  of 
the  United  Slates;  and,  also,  relative  to  the  pay, 
emoluments,  and  other  allowances,  of  the  officers 
of  the  Navy  and  Marine  Corps,  the  expenses  of 
courts  martial  in  that  Department,  the  number  ot 
desertions.  &c.,  and  requiring  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  "his  opinion  on  such  alterations,  or 
'  further  provisions  of  law,  as  he  may  consider  it 
'  expedient  to  make,  in  order  to  promote  a  more 
'  perfect  discipline  in  the  Navy  and  Marine  Corps, 
'  to  prevent  the  frequent  recurrence  of  courts  mar- 
'  tial,  and  insure  to  the  public  service,  in  the  said 
'  establishments,  the  highest  degree  of  economy 
'  and  efficiency,"  were  again  read  for  considera- 
tion. Mr.  Lloyd  made  a  few  remarks  explana- 
tory of  his  object  in  the  introduction  of  the  reso- 
lutions, and  they  were  agreed  to  by  the  Senate 
without  division. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Benton,  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs  was  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  its  unfinished  business. 

The  following  bills  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives were  severally  taken  up  for  considera- 
tion, in  Committee  of  the  Whole  ;  were  explained 
by  the  several  committees  to  which  they  had  been 
referred ;  the  merits  of  some  of  them  were  dis- 
cussed, and  some  were  partially  amended.  They 
were  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  passed  to  a  third 
reading,  viz  f  The  bill  "  to  revive  and  extend  the 
term  of  certain  pensions  which  have  expired  by 
limitation;"  the  bill  "to  authorize  the  State  of 
Indiana  to  open  a  canal  through  the  public  lands, 
to  connect  the  navigation  of  the  rivers  Wabash 
and  the  Miami  of  Lake  Erie;"  the  bill  "making 
appropriation  for  deepening  the  channel  leading 
into  the  harbor  of  Presque  Isle,  and  for  repairing 
Plymouth  Beach  ;"  the  bill  "  to  authorize  the  issu- 
ing of  letters  patent  to  Henry  Sylvester;"  the  bill 
"  granting  donations  of  lands  to  certain  actual  set- 
tlers within  the  Territory  of  Florida  ;"  the  bill  "  to 
alter  the  time  of  holding  the  circuit  court  of  the 
United  States  for  the  fourth  circuit  in  the  Mary- 
land district;"  the  bill  "appropriating  a  certain 
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sum  of  money  for  the  benefit  of  Benjamin  Huff- 
man;"  the  bill  "to  alter  the  judicial  districts  of 
Virginia,  and  for  other  purposes;"  the  bill  "to 
authorize  the  buildmg  of  lighthouses,  beacons, 
and  light  vessels,  and  for  other  purposes;"'  the  bill 
"authorizing  the  employment  of  additional  clerks 
-and  assistants  in  the  different  Departments;"  and 
the  bill  "  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury to  exchano;e  a  stock  bearing  five  per  cent,  in- 
terest, for  certam  stocks  bearing  an  interest  of  six 
per  cent," 

Mr.  Van  Buren,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  reported  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
authorize  the  legal  representatives  of  the  Marquis 
de  Maison  Rouge,  and  those  claiming  under  him, 
to  institute  a  suit  against  the  United  States,  and 
for  other  purposes,"  without  amendment. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion 
of  yesterday,  directing  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
to  report  to  the  Senate  a  statement  of  the  allow- 
ances for  travelling  expenses,  and  the  emoluments 
of  the  officers  of  the  iS'avy,  and  agreed  thereto. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Brown,  the  select  Commit- 
tee on  Roads  and  Canals  were  discharged  from 
the  resolution  of  the  General  Assemby  of  Indiana, 
relative  to  a  national  road  from  Wheeling  to  the 
Mississippi  river;  and  also  from  the  resolution  of 
the  Senate  of  the  5th  January  last. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Rlggles,  the  Committee  of 
Claims  were  discharged  from  the  consideration 
of  the  several  petitions  and  memorials  which  have 
been  referred  to  them,  and  not  reported  upon. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Rlggles,  Daniel  Brown 
had  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition  and  papers. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  explan- 
atory of  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  for  the  reliel  of 
the  officers,  volunteers,  and  other  persons,  engaged 
in  the  late  campaign  against  the  Seminole  In- 
dians," passed  the  4th  of  May,  1822,  with  amend- 
ments, in  which  they  request  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
making  an  appropriation  for  the  payment  of  the 
claims  of  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  late  Governor  of 
theStateof  New  York,  against  the  United  States;" 
and  no  amendment  having  been  made,  it  was  re- 
ported totheSeqate;  and,  on  the  question,  "Shall 
this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading?"  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative — yeas  24,  nays  4,  as 
follows : 

Y«A> — Messrs.  Bell,  Benton,  Brown,  Clayton,  Dick- 
erson,  Edwards,  Oaillard,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holme* 
of  Mississippi,  Henry  Johnson,  Josiah  S.  Johnston, 
Kelly,  King  of  Alabama,  Lanman,  Lowrie,  .Macon, 
Noble,  Parrou,  Ruggles,  Seymour,  Smith,  Thomas, 
Van  Buren,  and  Van  Dyke. 

Nats— Messrs.  Barton,  Chandler,  Eaton,  and  Tay- 
lor of  Virginia. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
"to  authorize  the  legal  representatives  of  the  Mar- 
quis de  Maison  Rouge  to  commence  an  action  in 
the  courts  of  the  United  States,  to  try  the  validity 
of  his  title  to  lands,  the  claim  to  which  is  disputed 
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I  by  the  United  States,"  was  uken  up  for  consider- 
ation in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  After  a  dis- 
cussion of  considerable  length,  in  which  Messrs. 
Va.n  Dyke,  Dickerson,  H.  Johnson,  of  Lou- 
isiana, Van  Buren,  J.  S.  Johnston  of  Louisiana, 
King  of  Alabama,  Lowrie.  and  Brown  took 
part,  the  bill  was  refused  a  third  reading,'l4  in 
favor  of,  and  12  against  it.  as  follows : 

Y«AS —  Messrs.  Benton,  Holmes  of  Mississippi, 
Henry  Johnson,  Josiah  S.  Johnston,  Kelly,  King  of 
Alabama,  Lowrie,  Noble,  Ruggles,  Seymour,  Smith, 
Thomas,  Van  Buren,  and  W  liliams. 

Nats— Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Brown,  Chandler, 
Clayton,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Gaillard,  Holmes 
of  Maine,  Lanman,  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  Macon, 
Parrott,  and  Van  Dyke. 

So  the  bill  was  rejected. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Presioent   of    the   United  States: 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  report  from  the  Secretary 
of  Stale,  concerning  two  resolutions  of  the  Senate  of 
the  8th  of  January  and  Ist  of  March  last,  which  had 
been  referred  to  him. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
Washixgto.x,  Mai/  25,  1824. 

The  Message  and  report  were  read. 
The  bill  from  the  other  House  "to  enable  the 
claimants  to  lands  within  the  State  of  Missouri 
and   the   Territory  of  Arkansas  to  institute  pro- 
I  ceedings  to  try  the  validity  of  their  claims,"  was 
taken  up  for  consideration  in  Committee  of  the 
I  Whde.      Considerable  discussion  took  place  on 
the  details  of  the  bill  between  Messrs.  Barton, 
Lan.man,  Lowrie,  Chandler,  Kelly,  Dicker- 
I  SON,  King  of  Alabama,  and  J.  S.  Johnston  of 
Louisiana.      Mr.   Lowrie   moved   to  amend  the 
bill  so  as  to  limit  its  operation  to  claims  not  ex- 
ceeding one  league  square,  which  was  agreed  to. 
j  The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate.     Mr. 
La.n.man  moved  its  indefinite  postponement     This 
i  motion  was  opposed   by  Mr.  Benton,  and  was 
I  not  carried.     The  bill  was  then  passed  to  a  third 
reading. 

The  bill  from  the  other  House  "to  authorize 
the  Territory  of  Florida  to  open  a  canal  through 
the  public  lands,  from  the  river  St.  John's  to  the 
bay  of  St.  Augustine,"  was  taken  up  for  consid- 
eration in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  Messrs. 
Smith,  Lowrie,  King  of  Alabama,  Brown,  and 
Chandler,  made  some  remarks  on  the  subject. 
Mr.  Lowrie  moved  the  indefinite  postponement 
of  the  bill,  which  motion  was  carried. 

The  bill  from  the  other  House  "  granting  a  right 
of  pre-emption  to  certain  actual  settlers  in  that 
part  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  included  in  Jack- 
son Courthouse  land  district,  and  in  that  _part  of 
the  State  of  Louisiana  included  in  the  St.  Helena 
land  district,"  was  taken  up,  and  after  being  dis- 
cussed by  Messrs.  Lowrie,  King  of  Alabama,  and 
H.  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  was,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Lowrie,  indefinitely  postponed. 

The  bill  from  the  other  House  "  to  revive  and 
continue  in  force  the  first,  second,  third,  fourth, 
fifth,  and  seventh  sections  of  an  act,  entitled  'An 
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act  to  provide  for  the  collection  of  duties  on  im- 
ports and  tonnage,"  was  taken  up  for  considera- 
tion in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  Mr.  Dicker- 
80N  explained  the  reasons  for  bringing  forward 
this  bill.  Its  passage  was  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Taylor  of  Virginia,  and  Hol.mes  of  Maine;  and 
on  motion  of  the  latter  member,  the  bill  was  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  following  bills  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, and  which  had  been  amended  in  Sen- 
ate, were  severally  read  the  third  lime,  passed,  and 
sent  back  to  the  other  House  for  concurrence  in 
the  amendments^ viz  :  The  bills  supplementary  to 
an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  correc- 
tion of  errors  made  in  entering  lands  at  the  sev- 
eral land  offices;  changing  the  mode  of  surveying 
the  public  lands  on  any  river,  lake,  bayou,  or 
water  course;  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled 
an  act  to  incorporate  the  city  of  Washington, 
passed  15th  May,  1S20,  and  for  other  purposes; 
for  the  relief  of  John  Mitchell ;  and  to  authorize 
masters  of  vessels,  in  certain  cases,  to  clear  either 
at  the  custom-house  at  Richmond,  or  that  at 
Petersburg. 

The  amendments  made  by  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives to  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  explana- 
tory of  "An  act  to  provide  payment  to  the  volun- 
teers who  lost  horses  in  the  Seminole  war,"  were 
read,  and  agreed  to.        \ 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dickerson,  it  was  ordered 
that  when  the  Senate  does  adjourn,  it  adjourn  to 
meet  again  at  six  o'clock. 

At  a  quarter  before  five  the  Senate  adjourned. 

Six  o'clock  in  the  Ecening. 
The  following  bills,  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, were  severally  taken  up  for  considera- 
tion, as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.    Their  objects 
and  intentions   were  staled,   by  members  of  the 
standing  committees  to  which  they  had  been  re- 
ferred.    The  bills.were  reported  to  the  Senate,  and 
passed  to  a  third  reading,  viz:  The  bUl  "for  the 
relief  of    certain    distillers,    within   the   United 
States;"  the  bill  "  making  appropriations  to  carry 
into   effect   certain    treaties ;''  the   bill  "  making 
appropriations  for  the  military  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  for  the  year  IS24  ;"  the  bill  "  to  regu- 
late the  mode  of  practice  in  the  courts  of  the  Uni- 
ted  States,  within  the  State  of  Louisiana;"  the 
bill  "reserving  to  the  Wyandot  tribe  of  Indians  a 
certain   tract  of  land,  in  lieu  of  another  tract  of 
land   reserved  to  them  by  treaty;"  the  bill  "for 
the  relief  of  Joseph  M.  White  and  William  David- 
son ;"  the  bill  "  concerning  the  pre-emption  rights 
in  the  Territory  of  Arkansas  ;"  the  bill  "  to  es- 
tablish an  additional  land  office  in  the  State  of 
Missouri ;"  the  bill  "granting  a  tra"fct  of  land  to 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Parish  of  Point  Coupee,  in 
the  State  of  Louisiana,  for  certain  purposes  ;"  the 
bill  "  granting  a  tract  of  land  to  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Parish  of  Baton  Rouge;"  the  bill  "sup- 
plementary to  an  acti providing  for  the  examining 
of  claims  to  lands  situated  in  that  part  of  the  Slate 
of  Louisiana,  lying  between  the  Rio  Hondo  and 
the  Sabine  river ;"  the  bill  "  granting  to  the  town 
of  Tuscaloosa  certain  lots  of  land  j"  the  bill  "  con- 


cerning wreuks  on  the  coast  of  Florida  ;"  the  bill 
"authorizin^an  appropriation  for  the  Library  of 
Congress;"  the  bill  "  to  allow  salaries  to  the  col- 
lectors of  the  ports  of  Nantucket  and  Pensacola, 
and  to  abolish  the  office  of  surveyor  at  Pensa- 
cola ;"  the  bill  "  to  confer  certain  powers  on  the 
Levy  Court  of  Alexandria,  and  for  other  purposes." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lan.man,  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  was  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  sundry  petitions, 
the  object  of  which,  he  said,  had  been  answered 
in  the  general  bill,  now  before  Congress,  respecting 
the  post  offices  and  post  roads. 

The  bill,  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
"'  to  discontinue  certain  post  offices,  and  to  estab- 
lish others,"  was  taken  up  for  consideration,  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole.  Mr.  La.\man  stated, 
that  he  had  been  directed,  by  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  move  the  in- 
definite postponement  of  this  bill — he.  accordingly, 
made  that  motion.     It  was  carried— 20  to  6. 

The  bill,  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
"  to  establish  Bowdoinham,  in  the  State  of  Maine  ; 
Troy,  in  theStateof  New  York  ;  and  Fairport,  in 
the  State  of  Ohio,  as  ports  of  delivery,"  was  taken 
up  for  consideration.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Holmes, 
of  Maine,  it  was  postponed  indefinitely. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
authorize  the  surveying  and  making  of  a  road  from 
a  point  in  the  northwestern  boundary  of  the  State 
of  Ohio,  near  the  foot  of  the  Rapids  of  the  Miami 
of  Lake  Erie,  to  Detroit,  in  the  Territory*  of 
Michigan ;"  and,  no  amendment  having  been 
made,  it  was  reported  to  the  Senate  ;  and  on  the 
question,  "  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third  lime  ?" 
It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative-^yeas  20, 
nays  8,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Barton,  Benton,  Brown,  Dickerson, 
Findlay,  Gaillard,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes  of  Mis- 
sissippi,   J,    S.   Johnston,    Kelly,   Lanman,  Lloyd  of 
MassachusetU,    Noble,    Parrott,    Ruggles,   Seymour,    » 
Smith,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Thomas,  and  Williams. 

^"AV8 — Messrs.  Bell,  Chandler,  Clayton,  Eaton, 
Edwards,  King  of  Alabama,  Lowrie,  and  Macon. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  resolutions  to  compensate 
(he  messengers  to  the  Senate  ;  and,  on  motion, 
they  were  postponed  until  to-morrow  ;  and  the 
Senate  adjourned,  at  half  past  nine  o'clock. 


Wedne.sday,  May  26. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  the 
rule  which  provides  that  no  bill  shall  receive  a 
third  reading  before  twelve  o'clock,  was  rescinded. 

Mr.  Noble  moved  that  the  resolution  providing 
for  the  purchase  of  a  certain  number  of  copies  of 
the  Journals  of  Congress,  from  1774  to  1788,  be 
now  taken  up  for  consideration.  This  motion 
was  supported  by  the  mover,  and  Mr.  Taylor,  of 
Virginia  ;  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Brown  and 
Holmes,  of  Maine.  The  Senate  refused  to  lake 
up  the  resolution— 12  in  the  affirmative ;  13  in  the 
negative. 

The  bill,  entitled  '-An  act  making  further  ap- 
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proprialions  for  the  military  service  of  the  United 
Slates,  for  the  year  1821,"  was  read  the  third 
time  as  amended,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the 
building  of  lighthouse?,  light  vessels,  and  beacons, 
therein  mentioned,  and  for  other  purposes,''  was 
read  the  third  time  as  amended,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  em- 
ployment of  additional  clerks,  and  certain  mes- 
sengers and  assistants,  and  other  persons,  in  the 
several  Departments,"  was  read  the  third  time  as 
amended;  and  the  bill  was  further  amended,  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  enabling  the  claim- 
ants to  lands  within  the  limits  of  the  State  of 
Missouri  and  Territory  of  Arkansas,  to  institute 
proceedings  to  try  the  validity  of  their  claims," 
was  read  the  third  time  as  amended,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  concur  in  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Mitchell,"  with  an 
amendment;  in  which  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  their 
amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  '"An  act  for  the 
relief  of  John  Mitchell,"  and  concurred  therein. 

The  forty-three  following  bills  from  the  House 
of  Representatives,  viz  : 

An  act  to  alter  the  judicial  districts  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  for  other  purposes  ; 

An  act  granting  certain  lots  of  ground  to  the 
corporation  of  the  city  of  Mobile,  and  to  certain 
individuals  of  said  city  ; 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  sale  of  lands  convey- 
ed to  the  United  States,  in  certain  cases,  and  for 
other  purposes ;    " 

An  act  to  regulate  the  fees  of  the  register  of 
wills,  in  the  several  counties  within  the  District 
of  Columbia ; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  corporation  of  the 
church  of  St.  Anne,  and  to  authorize  the  exten- 
sion of  Lamed  street,  in  the  town  of  Detroit ; 

An  act  making  an  appropriation  towards  the 
extinguishment  of  the  Q,uaupau  title  to  lands  in 
the  Territory  of  Arkansas ; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Arthur  N.  Henly  ; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Holliday  ; 

An  act  for  the  benefit  of  the  Columbian  Insti- 
tute; 

An  act  to  allow  further  time  to  complete  the 
issuing  and  locating  military  land  warrants  ; 

An  act  granting  to  the  counties  or  parishes  of 
each  State  and  Territory  of  the  United  States,  in 
which  the  public  lands  are  situated,  the-right  of 
pre-emption  to  quarter  sections  of  land,  for  seats 
of  justice,  within  the  same  ; 
'  An  act  providing  for  the  disposition  of  three 
several  tracts  of  land  in  Tuscarawas  county,  in 
the  State  of  Ohio,  and  for  other  purposes  ; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Cleveland, 
junior; 

An  act  to  allow  the  bounty  to  vessels  employed 
in  the  cod  fisheries,  in  certain  cases  ; 

An  act  to  authorize  the  President  to  exchange 


five  arpens  of  land,  on  the  south  side  of  the  pub- 
lic lot  at  Baton  Rouge,  for  an  equal  quantity  ot 
land  on  the  north  side  of  said  lot ; 

An  act  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  enter  into  certain  "iiegotiations,  relative 
to  lands  located  under  Virginia  military  land 
warrants,  lying  between  Ludlow's  and  Roberts's 
lines,  in  the  State  of  Ohio  ; 

An  act  further  to  regulate  the  inspection  of  flour 
in  the  county  of  Alexandria  ; 

An  act  to  revive  and  extend  the  term  of  certain 
pensions,  which  have  expired  by  limitation  ; 

An  act  to  authorize  the  State  of  Indiana  to  open 
a  canal  through  the  public  lands,  to  connect  the 
navigation  of  the  rivers  Wabash  and  the  Miami 
of  Lake  Erie  ; 

An  act  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  letters  patent 
to  Nathaniel  Sylvester; 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  deepening 
the  channel  leading  into  the  harbor  of  Presque  Lie, 
and  for  repairing  Plymouth  beach  ; 

An  act  granting  donations  of  land  to  certain 
actual  settlers  in  the  Territory  of  Florida ; 

An  act  for  altering  the  time  for  holding  the  cir- 
cuit court  of  the  United  States,  for  the  fourth  cir- 
cuit in  the  Maryland  district ; 

An  act  appropriating  a  certain  sum  of  money 
to  Benjamin  Huffman,  of  the  State  of  Indiana  ; 

An  act  to  alter  the  judicial  districts  of  Virginia, 
and  for  other  purposes  ; 

An  act  making  an  appropriation  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  claims  of  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  late 
GoverndV  of  the  State  of  New  York,  against  the 
United  States; 

Au  act  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury to  exchange  a  stock,  bearing  an  interest  of 
five  per  cent,  for  certain  stocks  bearing  an  interest 
of  six  per  cent.; 

An  act  making  appropriations  to  carry  into  ef- 
fect certain  Indian  treaties  ; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  distillers  in  the 
United  States; 

An  act  to  regulate  the  mode  of  practice  in  the 
courts  of  the  United  States,  for  the  district  of 
Louisiana  ; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  M.  White  and 
William  Davidson  ; 

An  act  concerning  pre-emption  rights  in  the 
Territory  of  Arkansas ; 

An  act  granting  a  tract  of  land  to  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  parish  of  Point  Coupee,  on  certain 
conditions; 

An  act  granting  a  tract  of  land  to  the  parish  of 
West  Baton  Rouge,  on  certain  conditions; 

An  act  supplementary  to  an  act  providing  for 
the  examination  of  titles  to  land,  in  that  part  of 
the  Stale  of  Louisiana  situated  between  the  Rio 
Hondo  and  the  Sabine  river; 

An  act  granting  to  the  corporation  of  the  town 
of  Tuscaloosa  certain  lots,  and  privileges  over  the 
reservations  and  commons  in  said  town  ; 

An  act  concerning  wrecks  on  the  coa^t  of  Flo- 
rida ; 

An  act  to  authorize  the  surveying  and  making 
of  a  road,  from  a  point  in  the  northwestern  boun- 
dary of  the  Slate  of  Ohio,  near  the  foot  of  the 


Mat,  1824. 


Adjournment. 


Senate. 


Rapids  of  the  Miami  of  Lake  Erie,  to  Detroit,  in 
the  Territory  of  Michigan  ; 

An  act  to  allow  a  salary  to  the  collectors  of  the 
districts  of  Nantucket  and  Pensacola,and  to  abol- 
ish the  office  of  Surveyor  of  the  district  of  Pen- 
sacola ; 

An  act  authorizing  an  appropriation  for  the  use 
of  the  Library  of  Congress; 

An  act  to  confer  certain  powers  on  the  levy 
court  of  the  county  of  Alexandria,  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  and  for  other  purposes  ; 

An  act  to  establish  an  additional  land  office  in 
the  State  of  Missouri ;  and 

An  act  reserving  to  the  Wyandot  tribe  of  In- 
dians a  certain  tract  of  land,  in  lieu  of  a  reserva- 
tion made  to  them  by  treaty,  were  severally  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed 


After  the  consideration  of  Executive  business, 
the  Senate  adjourned  to  7  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Seven  o^dock  in  tfie  Evening. 
On  motion,  by  Mr.  Barton,  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  were  discharged  from  the  consider- 
ation of  all  Subjects  referred  to  them  and  not  re- 
ported upon. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  supple- 
mentary to  an  act  of  Congress,  passed  on  the  13lh 
day  of  June,  1812,  entitled  'An  act  making  fur- 
ther provision  for  settling  the  claims  to  land  in 
the  Territory  of  Missouri,"  with  amendments  ;  in 
which  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  araend- 


miiu  iiiuc,  auu  pa:%3cu.  •  ■"-  --'^-"^»^v  piwvc^ucu   lo  cousiuer  me  amend- 

The  several  resolutions  heretofore  reported  by  '  ro^nts  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill 


the  Committee  on  the  Contingent  Fiind,  pro 
viding  payment  for  the  assistants  employed  by  the 
Sergeant-at-Arms  to  the  Senate,  were  taken  up 
for  consideration,  and  agreed  to.  *• 

The  resolution  introduced  on  leave,  yesterday, 
by  Mr.  Eaton,  directing  ithe  Secretary  of  ihe 
Senate  to  pay,  from  the  contingent  fund,  to  the 
artist  employed  in  constructing  an  allegorical  or 


last  mentioned,  and  concurred  therein. 

After  the  consideration  of  Executive  business 
the  Senate  adjourned  to  eight  o'clock  to-morrow 
morning. 


Thursday,  May  27. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
r  -J  —     -  "-- ;-"■•»  -"  -"vgw..^«.  yji-    informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  na^<5Pfl 

°*™'"/c,nnn  '^""'^  ^^f  \^"  ^'°"'^'  '^'  ^"^'^'"  ^  resolution  for  The  appoinU^ent  of  a  jomt^c^- 
woTw!^  '-'^  '"ff'"  *"""  ;°  ^'''''^  '"  Ibe  miltee,  lo  wait  on  the  President  of  the  UnuTd 
work,  was  again  read  for  consideration.  States,  and  inform  him,  that,  unless  he  r^ay  have 

Some  remarks  on  the  subject  were  submitted  any  further  communication  to  make,  they  are 
bv  Messrs.  Eaton,  Macon,  Lan.man,  Van  Dyke,  1  ready  lo  adjourn  ;  in  which  they  request  the  con! 
H0L.ME8,  of  Maine,  Taylor,  of  Virginia,  and  |  currence  of  the  Senate 


third  j      The  Senatft^roceeded  to  consider  the  said  reso- 
!  lution,  and  concurred  therein  ;  and  Messrs.  Smith 


Smith  ;  and  the  resolution  was  refused 

reading. 

A  /•!»»..-.  ■  '"'^'"".  auu  ».uiii;urrru  inerem  :  ana  xVlessrs  ^SMITll 

message  from  the  House  of  Representatives  |  and  Macon  were  appointed  the  comm  tiee  on  the 
informed  the  Senate  thai  the  House  concur  in  all  i  part  of  the  Senate  commmee  on  ine 

the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill',  entitled  !      A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
i".  I'p     1  '"""/ir  '^'  ^k'''^'"^  °^  lighthouses,  i  informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  havmgfinilh 
light  vessels,  and  beacons,  therein  mentioned,  and  1  ed  the  business  before  them,  are  about  to  adiourn 

anTfif^h  P^P^T'  k?k''PV^^  ^"^'  ^^^°'^^'  ^^"'^^'        ^^^^^'  That  the  SecTeta  y  inYorm  the^Se 
and  fifth  ;  to  whKjh  they  disagree  of  Representatives  that  the  Senate,  having  finished 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  their  amend-    the  Legislative  business  before  them  are  aS^o 
ments  to  the  last  mentioned  bill,  disagreed  lo  by  I  adjourn  ' 

the  House  of  Representatives  and  receded  there-  j      After  the  consideration  of  Executive  business, 

'  the  President  adjourned  the  Senate  sine  die. 
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Monday,  December  1,  1823. 

At  12  o'clock,  precisely,  the  Clerk  called  the 
House  to  order,  and,  the  roll  being  called,  the 
following  members  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives appeared  and  took  their  seats,  to  wil : 

From  Maine. — William  Burleigh,  Joshua  Cushman, 
Ebeiiezer  Herrick,  David  Kidder,  Enoch  Lincohi,  and 
Jeremiah  O'Brien. 

From  New  Hampshire. — Matthew  Harvey,  .\rthur 
Livermore,  Aaron  Matson,  William  Piumer,  Jr.,  and 
Thomas  Whipple,  Jr. 

From  Massachusetts. — Samuel  C.  Allen,  John  Bai- 
ley, Francis  Baylies,  Benjamin  W.  Crowninshield, 
Henry  W.  Dwight,  Timothy  Fuller,  Aaron  Hobart, 
Samuel  Latbrop,  John  Locke,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  John 
Reed,  Jonas  Sibley,  and  Daniel  Webster. 

From  Rhode  Island. — Job  Durlee,  and  Samuel 
Eddy. 

From  Connecticut. — Noyes  Barber,  Samuel  A. 
Foot,  Ansel  Sterling,  Ebenezer  Stoddard,  Gideon 
Tomlinson,  and  Lemuel  Whitman. 

From  Vermont. —  William  C.  Bradley,  Daniel  A. 
A.  Buck,  Samuel  C.  Crafta,  Rollin  C.  .Mallary,  and 
Charles  Rich. 

From  New  lor*.— John  W.  Cady,  Churchill  C. 
Cambreleng,  Lot  Clark,  Ela  Collins,  Hector  Craig, 
Rowland  Day,  Justin  Dwinell,  Lewis  Eaton,  Charles 
A.  Foote,  Joel  Frost,  Moses  Hayden,  James  L.  Hoge- 
boom,  Lemuel  Jenkins,  Elisba  Litchfield,  Dudley 
Marvin,  Henry  C.  Martindale,  John  Richards,  Robert 
R.  Rose,  Peter  Sharpe,  Henry  R.  Storrs,  James  Strong, 
John  W.  Taylor,  Egbert  Ten  Eyck,  Jacob  Tyson, 
William  Van  Wyck,  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  Isaac 
Williams,  Isaac  Wilson,  Silas  Wood,  and  William 
Woods. 

From  New  Jersey. — George  Cassedy,  Lewis  Con- 
diet,  Daniel  Garrison,  George  Holcombe,  James  Mat- 
lack,  and  Samuel  iSwan. 

From  Pennsylvania. — James  Allison,  Samuel  Breck, 
John  Brown,  James  Buchanan,  iSamuel  Edwards, 
William  Cox  Ellis,  Patrick  Farrelly,  John  Findlay, 
Walter  Forward,  Robert  Harris,  Joseph  Hemphill, 
Samuel  D.  Ingham,  George  Kremer,  Samuel  McKean, 
Jainefi  S.  Mitchell,  Thomas  Patterson,  George  Plumcr, 
Thomas  J.  Rogers,  John  Tod,  Daniel  Udree,  Isaac 
Wayne,  and  James  Wilson. 

From  Ddaware. — Louis  McLane. 

From  Maryland. — William   Hay  ward,  Jr.,  Joaeph 


Kent,    John    Le«,    Peter   LitUe,  Isaac   McKim,  and 
George  E.  Mitchell. 

From  Virginia.— M Ark  Alexander,  William  8.  Ar- 
cher, William  Lee  Ball,  Philip  P.  Barbour,  John  8. 
Barbour,  Robert  S.  Garnett,  Joseph  Johnson,  Jabei 
Leftwich,  William  McCoy,  Charles  F.  Mercer,  Tho- 
mas Newton,  Arthur  Smith,  William  Smith,  Alex- 
ander Smyth,  Andrew  Stevenson,  James  StephcnaoD, 
George  Tucker,  and  Jared  Williams. 

From  North  Carolina. — Henry  Conner,  John  Cul- 
pepper, Weldon  N.  Edwards,  Alfred  M.  Gatlin, 
Charles  Hooks,  John  Long,  W'illie  P.  Mangum, 
Romulus  M.  Saunders,  Richard  D.  Spaight,  Robert 
B.  Vance,  and  Lewis  Williams. 

From  South  Carolina. — Robert  Campbell,  Joseph 
Gist,  James  Hamilton,  Jr.,  George  McDuffie,  Joel  R. 
Poinsett,  Starling  Tucker,  and  John  Wilson. 

From  Georgia. — Joel  Abbot,  George  Cary,  Thomai 
W.Cobb,  Alfred  Culhberl,  John  Forsyth,  and  Wiley 
Thompson. 

From  Kentucky. — Richard  A.  Buckner,  Henry 
Clay,  Robert  P.  Henry,  Francis  Johnson,  John  T. 
Johnson,  Robert  P.  Letcher,  Thomas  P.  Moore, 
Philip  Thompson,  David  Trimble,  David  White,  and 
Charles  A.  Wickl.ffe. 

From  Tennessee. — Adam  R.  Alexander,  Robert 
Allen,  John  Blair,  John  Cocke,  Samuel  Houston, 
Jacob  C.  Isacks,  James  B.  Reynolds,  James  T.  Sand- 
ford,  and  James  Standefer. 

From  Ohio. — Mordecai  Bartley,  Philemon  Beecher, 
John  W.  Campbell,  James  W.  Gazlay,  Duncan  Mc- 
Arthur,  William  McLean,  John  Patterson,  Joha 
Sloane,  Joseph  Vance,  Samuel  F.  Vinton,  Eliaha 
Whittlesey,  William  Wilson,  and  John  C.  Wright. 

From  Louisiana. — William  L.  Brent. 

From  Indiana. — John  Test. 

From  Illinois. — Daniel  P.  Cook. 

From  Alabama. — John  McKee,  and  Gabriel  Moore. 

From  Missouri. — John  Scott. 

From  Arkansas  Territory. — Henry  W.  Conway. 

After  the  Clerk  had  finished  calling  the  mem- 
bers of  States,  and  a  quorum  was  ascertained  to 
be  present, 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  rose  and  remarked, 

that,  it  having  been  publicly  announced  that  he 

was   considered   a   candidate   for   the   Speaker's 

Chair,  and  several  Representatives  having  avow- 

,  ed  their  inteniioa  to  vote  ia  his  favor ;  for  tht 
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Election  of  Speaker^  ^c. 


December,  1823. 


purpose  of  correcting  any  mistake  upon  this  sub- 
ject which  might  exist  either  liere  or  elsewhere 
he  thought  proper  to  state  that  he  was  not  a  can- 
didate, and  that,  if  his  friends  consulted  his  wishes, 
they  would  not.  on  this  occasion,  support  him  for 
the  office.  This  frank  declaration,  he  said,  ap- 
peared ro  be  due  to  the  House  and  to  those  gen- 
tlemen who  were  understood  to  be  candidates,  as 
well  as  to  himself. 

ELECTION  OF  SPEAKER. 

The  House  then  proceeded,  by  ballot,  to  the 
election  of  a  Speaker,  and,  upon  an  examination 
of  the  ballots,  it  appeared  that  He.nry  Clay,  one 
of  the  Representatives  from  the  State  of  Kentucky, 
had  130  votes,  and  that  Philip  P.  Barbolh,  one 
of  the  Representatives  from  the  Stale  of  Virginia, 
had  received  42  votes. 

Mr.  Clay  was,  therefore,  declared  to  be  duly 
elected,  and  conducted  to  the  Speaker's  Chair, 
from  whence  he  made  acknowledgments  to  the 
House  in  the  following  terms  : 

GiNTLEMtN  :    I  pray  you  to  accept  my  most  re- 
vpectful  thanks  for  the  honor  you  have  just  conferred 
on  me.     The  station  of  Speaker  of  this   House  has 
been  always  justly  considered  aa  one  of  groat  respect- 
ability, as  well  as  of  high  responsibility.      But,  at  the 
present  period,  when  we  are  assembled  under  a  new 
census,  with  our  number  considerably  enlarged,  and 
the  highest  interests  of  a  greatly  augmented  [wpulation 
commuted  to  our  charge,  it  has  acquired   much  addi- 
tional  importance,  which   requires   from  the    favored 
object  of  your  selection  his  most  grateful  acknowledg- 
ments and  the  expression  of  the  profoundest  sensibility. 
The   principles  which  should   regulate  the   execution 
of  the  duties  of  the  incumbent  of  the   Chair  are  not 
difficult  to  comprehend,  although  their  application  to 
particular  instances   is   often   extremely  delicate  and 
perplexing.      They   enjoin    promptitude  and    impar- 
tiality in   deciding  the    various   questions  of  order  as 
they  arise  ;  firmness  and  dignity  in   his   deportment 
towards  the  House ;  patience,  good  temper,  and  cour- 
tesy, towards  the  indiridual  members;  and  ttie  best 
arrangement    and    distribution   of  the   talent   of  the 
House,  in  its  numerous  subdivisions,  for  the  despatch 
of  the  public  business,  and  the  fair  exhibition  of  every 
subject  presented  for  consideration.     They  especially 
require  of  him,  in  those  momentsof  agitation  from  which 
no  deliberative  assembly  is  always  entirely  exempt,  to 
remain  cool   and   unshaken   amidst  all   the  storms  of 
debate,  carefully  guarding  the  preservation  of  the  per- 
manent laws  and  rules  of  the  House  from  being  sacri- 
6ced  to  temporary  passions,  prejudices,  or  interest*.     It 
ia  on  such  occasions  as  these,  too,  that  the  Chair  stands 
moat  in  need  of  your  support,  of  your  candor,  of  your 
hberality,  of  your  unbiassed  judgment     I  am  not  so 
presumptuous, gentlemen, as  to  promiaeyou  that  I  shall 
perform  the  arduous  duties  of  which  I  have  presented  an 
imperfect  sketch.     All  I  dare  say  is,  that  I  will  exert  an 
anxious,  fiuihlul,  and  unremitting   endeavor  to   fulfil 
the  expectationa  by  which  I  have  been  so  much  hon- 
ored.    And  may  we   not  indulge  the  hope,  that,  with 
the   blt-Fsing   of  Divine   Providence,  all  our   delibera- 
tions and  all  our  proceedings  may  tend  to  sustain  the 
dignity  of  the  House,  to  maintain  the  honor  and  char- 
acter of  the  counliy,  and  to  advance  thepublic  welfare 
and  happiness. 

The  oath  to  support  tht  Constitution  of  the 


United  States,  as  prescribed  by  law,  was  then 
administered  to  the  Speaker  by  Mr.  Newton,  one 
of  the  Representatives  from  Virginia,  and  the 
same  oath  (or  affirmation)  was  then  administered 
by  the  Speaker  to  all  the  other  members  present. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Campbell,  of 
Ohio,  that  Matthew  St.  Clair  Clarke,  Clerk  to 
the  late  Hou^e  of  Representatives,  be  appointed 
Clerk  to  this  House;  and  the  motion  was  agreed 
to,  unanimously. 

The  oath  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  togeilier  witii  the  oath  of  office,  as 
prescribed  by  the  act  aforesaid,  were  then  admin- 
istered to  the  Clerk  by  the  Speaker. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Newton,  it  was 

Rtsolvtd,  unanimously,  That  Thomas  Dunn  be 
appointed  ^ergeant-at-Arms,  Benjamin  Burcb 
Doorkeeper,  and  John  OawALO  Dunn  Assistant 
Doorkeeper  to  this  House;  and  that  they  sever- 
ally give  their  attendance  accordingly. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tomlinson,  it  was 

Ordered^  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Senate 
to  inform  them  that  a  quorum  of  this  House  ha?e 
assembled,  and  have  elected  Henry  Clay  their 
Speaker,  and  that  this  House  is  now  ready  to 
proceed  to  business;  and  that  the  Clerk  do  go 
with  the  said  message. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Newton, 

Ordered,  That  the  daily  hour  to  which  the 
House  shall  stand  adjourned  be  twelve  o'clock 
until  otherwise  ordered. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Little, 

Resolved,  That  the  Rules  and  Orders  established 
by  the  late  House  of  Representatives  be  deemed 
and  taken  to  be  the  Rules  and  Orders  of  proceed- 
ing to  be  observed  in  tins  House,  until  a  revision 
or  alteration  of  the  same  shall  have  taken  place. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Newton, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  on 
the  ]>art  of  this  House  to  join  such  committee  as 
have  been  or  may  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States  and  inform  him  that  a  quorum  of  the  two 
Houses  have  assembled,  and  are  ready  to  receive 
any  communications  be  may  be  pleased  to  make 
to  them. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Newton  and  Mr.  Van  Rens- 
selaer be  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  House, 
and  that  the  Clerk  do  acquaint  the  Senate  there- 
with. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Allen,  of  Massachusetts, 
Resolved,  That  the  Clerk  be  directed  to  cause 
the  members  to  be  furnished  with  such  newspa- 
pers as  they  respectively  may  elect;  the  expense 
of  each  member  not  to  exceed  the  price  of  three 
daily  papers. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  in- 
forming the  House  that  a  quorum  of  the  Senate 
had  assembled,  and  was  ready  to  proceed  to  busi- 
ness; and  that  they  have  concurred  in  the  resolu- 
Ition  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  commitice  to 
wait  on  the  President  of  the  United  States,  &c. 
And  then  the  Hotue  adjourned. 


December,  1S23. 


Standing  Comr.iittets. 


H.  OP  R. 


Tuesday,  December  2. 
Several  other  members,  to  wit :  from  Pennsyl- 
rania,  Philip  S.  Markley  and  Andrew  Stew- 
art; from  Maryland,  Raphael  Neale,  John  S. 
Spence,  and  Henry  R.  Warfield;  from  Vir- 
ginia, John  Randolph;  from  North  Carolina, 
Hutchins  G.  Burton  and  Thoma.s  H.  Hall; 
from  South  Carolina.  John  Carter  and  Andrew 
R.  Govan;  from  Ohio,  Thomah  R.  Ross;  and 
from  Indiana,  Jonathan  Jennings  and  William 
Prince,  appeared,  produced  their  credentials,  were 
qualified,  and  took  their  seats. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  joint  committee,  ap- 
pointed yesterday  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  reported  that  the  committee  had 
performed  the  duties  of  their  appointment,  and 
that  the  President  answered  that  he  would  make 
a  communication,  in  writing,  to  the  two  Houses 
this  day. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  a  state- 
ment, comprising  the  names  of  the  persons  whose 
accounts  have  been  settled  agreeably  to  the  act  of 
the  first  of  March  last,  entitled  "  An  act  in  addi- 
tion to  the  act  entitled  'An  act  for  the  prompt 
settlement  of  public  accounts;"  which  letter  and 
statement  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  another 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  W^ar,  transmitting  a 
statement,  showing  the  number  of  Revolutionary 
pensioners  on  the  rolls  of  ihe  several  States  anil 
Territories  of  the  United  States,  made  in  confor- 
mity to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, of  the  first  of  March  last;  which  were 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Clerk,  covering  four  statements,  prepared 
in  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  Congress,  of  the 
first  of  March  last,  "requiring  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Senate,  and  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, an  annual  statement  of  the  expendi- 
tures from  the  contingent  fund  of  the  two  Houses;" 
which  letter  and  statements  were  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  they  have  passed  a  resolution  authorizing  the 
appointment  of  two  Chaplains,  ol  different  denomi- 
nations, during  the  present  st-ssion,  one  by  each 
House,  who  shall  interchange  weekly  ;  in  which 
resolutions  the -Senate  ask  the  concurrence  of  this 
House. 

The  said  resolution  was  read,  and  concurred  in 
by  the  Hou.se. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Lathrop,  it  was  ordered 
that  thi?  House  will,  on  Monday  next,  the  8th 
instant,  proceed  to  the  appointment  of  a  Chaplain 
to  Congress  on  their  part. 

A  Message  was  then  received  from  the  Prbsi- 
DBNT  or  THE  United  Statbs,  which  was  read, 
and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  the  state  of  the  Union  ;  and  six  thousand 
copies  thereof  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of 
the  members  of  this  House.  [For  this  Me&sage 
see  Senate  proceedings,  ardt  p.  12. J 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


Wednesday,  December  3. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit:  from  New  York, 
Samuel  Lawrence  ;  and  from  Alabama,  George^ 
W.  Owen,  appeared,  and  produced  their  creden- 
tials. 

Richard  K.  Call,  also  appeared,  and  produced 
his  credentials,  as  the  Delegate  from  the  Territory 
of  Florida. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
frpm  Samuel  R.  Overton  and  Joseph  M.  White, 
two  of  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain 
titles  and  claims  to  lands  in  West  Florida,  asking 
for  an  extension  of  the  time  to  the  first  of  Sep- 
tember next,  to  enable  them  to  complete  the  duties 
of  their  appointment;  which  letter  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

STANDING   COM.MITTEES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  it  was  ordered  that 
the  call  for  petitions  be  dispen.sed  with,  and  that  the 
several  Standing  Committees  be  now  appointed,  in 
pursuance  of  the  rules  and  order;i,  of  the  House : 
Whereupon,  the  Speaker  appointed  the  following 
Standing  Committees: 

Of  Elections.— \U.  Sloane,  Mr.  Mallary,  Mr.  Ball, 
Mr.  Tucker,  of  South  Carolina,  Mr.  Standefer,  Mr, 
Hall,  of  North  Carolina,  and  Mr.  Thompson,  of 
Kentucky.  •<  * 

Of  Ways  atid  Means. — Mr.  McLane,  of  Dela- 
ware, Mr.  Ingham,  Mr.  Thompson,  of  Georgia, 
Mr.  Andrew  Stevenson,  Mr.  Cambreleng,  Mr. 
McDuffie,  and  Mr.  McKim. 

Of  Claims. — Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina, 
Mr.  McCoy,  Mr.  Rich,  Mr.  Litchfield,  Mr.  Mat- 
son,  Mr.  Whittlesey,  and  Mr.  Isacks. 

On  Ptiblic  Lands. — .Mr.  Rankin,  Mr.  Scott,  Mr. 
Cook,  Mr.  Jennings,  Mr.  Strong,  Mr.  Vinton,  and 
Mr.  Bradley. 

On  Coramerce. — Mr.  Newton,  Mr.  Tomlinson,Mr. 
Abbot,  Mr.  Durfee,  Mr.  Dwight,  Mr.  Mangum, 
and  Mr.  Morgan. 

On  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roadg. — Mr.  Francis, 
Johnson,  Mr.  Hooks,  Mr.  Stoddard,  Mr.  Wilson, 
of  South  Carolina,  Mr.  McKean,  Mr.  Alexander,  of 
Tennessee,  and  Mr.  Bartley. 

For  the  District  of  Columbia. — Mr.  Kent,  Mr. 
Neale,  Mr.  Matlack,  Mr,  Findlay,  Mr.  Alexander, 
of  Virginia,  Mr.  Gazlay,  and  Mr.  Blair. 

On  llu  Judiciary. — Mr.  Webster,  Mr.  P.  P.  Bar- 
bour, Mr.  Plumer,  of  New  Hampshire,  Mr.  Bur- 
ton, Mr.  Buchanan,  Mr.  Saunders,  and  Mr.  Brent. 

On  Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims. — Mr.  Lit- 
tle, Mr.  Eddy,  Mr.  Allen,  of  Tennessee,  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Smith,  Mr.  Culpepper,  Mr.  Plumer,  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  Mr.  Udree. 

On  Public  Expenditures. — Mr.  Cobb,  Mr.  Clarke, 
of  New  York,  Mr.  Crafts,  Mr.  Markley,  Mr.  Gist, 
Mr.  Sandford,  and  Mr.  John  S.  Barbour. 

On  Private  Land  Claims. — Mr.  Campbell,  of 
Ohio,  Mr.  Moore,  of  Alabama,  Mr.  Sterling,  Mr. 
Prince,  Mr.  Garrison,  Mr.  Locke,  and  Mr.  Wil- 
liams, of  New  York. 

On  Manufactures. — Mr.  Tod,  Mr.  Forward,  Mr. 
Condict,  Mr.  Conner,  Mr.  Wright,  Mr.  Craig,  and 
Mr.  Marvin. 

On  A^icuUurs. — Mr.  Van  Rensselaer,  Mr.  Bay- 
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lies  Mr.  Garnett.  Mr.  Harris,  of  Pennsylvania, 
Mr.'  Rose,  Mr.  Whitman,  and  Mr.  Patterson,  of 
Ptnnsylvania. 

On  Indian  Affairs. — Mr.  Cocke,  Mr.  Mitchell, 
of  Pennsylvanra.  Mr.  Williams,  of  Virginia,  Mr. 
McKee,  Mr.  McLean,  of  Ohio,  Mr.  Ten  Eyck, 
and  Mr.  Ga'lin. 

On  F(rrtign  Affairs. — Mr.  Forsyth,  Mr.  Taylor, 
Mr.  Storrs',  Mr.  Trimble,  Mr.  Arclier,  Mr.  Far- 
relly  and  Mr.  Poinsett. 

On  Military  Affairf*. — Mr.  Hamilton.  Mr.  Rog- 
ers, Mr.  Mitchell,  of  Maryland,  Mr.  Mc Arthur, 
Mr.  Houston,  Mr.  Vance,  of  Ohio,  and  Mr.  Camp- 
bell, of  South  Carolina, 

0.2  Naval  Affairs. — Mr.  Crowninshield,  Mr.  Ful- 
ler, Mr.  Randolph.  Mr.  Wartield,  Mr.  Cady,  Mr. 
Holcombe,  and  Mr.  Harvey. 

On  Rtvisnl  ami  Uiifinit^Jud  Bnsinfss. — Mr.  Ross, 
Mr.  Lathrop,  and  Mr.  Brown,  of  Pennsylvania. 

Ott  Accounts. — Mr.  Allen,  of  Massachusetts,  Mr. 
Swan,  and  Mr.  Letcher. 

On  ExpnidUnrfH  in  (he  Deparfinerif  of  Sfafe. — Mr. 

Wood,  Mr.  Barber,  of  Connecticut, and  Mr.  Bailey. 

On   the  Exi-fiidiitiTts   in   the   Dr^>nrtir,eid   of  the 

Treasury. — Mr.  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Mr. 

Hayward.  and  Mr.  Burleigh. 

On  the  EzfHiidiinres  in  th*  DeiKtrtment  of  IVar. — 
Mr.  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Mr.  Lincoln,  and  Mr. 
White. 

On  the  Exf>eiulUnres  in  the  Department  of  the 
Nary. — Mr.  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Ho- 
bart,  and  Mr.  O'Brien. 

(hi  the  Expenditures  in  the  Dtpartrntnt  of  the  Post 
Ojice.—MT.  Van  Wyck,  Mr.  Wilson  of  Ohio,  and 
Mr.  Lawrence. 

On  the  Expeiuiifures  on  tht  Public  Buildings. — Mr. 
Nel?on,  Mr.  Ellis,  and  Mr.  Moore  of  Kentucky. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  it  was  ordered,  that, 
when  the  House  adjourns,  it  will  adjourn  to  meet 
again  on  Friday  the  5th  instant. 

PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  Mr.  Con- 
DicT  in  the  Chair,  and  proceeded  to  the  consid- 
eration of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions: 

1.  Heaulved.  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  as  concerns  our  pohti- 
cai  relations  with  other  independent  Governments,  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  AtTairs. 

2.  Resolred,  That  so  much  of  the  President's  Mes- 
sage 88  relates  to  commerce;  to  the  erection  of  piers 
in  the  Delaware  bay,  and  the  removal  of  obstructions 
to  the  entrance  of  the  harhor  of  the  port  o\  Presque  Isle, 
be  referred  lo  the  I'ommittee  of  Commerce. 

3.  huohrd.  That  so  much  of  the  President's  Mes- 
sage as  relates  to  a  revision  of  the  tariff,  with  a  view 
to  the  encouragement  of  manufactures,  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  .Manufactures. 

i.  Ktiohed,  That  so  much  of  the  President's  Mes- 
tlge  as  relates  to  the  army,  the  militia,  the  ordnance 
department,  the  military  academy,  fortifications,  ar- 
mories, and  arsenals,  be  rcfericd  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs. 


'  5.  Resolved.  That  so  ranch  of  the  President's  Me«- 
sage  as  relates  to  the  organization  of  the  naval  estab- 
lishment, and  the  suppression  of  piracy,  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

6.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  President's  Mes- 
sage as  relates  to  the  revenue,  and  the  redemption  of 
the  public  debt,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means. 

7.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  President's  Mes- 
sage as  concerns  the  Post  Office  Department,  and  the 
revision  of  the  laws  relating  to  the  same,  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roada. 

8.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  President's  Mes- 
.  sage  as  relates  to  the  settlement  of  the  public  accounts, 
'  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Expenditures. 

9.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  President's  Mes- 
sage  as  concerns  our   relations  with  certain   Indian 

I  tribes,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

10.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  President's  Mcs- 
I  sage  as  relates  to  the  suppresiiion  of  the  .African  slave 

trade,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee. 
j       11.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  President's  Mes- 
'  sage  as  relates  to  the  Cumberland  road,  be  referred  to 

a  select  committee. 

12.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  President's  Mes- 
sage  as  relates  to  the  connexion  of  the  waters  of  the 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio,  by  means  of  a  canal,  be  refer- 
red to  a  select  committee. 

13.  Resolved,  That  the  said  select  committees  have 
I  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

These   resolutions  were   severally  agreed    to; 

when   the  committee  rose  and  reported  them  to 

.  the  House,  and,  the  same  being  again  read  at  the 

Clerk's  table,  were  severally  concurred  in  by  the 

House. 

I  Messrs.  Govan,  Livermore,  Herrick,  Test, 
Wayne,  Spaight,  and  Eaton,  were  appointed  a 
committee  upon  the  suppression  of  the  African 
slave  trade,  in  pursuance  of  the  tenth  resolution. 

Messrs.  Hemphill,  Beecher,  John  T.  John- 
son, Stewart,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Reynolds, 
and  Owen,  were.  apfKjinted  a  committee  on  the 
subject  of  the  Cumberland  road,  in  pursuance  of 
the  eleventh  resolution. 

Messrs.  Mercer,  Breck,  Woods,  Lee,  Buck- 
NER,  J.  Stephenson,  and  Patterson  of  Ohio, 
were  appointed  ajcommittee  upon  the  subject  of 
the  connexion  of  the  waters  of  the  Chesapeake 
and  Ohio,  in  pursuance  of  the  twelfth  resolution. 

Adjourned  until  Friday  next. 


Friday,  December  5. 

Mr.  Lawrence  of  New  York,  Mr.  Owen  of 
Alabama,  and  Mr.  Call,  delegate  from  Florida, 
were  severally  qualified^and  took  their  seats. 

Mr.  Farrelly  presented  several  petitions  from 
inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Erie,  and  parts  adja- 
cent, in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  praying  pro- 
vision may  be  made  for  removing  the  bar  which 
obstructs  the  entrance  into  the  harbor  of  Presque 
I>le. — Referred  lo  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  Forsyth  presented  a  petition,  (in  the 
French  languasre;)  of  Gabriclle  Emelie  de  Beau- 
regard, the  widow  of  a  French  officer,  of  the 
rauk  of  captain,  in  the  Army  of  the  United 
•States,  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  setting  forth 
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that  she  is  in  poverty,  with  six  children;  that  she 
makes  no  claim,  but  submits  her  case  to  the  liber- 
ality of  Congress.— Referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  CoNDicT  presented  a  memorial  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  praying 
that  further  protection  and  encouragement  may 
be  extended  to  the  manufacturing  interest  of  the 
country,  and  that  an  excise  duty  may  be  imposed 
-  on  domestic  distilled  spirits.— Referred. 

Mr.  Livermore,  of  New  Hampshire,  ofTercd  for 
consideration  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  directing  the  United  States  mail  to  be 
carried  in  the  day-time,  only,  except  when  transport- 
ed by  water. 

In  support  of  this  resolution,  Mr.  L.  remarked, 
that  his  object  was  to  secure  the  mail  from  depre- 
dations, several  alarming  instances  of  which  had 
recently  occurred.  He  was  persuaded  that,  while 
the  adoption  of  the  measure  proposed  in  the  re- 
solve would  protect,  it  would  not  retard  the  mail  ; 
because,  if  accelerated  as  it  might  be,  it  would  be 
carried  as  far  in  twelve  hours,  by  daylight,  as 
now  in  the  twenty-four,  including  the  night. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  moved  the  adoption 
of  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  "  regula- 
ting (by  law)  the  commerce  among  the  several  States," 
under  the  8th  section  of  the  Ist  article  of  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Foot  observed  that  collision  had  taken 
place  between  several  of  the  States,  already,  in 
relation  to  this  subject;  and,  fearing  that  more 
might  occur,  he  was  desirous  of  providing  a  rem- 
edy—with which  view  he  had  proposed  this  reso- 
lution. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to  without  opposi- 
tion. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McDlffie,  of  South  Caro- 
lina, it  was  resolved  that  a  select  committee  be 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  rec- 
ommending lo  the  several  States  the  propriety  of 
amending  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Slates 
in  such  manner  that  the  mode  of  electing  mem- 
bers of  the  House  of  Representatives  in  Congress 
maybe  uniform  throughout  the  United  States; 
also,  that  the  mode  of  choosing  Electors  for  Pres-  \ 
ident  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States  I 
^may  be,  in  like  manner,  uniform;  and,  also,  that 
the  election  of  the  said  officers  may,  in  no  event, 
devolve  upon  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Messrs.  McDurriE,  Alexander  Smyth,  Reed, 
Storrs,  Bcchanan,  WicKLiFFE,  and  CARY,were 
appointed  a  committee  pursuant  to  the  above  res- 
olution. 

Mr.  McKi.M  submitted  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be  directed 
to  furnish  to  this  House  a  statement  of  all  sick  or  dis- 
abled seamen,  who  may  have  been  sent  to  the  infirm- 
ary or  hospitals  at  the  port  of  Liverpool,  in  Great 
Britain,  under  the  direction  of  the  American  consul 
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at  that  port;  as,  also,  the  amount  of  money  retained 
or  received  by  said  contul  from  the  master  or  con- 
signee of  every  American  vessel  arriving  at  said  port, 
from  the  first  of  September,  1821,  to  the  first  of  Sep- 
tember, 1823,  for  each  sick  or  disabled  seaman  sent 
to  the  infirmary  or  hospital^:. 

The  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table  one  dav, 
under  the  rule. 

Mr.  Thompson,  of  Georgia,  moved  that  the 
House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of 
Georgia,  relative  to  the  claims  of  certain  detachments 
of  militia  of  that  State,  for  services  performed  in  the 
years  1792,  1793,  and  1794;  together  with  the  ac- 
companying documents,  now  on  the  files  of  this 
House,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  with  leave 
to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  resolution  was  read,   and,  on  motion  of 
Mr.   Cocke,  was  amended,  by  striking   out  the 
words  "  a  select  committee,"  and  inserting  "  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs.' 

The  question  was  then  taken  lo  agree  to  the 
resolution,  as  amended,  and  passed  in  the  affirm- 
ative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jennings,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  making  an  appropriation  for  the  purpose  of 
eflfecting  a  further  extinguishment  of  Indian  title 
to  lands  in  the  State  of  Indiana. 

MOTHER  OF  CO.MMODORE  PERRY. 

The  following  resolution  was  offered  by  Mr. 
Hamilton,  of  South  Carolina  : 
[  Resolved,  That  the  Naval  Committee  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  justice  and  expediency  of  allowing 
Mrs.  Sarah  Perry,  the  mother  of  the  'late  Captain 
Oliver  Hazard  Perry,  a  pension  during  her  natural 
life. 

Mr.  Hamilton  mentioned,  in  offering  this  res- 
olution, that  a  bill  embracing  this  object  had  beea 
reported  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  but  not 
acted  on  from  the  want  of  lime.  His  present  ob- 
ject was  to  revive  that  bill. 

Mr.  Tri.mble,  of  Kentucky,  not  meaning  to 
object  to  this  resolution,  suggested  the  propriety 
of  including  in  it  'the  case  of  Mrs.  Lawrence,  the 
widow  of  the  gallant  captain  of  that  name. 

Mr.  Ha.milton  said  he  thought  that  though  the 
ca.ses  of  the  venerable  Mrs.  Perry  and  the  widow 
of  the  lamented  Lawrence,  were  in  "o^ny  re- 
spects similar,  yet  there  were  some  poinRVof  dif- 
ference in  them  which  rendered  it  inexpedient  to 
blend  them  together. 

Mr.  CambrelCng,  of  New  York,  disclaiming 
all  opposition  to  the  object  of  the  resolution,  an 
object  in  which  he  feelingly  and  fully  concurred, 
was  of  opinion  that  the  cases  of  Mrs.  Lawrence 
and  Mrs.  Perry  might  better  have  a  separate  con- 
sideration. The  case  of  Mrs.  Perry  required  a' 
distinct  act  of  legislation— that  of^  Mrs.  Law- 
rence did  not,  being  one  (jf  a  class  of  cases  here- 
tofore regularly  provided  for  by  law,  her  husband 
having  fallen  in  battle.  But  it  should  be  remem- 
bered that,  through  some  inadvertence,  the  act, 
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nrovidincr  pensions  for  ihe  widows  and  orphans  !  ities  of  those  who  had  embarked,  a  large  amount 
of  navarofficers  killed  in  battle,  was  omitted  to  ;  of  property  on  board  of  vesseb,  solely  owned  by 
be  revived  at  the  la>t  session  of  Congress,  previ- ;  citizens  ot  the  Lnited  States  and  de.tmed  for 
ous  to  which  It  had  expired.  The  fund  from  Antwerp,  at  that  time  a  i>ort  of  France  ;  that  the 
which  that  relief  was  dispensed  was  a  sacred  one;  i  vessels  were  captured  by  Briti>h  cruisers  and  sent 
It  had  been  raised  out  of  the  Navy  itself,  and  it  :  into  England,  where  they  were  speedily  released, 
should  ever  be  held  sacred  to  the  object  for  which  and  proceeded  to  Antwerp,  which  port  they  reach- 
it  was  raised.  He  intended,  on  Monday,  to  move  ed  in  safety  ;  but.  immediately  after  their  arrival, 
for  a  revival  of  the  act,  and  if,  as  he'trusted,  it  !  vessels  and  cargoes  were  put  under  sequestration, 
should  be  revived,  he  cherished  a  strong  hope  that  .  upon  the  pretext  ol  a  violation  of  the  Berlin  De- 
the  Committee  of  Claims  would  put  the  venera-  cree  ;  that  the  property  was  not  ibelled,  nor  was 
ble  lady  who  was  the  subject  of  the  present  reso-  !  there  any  judicial  proceeding  had  in  relation  to  it. 
lution,  also,  on  the  pension  list.  The  fund  was  It  was,  however,  sold  by  order  ot  the  French  Gov- 
-     •     •  -  '  ernmenl,  and  has  been  totally  lost  to  the  memo- 

rialists ;  that  they  have  now  been  nearly  fifteen 
years  unlawfully  deprived  of  their  properly,  and 
they  now  confidently  appeal  to  the  Constitutional 
guardians  of  their  rights,  and  pray  that  their  case 


ample  to  embrace  both  classes  of  cases. 

The  resolution   was  adopted;  and  the   House 
adjourned  to  Monday. 


Monday,  December  8. 


may  be  taken   into  consideration,  and  that  such 


Another  member,  to  wit:  Joh.n  Herkimer,  '  relief  may  be  granted  to  them  as  in  the  wisdom  of 
from  the  State  of  New  York,  appeared,  produced  j  Congress  may  seem  just  and  proper, 
his  credentials,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat.  |  Mr.  H.  also  presented  a  memorial,  similar  in 
Gabriel  RicHABn  also  appeared,  produced  his  |  most  respects  from  sundry  other  merchants  of  the 
credentials,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat  as  the  1  city  of  Philadelphia,  who,  in  the  year  1809,  ship- 
delegate  from  the  Territory  of  Michigan.  i  ped  a  large  amount  of  property  for  Saint  Sebas- 
Mr.  Webster  presented  a  petition  of  the  man-  lians,  in  Spain,  where,  upon  its  arrival,  it  was 
ufacturers  of  wool,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  seized  by  French  officers,  and  has  become  wholly 
praying  that  an  additional  duty  of  12^  per  cent.  |  lost  to  the  memorialists. 

may  be  imposed  on  foreign  woollen  manufactures;  The  Speaker  presented  a  petition  of  Parmenio 
which  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Adams,  contesting  the  election  and  return  of  Isaac 
Manufactures.  I  Wilson,  as  one  of  the  memliers  of  this  House,  for 

Mr.  Conway  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Gen-    the  State  of  New  York,  and  praying  to  be  admit- 
eral  Assembly  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  pray-    ted  to  a  seat  in  the  place  of  said  Wilson. — Refer- 
ing  that  an  appropriation  may  be  made  i'or  the  '  red  to  the  Committee  of  Elections, 
purpose  of  extinguishing  the  title  of  the  Quapau  '      On  motion  of  Mr.  Jennings,  the  petition  of  the 
tribe  of  Indians  to  certain  lands  in  that  Terrilo-    General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  respect- 

ry. Referred  to  the  Committee  of    VVays  and    ing  the  courts  of  tiie  United  States  in  said  State, 

Means.  heretofore    presented    on    the   27th   of    January, 

Mr.  Stewart  presented  a  petition  of  William  1S23,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
Pew,  of  Pennsylvania,  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution,    ciary. 

praying  for  a  pension.  *         j      Mr.  Conway  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Gen- 

Mr.  Forsyth  presented  a  petition  of  Lewis  eral  Assembly  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  pray- 
Joseph  de  Beaulieu,  late  a  captain  in  Count  Pu-  in^r  that  ilie  CommisMoner  of  the  General  Land 
Jaski's  Legion,  in  the  Revolutionary  army,  pray-  office  may  be  directed  to  furnish  the  government 
ing  for  an  increase  of  the  pensii&n  granted  to  him  of  said  Territory  with  a  list,  showing  the  military 
by  the  Revolutionary  Congress,  for  gallant  ser-  bounty  lands  in  said  Territory,  and  to  whom  and 
vices  and  numerckis  wounds  received  in  battle. —  when  granted. — Referred  to  the  Committee  oa 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions  and  Rev-    the  Public  Lands. 

olutionary  Claims.  |      ^  Message  was  received  from  the  President 

Mr.  Rrent  presented  a  petition  of  Le  Peltier  ^^  .^^^  U.nTted  States,  which  was  read,  and  is 
de  la  Houssaye,  Chevalier  de.la   Houssaye,  and    as  follows* 

Octave  de  la   Houssaye,  on  behalf  of  themselves  ,       ^^^  House  of  Representative,  of  the  United  States  . ■ 
and  the  residue  of  the  heirs  and  representatives  ol  .     r  .u    i    .  en        ^     .  — . 

¥       •     J    1     TT  .u„;  tk^;,  .;ii„  «^  «  >      Bv  an  act  of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  it  was 

Louis  de   a  Houssaye,  praying  that  their  title  to  a        "/  '"  ",  *■  *"  .         «:  e  .i,l  t.— 

.      .    r  1      1         .k     o.  .      <•!-....  ;™„o  ^,,.,   \^    made  thv.' duty  of  the  accounting  officers  of  the  Trea- 
tract  of  land  in  the  State  of  Louisiana  may  be  ^  ^^^^,^  ^^^  accounu  of  Daniel  D. 

coufirraed.-Referred   to   the  Committee  on  Pri-  ^  ^J^^^^J^  ,,j,  Covemor  of  the  Stale  of  New  York, 

vate  Land  Claims.  ^   ,.     _  .  ,  _  '  on  principles  of  equity  and  justice,  Ful.ject  to  the  re- 

The  petition  of  Mrs.  Julia  Lawrence,  widow  of    ^j^^^  j^^jj  g„,,  jecision  of  the  President  of  the  Uni- 

the  late  Captain  Lawrence,  and  ol  Penelope  Den-    ^^j  g^^^^^     'I'^e  accounting  officers  have,  in  compli- 


ny,  mother  of  Lieutenant  Denny,  who  fell  in  the 
pirate  expedition,  heretofore  presented,  were  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

.Mr.  He.mfhili.  presented  a  memorial  from  sun- 
dry insurance  companies  and   merchants,  of  the 


ance  with  this  act.  reported  to  me  a  balance  of  thirty- 
five  thousand  one  hundred  and  ninety  dollars,  in  fator 
of  Governor  Tompkins,  which  report  I  have  had  under 
consideration,  together  with  his  claim  to  an  additional 
allowance,  and  should  have  decided  on  the  same  b«- 


city  of  Philadelphia,  setting  forth  that,  in  the  year  j  fore  the  present  time,  had  I  not  delayed  my  decision 
18U7,  they  embarked,  or  assumed  the  responsibil-  '  at  his  request.    From  the  view  which  I  have  taken  of 
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the  subject,  I  am  satisfied,  considering  all  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  that  a  larger  sura  ought  to  be 
allowed  him  than  that  reported  hy  the  accounting  offi-  ' 
cers  of  the  Treasury.  No  appropriation,  however,  ' 
having  been  made  by  the  act,  and  it  appearing,  by  re-  I 
cent  information  from  him.  that  the  sum  reported  ! 
would  af!ord  him  an  essential  accommodation  at  this  ' 
time,  the  subject  is  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  ' 
Congress,  with  a  view  to  that  object.  | 

J.\.ME8  MONROE.      | 
Wasbinotoit  Cttt,  Dee.  7,  1823.  j 

The  Message  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  I 
Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  McKiM'd  resolution  calling  on  the  Depart- 
ment of    State   for    information    respecting    the 
moneys  paid  to  infirmaries  or  hospitals  for  sick 
and  disabled  seamen,  submitted  on   Friday  last,  , 
was  called  up,  and,  after  a  short  explanation  from  j 
Mr.  McK.,  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Brent,  it  was 

Eesolced,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so 
amending  the  laws  of  the  United  States  as  to 
abolish  "imprisonment  for  debt." 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  policy  and  expe- 
diency of  establishing  ''a  Criminal  Code"  for  the 
government  of  the  United  Slates. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Beecher,  the  Committee  on 
the  Cumberland  Road  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  further  extending  the  Cum- 
berland Road,  by  opening  and  making  the  same 
from  Wheeling  to  ZanesviUe,  in  the  State  of 
Ohio. 

Mr.  Owen  moved  that  the  House  do  come  to 
the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  extending 
a  (Jircuit  Court  of  the  United  Slates  lu  the  State  of 
Alabama. 

The  resolution  being  read — 

Mr.  Call  moved  to  amend  the  same  by  addint^ 
thereto  "and  the  Territory  of  Florida;'"  which 
motion  to  amend  being  decided  in  the  negative 

Mr.  Rankin  moved  to  amend  the  same  by 
striking  out  the  words  "to  the  State  of  Alabama," 
and  inserting  "to  those  States  in  which  no  Cir- 
cuit Court  has  been  established." 

The  resolution  was  then  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table,  and  the  House  proceeded  to  the  election  of 
a  Chaplain  to  Congress  for  the  present  session,  on 
their  part,  and,  upon  an  examination  of  the  sec- 
ond ballot,  it  appeared  that  the  Rev.  Henry  B. 
Ba3co.m,  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  was 
duly  elected. 

COMMISSIO.NER  TO  GREECE. 

Mr.  Webster,  of  Massachusetts,  submitted,  for 
consideration,  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  provision  ought  to  be  made,  by  law, 
for  defraying  the  expense  incident  to  the  appointment 
of  an  agent,  or  commissioner,  to  Greece,  whenever  the 
President  shall  deem  it  expedient  to  make  such  ap- 
pointment. 

In  offering  the  resolution,  Mr.  Webster  stated, 
it  was  far  from  being  hi^  wish,  in  any  manner,  to 


3     I 


commit  the  Hou&e,in  this  or  any  of  the  political 
contests  of  Europe;  but  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  having,  in  his  Mes.sage  to  Congress, 
not  only  expressed  a  belief  that  the  Greek  nation, 
in  its  present  struggle  with  its  oppressors,  had  the 
good  wishes  of  the  whole  civilized  world,  but  also 
advanced  the  opinion  that  the  Turkish  dominion 
over  that  country  was  lost  forever;  he  thought 
that,  if  such  were  the  fact,  it  was  important  that 
Congress  should  act  upon  the  subject.     The  Uni- 
ted States,  he  said,  had  diverse  interests  in  the 
Mediterranean,  which  might  be  seriously  affected, 
more  or  less,  by  the  course  of  events  in  that  quar- 
ter.    The  main  objwi  he  had  in  view,  he  con- 
fessed, was  to  obtain  from  this  House  an  expres- 
sion, responsive  to  the  sentiment  of  the  Message, 
in  reference  to  the  sacrifices  and  sufferings  of  that 
heroic   people  —  sacrifices  and  sufferings  which 
ought  to   excite  the   sympathy  of  every  liberal 
minded  man  in  Europe  as  well  as  in  this  country. 
But,  whatever  might  be  the  case  with  other  na- 
tions, we  certainly  ought   not  to   be  restrained 
from   expressing,   with   freedom,   what    are  our 
views  in  relation  to  the  Greek  cause,  so  far  as  it 
may  be  done  without  committing  ourselves  in  the 
contest.    And  he  really  did  hope  that  we  should 
show  to  the  world,  that  there  is,  at  least,  one 
Government  which  does  entertain  a  proper  view 
of  that  barbarous  despotism  which,  under  the  eyes 
of  Europe,  has  been  permitted,  by  a  system  of  the 
foulest  atrocity,  to  attempt  to  crush  an  interesting 
christian  nation.     He  did  not  desire  that  the  reso- 
lution should  be  at  present  acted  upon,  but  simply 
that  it  lie  on  the  table  for  the  consideration  and 
deliberate  reflection  of  this  House. 

The  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table,  according 
to  Mr.  Web.ster's  motion,  in  preference  to  the 
suggestion  of  Mr.  Foote,  to  refer  it  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and 
of  Mr.  Farrelly,  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  Relations. 

On  inotion  of  Mr.  Little,  it  was  ordered  that 
the  subject  of  Revolutionary  Pensions,  under  the 
acts  of  March  18,  181S,  and  May  1,  1820,  be  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee;  and  Messrs.  Ed- 
wards, of  North  Carolina,  Kremer,  Kidder, 
Robert  B.  Vance,  Cassedy,  Hogeboom,  and 
Arthur  Smith,  were  appointed  the  said  com- 
mittee. 


Tuesday,  December  9. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit:  from  the  State  of 
Maine,  Stephen  Longi-ellow;  and  from  the 
State  of  Virginia,  William  C.  Rives:  appeared, 
were  qualified,  and  took  their  seats. 

Mr.  Baylies  presented  a  memorial  of  the  citi- 
zens of  New  Bedford,  in  the  State  of  Massachu- 
setts, exhibiting  a  view  of  the  languishing  state  of 
the  spermaceti  whale  fishery,  and  praying  that  an 
additional  duty  may  be  imposed  on  tafiow  and 
tallow  candles,  upon  their  importation  into  the 
United  States,  by  way  "of  protection  of  the  fish- 
eries, and  of  the  agricultural  interest  of  the  coun- 
try," which  memorial  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Agriculture. 
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Mr.  SiBLEV  presented  a  memorial  of  sundry  in- 
habitants of  the  district  of  Norfolk,  in  the  State 
of  Massachusetts,  contesting  the  election  and  re- 
turn of  John  Bailey,  as  one  of  the  members  of 
this  House,  from  that  State,  on  the  ground  that 


Resolved,  That  the  said  committee  be  further 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  grant- 
ing pensions  to  Lydia  Allen  and  Penelope  Denny. 

On  motion  of  Mr  Strong,  the  Committee  oq 
the  Judiciary  were  instructed   to  mquire  into  the 


he  was  not'an  inhabitant  of  the  State  at  the  time  propriety  ot  giv.ng  concurrent  jurisdiction  to  he 
of  hTs  election,  and  praying  that  the  seat  of  said  '  supreme  or  superior  court  of  law  of  the  respec  ive 
Bailev  may  be  declared  vacant;  which  memorial  I  State,,  in  cases  arising  under  the  act,  entitled  -An 
wa    rlferr^  to  the  Committee  if  Elections.  !  act  to  extend  the  privilege  of  obtaining  patents 

Mr.  Cambreleng  presented  a  memorial  of  the  i  for  useful  inventions  and  fl!^<=o!^"f.' »"f^^^^  f"" 
tallow-chandlers  and  soap-boilers  of  the  city  of :  large  and  define  the  penalties  for  Tiolatmg  the 
New  York,  combatting  the  representations  con-  I  rights  ot  patentees.  ,    .      r  ,,  i  , 

tailed  in  the  memorial  presented  this  day  from  |  .  Mr.  Hemphill  presented  the  following  resolu- 
the  citizens  of  New  Bedford,  upon  the  subject  of  ,  tion  :  ,         ,    v 

the  sperm  whale  fishery,  and  the  importation  of ;  Resolved,  That  the  subject  of  roads  and  canals  be 
tallow  and  tallow  candles,  and  declaring  that  the  referred  to  a  select  commiitee. 
said  representations  are  fallacious;  and  stating:  On  this  resolution  the  House  divided.  It  was 
that  they  are  entirely  satisfied  with  the  duty,  as  it  agreed  to,  86  votes  to  77,  and  a  committee  ordered 
now  stands,  on  foreign  tallow  and  tallow  can-  j°  t)^  appointed  accordingly;  and  Messrs.  Hemp- 
dles;  yet,  if  any  alteration  be  determined  on,  they  jjiLL,  Clthbert,  Sharpe,  Stewart,  Henry, 
pray  that  tallow  may  be  admitted  free  of  duty,  as  Herkimer,  and  Rives,  were  appointed  the  corn- 
most,  if  not  all  other,  raw  materials  are  now  ad-  ,  njinee. 

milled.  |      On  motion  of  Mr.  Call,  the  Committee  on  the 

Mr.  Storrs  presented  a  memorial  of  the  per-  Puj^iic  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
sons  engaged  in  manufactures  in  the  county  of  expediency  of  granting  to  the  Territory  of  Flo- 
Oneida,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  praying  that  ^,ja^  ^  tract  of  twelve  hundred  and  eighty  acres 
efficient  measures  may  be  devised  and  adopted,  to  ^f  laujj^  at  the  point  designated  for  the  permanent 
protect  the  manufacturers  of  cotton  goods  from  seat  of  government  in  said  Territory:  And  fur- 
ihe  hostility  of  foreign  manufacturers  and  capi-  t^pr,  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  granting  to 
talists.  the  cities  of  Pensacola  and  St.  Augustine  certain 

Mr.  GovAN  presented  a  memorial  of  sundry  in-  public  lots  within  the  limits  of  said  cities,  respec- 
habitants  of  Richland   district,  in  the  Slate  of    tively. 

South  Carolina,  in  opposition  to  any  alteration  or  q^  motion  of  Mr.  Filler,  the  Committee  oa 
increase  of  the  tariff  of  duties  on  foreign  manu-  ^^e  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
factures,  by  way  of  protection  to  domestic  manu-  expediency  of  repealing  or  modifying  an  act  en- 
factures.  !  titled  "An  act  to  lessen  the  compensation  of  mar- 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorials  be  referred  to  ghals,  clerks,  and  attorneys,  in  the  cases  therein 
the  Committee  on  Manufactures.  mentioned." 

Mr.  Jennings  presented  a  petition  of  Eliza  Dill,  ;  Qn  motion  of  Mr.  Jennings,  the  Committee  on 
one  of  the  daughters  of  the  late  Major  General  ^^^  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
Arthur  St.  Clair,  of  the  Revolutionary  army,  on  '  ^^^  expediency  of  reserving  from  sale  a  portion  of 
behalf  of  herself  and  sisters,  praying  to  be  allowed  ^^e  public  lands,  through  which  a  canal  may  be 
and  paid  the  amount  which  she  conceives  to  be  constructed  to  unite  the  navigable  waters  of  the 
equitably  and  justly  due  to  the  estate  of  her  de-  nvers  Wabash  and  the  Miami  of  Lake  Erie,  and 
ceased  father,  on  account  of  personal  services  ren-  jq  grant  a  portion  of  such  laud  for  the  purpose  of 
dered,  and  advances  made  for  the  public  account,    constructing  such  canal. 

in  the  war  of  the  Revolution.  i      Mr.  Brent  submitted  the  following  resolution  : 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cook,  the  petition  of  James  \  j^^^i^^j^  ^hsU  ,he  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
Mitchell  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  jirg^j^j  ^o  transmit  to  this  House,  all  the  papers, 
Land  Office,  and  the  accompanying  documents,  ^^^^^  ^nd  reports  which  have  been  forwarded  by  the 
were  referrred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  several  Boards  of  Commissioners  and  registers  ol  land 
Lands.  titles  in  relation  to  the  aiijuatment  of  land  claims  de- 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CaMBERLENG,  I  rived  from  the  French  and  Spanish  authorities,  situated 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  jn  that  part  of  the  State  of  Louisiana  which  con»ti- 
be  instructed  to  inquiry  into  the  expediency  of  ,  tutcd  the  late  Territory  of  Orleans. 
continuing  pensions  to  the  widows,  or  to  the  or-  Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
phans  of  all  officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  who  directed  to  inform  thi«  House,  whether  the  report  of 
may  have  been  slain  in  the  public  or  private  armed  the  late  register  of  the  land  office  at  Opelousas,  in 
vessels  of  the  United  States,  or  who  may  have  Louisiana,  upon  the  land  claims  submitted  to  his  con- 
died  of  wounds  received  while  in  the  service  of  sideration  by  the  actot  Congress,  approved  llthMay. 
their  country  ;  and  to  all  other  widows  or  orphans,  1820,  has  been  received,  and,  if  not,  of  the  cause  and 
who  have  been  placed  upon  the  navy  pension  roll  ,  r*-*^""  of  ^b«  J«'=»y  «»f  ^^«  "•'^  "8"^'  '"  making 
by  special  acts  of  Congress,  and  of  authorizing  ,  "'"^  report. 

the  payment  of  such  sums  as  may  be  due  those  |      Ordered,  That  the  aforegoing  resolutions  lie  on 
■widows  and  orphans  whose  pensions  may  have  j  the  table  one  day. 
been  suspended.  I      On  motion  of  Mr.  Plumer,  of  New  Hampshire, 
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<he  Commiitee  on  the  Judiciary  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  allowing  costs 
ill  cases  where  damages  may  be  recovered  for  the 
violation  of  the  rights  of  patentees  under  the  sev- 
eral acts  concerning  the  issuing  of  patents  for 
useful  discoveries  and  inventions. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  AVhipple,  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  an  addi- 
tional number  of  quartermasters  and  assistants,  to 
be  employed  in  the  Quartermaster  General's  de- 
partment of  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  who 
shall  be  taken  from  the  line  of  the  army. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Brent,  it  was — 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  reviving  the  seventh  section  of  an  act,  entitled 
*'An  act  supplementary  to  the  several  acts  for  the 
adjustment  of  land  claims  in  the  State  of  Loui- 
siana," approved  Uth  May,  1820,  in  relation  to 
back  concesssions,  and  to  extend  its  provisions  so 
as  to  embrace  every  claim  confirmed  by  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  whether  it  be  situated  upon  a  water 
4:ourse  or  not. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  causing  patents  to  issue,  in  the  mode  pointed 
out  by  law,  to  persons  whose  claims  to  lands,  town, 
or  village  lots,  in  the  Stale  of  Louisiana,  have 
been  confirmed  by  the  several  boards  of  commis- 
sioners, or  by  acts  of  Congress,  agreeably  to  the 
surveys  already  made,  in  all  cases  where  said  sur- 
veys have  been  made ;  and  in  all  cases  where  said 
surveys  have  not  been  made,  as  soon  thereafter  as 
the  same  shall  be  surveyed  and  returned  to  the 
•proper  authorities, 

Res(Jv(d,  That  the  Commiitee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
offering  the  public  lands  for  sale,  as  speedily  as 
possible,  in  the  district  south  and  north  of  Red 
river,  in  Louisiana. 

Resolved,  That  the  Commiitee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  establishing  a  separate  Surveyor  General's  dis- 
trict in  the  Slate  ot  Louisiana. 

Resolved,  That  the  Commiitee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  reducing  the  price  of  all  public  lands,  situated 
in  the  prairies  of  Louisiana,  at  a  certain  distance, 
to  be  fixed,  from  wood  and  timber,  so  as  to  enable 
the  United  States  to  dispose  of  the  same. 

ROADS  AND  CANALS. 

Mr.  Cook  offered  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  several  acts  of  Con- 
gress, passed  for  the  admission  of  Indiana,  Illinois, 
and  Missouri  into  the  Union,  as  sets  apart  a  portion 
■of  the  money,  arising  from  the  sale  of  the  public  lands 
in  those  States,  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  roads 
and  canals  leading  to  those  States  respectively,  be  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  Scott,  of  Missouri,  expressed  a  wish  to 
know  what  was  the  precise  object  of  the  mover  ot 
this  resolution. 

Mr.  Cook  explained  ;  that,  by  the  several  acts 


for  the  admission  into  the  Union  of  the  States  re- 
ferred to  in  the  resolution,  three  per  cent,  of  the 
net  amount  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  public 
lands  was  set  apart  for  the  construction  of  roads 
leading  to  thos^  States.  The  object  I  have  in 
view,  therefore,  said  he,  is  to  avail  ourselves  of 
the  fund  thus  constituted.  At  the  last  session,  the 
subject  was  referred  to  a  committee  of  seven  mem- 
bers, and  six  of  the  committee  agreed  to  report  a 
bill  to  that  effect. 

Mr.  Rankin  suggested  the  propriety  of  refer- 
ring this  subject  to  the  committee  whicn  had  just 
been  constituted,  on  the  subject  of  roads  and 
canals,  the  object  of  the  resolve  seeming  to  come 
more  within  the  province  of  that  committee. 

Mr.  Cook  said  the  subject  of  roads  and  canals, 
in  general,  was  one  which  usually  produced  much 
discussion  in  this  House  ;  it  was  one  respecting 
which  there  existed  always  doubtless  an  honest 
difference  of  opinion.  The  resolution  now  be- 
fore the  House  by  no  means  involved  that  ques- 
tion, its  object  being  to  bring  into  activity  a  fund 
set  apart  and  specifically  pledged  for  the  purposes 
contemplated  by  the  resolution.  He  would  not, 
therefore,  throw  it  before  a  committee  which  was 
likely  to  have  before  it  a  vast  deal  of  business 
from  the  older  States,  where  it  might,  to  use  a 
conimon  phrase,  be  overlaid  by  more  ponderous 
subjects. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  resolution 
as  originally  moved,  and  agreed  to;  and  Messrs. 
Cook,  Scott,  Jenning.s,  Martindale,  Brent, 
CusHMAN,  and  Collins,  were  appointed  the  said 
committee. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution  offered  yesterday,  by  Mr.  Owen,  in 
relation  to  extending  the  circuit  court  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  into  certain  States.  The  question  be- 
ing on  the  araendmcnt,  (which  extended  the  pro- 
position from  Alabama  to  ail  the  States  where  no 
circuits  are  now  held.)  it  passed  in  the  affirmative ; 
and,  thus  amended,  the  resolution  was  agreed  to, 
and  then  the  House  adjourned. 


WEnNESDAY,  December  10. 

Mr.  Farrelly  presented  the  memorial  of  Jared 
Shattuck,  of  the  Slate  of  Pennsylvania,  praying 
to  be  allowed  and  paid  the  interest  on  the  whole 
of  a  sum  of  money,  awarded  him  by  a  decree  of 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  ;  interest 
having  been  allowed  on  a  part  only  of  said  sum, 
by  the  Treasury  Department. — Referred  to  Com- 
mittee of  Claims.   " 

Mr.  Long  presented  a  memorial  adopted  at  a 
yearly  meeting  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  held  at 
New  Garden,  in  Guilford  County,  North  Carolina, 
on  the  6ih  of  November,  1823,' representing  that 
they  hold  the  marriage  covenant  the  highest  civil 
engagement  amongst  men ;  that  it  ought  to  be  held 
sacred  and  inviolable;  notwithstanding  which, 
the  masters  of  slaves  are  tolerated,  by  the  laws  of 
the  land,  in  breaking  this  most  solemn  contract, 
by  separating  husbands  and  wives  ;  and  praying 
Congress  to  adopt  such  measures  as  may  be  best 
calculated  to  meliorate   the  condition  of  slaves 
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within  its  jurisdiction,  at  least,  within  the  District 
of  Columbia;  which  memorial  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ross,  the  petition  of  the  ad- 
ministrators on  the  estate  of  John  H.  Piati,  late 
of  the  Slate  of  Ohio,  deceased,  presented  on  the 
31st  December,  1S22,  together  with  the  report  of 
the  select  committee,  made  thereon,  on  the  3d  of 
March  last,  was  referred  to  a  select  committee; 
and  Messrs.  Ross,  Mallary,  Jenkins,  Long- 
fellow, McCoy,  Vinton,  and  Foote,  of  New 
York,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Conway  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  ot  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  pray- 
ing that  provision  may  be  made  for  opening  a 
public  road  from  the  town  of  Memphis,  or  Lower 
Chickasaw  Bluffs,  on  the  Mississippi,  to  Little 
Rock,  the  seat  of  government  in  said  Territory  ; 
which  memorial  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  Cambreleng,  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  to  which  was  referred  the  Mes- 
sage from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in 
relation  to  the  accounts  of  Governor  Tompkins-, 
made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill,  appropria- 
ting :i)3o,190  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  D.  Tomp- 
kins ;  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Webster,  froin  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, reported  a  bill  to  alter  the  time  of  holding 
the  district  court  of  the  United  States  at  Mobile  i 
(to  the  fourth  Mondays  of  April  and  November  ;)  j 
which  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  readjng  to-morrow. 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  viz: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
b«  requested  to  communicate  to  this  House  all  such 
parts  of  the  correspondence  with  the  Government  of 
Spain,  touching  the  Florida  treaty,  to  the  period  of  its 
final  ratification,  which  have  not  yet  been  communi- 
cated, and  which,  in  hia  opinion,  it  may  not  be  incon- 
sistent with  the  pubUc  interest  to  communicate. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  one  day,  un- 
der the  rule. 
Mr.  Storrs  submitted  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Postmaster  General  be  directed 
to  communicate  to  this  House  a  statement,  exhibiting 
the  amount  of  postage  received  during  the  year  1822, 
at  each  post  office  in  the  United  States,  and  the  Ter- 
ritories thereof. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 
one  day,  under  the  rule. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Call,  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  fortifying  the  harbor  of  Pensa- 
cola. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whittlesey,  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  in- 
to the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  the 
distribution  of  arms  to  the  militia  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  in  a  proportion  corresponding 
with  the  number  of  effective  militia  in  said  district ; 
and  for  the  designation  of  a  proper  officer  to  re- 
ceive the  same. 


Mr.  Gazlay  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
viz: 

Resolved,  That  the  Postmaster  General  be  directed 
to  lay  before  this  House  the  amount  of  defalcations  in 
his  department,  which  occurred  previous  to  July,  1823, 
and  which  were  not  sued  for  as  directed  by  the  29tb 
section  of  the  act  regulating  the  Post  Office  Establirh- 
ment,  designating  the  years  when  each  occurred,  and 
not  to  extend  beyond  sixteen  years. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 
one  day,  under  the  rule. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McCall,  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  opening  a  road  in  the  most  di- 
rect and  practicable  route  from  Pensacola  to  St. 
Augustine;  and  further,  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  opening  a  roaufrom  St.  Mark's  to  Cape 
Sable,  in  the  Territory  of  Florida. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Owen,  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  resuming  the  prosecution  of  the 
work  on  Dauphin  Island,  for  the  defence  of  the 
bay  and  harbor  of  Mobile  ;  and  further,  to  inquire 
whether  the  plan  now  pursued  by  Government 
in  prosecuting  the  work  on  Mobile  Point  is  the 
most  practicable  for  the  interest  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  the  speedy  completion  of  the  work. 

Mr.  Hemphill  presented  the  following,  which 
was  ordered  to  lie  one  day  for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  State* 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  this  House  copies  of 
such  parts  of  the  correspondence  of  the  late  Minister 
of  the  United  States  at  the  Court  of  France,  with  the 
French  Government,  and  such  parts  of  the  correspon- 
dence of  said  Minister  with  the  Secretary  of  State, 
relative  to  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  for 
spoliations  upon  our  lawful  commerce,  as,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  the  President,  may  not  be  inconsistent  with  the 
public  interest. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Standefer,  the  Committee 
on  Roads  and  Canals  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  making  appropriation  for 
the  opening  of  a  canal  between  the  navigable 
water  of  the  Tennessee  and  Coosa  rivers. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  whether 
any,  and  if  any,  what,  alterations  are  neces>ary 
in  the  existing  laws  establi^hing  rules  of  naturali- 
zation ;  and  also,  into  the  expediency  of  furnishing 
copies  of  those  laws  to  the  courts  of  the  several 
States  authorized  to  naturalize  aliens,  so  as  to  se- 
cure to  persons  desirous  of  naturalization  the 
benefit  thereof. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  W^right,  the  Committee  oa 
the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  so  revising  and  amending  the  seve- 
ral acts  of  Congress,  allowing  salaries  to  the  dis- 
trict judges  of  the  United  States,  as  to  equalize, 
as  nearly  as  practicable,  the  compensation  to  be 
received  by  said  judges. 

LAND  TITLES   IN  LOUISIANA. 
The  resolutions  yesterday  offered  by  Mr.  Brent, 
for  obtaining  certain  information  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treaiury,  and  which  were  ordered  to 
lie  one  day  for  con^-ideration,  were  now  taken  up. 
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Mr.  Owen,  of  AiaUma,  offered'  as  an  amend- 
ment, an  additional  resolution,  requiring  informa- 
tion respecting  other  land  offices,  which,  at  the 
suggestion  of  Mr.  Webster,  he  afterwards  with- 
drew. 

Mr.  Wright,  of  Ohio,  expressed  his  doubts 
whether  the  intervention  of  the  House  was  re- 
quisite in  order  to  obtain  the  information  desired, 
and,  if  not,  he  was  opposed  to  it  on  principle. 

Mr.  Brent  explained  the  objects  he  had  in  view 
in  making  this  call,  as  the  documents  in  question 
were  indispensable  to  enable  the  House  to  act  un- 
derstandingly  on  several  questions  which  will  ne- 
cessarily come  before  them  the  present  session. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  feeling  confident  that 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  already  reported 
on  some  of  the  subjects,  at  least,  embraced  in  these 
resolutions,  offered  as  an  amendment  to  them, 
these  words,  ''  winch  has  not  yet  been  reported  to 
this  House." 

Mr.  Rankin  supported  the  amendment. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  amendment,  it 
was  adopted.  The  question  then  recurring  on  the 
resolution  as  amended, 

Mr.  Wright,  of  Ohio,  observed  that  he  was  by 
no  means  satisfied  that  this  was  the  proper  mode 
of  obtaining  the  information.  He  doubted  whether 
it  was  right  for  this  House  to  apply  to  the  heads 
of  Departments  at  all ;  and  rather  thought  the  ap- 
plication should  in  all  cases  be  mnde  directly  to 
the  Executive.  He  therefore  moved  to  amend  the 
resolutions  by  substituiing  the  words  "the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  be  retjuested,"  instead  of 
'•  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  directed." 

This  amendment  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Brent, 
who  assured  the  honorable  gentleman  that  he  had 
no  impure  or  improper  motives  in  wishing  to  call/ 
directly  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea»>ury  for  the 
information  he  wanted.  He  believed  he  was  pur- 
suing the  course  which  had  usually  been  followed. 
What  would  be  the  consequence  of  adopting  the 
principle  proposed  in  the  amendment  ?  Must  this 
House  call  on  the  President  of  the  United  States 
for  every  paper  they  may  chance  to  want  ? 

Mr.  LivERMORE  wasop[K>sed  to  innovations,  and 
to  taking  a  circuitous  mode  of  getting  what  might 
as  well  be  obtained  by  a  direct  course.  If  the 
House  should  adopt  the  principle,  and,  as  the  gen- 
tleman had  proposed,  call  on  the  President  for  all 
papers  of  this  kind,  all  that  the  President  could  do, 
would  be  to  call  on  the  Heads  of  Department ;  and 
why  not  go  to  them  in  the  first  instance  ?  It  had 
been  urged,  as  one  reason  against  applying  to  these 
officers,  that  the  calls  upon  them  were  becoming 
very  numerous;  but  if  this  was  a  good  reason  in 
behalf  of  the  Heads  of  Department,  what  must  be 
said  in  the  case  of  the  President,  when  all  these 
calls  were  accumulated  upon  him  ?  The  House 
should  consider  the  high  and  dignified  relations 
under  which  the  President  is  placed  ;  and  not  ap- 
ply in  person  to  him  for  details  which  might,  and 
must,  eventually,  be  obtained  from  his  Secretaries. 

The  proposed  amendment  was  rejected,  and  the 
resolution,  as  first  amended,  was  adopted. 

And  on  motion  the  House  adjourned  until  to- 
morrow. 


Thursday,  December  11. 

Mr.  Tyson  presented  a  memorial  of  James  L- 
Bell,  and  others,  composing  the  Mississippi  Land 
Company  of  New  York,  setting  forth,  that,  at  very 
great  expense,  they  have  acquired  the  title  to  all 
that  tract  of  land  situated  in  the  Northwe.stern 
Territory,  commonly  called  "Carver's  Grant;" 
lying  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Mississippi  river,  at 
the  Falls  of  Saint  Anthony,  and  praying  that  their 
title  to  said  land  may  be  confirmed;  which  me- 
morial was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims. 

Mr.  Hemphill  presented  a  memorial  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadel- 
phia, praying  for  a  revision  of  the  tariff  of  duties 
on  imports,  so  as  to  afford  further  protection  to  do- 
mestic manufactures;  which  memorial  was  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Manufactures. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Isacks,  the  petition  of  Tho- 
mas Carr,  presented  on  the  iSih  of  January,  1816, 
together  with  all  the  paj)ers  on  file  in  the  office  of 
this  House,  in  relation  to  the  claims  of  the  com- 
missioners appointed  by  the  State  of  Georgia  to 
examine  and  survey  the  lands  in  the  Big  Bend  of 
Tennessee  river,  or  their  representatives,  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Scott  presented  a  petition  of  John  Biddle, 
praying  that  the  election  and  return  of  Gabriel 
Richard,  as  the  delegate,  in  this  House,  for  the 
Territory  of  Michigan,  may  be  set  aside  and  his 
seat  vacated,  on  the  ground  that  said  Richard  was 
not,  at  the  time  of  his  election,  nor  is  he  yet,  a  citi- 
zen of  the  United  States,  and  that  he  had  not:  re- 
sided one  year  in  said  Territory,  in  the  character 
of  a  citizen,  previous  to  the  election ;  which  peti- 
tion was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Elections. 

The  Speaker  presented  sundry  documents  in 
relation  to  the  contested  election  of  Isaac  Wil- 
son, as  one  of  the  Representatives  of  the  State  of 
New  York,  by  Parmenio  Aua.ms;  which  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Elections. 

The  Speaker  also  presented  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  State  of  New  York,  enclosing 
the  certificate  of  the  election  of  William  Woods, 
as  one  of  the  Representatives  of  said  State ;  which 
was  also  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Elections. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Charles  M.  Collier,  accompanied  by  a  bill 
for  his  relief;  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  on  the  petition  of 
E(lward  W.  Lewis,  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  William  H.  Jones,  accompanied  with  a  spe- 
cimen of  a  new  universal  Atlas,  corrected  down 
to  the  present  time,  executed  by  F.  Lucas,  of  Bal- 
timore; which  letter  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

The  resolution  submitted  yesterday,  by  Mr. 
McLane,  of  Delaware,  was  taken  up,  read,  and 
agreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  resolution    submitted    yesterday,   by  Mr. 
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Stohrs,  calling  on  the  Postmaster  General  for 
certain  information,  was  taken  up,  read,  and 
agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Carter  offered  the  following  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  th<  expediency  ot  repeal- 
ing the  duties  at  present  imposed  on  books,  cbarUi, 
mapti,  and  mathematical  and  philosophical  instru- 
ments, imported  into  the  United  btates  for  mdividual 
use. 

.  The  question  being  taken  on  the  adoption  of 
this  resolution,  without  dfbate,  it  was  decided  in 
the  negative  by  a  large  majority. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKean,  the  bill  to  alter  the 
judicial  districts  of  Pennsylvania,  reported  to  this 
House  on  the  2d  day  of  March,  1S22,  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  but  never  acted  upon, 
together  with  the  petitions  on  which  it  was  founded, 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Breck,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  providing  by  law  an  uniform  sys- 
tem of  bankruptcy  throughout  the  United  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kidder,  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  imposing  a  specific  duty  on  potatoes, 
imported  from  Nova  Scotia,  Ireland,  and  any  other 
foreign  country. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  RicnARoa,  of  New  York,  the 
Committee  on  Military  Aflairs  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  constructing  some 
works  of  defence  at  some  suitable  point  near  the 
line  dividing  the  United  States  from  Canada,  on 
the  margin  of  Lake  Champlain. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Garrison,  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  were  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  erecting  a  beacon-light  near  the  extrem- 
ity of  Cape  Hwnlopen.  And  also  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce  be  directed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  erecting  a  permanent  light- 
house on  the  lower  end  of  the  Brandy  wine  Shoal, 
in  the  Bay  of  Delaware. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hamilton,  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  altering  the  times  of  holding 
the  circuit  court  within  the  sixth  circuit  of  South 
Carolina  district ;  that  they  be,  likewise,  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  extending  the  pro- 
visions of  an  act  of  Congress,  approved  the  2d  of 
March,  1S09,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  the  judi- 
cial system  of  the  United  States,"  to  meet  the  exi- 
gency resulting  from  the  death  of  a  district  judge, 
as  well  as  that  which  arises  from  his  occasional 
disability. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  the  Commitiee  on 

the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 

-expediency  of  altering  the  times  of  holding  the 

circuit  and  district  courts  of  the  United  States  in 

the  circuit  and  district  of  Ohio. 

An  engrossed  bill  entitled  "  An  act  to  alter  the 
times  of  holding  the  di>trict  court  at  Mobile,  in 
the  district  of  Alabama,''  was  read  the  third  lime, 
and  passed. 

Mr.  Breck  submitted  the  following  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Manufactures  be 


instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing 
by  law  against  counterfeiting  such  marks  or  names  as 
the  manufacturer  of  any  kind  of  ware  may  see  proper 
to  write  or  stamp  thereon. 

In  support  of  this  resolution  Mr.  Breck  observ- 
ed, that,  when  Mr.  Jefferson  was  Secretary  of 
Stat*',  application  had  been  made  to  the  Govern- 
ment by  a  person  who  was  desirous  of  obtaining 
the  exclusive  right  to  the  use  of  a  certain  mark, 
which  was  to  be  put  upon  goods  nianulactured  by 
him.  The  application  was  referred  to  Mr.  J.,  who 
made  a  report  thereon,  a  certified  copy  of  which  re- 
port he  now  held  in  his  hand,  and  which  he  wished 
might  go  to  the  Committee  to  whom  the  resolu- 
tion should  be  referred.  The  report  recommended 
that  it  should  be  declared  penal  to  counterfeit  the 
mark  of  the  place  where  a  particular  article  was 
manufactured. 

The  resolution,  together  with  the  copy  of  the 
report  alluded  to,  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary. 

POST  OFFICE  DEFALCATIONS. 

The  resolution  moved  by  Mr.  Gazlay,  of  Ohio, 
was  then  taken  up  in  the  following  words  : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Postmaster  General  be  directed 
to  lay  before  thw  House  the  amount  of  defalcations  in 
bis  Deparlnient,  which  occurred  previous  to  J  uly,  1823, 
and  which  were  not  sued  for,  as  directed  by  ihe  29th 
section  of  the  act  regulating  the  Post  Ollice  Estabhsh- 
ment,  designating  the  years  when  each  occurred,  and 
not  to  extend  beyond  sixteen  years. 

The  resolution  being  under  consideration — 
Mr.  Gazlay  rose  and  said,  that,  by  a  reference 
to  the  act  of  Congress  of  17*j2,  regulating  the 
Post  Office  Department,  it  appeared  that  all  the 
postmasters  of  tlie  United  States  were  directed  to 
settle  their  several  accounts  witli  the  General  Post 
Office  every  quarter ;  and,  if  they  neglected  to  do 
so,  the  Postmaster  General  was  required  to  sue 
within  three  months,  la  ISIU,  the  act  was  so  al- 
tered as  to  extend  the  period  within  which  the 
Postmaster  General  must  sue,  from  three  months 
to  six.  Under  such  a  regulation,  expressly  pro- 
vided by  the  law,  it  was  not  to  have  been  antici- 
pated ihat  so  much  defalcation  should  occur  as  the 
amount  stated  in  the  President's  Message.  F'rom 
reports  laid  before  this  House  by  the  late  Post- 
master General,  it  appeared  that,  in  1814,  there 
was  a  balance  due  the  Department,  from  post- 
masters, of  upwards  of  82U(»,IXH».  In  1822,  this 
amount  had  increased  to  S100,(X)0 ;  and  it  now 
stood,  as  appeared  by  the  President's  Message,  at 
upwards  of  §300,000.  The  object  of  the  resolu- 
tion he  had  just  ollered,  was  to  possess  this  House 
of  the  true  state  of  these  defalcations,  in  those  par- 
ticulars of  which  it  was  at  present  unadvised. 

Mr.  Storr8  said,  that,  as  he  understood  the 
fact.  It  was  required,  by  a  certain  act  of  Congress, 
that  the  amount  of  the  deficiency  of  any  post- 
master retained  in  office,  should,  after  the  lapse  of 
a  certain  time,  be  charged  to  tiie  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral. To  ascertain  whether  that  part  of  the  law 
had  been  complied  with  or  not,  Mr.  S.  moved  to 
add  the  following  words,  by  way  of  amendment 
to  the  resolution  :  "  and  the  amount  of  any  such 
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delinquencies  as  may  have  been  charged  against 
the  Postmaster  General  of  the  United  States." 
Mr.  Gazlay  accepted  this  modification  as  a 

fiart  of  his  motion  ;  and,  thus  modified,  the  reso- 
ution  was  agreed  to  without  opposition. 

DECISIONS  OF  THE  SUPREME  COURT. 

Mr.  Trimble,  in  offering  to  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  said  it  was  well  known  that 
the  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  sometimes  are  not  published  until  twelve  or 
fifteen  months  after  their  rendition.  He  did  not 
complain  of  this  under  the  present  system  ;  but  his 
object  was  to  insure  an  earlier  publication  of  the 
reports.  He  thought  that  those  who  are  interested 
in  the  principles  decided  should  not  be  left  so  long 
ignorant  of  what  those  decisions  were.  To  rem- 
edy this  defect,  he  proposed  the  following : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be 
instructed  to  inquire  whether  any,  and  what,  provision 
ought  to  be  made  by  law,  to  insure  a  more  speedy  pub- 
lication of  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court  ot  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  Pllmer,  of  New  Hamp>hire,  said,  he  could 
have  no  possible  objection  to  the  infjuiry,  but  the 
fact  is,  that  the  existing  law  allows  nine  months 
for  the  completion  of  the  publication,  and  that  the 
time  taken  for  that  work  had  never,  he  believed, 
exceeded  six  months. 

Mr.  Trimble  said  he  was  sure  that  the  gentle- 
roan  could  have  no  objection  to  the  inquiry.  He 
thought  it  pretty  obvious  that  those  decisions 
might  be  published  in  two  weeks,  or,  at  all  events, 
in  three  weeks.  Now,  I  think,  said  Mr.  T.,  that 
the  people  are  entitled  to  know  what  the  Consti- 
tution is  when  a  construction  is  given  to  it.  At 
all  events,  the  subject  was  worth  inquiring  into. 
He  was  sure  that  the  inquiry  could  do  no  harm. 
He  did  not  believe  it  was  necessary  to  wait  nine 
months  for  the  reports,  with  no  other  view  but  to 
make  it  a  profitable  business  to  the  reporter. 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to,  without 
opposition. 

ACCOUNTS  OF  D.\NIEL  D.  TOMPKINS. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  appropriating  a  cer- 
tain sum  of  money  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  D. 
Tompkins. 

The  bill  having  been  read — 

Mr.  Cocke  rose,  and  moved  to  strike  out  the 
enacting  clause  of  the  bill.  He  made  this  motion 
because  the  House  were  told,  as  the  ground  on 
which  the  act  of  the  last  session  was  passed,  that 
there  was  a  balance  reported  against  the  Vice 
President ;  that  his  services  had  been  great ;  and 
that  his  situation  was  then  such  that  it  was  not 

Eossible  for  him  to  pay  the  amount  claimed  of 
im.  1  was  astonished  (said  Mr.  C.)  when  I  saw 
the  report  published,  that  a  large  balance  was  due 
by  him  to  the  Government,  knowing  it  to  have 
been  admitted  at  the  last  session  that  there  was 
no  balance  due  to  him.  A  similar  case  was 
brought  before  this  House  some  years  ago  in  the 
case  of  John  H.  Piatt.  We  were  told  that  he  had 
rendered  essential  services  to  the  Government ; 


that  he  was  insolvent,  and  that  nothing  could  be 
got  from  him.  In  the  same  manner,  after  a  law 
had  passed  in  his  favor,  there  was  a  report  that 
there  was  a  large  sum  of  money  due  to  this  indi- 
vidual; but  the  House  refused  to  appropriate  it. 
And,  Mr.  C.  said,  before  he  could  vote  for  this 
bill,  he  must  be  convinced  that  the  money  was 
really  due  to  Mr.  Tompkins.  He  should  like  to 
know,  he  said,  upon  what  vouchers  a  report  of 
this  sort  had  been  made.  We  are  told,  by  the 
President's  Message,  moreover,  that  this  is  not 
all  the  money  that  will  be  claimed  in  this  case; 
and  pass  this  bill,  said  Mr.  C,  and  probably,  be- 
fore the  Christmas  holidays,  we  shall  have  an- 
other call  upon  us  to  appropriate,  I  am  told,  up- 
wards of  a  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  the  same 
purpose.  It  does  seem  strange  to  me,  that  those 
who  are  intrusted  only  with  the  disbursement  of 
public  money  should  expend  their  own  funds  to 
the  large  amount  of  a  hundred  or  a  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars.  It  is  not  usual  for  them 
to  do  so.  And  when  we  see  a  claim  of  this  sort, 
which  has  lain  dormant  for  a  number  of  years, 
brought  forward  after  all  the  circumstances  of  it 
are  forgotten,  we  should  have  some  proof  exhib- 
ited to  this  House  in  support  of  it  before  we  put 
our  hand  into  the  public  purse  and  take  out  the 
money  of  the  people  to  pay  it.  I  make  these  ob- 
jections to  ascertain  whether  the  House  will,  with- 
out further  information,  vote  away  this  sum  of 
money,  especially  when  they  know  that  a  much 
larger  sum  of  money  will  be  hereafter  demanded 
of  them  on  the  same  plea  as  this. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  said,  he  had  not  anticipated, 
after  the  documentary  evidence  which  had  been 
laid  upon  the  table,  that  any  gentleman,  who  had 
been  a  member  of  the  last  Congress,  could  have 
raised  an  objection  to  this  bill.  He,  however,  at- 
tributed the  opposition  of  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  to  one  of  the  best  motives  which  could 
find  a  place  in  the  bosom  of  any  legislator — to  a 
sense  of  the  duty  of  examining  with  vigilance  the 
merits  of  every  appropriation  which  comes  before 
him.  At  the  last  session,  said  Mr.  C,  we  passed 
a  law  directing  the  accounting  officer  of  the  Trea- 
sury to  adjust  the  accounts  of  the  Vice  President, 
upon  the  principles  of  justice  and  equity.  They 
have  discharged  this  duty ;  and  I  will  advert  to 
the  circumstance,  that  the  accounts  have  passed 
under  the  scrutiny  of  the  best  accounting  officer 
of  the  Government — I  mean  Mr.  Haoner,  whose 
assiduity  and  severe  justice  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  understands  as  well  as  I  do.  In  refer- 
ence to  the  case  of  Mr.  Piatt,  to  which  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee  had  adverted,  Mr.  C.  said 
he  had  supposed  that  with  his  well  known  saga- 
city, the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  would  have 
been  able  to  discern  the  distinction  between  the 
present  case  and  that  of  Mr.  Piatt,  and  explain  to 
him  the  ground  of  the  objection  to  making  an 
appropriation  in  the  latter  case.  In  that  case,  Mr. 
Cutts,  the  Comptroller,  awarded  a  balance  of 
SGO,000  in  favor  of  Mr.  Piatt,  and  Mr.  Hagner  a 
balance  of  $40,000  against  him.  Thus,  when  the 
House  was  called  upon  to  appropriate  money  for 
the  payment  of  the  claim,  it  declined  doing  it  be- 
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caus*  of  the  want  of  harmotjy  between  the  deci- 
sions of  the  two  accounting  officers.  Dut,  in  the 
pret'CDt  case,  there  is  no  want  of  harmony  ;  the 
amount  in  this  cai^e  is  clearly  due  from  the  Uni- 
ted States,  by  the  decision  of  all  branches  of  the 
Government.  We  have  knowledge  that  the  jury, 
which  attentively  examined  this  case,  awarded  to 
Mr.  Tompkins  a  much  larger  sum.  The  award 
of  the  Third  Auditor  has  fallen  far  short  of  the 
amount  claimed,  and  the  President,  approving 
the  award  as  far  as  it  goes,  reserved  his  decision 
as  to  the  remamder.  When  that  decision,  which 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  looked  forward  to 
with  so  much  alarm,  should  be  made.  Mr.  C.  said 
he  should  be  ready  to  meet  the  gentleman  on  any 
ground.  I  might,  said  he,  attempt  to  attract  the 
sympathy  of  this  House  on  this  occasion  ;  but  I 
will  not  do  it.  It  will  be  lime  enough  to  speak  of 
the  distinguished  services  of  Mr.  Tompkins  when 
the  occasion  comes,  as  I  presume  it  will,  for  dis- 
cussing the  propriety  of  allowing  a  further  amount. 
We  are  now,  however,  called  upon  to  act  clearly  i 
within  the  principle  of  the  law  of  the  last  session,  1 
the  amount  asked  being  a  balance  actually  re- 
ported, by  the  accounting  officers,  to  be  due  to 
the  Vice  President.  ^ 

Mr.  McLa.ne,  of  Delaware,  rose  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  to  a  few  of  ilie  facts  of  this 
case.  The  opposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee was  not  a  matter  of  surprise,  when  the 
House  considered  the  ground  of  it.  But  how  was 
the  fact?  This  was  not  tlie  case  of  an  individ- 
ual, asking  of  the  Hou>e  a  gratuity  or  unauthor- 
ized allowance,  but  asking  of  them  to  do  what 
the  Congress  was  already  pledged  to  do.  Un- 
der these  circumstances,  it  was  at  least  to  be  ex- 
pected that  the  friends  of  the  bill  should  not  be 
met  by  general  surmises  as  to  the  state  of  the 
accounts  of  the  person  in  question'.  The  services 
of  the  individual,  whose  claim  was  now  under 
consideration,  could  not  be  unknown  to  any  gen- 
tleman here.  We  all  know  his  services,  said  Mr. 
McL.,  which, *ai  a  very  dark  and  gloomy  period, 
were  exceedingly  patriotic,  important  to  his  coun- 
try, and  disinterested.  We  all  know  that,  at  a 
moment  when  others  were  husbanding  their  funds, 
or  dealing  them  out  with  a  very  scanty  hand,  this 
man  risked  every  thing  for  the  public  cause,  and 
staked  his  private  fortune  in  its  support.  It  is  to 
services  thus  rendered,  that  his  present  embarrass- 
ments may  be  traced.  In  consequence  of  them, 
he  now  calls  on  his  country,  not  for  charity,  but 
for  justice.  It  is  known  to  everybody  that  these 
accounts  of  his  ^ave  remained  suspended  for  a 
number  of  years^  that  the  amount  of  his  claim 
was  much  larger  than  in  these  years  the  Govern- 
ment was  at  any  time  willing  to  allow.  The 
Government  assumed  one  principle  as  the  basis  of 
settlement — he,  another.  According  to  his  state- 
ment ot  his  case,  a  much  larger  credit  was  due 
than  the  Government  was  willing  to  give  to  him. 
On  suit  being  commenced  by  the  United  States, 
for  the  balance  alleged  to  be  due  by  him,  a  jury 
of  his  country  awarded  a  balance  of  account  in 
his  favor,  to  the  amount  of  Sr31M>00.  Under  these 
circumstances,  he  coraes  to  Congress.     They  take 


his  case  into  consideration,  and  what  do  they  do  7 
They  provided  for  his  relief,  by  the  act  of  the  latt 
session,  in  the  following  words: 

"  Reiolced,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  BepretentO' 
tires  of  the  L'nited  States  of  America  in  CangrefS 
assembled.  That  the  proper  sccouuting  officers  of  the 
TresHury  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  aulhorired  to  adjust 
and  aettle  the  accounts  and  claimi  of  Daniel  D.  Tomp- 
kini,  late  Governor  of  the  State  of  New  York,  on  prin- 
cipiea  of  equity  and  juitice.  lubject  to  the  revinion  and 
final  decision  of  the  President  of  the  United  States." 

Congress  then  referred  the  adjustment  of  his 
accounts  to  the  officers  of  the  Treasury,  and  im- 
posed a  further  check  on  them  by  calling  in  the 
ultimate  decision  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  They  authorized  the  settlement  of  his 
accounts,  upon  the  principles  of  equity  and  jus- 
tice. We  are  not  here  to  examine  what  were  the 
motives  of  every  individual,  wiio  voted  in  favor 
of  the  act  of  the  last  session,  but  we  are  to  take 
the  law  as  it  is.  But,  for  one,  said  Mr.  McLane, 
lam  free  to  say  that,  if  the  gentleman  limited  his 
views  of  equity  and  "justice  to  the  affair  of  profit 
and  loss — to  the  matter  of  balancing  the  account, 
his  views  were  not  the  same  as  mine.  Would 
the  honorable  gentleman  say,  whilst,  on  the  one 
hand,  he  would  allow  the  account  to  be  balanced, 
he  would  not,  on  the  other,  pay  any  balance  which 
might  appear  to  be  jOrstly  due  to  this  individual  ? 
That,  if  he  should  appear  to  be  indebted  to  the 
United  Stales,  we  should  pursue  him,  made  poor 
in  public  service,  with  the  hard  hand  of  strict  jus- 
tice ;  but  that,  if  the  United  States  were  found 
indebted  to  him,  they  should,  with  their  abundant 
Treasury,  not  pay  to  him  what  is  justly  due  ?  Con- 
gress could  have  had  no  other  intention  in  the 
law  of  the  last  session,  Mr.  McL.  said,  than  that, 
if  a  balance  should  be  found  to  be  due  to  Mr. 
Tompkins,  it  should  be  paid  to  him.  Under  the 
authority  of  our  law,  these  accounts  have  been 
settled :  the  President  has  revised  the  settlement, 
and,  in  his  opinion,  a  larger  balance  is  due  than 
has  been  allowed  by  the  accounting  officers.  This 
bill  goes  no  further  than  to  give  the  sum  which  is 
certainly  due,  reserving  the  balance  of  the  ac- 
counts for  further  investigation.  No  weight,  Mr. 
McL.  hoped,  would  be  given  to  the  consideration 
that,  hereafter,  more  might  be  found  to  be  due  to 
the  individual  concerned  than  was  now  proposed 
to  be  granted  to  him.  For  myself,  said  he,  I  am 
free  to  declare  that,  if  the  accounting  officer,  un- 
der the  direction  of  the  President,  should  find  an 
amount  due  to  him  equal  to  the  amount  of  the 
verdict  of  the  New  York  jury,  I,  for  one,  would 
freely  vote  it  to  him. 

Mr.  LivERMORE,  of  New  Hampshire,  observing 
that  the  gentleman  last  up  had  quoted  only  a  part 
of  the  law  of  last  session  on  the  subject  now  be- 
fore the  House,  called  for  the  reading  of  the  whole 
act. 

The  act  was  read  accordingly. 

Mr.  Cocke,  in  reply  to  McLane,  said  that  the 
argument  to  which  the  attention  of  the  House  had 
been  called,  did  honor  to  the  gentleman  from  Del- 
aware ;  yet  he  could  not  hut  think  that  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  had  been  actuated  more  by  his 
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feelings  on  this  subject  than  by  the  deliberate  con- 
victions of  his  understanding.  He  had  com- 
menced his  speech  by  stating  the  many  illustrious 
services  performed  by  the  individual  whose  relief 
is  the  object  of  the  bill  before  the  House.  He  was 
willing  to  admit  those  services  in  their  fullest  ex- 
lent.  But  the  gentleman,  while  detailing  the 
meritorious  services  of  Mr.  Tompkins  during  the 
late  war,  had  neglected  to  inform  this^U^iusc  that, 
while  thus  engaged,  he  was  at  the  same  lime  re- 
ceiving the  pay  and  emoluments  of  a  Major  Gen- 
eral. He  had,  indeed,  performed  services;  but  he 
had  been  fully  rewaraed.  But,  the  gentleman 
from  Delaware  had  told  the  House  that  the  indi- 
vidual in  question  had  given  up  his  all  for  his 
country's  service,  and  that  his  present  distressed 
situation  was  the  direct  effect  of  such  sacrihce. 
What  evidence  was  there  of  this  1  He  had  never 
seen  any  proof  of  it.  Besides,  it  must  not  be  for- 
gotten that  he  had  unsettled  accounts,  also,  with 
the  State  of  New  York,  and  that  that  State  had 
contributed  largely  for  liis  relief.  He  had  always 
understood  that  the  object  of  the  aid  solicited 
from  Congress  was,  to  relieve  that  gentleman 
from  the  pressure  of  a  heavy  demand  against  him 
by  the  United  States,  and  which  he  was  not  in 
circLimstances  to  settle.  The  latter  part  of  the  act 
which  had  been  read,  did  not,  he  conceived,  ap- 
ply to  the  question  before  the  House.  He  had, 
himself,  no  objections  to  relieve  the  Vice  Presi- 
dent, in  consideration  of  his  services,  from  de- 
mands which  he  was  unable  to  meet.  But,  in- 
stead of  this,  we  are  now  told  that  he  is  a  creditor, 
and  that  to  the  amount  of  thirty  or  thirty-five 
thousand  dollars.  On  what  data  was  such  a  bal- 
ance found  in  his  favor?  True  it  was,  that  the 
President  had  sanctioned  it,  and  even  gone  far 
beyond  it;  but  he  had,  at  least  in  his  opinion, 
talcen  matters  into  view  which  did  not  properly 
come  before  him.  For  himself,  Mr.  C.  said,  be- 
fore he  consented  to  any  bill  appropriating  away 
the  public  money,  he  would  inquire  into  the 
grounds  of  the  grant — he  would  not  take  for 
granted  the  statement  of  any  one.  As  to  his  no- 
tions of  equity,  they  extended  much  farther  than 
the  gentleman  from  Delaware  seemed  to  suppose 
— but,  because  we  have  now  a  little  in  the  Treas- 
ury, shall  we  squander  it  ?  Shall  we  lavish  it  on 
every  man  that  mav  choose  to  come  and  say,  Oh  I 
give  me  some  of  it  f  For  his  part,  he  would  not. 
The  gentleman  had  alluded  to  his  severity  of 
scrutiny,  and  complimented  him  on  his  vigilance 
in  guarding  the  public  money.  I  hope,  said  Mr. 
C,  that  that  gentleman  would  be  as  guarded  in 
his  duty  as  he  supposes  I  would  be,  in  the  exami- 
nation of  accounts. 

Mr.  Clay  (the  Speaker)  then  rose  and  said, 
that,  to  him,  it  appeared  that  the  considerations 
urged  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  would 
have  been  in  their  proper  place,  if  urged  at  the 
last  sesiion,  but  were  certainly  out  of  place  at  this 
time,  when  we  are  called  upon,  not  to  investigate 
a  new  claim,  but  to  redeem  the  pledged  faith  of 
the  public.  On  such  a  question,  it  was  entirely 
unnecessary  for  the  friends  of  the  Vice  President 
to  refer  to  the  public  services,  eminent  as  they  had 


been,  of  the  distinguished  gentleman  in  question. 
This  was  not  a  fit  occa.«ion  (o  introduce  them.  If 
the  claimant  were  the  meanest  and  the  mosr  ob- 
scure individual  in  society,  the  House  were  equally^ 
bound  to  pass  that  bill.  For,  what  was  it  ?  The 
accounts  to  which  it  refers  had  long  been  pressing 
on  the  public  for  liquidation ;  they  had  at  length 
been  brought  before  this  House ;  and,  after  delib- 
erate consideration,  an  act  is  passed  for  their  finaK 
setileraenl.  The  accounts  were  quietly  examined 
and  liquidated  by  the  accounting  officer.  But, 
mark  the  precaution  by  which  that  act  is  charac- 
terized !  Not  only  were  those  accounts  to  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  severe  scrutiny  of  the  most  rigid 
officer  of  this  Government — an  officer  whose 
scrupulous  accuracy  in  the  admission  of  accounts 
against  the  Government  is  as  deservedly  approved 
as  it  is  universally  known  ;  but,  after  they  had 
gone  through  the  crucible,  after  they  had  been 
subjected  to  all  the  jealous  scrutiny  of  this  vigi- 
lant officer,  they  are  to  be  submitted  to  the  Presi- 
dent for  revisal.  The  President  revises  them,  and 
then  he  sends  to  this  House  a  Message,  in  which 
he  declares,  not  only  that  he  is  satisfied  that  this 
balance  is  justly  due,  but  that  much  more  is  due 
to  him.  Under  such  circumstances,  all  that  is 
now  asked  is,  that  we  shall  pay  so  much  as  has 
been  thus  ascertained  to  be  due.  It  is,  in  fact,  to 
do  nothing  more  than  supply  the  defect  of  the  act 
of  the  last  Congress,  in  which,  by  some  omission, 
no  appropriation  had  been  made  to  meet  the  bal- 
ance, if,  according  to  the  provisions  of  that  act,  a 
balance  should  have  been  ascertained  to  be  due 
to  Mr.  Tompkins.  Now,  what  does  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee  tell  us  ?  He  wishes  to  know 
the  ground  of  the  settlement.  He  wants,  in  short, 
to  settle  this  account  himself — to  see  the  basis  on 
which  the  officers  of  the  Treasury  proceeded  in 
coming  to  the  decision  which  they  have  laid  be- 
fore the  President.  This,  Mr.  C.  said,  might  have 
been  proper  when  the  subject  was  under  consider- 
ation at  the  last  session  ;  but  Congress  had  com- 
mitted the  liquidation  of  these  accounts  to  another 
tribunal.  It  had  committed  it  to  the  accounting 
officers  of  the  Government,  gentlemen  whose 
characters  were  unimpeached,  and  on  whose  ac- 
curacy, in  this  settlement,  no  reflections  had  been 
cast.  The  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  whose 
vigilance  over  the  Treasury  was  the  admiration 
of  the  country  and  of  the  House,  should  have  re- 
served the  remarks  with  which  he  had  favored 
the  House,  until  the  time  when  a  final  settlement 
of  the  demands  of  the  Vice  President  on  this  Gov- 
ernment is  called  up  in  this  House ;  but  now,  when 
the  sum  reported  is  incontestable,  when  all  the 
guards  of  the  Treasury  unite  in  declaring  it  justly 
due,  when  all  that  is  asked  is  to  supply  a  dea- 
ciei>cy  in  the  law  of  the  last  session,  those  re- 
marks, however  eloquent,  would,  he  trusted,  have 
no  weight. 

Mr.  LivERMORE  said  that  he  was  opposed  to  the 
appropriation,  and  of  course  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ment proposed.  He  had  great  respect  for  the  in- 
dividual concerned — no  man  cherished  a  higher 
opinion  of  his  services;  but  the  House  was  now 
called  upon  to  decide  a  great  question.     The  act 
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of  the  last  session  empowered  the  officers  of  the 
Treasury  to  settle  this  account.  The  account 
was  not  settled — the  President's  Message  express- 
ly declares  it  remains  unsettled.  He  has  to  he 
sure  partially  examined  it,  but  that  is  all.  Mr. 
L.  said  he  was  willino:  to  pay  as  much  respect  to 
Executive  recommendations  as  any  man,  but  he 
wanted  to  see  what  was  due.  To  use  a  familiar 
phrase,  he  did  not  like  entering-wedges.  Con- 
gress had  been  led  on  in  this  way  on  other  occa- 
sions. In  the  case  of  the  Cumberland  road,  for 
instance,  the  sum  asked  was  small  at  tirst,  but  it 
grew  larger  and  still  larger,  until,  at  length,  it 
became  intolerable;  and  Congress  would  vote  no 
more  for  it.  If  he  were  sure  the  appropriations 
for  the  Vice  President  were  to  end  here,  he  would 
vote  the  sum  at  once,  but  the  House  were  threat- 
ened with  a  claim  for  other  and  larger  amounts. 
The  settlement  had  been  delayed  at  the  request  of 
the  claimant  himself.  He  did  not  like  to  be  led 
on  blindfold,  and  wished  to  know  at  once  how  far 
he  was  to  go. 

Mr.  Tri.mble  said  that  he  believed  his  worthy 
friend  from  New  Hampshire  was  under  some  mis- 
take in  his  conception  of  this  subject.     In  ordi- 
nary cases  of  this  description,  a  fund  was  provided 
out  of  which  the  public  creditor,  if  his  demand 
was  just,  and  the  documents  in  proof  of  it  were 
regular  and  sufficient,  received  his  due  without 
further  difficulty.     But,  if  it  should   happen  that 
his  vouchers,  though  substantially  evincing  the 
justice  of  the  demand,  were  wanting  in  due  form, 
or  "Were  of  a  kind  n*bt  admitted  in  settlement  by 
Treasury  rule,  then  an  application  to  Congress 
was  necessary,  and  Congress,  when  they  knew 
such  to  be  the  fact,  would  order  the  account  to  be 
settled  on  principles  of  equity  and  justice;  that 
is,  as  he  understood  it,  without  excluding  valid 
evidence,  though  of  an  informal  or  irregular  sort. 
This  was  a  matter  of  every  day  occurrence.    The 
case  of  Mr.   Tompkins  was  one  of  this  descrip- 
tion ;  there  were  informal  vouchers  held  by  the 
claimant,  which  showed  him  to  be  justly  entitled 
to  what  he  claimed,  and  the  question   was  not, 
now,   whether   the   gentlemen    from    Tennessee 
and  New  Hampshire  were  to  audit  those  vouch- 
ers ;  they  had  already  been  audited  ;  but,  by  some 
omission,  for  which  he  was  at  a  loss  to  account, 
there  was  no  appropriation  in  the  bill  to  meet  the 
result  of  such  settlement.     The  claim  had,  at  the 
last  session,  been  submitted  to  a  committee,  of 
which  he  had  the  honor  to  be  a  member,  and  he 
saw  gentlemen  near  him  who  had  been  his  com- 
panions in  the  same  service.     It  had  been  care- 
fully examined,  and  afterwards  by  law  submitted 
to   the   Treasury  officers.     Those  officers   have 
reported  that  this  balance  is  due.     Now,  I  pray 
vou,  said  Mr.  T.,  when  the  account  has,  thus  far, 
been  settled,  why  is  it  not  to  be  paid  ?     The  gen- 
tleman from  New  Hampshire  had  insisted  that 
nothmg  should  be  paid  until  we  knew  the  whole 
that  we  had  to  pay.     But  what  would  he  say  to  a 
payma>^ter,  for  mstance,  who  held  a  large  amount 
of  Government  money — acknowledged  himself  to 
hold   it — acknowledgti>l  it  to  be  due— but  who, 
having  other  accounts  unsettled  at  the  Treasury, 


should  say  to  the  Government,  I  owe  you  this 
balance,  clear  of  all  demands,  but  my  other  ac- 
count is  not  settled,  and  I  will  not  pay  a  dollar  of 
what  lowe  you  until  I  know  all  that  I  must  pay 
on  the  final  settlement  ?  He  believed  the  gentle- 
roan  would  cal'  such  a  paymaster  a  dishonest 
man.  But  why  is  Government  to  be  bound  by 
different  rules  in  paying  its  debts  from  those  which 
bind  an  honest  man?  He  said  this  in  illustra- 
tion merely,  intending  no  reflection  on  the  purity 
of  the  motives  of  those  who  opposed  the  bill.  On 
the  subject  of  delay,  charged  upon  the  Vice  Pres- 
ident, Mr.  T.  said  he  could  not  but  feel  something 
approaching  to  indignation  at  the  delay  which  had 
already  taken  place.  So  far  was  Mr.  Tompkins 
from  seeking  such  delay,  that  he  had  claimed 
his  due,  he  would  not  say  from  day  to  day,  but 
from  year  to  year.  His  proofs  had  been  submit- 
ted to  the  committee.  Mr.  T.  had  personally  and 
attentively  examined  them,  and  averred  that  they 
did  completely  establish  the  debt  he  claimed.  I 
will  not  go  into  details,  said  Mr.  T.,  but  I  do  say 
that  Danitl  D.  Tompkins  never  icas  iiulebted  to  this 
Government ;  and  I  say  so  after  a  full  examination 
of  the  subject.  He  could  not  go  further  into  the 
subject  without  expressing  more  feeling  than  was 
becoming  in  him,  or  perhaps  than  was  respectful 
to  the  committee.  But  he  could  not  close,  with- 
out repeating  the  declaration  of  his  entire  con- 
viction that  there  never  was  a  juster  claim  pre- 
sented against  any  Government.  He  believed  it 
as  much  as  he  believed  he  had  a  soul  to  be  saved  ; 
he  was  as  sure  of  it  as  that  he  was  now  address- 
ing the  committee.  The  payment  of  it  was  due 
to  the  claimant — it  was  due  to  the  American 
people — it  was  due  to  the  good  faith  and  the 
honor  and  honesty  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  LivERMORE  rose  again,  and  said,  that  he 
was  sorry  to  intrude  a  second  time  upon  the  at- 
tention of  the  Committee  ;  but,  he  understood  that 
the  gentleman  opposite  had  risen  for  the  purpose 
of  correcting  his  mistake,  and  he  had  listened 
very  atWntively  through  his  eloquent  speech  to 
hear  what  mistakes  he  had  corrected — he  could 
find  none.  But,  said  Mr.  L.,  that  gentleman  has 
greatly  mistaken  me,  if  he  thinks  I  do  not  as 
highly  appreciate  Daniel  D.  Tompkins's  services 
as  himself,  or  as  any  gentleman  on  this  floor — 
but  Mr.  L.  still  insisted  that  it  was  time  enough 
to  pay  an  account,  when  the  account  had  been 
finally  settled.  As  to  the  delay  of  the  final  settle- 
ment, the  President  expressly  said  this  delay  was 
at  the  request  of  the  claimant  himself.  (Here  he 
read  a  passage  from  the  President's  Message.] 
Who's  mistaken  now?  said  Mr.  L.,  as  betook 
his  seat. 

Mr.  Wood,  of  New  York,  said  he  did  not  rise 
to  go  into  the  merits  of  the  original  claim  of  the 
individual  whose  case  was  now  under  considera- 
tion, being  of  opinion  with  the  Speaker  that,  after 
its  principle  was  once  settled,  it  ought  not  to  be  a 
second  and  third  time  discussed  in  this  House. 
The  same  objection  which  is  now  made  was 
made  at  the  last  session.  The  House,  with  its 
eyes  open,  and  with  a  perfect  conviction  of  the 
rectitude  of  the  claim,  passed  a  law  for  its  ad- 
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justment.  The  usual  course,  in  such  cases,  is  to 
include  in  the  bill  a  provision  for  the  payment  of 
what  may  be  due  to  the  claimant.  If  that  course 
had  been  pursued  this  year,  what  would  have 
been  the  result?  The  amount  due  would  have 
been  paid  by  a  Treasury  warrant  the  moment  it 
was  ascertained.  Did  the  omission  of  such  a 
provision  bring  the  principle  of  the  act  of  last 
session  back  to  this  House  for  consideration  ? 
No !  the  right  of  the  individual  concerned  was 
complete  anci  perfect  the  moment  the  President 
had  passed  upon  the  settlement  which  had  been 
made  by  the  accounting  officer.  It  was  a  vested 
right  beyond  the  power  of  this  House.  If  this 
was  not  the  case,  no  reliance  could  be  placed  upon 
the  plighted  faith  of  this  House  or  of  the  nation. 
Mr.  VV.  made  some  further  remarks  in  reply  to 
Mr.  LivERMORE,  and  concluded  by  expressing  his 
hope  that  there  would  be  an  unanimous  vote  in 
favor  of  this  grant. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  striking  out 
the  enacting  clause  of  the  bill,  and  decided  in  the 
negative,  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  Cocke  then  moved  an  amendment  to  the 
bill,  the  object  of  which  was  to  declare  thit  the 
amount  now  appropriated  should  be  in  full  of  the 
claim  of  Mr.  Tompkins. 

The  amendment  was  also  negatived,  by  a  de- 
cided majority  ;  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Taylor  introduced  a  joint  resolution  for 
the  appointment  of  a  joint  Committee  on  the 
Library  of  Congress  ;  which  was  twice  read,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading.  And 
then  (he  House  adjourned. 


Friday,  December  12. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  from  New  Hampshire, 
IcHABOD  Bartlett,  appeared,  was  qualified,  and 
took  his  seat. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  elected  the  Rev.  William 
Staughton  a  Chaplain  to  Congress,  on  their 
part,  during  the  present  session.  They'h a ve  passed 
a  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  com- 
mittee, who  shall  have  the  direction  of  the  money 
appropriated  to  the  purchase  of  books  and  maps 
for  the  Library  of  Congress  ;  also,  a  resolution  for 
the  appointment  of  a  joint  ^committee  to  make 
such  distribution  of  the  rooms  of  the  centre  build- 
ing of  the  Capitol,  as  the  business  and  conveni- 
ence of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  may  require; 
in  which  resolutions  they  ask  the  concurrence  of 
this  House. 

Mr.  Owen  presented  a  petition  of  the  Mayor 
and  Aldermen  of  the  city  of  Mobile,  in  the  State 
of  Alabama,  praying  for  a  grant  of  the  lots  be- 
longing to  the  United  Slates  lying  within  the 
limits  of  said  city. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Moore,  of  Alabama,  the 
memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Slate  of  Ala- 
bama, heretofore  presented  on  the  3d  February,  | 
1823,  upon  the  subject  of  fortifications  at  Mobile  \ 
Point  and    Dauphin    Island ;   together   with  the 
Message  from  the  President  of  the  United  States 


communicated  to  this  House  on  the  28th  March, 
1S22,  upon  the  subject  of  fortifications  at  the  same 
places,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

Mr.  Conway  presented  a  petition  of  the  Greneral 
Assembly  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  praying 
that  a  quarter  section  of  land  may  be  granted  to 
each  of  the  counties  of  Hempsted,  Miller,  and 
Crawford;  to  be  improved  and  occupied  as  the 
seats  of  justice  of  the  said  counties.  Referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Thompson,  of  Georgia,  presented  a  docu- 
ment m  support  of  the  claim  of  Thomas  Carr, 
and  others,  commissioners,  appointed  by  Georgia, 
to  examine  and  survey  the  lands  in  the  Big  Bend 
of  Tennessee  river,  being  the  original  grant  to 
Stephen  Heard  ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Public  Land.<. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Moore,  of  Alabama,  the 
memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Stale  of  Ala- 
bama, heretofore  presented  on  the  3d  of  February, 
1823,  requesting  that  lands  which  have  been  of- 
fered at  public  sale,  may  be  entered  in  fourth- 
quarter  sections,  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Moore,  of  Alabama,  the 
memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ala- 
bama, heretofore  presented  on  the  3d  of  February, 
1823,  in  behalf  of  such  purchasers  of  public  lands 
as  had  made  full  payment  prior  to  the  passage  of 
the  relief  law,  was  also  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Moore,  of  Alabama,  so  much 
of  the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
Alabama,  heretofore  presented  on  the  3d  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1823,  as  recommends  that  a  right  of  pre- 
emption be  extended  to  settlers  in  Jackson  and 
Decatur  counties,  in  the  purchase  of  lands,  includ- 
ing their  improvements,  was  also  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  which  was  referred,  on  the  8lh  in- 
stant, a  memorial  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
Territory  of  Atkansas,  reported  a  bill  authorizing 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  furnish,  for  the 
use  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  an  abstract  of 
the  military  bounty  lands  lying  within  the  same; 
which  bill  was  read,  amended,  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  were  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the  pe- 
tition of  Neal  Munn  and  John  McKellar,  and  it 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands ;  the  said  committee  was  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  memorial  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas, 
respecting  the  lands  occupied  by  the  Quapau 
Indians,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Secretary  of 
War. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Herrick,  ttffe  Committee  oa 
Commerce  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  establishing  the  town  of  Bowdoinham, 
in  ihe  collection  district  of  Bath,  in  the  State  of 
Maine,  a  port  of  delivery. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  made  an  unfavorable  re- 
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port  on  the  petition  of  the  Levy  Court  of  the 
county  of  Calvert,  in  the  Slate  of  Maryland, 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Bradley  was  excused  from  serving  on  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  and  Mr.  Whip- 
ple was  appointed  in  his  place. 

Mr.  FuLLEB  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
viz : 

Hesolved,  That  the  Pre»ident  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  this  House  a  plan 
for  a  Peace  Establishment  of  the  Navy  of  the  United 
Sutes. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 
one  day,  under  the  rule. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cobb,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  incjuire  into 
the  expediency  of  repealing  so  much  of  the  laws 
of  the  United  States  as  imposes  a  duty  on  im- 
ported salt. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tomlinson,  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  were  instructed  to  inquire  whether 
It  be  expedient  so  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  to  regulate  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports 
and  tonnage,"  as  to  abolish  the  office  of  meas- 
urer; to  provide  that  the  duties  heretofore  per- 
formed by  the  measurers,  in  virtue  of  said  act, 
shall  be  performed  by  the  inspectors;  and  to  pro- 
hibit the  allowance  of  any  additional  compensa- 
tion to  inspectors  for  measuring. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Te8t,  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  reducing  the  price  of  all  the  unsold 
lands  in  the  State  of  Indiana,  lying  east  of  a  line 
drawn  from  the  mouth  of  the  Kentucky  river, 
northwardly  to  Fort  Recovery,  near  the  head- 
waters of  the  Wabash  river.  Also,  all  the  unsold 
lands  in  said  State,  included  in  a  purchase  made 
by  the  United  States  of  the  Delaware.  Pottawat- 
omie, Miami,  and  Eel  river  tribes  of  Indians,  by 
treaty  concluded  at  Fort  Wayne,  by  WilHam 
Henry  Harrison,  as  agent  of  the  said  United 
States,  and  the  last  mentioned  Indians,  bearing 
date  the  30th  day  of  September,  in  the  year  18(»y, 
immediately  adjoining  to,  and  lying  weslwardly, 
along  the  aforesaid  line,  running  from  the  mouth 
of  Kentucky  river  to  Fort  Recovery. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whipple,  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  amending  the  act  making  pro- 
vision for  arming  and  equipping  the  militia  of  the 
United  States,  passed  April  3,  1808,  so  that  the 
arms  provided  by  virtue  of  said  act,  and  trans- 
mitted to  the  several  Slates  and  Territories  of  the 
United  States,  shall,  by  each  State  and  Territory, 
be  deposited,  and  kept,  in  proper  arsenals,  to  be 
provided  by  said  Stale  or  Territory,  ready  to  be 
delivered  to  the  militia  thereof,  only  when  called 
into  the  actual  service  of  the  United  States,  or  of 
the  State  or  Territorial  government,  and  to  be 
returned  to  such  place  or  places  of  deposite  when 
said  service  shall  cease. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cushman,  the  subject  of  the 
public  buildings  and  the  public  lands  in  the  city 
of  Washington,  was  refered  to  a  select  commit- 
tee; and  Mr.  Clshman,  Mr.  Van  Wyck,  Mr. 
Cassedy,  Mr.  Bhown,  Mr.  Hobart,  Mr.  Bart- 


lett,  and  Mr.  Dwinel,  were  appointed  said  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Cook  submitted  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  communicate  to  this  House  all  the  infor- 
mation in  his  possession,  tending  to  show  the  circum* 
stances  connected  with  a  recent  robbery  of  the  land 
office  at  Vandalia,  in  the  State  of  Illinois  ;  and  the 
justice  of  releasing  the  receiver  of  public  moneys  from 
his  liability  to  the  Government  for  the  said  robbery. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 
one  day,  under  the  rule. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Conway,  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  establishing  three  additional  agen- 
cies west  of  the  Mississippi. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Isacks,  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  so  amending  the  several  laws 
allowing  a  bounty  to  enlisted  soldiers  or  their 
heirs,  and,  also,  the  laws  authorizing  the  commu- 
tation of  the  land  bounty  for  half  pay,  that  the 
same  bounty  in  land,  or  the  allowance  of  half  pay, 
may  be  extended  to  the  children  of  such  soldiers, 
who  may  have  been  regularly  enlisted,  but  who 
may  have  fallen  in  action,  or  died  before  they  had 
been  mustered  into  service,  as,  by  law,  is  allowed 
in  other  cases. 

The  resolution  from  the  Senate  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  joint  committee,  to  have  the  application 
of  the  money  appropriated  for  the  purchase  of 
books,  &c.  for  the  Library  of  Congress,  was  read 
and  concurred  in  by  the  House;  and  Mr.  S.myth, 
Mr.  Bradley,  and  Mr.  Poinsett,  were  appointed 
of  the  said  committee  on  the  part  of  this  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  do  acquaint  the  Senate 
therewith,  and  that  the  resolution  of  this  House, 
for  the  same  purpose,  do  lie  on  the  table. 

The  resolution  from  the  Senate,  authorizing 
the  appointment  of  a  joint  committee,  to  make 
such  distribution  of  the  rooms  of  the  centre  build- 
ing of  the  Capitol  as  the  business  and  convenience 
of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  may  require,  was 
read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House;  and  Mr. 
Taylor,  Mr.  Ci'thbert,  and  Mr.  Condict,  were 
appointed  of  the  said  committee  on  the  part  of 
this  House. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  appropri- 
ating a  certain  sum  of  money  for  the  relief  of 
Daniel  D.  Tompkins,"  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  House  adjourned  to  Monday. 


Monday,  December  15. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  from  Virginia,  Blr- 
wellBassett,  appeared, produced  his  credentials, 
was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Eddy  presented  a  petition  of  a  committee 
appointed  by,  and  acting  in  behalf  of,  those  who 
are  interested  in  the  manufacture  of  wool,  in  the 
State  of  Rhode  Island  and  vicinity  thereof,  pray- 
ing thai  an  addition  of  twelve  and  a  half  per  cent, 
may  be  added  to  the  duty  imposed  on  imported 
manufactures  of  wool,  together  with  a  further 
countervailing  duly,  should^lhe  British  Govern- 
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raeni  allowa  drawback  on  the  export  duly  imposed 
in  that  country;  which  petition  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Sharps  presented  a  memorial  of  Archibald 
Gracie,  of  ihe  city  of  New  York,  merchant,  of  the 
same  tenor  and  ed'ect  with  the  memorial  presented 
by  Mr.  Hemphill,  on  the  8th  instant,  from  mer- 
chants and  underwriters  in  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, respecting  the  unlawful  and  injurious  ope- 
ration of  the  Berlin  Decree  of  France  ;  which 
first  mentioned  memorial  was  also  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Forsyth  presented  a  petition  of  Major 
Henderson,  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  praying  com- 
pensation for  two  horsfs  impressed  into  the  mil- 
itary service  of  the  United  States,  in  the  war 
against  the  Seminole  Indians,  in  the  year  181*8, 
and  which  were  never  returned  to  him. — Referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Gatlin  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  mer- 
chants, mariners,  and  others,  inhabitants  of  Eden- 
ton,  in  the  Stale  of  IS'orth  Carolina,  praying  that 
the  floating  light,  stationed  near  Shell  Castle,  may 
be  removed  to  the  point  of  Nme-fool  Shoal,  on 
the  channel  leading  into  Teach's  Hole  ;  or  that 
a  new  light  may  be  provided  at  said  point ;  which 
petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. 

The  Speaker  presented  a  memorial  of  Alfred 
H.  Powell,  contesting  the  election  and  return  of 
Jared  Williams,  as.  one  of  the  representatives  in 
this  House  from  the  State  of  Virginia,  and  pray- 
ing to  be  admitted  to  a  seat  in  the  place  oi  said 
Williams  ;  which  memorial  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Elections. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  commu- 
nication from  the  Secretary  of  War,  accompanied 
with  a  list  of  licenses  granted  to  Indian  traders ; 
also,  his  report  on  the  claim  of  Joseph  Mareschall. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  a  let- 
ter from  the  First  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury, 
transmitting  a  list,  received  from  the  Register  of 
the  Treasury,  of  the  balances  on  the  books  of 
receipts  and  expenditures,  which  appear  to  have 
been  due  or  unsettled  more  than  three  years  prior 
to  the  30ih  September  last ;  prepared  in  obedience 
to  the  acts  of  the  3d  March,  1809,  and  3d  March, 
1817  ;  which  letter  and  list  were  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  cases  of 
Robert  Henry  and  James  Mitchell,  reported  a  bill 
supplementary  to  an  act,  approved  on  the  3d  day 
of  March,  1819,  entitled  "An  act  providing  for 
the  correction  of  errors  in  making  entries  of  land 
at  the  Land  Offices  ;"  which  bill  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  the  subject  was  referred,  by  resolution,  on 
the  9th  instant,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the 
State  of  Indiana  to  Open  a  canal  through  the 
public  lands,  to  connect  the  navigation  of  the 
rivers  Wabash  and  Miami  of  Lake  Erie;  which 
bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Hemphill,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals,  reported  a  bill,  entitled,  "An  act  to 


procure  the  necessar}'  surveys  and  estimaties  on 
the  subject  of  roads  and  canals  ;"  which,  having 
been  twice  read,  he  proposed  to  refer  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  objected  to  giving 
this  direction  to  the  bill,  as  being  an  incorrect 
practice  on  principle,  and  suggested,  as  preferable, 
to  refer  it  simply  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
putting  it  in  the  ordinary  routine  of  business. 

Mr.  Hemphill  adhered  to  his  motion,  on  the 
ground  that  no  subject  could  be  of  a  more  general 
and  public  interest  to  the  whole  cation,  than  that 
of  this  bill. 

The  question  being  taken  on  referring  it  ac- 
cording to  Mr.  Hemphill's  motion,  it  was  decided 
in  the  negative — ayes  76,  noes  78.  And  the  bill 
was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  following  resolution  offered  on  Friday  last, 
by  Mr.  Cook,  was  taken  up  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  communicate  to  this  House  ail  the  infor- 
mation in  bis  possession,  tending  to  show  the  circum- 
stances connected  with  a  recent  robbery  of  the  land 
office  at  Vandalia,  in  the  State  of  Illinois ;  and  the 
justice  of  releasing  the  receiver  of  public  moneys  from 
his  liability  to  the  Government  for  the  sums  lost  by 
said  robbery. 

This  resolution  was  agreed  to,  nem.  con. 
The  following  resolution,  offered  on  Friday,  by 
Mr.  Fuller,  was  taken  up: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  the  House  a  plan  for 
the  Peace  Establishment  of  the  Navy  of  the  United 
States. 

This  resolution,  also,  was  agreed  to,  nem.  con. 

The  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  author- 
ize the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  furnish,  for 
the  use  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  an  abstract 
of  the  military  bounty  lands  lying  within  the 
same,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sharpe,  the  Committee  on 
Manufactures  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  imposing  a  duty  upon  merchandise 
sold  at  public  auction. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Call, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
be  instructed  to   inquire   into  the  expediency  of 

f)roviding*  for  the  survey  and  .sale  of  the  public 
ands  in  the  Territory  of  Florida. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  extending  the  time  limited  for  the  settlement 
of  private  land  claims  in  East  and  West  F'lorida. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  granting  donations,  or  pre-emption  rights" to 
certain  actual  settlers  in  the  Territory  of  Florida. 

Mr.  Poinsett  submitted  the  following : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  «n  Naval  Affairs  b« 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  author- 
izing the  construction  of  ten  additional  sloops  of  vrar. 

Mr.  Poinsett  said,  he  was  induced  to  offer 
this  resolution  to  the  consideration  of  the  House, 
from  an  earnest  desire  to  see  our  Navy  rendered 
efficient  and  capable  of  maintaining  the  high  rep- 
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utatioD  which  it  has  so  gallantly  and  nobly  won. 
If  we  would  have  fleets  of  line  of  battle  ships  and 
frigates  in  readiness  to  be  poUred  forth  against  an 
enemy,  at  the  commeoceraent  of  a  war,  we  must 
rear  up  officers  capable  of  commanding  them.  As 
our  Navy  is  now  constituted,  we  shall  be  compelled, 
in  the  event  of  war,  to  confide  the  command  of 
our  ships,  the  safety  of  our  gallant  seamen,  and 
the  honor  of  our  flag,  to  mexperienced  officers;  to 
men,  who  have  been  for  years,  on  shore,  forget- 
ting what  they  had  formerly  learned.  We  have 
now  five  sloops  of  war  and  thirty  masters  com- 
mandant, so  that  an  officer  cannot  hope  to  be 
employed  oftener  than  once  in  six  years.  To  have 
an  efficient  Navy,  the  proportion  between  sloops 
of  war  and  line  of  battle  ships  and  frigates  must 
be  preserved  ;  and  I  trust,  said  Mr.  r.  that  the 
subject  will  receive  from  the  committee  the  con- 
sideration its  importance  deserves. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Mercer  presented  the  following  resolutioD, 
which  lies  one  day  of  course  : 

Jietolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  di- 
rected to  tran8mit  to  this  Huu^  a  li«t  of  the  officers 
of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  denoting  the  periods 
of  their  admission  into  the  public  service  ;  the  dates 
of  their  present  commissions,  and  the  time  of  their 
actual  service  at  sea  since  the  Ist  of  January,  1815. 

Mr.  Allen,  of  Tennessee,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing : 

Rtsolved,  That  the  Postmaster  General  be  directed 
to  lay  before  this  House  a  list  of  the  post  offices,  des- 
ignated ''distributing  offices,"  in  the  several  States 
and  Territories ;  also,  the  duties  required  to  be  perform- 
ed by  deputy  postmasters  at  such  offices ;  with  the 
regulations  adopted  for  securing  a  direct  conveyance 
to  letters,  dec,  destined  for  offices  on  intermediate 
post  routes. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 
one  day,  under  the  rule. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mercer,  it  was 

Resolvetl,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs 
be  mstructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  as- 
sociating with  the  Military  Academy  at  West 
Point  a  school  of  mstruction  for  the  midshipmen 
of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
securing,  in  the  medical  department  of  the  Navy, 
the  benefits  of  professional  skill  and  experience, 
by  a  due  apportionment  of  the  pay  of  the  surgeons 
and  their  mates,  to  the  time  of  their  actual  service, 
and  by  requiring  an  examination,  by  a  board  of 
physicians,  of  all  persons  applying  for  admission 
therein. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wickliffe,  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  reviving,  and  continuing 
in  force,  the  provisions  of  an  act  of  Congress, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  purchasers 
ot  the  public  lands  prior  to  the  1st  of  July,  1820." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wayne,  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  were  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  imposing  a  duly  on  wheat  imported 
from  any  foreign  country,  or  its  dependencies. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stewart,  the  Committee  on 


Revolutionary  Pensions  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  placing  Bartholomew  Ma- 
loy,  an  old  soldier,  on  the  pension  list. 

On  motion  ol  Mr.  McKim,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  permitting  all  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  imported,  to  be  secured  in  ware- 
houses, or  other  approved  places,  at  one  port  of 
entry  in  each  State  of  the  United  States,  without 
payment,  or  securing  the  duties  thereon,  at  the 
first  entry  thereof. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stewart,  the  Committee  on 
the  Cumberland  Road  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  making  a  suitable  appro- 
priation for  the  erection  of  a  bridge  over  the  Mon- 
ongehala  river,  where  the  said  road  crosses  the 
same,  at  Brownsville. 


Tuesday,  December  16. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  from  New  York,  Al- 
bert H.  Tracy,  appeared,  was  qualified,  and  look 
his  seat. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commonalty  of  the  city 
of  New  York,  praying,  for  reasons  set  forth  at 
large  in  the  memorial,  that  the  ground  on  which 
Castle  Clinton  and  the  bridge  leading  to  it  now 
stands,  and  also,  the  ground  conveyed  by  them  to 
the  United  Slates,  on  each  side  of  the  said  bridge, 
together  with  said  Castle  Clinton,  as  the  same 
now  stands,  may  be  reconveyed  to  them  ;  which 
memorial  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  sundry  doc- 
uments in  relation  to  the  contested  election  of 
Jared  Williams,  one  of  the  representatives  for  the 
State  of  Virginia  ;  which  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Elections. 

Mr.  Webster,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, who  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
,  propriety  of  giving  concurrent  jurisdiction  to  the 
supreme  or  superior  court  of  laws,  of  the  respec- 
tive Stales,  in  cases  arising  under  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  to  extend  the  privilege  of  obtaining  pat- 
ents for  useful  inventions  and  discoveries,  and  to 
enlarge  and  define  the  penalties  for  violating  the 
rights  of  patentees,"  reported,  that  it  is  not  expe- 
dient to  make  such  provision  ;  which  report  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  He.mphill,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Cumberland  Road,  reported  a  bill  for  the  pres- 
ervation and  repair  of  that  road  ;  which  bill  was 
read,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Crowninbhield,  from  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  the  subject  has  been  re- 
ferred, reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  Per- 
ry ;  which  was  read,  and  committed  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole. 

The  resolution  yesterday  offered  by  Mr.  Mer- 
cer, was  taken  up  for  consideration  ;  and,  after  a 
few  observations  from  him  explanatory  of  his  ob- 
jects in  moving  it,  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pllmer,  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, the  Committee  oq  Military  Affairs  were  in- 
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structed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  provid-!  passed  in  1822,  establishing  a  post  route  between 
ing,  by  law,  lor  the  final  settlement,  on  principles    St.  Augustine  and  Pensacola,  in  the  Floridas. 
of  equity  and  ju>tice,  ol  the  claims  of  the  State  !      Rtsolved,    That,  inasmuch    as    the   Postmaster 
ol  New   Hamp>hire  against    the    United   Spates,    General,  in   his  report,  slates,  that,  unless  other- 

j  ^.j^p  instructed  by  Congress,  he  must  necessarily, 
I  in  the  fulfilment  of  that  law,  close  a  very  disad- 
vantageous contract,  that  it  he  advisable  for  the 


for  militia  services  during  the  late  war  with  Great 
Britain. 

The  resolution  yesterday  offered  by  Mr.  Al- 
len, of  Tennessee,  callirig  ior  a  List  of  Distribut- 
ing Post  Offices,  was  taken  up  and  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Strong,  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  establishing  a  Surveyor's  of- 


commiltee  to  report  specially,  and  as  soon  as  con- 
venient. 

The  House  then  went  into  a  Commiitee\)f  the 
Whole,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  M. 
Collier.     The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims 


.„,.,_  -  ---.  .^;w.  .>  ui-    vyuniri.      ±  lie  itj;wri  ui  iiie  ^^ommiiiee  oi  i^iaims 

dee  in  each  ot  the  States  and  lerrilories  in  which    thereon  having  been  read,  the  Committee  rose  and 


the  public  lands  of  the  United  States  are  situated 
Mr.  Allen,  of  Massachusetts,  laid  the  follow- 
ing resolution  on  the  table,  for  consideration  on 
to-morrow,  viz: 

Resolved,  That  the  Postmaster  General  he  directed 
to  lay  before  the  House,  a  statement  of  the  number 
of  miles  of  post  roads,  existing  by  law  in  each  State 
and  Territory,  f.)r  each  of  the  three  years  next  pre- 
ceding the  tirst  of  .\pril  lawt ;  the  numl>er  of  miles  of 
said  road  wb«Teon  the  mail  was  actually  carried  in 
each  of  those  years,  together  wiih  the  yearly  expense 


reported  the  bill  without  amendment;  and  the 
bill  wa<:  ordered,  without  opposition,  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  He.mphill,  the  consideraiion 
of  the  bill  providing  for  the  obtaining  of  surveys 
and  plans  on  the  subject  of  roads  and  canals, 
was  made  the  order  ol  the  day  for  the  tenth  of 
January. 

GR.ANTS  OF  LAND  FOR  EDUCATION. 
Mr.  Kent  moved  that  the  House  do  come  to  the 


of  transporting  the  mail  ;  the  yearly  compensation  of    fullowint»  resolution  : 

postmasters,  and  the  incidental  expenses  thereon.  .\lso,  I       n.^.i^j    tu  .  ..      v  .    i.    • 

a  st.temeni  of  the  amount  of  postage  which  accrued  i  jnt^Tl         '    V       '  ^^r'"'"*^*  ^'«  appointed  to  inquire 

in  each  State   and   Terntorv  in  each  of  those  years  ;    l"/li  '    .?    .''"7  ?    ?K    ^"^  '"'^  an  appropnal.on 

the  yearly  rece.pU  therefroi  ;  the  yearly  balanL  A.;  '  "^  »KP"^'''<^  '*"^«  .'«    ^^e   purposes  of  education,  in 

and  a 

post  a 

and  i 


.V,  n.      K  '      ""^"^'    ."^  ;  ^"^  Y  I-   r  r  '  »ho8e  States  to  which    no  grants  have  yet  been  made, 

i.a.nst  them,   respectively,  and  the    balances  of  ,  .,  ^j,!  correspond,  in  a  jSst  proportion,  with  the  apl 

fJrJ  1  '^             "'  '•'^  "'^"'^  ^'"''  "°*  '^"^    propriations  which  may  have  been  made  heretofore,  i^n 
n  arrears.  !#■„..„.  „»-.i ts... . i   .l..    _-:i    ■..      l 


Mr.  Rankin  laid  on  the  table  the  following  re- 
solution, for  consideration  on  to-morrow,  viz: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  furnish  this  House  a  particular  statement, 
containing  the  names  of  any  receivers  of  public 
moneys  in  the  land  oriices  of  the  United  States,  who 
may  have  failed  to  make  their  returns  and  payments 
of  public  money,  according  to  law,  or  when  required 
by  the  Treasury  Department  ;  the  amount  due  from 
such   receivers,  severally  ;  the  time   when    the  same 


favor  of  those  States  ;  and  that   said  committee  have 
leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Kent  said,  he  offered  the  resolution  just 
read,  not  only  from  the  importance  of  the  object 
embraced  by  it,  but  because  certain  resolutions 
which  had  passed  the  Legislature  of  the  Stale  of 
which  he  was  a  representative,  had  been  present- 
ed to  the  last  Congress,  and  not  finally  acted  on. 
His  object  in  calling  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  the  resolution  at  this  time,  was,  to  obtain  their 


ought  to  have  been  paid  to  the  Government;  the  !  ^*'^^^'""  *^"  '^' *^'^*^'°''*'^'*'' ''^^^ '*^*' ^^*^^  "^ '^^^""y" 
measures  adopted  to  punish  any  such  delinquency  and  '  '^nd.  and  those  States  equally  interested  with  her, 
coerce  the  payment;  and  the  names  of  the  places  "^'S^^  t'*''"'^^  ^^e  contemplated  advantages  from 
where  such  offices  are  situated.  t  it ;  but  if,  contrary  to  their  just  expectations,  the 

.Mr.  Owen  laid  on  the  table  the  foIloWino-  res-  I  ^'ecision  should  be  unfavorable,  that  they  might 
olution,  for  consideration  on  to-morrow  •       "         j  ^^^^  ^^*^^^  attention  to  some  other  source  for  the 

Resohed,  That  the   Secretary  of  the  i^easury  be    J^-'"'""''''"  ^'^ '^^  ""^''''^"^  P"'P^'^' ""^  ^'^"*'*''°°* 
directed  to   lay  before   this   House  a  statement  ol' the 
sums  of  money  that  have  been  received  in  the  Treas- 
ury from  the  two  per  cent.  fund,  payable  on  the  sales 


of  public  lands  in  the  States  of  .Missouri,  Illinois.  In- 
diana. Ohio.  Mississippi  and  Alabama,  designating 
the  yearly  and  total  amount  paid  in  from  each  of  said 
States  ;  and  how  much  money  has  been  advanced  by 
the  General  Government,  for  the  repayment  of  which 
these  funds,  or  any  of  them,  are  pledged  ;  also,  the 
yearly  and  total    amount  in  each  of  the  above  named 


He  would  mention,  for  the  information  of  the 
House,  that  Maryland  was  not  singular  in  adopt- 
ing the  principle  contained  in  the  resolution  ;  that 
it  had  received,  after  a  deliberate  examination,  the 
approbation  of  the  Legislatures  of  several  of  the 
Slates — the  disapprobation  of  but  few.  Mr.  K. 
hoped  the  resolution  would  be  adopted,  that  the 
subject  might  be  fully  examined. 

The  question  being  on  agreeing  to  the  resolve, 
Mr.  Rankin  observed,  that  a  similar  proposition 


States,  arising  from  the  three  per  cent  funds  payable    to  that  now  offered  had  been    brought  forward  by 
oil  the  sale  of  public  lands,  and  what   sums,  if 'any,    the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  at  a  former  session 
have  been  advanced  to  each  of  said  Siatek,  of  the  three  |  of  Congress 
per  cent,  funds. 


Or)  motion  of  Mr.  Van  Wvck, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Of- 
fice and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  propriety  of  repealing  that  part  of  the  law, 
iSihCoN.  1st  Sfisa.— 27 


and  he  regretted  that  it  had  not, 
now,  been  llirown  into  the  same  form  as  when  be- 
fore offered.  It  was  then  presented  in  an  affirm- 
ative shape,  which  afforded  facility  for  a  more  di- 
rect and  immediate  discussion  of  the  merits  of  the 
proposition  by  the  House.     He  was  opposed  to  the 
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reference  of  this  inquiry  to  a  select  committee,  if !  morial  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian 
it  went  to  a  committee  at  all ;  not  on  any  special,  }  Affairs.  •  ,    r         j 

but  on  a  <Tcncral  principle.  It  was  the  well-known  |  Mr.  Poinsett  presented  a  memorial  of  sundry 
and  universal  usage,  in  appointing  select  commit-  :  banking  institutions  in  Charleston,  in  South  Car- 
tees  to  compose  tLm  of  the  known  friends  of  the  '  olina,  and  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  same  place, 
measures  proposed;  in  consequence  of  which  only  ,  praying  for  a  repeal  of  the  14th  section  of  the 
an  ex  varte  view  of  subjects  was  presented  to  the  I  Act  incorporating  the  Bank  of  the  Lnited  States, 
Housfin  the  reports  of  the  committees,  atid  time  !  by  which  the  bills  of  that  bank,  without  rcterence 
was  consumed    in  obtaining,  by   discussion,   the  :  to  the  place  where  issued,  are  made  every  where 


views  of  gentlemen  of  the  opposite  opinion.  But, 
a  standing  committee  was  a  sort  of  general  tri- 
bunal, composed  neither  of  the  friends  nor  the 
opposers  ot  any  particular  measure — such  a 
committee  was  likely  to  present  a  more  general 
view  of  subjects  committed  to  their  consideration, 
than  a  select  committee;  and,  should  they  report 


receivable  in  all  payments  to  the  Government. — 
Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  made  a  report  on  the 
petition  of  Orange  Heaton,  and  Josiah  Hubbard, 
jr.,  which  was  read,  and  the  resolution  therein 
submitted  concurred  in,  viz:  that  the  prayer  of 


against  any  particular  measure,  its  advocates  had    the  petitioners  ought  not  to  be  granted, 
still  their  appeal  to  the  House,  and  full  liberty  to        Mr.  McLane,  Irom  the  same  committee  also 
discuss  its  merits.     He  thought  the  subject  of  the    made  a  report  on  the  petition  ol   Jacob  Babbit 
resolution  had  better  be  referred   to  the  Commit-    accompanied   by  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which  bill 

was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  ot 

the  Whole. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 


tee  on  Public  Lands — not  because  he  happened 
personally  to  be  connected  with  that  committee, 
Dut  because  the  nature  of  the  object  embraced  by 
the  resolution  seemed  naturally  to  belong  to  it. 

Mr.  Cook  considered  the  resolution,  though  on 
the  face  of  it  merely  proposing  an  inquiry,  to  in- 
volve principle,  masmuch  as  the  expediency  of 
any  inquiry  into  the  subject  must  depend  upon 
the  supposed  existence  of  a  fact  which  is  denied 

-namely,  liie  fact  that  grants  of  land  have  been 


Committee  of  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Jeremiah  Manning;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Committee 
on  Private  Lund  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the 
petition  of  Jacob  Shafer,  accompanied  by  a  bill 
I  for  his  relief;  which   bill  was  read  twice,  and 


raade,wiihoutanequivaTent,tosomeof  the  States,  I  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House 

and  not  to  others.    This,  Mr.  C.  said,  was  a  posi-  ,  to-morrow.  ,  ,    tt 

A  mes>age  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
i  that  the  Senate  have  pas>ed  an  act,  entitled  "An 
'  act  for  the  relief  of  persons  imprisoned  for  debt," 


tion  which  he,  for  one,  denied.     If  the  object  of 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland  was  to  create  a 
fund  for  the  promotion  of  education,  let  it  be  ab-  \ 
stract,  and  not  based  upon  a  supposed  fact  which 
does  not  exist.     Let  the  fund  apply  equally  to  all 
the  States  of  the  Union,  without  attempting  to 
discriminate  between  the  new  and  the  old  States.  ■ 
He  objected,  however,  to  the  reference  of  the  res-  ; 
olution  to  any  committee  in  its  present  form,  be-  ! 
cause  it  took  for  its  basis  that  which  was,  in  point  ■ 
of  fact,  untrue.  ' 

Mr.  Jennings  said,  he  apprehended  the  resolu-  ' 
tion  was  not  very  well  understood  by  the  House. 
It  certainly  was  not   by  him,  judging   from  the 
remarks  which  had  been  made  upon  it.     For  fur-  j 
ther  examination  of  it,  he  moved  that  the  resolve  ' 
lie  on  the  table,  and  be  printed. 

Which  motion  was  agreed  to. 


in  which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Cocke  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
for  consideration  on  to-morrow,  viz  : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  State* 
be  rtquested  to  cunimunicate  to  this  House  copies  of 
all  contracts  for  cannon,  cannon  shot,  mu^ketd,  and 
other  small  arms,  for  the  u»c  of  the  United  Slate*, 
which  have  been  entered  into  since  the  1st  January, 
1820,  and  that  be  state  whetiier  notice  for  proposals 
was  given  for  each  contract  in  any  newspaper,  if  so, 
in  what  paper,  and  how  long  before  lh«  contrjct  was 
concluded  ;  who  are  interested  in  each,  ostensibly,  or 
as  secret  partner,  so  far  as  be  may  have  been  ioforiucd 
or  believes. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Strong,  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  selling  the  schooners  and  vessels 
purchased  under  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  author- 
izing an  additional  naval  force  for  the  suppression 
of  piracy.'' 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hayward,  the  Committee 
on  Post  Offices  and  Po-t  Roads  were  directed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repealing  the  4ih 
and  5th  sections  of  an  act  of  Congress,  passed  on 
the  27th  of  February,  so  far  as  the  same  relate  to 


Wednesday,  December  17. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  from  Pennsylvania, 
Henry  Wil-son,  appeared,  was  qualified,  and 
look  his  seat. 

Mr.  Hemphill  presented  a  memorial  of  a  meet- 
ing of  the  Synod  of  Philadelphia,  emhracing  the 
Presbyterian  Churches  in  the  southwe>tern  part 
of  Ne^' Jersey,  the  Eastern    District  of  Ptnn'^yl- 

vani^rthe  Statesof  Maryland  and  Delaware,  and  the  conveyance  of  letters  and  packets,  by  steam- 
the  District  of  Columbia,  convened  at  George-  '  boat  packets,  and  other  ves.sels,  not  employed  by 
town,  in  said  Dl^t^ict,  in  October,  1S23,  praying  j  the  Postmaster  General  in  transporting  the  mail 
for  an   increase  of  the  annual   appropriation  for    of  the  United  States. 

civilizing  the  Indian  tribes  and  introducing  the  j  On  motion  of  Mr  Lathroi*,  the  Committee  ol 
knowledge  of  letters  among  them  ;    which  me-  |  Ways  and  Means  were  directed   to  consider  the 
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expediency  of  enlarging  the  terras  on  which  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  under  the 
fifth  section  ol  the  act  passed  March  3,  1807,  en- 
titled "An  act  to  provide  for  the  redemption  of 
the  public  debt,"  may  purchase  that  portion  of 
the  public  debt  which  will  become  reimburseable 
on  the  1st  day  of  January,  1825. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Call,  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  excluding  foreign  wreckers  and  fish- 
ermen from  wrecking  and  fishing  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  on  the  coast  of 
Florida;  and  further,  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  giving  encouragement  and  protection 
to  the  American  wreckers  on  the  coast  of  Florida. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Storrs,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  compen- 
sation for  a  private  Secretary  to  the  President  of 
the  United  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rankin,  the  Clerk  of  this 
House  was  directed  to  prepare  and  lay  before  the 
House,  so  soon  as  it  can  be  conveniently  done,  a 
complete  index  to  all  the  printed  volumes  which 
contain  the  communications  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  and  of  the  several  Departments 
of  the  Government,  to  Congress,  and  the  reports 
of  the  Committees  of  Congress. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Charles  M.  Collier,"  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  order  of  the  day  on  the  bill  to  authorize 
the  State  of  Indiana  to  open  a  canal  through  the 
public  lands,  to  connect  the  navigation  of  the 
rivers  Wabash  and  the  Miami  of  Lake  Erie,  be- 
ing called,  it  was  postponed  until  the  second  Mon- 
day in  January  next. 

The  order  of  the  day  on  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Sarah   Perry,  being  called,  it  was  postponed  i 
until  Monday  next. 

The  resolution  yesterday  offered  by  Mr.  Allen, 
of  Massachusetts,  calling  on  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral for  certain  details  of  his  Department  for  the 
last  three  years,  was  called  up,  and  agreed  to. 

The  resolution  yesterday  offered  by  Mr.  Ran- 
kin, calling  for  a  list  of  the  defaulters  in  the  land 
offices  of  the  United  States,  was  taken  up,  and 
agreed  to. 

The  resolution  yesterday  offered  by  Mr.  Owen, 
calling  for  a  statement  of  the  amount  and  appli- 
cation of  the  two  per  cent,  and  three  per  cent, 
funds  payable  out  ot  the  sales  of  public  lands  in 
the  Western  and  Southern  States,  was  taken  up, 
and  agreed  to. 

CHESAPE.AKE  AND  OHIO  CAXAL. 

Mr.  Little,  of  Maryland,  offered  for  considera- 
tion the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Chesapeake 
and  Ohio  Canal  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  authorizing  the  employment,  under  the 
direction  of  the  President,  of  a  part  of  ihe  corps  of 
engineers,  in  surveying  the  grounds  and  ascertain- 
ing the  best  route  in  uniting  the  waters  of  the  Ohio 
with  the  Chesapeake,  by  way  of  the  Susquehannah 
river. 


Mr.  Mercer  suggested  that  the,object  intended 
to  be  obtained  by  the  resolution,  was  included  in 
the  general  provisions  of  the  bill  reported  yester- 
day by  his  honorable  friend  from  Pennsylvania, 
(Mr.  Hemphiul,)  and  which  is  made  the  order  of 
the  day  for  some  time  in  January  next;  but,  if 
any  special  provision  on  this  subject  was  desired 
by  the  honorable  mover,  he  had  only  to  add  a 
small  sum  to  the  appropriations  for  the  quarter- 
master's department,  lor  the  purpose  of  covering 
the  incidental  expenses  of  the  survey  ;  for  the 
President  of  the  United  States  has  already  as  full 
power  as  any  vote  of  this  House  could  confer 
upon  him  over  the  whole  corps  of  topographical 
engineers,  and  is  fully  competent  to  order  the  in- 
vestigation proposed  by  the  resolution  of  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Maryland. 

Mr.  Little  said  that  he  had  imperfectly  heard 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  but  he  would  state 
the  reasons  which  induced  him  to  submit  the 
resolution.  Last  year  the  Legislature  of  Mary- 
land appointed  commissioners  to  survey  the  course 
of  a  part  of  the  Susquchannah  river,  with  a  view 
to  the  rendering  of  it  navigable.  These  commis- 
sioners, in  the  report,  notice  the  waters  of  the 
Juniata,  and  their  connexion  with  the  waters  of 
the  West.  That  part  of  the  President's  Message 
which  refers  to  the  subject  of  connecting  the 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio,  speaks  only  of  llie  Poto- 
mac. It  was  his  object  in  this  resolution,  Mr.  L. 
said,  to  direct  the  attention  of  the  committee  men- 
tioned in  it  to  the  waters  of  the  Susquehannah, 
as  presenting  an  eligible  mode  of  connecting  the 
bay  and  the  Ohio.  It  proposed  simply  an  in- 
quiry—gentlemen by  voting  for  it  would  commit 
themselves  to  no  measures;  and  if,  after  hearing 
the  report  of  the  committee,  they  disapproved  of 
the  object,  they  were  under  no  obligation  to  em- 
brace the  plan. 

Mr.  CoNDicT  ob'^erved,  in  support  of  the  ground 
taken  by  Mr.  Mercer,  that  it  was  known  to  him 
that,  during  the  last  Summer,  General  Bernard, 
with  other  persons,  was  occupied  in  exploring 
and  surveying,  under  the  direction  of  the  Presi- 
dent, the  different  routes  for  the  canal  to  connect 
the  waters  of  the  Delaware  and  the  Hudson,  and 
for  other  proposed  canal.s.  He  thought  the  reso- 
lution, therefore,  unnecessary,  as  the  Secretary  of 
War  had  full  power  to  employ  the  same  gentle- 
men on  the  route  now  proposed. 

Mr.  Mercer  was  sorry  he  had  not  been  per- 
fectly heard,  but  the  gentleman  from  Maryland 
niust  distinctly  perceive,  that  his  objections  were 
directed  against  the  policy  of  legislating  unneces- 
sarily on  this  subject.  The  President  pos.sesses 
already  as  much  power  as  Congress  can  give  him 
over  the  whole  army,  and  over  the  topographical 
engineers,  as  a  part  of  our  Military  Establish- 
ment; and  all  that  was  necessary  was  to  provide 
for  the  payment  of  the  expenses  of  a  few  pack- 
horses,  or  other  modes  of  transportation.  But  he 
objected  to  the  whole  resolution,  because  the 
ground  of  it  was  already  covered  by  the  bill 
brought  in  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
and  because  the  committee  had  no  need  of  in- 
struction, being  already  generally  in  possession 
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of  the  whole  subject,  by  the  terms  of  their  ap- 
pointment. 

Mr.  Little  said  he  was  not  disposed  to  press 
the  resolution  to  a  decision  now.  He  had  thought 
it  perfectly  in  order  to  move  it,  since  the  Presi- 
dent, in  his  Message,  expressly  recommended  the 
general  subject  to  the  attention  of  Congress. 

The  resolution  was,  with  the  consent  of  the 
mover,  laid  upon  the  table. 

ERRORS  IN  THE  LAND  OFFICES. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  supplementary  to  an  act  approved  on 
the  third  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  nmeteen,  entitled  "An  act  providing  for 
the  correction  of  errors  in  making  entries  of  land 
at  the  land  offices." 

[This  bill  enacts,  "  That,  where  any  mistake  may 
have  been  made,  or  may  hereafter  be  made,  by  any 
purchaser  of  the  public  lands,  in  designating  the  tract 
intended  to  be  purchased,  such  person  may  exhibit  bis 
own  affidavit,  and  such  other  evidence  as  may  be  in 
his  power,  showing  the  mistake  to  the  regi»ster  or  re- 
ceiver of  the  district  in  which  the  purchase  was  made  ; 
and  the  register  and  receiver  shall  transmit  the  evi- 
dence submitted  to  them  in  any  case,  together  with 
their  written  opinion  or  opinions  on  the  sul'ject,  to  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  who,  on  an 
examination  of  the  facts,  shall  be  authorized  to  change 
the  entry,  and  transfer  the  payment  to  the  tract  in- 
tended to  have  been  entered,  if  unsold  ;  but,  if  sold, 
to  any  other  tract  liable  to  entry  :  Provided,  He  shall 
be  satia>fied  that  a  mistake  has  been  made. "J 

Mr.  Ra.nki.v,  of  Mississippi,  the  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  who  had  re- 
ported the  bill,  observed  that  the  act  of  1S19,  on 
the  subject  of  correctmg  errors  in  the  land  offices, 
had  given  power  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Gen- 
eral Land  Office  to  correct  only  such  erroneous 
entries  as  arose  from  wrong  marks  having  been 
attached  to  tracts  of  the  public  land  sold.  Under 
this  act,  some  cases  of  peculiar  hardship  had  arisen, 
which  It  was  not  in  the  power  of  the  land  office  to 
correct.  New  settlers,  ignorant  of  the  country, 
and  of  the  quality  of  land  in  the  diflerent  tracts, 
were  in  the  habit  of  applying  to  their  neighbors, 
who  were  already  settled,  for  directions,  and  they 
had  sometimes  received  mistaken  information,  by 
which  they  were  induced  to  purchase  land  which 
proved  entirely  worthless.  The  bill  now  before 
the  Committee  was  intended  to  provide  for  cases 
of  this  description,  where  errors  had  taken  place 
without  any  fraudulent  design  in  the  parties  con- 
cerned. 

Mr.  Cook,  of  Illinois,  then  rose,  and  said,  that, 
when  the  subject  of  this  bill  was  before  the  Com- 
mittee of  Public  Lands,  he  happ*:'ned  to  be  in  such 
a  state  of  health  as  not  to  be  able  to  attend  the 
comraitt^.  He  now  proposed  an  amendment, 
which  he  said  embraced  a  class  of  cases  of  equal 
merit  with  that  provided  for  by  the  bill.  He,  him- 
self, knew  of  but  one  case  of  the  sort,  but  there 
might  be  others.  The  case  was  this  :  The  law  of 
1820.  which  authorized  the  surrender  of  lands  by 
th«  purchasers,  in  certain  cases,  gave  rise  to  a 
great  deal  of  business  m  the  land  offices,  and  per- 


sons having  business  with  them  were,  in  many 
cases,  obliged  to  transact  business  by  means  of 
agents  or  deputies.  It  thus  happened,  in  the  case 
to  which  he  had  particular  reference,  the  land 
which  the  purchaser  intended  to  retain  was  relin- 
quished, and  that  which  he  wished  to  relinquish 
was  retained,  though,  compared  with  the  other, 
unimproved,  and  of  inferior  value.  This  was  a 
mistaKe  which  the  register  and  receiver  did  not 
feel  themselves  authorized  to  correct,  though  ap- 
prized of  it  the  next  day  after  it  happened,  and 
perfectly  willing  to  have  done  it,  had  it  been  in 
their  power.  The  amendment  he  offered  was  in- 
tended to  provide  for  cases  of  this  description. 

After  some  conversation,  this  amendment  of 
Mr.  Cook  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  offered  the  following, 
to  be  added  as  an  amendment  to  the  bill : 

Provided  aUo,  That  if  a  patent  shall  have  issued 
for  the  tract  so  erroneously  entered,  the  patentee  shall, 
by  •  deed  duly  executed,  relinquish  to  the  United 
States  all^his  right  to  the  same. 

In  supporting  his  amendment,  Mr.  C.  observed 
that  doubts  had  been  entertained  whether,  if  an 
error  were  discovered  alter  a  patent  for  the  land 
had  been  granted,  it  could  be  corrected  without  a 
special  act  of  Congress  for  the  purpose.  The 
present  bill,  he  thought,  should  make  provision  for 
such  a  case,  that  a  provision  so  important  should 
be  suitably  guarded. 

Mr.  Rankin  observed,  in  reply,  that  as  cases  of 
this  description  would  probably  be  few,  it  would, 
perhaps,  be  most  expedient  to  leave  them  to  be  pro- 
vided for  individually,  and  not  to  make  a  general 
rule  which  might,  it  extended  so  far,  be  liable  to 
abuse. 

Mr.  Campbell  said  that  the  gentleman  from 
Mississippi  must  be  aware  that,  under  what  was 
usually  denominated  the  "prompt  payment  sys- 
tem," the  purchaser  of  the  public  lands  was  obliged 
to  make  immediate  payment  for  the  land  he  bought 
of  Government,  and  the  patent  was  issued  very 
shortly  afterwards.  It  was  but  fair  if  an  error 
had  innocently  taken  place  in  the  description  of 
bis  lot,  it  should  be  corrected,  even  after  the  pat- 
ent had  issued.  If  provision  was  made  to  correct 
such  an  error,  however,  by  granting  to  the  pur- 
chaser the  lot  as  truly  described,  Mr.  C.  added,  it 
was  also  no  more  than  fair  that  he  should,  by  a 
valid  deed,  reconvey  to  the  United  States  the  lot 
which  he  held  under  the  erroneous  patent ;  else, 
it  might  happen  that  he  would  hold  the  fee  of  two 
lots,  when  he  had  paid  fur  only  one. 

The  question  being  then  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Campbell,  it  was  carried  in  the  af- 
tirmative — Ayes  82. 

Mr.  Wright,  of  Ohio,  then  proposed  an  amend- 
ment to  meet  a  case  of  an  opposite  description, 
where  the  .settler  had,  through  error,  been  obliged 
to  pay  more  than  once  the  purcha.se-money  for 
land  bought  of  the  United  States.  The  amend- 
ment in  such  case  proposed  to  require  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  to  refund  the  amount  over- 
paid, without  the  intervention  of  any  special  act 
of  Congress  for  that  purpose. 
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Mr.  Rankin  said,  he  did  not  readily  perceive 
how  a  case  could  occur,  under  the  present  system 
for  disposing  of  the  public  lands,  such  as  that  for 
which  the  amendment  of  the  gentlemen  from 
Ohio,  was  intended  to  provide.  But,  if  such  an 
error  should  occur,  it  migh',  by  the  provisions  of 
the  present  bill,  be  corrected  by  the  register  and 
receiver  of  the  land  office  concerned. 

Mr.  Ros3,  of  Ohio,  rose  to  suggest  to  his  col- 
league a  doubt  whether  it  was  competent  to  the 
House  to  incorporate  into  the  bill  a  general  pro- 
vision of  this  description,  the  object  of  which  is 
to  enable  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  refund 
money  which,  having  been  overpaid  by  a  pur- 
chaser of  public  land,  has  actually  gone  into  the 
Treasury.  There  would  be  some  danger  in  en- 
couraging a  license  of  this  kind  ;  and,  besides, 
Mr.  R.  said,  if  he  understood  the  matter  correctly, 
money  cannot  constitutionally  be  drawn  from  the 
Treasury  without  previous  special  appropriation 
by  law.  Looking  at  the  proposition  in  this  light, 
he  felt  some  scruples  in  voting  for  it. 

Mr.  Wright  said,  it  was  perhaps  true,  as  sug- 
gested by  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi,  that 
cases  of  this  description  cannot  occur  under  the 
present  system  for  disposing  of  the  public  lands. 
But  cases  of  the  kind  had  occurred  heretofore,  one 
of  which,  being  within  his  knowledge,  had  in- 
duced this  motion.  It  was  not  his  wish,  however, 
to  embarrass  this  bill,andif  the  gentleman  thought 
such  would  be  the  effect  of  pressing  the  amend- 
ment, he  would  withdraw  it,  and  offer  it  hereafter 
as  a  separate  proposition. 

Mr.  Rankin  thought  that  the  suggestion  of  his 
friend  upon  the  right  (Mr.  Ross)  was  a  very  im- 
jx)rtant  one,  and  entitled  to  great  weight  with  the 
Committee.  It  was  a  principle  of  the  utmost  con- 
sequence to  guard  against  any  appropriation  of 
money  from  the  Treasury  but  by  s{)ecial  acts  of 
Congress.  If,  however,  thegentlt-man  who  moved 
the  amendment  considered  that  the  object  intend- 
ed by  it  was  of  pressing  moment,  he  hoped  that 
he  would  present  it  in  some  form  before  the  House, 
other  than  that  of  an  amendment  to  this  bill,  which 
it  was  calculated  to  embarrass. 

Mr.  Wright  assented,and  withdrew  his  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Sanford,  of  Tennessee,  was  opposed  to  the 
bill  in  its  present  form.  Great  impositions  had 
been  already  practised  upon  Government  by  pur- 
chasers of  public  lands;  and  he  feared,  if  the  bill 
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should  pass  as  it  at  present  stood,  those  impositions 
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would  be  multiplied.     Settlers  were  in  the  habit 


very  true  that  frauds  might  be  practised  under  the 
system  as  it  now  stands,  but,  ir  so,  it  must  be  by 
perjury  either  of  the  purchaser  himself  or  of  the 
public  officers.  Such  abuses,  however,  formed  no 
just  objection  to  a  general  provision  for  the  relief 
of  those  who  really  suffer  by  accidental  errors,  &c. 
This  bill,  having  that  object  in  view,  had  under- 
gone the  strictest  scrutiny  m  the  Committee  of 
Public  Lands,  and  every  effort  had  been  made  to 
guard  its  provisions  from  abuse.  The  public  offi- 
cers best  acquainted  with  the  subject  had  beea 
consulted,  &c.  The  objection  against  the  bill, 
that  abuses  might  be  committed,  Mr.  R.  suggested, 
would  apply  with  equal  force  to  the  institution  of 
courts  of  law,  because  witnesses  might  perjure 
themselves,  dec. 

Mr.  Tri.mble,  of  Kentucky,  rose,  not  to  oppose 
the  bill,  but  to  ask  a  question  of  the  chairman  of 

j  the  Committee  of  Public  Land.s,  viz  :  whether  the 
bill  authorizes  the  officers  of  Government  to  cor- 
rect erroneous  entries.     He  stated  the  case  of  a 

j  pre-emption  right,  the  holder  of  which  died — 
when  his  heirs  came  to  make  the  entry,  it  appeared 
that  an  improper  entry  was  made,  by  which  error 
the  widow  and  children  were  thrown  out  of  their 

I  right.     It  was  obvious  that,  in   such  a  case,  the 

1  error  ought  to  be  rectified.  Mr.  T.  wished  to  know 
if  the  bill,  as  it  now  stood,  would  authorize  the 
correction  of  an  error  of  this  description. 

Mr.  Rankin  stated  that  the  case  which  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  had  mentioned,  was 
provided  for  by  the  act  of  1819 ;  but  that  act  did 
not,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  go  far  enough,  and  they  had  reported  the 
present  bill  with  a  view  to  remedy  the  defects  of 
the  law,  &c. 

Mr.  McCoy  expressed  doubts  of  the  policy  of 
this  bill.  He  thought  it  was  right  in  Government 
to  correct  the  errors  of  their  own  officers,  but  not 
of  everybody  else.  He  feared  it  would  make  pur- 
chasers careless  about  errors  for  the  future.  He 
apprehended  that  the  applications,  under  the  act, 
would  be  very  numerous  and  very  troublesome. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the  bill 
as  amended.  The  House  concurred  in  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Campbell,  and  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading — ayes  86, 
noes  52. 


scripiions  given  them  by  their  friends.  When 
they  came  to  the  land  they  had  bought,  they  of- 
ten found  those  descriptions  had  not  been  correct, 
and  they  would  change  the  tracts  they  had  fairly 
purchased  for  others  they  liked  better — an  arrange- 
ment by  which  the  Government  was  defrauded. 
He  offered,  with  a  view  to  prevent  such  imposi- 
tions, an  amendment,  which  he  thought  calculated 
to  guard  against  it. 

Mr.  Rankin  said,  that  the  amendment  was 
wholly  unnecessary,  the  entry  of  land  being  always 
made  after  the  sale,  and  not  before  it.    It  was 


Thursoav,  December  18. 

Three  other  members,  to  wnt :  from  Louisiana, 
Henry  H.  Gdrley  and  Edward  Livingston; 
and  from  New  York,  John  J.  Morgan,  appeared, 
were  qualified,  and  took  their  seats. 

Mr.  Crowninshield  presented  a  memorial  of 
the  Directors  of  the  Salem  Laboratory  Company, 
established  for  the  manufacture  of  Roman  vitriol, 
alum,  refining  saltpetre,  and  other  chemical  pro- 
cesses, praying  that  the  duty  imposed  on  those 
articles,  or  their  preparations,  may  be  changed 
from  ad  valorem  to  specific  duties. 

Mr.  Breck  presented  a  memorial  of  sundry  in- 
habitants of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia, 
praying  for  an  early  and  thorough  revision  of  the 
tariff  of  duties  on  importations  from  foreign  coun- 
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tries,  so  as  to  afford  that  protection  to  manufac- 
tures which  the  Government  affords  to  commerce. 

Mr.  Wright  presented  a  memorial,  having  the 
same  object  in  view,  from  inhabitants  oi  the 
county  of  Jefferson,  in  the  State  of  Ohio. 

The  said  memorials  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Rankin  presented  a  petition  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Pembina,  on  the  Red  river  of  Hudson's 
bay,  a  colony  settled  by  the  late  Lord  Selkirk, 
setting  forth  that,  upon  a  recent  survey,  it  is  found 
that  they  are  situated  within  the  limits  of  the 
United  States,  and  praying  to  be  secured  in  the 
possession  of  their  property;  that  they  may  be 
confirmed  in  their  land  claims ;  and  that  the  rights 
and  privileges  enjoyed  by  citizens  of  the  United 
States  may  be  extended  to  them;  which  petition 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Conway  presented  a  petition  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  pray- 
ing that  a  separate  surveyor  general  may  be 
assigned  to  said  Territory;  which  petition  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Johnson,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Thomas  W.  Bacot ;  which  was  twice  read, 
and  committed. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  laid  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  on  the  table,  for  consideration 
on  to-morrow,  viz : 

RcMolted,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  lay  tieibre  this  House  any  infurmation 
he  may  have  received,  and  which  he  may  not  deem  it 
improper  to  communicate,  relating  to  the  present  con- 
dition  and  future  prospects  of  the  Greeks. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Moore,  of  Kentucky,  the 
Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  granting 
the  bounty  land  to  Thomas  Pendergrass,  the  rep- 
resentative of  James  Albert,  deceased,  a  soldier  in 
the  late  war  with  Great  Britain. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Trimble,  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  authorizing  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  direct  sales  to  be  made,  from 
time  to  time,  of  such  arms,  ammunition,  and  mili- 
tary stores,  as  are  not  wanted,  or  are  unfit  for 
public  service. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ellis,  the  Committee  of 
Claims  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  account 
of  Henry  Alward,  E«q.,  against  the  United  States, 
for  apprehending  and  delivering  two  deserters  to 
a  detachment  of  the  Army  then  under  the  com- 
mand of  Colonel  William  N.  Irwin,  at  Sunbury, 
in  Pennsylvania,  and  that  they  report  thereon. 

The  letter  of  William  H.  Jones,  accompanied 
by  a  copy  of  a  New  Universal  Atlas,  addressed  to 
the  Speaker  on  the  12th  instant,  was  referred  to 
the  Joint  Library  Committee. 

The  engrossed  bill  supplementary  to  the  law 
for  the  correction  of  errors  in  making  entries  of 
land  at  the  land  offices,  being  called  up  for  con- 
sideration, 

Mr.  Rankin  said,  that,  since  yesterday,  he  had 
had  various  suggestions  made  to  him  by  members 
for  whose  opinion  he  entertained  very  high  re- 


spect, as  well  as  from  the  present  Commissioner 
of  the  General  Land  Office;  and  considering  the 
vote  of  yesterday  as  a  pledge  that  the  House  would 
certainly  act  on  the  subject,  and  feeling  desirous 
that  the  bill  should,  as  far  as  possible,  meet  the 
wishes  of  gentlemen,  he  was  induced,  on  a  con- 
sideration of  the  whole  subject,  to  move  that  the 
bill  be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  be  made  as  perfect  as  practicable. 

The  House  concurred  in  this  motion. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  of  the 
12th   instant,  on   the  case  of  the  levy  court  of 
Calvert  county,  in   the  State  of  Maryland,  was 
taken  up  and  recommitted  to  that  committee. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  "An  act  sup- 
plementary to  an  act  entitled  'An  act  for  the 
relief  of  persons  imprisoned  for  debt,"  was  read 
the  first  time. 

CUMBERLAND  ROAD. 

Mr.  Stewart,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Cumberland  Road,  reported  "A  bill  for  the  con- 
tinuation of  the  Cumberland  road;"  which  was 
twice  read,  and  committed. 

The  motion  to  commit  the  bill  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  being  under  consideration — 

Mr.  Rankin  rose,  and  said,  that  he  was  one  of 
those  persons  who  are  disposed  to  commit  the 
whole  strength  and  resources  of  this  nation  on  the 
subject  of  internal  improvements.  He  believed, 
also,  that  the  nation  was  prepared  to  go  all  lengths 
on  that  subject.  But  he  was  unwilling  to  take  up 
so  great  a  system  of  measures,  by  small  parts  at  a 
time.  The  bill  reported  by  his  friend  from  Penn- 
sylvania, (Mr.  Hemphill,)  embraced  the  entire 
subject ;  and  he  hoped  that  the  present  bill,  instead 
of  going  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  would  be 
referred  to  the  same  committee  with  the  general 
bill,  which  was  already  before  the  House.  He 
was  not  adverse  to  the  particular  measure  em- 
braced by  this  bill ;  he  did  not  care  at  what  point 
the  general  system  of  internal  improvement  should 
be  commenced,  but  he  hoped  that,  on  that  system, 
we  should  either  move  as  a  nation,  or  not  move  at 
all. 

Mr.  Cook  said  he  was  decidedly  opposed  to  act 
upon  the  bill  in  i^s  present  state,  and  was  proceed- 
ing to  make  some  remarks  on  the  principle  of  the 
bill,  when  he  was  reminded  by  the  Speaker  that 
any  discussion  of  the  merits  of  the  bill  in  its  pres- 
ent stage  would  be  out  of  order. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jennings,  the  bill  was  laid 
upon  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

CONTR.\CTS  FOR   CANNON,  Ac. 

The  resolution  yesterday  proposed  by  Mr.  Cocke, 
was  then  taken  up  for  consideration,  in  the  follow- 
ing words: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  this  House  copies  of 
all  contracts  for  cannon,  cannon  shot,  muskets,  and 
other  small  arms,  for  the  use  of  the  United  Slates, 
which  have  been  entered  into  since  the  first  of  January, 
1820,  and  that  he  state  whether  notice  for  proposal* 
was  given  for  each  contract  in  any  newspaper,  if  so, 
in  what  paper,  and  how  long  before  the  contract  was 
concluded  ;  who  art  interested  in  each,  ostensibly,  or 
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a»  $eeret  partner,  so  far  as  he  may  have   been  in- 
formed, or  believes. 

Mr.  Isacks,  of  Tennessee,  proposed  as  an  ainend- 
naent,  to  strike  out  the  last  clause  of  the  resolution, 
(in  italics,)  and  to  insert  in  its  room  the  following : 
"  Who  are  the  persons  with  whom  such  contracts 
were  made,  and  whether  there  are  any  other  persons 
beneficially  interested  therein;  if  so,  who  they  are, 
and  in  what  cases,  so  far  as  he  may  be  informed." 

Mr.  Cocke  said,  that,  though  he  believed,  if  the 
amendment  was  adopted,  all  his  objects  might  yet 
be  obtained,  yet,  if  his  friend  would  retiect  for  a 
moment,  there  was  a  part  of  his  amendment  which 
he  would  strike  out,  because,  if  copies  of  the  con- 
tracts were  laid  before  the  House,  they  would  show 
on  the  face  of  them  who  were  ostensibly  engaged 
in  the  contracts.  The  object  of  my  resolution, 
said  Mr.  C,  is  not  only  to  see  who  made  the  con- 
tracts, but  whether  any  person  is  concerned  in 
them  under  the  rose.  We  have,  in  the  statute- 
book,  laws  which  prohibit  a  certain  description  of 
persons  from  being  interested  in  contracts.  If  any 
such  are  interested  in  contracts,  though  their  names 
do  not  appear  in  them,  the  nation  ought  to  know 
it,  to  ascertain  whether  these  contracts  were  le- 
gally made.  I  have,  therefore,  asked,  (said  Mr. 
C.)  by  my  motion,  not  only  who  are  the  contrac- 
tors, but  who  are  concerned  in  the  contract,  so  far 
as  the  Executive  has  information  on  that  point. 
That,  Mr.  C.  said,  was  his  object,  and  he  cared 
not  whether  ine  word  "secret,"  or,  if  gentlemen 
chose  it,  cUvukstine,  was  inserted  in  the  resolution 
or  not.  Any  word  which  would  elicit  the  infor- 
mation which  he  wanted,  he  would  cheerfully  ac- 
quiesce in. 

Mr.  Ihacks  said,  in  reply,  that  he  had  no  dispo- 
sition to  alter  the  grounds  of  the  inquiry  proposed 
by  the  resolution  of  his  colleague.  The  same  ob- 
ject would  in  substance  be  obtained,  if  the  amend- 
ment should  be  adopted,  that  would  be  obtained 
by  the  resolution,  in  us  original  shape.  He  ac- 
kuowledged,  tor  his  own  part,  he  was  in  possession 
of  no  intormation  which  would  induce  him  either 
to  make  or  withhold  this  call ;  his  colleague,  how- 
ever, had  moved  it,  and  he  would  willingly  vote 
with  him.  All  that  he  intended  by  his  amend- 
ment was  10  change  the  terms  of  a  part  of  the  res- 
olution, which  he  thought  opeu  to  objection,  for 
others  more  acceptable.  It  was  not  necessary  for 
him  to  say  the  particular  object  he  had  in  view :  the 
bare  reading  of  the  original  clause  of  the  amendment 
would  be  sufficient  to  show  that  the  terms  of  the 
latter  were  preferable. 

The  amendment  was  adopted  without  a  di- 
vision. 

Mr.  Rich  suggested  that  every  valuable  object 
to  be  obtained  by  this  resolution  would  be  attained 
by  asking  lor  abstracts  instead  of  copies  of  the  con- 
tracts relerred  to,  and  would  save  trouble  and  ex- 
j)ense  in  the  details  of  the  preparing  and  printing 
the  papers  called  for,  and  he  submitted  an  amend- 
ment to  that  etfect. 

Mr.  Cocke  was  opposed  to  this  amendment. 
He  should  like  to  see  the  whole  contracts,  he  said 
—to  see  It  in  all  its  bearings.  There  could  not  be 
a  great  many  contracts  lor  cannon  and  cannon 


shot,  muskets,  and  small  arms,  since  the  year  1820. 
When  the  contracts  are  before  us,  said  he,  we  caa 
see  the  whole.  If  we  get  extracts,  they  may  be  ex- 
tracts of  such  parts  as  we  do  not  want  to  see,  and 
care  nothing  at  all  about.  He  hoped  gentlemei> 
would  indulge  him  so  far  as  to  let  him  look  at  the 
contracts  as  they  really  stand. 

Mr.  Rich  then  withdrew  his  amendment,  and 
the  resolution,  as  amended  by  Mr.  Ibacks'  motion^ 
was  adopted. 


Frioay,  December  19. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  presented  a  memorial  from 
the  manufacturers  of  cordage,  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  against  any  increase  which  may  be  pro- 
posed, or  contemplated  to  be  proposed,  on  foreign 
hemp,  upon  its  importation  into  the  United  States; 
which  memorial  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Brent  presented  a  memorial  of  Daniel  W. 
Coxe,  praying  for  the  confirmation  of  the  title  to 
a  tract  of  land  of  thirty  leagues  square,  lying  on 
Ouachita  river  in  Louisiana,  granted  to  the  Mar- 
quis de  Maison  Rouge,  by  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment, in  the  year  1797.  This  petition  gave  occa- 
sion to  some  conversation ;  Mr.  B.  expressing  a 
wish  that,  as  the  importance  of  the  property  in- 
volved in  the  petition,  required  a  more  thorough 
and  extensive  examination  of  the  claim,  than 
could  be  given  it  by  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 
Claims,  already  burdened,  as  that  committee  was, 
with  a  multiplicity  of  business,  it  might  go  to  a 
select  committee. 

Mr.  Owen,  of  Alabama,  concurred  in  this  de- 
sire, but  thought  that,  as  there  was  a  great  mass 
of  claims  of  a  nature  analogous  to  that  now  pre- 
sented, arising  from  the  cession  to  the  United 
States  of  Louisiana  and  the  Floridas,  it  would  be 
belter  that  a  permanent  committee  be  appointed, 
to  be  designated  "The  Committee  on  French, 
British,  and  Spanish  Land  Claims,"  to  whom 
claims  of  this  description,  exclusively,  might  be 
referred. 

The  Speaker  declared  that  a  motion  now  to 
appoint  a  committee  of  this  description  would  be 
out  of  order.     ISee  post.] 

The  petition  offered  by  Mr.  Brent  was  then 
ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Crowninshield,  from  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
Julia  Lawrence,  widow  of  Captain  James  Law- 
rence, deceased,  late  of  the  Navy  of  the  United 
States,  accompanied  by  a  bill  further  extending 
the  term  of  half-pay  pensions  to  the  widows  and 
children  of  officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  who 
died  in  the  public  service;  which  bill  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  C,  from  the  same  committee,  also  made  a 
report  on  the  petition  of  Penelope  Denny,  ac- 
companied by  a  bill  making  provision  for  her  sup- 
port ;  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  ol  Claims,  made  a  second  unfavorable 
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report  on  the  case  of  the  levy  court  of  Calvert  the  resolution  would  not  include  Missouri  in  its 
county,  in  the  State  of  Maryland  ;  which  was  provisions,  as  he  was  averse  from  having  the 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole.  j  claims  arising  in  that  Stale,  under  French  and 

Mr.  Williams's  resolution,  offered  yesterday,  Spanish  grants,  in  any  manner  mixe'd  with  the 
was  called  up,  and,  on  motion  of  the  original  British  claims,  and  he  believed  the  same  wish  was 
mover,  the  resolution  was  modified  by  omitting  entertained  by  the  delegate  from  Arkansas.  He 
the  word    '  present."  therefore  moved,  as  an  amendment,  an  exception 

Mr.  Webster  took  this  occasion  to  state  to  the    of  the  State  of  Missouri  and  the  Territory  of  Ar- 
House  that  he  should  move  for  the  consideration,    kansas  from  the  o|>eration  of  the  resolution. 
on  this  day  fortnight,  of  the  resolution  which  he        Mr.  Owen  accepted  this  amendment  as  a  modi- 
submitted  some  days   ago,  proposing  to   send  a    fication  of  his  motion, 
unission  to  Greece.  j      Mr.  Taylor  observed  that,  as  this  was  a  propo- 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Williams  was  agreed  to. ,  sition  to  create  a  new  committee,  and  of  a  per- 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Alle.n,  of  Mastiachusetts,  it  i  manent  character,  it  demanded  some  deliberation, 
was  j  The  House  had  already  two  standing  Committees 

Resolved,  That,  in  addition  to  six  hundred  copies  |  t^^  Land  Claims;  formerly  there  had  been  but 
of  the  public  documents,  ordered  to  be  printed  by  a'  one  such  committee.  The  House  had  already 
resolve  of  this  House,  passed  on  the  25th  day  of  i  subdivided  the  duly  of  con>idering  these  claims, 
March,  1818,  the  further  number  of  thirty  copiea  be  [  and  before  they  went  farther,  he  thought  !>ome 
printed,  to  supply  the  present  deficiency  for  the  uiem-  reflection  was  requisite.  He  therefore  moved  that 
bcrs  of  the  House.  I  the   resolution    lie   on    the   table.     In  which  the 

[This   is  to  supply  the  additional   number  of!  nnover  and  the  House  concurred,  and  the  resolu- 
members  introduced' into  this  House,  under  the,  t'o"  was  laid  on  the  table. 
new  apportionment,  according  to  the  late  census.]  :      Mr.  Beecher.  of  Ohio,  moved  tliat  the  bill  for 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Call,  the  Comniiitee  on  i  the  continuation  of  the  Cumberland  road,  reported 
Naval  Affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  |  yesterday,  be  now  taken  up  and  considered  ;  and 
expediency  of  establishing  a  naval  depot  in  the    t^*  question   being   taken,  it  was  decided  in  the 


harbor  of  Pensacola. 

Mr.  Wright  moved  that  the  House  do  come 
to  the  following  resolution  : 

Kesohed,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Cumberland 
Road  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
making  an  examination  and  survey  of  the  routes  from 
Washington,  in  Pennsylvania,  by  Sleubenvilie,  in 
Ohio,  and  Wellsburg,  in  Virginia,  to  ascertain  if  a 
less  expensive  and  more  eligible  route  can  be  found, 
for  the  National  road,  from  Washington  to  Columbus, 
the  seat  of  government  of  Ohio,  than  the  one  hereto- 
fore proposed;  and,  also,  to  inquire  into  the  expedi> 
ency  of  changing  the  location  of  said  road. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  disagreed  to  by 
the  House. 

FOREIGN  LAND  CL.MMS. 

Mr.  Owe.n  moved  that  the  House  do  come  to 
the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  to  be 
styled  ♦•  The  Committee  on  French,  Britwh,  and 
Spanish  Land  Claims.'' 

Mr.  Campbell  objected  to  this  resolution,  not 
on  Its  principle,  to  which  he  had  no  objection,  but 
because  its  phraseology  was  so  general  and  ex- 
tensive as  to  embrace  ihe  whole  of  the  cases  arising 
under  the  cessions  of  Louisiana  and   the   Flori 


negative — yeas  65,  nays  81. 

The  House  adjourned  to  Monday. 


Monday,  December  22. 

Mr.  Hemphill  presented  a  memorial  of  sundry 
insurance  companies  and  merchants  of  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  praying  that  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  may  adopt  measures  to  procure 
them  redress  for  spoliations  committed  on  the 
lawful  commerce  of  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States  by  French  cruisers  ;  which  memorial  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Hemphill  also  presented  a  memorial  and 
petition  of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the 
Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company,  pray- 
ing for  the  aid  and  assistance  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment in  carrying  the  contemplated  canal  into 
effect;  which  memorial  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  McCoy,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Brintnel  Rob- 
bins,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported  a  bill  fur  the  relief  of  Daniel  Carroll,  of 
das — casfs  which  had   hitherto   been  assigned  to    Duddmgton,  and  others;  which  was  read  twice, 
the  t_wo  standing  Committees  on  Public  Lands    and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 


and  Private  Land  Claims,  of  which  committees 
the  principal  business  arose  out  of  claims  of  this 


Mr.  Rich,  from  the  same  committee,  reported  a 
bill   for  the  relief  of  Loudon  Case;  which  was 


description.  Mr.  Campbell  wished  the  gentle-  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
luan  Irom  Alabama  to  understand  that  he  was 
]  not  averse  to  the  appointment  of  such  a  commit- 
tee as  he  desired— on  the  contrary  he  wished  for 
It ;  but  he  was  confident  that  the  gentleman 
would,  himself,  perceive,  on  reflection,  that  the 
language  ot  the  resolution  was  too  broad. 
Mr.  jScott  expressed  a  hope  that  the  mover  of 


Whole. 

Mr.  Livingston  laid  the  following  resolutions 
on  the  table  for  consideration  on  to  morrow,  viz : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  report  what  progress  has  beea  made  in 
erecting  lighthouses  on  the  Dry  Tortugas,  and  at  or 
near  Cape  Florida;  and  that  be  also  report  frhather 
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the  sectirity  of  the  navigation  of  the  Gulf  Stream,  be- 
tween Florida  and  the  Bahama  Banks,  does  not 
require  the  erection  of  lighthouses,  or  beacons,  or  the 
placing  of  buoys  or  floating  lights  on  some  other  places, 
on  or  near  the  coast  of  Florida. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  negotiate  with  the  Government  of 
Great  Britain  for  a  cession  of  so  much  land  on  the 
Island  of  Abaco.  at  or  near  the  Hole  in  the  Wall,  and 
at  such  other  places,  within  the  acknowledged  domin- 
ion of  that  Power,  on  the  islands,  keys,  or  shoals,  on 
the  Bahama  Banks,  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  erec- 
tion and  support  of  lighthouses,  beacons,  buoys,  or 
floating-lights,  for  the  security  of  navigation  over  and 
near  the  said  banks,  and  to  be  used  solely  for  such 
purposes. 

Resolted,  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be  directed  to 
ascertain  and  report  to  this  Houpp,  whether  the  rocks 
called  the  double-headed  shot  keys,  or  any  other  of  the 
rocks  or  desert  islets,  near  the  Bahama  banks,  but 
separated  therefrom  by  a  deep  channel,  and  on  which 
the  security  of  navigation  of  the  Gulf  of  Florida  re- 
quires that  lighthouses  or  beacons  should  be  placed, 
are  within  the  dominion  of  any  and  what  foreign 
Kingdom  or  State,  or  whether  they  are  not  now  sub- 
ject to  be  appropriated  by  the  right  of  occupancy. 

Mr.  Herrick  laid  the  following  resolution  on 
the  table  for  consideration  on  to-morrow,  viz: 

Resolved,  That  the  Postmaster  General  be  directed 
to  lay  before  this  House  a  statement  of  the  extent 
of  each  post  route  in  the  United  Slates;  the  num- 
ber of  mdes  the  mail  is  annually  transported  on 
each  route,  with  the  annual  expense  of  transportation, 
under  existing  contracts,  and  the  amount  of  postage, 
which  accrued  on  each  route,  after  deducting  the  com- 
pensation of  postmasters  and  incidental  expenses,  for 
one  year  next  preceding  the  first  day  of  Aprd  last. 

Mr.  Breck  laid  the  following  resolution  on  the 
table  for  consideration  on  to-morrow,  viz: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  furnish  thij  House  with  the  amount  of  ex- 
ports from  the  United  States  to  Greece,  Asia  Minor, 
and  Egypt,  during  the  years  1820,  1821,  and  1822; 
also,  the  amount  of  imports  therefrom,  for  the  same 
period,  distinguishing,  in  separate  columns,  the  coun- 
tries under  the  control  of  the  Turkish  Government, 
from  those  possessed  by  the  Greeks  in  arms ;  also,  the 
amount  of  duties  paid  on  said  imports  into  the  Trea- 
sury of  the  United  State:s. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Claims,  unfa- 
vorable to  the  petition  of  Garret  Fountain,  which 
was  some  days  ago  laid  on  the  table,  was  taken 
up  and  read. 

Mr.  Tyson  moved  that  the  negative  particle  in 
the  report,  which  determines  against  the  petitioner, 
be  stricken  out. 

On  which  Mr.  Willia.ms  called  for  the  reading 
of  a  report  of  the  Third  Auditor,  on  the  case  in- 
volved in  the  bill ;  after  which,  Mr.  Storrs  moved 
that  the  report  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  be  printed;  which  was  carried. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  ''  An  act  sup- 
plementary to  the  act  entitled  'An  act  for  the 
relief  of  persons  imprisoned  for  debt,"  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary. 

The  Hou^e  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 


Whole,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jeremiah  Man- 
ning, of  New  Jersey;  which,  having  been  con- 
sidered, was  refwrted  without  amendment;  and  it 
was  ordered  to  be  engros.sed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  W.  Bacot, 
Postniaster  of  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  ap- 
propriating a  sum  of  money  paid  by  him  tor 
amount  of  a  reward  paid  for  apprehension  of  a 
mail  robber.)  The  report  of  the  committee  upon 
the  case  having  been  read,  the  Comrnittee  rose  and 
reported  the  bill  without  amendment,  and  it  was 
engroNsed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  Hou.se  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Shaeffer,  (a  cor- 
poral in  the  Army,)  who  obtained  his  discbarge 
after  twenty  months'  service,  and  now  asks  for 
the  bounty  in  land;  and  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Private  Land  Claims,  on  the  petition, 
having  been  read,  Mr.  Sterling,  of  Connecticut, 
moved  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause  of  the  bill, 
for  the  purpose  of  destroying  it.  This  motion 
gave  rise  to  a  debate  of  something  like  an  hour. 
It  was  supported  by  Mr.  Sterling,  and  opposed 
by  Mr.  W.  S.mith,  of  Virginia,  and  Mr.  Camp- 
bell, of  Ohio,  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
which  reported  it.  Finally,  the  motion  was  nega- 
tived, and  the  bill  being  reported  to  the  House, 
was,  after  a  few  observations,  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Brent,  of  Louisiana,  moved  that  the  me- 
morial from  Mr.  Coxe,  agent  of  the  Marquis  of 
Maison  Rouge,  presented  by  him  a  few  days  since, 
and  laid  on  the  table,  be  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee. 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  some  debate.  A  mo- 
tion was  made  by  Mr.  Cocke  to  refer  the  claim 
to  the  standing  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  in- 
stead of  a  select  one.  The  argument  pro  and 
con  lies  in  a  small  space.  The  great  amount, 
importance,  and  intricacy,  of  the  claim,  were  the 
reasons  assigned  for  referring  it  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, which  was  objected  to  on  the  ground  that 
select  committees  were  always  supposed  to  be 
favorable  to  any  subject  referred  to  them,  whilst 
standing  committees,  selected  without  reference 
to  any  particular  claim  or  object,  might  be  con- 
sidered in  the  light  of  impartial  tribunals,  fully 
possessed,  by  experience  and  inquiry,  of  the  law, 
and  the  principles  applicable  to  cases  brought  be- 
fore them. 

The  gentlemen  who  engaged  in  the  debate 
were,  on  the  one  side,  Mr.  Cocke,  Mr.  Sterling, 
Mr.  Condict,  and  Mr.  Foot;  and,  on  the  other, 
Mr.  Brent,  Mr.  Livermore,  and  Mr.  Mallary. 

The  memorial  was  at  length  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

AMEND.MENTS  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 
Mr.  McDcFFiE,  from  the  committee  appointed 
"  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  recommending 
to  the  several  Slates  the  propriety  of  amending 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  in  such 
manner  that  the  mode  of  electing  the  members  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  in  Congress  may  be 
uniform  throughout  the  United  States;  also,  that 
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the  mode  of  choosing  Electors  of  President  and 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States  may  be,  in 
like  manner,  uniform ;  and,  also,  that  the  election 
of  the  said  offictrs  may,  in  no  event,  devolve  upon 
the  House  of  Representatives;"  made  a  detailed 
report,  accompanied  by  a  joint  resolution,  pro- 
posing an  amendment  lo  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  in  respect  to  the  election  of  a  Presi- 
dent and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States  ; 
which  resolution  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Union.  The  report  and  resolution  are  as 
follows : 

The  committee,  profoundly  impreued  wlih  the  im- 
portance of  the  propositions  embraced  in  the  resolution 
under  which  they  have  been  appointed,  have  felt  • 
corresponding  sense  of  the  magnitude  and  difficulty 
of  the  duly  imposed  upon  them  by  the  order  of  the 
House.  I'o  devise  a  plan  for  the  election  of  members 
of  the  House  of  Repre.-entatives,  and  of  the  President 
and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  which  will 
correct  existing  and  obviate  impending  evils,  and,  at 
the  same  lime,  harmonize  the  conflicting  views  of 
States,  variously  situated,  and  variously  atVected  by  it, 
has  been  the  anxious  desire  and  laborious  effort  of  the 
committee.  How  far  they  have  been  successful  in 
accomplishing  these  great  objects,  they  submit  it  to 
the  indulgence  and  hberality  of  the  House  to  deter- 
mine. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  proviJes,  that 
"  the  times,  places,  and  manner,  of  holding  elections 
for  Representatives,  shall  be  prescribed,  in  each  State, 
by  the  Legislature  thereof;  that  Congress  may,  at  any 
time,  by  law,  make  or  altar  such  regulations."  It  also 
provides,  that  •'  each  State  shall  appoint,  in  such  man- 
ner as  the  Legislature  thereof  may  direct,  a  number 
of  Elector*  equal  to  the  whole  number  of  Senators 
and  Representatives  to  which  the  State  may  be  enti- 
tled in  Congress."' 

The  plan  submitted  by  the  committee,  proposes  that 
each  State  shall  be  divided  into  as  many  districts  as 
will  equal  the  number  of  Representatives  to  which  the 
State  may  be  entitled  in  Congress;  and  that  each  of 
the  said  district^}  shall  elect  one  Representative.  It 
also  proposes,  that  each  of  the  said  districts  shall  choose 
one  Elector  of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States ;  and  that  the  Electors,  thus  appointed 
in  each  State  shall  have  the  two  additional  Electors  to 
which  the  State  is  entitled. 

From  this  collated  view  of  the  existing  provisions 
and  proposed  amendments  of  the  Constitution,  it  will 
be  seen  that  a  fundamental  change  is  contemplated,  in 
reference  to  the  mode  of  choosing  members  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  and  Electors  of  President 
and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States.  It  is  a 
change,  however,  which  counts  among  its  strongest 
claims  to  our  favorable  consideration,  its  absolute  effi- 
cacy in  preventing  changes.  For  it  will  fix  upon  uni- 
form principles  those  creative  operations  of  popular 
sovereignty,  which  are  now  liable  to  be  controlled  by 
the  diversified  and  clashing  expedients  of  twenty-four 
States,  mutually  independent.  Indeed,  an  attentive 
consideration  of  the  nature  and  functioRs  of  a  written 
Constitution,  will  lead  us  to  the  extraordinary  but 
manifest  conclusion  that,  in  relation  to  the  mode  of 
choosing  the  popular  branch  of  the  National  Legisla- 
ture, and  of  the  Chief  Executive  Magistrate  of  the 
Republic,  we  have  no  Constitutional  provision  at  all. 


A  fixedneM  and  permanence,  not  liable  to  be  disturbed 
by  ordinary  actJ  of  legislation,  are  essentially  involved 
in  the  elementary  notion  of  a  Constitution.  Accord- 
ingly, in  all  GovernmenU  having  any  just  pretension* 
to  civilization  freedom,  it  has  been  a  primary  object 
to  secure  those  fundamental  canons  which  give  or- 
ganization and  impulse  to  the  political  system,  against 
any  changes  proceeding  from  an  authority  lest  solemn 
and  weighty,  than  the  source  of  sovereignty  itself. 
To  secure  liberty  against  the  violent  tyranny  of  suc- 
cessive and  temporary  factions,  and,  also,  against  the 
more  systematic  encroachments  of  ambition,  this  ex- 
traordinary stability  of  the  law,  which  constitutes  lh« 
Government,  has  been  found,  by  universal  experience, 
to  be  an  indispensable  safeguard.  Yet,  in  direct  vio- 
lation of  this  primary  and  essential  principle  of  regu- 
lated freedom,  the  very  foundations  of  the  two  most 
important  branches  of  this  Government  are  permitted 
to  fluctuate  with  the  mutable  counsels  of  twenty-four 
separate  Legislatures.  The  committee,  therefore,  be- 
lieve that  the  plan  propjosed  is  recommended,  not 
less  by  the  consideration  that  it  permanently  and  uni- 
formly fixes  the  rule  which  it  introduces,  than  by  the 
intrinsic  superiority  of  that  rule  to  any  other  that  has 
been  adopted,  amidst  the  changes  incident  to  the  ex- 
isting state  of  Constitutional  laxity. 

Under  the  existing  system,  if  system  that  may  be 
called,  which  is  without  system,  the  inquiry  in  the 
respective  States  is  not,  which  is  intrinsically  the  best 
mode  of  choosing  Representatives  in  Congress,  and 
Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  but  what  is  the  best  defensive  expedient  to 
counteract  the  regulations  of  other  States,  and  secure 
the  utmost  relative  weight  in  the  affairs  of  the  Union. 
The  party  which  happen.s  to  have  the  ascendency  will 
thus  be  furnished  with  pretexts,  at  least  plausible  and 
imposing,  for  the  adoption  of  measures  calculated  to 
deprive  the  minority  of  their  just  rijjhu,  and  tending 
to  produce,  as  they  invariably  have  produced,  that 
acrimonious  political  excitement  which  inevitably  re- 
sults from  injustice  and  oppression,  however  disguised 
or  palliated  by  motives  of  public  expediency.  To  pre- 
vent majorities  from  exercising  this  sort  of  oppression, 
is  one  of  the  primary  objecU  of  a  written  Consti- 
tution. 

With  these  general  preliminary  views,  the  commit- 
tee will  proceed  to  the  separate  consideration  of  the 
amendments  embraced  in  the  plan  submitted  to  the 
House. 

It  has  been  seen  that  the  "times,  places,  and  man- 
ner," of  electing  the  members  of  this  House,  are  now 
liable  to  b«  prescribed  by  the  Legislatures  of  the  sev- 
eral  States,  subject  to  the  controlling  and  superseding 
power  of  Congress. 

In  addition  to  the  remark.s  already  made  on  the  po- 
litical solecism  of  placing  it  in  the  power  of  every  State 
government  virtually  to  change  the  Constitution  of 
the  Union,  the  committee  feel  bound  to  examine  brief- 
ly the  nature  and  tendency  of  the  power  thus  vested 
in  Congress. 

If  it  should  happen  to  this,  as  it  has  happened  to  all 
other  free  countries,  that  the  administration  of  the 
Republic  should  fall  into  the  hands  of  a  faction  ;  of 
men  who,  having  acquired  power  by  corrupt  combina- 
tions, would  be  disposed  to  retain  it  in  opposition  to 
the  will  of  the  people  and  to  e.\ert  it  in  opposition  to 
their  interests,  the  power  in  question  would  become 
exceedingly  dangerous.  It  is  in  such  periods  that  the 
barriers  ot  the  Constitution  are  most  cskeuliai ;  because 
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it  is  in  such  periods  that  those,  from  whose  reluctant 
grasp  the  sceptre  of  dominion  is  about  to  be  wrested 
by  an  indignant  people,  are  exposed  to  the  strong- 
est human  temptation  to  perpetuate  their  authority 
by  every  desperate  expedient  not  absolutely  pro- 
hibited. 

And  does  not  the  Constitution  almost  literally  place 
in  their  hands  precisely  such  an  expedient  in  the  pow- 
er of  regulating  the  elections  of  the  members  of  this 
body  !  It  is  susceptible  of  demonstration,  that  the 
elections  might  be  so  arranged  by  a  party  in  power, 
that  a  small  minority  of  the  people  would  elect  a  ma- 
jority of  the  national  representatives.  The  mode  of 
operation  would  be  various,  according  to  varying  cir- 
cumstances. Sometimes  the  object  would  be  accom- 
plished by  changing  the  district  into  the  general-ticket 
system  ;  sometimes  by  an  artificial  arrangement  of  dis- 
tricts; and  sometimes  by  a  skilful  combination  of  both. 
As  nothing  is  too  desperate  for  a  faction,  struggling 
for  existence,  let  us  suppose  that  they  should  pre- 
scribe, as  they  would  have  the  unquestionable  power 
to  prescribe,  that,  in  all  those  States  where  a  majority 
of  the  people  were  favorable  to  their  purposes,  the  rep- 
resentatives should  be  elected  by  a  general  ticket,  thus 
suppressing  the  voice  of  the  minority  ;  and,  that  all 
the  States  opposed  to  their  domination,  should  be  di- 
vided into  districts,  in  such  manner  that  the  minority 
of  the  people  should  elect  a  majority  of  representatives. 
As  examples  of  such  high-handed  proceedings  are  al- 
ready to  be  found  in  the  history  of  several  of  the  State 
governments,  the  supposition  that  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, with  more  powerful  inducements  to  mislead 
it,  will,  at  some  future  period,  pursue  a  similar  course, 
cannot  be  considered  extravagant  or  improbable. 

The  committee  therefore  feel  the  deepest  cxjnviction, 
that  the  power  now  vested  in  Congress,  of  controlling 
the  election  of  its  own  members,  is  utterly  inconsist- 
ent with  every  just  conception  of  Constitutional  lib- 
erty, and  ought  no  longer  to  exist. 

Having  thus  attempted  to  show  the  necessity  of  a 
plan  of  such  permanence,  as  equally  to  exclude  the 
disturbing  influence,  both  of  the  General  and  Slate 
Governments,  the  Committee  propose  to  examine  the 
comparative  advantages  of  the  general  ticket  and  dis- 
trict systems  of  electing  the  Representatives  in  Con- 
gress. It  will  scarcely  be  denied,  that  a  just  regard 
for  the  relative  weight  of  each  State  in  the  affiirs  of 
the  Union,  requires  that  one  or  the  other  of  the  sys- 
tems should  prevail  in  all  the  States.  Upon  any  ques- 
tion of  national  policy,  in  relation  to  which  the  inter- 
ests or  wishes  of  two  States  should  stand  mutu%lly 
opposed,  it  would  be  obviously  unjust  that  the  one 
should  have,  by  means  of  a  general  ticket,  an  undivi- 
ded vole  in  this  House  ;  while  the  other,  electing  by 
districts,  might  be  almost  neutralized  by  her  divisions. 
It  remains,  therefore,  only  that  we  inquire  which  of 
the  two  systems  is  intrinsically  the  best. 

In  favor  of  the  general  ticket  system,  it  has  been 
urged,  with  considerable  plausibility,  that,  by  extend- 
ing the  sphere  of  selection,  the  number  of  competitors, 
of  competent  qualifications,  will  be  proportionally  in- 
creased, and  that  the  influence  of  demagogues,  who 
can  only  operate  effectually  in  a  small  sphere,  wUl  be 
greatly  diminished. 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  it  sometimes  happens  that 
a  particular  district  might  select  a  representative  re- 
siding out  of  its  limits,  better  qualified  than  any  resi- 
ding within  them  ;  but,  it  is  to  be  remarked,  that  there 
is  nothing  in  the  system  proposed,  which  will  prevent 


a  district  from  electing  any  resident  citizen  of  the 
State,  without  regard  to  the  particular  place  of  his 
residence.  It  is  true  that  each  district  will  generally 
elect  one  of  its  own  citizens,  from  obvious  considera- 
tions justifying  the  preference.  But  this,  eo  far  from 
being  an  objection,  would  tend  to  produce  a  distribu- 
tion of  the  talent  of  the  State,  in  every  view  desirable  ; 
for  it' has  been  found  that  talents,  like  every  thing 
else,  will  naturally  seek  the  market  which  promises 
the  most  appropriate  reward. 

That  part  of  the  argument  under  consideration, 
which  assumes  that  the  district  system  is  calculated  to 
give  to  the  arts  of  demagogues  an  undue  ascendency, 
is  worthy  of  a  more  serious  consideration.  It  will  be 
admitted  that  this  system  enables  the  constituent  to 
become  better  acquainted  with  his  representative  than 
is  practicable  under  the  other.  Can  it  l>e  maintained, 
then,  that,  in  proportion  as  we  increase  the  opportu- 
nities of  the  people  to  obtain  a  knowledge  of  the  char- 
acter and  qualifications  of  the  candidates,  we  diminish 
the  chances  of  a  judicious  selection  !  It  is  true,  that, 
in  a  fair  competition  before  the  people,  art  and  hy- 
pocrisy will  prevail  over  talent,  integrity,  and  inde- 
pendence 1  On  the  contrary,  it  is  confidently  believed 
that  truth  will  ultimately  prevail  in  all  competitions 
before  the  people,  if  maintained  with  an  ability  and 
firmness  equal  to  that  by  which  error  is  supported. 
This  proposition  is  the  basis  upon  which  only  a  rep- 
resentative democracy  can  be  sustained.  If  it  be  not 
true,  it  then  becomes  expedient  to  devise  some  scheme 
which  will  virtually  take  from  the  people  the  elective 
power.  And  the  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the 
general  ticket  system  is  precisely  of  this  description. 

In  a  State  of  any  considerable  extent,  almost  every 
candidate  must,  in  the  nature  of  things,  be  unknown 
to  the  great  body  of  the  people.  They,  of  necessity, 
vote  by  faith,  and  not  by  knowledge ;  and  the  few 
distinguished  politicians  who  are  selected  to  concen- 
trate the  popular  opinion,  acquire  a  control  over  it 
little  short  of  the  power  of  absolute  dictation.  Uni- 
versal experience  teaches  us  that  few  men  are  to  be 
found,  of  sufficient  firmness  and  purity  to  resist  the 
temptation  to  abuse  such  power.  Cabals  and  factious 
combinations,  stimulated  by  selfish  views  of  aggran- 
dizement, are  the  inevitable  consequences. 

But  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  this  sort  of  domin- 
ion will  be  quietly  submitted  to  by  those  politicians 
who  have  no  participation  in  it.  A  contest  for  the 
dictatorship  ensues,  agitating  the  community  and  de- 
stroying the  harmony  of  society,  by  mere  personal  and 
family  feuds,  when  there  is  no  difference  of  principle 
between  the  contending  parties. 

Nor  would  the  evil  effects  of  this  state  of  things  be 
confined  to  the  State.  As  the  political  course  of  op- 
posing parties  is  very  much  determined  by  feeUngs  of 
mutual  antipathy,  it  would  frequently  happen  that 
when  one  party  supported  the  existing  administration 
of  the  General  Government,  the  other  would  stand  op- 
posed to  it.  Under  these  circumstances  every  revo- 
lution produced  by  the  alternate  successes  and  defeats 
of  these  rival  parties,  might  increase  or  diminish  the 
supporters  of  the  General  Government,  by  the  whole 
number  of  the  Representatives  of  the  State  in  Con- 
gress. Besides  the  mutability  which  would  be  thus 
communicated  to  the  national  councils,  the  General 
Government,  feeling  its  power  to  be  identified  with 
the  fate  of  a  State  party,  would  be  tempted  to  interfere 
in  the  political  struggles  of  that  State.  And  when 
we  consider  the  effect  which  might  be  produced  by  the 
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jadiciouf  distribation  of  p&tronage  amon^t  the  lead- 
en in  such  contests,  we  cannot  doubt  that  the  facility 
and  the  means  of  auch  interfetence  are  equal  to  the 
temptation. 

It  majr  be  justly  said  of  the  plan  of  voting  by  a  gen- 
eral ticket,  that  it  is  not  consistent  with  the  true  theory 
of  a  popular  representation.  The  popular  branch  of 
the  National  Legislature  should  exhibit  a  faithful 
image  of  the  people.  When,  for  example,  a  State  is 
divided'  in  its  interests  and  opinions,  when  some  dis- 
tricU  are  agricultural,  some  manufacturing,  and  some 
commercial,  and,  if  you  will,  when  some  are  republi- 
can and  some  federal,  each  of  tho?e  districts  of  people 
should  have  a  fair  representation  in  Congress.  Be- 
cause one  interest  or  one  party  happen  to  be  predom- 
inant in  a  State,  it  i§  no  adequate  reason  that  the  rest 
should  be  disfranchised  and  have  no  voice  in  the  na- 
tional councils.  This,  indeed,  would  not  be  a  repre- 
sentation of  the  people,  but  of  the  States;  giving  to 
this  House  a  federal,  instead  of  a  popular  origin  and 
character. 

A  little  reflection  will  convince  us  th-it  this  is  not  a 
mere  nominal  distinction.  Upon  all  the  great  politi- 
cal questions,  by  which  this,  like  all  other  free  Gov- 
ernments, must  l»e  often  divided  into  parties,  the  gen- 
eral ticket  sysUim,  by  entirely  suppressing  the  voice 
of  the  minority,  would  cause  the  representation  from 
each  State,  in  Congress,  to  be  unanimous,  on  one 
side  or  the  other.  Thus  would  States  be  arrayed 
against  Stales  on  this  floor,  stimulated  by  pride,  heated 
by  collisions,  and  estranged  by  feelings  of  rivalry,  and 
throwing  into  the  discussions  here  all  the  violence  of 
local  feelings  and  local  prejudices.  By  the  inevitable 
tendency  of  this  stale  of  things  to  produce  a  geograph- 
ical formation  of  parties,  we  need  not  the  prophetic 
spirit  of  Washington  to  warn  us  that  the  harmony  of 
the  Union  would  be  destroyed,  and  perhaps  its  exist- 
ence endangered. 

Every  thing   that  tends  to  strengthen  the  peculiar 
and   exclusive   feelings   of  State   pride  and  sectional 
prejudice,  inevitably  weakens  the  bonds  of  the  Union. 
We  are,  therefore,  urged,  by  all   the  considerations 
that  attach  us  to  this  great  palladium  of  our  security 
and  happiness,  to  adopt  such  an  organization  as  will 
break  those   large    masses  of  political  power,    whose 
collisions   can   never  fail  to  shake  our  system  to  its 
deepest   foundation.     It  ought   never  to  be  forgotten, 
that  the   citizens  of  this  Republic,  though  subdivided 
into    States  for    certain    essential   purposes,  are  one 
people,  in  all  that  relates  to  the  General  Government. 
Born  to  a  common  inheritance,  purchased  by  the  toils, 
the  sacrifices,  and  the  blood  of  their  common  ances- 
tors, they  should   be   united,  not  less   by   the  ties   of 
common  sympathy  and  kindred  feeling,  than  by  those 
of  common   interest.     With  a  view  to  give  strength 
and  durability  to  these  essential  bonds  of  union,  it  is 
of  the  utmost  conaequence  that  the  local  minorities  in 
the  several  States,  and  various  geographical  divisions 
of  our  extensive  country,  should  have  a  fair  and  full 
representation  in  Congress.     In  periods  of  deep  polit- 
ical excitement,  nothing  is  better  calculated  to  allay 
sectional  animosities,  and  subdue  the  angry  spirit  of 
faction,  than  the  mediatorial  influence  of  such  repre- 
sentatives. 

The  committee  propose  now  to  consider,  more  par- 
ticularly, that  part  of  the  resolution  committed  to  their 
charge,  which  makes  it  their  duty  to  imiuire  into  the 
expediency  of  establishing  a  uniform  mode  of  appoint- 
ing the  Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President  of 
the  L  nited  States. 
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Three  modes  now  prevail  in  the  different  Slates.  In 
some,  the  appointment  is  made  by  the  Legislature  ; 
in  some,  by  the  people,  voting  a  general  ticket  ;  and 
in  some,  by  the  people,  voting  by  districts.  By  giving 
each  of  these  modes  a  separate  consideration,  we 
shall  be  the  better  enabled  to  ascertain  the  relative 
merits  of  that  which  is  submitted  to  the  House  for  its 
adoption. 

Pre-existing    bodies,  sufficiently  small  and  perma- 
nent to   be  exposed  to   the    tampering  and   seductive 
arts  of   intrigue    and    corruption,  ought   to  have   no 
agency    in  the  election  of  a  President  of  the  United 
States,  upon    any  ground  short  of  absolute  necessity. 
State  Legislatures  are  bodies  of  this  description,  and 
there  is  no  pretence  of  f  necessity  for  interposing  them 
between   the  people  and  the  Electoral  College.      Ac- 
cording to  the  true  conception  of  our  political  system, 
the  people  exercise  the  elective  power.     When,  from 
considerations  of  convenience,  agents   are  appointed 
for  this  special  purpose,  it  is  not,  as  in  the  case  of  a 
legislative  trust,  to  exercise  their  own  judgments,  but 
simply  to  execute  the  popular  will.     The  assumption, 
that  the  Legislatures  would  make  a  better  choice  than 
the    people,  involves  the  admission  that  their  choice 
would  be  diflVrent  from  that  of  the  people  ;   an  admis- 
sion which,  if  the  foregoing  view  be  correct,  furnishes, 
in   itself,  an  unariswerable  objection  to  the  interposi- 
tion of  such  an  agency.     In  proportion,  therefore,  as 
the  number  of  intermediate  agencies  is  increased,  the 
chances  are  multiplied  that  the  will  of  the  people  will 
be  defeated,  in  the  choice  of  a  Chief  .Magistrate.     The 
committee  have  no  confidence  in  that  sort  of  artificial 
and  complicated  machinery,  through  which  some  sup- 
pose it  necessary  to  filtrate  the  popular  will,  in  order 
to   purify   and  enlighten  it.     The  stream  of  elective 
sovereignty    is    no  where    so    pure  as    at  its   source. 
Every   remove  from   this,  is  an  advance  in  a  course 
inevitably  ending  in  corruption.     Indeed,  it  is  appar- 
ent, that  the  framers  of  the  Constitution,  by  ordaining 
that  '•  each  State  shall  appoint,  in  such  manner  as  the 
Legislature  thereof  may  prescribe,"  the  Electors  of  Pre- 
sident and  Vice  President,  intended  to  exclude  the  Le- 
gislatures  from  making   the  appointment  themselves. 
That  this  is  the  true  interpreUtion  of  the  Constitution, 
is  abundantly  obvious,  as  well  from  the  fair  import  of 
the  words  of  that  instrument,  as  from  the  profoundest 
commentary  ever  written  on  it.     The  authors  of  the 
"  Federalist,"  in  speaking  of  the  election  of  the  Pres- 
dent,  use  these  words  :  "  It  was  desirable  that  the  sense 
of  the  people  should  operate  in  the  choice  of  a  person 
to  whom  so  important  a  trust  was  to  be  confided.     This 
end  will  be  answered  by  committing  the  right  of  mak- 
ing  it,  not  to  any  pre-established    body,  but  to  men 
chosen   by  the  people  for  the  special  purpose,  and  at 
the  particular  conjuncture." 

W  halever  objections  may  be  urged  against  the  ap- 
pointment  of  the  Electors  by  the  people,  no  one,  it  is 
presumed,  will  allege  that  corruption  will  find,  in 
that  mode  of  proceeding,  any  scope  for  its  operation. 
Neither  have  we  any  just  ground  to  apprehend  that 
intrigue,  operating  by  means  less  palpable  than  cor- 
ruption, and  ap()ealing  to  motives  less  profligate  than 
venaUty,  will  produce  any  impression  upon  the  vote 
often  millions  of  freemen,  scattered  over  the  vast  do- 
main, which  is  their  favored  inheritance.  The  fact 
that  these  principles  are,  from  their  very  nature,  in- 
capable of  acting  upon  multitudes,  would  prevent 
them  from  operating  upon  the  people,  even  if  we  had 
not  the  higher  security  furnished  by  their  virtue  and 
patriotism. 
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But  it  is  frequently  objected,  that  the  great  mass  of 
the  people  are  not  suflicienily  intelligent  to  decide 
upon  the  qualifications  of  so  important  an  officer  as 
the  Chief  Magistrate  of  a  great  Republic;  and  yet, 
that,  in  voting  for  Electors,  who  are  merely  the  organs 
of  their  will,  they  in  fact  determine  that  question.  As 
the  history  of  a!l  nations,  of  any  considerable  extent, 
gives  at  least  a  plausible  coloring  to  this  objection,  it 
deserves  to  be  deliberately  examined.  No  political 
principle  is  more  firmly  established  by  the  experience 
of  nations,  than  that  the  freedom  of  political  institu- 
ions  cannot  rise  higher  than  the  intelligence  of  the 
people.  All  attempts  to  erect  free  Governments  upon 
.any  other  basis  than  an  intelligent  population,  have 
always  resulted,  and  must  ever  result,  in  re-action  and 
disaster.  If,  therefore,  the  committee  could  believe 
that  the  people  of  the  United  States  are  not  sufficiently 
intelligent  to  perform  so  essential  a  function  of  p«)p- 
ular  sovereignty  as  the  election  of  their  Chief  Magis- 
trate, they  could  not  resist  the  unwelcome  conclusion, 
that  our  system  of  government  is  but  a  delosiTe  hope, 
resting  upon  unsubstantial  foundations,  and  contain- 
ing within  itfcelf  the  principles  of  rapid  degeneracy 
and  certain  dissolution.  Responsibility  to  the  {>eople, 
all  must  admit,  is  the  only  adequate  security  for  free- 
dom, the  great  conservative  principle  of  a  representa- 
tive government.  And  what  would  be  the  value  of 
the  rosponsibiliiy  of  a  public  agent  to  a  people  not 
capable  of  electing  him  ?  If,  therefore,  it  could  be 
shown  that  the  people  are  not  competent  to  elect  the 
Pretiident,  an  argument  would  result,  which  it  would 
be  difficult  to  resist,  in  favor  of  those  political  combi- 
nations which,  under  various  forms  and  pretences,  are 
ever  ready  to  assume  the  province  of  dictating  to  the 
people,  and  which  can  only  be  regarded,  when  habitual 
and  permanent,  as  synonymous  with  corruption. 

Under  these  circumstances,  we  have  a  source  of  just 
consolation  and  pride  in  the  reflection  that,  in  all  that 
relates  to  the  maintenance  and  enjoyment  uf  a  system 
of  practical  freedom,  history  has  left  no  record  of  a 
people  at  all  to  be  compared  to  the  citizens  of  these 
United  States. 

A  very  brief  notice  of  the  prominent  circumstances 
which  distinguish  our  social  and  political  condition 
from  that  of  the  republican  nations  of  antiquity,  and  of 
the  civilized  nations  of  modern  Europe,  will  furnish,  at 
once,  the  evidence  and  the  explanation  of  this  supe- 
riority. 

No  estimate  of  the  comparative  condition  of  this 
and  the  ancient  republics  can  be  just  which  does  not 
embrace  the  invention  of  the  art  of  printing,  and  the 
consequent  establishment  of  a  free  press.  These 
causes  alone  have  produced  a  permanent  revolution  in 
the  political  condition  of  the  human  race.  Societies 
of  freemen  have  been  improved  and  enlarged  to  a  de- 
gree utterly  unattainable  without  these  efficient  means 
of  diffusing  intelligence,  and  the  republican  system 
has  consequently  received  a  modification  and  exten- 
sion which  the  wisdom  of  antiquity  would  have  pro- 
nounced im[>ossible.  The  harangues  of  their  orators, 
delivered  to  collected  multitudes,  were  almost  the  only 
means  of  political  intelligence  enjoyed  by  the  people 
of  the  ancient  republics.  The  extent  of  a  republic, 
or,  in  other  words,  of  a  government,  emanating  from 
the  people,  and  responsible  to  them,  is  confined,  by  an 
imperious  political  necessity,  to  such  limits  that  the 
proceedings  of  the  central  administration  may  be 
promptly,  certainly,  and  generally,  communicated  to 
the  extremes  of  the  country.     Adverting,  therefore,  to 


the  limited  means  of  communicating  intelligence  pos- 
sessed by  the  ancients,  the  reason  is  apparent  why 
their  republics  were  so  extremely  contracted.  They 
were,  of  necessity,  simple  democracies ;  and,  in  the 
days  of  their  greatest  purity  and  splendor,  the  portion 
of  the  people  which  really  governed  was  confined  to 
their  chief  cities,  because  that  portion  alone  was  with- 
in the  reach  of  the  only  existing  sources  of  political 
intelligence.  On  the  contrary,  the  great  body  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  dispersed  over  an  im- 
mense region,  to  whose  soil  they  are  attached  by  the 
strongest  ties,  receive  di^ly,  in  the  tranquillity  of  re- 
tirement, from  books,  documents,  legislative  discus- 
sions, and  the  chronicles  of  passing  events,  that  knowl- 
edge of  the  afifairs  of  the  Republic,  which  the  Greeks 
and  Romans  received  almost  entirely  from  the  occa- 
sional debates  of  their  orators  before  the  assemblies  of 
the  people.  It  is,  therefore,  extremely  obvious  that 
any  inference  unfavorable  to  the  political  capabilities 
of  the  American  people,  which  can  be  drawn  from  the 
history  of  those  republics,  must  be  founded  upon 
loose  analogies,  calculated  rather  to  delude  than  to 
enlighten. 

A  comparison  between  the  United  States  and  the 
civilized  nations  of  modern  times,  will  lead  to  results 
equally  flattering. 

All  the  great  political  societies  of  modern  Europe, 
having  a  feudal  origin,  are  constructed  upon  feudal 
principles.  A  permanent  inequality  of  property,  main- 
tained by  law,  and  consecrated  by  usage,  has  natural- 
ly produced  the  extremes  of  a  proud  aristocracy  and 
a  degraded  populace,  without  any  intermediate  power 
sufficient  to  control  their  irregular  tendencies.  In 
such  a  state  of  things,  it  is  not  difficult  to  conceive 
that  a  popular  election  of  the  Chief  Executive  Magis- 
trate would  throw  the  hostile  elements  of  society  into 
surh  violent  collision  as  to  involve  in  anarchy  and 
ruin  all  that  is  sacred  in  the  institutions  of  the  country. 
But  all  the  American  communities  which  compose  the 
United  States,  are  essentially  different,  l>oth  in  their 
origin  and  construction,  from  those  of  modern  Europe. 
Our  ancestors,  in  the  full  maturity  of  reason,  with  no 
consecrated  errors  to  embarrass  them,  reared  up,  from 
its  simplest  elements,  a  system  of  practical  freedom; 
and,  from  the  first  settlement  of  the  country,  every 
successive  generation  has  been  accustomed  to  exercise 
the  functions  of  self-government,  in  every  form,  and 
in  every  variety  of  combinations.  Nor  are  we  less 
favorably  distinguished  in  the  composition  of  our 
social  system,  than  in  its  origin. 

The  al>oUtion  of  the  laws  of  primogeniture  has  pro- 
duced a  general  equality  of  property,  and  this  again, 
together  with  the  equality  of  civil  and  political  privi- 
leges, has  produced  a  general  diffusion  of  knowledge, 
of  which  history  furnishes  no  example.  Almost  the 
entire  mass  of  our  population  corresponds,  in  charac- 
tor  and  situation,  with  what  is  denominated  the  mid- 
dle interest  in  England,  and  which  is  justly  considered, 
I  by  her  most  enlightened  statesmen,  as  the  soundest 
part  of  her  population.  In  extending  the  elective  sys- 
tem in  the  United  States,  therefore,  beyond  all  former 
precedents,  we  do  nothing  more  than  adapt  our  po- 
litical to  our  social  system.  In  fact,  so  widely  differ- 
I  ent  is  our  situation  from  that  of  any  other  nation,  that 
I  it  may  be  truly  said  that  the  people  would  be  less  lia- 
ble to  make  an  injudicious  choice  of  a  chief  magistrate 
than  of  any  other  important  officer  of  the  GovernmenL 
Such  is  the  admirable  distribution  and  subordination 
of  political  powers  in  our  system,  and  such  the  variety 
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of  practical  schools  of  preparation  and  trial  through 
which  a  statesman  must  pass,  before  he  can  aspire, 
with  any  just  or  reasonable  expectations  of  success,  to 
the  highest  office  in  the  Republic,  that  the  qualifica- 
tions and  pretensions  of  the  candidates  can  always  be 
determined  by  the  wisdom  of  their  past  measures,  and 
the  importance  of  their  past  services.  As  these  are 
the  only  indications  of  wisdom  upon  which  it  would 
be  safe  to  rely,  in  the  selection  of  an  officer  of  such 
vast  responsibility  and  importance,  it  is  satisfactory  to 
raflect  that  they  are  indications,  also,  of  so  palpable  a 
kind,  that  they  cannot  fail  to  make  their  just  impre*- 
■ion,  both  upon  the  intelligence  and  gratitude  of  an 
enlightened  and  patriotic  people. 

But  another  objection,  of  a  kindred  spirit  with  that 
which  has  been  just  considered,  is  frequently  urged 
against  the  change  proposed.  It  is  said  that  the  ap- 
pointment of  Electors  by  the  people,  would  so  directly 
inTolve  the  canvass  for  the  Presidency  itself,  as  to  pro- 
duce a  degree  of  popular  excitement  subversive  of  the 
order  and  peace  of  society.  The  remarks  already  of- 
fered, in  relation  to  the  dispersion  of  our  population, 
the  peculiar  structure  of  our  society,  and  the  general 
diffusion  of  intelligence,  are  sufficient,  to  show,  that 
nothing  in  the  experience  of  other  countries  can  be 
regarded  as  a  just  foundation  for  such  an  apprehension. 
But,  there  arc  other  views  of  the  subject,  which  will 
lead  us  to  the  conclusion,  that  the  tendency  of  the 
proposed  change,  upon  which  this  object  is  founded, 
is  one  of  its  strongest  recommendations. 

The  order  of  social  virtues  and  social  duties  in  the 
United  States,  is  nearly  the  reverse  of  that  which  ex- 
isted amongst  the  Greeks   and  Romans.     In   an  ordi- 
nary state    of  things,  when    no  great  emergency  calls 
Jor  patriotic  sacrifices,  the  duty  which  principally  en- 
grosses the  feelings   and  the   effjrU  of  an    American 
citiien,  Li  to  make  provision   for   his  comfortable  sub. 
aistence,    and   to   satisfy    the    claims   of  his    family. 
Whereas,  the  first  consideration  of  a  Gieek  or  a  Ro- 
man citizen,  both  in  peace  and  in  war.  was  the  glory 
of  his  country.     Our  tendency,  therefore,  is   to  give 
too  exclusive  an  attention  to  private  pursuits,  and  sink 
into  indifference  in  relation  to  the  general  concerns  of 
the  Republic;   while  the  tendency  of  the  Greeks  and 
Romans  was  to  intermeddle  perpetually  in  public  af-  j 
fairs,  to  the  neglect  and  detriment  of  their  private  con-  \ 
cerns.     Our  danger,   therefore,  is  too  much  popular  , 
apathy  ;    theirs,   was   too  much   popular   excitement.  ' 
And  though  the  state  of  things  existing  here,  is  more 
deeply  founded  in   nature,  and  furnishes  a  more  sub-  I 
atanlial  basis  for  a  durable  and  extended  system  of  lib-  j 
erty,  it  certainly  indicates  the  necessity  of  such  Con-  ' 
stitutional  arrangemenU  as  will  rouse  the  attention  of! 
the  people  to  so  great  a  national  question  as  the  elec-  ' 
tion    of  a   Chief  Magistrate.     No   stronger    evidence) 
need  be  offered,  of  the  existence  of  such  a  necessity, 
than  the  actual  state  of  public  opinion  on  that  subject', 
at  this  moment,   in    many  paru   oJ  the  Union.     The 
people  have  been  so  long  accustomed  to  have  no  prac-  { 
tical  agency  in  the  election  of  a  President,  that  the  ! 
idea  18  not   uncommon,  that   they  have  nothing  to  do 
with  It.     As   the  inevitable   tendency  of  this  state  of 
popular  indifference,  is  to  increase  the  power  and  in- 
fluence of  political  man  igcrs  and  unprincipled  combi- 
nations. It    13  of  the  last    importance  that   it   should 
be  corrected,  if  possible.     The   committee   are  of  the 
opinion,  that  the  plan   submitted  will  furnish  the  re- 
medy. 

But  it  yet  remains  that  we  inquire  whether  the  peo- 


ple should  vote  by  a  general  ticket,  or  by  districts.  The 
commillee  will,  therefore,  proceed  to  state  the  consid- 
erations  which  have  induced  them  to  adopt  the  latter 
system.  It  was  as  evidently  the  intention  of  the 
framerd  of  the  Constitution,  as  it  is  the  dicUte  of 
sound  jiolicy,  that  the  President  of  the  United  Stales 
should  be  the  choice  of.  the  people,  and  not  of  the 
Slates.  It  is  true,  they  contemplated  an  infusion  of 
the  federal  principle  into  the  election,  in  the  propor- 
tion of  the  Senators  to  the  Representatives  in  Con- 
gress ;  and  this  proportion  is  retained  in  the  plan  pro- 
posed by  the  committee. 

But,  to  extend  the  federal  principle  to  the  whole 
body  of  the  Electors,  would  be  nothing  less  than  sac- 
rificing the  rights,  the  interesU,  and  the  power  of  the 
people,  to  the  false  and  imaginary  idol  of  Sute  con- 
solidation. 

Assuming  it  as  an  undeniable  position,  that  a  ma- 
jority of  the  people  of  the  United  States  have  a  right 
to  elect  the  President,  and   that  the  will  of  such  ma- 
jority ought  to  prevail,  it  can  be  demonstrated  that  the 
system  of  voting  by  a  general  ticket  would  render  this 
fundamental  principle  of  our  Government  the  sport  of 
accidental  combinations.     Six  of  the  Slates,  for  exam- 
ple, if  ihey  give  a  unanimous  vote,  can  elect  the  Pre- 
sident.    But,  if  they  vote  by  a  general  ticket,  the  can- 
didate who  obtains  a  bare  majority  of  the  popular  vote, 
receives  the    unanimous   Electoral  vote  of  the  State. 
So  that,  assuming  the  population  of  the  United  States 
to  be  eight  millions,  a  little  more  that  two  miUions  of 
the  people  might  elect   the   President.     Let  us  again 
suppose  that  theie  are  two  Sutes,  one  containing  nine 
hundred  thousand  people,  and  entitled  to  thirty  Elec- 
toral votes,  and  the  other  containing  eight   hundred 
I  thousand  people,  and  entitled  to  twenty-six  Electoral 
I  \otes.    Let  us  further  suppose,  that  there  are  two  can- 
I  didates  for  the  Presidency,   of  whom  one  is  supported 
I  by  five   hundred   thousand   of  the   people  of  the   first 
,  supposed  State,   and  the  other  by  the    remaining  four 
I  hundred  thousand,  and  the  entire  eight  hundred  thou- 
j  sand  of  the  other  State.     Under   these  circumstances, 
t  the  candidate  who  obtains  the  support  of  only  five  hun- 
dred thousand  of  the  people,  would  receive  thirty  Elec- 
j  toral    votes,   while   twelve    hundred  thousand    people 
I  could  give  the    opposing  candidate   only  twenty-six  ! 
I  According  to  this  system   of  false   equations,  a  large 
minority  of  the  people  is  precisely  equal  to  no  minori- 
,  ty  at  all.     By    thus  entirely  excluding  the   State  mi- 
i  norities  from  the  calculation,  in  making  up  the  gene- 
I  ral  aggregate,  the   people   are   literally  immolated,  by 
hundreds  of  thousands,  at   the  shrine  of  on  artificial 
and   delusive    system,   which,    by  making  a   majority 
equal  to  the  whole  in  each  State,  gives  a  minority  an 
equal  chance  for  the  ascendency  in  the  Union. 

The  true  popular  principle,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
committee,  is  that  which  prevails  in  all  other  popular 
elections  throughout  the  United  States.  In  the  elec- 
tion, for  example,  of  the  Governer  of  a  State,  by  the 
people,  a  candidate  does  not  count  the  unanimous  vote 
of  every  county  where  he  happens  to  obtain  a  ma- 
jority,  but  the  respective  majorities  of  the  several  can- 
didates are  added  to  their  respective  minorities,  and 
the  aggregates  thus  produced  are  taken  as  the  true  ex- 
pres.Mion  of  the  popular  will.  If,  then,  in  all  that  re- 
lates to  the  "common  defence  and  general  welfare," 
the  people  of  the  United  Slates  are  really  to  be  re- 
garded as  one  people  ;  if  all  the  citizens  of  the  Re- 
public, whether  their  lot  happens  to  be  cast  on  the  one 
side  or  the  other  of  an  imaginary  line,  are  equally  en- 


861 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


862 


ul! 


December,  1823. 


Amendments  to  the  Constitution. 


H.  OF  R. 


titled  to  their  vote  and  their  voice  in  the  common  con- 
cerns and  common  councils  of  the  Union ;  if  it  be 
wise  to  exclude  from  those  councils  the  peculiar  and 
exclusive  feelings  of  States  ;  and  if  the  man  who  is 
to  preside  over  the  common  destinies  of  all,  should 
have  peculiar  obligations  to  discharge,  and  peculiar 
feelings  to  indulge,  towards  none  of  the  States;  we 
•re  under  the  most  solemn  obligations  to  reject  a  plan 
for  electing  the  President,  which  would  array  States 
against  States  in  ambitious  conflict  for  the  mastery, 
and  equally  sacrifice  the  inalienable  rights  of  the 
people,  and  the  general  harmony  of  the  Union. 

But  there  is  another  objection  to  the  ■ystem  of  vot- 
ing by  a  general  ticket,  which  the  comibittee  consider 
unanswerable. 

It  is  a  practical  proposition,  conclusively  established 
by  the  experience  of  all  the  Slates  where  the  experi- 
ment has  been  made,  that  this  system  tends,  by  an 
inevitable  necessity,  to  transfer  into  the  hands  of  a 
few  the  power  of  controlling  the  entire  suffrage  of  the 
State.  In  a  State  entitled  to  thirty  Electors,  and 
composed,  |>erhap8,  of  fifly  counties,  it  must  be  appa- 
rent that  almost  every  county  would  vote  for  an  entire 
ticket  of  its  own;  and  that  the  popular  will  would  be 
thus  exposed  to  such  distraction  as  completely  to  en- 
danger its  success,  without  some  means  of  giving  it 
concentration.  And  as  the  power  of  the  individuals 
aelected  for  this  purpose  must  be  co-extensive  with 
the  wills  which  it  would  be  their  objects  to  concen- 
trate, it  would  follow,  that  they  would  virtually  decide 
which  of  the  Presidential  candidates  should  receive 
the  whole  Electoral  vote  of  the  State.  At  the  first 
commencement  of  such  a  system,  when  the  persons 
clothed  with  the  authority  of  uniting  the  popular  will 
Were  really  its  representatives,  no  great  evil  would  be 
experienced.  But  the  slightest  attention  to  the  his- 
tory of  ambition,  the  tendency  of  power,  or  the  lessons 
of  our  own  experience,  will  convince  us  that  such 
combinations  change,  in  the  natural  course  of  things, 
from  temporary  expedients  to  permanent  institutions; 
and  Ihut,  from  being  the  mere  organs  of  the  will  of 
the  p>eoplo,  they  assume,  under  pretexts  which  ambi- 
tion is  seldom  at  a  loss  to  devise,  the  power  of  dictating 
to  the  people. 

In  making  these  general  remarks,  the  committee 
feel  conscious  that  they  are  rather  recording  the  his- 
tory of  the  times  in  which  they  live,  than  their  own 
speculations.  And  it  is  upon  this  high  authority  that 
they  predicate  the  opinion,  that,  if  the  plan  of  voting 
by  a  general  ticket  were  established,  a  central  power 
would  spring  up  in  almost  every  Sute,  consisting  of 
the  ruling  politicians  of  the  day,  who  would  be  bound 
to  the  people  by  no  tie  of  regular  responsibility,  and 
be,  in  every  respect,  more  liable  to  cabal,  intrigue,  and 
corruption,  than  the  Legislature  itself  And  when  we 
reflect  that  the  entire  Electoral  vote  of  a  State,  upon 
which  the  Presidential  election  itself  might  turn, 
would  frequently  depend  upon  the  integrity  of  a  few 
men,  perhaps  of  a  single  individual,  it  is  difficult  to 
conceive  a  state  of  things  in  which  there  would  be 
stronger  inducements,  or  greater  facilities  for  intrigue 
and  corruption.  By  dividing  the  States  into  districts, 
all  these  evils  would  be  avoided.  The  will  ot  the 
people  would  be  fairly  expressed.  No  political  combi- 
nations would  be  necessary  or  practicable.  Every 
district  would,  at  least,  have  its  own  centre  of  opera- 
lion,  upon  which  corruption  would  be  brought  to  bear 
with  its  inducements  xasily  diminished,  and  its  conse- 
qaeuces  pruportionably  less  to  be  dreaded. 


The  last  branch  of  the  resolution  under  which  the 
committee  are  acting,  remains  to  be  considered. 

They  have  found  it  impracticable  absolutely  to  ex- 
clude the  possibility  of  the  election  of  President  and 
Vice  President  devolving,  in  any  event,  upon  Con- 
gress; but  they  believe,  under  the  plan  submitted, 
the  contingency  would  not  happen  once  in  a  century, 
upon  which  the  election  would  devolve  upon  that 
body.  They  propose,  in  the  event  of  no  person  re- 
ceiving a  majority  of  Electoral  votes  at  the  first  bal- 
loting, that  the  Electors  shall  again  meet,  forthwith, 
in  their  respective  States,  and  vote  for  the  two  persons 
having  the  highest  number  of  votes  in  the  first  in- 
stance. This  will  almost  invariably  insure  an  election 
by  the  Electors  at  the  second  balloting.  Indeed,  it 
may  be  fairly  presumed,  that  every  candidate  who  is 
convinced  he  cannot  be  one  of  the  two  highest,  in  the 
first  instance,  will  withdraw  from  the  contest;  and,  in 
this  manner,  the  probability  of  an  election  at  the  first 
balloting  will  be  very  much  increased. 

This  branch  of  the  amendment  is  recommended  by 
all  the  reasons  which  can  be  urged  against  the  elec- 
tion of  the  President  by  the  House  of  Representatives. 
And  these,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  are  cogent 
and  conclusive. 

All  history  teaches  us  the  melancholy  truth  that,  in 
the  election  of  a  Chief  Magistrate  of  a  great  Republic, 
intrigue  and  corruption,  under  the  various  and  insidi- 
ous disguises  which  they  are  capable  of  assuming,  are 
the  deleterious  principles  against  which  the  precau- 
tions of  human  wisdom  are  least  capable  of  providing 
an  effectual  resistance.  The  danger  to  be  apprehended 
from  these  principles  is  in  direct  proportion  to  the 
temptation  and  the  means  of  rendering  them  efficient 
instruments  in  promoting  the  views  of  ambition. 
And  what  prize  can  hold  out  more  attractive  tempta- 
tions to  the  ambitious,  thatf\he  Presidency  of  the 
United  States  1  In  pursuit  of  what  object  is  even  a 
virtuous  mind  so  much  exposed  to  the  blandishing 
delusions  of  that  wretched  casuistry,  which  makes  the 
end  sanctify  the  means!  And  when  we  advert  to 
the  immense  store  of  patronage  which  would  be  placed 
for  distribution  in  the  hands  of  the  successful  aspirant, 
it  cannot  be  disguised,  that  he  would  have  preciHely 
those  means  of  tampering  with  the  members  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  by  which  the  wages  of 
wickedness  niiRht  be  received  in  the  disguise  of  vir- 
tue's recompense;  and  the  wretch  who  sold  his  integ- 
rity, might  almost  delude  himself  into  the  belief  that 
he  was  serving  his  country.  It  is  exceedingly  un- 
pleasant to  indulge  the  idea,  that  the  representatives 
of  a  virtuous  and  enlightened  people  could  ever  be 
swerved  from  any  duly  by  selfish  or  sinister  vieTTs; 
but  we  have  the  authority  of  more  than  human  wis- 
dom for  saying,  "lead  us  not  into  temptation."  It  is 
therefore  the  deliberate  opinion  of  the  committee,  that 
the  only  effectual  mode  of  preserving  our  Government 
from  *the  corruptions  which  have  undermined  the 
liberty  of  so  many  other  nations,  "is  to  confide  the 
election  of  our  Chief  Executive  Magistrate  to  those 
who  are  farthest  removed  from  the  influence  of  his 
patronage." 

As  long  as  the  National  Legislature  continues  to 
have  so  direct  an  agency  in  the  election  of  the  Presi- 
dent, even  excluding  the  supposition  of  corrupt  influ- 
ence, the  most  injurious  effect  must  be  produced  upon 
the  character  of  its  members  and  the  temper  of  its  de- 
liberations. The  Legislators  of  the  Union  will  be  con- 
verted into  partisans  of  the  respective  candidates  for  the 
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Presidency  ;  their  mutual  crimination*  will  unavoida- 
bly distract  and  embarrsM  the  essential  buf;ineaa  of  the 
country  ;  and,  instead  of  devoting  themselves,  exclu- 
sively, to  the  great  objects  uf  their  legislative  trust,  their 
time  will  be  engrossed  in  holding  consultations  and 
projecting  device?,  for  the  purpose  of  controlling  public 
opinion  on  the  Presidential  election;  and  it  would 
but  too  certainly  result,  that  principles  would  be  sacri- 
ficed to  men. 

It  may  be  fairly  assumed,  that,  until  the  Constitu- 
tion is  amended,  the    Prchident  of  the   United  States 
will,  in   general,  be  elected  virtually  by  Congress  in 
one  form   or   another.      Without   intending  to   blend 
the  consideration  of  temporary  questions  and  passing 
events   with  the   general    views   here  presented,  the 
committee  will  be   excused  for  adverting  to   the  fact, 
that  the  eventual  choice  of  the  President  by  the  House 
of  Representatives,  in  a  mode  which  makes  a  single 
lAember  fiom  one  State  equal  to  thirty-six  from  ano- 
ther, will  always  furnish   an   argument,  or  a  pretext, 
for  those  preliminary  combinations,  which  all   admit 
to  be  evils  in  themselves,  and  only  to  be  excused  as 
the  means  of  avoiding  greater  evils.     In  this  manner, 
we  are  not  only  exposed  to  the  contingent  evil,  grow- 
ing out  of  the  Constitution  itself,  but  the  certain  evil 
oi  combinations  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  avoiding 
it.     Congress  will  not  only  have  the  power  of  choos- 
ing a  President  from  the  three  persons  who  shall  re- 
ceive the  largest  number  of  electoral   votes,  but  will 
have  a  plausible  argument  in  favor  of  nominating  a 
President,   before    the    electoral    vote    has    furnished 
thtm  with  any  certain  indication  of  popular  opinion, 
to  direct  their  choice  and  limit  the  extent  of  their  dis- 
cretion. 

It  cannot  be  disguised,  therefore,  that  the  tendency 
of  the  sUte  oi  things  now  existing  under  the  Constitu- 
tion, is  to  convert  Congress  into  a  permanent  electoral 
body.  Under  these  circumstances,  the  candidates  for 
the  Presidency,  instead  of  devoting  themselves  to  the 
service  of  the  country,  by  measures  calculated  to  pro- 
mote the  welfare  and  secure  the  confidence  of  the  peo- 
ple, will  be  tempted  to  devote  themselves  to  those  arU 
ol  conciliation  and  management,  by  which  the  mem- 
bers 01  Congress  may  be  most  elTectually  secured  in 
Iheir  interest  The  ultimate  consequence  would  be, 
that  our  Chief  Magistrates  would  be  elected  by  cabals 
of  pohlicians,  having  views  and  interests  alien  from 
those  of  the  people,  and  that  the  country  would  be 
governed  by  a  succession  of  factions,  each  proscribing 
the  members  and  destroying  the  work  of  the  one 
which  preceded  it,  and  communicating  to  the  opera- 
Uons  of  our  system  all  the  unsteadiness  of  a  turbulent 
democracy,  and  all  the  tyranny  of  a  temiwrary  des- 
potism. ^ 

The  committee,  therefore,  believe,  that  the  only 
effectual  mode  of  rendering  the  Government  efficient 
and  sttady  in  its  operations,  and  at  the  same  time 
consistent  with  the  security  of  the  general  liberty,  is 
to  intuse  more  of  the  Democratic  principle  into  the 
election  of  the  President,  making  him,  in  tact,  as  he 
la  in  theory,  the  choice  of  the  people. 

Having  thus  attempted  to  show,  they  trust  not  alto- 
tber  without  success,  that  the  rights  and  mteretts  of 
the  people  imperiously  demand  that  the  proposed 
amendment  should  be  adopted,  the  committee  will 
otUr  a  lew  concluding  remarks  upon  the  manner  in 
whKh  the  States  will  be  relatively  affected  by  it. 

It  may  be  justly  doubled  whether,  on  such  a  qnes- 
Uoa  a«  the  present,  \h%  Slates,  as  acpmrat«  communi- 


tjea,  can  have  any  interest  different  from  that  of  the 
people  of  the  Slates,  considered  merely  as  portions 
of  the  common  mass  of  our  general  population.  But, 
as  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  one  class  of  States  will 
surrender,  without  an  equivalent,  the  relative  power 
secured  to  them  by  the  Constitution,  the  committee 
ha-e  endeavored  to  introduce  into  their  plan  such  prin- 
ciples of  compromise  as  will  be  most  likely  to  secure 
a  general  acquiescence. 

The  division  of  all  the  States  into  districts  will  pre- 
vent them  from  moving  in  consohdated  masses,  and 
will  diminish  the  relative  power  of  the  large  States 
more  than  that  of  the  small  Slates  ;  but  for  this  there 
is  an  ample  and  equitable  equivalent,  in  the  dimin- 
ished  probability  that  the  election  of  the  President 
will  come  into  Congress,  and  in  the  surrender  by  the 
small  States,  of  their  equal  power,  even  when  that 
contingency  shall  happen.  This  compromise  is  forci- 
bly recommended  by  the  con8ideration  that  the  pow- 
ers given  up,  both  by  the  large  and  the  small  States, 
are  powers  which  they  ought  not  in  justice  to  posses*, 
and  which  are  not  transferred  from  one  to  another, 
but  surrendered  by  both  to  the  people. 

As  it  is  obvious  that  neither  the  large  nor  the  small 
States  ever  will  consent,  or  perhaps  ever  ought  to  con- 
sent, to  correct  the  great  and  increasing  evils  of  our 
present  system,  without  mutual  equivalents,  similar  to 
those  provided  in  the  plan  submitted  by  the  committee, 
ihe  question  for  both  to  determine  is,  whether  they 
will  submit  to  the  existing  evils,  great  as  they  are,  by 
the  admission  of  all,  or  magnanimously  offer  up,  on  the 
altar  of  their  common  country,  powers  which  are  nei- 
ther consistent  with  the  rights  of  the  people,  the  purity 
of  the  Government,  or  the  harmony  of  the  Union. 

Resolved^  4-c.,  That   the  following   amendment  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  be  proposed  to 
the  Legislatures  of  the  several  States,  which,  when 
ratified  by  three-fourths  thereof,  shall  be  vjlid,  to  all  in- 
tents and  purposes,  as  a  part  of  the  said  Constitution  : 
"  For  the  purpose  of  choosing  a  President  and  Vice 
President   of  the   United  Stales,   each  State  shall  be 
divided  by  the  Legislature  thereof  into  so  many  dis- 
tricts as  the  State  shall  be  entitled  to  Representative* 
in    Congress,   and  each  district  shall  be  composed  of 
contiguous  or  coterminous  territory,  and  contain   as 
nearly  as  may  be  conveniently  the  number  of  persons 
for  whom  the  State  is  entitled  to  a  Representative  ac- 
cording to  the  apportionment;  which  districts,  when 
laid  off,  may  not  be  altered  until  after  another  census 
shall  have  been   taken.     The  inhabiUnU  of  each  of 
the  said  districts,  who  shall  have  the  qualifications  re- 
quisite for  electors  of  the  most  numerous  branch  of 
the  State   Legislature,   shall   appoint  one  Elector  of 
President  and  Vice  President,  having  the  same  quali- 
fications.    The  Electors  appointed  shall  meet  in  their 
respective  States,  and  appoint  the  two  other  Electors 
to  which  the  State  is  entitled,  and  also  fill  up  vacancies, 
if  such  there  shall  be,  from  death,  sickness,  inability, 
or  non-attendance,  of  electors  appointed  by  the  people. 
The  whole  number  of  Electors  of  each  State  shall  then 
vole,  by  ballot,  for  the  President  and  Vice  President, 
one  of  whom,  at  least,  shall  not  be  an  inhabitant  of 
the  same  State  with  themselves.      They  shall  name  in 
their  balloU  the  person  voted  tor  as  President,  and,  in 
distinct  balloU,   the   peri^on  voted  for  as   Vice  Presi- 
dent ;  and  they  shall  make  lists  of  all  persons  voted 
for  as  President,  and  of  all  persons  voted   for'  as  Vice 
President,  showing   the   number   of  votes    given   for 
each,  which  lists  they  shall  sign  and  certify,  and  trans- 
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mil,  sealed  up,  to  the  Seat  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  directed  to  the  President  of  the  Sen- 
ate, who,    on   receiving   the   same,  shall  call  a  joint 
meeting  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represenlatived, 
in  which  he  shall  preside.      He  shall,  in  the  presence 
of  such  joint  meeting,  open   all  the  certificates,  and 
the  votes  shall  be  counted.     If  any  person  shall  have 
the  votes  of  a  majority  of  the  whole  number  of  Elec- 
tors appointed,  he  shall  bo  the  President ;  and  if  no 
person  shall  have  the  votes  of  such  majority,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Senate  shall,  by  proclamation,  and  by  noli- 
ficction   to  the   Executive  of  each  State,    as   also  to 
each  of  the  Electors  appointed,  declare  the  fact,  that 
no  person  is  chosen  President,  and  the  name*  of  the 
persons  having  the   two   highest   numbers   of  votes. 
The  Electors  shall  thereupon  meet  agsin  in  their  re- 
spective States,  fill  up  vacancies  in  their  body,  if  any 
shall  have  occurred,  from  death,  sickness,  inability,  or 
failure  to  attend,  of  any  of  the  Electors  previously  ap- 
pointed, and  shall  then  proceed  to  vote  for  one  of  the 
persons,  as  President,  who,  at  the  first  meeting,  had 
one  of  the  two   highest  numbers  of  votes  of  all  the 
Electors  ;  they  shall  make   and  transmit,  as  already 
prescribed,  lists  of  the  persons  voted  for  at  the  second 
meeting,  which  shall  be  counted  in  like  manner  as 
the  votes  given  at  the  first  meeting;  if,  on  counting 
the  votes  given  by  the  Electors  of  such  second  meet- 
ing, it  shall  appear  that  one  of  the  persons  who  had 
one  of  the  two  highest  numbers  of  the  votes  given  at 
the  first  meeting.'has  a  majority  of  the  votes  of  all  the 
Electors  given  at  the  second  meeting,  he  shall  be  the 
President ;  and    if  no  person   has  such   majority,  the 
members  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives, 
in  joint  meeting,  shall,  without  separating,  voting  in- 
dividually, and  not  by  States,  choose  the  President,  in 
manner  following  :  a  majority  of  the  whole  number 
of  Senators  and  Representatives  present,  and  voting, 
,  being  necessary  to  a  choice  ;  if  there  be  two  or  more 
persons,  each   of  whom  have  the  highest  number  of 
Electoral    votes,  given   at  the  second  meeting,  each 
one  of  them  shall  be  chosen  ;  if  there  be  only  one  per- 
son having  the  highest  number  of  Electoral  votes,  less 
than  a  mojority,  one  of  the  persons  who  have  one  of 
the    two   highest   numbers  of  votes  shall  be  chosen  ; 
whenever  more  than  two  persons  shall   be  eligible  by 
the  joint  meeting,  and  no  choice  shall  be  made  on  the 
first  ballot,  the  number  shall  be  reduced,  by  dropping 
those  who  shall  receive  the  smallest  number  of  votes, 
until  no  more  than  two  remain,  one  of  whom  ahall  be 
chosen  ;  if  two  persons  shall  receive  an  equal  number 
of  votes,  being  each  one  moiety  of  the  whole  number 
given,  he  who  had  the  highest  number  of  Electoral 
votes,  given  at  the  second  meeting,  shall  be  the  Presi- 
dent ;  and  if  they  had  an  equal  number  of  rotes  at 
such  second  meeting,  he  who  had  the  highest  number 
of  Electoral  votes  given  at  the  first  meeting,  shall  be 
the  President ;  and  if  they  had  an  equal  number  of 
Electoral  votes,  given  at  the  first  meeting  also,  then 
the   Senators    and    Representatives   shall  ballot  until 
one  of  them  is  chosen. 

"  The  person  having  the  highest  number  of  votes  as 
"Vice  President,  given  at  the  firat  meeting  of  the  Elec- 
tors, shall  l>e  the  Vice  President,  if  such  number  be  a 
majority  of  the  whole  number  of  Electors  appointed  ; 
and  if  no  person  have  such  majority,  and  a  PreaiJent 
ahall  not  have  been  chosen  at  such  first  meeting,  the 
same  proceedings  shall  be  had  for  the  choice  of  a  Vice 
Pre»ident  as  are  prescribed  for  the  choice  of  a  Presi- 
dent; but  if,  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  Electors,  a 
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President  shall  have  been  chosen,  and  a  Vice  Presi- 
dent shall  not  have  been  chosen,  then,  from  the  per- 
sons having  the  two  highest  numbers  on  the  list,  th« 
Senate  ahall  choose  the  Vice  President;  a  quorum 
for  the  purpose  shall  consist  of  two-thirds  of  the  whole 
number  of  Senators  ;  and  a  majority  of  the  number 
present,  and  voting,  shall  be  necessary  to  a  choice. 

"  The  Congress  may,  by  law,  fix  the  day  for  ap. 
pointing  Electors  for  President  and  Vice  President, 
and  the  days  for  giving  their  votes  the  first  and  aec- 
ond  lime,  which  days  shall  be  the  same  throughout 
the  United  States  ;  and  the  day  for  giving  their  votes 
the  first  time,  shall  be  not  less  than  ten,  nor  more 
than  twenty  days  from  the  day  fixed  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  Electors. 

'•  The  Legislature  of  each  State  shall  have  power  to 
appoint  the  places  of  holding  elections  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  Electors,  to  prescribe  the  manner  of  voting, 
and  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  proper  persons 
to  conduct  such  elections,  with  authority  to  declare, 
definitively,  the  result  thereof ;  but  the  Congress  may, 
by  law,  make  or  alter  such  regulations,  and  may  also 
lay  off  into  dislricU,  for  appointing  Eleclora,  any 
State,  the  Legislature  whereof  shall  have  faileU  to  lay 
oir  the  same  as  herein  directed." 

Mr.  McDuFFiE,  from  the  same  committee,  also 
reported  a  joint  resolution,  proposing  an  amend- 
ment to  the  Consiitutioa  of  the  United  Stales,  as 
respects  the  elecliou  of  members  of  the  House  of 
Representatives;  which  resolution  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  the  stale  of  the  Union.  The  resoliuioa 
is  as  follows : 

Resolved,  &c.  That  the  following  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  Slates  be  proposed  to  the 
Legislatures  of  the  several  Sutes,  which,  when  ratified 
by  three-fourths  thereof,  shall  be  part  of  said  Consti- 
tution : 

"  For  the  purpose  of  electing  representatives  in  Con- 
gress, each  State  shall  be  divided,  by  the  Legislatore 
thereof,  into  as  many  districU  as  will  equal  the  number 
of  Representatives  to  which  such  State  may  be  entitled 
in  Congress,  and  each  district  shall  be  composed  of 
contiguous  or  conterminous  territory,  and  contain,  a* 
nearly  aa  may  be  conveniently,  the  number  of  persona 
which  entitles  the  Stale  to  a  representative  in  Con- 
gress, according  to  the  apportionment ;  which  diatrict*, 
when  laid  off,  ahall  not  bt,  altered  until  after  another 
census  shall  be  taken.  Each  of  the  said  districU  shall 
elect  one  Repreaenlative  to  Congress,  and  the  time*,/, 
places,  and  manner,  of  holding  the  elections  in  the 
said  districts  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  Legislature*  of 
the  Slates  respectively  ;  but  the  Congress  may,  at  any^y 
time,  by  law,  make  or  alter  such  regulations." 


Tdesday,  December  23. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  from  V'irginia,  John 
Floyd,  appeared,  was  qualified,  and  look  his  seat 

Mr.  Cobb  presented  a  petition  of  Peter  L.  Jack- 
son, of  the  Slate  of  Georgia,  setting  forth  that  he 
is  a  native  of  England,  and  arrived  in  the  United 
Stales  in  the  year  1802,  a  minor;  that  he  has  not 
been  naturalized  according  to  the  laws  on  that  sub- 
ject; but  that,  having  arrived  a  minor;  haviag 
grown  into  manhood ;  having  married  a  native 
American  woman,  and  raised  a  family  of  children ; 
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and  htvioff,  in  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain, 
repeatedly  performed  military  duty;  and,  subse- 
quently, been  repeatedly  appointed  to  office  by  the 
Executive  and  by  the  people  of  Greorgia,  he  ever 
considered  himself  a  citizen  of  the  United  States: 
but  that,  owing  to  information  lodged  by  some 
evil  disposed  persons,  he  has  been,  recently,  ejected 
from  a  civil  office,  to  which  he  was  elected  by  the 
people  of  Putnam  county,  in  Georgia,  in  conse- 
quence of  its  being  decided  by  a  judicial  tribunal 
that  he  is  not  a  citizen  of  the  United  Slater ;  and 
praying  that  a  special  act  may  be  passed,  admit- 
ting him,  forthwith,  to  the  rights  of  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States;  which  petition  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Owen  presented  a  petition  of  Thomas  F. 
Townley,  on  behalf  of  himself  and  the  other  heirs 
at  law  of  the  late  Don  Miguel  Eslava,  praying 
that  all  right  of  the  United  States  to  certain  tracts 
of  land  granted  by  the  late  Spanish  government 
of  Louisiana  to  their  anccNtor,  may  be  relinquished 
to  the  petitioners;  which  petition  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  Webster,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported 
a  bill  to  repeal  in  part  an  act,  entitled  ^'An  act  to 
lessen  the  compensation  for  marshal?,  clerks,  and 
attorneys,  in  the  cases  therein  mentioned  ;"  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

Mr.  Webster,  from  the  same  committee,  who 
were  also  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  allowing  costs  in  certain  suits  concerning  the 
rights  of  patentees,  reported  a  bill  concerning  costs 
in  certain  cases;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mited  to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to 
which  is  committed  the  bill  last  mentioned. 

Mr.  VV^ebstkr,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  considera- 
tion of  the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Pem- 
bina, or  Lord  Selkirk's  settlement,  on  Red  river 
of  Hudson  Bay,  on  the  ground  that  there  was  noth- 
ing in  their  petition  upon  winch  the  Judiciary  : 
Committee  could  act ;  which  motion  was  agreed  ' 
to.  I 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- ! 
merce,  reported  a  biH  for  the  relief  of  William  j 
Bartlett  and  John  Stearns,  owners  of  the  schooner  ' 
Angler;  and  Nathaniel  Carver,  owner  of  the 
schooner  Harmony,  and  others ;  which  bill  was  ' 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  ! 
Whole.  I 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Committee 
on  private  Land  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of  John  Jenkins,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for 
his  relief;  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  com-  ; 
milted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole.  | 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  same  committee,  made  ' 
a  report  on  the  petition  of  William  Kendall,  ac- 
corafanied  by  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which  bill  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of; 
the  whole   House  to  which  is  committed   the  bill 
last  mentioned.  i 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Plimer,  of  New  Hampshire,  ' 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  were  instructed' 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing,  by  law,  ' 


for  compelling  the  attendance  of  witnesses  before 
commissioners  named  in  commissions  issued  by 
the  courts  of  the  United  States,  for  taking  evidence 
in  other  districts  of  the  United  States  than  those 
where  the  courts  are  held  :  And,  also,  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  establishing,  by  law,  a  mode  of  taking 
evidence  in  equity  cases  depending  in  the  courts 
of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Little,  from  the  Commitltee  on  Pensions 
and  Revolutionary  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Sarah  Chilwood;  which  was  read  iwi<^, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President 
or  the  United  States,  which  is  as  follows: 

To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States : 

I  herewith  transmit  to  Congress  a  statement,  bj 
VVilliam  Lambert,  explanatory  of  his  astronomical 
calculations,  which  were  made  with  a  view  to  estab- 
liith  the  longitude  of  the  Capitol. ' 

JAMES  MO.NROE. 

Wa6hi!I6to!»,  December  23,  1823. 

The  Message  was  read,  and,  with  the  accom- 
panying documents,  referred  to  the  Joint  Library 
Committee. 

Mr.  Mallary  laid  the  following  resolution  on 
the  table,  for  consideration  to-morrow,  viz: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  lay  l>efore  this  House  such  information 
aa  he  may  possess,  (which  may  be  ducloaed  without 
injury  to  the  public  good,)  relative  to  the  delermina* 
tion  of  any  sovereign,  or  combinations  of  sovereigns, 
to  assist  ^pain  in  the  sul>jugation  of  her  late  colonies 
on  the  American  continent;  and  whether  any  Gov- 
ernment of  Europe  is  disposed  or  determined  to  op- 
pose any  aid  or  assistance  which  such  sovereign,  or 
combination  of  sovereigns,  may  alTord  to  Spain  for  the 
subjugation  of  her  late  colonies  above  mentioned. 

IMPRISONMENT  FOR    DEBT. 

Mr.  Webster,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate  supplementary  to  the  act  "for  the  relief  of 
persons  imprisoned  for  debt,"  reported  the  same, 
with  an  amendment,  changing  the  whole  tenor  of 
the  bill. 

Mr.  Webster  explained  the  grounds  on  which 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  had  proposed  this 
amendment.  The  act  of  1800,  he  said,  provided 
that  the  oath,  in  the  case  of  insolvent  debtors, 
should  be  administered  by  the  district  judge;  but, 
if  he  resides  more  than  twenty  miles  from  the 
place  of  impri>onment,  then  the  oath  may  be  ad- 
ministered by  a  commissioner,  to  be  appointed  by 
the  district  judge.  The  bill  from  the  Senate  pro- 
poses to  provide,  further,  that,  whore  a  citation  has 
been  issued,  in  case  of  absence  or  inability  of  the 
judge,  dec,  the  oath  may  be  administered  by  a 
commissioner,  according  to  the  mode  prescribed 
by  iheact  of  ISOO.  Thecommitteeof  thi^  House,  on 
examining  the  subject,  thought  it  better  to  provide 
that  in  all  cases  the  required  oaih  may  be  admin- 
istered by  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  the  dis- 
trict judge  of  the  district  in  which  he  resides,  or  by 
any  commissioner  appointed  by  either  of  them. 
In  the  shape  in  which  the  bill  came  from  the  Sen- 
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ate,  it  would  not  afford  a  remedy,  it  was  believed, 
in  the  very  case  which  gave  rise  to  it. 

The  House  concurred  in  the  amendment  re- 
Doried  by  the  committee;  and,  thus  amended,  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

LIGHTHOUSES,  BEACONS,  Ac. 

The  resolutions  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr. 
Livi.NosTON,  calling  on  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  for  information  respecting  lighthouses 
and  beacons,  on  the  Bahama  banks  and  coast  of 
Florida,  and  requesting  that  the  President  may 
negotiate  for  the  cession  of  so  much  land  on  Aba- 
co  as  is  necessary  for  the  erection  of  a  lighthouse, 
were  taken  up. 

In  supporting  the  resolutions,  Mr.  Livingston 
observed,  in  relation  to  the  first  of  them,  that  he 
wa?  well  aware  that  measures  had  already  been 
taken  by  Government,  preparatory  to  the  erection 
of  lighthouses  on  two  of  the  points  referred  to, 
viz:  on  the  Dry  Tortugas,  and  at  or  near  Cape 
Florida.  But,  although  the  necessary  surveys  were 
nearly  completed,  much   time  must  unavoidably 
elapse  before  a  report  of  the  proceedings  could  be 
laid  before  the  department  to  which  they  apper- 
tained ;  and,  in   the  meanwhile,  sufficient  infor- 
mation might  be  laid  before  Congress  to  authorize  ; 
them  to  act  upon  the  subject,  so  that  the  Secreta- 
ry  of  the  Treasury  could   advertise,   the  ensuing 
season,  for  contracts  for  erecting  the  several  works  I 
contemplated  in  the  resolutions.     Those  works,  ' 
Mr.  L.  said,  were  of  pressing  necessity.     The  nav-  I 
igation  of  the  seas,  over  and  within  the  vicinity  I 
ot  the  Bahama  banks,  was  exposed  to  very  great ' 
danger,  and  had  already  suffered  much  from  ship-  i 
wrecks.     Not   to  mention   the  losses  which  had  I 
thus  occurred  to  vessels  in  the  merchant  service, } 
the  United  States  had  suffered,  in  wrecks  of  her  I 
public  armed  vessels  in   those  seas,   more   than  i 
would  have  sufficed  to  cover  the  expense  of  the  ' 
entire  system  of  measures  proposed  in  these  reso- 
lutions. 

The  second  resolution  he  conceived  to  be  ne- 
cessary for  making  the  navigation  of  the  Bahama 
channel,  both  ways,  secure.  Ships  were  contin- 
ually passing  over  the  Bahama  banks,  where  the 
water  was  shallow,  and  the  neighboring  land  very 
low;  in  consequence  of  which,  they  were  immi- 
nently exposed  to  shipwreck.  The  wrecks  on 
Abaco  alone  would,  he  said,  amount  to  an  im- 
mense sum.  A  lighthouse  on  that  i>land,  at  or 
near  the  site  of  the  Hole  in  the  Wall,  would  great- 
ly, if  not  entirely,  remove  the  danger  which  now 
existed,  and  render  navigation  safe.  But,  for  the 
erection  of  such  lighthouse,  previous  negotiation 
would  be  necessary,  in  order  to  obtain  the  groand 
on  which  to  build  it.  Of  the  success  of  such  ne- 
gotiation, there  could  be  no  doubt.  The  British 
Government  had  no  interest  hostile  to  sach  a 
measure;  but,  on  the  contrary,  they  were  inter- 
ested in  Its  favor,  for  the  same  reason  with  our- 
selves, although  not  to  the  same  extent.  Besides 
the  spots  on  which  lighthouses  were  erected,  there 
were  others  which  ought  to  be  designated  by 
buoys. 

The  third  resolution,  Mr.  L.  said,  was  intended 


to  obtain  information  in  respect  to  a  class  of  islets, 
concerning  the  true  jurisdiction  of  which  he  con- 
fessed  himself  to   be   ignorant ;  he  meant  those 
small  rocky  islands  which  are  separated  from  the 
Bahama  bank   by  deep  channels,  and  therefore 
might  possibly  be  considered  as  not  included  in 
the  British  jurisdiction,  which  confessedly  extends 
over  the  bank  itself.  If,  on  investigation,  it  should 
appear  that  these  islets  do  belong  to  Great  Brit- 
ain, then  they  would   be  included  in  the  range  of 
the  second  resolution,  which  relates  to  the  cession 
;  of  the  requisite  territory  for  lighthouses  and  bea- 
\  cons.     But  if,  on  the  contrary,  it  should  be  ascer- 
j  lained  that  they  are  not  British  territory,  then  a 
I  question  would  arise,  whether  they  were  not  liable 
to   become  ours    by  right  of  occupancy.     They 
'  would    afford    temptations    to  occupancy   for  no 
I  other  purpose  than  that  proposed  in  the  resolution. 
They  contain,  in  general,  no  soil,  being  little  more 
than  bare  rocks  washed  by  the  sea,  yet  are  of  such 
formation  as  to  admit  of  the  placing  of  buoys  and 
beacons  up|on  them  for  the  warning  and  direction 
of  the  mariner,  &c. 
I      The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  resolutions 
j  of  Mr.    LiviNG-sTON,  and  they  were  agreed   to, 

without  opposition. 
!      The  resolution   yesterday  offered  by  Mr.  Heh- 
I  RICK,  calling  for  detailed  information  respecting 
the  extent  of  post  routes,  amount  of  postages,  Ac., 
j  was  called  up  and  adopted. 

[  COMMERCE  WITH   GREECE,  &c. 

The  resolution  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr. 
BflECK,  calling  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
for  the  amount  of  exports  and  imports  to  and  from 
Greece,  Asia  Minor,  and  Egypt,  from  1820  to 
1822,  with  the  duties  on  these  imports,  was  next 
taken  up. 

Mr.  Breck,  in  explaining  the  object  of  the  reso- 
lution now  before  the  House,  said  that  it  was  ob- 
viously necessary,  before  we  entered  into  any 
measure,  such  as  that  proposed  by  a  resolution 
now  before  the  House  respecting  a  mission  to 
Greece,  which  might  be  deemed  by  the  Turkish 
Government  a  measure  of  a  hostile  character,  that 
we  should  lully  understand  the  amount  of  the 
trade,  which  we  might,  in  consequence  of  such 
hostility,  be  obliged  to  relinquish,  as  well  as  the 
probable  amount  of  revenue  to  arise  out  of  the 
trade  we  may,  in  consequence,  gain.  With  this 
view,  the  resolution  calls  for  distinct  statements 
of  the  amount  and  value  of  imports  and  exports 
from  and  to  the  countries  now  under  the  control 
of  the  Turkish  Government,  and  from  those  pos- 
sessed by  the  Greeks  in  arms. 

Mr.  Newton  (Chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Commerce)  observed,  that  he  was  always  in  fa- 
vor of  obtauiing  information  ;  but,  in  the  present 
case,  if  the  gentleman  who  had  moved  this  reso- 
lution would  turn  to  the  documents  already  before 
this  House,  he  would  there  find  all  the  informa- 
tioTi  he  seeks.  The  exports  and  imports  of  the 
United  States  to  every  part  of«the  world  are  there 
distinctly  stated.  In  the  annua!  report  of  last 
year,  the  exports  of  the  year  ending  September 
1822,  to  Africa,  are  slated  to  amount  to  ^115,544 
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and  the  exports  to  8141,378.  A  report  of  this 
description  is  made  every  year  ;  and  that  for  the 
present  year  will  soon  be  before  the  House.  Mr. 
N.  thought,  therefore,  that,  as  the  ofl5cers  of  Gov- 
ernment have  so  much  to  do  already,  it  was  a 
pity  to  burden  thera  with  labors  of  hupererogaiion. 

Mr.  Breck  replied. — From  the  remarks  of  the 
honorable  gentleman,  he  was  persuaded  he  had 
been  misunderstood.  The  object  he  wished  to  get 
at  was  a  statement  of  the  commerce  of  this  coun- 
try to  Greece,  to  Smyrna,  and  to  Egypt,  separately. 
That  to  Greece  would  be  included  in  the  tables 
relating  to  Europe,  and  that  to  Smyrna  in  those 
of  Asia;  so  that  the  statement  of  the  gentleman 
respecting  our  trade  to  Africa  did  not  reach  the 
case  he  aimed  at.  Beside::,  it  would  be  a  matter* 
of  much  labor  to  pick  outof  the  general  statements 
from  the  Treasury  the  information  he  wanted. 
One  gentleman  would  state  it  at  one  amount  and 
another  at  another,  but  a  clerk  in  the  office  could 
do  all  he  wished  to  have  done  in  half  an  hour,  and 
then  the  statement  would  be  clear  and  intelligible 
to  all.  Then  the  House  would  be  able  to  see,  at 
a  glance,  what  we  must  lose  by  a  quarrel  with  the 
Turks,  and  what  we  are  likely  to  gain  by  it,  even 
should  the  Greeks  succeed  in  establishing  their 
independence. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  said  he  was  not  disposed,  any 
more  than  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  to  object, 
in  general,  to  inquiries  for  information — but  he 
really  thought  that  now  proposed  unnecessary. 
The  information,  said  Mr.  C,  wliich  the  gentle- 
man seems  to  desire,  may  be  reached  by  consulting 
a  (ingle  line  of  the  documents  from  the  Treasury. 
For  we  have  no  trade  to  Egypt,  of  any  kind,  nor 
any  direct  trade  with  the  Archipelago.  All  our 
direct  trade  is  with  Smyrna,  at  least  all  contracts 
are  made  there,  &c.  Even  the  oil  and  wine  we 
obtain  from  Greece  we  gel  through  Smyrna.  All, 
therefore,  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Trt-asury  can 
give,  in  answer  to  this  call,  will  be  dimply  a  state- 
ment of  the  exports  and  imports  to  Smyrna. 

Mr.  Newton  made  a  few  further  observations 
to  the  same  import  as  those  already  reported. 

Mr.  Webster  said  that  he  had  no  objection  to 
the  call  for  information,  if  the  gentleman  wished 
it — but  the  gentleman  had  mistaken  the  purport 
of  the  motion  he  had  formerly  made  on  the  subject 
of  the  Greeks,  if  he  conceived  that  the  scope  of 
that  resolution  was  such  as  to  produce  a  quarrel 
with  the  Turkish  Government.  His  object  in 
rising  now,  was  to  state,  that  he  had  submitted 
no  resolution  which,  in  his  judgment,  would  lead 
to  any  such  thing — and  he  wished  to  prevent  any 
such  impression  from  going  abroad  as  that  his 
resolution  was  a  declaration  of  war  against  the 
Turks.  Nodoubt  the  United  States  had  a  valuable 
commerce  with  Smyrna — but  so  they  had  in  the 
ports  of  Spain,  when  similar  inquiries,  with  re- 
spect to  that  country,  were  made  in  Congress. 
There  was  no  jeopardy  of  our  commerce  implied 
in  either  case.  The  object  of  my  resolution,  said 
Mr.  W.,  is  simply  an-aulhorized  inquiry  into  facts. 
With  these  remarks,  he  said,  he  had  no  objection 
to  the  resolution  now  before  the  House. 

Mr.   Wood,  of  New  York,  in  support  of  the 


resolution,  observed  that  its  object  was  not  to 
obtain  the  amounlof  the  commerce  to  Smyrna,  but 
that  to  the  Peloponnesus,  to  Greece,  to  "  Greece 
in  arms."  The  tables  to  which  gentlemen  had 
referred  the  mover,  did  not  discriminate  Greece 
proper  from  the  Greeks  in  Asia  Minor.  The  seat 
of  the  contest  between  the  Greeks  and  the  Turks 
was  Greece  proper — and  the  resolution  asked  the 
amount  of  our  trade  to  this  part  of  Greece,  that 
we  might  be  able  to  form  some  estimate  what  we 
should  gain,  as  well  as  what  we  should  lose,  by 
any  measure  that  might  go  to  involve  us  in  any 
degree  in  their  controversy. 

Mr.  Storrs  said,  that  to  him  it  appeared  that 
the  obtaining  of  the  information  sought  for  by  the 
resolution,  was,  in  the  nature  of  the  case,  imprac- 
ticabi*.  Xiiere  is  none  to  be  obtained  on  which 
we  can  practically  rely.  He  would  submit  to  the 
honorable  gentleman  himself,  who  had  moved  the 
resolution,  whether  it  was  possible  to  get  the  dis- 
tinct facts  he  wished  to  obtain.  From  whence 
were  they  to  be  had  in  any  authentic  form  7  And 
if  they  could  be  got  at  all,  they  must  come  too 
late  in  the  session  to  bear  un  the  discussion  con- 
templated. All  that  was  useful  to  the  House  was 
\o  be  found  in  the  statistical  table  which  had  been 
referred  to.  The  motion  did  not  propose  to  call 
for  any  statements  since  1822.  What  is  asked 
for,  was  the  amount  of  our  commerce  to  Greece 
and  the  Levant,  previous  to  that  lime,  and  that 
was  already  in  the  possession  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Wood,  in  further  explanation,  said,  that 
the  object  of  the  resolution  proposed  by  Mr.  Web- 
ster, and  now  laying  on  the  table,  was  to  form  a 
basis  for  intercourse  with  Greece,  either  political 
or  commercial.  If  a  political  intercourse  was  the 
object,  he  did  not  want  the  information  now  called 
for;  but  he  took  it  for  granted  that  the  great  ob- 
ject aimed  at,  and  the  sole  one  consistent  with 
prudence,  was  a  commercial  intercourse.  Then, 
before  we  incurred  the  expense  of  an  Ambassador 
or  Plenipotentiary,  or  other  public  agency,  it  was 
first  pioper  to  ascertain  whether  the  productions 
of  that  country  were  so  valuable,  or  it>  consump- 
tion so  extensive,  as  to  make  it  an  object  worthy 
of  the  expense  of  the  proposed  mission. 

Mr.  Ca.mbr£leng  said,  that  he  was  sorry  again 
to  trouble  the  House,  but  he  felt  persuaded  that 
he  was  himself  able  to  give  the  gentleman  all  the 
information  he  aimed  at,  without  troubling  the 
Department  for  it.  To  Greece  proper,  that  is, 
(o  Macedonia,  the  Peloponnesus,  and  Thrace,  we 
have  not  now,  and  never  have  had,  any  direct 
trade  at  all.  All  we  had,  of  any  kind,  with 
Greece,  was  through  Smyrna,  on  the  one  side,  or 
Trieste  on  the  other.  A  call,  therefore,  for  a 
statement  of  our  commerce  to  Greece  pro|>er,  would 
certainly  produce  no  result. 

Mr.  Breck  explain^^d — He  never  had  intended 
to  in.<iinuate  that  the  resolution  of  the  honorable 
member  from  Massachusetts  was  intended  to  lead 
to  hostilities  with  the  Turks — all  he  said  was,  that 
the  Turks  might  choo.se  to  view  it  as  a  hostile 
measure,  for  which  it  was  proper  we  should  be 
prepared.  The  gentleman  from  New  York  had 
said  that  we  have  no  direct  trade  whatever  with 
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Greece  proper.  How  was  this  to  be  reconciled 
with  the  fact  stated  by  Mr.  Hobhouse,  in  his  late 
account  of  his  travels  in  that  country,  that  the 
United  States  have  a  Consul  at  Patras,  an  im- 
portant port  in  the  Morea?  However,  since  the 
gentleman  had  kindly  offered  to  furnish  the  infor- 
mation at  which  he  aimed  by  the  resolution,  he 
would  forbear  to  press  it  for  the  present. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  I^reck,  his  resolution  was 
then  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

ADJUSTMENT  OF  LAND  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  Cook,  of  Illinoi":,  oftered  the  following  re- 
solution for  consideration : 

Retolved,  Thit  a  committe*  he  appointed  to  inqnire 
into  the  expediency  of  reporting  a  bill  to  provide  for 
the  appointment  of  a  board  of  commissioners  to  ex- 
amine and  adjust  all  claims  to  land  by  individuals 
•gainst  the  United  States,  where  such  claims  depend 
on  titles  derived  either  from  any  law  of  the  United 
States,  or  act  of  any  foreign  Governments,  and  which 
have  been  granted  to  the  United  States  by  virtue  of 
any  treaty  or  compact  with  such  foreign  Governments. 

In  offering  this  resolution, 

Mr.  Cook  said  that  something  more  than  four 
years  experience  in  the  House  had  led  him  to  the 
conclusion,  that  much  of  the  time  of  the  House 
might  be  saved  by  the  establishment  of  a  tribunal 
of  the  description  which  he  proposed,  and  much 
of  the  money  of  the  people,  too,  the  expenditure 
of  which  IS  caused  by  the  protracted  sessions  of 
Congress.  It  had  long  been  a  desirable  object  to 
take  from  this  House  a  great  portion  of  the  labor 
which  grows  out  of  the  investigation  of  these 
claims.  It  was  impossible,  indeed,  from  the  na- 
ture of  things,  that  the  House  could  thoroughly 
understand  and  correctly  decide  upon  the  vast 
number  of  claims  which  are  continually  present- 
ed for  their  consideration.  His  object,  then,  was, 
that  some  plan  should  be  presented  to  the  House, 
the  details  of  which  might  become  a  subject  of 
consideration  after  the  bill  was  reported.  He  ad- 
Terted  to  the  fact,  that  more  than  a  million  of 
acres  of  land  are  reserved  from  sale  for  the  pur- 
pose of  satisfying  such  claims  as  should  be  found 
admissible,  which  claims  have  been  kept  in  sus- 
pense, some  of  them  for  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  cen- 
tury, and  all  of  them  too  long.  Injustice  was  thus 
done  to  the  Government,  by  keeping  up  the  land 
from  sale,  or  to  the  individuals  who  claim  it  by 
withholding  from  them  their  right.  A  board  of 
commissioners,  if  established,  might  either  pass 
upon  the  claims  definitely,  or  collect  evidence, 
and  digest  and  report  it  to  Congress,  with  their 
opinion  thereupon.  More  justice  would  in  this 
manner  be  done,  as  well  as  much  time  be  saved. 
For  the  last  four  years  it  had  been  seen  that  many 
measures  of  national  importance  had  been  entire- 
ly passed  over,  for  the  want  of  time  on  the  part 
of  the  House  to  act  upon  them.  In  consequence 
of  the  time  occupied  by  the  discussion  of  land 
claims,  in  which  members  felt,  for  their  constitu- 
ents, a  deep  interest,  the  great  subject  of  manufac- 
tures, for  example,  among  many  others,  had  been 
tossed  aside,  or  permitted  to  slumber  on  the  tables. 


It  was  to  endeavor  to  provide  a  remedy  for  this 
crying  evil,  that  he  had  proposed  this  resolution. 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  moved  to  lay^the 
resolution  on  the  table.  Negatived,  seventy-five 
to  sixty-five. 

Mr.  Foot  said  his  object  in  this  motion  was  to 
avoid  a  discussion,  off-hand,  on  this  proposition, 
which,  being  affirmative,  could  not  be  expected  to 
pass  without  a  discussion  of  the  principle  which 
was  involved  in  it. 

Mr.  Cook  said  it  was  by  no  means  his  object 
to  invite  discussion,  or  to  consume  any  considera- 
ble portion  of  the  time  of  the  House.  He  had  of- 
fered it  from  a  firm  conviction  that  there  was  a 
disposition,  on  the  part  of  this  House,  to  resort  to 
some  plan  to  abridge  the  labor  to  which  it  is  now 
subjected.  The  resolution  presented  to  the  House 
no  question  but  that  of  the  expediency  of  having 
a  plan  presented  for  its  consideration,  which  was 
all  that  the  select  committee  would  have  to  do. 
It  was  not  his  wish  to  bring  on  a  discussion  now, 
of  the  principle  which  the  plan  would  involve. 

Mr.  CoNDicT  moved  to  amend  the  resolution 
so  as  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reporting 
a  plan,  <tc. 

Mr.  Cook  accepted  this  amendment  as  a  modi- 
fication of  his  motion.  He  said  it  would  probably 
answer  his  purpose  as  well  as  his  original  motion. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  to 
amend  the  resolution,  so  as  to  direct  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Public  Lands,  instead  of  a  select  cotn- 
mittee,  to  inquire  into  the  subject. 

Mr.  Cook  said  he  had  as  much  disposition  as 
any  one  to  refer  to  the  standing  committees  of  the 
House  the  things  which  come  properly  within  the 
sphere  of  their  duties.  But  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands  was  already  overwhelmed  with  bu- 
siness. There  were  persons  not  on  any  commit- 
tee, who  might  be  very  usefully  employed  in  the 
investigation  of  this  subject.  He  referred  partic- 
ularly to  the  distinguished  gentleman  from  Loui- 
siana, (Mr.  Livingston ,)  whose  talents  and  experi- 
ence would  be  of  important  service  in  the  discus- 
sion of  the  subject,  &c. 

Mr.  Williams  said,  that  the  reason  which  in- 
duced him  to  move  the  amendment  was  a  very 
obvious  one.  The  gentlemen  who  composed  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands  were  presumed 
to  be  acquainted  with  the  subject  of  land  claims, 
more  than  other  members,  and  there  was  a  pro- 
priety in  any  general  measure  on  that  subject 
emanating  from  that  committee. 

Mr.  Brent  supported  the  amendment.  The 
resolution  required  the  committee  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  the  plan  proposed.  To  do  this, 
it  was  necessary  that  they  should  be  acquainted 
with  the  claims  preferred,  and  the  state  of  them 
severally.  For  another  committee  to  Acquire  this 
knowledge,  would  necessarily  consume  much 
time  ;  which,  in  the  other  case,  would  be  saved. 
The  intimate  knowledge,  too,  possessed  by  the 
standing  committee,  would  enable  them,  when 
they  reported  on  the  plan,  to  accompany  and  sup- 
port their  opinion,  whether  favorable  or  other- 
wise to  the  measure,  with  full  and  satisfactory 
reasons. 
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Mr.  Rankin  rose  to  propose  a  modification  of 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Williams.  Though  not  court- 
ing the  reference  of  business  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands,  he  was  willing,  as  one  of  that 
committee,  to  take  upon  himself  the  responsibility 
which  properly  belonged  to  that  committee,  and 
he  thought  the  CommiUge  of  Public  Lands  would 
be  probably  as  competent  to  the  due  examination 
of  this  subject  as  any  committee  which  could  be 
selected.  The  amendment  which  he  was  about 
to  propose,  Mr.  R.  said,  would  go  further  than 
that  01  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina.  The 
gentleman  from  Illinois,  it  appeared  to  him,  had 
not  well  explored  his  ground.  His  proposition 
went  to  the  appointment  of  commissioners  to  de- 
cide on  claims.  But,  Mr.  R.  said,  other  plans 
had  been  heretofore  suggested  for  a  decision  of 
these  claims.  One  of  them  proposed  to  refer  the 
adjudication  of  them  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  ;  another  to  the  district  courts  of  the 
United  States  in  the  respective  districts  ;  and  a 
variety  of  plans  had  been  proposed,  which  might 
be  equally  proper  with  the  one  suggested  by  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois.  This,  however,  was  not 
the  only  objection  to  the  shape  into  which  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois  had  thrown  his  motion. 
The  House  would  find,  upon  examination,  that  the 
resolve  would  include  all  land  claims  that  had  ever 
existed  from  the  beginning  of  the  Government, 
thus  opening  anew  the  whole  field  of  legislation 
on  that  subject.  In  anticipation  of  something  of 
this  kind  Wing  proposed,  Mr.  R.  said,  he  had  pre- 
pared a  resolution  which  he  intended  to  offer  by 
way  of  amendment.  It  was,  he  admitted,  very 
important  to  the  Government,  and  to  individ- 
uals, that  some  final  decision  should  be  had  on 
this  subject.  Whatever  were  the  merits  of  the 
claims,  they  ought  to  be  settled.  He  should,  there- 
fore, move  an  amendment  which  went  to  refer 
the  subject  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 
with  greater  latitude  for  inquiry  than  the  resolu- 
tion as  it  stands  would  allow  to  them. 

Mr.  Williams  withdrew  his  motion,  to  make 
way  for  Mr.  Rankin's;  when 

The  Speaker  proceeded  to  the  orders  of  the 
day,  which  supersedes,  for  the  present  day,  the 
further  discussion  of  original  motions. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jeremiah 
Manning,  and  the  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Thomas  W.  Bacot,  were  then  severally  read  a 
third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  con- 
currence.    And  the  House  adjourned. 


^^       ? 


Wednesday,  December  24. 

Mr.  Cassedy  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
citizens  of  New  Jersey,  engaged  in  the  raanulac- 
ture  of  duck  and  cotton  bagging,  praying  that 
additional  duties  may  be  imposed  on  duck  and  all 
coarse  cioihs  manufactured  from  hemp,  tow,  and 
flax,  which  may  hereafter  be  imported  into  the 
United  States;  which  petition  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Manufactures. 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  made  a  report  on  the 
petition  of  sundry  distillers  of  Berks  county,  in 


the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  accompanied  by  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  said  distillers;  which  bill  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  McL.,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  making 
provision  for  a  private  secretary  for  the  President 
of  the  United  States;  which  bill  was  read  twice^ 
anJ  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  making 
provision  for  tiie  correction  of  errors  in  the  entry 
of  lands  at  the  land  offices,  reported  the  bill  with 
an  amendment,  by  which  the  whole  o(  the  former 
bill,  after  the  enacting  clause,  was  stricken  out^ 
and  a  new  bill  substituted. 

The  bill  was  read,  as  amended,  and  referred. 

Mr.  R.,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
Territory  of  Arkansas,  praying  for  land  for  the 
sites  of  certain  public  buildings,  reported  a  bill 
granting  to  the  Territory  of  Arkansas  the  right  of 
pre-emption  to  certain  quarter  sections  of  land  ; 
which  was  twice  read,  and  committed. 

Mr.  Cocke,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs, reported  a  bill  appropriating  a  certain  sum 
of  money  to  Benjamin  Hutlman,  of  the  State  of 
Indiana;  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  W1LLIAM.S,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Samuel  Wharton;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committtd  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  IIc.MPHiLL,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals,  to  which  the  subject  was  referred, 
reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  surveying  and 
making  a  road  from  Memphis,  in  the  State  of 
Tennessee,  to  Little  Rock,  in  the  Territory  of 
Arkansas;  which  was  read,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Wliole. 

.Mr.  H.,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom  the 
subject  was  also  referred,  reported  a  bill  to  autho- 
rize the  laying  out  and  opening  certain  public 
roads  in  the  Territory  of  Florida;  which  was 
read,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
from  the  Postmaster  General,  in  obedience  to  the 
resolution  of  the  16th  instant  upon  the  subject  of 
"distributing  post  offices;"'  which  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  a  re- 
port from  the  Secretary  of  State,  made  in  obedi- 
ence to  the  resolution  of  the  8ih  instant,  calling 
on  him  for  information  respecting  sick  and  dis- 
abled American  seamen,  wlio  may  have  been  pro- 
vided for  in  the  infirmary  or  hospital,  at  Liver- 
pool, in  England,  under  the  direction  of  the 
American  Consul  at  that  place;  which  report 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  a  re- 
port of  the  Secretary  o(  War,  on  the  petition  of 
George  Burton ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions  and   Revolutionary  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gurley,  the  Committee  on 
the   Public   Lands  were  directed  to  inquire  into- 
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the  expediency  of  increasing  the  salary  of  the 
register  and  receiver  of  the  land  office  at  St. 
Helena  Courthouse,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Francis  Johnson,  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  judicial  dis- 
trict in  Kentucky,  on  the  south  of  Green  river. 

Mr.  Livingston  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

Re»ulvtd,  That  proTiaion  ought  to  be  made  by  law 
forincreaaing  the  eatabliehmrnt  of  the  Miiilarv  Acadc- 
Dij  at  Wrat  Point,  ao  aa  to  admit  five  hundred  cadeta 
aa  eludenta  in  the  aame ;  and  that  the  committee  on 
that  part  of  ihe  President's  Meaaage  which  reiatea  to 
the  Military  Academy,  be  directed  to  prepare  and 
bring  in  a  bill  accordingly. 

The  resolution,  on  motion  of  Mr.  L.,  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McArthtr,  the  CommiMee 
on  the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  providing  a  more  adequate  pun- 
ishment than  is  provided  by  the  existing  laws,  for 
postmasters  and  other  persons  employed  in  the 
management  or  transportation  of  the  mail,  who 
may  be  guilty  of  robbing  the  same. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  "  An  act  sup- 
plementary to  'An  act  entitled  an  act  for  the 
relief  of  persons  imprisoned  for  debt,"  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Brintnell  Robbins, 
(for  loss  in  a  contract  for  building  boats  at  Pitts- 
burg, to  be  delivered  at  Cleaveland,  in  Ohio.) 
The  bill  was  reported  without  amendment,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Loudon  Case.  Mr. 
Rich,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  having  ex- 
plained the  circumstances  of  this  claim,  the  bill 
was  reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

PARTRIDGE'S  MILITARV  ACADEMY. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Buck,  it  was 

Hetolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  AfTaira 
be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  ot  author- 
iziog  the  Secretary  of  War  to  permit  the  isaue  of  am- 
munition to  Captain  Aideu  Partridge,  bupenatendent 
of  the  American  Literary,  i^cieniitic,  and  Military 
Academy,  fur  the  improvement  of  the  pupils  of  said 
Academy  in  practical  gunnery. 

Mr.  Buck  said,  that,  before  the  question  was 
taken,  he  wished  to  explain  to  the  House  the  ob- 
ject aimed  at  by  the  resululion.  It  was  a  motion 
for  inquiry  merely.  The  motion  proposes  to  in- 
struct the  Committee  on  Military  Atl'airs  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  issuing  such  ammunition 
as  might  be  necessary  for  improving  the  young 
men  who  were  students  under  Captain  Partridge, 
in  the  practical  part  of  the  art  of  gunnery,  and 
other  military  science  connected   with   it. 

The  high  reputation  of  Captain  Partridge  could 
not  but  be  well  known  to  the  members  of  this 
Hou>e.  He  had  formally  superintended  the  mili- 
tary school  at  VV^est  Point,  and  he  had  since  set 
up  a  bimilar  institution  in  the  State  of  Vermont. 


It  was  conceded  by  all  that  this  institution  was 

of  great  utility.     It  operated  as  a  powerful  auxil- 

I  iary   to  the  progress  of  military  science  io  our 

!  country.     There  were  at  present  in  it  one  hun- 

,  dred  and  fifteen  youn§:  gentlemen,  who  received 

!  instruction  in   the  various  branches  of  military 

I  education,  all  which  were  taught  with  ackoow- 

:  ledged  ability.     But  it  was  not  to  be  ex))ected 

I  that  the  resources  of  an  individual  could  provide 

i  for  the  expenses  of  practical,  as  well  as  theoretical 

j  instruction.    All  that  he  asked,  in  order  to  perfect 

I  this  department  of  the  Academy,  was  the  issue,  at 

I  the  expense  of  Government,  of  so  much  amrouni- 

,  tion  as  was  requisite  for  praciising  the  students 

in  the  use  of  fire-arms,  and  in  the  application  of 

j  the  principles  of  gunnery.     The  quantity  was  left 

wholly  to   the  discretion  of  the  committee,  and 

could   not  be  large.      The  Government,  Mr.  B, 

observed,  has  not  only  a  general  interest  in  this 

i  institution,  as  one  eminently  promoting  the  im- 

I  provement  of  military  science ;  but  a  particular 

I  and  direct  interest  in  it,  arising  from  the  fact,  that 

many  of  the  students  at  this  moment  receiving 

j  its  benefits  were   officers   in   the   United   States 

I  Army.* 

I      Mr.  Hamilton  supported  the  resolution.     He 
hoped  that  the  inquiry  for  which  it  asked  would 
j  not  be  precluded.      He  was  acquainted  with  the 
high  character  and  eminent  attainments  of  Capt. 
Partridge;  he  did  not  doubt  they  were  generally 
j  known  and  acknowledged  by  this  House.     They 
I  had  drawn  the  public  notice  to  the  Seminary  over 
which  he  presided.     For  himself,  he  felt  certain, 
that,  whatever  labor  might  arise  in  making  the 
I  inquiry,  would   be   willingly  undertaken  by  the 
I  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  of  which  he  had 
the  honor  to  be  a  member.     He  did  not  mean  by 
this  remark  to  be  understood  as  expres.«ing  any 
opinion,  or  giving  any  pledge  as  to  what  opinion 
the  committee  might  express,  as  the  result  of  the 
inquiry,  or  what  Congress  might  conclude  to  do 
on  the  subject;  but  he  thought  the  inquiry  pro- 
posed was  due  to  a  Seminary  which  formed  a 
powerful  auxiliary  to  that  at  West  Point,  <fec. 
The  motion  of  Mr.  Buck  was  then  agreed  to. 


*  Decxxbir  26.  1823. 

Measrs.  Gales  Sl  Skato!t, 

Gentlemen  :  In  your  report  of  the  few  remarks  I 
had  the  honor  to  addresa  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  support  of  my  motion,  on  the  24th  inatant, 
there  are  two  mistakes,  which  it  may  be  important  to 
have  corrected.  The  first  is  in  relation  to  the  number 
'.  of  Cadeta  iu  Captain  Partridge's  .Academy,  which  is 
!  stated  at  one  hundred  and  fifteen.  The  true  number 
I  is  one  hundred  and  fifty-five.  The  aecond  error  is  in 
the  statement  that  there  are  officera  of  the  Army  who 
are  members  of  the  above  mentioned  institution. 
There  are  several  gentlemen  holding  appointments  in 
the  Navy  who  arc  members  of  the  Academy,  and 
some  gentlemen  who  contemplate  procuring  appoint- 
ments in  the  Army,  but  none,  to  my  knowledge,  who 
have  already  procured  commissions  in  the  Army. 
Will  you  have  the  goodness  to  correct  the  mistakes 
above  mentioned,  and  oblige  youra,  reapectfully, 

D.  A.  A.  BUCK. 


Ill 


HI 

.     I     - 
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SOUTH  AMERICAN  COLONIES. 

The  resolution  yesterday  offered  by  Mr.  Mal- 
LARY,  calling  on  the  President  for  any  information 
he  may  possess  (and  which  may  be  disclosed  with- 
out injury  to  the  public  good)  relative  to  the  de- 
termination of  any  sovereign  or  sovereigns  to  aid 
Spain  in  regaining  her  American  Colonies;  and 
the  disposition  of  any  other  European  Grovern- 
ment  to  oppose  if,  was  taken  up. 

In  support  of  his  resolution,  Mr.  Mallary  rose 
and  oteerved,  that  it  would  be  recollected,  by 
•every  gentleman  present,  that  the  message  received 
at  the  opening  of  the  present  session  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  was  of  an  extra- 
ordinary and  strongly  marked  character.  Its  in- 
troduction prepared  the  House  for  subjects  of 
great  importance;  nay,  the  President  went  so  far 
as  to  say  that  "there  never  was  a   period,  since 

*  the  Revolution,  when,  regarding  the  condition  of 

*  the  civilized  world  and  its  bearing  on  us,  there 
'  was  greater  necessity  for  devotion  in  the  public 

*  servants,  to  their  respective  duties,  or  for  virtue, 

*  patriotism, and  union,  in  ourconstituents."  When 
we  come  lo  examine  the  body  of  the  message,  said 
he,  we  discover  nothing  to  which  this  language 
can  apply,  except  the  situation  of  the  great  Euro- 
pean Powers,  and  the  bearing  which  that  situation 
may  have  upon  this  country.  Those  Powers  had 
united  their  efforts  against  the  cause  of  freedom 
on  the  continent  of  Europe,  and  had  successfully 
put  down  every  struggle  to  maintain  it.  It  was 
possible  they  might  extend  their  plans  across  the 
Atlantic,  and  that  their  attention  would  next  be 
directed  to  the  Republics  of  South  America. 
Such  appeared  to  be  the  impression  of  the  Presi- 
dent; and  if  such  were  actually  the  state  of 
things,  the  United  States  must  probably  become 
deeply  involved  in  the  event  of  such  a  contest.  It 
was  impossible  we  could  be  inditferent  to  the  at- 
tempts of  despotic  power  to  crush  the  cause  of 
freedom  in  our  own  hemisphere.  That  some 
plans  of  this  sort  were  in  agitation,  was  plain,  from 
the  tenor  of  the  message.  The  President  would 
not  have  warned  the  two  Houses  of  Congress 
that  all  their  firmness  would  be  called  for.  if  there 
were  not  something  of  serious  moment  in  the  po- 
litical horizon,  not  seen  by  all.  And  as,  in  this 
public  document,  the  Chief  Magistrate  had  thought 
proper  lo  go  so  far,  it  was  certainly  proper  in  the 
House  to  meet  his  communication  by  re<juesting 
such  information,  on  the  subject  to  which  he  had 
alluded,  as  he  might  deem  it  consistent  with  the 
public  welfare  to  disclose.  It  was  proper  and  de- 
Mrable  that  we  should  know  as  much  as  pos>ible 
ol  the  dan£;ers  to  which  we  are  exposed. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  resolution, 
and  it  was  agreed  to  without  opposition. 

CLAI.M  OF  BEAUMARCHAIS. 

Mr.  TucKEB, of  Virginia,  rose  tocalltheattention 
of  the  House  to  a  message  from  the  President  to 
the  House  of  Representatives,  transmitted  at  the 
first  session  of  the  Seventeenth  Congress,  exhib- 
iting the  correspondence  between  the  United  States 
and  the  French  Government,  relative  to  the  claim 
of  Beaumarchais.     He  would  not  lake  up  the  time 


of  the  House  by  any  remarks  on  the  merits  of  that 
claim,  this  not  bein^  the  proper  stage  of  business 
in  which  to  speak  ot  them.  His  object  in  rising 
was  to  move  the  reference  of  this  correspondence 
to  a  select  committee.  He  should  have  moved 
the  reference  of  it  to  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
but  that  the  chairman  of  that  committee  had  ex- 
pressed an  unwillingness  to  take  cognizance  of  it. 
It  was  high  time,  Nlr.  T.  said,  that  this  claim, 
which  has  been  standing  now  for  thirty  odd  years, 
whatever  be  its  merits  or  its  fate,  should  be  hnally 
and  conclusively  disposed  of. 

The  motion  to  refer  the  correspondence  to  a 
select  committee  was  agreed  to,  without  a  divi- 
sion;  and  Mr.  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Mr.  Livijto- 
STON,  Mr.  Buck,  Mr.  Tyson,  and  Mr.  Rives, 
were  appointed  said  committee. 

NAVAL  PENSIONS. 

The  bill  to  continue  for  five  years  longer  the 
half-pay  pensions  to  the  widows  and  children  of 
officers,  .seamen,  and  marines,  of  the  Navy,  who 
have  died  in  service,  passed  through  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  without  debate,  and  the  question 
being  about  to  be  stated  on  ordering  it  to  a  third 
reading — 

Mr.  CuBB  said  he  was  not  willing  that  the  bill 
should  pass  without  some  reason  being  given  why 
it  ought  to  pass.  Our  system  of  pensions,  he 
thought,  had  been  too  far  extended.  All  the  ef- 
forts on  the  subject  seemed  to  be  to  ascertain  how 
far  it  could  be  extended,  instead  of  how  far  it 
could  be  reduced  and  narrowed  down.  These 
pensions  were  at  first  allowed  for  five  years — 
afterwards,  for  five  years  more;  and  now  it  was 
asked  of  the  House  to  extend  them  for  another 
five  years.  To  ascertain  whether  the  House  was 
disposed  to  go  on,  without  reason,  in  extending 
these  pensions,  he  moved  to  strike  out  the  first 
section  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Crow.mnshield  said  that  the  general  rea- 
son why  the  bill  should  pass  is,  first,  that  those 
pensions  are  not  paid  out  of  the  Treasury;  the 
money  comes  from  the  captures  made  by  these 
very  officers  and  seamen,  and  is  by  law  reserved 
for  the  special  purpose  to  which  it  is  by  this  bill 
proposed  to  appropriate  it.  That  fund,  Mr.  C. 
said,  is  adequate  to  pay  all  the  pensions  that  can 
be  charged  upon  it.  There  is  now  a  surplus  of 
that  fund  to  the  amount  of  fifteen  or  twenty  thou- 
sand dollars  per  annum.  If  this  money,  the  pro- 
ceeds in  part  of  captures,  is  to  be  taken  from  the 
officers  and  seamen  to  constitute  a  fund  for  pen- 
sions, he  did  not  see  why  those  pensions  should  be 
withheld  from  them.  The  fund  is  their  property, 
and  not  that  of  the  nation,  and  why  shall  they 
not  have  the  benefit  of  it  ?  So  far  as  depends  on 
me,  said  Mr.  C,  I  would  not  deal  it  out  to  them 
in  this  manner — I  would  declare  the  pensions  at 
once  for  life,  and  not  stint  the  widow  and  the  or- 
phan of  their  allowance. 

Mr.  LivER.MORE  observed,  on  what  had  fallen 
from  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  that,  if 
It  was  impossible  that  the  number  of  claimants  to 
the  benefits  of  this  fund  could  ever  increase,  the 
reasoning  of  the  gentleman  would  be  entirely  con- 
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elusive;  but  their  number  may,  and,  in  case  of  a 
war,  certainly  will,  increase  very  greatly.  He, 
therefore,  thought  it  most  advi>able  to  let  the 
fund  accumulate.  Are  gentlemen  afraid,  asked 
Mr.  L.,  of  having  money  on  hand  for  any  pur- 
pose, or  in  any  shape  ?  He  was,  with  his  present 
impresiiions,  against  this  bill. 

Mr.  Cambreleno,  in  replying  to  the  gentleman 
from  New  Hampshire,  took  occasion  to  notice  the 
origin  and  character  of  this  fund.  In  1800,  Con- 
gress, varying  from  the  British  rule  of  granting 
the  whole  of  the  prize  money  to  the  captors,  ap- 
propriated one-half  of  the  proceeds  of  all  prizes  of 
inferior  force  to  create  a  Navy  Pension  Fund  for 
the  support  of  invalids.  During  our  late  war,  af- 
ter the  fall  of  some  of  our  most  gallant  officers 
and  seamen,  a  question  aro.se  whether,  in  strict 
justice,  their  widows  and  orphans  should  not  be 
provided  for  out  of  that  fund  which  a  share  of 
their  prize  money  had  contributed  to  create.  Con- 
gress, by  the  acts  of  1813-'14,  granted  pensions  to 
them,  and  the  pension  roll  now  embraces  invalids, 
widows,  and  orphans. 

In  replying,  particularly,  to  the  argument  of 
the  gentlemen  from  New  Hampshire,  who  seemed 
to  apprehend  the  insufficiency  of  the  fund,  and 
desired  to  see  it  accumulate,  he  remarked  that, 
previous  to  eighteen  hundred  and  twelve,  the 
amount  was  inconsiderable.  During  the  war, 
however,  it  augmented  very  rapidly.  It  is  now 
ample.  While  this  fund  continued  to  be  regula- 
ted by  existing  laws,  it  was  impassible  that  it 
should  not  be  always  sufiScient  to  provide  for  the 
pensions  charged  upon  it.  In  peace  it  must  in- 
evitably increase  by  death  or  marriage,  or  by  the 
children's  reaching  the  age  to  which  their  pen- 
sions are  limited.  In  war,  although  the  pension 
roll  would  be  enlarged,  yet,  through  captures,  the 
fund  would  still  more  rapidly  accumulate.  In 
peace,  the  accumulation  would  be  gradual  but 
uniform — in  war,  rapid.  Should  the  portion  of 
prize  money  now  appropriated  by  law  be  con- 
tinued to  this  fund,  it  will  probably  be  larger  than 
will  be  necessary  to  accomplish  the  purposes  de- 
signed. It  is  all-sufficient,  and  must  continue  as 
long  as  the  Government  stands.  It  is  invested, 
principally,  in  Government  stock.  Such  was  the 
condiiioD  of  a  fund  which,  through  the  provident 
care  of  Government,  had  been  reserved  out  of  the 
prize  money  of  our  officers,  seamen,  and  marines, 

for  the  use  of  themselves  when  disaljled their 

widows  and  orphans.  By  the  original  act,  the 
faith  of  the  Government  was  forever  pledged  to 
keep  this  fund  sacred,  and  to  appropriate  it  to 
these  pur|x>ses.  He  hoped  we  should  discharge 
the  condition  of  the  trust,  and  provide  for  their 
widows  and  orphans.  He  was  unwilling,  at  all 
times,  to  appeal  to  the  passions  of  the  House,  but 
there  was  something  in  the  very  character  of  this 
bill  calculated  to  rouse  the  patriotism  and  excite 
the  sympathy  of  every  American.  We  were  now 
renewing  pensions  to  the  widows  and  orphans  of 
our  gallant  mariners.  Of  the  veteran  Barney, 
whose  valor  is  recorded  in  the  histories  of  two 
wars— of  Lawrence,  whom  fate  selected  as  a  vic- 
tim to  soothe  for  a  moment — but  for  a  moment 


the  wounded  pride  of  an  enemy  over  whom  he 
had  previously  triumphed — who  died  as  he  had 
lived,  bravely  fighting  for  his  country.  Of  Blake- 
ley  and  his  gallant  crew.  In  the  career  of  Blake- 
ley  there  was  something  peculiarly  splendid — in 
his  brief  story,  something  sublime.  His  ambition 
was  of  an  elevated  cast;  it  disdained  the  pursuit 
of  helpless  enemies.  He  at  once  crowded  his 
canvass  for  the  British  coast — he  eagerly  sought 
dangerous  war  amidst  fleets  of  armed  enemies. 
He  found  it  and  triumphed.  Scarce  had  we 
ceased  our  rejoicings  for  this  victory,  when  we 
heard  of  him  again  literally  surrounded  by  ene- 
mies— sinking  one — engaging  a  second,  and  re- 
tiring only  on  the  approach  of  a  third.  Unhurt, 
though  exposed,  in  this  unequal  combat,  he  gal- 
lantly steered  his  course  to  southern  latitudes. 
But  here  the  historian  of  human  affairs  drops  his 
pencil — another,  more  worthy  to  note  the  deeds  of 
gallant  men,  seizes-  it  as  it  falls — the  recording 
angel  registers  their  fate — where  the  fate  of  brave 
men  should  be — in  Heaven! 

It  is  for  the  widows  and  orphans  of  these  gal- 
lant men  we  are  now  providing.  The  only  ob- 
jection to  the  bill  he  conceived  to  be  the  limitation 
to  five  years.  That  ought  to  be  struck  out — the 
fund  was  ample,  and  would  undoubtedly  remain 
so.  He  trusted  the  House  would  pass  the  bill 
promptly  and  unanimously. 

Mr.  Cobb  replied  that  the  explanation  given  by 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  was  entirely  sat- 
isfactory. He  was  happy  to  understand  the  na- 
ture and  flourishing  situation  of  the  fund,  and, 
since  it  was  in  so  prosperous  a  state,  he  hoped 
that  Congress  would  not  be  called  on  to  grant 
out  of  the  public  treasury  any  more  pensions  to 
the  wives  or  children  of  navy  officers.  He  hoped 
that  Mrs.  Lawrence,  Mrs.  Perry,  and  others, 
whose  names  had  been  mentioned,  would  be  pro- 
vided for  out  of  this  fund,  which  was  .so  abund- 
antly able  to  supply  whatever  it  was  deemed  pro- 
per to  allow.  And  with  these  remarks  he  with- 
drew the  opposition  he  had  made  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  LivERMORE  rose  merely  to  say  that  he  was 
fully  satisfied  with  the  explanation  given,  and 
would  now  cordially  vote  in  favor  of  the  bill. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

ADJUSTMENT  OF  LAND  CLAI.MS. 

The  following  resolution,  proposed  by  Mr.  Cook, 
of  Illinois,  and  discussed  yesterday,  was  a^ain 
taken  up: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Land*  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reporting 
a  bill  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  a  Board  of  Com- 
missioners to  examine  and  adjust  all  claims  to  land 
by  individuals  against  the  United  States,  where  such 
claims  depend  on  titles  derived  either  from  any  law  of 
the  United  States,  or  act  of  any  foreign  Governments, 
and  which  have  been  granted  to  the  United  States  by 
virtue  of  any  treaty  or  compact  with  auch  foreign  Gov- 
ernmenta. 

Mr.  Rankin,  of  Mississippi,  moved  to  amend 
the  same,  by  striking  out  the  whole  of  it,  and  in- 
serting in  lieu  thereof  the  following: 
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"  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  exytediencj  of  providing 
by  law  for  the  decision,  by  some  tribunal,  of  all  claims 
to  lands  in  Louisiana,  Misi^issippi,  Alabama,  and  Mis- 
souri, and  in  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  wtuch  claims 
have  been  heretofore  presented  to  some  one  of  the 
Boards  of  Commissioners  heretofore  appointed  to  ex- 
amine titles  and  claims  to  land  in  6aid  States  and 
Territory,  but  which  have  not  been  finally  acted  upon 
because  the  quantity  claimed  exceeded  that  which  said 
boards  were  severally  authorized  to  confirm,  or  report 
to  Congress  for  confirmation." 

Mr.  Cook  objected  to  the  amendment  proposed 
by  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi,  because  it  fell 
entirely  short  of  reaching  the  object  he  had  in 
view  in  the  original  re>olution,  and  which  be 
thought  the  circumstances  of  the  case  required. 
There  were  many  land  claims  against  the  United 
Slates  which  had  never  been  presented  to  any 
of  the  Boards  of  Commissioners;  these  were,  by 
the  amendment,  wholly  excluded,  and  yet  they 
constituted  precisely  that  class  of  claims  for  which 
it  was  most  necessary  to  provide  a  mode  of  settle- 
ment. There  were,  within  his  knowledge,  many 
such  in  some  of  the  States.  Mr.  C.  said,  it  was 
true  that  the  object  which  he  had  in  view  was 
general  and  universal ;  yet  the  proposition  he  had 
presented  to  the  House  was  far  from  extending  so 
lar,  or  being  of  such  an  indefinite  kind,  as  the  gen- 
tleman from  Mississippi  seemed  to  have  supposed. 
He  owed  it  to  himself  to  say,  that  the  meanmg  im- 
puted to  the  resolution  by  that  gentleman,  in  his 
observations  yesterday,  was  one  which  never  en- 
tered into  his  thoughts.  That  which  the  gentle- 
man urged  as-  the  principal  objection  to  the  prop- 
osition, was,  in  its  very  nature,  impossible.  He 
seemed  to  apprehend  that  it  would  be  the  opera- 
tion of  this  resolution  to  disturb  the  title  of  occu- 

ants,  and  who  held,  under  warrants  from   the 

nited  States,  by  reviving  claims  which  have 
been  rejected.  This  was  impossible.  A  vested 
right  could  never  be  dive>ted — Congress  could  not 
divest  it — the  attempt  would  be  a  direct  violation 
of  the  Constitution.  But,  though  these  cases  could 
not  be  disturbed,  there  were  others  which,  on  the 
face  of  them,  appeared  to  be  equitable,  which 
must  be  omitted  if  the  amendment  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Mississippi  prevailed,  and  would  con- 
sequently be  thrown  upon  Congress,  which  it  was 
the  object  of  his  motion  to  prevent.  Mr.  C.  said, 
he  had  no  particular  preference  with  respect  to 
the  committee  to  whom  the  inquiry  was  to  go. 
All  he  wished  was,  that  it  should  go  to  some  com- 
petent committee  of  the  House,  by  whom  the  gen- 
eral measure  might  be  considered.  Some  gentle- 
men seemed  strongly  in  favor  of  sending  these 
claims  to  the  Judiciary  for  settlement;  but,  on 
further  reflection,  they  would  perceive  that  there 
are  many  objections  to  such  a  course.  If  they  go 
to  the  Judiciary,  it  must  be  because  they  are  proper 
subjects  for  legal  adjudication  ;  and,  if  so,  they 
must  go  through  the  whole  process  of  a  regular 
trial  in  each  case.  The  cost  of  such  trials  will 
be  enormous,  the  delay  enormous, and  the  difficul- 
ties altogether  in>urinountable. 

Mr.  Rankln   replied.    In  the  remarks  he  had 


yesterday   made,    touching  the    unlimited   range 
I  contempated  by  the  resolution,  he  was  far  from 
i  aiming  at  the  motives  or  intention  of  the  gentle- 
I  man  from   Illinois — he  spoke  merely  of  the  re$o- 
I  lution  as  it  stood  ;  and  its  terms  did  certainly  bear 
;  him  out  in  what  he  had  said.    What  is  the  plan  of 
the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  as  it  is  expressed  in  his 
I  resolution  ?     It  is  to  submit  to  a  Board  of  Com- 
I  missioners.  witliout  limit  or  restriction,  "all  claims 
to  lands  by  individuals  against  the  United  States, 
where  such  claims  demnd  on  titles  derived  either 
from  any  law  of  the  L nited  States,  or  acts  of  any 
foreign  Governments,  and  which  have  been  grant- 
ed to  the  United  States  by  virtue  of  any  treaty  or 
compact  with   such   foreign  Governments;"  that 
IS,  all  claims  derived  from  the  British  Spanish,  or 
French  Governments.     Such   a   plan  will  mani- 
festly rip  up  all  decisions  on  land  claims  from  the 
very  formation  of  this  Government.     By  the  de- 
cisions of  the   Boards  of  Commissioners  for  the 
investigation  of  land  claims,  many  claims   have 
been   rejected,  and   the  titles  of  many  claimants 
have  been  barred  by  the  statutes  of  limitation.  All 
these  claims  will,  under  this  resolution,  come  up 
!  again  for  decision — they  are  all  within   its  terms. 
j  1  do  not  believe  at  all  that  the  honorable  mover 
!  intended   to  include  them — but  such  is  the  fact. 
My  object  is  not  to  bring  before  this  new  tribunal, 
which  IS  proposed  to  be  established,  claims  which 
have  already  been  before  previous  boards  of  the 
same  general  description,  and  there  decided — this 
would  be  endless.     1  wish  to  present  to  this  gen- 
eral tribunal  only  such  claims  as  have  never  been 
presented  at  all,  or  which,  having  been  preferred 
before  the  several  Boards  of  Commissioners  here- 
tofore appointed,  have,  on  account  of  their  mag- 
nitude, or  for  other  reasons,  been  left  undecided. 
Large  quantities  ot  the  public  lands  are  subject  to 
claims  of  this  description;  and,  though  held  back 
trom  sale  on  that  account,  are,  nevertheless,  be- 
coming partially  settled.    In  a  little  time  these  sel- 
lers will  be  so  numerous  as  to  become  too  strong  to 
be  controlled   by  the  decisions  of  any   Board  of 
Commissioners;  and,  in  truth,  as  it  is.  Congress 
would  probably  be  gainers  by  giving  away  some 
of  these  tracts  without  waiting  for  a  decision  upon 
the  claims. 

Mr.  Cook,  in  answer,  said,  that  he  was  sorry 
the  gentleman  from  Mississippi  had  entered  so 
much  into  detail  in  the  present  stage  of  this 
measure.  Such  was  not  now  his  intention.  He 
wished  to  give  the  committee  to  whom  the  inquiry 
was  to  be  submitted,  general  and  unrestricted 
powers  over  the  plan,  to  extend  or  to  limit  it  as 
they  might  prefer.  The  amendment  would  go  to 
deprive  them  of  this  power.  It  cuts  oft" at  a  blow 
twelve  or  fifteen  hundred  claims  from  the  State 
of  Missouri,  which  have  indeed  been  barred  by 
the  statute  of  limitations,  but  which  have  equity 
on  the  face  of  them.  A  cold-hearted  Govern- 
rnent,  which  repels  the  holder  of  a  just  and  bona 
fide  claim  to  a  tract  of  land  because  he  was  not 
fortunate  enough  to  get  sight  of  a  newspaper  ac- 
quainting him  with  some  recent  decision  of  Con- 
gress respecting  land  claimants,  or  because  he  hap- 
pened to  be  unavoidably  absent  when  such  regu- 
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lation  was  enforced,  is  not  the  Government  which 
Mr.  C.  said  he  wi.shed  to  have  any  share  in  ad- 
ministering— the  amendment  goes  to  cut  offclaims 
equitable  in  their  nature,  which  have  been  press- 
ing several  years  for  settlement,  and  which,  if 
that  amendment  prevails,  the  House  will  still 
have  hanging  on  its  hands.  In  this  House  they 
cannot  have  a  full  and  deliberate  investigation — 
the  thing  is  impracticable.  Then  let  the  com- 
mittee have  full  powers  to  prepare  a  plan,  which 
shall  provide  for  disposing  of  them  as  it  shall 
think  most  expedient.  Do  not  forestall  their  de- 
cision. 

Mr.  McCoy,  of  Virginia,  was  in  favor  of  the 
amendment.  He  hoped  the  general  tribunal  would 
be  confined  to  the  adjudication  of  such  large 
claims  as  have  been  presented,  but,  from  their 
magnitude,  not  acted  U[>on.  As  to  such  as  at  this 
late  lime  of  day  have  never  been  presented  at  all, 
he  should  entertain  great  doubts  of  their  sound- 
ness. Boards  of  Commissioners  have  been  m  ex- 
istence in  most  of  the  States  and  Territories  from 
1805  to  1822.  Surely,  in  all  those  years,  the 
claimants  had  had  sufficient  time  at  least  to  pre- 
sent their  claims.  The  members  all  knew  that 
many  claims  had  been  presented  before  those 
boards  and  rejected  as  fraudulent.  To  erect  a 
tribunal  now,  to  go  back  and  disturb  all  these  de- 
cisions, would  be  to  create  an  evil  tenfold  greater 
than  that  sought  to  be  removed. 

Mr.  Fuller,  of  Massachusetts,  was  opposed  to 
the  amendment,  as  going  too  much  into  detail,  and 
improperly  restricting  the  committee.  He  saw  no 
evil  which  could  arise  from  adopting  the  original 
resolution  ;  it  only  directed  an  inquiry.  It  was 
merely  an  inceptive  measure  towards  obtaining  a 

f general  plan  for  effecting  an  object  which  he  be- 
ieved  was  generally  desired.  He  was  convinced 
the  honorable  gentleman  near  him,  who  presided 
in  the  Committee  of  Private  Land  Claims,  would 
say  that,  by  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Missouri,  many  claims  which  now  come  be- 
fore that  committee  would  be  excluded  from  the 
proposed  tribunal,  and  of  course  left  still  on  the 
hands  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Rankin  explained.  He  was  sure  the  gen- 
tleman from  Illinois  wa^  loo  well  acquainted  with 
the  subject  of  land  claims  not  to  know  the  mis- 
chiefs which  would  result  from  so  broad  a  meas- 
ure as  the  resolution  certainly  contained.  The 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  it  was  not  to  be 
presumed,  was  as  well  informed  on  the  details  of 
this  subject.  Mr.  R.  here  went  into  some  details 
on  the  nature  and  relative  merits  of  several  de- 
scriptions of  land  claims.  The  proposition  of  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois,  he  said,  virtually  proclaims 
to  all  claimants,  "come  now  and  present  your 
old  grants,  and  we  will  disturb  the  whole  oi  the 
decisions  had  against  you."'  In  presenting  such 
a  state  of  things,  Mr.  R.  thought  there  was  noth- 
ing cold-hearted  or  illiberal.  That  private  may 
be  known  from  public  lands,  the  claims  must  ne- 
cessarily be  presented  within  some  fixed  period. 
A  limitation  had  been  found  necessary,  and  had 
accordingly  been  adopted.  But,  if  the  resolution 
of  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  is  adopted,  the 


whole  mass  of  claims,  barretJ  or  not,  will  be  opened 
to  investigation.  This,  said  Mr.  R.,  will  certainly 
exciie  alarm.  But,  even  if  you  erect  such  a  tri- 
bunal, if  you  give  it  any  limitations  at  all,  par- 
ticular claims  will  still  come  up  to  this  House  for 
examination.  He  believed  that  many  of  the  claims 
from  Missouri  were  equitable  in  their  nature; 
and  Congress  might,  if  it  thought  proper,  pass  a 
general  law  providing  for  them.  The  House 
cannot  prevent  people  from  petitioning;  but,  if 
the  plan  proposed  in  the  amendment  be  adopted, 
the  petitions  excluded  from  the  tribunal  will  come 
with  far  less  grace  before  this  House  than  at 
present,  because  they  will  all  be  for  claims  which 
have  already  been  submitted  to  commissioners, 
and  rejected. 

Mr.  Cook  went  into  a  farther  explanation,  in 
which  he  insisted  on  the  ground  he  had  already 
taken.  He  would  repeat,  that  it  was,  in  his  judg- 
ment, a  cold-hearted  policy,  while  great  tracts  of 
land  are  held  in  reserve  for  the  express  purpose  of 
meeting  and  satisfying  just  claims  against  the 
United  States,  to  turn  away  a  claimant  who  has 
an  equitable  demand,  merely  for  default  in  point 
of  time  or  of  formality,  when  he  can  fairly  ac- 
count for  his  ignorance  or  his  delay. 

The  Speaker  here  rose,  and  objected  to  the 
scope  of  discussion  in  which  gentlemen  had  in- 
dulged themselves.  Tlie  simple  point  before  the 
House  for  discussion  was  the  fitness  of  the  inquiry 
proposed. 

Mr.  Scott  said,  that  he  was  opposed  to  the 
measure  in  tolo,  in  either  of  the  shapes  in  which 
it  was  now  presented — being  unwilling  to  lash 
the  claims  of  Missouri  to  the  fate  of  any  others 
whatever.  To  allow  time  to  prepare  such  an 
amendment  as  he  should  like,  he  moved  that  the 
resolution  and  amendment  be  laid  on  the  table 
and  printed;  which  was  carried. 


Friday,  December  26. 

Mr.  Crowmnshield  presented  memorials  and 
petitions  from  sundry  merchants  and  underwriters 
of  Salem,  Marblchead,  and  Gloucester,  in  the 
State  of  Massachusetts,  praying  compensation  for 
spoliations  committed  on  their  lawful  commerce, 
by  French  cruisers,  between  the  years  1793  and 
1800 ;  which  memorials  and  petitions  were  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Sharpe  presented  a  memorial  signed  by  a 
committee  on  behalf  of  the  citizens  of  the  city  of 
New  York,  convened  by  general  notice  in  said 
city,  praying  ihat  the  tariff  of  duties  may  be  so 
increased  as  to  shield  the  manufactures  of  the 
United  Stales  from  foreign  competition. 

Mr.  Hempuill  presented  a  similar  memorial  of 
sundry  citizens  oi  the  city  and  county  of  Phila- 
delphia in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  said  memorials  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Scott  presented  a  petition  of  Charles  Gra- 
tiot, lieutenant  colonel  of  engineers,  praying  extra 
compensation  for  extra  services  rendered  by  him 
as  principal  artillery  and  ordnance  officer  in  the 
Northwestern  army,  commanded  by  General  Har- 
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rison  in  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain  ;  which 
petition  was  referred  to  the  Conamittee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

Mr.  Sloane,  from  the  Committee  of  Elections, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  sundry  inhabit- 
ants of  Norfolk  county,  in  Massachusetts,  remon- 
strating against  the  election  of  John  Bailey,  a 
member  of  this  House,  on  account  of  his  having 
not  been,  at  the  time  of  his  election,  an  inhabitant 
of  the  district  and  State  in  which  he  was  elected, 
but  a  resident  at  the  city  of  Washington ;  and 
asking  for  power  to  send  for  testimony ;  which 
leave  was  granted  nem.  con. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  of  the 
24th  instant,  in  relation  to  seamen  provided  for 
in  the  hospital  at  Liverpool,  in  England,  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wayne,  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Pensions  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  fixing,  by  law,  the  net 
amount  of  annual  income  which  shall  disqualify 
any  applicant  from  being  placed  on  the  pension 
list,  under  the  acts  of  March  18,  1818,  and  May 
1,  1820. 

Mr.  Rankin  laid  the  following  resolution  on 
the  table,  for  consideration,  viz: 

Retolred,  That  the  CommiMioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office  be  directed  to  inform  this  House  if  the 
situation  of  hi*  office  and  the  public  interest  requires 
an  additional  number  of  clerks  to  be  employed  there- 
in ;  and  if  so,  what  number,  and  for  what  length  of 
time  their  services  will  be  required. 

Engrossed  bills,  of  the  following  titles,  viz: 
An  act  further  extending  the  term  of  half-pay 
pensions  to  the  widows  and  children  of  officers, 
seamen,  and  marines,  who  died  in  the  public  ser- 
vice ;  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Brintnell  Robbins; 
and  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Loudon  Case,  were 
respectively  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

JACOB   SCHAEFFER. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  therelief  of  Jacob  Schaef- 
fer  was  then  read  a  third  time  ;  and  the  question 
being  on  the  passage  of  the  bill — 

Mr.  Taylor  moved  that  it  be  recommitted  to 
the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  with  in- 
structions "  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so 
amending  the  same,  as  to  provide  for  the  allow- 
ance of  bounty  land  to  the  non-commissioned 
officers  and  privates  of  the  United  States  Army, 
and  to  their  representatives,  who  enlisted  for  five 
years  or  during  the  war,  and  were  honorably  dis- 
charged previous  to  the  expiration  of  the  respect- , 
ive  terms  of  their  enlistment.-'  | 

The  case  of  this  claimant  may  be  stated  as  fol-  j 
lows:  He  enlisted  as  a  private  in  the  Army  of  I 
the  United  States  for  five  years  ;  but,  after  serving  i 
some  eighteen  months,  he  was  discharged,  the  ' 
war  being  over,  and  he  being  anxious  to  rejoin  I 
his  family,  on  condition  of  relinquishing  his  claim  I 
10  bounty  land.  He  now  asks  for  the  passage  of  I 
a  law  to  give  him  his  bounty  land.  (There  was  ' 
an  additional  ground  for  his  claim  for  160  acres  I 
ot  land,  VIZ  :  that  he  had  purchased  the  assign-  i 
ment  of  the  claim  of  another  soldier  to  his  bounty 
land,  but  not  with  sufficient  formality  to  give  him 


a  legal  title  to  it;  but  this  ground  was  little  relied 
upon,  the  debate  turning  upon  the  principle  in- 
volved in  the  other  claim.] 

On  the  principle  of  this  bill  a  debate  arose,  in 
which  considerable  eloquence  and  ingenuity  were 
displayed,  which  occupied  the  whole  day  ;  in  the 
course  of  which,  the  claim  was  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Taylor,  Ross,  Sterling,  Wright,  Livermore, 
Kre.mer,  Ranicin,  and  Cook  ;  and  advocated  by 
Messrs.  W.  S.mith,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia,  Camp- 
bell of  Ohio,  Mallary,  Houston,  Webster, 
and  Storrs. 

The  general  grounds  on  which  this  bill  was 
opposed,  were,  that  it  was  unfair  to  make  a  differ- 
ence between  the  case  of  this  soldier  and  so  many 
others  who  were  discharged  under  similar  circum- 
stances. If  any  act  was  passed,  it  ought  to  be  a 
general  one — that  Schaefier  could  not  claim  either 
on  the  ground  of  his  own  services  or  those  of 
Sharp,  because,  in  his  own  person,  he  had  not 
served  the  five  years  for  which  he  had  enlisted, 
and  had,  besides,  expressly  covenanted  to  relin- 
quish his  bounty  land  ;  and  the  transfer  of  Sharp's 
warrant  to  him  was  directly  in  the  face  of  an  ex- 
press law  prohibiting  such  transfers.  If  this  peti- 
tion should  be  granted,  there  was  nothing  to  hin- 
der all  the  soldiers  who,  at  the  close  of  the  war, 
had  relinquished  their  bounty  land  for  the  sake  of 
a  discharge,  from  siill  demanding  it,  even  although 
(as  was  the  case  with  some)  they  had  served  but 
a  few  weeks.  The  petitioner  had  not  obtained, 
what  the  law  expres>ly  demanded,  an  "  honorable 
discharge,"  with  "a  certificate  of  having  faith- 
fullv  performed  his  duty." 

The  ground  taken  by  the  advocates  of  the  bill 
was,  that  Schaefler  had  fulfilled  his  contract  with 
Goveinment,  having  served  till  discharged  ;  that 
his  dfi^ttarge  was  to  be  considered  as  an  "honor- 
able" one,  since  nothing  appeared  to  the  contra- 
ry;  and  that  his  relinquishment  of  his  bounty 
land  was  void  in  law,  the  officers  having  had  no 
right  to  interpose  conditions  on  the  discharge  of 
a  soldier;  such  an  act,  under  the  circumstances, 
being  an  unfair  advantage  taken  of  his  situation. 
The  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor  was  negatived  by 
a  large  majority. 

After  further  debate,  the  question  was  at  length 
taken  on  the  passage  of  the  bill,  the  yeas  and  nays 
having  been  required  by  Mr.  Taylor,  of  New 
York,  and  decided  as  follows: 

Y«i» — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Tennessee, 
Allen  of  Tennessee,  Archer,  Ball,  Baylies,  J.  8.  Bar- 
bour, Bartiey,  Beecher.  Blair.  Brown,  Buckner,  Bur. 
leigh,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Collins,  Condict,  Conner, 
CrowninshielJ,  Culpeper,  Dwight,  EdwarJa  oi  Penn- 
sylvania, Ellu,  Floyd,  Foote  of  New  York,  Forsyth, 
Frost,  Garrison,  Gsilay,  Gist,  Gurley,  Hamilton, 
Hemphill,  Henry,  Hooks,  Houston,  Isacks,  Johnson 
of  Virginia,  F.  Johnson,  Kent,  Lawrence,  Leftwicb, 
Letcher,  Locke,  Long,  McKean,  McLean  of  Ohio, 
Mallary,  Marvin,  Moore  of  Kentucky,  Neale,  Newton, 
Patterson  of  Ohio,  Plumer of  Pennsylvania,  ReynoldF, 
Richards,  Sandford,  bharpe,  Sibley,  Sloane,  Arthur 
Smith,  Alex.  Smyth,  William  Smith,  Standefer,  J. 
Stephenson.  Strong,  Thompson  of  Georgia,  Trimble, 
Tucker  of  South  Carolina.  Tyson,  Vance  of  Ohio.  Van 
Rensselaer,    Webster.  Whipple,   Whittlesey,    White, 
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Williams  of  New  York,  Wilson  of  New  York,  Wil- 
son of  South  Carolina,  and  Wilson  of  Ohio — 79. 

Nays — .Messrs.  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Allen  of 
Massachusetta,  Allison,  Bailey,  Barber  of  Connecti- 
cut, Bartlelt,  Bassett,  Bradley,  Breck,  Buck,  Cady, 
Cambreieng,  Carter,  Cary,  Caf^sedy,  Cobb,  Cocke, 
Cook,  Crafts,  Craig,  Cushman,  Day,  Durfee,  Dwinell, 
Eddy,  Foot  of  Connecticut,  Fuller,  Gatlin,  Hall,  Har- 
ris, Harvey,  Hayden.  Herkimer,  Hobart,  Hogeboom, 
Holcombc,  Jenkins,  Kreraer,  Lathrop,  Lincoln,  Litch- 
field, Livermore,  .McArthur,  McCoy,  McDuffie,  Mc- 
Kim,  Mangum,  Martindale,  Matlack,  Matson,  Mitchell 
of  Pennsylvania,  Moore  ot  Alabama,  Nelson,  O'Brien, 
Owen,  Patterson  of  Pennsylvania,  Plumer  of  New 
Hampshire,  Randolph.  Rankin,  Reed,  Rich,  Rives, 
Ross,  Spaight,  Sterling,  Stewart,  Stoddard,  Swan, 
Taylor,  Ten  Eyck,  Thompson  of  Kentucky,  Tod, 
Tomlinson,  Udree,  Vance  of  North  Carolina,  Van 
Wyck,  Vinton,  Wayne,  Whitman,  Williams  of  Vir- 
ginia, Willisms  of  North  Carolina,  Henry  Wilson, 
Wood,  Woods,  and  Wright— 85. 

So  the  bill  was  rejected.     And  then  the  House 
adjourned  to  Monday. 


Monday.  December  29. 

Mr.  Morgan  presented  a  memorial  of  a  com- 
mittee ap(K)inted  at  a  numerou**  and  respectable 
meeting  of  the  citizens  of  New  York,  assembled  to 
take  into  consideration  the  t^ituation  of  the  Greeks, 
praying  Congress,  at  a  convenient  and  proper  sea- 
son, to  recognise  the  independence  of  the  Greek 
nation,  now  engaged  in  arras  in  the  maintenance 
of  their  inde|>endence  against  the  power  of  the  Ot- 
toman or  Turkish  Empire;  which  memorial  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Condict  presented  a  petition  of  Oliver  Hull 
and  others,  cultivators  of  the  castor  bean,  and  man- 
ufacturers of  the  castor  oil,  extracted  from  the 
same,  praying  that  additional  duties  be  imposed  on 
foreign  casior  oil,  upon  the  importation  thereof 
into  the  United  States;  which  petition  was  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Manuuctures. 

Mr.  McKi.M  presented  a  memorial  of  sundry 
underwriters  and  merchants  of  the  city  of  Balti- 
more, praying  for  the  aid  of  the  Government  of 
the  United  States,  in  their  endeavors  to  procure 
redress  for  their  ships  and  merchandise,  seized  in 
certain  ports  of  Europe,  under  edicts  issued  by  the 
Government  of  France ;  which  memorial  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  MooBE,  of  Alabama,  presented  a  petition  of 
Curtis  Lewis,  praying  that  the  district  judge  of 
the  district  of  Alabama  may  be  directed  to  deliver 
up  to  the  Executive  of  the  Stateof  Alabama,  cer- 
tain negro  slaves  captured  by  him,  while  com- 
mander of  a  revenue  cutter  of  the  United  States, 
in  the  year  1818;  which  petition  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Whittlesey  from  the  Committee  of  Claims 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  T.  Nini- 
mo,  which  was  read,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rankin,  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  was  discharged  from  the  considera- 
tion of  the  petition  from  Michigan  Territory  for 


a  road  from  Fort  Meigs  to  Detroit,  and  it  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  Hogeboom  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion : 

Rttohed,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Afiaira 
be  instructed  to  inquire  whether  any,  and,  if  any, 
what  further  provision  ought  to  be  made  by  law,  rela- 
tive to  the  Military  Academy  at  West  Point. 

The  said  resolution  was  disagreed  to  by  the 
House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Strong,  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Penhions  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  propriety  of  restoring  the  name  of  Archi- 
bald Jackson  to  the  pension  roll. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Floyd,  a  Committee  was  ' 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  occu- 
pying the  Columbia  or  Oregon  river,  and  to  regu- 
late the  intercourse  with   the   Indian   tribes;  and 
that  they  have  leaVe  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Floyd,  Mr.  Gurley,  Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Hay- 
den, Mr.  Bassett,  Mr.  Frost,  and  Mr.  Baylies, 
were  appointed  a  committee,  pursuant  to  the  said 
resolution. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Campbell,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  th«   Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  providing,  by  law,  that  every  Postmaster  in- 
!  tending  to  re^i^n  his  appointment,  shall  give  a  reason- 
'  able  notice,  at  his  office,  of  such  hi*  intention. 

Mr.  Campbell  stated,  in  support  of  his  resolu- 
tion, that  Postmasters  are  now  in  the  practice  of 
resigning  secretly,  and  recommending  a  successor  ; 
whose  appointment  is  often  the  first  intimation 
any  body  receives  of  the  intention  of  the  predeces- 
sor to  resign.  He  thought  this  inexpedient  and 
unfair. 

Mr.  Hamilton  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establish- 
ing a  navy  yard  either  at  Beaufort  or  Charleston, 
South  Carolina,  for  the  building,  repairing,  and  equip- 
ment of  sloops  of  war,  and  veeseis  of  a  smaller  class, 
in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States. 

The  said  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  • 
table. 

Mr.  Cook  laid  the  following  resolution  on  thp 
table,  for  consideration : 

Resolved.,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  di-  > 
reeled    to   communicate    to  this  House  a  statement,  . 
showing  the  amount  of  monej  remaining  to  be  paid  by 
the  purchasers  of  public  lands  prior  to  the   1st  day  of  ' 
July,  1820,  designating  the  amount  due  for  lands  par 
chased  in  each  State. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Farrelly,  it  was 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Af-  i 
fairs  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  organization 
and  number  of  the  engineer  corps,  and  ascertain  r 
whether  any  alteration  be  necessary  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Farrelly  observed,  that  the  President,  in  . 
his  MelUge,  informed  the  House  that  the  engineer  • 
corps  had   been  extensively  employed,  during  the 
last  Summer,  on  Lake  Erie,  on  the  waters  of  the 
Ohio,  and  on  the  Atlantic  coast ;  and  if  he  was  not 
mistaken  in  his  recollection,  an  honorable  gentle-  > 
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tnan  (Mr.  Cocke.)  from  Tennessee,  has  proposed 
the  employment  of  them  to  explore  the  waters  in 
Tenne^see,  for  the  purposes  of  canals.  It  is  con- 
templated still  further  to  employ  them,  in  exam- 
ining the  routes  for  canals  between  the  waters  of 
the  Ohio  and  the  Potomac,  and  those  of  Lake 
Erie  and  the  Ohio.  Perhaps  at  the  time  the  corps 
was  organized,  these  additional  duties  were  not 
contemplated  ;  and,  as  now  organized,  they  may 
be  inadetjuate  to  the  performance  of  them.  The 
primary  objects  of  erecting  fortifications  on  the 
frontiers,  might  have  been  then  only  contem- 
plated: these  could  only  be  used  in  time  of  war. 
But  these  secondary  objects  I  have  mentioned, 
which  can  be  used  in  tjie  calm  of  peace,  might  not 
have  been  thought  ofT  He  hoped  the  resolution 
would  pass. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rich.\rd,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee'  on  Roads  and 
Canals  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  opening  a  road  between  Mount  Clemens,  in  the 
county  of  Macomb,  and  Fultonville,  near  the 
mouth  of  Pine  river,  in  the  county  of  St.  Clair,  in 
the  Territory  of  Michigan. 

(The  object  of  this  resolution,  as  stated  by  the 
mover,  is  to  open  a  road  into  the  public  lands,  that 
they  may  be  the  sooner  sold  and  settled.] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stokrs,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
amending  the  30th  section  of  the  act,  entitled  ''An 
act  to  esublish  the  Judicial  Court  of  the  United 
Stales,"  passed  September  24,  1789. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Bartleit,  and 
John  Stearns  and  others;  which,  after  some  de- 
bate, in  which  Messrs.  Newton,  McCov,  Hobart, 
Reed,  and  Tomlinpon,  took  part,  was  reported 
without  amendment,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Babbitt,  which 
was  read,  together  with  the  accompanying  report 
of  the  Committee  of  Claim.%  reported  without 
amendment,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

>  GENERAL  LAND  OFFICE. 

The  resolution  presented  by  Mr.  Rankin  on 
Friday,  calling  for  information  as  to  the  state  of  the 
General  Land  Office,  and  the  necessity  for  more 
clerks  therein,  being  taken  up — 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  inquired  of  the 
mover  the  reasons  for  a  call  of  this  character. 
There  were  generally  enough  applications  made 
to  Congress  for  additional  clerks  in  the  Depart- 
ments, without  inviting  any  more. 

Mr.  Rankin  explained,  and  stated,  in  substance, 
that,  owing  to  neglect  on  the  part  of  the  former 
Commissioner  of  the  Land  Office,  the  business  of 
that  office  had  fallen  into  much  confusion.  Many 
maps  were  wanting,  which  could  not  be  had,  the 
only  draughtsman  in  the  office  having  more  than 
he  could  possibly  attend  to.  If  a  few  assistants  were 
employed  to  brin?  up  the  arrears  of  business,  not 
only  might  they  be  soon  dispensed  with  again,  but 


some  of  the  clerks,  now  necessary,  might  be  also 
dispensed  with. 

Mr.  Taylor  obiected,  he  said,  not  to  the  object 
in  view,  but  to  the  mode  of  attaining  it.  The 
House  was  not  in  the  habit  of  applying  to  subor- 
dinate officers,  but  to  the  Heads  of  Departments, 
for  the  information  they  required.  He  hoped  the 
gentleman  would  throw  his  motion  into  the  form 
of  a  resolution,  directing  the  employment  of  the 
requisite  assistants,  and  he  would  have  no  objec- 
tion to  vote  for  it;  but,  as  it  stood,  he  must  move 
that  it  he  on  the  table. 

Which  motion,  after  a  few  words  from  Mr. 
Rankin  prevailed,  and  the  resolution  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

GARRETT  FOUNTAIN. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  unfa- 
vorable to  the  petition  of  Garrett  Fountain. 

Mr.  Tyson,  of  New  York,  moved  to  amend  the 
report,  by  striking  out  the  word  "not,"  in  that 
part  of  it  which  recommends  that  the  prayer  of 
the  petitioner  shafl  uot  be  granted  ;  which  gave 
rise  to  a  debate  of  more  than  an  hour,  in  which 
Messrs.  Shaupe,  Woods,  and  Buck,  advocated, 
and  Messrs.  McCoy  and  Williams  opposed  the 
claino. 

Th^  debate  was  somewhat  desultory,  much  of 
it  being  aside  from  the  point  to  be  determined. 
The  circumstances  of  the  case  are  briefly  these; 
Garrett  Fountain,  the  petitioner,  was  agent  to  a 
contractor  for  furnishing  provisions  for  the  troops 
at  a  post  in  the  bay  of  New  York,  on  the  Long 
Island  shore.  There  being  there  no  public  store, 
he  applied  for  and  obtained  permission  from  Gen- 
eral Dearborn,  to  erect  a  store  at  his  own  expense, 
on  the  public  ground,  at  the  post.  The  building 
cost  him  81,000 ;  when  he  ceased  to  be  an  agent, 
he  offered  the  store  to  the  Government  at  a  rent 
of  §150  which  wa?;  refused,  and  General  Dear- 
born ordered  the  deputy  quartermaster  to  take  pos- 
session of  the  store,  and  allow  Fountain  ^100  per 
annum.  The  Government  occupied  the  store  for 
three  and  an  half  years,  and  the  present  claim  is 
for  that  rent.  It  was  refused  at  the  Treasury  for 
want  of  a  law  recognising  the  payment  of  rent 
by  the  United  States  for  a  store  house,  the  law 
only  providing  that  at  every  permanent  post  a 
store  house  shall  be  built  at  the  public  expense. 
The  claim  was  advocated  on  the  ground  of  its 
equity  and  legality,  and  resisted  on  the  plea  that 
as  this  was  not  a  permanent  but  a  temporary  post, 
contractors  must  put  up  such  buildings  as  they 
wanted  at  their  own  expense.  But  the  claim 
was  not  for  the  cost  of  the  building,  which  was 
confessed  to  be  forfeited,  but  merely  for  the  rent  of 
it  when  no  longer  occupied  by  the  owner,  but  by 
the  United  States. 

The  amendment,  to  reject  the  unfavorable  re- 
port, was  adopted,  ayes  88,  noes  59 ;  when  the 
Commitee  rose,  and,  the  House  concurring  in  the 
amendment,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tyson,  the  amend- 
ed report  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  with  instructions  to  bring  in  a  bill  pur- 
suant thereto. 
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MARSHAL'S  FEES. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  two  bills  reported  by  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary,  viz  :  a  bill  repealing,  in  part,  the 
act  to  lessen  the  compensation  to  clerks,  marshals, 
and  attorneys  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States; 
and  an  act  concerning  costs  in  certain  cases. 

The  first  of  these  bills  provides  : 

**  Thit  «o  much  of  the  act,  po««ed  on  the  18th  day 
of  April,  1814,  entitled  *.\n  act  to  lessen  the  compen- 
sation for  marshals,  clerks,  and  attorneys,  in  the  cases 
therein  mentioned,'  as  prohibits  the  allowance  of  daily 
compenbalion  to  marshals  and  attorneys  in  the  dis> 
tricls  in  saiJ  act  mentioned,  be,  and  the  same  hereby 
is,  repealed  ;  and,  that  there  hereafter  be  allowed  to 
the  marshals  and  attorneys  fur  said  di-stricts,  the  same 
daily  compensation  as  is  allowed  to  the  same  olBcers 
in  other  districta." 

Mr.  Webster  stated  the  object  of  the  commit- 
tee in  reporting  this  bill.  By  a  reference  to  the 
actual  law  on  this  subject,  it  would  be  found  that 
the  general  law  of  1799,  making  provision  for  the 
compensation  of  the  marshals  and  attorneys  of 
the  several  States,  provided,  among  other  things, 
that  a  daily  allowance  of  five  dollars  per  day's 
attendance  on  the  courts  on  the  business  of  the 
United  States  should  be  allowed  to  the  marshal, 
and  a  like  sum  to  the  attorney  of  the  United  States, 
for  each  judicial  districL  In  the  year  1814,  an  act 
was  passed,  which  applied  to  particular  districts, 
Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  the  eastern  district 
of  New  York,  &c.  repealing  the  daily  allowance 
to  these  officers  in  those  districts.  The  ground  of 
this  |>artial  change  was,  that  under  the  peculiar 
circum.stances  of  that  day,  during  the  war,  the 
commercial  districts  afforded  to  these  officers  so 
great  emoluments,  in  the  shape  of  fees  and  for- 
feitures, that  the  staled  compensation  was  thought 
to  be  superfluous,  and  was,  therefore,  repealed  as 
to  those  districts.  After  the  cessation  of  the  war, 
this  state  of  things  became  changed,  and,  in  dif- 
ferent years,  subsequently,  propositions  have  been 
made  again  to  equalize  the  compensation  of  these 
officers,  but,  for  want  of  time,  or  from  some  other 
cause,  they  have  not  been  acted  upon.  The  sub- 
ject being  brought  before  the  Judiciary  Committee 
at  this  session,  one  of  two  courses  appeared  to 
them  obviously  proper  ;  either  to  extend  the  law 
to  all  the  districts,  or  to  repeal  it  as  it  now  stood. 
For,  whatever  might  be  thought  of  one  or  the 
other  cour&e,  nothing  could  be  said  in  favor  of  re- 
taining the  present  partial  character  of  the  system 
of  compensation.  On  full  examination,  the  com- 
mittee had  thought  the  better  course  would  be  to 
repeal  so  much  of  tlie  law  of  1S14  as  relates  to 
the  subject,  and  to  place  the  compensations  to  the 
officers  on  the  same  footing  as  they  stood  upon 
previous  to  its  passage. 

An  amendment  was  offered,  by  Mr.  Hayden, 
going  to  restrict  the  fees  of  clerks  in  certain  cases, 
but,  after  some  conversation,  he  withdrew  it,  with 
the  design  hereafter  to  present  it  in  a  distinct  prop- 
osition, and  the  bill  was  agreed  to. 

COSTS  IN  SUITS  BY  PATENTEES. 

The  bill  concerning  costs  in  certain  cases,  was 
then  taken  up  by  the  Committee. 


This  bill  provides,  "  That  in  suits  commenced 
'  in  the  Courts  of  the  United  States,  after  the 
*  passage  of  this  act,  to  recover  damages  for  the 
'  violation  of  any  right  arising  under  letters  patent, 
'  lawfully  issued,  for  any  new  and  useful  inveo- 
'  tion,  discovery,  or  improvement,  costs  shall  be 
'  allowed  to  the  plaintifl'or  plaintiffs,  in  all  cases, 
'  where  the  sum  recovered  by  him  or  them  shall 
'  not  be  less  than  one  hundred  dollars." 

Mr.  Websteh  explained  the  reason  of  the  com- 
mittee for  reporting  this  bill.  The  general  law 
forbids  all  recovery  of  costs  in  the  Courts  of  the 
United  States,  where  the  amount  of  the  judg- 
ment is  less  than  five  hundred  dollars.  This 
minimum,  as  applicable  to  cases  generally,  Mr. 
W.  said,  was  perhaps  too  high,  but,  as  related  to 
cases  of  recovery  of  damages  for  violation  of  pa- 
tent rights,  it  was  supposed  there  were  particu- 
larly strong  reasons  why  it  should  be  reduced. 
Suits  of  that  description  are  instituted  not  so  much 
to  recover  great  damagi's  as  to  establish  the  right 
of  the  inventors.  The  right  may  be  a  very  im- 
portant one,  and  yet  the  violation  of  it  in  particu- 
lar instances  may  not  involve  heavy  damages. 
In  ordinary  cases,  the  right  of  suing  in  the  Courts 
of  the  United  Stales  has  been  regarded  as  a  privi- 
lege, persons  possessing  it  having  the  option  to 
avail  themselves  of  it  or  to  resort  to  the  State 
courts,  &c.  But,  with  respect  to  patent  rights, 
as  that  subject  is  exclusively  in  the  possession  of 
the  General  Government,  the  whole  right  being 
created  by  the  laws  of  Congress,  and  the  injured 
person  being  obliged  to  sue  in  the  courts  of  the 
United  States  or  no  where,  it  seemed  right  to  en- 
large the  law  so  far  as  to  allow  costs  to  the  plain- 
tiffin  all  cases  arising  under  the  law  of  patents, 
where  the  damages  awarded  should  amount  to 
one  hundred  dollars.  For  that  purpose  this  bill 
had  been  reported. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  moved  as  an  amend- 
ment, that  the  minimum  should  be  reduced  to 
thirty  dollars.  Very  useful  patents  often  applied 
to  articles  of  comparatively  small  value,  where 
an  infringement  in  any  single  case  would  not 
entitle  the  patentee  to  damages  amounting  to  one 
hundred  dollars.  It  was  incumbent  on  Congress 
to  provide  for  these  cases,  and  as  Government 
charged  the  patentee  thirty  dollars  for  his  palent, 
there  was  a  propriety  in  fixing  upon  that  sum  as 
the  limit  of  damages  on  which  he  might  obiain 
costs. 

Mr.  Webster  not  objecting,  the  amendment 
wa.<<  agreed  to. 

The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  both 
bills,  and  they  were  both  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 


Tuesday,  December  30. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  from  Kentucky,  Tho- 
mas Metcalfe,  appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took 
his  seat. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  to  confer  certain 
powers  on  the  levy  court  of  the  county  of  Alex- 
andria, in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  for  other 
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purposes;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  P.  P.  Barbour,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Revolutionary  Pen&ious  were  instructed  ' 
to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  reinstating  Henry  ^ 
Hines,  of  the  county  of  Louisia,  on  the  Revolu- 
tionary pension  list. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hayden,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  explaining  and  amending  the  third  | 
section  of  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  providing 
compensation  for  the  marshals,  clerks,  attorneys,  ! 
jurors,  and  witnesses,  in  the  Courts  of  the  United  j 
Slates,  and  to  repeal  certain  parts  of  the  acts  there-  ; 
in  mentioned,  and  lor  other  purposes,"  so  far  forth  i 
as  the  provisions  thereof  aflVci  the  compensation  I 
of  the  clerks  of  the  circuit  and  district  courts  of 
the  United  States. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Claims  on  the  petition  of  Charles  Minifie,  be  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to- 
morrow. 

Engrossed  bills,  of  the  following  titles,  viz  :  An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Babbitt;  An  act  for 
the  relief  of  William  Bartlett  and  John  Stearns, 
owners  of  the  schooner  Angler,  and  Nathaniel 
Carver,  owner  of  the  schooner  Harmony,  and 
others ;  An  act  to  repeal,  in  part,  an  act,  entitled 
"An  act  to  lessen  the  compensation  for  marshals, 
clerks,  and  attorneys,  in  the  cases  therein  men- 
tioned;"  were,  respectively,  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

SYSTEM  OF  BANKRUPTCY. 

Mr.  Webster,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  who  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  establishing  an  uniform  system 
of  bankruptcy,  reported  that  it  is  not  expedient  to 
establish  sucli  system. 

Mr.   WebstCr   observed,  that  the  committee 
had  thought  it  proper  to  make  an  early  commu- 
nication of  their  opinion  on  this  important  subject 
to  the  House.     In  this  opinion,  a  great  majority 
of  the  committee  concurred;  indeed,  he  believed 
he  was  the  onlv  member  who  had  the  misfortune 
to  differ  from  that  opmion.     The  whole  commit- 
tee, however,  were  desirous  of  giving  a  fair  op- 
portunity to  those  gentlemen  who,  like   himself, 
were  in  favor  of  the  system,  to  bring  the  question  I 
before  the  House.     Such  an  opportunity  would  ' 
now  be  afforded,  as  any  member   might  move  to  j 
amend  the  report,  by  altering  it  from  a  negative  i 
to  an  affirmative  character.     It  seemed  to  him  to  ' 
be  proper,  on  several  accounts,  that  the  opinion 
of  the  House,  on  the  general  question  of  the  ex- 
pediency of  a  bankrupt  law,  should  be  taken,  be- 
fore a  bill  should  be   brought   in.     In  such  a  bill 
there  must  necessarily  be  much  of  prolixity  and 
detail ;  and  very  much  discussion  might   be  ex- 
pected to  arise  on   particular  provisions,  which 
would  seem  to  be  misplaced,  until  there  should 
be  some  room  to  think  that  the  general  measure 
itself  was  acceptable  to  a  majority  of  the  House. 
Until  there  was  room  to  believe  that,  such  a  dis- 
cussion upon  details  would  have  no  effect  but  to 
conKume  time.     If  the  House  should  now  reverse 


this  report,  the  committee  would  cheerfully  pre- 
pare and  bring  in  a  bill.  He  would  take  the 
liberty  to  suggest,  however,  whether  the  best  way 
would  not  be  to  proceed  by  resolution.  In  this 
way,  perhaps,  not  only  the  general  question  might 
be  settled,  but,  if  settled  in  favor  of  the  measure, 
subsequent  resolutions  might  proceed  to  settle 
some  of  the  general  outlines  of  the  system  ;  such, 
for  example,  as  what  classes  of  persons  the  system 
should  extend  to ;  whether  only  to  traders,  tech- 
nically or  legally  so  called,  or  to  all  persons,  by 
proper  description,  who  have,  ordinarily,  occasion 
to  usfe  extensive  credits  ;  and  whether  it  shall  be  a 
temporary  or  permanent  system,  &.c.  He  made 
these  suggestions  only  for  the  consideration  of 
those  who,  like  himself,  were  in  favor  of  the  sys- 
tem. And,  to  the  end  that  they  might  have  an 
option,  to  proceed  by  way  of  resolution,  or  by 
motion  to  amend  the  present  report,  he  would 
move  that  the  report  lie  upon  the  table. 

The  report  was  accordingly  laid  on  the  table. 

TRADE  WITH  THE  INDIANS. 

Mr.  Rich  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affair* 
be  instrucled  to  inquire  into  the  practicability  and 
expediency  of  adopting  meaaurea  which  aball  more 
eflectuully  restrain  either  citicena  of  the  United  Slates 
or  foreignera  from  hunting  or  trapping  on  land«  to 
which  the  Indian  title  has  not  been  exlinguuhed, 
and  exclude  foreignera  from  a  participation  in  the 
Indian  trade. 

Mr.  Rich,  in  introducing  the  above  resolution, 
said,  that  he  conceived  it  due  to  the  House  to 
state  some  of  the  reasons  which  induced  him  to 
offer  it  for  adoption,  and  to  hope  that  the  inquiry 
it  proposed  would  prove  successful.  During  the 
last  season,  he  was  sorry  to  state,  there  bad  occur- 
red on  our  Western  borders,  a  killing  and  wound- 
ing of  traders,  and  a  slaughtering  of  Indians, 
which  was  much  to  be  regretted.  The  attack 
made  by  the  Indians  is  said  to  have  been  unpro- 
voked ;  it  may  have  been  so  ;  he  hoped,  for  the 
honor  of  our  country,  that  such  would  turn  out 
to  have  been  the  fact.  He  did  not  entertain  a 
doubt,  that  all  that  could,  under  the  existing  laws, 
be  done  to  prevent  so  unhappy  an  occurrence, 
had  been  done  by  the  Executive.  He  believed, 
however,  it  would,  on  investigation,  be  found, 
that  the  laws  had  been  violated,  and  the  rights  oi 
our  red  brethren  infringed.  In  support  of  his  re- 
marks, Mr.  R.  asked  leave  to  read  certain  parts 
of  the  correspondence  which  had  been  submitted 
to  the  House  on  this  subject. — [He  here  read  a 
letter  of  Mr.  Pilcher  to  Major  O'Fallon,  comma- 
nicating  a  letter  from  Mr.  Gordon,  which  gave 
an  accountof  the  arrangements  for  hunting  made 
by  the  party.]  This  unhappy  fracas  had  arisen, 
it  seemed,  while  our  traders  were  marching, 
trapping,  and  counter-marching.  [Here  Mr.  R. 
quoted  the  letter  from  General  Atkinson  to  Gren- 
eral  Gaines,  enclosing  another  from  General  Ash- 
ley to  Major  O'Fallon.]  The  object  of  this  ex- 
pedition, Mr.  R.  went  on  to  say,  was  to  procure 
and  carry  away  that  game  to  which  the  Indian 
tribes  had  as  just  a  right  as  any  of  us  have  to  the 
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property  we  hold.  In  relation  to  that  part  of  the 
resolution  which  refers  to  the  exclusion  of  foreign- 
ers from  this  trade,  unless  we  could  effect  this,  he 
was  persuaded  we  need  look  for  nothing  but  a 
continual  recurrence  of  events  of  the  same  kind 
as  had  occurred — a  constant  waste  of  human 
life.  If  more  efficient  means  to  preserve  pacific 
relations  with  the  Indian  tribes  could  not  be  de- 
vised, or  were  impracticable,  then  we  had  better 
withdraw,  at  once,  our  troops  from  the  Indian 
country  altogether. 

Mr.  Vance  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by 
striking  out  the  last  clause,  (to  exclude  foreigners 
from  the  Indian  trade,)  but  afterwards  withdrew 
the  amendment,  and  the  resolution  was  adopted, 
as  moved  by  Mr.  Rich. 

CONTESTED  ELECTION. 
Mr.  Sloane,  from  the  Committee  of  Elections, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Parmenio  Adams, 
contesting  the  right  of  Isaac  Wilson  to  a  seat 
in  this  House,  as  one  of  the  Representatives  of 
the  State  of  New  York  ;  which  report  was  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole.  It  is  as 
follows: 

That,  by  the  laws  of  the  State  of  New  York,  "for  reg- 
ulating electiona,"  all  elections  are  by  ballot,  and  are 
directed  to  be  held  by  towna  in  each  county  within  the 
Sute,  and  the  supervisors,  aaseaaora,  and  town  clerks 
of  the  several  towns,  or  a  majority  of  them,  are  to 
constitute  a  board  of  inspectors,  whose  duty  it  is  to 
aupenntend  the  elections  in  their  respective  towns, 
and  after  making  a  canvass  of  the  votes  given  at  any 
election,  to  cause  the  same  to  be  recorded  in  the  town 
books,  and  transmit  to  the  office  of  the  county  clerk 
a  true  return  of  the  votes  so  canvassed,  when  the 
same  fhall  be  examined  by  a  board  of  county  canvas- 
aers.  After  the  whole  number  of  votes  given  in  the 
county  is  ascertained,  and  an  entry  thereof  made  by 
the  clerk  on  the  records  of  the  county,  he  shall  imme- 
diately make  out  three  certified  copies  thereof ;  one  of 
which  he  shall  forward  to  the  Governor  of  the  State, 
one  to  the  Comptroller,  and  one  to  the  Secretary  of 
Sute,  to  be  laid  before  the  State  canvassers.  The 
State  is  divided  into  districts  for  the  election  of  Rep- 
reaenUtivea  to  Congress,  and  the  county  of  Genesee 
forms  the  twenty-ninth  district.  The  election  for 
Representatives  in  the  present  Congress  was  held  on 
the  first  Monday  of  November,  1822,  and  the  two  suc- 
ceeding daya.  It  appears  that,  at  that  election,  Isaac 
"Wilson  and  Parmenio  Adams  were  candidates  in  op- 
position ;  and  by  the  official  certificate  of  the  clerk  of 
Genesee  county,  it  appears  that'Isaac  Wilson,  by  the 
returns  from  the  several  towns,  had  2,09.3  votes,  and 
that,  by  the  same  returns,  Parmenio  Adams  had  2,077 
votes.  The  petitioner  rests  his  claim  to  a  seat  solely 
on  the  ground  that,  in  the  town  of  China,  in  said 
county,  the  board  of  inspectors  made  a  mistake,  by 
returning  for  the  sitting  member  67  votes,  when,  in 
fact,  the  true  number  given  for  him  was  only  45  votes, 
and  ought  to  have  been  so  returned.  The  sitting 
member  relies  on  three  points  to  support  his  right  to 
retain  his  seat.  1st.  That  in  the  town  of  Attica  a 
mistake  took  place,  similar  in  its  nature  to  the  one 
which  occurred  in  China,  by  which  mistake  the  peti- 
tioner had  98  votes  returned  for  him  by  the  board  of 
inspectors  of  the  election  in  Attica,  when  the  true 
number  given  was  but  93  votes,  and  that  so  it  ought  i 

18th  Con.  Isl  Sesb.— 29 


to  have  been  returned.  2d.  That  in  the  town  of  Mid- 
diebury,  the  board  of  inspectors  rejected  one  vote 
which  ought  to  have  been  counted  for  him,  because, 
being  a  printed  ballot  with  his  name  thereon,  but  par- 
tially erased  with  the  stroke  of  a  pen,  it  was  consid- 
ered as  a  blank  vote  ;  and,  3d.  That  in  the  towns  of 
Stafford  and  Byron  six  ballots  were  improperly  de- 
stroyed by  the  boards  of  inspectors  in  those  towns,  and 
not  included  in  the  canvass,  which  he  contends  were 
given  for  him,  and  ought  to  have  been  taken  into  the 
general  estimate  of  those  towns.  In  support  of  the 
different  allegations  of  the  parties,  a  number  of  affida- 
vits are  produced,  taken  in  the  presence  of  both.  No 
attempt  is  made  to  impeach  the  character  or  veracity 
of  any  of  the  witnesses.  They  are  principally  officers 
of  the  election,  chosen  by  the  citizens  of  their  respec- 
tive towns,  and  presumed  to  be  gentlemen  of  respecta- 
biUty.  The  committee  have  carefully  examined  the 
testimony,  and  consider  it  as  entitled  to  full  credit. 
They  are  clearly  of  opinion  that  the  testimony  respect- 
ing the  return  from  the  town  of  China  establishes  the 
fact  that  22  votes  were  returned  fur  the  sitting  mem- 
ber more  than  the  number  he  actually  received;  and 
they  are  equally  satisfied  that,  in  the  town  of  Attica, 
five  votes  were  returned  for  the  petitioner  more  than 
were  given  for  him  by  the  electors  of  said  town. 
With  respect  to  the  vote  which  the  sitting  member 
claims  in  the  town  of  Middlebury,  the  committee  are 
of  opinion  that  he  has  failed  lo  produce  proof  sufficient 
to  warrant  the  conclusion  that  the  board  of  inspectors 
acted  improperly  in  considering  it  a  blank  ballot. 
This  ballot,  it  appears,  was  a  printed  one,  and  the 
name  of  the  sitting  member  was  impressed  thereon,  but 
"was  excluded  from  the  canvass  and  estimate,  becatfse" 
it  was  defaced  "  by  one  stroke  of  a  pc-n  drawn  over  the 
name,  but  that  every  letter  was  distinct  and  legible." 

All  the  inspectors  of  election  agiee  in  the  opinion 
that,  from  the  manner  in  which  this  ballot  was  defaced, 
it  must  have  been  the  intention  of  the  elector  who 
presented  it,  to  have  it  considered  as  blank.  It  will 
be  observed  that  these  inspectors,  from  the  nature  of 
the  trust  confided  to  them,  and  from  the  obligations 
they  would  necessarily  feel  to  discharge  their  duty 
with  fidelity,  together  with  the  superior  advantage 
which  their  situation  afforded  them  of  judging  more 
correctly  than  any  spectator  or  by-stander  could  do, 
must  be  presumed  to  be  more  competent  to  decide  this 
question  than  any  other  persons  could  be.  With  the 
decision  of  the  board  of  inspectors  in  this  case,  the 
committee  are  not  disposed  to  interfere.  They  con- 
sider it  a  question  on  which  it  would  be  impossible  to 
come  to  any  deliberate  conclusion,  without  being  pos- 
sessed of  the  same  opportunity  and  advantages  which 
were  afforded  to  the  board  of  inspectors.  No  person 
can  undertake,  with  safety,  to  determine,  from  any 
description  of  a  ballot  of  this  sort,  what  decision  he 
might  be  disposed  to  make  from  an  actual  inspection 
of  the  ballot  iUelf.  By  the  law  of  the  State,  the  board 
were  constituted  the  judgeii.  They  performed  their 
duty,  and  are  still  convinced  that  their  judgment  was 
correct  ;  and  the  committee  are  not  disposed  to  ques- 
tion their  decision.  The  claim  of  the  sitting  member 
to  have  certain  votes,  which  are  stated  to  have  been 
given  for  him  in  the  towns  of  Stafford  and  Byron, 
counted  in  his  favor,  is  not  considered  lo  be  suflSciently 
established  by  the  testimony.  All  the  inspectors 
agree  that  the  ballots  were  folded  together,  and  a  re- 
ference to  the  poll  lists  con0rmed  the  fact  that  more 
ballots  were  received  than  were  names  on  those  lists. 
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The  suggestion  of  some  of  the  witnesses,  that  these 
ballots  might  have  been  innocently  dehvered  by  the 
electors,  without  any  intention  of  committing  fraud, 
will  not  avail  in  a  case  of  this  kind.  By  the  law  of 
the  State,  every  elector  who  conducts  in  that  way 
forfeits  his  right  of  suffrage  on  that  occasion.  The 
law  on  the  subject  is  positive.  It  provides  that  "  if 
any  two  or  more  ballots  are  found  folded  or  rolled  up 
together,  none  of  the  balloU  so  folded  or  rolled  shall 
be  estimated."  Upon  a  full  view  of  the  whole  case, 
the  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  election  was 
conducted  with  fair  and  honest  intention  on  the  part 
of  the  board  of  inspectors  of  the  several  towns  to 
which  their  inquiries  have  extended ;  and  that  their 
testimony  is  competent,  and  ought  to  be  received,  to 
correct  any  mistakes  which  may  have  occurred  in  re- 
turning the  votes  given  at  said  election.  That  justice, 
iu  this  case,  requires  that  there  be  deducted  from  the 
aggregate  number  of  2,093  votes  returned  for  the  sit- 
ting member,the  twenty-two  votes  which  were  allowed 
to  his  poll  by  the  mistake  in  the  return  from  the  town 
of  China,  which  will  make  the  whole  number  of  votes 
to  which  he  is  properly  entitled,  2,071  ;  and  that,  in 
like  manner,  a  deduction  ought  to  be  made  from  the 
aggregate  number  of  2,077,  returned  for  the  peti- 
tioner on  account  of  the  mistake  of  five  votes  returned 
for  him  in  the  town  of  Attica,  more  than  were  given 
for  him  in  that  town,  which  will  leave  to  bis  poll  2,072 
votes,  being  a  majority  of  one  vote  over  the  sitting 
member.  The  comnuttee,  therefore,  submit  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions  : 

"  Rtiolved,  That  Isaac  Wilson  is  not  entitled  to  a 
seat  in  this  Houm. 

'"  lUsolved,  That  Parmenio  Adams  is  entitled  to  a 
seat  in  this  House." 

Memorial  or  the  Pf.titioxer. 

To  the  honorable  the  House  of  Representatives  in  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America  .• 

The  petition  of  the  undersigned,  Parmenio  Adams, 
humbly  sboweth  : 

That  your  petitioner  and  Isaac  Wilson  were  oppo- 
sing candidates  for  the  office  of  member  of  Congress 
in  the  twenty-ninth  Congressional  district  of  the  State 
of  New  York,  composed  of  the  county  of  Genesee,  at 
an  election  held  in  said  district  on  the  first  .Monday  of 
November,  1822,  and  on  the  two  succeeding  days,  in 
pursuance  of  a  law  of  the  said  State,  to  elect  a  mem- 
ber to  represent  said  district  in  the  Eighteenth  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States  of  America  ;  that  the  whole 
number  of  votes  given  for  such  member  of  Congress, 
at  the  said  election,  in  the  several  towns  composing 
the  said  district,  as  returned  by  the  proper  officers, 
was  4,170;  and,  of  that  number,  2,077  were  returned 
as  having  been  given  for  your  petitioner,  and  2,093 
for  the  said  Isaac  Wilson. 

And  your  petitioner  begs  leave  further  to  represent 
that  the  board  of  inspectors  of  election  for  the  town  of 
China,  in  said  district,  returned  to  the  board  of  can- 
vassers, ajipointed  by  a  law  of  the  said  State  of  New 
York,  sixty-seven  votes  as  having  been  given  in  said 
town  for  your  petitioner  for  memlwr  of  Congress  as 
aforesaid,  and,  by  mistake,  sixty-seven  votes  as  having 
been  given  for  the  said  Isaac  VVIl^on  for  member  of 
Congress  as  aforesaid;  which  said  number  of  sixty- 
seven  votes  for  the  said  Isaac  Wilson  was  counted, 
and  allowed  by  the  said  buard  of  canvassers,  in  order 
to  make  up  the  said  number  of  2.093  given  for  the 
•aid  Isaac    Wilson   in   the  said  district:  whereas,  in 


truth  and  in  fact,  your  petitioner  did  receive  sixty- 
seven  votes  in  the  said  town  of  China  ;  but  the  said 
Isaac  Wilsoa  received  only  forty-five  votes  in  the  said 
town  ;  so  that  your  petitioner  did,  in  truth,  receive 
2,077  votes  in  the  said  district ;  but  the  said  Isaac 
Wilson  did,  in  truth,  receive  but  2,071  votes  in  said 
district;  which  gives  to  your  petitioner  a  msjority  of 
six  votes  over  the  said  Isaac  Wilson,  there  being  no 
other  candidates  for  the  office  of  member  of  Congress 
in  the  said  district,  at  the  said  election,  who  received 
as  many  votes  for  the  said  office  as  either  your  peti- 
tioner or  the  said  Isaac  Wilson. 

And  your  petitioner  further  states,  that,  from  the 
facts  above  stated,  which  are  proved  to  your  honorable 
body  by  the  affidavits  and  documents  accompanying 
the  prayer  of  your  petitioner,  he  is  entitled  to  a  seat 
with  your  honorable  body  as  a  Representative  in  Con- 
gress, but  that  he  cannot  avail  himself  of  what  he 
considers  to  be  his  right,  without  the  aid  of  your  hon- 
orable body,  the  said  Isaac  Wilson  having  obtained  a 
certificate  of  his  election  in  the  said  district. 

Your  petitioner,  therefore,  prays  thai  the  seat  of  the 
said  Isaac  Wilson,  in  your  honorable  body,  may  be 
vacated,  and  your  petitioner  have  leave  to  resume  the 
same,  in  conformity  to  the  will  of  the  electors  of  the 
twenty-ninth  Congressional  district  in  the  Slate  of 
New  York,  as  expressed  in  and  by  the  said  election. 

And  your  petitioner  will  ever  pray,  <Scc., 

PAR.MENIO  ADAMS. 

WisHiwoToif  CiTT,  December  1,  1823. 

Lettei-  of  the  sUtimj  member. 

To  the  Hon.  Joh.t  Sloaxi, 

Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Elections'.- 
Sir:  Inasmuch  as  it   has   been   intimated  that  the 
Committee  of  Elections  will  indulge  mo  in  a  few  sug- 
gestions, growing  out  of  the  documenU  submitted  to 
their  examination,  in  relation  to  the  contested  election 
between   Major    Parmenio  Adams  and   myself,  I  beg 
leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  the  fol- 
lowing :    The  petitioner,  it  appears,  seeks  by  affidavit 
to   diminish   the  vote    for    the  sitting  member,  in  the 
town  of  China,  where  the  return  had  been  made  out 
in  due  form  under  the  statute  law  of  the  Slate  of  New 
York,  officially  signed    by  the    inspectors   of  election, 
and  returned  to  the   district  canvassers,  and  by  them 
allowed  and  transmitted  to  tt^  State  Board,  whereon 
they    make   their   official  certificate.      Regarding   the 
State  law,  it  is  believed  that  the  return  should  be  sus- 
tained  entire  as   it  is,  or   rejected   altogether,  on  the 
ground  of  improper  conduct   of  the  inspectors,  as  ap- 
pears from  their  own  testimony.     It  will  be  noticed 
that  the  town  clerk  entered  the  said  official  return  on 
the  town  book   different  from   the   number   contained 
therein,  at  forty-five  votes  for  the  sitting  member,  with- 
out consulting  any  one  of  bis  associate  inspectors,  and, 
but  a  few  days   thereaAer,  made   up  his  affidavit  that 
the  sitting  member  had  received  forty-six  votes  in  said 
town   of  China.     If,  however,  it   should   be  adjudged 
proper   by  the   committee,   from   the  case   presented, 
to  correct  the  return  of  the  town  ol  China,  in  accord- 
ance with  the   memorial  introduced  by  tke  petitioner, 
it  is  expected  that   the  broad  ground  will  be  assumed 
of  extending  full  and   perfect  equity  to   the  parties, 
and  that  he  who  had  the  greatest  number  of  votes  in 
the  ballot  boxes,  and  was  tberebir   fairly  sustained  by 
the  greatest  nu.nber  of  electors  in  the  district,  should 
be  allowed    to   prevail.     The  petitioner   claims  a  ma- 
jority of  six  votes  over  the  sitting  member,  by  correct- 


December,  1823. 


New  York  C<ynU9ted  Election. 


H.  OF  R. 


A 


ing  the  alleged  mistake  in  the  town  of  China.  Un- 
der this  view  of  the  case,  I  proceed,  sir,  to  an  exam- 
ination of  the  testimony  produced  on  the  part  of  the 
sitting  member,  remarking  that  he  relies,  with  perfect 
confidence,  on  the  accumulated  testimony,  to  prove 
a  mistake  in  the  official  return  of  the  town  of  Attica, 
in  said  district,  in  returning  ninety-eight  votes  for  the 
petitioner,  instead  of  ninety-three,  the  true  number 
given  for  him  in  said  town.  Six  of  the  seven  inspec- 
tors and  clerks,  to  wit,  four  inspectors  and  two  clerks 
of  election  of  the  said  town  of  Attica,  all  testify  that 
they  are  clear  and  distinct  in  their  recollections,  and 
are  positive  that  the  canvass  of  that  town  gave  the 
sitting  member  a  majority  of  thirty  votes  over  the  pe- 
titioner ;  whereas  the  return  to  the  clerk's  office,  and 
official  canvass,  show  a  majority  of  twenty-five  only. 
Two  of  the  inspectors,  and  the  two  clerks,  are  equally 
clear  and  distinct  in  their  recollections  of  the  particu- 
lar number  given  for  each  candidate;  and  several  of 
the  witnes*e8  recollect  distinctly  the  whole  number  of 
votes  given  in  said  town  for  both  candidates,  and  the 
number  of  names  on  the  poll  list ;  and,  superadded 
to  this  weight  of  evidence,  is  a  minute,  in  writing,  of 
the  candidates'  names  voted  for  at  the  election,  with 
the  number  of  votes  given  for  each,  in  figures,  set 
opposite,  identified  by  Mr.  Stevens,  one  of  the  clerks, 
to  be  in  his  own  handwriting,  taken  down  by  him  at 
the  time  of  the  canvass.  These  six  witnesses  were 
examined  by  the  petitioner  on  interrogatory,  and,  in 
my  humble  apprehension,  their  answers  strengthen 
the  body  of  their  affidavits. 

The  petitioner  made  an  attempt  to  rebut  their  testi- 
mony.     He  introduces  three  witnesses  ;  first,  Simeon 
Williams,  junior,  member   of   the  board,   and    town 
clerk,  who  made  out  the   official   return,  and  is   made 
to  say,  in  the   body  of  his   affidavit,  "  That  when  the 
said  certificate  was  completed,  and  the  number  of  votes 
received  and  canvassed,  for  members  of  Congress,  in- 
serted therein,  as  staled  to  this  deponent  by  the  said 
clerks,  he,  this   deponent,  called   upon    the  inspectors 
and  one  of  the  clerks,  to  the  reading,  and  comparing, 
&c.,  which  being  done,  and  no  objection,  &,c.,  it  was 
thereupon  signed,"  <Scc.      Whereas,  in  bis  answer  to 
the  last   interrogatory,   he  confesses,   that    upon    the 
call    of   the    board    to    the    reading,  "and  after  the 
reading,  one    of   the  clerks    said,  yon  have    not  got 
the    Congress    votes   down ;    to   which   he    answered 
he  had  not,  and  one  of  the  clerks  then  orally  gave  him 
the  number  of  votes,  Ac,  and   he  is  not  certain  whe- 
ther the  returns  were  compared  or  not  after  the  addi- 
tion of  the  Congressional  votes."     Thus,   in  the  body 
of  the  affidavit,  and  in  the  answer  of  the  last  interrog- 
atory, are  stated  distinct  facu,  directly  in  collision  with 
each  other,  which  prove  that  the  witness  was  mistaken 
in  the  body  of  his  affidavit;  and  there  is  no  doubt  that, 
after  the  Congressional  voles  were  set  down,  the  re- 
turns were  not  read  or  compared,   but  were  immedi- 
ately signed   and   kept   by  Mr.    Williams  for   record. 
Moses  Disbrow,  another  witness,  stood  by  »»ne  of  the 
clerks,   and   cjunled  the  tally  paper   at  ninety-eight, 
and  saw  the  clerk  count  once  and  set  down  ninety- 
eight,  as  he  8up[)08ed,  by  candle-light,  and  immedi- 
ately left  the  room  ;  did  not  see  the  clerk  make  a  sec- 
ond count,    nor  did  he   see  the  other  clerk  count,  or 
any  comparison  between  them.     David  C.  Miller,  the 
last  witness  to  this  point,  relates   a  casual  conversa- 
tion  had  with  Cieorge   Cooley,   E.sq.,   soon   after  the 
official  canvass  was  published,  and  understood  him  to 
answer  to  this  question,    Do  you  believe  there  was  a 


mistake?  Answer,  I  do  not  think  there  was.  And 
several  weeks  after.  Esquire  Cooley  was  understood 
to  say,  I  have  made  no  affidavit,  (meaning  to  a  mis- 
take,) neither  do  I  think  I  shall.  In  desultory  conver- 
sations like  these,  it  is  not  uncommon  to  mistake  the 
intention  of  the  person  spoken  to,  and  to  put  a  differ- 
ent construction  and  complexion  in  detailing  such 
conversations.  The  understanding  of  Esquire  Cooley 
is  explained  in  his  answers  to  interrogatories  to  bis 
own  affidavit.  And  what  does  he  testify  !  Merely 
that,  after  the  whole  number  of  votes  were  canvassed 
by  the  board,  and  put  down  by  the  clerks,  and  com- 
pared, the  clerks  announced  to  the  board  that  the  sit- 
ting member  had  a  majority  of  thirty  votes  over  the 
petitioner,  and  the  deponent  believes  that  he  did  re- 
ceive a  majority  of  thirty  votes.  Thus  much  for  the 
attempt  to  avoid  the  mistake  in  Attica.  We  have 
proceeded  so  far  on  the  ground  of  corrections,  and  the 
petitioner  is  one  single  vole  in  advance  only.  In  the 
town  of  Middlcbury  all  the  testimony  concurs  in  prov- 
ing that  one  printed  vote  put  into  the  Congressional 
election  box,  with  the  name  of  Isaac  Wilson  upon  it, 
with  every  letter  legible,  and  clearly  and  easily  to  be 
read,  and  without  any  other  name  or  writing  thereon, 
was  thrown  aside,  and  not  included  in  the  official  re- 
turn, because  it  was  partially  defaced,  apparently  with 
one  dash  of  a  pen,  whereby  one  elector,  who  exer- 
cised his  elective  franchise,  was  excluded  and  thrown 
out  of  said  return.  Nothing  can  be  more  clear  than 
that  a  blot  or  a  stroke  of  a  pen  on  the  name,  which  is 
still  perfectly  legible,  would  not  authorize  the  inspect- 
ors to  throw  it  aside,  on  the  violent  presumption  that 
it  meant  nothing.  Names  are  to  be  written  or  printed 
on  a  ballot — if  they  are  legible,  il  is  enough.  If  this 
ballot  is  counted,  the  parties,  pursuing  the  ground  of 
correction,  have  an  equal  number,  independent  of  the 
votes  called  double. 

Permit  me,  in  the  next  place,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  in- 
vite the  attention  of  the  committee  to  the  testimony 
relating  to  the  towns  of  Byron  and  Stafford.  I  men- 
tion the  two  in  conjunction  as  being  in  some  respects 
similar.  I  will,  however,  firbt  advert  to  a  circumstance 
which  took  place  in  the  town  of  Stafford,  at  the  can- 
vass of  the  votes  of  said  town,  which  was  of  an  extra- 
ordinary character,  and  in  direct  violation  of  the  State 
law — the  denying  the  Electors  the  privilege  of  wit- 
nessing said  canvass,  and,  to  effect  that  object,  with- 
drawing to  a  more  private  room,  and  fastening  the  usual 
door  of  entrance,  and  had  actually  made  some  progress 
in  said  canvass,  when  the  first  witness  accidentally 
found  means  of  entering  the  room  by  a  back  door.  As 
proof  of  this,  I  refer  to  the  affidavits  of  General  W. 
L.  Churchill  and  Ira  Gilbert.  In  the  towns  of  Staf- 
ford and  Byron  it  appears  that  six  votes  that  were  in 
the  Congressional  election  boxes,  and  given  for  the 
sitting  member,  were  thrown  aside,  and  not  included 
in  the  returns;  the  inspectors,  as  they  testify,  suppos- 
ing that  the  State  law  required  their  exclusion  as 
double  voles.  But  it  is  confidently  believed  that  an 
attentive  examination  of  the  evidence  in  those  cases 
will  satisfy  every  candid  and  liberal  mind  that  they 
were  not  "folded  or  rolled  up  together,"  (the  words 
of  the  Slate  law,)  that  is,  enfolded  together  for  the 
purpose  of  deception,  before  they  were  delivered  to  the 
inspectors  to  be  put  into  the  boxes. 

It  is  abundantly  in  proof  that  those  six  votes  were 
folde'd  in  the  usual  manner,  and  as  the  other  votes  in 
the  boxes  were  folded,  with  the  edges  out  on  both 
sides.     For  the  two  votes   in  tlie  town  of  Sufford,  I 
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refer  to  the  teeUmony  of  Ezekiel  Hall  and  Margin  larity  between  the  captiona;  it  may  well  be  aappoeed 
._j  f  I    w,     T     «-i-.._-L.ii    i_^     that  they  might  misplace  the  words  of  the  caption,  and 

yet  be  clear  and  correct  in  their  recollections  as  to  ita 
object,  to  w  t,  designating  the  different  candidates; 
•nd  all  tbnt  is  said  in  relation  to  captions  is  not  mate* 

they  might  have  slipped  together  in  the  boxes;  and  ,  rial,  as  the  name  of  the  sitting  member  was  seen  by 


Lord,  inspectors,  and  General  W.  L.  Churchill,  Ira 
Gilbert,  and  Alfred  Churchill,  and  controverted  by 
none.  The  particular  description  of  the  folding  is 
also  given   by  the  witnesses,   and   clearly  shows  that 


the  presumption  is  strong  that  they  did  so  slip  togeth- 
er, as  it  is  proved  by  B.  Brooks,  Esq.,  8.  Griswold, 
Esq.,  and  General  W.  L.  Churchill,  that  votes  in  the 


the  witnesses  on  five  of  the  said  six  votes,  and  there 
is  no  pretention,  in  proof,    to   the  contrary.     Upon  a 
review  of  this  case,  is  it  not  clear  that  the  election  of 
8ute  of  New  York   are  not  unfrequently  found  thus     the  sitting  member  was  equitably  sustained  by  a  fair 
alipped  together,  and  when  thus  found  have  been  can- 1  majority  of  his  district!     And  that  such  will   be  the 


▼assed  and  allowed.  That  the  four  votes  mentioned 
in  Byron  were  folded  in  the  usual  manner  also,  I  re- 
fer to  the  testimony  of  Bartholomew  Benhani,  Ed- 
mund Wilcox,  inspectors,  and  Samuel  B.  James,  pres- 
ent at  the  canvass.  That  the  whole  six  votes  were 
given  to  the  sitting  member,  is  proved  by  several  wit- 
nesses, and  standd  uncontradicted  by  any  one.  I  am 
aware  that  it  will  be  urged  that  the  circumstance  of  a 
diaagreement  of  the  poll  lists  with  the  votes  in  the 
boxes,  is  proof  that  the  votes  were  put  in  double  by 
the  electors;  but  I  humbly  conceive  that  it  is  far 
from  being  conclusive  proof,  when  we  reflect  that 
they  were  folded  in  the  usual  manner,  so  that  they 
might  have  slipped  together,  and  that  it  is  not  un- 
tuual  that  they  are  found  thus  slipped  together;  and 
moreover  that  it  oAen  happens  that  there  is  a  dis- 
agreement between  the  poll  lists  and  the  votes  in  the 
boxes,  as  is  proved  by  General  W.  L.  Churchill,  B. 
Brooks,  Esq.,  and  8.  Griswold,  Esq.;  and  not  unfre- 
quently an  excess  of  votes,  which  may  well  happen 
by  the  neglect  of  clerks,  through  the  hurry  and  bustle 
of  an  election,  to  enter  the  name  of  every  elector  who 
puts  his  vote  into  the  boxes,  especially  when  there  are 
three  boxes  and  three  poll  lists  for  each  elector.  From 
these  ami  other  circumstances,  is  not  the  presumption 
<oo  strong  to  be  resisted,  that  some  of  them,  if  not  the 
whole  six  votes,  were  given  in  singly  T  And,  while 
on  this  subject,  it  may  be  observed  that  the  only  pos- 
aible  ground  on  which  the  six  votes  can  be  set  aside, 
ia  a  fraudulent  intention  in  the  electors. 

It  is  not  only  possible,  but  very  probable,  as  has  been 
shown,  that  these  votes  had  slipped  into  each  other  by 
carrying  about  the  boxes  from  one  day's  election  to 
another,  and  from  the  votes  having  to  pass  the  scru- 
tiny of  the  inspectors  as  they  are  put  in.  If  these  votes 
are  decided  to  be  fraudulent,  it  must  be  from  presump 


decision  of  this  honorable  committee,  and  oi  the  House, 
I  think  the  answer  will  unanimously  be  in  the  affir- 
mative. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ISAAC  WILSON. 
Reply  of  Petitioner. 

To  the  Hon.  Johx  Sloans, 

Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Electiont  : 
Humbly  referring  your  honorable  body  to  a  repe- 
rusal  of  the  documents  submitted  by  your  petitioner, 
he  respectfully  submits  the  following  suggestions  : 

1.  Your  petitioner,  on  a  particular  examination  of 
the  evidence  relative  to  the  votes  given  in  the  town  of 
China,  assumes  the  conclusion  as  irresistible  that  the 
facts  set  forth  in  the  petition  relative  to  those  votes  are 
established  beyond  controversy.  In  answer  to  which, 
the  sitting  member  endeavors  in  part  to  balance  the 
majority  in  favor  of  your  petitioner,  resulting  from  the 
correction  of  the  mistake  alleged  by  him,  by  showing 
a  mistake  in  your  petitioner's  favor  in  the  town  of -\t- 
tica,  to  the  number  of  five  votes. 

On  this  part  of  the  case  it  is  humbly  suggested  that 
a  statement  of  the  result  of  the  canvass  drawn  up  at 
the  time  (the  attention  of  the  inspectors  being  particu- 
larly drawn  to  the  state  of  the  Congress  votes,  and 
the  whole  being  certified  by  and  in  the  presence  of 
each  of  the  tiaid  inspectors  as  the  constituted  judges) 
should  preponderate  as  a  matter  of  authenticated  re* 
cord  evidence  over  the  recollections  of  any  set  of  men, 
in  the  absence  of  the  original  canvass  itself,  which 
was  preserved,  and  forms  the  groundwork  from  which 
all  the  inferences  are  drawn  in  relation  to  the  votes  in 
the  town  of  China. 

2.  Should  the  sitting  member  be  deemed   to  have 


tion  merely.     It  is  not  easy  to  distinguish  this  case  I  established  the  alleged  mistake  in  the  town  of  Attica, 
from  all  others,  where  fraud  is  never  to  be  presumed,    (which,  however,  cannot  for  a  moment  be  admitted,) 


but  must  be  most  conclusively  proven.  Again,  sup- 
pose that  these  six  votes  were  all  given  in  double,  we 
have  it  in  proof,  to  wit,  by  General  Churchill,  Gilbert, 


bably,  in  that  case,  have   been  hastily  received  Irom 
distributors  of  votes  thus  together,  and  without  exam- 


still  there  will  remain  a  majority  of  one  vote  in  favor 
of  your  petitioner.  It  is  contended,  nevertheless,  that 
a  legitimate  vote,  given  for  the  sitting  member  in  the 


and  James,  that  they  might  not  only  possibly,  but  pro-    town  of  .Middlebury,  was  not  counted.    On  this  point 


it  is  sufficient  to  remark  that  the  inspectors  of  the 
election,  having  ocularly  examined  the  vote  itself,  were 


ination  put  in,  not  knowing  there  were  two;  and,  if'  better  capable  of  determining   on    its  legitimacy  than 


so,  no  fraud  could  attach  to  the  elector,  and,  upon  the 
broad  principles  of  perfect  equity,  disregarding  the 
State  law,  the  double  votes  should  count  one.  From 
the  production  of  the  affidavits  of  D.  C.  Miller  and  J. 
B.   Lay,    identifying    a    printed    sheet   of  votes,   and 


any  body  of  men  can  be  from  a  description  of  the 
vote  given  by  the  inspectors  themselves.  And  again, 
the  inspectors  are,  by  the  election  law  of  the  Slate  of 
New  York,  made  the  judges  of  the  validity  of  that 
vote  ;  they  acted  judicially  upon   it,  and  it  is  respect- 


proving  the  same  to  be  similar  to  all  the  Congressional  fully  submitted  that  their  decision  ought  to  be  conclu- 
votes  printed  at  the  said  Miller's  office  fur  the  election  I  sive  in  the  premises,  and  not  in  the  nature  of  a  mis- 
of  November,  1822,  it  is  presumed  the  petitioner  in-  '  take,  subject  to  future  revision  and  correction, 
tends  to  infer  a  mistake  by  some  of  my  witnesses  in  3.  In  reference  to  the  double  votes  given  in  the 
describing  the  caption  or  "label  of  votes.  The  proof!  town  of  Byron  and  Stafford,  the  law  of  the  State  of 
does  not  establish  the  inference  ;  other  votes  than  those  New  York  makes  the  inspectors  who  institute  an  ex- 
printed  at  that  office  might  have  been  circulated.  But,  amination  at  the  time  (referring  to  the  proper  check 
suppose  they  were  mistaken  in  that  incidental  circum- 1  provided  by  the  same  law,  viz  :  the  examination  of 
stance,  which  was  only  introduced  to  show  a  disaimi- '  the  poll  lists)  the  sole  judges.     And   if,  in  their  judg- 
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ment,  honestly  formed,  the  votea  were  deemed  to  have 
been  put  in  double,  then  the  fraud  intended  to  be 
guarded  against  is  presumed,  and  the  votes  are  conse- 
quently void. 

And  your  petitioner  has  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

PARMENIO  ADAMS. 

The  resolution  offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  Cook, 
calling  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  a 
statenaent  of  the  amount  of  money  remaining  to 
be  paid  by  the  purchasers  of  public  lands  prior  to 
the  1st  of  July,  1820,  and  designating  the  amount 
due  for  lands  in  each  State,  was  taken  up  and 
agreed  to,  nem.  con. 

ORDNANCE  DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  Floyd,  of  Virginia,  adverting  to  a  Mes- 
sage of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  trans- 
mitted to  this  House  on  the  8th  day  of  January 
last,  in  answer  to  certain  resolutions  of  the  8th 
January,  7th  May,  and  17th  December,  1822, 
calling  for  certain  information  respecting  the  ex- 
penditures in  the  Ordnance  department,  said  the 
document  to  which  he  referred  had  not  been  or- 
dered to  be  printed  until  the  close  of  the  session, 
,  so  that,  during  the  last  session,  it  was  not  practi- 
cable to  pursue  the  inquiry  which  he,  as  the  mover 
of  one  of  the  resolutions  calling  for  the  informa- 
tion, had  intended  to  follow  up.  He  now  moved 
that  the  Message  and  documents  in  this  case  be 
referred  to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  called  for  the  read- 
ing of  the  Message  proposed  to  be  referred,  to  see 
whether  the  appointment  of  a  select  committee  in 
the  case  was  advisable. 

Mr.  Saunders,  of  North  Carolina,  said  he  was 
elad  that  the  attention  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  had  been  directed  to  the  report  of  the 
last  session  respecting  the  expenditures  of  the 
Ordnance  department.  Since  the  meeting  of  the 
present  Congress,  Mr.  S.  said  he  had  occasion  to 
look  into  that  report.  The  examination  which 
he  had  given  first  showed  that  something  like  a 
check  should  be  put  upon  the  expenditure  of  that 
department,  if  it  could  be  done.  He  preferred  the 
document  being  referred  to  a  select  committee, 
because,  if  gentlemen  would  look  into  it,  they 
would  find  it  to  be  very  voluminous,  comprising 
the  accounts  of  the  Ordnance  department  for  sev- 
eral years,  and  it  would  be  impracticable  for  a 
committee  to  examine  it  in  the  manner  in  which 
it  ought  to  be  examined  without  abstractin*'  its 
attention  from  every  other  subject. 

Mr.  Taylor  said  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  had  mistaken  him,  if  he  understood  him 
as  opposing  the  reference  of  these  documents  to  a 
.select  commiittee.  He  only  wished  the  Message 
of  the  President  read,  to  understand  precisely 
what  the  subject  was  which  was  proposed  to  be 
referred,  with  a  view  to  ascertain  whether  it 
would  be  proper  to  refer  it  to  a  select  committee 
or  to  the  .Military  Committee. 

The  Message  was  then  read. 

Mr.  Saunders  resumed  his  observations.  He 
disapproved  of  a  reference  of  this  subject  to  the 
Military  Committee,  because,  he  said,  of  the  vo- 
luminousness  of  the  documeats,  and  the  necessity 


of  a  more  minute  examination  of  the  subject,  than 
it  would  probably  be  in  the  power  of  that  commit- 
tee to  give  it.  He  would  .slate  some  of  these  ex- 
penditures in  the  Ordnance  department,  which,  he 
said,  would  strike  this  House  with  something  like 
astonishment.  In  1819,  for  example,  it  would  be 
found  that  eight  or  ten  dollars  per  barrel  had  been 
paid  for  corn  for  the  use  of  this  department.  If 
there  had  been  such  a  scarcity  of  that  article  in 
any  part  of  the  country  as  to  raise  it  to  that  price, 
he  knew  not  of  it.  It  would  be  found,  on  looking 
at  another  item,  that  a  very  large  sum  had  been 
paid 

The  Speaker  here  checked  the  debate;  it  was 
not  ill  order,  on  a  motion  for  reference,  to  go  at 
large  into  the  subject  proposed  to  be  referred. 

Mr.  Hamilton,  of  South  Carolina,  said,  that, 
as  a  member  of  the  Military  Committee,  he  was 
not  desirous  of  appropriating  to  that  committee 
an  undue  proportion  of  labor;  but  he  submitted 
to  the  House  whether,  under  the  general  duties 
enjoined  on  that  committee,  that  of  examining 
this  subject  did  not  properly  fall.  Unless  other- 
wise specially  instructed  by  the  House,  be  thought 
the  subject  was  already  fully  within  the  scope  of 
the  duties  of  the  committee,  which,  from  the  na- 
ture of  the  business  which  came  before  it,  might 
be  supposed  to  be  fully  competent  to  its  investi- 
gation, and  might  therefore  come  to  conclusions 
thereupon  different  from  those  of  a  select  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  L1TTI.E,  of  Maryland,  then  moved  to  refer 
the  papers  in  question  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Expenditures  of  the  War  Department,  whose  duty 
he  thought  it  peculiarly  was  to  investigate  sub- 
jects of  this  description. 

Mr.  Floyd,  after  expressing  an  unwillingness 
to  take  up  the  time  of  the  House  on  this  subject, 
said  that  it  had  been  heretofore  almost  uniformly 
the  practice,  (to  which  he  knew  of  but  a  single 
exception,)  where  a  subject  was  brought  before 
the  House  by  any  member,  with  a  desire  to  have 
a  committee  appointed  upon  it,  that  this  request 
should  be  granted  to  him.  It  was  perfectly  com- 
petent to  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
who  was  now  at  the  head  of  the  Military  Com- 
mittee, to  have  had  this  document  referred  to  that 
committee  at  an  earlier  day,  when  the  committee 
had  little  to  do.  The  gentleman  from  Maryland, 
too,  must  agree  that  the  practice  of  allowing  a 
particular  inquiry,  when  asked  by  a  member,  was 
almost  an  universal  practice  of  the  House.  Here 
was  an  expenditure,  to  a  vast  amount,  in  one  of 
the  departments.  Desirous  to  see  the  nature  of 
the  expenditures,  Mr.  F.said  he  had  called  for  an 
account  of  them.  The  information  was  now  here 
and  all  that  he  asked  was,  that  it  should  be  re-' 
lerred  to  a  committee,  which  would  have  time 
to  examine  the  subject,  and  take  it  under  their 
particular  care.  It  was  very  true,  as  the  gentle- 
man had  intimated,  that  the  Military  Committee 
might  come  to  a  difllerent  conclusion  from  a  select 
committee.  Mr.  F.  said  he  believed,  however, 
that  any  committee  to  whom  the  subject  should 
be  referred,  would  come  to  the  same  conclusion  ; 
but,  if,  in  making  this  motion,  he  was  about  to 
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tread  on  any  tender  place,  perhaps  he  had  belter 
withdraw  it. 

xMr.  Little,  disclaiming  any  intention  to  oppose 
an  inquiry  in  this  case,  said  it  was  the  particular 
duty  of  the  Committee  on  Expenditures  in  the 
War  Department,  to  inquire  into  expenditures  of 
this  description,  and  therefore  he  wished  the  sub- 
ject referred  to  them,  presuming  that  they  would 
not  neglect  their  duty,  and  that  every  member  of 
the  House  felt  the  same  interest  as  he  himself 
did  in  the  correct  administration  of  the  public 
concerns. 

Mr.  DwiGHT,  of  Massachusetts,  thought  that 
to  refer  this  subject  to  any  other  committee  than 
that  on  the  expenditures  of  the  War  Department, 
would  be  to  interfere  with  the  appropriate  duties 
of  that  committee.  He  read  a  part  of  the  rule 
establishing  that  committee,  to  sustain  his  position. 
It  was  very  well  known  that  that  committee  had 
heretofore  had  very  little  business  before  them.  It 
seemed  most  proper,  therefore,  that  this  message 
should  be  referred  to  that  committee :  any  other 
course,  indeed,  it  appeared  to  him,  would  be  ir- 
regular. 

Mr.  Ha.milton  sarl^  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts had  anticipated  him  in  what  he  had  said ; 
for,  on  reference  to  the  rule,  he  was  very  well  sat- 
isfied that  the  suggestion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland  was  perfectly  correct.  To  show  that  it 
was  so,  Mr.  H.  requested  the  Clerk  to  read  the 
rule. 

The  rule  was  read  by  the  Clerk. 

Mr.  Tucker,  of  Virginia,  said  he  hoped  the 
motion  to  refer  the  message  to  this  standing  com- 
mittee would  not  prevail.  The  House,  since  it 
had  heard  the  rule  read,  would  see  that  the  duties 
imposed  on  that  committee,  which  consists  of  three 
members  only,  were  very  arduous.  These  duties 
could  not  be  so  well  performed  in  the  committee 
room,  but  the  committee  were  under  the  necessity 
of  going  to  the  War  Department  to  prosecute 
their  inquiries.  The  consequence  was,  that,  when 
that  committee,  some  time  ago,  made  a  report  to 
this  House,  they  recommended  the  number  of  the 
committee  to  be  increased,  but  that  recommenda- 
tion had  not  been  acted  upon.  That  committee, 
at  least  he  spoke  for  himself  as  one  of  them,  would 
be  very  much  obliged  to  any  gentleman  who  would 
divide  their  labor  with  them.  If  that  committee 
should  meet  every  day  of  the  session,  and  the 
session  were  to  endure  for  twice  its  usual  term,  it 
would  be  impossible  for  them  to  examine  all  the 
vouchers,  &c.,  for  the  expenditures  in  the  Depart- 
ment. They  were  even  now  obliged,  in  some 
measure,  to  slur  over  their  inquiries,  Irora  the  want 
of  time  to  pursue  them,  &c.  It  would  be  very 
gratifying  to  that  committee,  he  said,  to  have  the 
subject  now  before  the  House  referred  to  a  select 
committee. 

Mr.  Floyd  said,  in  making  this  motion,  he  had 
not  taken  any  course  unusual  in  the  House ;  he 
was  only  pursuing  an  inquiry  which  he  had  him- 
self commenced.  It  was  not  because  he  supposed 
there  was  any  unwillingness  or  inability  in  the 
standing  committees  to  examine  the  subject,  that 
he  proposed  to  refer  it  to  a  select  committee,  but 


because  he  had  commenced  the  inquiry  himself, 
and  he  wished  himself  to  pursue  it. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  ta 
refer  the  subject  to  the  standing  Committee  on  the 
Expenditures  of  the  War  Department,  being  first 
in  order,  and  negatived — 99  votes  to  67. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  referring  it  to 
a  select  committee,  and  agreed  to ;  and  Messrs. 
Floyd,  Sau.nders,  Dwight,  Metcalfe,  Tracy, 
Sharpe,  and  Spence,  were  appointed  the  said 
committee. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Kendall.  The 
bill,  together  with  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
the  case,  having  been  read,  the  bill  was  reported 
without  amendment,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  was  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  John  Jenkins,  which  was  recommitted  to 
the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  Chitwood  ; 
which  was  reported  without  amendment,  and  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

COSTS  L\  SUITS  FOR  PATENT  RIGHTS. 

The  engrossed  bill  "  concerning  costs  in  certain 
cases,"  was  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Vance,  of  Ohio,  had  an  objection  to  the 
bill.  As  he  understood  the  bill  now  to  stand,  if 
a  party,  suing  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States, 
recovered  only  ten  dollars,  he  would  be  entitled 
to  costs ;  because  the  clerk  of  the  court  was  or- 
dered to  record  a  judgment  of  damages  for  three 
times  the  amount  awarded  by  the  jury ;  and,  for 
the  same  reason,  as  the  law  formerly  stood,  a 
plaintiff  recovering  no  more  than  SltiO,  was  en- 
titled to  costs,  because  the  damages  were  to  be 
entered  at  treble  the  amount.  The  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  had,  indeed,  otherwise  stated 
the  law,  and  he  was  probably  better  acquainted 
with  the  law  than  himself,  yet  such  were  his  con- 
victions; and,  with  this  view  of  the  practical  op- 
eration of  the  bill,  he  could  view  it  as  little  else 
than  a  bill  to  aid  individuals  to  impose  upon  the 
public.  Such,  at  least,  would  be  its  effect  in  the 
Western  country.  That  country,  he  said,  swarmed 
with  persons  professing  to  have  patent  rights  for 
new  discoveries.  An  instance  had  not  long  ago 
occurred,  of  a  man  coming  into  that  country,  and 
maintaining  that  he  had  a  patent  for  wing  gud- 
geons, and  succeeding  so  tar  as  to  exact  large 
sums  of  money  from  individuals,  who  were  in- 
timidated by  a  threat  of  his  going  to  law  with 
them.  Pass  this  law,  said  he,  and  adventurers 
of  this  kind  will  come  along  with  the  law  in  their 
pocket,  and  threaten  those  on  whom  they  practise 
their  impositions,  to  drag  them  from  the  extremity 
of  Missouri,  Illinois,  &c.,  to  the  circuit  courts  of 
the  United  States.  No  matter  if,  when  they  got 
them  there,  they  should  recover  only  ten  dollars, 
the  bill,  as  it  now  stood,  would  give  them  the 
costs  of  suit.  Almost  all  the  light  machinery 
employed  in  that  region  of  country,  Mr.  V.  said, 
came  from  the  Eastward.      The  articles   were 
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consigned  to  a  merchant  in  some  intermediate 
town,  Pitisburff  or  Wheeling,  for  example,  and 
he  sent  them  forward  to  agents  in  the  interior. 
There  they  were  purchased  and  used,  and  then 
comes  along  some  man  from  the  Eastward,  claim- 
ing a  patent  right  to  the  article — the  user  cannot 
trace  the  person  from  whom  the  articles  were 
procured  to  the  Eastward,  and  dreading  a  suit, 
prefers  to  pay  the  unjust  demand  of  a  mere  ad- 
venturer. As  an  instance  of  which,  he  cited  the 
case  of  Wood's  patent  plough,  which  was  much 
used  in  the  prairies  of  the  Mississippi,  and  which 
had  given  occasion  to  great  abuses  of  this  descrip- 
tion. No  law  could  be  better  calculated  to  en- 
courage litigation,  be  thought,  than  this. 

Mr.  Wright  said,  that  he  was  in  favor  of  the 
bill,  as  originally  reported  ;  in  its  present  form,  he 
should  be  opposed  to  its  passage.  By  the  act  of 
1799,  where  !ij;5(X)  or  more  was  sued  for  in  the 
United  States  courts,  and  less  than  S500  recov- 
ered, no  costs  were  allowed.  But  the  case  now 
to  be  provided  for  rests  on  a  different  principle. 
All  costs,  he  said,  are  matters  ot  special  legisla- 
tion, being,  he  believed,  unknown  to  the  common 
law.  They  were  not  allowed  in  suits  under  the 
patent  law,  because  that  law  provides  that  judg- 
ment shall  be  given  for  three  times  the  amount 
of  the  verdict  obtained.  This  provision  of  the 
existing  laws  he  considered  as  a  full  equivalent 
for  costs,  and  a  sufficient  security  to  the  rights  of 
the  patentee.  He  thought  that  a  reduction  of  the 
minimum  of  damages,  on  which  costs  are  recov- 
erable, would  have  a  tendency  to  multiply  law 
suits.  It  had  been  said,  that  suitors  under  the 
patent  laws  were  compelled  to  have  resort  to  the 
courts  of  the  United  States,  as  they  could  sue  no 
where  else.  He  conceived  the  law  to  be  other- 
wise. He  believed  that  the  United  States  courts 
had  not  exclusive,  but  only  concurrent  jurisdiction, 
in  cases  of  this  description.  Doubtless,  the  sub- 
ject of  allowing  costs  had  been  within  the  view 
of  Congress  when  the  original  act  was  passed ; 
and  why  were  costs  not  then  allowed?  For  the 
reason  he  had  stated — the  triple  amount  of  the 
verdict  being  allowed  in  lieu  of  them.  Besides, 
in  most  cases,  the  damages  assessed  did  not  go  to 
the  original  patentee ;  they  went  to  persons  who 
claimed  to  have  an  assignment  from  him.  Such 
persons  abounded — they  literally  swarmed  in  some 
parts — vending  patent  rights  had  become  a  per- 
fect trade.  They  impose  upon  the  ignorant,  and 
threaten  the  timid,  till  they  often  succeed  in 
fleecing  both.  Sometimes,  however,  they  meet 
with  an  individual  of  sterner  stuff,  who  consents 
to  abide  a  suit;  but  he  does  not  know  whether 
the  patent  is  valid  or  not,  and,  in  the  issue,  he  is 
cast;  damages  are  awarded  against  him;  the  law 
trebles  those  damages,  and  now  costs  are  to  be 
superadded  to  all  the  rest.  ,He  hoped  the  bill,  at 
least,  in  its  present  shape,  would  not  pass;  and  he 
therefore  moved  that  it  be  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  with  instructions  to 
restore  it  to  its  first  form,  by  altering  the  minimum 
of  damages  on  which  costs  should  be  allowed 
from  S30  to  $J1(J0. 

The  question  being  taken  on  this  motion  with- 


out further  debate,  it  passed  in  the  affirmative, 
and  the  bill  was  recommitted  accordingly. 

RELIEF  OF  DISTILLERS. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 

on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  distillers  of 

Berks  county,  Pennsylvania,  which   having  been 

I  read,  together  with  the  report  of  the  Committee 

j  of  Ways  and  Means  thereon,  made  at  a  former 

I  session  of  Congress^ 

1      Mr.  KRE.MER  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  stri- 
i  king  out  the  words,  "  in  the  county  of  Berxs." 
j      Mr.  McLane  said  he  should  not  object  to  this 
amendment.     The  bill  had  been  reported  by  the 
committee  in  its  present  restricted  form,  because 
the  petition  on  which  it  was  founded  was  limited 
{  to  persons  residing  in  Berks  county.     If  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  knew  that  there  were 
I  others  in  that  State  who  needed  its  provisions,  he 
i  was  willing  to  extend  the  bill  to  them  also. 
I      Mr.  Kre.mer  replied,  that  though  he  did  not 
I  certainly  kfeow  this  to  be  the  fact,  he  thought  it 
j  highly  probable;  and  it  might  save  trouble,  and 
I  could  do  no  harm,  to  extend  the  bill. 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  suggested,  as  a  mod- 
ification of  the  amendment,  to  strike  out  the  words 
"in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,"  leaving  the  bill 
I  to  operate  generally  throughout  the  Union.     To 
j  this  modification  of'^his  motion,  Mr.  Kre.mer  con- 
;  sen ted. 

Mr.  BccBANAN,  of  Pennsylvania,  said  that,  in 
his  opinion,  it  was  enough  to  remedy  grievances 
when  we  know  them  to  exist.  The  patent  to 
which  the  bill  refers,  is  in  operation  only  througti 
a  small  part  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  Lan- 
caster county,  the  only  other  county  materially 
interested  in  the  relief  proposed  by  this  bill,  has 
already  applied  for,  and  has  obtained  it.  What 
good  end  would  be  answered  by  a  farther  exten- 
sion of  it?  The  practical  effect  would  be  to  hold 
out  a  temptation  to  distillers,  who  never  thought 
of  such  a  thing,  to  try  to  bring  themselves,  by 
some  construction,  or  on  some  pretext,  within  the 
relief  it  is  intended  to  grant  in  this  particular 
case. 

Mr.  Foot  said  he  had  no  idea,  in  offering  the 
amendment  he  had  proposed,  to  embarrass  the 
passage  of  the  bill ;  but  he  had  offered  it  because 
he  thought  that  Congress  were  equally  bound  to 
do  justice  to  all ;  and  if  there  were  any  other  per- 
sons, beside  the  petitioners,  interested  in  the  object 
of  the  bill,  he  could  conceive  of  no  reason  why 
they  should  not  be  equally  provided  for.  As  to 
the  construction  of  the  patent  law  as  applying  to 
this  case,  there  was  no  room  for  dispute — the 
patent  was  one  well  known. 

Mr.  McLa.ne  said  that  when  the  amendment 

;  was  first  proposed,  it  did  not  occur  to  him  that 

j  there  could  be  any  objection  to  it;  but,  on  further 

'  reflection,  he  was  inclined  to  believe  that  the  ex- 

1  tent  which  the  honorable  meml)er  from  Connec- 

I  ticut  wished  to  give  to  the  provisions  of  the  bill 

would  be  productive  of  consequences  such  as  that 

gentleman  did  not  anticipate.  The  bill  was  framed 

with  a   view  to  those  particular  persons,  all  of 

whom  are  provided  for  as  persons  living;  but  if  it 
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IS  extended  to  the  whole  Union,  many  of  those 
concerned  in  the  operation  of  the  patent  will  prove 
to  be  persons  now  dead,  and  further  provision  will 
have  to  be  made  for  refunding  to  their  heirs  or 
representatives  the  amount  claimed  as  overpaid. 
The  terms  of  the  bill  would  need  to  be  greatly 
changed.  He  thought  the  more  expedient  course 
would  be  to  pass  the  bill  as  it  stood,  granting  the 
relief  to  those  who  asked  for  it. 

Mr.  Kremer  replied,  and  advocated  the  amend- 
ment, on  the  ground  of  doing  equal  justice  to  all 
concerned.  Had  the  first  bill  on  the  subject  been 
a  general  one,  the  House  would  not  now  have 
been  troubled  with  this  one  ;  and  if  made  so  now, 
it  would  prevent  more  trouble  in  future.  Con- 
gress ought  not  to  act  towards  the  persons  -em- 
braced in  this  bill  like  a  father  to  a  spoiled  child, 
and  treat  the  rest  as  outcasts.  He  hoped  the  bill 
would  pass  on  the  broad  ground  proposed  by  the 
gentleman  from  Connecticut. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  amendment, 
it  was  decided  in  the  negative;  and  the  question 
being  on  the  bill  as  reported  by  the  committee, 

Mr.  Sandford  expressed  his  disapprobation  of 
the  course  pursued  in  making,  in  this  case,  a  par- 
tial instead  of  a  general  provision.  The  mode  of 
distilling  referred  to  in  the  bill,  had  spread,  he  be- 
lieved, far,  both  to  the  South  and  the  West.  It 
was  in  use  in  North  Carolina,  in  Tennessee,  and 
Kentucky ;  and  if  we  waited  to  relieve  those  in 
these  States  who  were  equally  entitled  to  relief, 
until  they  petitioned  this  House  and  the  ordinary 
forms  had  time  to  be  gone  through,  many  of  the 
petitioners  would  probably  be  dead  before  the  bill 
would  pass.  It  was  a  waste  of  time  to  legislate 
for  county  by  county,  as  was  proposed  by  the  bill. 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill  with- 
out amendment,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 


The  bill  hav- 


Wednesday,  December  31. 
Another  member,  viz.  from  Pennsylvania,  Dan- 
iel H.  Miller,  appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took 
his  seat. 

Mr.   Morgan    presented   a   memorial   of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  in  the  city  of  New  York 
praying  for  the  establishment  of  a  uniform  mode 
of  bankruptcy,  for  the  United  States;  which  me- 
morial was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Randolph  presented  the  petition  of  a  num- 
ber of  pensioners  of  the  United  States,  now  as- 
sembled at  the  City  of  Washington,  adopted  at  a 
meeting  of  said  pensioners,  ot  which  meeting 
Thomas  Cox  was  chairman,  and  Daniel  PalmerJ 
secretary,  praying  for  an  increase  of  their  pen- 
sions, respectively ;  which  petition  was  referred  to  ' 
the  Committee  on  Pensions  and  Revolutionary  ! 
Claims.  ' 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House  ' 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  concerning  discriminating  duties  of  tonnage  ' 
and  impost ;     m  which  bill  they  ask  the  concur- 
rence ol  this  House. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims 
under  the  instruction  of  the  House,  reported  a  bilf 


f  for  the  relief  of  Garrett  Fountain. 
j  ing  been  read — 
'  Mr.  Williams  moved  that  the  same  might  be 
I  recommitted  to  the  same  committee,  with  instruc- 
j  tions  to  inquire  whether  any  deposites  of  provi- 
!  sions  were  required  by  proper  authority  to  be  made 
i  in  advance  at  the  place  where  the  house  of  said 
i  Fountain  was  erected  ;  so  as  to  bring  it  within 
the  true  character  or  technical  definition  of  a  sta- 
,  tionary  post. 

This  motion  for  recommitment,  was  supported 
by  Messrs.  Williams  and  McCoy  ;  and  op- 
posed by  Messrs.  Woods,  Mallary,  and  Sharpe  ; 
but  was  superseded  by  a  motion  to  refer  the  bill 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole ;  and  the  bill  was 
referred  accordingly. 

Mr,  GDR^EY  offered  the  following  : 
"  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  LandB 
be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  justice  and  expediency 
of  granting  to  actual  settlers  in  that  pact  of  the  State 
of  Louisiana,  lying  east  of  the  Mississippi  and  Island 
of  Orleans,  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  public  lands,  in 
the  same  manner,  and  for  the  same  period  of  time 
after  possession  thereof  by  the  (iovernment  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  as  was  granted  to  such  settlers  in  the  late 
Territory  of  Orleans,  after  possession  thereof  as  afore- 
said." 

In  advocating  the  propriety  of  this  resolution, 
Mr.  Our  LEY  observed,  that  there  was  a  material 
difference  between  the  situation  of  the  two  regions 
of  country  embraced  within  the  State  of  Louisiana. 
Both  of  them  had,  indeed,  been  acquired  at  the 
same  time,  by  the  treaty  with  France  ;  but,  in  one 
of  these  districts,  possession  was  accompanied  with 
title,  in  the  other  not.  In  the  old  Territory  of 
Orleans,  pre-emption  rights  extend  to  eleven  years ; 
in  the  other  part  of  the  State,  only  to  four  years. 
Mr.  G.  insisted  on  the  impropriety  of  such  a  dif- 
ference between  citizens  of  the  same  State,  as  a 
ground  for  the  inquiry  proposed  by  his  resolution. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Beecher  moved  to  take  up  the  bill  for  ex- 
t^ending  the  Cumberland  Road.  Carried,  ayes 
73,  noes  70.  The  bill  was  then,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  B.,  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Moore,  of  Kentucky,  the 
Committee  on  Commerce  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  establishing  ports  of 
entry  and  delivery  at  Louisville,  Kentucky  ;  Cin- 
cinnati, in  Ohio;  and  St.  Louis,  in  Missouri. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
concerning  discriminating  duties  of  tonnage  and 
impost,"  was  read  the  first  and  second  time  ;  and 
a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Cobb,  to  amend  the 
said  bill,  by  inserting,  after  the  word  "  nation," 
where  it  occurs  the  first  time  in  the  4th  section, 
these  words,  'Mhe  independence  of  which  has 
been,  or  hereafter  may  be,  acknowledged  by  the 
United  States."  This  motion  was  disagreed  to 
by  the  House,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time  to-day. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ''An  act  con- 
cerning discriminating  duties  of  tonnage  and  im- 
post," was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  viz  :  An 
act  tor  the  relief  of  William  Kendall ;  An  act  for 
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the  relief  of  Sarah  Chitwood  ;  and  An  act  for  the 
relief  of  certain  distillers  within  the  county  of 
Berks,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  ;  were,  re- 
spectively, read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

[Mr.  Kremer  made  an  unsuccessful  motion  to 
recommit  the  last  named  bill  with  a  view  to  en- 
large its  provisions.] 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the 
memorial  of  the  Levy  Court  of  Calvert  county, 
Maryland. 

Mr.  Neale  moved  to  strike  out  the  word  "  not," 
in  this  report. 

[The  claim  involved  in  this  case  is  for  the  val- 
ue of  the  courthouse  of  the  county,  alleged  to 
have  been  destroyed  because  it  had  been  occupied 
as  quarters  by  forces  of  ihe  United  States.  The 
report  is  against  the  claim.] 

Mr.  Neale  supported  his  motion  with  great 
earnestness,  and  Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina, 
(the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,)  op- 
posed it  with  equal  zeal.  After  a  considerable 
contest  between  these  gentlemen  on  the  merits  of 
the  claim. 

The  question  on  striking  out  the  negative  word 
of  the  report,  was  taken,  and  decided  in  the  neg- 
ative— for  striking  out,  53  ;  against  it,  94. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the  res- 
olution of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  without 
amendment,  and  it  was  adopted  by  the  House; 
thus  rejecting  the  petition. 

MIAMI  PURCHASE. 
Mr.  Gazlay  submitted  the  following : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  title  and  right 
of  the  United  States  in  and  to  one  township  of  land 
reserved  for  certain  purposes  in  the  contract  entered 
into  with  John  C.  Symmes,  as  mentioned  in  the  laws 
passed  in  1792  and  1803  relating  thereto." 

Mr.  Gazlay,  in  introducing  this  resolution  to 
the  notice  of  the  House,  stated  that,  in  the  year 
1787,  John  C.  Symmes  had  entered  into  a  con- 
tract with  the  United  States  for  one  million  of 
acres  of  land,  commonly  designated  as  "the  Miami 
Purchase."  In  1792,  not  being  able  to  pay  for  the 
whole  of  this  tract,  he  petitioned  that  the  extent 
of  his  contract  might  be  curtailed  to  300,000  acres 
— certain  reservations,  made  in  the  first  contract, 
for  the  purpose  of  encouraging  education,  being 
continued  unchanged.  The  patent  which  issued 
under  this  last  form  of  the  contract,  reserved  one 
entire  township,  as  nearly  in  the  centre  of  the 
tract  as  might  be,  for  this  use.  In  1803,  Congress 
passed  another  act  on  the  subject,  allowing  the 
reservation  of  any  one  complete  township,  and, 
in  case  of  non-compliance,  compelling  an  execu- 
tion of  the  trust,  unless  the  payment  of  $15,360 
would  release  the  obligation.  By  this  it  was 
manifest  that,  at  that  time.  Congress  viewed  itself 
as  holding  the  fee  of  this  land.  In  consequence, 
there  was  a  charge  to  that  amount  standing  against 
J.  C.  Symmes,  on  the  public  books,  since  the  year 
1792.  It  was  on  these  facts  that  he  offered  the 
resolution.  During  a  period  in  which  we  were 
gathering  by  basketsfull,  Mr.  G.  said,  an  amount 


like  this  might  be  overlooked,  but  now,  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  gather  up  the  crumbs  of  the  Treasury. 
The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

CONDITION,  Ac.  OF  GREECE. 

The  following  Message   from  the  Presidbtit 
or  the  UNiTEn  States  was  read: 
To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  : 

I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representativea,  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  accompanying  doc- 
uments, containing  the  information  requested  by  the 
resolution  of  the  House,  of  the  19th  instant,  relating 
to  the  condition  and  future  profipects  of  the  Greeks. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Wabbikotok,  Dee.  31,  1823. 

Dkpabtmkht  of  Stati, 

Washington,  Dec.  31,  1823. 
The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  has  been  referred 
the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  the  19th  instant,  requesting  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  to  lay  before  the  House 
any  information  be  may  have  received,  and  which  he 
may  not  deem  it  improper  to  communicate,  relating  to 
the  condition  and  future  prospects  of  the  Greeks,  bae 
the  honor  of  reporting  to  the  President,  the  papers  io 
the  po^esDion  of  this  Department,  containing  the  in- 
formation requested  by  the  resolution  of  the  House. 

JOHN  CiUINCY  ADAMS. 

List  of  Papers  sent. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Adams, 
dated  13th  December  1822 — with 

Note,  dated  Corinth,  8ih  [20th]  April,  1822— trans- 
lation. 

Note,  Mr.  Luriottis  to  Don  Evaristo  San  Migael, 
dated  21st  November,  1822 — translation. 

Mr.  Rush  to  Mr.  Adams,  24th  Feb.,  1823 — copy 

Mr.  Luriottis  to  same,       20th  do.        do. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Rush,  18ih    Aug.  do.         do. 

Same  to  Mr.  Luriottis,       18lh  do.        do. 

Extract  of  a  letter  to  Secretary  of  State,  dated  Mar« 
seilles,  6ih  August,  1323. 

Do.  27lh     do. 

Statistical  table  of  Greece — translation — original 
copy  received  from  Mr.  .Middleton. 

The  Message,  &c.,  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 
The  House  adjourned  to  Friday. 


Friday,  January  2,  1824. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  the  follow- 
ing communications,  viz: 

I.  A  letter  from  the  Comptroller  of  the  Trea- 
sury, transmitting  the  following  statements  re- 
ceived from  the  Third  Auditor:  1.  A  statement 
of  the  names  of  such  officers  as  have  not  rendered 
their  accounts  within  the  year,  or  have  balances 
unaccounted  for,  on  account  of  advaqces  made 
one  year  prior  to  the  30th  of  September  last.  2.  A 
statement  of  accounts  which  have  remained  un- 
settled, or  on  which  balances  have  been  due  more 
than  three  years,  prior  to  the  30th  September  last. 
3.  An  abstract  of  moneys  advanced  prior  to  the 
3d  of  March,  1809,  on  the  books  of  the  late  Ac- 
countant of  the  War  Department,  which  remained 
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to  be  accounted  for  on  the  books  of  the  Third  Au- 
ditor, on  the  30th  September  last ;  all  prepared  in 
obedience  to  acts  of  the  3d  March,  1809,  and  3d 
March  1817;  which  letter  and  statements  were 
laid  on  the  table. 

II.  A  letter  from  William  H.Jones,  accompanied 
with  a  proof,  as  far  as  finished,  of  Mr.  Shriver's 
map  of  the  country  through  which  it  is  proposed 
that  the  Cheseajieake  and  Ohio  canal  shall  pass  ; 
which  letter  and  map  were  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee appointed  on  &o  much  of  the  President's 
Message  as  relates  to  said  proposed  canal. 

III.  A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  en- 
closing a  copy  of  a  letter  to  him  from  George  G. 
Barrel!,  Consul  of  the  United  States  at  Malaga, 
m  Spam,  accqrapanied  with  a  portrait  of  Colum- 
bus, in  half  length,  which  he  obtained  from  Se- 
ville, believed  to  have  been  painted  by  the  same 
hand  which  painted  the  celebrated  likeness  of  that 
great  man  now  in  the  Palace  of  the  Escurial  in 
Spain ;  which  picture  he  wishes  to  be  placed 
among  the  portraits  of  other  distinguished  men  in 
the  Capitol :  in  which  letter  the  Secretary  of  State 
also  states,  that  "an  exact  fac  simile,  engraved  on 
copper  plate,  has  been  made,  by  direction  of  the 
Department,  of  the  original  copy  of  the  Declara- 
tion of  Independence,  and  that  two  hundred  copies 
have  been  struck,  and  are  at  the  Department,  sub- 
ject to  the  disposal  of  Congress;"  which  letters 
were  referred  to  the  joint  Library  Committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cobb,  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  directing,  by  law,  the  delivery  to  the 
administrator,  executors,  or  other  legal  represent- 
ative of  John  Michael,  deceased,  certificate  No. 
1095,  for  twenty  thousand  acres  of  land,  in  the 
Mississippi  Land  Company,  issued  in  the  name  of 
Robert  Williams ;  which  certificate  is  now  depos- 
ited in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 
Mr.  WicKLiFFE  offered  the  following : 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be 
iastructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repealing 
the  twenty-fifth  section  of  the  act  to  establiab  the  ju- 
dicial courts  of  the  United  Sutes,  or  so  modify  the 
same,  that  the  writ  of  error,  therein  provided  for,  shall 
be  awarded  to  either  party,  without  reference  to  the 
manner  the  question  shall-  have  been  decided  by  the 
supreme  court  of  the  State. 

Mr.  WicKLiFFE,  in  offering  this  resolution,  stated 
the  object  which  he  bad  in  view  in  proposing  it. 
The  twenty-fifth  section  of  the  Judiciary  act  con- 
tained a  provision,  among  other  things,  for  allow- 
ing an  appeal  or  writ  of  error  from  the  supreme 
court  of  any  State  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States,  in  any  case  in  which  the  decision 
of  the  supreme  court  of  the  State  shall  involve 
the  validity  of  any  law  of  the  United   States  or 
any  provision  of  the  Constitution.     The  first  ob-  ! 
ject  which  he  had  in  view.  Mr.  W.  said,  was  to  i 
annihilate  this  section  of  the  Judiciary  act  alto-  ! 
gether;  believing  that  the  power,  given  the  Su- ' 
preme  Court  of  the  United  States  lo  reverse  de-  ! 
cisions  of  the  supreme  court  of  any  State,  was  a 
dangerous  one.     If  he  could  not  accomplish  that,  i 
he  wished  to  have  that  section  so  amended  a*  that  ' 


the  right  of  the  writ  of  error  or  appeal  should  be 
granted,  on  application,  to  either  party. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to,  without  oppo- 
sition. 

Mr.  Wright  submitted  the  following : 
Resolved,  Thai  the  communication  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  this  House,  dated  the  27th  of  Janu- 
ary, 1823,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  and  that  said  committee  be  instructed  to  in< 
quire  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what,  legislative  pro- 
vision is  necessary  to  secure  to  the  State  of  Ohio  the 
full  amount  of  the  three  per  cent,  arising  from  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands  in  said  Slate,  under  the  con- 
tract entered  into  between  the  United  States  and  the 
State  of  Ohio,  by  the  ordinance  of  the  convention  of 
that  State.of  27th  November,  1802,  and  the  act  of  Con- 
gress of  3d  March,  1803  ;  and,  also,  whether  any,  and 
what,  proportion  of  the  expenses  of  surveying  the 
lands  of  the  United  States  in  Ohio,  have  been  paid  by 
the  purchasers  of  said  lands. 

Mr.  Wright  said,  that  it  might  not  be  recol- 
lected, that  the  contract,  referred  to  in  this  resolu- 
tion, between  the  United  States  and  Ohio,  had 
received  a  construction,  by  the  parties  to  the  con- 
tract, upon  which  they  continued  to  act  for  twen- 
ty years.  After  the  lapse  of  that  period,  a  different 
construction  had  been  given  to  the  contract  by  the 
General  Land  Office,  which  was  considered  by 
the  State  of  Ohio  as  seriously  affecting  its  inter- 
ests. Of  that  construction  he  did  not  now  mean 
to  examine  the  accuracy  or  question  the  correct- 
ness. He  wished  merely  to  direct  the  attention  of 
the  Committee  of  Public  Lands  to  that  subject, 
satisfied  that,  on  a  full  examination  of  the  sub- 
ject, they  would  come  to  a  correct  conclusion 
upon  it. — The  resolve  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Owen, 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  alter- 
ing and  amending  the  land  laws  now  in  force,  so 
as  to  induce  those  who  purchased  under  the  credit 
system  to  discharge  the  sums  yet  unpaid,  by  cash,  ad- 
vanced at  discount,  and  by  further  relinquishment. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  LanJa 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  grant- 
ing to  actual  settlers,  prior  to  the  first  of  July,  1820, 
in  the  Slate  of  Alabama,  the  right  of  purchasing,  by 
pre-emption,  of  at  least  one  quarter  section  of  land, 
embracing  their  family  residences. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  grant- 
ing the  right  of  pre-emption  to  nil  persons  to  mill- 
seats,  on  public  lands,  where  the  same  have  been  actu- 
ally improved,  as  such,  by  them. 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Landa 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  grant- 
ing to  each  county  in  each  Slate,  where  there  are  pub- 
lic lands,  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  one  quarter  sec- 
tion of  land,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  and  locating 
public  and  county  buildings. 

Mr.  Poi.NSE TT  laid  before  the  House  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  adopted  by  the  General  Assembly 
of  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  on  the  20th  of 
December,  ultimo,  viz: 

Resolved,  That  the  State  of  South  Carolina  regards 
with  deep  interest  the  noble  and  patriotic  struggle  of 
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the  modern  Greeks  to  rescue  from  the  foot  of  the  infi- 
del and  barbarian  the  hallowed  land  of  Leonidas  and 
Socrates ;  and  would  hail  with  pleasure  the  recogni- 
tion, by  the  American  Government,  of  the  independ- 
ence of  Greece. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Call  presented  to  the  House  a  printed  cony 
of  the  "Acts  of  the  Legislative  Council  of  the 
Territory  of  Florida,  passed  at  their  second  session, 
1823;"  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary. 

COMMERCE  WITH  GREECE,  Ac. 

Mr.  Breck  moved  that  the  resolution  some  time 
since  offered  by  him,  and  laid  on  the  table,  calling 
on  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  a  statement 
of  the  trade  of  the  United  States  to  Greece,  Egypt, 
and  Asia  Minor,  be  now  taken  up,  and  consid- 
ered. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  should  not  again  have  troubled 
the  House  on  this  subject,  had  he  been  able  to  dis- 
cover, in  the  statistical  tables  from  the  Treasury, 
the  information  it  was  his  object  to  obtain  ;  but 
several  items  were,  in  that  statement,  included  in 
one  line,  and  the  whole  was  so  "  mixed  up,"  that 
it  was  impossible  for  him  to  find  what  he  wanted. 
He  ihougnt  the  procuring  of  the  information  the 
more  important,  as  the  subject  of  our  relations 
with  Greece  was  soon  to  be  brought  before  the 
House. 

Mr.  Webster  gave  notice  that  he  should  not 
hold  himself  bound,  in  calling  up  his  resolution 
on  the  subject,  to  wait  for  the  document  called  for 
by  that  now  offered,  and  for  the  reason,  that  he 
did  not  think  that  the  information  now  called  for 
bad  any  bearing  on  the  merits  of  the  proposition 
which  he  had  submitted  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Forsyth  suggested,  as  an  amendment  to 
the  resolution,  to  strike  out  the  clause  which  re- 
quires a  distinct  statement,  in  separate  columns, 
of  the  countries  under  the  Turkish  Government, 
from  those  possessed  by  the  Greeks  in  arms,  in  or- 
der to  put  the  resolution  in  a  shape  in  which  it 
would  be  complied  with. 

Mr.  Breck  accented  the  amendment;  and  the 
resolution,  thus  altered,  was  agreed  to  by  the 
House,  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  furnish  this  House  with  the  amount  of  ex- 
ports from  the  United  Slates  to  Greece,  Asia  Minor, 
and  Egypt,  during  the  years  1820,  1821,  and  1822; 
also,  the  amount  of  imports  therefrom,  for  the  same 
period;  also,  the  amount  of  duties  paid  on  said  im- 
ports into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 

BENJAMIN  HUFFMAN. 

The  House  then  passed  to  the  orders  of  the  day, 
and  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  bill  appropriating  a  certain  sum  of  money, 
to  enable  Benjamin  Huffman  to  recover  his  son, 
taken  prisoner  by  the  Indians. 

Mr.  Cocke  briefly  stated  the  circumstances  of 
the  case  to  be  provided  for.  The  father  of  the 
boy  having  applied  for  advice  and  assistance  to 
Governor  Cass,  of  Michigan  Territory,  that  gen- 
tleman corresponded  on  the  subject  with  the  Sec- 


retary of  State;  in  consequence  of  which  the  lat- 
ter had  a  correspondence  with  Mr.  Canning,  the 
British  Minister  to  this  Government,  and  he,  with 
the  Governor  of  Canada,  who  discovered  that  the 
boy  in  question  was  in  the  possession  of  a  British 
sergeant  in  Canada,  who  was  unwilling  to  deliver 
him  up.  Without  the  consent  both  of  the  boy 
himself,  and  of  this  man  who  held  him,  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Canada  was  unwilling  to  deliver  him 
over.  In  such  circumstances,  the  committee  who 
reported  this  bill,  thought  it  right  that  Congress 
should  interpose,  in  order  to  enable  the  father  to 
go  on  to  Canada,  and  take  with  him  the  requisite 
evidence  of  the  facts,  and  obtain  a  habeas  corpus 
for  the  boy.  They  had  guarded  against  any  abuse, 
first,  by  tne  smallness  of  the  sum  granted,  and 
then  by  exacting  security  for  a  faithful  account 
and  a  return  of  the  balance,  should  any  remain. 

The  committee  reported  the  bill  without  amend- 
ment, and  it  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

ROAD  FROM  MEMPHIS  TO  LITTLE  ROCK. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  bill  for  laying  out  and  making  a  road  froip 
Memphis,  Tennessee,  to  Little  Rock,  in  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Arkansas. 

Mr.  He.mphill,  in  supporting  the  expediency  of 
the  bill,  stated  that  a  memorial  on  the  same  sub- 
ject had  last  session  been  received  from  the  Terri- 
tory of  Arkansas,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Roads  and  Canals,  and  a  favorable  report 
made,  but  not  acted  on.  The  committee  now  be- 
lieved such  a  road  to  be  necessary,  and  highly 
conducive  to  the  prosperity  of  that  Territory ;  but 
too  expensive  for  its  present  population  and  means. 
It  was  for  the  purpose  of  uniting  the  two  great 
bodies  of  settlers,  the  seat  of  government  being  at 
one  end  of  the  road,  and  the  settlements  on  the 
Mississippi  at  the  other  end.  The  actual  distance 
was  but  150  miles ;  but  the  present  circuitous  road 
ran  three  times  that  length.  The  contemplated 
road  would  be  valuable  to  the  Union,  as  well  as 
to  the  Territory,  by  affording  transportation  for 
public  property,  and  by  opening  to  speedier  settle- 
ment the  military  lands  in  Arkansas.  It  was  im- 
portant in  another  view.  The  white  population 
of  that  Territory  was  but  about  16,000 ;  and  on  its 
borders  were  nearly  50,000  Indians.  It  was  evi- 
dent how  requisite  it  would  be,  in  case  hostilities 
should  arise,  to  have  an  easier  and  more  direct 
mode  of  communication  than  now  existed.  Many 
similar  bills  had  passed  the  House,  but  none  of 
them  more  proper,  from  all  the  circumstances,  than 
this. 

The  bill,  having  been  read  by  sections,  was  re- 
ported without  amendment,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading — ayes  79,  noes  58. 

AGENT  TO   GREECE,  &c. 

Mr.  ^LOAHE,  from  the  Committee  of  Elections, 
gave  notice  that  he  should,  on  Monday,  call  up 
the  report  of  that  committee  on  the  subject  of  the 
contested  election  of  Mr.  Wilson,  a  member  from 
New  York. 

The  Speaker  reminded  the  honorable  member 
that  notice  had  been  given  for  the  discussing  of 
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another  subject,  on  Monday :  alluding  to  Mr. 
"Webster's  resolution  for  sending  an  agent  to 
Greece. 

Mr.  Poinsett  said,  that  the  Speaker  had  refer- 
red to  a  subject,  in  regard  to  which,  he  wished  to 
make  a  suggestion,  for  which  he  would  use  the 
mesent  occasion.  The  motion,  by  his  friend  from 
Massachusetts,  respecting  Greece,  stood  under  no- 
tice for  Monday  next.  That  question,  he  thought, 
would  give  rise  to  the  discussion  of  other  subjects 
connected  with  our  foreign  relations.  It  would  be 
recollected  that,  after  notice  was  given  for  the  dis- 
cussion of  that  subject  on- Monday  neit,  a  call  for 
information,  on  another  most  interesting  subject, 
had  been  made,  on  the  motion  of  an  honorable 
member  from  Vermont,  (Mr.  Mallary,)  which 
had  not  yet  been  answered.  The  King  of  Spain, 
it  was  understood,  had  declared  his  determination 
to  reclaim  his  former  possessions  in  America  by 
force.  It  had  been  confidently  rumored,  that  the 
confederated  monarchs  of  Europe  were  about  to 
take  some  measures  in  aid  of  this  determination 
of  the  King  of  Spain.  When  the  House  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  on  the  subject  of  the  agency  to  Greece, 
that  would  be  a  convenient  occasion  to  bring  for- 
ward this  other  subject.  They  were  somewhat 
connected,  and  there  would  doubtless  be  a  discus- 
sion of  both.  But  the  House  would  not  be  fully 
prepared  for  the  discussion,  till  the  reply  should 
come  in  answer  to  the  resolution  adopted  on  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Vermont.  He 
wished,  therefore,  that  his  friend  from  Massachu- 
setts would  consent  to  omit  the  calling  up  of  his 
motion  on  Monday. 

Mr.  Webster  said,  he  felt  solicitous — perhaps 
too  solicitous — to  bring  on  his  motion  as  early  as 
convenient,  especially  as  some  mistaken  notion,  as 
he  thought,  of  its  nature  and  tendency,  had  gone 
abroad.  He  was  fully  persuaded  that  the  course 
indicated  by  that  motion  was  precisely  that  which 
he  thought  the  Government  ought  to  adopt ;  that 
nothing  less  than  that  would  satisfy  the  public 
feeling  or  the  public  expectation,  and  that  the 
sooner  it  was  done  the  better.  He  thought  the 
information  communicated  this  morning  was  of  a 
character  to  strengthen  this  conviction,  where  it 
existed,  and  to  create  it  where  it  did  not.  Never- 
theless, he  was  unwilling  to  bring  on  the  motion, 
while  his  friend  from  South  Carolina  thought 
there  would  be  a  convenience  resulting  from  de- 
lay. He  would,  therefore,  not  call  up  the  subject 
on  Monday.  And,  as  it  was  probable  there  would 
soon  be  an  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Vermont,  he  would,  after  the  receipt  of 
that  comawnication,  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  again  to  the  subject. 

REPORT  ON   THE  FINAN'CES. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  covering 
his  annual  report  upon  the  state  of  the  finances 
ofihc  United  States;  which  letter  and  report  were 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  six  thousand  copies 
liiereof  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  letter  and  report  are  as  follows : 
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Tbkasumt  DiFAaTMnxT,  Dee.  31,  1823. 

8iB :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  report,  pre- 
pared  in  obedience  to  the  "  Act  ■upplementary  to  the 
act  to  establish  the  Treasury  Department." 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  yoor 
obedient  servant,  "^ 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

To  the  honorable  the  Sfiakkb 

oftU  House  of  Hepreaeniativet. 

In  obedience  to  the  directions  of  the  "  Act  suppl«- 
mentary  to  the  act  to  establish  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment," the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  respectfully  sub- 
mits the  following  report: 

1.-0/  the  Public  Revenue  and  Expenditures  of  the 

if  ears  1822  and  1823. 

The  net  revenue  which  accrued  from  duties  on  im- 

poru  and  tonnage,  during  the  year  1822,  amounted 

*** -  $20,500,776  91 


The  actual  receipts  into  the  Treasury 

during  the  year  1822,  amounted  to  $20,232,427  94 
Viz: 

Customs     ....  $17,589,761   94 

Public  lands,  exclu- 
sive of  Mississippi 
stock  -     .     -     .     . 

Dividends  on  stock  in 
the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  -     . 

Arrears  of  internal  du. 
ties  and  direct  tax, 
and  incidental  re- 
ceipts, and  repay- 
ments under  act  of 
May  1,  1820     .     - 


1,803,581   54 


297.500  00 


541,584  46 


Making,  with  the  balance  in  the  Trea- 
sury on  the  1st  of  January,  1822,  of 


1,681,592  24 


Anaggregateof        -         .         .         ->21,914  020  18 

The  expenditures  during  the  year 
1822,  amounted  to     .... 


-   $1,967,996  24 


Viz: 

Civil,  diplomatic,  and 

miscellaneous   . 
Military    service,    in- 
cluding fortificat's, 

ordnance,      Indian 

department,  revolu* 

tionary  and  military 

pensions,      arming 

the  militia,  and  ar* 

rearages     prior    to 

the  Ist  of  January, 

1817 

Naval  service,  includ- 

ing  the  gradual  in- 

crease  of  the  navy 
Public  debt  ... 
Leaving   a  balance  in  the  Treasury, 

on  the  Ist  of  January,  1823,  of    - 

The  actual  receipts  into  the  Trea- 
sury during  the  three  first  quarters  of 
the  year  1823,  are  estimated  to  have 
amounted  to    .     -     -$16,174,035  26 
Viz: 


17,676,592  63 


5,635,188  29 


2,224,458  98 
7,848,949   12 


4,237,427  65 
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Customs  .  -  -  $15,019,392  74 
Public    lands,   exclu. 

sive  of  Mississippi 

stock  ....  657,606  73 
Dividends  on  stock  in 

the    Bank    of    the 

United  States  -     -  350,000  00 

Arrears  of  internal  du- 
ties and  direct  tax, 

and   incidental    re- 

ceipU      ....  102,726   15 

Repayment  of  advan. 

ces    made    in    the 

War    Department, 

for  services  or  sup. 

plies,    prior    to    1st 

July,  1816    -     -     .  44,410  64 

The    actual    receipts 

into  the  Treasury, 

during   the    fourth 

quarter,  are  estima- 
ted at      ... 


4,270,000  00 


Making  the  total  estimated  receipts 
into  the  Treasury  during  the  year 
1823 

And,  with  the  balance  in  the  Trea. 
sury,  on  the  Ist  January,  1823, 
forming  an  aggregate  of         -         . 

The  expenditures  dur- 
ing the  three  first 
quarters  of  the  year 
1823,  are  estimated 
to  have  amounted 
to       -  -     .     -$11,422,847  30 

Viz: 

Civil,  diplomatic,  and 

miscellaneous   -     -       1,510,735  14 

Military  service,  in- 
eluding  fortificat's, 
ordnance,  Indian 
department,  revolu. 
tionary  and  military 
pensions,  arming 
the  militia,  and  ar. 
rearages  prior  to 
the  1st  of  January, 
1817 

Naval  service,  includ- 
ing the  gradual  in- 
crease of  the   navy 

Public  debt      .     -    '. 

The  expend  it  u  res  dur. 
ing  the  fourth  quar- 
ter, are  estimated 
at 

Viz: 
Civil,  diplomatic,  and 

miscellaneous  -     . 
Military    service,    in. 

eluding  fortificat's, 

ordnance,      Indian 

department,  revolu. 

tionary  and  military 

pensions,      arming 

the  militia,  and  ar* 

rearages  prior  to  the 

Ist   January,    1817         899,449  93 


$20,444,035  26 


$24,681,462  81 


4,383,716  62 


1,776,989  37 
3,751,407   17 


3,894,559  74 


489,704   11 


Naval  service,  includ- 
ing the  gradual  in- 
crease of  the  navy  726,776  46 

Public  debt      .     -     -       1,778,629  24 
Making  the  total  estimated  expendi- 


ture of  the  year  1823 


-$15,317,407  04 


And  leaving  in  the  Treasury,  on 
the  Ut  January  1824,  an  estimated 
balance  of         .         -         .         .         . 


$9,364,056  77 


After  deducting  from  this  sum  certain  balances  of 
appropriations,  amounting  to  $2,897,086  47,  which 
are  necessary  to  effect  the  objects  for  which  they  were 
severally  made,  or  have  been  deducted  from  the  esti. 
mates  for  the  service  of  the  ensuing  year,  a  balance  of 
$6,466,969  30  remains;  which,  with  the  receipts  into 
the^  Treasury  during  the  year  1824,  constitutes  the 
means  for  defraying  the  current  service  of  that  year. 
2.-0/  the  Public  DeU. 

The  funded  debt,  which  was  contracted  before  the 
year  1812,  and  which  was  unredeemed  on  the  Ist  day 
of  October,  1822,  amounted  to  -         -  $17,189,852  60 

And  that  which  was  contracted  sub- 
sequently to  the  1st  of  January,  1812, 
and  was  unredeemed  on  the  1st  of  Oc* 
tober,  1822,  amounted  to  -         .         .     75,852,848  58 


Making  the  total  amount  of  funded 
debt,  unredeemed  on  the  1st  of  Oc- 


tober, 1822 


$265,673  32 


2,000,000  00 


In  the  fourth  quarter  of  that  year, 
there  was  paid  the  sum  of  •  -     . 

Viz: 

Rebursement  of  six 
per  ct.  deferred  stock 

Redemption  of  six 
per  cent,  stock,  of 
1820 

Reducing  the  funded  debt,  on  the 
1st  of  January,  1823,  to    - 

From  that  day  to  the  1st  of  Octo- 
ber last,  there  was  added  to  the 
debt— 

In  three  per  cent, 
stock      

Treasury  note  six 
per  cent,  stock-     -     - 

Treas'y  note  seven 
per  cent,  stock      •     - 


.$93,042,701   18 


2,265,073  32 


90,777,027  86 


$132 

1,561 

135 


39 


87 


00 


1,829  26 


Making  an  aggregate  of         -         .  $90,778,857  12 

During  the  same  period,  there  was 
paid,  in  reimbursement  of  the  deferred 
six  per  cent,  stock     .         .         -         -  327,022  88 

Reducing  the  funded  debt,  on  the 
1st  of  October,  1823,  to     .         -         -$90,461,834  24 

Since  that  day  there  has  been  ad. 
ded  in  Treasury  note  six  per  cent, 
stock 716  75 


Making  an  aggregate  of 


It  is  estimated  that  the  reimburse, 
ment  of  deferred  stock,  in  the  fourth 
quarter  of  the  present  year,  will  amount 
to     --.--.         - 


.$90,452,550  99 


$274,588  85 
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Which  will  reduce  the  funded  debt, 
unredeemed  on  the  Ist  of  January, 
1824,  to     -         -         -         -         -         -$y0,177,962   14 


The  amount  of  Treaaury  notes  out- 
atandiog  on  the  let  of  October,  1823, 
18  estimated  at  .... 


$26,122  00 


And  the  amount  of  Miasissippi  stock 
unredeemed  on  that  day  at         -         • 


$21,258  87 


3.  0/  the  Estimate  of  the  Pttblic  Revenue  and  Ex- 
penditure /or  the  year  1824. 

It  will  be  perceived  that  the  actual  receipts  of  the 
year  1823,  agree,  substantially,  with  the  estimate  pre- 
sented in  the  last  annual  report.  The  only  deficiency 
is  in  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  ;  and  that  is  un- 
derstood to  have  been  the  consequence  of  an  expecta« 
tion,  generally  entertained,  that  the  lands  which  were 
relinquished  under  the  act  of  the  2d  of  March,  1821, 
and  which  are  supposed  to  present  the  strongest  in- 
ducements to  purchasers,  would  be  brought  into  mar- 
ket early  in  the  ensuing  year  ;  with  respect  to  the  cus- 
toms, however,  the  anticipations  that  had  been  formed, 
both  as  to  the  circumstance*  which  were  calculated  to 
have  an  influence  upon  their  productiveness,  and  as  to 
the  results,  have  been  completely  realized.  It  is  be- 
lieved, therefore,  that  data  founded  upon  the  same  prin- 
ciples as  those  which  governed  in  forming  the  esti- 
mate for  the  year  1823,  may  be  satisfactorily  presented 
as  the  basis  of  an  estimate  for  the  year  1824.  With 
this  view,  the  Secretary  has  the  honor  to  stale  : 

Ist.  That  the  gross  amount  of  duties  on  imports 
and  tonnage,  which  accrued  from  the  Ist  of  January, 
to  the  30lh  of  September^ last,  inclusive,  is  estimated 
at  $17,800,000  ;  and  that  of  the  whole  year  at  $21,- 
000,000.  Of  this  sum,  that  portion  which  accrued  in 
the  first  half  of  the  year,  is  about  $1,000,000  less  than 
that  of  the  same  period  in  the  preceding  yrar  ;  and 
that  which  accrued  in  the  three  first  quarters  of  the 
year,  is  estimated  at  $1,700,000  less  than  that  of  the 
corresponding  quarters  of  the  preceding  year. 

2d.  That  the  debentures  issued  during  the  three 
first  quarters  of  the  year  1823,  amounted  to  $3,412.- 
000;  which  exceed  the  amount  issued  during  the  cor- 
responding period  of  the  year  1822,  by  $1,500,000; 
and  the  amount  of  debentures  outstanding  on  the  .30lh 
of  September  last,  and  chargeable  upon  the  revenue 
of  1824,  was  $1,405,000;  which  is  $600,000  more 
than  was,  on  the  same  day,  in  1822,  chargeaWe  upon 
the  revenue  of  1823. 

3d.  That  the  value  of  domestic  articles  exported 
from  the  United  States,  in  the  year  ending  on  the  .30th 
of  September  last,  amounted  to  $47,155,71 1  ;  being 
$2,718,368  less  than  those  exported  in  the  year  pre- 
ceding;  and  the  value  of  foreign  articles  exported  in 
the  year  ending  on  the  30th  September  last,  was  $27  - 
530  469  ;  being  $5,244,267,  more  than  those  exported 
m  the  preceding  year. 

k*'tt'  ^^**  ^'**  aggregate  value  of  the  imports  into 
the  United  Suies,  during  the  year  ending  on  tiie  30th 
of  September  last,  is  estimated  at  ;577,486,432  ;  which 
I*  less,  by  $5,755,109,  than  those  imported  in  the  pre- 
ceding year. 

5ih.  That   the  amount  of  custom-house  bonds,  in 

i"]*;o!!  *""    ^^^    ^''*   **f  September,    1820,   was 

J.">';2?'??^'  '"*.'•  *"'  ^^"^  "•"*  '^*y' '"  t»i<^  year  1822, 

»i,795,000.  aad,  in  the  year  1 823,  J2,8 1 7,000  ;  whence. 


it  appears,  that,  although  a  reduction  of  $313,000  had 
taken  place  during  the  whole  period,  yet  the  amount 
in  suit  on  the  30lh  of  September  last,  was  greater,  by 
$22,000,  than  on  the  same  day  of  the  year  preceding. 

Upon  a  consideration  o(  all  these  facts,  and  the  con- 
cluaions  deducible  from  them,  the  receipts  from  the 
customs,  in  the  year  1824,  may  be  estimated  at  $16  - 
500,000. 

A  considerable  portion  of  the  lands  relinquished  un- 
der the  act  of  the  2d  of  March,  1821,  will  be  brought 
into  market  in  the  ensuing  year;  but.  as  it  is  yet  un- 
certain to  what  extent  this  may  be  deemed  advisable, 
and  as  the  sale  of  these  lands  will  probably  absorb  a 
great  portion  of  the  means  of  those  who  are  prepared 
to  make  investments  in  the  public  lands,  it  is  consid- 
ered prudent  not  to  estimate  the  receipts  from  this 
source  of  revenue  at  more  than  $1,600,000;  although 
it  is  believed  that  they  will  exceed  that  sum. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  receipts  of  the  year 
1824  may  be  estimated  as  follows : 

Customs $16,500,000  00 

Public  Lands  .  -  -  -  -  1,600.000  00 
Bank  Dividends         ....  350,000  00 

Incidental  receipts,  including  arrears 
of  internal  duties  and  direct  tax     • 
Repayments  of  advance;)  made  in  the 
War  Department  for  services  or  sup- 
plies prior  to  July  1,  1816 


50,000  00 


50.000  00 


$18,650,000  00 
6,466,969  30 


Making  together 

To  which  is  to  be  added  the  sum  of 
remaining   in   the    Treasury,   after 
satisfying    all     the    appropriations 
chargeable  upon  the  means  of  1823, 

which  makes  the  entire  means  of  the  

year  1824,  amount  to     -         -         -$25,016,969  30 

The   expenditures  of  the   year   1824, 
are  estimated  as  follows : 

Civil,    Diplomatic,    and 

Miscellaneous  -$1,314,057  23 

Military  service,  inclu- 
ding ordnance,  forti- 
fications, Indian  de- 
partment. Revolu- 
tionary and  milita- 
ry pensions,  arming 
the  militia,  and  ar- 
rearages prior  to  1st 
January,    1817 

Naval  service,  inclu- 
ding the  gradual  in- 
crease of  the  Navy 

Public  Debt 


5,122,268  15 


2,973.927  61 
6,314,000  00 


Making  an  aggregate  of    - 

which,  being  deducted  from  the  es- 
timated means  of  1824,  will  leave  in 
the  Treasury,  on  the  1st  January, 
1825,  aft4;r  satisfying  the  current 
demands  of  the  year  1824,  a  bal- 
ance, estimated  at  -         -         . 


15,234.362  69 


$9,792,716  41 


Under  the  existing  laws,  there  is  no  probability 
that  any  portion  of  the  balance  remaining  in  the 
Treasury  on  the  Ist  of  January,  1824,  or  of  the  sur- 
plus which  may  accrue  during  that  year,  can  be  ap- 
plied to  the  discharge  of  the  public  debt,  until  the  1st 
of  January,  1825.  Yet  it  is  not  deemed  conducive 
to  the  general  prosperity  of  the  nation,  that  »o  large 
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an  amount  should  be  drawn  from  the  hands  of  indi- 
viduals and  suffered  to  lie  inactive  in  the  vaulU  of  the 
banks.  On  the  other  hand,  the  high  rate  of  interest 
of  the  great  amount  of  debt  which  becomes  redeem- 
able on  the  Ist  of  January,  1825,  renders  it  inexpe- 
dient for  the  Government  to  apply  to  other  objecU 
any  portion  of  the  means  which  it  may  possess  of 
making  so  advantageous  a  reimbursement.  It  is  be- 
lieved, however,  that  every  inconvenience  may  be  ob- 
viated, if  authority  be  given  for  the  purchase  of  the 
seven  per  cent,  stock,  amounting  to  $8,610,000,  dur- 
ing the  year  1824,  at  such  rates  as  may  be  consistent 
with  the  public  interest.  As  it  is  now  certain  that 
the  Government  will  possess  ample  means  to  redeem 
that  stock  on  the  1st  of  January,  1825,  it  is  presumed 
that  the  holders  will  be  willing  to  dispose  of  it,  during 
the  interval,  ut  a  fair  price;  and,  as  a  gradual  con- 
version of  it  into  money,  at  such  times,  and  in  such 
portions,  as  would  be  most  favorable  to  its  invest- 
ment, would  be  most  advantageous  to  the  moneyed 
transactions  of  the  community,  it  is  presumed  that  it 
would  be  most  acceptable  to  the  holders. 

It  is,  therefore,  respectfully  proposed,  that  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Sinking  Fund  be  authorized  to  pur- 
chase the  seven  per  cent,  stock,  during  the  ensuing 
year,  at  the  following  rales  above  the  principal  sum 
purchased  : 

1.  For  all  stock  purchased  before  the  1st  of  April 
next,  at  a  rate  not  exceeding  $1  25  on  every  $100, 
in  addition  to  the  interest  due  on  such  slock  on  that 
day. 

2.  For  all  stock  purchased  between  the  1st  of  April 
and  the  Ist  of  July  next,  at  a  rale  not  exceeding  75 
cents  on  every  $100,  in  addition  to  the  interest  due 
on  the  last  mentioned  day. 

3.  For  all  stock  purchased  between  the  Ist  of  July 
and  the  1st  of  October  next,  at  a  rate  not  exceeding, 
on  every  $100,  the  amount  of  interest  which  would 
have  accrued  on  the  last  mentioned  day. 

4.  For  all  stock  purchased  between  the  1st  of  Oc- 
tober, 1824,  and  the  Ut  of  January,  1825,  the  princi- 
pal and  interest  due  on  the  day  of  purchase. 

In  proposing  to  the  consideration  of  Congress  this 
application  of  the  surplus  means  of  the  years  1823 
and  1824,  the  probable  demands  upon  the  Govern- 
ment, in  providing  for  the  awards  of  the  Commission- 
ers under  the  treaty  with  Spain,  of  the  22d  February, 
1819,  have  not  been  overlooked.  It  is  believed,  how- 
ever, that  funds  may  be  advantageously  supplied  for 
the  discharge  of  those  claima,  by  the  issue  and  sale, 
at  not  less  than  par,  of  five  per  cent  stock,  redeem- 
able in  1832;  and  it  is  respectfully  proposed  that 
authority  be  given  for  that  purpose. 

Of  the  110,331,000  of  six  per  cent,  stock,  redeem- 
able in  1825,  about  $5,000,000  will  probably  be  re- 
deemed in  that  year;  and  there  will  remain  unre- 
deemed, after  the  application  of  all  the  means  ai  the 
disposal  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund, 
about  $5,331,000.  This  sum,  it  is  believed,  may  be 
readily  exchanged  for  five  per  cent,  stock,  redeemable 
in  1833,  and  it  is  respectfully  suggested  that  proviaion 
be  made,  by  law,  for  such  an  exchange  of  so  much  of 
the  six  per  cent,  stock  as  shall  not  be  redeemed  dur- 
ing the  year  1825. 

The  views  which  are  herein  presented  are  founded 
upon  the  idea  that  no  extraordinary  expenditure  is  to 
be  incurred.  If,  however,  it  he  deemed  advisable  to 
five  increaaed  extension  or  activity  to  the  Navy,  or  to 
aid  in  objects  of  internal  improvement,  it  is  believed 


that  such  additional  means  as  may  be  required,  may 
be  obtained  by  a  judicious  revision  of  the  tariff.  Such 
a  measure  was  recommended  in  the  last  annual  re- 
port, with  a  view  both  to  the  increase  of  the  revenue 
and  the  simplification  of  its  collection  :  and  further 
reflection  and  experience  have  tended  to  strengthen 
the  opinion  then  entertained,  that  iu  operation,  with- 
out being  onerous  to  the  community,  would  be  advan- 
tageous to  the  revenue,  salutary  to  the  commerce,  and 
beneficial  to  the  manufactures  of  the  country. 

All  which  is  respectfully  pubmitted. 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

Tbkasdbt  Dkpabtmeht,  Dee.  31,  1823. 

ROADS  IN  FLORIDA. 

The  following  bill  was  taken  up  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole: 

A  Bill  to  authorize  the  laying  out  and  opening  certain 
Public  Roads,  in  the  Territory  of  Florida. 

Be  it  enacted,  Jrc,  'I'hat  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  cause  to  be 
opened,  in  the  Territory  of  Florida,  a  public  road  from 
Pensacola  and  St.  Augustine,  commencing  at  Deer 
Point,  on  the  Bay  of  Pensacola,  and  pursuing  the  Old 
Indian  Trail  to  the  Cowpond,  on  the  Choctaw  ha  tchey 
river;  thence,  direct  to  the  Natural  Bridge,  on  the 
Ecanfinan  river;  thence,  to  the  Ochesee  Blufl^  on  the 
Appalachicola  river;  thence,  in  the  most  direct  practi- 
cable route,  to  the  site  of  Fort  St.  Levis;  thence,  as 
nearly  as  practicable,  on  the  Old  Spanish  road  to  St 
Augustine,  crossing  the  St.  John's  river  at  Picolata; 
which  road  shall  be  plainly  and  distinctly  marked,  and 
shall  be  of  the  width  of  twenty-five  feet. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Presi- 
dent be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  employ  the 
troops  of  the  United  Slates  stationed  in  Florida,  in 
such  manner  as  he  may  think  proper,  in  the  comple- 
tion, or  in  assisting  in  the  completion,  of  said  road. 

Skc.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  for  de- 
fraying the  expenses  of  opening  the  said  road,  the 
sum  of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same 
is  hereby,  appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money 
in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

8kc.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Presi- 
dent be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  cause  to  be 
surveyed  and  marked  out,  the  most  direct  and  practi- 
cable route  for  a  public  road  from  Cape  Sable,  passing 
by  Charlotte  Harbor  and  the  Bay  of  Tampa,  to  the 
point  where  the  Suwaney  river  will  be  intersected  by 
the  road  to  be  opened  from  Pensacola  to  St.  Augus- 
tine, and  to  cause  to  be  surveyed  and  marked  out, 
the  route  for  a  public  road,  from  Cape  Florida  to  St. 
Augustine. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  for  de- 
fraying the  expenses  of  the  surveys  aforesaid,  the  sum 
of  $3,000  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  to 
be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  other- 
wise appropriated. 

The  first  section  having  been  re.td — 
Mr.  Call,  Delegate  from  the  Territory  of  Flor- 
ida, advocated  the  measure  proposed  by  the  bill,  as 
one  imperiously  demanded  by  the  exigencies  and 
peculiar  circumstances  of  that  country,  and  emi- 
nently calculated  to  advance  its  settlement  and 
pro.sperity.  The  population  of  what  was  lately 
the  Floridas,  he  said,  lies  at  the  two  opposite  ex- 
tremities of  the  territory,  Augustine  and  Pen- 
sacola; the  two  points  to  be  connected  by  the 
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road  now  proposed.  The  course  of  the  road 
passed  through  a  region  of  country  till  now  very 
imperfectly  known,  but  whose  fertility  was  calcu- 
lated to  attract  emigration.  The  late  treaty,  by 
which  the  whole  of  this  country  had  been  trans- 
ferred to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States, 
opens  a  fine  field  for  emigrating  enterprise,  and, 
from  the  richness  of  the  soil,  there  was  little  doubt 
but  that  the  interior  would,  in  a  short  time,  be- 
come densely  peopled.  The  road  which  at  pres- 
ent connects  the  two  points  he  had  mentioned, 
takes  a  circuitous  route  of  more  than  seven  hun- 
dred miles,  through  parts  of  Georgia  and  Ala- 
bama; whereas,  the  direct  course  of  the  new  road 
would  make  the  distance  to  be  travelled  about 
three  hundred  and  seventy-six  miles.  The  peti- 
tion on  which  the  bill  is  founded,  asks  only  for 
820,000  to  defray  the  expenses  of  making  this 
road — an  amount  which,  when  the  nature  of  the 
country,  and  the  magnitude  of  the  undertaking  is 
taken  into  view,  will  appear  to  every  candid  per- 
son, very  moderate.  The  estimate  had  been  made 
as  low  as  circumstances  would  allow,  but  it  was 
hoped  that,  by  a  judicious  expenditure,  that 
amount  might  be  rendered  sufficient.  Almost 
the  whole  of  the  very  fertile  tract,  through  which 
the  road  is  proposed  to  pass,  is  in  the  hands  of  the 
United  States'  Government,  as  public  property; 
few  or  no  grants  having  been  made  of  lands  in 
the  interior.  The  road  will,  therefore,  be  a  meas- 
ure of  policy  to  the  Government,  from  its  eflfect 
on  the  value  of  its  lands,  as  well  as  of  great  bene- 
fit to  Florida. 

Mr.  GuRLEv,  of  Louisiana,  moved  to  amend  the 
bill  by  striking  out  all  that  part  of  it  which  pro- 
vides for  the  employment  of  the  United  States' 
troops  in  making  the  road.  Favorable  as  he  was 
to  all  measures  of  internal  improvement,  and  to  the 
particular  object  now  proposed,  he  was  not  dis- 
posed, in  the  accomplishment  of  it,  to  jeopardize 
the  lives  of  the  soldiers  by  employing  them  in  the 
work.  It  was  a  fact  well  known,  that  the  em- 
ployment of  the  troops  in  works  of  this  descrip- 
tion, had,  in  many  instances,  proved  fatal  to  them. 
He  had  personally  witnessed  this,  and  knew  it  to 
be  true.  It  had  for  some  time  been  the  policy  of 
the  United  States  so  to  employ  them,  but,  when 
this  policy  was  extended  to  southern  climates,  the 
soldiers  became  victims  of  the  occupation.  He 
repeated  the  assurance  that  he  was  friendly  to  the 
object  of  the  bill,  and  would  vote  for  it  were  this 
feature  removed. 

Mr.  Call,  in  reply,  said,  he  hoped  the  amend- 
ment would  not  be  adopted,  as  it  would  in  effect 
defeat  the  bill  altogether.  The  gentleman  from 
Louisiana,  while  desirous  of  exempting  the  troops 
from  the  labor  of  making  the  road,  had  proposed 
no  substitute  for  them.  For  himself,  Mr.  C.  said, 
he  was  as  much  disposed  to  foster  the  interests 
and  preserve  the  life  and  health  of  our  soldiery  as 
any  man,  and  as  much  opposed  to  setting  them 
at  a  menial  or  degrading  employment;  but  this 
was  not  such  an  employment  of  them,  nor  was  it 
a  new  proposition,  but  on  the  contrary  a  matter 
of  every  day  occurrence.  The  object  to  be  accom- 
plished was  one  of  great  importance  to  the  United 


I  States,  in  a  national  view,  and  might  without 
I  impropriety  occupy  the  leisure  of  a  small  portion 
I  of  her  troops.    As  to  its  exposing  them  to  disease, 
I  he  had  himself  lived  for  years  in  Florida,  had 
!  traversed  it  in  all  directions  and  at  all  seasons, 
I  was  thoroughly  acquainted  with  its  climate,  and 
I  he  did  not  apprehend  any  such  consequence  as  the 
!  gentleman  seemed  to  anticipate.     Besides,  if  the 
'  bill  shall  now  pass,  the  labor  will  be  finished  be- 
I  fore  the  more  sickly  months  arive.     The  road  we 
!  ask  for,  said  Mr.  C,  can  soon  be  made.     We  do 
not  contemplate  at  present  any  great  or  costly 
road,  such  as  it  will  occupy  a  long  period  to  com- 
plete; all  that  we  ask  or  look  for  will  expose  the 
soldiers  to  no  great  amount  either  of  labor  or  dan- 
,  ger.     Were  it  a  time  of  war,  indeed,  we  should 
j  not  think  of  so  employing  them  ;  but  it  is  a  season 
of  profound  peace,  and  no  detriment  can  arise  to 
,  the  public  safety  or  interest  from  doing  it.     In 
I  fact,  the  road  must  be  made  in  this  way,  or  not  at 
all,   for  the   country  is  so  sparsely  settled   that 
j  there  is  not  in  the  Territory  a  papulation,  either 
I  in  sufficient  number,  or  of  the  proper  kind,  to  ac- 
I  complish  it. 

!      Mr.  Cocke,  of  Tennessee,  wished  to  know  from 

'  the  gentleman  who  objected  to  this  employment 

'  of  the  troops,  how  they  could  be  better  employed? 

We  have  had,  not  long  since,  a  sad  experience  to 

I  teach  us  that,  if  not  employed  in  something  that 

is  useful,  they  will  soon  employ  themselves  in 

■  what  is  mischievous.     We  have  got  them  ;  we 

have  paid  for  them  ;  we  must  feed  them  ;  and  of 

I  what  service  are  they  to  us  if  we  may  not  employ 

i  them  ? 

Mr.  GuRLEY,  in  reply,  said,  it  was  possible  he 
might  have  been  deceived  in  his  apprehensions ; 
he  presumed  the  gentleman  from  Florida  was 
better  acquainted  with  the  circumstances  of  that 
country  than  he  was;  and  he  believed  they  were 
both  disposed  to  act  on  the  same  principle.  He 
was  persuaded,  if  his  fears  were  not  visionary, 
and  danger  did  really  exist,  all  the  gentlemen  who 
were  friendly  to  the  bill  would  be  as  ready  as 
himself  to  avoid  incurring  it.  Certainly,  the 
death  of  our  soldiers  was  to  be  deprecated.  We 
give  a  bounty  to  get  them,  and  when  they  die  the 
Government  is  a  loser.  What  he  had  stated  as  to 
the  danger  of  the  climate,  he  had  advanced  from 
exf)erience  and  personal  observation.  He  knew, 
and  could  prove,  that,  out  of  a  full  company  re- 
cruited in  Boston,  in  May,  1821,  and  employed 
that  summer  in  erecting  public  buildings  at  Baton 
Rouge,  only  fifteen  were  left  alive  at  the  close  of 
the  season.  Was  it  right  to  expose  our  troops  to 
a  danger  of  this  kind  ?  It  might  be  very  true 
that,  it  employed  at  all,  in  time  of  peace,  they 
could  not  be  better  employed  than  in  making 
public  roads.  But,  was  there  any  necessity  for  . 
employing  them  ?  Because  we  cannot  employ 
soldiers  every  day  in  the  year  in  actual  labor,  are 
we  to  disband  them  ?  Our  soldiers  are  the  salva- 
tion of  the  country  ;  to  them  we  look  when  her 
soil  is  invaded  or  her  liberty  threatened.  It  might 
be  that  the  climate  of  Florida  was  attended  with 
no  such  danger  as  he  had  mentioned,  though,  from 
its  situation,  he  should  expect  its  climate  greatly 
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to  resemble  that  of  Louisiana.  He  once  more 
avowed  that  he  was  entirely  the  friend  of  the 
measure;  and,  if  no  substitute  for  his  amendment 
could  be  provided,  he  should  be  unwilling,  by  in- 
sisting on  it,  to  prevent  the  passage  of  the  bill. 
He  was  decidedly  of  opinion  that  no  better  use 
could  be  made  of  the  public  money  than  to  apply 
it  to  roads,  canals,  and  internal  improvements. 
We  could  not  leave  to  posterity  a  better  inheri- 
tance. 

Mr.  Trimble,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  should  be 
sorry  were  the  amendment  to  prevail.  The  ques- 
tion of  employing  the  troops  of  the  United  States 
in  laboring  at  public  works,  was  one  which  had 
been  frequently  discussed  upon  this  floor ;  and  he 
believed  the  mind  of  Congress,  and  of  the  nation, 
was  made  up  on  its  propriety.  The  honorable 
gentleman  from  Louisiana  had  spoken  of  the 
mortality  attending  the  Southern  climate.  But, 
were  Congress  to  relinquish  the  idea  of  employing 
the  soldiers  on  this  road,  and  to  send  five  hundred 
citizens  from  civil  life  to  do  the  work,  would  not 
they  be  in  as  great  danger  as  the  soldiers,  or  was 
it  important,  in  the  question  of  climate,  whether 
a  man  wore  a  military  coat  or  a  homespun  one? 
If  the  object  sought  was  the  saving  of  the  wear 
and  tear  of  human  life,  then  it  was  surely  human- 
ity to  employ  the  soldiers;  for,  suppose  we  have 
in  Florida  five  hundred  troops,  and  we  send  in 
addition  five  hundred  citizens,  then  the  climate 
makes  war  upon  one  thousand  human  beings  in- 
stead of  five  hundred.  He  remembered,  indeed, 
that  General  Wilkinson  had  informed  the  nation 
that  a  soldier  is  a  gentleman,  and  must  do  no 
labor;  and  yet  the  same  great  General,  almost  in 
the  very  same  paragraph,  had  set  this  gentleman 
to  carrying  a  knapsack  with  six  days'  provision 
on  his  back.  For  himself,  his  judgment  had 
always  been  in  favor  of  employing  the  troops  in 
making  roads  upon  our  frontier.  Forts,  indeed, 
he  would  not  set  them  to  build ;  not  because  it 
was  laborious,  but  because  forts  usually  were 
built,  and  could  be  built,  both  better  and  cheaper, 
by  contract. 

Mr.  Sharpe,  of  New  York,  recurring  to  the 
statement  of  the  gentleman  from  Florida,  insisted 
on  the  economy  of  employing  the  troops  on  this 
object.  Here  was  a  road  of  350  miles  to  be  made, 
and  there  were  already  750  troops  in  the  territory 
through  which  the  road  is  to  pass.  These  troops 
receive,  when  working  on  roads,  10  or  15  cents 
per  day,  additional  wages,  (no  small  matter  to  a 
soldier;)  was  it  not  better  to  hire  hands  at  10  or 
15  cents  a  day  than  to  send  to  the  North  for 
workmen,  who  must  be  paid  at  the  rate  of  75  or 
100  cents  ? 

Mr.  Hemphill  observed  that  our  soldiery  had 
frequently  been  employed  in  works  of  this  descrip- 
tion, and  it  was  a  general  ob>ervation,  that  they 
were  never  healthier  than  when  thus  occupied. 
If  they  had  experienced  unusual  mortality  at  the 
South,  it  was  from  the  effects  of  the  climate,  not 
those  of  the  moderate  labor  to  which  they  were 
exposed.  The  troops  now  proposed  to  be  em- 
ployed were  not  to  be  sent  into  the  clinlfclc  of 
Florida ;  they  were  already  stationed  there,  and 
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it  was  a  settled  point,  that  the  President  might 
employ  them  at  his  discretion.  The  Romans  al- 
ways employed  their  soldiers  on  roads ;  this  prac- 
tice was  common  with  the  ancients,  some  of 
whose  noblest  monuments  of  public  utility  were 
the  work  of  their  armies.  It  was  surely  useless  to 
keep  soldiers  in  idleness,  when  useful  and  health- 
ful employment  could  be  found  for  them. 

Mr.  Sandeoro,  of  Tennessee,  suggested  that 
the  fears  of  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana  might 
be  obviated,  and  the  general  measure  not  pre- 
vented, if  he.  modified  his  amendment,  so  as  to 
confine  the  employment  of  the  troops  to  certain 
months  of  the  year,  so  as  to  avoid  the  sickly 
season. 

Mr.  Gurley  expressed  himself  willing  to  accept 
of  this  suggestion  ;  but 

Mr.  Sharpe  thought  it  was  unnecessary^  as  it 
was  discretionary  with  the  President  to  employ 
them  at  such  times  as  he  thought  expedient. 

Mr.  Cocke  agreed  in  this  opinion.  We  ought 
certainly  to  place  some  confidence  in  the  Execu- 
tive, who  would  not,  he  trusted,  employ  the  troops 
of  the  United  Stales  in  any  manner  that  was  cal- 
culated to  destroy  them.  He  could  not  help  ad- 
ding, he  said,  that  this  was  the  first  time  in  his 
life  he  had  heard  the  idea  advanced  that  labor 
was  worse  than  idleness  lor  the  preservation  of 
health. 

Mr.  Henry,  of  Kentucky,  said,  that  the  troops 
in  Florida  were  stationed,  and  would  be  kept  m 
that  country  to  maintain  our  possession  of  it;  no 
new  destination  of  troops,  therefore,  was  contem- 
plated by  the  bill.  Both  the  points  intended  to 
be  connected  by  the  proposed  road  were  military 
stations.  They  were  far  apart,  and  in  case  one 
of  them  should  be  attacked,  it  was  fit  that  there 
should  be  a  direct  and  speedy  communication  be- 
tween them.  The  power  to  employ  the  troops  is 
discretionary,  and  in  whose  hands,  asked  Mr.  H., 
is  it  reposed  ?  In  the  hands  of  the  Commander- 
in-chief  of  the  Army.  If  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  in  the  exercise  of  his  nagacity  and 
vigilance,  should  perceive  danger  to  arise  from 
such  employment  of  the  soldiers,  he  has  it  in  his 
power,  and  doubtless  will  have  it  in  his  wish,  to 
avoid  that  danger.  But  the  danger  is  visionary. 
Would  not  the  soldier  himself,  asked  Mr.  H., 
prefer  employment  to  the  dull  monotony  of  garri- 
son duty — to  the  eternal  recurrence  of  the  same 
scene  in  the  same  place?  The  fears  expressed  on 
this  subject  contradicted  all  theory  and  all  expe- 
rience;  inaction  has  ever  been  found  to  produce 
both  moral  and  physical  maladies — while  on  the 
other  hand,  employment  is  healthful  alike  to  body 
and  mind. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Gurley,  to  strike  out  the  second  section  of  the 
bill,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative  by  a  large 
majority. 

After  some  further  conversation  on  the  details 
of  the  bill,  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  a  third  time  on  Monday. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Wharton,  as- 


931 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


932 


ft 


if 


H.  OF  R. 


CoHs  in  Patent  Cases. 


sistaDt  marshal  to  take  the  census  of  manufac- 
tures in  South  Carolina  in  1810. 

The  bill  was  reported  without  amendment,  and 
ordered  to  a  third  reading;  when  the  House  ad- 
journed to  Monday. 
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MopfOAT,  January  5. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
merchants,  traders,  and  o'.her  citizens  of  the  city 
of  New  York,  praying  that  a  duty  often  per  cen- 
tum may  be  imposed  on  sales  at  auction,  except- 
ing the  eflFects  of  bankrupts,  of  deceased  persons, 
goods  sold  for  the  benefit  of  underwriters,  ship- 
ping, and  real  estate. 

Mr.  Ton  presented  a  memorial  signed  by  sun- 
dry members  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Stale  of 
Pennsylvania. 

Messrs.  Ton,  Miller,  and  Breck,  also  pre- 
sented memorials  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the 
city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  in  the  Srate  of 
Pennsylvania,  respectively  praying  that  efficient 
measures  may  be  taken  for  the  security  and  pro- 
tection of  the  manufacturing  interest  of  the  coun- 
try. 

Mr.  He.mphill  presented  a  memorial  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  praying 
that  additional  duties  may  be  imposed  on  iron  and 
iron-castings  which  may  hereafter  be  imported 
into  the  United  Stales. 

Mr.  Breck  presented  a  memorial  of  Kreymborg 
and  Hagedom,  quill  manufacturers  in  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  praying  that  so  much  of  the  acts 
imposing  duties  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dise, imported  into  the  United  States,  as  imposes 
a  duty  on  raw  quills,  may  be  repealed. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  memorials  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Webster  presented  a  memorial  signed  by 
a  committee  on  behalf  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
city  of  Boston,  and  its  vicinity,  praying  that  the 
situation  of  the  Greeks,  now  engaged  in  arras  in 
rescuing  their  oppressed  country  and  brethren  from 
Turkish  bondage,  may  engage  the  early  and  fa- 
vorable attention  of  Congress ;  which  memorial 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Mercer  presented  a  memorial  and  petition 
of  sundry  merchants  and  underwriters  of  Alexan- 
dria, in  the  District  of  Columbia,  praying  for  the 
interposition  of  Congress  iu  procuring  redress  for 
spoliations  committed  on  their  lawful  commerce 
on  the  high  seas,  by  Frencn  cruisers,  between  the 
years  1793  and  1800. 

Mr.  Blair  ))resented  a  memorial  of  the  ninth 
convention  of  the  Manumi.ssion  Society  of  Tin- 
nessee,  praying  Congress  to  adopt  measures  for 
the  prevention  of  slavery  in  future  in  any  State 
where  it  is  not  now  allowed  by  law,  as,  also,  for 
its  proscription  in  States  hereafter  to  be  formed 
and  admitted  into  the  Union. 

Ordrred^  That  the  said  memorials  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Brcck  prt-sented  a  memorial  of  the  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
praying  that  an  act  may  be  passed  prescribing  an 
uniform  system   of  bankruptcy   for   the   Uniltd 


States;  which  memorial  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Little,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions 
and  Revolutionary  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the 
petition  of  Mary  James,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for 
her  relief;  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

An  act  appropriating  a  certain  sum  of  money 
to  Benjamin  Huffman,  of  the  State  of  Indiana, 
was  read  the  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the 
Senate  for  concurrence. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  the  laying  out 
and  opening  of  certain  public  lands  in  the  Terri- 
tory of  Florida,  was  read  a  third  time,  passed, 
and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel 
Wharton  was  read  a  third  time,  passed,  and  sent 
to  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 

[This  bill  gave  rise  to  some  debate,  which  turn- 
ed on  the  construction  of  the  bond  given  by  mar- 
shals employed  to  take  the  census,  and  on  the  ques- 
tion, whether  the  United  States  are  bound  for  the 
pay  of  their  deputies.  (The  person  named  in  the 
bill  being  such  deputy,  and  his  principal  having 
failed.)  Mr.  Isacks  of  Tennessee,  Mr.  Whit- 
tlesey of  Ohio,  Mr.  McCoy,  and  iVlr.  Tucker 
of  South  Carolina,  took  part  in  the  discussion.] 

PENELOPE  DENNY. 

The  House  went  into  ComraiiU^e  of  the  Whole, 
Mr.  Taylor  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill  for  the  sup- 
port of  Penelope  Denny,  mother  of  James  Denny, 
late  a  quarter  gunner  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States. 

The  bill  gave  ri.^^e  to  some  conversation  between 
Mr.  Cambreleng  and  Mr.  Fuller,  of  Mississippi, 
in  which,  also,  Mr.  Hamilton  look  part. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  wished  that  the  support  of 
Mrs.  Denny  should  be  drawn  from  the  navy  pea- 
son  fund.  Mr.  F'uller  objected  to  this  as  being 
not  within  the  words  of  the  law  creating  that 
fund,  which  confined  it  to  the  widows  and  chil- 
dren of  officers  and  marines,  but  did  not  extend 
to  their  other  relatives.  Mr.  Hamilton  wished 
the  subject  referred  for  more  mature  consideration 
vyheu,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cambreleng,  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  was  postponed. 

COSTS  IN  P.\TENT  C.\SE8. 

Mr.  Webster,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  whom  was  recommitted  a  bill  concern- 
ing costs  in  certain  cases,  reported  the  same,  with 
the  amendment  directed  by  the  instructions  of  the 
House,  viz  :  the  substitution  of  one  hundred  dol- 
lars in  place  of  thirty  dollars,  as  the  minimum  of 
damages  awarded  by  a  jury,  on  which  costs  should 
be  allowed. 

The  question  being  on  ordering  the  bill  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading  as  amended — 

Mr.  Webster  said,  that,  on  the  introduction 
of  this  bill  to  the  House,  a  few  days  ago,  he  had 
stated  the  reason  for  proposing  this  bill,  to  be,  that 
though  the  law  limited  the  recovery  of  costs,  in 
the  courts  of  the  United  States,  in  general  cases, 
to  smt.s  involving  an  amount  not  less  than  five 
hundred  dollars,  there  was  a  propriety  of  a  reduc- 
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tion  of  the  minimum  in  the  case  of  suits  by 
patentees,  because  it  was  supposed  to  be  matter 
of  necessity  for  the  patentee  to  sue  in  the  Federal 
courtJ!.  An  honorable  member  had,  on  a  former 
occasion,  suggested  that  the  State  courts  have 
jurisdiction  in  cases  of  this  description  ;  but,  Mr. 
W.  s^aid,  if  the  honorable  member  would  refer  to 
the  law,  he  would  see  that  the  act  of  Congress 
which  creates  the  right  prescribes  the  remedy, 
and  provides  that  the  patentee  may  sue  for  it  in 
the  circuit  courts  of  the  United  States,  and  under 
that  phraseology  it  was  presumed  that  he  could 
not  sue  elsewhere  than  in  those  courts. 

Mr.   Buchanan  had  objections  to   the  whole 
bill.     What,  asked  he,  is  the  law  in   the  case  of 
patentees  as  it  now  stands  ?  A  most  extraordinary 
distinction  over  other  clients  is  made  in  their  favor 
by  granting  them  judgment  for  three  times  the 
amount  of  damages  awarded   by   a  jury.     And 
what  does  the  bill,  now  before  the  House,  propose 
to  do  in  favor  of  those  favored  individuals  ?     To 
superadd  costs  to  that  treble  verdict.     He  would 
ask,  whether  such  a  measure  is  right ;  whether  it 
is  politic  ;  whether  it  is  just  ?    He  thought  it  would 
be  neither.    He  thought  it  far  better  to  let  the  law 
remain  as  it  now  stands.     What  had   been  the 
history  of  this  country  on  the  subject  of  patent 
rights?     It  w^s  known  to  all,  that  the  privilege 
granted  by  the  patent  law,  had   been  exten.sively 
diffused    through    the    Union.      The   number  of 
patents  actually  issued  was  very  great;   the  num- 
l)er   pretended   to   be  enjoyed   was   greater   still. 
Impositions  were  multiplied.     In   some  districts 
of  the  Union   very  large  amounts  of  money  had 
been  collected  from   such  as  were  afraid  of  the 
expense  of  a  la  w  suit,  by  persons  claiming  to  have 
a  patent  for   the  use  or  manufacture  of  certain 
articles;    and,   after    they   had    gone    through  a 
whole  region,  thus  practising  on  the  fears  or  igno- 
rance of  the   inhabitants,  it  turned   out,  when  at 
last  some  one  had  hardihood  enough   to  contest 
their  claim,  that  they  had  no  right  at  all.     This 
was  especially  the  case  in  those  States  which  were 
of  extensive  size,  and  the  distance  from  the  cir- 
cuit court  occasioned  formidable  expense  in  resort- 
ing to  trial.     The  claimant  brings  a  patent  in  his 
hand,  and   thus  has  prima  Jade  evidence  of  the 
▼alidity  of  his  right ;  he  asks,  perhaps,  but  eight 
or  ten  dollars  for  the  article ;   who   would    not 
rather  pay  that  sum  than  run  the  risk  of  travelling 
one  or  two   hundred  miles,  to  the  circuit  court, 
taking  witnesses  with  him,  at  the  risk,  if  he  fails, 
of  having  treble  damages  to  pay,  and,  if  this  bill 
passes,  costs  to  boot?     He  could  scarce  conceive 
of  a  measure  belter  calculated  to  enable  designing 
men  to  roam  at  large  and  prey  upon  the  commu- 
nity.    He  thought,  for  his  part,  that  the  law  was 
already  hard  enough.     It  gave  already  enormous 
advantages  to  the  patentee  over  his  opi)onent; 
and,  if  costs  were  to  be  superadded,  it  destroyed 
all  prospect  of  successful  contest.     Costs,  it  must 
be  remembered,  are,  in  their  nature,  very  indeter- 
minate; their  amount  might  increase  to  such  a 
sum   as   would    ruin   a   man.     To    be   sure,  the 
amendment  now  reported  makes  the  bill  better, 
»o  far  as  it  goes;  but,  even   under   the   bill,  as 


amended,  if  a  patentee  does  but  obtain  a  verdict 
for  thirty-four  dollars,  he  gets  his  costs  also  allow- 
ed him,  because  treble  the  verdict  runs  over  one 
hundred  dollars,  and  brings  him  within  the  pro- 
visions of  the  bill.  Is  it  not  proper,  asked  Mr.  B., 
that  the  pretended  patentee  shall  firsi  be  made  to 
establish  his  right  before  his  opponent  is  threat- 
ened with  treble  damages  and  costs  ?  He  thought 
the  law  should  at  least  be  left  unaltered  ;  for  him- 
self, he  felt  more  disposed  to  curtail  than  to  ex- 
tend it. 

Mr.  Li vermohe  said,  that,  at  first,  he  had  viewed 
the  object  and   provisions  of  the  present   bill   as 
proper  and  expedient;  but,  on  further  reflection, 
he  had   seen  reason  to  alter  that  opinion.     He 
thought,  however,  that   the  fault  of  the  system 
did  not  lie  so  much  in   that  feature  of  it  which 
allowed  costs  where  damages  over  one  hundred 
dollars    were   obtained,   but  in    that  which    pre- 
viously allowed  the  verdict  of  the  jury  to  be  tre- 
ble.    Why  should   not  suitors  under  the  patent 
law  be  placed  on  the  same  footing  with  other 
suitors  ?    The  alteration  he  wished  to  prevail  was 
to  repeal  the  treble  damages  and  allow  costs  in 
all  cases.     But  if  it  should  be  deemed  proper  to 
alter  that   provision,  then   he  thought   that  costs 
should  be  given,  rather  where  the  amount  was 
under  one  hundred  dollars  than  over  that  sum. 
If  a  verdict  was  obtained  for  ten  dollars  and  tre- 
ble, the  additional  twenty  dollars   was  not  likely 
to  be  enough  to  cover  the  costs.     He  wished  to 
see  the  whole  system  placed  under  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary  to  be  remodelled  ;  he  would  also 
give  the  State  courts  concurrent  jurisdiction  with 
those  of  the  United   States,  in  cases  under  the 
patent  law. 

Mr.  Webster,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Buchanan,  said, 
that  he  felt  no  particular  anxiety  on  the  subject  of 
this  bill ;  but,  having  charge  of  the  bill,  it  seemed 
proper  of  him   to  say  something  in   its  defence. 
The   House   would   recollect,   he  said,  that  this 
whole  case  of  patents  is  taken,  by  the  law,^out  of 
the  hands  of  the  State  courts,  the  jurisdiction  over 
it  being  exclusively  reserved  to  the  courts  of  the 
United  States.     The  power  of  legislating  on  this 
subject  is  taken  from  the  States  by  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the   United  States.     And,  at  this  time  of 
day,  and   before  this   Assembly,  Mr.  W.  said  he 
need  not  argue  that  the  right  of  the  inventor  is  a 
high  property  ;  it  is  the  fruit  of  his  mind — it  be- 
longs to  him  more  than  any  other  property — he 
does  not  inherit  it — he  takes  it  by  no  man's  gift — 
it  peculiarly  belongs  to  him,  and  he  ought  to  be 
protected  in  the  enjoyment  of  it.     Precisely   as 
the  arts  advance,   Mr.  W.  went  on  to  say,  does 
property    of    this   description    become    valuable; 
where  the  nicest  machinery  is  in   operation,  it  is 
there  that  the  improvements  of  inventors  are  in 
the  highest  estimation — and  with  regard  to  those 
branches  of  industry  which  have  been  most  suc- 
cessful in  this  country,  they  are  more  indebted  to 
the  ingenuity  of  inventors — to  the  power  of  mind 
in  the  improvement  of  machinery,  than  to  another 
species  ol  aid  which  they  have  received  from  time 
to  lime.     It  is  to  encourage  the.se  inventions  that 
our  patent  laws  arc  designed.     Is  it  any  answer 
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to  this  argument  in  their  favor,  that  impositions 
are  sometimes  practised  under  cover  of  these  laws  ?  I 
Is  it  not  so  with  every  thin^  else?     With  regard  j 
to  land,  for  example — are  there  not  many  persons  i 
pretending  to  have  titles  to  land  who  really  have  ' 
no  title?     Are  there  not  a«  many  speculations  in  I 
landed  property  as  in  the  property  of  mind  ?   And  ' 
shall  a  man  not  recover  his  right  to  land  because  ' 
the  world  is  full  of  pretensions  of  right  to  land  ! 
where  no  right  exists  ?     Surely  not.     It  was  said  I 
by  an  honorable  member  from  the  West  the  other  I 
day,  that  the  people  in  his  part  of  the  country  did  ! 
not  know  that  there  was  such  a  thing  as  a  patent 
office  in  the  country,  or  such  a  clause  in  the  Con- 
stitution as   that  which   relates  to  patent  rights. 
Mr.  W.  said,  he  did  not  know  that  on  this  account 
the  House  should  accommodate  its  legislation  pre- 
cisely to  that  state  of  information.      The  error 
was  not  in   the  Constitution  or   the  patent  laws,  { 
but  in  the  want  of  knowledge  among  the  people, 
and  could  only  be  corrected  by  its  diffusion.     In 
restricting  the  patentee  to  the  recovery  of  mere 
judicial  damages,  Mr.  W.  continued,  justice  was 
not  done  to  him.     He  cannot  sue  for  all  his  right 
at  once,  because  the  violations  by  which  he  is  de- 
prived of  it  are  numerous.     Suppose  you  were  to 
compel  a  man,  in  suing  for  land,  to  sue  for  it  acre 
by  acre — he  might  get  his  land,  indeed,  but   he 
would  be  ruined  by  the  process  of  recovery.     It 
was  because   the  particular   injury  in  the  case  of 
the  violation  of  a  patent  right  was  small,  and  the 
expense  of  redressing   it  great,  that  the  provision 
of  this  bill  appeared  to  be  expedient,     A  redress 
of  the  actual  injury  was  not  sufficient  in  this  class 
of  cases — if  the  penalty  for  the  violation  was  not 
sufficient  to  act  in  ttrrorem^  it  was  nothing.     Do 
not  all   penal  statutes,  Mr.  W.  asked,  go  on  the  ; 
ground,  that  damages  are  not  only  to  be  given  to  \ 
indemnify  a  sufferer  in  a  particular  ca^e,   but  to  I 
such  an  amount  as  to  deter  others  from  doing  the  j 
like?      The   argument   of  the   gentleman    from  [ 
Pennsylvania,  besides,  went  too  far.     If  the  dam-  j 
ages  are  awarded   at  five  hundred  dollars,  as  the  ! 
law  now  stands,  costs  are  allowed  ;  whilst,  if  the 
damages  be  but  ten  dollars,  they  are  not  allowed. 
What  justice  was  there  in  this?     Where  an  ac- 
tion is  brought  to  recover  damages  for  the  use  of 
an  invention  or  improvement  in   machinery,  the 
common  rule  is,  to  settle  tlie  amount  of  damages  I 
at  the  sale  price  of  the  article  ;  and  one  of  the  in-  \ 
jurious  consequences  to  defendants    themselves,  j 
from  the  present  stale  of  the  law,  is,  that  the  juries  j 
give  as   much  damages  as  will  carry  the  costs.  I 
He  could  assure  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  ' 
whatever   might  be  said   in   other  parts    of  the 
country,  there  was  no  right  which  an  independent  } 
jury  of  the  part  of  the  country  in  which  he  resid-  ' 
ed  would  protect  with  more  certainty  or  vigilance,  ' 
than  the  patent  right.     In  a  clear  case,  where  the  ' 
intention  to  deprive  the  inventor  of  the  benefit  of 
hts  patent  was  obvious,  the  jury  would,  in  almost 
any  case,  give  damajjes  to  the  full  amount  of  five 
hundred  dollars.     This   bill,  therefore,  would,   in 
this  respect,  be  beneficial  to  the  defendants  them- 
selves.    On   the  part  of  patentees,  there  were  so 
many  things  to  be  proved— for  instance,  that  the 


invention  is  new,  that  it  is  useful,  that  the  specifi- 
cation is  accurate,  dec — so  much  nicety  was  re- 
quired, as  to  throw  sufficient  obstacles  in  his  way. 
The  right  of  the  patentee,  Mr.  W.  said,  was  one 
which  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  had 
authorized  and  enjoined  upon  Congress  to  pro- 
tect ;  the  party  injured  has  no  security  or  resort 
elsewhere,  but  to  the  courts  of  the  United  States  ; 
and  if  it  was  reasonable  that  in  such  case  he 
should  be  entitled  to  recover  costs  where  the  dam- 
ages amount  to  one  hundred  dollars,  then  this  bill 
ought  to  pass;  if  not,  it  ought  not  to  pass. 

Mr.  Buchanan,  in  reply,  observed,  that  no  one 
could  be  more  disposed  to  protect  the  just  rights 
of  patentees  than  he  was;  nor  could  any  person 
concur  more  heartily  than  he  did  in  the  senti- 
ments of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts respecting  the  property  which  an  inven- 
tor has  in  that  which  is  the  product  of  his  own 
genius;  yet,  he  held  it  to  be  a  principle  in  legis- 
lation, while  guarding  the  rights  of  one  individual, 
not  to  forget  or  to  impair  those  of  the  rest  of  the 
community.  A  wise  legislator  was  bound  to  give 
equal  protection  to  the  rights  of  all.  Ever  since 
the  passage  of  the  patent  law  under  the  Constitu- 
tion, the  courts  had  been  open  to  patentees,  and 
the  burden  of  proof  had  always  been  cast  on  the 
violator  of  his  patent.  He  must  prove  that  his 
act  was  no  violation  of  the  patent,  or  that  the 
patent  was  in  itself  invalid.  This  operated,  at 
least  in  that  part  of  the  Union  which  he  had  the 
honor  to  represent,  as  a  great  hardship;  yet  it  had 
been  cheerlully  submitted  to,  and  the  mere  pro- 
duction of  the  patent  was  allowed  to  be  presump- 
tive evidence  in  favor  of  the  patentee.  But  the 
law  went  farther  ;  it  not  only  threw  the  burden 
of  proof  on  the  alleged  violator,  but  it  tripled  all 
damages  against  him.  And  now  it  was  proposed 
to  go  farther  still,  and  to  allow  all  costs  in  the 
bargain,  wherever  these  damages  should,  when 
tripled,  amount  to  SIOO.  Had  he  rightly  heard 
and  understood  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts ?  Did  he  say  that,  in  that  part  of  the  Union, 
a  jury  would  always  give  a  verdict  of  §500?  If 
such  were  the  fact,  he  did  not  wonder  that  the 
voice  of  the  community  was  never  heard  against 
the  provisions  of  the  law.  Who  would  not  rather 
pay  ^10  than  run  the  risk  of  a  verdict  of  $500, 
to  be  tripled,  with  costs?  No  wonder  there  was 
a  deep  silence.  The  act,  as  amended  by  this  bill, 
placed  the  community  at  the  mercy  of  patentees. 
To  oblige  a  man  to  go  two  or  three  hundred  miles 
to  court,  then  oblige  him  to  prove  the  patent  false, 
and,  if  he  fails,  to  make  him  pay  triple  damages, 
and  costs  of  suit,  is  to  place  an  array  of  obstacles 
in  the  way  that  must,  in  most  cases,  effectually 
prevent  the  validity  of  patents  from  being  ever 
contested.  Such  ought  not  to  be  the  practical 
operation  of  law  on  this  subject.  If  the  law  is 
left  as  it  now  stands,  will  the  patentee  suffer  any 
injury  .^  iXone  at  all.  Suppose  his  patent  is  a 
good  and  valid  one,  and  suppose  he  has  to  sue  in 
order  to  establish  that  fact,  will  not  such  a  suit 
be,  in  effi'ct,  a  benefit  ?  ('an  he  not  thenceforth 
exhibit  with  his  patent  the  verdict  that  has  con- 
firmed it  ?     But,  if  this  bill  becomes  a  law.  it  will 
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go  forth  throughout  the  country  to  let  loose  un- 
principled pretenders  to  prowl  upon  the  commu- 
nity. He  was  very  sorry  it  had  been  his  lot  to 
differ  in  opinion  from  the  honorable  member  from 
Massachusetts,  for  whose  opinions  no  man  cher- 
ished a  more  profound  respect ;  but  he  bad  been 
reluctantly  urged  by  a  sense  of  duty  to  oppose  a 
bill  which  he  conceived  to  be  fraught  with  injury. 
Mr.  Clarke,  of  New  York,  then  moved 
"  That  the  bill,  with  the  amendmeot,  b«  recommit- 
ted to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  with  instruc- 
tions to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repealing  so 
much  of  the  law  upon  the  sudject  of  the  violation  of 
patents,  as  provides  for  the  recovery  of  triple  damages 
in  puits  brought  by  patentees  for  such  violation,  and 
that  where  judgment  shall  pass  for  defendant,  or  the 
plaintiff  become  non-suit,  or  suffer  discontinuance,  the 
defendant  shall  recover  double  costs." 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  recom- 
mitted accordingly. 

ROAD  FRO.M    MEMPHIS   TO  LITTLE  ROCK. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  provide  for  surveying  and 
making  a  road  from  Memphis,  in  Tennessee,  to 
Little  Rock,  in  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  was 
read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Ba.ssett  rose  and  said,  that,  as  several  bills 
on  this  subject  were  before  the  House,  he  wished 
that  opportunity  might  be  afforded,  to  those  who 
have  Constitutional  objections  to  acting  on  the 
subject  at  all,  to  discuss  the  general  principle  be- 
fore going  into  the  details.  This  was  more  widely 
involved  in  the  general  bill  which  had  been  re- 
ported for  estimates  and  surveys,  dec;  and,  in 
order  to  await  a  decision  on  that  bill,  he  moved 
to  lay  this  bill  on  the  table,  with  an  intention  that 
it  should  not  be  called  up  until  after  the  general 
bill  should  be  acted  upon. 

This  motion  was  negatived — ayes  76. 

Mr.  Floyd,  of  Virginia,  rose  and  inquired  whe- 
ther any  part  of  this  road  was  to  pass  through  the 
State  of  Tennessee,  or  whether  the  whole  of  it 
lay  exclusively  in  Arkansas?  His  vote  would 
entirely  depend  upon  the  answer  to  this  question. 
(After  It  was  answered,  that  no  part  of  this  road 
would  pass  through  the  State  of  Tennessee,  Mr. 
F.  said  he  had  then  no  objection  to  the  bill.] 

Mr.  Allen,  of  Tennessee,  advocated  the  bill, 
as  it  would  be  a  saving  of  more  than  four  or  five 
hundred  miles  to  emigrants,  in  reaching  the  lands 
of  that  Territory,  and  thus  facilitate  greatly  the 
settlement  of  the  public  lands.  It  was  no  new 
precedent,  but  had  frequently  been  done  for  Ter- 
ritories less  insulated  than  Arkansas. 

Mr.  CoNWAV  stated  the  facts  of  the  case.  Mem- 
phis is  situated  on  the  East  bank  of  Mississippi 
river,  in  the  Southwest  corner  of  the  State  of 
Tennessee,  at  the  point  on  the  river  commonly  de- 
nominated the  Lower  Chickasaw  Bluffs.  No  pari 
of  the  road,  therefore,  could  go  through  Tennessee 
unless  it  was  made  purposely  retrograde  to  effect 
that  object.  To  show  that  the  present  was  no 
novel  application  to  Congress,  Mr.  C.  referred  to 
a  series  of  acts  making  appropriations  for  similar 
objects.  In  1806,  §6,400  was  granted  for  a  road 
from  the  frontier  of  Georgia  toward  New  Orleans, 


in  the  31st  degree  of  north  latitude;  $6,000  wa« 
granted  the  same  year  for  a  road  from  the  Missis- 
sippi to  the  Ohio  ;  $6,000  for  another  road  from 
Nashville  to  Natchez.  , 

In  1811,  $6,000  was  appropriated  for  two  roads 
to  the  south  of  Lake  Erie.  In  1816,  $8,000  was 
given  for  a  road  from  Shawnee  Town,  on  the 
Ohio,  to  Kaskaskia. 

$10,000  had  been  granted,  in  1816,  to  open  a 
road  from  Fort  Hawkins,  in  Georgia,  to  Fort 
Stoddart,  in  Alabama,  and  another  from  Colum- 
bia, Tennessee,  to  Madisonville,  in  Louisiana. 

He  enumerated  also  several  grants  of  $4,000 
and  $5,000,  for  the  repair  of  roads  in  several  parts 
of  the  frontier.  He  was  far  from  complaining  of 
this  liberality  to  others — all  he  asked  was  a  proper 
participation  by  the  Territory  he  represented. 
That  Territory  was  insulated  in  its  situation; 
with  a  population  of  but  50,000  white  inhabitants, 
it  contained  from  40,000  to  50,000  Indians.  From 
various  indications  of  uneasiness  among  the  lat- 
ter, there  was  a  general  anticipation  of  another 
Indian  war,  twelve  or  eighteen  months  hence, 
possibly  sooner.  Without  such  a  road,  it  would 
be  impossible  to  transport  troops  and  munitions 
of  war  into  that  Territory  to  any  effect.  What 
they  asked  for  was  a  military  and  post  road. 
The  United  States  owned  within  that  Territory 
more  than  fifteen  millions  of  acres  of  land,  which 
could  not  come  to  a  market  for  want  of  a  road  to 
get  to  it.  He  had,  besides,  been  informed,  both 
by  the  Secretary  of  War  and  Quartermaster  Gen- 
eral, that  the  delay  of  mails  to  and  from  the  Ter- 
ritory was  so  great  that  no  returns  had  been  re- 
ceived in  proper  time,  if  at  all ;  the  proposed  road 
would  remove  this  evil,  and  facilitate  the  com- 
munication with  Government. 

Mr.  IsACKs,  of  Tennessee,  advocated  the  bill  at 
considerable  length,  dwelling  on  the  facilities  it 
would  furnish  to  emigration,  and  to  the  protec- 
tion of  the  Territory — on  the  importance  of  the 
Territory,  as  a  part  of  our  frontier  toward  Texas, 
and  the  policy  of  obtaining  for  it  a  substantial 
and  speedy  population. 

Mr.  Conway,  perceiving  that  some  members 
seemed  to  feel  hesitation  respecting  the  bill,  as 
proposing  a  road  which  began  its  course  in  Ten- 
nessee, moved  to  recommit  it,  with  instructions 
so  to  amend  the  bill,  as  to  provide  for  the  road's 
commencing  within  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  at 
a  point  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  oppo- 
site to  Memphis. 

Mr.  Trimble  thought  that  there  was  no  neces- 
sity for  this,  if  a  better  road,  and  cheaper,  might 
be  obtained  by  passing  for  a  few  miles  within  the 
State  of  Tennessee.  While  up,  he  would  re- 
mark, that  many  of  the  inhabitanU  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  Arkansas  came  within  our  jurisdiction 
solely  by  the  treaty  which  ceded  Louisiana  to  the 
United  States;  these  had  certainly  a  strong  claim 
on  \A  for  protection.  They  were  exposed  to  pe- 
culiar danger  from  the  great  accumulation  of  In- 
dians withm  that  Territory  since  it  became  Uni- 
ted States  property,  which  was  produced  by  the 
wise  policy  pursued  by  our  Government  in  other 
parts  of  the  frontier  in  separating  the  tribes  from 
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each  other.  In  Arkansas  they  were  now  in  a 
measure  concentrated,  and  being  withal  much  dis- 
sati>fied,  there  was  some  prospoct  of  war.  5,000 
Cherokees  are  to  be  added  to  their  numbers  in  the 
Spring.  Should  a  war  break  out,  the  necessity 
for  the  road  was  manifest.  Mr.  T.  was  decidedly 
friendly  to  the  bill. 

Some  further  conversation  took  place,  when 
the  bill  was  recommitted. 


Tuesday,  January  6. 

A  Message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  received  yesterday,  was  read  as  follows : 

To  the  House  of  Represenlalives  of  (he  United  States  .• 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  of  the  18th  of  December  last,  re- 
questing copies  of  contracts  for  cannon,  cannon  shot, 
muskets,  and  other  small  arms,  which  have  been  en- 
tered into  since  the  Ist  of  January,  1820,  and  for  other 
detailed  information  therein  specified,  I  herewith  trans- 
mit a  report,  with  accompanying  documents,  from  the 
Department  of  War. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Washixotos,  January  S,  1824. 

The  Message  and  accompanying  documents 
were  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Buchanan,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  whom  has  been  referred  sundry  me- 
morials upon  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  to  alter 
the  judicial  districts  of  Pennsylvania,  and  for 
other  purposes;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  CoU- 
yer  and  others ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Hemphill,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals,  to  which  was  recommitted  the  bill  to 
authorize  the  surveying  and  making  a  road  from 
Memphis,  in  the  State  of  Tennessee,  to  Little 
Rock,  in  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  reported  the 
same  with  an  amendment,  which  was  agreed  to 
by  the  House,  and  tffe  bill  was  ordered  to  be  re- 
engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Mercer,  from  the  committee  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  the  proposed  canal  to  unite  the  waters  of 
the  Chesapeake  bay  with  those  of  the  river  Ohio, 
to  which  was  referred  the  letter  of  William  H. 
Jones,  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  Shriver's  map 
of  the  country  through  which  the  said  canal  is 
proposed  to  pass,  reported  the  following  resolu- 
tioD*. 

Resolved,  That  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives be  directed  to  provide  such  charts,  maps, 
and  other  furniture,  for  the  several  committees  of  the 
House,  under  the  instruction  of  the  Speaker,  as  may 
be,  in  his  judgment,  calculated  to  facilitate  the  per- 
formance of  their  respective  duties. 

T-he  resolution  was  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

On  motion  ol  Mr.  J.  S.  Barbour,  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  changing 
by  law  the  route  of  the  main  western  mail  from 
Staunton,  in  Virginia,  to  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton ;  and  that  the  said  committee  inquire  if  it  be 


not  practicable  to  conduct  the  said  mail  by  ashorter 
and  better  route  than  that  which  is  now  pursued. 

Mr.  Brent  moved  that  the  House  do  come  to 
the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  report  of  the  land  commission- 
ers in  Louisiana,  together  with  all  the  evidence,  pa- 
pers, and  documents,  on  file  in  this  House,  relative  to 
the  claim  of  the  representatives  of  the  Marquis  de 
Maison  Rouge  to  a  tract  of  land  in  Ouachita,  in  Loui- 
siana, containing  thirty  square  leagues,  or  upwards^ 
he  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims, 
with  instructions  to  report  thereon,  with  a  view  to  the 
final  disposal  of  the  same. 

The  resolution,  after  some  debate,  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cook,  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  altering  the  time  of  holding  the  terms 
of  the  district  court  of  Illinois. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sloane,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  Parmenio  Adams,  who  contests 
the  election  of  Isaac  Wilson,  returned  a  member 
of  this  House,  be  permitted  to  appear  within  the 
bar,  and  be  heard  in  support  of  nis  petition,  dur- 
ing the  discussion  of  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Elections  on  said  petition. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cobb,  the  Committee  on  In- 
dian Aflairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  repealing  an  act,  entitled  "An  act 
making  provision  for  the  civilization  of  the  In- 
dian tribes  adjoining  the  frontier  settlements," 
i  passed  on  the  3d  day  of  March,  1819. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Prince,  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  granting  the  right  of  pre-emp- 
tion to  one  quarter  section  of  land  in  the  county 
of  Parke,  in  the  State  of  Indiana,  upon  which  to 
locate  the  seat  of  justice  for  said  county  :  provid- 
ed, the  same  shall  be  selected  previous  to  the  pub- 
lic lands  in  said  county  being  offered  for  sale. 

The  House  then  passed  to  the  order  of  the  day, 
which  was  the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday, 
and,  after  some  observations  of  Mr.  Cambreleno, 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Penelope  Denny,  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

MEMORI.\L  OF  D.  W.  COXE. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Committee 
on  Land  Claims,  stated  he  was  instructed  bv 
the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  ask 
that  they  be  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  memorial  of  Daniel  W.  Coxe, 
for  a  confirmation  of  a  grant  of  land  to  the 
Marquis  de  Maison  Rouge,  and  the  accompanying 
documents.  Asa  reason  for  making  this  request, 
he  said,  several  members,  of  whom  he  was  one, 
had  received  several  letters  from  Mr.  Coxe,  inti- 
mating he  had  not  requested  any  person  to  bring 
his  claim  before  Congress  at  this  session;  that  he 
had  withdrawn  his  vouchers;  had  sought  redress 
in  the  courts  of  Louisiana,  and  that  he  did  not 
wish  any  step  to  be  taken  by  Congress  in  relation 
to  his  claim. 

Mr.  C.  said  among  the  cases  referred  to  the 
committee,  there  was  a  memorial  of  Mr.  Coxe, 
dated  in  1820  3  that  there  was  on  file  no  proof  to 
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support  his  claim,  but  much  intended  to  invali- 
date it.  He  hoped  the  committee  would  be  dis- 
charged. 

Mr.  Brent  opposed  this  request,  and  contended 
that,  as  to  this  claim,  it  was  the  duty  of  this  House 
to  decide  upon  its  validity.  It  haa  been  reported 
on  four  years  ago,  and  the  final  decision  had  been 
delayed  by  Mr.  Coxe  all  tha^  time ;  the  result  of 
which  was,  that  the  lands  were  held  back  from 
market,  to  the  great  injury  both  of  Louisiana  and 
the  United  States.  He  now  withdraws  his  pa- 
pers ;  but  this  should  not  prevent  an  investigation. 
Did  he  believe  there  was  a  shadow  of  equity  in 
the  claim,  Mr.  B.  would  act  otherwise  ;  but  know- 
ing, as  he  did,  that  the  claim  was  illegal,  and  be- 
lieving it  to  be  a  most  iniquitous  one,  he  wished 
that  a  decision  of  the  committee  might  be  had,  to 
put  an  end  to  it.  He  admitted,  as  a  general  posi- 
tion, that  every  petitioner  has  aright  to  withdraw 
his  petition ;  but  there  were  exceptions  to  the 
rule. 

Mr.  J.  T.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  urged  the 
propriety  of  discharging  the  committee  from  the 
consideration  of  this  claim,  Mr.  Coxe  having  re- 
sorted to  the  courts  of  law  for  a  decision  of  it,  and 
withdrawn  it  from  this  House,  dec. 

The  question  being  taken,  the  committee  was 
discharged,  and  the  memorial  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

Mr.  Sloane  moved  to  postpone  all  the  orders 
of  the  day  previous  to  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Elections,  on  the  claim  of  Parmenio  Ad- 
ams to  the  seat,  in  this  House,  of  Isaac  Wilson. 
Agreed  to ;  and  the  House  went  into  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  on  that  report. 

[  The  facts  of  this  contested  election,  condensed 
from  a  pretty  long  report  of  the  Committee  on  Elec- 
tions, are  as  follows  :  In  the  county  of  Uenesee,  form- 
ing the  29th  Congressional  district  of  the  State  of 
New  York,  Isaac  Wilson  and  Parmenio  Adams  were 
opposing  candidates  for  Congress.  The  former  was 
returned  as  having  received  2,093  votes,  whilst  Par- 
menioAdams  had  2,077  votes.  The  petitioner,  Mr. 
Adams,  claims  the  seat  to  which  Mr.  Wilson  was  re- 
turned, on  the  ground  that,  in  the  town  of  China,  67 
votes  were  returned  for  the  silting  member,  whereas 
the  true  number  given  in  for  him  was  45  votes.  The 
sitting  member  as  a  ttet-offfor  this  error  (which  is  fully 
made  out)  ofTers  proof  of  12  votes  which  either  the 
petitioner  received  more  than  he  was  entitled  to,  or 
the  returned  member  was  not  allowed  credit  for  on  his 
side.  The  Committee  of  Election:*  report  that  five 
voles  should  be  deducted  for  error  from  the  number  of 
votes  returned  for  the  petitioner  from  the  town  of  At- 
tica. This  deduction,  however,  still  leaves  him  a  ma- 
jority, after  the  error  on  the  opposite  bide  is  deducted, 
of  one  vote  over  the  sitting  member.  The  committee 
therefore  recommend  to  the  House,  to  reject  Isaac 
Wilson,  and  admit  Parmenio  AJams  to  a  seat  in  the 
House  as  the  Representative  from  the  29th  district  be* 
fore  mentioned.] 

The  report  of  the  committee,  together  with  the 
whole  of  the  testimony,  was  read,  and  the  ques- 
tion being  on  concurring  with  the  first  resolution 


of  the  committee,  viz:  "That  Isaac  Wilson  is 
not  entitled  to  a  seat  in  this  House  " — 

Mr.  Tho'mpson,  of  Kentucky,  moved,  as  an 
amendment,  that  neither  P.  Adams  nor  Isaac 
Wilson  is  entitled  to  a  seat  in  this  House.  [  Oa 
this  and  the  subsequent  questions  on  the  same 
general  subject  a  debate  arose,  which  occupied  the 
House  during  the  whole  day.  This  amendment 
was  subsequently  withdrawn,  and  the  questioa 
being  taken  on  the  first  resolution,  as  reported  by 
the  Committee  of  Elections,  was  carried  in  the 
affirmative — yeas  139. 

The  question  being  on  the  second  resolution^ 
viz  :  "  That  Parmenio  Adams  is  entitled  to  a  seat, 
in  this  House." 

Mr.  Thompson,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  amend 
the  resolution  by  insertmg  the  word  "  not." 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  moved^ 
that  the  Committee  rise  and  report  progress,  which 
was  lost.     Ayes  68,  noes  100. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  amendment, 
(which  declares  that  Parmenio  Adams  is  not  en- 
titled to  a  seat,)  it  was  decided  in  the  negative. 
Ayes  70,  noes  101. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  agreeing  to  the 
second  resolution,  as  reported  by  the  Committee 
of  Elections,  it  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

On  which  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  rose 
and  reported  accordingly. 

In  the  House — Mr.  Cocke  moved  to  lay  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  table ; 
and,  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  decided  ia 
the  negative. 

The  first  resolution  was  concurred  in  by  the 
House. 

The  question  being  on  the  second  resolution, 

Mr.  White  moved  to  amend  the  report,  by 
striking;  out  all  that  follows  the  word  "resolved," 
and  substituting  the  following: 

•'  That,  in  the  case  of  the  contested  election  of  Isaac 
Wilson,  by  Parmenio  Adams,  it  is  doubtful,  from  the 
evidence,  who  ought  to  have  been  returned  the  mem- 
ber to  the  present  Congress,  from  the  29tb  Congres- 
sional district  in  the  State  of  New  York ;  and,  believing 
that  no  man  ought  to  exercise  the  high  and  honorable 
station  of  Representative  of  the  people,  by  virtue  of  a 
vote  short  of  a  clear  majority  of  those  given  at  the 
polls  ;  and  believing,  also,  that  the  people  of  that  dta- 
trict  are  competent,  and  ought,  of  right,  to  judge  of 
and  correct  the  return — 

"  Therefore,  resolved.  That  the  sent  of  Isaac  Wilaon, 
the  member  returned  from  the  29th  Congressional  dit* 
trict,  ia  vacant. 

"  Resolved,  That  a  writ  of  election  do  forthwith 
issue  to  supply  the  aforesaid  vacancy,  occasioned  by  the 
improper  return  of  Itsaac  Wilson  to  a  seat  in  this 
House." 

The  question  being  taken  on  this  amendment, 
it  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Little  then  moved  to  amend  the  second 
resolution,  by  inserting  the  word  "not."  Before 
the  question  was  taken, 

Mr.  Foot  moved  to  postpone  the  decision  till 
to-morrow,  to  allow  time  for  further  reflection  ; 


i] 


which  was  carried,  ayes  92,  noes  87. 
House  adjourned. 


And  the 
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Wednesday,  January  7. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  the  follow- 
ing commuDicatioos: 

I.  A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  Stale,  trans- 
mitting a  list  of  the  names  of  persons  to  whom 
patents  hare  been  issued  for  any  new  or  useful 
art,  machine,  manufacture,  or  composition  of  mat- 
ter, or  any  improvement  thereon,  during  the  last 
year;  which  letter  and  list  were  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

II.  A  letter  from  the  Comptroller  of  the  Trea- 
sury, transmitting  a  statement  of  the  accounts 
which  have  remained  unsettled,  or  on  which  bal- 
ances appear  to  have  been  due  more  than  three 
years,  prior  to  the  30th  of  September  last,  on  the 
books  of  the  Second  Auditor  of  the  Treasury ; 
which  letter  and  statement  were  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

III.  A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
transmitting  an  abstract  exhibiting  the  expendi- 
tures under  the  head  of  contingent  expenses,  for 
the  year  ending  on  the  30th  of  September  last; 
which  letter  and  abstract  were  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  made  unfavorable  reports  on  the  cases 
of  John  Stealy,  Elisha  Wade,  and  John  and 
George  Salady  ;  which  reports  were  ordered  to 
he  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Whittlesey,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Alvin 
Bronson  ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Philip  P.  BARBorH,  the 
Committeeon  Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
providing,  by  law,  for  payment  of  the  legal  rep- 
resentatives of  Abner  Porter,  deceased,  for  a  quan- 
tity of  corn  furnished  by  said  Porter  to  the  conti- 
nental station  at  the  Albemarle  barracks,  in  Vir- 
ginia, during  the  Revolutionary  war. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  authorize 
the  surveying  and  making  a  road  from  a  point 
opposite  the  town  of  Memphis,  in  the  State  of 
Tennessee,  to  Little  Rock,  in  the  Territory  of 
Arkansas,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Moore,  of  Alabama,  laid  the  following 
resolution  on  the  table,  for  consideration  on  to- 
morrow, viz  : 

Resolved,  Thit  the  following  amrndmcnt  be  made 
to  the  I3ih  standing  rule  of  this  House  :  line  2,  nftcr 
the  word  ''Department,"  insert  "  the  Attorney  Gen- 
eral ;"  and,  in  the  13th  line,  after  t!ie  same  word,  in- 
sert  "  or  may  have  held  the  office  of  District  Attorney 
of  the  United  States." 

CONTRACTS  FOR  CANNON,  Ac. 

Mr.  Cocke  moved  to  take  up  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  (enclosed  in  the  President's 
Message  of  yesterday,)  respecting  certain  contracts 
for  cannon,  cannon  shot,  and  small  a:ax^,  and  refer 
it  to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  Lathrop  moved  that  the  report  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  Cocke  said  it  had  been  the  universal  prac- 
tice of  the  House,  where  documents  were  obtained 


from  the  Departments  by  special  calls  of  the  House, 
to  allow  the  mover  of  the  call  to  have  the  docu- 
ments submitted  toa  select  committee.  The  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs  were  already  crowded 
with  business,  to  which,  if  they  suitably  attended, 
(and  he  did  not  doubt  they  would  do  so,)  their 
hands  would  be  full.  He  hoped  that  committee 
would  make  a  general  and  timeous  report  on  all 
the  matters  before  them,  so  that  the  House  might 
have  opportunity  to  consider  it  some  time  before 
the  appropriation  bill  at  the  close  of  the  session 
was  passed.  He  asked  it,  as  a  courtesy,  that  the 
gentleman  would  withdraw  his  motion. 

Mr.  Lathrop  consented  to  withdraw  it  accord- 
ingly, and  the  documents  were  referred,  as  moved 
by  Mr.  Cocke,  to  a  select  committee  ;  and  Messrs. 
Cocke,  Smyth,  Sterling,  Marvin,  Buchanan, 
Bas.sett,  and  McLean,  of  Ohio,  were  appointed 
the  said  select  committee. 

CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

The  House  took  up  the  unfinished  business  of 
yesterday,  which  was  the  motion  of  Mr.  Little 
to  insert  the  word  "  not"  in  the  second  resolution 
reported  by  the  Committee  of  Elections,  so  as  to 
make  it  read,  "that  Parmenio  Adams  is  "not" 
entitled  to  a  beat  in  this  House." 

Tiie  debate  on  this  subject  was  continued  till 
nearly  three  o'clock,  when,  the  question  being 
taken  on  the  amendment,  it  was  decided  in  the 
negative — ayes  85,  noes  112. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  agreeing  with 
the  report  of  the  committee,  (which  admits  Mr. 
Adams  to  a  seat,)  was  decided  in  the  affirmative 
— yeas  116,  nays  85,  as  follows: 

Vbas — Messrs.  Alexander  of  Tennessee,  Allen  of 
Massachusetts,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Archer,  Bailey, 
Baylies,  P.  P.  Barbour,  J.  8.  Barbour,  Barliett,  Beech- 
er,  Blair,  Buchanan,  Burleigh,  Cady,  Campbell  of 
South  Carolina,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Carter,  Cassedy, 
Condict,  Cook,  Culpepcr,  Cushman,  Cuthbert,  Durfee, 
Dwight,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Farrelly, 
Forward,  Frost,  Fuller,  Garnett,  Gatlin,  Hall,  Ham- 
ilton, Harvey,  Hayden,  Hemphill,  Henry,  Herrick, 
Herkimer,  Hobart,  Holrombe,  Hooks,  Houston,  Ing- 
ham, Isacks,  Jenkins.  Jennings,  F.  Johnson,  Kidder, 
Lathrop,  Lawrence,  Lee,  Leftwich,  Lincoln,  Liver- 
more,  Locke,  Long,  Longfellow,  Mc.\rthur,  McDuRic, 
McKee,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Mallary,  Markley,  Martin- 
dale,  Marvin,  Mercer,  .Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania, 
.Moore  of  Kentucky,  Moore  of  Alabamii,  Slorgan, 
.\eale,  Newton,  O'Brien,  Owen,  Patterson  of  Ohio, 
Plumer  of  New  Hampshire,  Poinsett,  Rankin,  Reed, 
Reynolds,  Rich,  Rogers,  Rose,  Sharpe.  Sloiine,  Arthur 
Smith,  Standefcr,  Sterling,  J.  Stephenson,  Stewart, 
Stoddard,  Storrs,  Strong.  Swan,  Taylor,  Tod,  Tom- 
linson,  Tracy,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tyson,  Vance  of 
North  Carolina,  Vanre  of  Ohio,  Van  Rensselaer,  Vin- 
ton, Warfield,  W  ebster,  Whipple,  Whittlesey,  Wil- 
liams of  New  York,  Henry  Wilson,  Wilson  of  Ohio, 
Wood,  and  Woods. 

Nats — Messrs.  Abbot.  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Al- 
lison, Bali,  Barber  of  Connecticut,  Bartley,  Baasett, 
Brailley,  Brcck,  Brent,  Brown,  Buck,  Buckner,  Bur- 
ton, Canibreleng,  Clark,  Cubb,  Cocke,  Collins,  Con- 
ner, Craflj*,  Crowniiishield,  Viy,  Dwinell,  Eaton, 
Edwards  of  North  C-arolina.  Ellis,  Floyd,  Foot  of 
Connecticut,  Fooie  of  New  York,  Forsyth,  Garrison, 
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Gazlay,  Gist,  Govan,  Gurley,  Harris,  Hayward,  Hoge-  |  lot,  which  effected  nothing  on  either  side,  it  was 
boom,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  J.  T.  Johnson,  Kent,  |  replied  that  many  other  officers  besides  members 
Kremer,  Letcher,  Litchfield,  LillJe,  McCoy,  McKoan,  of  Congress,  were  voted  for  at  the  same  time,  and 
McKim,  McLane  of  Delaware,  Mangum,  Matlack,  that  he  might  have  gone  to  the  polls  to  vote  effec- 
Metcalfe,  Miller.  Mitchell  of  Maryland,  Patterson  of  tuallv  for  these,  or  some  of  them,  without  wishing 
Pennsylvania,  Plumer  of  Pennsylvania,  Prince,  Ran-  ^^y  ^flect  by  his  vote  the  choice  of  Congressman 
dolph,  Richards,  Ross,  Saunders,  Sandford,  Scott,  ^j  ^11.  The  advocates  of  Mr.  Wilson,  however, 
Sibley,  Alexander  Smyth.  W.lham   Smith    Spaight,    j^^.^j  ^^^  j^e  instances  of  blank  votes  given  in 

A^Stevenson  1  en  Eyck,  Test  Thompson  of  Georgia,  ,jhe  State  Legislature,  or  in  Congress,  formed  a 

Thompson  of  Kentucky,   Tucker  of  South  Carohna,  '  „^^,^  •„  „^-    ,  r  k«...,..oI   ,k^  «  ,u       i-  ,;  ^  ♦..— . 

Udree,  Van  Wyck.  W.vne,  Whitman,  White,  Wick-  ^'^^  '"  P*^'"/'  hecause  there,  the  election  turning 
liffe,  Williams  of  Virginia.  Williams  of  North  Caro-  ,  ??  a  majority  of  the  whole  number  of  votes  given, 
lina,  James  Wilson,  Wilson  of  South  Carolina,  and  1  ^lank  votes  were  counted,  and  therefore  did,  ulti 


Wright 

And  thereupon,  the  said  Par.menio  Adams  ap- 


mately  and  indirectly,  affect  the  election;  but  in 
public  elections  at  the  polls,  the  greater  number  of 
votes  alone  was  considered,  and  a  blank  ballot,  not 


peared,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat  as  one  of  being  counted,  effected  absolutely  nothing.  They 
the  Representatives  in  this  House  for  the  State  of  rejected,  as  derogatory  to  the  character  of  an 
New  "\  ork.  American  freeman,  the  idea  that  he  could  be  intim- 

(The  debate  in  the  House  of  Representatives  idated  into  acting  the  farce  of  depositing  a  blank 
on  the  contested  election  from  the  29ih  District  of  ballot ;  but  were  answered  by  the  iact  that,  in  th^ 
the  State  of  New  York,  turned  in  effect  upon  a  part  of  the  State  of  New  York,  great  intiuence  is 
single  point,  VIZ :  whether  a  printed  ballot,  having  exerted  over  voters  by  the  agents  of  great  land 
the  stroke  of  a  pen  drawn  through  it.  should  or  companies,  to  whom  voters  are  indebted  on  ac- 
should  not  be  admitted  as  a  valid  vote.  From  the  count  of  their  farms  ;  one  of  these  companies,  (the 
returns  of  the  inspectors  of  the  election,  it  was  ad- I  Holland  Land  Company,)  owns  a  tract  which 
mitted,  on  all  hands,  that  the  two  candidates  came  covers  six  entire  counties,  and  its  agent  exercises 
within  a  single  vote  of  having  an  equal  number:  a  well  known  and  powerful  influence  in  political 
the  same  returns,  or  rather  the  certificates  accom-    matters,  &c. 

panying  them,  stated  that  one  of  the  votes  for  Isaac  |      The  propriety  of  rejecting  the  erased  or  crossed 
VVilson  was   of  the   description  mentioned:  the  i  ballot,  was  advocated  by  Mr.  Storrs,  Mr.  Mar- 
printed  letters  were  distinctly  legible,  but  a  dash  '  tindale,  Mr.  Baylies,  Mr.  F'arrelly,  Mr.  Mal- 
"with  a  pen  was  drawn  across  the  whole  name :  on  i  lary,  and  Mr.  Sloane  ;  and  opposed  by  Mr.  Ten 
tiiis  account  the  inspectors  rejected  the  vote,  and    Eyck,  Mr.  Tho-mpson,  of  Kentucky,  Mr.  Ellis, 
it  was  not  counted.     The  omission  of  this  ballot,  '  Mr.  Wright,  and  Mr.  Little. 
after  the  deduction  on  each  side  for  erroneous  re-  I      Those  who  supported  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
turns,  gave  Mr.  Adams  a  majority  of  one.     The  ad-  !  Little,  which  went  also  to  exclude  Mr.  Adams 
vocates  of  Mr.  WiUon  contended  that,  as  the  ballot  !  from  a  seat  in  the  House,  were,  Mr.  Gazlay,  Mr. 
contained  no  other  name,  and  it  was  not  to  be  pre-  |  Little.  Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  Camberleng,  Mr.  Man- 
sumed  that  the  elector  would  give  in  a  blank  bal-  i  gum,  and  Mr.  Hogeboom.     Those  who  opposed  it 
lot,  the  mark  with  the  pen  ought  to  be  disregarded,  i  were,  Mr.  Wood,  Mr.  McDuffie,  Mr.  Mallary, 
and  the  vote  counted  as  good:  for  it  was  possible  j  Mr.  Storr.s,  and  Mr.  Sloane.     The  debate  cov- 
thc  voter  might  have  been  an  old  man,  and  did  :  ered  the  same  ground  as  that  of  yesterday.] 
not  see  the  line  across  the  name,  or  a  simple  man,  '      The  following  is  the  substance  of  the  remarks 
who,  intending  to  vote  for  Mr.  Wilson,  had  been    of  Mr.  Storrs,  of  New  York: 
cheated  out  of  his  vote,  by  having  this  obliterated  j      Mr.  Storrs  said  that,  as  the  House  acted  on 
ballot  put  into  his  hand  by  an  advocate  of  the  op-    the  subject  before  them  rather  in  a  judicial   than 
posite  candidate,  &.c.     On  the  other  hand,  it  was    legislative  capacity,  he  begged  leave  to  offer  those 
lUMsted  that  the  inspectors  were,  by  the  laws  of  i  considerations  which  had  led  him  to  concur  in  the 
New  York,  the  Constitutional  judges  of  the  genu-  \  report  of  the  Committee  on  Elections.     The  only 
ineuess  or  fraudulent  character  of  the  ballots ;  that  i  anxiety  of  the  House  must  be  to  do  justice  to  the 
they  liad  decided  on  this  ballot  from  ocular  in-  i  parties  before  them  on  a  matter  of  private  right, 
spection,  publicly,  under  oath, and  with  entire  una-  '  for  so  he  considered  its  true  nature  to  be;  and  the 
nimity ;  and  that  it  was  no  uncommon  thing,  in  that  j  Constitution  had  invested  the  House  with  the  of- 
Siate,  to  erase  names  printed  on  election  tickets,  ,  fice  of  judges  on  the   question.     He   considered 
and  even  to  put  ballots,  entirely  blank,  into  the    himself  as  acting  under  the  solemn  sanctions  of 
ballot  boxes;  instances  of  which  were  quoted  as  I  that  character,  and  bound   by  the  same  integrity 
having  taken  place  in  ballotings  in  the  Legi.sla-  I  which  should  operate  on  a  judicial  tribunal  in  the 


ture  of  New  York,  and  also  in  Congress.  That 
the  voter  might  have  been  induced  by  a  fear  of 
offending  Mr.  Wilson,  or  some  friend  of  his,  to  ap- 
pear to  vole  for  him,  while  the  voter  secretly  nul- 
lified the  vote  by  first  obliterating  the  name.  (The 
ballots  are  folded  up,  so  as  that  the  name  is  con- 
cealed.) To  an  objection  that  the  voter  must  be 
out  of  his  senses  to  lose  a  day  in  attending  the 
polls  merely  for  the  sake  of  putting  in  a  blank  bal- 


ordinary  administration  of  justice. 

The  questions,  said  Mr.  S.,  for  the  decision  of 
the  House,  were  reduced  to  one  or  two  proposi- 
tions, capable  of  being  easily  understood,  but  they 
involved  considerations  extremely  interesting  to 
the  State  which  he  had  the  honor,  with  others,  to 
represent,  and  deeply  affecting  the  preservation  of 
the  purity  and  character  of  her  electoral  system. 
It  appears  that  the   majority  returned  for  the  sit- 
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ting  member  (Mr.  Wilson)  was  16;  but  that, 
after  aliowiog  to  the  petitioner  (Mr.  Adams)  22 
votes,  lost  io  the  returns  by  a  clerical  error,  and 
to  the  sitting  member  5  votes,  to  which  he  also  is 
entitled  for  the  ^ame  reason,  the  petitioner  has  a 
majority  o(  otie  vote,  unless  the  House  should  fur- 
ther allow,  to  the  sitting  member,  as  single,  three 
double  votes  rejected  by  the  inspectors  as  fraudu- 
lent, which  would  give  to  him  a  majority  of  two. 
If,  however,  the  double  votes  are  rejected,  then 
the  sitting  member  still  claims  that  he  should  be 
allowed  an  erased  printed  ballot,  found  in  the  bal- 
lot box,  in  the  town  of  Middlebury  ;  which  was 
rejected  bv  the  inspectors  as  a  blank  ballot.  The 
enect  of  allowing  this  vote  is  to  produce  a  tie,  and 
involves  the  negative  of  the  resolution  of  the 
Committee  of  Elections;  which  declares  that  Mr. 
Adams  u  entitled  to  the  seat.  Mr.  S.  said  that, 
ia  his  judgment,  none  of  those  votes  could  be 
justly  claimed  by  the  sitting  member. 

By  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Stales,  said 
Mr.  S.,  the  States  are  authorized  to  prescribe  the 
time,  places,  and  manner,  of  holding  elections  for 
Representatives  to  Congress.  Of  necessity,  they 
had  the  power  of  prescribing  such  regulations  as 
should  eaectually  prevent  the  fair  choice  of  the 
majority,  honestly  exercising  their  privileges,  from 
being  defeated  by  the  practices  of  fraudulent  vo- 
ters. The  mode,  adopted  in  New  York,  of  voting 
by  ballot,  might  present  intrinsic  difficulties  to  the 
complete  attainment  of  this  object ;  but,  so  far  as 
it  is  susceptible  of  being  done,  the  Legislature  has 
provided  such  safeguards  as  to  them  seemed  best 
adapted  to  effect  it.  It  is  by  law  imperatively 
made  the  duty  of  inspectors  to  destroy  such  double 
ballots  as,  on  a  comparison  with  the  poll  lists,  and 
from  actual  inspection,  clearly  appear  to  be  frau- 
dulent. In  the  cases  now  before  the  House,  it 
was  demonstrated  by  the  poll  lists  that,  counting 
them  as  folded  ballots,  the  exce>s  of  votes  was 
precisely  in  each  case  equal  to  the  number  rejected 
as  fraudulent.  The  evidence  shows  that  the  in- 
spectors acted  in  good  faith,  and,  in  his  opinion, 
correctly.  In  addition  to  the  demonstration  of 
the  fraud,  by  the  state  of  the  poll  lists,  they  had 
the  actual  inspection  of  the  ballots.  The  folding 
of  these  votes  could,  therefore,  not  be  attributed 
reasonably  to  accident.  With  such  evidence  of 
their  character  and  appearance,  it  would  be  little 
short  of  a  miracle.  There  was  no  evidence  to  im- 
peach the  judgment  of  the  inspectors,  except  what 
was  founded  on  speculation.  It  was,  indeed,  with- 
in the  broad  range  of  bare  possibility,  that  the 
circumstance  may  have  been  accidental ;  but,  as 
the  question  rests  upon,  and  must  be  settled  by, 
evidence,  Mr.  S.  considered  the  proof  of  fraud  as 
clear  aad  conclusive.  The  presiding  officers  acted 
under  the  sanction  of  an  oath  ;  the  clerks  of  the 
poll  lists  were  also  sworn  to  the  faithful  perform- 
ance of  their  duty,  and  a  high  respect  should  be 
held  for  the  judgment  of  men  thus  dischargmg  a 
public  duty  where  the  correctness  of  their  decision 
was  unimpeached  by  contrary  evidence,  and  their 
motives  unquestioned  and  unsuspected.  It  was 
altogether  safer  to  trust  the  decision  of  such  a 
point  to  the  inspectors,  than  to  draw  it  in  question 


here,  where,  from  the  destruction  of  the  poll  list, 
and  the  ballots  themselves,  the  House  possessed 
but  scanty  materials  for  decision.  He  knew  well 
that  the  House  had  always  exercised  a  liberal  dis- 
cretion in  correcting  all  errors  in  the  returns  of 
votes,  so  that  the  negligence  or  irregularities  of 
inspectors  should  not  defeat  the  actual  will  of  the 
majority,  when  fairly  expressed.  He  would  not 
say,  that,  on  a  question  like  that  now  before  the 
House,  they  were  not  constitutionally  competent 
to  act  and  decide;  but  he  thought  that  a  very 
clear  and  strong  case  of  error  should  be  made  out 
to  induce  the  Houae  to  interfere  with  the  judgment 
of  the  inspectors.  It  was,  however,  generally  safer 
to  leave  the  question  to  the  tribunal  to  which  the 
law  of  the  State  had  confided  its  decision,  reserv- 
ing to  the  House,  only  in  extreme  and  clear  cases, 
a  supervisory  power  over  their  conduct. 

The  sitting  member  claims,  in  his  argument 
addressed  to  the  Committee  of  Elections,  that,  on 
principles  of  equity,  these  double  votes  should  be 
allowed  as  single.  Mr.  S.  thought  that  these  votes 
could  not  be  counted,  on  any  principles  consistent 
with  the  purity  and  fairness  of  elections.  The 
first  principle  of  an  elective  system  is,  that  the 
will  of  the  majority  should  govern.  The  elector 
who  attempts  this  fraud,  meditates  the  defeat  of 
their  will  and  choice,  and  aims  at  the  subversion 
of  the  wl\ole  system.  He  deserves  neither  grace, 
favor,  nor  privilege,  at  our  hands.  Instead  of  act- 
ing in  the  exercise  of  his  just  rights,  in  the  elec- 
tive franchise,  he  treacherously  uses  it  only  as  the 
means  of  destroying  the  rights  of  the  whole  com- 
munity. He  is  not  justly  said  to  be  in  the  exer- 
cise of  his  elective  right  at  all.  No  elector  can 
claim  the  exercise  of  this  valuable  Constitutional 
privilege,  but  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the 
Constitution  and  laws  for  the  general  security  of 
all.  The  punishment  inflicted  by  the  loss  of  his 
votes,  operates  on  his  own  part  as  a  voluntary  for- 
feiture of  his  right.  He  is  not  disfranchised  by 
the  law  itself.  It  is  the  effect  of  his  own  folly, 
and  a  free  renunciation  of  his  privilege,  if  de- 
tected. Good  order,  public  morals,  the  equal 
rights  of  all,  and  the  nature  of  the  privilege  itself, 
necessarily  requires  its  regulation.  He  may  set 
at  defiance  the  salutary  restraints  of  the  law,  and 
surrender  up,  at  his  own  criminal  option,  his  priv- 
ileges as  a  Ireeman  in  this  case,  as  he  may  in  many 
others;  but  the  sacrifice  of  his  rights  is  sponta- 
neous, and  he  is  the  voluntary  victim  of  punish- 
ment. The  security  of  the  whole  requires  that  he 
should  vote  fairly,  or  not  at  all.  To  allow  these 
votes,  when  detected,  as  single,  operates  as  an  en- 
couragement to  these  practices.  The  only  risk, 
in  the  complete  success  of  such  an  iniquitous 
scheme,  w^ould  be  the  bare  chance  of  detection, 
and  detection  without  forfeiture.  Mr.  S.  remarked 
that  the  case  now  before  the  House  was  a  most 
remarkable  instance  in  which  the  fraud  had  de- 
feated Its  own  purpose.  Had  these  voters  hon- 
estly exercised  their  elective  right,  the  sitting 
member,  who  seems  to  have  been  their  favorite 
candidate,  would  have  had  an  undoubted  majo- 
rity of  two  votes.  The  entire  loss  of  their  votes 
may  defeat  bis  election,  and  the  result  may  for- 
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tunately  operate  as  an  example,  perhaps  of  more 
practical  value  hereafter,  in  restraint  of  fraud, 
than  the  imperfect  sanctions  of  law.  Viewing 
the  subject  under  the  influence  of  the  considera- 
tions which  he  had  stated,  Mr.  S.  'said  that  he 
felt  bound  to  vote  in  favor  of  the  resolution  de- 


common  or  unaccountable  in  the  fact  that  blank 
votes  are  or  should  be  given.  It  had  repeatedly 
occurred  in  the  State  of  New  York  and  else- 
where, on  various  occasions.  It  might  be  solved 
by  various  considerations.  A  voter  may  believe 
{  that  he  may  incur  the  resentment  of  a  merciless 


daring  the  silting  member  not  entitled  to  a  seat  ,  creditor  of  high  party  feelings,  if  he  refuses   to 
in  the  House.  promote  his  views,  or  that  he  may  fall  under  the 

On  the  question,  whether  the  erased  printed  I  displeasure  of  a  powerful  political  man  who  might 
ballot  should  be  counted  to  the  sitting  member,  1  exert  his  influence  to  his  injury.  He  may  bon- 
Mr.  S.  said,  that  one  fact  appeared  from  the  docu-  esily  dislike  the  candidate  of  his  own  party,  and 
ments  which  deservedly  had  great  weight  with  j  conscientiously  refuse  to  unite  in  his  election,  and 
bim.  In  the  town  of  Middlebury.  where  this  vote  I  feel  and  know  that  he  is  secure  at  the  time  in  re- 
was  given,  the  sitting  member  received  a  large  j  fusing  by  a  blank  ballot  to  sacrifice  his  integrity 
majority.  It  was  a  lair  and  just  inference  that  |  and  duty  to  his  country.  He  may  conscientiously 
the  inspectors  of  election,  whose  offices  are  also  decline  to  vote  for  his  opponent,  whose  political 
elective,  were  the  political  friends  of  the  candidate  '  principles  may  be  obnoxious,  and  may  be  unwil- 
having  so  large  a  majority  in  that  town.  The  ling  that  it  should  be  believed  that  he  would,  by 
rejection  of  this  ballot,  as  a  blank,  may,  therefore,  refusing  to  vote  altogether,  violate  that  party  dis- 
be  considered  as  having  been  decided  on  under  '  cipline  which  he  may  Itonestly  think  necessary  to 
circumstances  peculiarly  calculated  to  prevent  in-  j  the  preservation  of  principles.  By  what  motives 
justice  to  the  sitting  member's  claims.  I  am  not,  I  the  person  who  gave  this  vote  may  have  been 
said  Mr.  8.,  disposed  even  to  suspect  that  the  de-  actuated,  it  is  useless  to  inquire  and  unnecessary 
cision  of  inspectors,  under  such  circumstances,  has  to  determine.  It  is  his  privilege,  if  he  pleases,  to 
been  erroneous.  Had  they  been  friendly  to  his  exercise  it  in  that  way,  that  he  might,  without 
competitor,  I  would  more  liberally  and  strictly  '  exposure  or  injury  to  himself  or  offence  to  others, 
scrutinize  their  judgment.     This  election  seems,    adopt  this  mode  of  voting — and  virtually  indicate 


from  the  result  of  votes,  to  have  been  warmly 
contested  at  the  polls,  and  the  decision  of  the 
board  of  inspectors,  in  the  case  of  this  obliterated 
ballot,  was  unanimous.  I  can  assure  the  House 
that,  in  the  elections  of  New  York,  there  is  an 


his  dislike  of  both  candidates.  He  may  intend  to 
reprobate  the  nomination  of  his  own  party — per- 
haps to  insult  the  feelings  of  the  candidate.  He 
may  even  adopt  it  from  motives  of  delicacy  to  a 
personal  friend  or  neighbor  who  may  be  the  can- 


abundant  scrutiny  and  watchfulness  over  the  con-  |  didate  of  his  own  party,  whose  good  will  he  might 
duct  of  pre^iding  officers.  It  is  not  a  thing  of  not  wish  to  impair  by  openly  declining  to  vote  at 
easy  accomplishment  there,  by  a  board  of  inspect-  all.  These,  and  many  other  solutions  of  his  mo- 
ors, even  hostile  to  a  candidate,  to  do  him  injust-  1  tives,  may  be  easily  imagined, 
ice,  in  a  canvass  of  votes.  But,  when  his  own  !  In  times  of  high  party  excitement,  (and  the 
friends  have  been  his  judges,  we  should  very  cau-  Slate  of  New  York  has  suffered  many  violent  po- 
tiously  listen  to  suggestions  which  are  calculated  ,  litical  convulsions,)  the  ballot  boxes  afford  perfect 
to  impeach  tlie  justice  of  their  decision.  The  security  from  persecution  and  political  revenge, 
canvass  of  votes  was  open  and  public.  As  in  all  The  debtor  may  esca{)e  the  fangs  of  oppression — 
elections  in  the  Stale,  curiosity  and  anxiety  at-  the  lowest  and  humblest  man  may  fearlessly  exer- 
tracted  to  the  canvass,  on  the  opening  of  the  box-  cise  his  elective  right — the  tenantry  of  opulent 
es,  many  of  the  personal  and  political  friends  of  landlords,  or  men  of  great  political  power,  may 
all  the  candidates;  it  is  singular  thai,  of  all  who  ,  freely  and  securely  vole  and  feel  that  they  are 
probably  attended  this  scrutiny,  no  one,  even  of  i  protected.  In  the  Slate  of  New  York  this  system 
all  the  electors  present,  has  been  found  to  give  an  !  has  been  deemed  the  wisest  and  best  calculated 
opinion  that  this  decision  was  erroneous.  The  j  for  preserving  the  unbiassed  expression  of  public 
personal  inspection  of  this  ballot  was  free  to  all,  '  sentiment.  Mr.  S.  said  that  he  felt  a  deep  inter- 
and  we  cannot  here  have  the  opportunity  of  its  .  est  in  its  perpetuation,  as  affording  a  shield  and 
examination  for  ourselves.  The  intention  of  the  '  protection  against  all  the  exertions  and  strength 
person  who  gave  it  was  to  be  inferred  most  accu-  j  of  undue  influence  from  every  source  of  corruption 
rately,  indeed,  solely,  from  its  appearance,  and  !  or  oppression.  The  situation  of  that  State  is  in 
from  actual  inspection.  }  some  respects  peculiar.     The  lands  in  that  State 

On  the  question  of  fact,  the  proofs  before  us  j  are,  and  have  been,  held  by  large  proprietors.  In 
unanimously  agree.  The  principal  circumstance  j  some  parts  of  the  State,  townships  and  counties 
urged  against  the  conclusion  of  the  inspectors  is,  |  have  been  patented  to  individuals  or  companies, 


that  the  original  print  on  this  ballot  was  still 
legible.  It  was  a  circumstance  most  easily  to  be 
accounted  for.  The  mere  experiment  of  erasing, 
by  a  dash  of  the  pen,  any  impres.sion  of  the  type, 
will  show  that  the  obliteration  is  not  total.  But 
the  question  presented  for  decision  was,  whether, 
under  all  the  circumstances  and  the  aspect  of  that 
vote,  it  was  not  manifestly  the  intention  of  the 
voter  to  treat  it  as  a  blank.     There  is  nothing  un- 


who  might,  in  party  times,  exercise  a  most  perni- 
cious influence  over  those  dependent  on  them. 
To  guard  against  the  operation  of  such  an  influ- 
ence on  the  electors,  the  right  of  voting  by  ballot 
is  the  best  security.  As  an  example  of  the  situa- 
tion of  a  part  of  the  Western  country,  Mr.  S. 
alluded  to  the  fact  ihat  several  counties  were 
chiefly  held  by  a  single  association — the  Holland 
Land  Company.     In  each  county  this  company 
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had  a  land  office,  and  the  subordinate  agents  were 
scattered  throughout  the  whole  tract.  The  debt 
due  to  this  company,  from  settlers,  amounted  to 
several  millions.  It  was  probably  in  the  power 
of  the  agents,  should  they  enforce  the  legal  rights 
of  the  proprietors,  on  contracts  forfeited  for  non- 
payment, to  turn  out  of  doors  some  thousands  of 
families.  What,  said  Mr.  S.,  can  so  effectually 
protect  the  fair  exercise  of  the  elective  franchise, 
under  such  circumstances,  but  the  consciousness 
of  the  electors  that,  in  voting  by  ballot,  they  may, 
without  danger,  in  the  worst  of  times,  freely  mani- 
fest their  choice  of  representatives  1  Should  such 
engines  as  the  power  of  these  proprietors,  or  their 
agents,  ever  be  brought  into  activity  under  any 
other  system,  the  free  exercise  of  this  privilege 
must  be  prostrated.  The  proprietors  of  these 
lauds  reside  in  Europe,  and  we  may  learn,  from 
the  melancholy  state  of  another  country  in  this 
respect,  the  lamentable  cause  which  has  ruined 
one  of  the  fairest  countries,  by  reason  of  the  non- 
residence  of  large  landed  proprietors.  If  the  agents 
of  foreign  proprietors  should  exert  the  influence 
which  they  possess  in  the  Slate  of  New  York,  we 
may  expect  the  same  results  in  a  considerable  de- 
cree. Human  nature,  in  that  State,  is  not  free 
Irom  the  common  infirmity  of  man. 

Under  the  present  system  of  voting,  the  popu- 
lation of  this,  and  ail  other  tracts  held  in  the  same 
way,  is  protected  ;  and,  as  an  advocate  of  a  free 
system  of  voting,  and  a  protector  of  the  privileges 
of  the  people  of  the  State,  Mr.  S.  said,  he  felt 
bound  to  preserve,  to  the  fullest  extent,  the  present 
system — a  system  which,  though  in  its  nature 
somewhat  defective  in  other  respects,  yet,  m  this, 
deemed  indispensable,  in  that  State,  to  secure  the 
impartial  and  unbiassed  expression  of  public  opin- 
ion on  public  men  and  measures.  There  was.  in 
that  State,  a  large  landed  estate,  held  by  residents 
in  England.  It  was  well  known  that  charges 
had  been  made,  in  relation  to  the  agency  of  this 
tract,  of  an  undue  inHuence  in  the  elections.  Mr. 
S.  said,  that  gentlemen  acquainted  with  the  his- 
tory of  the  political  conflicts  of  the  State,  must 
have  heard  of  the  celebrated  Nunda  letter.  Mr. 
S.  said,  that  he  had  no  personal  knowledge  of  this 
matter ;  but  it  showed  the  wisdom  of  the  system 
which  had  been  adopted.  He  trusted  that  the 
House  would  aid  in  protecting  it.  The  advan- 
tages of  this  system  over  others,  presented  a  ques- 
tion which  that  State  had  rightlully  decided  for 
themselves;  and  having  adopted  it,  a?,  on  the 
whole,  best  adopted  to  their  peculiar  situation,  he 
deemed  it  of  vital  importance  to  the  State  to 
secure  it  effectually. 

He  meant  not  that  it  should  be  inferred  that  an 
undue  control  of  elections  by  the  large  landlords 
was  common  in  the  State.  He  should  not  ask 
the  House  to  look  beyond  the  reach  of  his  voice, 
to  know  that  there  was  one  even  here,  who  spurned 
the  undue  influence  of  a  munificent  fortune — 
whose  name  was  warmly  cherished  in  the  love  of 
his  tenantry,  and  who  was  best  known  to  them 
in  the  kindest  dispensations  of  unostentatious  be- 
nevolence. 

New  York,  said  Mr.   S..   has  been  politically 


afflicted  with  evils,  which  showed  the  wisdom  of 
her  system  of  voting.  It  is  well  known  that  the 
power  of  the  old  Council  of  Appointment  had  op- 
erated as  a  dreadful  engine  of  mischief  to  the 
independence  and  character  of  the  State.  The 
effect  of  that  mode  of  appointment  had  been,  at 
times,  since  the  formation  of  the  Grovernment,  to, 
virtually,  concentrate  the  whole  patronage  of  the 
State  in  the  hands  of  an  individual.  It  required 
no  stretch  of  imagination  to  perceive  the  perni- 
cious evils  which  such  a  political  system  naturally^ 
engendered.  In  practice,  it  had  naturally  tended 
to  introduce  into  the  State  the  corruption  which 
usually  accompanies  the  concentration  of  enor- 
mous patronage  in  the  hands  of  a  few  men.  The 
tenure  of  every  valuable  office  in  the  State,  except 
the  judges,  was  at  the  will  of  the  favorilejeaders 
of  the  majority.  These,  said  Mr.  S.,  are  unwel- 
come truths.  It  gave  him  no  pleasure  to  state 
them;  but  they  were  the  illustrations  of  evils, 
which  had  produced  a  lamentable  effect  on  the 
purity  of  elections  in  that  State.  Mr.  S.  said, 
that  it  was  unnecessary  to  state  the  effect  of  the 
political  dependence  which  such  a  system  had 
produced.  The  ballot  boxes  afforded  the  only 
check  to  its  worst  consequences.  But  even  that 
remedy  had  scarcely  been  powerful  enough  to 
control  the  enormous  strength  of  the  State  pa- 
tronage. When  the  House  considered  how  val- 
uable, under  all  circumstances,  the  preservation  of 
the  sy>tem  was  to  the  fair  exercise  of  the  right  of 
suffrage  in  that  State,  he  trusted  that  they  would 
be  disposed  to  exerci.sc  a  liberal  discretion  in  the 
support  of  her  regulations  for  the  prevention  of 
frauds,  and  the  protection  of  her  own  voters  from 
oppression,  under  any  form  or  pretext  whatever; 
that,  in  the  case  now  before  them,  they  would 
reject,  as  lawless,  the  double  ballots,  and  refuse 
to  allow  to  the  silting  member  the  obliterated 
vote,  a  vote  which  probably  was  rejected  at  the 
canvass,  with  at  least  the  silent  approbation  of 
those  most  directly  interested  in  claiming  its 
allowance. 

Mr.  Gazlay,  of  Ohio,  said  he  rose  to  advocate 
the  amendment,  and  to  opi>ose  the  resolution.  He 
did  so,  because  he  believed  that  the  latter  would 
be  a  violation  of  sound  principles,  and  most  mis- 
chievous in  practice.  He  supposed  that  the  com- 
mittee had  offered  all  the  reasons  which  could 
well  he  offered  in  favor  of  the  resolution,  and  that, 
if  these  were  not  sound,  the  resolution  ought  not 
to  be  adopted.  He  would  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the 
report  of  the  committee  for  these  reasons — [Mr. 
G.  here  read  the  report  as  far  as  it  respected  the 
erased  vote.] — The  committee  seem  to  take  three 
positions  :  hrst,  that  the  decision  of  the  board  of 
inspectors  ought  to  be  binding ;  second,  that  it 
would  be  impossible  to  come  to  a  deliberate  con- 
clusion without  the  evidence  the  board  had  ;  that 
no  evidence  can  now  be  obtained.  He  thought 
this  House  were  the  Constitutional  judges  of 
the  election  of  its  members  when  contested, 
and  that,  to  say  they  should  be  bound  by  any 
determination  of  a  board  of  insjiectors,  would 
be  to  take  away  at  once  any  power  to  deliberate 
on  this  or  anv  other  case  of  the  kind.     It  was, 
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perhaps,  with  a  view  to  reverse  decisions  of  such 
boards,  when  improperly  made,  and  not  to  enforce 
them,  that  the  Constitution  vested  a  revising  pow- 
er in  this  House.  He  could  never  agree  to  the 
proposition  that  this,  which  is  an  appellate  tribu- 
nal of  the  last  resort,  should  be  precluded  by  the 
determination  of  an  inferior  one,  who  have  no 
rule  which  is  not  subjected  to,  and  frequently 
countervailed  by,  the  violent  heats  and  political 
dissensions  which  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
has  referred  to.  If  we  affirm  their  decisions  to- 
day, we  are  bound  to  affirm  them  at  another 
time. 

There  are,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  more  than 
five  hundred  boards  of  inspection.  If  we  are 
bound  to  adopt  the  decision  of  one,  we  are  bound 
to  adopt  those  of  all,  and  this  has  never  been  the 
practice  of  this  House,  as  he,  Mr.  G.,  understood 
It,  but  quite  the  contrary.  He  presumed  the  pres- 
ent case  must  be  determined  on  the  evidence,  and 
not  on  the  decision  of  the  board  of  New  York. 
But,  in  the  two  last  propositions,  we  are  told  that 
it  is  impossible  to  come  to  a  deliberate  conclusion, 
without  the  evidence  which  the  board  possessed, 
and  that  this  evidence  we  cannot  now  obtain; 
and  yet,  without  evidence,  in  a  case  where  it  is 
said  to  be  impossible  to  come  to  any  deliberate 
conclusion,  we  are  called  upon,  not  only  to  delib- 
erate, but  to  exercise  our  power  in  turning  one 
member  from  his  seat,  and,  not  content  with  this, 
we  are  to  take  upon  ourselves  to  determine  the 
will  of  forty  thousand  citizens  as  to  the  admission 
of  another.  Can  we,  dare  we,  exercise  such  high 
powers,  in  a  case  where  there  is  no  evidence,  and 
when  we  can  come  to  no  deliberate  conclusion  ; 
for  this  is  the  language  of  the  report.  Mr.  G.  said, 
he  regarded  the  precedent  about  to  be  established, 
and  what  after  times  would  say  of  it,  that  we 
were  about  to  make  a  law  in  a  case  where  there 
was  none.  With  this  report  before  them,  what 
must  any  future  House  say  of  the  decision,  if  the 
resolution  were  adopted  ?  Whatever  might  be 
the  final  determination  of  the  House,  he  trusted 
this  report  could  not  be  sanctioned.  It  would  be 
a  discredit  to  the  annals  of  our  legislation. 

Many  observations  had  been  made  by  gentle- 
men in  support  of  the  resolution.  Some  had  li- 
kened it  to  a  bond  with  an  erasure  ;  others  said  it 
was  correct  to  lest  it  by  the  ordinary  occurrences 
of  life,  as  an  erasure  in  a  letter  or  correspondence. 
Mr.  G.  said,  he  did  not  see  the  parallel.  In  a  let- 
ter or  bond,  if  there  were  an  erasure,  the  sense 
must  be  made  out  by  the  context  or  body  of  the 
writing.  Here  there  was  nothing  to  help  out  the 
sense  or  meaning  of  the  party;  it  was  a  single 
word.  But  gentlemen  seemed  also  bent  on  the 
determination  of  this  case  by  legal  rules,  and 
called  boldly  on  those  holding  the  negative  to  prove 
what  they  assert.  Mr.  G.  said  he  had  always  un- 
derstood that  those  who  maintain  the  affirmative 
must  bring  their  proof.  This  rule,  he  said,  was 
not  only  applicable  to  courts,  but  to  all  delibera- 
tive bodies.  The  vote  in  question  was  duly  deliv- 
ered, and  duly  received  ;  it  was  plain  and  legible, 
and  the  supporters  of  the  resolution  contend  that 
it  was  intended  for  a  blank  vole ;  and  must  ihey 


not  prove  that  fact  ?  and  until  it  be  proved,  what 
right  has  this  House  to  say  it  was  a  blank  ? 

But,  said  Mr.  G.,  what  will  be  the  consequences 
if  this  House  declare  that  a  vote,  with  a  mark  on 
it,  shall  be  taken  as  a  blank  vote?  We  have 
learned  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  who 
opened  this  debate,  that  his  State  is  rent  with  vi- 
olent factions,  and  that  men,  with  principles  and 
intentions  not  the  most  pure,  exercise  great  influ- 
ence at  the  polls.  The.se  men  will  find,  in  our 
decision,  a  powerful  auxiliary  to  their  deceitful 
schemes.  They  can,  with  all  imaginable  ease, 
draw  a  pen  over  all  the  names  they  oppose.  It 
may  or  may  not  be  seen  ;  the  voters  are  not  likely 
to  know  any  thing  of  our  decision;  while  they 
know  nothing  of  their  own  law,  as  the  gentleman 
has  demonstrated  ;  and  thus  they  will  vote  a  blank 
ticket,  and  be  defrauded  of  their  elective  franchise. 
Mr.  G.  said,  he  thought  the  safe  rule,  and  the  only 
safe  one,  was,  to  admit  and  count  all  legible  voles, 
and  that  no  evil  consequences  would  flow  from 
this  rule,  but  such  would  flow  from  the  one  con- 
tended for  by  the  supporters  of  the  resolution  as 
reported.  And  for  these  reasons,  he  should  vote 
for  the  amendment.  He  was  fully  persuaded  that 
it  was  best  and  safest,  in  all  doubtful  cases,  to  send 
the  contendants  back  to  the  people,  the  Constitu- 
tional and  most  fit  tribunal  to  decide. 

Mr.  Clark,  of  New  York,  said,  after  such  a  full 
discussion,  he  was  sorry"  to  trouble  the  House  with 
any  further,  and  nothing  but  a  sense  of  duty  would 
induce  him  to  make  any  remarks  on  a  subject  al- 
ready exhausted   by  argument.     He  said,  he  had 
the   misfortune  to  ditler  with  a  majority  of  the 
House  on  what  he  considered  the  main  point  in 
the  question.    He  was  of  opinion  that  Mr.  Wilson 
was  entitled   to  his  seat.     He  concurred  with  his 
honorable  colleague    in  '  the  sentiment   that   the 
House  ought  to  consider  this  question  in  the  same 
manner  as  if  they  were  sitting  as  a  court  to  decide 
upon    the  rights  of   two  individuals.      And    he 
would  ask  whether  any  member  of  the  House  was 
prepared  to  say,  absolutely,  from  the  evidence  be- 
fore them,  thai  a  fraud  had  been  commilled.  The 
question  was  not  whether  it  was  possible  or  even 
probable  that  two  ballots  had  been  put  into  the 
box  by  one  elector,  but  it  was,  whether  such  a  fact 
appeared  clear  and  beyond  any  doubt.     It  was  a 
well  established  rule,  that  fraud  should  never  be 
presumed  but  upon  the  most  conclusive  and  posi- 
tive testimony.     This  testimony,  in  his  opinion, 
was  not  of  that   kind.     Mr.  C.  then  adverted  to 
the  evidence,  that  the  ballots  were  found  in  the 
boxes,  with  the  edges  folded  out,  and  in   such  a 
manner  as  they  might  easily  have  slipped  together. 
He  said,  if  the  number  of  ballots  in  the  boxes  had 
agreed  with  the  number  of  names  taken  down  by 
the  clerks,  no  suspicion  of  fraud  would  have  at- 
tached.    He  appealed  to  his  colleagues,  whether 
any  thing  was  more  common  in  that  State  than 
for  the  number  of  votes  in  the  boxes  to  exceed  the 
number  of  names  taken  by  the  clerks.    The  reason 
was  obvious.     In  the  towns  there  were  from  three 
to  eight  hundred  voters,  much  the  greater  number 
of  them  voted  on  the  third  day,  in  the  afternoon — 
from  fifteen  to  twenty  officers  had  to  be  voted 
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for.  Thes€  voles  were  put  into  several  distinct 
boxes,  and,  in  the  hurry  and  crowd,  persons  very 
frequently  voted,  whose  names  wer*-  not  taken 
down.  For  himself,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  thought  it 
much  more  probable  that  such  an  error  was  com- 
mitted, than  that  two  pieces  of  paper,  folded  as 
these  were,  could  have  passed  through  the  hands 
of  the  inspectors  without  detection.  Again,  said 
Mr.  C,  the  law  making  double  ballots  void,  has 
existed,  in  New  York,  for  a  series  of  years.  No 
law  was  more  generally  known  to  every  citizen 
of  that  State  than  this.  That  any  person,  then, 
should  put  in  such  a  vote,  knowing  that  the  very 
object  he  would  seem  to  have  in  view  would  be 
defeated  by  it,  was  to  him  extremely  improbable, 
and  nothing  short  of  conclusive  evidence  would 
convince  him  of  a  fact  so  unlikely  to  happen. 

But,  said  Mr.  C,  if  the  ground  be  conceded 
that  these  voles  were  fraudulent,  and  could  not  be 
allowed,  and  even  if  the  vole  with  the  erasure  be 
thrown  out  of  the  question,  still,  however,  the  pe- 
titioner would  not  be  entitled  to  a  seat.  On  look- 
ing over  the  Journals  of  the  House,  Mr.  C.  said, 
he  found  a  case  in  point,  the  correctness  of  which, 
he  trusted,  would  not  be  questioned  by  any  one. 
He  referred  to  the  case  of  Scott  and  Easion.  Mr. 
Scott  was  returned  to  thi.s  House  with  a  majority 
of  fifteen  votes,  certified  in  his  favor,  over  Mr. 
Easton,  who  claimed  a  seat,  on  the  ground  that 
a  part  of  the  voles  given  for  Scott  were  irregularly 
received,  and  could  not  be  allowed.  This  House 
considered  them  so  irregular,  that  they  vacated 
the  seat  of  Mr.  Scott,  and,  on  determining  whether 
Mr.  Easton  should  have  a  seat,  they  said,  as  it 
appeared  evident  to  them  that  a  majority  of  his 
district  did  not  mean  that  he  should  represent 
them,  they  would  send  him  back,  also,  to  the 
people,  for  another  election.  Apply  that  case, 
said  Mr.  C,  to  the  one  before  us.  The  gentlemen 
on  the  other  side  will  concede,  that  if  the  double 
voles  were  counted  single,  Mr.  Wilson  would 
have  a  majority ;  and  though  they  cannot  be  so 
allowed,  yet  they  mark  the  wishes  of  the  electors, 
and  leave  the  petitioner  unsupported  by  the  wishes 
of  a  plurality  of  the  voters  of  his  district.  He 
cannot,  therefore,  have  his  seat,  without  breaking 
down  the  principle  settled  in  the  case  of  Scott 
and  Easton.  But,  said  Mr.  C,  conceding  this 
point  also,  the  petitioner  could  not  claim  his  seat, 
unless  they  could  also  come  to  what  he  consid- 
ered the  dangerous  concbasion  of  saying  that  this 
▼ote,  called  the  erased  vote,  meant  nothing,  and 
was  put  into  the  box  without  any  apparent  mo- 
tive. For  himself,  he  could  not  tome  lo  so  strange 
a  conclusion.  He  was  always  for  ascribing  to 
human  beings  rational  motives  ;  and  he  would 
rather  say,  that  the  partial  erasure  happened 
through  accident,  or  fraud  practised  on  the  elec- 
tor. Mr.  C.  said  he  diflTered  very  materially  from 
his  honorable  colleague,  (Mr.  Storks,)  on  the 
motives  that  actuated  electors.  He  would  not 
pretend  to  say  that  the  electors  in  the  particular 
section  of  the  State  where  gentlemen  lived,  might 
not  go  to  the  polls  under  a  slavi.sh  fear  of  creditors 
and  wealthy  landholders,  though  he  had  always 
understood  it  otherwu»e.     Bui  he  could  say  with 


certainty,  that  in  every  part  of  the  State  where 
he  had  been  acquainted,  men  exercised  this  proud 
prerogative  free  and  uncontrolled.  In  general,  no 
people  on  earth  were  more  tenacious  of  their 
rights,  or  adhered  to  them  more  strenuously.  It 
was  due  to  the  electors  of  that  Slate  to  say,  that 
if  any  man  should  attempt  to  make  use  ol  coer- 
cive means  to  bear  upon  the  elections,  he  would 
be  sure  to  lose  whatever  influence  he  previously 
possessed.  Men  having  power  in  their  hands 
were  ever  distrusted,  and  they,  above  all  others, 
ought  to  be  careful ;  for  their  weight  in  the  elec- 
tions was  guarded  against  by  a  general  watchful- 
ness of  the  people.  He  admitted  that  a  company 
in  Europe  owned  a  large  and  fertile  tract  of  land 
in  the  western  part  of  the  State,  on  which  settlers 
lived,  many  of  whom  were  indebted  lo  them  ;  but 
that  company  neither  knew  nor  cared  any  more 
about  the  political  divisions  of  New  York  than 
the  Emperor  of  Morocco.  Their  agents  had  but 
one  object  in  view;  it  was  lo  procure  settlers  up- 
on the  tract,  and  nothing  would  be  as  likely  to 
check  settlement  as  any  attempt  to  control  the 
minds  of  electors.  It  was  the  first  time  he  ever 
heard  of  any  unwarrantable  interference  from 
that  quarter,  and  he  must  now  believe  his  col- 
league, on  that  point,  in  a  gross  error.  Mr.  C. 
said  he  had  not  expected  such  illiberal  sentiments 
against  the  people  he  had  the  honor,  in  part,  lo 
represent,  from  such  a  source.  He  was  sorry  to 
see  them  in  any  quarter,  because  he  believed  them 
unjust  and  unfounded. 

Mr.  Storrs  and  Mr.  Wood  replied  to  the  re- 
marks of  Mr.  Clark. 

Mr.  Clark  again,  in  answer  to  Mr.  Storrs, 
denied  that  any  opulent  individuals  had  ever  con- 
trolled elections  in  any  part  of  his  district.  He 
said  his  colleague  was  mistaken,  in  supposing 
that  any  member  of  this  House  was  either  the 
owner  or  agent  of  any  considerable  quantity  of 
land  in  Chenango  county.  He  stated  further, 
that  no  single  individual  there  had  the  agency  of, 
or  owned,  a  whole  township.  But  if  such  an 
event  ever  should  happen,  he  trusted  no  slavish 
fear  or  spiritless  obedience  to  the  owner,  would  be 
found  among  the  inhabitants. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  C,  I  feel  myself  bound  to  dissent 
from  the  opinion  expressed  by  my  honorable  col- 
league, that  the  partisans  of  New  York  observe  a 
servile,  base  acquiescence  to  the  will  of  their 
leaders.  It  is  true,  sir,  that  our  Slate  has  been 
divided  into  two  political  parties  ever  since  the 
organization  of  their  Government.  Those  parties 
continue  down  to  the  present  time,  but  the  great 
body  of  individuals  are  attached  to  them,  because 
each  thinks  the  side  to  which  he  belongs  is  pur- 
suing the  best  interest  of  his  country.  It  is  from 
principle,  then,  sir,  and  not  fear,  that  the  parties 
of  New  York  are  kept  up  and  supported.  And 
he  appealed  lo  the  experience  of  his  colleague, 
whether  the  men  who  observed  good  faith  towards 
their  party  and  kept  on  a  steady  uniform  course 
of  principles,  regardless  of  minor  circumstances, 
were  not  the  characters  whose  conduct  in  the 
other  departments  of  life  met  with  the  most  gen- 
eral approbation.     True,  said  Mr.  C.^  individual 
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may  be  found  in  the  State  who  take  the  liberty 
of  changing  from  one  side  to  the  other,  and  back 
again,  as  their  fears  or  imaginary  interests  may 
point  out;  but  this  was  not  considered  there  as 
evidence  of  an  independent  mind,  or  great  mental 
courage.  On  the  contrary,  motives  of  fear  and  a 
want  of  stability  were  generally  attributed  to 
them. 


Thursday,  January  8. 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  authori- 
zing the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  to 
purchase  the  seven  per  cent,  stock  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  year  1S24  ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  lo  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  McLajie,  from  thesame  committee,  reported 
a  bill  authorizing  the  creation  of  a  stock,  to  an 
amount  not  exceeding  five  millions  of  dollars,  to 
provide  for  the  awards  of  the  commissions  under 
the  treaty  with  Spain,  of  the  22d  of  February, 
1819  ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Ra.nkin,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  letter  from 
Samuel  R.  Overton,  and  Joseph  M.  White,  re- 
ported a  bill  to  extend  the  time  limited  for  the 
settlement  of  private  land  claims  in  the  Territory 
of  Florida  ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  on  Monday 
next. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  against 
the  petition  of  Charles  Minifie,  (for  interest  on  a 
certain  balance  heretofore  allowed  to  him  at  the 
Treasury.) 

Mr.  J.  T.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to 
amend  the  report,  by  striking  out  the  word 
*'  not,"  so  as  to  reverse  the  report ;  and  spoke  in 
support  of  the  amendment ;  which  was  opposed 
by  Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  and  \'lr. 
McCoy. 

The  amendment  was  lost,  and  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Claims  was  reported  to  the  House, 
by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  without  amend- 
ment, in  which  the  House  concurred. 

DAMEL  CARROLL. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Carroll  of  Dud- 
dingion  and  others,  (appropriating  §1,555  for  the 
expense  of  repairs  made  in  the  building  rented  by 
Congress  in  1915-'16,  after  the  conflagration  of 
the  Capitol,  whose  occupation  of  it  rendered  those 
repairs  necessary.  The  alterations  were  not  con- 
templated in  the  contract  for  rent,  and  the  house 
had  to  be  restored  to  its  former  situation,  before 
the  house  could  be  again  used  by  the  proprietors. 

A  debate  arose  on  the  bill,  which  was  opposed 
by  Mr.  Cocke,  and  Mr.  Sharpe,  and  supported 
by  Mr.  McCoy  and  Williams,  of  North  Carolina. 

Mr.  Herrick  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table ; 
which  motion  was  lost — ayes  70,  noes  76.  The 
question  being  on  ordering  the  bill  to  a  third  read- 
ing, it  was  decided  in  the  negative — aye.s74,  noes 
83.     So  the  bill  was  rejected. 


WILLIAM  P.  MMMO. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  P.  Nimmo. 

Mr.  Whittlesey  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
inserting  the  words  "  the  representatives  of"  (Mr. 
Nimmo  being  dead  ;)  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill,  (which  appropriates  S500  as  compen- 
sation for  the  destruction  of  a  building  called  the 
Pleasure  House,  on  his  estate,  occupied  as  an  out- 
post of  the  American  troops,  in  the  defence  of 
Norfolk,)  occasioned  some  debate,  chiefly  on  the 
point  of  fact,  whether  the  house  was,  at  the  time 
of  its  destruction,  occupied  by  American  troops, 
placed  in  it  by  the  authority  of  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  station,  and  destroyed  in  immediate 
consequence  of  such  occupation,  or  was  destroyed 
from   mere  wantonness  on  the  part  of  the  enemy. 

Messrs.  Whittlesey,  Owen,  Bassett,  and 
Neale,  advocated, and  Messrs.  Williams,  Floyd, 
and  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  opposed  the  bill.  The 
question  being  taken  on  its  passage  to  a  third 
reading,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — ayes 
84,  noes  G4. 


Friday,  January  9. 

Mr.  Strong,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  which  was  referred,  on  the  12lh  and 
22d  ultimo,  the  memorial  of  the  Mayor  and  Al- 
dermen of  the  city  of  Mobile,  and  the  proprietors 
of  lots  on  the  east  side  of  Water-street,  in  said 
city,  reported  a  bill  granting  certain  lots  of  ground 
to  the  city  of  Mobile,  and  to  certain  individuals 
of  said  city  ;  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  McCoy,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  David  Giffin  and 
Samuel  Hoag,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  their  re- 
lief; which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  Committee  of  Claima, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Hannah  and 
Joseph  Mins,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  representatives  of  Joseph  Mins,  deceased  j 
which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  from  the  Commit- 
teeof  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  authorizing 
the  executors  of  Joim  B.  Mebane  to  collect  certain 
arrears  of  lax  in  the  county  of  Chatham,  and 
State  of  North  Carolina;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  lo  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Whipple,  from  the  Comaiittee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Mon- 
roe, in  the  Territory  of  Michigan  ;  which  report 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Sloane,  from  the  Committee  of  Elections, 
made  a  report  on  the  memorial  of  Alfred  H.  Pow- 
ell, contesting  the  seat  of  Jared  Williams,  one  of 
the  Representatives  of  the  State  of  Virginia; 
which  was  read,  and  the  resolution  therein  recom- 
mended was  agreed  to  by  the  House,  viz  : 

Resolved,  That  the  memorialist  have  leave  to 
withdraw  his  memorial  and  documents, 

Mr.  RosB,  from  the  select  committee  appointed 
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on  the  memorial  of  the  legal  representatives  of 
John  H.  Piatt,  deceased,  made  a  report  thereon, 
accompanied  by  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  assign- 
ees and  legal  representatives  of  the  ^aid  Pialt ; 
which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Hamilton,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  made  a  report  on  the  memorial  of  the 
Mayor  and  Corporation  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
in  relation  to  Castle  Clinton  ;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Herhick  moved  for  a  reconsideration  of 
the  vote  of  yesterday  rejectmg  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Daniel  Carroll,  of  Duddmgton,  and  others; 
which  was  carried — ayes  82,  and  the  bill,  on 
motion  of  of  Mr.  Herbick,  was  recommitted  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rankin,  the  Committee  on 
Private  Land  Claims  were  directed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  confirming  the  claim  of  Wood- 
son Wren  to  a  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  north- 
east side  of  the  Bay  of  Biloxi,  in  the  State  of 
Mississippi. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  P. 
Nimmo  was  read  the  third  time. 

Some  debate  arose  on  its  passage,  (chiefly  on 
the  same  grounds  taken  yesterday,)  in  which 
Messrs.  Cocke,  Sanoford,  and  Warfield,  op- 
posed, and  Mr.  Rich  advocated  its  passage.  The 
bill,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Warfielo,  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Garrett  Fountain; 
which  was  reported  without  amendment,  and  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Webster  gave  notice,  that,  on  Monday, 
the  19th  January,  he  should  call  up  the  conside- 
ration of  the  resolution  some  time  since  submitted 
by  him,  on  the  subject  of  the  Greeks. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President 
OF  THE  United  States,  as  follows: 
To  the  Hofise  of  Representatices  of  the  United  States : 

Agreeably  to  •  resolution  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
gentatives,  of  the  I8ih  of  December,  1823,  requesting 
copies  of  all  contracts  for  cannon,  cannon  shot,  mus- 
kets, and  other  small  arms,  entered  into  since  the  1st 
of  January,  1827.  I  herewith  transmit  a  report  from 
the  Department  of  the  Navy,  with  other  documents 
relating  thereto. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

WABHiTfCTO.v,  Jan.  9,  1824. 

The  Message  and  documents  were  referred  to 
the  committee  to  which  was  referred,  on  the  7th 
instant,  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  transmitting  a  similar  report  from  the  De- 
partment of  War. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  commu- 
nication from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  cov- 
ering estimates  of  appropriation  for  the  year  1824  ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means. 

THE  PROPOSED  NEW  TARIFF. 

Mr.  ToD,  from  the  Committee  on  Manufac- 
tures, to  whom  have  been  referred  sundry  pt'ti- 
tions  and  memorials,  praying  for  the  adoption  of 


measures  calculated  to  afford  encouragement  and 
protection  to  the  manufacturing  interests  of  the 
country,  reported  a  bill  to  amend  the  several  acts 
for  imposing  duties  on  imports  ;  which  was  read 
iwice,  and  committed  «o  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 
The  bill  is  as  follows  : 

A  Bill  to  amend  the  several  acts  for  imposing  dutiea 

on  imports. 
Be  it  enacted,  <\c..  That,  from  and  after  the  thirtieth 
day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty- 
four,  in  lieu  of  the  duties  now  imposed  by  law  on  the 
im|X)rtation  of  the  articles  hereinafter  mentioned,  there 
shall  be  levied,  collected,  and  paid,  the  following  du- 
ties, that  is  to  say  : 

First.  On  all  manufactures  of  wool,  or  of  which 
wool  lihall  be  a  component  part,  a  duty  of  thirty  per 
centum,  ad  valorem,  until  the  thirtieth  day  of  June, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-five ;  and 
alter  that  time,  a  duty  u(  thirty-three  and  one-third 
per  centum  ad  valorem  :  I'ruvided,  That,  from  and 
after  the  said  thirtieth  day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twenty-four,  all  woollen  cloths,  or  clothf 
of  whiih  wool  shall  be  a  component  material,  (ex- 
cepting carpets  and  carpeting,  blankets,  flannels, 
baizss,  and  other  unmilled  woollen,  and  worsted  or 
stuff  goods,)  the  original  cost  of  which,  at  the  place 
whence  imported,  with  the  addition  of  ten  per  centum, 
shall  be  less  than  eighty  cents  per  square  yard,  and 
shall,  with  such  addition,  be  deemed  and  taken  to  have 
cost  eighty  cents  i)er  square  yard,  and  shall  be  charged 
with  duty  accordingly  :  Atid  provided,  also.  That  all 
flannels  and  baizes,  and  all  other  unmilled  woollen 
cloths,  or  cloths  of  which  wool  shall  be  a  component 
material,  excepting  carpets  and  carpeting,  and  blank- 
et*:, the  original  cost  of  which,  at  the  place  whence 
imported,  with  the  addition  of  ten  per  centum,  shall 
be  lets  than  forty  cents  per  square  yard,  shall,  with 
such  addition,  be  uken  and  deemed  to  have  cost  forty 
cents  per  square  yard,  and  shall  be  charged  with  duty 
accordingly. 

Second.  On  all  manufactures,  not  herein  specified, 
of  cotton,  silk,  flax,  or  hemp,  or  of  which  either  of 
these  materials  shall  be  a  component  part,  a  duty  of 
twenty-five  per  centum  ad  valorem  :  Pruvided,  That 
all  cotton  cloths  whaUoever,  or  cloths  of  which  cotton 
shall  be  a  component  material,  excepting  nankeens 
imported  directly  from  China,  the  original  cost  of 
v^hich,  at  the  place  whence  imported,  with  the  addi- 
tion of  twenty  per  centum  if  imported  from  the  (Jape 
of  Good  Hope,  or  any  place  beyond  it,  and  of  ten 
per  centum  if  imported  from  any  other  place,  shall  be 
less  than  thirty-five  cenU  per  square  yard,  shall,  with 
such  addition,  be  taken  and  deemed  to  have  cost  thirty- 
five  cents  per  square  yard,  and  shall  be  charged  with 
duty  accordingly.  And  that  all  unbleached  and  un- 
culored  cotton  twist,  yarn,  or  thread,  the  original  cost 
of  which  shall  be  less  than  sixty  cents  per  pound, 
shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  have  cost  sixty  cents  per 
pound,  and  shall  be  charged  with  duty  accordingly; 
and  all  bleached  or  colored  cotton  yarn,  twist,  or  thread, 
the  original  cost  of  which  shall  be  less  than  seventy- 
five  cents  per  pound,  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to 
have  cost  seventy -five  cents  per  pound,  and  shall  be 
charged  with  duty  accordingly. 

Third.  On  wool  unmanufactured,  a  duty  of  twenty- 
five  per  centum  ad  valorem,  until  the  first  day  of  J  une, 
one  thousand   eight  hundred  and  twenty-five  ;  after- 
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wards  a  duty  of  thirty  per  centum  ad  valorem,  until 
the  first  day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-six  ;  afterwards,  a  duly  of  forty  per  centum  ad 
valorem  until  the  first  day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twenty-seven  ;  and,  after  that  time,  a 
duty  of  fiftv  per  centum  ad  valorem. 

Fourth.  On  all  Leghorn  hats  or  bonnets,  and  all 
hats  or  bonnets  of  straw,  chip,  or  grass,  and  on  all 
flats,  braids,  or  plats,  for  making  of  hats  or  bonnets, 
a  duty  of  fifty  per  centum  ad  valorem  :  Provided, 
That  all  Leghorn  hats  and  bonnets,  and  all  hats  or 
bonnets  of  straw,  chip,  or  grass,  which,  at  the  place 
whence  imported,  with  the  addition  of  ten  per  cen- 
tam,  shall  have  cost  less  than  one  dollar  each,  shall, 
with  such  addition,  be  taken  and  deemed  to  have  cost 
one  dollar,  each,  and  shall  be  charged  with  duty  ac- 
cordingly. 

Fifth.  On  printing  types,  on  japanned  wares  of  all 
kinds,  on  plated  wares  of  all  kinds,  and  on  all  man- 
ufactures, not  otherwise  specified,  made  of  brass,  iron, 
steel,  pewter,  lead,  or  tin,  or  of  «hich  either  of  those 
metals  is  a  component  material,  a  duty  of  twenty-five 
per  centum  ad  valorem. 

On  bolting  cloths,  fifteen  per  centum  ad  valorem  ; 

On  hair  cloth  and  hair  seating,  thirty  per  centum 
ad  valorem ; 

On  marble,  and  ail  manufactures  of  marble,  thirty 
per  centum  ad  valorem  ; 

On  all  paper  hangings,  forty  per  centum  ad  val- 
orem ; 

On  coach  laces,  of  cotton,  or  other  material,  thirty- 
five  per  centum  ad  valorem  ;  on  all  other  laces,  twelve 
and-a-half  per  centum  ad  valorem; 

On  lead,  in  pigs,  bars,  or  sheets,  two  cents  per 
pound  ; 

On  leaden  shot,  three  and  one-half  cents,  per  pound  ; 

On  red  or  white  lead,  dry  or  ground  in  oil,  four  cents 
per  pound;  , 

Oil  Brussels,  Venetian,  Turkey,  and  Wilton  carpets 
and  carpeting,  fifty  cents  per  square  yard  , 

On  all  other  kinds  of  carpets  and  carpeting,  of  wool, 
flax,  hemp,  or  cotton,  or  parts  of  either,  twenty  cents 
per  square  yard  ; 

On  all  other  carpets  and  carpeting,  mats,  and  floor 
cloths,  made  of  tow,  flags,  'or  any  other  material,  a 
duty  of  thirty  per  centum  ad  valorem  ; 

On  hemp,  two  centa  per  pound  ; 

On  flax,  three  cents  per  pound; 

On  tarred  cables  and  cordage,  four  cents  per  pound  ; 

On  untarred  cordage,  yarns,  twine,  pack-thread,  and 
seines,  five  cents  per  pound  ; 

On  Russia  duck,  per  piece  of  fifty-two  archeens,  two 
dollars  each  piece  ; 

On  Raven  s  duck,  per  piece  of  fif^-two  archeena, 
one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  each  piece ; 

On  Holland  duck,  per  piece  of  fifty-two  archeena, 
two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  each  piece; 

On  cotton  bagging,  six  cents  per  square  yard ; 

On  iron,  in  bars  or  bolts,  not  manufactured,  in 
whole  or  in  part,  by  rolling,  one  dollar  and  twelve 
cents  per  hundred  weight; 

On  round  iron,  or  brazier's  rods,  three-sixteenths 
to  eight-sixteenths  of  an  inch  diameter,  inlcusive;  and 
on  iron,  in  nail  or  spike  rods,  slit ;  and  on  iron,  in 
aheets,  and  hoop  iron  ;  and  on  iron,  slit  or  rolled,  for 
band-iron,  scroU-Lron,  or  casement  rods,  three  centa 
per  pound ; 

On  iron  spikea,  four  centa  per  pound  ; 

On  iron  nails,  cut  or  wrought,  five  cents  per  pound ; 
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On  tacks,  brads,  and  sprigs,  not  exceeding  sixteen 
ounces  to  the  thousand,  five  cents  per  thousand  ;  ex- 
ceeding sixteen  ounces  to  the  thousand,  five  cents  per 
pt)und  ; 

On  iron  or  steel  wire,  not  exceeding  number  eigh- 
teen, five  cents  per  pound  ;  over  number  eighteen, 
nine  cents  per  pound; 

On  anvils  and  anchors,  two  cents  per  pound  ; 

On  iron  cables  or  chains,  or  parts  thereof,  three 
cents  per  pound  ;  and  no  drawback  shall  be  allowed 
on  the  exportation  of  iron  cable^  or  parts  thereof; 

On  mill  cranks  and  mill  irons,  of  wrought  iron,  four 
cents  per  pound  ; 

On  mill  saws,  one  dollar  and  fifty  centa  each ; 

On  cross-cut  saws,  one  dollar  each ; 

On  whip  saws,  one  dollar  each  ; 

On  hand  saws,  twenty-five  cents  each  ; 

On  tenon  saws,  twenty  cents  each  ; 

On  broad  axes,  thirty  cents  each ; 

On  other  axes,  twenty-five  cents  each ; 

On  hatchets,  fifteen  cents  each  ; 

On  adzes,  twenty-five  cents  each  ; 

On  augers,  not  exceeding  half  an  inch,  two  centa 
each  ;  above  that  size,  and  not  exceeding  one  inch, 
two  and  an  half  cents  each ;  above  an  inch,  and  not 
exceeding  one-and-a-half  inches,  three  cents  each  ; 
above  that  size,  and  not  exceeding  two-and-a-half  in- 
ches, three  and  one-half  cents  each  ; 

On  blacksmiths'  hammers  and  sledges,  two-and-a- 
half  cents  per  pound  ;  '^ 

On  claw  hammers,  for  carpenters,  five  centa  each ; 

On  hoes,  broad,  twelve  cents  each; 

On  other  hoes,  ten  cents  each  ; 

On  shovels  and  tongs,  of  iron,  thirty  cents  per 
pair; 

On  mufckets,  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  per  atand; 

On  rifles,  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  each  ; 

On  fowling  and  hunting  pieces,  single  barrelled, 
four  dollars  each  ;  double  barrelled  five  dollars  each  ; 

On  curriers'  knives,  forty  cents  each  ; 

On  cutting  knives,  twenty-five  cents  each; 

On  drawing-knives,  twenty-five  cents  each; 

On  scythes,  twenty-five  cents  each ; 

On  sickles  and  reaping  hooks,  twelve  centa  each  ; 

On  spades  and  shovels,  of  iron  or  steel,  twenty 
cents  each ; 

On  screws  of  iron,  weighing  twenty-five  pounds  or 
upwards,  eight  cents  per  pound  ; 

On  screws  of  iron,  for  wood,  called  wood  screwa, 
not  exceeding  one  inch  in  length,  eight  centa  per 
groce ;  over  one  inch,  and  not  exceeding  two  inches 
in  length,  fourteen  cents  per  groce  ;  over  two  inches 
in  length,  twenty  cents  per  groce  ; 

On  vessels  of  cast  iron,  not  othertvise  specified,  one- 
and-a-half  cents  per  pound  ; 

On  all  other  castings  of  iron,  not  specified,  one  cent 
per  pound  ; 

On  frying  pans,  twenty-five  cents  each  ; 

On  gridirons  and  griddles,  twenty  cents  each  ; 

On  all  vessels  of  copper,  ten  cents  per  pound  ; 

On  quills,  prepared  or  manufactured,  one  dollar  per 
thousand  ; 

On  slates  and  tiles,  for  building,  half  a  cent  each  ; 

On  black  lead  pencils,  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  per 
groce; 

On  tallow,  four  cents  per  pound ; 

On  tallow  candles,  five  cents  per  pound  ; 

On  spermaceti  candles,  eight  cents  per  pound ; 

On  soap,  four  cents  per  pound ; 
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On  lard,  three  cenu  p«r  pound  ; 
On  wheat,  twenty-five  cents  per  buahel ; 
On  potatoes,  ten  cents  per  bushel ; 
On  coal,  six  cents  per  heaped  bushel ; 
On  indigo,  twenty-five  cents  per  pound; 
On  corks,  twelve  cenU  per  pound  ; 
On  linseed    and    hempseed  oil,  twenty-five   cents 
per  gallon  ; 

On  CAi«tor  oil,  forty  cents  per  gallon  ; 
On  ale,  beer,  and  porter,  imported  in  bottles,  twenty 
cents  per  gallon  ;  imported  otherwise  than  in  bottles, 
fifUen  cents  per  gallon  ; 

On  beef  and  pork,  two  cents  per  pound  ; 
On  butter,  five  cents  per  pound  ; 
On  vinegar,  eight  cents  per  gallon  ; 
On  alum,  two  dollars  and  fitty  cents  per  hundred 
weight ; 

On  refined  saltpetre,  three  cents  per  pound  ; 
On  blue  or  Roman  vitriol,  four  cents  per  pound ; 
On  oil  of  vitriol,  three  cents  per  pound  ; 
On  Glauber  salts,  two  cents  per  pound  ; 
On  Epsom  salts,  three  cents  per  pound  ; 
On  camphor,  crude,  eight  cents  per  pound  ; 
On  camphor,  refined,  twelve  cents  per  pound  ; 
On  PruMJan  blue,  ten  cents  per  pound  ; 
On  copperas,  two  dollars  per  hundred  weight  ; 
On  pepper,  ten  cents  per  pound  ; 
On  Cayenne  pepper,  fifteen  cents  per  pound  ; 
On  pimento,  eight  cents  per  pound  ; 
On  Chinese  cassia,  ten  cents  per  pound  ; 
On  cocoa,  three  cents  per  pound  ; 
On  chocolate,  four  cents  per  pound  ; 
On  curranU  and  figs,  three  cents  per  pound  ; 
On  plums,    prunes.    Muscatel  raisins,  and  raisins 
in  jars  and  boxes,  four  cents  per  pound  ; 
On  all  other  raisins,  three  cents  per  pound  ; 
On  filberts,  three  cents  per  pound  ; 
On  pine  apples,  two  cents  each  ; 
On  oranges,  fifty  cents  per  hundred  ; 
On  lemons,  twenty-five  cents  per  hundred  ; 
On  limes,  ten  cents  per  hundred; 
On  window  glass,  not  above  eight   inches  by  ten 
inches  in  size,  three  dollars  per  hundred  square  feet : 
not  above  ten  inches  by  twelve  inches   in  size,  three 
dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  hundred  square   feet  ;  and 
if  above  ten  inches  by  twelve  inches  in  size,  four  dol- 
lars per  hundred  square  feet ; 

On  black  glass  bottles,  not  exceeding  the  capacity 
of  one  quart,  two  dollars  per  groce  ;  on  bottles  ex- 
ceeding one  quart,  and  not  more  than  two  quarts, 
two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  groce  ;  over  two  quarts, 
and  not  exceeding  one  gallon,  three  dollars  per  groce  ; 
On  demijohns,  twenty-five  cents  each  ; 
On  glass  beads,  fifty  cents  per  pound  ; 
On   apothecaries'    vials,    of   the   capacity    of   four 
ounces,  and  less,  one  dollar  per  groce;  on  the  same, 
above  four  ounces,  and  not  exceeding  eight  ounces, 
one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cenU  per  groce; 

On  all  wares  of  cut  glass,  not  specified,  three  cents 
per  pound,  and,  in  addition  thereto,  an  ad  valorem 
duty  of  thirty  per  centum  ; 

On  all  other  articles  of  glass,  two  cents  per  pound, 
and,  in  addition  thereto,  an  valorem  duty  of  twenty 
per  centum  ; 

On  folio  and  quarto  post  paper,  of  ail  kinds,  twenty 
cents  per  pound ; 

On  foolscap  and  all  drawing  and  writing  paper, 
wventeea  cents  per  pound ; 


On  printing,  copper  plate,  and  stainers'  paper,  ten 
cents  per  pound  ; 

On  sheathing  paper,  binderv'  and  box  boards,  and 
wrapping  paper  of  all  kinds,  three  cents  per  pound  ; 
On  all  other  paper,  fifteen  cents  per  pound  ; 
A  duty  of  twelve  and  a  half  per  centum  ad  valorem 
on  all  articles  not  herein  specified,  and  now  paying  a 
duty  of  seven  per  centum  ad  valorem  ; 

On  ail  foreign  distilled  spiriu,  fifteen  per  centum 
upon  the  duties  now  imposed,  by  law,  and  in  addition 
thereto. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  in  all 
cases  whatsoever,  all  articles  composed  or  mixed  of 
various  materials,  shall  pay  the  highest  duty  to  which 
articles  manufactured  from  any  such  materials  are 
subject. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  from  and 
after  the  thirtieth  day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  twenty-four,  to  the  duties  on  all  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  hereinbefore  mentioned,  or  any  other, 
there  shall  be  added,  and  shall  be  collected  and  paid, 
the  full  amount  of  such  bounty  or  premium,  or  allow- 
ance in  nature  thereof.  a.<i,  on  the  importation  of  simi- 
lar articles,  may  be  given  or  allowed  in  the  country 
or  place  from  which  the  same  shall  be  exported,  or  in 
the  country  or  place  wherein  the  same  shall  be  pro- 
duced or  manufactured  ;  which  shall  be  calculated  and 
ascertained  under  such  rules  and  regulations  as  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall,  from  time  to  time, 
fix  and  prescribe. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  an  addi- 
tion of  ten  per  centum  shall  be  made  to  the  several 
rates  of  duties  hereby  imposed  upon  the  several  arti- 
cles aforesaid,  which,  after  the  said  respective  times 
for  the  commencement  of  the  duties  hereby  imposed, 
shall  be  imported  in  ships  or  vessels  not  of  the  United 
Stutos  :  Provided,  That  this  addition  shall  not  be  ap- 
plied to  articles  imported  m  ships  or  vessels  not  of  the 
United  States,  entitled  by  treaty  or  by  any  act  of 
Congress  to  be  admitted  on  payment  of  the  same  du- 
ties that  are  paid  on  like  articles  imported  in  ships  or 
vessels  of  the  United  States. 

Skc.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  there  shall 
be  allowed  a  drawback  of  the  duties  by  this  act  im- 
posed upon  the  exportation  of  any  articles  that  shall 
have  paid  the  same,  within  the  time,  and  in  the  man- 
ner, and  subject  to  the  provisions  and  restrictions,  pre- 
scribed in  the  fourth  section  of  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  to  regulate  th<;  duties  on  imporU  and  tonnage," 
passed  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  April,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  sixteen. 

Sec  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  there  shall 
be  allowed  a  drawback  of  seventy-five  per  centum  of 
the  duties  by  this  act  imposed  on    uUow,  which  may 
be  manufactured   into  candles  or  soap,  by,  for,  or  on 
account  of,  the  person  or  persons  importing  the  same, 
I  upon  the  exportation  thereof  within  nine  months  afUr 
the  said  importation,  and  in  the  manner  prescribed  by 
j  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  allow  drawback  of  duties 
I  on  spirits  distilled,  and  sugar  refined,  within  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  for  other    purposes,"  so  far  as   the 
!  same  may  be  applicable,  and  under  such  rules  and  reg- 
I  ulations  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  SecreUry  of  the 
I  Treasury. 

Sec  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  exist- 
ing  laws  shall  extend  to,  and  be  in  force  for,  the  col- 
lection of  the  duties  imposed  by  this  act,  for  the  prose- 
cution and  punishment  of  all  oflfences,  and  for  the 
recovery,  coUecUon,  distribution,  and  remission,  of  all 
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fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures,  as  fully  and  effectu- 
ally as  if  every  regulation,  penalty,  forfeiture,  provi- 
sion, clause,  matter,  and  thing,  to  that  effect,  in  the 
existing  laws  contained,  had  been  inserted  in,  and  re- 
enacted  by,  this  act. 

RELIEF  OF  SARAH  PERRY. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Commitlee  of 
the  Whole,  Mr.  Taylor  in  the  Chair,  on  the  fol- 
lowing bill: 

A  Bill  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  Perry,  mother  of  the  late 
Oliver  H.  Perry. 

Be  it  enacted,  Jrc,  That  there  shall  be  allowed,  and 
paid,  to  Sarah  Perry,  mother  of  Oliver  Hazard  Perry, 
late  a  Captain  in  the  Mavy  of  the  Uniud  States,  a 
pension,  or  annuity,  of  thri-e  hundred  dollars  per  an- 
num, payable  half  yearly,  from  and  after  the  passage 
of  this  act,  for  and  during  the  term  of  her  natural  life, 
out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  ap- 
propriated. 

Mr.  Fuller,  of  Massachusetts,  staled  the  facts 
of  the  case  for  which  the  bill  was  intended  to  pro- 
vide. The  House  were  all  in  the  remembrance 
of  the  victory  obtained  on  Lake  Eric,  in  1813,  its 
brilliant  circumstances,  and  its  important  results. 
"When  the  death  of  the  gallant  officer,  who 
achieved  that  victory,  became  known  to  Congress, 
in  the  year  1819,  a  bill  was  introduced,  and 
promptly  passed,  which  made  provi.^ion  for  the 
support  of  his  wife  and  children.  For  some  rea- 
son, to  Mr.  F.  unknown,  the  name  of  his  luother 
was  not  inserted  in  the  bill,  and  she  had  remained 
entirely  dependent  on  one  of  her  sons,  now  no 
more,  who  supported  her  as  long  as  he  lived.  A 
second  son,  who  was  a  Lieutenant  in  the  Navy, 
continued  her  support  after  the  death  of  his  bro- 
ther; but,  three  years  since,  was  lost  at  sea  by  an 
accident  with  which  the  House  were  all  acquaint- 
ed. It  was  then  that  application  was  made  by 
Mrs.  Perrv,  whose  last  dependence  was  taken 
from  her,  for  public  support.  A  bill  was  last  vear 
brought  into  the  House  for  her  relief,  but,  from 
pressure  of  business,  or  some  other  cause,  had 
been  neglected  to  be  acted  upon.  The  present 
bill  had  the  same  object.  It  proposed  but  a 
slender  support,  and  the  object  of  its  provision 
was  far  advanced  in  years.  He  trusted  the  bill 
would  pass  without  opposition. 

Mr.  Hamilton,  of  South  Carolina,  asked  for 
the  reading  of  the  memorial  of  Mrs.  Perry,  which 
being  completed — 

Mr.  Hamilton  rose  and  addressed  the  House  to 
the  following  effect : 

I  hold  it,  sir,  as  a  position  not  to  be  controvert- 
ed, that  a  country  or  government  is  quite  as  much 
bound,  by  the  obligations  of  gratitude,  as  an  indi- 
vidual. That  these  obligations  result  from  great 
and  extraordinary  benefits  conferred  on  the  com- 
monwealth, producing  claims  which  it  is  the  pro- 
vince of  a  just  and  enlightened  nation  to  canvass 
and  appreciate.  And  further,  that,  in  a  republic 
like  ours,  where  we  give  nothing  to  pride  and 
luxury,  these  claims,  involvins;  a  pecuniary  boun- 
ty, are  to  be  considered  in  reference  to  the  extent 
and  character  of  the  services  on  which  they  are 
founded ;   the  ability  of  the  Governmeot  to  dis- 


charge them;  the  existence  of  absolute  want  of 
the  party  to  be  relieved,  and  that  the  relief  itself 
be  controlled  by  the  practice  and  maxims  of  a 
wise  and  judicious  frugality.  It  is  under  these 
principles,  which  I  regard  as  altogether  axiomatic 
m  the  polity  of  every  civilized  government,  that  I 
propose  to  bring  the  case  of  Mrs.  Perry. 

The  claims  of  this  lady  are  founded  on  the  ex- 
alted services  of  her  son,  Oliver  Hazard  Perry, 
who,  in  the  hour  of  "  your  utmost  need,"  won  for 
you  a  victory  of  vast  and  inestimable  importance. 
On  this  claim  a  peculiar  and  emphatic  strength  is 
conferred,  by  the  fact  that  your  hero  did  not  more 
entirely  owe  his  life  to  his  mother  who  gave  him 
birth,  than  he  did  those  great  qualities  of  soul 
which  enabled  him  to  achieve  that  incomparable 
exploit  with  which  he  has  enriched  the  renown  of 
his  country.  If  the  virtues  of  the  Gracchi  are  to 
be  attributed  to  the  lofty  sentiments  with  which 
the  daughter  of  Scipio  Africanus  imbued  their 
minds,  the  moral  power  of  Perry  is  as  truly  to  be 
traced  to  the  enlightened  instruction  of  his  mother, 
who,  by  the  course  she  pursued  in  his  education, 
seems  to  have  had  an  early  presentiment  of  the 
rich  fruits  which  would  reward  her  maternal 
labors.  For  such  a  task  this  lady  was  eminently 
qualified.  To  a  vigorous  and  cultivated  intellect, 
she  unites,  in  as  high  a  degree  as  any  one  I  have 
ever  known,  a  refined  sense  of  every  thing  that  is 
truly  elevated  and  great  in  human  action.  A  lore 
for  true  glory,  a  contempt  of  death  and  danger,  an 
ambition  controlled  by  an  exalted  patriotism,  and 
a  magnanimity  partaking  of  all  the  generous  and 
noble  sympathies  of  our  nature,  were  the  lessons 
she  successfully  and  incessantly  impressed  on  the 
mind  of  her  son.  I  speak  with  the  confidence  of 
one  having  a  personal  knowledge  of  these  facts. 
And  I  undertake  to  say  that  the  triumphant  de- 
feat of  your  enemies  in  the  engagement  of  the  lOlh 
of  September,  when  you  most  wanted  the  moral 
effect  of  victory,  is  essentially  to  be  attributed  to 
her  who  is  now  the  object  of  your  charity — to  her 
who  cast  your  hero  in  a  perfect  mould  of  heroism 
— who  girded  on  his  sword,  and  bid  him  go  forth 
and  conquer. 

But  I  will  now,  sir,  state  a  circumstance  in 
which  the  coldest  calculation  of  profit  and  loss 
will  perceive  some  justice  in  her  claim. 

After  the  achievement  which  has  rendered  the 
name  of  Perry  so  memorable,  it  was  the  misfor- 
ture  of  his  mother,  by  the  loss  of  her  husband,  to 
be  reduced  to  a  situation  of  difficulty  and  distress. 
Her  son,  with  a  filial  devotion  which  invariably 
distinguished  him,  immediately  appropriated  a 
portion  of  his  pay  to  the  support  of  his  parent  and 
her  then  unprovided  younger  children.  This  sa- 
cred annuity  was  paid  with  the  most  exact  punc- 
tuality, until  the  death  of  her  son.  On  the  cir- 
cumstances of  his  death  it  is  unnecessary  to  dwell. 
They  belong  to  a  mournful  portion  of  our  history. 
It  is  enough  for  my  purpose,  to  say,  that  he  died 
in  your  service,  in  the  performance  of^duties  which 
you  confided  to  him ;  and  if  be  had  not  been  com- 
missioned to  bear  your  flag  to  a  distant  and  insa- 
lubrious clime,  it  is  not  probable  that  you  would 
now  be  discussing  this  subject 
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This  pecuniary  loss  you  are  bound  to  make  up  |  your  table.  When,  however,  this  measure  was 
to  his  mother,  on  every  principle  of  justice,  laying  j  to  be  acted  upon,  some  of  its  friends,  from  a  fear 
aside,  altogether,  the  considerations  of  gratitude,  lest  the  whole  bill  might  be  lost,  in  contendmg 
Nor  is  the  force  of  this  claim  in  any  degree  im-  ;  for  too  much,  consented  to  the  erasure  of  this  most 
paired  by  the  fact  of  his  not  having  died  in  bat-  ;  pious  and  beautiful  feature  m  the  bill ;  one,  the 
tie.  Your  Government  sent  him,  in  the  month  of  most  strongly  indicative  of  the  feeling  and  con- 
August,  to  the  pestilential  banks  of  the  Oronoco,    siderate  gratitude  of  the  country.     Thegenileman 


in  tlie  performance  of  important  naval  and  diplo- 
matic functions,  where  he  encountered  perils 
greater  and  far  more  loathsome  than  the  hostility 
of  the  enemies  of  his  country.  These  claims  of 
his  thrice  widowed  mother  ought  not  to  be  de- 
stroyed, because  her  gallant  son  yielded  up  his 
spirit  to  the  ravages  of  an   odious  disease,  unso- 

laced  by   those  consolations  which  wojld   have  r  j      j 

soothed  his  last  pang,  if  he  had  died  in  the  battles    authorized  to  say  that  he  has  never  surrendered 
of  his  country.  I  his  opinion  that  the  mother  of  your  hero  has  yet 

I  come  now,  sir,  to  the  events  posterior  to  the  '<  an  uncancelled  claim  on  your  gratitude  and  jus- 
death  of  Commodore  Perry,  which  have  a  direct  |  tice.  I  feel  that  I  have  a  right  to  appeal  to  the 
relation  to  the  impulse  which  was  given  to  public  opinions  of  this  gentleman  ;  for  among  those  who 
opinion,  as  to  the  solemn  obligation  which  rested  ;  have  been  distinguished  in  the  parliamentary  bis- 
on his  country  to  make  provision  for  the  surviving    tory  of  your  country,  he  is  the  last  man  who  can 


from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Randolph,)  who  was  chair- 
man of  this  committee,  yielded  to  this  alteration, 
more,  I  have  understood,  from  considerations  of 
policy,  than  from  a  conviction  of  iis  propriety. 
[Mr.  Randolph  here  said  that  he  assured  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  that  he  had  never 
yielded  this  point.]  I  feel  myself  strengthened  by 
the  declaration  ot  the  gentleman,  and  that  I  am 


It  is  one 


be  accused  of  ever  having  advocated  a  wasteful 
and  unnecessary  expenditure  of  your  treasure. 

I  have  preferred,  sir,  in  the  narrative  I  have 
given  you,  even  the  risk  of  being  tediously  minute, 
rather  than  that  a  single  circumstance  should  be 


itry  to  mafceprov 
objects  of  his  solicitude  and  affection 
of  the  few  events  of  my  life,  of  which  I  have  just 
occasion  to  be  proud,  that,  in   the  Legislature  of 
my  native  State,  in  December,  1819,  I  moved  a 

series  of    resolutions,   requesting  our    delegation  ,  „ 

warmly  to  co-operate  in  any  measures  that  might  1  omitted,  calculated  to  give  you  a  full  view  of  Mrs. 
be  introduced  in  Congress,  calculated  to  testify  Perry's  situation.  Her  claim  now  recurs  with  all 
the  gratitude  of  the  country  to  the  memory  of  |  its  original  force,  and  may  be  said  to  carry  a 
Commodore  Perry.  These  resolutions,  having  a  species  of  moral  interest  from  its  postponement, 
direct  reference  to  the  subject  before  you,  were  i  Let  us  now  inquire  whether  this  claim  does  not 
unanimously  adopted  by  the  Legislature  of  a  j  come  fully  within  the  scope  of  the  principle  with 
Stale  second  to  none  in  its  ardent  devotion  to  a  1  which  I  set  out.  Does  not  this  lady  stand  in  the 
stern,  orthodox  republican  creed.  The  most  pro-  |  light  of  a  benefactress  to  her  country  ?  Did  she 
pitious  circumstance  attending  this  impulse  from  :  not  nourish,  at  her  bosom,  a  rnan  who  did  you  a 
South  Carolina  was,  that  the  measure  was  in  con- 1 
temporary  accord  with  the  views  of  a  gentleman  , 
(Mr.  Randolph)  now  on  this  floor,  who,  to  an  ■ 
object  so  patriotic,  pure,  and  grateful,  lent  the  [ 
persuasive  energy  of  his  eloquence.  This  gentle-  \ 
man  induced  the  House  to  adopt  a  resolution  for  ; 
the  appointment  of  a  select  committee,  to  whom  j 

wasconfided  the  duty  of  inquiring  what  provision,  . 

comporting  with  the  gratitude  of  the  country,  it  ;  many  topics,  odious  in  their  character,  and  perm- 
behooved  Congress  to  make  for  the  family  of  Com-    cious  in  their  discussion,  we  have  forgotten  a  part 


vast  and  countless  service?  Did  she  not  instil 
into  his  soul  those  moral  elements  which  fitted 
him  for  conquest — that  longing  after  immortali- 
ty— that  shining  and  transcendent  valor — that  re- 
fined and  exalted  chivalry,  which  give  an  inde- 
scribable charm  to  his  whole  character? 

I  fear,  sir,  if  these  questions  are  answered  coldly, 
even   in  the  affirmative,  amidst  the  agitation  ol 


modore  Perry.     To  one,  now  no  more,  (my  la 


of  what  we  owe  to  the  hero  of  Lake  Eric.     Is  it 


mented  predecessor.)  who  was  a  member  of  this    an  unreasonable  trespass  upon  your  time  to  aslc 
committee,  the  virtues  of  whose  noble  heart  were  i  you  to  go  back  with  me  for  one  moment  to  that  pe- 
enthusiastically  devoted  to  the  subjects  of  its  la-  '  riod  when  the  victory  of  the  lOlh  of  September 
bors,  I  am  indebted,  for  a  knowledge  of  the  prin-  ■  flashed  from  one  end  of  this  Union  to  the  other, 
ciple  by  which  the  committee  were  governed,  in    with  a  bright  and  cheering  lustre,  chasing  back 
reporting  the  bill  on  this  subject,  on  the  2Sth  of   to  the  regions  of  eternal  night  the  clouds  and 
February,  1820.     This  committee,  justly  regard-  I  darkness  which  once  seemed  to  have  rested  oa 
ing  the  great  and  eminent  services  of  Commodore  ,  your  destiny,  and,  in  the  light  of  its  glory,  giving 
Perry,  and  the  indigent  situation  in  which  he  had    new  ardor  to  valor,  fresh  hopes  and  confidence  to 
left  his  mother,  and  immediate  family,  thought  it  i  patriotism?     There  was  not  a  heart,  amon^  seven 
would  not  be  going  beyond  the  gratitude  of  the  \  millions  of  freemen,  amidst  all  the  distractions  of 
country,  and  the  wants  of  the  individuals  to  be  \  party,  to  which  it  did  not  bring  gladness  and  ex- 
relieved,  that  one-half  of  his  full  pay  and  emolu-  \  ultation  :  for  the  victory  was  perfect  in  its  kind, 
ments  as  a  post  captain  in  the  Navy  of  the  United  <  It  was  complete,  to  entire,  sweeping  and  over- 
Staie5,  should  be  divided   between  them  during  '  whelming  subjugation.     It  gave  security  to  fif- 
certain  periods,  and  on  certain  contingencies.  The  [  teen  hundred  mifts  of  your  frontier,  and  the  blow 
Tery  first  clause  in  this  bill  made  a  separate  and  j  which  went  home  to  the  pride  of  your  foe,  pal- 
distinct  provision  for  his  mother,  precisely  to  the    sied  the  uplifted  arm  of  his  savage  ally,  and  the 
amount  of  the  pecuniary  allowance  of  the  bill  on  I  tomahawk  fell  harmless   to  the  earth.     Amidst 
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these  events,  your  hero  stands  forth  in  high  and  !  there  may  be  something  superlatively  perilous  in 
resplendent  relief.  But  let  me  not  spoil  the  moral  {  the  example.  Let  me  not  be  told  that  you  have 
grandeur  of  a  scene  which  belongs,  by  the  joint  already  done  enough  in  providing  for  the  widow 
destiny  of  glory  and  genius,  to  the  pencil  of  some  j  and  children  of  Commodore  Perry.  I  say,  in  this 
future  artist  who  shall  be  worthy  ot  hii>  theme,  in  j  you  have  done  nobly ;  but  something  yet  remains 
feeling,  in  full  force,  all  its  matchless  sublimity.  |  to  complete  your  benefaction,  to  which  you  are 
Let  his  canvass,  then,  breathe  with  all  the  am- i  urged  by  the  strongest  claims:  for  the  situation  of 
mations  of  life,  and  glories  of  art.  To  him  be  i  bis  mother  is  equally  as  exigent,  to  say  the  least 
confided  the  task  of  representing  your  hero  in  the  {  of  it,  as  that  of  his  wife  and  children  ;  and  the 
midst  of  a  carnage  unexampled  in  the  annals  of  ,  relations  of  the  one,  to  the  object  of  your  grati- 


modern  warfare,  carrying  victoriously  the  tactics 
of  Rodney  to  a  dazzling  excess,  never  coniem- 

Elated  by  that  hardy  veteran  in  the  intensity  of 
is  valor. 
There  are,  Mr.  Chairman,  some  posthumous 


tude,  are  quite  as  proximate  as  those  of  the  other. 
I  believe,  sir,  that  I  have  but  one  more  topic 
on  which  it  is  indispensably  necessary  to  say  a 
word  ;  and  that  is,  as  to  the  wants  of  Mrs.  Perry. 
On  this  point,  I  can   assure   those  who  would 


claims  of  gratitude  which  survive  the  individual,  j  never  dispense  your  bounty  except  in  cases  of  ab- 
and  remain  on  this  side  of  the  grave.  It  is  when  solute  necessity,  that  she  is  quite  poor  enough  to 
the  object  of  our  gratitude  is  removed  beyond  the  |  satisfy  all  their  scruples.  But  I  do  not  think  it 
reach  of  our  kindness,  that  the  just  and  enlight-  ,  becomes  either  the  occasion,  or  the  memory  of  the 
ened  instinct  of  this  noblest  sentiment  of  our  na-  |  individual  to  whom  this  donation  to  his  mother 
ture  induces  us  to  go  forth  and  seek  for  those  our  j  would  be  a  precious  tribute,  to  institute  a  sort  of 
benefactor  loved  best,  and  on  them  to  lavish  the  [  commission  of  pauperism  to  ascertain  the  precise 
tributes  of  this  consecrated  obligation.  No  stone,  ■  condition  of  her  poverty.  I  will  not  invade  the 
erected  by  his  country,  marks  even  the  spot  where  sanctuary  of  her  domestic  fireside,  or  insult  her 
the  remains  of  our  gallant  countryman  are  mould-  '  misfortunes  at  the  price  of  your  favor.  Nor  will 
ering  into  "a  cold  clod  of  the  valley;"  but  this  '  I  pronounce  so  great  a  libel  on  her  surviving  chil- 
piitauce,  poor  as  it  is,  which  is  asked  for  his  j  dren,  however  slender  may  be  their  means,  as  to 
parent,  will  be  more  consoling  to  his  manes  than  i  insinuate  that  she  must  starve,  but  for  the  inter- 
monumental  glories,  in  which  the  genius  of  Chan-    position  of  your  bounty. 

try   and    Canova    might    contend    for   mastery,  j      Sir,  an  enlightened  gratitude,  governed  by  a 
Death  has  not  paid  the  obligations  of  gratitude  |  frugal  bestowment  of  public  rewards,  in  a  manner 


you  owe  your  hero.  They  survive  in  the  person 
of  the  venerable  being  who  gave  him  birth.  The 
force  of  this  truth  it  is  in  vain  for  you  to  escape. 
It  is  but  a  cold  and  heartless  sophistry,  which  at- 
tempts to  discriminate  between  the  gratitude  of  a 
country  or  government,  and  that  which  becomes 


consonant  both  to  the  purposes  of  justice  and  hu- 
manity, is  one  of  the  eminent  duties  which  a  Re- 
public has  to  perform  towards  those  who  have 
been  a  blessing  and  honor  to  their  country.  I  am 
happy  to  avail  myself  of  the  authority  oi  a  great 
man,  who  looked  far  into  the  philosophy  of  human 


an  individual.     They  are  obligations  of  equiva-    things,  and  had  the  most  impressive  mode  of  illus 
lent  authority,  and  rest  upon  the  soundness  of  the  |  trating  them :  "  No  man,"  says  he,  "  knows,  whea 


same  principle^ 

Let  us  now,  sir,  inquire,  whether  the  proposed 
annuity  of  three  hundred  dollars  to  Mrs.  Perry  is 
not  fully  within  that  frugality  which  ought  to 
govern  our  bounty.  Does  this  sum  allow  for  any 
thing  more  than  the  absolute  sustenance  of  life  ? 
Do  you  give,  in  such  an  amount,  one  farthing  to 
pride  or  luxury?  Let  me  next  ask,  whether  the 
payment  of  this  sum  is  within  your  ability  1  On 
this  point  I  am  admonished  into  silence  by  the 
ridicule  which  would  await  such  a  discussion. 
Nor  will  I  permit  you  to  plead  economy,  when  I 
see  so  little  of  it  employed  in  matters  wnich  have 
a  personal  reference  to  yourselves,  and  in  objects 
over  which  we  have  a  direct  control.  The  testi- 
monies of  your  extravagance  are  about  me.  The 
cost  of  one  of  those  columns  which  uphold  the 
dome  of  this  cheerless  waste  of  magnificence, 
would  provide  a  fund,  the  interest  of  which  would 
support  the  parent  of  our  hero  during  the  remnant 
of  her  life;  and  all  the  expense  of  the  proposed 
annuity  would  twice  over  be  paid,  during  its  ut- 
most duration,  from  the  amount  which  we  an- 
nually pay  out  of  the  public  Treasury  for  news- 
papers. Precedents  of  self-gratification,  it  seems, 
are  never  dangerous.  But,  in  bestowing  a  pit- 
tance on  the  mother  of  your  gallant  benefactorj 


he  cuts  off  the  incitements  to  a  virtuous  ambition, 
'  and  the  just  rewards  of  public  service,  what  infi- 
'  niie  mischief  he  may  do  his  country,  through  all 
'  generations.  Such  saving  to  the  public  may 
'  prove  the  worst  mode  of  robbing  it."  I  shall  be 
told,  probably,  that  the  fame  of  great  achieve- 
ments is  a  part  of  their  just  reward.  This  is  true, 
and  true  to  an  extent  which  I  am  happy  to  allow. 
Over  this  the  niggardly  grasp  of  contemporary  in- 
justice has  no  power;  for  it  may  be  said  of  these 
achievements,  as  it  has  been  beautifully  said,  in  ref- 
erence to  another  subject,  that  their  "price  is  im- 
mortality, and  posterity  will  pay  it."  Something 
may  be  urged  as  to  the  danger  of  the  precedent, 
should  you  grant  this  annuity  to  Mrs.  Perry.  If, 
therefore,  you  are  fearful  that  an  individual  act  of 
benevolence,  gratitude,  and  justice,  should  have 
the  authority  of  a  dangerous  general  rule,  let  it 
now  be  distinctly  understood,  that  this  lady  re- 
ceives this  donation  because  she  is  the  mother  of 
that  hero  who  captured  for  you  an  entire  fleet. 
Thus  modified,  I  confess  I  see  no  great  danger  in 
the  precedent.  I  should  presume  the  oftener  it 
could  be  successfully  quoted  for  your  consideration, 
the  better  it  would  be  for  your  fortunes,  more  es- 
pecially in  lime  of  war.  But,  if  you  desire  to  ex- 
clude altogether  the  use  of  the  precedent,  by  a  spe- 
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cies  of  physical  as  well  as  moral  necessity,  then  i 
say  at  once  thai  you  give  this  pittance  because  her 
son  defeated  the  enemy  of  his  country  in  the  first 
regular  fleet  engagement  which  wi?  ever  fought, 
and  the  case  stands  alone,  and  must  do  so,  to  the 
end  of  time.  But  I  feel  that  this  anticipated  cav- 
illing is  unworthy  of  my  subject.  I  make  my  ap- 
p;al  at  once  to  higher  considerations  than  those 
connected  with  this  mere  special  pleading. 

There  is,  sir,  a  mournful  vicissitude  in  the  con- 
cerns of  this  world.     I  recollect  that,  soon  after 
this  Hall   began  to  be  raised  from   the  ruin  in 
which  the  vandalism  of  our  enemy  had  involved 
it,  in  walking  around  its  then  naked  walls,  with 
the  lamented  Perry,  in  the  partial  fondness  of  his 
friendship,  he  was  pleased  to  express  a  belief,  that 
I  would  one  dav  have  the  privilege  of  being  heard 
on  this  floor,     kow  little  did  I  think  that  the  first 
word  I  was  destined  to  utter,  in  this  place,  would 
be  in  preferring  a  petition  for  bread,  in  behalf  of 
his  unfortunate  parent,  struck  down  and  impover- 
ished by  that  calamity  which  has  filled  his  coun- 
try witn  sadness  and  dismay.     But,  if  she  is  fated 
to  be  repulsed  in  this  application  to  your  charity, 
or  justice,  call  it  what  you  will,  I  shall  feel  that 
something  yet  is  to  be  added  to  this  melancholy 
incident,  to  complete  its  moral.     That  the  cup  of 
sorrow  has  not  yet  been  emptied  of  its  last  drop. 
If,  by  your  vote,  you  are  about  to  tell  her  to  knock 
at  that  door,  but  to  go  elsewhere  for  bread,  I  trust 
in  God  that  the  spirits  of  the  blessed,  by  his  mer- 
ciful providence,  are  kept  in  blissful  ignorance  of 
the  strife  and  vanities  of  this  wretched  sphere: 
that,  between  us  and   those  bright  mansions  of 
eternal  rest,  there  is  the  thick  vale  and  shadow  of 
death,  which  no  human  voice  can  pierce ;  and 
that  it  is  not  permitted  to  my  gallant  friend  to 
witness  this  humble  effort  which  I  have  made  for 
his   bereaved   parent — this  poor  tribute  which  I 
have  flung  upon  his  grave. 

Mr.  Henry,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  did  not  rise 
with  the  hope  of  emulating  the  thrilling  and  per- 
suasive eloquence  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina.  He  was  far,  very  far,  from  pro- 
posing to  himself,  an  effort  so  vain,  so  unavaiUng. 
It  would  be  his  endeavor  to  present  to  the  Com- 
mittee a  few  plain  considerations,  proving,  as  he 
conceived,  that  the  provision  contemplated  by  this 
bill  was  strictly  compatible  with  the  established 

fractice  and  the  sound  policy  of  the  Government, 
shall  assume,  said  he,  as  the  foundation  of  the 
remarks  I  intend  to  submit,  that  the  principle  on 
which  the  present  application  rests,  has  been  al- 
ready settled  in  the  act  passed  by  a  former  Con- 
gress, making  provision  lor  the  wife  and  children 
of  the  lamented  Perry.  What  was  the  induce- 
ment to  the  passage  oi  that  act  ?  Was  it  not  be- 
cause the  deceased  hero  was  endeared  to  the  nation 
by  his  eminent  services ;  and  because,  by  his  un- 
timely death,  his  wife  and  his  little  ones,  the  prin- 
cipal suff"erers  by  an  Sffiiction  which  covered  our 
land  with  mourning,  were  deprived  of  the  means 
of  decent  subsistence  ?  Why  should  the  aged  and 
venerable  mother  of  the  deceased  be  excluded 
from  the  benefit  of  a  similar  provision  ?  Was 
she  less  deeply  afiected^by  the  tidmgs  of  his  death  ? 


Who  can  adequately  conceive  the  anguish  of  a 
mother  who  mourns  for  her  first  born  ?  Must  she 
be  excluded  because  she  was  not  the  object  of  his 
tender  regard,  as  well  as  his  wife  and  his  children  ; 
or  because  the  obligation  on  his  part  to  maintain 
her  in  decency  and  comfort  was  less  sacred,  less 
imperishable  ?  The  tie  which  bmds  the  parent  to 
the  child,  and  the  child  to  the  parent,  as  it  is  the 
eldest,  so  it  is,  also,  the  latest  of  human  obliga- 
tions. The  sentiment  which  draws  a  son  to  a 
virtuous  and  exemplary  mother,  to  whom  he  owes 
an  immense  debt  oi  gratitude  and  duty,  constitutes 
one  of  the  noblest  and  most  refined  affections  of 
the  human  heart.  It  begins  with  his  being — he 
is  nourished  by  her  strength — "from  lips  that  he 
loves"  he  learns  the  lessons  of  truth,  of  wisdom, 
and  sincerity  ;  and  by  her  plastic  hand,  whilst  his 
heart  is  yet  soft  and  ductile,  he  is  moulded  to  vir- 
tue, to  manliness,  and  patriotism.  Tell  me  not  of 
the  influence  of  learnmg  and  philosophy;  or  of 
the  acknowledged  authority  of  paternal  example. 
These  are  indeed  essential :  they  are  capable  of 
doing  much.  But,  all  these  will  be  insufficient  to 
make  any  man  great,  if  the  proper,  the  indispen- 
sable foundation  be  not  laid  in  the  nursery.  I  ap- 
peal to  every  honorable  gentleman  to  recollect  the 
infinite  benefits  he  derives  from  the  loveliest,  the 
best,  and  most  virtuous  half  of  our  species,  and 
then  to  say,  if  he  can,  that  the  picture  I  have  at- 
tempted to  delineate  is  exaggerated.  We  have 
heard  repeated  allusions  to  tlie  brilliant  achieve- 
ments and  wonder-working  example  of  the  hero 
of  Lake  Erie.  Has  it  never  occurred  to  the  Com- 
mittee, that  to  the  early  training  and  correct  dis- 
cipline of  the  venerable  lady  whose  name  has  been 
so  often  mentioned,  he  was  indebted  for  the  infu- 
sion of  those  principles,  which  bore  him  upwards 
in  the  path  of  life;  and  finally  rendered  his  own 
name  illustrious,  and  covered  the  annals  of  his 
country  with  a  flood  of  glory  I 

As  to  the  propriety  of  granting  relief  in  this 
particular  case,  (the  principle  having  been  settled 
by  the  former  act,)  it  appears  to  me  there  can  be 
no  doubt.  The  evidence  on  our  table  exhibits  a 
case  of  extreme  distress.  The  mother  of  Perry 
was  in  reality  one  of  his  family.  That  manly 
son  regularly  appropriated  a  portion  of  his  own 
income  to  the  support  of  his  aged  and  infirm 
mother.  That  son  is  now  no  more;  that  appro- 
priation is  now  withdrawn.  The  nation  has 
adopted  his  beloved  wife  and  children  as  the  ob- 
jects of  their  peculiar  care,  because  they  were  de- 
pendent upon  him  for  the  means  of  subsistence. 
His  mother  was  equally  dependent  on  him.  The 
example  of  the  son  strongly  indicates  to  the  nation 
the  propriety  of  extending  to  her  that  assistance 
which  she  has  lost  by  his  death.  The  principle 
which  is  asserted  by  this  bill  is  not  assailable  on 
the  score  of  profusion ;  it  addresses  itself  to  the 
justice  of  the  nation.  I  am  greatly  mistaken  if  it 
is  not  founded  in  magnanimous  and  long-sighted 
economy.  Convince  tne  brave  man  who  goes  forth 
to  battle  that  his  country  will  step  in  to  the  relief 
of  those  who  are  left  destitute  by  his  death,  and 
his  soul  rises  superior  to  all  the  dangers  that  sur- 
round him.     Convince  him  that  the  dear  objects 
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of  his  affections  will  be  cherished  and  provided 
for  by  that  Government  for  whose  principles  he 
is  about  to  offer  up  his  life,  and  you  render  him 
invincible.  As  a  general  principle,  it  seems  to 
me,  no  position  can  be  more  defensible ;  and  I 
can  as  yet  perceive  no  good  reason  why  it  should 
not  be  applied  to  the  case  now  under  considera- 
tion. 

Mr.  WicKLiFFE,  of  Kentucky,  being  so  unfor- 
tunate as  to  differ  in  opinion  from  the  gentlemen 
who  had  addressed  the  House  in  favor  of  this 
bill,  by  way  of  trying  the  strength  of  the  House 
on  the  subject,  moved  to  strike  out  the  enactino^  ; 
clause  of  the  bill,  (in  effect  to  reject  it.)     Mr.  W.  j 
said,  he  felt,  and  sensibly  felt,  the  force  of  the  re-  ! 
marks  which  had  been  so  eloquently  made  by  the  i 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  on  the  subject,  ( 
lounded  on  the  merits  of  the  hero  whose  mother  | 
was  to  be  benefited  by  this  bill.     No  one,  he  said,  j 
felt  more  sensibly  than  himself  the  obligations  of  j 
the  principle  of  gratitude,  and  on  all  occasions,  as  j 
an  individual,  and  in  public  life,  he  would  ac-  I 
knowledge  them  ;  and  it  was  with  extrenae  regret  j 
that  this  individual  case  should  be  the  first  pre-  | 
sented  to  him  here,  in  which  he  found  himself 
bound  to  yield  to  imperious  duty  the  dictates  of 
mere  feeling.     It  was  not  a  belief  that  the  present  ' 
applicant  for  the  bounty  of  Congress  was  un- 
deserving— not  a  disagreement  in  the  sentiments 
as  to  her  situation,  which  had  been  expressed  by 
the  two  gentlemen  who  had  spoken,  that  induced 
him  to  make  this  motion,  but  the  principle  that  it 
is  dangerous  in  a  republican  Government  to  ex- 
tend the  system  of  pensioning  beyond  the  extent 
already  recognised  by  this  Government,  and  acted 
upon  tor  the  last  forty  years.     I  ask  you,  said  he, 
il  we  begin  thus  to  extend  it,  where  shall  we  slop? 
This  is  a  case  possessing  strong  claims  upon  our 
sympathy,  but  it  is  not  the  only  one  of  the  same 
character.     Is  the  victory  of  Commodore  Perry 
the  only  one  which  has  been   achieved  for  our 
country?     And  if  we  are  to  go  on  to  pension  the 
mothers  of  our  distinguished  heroes,  the  pensions 
are  not  less  due  to  the  mothers  of  the  honest  men 
who  carry  knapsacks,  than  to  those  of  the  distin- 
guished individuals  who  lead  them  into  action. 
Shall  we  extend  the  bounty  of  the  Government 
to  the  mothers  of  men  who  hold  a  distinguished 
rank  in  society,  and  when  application  is  made  in 
behalf  of  others  who  need  it  more,  and  are  perhaps 
not  less  deserving,  tell  ihem  we  can  extend  our 
benevolence  only  to  those  who  died  in  leading 
armies  or  squadrons  to  battle  ?     Shall  I  be  con- 
fined to  any  section  of  this  country  to  point  out 
instances  of  men  who  have  died  in  service,  leaving 
parents  in  an  humble  and  suffering  condition 7 
If  we  are  to  adopt  the  principle  of  this  bill  in  any 
case,  said   Mr.  W.,  I  should  be  for  going  the 
whole;  let  us  pass  a  pension  law  providing  for 
the  support  of  the  widowed  mothers  of  all  our  de- 
ceased heroes.     I  am  not  for  making  these  dis- 
tinctions.   Mr.  W.  said  he  did  not,  by  his  motion, 
design  to  express  sentiments   contrary  to   those 
which  had  been  so  feelingly  expressed  on  this  oc- 
casion, respecting  the  late  Commodore  Perry,  be- 
cause thev  were  the  sentiments  of  the  nation,  and 


we  are  all  bound  to  acknowledge  them,  but  to 
protest  against  a  system,  the  extension  of  which 
must  in  time  load  the  nation  with  a  pension  list 
beyond  its  means  to  support. 

Mr.  Cadv,  of  New  York,  said  that  when  this 
bill  was  brought  up  before  the  Committee,  he  did 
hope  that  it  would  pass  by  a  unanimous  vote. 
He  had  been  one  of  the  committee  who  reported 
it,  and  he  regretted  much  to  hear  the  objections 
which  had  fallen  from  the  gentleman  who  had 
just  sat  down.  For  himself,  ne  would  go  as  far 
as  any  man  in  guarding  the  treasury  of  the  coun- 
try from  unreasonable  and  improper  claims;  but, 
to  the  committee  who  reported  this  bill,  the  pre- 
sent appeared  to  be  a  claim  of  peculiar  character. 
What  we  all  owe  to  the  lamented  dead  no  man 
could  be  ignorant ;  the  committee  had  turned 
their  eyes  to  his  aged  mother;  they  found  her 
naked  and  they  proposed  to  clothe  her;  they  found 
her  hungry  and  they  proposed  to  feed  her.  It  had 
been  their  wish  to  smooth,  in  some  small  degree, 
her  flownward  path  to  that  bourne  from  whence 
no  traveller  returns.  The  sum  they  thought  to 
give  her  was  indeed  small,  but  they  had  hoped  it 
might  be  sufficient.  She  is  now  subsisting  on 
the  cold  charity  of  the  world  ;  it  was  the  purpose 
of  the  bill  to  rescue  her  from  that  dreary  lot,  and 
let  her  owe  her  subsistence  for  the  few  short  years 
that  remained,  to  the  gratitude  and  liberality  of 
her  country. 

Mr.  Cobb,  of  Georgia,  then  rose  and  said,  he 
feared,  after  the  eloquent  appeals  that  had  fallen 
from  gentlemen  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  House, 
that  he  should  be  heard  with  apathy,  if  not  worse ; 
but  he  could  not  but  think  that,  in  the  discussion 
which  the  subject  had  received  from  the  advocates 
of  the  bill,  too  great  a  range  had  been  allowed  to 
feeling,  and  not  quite  enough  to  cool,  dispassion- 
[  ate  judgmer^t.  In  the  internal  policy  of  this  coun- 
I  try,  no  maxim  was  more  fixed  or  more  important 
than  one  which  had  been  well  expressed  by  one  of 
our  own  statesmen,  that  an  extensive  pension  list, 
under  a  free  Republic  was  very  inexpedient.  We 
have  laid  down  on  this  subject  a  principle  to  which 
it  would  be  wise  to  adhere.  When  a  soldier  falls 
in  battle,  or  is  disabled  by  wounds  while  fighting 
for  the  country,  his  widow,  if  he  dies,  or  himself, 
if  he  lives,  shall  receive  support  from  the  funds  of 
the  nation.  But,  when  you  once  leave  this  sim- 
ple and  just  rule  of  proceeding,  where  are  you 
to  stop  ?  It  may,  perhaps,  in  some  cases,  be  ad- 
missible to  provide  a  temporary  aid  for  the  chil- 
dren of  those  who  die  in  the  field,  but  the  idea* 
that  the  nation  is  bound  to  support  the  widows, 
children  and  mothers  of  all  who  die  in  its  service, 
is  chimerical  indeed.  And  yet  it  comes  to  this. 
For,  if  the  mothers  of  those  who  die  in  the  Navy 
are  to  be  maintained,  why  not  of  those  who  die 
in  the  Army  ?  If  the  mothers  of  officers  of  high 
rank,  why  not  of  subaltern  officers?  Nay,  why 
not  of  the  common  soldier  ?  He  risks  his  life  for 
the  country  as  much,  if  not  more,  than  his  com- 
mander ;  so  that  even  on  the  ground  of  feeling, 
the  reasons  for  the  bill  entirely  fail.  Shall  we 
not  feel  as  much  for  the  poor  man  as  the  rich  ? 
I  for  the  humble  but  patriotic  soldier,  as  for  his 
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more  elevated  companion  in  arms  ?  Mr.  C.  said 
he  was  in  Congress  when  the  bill  for  the  support 
of  the  wife  and  children  of  Commodore  Perry 
passed  the  House.  It  was  known  to  all  who  were 
in  the  House  at  that  time,  that  that  bill  had  been 
advocated  by  two  of  the  most  distinguished  men 
that  ever  sal  in  Congress — one  of  whom,  (Mr. 
Lowndes,)  now  slumbered  in  the  grave — the  other 
was  yet  a  member  of  the  House.  It  was  to  the 
bursts  of  resistless  eloquence  which  broke  from  the 
lips  now  still  in  death,  that  the  passage  of  that 
bill  was  chiefly  to  be  attributed ;  it  was  passed  in 
a  moment  of  enthusiasm  ;  the  news  of  the  death 
of  Commodore  Perry  had  just  reached  the  House, 
and  feelings  were  excited  which  nothing  could 
control.  But  this  body  ought  not  to  be  under  the 
government  of  mere  leeling  when  about  to  legis- 
late ;  it  must  bridle  its  passions,  and  give  reason 
•opportunity  to  be  heard.  Some  uniform  rule 
■ought  to  be  established.  Already  the  pension  list 
of  this  young  country  is  swelled  to  more  than  two 
millions.  In  fifty  years,  asked  Mr.  C,  if  we  pro- 
ceed as  we  have  done,  what  will  it  be  ?  He  was 
seriously  aflfected  by  the  precedent  it  was  now 
proposed  to  set.  Mrs.  Perry  might  be  much  dis- 
tressed, and  it  was  not  disputed  that  her  son  had 
covered  his  country  with  glory.  His  merit  was  un- 
disputed ;  and,  he  would  say,  it  was  unsurpassed, 
too,  by  any  officer  of  his  own  grade.  But  what 
then  ■?  He  could  go  over  a  long  list  of  worthies, 
for  whose  families  no  provision  had  been  made. 
There  were,  at  this  hour,  hundreds  of  parents,  to 
whom  the  country  owed  much,  who  were  in  the 
same  circumstances  with  Mrs.  Perry.  One  in- 
stance had  recently  been  quoted  on  that  floor,  the 
case  of  Mrs.  Denny.  The  thing  was  unavoidable. 
It  was  one  of  the  fruits,  the  lamentable  but  ne- 
cessary, fruits  of  war,  in  all  ages  and  countries. 

Mr.  McDi'iniE,  of  South  Carolina,  next  took 
the  floor.  He  commenced  his  observations  by 
saying  that  he  should  feel  deep  regret  if,  in  the 
discharge  of  his  public  duty,  as  a  member  of  this 
House,  he  should  ever  find  the  dictates  of  policy 
incompatible  with  the  sentiments  of  gratitude  and 
maxims  of  moral  justice.  But  he  was  gratified 
to  believe  that  that  which  the  heart  of  every  up- 
right and  honorable  man  would  prompt  him  to  do, 
was  that  which  might  be  sustained,  as  the  true 
policy  of  a  Government,  on  the  cool  principles  of 
reason,  and  by  an  appeal  to  the  soundest  dictates 
of  practical  wisdom.  The  present  measure  was 
an  appeal  to  gratitude,  founded  on  the  principles 
of  expediency.  Did  he  not  believe  that  this  bill 
was  founded  on  considerations  of  the  most  en- 
larged expediency,  he  would  at  once  abandon  the 
bill  as  indefensible.  What,  he  asked,  is  the  great 
object  of  a  Government,  in  relation  to  the  military 
and  naval  service,  on  which  the  honor  and  even 
the  safety  of  the  country  so  much  depend  ?  With- 
out bravery,  military  renown,  heroism,  what  is  a 
nation  7  A  multitude  of  individuals,  little  better 
than  a  rabble.  Without  national  character,  what 
are  we?  Can  too  high  inducements  be  presented 
for  the  achievements  of  valor  which  serve  to  ele- 
vate, and  even  constitute  that  character?  Can 
such  acUisvements  be  estimated  by  money  ?    They 


cannot.  It  was,  therefore,  he  argued,  the  dictate 
of  sound  policy  to  pursue  such  a  course  as  would 
foster  the  feelings  and  deeds  upon  which  the  honor 
and  safety  of  the  country  depend. 

Against  these  sound  and  self-evident  views  of 
national  policy,  views  that  were  founded  in  the 
nature  of  man,  what  were  the  arguments  urged? 
The  danger  of  the  precedent:  if  we  pass  this  bill, 
it  was  said,  we  must,  in  justice,  allow  all  similar 
claims,  and  where  will  it  stop?  To  this  argu- 
ment, Mr.  McD.  said,  he  had  a  short  answer. 
Let  all  claims  of  equal  force  with  this  claim  be 
allowed  in  their  fullest  extent.  That  country, 
said  Mr.  McD.,  cannot  be  poor,  which  has  many 
such  claims  to  satisfy;  rich,  indeed,  is  that  nation 
whose  treasury  is  in  danger  of  empoverishment  by 
claims  like  this.  The  gentleman  from  Georgia 
has  said  that  if  we  extend  aid  to  the  aged  parents 
of  our  officers,  we  are  also  bound  to  do  the  same 
for  our  common  soldiers.  I  do  not,  said  Mr.  Mc- 
D.,  admit  that  position.  This  claim  rests  not 
simply  on  the  fact  of  Mrs.  Perry  being  the  mother 
of  Commodore  Perry,  but  on  the  additional  idea 
that  she  stood  to  him,  when  living,  in  the  relation 
of  a  dependant  on  him  for  support:  his  bounty  fed 
her.  When  he  died,  another  son  assumed  the 
pious  task:  of  his  fate  none  of  us  are  ignorant;  he 
magnanimously  sacrificed  his  life  in  an  effort  to 
save  his  comrade,  and  with  his  life  her  support 
was  cut  off.  Replying  to  another  part  oi  Mr. 
Cobb's  argument,  Mr.  McD.  went  on  to  say, 
there  is  a  broad  distinction  between  the  case  of  a 
high-spirited  and  distinguished  officer  and  that  of 
a  common  soldier.  The  latter  has  duties  of  a  far 
inferior  kind,  and  is  induced,  in  most  cases,  to 
enter  on  their  performance  from  mercenary  mo- 
tives— he  enters  the  service  for  his  daily  bread. 
Not  so  the  officer.  He  chooses  the  profession  for 
its  own  sake,  and  is  tempted  to  the  choice  by  the 
love  of  fame.  The  duties  of  a  common  soldier 
are  performed  if  he  fights  bravely,  stands  at  his 
post,  and  obeys  orders;  whilst  the  duties  of  the 
officer  are  of  the  most  arduous  character  and  of 
the  highest  national  importance.  And  when  a 
nation  has  in  its  service  high-minded  and  chival- 
rous officers,  it  is  her  soundest  policy  to  set  them 
free  from  pecuniary  anxiety.  Mr.  McD.  said  he 
could  see  no  danger  in  the  precedent,  in  this  case. 
The  services  of  the  son,  and  the  strict  and  entire 
dependence  of  the  mother,  formed  a  peculiarity  in 
the  case  which  prevented  that  danger.  The  mo- 
ther was,  in  this  respect,  in  the  place  of  one  of  the 
children  of  the  officer.  To  them  the  country  be- 
comes a  father — why  should  it  not  become  to  her 
as  a  son?  The  extension  of  the  pension  list,  by 
cases  of  parents  in  such  circumstances,  was  not  to 
be  apprehended.  The  lady  contemplated  by  this 
bill  is  far  advanced  in  years — the  pension,  if 
granted,  cannot  long  continue — the  subject  of  its 
bounty  must  soon  sleep  in  the  grave.  It  was 
more  safe  to  provide  for  the  parents  than  for  the 
children  of  our  defenders;  their  number  could 
never  be  formidable,  nor  the  duration  of  their  pen- 
sions long.  He  had  said  that  there  would  be  no 
danger  in  granting  this  aid — he  would  add,  there 
would   be  danger  in  refusing  it.     It  had   been 
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the   hackneyed   reproach   against  republics  that 
they  are  ungrateful ;  for  himself,  he  believed  the 
charge  was  a  false  one,  and  he  called  on  the  House 
to  prove  that  it  was  false.     Republics  ungrateful? 
A  country  dependent  for  its  safety,  for  its  very  ex- 
istence, on  the  services  of  its  citizens,  ungrateful 
for  them?    A  republic  was  the  last  government 
that  ought  to  cherish  ingratitude;  nor  did  he  be- 
lieve that  a  fair  examination  of  antiquity  would 
show  such  to  be  the  fact:  but,  granting  it  was  so, 
"we  were  only  the  more  imperiously  called  upon  to 
repel  such  an   imputation   in  our  own  case — to 
teach  the  world  that  a  republic  can  as  justly  ap- 
preciate, and  as  liberally  reward,  the  devotion  of 
gallant  men  to  the  public  service  as  the  most  des- 
potic governments  of  the  Old  World.     I  should, 
said  Mr.  McD.,  have  my  affections  for  a  repub- 
lican government  much  impaired,  if,  in  its  main- 
tenance, we  must  disregard  the  feelings  of  honor 
and  the  dictates  of  gratitude;  but  it  is  not  so; 
every  dictate  of  enlightened  policy  is  in  direct  op- 
position to  the  sentiment.     It  cannot  be  unwise  to 
do  what  the  feelings  of  an  honest  and  honorable 
man  tell  him  he  ought  to  do.     Sitting  in  this 
House,  said  he,  we  represent  the  people  of  the 
United  States;  and  I  trust  we  shall  not  dishonor 
them.     Need  I  ask,  if  this  claim  was  presented  to 
our  constituents,  what  they  would  do?     Suppose 
they  were  told  that  the  services  on  which  it  rests 
•were  rendered  to  the  nation  when  it  was  contend- 
ing at  a  fearful  odds  with  a  hardy,  powerful,  and 
Teteran  enemy — when  its  spirits  were  sunk  to  the 
lowest  point  of  depression,  and  every  heart  that 
loved  it  was  oppressed  with  despondent  forebo- 
ding— that  it  was  at  that  moment  that  this  hero 
reclaimed   her  from  degradation,  and  poured  a 
tide  of  exhilarating  joy  from  one  extremity  of  the 
country  to  the  other;  that  he  afterwards  went,  in 
the  discharge  of  public  duty,  into  all  the  dangers 
of  a  sickly  clime,  where  he  perished.     They  would 
turn  their  eyes  to  his  mother,  ageu  and  tremulous, 
and  tottering  over  the  verge  of  the  grave,  and 
they  would  consider  that  this  bill  asks  but  for 
three  hundred  dollars  a  year  to  feed  her,  and  to 
soothe  her  helpless  age.     Would   they  refuse  to 
give  it?    To  say  so  is  to  insult  the  American  peo- 
ple— it  is  to  offer  outrage  to  the  feelings  of  man. 
For  himself,  he  was  persuaded  that,  in  all  cases, 
feeling  and  honor  were  the  best  defence  against 
false  doctrine.     We  delude  ourselves  by  sophisti- 
cating, said  Mr.  McD.     We  are  drawn  into  error 
by  adverting  to  the  experience  of  other  nations. 
Gentlemen  had  urged  the  overgrown  pension  list 
of  Britain:  but  it  was  a  false  course  of  analogy 
to  reason  from  the  state  of  old  European  nations  to 
our  own  circumstances,  which  were  so  widely  dif- 
ferent.    Poverty  was  not  there  the  ground  oi  pen- 
sionary grants — so  far  from  it,  that  they  were  every 
day  bestowed  on  persons  rolling  in  wealth  and  lux- 
ury because  they  happened  to  be  related  to  those  in 
power.     With  us  it  is  far  otherwise.    Do  gentle- 
men suppose  that  because  we  give  in  a  peculiar 
and  strongly  marked  case,  we  must,  therefore,  be 
so  destitute  of  discretion  as  to  have  no  power  to 
stop?     Have  we  not  reason  to  guide  us?     Surely 
we  are  rational  beings,  and  we  are  able  to  stop 


when  we  judge  it  proper  to  do  so.  Will  gentle- 
men say  to  this  House,  "Don't  do  right  to  day, 
lest  you  should  do  wrong  to-morrow?"  In  the 
present  case,  feeling  and  reason  concur  to  estab- 
lish the  justice  of  the  claim,  and  he  called  upoQ 
the  House  not  to  violate  both  by  refusing  this  pit- 
tance to  a  poor,  aged,  dependent  woman. 

Mr.  A.  Stevenson,  of  Virginia,  next  addressed 
the  Committee ;  he  had  no  intention,  he  said,  when 
he  came  to  the  House,  of  participating  in  the  dis- 
cussion of  this  question  ;  tne  debate  had,  however, 
assumed  such  an  interesting  character,  that  he  felt 
himself  urged  by  considerations  of  duty  and  feel- 
ing to  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  Committee  for  a 
few  moments.     Mr.  S.  said  he  had  not  anticipated 
any  serious  opposition  to  the  bill ;  he  had  hoped 
it  would  have  passed  unanimously,  and  that  the 
House  (besides  performing  a  sacred  duty)  would 
have  been  enabled,  by  the  manner  in  which  the 
application  was  met,  to  have  soothed,  in  some 
measure,  the  afflictions  and  sorrow  of  this  venera- 
ble lady,  for  the  loss  of  her  gallant  son.     He  re- 
gretted that  the  gentlemen  from  Georgia  and  Ken- 
tucky should   have  felt  it  necessary,  in  the  dis- 
charge of  their  duty,  to  oppose  this  bill,  and  that 
regret  was  occasioned  by  the  character  of  their 
opposition.     The  Committee  had  been  told  that 
the  precedent  which  they  were  about  to  set,  in 
passing  this  bill,  was  one  of  alarming  and  dan- 
gerous character !     That  the  policy  of  the  Gov- 
ernment demanded  its  rejection,  and  that  there 
would  be  no  limit  to  applications  upon  our  bounty. 
Mr.  S.  denied  that  this  would  be  the  case— this 
was  not  an  application  to  the  bounty  of  the  Gov- 
ernment ;  nor  was  it  an  application  to  the  cold- 
handed  charity  or  generosity  of  the  House.     It 
was  an  appeal  to  the  iustice  and  gratitude  of  the 
nation !  for  there  could  not,  he  said,  under  Hea- 
ven, be  a  more  just  claim  than  that  which  was 
presented  by  a  parent  under  the  circumstances  of 
this  case,     out  was  the  House  to  be  fettered  by 
rules  and  precedents?     For  his  part,  he  cared  not 
for  precedents.    He  thought  it  was  only  necessary 
to  leave  the  decision  to  the  justice  of  the  House, 
and   that   precedents   might   be  dispensed   with. 
Surely,  gentlemen  were  not  afraid  that  precedents 
for  conferring  honor  and  gratitude  on  distinguished 
merit,  would  become  too  numerous!    Nor  did  he 
regard  the  number  of  applications  which  might  be 
made.     He  was  prepared  to  give  relief  to  all  who 
were  entitled  to  the  justice  and  gratitude  of  the 
nation — gratitude  for  services   could  not  be  too 
much  applauded.     The  generosity  of  our  national 
character  was  dear  to  the  people,  and  ought  to  be 
cherished  by  their  representatives.    He  would  place 
the  aged  parent,  and  especially  the  mother,  by  the 
side  of  the  widow  and  the  orphan — and  he  would 
do  this,  not  only  iu  relation  to  our  gallant  officers, 
but  to  the  humblest  man  who  should  die  in  the 
service  of  the  country.     Mr.  S.  asked  what  prin- 
ciple of  justice,  or  motive  of  policy  was  it  that 
did  not  operate  as  strongly  in  the  one  case  as  in 
the  other.     If  the  object  of  Government  in  pro- 
viding protection  for  the  widow  and  orphan,  be, 
to  excite  in  your  gallant  defenders  a  spirit  of  em- 
ulation and  patriotism,  and  to  stimulate  them  to 
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deeds  of  noble  and  daring  character,  why  might 
we  not  expect  the  same  result,  in  providing  for 
the  helpless  and  aged  parent  ?  Did  gentlemen 
require  that  the  feelings  of  the  son  were  to  be  lost 
in  those  of  the  husband  or  father  ?  Did  they  be- 
lieve that  all  the  moral  considerations  of  filial 
attachment  and  affection,  which  influence  the 
heart,  and  which  dignify  and  adorn  the  human 
character,  belonged  not  to  the  hero!  There  was 
a  sacredness,  Mr.  S.  said,  in  the  feelinp;s  of  a  son 
towards  an  aged  and  venerable  mother,  which 
could  not  be  expressed.  It  is  the  primeval  bond 
of  society,  and  the  sacrament  of  our  nature. 
What  do  you  imagine  would  have  been  the  feel- 
ings of  the  gallant  Perry,  whilst  he  was  bearing 
your  thunder  in  triumph  on  the  mountain  wave, 
if  he  had  supposed  that  that  country  for  whom 
he  was  prepared  to  ofler  up  his  life,  would  have 
suffered  his  aged  mother  to  be  thrown  upon  the 
cold  charity  of  the  world  to  beg  for  a  precarious 
subsistence  ?  What  would  the  nation  have  said, 
after  the  battle  of  Erie,  if  the  manner  in  which 
this  application  has  been  met  to-day,  had  been 
then  foretold  ?  Almighty  God !  is  it  possible, 
that  in  this  country,  where  triumph  such  pure 
and  liberal  principles,  and  where  the  character  of 
man  has  been  so  exalted,  the  charge  of  national 
injustice  and  ingratitude  is  to  be  sustained  ?  But, 
Mr.  S.  said,  if  he  was  wrong  in  placing  the  pa- 
rent upon  the  same  footing  with  the  wife;  yet, 
was  this  not  a  case  which  stood  upon  peculiar 
grounds,  and  claimed  especially  the  justice  and 
gratitude  of  the  nation  ?  Who  was  the  appli- 
cant ?  The  mother  of  five  sons,  who  had  devoted 
their  all  to  their  country,  and  two  of  whom  had 
died  in  its  service! — the  mother  of  one  of  your 
noblest  and  most  distinguished  heroes — a  man 
who  exalted  your  national  character,  by  the  splen- 
dor of  his  victories  and  valor,  and  added  to  your 
arms  imperishable  honor !  Let  gentlemen  cast 
back  their  eye  to  the  history  of  the  past  war.  Do 
ihey  forget  the  difficulties  under  which  it  com- 
menced, and  the  disasters  which  befel  us  ?  Roused 
from  a  long  peace  of  thirty  years,  most  of  our 
Revolutionary  heroes  gone,  without  officers  of 
experience,  without  military  science  or  military 
establishments,  a  dark  gloom  pervaded  the  Union  ; 
It  was  the  American  navy  (filled  with  our  gallant 
and  hardy  sons  of  ocean)  who  first  brolce  the 
gloom,  and  raised  to  its  highest  pitch  the  enthu- 
siasm of  the  nation.  Do  gentlemen  forget  how 
soon  they  proved  to  the  enemy  that  her  soldiers 
were  not  invincible,  nor  her  wooden  walls  invul- 
nerable 7  Even  England  was  forced  to  acknow- 
ledge their  superiority,  and  Europe  stood  con- 
founded. The  battle  of  Lake  Erie  was  then 
hailed  as  a  victory,  glorious  and  unparalleled  in 
the  history  of  nations.  In  its  consequences  it  was 
almost  unexampled.  It  swept  from  the  enemy  the 
labors  of  half  a  century,  and  destroyed  the  whole 
of  her  naval  power  upon  the  Lakes,  (which  ren- 
dered her  in  thatquarter  invulnerable.)  and  enabled 
her  to  wield,  with  powerful  effect,  the  arm  of  the 
ruthless  savage.  It  was  Perry  who  achieved  this 
victory  ;  it  was  his  valor  which  has  rendered  Lake 
Erie  a  monument  of  American  glory,  and  made 


I  the  name  of  your   country  respectable  in  every 
j  quarter  of  the  world.     And  now,  when  the  mother 
of  this  gallant  chieftain  (by  whom  she  was  sup- 
I  ported)  comes  and  demands,  from  the  repre^nta- 
I  tives  of  that  country  whom  he  has  thus  honored, 
I  bread,  we  are  told  to  give  her  a  stone.     Economy 
I  and  policy,  too,  we  are  told,  refjuire  it,  and  the 
I  people  expect  it.     Sir,  said  Mr.  S.,  this  is  a  slan- 
i  der  upon  the  nation.     Let  those  who  oppose  this 
i  bill,  go  back  to  their  constituents  and  tell  them 
!  what  they  have  done ;  that  they  turned  from  their 
I  door,  in  the  evening  of  a  long  life,  the  aged  and 
!  venerable  mother  of  the  gallant  Perry,  and  doomed 
'  her  to  the  charity  of  the  world ;  and  if  their  con- 
;  duct  is  not  reproached,  1  can  only  say,  that  the 
j  people  whom  they  represent  are  wholly  unlike  the 
1  generous  and  high-minded  and  honorable  freemen 
whom  I  have  the  honor  and  pleasure  to  represent 
I  on  this  floor.     Sir,  said  Mr.  S.,  I  call  upon  the 
I  House  to  pause,  in  the  vote  they  are  about  to 
give;  I  conjure  gentlemen,  by  every  motive  which 
can  bind  them  to  a  correct  discharge  of  duty — for 
j  the  honor  of  the  nation  and  its  justice,  not  to 
I  reject  this  application  ;  to  let  their  mistaken  no- 
tions of  cold  calculating  policy  perish  in  the  blaze 
of  more  generous  and  better  feeling,  and,  by  una- 
nimity, afford  some  comfort  and  consolation  to 
the  wretched  parent  of  this  gallant   chief,  and 
pour  into  her  agonized  boiom  the  balm  of  a  na- 
tion's gratitude. 

Mr.  Clay  (the  Speaker)  said  he  regretted  ex- 
tremely that  the  views  which  he  entertained  of 
this  subject  were  such  as  would  not  allow  him  to 
accord  with  the  gentlemen  who  supported  the  bill. 
If  it  were  a  question  merely  of  feeling,  he  should 
probably  accompany  his  assent  to  it  with  those 
eulogiums  so  eloquently  bestowed  upon  the  Victor 
of  Lake  Erie,  and  so  justly  merited.  If  the 
amount  of  money  which  the  bill  proposed  to  dis- 
burse was  the  only  objection  to  it,  he  should  not 
have  offered  any  opposition  ;  but  it  was  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  bill  against  which  he  protested,  and 
he  conjured  gentlemen,  before  they  gave  their  as- 
sent to  this  bill,  to  pause,  lest,  under  the  influence 
of  the  bursts  of  eloquence  which  had  been  heard 
to-day,  they  should  be  instrumental  in  establishing 
a  principle  which  he  believed  to  be  pregnant  witS 
infinite  mischief.  The  principle  of  the  present  sys- 
tem of  pensions  is,  that,  for  the  support  of  him  who 
is  disabled  by  wounds,  or  the  family  of  him  who 
falls  in  battle,  provision  shall  be  made  from  the 
Treasury.  Commodore  Perry  neither  fell,  nor 
was  he  wounded,  in  battle.  In  the  case  of  his 
wife  and  children,  then,  there  had  been  already  a 
departure  from  the  principle  of  our  pension  list, 
and  now  a  still  further  departure  from  it  was  pro- 
posed, in  order  to  provide  for  another  relative  of 
the  same  officer.  Mr.  Clay  called  upon  gentle- 
men not  to  suffer  themselves  to  be  led  away  from 
the  true  view  of  this  question,  by  the  seductive 
illusions  of  military  or  naval  glory.  Was  there 
no  service  but  the  military  or  naval  ?  Was  there 
no  instance,  in  civil  service,  of  meritorious  indi- 
viduals dying  whilst  in  the  public  employ,  and 
leaving  families,  pining  in  want  and  overwhelm- 
ed in  distress  ?    Mr.  C.here  alluded  to  the  case  of 
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a  distinguished  individual,  (Mr.  Gerry,  it  is  sup- 
posed.) who,  not  many  years  ago,  holding  a  high 
civil  office,  died  literally  in  the  discharge  of  his 
public   dutv,   far  advanced   in  years,  and   leav- 
ing a  destitute  family.     That  case,   said  he,  is 
well  remembered  ;  and  do  we  not  all  know  that 
every  species  of  relief  or  compensation  was  re- 
fused to  his  aftlicted  family  ?     Mr.  C.  asked  gen- 
tlemen to  regard  all  services  with  an  equal  eye, 
and  not  make  unjust  discriminations.     And,  on 
the  score  of  gratitude,  he  asked,  is  there  to  be  no 
limit  to  the  operation  of  that  feeling  on  the  pub- 
lic counsels?  What,  he  asked  further,  is  the  basis 
of  our  present  pension  list  ?    Gratitude.     What 
is  the  basis  upon  which,  in  other  countries,  aris- 
tocracies are  erected,  and  titles  and  honors  show- 
ered on  individuals,  to  be  transmitted  down  to 
their  remotest   posterity,  but  the  same  principle  ? 
Mr.  C.  said  he  should  not,  however,  have  risen, 
but  for  some  general  observations  on  this  subject, 
which  had  fallen  I'rom  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  on  national  glory.   If  you  wish  to  make 
your  country  illustrious,  said   Mr.   C,  you  must 
diffuse  your  glory.     It  is  not  your  heroes— God 
knows  we  have  had  enough  of  them  within  the 
last  twenty  years — every  man  now  is  a  hero — it 
is  not  your  heroes,  but  the  body  of  the  people,  the 
men  who  fight  your  battles,  to  whom  you  are  in- 
debted for  your  safety  and  your  eminence  as  a 
nation.     But  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
talkingof  the  soldiers,  says  they  fight  for  pay  only, 
whilst  their  commanders  fight  for  glory.     Is  this 
the  case  ?     Look,  sir,  at  the  battle  of^  New  Or- 
leans, rendered  more  familiar  to  our  memory  by 
the  very  recent  celebration  of  its  anniversary  ;  the 
militia  who  poured  down  the  Mississippi  upon  the 
enemy,  and  met  him  step  by  step  as  he  advanced, 
were   they  actuated   by  a  mercenary    principle  ? 
No,  sir;  tar  otherwise.     Mr.   C.  went  on  to  say, 
that  he  had  ever  been  disposed,  as  far  as  possible, 
consistently  with  the  public  interest,  to  reward 
our  successful  commanders  and   illustrate  their 
services  ;  but  the  body  of  the  people  it  is  on  whose 
virtue  and  valor  we  must  depend   for  the  preser- 
vation of  our  liberties.     If,  in  awarding  pensions 
Congress  went  one  step  beyond  the  principles  al- 
ready recognised,  where  would  they  stop  ?    They 
must  go  on  without  limit,  examining  in  detail  the 
circumstances   which    constitute  each  particular 
claim  preferred  upon  the  public  bounty,  and  meas- 
ure it  out  accordingly.     Under  the  present  sys- 
tem, which  allows  pensions  for  death  or  disability 
incurred  in  the  public  service,  we  have  a  general 
rule  which  does  not  depend  on  circumstances,  and 
may  be  safely  applied.     It  is  one  which  depends 
upon  facts,  and  not  upon  eloquent  appeals  to  the 
feelings,  by  yielding  to  which,  principle  might  be 
disregarded.     This  was   the  danger  to  be  appre- 
hended from  the  precedent,  should  the  present  bill 
pass.     What  has  become  of  him,  said  Mr.  Clay, 
who  was  second  to  Commodore  Perry  in  his  me- 
morable contiict  ?     He  too    has   fallen,  and  his 
family,  it  is  within  the  knowledge  of  some  of  us, 
is  suffering  i>om  the  want  of  the  necessary  means 
of  aid.      Turning  to  the  State  from  which   he 
came,  where,  Mr.  C.  asked,  is  the  widow  of  Colo- 


nel White,  born  to  splendid  fortune,  the  whole  of 
which  was  expended  in  the  Revolutionary  war  ? 
She  is  old,  and  in  need  of  aid.     I  have,  said  he, 
a  petition  to  present  to  this  House  from  this  ven- 
erable lady,  making  the  most  feeling  appeal  to 
Congress  in  her  behalf;  yet,  in  answering  her 
letter,  assuring  her  of  the  pleasure  I  should  have 
in  presenting  her  memorial  to  the  House,  I  did 
not  venture  to  hold  out  to  her  the  most  distant 
hope  of  success  in  her  application.     Look  abroad, 
said  Mr.  C,  in  all  the  walks  of  life,  and  see  how 
many  indigent  families  there  are  of  individuals 
who  have  rendered  most  distinguished  services  to 
their  country.     Shall  we  select  the  families  of 
those  who  wore  epaulettes  on  their  shoulders  and 
swords  by  their  sides,  for  peculiar  favor,  whilst 
we  leave  to  pine  in  penury  the  families  of  those 
who  have  spent  their  lives  in  civil  service  ?    Not, 
Mr.  C.  said,  that  he  would  extend  the  principle  of 
pensions  lo  civil  life  ;  but  he  would  restrict  it  to 
Its  present  limit,  within  which  it  is  safe.     There 
was  nothing  more  insinuating  than  applications 
of  this  description.    But,  he  said,  look  to  what 
they  had  led  in  other  countries.     Look  to  the  pen- 
sion list  of  England,  swelled  to  an  amount  enor- 
mously great.    Nay,  look  to  our  own  pension  list, 
already  amounting  to  nearly  two  millions  of  dol- 
lars annually.   Let  us  not,  said  Mr.  Clay,  surren- 
der ourselves  to  the  captivating  eloquence  which 
we  have  heard  on  this  occasion,  on  all  sides  of  the 
House  ;  let  us  rather  be  influenced  by  reason,  prin- 
ciple, and  precedent.     Let  us  put  some  limit  to 
this  principle  of  gratitude,  however  justly  it  has 
been  extolled.     When  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  now  no  more,  first  intro- 
duced a  bill  containing  this  provision,  as  well  as 
the  one  wbich  passed  for  the  relief  of  the  widow 
and  children  of  Commodore  Perry,  1  told  the  gen- 
tleman, said  Mr.  C,  that  we  were  going  too  far. 
When    I   appealed  to  his  better  judgment,  and 
pointed  out  the  fatal  consequences  of  this  prece- 
dent, he  consented  to  strike  out  the  provision  for 
the  mother.    I  hope  we  too  shall,  on  this  occasion, 
availing  ourselves  of  his  enlightened  wisdom,  pur- 
sue the  course  which  it  dictated  to  him,  and  refuse 
to  pass  this  bill. 

Mr.  Randolph,  of  Virginia,  rose  for  the  single 
purpose  of  asking  the  honorable  gentleman  who 
had  just  sat  down  how,  upon  his  own  principles, 
he  reconciled  his  support  of  the  bill  making  pro- 
vision for  the  widow  and  children  of  Commodore 
Perry  with  his  opposition  to  this  bill  ?  Whether 
the  bill  first  mentioned  was  not  the  very  departure 
from  principle  against  which  the  gentleman  has 
warned  the  House  this  morning? 

Mr.  Clay  said  it  was  a  departure  from  the  gen- 
eral rule.  But,  having  already  departed  from  it, 
shall  we  make  another  and  much  wider  departure  ? 
With  regard  to  that  bill,  however,  Mr.  C.  said, 
he  had  rendered  it  no  special  support,  and  he  did 
not  know  whether  or  not  he  had  voted  upon  it. 
It  was  a  departure,  but  it  was  a  safe  departure 
when  compared  with  that  which  was  now  pro- 
posed. 

Mr.  Hamilton  said  that,  in  rising  to  reply  to 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  he  could  not  but 
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feel  a  foreboding  how  hopeless  the  attempt  must  I 
be  to  break  the  spell  of  that  eloquence  for  which,  , 
if  he  might  so  speak,  this  House  had  a  sort  ofj 
habitual  deference  and  admiration.  But  he  could 
not  permit  the  objections  which  had  been  offered  , 
to  the  bill  to  pass  entirely  unnoticed.  I  wish,  said  , 
Mr.  H.,  the  gentleman,  before  he  had  spoken  hy-  i 
pothetically  as  to  the  danger  of  the  precedent ' 
which  would  be  afforded  if  you  granted  the  pro- 
posed annuity  to  Mrs.  Perry,  had  looked  into  your  \ 
statute  book,  where  he  would  find  on  record  an 
act  granting  pensions  to  the  four  daughters  of  the 
Count  de  Grasse,  a  foreigner,  who  fought,  it  is 
true,  in  our  battles,  but  who  was  nevertheless  com- 
missioned bv  a  foreign  Prince,  to  whom  he  may 
be  said  to  have  been  a  stipendiary.  To  grant 
pensions  in  these  cases,  and  to  refuse  one  in  the 
instance  before  you,  appears  to  involve  a  species 
of  inconsistency  and  ingratitude  which  cannot 
but  be  regarded  as  altogether  monstrous.  The 
gentleman  asks,  triumphantly,  where  these  cases 
are  to  end,  as  if  there  was  always  something  pain- 
fully irksome  in  the  dischargeof  these  obligations. 
I  hope,  for  the  honor  of  my  country,  they  may 
never  end ;  for,  so  long  as  we  are  blessed  with 
.such  achievements  as  the  victory  on  Lake  Erie, 
more  especially  in  time  of  war,  the  country  can 
never  be  poor,  in  any  just  sense  of  the  term.  lam 
also  asked  by  him  it  there  is  no  other  instance  of 
services  of  a  similar  character  rendered  to  the 
country?  I  say,  yes;  and  that,  moreover,  if  the 
mother  of  McDonough  were  ever  placed  in  a  like 
Situation  of  exigency  and  bereavement  with  the 
parent  of  your  deceased  hero,  under  the  prelimi- 
nary principles  which  I  laid  down  in  this  discus- 
sion, I  would,  without  he>itation,  vote  a  similar 
annuitv  for  her  relief.  The  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky had  been  also  pleased,  Mr.  H.  said,  (not 
with  the  intention,  he  presumed,  but  with  the  di- 
rect effect  of  flinging  unnecessary  prejudice  on  this 
appeal,)  to  recur  to  the  pension  list  of  England,  to 
sustain  him  in  his  money-saving;  doctrine.  But, 
until  he  could  prove  a  verisimilitude  between  the 
form  of  that  Government  and  our  own,  he  would 
in  no  way  be  benefited  by  his  reference.  In 
Great  Britain  it  was  true  that  the  stream  of  pub- 
lic bounty,  instead  of  refreshing  the  legitimate  de- 
partments of  the  public  service,  is  diverted  into 
channels  into  which  it  ought  never  to  flow.  There 
is  a  species  of  instinctive  corruption  in  that  Gov- 
ernment ;  for,  in  order  to  preserve  its  artificial 
checks  and  balances,  the  ministry,  by  a  perversion 
of  the  public  rewards,  are  compelled  in  this  way 
to  secure  an  effective  majority  in  Parliament.  But, 
in  a  Government  of  responsibility  like  ours,  where 
was  the  danger  of  these  evils  ?  They  could  never 
exist  until  our  institutions  were  swept  into  ruin 
and  oblivion. 

The  gentleman  has  also,  said  Mr.  H.,  brought 
out,  in  its  full,  and,  I  presume,  as  he  regards  it,  its 
feartul  amount,  the  sum  which  we  now  pay  on 
account  of  Revolutionary  pensions.  This,  he  says, 
has  been  swelled  to  two  millions  of  dollars.  And, 
sir,  to  whom  is  this  sum  paid  ?  To  the  very  men 
who  won  the  whole  fee  simple  of  the  estate  out 
of  wi.ich  you  pay  this  modicum  in  the  way  of  a 


life  interest — to  those  who  gave  you  the  splendid 
aggregate,  and  many  of  them  at  the  price  of  their 
blood.  But,  the  patriotic  apprehension  of  the 
gentleman  may  be  soothed  by  the  consciousness 
that  time  is  rapidly  diminishing  this  sum  which 
he  contemplates  with  such  appalling  emotions. 
Yes,  sir,  said  Mr.  H.,  the  moment  is  not  far  dis- 
tant when  not  one  of  that  venerable  band  will  be 
left  to  tell  us  by  their  presence  how  much  we  owe 
them.  It  is  then,  when  stung  by  a  sense  of  in- 
gratitude, we  shall  revive  each  long-forgotten  tes- 
timony of  high  service  and  generous  devotion.  I 
wish,  as  the  gentleman  has  spoken  as  to  amounts 
somewhat  with  the  precision  of  figures,  that  he 
had  condescended  to  have  opened  an  account  cur- 
rent between  the  United  States  and  our  deceased 
hero,  and  have  ascertained,  in  a  pecuiary  point  of 
view,  on  which  side  the  balance  resides.  He 
would  have  found  that  the  munitions  of  war  cap- 
tured by  Perry  would  three  times  over  pay  all  the 
charges  of  his  family,  or  those  yet  desired  to  be 
made  on  the  Treasury  of  this  country.  The  very 
bunting  and  spars  he  took  from  your  enemy  would 
pay  this  pittance  to  his  mother. 

Mr.  Kremcr,  of  Pennsylvania,  now  rose  and 
said,  he  did  not  calculate  that  he  was  able  to 
throw  much  new  light  on  the  subject;  but  he  was 
impressed  with  the  history  of  this  venerable  lady, 
whose  son  had  perished  in  the  service  of  hi^  coun- 
try. She  had  no  other  prop  or  stay.  That  son 
had,  by  his  services,  enabled  us  to  wrest  the  sav- 
age tomahawk  from  the  hands  of  the  Indian,  and 
had  quieted  the  fears  of  women  and  children 
through  hundreds  of  miles  of  the  frontier.  She 
could  point  to  her  son,  and  say  to  the  people, 
"  This  my  son  dried  your  tears,  and  drove  your 
fears  away."  If  we  want  soldiers,  we  must  give 
them  a  love  for  heroic  actions.  You  must  be  able 
to  say  to  your  sons,  '•  Behold  that  venerable  lady  ; 
'  she  gave  birth  to  a  gallant  son,  who  fought  in 
'  defence  of  his  country.  He  died  and  left  her  poor, 
'  and  now  that  country  gratefully  maintains  her." 
Would  not  the  House  enable  American  parents 
to  say  this  ?  He  need  not  wait  for  their  answer. 
He  wanted,  he  said,  to  reply  to  the  honorable 
Speaker,  by  a  single  word.  To  compare  the  ser- 
vices of  a  common  soldier  with  those  of  such  a 
commander  as  Perry,  was  like  comparing  the 
strength  and  size  of  a  child  to  those  of  a  giant. 
He  had  laid  his  bosom  bare  to  every  danger  on 
the  seas,  and  even  in  the  tented  field,  while  others 
staid  at  home,  basking  in  the  sunshine  of  Execu- 
tive favor.  Mr.  K.  said  he  should  not  longer 
trouble  the  House,  and  resumed  his  seat. 

After  a  few  observations  between  Mr.  Cobb 
and  Mr.  Hamilton,  in  relation  to  the  present  sit- 
uation of  Mrs.  Perry, 

The  question  was  taken  on  striking  out  the  en- 
acting clause,  (in  effect  to  reject  the  bill)  and  car- 
ried, ayes  121 ;  but,  after  being  reported  to  the 
House, 

Mr.  Archer,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  recommit 
the  bill,  with  a  view  to  ascertain  whether  some 
inodification  of  it  could  not  be  made,  by  a  limita- 
tion of  the  term  of  the  pension  or  otherwise,  so 
as  to  meet  the  views  of  the  House. 
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This  motion  prevailed,  but  not  by  any  consider- 
able majority. 

And,  on  motion,  the  House  adjourned. 


and 


for  other  purposes;  which  was  read  twice, 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  from  the  Commit- 
ftee  of  Ways  and  Means,  made  a  report  on  the 
petition  of  George  B.  R.  Grove,  accompanied  by 
Monday,  January  12.  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which  bill  was  read  twice, 

Mr.  Mercer  presented  a  petition  of  George  ^  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
Taylor,  of  the  Slaie  of  Virginia,  praying  that  |  Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
measures  maybe  taken  to  compensate  him  for  i  Committee  of  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  peti- 
spoliations  committed  on  his  lawful  commerce,  .tion  of  Joseph  Wheaton,  for  payment  of  the  ex- 
on  the  high  seas,  by  French  cruisers,  between  the  'penses  incurred  in  removing,  with  the  Govern- 
years  1793  and  1800;  the  United  States  having,  '  ment,  from  Philadelphia  to  Washington,  in  1800, 
m  the  convention  of  1800,  absolved  the  Govern-  i  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which  bill 
ment  of  F' ranee  from  all  liability  on  account  of  |  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
said  spoliations.  \  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Hemphill  presented  a  petition  of  the  Cham- 1  A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
ber  of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  .  that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
praying  for  the  erection  of  a  *'  breakwater,"  at  the  :  titles,  viz  :  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Josiah  Hook, 
mouth  of  the  Delaware,  for  the  security  of  the  ;  jr.,"  and  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  Joseph  C.  Boyd ;"  in  which  bills  the 


Yesselb  navigating  the  same. 

Mr.  Farrelly  presented  a  memorial  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  county  of  Erie,  and  parts  adja- 
cent, in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  praying  that 


Senate  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President 
OF  the  United  States,  as  follows: 


measures  may  be  adopted  to  remove  the  bar  at  the  ,  jv  ^f^f  //^y^j  ^y  ReprtserUalives  of  the  Uttited  States  : 
entrance  of  the  harbor  of  Presque  Isle, 

Mr.  Eddy  presented  a  memorial  of  the  commit- 
tee apjiomted  by,  and  acting  for,  the  manufac- 
turers of  cotton,  and  others  interested  in  the  manu- 


facture of  that   article,   in   the   State  of  Rhode 


In  tnswer  to  a  resolution  of  the  Hou»e  of  Repre- 
•entativei,  of  December  24,  requesting  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  lay  before  the  House  such  in- 
furraalion  as  he  may  possess,  and  which  may  be  dia- 
closed  without  injury  to  the  public  good,  relalive  to  the 
determination  of  any    Sovereign,  or   combination    of 


Island,  praying  that  additional  duties  may  be  im     ^,  ,^. ^.   _„^    „., -.    - 

posed  on  certain  cotton  fabrics  imported  from  for-  |  Sovereigns,  to  assist  Spain  in  the  subjugation  of  her 

late  colonies  on  the  American  continent ;  and  whether 
any  Government  of  Europe  is  disposed  or  determined 
to  oppose  any  aid  or  assistance  which  such  Sovereign 


eign  countries.  i 

Mr.  Little  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  pray- 1 
ing  for  the  passage  of  an  act  to  establish  a  uniform 
system  of  bankruptcy  in  the  United  States ;  which 
memorial  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Mercer  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Com- 
mon Council  of  Alexandria,  praying  for  an  in- 
crease and  extension  of  their  corporate  powers,  in 
the  manner,  and  to  effect  the  purposes,  set  forth  in 
their  memorial. 

Mr.  M.  also  presented  a  petition  of  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  and  Board  oi  Common  Council  in 
the  City  of  Washington,  praying  for  certain  alter- 
ations in,  and  amendments  to,  their  act  of  incor- 
poration. 

The  said  memorial  and  petition  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  who  were,  on  the  9th  ultimo,  instructed, 
by  resolutions,  adopted  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Brent,  to  make  sundry  inquiries  in  relation  to 
land  claims  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  made  a 
detailed  report;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  R.  also  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  so 
much  of  the  petition  of  the  Legislature  oi  the  State 
of  Alabama,  referred  on  the  12th  ultimo,  as  relates 
to  an  extension  of  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  cer- 
tain settlers  on  public  lands  in  that  Stale  ;  which 
report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Webster,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  whom  the  subject  has  been  referred, 
reported  a  bill  to  provide  lor  the  sale  of  lands  con- 
Teyed  to  the  United  Slates  in  certain  cases,  and 


or  combination  of  Sovereigns  may  afford  to  Spain,  for 
the  subjugation  of  her  late  colonies,  above  mentioned  ; 
I  have  to  state,  that  I  possess  no  information  on  that 
subject,  not  known  to  Congresa,  which  can  be  dia- 
closed  without  injury  to  the  public  good. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

WisHisoToir,  January  12,  1824. 

The  Message  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cook,  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  better  defining  the  boundaries  of 
the  Edwardsville  and  Sangamo  land  districts,  in 
the  State  of  Illinois.  And  that  the  same  com- 
mittee be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  allowing  to  the  administrators  of  Michael 
Jones,  deceased,  late  register  of  the  land  office  at 
Kaskaskia,  additional  compensation  for  his  ser- 
vices. 

Mr.  Vance,  of  Ohio,  submitted  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table,  viz  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Roids  and  Canala 
be  instructed  to  prepare  and  report  a  bill  appropriating 
twenty  thousand  dollars,  to  be  expended  in  laying  out 
and  opening  a  road  from  Detroit,  in  the  Territory  of 
Michigan,  to  the  Ohio  State  line,  where  the  road  from 
Detroit  to  Fort  Meigs  croaset  the  same. 

Mr.  Vance  said  that  he  could  not  doubt,  from 
the  liberality  shown  to  other  Territories,  that  the 
House  would  direct  the  proposed  inquiry.  Every 
gentleman  in  the  leaat  acquainted  with  the  situa- 


ii 


m 

m 


i'i 


If  < 


I 


987 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


988 


H.  ofR. 


Marquis  of  Lafaytttt — Relkf  to  Land  Punh 


iasers. 


January,  1824. 


lion  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  must  know 
that  it  presented  the  most  vulnerable  point  on  our 
frontier,  and  most  needed  all  means  for  public 
protection. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fuller, 

Resdced,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
providing  by  law  for  the  instruction  of  midship- 
men, and  other  warrant  officers  of  the  Navy,  m 
the  intervals  of  public  service,  in  nautical  science, 
practical  navigation,  and  marine  tactics. 

Resolved,  That  the  same  committee  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  for 
the  scientific  and  practical  instruction  of  junior 
surgeons,  and  surgeons'  mates,  at  one  or  more  of 
the  naval  stations  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Scott  laid  the  following  resolutions  on 
the  table  for  consideration  on  to-morrow,  viz : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  transmit  to  this  House  all  the  books  and 
reports  of  the  several  Boards  of  Commissioners,  and 
recorders  of  land  titles,  made  out  and  transmitted  to 
the  Treasury  Department,  under  the  several  acts  of 
Congress,  and  the  instructions  predicated  thereon,  re- 
lating to  the  adjustment  of  land  titles  and  claims  in 
the  (then  district  of  Louisiana,  and  Territory  of  Mis- 
souri) now  State  of  Missouri,  and  Territory  of  Ar> 
kansas,  whether  the  said  books  and  reports  relate  to 
the  confirmation  or  rejection  of  said  claims. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  communicate  to  this  House  a  copy  of  the 
instructions  given  by  the  Treasury  Department,  under 
the  rigbth  section  of  the  act  of  Congress,  of  the  2l8t 
April,  1806,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  an 
act,  entitled  'An  act  for  ascertaining  and  adjusting 
the  titles  and  claims  to  lands  within  the  (then)  terri- 
tory of  Orleans,  and  district  of  Louisiana,"  to  the 
several  Boards  of  Commissioners  appointed  under  the 
Oct  of  Cotjgress  of  the  2d  of  March,  1805,  for  the  as- 
certaining and  adjusting  the  titles  and  claims  to  lands 
within  the  (then)  aforesaid  Territories,  now  States 
of  Louisiana  and  Missouri,  and  Territory  of  Ar- 
kansas. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Call, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
allowing  a  salary  to  the  collector  of  the  port  of 
Pensacoia. 

Resolced,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce 
be  instructed  to  inquire  mto  the  expediency  of 
establishing  a  port  of  entry  at  Fernandina,  on  the 
coast  of  Florida. 

Mr.  Cook  submitted  the  following  resolution 
for  consideration  : 

Resolved,  That  every  petition  presented  and  pro- 
posed to  be  referred  to  any  of  the  standing  committees 
of  the  House,  ahall  be  laid  on  the  Clerk's  table  by  the 
member  having  the  same  in  charge,  with  his  name 
endorsed  thereon,  with  a  designation  of  the  committee 
to  which  it  is  proposed  to  refer  it,  and  the  Clerk  shall, 
according  to  such  designation,  send  it  to  the  proper 
committee. 

Mr.  SANDFOBn  laid  the  following  resolution 
on  the  table  for  consideration  on  to-morrow,  viz  : 

Resolved,  That  Peter  Hagner.  Esq.,  Third  Auditor, 
be  requested  to  lay  before  this  House  any  information 
within  his  knowledge  of  the  claim  of  John  Holiday, 


for  a  wagon  and  five  horses,  said  to  be  destroyed 
while  in  the  service  of  the  United  Stetes,  by  the  hos- 
tile Creek  Indians ;  and  whether  said  John  Holiday 
received  any  pay  for  the  use  of  the  said  wagon  and 
horses  while  in  the  service  of  the  United  Slates,  pre- 
vious to  the  destruction  of  the  same. 

Mr.  IsACKs  submitted  the  following  resolution 
for  consideration,  which  was  read  and  ordered  to 
lie  upon  the  table: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Miliury  Affairs 
b«  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  re- 
viving the  laws  allowing  a  pension  to  the  widows  and 
orphans  of  such  oificers  and  privates  of  the  Army  who 
may  have  fallen  in  action,  died  in  service,  or  of  wounds 
received  in  service  during  the  late  war,  so  as  to  con- 
tinue the  said  pensions  for  the  term  of  five  years  long- 
er after  the  expiration  of  the  first  terms,  respectively. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  '-An  act  for 
the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Joseph 
Boyd,  deceased."  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  viz:  An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Garrett  Fountain ;  An  act  to 
extend  the  time  limited  for  the  settlement  of  pri- 
vate land  claims  in  the  Territory  of  Florida  ;  were, 
respectively,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

THE  MARQUIS  LAFAYETTE. 

Mr.  Mitchell,  of  Maryland,  submitted  the 
following  preamble  and  joint  resolution  ;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table,  viz: 

Whereas,  that  distinguished  champion  of  freedom, 
and  hero  of  our  Revolution,  the  friend  and  associate 
of  Washington,  the  Marquis  De  Lafayette,  a  volunteer 
General  Officer  in  our  Revolutionary  war,  has  ex- 
pressed an  anxious  desire  to  visit  this  country,  the 
independence  of  which  his  valor,  blood,  and  treasure, 
were  so  instrumental  in  achieving:  Therefore, 

Be  it  resolved  bu  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Con- 
gress assembled,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
Stales  be  requested  to  communicate  to  the  Marquis 
De  Lafayette  the  expression  of  those  sentiments  of 
profound  respect,  gratitude,  and  af&ctionate  attach- 
ment, which  are  cherished  towards  him  by  the  Gov- 
ernment and  people  of  this  country  ;  and  to  assure 
him  that  the  execution  of  his  wish  and  intention  to 
visit  this  country,  will  be  hailed  by  the  people  and 
Government  with  patriotic  pride  and  joy. 

And  be  it  further  resolved.  That  the  President  of 
the  United  dilates  be  requested  to  ascertain  from  the 
Marquis  De  Lafayette  the  time  when  it  may  be  most 
agreeable  for  him  to  perform  his  visit,  and  that  he 
offer  to  the  Marquis  a  conveyance  to  this  country  in 
one  of  our  national  ships. 

The  resolution  was  read  the  first  lime,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

RELIEF  OF  LA.ND  PURCHASERS. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  who  were' instructed,  on  the  18th  ult., 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reviving,  and 
continuing  in  force,  the  provisions  of  the  act,  enti- 
tled An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  purchasers  of  pub- 
lic lands,  prior  to  the  1st  of  July,  1S20,  made  a 
report ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  he  ou  the 
able.     The  report  is  as  follows: 
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By  the  act  of  the  2d  of  March,  1821,  purchasers 
were  allowed  until  the  30th  of  September  following  to 
avail  themselves  of  the  law  referred  to  in  the  resolu- 
tion. From  some  delay  in  transmitting  the  necessary 
instructions  to  the  several  land  offices,  the  limited 
time  which  was  given  to  file  the  applications  for  the 
benefit  of  that  law,  and  the  remote  situation  of 
some  of  the  claimants  from  the  land  offices  where 
•uch  applications  were  required  to  be  filed,  Con- 
gress, believing  a  revival  of  the  act  of  1821  expe- 
dient, passed  the  supplementary  act  of  the  20lh  of 
April,  1822.  That  law  gave  all  those  who  had  not 
availed  themselves  of  the  provisions  of  the  original  act 
an  opportunity  to  do  S'l.  at  any  time  prior  to  the  30th 
of  September,  1822.  Notwithstanding  this  extension 
of  time,  it  was  discovered,  from  numerous  petitions 
presented  to  Congress,  at  their  last  session,  that  a 
large  class  of  cases  existed,  and  which  were  necessary 
to  be  provided  for,  where  individuals  intended  to  have 
•vailed  themselves  of  the  benefit  of  those  acts,  but, 
from  accident  or  misfortune,  had  been  prevented  from 
filing  their  applications  in  due  time.  For  these  cases, 
provision  was  made  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  3d 
of  April,  1823.  Your  committee  beheve  that  these 
laws  have  afiforded  a  sufficient  opportunity  to  all  who 
were  attentive  to  their  own  interest  to  have  obtained 
the  relief  provided  by  them  ;  and  they  have  no  infor- 
mation which  would,  in  their  opinion,  justify  recom- 
mending to  Congress  the  expediency  or  propriety  of 
reviving  and  continuing  in  force  the  provisions  of  the 
•ct  referred  to  in  the  resolution.  We  therefore  rec- 
ommend the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient,  at  this  time,  to  re- 
vive and  continue  in  force  the  provisions  of  the  act  of 
Congress,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  pur- 
chasers of  the  public  lands  prior  to  the  Ist  of  July, 
1820." 

REVOLUTIONARY  PENSIONS. 

Mr.  Edwards,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions,  who  were 
instructed,  on  the  26th  ultimo,  "  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  fixing  by  law  the  net  amount 
of  annual  income  whicn  shall  disqualify  any  ap- 
plicant from  being  placed  on  the  pension  list,  un- 
der the  acts  of  the  13th  of  March,  181S,  and  1st  of 
May,  1820,"  made  a  report  against  the  expediency 
of  fixing  the  said  amount;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  The  report  is  as  fol- 
lows : 

That,  by  the  act  of  I8ih  March,  1818,  the  Secretary 
of  War  is  authorized  to  place  on  the  pension  list  every 
person  who  served  during  the  war  of  the  Revolution, 
in  the  manner  and  for  the  term  therein  specified  ;  pro- 
vided he  is  in  such  "  reduced  circumstances  as  to  need 
the  assibtance  of  bi^  country  for  support."  That,  by 
the  supplemental  act,  of  May  1,  1820,  the  applicant 
is  required  to  exhibit  a  schedule  and  valuation  of  his 
property,  in  order  to  entitle  himself  to  the  benefits  of 
the  act  of  March,  1818,  above  mentioned;  and  it  is 
made  •'  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  cause  to 
be  struck  from  the  list  of  pensioners  every  person  who 
ahall  not,  in  his  opinion,  be  in  such  indigent  circum- 
stances as  to  be  unable  to  support  himself  without  the 
•saislancc  of  his  country."  The  design  of  Congress, 
evidently,  was  to  extend  the  benefits  of  these  acts  only 
to  those  whose  condition  in  life,  both  as  to  property 
and  bodily  infirmity,  rendered  them  dependent  on 
charily  for  the  means  of  subsistence.     Your  commit- 


tee believe  that  this  rule  has  been  uniformly  observed 
in  their  execution  ;  and  think  it  could  not,  in  good 
policy,  be  departed  from.  The  rule  then  being  to 
grant  relief  to  the  necessitouf:  only,  the  committee  are 
of  opinion  that  its  equal  and  just  operation  can  only 
be  secured  by  trusting  its  application  to  the  sound  dis- 
cretion of  the  Secretary  of  War.  The  necessities  of 
the  applicant  do  not  depend  simply  upon  the  amount 
of  property  he  has  ;  but,  aUo,  on  the  number  of  his 
family  ;  his  bodily  strength  or  weakneea ;  and  the 
dearness  or  cheapness  of  articles  of  subsistence  in  the 
portion  of  country  in  which  he  lives.  Considerations 
like  these  must  obviously  be  referred  to  the  discretion 
of  some  one.  To  fix  any  amount  of  property  or  in- 
come as  the  rule  by  which  applicants  shall  be  exclu- 
ded, would  introduce  a  principle  very  unjust  in  its 
operation.  The  incomes  of  individuals  vary  according 
to  their  industry,  economy,  and  good  management ; 
and  the  improvident  would  be  benefited,  while  the 
prudent  and  industrious  might  be  excluded  by  such  a 
rule.  No  amount  of  property  could  be  adopted  as  the 
rule  ;  because,  what  would  be  a  competent  support  for 
one,  might  be  too  little  or  too  much  for  another.  The 
committee,  therefore,  believe  it  impracticai)le  to  adopt 
any  rule  of  valuation  which  would  be  just  in  its  op- 
eration, or  which  would  not  involve  great  difficulty  in 
Its  execution  ;  and  submit  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Pensions  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
of  this  subject. 

SURVEYS  FOR  ROADS  AND  CANALS. 

Mr.  Hemphill  moved  to  postpone  the  orders  of 
the  day,  to  take  up  the  bill  for  obtaining  the  ne- 
cessary surveys  on  the  subject  of  roads  and  canals. 
The  motion  was  carried,  ayes  77,  noes  55,  and 
the  House  weift  into  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Hemphill,  of  Pennsylvania,  observed,  that 
the  subject  of  internal  improvements,  by  the  Gen- 
eral Government,  had  for  a  long  time  been  before 
the  nation  in  a  variety  of  shapes;  and  that  its 
execution,  in  part,  had  only  been  retarded  in  con- 
se<]uence  of  opinions  entertained  by  the  present 
Chief  Magistrate  and  his  predecessor,  as  to  the 
Constitutional  powers  of  Congress  to  carry  into 
effect  a  system  of  internal  improvements.  In  sup- 
port of  the  power  of  Congress,  many  resolutions 
have  been  adopted  in  this  House  ;  and  two  bills, 
predicated  on  such  a  power,  passed  both  branches 
of  the  National  Legislature.  These  bills,  we  all 
know,  were  rejected  by  the  veto  of  the  Execu- 
tive; but  nothing  could  be  more  highly  recom- 
mended than  the  expediency  of  the  measure,  both 
by  Mr.  Madison  and  President  Monroe.  They 
deemed  it  of  sufficient  importance  to  produce  a 
change  in  the  Constitution.  The  language  of 
%e  President,  on  this  subject,  is  as  strong  as  it 
could  be;  he  said,  if  the  right  exuts,  it  ought  to 
be  forthwith  exercised. 

A«  to  the  expediency  of  the  measure,  said  Mr. 
H.,  I  need  not  speak  at  large ;  the  experience  of 
the  world  tests  the  utility  of  good  roads,  canals, 
and  bridges.  By  means  of  these,  the  inland  trade 
of  China  has  grown  nearly  equal  to  the  whole 
market  of  Europe.  It  has  become  familiar  to  us, 
on  this  subject,  that,  in  England,  the  Duke  of 
Bridgewater  first  obtained  a  charier  in  the  begin- 
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an  average,  two  thousand  five  hundred  and  fiAy-five 
wagons  employed  in  the  transportation  of  merchandise 
from    Philadelphia   to    Pituburg :    that    they    carried 


niDg  of  the  reign  of  George  III.,  to  make  a  canal 

for  the  purpose  of  carrying  coal  from  his  estate  to 

Manche>ter;  the  bentfitofthis  canal  was  so  great,  .  uiij.       .« 

thatitgaveencourageraentforoihers,andGeorge^.ghty-n.ne  thousand  four  hundred  and  twenty-five 

m.  livfd  to  see  m?re  than  a  hundred  canals  tn  |  hundred  we.ght.wh.chwere^^^^ 
his  kingdom  ;  some  of  them  passing  through  hills, 


by  tunnels,  and  others  over  valleys  and  nvers,  by 
aqueducts.  By  means  of  these,  there  is  an  inter- 
nal communication  between  most  of  the  great 
towns ;  and  there  are  few  places  m  England  more 
than  fifteen  miies  from  a  water  communication. 
The  late  Union  Canal,  in  Scotland,  which  opens 
a  communication  between  the  two  populous  cities 
of  Glasgow  and  Edinburgh,  is  of  a  size  sufficient 
for  large  vessels.  In  Holland  and  the  Nether- 
lands, canals  are  said  to  be  as  common  as  roads 
in  other  countries.  It  would  be  an  easy  task  to 
go  into  some  detail,  but  I  consider  it  unnecessary, 
the  subject  is  so  well  understood. 

There  is  no  country,  said  Mr.  H.,  capable  of 
higher  improvements  than  this,  nor  any  society  of 
people  to  whom  such  a  measure  would  be  of 
greater  advantage,  owing  to  the  extent  of  our 


country,  and  the  variety  of  its  soil  and  climate. 


lions  eight  hundred  and  eighty-five  thousand  doliari. 
And  we  have  it  from  the  most  intelligent  and  respect- 
able authority,  that  even  within  the  last  year,  there 
has  been  sent  from  the  city  of  Baltimore,  by  land,  to 
Pittsburg  and  the  Ohio  river,  merchandiae  to  the  value 
of  twelve  millions  of  dollars." 

All  this  trade  (continued  Mr.  H.)  is  in  one  sec- 
tion of  the  country.  I  shall  not  attempt  to  make 
any  estimate  of  the  annual  expense  of  transporta- 
tion in  the  different  parts  of  the  United  States 
where  canals  might  be  made. 

I  wish  one  principle,  said  he,  in  relation  to 
canals,  to  be  perfectly  understood,  and  I  will  illus- 
trate it  by  ascertained  facts.  It  is  this,  that  canals 
may  be  highly  advantageous  to  the  nation,  al- 
though not  profitable  to  the  proprietors  of  them. 
The  expense  of  the  transportation  of  between  seven- 
teen and  eighteen  millions  worth  of  merchandise, 


from  Philadelphia  to  Pittsburg,  is  §1.560,000 ;  mer- 
m,  e  .  .  .  .1.  .,„,  .,  Jo    chandise  to  the  value  of  twelve  millions  has  been 

The  expense  of  transportation  m  this  country  is  Baltimore  to  Pittsburg  and  the  Ohio  in 

far  beyond  what  is  generally  supposed ;  and  the,  ^^  ^^  ^^-^^   transportation 

difference  of  expense  between  water  transports-  J  one  million ;  making  the  amount 

t.on  and  land   conveyance  is  exceedingly  great  ^^  ^^  ^^^  transportation  from  the  two 

The  cotnmissioners  from  Maryland,  who  were  ,  >^^  ^^^  millions  and  a  half ;  there  are 

?PP°'^''i  '^.lV'}?'tA^.l.  "!!L._?„"li"!!L^"?!;.  I  about   three  thousand  three  hundred  wagons  em- 

ployed,  and  as  many  men,  and  upwards  of  thirteen 
thousand  horses. 

To  remove  all  possible  mistakes,  as  to  calcula- 
tions, instead  of  thirty  to  one,  say  there  is  five  to 
one  in  favor  of  a  water  transportation ;  this  would 
save  the  annual  sum  of  two  millions  in  the  expense 
of  transportation.     Suppose  the  General  Govern- 
ment should  complete  water  communications  from 
Philadelphia  and  Baltimore  to  Pittsburg,  and  they 
should    cost  two  millions,  and    that  the  annual 
amount  of  toll  should   not  exceed  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  the  General  Government,  as  pro- 
prietors, would  sustain  a  loss  of  twenty  thousand 
dollars,  but  the  whole  operation  would  be  greatly 
for  the  advantage  of  the  nation.     The  consumers 
of  the  Western  country,  or  wherever  they  might 
be,  would  gain  annually  two   millions,  and   no 
body  would  be  losers;  for,  in   that  case,  the  ser- 
vices for  these  two  millions  would  not  be  performed ; 
the  nation  would  gain  by  the  diversion  of  labor 
and  capital,  worth  two  millions  a  year,  to  other 
useful  objects,  say  to  the  extension  of  cultivation 
and   to  manufacture.     As  the  profits  of  different 
pursuits  in  this  country  are  pretty  much  on  a  level, 
the  same  level  and  capital,  whicn  yielded  two  mil- 
lions a  year  in  transportation,  would  produce  the 
same  result  in  other  pursuits.     The  addition  of 
produce,  and  the  value  added  to  raw  materials  by 
manufacturing  them,  amounting  to  the  two  mil- 
lions, or  very  near  that  sum,  would  be  a  clear  gain 
to  the  nation,  as  so  much  would  be  added  to  the 
general  mass  of  national  wealth.     Let  this  prin- 
ciple, said  Mr.  H.,  be  applied  to  the  different  sec- 
tions of  the  Union,  where  it  is  practicable  to  con- 
struct canals;  and  who  can  too  highly  appreciate. 


took  much  pains  to  acquire  accCrate  knowledge 
on  this  subject;  and  they  say.,  that  the  expense 
of  transportation  on  a  canal  amounts  to  no  more 
than  one  cent  a  ton  per  mile,  or  one  dollar  for  a 
ton  for  every  hundred  miles;  the  cost  of  trans- 
portation by  land  conveyance  is  thirty-two  dol- 
lars for  the  same  distance;  this  is  more  than 
thirty  to  one  in  favor  of  the  canal  transportation. 
To  give  some  idea  of  the  inland  trade  of  the  coun- 
try, and  the  expense  of  transportation,  I  beg  leave, 
said  Mr.  H.,  to  read  a  few  lines  from  the  report 
of  the  gentlemen  from  Maryland,  who  examined 
the  Susquehanna.  [Mr.  H.  read  the  following 
extract:] 

♦'  Before  we  proceed  to  describe  the  routes  by  which 
the  waters  of  the  Susquehanna  may  be  connected  with 
those  of  the  Ohio  river,  it  may  be  well  to  furnish  some 
general  outlines  of  the  value  of  that  trade  to  Pittsburg 
and  the  West,  which  would  be  the  inducement  for 
effecting  a  canal  communication  between  those  waters. 

"  The  town  of  Pittsburg,  owing  to  the  great  advan- 
tages of  its  situation,  near  the  highest  navigable  point 
of  one  of  the  principal  rivers  of  the  West,  has  long 
been  considered  as  the  principal  depot  of  all  the  wesW 
em  commerce.  In  the  year  1820,  no  less  than  fifteen 
hundred  tons  of  merchandise  were  sent  from  the  sea- 
board to  the  country  beyond  the  Mississippi,  through 
the  towns  of  Pittsburg  and  Louisville,  on  the  Ohio 
river.  Luring  the  years  of  1817,  1819,  and  1819, 
the  expenses  of  transportation  from  Philadelphia,  over 
land  to  Pittsburg,  amounted  to  one  million  five  hun- 
dred and  sixty  thousand  dollars  each  year,  making 
four  Diillions  six  hundred  and  eighty  thousand  dollars 
.for  the  transportation  of  merchandise  distributed  from 
•  single  depot  in  the  Western  country,  in  three  yeara. 
It  Uaa  been  eatimated  that,  in  the  year,  there  were,  on 
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or  calculate  too  largely  upon  the  inevitable  con- 1  prietors  ;  but,  even  as  respects  them,  some  canals 

would  yield  a  profit  immediately,  and  all  of  them 
would  become  lucrative  in  a  reasonable  time,  if 
proper  routes  are  selected.  On  this  point  I  will 
call  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  a  few  of 
the  British  canals.  The  extract  which  I  will 
read,  contains  the  original  cost  of  shares  of  canal 
stock,  the  present  prices,  and  annual  dividends  : 


I 


sequences 

Such  objects  ure  national,  and  do  not  fall  within 
the  sphere  of  State  jurisdiction.  A  State,  in 
making  improvements,  looks  only  to  the  prosperit 
of  that  particular  State.  But  the  object  is  nationa 
when  it  transcends  the  boundaries  of  States,  and 
embraces  the  interest  of  the  whole  Union,  or 
large  sections  of  it.  Ten  or  twelve  States  are 
immediately  interested  in  the  navigation  of  the 
Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers  ;  but  what  individual 
State  can  be  expected  to  improve  the  navigation 
of  these  streams  ?  It  is  the  same  with  the  con- 
templated canal  along  the  seacoast ;  but  will  eact: 
State  ever  feel  an  interest  sufficient  to  execute  the 
part  within  its  own  limits  1 

1  have  before  me,  said  Mr.  H.,  an  author  of  great 
celebrity,  which  briefly  treats  on  the  subject  of 
highways  and  canals.  He  says,  that  no  object  is 
of  higher  national  concern,  and  mentions  their 
great  advantages  in  France,  and  that  the  people 
complained  of  the  expenses  and  labor  when  they 
were  commenced ;  but,  as  soon  as  they  became 
acquainted  with  their  benefits,  they  blessed  the 
authors  of  the  design.  There  is  no  power  in  the 
Government  to  counteract  the  disadvantages 
arising  from  distances,  except  by  improving  nav- 
igable rivers,  and  by  good  roads,  canals,  and 
bridges.  By  means  of  these,  the  people  in  the 
extreme  borders  of  a  country  are  brought  nearer 
together,  and  become  acquainted  with  each  other 
in  the  course  of  profitable  dealing.  They  encour- 
age the  cultivation  of  the  remote  parts  of  a  coun- 
try, by  diminishing  the  time,  danger,  and  expense 
of  carriage;  and  they  are  advantageous  to  towns 
and  adjacent  countries,  by  opening  new  markets. 
A  singular  prejudice  against  improvements  is  re- 
corded in  England.  It  is  not  much  beyond  half  a 
century  since  some  of  the  counties,  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  London,  petitioned  the  Parliament 
against  the  extension  of  turnpike  roads  into  the 
remoter  part  of  the  country,  which  they  supposed, 
from  the  cheapness  of  labor,  would  be  able  to  un- 
dersell them  in  the  London  market,  and  would, 
thereby,  reduce  their  rents,  and  ruin  their  cultiva- 
tion ;  but,  on  experience,  they  soon  found  their 
notions  to  be  erroneous,  and  the  contrary  was  the 
result  in  both  cases. 

Whatever  produces  a  saving  of  labor,  must,  in 
a  greater  or  less  degree,  be  beneficial  to  every  part 
of  a  country.  It  may  be  said,  that  the  people  of 
this  country  are  benefited  by  the  good  roads  and 
canals,  and  labor-saving  machines  in  Europe,  be- 
cause, in  consequence  of  these,  they  can  buy  for- 
eign articles  cheaper  than  they  could  otherwise 
do.  The  people,  far  in  the  interior,  are  benefited 
as  well  as  those  in  the  towns,  by  lighthouses,  and 
all  the  regulations  in  favor  of  corpmcrce,  because, 
in  consequence  of  these,  the  expense  of  transpor- 
tation is  lessened,  and  they  can  get  a  higher  price 
for  whatever  they  have  to  sell  for  exportation,  and 
can  purchase,  at  a  cheaper  rate,  whatever  foreign 
articles  they  may  want  for  consumption. 

I  have  already,  said  Mr.  H.,  endeavored  to  ex- 
plain that  canals  may  be  of  great  advantage  to 
the  nation,  although  not  profitable  to  their  pro- 
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price. 

dends. 

£25 

£535 

£20 

100 

120 

8 

100 

999 

44 

100 

1000 

66 

100 

218 

9 

100 

278 

10 

100 

260 

10 

100 
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ss 

100 

642 

40 

200 

900 

76 

100 

210 

11 

100 

236 

10  10 

_- 

2400 

119 

170 

9  10 

— 

650 

30 

Birmingham         ... 
Chesterfield 

Coventry      .... 
Erewart       .... 
Grand  Junction  ... 
Leeds  and  Liverpool  - 
Leicester     -         -         -         . 
Oxford         .... 
Staffordshire  and  Worcester 
Trent  and  Mersey 
Warwick  and  Birmingham  • 
Warwick  and  Napton 
Loughborough     ... 
Melton  and  Mowbray  - 
Mercer  and  Irwell 

Thelfirst  price  of  the  three  last  is  not  given,  but 
I  am  informed  that  it  was  but  £100  each.  Such 
exorbitant  gain  cannot  be  expected  here,  but  large 
profits,  in  some  instances,  might  reasonably  be 
calculated  upon.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  believing 
that  a  canal  along  the  Atlantic  coast  would  pro- 
duce more  than  six  per  cent,  immediately  after  its 
completion.  The  grand  New  York  canal,  so  far, 
presents  the  most  flattering  prospects.  The  expe- 
diency of  adopting  some  system  of  internal  im- 
provements cannot  be  questioned  ;  and,  as  to  the 
mode  and  manner  of  its  execution,  it  is  not  re- 
quired, for  the  support  of  the  present  bill,  to  go 
into  any  discussion  ;  for,  whatever  mode  may  be 
finally  resorted  to,  there  is  one  preparatory  step  to 
be  taken,  and  that  is,  to  procure  the  nece^«sary  in- 
formation. This  will  be  useful  to  the  General 
Government,  to  the  States,  and  to  individuals. 
The  present  bill  is  merely  of  this  character ;  it 
presents  a  measure  that  must  precede  the  actual 
undertaking  upon  any  enlarged  scale.  ^ 

The  committee  who  reported  the  bill,  said  Mr. 
H.,  were  under  the  impression  that  it  would  be 
more  efficacious  than  otherwise,  to  leave  the  routes 
to  be  surveyed  entirely  to  the  discretion  of  the 
President,  and  that  it  would  be  of  no  advantage 
to  designate  them  in  the  bill.  The  President  will 
unquestionably  act,  in  the  first  instance,  on  the 
must  prominent  objects  as  a  basis  for  the  construc- 
tion of  roads  and  canals  and  the  improving  of 
water  courses,  in  order  to  benefit  internal  coin- 
merce  among  the  States,  and  to  facilitate  and 
give  security  to  the  common  defence  of  the  nation. 
For  this  purpose  he  can  call  to  his  assistance  any 
of  the  corps  of  engineers  or  practical  civil  engi- 
neers, who  posse.s.>  many  advantages,  from  the  ex- 
plorations they  have  alreadv  made.  In  this  re- 
spect the  present  bill  differs  from  the  one  reported 
at  the  last  session,  which  provided  for  plans  and 
estimates  for  a  national  road  from  the  city  of 
Washington  to  New  Orleans,  and  for  canals  from 
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ibe  harbor  of  Boston  to  the  South,  along  the  At- 
lantic seacoast,  and  to  connect  the  waters  of  the 
Ohio  above  with  those  below  the  falls  at  Louis- 
▼ille;  Lake  Erie  with  the  Ohio  river;  the  tide 
waters  of  the  Potomac  with  the  same  stream  at 
Cumberland ;  and  for  communications  between 
the  Susquehanna  and  the  rivers  Seneca  and  Gen- 
esee, which  empty  into  Lake  Ontario,  and  be- 
tween the  Tennessee  and  Savannah,  and  also 
between  the  Tennessee,  Alabama,  and  Tombig- 
bee  rivers. 

In  favor  of  this  bill,  I  think  I  am  safe  in  saying 
that  there  was  a  majority  in  this  House,  at  the 
last  session,  but  owing  to  the  advanced  period  of 
the  session,  when  it  was  reached,  it  was  thought 
imprudent  to  press  for  a  decision  at   that   time 


feel  himself  justified  in  embarking  in  a  great  pro- 
ject of  this  kind  ;  without  the  countenance  of 
Congress,  no  one  could  expect  it.  If  the  gentle- 
man meant  that  the  appropriation  for  the  (Quar- 
termaster General  m  gnt  be  increased,  designating 
at  the  same  time  the  object  for  which  the  increase 
is  made,  he  will  perceive  that  his  method,  as  far 
as  it  goes,  would  embrace  the  principle  of  the 
present  bill ;  the  only  essential  difference  would 
be,  that,  in  that  case,  there  would  be  no  authority 
to  employ  two  or  more  skilful  civil  engineers, 
which  is  of  importance.  Mr.  Wright,  and  many 
others,  are  practical  men,  and  might,  it  is  pre- 
sumed, be  occasionally  employed.  If  it  was  meant 
simply  to  increase  the  appropriation  alluded  to, 
without  saying  for  what  purpose,  I  should  think  it 


There  were  obstacles  against  the  passage  of  the    liable  to  objections ;  on  that  account,   the  object 


bill,  at  the  last  session,  which  do  not  now  exist. 
If  was  supposed  by  some,  that,  because  it  looked 
forward  to  a  system  of  internal  improvements,  the 
President  would  not  give  his  sanciion  to  it,  and 
that  it  would  be  an  unnecessary  consumption  of 
time  to  deliberate  long  upon  it.  That  impression 
is  now  entirely  removed,  not  only  by  the  acts  of 
the  President,  during  the  last  Summer,  but  by  his 
Message.  Under  his  general  powers  he  author- 
ized a  part  of  the  corps  of  engineers  to  assist  in 
making  plans  and  estimates  for  the  Chesapeake 
and  Delaware  canal,  and  for  a  canal  from  some 
point   in  Jersey  to  the  Hudson  river ;  and  also  to 

assist  the  Maryland  commis>ioners  in  their  pro- j  high  political  inducements,   if  we 
iect  of  making  a  canal  from  the  Susquehanna  to    of  this  District,  and  go  into  the  in 


altimore,  and  along  the  margin   of  the  river. 
And  in  addition  to  these  acts  he  has,  in  his  Mes- 
sage, explicitly  adopted,  as  well  the  principle  con- 
tained in  the  bill  before  us,  as  the  manner  of  car- 
rying it  into  effect.     I  allude  to  that  part  of  the 
Message  which  relates  to  the  connexion  of  the 
waters  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio,  by  one  con- 
tinued cartal,  and  also  the  connecting  of  the  waters 
of  the  Ohio  with  those  of  Lake  Erie  by  canals. 
If  these  could  be  accomplished,  he  says,  it  would 
be  impossible  to  calculate  the   beneficial    conse- 
quences that  would   result  from  them.     He  sub- 
mits it  to  the  consideration  of  Congress,  if  it  may 
not   be  advisable  to  authorize,  by  an  adequate  ap- 
propriation, the  employment  of  a  suitable  number 
of  the  officers  of  the  corps  of  engineers,  to  exam- 
ine the  unexplored  ground,  during  the  next  sea- 
son, and  to  report  their  opinion  thereon.     The 
present  bill,  said  Mr.  H.,  is  nothing  more  than  an 
enlargement  of  the  views  and  objects  contained 
in  the  Message  of  the  President.     I  shall  not  raise 
the  Constitutional   question    on   this    bill.      The 
honorable  gentleman  from   Virginia  (Mr.   Mer- 
cer) the  other  day  suggested  a  different  method 
of  accomplishing    the  objects  of  this    bill.     He 
said,  if  I  understood  him  rightly,  that  the  Presi- 
dent had  full  authority  over  the  subject,  and  that 
it  was  only  necessary  to  add  a  little  to  the  appro- 
priation of  the  Quartermaster  General's  depart- 
ment.    In  answer  to  this,   the  first  remark  that 
occurs  is,  that  the  President  views  the  subject  dif- 
ferently, or  he  would  not   have  asked  for  the  au- 
thority to  be  granted  to  him  ;  and  even  if  he  had 
a  sufficiency  of  money  at  command,  he  would  not  1  against  public  works  that  are  now 


should  be  expressed — the  people  should  understand 
what  is  intended  by  the  bill  we  are  about  to  pass. 

The  resources  of  the  nation,  in  times  of  peace, 
said  Mr.  H.,  cannot  be  engaged  to  greater  advan- 
tage, than  in  public  improvements.  These  will 
increase  the  quantity  of  productions,  by  saving 
labor,  and  opening  new  markets.  They  will  be 
permanent,  and  go  down  to  posterity  to  be  last- 
ingly enjoyed,  while  the  objects  of  most  other  ex- 
penditures may  be  forgotten.  The  Federal  Gov- 
ernment has  now  been  in  existence  for  upwards  of 
thirty  years,  and  yet,  under  all  the  natural  advan- 
tages of  the  country,  and    notwithstanding  the 

if  we  pass  the  limits 
terior  of  the  na- 
tion, possessing  a  population  of  ten  millions,  there 
are  scarcely  any  traces  of  the  Government  to  be 
seen.     No  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  heavy 
expense  of  transportation;  the  rivers  and  other 
waters  have  been   permitted  to   remain   in  their 
natural  slate — when,  at  the  same  lime,  every  one 
acknowledges   the   incalculable   advantages  that 
would  result  from  improvements  in  times  of  peace; 
and  that,  in  the  event  of  a  single  war,  more  would 
be  lost  for  the  want  of  them,  than  would  be  suffi- 
cient to  make  all  those  of  ihe  most  prominent 
character.     This  would  excite  surprise  if  we  were 
not  acquainted  with  the  reason  of  the  delay;  that 
it  is  owing  to  Constitutional  scruples  on  the  part 
of  the  Executive,  and  not  to  any  unwillingness  of 
the  people,  or  their  representatives,  to  undertake 
the  execution  of  public  works. 

1  sincerely  believe,  said  Mr.  H.,  that  the  people 
are  fully  prepared  for,  and  that  the  spirit  of  the 
nation  would  now  justify,  the  expenditure  of  large 
sums  on  great  national  objects.  The  expense  of 
twenty  or  twenty-five  millions  ought  to  lorni  no 
objection:  for,  if  the  debt  should  go  down  to  pos- 
terity, it  will  carry  with  it  a  legacy  of  a  thousand 
times  its  value.  We  are  under  no  pressing  obli- 
gation to  discharge  it  immediately;  but  admit 
that  we  are,  of  what  consequence,  compared  with 
the  object,  would  such  a  sum  be,  when  iis  expen- 
diture would  be  spread  over  a  period  of  ten  or  fif- 
teen years?  We  can  never  expect  to  see  more 
prosperous  limes  for  the  commencement  of  public 
undertakings.  If  this  subject  is  slumbered  over 
for   centuries,   the   same    reasons  will    be  urged 
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It  is  owin^,  sir,  said  Mr.  H.,  to  an  unfortunate 
indifference,  and  not  to  the  want  of  ability,  that 
public  undertakings  are  so  often  neglected,  in  dif- 
ferent countries.  England  had  capacity  sufficient 
to  have  performed  all  her  great  works  long  be- 
fore she  did.  France,  also,  has  long  since  had 
sufficient  capacity  for  this  purpose,  but  England 
is  more  than  half  a  century  in  advance  of  her. 
The  late  Emperor  of  France,  although  he  may 
have  committed  political  errors,  saw  this  subject 
in  its  true  light,  and,  notwithstanding  his  numer- 
ous wars,  he  paid  unremitting  attention  to  public 
improvements  wherever  his  dominion  extended. 
In  reading  the  accounts  which  are  given  of  him 
in  his  misfortunes  at  St.  Helena,  1  could  not  but 
admire  the  remarks  of  that  most  extraordinary 
man  on  this  subject.  In  speaking  of  the  Allied 
Powers,  he  said:  "At  least,  they  cannot  take  from 

*  me,  hereafter,  the  great  public  works  which  I 

*  have  executed,  the  roads  which   I   have  made 

*  over  the  Alp.s,  and  the  seas  which  I  have  united. 
'  They  cannot  place  their  feet  to  improve  where 
'  mine   have  not   been    before.     Thank  God,  of 

*  these  they  cannot  deprive  me." 

In  order  to  show  the  concern  which  the  people 
in  different  parts  of  this  country  have  manifested 
on  this  subject,  1  beg  leave  to  mention  the  objects 
which  have  been  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals  within  the  last  two  years.  A 
reference  was  made  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  exploring  a  certain  section  of  the  Stale  of 
Maine,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining,  by  survey, 
the  proper  route  for  a  road,  and  whether  it  would 
be  useful  in  a  military  point  of  view,  from  the 
Penobscot  river,  at  or  near  Bangor,  to  some  point 
in  the  eastern  boundary  of  the  State. 

A  similar  reference  was  made  in  favor  of  a  sur- 
vey being  made  to  ascertain  whether  it  would  be 
proper  for  the  General  Government  to  aid  in  the 
construction  of  a  canal  in  the  town  of  Gloucester, 
in  Massachusetts,  to  connect  the  waters  of  Boston 
and  Ipswich  Bay,  iu  order  to  avoid  the  dangerous 
and  tedious  passage  round  Cape  Ann. 

The  Legislature  of  New  York  passed  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  which  was  referred  : 

"In  Assembly,  April  lOM,  1822. 

*' Resolved,  (if  the  honorable  the  Senate  concur  there- 
in.) That  our  Senators  in  Congress  be  instructed,  and 
our  Representatives  requested,  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  National  Government  to  the  great  importance  and 
public  utility  ofimproving  the  navigation  of  the  Hud- 
son, so  as  to  open  a  free  communication  and  direct  in- 
tercourse for  vessels  of  all  descriptions,  with  the  in- 
ternal canal  navigation  of  the  State  of  New  York." 

Resolutions  were  referred  instructing  the  com- 
mittee to  inquire  whether  it  is  expedient  for  the 
United  States  to  give  aid  to  the  Delaware  and 
Raritan  Canal  Company,  and  to  the  Chesapeake 
and  Delaware  Canal  Company.  Petitions  and 
resolutions  were  referred,  earnestly  soliciting  the 
attention  of  Congress  to  the  navigation  of  the 
Potomac  river,  and  its  connexion  with  the  west- 
ern waters,  with  a  view  of  extending  the  inland 
navigation  to  the  Lakes. 

A  memorial  from  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
of  Alabama  was  referred,  praying  aid  of  the  Gen- , 


eral  Government  to  connect  several  of  their  ralu- 
able  streams.  It  also  called  the  attention  of  Con- 
gress to  the  communication  of  the  Pensaeola  bay 
with  that  of  Mobile. 

A  resolution  has  beeen  offered  at  this  session  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  opening  a  canal 
between  the  navigable  waters  of  the  Tennessee 
and  Coosa  rivers. 

There  were  also,  said  Mr.  Hemphill,  other  ref- 
erences of  minor  importance.  The  measure  pro- 
posed by  the  present  bill,  continued  Mr.  H.  was 
recommended  by  the  able  and  valuable  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  of  the  4th  or  April, 
1803,  in  the  following  words :  "As  an  important 
'  basis  of  the  general  system,  an  immediate  au- 

*  thority  might  also  be  given  to  take  the  surreys 
'  and  levels  of  the  routes  of  the  most  important 
'  roads  and  canals  which  are  contemplated  ;   a 

*  work  always  useful,  and  by  which  the  practica- 
'  bility  and  expense  of  the  undertakings  would  be 
'  ascertained  with  much  more  correctness  than  in 
'  the  report ;  a  moderate  appropriation  will  besuf- 
'  ficient  for  these  several  objects." 

The  execution  of  this  measure  will  present  to 
Congress  a  full  view  of  the  subject.  It  will  lay 
the  foundation  of  a  well  digested  and  regular  sys- 
tem, and  it  will  require  but  Tittle  money,  compared 
with  the  importance  of  the  information.  Nothing 
can  be  more  useful  than  an  acurate  knowledge  of 
the  natural  capacities  of  the  country  for  improve- 
ments ;  to  be  made  acquainted  as  well  with  the  in- 
terior as  exterior ;  to  possess  a  knowledge  of  all 
the  valuable  streams,  the  distances  of  their  tide 
waters,  the  impediments  to  navigation  which  may 
be  in  them,  and  their  capacity  of  being  connected 
to  each  other  by  good  roads  and  canals  ;  to  ascer- 
tain the  routes  by  which  the  Atlantic  could  be 
connected  with  the  western  waters  and  with  the 
Lakes,  whether  by  the  Potomac,  or  by  the  Sus- 
quehanna and  Alleghany,  or  by  both ;  to  know 
what  improvement  would  cause  the  greatest  ad- 
vantage to  be  derived  from  the  St.  Lawrence; 
what  would  be  necessary  to  perfect  the  navigation 
of  the  Hudsoiy  river  for  vessels  of  all  descriptions ; 
what  would  be  the  distances  of  roads  and  canals, 
to  make  a  connected  communication  along  the 
seaboard,  from  Maine  to  New  Orleans;  by  what 
means  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  could  be 
rendered  less  dangerous  than  at  present ;  what 
would  be  the  distances  and  character  of  the  coun- 
try over  which  national  roads  ought  to  be  con- 
structed. Such  information,  accompanied  with 
plans  and  estimates  of  expense,  would  be  of  the 
highest  importance  ;  for,  whether  the  improve- 
ments of  the  country  are  to  be  made  by  the  indi- 
vidual States,  or  by  the  General  Government, 
under  its  present  Constitution  or  by  means  of  a 
change  of  the  Constitution,  this  information  would 
be  es.sentially  neces.sary.  All,  therefore,  said  Mr. 
H.  that  are  in  favor  oi  improving  the  country  by 
any  of  the  means  that  have  been  suggested,  can, 
with  consistency,  vote  for  the  present  bill. 

Mr.  H.  made  other  remarks,  to  show  the  propri- 
ety of  obtaining  the  information  required,  through 
the  Corps  of  Engineers,  with  the  assistance  of  two 
or  more  civU  engineers. 
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Proceedings. 


Jandabt,  1824. 


In  concIudiDg,  Mr.  Hemphill  moved  thai  the  |  try  to  ihe  other.  IftheGovernment  hasnoright  to 
blank  in  the  third  section  of  the  bill  be  filled  with  !  open  these  communications,  it  has  no  right  to  make 
$30,000.  I  the  surveys  which  are  preparatory  to  them.    He  ad- 

Mr.  P.  P.  Barbour  offered  a  motion  (which,  by  |  verted  to  the  fact  that  when,  some  sixteen  years  ago, 
the  rules  of  the  House,  superseded  that  to  fill  the  '  a  prof*osition  had  been  made  in  the  Senate  for  au- 
blank,)  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause  of  the  bill,  i  thorizing  a  survey  for  a  canal  around  the  falls  of  the 
He  did  this,  he  said,  in  all  fairiiess,  that  the  sense  Ohio,  a  member,  now  high  in  office,  was  of  opinion 
of  the  House  might  first  be  obtained  on  the  general  :  that,  so  absolutely  was  the  Government  divested  of 
principles  involved  in  the  bill,  before  any  thing    the  power  over  internal  improvement,  it  could  not 


should  be  determined  as  to  its  details.  Wishing, 
also,  to  deliver  his  views  on  the  subject,  and  the 
hour  being  now  rather  late,  he  moved  that  the 
Committee  should  rise,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again. 

These  motions,  in  the  course  of  the  conversation 
which  followed,  Mr.  Barbour  withdrew. 

Mr.  Clay  (the  Speaker)  look  occasion  to  ob- 
serve, that  the  discussion  ought  to  be  left  free  upon 
the  broad  principle  of  the  bill,  before  going  into  a 


authorize  a  survey  looking  to  such  an  object.  Mr. 
C.  said,  that  he  was  one  of  those  who  do  believe 
the  power  of  making  roads  and  canals  to  belong 
to  the  Government.  There  were  some  who  differed 
from  him,  and  deduced  the  power  to  give  money 
for  such  objects  from  the  power  to  appropriate  pub- 
lic money  ;  whils^t  he  considered  the  power  to  make 
the  improvements  as  drawing  after  it  the  power  to 
make  the  appropriations  for  them.     According  to 


discussion  of  its  details.  Two  questions  of  prin-  !  the  view  which  he  took  of  the  subject,  the  power 
ciple,  he  conceived,  were  involved  in  this  bill:  i  of  the  Government  in  regard  to  internal  improve- 
first,  whether  Congress  possessed  the  Constitu-  \  ments  was  a  necessary  and  indispensable  topic  of 
tional  power  to  legislate  on  the  subject  of  internal  j  discussion  which  this  bill  involved.  It  would  be 
improvement ;  and,  secondly,  whether  it  was  ex-  better,  then,  he  thought  to  bring  on  the  general  dis- 
pedienl  for  Congress  to  exercise  that  power.  Until  I  cussion  first,  and  after  the  House  should  be  satis- 
it  should  be  settled  what  was  the  opinion  of  the  I  fied  of  its  power,  to  take  into  consideration  the  sum 
House  on  both  these  points,  it  was  u.seless  to  go  '  of  money  which  it  might  be  necesi>ary  to  appro- 
into  a  discussion  of  dollars  and  cents,  in  regard  to  '  priate  to  these  national  purposes, 
the  amount  of  appropriation  to  be  included  in  the  i  Mr.  Barbour  said  that,  on  this,  as  on  every  oc- 
bill.  casion  on  which  he  was  called  upon  to  take  part 

Mr.  Mercer,  on  the  other  hand,  did  not  think  '.  in  public  affairs,  he  was  inclined  to  act  with  per- 
that  this  bill  was  calculated  in  any  manner  to  test  ;  feet  fairness.  He  assured  the  gentleman,  therefore, 
the  opinion  of  the  House  on  the  great  questions  of  that  in  making  a  motion  to  strike  out  the  enacting 
the  power  of  Congress  in  regard  to  internal  im-  j  clause,  he  had  no  other  motive  than  to  come  at 
provement,  and  the  expediency  of  exercising  it.  once  to  the  principle  of  the  bill,  because,  if  that 
He  conceived  it  might  be  extremely  proper  to  em-    did  not  meet  the  approbation  of  the  House,  it  was 


ploy  the  topographical  engineers  in  these  surveys, 
without  involving  the  Constitutional  question  at 


unnecessary  to  consume  time  in  the  discussion  of 
the  details.     Still  entertaining  this  impression,  he 


all,  and  indeed  that  they  could  not  be  better  em-  \  renewed   his  motion   to  strike  out   the  enacting 
ployed.     iMr.  M.  adverted  to  the  opinions  of  the    clause  of  the  bill. 


Executive  on  this  subject,  which  he  said  had  not 
that  he  knew  of  undergone  any  change.  It  was 
well  known  that  the  President  had  always  asserted 
the  power  of  the  General  Government  to  appro- 
priate money  to  complete  roads  and  canals,  but 
had  also  expressed  the  opinion  that  Congress  bad 
no  jurisdiction  over  the  territory  of  the  several 
States  for  the  purpose  of  making  them.  But  this 
bill,  Mr.  M.  added,  did  not  involve  that  principle, 
and  he  did  not  see  that  the  discussion  of  it  would 
now  be  in  place.  He  hoped,  before  the  session 
was  at  an  end,  that  a  bill,  which  did  involve  the 
question,  would  be  fairly  before  the  House,  on 
which  the  question  might  be  tested 


The  Committee  then  rose,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Barbour,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 


TuEBOAY,  January  13. 

Mr.  Webster,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  issuing  of 
letters  patent  to  Samuel  Brown  ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  me- 
morial of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Alabama, 


praying  Congress  to  authorize   the  sale  of  the 
Mr.  Clay  said  he  knew  it  was  possible,  accord-  j  public  lands  in  tracts  of  forty  acres,  or  sixteenth 


ing  to  one  interpretation  of  the  Constitution,  to 
pass  this  bill  without  involving,  in  the  discussion, 
the  general  principle  of  the  power  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  regard  to  internal  improvement.  But  he 
thought,  for  his  part,  that  the  Hou.se  could  not 
fairly  give  its  approbation  to  this  bill,  unless  it  also 
gave  lis  assent  to  the  general  power.  For  what, 
he  asked,  does  the  bill  propose?  Tlie  making  of 
certain  surveys,  with  a  view  to  opening  channels 
for  the  distribution  of  the  means  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and,  through  the  Post  Office,  the  commu- 
nication of  intelligence  from  one  part  of  the  coun- 


^>- 


parts  of  a  section  ;  which  report  was  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

The  Committee  on  the  Public  Land^  were  dis- 
charged from  the  consideration  of  the  memorial 
of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  pro- 
posing an  allowance  of  a  discount  of  37^  per  cent, 
on  the  price  at  which  ceriain  public  lands  have 
been  sold;  and  the  memorial  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  McLane,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  bill  making  a  partial  appro- 
priation for  the  support  of  Government  for  the  year 
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1824,  (for  the  compensation  of  Senators  and  Re- 
presentatives,) which  was  twice  read,  and  made 
the  order  of  the  day  for  this  day. 

The  House,  by  consent,  went  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Kent  in  the  Chair,  on  the 
above  bill.  [Which  appropriates  $265,140  for  the 
pay  of  the  members.] 

The  bill  was  reported  with  the  amendment  for 
filling  the  blank,  and  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading  to-day. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  on  the  District 
of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  for  regulating  the 
fees  of  the  registers  of  the  orphans'  court,  in  the 
several  counties  within  the  District  of  Columbia; 
which  was  twice  read,  and  committed. 

Mr.  Harvey,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  William 
Blagrove;  which  was  twice  read,  and  committed. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  the  annual 
report  from  the  Navy  Department,  of  the  names 
and  salaries  of  clerks  employed  therein ;  which 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Scott'.s  resolutions  of  yesterday,  calling  for 
the  records  of  land  titles  in  Missouri  and  Arkan- 
sas, and  for  the  President's  instructions  to  the 
Board  of  Commissioners  in  that  State  and  Terri- 
tory, was  taken  up  and  adopted. 

Mr.  Sanford's  resolution,  calling  on  the  Third 
Auditor  for  information  touching  the  loss  of  a 
certain  wagon  and  horses  destroyed  by  the  Creek 
Indians,  was  laid  on  the  table. 

An  engrossed  bill  entitled  "An  act  making  a 
partial  appropriation  for  the  support  of  Govern- 
ment for  the  year  1824,"  was  read  the  third  lime, 
and  passed. 

CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

Mr.  Sloane,  from  the  Committee  on  Elections, 
to  which  was  referred  the  memorial  of  John  Bid- 
die,  contesting  the  right  of  Gabriel  Richard  to 
a  seat  in  this  House  as  the  delegate  from  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Michigan,  made  an  unfavorable  report 
thereon  ;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
The  report  is  as  follows: 

The  petitioner  objecU  to  the  right  of  the  siltinf 
delegate  to  retain  his  seat,  for  the  following  reasons  : 
1st.  That  he  is  not  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  but, 
on  the  contrary,  ii)  an  alien,  owing  allegiance  to  a 
foreign  Power ;  and  that  although  be  has  been  natu- 
ralized before  a  court  of  the  Territory,  yet  that  this 
court  not  being  of  that  description  which,  by  the  laws 
of  the  United  States,  is  authorized  to  admit  aliens  to 
become  citizens,  his  admission  is  of  no  validity. 

2d.  That,  even  admitting  the  authority  of  the  court, 
the  naturalization  not  having  taken  place  one  year 
previous  to  the  election,  he  is  still  disqualified  from 
retaining  his  seat.  In  entering  uj>on  the  considera- 
tion of  this  subject,  the  first  point  that  presents  iUelf 
is  the  authority  on  which  the  right  of  a  Territory  to 
be  represented  by  a  delegate  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
•entatives  is  founded;  and  next,  the  qaalificalions 
which  it  is  requisite  such  delegates  should  possess. 
The  office  u  one  which  is  not  provided  for  in  the 
Constitution.  It  grew  out  of  the  ordinance  of  Con- 
gress for  the  government  of  the  Northwestern  Terri- 
tory, passed  anterior  to  the  adoption  of  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  and  has  formed  the  basis  of 


all  the  Territorial  governments  which  have  since  ex- 
isted. By  that  ordinance  no  qualifications  were  re- 
quired of  the  person  elected  a  delegate ;  nor  do  the 
laws  of  the  United  Sutea,  which  have  been  aubee* 
quently  passed  in  relation  to  the  election  of  delegates 
from  other  Territories,  prescribe  any.  The  commit- 
tee will  not  attempt  to  discuss,  much  leee  to  decide, 
the  propriety  of  allowing  persons,  who  are  not  citi- 
zens of  the  United  State*,  or  who  may  owe  allegiance 
to  a  foreign  Government,  to  hold  seato  in  this  House 
as  delegates  from  Territories.  It  will  be  saAcieot  to 
state  the  fact,  that  there  are  no  statutory  provisions  on 
the  subject ;  and  that,  unless  it  can  be  deduced  fron  ' 
the  general  principles  of  the  Constitution,  there  is  no 
authority  to  exclude  an  aUen  from  holding  a  seat  in 
Congress  as  a  delegate  from  a  Territory.  The  case 
under  consideration  does  not,  however,  present  itself 
in  such  manner  as  to  render  a  decision  of  this  point 
absolutely  necessary.  By  the  documents  which  have 
been  referred,  it  appears  that  the  sitting  delegate  is  a 
native  of  France  ;  that  he  emigrated  to  the  United 
States  in  1792,  with  an  intention  of  residing  therein  ; 
that  he  has  so  resided  until  the  present  time  ;  that  in 
June,  1823,  he  made  application  to  the  court  of  Wayne 
county,  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  then  helden  in 
the  city  of  Detroit,  and  was  admitted  to  become  a  citi- 
zen of  the  United  Slates.  The  question  now  comes 
up  for  consideration,  whether  this  court  is  of  the  de- 
scription which  have  authority  competent  to  perform 
acta  of  this  kind.  The  act  of  Congress,  passed  the 
14th  of  April,  1802,  entitled  "An  act  to  establish  a 
uniform  rule  of  naturalization,  and  to  repeal  all  the 
acirt  heretofore  passed  on  that  subject,"  provides  that 
aliens  may  be  admitted  to  become  citizens  of  the  Uni-.. 
ted  States  by  the  "supreme,  superior,  district,  or  cir- 
cuit court  of  some  one  of  the  States,  or  of  the  territo- 
rial jurisdictions  of  the  United  States,  or  a  circuit  or 
disuict  court  of  the  United  States."  In  a  law  of  Con- 
gress which  was  designed  to  confer  jurisdiction  on 
other  courU  than  those  of  the  United  States,  and 
which  courU  were  possessed  of  different  powers,  and 
variously  constituted,  it  would  be  extremely  difficult 
to  describe  each  court  by  that  name  or  a'ppellatioa 
which  it  received  in  the  law  of  the  State  or  Territory 
by  which  it  was  established.  Besides,  was  such  pre- 
cision to  be  observed,  Congress  would  be  under  the 
necessity  of  altering  the  law  to  meet  every  change 
which  the  different  States  might  find  it  convenient  to 
make  in  their  judicial  system,  or  otherwise  the  object 
of  the  law  might,  in  some  Sutes,  be  entirely  de- 
feated. In  making  provision  for  the  naturaUzatimi  of 
foreigners,  the  intention  of  Congress  obviously  waa 
to  confide  it  to  all  courts  which  possessed  those  attri- 
butes that  would  render  them  sale  depositories  of  the 
trust  reposed.  And  the  terms  employed  to  describe 
them  must  be  construed  to  relate  to  their  powers  and 
jurisdiction,  and  not  to  the  name  ur  appellation  by 
which  thry  were  respectively  designated  in  the  laws 
of  the  States  or  Territories  in  which  they  exist.  That 
this  is  a  fair  construction,  will  appear  manifest  from 
the  provisions  of  the  third  section  of  the  same  met, 
which  declares  "  that  every  court  of  record,  in  any  in- 
dividual State,  having  common  law  jurisdiction,  and  a 
seal,  and  clerk  or  prolhonotary,  ahall  be  considered  a* 
a  district  court  wiihm  the  meaning  of  this  act" 

The  exceptions  taken  to  the  authority  of  a  county 
court  of  a  Territory  to  admit  aliens  to  become  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  are  founded  on  the  reference  in 
this  section  to  Slate  courts,  and  the  omission  to  include 
the  courts  of  a  similar  character  in  the  Territories. 
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Bat  tbif  lection,  it  matt  b«  obMrved,  it  merely  deelar- 
aturj,  tad  c«nnot  jtutlj  be  conttrued  to  contain  any 
thing  mort  than  an  explanation  o{  what  waa  intended 
to  be  underatood  by  the  terma  "  district  and  circuit 
court."  Let  ua  aee  what  ia  the  interpretation.  It  ia, 
"  that  every  court  of  record  which  poaaeasea  certain 
other  atthbutea,  which  are  enumerated,  ia  to  be  con- 
aidered  a«  a  district  court."  Here  ia  no  new  grant  of 
power,  bat  only  a  declaration  of  the  character  in 
which  thoae  courta  are  considered  ;  and  the  omiaaion 
of  the  territorial  courts  in  this  section  cannot  be  con- 
atrued  to  annul  the  grant  of  power  contained  in  the 
first  section.  The  reaaon  for  enacting  the  firat  section 
waa  obviously  to  explain  away  certain  doubts  which 
appear  by  the  preamble  to  have  existed  in  regard  to 
some  of  the  courts  in  certain  States;  and  the  presump- 
tion ia,  that,  in  reapect  to  the  territorial  courts,  no 
such  doubts  were  suggested,  and  hence  the  omission. 
Should  this  view  of  the  subject  be  correct,  there  can 
be  no  doubt  but  that  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States 
the  county  courta  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan  are  to 
be  conaidered  aa  district  courts,  and  competent  to  admit 
aliens  to  become  citixena  of  the  United  States  ;  and 
that,  aa  the  aitting  delegate  was  naturalized  before 
one  of  those  courta,  he  thereby  became,  and  in  fact, 
now  ia,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States. 

The  committee  will  now  proceed  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  second  objection,  viz :  That,  even  admit- 
ting the  vtlidity  of  the  naturalization,  yet,  as  it  did 
not  take  place  one  jear  before  the  election,  the  sitting 
delegate  was  not  at  that  time  legally  qualified,  inas- 
much as  he  had  not  resided  in  the  Territory  one  year 
previous  to  the  election  in  the  quality  of  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States.  The  authority  relied  on  to  support 
this  position  is  the  act  of  Congress  "  authorizing  the 
election  of  a  delegate  from  the  Michigan  Territory  to 
the  Congresa  of  the  United  States,  and  extending  the 
right  of  suffrage  to  the  citizens  of  the  said  Territory," 
passed  the  16th  of  February,  1819;  and  the  "act  to 
amend  the  ordinance  and  acts  of  Congress  for  the 
government  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  passed  the  3d  of  March,  1823.  The 
former  of  these  acts  provides  "  that  every  free  white 
male  citizen  of  said  Territory,  above  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years,  who  shall  have  resided  therein  one  year 
next  preceding  the  election,"  «kc.,  shall  be  entitled  to 
vote  at  such  election  for  a  delegate  to  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States.  The  latter  act  provides  that  all 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  having  the  qualifications 
prescribed  by  the  act  of  the  16th  February,  1819,  shall 
be  eligible  to  any  office  in  said  Territory.  The  com- 
mittee will  not  undertake  to  decide  whether  the  sta- 
tion of  delegate  ia  such  an  office  as  comes  within  the 
meaning  of  this  act ;  but,  even  admitting  that  it  ia, 
the  conclusion  will  not  prejudice  the  right  of  the  sit- 
ting delegate  to  his  seat.  Neither  of  the  acts  referred 
to  require  that  the  person  shall  possess  the  qualifica- 
tions enumerated  at  any  other  time  than  that  at  which 
the  election  takes  place.  It  is  not  the  citizen  who  is 
required  to  have  resided  in  that  quality  for  one  year 
next  preceding  the  election.  It  is  the  person,  the  in- 
dividual, the  man,  who  is  spoken  of,  and  who  is  to 
possess  the  qualifications  of  residence,  age,  freedom, 
Ac,  at  the  time  he  offers  to  vote,  or  is  to  be  voted  for, 
or  claims  the  privileges  and  franchises  which  those 
acts  bestow.  From  a  careful  examination  of  the  case 
in  all  its  bearings  and  relations,  the  committee  are 
impelled  to  the  conclusion  that  the  sitting  delegate 
waa  at  the  time  of  his  election  a  citizen  of  the  United 


Sutea,  poaaeaaed  of  all  the  Conatttotional  and  lega^ 
qualificationa  to  render  him  eligible  to  a  aeat  in  the 
present  Congress,  and  do,  therefore,  aobmit  the  foilow> 
ing  resolution  : 

"  Retolred,  That  Gabriel  Richard  ia  entitled  to  a 
seat  in  this  House  aa  a  delegate  from  tha  Territory  oV 
Michigan." 

MARQUIS  LAFAYETTE, 

The  joint  resolutions  yesterday  moved  by  Mr. 
Mitchell,  of  Maryland,  looking  to  the  probability 
of  a  visit  from  the  Marquis  Lafayette  to  this 
country,  and  proposing  to  send  a  national  ship  for 
him,  were  read  a  second  time;  and  the  question 
being  on  ordering  them  to  a  third  reading — 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Condict  to  lay  the 
resolutions  on  the  table  to  give  time  for  further 
consideration  thereon. 

This  motion  was  negatived — 80  to  74. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  expressed 
his  wish  to  have  more  aiMhentic  information  of 
the  expressions  of  General  Lafayette  on  the  sub- 
ject of  a  visit  to  the  United  States.  He  thought 
the  House  was  not  in  possession  of  such  informa- 
tion on  the  subject  as  would  justify  acting  upon 
it — intimating,  that  if  he  was  properly  apprized 
of  the  facts  alleged  in  the  preamble,  he  did  not 
know  that  he  should  object  to  the  resolutions. 

Mr.  Bre.nt,  of  Louisiana,  said  he  did  not  con- 
sider it  material,  to  a  decision  on  these  resolutions, 
whether  or  not  it  was  the  wish  of  the  Marquis 
Lafayette  to  visit  the  United  States.  But,  Mr. 
B.  said,  he  had  seen  letters  from  the  Marquis  him- 
self, expressing  that  wish.  He  had  seen  a  letter 
addressed  to  Mr.  Davezac,  of  New  Orleans,  where- 
in Marquis  Lafayette  stated  that  it  was  his  inten- 
tion to  visit  the  United  States  once  more  before 
he  died.  One  of  his  colleagues,  also,  (Mr.  Liv- 
ingston,) had  received  a  letter  to  the  same  effect. 
Mr.  B.  said,  he  hoped,  on  this  occasion,  not  only 
an  affirmative  but  an  unanimous  vote.  It  was 
unnecessary  for  him  to  refer  to  the  value  of  the 
services  which  General  Lafayette  had  rendered 
to  this  county  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution.  They 
were  too  deeply  engraven'in  the  bosom  of  every  man 
to  need  to  be  revived  to  his  recollection.  The  reso- 
lutions would  cause  no  expense,  and  establish  na 
precedent.  The  House  had,  from  various  unoffi- 
cial sources,  all  the  information  they  could  desire 
on  this  subject,  and  he  hoped  the  resolve  would 
pass. 

Mr.  Rich,  of  Vermont,  moved  to  amend  the 
resolalion  by  striking  out  the  words  "expressed 
an  anxious  wish,"'  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  "an- 
nounced his  intention,''  to  visit  the  United  Slates, 
dec. 

Mr.  Condict,  of  New  Jersey,  said,  that  it  would 
be  much  more  competeut  for  a  committee  than 
for  the  whole  House  to  amend  the  phraseology  of 
a  resolve,  and,  as  there  seemed  to  be  some  doubt 
as  to  the  phraseology  of  the  preamble  at  least,  he 
moved  to  refer  the  resolutions  to  a  select  com- 
mittee. 

This  motion  was  agreed  to,  without  opposition  ; 
and  Mr.  Condict,  Mr.  Mitchell,  Mr.  Holcomhe, 
Mr.  Brent,  Mr.  Cuthbert,  Mr.   Ca.mbbeleno^ 
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and   Mr.   Liviwobton,  were  appointed  the  said 
committee. 

SURVEYS  FOR  ROADS  AND  CANALS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hemphill,  the  House  again 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on 
the  untinished  business  of  yesterday.  Mr.  Foot 
was  called  to  the  Chair,  and  the  consideration  of 
the  bi)l  for  obtaining  the  necessary  surveys,  plans, 
and  estimates,  on  the  subject  of  roads  and  canals, 
was  resumed. 

Mr.  P.  P.  Barbour  said,  that  it  had  been  in 
order  to  test  the  principle  of  the  bill  before  the 
House,  that  he  had  yesterday  moved  to  strike  out 
the  enactins;  clause  ;  he  would  now  ask  the  in- 
dulgence ol  the  House  while  he  endeavored  to 
state  some  of  the  reasons  which  compelled  him 
to  oppose  the  principle  on  which  the  bill  must  ne- 
cessarily rest.  He  was  aware  that  the  subject  had 
been  discu.ssed,  elaborately,  at  a  former  Congress, 
and  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  avoid,  on  the  pres- 
ent occasion,  touching  on  some,  at  least,  of  the 
points  then  so  fully  argued — he  should  endeavor 
to  guard  against  this  as  far  as  it  was  practicable  ; 
and,  being  very  unwilling  to  trespass,  unnecessarily, 
on  the  time  of  the  House,  should  endeavor  to  com- 
press the  lew  remarks  he  had  to  offer  into  as  dense 
a  form  as  he  was  capable. 

The  bill,  observed  Mr.  B.,  proposes  an  appro- 
priation of  money  to  obtain  the  necessary  surveys 
and  plans  on  the  subject  of  roads  and  canals  ;  and 
Its  advocates  had  ur^ed  that  it  was  merely  a  meas- 
ure to  procure  useful  information  ;  but  it  sought 
that  information  avowedly  with  reference  to  an 
ulterior  object ;  and  if  this  ulterior  measure  be 
not  Constitutionally  within  the  powers  of  Con- 
gress, then  he  contended  that  Congre.ss  were  not 
warranted  in  taking  the  preparatory  step  now  pro- 
posed. He  should  trouble  the  House  with  no  re- 
marks on  the  general  subject  of  internal  improve- 
ments; the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  good 
roads  and  canals  none  deny  ;  he  fully  accorded 
in  the  opinions  expressed  by  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  on  the  saving  of  expense  and  promo- 
tion of  intercourse  which  must  necessarily  result 


from  them.  But  the  question  now  to  be  argued 
was  of  a  different  complexion — it  was  the  ques- 
tion of  power.  He  had  long  been  of  opinion, 
that  Congress  was  not  possessed  of  this  power 
under  the  Constitution,  as  that  instrument  now 
stands  ;  and  it  would  be  the  object  of  his  present 
discussion  to  prove  this. 

Before,  however,  he  went  into  an  examination 
of  the  Constitution  itself,  he  would  make  some 
preliminary  remarks  on  the  principles  and  spirit  of 
that  instrument.  When  the  Constitution  was 
about  to  be  formed,  the  great  problem  which  oc- 
cupied the  minds  of  its  framers  was  the  determi- 
nation what  powers  should  be  conceded  by  the 
States  to  the  Federal  Government,  and  what  pow- 
ers should  be  retained  by  the  States.  If  too  much 
should  be  granted,  the  General  Government,  like 
Aaron's  serpent,  would  soon  swallow  up  the  State 
governments;  if,  on  the  other  hand,  too  little  were 
conceded,  the  Federal  Government  would  be  in- 
etficient  for  the  purposes  of  its  institution.     The 


one  error  threatened  liberty,  the  other  threatened 
internal  peace  and  order.  In  these  delicate  and 
difficult  circumstances,  the  authors  of  the  Consti- 
tution determined  on  a  compromise  between  these 
opposite  interests,  and  the  compromise  rested  on 
one  general  principle,  subject,  however,  to  a  few 
modifications.  That  general  principle  was  this: 
that,  whenever  the  object  to  be  obtained  was  one 
which  required  the  concentrated  strength  of  the 
whole  Confederacy,  the  power  to  effect  it  was  re- 
posed in  the  Federal  Government ;  thus  the  rais- 
ing of  armies  and  constructing  of  tleets  for  the 
national  defence  were  objects  which  no  individ- 
ual State  could  effect,  and  they,  with  other  powers 
of  the  like  character,  were  therefore  confided  to 
the  General  Government ;  and,  because  they  could 
not  be  effected  without  the  requisite  pecuniary 
means,  the  Constitution,  on  the  same  principle, 
gave  Congress  power  to  raise  a  revenue.  There 
were  other  objects,  also,  which,  from  their  nature, 
could  not  be  managed  with  the  requisite  concert, 
by  thirteen  distinct  independent  sovereignties ; 
such  as  the  regulation  of  foreign  commerce  and 
the  making  of  treaties,  which,  therefore,  were  in- 
trusted to  the  General  Government.  He  cited 
these  instances  as  illustrations  and  exemplifica- 
tions to  show  what  kind  and  order  of  powers  the 
reason  and  spirit  of  the  Constitution  deposited  in 
the  hands  of  the  Federal  Government.  But  while, 
from  necessity,  powers  of  this  character  were 
ceded,  all  powers  which  had  relation  to  matters 
of  internal  regulation,  all  that  might  be  denomi- 
nated municipal  powers,  were  reserved  to  the 
States.  These  States  had  each  a  government  of 
its  own,  and  the  authors  of  the  Constitution  wisely 
judged  that  these  governments  were  fully  compe- 
tent to  take  the  superintendence  of  their  own  in- 
ternal concerns,  and  were,  from  their  situation, 
likely  to  be  more  intimately  acquainted  with  these 
concerns,  and  therefore  best  adapted  to  their  pro- 
per management.  This  distinction  of  power,  Mr. 
B.  insisted,  was  the  general,  fundamental  princi- 
ple on  which  the  whole  Constitution  was  based ;  and 
It  would  prove  the  best  guide  in  investigating  any 
part  of  that  instrument  ;  the  object  of  which  had 
been,  by  a  wise  distribution  of  power,  to  assign  to 
the  General  and  to  the  several  Slate  Governments, 
each  its  own  proper  orbit,  in  which  to  move  for 
the  general  good. 

Yet  this  general  principle  was  susceptible  of, 
and  had  received  some  modifications.  Some  few 
of  the  municipal  powers,  of  a  special  and  partic- 
ular character,  had,  for  wise  reasons,  been  trans- 
ferred to  the  General  Government.  An  instance 
of  which  was  found  in  the  exclusive  jurisdiction 
given  to  that  government  over  the  spot  where  its 
seat  should  be  fixed ;  the  reason  of  this  was,  ob- 
viously, that  the  freeexerciseof  its  functions  might 
be  preserved,  unawed  by  any  influence  that  might 
otherwise  be  exerted  over  them  in  consequence  of 
the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  any  particular  State. 
So  the  General  Government  had  the  power  to 
regulate  commerce  between  the  Siate.s,  and  to  fix 
a  standard  of  weights  and  measures ;  for  which,  as  in 
the  former  in.-itance,  there  was  a  special  reason, 
viz  :  the, necessity  for  uniformity,  an  object  which 
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could  not  haye  been  attained,  bad  these  powers 
been  left  where,  on  the  general  principle,  they  be- 
longed, that  is,  with  the  several  States.  There 
were  but  few  powers  of  this  description  placed  in 
the  General  Government ;  and  on  investigation, 
it  would  be  found  that,  in  every  individual  case, 
there  was  a  special  individual  reason  for  the  grant, 
which  rendered  it  a  proper  exception.  [  Mr.  Bar- 
BOCR  here  read  extracts,  in  confirmation  of  his 
position,  from  '•  The  Federalist,"  No.  45] 

Now,  said  Mr.  B.,  if  the  principle  I  have  stated 
furnishes  a  sound  rule  for  the  interpretation  of  the 
Constitution,  might  I  not  stop  here  and  ask  whe- 
ther the  subject  of  internal  improvements  is  not 
characterized  by  every  thing  which  can  bring  it 
within  the  class  of  municipal  powers  ?  Whether, 
in  the  language  of  4he  book  I  have  just  quoted, 
the  able  commentary  of  the  authors  of  the  Con- 
stitution themselves,  it  is  not  a  system  of  *•  meas- 
ures to  promote  internal  order,  improvement,  and 
prosperity  ?"  Now,  the  municipal  powers  granted 
to  the  General  Government,  Ijeing  so  many  excep- 
tions to  the  general  principle,  are  all  distinctly 
enumerated.  The  enumeration,  therefore,  limits 
the  extent  of  such  powers  in  that  Government ; 
it  has  the  powers  enumerated,  and  it  has  no  more. 
Whence  will  the  gentlemen  opposed  to  me  get 
other  municipal  powers  ?  Will  they  attempt  to 
find  them  under  that  part  of  the  Constitution 
which  has  been  said  to  be  nothing  more  than  a 
rule  which  would  have  resulted  of  course,  and 
which  might  have  been  omitted,  since  what  it 
contains  is  a  necessary  inference  from  what  went 
before  it,  viz:  "to  make  all  laws  which  shall  be 
'  necessary  and  proper  for  carrying  into  execution 
'  the  foregoing  powers,  and  all  other  powers  vested 
*  by  this  Constitution  in  the  Government  of  the 
'  United  States,  or  in  any  department  or  officer 
'thereof?"  Surely,  as  the  States  intended  to 
give  the  General  Government  only  a  few  specific 
municipal  powers,  it  is  not  competent  for  that 
Government  to  assume  other  municipal  powers  as 
incidents  to  federal  powers.  This  would  be  to 
extend  the  grant  of  specific  municipal  powers,  by 
claiming  them  as  incidents  to  another  class,  and 
may  be  so  far  extended  as  totally  to  overthrow 
the  partition  which  that  instrument  has  so  assidu- 
ously erected  between  the  General  and  the  State 
Governments. 

He  would  now  proceed  to  an  examination  of 
the  Constitution  itself,  in  reference  to  the  power 
in  question.  It  was  worthy  of  inquiry,  however, 
first,  to  look  at  the  great  diversity  of  opinion  among 
those  who  professed  to  derive  the  power  of  ma- 
king internal  improvements  from  the  Constitution. 
Some  thought  it  might  be  done  with  the  consent 
of  the  States  concerned  ;  others,  without  that  con- 
sent. Some  drew  it  from  one  part  of  the  Consti- 
tution, some  from  another.  Some  maintain  that 
Congress  has  the  power  without  the  section  which 
authorizes  them  to  collect  taxes,  Ac;  others,  that 
it  has  not.  All  these  various  classes  of  advocates, 
however  diverse  or  incompatible  their  various 
opinions  might  be,  were,  he  did  not  doubt,  as  sin- 
cere in  holding  and  in  expressing  them,  as  he  him- 
self was  in  the  views  he  took  on  the  subject.     He 


should  think  it  needless  to  occupy  much  time  to 
prove  that,  if  Congress  possessed  the  power  at  all, 
they  needed  not  the  assent  of  the  Slates,  through 
which  the  improvements  were  to  pass,  though 
such  assent  had  been  asked,  as  to  the  Cumberland 
road.  For,  whatever  powers  the  Constitution  has 
given  them,  they  nay  not  only  exercise  without 
the  assent  of  the  States,  but  against  their  will, 
within  Constitutional  limits.  Take,  for  example 
the  power  of  taxation  ;  and  so  of  their  other  pow- 
ers. If  assent  is  to  be  procured,  it  implies  that  it 
cannot  be  done  without  such  assent ;  but  if  the 
assent  give  the  authority,  it  follows  that,  by  the 
assent  of  a  few  States,  a  new  power  may  be  im- 
parted ;  whereas,  to  get  a  new  power,  requires  an 
amendment  of  the  Constitution,  which  can  only 
be  done  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  that  instru- 
ment. There  are,  indeed,  a  few  cases  in  which 
the  Constitution  requires  the  assent  of  the  States, 
such  as  the  purchase  of  sites  for  forts,  arsenals, 
&c.,  but  the  verv  requisition  of  assent  in  these 
cases,  utterly  excludes  the  idea  of  its  neces-sity  in 
any  others. 

If  no  consent  is  required  from  the  States,  it  must 
be  because  the  power  is  granted  by  the  Constitu- 
tion. Is  it  granted  ?  asked  Mr.  B.  I  cannot  find 
such  a  word  in  any  part  of  that  instrument,  as 
power  to  make  canals.  He  here  read  extracts 
from  the  report  of  the  first  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, (General  Hamilton,)  in  which,  he  contended, 
that  that  statesman  did  not  pretend  to  claim  such 
a  power  as  belonging  to  the  General  Government. 
He  was,  in  that  report,  opposing  the  force  of  the 
arguments  of  the  then  Secretary  of  State,  (Mr. 
Jefferson,)  in  respect  to  the  incorporation  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  Stales,  but,  though  strenuous 
in  his  opposition,  he  admitted  "  that  a  special 
'  power  to  incorporate,  for  the  purpose  of  opening 
'  canals,  would  have  been  necessary,  except  with 
'  regard  to  the  Western  territory  ;  there  being 
'  nothing,  in  any  part  of  the  Constitution,  re- 
'  specling  the  regulation  of  canals."  It  is  not 
pretended  that  the  power  to  make  roads  and  ca- 
nals is  a  positive  power,  granted  bv  the  Consti- 
tution ;  it  is  ^upposed,  however,  to  be  implied  in 
some  of  those  expressly  enumerated.  From  which 
of  these  is  it  sought  to  be  derived?  Some  say 
from  that  clause  which  gives  to  Congress  "power 
to  regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations,  and 
among  the  several  States."  For  himself,  it  had 
always  been  his  opinion  that  this  grant  extended 
no  farther  than  to  prej-cribing  the  terms  on  which 
this  commerce  shall  be  conducted.  He  had  de- 
rived this  opinion  equally  from  the  history  and 
the  geographical  position  of  the  United  States. 
The  slightest  glance  at  a  map  of  the  Union  is 
sufficient  to  show  that,  in  respect  to  commercial 
advantages,  some  of  the  Slates  are  far  better  situ- 
ated than  others  ;  and  this  power  was  given  to 
prevent  undue  advantage  being  taken  of  those 
States  which  were  less  favorably  situated,  by  the 
laying  of  exactions  on  the  passage  of  their  pro- 
ducts to  a  market,  &c.,  [on  which  part  of  the  sub- 
ject he  read  a  quotation  from  one  of  the  numbers 
of  "  The  Federalist.'']  Here,  he  said,  was  a  pre- 
cise and  special  reason  for  the  grant  of  this  power, 
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which  ought  to  be  taken  as  the  best  explanation 
of  the  power  itself. 

But,  it  had  been  urged,  that  the  same  word 
*'  regulate,"  is  equally  applied  in  this  clause  of  the 
Constitution  to  foreign  and  domestic  commerce, 
and  yet,  under  this  clause,  the  Government  was 
held  to  have  the  power  of  erecting  lighthouses, 
beacons,  dtc.  If  they  might  do  this,  under  a  power 
to  "  regulate"  foreign  commerce,  why  not,  it  has 
been  asked,  make  canals  and  roads,  under  a  power 
to  "  regulate"  domestic  commerce?  To  this  ar- 
gument, Mr.  B.  replied,  that  the  analogy  from 
the  general  power  to  the  particular  act,  was  by  no 
means  as  strong  in  the  one  case  as  the  other.  But, 
he  thought  that  a  full  answer  was  to  be  found  in 
the  Constitution  itself,  viz.,  in  that  clause  which 
gives  to  Congress  exclusive  legislation  over  "all 
places  purchased  with  the  consent  of  the  States, 
lor  the  erection  of  forts,  magazines,  arsenals,  dock- 
yards, and  other  needful  buildings,"  taken  in  con- 
nexion with  the  course  of  legislation  upon  the 
subject ;  for,  upon  reference  to  the  laws  of  the 
United  States,  we  find  a  long  list  of  cessions,  by 
the  States,  of  sites  for  lighthouses,  beacons,  &c., 
which  clearly  proves  that  Congress  legislated 
under  the  idea  that  they  derived  the  power  from 
that  source.  Whether,  therefore,  the  power  to 
make  roads  and  canals  is  sought  to  be  established, 
under  this  clause  of  the  Constitution,  by  consult- 
ing its  express  terms,  or  relying  on  the  above  an- 
alogy, or  resortinw  to  the  declarations  and  illus- 
trations of  its  authors,  speaking  in  the  Federalist, 
the  attempt  must  prove  equally  unavailing. 

The  next  clause  resorted  to,  is  that  which  gives 
to  Congress  "  power  to  raise  and  support  armies ;" 
whence  it  is  argued  that  they  have  an  incidental 
power  to  make  military  roads.  Here  he  should 
take  occasion  to  make  some  remarks  on  inciden- 
tal powers  in  general.  It  was  utterly  unsafe  and 
inadmissible  to  infer  an  incidental  power  from  a 
power  expressly  granted,  merely  on  the  ground  of 
its  remote  convenience,  or  conduciveness,  in  car- 
rying the  granted  power  into  effect:  to  be  inci- 
dental, it  must  have  an  immediate,  direct,  and 
appropriate  relation  to  the  granted  power.  If, 
when  a  power  is  expressly  granted,  every  other 
power  which,  in  however  distant  and  remote  a 
degree,  may  be  convenient  or  conducive  to  its  ex- 
ercise, is  held  also  to  be  granted,  as  incidental  to 
the  first,  where  is  power  to  stop?  There  is  no 
end  to  the  lon^  chain  of  cause  and  effect.  The 
Constitution  gives  you,  said  Mr.  B.,  "power  to 
provide  and  maintain  a  navy;"  to  do  this,  ship- 
timber  is  requisite.  Will  it  be  held,  that  the 
granted  power  to  provide  a  navy,  contains,  as  an 
incidental  power,  authority  to  forbid  the  people 
from  cutting  and  using  the  timber  on  their  own 
farms  ?  In  other  words,  from  clearing  their  lands? 
He  could  multiply  examples  of  the  same  kind.  If 
powers,  however  remotely  conducing  to  the  grant- 
ed power,  be  held  incidental  to  it,  the  grant  was 
of  illimitable  extent.  Nothing  like  an  immediate 
and  appropriate  relation  was  to  be  found  between 
raising  armies  and  making  roads. 

The  next  clause  relied  on  was  that  which  con- 
fers power  '•  to  establish    post  offices   and   post 


roads."  The  view  he  had  always  entertained  of 
the  meaning  of  this  clause  was,  that  it  only  au- 
thorizes Congress  to  designate  the  route  in  which 
the  mail  shall  travel,  the  places  where  post  offices 
shall  be  located,  and  to  secure  to  the  mail  the 
right  of  passing  unmolested.  The  "Federalist," 
speaking  of  this  power,  calls  it  a  "  harmle&s"  one. 
j  As  he  construed  it,  it  was  so;  but,  if  the  opposite 
construction  prevailed,  it  ceased  to  be  so  '*  barm- 
less"  or  inconsiderable.  The  authors  of  the  Con- 
stitution thought  that  the  consent  of  a  State  was 
necessary,  before  the  General  Government  could 
get  jurisdiction  over  even  so  much  ground  as  was 
required  to  build  a  fort ;  but  the  construction  now 
contended  for  gives  them  an  extended  jurisdiction 
indeed.  According  to  a  late  report  from  the  Post 
Office  Department,  there  are,  in  the  United  States, 
80,000  miles  of  post  roads;  but  if  Congress  may 
incorporate  a  company,  and  set  toll-gates  upon 
one  of  these  roads,  it  may  on  all  of  them.  Here 
then  is  a  jurisdiction  over  80,000  miles  of  road, 
with  the  patronage  of  all  the  officers  connected 
with  them — a  mass  of  power  which  can  hardly 
be  called  "  harmless"  in  the  sense  of  the  "Federal- 
ist." Mr.  B.  said  he  was  not  much  in  the  habit 
of  referring,  on  h.uch  subjects,  to  legislative  au- 
thority, but,  as  far  as  was  inferrible  from  the  acts 
on  the  subject  of  post  roads,  the  sense  of  Congress 
had  been  against  the  power  now  contended  for. 
In  all  the  laws  on  the  subject,  the  act  merely  de- 
signates the  route  to  be  pursued,  though  the  title 
is,  "  to  establish  post  roads."  It  was  very  true 
that  the  Legislatures  of  the  States  cannot  stop  the 
mail ;  but  the  question  now  in  discussion  is  the 
question  of  power  to  make  a  road.  If  Congress 
has  jurisdiction  over  post  roads,  what  becomes  of 
that  jurisdiction  when  a  post  route  (as  happens 
every  day)  is  discontinued  ?  Does  it  revert  to  the 
particular  State?  And  when  the  General  Grov- 
ernment  obtains  jurisdiction  over  a  road,  does  the 
State  jurisdiction  thereon  cease?  or  have  the 
two  Governments  concurrent  jurisdiction?  If 
they  have,  suppose  each  of  them  should  incorpo- 
rate a  company  to  make  the  same  road,  must  one 
yield?  and  which  one?  Must  the  State  govern- 
ment yield  to  the  General  Government  its  soil 
and  jurisdiction  ?  Where,  asked  Mr.  B.,  is  there 
a  ,«olitary  instance  to  be  found  of  the  General 
Government's  obtaining,  under  the  Constitution, 
any  soil  except  that  which  it  is  authorized,  by  the 
Constitution,  to  purchase,  that  which  it  holds  as 
national  territory,  or  that  which  is  ceded  for  a 
seat  of  government?  On  the  one  construction 
there  is  no  collision,  no  incompatible  or  con- 
flicting jurisdiction  ;  all  is  harmony.  But,  on 
the  other,  all  is  conflict.  The  one  construction 
leaves  to  Congress  exclusive  jurisdiction  within 
its  limits,  and  to  the  State  governments  exclusive 
jurisdiction  within  theirs.  The  opposite,  exposes 
both  to  all  the  inconveniences  and  dangers  oi  col- 
liding jurisdictions. 

Mr.  B.  next  proceeded  to  examine  the  clause 
which  ^ives  the  power  "to  lay  and  collect  taxes, 
duties,  imposts,  and  excises;  to  pay  the  debts  and 
provide  for  the  common  defence  and  general  wel- 
fare of  the  United  States."     However  gentlemen 
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might  diflfer  as  to  the  coastructioD  of  differeDt 
parts  of  the  Constitution,  there  was  one  point  on 
which  all  agree,  viz:  that  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment of  this  country  is  a  limited  government,  a 
government  subject  to  restrictions.  But,  though 
this  be  so,  and  the  Constitution  prescribes  the 
limits,  if  you  interpret  the  above  clause  of  that  in- 
strument so  as  to  say  that  Congress  may  do  any 
thing  it  pleases  to  ilo,  that  will  "promote  the 
general  welfare"  or  the  "common  defence,"  then 
all  limits  elsewhere  laid  are  utterly  vain  and  nu- 
gatory. The  powers  given  are  as  illimitable  as 
space;  expediency,  and  that  alone,  is  left  to  regu- 
late the  Government.  Or  if,  as  is  contended  by 
others,  this  clause  refers  merely  to  a  power  of  ap- 
propriation, still,  if  you  say  that  Congress  may 
appropriate  any  money  it  pleases,  and  for  any  ob- 
ject that  will  "promote  the  general  welfare,"  the 
case  is  scarcely  any  better  than  before.  If  this  is 
a  limited  Government,  neither  construction  can 
be  a  sound  one:  either  of  them  lets  all  that  loose 
and  perfectly  unregulated  which  the  Constitution, 
throughout,  so  assiduously  labors  to  regulate  and 
condne.  [In  support  of  this  position  Mr.  B.  again 
read  extracts  from  the  Federalist.]  The  correct 
construction  of  the  above  clause  was  this,  it  gives 
to  Congress  the  power  to  raise  money  because 
that  power  is  indispensable;  it  is  the  very  life- 
blood  of  all  government;  but  the  money  raised  is 
limited  in  the  mode  of  raising  it,  and  limited  as  to 
the  ends  to  which  it  may  be  applied.  If  the  right 
of  appropriation  be  restricted  in  its  application,  to 
the  objects  enumerated  in  the  Constitution,  then 
the  question  in  any  given  case  will,  as  it  has  been 
justly  said  by  high  authority,  be  sufficiently  pre- 
cise and  determinate  to  be  submitted  to  judicial 
decision;  but,  if  it  be  established  as  a  principle, 
that  Congress  may  appropriate  money  to  any  and 
every  object  which  they  may  think  will  promote 
the  general  welfare,  then  it  is  obvious  that  it  will 
become  in  every  instance  a  question  of  expediency, 
to  be  decided  by  legislative  discretion,  and  not 
subject  to  judicial  control.  A  very  just  and  pre- 
cise view  of  this  subject,  Mr.  B.  said,  is  given  by 
the  late  President  of  the  United  Stales  in  his  com- 
munication to  Congress,  assigning  the  reason  of 
his  dissent  from  an  act  passed  by  both  Houses. 
[He  here  read  extracts  from  the  President's  com- 
munication.] 

Having  thus  examined  in  succession  the  several 
parts  of  the  Constitution,  in  which  the  advocates 
for  internal  improvements  sought  to  find  the 
grant  of  power  to  make  them,  he  would  fdd  one 
other  view  of  that  instrument  considered  as  a 
whole.  Although  its  fraraers  went  into  the  con- 
struction of  it  in  a  liberal  spirit  of  mutual  conces- 
sions, yet  there  is  manifest,  in  various  parts  of  it, 
a  portion  of  mutual  jealousy  also.  That  spirit 
plainly  appears  in  such  regulations  as  that  which 
provides  that  all  direct  taxes  shall  be  in  proportion 
to  the  population  of  the  several  States — that  there 
shall  be  no  tax  on  exports,  &c.  These  provisions 
evidently  arose  out  of  a  fear  that  some  inequality 
might  exist  in  the  burdens  or  advantages  of  the 
new  Government  as  apportioned  among  the  States. 
But  if  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  thus  in- 


tended to  guard  by  anticipation,  against  all  such 
inequalities,  do  I  not,  said  Mr.  B.,  derive  from 
that  fact  a  very  strong  argument,  to  show  that 
they  never  meant  to  give  to  the  General  Govern- 
ment municipal  powers,  such  as  internal  improve- 
ment ?  These  powers  bear  directly  on  the  inter- 
nal affairs  of  a  people  almost  infinitely  diversified 
i.n  situation,  circumstances,  and  local  interests. 
Of  what  use  is  it  to  forbid  a  disproportionate 
drawing  of  money  from  the  different  States,  if, 
when  drawn,  according  to  due  proportion  from 
each,  it  may  then  be  given  for  the  benefit  of  a  few, 
or  of  a  single  State  i  Take  an  illustration  from 
the  great  i%ew  York  canal.  Had  the  expense  of 
that  canal  been  borne  by  the  General  Government  ? 
Although  it  would,  in  a  degree,  have  "  promoted 
the  general  welfare,"  would  it  not,  out  of  all  pro- 
portion, have  benefited  the  State  of  New  York  lo 
particular  ?  And  do  what  you  will,  from  the 
very  nature  of  things  it  must  happen,  however 
pure  the  intentions  of  Government,  that  the  prac- 
tical operation  of  such  an  interpretation  of  the 
Constitution,  and  of  the  system  which  rests  on 
that  interpretation,  will  be  to  produce  an  unequal 
and  disproportionate  application  of  moneys  drawn 
from  all  the  States.  If  this  may  be  done,  it  is 
vain  to  forbid  unequal  taxes,  and  what  must  be 
the  natural  consequence  ?  To  produce  discontent 
and  heart-burnings  in  those  parts  of  the  Union 
which  are  least  benefited,  or  not  at  all,  by  the  im- 
provements effected.  Some  States  may  be  so 
situated  by  geographical  posiiion  that  either  a 
small  share  only,  or  no  part  of  the  proposed  im- 
provements may  be  made  within  them,  and  when 
they  see  large  sums  continually  going,  under  the 
idea  of  "promoting  the  general  welfare,"  to  ac- 
complish objects  which  are  to  benefit  other  States, 
a  jealousy  will  be  excited  dangerous  to  the  peace 
of  our  country.  It  may  be  said  that  such  a  feel- 
ing is  unjustifiable;  however  that  may  be,  it  is 
the  part  of  a  wise  Government,  and  it  was  the  de- 
sign of  the  authors  of  our  Constitution  to  guard, 
as  lar  as  practicable,  against  giving  occasion  to 
feelings  of  so  pernicious  a  character. 

Before  he  concluded,  Mr.  B.  said,  he  would 
refer,  in  anticipation,  to  an  argument  which  he 
doubled  not  to  hear  urged  from  certain  precedents 
which  have  already  been  set  by  Congress  on  the 
general  subject,  and  which  are  thought  by  some 
to  cover  the  principle  against  which  he  was  now 
contending. 

The  case  of  the  Cumberland  road  was  one  of 
these  precedents.  It  had  been  constructed  not  by 
any  one  of  the  Stale  governments  through  whose 
territory  it  passed,  but  by  the  General  Govern- 
ment, and  at  the  public  expense.  Very  true.  But 
did  not  Congress,  in  the  very  act  providing  for 
this  road,  virtually  cede  the  ConstitutioDal  ques- 
tion, by  requiring  the  consent  of  those  States? 
If  the  Constitution  gives  the  Congress  power  to 
make  roads  where  it  will,  "  to  promote  the  general 
welfare,"  the  consent  of  no  State,  as  he  hoped  he 
had  already  proven,  can  be  required  to  the  exer- 
cise of  that  power;  and  so  far  was  President 
Jefferson  from  believing  such  a  power  to  be  in 
the  possession  of  Government,  that  he  expressly 
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recommended  an  amendment  of  the  Constitution 
in  order  to  give  it.  On  the  same  ground  Presi- 
dent Madison  rested  his  veto  to  the  act  for  giving 
the  bonus  of  the  United  States  Bank,  as  a  fund  for 
internal  improvement;  and  our  present  worthy 
Chief  Magistrate,  although  he  has  approved  acts 
for  the  continuation  and  completion  of  the  Cum- 
berland road,  made  a  distinction  between  power 
to  appropriate  for  such  a  road,  and  the  power  of 
jurisdiction  over  it.  I  deny  both.  In  conclusion, 
Mr.  B.  said,  that  he  had  endeavored  to  present  to 
the  House  a  fair,  and  at  the  same  time,  brief 
statement  of  his  views  on  this  subject ;  he  had 
long  been  settled  in  the  opinion,  that,  however 
desirable  or  advantageous  internal  improvements 
might  be,  Congress,  by  the  Constitution,  had  no 
power  to  make  them.  He  knew  that  other  gen- 
tlemen differed  widely  from  himself  in  this  opin- 
ion, and  he  could  not,  and  did  not.  entertain  the 
slightest  doubt  that  they  were  as  sincere  and  up- 
right in  their  views  as  he  was  in  his  ;  both  sides 
of  the  question  would  doubtless  be  presented  in 
argument,  and  it  would  be  for  the  Committee  to 
decide  between  them. 

Mr.  H  0  LOOM  BE,  of  New  Jersey,  rose,  and  observed, 
that  the  course  which  he  should  take  in  the  dis- 
cussion, would  be  widely  different  from  the  one 
pursued  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, (Mr.  Barbour,)  who  had  just  taken  his 
seat,  and  who  had  addressed  the  Committee  with 
so  much  ingenuity  and  eloquence.  I  shall  defend 
the  Constitutional  right — Mr.  H.  observed — and 
the  expediency  of  passing  this  bill.  The  Consti- 
tutional right,  indeed,  in  the  General  Government, 
and  the  expediency  of  appropriating  the  public 
treasure,  for  purposes  of  internal  improvement, 
have  always  appeared  to  me  propositions  too  ob- 
vious and  irresistible  to  require  either  illustration 
or  defence;  and  there  is,  surely,  no  fact  in  our 
parliamentary  history  more  remarkable,  than  the 
successful  opposition  which  has  combalted  this 
bill,  or  the  principle  which  it  involves,  in  every 
stage  of  its  progress.  Posterity  will  scarcely 
credit  it ;  especially  when  the  enlightened  period 
in  which  we  live,  and  the  spirit  of  universal  im- 
provement which  distinguishes  it,  be  taken  into 
consideration.  And  the  fact,  Mr.  Chairman,  can 
only  be  explained  by  referring  it  to  that  obliquity 
of  the  human  mind,  which  arrays  itself  in  oppo- 
sition to  all  new  improvements,  either  in  physics 
or  in  morals;  and  to  all  novel  and  extraordinary 
efforts  of  genius  or  patriotism.  Ridicule  and  con- 
tempt pursued  the  great  Columbus  from  Court  to 
Court ;  and  persecution  followed  him  to  the  grave. 
The  grandeur  and  success  of  his  enterprise  were 
insufficient  to  protect  him  from  the  embittered 
vengeance  of  those,  whose  vain  predictions  he  had 
so  signally  exposed.  But,  sir,  said  Mr.  H.,  it  is 
unnecessary  to  refer  to  history  for  illustration. 
When  Fulton  announced  the  discovery  of  steam- 
navigation,  incredulity  pointed  to  numerous  fail- 
ures ;  and  ignorance  asserted  its  folly  and  extrav- 
agance. But,  the  steamboat  floats  upon  the  waters 
oievery  civilized  nation,  and,  if  the  contemplated 
improvement  of  another  distinguished  American 
be  not  illusory,  is  destined  to  traverse  the  ocean 


itself,  for  the  purposes  of  commerce,  with  a  celer- 
ity heretofore  unprecedented,  and  unimagined — 
conquering  limeond  space,  and  drawing  together, 
within  the  circle  of  social  and  national  intercourse, 
the  remote  and  scattered  families  of  the  human 
race.  Again,  sir,  when  the  question  of  the  great 
New  York  Canal  was  first  in  agitation,  public 
opinion  pronounced  it  a  project  visionary  and  im- 
possible. The  traveller,  indeed,  struck  with  the 
magnificence  of  the  enterprise,  assented  lo  its 
practicability,  but  spoke  of  the  ages  necessary  for 
Its  completion.  In  less  than  six  years,  however, 
the  waters  of  the  great  Lakes  mingled  wilh  the 
Hudson  I  and  this  most  brilliant  and  successful 
effort  of  modern  genius  and  enterprise  is  rapidly 
hastening  to  its  consummation.  And  such  will 
be  the  splendid  result,  I  will  venture  to  predict,  of 
the  present  question.  It  has  been  denounced,  as 
unconstitutional,  and  opposed,  as  inexpedient. 
But,  if  innumerable  indications  and  expressions 
of  public  opinion  be  not  entirely  deceptive,  the 
period  is  not  distant — nay,  before  the  very  deco- 
rations of  this  Hall  shall  be  soiled  by  the  hand  of 
time — when  a  new  policy,  and  new  principles  of 
legislation,  shall  be  announced,  by  liberal  and 
munificent  appropriations  by  the  General  Grov- 
ernment,for  the  purposes  of  internal  improvement. 

The  bill,  Mr.  Chairman,  iscombatted  as  uncon- 
stitutional and  inexpedient.  I  will  examine  both 
points,  as  briefly,  but  perspicuously,  as  I  am  able. 

That  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  in 
broad  and  express  terms,  has  not  granted  to  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  the  power  of  ap- 
propriating the  public  treasure  for  the  purposes  of 
internal  improvement,  is  unquestionable.  But 
that  such  a  power  is  really  secured  by  a  liberal 
construction  of  this  instrument,  sufficiently  ample 
for  all  the  purposes  of  legislation  in  relation  to  this 
question,  has  never  been  doubted  by  many  poli- 
ticians. I  profess  to  belong  to  that  number.  And 
indeed  I  cannot  conceive  an  idea  more  extravagant 
than  that  a  Government  should  be  constituted  so 
utterly  imperfect  as  to  be  incapable  of  appropria- 
ting its  funds  for  any  object  which  its  constituted 
authorities  might  consider  necessary  for  the  public 
welfare.  History  furnishes  no  such  example.  And 
that  ours  is  actually  such  a  Government,  must 
pre-suppose  the  most  extraordinary  want  of  fore- 
sight in  a  body  of  politicians,  (the  framers  of  the 
Constitution,)  otherwise  remarkable  for  the  acute- 
ness  and  prophetic  sagacity  of  their  views.  We 
have  been  accustomed  to  regard,  and  justly  too, 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  as  the  ablest 
effort  of  wisdom  and  virtue.  But,  if  the  doctrines 
of  the  honorable  gentleman  who  has  just  taken  his 
seat  be  correct,  a  bitlerer  satire  upon  its  imperfec- 
tions could  scarcely  be  pronounced  or  imagined. 

"  We,  the  people  of  the  United  States,  in  order  to 
form  a  more  perfect  union,  establish  justice,  insure 
domestic  tranquillity,  provide  for  the  common  defence, 
promote  the  general  welfare,  and  secure  the  blessings 
of  liberty  to  ourselves  and  our  posterity,  do  ordain  and 
establish  this  Constitution  for  the  United  States  of 
America." 

Such,  said  Mr.  H.  is  a  condensed  but  very  lu- 
minous view  ( its  preamble)  of  the  pervading  spirit 
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and  grand  design  of  the  Constitution.  But  yet, 
air,  we  are  told  by  the  honorable  gentleman,  that 
the  bill  under  consideration,  obviously  and  ac- 
knowledgedly  indispensable  to  secure  the  public 
defence,  and  promote  the  general  welfare,  is  un- 
constitutional !  But,  whatever  may  have  bKeen  the 
hesitation  of  earlier  legislators  in  relation  to  the 
Constitutional  right  of  appropriating  public  money 
for  objects  of  internal  improvement,  a  practice  or 
practices  have  grown  out  of  the  implied  powers  by 
the  Constitution,  which,  as  legitimate  precedents, 
appear  to  me,  as  far  as  the  present  question  is  con- 
cerned, to  be  fully  sufl&cient  to  remove  all  obscu- 
rity (if,  indeed,  obscurity  there  be)  from  the  proper 
latitude  of  construction  to  be  given  to  it.  We 
erect  lighthouses,  seawalls,  piers,  and  buoys,  to 
facilitate  commerce;  we  endow  military  schools 
as  appendages  to  our  military  system  ;  we  con- 
struct costly  edifices  and  establish  expensive  li- 
braries, to  subserve  the  luxury,  or,  if  you  please, 
the  convenience  of  legislation,  without  startling 
the  scruples  or  prejudices  of  the  most  sensitive. 
But  such  acts,  gentlemen  observe^are  essential  for 
carrying  into  eflect  powers  expressly  granted.  And 
surely,  upon  this  principle,  (if  no  other  principle 
permitted,)  a  system  of  internal  improvement  by 
the  General  Government  may  be  sustained  and 
defended.  For  are  not  roads  and  canals  obviously 
indispensable  for  carrying  into  effect  a  system  of 

lublic  defence,  as  provided  for  by  the  Constitution  ? 

ndispensable,  indeed,  for  carrying  into  effect  the 
whole  grand  design  of  that  immortal  instrument — 
the  security,  prosperity,  and  happiness  of  the  good 
people  of  these  States. 

The  right  of  appropriation,  together  with  all 
necessary  jurisdiction  and  sovereignty,  extends  in 
my  opinion  to  every  act  of  legislation,  which, 
though  unembraced  by  the  express  letter  of  the 
Constitution,  will  obviously  and  certainly  promote 
the  public  welfare.  And  this  is  the  construction, 
I  am  convinced,  which  public  opinion  has  given 
to  this  question.  The  Committee  will  perceive, 
therefore,  that  I  do  not  derive  the  Constitutional 
power  of  appropriation  in  this  case,  as  a  conse- 
quent to  the  power  of  regulating  internal  or  exter- 
nal commerce,  or  of  establishing  post  offices  and 
post  roads,  or  from  an  extended  and  extravagant 
construction  to  any  individual  power,  but  rather 
from  that  general  power,  which  appears  to  me  inci- 
dental to,  and  inseparably  connected  with,  all 
Governments:  the  power  of  securing  the  public 
defence  and  promoting  the  general  welfare.  But 
such  a  power,  it  is  observed,  has  no  limits ;  it  will 
reach  to  any  thing  and  every  thing,  and  conse- 
quently is  dangerous  and  in  admissible.  The  dan- 
ger, sir,  is  more  imaginary  than  real.  The  discre- 
tion of  Congress  must  determine  its  limits,  as  it 
does  in  relation  to  every  other  power  of  the  Con- 
stitution, express  or  implied.  I  would  not,  Mr. 
Chairman,  on  this,  nor  on  any  other  subject,  be 
considered  as  regarding  lightly  the  authority  of  the 
Constitution.  On  the  contrary,  as  far  as  its  powers 
be  express  and  unequivocal,  let  them  be  fulfilled, 
even  to  the  utte^mo5^t  of  their  requisitions.  It  is, 
indeed,  a  charter  so  inexpressibly  solemn  and  im- 
posing in  Its  obligations,  that  it  should  be  approach- 


ed with  caution,  and  touched  (if  it  be  touched  at 
all)  with  becoming  reverence.  Or  rather,  it  is 
that  grand  temple  in  which  is  deposited  the  ark, 
not  only  of  our  own  liberties,  but  of  the  hopes  and 
liberties  of  the  human  race. 

*'  Long  as  the  Coliseum  stands,  Rome  shall  stand  ; 
When  falls  the  Coliseum,  Rome  shall  fall, 
And  when  Rome  falls,  the  world." 

Yes,  sir,  equally  with  those  opposed  to  the  bill, 
I  regard  as  sacred  and  obligatory,  the  authority  of 
the  Constitution,  as  far  as  it  be  express  and  une- 
quivocal. And  I  must  be  permitted  to  avail  my- 
self of  this  opportunity  of  protesting  against  the  ex- 
traordinary disposition  manifested  at  this  moment, 
to  assail  its  integrity.  And  I  regret  exceedingly 
to  observe  the  force  of  the  powerful  talents  of  my 
distinguished  friend  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr. 
McDuFFiE,)  arrayed  against  it.  Amendments  may 
be  necessary ;  and,  to  a  certain  Extent — a  very 
limited  extent,  however — I  believe  are  desirable. 
But  with  all  its  imperfections,  it  is,  notwithstand- 
ing, Mr.  Chairman,  that  august  structure  into 
which  1  would  rather  see  committed  the  everlast- 
ing destinies  of  this  country,  than  any  other  which 
the  genius  of  man  will  ever  be  able  to  devise  or 
erect.  Storms  may  assail,  and  the  shadows  of 
portending  dissolution  will  assuredly  encompass 
It.  But,  as  long  as  virtue  and  intelligence  con- 
tinue to  crowd  its  portals  and  officiate  at  its  altars, 
the  tempest  will  burst  harmless  around  it;  and 
when  the  deep  gloom  of  the  moment  shall  break 
away,  the  symbol  of  the  Union  will  still  be  seen, 
floating  over  it,  as  resplendently  as  ever — as  un- 
influenced, and  unendangered,  indeed,  as  the  stand- 
ard erected  above  us,  by  the  storms  which  some- 
times shake  this  hall  to  its  foundations. 

But,  sir,  the  friends  of  this  bill  differ  exceed- 
ingly from  those  opposed  to  us,  in  our  manner  of 
approaching  the  Constitution,  for  the  purposes  of 
leofislation,  in  relation  to  this,  as  well  as  every 
other  subject,  involving  a  Constitutional  question. 

They  appear  to  me  to  regard  it  (and  they  will 
pardon  the  freedom  of  the  comparison)  as  the 
Eastern  nations  do  the  thrones  of  their  princes,  or 
the  shrines  of  their  divinities.  They  approach  it 
with  reverential  awe,  and  fall  down  prostrated 
and  paralyzed  in  its  presence.  We,  on  the  con- 
trary, putting  on  the  panoply  of  a  more  liberal,  if 
not  a  purer  faith,  advance  fearlessly  into  its  pre- 
cincts, and  legislate,  if  it  be  necessary,  around  its 
very  altars;  and  if,  in  the  ardor  of  our  devotion  to 
the  public  good,  we  should  inadvertently  touch 
the  very  sanctuary  itself,  the  spirit  within,  we  feel 
assured,  will  launch  no  thunderbolt  to  punish  the 
indiscretion  of  those  faithful  and  zealous  servants 
who  otherwise  administer  with  pure  hands  and 
upright  intentions. 

This,  Mr.  Chairman,   is  neither  heresy,  I  be- 
lieve, in   relation   to  our  religious  creed,  nor,   I 
f (resume,  if  properly  constructed,  to  our  political 
aith. 

But  there  is  a  neutral  ground  which  this  sub- 
ject presents,  whereupon  the  most  tender  con- 
sciences might  legislate  without  being  startled 
with  the  upbraiding  voice  of  the  violated  Consti- 
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tution.  I  have  never  heard  objections  made — at 
least,  not  until  lately — and  never  upon  Constitu- 
tional grounds — to  the  practice  of  employing  the 
military  for  the  purposes  of  internal  improvement ; 
and,  how  easy  would  it  be,  by  extending  this  prin- 
ciple, to  avoid  altogether  the  imaginary  barriers 
of  the  Constitution!  But  why  attempt  to  exer- 
cise, by  indirection,  (and  I  almost  feel  degradi-d 
for  having  made  the  suggestion,)  a  right  which  is 
amply  secured  to  us  by  long  continued  usage;  by 
the  precedence  of  a  hundred  furmal  laws,  and  the 
universal  and  unequivocal  spirit  of  the  Constitu- 
tion itself?  But,  I  assert  again,  if  the  doctrines 
of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia  be  cor- 
rect, that  the  whole  history  of  our  legislation  is  a 
history  of  disregard  and  violence  to  the  obliga- 
tions of  the  Constitution.  Does  the  Constitution 
authorize  the  expenditure  ol  extravagant  suras  of 
public  money  for  the  erection  of  public  buildings  ? 
And  yet,  sir,  in  virtue  of  that  clause  of  the  Con- 
stitution which  authorizes  Congress  to  erect  need- 
ful buildings  for  its  accommodation,  we  have  ap- 
r»ropriated,  or  rather,  lavished,  millions  upon  rail- 
ions.  For  what?  To  decorate  a  spot  forever 
disgraced  and  degraded  in  our  history.  To  em- 
bellish edifices  associated  with  recollections  too 
bitter  and  too  humbling  to  be  capable  of  exciting 
any  other  emotion  than  that  of  shame  or  confusion 
in  the  bosom  of  an  American  citizen.  I  am,  per- 
haps, touching  invidious  ground,  and  I  would  not 
be  misunderstood.  I  presume  not  to  censure  the 
munificence  of  former  laws,  which  have  resulted 
in  the  splendor  and  decoration  around  us.  But  I 
must  be  permitted  to  observe  that,  if  we  can  Con- 
stitutionally appropriate  such  vast  sums  for  the 
erection  of  monuments  of  taste,  (fur  mere  accom- 
modation we  all  know  and  feel  is  utterly  out  of 
the  question,)  upon  what  ground  of  right  or  con- 
sistency can  this  bill,  or  the  system  which  it  leads 
to,  be  opposed? — a  system,  I  repeat  again  and 
again,  indispensable  for  carrying  into  eflect  the 
great  end  of  the  Constitution  —  the  interests, 
strength,  and  safety  of  the  Union. 

But  I  have  lingered,  Mr.  Chairman,  too  long 
around  the  Constitution,  and  must  hasten  forward 
in  the  course  before  me. 

I  will  now  call  the  attention  of  the  Committee 
to  the  expediency  of  the  bill.  Many  gentlemen, 
who  profess  to  have  no  Constitutional  scruples  on 
this  subject,  are.  nevertheless,  opposed  to  it  on  the 
grounds  of  expediency.  The  time  has  not  arrived, 
they  observe,  when  we  can  profitably  engage  m  a 
sv'stem  of  this  description  ;  that  the  state  of  the 
Treasury  and  public  opinion  are  opposed  to  it.  I 
difler  from  such  gentlemen,  and  will  proceed  to 
state  my  reasons  for  urging  it  upon  the  immediate 
attention  of  the  Government. 

The  bill,  it  will  be  seen,  contemplates  no  appro- 
priation for  roads  and  canals.  It  merely  embraces 
that  kind  of  statistical  information,  which  it  is 
the  duty  of  every  Government  to  collect.  The 
surveys,  it  will  not  be  concealed,  are  intended  to 
be  preparatory  to  a  general  system  of  internal  im- 
provement, by  the  Government.  In  the  course  of 
two  years,  it  is  supposed,  the  surveys  may  be 
completed  ;  after  which  we  shall  be  enabled  to 


commence  the  system  with  every  desirable  ad- 
vantage. 

The  bill  bears  but  slightly  on  the  Treasury. 
But  were  the  Treasury  even  bankrupted  at  this 
moment,  I  know  of  no  method  better  calculated  to 
redeem  its  credit,  and  fix  it  upon  a  basis,  perma- 
nent and  irreversible,  than  the  improvement  of 
our  vast  domain  by  the  means  suggested.  I  am 
indebted  for  this  remark  to  the  honorable  chair- 
man of  the  committee  who  reported  the  bill. 

The  direct  advantages  which  accrue  to  the  pub- 
lic Treasury  by  the  creation  of  outlets  and  mar- 
kets for  a  rich  and  fertile  country,  to  use  common 
language,  is  incalculable.  I  do  nut  believe  that  I 
trespass  much  on  probability,  when  I  assert  that 
the  great  canal  in  the  State  of  New  York,  by 
means  of  its  influence  upon  importations,  has  al- 
ready added  to  the  Treasury  of  the  United  Slates 
little  less  than  millions!  Yes,  sir, millions.  And 
if  the  credulity  of  gentlemen  be  startled  by  the 
assertion,  the  slightest  attention  to  the  fact,  I  flat- 
ter myself,  will  convince  them  of  its  accuracy. 

New  York  is  destined  to  reap  a  golden  harvest 
from  their  great  work — and  great  and  golden  ma^ 
It  be,  beyond  even  the  dreams  of  the  most  sanguine 
of  her  economists — but,  great  as  it  certainly  will 
be,  it  must,  nevertheless,  be  limited,  indeed,  com- 
pared with  the  immense  profits  to  be  realized  from 
it  by  the  General  Government;  but,  in  this  view 
of  the  subject,  I  differ,  it  seems,  very  widely  from 
the  gentleman  who  has  just  taken  bis  seat;  time 
must  test  the  truth  of  our  respective  opinions. 
And  I  shall  be  much  disappointed,  and  will  frank- 
ly confess  myself  entirely  ignorant  ol  the  nature 
and  influences  of  its  internal  improvement,  if  this 
great  work,  when  completed,  do  not  prove  more 
profitable  to  the  revenue  of  the  United  States  than 
the  whole  of  our  trade  at  this  moment  is,  with 
the  continent  of  Europe.  Works  of  this  descrip- 
tion triumph  over  the  improvidenceof  nature,  and 
create  communities  which,  independently  of  them, 
could  have  no  possible  existence.  The  Territory 
of  Michigan,  lor  example,  has  long  been  a  use- 
less and  expensive  appendage  to  the  Government. 
But  the  magic  of  internal  improvement  is  about 
to  reach  it ;  and  this  fine  Territory  is  destined  soon 
to  be  admitted  into  the  Union,  a  rich  and  popu- 
lous State. 

The  effect,  Mr.  Chairman,  of  such  works  upon 
existing  communities,  is  great  beyond  all  belief. 
In  England,  before  the  introduction  of  canal  nav- 
igation, not  a  point  in  the  kingdom  was  more 
than  thirty  miles  distant  from  water  carriage,  and 
her  roads  were  excellent.  With  such  facilities  for 
internal  communication,  it  was  to  be  presumed 
that  canals  would  prove  of  little,  if  any,  benefit  to 
the  kingdom.  But,  in  despite  of  all  such  facts 
and  considerations,  there  is  no  country  in  the 
world,  with  the  exception,  perhaps,  of  Holland, 
which  has  been  so  extensively  enriched  by  canal 
navigation ;  the  profits  of  canal  stock,  as  we  are  as- 
sured by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  have 
far  exceeded,  in  many  instances,  all  hope  and  all 
calculation — realizing  to  proprietors  the  wealth  of 
the  most  stimulated  South-sea  dreams — for  I  can 
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think  of  Dotbiog  else  wherewith  to  make  the  com- 
parison. 

I  would  not  here,  Mr.  Chairman,  nor  elsewhere, 
be  the  advocate  of  any  measure,  either  visionary 
or  extravagant.  But  such  is  my  confidence  in  the 
influence  01  roads  and  canals,  in  creating  revenue, 
and  establishing  the  jKDwer  and  wealth  of  nations, 
that,  were  the  Treasury  at  this  moment  empty,  I 
would  conscientiously  advocate  the  passage  of  a 
bill,  loaning  the  amount  of  money  necessary  to 
carry  into  eflect  a  general  system  of  internal  im- 
provement; calculating,  confidently,  that  the  sac- 
rifice, if  sacrifice  indeed  it  can  be  termed,  would 
be  recompensed  to  the  Treasury  a  hundred  fold. 
A  sum  which  will  little  exceed  the  sum  which  will 
be  necessary  to  complete  the  New  York  canal, 
would  open  an  inland  sloop  navigation  along  the 
seaboard  of  this  country,  upwards  of  eight  hundred 
miles  in  extent;  connect  the  valley  of  the  Ohio 
with  the  Chesapeake,  remove  obstructions  from 
all  principal  rivers  in  the  Union,  and  extend  the 
great  national  road  to  the  banks  of  the  Missis- 
sippi— in  fact,  would  eflfect  every  object  of  inter- 
nal improvement  at  present  in  contemplation ! 
And  is  any  gentleman  prepared  to  rise  in  his  place 
and  maintain  that  the  increase  of  revenue  to  the 
public  Treasury,  consequent  upon  these  works,  in- 
dependently of  ordinary  profits,  would  not  greatly 
transcend  the  interest  which  would  accrue  upon 
the  sum  just  suggested,  or  upon  any  other  sum 
necessary  to  complete  a  general  system  of  internal 
improvement  7     I  presume  not. 

But,  sir,   there  is  no  necessity  for  resorting  to 
loans  for  internal  improvement,  nor  of  making  it 
a  charge  upon  the  ordinary  revenue.     I  intend,  if 
I  am  not  anticipated,  (but  I  hope  and  trust  I  shall 
be,)  to  urge  upon   the  consideration  of  this  Con- 
gress, the  expediency  of  establishing  an  internal 
revenue,  to  be  pledged  exclusively  for  the  purposes 
of  internal  improvement.     The  revenue  to  be  de- 
rived principally  from  an  excise  upon  domestic 
spirits;  thus  forcing  a  great  national  evil  to  con- 
tribute towards  a  great  national  benefit.     This, 
Mr.  Chairman,  is  no  visionary  project,  but  rather 
a  great  interest  within  the  reach  of  the  most  ordi- 
nary efforts.     But,  sir,  it  is  observed,  if  these  ob- 
jects be  as  importantand  profitable  as  represented, 
that    the   States  will  execute  them;    that  such 
works  belong  exclusively  to  the  States.     The  re- 
mark, to  a  certain  extent,  is  correct.     The  States 
will  execute,  at  least,  a  part  of  them.     But  mark 
the  difference  of  execution  !    The  States  will  con- 
struct small  commercial  canals,  accommodated  to 
their  immediate  wants,  without  the  slightest  re- 
eard  to  national  considerations.      I  would    not, 
Mr.  Chairman,  trespass  unnecessarily  upon  the 
Tights,  the   province,  or  the  sensibilities  of  the 
States.    But,  it  must  be  notorious  to  every  one 
who  reflects  for  a  moment  upon  this  subject,  that 
there  are  numerous  objects  of  internal  improve- 
ment which  the  States  have  not,  nor  ever  can 
have,  either  the  disposition  or  the  ability  to  exe- 
cute.    Will  the  States  ever  open  a  sloop  naviga- 
tion through  the  Isthmus  of  Barnstable?     Will 
the   States  ever   construct  canals  of  dimensions 
capable  of  transmitting  ships  of  war  through  the 
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State  of  New  Jersey  ?  Or  from  the  Delaware  to 
the  Chesapeake  bay  ?  Will  the  States  ever  con- 
nect the  great  flood  of  the  Mississippi  with  the 
seaboard  of  the  Atlantic  Slates;  or  extend  the 
great  national  road  beyond  the  Ohio  ?  And  yet 
these,  sir,  are  objects  ot  deep  and  universal  inter- 
est, whether  reerarded  in  relation  to  public  de- 
fence, or  a-i  efficient  means  of  promoting  the 
general  welfare,  strength,  and  permanence,  of  the 
Union. 

But  the  time,  .Mr.  Chairman,  is  particularly 
propitious  for  commencing  a  system  of  internal 
improvement.  Talent  and  experience  we  possess 
in  abundarice.  Peace,  too,  waves  her  olive  over 
us.  And  it  is  during  the  tranquillity  of  peace 
alone  that  monuments  of  useful  industry  can  be 
profitably  erected.  But,  tranquil  as  the  moment 
IS,  it  is,  unhappily,  passing  away.  Clouds  and 
shadows  already  hang  upon  it.  Future  wars,  I 
need  not  remark,  are  certain.  All  experience,  in- 
deed, jwints  to  their  recurrence  as  unavoidable. 
Let  us  prepare  for  them.  And  the  necessity  of 
roads  and  canals,  as  constituting  an  important 
part  of  this  preparation,  need  not  be  urged  upon 
the  conviction  of  the  Committee.  The  want  of 
them  during  the  late  war,  it  will  never  be  forgot- 
ten, lost  to  the  Republic  thousands  of  lives  and 
millions  of  treasure. 

But,  the  expediency  of  the  bill  may  be  further 
inferred  from  our  facilities  and  capabilities  for  in- 
ternal improvement,  upon  a  scale  the  mo.st  extended 
and  magnificent.  The  impress  of  the  highest 
destinies  is  visible  in  every  section  of  the  Republic. 
Allow  me,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  call  your  attention 
to  some  remarkable  features  in  our  geography, 
which  appear  to  me  so  legitimately  connected  with 
this  subject,  that  I  cannot  consent,  in  this  discus- 
sion, to  pass  them  by  unnoticed — familiar  as  they 
must  be,  and,  indeed,  necessarily  are,  to  every 
member  of  the  Committee.  But,  who  has  ever 
refused  to  gaze  again  on  the  beauties  of  a  splendid 
picture  ?  particularly  the  picture  which  represents 
the  land  of  his  highest  hope?,  and  the  home  of  his 
best  affections. 

I  pass  by  the  rivers  of  ihe  Atlantic  States — the 
great  bays,  the  vast  estuaries  of  the  seaboard.  Look 
Westward.     Upwards  of  two  thousand  miles  from 
this  Hall,  commences  a  chain  of  lakes  and  inland 
seas,  which  constitute  our  northern  boundary,  and 
which,  after  traversing  the  centre  of  an  immense 
valley,  still  unsurveyed,  and  partially  unknown, 
contracts  into  the  great  river  of  the  North,  the 
mighty  St.  Lawrence;  which  would  roll  with  all 
its  treasures  to  the  ocean  amidst  the  accumulated 
Winter  of  the  frozen  circle.     But,  arrested  by  the 
enterprise  of  the  State  of  New  York,  its  current, 
as  far  as  the  purposes  of  commerce  are  concerned, 
is  directed   Eastward,  and  is  destined,  before  the 
revolution  of  another  year,  to  mingle  with  the 
waters  of  the  Atlantic,  in  the  centre  of  the  tempe- 
rate zone  !     The  most  brilliant  triumph  which  the 
art  of  man  has  ever  achieved  over  the  dispositions 
of  nature. 

Again,  sir,  from  the  bosom  of  a  wilderness,  in 
the  Stale  of  New  York,  near  the  borders  of  Lake 
Erie,  gushes  the  fountain  of  the  Ohio.     Between 
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five  and  six  thousand  miles  from  thence,  (pur- 
suing the  windings  of  their  respective  courses,) 
within  the  recesses  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  issue 
the  springs  of  the  great  Missouri ;  these  noble 
streams,  flowing  towards  each  other,  Eastward 
and  Westward,  and  collecting,  in  their  progression, 
the  tribute  of  a  thousand  valleys,  are  at  length  lost 
in  the  vast  flood  of  the  Mississippi,  which,  pur- 
suing its  majestic  course  towards  the  ocean,  and 
swelled  in  its  progress  by  the  accession  of  nu- 
merous rivers,  more  extensive  than  any  of  the 
kingdoms  of  Europe,  rolls  its  mighty  waters  into 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  The  noblest  tribute  paid  by 
the  earth  to  the  ocean,  in  the  four  quarters  of  the 
globe  !  Is  not  this,  Mr.  Chairman,  a  domain 
worth  improving — a  country  worth  legislating  for? 
But,  sir,  I  must  close  my  remarks  more  abruptly 
than  I  bad  intended.     I  am  exhausted. 

From  the  Eighteenth  Congress,  much  is  expected 
in  relation  to  internal  improvement.  Ii  represents 
a  new  era  in  our  politics.  It  represents  millions 
of  freemen,  who,  for  the  first  time,  have  exercised 
their  rights  and  realized  their  political  existence 
tipon  this  floor ;  and  who,  from  the  peculiarity  of 
their  situation,  (being  principally  the  inhabitants 
of  frontier  States,)  must  necessarily  feel  the  deep- 
est interest  in  the  consummation  of  a  system,  one 
of  the  first  objects  of  which  is  to  obviate  the  in- 
conveniencesof  location,  and  draw  the  extremities 
of  the  Union  within  the  immediate  neighborhood 
of  our  great  outlets  and  markets. 

Legi>lation,  in  many  countries,  oftentimes  be- 
trays the  poverty  ot  their  resources.  Here,  on  the 
contrary,  it  can  effect  every  thing  but  miracles. 
Before  its  exercise,  the  mountains  disappear,  and 
the  valleys  swell  into  the  plains,  the  beds  of  nav- 
igable streams.  Such,  however,  are  ordinary  at- 
tributes. Legislation,  moreover,  from  this  Hall, 
can  speak,  almost  instantaneously,  into  existence, 
rich  and  powerful  States;  and,  by  its  magical  in- 
fluences upon  wealth  and  population,  can  throw 
around  the  institutions  and  enterprise  of  the  pres- 
ent moment,  the  splendor  of  those  high  destinies 
which  are  evidently  reserved  for  these  States  in 
the  progress  of  ages. 

Let  therefore  the  present  bill  pass,  as  preparatory 
to  a  general  system  of  internal  improvement ;  anil 
let  this  system  be  pursued  until  all  its  great  ob- 
jects be  fully  accomplished — and  it  hath  never 
entered,  Mr.  Chairman,  into  the  imagination  of 
the  statesman  or  economist  to  conceive  a  spectacle 
more  glorious  and  magnificent,  than  our  vast  do- 
main, at  no  distant  period,  shall  exhibit  ;  crowded 
and  embellished,  as  it  assuredly  will  be,  with  in- 
numerable monuments  of  useful  industry,  enter- 
prise, and  happiness. 

When  Mr.  Holco.mbe  had  concluded — 

On  suggestion  of  Mr.  Clay,  who  is,  therefore, 
entitled  to  the  floor,  the  Committee  rose  ;  and  the 
House  adjourned. 


Wednesoay,  February  14. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  on  the  memorial  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  re- 


specting the  lands  occupied  by  the  Q,uapau  In- 
dians, in  said  Territory;  which  report  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  the  subject  had  been  referred, 
reported  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  speedy  extin- 
guishment of  the  debt  due  by  the  purchasers  of 
the  public  lands,  prior  to  the  1st  day  of  July,  1820 ; 
which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Scott,  from  the  same  committee,  made  an 
unfavorable  report  on  the  petition  of  the  members 
of  the  Baptist  Church,  in  Lawrence  county,  in 
the  State  of  Alabama;  which  was  read,  and  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Moore,  of  Alabama,  from  the  Committee 
on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  which  was  referred, 
on  the  12ih  of  December  ultimo,  the  petition  of 
certain  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Mobile,  in  the 
State  of  Alabama,  reported  a  bill  granting  a  right 
of  pre-emption  to  certain  actual  settlers  in  that 
part  of  the  former  province  of  West  Florida,  in- 
cluded in  the  district  of  Jackson  Courthouse; 
which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ross,  the  petition  and  docu- 
ments of  James  Smith,  late  Paymaster,  &c,,  of 
Ohio  militia,  presented  at  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress, and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
together  with  a  report  made  by  said  committee, 
were  again  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Owen,  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
justice  and  expediency  of  granting  additional  com- 
pensation to  the  register  and  receiver  of  the  land 
office  for  the  district  of  Jackson  Courthouse,  in 
the  State  of  Mississippi,  for  extra  services  per- 
formed by  them  as  commissioners  for  the  adjust- 
ment of  private  land  claims. 

SURVEYS  FOR  ROADS  AND  CANALS. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  in  the  Chair,  on  the 
unfinished  business  of  yesterday;  which  was,  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Barbour  to  strike  out  the  enacting 
clause  of  the  bill  reported  by  Mr.  He.mphill, 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Ca- 
nals, to  obtain  the  requisite  surveys  and  plans  on 
that  subject. 

Mr.  Clay,  (Speaker,)  in  rising,  said,  that  he 
could  not  enter  on  the  discussion  of  the  subject 
before  him,  without  first  asking  leave  to  express 
his  thanks  for  the  kindness  of  the  Committee  in 
so  far  accommodating  him  as  to  agree  unani- 
mously to  adjourn  its  sitting  to  the  present  time, 
in  order  to  afford  him  the  opportunity  of  exhibit- 
ing his  views;  (which,  however,  he  feared  he 
should  do  very  unaccepiably.)  As  a  requital  for 
this  kindness,  he  would  endeavor,  as  far  as  was 
practicable,  to  abbreviate  what  he  had  to  present 
to  their  consideration.  Yet,  on  a  question  of  this 
extent  and  moment,  there  were  so  many  topics 
which  demanded  a  deliberate  examination,  that, 
from  the  nature  of  the  case,  it  would  be  impossi- 
ble, he  was  afraid,  to  reduce  the  argument  to  any 
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thing  that  the  Committee  would  consider  a  rea- 
sonable compass. 

It  was  known  to  all  who  heard  him,  that  there 
had  now  existed  fOr  several  years  a  ditference  of 
opinion  between   the  Executive  and   Legislative 
branches  of  this  Grovernment,  as  to  the  nature  and 
extent  of  certain  powers  conferred  upon  it  by  the 
Constitution.     Two  successive  Presidents  had  re- 
turned to  Congress  bills  which  had   previously 
passed  both  Houses  of  that  body,  with  a  commu- 
nication of  the  opinion  that  Congress,  under  the 
Constitution,  possessed  no  power   to  enact  such 
laws.     High  respect,  personal  and  oflficial,  must 
be  fell  by^all,  as  il  was  due.  to  those  distinguished 
officers,  and  to  their  opinions  thus  solemnly  an- 
nounced ;  and    the   most  profound  consideration 
belonged   to  our  present  Chief  Magistrate,  who 
had  favored  that  House  with  a  written  argument, 
of  great  length  and  labor,  consisting  of  not  less 
than  sixty  or  seventy  pages,  in  support  of  his  ex- 
position of  the  Constitution.     From  the  magni- 
tude of  the  interests  involved  in  the  question,  all 
would  readily  concur,  that,  if  the  power  is  granted 
and  does  really  exist,  it  ought  to   be  vindicated, 
upheld,  maintained,  that  the  country  might  de- 
rive the  great  benefits  which  may  flow  from  its 
prudent  exercise.     If  it  has  not  been  communica- 
ted to  Congress,  then  all  claim  to  it  should  be,  at 
once,  surrendered.     It  was  a  circumstance  of  pe- 
culiar regret  to  hmi,  that  one  more  competent  than 
himself  had  not  risen  to  support  the  course  which 
the  legislative  department  had  heretofore  felt  itself 
bound  10  pursue  on  this  great  question.     Of  all 
the  trusts  which  are  created  by  human  agency, 
that  is  the  highest,  most  solemn,  and  most  respon- 
sible, which  involves  toe  exercise  of  political  pow- 
er.    Exerted  when  it  has  not  been  intrusted,  the 
public  functionary  is  guilty  of  usurpation.     And 
his  infidelity  to  the  public  good   is  not,  perhaps, 
less  culpable  when  he  neglects  or  refuses  to  exer- 
cise a   power  which  has  been  fairly  conveyed,  to 
promote  the  public  prosperity.    If  the  power  which 
he  thus  forbears  to  exercise,  can  only  be  exerted 
by  him — if  no  other  public  functionary  can  em- 
ploy it,  and  the  public  good  requires  its  exercise, 
his  treachery  is  greatly  aggravated.     It  is  only  in 
those  cases  where  the  object  of  the  investment  of 
power  IS  the  personal  ease  or  aggrandizement  of 
the  public  agent,  that  his  forbearance  to  u.«e  it  is 
praiseworthy,  gracious,  or  magnanimous. 

He  was  extremely  happy  to  find,  that,  on  many 
of  the  points  of  the  argument  of  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Barbour,)  there 
was  entire  concurrence  between  them,  widely  as 
they  differed  m  their  ultimate  conclusions.  On 
this  occasion  (as  on  all  others  on  which  that  gen- 
tleman obliged  the  House  with  an  expression  of 
his  opinions)  he  displayed  great  ability  and  inge- 
nuity ;  and,  as  well  from  the  matter  as  from  the 
respectful  manner  of  his  argument,  it  was  deserv- 
ing of  the  most  thorough  consideration.  He  was 
compelled  to  differ  from  that  gentleman  at  the 
very  threshold.  He  had  commenced  by  laying 
down  as  a  general  principle,  that,  in  the  distribu- 
tion of  powers  among  our  Federal  and  State  gov- 
etDments,  those  which  were  of  a  municipal  char- 


acter were  to  be  considered  as  appertaining  to  the 
State  governments,  and  those  which  related  to 
external  affairs,  to  the  General  Government.  If 
he  might  be  allowed  to  throw  the  argument  of  the 
gentleman  into  the  form  of  a  syllogism,  (a  shape 
which  he  presumed  would  be  quite  agreeable  lo 
him,)  it  amounted  to  this:  Municipal  powers  be- 
long exclusively  to  the  State  governments  ;  but 
the  power  to  make  internal  improvements  is  mu- 
nicipal ;  therefore  it  belongs  to  the  Slate  govern- 
ments alone.  He  (Mr.  C.)'denied  both  the  prem- 
ises and  the  conclusion.  If  the  gentleman  had 
affirmed  that  certain  municipal  powers,  and  the 
great  mass  of  them,  belong  lo  the  Stale  govern- 
ments, his  proposition  would  have  been  incontro- 
vertible. But  if  he  had  so  qualified  it,  it  would 
not  have  assisted  the  gentleman  at  all  in  his  con- 
clusion. But  surely  the  power  of  taxation — the 
power  to  regulate  the  value  of  coin — the  power  to 
establish   an    uniform  standard    of  weights   and 

measures — to  establish  post  offices  and  post  roads 

to  regulate  commerce  among  the  several  States 

that  in  relation  to  the  judiciary,  besides  many 
other  powers  indisputably  belonging  to  the  Fed- 
eral Government,  are  strictly  municipal.  If,  as 
he  understood  the  gentleman  in  the  course  of  the 
subsequent  part  of  his  argument  to  admit,  some 
municipal  powers  belong  to  the  one  system,  and 
some  to  the  other,  we  shall  derive  very  little  aid 
from  the  gentleman's  principle,  in  making  the  dis- 
crimination between  the  two.  The  question  must 
ever  remain  open,  whether  any  given  power,  and 
of  course  that  in  question,  is  or  is  not  delegated  lo 
this  Government  or  retained  by  the  States  ? 

The  conclusion  of  the  gentleman  is,  that  all 
internal  improvements  belong  to  the  State  gov- 
ernments;  that  they  are  of  a  limited  and  local 
character,  and  are  not  comprehended  within  the 
scope  of  the  federal  powers,  which  relate  to  exter- 
nal or  general  objects.  That  many,  perhaps  most 
internal  improvements,  partake  of"^  the  character 
described  by  the  gentleman,  he,  Mr.  C,  should 
not  deny.  But  it  was  no  less  true  that  there  were 
others,  emphatically  national,  which  neither  the 
policy,  nor  the  power,  nor  the  interest,  of  any 
State  would  induce  it  to  accomplish,  and  which 
could  only  be  effected  by  the  application  of  the 
resources  of  the  nation.  The  improvement  of  the 
navigation  of  the  Mississippi  would  furnish  a  strik- 
ing example.  This  was  undeniably  a  great  and 
important  object.  The  report  of  a  highly  scien- 
tific and  intelligent  officer  of  the  Engineer  Corps, 
(which  Mr.  C.  hoped  would  be  soon  taken  up  and 
acted  upon)  had  shown  that  the  cost  of  any  prac- 
ticable improvement  in  the  navigation  of  that  river, 
in  the  present  state  of  the  inhabitants  of  its  banks, 
was  a  mere  trifle  in  comparison  to  the  great  bene- 
fits which  would  accrue  from  it.  He,  Mr.  Clay, 
believed  that  about  double  the  amount  of  the  loss 
of  a  single  steamboat  and  cargo,  (the  Tenneseee) 
would  efftct  the  whole  improvement  in  the  navi- 
gation of  that  river,  which  ought  to  be  at  this 
lime  attempted.  In  this  great  object  twelve  States 
and  two  Territories  were,  in  ditfereni  degrees,  in- 
terested. The  power  to  tffeci  the  improvement 
of  that  river  was  surely  not  municipal,  in  the 
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sense  in  which  the  gentleman  u>ed  the  term.  If 
U  were,  to  which  of  the  twelve  Slates  and  two 
Territories  concerned  did  it  belong  ?  It  was  a  great 
object,  which  could  only  be  effected  by  a  Confed- 
eracy. And  here  is  existing  that  Confederacy, 
and  no  other  can  lawfully  exist ;  for  the  Consti- 
tution prohibits  the  States,'  immediately  interested, 
from  entering  into  any  treaty  or  compact  with 
each  other.  Other  examples  might  be  given  to 
show,  that,  if  even  the  power  existed,  the  inclina- 
tion to  exert  it  would  not  be  felt,  to  effectuate  cer- 
tain improvements  eminently  calculated  to  pro- 
mote the  prosperitv  of  the  Union.  Neither  of  the 
three  States,  nor  all  of  them  united,  through  which 
the  Cumberland  road  passes,  would  ever  have 
erected  that  road.  Two  of  them  would  have 
thrown  in  every  impediment  to  its  completion  in 
their  power.  Federative  in  its  character,  it  could 
only  have  been  executed  so  far  by  the  application  of 
federative  means.  Again  :  the  contemplated  canal 
through  New  Jersey  ;  that  to  connect  the  waters 
of  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware;  that  to  unite 
the  Ohio  and  the  Potomac,  were  all  objects  of  a 
general  and  federative  nature,  in  which  the  States, 
through  which  they  might  severally  pass,  could 
not  be  expected  to  feel  any  such  special  interest 
as  would  lead  to  their  execution.  Tending,  as 
undoubtedly  they  would  do,  to  promote  the  good 
of  the  whole,  the  power  and  the  treasure  of  the 
whole  must  be  applied  to  their  execution,  if  they 
are  ever  consummated. 

-Mr.  Clay  did  not  think,  then,  that  we  should 
be  at  all  assisted  in  expounding  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  Slates,  by  the  principle  which  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  had  suggested  in  respect 
to  municipal  powers.  The  powers  of  both  gov- 
ernments were  undoubtedly  municipal,  often  ope- 
rating upon  the  same  subject.  He  thought  a  bet- 
ter rule  than  that  which  the  gentleman  furni«:hed 
for  interpreting  the  Constitution  might  be  deduced 
from  an  atieniive  consideration  of  the  peculiar 
character  of  the  Articles  of  Confederation,  as  con- 
trasted with  that  of  the  present  Constitution.  By 
those  articles,  the  powers  of  the  thirteen  United 
Slates  were  exerted  collaterally.  They  operated 
through  an  intermediary.  They  were  addressed 
to  the  several  Stales,  and  their  execution  depend- 
ed upon  the  pleasure  and  the  co-operation  of  the 
Stales  individually.  The  States  seldom  fulfilled 
the  expectations  of  the  General  Grovernment  in 
regard  to  its  requisitions,  and  often  wholly  disap- 
pointed them.  Languor  and  debility,  in  the  move- 
ment of  the  old  Confederation,  were  the  inevita- 
ble consequence  of  that  arrangement  of  power. 
By  the  existing  Constitution,  the  powers  of  the 
CJeneral  Government  act  directly  on  the  persons 
and  things  within  its  scope,  without  the  interven- 
tion or  impediments  incident  to  any  intermediacy. 
In  executing  the  great  trust  which  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  creates,  we  must,  there- 
fore, reject  that  interpretation  of  its  provisions 
which  would  make  the  General  Government  de- 
pendent upon  those  of  the  States  for  the  execu- 
tion of  any  of  its  powers  ;  and  may  safely  con- 
clude that  the  only  genuine  construction  would  be 
that  which  should  enable  this  Government  to  ex- 
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ecute  the  great  purposes  of  its  institution,  with- 
out the  co-operation,  and,  if  indispensably  neces- 
sary, even  against  the  will  of  any  particular  State. 
This  is  the  characteristic  difference  between  the 
two  systems  of  government,  of  which  we  should 
never  lose  sight.  Interpreted  in  the  one  way,  we 
shall  relapse  into  the  feebleness  and  debility  of 
the  old  Confederacy.  In  the  other,  we  shall  es- 
cape from  its  evils,  and  fulfil  the  great  purposes 
which  the  enlightened  framers  of  the  existing 
Constitution  intended  to  effectuate.  The  import- 
ance of  this  essential  difference  in  the  two  forms 
of  government,  would  be  shown  in  the  future  pro- 
gress of  the  argument. 

Before  he  proceeded  to  comment  upon  those 
parts  of  the  Constitution  which  appeared  to  him 
to  convey  the   power  in  question,   he   hoped   he 
should  be  allowed  to  disclaim,  for  his  part,  several 
sources  whence  others  had  deduced  the  authority. 
The  gentleman  from  Virginia  seemed  to  think  it 
remarkable  that  the  friends  of  the  power  should 
disagree  so  much  among  themselves;  and  to  draw 
a  conclusion  against  its  existence  from  the  fact 
of  this  discrepancy.     But  he  (iMr.  C)  could  see 
nothing  extraordinary  in  this  diversity  of  views. 
What  was  more  common  than  for  different  men 
to  contemplate  the  same  subject  under  various  as- 
pects ?     Such  was  the  nature  of  the  human  mind, 
that  enlightened  men,  perfectly  upright  in  their 
intentions,  differed   in   their  opinions  on  almost 
every   topic  that  could  be  mentioned.      It  was 
rather  a  presumption  in  favor  of  the  cause  which 
he  was  humbly  maintaining,  that  the  same  result 
should  be  attained  by  so  many  various  modes  of 
reasoning.     But,  if  contrariety  of  views  might  be 
pleaded  with  any  effect  against  the  advocates  of 
the  disputed  power,  it  equally  availed  itself  against 
their  opponents.     There  was,  for  example,  not  a 
very  exact  coincidence  in  opinion   between  the 
President  of  the  United  States  and  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia.     The  President  says,  (page  25  of 
his   book,)  "the  use  of  the  existing  road  by  the 
'  stage,  mail-carrier,  or  post  boy,  in  passing  over 
'  It,  as  others  do,  is  all  that  would  be  thought  of; 
'  the  jurisdiction  and  soil  remaining  to  the  State, 
'  with  a  right  in  the  Slate,  or  those  authorized  by 
'  its  Legislature,  lo  change  the  road  at  pleasure." 
Again,  page  27,  the  President  asks,  "  If  the  Uni- 
'  led   States   possessed   the  power  contended  for 
'  under  this  grant,  might  they  not,  in  adopting 
'  the  roads  of  the  individual  States,  for  the  car- 
'  riage  of  the  mail,  as  has  been  done,  assume  iuris- 
*  diction  over  them,  and  preclude  a  right  to  mter- 
'  fere  with   or  alter  them  ?  "'     They   both  agree 
that  the  General  Government  does  not  possess 
the  power.    The  gentleman  from  Virginia  admits, 
if  he  (.Mr.  C.)  understood  him  correctly,  that  the 
designation  of  a  State  road  as  a  post  road,  so  far 
withdrew   it  from   the  jurisdiction  of  the  Stale 
that  it  could  not  be  afterwards  put  down  or  closed 
by  the  Stale ;  and  in  this  he  claims  for  the  Gen- 
eral Government  more  power  than  the  President 
concedes  to  it.      The  President,  on  fke  contrary, 
pronounces  that  "the  absurdity  of  such  a  preten- 
sion" (that  is,  preventing,  by  the  designation  of 
a  post  road,  the  power  of  the  Stale  from  altering 
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or  changing  ii)  "must  be  apparent  to  all  who  ex 
amine  it."  The  gentleman  thinks  that  the  desig 
nation  of  a  post  road  withdraws  it  entirely,  so  far 
as  it  is  used  for  that  purpose,  from  the  power  of 
the  whole  State;  whilst  the  President  thinks  it 
absurd  to  assert  that  a  mere  county  court  may  not 
defeat  the  execution  of  a  law  of  the  United  Slates. 
The  President  thinks  that  under  the  power  of  ap- 
propriating the  money  of  the  United  States,  Con- 
gress may  apply  it  to  any  object  of  internal  im- 
proyement,  provid^.d  it  does  not  assume  any 
territorial  jurisdiction ;  and,  in  this  respect,  he 
claims  for  the  General  Government  more  power 
than  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  assigns  to  it.  , 
And  he  (Mr.  C.)  must  own  that  he  so  far  coin- 
cided with  the  gentleman  from  Virginia.  U  the 
power  can  be  traced  to  no  more  legitimate  source 
than  to  that  of  appropriating  the  public  treasure, 
he  yielded  the  question. 

The  truth  is,  that  there  is  no  specific  grant  in 
the  Constitution  of  the  power  of  appropriation; 
nor  was  any  such  requisite.  It  is  a  resulting 
power.  The  Constitution  vests  in  Congress  the 
power  of  taxation,  with  but  few  limitations,  to 
raise  a  public  revenue.  It  then  enumerates  the 
powers  of  Congress.  And  it  follows,  of  necessity, 
that  Congress  has  the  right  to  apply  the  money  so 
raised  to  the  execution  of  the  powers  so  granted. 
The  clause  which  concludes  the  enumeration  of 
the  granted  powers,  by  authorizing  the  pa>sage  of 
all  laws  "  necessary  and  proper "  to  effectuate 
them,  comprehends  the  power  of  appropriation. 
And  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  recognise  it 
by  the  restriction  that  no  money  shall  be  drawn 
from  the  Treasury  but  in  virtue  of  a  previous  ap- 
propriation by  law.  It  wa.s  to  him  wonderful  how 
the  President  should  have  brought  his  mind  to 
the  conclusion  that,  under  the  power  of  appropria- 
tion, thus  incidentally  existing,  a  right  could  be 
set  up,  in  its  nature  almost  without  limitation,  to 
employ  the  public  money.  He  combats  with 
great  success  and  much  ability  any  deduction  of 
power  from  the  clause  relating'to  the  general  wel- 
fare. He  shows  that  the  effect  of  it  would  be  to 
overturn,  or  render  useless  and  nugatory,  the 
careful  enumeration  of  our  powers;  and  that  it 
would  convert  a  cautiously  limited  Government 
into  one  without  limitation.  The  same  process  of 
reasoning  by  which  his  mind  was  brought  to  this 
just  conclusion,  one  would  hare  thought,  should 
have  warned  him  against  his  claiming,  under  the 
power  of  appropriation,  such  a  vast  latitude  of 
authority.  He  reasons  strongly  against  the  power, 
as  claimed  by  us,  harmless  and  beneficent  and 
limited,  as  it  must  be  admitted  to  be,  and  yet  he 
sets  up  a  power  boundless  in  its  extent,  unre- 
strained to  the  object  of  internal  improvements, 
and  comprehending  the  whole  scope  of  human 
affairs.  For,  if  the  power  exists,  as  he  asserts  it, 
what  human  restraint  is  there  upon  it  ?  He  does, 
indeed,  say,  that  it  cannot  be  exerted  so  as  to  in- 
terfere with  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  the 
States.  But  this  is  a  restriction  altogether  gratui- 
tous, flowing  from  the  bounty  of  the  President, 
and  not  found  in  the  prescriptions  of  the  Consti- 
tution.    If  we  have  a  right,  indefinitely,  to  apply 


the  money  of  the  Government  to  internal  im- 
provements, or  to  any  other  object,  what  is  to  pre- 
vent the  application  of  it  to  the  purchase  of  the 
sovereignty  itself,  of  a  State,  if  a  State  were  mean 
enough  to  sell  its  sovereignty,  to  the  purchase  of 
kingdoms,  empires,  the  globe  itself?  With  an 
almost  unlimited  power  of  taxation ;  and,  after 
the  revenue  is  raised,  with  a  right  to  apply  it  un- 
der no  other  limitations  than  those  which  the 
President's  caution  has  suggested,  he  could  not 
see  what  other  human  power  was  needed.  It  had 
been  said  by  Caesar  or  Bonaparte,  no  doubt  thought 
by  both,  that  with  soldiers  enough  they  could  get 
money  enough,  and  with  money  enough  they 
could  command  soldiers  enough.  According  to 
the  President's  interpretation  ot  the  Constitution, 
one  of  these  great  levers  of  public  force  and  power 
is  possessed  by  this  Government.  The  President 
seems  to  contemplate,  as  fraught  with  much  dan- 
ger, the  power,  humbly  as  it  is  claimed,  to  effect 
the  internal  improvement  of  the  country.  And, 
in  his  attempt  to  overthrow  it,  sets  up  one  of  in- 
finitely greater  magnitude.  The  quantum  of 
power  which  we  claim  over  the  subject  of  inter- 
nal improvement  is,  it  is  true,  of  greater  amount 
and  force  than  that  which  results  from  the  Presi- 
dent's view  of  the  Constitution  ;  but  then  it  is 
limited  to  the  object  of  internal  improvements, 
whilst  the  power  set  up  by  the  President  has  no 
such  limitation,  and  in  effect,  as  Mr.  C.  conceived, 
has  no  limitation  whatever,  but  that  of  the  ability 
of  the  people  to  bear  taxation. 

With  the  most  profound  respect  for  the  Presi- 
dent, and  after  the  most  deliberate  consideration 
of  his  argument,  Mr.  C.  could  not  agree  with  him. 
He  could  not  think  that  any  political  power  ac- 
crued to  this  Government,  from  the  mere  author- 
ity which  it  possessed  to  appropriate  the  public 
revenue.  The  power  to  make  internal  improve- 
ments drew  after  it,  most  certainly,  the  right  to 
appropriate  money  to  consummate  the  object.  But 
he  could  not  conceive  that  this  right  of  appropri- 
ation drew  after  it  the  power  of  internal  improve- 
ments. The  appropriation  of  money  was  conse- 
quence, not  cause.  It  follows :  it  does  not  precede. 
According  to  the  order  of  nature,  we  first  deter- 
mine upon  the  object  to  be  accomplished,  and 
then  appropriate  the  money  necessary  to  its  con- 
summation. According  to  the  order  of  the  Con- 
stitution, the  power  is  defined,  and  theappln^ition, 
that  is,  the  appropriation  of  the  money  requisite 
to  its  effectuation,  follows,  as  a  necessary  and 
proper  means.  The  practice  of  Congressional  le- 
gislation was  conformable  to  both.  We  first  in- 
quire what  we  may  do,  and  provide  by  law  for 
its  being  done;  and  we  then  appropriate,  by  ano- 
ther act  of  legislation,  the  money  necessary  to  ac- 
complish the  spcified  object.  The  error  of  the 
argument  liis  in  its  beginning  too  soon.  It  sup- 
poses the  money  to  be  in  the  Treasury,  and 
then  seeks  to  disburse  it.  But  how  came  it  there? 
Congress  cannot  impose  taxes  without  an  object. 
Their  imposition  must  be  in  reference  to  the  whole 
mass  of  our  powers,  to  the  general  purposes  of 
Government,  or  with  the  view  to  the  fulfilment 
of  some  one  of  those  powers,  or  to  the  attainment 
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of  some  one  of  those  purposes.     In  either  case  we 
consult  the  Constitution,  and  ascertain  the  extent  I 
of  the  authority  which    is  confided   to  us.     We  I 
cannot.   Constitutionally,  lay   the  taxes  without  1 
regard  to  the  extent  or  our  powers;   and   then, 
having  acquired   the  money  of  the  public,  appro- 
priate it,  because  we  have  got   it,  to  any  object 
indefinitely.  i 

Nor  did   he  claim  the  power  in  question  from  ; 
the  consent  or  grant  of  any  particular   State  or  | 
States,  through  which  an  object  of  internal   im- 1 
provement  might  pass.     It  might,  indeed,  be  pru- 1 
dent  to  consult  a  State  through  which  such  an 
improvement  might   happen  to   be  carried,  from  : 
considerations  of  deference  and  respect  to  its  wve-  \ 
reign  power;  and  from  a  disposition  to  maintain 
those  relations  of  perfect  amity  which  are  ever  ! 
desirable,  between  the  General  and  State  Govern- 
ments.    But  the  power  to  establish  the  improve- 
ment inust  be  found  in  the  Constitution,  or  it  does 
not  exist.    And  what  is  granted  by  all  it  cannot  be 
necessary  to  obtain  the  consent  of  some  to  perform. 
The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  in  speaking  of 
incidental  powers,  had  used  a  species  of  argument 
which  he  intreated   him  candidly  to  reconsider. 
He  had  said  that   the  chain  of  cause  and  effect 
was  without  end  ;  that  if  we  argued  from  a  power 
expressly  granted  to  all   others,  which  might  be 
convenient  or  necessary  to  its  exertion,  there  were 
no  bounds'  to  the  power  of  this  Government ;  that, 
for  example,  under  the  power  "to  provide  and 
maintain  a  navy,"  the  right  might  be  assumed  to 
the  timber  necessary  to  its  construction,  and  the 
soil  on  which   it  grew.     The  gentleman   might 
have  added,   the   acorns  from  which   it  sprunt^. 
What,    upon    the   gentleman's    own    hypothesis, 
ought  to  have  been  his  conclusion?     That  Con- 
gress possessed  no  power  to  provide  and  maintain 
a  navy.     Such  a  conclu"!ion  would  have   been 
quite  as  logical  as  that  Congress  has  no   power 
over    internal    improvements,   from    the   possible 
lengths  to  which  this  power  may  be  pushed.     No 
one  ever  had  or  could  controvert  the  existence  of 
incidental  powers.     We  may  apply  different  rules 
for  their  extraction,  but  all   must  concur  in  the 
necessity  of  their  actual  existence.     They  result 
from  the  imperfections  of  our  nature,  and   from 
the  utter  impossibility  of  foreseeing  all  the  turns 
and  vicissitudes  in  human  affairs.     They  cannot 
be  defined.     Much  is  attained  when  the  power, 
the  end,  is  specified  and  guarded.     Keeping  that 
constantly  in  view,  the  means  necessary  to  its  at- 
tainment must  be  left  to  the  sound  and  responsible 
discretion   of  the   public    functionary.     Intrench 
him  as  you   please,  employ  what  language  you 
may,  in  the  Constitutional  instrument,  "  necessary 
and   proper,"  ''indispensably  necessary,"  or  any, 
other,  and  the  question  is  still  left  open,  does  the  ' 
proposed  measure  fall  within  the  scope  of  the  in- 1 
cidenfal  power,  circumscribed  as  it  may  be?  Your  i 
safety  against  abuse  must  rest  in  his  interest,  his 
integrity,  his  responsibility,  to  the  exercise  of  the 
elective  franchise;  finally,  in  the  ultimate  ri?ht, 
when  all  other  redress  fails,  of  an  appeal  to  the 
remedy,  to  be  used  only  in  extreme  cases,  of  for- 
cible resistance  against  intolerable  oppression. 


Doubtless,  by  an  extravagant  and  abasive  en- 
largement of  incidental  powers,  the  State  govern- 
menLs  may  be  reduced  within  too  narrow  limits. 
Take  any  power,  however  incontestably  grtnted 
to  the  General  Government,  and  employ  that  kind 
of  process  of  reasoning  in  which  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  is  so  skilful,  by  tracing  it  to  its 
remotest  effects,  you  may  make  it  absorb  the  powers 
of  the  State  governments.  Pursue  the  opposite 
course;  take  any  incontestable  power  belonging  to 
the  governments,  and  follow  it  out  into  all  its  pos- 
sible ramifications,  and  you  may  make  it  thwart 
and  defeat  the  great  operations  of  the  goYernraent 
of  the  whole.  This  is  the  consequence  of  our 
systems.  Their  harmony  is  to  be  preserved  only 
by  forbearance,  liberality,  practical  good  sense, 
and  mutual  concession.  Bring  these  dispositions 
into  the  administrations  of  our  various  institutions, 
and  all  the  dreaded  conflicts  of  authorities  will  be 
found  to  be  perfectly  imaginary. 

He  said  that  he  disclaimed,  for  himself,  several 
sources  to  which  others  had  ascended  to  arrive  at 
the  power  in  question.    In  making  this  disclaimer, 
I  he  meant   to  cast  no  imputation  on  them.     He 
I  was  glad   to  meet  them,  by  whatever  road  they 
travelled,  at  the  point  of  a  Constitutional  conclu- 
1  sion.     Nor  did  their  positions  weaken  his;  on  the 
contrary,   if  correctly   taken,  and  his,  also,  were 
justified  by  fair  interpretation,  they  added  strength 
to  his.     But  he  felt  it  his  duty,  frankly  and  sin- 
cerely, to  state  his  own  views  of  the  Constitution. 
In  coming  to  the  ground  on  which,  said  Mr.'C^ 
I   make  my  stand   to  maintain   the  power,  and 
where  I  am  ready  to  meet  its  antagonists,  I  am 
happy,  in  the  outset,  to  state  my  hearty  concur- 
rence with  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  in  the 
old,    1799,  republican   principles,    (now   become 
federal,  also,)  by  which  the  Constitution  is  to  be 
interpreted.     I  agree  with  him  that  this  is  a  lim- 
ited Government;  that  it  has  no  powers  but  the 
granted  powers;  and  that  the  granted  powers  are 
those  which  are  expressly  enumerated,  or  such  as, 
being  implied,  are  necessary  and  proper  to  effect- 
uate the  enumerated  powers.     And,  if  I  do  not 
show  the  power  over  federative,  national,  inter- 
nal improvements  to  be  fairly  deducible,  after  the 
strictest  application  of  these  principles,  I  entreat 
the   Committee   unanimously  to   reject   the  bill. 
The  gentleman  from  Virginia  has  rightly  antici- 
pated that,  in  regard  to  roads,  I  claim  the  power, 
under  the  grant,  to  establish  post  ofl&ces  and  post 
roads.     The  whole  question  on  this  part  of  the 
subject  turns  upon  the  true  meaning  of  this  clause, 
and  that  again  upon  the  genuine  signification  of 
the  word  "establish."     According  to  my  under- 
standing of  it,  the  meaning  of  it  is,  to  fix,  to  make 
firm,  to  build.     According  to  that  of  the  gentle- 
man  from   Virginia,  it  is  to  designate,  to  adopt* 
Grammatical  criticism  was,  to  me,  always  un- 
pleasant, and  I  do  not  profess  to  be  any  proficient 
in   it.     But  I  will  confidently  appeal,  in  support 
of  my  definition,  to  any  vocabulary  whatever  of 
respectable  authority,  and  to  the  common  use  of 
the  word.     That  it  could  not  mean  only  adoption 
was  to  me  evident ;  for  adoption  pre-supposes  es- 
tablishment, which  is  precedent  in  its  very  nature. 
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That  which  does  not  exist,  which  is  not  estab- 
lished, canDot  be  adopted.  There  was,  then,  an 
essential  difference  between  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  and  me.  I  consider  the  power  as  origi- 
nal and  creative  ;  he  as  derivative,  adoptive.  But 
I  will  show,  out  of  the  mouth  of  the  President 
himself,  who  agrees  with  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, as  to  the  sense  of  this  word,  that  what  I 
contend  for  is  its  genuine  meaning.  The  Presi- 
dent, in  almost  the  first  lines  of  nis  Message  to 
this  House,  of  the  4th  of  May,  1822,  returning  the 
Cumberland  bill  with  his  veto,  says,  "a  power  to 
'  establish  turnpikes,  with  gates  and  tolls,  dtc, 
*  implies  a  power  to  adopt  and  execute  a  com- 
'  plete  system  of  internal  improvement."  What 
is  the  sense  in  which  the  word  "  establish"  is  here 
used?  Is  it  not  creative?  Did  the  President 
mean  to  adopt  or  designate  some  pre-existing 
turnpikes,  with  gates,  dec,  or,  for  the  first  time, 
to  set  them  up  under  the  authority  of  Congress  ? 
Again,  the  President  says,  "  if  it  exist  as  to  one 
'  road,  [that  is,  the  power  to  lay  duties  of  transit, 
'  and  to  take  the  land  on  a  valuation,]  it  exists  as 
'  to  any  other,  and  to  as  many  roads  as  Congress 
'  may  think  proper  to  '  establish.' "  In  what  sense 
does  he  here  employ  the  word  ?  The  truth  is, 
that  the  President  could  employ  no  better  than 
the  Constitutional  word,  and  he  is  obliged  to  use 
it  in  the  precise  sense  for  which  I  contend.  But 
I  go  to  a  higher  authority  than  that  of  the  Chief 
Magistrate — to  that  of  the  Constitution  itself.  In 
expounding  that  instrument,  we  must  look  at  all 
its  parts;  and  if  we  find  a  word,  the  meaning  of 
which  It  is  desirable  to  obtain,  we  may  safely  rest 
upon  the  use  which  has  been  made  of  the  same 
word  in  other  parts  of  the  instrument.  The  word 
"  establish"  is  one  of  frequent  recurrence  in  the 
Constitution ;  and  I  venture  to  say  that  it  will  be 
found  uniformly  to  express  the  same  idea.  In 
the  clause  enumerating  our  powers,  Congress  has 
power  "to  establish  an  uniform  rule  of  naturali- 
zation," <fec.  In  the  preamble,  *'  We,  the  people 
'  of  the  United  States,  in  order  to  form  a  more 
'  perfect  union,  establish  justice,  dec,  do  ordain 
'  and  establish  this  Constitution,"  dec.  What  pre- 
existing code  of  justice  was  adopted  ?  Did  not 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  in  this  hi^h,  sov- 
ereign act,  contemplate  the  construction  ol  a  code 
adapted  to  their  federal  condition  ?  The  sense  of 
the  word,  as  contended  for,  was  self-evident  when 
applied  to  the  Constitution."" 

But  let  us  look  at  the  nature,  object,  and  pur- 
poses of  the  power.  The  trust  confided  to  Congress 
was  one  of  the  most  beneficial  character.  It  was 
the  diffusion  of  information  among  all  the  parts  of 
this  Republic.  It  was  the  transmission  and  cir- 
culation of  intelligence;  it  was  to  communicate 
knowledge  of  the  laws  and  acts  of  Government; 
and  to  promote  the  great  business  of  society  in  all 
its  relations.  This  was  a  great  trust,  capable  of 
being  executed  in  a  highly  salutary  manner.  It 
could  be  executed  only  by  Congress,  and  it  should 
be  as  well  performed  as  it  could  be,  considering 
the  wants  and  exigencies  of  Government.  And 
here  I  beg  leave  lo  advert  to  the  principle  which 
1   some   time   ago  laid   down,   that   the  powers 


granted  to  this  Government  are  to  be  carried  into 
execution  by  its  own  inherent  force  and  energy, 
without  necessary  dependence  upon  the  State 
governments.  If  my  construction  secures  this 
object ;  and  if  that  of  my  opponents  places  the 
execution  of  this  trust  at  the  pleasure  and  mercy 
of  the  State  governments,  we  must  reject  theirs 
and  assume  mine.  But  the  construction  of  the 
President  does  make  it  so  dependent.  He  con- 
lends  that  we  can  only  use  as  post  roads  those 
which  the  Slates  shall  have  previously  estab- 
lished ;  that  they  are  at  liberty  to  alter,  to  change, 
and  of  course  to  shut  them  up  at  pleasure.  It  re- 
sults Jrom  this  view  of  the  President,  that  any  of 
the  great  mail  routes  now  existing,  that,  for  ex- 
ample,  from  South  to  North,  may  be  closed  at 
pleasure  or  by  caprice,  by  any  one  of  the  States  or 
its  authorities  through  which  it  passes — by  that  of 
Delaware  or  any  other.  Is  it  possible  that  the 
construction  of  the  Constitution  can  be  correct, 
which  allows  a  law  of  the  United  States,  enacted 
for  the  good  of  the  whole,  to  be  obstructed  or  de- 
feated in  its  operation  by  any  one  of  the  twenty- 
four  Sovereignties?  The  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, It  is  true,  denies  the  right  of  a  State  to  close 
a  road  which  has  been  designated  as  a  post  road. 
But  suppose  the  State,  no  longer  having  occasion 
to  use  It  for  its  own  separate  and  peculiar  pur- 
poses, withdraws  all  care  and  attention  from  its 
preservation.  Can  the  Slate  be  compelled  to  re- 
pair it?  No!  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  must 
say  and  I  will  say.  May  not  the  General  Gov- 
ernment repair  this  road  which  is  abandoned  by 
the  State  power?  May  it  not  repair  it  in  the 
most  efficacious  manner  ?  And  may  it  not  pro- 
tect and  defend  that  which  it  has  thus  repaired, 
and  which  there  is  no  longer  an  interest  or  incli- 
nation in  the  State  to  protect  and  defend  ?  Or 
does  the  gentleman  mean  to  contend  that  a  road 
may  exist  in  the  statute  book,  which  a  State  will 
not,  and  the  General  Government  cannot,  repair 
and  improve  ?  And  what  sort  of  an  account 
should  we  render  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States  of  the  execution  of  the  high  trust  confided, 
for  their  benefit,  to  us,  if  we  were  to  tell  them 
that  we  had  lailed  to  execute  it,  because  a  State 
would  not  make  a  road  for  U9  ? 

The  roads,  and  other  internal  improvements  of 
States,  are  made  in  reference  to  their  individual 
interests.  It  is  the  eye  only  of  the  whole,  and 
the  power  of  the  whole  that  can  look  to  the  in- 
terests of  all.  In  the  infancy  of  the  Government, 
and  in  the  actual  state  of  the  public  Treasury,'it 
may  be  the  only  alternative  left  ns  to  use  those 
roads,  which  are  made  for  State  purposes,  to  pro- 
mote the  national  object,  ill  as  they  may  be  adapt- 
ed to  it.  It  may  never  be  necessary  to  make  more 
than  a  few  great  national  arteries  of  communica- 
tion, leaving  to  the  States  the  lateral  and  miner 
ramifications.  Even  these  should  only  be  exe- 
cuted, without  j)ressure  upon  the  resources  of  the 
country,  and  according  to  the  convenience  and 
ability  of  Government.  But,  surely,  in  the  per- 
formance of  a  great  national  duty  imposed  upon 
this  Government,  which  has  for  its  object  the  dis- 
tribution of  intelligence,  civil,  commercial,  liter- 
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ary,  and  social,  we  ought  to  perform  the  substance 
of  the  trust,  and  not  content  ourselves  with  a  mere 
paper  inefl&cienl  execution  of  it.  If  1  am  right  in 
these  views,  the  power  to  establish  post  roads  be- 
ing in  Its  nature  original  and  creative,  and  the 
-Government  having  adopted  the  road*  made  by 
State  means  only  from  its  inability  to  exert  the 
whole  extent  of  its  authority,  the  controverted 
power  is  expressly  granted  to  Congress,  and  there 
is  an  end  of^  the  question. 

It  ought  to  be  borne  in  mind  that  this  power 
over  roads  was  not  contained  in  the  Articles  of 
Confederation,  which  limited  Congress  to  the  es- 
tablishment of  post  offices;  and  that  the  general 
character  of  the  present  Constitution,  as  contrasted 
with  those  articles,  is  that  of  an  enlargement  of 
power.  But,  if  the  construction  of  the  opposite 
aide  be  correct,  we  are  left  precisely  where  the  Ar- 
ticles of  Confederation  kit  us,  notwithstanding 
the  additional  words  contained  in  the  present  Con- 
stitution. What,  too,  will  the  gentleman  do  with 
the  first  member  of  the  clause  to  establish  post 
offices  ?     Must  Congress  adopt,  designate,  some 

Se-existing  office,  established  by  State  authority  ? 
ut  there  is  none  such.     May  it  not,  then,  &x, 
build,  create,  establish  offices  ot  its  own  ? 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  sought  to  alarm 
us  by  the  awful  emphasis  with  which  he  set  be- 
fore us  the  total  extent  of  post  roads  in  the  Union. 
Eighty  thousand  miles  of  post  roads  !  exclaimed 
the  gentleman  ;  and  will  you  assert,  for  the  Gen- 
eral Government,  jurisdiction,  and  erect  turnpikes 
on  such  an  immense  distance  ?  Not  to-day,  nor 
to-morrow.  But  this  Government  is  to  last,  I  trust, 
forever;  we  may,  at  least,  hope  it  will  endure  un- 
til the  wave  of  population,  cultivation,  and  intel- 
ligence, shall  have  washed  the  Rocky  mountains 
and  mingled  with  the  Pacific.  And  may  we  not, 
also,  hope  that  the  day  will  arrive  when  the  im- 
provements and  the  comforts  of  social  life  shall 
spread  over  the  wide  surface  of  this  vast  conti- 
nent ?  All  this  is  not  to  be  suddenly  done.  So- 
ciety must  not  be  burdened  or  oppressed.  Things 
must  be  gradual  and  progressive.  The  same  spe- 
cies of  formidable  array  which  the  gentleman 
makes,  might  be  exhibited  in  reference  to  the  con- 
struction of  a  navy,  or  any  other  of  the  great  pur- 
poses of  Government.  We  might  be  told  of  the 
fleets  and  vessels  of  great  maritime  Powers  which 
whiten  the  ocean,  and  triumphantly  asked  if  we 
should  vainly  attempt  to  cope  with  or  rival  that 
tremendous  power?  And  we  should  shrink  from 
the  effort,  if  we  were  to  listen  to  his  counsels,  in 
hopeless  despair.  Yes,  sir,  it  is  a  subject  of  pe- 
culiar delight  to  me  to  look  forward  to  the  proud 
and  happy  period,  distant  as  it  mav  be,  when  cir- 
culation and  association  between  the  Atlantic  and 
the  Pacific  and  the  Mexican  Gulf,  shall  be  as  free 
and  perfect  as  they  are  at  this  moment  in  England, 
or  in  any  other  the  most  highly  improved  country 
on  the  globe.  In  the  mean  time,  without  bearing 
heavily  upon  any  of  our  important  interests,  let  us 
apply  ourselves  to  the  accomplishment  of  what  is 
most  practicable  and  immediately  necessary. 

But  what   most  staggers  my  honorable  friend, 
is  the  jurisdiction  over  the  sites  of  roads  and  other 


internal  improvements,  which  he  supposes  Con- 
gress might  assume  ;  and  he  considers  the  exercise 
ot  such  a  jurisdiction  as  furnishing  the  just  occa- 
sion for  seriousalarm.     Let  us  analyze  the  subject. 
Prior  to  the  erection  of  a  road  under  the  authority 
of  the  General  Government,  there  existed,  in  the 
State  through  which  it  pa.sses,  no  actual  exercise 
of  jurisdiction  over  the  ground  which  it  traverses 
as  a  road.     There  was  only  the  possibility  of  the 
exercise  of  such  a   jurisdiction  when  the  State 
should,  if  ever,  erect  such  a  road.     But  the  road 
18  made  by  the  authority  of  Congress,  and  out  of 
the  fact  of  its  erection  arises  a  necessity  for  ita 
preservation  and  protection.     The  road   is  some 
thirty  or  fifty  or  sixty  feet  in  width,  and  with  that 
narrow  limit  passes  through  a  part  of  the  territory 
of  the  State.     The  capital  expended  in  the  mak- 
ing of  the  road  incorporates  itself  with  and  be- 
comes a   part  of  the   permanent  and  immovable 
property  of  the  Slate.     The  jurisdiction  which  is 
claimed  for  the  General  Government,  is  that  only 
which  relates  to  the  necessary  defence,  protection, 
I  and  preservation,  of  the  road.     It  is  of  a  character 
altogether  conservative.     Whatever  does  not  re- 
late to  the  existence  and  protection  of  the  road 
remains   with    the   States.     Murders,   trespasses, 
contracts,  all  the  occurrences  and  transactions  of 
society  upon   the  road,  not   affecting   its  actual 
existence,  will  fall  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
civil  or  criminal  tribunals  of  the  State,  as  if  the 
road  had  never  been  brought  into  existence.   How 
much  remains  to  the  State  ?   How  little  is  claimed 
for  the  Gerieral  Government  ?     Is  it  possible  that 
a  jurisdiction  so  limited,  so  harmless,  so  unambi- 
tious, can  be  regarded,  as  seriously  alarming  to  the 
sovereignty  of  the  States  ?     Congress  now  asserts 
and  exercises,  without  contestation,  a  power  to 
protect  the  mail  in  its  transit,  by  the  sanction  of 
all  suitable  penalties.     The  man  who  violates  it 
is  punished  with  death  or  otherwise,  according  to 
the  circumstances  of  the  case.     This  power  is  ex- 
erted as  incident  to  that  of  establishing  post  offices 
and  post  roads.     Is  the  protection  of  a  thing  in 
transitu  a  power  more  clearly  deducible  from  the 
grant,  than  that  of  facilitating,  by  means  of  a  prac- 
ticable road,   its   actual    transportation  ?    Mails 
certainly  imply  roads,  roads  imply  their  own  pre- 
servation, rheir  preservation  implies  the  power  to 
preserve  them ;  and   the  Constitution  tells  us,  in 
express  terms,  that  we  shall  establish  the  one  and 
the  other. 

In  respect  to  cutting  canals,  I  admit  the  question 
is  not  so  clear  as  in  regard  to  roads.  With  re- 
spect to  these,  as  I  have  endeavored  to  show,  the 
{xjwer  is  expressly  granted.  In  regard  to  canals, 
it  appears  to  me  to  be  fairly  comprehended  in,  or 
deducible  from,  certain  granted  powers.  Congress 
has  power  to  regulate  commerce  with  foreign 
nations  and  among  the  several  States.  Precisely 
the  same  measure  of  power  which  is  granted  in 
the  one  case  is  conferred  in  the  other.  And  the 
uniform  practical  exposition  of  the  Constitution, 
as  to  the  regulation  of^ foreign  commerce,  is  equally 
applicable  to  that  among  the  several  States.  Sup- 
pose, instead  of  directing  the  iMjislation  of  this 
Governmentconstantly,as  heretofore,  to  the  object 


1035 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


103& 


*i 


I*  " 


H.  Of  R. 


Survfys  for  Rtxuis  and  Canals. 


January,  1824^. 


of  foreign  commerce,  to  the  utter  neglect  of  the 
interior  commerce  among  the  several  States,  the 
fact  had  been  reversed,  and  now,  for  the  first  time, 
we  were  about  to  legislate  for  our  foreign  trade: 
Should  we  not,  in  that  case,  hear  all  the  Consti- 
tutional objections  made  to  the  erection  of  buoys, 
beacons,  lighthouses,  the  surveys  of  coasts,  and  the 
other  numerous  facilities  accorded  to  the  foreign 
trade,  which  we  now  hear  to  the  making  of  roads 
and  canals  ?  Two  years  ago,  a  sea  wall,  in  other 
words,  a  marine  canal,  was  authorized  by  an  act 
of  Congress,  in  New  Hampshire  ;  and  I  doubt 
not  that  many  of  those  voted  for  it  who  have  now 
Constitutional  scruples  on  this  bill.  Yes,  any 
thing,  every  thing,  may  be  done  for  foreign  com- 
merce; any  thing,  every  thing,  on  the  margin  of 
the  ocean.  But  nothing  for  domestic  trade ;  noth- 
ing for  the  great  interior  of  the  country  I  Yet, 
the  equity  and  the  beneficence  of  the  Constitution 
equally  comprehends  both.  The  gentleman  does, 
indeed,  maintain  that  there  is  a  difference  as  to 
the  character  of  the  facilities  in  the  two  cases. 
But  I  put  it  to  his  own  candor  whether  the  only 
difference  is  not  that  which  springs  from  the  na- 
ture of  the  two  elements  on  which  the  two  species 
ofcommerce  are  conducted — the  difference  between 
land  and  water.  The  principle  is  the  same  whe- 
ther you  promote  commerce  by  opening  for  it  an 
artificial  channel  where  now  there  is  none,  or  by 
increasing  the  ease  and  safety  with  which  it  may 
be  conducted  through  a  natural  channel  which 
the  bounty  of  Providence  has  bestowed.  In  the 
one  case,  your  object  is  to  facilitate  arrival  and 
departure  from  the  ocean  to  the  land.  In  the 
other,  it  is  to  accomplish  the  same  object  from  the 
land  to  the  ocean.  Physical  obstacles  may  be 
greater  in  the  one  case  than  in  the  other,  but  the 
moral  or  Constitutional  power  equally  includes 
both.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia  had,  to  be 
sure,  contended  that  the  power  to  make  these 
commercial  facilities  was  to  be  found  in  another 
clause  of  the  Constitution — that  which  enables 
Congress  to  obtain  cessions  of  territory  for  specific 
objects,  and  grants  to  it  an  exclusive  jurisdiction. 
These  cessions  may  be  obtained  for  the  "erection 
of  forts,  magazines,  arsenals,  dockyards,  or  other 
needful  buildings.-'  It  u  apparent  that  it  relates 
altogether  to  military  or  naval  affairs,  and  not  to 
ibe  regulation  ofcommerce.  How  was  the  marine 
caiAal  covered  by  this  clause  ?  Is  it  ro  be  consid- 
ered as  a  "needful  building?"'  The  object  of 
this  power  is  perfectly  obvious.  The  Convention 
saw  that,  in  military  or  naval  posts,  such  as  are 
indicated,  it  was  indispensably  necessary,  for  their 
proper  government,  to  vest  in  Congress  the  power 
of  exclusive  legislation.  If  we  claimed  over  ob- 
jects of  internal  improvement  an  exclusive  juris- 
diction, the  gentleman  might  urge,  with  much 
force,  the  clause  in  question.  But  the  claim  of 
concurrent  jurisdiction  only  is  asserted.  The 
gentleman  professes  himself  unable  to  comprehend 
how  concurrent  jurisdiction  can  be  exercised  by 
two  different  Governments  at  the  same  time  over 
the  same  persons  or  things.  But,  is  not  this  the 
fact  with  respect  to  the  State  and  Federal  Gov- 
ernments ?     Does   not  every  person,   and  every 


I  thing,withinour  limits,  sustain  a  two-fold  relation 
1  to  the  State  and  to  the  Federal  authority  ?     Tlie 
!  power  of  taxation  as  exerted  by  both  Governments, 
I  that  over  the  militia,  besides  many  others,  js  con- 
I  current.     No   doubt  embarrassing  cases  may  be 
{Conceived  and  stated  by  gentlemen  of  acute  and 
;  ingenious  minds.     One  was  put  to  me  yesterday. 
I  Two  canals  are  desired,  one  by  the  Federal,  and 
i  the  other  bv  a  State  government ;  and  there  is  not 
I  a  supply  of  water  but  for  the  feeder  of  one  canal ;. 
which  IS  to  take  it  ?     The  Constitution,  which 
,  ordains  the  supremacy  of  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  answers  the  question.     The  good  of  the 
whole  is  paramount  to  the  good  of  a  part.     The 
^  same  difficulty  might  possibly  arise  in  the  exercise 
of  the  incontestable  power  of  taxation.     We  know 
i  that  the  imposition  of  taxes  has  its  limits.    There 
'  is  a   maximum   which   cannot    be   transcended. 
Suppose  the  citizen  to  be  taxed  by  the  General 
Government  to  the  utmost  extent  of  his  ability,  or 
I  a  thing  as  much  as  it  can  possibly  bear,  and  the 
State  imposes  a  tax  at  the  same  time;  which  au- 
thority is  to  take  it?     Extreme  cases  of  this  sort 
may  serve  to  amuse  and  to  puzzle  ;  but  they  will 
hardly  ever  arise  in  practice.     And  we  may  safely 
confide  in  the  moderation,  good  sense, and  mutual 
good  dispositions,  of  the  two  Governments  to  guard 
I  against  the  imagined  conflicts. 
1      It  is  said   by  the  President  that  the  power  to 
j  regulate  commerce  merely  authorizes  the  laying'of 
I  imposts  and  duties.     But  Congress  has  no  power 
'  to  lay  imposts  and  duties  on  the  trade  among  the 
j  several  States.     The  grant  must  mean,  therefore, 
j  something  else.     What   is   ill     The   power   to 
regulate  commerce  among  the  several  Siate.«5,  if  it 
i  has  any  meaning,  implies  authority  to  foster  it,  to 
j  promote  it,  to   bestow  on  it  facilities  similar  to 
I  those  which  have  been  conceded  to  our  foreiga 
'  trade.     It  cannot  mean  only  an  empty  authority 
to  adopt  regulations  without  the  capacity  to  give 
I  practical  effect  to  them.     All  the  powers  of  this 
I  Government  should  be  interpreted  in  reference  to 
I  Its  first,  its  best,  its  greatest  object,  the  Union  of 
j  these  States.     And  is  not  that  union  best  invigo- 
'  rated  by  an  intimate,  social,  and  commercial  con- 
nexion between  all  the  parts  of  the  Confederacy  ? 
I  Can  that  be  accomplished — that  is,  can  the  feder- 
I  ative  objects  of  this  Government  be  attained  but 
I  by  the  application  of  federative  resources? 
I      Of  all  the  powers   bestowed   on  this  Govern- 
ment, Mr.  C.  thought  none  were  more  clearly 
vested,  than  that  to  regulate  the  distribution  of 
j  the  intelligence,  private  and  official,  of  the  coun- 
try; to  regulate  the  distribution  of  its  commerce; 
I  and  to  regulate  the  distribution  of  the  physical  force 
<  of  the  Union.     In  the  execution  of  the  high  and 
solemn  trust  which  these  beneficial  powers  imply, 
we  must  look  to  the  great  ends  which  the  framers 
:  of  our  admirable  Constitution  had  in  view.     We 
must  reject,  as  wholly  incompatible  with   their 
;  enlightened  and   beneficent  intentions,  that  con- 
'  struction  of  these  powers  which  would  resuscitate 
:  all  the  debility  and   inefficiency  of  the  ancient 
.  confederacy.     In  the  vicissitudes  of  human  atlairs, 
who  can  foresee  all  the  possible  cases,  in  which  it 
may  be  necessary  to  apply  the  public  force,  with- 
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in  or  without  the  Union?  This  Government  is 
charged  with  the  use  of  it,  to  repel  invasions,  to 
suppress  insurrections,  to  enforce  the  laws  of  the 
Union;  in  short,  for  all  the  unknown  and  undefi- 
nable  purposes  of  war,  foreign  or  intestine,  wher- 
ever and  however  it  may  rage.  During  its  exist- 
ence, may  not  Grovernmcnt,  for  its  effectual  prose- 
cution, order  a  road  to  be  made,  or  a  canal  to  be 
cut,  to  relieve,  for  example,  an  exposed  point  of 
the  Union?  If,  when  the  emergency  comes,  there 
IS  a  power  to  provide  for  it,  that  power  must  exist 
in  the  Constitution,  and  not  in  the  emergency. 
A  wise,  precautionary,  and  parental  policy,  anti- 
cipating danger,  will  beforehand  pro  vide  for  the 
hour  of  need.  Roads  and  canals  are  in  the  na- 
ture of  fortifications,  since,  if  not  the  deposites  of 
military  resources,  they  enable  you  to  bring  into 
rapid  action  the  military  resources  of  the  country, 
wherever  they  may  be.  They  are  better  than  any 
fortifications,  because  they  serve  the  double  pur- 
poses of  peace  and  war.  They  dispense,  in  a 
great  degree,  with  fortifications,  since  they  have 
all  the  effect  of  that  concentration,  at  which  forti- 
fications aim.  I  appeal  from  the  precepts  of  the 
President  to  the  practice  of  the  President.  While 
he  denies  to  Congress  the  power  in  question,  he 
does  not  scruple,  upon  his  sole  authority,  as  nu- 
merous instances  in  the  statute  book  will  testify, 
to  order,  at  pleasure,  the  opening  of  roads  by  the 
military,  and  then  come  here  to  ask  us  to  pay  for 
them.  Nay,  more,  sir;  a  subordinate  but  highly 
respectable  officer  of  the  Executive  Government, 
I  believe,  would  not  hesitate  to  provide  a  boat  or 
cause  a  bridge  to  be  erected  over  an  inconsidera- 
ble stream,  to  insure  the  regular  transportation  of 
the  mail.  And  it  happens  to  be  within  my  per- 
sonal knowledge  that  the  head  of  the  Post  Office 
Department,  as  a  prompt  and  vigilant  officer 
should  do,  had  recently  despatched  an  agent  to 
ascertain  the  causes  of  the  late  frequent  vexatious 
failures  of  the  great  northern  mail,  and  to  inquire 
if  a  provision  of  a  boat  or  bridge  over  certain 
small  streams  in  Maryland,  which  have  produced 
them,  would  not  prevent  their  recurrence. 

1  was  much  surprised  at  one  argument  of  the 
honorable  gentleman.  He  told  the  House  that 
the  Constitution  had  carefully  guarded  against 
inequality,  among  the  several  States,  in  the  public 
burdens,  by  certain  restrictions  upon  the  power  of 
taxation ;  that  the  effect  of  the  adoption  of  a  sys- 
tem of  internal  improvements  would  be  to  draw 
the  resources  from  one  part  of  the  Union,  and  to  ex- 
pend them  in  the  improvement  of  another,  and 
that  the  spirit,  at  least,  of  the  Constitutional 
equality  would  be  thus  violated.  From  the  na- 
ture of  things,  the  Constitution  could  not  specify 
the  theatre  of  the  expenditure  of  the  public  treas- 
ure. That  expenditure,  guided  by,  and  looking 
to,  the  public  good,  must  be  made,  necessarily, 
where  it  will  most  subserve  the  interests  of  the 
whole  Union.  The  argument  is,  that  the  locale 
of  the  collection  of  the  public  contributions,  and 
the  locale  of  their  disbursement,  should  be  the 
sawe.  Now,  sir,  let  us  carry  this  argument  out; 
and  no  man  is  more  capable  than  the  ingenious 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  of  tracing  an  argument 


to  its  utmost  consequences.  The  locale  of  the 
collection  of  the  public  revenue  is  the  pocket  of 
the  citizen ;  and,  to  abstain  from  the  violation  of 
the  principle  of  equality  adverted  to  by  the  gen- 
tleman, we  should  restore  back  to  each  man's 
pocket  precisely  what  was  taken  from  it.  If  the 
principle  contended  for  be  true,  we  are  habitually 
violating  it.  We  raise  about  twenty  millions  of 
dollars,  a  very  large  revenue,  considering  the  ac- 
tual distresses  of  the  country.  And,  sir,  notwith- 
standing all  the  puffing,  flourishing  statements  of 
its  prosperity,  emanating  from  printers  who  are 
fed  upon  the  pap  of  the  public  Treasury,  the 
whole  country  is  in  a  condition  of  very  great  dis- 
tress. Where  is  this  vast  revenue  expended? 
Boston,  New  York,  the  great  capitals  of  the 
North,  are  the  theatres  of  its  disbursement.  There 
the  interest  upon  the  public  debt  is  paid.  There 
the  expenditure  in  the  building,  equipment,  and 
repair,  of  the  national  vessels  takes  place.  There 
all  of  the  great  expenditures  of  the  Government 
necessarily  concentrate.  This  is  no  cause  of  just 
complaint.  It  is  inevitable,  resulting  from  the 
accumulation  of  capital,  the  state  of  the  arts,  and 
other  circumstances  belonging  to  our  great  cities. 
But,  sir,  if  there  be  a  section  of  this  Union  having 
more  right  than  any  other  to  complain  of  this 
transfer  of  the  circulating  medium  from  one  quar- 
ter of  the  Union  to  another,  the  West,  the  poor 
West — [Here  Mr.  Barbour  explained.  He  had 
meant  that  the  Constitution  limited  Congress  as 
to  the  proportions  of  revenue  to  be  drawn  from 
the  several  States;  but  the  principle  of  this  pro- 
vision would  be  vacated  by  internal  improvements 
of  immense  expense,  and  yet  of  a  local  character. 
Our  public  ships,  to  be  sure,  are  built  at  the  sea- 
ports, but  they  do  not  remain  there.  Their  home 
is  the  mountain  wave;  but  internal  improvements 
are  essentially  local;  they  touch  the  soil  of  the 
States,  and  their  benefits,  at  least  the  large.st  part 
of  them,  are  confined  to  the  States  where  they  ex- 
ist.] The  explanation  of  the  gentleman  has  not 
materially  varied  the  argument.  He  says  that 
the  home  of  our  ships  is  the  mountain  wave.  Sir, 
if  the  ships  go  to  sea,  the  money  with  which  they 
were  built,  or  refitted,  remains  on  shore,  and  the 
cities  where  the  equipment  takes  place  derive  the 
benefit  of  the  expenditure.  It  requires  no  stretch 
of  the  imagination  to  conceive  the  profitable  in- 
dustry— the  axes,  the  hammers,  the  saws — the 
mechanic  arts  which  are  put  in  motion  by  this 
expenditure.  And  all  these,  and  other  collateral 
advantages,  are  enjoyed  by  the  seaports.  The 
navy  is  built  for  the  interest  of  the  whole.  Inter- 
nal improvements,  of  that  general,  federative  char- 
acter, for  which  we  contend,  would  also  be  for 
the  interest  of  the  whole.  And,  I  should  think, 
their  abiding  with  us,  and  not  going  abroad  on 
the  vast  deep,  was  rather  cause  of  recommenda- 
tion than  objection. 

But,  Mr,  Chairman,  if  there  be  any  part  of  this 
Union  more  likely  than  all  others  to  be  benefited 
by  the  adoption  of  the  gentleman's  principle,  re- 
gulating the  public  expenditure,  it  is  the  West. 
There  is  a  perpetual  drain  from  that  embarrassed 
and  highly  distressed  portion  of  our  country,  of  its 
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circulating  medium  to  the  East.  There,  but  few 
and  inconsiderable  expenditures  of  the  public 
I  <noney  take  place.  There  we  have  none  oi  those 
public  works,  no  magnificent  edifices.,  forts,  ar- 
mories, arsenals,  dockyards,  dec,  which  more  or 

\^  less  are  to  be  found  in  every  Atlantic  State.  In 
•  at  least  seven  States  beyond  the  Alleghany,  not 
one  f^olitary  public  work  of  this  Government  is  to 
be  found.  \i,  by  one  of  those  awful  and  terrible  dis- 
pensations 01  Providence,  which  sometimes  occur, 
this  Government  should'Se  unhappily  annihilated, 
every  where  on  the  seaboard  traces  of  its  former 
existence  would  be  found  ;  whilst  we  should  not 
have,  in  the  West,  a  single  monument  remaining 
on  which  to  pour  out  our  afifeciions  and  our  regrets. 
Yet,  sir,  we  do  not  complain.  No  portion  of  your 
population  is  more  loyal  to  the  Union,  than  the 
hardy  freemen  of  the  West.  Nothing  can  weaken 
or  eradicate  their  ardent  de^ire  for  its  lasting  pres- 
ervation. None  are  more  prompt  to  vindicate  the 
interests  and  rights  of  the  nation  from  all  foreign 
aggression.  Need  I  remind  you  of  the  glorious 
scenes  in  which  they  participated,  during  the  late 
war — a  war  in  which  they  had  no  peculiar  or  di- 
rect interest,  waged  for  no  commerce,  no  seamen 
of  theirs  ?  But  it  was  enough  for  them  that  it  was 
a  war  demanded  by  the  character  and  the  honor 

i  t  of  the  nation.  They  did  not  stop  to  calculate  its 
cost  of  blood,  or  of  treasure.     They  flew  to  arms; 

^,  they  rushed  down  the  valley  of  the  MissK>sippi, 

*  with  all  the  impetuosity  of  that  noWe  river.  They 
fought  the  enemy.  They  found  him  at  the  beftch. 
They  fought ;  they  bled  ;  they  covered  themselves 
and  their  country  with  immortal  glory.  They 
enthusiastically  snared  in  all  the  transports  occa- 
sioned by  our  victories,  whether  won  oa  the  ocean 
or  on  the  land.  They  felt,  with  the  keenest  dis- 
tress, whatever  disaster  befell  us.  No,  sir,  1  repeat 
it,  neglect,  injury  itself,  cannot  alienate  the  atiec- 
tioasofthe  VVest  from  this  Government.  They 
cling  to  it,  as  to  their  best,  their  greatest,  their  last 
hope.  You  may  impoverish  them,  reduce  them 
to  ruin,  by  the  mistakes  of  your  policy,  and  you 
cannot  drive  them  from  you.  They  do  not  com- 
plain of  the  expenditure  of  the  public  money, 
where  the  public  exigencies  require  its  disburse- 
ment. But,  I  put  it  to  your  candor,  if  you  ought 
not,  by  a  generous  and  national  policy,  to  mitigate, 
if  not  prevent,  the  evils  resulting  from  the  perpet- 
ual transfer  of  the  circulating  medium  of  the  W  est 
to  the  East.  One  million  and  a  half  of  dollars 
annually,  is  transferred  for  the  public  lands  alone; 
and,  almost  every  dollar  goes,  like  him  who  goes 
to  death — to  a  bourne  from  which  no  traveller  re- 
turns. In  ten  years  it  will  amount  to  fifteen  mil- 
lions ;  in  twenty  to  ;  but  I  will  not  pursue  the 

appalling  results  of-arithmctic.  Gentlemen  who 
believe  that  these  vast  sums  are  supplied  by  emi- 
grants from  the  East,  labor  under  great  error. 
There  was  a  time  when  the  tide  of  emigration 
from  the  East  bore  along  with  it  the  means  to  ef- 
fect the  purchase  of  the  public  domain.  But  that 
tide  has,  in  a  great  measure,  now  stopped.  And  as 
population  advances  farther  and  farther  West,  it 
will  entirely  cease.  The^eatest  mieraiing  Stales 
in  the  Union,  at  this  time,  are  Kentucky  first. 


Ohio  next,  and  Tennes'see.  The  emigrants  from 
those  States  carry  with  them,  to  the  States  and 
territories  lying  beyond  them,  the  circulating  me- 
dium, which,  being  invested  in  the  purchase  of 
the  public  land,  is  transmitted  to  the  points  where 
the  wants  of  Government  require  it.  If  this  de- 
bilitating and  exhausting  process  were  inevitable, 
It  must  be  borne  with  manly  fortitude.  But  we 
think  that  a  fit  exertion  of  the  powers  of  this  Gruv- 
ernment  would  mitigate  the  evil  We  believe  that 
the  Government  incontestably  possesses  the  Con- 
stitutional power  to  execute  such  internal  improve- 
ments as  are  called  for  by  the  good  of  the  whole. 
And  we  appeal  to  your  equity,  to  your  parental 
regard,  to  your  enlightened  policy,  to  perform  the 
high  and  beneficial  trust  thus  sacredly  reposed.  I 
am  sensible  of  the  delicacy  of  the  topic  to  which 
I  have  reluctanly  adverted,  in  consequence  of  the 
observations  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Virginia.  And  I  hope  there  will  be  no  miscon- 
ception of  my  motives  in  dwelling  upon  it.  A 
wise  and  considerate  Government  should  antici- 
pate and  prevent,  rather  than  wait  for  the  opera- 
tion of  causes  of  discontent. 

Let  me  ask,  Mr.  Chairman,  what  has  this  Gov- 
ernment done  on  the  great  subject  of  Internal  Im- 
provements, after  so  many  years  of  its  existence, 
and  with  such  an  inviting  field  before  it  ?  You 
have  made  the  Cumberland  road  only.  Gentle- 
men appear  to  have  coBsidered  that  a  Western 
road.  They  ought  to  recollect  that  not  one  stone 
has  yet  been  broken,  not  one  spade  of  earth  has 
been  yet  removed  in  any  Western  State.  The 
road  begins  in  Maryland  and  it  terminates  at 
Wheeling.  It  passes  through  the  States  of  Mary- 
land, Pennsylvania,  and  Virginia.  All  the  direct 
benefit  of  the  expenditure  of  the  public  money  on 
that  road,  has  accrued  to  those  three  States.  Not 
one  cent  in  any  Western  Slate.  And  yet  we  have 
had  to  beg,  entreat,  supplicate  you,  session  after 
session,  to  grant  the  necessary  appropriations  to 
complete  the  road.  I  have  myself  toiled  until  my 
powers  have*  been  exhausted  and  prostrated  to 
prevail  on  you  to  make  the  grant.  We  were  ac- 
tuated to  make  these  exertions  for  the  sake  of  the 
collateral  benefit  only  to  the  West ;  that  we  might 
have  a  way  by  which  we  should  be  able  to  con- 
tinue and  maintain  an  affectionate  intercourse 
with  our  friends  and  brethren — that  we  might 
have  a  way  to  reach  the  Capitol  of  our  country, 
and  to  bring  our  councils,  humble  as  they  may  be, 
to  consult  and  mingle  with  yours  in  the  advance- 
ment of  the  national  prosperity.  Yes,  sir,  the 
Cumberland  road  has  only  reached  the  margin  of 
a  Western  State ;  and,  from  some  indications 
which  have  been  given  during  this  session,  I  should 
apprehend  it  would  there  pause  for  ever,  if  my 
confidence  in  you  were  not  unbounded  ;  if  I  had 
not  before  witnessed  that  appeals  were  never  un- 
successful to  your  justice,  to  your  magnanimity, 
to  your  fraternal  affection. 

But,  sir,  the  bill  on  your  table  is  no  Western 
bill.  It  is  empliatically  a  national  bill,  compre- 
hending all,  looking  to  the  interests  of  the  whole. 
The  people  of  the  VVest  never  thought  of,  never 
desired,  never  asked,  for  a  system  exclusively  for 
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their  benefit.  The  system  contemplated  by  this 
bill  looks  to  great  national  objects,  and  proposes 
the  ultimate  application  to  their  accomplishment 
of  the  only  means  by  which  they  can  be  effected, 
the  means  of  the  nation — means  which,  if  they 
be  withheld  from  such  objects,  the  Union,  I  do 
most  solemnly  believe,  of  these  now  happy  and 
promising  Slates,  may,  at  some  distant  (1  trust  a 
lar,  far  distant)  day,  be  endangered  and  shaken  at 
its  centre. 

When  Mr.  Clay  had  concluded — 

The  question  was  taken  on  sinking  out  the 
enacting  clause  in  the  bill,  and  decided  in  the 
negative — ayes  74.  noes  109. 

Mr.  Hemphill  moved  to  fill  the  blank  for  ap- 

firopriation  with  the  sum  of  thirty  thousand  dol- 
ars,  which  was  carried — ayes  105. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the  bill 
with  the  amendment,  and,  on  the  question  of  its 
engrossment  for  a  third  reading,  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  called,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mercer,  and 
are  as  follows: 

Yeas — MeMrs.  .\bbot,  Adamn,  Alexander  of  Ten- 
nessee, Allen  of  Tennessee,  Allison,  Baylies,  J.  S. 
Barbour,  Bartlett,  Bartley,  Beecher,  Blair,  Breck, 
Brown,  Buchanan,  Buckner,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Car- 
ter, CaFseiiy,  Condict,  Cook,  Crowninsbield,  Cusb- 
man,  Cuthbert,  Durfee,  Dwight,  Eddy,  Ellis,  Farrelly, 
Forsyth,  Forward,  Fuller,  Garrison,  Gazlay,  Govan, 
Gurley,  Harris,  Hayward,  Hemphill.  Henry,  Her- 
kimer, Holcombe,  Houston,  Ingham,  Isacks,  Johnson 
of  Virginia,  J.  T.  Johnson,  F.  Johnson,  Kent,  Kremer, 
Lawrence,  Lee,  Letcher,  Little,  Livingston,  Mc.\r- 
thur,  McDuffie,  McKean.  McKee,  McKim,  McLaneof 
Delaware,  .McLean  of  Ohio,  Martindale,  Marrin,  .Mat- 
lack,  Mercer,  Metcalfe,  Miller,  .Mitchell  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, Mitchell  of  Maryland,  Moore  of  Kentucky,  Moore 
of  Alabama,  Neale,  Newton,  Owen,  Patterson  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Patterson  of  Ohio,  Plumerof  Pennsylvania, 
ruinselt.  Prince,  Rankin,  Reynolds,  Rich,  Rogers, 
Ross,  Saunders,  Sandford,  Scott,  Sloane,  William 
Smith,  Spence,  Standefer,  J.  Stephenson.  Stewart, 
Storrs,  Strong,  Swan,  Test,  Thompson  of  Kentucky, 
Tod,  Trimble,  Udree,  Vance  of  North  Carolina,  Vance 
of  Ohio,  Vinton,  Warfield,  Wayne,  Webster,  Whit- 
tlesey. White,  WickUffe,  James  Wilson,  Henry  Wil- 
•on.  Wilson  of  Ohio,  and  Wright — 114. 

Nays — Messrs.  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Allen  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, Archer.  Ball,  Barber  of  Connecticut,  P.  P. 
Barbour,  Bassett,  Bradley,  Buck,  Burleigh,  Burton, 
Cainbreleng,  Campbell  of  South  Carolina,  Cary,  Clark, 
Cobb,  Cocke,  Collins,  Conner,  Crafts,  Craig,  Cul- 
peper,  Day,  Dwineil,  Eaton,  Edwards  of  North  Caro- 
lina, Floyd,  Foot  of  Connecticut,  Foote  of  Now  York, 
Frost,  Gatlin,  Gist,  Hall,  Harvey,  Hayden,  Herrick, 
Hobart,  Hogeboom,  Hooks,  Jenkins,  Kidder,  Lathrop, 
Leflwich,  Lincoln.  Litchfield,  Livermore,  Long,  Long- 
fellow, McCoy,  .Mangum,  Mallary,  Matson,  .Morgan, 
Plumer  of  New  Hampshire,  Randolph.  Reed,  Richards, 
Sharpe,  Sibley,  Arthur  Smith,  .^lex.  Smyth,  Spaight, 
Sterling,  A.  Stevenson.  Stoddard,  Taylor,  Ten  Eyck, 
Thompson  of  Georgia,  Tomlinson,  Tracy,  Tucker  of 
Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Tyson,  Van  Rens- 
selaer, Van  Wyck,  Whipple,  Whitman,  WiUiams  of 
Virginia,  Williams  of  North  Carolina,  Wilson  of 
South  Carolina,  Wood,  and  Woods — 82. 

To-morrow  was  then  assigned  for  the  third 
reading  of  the  bill. 


The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  bill  as  it  passed 

the  House: 

.\  Bill  to  procure  the  necessary  surveys,   plans,  and 
estimates,  upon  the  subject  of  roads  and  canals. 

Be  it  enacted,  Jjrc,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates  18  hereby  authorized  to  cause  the  necessary 
surveys,  plans,  and  estimates,  to  be  made,  of  the  routes 
of  such  roads  and  canals  as  he  may  deem  of  national 
importance,  in  a  commercial  or  military  point  of  view, 
or  necessary  for  the  transportation  of  the  public  mail, 
designating,  in  the  case  of  each  canal,  what  parts  may 
be  made  capable  of  sloop  navigation ;  the  surveys, 
plans,  and  estimates,  for  each,  when  completed,  to  be 
laid  before  Congress. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  to  carry  into 
effect  the  objects  of  this  act,  the  President  be,  and  he 
is  hereby,  authorized  to  employ  two  or  more  skilful 
civil  engineers,  and  such  officers  of  the  corps  of  engi- 
neers, or  who  may  be  detailed  to  do  duty  with  that 
corps,  as  he  may  think  proper;  and  the  sum  of  thirty 
thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appro- 
priated, to  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  lu  ihe  Treasury, 
not  otherwise  appropriated. 


Thursday,  January  15. 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  "Means,  to  which  w^as  referred 
the  petitions  of  William  Whitehead,  John  Tap- 
an,   Nathaniel  W.  and    Charles  H.  Appleton, 


Ji 


oshua  Aubin,  Benjamin  Hazleiine,  Samuel  Ad- 
ams, James  Graham,  and  of  James  Crawford,  and 
others,  made  a  report  thereon,  accompanied  by  a 
bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  persons  w^ho  have  paid 
duties  on  certain  goods' imported  into  Castine ; 
which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Hamilton,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  John 
Thomas  and  Company,  of  Ohio,  accompanied  by 
a  bill  for  their  relief;  which  bill  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  Committee  on  Pensions  and  Revolulionary 
Claims  were  discharged  from  the  consideration  of 
the  petition  of  Captain  Pollard,  Blue  Eyes,  and 
Jim  Robinson,  Indians  belonging  to  the  Seneca 
tribe,  and  from  the  petition  of  James  Wilson; 
and  the  petitions  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  con- 
cerning invalid  pensioners. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKim,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Meaiis  were  directed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  reviving  the  first,  second,  third, 
and  fourth  sections  of  an  act  further  to  provide 
for  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  ton- 
nage, passed  the  third  day  of  March,  1815. 

Mr.  Stewart  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  read  ;  and,  on  motion  of  the  mover, 
laid  on  the  table,  viz  : 

Raolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Ca- 
nalrf  be  instructed  to  report  a  bill  appropriating  the 
annual  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  land:*,  and 
the  dividends  of  the  United  Sutes  Bank  stock,  com- 
mencing from  the  Ist  January,  182.3,  to  the  purposes 
of  internal  improvement,  to  be  distributed  among  the 
States,  according  to  their  representation,  and  expended 
on   objects  to  be  designated  by  Congress,   within  or 
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bordering  on  the  respective  States,  unless  where  any 
State  may  consent  that  its  proportion  of  the  fund  shall 
be  applied  to  an  object  not  immediately  connected 
with  It  territorial  limits. 

The  engrossed  biU  to  procure  the  necessary  es- 
timates, plans,  and  surveys,  upon  the  subject  of 
roads  and  canals,  was  called  up  for  a  third  read- 
ing; when  it  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Foot,  of 
Connecticut,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  this  House  of 
the  following  titles,  viz :  "An  act  further  extend- 
ing the  term  of  half-pay  pensions  to  the  widows 
and  children  of  officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  who 
died  in  the  public  service;"  and  "An  act  making 
a  partial  appropriation  for  the  support  of  Govern- 
ment for  the  year  1824;"  with  an  amendment  to 
each.  The  Senate  have  also  passed  a  bill,  enti- 
tled "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Wood,  of 
Ohio;"  in  which  amendments  and  bill  last-men- 
tioned they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  McDcFFiE  gave  notice  that  he  would,  to- 
morrow, call  up  the  consideration  of  the  reported 
amendment  of  the  Constitution,  respecting  the 
choice  of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  partial 
appropriation  bill  were  considered,  and  concur- 
red in. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  for  the  relief  of  Jo- 
seph Wood,  of  Ohio,  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Public  Lands. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Forsyth, 
took  up  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign 
Relations,  on  the  petition  of  Henry  and  David 
Cotheal,  and  David  S.  Hallett,  which  was  read 
and  agreed  to ;  so  that  the  committee  is  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  petition. 

PENSIONS  TO  WIDOWS. 

Mr.  Tucker,  of  Virginia,  presented  the  follow- 
ing resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Pensions  and 
Revolutionary  Claims  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  giving  the  same  pensions  to  the  widows 
of  the  officers  and  soldiers  who  died  in  the  service  dur- 
ing the  late  war,  and  who  enlisted  to  serve  during  the 
■war,  as  is  allowed  to  the  widows  of  those  who  enlisted 
for  a  shorter  term. 

Mr.  T.,  in  support  of  his  resolution,  observed, 
that  he  had  been  much  surprised  at  the  fact  dis- 
closed to  him  in  answer  to  a  recent  application, 
that,  for  the  widows  of  those  who  had  enlisted  for 
the  whole  war,  no  provision  had  been  made,  while 
others,  who  served  but  for  twelve  or  eighteen 
months,  had  a  pension  granted  them.  Mr.  T. 
made  some  further  explanations  as  to  the  existing 
inequality  of  the  laws,  and  he  thought,  if  the  na- 
tion had  a  pension  list  at  all,  it  ought  to  rest  on 
some  principle  of  justice,  which,  he  contended,  at 
present  it  did  not. 

Mr.  Whigut  moved  to  amend  the  resolution, 
by  substituting,  for  the  Committee  on  Pensions 
and  Revolutionary  Claims,  a  select  committee; 
which  was  not  carried. 

Mr.  McCoy  suggested  to  the  mover,  that  the 


!  resolution  be  so  modi^ed  as  to  revive  the  former 
law  on  the  same  subject.  To  this  Mr.  Tlcker 
dissented;  and,  the  question  being  taken,  the  res- 
olution was  not  agreed  to. 

MONUMENT  TO  WASHINGTON. 

Mr.  BucHA.NAN  presented  the  following  resolu- 
tion : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  whose 
duty  it  shall  be  to  inquire  in  what  manner  the  resolu- 
tions of  Congress,  passed  on  the  24lh  December,  1799, 
relative  to  the  erection  of  a  marble  monument  in  the 
Capitol,  at  the  City  of  Washington,  to  commemorate 
the  great  events  of  the  military  and  political  life  of 
General  Washington,  may  be  best  accomplished,  and 
that  they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  BccHA.NAN  said,  the  House  would,  he  trust- 
ed, excuse  him  for  making  a  few  observations  in 
explanation  of  the  motives  which  had  impelled 
him  to  offer  the  resolution  now  under  considera- 
tion. On  the  24th  December,  1799,  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  resolved,  "That  a  marble 
'  monument  be  erected  by  the  United  States,  in 
'  the  Capitol,  at  the  City  of  Washington,  and  that 
'  the  family  of  General  Washington  be  requested 
'  to  permit  his  body  to  be  deposited  under  it ;  and 
'  that  the  monument  be  so  designed  as  to  com- 
'  memorate  the  great  events  of  his  military  and 
'political  life."  They  also  resolved,  "That  the 
'  President  of  the  United  Slates  be  requested 
'  to  direct  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  to  be  trans- 
'  mitted  to  Mrs.  Washington,  assuring  her  of  the 
'  profound  respect  Congress  will  ever  bear  to  her 
'  person  and  character ;  of  their  condolence  on  the 
'  late  afflicting  dispensations  of  Providence  ;  and 
'  entreating  her  assent  to  the  interment  of  the  re- 
'  mains  of  General  George  Washington  in  the 
'  manner  expressed  in  the  first  resolution."  The 
then  President  of  the  United  States  transmitted 
these  resolutions  to  Mrs.  Washington,  who,  on  the 
31st  December,  1799,  returned  an  answer,  which 
I  will  take  leave  to  read  to  the  House  : 

Mou.1T  ViBHox,  Dec.  31,  1799. 

Sib  :  While  I  feel  with  keenest  anguish,  the  late 
dispensation  of  Divine  Providence,  I  cannot  be  insen- 
sible to  the  mournful  tributes  of  respect  and  venera- 
tion which  arc  paid  to  the  memory  of  my  dear  deceas- 
ed husband  ;  and,  as  his  best  services  and  most  anxious 
wishes  were  always  devoted  to  the  welfare  and  hap- 
piness of  his  country,  to  know  that  they  were  truly 
appreciated,  and  gratefully  remembered,  affords  no  in- 
considerable consolation. 

Taught  by  that  great  example  which  I  have  so  long 
had  before  me,  never  to  oppose  my  private  wishes  to 
the  public  will,  I  must  consent  to  the  request  made  by 
Congress,  which  you  have  had  the  goodness  to  trans- 
mit to  me ;  and  in  doing  this  I  need  not,  I  cannot  gay 
what  a  sacrifice  of  individual  feeling  I  make  to  a  sense 
of  public  duty. 

With    grateful    acknowledgments,    and    unfeigned 
thanks,  for  the  personal  respect,  and  evidences  of  con- 
dolence, expressed  by  Congress,  and  yourself. 
I  remain,  very  respectfully. 

Sir,  your  most  obed't  humble  servant, 

MAKTHA  WASHINGTON. 

During  the  same  session  of  Ccngres.-s,  a  bill 
passed  the  House  of  Representatives  for  erecting 
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a  mausoleum  for  George  Washington  in  the  City  1 
of  Washington.     It  was  postponed  in  the  Senate  i 
until  the  next  session.    Several  attempts  have  since 
been  made  in   Congress  to  redeem  the  plighted  | 
faith  of  the  nation,  but  they  have  all  proved  una- 
vailing.    The  man  who  was  emphatically  first  in 
war,  first  in  peace,  and   first  in  the   hearts  of  his 
countrymen,  has  been  sleeping  with  his  fathers  ; 
for  almost  a  quarter  of  a  century,  and  hi.s  mortal  i 
remains  have  yet  been  unhonored  by  that  people, 
who,  with  justice,  call   him  the  father  of  their  j 
country. 

It  i.s  difficult  to  determine,  whether  this  neglect  , 
be  more  impolitic  or  ungrateful.  Every  wise  na-  ! 
tion  has  paid  honor.s  to  the  memory  of  the  men  i 
who  have  been  the  saviours  of  their  country.  \ 
Sculpture  and  painting  have  vied  with  each  other, 
in  transmitting  their  images  and  the  memory  of  i 
their  deeds  to  the  remotest  generations.  By  these  ' 
means,  the  holy  fire  of  virtuous  emulation  has  , 
been  kindled  in  the  bosoms  of  the  youth  of  sue- ; 
ceeding  ages.  j 

Our  country  has  produced  a  General,  whose  pru-  ; 
dence  and  perseverance,  whose  courage  and  mili-  | 
tary  skill,  conquered  cur  independence,  against ; 
fearful  odds,  from   the  most  powerful  nation  on  i 
earth  ;  and    what   is    still   more  wonderful,   was  | 
never  intoxicated  by  the  illusions  of  military  glory.  ' 
Our  country  has  given  birth   to  a  statesman,  who  | 
was  chiefly  instrumental  in  converting  the  chaos 
of  the  old   Confederation,  into  the  most  perfect 
fabric  of  human  wisdom — the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion ;  and  whose  conduct,  as  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  was  characterized  by  such  wisdom  and 
virtue,  that,  after  the  strictest  examination,  it  is 
now  admitted  to  be  the  most  proper  guide,  to  di- 
rect us  in  the   path  which   leads  to  the  nation's 
prosperity  and  glory.     In  short,  our  country  has 
produced  a  Washington  ;  he  has  been  dead  for 
four  and  twenty  years,  and  we  have  erected  no 
monument  on  which  to  record  his  virtues,  and  our 
gratitude. 

Mr.  B.  said,  that  Congress,  by  neglecting,  for  so  ' 
long  a  period,  to  accomplish  the  object  of  the  res-  I 
olutions,  had  been  subjected  to  the  imputation  of  [ 
perfidy,  as  well  as  ingratitude.  We  made  a  sol- 
emn promise  to  the  widowed  partner  of  Washing- 
ton, and  to  the  people  of  the  United  States,  by  a 
legislative  act,  that  we  would  erect  a  monument 
to  his  memory.  That  distinguished  lady  has  long 
slumbered  with  him  in  the  grave,  and  this  pledge 
has  never  yet  been  redeemed.  Although  his  mor- 
tal remains,  have,  at  our  request,  and  by  her  con- 
sent, become  the  property  of  the  public,  yet  they 
still  lie  neglected.  Indeed,  I  have  been  credibly 
informed,  that  an  attempt  has  been  made  to  steal 
them  away  from  his  country,  which  had  almost 
proved  successful. 

Do  we,  Mr.  Speaker,  consider  it  a  "matter  of 
necessity,  in  all  respects,  to  preserve  the  public 
faith  inviolate  ?  And  shall  we  prove  faithless 
only  in  what  concerns  the  memory  of  Washing- 
ton 7  The  danger  of  the  precedent,  the  argument 
so  often  repeated  in  this  House,  against  the  adop- 
tion of  measures,  will,  in  this  case,  be  unavailing. 
The  long  list  of  ages,  which  preceded  the  birth  of 


Washington,  had  never  presented  a  human  char- 
acter so  perfect ;  and  there  is  but  a  bare  possibility 
that  future  generations  will  produce  his  equal. 

Mr.  B.  hoped  the  resolution  would  pass  unani- 
mously. 

Mr.  Carv,  of  Georgia,  arose  and  said,  that,  be- 
fore the  question  was  taken  on  the  resolution,  he 
would  ask  leave  to  occupy  the  attention  of  the 
House  for  a  few  moments,  while  he  gave  expres- 
sion to  what  he  believed  were  the  just  sentiments 
and  feelings  of  an  American  on  the  subject  it  con- 
templated. The  resolution  directs  a  committee  of 
this  House  to  report,  by  bill,  or  otherwise,  on  the 
propriety  of  erecting  a  monument,  or  mausoleum, 
to  the  memory  of  Washington.  He  had  listened 
with  attention  to  the  ingenious  and  unimpassioned 
address  of  the  mover  of  the  resolution,  in  which 
he  had  endeavored  to  prove  that  it  was  a  duty  of 
justice  and  of  gratitude  in  this  nation,  to  give 
such  an  expression  of  what  it  feels  itself  to  owe  to 
the  memory  of  its  illustrious  benel'actor;  but  he 
dissented  from  that  honorable  gentleman  in  the 
opinion  he  had  expressed,  and  it  was  the  purpose 
oi  his  present  address  to  vindicate  to  that  gentle- 
man and  to  the  House  the  dissent  he  had  now  ex- 
pressed ;  in  doing  this,  he  would  empty  his  mind 
of  the  sentiments  he  held  on  this  subject.  The 
gentleman  had  very  truly  said  that  it  had  long 
been  the  practice  of  nations  to  express  their  ven- 
eration for  the  memory  of  illustrious  men,  by 
erecting  splendid  monuments  over  their  ashes. 
But,  he  would  ask,  in  what  spirit,  and  at  what 
period,  did  that  practice  originate  ?  It  was  before 
the  lights  of  reason  had  penetrated  the  darkness 
of  society,  and  the  deposites  of  history  had  taught 
mankind  the  true  mode  of  commemorating  and 
eternizing  the  deeds  of  illustrious  men  ;  it  had 
had  its  beginning  in  successful  conquest,  when 
some  military  chieftain  first  plunged  his  sword 
into  a  nation's  bosom,  and  then  lavished  its  wealth 
in  monuments  to  perpetuate  his  name;  it  was  a 
principle  of  vanity  which  had  given  existenc^e  to 
the  practice.  We  were,  to  be  sure,  and  had  long 
been,  in  the  habit  of  going  for  precedents  to  Greece 
and  Rome,  and  that  classic  enthusiasm  which  an- 
imates every  scholar,  that  consecrated  reverence 
which  he  must  ever  feel  for  the  labors  and  achieve- 
ments of  departed  genius,  deludes  our  judgment, 
and  would  persuade  us  to  bring  the  associations 
derived  from  the  venerable  remains  of  ancient 
sculpture,  to  times  of  a  wholly  different  character, 
and  a  country  in  wholly  different  circumstances. 
The  Government  of  this  Union  was  entirely  and 
widely  different  from  tho.se  of  the  old  world;  it 
had  a  different  origin  ;  it  was  a  phoenix-like  Grov- 
ernment,  which  sprung  from  the  ashe^  of  ail  the 
corruptions  of  those  which  had  preceded  it ;  and 
as  the  Government  itself  was  new  among  men, 
those  who  had  achieved  its  establishment  should 
be  commemorated  in  a  new  style.  We  need,  Mr. 
Speaker,  (said  Mr.  C.,)  no  monuments  to  tell  us 
that  Washington  has  lived;  he  has  a  monu- 
ment, he  will  continue  to  have  one,  in  the  heart 
of  every  American ;  such  a  monument  as  none 
before  him  ever  had  ;  and  let  it  be  our  peculiar 
pride  to  enshrine  him  there  alone.     Yes,  sir,  we 
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will  keep  Washington's  moDument  id  our  bo- 
soms. We  will  commit  it  to  no  perishable  stone ; 
his  name  shall  have  a  purer,  a  more  enduring  me- 
morial. Sir,  my  heart  beats  as  ardently  and  fires 
as  high  as  that  of  any  of  my  countrymen  on  this 
subject;  but  I  would  erect  no  tomb.  Suppose 
we  build  one,  and  determine  its  place  to  be  here 
in  this  Capitol,  will  it  be  seen  by  the  nation? 
No,  it  will  only  be  visible  to  the  favored  few  who 
are  drawn  to  this  spot  by  their  public  functions, 
who  visit  it  on  a  jaunt  of  pleasure,  or  attend  it  on 
concerns  of  private  business.  But  Washington 
has  a  monument  already,  far  greater  than  you  can 
build  ;  his  memorial  is  every  where ;  from  Maine 
to  Louisiana  ;  from  the  ocean  to  the  mountains  ; 
and  wherever,  in  their  widely-spreading  emigra- 
tions, the  people  of  this  Confederacy  shall  direct 
their  steps,  Washington  travels  with  them,  and 
they  will  continue  to  bear  on  his  living  monument 
till  they  have  fixed  it  on  the  farthest  shores  of  our 
continent. 

Mr.  Buchanan  observed,  in  reply,  that  when 
he  brought  forward  the  resolution  he  had  the 
honor  to  present  to  the  House,  he  did  not  suppose 
that  any  gentleman  would  feel  it  to  be  his  duty 
to  oppose  Its  adoption.  He  differed  wholly  from 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Georgia.  That 
gentleman  maintained  that  it  was  not  proper  for 
a  Republic,  by  monumental  marble,  to  eicite  its 
citizens  to  virtuous  deeds  by  publicly  honoring  the 
memory  of  those  who  had  been  the  benefactors  of 
their  country.  He,  on  the  contrary,  thought  that 
in  the  case  of  Republics  there  was  in  the  practice 
a  peculiar  and  special  propriety.  Such  monu- 
ments had,  in  all  ages  and  countries,  exerted  a 
powerful  effect  in  inciting  men  to  patriotic  virtue; 
our  Government  rests,  its  very  loundations  are 
laid,  on  that  virtue;  and  it  therefore  seemed  in  a 
peculiar  manner  adapted  to  the  circumstances  of 
this  Republic.  It  was,  too,  a  practice  which  had 
been  already  sanctioned  by  the  example  of  some 
of  the  most  respectable  States  in  the  Union.  But 
it  was  now  too  late  to  talk  about  the  policy  of 
the  measure.  Is  not,  asked  Mr.  B.,  the  faith  of 
the  nation  pledged  ?  Has  not  the  measure  been 
publicly  resolved  upon  by  both  Houses  of  Con- 
gress? Has  it  not  received  the  sanction  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States?  Is  the  country 
to  promise  to-day,  and  violate  its  promise  to-mor- 
row ?  The  faith  of  the  Government,  pledged 
twenty-five  years  since,  to  the  family  of  the  de- 
ceased, and  to  the  American  people,  has  never,  to 
this  day,  been  redeemed.  Shall  we  hold  all  our 
contracts  inviolable  but  this?  As  to  the  prece- 
dent, that  question  has  already  been  settled ;  the 
pledge  has  been  given.  And  were  gentlemen 
alarmed  at  the  danger  of  such  a  precedent  ?  They 
might  calm  their  apprehensions;  there  was  not 
the  remotest  danger  of  such  another  case  recur- 
ring. The  world,  in  its  long  course  of  days,  had 
never  beheld  such  a  man  before;  and,  in  all  the 
march  of  time,  there  was  little  probability  of  the 
world's  ever  seeing  such  another ;  and  for  himself, 
Mr.  B.  said,  he  felt  so  deeply  the  obligation  to  re- 
deem the  pledged  promise'  of  the  nation,  that, 
though  little  accustomed  to  make  such  requests' 


he  must  ask  that  the  yeas  and  nays  might  be 
recorded. 

Mr.  Trlmble  said  that  he  did  not  rise  for  the 
purpose  of  pronouncing  Washington's  eulogium  ; 
that  was  a  theme  to  which  none  was  competent 
but  the  equal  of  Washington  ;  and  such  a  man 
was  no  where  to  be  found.  But  he  had  risen  to 
disabuse  this  nation  from  the  charge  of  ingrati* 
tude  to  the  memory  of  its  benefactor.  On  what 
proof  had  so  grievous  a  ciiarge  been  founded  ? 
On  the  fact  that  no  national  monument  of  marble 
had  yet  been  erected  to  his  memory  to  inspire  us 
(if  he  understood  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylva- 
nia) with  sentiments  of  public  virtue.  Our  pa- 
triotism must  be  cold  indeed,  if  it  could  only  be 
inspired  by  the  coldness  of  a  marble  monument. 
God  forbid  that  he  should  advance  an  opinion 
that  such  a  monument  ought  not  to  be  erected. 
But  he  would  ask,  if  it  had  been  erected  fifteen  or 
twenty  years  ago,  and  fixed  within  the  walls  of 
this  Capitol,  where  would  it  have  been,  or  what 
would  have  become  of  it,  when  this  buildiflj|fwas 
wrapped  in  flames  ?  It  would  have  fallen  into 
the  unhallowed  hand  of  a  barbarous  enemy,  who 
would  have  mutilated  or  carried  it  off.  The  only 
charge  of  ingratitude  that  could  then  have  been 
urged,  would  have  been,  that  the  nation  neglected 
to  defend  the  Capitol ;  that,  instead  of  fourteen 
thousand  retreating  from  a  handful  of  the  inva- 
ders, they  did  not  fight  till  only  fourteen  were  left 
alive.  W^hen  they  had  done  this,  they  might  erect 
a  splendid  monument.  But  when  the  Capitol, 
that  is  now  going  on  in  building,  shall  first  be 
completed,  and  the  monument  itself  shall  have 
first  been  procured,  it  would  be  time  enough  to 
pass  resolutions  for  fixing  it  in  the  Capitol.  In 
the  meanwhile,  Washington  has  a  monument 
in  every  place  where  there  are  Americans,  where 
there  are  men  ;  two  worlds  had  joined  to  cele- 
brate his  actions;  two  hemispheres  were  filled 
with  his  name  ;  and  the  globe  itself  might  be  pro- 
nounced his  best  and  only  fit  mausoleum. 

The  resolution  was  then,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Gazlat,  of  Ohio,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  by  a 
vole  of  y?  to  67. 

SIXKLNG  FUND. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McLane,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
ol  the  Union,  on  the  bill  ''authorizing  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Sinking  Fund  to  purchase  the 
seven  per  cent,  stock  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
year  1824." 

[This  bill  provides,  that  the  Commissioners  of 
the  Sinking  Fund  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  au- 
thorized to  purchase,  during  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-four,  any  slock  of  the 
United  States,  bearing  an  interest  of  seven  per  cen- 
tum per  annum,  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  eight 
millions  six  hundred  and  ten  thousand  dollars,  upon 
such  terms  as  they  may  think  proper,  not  exceed- 
ing the  following  rates  above  the  principal  sum 
purchased ;  that  is  to  say  : 

For  all  >uch  stock  as  they  may  purchase  before 
the  1st  day  of  April  next,  at  a  rale  not  exceeding 
one  dollar  and  seventy-five  cents  for  every  sum  of 
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one  hundred  dollars,  in  addition  to  the  interest 
which  would  have  accrued  on  that  day  upon  the 
said  stock. 

For  all  such  stock  which  they  may  purchase  be- 
tween the  Isi  day  of  April  and  the  1st  day  of  July 
next,  at  a  rate  not  exceeding  seventy-five  cents  on 
every  sum  of  SlOO,  in  addition  to  ihe  interest 
which  would  have  accrued  on  the  day  last  men- 
tioned. 

For  all  such  stock  which  they  may  purchase  be- 
tween the  1st  day  of  July  and  the  1st  day  of  Oc- 
tober next,  at  a  rate  not  exceeding,  on  every  sum 
of  SUKJ,  the  amount  of  interest  which  would  have 
accrued  on  the  day  last  mentioned  :  and 

For  all  such  slock  which  they  may  purchase 
bftween  the  1st  day  of  October  next  and  the  1st 
day  of  January,  1625,  at  a  rate  not  exceeding  the 
principal  and  liie  intereki  which  shall  have  accrued 
at  the  day  of  purchase. 

The  2d  section  of  the  bill  provides.  That  the 
said  Commissioners  are  hereby  authorized  to  make 
such  purchases  under  the  foregoing  restrictions,  at 
such  times  and  places  as  they  may  deem  most 
eligible;  and,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  into  ef- 
fect the  provisions  of  this  act,  any  money  in  the 
Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated,  is  hereby 
appropriated.] 

The  1st  section  being  under  consideration,  Mr. 
McLane  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking  out  I 
one  dollar  and  seventy-five  cents  in  the  12th  line, 
and  subNlitutmg  two  dollars  [so  as  to  allow  the 
Commissioners  to  pay  for  such  United  States  slock 
as  ihey  may  purchase  prior  to  the  1st  of  April  next, 
at  a  rate  not  exceeding  two  dollars  on  SlOO  in  ad- 
dition to  the  interest.] 

Mr.  McLane  said,  in  proposing  the  amendment 
to  increase  the  premium  in  ihe  first  period,  for  the 
purchase  of  the  seven  per  cent,  stock,  as  recom- 
mended by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  from 
one  dollar  seventy-five  cents  to  two  dollars,  that 
it  might  be  expected  of  him  to  explain  the  con- 
siderations by  which  this  proposition  was  recom- 
mended. 

When  they  reported  the  bill,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  supposed  a  premium  of  one  dol- 
lar and  seventy-five  cents  would  be  sufficient  to 
promote  the  objects  in  view,  but  further  reflec- 
tion had  satisfied  him  that  they  would  be  more 
certainly  attained  by  enlarging  the  sum. 

It  was  necessary  to  consider  the  measure  pro- 
posed by  the  bill,  in  reference  as  well  to  the  inter- 
ests of  the  Government  as  to  those  of  the  stock- 
holder, and  the  operation  should  be  conducted 
with  a  view  to  both. 

All  the  seven  per  cent,  stock  of  the  United 
States,  said  he,  amounting  to  the  sum  of  88,606,- 
400,  will  be  redeemable  on  the  first  of  January, 
1825,  and  it  is  now  certain,  that  there  will  he,  on 
that  day,  sufficient  funds,  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Government,  for  this  purpose.  If  no  larger  a  sum 
were  thrown  at  once  into  the  market  l\)r  new  in- 
vestment, It  would  necessarily  produce  serious  in- 
convenience and  embarrassment  to  the  owners  of 
the  stock.  The  bill  proposes  to  avoid  these  evils,  by 
providing  for  its  gradual  redemption,  during  the 
present  year,  and  offering  to  the  stockholders  the 


opportunity  of  selling  their  stock  to  the  Govern- 
ment, whenever,  in  the  course  of  the  year,  they 
may  find  a  suitable  investment  for  their  funds. 

As  an  amount  of  money,  sufl&cient  to  purchase 
this  stock,  would  otherwise  remaia  idle  in  the 
Treasury,  the  gain  produced  by  this  plan  to  the 
Government,  consists  in  the  saving  of  ihe  interest ; 
or,  in  other  words,  ihe  difference  between  the  pre- 
mium jMiid  for  the  purchase  and  the  interest  which 
would  accrue  on  the  first  January  1825. 

It  will,  therefore,  be  manifest  to  the  Committee, 
that  the  earlier  the  purchases  shall  be  made,  the 
greater  will  be  the  saving  to  the  Grovernraent,  and 
that,  for  this  reason,  it  is  not  only  their  interest,  but 
they  have  the  means  to  offer  larger  inducements  to 
the  stockholder  to  sell  in  the  first  and  second  terms, 
contemplated  by  the  bill,  than  at  any  later  period. 

By  the  bill,  as  reported  by  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  which  is,  in  this  respect,  con- 
formable to  the  annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking 
Fund  are  authorized  to  purchase  the  stock,  upon 
certain  terms,  within  four  several  periods  of  the 
year,  answering  to  the  usual  quarterly  divisions; 
but  I  apprehend  the  premium  authorized  in  the  two 
first  periods  will  not  be  found  to  bear  a  just  pro- 
portion to  the  end  proposed.  The  holder  of  the 
stock  wilt  no  doubt  sell,  whenever  he  may  find  a 
proper  opportunity  for  the  safe  investment  of  his 
money ;  but,  as  the  principal  gain  to  the  Govern- 
ment is  to  be  made  in  the  two  first  periods,  the 
inducement  to  the  stockholder  to  seek  this  oppor- 
tunity should  be  larger  in  these  than  the  later 
periods. 

It  was  clearly  the  interest  of  the  Government, 
he  said,  to  purchase  the  whole  stock,  if  practica- 
ble, within  the  first  quarter,  and  therefore  he  had 
ofl'ered  the  amendment  to  increase  the  premium  in 
that  quarter  to  two  dollars,  in  order  the  more  cer- 
tainly to  induce  the  sale. 

That  his  observations  upon  this  subject  might 
be  belter  understood,  he  begged  leave  to  submit  to 
the  Committee  some  statistical  statements  which 
would  exhibit  the  operation  of  the  proposed  plan, 
and  of  his  amendment,  during  the  year,  and  in 
each  period,  both  in  regard  to  the  holder  of  the 
stock  and  the  Government. 

Mr.  McL.  said  as  it  is  now  impracticable  for 
this  expedient  to  go  into  operation  before  the  first 
of  February,  he  would  assume  that  as  the  day  on 
which  the  sale  will  take  place,  and  the  seller  of 
the  stock  will  be  supposed  to  invest  his  funds  for 
the  remainder  of  the  year  at  an  interest  of  five  per 
cent.  In  that  case,  he  will  receive  for  his  ^100 
of  stock  a  premium  of     -        -        -        -  SI  25 

Three  months  interest,  at  7  per  cent., 
from  1st  January  to  1st  April  -         -         -     1  75 

Eleven  months  interest,  at  5  per  cent., 
from  Isi  February  to  31st  December         -    4  58^ 


Making 


7  58^ 


Which  will  be  a  gain  to  him  at  the  end 
of  the  year  of 0  58^ 

By  disposing  of  his  stock  on  the  1st  April,  the 
second  period  proposed  by  the  bill,  the  seller  will 
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receive  during  the  year  on  his  $100  of 
slock,  a  premium  of         -        -        -        -  $0  75 

Six  months  interest,  at  7  per  cent.,  from 
1st  January  to  1st  July     -        -        -        -     3  50 

Nine  months  interest,  at  5  per  cent., 
from  Ut  April  to  31st  December     -        -    3  75 


Making        -        -        -        -        -        -^00 

Which  ^ill  be  a  gain  to  him  of  -        -     1  00 
By  disposing  of  his  stock  on  the  1st  of  July,  the 
third  term  proposed  by  the  bill,  the  seller  will  re- 
ceive during  the  year  on  his  §100  of  stock,  nine 
months  interest,  at  7  per  cent.,  from  1st  January 
to  1st  October  -        -        -        -        -  S5  25 

Six  months  interest,  at  5  per  cent,,  from 
1st  July  to  31st  December        -        -        -    2  50 


Making .§7  75 

And  which  will  be  a  gain  to  him  of    -    0  75 

It  will  be  perceived  by  this  statement,  he  said, 
that  the  gain  to  the  seller,  in  the  first  period,  is 
less  than  in  either  of  the  others,  while  the  interest 
of  the  Government  requires  that  the  purchases 
should  be  made  within  that  period.  And  to  pre- 
sent a  proper  inducement  for  this  purpose,  he  had 
proposed,  by  the  amendment,  to  increase  the  pre- 
mium in  the  first  period  to  two  dollars.  At  that 
rate,  the  seller  will  receive  during  the  year  on  his 
SlOO  of  stock,  by  disposing  of  it  on  the  1st  Feb- 
ruary next,  a  premium  of         -        -        -  S2  00 

Three  months  interest,  at  7  per  cent., 
from  the  Isl  February  to  the  1st  April     -     1  75 

Eleven  months  interest,  at  5  per  cent., 
from  the  1st  February  to  the  31st  De- 
cember     4  58J 


and  is  less,  by  75  cents,  than  the  sum  to  be  re- 
ceived by  a  sale  to  the  Government. 

Mr.  McL.  also  remarked,  that  if  the  Committee 
would  reflect  u|>on  the  operation,  as  to  the  Gov- 
ernment, of  the  proposed  amendment,  they  would 
be  satisfied  of  its  propriety,  and  the  utility  of  the 
expedient  proposed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury ;  he  said  that  at  the  proposed  rates  the  Gov- 
ernment will  save,  on  the  purchase  of  the  whole 
stock,  amounting  to  S8,606,490,  as  follows: 

If  the  stock  were  purchased  in  the  first  period, 
the  Government  will  pay  on  each  -SlOO — §3  75; 
which,  being  deducted  from  §!7,  the  amount  of 
the  interest  for  the  whole  year,  would  be  a  saving 
of  S3  25,  and  on  the  whole  stock,  a  saving  of 
§279,7 10  93. 

If  the  stock  be  purchased  during  the  second  pe- 
riod, the  Government  will  pay  on  each  §100 — 
§4  25;  which,  deducted  from  the  year's  interest, 
gives  a  saving  of  §2  75.  and  on  the  whole  sum, 
a  saving  of  §236,078  47. 

If  the  stock  be  purchased  during  the  third  pe- 
riod, the  saving  to  the  Government  will  be  §1  75 
on  each  §100,  and  on  the  whole,  the  sura  of 
§150,613  57. 

With  respect  to  individuals,  Mr.  McL.  said,  the 
operation  of  the  proposed  plan  in  the  second  and 
third  terms  might  be  differently  stated  ;  and  he 
remarked  that,  by  selling  to  the  Government  on 
the  1st  April,  the  individual  would  receive  a  pre- 
mium of-        - §0  75 

Three  months  interest,  at  7  per  cent., 
from  Isl  April  to  1st  July        -        -        -     1  75 

Nine  months  interest,  at  5  per  cent., 
from  1st  April  to  31st  December      -        -     3  75 


Making §S  33i 

Which  would  be  a  gain  to  him  of  -  1  33| 
If  the  amendment  prevail,  the  gain  to  the  seller 
in  the  third  period  will  be  three-fourths  of  the 
gain  in  the  second  period;  and  the  gain  in  the 
second  period  will  be  three-fourths  of  the  gain  in 
the  first ;  and  I  apprehend  such  a  proportion  will 
lead  much  more  certainly  to  large  purchases  in 
the  first  period  than  the  rates  contained  in  the 
bill. 

It  will  be  apparent,  also,  he  said,  that  a  sale  to 
the  Government  at  the  late  here  proposed,  will  be 
more  advantageous  to  the  seller  than  a  sale  to  an 
individual  at  an  advance  which  this  stock  will  be 
likely  to  bear  during  the  year;  and  in  addition  to 
the  premium,  it  gives  the  interest  of  one  quarter 
in  advance,  and  thus  encourages  an  early  sale. 
With  the  certainty  which  exists  of  the  redemption 
of  the  stock  at  the  end  of  the  year,  it  can  scarcely 
be  expected  that  its  price  will  at  any  time  exceed 
three  per  cent,  above  the  par  value;  it  is  not 
probable  that  ii  will  reach  that  sum,  but  estimating 
its  value  in  the  market  at  three  per  cent.,  t!ie  sale 
to  the  Government  would  be  more  advantageous, 
because,  if  the  holder  sell  to  the  Government  on 
the  1st  of  February,  he  will  receive  during  the 
year  on  his  §100,  as  already  shown,  $8  33;  if  he 
sell  on  the  same  day  to  an  individual,  he  will  re- 
ceive a  premium  of  §3,  and  eleven  months  in- 
terest, at  5  per  cent.,  §4  58J  ;  making  §7  58^ ; 


Making 6  25 

If,  on  the  contrary,  he  retained  his  stock  from 
the  first  April  to  the  end  of  the  year,  he  would 
receive  nine  months  interest,  at  7  per  cent.,  which 
is §5  25 

And  less  than  he  would  receive  by  sell- 
ing it,  of 100 

By  selling  to  the  Government  on  the  1st  day  of 
July,  he  would  receive  three  months  interest  at  7 
per  cent.,  from  the  1st  July  to  1st  October,  §1  75 

Six  months  interest,  at  5  per  cent.,  from 
1st  July  to  31st  December  -        -        -    2  50 


«4  25 

If  he  retained  his  stock,  he  would  re- 
ceive six  months  interest,  at  7  per  cent.  -     3  50 

Which  is  75  cents  less  than  he  would  receive 
by  the  sale. 

Mr.  McL.  said  he  had  troubled  the  Committee 
with  these  statistical  details  of  the  plan  proposed, 
in  order  that  every  one  should  be  satisfied  with  its 
operation  in  this  respect,  though  he  himself  sup- 
posed the  measure  was  partly  founded  upon  other 
considerations,  and  looking  beyond  a  mere  calcu- 
lation of  profit  and  loss. 

For  himself,  he  believed,  as  he  had  already  in- 
timated, that  though  the  terms  proposed  presented 
an  immediate  pecuniary  advantage  to  the  seller, 
the  principal  advantages  afforded  by  the  recom- 
mendation in  the  annual  report,  were  the  means 
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of  converting  his  stock  into  money  at  rather  more  ' 
than  its  value,  whenever  he  may  discover  an  op- 
portunity for  investing  it  safely  and  profitably. 
He  believed  the  prudent  stockholder  would  not 
fail  to  appreciate  this  advantage,  when  he  reflected 
that  not  only  the  §8,G(Xi,4yO  of  7  per  cent.,  but 
aUo  as  much  of  the  6  per  cent,  stock  as  the  Gov- 
ernment will  be  able  to  pay  off  on  the  1st  of 
January.  1825,  will,  on  that  day,  be  thrown  into 
the  market  for  investment.  If  the  stockholders 
are  wise,  they  will  speedily  look  for  the  means  of 
profitable  investment,  and  he  felt  persuaded  that 
the  amendment  would  offer  additional  and  reason- ' 
able  inducements  to  do  .so. 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  bill  as  i 
amended  was  rei>orted  to  the  House,  and  ordered  I 
to  a  third  reading,  without  further  debate.  { 

SURVEYS  FOR  ROADS  AND  CANALS.       | 

Mr.  Hemphill  moved  to  take  up  the  bill  pro-  ! 
viding  for  the  procurement  of  surveys,  dtc,  for  i 
roads  and  canals,  which  had  been  (aid  on  the  ; 
table  this  morning  to  make  way  for  the  preceding  i 
bill.     This  motion  was  carried — ayes  97,  noes  76. 

The  bill  then  had  its  third  reading.  j 

Mr.  Wooo,  of  New  York,  rose  and  said,  that 
his  views  neither  of  the  public  interest  nor  his  ; 
own  duty  would  suffer  him  to  see  a  bill,  such  as  | 
that  now  before  the  Committee,  about  to  pass  into  I 
a  law,  without  entering  his  protest  against  the  i 
principle  on  which  it  was  founded.  The  present 
individual  bill  was  comparatively  of  small  mo-  i 
ment,  but,  if  passed,  the  principle  would  be  sane-  { 
tioned;  and  it  was  not  attempted  to  be  concealed  | 
that  other  bills  were  to  follow  it  of  a  far  more  I 
serious  kind.  The  present  was  avowedly  only  a  I 
preliminary  measure.  | 

Heretofore,  he  said,  it  had  been  deemed  impor-  i 
tant  that  the  barriers  between  the  General  and  j 
the  State  Governments  should  remain  untouched  ; ' 
and,  on  that  account,  the  principles  on  which  ' 
both  rested  had  been  reduced  to  writing,  and  in- 
finite pains  had  been  taken  to  adjust  the  due  pro- 
portion between  them.  To  arrive  at  a  just  con- 
struction of  the  Constitution  which  separated  and 
defined  them,  it  was  necessary  to  look  back  to  the 
compact  which  had  preceded  the  Constitution — 
to  the  confederation  between  the  thirteen  united 
States,  which  was  nothing  more  than  an  alliance 
of  sovereign  powers  for  the  common  good.  The 
defects  of  that  confederation  it  was  which  led  to 
the  formation  of  a  different  form  of  government, 
and  a  due  consideration  of  which  defects  must 
necessarily  throw  great  light  on  the  true  intent 
and  meaning  of  the  Constitution,  which  was  in- 
tended to  remedy  them.  Wherein  do  the  two 
compacts  differ?  In  comparatively  few  particu- 
lars. Very  few  powers  are  granted  by  the  Con- 
stitution which  were  not  formerly  granted  by  the 
Confederation — those  relating  to  revenue  were  the 
chief.  Under  the  Confederation,  Congress  had 
power  to  borrow  money  ;  to  raise  armies ;  to  main- 
tain a  navy  ;  to  make  treaties ;  to  declare  war,  and 
to  make  peace;  it  had,  in  short,  the  same  power 
over  the  general  means  of  the  nation  that  it  now 
has,  but  the  mode  of  its  operation  in  obtaining 


them  was  different.  The  quotas  of  the  several 
States  were  laid  by  the  General  Government  on 
the  Legislatures  of  those  States,  and  by  them  col- 
lected from  the  people.  The  hand  of  the  General 
Government  could  not  reach  the  pockets  of  the 
people,  but  it  had  to  wait,  for  its  supplies,  the 
tardy  movements  of  thirteen  different  independent 
Legislatures;  but  now  its  power  comes  in  imme- 
diate contact  with  the  people — its  means  are  taken 
at  once  from  the  imports — its  operations  are 
prompt,  and  consequently  vigorous,  and  the  pub- 
lic faith  may  be  safely  pledged,  because  it  will  be 
certainly  and  promptly  redeemed.  This  was  al- 
most the  sole  object  for  which  the  Confederatioa 
was  changed  into  the  Federal  Government. 

Now,  in  the  first  place,  I  ask  whether,  by  the 
Confederation,  Congress  was  vested  with  munici- 
pal powers?  Certainly  not.  But  the  power  to 
make  roads  and  canals  is,  beyond  dispute,  a  mu- 
nicipal power.  Gentlemen  contend  that  Con- 
gress may  do  this  under  a  general  power  to  diffuse 
the  intelligence  of  the  country.  Why,  sir,  by  this 
reasoning,  I  can  equally  prove  that  it  has  the 
power  to  erect  common  schools.  They  diffuse 
intelligence,  and  in  a  most  efficient  manner. 
Again,  to  the  well  being  of  a  republican  govern- 
ment, a  general  equality  of  property  is  as  requisite 
as  a  general  diffusion  of  knowledge.  Have  thea 
Congress  power  to  regulate  descents  of  real  estate? 
The  inference  to  that  power  is  stronger  than  to  a 
power  to  dig  canals.  But,  by  the  express  letter  of 
the  Constitution,  Congress  has  power  "  to  regulate 
commerce  with  foreign  nations,  and  among  the 
several  States.''  Well,  sir,  I  ask,  in  the  first 
place,  what  is  the  power  which  is  here  granted 
over  foreign  commerce?  It  is  both  legislative 
and  executive — it  extends  indeed  to  a  right  to 
close  all  our  ports  ;  but  the  Government  is  bound 
to  furnish  the  citizens  with  a  market,  and  there- 
fore the  Constitution  gives  it  authority  to  make- 
treaties  ;  but  It  has  placed  this  power  not  in  Con- 
gress, but  in  the  President. 

The  Constitution  gives,  further,  a  power  to 
"  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  and  imposts." 
This,  said  Mr.  W.,  is  the  sole  power  of  Congress 
over  foreign  commerce;  it  has  power  to  lay  the 
duty  and  to  collect  it — this  is  the  extent.  The 
whole  power  of  Congress,  in  relation  to  foreign 
commerce,  is  exhausted  by  the  tariff,  and  by  the 
collection  of  it.  The  power  to  erect  lighthouses, 
is  one  which  belongs  to  this  power  of  "collecting 
duties,'"  and  not  to  the  power  of  "regulating  for- 
eign commerce."  The  great  object  of  duties  is 
revenue;  and  Congress  may  prohibit  altogether, 
or  it  may  qualify,  by  certain  regulations,  tne  en- 
trance of  goods  into  the  country.  Over  this  Con- 
gress has  entire  sovereignty.  Revenue  is  not, 
however,  the  exclusive  object  of  duties  ;  they  may 
be  laid  for  political  as  well  as  fiscal  purposes — to 
protect  our  rights — to  coerce  other  nations  to  jus- 
tice, or  to  requite  them  for  benefits,  and  also  to 
foster  domestic  industry. 

I  now  inquire,  what  is  the  power  intended  to 
be  granted  in  a  "power  to  regulate  commerce 
among  the  several  States?"  Congress  certainly 
have  nothing  to  do  with  the  buying  and  selling 
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of  internal  productions,  nor  can  it  lay  duties  on  j 
|MKK)rts  from  one  State  to  another  ;  trade  between 
^Tstates  IS  free — perfectly  free.  And,  with  re- 
lation to  imported  goods,  when  once  the  duties  on 
their  importation  are  paid,  those  goods  are  as  free 
as  if  they  were  the  growth  of  the  soil;  they  may 
be  carried  wherever  the  owner  pleases  to  carry 
them.  Congress  has  no  power  over  them  what-  ; 
soever.  What  then  is  the  power  of  Congress  over 
the  internal  trade  of  the  Stales  ?  None ;  it  has 
none  whatever.  To  what  then  does  the  clause 
relate?  Wholly  to  the  coa^ling  trade.  Owing  : 
to  the  extent  of  our  coast,  danger  exists ;  that,  in 
conducting  this  trade,  the  revenue  will  be  de- 
frauded ;  and  with  a  view  to  prevent  such  defraud- 
ing, the  Constitution  empowers  Congrc'^s  to  "reg- 
ulate" this  branch  of  commerce.  And  to  this  its 
power  extends,  and  no  farther.  If  this  is  so,  where 
is  the  basis  of  any  power-to  make  canals  ?  There 
is  no  substratum  for  such  a  power;  the  whole 
theory  is  a  mere  castle  in  the  air,  and  at  the  touch 
of  sober  investigation,  it  tumbles  into  ruins. 

The  next  clause  in  which  the  power  sought  for 
has  been  supposed  to  reside,  is  that  which  author- 
izes Congress  to  establish  post  offices  and  post 
roads. 

And  what  need  is  there  of  power  to  enforce  the 
use  of  a  post  road  ?  Does  any  State  resist  the  use 
of  its  roads  by  the  General  Government?  We 
must  remember  that  when  the  Constitution  was 
framed,  its  framers  had  respect  chieHy  to  the  old 
thirteen  States — Stales  already  in  a  stale  of  ad- 
vanced improvement,  abounding  with  roads  in  all 
directions.  And  looking  toward  such  a  state  of 
things,  all  ihat  this  clause  intended  was  to  give 
Congress  power  authoritatively  to  say  on  which 
of  these  roads  the  mail  should  travel.  What  is 
the  practice  which  has  ever  prevailed,  and  which 
still  prevails,  on  this  subject?  The  Slates  make 
and  preserve  the  roads,  and  the  General  Govern- 
ment uses  them.  No  jurisdiction  over  them  is 
surrendered  by  the  Stales. 

Mr.  W.  said  he  thought  ihat  the  reasoning 
which  had  been  employed  on  this  subject  by  the 
friends  of  the  bill,  was  improper  and  inapplicable; 
but,  having  been  used,  it  must  be  answered. 

The  States,  he  said,  originally  were  absolutely 
sovereign,  and  politically  omnipotent ;  they  vested 
certain  powers  in  a  General  Government  for  the 
general  defence  and  welfare.     Is  it  necessary  for 
the  general  defence  that  the  General  Government 
must  have  the  power  of  making  roads?     Surely, 
the  State  governments  must  have  been  deranged, 
if  they  intended  to  give  up  the  care  of  Jheir  own 
roads.     What  was  their  intention  ?     [Here  Mr. 
W.  read  several  clauses  of  the  Constitution,  and 
referred  to  the  " Federalist.''}     Here  all  powers 
over  local  and  municipal  mailers,  such  as  are  ne- 
cessary to  the  internal  prosperity,  are  reserved  to 
the  Stales.     Sir,  what  was  the  opinion  on  this 
subject  in  the  Stale  conventions  which  were  held 
on  the  question  of  adopting  the  Federal  Consti- 
luiion  ?    In  all  of  these  conventions  it  was  taken 
for  granted  that  municipal  powers  remained  to  the 
Stales — no  other  idea  entered  their  heads.     We 
havetheconlemporaneousconstructionsof  ihirleen 


independent  deliberative  bodies,  of  the  authors  of 
the  Federalist,  and  two  Presidents.  Sir,  the  evi- 
dence would  be  sufficient  to  convince  a  jury,  if 
capable  of  such  decision. 

If  you  attempt  to  establish  the  power  of  making 
roads,  as  one  belonging  to  the  General  Govern- 
rneni,  every  pillar  of  our  pohlical  fabric  is  laid 
prostrate  at  once,  and  the  Constitution  is  a  useless 
thing.  The  powers  as  granted  in  that  Constitu- 
tion are  either  concurrent  or  exclusive.  The 
power  of  war  and  peace  is  given  exclusively  to 
the  General  Government;  others  are  given  ex- 
clusively to  the  State  governments;  others  are 
concurrent — such,  for  example,  as  that  of  the  tax- 
ation of  land;  this  may  be  a  concurrent  power, 
because  its  exertion  by  neither  exhausts  the  sub- 
ject. But  It  is  not  so  with  the  power  over  roads. 
This  is  a  moral  subject,  a  moral  power — once  ex- 
ercised it  is  exhausted. 

According  tc  the  opposite  theory,  the  whole 
sovereignty  over  this  subject  lies  in  the  General 
Government ;  but  I  say,  on  the  contrary,  that  the 
whole  sovereignty  lies  in  the  Slates.  It  is  said 
that  the  power  of  making  roads  cannot  be  inju- 
rious to  the  people  ol  the  States,  but  must  be 
wholly  to  their  advantage.  Allow  me  to  put  a 
case.  The  Government  of  the  United  States 
think  it  expedient  to  make  a  road  from  New  York 
to  Buffalo,  and  to  put  toll  gales  upon  it — one  of 
these  toll  gates  near  Buffalo  is  destroyed  or  in- 
jured— theman  who  did  it  must  be  brought  five 
hundred  miles  to  be  tried  in  the  United  States 
court  for  a  trespass  of  the  value  of  two  and  six- 
[>ence.  Is  this  no  injury,  no  oppression,  sir?  It 
j  IS  treading  under  foot  the  State  jurisdiction — it  is 
prostrating  the  State  judiciary.  Sir,  it  brings  the 
interference  of  the  General  Governmenl  to  every 
man's  fireside,  and  is  calculated  to  render  it  odious 
j  to  a  free  people. 

1      Sir,  I  believe  I  may,  without  presumption,  say 
j  I  have  ever  been  a  friend  to  the  Federal  Govern- 
menl, and  so  have  I  ever  been  friendly  to  internal 
'  improvements,  and  have  promoted  them,  too,  sir, 
j  with  my  utmost  power,  in  my  own  sphere,  under 
j  a  legitimate  jurisdiction.    I  did  so  long  before  the 
1  great  canal  in  our  State  was  ever  thought  of. 
>  But,  however  noble,  however  beneficial,  the  con- 
( lemplated  plan  for  internal  improvement  may  be, 
j  lis  excellence  is  not  the  question  before  this  com- 
mittee.    The  simple  question  is  into  our  power  to 
i  execute  it.     Sir,  we  must  go  by  the  grand  land- 
]  marks  of  the  Constitution.     It  such  a  power  is 
!  really  necessary,  ask  the  people  for  it ;  they  are 
i  the  fountain  of  all  power,  and  they  will  never  re- 
{  fuse  to  grant   it.     Why  strain,  why  violate  the 
I  Constitution?     Why  break  down  one  pillar  after 
another  in  our  fair  temple  of  rational   liberty,  till 
I  the  whole  temple  lies  prostrate  in  the  dust  ?     No, 
sir,  we  have  begun  to  do  this,  but  let  us  siep  back ; 
our  acts,  thus  far,  are  not  irretrievable:  let  us 
wait  for  power  till  it  is  given  us;  the  small  delay 
can  do  no  injury. 

But,  sir,  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  and 
especially  from  New  Jersey,  has  talked  to  usabout 
a  new  era — a  political  millennium,  in  which  a 
new  faith  is  to  prevail,  far  more  liberal  than  the 
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old  fashioned  notions  of  our  fathers;  and,  in  a 
tone  of  menace  and  defiance,  has  told  us  that  at 
ihat  auspicious  period  our  voices  will  not  be 
heard.  Sir,  to  me.  this  is  ominous:  it  tells  me  in 
what  spirit  these  plans  are  projected;  and  the  ex- 
ultation already  visible  is,  in  my  view,  but  a  mel- 
ancholy presage  of  that  louder  shout  that  shall 
announce  a  perfect  victory  over  the  last  struggles 
of  the  expiring  constitutions. 

Mr.  Mallary,  of  Vermont,  said  that  he  was 
sensible  that  whoever  rose  to  oppose  the  bill  now 
before  the  House  must  be  liable  to  great  embar- 
rassments, in  consequence  of  the  recent  vole,  by 
which  it  appeared  ihat  a  decided  majority  was  in 
its  favor.  It  was  not  very  often  that  he  claimed 
the  attention  of  the  House,  but  he  viewed  this  bill 
as  a  part  of  a  system  of  measures  of  such  magni- 
tude, thai  he  should  reproach  himself  wiih  a  ne- 
glect of  duly  did  he  not  express  the  disapprobation 
ne  was  constrained  to  feel  towards  it.  He  was 
aware  that  the  subject  possessed  a  character  cal- 
culated to  excite  the  deepest  interest  and  solici- 
tude. So  important  did  some  gentlemen  view  it. 
that,  in  their  estimation,  the  Government  itself 
would  appear  contemptible  if  it  refused  to  carry 
into  execution  such  magnificent  policy;  and  it 
w^as  to  be  feared  that  the  opposer,  whatever  might 
be  his  real  motives,  would  appear  contracted  and 
illiberal. 

To  the  grandeur  of  the  plans  of  internal  im- 
provement, Mr.  M.  said,  he  was  not  insensible  ; 
their  utility,  he  acknowledged,  and  it  would  afford 
Lira  the  greatest  pleasure  to  concur  in  their  sup- 
port— he  would  say  more — he  could  join,  with  the 
most  ardent  enthusiasm,  in  aiding:  their  prosecu- 
tion, did  he  consider  himself  authorized  by  the 
Constitution  of  the  Union.  But,  as  he  at  present 
viewed  that  instrument — the  polar  star  of  our  le- 
gislation— it  had  intrusted  him  with  no  powers 
whatever,  on  the  subject.  His  views  might  be 
very  trite,  but,  such  as  they  were,  he  would  en- 
deavor, very  briefly,  to  present  them,  for  his  own 
vindication,  in  opposing  the  bill. 

The  first  inquiry  was,  as  to  the  character  of  the 
power  now  proposed  to  be  exercised  by  Congress. 
It  is  that  of  constructing  roads  and  canals  through- 
out the  territorial  limits  of  the  several  States,  of 
which  this  Confederacy  is  formed.  The  objects 
to  be  accomplished,  according  to  the  views  of  the 
honorable  Speaker, are, the distributionof ihelbrce, 
the  commerce,  and  intelligence,  of  the  nation. 
This  power,  if  it  exists  in  the  General  Govern- 
ment, must  be  an  original  power — an  exclusive 
power.  It  cannot  be  within  the  control  of  the 
several  States.  The  United  Slates  must  hold  it 
as  the  uncontrolled  .sovereign.  The  Slates  can 
never  interpose  any  interfering  claim.  The  Gen- 
eral Governmenl  may  enter  the  jurisdiction  of 
every  Slate,  and  seize  upon  the  soil,  for  such  roads 
and  canals  as  ii  may  choose  to  construct,  and 
forever  hold  it  by  iis  resistless  authority.  The 
State  governments  remain  secondary,  degraded, 
and  even  contemptible.  The  General  Govern- 
ment, lo-day,  takes  the  great  highway  from  New 
York  to  Burlington,  Vermont,  under  its  control. 
To-morrow,  it  seizes  on  some  other  great  avenue 
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from  one  part  of  a  State  to  another,  or  from  a 
Stale  to  lis  neighbor  Slate.  One  road  i?  taken, 
under  pretext  that  it  is  a  post  road,  and  necessary 
for  the  distribution  of  intelligence;  another  is 
taken,  for  the  more  convenient  distribution  of 
commerce ;  and  where  exists  a  more  tremendous 
power  ?  What  independence  can  exist  to  a  State, 
when  another  Government  assumes  the  preroga- 
liveof  holding  its  only  avenuesof  communication  ? 
All  this,  it  IS  true,  may  not  be  the  work  of  a  day, 
but,  when  once  begun,  the  power  of  the  Union  will 
proceed,  step  by  step,  till  at  last  the  State  govern- 
ments will  be,  virtually,  if  not  actually,  annihi- 
lated. 

This  is  the  power  of  the  General  Government, 
contended  for  by  the  advocates  of  internal  im- 
provement.    Is  it  given  by  the  Constitution? 

It  is  contended  that  the  expression  in  the  Con- 
stitution, that  Congress  shall  have  power  to  es- 
tablish post  offices  and  post  roads,  confers  an  un- 
limited power  over  roads  in  general.  W^hal  is  the 
fair  and  unefjuivocal  import  of  that  expression  ? 
Can  there  be  any  doubt  as  to  its  extent,  its  object  ? 
Is  it  not  clearly  and  unequivocally  defined  ?  Is 
there  any  other  end  in  view  than  the  ilistribulion  of 
intelligence,  as  the  honorable  Speaker  has  expressed 
it  ?  To  make  this  clause  a  pretext,  a  shield,  for 
the  accomplishment  of  other  objects,  must  be  an 
unwarrantable  exerciseof  usurped  authority.  Can 
the  General  Government  declare,  that,  having 
the  power  of  providing  for  the  distribution  of  the 
intelligence  ot  the  nation,  that  it  has,  also,  from 
the  same  source,  the  right  to  provide  for  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  commerce,  the  force,  of  the  nation? 
It  appears  to  me,  that  the  process  of  reasoning 
which  would  lead  to  such  conclusions,  is  mani- 
festly erroneous  and  absurd.  No  language  can  be 
more  precise,  clear,  and  intelligible.  Than  the 
clause  of  the  Constitution  alluded  to.  It  is  simply 
the  power  to  establish  post  offices  and  post  roads. 
What  else?     Nothing. 

Mr.  M.  said,  he  concurred  with  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Barbour,)  as  to 
the  application  and  use  of  the  word  "establish," 
as  used  in  the  Constitution.  It  was  intended  only 
a  power  to  designate  and  to  give  a  legal  character 
to  the  road  upon  which  the  mail  should  be  trans- 
ported, and  for  that  purpose  alone.  But,  supposing 
that  Congress  have  the  pc^ver  to  create  and  con- 
struct a  post  road,  the  most  liberal  construction 
would  not  allow  Congress  to  create  and  construct 
one,  and  exercise  jurisdiction  over  it  for  every 
other  purpose.  For  the  purpose  of  proving  that 
this  was  the  true  construction  of  the  clause  in 
question,  Mr.  M.  read  the  following  pas>ages  from 

the  Federalist : 

* 

"  In  the  first  piare.  it  is  to  be  remembered  that  the 
General  Cio>  eriimenl  is  nol  to  be  charged  with  the  whole 
power  of  making  and  adminiatenng  laws  :  ita  juris* 
diction  is  limited  to  certain  enumerated  objecU,  which 
concern  all  the  members  of  the  Republic,  but  which 
are  not  to  be  obtained  by  the  separate  provisions  of 
any.  The  subordinate  Governments,  which  can  ex- 
tend their  care  to  all  those  other  objects,  which  can  be 
separately  provided  for,  will  retain  their  due  authority 
and  ttcliviij,  &c.     A  second  observation  to  be  made, 
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is,  that  the  immediate  object  of  the  Federal  Conatitu- 
tion  is  to  secure  the  union  of  the  thirteen  primitive 
States,  &c. 

"  Let  it  be  remarked,  in  the  third  place,  that  the 
intercourse  throughout  the  Union  will  be  daily  facil- 
itated by  new  improvementji.  Roads  will  every  where 
be  shortened  and  kept  in  better  order  ;  accommoda- 
tions for  travellers  will  be  multiplied  and  meliorated  ; 
•n  interior  navigation,  on  our  eastern  side,  will  be 
opened  throughout  the  whole  extent  of  the  thirteen 
States.  The  communication  between  the  Western 
and  Atlantic  districts,  and  between  different  parts  of 
each,  will  be  rendered  more  and  more  easy  by  those 
numerous  canals,  with  which  the  beneficence  of  nature 
has  intersected  our  country,  and  which  art  finds  it  su 
little  difiicult  to  connect  and  complete." 

These  remarks,  said  Mr.  Mallary,  are  found 
in  the  great  cotnmenlary  on  our  Constitution  ; 
they  express  the  views  of  some  of  the  most  distin- 
guished statesmen  of  any  age  or  country  ;  of  men 
"who  assisted,  by  their  wisdom  and  intelligence, 
in  forming  the  Constitution  of  the  Confederacy. 
They  had  no  idea  that  the  General  Government 
would  undertake  to  construct  roads  and  canals, 
any  more  than  to  establish  public  houses  of  enter- 
tainment, to  multiply  and  meliorate  accommoda- 
tions for  travellers. 

The  honorable  Speaker,  said  Mr.  M.,  considers 
that  the  term  "  establish"  is  wholly  creative.  He 
has  illustrated  his  explanation  by  a  reference  to 
the  preamble  of  the  Constitution.  It  is,  "  We  the 
people  of  tne  United  Slates,  in  order  to  form  a 
more  perfect  union,  establish  justice,  &c.,  do  or- 
dain and  establish  this  Constitution,"  dec. 

It  seems  to  me,  said  Mr.  Mallary,  that  the 
honorable  Speaker  has  been  unfortunate  in  his 
illustration  of  his  views,  by  making  this  reference. 
Is  the  expression  "establish  justice,"  creative? 
If  so,  the  principles  of  justice  did  not  exist  among 
the  people  of  the  United  States  until  the  adoption 
of  the  Constitution.  It  would  have  been  a  very 
singular  preamble,  indeed,  if  the  people  had  said 
"  We,  in  order  to  form  a  more  perfect  union, 
create  justice."  The  meaning  of  the  expression 
must  l;e,  that  the  principles  ofjustice,  already  ex- 
isting, are  to  be  enforced  by  the  means  of  the 
Constitution.  Again,  it  declares  that  the  people 
do  "ordain  and  establish  this  Constitution."  The 
plan  and  frame  of  Government  had  been  formed 
by  a  Convention,  created  by  the  people  for  that 
purpose.  It  had  been  presented  to  the  people  for 
their  consideration.  Tliey  did  ordain  and  estab- 
lish this  prepared  plan  of  Government;  they,  by 
establishing  it,  gave  it  its  legal  character — its 
binding  effect.  The  same  may  be  said  of  that 
exercise  of  power  by  Congress,  when  they  declare 
and  establish  a  road,  constructed  by  a  State,  a 
post  road. 

But  it  seems  to  be  admitted  that  the  power  re- 
quired is  nowhere  expressly  given,  yet  that  it  is 
an  original  and  incidental  power  inherent  in  the 
Constitution.  Its  great  and  transcendent  char- 
acter has  been  described.  It  is  well  known  how 
great  was  the  anxiety  on  the  part  of  the  people  to 
preserve  their  Stale  sovereignties  as  little  impaired 
as  possible.     They  never  intended   to  confer  on 


the  General  Government  any  right  or  power  but 
such  as  could  not  with  safety  be  exercised  by 
themselves.  They  preferred  State  independence 
to  national  consolidation.  The  framers  of  the 
Constitution,  therefore,  employed  the  most  precise 
language,  and  described  the  minutest  objects,  the 
jurisdiction  over  which  the  States  were  called 
upon  to  surrender.  It  is,  therefore,  very  extraor- 
dinary that  the  power  now  claimed  as  so  indis- 
pensable to  the  existence  and  prosperity  of  the 
General  Government  should  never  have  been 
mentioned  at  all. 

The  Constitution  gives  to  Congress  exclusive 
jurisdiction  over  a  District,  ten   miles  square,  to 
be  the  immediate  seat  of  the   General   Govern- 
ment.    W'hat  could  be  more  clear  than  that  the 
General  Government  must  have  power  to  erect 
and  control   a  convenient  place  for  legislation? 
What  might,  with   more  certainty,   be  inferred, 
had  it  been  omitted,  and  what  more  safely  could 
have  been  omitted,  than  such  a  power?     Yet  we 
find  this  power  granted  in  express  terms.     So  of 
places  for  the  erection  of  forts.     Nothing  would 
seem  more  necessary  and  evident,  than  that  the 
General  Government,  being  charged  with  the  de- 
fence of  the  Union,  had  power  to  erect  fortresses 
in  that  defence,  wherever  it  might  deem  it  neces- 
sary.    Yet  we  find  this  point  guarded  with  the 
most  scrupulous  care.     No  fort  can  be  built,  no 
fortification  erected,  over  which  the  Government 
can  exercise  a  sovereign  control,  unless  the  soil 
on  which   they   may  stand   is  purchased   by  the 
consent  of  the  States.     The  same  provision  of  the 
Constitution  extends  to  the  sites  of  the  military 
posts,  arsenals,  and  dock   yards.     After  having 
given  to  the  Government  of^^the  Union  the  power 
to  raise   armies   and    build   navies,    how  readily 
I  might  incidental  powers  have  been  discovered,  by 
which  it  might  have  created  arsenals  and  dock 
yards,  and  governed  them  also.     But  the  framers 
of  that  instrument  never  thought  of  the  capacity 
of    modern    construction.     They   supposed    that 
nothing  was  left  to  presumption,  to  inference,  to 
j  opinion,  as  to  the  original  grant  of  power.  There- 
fore, express  provision  is  made,  that  Congress  can 
exercise  jurisdiction,  only  by  consent  of  the  State, 
over  the  soil  where  the  fort  or  arsenal  is  erected. 
Is  it  not  extraordinary  that,  in  one  instance,  the 
States  refuse  to  surrender  jurisdiction  to  an  acre 
of  land,  to  the  smallest  spot  for  a  national  object, 
until  their  consent  is  required,  and  yet,  in  another, 
they  intended  that  the  General  Government  should 
have  the  right,   by  implication,  to  command  all 
the  land  and  water  communications  of  the  na- 
tion?   Not  allow  Congress  to  interfere  with  a 
fool  of  soil  for  the  most  important  operations  of 
defence,  yet  allow  us  to  control  all  those  privileges 
which  render  the  soil  of  any  value!     In  giving, 
therefore,  a  just  construction  to  the  Constitution, 
we  ought  to  allow  it  consistency,  and,  to  its  sev- 
eral parts,  some  due  proportion  with  each  other. 

We  are  told  by  the  honorable  Speaker  that  it  is 
wholly  improper  to  leave  the  power  of  construct- 
inff  roads  and  other  improvements  to  the  States. 
Tbe  States,  he  tells  us,  will  always  make  them 
for  iheir  own   local   convenience;  they  will  not 
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extend  their  views  and  policy  so  as  to  confer  a  ! 
benefit  on  other  States,  much  less  on   the  Union  , 
at  large.    But  what  is  the  fact  ?    W^hen  one  State  ' 
opens  a  road,  does  it  not  take  into  view  the  road  ; 
of  another,  which  is  to  meet  the  first,  and  the 
places  to  which  it  may  lead  ?     Interest  alone  will  \ 
secure  this.     Can  gentlemen    point  out  in  New 
England,  for  example,  any  better  directions,  more  ' 
convenient  for  their  own  people  and  for  the  na-  j 
lion,  than  where  they  are  constructed?     Sir,  the  ' 
General  Government  can  never  have  more  intel- 
ligence or  wisdom  on  this  subject,  than  the  people  ' 
CI  the  Slates.     Why,  then,  interfere?    If  you  want 
post  roads,  they  must  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  peo-  t 
pie.     Wherever  you  find  people,  you  find  roads;  I 
and  to  establish   post  roads  where  there  are  no  ' 
people  to  enjoy  the  benefits,  would  be  very  useless  ; 
employment  for  an  enlightened  Government;  ill 
would  confer  but  little  honor  on  its  administra-  ' 
lion  to  exercise  its  power  in   the  distribution  of. 
intelligence  where  none  could   receive  its  bless-  ■ 
ings.     There  then  is  no   necessity  for  inference.  I 
It  would  be  as  useless  to  the  General  Government  ' 
as  vexatious  to  the  Slates,  supposing  the  claimed 
power  had  a  Constitutional  existence. 

It  has  been  asserted  that  the  General  Govern- 
ment may  exercise  its  exclusive  power  over  ob- 
jects of  a  national  character.  This,  I  contend,  is 
to  be  decided  by  the  Constitution.  A  great  vari- 
ety of  objects  are  both  State  and  national  in  their 
nature.  As  the  Union  is  composed  of  the  indi- 
vidual States,  whatever  afTects  a  part,  must,  in  a 
greater  or  less  degree,  aflfect  the  whole.  If  the 
General  Government  may  control  every  thing 
which,  by  a  liberal  construction,  may  be  deemed 
national,  the  States  hold  their  supposed  independ- 
ence by  a  miserable  tenure.  We  have  been  told 
that  the  object  is  national  w^here  it  cannot  be  ac- 
complished by  the  exertions  of  a  single  State. 
There  the  power  of  the  Union  is  indispensably  ne- 
cessary. To  illustrate  this,  we  are  referred  to 
proposed  canals  between  different  States.  Let 
me  refer  to  the  existing  roads  between  the  same 
States.  How  are  they  constructed?  Has  a  want 
of  power  ever  been  discovered  ?  If  they  are  com- 
petent to  make  roads,  are  they  not  as  competent 
in  power  to  make  canals?  If  canals  between 
States  are  of  national  character,  are  not  the  roads 
national  which  pass  from  State  to  State?  If  the 
General  Government  has  the  power  over  canals, 
has  it  not  equal  power  over  roads  which  may 
happen  to  connect  two  States?  If  it  has  the 
power  over  roads  which  pass  their  boundaries, 
has  it  not  the  right  to  seize  on  all  the  roads  of  a 
State — as  their  connexion  is  indispensable?  If 
so,  as  has  been  asked,  in  what  does  the  independ- 
ence of  a  State  consist? 

Again,  admit  that  the  power  exists  in  the  Gen- 
eral Government  to  distribute  the  force  and  com- 
merce of  the  nation,  and  that  it  employ  all  conve- 
nient means  to  carry  that  power  into  execution. 
Let  us  see  its  operation.  The  Stale  of  New  York  ' 
has  displayed  a  noble  spirit  of  liberality,  enter- 1 
prise,  and  perseverance,  in  effecting,  by  her  own 
resources,  her  great  Western  canal.  Accumula- 
ting streams  of  commerce  flow  in  all  directions  to 


her  emporium.  You  now  cross  the  Alleghany 
with  your  canal  at  our  common  expense.  The 
people  of  the  centre  of  the  Union,  from  East  to 
West,  may  believe  that  an  equal  share  of  com- 
merce does  not  fall  to  their  portion;  that  too 
much  is  enjoyed  by  the  North,  and  that  there 
ought  to  be  a  more  equitable  distribution.  It  be- 
comes necessary  to  control  the  New  York  canals. 
They  may  be  purchased.  If  New  York  should 
demand  too  much,  or  prove  refractory,  the  Gren- 
eral  Government  have  only  to  say.  We  want 
these  water  courses,  as  the  means  of  distributing 
the  force,  the  commerce,  the  intelligence  of  the  na- 
tion, according  to  the  language  of  the  honorable 
Speaker,  and  we  must  have  them.  Would  the 
people  of  New  York  readily  consent  to  this? 
Would  they  look  with  composure  on  this  exercise 
of  authority — to  see  the  representatives  of  Ver- 
mont, Georgia,  Kentucky,  and  Pennsylvania,  me- 
ting out  that  portion  of  commerce  which  should 
pass  through  their  Slate  ?  Would  they  be  pleased 
to  hear  Congress  declare  that  toe  much  commerce 
found  its  way  to  market  at  New  York,  and  too 
little  found  its  way  across  the  Alleghany  to  Balti- 
more and  Philadelphia?  Ought  not  Congress, 
therefore,  to  be  careful  how  they  assume  this 
power  by  construction  ? 

The  Constitution  itself  lays  it  down  as  a  uni- 
versal principle  of  its  own  construction,  that  all 
powers,  not  granted  to  the  General,  are  reserved 
to  the  Stale  governments.  But  it  appears  to  me 
that  the  interpretation  demanded  by  the  support- 
ers of  the  bill  proceeds  from  a  contrary  rule — that 
all  power,  not  expressly  reserved  to  the  States, 
must,  of  course,  be  vested  in  the  Government  of 
the  Union.  The  rule  of  proceeding  would  seem 
now  to  be,  to  find  some  object  which  would  be 
convenient  for  the  Union  to  have  accomplished, 
and  then  hunt  up  some  hidden  power  in  the  Con- 
stitution to  justify  the  measure.  I  cannot  find,  in 
the  writings  of  any  statesman,  or  in  the  discus- 
sions of  the  day,  when  the  Constitution  was 
adopted,  any  idea  that  the  power  now  asked  to  be 
exercised  ever  existed  in  the  national  charter. 
No,  sir,  such  were  the  apprehensions  of  the  times, 
that,  had  this  power  been  proposed  to  be  given  to 
the  Federal  Government,  the  States  would  have 
as  soon  abandoned  their  sovereignty  and  returned 
to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  mother  country,  as  have 
surrendered  it. 

Mr.  Chairman,  let  me  call  your  attention  to 
another  view  of  the  subject.  There  is  a  tendency 
in  the  General  Government  to  accumulate  its  own 
powers.  It  has  the  purse,  the  sword,  and  undi- 
vided exertion.  The  States  are  divided,  and  can 
seldom  act  in  concert.  An  injury  to  one  is  not 
fell  by  the  other.  The  General  Government  con- 
strues Its  own  powers,  and  can  enforce  its  own 
construction  by  the  arm  of  the  nation.  The  Slates, 
separately,  are  weak  and  impotent.  When  they 
claim  their  powers,  the  Federal  Government  is 
the  judo^e  of  its  right,  under  a  predisposition  in 
favor  ofits  own  privileges.  If  a  Stale  is  right,  it 
is  powerless;  if  the  General  Government  is  wrong, 
it  IS  also  resistless. 

The  power  claimed  is  said  to  be  of  the  most 
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beneficial  tendency.  It  will  be  the  means  of  pre- 
serving the  Union;  of  mo-t  effectually  uniting 
them."  Yes,  s.ir,  it  may  unite  the  States,  it  may 
chain  them  together,  but  at  the  price  of  their  m- 
dependence.  It  is  the  States  which  are  to  be  the 
great  nurseries  of  republicanism.  It  is  there  that 
consolidation  is  to  be  resisted — aristocracy  coun- 
teracted. When  you  strike  at  the  independence 
of  State  power,  you  strike  at  the  root  of  your  re- 
publican institutions.  Preserve  that  independence 
untouched  and  entire,  as  your  Constitution  in- 
tended. Give  the  State  government>  some  of  the 
benefits  of  construction,  and  not  U5e  it  wholly 
against  them. 

If  consolidation  of  the  States  was  the  express 
and  avowed  object  of  the  bill,  could  any  measure 
be  more  politic  and  wise?  Congress  declares  to- 
day to  Vermont,  that  we  must  regulate  and  dis- 
trioute  your  commerce  in  a  manner  more  bene- 
ficial than  you  have  ever  done.  We  will  take 
under  our  care  your  roads  to  other  States;  we  will 
open  for  you  a  canal — for  your  benefit  as  well  as 
for  the  Union;  but  we  claim  and  will  hold  juris- 
diction. If  Vermont  is  opposed,  no  other  State 
takes  any  interest  in  her  concerns.  Congress 
wields  the  whole  force  of  the  Confederacy.  The 
State  mu>t  submit.  The  General  Government 
next  enters  Jersey,  and  opens  a  canal  through  that 
State.  The  same  difficulties  arise,  and  the  same 
result  follows  irresistibly.     It  then  turns  to  Dela- 


'  by  a  statement,  exhibiting  the  value  of  the  trade 
which  the  United  Stales  held  with  Greece,  Asia 
Minor,  and  Egypt,  during  the  years  1S20,  1821, 
and  1822,  prepared  in  obedience  to  the  resolution 
adopted  on  the  2d  instant ;  which  report  and  state- 
ment were  laid  on  the  table. 

TheCommitteeonthe  Judiciary  were  discharged 
from  the  consideration  of  the  petitions  of  George 
Taylor;  of  merchants  and  underwriters  of  Alex- 
andria, m  the  District  of  Columbia  ;  of  the  execu- 
tors of  the  will  of  Thomas  Chapman,  of  South 
Carolina  ;  and  of  the  ninth  convention  of  the  Man- 
umission Society  of  the  State  of  Tt-nnes.see;  and 
the  said  petitions  were  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  PLUMER.of  New  Hampshire,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  William  Nichols  Earle;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Vinton,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph 
Wood,  of  Ohio."  reported  the  same  without 
amendment,  and  it  was  committed  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  MlLane,  of  Delaware,  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Francis  G.  Macy,  and  others,  made  a 
report  thereon,  accompanied   by  a  bill,   releasing 

the  owners  of  the  ship  General  Jack-<on  from  the 

ware;  and,  in  succes>ion,  passes  from  State  to ';  payment  of  certain  duties;  which  bill  was  read 
Slate,  encountering  each  one  singly,  with  its  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  ibe 
whole  strenffth,  influence,  and  patronage,  and  the    VV  hole. 

multiplied  rf.eans  which  must  always  be  under  it>  1  Mr.  McL.\nf..  trom  the  same  committee,  made 
control.  What,  then,  mu.-t  be  the  condition  of  j  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Bernard  Thoolt,  accom- 
the  individual  States,  I  again  repeat,  when  these  1  panied  by  a  bill,  authorizing  the  issuing  of  deben- 
splendid  objects  are  accomplished?  If  they  re-  { tures  to  the  petitioner ;  which  bill  was  read  twice, 
monstrate  against  the  policy  of  the  Government,  I  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
They  may  be  told  thai  Congress  holds  the  avenues 
of  the  States.  If  they  intimate  that  the  General 
Government  expound;  the  Constitution  too  liber- 
ally, that  incidental  powers  are  becoming  too  nu- 
merous at  the  Seat  of  Government,  they  may  be 
told  that  Congress  already  holds  the  power  to  dis- 
tribute the  force  of  the  nation,  as  well  as  its  com- 
merce and  intelligence. 

To  his  view,  said  Mr.  M.,  in  conclusion,  the 
power  contended  for  is  of  vast  importance.  It  is 
admitted  that  it  is  not  expressly  given.  It  was 
assuming  an  awful  responsibility,  on  the  part  of 
Congress,  to  take  it  by  a  doubtful  construction ;  a 
construction  not  necessary  for  the  existence  of  the 
General  Government,  but  which  would  terminate 
in  the  prostration  of  the  States.  He  was,  there- 
fore, bound,  by  a  deliberate  conviction  of  duty,  to 
oppose  any  and  every  form  of  its  exercise. 

Mr.  RANooLeH  moved  that  the  bill  bn  recom- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole.  This  mo- 
tion (it  i?  supposed  with  a  view  to  allow  the 
Speaker  to  take  part  in  the  debate)  was  carried — 
yeas  106. 


Friday,  January  16. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompanied 


Mr.  McLane.  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  was  referred,  on  the  14th  instant,  a  memo- 
rial of  the  Legislature  of  the  Territory  of  Arkan- 
sas, with  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  thereon, 
reported  a  bill,  making  an  appropriation  towards 
the  extinguishment  of  the  U,uapau  title  to  lands  in 
the  Territory  of  Arkansas ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  H.vMiLTO.N,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  made  a  report  on  the  memorial  of 
the  trustees  of  the  church  of  St.  Anne,  in  Detroit, 
in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  accompanied  by  a 
bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Corporation  of  the  Church 
of  St.  Anne,  Detroit,  and  to  authorize  the  exten- 
sion of  Larned  street,  m  the  town  of  Detroit;  which 
bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Scott,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  ti)  which  had  been  referred  sundry  peti- 
tions and  memorials  upon  the  subject  of  land 
cl.iims  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  reported  a  bill, 
enabling  the  claimants  to  lands  within  the  limits 
of  the  Slate  of  Missouri  to  institute  proceedings 
to  try  the  validity  of  their  claims ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cook,  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  whether 
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any,  and.  if  any,  what,  proviMon  is  proper  to  be 
made,  to  enable  the  holders  of  claims  to  land  in 
Illinois,  confirmed  to  them  by  the  Governors  of 
the  Northwestern  Territory,  and  which  were  af- 
terwards rejected  by  the  Board  of  Commissioners 
appointed  to  revise  such  confirmations,  to  try  and 
determine  the  validity  of  their  claims,  and.  in  the 
event  of  their  appearing  vaiid,  to  receive  compen- 
sation therefor. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Horart,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  repealing  so  much  of  the  act, 
entitled  "An  act  laying  a  duty  on  imported  salt, 
granting  a  bounty  on  pickled  fish  exported,  and 
allowances  to  certain  vessels  employed  in  the  fish- 
eries," passed  29th  July.  1S13,  as  authorizes  a 
bounty  on  pickled  fish  exported,  and  of  granting, 
in  lieu  thereof,  an  allowance  on  the  tonnage  of 
vessels  employed  in  the  mackerel  fi>heries.  in  the 
same  way  as  to  vessels  employed  in  the  bank  and 
other  cod  fisheries. 

Mr.  ToMLiNsoN  laid  the  lollowing  resolution 
on  the  table,  for  consideration  on  to-morrow,  viz: 

Resolved,  Th»t  the  CornmiMioncrs  of  the  Navy 
HospttaU  be  directed  to  report  to  this  House  the 
imount  of  the  sums  which  they  have  received  and  ex- 
pended hy  virtue  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  estab- 
lishing Navj  Hospitals,"  the  balance  remaining  in 
their  hands  on  ihe  31st  oi  December,  1823,  designat- 
ing the  sum  which  has  been  "absorbed  in  the  pay  of 
the  Navy,  and  which  is  due  to  the  Hospital  Fund," 
and  what  measures  they  have  adopted  to  carry  into 
effect  the  provuion?  ot  the  said  act. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stewart,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
exj)ediency  of  authorizing  the  proper  accounting 
officers  to  settle  lhe_ accounts  of  James  Whaley, 
late  a  captain  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
according  to  the  principles  of  justice  and  equity. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  '"An  act  authorizing 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  to  pur- 
chase the  seven  per  cent,  stock  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  year  1824,'"  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  further  extending  the  term 
of  half-pay  pensions  to  the  widows  and  children 
of  officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  who  died  in  the 
public  service,"  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs. 

INVALID  PENSIONERS. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  concerning  Invalid  Pensioners. 

Mr.  Little  moved  an  amendment,  adding  the 
names  of  certain  individuals  to  the  list  of  those 
contained  in  the  bill;  some  conversation  took 
place  on  this  amendment  which  was  at  length 
adopted. 

.Mr.  Cocke  moved  that  the  bill  be  further 
amended,  by  striking  out  the  name  of  James  Royal, 
[who  was  wounded  by  an  explosion  at  a/fW  dejou, 
in  celebration  of  a  victory.] 

Mr.  Little  stated,  that  the  committee  had  in- 
serted this  case  on  the  principle  that,  if  a  soldier 
was  wounded  m  the  performance  of  any  lawful 


order  of  his  commanding  officer,  he  was  as  much 
entitled  to  a  pension  as  if  it  hap[)ened  in  battle. 

Mr.  Tavlor  assented  to  this  principle,  but 
doubted  the  fact,  and  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
papers  in  the  case.     The  papers  were  read. 

Mr.  Allen  observed  that  his  knowledge  of  th« 
individual  in  question,  and  the  circumstances  at- 
tending his  case,  compelled  him  to  oppose  the 
amendment  offered  by  his  honorable  colleague. 

Sir,  this  bill  is  intended  for  the  relief  of  an  un- 
fortunate man,  who»e  devotion  to  his  country  has 
cost  him  every  earthly  blessing.  After  serving  a 
tour  of  duty  in  the  late  war,  he  joined  hi*  com- 
rades, in  a  public  demonstration  of  joy  and  satis- 
faction at  the  success  that  attended  a  cause  which 
every  patriot  then  fell  interested  in.  At  this  meet- 
ing a  cannon  exploded,  and  wounded  him  in  the 
most  shocking  manner,  leaving  him  ever  since 
blind  and  helpless. 

I  am  aware  that  it  will  be  said,  the  time  and 
place  this  accident  occurred,  will  not  bring  it 
within  the  principle  that  governs  Congress  in 
granting  pensions.  I  confess  that,  without  reflec- 
tion, this  objection  had  its  weight  with  me  ;  but, 
when  all  the  circumstances  have  been  considered, 
I  am  fully  persuaded  it  will  be  found  within  the 
spirit  and  meaning  of  the  policy  that  ever  has 
governed  this  or  any  other  country,  in  mitigating 
the  calamity  that  war  inflicts  on  those  that  venture 
their  lives  in  support  of  it. 

Although  this  man  was  not  engaged  in  an  act 
strictly  in  the  line  of  a  soldier's  duty,  it  was  an  act 
of  infinite  service  to  the  country — it  was  one  which 
every  friend  to  his  country  fell  himself  called  upon 
to  perform. 

Yes,  sir,  at  that  critical  juncture  an  expression 
of  public  opinion  was  all-important — it  gave  new 
life  and  vigor  to  a  doubtful  contest. 

Who  is  it  that  does  not  recollect  the  efforts  made 
at  that  time  by  unprincipled  men  to  impress  the 
enemy  with  a  belief,  that  the  war  was  not  a  war 
of  the  people.  The  Hartford  Convention  and 
other  mischievous  engines  were  busily  employed 
distracting  public  sentiment.  The  Treasury  was 
drained  of  its  last  dollar,  public  credit  at  the  low- 
est ebb,  and  the  soldiers  sent  home  without  pay. 
At  such  a  time  was  it  not  praise-worthy  to  rouse 
the  patriotism  of  the  nation  by  celebrating  its  vic- 
tories and  publicly  proclaiming  the  attachment  of 
the  people  ?  Yes,  sir,  victorious  battles  themselves 
did  not  do  the  case  more  service  than  such  meet- 
ings. This  man  willingly  engaged  in  both,  it  was 
his  misfortune  to  be  sacrificed  in  that  kind  of  ser- 
vice which  was  voluntary,  but  not  less  acceptable 
on  that  account. 

I  ask  then,  is  it  fair  to  exclude  him  from  all  the 
bounty  the  nation  has  so  liberally  bestowed,  as 
well  upon  unfortunate  sufferers  in  the  shape  of 
pensions,  as  in  swords  and  medals  for  meritorious 
achievements?  His  case  is  recommended  both 
by  merit  and  unexampled  suffering,  he  has  no 
where  else  to  go  for  relief;  be  has  tried  private 
charity,  and  found  it  too  precarious  a  dependence. 
The  municipal  regulations  of  counties  and  corpo- 
rations close  the  door  against  him,  because  it  was 
not  their  cause  alone  that  made  him  a  paui)er.     Is 
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principle,  human  or  divine,  that  would  be  violated 
by  doinff  that  which  we  all  believe  to  be  right  7 


death  the  only  friend  left  to  relieve  him?  I  hope 
not;  his  country  owes  him  a  support,  and  Con- 
gress has  the  power  of  granting  it  without  danger 
from  precedent,  because  there  is  no  other  case  like 
it.  It  is  an  extraordinary  one  indeed,  and  one 
which  ought  not  to  be  met  by  cold  calculations 
and  deductions  drawn  from  fixed  principles  in- 
tended for  general  purposes.  It  i-s  not  by  rules 
and  forms  that  he  expects  a  magnanimous  nation 
to  judge  him.  Is  there  any  one  m  this  House  that 
would  not  give  to  this  unfortunate  man  his  sight, 
had  he  the  power  to  do  so  ?  Why  then  withhold 
the  only  remnant  of  comfort  left  ?     Is  there  any 

If  we  believe  the  war  made  him  blind,  we  must 
believe  the  authors  of  it  ought  to  support  him. 

Sir,  I  like  to  act  from  principle  in  legislation, 
but  it  must  be  principle  that  does  no  violence  to 
my  judgment  and  feelings.  There  is  a  principle 
of  right  and  wrong,  implanted  by  nature,  which 
cannot  be  misunderstood.  I  will  take  it  for  my 
guide  in  voting  for  this  bill. 

On  the  question  being  taken,  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Cocke  was  agreed  to,  and  the  name  stricken  out. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  as  amended,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McDl'ffie,  the  House  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  on  the  resolution  by  him  reported  from  a 
select  committee,  for  amending  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  respecting  the  choice  of 
Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President. 

Mr.  FoBSYTH,  of  Georgia,  was  desirous  that 
the  consideration  of  this  subject  should  be  post- 
poned. He  had  not  had  opportunity  to  prepare 
nimself  to  discuss  it,  and  he  asked  it  from  the 
courtesy  of  the  mover,  that  the  subject  should  not 
be  pressed  at  this  time.  He  had  a  further  reason. 
It  was  known  to  all  that  the  Senate  was  now  oc- 
cupied on  the  same  subject,  and  he  was  desirous 
to  wait,  and  first  see  whether  that  branch  of  Con- 
gress could  not  come  to  some  decision  in  respect 
to  it;  and  he  moved  that  the  Committee  rise. 

Mr.  McDuffie  said,  that  he  had  given  notice  of 
the  present  discussion  three  weeks  ago,  and  the 
notice  bad  been  repeated,  from  time  to  time,  ever 
since.  It  was  probable  the  subject  would  occupy 
the  House  more  than  the  present  day  ;  and.  as  it 
bad  been  usual,  thus  far  in  the  present  session,  to 
adjourn  over  from  Friday  to  Monday,  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia  could  have  time  to  prepare 
himself  before  any  question  should  be  taken  on  the 
resolutions ;  he,  therefore,  could  not  consent  to  de- 
ler  the  discussion. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  motion  to  rise, 
it  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  McDdffie,  of  South  Carolina,  commenced 
by  remarking,  that,  entertaining  a  deep  conviction 
that  the  harmony  of  the  Union,  and  the  purity  of 
the  Governnunt,  were  essentially  involved  in  the 
proposed,  amendment,  he  could  not  but  congratu- 
late the  Committee  and  the  country  upon  the  pro- 
piiious  combination  of  circumstances  under  which 


it  would  now  be  investigated.  While  the  current 
events  of  our  history,  said  he,  furnish  a  practical 
and  impressive  exhibition  of  the  evil  tendencies 
of  our  system,  in  that  department  which  it  had 
been  found  roost  difficult  to  organize,  we  shall  be 
shielded  from  the  imputation  of  acting  with  a 
view  to  personal  objects,  or  under  the  influence  of 
temporary  considerations,  by  the  moral,  I  may  al- 
most say,  the  physical  impossibility  of  consummat- 
ing the  amendment  in  time  for  it  to  operate  in  the 
approaching  election  for  the  Presidency. 

In  bringing  forward  a  proposition  so  fundamen- 
tal in  its  character,  and  calculated,  in  my  opinion, 
to  exert  a  lasting  influence  upon  the  happiness  of 
future  generations,  it  is  a  source  of  sincere  gratifi- 
cation to  reflect,  that  the  measure  does  not  rest 
upon  the  recommendation  of  an  individual  so 
humble  and  inexperienced  as  myself,  but  that  its 
leading  provisions  (subject  to  some  subordinate 
modifications,  which,  I  hope,  will  be  adopted)  are 
approved  and  sanctioned  by  many  of  the  most 
profound  and  experienced  statesmen  of  the  coun- 
try. This  proposition  has  been  for  more  than 
eight  years  before  the  nation  ;  it  was  recommend- 
ed by  a  majority  of  the  States,  and  a  change  has 
been  anxiously  desired  by  a  large  majority  of  the 
American  people.  When,  to  the  imposing  weight 
of  these  circumstances,  we  add  the  consideration, 
that  the  great  body  of  the  people  are,  at  this  mo- 
ment, deeply  and  justly  excited  upon  the  subject, 
it  must  be  apparent  to  every  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee, that  this  proposition  comes  before  us  with 
a  weight  of  authority  which  imperatively  de- 
mands, and  will  undoubtedly  secure  for  it,  the 
most  solemn  and  dispassionate  consideration. 

I  am  not  unaware  of  the  difficulty  which  must  be 
encountered  at  the  very  threshold  of  an  investiga- 
tion having  for  its  object  a  fundamental  change 
in  the  Constitution  of  the  country.  There  is  a 
general  indisposition  to  touch  that  instrument, 
proceeding,  I  believe,  from  a  sort  of  vague  and 
indefinite  apprehension  that  it  may  give  rise  to  a 
spirit  of  innovation  more  dangerous  than  even  the 
acknowledged  vices  of  the  system  itself.  As  I 
know  these  to  be  the  views  of  several  honorable 
members,  I  feel  that  I  am  called  upon  by  the  oc- 
casion to  present  some  general  views  of  what  I 
deem  to  be  the  true  theory  and  philosophy  of  Con- 
stitutional amendments. 

The  dread  of  innovation,  by  which  some  gen- 
tlemen are  restrained  from  giving  their  sanction  to 
amendments,  which  they  believe  to  be  judicious 
in  themselves,  may  be  traced,  said  Mr.  McD.,  to 
the  history  of  simple  democracies,  or  of  countries 
in  a  revolutionary  stale.  In  the  ancient  republics, 
for  example,  where  popular  oratory  exerted  an  ab- 
solute ascendency  over  the  passions  of  the  multi- 
tude, it  was  necessary  to  secure  the  existing  insti- 
tutions against  the  fluctuating  movements  of  the 
popular  will,  by  all  the  barriers  of  superstition  and 
public  opinion.  The  history  of  republican  France, 
recorded  in  the  blood  of  the  various  factions 
which  were  successively  thrown  up  and  destroyed 
by  the  universal  commotion  of  the  political  ele- 
ments, is  a  striking  illustration  of  the  tendency  to 
perpetual  changes  while  a  country  is  in  a  slate  of 
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revolution.  But  these  examples,  while  they  show 
the  dangerous  tendency  to  innovation,  in  certain 
forms  of  government,  and  certain  conditions  of 
society,  indicate,  at  the  same  time,  a  distinction 
which  will  warrant  me  in  the  assertion  that  our 
tendency  is  of  an  opposite  kind.  Indeed,  nothing 
■can  be  more  true,  in  relation  to  countries  in  a  state 
of  political  tranquillity,  than  ihe  proposition  con- 
tained in  the  document  which  proclaimed  us  a 
free  people;  "that  mankind  are  more  disposed  to 
aufl'er,  while  evilsare  sufferable,  than  to  right  them- 
selves, by  throwing  off"  the  forms  to  which  they 
have  been  accustomed." 

But  It  has  often  been  urged  in  conversation, 
that,  by  making  amendments  of  the  Constitution, 
*  we  should  impair  the  popular  veneration  for  that 
instrument.  This  may  be  true,  and  doubtless'is 
true,  of  governments  founded  upon  injustice  and 
usurpation,  and  resting,  for  their  security,  upon 
the  ignorance  of  the  people.  It  is  unsafe  to  sub- 
ject to  the  scrutiny  of  reason,  institutions  which 
cannot  stand  the  test  ot  investigation.  But 
nothing  can  be  more  dangerous  than  the  inculca- 
tion of  this  sort  of  superstitious  idolatry  in  this 
country.  Its  inevitable  tendency  is  to  confound 
the  vices  of  our  system,  with  the  system  itself; 
and,  in  that  way,  to  convert  the  best  feelings  of 
the  community  into  the  means  of  preventing  the 
correction  of  imperfections,  which  time  must  dis- 
close, in  all  human  institutions,  and  of  perpetuat- 
ing abuses,  from  which  no  government,  adminis- 
tered by  men,  has  ever  been  exempted. 

We  should  never  forget  (what  is  our  proud  dis- 
tinction) thai  this  Government  is  founded  upon 
the  intelligence  of  the  people;  and  that,  in  pro- 
portion as  their  veneration  and  attachment  for  the 
Constitution  proceeds  from  a  discriminating  at- 
tention to  Its  practical  operation,  in  the  same  pro- 
portion will  their  liberties  be  secure  and  the  Gov- 
ernment preserved  in  iis  purity. 

it  is,  indeed,  one  of  the  most  important  rights 
of  a  free  people  lo  make  those  gradual  changes  in 
their  political  institutions,  which  may  be  indi- 
■cated  by  the  changes   in   the  social  system,  the 

firogress  of  intelligence,  and,  above  all,  by  the 
ighis  of  experience.  It  is  in  this  way,  and  in 
this  way  only,  that  the  Constitution  of  a  country 
can  be  adapted  to  the  condition  and  circumstances 
of  the  people  whose  liberty  it  is  intended  to  secure. 
No  constitutional  provision  can  be  wise  which 
has  not  this  peculiar  adaptation  ;  and  no  part  of 
the  Constitution  evinces  the  wisdom  of  the  Con- 
vention more  clearly  than  the  provision  made  for 
its  amendment. 

This,  said  he,  is  an  age  distinguished  for  im- 
provements in  ihescienceof  Government.  Within 
the  last  fifty  years  it  has  made  more  signal  ad- 
vances than  at  any  former  period  of  the  world. 
Within  that  time,  we  have  ourselves  made  a  great 

Eolitical  experiment,  which  is  destined,  I  trust,  to 
a  ve  a  lasting  influence  on  the  afl'airs  of  mankind. 
But  it  cannot  be  disguised  ihal  the  Executive  de- 
partment of  this  Governnvent  was  organized  by 
the  Convention,  without  any  of  those  benefits  of 
experience  which  aided  them  in  the  establishment 
of  the  other  departments.     Representative  assem- 


blies had  existed  here  from  the  first  settlement  of 
the  country,  to  say  nothing  of  the  experience  of 
England.  A  similar  remark  may  be  made  of  the 
Judicial  department.  But  the  world  had  never 
witnessed  the  spectacle  of  an  elective  Chief  Ma- 
gistrate, presiding  over  so  extensive  a  country, 
containing  millions  of  freemen,  from  whom  his 
authority  was  at  least  intended  to  be  a  direct 
emanation.  And,  accordingly,  said  Mr.  McD., 
we  find  the  provisions  for  electing  the  Chief  Ma- 
gistrate of  the  Republic  more  imperfect,  in  their 
actual  operation,  than  any  contained  in  the  Con- 
stitution ;  though,  at  the  lime  of  its  adoption, 
those  provisions  were  believed  to  be  the  most  un- 
exceptionable of  all.  We  must,  therefore,  make 
up  our  minds  to  examine  and  expose  the  vices  of 
the  system  ;  and  nothing  can  more  clearly  show 
the  safety  with  which  this  may  be  done,  than  a  par- 
ticular investigation  of  the  process  through  which 
every  amendment  must  pass  before  it  can  become 
a  part  of  the  Constitution.  To  effect  any  change, 
the  concurrence  of  two-thirds  of  both  branches  of 
Congress,  and  three-fourths  of  the  Stale  Legisla- 
tures, is  indispensably  necessary.  Is  it  possible, 
then,  that  any  change  can  be  precipitately  made, 
under  ihe  influence  of  temporary  delusion  ?  I 
will  venture  to  predict  that  no  amendment  will 
ever  be  adopted  that  is  not  sanctioned  by  the  de- 
liberate sense  of  a  decided  majority  of  the  people, 
long  and  steadily  maintained.  This  is  conclu- 
sively demonstrated  by  the  history  of  the  very 
proposition  we  are  now  discussing.  It  has  been 
more  than  eight  years  before  the  people,  and  has 
been  constantly  gaining  ground  during  the  whole 
of  that  period.  It  was  originated  by  the  intelli- 
gent, patriotic,  and  unpretending  State  of  North 
Carolina  ;  a  State  which  is  honorably  identified 
with  one  great  era  in  our  political  history,  and  I 
sincerely  hope  it  is  her  destiny  lo  be  associated 
with  another,  in  my  opinion,  not  much  less  im- 
portant. I  believe  history  will  accord  to  her  the 
honor  of  having  first  made  a  declaration  in  favor 
of  the  national  independence  ;  and,  if  this  amend- 
ment should  be  adopted,  (as  it  certainly  will  be, 
at  no  distant  period,)  she  will  have  another  title 
to  the  lasting  gratitude  of  the  nation.     Her  pro- 

Eosiiion  was  sanctioned  by  a  majority  of  the  State 
legislatures — I  believe,  by  nearly  three-fourths  of 
them — and,  in  several  instances,  by  an  unani- 
mous vote.  It  has  been  repeatedly  discus.sed  in 
Congress,  and  as  repeatedly  passed  by  two- thirds 
of  the  Senate ;  and,  in  one  instance,  it  wanted 
but  three  or  four  votes  of  a  Constitutional  major- 
ity in  the  House  of  Representatives.  Now,  said 
Mr.  McD.,  there  is  no  political  principle  more 
undeniable  than  that  the  deliberate  opinion  and 
settled  conviction  of  a  majority  of  the  people,  in 
a  Government  recognising  in  them  the  right  and 
the  capacity  of  self-government,  ought  to  prevail 
over  the  will  of  the  minority,  even  in  relation  to 
the  Constitution.  Why,  then,  it  may  be  asked, 
does  that  instrument  require,  for  an  amendment, 
1  the  concurrence  of  more  than  a  majority  ?  I  an- 
j  swer,  for  the  very  wisest  of  purposes ;  but  not, 
surely,  to  give  the  permanent  ascendency  to  the 
1  opinion  of  the  minority.     This  requirement  was 
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intended  for  no  other  purpose,  than  to  prevent 
hasty  and  inconsiderate  changes,  and  lo  give 
time  for  reflection  and  deliberation.  But  when 
the  sense  of  a  decided  majority  of  the  community 
is  permanently  and  unalterably  settled  down  in 
favor  of  any  amendment,  the  end  of  this  provi- 
sion IS  anj^wered,  and  the  minority  ought  to  yield. 
I  will  not  say,  that  they  have  not  the  Constitu- 
tional right,  as  well  as  power,  to  oppose  the  will  of 
the  majority  ;  but  I  contend,  that  it  is  their  moral 
duty,  as  well  as  their  undoubted  interest,  to  yield, 
under  such  circumstances.  I  have  said,  that  this 
Government  rested  upon  the  intelligent  and  dis- 
criminating attachment,  and  not  upon  the  super- 
stitious veneration  of  the  people.  I  will  now  add. 
that  nothing  can  more  effectually  impair  their  con- 
fidence in  our  political  system,  than  a  pertinacious 
adherence  to  parts  of  it,  which  ihey  believe  to  be 
vicious,  and  calculated  to  deprive  them  of  their 
just  rights. 

I  will  now  proceed,  said  Mr.  Mt  D..  to  show, 
and  I  flatter  myself  it  can  be  done  to  the  satisfac- 
tion oi  the  Committee,  that  this  amendment  has 
none  of  the  characteristics  of  innovation  ;  and  pro- 
poses only  to  reclaim  the  usurped  rights  of  the 
people,  and  to  draw  back  the  Government  to  its 
true  original  principles. 

The  Constitution  provides  that  ''  each  State 
shall  appoint,  in  such  ffianner  as  the  Legislature 
thereof  shall  prescribe,"  the  Electors  of  the  Presi- 
dent. I  am  not.  said  he,  in  the  habit  of  constru- 
ing a  Constitution,  addressed  to  the  common  sense 
of  the  great  body  of  the  people,  with  logical  re- 
finement or  critical  nicety.  I  cannot  but  remark, 
however,  that  it  is  a  very  liberal  mode  of  constru- 
ing the  powers  of  the  State  Legislatures,  to  as- 
sume, under  the  general  authority  to  prescribe  the 
mode  of  making  an  appointment,  the  right  of 
making  that  appointment  themselves.  The  inten- 
tion of  the  Convention  on  this  subject  is  so  con- 
clusively shown  as  to  supersede  argument,  by  a 
contemporary  exposition  of  the  Constitution,  writ- 
ten by  three  of  the  most  distinguished  members  of 
that  illustrious  body.  The  Federalist  contains  the 
following  words :  ''They  [the  Convention]  have 
'  not  made  the  appointment  of  the  President  to  de- 
'  pend  upon  pre-existing  bodies  of  men,  who  might 
'  be  tamperetl  with  beiorehand,  to  prostitute  their 
'  votes  ;  but  they  have  referred  it,  in  the  first  in- 
'  stance,  to  the  immediate  act  of  the  people  of 
'  America,  to  be  exerted  in  the  choice  of  persons 
'  for  the  temporary  and  sole  purpose  of  making 
'  the  appointment.''  Such  was  the  exposition 
made  to  the  American  people  by  the  framers  of 
the  Constitution,  while  the  expediency  of  its  adop- 
tion was  still  a  pending  question  ;  and  there  can 
be  no  doubt  that  this  exposition  operated  as  a 
strong  inducement  with  the  people  to  adopt  the 
Constitution.  The  great  improvement  which  the 
Convention  made  upon  all  the  federative  systems 
of  which  history  furnishes  any  record,  was  in  the  in- 
troduction of  the  provision  that  the  General  Gov- 
ernment should  not  operate  upon  the  local  govern- 
ments, or  States  collectively,  but  upon  the  people 
directly  and  individually.  To  complete  this  great 
improvement,  which  constitutes  an  era  in  the  his- 


tory of  confederated  Governments,  it  in  indispen- 
sable that  the  people  should  act  upon  the  Govern- 
ment as  directly  as  the  Government  acts  upon  the 
people.  In  this  manner,  responsibility  is  made  to 
be  co-extensive  wiih  power,  the  only  adequate  se- 
curity for  freedom  which  is  to  be  found  in  our  sys- 
tem. It  would,  indeed,  be  a  strange  anomaly  if 
the  General  Government  should  be  controlled  by 
the  State  governments,  and  operate  upon  the  peo- 
ple. It  IS.  said  he.  an  extraordinary  notion  which 
some  indulge,  that  the  State  governments  are  to 
be  considered  as  sentinels  to  guard  the  people 
against  the  encroachments  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment :  and  it  is  a  notion  still  more  extraordinary, 
that  they  were  to  be  secured  in  their  fidelity  by 
making  them  instrumental  in  creating  that  Gov- 
ernment. Is  there  no  danger  that  these  sentinels 
will  prove  faithless  ?  Is  it  not  a  reasonable  ap- 
prehension that  combinations  may  take  place  be- 
tween the  two  classes  of  public  aijents,  and  that 
the  State  governments  will,  instead  of  checking, 
give  a  morbid  impulse  to  the  usurpations  of  the 
General  Government  ?  It  seems  to  me  lo  be  an 
entire  misconception  of  the  true  theory  of  our 
system,  to  suppose  that  our  freedom  is  to  be  se- 
cured by  this  irregular  sort  of  checks  and  bal- 
ances. The  great  and  only  efficient  security  is  a 
practical  responsibility  to  the  people  themselves — 
a  responsibility  which  is  completely  broken  by  the 
interposition  of  the  Slate  Legislatures. 

Mr.  McD.  said  he  would  next  attempt  to  dem- 
onstrate the  position  assumed  in  the  report  of  the 
select  committee,  that  there  existed  no  Consti- 
tutional provision  for  the  appointment  of  a  Pres- 
ident, and  consequently,  that  the  question  really 
to  be  decided  was,  whether  we  should  have  a 
Constitution  or  no  Constitution  in  this  impor- 
tant particular.  A  Constitutional  provision,  said 
he,  is  a  rule  established  by  the  people  in  their  origi- 
nal act  of  sovereignty,  paramount  to  any  legisla- 
tive act,  whether  emanating  from  Congress  or  the 
Slate  Legislatures.  In  this  sense,  I  challenge  gen- 
tlemen to  point  out  any  Constitutional  rule  which 
fixes  the  mode  of  electing  the  President  of  the 
United  Stales.  To  say  that  each  Slate  Legisla- 
ture prescribes  its  own  rule,  is  a  distinct  admis- 
sion that  there  is  no  established  rule  at  all,  charac- 
terized either  by  permanence  or  uniformity.  In 
fact,  our  experience  has  taught  us  that  the  modes 
of  choosing  Electors  are  as  various  as  the  views 
of  different  Slates,  and  as  changeable  as  the  power 
and  ascendency  of  rival  parties.  In  one  State 
the  appointment  is  made  by  the  Legislature  ;  in  a 
second,  by  a  general  ticket ;  and  in  a  third,  by  dis- 
tricts. In  the  same  Slate,  these  various  modes 
are  adopted  according  to  the  exigency  of  circum- 
stances, and  accordingly  as  the  one  or  the  other 
may  be  best  calculated  to  accomplish  the  views  of 
the  ascendant  party,  or  to  give  the  Stale  the  great- 
est possible  power  in  the  Presidential  election.  I 
confidently  submit  it  to  the  justice  of  the  Cona- 
mittee,  whether  there  ougiit  not  to  be  some  uni- 
form rule  on  the  subject  ?  Is  there  a  shadow  of 
equity  in  giving  one  Stale  the  advantage  of  a  con- 
solidated vote,  while  another  is  divided  into  dis- 
tricts, and  probably  neutralized   by  the  division  7 
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No  State  will  submit,  or  ought  lo  submit,  to  such 
flagrant  injustice.  A  conflict  is  thus  produced  in 
which  correctness  and  expediency  are  arrayed 
against  each  other.  The  district  system  is  the 
true  system  ;  that  to  which  the  people  are  attached, 
because  it  renders  their  elective  franchise  efficient, 
and  gives  to  every  portion  of  the  State  its  legiti- 
mate influence.  But.  as  long  as  some  of  the  States 
adhere  to  the  general  ticket  system,  all  the  rest 
will  be  compelled,  in  self  defence,  lo  adopt  it,  and, 
in  this  manner,  the  very  worst  plan  will  prevail, 
from  a  sort  of  State  necessity,  in  opposition  to  the 
deliberate  sentiments  of  the  community.  North 
Carolina  has  always  been  attached  lo  the  district 
system,  but  has  finally  abandoned  it,  and  justly 
abandoned  it,  because  other  Stales  would  not  adopt 
It.  The  Slate  of  Maryland,  magnanimously  sac- 
rificing her  influence  to  her  principles,  has,  up  lo 
this  moment,  adhered  lo  the  district  system,  and 
thus  neutralized  her  weight  in  the  election  of  the 
President.  Her  noble  example,  so  worthy  of  im- 
itation, has  not  been  followed,  and,  if  I  were  a 
citizen  of  that  Slate.  I  would  no  longer  submit  to 
the  disinterested  sacrifice,  while  other  States  are 
so  little  disposed  lo  appreciate  it. 

From  this  brief  view  of  the  operations  of  the 
existing  system,  said  Mr.  McD.,  I  think  the  plan 
of  the  select  committee  will  be  exempted,  at  least, 
from  the  charge  of  innovation.  It  proposes  to 
substitute  uniformity  in  the  place  of  variety;  per- 
manence in  the  place  of  perpetual  changes;  and 
the  plan  evidently  intended  by  the  Convention 
for  the  chaos  of  clashing  expedients,  which  has 
sprung  up  under  the  influence  of  State  rivalry  ; 
and  yet  we  are  told  of  the  danger  of  innovation, 
and  that  all  reverence  for  the  Constitution  will  be 
destroyed  by  changing  it !  What,  I  ask,  is  meant 
by  tlie  Constitution  ?  Is  it  the  parchment  upon 
which  It  was  written,  and  the  words  in  which  it 
is  expressed?  Assuredly  not.  Properly  under- 
stood, it  means  the  system  of  government  and  the 
fundamental  rules  by  which  it  is  organized.  In 
this  sense  of  the  term,  the  Constitution  may  now 
be  changed  every  month  in  the  year,  and  almost 
every  day  in  the  month  ;  and  it  is  the  tendency  of 
the  proposed  amendment  to  prevent  these  cease- 
less changes,  originating  in  the  ambitious  con- 
flicts of  contending  parties,  and  productive  of  the 
most  violent  and  acrimonious  excitement,  that 
furnishes  one  of  its  strongest  recommendations. 

I  have  already  shown,  from  the  highest  author- 
ity, that  the  Convention  intended  that  the  Elect- 
ors of  the  President  should  be  chosen  by  the  "im- 
mediate act  of  the  people  of  America."  I  will 
now  attempt  to  show  that  it  was  equally  intended 
that  the  people  should  vote  by  districts.  I  believe 
I  may  safely  assert,  that,  at  the  lime  the  Consti- 
tution was  framed,  the  general  ticket  system,  by 
which  the  whole  population  of  a  State  gives  an 
aggregate  vote,  either  for  Representatives  or  other 
public  agents,  was  unknown  in  the  political  his- 
tory of  the  world.  I  call  u[)on  gentlemen,  if  any 
such  example  existed,  to  produce  it.  Ic  is  an  in- 
vention of  after  times,  the  mere  off"spring  of  tem- 
porary expediency,  and  never  entered  into  the  con- 
ception oi  ihe  Convention.     By  adverting  to  the 


proceedings  of  that  body,  it  will  be  seen  that  all 
the  propositions,  involving  a  specification  of  the 
mode  of  choosing  Electors  and  members  of  Con- 
gress, contained  a  provision  for  dividing  the  States 
into  districts.  The  mode  of  choosing  was  finally 
left  to  the  State  Legislatures,  that  they  might  reg- 
ulate the  details  of  the  election  ;  but,  in  the  con- 
fidence that  they  would  adopt  the  only  jJan  of 
popular  election  which  had  ever  existed.  The 
State  Legislatures  have  violated  the  confidence 
reposed  in  them,  and  it  is  certainly  lime  that  the 
people  should  reclaim  their  lost  power,  and  secure 
themselves  in  its  exercise  by  a  permanent  regula- 
tion made  by  themselves,  and  not  liable  lo  be  al- 
tered by  any  set  of  public  agents.  Mr.  McD.  next 
proceeded  to  examine  the  practical  operation  of 
the  general  ticket  system.  He  said  a  system  could 
not  be  devised  more  pregnant  with  danger  to  the 
very  existence  of  the  republican  form  of  our  Gov- 
ernment. Reason  and  experience  concur,  said  he, 
in  demonstrating  that  where  the  whole  mass  of 
the  people  of  a  State  voles  in  common  for  the 
whole  number  of  Electors,  some  central  power  is 
necessary  to  nominate  the  Electoral  ticket ;  or,  to 
give  it  a  more  general  expression,  to  concentrate 
popular  opinion.  Disguise  it  as  we  may,  the  re- 
sult must  be  that  the  elective  power  of  the  Stale 
will  be  thrown  into  the  hands  of  a  few  political 
managers.  I  do  not  mention  this  with  a  view  to 
cast  the  slightest  censure  upon  those  into  whose 
hands  this  power  may  happen  to  fall ;  but  to  ex- 
pose the  vices  of  a  system  which  makes  such  a 
dangerous  depository  of  power  inevitable.  I  ad- 
mit that,  as  long  as  the  general  ticket  system  pre- 
vails, such  a  depository,  dangerous  as  it  is,  must 
exist,  and  ought  to  exist.  New  York,  being  the 
largest  State  in  the  Union,  will  furnish  the  strong- 
est illustration  of  the  subject.  That  State  is  en- 
titled to  thirty-six  Electors,  and  consists,  probably, 
of  forty  or  fifty  counties.  Admitting  that  a  vast 
majority  of  the  people  should  be  united  in  their 
preference  for  a  particular  candidate  for  the  Presi- 
dency, would  it  be  practicable  for  them  to  agree 
upon  Electors  to  carry  their  will  into  effect,  with- 
out some  political  combination,  (I  will  not  char- 
acterize it  by  the  odious  name  of  junto.)  clothed 
with  authority  to  prescribe  the  Electoral  ticket  lo 
the  people?  It  is  impossible.  Thus  the  elective 
power  would  be  nominally  restored  to  the  people, 
while,  in  point  of  fact,  it  would  be  exercised  by 
a  few  prominent  politicians,  who  might  happen 
to  have  the  ascendancy  in  the  Stale.  Admitting 
these  to  be  as  virtuous  as  any  one  may  choose  to 
suppose  them,  is  it  consistent  with  wisdom  to 
make  a  system  universal,  which  offers  such  facil- 
ities, and  holds  out  such  temptations,  lo  intrigue 
and  corruption?  What  would  be  the  case  pre- 
sented under  such  system  ?  The  whole  Electoral 
votes  of  the  Stale,  thirty-six  in  number,  and,  ia 
all  probability,  absolutely  decisive  of  the  Presi- 
dential election,  depending  upon  the  influence  of 
a  few  individuals,  perhaps  of  a  single  individual ! 
W^hat,  in  such  a  case,  is  the  temptation  to  use 
corruption  ?  The  Presidency  itself.  What  the 
means  ?  The  whole  patronage  of  the  Govern- 
ment.    What  the  security  ?     The  virtue  of  a  sm- 
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gle  iDdividual !  Sir,  said  he,  I  will  not  say  that 
such  a  state  of  things  will  inevitably  result  in 
corruption;  but  I  will  say  that,  if  it  does  not,  the 
virtue  of  public  men  is,  under  all  circumstances, 
an  ample  security  against  their  ambition,  and  that 
no  political  check,  no  lie  of  responsibility,  no  Con- 
stitutional regulation,  is  necessary  to  secure  the 
liberties  of  the  people,  and  preserve  the  purity  of 
the  Government.  Upon  the  whole,  1  am  inclined 
to  think,  that,  in  the  course  of  time,  the  general 
ticket  system  will  be  found,  at  least,  as  bad  in 
practice,  as  the  appointment  of  Electors  by  the 
State  Legislatures. 

Another  objection,  said  he,  exists  against  the 
general  ticket  system,  which  has  been  explained 
in  the  report  of  the  select  committee.  It  deprives 
the  minority  of  their  unquestionable  rights  in  the 
respective  States,  and  makes  it  to  depend  upon  acci- 
dental combinations,  whether  a  majority  or  a  mi- 
nority of  the  whole  of  the  people  of  the  Union  should 
elect  the  President.  In  the  result,  the  majority,  how- 
ever inconsiderable,  gives  its  own  vote,  aJded  to 
that  of  the  minority  ;  although,  in  point  of  fact,  the 
vote  of  the  minority  is  opposed  to  that  of  the  ma- 
jority, and  ought  to  be  subtracted  from  it.  I  am 
aware  that  it  may  be  answered  that,  in  voting  by 
dfttricts  also,  the  voice  of  the  minority,  in  each 
district,  will  be  suppressed.  This  is  true,  but  it 
only  goes  to  show  that  the  remedy  proposed  is  not 
perfect.  It  will  be  obvious,  on  tbe  slightest  reflec- 
tion, that  the  probability  of  sucb  combinations  as 
would  throw  the  Government  of  the  country  into 
the  hands  of  a  minority,  under  the  general  ticket 
system,  is,  to  the  probability  of  such  combinations 
under  the  district  system,  as  two  hundred  and 
sixty,  the  number  of  districts,  is  to  twenty-four, 
the  number  of  Slates.  In  any  given  Stale,  for  ex- 
ample, the  chances  are,  that  the  minority  in  one 
district  will  counterbalance  the  minority  in  an- 
other: so  that  the  electoral  vote  of  the  Sute  will 
nearly  correspond  with  the  aggregate  popular  vote, 
giving  the  minority  its  due  weight.  But,  even  if 
it  were  otherwise,  the  district  minorities,  being 
small  masses,  will  submit  to  the  will  of  the  ma- 
jority, without  any  violent  excitement.  On  the 
contrary,  the  aggregate  minority  of  a  whole  Stale, 
distinctly  perceiving  their  numerical  strength,  and 
feeling  the  injustice,  not  only  of  throwing  their 
vote  out  of  the  general  estimate,  but  of  giving  it 
to  the  candidate  against  whom  they  intended  it 
to  operate,  would  have  deep  and  permanent  feel- 
ings of  disconleat.  This  would  be  more  certainly 
and  more  justly  the  case,  if  the  districts  which  con- 
stituted the  minority  should  have,  in  reference  to 
the  great  concerns  of  agriculture,  manufactures, 
or  commerce,  interests  different  from  those  of  the 
majority. 

There  is  another  view  of  the  general  ticket  sys- 
tem, calculated,  I  think,  to  make  a  deep  impression 
upon  every  member  ot  the  Committee  who  will 
duly  consider  it.  This  system  places  it  in  the 
power  cf  States  to  form  political  leagues,  and  se- 
cret combinations  with  each  other,  for  the  purpose 
of  securing  the  elevation  of  a  particular  individ- 
ual. 

The  few   politicians    into   whose  hands   the 


whole  elective  power  of  the  Slates  would  be 
thrown  by  the  operation  of  this  system,  would  be 
enabled  to  form  alliances,  by  which  States  might 
be  brought  to  co-operate  in  the  Presidential  elec- 
tion, whose  principles  and  interests  were  wholly 
different.  Under  the  district  system,  such  combi- 
nations could  not  take  place.  It  would  be  utterly 
impracticable  for  two  hundred  and  sixty  districts, 
each  having  its  own  separate  will,  and  its  own 
centre  of  operation,  to  be  brought  to  co-operate, 
by  all  the  powers  of  intrigue  and  corruption. 

Mr.  McDuFFiE  next  invited  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  to  the  last  branch  of  the  amendment ; 
that  which  provided  that,  in  the  event  of  there 
being  no  election  at  the  first  balloting,  that  the 
names  of  the  two  highest  candidates  should  be 
sent  back  to  the  Electors.  This,  said  he,  will  al- 
most infallibly  insure  an  election  by  the  people. 
But,  I  have  heard  it  urged  as  an  argument  against 
this  part  of  the  plan  of  the  select  committee,  that 
the  lenglh  of  lime  which  would  elapse  between 
the  appointment  of  the  Electors  and  the  second 
balloting,  would  give  an  opportunity  for  tamper- 
ing with  them  to  prostitute  their  voles.  As  this 
is  the  only  argument  which,  I  believe,  can  be  urged 
against  this  branch  of  the  amendment,  I  beg  the 
particular  attention  of  the  Committee,  while  I  at- 
tempt its  refutation.  The  only  fair  mode  of  rea- 
soning upon  this  subject,  is,  to  examine  the  opera- 
lion  of  the  whole  scheme  proposed,  in  comparison 
with  the  existing  system.  How,  then,  stands  the 
comparison  ?  As  the  Constitution  now  stands, 
the  general  ticket  system  will  universally,  or  at 
least  generally,  prevail.  Under  that  system,  it  is 
a  notorious  fact,  that  the  Electors  are  nominated 
from  ten  to  eleven  months  before  their  election.  I 
appeal  to  the  honorable  members  who  represent 
States  where  the  Electors  are  appointed  by  a  gen- 
eral ticket,  to  bear  witness  to  the  fact.  The  general 
practire  has  been  for  the  Legislatures  to  nominate 
the  Electoral  ticket  in  December  or  January,  and 
from  that  lime  to  the  period  of  their  election,  in  the 
succeeding  November,  it  is  as  well  known  who 
will  be  the  Presidential  Electors,  as  if  they  had 
been  actually  chosen. 

In  Virginia,  I  may  almost  say  the  Electors 
are  a  permanent  body,  as  I  understand  they  are 
scarcely  ever  changed  ;  and  we  had  recently  seen 
an  Electoral  ticket  formally  announced  in  North 
Carolina  for  the  ensuing  election  in  November. 
Now,  what,  said  he,  will  be  the  operation  of  the 
proposed  amendment?  The  district  system  will 
supersede  the  necessity  of  previous  nomination, 
and  the  time  for  tampering  with  the  Electors 
will  be  only  from  the  period  of  their  actual  elec- 
tion, to  the  period  of  their  tinal  vote  on  the  second 
balloting.  This  will  not  be  more  than  two  months 
at  the  utmost.  And  is  it  possible  that  gentlemen 
can  overlook  the  dangers  to  which  I  have  just  ad- 
verted iu  the  present  system,  and  yet  indulge  a  se- 
rious apprehension,  that  two  hundred  and  sixty 
Electors,  emanating  directly  from  the  people,  and 
scattered  over  the  whole  Union,  will  be  liable  to 
corruption  7  VViU  two  months  furnish  ampler 
opportunities  for  intrigue  than  eleven  7  It  is  most 
obvious,  that  the  danger  is  greater,  under  the  pres- 
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em  system,  at  the  first  balloting,  than  it  will  be,  ' 
under  the  proposed  plan,  at  the  second.  i 

Of  this  pari  of  ihe  amendment  I  may  safely  say,  ' 
as  I  have  said  of  the  District  system,  thai  it  has  ; 
none  of  the  characteristics  of  an  innovation.     It  ; 
introduces  no  new  principle  into  our  system.     Its 
only  effect  will  be,  to  render  efficient  the  primary 
mode  of  election  established  by  the  Convention.  [ 
Had  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  foreseen  that,  I 
from  the  multiplication  of  States,  and  the  increase  ! 
of  local  interests,  the  number  of  candidates  would  j 
be  so  great  as  to  render  an  election  by  the  House 
of  Representatives  an  ordinary  occurrence,  they  , 
never  would  have  left  the  Constitution  where  it  i 
is.     They  evidently  contemplated  the  devolution  ' 
of  the  election  upon  this  body  as  an  extreme  con- , 
tingency,  which   would  scarcely  ever  occur,  but 
when  two  candidates  should  have  an  equal  num- 
ber of  votes.    This  is  apparent,  from  the  exclusion  I 
of  members  of  Congress  from  the  Electoral  Col- 1 
lege,  and  from  the  fact  that,  in  all  the  discussions  ; 
upon  the  mode  of  electing  the  President,  scarcely  I 
any  thing  was  said  as  to  the  fitness  of  the  House  { 
of  Representatives  to  exercise  the  electoral  func- 1 
tion.      Even   if  the  objection   urged   against  the  I 
second  balloting  of  the  Electors  rested  upon  more  1 
substantial  grounds,  said  Mr.  McD.,  its  efficacy  | 
in  preventing  the  election  from  devolving  on  the 
House  of  Representatives,  would  reconcile  me  to 
its  adoption.     I  trust  1  shall  not  be  considered  as 
speaking  disrespectfully  of  the  body  of  which  I 
am  a  member,  in  the  general  remarks  I  shall  feel 
it  to  be  my  duty  to  offer  to  the  Committee,  on  this 
part  of  the  investigation.     I  can  say,  with  the  ut- 
most sincerity,  that  I  have  never  been  associated 
in  the  public  service  with  a  body  lor  whom  I  have 
a  higher  respect  than  for  this  branch  of  the  Na- 
tional Legislature.     For  wisdom  and  virtue  I  do 
not  believe  they  are  excelled  by  any  deliberative 
assembly  of  the  world.     But,  sir,  this  part  of  the 
discussion  must  have  reference  to  general  princi- 
ples, which  are  to  operate  through  the  long  course 
of  future  time ;  and,  in  this  view  of  the  subject,  the 
only  concession  which  I  ask,  as  the  basis  of  my  ar- 
gument, is,  that  the  House  of  Representatives  will 
always  be  composed  ot   men.     I  will  grant  all  the 
wisdom  and   virtue  which   any  gentleman  may 
choose   to  ascribe  to  them,  and  1  still  believe  it 
can  be  shown  that  nothing  can  endanger  the  pu- 
rity of  our  republican  system  so  much  as  the  ha- 
bitual election  of  the  President  by  the  members  of 
this  body. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  McD.,  I  believe  it  is  in  the  power 
of  human  wisdom  to  keep  out  of  temptation,  but 
I  do  not  believe  it  is  always  in  the  power  of  hu- 
man virtue  to  resist  it,  when  thrown  into  the 
sphere  of  its  fascinations.  And  if  there  existed 
no  other  evidence  of  the  Divinity  of  our  Saviour, 
than  the  admonition  he  has  left  us,  to  pray  for 
deliverance  from  this  be^ettinjj  enemy  of  frail  hu- 
manity, I  should  deem  that  sufficient.  The  danger 
to  be  apprehended  from  the  election  of  the  Presi- 
dent by  Congress,  is  not  from  corruption,  in  the 
vulgar  acceptation  of  the  terra.  In  a  country  of 
so  much  intelligence  and  virtue,  it  would  be  diffi- 
cult to  find  a  man  so  basely  treacherous  as  to  sell 


himself  by  a  palpable  act  of  political  prostitution. 
But  it  is  to  be  remarked  that,  in  Congress,  will  be 
generally  found  the  ambitious  and  aspiring  men 
of  the  country,  and  that  the  President  will  hav^ 
the  dispensation  of  those  offices  which  are  the 
natural  objects  of  their  aspiration.  I  need  not 
explain  the  insidious  disguise  under  which  ambi- 
tion may  approach  a  member  of  Congress,  with 
the  whole  patronage  of  the  Government  in  his 
hands;  nor  the  manner  in  which  self-interest  can 
delude  the  judgment,  and  convert  a  man  into  a 
faclionary,  without  even  his  being  conscious  of 
the  transmutation.  These  things  must  be  obvious 
to  every  one  who  understands  the  human  heart 
and  the  operation  of  the  human  passions.  The 
politicians  of  the  country,  therefore,  are  the  very 
last  men  to  whom  the  election  of  the  President 
should  be  confided.  They,  and  they  only,  are 
exposed  to  that  sort  of  temptation  from  which 
only  any  danger  is  to  be  apprehended.  I  solemnly 
declare,  sir,  that  I  would  prefer  that  the  College 
of  Electors  should  be  composed  of  the  plainest 
farmers  of  the  country,  emanating  directly  from 
the  people,  and  having  no  political  expectations, 
rather  than  that  it  should  be  composed  of  the  most 
wise  and  virtuous  |X)liticians,  engaged  in  a  course 
even  of  honorable  ambition. 

Nothing  is  more  to  be  deprecated  in  the  present 
system,  than  its  tendency  to  convert  Congress  into 
a  theatre  for  the  Presidential  canvass.  In  the  course 
of  time  that  question  will  infuse  itself  into  the 
whole  legislation  of  the  country,  and  be  produc- 
tive of  the  most  injurious  distraction  in  the  na- 
tional deliberations.  Members  will  be  drawn  into 
the  vortex,  and  converted  into  partisans  of  the 
different  candidates,  equally  by  the  best  and  the 
worst  of  the  human  passions.  This  House  is  not 
without  some  experience  on  that  subject  already, 
nor  can  it  be  disguised,  that  discussions  of  the 
character  to  which  I  have  alluded,  have  tended  to 
disgust  the  people  and  alienate  their  confidence. 
We  are  sent  here  for  the  great  purposes  of  national 
legislation,  and  ou^ht  not  to  be  distracted  by  con- 
siderations of  a  different  kind. 

The  duties  of  legislating  for  the  Republic,  and 
electing  the  Chief  Magistrate,  are  incompatible  in 
iheir  nature,  and  their  combination  is  productive 
of  the  greatest  embarrassment  with  the  people,  in 
the  election  of  Members  of  Congress.  These 
should  be  elected  in  reference  exclusively  to  their 
virtue,  talents,  and  capacity  to  serve  the  people. 
But  it  frequently  happens  that  members  of  this 
description  differ  with  their  constituents  as  to  the 
person  who  should  be  elected  President.  At  the 
approach  of  every  Presidential  election,  therefore, 
the  people  will  be  exposed  to  the  disagreeable  al- 
ternative of  discarding  many  of  their  most  faithful 
public  servants,  or  of  being  misrepresented  on  the 
subject  of  the  Presidency.  The  division  of  func- 
tions is  as  important  in  the  Constitutional  distri- 
bution of  power  as  the  division  of  labor  in  politi- 
cal economy.  The  qualifications  of  a  Member  of 
Congress  have  not  the  remotest  connexion  with 
his  opinion  of  the  respective  competitors  for  the 
Presidency,  and  yet  the  people  will  regard,  and 
ought  to  regard,  the  latter  consideration  as  long 
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as  Congress  shall  have  so  direct  an  agency  in  the 
election  of  the  President.     The   inevitable  result, 
which  will  consummate  the  evils  of  the  existing 
state  of  things,  if  the  election  of  the  Chief  Magis- 
trate be  not  renjoved,  lx)th  in  theory  and  in  prac- 
tice, from  Congress,  must  be  that  the  country  will 
be  governed  by  a  succession  of  factions.     By  a 
faction,  I  mean  a  combination  of  politicians,  hab- 
itually  and   systematically  acting  together,  and 
aiming   to  wield   the  Executive  Government,  not 
with  a  view  to  political  principles  or  the  interest 
of  the  people,  but  to  the  distribution  of  its  patron- 
age.    This,  sir,  is  the  true  source  of  the  morbid 
violence  of  party  conflicts,  and  the  fluctuations  of 
national  policy — evils  peculiarly  to  be  deprecated 
in  a   Republic.     When   politicians   array   them- 
selves against  each  other,  not  as  the  organs  of 
their  constituents,  but  in  pursuit  oi  their  own  ag- 
grandizement, they  often  find  it  necessary  to  in- 
vent sources  of  collision  where  none  really  exist. 
It  becomes  a  mere  contest  between  those  who  are 
in  and  those  who  are  out  of  power,  and  the  fact 
that  one  party  has  adopted  a  particular  course  of 
policy,  is  a  suflBcient  reason  for  the  other  to  op- 
pose it.     Hence,  it  will  be  found  that  every  can-  i 
vass  for  the  Presidency  will  involve  in  jeopardy 
the  great  institutions  of  our  national  policy.    The 
obvious,  and,  in  my  opinion,  the  only  remedy  is,  ! 
to  take  the  election  of  President  out  of  the  hands 
of  politicians,  and  restore  it  to  the  people.     Let 
neither  the  President  be  dependent  upon  Congress, 
nor  the  Members  of  Congress  the  instruments  of 
the  President.    Destroy  the  connexion  altogether. 
No  people  on  earth  are  more  steady  in  their  prin- 
ciples than  the  people  of  the  United  States.    They 
will  communicate  their  own   energy  and   steadi- 
ness to  the  Executive,  if  that  department  should 
be  made  directly  responsible  to  them.     I  am  war- 
ranted by  our  experience  in  saying  that  the  people 
have  more  spirit  to  resent  injuries,  and  more  for- 
titude to  sustain  the  burdens  and  privations  inci- 
dent to  their  defence  and  security,  than  any  com- 
bination of  politicians.     The  people  look  only  to 
the  good  of  the  country  ;  politicians  look  to  their 
popularity  also;  to  the  means  of  preserving  or  ob- 
taining power.     I  recollect,  with  shame,  the  de- 
gradation of  our  national  character  previous  to 
the  late  war,  aad  with  a  just  pride  the  spirit  of  a 
brave  and  patriotic  people,  by  which  the  country 
was  reclaimed  from   its  fallen   condition.     That 
war  was  emphatically  a  war  of  the  people.    Their 
representatives  were  literally  driven  into  it.  many 
of  them  with  fear  and  trembling. 

1  will  now  proceed,  said  Mr.  McD.,  to  a  very 
delicate  part  of  this  investigation,  that  which  re- 
lates to  the  compromise  between  the  large  and  the 
small  States,  involved  in  the  proposition.  As  this 
will  probably  have  as  much  influence  upon  the 
fate  of  the  amendment  as  its  own  intrinsic  merits, 
I  beg  the  particular  attention  of  the  Committee, 
while  I  attempt  to  show  that  the  mutual  conces- 
sions provided  are  so  obviously  just  that  it  is  the 
interest  both  of  the  large  and  small  States  to  make 
them.  Ttie  division  of  the  larger  States  into  dis- 
tricts will  prevent  them  from  throwing  their  un- 
broken and  consolidated  vole  into  the  Presidential 


contest,  and  from  forming  political  combinations 
in  reference  to  that  object ;  and  this  is  the  equiva- 
lent which  they  give  the  small  States  for  the  sur- 
render of  the  equal  sufl'rage  to  which  ihey  are  now 
entitled  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  on  the 
contingency  of  the  election  devolving  upon  that 
body.  The  powers  thus  mutually  surrendered, 
both  by  the  large  and  the  small  States,  are  powers 
in  my  opinion  utterly  inconsistent  with  the  funda- 
mental principles  of  a  republican  Government.  I 
have  already  shown  that  the  general  ticket  system 
would  transfer  the  elective  power  from  the  people 
into  the  hands  of  a  few,  and  that  it  opens  the 
door  for  corrupt  combinations,  by  which  an  active 
and  organized  minority  might  govern  the  Union. 
1  shall  now  endeavor  to  show  that  the  contingent 
power  of  the  small  States  proposed  to  be  surren- 
dered is  even  more  dangerous;  and  that,  upon  the 
principles  of  popular  sovereignty,  it  is  absolutely 
indefensible.  Upon  what  principle  can  a  citizen 
of  Delaware  claim  to  exercise  thirty-six  times  as 
much  of  the  sovereignty  of  the  country  as  a  citi- 
zen of  New  York  ?  Is  there  a  semblance  of  jus- 
tice, or  even  a  plausible  ground  of  expediency,  by 
which  Nuch  a  claim  can  be  sustained  ?  Have  the 
people  of  the  small  States  any  interest  in  the  ex- 
ercise of  such  a  dangerous  power  ?  Let  it  be  re- 
membered that  the  people  do  not  exercise  the 
power  themselves,  but  that  their  representative, 
whoever  he  may  happen  to  be,  will  wield  one 
twenty-fourth  part  of  the  elective  power  of  the 
country.  Can  it  be  conceived  that  the  people  of 
a  small  State  are  ever  desirous  of  placing  such  a 
fearful  power  in  the  hands  of  a  single  man,  when 
it  can  have  no  other  efl'ect  than  to  defeat  the  will 
of  the  majority  of  the  people  ?  There  is  no  polit- 
ical principle  more  universally  admitted  in  this 
country  than  the  right  of  the  majority  of  the 
people  to  govern.  It  is  the  very  essence  of  a  Re- 
public. The  only  security  we  can  have  for  the 
virtue  and  intelligence  of  public  agents  is,  that 
they  are  the  choice  of  the  majority  ;  and,  most  as- 
suredly, this  is  the  only  means  of  securing  to  the 
Government  the  confidence  of  the  people.  And 
bare  not  the  small  States  the  same  interest  with 
the  large  States,  that  the  Executive  Government 
should  be  administered  by  virtue  and  intelligence, 
and  sustained  by  the  confidence  of  the  people? 
In  such  a  question  the  citizen  of  Delaware  has 
the  same  interest  with  the  citizen  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. The  interposition  of  an  imaginary  line 
can  make  none  but  an  imaginary  difi'erence  be- 
tween them. 

A  combination  of  small  States,  containing  only 
one-fifth  part  of  the  population  of  the  Union, 
might,  under  the  present  system,  elect  the  Presi- 
dent. Such  an  event  is  not  only  possible,  but 
probable.  Indeed,  it  is  a  rational  presumption, 
that  the  minority  will  generally  prevail,  when  the 
election  shall  be  made  by  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives. Sir,  no  event  could  occur,  more  to  be 
deprecated.  The  man  who  is  elected  by  such  a 
combination  of  small  States,  if  he  had  the  purity 
of  an  angel,  could  not  command  the  confidence  of 
the  people.  A  single  Representative  is  more  easily 
'  secured  by  political  expectations,  or  corrupt  bar- 
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gains,  than  ihirty-.vix.  Ambition  would  be  tempt- 
ed, therefore,  to  bring  all  the  arts  of  intrigue  to 
operate  upon  the  Representatives  of  the  smaller 
Slates.  And  how  would  the  people  reason  upon 
the  subject?  They  would  see  the  power  of  the 
country  thrown  into  the  hands  of  a  minority  by 
the  votes  of  a  few  individuals,  exposed  to  the 
highest  human  temptation.  To  say  nothing  of 
the  actual  danger  of  corruption  in  such  a  state  of 
things,  it  is  sufucient  to  say,  that  the  people  would 
gpuerallv  suspect  it.  It  would  excite  a  deep  and 
dangerous  distrust,  calculated  to  alienate  their 
affections  from  the  system  itself.  I  cannot  con- 
ceive a  situation  involving  a  more  painful  and 
embarrassing  responsibility  than  that  of  the  Rep- 
resentative of  a  small  StatP,  under  such  circum- 
stances. No  degree  of  virtue  could  shield  him 
from  the  imputations  against  his  political  integ- 
rity. And  what  would  be  the  predicament  of  an 
Administration,  elevated  to  power  by  a  minority, 
under  suspicions  of  corrupt  influence,  and,  as  a 
natural  consequence,  opposed  by  the  popular  branch 
of  the  National  Legislature  ?  A  scene  of  distrac- 
tion would  be  presented,  which  would  be  little 
better  than  anarchy. 

Sir,  the  peo])le  of  this  country  will  never  sub- 
DQit  to  be  governed  by  a  minority.     If  we  do  not 
amend  the  Constitution,  so  as  to  prevent  that  ca- 
lamity, they  will  change  it,  and  ought  to  change 
it,  in  practice.     It  is  my  firm  belief,  that,  if  we  do 
not  adopt  an  amendment  similar  to  the  one  pro- 
po-icd,  a  Convention  of  Delegates  will  be  regularly 
appointed  by  the  people,  to  nominate  a  President, 
and   that  their  nomination  will  be  regarded  as 
conclusive.     What,  then,  will  the  small  States 
gain   by  pertinaciously  refusing  to  concur  in  the 
amendment?      They   will   retain   a   contingent 
power,  which   the  large  States  will  never  permit 
them   to  exercise.     This  is   not  all.     The  large 
States,  by  l)eing  driven  into  combinations  against 
the  small,  will  not  only  govern  them,  but  govern 
them  with  the  feelings  of  an  adversary  party.     A 
notion  seems  to  prevail  with  some,  that,  if  this 
amendment  is  adopted,  the  small  States  will  t}e 
liable  to  be  oppressed  by  the  large  States.     There 
never  was  a  more  unfounded  apprehension.     The 
small  States  are  the  favorite*"  ol  the  Constitution, 
and,  even  under  the  proposed  amendment,  would 
be  eminently  so.     A  very  (-light  examination  will 
make  this  apparent.     There  are  seven  States  in 
tiie  Union,  which,  together,  contain  a  population 
smaller  than  that  of  North   Carolina.     What  is 
their  relative  power?     They  have  fourteen  votes 
in  the  Senate,  a  co-ordinate  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature, while  North  Carolina  has  but  two!     This, 
too,  is  a  |)ower  of  which  they  can  never  be  de- 
prived.    And  yet  we  are  told  that  the  small  States 
are  in  danger  of  oppression  !     Their  rights  and 
interests  can  only  be  infringed  by  law  ;  and  their 
ascendency  iif  the  Senate,  is  an  irapa.ssible  barrier 
against  any  such  danger.     In   point  of  fact,  the 
small  States  are  so  distributed  among  the  large, 
and  their  interests  so  variously  blended,  that  there 
can  be  no  inducement  to  oppress  them.     But  even 
if  the  seven  States  before  mentioned  lay  adjacent 
to  each  other,  and  constituted  a  separate  local  di- 


vision of  the  country,  having  interests  difl"erent 
from  the  rest  of  the  Unioi),  would  these  interests 
be  less  amply  secured  by  their  subdivision  into 
small  States?  Would  they  consent  to  be  consol- 
idated into  one  ?  Most  undoubtedly  they  would 
not.  And  even  in  the  Presidential  election  itself, 
they  have  a  decided  advantage  over  the  large 
States.  Theseven  Slates  to  which  I  have  alluded, 
are  entitled  to  twenty-six  electoral  votes,  while 
North  Carolina,  with  a  larger  population,  is  enti- 
tled to  fifteen  only.  States,  bavin?  a  single 
Representative,  are  entitled  to  three  Electors  for 
a  population  of  forty  thousand  ;  whereas  the  large 
States  are  entitled  to  but  little  more  than  one 
\  Elector  for  the  same  population. 

There  is  one  general   remark,  said  Mr.  McD., 
applicable  to  the  powers  which  both  the  large  and 
,  the  small  States  surrender  by  the  provisions  of 
;  this  amendment.     They  are  not  only  nowers  pe- 
culiarly liable  to  be  abused,  and,  therefore,  incon- 
sistent with  the  purity  of  the  Government;  but 
they  are  powers  in  which    the  people  of  those 
States  have  no  sort  of  interest,  however  profitable 
;  they   may  be  to  their  politicians.     What  benefit 
'  can  the  people  of  a  large  State  derive  from  con- 
centrating their  whole  elective  power  in  a  few 
hands, or  of  a  small  State,  from  exercising,  through 
i  a  single  Representative,  a  disproportionate  share 
of  the  elective  power  ?     In  either  case,  a  few  pol- 
iticians may  derive  an  advantage  from  having  it 
\  in  their  power  to  secure  such  a  distribution  of  the 
Executive  patronage,  as  they  may  desire;  but  the 
people  will  derive  no  solitary  advantage,  unless 
exposing  their  public  men  to  unusual  lerapiations, 
can  be  so  considered. 

This,  sir,  (said  Mr.  McD.)  is  really  a  contest 
between  the  interests  of  the  people  and  the  inter- 
ests of  politicians,  and  I  am  gratified  to  perceive 
so  general  a  disposition,  both  among  the  members 
;  from  the  large  and  small  States,  magnanimously 
I  to  surrender  up  the  powers  in  question,  as  a  sacri- 
fice to  the  purity  of  the  Government  and  the  har- 
'  luony  of  the  Union.     I  confess,  sir,  I  feel  an  un- 
■  common  solicitude  upon  this  subject,  more  than  I 
i  have  ever  felt  on  any  other,  since  I  have  directed 
my  attention  to  public  afl"airs.    I  believe  an  expec- 
tation was  very  generally  indulged,  previous  to 
'  the  meelingof  this  Congress,  that  our  deliberations 
would  be  distracted  by  discussions  having  refer- 
ence to  objects  of  a  personal  nature,  and  which 
would  neither  reflect  credit  upon  us  nor  confer  any 
benefit  upon  the  country.     Let  us  disappoint  these 
expectations.     Let  us  evince  our  devotion  to  the 
i  interests  of  the  country,  by  establishing,  upon  an 
■■  immutable  foundation,  those  great  principles  of 
'  Constitutional  freedom,  which  will  secure  to  us 
I  the  gratitude  of  future  generations.     For  myself, 
I  sir,  f  can  say,  in  a  spirit  as  sincere  as  it  is  unam- 
!  bilious,  that  I  would  rather  go  down  to  posterity 
I  even  as  an  humble  instrument  in  effecting  this 
I  great  Constitutional  reform,  than  to  receive  all  the 
living  honors  this  Government  can  confer. 

When  Mr.  McDuffie  had  concluded — 

The  Committee  rose,  and  the  House  adjourned 
to  Monday. 
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Monday,  January  19. 

Mr.  Call  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  inhab- 
itants of  the  coast  of  Florida,  praying  that  the 
port  of  Fernandina,  in  Amelia  Island,  may  be  es- 
tablished as  a  port  of  entry. 

Mr.  Call  also  presented  a  memorial  of  the  in- 
habitants of  East  Florida,  praying  for  the  passage 
of  a  law  excluding  foreign  wreckers  from  the 
coast  of  Florida,  and  to  designate  some  particular 
port  to  which  wrecked  property  shall  be  carried. 

The  petition  and  memorial  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  Webster  presented  a  memorial,  signed  by 
Thomas  Sewall,  John  N.  Moulder,  E.  B.  Cald- 
well, Samuel  N.  Smallwood,  and  Andrew  Way, 
jr.,  a  committee  appointed  at  a  numerous  meet- 
ing of  the  inhabitants  of  the  City  of  Washingtpn, 
on  behalf  of  said  inhabitants,  praying  Congress  to 
lake  measures  to  assure  the  people  of  Greece  of 
the  deep  interest  felt  by  the  people  of  this  country 
in  the  contest  which  they  are  now  carrying  on 
against  the  Turkish  Government  for  their  eman- 
cipation and  freedom,  and  of  the  sincere  good 
wishes  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  for 
the  ultimate  success  and  triumph  of  their  cause; 
which  memorial  was  committed  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Hemphill  presented  a  memorial  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  praying, 
respectively,  that  additional  duties  may  be  im- 
posed on  iron  and  iron  castings,  hereafter  im- 
ported into  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Whitman  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
manufacturers,  mechanics,  and  friends  of  national 
industry,  citizens  of  the  State  of  Connecticut, 
praying  "  that  Congress  would  revise  and  in- 
crease the  tariff  of  duties,  by  such  additional  duty 
on  woollens,  fine  cottons,  and  iron,  and  such  duty 
on  auction  sales  as  will  encourage  the  manufac- 
turer, and  protect  him  from  the  greatest  evil,  the 
art  and  designs  of  rivals  abroad." 

Mr.  Marvin  presented  a  memorial  of  delegates 
from  most  of  the  counties  in  the  State  of  New 
York  (especially  deputed  at  large  county  meet- 
ings composed  of  all  classes  of  citizens)  convened 
at  the  Capitol,  in  the  city  of  Albany,  in  the  State 
of  New  York,  praying,  generally,  that  more  eflB- 
cient  protection  may  be  afforded  to  the  manufac- 
turing interest  of  the  country ;  and  specifically 
"that  a  dutv  may  be  laid  upon  the  importation 
of  any  woollen  or  cotton  goods,  upon  the  export 
of  which  to  this  country  a  protecting  duty  shall 
be  paid  by  any  foreign  Government,  to  twice  the 
amount  of  such  protection;"  which  memorial 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Cassedy  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
aliens,  residing  in  the  State  of  New  Jirsey,  pray- 
ing that  the  laws  upon  the  subject  of  naturaliza- 
tion may  be  revised  and  amended,  so  as  to  afford 
greater  facilities  to  foreigners  wishing  to  become 
citizens  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Jennings  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  pray- 
ing for  the  aid  of  Congress  in  opening  a  canal 
navigation  between  the  waters  of  the  river  Wa- 


bash and  the  waters  of  Lake  Erie  ;  which  memo- 
rial was  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House,  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  to  author- 
ize the  State  of  Indiana  to  open  a  canal  through 
the  public  lands,  and  to  connect  the  navigation  of 
the  rivers  Wabash  and  the  Miami  of  Lake  Erie. 

Mr.  Brent  presented  a  petition  of  inhabitants 
residing  north  of  Red  river,  in  the  State  of  Louis- 
iana, praying  for  an  alteration  in  the  mode  at 
present  pursued  in  surveying  the  public  lands  in 
that  State,and  that  the  plan  adopted  in  the  State  of 
Illinois  may  be  adopted ;  also,  that  the  right  of 
pre-emption  may  be  extended  to  settlers  on  public 
lands  in  certain  cases. 

Mr.  Owen  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Gene- 
ral Assembly  ol  the  State  of  Alabama,  praying 
that  the  right  of  pre-emption  in  the  purchase  of 
the  lands  upon  which  the  seats  of  justice  of  the 
counties  of  Bibb,  Henry,  and  Pike,  have  been  lo- 
lated,  may  be  extended  to  said  State,  as  also  that 
the  right  of  pre-emption  may  be  granted  in  the 
purchase  of  certain  lands,  the  proceeds  of  the  sale 
of  which  to  be  applied  to  the  erection  of  county 
buildings  in  certain  other  counties  in  said  State, 
where  the  lands  most  eligible  for  county  seals 
have  been  sold  to  individuals. 

Mr.  Call  presented  a  memorial  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  village  of  Fernandina,  in  East  Flori- 
da, praying  that  certain  public  lots  in  said  village 
may  be  granted  to  the  inhabitants  thereof. 

The  said  petitions  and  memorials  were  referred 
to  ihe  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompanied  by  a 
communication  from  the  Director  of  the  Mint, 
giving  the  result  of  the  assays  of  certain  foreign 
coins,  during  the  last  year,  made  in  pursuance  of 
law;  which  report  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  vVays  and  Means. 

Mr.  Floyd,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  subject,  reported,  in  part,  a  bill  to  authorize 
the  occupation  of  the  Columbia  or  Oregon  river ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  on  the  slate  of  the 
Union. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  concerning 
invalid  pensioners,"  was  read  the  third  lime,  and 
passed. 

Mr.  Tod  submitted  to  the  House  a  comparative 
statement  of  the  tariff  duties  as  at  present  im- 
posed on  certain  articles  of  foreign  merchandise, 
upon  their  importation  into  the  United  States, 
and  as  proposed  to  be  imposed  on  the  same  arti- 
cles by  the  bill  now  before  this  House  to  amend 
the  several  acts  imposing  duties  on  imports; 
which  statement  was  committed  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

THE  GREEK  CAUSE. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  Mr.  Taylor  in  the  Chair,  on  the  resolu- 
tion some  lime  since  offered  by  Mr.  Webster, 
which  is  in  the  words  following: 

"  Resolved,  That  provision  ought  to  be  made  by 
law  for  defraying  the  expense  incident  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  an  Agent  or  Commiasioner  to  Greece,  when- 
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ever  the  President   shall  deem  it  expedient  to  make 
such  appointment." 

The  resolution  having  been  read — 

Mr.  Webster  rose  and  said,  that  he  was  afraid 

that,  so  far  as  his  part  was  concerned,  the  excited 

expectations  of  the  public   mind,  on  the  present 

occasion,  would  be  disappointed.     It  was  difficult 


he  had  expressed  an  opinion  that  there  was  reasoa 
to  hope  that  the  Greeks  would  be  successful  in  the 
present  struggle  with  their  oppressors,  and  that 
the  power  that  has  so  long  crushed  them  had  lost 
its  dominion  over  them  Ibrever.  The  same  com- 
munication contained  other  matters  of  great  im- 
portance, in  relation  to  a  rumored  combination  of 


on  any  occasion  that  called  the  attention  to  a  spot  j  foreign  Sovereign.s  to  interfere  in  the  concerns  of 
on  the  globe  connected  with  such  associations  and  :  South  America.  Under  these  circumstances,  said 
recollections  as  Greece,  to  avoid  some  degree  of  Mr.  W.,  I  thought  it  was  proper  and  becoming 
warmth  and  enthusiasm.  Yet,  he  was  entirely  j  that  that  communication  should  receive  a  response 
sensible  that,  in  gravely  legislating  on  the  present  t  Irora  this  House.  I  am  aware  that  the  practice 
subject,  those  feelings  must  be  chastised.  He  i  of  a  general  answer  from  the  Legislature  to  the 
should  endeavor,  in  what  he  had  to  offer  to  the  !  annual  Message  or  Speech  of  the  President,  has, 
House,  to  repress  such  feelings  as  far  as  it  was  j  for  more  than  twenty  years  past,  been  disused; 
practicable;  yet,  if  we  would  wholly  escape  from  |  nor  do  I  complain  of  such  disuse;  but  I  am  also 
them,  we  must  fly  beyond  the  limits  of  the  civi-  ,  of  opinion  that  the  practice  was  not  without  its 
lized  world;  we  must  go  beyond  the  limits  of  [  positive  advantages.  It  is  my  conviction,  that,  in 
social  order,  the  bounds  where  laws  and  knowledge  |  any  Government,  which  contains  a  popular  branch, 
are  found ;  nay,  we  must  leave  this  Hall,  before  it  is  the  duty  of  that  popular  portion  of  the  Grov- 
we  can  turn  away  from  the  memorials  of  ancient  j  ernment  as  much  to  express  its  opinions,  as  to 
Greece.  What,  he  asked,  is  this  popular  assem-  |  pass  the  necessary  laws.  I  introduce  the  present 
biy?  what  this  free  discussion  of  public  measures?  .  resolution,  under  this  conviction,  as  well  as  that 
what  this  open,  unreserved  action  of  mind  upon  I  might  have  an  opportunity  to  give  my  vote, 
mmd?  what  that  popular  eloquence  which,  if  it  directly,  on  one  of  the  subjects  adverted  to  by  the 
were  now  present,  would,  on  such  a  theme,  shake  Executive;  and  I  still  think  that  if  it  was  proper 
this  Hall  to  Its  centre?  what  are  these  but  such  ,  in  the  President  to  advert  to  these  subjects,  it  is 
memorials?  This  magnificent  edifice,  these  col-  ;  equally  proper  in  us  to  take  notice  of  what  he  has 
umns,   with    their   stately    proportions,    this   fine    addressed  to  us  respecting  them. 


architecture  by  which  we  are  surrounded,  what 
are  these  but  so  many  witnesses  of  what  Greece 
once  was,  and  what  she  has  taught  us  to  be? 
Yet,  sir,  said  Mr.  W.,  I  have  not  introduced  the 
resolution,  now  on  your  table,  with  any  view  to- 
wards repaying  aught  of  the  debt,  which  we,  in 
common  with  the  civilized  world,  owe  to  that 
land  of  science,  freedom,  arts,  and  arms.     It  is  a 


Mr.  W.  said,  he  should  endeavor,  however,  to 
avoid  the  responsibility  of  any  effort  to  change 
the  policy  of  this  Government  towards  foreign 
nations.  He  approved  of  the  policy  at  present 
pursued  ;  he  was  satisfied,  in  this  respect,  with 
our  present  condition.  The  policy  of  this  Gov- 
ernment is  peace,  for  peace  is  to  us  the  greatest 
source  of  national  increase  and  aggrandizement. 


debt  that  never  can  be  paid.  Whatever  may  be  1  The  most  sanguine  projector  cannot  furnish  more 
our  feelings  of  gratitude  for  these  gifts,  we  are  !  brilliant  or  exalted  prospects  than  those  which 
constrained  to  act  with  a  view  alone  to  the  pre-  i  must  be  realized  by  these  States  if  they  can  pre- 
sent state  of  the  world,  and  of  our  relations  to  it.  I  serve  their  pacific  relations  towards  the  rest  of  the 
What  I  propose,  and  what  I  shall  say,  has  refer-  j  world.  Time,  peace,  industry,  and  the  arts,  arc 
ence  to  modern,  not  to  ancient  Greece — to  ihe  i  raising  this  Grovernment  by  a  certain  and  irresis- 
living,  not  to  the  dead.  tible  progress.     It  is  our  true  policy,  Mr.  W.  said, 

I  am  aware,  sir,  that  it  is  a  very  easy  thing  to  to  grow,  not  lo  acquire  ;  we  are  to  attain  to  great- 
run  over  common  places  on  the  subject  of  this  |  ness  by  internal  development,  not  by  external 
resolution  ;  lo  call  it  a  visionary  and  Quixotic  j  accretion — and  he  should  be  the  last  to  turn  aside 
measure,  and  to  urge  the  good  old  maxim  of  its  j  the  wise  policy  of  the  country  from  its  wonted 
being  the  soundest  jwlicy  for  each  one  to  take  and  proper  channel.  But,  said  he,  that  policy, 
care  of  his  own  concerns.  That  maxim,  sir,  is  ,  while  it  is.  pacific,  should  at  the  same  time  be 
very  true,  but  very  inapplicable  to  the  present  liberal;  he  spoke  now  in  relation  to  those  great 
occasion.  The  question  which  is  now  lo  be  dis-  '  questions  which  are  at  this  hour  agitating  Europe 
cu<scd  is  the  American  question  in  relation  lo  this  and  the  world — questions  which"  are  concerned 
affair — What  is  it  best  for  us  to  do  in  the  present  wherever  a  nation  attempts  to  obtain  its  freedom — 
aspect  of  things  respecting  Greece?  And  surely,  the  question,  in  a  word,  between  regulated  and 
sir,  this  i^  a  question  that  comprehends  something  unregulated  power.  Wherever  it  is  disputed, 
more  than  a  mere  pecuniary  calculation.  When-  ]  whether  a  nation  shall  or  shall  not  possess  a  con- 
ever  my  mind  turns  to  that  question,  I  cannot  i  stitution,  our  side  of  that  question  ought  to  be 
forget  the  age  I  live  in,  as  well  as  the  peculiar  '  known  and  declared;  we  are  bound  to  bring,  in 
poNition  of  our  own  country.  j  aid  of  its  decision,  that  moral  force  which  must 

At  the  commencement  of  the  present  session  of  ever  reside  in  the  opinion  of  a  free  and  an  intelli- 
Congress,  Mr.  W.  said,  the  President  of  the  I  gent  nation.  He  had  said  that  the  policy  of  this 
United  States,  in  the  discharge  of  the  high  duties  \  Government  was  a  pacific  but  a  liberal  policy; 
of  his  station,  deemed  it  incumbent  upon  him  to  i  he  should  endeavor  to  show  that  in  both  of  these 
introduce  the  subject  to  the  consideration  of  the  I  characters  it  sanctioned  the  adoption  of  the  reso- 
National  Legislature;  and,  in  his  communication,  I  lution  now  on  the  table. 
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The  entire  overthrow  of  the  late  French  Em- 
peror, left  the  European  world  in  a  stale  of  very 
strong  excitement.     In  September,  1815,  the  Sov- 


The  age,  said  he,  is  a  peculiar  one — it  has  a 
marked  and  striking  character,  and  the  position 
and  circuia-ilances  of  our  country  are  no  less  so. 

Had  we  enjoyed  the  option,  in  which  period  of  ;  ereigns,  who  had,  by  their  united  exertions,  suc- 
ihe  world's  history,  as  thus  far  disclosed,  our  per-  \  ceeded  in  putting  down  the  French  i>ower,  entered 
sonal  lot  should  be  cast,  none  of  us,  surely,  would  !  into,  and   published    to  the  world,  an  instrument 
wish  to  have  been  born  in  any  other  time,  or  in    of  agreement,   which    has  since   been  familiarly 
any  other  countrv.     There  has  occurred  no  age  1  known  by  the  title  of  the  "  Holy  Alliance."     This 
that  rnay  be  compared  with  the  present,  whether  '  paper,  which  appeared  immediately  on  the  restora- 
in  the  interest  excited  by  what  now  is,  or  the  pros-  |  tion  of  the  Bourbons,  had  its  origin  with  theCab- 
pects  it  holds  out  as  to  what  shall  be.     The  atti-  '  inet  of  Russia.     Its  appearance  exciied,  at  first, 
tude  of  the  United  States,  meanwhile,  is  solemn  '  but  little  comparative  interest.     It  was  regarded 
and  impressive.     Ours  is  now  the  great  Republic  ,  as  little  more  than  a  devout  expression  of  gratitude 
of  the  earth;  its  free  institutions  are  matured  by  j  for  the  success  which  had   attended  their  united 
the  experiment  of  half  a  century  ;  nay.  as  a  free  :  exertions  in  bringing  the  long  war  ot  Europe  to  a 
Government,  it  goes  farther  back— the  benefits  of  (  conclusion.     It  professed  to  be  nothing  more  than 
a  free  Constitution  have  virtually  been  enjoyed    a  declaration,  that  the  sovereigns,  who  joined  in  it, 
here   tor  two  centuries.     As  a  free  Goverrtment,  j  would,  in  future,  conduct  their  respective  Govern- 
as  the  freest  Government,  its  growth  and  strength  i  ments  on  principles  of  the  public  good,  and  with  a 
compel  it,  willing  or  unwilling,  to  stand  forth  to  ;  sacred  regard  to  the  Christian  religion.     Such  a 
the  contemplation  ol  the  world,     We  cannot  ob-  i  combination  was  certainly  novel.     Nothing  like  it 
scure  ourselves,  if  we  would  ;  a  part  we  must  take,  '  had  ever  before  been  published  by  kings.  Yet,  under 
honorable  or  dnhouorable,  in  all  that  is  done  in  \  the  view  of  it  which  he  had  just  expressed,  it  at- 
ihe  civilized  world.     Now,  it  will  not  be  denied,  i  tracted  no  very  great  shareof  attention.  On  the  face 
that,  within  the  last  ten  years,  there  has  been  agi-  ;  of  it,  there  seemed  nothing  to  object  to.     All  that 
lated,  in  that  world,  a  question  of  vast  moment —    was  strange  about  the  transaction  was,  that  mon- 
a  question  pregnant  with  consequences  favorable  '  archs,  who  professed  Christianity  and  civilization, 
or  unfavorable  to  the  prevalence,  nay,  to  the  very  i  should   stipulate   to  do  what,  without  any  such 
existence,  of  civil  liberty.     It  is  a  question  which  i  stipulation,  it  was  their  acknowledged  duty  to  do ; 
comes  home  to  us.     It  calls  on  us  for  the  expres-  \  the  contract  bound  them  to  nothing  to  which  they 
sion  of  our  opinion  on  the  great  question  now  be-  \  were  not  morally  bound  already.     What  was  the 
fore  us.     Assuredly,  if  there  is  any  general   ten-    amount  of  the  contract  ?     That    they  would  not 
dencyin  the  mind^'and  affairs  of  meo,  which  may  |  violate  Christianity,  nor  disturb  the  peace  of  Eu- 
be  said  to  characterize  the  present  age,  it  is  the  |  rope.     At  best,  such  a  contract  was  supererogatory, 
tendency  to  limited  Governments.     The  enlight-  ,  It  was  remarkable,   that  a  celebrated   writer   on 
ened  part  of  mankind  have  very  distinctly  evinced    treaties,  when  defining  what  a  treaty  is,  supposed, 
a  desire  to  take  a  sliare,  at  least,  in  the  govern-    as  possible,  such  a  case  as  has  occurred,  and  cer- 
inent  of  themselvesT  The  men  of  this  age  will  i  tainly  spoke  very  disrespectfully  of  such  a  treaty 
not  be  satisfied  even  with  kind   masters.     They    as  the    Holy  Alliance  actually  was.     His  words 
have  shown,  (except  where  force  has  been  inter-  I  Mr.  W.  quoted  as  follow.'- : 

posed  to  crush  them,)  that  they  will  not  be  con-  I  "It  ■eem«  useless  to  frame  any  pacts  or  leagues 
tented  without  a  participation  in  the  Government,  j  barely  for  the  defence  and  support  of  uniTersal  peace. 
—  -     .       ~  jjjj.^  jjy  gucfi  a  league  nothing  is  superadded  to  the  ob- 

ligation of  natural  law,  and  no  agreement  is  made  for 
the  performance  of  any  thing,  which  the  parties  were 
not  previously  bound  to  perform,  nor  is  the  original 
obligation  rendered  firmer  or  stronger  by  such  au  ad- 
dition. Men  of  any  tolerable  culture  and  civilization, 
might  well  be  ashamed  of  entering  into  any  such  com- 
pact, the  conditions  of  which  imply  only  that  the  par- 
ties concerned  shall  not  olTend  in  any  clear  point  of 
duty.  Besides,  we  should  be  guilty  of  great  irreverence 
towards  God,  should  we  ^uppose  that  his  injunctions 
had  not  already  laid  a  sufficient  obligation  upon  us  to 
act  justly,  unless  we  ourselves  voluntarily  consented 
to  the  same  engagement  ;  as  if  our  obligation  to  obey 
his  will,  depended  upon  our  own  pleasure. 

"  If  one  engage  to  serve  another,  he  doth  not  set  it 
down  expressly  and  particularly  among  the  terms  and 
conditions  of  the  bargain,  that  he  will  not  betray  nor 
murder  him,  nor  pillage  nor  burn  his  house.  For  the 
same  reason,  that  would  be  a  dishonorable  engagement, 
in  which  men  should  bind  themselves  to  act  properly 
and  decently,  and  not  break  the  peace." — Fuffendtjrff. 
Such  were  the  sentiments  of  this  eminent  writer. 
How  nearly  he  had  anticipated  the  case  of  the 
Holy  Alliance,  Mr.  W.  said,  would  appear  from 


This  is  so  strongly  marked  a  feature  in  the  social 
condition  of  this  age,  that  it  can  have  escaped  the 
observation  of  none  to  whom  I  address  myself.  It 
cannot  be  denied  that  while  this  is  the  prevailing 
spirit,  there  is  an  antagonist  principle  also  at  work. 
This,  sir,  said  Mr.  W.,  is  a  state  of  things  in  which 
we,  as  a  nation,  have,  we  must  have,  an  interest. 
The  doctrines  advanced  (and  which  are  promptly 
supported  by  a  great  force)  go  to  prostrate  the 
liberties  of  the  entire  civilized  world,  whether  ex- 
isting under  an  absolute,  a  monarchical,  or  a  re- 
publican form  of  government.  They  are  doctrines 
which  have  been  conceived  with  great  sagacity, 
they  are  pursued  with  unbroken  perseverance,  and 
they  bring  to  their  support  a  million  and  a  half 
of  bayonets. 

And,  here,  said  Mr.  W.,  let  me  not  be  misunder- 
stood, I  aro  not  about  to  declaim  against  crowned 
heads,  nor  enter  on  a  tirade  again?!  other  forms 
of  government  but  1  ask  that  the  declarations  of 
the  Congress  of  European  Sovereigns,  which  is 
promulgated  as  thai  which  is  to  form  a  part  of 
the  public  law  of  civilized  Europe,  may  be  sub- 
jected to  a  close  examination, 
f 
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comparing  with  what  he  then  wrote,  the  preamble 
to  that  alliance,  which  Mr.  W.  read,  in  the  follow- 
ing words : 

"  In  the  name  of  the  roost  Holy  and  Indivisible 
Trinity,  their  Majesties,  the  Emperor  of  Austria,  the 
King  of  Prussia,  and  the  Emperor  of  Russia, — sol- 
emnly declare,  that  the  present  act  has  no  other  object 
than  to  publish,  in  the  face  of  the  whole  world,  their 
fixed  resolution,  both  in  the  administration  of  their  re- 
spective States,  and  in  their  pohticAl  relations  with 
every  other  Government,  to  take  for  their  sole  guide 
the  precepts  of  thntholy  religion,  namely,  the  precepts 
of  justice.  Christian  charity,  and  peace,  which,  far 
from  being  applicable  only  to  private  concerns,  must 
have  an  immediate  influence  on  the  councils  of  princes, 
and  guide  all  their  steps,  as  being  the  only  means  of 
consolidating  human  institutions,  and  remedying  their 
imperfections." 

This  measure,  Mr.  W.  went  on  to  say,  was  no 
otherwi.'je  important  than  that  it  was  the  first  of 
a  series,  and  that  it  was  followed  up  by  measures 
of  the  most  important  kind.  In  this  point  of  view, 
it  was  worthy  of  the  most  mature  consideration. 
It  contained  two  principles,  which  were  now  de- 
clared to  form  a  part  of  the  lawof  the  world,  the 
enforcement  of  which  was  threatened  by  a  million 
and  a  half  of  bayonets.  The  first  of  these  is,  that 
all  constitutional  rights  come  from  the  Crown. 
"  All  useful  and  necessary  changes  (says  the  Lay- 
'  bach  Circular,  of  May,  1S21)  ought  only  to  era- 
'  anate  from  the  free  will  and  intelligent  convic- 
'  tion  of  those  whom  God  has  rendered  responsible 
*  for  power."  This  principle,  Mr.  W.  said,  car- 
ried Europe  back  at  one  remove,  to  the  middle  of 
the  dark  ages.  This  was  the  form  under  which 
our  sturdy  ancestors  obtained  Magna  Charta, 
which  was  given  as  a  concession  from  the  Sove- 
reign. But,  in  *a  later  age,  in  the  revolution 
which  introduced  the  family  of  Orange,  the  Brit- 
ish nation  had  grown  wiser — those  things  which 
at  Runnymede  were  given  as  grants  by  the  Bill 
of  Rights,  were  afterwards  formally  and  explicitly 
demanded  and  insisted  on,  as  rights  of  the  nation. 
They  had  been  assented  to  as  such,  and  on  this 
basis  the  English  Constitution  rests  at  this  hour. 
For  this  reason  it  was,  that  Britain,  when  she  re- 
fused to  unite  in  the  princip!  s  of  the  Holy  Alli- 
ance, declared  those  principles  to  be  subversive  of 
the  principles  of  the  English  Constitution. 

What,  said  Mr.  W.,  is  the  nature  of  that  alli- 
ance ?  Alliances  between  nations  for  the  purpose 
of  mutual  advantage  or  defence,  had  been  often 
heard  of,  but  an  alliance  such  as  that  at  Lay- 
bach  had  never  dared  to  be  declared  to  the  world. 
Was  this  an  alliance  of  nation  with  nation  ?  No, 
Mr,  W.  said,  it  was  an  alliance  of  crowns  against 
the  people;  of  sovereigns  against  their  own  sub- 
jects; it  was,  in  a  word,  the  union  of  the  physical 
force  of  all  Governments  against  the  rights  of  the 
people  in  all  countries.  What  was  the  natural 
tendency  of  such  an  alliance?  It  was  to  put  an 
end  to  all  nations,  as  such.  Extend  the  principles 
of  that  alliance,  and  the  nations  are  no  more — 
there  are  only  Kings.  It  divided  society  horizon- 
tally, (if  such  a  figure  was  allowed  to  him,)  and 
left  all  the  sovereigns  above,  and  all  the  people 
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below ;  it  set  up  the  one  above  all  rule  or  restraint, 
and  put  down  the  otiier  to  be  trampled  beneath 
their  feet.  Not  satisfied  with  demanding  from 
the  subject  allegiance  to  bis  own  master,  it  exacted 
a  double,  a  triple,  a  quadruple,  and  he  believed, 
indeed,  a  quintuple  allegiance.  According  to  its 
principle,  all  people  owe  allegiance  to  all  sove- 
reigns. What  must  be,  what  has  been,  the  prac- 
tical operation  of  such  principles?  They  lead, 
necessarily,  to  mutual  distrust,  to  general  discon- 
tent, and  to  universal  war.  This  alliance,  Mr. 
W.  said,  had  changed  the  leading  policy  of  Eu- 
rope. It  had  made  it  criminal  for  the  people  to 
combine,  or  to  resist  the  will  of  either  of  these 
sovereigns.  If,  for  example,  a  Spaniard  attempted 
to  resist  the  Inquisition,  he  offended  not  only  the 
King  of  Spain,  but  he  sinned  also  against  the 
Emperor  ot  Russia.  Or,  if  a  Greek  attempted  to 
resist  the  Turkish  scimetar,  he,  too.  offended  the 
Emperor  of  Russia.  To  use  the  words  of  the 
Verona  circular,  such  a  man  "throws  a  firebrand 
into  the  midst  of  the  Ottoman  Empire." 

At  the  Congress  of  Troppau,  said  Mr.  W.,  we 
find  the  second  of  the  doctrines  to  which  I  before 
alluded,  as  now  published  to  the  world,  to  be  its 
law.  The  Declaration  of  Troppau  says,  '*  The 
'  Powers  have  an  undoubted  right  to  take  a  hostile 
'  attitude  in  regard  to  those  States  in  which  an 
'  overthrow  of  the  Government  may  operate  as  an 
'  example."  This  right,  between  States  whose 
juxtaposition  renders  them  mutually  exposed  to 
the  consequences  of  what  takes  place  in  either,  is 
a  part  of  what  is  called  the  law  of  vicinage;  and, 
when  confined  to  extreme  cases,  may,  to  a  certain 
extent,  be  defended  upon  principles  of  necessity, 
and  national  defence  and  preservation.  On  this 
principle,  the  war  of  England  against  France, 
when  the  latter  was  in  a  state  of  revolution,  v^as 
undertaken,  and  this  is  the  ground  on  which  it 
was  defended  on  the  floor  of  Parliament.  But  to 
maintain  that  every  sovereign  in  Europe  may  go 
to  war  to  repress  an  example,  Mr.  W.  said  was 
monstrous  indeed  !  What  was  to  be  the  limit  to 
such  a  principle,  or  to  the  practice  growing  out  of 
it?  If  this  principle  is  allowed,  what,  said  Mr. 
W.,  becomes  of  our  example  ?  Why  are  we  not 
as  legitimate  objects  for  the  operation  of  the  prin- 
ciple as  any  who  attempt  to  set  a  republican  ex- 
ample on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic?  We 
certainly  did  not  subscribe  to  this  principle  in  the 
days  of  the  Revolution.  We  did  think  that  when 
oppressed  we  might  lawfully  resist  oppression; 
and  I  trust  we  are  not  so  sick  of  our  liberty  and 
its  effects  as  to  be  unwilling,  by  our  example,  and 
by  the  most  public  expression  of  our  opinion,  to 
recommend  to  others  the  same  doctrine. 

Here,  then,  continued  Mr.  W.,  is  a  combination 
which  is  expressly  pledged  against  all  who  set  such 
an  example — a  manifesto  which  sets  itself  against 
the  whole  course  of  the  human  intellect — against 
the  character  of  the  age,  and  which  would  bring 
us  back  at  once  to  all  the  oppression  of  the  feudal 
system.  Here  is  doctrine  which  no  writer,  no 
diplomatist,  which  even  no  courtier  ever  thought 
of  advancing.  Sir,  said  Mr.  W.,  it  is  a  flagrant 
inuovation  on  the  principles  and  practice  of  the 
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whole  civilized  world.  I  hope,  said  he,  I  shall  not 
be  considered  as  exaggerating  the  case.  To  con- 
vince this  House  that  I  slate  nothing  but  the  sober 
truth — that  I  draw  no  inference  thai  the  sovereigns 
ihenoselves  have  not  drawn  belore  me — permit  me 
to  refer  to  an  occurrence  that  took  place  at  the 
Congress  of  Verona.  In  a  speech  made  at  that 
Congress  by  the  French  Minister.  Chateaubriand, 
he  declared  that,  in  a  personal  conversation  with 
the  Emperor  of  Russia,  he  had  heard  that  august 
sovereign  utter  sentiments,  which  appeared  to  him 
so  precious  that  he  immediately  hastened  home, 
and  wrote  them  down,  while  they  were  yet  fresh 
in  his  recollection.     The  Emperor  declared — 

"That  there  can  no  longer  be  such  a  thing  as  an 
English,  French,  Ruesian,  Prussian,  or  Austrian  pol- 
icy ;  there  is  henceforth  but  one  policy,  which,  for  the 
safety  of  all,  should  be  adopted  both  by  people  and 
kings.  It  was  for  me  first  to  show  myself  convinced  of 
the  principles  on  which  I  founded  tbo  alliance.  An 
occasion  offered  itself — the  rising  in  Greece.  Noth- 
ing, certainly,  occurred  more  for  my  interests,  for  the 
interests  of  my  people — nothing  more  acceptable  to 
my  country,  than  a  religious  war  with  Turkey  ;  but  I 
have  thought  I  perceived  in  the  troubles  of  the  Morea 
the  sign  of  revolution,  and  I  have  held  back.  Provi- 
dence has  not  put  under  my  command  800,000  sol- 
diers to  satisfy  my  ambition,  but  to  protect  religion, 
morality,  and  justice,  and  to  secure  the  prevalence  of 
those  principles  of  order  on  which  human  society  rests. 
It  may  well  be  permitted  that  kings  should  hnve 
public  alliances  to  defend  themselves  against  secret 
enemies." 

This  may  be  so;  but,  I  trust  in  God,  though 
there  should  be  no  French,  or  Russian,  or  Prus- 
sian, or  Austrian,  or  English  policy,  (though  this 
latter  I  never  will  believe.)  there  will  at  least  be 
an  American  policy.  The  end  and  scope  of  this 
doctrine  is  neither  more  nor  less  than  this:  to  in- 
terfere, by  force,  for  any  Government  against  any 
people  who  resist  it.  The  times  of  the  Stuarts 
have  come  back  again,  and  with  increased  de- 
mands of  power.  Be  the  state  of  a  people  what  it 
may,  they  shall  not  rise — be  the  Government  what 
it  will,  it  shall  in  no  case  be  resisted.  And  this 
has  been  carried  out,  too.  Look  at  Spain — look 
at  Greece.  If  a  man  may  not  resist,  either  the 
Spanish  Inquisition  or  the  Turkish  scimetar,  what, 
in  God's  name,  may  he  resist?  Stronger  cases 
can  never  arise.  This  alliance  laughs  at  the  doc- 
trine of  your  Blackstones,  and  all  others  who 
maintain  that,  in  extreme  cases,  resort  is  to  be  had 
to  Grst  principles  and  natural  rights.  Are  we  pre- 
pared to  part  with  that  doctrine?  The  doctrine 
IS  advanced — it  is  supported  with  an  immense 
force.  The  timid  shrink  and  succumb.  If  it  is 
not  resisted  here,  and  in  one  other  spot,  it  will  be 
resisted  nowhere.  If  there  is  no  vigor  in  the 
Saxon  race  to  withstand  it,  there  is  none  to  be 
looked  for  elsewhere.  Is  it  not  time  to  step  forth, 
and  at  least  declare  that  we  condemn  and  deny 
such  monstrous  opinions?  How  can  reformation 
of  Government  ever  begin  but  with  the  people? 
The  radical  defect  of  this  system-is,  that  it  divides 
civilization — it  would  allow  it  to  goon  in  all  other 
matters,  but  not  in  principles  of  Government  and 


civil  liberty.  But  human  knowledge  is  all  con- 
nected— that  knowledge  is  fast  spreading — the 
great  mass  of  society  which  holds,  and  ever  must 
hold,  the  physical,  is  fast  obtaining  the  intellectual 
power  of  society.  The  harmony  which  has  ever 
prevailed,  either  in  Europe  or  America,  has  rested 
on  the  principle  of  the  mutual  independence  of 
nations.  There  have,  indeed,  been  some  instances 
of  the  violation  of  this  principle,  as  in  the  case  of 
Poland;  but  on  the  great  scale  nations  have  hith- 
erto been  viewed  as  independent  sovereignties 

civilization  and  Christianity  have  united  to  estab- 
lish among  them  international  law,  and  from  this 
blended  influence  has  sprung  that  delightful  spec- 
tacle, so  truly  described  by  a  poet,  the  unseen, 
but  not  unfelt  influence  of  law: 

"  And  sovereign  Law,  the  world's  collected  will, 

O'er  thrones  and  gloljes  elate. 
Sits  Empress — crowning  good,  repressing  ill : 

Srait  by  her  sacred  frown, 
The  fiend,  Discretion,  like  a  vapor,  sinks, 

And  e'en  the  all-dazzling  Crown 
Hides  his  faint  rays,  and  at  her  bidding  shrinks." 

Take  this  away,  and  there  is  nothing  left  but 
the  sword.  The  law  of  nations  declares  that  all 
States  are  equal — these  i)apers  deny  it.  The  law 
of  nations  maint.Tins  that,  in  extreme  cases,  resist- 
ance IS  lawful — these  papers  deny  it.  The  law  of 
nations  proclaims  that  one  nation  has  no  right 
to  interfere  in  the  affairs  of  another — these  papers 
deny  it. 

But  now,  it  may  be  asked,  what  is  all  that  to 
us?  The  question  is  easily  answered.  We  are 
one  of  the  nations.  Our  system  of  Government 
is,  throughout,  utterly  hostile  to  that  system,  and 
if  \ve  are  safe  from  it.s  effects  we  may  thank  our 
situation  or  our  courage.  TIk*  age  we  live  in, 
and  our  own  active  character,  have  connected  us 
with  all  the  nations  of  the  world,  and  we,  as  a 
nation,  have  precisely  the  same  interest  in  inter- 
national law  as  a  private  individual  has  in  the 
laws  of  his  country. 

But,  apart  from  the  soundness  of  the  policy,  on 
general  principles  there  is  a  ground  of  duty  in  this 
matter.  What  do  we  not,  as  a  people,  owe  to  the 
principle  of  lawful  resi>tance?  to  the  principle 
that  society  shall  govern  it.self  ?  These  principles 
have  raised  us  to  a  state  of  prosperity,  in  which 
our  course  is  rapid  and  irresistible.  We  are  borne 
on  as  by  a  mighty  current,  and  if  we  would  slop 
long  enough  to  take  an  observation,  that  we  may 
measure  our  national  course,  before  we  can  effect 
it,  we  find  we  have  already  moved  a  vast  distance 
from  the  point  at  which  it  was  commenced.  This 
course  we  cannot  check;  it  is  the  course  of  things, 
and  it  will  go  on.  Shall  we  not.  thus  situated, 
give  to  others  who  are  struggling  for  these  very 
principles,  the  cheering  aid  of  our  example  and 
opinion  ? 

But,  whatever  we  do  in  this  matter,  it  behooves 
us  to  do  on  principle.  If,  on  the  subject  of  the 
rumored  combination  against  South  America,  we 
take  any  stand,  it  must  be  on  principle  that  that 
stand  is  taken.  The  near  approach,  or  the  re- 
mote distance  of  danger,  may  change  policy,  but 
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cannot  touch  principle;  and  the  same  reasons  of 
an  abstract  kind,  that  would  lead  us  to  protest  in 
the  case  of  the  whole  Southern  Continent,  bind 
us  to  protest  in  the  case  of  the  smallest  Republic 
in  Italy. 

A  second  question,  however,  may  here  be  asked. 
What  can  we  do?  This  thunder  is  at  a  distance 
— the  wide  Atlantic  rolls  between — we  are  safe: 
would  you  have  us  go  to  war?  Would  you  have 
us  send  armies  into  Europe?  No:  I  would  not. 
But  this  reasoning  mistakes  the  age.     Formerly, 


works  of  modern  Europe  have  been  translated  in- 
to their  language,  and  they  have  produced  many 
works  entirely  original.  This  people,  a  people  of 
intelligence,  ingenuity,  refinement,  spirit,  and  en- 
terprise, have  been  for  centuries  under  the  most 
atrocious,  unparalleled  Tartarian  barbarism  that 
ever  oppressed  the  human  race.  This  House  is 
unable  to  estimate  duly,  it  is  unable  even  to  con- 
ceive or  comprehend  it.  It  must  be  remembered 
that  the  character  of  the  force  which  has  so  long 
domineered  over  them  is  purely  military.     It  has 


indeed,  there  was  no  making  an  impression  on  a  been  as  truly,  as  beautifully,  said,  that  "the  Turk 
nation  but  by  bayonets,  and  subsidies,  by  fleets  has  now  been  encamped  in  Europe  for  four  ^en- 
and  armies:  but  the  age  has  undergone  a  change:  '  turies."  Yes,  sir — it  is  nothing  else  than  an  en- 
there  is  a  force  in  public  oninion  which,  in  the  |  campment.  "They  came  in  by  the  sword,  and 
long  run,  will  outweigh  all  the  physical  force  i  they  govern  by  the  sword.  They  hold  the  cap- 
that  can  be  brought  to  oppose  it.  Until  public  '  tive  Greeks  to  be  their  property — and  when  a 
opinion  is  subdued,  the  greatest  enemy  of  tyranny  I  wretched  Greek  has  yielded  up  his  year's  earnings 
is  not  yet  dead.  What  is  the  soul,  the  informing  i  to  some  rapacious  exactor,  it  has  truly  been  said 
spirit  of  our  institutions,  of  our  entire  system  of  that  he  "pays  his  ransom  to  live  another  year." 
government?  Public  opinion.  While  this  acts  :  Despotic  |>ower  is  there,  if  the  phrase  may  be  al- 
with  intensity,  and  moves  in  the  right  direction,  '  lowed,  formed  into  a  regular  system  of  anarchy, 
the  country  must  ever  be  safe — let  us  direct  the  The  power  delegated  to  the  inferior  tyrant  is  as 
force,  the  vast  moral  force  of  this  engine,  to  the  absolute  within  its  sphere,  as  the  power  of  the 
aid  of  others.  Public  opinion  is  the  great  enemy  :  Sultan  himself — and  hence,  there  is  scarcely  a 
of  the  Holy  Alliance.  It  may  be  said  that  public  i  great  post  under  the  whole  government  whose  in- 
opmion  did  not  succeed  in  Spain.  Public  opinion  cumbent  is  not  virtually,  often  actually,  at  war 
was  never  thoroughly  changed  there;  but  does  '.  with  the  Porte.  Between  these  two'  opposite 
any  man  suppose  that  Spain  is  not  at  this  day  !  Powers,  both  despotic,  it  is  dangerous  to  take 
nearer,  not  merely  in  point  of  time,  but  intellectu-  I  sides,  and  yet  sides  must  be  taken:  in  all  the  em- 
ally  and  politically,  nearer  to  freedom  than  she  pire  there  is  no  property,  no  security.  The  well 
was  last  Spring?  True,  indeed,  the  Bourbon  Known  and  undisguised  sale  of  all  oflSces,  is,  of 
power  did  make  an  almost  unresisted  march  from  itself,  a  sufficient  index  of  the  state  of  society.  In 
the  Pyrenees  to  Cadiz,  but  is  Europe  satisfied  ?    the  whole  world  no  such  oppression  is  felt  as  that 


Public  opinion  is  neither  conciliated  nor  destroyed  I  which  has  crushed  down  the  wretched  Greeks. 
— like  Milton's  angels,  it  is  vital  in  every  part —  '  In  India,  to  be  sure,  it  is  bad  enough  in  principle, 
and  this  followed  back  the  Conqueror  as  he  re-  '  but  in  the  actual  feeling  of  the  oppression,  it  is 
turned,  and  held  Europe  in  indignant  silence,  not  to  be  compared.  There  the  oppressed  natives 
Let  us,  then,  speak:  let  us  speak  well  of  what  has  are  themselves  as  barbarous  as  their  oppressors, 
done  well  for  us.  We  shall  have  the  thinking  but  here  have  been  seven  millions  of  civilized,  en- 
world  all  with  us — and,  be  it  remembered,  it  was  '  lightened.  Christian  men,  trampled  into  the  very 
a  thinking  community  that  achieved  our  Revolu-  ,  earth,  century  after  century,  by  a  barbarous,  pil- 
tion  before  a  battle  had  been  fought.  i  laging,  relentless  soldiery. 

I  shall  not  detain  this  Committee  by  laying  bo-  i  Sir,  the  case  is  unique;  there  has  existed  noth- 
fore  It  any  statistical,  geographical,  or  commer-  ing  like  it,  before  or  since.  The  world  has  no 
cial  account  of  Greece.  The  document  on  your  such  misery  to  show.  Surely,  there  is  no  case  in 
table,  which  has  been  furnished  from  the  Depart-  '  which  we  could  point  to  the  civilized  and  Chris- 
raent  of  State,  in  some  measure  supplies  these:  !  tian  world  with  such  an  emphasis  of  appeal, 
and  her  history  is  familiar  to  us  all.  Within  the  ;  What,  during  all  this  time,  has  been  the  conduct 
last  thirty  or  forty  years,  the  condition  of  that  '  of  the  neighboring  nations — nations  professedly 
country  has  undergone  a  great  improvement.  Her  j  Christian  ?  It  has  been  a  disgrace  to  Europe, 
marine  produces  the  best  sailors  in  the  Mediter-  '  As  early  as  the  Congress  at  Laybach,  in  1821,  the 
ranean — better,  in  that  sea,  than  even  our  own.  !  papers  of  that  council  spoke  of  the  rising  of  this 
Their  commerce,  before  the  present  commotions,  j  oppressed  people  as  culpable,  as  criminal.  And 
had  begun  to  extend  itself  to  France  and  Spain —  ;  this  charge  comes  from  the  Emperor  of  Russia. 
Hobhouse  (our  best  authority)  states  their  seamen  I  Certainly  he  did  not  always  think  it  quite  so 
at  fifty  thousand;  but  that  number  is  certainly  criminal  in  Greece  to  resist  the  Porte,  On  the 
much  too  large — they  have  one  hundred  and  fifty-  \  contrary,  is  it  not  known  to  all  the  world  that 
three  thousand  tons  of  shipping,  which  is  equal  to  '  Russia  advanced  a  claim  of  some  kind  against 
about  one-fifth  of  that  of  the  United  States.  Their  '  the  Porte  to  the  allegiance  of  Greece?  Did  not 
population  in  European  Turkey  is  about  five  mil-  Ivan  III.  discard  the  banner  of  St.  George,  and 
lions,  and  in  Asia  Minor  about  two  millions  more,  j  take  the  double-headed  eagle  in  its  stead  ?  Did 
Their  moral  state  is  rapidly  advancing  in  all  re-  i  not  Peter  the  Great  secure  for  them  the  passage 
spects — the  literati  of  Europe  conceived  a  strong  :  of  the  Dardanelles?  Did  he  not  adopt  the  far- 
interest  in  their  behalf,  and  sent  books  and  schol-  I  famed  banner  of  Constantine — "  *;»  hoc  siyno  vin- 
ars  and  printing  presses  into  Greece — many  of  the  '  cm  ?"     Did  he  not  btamp  upon  his  coin  "  Petbds 
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I.  Russo-Gr.ecor.  Imperator  ?•'     From  1769  to 
1774,  did  not  Russia  engage  in  successive  cam- 
paigns against  the   Pcrte,  and   did  she  not   till 
Greece  with  her  armies  ?     Were  not  the  Turks 
compelled  to  admit,  by  treaty,  the  independence 
of  the  Czar  of  the  Crimea  ?    And  did  not  the 
Empress    Catharine,    when  she    conquered    the 
Crimea,  inscribe  over  the  gate  of  Cherson,  "  the 
ROAD  TO  Byzantium  ?"     Strange,  indeed,  after 
all  this,  that  a   Greek  insurrection  agamst   the 
Turks  should  excite  the  indignation  of  the  Em- 
peror of  Russia  !     Yet,  what  says  the  Congress  of 
Verona,  held  no  longer  ago  than  last  year  ?     It 
denounces  "  the  rash  and  culpable  conduct  of  the 
Greeks,  who  have  thrown  a  firebrand  into  the 
midst  of  the  Ottoman  empire."     If  they  did,  that 
was  done  long  before  they  did  it,  and  they  were 
by  this  very  rower  encouraged  to  do  it     Might 
it  not  have  been  expected  that  at  that  Congress 
some  relenting  of  compassion  would  have  been 
felt  for  these  suffering  Greeks?    Nobody  doubt*; 
the  power  of  that  Congress  to  aid   them — one 
word  would  have  delivered  the  whole  nation.    If, 
as  that  alliance  professed,  they  took  Christianity 
foi  their  guide,  what  must  be  said  of  their  aband- 
oning seven  millions  of  Christian   people  to  be 
trampled  upon  by  barbarians  ?    Nay,  at  their  be- 
ing accused,  because  they  turned  upon  their  op- 
pressors, of  "  throwing  a  firebrand  into  the  midst 
of  the  Ottoman  empire?"     But  farther,  sir:    In 
1821,  Baron   Strogonoff,  the  Russian  Minister  at 
Constantinople,  says,  in  a  public  document,  that 
the  most  unheard-of  enormities  were  perpetrated 
agamst  Greeks  who  had  no  share  whatever  in  the 
rebellion ;  and  that  the  conduct  of  the  Porte  toward 
these  people  was  sufficient  to  furnish  good  grounds 
for  all  Europe  to  unite  on  the  subject.     This  was 
in  1821.     This  was  followed  by  that  indescribable 
enormity,  that  appalling  monument  of  barbarian 
cruelty,  the  destruction  of  Scio — a  scene  I  will 
not  attempt  to  describe — from  which  human  na- 
ture shrinks  shuddering  away — a  scene,  thank 
God,  without  a  parallel  in  all  the  history  of  fallen 
man ;  and  that  was  quickly  followed  by  the  mas- 
sacres in  Cyprus.     All  these  things  were  perfectly 
known  when  the  Congress  of  Verona  accused  the 
Greeks,  for  their  insurrection,  of  "throwing  a 
firebrand  into  the  midst  of  the  Ottoman  empire  !" 
Now,  then,  I  repeat,  that  if  such  are  the  results 
of  the  system  of  modern  European  Sovereigns, 
it  is  a  system  which  demands  examination.    That 
this  was   a  fruit  of  that   system  is  undeniable. 
This  was  an  mterference  against  the  Greeks,  in 
favor  of  the  Turks ;  and  it  was  far  greater  than 
any  thing  I  propose  for  the  Greeks  agamst  the 
Turks.     Yes,  sir,  with  that  instrument  in  their 
hand,  Christian   Sovereigns,  there  professing  to 
take  the  Chri.siian  religion  for  their  guide,  have  ad- 
vanced to  check  a  Christian   nation   in  resisting 
the  bloodiest  cruelty  of  a  horde  of  Mahometan 
Tartars. 

Such  has  been  the  conduct  pursued  towards 
this  people.  I  now  ask  the  indulgence  of  the 
House,  while  I  state  a  very  short  account  of  their 
late  revolution. 

The  situation  of  Greece  had  excited  the  sym- 


pathies of  Western  Europe  for  thirty  years  past. 
Societies  had  been  formed  in  Germany  to  improve 
the  condition  of  the  suffering  people — branches  of 
those  societies  were  ettended  into  Greece — many 
of  their  youth  were  carefully  instructed  in  litera- 
ture— many  disbanded  officers  from  the  European 
armies  entered  into  the  Grecian  service,  and  a  con- 
siderable amelioration  of  their  condition  with  re- 
spect to  the  advantages  of  education  began  to  be 
effected.     In  1821,  the  revolt  took  place  in  Mol- 
davia and  Wallachia,  a  revolt  whiclv^was  suppos- 
ed to  have  been   fomented  by  Russia.     The  Em- 
peror brought  down  a  large  force  upon  the  Pruth 
— a  Russian  vessel,  being  suspected  of  carrying 
supplies   to   the   insurgents,  was  stopped  as  she 
passed  the  Bosphorus — and  a  rupture  seemed  im- 
mediately impending.    Russia  demanded  that  the 
Turkish  forces  should   be  withdrawn  from  those 
two  northern  provinces.     At  the  same  time  that 
Ypsilauti  was  in  rebellion  in  the  North,  the  Porte 
had  to  carry  on  a  desperate  struggle  with  Ali 
Pacha  in  the  West.     And  another  war  with  Per- 
sia threatened  in  the  East.     Then  it  was  that  the 
Greek  revolution  burst  forth.     They  soon  posses- 
sed themselves  of  the  open  country  of  the  Morea, 
and  forced  the  Turks  to  fly  for  refuge  into  the 
cities.      Of  these,  Tripolitza  soon  fell  into  their 
hands  ;  and  then  they  began  to  contemplated  gov- 
ernment.   They  assembled  a  Congress,  (the  name 
is  hallowed  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic — it  is  a 
name  dear  to  freedom,)  and   began  to  organize  a 
system  of  laws.     The  Annual  Register  aslts  what 
right  they  had  to  denominate  this  a  Congress? 
The  answer  is  easy  ;  the  same  right,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, that  we  had,  and  no  more.     With  our  Con- 
stitution before  them,  they  proceeded   to  copy  its 
features  as  closely  as  their  circumstances  would 
permit.     In   that  year,  the  war  with  Ali  Pacha 
was  ended  by  treachery,  and  the  breach  of  the 
Turkish  promise.  The  affair  was  settled,  too,  with 
Russia,  and  it  now  was  discovered   that  all  that 
she  had  insisted  on  was,  that  the  Turkish  forces 
should  be  withdrawn  from  Moldavia  and  Walla- 
chia ;  the  very  measure  which,  of  all  others,  had 
the  most  immediate  tendency  to  overwhelm  the 
Greek  cause.     Thus  was  the  whole  force  of  the 
Ottoman  Empire  let  loose  at  once  upon  devoted 
Greece;  and  what,  sir,  was  the  result?     Where 
the  Ottoman  made  his  greatest  effort,  he  was  met 
and  foiled,  and  in  six  weeks,  had  to  turn  back  his 
steps  from  the  Morea,  whither  his  fool  has  never 
since  trodden  to  this  day.   It  was  in  this  year  that 
the  island  of  Scio,  the  most  favored  island  in  the 
Archipelago,  an  island  the  peculiar  property  of 
the  Sultana,  the  lightest  taxed,  the  most  wealthy, 
themost  refined,  the  most  literary  spot  in  all  Greece; 
where  were  libraries,  such  as  few  States  in  this 
Union  posstss,  and  where  ease  and  elegance  had 
their  favorite  seat,  became  the  theatre  of  a  massa- 
cre such  as  is  not  to  be  paralleled  in  the  history  of 
the  world.     Tlie  inhabitants  of  Samos,  jealous  at 
the  comparative  prosperity  of  this  island,  landed, 
drove  the  Turks  into  the  town,  and  were  joined 
by    some  of  the  country  people  of  Scio.     The 
Turkish  fleet,  lately  reinforced  from  Egypt,  hap- 
pened to  be  in   the  neighborhood — they  landed, 
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and  burnt  the  city,  and  when  the  slaughter  and 
burning  was  over,  out  of  140,000  inhabitants,  nine 
hundred  only  were  left  alive.  40,000  women  and 
children,  inhabitants  of  the  island,  were  sold  at 
Smyrna  into  perpetual  slavery.  A  month  after — 
when  the  ashes  of  the  burnt  city  were  cold — did 
they  hang  thirty-five  Greeks  at  tne  yard-arm,  and 
slay  eighty-five  more  who  had  been  given  as  host- 
ages from  the  town.  Ten  more  hostages  were 
hanged  in  Constantinople — 700,  who  voluntarily 
surrendered,  were  all  shot  down  ;  800  others,  about 
whom  they  got  into  dispute,  were  murdered  in  the 
same  manner.  And,  sir,  on  the  wharves  of  Boston 
did  I  see  the  utensils  from  the  hearths  of  that  pol- 
ished, refined,  and  literary  people,  selling  for  old 
copper.  Numbers  of  children,  all  whose  relatives 
had  been  slaughtered,  were  picked  up  by  the  mer- 
chants in  the  Mediterranean,  and  some  of  them 
are  now  among  us.  Sir,  these  things  were  as 
well  known  at  the  Congress  of  Laybach  as  they 
are  on  this  floor — but  the  tale  did  not  move  a 
muscle  of  those  Allied  Sovereigns,  or  alter,  one 
hair's  breadth,  the  course  of  their  unfeeling  policy. 
During  the  present  year,  the  Persian  war  being 
over,  All  dead,  and  tne  Russians  gone,  the  whole 
weight  of  the  Turkish  force  has  again  and  again 
been  prcci'pitated  on  the  struggling  Greeks — again 
and  again  it  has  been  triumphantly  resisted — and 
it  is  only  this  morning,  sir,  that  I  received  the  news 
of  a  fresh  victory. 

They  now  hold  all  the  Morea,  Candia,  and  the 
islands,  with  the  exception  of  one  or  two  fortres- 
ses still  in  the  possession  of  the  Turks — they  have 
even  ventured  to  act  on  the  offensive.  Their 
marine  is  strengthened — their  blockades  have  been 
enforced — time,  experience,  and  the  vicissitudes 
of  their  momentous  struggle,  have  consolidated 
their  force,  and  they  have  now  the  advantage  and 
blessing  of  a  regular  representative  government. 
Sir,  have  they  not  done  much?  It  would  be 
great  injustice  to  compare  their  achievements  with 
our  own — because  we  began  our  struggle  already 

f»ossessed  of  government  jyid  of  comparative  civil 
reedom — we  had  for  centuries  been  accustomed 
to  govern  ourselves; — but  these  poor  Greeks  had 
scarce  any  of  the  means  of  knowledge — they  were 
without  public  concert — without  experience,  with- 
out patronage,  surrounded  by  nations  that  cast 
every  discouragement  in  their  way  ;  yet  they 
liave  now  had  a  free  government  for  two  years, 
and  their  soil  is  unproianed  by  the  foot  of  an  in- 
vader. They  have  carried  on  the  struggle  for 
three  successive  campaigns,  against  hordes  of 
Tarter  troops  and  auxiliary  forces  from  the  Bar- 
bary  States — they  have  been  conjured,  by  their 
neighbors,  to  submit;  but  they  still  manfully  hold 
out.  Two  hundred  tliousaud  have  heroically  laid 
down  their  lives — and  what  say  the  rest?  "  Some 
of  our  nation  are  yet  alive,  and  we  will  all  per- 
ish, before  we  will  yield  up  again  our  country  to 
the  oppressor." 

It  may  now  be  asked,  will  this  resolution  do 
them  any  good  ?  Yes,  it  will  do  them  much  good. 
It  will  give  them  courage  and  spirit,  which  is  bet- 
ter than  money.  It  will  assure  them  of  the  public 
sympathy,  and  will  inspire  them  with  fresh  con- 


stancy. It  will  teach  them  that  tbev  are  not  for- 
gotten by  the  civilized  world,  and  to  hope  one  day 
to  occupy,  in  that  world,  an  honorable  station. 

A  farther  question  remains.  Is  this  measure 
pacific  ?  It  has  no  other  character.  It  simply 
proposes  to  make  a  pecuniary  provision  for  a  mis- 
sion, when  the  President  shall  deem  such  mission 
expedient.  It  is  a  mere  reciprocation  to  the  senti- 
ments of  his  Message;  it  imposes  upon  him  no 
new  duty;  it  gives  nim  no  new  power;  it  does 
not  hasten  or  urge  him  forward ;  it  simply  pro- 
vides, in  an  open  and  avowed  manner,  the  means 
of  doing  what  would  else  be  done  out  of  the  con- 
tingent fund.  It  leaves  him  at  the  most  perfect 
liberty,  and  it  reposes  the  whole  matter  in  his  sole 
discretion.  He  might  do  it  without  this  resolu- 
tion, as  he  did  in  the  case  of  South  America,  but 
it  merely  answers  the  query  whether  on  so  great 
and  interesting  a  question  as  the  condition  oi  the 
Greeks,  this  House  holds  no  opinion  which  is 
worth  expressing?  But,  suppose  a  commissioner 
is  sent,  the  measure  is  pacific  still.  Where  is  the 
breach  of  neutrality  ?  wnerea  just  cause  of  offence? 
And  besides,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  all  the  danger  in 
this  matter  on  one  side  ?  may  we  not  inquire,  whose 
fleets  cover  the  Archipelago  ?  may  we  not  ask 
what  would  be  the  result  to  our  trade  should 
Smyrna  be  blockaded  ?  A  commissioner  could  at 
least  procure  for  us  what  we  do  not  now  possess — 
that  is,  authentic  information  of  the  true  state  of 
things.  The  document  on  your  table  exhibits 
a  meagre  appearance  on  this  point — what  does  it 
contain  ?  Letters  of  Mr.  Luriottis  and  paragraphs 
from  a  French  paper.  My  personal  opinion  is, 
that  an  agent  ought  immediately  to  be  sent;  but 
the  resolution  I  have  offered  by  no  means  goes  so 
far. 

Do  gentlemen  fear  the  result  of  this  resolution 
in  embroiling  us  with  the  Porte?  Why,  sir,  how 
much  is  it  ahead  of  the  whole  nation,  or  rather  let 
me  ask  how  much  is  the  nation  ahead  of  it?  Is 
not  this  whole  people  already  in  a  state  of  open 
and  avowed  excitement  on  this  subject?  Does 
not  the  land  rin^  from  side  to  side  with  one  com- 
mon sentiment  of  sympathy  for  Greece,  and  indig- 
nation towards  her  oppressors  ?  Nay  more  sir, 
are  we  not  giving  money  to  this  cause?  More 
still,  sir,  is  not  the  Secretary  of  State  in  open  cor- 
respondence with  the  President  of  the  Greek  Com- 
mittee in  London?  The  nation  has  gone  as  far 
as  it  can  go^  short  of  an  official  act  of  hostility. 
This  resolution  adds  nothing  beyond  what  is  al- 
ready done;  jior  can  any  of  the  European  Gov- 
ernments take  offence  at  such  a  measure.  But,  if 
they  would,  shall  we  be  withheld  from  an  honest 
expression  of  liberal  feelings  in  the  cause  of  free- 
dom for  fear  of  giving  umbrage  to  some  member 
of  the  Holy  Alliance?  We  are  not,  surely,  yet  pre- 
pared to  purchase  their  smiles  by  a  sacrifice  of 
every  manly  principle.  Dare  any  Christian  Prince 
even  ask  us  not  to  sympathize  with  a  Christian 
nation  struggling  against  Tartar  tyranny?  We 
do  not  interiere — we  break  no  engagements — we 
violate  no  treaties — with  the  Porte  we  have  none. 
Mr.  Chairman,  there  are  some  things  which,  to 
be  well  done,  must  be  promptly  done.    If  we  even 
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determine  to  do  the  thing  that  is  now  proposed,    representatives  of  John  Michael,  deceased  ;  which. 


we  may  do  it  too  late.  Sir,  I  am  not  one  of  those 
who  are  for  withholding  aid  when  it  is  most  ur- 
gently needed,  and  when  the  stress  is  past,  and  the 
aid  no  longer  necessary,  overwhelming  the  sufferer 
with  caresses.  I  will  not  stand  by  and  see  my 
fellow  man  drowning  without  stretching  out  a 
hand  to  help  him,  till  he  has  by  his  own  efforts 
and  presence  of  mind  reached  the  shore  in  safety, 
and  then  encumber  him  with  aid.  With  suffer- 
ing Greece,  now  is  the  crisis  of  her  fate — her  great, 
it  may  be,  her  last  struggle.  Sir,  while  we  sit  here 
deliberating,  her  destiny  may  be  decided.  The 
Greeks,  contending  with  ruthless  oppressors,  turn 
their  eyes  to  us,  and  invoke  us  by  their  ancestors, 


bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  to  which  was  recommitted  ihe  bill 
for  the  relief  of  John  Jenkins,  made  a  report  re- 
commending that  the  said  bill  be  postponed  in- 
definitely ;  which  rtport  was  ordered  to  lie  oa 
the  table. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  rep- 
resentatives of  John  Donnelson,  Stephen  Heard, 
and  others ;  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to 
which  is  committed  the  bill  to  authorize  the  State 


by  their  slaughtered  wives  and  children,  by  their    of  Indiana  to  open  a  canal  through  the  public 


own  blood,  poured  out  like  water,  by  the  heca 
tombs  of  dead  they  have  heaped  up  as  it  were  to 
heaven,  they  invoke,  they  implore  of  us  some  cheer- 
ing sound,  some  look  of  sympathy,  some  token  of 
compassionate  regard.  They  look  to  us  as  the 
great  Republic  of  the  earth — and  they  ask  us  by 
our  common  faith,  whether  we  can  forget  that 
they  are  struggling,  as  we  once  struggled,  for  what 
we  now  so  happily  enjoy  ?  I  cannot  say,  sir,  that 
they  will  succeed:  that  rests  with  Heaven.  But 
for  myself,  sir,  if  I  should  to-morrow  hear  that 
they  have  failed — that  their  last  phalanx  had  sunk 
beneath  the  Turkish  scimetar,  that  the  flames  of 
their  last  city  had  sunk  in  its  ashes,  and  that 
naught  remained  but  the  wide  melancholy  waste 
where  Greece  once  was,  1  should  still  reflect,  with 
the  most  heartfelt  satisfaction,  that  I  have  asked 
you,  in  the  name  of  seven  millions  of  freemen,  that 
you  would  give  them  at  least  ihc  cheering  of  one 
friendly  voice. 
When  Mr.  Webster  had  concluded — 
The  Committee  rose,   and  reported   progress, 


and,  having  bad 
jouroed. 


leave  to  sit  again,  the  House  ad- 


Tdesday,  January  20. 

Mr.  Cocke,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  to  whom  the  subject  had  been  referred, 
reported  a  bill  providing  for  the  appointment  of 
two  Indian  agents,  in  addition  to  those  already 
provided  for  by  law,  and  fixing  their  compensa- 
tions; which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  the  subject  was 
referred,  on  the  15th  instant,  reported  a  bill  to  re- 
vive and  continue  in  force  the  first,  second,  third, 
fourth,  and  fifth  sections  of  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  further  to  provide  for  the  collection  of  duties 
on  imports  and  tonnage,"  passed  the  3d  of  March, 
1815  ;  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Arthur  H.  Henley,  accompanied  by  a  bill 
for  his  relief;  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Webster,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal 


ands,   to  connect  the    rivers    Wabash   and    the 
Miami  of  Lake  Erie. 

Mr.  Crowmnshield,  from  the  Committee  oa 
Naval  Affairs,  who  were  instructed,  on  the  15th 
of  December  ultimo,  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  authorizing  the  construction  of  ten  addi- 
tional sloops  of  war,  made  a  report  thereon,  ac- 
companied by  a  bill  authorizing  the  building  of 
that  number  of  sloops  of  war;  which  bill  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Crouni.nsiiield,  from  the  same  committee^ 
to  which  was  referred  the  amendment  proposed 
by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  fur- 
ther extending  the  term  of  half-pay  pensions  to 
the  widows  and  children  of  officers,  seamen,  and 
marines,  who  died  iu  the  public  service;''  re- 
ported the  agreement  of  that  committee  to  the 
said  amendment.  The  amendment  was  then  con- 
curred in  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Whipple,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  reported  a  bill  providing  for  a  grant  of 
land  for  the  seat  of  government  in  the  Territory 
of  Florida,  and  for  other  purposes;  which  bill 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

OnUred,  That  leave  be  given  to  withdraw  the 
petitions  of  Daniel  W.  Coxe,  for  a  confirmation 
of  the  claim  of  Marquis  de  Slaison  Rouge  to  an 
extensive  tract  of  land  in  the  Slate  of  Louisiana, 
with  the  documents  accompanying  the  same. 

The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  To.mlinson, 
on  the  16th,  respecting  navy  hospitals,  was  taken 
up,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  authorizing  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking 
Fund  to  purchase  the  seven  per  cent,  stock  of  the 
United  States  in  the  year  1824,"  with  an  amend- 
ment. The  Senate  have  also  passed  bills  of  the 
following  titles,  viz:  "An  act  granting  to  the 
State  of  Alabama  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  cer- 
tain quarter-sections  of  land  ;"  and  "An  act  ex- 
planatory of  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  for  the  relief 
of  the  officers,  volunteers,  and  other  persons,  en- 
gaged in  the  late  campaign  against  the  Seminole 
Indians,  passed  the  4ih  of  May,  1822;"  in  which 
amendment,  and  two  bills  last  mentioned,  the 
Senate  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  two  last  mentioned  bills  were,  respectively, 
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read  twice,  and  referred,  the  first  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Public  Lands;  the  second,  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Sinking  Fund  to  purchase  the  seven 
per  cent,  stock  of  the  United  States,  in  the  year 
1824,"  was  read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

MARQUIS  DE  LAFAYETTE. 

Mr.  Mitchell,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred,  reported  an  amendment  to 
the  resolution  respecting  the  Marquis  Lafayette, 
striking  out  the  preamble  and  all  that  follows  the 
word  "  resolved,"  and  substituting  the  following : 

"  That  the  Marquis  De  Lafayette  having  exprefised 
bia  intention  to  visit  this  country,  the  President  be 
requested  to  communicate  to  him  the  assurances  of 
grateful  and  atTectionate  attncbment  still  cherished 
towards  bim  by  the  Government  and  people  of  the 
United  States. 

And  be  it  further  resolved.  That,  as  a  mark  of  na- 
tional respect,  the  President  cause  to  be  held  in  readi* 
ness  a  sbip-of-the-line,  and  invite  the  Marquis  to  take 
passage  therein,  whenever  his  disposition  to  visit  this 
country  be  signified." 

Mr.  Livingston,  of  Louisiana,  rose  to  express 
the  hope,  he  might,  without  impropriety,  say  the 
conviction,  that  the  resolution  would  be  adopted 
unanimously  by  the  House.  Not  only  were  the 
merits  of  the  illustrious  man.  to  whom  it  had 
reference,  universally  known  in  these  Slates,  but 
they  had  been  uniformly,  re|»eatedly,  and  pub- 
licly acknowledged.  The  history  of  his  connex- 
ions with  the  United  States  was  personally  known 
to  some  of  the  members  in  this  House — it  was 
known  to  all  who  had  read  the  story  of  our  Rev- 
olution. It  was  a  connexion  which  did  honor  to 
both — to  the  country  that  received,  and  to  the  in- 
dividual who  rendered  them.  At  a  very  early 
age,  when  pleasure  presents  itself  in  the  most 
captivating  and  seductive  form,  possessed  of  a 
fortune,  which  enabled  him  to  comply  with  her 
every  solicitation,  and  of  a  rank  which  warranted 
his  aspiring  to  the  loftiest  heights  of  ambition  in 
his  own  country,  he  possessed,  with  all  these,  suf- 
ficient energy  of  character  to  shake  off  every  in- 
ducement ot  pleasure,  of  wealth,  and  of  ambition, 
and  to  join  a  country,  in  which,  although  there 
was  much  to  gratify  an  honest  ambition,  there  was 
nothing  to  be  found  of  all  that  which  young  men 
of  his  rank  and  standing,  in  Europe,  were  wont 
most  to  desire.  He  came  to  our  shores  ;  he  offered 
his  services  to  our  Government ;  they  were  ac- 
cepted, and  he  immediately  received  an  honorable 
rank  and  a  conspicuous  station.  One  of  my  ear- 
liest recollections  is  connected  with  the  period  of 
his  arrival,  and  one  of  the  most  pleasing  remem- 
brances o{  my  boyhood,  is  the  being  permitted,  in 
company  with  one  who  is  now  a  member  of  this 
House,  to  visit  him  at  his  headquarters,  in  occa- 
sional excursions  from  the  place  where  we  were 
receiving  our  education.  I  afterwards  saw  him, 
at  the  head  of  two  thousand  men.  who  had  been 
clothed,  armed  and  decorated  at  his  own  expense, 
conciliating,  by  his  republican  manners,  by  the 


1  steadiness  of  his  discipline  and  the  condescension 
of  his  behaviour,  the  devoted  affection  of  the  sol- 
diery, reconciling,  by  the  winning  kindness  of  his 
address,  the  aged  man  to  submit  himself  to  the  com- 
mand of  a  youth — the  hardy  native  of  the  soil  to 
receive  and  submit  to  the  command  of  a  foreigner. 
At  the  same  time,  by  his  strict  obedience  to  author- 
ity, he  won  the  esteem  of  his  superiors  in  com- 
mand.   But  the  most  touching  part  of  this  lovely 
spectacle,  was  the  deference,  the  veneration,  the 
I  devoted  attachment  whichever  marked  bisdeport- 
'  ment  towards  the  Father  of  our  Country.     But  it 
j  was  not  merely  in  the  pomp  and  parade  of  a  mil- 
itary rank,  however  honorable,  that  Lafayette  was 
j  worthy  of  our  contemplation  ;  he  sought  effective 
j  service,  he  sealed   his  attachment  to  our  cause 
1  with  his  blood,  at  Brandywine,  and  in  that  great 
;  catastrophe  which  placed  in  our  hands  a  British 
:  commander  and   all  his  army  at  Yorktown,  he 
occupied  a  striking  position  in  the  busy  and  inter- 
esting scene.    The  judgment  of  Washington  hav- 
'  ing  given  him  command  of  the  American  forces 
I  in   the  storming  of  a  redoubt,  while  the  French, 
in  another  column,  were  ordered  simultaneously, 
to  attack  another,  Lafayette  obtained  the  palm, 
having  carried  his  redoubt  some  minutes  in  ad- 
vance of  the  French  column.     But  his  services 
to  the  cause  of  these  States  were  not  merely  of  a 
military  character ;    he   served   us  equally  in  a 
political  as  in  a  commercial  point  of  view.     He 
I  made  frequent  visits  to  France,  and  he  used  them 
i  for  the  purpose  of  strengthening  our  connexions 
with   that  country,  and  bringing  its  wealth   by 
commercial  operations  in  aid  of  our  exhausted 
resources.     He  has  a  farther  recommendation  to 
our  affection  and  respect,  as  the  friend  of  temper- 
ate and  regulated  liberty  in  his  own   country. 
From  the  first  moment  oi  the  French  revolution 
he  was  the  decided  advocate  of  its  general  prin- 
ciple, and  he  was  the  advocate  of  that  form  of 
civil  liberty,  which  he  conceived  best  adapted  to 
the  circumstances  and  genius  of  France,  a  lim- 
ited Hjonarchy  accompanied  with  a  deliberative 
body.     He   once   thought   that  he  had  attained 
this  object,  but  the  excesses  which  followed  pros- 
trated all  his  fond  hopes,  and  he  himself  fall- 
ing  into    the  clutches  of  despotic   power,   was 
thrown  into  the  dungeons  of  Olmutz.     A  better 
state  of  things  afterwards  succeeded,  and  he  re- 
turned to  his  country,  where  he  had  the  immor- 
tal honor  of  putting  on  record  his  vote  (almost  a 
solitary  one)  against  the  enormous  grants  of  power 
to  the  late  ruler  of  France.    He  is  still  the  intrepid 
friend  of  her  chartered  rights.     As  such,  he  has 
claims  on  the  respect  of  the  friends  of  freedom  ia 
all  countries.     But,  here,  he  has  so  many  claims 
to  that  regard,  that  it  would  be  an  imputation  on 
the   American    character    to  suppose,   that    the 
measure  now  proposed  will   not  meet  with  the 
hearty   concurrence  of    every   member    of    this 
House. 

If  we  resort  to  the  views  and  feelings  of  the 
illustrious  men  who  preceded  us  in  this  assem- 
bly, we  find  only  one  sentiment,  evinced  through 
a  succession  of  different  acts,  in  relation  to  this 
friend  of  the  American  cause.     [Here  .Mr.  L.  read 
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a  succession  of  extracts  from  the  Journals  of  Con* 
cress,  expressing  welcome,  recording  thanks,  dec] 
Here  said  Mr.  L.,  ends  the  affectionate,  the  touch- 
ing intercourse  between  America  and  this  her 
voluntary  son.  But,  when  he  left  us,  and  we 
heard  of  his  subsequent  imprisonment,  a  further 
resolution  was  passed,  requesting  the  President  to 
take  all  proper  and  practicable  steps  for  his  relief. 
By  the  heroic  efforts  of  an  American  gentleman, 
who  was  bis  companion,  he  obtained  his  freedom  ; 
and  he  then  sent  his  son  for  refuge  to  this  country. 
I  had  myself,  said  Mr.  L.,  the  honor  on  that  oc- 
casion of  introducing  a  resolution,  which  author- 
ized the  President  to  ascertain  the  fact,  and  if  it 
were  so,  to  do  whatever  might,  in  his  judgment, 
be  proper  to  render  the  situation  of  the  young  La- 
fayette agreeable,  and  evince  the  respect  and 
gratitude  we  felt  for  the  distinguished  services  oi 
his  father. 

At  present  General  Lafayette  is  the  only  survi- 
ving General  officer  of  the  Revolutionary  war ; 
he  has  expressed  a  desire  once  more  to  visit  the 
country  he  so  eminently  contributed  to  render  free 
and  happy — once  more  to  take  into  his  arms  the 
companions  of  his  early  toils  and  dangers,  and  to 
witness  for  himself  our  progress  in  improvement 
and  the  practical  exhibition  of  the  blessings  of  a 
free  and  enlightened  Government.  Surely,  sir, 
it  is  fit,  it  is  becoming,  if  such  be  his  w^ish,  that 
he  should  be  wafted  to  our  shores  beneath  that 
flag  which  he  once  planted  on  the  breastworks  of 
our  enemy.  Let  not  his  coming  be  in  secret — let 
us  join  to  do  him  honor — let  the  mode  of  his  con- 
veyance to  our  shores  correspond  with  that  en- 
thusiasm of  the  public  sentiment  which  will  greet 
him  on  his  landing — if  gratitude  has  not  grown 
cold,  if  feeling  is  not  dead  among  us,  Lafayette 
will  be  hailed  by  plaudits  from  every  part  of  this 
land,  as  hearty  as  they  are  riciily  merited. 

Mr.  Mitchell  stated,  that  since  he  had  first 
brought  the  subject  before  the  House,  letters  had 
been  received  from  the  Manjuis,  extracts  from 
which  he  wished  might  now  be  read  ;  and  he 
handed  to  the  Clerk  of  the  House  two  letters, 
one  .of  them  to  Mr.  Willet,  of  New  York,  expres- 
sive of  the  pleasure  he  should  enjoy  from  a  visit 
to  the  United  States. 

Mr.  A.  Stevenson,  of  Virginia,  then  rose  and 
said,  that  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  communicate  to  the 
House  some  recent  intelligence  that  he  had  re- 
ceived, as  to  the  Marg^i^  I^e  Lafayette's  wish  to 
return  to  America.  He  had  then  in  his  possession 
a  letter  (of  the  2oih  of  November  last)  written  by 
this  pure  and  noble  patriot,  and  addressed  to  a 
distinguished  citizen  of  this  country,  in  which  the 
following  sentiments  were  contained:  "Every 
'  motive  and  feeling  urge  me  to  seek  those  friends 
'  of  my  youth  with  whom  I  may  still  enjoy  the 
'  most  pleasing  recollections  ;  to  revisit  the  happy 
'  shores  of  an  adopted  country,  which  has  so  well 

*  fulfilled  our  early  and  mo>t  sanguine  expecta- 

*  tions,  and  where  I  find,  in  the  thud  and  fourth 

*  generations,  lesimionies  of  benevolence  that  fill 
'  my  heart  with  the  most  affectionate  and  devoted 
'  gratitude.  I  more  and  more  look  forward  to  the 
'  day  when,   with  a  safe  conscience,  it  shall  be 


'  my   happy   lot  to   find    myself    on    American 
'  ground." 

Mr.  Warfield  said,  the  resolutions  now  under 
consideration,  which  were  originally  introduced 
by  his  friend  and  colleague,  had  his  entire  and 
most  cordial  approbation.  It  is  not,  said  Mr.  W., 
my  purpose  on  this  occasion  to  recount  the  signal 
services  rendered  to  this  country,  when  in  her  ut- 
most need,  by  the  great,  the  good,  the  illustrious 
Lafayette:  they  have  been  expatiated  ou  by  the 
gentleman  from  Louisiana,  (Mr.  Livingston;) 
they  are  in  the  distinct  recollection  of  every  mem- 
ber of  this  House;  they  are  indelibly  imprinted 
on  every  American  heart ;  they  are  recorded  ; 
they  adorn  the  faithful  page  of  history,  and  will 
be  read  and  admired  by  ages  yet  to  come.  My 
only  object,  said  Mr.  W.,  in  rising,  is  to  express 
the  hope  that  those  resolutions  will  receive  the 
unanimous  approbation  of  this  body,  composed  of 
the  immediate  Representatives  of  the  people  of 
the  United  States  of  America. 

The  question  being  put  on  the  adoption  of  the 
amendment,  it  passed  unanimously  in  the  affirma- 
tive: and  the  resolution  as  amended,  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

THE  GREEK  CAUSE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Webster,  the  House  then 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  Mr.  Taylor  in^ihe  chair. 

Mr.  Clay  offered  the  following,  which  he  de- 
sired to  lay  on  the  table  for  consideration  : 

"  Reaoked,  bu  the  Senate  and  Huuse  of  Represent  a- 
Uvea  of  the  United  Slates  of  America  in  Congrest  as- 
sembled. That  the  people  of  these  States  would  not 
see,  without  serious  inquietude,  any  forcible  interposi* 
tion  by  the  Allied  Powers  of  Europe  in  behalf  of 
Spain,  to  reduce  to  their  former  subjection  those  parts 
of  the  continent  of  America  which  have  proclaimed 
and  established  for  themselves,  respectively,  indepen- 
dent Governments,  and  which  have  been  solemnly 
recognised  by  the  United  States." 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  having  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  resolution  recommending 
an  appropriation  to  defray  the  expense  of  a  mis- 
sion to  Greece. 

Mr.  Poinsett,  of  South  Carolina,  then  rose, 
and  addressed  the  House  as  follows: 

To  view  this  question  calmly  and  dispassion- 
ately as  a  statesman  ought  to  do,  requires  us  to 
exercise  the  utmost  control  over  our  feelings. 

It  is  impossible  to  contemplete  the  contest  be- 
tween the  Greeks  and  the  Turks,  so  eloquently 
described  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
without  feeling  the  strongest  indignation  at  the 
barbarous  atrocities  committed  by  the  infidel  op- 

Kressor,  and  the  deepest  interest  in  the  cause  of  a 
rave  people  struggling  alone,  against  fearful  odds, 
to  .'^hake  off  the  yoke  of  despotism. 

Oursympathies  are  always  with  the  oppressed — 
our  feelings  are  always  engaged  in  the  cause  of 
liberty.  In  favor  of  Greece,  they  are  still  more 
strongly  excited  by  recollections,  which  the  scholar 
cherL-^hes  with  delight,  and  which  are  associated 
in  our  minds  with  every  pure  and  exalted  sen- 
timent. 
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The  descendants  of  that  illustrious  people,  to 
whom  we  owe  our  arts,  our  sciences,  and,  except 
our  religion,  every  thing  which  gives  a  charm  to 
life,  must  command  our  warmest  interest :  but  the 
Greeks  have  other  claims  to  our  sympathies.  They 
are  not  only  heirs  of  the  immortal  fame  of  their 
ancestors — they  are  the  rivals  of  their  virtues.     In 
tlieir  heroic  struggle  for  freedom,  they  have  exhib- 
ited a  persevering  courage,  a  spirit  of  enterprise, 
and  a  contempt  of  danger  and  of  suffering  worthy 
the  best  days  of  ancient  Greece.     The  enthusiasm 
and  liberality  manifested  in  their  cause,  by  our 
fellow-citizens  throughout  the  Union,  are,  in  the 
highest  degree,  honorable  to  their  feelings.     As 
men,  we  must  applaud  their  generosity,  and  may 
imitate  their  example.     But  the  duty  of  a  states- 
man is  a  stern  duty.     As  Representatives  of  the 
people,  we  have  no  right  to  indulge  our  sympa- 
thies, however  noble,  or  to  give  way  to  our  feel- 
ings, however  generous.     We  are  to  regard  only 
the  policy  of  a  measure  submitted  to  our  consid- 
eration.    Our  first,  and  most  important  duty,  is 
to  maintain  peace,  whenever  that  can  be  done 
consistently  with    the   honor   and  safety  of  the 
nation  ;  and  we  ought  to  be  slow  to  adopt  any 
measure  which  might  involve  us  in  a  war,  except 
"where  those  great  interests  are  concerned.     The 
gentleman  disclaims  any  such  intention.     He  does 
not   believe   that   we  run    the   slightest  risk,  by 
adopting  the  resolution  on  your  table.    He  con- 
siders it  as  a  pacific  measure,  and   relies  entirely 
upon  the  discretion  of  the  President,  to  accept  or 
reject  our  recommendation,  as  the  interests  of  the 
country  may  require.     The  object  of  passing  such 
a  resolution,  can  only   be  to  give  an  impulse  to 
the  Executive,  and  to  induce  him,  by  an  expres- 
sion of  the  opinion  of  this  House,  to  send  a  com- 
mission to  Greece.     I  have  as  great  a  reliance 
upon  the  discretion  of  the  Executive  as  the  gen- 
tleman from    Massachusetts.     I    believe  that  he 
would  resist  the  suggestion  of  this  House  in  favor 
of  any  measure,  if  he  thought  the  public  interest 
required  him  to  do  so.     But,  unless  we  wish  and 
expect  him  to  act  upon  our  recommendation,  we 
ought  not  to  throw  upon  him,  alone,  the  respon- 
sibility   of    resisting    the   strong   public   feeling, 
which  has   been  excited   on  this  subject.     The 
question  for  us  to  consider  appears  to  me  to  be, 
■whether,  if  the  power  rested  with  us,  we  would 
exercise  it  to  this  extent.     I  think  we  could  not  do 
so,  without  incurring  some  risk  of  involving  the 
country  in  a  war  foreign  to  its  interests.  *  Let  us 
sup[)ose  that  these  commissioners  were  to  fall  into 
the  hands  of  the  Turks;  an  event  by  no  means 
impossible,  in  the  present  state  of  Greece — what 
would  be  their  fate  ?     The  Porte  has  not  been  re- 
markable for  its  strict  observance  of  the  laws  of 
nations,  in  its  intercourse  with    the    Powers  of 
Europe  ;  and  it  is  not  probable,  that  such  a  Court 
would  be  very  scrupulous  in  its  conduct  towards  a 
nation  whose  flag  it  has  never  acknowledged.  Or, 
let  us  imagine,  what  is  much  more  probable,  that 
on  the  rumor  of  our  havin»  taken  any  measure  in 
favor  of  Greece,   the   barbarous   and    infuriated 
Jauis.saries   at    Smyrna   were  to   assassinate  our 
Consul  and  fellow-citizen>  residing  there  ;  might 


not  a  war  grow  out  of  such  acts  ?  The  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  said,  yesterday,  that  we  had 
already  taken  steps,  which  would  offend  the  Otto- 
man Porte  as  much  as  the  one  he  proposed. 
Money  has  been  freely  and  publicly  contributed 
in  aid  of  the  Greeks.  What  we  have  done  in  that 
respect  is  common  to  all  Christian  Europe.  Lar^e 
sums  have  been  contributed  for  that  pur|)Ose  m 
England,  in  Germany,  and  even  in  Russia.  He 
said,  too,  that  the  Executive,  in  the  Secretary's 
letter,  to  the  agent  of  the  Greek  Gorernment,  and 
subsequently  in  his  Message  to  Congress,  has  used 
expressions  calculated  to  irritate  that  Court  as 
much  as  if  we  were  to  send  a  commission  to 
Greece.  These  expressions  of  ardent  wishes  for 
the  success  of  the  Greeks  are  honorable  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive, and  will  be  echoed  back  by  the  nation. 
They  may  be  so  by  this  House  with  safety,  and 
that  expression  of  our  interest  in  their  welfare  and 
success  would  have  all  the  cheering  influence  the 
gentleman  anticipates  from  the  measure  he  pro- 
poses. 

It  appears  to  me,  that  in  the  consideration  of 
this  question  we  have  been  misled  by  comparing 
this  revolution  with  that  of  Spanish  America. 
And  I  hare  heard  it  argued  that,  as  we  sent  com- 
missioners to  Buenos  Ayres  without  rousing  the 
jealousy  of  any  nation,  and  recognised  the  inde- 
pendence of  those  Governments  without  exciting 
the  hostility  of  Spain,  we  may  do  the  same  in  re- 
lation to  Greece,  without  offending  any  nation  in 
Europe. 

Independently  of  the  different  attitude  it  be- 
comes us  to  assume  towards  America,  there  is 
no  similarity  in  the  two  cases.  When  we  adopt- 
ed the  first  measure,  Buenos  Ayres  had  been  inde- 
pendent, de  facto,  for  more  than  eight  years,  and 
Spain  had  not,  during  the  whole  of  that  period, 
made  the  slightest  effort  to  recover  possession 
of  that  country.  When  we  recognised  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  American  Governments  south  of 
us,  they  were  all  free,  from  the  Sabine  to  the  La 
Plata.  The  tide  could  not  be  rolled  back  ;  but,  in 
whatever  light  Spain  may  have  regarded  our  con- 
duct on  those  occasions,  the  situation  of  the  in- 
ternal concerns  of  that  country  prevented  any 
manifestation  of  its  resentment.  No,  sir  ;  it  is  to 
Europe  that  we  must  look  for  a  case  parallel  to 
that  of  Greece.  Let  us  suppose  that  the  Italian 
States  had  made  an  attempt  to  shake  off  the  iron 
yoke  of  Austria,  would  there  be  any  doubt  as  to 
the  course  of  policy  this  country  ought  to  pursue 
in  that  case  ?  Or,  if  Poland  were  again  to  make 
a  desperate  effort  to  recover  its  liberties,  and  to 
re-establish  its  political  existence,  that  gallant  na- 
tion would  have  a  claim  to  oursympathies.  Yet, 
1  apprehend  we  should  hesitate  before  we  took  any 
step  which  might  offend  the  Emperor  of  Russia. 
Is  there  a  country  on  earth  in  whose  fate  we  feel  a 
deeper  interest  than  in  tliat  of  Ireland  ?  A  braver 
or  more  generous  nation  does  not  exist.  Her  ex- 
iled patriots  have  taken  refuge  here,  and  are  among 
our  most  useful  and  distinguished  citizens.  They 
are  identified  with  us,  and  the  land  which  gave 
them  birth  must  always  inspire  us  with  the  warm- 
est interest.    But,  if  the  Irish  were  to  make  a  gen- 
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eral  effort  to  separate  themselves  from  England, 
we  should  pause  before  we  adopted  a  measure 
which  might  be  interpreted  by  Great  Britain  as 
an  interference  with  her  domestic  policy.  And 
yet  the  Turks  are  more  regardless  ot  the  laws  of 
nations,  more  violent  in  character,  and  more  reck- 
less of  consequences,  than  any  Power  in  Europe. 
It  has  been  said  that  when  we  exercise  an  un- 
doubted right,  we  ought  not  to  regard  consequen- 
ces. This  may  be  magnanimous  language  to 
hold,  but  would  such  conduct  be  prudt-nl  in  this 
case  ?  We  may  despise  the  power  of  Turkey,  and 
Egypt,  and  Barbary,  united,  but  can  we  be  certain 
that,  in  the  event  ot  a  war,  we  should  have  only 
to  contend  with  them  ?  The  conduct  of  Great 
Britain  and  of  the  allies,  in  relation  to  the  contest, 
which  has  been  so  fully  dwelt  upon,  and  so  ably 
exposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
ought  Jo  convince  us  that  they  would  regard  any 
interference  on  our  part  with  great  jealousy.  They 
have  repeatedly  declared  that  they  would  discour- 
age any  change  in  the  present  state  of  possession 
of  the  great  European  Powers,  among  which  Tur- 
key holds  a  station  which  might  strengthen  one 
or  lessen  the  security  of  another ;  and  that  they 
would  discountenance  any  act  calculated  to  call 
forth  a  new  order  of  things,  the  issue  of  which  it 
would  be  impossible  to  predict.  The  reason.:  for 
these  declarations  are  obvious.  Every  Power  in 
Europe  balances  between  its  terror  of  revolution- 
ary principles,  and  its  dread  of  the  augmenting 
power  of  Russia.  The  independence  of  Greece 
alarms  their  fears  in  both  these  respects.  The  first 
revolutionary  movement  in  that  country  was  sup- 
ported by,  if  it  did  not  emanate  from,  an  associa- 
tion in  Gk-rmany.  The  succors  aflbrded  by  the 
Philhellenic  societies  in  Germany,  Switzerland, 
and  Italy,  have  contributed  largely  to  the  success 
of  the  patriots.  The  revolution  of  Greece  broke 
out  simultaneously  with  that  of  Piedmont ;  and 
the  agents  of  the  Greek  Government  have  most 
imprudently  boasted  of  the  effect  which  the  liber- 
ties of  Greece  would  be  likely  to  produce  on  the 
neighboring  States.  And  there  is  no  doubt  that 
the  establishment  of  free  institutions  in  Greece 
would  have  a  powerful  influence  on  the  minds  of 
the  enthusiastic  Italians  and  Grermans. 

For  these  reasons,  among  others  even  more  sel- 
fish, Austria  has  been  hostile  to  this  revolution  from 
its  commencement.  France  is  opposed  to  any 
change  in  the  present  state  of  possession  of  the 
great  European  Powers,  which  might  grow  out 
of  the  dismemberment  of  Turkey.  Such  an  event 
could  not  augment  her  strength,  and  might  lessen 
b«f  secarity.  For  obvious  reasons,  that  Power, 
in  common  with  all  others  on  the  continent  of 
Europe,  is  averse  to  the  establishment  of  any  new 
Republic.  Great  Britain,  throughout  this  con- 
test, has  evinced  a  desire  to  preserve  the  integrity 
of  the  Turkish  empire.  The  Ionian  islands,  whicn 
are  under  her  dominion,  have  not  only  been  pro- 
hibited from  takina:  a  part  in  the  war,  and  the 
inhabitants  disarmed,  but  the  ports  of  those  islands 
have  been  made  places  of  deposite  for  grain  and 
other  supplies  for  the  Turkish  fleets.  The  only 
act  of  Great  Britain  which  can  be  regarded  as  at 


all  favorable  to  the  Greeks,  is  the  acknowledg- 
ment of  their  blockades;  an  act  of  justice  which 
could  not  be  refused  to  the  relative  position  of  the 
two  parties.  The  prevailing  opinion  appears  to 
be,  that,  united  by  the  bond  of  one  common  reli- 
gion, Greece,  as  the  ally,  or  as  the  dependant  of 
Russia,  would,  by  means  of  her  formidable  ma- 
rine, render  irresistible  that  already  colossal  Pow- 
er. Great  Britain  appears  to  have  regarded  the 
dismemberment  and  partition  of  Turkey,  as  a 
necessary  consequence  of  a  rupture  between  that 
Power  and  Russia.  To  prevent  this,  all  her  in- 
fluence has  been  exerted,  and  no  reasonable  doubt 
exists,  that,  if  negotiation  had  failed  to  effect 
an  accommodation  between  them,  Great  Britain 
would  have  appeared  in  arms  as  the  ally  of  the 
Porte. 

The  course  of  policy  pursued  by  Russia,  on 
this  occasion,  has  been  so  fully  developed  by  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  that  it  is  unne- 
cessary for  me  to  dwell  upon  it.  The  sacred  ob- 
ligations of  that  Power  to  protect  the  Greeks,  and 
even  its  long  conceived  projects  of  aggrandize- 
ment, apj)ear  to  have  yielded  to  the  dread  of  en- 
couraging revolution.  In  whatever  light  we  may 
regard  a  policy  which  sacrifices  to  its  selfish  views 
the  rights  of  humanity  and  justice,  and  the  claims 
of  a  suffering  Christian  people,  in  matters  relating 
exclusively  to  Europe,  we  ought  not  to  interfere. 
We  cannot  do  so  without  departing  from  those 
principles  of  sound  policy  which  have  hitherto 
guided  our  councils,  and  directed  our  conduct. 
Any  interference  on  our  part,  in  favor  of  a  cause 
which  not  even  remotely  affects  our  interests, 
could  only  be  regarded  in  the  light  of  a  crusade, 
and  might  injure  the  Greeks  by  alarming  the 
fears  of  the  Allied  Powers.  They  already  dread 
the  moral  influence  of  our  republican  institutions ; 
let  us  not  make  it  their  interest,  and  give  them  a 
pretext,  to  attack  us,  by  going  forth  to  disturb  the 
integrity  of  their  possessions,  or  the  security  of 
their  monarchical  governments  in  Europe.  The 
distinction  drawn  by  the  President  in  his  last 
Message,  marks  the  true  and  the  only  safe  course 
of  policy  for  this  country  to  pursue.  Mr.  P.  here 
quoted  the  Message : 

"A  strong  hope  has  been  entertained,  founded  on 
the  heroic  struggle  of  the  Greeks,  that  they  would 
succeed  in  their  contest,  and  resume  their  equal  sta- 
tion among  the  nations  of  the  earth.  It  is  believed 
that  the  whole  civilized  world  takes  a  deep  interest  in 
their  welfare.  Although  no  power  has  declared  in 
their  favor,  yet  none,  according  to  our  information, 
has  taken  part  against  them.  Their  cause  and  their 
name  have  protected  them  from  dangers,  which  might, 
ere  this,  have  overwhelmed  any  other  people.  The 
ordinary  calculations  of  interest  and  of  acquisition, 
with  a  view  to  aggrandizement,  which  mingle  so  much 
in  the  transactions  of  nations,  seem  to  have  had  no 
effect  in  regard  to  them.  From  the  facts  which  have 
come  to  our  knowledge,  there  is  good  cause  to  believe 
that  their  enemy  has  lost  forever  all  dominion  over 
them  ;  that  Greece  will  become  again  an  independent 
nation.  That  she  may  obtain  that  rank,  is  the  olject 
of  our  most  ardent  wishes." 

Mr.  P.  then  referred  also  to  the  following  letter 


1109 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1110 


January,  1824. 


7%«  Gretk  Cau$e. 


H.  OP  R. 


of  the  Secretary  of  State,  recently  communicated 

to  Congress : 

'•Department  of  State, 

Wanhiiv/ton,  Avg.  18,  1823. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  of  enclosing,  herewilb,  an 
answer  to  the  letter  from  Mr.  Lurioltis,  the  agent  of 
the  Greeks,  addressed  to  me,  and  a  copy  of  which  was 
transmitted  with  your  despatch,  No.  24*5. 

If,  on  the  receipt  of  this  letter,  Mr.  Luriottis  should 
■till  be  in  London,  it  will  be  desirable  that  you  should 
deliver  it  to  him  in  person,  accompanied  with  such  re- 
marks and  explanations  as  may  satisfy  him,  and  those 
whom  he  represents,  that,  in  declining  the  proposal  of 
giving  active'aid  to  the  cause  of  Grecian  emancipation, 
the  Executive  Government  of  the  United  States  has 
been  governed,  not  by  its  inclinations,  or  a  sentiment 
of  indifference  to  the  cause,  but  by  its  Constitutional 
duties,  clear  and  unequivocal. 

The  United  States  could  give  assistance  to  the  Greeks 
only  by  the  application  of  some  portion  of  their  public 
force,  or  of  their  public  revenue,  in  their  favor,  and  it 
would  constitute  them  in  a  state  of  war  wiih  the  Otto- 
man Porte,  and  perhaps  with  all  the  Barbary  Powers. 
To  make  this  disposal,  either  of  force  or  of  treasure, 
you  are  aware,  is,  by  our  Constitution,  not  within  the 
competency  of  the  Executive.  It  could  be  determined 
only  by  an  act  of  Congress,  which  would  assuredly 
not  be  adopted,  should  it  even  be  recommended  by  the 
Executive. 

The  policy  of  the  United  States,  with  reference  to 
foreign  nations,  has  always  been  founded  upon  the 
moral  principle  of  natural  law — peace  with  all  man- 
kind. From  whatever  cause  war  between  other  na- 
tions, whether  foreign  or  domestic,  has  arisen,  the  un- 
varying law  of  the  United  States  has  been,  peace  with 
both  belligerents.  From  the  firsit  war  of  the  French 
Revolution,  to  the  recent  invasion  of  Spain,  there  has 
been  a  succession  of  warn,  national  and  civil,  in  almost 
every  one  of  which  one  of  the  parties  was  contending 
for  liberty,  or  independence.  In  the  6r»t  Revolution- 
ary war,  a  strong  impulse  of  feeling  urged  the  people 
of  the  United  Slates  to  sid^  with  the  party  which,  at 
its  commencement,  was^ contending,  apparently,  at 
least,  for  both.  Had  the  policy  of  the  United  States 
Dot  been  pssentiilly  pacific,  a  stronger  case  to  claim 
their  interference  could  scarcely  have  been  presented. 
They  nevertheless  declared  themselves  neutral,  and 
the  princi{)lc.  then  deliberately  settled,  has  been  in- 
variably adhered  to  ever  since. 

With  regard  to  the  recognition  of  sovereign  States, 
and  the  establishment  with  them  of  a  diplomatic  inter- 
course, the  experience  of  the  last  thirty  years  has 
•erved  also  to  ascertain  the  limits  proper  for  the  appli- 
cation of  principles,  in  which  every  nation  must  exer- 
cise some  latitude  of  discretion.  Precluded,  by  their 
neutral  position,  from  interfering  in  the  question  of 
right,  the  United  Stales  have  recognued  the  fact  of 
foreign  sovereignly,  only  when  it  was  undisputed,  or 
disputed  without  any  rational  prospect  of  success.  In 
this  manner,  ihe  successive  changes  of  government  in 
many  of  the  European  SUtes,  and  the  revolutionary 
Governments  of  South  America,  have  been  acknowl- 
edged. The  condition  of  the  Greeks  is  not  yet  such 
as  wUI  admit  of  the  recognition  upon  these  principles. 

Vet,  as  we  cherish  the  most  friendly  feelings  towards 
them,  and  are  sincerely  disposed  to  render  them  any 
service,  which  may  be  compatible  with  our  neutrality, 
it  will  give  ub  pleasure  to  learn,  from  time  to  time,  the 
actual    state   of  their    cause,  political    and    military. 


Should  Mr.  Luriottis  be  enabled  and  disposed  to  fur- 
nish this  information,  it  may  always  be  communicated 
through  you,  and  will  be  received  with  salisfaction 
here.  The  public  accounts  from  that  quarter  have 
been,  of  late,  very  scanty,  and  we  shall  be  glad  to  ob- 
tain any  authentic  particulars  which  may  come  to  your 
knowledge,  from  this,  or  through  any  other  channel. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  very  humble  and 
obedient  servant, 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS." 

The  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the 
Agent  of  the  Greek  Government,  corroborates  this 
view  of  our  policy,  and,  if  taken  together,  clearly 
shows  the  views  of  the  Executive  in  relation  to 
our  foreign  policy. 

In  this  hemisphere  we  have  already  taken  the 
station  which  it  becomes  us  to  hold.  We  have 
been  the  first  to  recognise  the  free  States  of  North 
and  South  America,  and  the  honor  and  safely  of 
this  country  require  us  to  defend  them  from  the 
attacks  of  the  confederated  monarchs  of  Europe. 
We  are  called  upon,  by  every  consideration,  to  re- 
sist them,  should  they  attempt  to  extend  their  plans 
of  conquest  and  legitimacy  to  America  ;  lor,  if 
they  succeed  in  that  unhallowed  enterprise,  the 
independence  of  nations  will  be  but  a  name. 

That  there  are  indications  of  such  intentions, 
no  one  will  deny.  The  King  of  Spain  has  pro- 
claimed his  determination  to  employ  force  to  re- 
cover his  American  dominions.  Even  he  is  not 
weak  enough  to  undertake  an  enterprise  of  such 
magnitude  with  the  resources  of  Spain  alone.  The 
Envoy  of  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  sent  to  congrat- 
ulate Ferdinand  on  his  restoration  to  the  fulness 
of  his  legitimate  authority,  or,  in  other  words,  to 
the  right  of  tyrannizing  over  his  subjects  without 
control,  expresses  the  wishes  of  his  august  master 
that  the  benefits  now  enjoyed  by  his  subjects  in 
Europe  may  be  extended  to  his  dominions  in 
America.  In  reply  to  our  call  for  information 
upon  that  subject,  the  President  indirectly  tells  us, 
that  some  combined  movement  against  America 
is  to  be  apprehended.  Indeed,  we  may  see  the 
storm  gathering  in  all  the  signs  of  the  times. 

And  at  this  portentous  crisis,  when  we  may  be 
compelled  to  take  up  arms  to  defend  our  rights 
and  liberties  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic^yshall  we 
extend  our  operations  to  the  remotest  cbrner  of 
Europe?  When,  to  preserve  our  political  exist- 
ence, we  ought  to  concentrate  our  strength,  shall 
we  diffuse  and  weaken  it  by  engaging  in  a  distant 
war  ?  Shall  we,  in  short,  so  give  way  to  feelings 
of  mere  charity  and  generosity,  as  to  lose  sight  of 
the  higher  obligations  of  prudence  and  self-de- 
fence ? 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  has  painted 
in  true  colors  the  fearful  combination  of  Sovereigns 
against  the  liberties  of  mankind.  But,  if  there  is 
danger,  and  I  agree  with  him  that  it  is  imminent 
and  appalling,  it  is  here  that  we  ought  to  meet  n. 
A  very  slight  examination  of  our  resources,  of  the 
nature  and  character  of  our  Grovernment  and  in- 
stitutions, will  convince  us,  that,  in  a  distant  war, 
foreign  to  our  interests,  this  nation  is  weak  as  an 
infant.     For  purposes  of  defence,  in  a  war  that 
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would  unite  all  our  resources,  and  rouse  the  ener- 
gies of  the  people,  we  are  strong  as  Hercules. 

I  repeat,  that  if  there  is  danger  to  be  appre- 
hended from  the  avowed  principles  of  the  Holy 
Alliance,  it  is  in  America  that  we  must  resist 
them.  Like  the  generous  animal,  which  is  the 
emblem  of  this  country,  let  us  not  go  forth  to  seek 
enemies.  If  they  threaten  us,  let  our  warning  be 
heard  over  the  waves,  in  the  voices  of  millions  of 
freemen,  resolved  to  maintain  their  liberties.  If 
they  approach  our  shores  with  hostile  intent,  we 
may  arise  in  the  collected  strength  of  a  great  na- 
tion, and  hurl  destruction  on  the  foes  of  freedom 
and  of  America. 

I  think,  sir,  that  any  resolutions  we  pass  on  this 
subject  ought  to  be  expressive  of  our  policy  and 
of  the  position  we  occupy  in  relation  to  Europe, 
and  that  which  we  are  resolved  to  assume  in  rela- 
tion to  America;  and,  with  that  view,  I  propose 
the  following  resolution  as  a  substitute  for  those 
offered  by  my  friend  from  Massachusetts: 

"  Resolved,  That  this  House  view  with  deep  inter- 
est, the  heroic  struggle  of  the  Greeks  to  elevate  them- 
selves to  the  rank  of  a  free  and  independent  nation; 
and  unite  with  the  President  in  the  sentiments  he  has 
expressed  in  their  favor:  in  sympathy  for  their  suffer- 
ings, in  interest  in  their  welfare,  and  in  ardent  wishes 
for  their  success." 

Mr.  Randolph  then  rose  and  said,  that  this 
was  perhaps  one  of  the  finest  and  the  prettiest 
themes  for  declamation  ever  presented  to  a  delib- 
erative assembly.  But  it  appeared  to  him  in  a 
light  very  different  from  any  that  had  as  yet  been 
thrown  upon  it.  He  Icoked  at  the  measure  as 
one  fraught  with  deep  and  deadly  danger  to  the 
best  interests  and  to  the  liberties  of  the  American 

Eeople ;  and  so  satisfied  was  he  of  this,  that  he 
ad  been  constrained  by  that  conviction  to  over- 
come the  almost  insuperable  repugnance  he  fell 
to  throwing  himself  upon  the  notice  of  the  House, 
but  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  raise  his  voice  against 
both  the  propositions.  He  would  not  at  this  time 
go  at  length  into  the  subject;  his  intention,  in 
rising,  was  merely  to  move  that  the  Committee 
rise,  and  that  both  of  the  resolutions  might  be 
printed.  He  wished  to  have  some  time  to  think 
of  this  business — to  deliberate,  before  we  took  this 
leap  in  the  dark  into  the  Archipelago,  or  the 
Black  Sea,  or  into  the  wide  mouth  oi  the  La 
Plata.  He  mijfht  be  permitted  to  add  one  or  two 
other  views.  He  knew,  he  said,  that  the  post  of 
honor  was  on  the  other  side  of  the  House,  the  post 
of  toil  and  of  difficulty  on  this  side;  if,  indeed, 
anybody  should  be  with  him  on  this  side.  It  was 
a  difficult  and  an  invidious  task  to  stem  the  tor- 
rent of  public  sentiment  when  all  the  generous 
feelings  of  the  human  heart  were  appealed  to. 
But,  sir,  said  Mr.  R.,  I  was  delegated  to  this 
House  to  guard  the  interests  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  not  to  guard  the  rights  of  other 
people  ;  and  if  it  was  doubted,  even  in  the  case  of 
England,  that  land  fertile  above  all  others  (not 
excepting  Greece  herself)  in  great  men— if  it  was 
doubtful  whether  her  interference  in  the  politics 
of  the  Continent,  though  separated  from  it  only  by 
a  narrow  frith,  were  either  for  her  honor  or  ad- 


vantage ;  if  the  effect  of  that  interference  has  been 
a  monumental  debt,  that  paralyzes  the  arm  that 
certainly  would  have  struck  for  Spain,  can  it  be 
for  us  to  seek  in  the  very  bottom  of  the  Mediter- 
ranean for  a  quarrel  with  the  Ottoman  Porte  ? 
And  this  while  we  have  an  ocean  rolling  between  ? 
While  we  are  in  that  sea  without  a  single  port 
in  which  to  refit  a  ship?  And  while  the  Powers 
of  Barbary  lie  in  succession  in  our  path?  Shall 
we  open  this  Pandora's  box  of  political  evils? 
It  has  been  wisely  and  truly  said,  that  it  is 
possible  the  mere  rumor  of  our  interference  may 
produce  at  Constantinople,  or  at  Smyrna,  that 
which  will  drive  us  at  once  into  a  war.  We 
all  know  the  connexion  that  subsists  between 
the  Barbary  States  and  what  we  may  denomi- 
nate the  Mother  Power.  Are  we  prepared  for  a 
war  with  these  pirates?  (not  that  we  are  not  per- 
fectJv  competent  to  such  a  war,  but)  does  it  suit 
our  ^nances  ?  Does  it,  sir,  suit  our  magnificent 
project  of  roads  and  canals  ?  Does  it  suit  the 
temper  of  our  people  ?  Does  it  promote  their  in- 
terests? Will  It  add  to  their  happmess?  Sir. 
why  did  we  remain  supine,  while  Piedmont  and 
Naples  were  crushed  by  Austria?  Why  did  we 
stand  aloof,  while  the  Spanish  peninsula  was 
again  reduced  under  legitimate  government?  If 
we  did  not  interfere  then,  why  now  ?  Sir,  I  refer 
you  to  the  memorable  attempted  interference  of 
that  greatest  of  statesmen,  when  he  was  in  the 
zenith  of  his  glory — when  all  his  dazzling  beams 
were  unshorn.  You  know  I  mean  Mr.  Pitt;  and 
I  refer  you,  as  a  commentary  of  that  attempted 
interference,  to  the  speech  of  Mr.  Fox — a  speech 
fraught  with  the  wisdom  of  a  real  statesman. 
[Here  Mr.  R.  paused. 1 

When  he  resumed,  he  said :  I  perceive,  sir,  I 
have  overcalculated  mv  strength.  1  feel  that  I 
am  not  what  I  was.  The  effort  of  speaking  is 
too  much  for  me.  The  physical  effort  has  sus- 
pended (as,  when  physical  effort  is  violent,  it  al- 
ways does)  the  intellectual  power.  What  I  wished 
to  say  was,  that  this  quixotism  in  regard,  either 
to  Greece  or  to  South  America,  or,  1  will  add, 
to  North  America,  (so  much  of  it  as  lies  within 
our  own  boundary,  you  know  I  mean  Mexico,) 
that  this  quixotism  is  not  what  the  sober  and  re- 
flecting minds  of  our  people  require  at  our  hands. 
Sir,  we  are  in  debt  as  individuals,  and  we  are  in 
debt  as  a  nation;  and  never,  since  the  days  of 
Saul  and  David,  of  Csesar  and  Catiline,  could  a 
more  unpropitious  period  have  been  found  for 
such  an  undertaking.  The  state  of  society  is  too 
much  disturbed.  Ihere  is  always,  in  a  debtor,  a 
tendency  either  to  torpor  or  to  desperation ;  neither 
is  friendly  to  such  deliberations.  But  he  would 
suspend  what  he  had  further  to  say  on  the  sub- 
ject. For  himself,  he  saw  as  much  danger,  and 
more,  in  the  resolution  proposed  by  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  as  in  that  of  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts.  The  war  that  may  follow  on  the 
one,  is  a  distant  war — it  lies  on  the  other  side  of 
the  ocean.  The  war  that  may  be  induced  by  the 
other,  is  a  war  at  hand — it  is  on  the  same  conti- 
nent. He  was  equally  opposed  to  the  amendment, 
as  well  as  to  that  which  had  since  been  offered  to 
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the  original  resolutions.  Let  us  look  a  little  fur- 
ther at  all  of  them.  Let  us  sleep  upon  them,  be- 
fore we  pass  resolutions,  which  I  will  not  say  are 


they  would  shut  themselves  up  in  a  cold,  shiver- 
ing, contracted,  but  mistaken  policy,  which  must 
in  the  end  react  upon  ourselves.     Ii,  in  a  proposi- 


mere  hooks  to  hang  speeches  on,  and  thereby  com-  ]  tion  so  simple,  so  plain,  so  harmless,  so  free  from 
mit  the  nation  to  a  war,  the  issue  of  which  it  is  I  all  real  danger  as  this,  we  were  to  shut  our  hearts 
not  given  to  human  sagacity  to  calculate.  I  from  the  influence  of  every  generous,  every  manly 

Air.  CuTHBERT,  of  Georgia,  hoped  that  the  mo- ,  feeling,  let  gentlemen  say  so  at  once.  But  he 
tion  to  rise  would  prevail.  The  resolutions  of  the  '  could  tell  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  that  he 
gentlemen  on  the  Greek  question  covered,  of  them-  j  who  follows  the  dictates  of  a  heart  warmed  with 
selves,  very  important  and  very  delicate  ground,  i  humanity,  and  with  the  love  of  freedom,  has  a 
but  that  which  the  honorable  Speaker  had  since  better  guide  than  that  cold,  unfeeling,  pence- 
offered,  added  to  the  others,  threw  open  for  dis-  calculating  policy,  which  shrinks  before  it  is  men- 
cussion  the  entire  field  of  our  foreign  relations ;  I  aced,  and  will  never  do  a  noble  deed,  for  fear  of 
and  it  was  certainly  proper  that  they  should  all  some  remote,  possible  consequence  of  conceivable 
be  printed,  and  submitted  to  the  most  deliberate    danger. 


reflection. 

Mr.  Clay  then  rose,  and  said  he  hoped  the 
Committee  would  not  rl^e.     He  trusted  that  gen- 


Mr.  Randolph,  in  reply,  explained  the  object 
of  his  motion,  which  was  simply  to  have  the  sev- 
eral resolutions  printed,  that  they  might  be  better 


tlemen  were  now  prepared  to  act  on  the  resolu-  |  compared  and  considered.     He  begged  the  pardon 


tions,  with  respect  to  Greece ;  and  as  to  that  which 
he  had  himself  submitted,  and  which  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  had,  he  must  say,  gratuitously, 


of  the  gentleman ;  he  did  not  mean  to  interfere 
with  his  resolution.  He  presumed  (judging  from 
the  source  from  which  the  observations  just  uttered 


and  without  just  reason  alluded  to  in  his  observa-  j  had  proceeded)  they  were  held  to  be  perfectly  in 
tions,  it  was  by  no  means  his  wish  that  it  should  !  order;  but  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  would 
be  now  considered.  He  had  distinctly  stated,  at  i  pardon  him,  if  the  lofty  promises  that  gentleman 
the  lime  he  offered  it,  that  he  wished  merely  to  i  had  given,  with  respect  to  what  he  would  show 
lay  it  on  the  table,  that  it  might  be  reflected  on.  and  prove  when  his  resolution  came  to  be  con- 
At  a  proper  time  he  should  call  it  up  for  discus-  |  sidered,  left  his  mind  somewhat  in  doubt  as  to 
sion.  He  would,  however,  incidentally  remark,  their  realization.  He  recollected  that,  in  the  case 
since  it  had  been  made  the  subject  of  animadver-  j  lately  before  the  House,  on  the  motion  of  his  hon- 


sion,  what  he  hoped  incontrovertibly  to  prove,  that 
that  resolution,  or  something  like  it,  must  be  adopt- 


orable  colleague,  promises  equally  large  had  been 
given  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  which, 


ed,  or  we  might  prepare  to  surrender  our  liberty,  in  his  judgment,  had  failed  of  their  fulfilment. 
If  the  gentleman  wished  time  to  consider  it,  he  !  He  certainly  had  not  spent  so  many  sleepless 
should  be  accommodated  ;  he  might  take  days,  or  j  nights  in  VVashington  without  reflecting,  and 
week<,  if  he  pleased,  for  more  mature  reflection  ;  without  making  up  his  opinion,  on  the  question 
but  if  the  liberty  of  the  country  was  worth  pre-  of  Greece,  and  of  that  of  South  America  too; 
serving  we  must  rouse  ourselves — we  must  take  I  but  he  did  not  hold  this  to  be  any  reason  why  the 


decided  ground,  or  we  are  gone,  at  least  in  pros- 
pect. He  trusted  that  the  Committee  would  now 
proceed :  he  pledged  himself  to  show  to  it  that 
this  tocsin  of  war,  which  had  been  sounded  with 
so  much  effect  from  one  side  of  the  House  to  the 
other,  was,  when  examined,  a  mere  creature  of  the 
imagination.  He  hoped  that  the  resolution  of  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  would  be  adopt- 
ed. The  measure  for  which  it  prepared,  was  in 
strict  accordance  with  the  policy  of^  this  country, 
and  with  the  practice  of  all  our  Presidents,  from 
the  days  of  our  immortal  Washington  to  this 
hour.  He  was  disposed  to  accord  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  every  reasonable  accommo- 
dation ;  but,  asked  Mr.  C.,  has  it  come  to  this  ? 
Have  we  yet  to  make  up  our  minds  on  the  ques- 
tion of  the  Greek  cause?  Has  there,  then,  been 
no  pillow  reflections  on  such  a  subject  ?  Is  it  now 
that  we  are  for  the  first  time  to  "sleep  upon  it?'' 
He  trusted  not.  He  did  hope  that,  ere  this  time, 
every  gentleman  had  made  up  his  mind  on  such 
a  question.  The  proposition  is  before  us.  It  asks 
us  to  speak  a  cheering  word  to  the  Greeks.  Gen- 
tlemen had  only  to  say  yes  or  no.  That  mono- 
syllable was  all  that  was  asked  of  them.  Let 
them  say,  distinctly,  whether  they  would  give  so 
much  encouragement  as  this  to  a  nation  of  op- 
pressed and  struggling  patriots  in  arras,  or  whether 


respective  resolutions  which  had  been  offered  on 
those  subjects  should  not  be  printed.  As  to  con- 
sulting, in  legislation,  the  heart  rather  than  the 
head,  he  had,  indeed,  learned,  from  much  higher 
authority  than  that  of  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky, that  our  passions  may  sometimes  instruct 
our  reason;  but  the  question  was,  whether  the 
present  was  one  of  those  cases  ? 

Mr.  Clay,  in  answer,  said,  that  he  had  pre- 
sented his  resolution  in  no  invidious  spirit;  he 
had  simply  read  it,  and  asked  to  lay  it  on  the 
table;  and  any  thing  that  had  since  fallen  from 
him  respecting  it,  had  been  drawn  forth  entirely 
by  the  allusions  to  it  in  which  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  had,  unnecessarily  he  must  think,  in- 
dulged himself  As  to  the  realization  of  promises, 
It  was  possible,  in  the  instance  referred  to,  he 
might,  in  the  judgment  of  the  gentleman,  have 
failed ;  but  that  gentleman  was  one  with  whom, 
in  any  effort  he  might  make,  he  should  not  calcu- 
late on  much  success.  Complete,  however,  as  his 
failure  might  have-  been,  he  would  venture  to 
assure  that  gentleman,  that  it  not  been  greater 
than  his  would  be  in  attempting  to  prove  the  dan- 
ger he  had  attributed  to  the  resolution  now  before 
the  Committee.  Observations  of  this  kind,  he 
said,  were  painful — they  were  extorted  from  him 
with  reluctance.     He  hoped  the  discussion  would 
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be  conducted  calnjiy,  fairly,  and  with  good  feel- 
ing??. So  far  as  his  own  resolution  was  con- 
cerned, he  could  assure  that  gentleman,  and  every 
other,  that  he  should  ever  be  ready  to  afford  the 
amplest  time  for  deliberation  and  discussion. 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  hoped  the  Commit- 
tee would  rise.  The  amendment,  he  said,  en- 
larged the  ground  of  discussion,  and  the  resolution 
of  the  Speaker  widened  the  field  still  more.  He 
hoped,  for  his  own  part,  that  the  resolutions 
would  all  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Relations. 

Mr.  Webster  said,  that  he  thought  he  was  not 
without  some  reasons  for  complaint,  that  matter 
irrelevant  to  the  subject  of  his  resolution,  and 
proving,  in  effect,  a  substitute,  rather  than  an 
amendment,  had  been  permitted  to  take  the  latter 
form ;  contrary,  as  he  believed,  to  a  rule  of  the 
House,  which  forbids  it.  He  did  not  refer  to  the 
resolution  of  the  Speaker,  since  that  was  distinct, 
and  its  discussion  not  now  insisted  on ;  but  he  re- 
ferred, especially,  to  the  latter  of  the  two  resolu- 
tions offered  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina. 

[The  Chairman  here  reminded  Mr.  W.  that  the 
latter  of  these  resolutions  had  been  withdrawn.*] 

Mr.  CuTHBERT,  of  Georgia,  repeated  the  expres- 
sion of  his  hope  that  the  Committee  would  rise; 
and  some  of  the  reasons  he  had  before  given,  he 
now  insisted  on  more  largely.  He  glanced  at  the 
possible  con5iequences  of  approaching  the  shores  of 
any  of  the  European  Powers,  at  the  very  time  we 
are  about  to  denounce  their  approach  to  ours;  and 
the  connexion  between  the  measures  referred  to  in 
the  present  resolution,  and  those  of  the  allied  mon- 
archs  in  relation  to  South  America.  The  policy 
of  this  country  was  isolated  and  peculiar;  the  na- 
tion was  unique  in  its  circumstances,  and  must 
be  carefully  guarded,  &c.  If  the  honorable  Speak- 
er apprehended  no  danger  of  any  attempt  on  South 
America,  he  would  not  have  penned  the  resolution 
on  the  table.  He  knew  his  lofty  and  proud  spirit 
too  well   to  suspect  him   of  gasconading,  where 

•  Mr.  PoijrsETT,  at  the  conclusion  of  his  remarks 
on  Tuesday,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Wibstkii,  on  the  Greek 
qaestion,  submitted  two  resolutions*  as  an  amendment 
to  that  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts; 
the  one  in  reference  to  Greece,  and  another  in  rela- 
tion to  the  independent  Governments  South  of  the 
United  Slates.  The  latter  was  withdrawn  by  him,  in 
consequence  of  a  resolution  to  a  similar  effect  having 
been  laid  upon  the  table  by  the  Speaker.  This  ex- 
planation is  necessary  to  an  understanding  of  Mr.  Rah* 
DOLpa's  (and  especially  of  Mr.  Wkbstkb's)  remarks. 
The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Poinsktt,  but  after- 
wards withdrawn,  was  in  the  following  words: 

'' Retolved,  That  this  House  concur  in  the  senti- 
ments expressed  by  the  President,  in  relation  to  this 
hemisphere,  and  would  view  any  attempt  to  oppress 
or  control  the  free  GovernmenU  of  America  South  of 
us,  by  the  Allied  Powers  of  Europe,  as  dangerous  to 
the  peace  and  happiness  of  the  United  States;  and  that 
such  measures  as  may  be  deemed  expedient  to  protect 
them  from  the  attacks  of  any  Power,  other  than  that 
of  Spain  alone,  and  unassisted,  will  meet  its  cardial 
support. " 


there  was  no  danger  to  be  feared.  He  did  not 
suspect  him  of  it — he  knew  him  better.  He, 
therefore,  hoped  for  further  time  to  deliberate. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  risine  and  re- 
porting, and  It  was  decided  in  the  negative — yeas 
84,  nays  89. 

Mr.  DwiGHT,  of  Massachusett.',  said,  that  he 
was  sure  the  House  would  appreciate  the  embar- 
rassment he  felt  himself  under  in  rising  to  address 
the  Committee,  at  a  moment  when  they  had  just 
been  touched  by  the  magic  wand  of  the  eloquence 
of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  and  the  honora- 
ble Speaker  of  the  House.  But,  having  had  the 
honor  of  bringing  the  subject  embraced  by  the  res- 
olution then  upon  the  table  before  the  House,  at 
the  last  session  of  Congress,  he  should  think  him- 
self culpable,  did  he,  on  this  occasion,  omit  to  add 
his  efforts  (feeble  as  they  might  be)  to  those  of  the 
distinguished  gentleman  who  had  brought  forward 
this  resolution.  He  had  not  words,  he  said,  to 
express  the  gratitude  he  felt  to  his  honorable  col- 
league, (Mr.  Webster.)  for  the  very  luminous 
manner  in  which  he  had  unfolded  the  principles 
of  the  Holy  Alliance  yesterday.  He  would  not, 
he  .said,  again  apply  the  term  Holy  to  an  alliance, 
which  he  could  characterize  in  no  other  way  than 
as  a  conspiracy  of  sovereigns,  convened,  ostensi- 
bly, for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  social  order  of 
nations,  while  they  were,  in  reality,  waging  war 
upon  the  social  rights  of  mankind.  Although,  he 
said,  he  could  not  express  the  gratitude  he  felt  to 
his  honorable  friend,  he  would  tender  to  the  House 
a  more  acceptable  homage — the  assurance  that  he 
would  not,  in  the  remarks  he  was  about  to  submit, 
trespass  upon  a  subject  to  which  such  justice  had 
already  been  done.  He  congratulated  his  honor- 
able friend  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Poinsett,) 
who  had  preceded  him  in  the  argument,  upon  the 
eloquent  description  he  had  given  of  the  cause  and 
sufferings  of  the  interesting  people  to  whom  the 
resolution  related.  He  regretted,  however,  that 
he  could  not  congratulate  him  upon  having  car- 
ried his  sympathy  to  the  utmost  legitimate  extent 
which  the  principles  of  humanity,  the  recognised 
rights  of  neutral  nations,  and  the  peace  of  our 
country  justified.  "Stern"  (indeed,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  the  gentleman)  "would  be  the  duty  of  a 
statesman,"  if  the  policy  of  his  country  always  re- 
quired him  to  suppress  the  best  emotions  of  the 
heart,  when  they  were  sanctioned  by  the  soundest 
dictates  of  the  understanding,  and  approved  by  the 
acknowl^ged  principles  of  national  law.  He  felt 
himself  under  the  necessity,  therefore,  of  oppos- 
ing the  amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  and  supporting  the  original  reso- 
lution. 

The  proposition,  sir,  is  one  of  the  highest  im- 
portance, whether  you  regard  the  interesting  char- 
acter of  the  people  to  whom  it  relatey,  the  effect  it 
may  produce  upon  the  foreign  relations  of  the 
Governments  from  which  it  proceeds,  or  the  ex- 
tensive commercial  relations  it  may  open  between 
the  United  States  and  a  numerous,  intelligent,  and 
industrious  people,  the  fruits  of  whose  industry, 
for  four  hundred  years,  have  been  consumed  by 
the  despots  who  enslaved  them. 
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My  object  will  be  to  show,  that  the  adoption  of  the  Ottoman  empire  been  indebted  for  her  exist- 
the  resolution  is  alike  demanded  by  the  character  ence  in  Europe,  and  not  to  an  intrinsic  strength 
and  the  condition  of  the  Greeks,  by  the  obvious  or  disposable  force,  that  ought  to  discoura^-e  the 
commercial  policy  of  our  own  Government,  and    friends  of  Grecian  freedom.  " 

that  It  cannot  be  opjw^ed  by  any  well-grounded  The  apprehension  that  Russia  would  enlarge 
apprehensions  of  involving  ourselves  in  diflficul-  her  colossal  empire  in  the  South,  or  that  Bona- 
tie»  with  any  of  the  established  Governments  of  parte  would,  in  that  direction,  take  another  step 
Europe.  in  his  march  to  universal  dominion  ;  or  thatEng- 

In  touching  upon  the  character  of  this  extraor-  land  would,  in  the  Archipelago,  or  in  the  straits 
dinary  people,  he  would  not  take  up  the  time  of  of  the  Dardanelles,  mal^  other  depots  of  her  al- 
the  House  in  dwelling  upon  their  origin.  It  was  most  irresistible  marine,  has,  by  turns,  distracted 
sufficient  for  him  to  remind  them,  that,  in  tracing  th^  cabinets  of  Europe  and  involved  its  Govern- 
Ihe  history  of  almost  all  the  nations  of  modern  \  ments  in  desolating  wars;  but  has  always  resulted 
times,  the  mind  was  bewildered  and  the  heart  ap-  in  fixing  more  firmly  the  firm  despotism  of  the 
palled,  by  the  mingled  ignorance  and  barbarism  Turk  upon  the  eastern  empire  of  the  Csesars. 
by  which  their  origin  is  surrounded.  !      During  this  security  from  abroad,  the  Turkish 

To  the  modern  Greek  is  reserved  the  privilege  Government  had  relaxed  their  system  of  oppres- 
of  pointing  to  a  brighter  spot  in  the  darkness  ol  j  sion  ;  for  even  despotism,  when  sated  and  unre- 
aniiquity,  and  to  remind  you  that  there  was  the  sisted,  may  become  sluggish,  and  the  interval  was 
country  of  his  anceitors,  and  that  he  is  now  stri- 1  employed,  by  the  industrious  Greeks,  in  accumu- 
ving  to  emulate  those  heroic  achievements,  by  •  lating,  from  their  soil,  and  the  resources  of  their 
which  they  were  made  immortal  ;  that,  when  the  1  national  industry,  those  treasures,  which,  alas, 
deeds  of  his  forefathers  were  embalmed  in  history,  I  could  serve  them  no  other  purpose  than  to  excite 
it  was  in  a  language  rendered  classical  by  its  lite-  j  the  rapacity  of  their  inhuman  masters, 
rature;  that,  in  whatever  nation  of  our  own  time,  |  In  other  conquests,  the  humanity  or  policy  of 
there  exists  a  love  of  virtue,  a  taste  for  literature,  the  conqueror  seems  to  have  put  a  limit  to  its 
a  devotion  to  freedom — there  exists  also,  in  their  |  own  severity,  and,  by  degrees,  to  have  blended 
appropriate  language,  the  mementoes  of  his  coun- j  with  its  own  people  and  laws,  the  persons  and 
try's  greatness;  that  the  descendants  of  those  he-  j  rights  of  the  conquered.  If  the  humanity  of  the 
roes,  who  first  conquered  freedom,  and  of  the  sages  conqueror  has  not  extended  so  far,  his  policy  has 
who  first  taught  civil  liberty  to  mankind,  are  now  I  been  contented  to  seize  the  dominion  of  person 
struggling  under  the  yoke  of  barbarian  bondage ;  |  and  property,  and  leave  to  the  conquered  the  do- 
that  it  is  to  us,  who  have  partaken  of  their  arts  j  minion  of  the  heart,  and  the  charities  of  domestic 
and  sciences,  their  literature  and   religion,  their  |  life.     Not  so  the  Turk  ;  under  his  sway  the  con- 


forms of  political  power,  and  their  notions  of  civil 
liberty,  they  appeal  for  sympathy,  against  a  peo- 
ple in  whose  estimation  learning  is  useless  pe- 
dantry, our  common  religion  a  delusion,  and  their 
notions  of  civil  liberty  a  crime. 


quered  subject  is  permitted  to  wear  his  head  only 
upon  the  payment  of  a  capitation  tax;  and,  lest 
he  should  even  then  forget  the  distinction  between 
the  follower  of  the  Cross  and  the  Crescent,  he  is 
compelled  to  bear,  in  the  color  of  his  costume,  the 


In  such  a  cause,  an  appeal  can  never  be  made  !  degrading  evidence  of  his  subjugation. 


in  vain  to  that  people  who,  so  short  a  time  ago, 
by  their  Representatives  in  this  Hall,  recognised 
the  independence  of  the  South  American  Govern- 
ments almost  by  acclamation. 

But,  sir,  the  apj>eal  of  the  Greeks  is  not  founded 
upon  the  merit  of  their  ancestry,  and  we  are  com- 
pelled to  turn  from  the  contemplation  of  a  people 
whose  origin  is  wrapped  up  in  the  classic  associ- 
ations of  antiquity,  the  recollection  of  which  is 
unmingled  with  a  regret,  except  that  they  have 
passed  away,  to  the  melancholy  picture  of  their 
present  condition. 

From  the  conquest  of  Constantinople  by  Ma- 
homet II.,  the  Turkish  Government  has  been  kept 
in  awe  by  the  European  Powers  which  surrounded 
it,  through  the  means  of  that  universal  principle 
of  self-defence  which  nations,  as  well  as  individu- 
als, are  bound  to  regard. 

The  doctrine  of  the  balance  of  power,  and  the 
mutual  jealousies  connected  with  iu  existence, 
has  permitted  to  sleep,  upon  the  bosom  of  Europe, 
a  Government  which,  as  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  has  well  said,  were  bound  by  the 
faith  of  no  treaties,  and  in  regard  to  which  the 
principles  binding  the  nations  of  the  earth  togeth- 
er, are  of  no  obligation.     To  such  jealousies  has 


I  have  said  that  the  possessions  and  the  rights 
of  this  people  were  pursued  through  the  waste  of 
the  affections.  Yes,  sir:  connubial  love,  parental 
affection,  filial  devotion,  the  little  that  binds  a 
slave  to  existence,  all  became  a  crime,  because 
their  indulgence  were  incompatible  with  the  claims 
of  the  conqueror.  Wealthy  families  were  turned, 
houseless  and  pennyless,  upon  the  world,  to  gratify 
the  avarice  of  a  governor,  or  pamper  the  appetite 
of  a  favorite.  The  innocent  people,  deprived  of 
civil  or  political  rights,  were  robbed  without  ac- 
countability, and  butchered  with  impunity,  by 
some  agent  of  despotism,  wiio  purchased  immunity^ 
from  his  master  by  dividing  the  spoils  of  his  vic- 
tim. Whole  districts  threw  up  their  properly  into 
the  hands  of  the  tyrant,  purchasing  repose  by  their 
penury,  and  preferring  beggary  to  dishonor.  But, 
when  all  had  been  yielded  to  avarice  which  wealth 
could  give,  they  were  subjected  to  the  influence 
of  a  still  more  execrable  pas.sion  ;  and  you  have 
the  testimony  of  a  distinguished  individual  to  the 
fact,  that  he  has  rode  over  large  villages  in  the 
Peloponnesus,  scathed  by  the  flames,  because  some 
reputable  family  had  refused  to  give  up  a  beautiful 
daughter  as  a  victim  to  the  execrable  tyrant's  lusts. 
From  these  oppressions,  an  appeal  was  made  to 
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humanity  every  where.  But  it  was  unheard  even  The  sex  that  escaped  the  sword  were  reserved  for- 
by  the  nation  which  had  exerted  its  power  for  the  pollution  ;  and  the  devastation  only  ceased  when 
abolition  of  the  more  humane  slave  trade;  by  a  |  there  was  nothing  left  to  destroy.  The  island  be- 
oation  that  had  produced  a  Chatham  lo  raise  his  came  a  desert.  In  the  language  of  our  immortal 
indignant  voice  against  the  less  inhuman  ferocity  Ames,  where  there  had  been  men,  and  wealth, 
of  savage  war  ;  or  a  Burke,  to  picture,  in  pathetic  i  and  comparative  liberty,  there  is  no  more  than  a 
eloquence,  the  less  excruciating  sufferings  of  the  '  sand  bank,  for  sea  monsters  to  fatten  on  ;  a  space 
inhabitants  of  Southern  India.  But  it  was  not  \  for  the  storms  of  the  ocean  to  mingle  in  mightv 
made  in  vain— it  was  heard  by  one  of  their  coun-  }  conflict.  Humanity  shudders  at  such  a  recital, 
trymen,  whose  distinguished  bravery  and  com-  ;  Atrocities  like  these,  sir,  would  at  any  other  time 
manding  character  had  raised  him  to  the  post  of  ,  have  roused  the  nations  of  Europe  to  vengeance  ; 
Aid-de-Camp  of  the  Emperor  Alexander,  and  to  and  yet  there  are  men  and  nations  who  have  heard 
the  command  of  a  Major  General  in  the  Russian  it  without  emotion  !  Where,  sir,  is  the  gallantry, 
service.  Under  such  auspices,  the  struggle  for  where  the  humanity,  where  the  chivalry,  of  Con- 
freedom  commenced  in  the  northern  provinces  of  ;  tinental  Europe  ]  Locked  in  the  icy  bands  of  the 
Wallachia  and  Moldavia.     Every  thing  which  ;  Holy  Alliance. 

genius  could  deviseor  valor  achieve,  was  attempted,  |  But,  sir,  the  immediate  authors  of  these  unpar- 
and  victory  had  already  perched  upon  his  banners ;  '  alleled  atrocities  were  not  permitted  to  go  unpun- 
when  the  sublime  head  of  the  Holy  Alliance  made  ished.  The  Turkish  flag  ship,  while  remaining 
the  humane  discovery,  that  the  happiness  of  rail-  |  in  the  harbor  of  Scio,  with  its  Capitan  Pasha 
lions  of  his  fellow  Christians  were  not  to  be  put  and  more  than  two  thousand  Turks  on  board,  re- 
in competition  with  the  legitimacy  of  the  Grand  po^ing  after  their  feast  of  blood,  was  grappled  by 
Sultan  of  the  Ottoman  empire.  i  two  Greek  ftre-ships,  and  blown  to  the  elements. 

The  brave,  the  devoted  Ypsilanti,  was  denounced  ;  A  vengeance  so  merited  and  yet  so  awful,  that  I 
and  disgraced  by  his  Royal  Patron  ;  himself  and  i  should  hardly  have  brought  it  before  you,  had  I 
his  sacred  cause  were  made  a  sacrifice  to  cold  and  not  discovered  in  it  another  ground  of  sympathy 
selfish  views  of  State  policy.  I  with  that  interesting  people.     No  one  who  hears 

For  a  moment  the  political  regeneration  of  me  will  have  forgotten,  that  a  similar  exploit  in 
Greece  seemed  doubtful,  and  might  have  become  the  Mediterranean,  of  some  of  our  naval  officers, 
hopeless;  but  the  measure  of  the  despot's  iniquities  !  first  gave  the  brilliant  presage  of  the  glory  to 
was  not  yet  quite  full.  As  if  he  delighted  to  add  j  which  the  American  Navy  was  destined, 
to  the  causes  of  Heaven's  vengeance  and  a  people's  A  brilliant  victory  over  the  combined  Turkish, 
wrongs,  the  venerable  Patriarch  of  the  Grecian  Egyptian,  and  Algerine  fleets  at  Tenedos,  soon 
Church  was  massacred  and  hung  up  at  the  door  '  gave  the  ascendency  to  the  Greeks  upon  the  Med- 
of  his  own  Cathedral ;  and  this  was  followed  by  '  iierranean.  But  their  exploits  were  not  confined 
an  universal  massacre  of  the  Greeks  at  Constanti- 
nople and  of  the  hostages  throughout  the  empire. 
Amid  this  work  of  desolation,  the  mind  has 
hardlv  the  courage  to  dwell  upon  a  single  instance. 
But  there  is  something  of  a  peculiar  horror,  and 


yet  of  a  grateful,  though  partial  retribution  in  the 
affair  of  Scio,  that  compels  ine  to  bring  it  to  your 
recollection. 

This  little  island  in  the  Archipelago  was  the 
supposed  abode  of  the  great  poet  of  anliquitv; 
thither,  as  if  by  a  classical  impulse,  many  of  the 
Grecian  families  of  easy  fortune  and  of  literary 
habits  had  resorted  through  successive  years,  until 
its  population  exceeded  one  hundred  thousand — 
sixty  villages  and  one  hundred  churches  reared 
their  heads  throughout  the  island. 

Here,  as  if  the  genius  of  Grecian  poetry  still  lin- 
gered in  its  delightful  shades,  and  among  its  vine- 
yards and  olive  groves,  was  erected  an  extensive 
institution,  devoted  to  literature,  where  were  taught 
seven  hundred  students  in  the  arts  of  peace,  and 
all  the  mysteries  of  ancient  learning  ;  here,  as  if 
in  the  range  of  the  Ottoman  Empire  there  was  a 
spot  exempt  from  its^espotism,  peace  and  security 
might  have  been  found.  If  on  earth  there  was  a 
people  worthy  of  the  protection  of  Heaven,  it  was 
the  unoffending  inhabitants  of  Scio.  Yet,  this 
sacred  island  was  delivered  up,  without  a  crime 
charged  upon  its  inhabitants,  but  that  the  blood 
of  Leonidas  and  Socrates  ran  in  their  veins,  to 
murder  and    rapine,   conflagration  and    plunder. 


to  the  water.  The  causes  I  have  enumerated, 
had  roused  their  nation  to  vengeance,  and  Greece 
exhibited,  throughout,  the  mass  of  its  population 
in  arms:  rat-n  and  women  marched,  with  clubs 
in  their  hands,  to  exterminate  a  tyranny  which 
threatened  them  with  annihilation.  If  it  was  an 
oppression,  such  as  was  never  known,  it  was  met 
by  a  resistance  seldom  equalled.  If,  in  a  moment 
of  despondency,  without  discipline,  and  without 
arms,  they  were  disheartened  by  the  power  of 
their  oppressors,  and  the  waste  of  their  country, 
they  were  roused  by  the  recollection  that  every 
object  in  their  view  presented  some  classic  memo- 
rial of  the  glory  of  their  ancestors ;  that  the  ground 
beneath  their  feet  was  the  sepulchre  of  their  coun- 
try's heroes.  As  if  by  a  refinement  of  emulation, 
they  met  the  enemy  at  the  well  known  pass  of 
Thermopylae,  and  where  the  Spartans  bad  resisted 
Xerxes  lor  I'reedom,  they  determined  to  reconquer 
it.  A  resistance  roused  by  such  oppressions,  nour- 
ished and  sustained  by  such  associations,  could 
not  but  be  successful,  and  Greece  once  more  re- 
verted to  its  rightful  owners. 

Does  any  one  doubt  that  Greece  will  retain 
what  her  arms  have  so  gloriou>ly  won  ?  Let  him 
remember,  that,  within  half  a  centurv,  we,  a  less 
numerous,  if  not  a  le5^s  powerful  people,  struggled 
with  a  nation  as  much  superior  to  the  Ottoman 
Empire,  as  we  are  now  superior  to  the  Grecian 
Republics. 

Is  there  a  doubt  whether  that  Government  will 
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secure  the  principles  they  are  contending  for  ?  Let 
us  look  at  the  constitution  promulgated  at  Epid- 
amus,  on  the  first  day  of  the  last  year,  and  we 
shall  recognise  the  fundamental  principles  of  our 
own. 

All  Greeks  are  equal  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  with- 
out distinction  of  rank  or  dignity.  The  property, 
honor,  and  security,  of  every  citizen,  is  under  the 
guarantee  of  the  law,  ttirough  the  medium  of  trial 
by  jury.  The  distribution  of  power  into  two  Le- 
gislative bodies,  each  having  a  negative  upon  the 
other  ;  and  a  judiciary  independent  of  both — an 
Kxecutiveannually  chosen — theaboliiion  of  torture 
and  confiscation.  With  such  a  constitution;  with 
a  seat  of  government  at  Athens,  where  once  sat 
the  Senate  of  the  Areopagus,  with  Minerva  and 
the  symbols  of  Wisdom  for  the  Seal  of  State  ;  it 
is  impious  to  doubt  whether  Greece  has  the  intel- 
ligence to  be  free.  And  yet  these  are  the  men 
whom  the  English  writers  would  ''  learn  to  de- 
spise the  theoretic  and  delusive  idea  of  constitu- 
tion makers." 

The  resolution  contemplates  opening  new  com- 
mercial relations — and  with  whom  ?  Why,  sir, 
with  seven  millions  of  people,  wliose  industry,  for 
centuries,  under  all  the  disadvantages  of  national 
servitude  and  private  oppression,  has  sustained  and 
fed  that  numerous  people.  It  has  done  more  ;  it 
has  fed  the  rapacity  of  their  conquerors.  With  a 
naval  power  of  six  hundred  merchantmen,  and 
from  whose  united  merchant  service  were  equip|>ed 
and  manned,  in  the  ^hort  space  of  twelve  months 
from  the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  a  navy  that  was 
enabled  to  meet  the  combined  Turkish,  E<rvpiian, 
and  Algerine  fleet,  and  to  beat  th^.  Is  it  with 
such  a  people,  supported  by  such  7  naval  power, 
that  the  policy  of  opening  new  commercial  rela- 
tions is  doubled  ?     No,  sir.     It  cannot  be. 

But  It  may  be  said  that  we  shall  sacrifice  our 
trade  with  Smyrna,  and,  of  consequence,  with  the 
Turkish  posse^slons  in  the  Mediterranean.  Let 
gentlemen  look  at  the  official  returns  of  the  Treas- 
ury of  the  last  year,  and  they  will  see  how  small 
will  be  the  amount  of  that  sacrifice.  The  whole 
amount  of  our  trade  to  the  possessions  of  Turkey 
in  Asia,  Africa,  and  Europe,  will  be  seen  by  the 
last  returns  not  to  exceed  the  value  of  a  single 
cargo  in  the  India  trade.  And  this  pitiful  advan- 
tage IS  purchased  by  the  humiliating  concession  of 
suffering  an  American  citizen  to  reside  at  Smyrna, 
three  hundred  miles  from  the  capital  of  Turkey, 
without  having  the  acknowledgment  or  protection 
of  the  Government  from  whom  he  seeks  this  lit- 
tle advantage  to  his  country's  commerce. 

But  those  who  make  this  cold  calculation  of 
pecuniary  policy  in  a  question  that  involves  na- 
tional honor,  should  look  well  to  the  other  side  of 
the  picture  before  they  decide  that  even  interest 
should  deter  us  from  the  measure.  Have  they 
asked  themselves  what  would  become  of  our  whole 
trade  in  the  Mediterranean,  should  the  Greek  cruis- 
ers which  visit  every  harbor  and  inlet  of  that  sea 
choose  lo  interfere  with  ii  ?  Does  the  well  known 
sympathy  of  the  Greeks  for  this  country  furnish  a 
guarantee  from  such  an  attack  ?  And,  if  it  does 
so,  does  not  the  fact  furnish  the  strongest  support 
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lo  my  argument?  Shall  we  avail  ourselves  of 
such  a  seniimeul  for  the  protection  of  our  com- 
merce, and  refuse  to  reciprocate  it  for  the  encour- 
agement of  theirs? 

But  it  may  be  said  her  commerce  is  too  small 
to  justify  the  interference.  The  argument  for  the 
recognition  of  the  South  American  Republics  was 
sustained,  not  by  reference  to  their  commerce  as  it 
then  was,  but  ny  an  enlightened  calculation  of 
what  it  would  soon  become;  and  events  are  al- 
ready beginning  to  demonstrate  the  soundness  of 
the  position.  Greece,  with  her  limited  territory, 
surrounded  almost  by  the  waters  of  the  Mediter- 
ranean ;  and  her  dense  population,  devoted  to  the 
arts;  and  her  marine,  composed  of  the  best  sea- 
men of  the  Continent,  must  necessarily  become 
an  important  naval  and  commercial  Power.  The 
duty  of  the  Government,  then,  is  to  take  measures 
winch  may  not  only  encourage,  but  protect  our 
commerce  with  such  a  commercial  and  naval 
people. 

It  remains  for  me  to  show  what  I  promised  in 
the  outset — that  the  measure  was  not  opposed  by 
any  well-grounded  apprehension  of  difficulties 
with  the  other  Powers  of  Europe.  This  Govern- 
ment has  always  been,  and  I  trust  always  will  be, 
as  !>low  to  impugn  the  rights  of  other  nations,  as 
she  IS  prompt  in  defending  her  own.  But  the 
resolution  contemplates  no  new  principle;  it  falls 
far  short  of  that  which  governed  this  House  in 
recognising  the  independence  of  the  South  Ame- 
rican Republics.  There  we  recognised  the  inde- 
pendence of  States  which  had  thrown  off"  the 
yoke,  not  of  governments  which  had  conquered 
them,  but  of  the  mother  country  which  had  colo- 
nized and  settled  them.  There  we  recognised  the 
new  governments  pending  treaties  of  amity  with 
the  old  ones,  without  disturbing,  as  was  fearfully 
predicted  we  should  do,  the  amicable  relations 
which  had  previously  existed  between  us.  Here 
we  open  commercial  relations  with  a  people  who 
were  never,  but  by  conquest,  an  integral  part  of 
the  Ottoman  empire;  who,  neither  by  habits  nor 
language,  nor  by  the  enjoyment  of  political  rights^ 
have  been  blended  with  the  conquerors ;  and  whose 
former  government  never  has  had  negotiation  or 
treaty  with  us.  Is  it  an  apprehension  of  difficulty 
with  Russia  or  with  England  ?  Tho>e  Power*, 
have  only  incidentally  protected  Turkey  ;  not  for 
her  sake,  but  that  a  barrier  might  be  erected  be- 
tween them,  which  their  mutual  jealousies  would 
prevent  each  other  from  overstepping.  The  inde- 
pendence of  Greece  would  form  a  stronger  barrier, 
because  erected  and  sustained  by  the  hearts  cf 
freemen.  Is  it  apprehended  that  a  Republic  can- 
not exist  surrounded  by  the  monarchies  of  Eu- 
rope ?  Let  us  examine  the  case  of  Switzerland, 
that  long  remained  a  barrier  in  Europe,  that  Bo- 
naparte, in  the  height  of  his  power,  dare  not  over- 
throw. Look  at  the  United  Provinces  of  the 
Netherlands,  conquering  their  freedom  from  Spain 
m  the  height  of  her  power.  Look  at  the  Venetian 
Republic,  conquering  from  the  Ottoman  empire 
the  f■aire^t  portion  of  Greece,  the  Morea  ;  and  com- 
pelling its  cession,  by  the  treaty  of  Carlowitz,  in 
1699.     Look  at  the  Ionian  isles,  whose  independ- 
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ence  was  acknowledged  by  Russia  in  the  year  | 
.1800,  and  at  The  Treaty  of  Tilsit  annexed  to  the 
French  empire,  by  the  name  of  the  Septinsular 
Republic.  See  them  in  1817,  after  the  fall  of 
Bonaparte,  demanding  and  receiving  the  protec- 
tion of  England. 

Can  Russia  look  with  a  jealous  eye  upon  the  ef- 
forts of  the  Greeks  ?     What  interest  can  she  have 
that  Greece  should  be  reconquered  by  the  Turk, 
when  she  has  acquitted  herself  of  all  participation 
in  her  deliverance  ?  The  eye  of  her  ambitious  Em- 
peror is  too  intently  viewing  the  natural  outlet  of 
his  vast  empire.lheEuxine,  and  her  connexion  with 
the  Mediterranean;  and,  besides,  he  cannot  regret 
the  dismemberment  of  an  empire  which  he  will 
possess  by  so  much  the  sooner,  as  she  is  weakened 
in  this  controversy.     Possess — and  he  must  sooner 
or  later — at  least  Constantinople  and   the  Straits 
of  the  Bosphorus  and  the  Dardanelles;  they  are  ■ 
to  his  empire,  stretching  as  it  does  from  the  Polar  | 
Ocean  to  the  Black  Sea,  and  from   the   Pacific 
to  the  Baltic,  what  the  Mississippi  and  New  Or-  | 
leans  are  to  us.     The  provinces  of  Greece  would  : 
rather  weaken  than  strengthen  his  colossal  power. 
He  cannot  conquer  ;  be  cannot  subjugate  them. 
He  may,  to  be  sure,  exterminate  ihera  ;  but  he  is 
too  deeply  read  in  human  nature  and  human  his-  | 
lorv,  to  be  ignorant,  that  when  a  people  have  re-  | 
solved  on  liberty,  they  will  be  free. 

He  misht  have  learned,  from  the  history  of  the  , 
United  States,  the  example  of  a  people  conquer-  j 
ing  more  from  the  force  of  the   immortal  resolu- 
tion than   by  arms,  however  splendid  their  vic- 
tories. 

In  regard  to  the  motives  of  the  Russian  in  en- 
tering into  the  Holy  Alliance,  or  rather  forming 
it,  he  begged  leave  to  express  a  single  opinion  ; 
it  might  be  novel,  it  might  be  erroneous,  but,  if 
correct,  it  had  no  little  bearing  upon  the  question 
before  the  House. 

That  Monarch  seemed  to  him  to  have  aspired, 
like  Bonaparte,  to  the  government  of  Europe,  by 
force  of  some  general  principle  which  might  as- 
sume the  shape  of  a  continental  question.  Bona- 
parte had  done  it  through  the  medium  of  their 
interests.  Alexander  had  operated  through  their 
fears.  It  was  an  apprehension  of  the  increasing 
effort  at  the  reformation  of  abuses,  which  the 
enlightened  character  of  the  age  had  given  the 
other  monarchs  of  the  Alliance  too  much  cause 
to  be  afraid  of.  It  was  this  apprehension  which 
bad  united  them  under  his  guidance  for  the  pro- 
tection of  his  eight  hundred  thousand  bayonets. 

Alexander,  then,  does  not  fear  the  independence 
of  Greece,  and  England  may  approve  it  ere  long. 
The  most  authentic  information  from  that  coun- 
try, Mr.  D.  contended,  had  placed  the  belligerent 
parties  in  an  attitude,  as  it  regards  each  other, 
which,  upon  the  soundest  principles  of  national 
law,  would  jui-tify  our  opening  commercial  rela- 
tions with  either.  The  Greeks  have  formed  a 
Government  for  themselves,  and  the  resolution 
only  admitted  that  the  power  re-^ided  in  those  who 
exercised  it,  without  saying  to  whom  it  belonged, 
or  fortifying  either  in  their  claims  to  it.  The 
resolution  proposes  commercial  relations  with  the 


Government,  de  facto,  apon  principles  recognised 
in  the  history  of  neutral  nations,  as  well  as  na- 
tional law.  Spain  submitted  to  as  much  from  all 
the  commercial  nations  of  Europe,  for  near  a  cen- 
tury, in  regard  to  her  revolted  provinces  of  the 
Netherlands.  She  has  submitted  to  more  from 
England  and  the  United  States,  in  regard  to  the 
provinces  of  South  America.  But  yesterday,  an 
American  Plenipotentiary  was  endeavoring  to 
present  himself  to  a  Cortez  of  Spain,  whose  votes 
were  construed  to  be  treason  to  their  King,  and 
yet  we  hear  of  no  complaint  from  that  Gov- 
ernment. 

Upon  the  principle  of  treating  with  its  govern- 
ments de  facto,  were  the  Ministers  of  France  re- 
ceived by  neutral  nations  during  the  Consulate, 
and  of  England  during  the  Commonwealth,  and 
yet  neither  Charles  nor  Louis,  upon  their  restora- 
tion, chose  to  complaim. 

If  Greece  should  commit  spoliations  upon  our 

commerce,  we  might  treat  with  theni ;  and  shall 

we  not  prevent  that   from  being  done  which  we 

might  ask  redress  for  when  effected  ?     Could  he 

fear  this  at  home  ?     Years  and  years  might  pass 

away  before  the  serfs  of  his  gigantic  empire  would 

hear  the  name  of  liberty,  much  less  aspire  to  the 

enjoyment  of  iu     The  same  period  might  elapse 

before  the  Cossacks  of  the  Don  and  Ukraine  could 

wish  to  change  their  profession  of  arms,  or  the 

Tartars  of  Northern  Asia  would  aspire  to  a  change 

of  their  Government.     No,  sir,  he  had   no  such 

fears  at  home.  The  northern  hive,  when  it  swarms, 

will   not  stop  to  reform  abuses,  to  depose  their 

king  bees  and  drones,  but  will  proceed  to  the  rich 

fields  and  gardens  of  the  South. 

I      It  waa  well  said  by  the  Autocrat  of  the  North, 

;  in  his  speech  to  Monsieur  Chateaubriand,  Europe 

shall    no  longer  have   an   English   and    French 

i  policy. 

No,  sir,  England  can  never  be  a  party  to  such 
an  alliance,  without  carrying  her  back  to  the  age 
of  Henry    Vlll.     She  is  not  more  entirely   iso- 
lated from  this  policy  than  she  is  from  the  terra 
,  firma  of  Europe.     She  will  be  compelled,  sooner 
or  later,  to  take  ground  against  ihis  alliance,  and 
I  the   sooner   the   better  for  her  interesb  and  her 
I  honor. 

I      It  IS  said,  sir,  that  a  co-ordinate  branch  of  the 
;  Government  may,  and  from  the  tenor  of  the  mes- 
sage it  IS  inferred  the  Executive  will  do  all  that 
the  resolution  contemplates. 

This  coincidence  of  opinion  is  essential  to  the 
success  of  the  measure,  and  one  of  the  8tronge^t 
arguments  for  its  adoption.     Concert  is  essential 
I  to  give  effect  to  a  measure  calculated  to  promote 
the  great   interests  and   essential  pursuits  of  the 
I  country.      Let  it  not  be  apprehended  that  this  is 
!  too  remote  and  chivalric  an  effort  for  the  peace- 
able Government  of  the  United  States  to  make. 
Let  it  not  be  said,  that  the  path  of  prudence  for 
us  is  to  step  aside  the  question,  and  leave  to  others 
i  the   more    direct,    but   more    hazardous  one,   of 
I  marching  directly  to  it.     For,  it  must  be  remem- 
j  bered,  that,  by  courting  the  danger,  they  are  mer- 
iting the  glory  of  the  enterprise.     And  here,  sir, 
'  I  am  persuaded,  that  no  person  who  duly  appre- 
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eiates  his  country's  power,  will  hesitate  to  say, 
that  if  the  measure  is  called  for  by  our  commercial 
interests,  and  sanctioned  by  the  principles  of  hu- 
manity, and  not  opposed  by  the  stipulations  of 
any  treaty,  he  will  hesitate  to  give  it  his  support, 
because  some  Government  may  choose  to  make  it 
a  cause  of  difference  with  us.  Such  hesitation 
would  imply  the  surrender  of  our  national  inde- 
jendence.  To  what  nation  shall  Greece  address 
lersell  for  co-operation  or  sympathy?  Shall  it 
>e  to  England  1  The  English  Lord  Protector 
of  the  Ionian  Isles  has  been  obliged  to  suppress 
the  spontaneous  sympathy  of  the  Lland  brethren 
in  their  behalf,  lest  his  country  should  rouse  the 
Turk,  and  throw  him  into  an  alliance  with  Alex- 
ander. 

No,  sir,  not  to  England,  but  to  America,  did 
Greece  appeal  from  the  Senate  of  Calamata,  in 
language  we  cannot  refuse  to  hear,  •'  That  having 
deliberately  resolved  to  live  or  die  for  freedom, 
they  were  drawn  by  an  irresistible  sympathy  to 
the  people  of  the  United  States." 

It  remains  to  be  determined  whether  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States  will  sanction  that  ap- 
peal and  approve  a  sympathy  so  universal  in  their 
behalf,  and  of  the  people  of  this  wide  extended 
empire. 

Those  who  regard  the  true  foundation  of  their 
country's  glory,  cannot  be  indifferent  to  this  in- 
teresting   crisis.      They    will   consider    that   her ' 
military  and  naval  character  stands  already  so 
high  that  it  does  not  require  to  be  exalted;  that 
her  progress  in  literature  and  the  arts  is  too  rapid 
to  need  acceleration  ;  that,  in  the  science  of  civil 
government  she  has  already  done  much  to  adorn 
and  enlighten  the  age  in  which  we  live;  and  that 
it  only  remains  to   her   to  consummate  her  na- 
tional glory,  by  enlarging  that  generous  philan- 
thropy which  produced  the  abolition  of  the  Afri- 
can  slave   trade,  and  the  recognition   of  South 
American  independence.    In  such  a  commodity  of 
national  wealth,  to  be  selfish,  is  to  be  ungenerous; 
and    base    would    be   the   American    heart,    that 
would  barter  the  well-earned  glory  of  his  country 
in  redeeming  one  continent  from  (he  slave  trade, 
and  in  giving  freedom  to  another,  for  Alexander's 
share  in  the  partition  of  Poland,  or  the  right  of 
the   Bourbon    to    the    broken   sceptre   of  Spain. 
Enough  of  military  and  naval  glory  have  we  ac- 
quired, to  give  us  most  grateful  recollections  of 
the  past,  and  most  pleasing  assurances  of  the  fu- 
ture.    The  Holy  Alliance  will  hardly  assail  us, 
while  the   thunder  of  our   naval   battery  is  yet 
echoingalong  the  lakes,  and  reverberating  through- 
out the  Allaittic.     They  will  remember,  too,  that 
the  British  Lion  has  crouched  to  the  American 
Eagle  upon  the  land.     And,  should  the  Rus^ian  , 
Bear,  by  a  bound  not  more  extravagant  than  cer-  { 
tain  diplomatic   logic,  leap  over   four    thousand  | 
miles  of  close  sea,  upon  our  Pacific   border,  we  i 
could  point  out,  in  Tennessee,  a  Western  hunter  ' 
that   should    drive   him  growling  to  his   native  i 
den. 

But,  sir,  we  need  rtol  these  consolations.  The 
Greeks  do  not  ask  us  for  our  treasures,  or  our 
arms.     They  bid  us  remember,  that  opinion  is 


power,  and  that  the  expression  of  it  here  on  this 
day,  shall  gladden  the  hearts  and  nerve  the  arms 
of  millions  of  beings,  as  brave,  as  enlightened,  but 
not  yet  as  secure  and  happy  as  ourselves. 

Mr.  Manqum  renewed  the  motion  that  the 
Committee  should  rise.  He  hoped  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  would  indulge  him  in  the 
motion.  He  could  assure  that  gentleman  that  he 
had  yesterday  come  to  this  House  With  his  mind, 
as  he  thought,  fully  made  up  to  oppose  the  reso- 
lution ;  but,  by  the  luminous  and  able  reasoning 
of  that  gentleman,  his  determination  had  at  least 
been  shaken,  and  he  asked  for  further  time  for 
reflection.     Thereupon, 

The  question  was  put,  and  the  Committee  rose, 
reported  progress,  and  had  leave  to  sit  again;  and, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  the  resolutions  were 
ordered  to  be  printed. 


Wednesday,  January  21. 

Mr.  Cocke,  by  leave  of  the  House,  presented  a 
resolution,  adopted  by  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  State  of  Tennessee,  "  that  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  be  reque^ted  to  pass  a  law  author- 
izing payment  to  the  officers,  as  well  staff  officers 
as  others,  and  soldiers,  for  property  lost  by  them 
in  the  Seminole  campaign  ;  and  that  the  ambi- 
guity, or  doubtful  meaning,  of  the  act  of  the  4th 
of  May,  1822,  be  explained,  or  modified,  or  that 
such  a  construction  be  given  to  said  act  as  will 
embrace  the  cases  of  the  claimants;"  which  reso- 
lution was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affiirs. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Josiah  Hook,  jr.,"  made  a  report  thereon 
adverse  to  the  passage  of  the  said  bill ;  which  re- 
port and  bill  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Committee 
on  Private  Land  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the 
petition  of  Robert  S.  Forman,  accompanied  by  a 
bill  for  bis  relief;  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
to-morrow. 

The  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands  were  dis- 
charged from  the  consideration  of  the  petition  of 
sundry  inhabitants  of  Michilimackinac,  referred 
on  the  22d  of  December  ultimo,  and  it  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Poinsett,  from  the  joint  Library  Com- 
mittee, reported  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Waja  and  Meana 
be  inatructed  to  inquire  into  the  eipediency  of  appro- 
priating five  thousand  dollars  for  the  uae  of  ifaiia  Li- 
brary of  Congress. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  resolution,  it 
passed  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Moore,  of  Alabama,  from  the  Committee 
on  Private  Land  Claims,  made  a  report  on  tke 
petition  of  Thomas  T.  Townley,  in  behalf  of  the 
heirs  of  the  late  Don  Miguel  Eslava,  accompa- 
nied by  a  bill  confirming  to  the  said  heirs  sundry 
claims  to  lands  in  the  city  and  county  of  Mobile, 
in  the  State  of  Alabama;  which  bill  was  read 
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the  first  and  second  time,  and  committed  to  a 
Comraiitee  of  the  whole  House  to-morrow.  ' 

Mr.  Hamilton,  from  the  Commiitee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  explanatory  of  an  : 
act,  entitled  'An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  officers,  ! 
Tolunteers,  and  other  persons,  engaged  in  the  late 
campaign  against  the  Seminole  Indians,  passed 
the  4ih  day  of  May,  1822,''  reported  the  same 
without  amendment,  and  it  was  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

'  The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  on  the 
petition  of  John  B.  Smith,  was  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke,  the  report  of  the 
Land  Comiaissioners  in  Louisiana,  in  the  claim 
of  the  representatives  of  the  Marquis  de  Maison 
Rouge,  which  was  sent  to  this  House  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  together  with  all  papers 
and  documents  accompanying  the  same,  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims  ; 
and  said  committee  were  instructed  to  report  with 
a  view  to  the  final  settlement  and  disposal  of  said 
claim. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Brent,  it  was 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  mak-  ' 
ing  provision   by  law  for  surveying   the   coast,  ' 
from  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  to  the  Sabine 
river,  in  Louisiana  ;  and  of  causing  buoys  to  be 
placed  at,  and  upon,  the  shoals  and  banks  off  the 
mouth  of  Berwick's  bay,  at   the  pass  into  said 
bay,  which  leads  from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  into 
the  river  Teche.  so  as  to  render  the  said  passage 
secure  for  vessels  entering  thereinto. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  hav- 
ing a  lighthou>e  erected,  or  of  placing  a  lamp 
upon,  or  near,  Point  Fer,  or  upon,  or  near,  the 
island  of"  Belle  Isle,"  in  Louisiana,  for  the  facility 
and  security  of  vessels  navigating  the  coast,  at 
the  entrance  into  the  pass  which  leads  into  the 
river  Teche. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Call,  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  and  report 
what  alterations  and  amendments  are  necessary 
in  the  act  of  Congress  amending  an  act  organ- 
izing the  Territorial  government  of  Florida. 

An  engrossed  resolution,  in  relation  to  an  in- 
tended visit  of  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette  to  the 
United  Slate?,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed  unanimously. 

CAUSE  OF  THE  GREEKS. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Taylor  in  the 
Chair,  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  resumed  the 
consideration  of  Mr.  Webster's  resolution  for 
sending  an  agent  to  Greece,  and  the  amendment 
thereto  proposed  by  Mr.  Poinsett,  which  pro- 
poses to  limit  the  resolve  to  the  expression  of 
a  sentiment  decisively  favorable  to  the  Greek 
cause. 

The  depending  question  being  stated — 
Mr.  Cary,  of  Georgia,  rose  and  said  that  he 
felt  himsvlf  under  some  embarrassment  in  recon- 


ciling the  circumstances  in  which  he  was  placed, 
with  the  sentiments  he  was  about  to  utter.     If  he 
should  say  to  the  Commiitee  that  the  circumstan- 
ces and  nature  of  the  present  subject  of  debate, 
pregnant  with  the  most  important  consequences, 
had  pressed  with  peculiar  weight  updn  his  mind, 
he. feared  that  he  should  be  laughed  at,  because  be 
had  rushed  into  the  debate  with  all  the  precipitate 
ardor  of  an  ancient  Lacedaemonian.     But,  after 
the  subject  had  been  debated  day  after  day;  when 
the  discussion  of  it  had  elicited  the  most  splendid 
talents  of  this  House,  and  of  the  nation  ;  when  the 
subject  of  the  Grecian  struggle  for  liberty  occu- 
pied the  whole  country — when  taste,  when  letters, 
when  beauty  and  fashion  have  all  enlisted  in  the 
subject,  and  evinced  the  most  ardent  zeal  on  be- 
half of  Greece — it   was   not   surprising  that   he 
should  feel,   very  sensibly,   his  own  inadequacy, 
and  his  need  of  the  indulgence  of  the  Commitiee, 
while  he  expressed  his  decided  dissent  to  the  policy 
of  the  resolution  now  proposed,  notwithstanding 
the  very  high  source  from  which  it  had  proceeded. 
When  the  distinguished  mover  of  that  resolution, 
at  the  close  of  the  speech  in  which  he  had  sup- 
ported it,  took  his  seat,  surrounded  with  all  the 
splendor  of  genius,  and  all  the  glories  of  eloquence, 
the  concluding  sentences  of  that  speech  had  pow- 
erfully impressed  Mr.  C.'s  mind.     The  gentleman 
had  said  tiiat  whatever  might  be  the  issue  of  the 
present  struggle  of  Greece,  it  would  be  to  him  a 
tiieme  of  no  regret,  that   he  had  asked,   in   the 
name  of  seven  millions  of  suffering  freemen,  one 
word  from  this  House,  of  cheering  and  of  sympa- 
thy.    No,  sir,  he  need  not  regret  it;  he  had  advo- 
cated the  cause  of  Greece  in  the  spirit  of  Greece; 
be  had  spoken  as  if  the  mantle  of  Pericles  had 
!  fallen  upon  him,  and  in  the  finest  language  of  the 
Saxons  he  had  evinced  the  spirit  of   the  Saxoa 
race.     While  he  was  speaking,  Mr.  C.  could  not 
but  think  that  even  if  he  failed,  it  would  be  glory 
'  enough  to  have  made  such  an  effort  to  succeed.  Sir, 
that  gentleman  has  ingrafted  himself  on  the  im- 
!  perishable  column  of  Grecian  eloquence.    For  me, 
whatever  may  be  the  issue  of  the  feeble  effort  I 
may  be  able  to  make  against  all  the  power  of  that 
splendid  gcnlleman,  I  shall  enjoy  one  source  of 
i  satisfaction.     It  is  not  that  I  have  associated  my- 
I  self,  in  this  hall,  with  the  glories  of  the  Grecian 
t  eloquence — but    that    my   conscience    tells   me   I 
shall  evince,  upon  this  floor,  the  spirit  of  ray  own 
country:  that  I  feel  as  an  American,  and  that  I 
speak  as  one. 

In  endeavoring  to  support  those  views  which  I 
entertain  on  this  subject,  it  will  be  necessary  to 
direct  myself  chiefly  to  what  has  been  advanced 
by  the  gentleman  from  Mas.sachusetts,  since  he 
stands  the  solitary  Corinthian  pillar  in  the  Gre- 
cian cause,  and  supports,  with  so  much  ability  and 
I  dignity,  the  arch  on  which  rests  our  finest  litera- 
I  ture,  and  so  many  of  our  most  valuable  social 
blessings;  and  I  will,  therefore,  proceed  to  stiow, 
out  of  that  gentleman's  own  mouth,  that  the 
measure  he  proposes  to  this  House  ought  not  to 
be  adopted.  In  the  opening  of  his  speech,  that 
gentleman  had  said  that  the  subject  was  one  on 
which  It  was  difficult  to  avoid  being  carried  away 
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by  an  enthusiastic  ardor:  a  single  glance  of  hisj 
experienced  and  well  disciplined  mind  was  suffi-  : 
cient  to  tell  him  that,  in  legislating  on  this  ques-  \ 
lion,  feeling  was  not  to  be  our  guide.     He  knew, 
as  a  statesman,  though  not  as  an  orator,  that  a 
corporate  or  a  deliberative  body  has  oo  soul — that 
it  has,  so  to  speak,  no  heart — that  it  must  deliber- 
ate with  sternness,  with  precision,  on  all  the  rela- 
tions of  the  country.     The  gentleman  conceded  , 
this  when  he  said  that  our  feelings  would  need 
to   be   "chastised.''     And  what  was  that  chas- 
tisement?    It  was  in  the  nature  of  a  sort  of  duel, 
in  which  the  judgment  fought  down  the  feelings, 
tUi  it  brought  them  to  submit  to  an  exact,  sober, 
mathematical  estimate  of  our  relations  with  the 
rest  of  the  world.     In  that  spirit.  Mr.  C.  said,  he  | 
should  endeavor  to  investigate  the  present  ques-  j 
tion,  and  would  present  his  views  ot  it  in  as  con- 1 
cise  and  simple  a  manner  as  he  was  able.  ' 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  had  gone  i 
into  an  able,  a  minute,  and  an  attic  examination 
of  the  principles  of  that  combination  of  crowned 
heads,  which  threatened  tiie  safely  of  popular  lib- 
erty  in   Europe ;   and  he  sliowed,   in  a   forcible  ; 
manner,   the   ominous   and    dark   forebodings    to 
which  that  combination  led  every  thinking  mind. 
He  said   that  the  spirit  of  the  Stuarts  (I,  Mr. 
Chairman,  would  rather  Call  it  the  spirit  of  power) 
had  again  apj)eared  and  claimed  the  right  to  ty- 
rannize over  men,  by  a  divine  delegation.    He  i 
connected,  in  a   most  elegant  manner,  with  the 
development  of  these  principles,  the  fall  of  that  , 
military  ruler  who  trampled  for  so  long  a  period  { 
upon  the  world,  and  had  jostled  the  earth  from  its  ' 
equilibrium.     He  said  that  society  had  its  origin 
in  a  sort  of  family  compact,  in  which  the  inde- 
pendence of  each  nation  was  ."secured  by  a  combi- 1 
nation  to  prevent  the  strong  from  oppressing  and  \ 
swallowing  up  the  weak  ;  but  that,  ia  the  princi- 1 
pies  of  this  Confederacy,  all  these  securities  were 
merged  and  lost  by  an  admirable  and   impressive  ' 
figure.     He  represented  society  (if  I  understood  ' 
him  rightly)  as  divided,  not  perpendicularly,  into 
nations,  but  horizontally — all  the  inonarchs  being  ; 
above,  and  all  the  people  beiuw.     Well,  be  it  so.  , 
Such  was,  unhappily,  the  state  of  the  fact.     But, 
sir,  does  it  result  because  this  is  the  fact,  that  it 
augurs  any  danger  to  us  ?     I  say  no,  sir;  and  if 
you  ask  me  where  is  my  authority  for  such  a  de-  \ 
nial,  I  answer,  in  the  gentleman's  own  declara- 1 
tion.    He  said,  that  ever  since  the  diffusion  of  that 
light  in  Europe  which  had   produced   the  French 
Revolution,  that  vast  political  iEtna,  whose  every 
eruption  made  Europe  tremble  and  turn  pale,  and 
the  furious  tide  of  whose  burning  lava  threatened 
to  overwhelm  every  nation  of  the  continent,  there 
had  been  an  intelligence  at  work  at  the  root  of 
society,  an  inextinguishable  spark  thrown  among 
its  elements,  which  rendered   it  impossible  that 
men  should  long  submit  to  a  system  so  monstrou?, 
both  in  theory  and  practice,  as  that  of  the  Holy 
Alliance.     Sir.  we  believe  this.     It  cannot  last, 
sir.     That  horizontal  divisionof  society,  of  which 
the  gentleman  had  so  strikingly  spoken,  must  and 
will  be  broken  up;  those  glittering  pageants  who 
now  appear  in  the  upper  section,  rely  upon  it,  sir, 


are  more  formidable  in  appearance  than  in  reality. 
The  materials  are  already  in  existence;  they  are 
present  in  the  lower  section,  which  must  ulti- 
mately blow  up  this  state  of  things,  and  prostrate 
these  high  dignitaries  into  proportionate  degrada- 
tion. VVhenever  we  see  a  combination  of  bad 
men,  (whether  monarchs  or  others,)  we  may  al- 
ways conclude,  on  the  general  principles  and  his- 
tory of  human  things,  that  the  combination  will 
ultimately  be  crushed.  The  alliance  of  these  con- 
federated monarchs  is  a  rope  of  sand — it  rests  on 
principles  false  and  selfish,  and  its  continuance 
will,  of  necessity,  be  temporary  and  transient.  As 
soon  as  one  of  the  confederated  Powers  becomes 
overgrown,  the  combination  will  split  to  pieces — 
and  when  that  happens,  Europe  will  have  too 
much  work  at  home  to  look  elsewhere. 

Sir,  the  speech  of  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts was  a  string  of  truisms;  each  of  these 
was  incontrovertible;  each  of  them  made  a  mel- 
low and  a  deep  impression  on  my  own  mind ;  but, 
sir,  1  differ  wholly  from  that  gentleman  in  the 
application  that  he  made  of  them.  It  does  not 
follow,  because  I  felt  and  acknowledged  the  truth 
of  each  of  the  facts  and  opinions  he  stated,  that 
the  whole,  as  combined,  produced  an  equal  con- 
viction. Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  a  common-place 
man  ;  I  can  boast  of  no  effect  of  inspiration  ;  I 
have  not  dived  far  into  the  wells  of  science,  nor 
have  I  been  touched  by  the  wand  of  any  of  the 
magicians  of  learning  or  genius;  1  am  of  those 
who  believe  that  there  is  no  mode  to  receive  light 
from  Heaven  but  that  which  is  common  to  man- 
kind ;  and  that,  as  in  the  physical  world,  the  orb 
of  day  illumines  alike  the  various  districts  of  our 
country,  shines  equally  on  the  South  as  he  does 
on  the  North,  and  on  the  West  as  the  East,  so 
does  the  great  orbit  of  uncreated  light  illumine 
alike  the  world  of  intellect.  But,  sir,  this  is  a 
question  that  has  a  native  tendency  to  unbase  the 
mind;  to  throw  it  completely  off  its  balance;  and 
its  discussion  is  therefore  to  be  approached  and 
conducted  with  the  utmost  caution.  And,  sir,  let 
us  not  forget  that  this  Government  is  one  calcu- 
lated not  for  to-day  or  to-morrow,  but  that  its  ben- 
efits and  effects  are  to  endure,  and  to  diffuse  them- 
selves ultimately  over  the  whole  world.  I  listened 
with  interest  to  the  historical  detail  so  ably  and 
beautifully  given  by  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts, respecting  the  treatment  of  the  Greek 
nation  by  the  monarchs  of  Europe.  The  story 
was  interesting,  from  its  manner;  but,  sir,  it  was 
not  new.  We  all  know  that  power  cares  nothing 
for  right;  that  it  treads  on  every  thing;  that,  in 
its  eagerness  for  acquisition,  it  grasps  at  more  than 
it  can  hold,  and,  by  grasping  at  too  much,  un- 
nerves itself  by  its  own  cupidity.  But,  sir,  let  it 
go  on  to  grasp;  let  it  go  on  to  accumulate;  let  it 
continue  to  pursue  its  crooked,  transverse,  and 
contracted  policy;  it  is  now  nothing  to  us.  We 
have  got  through  all  that;  we  fear  it  no  longer. 
But,  sir,  is  it  therefore  necessary  or  proper  for  us 
to  do  even  what  the  modest  and  very  moderate 
resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
proposes  ?  Are  we  called  to  step  out  of  our  char- 
acter and  mingle  again  in  the  turmoil  of  Euro- 
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pean  politics?  Above  all,  sir,  shall  we  approach 
the  struggling  Greeks  with  fair  words  and  a 
smiling  countenance,  but  with  nothing  in  our 
hand  to  aid  them?  I  know,  sir,  that  there  is 
much  in  manner.  I  know  that  the  great  orator  of 
antiquity,  when  he  was  asked  what  was  the  first 
requisite  in  an  orator,  answered  "manner,"  and 
when  asked  what  was  the  second,  answered  ''  man- 
ner;" and  when  asked  what  was  the  third,  still 
answered  "manner;"  but  I  fancy,  sir,  if  that  im- 
mortal example  and  teacher  of  eloquence  were  an 
auditor  of  our  present  discussions,  and  should  be 
asked  what  was  chiefly  required  in  the  intercourse 
of  this  nation  with  Greece,  he  would  answer 
something  else  than  "manner;"  he  would  advise 
some  proof  of  our  sincerity.  What  is  the  lan- 
guage of  Mr.  Luriottis?  He  tells  you  that  he 
looks  to  this  country  for  friendship  and  assistance. 
Surely,  he  means  substantial  assistance.  He  doe?, 
indeed,  with  the  politeness  of  a  cultivated  man, 
intimate  that  even  one  word  of  encouragement 
will  be  received  with  gratitude;  but,  if  I  understand 
him,  he  does  not  seem  to  understand  our  princi- 
ples of  neutral  policy.  But,  sir,  admitting  him  to 
mean  what  he  says,  would  it  not  be  disgraceful 
to  this  country  and  Government  to  take  for  our 
standard  of  action  the  modest  and  stinted  de- 
mands of  a  polite  correspondent,  instead  of  grant- 
ing the  measure  of  full  and  manly  aid  ?  But, 
Mr.  Chairman,  this  is  not  all.  I  did  once  think 
that  we  might  open  a  commercial  intercourse 
with  that  country;  but  I  am  now  more  than  ever 
convinced  that  even  this  would  be  a  dangerous 
intercourse. 

Sir,  if  Greece  be  indeed  so  lovely,  so  beautiful, 
so  exquisitely  touching  in  her  distress,  who  can 
approach  her  with  the  tears  upon  her  cheek,  and 
not  be  carried  away  by  his  pity  into  every  extreme 
of  imprudent  zeal  in  her  cause  ?  Sir,  the  meas- 
ure now  proposed  will  only  prove  an  entering 
wedge  to  more  ;  if  we  once  go  a  wooing  up  the 
Archipelago,  we  shall  ere  long  find  ourselves  where 
it  will  be  too  late  to  stop.  If  we  look  at  the  his- 
tory of  our  country  thus  far,  we  find  no  precedent 
to  justify  it ;  we  find  nothing  in  the  writings  of 
any  of  our  greatest  and  wisest  men.  That  im- 
mortal man  who  saved  the  Republic  by  bis  valor 
in  the  field,  and  saved  it  a  second  time  by  his  wis- 
dom in  the  cabinet,  he  who  seemed  to  possess  a 
mind  formed  for  the  whole  universe,  even  Wash- 
ington himself,  seemed  to  have  had  a  foreboding 
that  one  day  a  case  like  this  might  present  itself^' 
and,  in  his  parting  address,  warns  us  against  the 
danger.  Was  he  not  right  ?  Yes,  surely.  We 
had  won  our  independence  by  arms  ;  a  wide  ocean 
separated  us  from  the  Old  World  ;  he  knew  that 
we  were  a  peculiar  people  and  peculiarly  situated 
— that  we  live  alone;  and  he  advised  us  to  keep 
ourselves  free  from  embarrassing  connexions  with 
the  governments  of  Europe,  (all  of  which  had 
their  origin  in  the  dark  ages,  and  still  bear  the  im- 
press of  that  origin,)  and  to  cleave  to  the  ark  of 
our  own  liberties.  Was  this  unbeoevolent  ?  Was 
this  too  little  a  conduct  for  Washington  to  re- 
commend ?  No,  sir ;  we  had  bought  our  freedom 
with  our  own  blood — and  we  were  surely  doing 


enough  for  the  world,  if,  while  we  surrounded  the 
temple  of  our  liberty  with  a  wall  of  fire  from  our 
enemies,  we  made  an  opening  in  that  wall  to  re- 
ceive whoever  would  come  to  us  as  a  friend.  Yes, 
sir ;  I  repeat  it — this  Government,  by  its  example 
alone,  has  conferred  a  benefit  on  the  whole  human 
family.  That  example  brooded  over  the  mind  of 
France  till  it  produced  a  revolution  which  threat- 
ened, and  had  at  one  time  nearly  accomplished, 
the  downfall  of  tyranny;  that  same  example  is 
still  impregnating  the  mind  of  continental  Europe, 
and  it  will  sooner  or  later  bring  forth  freedom. 
Surely,  sir,  if  we  open  this  fair  land,  with  all  its 
signal  privileges,  as  a  refuge  for  the  oppressed 
from  every  land,  we  do,  on  that  subject,  all  that 
we  are  called  to  do.  Should  we,  in  a  spirit  of  vain 
adventure,  attempt  to  do  more,  may  not  the  op- 

firessed  have  reason,  some  day,  to  say  to  us,  You 
eft  your  home  and  let  your  house  burn  down, 
where  not  only  you  might  have  remained  safe,  but 
we  too  found  a  refuge  ? 

Mr.  Gary,  in  conclusion,  said,  that  he  trusted 
and  believed  he  had  now  expressed  the  sentiments 
which  became  an  American.  Let  us,  in  our  pri- 
vate capacity  as  men,  as  freemen,  as  Christians  if 
you  please,  feel  for  them,  cheer  them,  and  aid  them 
too;  but  as  a  nation,  as  a  Government,  let  us  not 
mingle  ourselves  with  ihe  embroiled  policy  and 
the  endless  disputes  of  Europe.  He  had  not,  he 
said,  troubled  the  Committee  with  historical  de- 
tails— yet  there  were  some  lessons  on  this  subject 
to  be  learned  from  the  history  of  the  Greeks  them- 
selves. When  Demosthenes  was  laboring  to  save 
the  Athenian  State,  he  advised  his  fellow-citizens, 
instead  of  running  about  the  F'orum,  asking  where 
is  Philip?  What  is  Philip  doing  now  ?  Is  Philip 
dead?  to  look  after  their  own  affairs.  The  af- 
fairs of  Europe  are  to  us  this  Philip;  and  the  ad- 
vice of  the  immortal  orator  is  for  us  to  pursue. 
He  trusted  neither  the  resolution  nor  the  amend- 
ment would  prevail — the  latter,  he  said,  makes  a 
promise  to  the  ear,  but  breaks  it  to  the  understand- 
ing. In  the  name  of  candor  and  (he  felt  inclined 
to  add)  in  the  name  of  God,  if  you  do  not  intend 
to  go  farther,  give  nothing  that  may  be  welcomed 
as  a  pledge. 

Mr.  Wood,  of  New  York,  rose  and  observed, 
that  he  had  no  idea  that  any  thing  that  he  had  to 
say  would  change  a  single  vote  on  the  question^ 
but  that  the  subject  had  created  great  excitement 
in  the  cotumunity,  and  that  what  he  should  say, 
would  be  merely  in  justification  of  the  vote  which 
he  deemed  it  his  duty  to  give. 

He  observed,  that  the  resolution,  as  explained 
by  its  advocates,  implies  that  the  United  Slate* 
are  the  guardians  of  liberty,  and  are  bound  to 
propagate  it  among  all  nations.  Sir,  said  Mr.  W., 
this  is  the  doctrine  of  the  Pope,  of  Alahomet^  and 
Bonaparte,  and  leads  to  universal  war — to  univer- 
sal power.  Before  we  admit  this  doctrine,  it  would 
be  well  to  examine  what  was  our  duty  as  a  na- 
tion. The  dutiies  of  every  nation  are  limited  to 
the  prosperity  and  security  of  its  own  citizens;  it 
owes  nothing  to  other  nations  but  the  duties  of 
humanity.  This  is  more  particularly  the  case  with 
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a  government  like  ours,  which  ic  only  intrusted 
with  certain  specific  powers. 

The  Government  of  the  United  Slates  is  bound 
to  employ  the  treaty-making  power,  so  as  to  se- 
cure a  market  to  our  own  citizens  for  the  encour- 
agement of  their  industry,  by  stipulations  with 
other  nations  for  the  mutual  exchange  of  their  pro- 
ductions, and  to  employ  their  power  over  imports, 
so  as  to  foster  domestic  industry,  and  prevent  its 
being  overwhelmed  by  an  unequal  competition  in 
our  own  markets. 

The  Government  is  also  hound  to  provide  a  navy 
and  army,  with  such  national  establishments  as 
are  necessary  to  repel  or  redress  injury  from  other 
nations,  and  this  is  the  limit  of  its  authority  in  re- 
lation to  other  nations.  We  have  no  authority 
from  the  Constitution  to  embark  in  wars  of  am- 
bition, or  to  propagate  the  principles  of  religion 
or  liberty  by  the  sword. 

Because  the  world  is  full  of  oppression,  is  this 
Government  the  Hercules  that  is  to  free  it  from 
the  monsters  of  tyranny  and  slavery  ?  And  are 
we  bound  to  emulate  the  chivalrous  achievements 
of  the  renowned  Knight  of  La  Mancha,  by  en- 
gaging in  conflict  with  every  windmill  that  we 
may,  in  the  delirium  of  our  frenzy,  imagine  to 
be  a  tyrant  ? 

It  will  be  asked,  is  our  Government  to  be  of  no 
use  to  mankind  1  I  answer  yes;  but  not  by  its 
fleets  and  armies — not  by  embarking  in  a  military 
crusade  to  establish  the  empire  of  our  principles — 
not  by  establishing  a  corps  of  diplomatic  apostles 
of  liberty,  but  by  the  moral  influence  of  its  ex- 
ample. 

It  presents  to  the  world  a  model  by  which  the 
rights  of  men  may  be  secured,  and  the  benefit  of 
good  government  may  be  obtained,  with  the  least 
sacrifice  of  individual  independence.  It  excites 
inquiry — it  invites  examination;  the  knowledge 
of  it  will  be  conveyed,  by  our  flag,  to  every  region 
of  the  earth.  Foreigners  will  visit  our  shores; 
they  will  examine  its  structure;  they  will  witness 
its  practical  operation ;  they  will  discover  its  ex- 
cellence;  and  It  will  thus  difl'use  a  spirit  of  refor- 
mation throughout  tfie  world. 

Much  has  been  said,  during  this  debate,  about 
the  spirit  of  the  age.  The  present  age  is  distin- 
guished from  the  last  by  liberality  of  sentiment  in 
religion  and  politics.  The  American  Revolution, 
Bible  societies,  and  Christian  missions,  aided  by 
the  extension  of  commerce,  have  produced  this 
change.  It  does  not  need  the  aid  of  physical 
means — such  aid  would  obstruct  its  influence. 
This  moral  influence  is  all  powerful,  but  does  not 
irritate — does  not  excite  alarm — does  not  provoke 
opposition.  But,  let  it  be  connected  with  physi- 
cal means,  and  it  instantly  will  meet  with  resist- 
ance. Let  it,  then,  operate  as  it  has  done,  and 
we  may  expect  it  will  continue  to  produce  more 
and  more  important  results,  till  the  governments 
of  the  world  are  reformed. 

Sir,  the  measure  proposed  is  premature.  It  is 
predicated  on  the  supposition  that  the  Greeks  have 
already  achieved  their  independence.  It  is  alto- 
gether uncertain  what  will  be  the  result  of  their 
struggle.     In  the  document  communicated  by  the 


President,  it  is  supposed  to  be  uncertain.  It  may 
result  in  a  new  Grecian  monarchy;  and,  certain- 
ly, we  can  have  no  sympathy  for  success  in  a 
change  from  one  despotism  to  another.  Any  po- 
litical mission,  till  the  fact  of  their  independence 
is  ascertained,  is  an  infringement  of  the  law  of 
nations.  Public  ministers  are  the  means  of  inter- 
course between  independent  nations;  but  the  law  of 
nations  does  not  recognise  a  mission  from  one  in- 
dependent Power  to  the  subjects  of  another.  It  is 
stated  that,  in  cases  of  competition  for  a  Crown, 
or  in  case  of  civil  war,  where  parties  are  equal,  a 
minister  may  be  sent  to  either.  But,  in  case  of  a 
mission  to  subjects  in  rebellion,  who  should  prove 
unsuccessful,  it  will  be  a  violation  of  the  rights  of 
their  sovereign,  and  a  legitimate  cause  of  war; 
and  the  nation  who  sends  the  minister  ought  to  be 
prepared  to  aid  the  insurgents  by  force.  This  was 
the  case  of  the  French,  Spaniards,  and  Dutch,  who 
aided  us  in  the  commencement  of  our  Revolution. 
They  calculated  from  the  beginning  to  aid  us,  if 
it  should  become  necessary  to  the  success  of  our 
Revolution — but  it  is  not  proposed,  nor  is  it  in 
our  power,  to  do  this. 

Sir,  it  is  very  doubtful  whether  the  Greeks  pos- 
sess the  elementary  principles  that  are  necessary 
to  form  a  free  State.  If  a  people  possess  the  ele- 
ments of  freedom,  they  cannot  be  long  held  in 
slavery;  and  if  they  are  destitute  of  these,  no  efforts 
they  may  make  will  terminate  in  the  establishment 
of  tree  institutions. 

The  love  of  liberty  is  so  ingrained  into  the  heart 
of  every  American,  that  we  are  apt  to  overlook 
the  difficulties  in  the  way  of  free  government,  and 
to  conclude  that  every  effort  in  favor  of  liberty 
will  be  successful. 

It  is  a  deception  to  compare  the  situation  of 
other  countries  with  ours,  at  the  commencement 
of  our  Revolution. 

We  inherited  the  principles  of  liberty  from  our 
ancestors;  we  were  educated  in  the  free  princi- 
ples of  the  common  law.  We  enjoyed  the  pro- 
tection of  person  and  property,  the  right  of  suf- 
frage, and  trial  by  jury;  in  which  it  would 
require  a  century  for  any  people  who  have  been 
born  under  the  civil  law  to  be  instructed,  and 
much  longer  to  acquire  by  their  own  exertions. 

Sir,  are  gentlemen  aware  of  the  value  of  the 
inheritance  which  they  have  derived  from  their 
ancestors  ?  The  privilege  we  enjoy  is  the  result 
of  a  struggle  of  virtuous  and  enlightened  men  for 
more  than  six  hundred  years,  with  ignorance,  su- 
perstition, and  tyranny.  They  were  extorted  by 
piecemeal,  with  incredible  labor  and  perseverance. 
It  was  more  than  two  hundred  years  from  the 
Great  Charter  to  the  Bill  of  Rio[hts.  From  the 
time  of  the  Great  Charter  to  the  American  Revo- 
lution, distinguished  individuals  continued  the 
conflict,  breaking  one  fetter  after  another,  until 
their  persevering  efforts  terminated  in  a  complete 
emancipation  of  this  country  from  the  shackles  of 
superstition  and  tyranny,  and  in  the  establishment 
of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  by  political  institu- 
tions conformable  to  the  principles  of  natural  lib- 
erty, and  calculated  to  secure  it. 

Sir,  the  peace  of  the  country  was  endangered 
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at  the  coramenceraent  of  tlie  French  revolution, 
by  disregarding  those  difficulties.  A  brief  ex.imi- 
nation  of  the  principles  that  are  essential  to  the 
structure  of  every  free  government,  will  enable  us 
to  calculate  the  chances  of  a  struggle  in  favor  of 
liberty  with  ancient  institutions,  with  more  cor- 
rectness. 

Political  writers  agree,  with  one  voice,  that  no 
people  can  be  free,  who  have  not  intelligence  to 
understand  their  rights,  and  virtue  to  >ubmit  to 
the  restraints  of  law,  as  well  as  to  aid  their  execu- 
tion by  the  moral  force  of  public  sentiment;  but 
they  seem  to  have  overlooked  the  influence  of 
property  in  society.  Experience  proves,  that  in- 
telligence and  virtue  may  be  overborne  by  the  in- 
fluence of  property,  secured  to  a  few  by  the  laws 
of  the  society. 

Property  is  the  basis  of  power  in  society.     This 
is  a  law  of  our  nature,  and  founded  in  the  moral 
constitution  of  man.     Men  will  be  governed  by 
their  wants,  and  will  be  subservient  to  those  who 
feed  them,  or  who  furnish  them  with  the  means 
of  feeding  themselves.     The  condition  of  the  real 
property  of  any  country  will  control  and  modify 
the  Government.     The  possession  of  the  whole 
country  by  a  few  persons,  secured  by  the  laws  of 
primogeniture  and    restraints  Dgainst   alienation, 
will  necessarily  lead  to  monarchy  or  aristocracy  ; 
an  equality  of  property  in  the  soil,  or  the  power  of 
acquiring  it,  will  lead  to  a  republic.     The  first 
was  the  plan  of  the  feudal  system  ;  the  second  is  , 
the  plan  embraced  by  the  constitutions  and  laws  | 
of  the  Slates  that  compose  our  Union.     The  here- 1 
ditary  descent  of  property  and  established  ranks,  I 
with  exclusive  privileges,  lie  at  the  foundation  of! 
the  European    Governments — the   great  mass  of] 
the  people  are  tenants,  laborers,  and  artisans,  with- 
out any  interest  in  the  soil. 

Before  free  Governments  can  be  established  in 
those  countries,  the  existing  establishments  must 
be  rased  to  their  foundations,  and  the  whole  struc- 
ture of  society  must  be  reorganized  ;  the  restraints 
on  alienation  must  be  removed,  ranks  abolished, 
and  equality  of  civil  privileges  established. 

Were  the  people  admitted  lo  share  in  legislation, 
while  the  feudal  principles  of  rank  and  property 
remain,  their  power  would  be  unavailing  to  with- 
stand their  influence — the  power  of  society  would 
remain  in  the  same  hands  with  the  property,  and 
would  control  the  acts  of  the  Legislature.  The 
British  Parliament,  with  their  peculiar  advan- 
tages, have  never  been  able  to  relieve  the  nation 
from  the  dominion  of  the  feudal  system. 

No  revolution  that  does  not  render  real  property 
partible,  and  couple  the  power  of  alienation  with 
the  ownerships,  so  that  the  great  body  of  the  peo- 
ple may  become  interested  in  the  soil,  and  have  a 
common  intere^t  in  the  country,  can  be  the  basis 
of  a  permanent  free  Government.  It  was  because 
these  changes  were  not  made  in  the  established 
order  of  things,  that  so  many  attempts  to  establish 
free  Governments  have  failed.  This  was  the 
cause  of  the  failure  of  the  efforts  that  were  made 
in  England,  in  the  time  of  the  Commonwealth, 
and  not  the  want  of  virtue  in  those  who  conducted 
them,  as  Montesquieu  supposes.     This   was  the 


cause  of  the  failure  of  similar  efforts  in  France, 

during  her  revolution.  They  both  removed  the  re- 
straints on  lands  held  in  mortmain,  but  there  they 
slopped — the  same  result  will  forever  be  produced 
where  the  revolution  does  not  affVct  the  feudal 
principles  of  rank  and  property.  It  was  under  a 
conviction  of  the  necessity  of  the  division  and  alien- 
ability of  real  property  to  the  establishment  and 
permanency  of  free  Government,  that  the  several 
States  in  our  Union  abolished  entails  and  the 
rights  of  primogeniture;  and  it  is  in  accordance 
with  the  same  views  that  the  courts  of  the  diflicr- 
ent  States  will  not  tolerate  any  disposition  of  real 
properly  that  leads  to  a  perpetuity. 

The  tendency  of  society  to  ii)r»[uality  is  as  con- 
stant as  gravity  to  the  centre ;  laws  that  favor  ine- 
quality are  hostile  to  liberty;  and  the  excellence 
of  a  free  Government,  is  its  fitness  to  countei-act 
this  tendency  of  society.  The  alienability  of  real 
property  is  an  essential  element  of  freedom — it  is 
the  source  of  all  the  virtues  necessary  to  sustain  it 
— it  is  the  parent  of  industry,  economy,  independ- 
ence, and  patriotism — it  is  the  redeeming  princi- 
ple th.1t  will  preserve  all  the  rest  from  corruption  ; 
where  it  exists  the  einjurc  of  liberty  is  secure.  The 
incorporation  of  this  princi[ile  in  the  laws  and  con- 
stitutions of  the  United  Slates  atlbrds  the  strongest 
assurance  of  the  perpetual  duration  of  liberty  in 
this  country. 

The  condition  of  real  estate  in  South  America 
is  what  endangers  the  success  of  the  eflbrts  there 
made  lo  establish  free  institutions.  One-third  of 
the  real  property  is  said  to  be  in  mortmain,  and  is 
occupied  by  tenants  who  are  under  the  control  of 
the  ecclesiastical  establishments.  In  some  of  the 
provinces,  there  is  a  specifs  of  nobility,  who  have 
immense  possessions,  secured  by  law ;  and  unless 
ihey  remove  the  restraints  on  the  partition  and 
alienation  of  real  estate,  and  secure  an  equality  of 
civil  privileges,  by  their  new  constitutions,  the 
temple  of  liberty  will  rest  on  a  sandy  foundation, 
that  will  not  long  sustain  it. 

Do  the  Greeks  possess  the  elementary  principles 
of  freedom?  This  is  very  doubtful.  They  are 
repre>ented  by  the  travellers  who  have  visited 
them,  in  general,  as  grossly  ignorant  of  political 
principles — as  by  no  means  distinguished  for  a 
scrupulous  sense  of  moral  obligation,  and  as  une- 
qual with  regard  lo  properly.  There  are  some  in- 
telligent men  among  them,  who  have  been  edu- 
cated in  Italy,  Germany,  or  France,  but  the  great 
mass  of  the  people  have  very  little  knowledge  of 
the  free  States  that  once  existed  in  that  country  ; 
it  is  but  recently  that  their  ambition  has  extended 
further  than  tore-establish  the  Greek  Empire  with- 
out any  design  to  form  a  free  Slate.  The  Otto- 
man Emnire  has  been  decaying  ever  since  the  dis- 
covery 01  a  passage  to  India  by  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope.  The  provinces  are  becoming  independent, 
and  new  sects  are  dissolving  the  only  bond  that 
held  them  together.  The  Greeks  also  constitute 
the  largest  part  of  the  population  of  Europe.  They 
will  probably  succeed  in  rendering  themselves  in- 
dependent of  the  Porte,  and  will,  most  probably, 
transfer  their  allegiance  to  a  Russian  Prince,  and 
erect  a  new  Grecian  Monarchy.    They  may  lighten 
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their  chains,  but  will  not  at  present  establish  a  free 
State. 

The  adoption  of  the  resolution,  under  these  cir- 
cumstances, would  be  premature,  and  might  in- 
volve us  in  the  absurdity  of  recognising  as  a  fact 
what  does  not  exist.  But  the  strongest  objection 
I  have  to  the  adoption  of  the  resolution,  is,  thai 
it  may  involve  us  in  a  war  with  the  nations  of 
Europe.  The  facts  disclosed  in  this  debate,  as 
well  as  the  Message  of  the  President,  are  calculated 
to  excite  some  apprehensions  of  danger  to  our  re- 
pose. 

We  have  subsisting  causes  of  controversy  with 
some  of  those  Powers.  Is  it  prudent  to  multiply 
them  ?  The  principles  of  our  political  institutions 
are  in  direct  opposition.  We  hold  that  all  power 
resides  in  the  hands  of  the  people  ;  that  Govern- 
ment is  formed  by  them,  and  for  their  benefit,  and 
is  to  be  administered  by  persons  chosen  for  limited 
periods,  who  are  responsible  to  them  for  the  faith- 
ful discharge  of  the  trust.  They  hold  that  all 
power  resides  in  the  Sovereign,  and  that  any  par- 
ticipation to  which  the  people  may  be  admitted, 
is  an  emanation  from  the  grace  and  favor  of  the 
Sovereign.  These  principles  are  as  opposite  as 
light  and  darkness  :  ihey  cannot  coalesce.  The 
extension  of  one  is  the  extermination  of  the  other. 

Sir,  the  existence  of  our  form  of  government  is 
a  subject  of  anxiety  to  the  Sovereigns  of  Europe. 
Our  twenty-four  States  form  a  new  constellation 
in  the  northern  hemisphere,  which,  though  scarcely 
visible  above  the  horizon,  sheds  a  partial  but  om- 
inous light  on  the  old  world — 

"  A«  when  the  8un,  new  risen, 

Looks  through  the  horizontal  misty  air, 
Shorn  of  his  beams,  or  from  behind  the 
Moon,  in  dim  eclipse,  disastrous  twilight 
SheJri  on  half  the  nations,  and, 
With  fear  of  change,  perplexes  monarchs." 

It  is  the  sword  of  Damocles,  which  disturbs  the 
slumbers  of  despotism,  and  is  incompatible  with 
its  repose.  Has  not  the  extension  of  our  principles, 
by  the  revolutions  in  Souih  America,  excited  ter- 
ror and  dismay  7  and  do  we  not  hear,  in  every 
murmuring  breeze  that  is  wafted  from  the  eastern 
continent,  in  broken  whispers,  deleiuia  est  Carthcu^o, 
and  shall  we  not  be  upon  our  guard? 

War  with  all  Europe  would  be  extremely  per- 
nicious to  us;  not  that  I  have  any  apprehensions 
of  our  being  subdued  ;  but,  by  its  wasting  energies, 
it  would  be  less  injurious  to  ihem  than  to  us.  We 
are  not  able  to  contend  with  them  on  e<iual  terms  ; 
our  incapacity  arises  from  the  felicity  of  our  con- 
dition. 

They  have  an  accumulation  of  capital,  the  pro- 
duct of  ages  of  industry — they  have  a  surplus  pop- 
ulation which  is  a  burden  to  them,  and  from  which 
war  would  relieve  them.  They  can  embark  in 
war  without  interrupting  the  common  pursuits  of 
life,  or  materially  affecting  their  revenue.  On  the 
contrary,  we  need  our  whole  capital  for  public 
improvements,  and  to  lay  the  foundations  of  the 
institutions  which  are  necessary  for  the  develop- 
ment of  domestic  industry.  We  have  no  mendi- 
cant population  to  form  an  army.     Our  soldiers 


must  be  taken  from  the  plough,  and  the  common 

pursuits  of  life. 

War  wiih  us  deranges  industry,  interferes  with 
our  private  pursuits — affects  every  cottage — arrests 
the  progress  of  our  improvement — annihilates  our 
ordinary  revenue,  and  augments  the  necessity, 
while  it  diminishes  our  abifity,  of  contributing  to 
the  public  energies. 

Recollect  the  embarrassments  of  the  year  1814, 
for  men  and  money — recollect  the  universal  dis- 
tress occasioned  by  the  calls  of  the  militia  from 
their  occupations  to  the  seaboard  and  to  the  fron- 
tiers, and  pause  before  you  pass  this  resolution. 
Let  every  man  lay  his  hand  on  his  heart,  and  ask 
himself,  if  such  was  our  distress,  when  engaged 
only  with  a  part  of  the  force  of  a  single  Power, 
what  would  have  been  our  condition,  what  would 
again  be  our  condition,  against  the  world  in  arms  ? 

What  is  the  true  policy  of  this  ^country  in  rela- 
tion to  foreign  nations  ? 

The  common  Father  of  our  Country,  among  the 
treasures  of  wisdom  he  has  bequeathed  to  us  in 
his  Farewell  Address,  conjures  «jis,  in  extending 
our  commercial  connexions  with  foreign  nations, 
to  have  as  little  political  connexion  as  possible, 
and  theSagc  of -Monticello,  in  his  inaugural  speech, 
which  is  the  text  book  of  his  political  opinions, 
councils  us  to  cultivate  peace,  commerce,  and 
honest  friendship,  with  all  nations,  but  to  form 
entangling  alliances  with  none. 

The  same  course  of  policy  is  dictated  by  our 
physical  and  moral  condition.*^  Providence  has 
prepared  the  people  of  this  country  for  high  des- 
tinies. When  a  new  empire  of  civil  and  religious 
liberty  was  to  be  established,  be  selected  a  site  three 
thousand  miles  from  the  corruptions  of  Europe, 
which  would  have  checked  the  growth  of  the  insti- 
tutions that  were  to  secure  them.  When  we  were 
ripe  fur  independence,  it  was  achieved,  and  now, 
to  favor  the  prosperity  of  this  great  moral  empire, 
which  he  has  evidently  destined  to  be  the  scene 
of  higher  degrees  of  moral  excellence,  and  of  a 
greater  perfection  of  the  human  character,  and  of 
civil  society,  than  has  ever  before  been  witnessed, 
he  has  connt-cted  our  felicity  with  an  incapacity 
for  wars  of  ambition,  or  conquest,  which  would 
impair  it.  Is  not  this  a  mark  of  divinity  ?  and  is 
not  the  monition  as  authoritative  as  a  voice  from 
Heaven  ? 

Sir,  the  laws  of  moral  order  are  as  obvious  as 
the  laws  of  civil  society — the  sanctions  of  those 
law^  are  as  visible  as  your  public  prisons.  It  is 
a  law  of  moral  order,  that  men  should  avoid  all 
excess — the  sanction  of  this  law  is  ill  health,  pre- 
mature decay,  and  death.  It  is  a  law  of  moral 
order,  that  nations  should  live  in  peace  and  friend- 
ship ;  and  the  sanctions  of  this  law  are — derange- 
ment of  industry,  insecurity,  loss  of  property,  loss 
of  lives,  oppressive  taxation,  poverty,  loss  of  lib- 
erty, despotism.  No  nation  ever  broke  this  law 
with  impunity ;  iheefl'ecis  are  recorded  in  history — 
tliey  are  verified  by  experience,  they  are  written 
in  colors  as  deep  as  the  tints  of  the  rainbow. 

Will  you  violate  this  law,  and  share  the  wretched 
fate  of  other  nations,  or  will  you  unite  with  the 
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desigrns  of  Providence,  and  accept  the  happiness 
that  is  tendered  to  your  acceptance  ? 

Mr.  Baylies,  of  Massachusetts,  claimed  indul- 
gence for  a  short  time,  while  he  should  offer  his 
views  upon  the  subject  now  before  the  Commit- 
tee. He  was  sensible  of  the  difficulty  of  adding 
any  thing  new  to  the  discussion,  and  should  con- 
tent himself  in  following  somewhat  in  the  track 
of  his  honorable  colleague,  who  had  spoken  so 
ably  and  eloquently  upon  the  question.  He  felt 
somewhat  surprised  at  the  manner  in  which  gen- 
tlemen who  opposed  the  resolution  had  treated 
the  subject.  The  adoption  of  this  resolution  had 
been  supposed  by  some  to  amount  to  a  declaration 
of  war  against  the  Turks.  Mr.  B.  thought  the 
resolution  had  nothing  hostile  in  its  character, 
and  contained  but  a  plain  expression  of  the  opin- 
ion of  the  House.  If  it  had  no  feature  hostile  to 
any  other  nation,  the  House  had  certainly  a  right 
to  adopt  it — to  deny  that  right,  were  to  deny  the 
independence  of  this  country.  If  the  rising  of 
the  Greeks  had  been  but  a  partial  insurrection,  or 
a  mere  temporary  tumult,  he  should  doubt  the 
wisdom  and  the  expediency  of  this  measure;  but 
this  was  not  the  case.  And  yet  it  had  been  said 
that  it  would  be  unwise  to  go  forth  and  act  upon 
such  a  subject  where  our  interests  are  not  in- 
volved. There  was  not  a  member,  he  trusted,  on 
that  floor,  so  base  as  to  shrink  from  an  avowal  of 
his  opinion  in  this  contest ;  none  could  be  found 
so  degraded.  And,  Mr.  B.  said,  he  understood  this 
to  be  simply  a  question,  whether  it  was  right  to 
justify  the  President  of  the  United  Slates,  by  an 
expression  of  the  opinion  of  the  House,  to  send  an 
agent  among  the  Greeks  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
quiry. In  the  consideration  of  this  proposition, 
he  thought  the  House  should  take  into  the  esti- 
mation the  fact,  whether  the  Greek  provinces 
have  actually  achieved  their  independence ;  and  if 
so,  whether  there  is  a  reasonable  prosnect  that  they 
will  be  able  to  maintain  it.  He  believed  it  was 
not  denied,  from  any  quarter,  that  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  Grecian  territory  had  been  rescued 
from  subjection — that  the  march  of  despotism 
had  been  arrested  upon  the  ancient  Peloponnes- 
us— that  the  city  of  Corinth,  and  almost  all  the 
Grecian  islands,  had  been  made  free.  In  nearly 
every  encounter  on  the  ocean,  the  Greeks  had 
been  victorious,  and  by  a  general  system,  deter- 
mined, and  efficient,  had  endeavored  to  relieve 
themselves  from  an  intolerable  desf)o(ism,  which 
had  not  only  chained  down  the  body,  but  had  im- 
posed fetters  upon  the  mind,  and  tyrannized  over 
the  conscience.  If  it  were  then  true  that  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  the  Greeks  had  succeeded  in 
rendering  themselves  absolutely  free,  it  was  worth 
while  to  inquire  as  to  the  probability  of  their 
eventful  success  in  retaining  their  freedom. 

It  was  historically  true,  Mr.  B.  remarked,  that, 
in  struggles  of  this  character,  the  power  of  the 
invaders  was  always  gradually  weakened  and 
destroyed,  while  the  capacity  of  defence,  the  dis- 
cipline, and  the  strength  of  their  opponent^,  was 
continually  increasing.  Every  battle,  whether 
won  or  lost,  did  but  the  more  surely  develope  their 
in  ans  of  resistance,  every  day  gives  new  confi- 


dence. He  thought  it  peculiarly  fortunate  for 
that  people  that  they  had  hitherto  resisted  the 
efforts  of  those  who  were  endeavoring  to  resubju- 
gate  them  alone  ;  it  holds  out  a  prospect  that  they 
will  be  able  to  sustain  that  resistance,  as  they 
have  commenced  it  without  help. 

We  know  that  the  Powers  of  the  Holy  Alliance 
have  recently  pursued  a  course  of  policy  conform- 
able to  their  ideas  of  legitimacy,  and  of  the  set- 
tled order  of  things.  It  is  under  this  influence 
that  they  have  refrained  from  interposing  in  be^ 
half  of  the  Greeks,  and  the  consequence  of  this 
course  would  eventually  be  beneficial  to  iheGreeks; 
they  would  be  better  without  this  aid  than  to  rua 
I  the  risk  of  being  thrown  in  as  the  mnke-tceujIiU  of 
'  some  treaty,  or  used  merely  as  the  political  views 
of  these  Powers  might  suggest. 

But,  Mr.  B.  said,  there  was  a  power  existing  in 
the  world  which  would  overawe  all  other  power — 
popular  opinion.  The  Emperors  of  Russia  and 
Austria  would  not  dare  to  join  their  forces  with 
those  ol  the  followers  of  Mahomet.  They  would 
not  dare  to  enter  Constantinople  for  such  a  pur- 
pose, when  the  first  light  that  would  meet  their 
eyes  would  be  the  white  locks  bleached  in  the 
wind,  flowing  from  the  venerable  head  of  the 
Greek  Patriarch,  who  had  fallen  a  victim  to 
Turkish  barbarity. 

It  would  be  worth  while,  perhaps,  to  examine 
the  course  which  England  had  taken  towards 
this  people — England,  that  lofty-minded,  gene- 
rous, and  chivalrous  people — England,  who  tells 
us  that,  to  th»;  brave,  the  free,  and  the  unfortu- 
nate, her  arms  afford  protection,  and  her  bosom  a 
shelter.  What  had  England  done  for  the  Greeks  ? 
When  their  Minister  to  the  Ottoman  Porte  had 
witnessed  all  the  enormities  that  had  been  perpe- 
trated upon  them  ;  when  the  agonizing  shrieks  of 
the  victims  of  Turkish  barbarity  rang  in  his  ears, 
Lord  Castlereagh  was  not  so  Quixotic  as  to  in- 
terfere in  the  concerns  of  foreign  nations;  and 
the  documents  communicated  by  the  Executive 
show  plainly  what  Lord  Strangford  had  been 
doing.  It  seemed  that  the  object  of  the  British 
Ministry  had  been  to  place  thern  under  some  one 
of  the  Princes  of  their  nation — in  fact,  to  make 
this  gallant  people  no  better  than  slaves.  Mr.  B. 
said  he  was  not  of  the  number  of  those  who 
thought  the  true  test  of  American  patriotism  con- 
sisted in  violent  denunciations  of  the  British  na- 
tion— he  did  not  rest  the  acquisition  of  popularity 
upon  that  point — but  he  did  think  that  the  policy 
of  the  English  nation,  in  regard  to  the  Greeks, 
had  been  a  mere  counting-house  policy.  They 
had  looked  to  their  treasury,  and  considered  the 
probable  gain  or  loss,  which  was  to  result  from 
the  one  course  or  the  other.  They  had  followed 
too  servilely  the  maxim  of  the  younger  Pitt.  It 
was  a  well  known  notion  of  his  that  the  Turkish 
Government  should  always  be  considered  and 
treated  as  one  of  the  nations  of  Europe,  and  that 
this   was    necessary    to   preserve  the   balance  of 

[)Ower.  Perhaps  such  a  course  might  once  have 
)een  wise,  but  time  often  rendered  it  necessary  to 
change  existing  systems.  Had  the  younger  Pitt 
lived  till  this  time,  he  might  have  altered    his 
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views,  and  have  offered  the  aid  of  England  to 
succor  the  cause  of  the  struggling  Greeks — that 
aid  might  have  been  rendered  in  money,  ships, 
and  soldiers.  But  still  there  is  enough  of  gene- 
rous feeling  in  the  great  body  of  the  English  peo- 
ple to  prevent  Ministers  from  giving  open  aid  to 
the  Turks  in  this  contest.  It  could  not  be  be- 
lieved that  British  aid  would  be  rendered  to  the 
Ottoman  Emperor  with  the  consent  of  the  Eng- 
lish people. 

Unaided  and  alone,  the  Greeks  have  nobly  sus- 
tained their  ancient  character.  They  had  been 
subjected  to  the  greatest  hardships — they  had  be- 
held their  infant  children  torn  from  their  embrace 
— their  wives  and  daughters  consigned  to  the  out- 
rages of  a  brutal  soldiery  ;  and  no  hand  had  been 
extended  to  rescue  them.  But,  in  due  time,  a  no- 
ble principle  of  resistance  was  awakened  in  their 
souls — they  rose  in  the  majesty  of  their  strength, 
and  confounded  these  men  of  blood.  Another 
consideration  lessened  the  chance  that  the  Greeks 
would  be  again  subjected.  Nearly  four  centuries 
have  elapsed  since  the  Greeks  were  reduced  to  the 
dominion  of  the  Turks  ;  and,  during  all  this  time, 
they  have  existed  as  an  entirely  distinct  people. 
So  ignorant  have  the  Turks  been  of  their  true 
policy,  that  they  have  neglected  to  unite  to  them, 
by  intimacy,  and  similarity  of  habits  and  customs, 
this  people  who  would  have  been  their  greatest 
strength  and  safe-guard.  Hence,  in  the  Ottoman 
Empire,  there  has  always  been  two  distinct  nations 
— having  no  family  alliances,  no  common  sym- 
pathy or  faith;  differing  in  language,  and  differ- 
ing in  interests — and  hence  it  is,  that  any  internal 
commotion  must  shake  such  a  nation  to  its  centre 
— and  if  foreign  difficulties  occur,  the  Turkish 
Grovernment  must  crumble  to  atoms — that  Gov- 
ernment which  has  been  the  terror,  but  is  now  the 
shame  of  the  world. 

Who  could  have  expected  that  such  noble  vir- 
tues and  such  true  bravery  would  have  sprung  up 
among  an  enslaved  people,  as  has  been  exhibited 
by  the  Greeks?  Every  attempt  to  assert  their 
rights  has  been  met  with  violence;  their  imple- 
ments of  resistance  have  been  wrested  from  their 
hands  ;  the  sabre  has  been  applied,  where  any  dis- 
affection was  manifested.  Under  all  circumstan- 
ces. It  was  natural  enough  that  they  should  be 
distrustful  of  their  own  powers;  but  it  is  truly 
wonderful  that  their  character  should  have  shown 
out  so  splendid.  The  gentleman  from  New  York, 
who  spoke  last,  seemed  to  think  that  the  modern 
Greeks  knew  very  little  of  the  ancients ;  and  were 
hardly  aware  that  such  a  city  as  Athens  once  was, 
had  ever  existed.  I  Mr.  Wood  here  explained.] 
Mr.  Baylies  said  he  was  glad  to  find  himself  mis- 
taken in  the  intent  of  the  gentleman's  remark. 
One  fact,  however,  would  serve  to  show  how  far 
their  intelligence  extended,  in  relation  to  their  an- 
cestors. It  had  been  asserted,  from  good  authority, 
that  the  common  Greeks  were  in  the  habit  of  read- 
ing Homer,  in  the  original.  If  this  were  the  case, 
the  barbarous  state  of  the  Greeks  could  not  be 
urged  with  much  force. 

Mr.  B.  said,  he  had  heard  many  objections  to 
the  adoption  of  the  resolution  now  under  consid- 


eration ;  but  the  most  plausible  of  all  was,  the 
hazard  to  our  trade — that  the  scenes  of  piracy, 
which  had  so  often  disgraced  those  seas,  might  be 
renewed.  But,  he  conceived  there  was  little  dan- 
ger, on  this  head,  from  the  Turks  ;  (hey  were  too 
indolent  a  people;  preferring  to  occupy  their  time 
in  smoking  opium  in  their  camps.  Most  of  the 
trade  which  was  in  danger  of  being  assailed,  we 
owe  to  the  Greeks — the  articles  we  get  from  Smyr- 
na are  mostly  produced  and  carried  there  by  them. 
If  the  Greeks  are  exterminated,  that  trade  is  ex- 
terminated with  them.  If  the  Greeks  are  success- 
ful, they  will  have  possession  of  the  very  dens 
from  which  these  piracies  have  been  committed, 
and  will  be  enabled  to  put  a  stop  to  them — they 
will  check  the  stream  at  its  very  source.  Since 
the  establishment  of  our  Grovernment,  we  have 
paid  tribute  to  prevent  the  depredations  of  these 
barl>arians — and  how  many  of  our  citizens  have 
poured  out  their  blood  in  conflicts  with  them,  and 
endured  the  worst  of  slavery  under  them  ?  We 
may  go  to  our  navy  yard,  and  read  upon  the  col- 
umn there  the  names  of  those  who  were  thus  sac- 
rificed. If  these  hordes  should  be  eventually  ex- 
terminated, our  gain  might  far  surpass  any  loss  we 
should  incur.  During  the  four  centuries  that  the 
Turkish  empire  has  existed,  what  has  it  done  to 
illustrate  the  human  character  ?  What  has  it 
done  to  advance  the  human  intellect?     What  to 

Eromote  human  happiness?  The  Turks  have 
eld  existence  as  the  most  degraded  of  all  slaves ; 
and  have  been  a  disgrace  upon  the  face  of  the 
earth. 

Mr.  Baylies  begged  leave  to  recount,  not  in  his 
own  language,  those  scenes  of  horrors,  from  which 
his  colleagues  who  had  spoken  on  this  subject, 
had  seemed  to  recoil.  This  Hall,  he  said,  had 
often  resounded  with  the  terrors  of  the  tomahawk 
and  scalping-knife  ;  but  he  believed  no  gentleman, 
however  conversant  with  Indian  warfare,  could 
unfold  a  tale  of  equal  horror,  with  that  which  be 
was  about  to  read  to  the  House.  [Mr.  B.  here 
read  some  extracts  from  the  address  of  the  mer- 
chants of  Scio,  in  behalf  of  their  distressed  breth- 
ren, depicting,  in  strong  and  feeling  language,  the 
sufferings  the  devoted  people  of  that  island  had 
experienced.]  Comment  on  such  a  paper,  said 
Mr.  Baylies,  is  unnecessary.  He  hoped  he  should 
be  indulged  by  the  Committee,  while  he  took  a 
brief  prospective  view  of  the  changes  which  the 
success  ol  the  Greeks  would  work  in  the  world. 
If  they  do  succeed,  it  will  be  owing  to  the  exer- 
tions of  an  able,  and  well  disciplined  military  force, 
it  will  be  employed  in  wresting  power  from  the 
hands  of  the  Turks,  and  it  will  go  on,  even  past 
the  gates  of  Constantinople  ;  and  if  the  Christiaa 
banner  once  waves  upon  the  towersof  St.  Sophia's, 
the  crescent  will  have  waned  forever.  If  other 
provinces  should  discover  the  glimmering  of  day, 
they  would  soon  be  in  arms,  even  to  the  Bospho- 
rus ;  and  they  would  succeed  in  driving  back  this 
encamped  nation  to  the  region  in  which  they  ori- 
ginated, never  more  to  mar  the  fair  proportions  of 
that  moral  system,  which  should  slither  and  pro- 
tect the  liberties  of  the  world. 
In  their  attacks  upon  the  Greeks,  the  Turks  had 
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been  peculiarly  assiduous  to  wreak  their  vengeance  I  their  devotion  to  the  public  cause;  but  do  other 
upon  every  thing  connected  with  religion.  The  women  have  discovered  such  high-toned  feeling 
monasteries,  the  churches,  and  the  priests,  had  and  patriotism  as  the  females  of  modern  Greece, 
been  the  fir«l  to  be  sacriticed.  They  had  shown  >  Mr.  Baylies  said  he  was  not  disposed  to  think, 
their  irreverence  of  the  Christian  religion,  con-  with  the  gentleman  who  preceded  liim,  that  grali- 
spicuously,  amidst  the  desolation  they  had  caused.  I  lude  was  a  feeling  to  be  slighted,  even  when  we 
If  the  Greeks  succeed  in  their  attempt,  they  will  had  to  rtcur  to  antiquity  for  its  objects.  We  owe 
not  only  rescue  Syria,  but  the  Holy  Land  also,  a  deep  debt  to  ancient  Greece,  and  we  can  pay  it 
That  land,  so  celebrated  in  the  annais  of  cur  reli-  in  no  other  way  than  by  the  aid  we  can  furnish 
gion,  rendered  so  illustrious  by  its  miracles,  will  ;  to  her  descendants.  We  owe  to  the  ancients 
soon  be  theirs.  Where  the  visions  of  the  glory  much  of  the  character  of  our  institutions.  The 
of  the  Almighty  have  appeared,  may  he  cheer  his  •  Grecian  republics  were  practically  and  theoreii- 
chosen  warriors  by  the  cloud  and   the  pillar  of    cally  free. 

tire.  For  such  a  cause  as  this,  the  noblest  deeds  i  How  much  money  is  gleaned  daily  from  the 
of  chivalry  had  been  done;  for  this,  the  Lion- ;  pockets  of  the  rich  and  poor  to  encourage  mis- 
hearted  King  of  England  had  exerteil  his  powers,  sions  to  the  Choctaws,  to  the  East  Indies,  to  the 
in  a  manner  almost  too  romantic  for  conception.  Sandwich  Islands,  to  Africa,  and  other  places; 
If  the  Greeks  prevail,  the  Mahometan  religion,  and  what  a  matter  of  rejoicing  is  the  doubtful 
a  religion  of  the  senses  and  the  sword,  will  be  ex-  '  conversion  of  a  poor  Indian  considered  ?  If  a 
terminated.  The  Bible  will  take  the  place  of  the  small  portion  of  the  money  thua  collected  could 
Koran.  Religion,  softening,  elevating,  and  re-  be  applied  to  this  purpose,  of  much  less  doubtful 
fining  the  human  character,  and  strengthening  merit,  it  would  render  the  most  essential  service 
the  tone  of  moral  feeling,  will  be  established  in  to  the  Greek?,  and  we  mi^ht  soon  see  them  a 
the  place  of  infidelity.  The  Greek  language,  a  happy  people,  possessing  a  tree  constitution, 
language  of  music,  poetry,  and  intelligence,  will  If  America  should  be  the  first  to  show  her  sym- 
soon  become  the  language  of  a  living  nation.  He  pathy  with  the  sufi'erings,  and  her  wi.->hes  for  the 
would  not  appeal  to  the  sympathy  of  the  House  success,  of  this  high-mindeJ  and  injured  people, 
by  calling  up  the  illustrious  names  which  adorned  she  would  insure  to  herself  the  love  and  the  graii- 
the  history  of  Greece.  There  was  not  a  gentle-  tude  of  ilie  wise,  the  good,  and  the  brave  of  every 
man  upon  that  lloor,  whether  his  mind  had   been    country  and  of  every  age. 

disciplined  ip  the  school  of  the  classics  or  not,  I      On  motion  of  Mr.  Cook,  of  Illinois,  the  Coin- 
but  possessed  sufficient  knowledge  of  those  names,  I  miltee  then  rose,  reported  progress,  and  obtained 
and  of  that  history.     Whenever  the  light  of  sci- 
ence should  be  permitted  again  to  dawn  freely 
upon  her,  Greece  will  assume  a  new  and  glorious 


existence. 

Her  seas  studded  with  inlands,  and  her  shores 


leave  to  sit  again. 


Thursday,  January  22. 
Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 


indented  with  harbors,  she  is  destined  to  become  lie  Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  trom  the 
an  important  commercial  nation.  And  one  prin-  Senate,  entitled  ''An  act  granting  to  the  State  of 
ciple  exists,  in  regard  to  her  navigation,  which  i  Alabama  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  certain  quar- 
wiU  have  a  tendency  to  carry  it  to  the  highest  ;  ter  sections  of  land,"  reported  the  same  without 
state  of  perfection  :  her  vessels  are  owned  by  the  amendment,  and  it  was  committed  to  a  Commit- 
persons  who  navigate  them,  like  the  whale  ships    tee  of  the  Whole. 

and  fishing  vessels  of  our  Northern  States;  and  j  On  motion  of  Mr.  Cockk,  the  committee  on  so 
that  fact  IS  a  most  fortunate  one,  towards  the  much  of  the  public  a(  counts  and  expenditures  as 
commercial  importance  of  Greece.  She  may,  relates  to  the  Department  of  the  Navy,  were  in- 
possibly,  soon  become  the  third  naval  Power  in  structed  to  inquire  and  report,  specially,  touching 
the  world  ;  and  the  wooden  walls  of  Athens  may  !  the  contingent  expenses  in  the  Navy  Department, 
be  seen,  ere  long,  Hoaiing  uf)on  every  sea.  i  in  the  year  1817,  1818,  1819,  1820,  1821,  1822, 

Another  good  effect  from  the  success  of  the  !  and  18^3,  designating  the  objects  of  expenditure 
Greeks,  will  be  the  abolition  of  the  base  practice  i  in  each  year,  separately,  and  to  whom  paid, 
of  polygamy.  Woman,  when  she  is  allowed  her  I  Mr.  Cocke  supported  the  resolution  by  stating, 
proper  rights  and  rank  in  society,  and  when  made  that,  from  an  examination  of  the  acts  providing 
the  friend  and  intimate  associate  of  man,  height-  \  for  expenditures  in  the  Navy  Department,  from 
ens  the  tone  of  every  virtue,  and  elevates  the  i  S220,U0O  to  S230,0()0  was  appropriated  to  the  head 
moral  character.  Her  influence  was  felt,  even  in  I  of  contingencies,  besides  the  appropriations  for 
the  schools  of  chivalry,  where  men  were  taught  specific  objects.  There  was  now  before  the  House 
not  to  be  dishonorable;  which,  in  barbarous  na-  a  proposal  to  increase  our  Navy  by  the  erection 
ti»ns,  supplied  the  place  of  civilization,  and  by  |  of  ten  additional  sloops  of  war ;  and,  if  thatshould 
which,  in  the  language  of  Burke,  vice  lost  half  its  i  be  adopted,  and  the  contingent  exi)enses  increased 
evils,  by  losing  its  grossness.  Gentlemen  have  j  in  proportion,  he  did  not  know  where  we  were 
undoubtedly  perceived  that  the  Greek  women  al-  I  likely  to  stop.  The  object  of  his  resolution  was 
ready  begin  to  feel  the  high  distinctions  of  which  |  to  direct  the  Committee  on  Expenditures  in  that 
their  sex  is  susceptible.  The  Roman  matrons  ,  Department  to  look  back  and  see  what  had  been 
sacrificed  their  jewels  for  the  common  good;  and  j  appropriated  since  1817.  He  regretted  that  the 
females   in  other  countries   have   nobly  evinced  i  officer  who  lately  presided   in   that  Department 
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is  no  longer  at  its  head  ;  but  it  was  a  consolation 
that  we  have  at  the  head  of  it  an  officer  whose 
duty  it  is  to  look  after  this  expenditure.  While  he 
was  up,  with  a  view  to  save  the  necessity  of  a 
farther  resolution,  he  would  invite  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  to  look  also  into  the  pay  of  the 
officers.  He  believed  that  such  officers  as  were  not 
on  duty  now  receive  one-half  of  their  regular  pay  ;  '< 
he  thought  this  was  not  enough,  but  he  also  un-  j 
dersiood  that  an  arrangement  is  practised,  by 
which  the  law  on  this  subject  is  virtually  evaded. 
Both  subjects  certainly  invited  and  demanded 
inquiry. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  the  House  a  let- 
ter from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  transmitting 
a  list  of  the  officers  of  the  Navy  of  the  United 
States,  denoting  the  |Hriods  of  their  admisMon 
into  the  public  service,  the  dates  of  their  present 
commissions,  and  the  time  of  their  actual  service 
at  sea,  since  the  1st  January,  1615;  prepared  in 
obedience  to  a  resolution  of  this  House,  on  the 
I6ih  of  December  ultimo;  wiiich  letter  and  list 
were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

THE  GREEK  CAUSE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Webster,  the  House  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union  on  the  Greek  resolution. 

Mr.  Cook,  having  the  privilege  of  the  floor, 
(having  moved  last  evening  that  the  Committee 
rise,)  addressed  the  House  in  a  speech,  of  which 
the  lollowing  is  the  outline: 

Mr.  Cook  said,  he  was  quite  sure  that  the 
knowledge  he  was  to  occupy  the  floor  at  this 
lime  had  not  excited  much  expectation  ;  and  he  felt 
as  sure  that  he  was  inca[>able  of  meeting,  in  any 
great  degree,  whatever  of  it  might  have  been  pro- 
duced. From  the  course  of  argument  pursued  in 
relation  to  the  resolution  before  the  House,  it 
seemed  to  be  understood  as  a  proposition  fraught 
with  the  dangers  of  war,  and  calculated  to  involve 
us  in  difficulties  with  the  Governments  of  the 
European  world;  after  such  views  had  been  taken 
of  it.  It  was  not  unreasonable  for  even  the  hum- 
blest member  of  the  House  to  assign  the  reasons 
which  induced  him  to  be  in  favor  of  the  measure. 

He  must  state,  in  the  outset,  that  on  this  sub- 
ject he  entirely  differed  in  opinion  from  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  ;  and  was,  therefore, 
opposed  to  the  amendment  he  had  proposed. 
What,  in  effect,  was  the  amount  of  the  measure 
proposed  by  tiiat  amendment?  A  strong  and  ar- 
dent wish  for  the  success  of  the  Greeks  in  ob- 
taining the  blessings  of  a  free  government.  Bui, 
Mr.  Chairman,  is  it  po.viible,  (asked  Mr.  C.,)  that 
at  this  time  of  day,  after  our  blood  has  run  like 
water  in  that  cause,  thai  it  is  necessary  to  pass  a 
formal  resolution,  to  inform  the  world  ihat  we 
sympathize  with  a  nation  engaged  in  the  same 
struggle  through  which  we  have  so  successfully 
passed  ?  Do  not  our  free  institutions,  do  not  ihe 
spirit  and  genius  of  our  Cruvernment,  does  not  our 
whole  history  and  our  whole  national  condition 
and  character,  proclaim  this  daily  ?  Sir,  our 
Chief  Magistrate,  in  his  Message,  has  made  the 
declaration  already,  and  he  ha&  therein  spoken 


the  sentiments  of  the  whole  American   people. 
This  is  enough  ;  as  to  a  mere  declaration  of  opin- 
ions and  feelings,  it  is  useless  to  go  further.     He 
preferred  the  resolution  to  the  amendment.     In 
giving  his   reasons   for   this   preference,  Mr.  C. 
stated,  that  liie  President,  in  his  Message,  had  in- 
formed the  House,  that,  "  from  the  facts  which 
have  come  to  our  knowledge,  there  is  good  cause 
to  believe  that  their  enemy  has  lost  forever  all 
dominion  over  them."     That  Greece  will  become 
again  an  independent  nation,  that  she  may  obtain 
that  rank,  (adds  the  President,)  is  the  object  of 
our  most  ardent  wishes.      Here,  said  Mr.  C,  we 
are -presented  with  the  facts  of  the  case — they  are 
separated  forever  from  their  barbarian  oppressors, 
and   they  have  a  separate  government  of  their 
own.     The  question  then  recurs,  whether,  when 
such  a  people  have  attained  such  a  measure  of 
success    and    independence,    we,   the    American 
people,  shall  look  on  the  sight  with  cold  indiffer- 
ence, or  whether  we  shall  not  hail  them  with  joy  ? 
Whether  we  shall  sit  still  and  hold  no  intercourse 
with  them,  or  whether  we  shall  prepare  to  give 
some  demonstration  of  a  wish  for  amicable  rela- 
tions with  them  ?     Sir,  setting  aside  all  commer- 
cial calculalions  on  one  side,  if  we  had  not  now, 
and  never  should  have  a  single  dollar's  worth  of 
commerce  with  their  shore,  the  love  of  freedom  is 
itself  inducement  enough  for  us  to  meet   them 
with  smiles  and  a  cheering  expression  of  our  good 
will.     But,  sir,  turn  to  the  communications  laid 
upon    your   table :   what   says   our    Secretary   of 
State  to  the  organ  of  this  newly  established  gov- 
ernment, (Mr.  Luriottis?)  "It  will  give  us  pleas- 
ure to  learn,  from  time  to  time,  the  actual  state  of 
their  cause,  political  and  military."     And  how, 
sir,  are  we  to  learn  this?     Through  newspaper 
articles,  of  doubtful  authority,  and  distorted,  ac- 
cording to  the  views  or  interests  of  the  hands 
through  which  they  pass  ?     Surely  not.     If  such 
information  be  desirable  and  necessary,  the  reso- 
lution before  you  provides  a  direct  mode  by  which 
it  may  be  obtained.     It  provides  for  the  sending 
to  that  country  an  intelligent  and  respectable  man, 
who,  whether  he  sustain  an  official  character  or 
not,  may  possess  opportunities  to  obtain  the  most 
authentic  information  of  all  that  relates  to  her 
situation  and  progress.     The  Secretary  of  State, 
in  his  letter  to  our  Minister  at  London,  speaking 
of  Greece,  says,  "the  public  accounts  from  that 
quarter  have  been,  of  late,  very  scanty;  and  we 
shall  be  glad  to  obtain  any  authentic  particulars 
which   may  come   to   your  knowledge.''      This 
statement,  sir,  is  official ;  the  resolution  proposes 
a  mode  of  meeting  and  supplying  the  desideratum 
thus  officially  acknowledged,  and  it  does  nothing 
more. 

We  have  been  told,  sir,  by  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  that  this  resolution  is  premature;  that 
Greece  is  not  yet  in  a  situation  to  render  such  a 
measure  expedient.  But,  sir,  that  gentleman's 
argument,  and  others  on  the  same  side,  seem  to 
lake  it  for  granted  that  the  resolution  aims  at  a 
cuaiition — an  alliance.  Sir,  if  that  were  the  case, 
the  resolution  would  indeed  be  at  present  prema- 
ture ;  and,  what  is  more,  sir,  it  will  at  all  future 
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times  be  equally  premature;  to  seek  foreign  alli- 
ances will  never  be  the  true  policy  of  this  Govern- 
ment. But  no  such  thing  is  in  the  resolution,  nor 
is  intended  by  its  friends.  Its  utmost  scope  is 
diplomatic  intercourse.  The  Greeks,  as  has  been 
already  insisted  on,  have  succeeded  in  separating 
themselves  from  the  Turkish  empire  ;  and  though 
no  Government  has  yet  ventured  to  acknowledge 
their  independence,  it  is  no  reason  that  we  may 
not  see  fit  to  do  so.  When  we  acknowledged  that 
of  the  South  American  provinces,  no  Government 
had  acknowledged  it  before  us.  No,  sir,  the  reso- 
lution is  not  premature.  Look  at  the  doctrine 
laid  down  for  eternal  ages  by  these  United  States 
in  '76.  It  is  the  doctrine  of  true  freedom — the 
doctrine  of  the  God  of  nature  himself.  [Here 
Mr.  C.  quoted  the  preamble  to  the  Declaration  of 
Independence.]  This,  sir,  is  the  doctrine  which 
iii  the  last  hope  and  refuge  of  men,  and  which  is 
destined  ultimately  to  redeem  Asia,  Europe,  and 
Africa,  from  their  yoke  of  bondage.  These  are 
the  principles  whence  has  sprung,  and  will  con- 
tinue to  proceed,  the  intellectual,  moral,  and  social 
improvement  of  our  race.  On  these  principles 
Greece  has  dared  to  act ;  she  has  broken  her 
chains,  and  set  up  for  herself  a  free  Government ; 
in  recognising  that  Government,  we  break  no  in- 
ternational law.  Sir,  thei*  principles,  to  use  the 
language  of  an  eloquent  statesman,  are  not  the 
manufacture  of  the  people  of  the  United  States; 
they  are  principles  which  have  come  down  from 
the  earliest  periods  of  human  existence.  (Here 
Mr.  C.  read  a  quotation  from  an  oration  of  the 
honorable  John  Quincy  Adams.J  If  these  im- 
mortal truths  are  to  be  admitted,  then  surely  the 
Greeks  have  done  only  what  they  had  a  right, 
both  moral  and  political,  to  do. 

But,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  was  willing  to  argue  the 
propriety  of  the  resolution  on  another  ground — on 
the  ground  of  the  Constitutional  power  and  duty 
of  Congress  to  regulate  foreign  commerce.  It 
was  a  part  of  this  superintending  and  fostering 
duty  towards  the  commercial  interests  of  the 
Union  to  send  agents  into  foreign  countries  to 
obtain  information  and  to  facilitate  the  arrange- 
ments of  trade.  Suppose,  instead  of  being  what 
it  now  is,  our  trade  with  Greece  was  of  great  and 
important  extent — Would  the  political  state  of 
that  country  deprive  us  of  the  right  to  regulate 
and  protect  our  commerce?  Suppose  half  Eu- 
rope was  in  a  state  of  political  convulsion — Are 
we  to  have  no  commercial  relations  with  her,  or 
agents  to  take  care  of  those  relations  ?  Must  our 
commerce  languish  or  be  cut  off  whenever  the 
States  of  Europe  choose  to  quarrel  with  each 
other?  Yet  that  is  the  scope  of  the  argument. 
Surely,  gentlemen  who  avow  such  hostility  to 
internal  improvements,  will  not  advocate  an  argu- 
ment which  goes  to  paralyze  the  interest  so  dear 
to  them — the  commercial  interest  of  these  States  ! 
But  if  we  may,  without  just  cause  of  offence  to 
other  nations,  protect  and  regulate  our  commerce, 
then,  without  such  offence,  we  may  send  an  agent 
to  Greece. 

But  we  are  told  the  practical   result  of  such  a 
measure  will  be  to  embroil  us  with  the  European 


Governments;  to  involve  us  in  the  dissensions 
and  contests  of  the  multifarious  Jugglers  of  the 
corruptions  of  the  Old  World.  But  how  is  this 
shown?  Has  not  England  (herself  a  member,  at 
least  to  a  certain  extent,  of  the  Holy  Alliance) 
sent  commercial  agents  to  South  America?  sent 
them  long  ago,  though  the  independence  of  those 
Governments  is  still  disputed  by  the  mother  coun- 
try ?  Is  this  policy  of  Britain  an  infraction  of  the 
law  of  nations?  Has  any  Court  complained  of 
it?  Have  any  Cabinets  protested  against  it? 
Has  this  involved  or  embroiled  her  with  any  of 
htr  neighbors?  No,  sir;  nor  is  such  the  object, 
nor  will  such  be  the  effect  of  the  measure  now 
before  you  ;  it  aims  merely  at  obtaining  such  au- 
thentic intelligence  of  the  progress  of  the  Greek 
cause  as  will  enable  us  to  judge  when  it  will  be 
expedient  to  stretch  out  our  hand,  and  welcome 
her  as  a  sister,  into  the  fraternity  of  Republics. 

The  interests  at  present  involved  in  the  resolu- 
tion, are,  in  my  view,  as  nothing;  the  principle 
of  the  resolution,  to  me,  is  every  thing.  I  do 
maintain,  sir,  that  we  have  a  right,  without  of- 
fending any  Power  on  earth,  to  maintain  official 
intercourse  with  any  Government  holding,  de 
facto,  exclusive  power  over  its  own  territory ; 
if  not,  we  have  no  right  to  protect  our  commerce, 
and  we  do  so  by  mere  sufferance  of  others.  But 
Greece  does,  at  this  day,  exercise  exclusive  power 
over  her  own  soil ;  and,  therefore,  we  have  a  right 
to  open,  and  to  keep  open,  diplomatic  intercourse 
(unquestionably  commercial  agency)  with  her. 
And,  having  the  right,  sir,  it  14  our  duty  to  act 
with  some  degree  of  generous  feeling  towards  a 
people  like  this,  struggling  victoriously  for  the 
dearest  rights  of  men.  If  we  refuse  it,  1  fear,  sir, 
the  world  will  think  our  practice  at  war  with  our 
professions;  that  we  are  wanting  in  generous  and 
manly  feeling  for  our  fellow  freemen.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Baylies,)  who 
last  addressed  you,  (whose  praise  it  is  not  for  me 
to  sound  in  this  House,  where  its  feebleness  would 
but  be  lost  on  its  object,)  has  truly  represented  the 
character  of  this  Government;  it  is  established 
by  the  hands  of  freemen,  to  protect  person  and 
property;  nor  is  the  exercise  of  that  protection  to 
be  chained  to  our  soil,  or  restricted  within  any 
bounds  of  territorial  limitation.  Wherever  Ameri- 
cans go  forth,  throughout  earth  or  sea,  the  mantle 
of  their  Government  is  over  them,  to  protect  them 
and  theirs.  They  have  the  same  right  to  be  pro- 
tected in  the  Archipelago  as  in  our  own  harbors. 
Sir,  before  the  manlv,  the  enlightened  spirit  of 
this  Government,  and  this  age,  the  slave  trade, 
that  reproach  on  our  race,  has  been  nearly  abol- 
ished. Yes,  sir,  the  noble,  intrepid  spirit  displayed 
on  that  subject,  by  this  Government,  has  done 
much  towards  effecting  this  great  triumph  of  jus- 
tice and  humanity.  Your  Executive  Magistrate 
has  told  you  that,  within  the  year,  our  flag  has 
not  been  dishonored  by  a  single  act  of  participa- 
tion in  that  accursed  traffic,  and  he  has  proposed 
to  this  Congress  to  declare  it  piracy.  Sir,  this  is 
noble;  but  shall  we  take  the  wretched  slave  out 
of  the  hand  of  his  pirate  master,  shall  we  knock 
off  the  chains  from  his  limbs,  shall  we  then  seize 
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his  spoiler  and  hang  him  at  the  yard  arm;  and 
yet,  when  a  land  like  Greece,  with  all  her  claims 
on  the  gratitude  of  mankind,  is  trampled  on  by 
the  worst  of  all  pirates  and  spoilers;  when  her 
people,  in  thousands,  are  captured,  carried  off,  and 
slain,  and  such  enormities  are  practised  on  them 
as  led  the  official  organ  of  the  Russian  Govern- 
ment to  declare  there  was  sufficient  ground  for 
all  Europe  to  combine  in  their  defence,  we  must 
not  even  express  an  emotion  of  sympathy  for 
them!  We  pity  the  captive  African,  and  call  the 
man  that  stole  him  a  pirate  ;  shall  we  not  pity  the 
suffering  Greek,  stolen,  sold,  and  then  butchered 
by  the  most  ruthless  of  all  oppressors  ?  Shall  he 
have  no  share,  not  a  little  share,  in  our  expressions 
of  compassion?  In  like  manner,  the  bold  spirit 
of  this  Government  has  set  its  face  against  the 
practice  of  privateering,  and  the  President  is  now 
engaged  in  negotiation  on  that  subject,  with  happy 
prospects  of  success.  Why  shall  we  be  backward 
in  this  one  cause  of  humanity  while  so  prompt  in 
every  other? 

Independent  nations,  as  such,  are  strictly  equal ; 
if  Greece  has  a  separate  and  regularly  organized 
Government,  we  have  a  right  to  treat  her  as  an 
equal ;  or,  if,  as  is  beyond  all  doubt,  she  will  con- 
summate her  freedom,  can  there  Be  any  harm  in 
being  prepared  to  meet,  and  to  welcome  her  when 
free  V 

But  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  objects 
to  the  resolution,  as  having  the  aspect  of  pressing 
or  hurrying  the  Executive  into  a  measure  of  per- 
haps a  hostile,  at  least  an  impolitic  character. 
Sir,  I  for  one,  have  more  confidence  in  the  wis- 
dom, the  sound  discretion,  of  that  officer,  than  to 
suppose  that  he  can  be  hurried,  by  any  resolution 
we  may  pavs  on  the  subject,  into  a  measure  that 
is  against  his  judgment. 

But  on  this  point,  sir,  if  the  gentleman  will  but 
take  a  short  retrospect,  he  will  find  on  your  jour- 
nals, three  years  ago,  a  much  stronger  resolution, 
in  the  case  of  the  South  American  Colonies.  In 
that  resolution  thi>  House  pledged  itself  to  sup- 
port him  in  the  proper  measures  for  acknowledg- 
ing the  independence  of  those  Governments.  Yet, 
sir,  the  President  did  not  act ;  he  waited  till  what 
he  believed  was  the  ripe  and  proper  time.  He  will 
do  so,  if  you  pass  this  resolution.  He  was  not 
carried  away,  by  what  was  then  called  the  Q.uix- 
otism  of  the  House.  The  manly,  noble  step  of 
acknowledging  those  Governments,  was  not  taken 
till  the  facts  in  their  condition  sanctioned  the  be- 
lief that  they  were  in  a  mature  f tate  for  recogni- 
tion. I  voted  then  against  the  resolution.  I  thought 
it,  myself,  premature.  I  knew  that  we  had  no 
commercial  treaty  with  Spain,  and  that  the  treaty 
for  the  cession  of  the  Floridas  was  not  ratified.  I 
feared  the  influence  of  the  measure  on  the  success 
of  our  negotiations  ;  but,  sir,  the  issue  showed  that 
those  fears  were  groundless.  The  Spanish  Gov- 
ernment did,  indeed,  demand,  that  Hhe  refusal  to 
acknowledge  her  colonies  should  be  a  sine  qua  ncm 
in  the  treaty.  The  demand  was  promptly  and  in- 
dignantly rejected,  and  the  treaty  was  concluded 
and  ratified  nolwithstinding. 

He  would  not  enter  into  an  examination  of  the 


doctrines  of  the  Holy  Alliance.  It  had  already 
been  done,  with  consummate  ability,  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts.  He  coincided  in  the 
views  which  had  been  given  of  that  combination 
— conspiracy,  rather  let  him  call  it — against  the 
liberties  of  mankind  ;  but  he  could  not  perceive 
that  the  mission  of  an  agent  to  Greece  could  give 
any  just  cause  of  offence  to  either  of  its  members ; 
nor  did  he  think  it  comported  with  the  dignity  of 
this  Government,  when  consulting  about  a  meas- 
ure of  our  own  policy,  to  be  calculating  the  proba- 
bilities and  possibilities  of  the  umbrage  that  might 
be  taken  al  it  by  some  member  of  the  Holy  Alli- 
ance. 

Mr.  Bartlett,  of  New  Hampshire,  said,  that 
the  subject  before  the  Committee  had  called  him 
to  the  severest  trial  of  the  impulse  of  feeling,  and 
the  more  solemn  dictate  of  duty.  Nothing  but  the 
painful  result  to  which  a  deliberate  consideration 
of  the  question  had  brought  him,  could  have  in- 
duced him  to  make  this  an  exception  to  the  good 
resolution  he  had  formed,  not  to  demand  more 
time  for  the  expression  or  explanation  of  his  opin- 
ion, than  should  be  necessary  to  answer  in  a  single 
monosyllable  to  the  call  of  the  Clerk.  And  I  rise, 
said  Mr.  B.,  at  this  time,  not  to  make  a  speech. 
If  there  were  no  other  obstacle,  the  topics  are  all 
on  the  other  side  of  the  House,  and  the  induce- 
ments too.  There  are  no  Grecian  wreaths — no 
ready  penned  votes  of  thanks — for  those  who  may 
feel  compelled  by  a  sense  of  duty  to  stem  the  tor- 
rent of  popular  excitement. 

I  am  aware,  said  he,  that  the  resolution  before 
you  is  one  touching  a  country,  at  the  very  mention 
of  which  all  the  proudest  associations  of  human 
nature  are  al  once  revived — associations  co-exten- 
sive with  the  limits  of  civilized  society.  At  the 
name  of  Greece  the  artist  forgets  the  more  than 
two  thousand  years  that  separate  him  from  his 
masters,  and  he  hails  it  as  the  land  of  hi^'  nativity. 
The  scholar  hourly  converses  with  their  mighty 
dead  ;  and  the  soldier  talks  of  their  deeds  of  valor 
and  heroism,  as  the  achievements  of  his  compatri- 
ots. It  is  a  resolution,  too,  in  relation  to  a  strug- 
gle for  Liberty — a  word  that  has  enchantment  in 
itself  Liberty  !  to  which  that  statue  shows,  as 
well  our  almost  idolatry,  as  the  source  whence  we 
derive  the  power  to  give  the  goddess  a  local  habi- 
tation. Liberty !  for  which  our  kindred  have  bled ; 
in  defence  of  which  there  are,  in  this  Hall,  those 
who  bear  marks  of  the  weapons  of  her  enemies. 
This  struggle,  too,  is  by  those  of  our  common 
Christian  faith,  against  tyrants,  barbarians,  mur- 
derers !  It  is  a  re.solution,  the  subject  of  which 
has  excited  the  sympathies  of  the  whole  nation — 
of  all  nations  capable  of  sympathy.  Our  Legisla- 
tures are  daily  sending  us  pledges  of  their  feelings. 
Societies  are  formed  to  aid  the  Greeks.  Individu- 
als are  pouring  out  their  treasures.  Humanity  is 
literally  in  tears  at  the  recital  of  their  sufferings. 
And  there  is,  said  Mr.  B.,  in  relation  to  this  sub- 
ject, an  influence  upon  me,  connected  with  the 
distinguished  individual  who  moved  this  resolu- 
tion, that  I  have  neither  the  inclination  nor  power 
wholly  to  resist.  While  it  has  been  urged  upon 
us  with  a  force  which  shows  that  eloquence  ex- 
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pired  not  with  the  renowned  orators  of  ancient] 
Greece,   we   have   listened    with   pleasure— with  | 
pride— for  the  American  character;  a  pride  more 
cherished  by  rae,  as  the  claim  of  New  Hampshire 

dearer  still,  as  my  own  native  village.    Though 

such  is  the  resolution,  under  such  circumstances, 
and  thus  urged  upon  us,  yet  must  1  vote  against  it. 
In  voting  agains'  this  resolution,  shall  1  assent 
to  be  charged  with  forgetlulness  of  the  debt  which 
we,  which  the  world,  owe  to  the  ancient  seat  of 
science  and  the  arts — with  want  of  ardor,  of  zeal, 
in  the  cause  of  freedom — with  indifference  to  the 
sufferings  of  the  oppressed — forbearance,  tolerance, 
to  the  accursed  cruelties  of  their  oppresi;orst     Dis- 
regard of  the  feeling  of  the  nation— the  sympa- 
thies of  humanity?     With  coldness  to  the  ani- 
mated, ardent,  and  eloquent  appeal  m  their  behalf  ? 
No,  never!     Nor  from  such  vote  should  it  be  in- 
ferred that  I  am  enamoured  of  the  faith,  doctrine, 
or  practice,  of  the  Holy  Alliance.     On  that  point, 
said  Mr.  B.,  I  can  boast  of  no  new  light — no  re- 
cent or  sudden  conversion.     When  ili  ''august 
contracting  parties,"  in  '15,  published  that  league 
which  has  received  such  severe  and  just  animad- 
version from  the  honorable  mover  of  this  resolu- 
tion ;  when  our  churches  were  profaned — Chris- 
tianity  outraged  w^ith  tt  tienms  in   honor  of  the  j 
"Magnanimous  Sovereigns" — the  mighty  deliv- 
erers— the  patrons  of  peace  societies — I  had  no 
voice  for  the  song.     Yet,  the  Holy  Alliance  is  not 
without  its  instruction  to  the  world.     It  affords, 
at  least,  the  lesson  of  the  infernals.     When  good 
purposes   scarce   produce   an   union   ol    effort,   it 
should  be,  it  is — 

"Shame  to  men,  while  devil,  with  devil  damn'd, 
Firm  concord  hold*." 

But  what  is  our  ground  of  complaint  against 
the  Holy  Alliance?  It  is  not  that  they  are  forg- 
ing new  chains  for  their  own  enslaved,  degraded 
subjects.  It  is,  that  they  claim  to  interfere  with 
the  governments  of  other  Powers.  Against  this 
we  protest — this  is  our  principle — this,  said  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  is  the 
American  question.  Keeping  this  principle,  then, 
in  view,  let  us  for  a  moment  more  particularly 
examine  the  character,  object,  and  consequences, 
of  this  resolution.  As  to  its  character,  its  oppo- 
nents cannot  differ  more  widely  than  have  its 
friends.  By  the  honorable  Speaker,  it  was  rep- 
resented as  the  unpretending,  inoffensive  expres- 
sion of  good  feeling  and  good  nature — as  contem- 
plating a  dove-like  embassy,  that  was  to  bring  us 
nothing  but  emblems  of  peace,  evidences  that  the 
tide  of  civil  war  in  the  East  had  abated  from  all 
the  face  of  the  earth;  wiiile  other  of  its  advocates 
hare  gitcn  to  it  a  supernatural  efficacy:  it  was  to 
be  to  th««nemies  of  Greece  more  terrible  than  an 
array  with  banners — to  carry  the  Cross  over  the 
Crescent  to  the  heart  of  the  Ottoman  empire — to 
be  a  flaming  sword  to  guard  the  pass  of  ihal  ter- 
restrial paradise,  from  which  these  angelic  Greeks 
have  thrust  the  inhdel  offender.  Yes,  more!  It 
was  to  prove  the  very  desideratum  of  Archimedes, 
the  fulcrum  by  which  we  are  to  move  the  world. 

Were  this  the  resolution  of  a  convivial  club,  or 


even  of  a  parish  meeting,  it  might  not  deserve  a 
character  more  important  than  first  given  it;  but, 
as  the  act  of  the  National  Legislature,  although  I 
have  no  faith  in  its  doing  the  miracles  imputed  to 
it,  still  it  assumes  an  importance  in  relation  to  its 
operation   upon   ourselves.     We  cannot  assert  a 
doctrine  on  this  subject  to-day,  and  to-morrow  re- 
verse it.     This  resolution  is  not  to  be  passed,  and 
to  pass  into  forgetfulness,  with  the  momentary 
excitement,  that   may  have  given  it  rise.     It  be- 
comes the  record  of  your  naiion — and,  so  far  as  it 
be  necessary  to  be  u>ed   against  us,  it  is  the  pro- 
perty of  all   nations.     So  far,  then,   as  it  may 
change  our  principle  or  policy  in  our  intercourse 
with  foreign  nations,  it  is  second  in  importance  lo 
no  measure  in  the  power  of  the  Legislature  to  adopt. 
What  are  the   reasons  for  adopting  it  ?     The 
object  of  this  resolution  1     By  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois,  who  has  just  resumed  his  seat,  it  is  urged 
upon  us  for  the  purpose  of  cbtaming  information 
ol  the  stale  of  Greece.     Is  that  the  only  object? 
If  so,   it   is  totally  unnecessary.     The  President 
now  has  all  the  power  necessary — and,  it  is  to  be 
hoped,  the  discretion  how  to  use  it.     But  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  who  moved  the  resolution  most 
distinctly  disclaimed  that  as  the  principal  motive 
or  objtct  of  it.     The  opinion,  the  declaration  of 
this  House  for  Greece,  was  wanted,     it  was  that 
which  was  to  give  vitality — to  give  importance, 
to  the  measure.     As  sucn,  then,  it  is  intended  as 
encouragement,  as  aid — a   pledge,  a  promise  to 
Greece:  or  it  is  a  mere  ceremony — form — ''  words, 
mere  words." 

As  most  respectful  to  its  advocates,  we  are 
bound  to  give  it  a  meaning  and  intent.  It  is, 
then,  intended  as  encouragement,  aid,  or  pledge  of 
aid,  to  the  Greeks.  Where,  then,  is  our  princi- 
ple? the  American  question?  What  is  our  com- 
plaint of  the  Holy  Alliance?  What  right  have 
we  to  interfere  with  the  internal  concerns  of  the 
Government  of  Turkey  ?  Who  are  these  modern 
Greeks?  Whether  they,  or  their  enemies,  are 
more  or  less  Christian  than  the  savages  of  this 
country,  whom  we  are  every  day  driving  into  the 
Pacific,  alters  not  our  political  rights  in  relation 
to  thern.  They  are,  and  have  been  for  four  hun- 
dred years,  the  subjects  of  the  Ottoman  Sov- 
ereign; and  he  is  their  legitimate  sovereign,  if 
any  potentate  of  Europe  can  claim  that  title. 
These  subjects  are  in  rebellion,  and  we  propose  to 
aid  them. 

Suppose  that  a  certain  part  of  the  population  of 
the  United  States  should  attempt  to  take  the  gov- 
ernment, by  force,  into  their  own  hands — and 
they  have  not  been  four  hundred  years  under  iheir 
masters — should  the  sovereign  of  Hayti  send  "an 
agent  or  commissioner"  to  encourage  them — and 
we  cannot  deny  he  has  a  right  to  feel  for  them  as 
much  sympathy  as  we  do  for  the  Greeks — should 
we  take  it  kindly?  Would  we  not  expound  the 
law  to  him,  and,  if  necessary  to  convince  him  of 
his  error,  resort  to  the  lUtima  ralio  rrgxtml  But, 
if  we  pass  this,  and  another  extraordinary  resolu- 
tion on  your  table,  do  we  not  at  once  furnish  an 
authority  ai;ainst  ourselves  ?  Is  not  our  principle 
abandoned? 
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But  what  particular  motive  have  we  for  this 
measure  ?  If  we  are  to  set  up  as  the  deliverers  of 
the  world,  the  champions  of  nations,  are  there  no 
other  objects  of  our  solicitude?  Is  there  no  sla- 
very, no  misery  ;  no  call  for  our  benevolence,  our 
charity,  our  sympathy,  on  any  other  spot  of  earth  ? 
Not  to  enumerate  instances,  can  we  have  forgot- 
ten that  which  is  now  history,  and  which,  within 
the  last  ninety  days,  was  passing  before  us  ?  We 
have  seen  the  most  chivalric,  the  most  gallant  na- 
tion on  earth,  trodden  under  foot  by  an  invading 
army,  for  asserting  the  righi  to  choose  its  form  of 
Government.  We  have  seen  her  fields  smoking 
with  the  blood  of  her  citizens;  we  have  seen  her 
patriots  and  heroes  fighting  to  the  last  trench, and 
making  that  their  grave,  for  their  own  rights  as  citi- 
zens and  men — and  we  have  looked  calmly  on.  The 
tortures  of  the  Inquisition  had  no  horrors  for  us. 
Did  our  indifference  result  from  the  circumstance 
that  the  subjugation  of  the  liberties  of  Spain  had 
the  countenance  of  His  Most  Christian  Majesty  ? 
or,  was  it  because  the  foe  was  more  formidable? 
No;  we  despise  to  do  that  against  the  mo>t  con- 
temptible sachem,  that  we  would  not  dare  lo  the 
very  beards  of  all  the  allied  Sovereigns.  It  was  our 
principle  that  restrained  us.  But  this  measure  i.s 
pressed  upon  us  as  a  response  to  the  sentiments  of 
the  President,  as  called  for  by  his  Message.  The 
doctrine  that  we  arc  bound  to  respond  to  them  is 
better  fitted  to  that  Government  which  is  now  the 
theme  of  so  much  reproach  than  to  this  House. 
His  opinions  are  entitled  to  respect  as  the  opin- 
ions of  an  experienced  statesman,  but  as  mUhority 
we  are  not  hound  even  by  the  solemn,  and  surely, 
not  by  less  deliberate  opinions  of  any  man. 

If  we  seriously  propose  taking  the  Ottoman  sov- 
ereignty in  hand,  what  are  our  hopes  of  success  to 
establish  a  free  Government  in  Greece  ?  The  ad- 
vocates of  the  measure  have  assured  us,  that  the 
condition  of  the  Greeks  is,  and  for  centuries  has 
been,  that  of  the  most  abject  slavery  ;  that  they 
hold  even  life  itself  at  the  pleasure  of  their  ty- 
rants— and  are  such  the  materials  with  which  to 
erect  and  support  a  Government  of  any  sort  ?  The 
moment  the  external  pressure  of  the  common  en- 
emy is  removed,  scenes  of  anarchy  and  horror 
will  be  witnessed,  that  may,  if  possible,  exceed 
even  those  already  exhibited. 

Should  they  even  be  found  capable  of  govern- 
ment, is  it  to  be  supposed  that  the  Holy  Alliance 
will  suffer  such  example  on  their  very  borders  ? 
The  question  is  already  answered  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts.  He  informs  you  they 
have  declared  that  they  do  not  will  it.  Do  we 
doubt  their  power  ?  They  have  but  to  lift  a  finger, 
and  the  Greeks  perish  ;  with  a  breath  they  can  re- 
move them  as  a  nation  from  the  face  of  the  earth. 

But  if  this  resolution  cannot  effect  all  its  ob- 
jects, its  consequences  may  not  be  unimportant  to 
ourselves.  Is  it  to  accomplish  such  wonders  for 
the  Greeks  as  its  advocates  suggest ;  and  is  the 
Ottoman  not  to  discover  its  operation  ?  Are  the 
Barbary  Powers  so  much  better  disciplined  by 
peace  societies,  that  they  would  not  resent  what 
we  should  deem  good  cause  of  war  ?  And  are  we 
lo  rely  tor  impunity  upon  their   moderation,  for- 
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bea ranee — their  meek  and  forgiving  temper  ?  We 
shall  find  our  commerce  at  once  swept  from  the 
Mediterranean — our  citizens  in  chains,  or  their 
heads  upon  the  gate  post  of  the  palace  yard.  We 
are  at  war.  Are  we  prepared  for  such  event  ? 
When  our  property  is  captured,  and  the  Turkish 
scitnetar  is  dyed  in  American  blood,  where  then 
will  be  your  Greek  committees — your  Greek  dan- 
cers ?  You  may  then  pipe  in  vain  for  them  to 
dance.  Where  then  will  be  your  volunteer  pil- 
grims to  the  tomb  of  Leonidas  and  Socrates? 
They  will  prefer  the  domestic  fireside  to  any  tornh, 
ancient  or  modern,  to  be  found  in  the  Ottoman 
Empire.  We  ought  not  to  refuse  instruction  from 
the  experience  of  the  late  war.  It  was  a  war  in 
defence  of  our  own  rights — for  the  liberties  of  our 
own  captive  citizens.  And  yet,  is  this  to  be  so 
much  more  holy  and  righteous,  that  our  pulpits 
shall  not  again  resound  with  the  cry  of  murder  ? 

But  such  apprehensions,  we  are  told,  are  the 
mere  vagaries  of  the  imagination.  Human  na- 
ture has  not  changed,  and  "  the  thing  that  has 
been,  shall  be." 

It  has,  however,  been  said  that  whatever  we  now 
do  will  be  no  new  provocation,  and  if  Turkey  be 
set  upon  war,  cause  already  exists.  And  we  are 
referred  to  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
proof.  Greece  calls  upon  us  for  aid,  for  support, 
because  contending  for  liberty.  The  Secretary 
answers  that  Government  can  give  no  aid  or  sup- 
port ;  that  our  policy  and  our  principle  has  been, 
IS,  and  must  continue  to  be,  not  to  interfere  in  any 
way  in  such  contests.  And  can  this  letter  be  quo- 
ted as  a  war  measure  against  Turkey,  or  an  argu- 
ment to  support  this  resolution  ? 

Such,  it  is  believed,  are  the  inevitable  conse- 
quences of  the  resolution,  if  it  mean  what  we  have 
sup|>osed — aid  or  encouragement  to  the  Greeks. 
This  is  to  be  answered  only  by  saying,  as  have 
sume"of  its  advocates,  that  it  means  not  so  much 
— it  means  no  such  thing.  Then  it  is  mere  form, 
and  nugatory. 

For  what  has  been  all  this  excitement?  The 
Greeks  call  upon  us  for  aid  ;  supplicate  us  for  their 
lives;  and  we  send  them — what?  Ships,  armies, 
money?  No!  an  unmeaning  resolution.  Again 
and  again,  during  this  debate,  we  have  been  hur- 
ried into  the  thickest  of  the  fight ;  led  to  the  deso- 
late hearths  of  the  slaughtered  ;  while  hecatombs 
of  their  dead  have  been  piled  to  the  heavens  before 
us;  that  we  may  insult  the  miseries  of  the  living, 
by  an  unmeaning  resolution.  And  is  this  being 
noble,  generous,  gallant  ? 

If  for  nothing  else,  we  are  told  it  is  proper  as  a 
mere  expression  of  our  sympathy.  And  is  this  ne- 
cessary to  give  it  an  existence?  Can  our  sympa- 
thy be  sustained  only  by  force  of  law  ;  and  has  it 
no  efficacy  but  by  virtue  of  the  enacting  clause. 
Be  it  rtiolvtd,  or  be  it  enacted  ? 

The  severe  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, upon  stipulating  by  treaty,  to  do  what 
all  the  laws  of  God  and  man  required  without,  ap- 
pear to  me  not  inapplicable  to  such  a  measure. 
But  I  deprecate  such  a  system  of  legislation  ;  I  de- 
precate such  a  mode  of  aiding  friends,  or  annoy- 
ing enemies.    We  are  loo  justly  reproached  already 
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for  our  wordy  valor;  too  deservedly  nicknamed  a 
loeocracy.  If  a  nation  insult  us,  we  send  a  procla- 
mation !  If  an  enemy  is  to  be  vanquished,  or  a 
province  captured,  we  send  a  proclamation!  If 
our  Capitol  is  attacked,  we  run  for  our  lives,  but 
we  send  back  a  proclamation  !  Enough  already, 
more  than  enough,  have  we  had  of  this.  i 

As  legislators,  we  must  resist  the  impulse  of  feel- 
inff.     I'know  this  is  called  "cold-hearted,  pence- 
caTculating  policy."     The^e  are  easy  epithets ;  and 
must  pass  as  substitutes  for  reason,  for  argument, 
if  nothing  better  can  be  offered.     While  a  disre- 
gard of  consequences  is  termed  generous,  noble, 
glorious.     The  word  glory  is  the  death-watch  of 
this  Republic  ;  and  the  oftener  we  shall  hear  it 
repeated  in  this  hall,  are  we  reminded  of  our  doom. 
If  this  Government  has  done  a  foolish  or  ridicu- 
lous act,  it  has  been  for  glory.     We  levy  taxes,  in- 
cur debts,  seek  adventures,  tight  battles,  disregard  | 
consequences,  we  perish  for  glory.     This  is  all  con-  j 
sistenl  enough  with  the  principles  of  the  distin-  > 
guished  knight,  who  has  been  introduced  in  this  , 
discussion;  but  it  may  not  be  our  duty  to  run  a  , 
tilt  against  every  windmill,  merely  to  show  how  ; 
gallantly  we  can  break  a  lance.  ! 

If  we  can  find  no  subject  of  practical  utility  to  ' 
legislate  upon,  let  us  listen  once  more  to  our  long  j 
supplicating  fellow-citizen,  Captain  Symmes  ;  or, 
if  his  path  be  not  lofty  enough,  and  gentlemen  | 
would  prefer  the  bottom  of  the  Mediterranean  to  I 
his  bottomless  region,  then  let  us  mount  the  flying  \ 
machine,  which  occupied  our  deliberations  on  a  j 
former  occasion,  and  "wing  our  way"  at  once  to  , 
glory  and  renown.  But,  said  Mr.  B.  I  mean  not 
to  trifle  on  this  subject. 

The  resolution  is  not  necessary  for  information. 
If  it  is  intended  for  aid,  or  encouragement,  it  is 
against  our  principle,  and  fraught  with  fearful  con- 
sequences. If  it  is  not  for  aid  or  encouragement, 
it  is  nugatory. 

In  either  view  I  must  vote  against  it. 
Mr.  Farrelly  then  rose;  but  we  regret  that,  I 
owing  to  his  distant  situation  from  our  reporter's  | 
seat,  we  lost  the  introductory  remarksof  his  speech,  | 
and  heard  the  residue  but  imperfectly.  t 

We  understood  Mr.  Farrelly  to  say,  that  he  re-  I 
joiced  that  the  time  was  come,  when  something  | 
should  at  length  be  done,  expressive  of  the  grati- ; 
tude  due  from  the  civilized  world  to  Greece,  for  I 
her  philosophic  principles — her  republican  forms', 
of  government — her  classic  language,  and  the  in- 1 
spiring  example  of  her  heroic  valor.     Yet,  if  he  1 
thought  that  the  resolution  before  the  House  was 
about  to  issue  in  an  improper  interference  with  | 
the  policy  of  other  nations,  or  a  rupture  of  the  i 
peace  of  this,  he  would  be  the  last  to  vote  for  its  | 
adoption.     But,  accordin^o  bis  views  of  national  i 
policy,  there  was  nothing  in  this  measure  to  pro- 1 
duce  such  consequences.     He  could  not  see  that  it  | 
was  any  departure  from  the  uniform  steady  course  I 
of  this  Government,  on  the  subject  of  recogni-  \ 
sing  other  Governments.     The  rule  hitherto  pur- 
sued, if  he  understood  it,  was  to  inquire  simply 
what  was   the   Government  de  facto^  (throwing 
away  all  de  jure  questions,)  and  to  acknowledge 
that  Government  as  soon  as  its  existence  was  duly 


certified.     This  plain  and  wise  rule  of  policy  had 
never,  hitherto,  embroiled  us  with  any  of  the  Eu- 
ropean nations,  or  their  GovernmenU«.     Without 
regarding  the   doctrines   of  legitimacy,  we  send 
public  agents  to  Governments  of  every  character. 
In   France,  we   had   accredited   agents   near   her 
Government,  under  its  republican,  under  its  con- 
sular, under  its  regal,  and  under  its  imperial  form, 
anil  yet  no  umbrage  was  taken — no  evil   conse- 
quences ensued.     So,  when  Spain  was  aiming  at 
a  revolution,  we  sent  a  Minister  to  her  Cortes,  al- 
though the  legitimate  Government  was  espoused 
and  supported  by  the  Holy  Alliance,  and  yet  no 
threats  were  either  issued  or  executed  against  us. 
The  gentleman  from  New  York  had  said,  (and  he 
was  followed  by  the  sjenileman  from  New  Hamp- 
shire,) that,  to  send  an  Envoy  to  Greece  would 
be  encouraging  rebellion,  and  an  infraction  of  the 
law  of  nations.     But,  was  it  so  held,  when  we 
(  sent  to  the  Cortes?     In  all  the  convulsions  of  other 
I  Governments,  our  diplomatic  intercourse  has  re- 
'  mained  without  interruption.     It  had,  to  be  sure, 
I  been  never  our  policy  to  enter  into  their  contests, 
;  but,  only  when  those  contests  developed  a  new 
i  Government,  then  to  acknowledg:e  it.     The  reso- 
'  lution  on  the  table  fell  far  short  of  that  which  was 
1  passed  in  the  case  of  South  America.     How  could 
!  it  be  a  war  measure  ?     Did  we  not  send  Ministers 
j  or  other  public  agents  to  Spain,  to  Portugal,  to  the 
I  Netherlands,  when  they  were  struggling  against 
their  former  Governments  ?     Why  not  to  Greece  ? 
But  this  resolution  does  not  even  do  this,  and  when 
compared  with  the  length  we  went  on  the  South 
American  question,  it  fell  almost  an  interminable 
distance  behind  it.     When  we  sent  to  Snain,  did 
Russia,  did  Austria,  draw  the  sword  ?     Was  our 
commerce  interdicted  7    Were  our  agents  insulted? 
Did  any  of  those  formidable  dangers  result,  which 
have  now  been  set  in  such  awful  review  before  the 
House?     It  must  be  remembered  in  the  case  of 
Spain  (and  he  insisted  on  this  case  because  it  was 
a  strong  one,  and  had  an  immediate  bearing  on 
the  main  question  of  the  policy  of  the  mpa^ure,) 
that  it  was  the  Holy  Alliance  that  urged  France 
tocrush  the  attempt  at  revolution  under  the  Cortes; 
and  that,  in  that  case,  we  did  not  pass  a  bare  res- 
olution   expresMve   of  our  good  wishes,    but  we 
acknowledged    the   Cortes,  and    sent  a  Minister. 
That,  so  decided  was  the  part  of  that  Alliance 
against  that  Government,  that  they  not  merely  ex- 
pressed their  sentiments,  but  embarked  a  force  to 
back  them ;  yet  no  rupture  took  place  with  us,  or 
any  thing  that  bore  the  semblance  of  one.     But, 
in  the  case  of  Greece,  the  Holy  Alliance  embarked 
no  force  against   her — nay,  at  one  time,  seemed 
rather  in  her  favor;  and  yet  here  we  do  not  pro- 
pose to  recogni>e — we  do  not  propose  to  send  a 
Minister.     Gentlemen  seem  to  think  that  Turkey 
has  her  eye  upon  us,  and  will  watch  our  move- 
ments with  jealousy.     On  that  subject  he  had  a 
fact  for  gentlemen:  when  our  first  frigate,  but  a 
few  years  since,  entered  the  Dardanelles,  it  sur- 
passed  the  wisdom  of  the  whole   Divan  to  tell 
where  the  country  was   from  which   she  came. 
So  much  for  their  acquaintance  with  the  policy  of 
this  Government. 
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The  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  .«^ys  that 
the  Greeks  have  been  for  four  hundred  years  slaves 
to  the  Ottoman  Porte,  are  the  subjects  of  that 
Government  by  prescriptive  right,  and  that  they 
are  now  in  rebellion  against  their  own  Govern- 
ment. Is  that  theca^e  ?  And  does  the  gentleman 
found  an  argument  on  this  ground  ?  Sir,  it  proves, 
if  any  thing,  too  much  ;  if  it  is  good  for  any  thing,  it 
proves  tliat  we  are  not  only  not  now,  but  not  at  any 
future  time,  to  recognise  the  Greeks,  if  they  get  ever 
so  free  and  ever  so  powerful ;  for  they  will  always 
he  viewed  by  the  Porte  as  rebels;  the  prescriptive 
right  to  domineer  over  them  will  never  be  surren- 
dered ;  by  the  European  code  of  |>olicy*a  subject 
can  never  change  his  allegiance  ;  and  so,  no  new 
Government  that  succeeds  in  resisting  tyranny 
must  ever  be  acknowledged  by  the  United  States. 
Sir,  how  would  this  redoubted  argument  have 
bdrne  on  our  own  Revolution  ?  who  would  have 
been  allowed  to  acknowledge  us,  Mr.  Chairman? 

The  President  tells  you  the  Greeks  are  gone, 
forever  gone,  out  of  the  hand  of  the  Turk ;  may 
we  not  even  notice  them? 

The  measure  has  been  well  advocated  as  a 
means  of  gaining  authentic  intelligence.  Our  in- 
formation respecting  this  interesting  people  is  ex- 
ceedingly imperfect — it  consists  of  little  more  than 
casual  floating  rumors  from  the  Mediterranean — 
(there  are  there  no  mails,  as  in  the  United  States.) 
It  is  a  maritime  country,  and  it  is  important  to  our 
commercial  interests  that  we  should  have  some 
certain  intelligence. 

He  believed  that,  with  the  exception  of  Patras, 
Coron,  and  Modon,  the  whole  Peninsula  is  free — 
thus  are  insignificant  specks  on  the  map  of  Greece 
to  be  made  the  ground  of  denying  that  the  Greeks 
have  won  the  sovereignty  of  their  own  soil. 

But  it  is  asked,  what  rule  are  we  to  follow  ?  are 
we  to  go  abroad  seeking  adventures?  No,  sir  ; 
we  are  to  follow  the  same  rule  we  have  followed 
all  along.  No  doubt  Spain  will  soon  be  trying  to 
recover  her  colonies;  are  we  to  abstain  from  ac- 
knowledging or  keeping  up  our  intercourse  with 
them  for  fear  of  the  Holy  Alliance  ?  Sir,  I  assert, 
without  fear  of  being  proved  a  false  prophet,  that 
you  will  see  England  acknowledge  the  independ- 
ence of  those  Governments,  and  establish  commer- 
cial relations  with  them.  When  gentlemen  tell 
us  that  we  may  not  send  an  agent  to  a  country  in 
a  state  of  revolution,  they  mistake  our  conforming 
to  the  effect  of  a  rebellion,  and  furnishing  a  motive 
to  rebellion.  We  are  not  sending  an  agent  to 
Greece,  to  excite  her  to  begin  a  rebellion  against 
the  Turk  ;  that  is  begun  already,  and  more  than 
half  finished  too,  sir.  For  one,  1  believe  they  are 
able  to -maintain  their  independence,  and  will 
maintain  it ;  they  will  not  forget  their  ancestors. 
And,  as  a  confirmation  of  this  opinion,  I  pray  you, 
sir,  to  look  at  the  last  news  from  there.  The  co- 
incidence of  their  modern  and  their  ancient  spirit 
is  striking  indeed.  Sir,  the  self-same  act  has  now 
been  performed  in  Attica,  that  was  done  two  thou- 
sand five  hundred  years  ago — the  inhabitants  of 
Athens  have  all  migrated  to  Salamis,  to  avoid 
subjugation. 

(or   myself,  sir,  said  Mr.  F.,  in  conclusion,  I 


cannot  perceive  any  necessity  for  making,  at  this 
time,  a  bill  of  rights — as  long  as  the  Holy  Alliance 
leave  us  alone,  we  need  not  call  them  to  account 
for  their  principles.  It  will  be  time  enough  to  do 
that  when  they  threaten  or  attack  us.  If,  indeed, 
they  send  here,  as  they  sent  to  Switzerland,  a  public 
agent  to  stop  our  press;  if  they  make  official  de- 
clarations against  the  forms  or  nature  of  our  Gov- 
ernment; if  they  insist  that  our  Presidential  term  is 
too  short ;  that  our  elective  franchise  is  loo  exten- 
sive, or  this  House  too  great  in  number,  or  too 
popular  in  its  character,  then,  sir,  it  will  be  the 
lime  to  make  declarations,  and  set  up  principles, 
and  act  upon  them  too,  sir.  If  they  require  us  to 
expel  from  our  shores  every  foreigner  who  has 
been  the  victim  of  their  persecutions,  and  if  force 
is  brought  to  maintain  the  wrong,  then,  sir,  will  be 
the  time  to  collect  our  strength,  to  call  up  our 
courage,  to  array  our  armies — to  send  forth  our 
navies  ;  and,  if  we  prove  too  weak  for  the  struggle, 
then,  sir,  will  be  the  time  to  die,  with  the  words 
of  the  old  Roman  in  our  mouths,  victrix  placuit 
causa  dm,  sed  viota  Caluni, 

Mr.  Rankin,  of  Mississippi,  said,  he  was  pleased 
when  he  heard  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
declare,  that  he  should  support  his  resolution  upon 
the  grounds  of  reason  and  argument,  and  not  by 
mere  appeals  tothe  feelings.  The  individual  who 
conducts  his  private  affairs  according  to  the  dic- 
tates of  passion,  al  ways  conducts  them  erroneously ; 
and  so,  in  regard  to  public  and  political  business, 
the  ebullitions  of  passion  were  calculated  to  involve 
the  concerns  of  a  nation  in  ruin.  Gentlemen  who 
feel  such  a  strong  sentiment  in  favor  of  assisting 
the  Gfeeks,  might  go  to  the  post  office,  and  satisfy 
their  sympathy,  in  remitting  their  dollars  and 
cents  for  that  purpose. 

The  gentleman  had  declared,  that  the  principle 
contained  in  his  resolution  was  opposed  to  the 
policy  of  the  Holy  Alliance  ;  and  that  society  had 
arrived  at  that  ftoint,  when  the  power  of  public 
opinion  was  predominant  over  every  other  power. 
Mr.  R.  said,  he  had  searched  this  subject  to  find, 
if  he  could,  what  effect  it  would  have  in  favor  of 
the  Greeks.  It  is  merely  a  cold  and  calculating 
proposition.  It  provides,  that  when  the  President 
should  think  fit  to  send  an  agentamong  the  Greeks, 
the  money  shall  be  appropriated  for  the  purpose. 
Is  there  any  thing  in  this,  expressive  of  an  opinion 
in  support  of  the  Greeks,  and  adverse  to  the  prin- 
ciples laid  down  by  the  Holy  Alliance  ?  But,  ad- 
mitting it  goes  so  far — is  it  contended  that  it  will 
have  the  effect  to  induce  that  Alliance  to  abandon 
one  of  its  principles  of  action  ?  Could  they  ever 
be  induced  to  surrender  those  principles  ?  Would 
the  shipwrecked  mariner  ever  quit  his  hold  upon 
the  plank  which  kept  him  from  sinking?  When 
the  Holy  Alliance  was  first  established,  the  prin- 
ciples ot  liberty  were  fast  pervading  the  people  of 
Europe — and  it  was  established  to  prop  their  tot- 
tering thrones.  They  cannot  abandon  those  meas- 
ures by  which  they  retain  their  existence.  Let  us 
see  what  eflect  this  proposition  will  have  upon  the 
1  Greeks.  If  they  have  determined  to  maintain 
themselves  free,  and  to  apply  their  whole  force  to 
this  purpose,  this  measure,  which  is  proposed  lo 
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the  House,  will  do  tbcm  no  good.     And  is  it  not 
probablethat  it  may  lead  the  oiher  Powers  to  crush 
the  Greeks  at  once;  while  we  are  not  near  enough 
to  render  them  any  assistance  ?     And  wjll  the  ar- 
bitrary Power  of  Turkey  understand  the  ditference 
between  a  simple  agent,  and  a  Minister  ?     They 
may  consider  it  as  amounting  to  a  declaration  of 
war;  and  the  individual  who  is  sent  out,  as  the 
agent,  might  fall  into  their  hands,  and  be  assassi- 
nated— and  every  American  citizen  who  comes 
within  their  reach  may  suffer  the  same  fate.  From 
the  want  of  discrimination,  in  respect  to  the  char- 
acter of  our  agent,  on   the  part  of  the  Turks,  the 
utmost  distress  may  come  upon  our  commerce,  in 
that  part  of  the  world  ;  and  we  are  asked  to  in- 
volve ourselves  in  these  difficulties,  for  the  sake 
of  a  measure,  which  will,  in  reality,  do  the  Greeks 
no  good.     It  would  be  a  departure,  too,  from  the 
policy  of  all  nations.     So  soon  as  they  were  be- 
lieved  to  be  independent,  it  would  be  proper  to 
send  an  agent ;  and  when  their  independence  was 
known  to  be  established,  it  might  be  recognised. 
Until  then,  no  act  should  be  done,  on  the  part  of 
our  Government ;  otherwise,  the  utmost  anarchy 
might  be  introduced   into  our  national  concerns. 
The  present  resolution  was  in  opposition  to  what 
had  hitherto  been  the  policy  of  the  Government. 
With  South  America,  whose  situation  was  much 
more  important  to  us  than  that  of  Greece,  we  had 
pursued  a  different  course.  When  the  South  Ame- 
rican States  were  understood,  from  other  sources, 
to  have  achieved   their   independence,  the  Presi- 
dent despatched  messengers  to  ascertain  the  fact ;  ] 
and  when  their  success  was  well  establi^hed^their  | 
independence  was  acknowleilged  ;  and   no  other 
course  ought  to   be    pursued   in    this   case.     We 
should  obtain  our  information  without  the  hazard 
of  a  war.     Are  we  to  adopt  a  course,  in  relation 
to  the  European   Governments,  which  we  should 
not  suffer  them  to  pursue  towards  us?    We  surely 
ought  not  to  interlere  in  their  concerns,  when  we 
forbid  their  interference  with  ours. 

The  field  which  gentlemen  had   opened,  in  the 
course  of  this  discussion,  was  unlimited  ;  it  would 
lead  us  into  difficulties  with   half  the  inhabitants 
of  the   world.     If  we  were   to   engage   in  wars 
against  all  the   infidels  upon   earth,  where  power 
was  held  by  them,  we  should  always  be  engaged 
in  crusades  for  the  protection  of  holy  land.     Eu- 
rope had  been  involved  in  the  most  ludicrous  pro- 
jects by  this  spirit  of  crusadinsr-     If  we  are  bound 
to  interfere  always  when  the  Greek  Christian  is  in 
distress,  why  should  we  not  render  assistance  to 
those  who  are  suffering,  not  only  the  slavery  of 
body,  but  of  mind  also?     Our  policy  has  always 
been,  not  to  interfere  in  such  cases.     We  should 
suffer  Christianity  to  be  disseminated  by  the  power 
of  its  own  mild  and   benelscent   principles;  it  is 
not  necessary  to  wage  war   in  its  behalf.     If  the 
expression  of  the  opinion  of  this   House  is  worth 
any  thing,  it  should  carry  with   it  an  irresistible 
weight.     If  the  resolution  should  pass,  only  by  a 
bare   majority,  would   it  be   taken    for  a  general 
public  expression  ?     It  appeared  evident,  Mr.  R. 
i^aid,  thai  it  could  not  now  pass  unanimously  ;  we 
have  the  opportunity  of  expressing  our  own  pri- 


vate feelings  of  charity  and  of  sympathy  in  the 
cause  of  the  Greek«j.  The  people  have  availed 
themselves  of  this  opportunity  m  a  proper  man- 
ner ;  they  have  pursued  an  honorable  course  ;  they 
have  furnished  supplies  in  money,  arms,  and  am- 
munition ;  and  these  contributions  would  have 
their  intluence  in  due  time. 

Mr.  R.  said,  he   had   endeavored   to  show  that 
this  measure  would  be  injurious  to  the  Greeks,  as 
it  would  turn  the  attention  of  the  European  Pow- 
ers, to  repress  their  attempts  for  freedom  ;  that  it 
would  be  injurious  to  ourselves,   because  it  was 
stepping  out  of  our  common  course  of  policy,  and 
would  involve  us  in  difficulties;  and  that  it  was 
not  necessary,  until   the  Greeks  should   have  ob- 
tained their   independence.     For  these  reasons  he 
was  opposed  to  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  of-  •' 
fered    by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  or 
the  amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina.     Mr.  R.  thought   the   President 
competent  to  take  such   measures  as  circumstan- 
ces might  refjuire.     He  hoped  some  course  would 
be  adopted,  to  avoid  a  direct  decision  on  the  ques- 
tion at  the  present  time,  as  he  believed  such  a  de- 
cision would  not  produce  any  good.     If  it  should 
involve  the  country  in  a  war,  how  would  mem- 
bers   justify    themselves    to    their    constituents? 
What  language  would  they  address  to  the  people? 
The  people  would  say,  that  they  alone  had  a  right 
to  act  upon  the  subject,  and   they  have  exercised 
that  ri:,'ht,  in   the   best  possible  manner.      With 
these  views,  he  should  oppose  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Houston  was  aware  that  he  might  be  tres- 
passing upon  the  patience  of  the  House,  in  pro- 
tracting this  debate,  as  it  was  not  the  first  or  the 
second  day  of  the  discussion  ;  but  still  he  felt   so 
deeply  impressed  with  the  importance  of  the  sub- 
ject, that  lie  hoped  every  member,  who  wished  it, 
would  be  allowed  time  to  express  his  opinion.     If 
he  could  see  the  evil  consequences  which  gentle- 
men had  anticipated  from  the  adoption  of  this  res- 
olution, he  certainly  would  not  have  risen  to  ad- 
vocate it.     But,  as  he  did  not  perceive  that  such 
difficulties  could   result  from  it,  and  as  he  did  not 
see  Its  incompatibility  with  the  policy  of  this  or 
other  nations,  he  was  disposed  to  give  his  feeble 
aid  to  the   subject.      Some   gentlemen    seem   to 
think,  that,  if  we  recognise  the  Greeks  in  the  man- 
ner proposed  by  this  resolution,  it  would  have  a 
tendency  to  stimulate  the   European   Powers  to 
jiostility    against    them.     He   could    not   believe 
that,  so  far  as  this  proposition  goes,  it  could  have 
any  such  effect.     If  it  were  the  policy  of  the  Eu- 
ropean nations  to  aid   the  Ottoman   Power,  they 
will  pursue  that   course  without  reference  lo  us. 
And  can  it  be  supposed   that  the  passage  of  this 
resolution    will    hare   another  Turki>h    scimetar 
against  the  Greeks 7     No.     The Greek-<  arc  strug- 
gling for  their  liberty,  and  the  Turk  is  determined 
lo  exert  all  his   power  to  prevent  it,  all  the  force 
of  his  empire  is  at  his  disposal,  and  it  will  all  be 
turned  to  the  subjection  of  the  Greeks.     All  his 
resources   will   be  directed   against  that   devoted 
people.     They  have  determined  to  stand  up  man- 
tully,  and  peri>h  bctore  ihey  submit.     Let  us.  then, 
as  liair  as  we  can,  consistently  with  our  relations 
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with  foreign  nations,  hail  them  as  brethren,  and 
€heer  them  in  their  struggle.  The  screams  of 
this  agonized  and  suffering  people  have  reached 
us,  and  penetrated  from  one  end  of  the  continent 
to  the  other.  So  far  as  our  policy  will  allow, 
let  us  encourar;e  them.  What  sentiment  has  the 
President  expressed  upon  this  subject  ?  Does  he 
say  that  we  should  not  interest  ourselves  for  the 
Greeks  ?  Does  he  not,  rather,  express  the  deepest 
solicitude  concerning  their  afi'airs  ?  Is  there  not 
a  spontaneous  feeling  in  their  behalf  among  the 
people?  And  shall  this  House,  which  represents 
the  people,  be  silent  on  the  subject  ?  and  for  fear 
of  otiending  the  crowned  heads  of  Europe,  shall 
we  not  act  ?  We  should  not  be  disposed  to  re- 
gard them  much.  If  they  have  determined  to 
crush  the  Greeks,  will  they  not  do  it  in  defiance 
of  us?  And  we  have  little  need  to  care  for  the 
Porie.  Has  he  ever  paid  any  regard  to  us?  Has 
he  ever  rendered  us  any  service  as  a  nation  .? 
Does  our  flag  protect  our  property  upon  the  Bos- 
pborus  ?  Has  not  our  commerce  rather  been  pro- 
tected by  the  Greeks?  Will  he,  who  has  totally 
disregarded  the  laws  of  nations,  care  for  any  pol- 
icy but  his  own  ?  We  can  expect  no  justice  from 
that  quarter,  but  what  we  acquire  from  their  fear. 

Mr.  H.  said  if  he  could  believe  that  this  reso- 
lution would  bring  war  upon  the  country,  he 
would  be  the  last  member  to  support  it.  No  one 
could  deprecate  the  horrors  of  war  more  tli.TU  he 
did.  He  did  not  wish  to  provoke  war  with  the 
Ottoman  Power,  nor  with  tne  crowned  heads  of 
Europe.  If  It  was  tlie  policy  of  the  other  nations 
to  oppose  or  support  the  power  of  the  Porte,  they 
Would  do  it.  The  Allied  Powers  have  sufficiently 
proved  that  they  are  not  very  solicitous  to  pre- 
serve the  right:*  of  other  nations.  The  Chesa- 
peake proclaimed  to  us  that  one  of  them  was  not 
more  careful  of  those  rights  even  than  the  Otto- 
man. 

Are  we  to  expect  any  advantage  from  not  ex- 
pressing our  opinion  ?  But  it  is  declared  that  we 
should  not  enter  into  an  alliance  with  the  Greeks. 
Nor  do  we  wish  to  do  it ;  wc  wish  to  preserve 
our  regard  for  the  rights  of  other  nations.  It  is 
said  that  this  measure  will  be  of  no  advantage  to 
the  Greeks.  Mr.  H.  said  he  differed  from  this 
conclusion.  It  would  be  an  advantage  to  show 
them  that  they  are  not  an  isolated  people.  It 
will  be  telling  them  that  America,  the  freest  and 
happiest  country  in  the  world,  has  heard  of  Greece, 
and  sympathizes  with  her,  in  the  midst  of  her 
misfortunes.  It  will  be  encouraging  them  to  stand 
like  freemen,  and  to  fall,  if  they  must  fall,  like 
men.  And  there  is  yet  Grecian  blood  left  to  thrill 
with  joy  and  quicken  its  circulation  at  this  cheer- 
ing reflection.  Hearts  that  have  bled  for  years, 
under  oppression,  will  be  touched  with  sympathy. 
It  will  tell  to  Greece,  that,  while  the  Holy  Alli- 
ance is  standing,  with  hands  off,  and  the  Porte  is 
butchering  her  armies,  her  venerable  sires,  borne 
down  by  the  weight  of  years,  her  matrons,  her 
unviolated  virgins,  and  helpless  infants,  it  will 
tell  her,  by  the  declaration  of  Congress,  that  we 
regard  her  situation  ;  and  that,  although  our  own 
policy  interdicts  u^i  from  acting  in  her  behalf,  yet 


we  recognise  her  among  the  nations  of  the  earth. 
Were  we  not  the  first  to  acknowledge  the  inde- 
pendence of  South  America  7  Did  we  wait  till 
the  Holy  Alliance  had  authorized  us  to  do  that? 
Or  did  we  extend  a  helping  hand,  like  men, 
towards  those  Slates?  Why  may  we  not  pursue 
the  same  policy  now  ?  The  principle  is  the  same. 
Principles  remain  unchanged  and  eternal.  The 
distance  of  the  people  from  us  does  not  alter  the 
principle. 

If  this  resolution  is  adopted,  the  President  will 
be  left  free  to  exercise  his  sound  discretion  on  the 
subject.  He  will  be  able  to  compare  and  analyze 
the  business,  and  to  act  as  circumstances  may  re- 
quire.    The  House  is  not  about  to  say  to  him  that 

{  he  must  despatch  an  agent  to  the  Greeks  to-mor- 

I  row ;  but  that  he  must  use  his  judgment  on  the 
subject.  If  the  resolution  is  rejected,  it  will  seem 
Hke  a  want  of  confidence  in  the  Executive.  By 
his  long  experience  he  is  amply  entitled  to  this 
confidence  ;  and  we  may  rest  assured  that  he  will 
not  exercise  it  inconsiderately,  nor  do  any  thing 
to  involve  the  country  in  a  war. 

Then,  if  there  is  nothing  hostile  in  the  resolu- 
tion, we  may  venture  to  give  this  authority  to  the 
President.  Mr.  H.  said  he  entertained  a  high  re- 
gard for  the  Greeks,  and  felt  as  much  zeal  in  their 
cause  as  was  consistent  with  the  purposes  of  le- 
gislation. He  wished  that  she  should  know  that 
the  American  nation  felt  for  her.  He  would  not 
that  this  Government  should  send  her  munitions 
of  war,  for  that  would  amount  to  an  open  act  of 
aggression  ;  but  no  such  construction,  he  thought, 
could  be  put  upon  this  resolution.  The  people  of 
Greece  had  expressed  a  wish  to  alter  their  Gov- 
ernment, and  according  to  the  fundamental  prin- 
ciples of  our  institutions,  they  have  a  right  to  do 
it.  If  they  rise,  in  their  majesty,  and  determine 
to  be  free,  will  an  American  Congress  say  that 
they  must  wait  for  our  acknowledgment  of  her 
independence  until  the  Allied  Powers  have  seen 
fit  to  acknowledge  it  ?  They  will  not  be  disposed 
to  do  it  soon.  It  is  this  very  dissemination  of 
freedom  that  is  planting  thorns  in  their  pillows. 
We  can  pursue  principles  of  justice,  independent 
of  all  their  alliances. 

We  have  been  told  that  we  should  have  a  care 
how  we  look  for  glory — that  glory  is  the  death- 
watch  of  liberty.  Mr.  H.  said  he  did  not  know 
how  this  remark  was  meant  to  be  applied.     If  he 

j  understood  what  was  the  true  meaning  of  glory, 
it  was  that  noble  attribute  of  man  that  appealed 
to  the  whole  community  to  give  force  to  heroism 
and  patriotism.  If  that  were  the  death-watch  of 
liberty,  he  wished  to  hear  it  resound  through  the 
country.  It  was  false  glory  that  bade  a  man  seek 
self-aggrandizement ;  and  this  description  of  glory 
was  indeed  to  be  dreaded. 

Mr.  H.  apprehended  no  danger  from  the  crowned 
heads  of  Europe,  on  the  subject  before  the  House. 
He  considered  it  a  very  important  expression  of 
sympathy  in  favor  of  a  people  that  held  the  strong- 
est claims  upon  us.  After  the  principle  we  had 
adopted,  in  regard  to  South  America,  he  thought 
we  could  not  be  regardless  of  the  cause  of  Greece. 
He  did  not  expect  an  unanimous  expression  of 
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this  opinion  ;  but,  as  it  could  be  productive  of  no 
evil  consequences,  he  hoped  the  resolution  would 
pass  the  House. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  CuTHBERT,  who  made  the  motion  that  he 
mi^bt  deliver  his  sentiments  to-morrow,  with  the 
deliberation  which  the  subject  calls  for. 


iii 


Friday,  January  22. 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  making 
appropriations  for  the  support  of  Government,  for 
the  year  1824  ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  McLane,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  mili- 
tary service  of  the  United  States  for  the  year 
1824  ;  [pay  of  the  Army]  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  making 
appropriations  for  the  support  of  Government. 

Mr.  Ric  H,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  made 
a  report  on  the  petition  of  Charles  Humphrey, 
accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which  bill 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, reported  a  bill  to  allow  a  salary  to  the 
collector  of  the  port  of  entry  for  the  district  of 
Pensacola,  and  to  abolish  the  office  of  surveyor  ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  to  abolish  the  office  of  Measurer; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Hamilton,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the 
memorial  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State 
of  Indiana,  on  behalf  of  a  company  of  rangers 
in  the  late  war,  under  the  command  of  Captain 
James  Biggar;  which  report  was  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

Ordered^  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs be  discharged  from  the  consideration  of  the 
memorial  of  the  officers  engaged  in  the  late  war 
against  the  Seminole  Indians,  as,  also,  of  the 
resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State 
of  Tennessee,  on  behalf  of  the  said  officers;  and 
that  the  said  memorial  and  resolutions  be  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to 
which  is  committed  the  bill  from  the  Senate  ex- 
planatory of  the  act  of  the  14th  of  May,  1822, 
for  the  relief  of  the  officers  and  volunteers  en- 
gaged in  the  late  campaign  against  the  Seminole 
Indians. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tomlinson,  the  Committee 
of  Commerce  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  repealing  so  much  of  "An  act  es- 
tablishing Navy  Hospitals,"  as  separates  the  Navy 
Hospital  Fund  from  the  Marine  Hospital  Fund  ; 
and  of  providing  that  the  amount  which  shall 
hereafter  be  deducted,  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  from  the  pay  of  the  officers,  seamen,  and 
marines,  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,   by 


virtue  of  "An  act  in  addition  to  'An  act  for 
the  relief  of  sick  and  disabled  seamen."  shall  be 
paid  quarterly  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury ; 
and  expended  for  the  relief  ot  sick  and  disabled 
seamen,  in  pursuance  of  the  several  acts  making 
provision  for  sick  seamen. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Condict,  it  was. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs 
be  instructed  to  inquire  bow  far  it  may  comport 
with  the  public  good,  to  change  the  mode  of  com- 
pensation to  navy  officers,  substituting  a  gross 
sum  per  annum,  in  lieu  of  all  allowances  now 
made. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs be  instructed  to  inquire  how  far  it  may  be 
expedient  and  proper  to  change  the  mode  of  pay- 
ment to  army  officers,  substituting  a  gross  sum 
per  annum,  in  lieuof  such  pay  and  emoluments  as 
are  now  allowed. 

Mr.  Condict  in  supporting  these  resolutions 
observed  that,  as  the  officers  of  the  Army  and 
Navy  are  now  compensated,  their  support  consists 
partly  of  monthly  pay,  and  partly  of  rations  and 
other  allowances.  It  was  somewhat  difficult,  as 
things  now  stood,  to  ascertain  exactly  what  each 
officer  actually  received  ;  and,  from  information 
he  had  received  on  the  subject,  he  was  led  to  l)e- 
lieve  that,  in  some  case.s,  they  received  more, 
while  in  others,  they  got  less  than  was  proper  j 
and,  also,  that  the  compensation  was  not  duly 
proportioned  to  the  services  rendered  ;  as  one  strik- 
ing instance  of  which,  he  said  that,  if  he  was 
correctly  informed,  a  surgeon  in  our  Navy,  when 
at  sea,  in  the  full  discharge  of  his  duties,  and  ex- 
posed to  all  their  dangers,  received  a  compensa- 
tion of  eight  hundred  dollars,  while  the  same  offi- 
cer, when  on  shore,  and  off  duty,  received,  in 
salary  and  perquisites,  about  one  thousand  two 
hundred  dollars.  It  was  certainly  worthy  of  in- 
quiry, whether  this  mode  of  compensation  had 
not  better  be  changed  to  a  gross  sum  by  the  year. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Conway,  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  authorizing  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  purchase  of  the  Indian  tribes  west 
of  the  State  of  Missouri  and  Territories  of  Arkan- 
sas and  Michigan,  as  much  territory  as  will  be 
sufficient  to  give  room  for  those  tribes  of  Indians, 
within  the  present  States  and  Territories,  who 
may  wish  to  migrate  westwardly. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Conway,  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  reviving  the  law  of  the  25th  of 
March,  1816,  relating  to  settlers  on  the  lands  of 
the  United  States. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  the  follow- 
ing communications,  viz  : 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmit- 
ting a  statement  showing  the  expenditure  of  tde 
money  appropriated  for  the  contingent  expenses 
of  the  Military  Establishment,  for  the  year  1823; 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  ; 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
transmitting  a  statement  showing  the  amount  of 
money  remaining  to  be  paid  by  the  purchasers  of 
public  lauds  prior  to  1st  July,  1820,  designating 
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the  amount  due  for  lands  purchased  in  each  State, 
made  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  30th  De- 
cember ultimo  ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  to  which  is  committed 
the  bill  to  provide  for  the  speedy  extinguishment 
of  the  debt  due  by  purchasers  of  public  lands  prior 
to  the  Istof  Julv,  1820; 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
transmitting  information  in  relation  to  a  robbery 
of  the  land  office  at  Vandalia,  in  the  State  of 
Illinois;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands. 

THE  GREEK  CAUSE. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
and  resumed  the  consideration  of  Mr.  Webster's 
resolution,  for  sending  an  agent  to  Greece,  and  the 
amendment  thereto  proposed  by  Mr.  Poinsett, 
which  propoaes  to  limit  the  resolve  to  the  expres- 
.sion  of  a  sentiment  decisively  favorable  to  the 
Greek  cause. 

Mr.  Clthbert,  (who  had,  by  the  custom  of  the 
House,  the  right  to  the  floor,  having  last  evening  j  in  the  most  glowing  language;  select  him  from 
moved  that  the  Committee  rise,)  in  introducing  j  that  meeting,  (where  he  Avas  without  responsibil- 
his  remarks,  observed  something  in  relation  to  his  i  jiy,)  place  him  in  the  solitude  of  his  chamber,  tell 
state  of  bodily  health,  which  we  did  nut  distinctly  j  him  he  must  now  act,  and  act  under  the  whole 
hear;  but  he  said  that,  even  if  he  could  have  suji-  j  responsibility  of  the  happiness  or  the  distress  of 
posed  that  any  observations  of  his  would  have  any  }  his  country — passion  departs — he  begins  to  pause, 
weight  with  the  House,  he  had  the  less  reason  to  i  and  to  reflect,  and  he  invokes,  not  passion,  but 
regret  his  state,  either  of  body  or  mind,  after  the    wisdom,  for  his  guide.     It  is  thus  that  these  very 


pie,  sir,  expect  that  you  shall  be  governed,  in  sol- 
emn acts  of  legislation,  by  the  resolutions  they 
pass?  Were  you  to  yield  yourselves  to  such  a 
governance,  you  would  betray  the  confidence  re- 
posed in  you.  Not  that  you  have  more  wisdom 
than  they,  but  that  you  are  intrusted  with  the  ad- 
ministration of  their  Government.  They  tell  you 
that  they  love  liberty — that  they  deplore  the  ca- 
lamities and  sufferings  of  the  oppressed  Greeks — 
that  they  rejoice  and  exult  in  all  their  triumphs. 
Well,  sir,  what  is  ihe  conclusion?  This:  that  if 
sound  wisdom  shall  direct  you  to  eagage  in  any 
active  measures  on  the  subject,  you  have  an  ar- 
dent and  an  energetic  people  to  back  you.  Ought 
you  not  to  pause,  Mr.  Chairman,  before  you  com- 
mit such  a  people,  noble,  gallant,  generous,  now 
enjoying  unprecedented  happiness,  and  in  the  full 
possession  of  all  the  blessings  of  peace,  to  all  the 
privations,  the  untried  horrors  of  war  ?  To  judge 
of  your  duty,  select  any  individual  who  has  been 
a  member  of  one  of  these  popular  meetings,  who 
has  been  the  most  enthusiastic  of  all  who  were 
present,  and  who  there  passed  resolutions,  couched 


eloquent  speech  delivered  by  tiie  gentleman  from 
New  Hampshire,  (Mr.  Bartlett.)  He  believed 
there  were  few  gentlemen  present,  yesterday,  whose 
minds  had  not  received  a  strong  impression  from 
that  speech;  he  felt  certain  that  it  liad  a  sensible 
influence  on  the  opinion  of  this  House,  and,  there- 
fore, (being  on  this  question  of  similar  opinions 
to  that  gentleman,)  he  regretted  the  less  any  dis- 
ability ol  his  own. 


people  expect  and  demand  of  you  to  act. 

What  does  such  a  reflection  naturally  suggest 
to  us?  That  we  should  make  a  comparison  be- 
tween our  Government,  and  those  under  which 
this  very  nation  of  the  Greeks  once  lived.  Shall 
I  be  told  tliat  it  is  but  the  declamation  of  a  school 
boy  to  talk  of  ancient  Greece?  I  answer,  that 
sentiment  is  worthy  only  of  those  enslaved  coun- 
tries where  it  is  the  fashion,  because  it  is  the  in- 


He  believed,  in  the  first  place,  that  it  would  be  terest  of  their  oppressors,  to  cast  every  species  of 
conceded  by  gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  that  this  I  ridicule  and  sneer  upon  republican  governments. 
was  a  measure  which  had  its  origin,  principally,  j  Shall  we,  on  this  account,  deny  ourselves  the  solid 
in  feeling.  That  a  very  strong  popular  excitement  benefitof  the  experience  of  other  republics?  Those 
did  exist  at  this  moment  on  the  subject,  could  not  |  who  live  under  the  monarchical  governments  of 
be  denied  ;  and  how  far  the  feelings  of  a  virtuous,  j  Europe  are  liable  to  be  misled  on  this  subject,  by 
intelligent,  and  reflecting  people,  ought  to  influ-    the  cant  of  their  writers — from  the  humblest  jour- 


ence  their  legislators,  he  should  not  undertake  to 
detiermine  ;  he  did  not,  for  a  moment,  suppose  that 
a  legislative  body  was  the  only  assemblage  of  citi 


nal  of  the  day,  to  the  largest  and  weightiest  tome 
that  engrosses  the  shelf  of  their  libraries,  all  hold 
one  language — a  regular  war  is  waged  with  the 


zens  who  were  competent  to  judge  and  determine  j  principles  of  free  government ;  if  we  join  in  the 
a  question  of  this  kind.  But  there  was  a  wide  1  adoption  of  such  anti-republican  sentiments,  we 
and  important  distinction  between  assemblages  of  aid  this  band  of  conspirators  in  the  servile  design 
the  iH-ople,  gathered  together  in  masses  without  of  degrading  and  debasing  the  human  family, 
responsibility,  and  those  who  were  bound  by  their  No,  sir.  We  are  warranted  in  appealing  for  facts 
office  and  their  oath  to  deliberate  with  their  calm-  to  aid  us  to  the  history  of  Greece — it  is  our  duty 
est  judgment,  and  whose  decisions  were  to  be  fol-    to  look  carefully  at  tliat^  history.      And  what  do 


lowed  with  momentous  consequences. 

The  people,  gathered  in  large  assemblies,  feel 
a  generous  pride  in  expressing  tlieir  warmest  feel- 
ings. The  noble  glow  of  sympathy  catches  from 
heart  to  heart ;  the  feeling  rises  with  the  numbers 
who  partake  in  it,  till  each  man  feels  his  bosom 


we  find,  sir?  that  the  Grecian  Republics  had  all 
the  soul  and  fire  of  liberty,  but  that  they  wanted 
intelligence,  and  a  regular  plan  in  its  enjoyment 
and  its  preservation.  Hence,  we  see  them  split  up 
into  contending  factions;  and  so  bitter  were  their 
mutual   hatred  and  animosity,  and   so  fierce  the 


swell  with  a  big  emotion,  the  result  of  the  congre- j  rage  of  their  contests,   that,   in  some  instances, 


gated  feeling.      But,  sir,  while  such  meetings  are 
held,  and  such  emotions  experienced,  do  the  peo- 


whole  communities  were  destroyed,  wars  of  anni- 
hilation   were   carried   on   between   neighboring 
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States,  and  scenes  occurred  on  the  Grecian  soil»  '  Men  easily  imbibe  right  principles  on  politics 
over  which  freedom  and  humanity  mingle  their  when  once  they  are  suggested  to  them.  The 
tears.  But  how,  sir,  is  the  case  with  us?  Under  plainest  and  the  humblest  peasant  can  be  made  to 
an  administration  of  mild  and  equal  laws,  we  are  understand  that  men  are  born  equal,  and  have 
at  this  hour  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  utmost  prac-  equal  rights;  all  he  needs  is  to  be  convinced  that 
ticable  measure  of  personal  liberty.  VVe  are  bless-  ■  these  prmciples,.so  true  and  so  plain  in  themselves, 
ed  with  profound  peace,  and  the  humblest  and  can  be  carried  out  into  a  practical  government 
most  timid  man  among  us  is  in  the  full  possession  ^  The  hterati  of  Europe  know  this,  and  some  of 
of  absolute  security  in  person  and  properly.  I  them  spread  the  truth  in   their  writings.     Their 

Sir,  this  night  every  weak  and  shrinking  fe-  statesmen  know  it,  too,  and  some  of  these,  too 
male,  every  helpless  infant  in  all  this  land,  lies  recommend  it.  The  honest  common  people  ac- 
down  in  peace,  and  may  smk  into  unbroken  slum-  knowledge  the  truth,  and  long  for  its  benefits, 
ber,  conscious  of  being  safe  from  harm.  To-  They  have  the  demonstration  of  the  truth  brought 
morrow,  every  vigorous  man,  with  robust  limb,  !  to  their  very  senses:  they  see  and  know  our  sea- 
with  active  and  enterprising  mind,  will  be  en-  men,  our  merchants,  and  their  families,  and  they 
gaged  with  ardor  in  all  that  can  advance  his  own  \  know  that  there  does  exist  a  country  that  fosters 
and  his  country's  prosperity,  in  all  that  enlightens  j  in  its  bosom  a  free,  proud,  and  energetic  people 
and  ennobles  man.  The  sustaining  energy  of  a  who  know  how  to  protect  their  rights  and  their 
tree  Government  pervades  the  land,  and  raises  honor.  Such  a  state  of  things  now  exists  that 
and  strengthens  the  character  of  all  who  inhabit  thesepeopleinhalesomenotionsof  freedom  with  the 
it.  In  such  a  country,  wars  can  never  be  waged  very  atmasphere  they  breathe — and  as  they  breathe 
for  glory  and  empire.  The  most  ambitious  leader,  it  they  come  to  love  those  rights.  Despotism  on 
who  would  persuade  us  into  a  war,  must  profess  the  other  hand,  is  founded  on  the  ignorance,  pre- 
that  it  is  a  war  for  the  right;  he  dare  not  even  judice,  timidity,  and  depression  of  the  |>eople':  but 
breathe  the  sentiment  that  it  is  undertaken  only  that  ignorance  is  dissipating — those  prejudices  are 
for  glory.  Surely,  this  reflection  ought  to  prove  ,  weakening— that  fear  is  dispelling— the  people  are 
to  us  a  warning  on  an  occasion  like  this;  for,  be  fast  rising  in  the  scale  of  being.  How  unwise 
it  remembered,  that,  by  all  the  acts  in  which  it  is  would  it  be,  nay,  how  wicked,  to  abandon  all  these 
engaged,  this  infant  nation  is  stamping  its  char-  gradual  but  powerful  eflVcts  of  our  Government 
acter  for  future  ages.  I  and  condition,  in  order  to  assume  another  charac- 

There  is  one  question  I  would  ask  of  this  Com-  ter.  What  will  be  the  effect  of  war  on  this  infiu- 
mittee— I  would  ask  it  emphatically.  You  owe  ence?  It  will  counteract  it  at  once,  by  conjuring 
to  Greece  a  debt  which  you  ought  to  repay  in  |  up  in  opposition  all  the  ansrry  and  resentful  pas"^ 
kind.  Is  it  a  debt  for  physical  aid  ?  Is  it  for  any  '  sions.  Why  should  we  so  effectually  advance  the 
thing  she  ever  did  for  us  by  physical  force?  No,  1  dearest  interests  of  despotism?  Think  you  that 
sir;  It  is  for  moral  aid;  for  the  force  of  her  ex-  i  their  monarchs  will  fail  to  diI^ect  these  passions 
ample;  it  is  for  the  spirit  and  sentiments  of  her  !  against  the  cause  of  freedom?  Sir,  we  can  give 
writers,  which  have  passed  into  our  mind;  it  is  no  physical,  no  warlike  aid  to  liberty  that  will 
for  the  lessons  she  has  taught  us  in  the  love  and    not  injure  her  cause. 

the  defence  of  freedom  ;  it  is  for  the  warnings  we  '  There  is  another  consideration  that  calls  upon 
have  received  from  her  misfortunes;  for  the  spirit,  [  us  to  pause  and  reflect,  before  we  take  any  step 
in  a  word,  that  her  works  and  her  words  have  ■  that  may  commit  the  nation.  Monarchy  can  go 
poured  into  our  souls.  What,  then,  is  our  proper,  to  war  from  policy  or  ambition,  and  if  they  do  not 
our  best  return  ?  It  is  to  raise  her  depressed  chil-  i  find  it  suits  their  views  they  can,  with  almost 
dren  by  the  example  of  our  free  Government — a  !  equal  ease,  withdraw  from  the  contest.  But  it  is 
Government  pos.>,es.sing  some  excellencies  and  ad-  far  otherwise  with  Republics.  In  these,  before  you 
vantages  that  hers  never  had,  even  in  their  bright-  enter  into  a  war,  you  must  convince  the  mass  of 
est  day.     This  is  the  example  we  are  to  set  them,    the  nation  that  the  war  is  virtuous  and  just  in 

d  not  that  of  foreign  wars.     We  are  to  show  '  its  principles,  and   unavoidable  without  disgrace. 


an 


them  the  blessings  of  freedom,  as  reduced  to  a  '  When  a  free  people  have  become,  by  reflection, 
practical  and  a  permanent  form — to  show  them  a  ;  convinced  of  this,  they  become  reckles.s  of  conse- 
people  happy,  and  proud  of  the  lot  they  enjoy.  quences ;  you  rouse  a  deeper  spirit;  you  conccn- 

How  cautious,  then,  should  we  be  that  we  do  trate  a  mightier  wrath  than  a  despotic  Govern- 
not,  by  bringing  disaster  on  our  hitherto  happy  :  ment  can  ever  know.  There  is  a  moral  force  that 
experiment,  blast  the  rising  cause  of  freedom  '  mingles  with  the  physical,  and  propels  it  with  re- 
(check  it,  rather,  for  rise,  it  will)  throughout  the  doubled  energy.  But,  if  the  war  is  unreasonable, 
world.     Let  us  take  care  that  we  do  not  make  our    unjust,  unnecessary,  when  any  calamity  happens 


,  ,        .. , iiey  ^..  .vg. 

stitutions  ?  Not  by  wars,  but  by  a  friendly  inter-  I  its  authors.  You  cannot,  then,  enter  with  too 
coufse  with  Europe,  by  writings,  by  personal  con- I  much  caution  on  steps  that  have  war  in  their 
versation,  and  by  the  speeches  of  your  statesmen.  |  probable  or  possible  results.  If  you  go  to  war  in 
By  means  like  these,  the  rapid  contagion  of  en-  a  proper  spirit,  and  on  sufficient  and  solid  grounds, 
iightened  principles  will  spread  from  land  to  land.  '  your  people  will  resolve  on  success  or  ruin;  but 
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if  you  enter  on  it  lightly,  after  a  while  the  spirit 
of  the  people  flags;  they  al>andon  you;  you  have 
to  yield  without  success;  the  temper  and  tone  of 
the  nation  is  lowered,  and  its  character  perma- 
nently injured.  Another  question  was,  what  ef- 
fect such  a  measure  as  that  now  proposed  was 
likely  to  produce  on  our  relations  with  the  Euro- 
pean Powers.  Britain  seems  to  have  learned  from 
us  a  salutary  lesson  of  neutrality,  and  she  will  ob- 
serve it  as  long  as  she  can.  You  cannot  get  that 
Government  into  a  Spanish  or  a  Greek  war.  At 
the  very  moment  you  would  weaken  yourselves 
by  entering  into  this  distant  contest,  that  politic 
and  experienced  Government  is  husbanding  its 
resources  and  accumulating  its  strength.  You 
cannot  doubt  that  they  cherish  a  deadly  hostility 
against  you  ;  that  they  are  jealous  of  your  rising 
greatness;  that  they  remember  well  your  naval 
triumphs,  and  that  war  will  one  day  be  the  issue. 
Shall  you,  in  the  meanwhile,  enter  with  levity, 
(in  such  a  case,  I  repeat,  that  levity  is  wicked- 
ness,) and  run  the  hazard  of  an  unnecessary  and 
impolitic  war  ?  Surely,  you  felt,  a  few  years 
since,  enough  to  warn  you  into  sobriety  and  cau- 
tion. You  saw  the  struggle  which  arose,  amid>i 
the  heavy  embarrassments  of  the  country,  between 
the  advocates  of  economy  and  those  who  were  de- 
termined to  support  the  institutions  of  the  country 
at  every  expense.  You  know,  sir,  what  a  painful 
scene  was  then  exhibited  in  this  House.  Shall 
we  renew  such  scenes  ?  Is  this  Committee  wil- 
ling to  run  any  risk  oi"  their  renewal?  Can  you 
doubt,  if  such  embarrassments  should  again  re- 
cur, that  your  crafty  enemy  would  seize  upon 
the  crisis  to  attack  you?  No,  sir;  let  us  cherish 
peace;  let  us  pay  our  debts;  let  us  accumulate 
treasure;  then  your  enemy  will  be  less  willing  to 
assail  you,  while  you  will  be  the  better  prepared 
to  meet  him. 

All  the  reasoning  that  we  have  heard  respect- 
ing the  Holy  Alliance  goes  evidently  on  this  as- 
sumption, that  there  exists  to  us  some  danger  of 
war  with  those  Powers.  This  has  been  shown 
lo  be  the  tendency  of  all  their  doctrines.  Now, 
sir,  if,  as  gentlemen  argue,  there  is  danger  of  the 
allies  attacking  us  here  on  our  continent,  while  we 
do  nothing  to  disturb  them,  is  there  not,  on  gen- 
tlemen's own  ground,  still  more  reason  to  appre- 
hend it  if  you  go  to  their  continent?  They 
threaten  us,  it  seems,  because  we  are  republics, 
though  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic.  Will  they 
not  do  more,  if  we  cross  tlie  Atlantic  to  place  a 
republic  in  the  very  heart  of  their  kingdoms? 
And  will  they  not  say  to  unhappy  Greece,  who 
lies  virtually  at  their  mercy,  "  if  you  rely  on  these 
'  Western  republicans,  and  call  them  in  to  your 
'  aid,  we  will   teach   you  that  such  interference 

*  Khali  be  ruin   to  any  who  invite  it;  and,  as  a 

*  warning  and  an  example  on  this  subject,  we  will 

*  pour  down  upon  you  our  accumulated  ven- 
'  geance."  Yes,  sir,  as  surely  as  you  go  to  the 
Old  World  to  set  up  a  fortress  of  liberty,  these 
despots  will  raze  it  to  the  very  earth,  if  it  were 
only  to  stop  the  precedent. 

Suppose,  sir,  that  the  Turk,  ignorant  of  what 
your  exact  intentions  towards  the  Greeks  may  be. 


should  seize  your  agent  and  put  him  to  death ; 
should  massacre  your  seamen  and  resident  citi- 
zens, and  thus  lay  you  under  the  immediate  neces- 
sity of  going  to  war  with  him.  Can  you  believe 
that  those  allies  would  long  remain  without  a  pre- 
text for  mingling  in  the  quarrel  ?  Some  question 
of  blockade — some  search — some  implied  inter- 
ference— some  excuse  for  hostilities?  Remember 
your  old  enemy  the  Briton.  If  he  gets  your  little 
fleet  shut  up  in  the  Mediterranean,  on  any  quar- 
rel forged,  he  sweeps  it  from  the  ocean.  That 
will  at  once  throw  you  back  a  century.  Remem- 
ber, sir,  the  seed  of  revenge  is  there;  and  as  soon 
as  opportunity  is  furnished,  depend  upon  it,  sir, 
that  seed  will  germinate. 

There  is  another  view  of  this  matter.  It  is  not 
only  imprudent  to  adopt  the  proposed  measure, 
but  it  is  equally  impolitic.  The  President  is  al- 
ready authorized  to  employ  agents  of  the  kind 
contemplated.  By  legislating  you  publish  it,  and 
set  all  who  are  concerned  to  prevent  your  object 
on  their  guard — you  put  your  opponents  on  the 
alert.  You  go  out  of  your  sphere,  and  interfere 
with  the  President  in  the  duties  of  his  own  de- 
partment, by  making  the  proposed  appropriation 
in  a  particular  case  and  in  none  other;  you  seem 
to  direct  the  President  to  send  in  one  case,  and 
not  to  send  in  another.  But  the  measure,  if  done 
at  all,  had  better  be  done  silently,  without  invit- 


ing notice  or  resistance. 


One  word  more,  Mr.  Chairman,  and  I  have 
done.  Have  those  who  oppose  the  measure  no 
sympathy  for  the  Greeks?  Yes,  sir,  we  love  their 
cause;  we  wish,  we  long,  we  yearn  to  witness  its 
success.  When  they  triumpn,  we  exult  at  it; 
when  they  are  unfortunate,  we  grieve  over  it. 
But  because  these  are  the  feelings  of  our  hearts, 
must  we  be  indiscreet?  We  are  intrusted  with  a 
nation  that  is  proud  of  its  sympathies  with  the 
oppressed  on  every  foot  of  earth's  surface — a  peo- 
ple not  selfish  and  narrow  minded,  but  full  of  the 
finest  and  the  sublimest  sensibilities;  but,  surely, 
sir,  the  happiness  and  the  dignity  of  such  a  peo- 
ple are  not  vainly  to  be  put  at  hazard.  Their 
souls  are  softened  by  their  own  happy  privileges, 
and  they  long  to  impart  them  to  the  wretched  ; 
but  shall  we,  therefore,  precipitate  them  into  diffi- 
culty and  plunge  them  in  sufferings  and  dangers? 
Sir,  I  am  satisfied  the  measure  proposed  to  us  will 
do  the  Greeks  no  good — may  do  them  much 
harm.  That  it  hazards  every  thing  in  relation  to 
ourselves,  and  in  endangering  us  endangers  the 
best  hopes  of  the  rest  of  the  world  ;  for  so  signal, 
so  sublime,  is  the  station  now  given  us  by  Heaven, 
that  with  us  is  identified  the  bliss  or  the  misery 
of  a  large  portion  of  our  species. 

Mr.  Clay  then  rose,  and  commenced  his  speech 
by  distinctly  stating  the  original  resolution,  as 
moved  by  Mr.  Webster,  and  the  amendment 
proposed  by  Mr.  Poinsett.  The  resolution  pro- 
posed providing  the  means  to  defray  the  expense 
of  a  mission,  whenever  the  President,  who  knows, 
or  ought  to  know,  the  dispositions  of  all  the  Eu- 
ropean Powers,  Turkish  or  Christian,  shall  deem 
it  proper  to  send  one.  The  amendment  goes  to 
withhold  any  appropriation,  and  to  make  a  public 
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nified.  GeDtleinen  speak  of  the  watchful  jealousy^ 
of  the  Turks,  and  i^eem  to  think  that  the  lightest 
movements  in  this  body  will  be  matter  of  specu- 


declaration  of  our  sympathy  with  the  Greeks,  and  I      The  measure,  sir,  has  been  unwarrantably  mag 
our  good  wislies  for  their  cause.     And  how,  sir, 
(asked  Mr.  C.,)  has  this  simple,  mode>t,  unpre- 
tending, this  harmless  proposition  been  treated  7  It 

has  been  argued,  as  if  it  proposed  aid  to  the  Greeks;  j  lation  at  Constantinople.     He   could    assure  the 

gentlemen  that  the  European  Powers  attached  no 
such  vast  importance  to  our  acts  and  deliberations 
as  some  seemed  to  suppose.  The  Turk  will  in 
all  probability  never  hear  of  the  gentlemen's  names 
who  either  advocate  or  oppose  the  resolution.  The 
resolution  is  certainly  not  without  its  value,  but 
that  value  is  wholly  a  moral  value;  it  throws  our 
little  tribute  into  the  vast  stream  of  public  opinion, 
While  they  are  taking  the  most  extravagant  and  j  which,  .sooner  or  later,  must  regulate  the  physical 


as  if  it  proposed  the  recognition  of  their  Govern- 
ment ;  as  an  act  of  unjustifiable  interference  ;  as 
a  measure  of  war.  And  those  who  thus  argue 
the  question,  while  they  themselves  give  unbound- 
ed range  to  their  imagination,  in  conceiving  and 
setting  in  array  the  monstrous  consequences  which 
are  to  grow  out  of  so  simple  a  proposal,  impute  to 
us  who  are  its  advocates.  Q^uixotism  !  (Quixotism! 


unlimited  range,  and  arguing  any  thing  and  every 
thing  but  the  question  before  the  House,  they  ac- 
cuse us  of  enthusiasm,  of  giving  the  reins  to  feel- 
ing, of  being  carried  away  by  our  imagination. 
No,  sir,  the  proposition  on  your  table  is  no  propo- 
sition for  aid,  nor  for  recognition,  nor  for  interfer- 
ence, nor  for  war. 

I  know  that  at  least  some  of  the  objections  to 
the  original  proposal  are  occasioned  by  the  source 
from  which  it  has  proceeded.  There  are  individ- 
uals in  this  House,  who  look  at  the  mover  of  this 


action  upon  the  great  interests  of  the  civilized 
world.  But,  sir,  rely  upon  it  the  Turk  is  nut 
about  to  declare  war  because  this  unoffending  pro- 
position has  been  offered  by  my  honorable  Iriend 
from  Massachusetts,  of  whom,  however  eminent 
in  our  own  country,  the  Sublime  Porte  has  never 
yet  heard.  The  Allied  Powers  are  not  going  to 
l)e  thrown  into  a  state  of  alarm  by  a  resolution 
appropriating   two  or    three  thousand  dollars  to 


send  an  agent  to  Greece. 

The  question  has  been  argued  as  if  the  Greeks 
resolution,  as  if  its  value  or  importance  was  to  be  !  were  likely  to  be  exposed  to  increased  sufferings 
measured  bv  inquiring  who  brought  it  forward.  ;  in  consequence  of  such  a  measure  ;  as  if  the  Turk- 
Sir,  I  have  long  had  the  pleasure  of  knowing  the  '  ish  scimetar  would  be  sharpened  by  its  influence, 
honorable  gentleman  who  originated  this  resolu-  !  and  dyed  deeper  and  yet  deeper  in  Christian  blood, 
tion — I  have  sometimes  had  the  pleas^ure  of  acting  |  Sir,  if  such  is  to  be  the  effect  of  the  declaration  of 
with  him  ;  and  1  would  suggest  to  those  to  whom  lour  sympathy,  it  must  have  happened  already. 
I  have  alluded,  that,  if  they  seek  to  be  regarded  as  \  That  expression  is  very  fully  and  distinctly  given, 
the  sentinels  of  freedom,  they  must  disregard  in  the  Message  of  the  President  to  both  Houses  of 
the  source  from  which  any  measure  favorable  to  j  Congress,   not  only   this  year,  but   last.     And  I 


its  interest  may  happen  to  have  proceeded,  and 
must  take  it  up  on  its  own  intrinsic  merits.  If  a 
gentleman  who  happens  to  belong  to  a  different 
party,  in  political  sentiment,  shall  bring  forward 
a  proposition  fraught  with  liberal  principles  and 


would  again  remind  the  gentleman,  that  it  is  the 
President's  Message,  and  not  any  record  of  our 
debates,  that  goes  the  rounds  of  the  European 
Cabinets.  This  document  is  translated  into  their 
several  languages,  and  is  read  by  the  Ministers  of 


noble  sentiments,  is  it  to  be  rejected  for  his  sake  ?  \  State,  and   possibly  by  some  of  the  Sovereigns 


If  this  is  the  case,  we  cease  to  be  Republicans,  and 
those  who  act  on  principles  the  reverse  of  ours, 
will  be  the  men  who  truly  deserve  that  name ; 
and,  sir,  if  all  Republicans  must  oppose  this  doc- 
trine and  all  Federalists  advocate  it,  I  for  one, 
should  cease  to  be  a  Republican,  and  would  be- 
come a  Federalist, 
Mr.  Chairman,  is  it  not  extraordinary  that,  for, 


themselves  :  possibly  by  the  Divan  ;  but  our  reso- 
lutions are  all  for  domestic  use — lor  home  con- 
sumption ;  they  never  will  meet  either  royal  or 
imperial  eyes.  In  that  Message,  the  President, 
after  a  most  eloquent  and  touching  representation 
of  the  feelings  excited  by  the  Greek  insurrection, 
tells  you,  that  the  dominion  of  the  Turk  over  that 
]>eople  IS  gone  forever,  and  that  the  most  sanguine 
now,  these  two  years,  the  President  of  the  United  I  hope  is  entertained  that  they  will  succeed  in  es- 
States  should  have  been  allowed,  not  only  with-  '  tablishing  their  independence.  Well,  sir,  if  this 
out  censure,  but  with  universal  applause,  to  ex-  j  is  the  fact,  if  their  independence  isalmost  achieved, 
press  all  the  feelings  which  either  the  resolution  if  the  Allied  Powers  themselves,  possibly  before 
or  the  amendment  on  your  table  go  to  sanction  or  !  we  shall  again  meet  in  this  Hall,  may  acknowl- 
to  declare?  So  far  is  this  from  having  met  the  ,  edge  that  independence,  is  it  not  fit  to  make  pro- 
disapprobation  of  the  American  people,  that,  from  i  vision  that  our  President  may  be  among  the  lore- 
Maine  to  Georgia,  and  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  |  most  in  that  acknowledgment — or,  at  least,  not 
Gulf  of  Mexico,  the  sentiment  of  approbation  has  !  among  the  last  ? 

blazed  with  the  rapidity  of  electricity  !  That  it  j  But,  sir,  so  far  from  this  resolution  being  likely, 
is  felt  with  the  deepest  intensity,  that  It  IS  expressed  I  if  passed,  to  produce  injury  to  the  Greeks,  it  is 
in  almost  every  possible  form,  and  that  it  increases  j  likely  to  have  a  directly  opposite  effect.  Sir,  the 
with  every  new  day  and  passing  hour.  And,  sir,  I  Turk,  with  all  his  power,  and  in  all  the  elevation 
are  we  alone  to  be  insulated  from  the  common  |  of  his  despotic  throne,  is  at  last  but  man;  he  is 
moral  atmosphere  of  the  whole  land  ?  Shall  we  made  as  we  are,  of  fiesh,  of  muscle,  of  bones,  and 
shut  ourselves  up  in  apathy,  and  separate  ourselves  sinews;  he  can  feel;  and,  sir,  he  has  felt  the  un- 
from  our  country  ?  from  our  constituents?  from  calculating  valor  of  American  freedom  in  some 
our  Chief  Magistrate  ?  of  hi>  dominions;  and  when  he  is  made  to  under- 
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stand,  that  not  only  the  Executive  of  this  Gov- 
ernment, but  that  this  nation — that  our  entire 
political  fabric,  base,  column,  and  entablature, 
rulers  and  people,  with  hefrt,  soul,  mind,  and 
strength,  are  all  on  the  side  of  the  nation  he  is 
crushing,  he  will  be  more  likely  to  restrain,  than 
to  increase  his  atrocities  upon  suffering  and  bleed- 
ing Greece. 

The  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  has  made, 
on  this  subject,  a  very  ingenious,  sensible,  and 
ironical  speech,  an  admirable  debut  for  a  young 
member,  and  such  as  1  hope  we  shall  often  have 
repeated  on  this  floor.  But,  sir,  permit  me  to  ad- 
vise my  young  friend  to  remember  that  declara- 
tion, "sufficient  unto  the  day  is  the  evil  thereof," 
and  when  the  resolution  which  I  have  had  the 
honor  of  laying  on  the  table  shall  come  to  be  dis- 
cussed, I  hope  he  will  not  think  it  sufficient  to 
say,  as  he  has  now  done,  that  the  measure,  or  the 
argument  in  its  s\ippurt,  is  "a  very  extraordinary 
one,"  but  that  he  will  then  let  us  hear  an  argu- 
mentative speech  to  prove  that  it  is  our  duty  to 
lay  prostrate  t:\'f:ry  fortress  of  human  hope,  and 
to  see  with  complacency  the  last  outwork  of  lib- 
erty taken.  This,  however,  is  foreign  to  the  ques- 
tion now  before  the  House. 

It  has  been  said,  that  tlie  proposed  measure  will 
be  a  departure  from  our  uniform  policy  with  re- 
spect to  foreign  nations — that  it  will  provoke  the  j 
ire  of  the  Holy  Alliance — and  will,  in  effect,  be  a  i 
repetition  of  their  own  offence,  by  an  unwarranta-  j 
ble  interference  with  the  domestic  concerns  of  I 
other  Powers.     No,  sir;  not  even  if  it  proposed,  | 
which  it  does  not,  an   immediate  recognition  of  i 
Grecian  independence.     What  has  been  the  uni-  1 
form    policy  and    practice  of  this   Government,  | 
from  the  days  of  Washington   to  this  moment?! 
In   the   case   of  France,    President  Washington  | 
and  his  successors  received  Genet,  Fauchet,  and  i 
all  who  followed  them,  whether  sent  from  King,  I 
Convention,  Anarchy,  or  Emperor.     Sir,  the  rule  j 
we  have  followed  has  ever  been  this:  to  look  at 
the  state  of  the  fact,  and  to  recognise  that  Gov- 
ernment, be  it  what  it  might,  which  was  in  4f  tual 
possession   of  sovereign    power.     When    oh^  of 
these  Governments  was  overthrown,  and  a  new 
one  established  on  its  ruins,  without  embarrassing 
ourselves  with  any  principles  involved  in  the  con- 
test, we  have  ever  acknowledged  the  new  and  actual 
Government  as  soon  as  it  had  positive  existence. 
Our  simple  inquiry  has  been,  which  is  the  Gov- 
ernment lie /lido  f     An  example  has  recently  been 
furnished  in  relation  to  the  Government  of  Spain. 
When  the  foreign  Ministers  were  driven  or  retired 
from  Madrid,  and   refused  to  accompany  Ferdi- 
nand to  Cadiz,  our  Minister  sought  at  that  port 
to  present  himself  to  the  Constitutional   Ferdi- 
nand— why?     This  Government  held  Ferdinand 
to   be  the  actual    King.     Did  this  produce  any 
declaration  of  war?     Were  any  diplomatic  notes 
ever  received  complaining  of  this   proceeding? 
Nothing  like  it.  sir.     The   lines  are   so   plainly 
marked  in  which  we  are  to  go,  that  there  is  no 
mistaking  them.     We  are  to  engage  in  no  inter- 
ference with  their  disputes,  no  contests  lor  either 
party,  do  entangling  alliances,  but   to  maintain 


our  diplomatic  intercourse  with  existing  Sove- 
reignties. It  has  been  admitted  by  all  that  there 
is  impending  over  this  country  a  threatening 
storm,  which  is  likely  to  call  into  action  all  our 
vigor,  courage,  and  resources.  Is  it  a  wise  way 
of  preparing  for  this  awful  event,  to  talk  to  this 
nation  of  its  incompetency  to  resist  European  ag- 

f;ression,  to  lower  its  spirit,  to  weaken  its  moral 
orce,  and  do  what  we  can  to  prepare  it  for  base 
submission  and   easy  conquest  f     If,  sir,  there  be 
any  reality  in  this  menacing  danger,  I  would 
rather  adjure  the  nation  to  remember  that  it  con- 
tains a  million  of  freemen  capable  of  bearing  arms, 
and  ready  to  exhaust  their  last  drop  of  blood  and 
their  last  cent,  in  defending  their  country,  its  in- 
stitutions, and   its  liberty.     Sir,  are  these  to  be 
conquered  by  all  Europe  united  ?     But  I  am  quite 
sure  that  that  danger,  so  far  at  least  as  this  reso- 
lution is  concerned,  is  perfectly  ideal  and  imagi- 
nary.    But,  if  it   were  otherwise,  any  danger  is 
l)est  guarded  against  by  invigorating  our  minds  to 
meet   it — by   teaching   our   heads   to   think,   our 
hearts  to  conceive,  and  our  arms  to  execute  the 
high  and  noble  deeds  which  belong  to  the  char- 
acter and  glory  of  our  country.     Sir,  the  experi- 
ence of  the  world  may  instruct  us  that  conquests 
are  achieved  when  they  are  boldly  and  firmly  de- 
termined on  :  and  that  men  become  slaves  as  soon 
as  they  have  ceased  to  resolve  to  live  freemen.    If 
we  wish  to  cover  ourselves  with  the  best  of  all 
armor  against  perils,  let  us  nOt  discourage  our 
people,  let  us  stimulate  their  ardor,  let  us  sustain 
their  resolution,  let  us  show  them  that  we  feel  as 
they  feel,  and  that  we  are  prepared  to  live  or  die 
like  freemen.     Surely,  sir,  we  need  no  long  or 
learned  lectures  about  the  infiuence  of  property  or 
of  rank  ;  let  us  rather  remember  that  we  can  bring 
into  the  field  a  million  of  bayonets  ;  let  us  remem- 
ber that  we  are  placed  over  a  nation  capable  of 
doing  and  of  suffering  all  things  for  its  liberty.     I 
can  never  forget  what  was  once  said  to  me  by  a 
most  illustrious  female,  the  first  of  the  age,  if  not 
of  her  sex,  on  this  subject.     "  Mr.  Clay,  (said  that 
enlightened  lady,)  a  nation  never  yet  was  con- 
quered."    No,  sir — no  united  nation  can  be,  that 
has  the  spirit  to  resolve  not  to  be  conquered ;  such 
a  nation  is  ever  invincible.     And,  sir,  has  it  come 
to  this?     Are  we  so  humbled,  so  low,  so  despica- 
ble, that  we  dare  not  express  our  sympathy  for 
suffering  Greece,  lest,  peradventure,  we  might  of- 
fend some  one  or  more  of  their  imperial  and  royal 
Majesties?    If  gentlemen  are  afraid  to  act  rashly 
on  such  a  subject,  suppose,  Mr.  Chairman,  that 
we  draw  an  humble  petition  addressed  to  their 
Majesties,  asking  them  that  of  their  condescen- 
sion they  would  allow  us  to  express  something 
on  the  subject.     How,  sir,  shall  it  begin  ?     "  We, 
the   Representatives   of    the   free   people  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  humbly  approach  the 
Thrones  of  your  Imperial  and   Royal  Majesties, 
and  supplicate  that  of  your  Imperial  and  Royal 
clemency" — I  will  not  go  through  the  disgusting 
recital ;  my  lips  have  not  yet  learned  the  syco- 
phantic language  of  a  degraded  slave.    Are  we 
so  low,  so  base,  so  despicable,  that  we  may  not 
1  express  our  horror,  articulate  our  detestation,  of 
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the  most  brutnl  and  atrocious  war  that  ever  stained  j 
earth,  or  shocked  high  Heaven,  with  the  ferocious  ; 
deeds  of  a  brutal  soldiery,  set  on  by  the  clergy  and  ; 
followers  of  a  fanatical  and  inimical  religion,  and  { 
rioting  in  excesses  of  blood  and  butchery,  at  the  I 
mere  details  of  which  the  breast  sickens  ?  } 

If  the  great  mass  of  Christendom  can  look  cool-  '< 
ly  and  calmly  on,  while  all  this  is  perpetrated  on  i 
a  Christian  people  in  their  own  vicinity,  in  their  i 
very  presence,  let  us,  at  least,  show  that,  in  this  i 
distant  extremity,  there  is  still  some  sensibility  { 
and  sympathy  for  Christian  wrongs  and  suffer-  i 
ings,  that  there  are  still  feelings  which  can  kindle  ! 
into  indignation  at  the  oppression  of  a  people  en-  i 
deared  to  us  by  every  ancient  recollection,  and  | 
every  modern  tie.  i 

Sir,  the  House  has  been  attempted  to  be  alarm- 
ed by  the  dangers  to  our  commerce,  and  a  misera- 1 
ble  invoice  of  figs  and  opium  have  been  presented  ' 
to  us  to  repress  our  sensibilities,  and  to  eradicate  i 
our  humanity.  Ah,  sir,  "What  shall  it  profit  a  | 
man  if  he  gain  the  whole  world  and  lose  his  own  ! 
soul?"  or  what  shall  it  profit  a  nation  to  save  the  I 
whole  of  a  wretched  commerce,  and  lose  its 
liberties?  1 

As  to  the  question  of  American  interests,  hith-  i 
erio,  it  has  not  been  nects>ary  to  depart  from  the  I 
rule  of  our  foreign  relations  laid  down  in  regard  I 
to  Europe.     Whether  it  shall  become  us  to  do  so 
or  not,  will  be  discussed  when  we  take  up  another  I 
resolution  that  lies  upon  your  table.     But  we  may  i 
not  only  pass  this  resolution;  we  may  go  further; ! 
we  may  recognise  the  government  in  the  Morea, 
and  yet  it  will  not  be  any  cause  of  war,  nor  will 
it  be  war,  nor  even   aid.     Besides,  sir,  what  is 
Greece  to  the  Allies?     A  part  of  iheir  own  do- 
minions?    By  no  means.     Suppose  the  people  in 
one  of  the  Philippine  Isles,  or  in  any  other  spot 
still  more  insulated  and  remote,  in  Asia  or  Africa, 
were  to  resist  their  former  rulers,  and  set  up  and 
establish  a  new  government;  are  we  not  to  recog- 
nise them  for  fear  of  the  Holy  Alliance?     If  they 
are  going  to  interfere  on  the  principle  of  example, 
here  is  ine  spot  where  they  must  strike.     This 
Government,  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  and  the  body 
over  which  you  preside,  are  the  living  reproach  to 
allied  despotism.     If  they  attack  us  at  all,  they 
will  do  it  here.     They  will  assail  us  in  our  own 
happy  land.     They  will  attack  us  because  you, 
sir,  sit  beneath  that  canopy,  and  we  sit  freely  de- 
bating and  deliberating  upon  the  great  interests  of 
freemen.     They  will  strike  because  we  pass  one 
of  those  bills  on  your  table.     The  passing  of  the 
least  of  them  by  our  authority  is  as  galling  to  des- 
potic Powers  as  will    be  the  passage  of  this  so 
much  dreaded  resolution. 

Pass  the  resolution,  and  what,  sir,  do  you  do? 
You  exercise  an  act  of  indisputable  sovereignty, 
for  which  you  are  responsible  to  none  of  them. 
You  do  the  same  act  as  when  you  pass  a  bill— no 
more.  If  the  Allies  object,  let  them  forbid  us  to 
take  a  vole  in  this  House — let  them  disperse  us — 
let  them  strip  us  of  every  attribute  of  sovereignty. 
Do  gentlemen  attempt  to  maintain  that,  on  the 
principles  of  the  laws  of  nations,  these  Powers 
nave  cause  of  war?     Sir,  if  there  is  any  principle 


settled  for  ages,  any  which  is  founded  in  the  very 
nature  of  things,  it  is,  that  every  sovereign  Power 
has  the  right  to  judge  as  to  the  fact  of  the  exist- 
ence of  other  sovereign  Powers.  I  admit  there 
may  be  a  state  of  inchoate,  inactive  sovereignty, 
in  whicli  a  new  government  is  struggling  into 
being,  and  may  not  be  said,  yet,  perfectly  to  exist; 
but  the  premature  recognition  of  such  a  new  Gov-, 
ernment  can  give  offence  justly  to  no  other  than 
its  ancient  sovereign.  The  right  to  recognise 
comprehends  the  right  to  be  informed;  and  the 
means  of  information  must  depend  upon  the  sound 
discretion  of  the  party  seeking  it.  You  may  send 
out  a  commission  of  inquiry,  and  charge  it  with  a 
provident  attention  to  your  own  interests  and 
your  own  people.  If  you  adopt  it,  no  act  neces- 
sarily follows.  You  merely  grant  the  means  by 
which  the  Executive  may  act  when  he  thinks 
proper.  What  does  he  tell  you  in  his  Message? 
That  Greece  is  struggling  for  freedom — thal'all 
sympathize  with  her,  and  that  no  Power  has  de- 
clared against  her.  You  pass  this  resolution,  and 
what  does  it  say  to  the  President?  "You  have 
sent  us  grateful  intelligence:  we  feel  for  Greece, 
and  we  grant  you  money,  that,  when  you  think 
it  proper,  when  the  interests  of  this  nation  shall 
not  be  jeopardized,  you  may  depute  a  commis- 
sioner, a  public  functionary,  to  Greece."  This 
is  all  It  says;  and  the  whole  responsibility  is  left 
with  the  Executive,  where  the  Constitution  puts 
It.  But,  sir.  It  is  not  first  and  chiefly  for  Greece 
that  I  wish  to  see  this  measure  adopted.  It  will 
give  them  but  little  aid,  and  that  aid  purely  of  a 
moral  kind.  It  is,  indeed,  soothing  and  solacing 
in  distress,  to  hear  the  accents  of  a  friendly  voice, 
(we  know  this  as  a  people.)  But,  sir,  it  is  prin- 
cipally and  mainly  for  America  herself,  for  the 
credit  and  character  of  our  common  country,  that 
i  hope  to  see  this  resolution  pass:  it  is  for  our  own 
unsullied  name  that  I  feel. 

W  hat  appearance  on  the  page  of  history  would 
a  record  like  this  make,  Mr.  Chairman,  "In  the 
month  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  and 
Saviour,  ItiM,  while  all  European  Christendom 
beheld  with  cold  and  unfeeling  apathy,  the  unex- 
ampled wrongs  and  inexpressible  misery  of  the 
Christians  in  Greece,  a  proposition  was  made  in 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  almost  the  sole, 
the  last,  the  greatest  depository  of  human  hope 
and  of  human  freedom,  the  representatives  of  a 
nation  capable  of  bringing  into  the  field  a  million 
of  bayonets,  while  the  freemen  of  that  nation  were 
spontaneously  expressing  its  deep-toned  feeling,  its 
fervent  prayer  for  Grecian  success,  while  the 
whole  continent  was  raising,  by  one  simultaneous 
emotion,  solemnly  and  anxiously  supplicating  and 
invoking  the  aid  of  heaven  to  spare  Greece  and  to 
invigorate  her  arms,  while  temples  and  senate 
houses  were  all  resounding  with  one  burst  of  gen- 
erous feeling — (gentlemen  may  call  it  enthusiastic 
declamation  if  they  please  ;  would  to  God  we 
could  hear  such  declamation,  and  the  utterance 
of  such  feeling  from  them) — in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  and  Saviour,  that  Saviour  alike  of  Christian 
Greece  and  of  us — a  proposition  was  offered,  in 
the   American   Congress,  to  send  a  messenger  to 
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Greece,  to  inquire  into  her  state  and  condition, 
with  an  expression  of  our  good  wishes  and  our 
sympathies — and  it  was  rejected."  Go  home,  if 
you  dare;  go  home,  if  you  can,  to  your  constitu- 
ents, and  tell  tfiein  that  vou  voted  it  down — meet, 
if  you  dare,  the  appalling  countenances  of  tho-^e 
who  sent  you  here,  (he  meant  no  defiance,)  and 
tell  them  that  you  shrank  from  the  declaration  of 


foreign  service  for  this  Government.  Does  he  not 
know  that  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  without  one 
hostile  word  being  publicly  uttered,  has  only  to: 
withdraw  his  troops  from  certain  points  they  now 
occupy,  to  bring  down  immediate  ruin  on  the 
Greek  cause  ?  Is  it  our  arms  that  are  to  support 
their  cause  ?  or  is  it  not  our  love  of  liberty  and  pro- 
tection of  domestic   bliss  ?     This   is   that  virtue 


your  own  sentiments — that  you  cannot  tell  how,  ]  which  goes  forth  and  revivifies  man,  which  nerves 
but  that  some  unknown  dread,  some  indescribable  his  body,  which  animates  his  soul,  and  teaches 
apprehension,  some  indefinable  danger,  affrighted  j  him  to  wield  with  a  mighty  force  all  his  physical 
you — that  the  spectres  of  scimitars,  and  crowns,  j  means. 

and  crescents,  gleamed  before  you,  and  alarmed  !  Mr.  Clay  said,  in  reply,  that  it  appeared  he  had 
you  ;  and  that  you  suppressed  all  the  noble  feelings  i  been  very  unfortunate  in  the  speech  he  had  deliv- 
prompted  by  religion,  by  liberty,  by  national  inde-  ered,  since  the  gentleman  fell  obliged  to  make  the 
pendencc,  and  by  humanity.     lie  could  not  bring  1  present  inquiry;  but  he  must  have  been  more  un- 


himself  to  believe,  Mr.  C.  said,  that  such  would 
be  the  feeling  of  a  majority  of  this  House.  But, 
for   himself,  though  every  friend  of  the  measure 


fortunate  than  ever  he  had  been  before,  if  the  gen- 
tleman was,  indeed,  ignorant  that  it  was  the 
original  motion,  he  meant  to  support.     He  was, 


should  desert  it,  and  he  be  left  to  stand  alone,  with  |  indeed  in  favor  of  both,  and  he  should  like  to  see 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  he  would  give  |  them  incorporated  together. 

to  the  resolutton  the  poor  sanction  of  his  unquali-  j      Mr.  Randolph   renewed   his  motion,  and  the 
fied  approbation.  I  Committee  rose,  and  having  obtained  leave  to  sit 

Mr.  Randolph  moved,  that  the  Committee  rise,  i  again,  the  House  adjourned  to  to-morrow, 
and  signified  that  he  should  consider  their  doing 


so  at  this  time,  a  great  accommodat'ion  to  him 

Mr.  CuTHBERT  begged  him  to  suspend  his  mo- 
tion  for  a  few  moments,  to  which  he  consented: 


Satdrday,  January  24. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Whittlesey,  the  Committee 


When  Mr.  C.  expressed  a  wish,  that  the  honorable  I  on  the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
Speaker  would  explain  the  meaning  of  some  I  the  expediency  of  providing,  by  law,  for  dividing 
parts  of  his  speech  a  little  more  clearly  ;  as  he  |  the  State  of  Ohio  into  two  districts,  in  a  manner 
understood  them,  they  seemed  to  contain  reflec-  the  best  calculated  to  promote  the  interest  and 
tions  and  insinuations,  respecting  those  who  op-  '  convenience  of  the  people  of  said  State;  and  to 

Eoscd  the  resolution,  which  were  of  an  unpleasant  ;  direct  that  the  circuit  and  district  courts  of  the 
ind  ;  if  its  opponents  had  in  them  the  spiritof  free-  j  United  States,  for  the  seventh  circuit  of  the  dis- 
men,  they  were  not  to  be  terrified  from  their  posts  I  trict  of  Ohio,  be  held  in  each  of  said  districts,  al- 
by  menaces.  He  could  not  believe  the  gentleman  ternately,  once  in  each  year, 
meant  all  his  words  seemed  to  convey — if  he  did,  j  Mr.  Floyd  laid  on  the  table  the  following,  for 
he  would  say  that  he,  for  one,  defied  the  insinua-    consideration  on  Monday  next: 


tions,  and  scorned  the  denunciation 

Mr.  Clay  explained.     He  had  no  intention  to 


"Resolved,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  cause 
to  be  laid  before  this  House  an  estimate  of  the  expense 


disturb  the  gentleman;  he  should  take  back  nothing  j  which  would  be  incurred  by  transporting  th«  troop* 
of  what  he  had  said  ;  but  he  could  assure  the  gen-  '     '*         ••  "■   -^  -      ^  l  _/-.i_ .  *-.-■ ._ 

tleman,  that  he  had  no  personal  allusion  to  him, 
or  to  any  other  gentleman  on  that  floor ;  far  from 
it — his  feelings  on  the  subject  were  strong,  and  he 
might  have  expressed  them  strongly.  The  advo- 
cates of  the  motion  had  been  called  Don  Q,uixotes ; 
and  he  had  meant  to  repel  imputations  of  that 
kind. 

Mr.  CuTHBERT  then  requested  to  be  more  clearly 
informed  whether  the  Speaker  had  intended  to 
support  the  original  resolution  or  the  amendment ; 
for  such  was  his  zeal,  that  it  was  not  always  easy 
to  understand  his  precise  intention.  At  one  time, 
he  tells  us,  with  that  sneer  he  so  well  knows  how 
to  employ,  (for  the  honorable  gentleman  com- 
mands the  whole  armory  of  the  orator,)  that  the 
European  monarchs  do  not  read  our  resolutions; 
at  another,  he  says,  they  are  jealous  of  our  Gov- 
ernment. He  speaks  of  our  readiness  for  war; 
but  where  ?  will  he  abandon  this  continent  for  a 
war  in  Europe  ?  The  honorable  Speaker  finds  it 
difficult  to  couceive  how  Greece  is  to  suffer  from 


now  at  the  Council  Bluffs  to  the  mouth  of  the  Colum- 
bia, or  Oregon  river." 

RULES  AND  ORDERS. 

Mr.  Rich  submitted  the  following  proposition 
of  amendment  to  the  standing  rules  and  orders  of 
the  House,  viz: 

Resolved,  That  the  69th  section  of  the  rules  of  this 
House  be  expunged,  and  that  the  following  be  in- 
serted, under  the  head  "Of  Committees  of  the  whole 
House,"  and  immediately  preceding  the  74th  section  ; 
that  is  to  say; 

Exclusive  of  the  "Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,"  there  shall  be  three  Committees 
of  the  whole  House,  to  wit :  One  on  bills,  and  other 
subjects  of  a  public  or  general  nature ;  one  on  private 
or  local  bills;  and  one  on  pubjeetsof  a  private  or  local 
nature,  on  which  a  committee  bhall  have  made  an  un- 
tavorable  report. 

When  a  sulject  shall  have  been  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  it  shall  be  assigned  to  the  appro- 
priate committee  by  the  Speaker;  and,  unless  other- 
wise ordered,  be  entered  on  the  calendar  for  the  next 


the  measure,  if  adopted.     The  gentleman  has  been  j  succeeding  day. 

abroad.   lie  has  honorably  fulfilled  a  distinguished  1      Each  of  the  said  committees  shall  elect  its  chair- 
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roan,  who,  if  prewnt.  shall  preside  at  iu  sittings  ;  but, 
if  abspnt,  bis  place,  for  the  time  beinp;,  shall  be  filled 
by  a  member,  to  be  designated  by  the  Speaker. 

The  House  having  resolved  itself  into  either  of  the 
said  Committees  of  the  Whole,  the  several  subjects 
shall  be  announced  for  consideration  in  the  order  in 
which  they  stand  on  the  calendar,  but  shall  not  be 
considered,  eicept  on  the  motion  of  a  member,  sec- 
ended  by  a  majority  of  the  Committee :  Provided, 
that  the  House  may  apecially  resolve  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  any  subject  which  the 
Committee  shall  previously  have  refused  to  consider. 

Leave  of  the  House  shall  in  no  case  be  necessary 
to  authorize  a  committee  to  repeat  its  sessions,  on 
subjects  not  definitively  acted  on. 

Mr.  Rich,  in  offering  this  resolution,  observed 
that  among  the  opinions  which  he  had  for  many 
years  held,  there  was  none  in  the  correctness  of 
which  he  had  greater  confidence,  than  that  the 
mode  of  transacting  business  in  this  House,  was, 
in  one  respect,  susceptible  of  material  improve- 
ment; he  referred  to  that  part  of  it  which  relates 
to  the  appointment  of  a  great  number  of  Com- 
mittees of  the  whole  House  to  follow  in  succes- 
sion, in  the  order  in  which  the  various  subjects 
were  brought  up  and  stood  on  the  docket.    A  few 
years  after  he  had  tirst  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  in 
this  House,  a  general  Committee  of  the  Whole  was 
appointed,  to  whom  any  number  of  subjects,  how- 
ever diverge,  might  be  successively  referred.     Tbe 
consequence  of  this  practice  soon  grew  to  be,  that, 
towards  the  close  of  each  session,  as  business  be- 
came accumulated  in  the  House,  every  thing  was 
referred   to   this   Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
through  the  great  pressure  of  its  multifarious  ob- 
jects of  attention,  numbers  of  them  were  every 
session  passed  by  without  being  acted  on.    A  rule 
was  subsequently  adopted,  restraining  the  number 
of  subjects  to  be  referred  to  any  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to  three,  and  those  of  an  analogous  kind. 
This  was  certainly  a  great  improvement  from  the 
previous  state  of  things.     But  much  inconveni- 
ence is  still  experienced  from  the  practice  as  it 
now  stands,  and  the  consequent  anxiety,  in  the 
friends  of  different   bills  and  resolutions,  to  get 
them   early    upon    the   docket.       He    believed    a 
remedy  would  be  found  in  the  method  proposed 
in  his  resolution. 

The  proposition  was  received,  and  referred  to  a 
select  committee;  and  Mr.  Rich,  Mr.  P.  P.  Bar- 
bour, Mr.  Cobb,  Mr.  Taylor,  Mr.  Lathrop, 
Mr.  Campbell  of  Ohio,  and  Mr.  Tomlinson, 
were  appointed  the  said  committee. 

ELECTION  OF  PRESIDENT,  Ac. 

Mr.  Livingston  submitted  the  following,  which 
he  proposes,  when  the  subject  shall  come  up,  to 
offer  as  an  amendment  to  the  proposed  amend- 
ment of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States: 

That  the  following  amendment  of  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  Slates,  be  proposed  to  the  Legislatures 
of  the  several  States;  which,  when  ratified  by  three- 
fourths  thereof,  shall  be  a  part  of  the  said  Constitu- 
tion : 

That,  for  the  purpose  of  electing  a  President  and 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  each  Slate  shall 
b«  divided,  bj  the  Legislataic  thereof,  into  a  number 


of  districts,  equal  to  the  whole  number  of  Senators  and 
Representatives  to  which  such  State  may  be  entitled 
in  the  Congress  of  the  United  State!*.  Each  district 
shall  be  composed,  as  n.'erly  as  may  be,  of  contiguous 
territory,  and  shall  contain  a  njumber  of  persons  enti- 
tled to  vote,  as  nearly  equal  as  circumntances  will 
permit. 

And  on  such  dsys  as  Congress  shall  determine, 
which  days  shall  be  the  same  throughout  the  United 
States,  the  citizens  of  each  State,  who  shall  be  quali- 
fied to  vote  for  a  Representative  to  Congress,  shall 
meet  at  such  places,  within  their  resprctive  districts, 
as  the  Legislature  of  each  State  ehall  appoint,  and,  in 
such  manner  as  «uch  Legislature  shall  direct,  shall 
vote  for  one  person  to  be  President,  and  for  another 
person  to  be  Vice  President,  and  also  for  one  other  to 
be  an  Elector. 

.\ll  the  votes  so  given,  in  each  district,  shall  be  can- 
vassed and  counted  by  such  persom),  and  in  such  man- 
ner, and  at  such  place,  as  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
may  direct.  And  the  votes  given  for  each  candidate 
shall  be  added  together,  and  the  persons  having  seve- 
rally the  greatest  number  of  votes  as  President,  Vice 
President,  and  Elector,  i>hall  be  considered  as  entitled 
to  the  vote  of  such  district,  fur  the  suid  otRces,  respect- 
ively ;  but  if  two  or  more  persons  have  an  equal  num- 
ber of  votes  for  the  same  office,  then  the  persons  ap- 
pointed to  count  and  canvass  the  said  votes,  or  the 
major  part  of  such  persons,  shall  decide  which  of  the 
persons  having  such  equality  of  votes  shall  be  enti- 
tled to  the  office,  and  shall  certify  the  same  accord- 
ingly. Triplicate  receipts  oi  the  whole  number  of  votes 
given  for  each  candidate,  shall  be  made  out  and  trans- 
mitted, in  such  manner  as  Congress  shall  direct,  to  the 
Seat  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  address- 
ed to  the  President  of  the  Senate. 

The  President  of  the  Senate,  in  the  presence  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  shall  open  ail  the  certifi- 
cates, and  the  votes  shall  then  be  Qpunted,  each  dis* 
Irict  being  entitled  to  one  vote,  and  the  person  having 
the  greatest  number  of  such  votes  for  President  shall 
be  the  President,  if  such  number  be  a  majority  of  the 
whole  number  of  Electoral  districts  within  the  United 
States ;  and  if  no  person  have  such  majority,  then  the 
President  of  the  Senate  shall,  by  proclamation,  declare 
such  to  be  the  fart ;  and  shall  also  declare  the  names 
of  the  two  persons  having  the  greatest  i)uml>er  of  votes 
for  President,  and  shall  order  the  Electors,  chosen  as 
aforesaid,  in  each  State,  to  assemble  in  such  State  at 
a  time  not  lesa  than  thirty-five,  nor  more  than  forty- 
five  days,  after  the  publication  of  such  proclamation. 
And  the  said  Electors  shall  on  such  day  meet  at  such 
place,  in  each  State,  as  shall  have  been  previously  de- 
signated by  the  Legislature  of  such  State ;  and  shall 
then,  by  ballot,  choose  one  of  the  two  persons  having 
the  greatest  number  of  district  votes  to  be  President; 
and  they  shall  make  three  lists  of  the  ballots  so  given, 
which  lists  they  shall  certify  and  sign,  and  shall  trans- 
mit sealed  to  the  Seat  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  directed  to  the  President  of  the  Senate ;  and 
the  President  of  the  Senate  shall,  in  the  presence  of 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  open  all  the 
certificates,  and  the  votes  shall  then  be  counted  ;  and 
the  one  of  the  two  persons  mentioned  in  the  procla- 
mation of  the  President  oi  the  Senate  as  having  the 
greatest  number  of  votes  of  the  Electoral  districts,  who 
shall  have  the  greatest  number  of  votes  of  the  Elector* 
so  returned,  shall  be  President;  but  if  the  said  two 
persooa  have  an  equal  number  of  votes  of  the  Electors, 
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then  the  one  of  the  two  who  had  the  greatest  number  ! 
of  votes  of  the  Electoral  districts  shsll  be  President. 
2.  The  person  having  the  greatest  number  of  votes  of 
the  Electoral  districts  for  Vice  President,  shall  be  Vice 
President,  if  such  number  be  a  majority  of  the  whole 
number  of  Electoral  district  votes;  and,  if  no  person 
have  a  majority,  then,  from  the  two  highest  numbers 
on  the  list,  the  Senate  shall  choose  the  Vice  President ; 
a  quorum  for  the  purpose  shall  consist  of  two-thirds  of 
the  whole  number  of  Senators  ;  and  a  msjority  of  such 
quorum  shall  be  sufficient  to  make  a  choice. 

No  person  constitutionally  ineligible  to  the  office  of 
President,  shall  be  eligible  to  that  of  Vice  President  of 
the  United  States.  And  if  any  person  so  ineligible 
shall  have  a  majority  of  the  votes  of  the  Electoral  dis- 
tricts, or  he  shall  be  one  of  the  two  highest,  if  there 
be  no  majority,  then  a  new  election  for  Vice  President 
shall  be  ordered  without  delay,  and  the  President  of 
the  Senate  shall  eiercise  the  functions  of  a  Vice  Presi- 
dent until  a  Vice  President  shall  be  chosen. 

And  all  questions  relative  to  the  eligibility  of  the  per- 
sons voted  for  as  President  or  Vice  President,  and  every 
other  question  arising  on  the  said  election,  shall  be  de- 
termined by  concurrent  vole  of  each  House  of  Con- 
gress. 

Congress  shall  pass  such  laws,  fixing  the  time  of 
holding  the  election,  as  will  give  the  necessary  time 
for  referring  the  election  to  the  Electors,  in  case  no 
person  has  a  majority  of  votes. 

The  proposed  amendment  was  received,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table,  and  be  printed. 

THE  GREEK  CAUSE. 


The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  Mr. 
Webster's  resolution,  for  sending  an  agent  to 
Greece,  and  the  amendment  thereto  proposed  by 
Mr.  Poinsett^  which  proposes  ,to  limit  the  re- 
solve to  the  expression  of  a  sentiment  decisively 
favorable  to  the  Greek  cause. 

The  depending  question  having  been  stated, 

Mr.  Randolph  rose,  and  said,  that  it  was,  to 
him,  a  subject  of  unfeigned  regret,  that  the  very 
few  unpremeditated  words  into  which,  a  few  days 
since,  he  had  been  so  suddenly  and  unexpectedly 
betrayed,  should,  in  the  opinion  of  those  for  whose 
judgment  he  had  much  greater  deference  than  for 
his  own,  have  begot  a  necessity  for  some  further 
illustration.  He  could,  with  most  serious  and  un- 
affected sincerity,  assure  the  Committee,  that, 
whenever  he  was  so  unfortunate  as  to  be  under 
the  necessity  of  trespassing  on  their  attention,  the 
.  pain  which  it  gave  them  to  listen,  was  not  greater 
than  that  which  he  felt  in  addressing  them  ;  and 
he  hoped  that  that  consideration  would  secure  a 
respectful  attention  to  the  little — the  very  little, 
that  he  had  to  say. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  K.,  the  resolution  before  you,  if 
we  are  to  take  the  word  of  the  honorable  gentle- 
man that  moved  it,  is,  in  itself,  almost  nothing — a 
speck  in  the  political  horizon : — but,  sir,  no  man  bet- 
ter knows  than  the  honorable  mover,  that  it  is  from 
clouds  of  that  portent  in  the  moral  and  political 
as  well  as  in  the  natural  atmosphere,  that  storms, 
the  most  disastrous  in  their  consequence*,  usual- 
ly proceed.     The  resolution,  in  itself,  is  nothing, 


when  compared  with  the  consequences  which  it 
involves.  It  appears  to  me  that  the  btarings  and 
consequences  of  the  measure  proposed  by  this  re- 
solution have  not  yet  been  traced  to  their  utmost 
txtent ;  nor,  by  any  means,  Mr.  R.  said,  did  lie 
intend  to  undertake  the  task.  But  he  would  give 
the  Committee,  as  succinctly  as  he  could,  some 
of  the  views  in  which  it  presented  itself  to  him. 

It  is  with  serious  concern   and  alarm,  said  Mr. 
R.,  that  I  have  beard   doctrines  broached  in  this 
debate,  fraught  with  consequences  more  disastrous 
to  the  best  interests  of  this   people,  than  any  that 
I  ever  heard  advanced  during  the  five  and  twenty 
years  since  I   have  been   honored  with  a  seat  on 
this  floor.     They   imply,  to  my  apprehension,  a 
total  and  fundamental  change  of  the  policy  pur- 
sued by   this  Government,  ab  urte  cvndita — from 
the  foundation  of  the  Republic,  to  the  present  day. 
Are  we,  sir,  to  go  on  a  crusade,  in  another  hemis- 
phere, for  the  propagation  of  two  objects  as  dear 
and  delightful  to  my  heart  as  to  that  of  any  gen- 
tleman in  this,  or  in  any  other  as.sembly — Liberty 
and  Religion — and,  in   the  name  of  those   holy 
words — by  this  powerful  spell,  is  this  nation  to  be 
conjured  and  beguiled  out  of  the  high  way  of 
Heaven — out  of  its  present  comparatively  happy 
state,  into  all  the  disastrous  conflicts  arising  from 
the  policy  of  European  Powers,  with  all  the  con- 
sequences which  flow  from  them?     Liberty  and 
Religion,  sir !     Things  that  are  yet  dear,  in  spite 
of  all  the  mischief  that  has  been  perpetrated  in 
their  name.    I  believe  that  nothing  similar  to  this 
proposition  is  to  be  found  in  modern  history,  un- 
less in  the  famous  decree  of  the  French  National 
Assembly,  which  brought  combined  Europe  against 
them,  with  its  united  strength,  and,  after  repeated 
struggles,   finally   effected   the    downfall   of   the 
French  power.    Sir,  1  am  wrong — there  is  another 
example  of  like  doctrine  ;  and  you  find  it  among 
that  strange  and  peculiar  j)eople — in  that  mys- 
terious book,  which  is  of  the  highest  authority 
with  them,  (for  it  is  at  once  their  gospel  and  their 
law — )  the  Koran,  which  enjoins  it  to  be  the  duty 
of  all  good  Moslems  to  propagate  its  doctrines  at 
the  point  of  the  sword  ;  by  the  edge  of  the  scim- 
itar.    The  character  of  that  people  is  a  peculiar 
one ;  they  differ  from  every  other  race.     It  has 
been  said,  here,  that  it  is  four  hundred  years  since 
they  encamped  in  Europe.    Sir,  said  Mr.  R.,  they 
were  encamped,  where  we  now  find  them,  before 
this  country  was  discovered,  aud  their  title  to  the 
country  which  they  occupy  is  at  least  as  good  as 
ours.     They  hold   their  passessions  there  by  the 
same  title  by  which  all  other  countries  are  held — 
possession  obtained,  at  first,  by  a  successful  em- 
ployment of  force,  confirmed  by  time,  by  usage, 
by    prescription — the  best  of  all   possible   titles. 
Their  policy,  Mr.  R.  said,  had  been,  not  tortuous, 
like  that  of  other  States  of  Europe,  but  straight 
forward ;   they  had    invariably   appealed  to   the 
sword,  and  they  held  by  the  sword.     The  Russ 
had,  indeed,  made  great  encroachments  on  their 
empire,  but  the  ground  had  been  contested  inch 
by  inch  ;  and  the  acquisitions  of  Russia,  on  the 
side  of  Christian  Europe — Livonia,  Ingria,  Cour- 
land— Finland  to  the  Gulf  of  Bothnia — Poland 


t 


HI 

I 


P 


1183 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1184 


H.  OP  R. 


The  Greek  Cause. 


January,  1824. 


had  been  greater  than  she  had  made  of  the  Ma- 
hometans. And,  in  consequence  of  this  straight 
forward  policy  to  which  he  had  before  referred, 
this  peculiar  people  could  boast  of  being  the  only 
one  of  the  Powers  of  continental  Europe,  whose 
capital  had  never  been  insulted  by  the  presence  of 
a  foreign  military  force.  It  was  a  curious  fact, 
well  worthy  of  attention,  that  Constantinople  was 
the  only  capital  in  continental  Europe — for  Mos- 
cow was  the  true  capital  of  Russia — that  had 
never  been  in  possession  of  an  enemy.  It  is,  in- 
deed, true,  said  Mr.  R.,  that  the  Empress  Catha- 
rine did  inscribe  over  the  gale  of  one  of  the  cities 
that  she  won  in  the  Crimea,  (Cherson,  I  think.) 
"  road  to  Byzantium  ;"  but,  sir,  it  has  proved — 
perhaps  too  low  a  word  for  the  subject — but  a 
stumpy  road  for  Russia.  Who,  at  that  day,  would 
have  been  believed  had  he  foretold  to  thai  august 
(for  so  she  was)  and  illustrious  woman,  that  her 
Cossacks  of  the  Ukraine,  and  of  the  Don,  would 
have  been  encamped  in  Paris  before  they  reached 
Constantinople?  Who  would  have  been  believed 
if  he  had  foretold  that  a  French  invading  force, 
such  as  the  world  never  saw  before,  and,  I  trust, 
will  never  again  see — would  lay  Moscow  itself 
in  ashes  ?  These  are  considerations  worthy  of 
attention  before  we  embark  in  the  project  propos- 
ed by  this  resolution,  the  consequences  of  which 
no  human  eye  can  divine. 

I  would  respectfully  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  said  Mr.  R.,  whether  in  hi>very  able 
and  masterly  argument — and  he  has  said  all  that  I 
supposed  could  be  said  upon  the  subject,  and  more 
than  could  have  been  said  by  any  man  in  favor  of 
his  resolution — whether  he  himself  has  not  furnish- 
ed an  answer  to  his  speech — I  had  not  the  happi- 
ness myself  to  hear  his  speech,  but  a  friend  has  read 
it  to  me — in  one  of  the  arguments  in  that  speech  ? 
Towards  the  conclusion,  I  think,  of  his  speech, 
the  gentleman  lays  down,  from  Puffttulorff,  in  ref- 
erence to  the  honeyed  words  and  pious  professions 
of  the  Holy  Alliance,  that  these  are  all  surplus- 
sage,  because  nations  are  always  supposed  to  be 
ready  to  do  what  justice  and  national  law  require. 
Well,  sir,  said  Mr.  R.,  if  this  be  so,  why  may  not 
the  Greeks  presume — why  are  ihey  not,  on  this 
principle,  bound  to  presume  that  this  Government 
is  disposed  to  do  all,  in  reference  to  them,  that 
they  ought  to  do,  without  any  formal  resolutions 
to  that  efl'ect  ?  I  ask  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts whether  the  doctrine  of  Puffendijiff  does 
not  apply  as  strongly  to  the  resolution  as  to  the 
declaration  of  the  Allies — that  is,  if  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  gentleman  be  indeed  that  almost  noth- 
ing he  would  have  us  suppose — if  there  be  not 
something  behind  this  nothing  which  divides  this 
House  (not  koruontaUy,  as  the  gentleman  has 
somewhat  quaintly  said,  but  vertically,)  into  two 
unequal  parties,  one  the  advocate  of  a  splendid 
system  of  crusades,  the  other  the  friends  of  peace 
and  harmony,  the  advocates  of  a  firesUle  policy ; 
for,  as  had  truly  been  said,  as  long  as  all  is  right 
at  the  fireside,  there  cannot  be  much  wrong  else- 
where— whether,  he  repeated,  does  not  ihe  doctrine 
of  Pufftndorff  apply  as  well  to  the  wortis  of  the 
resoluiioii  as  to  the  words  of  the  Holy  AUiaoce  I 


But,  sir,  we  have  already  done  more  than  this. 
The  President  of  the  United  States,  the  only  or- 
gan of  communication  which  the  people  have  seen 
fit  to  establish  between  us  and  foreign  Powers, 
has  already  expressed  all,  in  reference  to  Greece, 
that  the  resolution  goes  to  express.  Actum,  est — it 
is  done — it  is  finished — there  is  an  end.  Not,  Mr. 
R.  said,  that  he  would  have  the  House  to  infer 
that  he  meant  to  express  any  opinion  as  to  the 
policy  of  such  a  declaration.  The  practice  of  re- 
sponding to  Presidential  Addresses  and  Messages 
had  gone  out  fot  now  these  two  or  three  and 
twenty  years. 

Mr.  R.  then  went  on  to  say  he  had  thought  if 
the  great  master  of  the  political  philosophy  could 
arise  from  the  dead,  or  had  his  valuable  life  been 
spared  till  now,  he  would  not  only  have  been  re- 
lieved from  all  his  terrors  on  the  subject  of  a  regi- 
cide peace,  but  also  have  witnessed  a  return  of  the 
age  of  chivalry,  and  the  banishment  of  calcula- 
tion even  from  the  estimates  of  statesmen  which 
that  great  man  could  never  have  foreseen  ;  for  the 
proposition  now  under  consideration  was  that 
something  new  under  the  sun  which  Solomon 
himself  never  dreamed  of.  Is  this  all  ?  No,  sir, 
said  Mr.  R.,  if  that  was  all,  I  should  not  have 
thrown  myself  upon  your  attention.  But  this  is 
not  all.  Cases  have  already  been  stated,  to  which 
the  principles  of  the  resolution  equally  applies  as 
to  that  ot  the  Greeks.  In  addition  to  those  al- 
ready put,  I  will  take  the  case  of  Canada,  if  you 
will.  It  is  known  to  every  body  that  discontents 
have  for  some  time  existed  in  the  Canadian  Prov- 
inces, with  the  mother  country  and  the  measures 
of  its  Government.  Suppose  the  people  of  the 
British  colonies  to  the  North  of  u>  undertake  to 
throw  off  the  yoke — I  will  not  put  the  case  of  Ja- 
maica, because  they,  unhappily,  at*  slaveholders. 
Axe  you  ready  to  stake  the  peace,  and  welfare, 
and  the  resources  of  this  nation  in  support  of 
Canadian  independence  ?  Your  doctrine  goes 
that  length — you  cannot  stop  short  of  it.  Where, 
in  that  case,  will  be  the  assistance  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, already  referred  to  in  debate  as  being  the  only 
spot  in  the  world  in  which  liberty  resides  except 
our  own  country  ?  After  some  other  observa- 
tions, Mr.  R.  adduced  another  people — in  valor- 
ous achievement  and  daring  spirit  on  a  footing 
with  the.se  Greeks  themselves — and  who  have 
achieved  their  independence  from  a  bondage  far 
heavier  than  that  of  the  Greeks  to  the  Turks. 
How  is  it,  sir,  said  Mr.  R.,  that  we  have  never 
sent  an  Envoy  to  our  sister  Republic  of  Hayti  ? 
Here  is  a  case  that  fits — a  case  beyond  dispute.  It 
is  not  that  of  a  people  who  have  '•  almost,"  (ay, 
sir  !  almost,  but  not  altugtther) — who  have  almost 
but  perfectly  achieved  their  independence.  To  at- 
tempt to  show  that  these  cases  are  equally  within 
the  range  of  the  princi|ileof  the  resolution,  would 
be  to  show  a  disrespect  to  the  intellects  of  those 
around  me.  The  man  who  cannot  pursue  the  in- 
ference would  not  recogni.se  my  picture,  though, 
like  the  Dutchman's  painting,  were  written  under 
it,  "  TUis  is  the  man,  tluU  the  horse." 

There  was  another  remark  that  fell  from  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts — of  which,  Mr.  R. 
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said,  he  should  speak,  as  he  always  should  speak, ' 
of  any  thing  from  that  gentleman  with  all  the  | 
personal  respect  which  may  be  consistent  with  i 
freedom  of  discussion.     Among  other  cases  forci-  | 
bly  put   by   the   gentleman  from   Massachusetts,  ] 
why  he  would  embark  in  this  incipient  crusade  ' 
against  Mussulmen,  he  stated  this  as  one — that  i 
they    hold   human   beings  as   property.     Ah,  sir, 
said  Mr.  R.,  and  what  says  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  on  this  point?  unless,  indeed,  I 
that  instrument  is  wholly  to   be  excluded  from 
consideration — unless  it  is    to   be  regarded  as  a 
mere  useless  parchment,  worthy  to  be  burnt,  as 
was  once  actually  proposed.     Does  not  that  Con- 
stitution give  Its  sanction  to  the  holding  of  hu- 
man beings  as  property  ?     Sir,  I  am  not  going  to 
discuss  the  abstract  question  of  liberty  or  slavery, 
or  any  other  abstract  question.     I  go  for  matters 
of  fact.    But  I  would  ask  gentlemen  in  this  House, 
who  have  the  misfortune  to  reside  on  the  wrong 
side  of  a  certain  mysterious  parallel  of  latitude,  to 
take  this  question  seriously  into  consideration — 
whether  the  Government  of  the  United  States  is 
prepared  to  say,  that  the  act  of  holding  human 
beings  as  property  is  sufficient  to  place  the  party 
so  on'ending  under  the  ban  of  its  high  and  mighty 
displeasure  ? 

Sir,  the  objections  to  this  resolution  accumu-  j 
late  as  I  proceed — vires  acqnirit  eicndo.  If  I  should  I 
attempt  to  go  through  with  a  statement  of  them  | 
all,  and  had  strength  to  sustain  me,  I  should  do 
what  I  promised  I  would  not  do — I  should  worry  I 
and  exhaust  the  patience  of  this  Committee.  | 

Sir,  what  are  we  now  asked  to  do?  To  stirau-  | 
late  the  Executive  to  the  creation  of  embassies,  j 
And  what  then  ?  That  we,  or  our  friends,  may  ! 
fill  them.  Sir,  the  sending  ambassadors  abroad 
is  one  of  the  great  prerogatives,  if  you  will,  of  our 
Executive  authority  ;  and  we  are,  I  repeat,  about 
to  stimulate  the  President  to  the  creation  of  a 
new,  and,  I  must  be  permitted  to  say,  an  unneces- 
sary embassy — a  diplomatic  agency  to  Greece — 
that  we,  or  our  friends,  may  profit  by  it.  For,  sir, 
it  is  a  matter  of  notoriety  that  all  these  good 
things  are  reserved  for  men  who  either  have 
been,  or  are,  de  facto,  members  of  this,  or  of  the 
other,  House.  No  doubt  we  shall  be  able  to  find 
some  learned  Theban,  or  some  other  Boeotian, 
willing  to  undertake  this  mission — perfectly  wil- 
ling to  live  upon  the  resources  of  the  people,  rather 
than  his  own.  But  then,  said  Mr.  R.,  recurs  the 
old-fashioned  question,  Cui  bono  ?  His  own,  un- 
doubtedly, but  surely  not  that  of  this  nation. 

But,  it  is  urged,  that  we  have  sent  and  received 
Ministers  from  revolutionary  France.  True,  said 
Mr.  R.,  we  have ;  but  what  was  revolutionary 
France?  Our  own  ancient  and  very  good  ally; 
a  substantive  Power,  if  any  such  exist  on  the  con- 
tinent of  Europe,  whose  inde{)endent  existence  no 
one  could  doubt  or  dispute,  unless,  indeed,  the 
disciples  of  Berkeley,  who  deny  that  there  is  any 
such  thing  as  matter.  But,  sir,  have  the  United 
States  always  received  the  Ministers  that  are  sent 
to  them  from  foreign  Powers?  How  long  did 
the  person  who  was  appointed  diplomatic  agent 
here  from  Spain  (Don  Onis)  linger  in  your  anle- 
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chambers  before  he  was  acknowledged?  And  is 
it  said  that  the  situation  of  Greece  approaches 
more  nearly  to  independence  than  that  of  Spain 
when  Don  Onis  came  here  as  her  Minister?  Sir, 
let  these  Greeks  send  a  Minister  to  us,  and  then 
we  will  deliberate  on  the  question  whether  we 
will  accredit  him  or  not.  If,  indeed,  there  was  a 
Minister  of  Greece  knocking  at  the  door  of  the 
President's  antechamber  for  admittance,  and  that 
admittance  was  denied,  the  question  of  Grecian 
independence  would  be  more  legitimately  before 
us ;  but  I  greatly  doubt  if  even  that  case  would 
be  sufficient  to  call  ^  the  interference  of  this 
House. 

But,  Mr.  R.  said,  there  was  one  aspect  of  this 
question  which,  to  him  it  appeared,  ought  to  be 
conclusive  on  the  minds  of  at),  viz :  That  Russia, 
whose  designs  on  Turkey  have  been  unremittingly 
prosecuted  ever  since  the  days  of  Peter  the  Great 
for  more  than  a  century ;  that  Russia,  allied  to 
the  Greeks  in  religious  faith — identified  in  that 
respect ;  that  Russia,  unassailable  territorially,  and 
dividing  with  us  (according  to  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts)  the  dread  and  apprehension  of  the 
Allied  Powers — eren  Russia,  in  "juxtaposition" 
(to  use  the  words  of  the  mover  of  the  resolution) 
to  Turkey — even  Russia  dare  not  more.  But  we, 
who  are  separated  first  by  the  Atlantic  ocean, 
and  then  have  to  traverse  the  Mediterranean  sea 
to  arrive  at  the  seat  of  conflict — we,  at  the  dis- 
tance of  five  thousand  miles,  are  to  interfere  in 
this  quarrel — to  what  purpose?  To  the  advan- 
tage solely  of  this  very  colossal  Power  which  has 
been  held  up  as  the  great  object  of  our  dread,  and 
of  whom  it  is  difficult  to  say  whether  it  is  more 
to  be  dreaded  for  its  physical  force,  or  its  detest- 
able principle. 

Permit  me,  sir,  to  ask  why,  in  the  selection  of 
an  enemy  to  the  doctrines  of  our  Government,  and 
a  party  lo  those  advanced  by  the  Holy  Alliance, 
we  should  fix  ot  Turkey?  She,  at  least,  forms 
no  party  to  that  alliance;  and  I  venture  to  say, 
that,  for  the  last  century,  her  conduct,  in  refer- 
ence to  her  neighbors,  has  Ijeen  much  more  Chris- 
tian than  that  of  all  the  "  Most  Christian,"  "Most 
Catholic,"  or  "  Most  Faithful"  Majesties  of  Eu- 
rope— for  she  has  not  interfered,  as  we  propose  to 
do,  in  the  internal  affairs  of  other  nations. 

But,  sir,  we  have  not  done.  Not  satisfied  with 
attempting  to  support  the  Greeks,  one  world,  like 
that  of  Pyrrhus  or  Alexander,  is  not  sufficient  for 
us.  We  have  yet  another  world  for  exploits  :  we 
are  to  operate  in  a  country  distant  from  us  eighty 
degrees  of  latitude,  and  only  accessible  by  a  cir- 
cumnavigation of  the  globe,  and  to  subdue  which 
we  must  cover  the  Pacific  with  our  ship,  and  the 
tops  of  the  Andes  with  our  soldiers.  Uo  gentle- 
men seriously  reflect  on  the  work  they  have  cut 
out  for  us  ?  Why,  sir,  these  projects  of  ambition 
surpass  those  of  Bonaparte  himself. 

It  has  once  been  said,  of  the  dominions  of  the 
King  of  Spain — thank  God  !  it  can  no  longer  be 
said — that  the  sun  never  set  upon  them.  Sir,  the 
sun  never  sets  on  ambition  like  this :  they  who 
have  once  felt  its  jcorpion  sting  are  never  satisfied 
with  a  limit  less  than  a  circle,  of  our  planet.     I 
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have  heard,  sir,  the  late  corruscation  in  the  heav- 1  abandon  these  proiecu.  Let  us  say  to  those  seven 
ens  attempted  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  return  of  millions  of  Greeks:  "  We  defended  ourselves, 
the  lunar  cycle,  the  moon  having  got  back  into  1  when  we  were  but  three  millions,  against  a  Power, 

in  comparison   to  which   the  Turlc  is    but   as  a 


the  same  relative  position  in  wbtch  she  was  nine 
teen  years  ago.  However  this  may  be,  I  am 
afraid,  sir,  that  she  exerts  too  potent  an  influence 
over  our  legislation,  or  will  have  done  so,  if  we 
agree  to  adopt  the  resolution  on  your  table.  I 
think  about  once  in  seven  or  eight  years,  for  that 
seems  to  be  the  term  of  our  political  cycle,  we  may 
calculate  upon  beholding  some  redoubted  cham- 
pion— like  him  w^  prances  into  Westminster 
Hall,  armed  cap-a-pie,  like  Sir  Somebodv  Dimock, 


lamb.  Go  and  do  thou  likewise.*'  And,  said 
Mr.  R.,  so  with  respect  to  the  Governments  ol 
South  America.  If,  after  having  achieved  their 
independence,  they  have  not  valor  to  maintain  it, 
I  would  not  commit  the  safety  and  independence 
of  this  country  in  such  a  cause.  I  will,  in  both 
these  cases,  pursue  the  same  line  of  conduct  which 
I  have  ever  pursued,  from  the  day  1  took  a  seal  in 
this  House  in  '99  ;  from  which,  without  boasting, 


or. 


at  the  coronation  of  the  British  King,  challenging  ,  I  challenge  any  gentleman  to  tix  upon  me  any 
all  who  dispute  the  title  of  the  Sovereign  to  the  |  colorable  charge  of  departure. 
Crown— coming  into  this  House,  mounted  on  |  The  condition  of  my  strength,  said  Mr.  R., 
•ome  magnificent  project,  such  as  this.  But,  sir,  I  i  rather,  of  my  weakness,  admonishes  me  to  con- 
never  expected,  that,  of  all  places  in  the  world,  i  elude;  but  I  cannot  sit  down  without  remarking, 
(except  Salem,)  a  proposition  like  this  should  have  .  that  the  state  of  the  world  is  at  this  moment  un- 
come  from  Boston  !  I  exampled.     We  are  now  carrying  on  a  piratical 


Sir,  I  am  afraid,  that,  along  with  some  most 
excellent  attributes  and  qualities — the  love  of  lib- 
erty, jury  trial,  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  and  all  the 
blessings  of  free  government,  that  we  have  derived 
from  our  Anglo-Saxon  ancestors,  we  have  got  not 
a  little  of  their  John  Bull,  or  rather  John  Bull  Dog 
spirit — their  readiness  to  fight  for  anybody,  and 
on  any  occasion.  Sir,  England  has  been  for  cen- 
turies the  game  cock  of  Europe.  It  is  impos^ible 
to  specify  the  wars  in  which  she  has  been  engaged 
for  contrary  purposes;  and  she  will,  with  great 
pleasure:^  see  us  take  off  her  shoulders  the  labor  of 


war  against  the  maritime  banditti  of  the  West 
Indies.  The  buccaneers  are  revived.  At  what 
expense  of  life,  of  health,  of  treasure,  that. war  is 
carried  on,  perhaps  every  member  of  this  Commit- 
tee knows  better  than  I^but,  sir,  to  what  may  this 
resolution  lead  ?  To  the  investing  those  banditti, 
and  the  banditti  of  all  the  rest  of  the  world,  with 
formal  commissions,  which  the  maritime  courts 
of  every  country  in  Europe  would  be  bound  to 
respect — and,  said  Mr.  11.,  I  should  not  be  sur- 
prised if  some  of  the  renegadoes,  whom  we  have 
admitted  lo  the  privileges  of  citizens,  or  the  yet 
more  spuriou.s  oflspring  of  our  own  soil,  should 


preserving  the  balance  of  power.     We  find  her 

fighting,  now,  for  the  Q,ueen  of  Hunpary— then.  |  take  those  commissions  to  cruise  against  our  com- 
for  her  inveterate  foe,  the  King  of  Prussia— now  I  merce.  That  such  conduct  would  not  be  without 
at  war  for  the  restoration  of  ttie  Bourbons— and  j  example,  the  records  of  our  courts  will  show. 


now  on  the  eve  of  war  with  them  for  the  liberties 
of  Spain.  These  lines  on  the  subject  were  never 
more  applicable  than  they  have  now  become — 

•'  Now  Europe's  balanced — neither  side  prevails; 
For  nothing's  lelt  in  either  of  the  scales." 

If  we  pursue  the  same  policy,  we  must  travel 
the  same  road,  and  endure  the  same  burdens,  under 
which  England  now  groans.     But,  Mr.  R.  said, 


It  is  not,  then,  the  mere  power  of  Turkey  which 
you  are  to  encounter,  supposing  tliat  you  stop  short 
with  the  original  re.^olution.  But  you  do  not — 
you   go  further — out  of  the  frying  pan  into  the 

tire the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  South 

Carolina  and  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  go  still  further— by  adopting 
which,  you  will  put  the  peace  of  the  nation  into 
peril — and  for  whom  ?     For  a  people  of  whom  we 


elorious  as  such  a  desi<yn  might  be,  a  President  of    know  almost  as  little  as  we  do  about  the  Greeks, 


the  United  States  would,  inliis  apprehension,  oc 
cupy  a  prouder  place  in  history,  who,  when  he 
retires  from  office,  can  say  to  the  people  who 
elected  him,  I  leave  you  without  a  debt,  than  if 
he  bad  fought  as  many  pitched  battles  as  Caesar, 
or  achieved  as  many  naval  victories  as  Nelson. 
And  what,  said  Mr.  R.,  is  debt  ?  In  an  individ- 
ual, it  is  slavery.  It  is  slavery  of  the  worst  sort, 
surpassing  that  of  the  West  India  islands,  for  it 
enslaves  the  mind  as  well  as  it  enslaves  the  body  ; 
and  the  creature  who  can  be  abject  enough  to 
incur  and  to  submit  to  it,  receives  in  that  condition 
of  his  being  an  adequate  punishment.  Of  course, 
Mr.  R.  said,  he  spoke  of  debt,  with  the  exception 
of  unavoidable  misfortune.  He  spoke  of  debt 
caused  by  the  misraanageinent,  by  unwarrantable 
generosity,  by  being  generous  before  being  just. 
Mr.  R.  knew  that  this  sentiment  was  ridiculed  by 
Sheridan,  whose  lamentable   end    was    the  best 


commeatin^ 


upon 


its  truth.     No,   sir.     Let   us 


Can  any  man  in  this  House,  say,  what  even  is  the 
state  of  society  in  Buenos  Ayres — its  moral  con- 
dition, &c.  1 

Let  us  adhere  to  the  policy  laid  down  by  the 
second,  as  well  as  the  first  fuunder  of  our  Republic 

by  him  who  was  the  Camillus,  as  well  as  the 

Romulus,  of  the  infant  stale ; — to  the  policy  of 
peace,  commerce  and  honest  friendship  with  all 
nations,  entangling  alliances  with  none:  for  to 
entangling  alliances  we  must  come,  if  you  once 
embark  in  projects  such  as  this.  And,  with  all 
his  British  predilections,  Mr.  R.said,  he  suspected 
he  should,  whenever  that  question  should  present 
itself,  resist  as  strongly  an  alliance  with  Great 
Britain  as  with  any  other  Power.  We  were  sent 
here,  he  said,  to  attend  to  the  preservation  of  the 
peace  of  this  country,  and  not  to  be  ready,  on  all 
occasions,  to  go  to  war  whenever  any  thing  like 
what  in  common  parlance  is  termed  a  turn  up 
takes  place  in  Europe. 
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These,  sir,  said  Mr.  R.,  are  some  of  the  views 
which  I  have  taken  of  the  subject.  There  are 
other  views  of  it  which  I  might  take,  but  from 
which  I  abstain  (I  may  be  permitted  to  say)  out 
of  self-respect,  as  well  as  Irom  respect  for  this 
Committee. 

I  can,  however,  assure  the  Committee,  for  one, 
that  the  public  burdens  on  those  whom  I  repre- 
sent here,  (though  they  are  certainly  better  off 
than  those  to  the  north  and  the  west  of  them — 
that  is,  till  you  come  to  the  favored  States,  where 
the  interest  of  the  public  debt  is  paid,  and  where 
almost  all  the  public  moneys  are  disbursed,)  are 
greater  than  they  can  bear,  because  their  pri- 
Tate  engagements  are  greater  than  they  can  dis- 
charge; and  if  this  is  not  a  self-evident  proposi- 
tion, I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  what  can  be  such. 
And  this  universal  distress  in  the  country  has 
been  the  effect  of  freaks  of  legislation.  I  do  not 
deny  but  there  may  be  some  who  have  drawn 
great  prizes  in  the  lottery,  but  that  is  not  the  case 
with  the  great  mass  of  the  nation.  And  what  is 
this  scheme  but  a  lottery  ?  If  it  should  end  in 
war,  there  will  be  more  great  prizes  to  be  drawn  ; 
but  It  will  be  for  me,  those  whom  I  represent,  to 
pay  them.  1  have  been  acquainted  with  my  con- 
stituents a  long  time  to  little  purpose,  and  have 
greatly  mistaken  their  disposition  and  present 
temper  of  mind,  if  they  are  in  any  such  "  melting 
mood."  The  freaks  of  legislation  to  which  I  have 
referred,  the  vast  expenditures  which  begot  the 
necessities  for  over-issues  of  paper  money — that 
system,  compared  with  which  all  the  evils  of  Pan- 
dora's box  are  blessings — have  brought  both  Eng- 
land and  America  to  this  distress.  The  two  cases 
are  strictly  parallel — they  run  on  all  fours — and, 
if  this  resolution  be  adopted,  not  merely  similar, 
but  yet  more  disastrous  consequences  will  ensue. 

I  shall  then,  said  Mr.  R.,  return  to  my  constit- 
uents without  the  least  alarm  in  regard  to  this 
question.  Unless,  indeed,  I,  and  those  who  in 
this  case  think  with  me,  have  reason  to  fear  that 
our  constituents  will  award  us  merited  censure 
for  not  having  better  supported  the  cause  we  ad- 
vocate. Unless  on  this  account,  I  cherish  not  the 
least  doubt  that  when  I,  for  one,  go  back  to  those 
that  sent  me  here,  I  shall  be  greeted  with  their 
honest,  open  countenances,  and  gratulating  hands. 
There  has  not  been  a  question,  since  I  have  been 
a  member  of  this  House,  on  which  my  opinion 
has  been  more  clear  than  on  this — no,  not  even 
in  the  case  of  the  sedition  law. 

What,  said  Mr.  R.,  is  our  situation  ?  We  are 
absolutely  combatting  shadows.  The  gentleman 
would  have  us  to  believe  his  resolution  is  all  but 
nothing  ;  yet  again  it  is  to  prove  omnipotent,  and 
fills  the  whole  globe  with  its  influence.  Either  it 
is  nothing,  or  it  is  something.  If  it  is  nothing, 
let  us  lay  it  on  the  table,  and  have  done  with  it  at 
once;  but,  if  it  is  that  something  which  it  has 
been  on  the  other  hand  represented  to  be,  let  us 
beware  how  we  touch  it.  For  my  part,  I  would 
sooner  put  the  shirt  of  Nessus  on  my  back,  than 
sanction  these  doctrines — doctrines  such  as  1  never 
heard  from  my  boyhood  till  now.  They  so  the 
whole  length.     If  they  prevail,  there  are  no  longer 


any  Pyrenees — every  bulwark  and  barrier  of  the 
Constitution  is  broken  down  ;  it  is  become  taimUi 
rasa — a  carte  blanche,  for  every  one  lo  scribble  on 
it  what  he  pleases. 

Mr.  Webster  then  rose.  He  said  he  had  not 
the  least  desire  to  trespass  again  on  the  indulgence 
of  the  Committee ;  his  object  was  to  ask  its  atten- 
tion to  a  short  reply  to  the  objections  which  had 
been  urged  against  his  proposition.  The  basis  of 
all  fair  argument,  in  all  assemblies  which  wish  to 
conduct  their  minds  to  a  fair  and  just  result,  is  to 
form  for  themselves  a  clear  understanding  of  the 
grouiids  on  which  the  question  rests,  and  of  the 
true  nature  of  the  subject  in  controversy.  He 
held  Oiat  as  a  right  to  which  every  public  measure, 
proposed  in  any  public  body,  was  entitled ;  and  it 
was  the  last  right  which  he  would  be  disposed  to 
abandon  in  that  House  or  elsewhere.  He  was  the 
more  earnest  to  state  these  objections,  and  remark 
upon  them  singly,  because  he  felt  that  (not  from 
design,  probably,  but  from  some  inattention  or 
misapprehension)  a  character  had  been  attributed 
to  his  resolution,  which  had  no  more  to  do  with 
it  than  any  two  things  which  were  the  most  for- 
eign from  each  other.  If  the  debates  on  this  oc- 
casion had  gone  forth  to  the  world,  separate  from 
the  resolution  itself,  it  might  have  been  conceived 
that  he  had  proposed  a  subsidy,  an  alliance,  or  a 
direct  war,  in  favor  of  the  Greeks.  His  intention 
was,  now,  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Committee 
back  to  the  real  question  before  it.  What  that  . 
question  was.  he  would,  by  the  blessing  of  God, 
now  set  forth  to  the  Committee  and  to  the  coun- 
try. 

The  honorable  member  from  New  York  near 
me,  commenced  by  saying  that  the  resolution,  as 
its  advocates  explained  it,  contained  a  guarantee 
of  liberty  to  all  the  nations  of  the  earth.     And 
where  does  he  derive  his  authority  for  such  decla- 
ration ?     No  such  guarantee  is  lo  be  found  upon 
the  face  of  the  resolution.     No  one  that  is  in  fa- 
vor of  its  adoption,   has   said   any  such   thing. 
When  such  an  assertion  is  made,  the  premises 
upon  which  it  is  founded  should  be  clearly  stated. 
What  is  there  in  any  one  word  of  the  resolution 
that  leads  to  such  a  charge  ?     If  such  an  infer- 
ence can,  by  any  means,  be  drawn  from  it,  let  us 
hear  the  argument  by  which  it  is  to  be  effected  ; 
but  first  to  assume  such  premises,  and  then  to 
argue  from  them,  is  it  fair,  is  it  correct?    Mr. 
W.  said  he  knew  that,  in  combatting  any  propo- 
sition, it  was  a  natural  effort  of  debate  to  exag- 
gerate what  is  opposed,  and  to  set  forth  objections 
in  strong  terms.     He  only  asked,  on  the  present 
occasion,  that  the  measure  he  had  proposed  should 
be  treated  with  common  candor,  and  that  gentle- 
men would  not  ingraft  the  fictions  of  their  own 
imagination  upon   his  resolution,  and  then  argue 
as  if  it  contained  a  declaration  of  war,  then  to  go 
to  work  most  valorously  against  the  man  of  straw, 
which  themselves  had  formed.     If  any  gentleman 
wishes  to  oppose  some  resolution  which  be  has 
formed  to  his  own  fancy,  with  all  my  heart ;  but 
if  he  speaks  to  this,  let  him  speak  to  this. 

Mr.  W.  said,  if  he  understood  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  correctly,  he  had  advanced  three 
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objections  to  the  resolution.  In  the  first  place,  he 
had  doubts  as  to  its  constitutionality  ;  in  the  sec- 
ond place,  he  entertained  a  pretty  deep  suspicion 
that  the  Greeks  would  not  establish  a  free  govern- 
ment: that  they  would  have  some  little  Emperor 
of  their  own,  some  successor  to,  the  Byzantian 
Kings,  to  reign  over  them  ;  and  next,  the  gentle- 
man quotes  Grotius,  to  prove,  that  sendmg  an 
agent  to  revolted  colonies,  is  an  act  of  open  hos- 
tility against  the  mother  country.  I  do  not  recol- 
lect any  thing  else — oh  yes  !  he  has  also  attempted 
to  prove  by  tne  patent  laws,  that  we  owe  nothing 
to  the  modern  Greeks,  for  Homer,  Hesiod,  Thucy- 
dides,  and  other  great  names  of  ancient  times — and 
I  must  do  the  gentleman  the  justice  to  say,  that 
he  has  very  fully  established  that  point  from  the 
patent  law. 

My  honorable  friend  from  New  Hampshire,  who 
is  the  last  man  to  whom  I  would  impute  any  thing 
unfair,  said  Mr.  W.,  has  indulged  himself  in  some- 
what loose  statements  in  his  opposition.  He  has 
spoken  of  the  resolution  as  the  fiUcrum,  by  means 
of  which  the  world  is  to  be  moved.  He  has  sup- 
posed that  it  was  a  flaming  sword  intended  to 
guard  the  paradise  of  Greece  against  the  power  of 
the  Ottoman.  But,  sir,  who  says  so  ?  No  words 
like  these  have  fallen  from  my  mouth — nothing 
to  authorize  such  a  supposition  is  to  be  found  in 
the  resolution.  He  asks,  if  it  can  be  supposed  that 
this  measure  is  to  work  all  the  wonders  which  its 
advocates  suggest  ?  Sir,  I  have  not  suggested  any 
wonders — I  have  never  presumed  that  it  would 
perform  any  miracles.  I  think  it  a  proper  mea- 
sure, and  that  it  will  do  some  good — but  I  expect 
nothing  miraculous  from  it.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber has  spoken  in  the  same  strain  as  others,  against 
my  proposition.  And  really,  sir.  if  Cervantes  had 
never  lived,  there  would  have  been  a  plentiful  lack 
of  topics  in  this  debate.  Gentlemen  have  spoken 
of  running  tilts,  and  of  some  crusade  to  be  entered 
into.  Really,  sir,  I  have  not  sufficient  perspicacity 
and  penetration,  my  brain  is  too  dull,  to  catch  all 
the  ten  thousand  inferences  gentlemen  choose  to 
draw  from  my  resolution.  If  there  is  any  thing 
extravagant  in  the  proposition,  let  it  be  shown  that 
there  is,  by  fair  argument.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man from  New  Hampshire  imputes  to  me  an  in- 
tention of  "running  tilts  with  windmills."  Sir, 
there  is  not  much  in  this  remark — and  yet,  there 
may  be  something  in  it  too.  It  is  my  duty,  I  know, 
to  encounter  whatever  opposition  may  meet  me  on 
this  subject;  and,  sir,  it  I  should  happen,  in  my 
course,  to  meet  with  a  iciml — mill,  why,  sir,  I  must 
take  a  tilt  with  it,  whether  it  be  large  or  small, 
unless,  indeed,  I  should  conclude  to  have  a  little 
patience,  and  to  wait  a  while,  till  the  motion  and 
the  noise  shall  die  of  themselves,  for  a  slight  puff 
is  generally  soon  over. 

Sir,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  has  said,  if 
this  proposition  is  not  aid  it  is  nothing. 

I  hold,  sir,  that  there  is  no  aid  to  Greece  pro- 
posed by  this  resolution,  either  in  a  pecuniary,  sub- 
sidiary, or  belligerent  point  of  view ;  and  yet  there 
will  be  something  useful  in  it  to  their  cause.  If  this 
is  BOC  maintained,  I  do  not,  of  course,  expect  that 
the  resolution  will  be  adopted.     Sir,  it  is  something 


more  than  nothing.  I  am  as  little  inclined  to  deal 
in  nonenities  as  any  man.  The  proposition  cannot 
be  what  it  has  been  represented  to  be,  or  it  is  one 
of  the  most  magnificent  and  terrific  nothings  upon 
earth.  It  proposes,  indeed,  nothing  against  the 
Turks.  I  defy  gentlemen  to  point  to  the  word  in 
the  resolution,  that  can  bear  that  construction. 
Nor  has  any  thing  fallen  from  me  to  authorize  it. 
The  gentleman  has  said,  that  the  Greeks  are  noth- 
ing but  a  set  of  poor  oppressed  slaves — intelligent, 
I  if  you  will,  intellectual,  refined,  and  in  some  cases 
rich — yet  nothing  but  staves.  Sir,  if,  with  their 
intelligence,  if  with  their  numbers,  if  with  their 
education,  (such  as  it  is,)  they  were  not  slaves, 
they  would  hold  your  sympathy  much  cheaper 
than  they  now  do.  The  remarks  in  opposition 
tend  to  make  this  measure  propose  what  it  never 
did  propose,  and  to  make  those  who  support  it  say 
what  they  never  have  said. 

One  word  to  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi. 
It  appears  to  me,  sir,  that  his  argument  is  not 
quite  consistent.  He  says  that  this  resolution  is 
too  cold  an  expression  against  the  principles  acted 
upon  by  the  Holy  Alliance;  and  yet  he  thinks  it 
may  bring  us  into  a  war  with  them.  Now,  sir, 
both  these  remarks  cannot  be  well  founded. 

Mr.  Rankin  explained. 

Mr.  Webster  said,  it  was  not  his  intention  to 
misrepresent  the  gentleman.  But,  sir,  a  gentle- 
man from  Georgia,  for  whom  I  entertain  great 
respect,  in  the  remarks  he  made  yesterday,  seems, 
in  my  apprehension,  to  have  taken  for  granted 
what  is  in  dispute ;  he  said,  that  it  is  conceded  that 
this  subject  had  originated  altogether  in  feeling. 
And  pray,  sir,  said  Mr.  W.,  who  conceded  this? 
I  say,  if  not  so  many  as  ten  persons  had  uttered  a 
word  in  favor  of  the  Greeks,  and  1  had  entertained 
the  same  opinion  that  I  do  now  entertain,  of  the 
principles  advanced  by  the  Allies,  and  their  dan- 
ger to  free  Governments,  I  should  have  deemed  it 
my  duty  to  bring  the  subject  before  this  House. 
Even  if  the  people  concerned  in  it  had  been  situa- 
ted, as  the  gentleman  yesterday  put  a  case,  in  the 
Philippine  Isles,  I  should  have  moved  the  same  re- 
solution, and  should  have  supported  it  on  the  same 
principles. 

The  general  objection  which  has  been  urged 
against  it,  is,  that  its  scope  is  dangerous — that  it 
leads  to  war.  But  one  extreme  inference  which 
was  yesterday  drawn  from  as  extreme  a  case,  sir, 
made  me  feel  shocked,  to  trembling,  at  the  con- 
sequences of  my  own  measure.  The  gentleman, 
after  ably  and  very  truly  stating  the  difference  of 
facility  in  going  to  war,  between  a  Republic  and 
a  Monarchy,  was  not  satisfied  with  the  cry  of 
^'"beUa^horridabella-^ — but  he  stated  a  case,  which  al- 
most made  me  wish  myselfoutof  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives— and  which  assuredly  would  make  me 
wish  my  proposition  out  of  it.  He  says,  we  shall  be 
compelled,  in  consequence  of  passing  this  resolu- 
tion, to  send  all  our  public  vessels  to  the  Mediter- 
ranean— that  we  shall  next  get  into  a  quarrel  with 
Great  Britain,  and  that  she  will  send  her  fleet,  and 
hermetically  seal  us  up  in  this  Mediterranean  bot- 
tle, and  that  then  there  will  be  cutting  and  slashing, 
running,  and  taking,  and  we  shall  be  thrown  back  a 
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whole  century.  I  mention  this  to  show  the  effects  of 
a  fervid  imagination,  in  perverting  a  proposition 
which  means  only  peace  and  law. 

The  honorable  gentleman   from  Virginia,  who 
has  spoken  this  morning,  like  a  skilful  and  expe- 


men  to  call  back  their  attention  to  the  real  ques- 
tion ;  as  no  object  on  earth,  in  relation  to  this  sub- 
ject, is  so  dear  to  me  as  to  have  it  fairly  under- 
stood that  at  least  my  own  vote  mav  rest  on  my 
own  resolution  and  my  own  principles.  As  to  its 
rienced  public  man,  has^endeavored  to  do,  (what  j  ultimate  fate,  every  gentleman  will,  of  course,  de- 
certainly  he  has  a  perfect  right  to  do.)  to  refute  j  termine  for  himself.  I  shall  be  satisfied  with  the 
me  out  of  my  own  mouth.  He  has  said  that  Puf-  '  result,  provided  I  have  an  opportunity  to  make 
fendorff  is  against  me;  that  if  it  is  supererogatory  myself  clearly  understood.  What,  then,  is  the 
to  make  declarations  and  stipulations  to  do  only  i  question?  At  the  commencement  of  the  session, 
-what  It  is  a  plamand  acknowledged  duty  to  do,  j  the  President,  in  his  Message  to  Congress,  called 
and  if  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  States  will  always  our  attention  somewhat  particularly  to  the  strug- 
do  their  duty,  why  may  not  the  Greeks  presume  !  gle  in  which  the  Greeks  were  engaged  to  main- 
that,  when  the  proper  time  arrived,  we  should  do  i  tain  their  freedom.  He  had  taken  a  similar  no- 
cur  duty  towards  them?  Undoubtedly.  They  i  tice  of  that  people,  in  his  Message,  the  year  before, 
are  bound  to  presume  so.  They  will  presume  so.  '  He  now  ^presses  his  opinion  very  strongly  on 
And  therefore,  at  this  yery  time,  they  will  pre-  I  the  subject.  He  remarks  that  the  sympathy  of 
sumethatwe  shall  do  something.  But  what  shall  I  the  whole  civilized  world  is  excited  in  their  be- 
we  do,  it  not  some  act  very  like  that  v^hich  is  now  '  half;  and  he  expresses  his  strong  conviction  that 
proposed  to  the  House?  ]  the  dominion  of  the  Turks  over  them  is  lost  for- 

The  cenileman  says  we  shall  be  bound,  upon  ever.  Now,  if  it  were  customary  to  return  an 
the  principle  of  this  resolution,  to  undertake  to  aid  answer  to  the  Message,  we  surely  should  not  ra- 
the Canadians;  but  this  inference  goes  on  the  '  frain  from  expressing  the  opinion  of  the  House  on 
f  resumption  that  he  has  truly  stated  that  principle.  I  this  subject.  This  brings  us,  then,  to  the  very 
f  we  were,  indeed,  about  to  proclaim  ourselves  i  pith  of  the  question,  which  after  all  is,  whether  it 
guardians  of  universal  liberty,  his  inference  would  is  fit  for  this  House  to  express  any  opinion  what- 
be  a  fair  and  true  one;  but,  I  ask  him  to  draw  his  |  ever  in  the  matter.  No  man  can  meet  me,  and 
inferences  from  no  man's  commentary,  but  to  let  I  prove  that  the  Government  is  not  already  com- 
the  resolution  speak  lor  itself.  The  gentleman  j  mitted  upon  it.  The  President  is  the  executive 
has  attributed  to  me  a  remark,  which  I  do  not  organ  of  the  Government ;  he  is  charged  with  the 
recollect  to  have  made,  in  relation  to  the  Greeks  ;  foreign  relations  of  the  country ;  he  is  the  organ 
being  held  by  the  Turks  as  their  property.  j  of  the  nation,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  safety  of  its 

Mr.  Ranoolph  rose,  arid,  in  explanation,  read  !  concerns  abroad.     Many  things  pass  the  House, 


a  passage  from  Mr.  Webster's  speech,  as  report- 
ed in  the  National  Intelligencer. 

Mr.  Webster  said  that  he  had  not   had  time. 


in  the  shape  of  resolutions,  upon  which  it  would 
not  become  the  Executive  to  express  an  opinion  ; 
and  the  real  question  is,  whether  this  House  has 


since  the  commencement  of  this  discussion,  to  the  right  to  have  an  opinion,  and  to  express  it,  on 
look  over  the  printed  report  of  his  remarks  on  the  '  this  subject?  I  submit  to  the  gentleman  from 
subject.  He  probably  might  have  used  the  ex-  j  Virginia  whether  it  is  not  proper,  whether  it  is 
pression  attributed  to  him.  If  he  did,  he  meant  |  not  the  good  old  practice,  that  the  popular  branch 
no  improper  allusion  by  it.  He  only  meant  to  I  of  the  Government  should,  on  certain  occasions, 
convey  the  idea  of  their  servitude;  that  it  had  !  express  opinions  on  matters  which  do  not  come 
been  the  policy  of  their  conquerors  never  to  con-  ;  before  them  as  direct  subjects  of  legislation  ?  Is 
sider  them  upon  tcrmsof  equality ;  never  to  adopt  i  there  a  single  member  who  can  doubt  that,  if  the 
them  as  subjects,  but  to  treat  them  and  their  chil-    House  had  returned  an  answer  to  the  President's 


dren  as  ransomed  captives;  that  the  Greeks  were 
compelled  to  pay  a  ransom,  from  year  to  year,  as 
a  price  for  the  privilege  of  living.  The  gentle- 
man cannot  suppose,  said  Mr.  W.,  that  I  intended 
to  compare  them  with  any  property  held  within 
the  United  Stales;  on  the  contrary,  I  feel  quite 
sorry  to  have  given  the  least  occasion  to  suppose 
that  an  allusion  of  that  kind  was  intended. 

It  has  been  objected  that  the  resolution   is  in 


Message,  it  would  have  contained  something  like 
this  language:  "W^e  participate  in  your  sympathy 
'  in  behalf  of  the  Greeks.  You  will  exercise  your 
'  discretion  as  to  the  propriety  of  sending  an  agent 
'  to  that  people;  and,  if  it  should  be  thought  pro- 
'  per  to  send  one,  we  shall  make  the  necessary  ap- 
'  propriation  when  the  proper  time  comes." 

We  now  propose  to  express  this  same  general 
opinion   by  resolution.     The  only  difference,  in 


effect  an  injunction,  or,  at  least  a  stimulus,  to  the  j  expressing  the  opinion  by  resolution,  or  by  direct 
Executive,  to  send  a  Minister.  But  the  resolution  reply,  is  this — that  resolutions  usually  have  refer- 
does  not  say  a  word  oi  any  attempt  to  hasten  the  ence  to  some  measure  which  is  to  follow ;  whereas, 
appointment;  it  leaves  that  appointment  to  be  '  in  an  address  or  reply,  opinions  may  be  expressed 
made  when  the  President  shall  consider  it  proper  1  in  a  more  abstract  manner.    I  think,  sir,  this  sub- 


and  expedient ;  and,  as  to  profitable  consequences, 
I,  at  least,  stand  pretty  clear.  The  gentleman 
from  Virginia  knows  full  well,  sir,  that  I  can  have 
nothing  to  do  either  with  the  stimulus  or  with  the 
reward  to  which  he  has  alluded. 

But,  sir,  1  do  not  wish  to  take  up  too  much  lime 
of  the  Committee,  and  will  proceed  to  ask  gentle- 


ject  is  of  sufficient  importance  to  warrant  an  ex- 
pression of  the  opinion  of  this  House.  Yet  it  is 
not  merely,  or  principally,  for  the  sake  of  the 
Greeks  that  I  introduced  it.  The  history  of  Greece, 
for  the  last  five  years,  fully  shows  the  application 
of  the  principles  acted  upon  by  the  Allied  Powers. 
This  evidence  of  those  principles  seems  to  render 
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it  proper  that  we  should  express  our  concurrence 
with  the  Executive  in  the  expression  he  made  of 
principles  directly  the  reverse.  The  abandon- 
ment of  Greece  is  another  proof  of  the  change  of 
national  policy  instituted  by  the  Allies.  They 
have  certainly  started  a  new  principle,  which 
they  hold  to  be  a  part  of  the  law  of  the  civilized 
world.  Now,  if  we  hold  so  too,  let  us  not  say  a 
word  on  the  subject.  But  if  we  think  the  opera- 
tion of  their  present  policy  is  hostile  to  the  true 
principles  of  liberty,  and  if  we  consider  the  opin- 
ion of  the  House  of  Representatives  as  worthy  of 
any  regard,  let  us  express  that  opinion. 

The  Allies  have  brought  their  power  to  bear 
directly  upon  the  Greek  "cause.  They  tell  us,  in 
terms,  that  they  would  act  in  her  aid  on  princi- 
ples of  their  own  national  interest ;  but  that  the 
general  principle  of  suppressing  all  revolutionary 
movements  overcomes  all  considerations  of  pri- 
vate interest,  and  they  therefore  abstain  from  all 
aid.  Here,  then,  is  a  practical  application  of  their 
new  principle ;  and  it  is  because  of  the  applica- 
tion of  this  principle  that  I  have  asked  the  House 
to  express  its  opinion  upon  it;  and  I  doubt  not, 
that,  in  the  Courts  of  the  Allied  Powers,  opinions 
will  be  expressed  discountenancing  this  attempt 
of  the  Greeks  against  the  Turkish  Government. 
So  that  the  question  seems  to  resolve  itself  into  a 
proposition  to  consider  whether  we  will  give  cur- 
rency to  the  doctrines  of  the  Alliance,  by  our  ac- 
quiescence in  them.  This  resolution,  therefore, 
cannot  be  considered  as  nugatory  and  idle;  it 
will  show  our  opinion  of  the  operation  of  those 
principles  upon  human  happiness.  And  now  I 
ask,  sir,  if  it  is  not  of  some  importance,  after 
the  President  and  the  Secretary  of  Slate  have 
thought  proper  to  express  their  opinions  on  the 
subject,  that  this  House  should  make  a  similar 
expression  ? 

I  think  the  passage  of  the  resolution  can  have 
no  effect  for  evil,  while  it  will  have  much  for  good. 
It  is  said  that  it  will  produce  war.  I  ask  how  ? 
How  is  it  to  produce  war  ?  No  one  pretends  that 
there  is  any  just  cause  of  war  contained  in  it. 
Even  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  who  has 
read  Grotius  so  recently,  has  not  shown  any  cause 
for  war.  But  it  is  said  that,  whether  there  is  cause 
or  not,  offence  will  be  taken  by  the  Allies;  that 
they  have  one  system,  and  we  another  ;  and  that 
they  will  express  an  opinion  the  reverse  of  that 
contained  in  the  resolution.  And  let  them,  sir, 
with  all  my  heart ;  but  is  this  war,  sir  ?  Yet 
still  we  hear  nothing  but  war,  war — ^'■Anrut  vi- 
rum^rie  caiio.^^  We  must  do  nothing  they  dislike, 
for  fear  of  war.  But,  sir,  if  you  once  let  them 
understand  this  is  to  be  your  rule  of  proceeding, 
take  my  word  for  it,  they  will  soon  tell  vou  of  a 
CTeat  many  things  they  do  not  like;  and  if  you  re- 
fuse this  resolution  on  that  ground,  you  will  have 
seta  precedent  from  which  you  cannot  consistently 
escape. 

As  to  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina,  1  think  the  Committee 
will  be  satisfied  that  if  my  proposition  has  a  ten- 
dency to  excite  the  anger  of  the  allied  Powers, 
his  amendment  is,  on  that  score,  much  more  dan- 


gerous. There  appears  to  be  some  incongruity  be- 
tween the  gentleman's  argument  and  his  resolu- 
tion. He  has  told  you  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
Legislature  to  be  stern  and  inflexible,  and  not  to 
yield  to  feelings  of  sympathy  ;  and,  at  the  >ame 
time,  he  has  proposed  a  resolution  which  expresses 
nothing  but  sympathy. 

Suppose  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
were  himself  a  representative  of  this  Government, 
at  the  Court  of  Russia  ;  and,  after  the  adoption  of 
his  amendment,  he  were  met  by  Pozzi  Di  Borgo, 
who  should  say  to  him,  ''  1  perceive  by  your  papers 
that  a  string  of  resolutions  have  passed  in  your 
House  of  Representative,  expressive  of  their  warm 
sympathy  in  the  cause  of  the  Greeks,  and  against 
the  principles  of  national  policy  laid  down  by  the 
Holy  Alliance.  You  seem  all  to  be  running 
Greek  mad — why,  sir,  don't  you  know  that  those 
Greeks  are  nothing  but  a  pack  of  rebels  to  their 
sovereign,  who  have  been  throwing  a  firebrand 
into  the  midst  of  the  Ottoman  empire?  What, 
pray,  have  vou  to  do  with  them,  and  what  will 
this  lead  to)"  What  would  be  his  anwer  ?  De- 
ny the  charge  he  could  not — there  are  the  very 
words  produced  against  him.  But  if  my  resolu- 
tion were  adopted,  his  answer  would  be  obvious 
enough.  He  would  say,  "  the  President  had  in- 
formed us,  at  the  opening  of  the  session  of  Con- 
gress, that  a  new  State  was  rising  up,  in  the  Med- 
iterranean sea — that  they  had  succeeded  in  throw- 
ing off  the  government  of  the  Turks,  and  in  ren- 
dering themselves  indejj)endent.  The  House  of 
Representatives  felt  interested  to  inquire  into  the 
subject,  and  had  merely  authorized  the  President 
to  send  an  agent,  for  that  purpose,  when  he  should 
think  proper,  and  that  the  House  would  make  the 
necessary  appropriation."  Perhaps,  sir,  it  arises 
from  self  love,  but  I  had  certainly  rather,  in  such 
circumstances,  undertake  to  defend  my  proposition, 
than  that  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina. 

Does  this  resolution  hasten  the  exercise  of  the 
duties  of  the  President  ?  Will  he  say  that  his  dis- 
cretion was  hurried  and  that  now  he  is  bound  to 
send  an  agent,  at  all  events  ?  No,  sir.  We  leave 
the  subject  where  we  found  it,  in  respect  to  the 
time,  the  place,  the  instructions,  and  the  character 
of  the  agent  to  be  sent.  He  may  send  a  private 
messenger,  if  he  chooses.  It  has  been  said,  that, 
if  a  public  agent  is  sent,  he  might  possibly  meet 
the  Turkish  sabre ;  he  may  go  as  a  private  citizen, 
and  afterwards  be  accredited  when  proper.  He 
need  not  be  a  public  agent.  The  nature  of  the 
agency,  and  every  thing  relating  to  it,  is  left  to 
the  discretion  of  the  President;  and  there  I  wish 
to  leave  it. 

I  must  insist  upon  it,  sir.  that  there  is  no  cause 
whatever  for  the  anti-pacific  character  that  has 
been  attributed  to  the  resolution  ;  and  that  it  does 
not,  in  the  least,  hasten  the  exercise  of  power  by 
the  Executive.  It  comes,  then,  to  this  question 
at  last,  whether  it  is  proper  for  the  House  to  en- 
tertain, and  express,  an  opinion,  in  relation  to  the 
new  and  dangerous  doctrines  set  up  as  public 
law  in  Europe.  1  will  trouble  the  Committee  no 
longer.     I  regret  that  this  case  has  not  fallen  into 
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other  hands  and  can  only  say  (and  the  House  will    House?   Has  he  not  considered  the  subject?    His 
understand  to  what  I  allude)  that,  in  the  little  ex-  !  Message  proves  that  he  has.     And  why,  then,  has 


perience  I  have  had  in  public  life,  I  have  never 
supposed  that  my  personal  influence  could  affect 
any  man's  vote  in  favor  of  a  cause  I  advocated, 
and  I  certainly  have  no  reason  to  believe  that  the 
support  I  have  given  to  this  proposition  will,  on 
this  occasion,  have  the  opposite  tendency. 


he  not  recommended  the  course  which  is  now  pro- 
posed to  be  pursued  ?  He  has  still  an  opportunity 
to  do  so  during  the  present  session.  Why  should 
we  interfere  with  the  duties  of  the  President? 
Why  step  out  of  our  own  path  into  his?  Sup- 
pose it  should  happen  that  gentlemen  who  oppose 


Mr.  Fuller  differed  from  his  honorable  col-  i  this  measure  are  right.  Suppose  the  Turk  should 
league  on  this  question.  I  think,  said  Mr.  F.,  j  let  loose  upon  our  commerce  the  Barbary  Powers, 
that  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  South  '  over  which  he  exercises  his  control— suppose  they 
Carolina  is  a  very  harmless  one,  as  it  amounts  to  should  make  an  immediate  attack  upon  that  trade 
nothing;  and  it  is,  therefore,  of  such  a  character  1  which  the  honorable  member  from  Kentucky  has 
that  the  House  ought  not  to  be  engaged  in  dis-  called  "a  miserable  invoice  of  figs  and  opium." 
cussing  it;  and  yet,  negative  as  I  view  it,  I  prefer  j  If  this  trade  is  really  so  inconsiderable,  why  have 
it  to  the  absolute  mischief  which  I  believe  would  |  we  now  a  squadron  engaged  in  the  protection  of  it? 
result  from  the  original  resolution.  The  gentle-  Sir,  that  trade  is  highlv  important.  And  if  the 
man  asks  how  this  resolution,  which  merely  pro-  ;  Barbary  Powers  should  threaten  its  destruction, 
vides  for  the  appointment  of  a  commissioner,  can  shall  we  not  find  it  necessary  to  repress  such  an 
produce  such  events  as  have  been  anticipated  |  attempt,  whatever  expense  may  be  incurred? 
from  it.  I  will  endeavor  to  demonstrate  that  |  Even  if  it  were  to  double  our  present  debt,  we 
these  consequences  may  result  from  the  adoption    should  be  bound  to  do  it 


of  this  measure,  because  such  evidence  is  neces- 
sary upon  the  threshold  of  the  argutnent.     If  we 


I  think,  then,  sir,  it  is  our  duty  to  leave  the  re- 
sponsibility of  this  act  where  the  Constitution 


send  an  agent,  he  cannot  be  an  ordinary  agent,  places  it,  in  the  hands  of  the  President.  When 
He  will  be  known  as  our  public  agent,  in  all  Eu-  i  he  makes  a  communication,  suggesting  the  pro- 
rope,  and  it  will  be  so  explained  to  the  Grand  priety  of  such  a  measure,  it  will  be  time  enough 
Seignior;  whether  you  call  him  minister,  ambas-  for  Congress  to  take  the  business  in  hand.  By 
sador,  envoy,  or  by  any  other  name.  He  will  not  I  this  course,  we  shall  stand  exculpated  to  our  TSon- 
be  the  inoffensive,  innocuous  agent  which  has  \  stituents.  Then  it  cannot  be  said  that  the  Eigh- 
been  spoken  of.  Does  not  every  man  know  that  teenth  Congress  has  seen  fit  to  step  out  of  its  pro- 
the  President  has  already  the  power  to  send  an  per  sphere,  to  interfere  with  the  foreign  relations 
a<»ent?  What  necessity  is  there  for  the  interposi-  j  of  the  country— to  tell  the  President  he  is  too 
tion  of  Congress,  and  for  a  week's  debate  upon  !  slow  in  the  performance  of  his  duty— that  he  does 
the  subject?  All  this  would  tend  to  show,  and  not  regard  the  interests  of  the  nation.  Some  geri- 
Europe  could  have  no  other  conviction,  than  that  tlemen  have  remarked  that  the  opposition  to  this 
the  United  States  were  sending  a  minister  of  the  resolution  shows  a  distrust  of  the  President— be- 
highest  <Trade;  not,  possibly,  with  the  same  salary  :  cause  it  merely  proposes  to  leave  the  exercise  of 
and  out^ts,  but  clothed  with  full  and  ample  pow-  this  power  in  his  discretion.  But  will  it  not  be 
ers.  We  know  well  enough  that  it  is  considered  ;  taken  to  enjoin  upon  him  the  appointment  of  a 
by  all  the  nations  of  Europe  that,  sending  a  min-  '  minister— and  will  he  not  incur  the  reproaches  of 
ister^o  provinces  which  have  set  up  for  themselves,  '  some,  perhaps  inconsiderate,  men,  if  he  does  not 


ister^-lo  provi 

in  opposition  to  the  mother  country,  is  a  just  cause 
of  war.^J  I  think  1  can  convince  my  honorable  j 
colleague,  who  has  professed  his  readiness  to  rea-  j 
son  ffoni  the  head,  rather  than  the  heart,  that  it 
will  have  the  appearance  of  such  an  offensive  act.  ; 
Are  we  to  expect  the  Grand  Seignior  to  draw  any 
conclusions  in  our  favor,  by  making  nice  distinc- 
tions in  regard  to  the  character  of  our  agent  ?    He 
will  consider  him  as  an  authorized  minister  from 
the  Government,  and  he  will  have  a  right  so  to 
consider  him. 

But,  if  we  are  prepared  for  this  measure,  this  is 
not  the  mode  in  which  it  should  originate.  It  is 
admitted,  on  all  sides,  that  the  President  is  the 
centre  of  all  information,  in  regard  to  the  foreign 
relations  of  the  country;  and  consequently  we  re- 
quire, when  it  is  necessary,  that  he  should  give 
information  to  Congress  upon  subjects  relating  to 
our  foreign  affairs.  This  has  always  been  the 
course  which  the  business  of  the  Government  has 
taken.  The  Constitution  enjoins  him,  at  all 
times,  to  recommend  to  Congress  such  subjects  as 
may,  in  his  opinion,  require  its  attention.  But 
has  he  recommended  the  measure  now  before  the 


make  the  appointment?  Whether  he  would  re- 
sist the  popular  impression,  or  not,  I  do  not  know. 
But  I  think  it  is  trustinp^  him  with  a  power  which 
It  was  never  intended  snould  be  vested  in  the  Ex- 
ecutive— the  power  of  making  war.  He  has  the 
right  to  recommend  war,  but  not  to  declare  it. 
What  would  be  thought  of  Congress  if  they 
should  authorize  the  President  to  issue  letters  of 
marque  and  reprisal,  or  to  do  any  other  act  of  war 
after  the  close  of  the  session,  against  any  nation 
with  which  we  are  at  peace?  It  never  could 
have  been  intended  to  trust  to  the  Executive  the 
power  of  involving  the  country  in  war.  And  this 
will  be  the  effect  of  the  power  to  send  a  minister 
to  the  Greek  Republic. 

But  I  do  my  colleague,  the  mover  of  the  resolu- 
tion, the  justice  to  believe  that  he  does  not  think 
that  war  will  be  the  consequence  of  this  measure. 
If  it  will  not,  what  good  consequence  can  arise, 
which  cannot  be  obtained  without  the  resolution  ? 
Why  ^ive  us  such  a  forcible  description  of  the 
detestaWe  conspiracy  of  the  allied  Powers,  and  of 
the  distresses  of  the  Greeks,  if  no  effect  is  expected 
to  be  produced  upon  either  ?   I  know  well  enough, 
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sir,  that  my  honorable  colleague  is  not  in  the 
iiabit  of  throwing  away  his  arguments.  It  is 
never  with  him,  vox  et  prctterea  nihil — I  cannot 
but  consider  that  war  will  be  the  consequence 
■of  this  measure ;  that  Turkey  will  declare  war 
against  us  ;  and  we  shall  be  obliged  to  double  our 
forces  in  their  seas,  and  great  trouble  and  expense 
"will  be  incurred  by  the  nation. 

I  intend  to  take  up  but  little  time,  sir.  on  this 
subject,  for,  after  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
and  my  colleague  have  so  ably  addressed  the 
Committee,  I  am  in  the  situation  of  poor  King 
Richard — 

**At  in  a  theatre  the  eyes  of  men. 

After  a  well  graced  actor  leaves  the  «tage, 

Are  idlj  bent  on  him  that  enters  next." 

1  will  consider,  briefly,  what  will  be  the  fate  of 
the  Greeks,  if  this  measure  does  not  pass.  Greece, 
as  the  President  informs  us,  is  already  substan- 
tially independent.  She  has  achieved  her  inde- 
pendence, unassisted  by  any  other  Power,  and  is 
unopposed,  but  by  Turkey.  But  I  fear,  sir,  that 
she  will  never  be  permitted  to  cslabliah  a  free 
Government.  My  heart  misgives  me,  when  I 
look  beyond  her  connexion  with  Turkey.  No 
doubt  the  Holy  Alliance  will  interpose.  The 
approaching  Congress  is  ominous  of  such  inter- 
position— and  the  utmost  we  can  expect  in  her 
favor,  is,  that  she  will  not  be  subject  either  to  the 
power  of  Turkey,  or  of  the  Autocrat — but  that, 
under  the  auspices  of  the  sovereigns,  she  may  be 
permitted  to  enjoy  an  intermediate  state,  between 
.  freedom  and  the  iron  yoke  which  she  has  hitherto 
borne,  provided  we  do  not  interfere.  My  honor- 
able colleague  has  remarked,  that  the  adventures 
of  the  far  fumed  Knight  of  La  Mancha  have  fur- 
nished a  large  portion  of  the  arguments  against 
his  resolution,  arising,  no  doubt,  from  a  strong 
resemblance  of  the  present  enterprise  to  those 
ascribed  to  him ;  and  I  cannot  forbear  reminding 
Lim  of  the  poor  boy  who  was  released  from  the 
scourge  of  his  master  by  the  valorous  Knight's 
interference,  but,  being  compelled  to  remain  with 
his  chasiiser  was,  immediately,  on  the  departure 
of  the  Don,  subjected  to  ten-fold  vengeance.  So, 
ia  relation  to  Greece — if  we  inter/ere,  we  shall 
only  render  them  more  obnoxious  than  ever  to  the 
Holy  Alliance.  The  Greeks  do  not  ask  us  to  send 
a  Mmister  to  them.  We  have  no  reason  to  sup- 
pose they  are  desirous  of  it.  If  they  were  able  to 
anticipate  the  result,  they  would  certainly  not  in- 
cur the  odium  of  the  Holy  Alliance,  by  any  con- 
tact with  a  country  to  them  so  utterly  detestable. 
Such  aid  will  be  extremely  pernicious  to  them. 
Our  sympathy  they  have  already.  The  voice  of 
millions  has  ascended,  in  a  general  peal,  to  the 
skies,  in  behalf  of  the  Greeks.  If  they  were  imme- 
diately contiguous  to  us,  and  if  their  danger  were 
ten  times  greater  than  it  is,  it  would  be  doubtful 
■whether  it  was  proper  for  us  to  interpose.  It  is 
the  very  course  we  interdict  others  from  pursuing 
in  reference  to  ourselves.  We  adopt  a  resolution 
for  the  relief  of  the  Greeks,  and  then  follow  it  by 
passing  the  resolution  proposed  by  the  honorable 
opcaker,  declaring  that  we  will  not  permit  any 


interference  from  other  Powers,  with  the  concerns 
of  our  continent.  In  foreign  wars,  our  country 
will  be  found  to  be  exceedingly  weak;  although, 
as  I  trust,  invincible  in  a  war  for  our  own  defence. 

Mr.  F.  spoke  of  our  situation  fifteen  or  six- 
teen years  ago,  when  the  continent  of  Europe 
was  closed  against  the  world  ;  when  our  inde- 
pendence was  in  danger  from  the  colossal  power 
of  Bonaparte.  Many  persons  at  that  time  recom- 
mended an  alliance,  offensive  and  defensive,  with 
England — and  what  did  the  venerable  sage  who 
occupied  the  office  of  President  do  ?  Did  he  wish 
to  enter  into  such  an  alliance  7  Did  Congress 
recommend  such  an  alliance?  No.  And  I  hope, 
said  Mr.  F.,  that  the  enlightened  statesmen  of  this 
country  will  march  on  steadily  in  their  course. 
If  we  are  to  engage  in  any  conflict  with  foreign 
Powers,  let  us  j)repare  to  meet  it.  when  it  ap- 
proaches us.  I  hope  this  Republic  will  not  be 
propelled  in  her  career  by  the  impatience  of  the 
brilliant  statesmen  in  this  House;  but  that  she 
may  l>e  permitted  to  ascend,  with  calm  and  dig- 
nified step,  to  the  pinnacle  of  glory — there  to  re- 
main'a  beacon  to  illuminate  the  benighted  nations 
of  the  world  through  all  future  ages. 

Mr.  Wooo,  of  New  York,  followed  Mr.  Ful- 
ler in  a  few  remarks,  replying  to  Mr.  Webster, 
and  vindicating  the  correctness  of  the  views  here- 
tofore presented  by  him  in  opposition  to  the  reso- 
lution. 

Mr.  A.  Smith  then  moved  that  the  Committee 
rise,  but  withdrew  his  motion  at  the  request  of 

Mr.  Bartlett,  who  proceeded  to  say,  that  how- 
ever young  he  might  be,  either  personally,  or  as  a 
member  of  that  House,  he  fell  it  incumbent  on 
him  to  rise  and  to  repel  the  charge  of  personality 
which  had  been  cast  by  the  honorable  Speaker 
upon  the  opponents  of  the  resolution  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts;  were  that  charge,  as 
stated,  indeed  applicable,  the  parties  involved  in  it. 
would  be  more  worthy  of  the  cells  of  a  criminal 
penitentiary,  than  of  a  seat  on  this  floor.  The 
charge  had  been  made  very  broadly — and  if  the 
loud  voice,  the  menacing  look,  and  sneering  ges- 
ture, which  accompanied  it,  were  intended  to  ap- 
ply to  him  personally,  he  must  send  it  back  as 
unjust,  ungenerous,  untrue.  With  respect  to  what 
had  fallen  from  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts, he  could  only  say  that  he  had  from  his  in- 
fancy witnessed  with  delight  the  display  of  his 
virtues  and  his  powers,  and  he  had  too  long  gazed 
with  admiration  upon  that  display  to  be  surprised 
at  the  ability  he  had  now  displayed  in  argument, 
or  at  the  corruscations  of  wit,  with  which  it  had 
been  enlivened  ;  and  though  it  had  been  his  lot  to 
lie,  in  some  measure,  within  their  range,  yet,  even 
to  him,  they  did  but  present  an  intillectual  treat. 
He  did  not  advise,  but  he  must  say  to  the  hon- 
orable Speaker,  that  it  was  unwise  to  throw  out 
the  insinuations  which  had  escaped  him  as  to  the 
motives  of  the  opposition  ;  they  were  as  little  mer- 
ited as  would  be  the  insinuations  of  one  who 
should  say  to  that  honorable  gentleman,  '"You, 
sir,  have  a  great  personal  and  political  object  in 
view — you  perceive  that,  on  this  question,  the 
whole  country  is  in  a  tempest — you  feel  it  to  be 
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necessary  for  you  to  'buy  golden  opinions  from 
all  sorts  of  men' — and  you  have  aimed  to  'ride 
on  the  whirlwind  and  direct  the  storm."  Insinua- 
tions of  this  kind,  would  l>e,  as  to  that  gentleman, 
unjust  as  they  would  be  disgraceful  to  him  who 
should  make  them,  but  not  more  so  than  those 
which  had  been  thrown  out  against  the  opponents 
of  the  resolution.  He  had  been  "seriously  ad- 
vised'' by  the  honorable  Speaker,  he  ought,  doubt- 
less, to  receive  the  advice  with  all  due  deference; 
yet,  however  criminal  it  might  be,  he  felt  inclined 
to  say  to  him,  "I  thank  you  for  your  advice- 
more,  forasmuch  as  it  was  altogether  gratuitous 
and  uncalled  for;  but,  however  inexperienced  I 
may  be,  or  however  young,  when  I  feel  any  need 
of  lessons  on  the  subject  of  political  integrity,  I 
feel  myself  of  age  to  select  my  instructor." 

The  Committee  had  at  one  lime  been  urged  to 
give  the  Greeks  a  cheering  word  from  this  great 
nation,  (not  forty  years  old.)  and  yet  at  another 
they  had   been  told  that  if  they  gave  it,  nobody 
would  bear  of  it— it  would  never  go  beyond  the 
walls  of  this  House.     Somewhat,  loo,  of  terror 
had  been  resorted  to.     Gentlemen  were  asked  if 
ihev  dare   go   home   to  their   constituents   after 
voting  against  the  resolution.     Whether  to  vote 
against  the  resolution,  or  against  the  opinion  of 
that  honorable  gentleman  were  the  more  daring, 
he  would  not  attempt  to  determine;  where  he 
should  go  when  he  left  this  House,  he  might  not 
be  able  to  say.  but  if  not  to  his  constituents,  he 
certainly  should  not  go  to  the  Grand  Seignior,  for 
he  should  make  a  bad  slave  either  at  Constantino- 
ple or  in  this  House.     However  obscure  he  might 
be,  he  had  no  constituents  so  humble  as  not  to 
know  tiiai  he  dare  do  all  his  duty. 

Mr.  Clay  rejoined.     The  gentleman  from  New 
Hampshire,  he  believed,  was  a  new  member  of 
this  House.     If  he  had  ever  been  here  before,  he 
was  ignorant  of  it.     He  had  never,  till  now,  heard 
of  his  name,  in  the  House  or  out  of  it.     In  his 
speech  on  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  this  gentleman  had  gone  out  of  his 
way  to  attack  a  resolution  laid  on  the  table  by  the 
Speaker,  and  which  was  not  then  under  consid- 
eration.    He  had  replied  to  him,  he  thought—he 
certainly  intended  it— with   great  respect,  with 
great  decorum ;  it  was  his  habit  so  to  treat  every 
member  of  this  House,  and   particularly  a  new 
member,  on  his  trial,  for  the  first  time,  before  this 
House  and  this  country.     He  chose  to  travel  out 
of  his  track,  said  Mr.  C,  to  assail  my  resolution; 
but  I  must  say  he  did  not  more  mistake  the  dimen- 
sions of  the  resolution  than  he  has  done  his  own. 
And  now,  after  lying  on  his  pillow  for  twenty- 
four  hours,  he  comes  here  with  a  conned  reply. 
What  I  now  say,  I  say  not  for  him,  but  out  of 
respect  to  this  House.     If  that  gentleman  had  fell 
himself  aggrieved,  and  had,  at  the  time,  requested 
an  explanation,  it  would,  with  all  readiness,  have 
been  furnished ;  but  he  has  chosen  to  go  on,  and 
to  seek  ii  in  the  manner  we  have  just  witnessed, 
and  now  let  him  get  it  where  he  can.     On  this 
floor  he  *.hall  never  get  it  from  me.     The  honora- 
ble gentleman  has  further  permitted  himself  to 
introduce  a   topic   the  most   unfit  that  can   be 


brought  before  this  Committee  ;  he  has  alluded 
to  a  relation  in  which  I  stand  to  this  country, 
(which  has  not  been  of  my  seeking,)  and  he  has 
ventured  to  insinuate  that  the  ground  I  have  taken 
in  the  present  discussion  has  been  influenced  by 
motives  derived  from,  or  connected  with,  that 
relation.  IHere  the  Chairman  interposed,  and 
reminded  the  gentleman  now  speaking,  that  the 
gentleman  last  up  had  expressly  disclaimed  the 
imputation  of  such  motives,  and  had  said  that  it 
would  be  unjust.]  Mr.  C.  resumed — I  know  be 
disclaimed  them,  and  yet  he  made  them,  sir— I 
know  the  import  of  words.  If  a  man  says  a  thing 
is  black,  and  then  tells  me  he  meant  by  that  to 
say  that  it  was  white,  I  know  how  to  understand 
him;  but  if  he  did  mean  to  cast  the  insinuation 
upon  me,  I  cast  it  back  with  scorn  and  contempt 
upon  his  own  shoulders,  and  there  it  rests. 

Mr.  A.  Smyth,  of  Virginia,  then  moved  that 
the  Committee  rise;  which  was  carried,  and  the 
Committee    rose   accordingly— having    obtained 


leave  to  sit  again. 


M  O.N  DAY,  January  26. 

Mr.  Ten  Eyck  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 

!  inhabitants  of  the  Slate  of  New  York,  praying 

that  a  lighthouse  may  be  erected  at  the  lower  end 

of  Lake  Ontario  and  entrance  of  the  river  St. 

Lawrence. 

Mr.  Ke.nt  presented  memorials  from  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  praying 
for  an  alteration  in  the  form  of  government,  as 
well  as  in  the  administration  of  justice,  in  said 
District. 

Mr.  Mercer  presented  a  memorial  of  sundry 
farmers,  merchants,  and  millers,  in  the  State  of 
Virginia,  praying  that  an  alteration,  which  is 
therein  specified,  may  be  made  m  the  laws  relative 
to  the  inspection  of  flour  in  the  town  of  Alexan- 
dria, in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  said  memorials  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Alexander,  of  Tennessee,  presented  the 
report  of  a  committee,  accompanied  by  a  resolu- 
tion adopted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  that 
State,  upon  the  subject  of  a  deficiency  in  the 
quantity  of  lands  ordered  by  Congress  to  be  re- 
served for  the  purposes  of  education  in  that  State. 

The  Speaker  presented  a  petition  of  Edwin 
Lewis,  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  praying  that 
the  official  conduct  of  Charles  Tail,  district 
judge  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of  Ala- 
bama, may  be  again  inquired  into,  to  the  end  that 
ihe  said  judge  may  be  impeached  and  removed 
from  office,  for  improper  and  extra  judicial  con- 
duct. 

The  said  resolution  and  petition  were  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Moore,  of  Alabama,  presented  a  memorial 
of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Stale  of  Ala- 
bama, praying  that  a  provision,  therein  suggested, 
may  be  made,  so  as  to  extend  further  relief  to  cer- 
tain purchasers  of  public  lands,  prior  to  the  1st  of 
July,  1820. 

The  SPEAtEB  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
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from  the  Secretary  of  War,  traDsmittiog  a  state- 
ment of  the  expf  nditure,  for  the  last  year,  of  the 
aonual  appropriation,  made  by  the  act  of  the  3d 
of  March,  1S19,  for  the  civilization  of  the  Indian 
Tribes  adjoining  the  frontiers  ;  which  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  making 
further  appropriations  for  the  military  service  of 
the  United  Stales  for  the  year  1824,  [intercourse 
with  the  Indians  ;]  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House, 
to  which  is  committed  the  bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  military  service  of  the  United  Slates 
for  the  year  1824. 

Mr.  McLane,  from  the  same  committee,  also 
reported  a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  Navy  of  the  United  Stales,  for  the 
year  1824;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Whittlesey,  from  the  same  committee, 
made  a  report  on  the  pefTlion  of  Adelaide  Brush, 
accompanied  by  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  Elijah  Brush  ;  which  bill  was  read 
twice,  and  commuted  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole.  -^ 

Mr.  Ha.milton,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  made  a  report  on  the  pttition  of  Joseph 
Marechal,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his  relief; 
which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Comiuittee  of  the  Whole. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
Utles  :  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  represent- 
atives of  Firman  Le  Sieur ;  An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Celebtin  Moreau,  of  Louisiana  ;  and  An  act  re- 
warding the  officers  and  crews  of  two  gigs,  or 
small  boats,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant 
Francis  H.  Gregory,  of  the  United  States  Navy; 
in  which  bills  the  Senate  ask  the  concurrence  of 
this  House. 

The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Floyd,  on  the 
24th  instant,  was  taken  up,  read,  modirted,  and 
agreed  to,  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  cause 
to  be  laid  before  this  House  an  estimate  of  the  expense 
which  would  be  incurred  by  transporting  two  hundred 
of  the  troops  now  at  the  Council  Bluffs  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Columbia  or  Oregon  river. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gurley,  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands 'Were  directed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  passing  a  law  of  prescription,  lim- 
iting the  time  in  which  suits  may  be  instituted  for 
the  recovery  of  lands  in  the  State  of  Louisiana, 
claimed  under  titles  derived  from  the  French, 
British,  and  Spanish  Governments,  in  all  cases 
where  there  is  adverse  possession  in  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  or  in  any  person  or 
persons  claiming  tiie  same,  from  or  under  said 
Government. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Storrs,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  so  amending  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  supplementary  to  an  act  for  the  better  organ- 
ization of  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  within 
the  State  of  New  York,'-  passed  March  3d,  1823, 


that  an  appeal  may  be  had  from  any  final  decree 
or  judgment  rendered  in  the  district  court  of  the 
northern  district  of  said  State,  before  the  passage 
of  said  act. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKean,  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Thomas  Williams,  reported  to  this  House 
on  the  17th  of  January,  1823,  but  never  acted 
upon,  together  with  the  petition  and  documents 
upon  which  the  sa"d  bill  was  founded,  was  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr,  Mercer  laid  the  following  resolution  on  the 
table,  for  consideration  on  to-morrow,  viz: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Statet 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  this  House  such  part 
as  he  may  not  deem  inexpedient  to  divulge,  of  any  cor- 
respondence or  negotiation  which  he  may  have  insti- 
tuted with  any  foreign  Uovernment,  since  the  28th  of 
February  last;  in  compliance  with  a  request  contained 
in  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  that 
date,  relative  to  the  denunciation  oi  the  African  slave 
trade  as  piracy. 

THE  GREEK  CAUSE. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  Mr.  Webster'^  and  Mr. 
Poinsett's  motions  respecting  the  Greeks  ;  when 

Mr.  A.  S.MYTH,  of  Virginia,  addressed  the  Chair. 
He  said,  that,  being  deeply  impressed  with  the 
importance  of  the  question  before  the  Committee, 
he  would  solicit  respeclfullv  the  attention  of  mem- 
bers, while  he  delivered  fiis  observations.  [  He 
then  read  the  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Webster, 
"  That  provision  ought  to  be  made,  by  law,  for 
'  defraying  the  expense  incident  to  the  appoint- 
'  mem  of  an  agent  or  commissioner  to  Greece, 
'  whenever  the  President  shall  deem  it  expedient 
'  to  make  such  appointment."]  Before  he  pro- 
ceeded, he  would,  he  said,  declare,  in  consequence 
of  some  remarks  which  had  been  made  in  this 
debate,  thai  his  feelings  towards  the  honorable 
mover  of  this  resolution,  were  those  of  respect,  as 
well  for  his  head  as  his  aeart. 

Mr.  Chairman  :  What  are  we  called  on  to  do? 
To  acknowledge  a  new  Power  ;  to  introduce  a 
new  nation  into  the  great  family  of  nations.  It 
has  been  said,  that  this  resolution  is  perfectly  harm- 
less ;  that  it  leaves  the  acknowledgment  to  be 
made  by  the  President  of  the  United  Stales,  to 
whom  it  belongs.  I  cannot  agree  that  the  resolu- 
tion is  harmless,  or  that  it  leaves  the  acknowledg- 
ment to  be  made  by  the  President.  It  declares 
that  provision  ought  to  be  made,  by  law,  for  de- 
fraying the  expenses  of  a  mission  to  Greece.  Is 
not  this  an  acknowledgment  of  the  independence 
of  Greece  ?  Yes,  sir;  this  is  ao  immediate  ac- 
knowledgment, and  one  of  the  most  solemn  kind. 
An  embassy  to  Greece,  sent  by  the  President,  with 
the  consent  of  the  Senate,  would  be  a  less  solemn 
recognition  of  the  independence  of  the  Greeks  ; 
for,  by  this  resolution,  a  law  is  to  be  passed  by 
Congress,  declaring  Greece  an  independent  Power. 
It  will  not  only  be  an  acknowledgment  of  a  new 
Power,  by  Congress,  but  by  the  President  himself, 
if  he  should  approve  the  act,  and  yet  the  initiative, 
in  making  the  acknowledgment,  will  have  been 
taken  from  him.    Should  such  a  law  pass,  the  ac- 
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knowedgment  of  Greece,  as  an  independent  na- 
tion, is  complete.  The  mischief,  if  it  is  a  mis- 
chief, will  have  been  done;  and  no  subsequent 
prudence,  on  the  part  of  the  President,  can  avert 
the  consequences,  whatever  they  are  to  be.  The 
nation  must  then  be  responsible. 

Let  us  consider  what  will  be  the  probable  con- 
sequence? of  this   acknowledgment.      We  must 
look  into  the  history  of  nations.     We  are  not  to 
conclude,  from  the  forbearance  of  Spain  when 
we  acknowledged  the  independence  of  her  Ameri- 
can provinces,  that  all  other  nations  would    be 
equally  passive  on   a  similar  occasion.     It  is  al- 
ways a  question  of  policy  and  descretion  whether 
a  government,  which  may  deem  itself  injured  by 
such  an  acknowledgment,  shall,  or  shall  not,  re- 
sort to  war.     The  cases  from  which  we  derive 
the  most  aid,  in  deciding  what  is  the  Law  of  all 
Nations  in  this  particular,  are  the  cases  of  the  Uni- 
ted Provinces  of  the  Netherlands,  when  they  re- 
volted against  Spain,  and  the  case  of  these  Uni- 
ted States,  during  our  Revolution.     According  to 
these  cases,  the  acknowledgment  of  a  new  Power, 
during  the  civil  war  which  follows  the  revolt  of 
provinces  against  the  mother  country,  by  a  third 
Power,  is.  to  the  mother  country,  cause  of  war. 
It  will  be  recollected  that,  during  the  war  of  oar 
Revolution,  England  made  war  on  France  and  > 
other  European  Powers  for  favoring  us.     [  Here  j 
Mr.  Smyth  read,  from  Marten's  Law  of  Nations, 
the  following  passaces  :    "  Suppose  that  the  inte-  i 
'  rior  troubles  of  a  State  come  to  an  open  rupture  I 
'  between  the  sovereign  and  his  subjects,  and  that  , 
'  the  whole  nation,  or  a  part  of  it,  should  wish  to  I 
'drive  him  from  the  throne;  or  supjwse  that  a  ! 
'  province,  or  territory  subjected  to  another  State,  | 
'  refuses  obedience  to  it,  and  endeavors  to  render  | 
'  itself  independent  ****.      With  respect  to  the  | 
'  first  of  these,  a  foreign  nation,  not  under  any  ob- 
'  ligation  to  interfere,  does  not  appear  to  violate  j 
'  its  perfect  obliffations,  nor  to  deviate  from  the 
'  principles  of  neutrality,  if,  in   adhering  to  the  | 
'  possession,  (without  examining  into  its  legality,)  | 
'  il  treats  as  sovereign  him  who  is  actually  on  the  ; 
'  throne;  and  as  an  independent  nation,  people 
'  who  have  declared,  and  still  maintain  themselves  ; 
'  independent.***  ♦In  fact,  whether  we  speak  of  | 
'  the  passive  conduct  observed  in   such  circum-  i 

*  siances,  or  of  the  succors  furnished  by  foreign 

*  Powers,  it  is  State  policy  that  generally  decides 
'  whether  he  who  feels  himself  offended  shall  dis- 
'  semble,  or,  at  most,  complain  of  the  injury,  or 
'  whether  he  shall  seek  retaliation  by  violent 
'means.****  The  conduct  that  Great  Britain 
'  observed,  particularly  towards  France,  Spain, 
'  and  the  Pope,  after  the  Revolution  of  1688,  and 
'  that  which  she  observed  towards  several  other 
'Powers,  after  the  colonies  of  North  America  de- 

*  clared  themselves  independent,  may  seem  to  illus- 
'  tratethissubject.'l  Thus  we  see  that  England  sev- 
eral times  declared  war  against  nations  for  inter- 
fering between  her  and  her  former  provinces,  while 
she  continued  to  make  war,  with  a  view  to  resub- 
jecl  them  to  her  authority. 

When  a  people   have  declared,  and  also  main- 
tained, their  independence,  they  may  be  acknow- 


ledged as  an  independent  Power  without  givmg 
just  cause  of  war  to  their  former  sovereign.  Can 
that  be  affirmed  with  regard  to  the  Greeks  ?  By 
no  means.  They  have  not  yet  achieved,  much 
less  maintained,  their  independence.  They  pos- 
sess the  Morea,  a  small  part  of  continental  Greece ; 
but  the  latest  accounts  inform  us  that  they  have 
been  driven  from  Athens  to  take  refuge  in  one  of 
the  islands.  It  might  have  been  timely  aflBrmed 
of  some  of  the  Spanish  provinces,  when  their  in- 
dependence was  acknowledged  by  us,  that  they  had 
maintained  it. 

The  honorable  Speaker  has  observed,  that  we 
received  from  revolutionary  France,  ministers 
sent  by  kings,  conventions,  anarchy,  and  empe- 
rors, and  therefore  we  may  send  a  minister  to 
revolutionary  Greece.  But  Grenet,  Fauchet,  and 
Adet,  were  ministers  from  undivided  France; 
from  the  whole  nation  :  from  the  Governnient  de 
facto  of  an  independent  nation,  at  war  with  all 
Europe.  Thev  were  not  ministers  from  a  revolted 
province,  but  from  the  nation  whose  governrnents 
were  lawful,  on  our  principles,  as  they  were  insti- 
tuted by  the  nation.  But  no  minister  was  re- 
ceived from  either  party  while  a  civil  war  for  the 
throne  divided  Spain. 

It  having  been  shown  that  the  acknowledgment 
of  a  revolted  province  as  an  independent  nation, 
I  by  a  third  Power,  while  the  mother  country  still 
'  carries  on  a  war  for  the  purpose  of  asserting  a 
I  right  to  such  province,  would  be  considered  a 
I  cause  of  war  by  the  most  civilized  nations,  caa 
we  doubt  that  it  would  be  deemed  cause  of  war 
j  by  the  Government  of  Turkey,  the  most  violent 
!  and  lawless  of  all  Governments?      The  honora- 
i  ble  member   from   Kentucky  supposes  thai  the 
1  resolutions  of  this  body  may  remain  unknown  to 
the  Turkish  Divan.     6ut  it  is  not  at  all  probable 
'  that  a  measure  of  this  kind  would  remain  long 
i  unknown  to  them.     Some  Power  would  immedi- 
!  ately  communicate  our  proceedings  to  the  Turk, 
I  and  explain  to  him,  that,  by  them,  we  had  vio- 
\  lated  the  usages  of  nations.     When  we  proposed 
;  confidentially,  to  the  British  Government,  to  ac- 
'  knowledge  the  independence  of  the  Snanish  Amer- 
ican   provinces,   that   Court,  then  less  friendly, 


perhaps,  to  us,  than  at  this  time,  immediately 
communicated  our  proposition  to  the  Spanish 
Government,  with  a  view,  no  doubt,  to  embroil 
us  with  Spain.   ^ 

This  proceeding  would  be  a  violation  of  our 
declared  principles.  The  President  has  declared 
to  the  Allies,  that  "We  should  consider  any  at- 
'  tempt,  on  their  part,  to  extend  their  system  to  any 
'  portion  of  this  hemisphere,  as  dangerous  to  our 
'  peace  and  safety.  With  the  existing  colonies  or 
'  dependencies  (meaning  Greece)  of  any  European 
'  Power,  (meaning  Turkey,)  we  have  not  inter- 
'  fered,  and  shall  not  interfere.  But  with  the 
'  Governments  who  have  declared  their  indepen- 
'  dence,  and  maintained  it,  and  whose  indepen- 
'  dence  we  have,  on  great  consideration,  and  on 
'  just  principles,  acknowledged,  we  could  not 
'  view  any  interposition  for  the  purpose  of  oppress- 
'  ing  them,  or  controlling,  in  any  other  manner, 
'  their  destiny,  by  any  European  Power,  in  any 
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*  other  light  than  as  the  manifestation  of  an  un- 
'  friendly  disposition  towards  the  United  Slates. 

*  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  Our  policy  in  regard  to  Europe,  which 
'  was   adopted  at  the   early  stage  of  the   wars 

*  which  have  so  long  agitated  that  quarter  of  the 

*  globe,  nevertheless  remains  the  same,  which  is 
'  not  to  interfere  in  the  internal  concerns  of  any 

*  of  its  Powers.  *  *  ♦  *     h  js  impossible  that  the 

*  Allied  Powers  should  extend  their  political  sys- 

*  tem  to  any  portion  of  either  continent,  without 
'  endangering  our  peace  and  happiness.  *  *  *  * 

*  It  is  equally  impossible,  therefore,  that  we  should 

*  behold  such  interposition,  in  any  form,  with  in- 
'  difference."  Such,  sir,  are  the  principles  de- 
clared by  the  President  in  the  name  of  the  nation. 
We  say  to  the  Allies,  that  any  attempt  on  their 

E art  to  extend  their  system  to  any  portion  of  this 
emisphere,  we  shall  consider  as  dangerous  to  our 
peace  and  safety.  And  is  not  the  extension  of 
our  system  lo  their  hemisphere  equally  dangerous 
to  their  peace  and  safely  7  We  say  that,  with 
the  existing  colonies  or  dependencies  of  any  Eu- 
ropean Power  we  have  not  interfered,  and  shall 
not  interfere.  How  can  we  then  interfere  with 
the  Morea,  a  province  of  Turkey,  without  a  viola- 
tion of  our  solemn  declaration  ?  Sir,  by  this  pro- 
ceeding, you  will  make  the  declaration  of  the 
President,  as  to  the  future  course  of  policy  lo  be 
observed  by  this  Government,  a  falsehood.  We 
acknowledge  the  Greek  republic;  and  what  are 
the  reasons  which  we  assign  for  doing  so  ?  Why, 
because  the  allied  sovereigns  have  said  that  the 
Greeks  have  thrown  a  firebrand  into  the  Ottoman 
empire,  and  have  declared  that  they  would  put 
down  revolution  in  Europe.  Is  not  this  going 
out  of  our  way  to  beard  the  Allies ;  to  seek  a 
quarrel  with  them  respecting  the  affairs  of  Eu- 
rope ;  and  to  propagate  our  system  on  the  other 
side  of  the  Ailaniic  ?  [Here' Mr.  Webster  ex- 
plained.] Mr.  S.  read  from  a  newspaper  the  fol- 
lowing passages  from  the  speech  of  Mr.  W.  "Lei 
'  us  direct  the  force,  the  vast  moral  force  of  this  en- 
'  gine,  to  the  aid  of  others.     Public  opinion  is  the 

*  great  enemy  of  the  Holy  Alliance.  *  ♦  *  ♦  Sir, 
'  I  am  not  of  those  who  are  for  withholding  aid 
'  when  it  is  most  urgently  needed,  and,  when  the 
'  distress  is  past,  and  the  aid  no  longer  necessary, 
'  overwhelming   the   sufferers  with    caresses,      j 

*  will  not  stand  by  and  see  mv  ftllow  man  drown- 
'  ing.  without  stretching  out  a  hand  to  help  him, 
'  till  he  has,  by  his  own  efforts  and  presence  of 

*  mind,  reached  the  shore  in  safety,  and  then  en- 
'  cumber  him  with  aid."  [Mr.  Webster  again 
explained,  and  disclaimed  saying  that  we  should 
attack  the  Allies,  because  they  said  that  Greece 
bad  thrown  a  firebrand  into  the  Ottoman  empire. 
Mr.  S.  replied.  The  gentleman  did  not  exactly 
say  so,  but  he  stated  certain  facts  which,  as  I  un- 
derstood him,  afforded  reasons  why  we  should 
acknowledge  the  independence  of  Greece.  He, 
Mr.  S.,  had  no  wish  to  impute  to  the  gentleman 
any  argument  that  he  did  not  use.  The  Com- 
miilee  would  doubtless  understand  the  gentleman 
according  to  his  explanation.] 

Another  weighty  objection  to  the  resolution, 
Mr.  S.  said,  was,  that  it  was  an  interference  wiih 


the  Executive  power.     The  people  of  the  United 
Slates  have  separated  the  powers  granted  by  them 
between  the  several  branches  of  the  Government. 
This  proposition  goes  to  blend  those  powers  ;  and 
every  attempt  unreasonably  to  extend  the  powers 
of  the  Government,  or  to  blend  the  powers  of  the 
several  departments,  lends  to  the  destruction  of 
the  Consiiiution.     This  is  an  attempt  to  dictate 
lo  the  Executive  the  performance  ot  an  act  which 
the  Constitution  has  confided  to  the  discretion 
and   information  of  the   President.     I  need  not, 
said  Mr.  S.,  read  clauses  from  the  Constitution, 
which  has  been  laid  on  every  gentleman's  table. 
The  President  is  authorized  to  receive  embassies; 
this  is  one   mode  of  acknowledging   a   foreign 
Power ;  he  is  also  authorized  to  send  embassies, 
by  the  consent  of  the  Senate;   this  is  another 
mode  of  recognising  a  foreign  Power ;  he  also,  by 
the  same  consent,  ratifies  treaties.     With  all  this 
the  House  of  Representatives  have  nothing  to  do. 
If  you  have  nothing  to  do  with  a  treaty,  why 
should  you  prescribe  when,  or  to  whom,  an  em- 
bassy shall  be  sent?     The  powers  granted  to  you 
are  purely  legislative,  with  the  exception  of  the 
power  to  declare  war,  which  is  elsewhere  intrusted 
to  the  Executive  authority.     The  foreign  relations 
of  the   nation  are  confided  by  the  people  to  the 
President  and  Senate,  in  whose  superior  informa- 
tion and  discretion  reliance  is  placed.     If  you  in- 
terfere with  the  power  to  send  and  receive  embas- 
sies, you  may  come  into  collision  with  the  Presi- 
dent, and  you  will  blend  powers  which  the  people 
intended  should  be  kept  distinct.     As  the  authority 
lo  send  embassies  belongs  to  the  President  and 
Senate,  we  should  not  invade  their  authority  or 
originate  a  measure  which,  unless  ihey  will  give 
up  a  part  of  their  exclusive  authority,  they  must 
reject.     Your  law  is  not  necessary  lo  enable  the 
President  to  send  an  embassy  ;  he  is  possessed  of 
the  authority  already.     If  you  pass  the  bill  pro- 
posed, the  President  will  not  be  left  at  liberty  to 
decide  freely.     He  must  acknowledge  the  inde- 
pendence of  Greece,  or  reject   your  bill.     You 
place  him  in  a  painful  dilemma;  and,  perhaps, 
compel  him  lo  use  a  prerogative  seldom  exerted. 
But  suppose  that,  believing  the  measure  lo  be  im- 
proper, he  puts  his  veto  on  the  bill;  still,  iwo- 
thirds  of  both  Houses  may  pass  it  into  a  law,  and 
thus  acknowledge  the  republic  of  Greece,  against 
the  opinion  of  ine  President,  in  whose  discretion 
the  i)eople  particularly  confide,  and  thus  defeat 
the  provisions  of  the  Constitution — a  popular  as- 
sembly, carried  away  by  eloquence  and  a  love  of 
liberty,  deciding,   instead  of  the  cool,  deliberate 
caution  of  the  President.     If  you  can  pass  a  law 
to  send  a  misiiion  when  the  President  pleases,  you 
can  pass  a  law  lo  send  a  mission  next  month.    In 
either  case,  it  would  be  the  law  thai  would  make 
the  acknowledgment.     Your  act   being  the  su- 
preme law  of  the  land,  the  Mag  of  Greece  would 
be  respected  in  our  courts  as  the  dag  of  an  inde- 
pendent Power,  whether  the  embassy  was  ever 
sent  or  not.     We  acknowledge  the  independence 
of  Powers  with  whom  we  have  no  ambassadors. 
The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Clav) 
declares  that  he  is  for  leaving  the  whole  respon- 
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sibility  with  the  President,  where  the  Conslitu- 
tioD  placed  it ;  yet,  he  advocates  a  measure  which,  | 
so  far  as  respects  the  act  of  acknowledgment, 
leaves  nothing  to  the  discretion  or  responsibility 
of  the  President,  but  lakes  from  him  the  one  and 
relieves  him  from  the  other.  The  act  of  Con- 
gress will  be  the  acknowledgment,  and  not  the  : 
embassy.  j 

The  Constitution  has  confided  this  matter  to 
the  President.     If  we  take  the  first  step,  we  take 
the  honor,  if  it  shall  prove  fortunate.     Shall  we 
consider  him  as  responsible,  if  the  measure  shall  i 
be  productive  of  evil,  and  yet  assume  to  ourselves 
the  honor  of  it,  if  it  shall  be  productive  of  good  ?  ^ 
No.     Leave  the  President  to  act  for  the  nation,  ' 
upon  his  own  judgment  and  his  own  responsi-  I 
bility  ;  and,  if  the  measure  deserves  honor,  let  it  i 
be  his.     Let  me  notice   a  consequence  of  this  ; 
irregular  mode  of  proceeding.     It  is  natural  that 
a  new  Power  should  feel  gratitude  to  the  nation 
by  which  it  is  first  acknowledged  as  an  independent  ; 
Power;  but,  by  this  course  of  proceeding,  the  in-  i 
dividual  who  first  brings  forward  the  resolution 
for  acknowledgment,  though  prematurely,  takes 
the  gratitude  of  the  new  people  rather  than  the 
Government,  which  deliberates  and  defers  the  ac-  ' 
knowledgment  until  the  present  lime.     But  it  is  I 
the  nation,  deciding  by  its  Government,  thai  is  ' 
entitled  to  this  gratitude  ;  therefore,  every  attempt 
irregularly  to  divert  the  gratitude  of  a  new  Power,  ' 
whether  m  South   America  or  Greece,  lo  an  in- 
dividual,  instead  of  the  Government,  should  be 
frowned  upon  in  this  House. 

It   may  be  useful  to  recollect  what  was  done 
concerning  the  recognition  of  tiie  Spanish  Ameri- 
can provinces.     There  it  was  attempted  lo  lake 
the  initiative  from  the  President.     A  proposition 
for  their  acknowledgment  was  made  in  this  House 
years  before  the  President  thought  proper  lo  ac- 
knowledge their  independence.     Objections  were 
made  lo  the  measure,  founded  on  the  Constitution 
and  the  law  of  nations ;  and  the  attempt  was  suc- 
cessfully resisted.     The  President,  left  to  act  on 
his  own  discretion  and  responsibility,  made  the 
acknowledgment  in  due  lime.     Did  not  the  Pre- 
sident give  satisfaction  to  ihe  whole  nation  by  his 
selection  of  the  time  for  the  acknowledgment  of 
these  new  Powers  ?  Yes  ;  and  it  was  much  more 
clear,  when  the  acknowledgment  was  made  by 
the  President,  that  new  nations  had  maintained 
their  independence,  than  it  was  when    the  ac- 
knowledgment was  first  proposed  in  this  House. 
There  seems  to  be  no  reason  for  attempting  lo 
take  from  ihe   President  a  discretion  which  has 
been  so   well   exercised.     When    attempts   have 
been  made  to  extend,  without  limit,  the  powers  of 
this  Grovernmenl,  it  was  hoped,  that  at  least  the 
division  of  power  among  the  several  branches 
thereof  would  be  preserved  ;  but  it  seems  the  par- 
titions are  to  be  broken  down,  and  this  House  is 
to  be  the  fountain  of  all  power. 

We  are  sitting  in  judgment  on  the  Russian  and 
the  Turk.  But  what  right  have  we  to  judge  of 
their  acts,  unless  ihey  affect  us?  And  we  are 
about  to  take  measures  on  our  own  behalf.  What 
right  have  we  lo  judge  between  the  Turk  and  his 


revolted  subjects,  unless  our  own  interest  or  safety 
is  concerned  ?  We  should  not  take  it  well  that 
our  proceedings  should  be  denounced  bv  foreign 
Governments.  We  do  not  take  it  well  that  the 
Russian  Minister,  at  the  Court  of  Spain,  de- 
nounces the  United  Slates  as  the  source  of  all  the 
evils  which  have  disturbed  the  nations  and  sov- 
ereigns of  Europe ;  and  we  should  take  it  worse 
were  the  like  denunciations  made  by  his  master. 
What  have  we  to  do  with  the  oppressions  of  the 
Government  of  China,  India,  Turkey,  or  France, 
unless  we  are  about  to  relieve  the  oppressed  ?  We 
have  nothing  to  do  with  the  wrongs  committed 
by  other  Governments  against  those  whom  they 
govern,  but  to  avoid  their  example. 

You  profess  to  interfere  on  behalf  of  the  Greeks 
for  liberty  and  religion.     What  have  you  to  do 
with  the  liberty  of  any  people,  except  ihe  people 
you  govern,  unless  the  subjection  of  a  neighboring 
foreign  people  endangers  your  safety  ?    You  have 
nothing  to  do  with  religion,  even  here,  and  why 
should  you  meddle  with  it  elsewhere?     In  a  trea- 
ty made  with  one  of  those  Turkish  nations,  dur- 
ing the  Administration  of  Mr.  Adams,  it  was  ex- 
plicitly and  truly  declared  that  the  Government  of 
the  United  Slates  is  in  no  respect  founded  on  re- 
liction.    The  Turk  may  become  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  and  have  his  mosque  in  our  coun- 
try, as  well  as  the  Jew  his  synagogue.     You  in- 
terfere for  Grecian  liberty,  for  the  liberty  of  the 
descendants  of  the  ancient  Greeks,  to  whom  you 
owe  a  debt  of  gratitude;  but  the  modern  Greeks 
I  cannot  be  identified  with  the  people  who  produced 
'  Aristides  and  Socrates.     Greece  has  been  often 
conquered,  and  foreign  people  have  planted  them- 
selves there.     The  modern  Greeks  are  a  religious 
sect,  professors  of  the  Greek  Church.     W^hat  en- 
titles the  inhabitants  of  Moldavia  and  Wallachia 
to  the  name  of  Greeks  ?     They  are  so  called  from 
their  religion,  as  the  Emperor  of  Russia  is  styled 
Emperor  of  the  Greeks.     These  people  are  de- 
scended from   inhabitants  of  the  Greek  empire, 
and  it  is  religion  that  separates  them  from  the 
Turks.     You  interfere  for  the  most  degraded  of 
the  people  of  Europe,  and  the  least  fit  for  self- 
government. 

Justice  is  not  done  to  the  Turk  in  this  debate; 
but  the  author  of  evil  himself  is  entitled  to  justice. 
It  has  been  said  that  "  the  massacre  of  Scio  is  a 
scene  without  parallel  in  the  history  of  fallen 
man."  Atrocious  as  it  was,  there  are  many  cases 
in  ancient  and  modern  times,  of  massacres  far  ex- 
ceeding in  atrocity  the  massacre  of  Scio.  Far  be 
^t  from  me  to  offer  any  apology  for  acts  that  I  ab- 
hor, but  error  should  be  corrected.  To  enable  us 
to  make  a  just  comparison  between  the  Turks 
and  their  neighbors,  I  will  direct  your  attention 
to  some  massacres  of  the  Russians  in  modern 
times.  On  the  capture  of  Ismael,  in  1790,  thirty 
thousand  Turks  were  massacred  in  cold  blood, 
and  ihe  city  given  up  lo  brutality.  On  the  taking 
of  Warsaw,  in  1794,  nine  hours  after  the  place 
was  taken,  it  was  set  on  fire,  and  nine  thousand 
unarmed  persons,  women  and  infants,  perished  in 
the  flames.  These  exploits  were  performed  during 
the  reign  of  the  august  lady  who  has  been  men- 
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tioDcd  in  this  debate;  and  by  Suwarrow,  who 
afterwards  became  so  great  a  favorite  in  this 
country  that  several  articles  of  dress,  some  of  them 
belonging  to  the  fair  sex,  were  called  after  nim. 
A  massacre  in  Cyprus  has  been  mentioned ;  this 
reminds  me  of  the  massacre  in  the  same  island  by 
the  Jews  of  two  hundred  and  forty  thousand 
Greeks,  many  of  whom  perished  by  tortures. 
When  the  Christian  Ostrogoths  look  Milan,  they 
ma-ssacred  all  the  males,  and  sent  three  hundred 
thousand  females  to  their  allies,  the  Burgundians. 
We  have  been  carried  on  a  crusade  to  Jerusalem, 
to  recover  the  holy  sepulchre.  It  may  be  well  to 
consider  the  achievements  of  the  former  crusaders. 
When  they  took  Jerusalem,  seventy  thousand 
Moslems  were  put  to  the  sword,  and  the  Jews 
were  shut  up  in  their  synagogues,  and  burned  I 
Sir,  uncivilized  men,  of  whatever  faith,  are  the 
same.  It  is  civilization,  and  not  superstition,  that 
makes  man  humane  and  merciful.  The  Turks 
are  equally  good,  and  equally  bad,  with  Jews  and 
Christians  who  are  equally  uncivilized. 

In  religion,  the  Turks  are  more  tolerant  than 
their  Christian  neighbors.  It  has  been  said  in 
this  debate,  that  seven  millions  of  Christians,  of 
the  Greek  church,  are  found  in  the  Turkish  em- 
pire. This  proves  that  the  Mahometan  is  more 
tolerant  than  the  Holy  Catholic  Church.  Where 
will  you  find  seven  millions  of  dissenters  in  a 
Catholic  country  ?  Go  to  Portugal,  to  Spain,  to 
Italy,  to  Austria,  even  to  France,  you  will  not 
find  that  the  same  toleration  has  been  allowed  as 
in  Turkey.  The  Mahometan  conquerers  offered  a 
double  alternative,  the  Koran,  the  tribute,  or  the 
sword.  It  was  not  so  in  Catholic  countries.  Re- 
member the  extirpation  of  the  Albigense5 — the 
persecution  of  the  Netherlands,  under  the  Duke 
.of  Alva — the  expulsion  of  the  Huguenots  from 
France — the  expulsion  of  the  Moors  from  Spam 
•—the  Inquisition — and  it  will  be  obvious  that  a 
comparison  between  the  tolerance  of  the  Turks 
and  the  Catholics,  is  altogether  in  favor  of  the 
Turks. 

Sir,  the  present  is  a  time  of  imminent  danger, 
and,  therefore,  a  time  for  caution.  Remember 
the  words  of  Washington  :  "Why  quit  your 
own,  to  stand  on  foreign  ground  ?"  Meddle  not 
with  Greece.  I  tell  you,  that  Greece  cannot  exist 
as  a  Republic  ;  and  if  allowed  to  become  a  sep- 
arate nation,  under  a  prince  of  her  own,  it  must 
be  under  the  control  of  Russia.  From  the  posi- 
tion of  Greece,  between  Russia,  Austria,  and 
Turkey,  it  cannot  maintain  itself  as  an  indepen- 
dent nation.  The  revolt  of  Greece  would  ndt 
have  been  allowed  to  continue  until  this  time, 
but  that  Austria  and  Russia  cannot  agree  what 
shall  become  of  that  country,  which  each  of  them 
desires  to  possess.  Can  it  be  supposed  that  the 
allies,  who  are  not  disposed  to  allow  the  indepen- 
dence of  South  America,  who  scarcely  tolerate 
us,  will  permit  two  or  three  millions  of  half  civi- 
lized people,  in  their  vicinity,  to  form  a  Repub- 
lic ?  It  is  not  to  be  expected.  The  most  that 
can  be  done  for  the  advantage  of  the  Greeks,  is 
to  assist  them  to  obtain  favorable  terms  from  the 
Turks.     Our  interference  may  furnish  a  pretext 


to  men  of  blood — to  come  upon  us  ;  and,  what- 
ever may  be  said  of  the  strength  of  the  United 
States,  1  am  not  for  exposing  ii  to  trial,  in  a  con- 
test with  the  allies. 

The  extensive  and  enlightened  view  of  the  policy 
pursued  by  the  Allied  Powers,  taken  by  the  hon- 
orable member  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Web- 
ster,) authorizes  a  few  remarks  upon  the  same 
subject.  It  seems  to  me  that  our  policy  is  to  give 
no  reasonable  cause  of  offence,  and  to  stand  on 
our  guard.  It  belongs  to  England  to  interfere 
with  Greece,  or  the  Allies;  and  if  she  is  involved 
in  a  war  with  the  Allies,  for  the  independence  of 
nations,  we  ought  to  give  her  assurance  that  we 
will  not  be  neutral,  but  will  give  her  faithful  and 
honorable  support.  If  we  are  to  be  engaged  in 
war  with  all  the  Powers  of  Europe,  it  may  be 
better  to  begin  while  we  can  have  allies  in  the 
Spanish  American  nations;  for,  it  will  be  obvi- 
ous, if  the  Allies  attack  them,  that  nothing  is 
intended  for  us,  but  the  favor  of  being  the  last 
destroyed. 

The  cause  of  freedom,  the  hope  of  mankind, 
depends  on  the  ultimate  success  of  the  hitherto 
successful  experiment  in  the  science  of  govern- 
ment, making  in  the  United  States.  Wnen  we 
consider  the  importance  of  the  interests  confided 
to  us,  it  must  appear  unpardonable  wantonly  to 
hazard  the  success  of  that  experiment.  If  there 
be  a  mode  of  destroying  civil  liberty,  it  is  by  lead- 
ing this  Government  into  unnecessary  wars. 
There  can  be  no  increase  of  the  happiness  of  this 
people.  Individuals  may  experience  wants;  but, 
as  a  nation,  we  have  nothing  more  to  ask  of 
Heaven.  All  we  have  to  ask  of  other  nations  is, 
friendship  and  "let  us  alone."  What  shall  we 
deserve  if,  without  necessity,  we  plunge  this  happy 
people  into  war  and  distress  ?  Whatever  may  be 
said  of  the  valor  of  our  people,  and  the  glory  of 
the  nation,  I  should  be  very  unwilling  to  engage 
in  a  war  with  Europe.  We  might  defend  our- 
selves. I  think  we  should  successfully  defend 
ourselves.  I  am  no  prophet  of  evil.  We  do  not 
act  on  our  own  responsibility;  we  act  for  an  im- 
mortal people.  Thts  people  are  to  be  immortal; 
but  whether  in  freedom  or  abject  subjection,  is 
uncertain.  This  people  are  to  be  responsible  for 
our  acts,  with  their  treasure  and  their  blood.  I 
am  not  disposed  to  bring  upon  them  a  trial,  such 
as  Spain  passed  through,  in  the  war  waged  against 
that  nation,  for  the  purpose  of  placing  Joseph 
Bonaparte  on  the  Throne. 

England  and  the  United  States  seem  to  me  to 
have  a  common  interest  to  resist  these  unholy 
Allies.  There  are  now  only  two  Powers  in  Eu- 
rope— England  and  the  Allies.  If  Greece  can 
become  an  independent  nation,  let  one  of  them 
take  the  first  step  in  the  recognition.  The  Allies 
are  ruled  by  Russia.  England  holds  the  fate  of 
the  world.  Calculating  on  her  policy,  I  think 
she  will,  she  must,  make  a  stand  against  Russia. 
As  England  cannot  become  the  head  of  the  Alli- 
ance, her  pride  secures  us.  She  might  become 
one  hand  of  the  Alliance,  allowing  France  is  to 
be  the  other,  and  Russia  the  head  ;  but  that  situ- 
ation would  not  gratify  her  pride.     England  will 
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make  a  stand  against  the  Allies,  and  we  should ! 
support  her.     But  she  will  not  strike  for  Greece ;  j 
she  will  pursue  another  courseof  policy,  and  with  ; 
good  reason.     It  is  the  interest  of  England  (o  pre- ; 
rent  the  extension  of  Russian  power.     To  prevent 
this  extension,   it  is  necessary  that  the  Turkish  j 
Empire  should  be  maintained  one  and  indivisible,  i 
England   may  strike  for  Turkey,  because,  with  ; 
English  aid,  Turkey  may  stand  against  Russia,  i 
England  will,  if  necessary,  strike  for  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  new  nations  of  Spanish  America. 
She  will  not  suffer  the  Allies  to  add  them  to  their  I 
confederacy,  or  Spain  to  blot  them  from  the  map  i 
of  the  world.     My  enmity  to  England  has  been  i 
very  steady  for  many  years,  but  it  shall  cease  if 
England  takes  up  arms  for  the  independence  of 
nations.     England  and  the  United  States  can  se- 1 
cure  the  independence  of  nations.     Whether  the 
United  States,  without  England,  could,  must  be 
proved  by  time. 

Let  us  leave  the  fate  of  Greece  and  of  Turkey 
to  England.  If  it  is  the  interest  of  England  that 
the  Turkish  Empire  shall  remain  undivided,  it  is 
ours.  If  it  is  the  interest  of  England  that  Turkey 
and  Persia  should  be  at  peace,  because  their  wars 
endanger  the  religion  of  Islam,  it  is  ours.  Eng- 
land and  the  United  States  have  now  a  common 
cause  and  a  common  interest.  Russia  is  now  the 
great  enemy  of  the  independence  of  nations  and 
of  free  institutions.  England  will  not  acknow- 
ledge the  independence  of  Greece,  for  that  would 
divide  and  weaken  the  Turkish  Empire;  and 
what  will  then  stop  the  progress  of^  Russia  ? 
Neither  Persia  nor  India.  Rus&ia  will  establish 
an  empire  greater  than  the  Roman,  in  the  zenith 
of  its  power;  from  the  authority  of  which,  it 
will  be  in  vain  for  man  to  attempt  to  escape. 
Sir,  our  course,  I  think,  is  plain.  Let  us  be  mod- 
erate and  just.  Let  us  offer  no  aggression  ;  throw 
out  no  menaces,  and  give  the  Allies  no  pretext  to 
quarrel  with  us. 

When  Mr.  Smyth  had  concluded — 
Mr.  Rich,  of  Vermont,  said  such  were  the  ar- 
guments which  had  been  employed,  both  for  and 
against  the  resolution,  and  such  the  feelings  with 
which  they  had  been  urged,  that,  although  nothing 
was  proposed  but  a  small  appropriation,  to  be  ex- 
pended in  the  discretion  of  the  Executive,  it  was 
impossible  that  it  should  be  considered  in  any 
other  light  than  a  kind  of  protest  against  the  doc- 
trine attempted  to  be  established  by  the  Sover- 
eigns of  Europe.  If,  said  Mr.  R.,  gentlemen  are 
disposed  to  bring  forward  a  distinct  proposition 
for  such  a  protest,  he  at  present  saw  no  cause  for 
an  objection.  But  it  appeared  to  him  to  be  now 
too  late  to  make  it  in  reference  to  an  isolated 
case — be  the  oppression  on  the  one  hand,  and  the 
efiort  for  liberty  on  the  other,  what  it  might. 

A  few  years  since,  said  Mr.  R.,  we  saw  these 
new  doctrines  extended  to  France,  and  her  ruler 
expelled  his  country.  We  saw  the  same  ruler 
expelled  a  second  time,  after  an  exhibition  of  the 
most  triumphant  proof|,  that,  in  all  France,  "  le- 
gitimacy" had  not  a  single  bayonet  willingly  de- 
voted to  its  cause.  We  saw,  in  the  final  exile  of 
Napoleon,  an  indignity  offered  to  the  whole  civ- 


ilized world,  of  which  the  annals  of  oppression 
furnish  no  example;  and, more  recently,  we  have 
witnessed  an  unholy  triumph  of  the  "  Holy  Alli- 
ance" over  Spain  ;  and  yet  our  protest  has  been 
withheld.  But,  he  added,  if  gentlemen  think 
proper  to  adopt  a  protest,  let  them  bring  it  for- 
ward as  a  distinct  proposition,  which  cannot  be 
misunderstood.  Should  the  question,  said  Mr.  R., 
be  pressed  to  a  decision,  whether  that  decision  be 
for  or  against  the  resolution,  such  is  the  state  of 
public  feeling  that  it  will  be  a  subject  of  univer- 
sal regret  if  the  majority  shall  be  but  small.  Mr. 
R.  concluded  his  remarks  with  saying  that  he 
would  respectfully  suggest  to  the  Committee, 
whether,  considering  the  diversity  of  opinion 
which  was  known  to  exist,  it  would  not  be  advi- 
sable to  rise  without  taking  the  question,  either  on 
the  amendment  offered  by  the  member  from  South 
Carolina,  or  the  original  resolution.  And  with 
an  understanding  that,  unless  in  the  course  of  the 
session,  something  should  occur  to  create  greater 
unanimity,  the  subject  should  not  be  further  pressed 
upon  their  attention.  In  order  to  obtain  the  sense 
of  the  members  on  this  point,  Mr.  R.  said  he 
would  move  that  the  Committee  rise,  and  he  sub- 
mitted that  motion. 

Mr.  Wbight  requested  the  member  from  Ver- 
mont to  waive  his  motion  till  he  could  submit  an 
amendment  to  the  amendment  of  the  member 
from  South  Carolina. 

To  this  Mr.  Rich  assented,  saying  he  pre- 
sumed, when  the  amendment  should  have  been 
offered,  the  floor  would  be  yielded  him  to  renew 
his  motion  for  the  Committee  to  rise. 

Mr.  Wright  then  moved  the  following  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Poinsett,  viz  : 
Strike  out  all  after  the  words  "  Resolved  that," 
and  insert  the  following  :  "  Provision  ought  to  be 
*  made  by  law  for  defraying  the  expense  incident 
'  to  the  appointment  of  an  agent  to  Greece,  when- 
'  ever,  in  the  opinion  of  the  President,  such  an 
'  appointment  shall  be  deemed  proper  and  expe- 
'  dieot,  consistent  with  the  neutral  character  and 
'  pacific  relations  of  the  United  States." 

Before  any  question  was  taken  on  this  amend- 
ment, 

Mr.  Rich  renewed  his  motion  for  the  Commit- 
tee's rising,  which  was  carried — ayes  131. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  the  House  ad- 
journed. 


Tdesoay,  January  27. 

Mr.  Webster,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, reported  a  bill,  more  effectually  to  provide 
for  the  punishment  of  certain  crimes  against  the 
United  States,  and  for  other  purposes;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole.^ 

Mr.  Vinton,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  provide  for  repaying  to 
Bazaleel  Wells  a  certain  sum  of  money,  by  nim 
erroneously  paid  into  the  Treasury  ;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

The  resolution  yesterday  offered  by  Mr.  Mer- 
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CBR,  calling  on  the  President  for  certain  informa- 
tion touching  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade, 
was  called  up,  and  agreed  to. 

Bills  from  the  Senate,  of  the  following  titles, 
to  wit: 

1st.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  represent- 
atives of  Firman  Le  Sieur ; 

2d.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Celestin  Moreau,  of 
Louisiana ; 

3d.  An  act  rewarding  the  officers  and  crews  of 
two  gigs,  or  small  boats,  under  the  command  of 
Lieutenant  Francis  H.  Gregory,  of  the  United 
States  Navy;  were  severally  read  the  first  and 
second  times,  and  referred  ;  the 

1st,  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands; 

2d,  to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims; 

3d,  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Owen,  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  passing  a  law,  expressing  the  consent 
of  the  General  Government  to  the  revocation  of 
so  much  of  the  ordinance  adopted  by  the  Conven- 
tion of  the  State  of  Alabama,  as  relates  to  the 
navigable  rivers  within  said  State,  or  to  such  a 
modification  thereof  as  will  enable  said  State  to 
effect  the  improvement  of  its  navigable  waters: 
And  further,  to  grant  the  consent  of  the  General 
Government  to  the  provisions  of  two  acts  passed 
at  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature  of  Alabama, 
one  entitled  "An  act  to  improve  the  navigation  of 
the  Coosa  river,  and  to  aid  in  its  connexion*  with 
the  Tennessee  waters,"  and  the  other,  "An  act  to 
imorove  the  navigation  of  the  Tennessee  river." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Livingsto.v,  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  were  directed 
to  report  on  the  propriety  of  establishing  a  more 
direct  communication  between  the  Seat  of  Gov- 
ernment and  the  city  of  New  Orleans. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McArthur,  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  what 
further  improvements,  if  any,  ought  to  be  made  in 
the  rifles,  muskets,  and  other  public  arms,  manu- 
factured at  the  different  armories  of  the  United 
States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Test,  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  passing  an  act,  authorizing  a  patent 
to  issue  in  favor  of  William  Conner,  in  severalty, 
for  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land,  lying  on 
or  near  White  river,  in  the  State  of  Indiana,  at 
a  place  called  the  Delaware  towns,  and  entered 
by  the  said  William  Conner  in  the  land  office  at 
Brookville;  which  land  was  granted  to  him  by 
Congress,  for  his  aid  and  assistance  in  effecting  the 
several  treaties  with  the  Indian  tribes,  for  the  ex- 
tinguishment of  their  titles  to  lands  in  the  States 
of  Ohio  and  Indiana,  concluded  at  St.  Mary's,  in 
the  State  of  Ohio,  in  the  Fall  of  the  year  1818. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Michael;  and, 
after  several  amendments,  it  was  reported,  and 
ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  sale  of  lands  conveyed 
to  the  United  States  in  certam  cases,  and  for  other  I 
purposes;  which,  after  some  discussion,  was  re- 1 


ported  with  an  amendment;  on  the  question  for 
Its  passing  to  a  third  reading,  Mr.  Foot,  wishing 
for  further  consideration,  moved  that  it  lie  on  the 
table;  which  was  agreed  to. 

REPORT  OF  POSTMASTER  GENERAL. 
The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report  of 
the  Postmaster  General,  of  such  "further  meas- 
I'res  as  are  necessary  to  provide  for  a  more  equita- 
ble compensation  to  deputy  postmasters,  according 
to  the  duties  and  services  rendered  by  them,"  pre- 

Eared  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Lepresentatives,  adopted  at  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress; which  report  was  read,  and  laia  on  the 
table.     It  is  as  follows : 

Post  Oifick  DEPiaTXEHT,  Jan.  24,  1824. 

Sih:  In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Reprrsentatives  of  ihe  United  States,  at  their  last  ses- 
sion, which  "directed  the  Postmaster  General  to  re- 
port, at  an  early  period  of  the  next  session  of  Congress, 
what  further  measures  are  necessary  to  provide  for  a 
more  equitable  compensation  to  deputy  postmasters, 
according  to  the  duties  and  services  rendered  by  them," 
I  have  the  honor  to  report,  that  the  present  mode  of 
compensating  deputy  postmasters,  by  giving  them  a 
graduated  per  cent,  upon  moneys  received  by  them,  is 
believed  to  be,  in  mobt  caseii,  the  most  equitable  that 
can  be  adopted.  So  far  as  this  compensation  extends, 
it  is  generally  proportioned  to  the  labor  required,  and 
the  responsibility  incurred. 

Deputy  postmasters,  with  a  few  exceptions,  receive 
lesi  for  their  services  than  any  other  officers  of  the 
General  Government.  But,  as  competent  persons  to 
discharge  the  duties  of  postmasters  have  been  found 
willing  to  serve,  in  every  part  of  the  country,  and  as 
the  present  embarrassment  of  this  Department  requires 
the  utmost  economy  in  lU  expenditures,  it  is  believed 
that  the  public  interest  would  not,  at  this  lime,  be  pro- 
moted, by  a  general  increa^^e  of  their  compensation.  A 
small  addition  of  pay  to  each  (>ostmaster  would  afford 
but  little  benefit  to  the  individual,  whilst  it  would  take 
from  the  receipts  of  the  Department  an  amount  so  con- 
siderable, as  to  render  an  appropriation  from  the  Trea- 
sury indispensable.  There  are,  however,  some  post 
offices,  where  the  labor  is  great,  and  the  perquisites  so 
small,  that,  unless  some  additional  compensation  be 
given,  it  is  feared  competent  persons  cannot  long  be 
found  to  discharge  the  duties. 

I  have  endeavored,  though  unsuccessfully,  to  fix 
upon  some  rule,  which  would  give  additional  compen- 
sation, where  it  seems  to  be  indispensable,  without  ex- 
tending the  provision  so  far  as  to  render  the  amount 
objectionable.  It  is  believed  that  no  provision  can  be 
made,  embracing  a  class  of  cases,  so  as  to  give  an  in- 
crease of  pay,  m  the  just  proportion  which  the  services 
require. 

There  are  several  hundred  offices  at  which  packages 
arc  distributed,  for  which  no  additional  compensation 
is  given.  In  some  ca^es  this  duty  is  very  laborious, 
whilst  the  perquisites  of  the  offices  are  very  small.  An 
increased  per  cent,  upon  the  moneys  received  by  each, 
would  not  graduate  the  pay  in  proportion  to  the  ser- 
vice required,  as,  at  some  offices,  which  receive  not 
more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  thu  service 
is  as  laborious  as  at  others,  where  more  than  a  thous- 
and dollars  are  received.  If,  in  such  cases,  an  increase 
often  per  cent,  were  given,  the  compensation  to  some 
would  be  more  than  six  times  greater  than  to  others. 

.More  than  seventy  offices  distribute  packages  after 
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ten  o'clock  at  night,  and  before  five  in  the  morning. 
Postmasters  who  discharge  this  duty,  are  entitled  to 
consideration,  not  only  on  account  of  the  labor  which 
they  perform,  but  the  unreasonable  hours  in  which 
they  are  required  to  perform  it.  But,  in  these  cases, 
an  additional  per  cent,  on  the  moneys  received,  would 
not  do  equal  justice,  as  the  disproportion  for  compen- 
sation, for  similar  services,  would  be  as  great  as  above 
sUted. 

A  specific  sum,  given  to  each  postmaster  for  this 
service,  would  not  compensate  in  proportion  to  the  la- 
bor performed,  as  the  labor  at  some  offices  is  ten  times 
greater  than  at  others. 

If  the  means  of  the  Department  would  authorize  the 
measure,  an  increase  of  pay  to  postmasters  who  sep- 
arate packages,  and  to  some  others,  would  be  neither 
unjust  nor  impolitic  ;  but,  at  present,  it  seems  to  be  ne- 
cessary to  confine  any  provision  for  an  increase  within 
very  narrow  limits. 

On  a  full  consideration  of  the  subject,  it  is  believed 
that  a  special  provision,  in  each  case  where  an  increase 
of  pay  shall  be  deemed  indispensable,  can  be  made 
with  more  justice  to  the  postmaster,  and  less  injury  to 
the  revenue  of  the  Department,  than  any  other  mode 
which  can  be  adopted. 

Which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  McLE.\N. 

Hon.  HiifRT  Clat, 

Speaker  House  of  Representatives. 

SURVEYS  FOR  ROADS  AND  CAN.\LS. 

Mr.  Hemphill  moved  to  postpone  the  order  of 
the  day  to  lake  up  the  bill  for  obtaining  the  neces- 
sary survey,  «Stc.,  on  roads  and  canals.  The  mo- 
tion was  carried — ayes  1U5. 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  addressed  the  Chair 
as  follows: 

If  the  gentleman  on  whose  motion  the  Commit- 
tee last  rose,  and  who,  for  that  reason,  had  been 
expected  to  renew  the  debate,  were  now  in  his  seat, 
1  shodid  certainly  not  interfere  with  his  right ;  but, 
in  his  absence,  1  beg  leave  to  ofler  a  few  consider- 
ations, in  support  of  the  power  of  the  General 
Government  to  lend  its  aid  to  the  making  of  roads 
and  canals. 

The  bill,  now  under  consideration,  proposes 
merely  an  appropriation  of  money  for  certain  sur- 
veys, to  be  made  under  the  direction  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  might,  therefore,  be 
sustained  upon  grounds  which  the  mobt  sceptical 
would  scarcely  controvert ;  but,  as  it  has  been  met 
by  the  general  Constitutional  objection,  and,  as  I 
am  willing  to  treat  it  as  a  step  in  the  progress  of 
internal  improvement,  I  feel  no  inclination  to 
shrink  from  the  topic  thus  presented.  Besides,  the 
expediency  of  incurring  expense  in  procuring  sur- 
veys of  the  country  without  the  power  of  afterwards 
using  the  information  thus  acquired,  might  well 
be  questioned. 

In  entering  upon  this  discussion,  every  one  must 
be  sensible  of  the  disposition,  existing  in  many  sec- 
tions of  the  Union,  to  narrow  the  powers  of  the 
General  Government  as  much  as  possible:  and  it 
cannot  be  disguised,  that  it  has  never  been  per- 
mitted to  adopt  any  measure,  not  forced  upon  it 
by  the  most  urgent  and  imperious  necessity,  even 
to  the  creation  of  a  corporation,  without  a  long 
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and  labored  investigation  into  its  Constitutional 
functions.  Under  a  spirit  of  jealousy,  so  keen  and 
vigilant,  no  serious  usurpation  need  be  appre- 
hended ;  and  if  there  be  any  danger  in  all  this,  I 
rather  think  it  lies  in  a  different  direction. 

I  am  not  disposed  to  complain  of  this  temper, 
however;  but,  on  the  contrary,  would  cherish  it. 
I  have  great  confidence  in  the  sober  good  sense  of 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  and,  so  far  as  our 
frequent  discussions  here  are  calculated  to  explain 
to  them  the  different  views  which  are  entertained 
of  the  nature  of  our  Government,  they  will  learn 
to  think  and  investigate  for  themselves,  and  be 
finally  conducted  to  a  true  interpretation  of  its 
principles.  If  our  powers  be  found  too  narrow  for 
the  public  exigencies,  they  will  enlarge  them;  if 
we  exceed  our  bounds,  they  will  bring  us  back  to 
our  proper  sphere.  We  should  bring  with  us, 
however,  into  all  these  deliberations,  a  disposition 
to  ascertain  what  the  Constitution  really  is,  rather 
than  a  determination  to  make  it  what  we  desire  it 
to  be. 

Upon  this,  as  on  every  other  like  occasion,  the 
advocates  of  the  power  of  the  Government  have 
been  compelled  to  discuss  and  establish  all  its  ele- 
mentary principles — nothing  is  taken  as  settled: 
precedents  go  for  nothing;  and  all  previous  acts 
are  founded  in  usurpation.  We  are  reminded  that 
the  Government  is  a  limited  one;  that  we  have 
no  powers  that  are  not  expressly  granted;  that  all 
others  are  reserved  to  the  States  and  the  people; 
and  that,  as  the  power  to  make  roads  and  canals 
is  not  expressed,  it  does  not  exist.  Some  of  these 
propositions  no  reasonable  man  would  question; 
but  one  would  suppose  it  was  too  late  in  the  day 
to  contend  that  this  Government  may  not  exercise 
any,  and  very  important  powers,  that  are  not  ex- 
pressly given ;  and  yet  this  is  asserted,  and  must 
be  disproved. 

The  true  question  must  always  be,  what  powers 
are  fairly  deducible  from  a  reasonable  interpreta- 
tion of  the  instrument  by  which  they  are  defined  ; 
and  I  am  Iree  to  say,  that  the  nature  of  the  sys- 
tem, the  diversity  of  objects  and  interests  for 
which  it  is  provided,  and  the  variety  of  circum- 
stances through  which  it  must  pass,  demand  a 
liberal  interpretation.  The  observation  has  al- 
ready become  stale,  that  the  principal  objects  only, 
for  which  this  Government  was  created,  could  be 
expressly  defined,  and  that  the  great  mass  of  pow- 
ers, be  they  large  or  small,  which  are  to  be  em- 
ployed as  the  means  necessary  to  accomplish  those 
objects,  could  not  Ite  enumerated  or  expressed,  but 
were  necessarily  to  depend  upon  circumstances, 
as  they  should  ari.se. 

I  concede  to  gentlemen,  that  ours  is  a  limited 
Grovernment ;  limited  as  to  the  objects  confided 
to  its  administration  ;  but  as  to  objects  clearly 
within  the  sphere  of  its  jurisdiction,  its  authority 
is  supreme,  and  unlimited,  as  to  means  necessary 
for  their  accomplishment,  as  the  government  of 
any  State  in  the  Union,  or  of  any  nation  in  the 
world  ;  unless,  in  some  particular  instances,  in 
which  the  means  are  expressly  restricted.  Need 
I  refer  to  examples  in  proof  of  this  position  ?  Let 
gentlemen  advert  to  the  power,  in  Congress,  to 
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coin  money — what  means  may  this  Government 
not  employ,  in  executing  this  power,  which  any 
other  nation  may  use,  as  necessary  to  the  attain- 
ment of  the  end  7  On  our  power  to  punish  the 
counterfeiting  of  the  money  of  the  United  States, 
where  is  the  restriction  ?  Do  we  not  define  the 
crime,  graduate  its  enormity,  and  carry  home  the 
punishment,  even  to  the  life  of  the  offender,  ac- 
cording to  a  discretion  as  unlimited  as  c^n  be  ex- 
ercised by  any  other  power  ?  I  ask  g'?ntlemen  to 
consider  the  war  power  of  this  Government,  and 
to  tell  me,  wherein  we  are  limited,  either  as  to 
ibe  propriety  of  beginning,  or  tljte  means  proper  to 
carry  on,  hostilities,  after  they  are  commenced  ? 
What  may  we  not  do,  in  the  exercise  of  this 
power,  which  the  exigency  of  the  occasion  re- 
quires at  our  hands?  Excepting  the  power  to 
raisearmies,  and  build  a  navy,  scarcely  any  other  in- 
cident to  the  war  power  is  specified  in  the  Constitu- 
tion ;  and  yet  there  is  nothing  which  any  nation 
ought  to  do,  to  make  their  warlike  attitude  effec- 
tual, and  promote  the  safetv  and  honor  of  the 
country,  that  it  would  not  be  our  duty  to  per- 
form. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  who  opened 
this  debate  with  so  much  of  his  usual  ability, 
(Mr.  Barbour,)  does  not  deny  to  us  the  use  of 
means,  but  assumes  a  distinction  between  national 
and  municipal  jurisdiction,  on  which,  if  I  under 
stood  him,  he  placed  his^hief  reliance.  The  gen- 
tleman says,  the  General  Government  can  ex- 
ercise no  municipal  powers,  that  are  not  expressly 
given. 

So  far  as  the  distinction  applies  to  the  principal 
objects  of  the  Government,  I  admit  it  to  be  true, 
but  1  apprehend  that,  as  it  regards  the  means  by 
which  those  objects  are  to  be  effected,  it  will  be 
found  to  be  altogether  gratuitous.  It  is  a  distinc- 
tion, no  where  recognised  in  the  Constitution, 
which,  on  the  contrary,  expres.sly  confers  the 
power  of  passing  all  laws  which  may  be  neces- 
sary and  proper  to  carry  into  effect  the  defined 
powers  ot  the  Government.  The  character  of 
the  means  must  correspond  with  the  nature  of  the 
object  to  be  effected,  and  mar  be  municipal  or 
otherwise,  as  the  occasion  requires.  The  powers 
of  this  Government  are  of  two  classes,  national 
and  municipal ;  the  first  having  reference  to  the 
foreign  relations,  and  the  other  to  the  domestic 
concerns  of  the  country.  All  the  powers  of  internal 
police,  which  are  not  a  few,  are  necessarily  mu- 
nicipal in  the  proper  and  strict  meaning  of  the 
term. 

In  regard  to  some  of  the  objects  I  have  already 
adverted  to,  our  power  is  strictly  municipal,  and 
cannot  be  executed  without  municipal  legislation, 
and  to  these  may  be  added,  the  power  of  taxation, 
which,  if  it  be  not  a  municipal  fwwer  through- 
out, I  would  thank  any  gentleman  to  tell  me  what 
it  really  is.  If  these  be  municipal  powers  in  the 
States,  by  what  metamorphosis  do  they  take  a 
different  character,  when  extrcised  by  Congress, 
whose  power,  emanating  from  the  same  source, 
differs  only  in  the  extent  of  its  juri>diction  ?  I  put 
the  question  to  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, \i^  in  the  pursuit  of  a  given  object,  munici- 


pal authority  be  indispensably  necessary,  can  it  be 
denied?  If,  in  executing  the  high  duties  com- 
mitted to  its  trust,  this  Government  cannot  act 
without  municipal  means,  must  it,  because  they 
are  such,  discard  their  employment,  and  be  stayed 
in  its  progress,  for  the  want  of  the  most  ordinary 
power?  If,  in  regulating  the  coin,  we  cannot  get 
on  without  municipal  authority,  are  we  to  leave 
it  without  any  regulation?  And  if  we  can  exer- 
cise such  authority,  in  any  one  case,  where  is  the 
limit?  The  distinction,  to  be  good  far  any  thing, 
must  avail  throughout.  If  it  fail  in  any  case,  its 
existence  is  imaginary,  and  we  may  employ  all  the 
means,  which  may  be  necessary  and  proper,  for 
the  attainment  of  the  object.  The  fallacy  of^this 
distinction,  so  much  relied  upon,  will  be  yet  more 
apparent,  when  we  come  to  consider  the  particu- 
lar clauses  in  the  Constitution,  which  confer  the 
power  in  question. 

Various  parts  of  this  instrument  have  been  relied 
upon,  as  furnishing  the  power  over  roads  and  ca- 
nals; and  though  I  am  not  called  upon  to  admit 
or  deny  the  propriety  of  all  the  deductions,  I  can 
well  suppose  that  the  authority  may  be  necessarily 
incident  to  more  than  one  power  of  the  same  Gov- 
ernment. I  do  not  design  to  consider  all  the  sour- 
ces from  which  this  authority  may  be  derived;  it 
will  be  sufficient  for  my  argument,  if  I  can  satis- 
factorily trace  it  to  one,  and  I  have  no  strength  to 
waste  in  any  unnecessary  display.  I  must  beg 
leave,  however,  to  disclaim  all  reliance  upon  the 
preamble  to  the  Constitution,  as  conferring  any 
power;  and  I  am  also  free  to  concede,  that  the 
clause  authorizing  the  raising  of  revenue,  to  pro- 
vide for  the  common  defence  and  general  welfare, 
does  not,  in  ray  opinion,  afford  it.  It  is  true,  we 
are  authorized  to  provide  for  the  common  defence 
and  general  welfare,  but  we  are  to  do  this  by  a 
wise  and  faithful  exercise  of  the  powers  granted 
us  by  the  Constitution  ;  and  unless  the  povJer  to 
make  roads  and  canals  be  elsewhere  given,  or  ne- 
cessarily results  from  some  other  power,  we  can- 
not assume  it,  by  appropriating  money  to  objects 
not  confided  to  us. 

From  the  best  consideration  I  have  been  able  to 
give  this  subject,  I  think  the  power  over  roads  and 
canals  is  incident  to,  and  faithfully  results  from, 
the  commercial  power  of  the  Government. 

The  Constitution  provides  that  "Congress  shall 
have  power  to  regulate  commerce  with  ujreign  na- 
tions, and  among  the  several  States,  and  with  the 
Indian  tribes." 

Whatever  diversity  of  opinion  may  exist  as  to 
the  range  of  the  powers  here  delegated,  it  cannot 
be  denied  that  they  are  paramount  and  supreme 
over  the  objects  embraced  by  the  clause,  and  may 
be  exercised  by  Congress  whenever  it  shall  thinic 
proper,  to  the  exclusion  of  all  local  authority,  it 
is  equally  clear  that  the  commercial  power  is  the 
most  important  in  its  creation,  and  the  most  mi- 
nute and  extensive  in  its  operation,  which  can 
belong  to  any  Government.  It  regards  the  enter- 
prise, industry,  occupations,  and  property,  of  every 
man,  and  constitutes  one  of  the  principal  objects 
of  civil  government.  Who  does  not  perceive,  too, 
that  the  power  here  given  over  the  internal  com- 
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inerce  of  the  United  States,  is  peculiarly  of  a  mu- 
nicipal character?  The  power  of  directing  their 
daily  intercourse,  regulating  their  industry,  and 
connecting  itself  with  all  their  pursuits  ! 

Let  me  then  ask  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Barbour.)  what  becomes  of  his 
municipal  limitation  ?  Here  is  a  municipal  power 
expres>ly  granted,  and  for  municipal  purposes. 
If  the  principal  power  be,  in  its  nature,  municipal, 
may  it  not,  nay,  must  it  not,  be  executed  by  mu- 
nicipal means?  How  can  the  Government  act 
upon  the  objects  of  this  power,  but  by  municipal 
legislation  ?  No  one  denies  us  the  right  of  pass- 
ing laws  of  inspection,  in  regard  to  the  domestic 
commerce — and  what  is  this  but  municipal  legisla- 
tion ?  May  we  not  define  and  punish  violations 
of  our  regulations,  and  do  not  the  definition  and 
punishment  of  crime  constitute  one  of  the  highest 
attributes  of  municipal  and  sovereign  jurisdic- 
tion ?  It  is  manifest,  therefore,  that  in  relation 
to  the  power  delegated  by  this  clause,  the  distinc- 
tion utterly  fails.  Congress  may  employ  muni- 
cipal means  subject  to  no  other  limit  than  that 
prescribed  by  a  judicious  discretion.  Sir,  I  con- 
tend that  this  power  was  confided  to  the  General 
Government  for  great  and  wise  purposes  ;  to  cher- 
ish the  resources  and  promote  the  industry  of  a 
growing  and  extensive  empire,  and  must  be  exer- 
cised by  the  ordinary  means,  for  the  attainment 
of  those  purposes. 

The  question  then  i?*,  Mr.  Chairman,  what  is 
the  extent  of  the  power  granted  to  Congress  by 
this  clause  of  the  Constitution  ? 

I  will  not  detain  the  Committee  in  any  philolo- 

5ical  examination  of  the  phraseology  of  this  clause, 
'he  subject  soars  above  any  such  disquisition.  I 
contend,  that,  from  the  nature  of  the  subject,  and 
the  structure  of  the  Government,  it  confers  to  Con- 
gress the  whole  commercial  power  over  the  trade 
among  the  States,  which  could  have  been  pre- 
viously exercised  by  the  States  themselves,  in  re- 
lation to  this  subject.  Less  power  than  this  would 
be  insufficient  for  the  attainment  of  the  objects  of 
the  Government. 

The  plain  import  of  the  term  "regulate"  is,  to 
afford  reasonable  facilities.  It  implies  a  complete 
control  over  the  subject ;  the  power  of  securing 
to  the  people  of  one  part  of  the  Union  the  right 
of  carrying  on  commercial  intercourse  with  any 
and  every  other  part,  and  of  affording  and  pre- 
serving the  means  of  intercourse,  independent  of 
all  interference  by  any  local  authority.  It  in- 
tended to  extract  the  commercial  power  previously 
distributed  among  the  component  States  of  the 
Union,  and  concentrate  it  in  one  arm,  to  be  em- 
ployed with  united  efforts  for  a  common  and  gen- 
eral end.  It  meant  to  make  the  commercial  inter- 
course of  the  thirteen  separate  States,  that  of  one 
nation,  subject  to  one  and  the  same  Government, 
and  when  it  transferred  the  subject  itself  from  all 
these  Stales,  it  accompanied  it  with  the  same 
means  which  those  Stales,  combined,  might  have 
employed  to  regulate  it,  among  themselves.  If  it 
did  not  mean  to  do  thi-,  I  think  it  will  be  evident, 
from  a  consideration  of  all  the  parts  of  the  Con- 
•titution,  that  the  commercial  intercourse  among 


the  States  of  this  Union,  is  less  protected,  and  in 
a  worse  situation  now,  that  it  was  before. 

It  has  been  insisted,  however,  that  the  power 
to  regulate  commerce  confers  nricrely  a  fiscal  au- 
thority, and  was  designed  to  prevent  preferences 
in  behalf  of  the  trade  of  one  Slate,  through  the 
medium  of  discriminations,  to  the  prejudice  of 
another.     I  will  not  deny  that  this  was  one  ob- 
ject of  the  power ;  but  it  would  be  unworthy  of 
the  subject  to  say  that  it  was  the  only  one.     The 
power  to  regulate  commerce  would  undoubtedly 
imply  an  authority  to  encumber  it  with  duties 
and  burdens,  and  it  would  be  strange  if  it  could 
encumber,  and  yet  not  facilitate.    But  this  branch 
of  the  power  to  regulate  commerce,  which  would 
otherwise  have  resulted,  is  taken  away  by  another 
part  of  the  Constitution,  which  forbids  Congress 
to   levy  any  imposition  upon  the  exports  of  a 
State,  and  on  the  imports  into  one  State  from 
another.     We  can  give  no  preferences — and  the 
States  are  also  prohibited,  by  an  express  clause, 
from  exercising  similar  powers.     To  ascribe  to 
this  clause,  therefore,  no  other  object  than  a  mere 
fiscal  authority,  would  be  to  make  it  entirely  super- 
erogatory ;  it  wouid  be  worse — it  would  be  a  mere 
passive,  dormant  authority — an  instrument  taken 
from  the  Slates  and  transferred   to  the  General 
Government,  to  be  used  by  neither.   But  the  States 
did  not  mean  to  abandon  their  commercial  indus- 
try to  the  mercy  of  chance;  on  the  contrary,  they 
intended  to  remove  it  from  the  superintendence  of 
disjointed  councils,  and  place  it  under  the  auspices 
of  a  united  and  efficient  government.     The  terms 
"  to  regulate,"  imply  a  vigilant  and  active  power, 
to  be  exerted  according  to  the  exigency  of  the  oc- 
casion.    Not  a  power  merely  to  ward  off  injuries 
from  others,  but  also  to  afford  facilities  ourselves, 
whenever  the  wants  and  condition  of  the  country 
re<iuire  them  at  our  hands.     The  power  of  doing, 
by  the  exertion  of  the  national  will  and  resources, 
that  which  could  only  have  been   accomplished, 
anterior  to  the  Union,  by  the  concurrence  of  two 
or  more  of  the  State  sovereignties. 

Without  meaning  to  violate  my  promise  not  to 
engage  in  verbal  criticism,  but  to  illustrate  the 
extent  of  the  power  in  Congress,  in  relation  to 
commerce  among  the  States,  let  me,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, refer  gentlemen  to  the  power  exercised  un- 
der this  word  "regulate,"  in  regard  to  the  com- 
merce with  foreign  nations.  It  must  hare  the 
same  meaning  in  both  instances,  and  must  confer 
the  same  degree  of  power  in  one  case  as  in  the 
other. 

Of  commerce  with  foreign  nations,  a  fiscal  ati- 
thority  is  not  only  a  legitimate  regulation,  but  is 
an  ordinary  source  of  revenue,  and  would,  there- 
fore, from  the  reason  of  the  case  and  the  necessi- 
ties of  the  Government,  naturally  fall  within  the 
clause;  but  no  one  ever  dreamed  that  the  power 
of  Congress  was  confined  to  this  limit. 

In  virtue  of  our  power  to  regulate  commerce 
with  foreign  nations,  we  lay  an  embarco  and  pro- 
hibit the  intercourse  altogether,  as  well  of  vessels 
as  merchandise.  We  erect  lighthouses,  and  pro- 
vide beacons  and  buoys  to  conduct  the  mariner 
into  our  rivers,  and  lead  him  in  safety  over  the 
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shoals  and  obstructions  which  lie  in  his  path.     If 
we  do  not  make  hira  a  way  over  the  ocean,  we 

guard  that  way  with  fleetsandconvoys,  and  shield 
im  from  the  depredation  of  enemies  and  rivals. 
Under  the  same  power,  we  establish  ports  of  entry 
and  for  unlading;  we  erect  public  custom  and 
warehouses;  we  may  provide  a  system  of  quaran- 
tine laws,  and  we  have  enacted  laws  for  the  saving 
and  preservation  of  wrecks  and  property  stranded 
upon  our  shores. 

In  short,  we  have,  throughout  our  system  of  le- 
gislation, exercised  a  complete  authority  over  the 
whole  subject,  and  have  never  failed  to  afford  it 
all  necessary  facilities  in  every  part.  By  what 
rule  of  construction,  give  me  leave  to  ask,  can  the 
same  power,  which  is  admitted  to  be  unlimited  in 
regard  to  our  foreign  commerce,  be  restricted  to  a 
mere  imaginary  superintendence,  in  relation  to 
the  trade  among  the  several  States?  Lights  and 
beacons  offer  a  guide  and  facilities  only  to  that 
portion  of  our  commerce  which  passes  over  the 
waters  of  the  United  Slates;  but  what  is  to  be- 
come of  that  class  of  merchants  who  are  obliged 
to  plod  their  way  over  the  almost  impat-sable  mires 
and  mountains  of  the  interior? 

If,  therefore,  the  power  to  regulate  commerce 
gives  to  Congress  the  whole  commercial  authority 
over  the  commerce  among  the  States,  it  includes 
the  power  of  affording  all  necessary  facilities  to 
the  intercourse.  This  includes  the  right  of  way — 
of  transit — the  right  of  passing  over  and  through 
the  territories  of  one  or  more  of  the  States  to  any 
part  of  the  Union.  In  this  is  involved  the  whole 
power  contended  for.  If  the  right  of  carrying  on 
commerce  includes  the  right  of  way,  the  power 
over  commerce  necessarily  involves  a  control  over 
the  right  of  passage — the  power  of  preserving, 
of  regulating,  of  providing  it.  Suppose  this  pas- 
sage to  be  denied,  or  the  way  to  be  obstructed, 
may  we  not  open  the  passage  and  remove  the  ob- 
struction ?  If  there  be  no  way,  and  the  local  author- 
ity refuse,  or  be  unable  to  afford  it,  may  we  not 
provide  one?  All  admit  that  no  one  State  can 
impose  duties  or  burdens  upon  merchandise,  on  its 
passage  through  its  territories;  but,  if  it  cannot 
embarrass  its  transit  by  duties,  it  would  be  absurd 
to  suppose  it  could  exercise  the  higher  power  of 
absolutely  shutting  out  the  intercourse.  And  why 
is  the  exercise  oi  such  an  authority  denied  to  the 
States,  but  because  they  have  surrendered  their 
power  over  the  commercial  intercourse  of  the 
country,  and  transferred  it  to  the  General  Gov- 
ernment ?  Can  gentlemen  doubt  the  control  of 
this  Government  over  the  right  of  way,  for  com- 
mercial purposes?  Let  me  stale  an  instance  in 
which  the  power  of  Congress  would  apply  ;  and, 
because  I  am  more  familiar  with  it  than  any  other, 
I  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  river  Delaware.  It  is 
known  that  this  river  passes  through  the  territories 
of  Delaware,  Pennsylvania,  and  New  Jersey,  and 
that  each  of  these  States  claims  a  certain  juris- 
diction over  it.  It  is  a  highway  for  the  com- 
merce not  only  of  these,  but  of  other  Slates,  North 
and  South,  whose  citizens  may  desire  to  pQ»h  their 
enterprise  in  that  direction.  Will  any  geoileman 
pretend  that  either  Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey,  or 


Delaware,  can  deny  to  the  commerce  of  any  part 
of  the  Union  a  passage  over  this  river  to  any  point 
of  destination  ?  Suppose,  however,  its  naviga- 
tion to  be  obstructed,  or  otherwise  so  hazardous 
as  to  prevent  all  intercourse  through  this  channel, 
and  the  States  claiming  the  jurisdiction  decline, 
or  are  unable  to  obviate  the  difficulty — why  may 
not  Congress  interpose  and  afford  the  facilities  ne- 
cessary for  the  commercial  intercourse  of  all  the 
States  who  desire  to  engage  in  it  ? 

The  case  here  supposed  is  a  fair  illustration  of  the 
power  of  Congress  over  this  subject,  and  should 
quiet  the  apprehensions  of  gentlemen  of  any  en- 
croachment upon  State  rights.  It  is  not  an  in- 
terference with  the  internal  police  of  any  one 
State,  nor  is  it  the  power  of  regulating  the  local 
commerce  between  different  points  of  a  Slate,  by 
its  own  citizens  ;  it  steers  clear  of  all  these  con- 
cerns, which,  for  the  purposes  of  the  argument, 
may  be  left  under  the  undisturbed  control  of  the 
Slate  government.  But  it  is  the  higher  and  more 
extensive  power  of  facilitating  the  commercial 
intercourse  "among  the  several  Slates,"  and  be- 
tween the  various  and  different  sections  of  one 
great  empire  ;  a  power,  let  it  be  remembered, 
which  the  Slates  are  under  no  obligation  to  exer- 
cise, and  which  would  require  the  concurrence  of 
more  than  one  to  execute. 

The  power  of  regulating  the  internal  commerce 
of  any  one  State  with  the  different  parts  of  its  own 
territories  may  be  vested  in  its  local  Legislature, 
but  the  power  of  regulating  the  commercial  inter- 
course throughout  the  Union,  of  obliterating  geo- 
graphical distinctions  in  relation  to  this  inter- 
course, and  of  affording  it  facilities  in  each  and 
evtry  direction,  exi>ts  nowhere,  unless  it  be  ia 
Congress.  It  is  a  power  which  could  have  been 
exercised  antecedent  to  this  Government  only  by 
treaty  between  two  or  more  of  the  $tates,  and  as, 
by  the  present  Consiilutioo,  the  States  are  pro- 
hibited from  entering  into  treaties,  unless  the  pow- 
er be  now  in  the  General  Government,  it  is  utterly 
extinct.  Besides,  sir,  how  can  it  be  expected  of 
those  States,  intervening  between  the  Eastern  and 
Western  or  Northern  and  Southern  extremities  of 
this  great  nation,  to  furnish  the  facilities  of  inter- 
course with  each  of  these  extremes  ?  Certainly, 
they  are  under  no  obligation  to  provide  them,  and 
if  their  immediate  interests  do  not  require  it,  it  is 
no  cause  of  complaint  if  they  fail  to  do  so.  Sir,  it 
was  to  obviate  such  difficulties  as  these  that  the 
control  over  the  general  commerce  of  ihe  country 
was  vested  in  the  United  States  for  general  raiher 
than  local  purposes.  As  this  power  resided  in  no 
individual  State,  prior  to  the  Constitution,  it  is 
emphatically  an  attribute  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment ;  It  is  a  creature  of  the  Union,  sprung  up  with 
its  existence,  and  must  be  co-extensive  with  its 
territorial  jurisdiction.  It  results  from  the  new 
formation  of  the  powers  of  the  Government,  and 
is  necessary  to  the  faithful  discharge  of  its  duties. 
Can  It  be  maintained  that  the  General  Govern- 
ment shall  be  dependent,  for  the  execution  of  so 
esM-nlial  a  power,  upon  the  prejudice  or  parsimony 
of  any  local  authority,  or  was  this  high  power  con- 
tided  to  us  for  empty  purposes,  to  lie  inactive  in 
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our  hands — a  great  colossal  statue,  bestriding  the 
Slates  of  the  Union,  a  monument  of  its  own  in- 
significance ? 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  in  at- 
tempting to  limit  our  commercial  power  to  mere 
fiscal  regulations,  has  supported  his  position  by  a 
reference  to  the  commentary  by  the  writers  of  the 
"  Federalist,"  recommending  the  Constitution  to 
the  adoption  of  the  American  people;  and,  with 
this  view,  read  that  part  of  their  commentary  re- 
lating to  this  clause.  I  should  be  the  last  to  un- 
dervalue the  merit  of  this  work,  or  the  worth  of 
its  illustrious  authors ;  but  surely  no  gentleman 
will  seriously  contend  that  this  Government  can 
exercise  no  other  powers  than  such  as  are  specified 
in  those  numbers.  It  should  be  recollected  that 
these  writings  were  designed  to  recommend  the 
instrument  to  the  people,  and  therefore  pressed 
upon  their  attention  such  arguments  only  as  would 
be  most  likely  to  secure  their  approbation,  rather 
than  unfold  all  the  consequences  which  would 
follow  from  its  provisions.  They  might  not  choose 
to  express  all  that  would  be  fairly  involved,  or, 
what  is  more  likely,  they  did  not  foresee  the  full 
extent  of  the  grant.  Wise  and  great  as  were  the 
framers  of  the  American  Constitution,  and  the 
auliiors  of  the  Federalist,  they  were  incompetent 
to  such  a  task.  No  man  can  suppose  that  it  was 
within  the  reach  of  human  sagacity  to  enumerate 
or  foresee  all  tlie  powers  which  it  might  be  neces- 
sary and  proper  for  this  Government  to  exercise 
in  the  progress  of  events ;  and,  if  it  could  do  no 
other  act  than  such  as  may  have  been  in  the  con- 
templation of  those  by  whom  it  was  established, 
it  would  be  the  weakest  of  human  institutions. 
It  could  neither  accommodate  itself  to  circum- 
stances, profit  by  the  wisdom  of  experience,  or 
keep  pace  with  the  progress  of  the  nation.  The 
framers  of  the  American  Constitution  designed 
only  to  mark  the  general  limits  of  a  vast  system 
of  government,  which  they  hoped  would  be  per- 
petuated to  endless  ages,  and  pass  through  all  the 
variety  incident  to  national  existence.  They  did 
not  pretend  to  delineate  all  the  details  of  its  ac- 
tion ;  they  gave  it  in  the  best  language  they  could 
employ,  and  left  us  to  infer  their  meaning  accord- 
ing to  the  known  and  established  rules  of  inter- 
e relation,  according  to  the  exigencies  of  the  times, 
lut,  sir,  it  will  be  found,  upon  examination,  that 
the  commentary  referred  to  by  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  is  not  less  comprehensive  than  I  have 
supposed  our  powers  to  be.  It  is  true,  that,  in  the 
paper  read  by  the  gentleman,  it  is  said,  "a  very 
'  material  object  of  this  power  was  the  relief  of 
'  the  States  which  import  and  export  through 
'  other  States,  from   the  improper  contributions 

*  levied  on  them  by  the  latter  ;"  and  thi.>,  no  doubt, 
is  so;  but  it  by  no  means  follows  that  this  single 
material  object  was  the  only  one  to  be  effected, 
and  which,  from  oilier  clauses  in  the  instrument, 
would  have  followed  without  this  provision.  In 
the  same  number,  quoted  by  the  gentleman,  the 
pxtenl  of  this  clause  I  am  now  considering  is  more 
fully  explained  ;  and  it  is  there  said,  "the  neces- 
'  sity  of  a  superintending  authority  over-the  recip- 

*  rocal  trade  of  confederated  States  has  been  iilus- 


'  trated  by  other  examples  as  well  as  our  own. 
'  In  Switzerland,  where  the  union  is  so  very  slight, 
'  each  canton  is  obliged  to  allow  to  merchandises 
'  a  passage  through  its  jurisdiction  into  other  can- 
'  tons,  without  an  augmentation  of  the  tolls.'*'  It 
is  therefore  manifest,  that  a  power  of  enforcing 
the  right  of  passage  was  evidently  embraced  by 
this  clause,  and  it  is  equally  manifest,  as  I  have 
already  shown,  as  I  hope,  that  this  right  compre- 
hends the  whole  argument. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  if  we  are  to  depart  from 
the  plain  import  of  the  words  used  in  the  Consti- 
tution to  search  for  its  meaning,  a  much  more  le- 
gitimate rule  of  interpretation  would  lead  us  to 
inquire  into  the  evils  existing  anterior  to  its  adop- 
tion, and  which  it  was  designed  to  obviate.  We 
all  know  that  considerations  connected  with  the 
commercial  interests  were  the  most  powerful  in- 
ducements to  the  present  form  of  Government. 
A  divided  empire  over  the  commercial  inter- 
course'"among  the  several  States,"  and  the  im- 
becility of  the  old  Confederation  over  the  same 
subject,  were  the  principal  defects  of  that  system, 
which  ultimately  led  to  its  dissolution  and  the 
erection  of  the  present  Constitution  upon  its  ruins. 
The  great  object  was,  to  take  from  the  several 
States  the  whole  commercial  power  over  this 
branch  of  commerce,  and  confide  it  to  a  single 
Government.  In  the  sixth  number  of  the  Federal^ 
iist,  the  object  is  emphatically  stated  to  be  to  divest 
the  Slates  of  this  power  to  prevent  the  evils  of 
"rivalships  and  competitions  of  commerce  be- 
tween commercial  nations;"  and  every  one  must 
perceive  that  these  nvalships  would  be  as  likely  to 
interrupt  the  intercourse  by  actual  obstructions  as 
by  the  less  effectual  expedients  of  discriminating 
impositions.  In  the  eleventh  number  of  the  same 
commentary,  the  utility  of  the  commercial  power 
in  Congress  is  thus  explained  :  "An  unrestrained 
'  intercourse  between  the  States  themselves  will 
'  advance  the  trade  of  each,  by  an  interchange  of 
'  their  respective  productions.  The  views  of  com- 
'  merce  in  every  part  will  be  replenished,  and  will 
'  acquire  additional  motion  and  vigor  from  a  free 
'  circulation  of  the  commodities  of  every  part.  It 
'  may,  perhaps,  be  replied  to  this,  that  whether  the 
'  States  are  united  or  disunited,  there  would  still 
'  be  an  intimate  intercourse  between  them,  which. 
'  would  answer  the  same  end.  But  this  intercourse 
'  would  be  fettered,  interrupted,  and  narrowed  by 
'  a  multiplicity  of  causes."  Is  it  not  evident  from 
all  this,  that  intercourse  among  the  States,  free 
from  all  restraints  and  interruptions,  in  whatever 
manner  they  should  be  interposed,  was  the  object 
of  the  power  And  how  can  this  be  effected,  with- 
out authority  in  Congress  to  prevent  interruption 
and  provide  the  means  of  intercourse?  If,  with- 
out this  clause,  the  States  had  the  power  of  in- 
terrupting the  intercourse  in  future  commercial 
sovereignty,  they  had  the  power  also  of  providing 
the  means  of  carrying  it  on  ;  and  if  they  have 
been  deprived  of  the  former,  and  have  parted  with 
their  control  over  the  subject,  by  what  process  of 
reasoning  can  it  be  maintained  that  they  have  re- 
tained the  latter  ? 

I  assume  it  to  be  proved,  then,  Mr.  Chairman, 
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that  the  whole  power  over  the  commerce  *•'  among 
the  several  States,"  is  vested  in  Congress,  and  that 
we  are  bound  to  employ  all  the  means  which  are 
necessary  and  proper  to  make  it  effectual,  and  to 
conduce  to  a  free  and  easy  intercourse. 

I  admit,  that  the  means  to  be  employed  must 
have  a  natural,  an  appropriate,  and  even  a  neces- 
sary relation  to  the  end  proposed  to  be  attained. 
They  should  naturally  and  directly  promote,  and 
be  immediately  subservient  to,  the  great  object  in 
view.  But  I  deny,  as  has  been  contended,  that 
they  must  be  absolutely  indispensable,  or  the  only 
means  which  could  be  employed  in  relation  to  the 
object.  Such  never  could  have  been  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Constitution,  which,  upon  such  princi- 
ples would  leave  the  Government  without  discre- 
tion or  responsibility.  If  this  doctrine  were  true, 
instead  of  composing  Congress,  as  we  now  en- 
deavor at  least  to  do,  with  the  virtue  and  intelli- 
gence of  the  nation,  by  men  distinguished  for  their 
knowledge  and  sagacity,  we  should  select  such  as 
are  ignorant,  and  of  narrow  views,  the  instru- 
ments of  a  blind  impulse,  and  to  be  moved  only 
by  some  stern  irresistible  necessity.  Under  such 
a  doctrine  no  act  of  legislation  would  be  safe  ;  for 
though  at  the  time,  it  might  be  supposed  to  be  ab- 
solutely necessary,  yet,  if  subsequent  experience 
should  prove  it  otherwise,  the  acts  would,  for  that 
reason,  be  unconstitutional.  Sir,  according  to  the 
true  spirit  of  our  Government,  we  must  exercise  a 
judicious  discretion  over  all  these  subjects,  and  use 
our  powers,  as  far  as  we  know  how,  to  promote 
the  happiness  of  the  people.  Discretion  implies 
the  power  of  selection,  and  in  adopting  measures 
for  the  performance  of  the  high  duties  confided  to 
us,  we  must  take  those  which,  according  to  the 
circumstances,  will  most  certainly  attain  the  end. 
In  all  this  our  responsibility  is  to  the  people,  who, 
if  we  err,  will  not  fail  to  apply  the  remedy. 

In  executing  the  powers  of  this  Government,  we 
cannot,  and  should  not  discard  the  lessons  of  ex- 
perience, and  we  are  always  safe  in  adopting  those 
measures  which  arc,  in  themselves,  immediately 
relative  to  the  object,  and  which  all  other  govern- 
ments employ  as  the  means  for  the  attainment  of 
similar  objects.  I  insist  that  this  is  the  safe  and 
reasonable  criterion,  and  I  contend  that  roads  and 
canals  are  the  natural  and  appropriate  means  of 
executing  the  commercial  power  with  all  nations, 
and  are  considered  by  every  government,  of  which 
we  have  any  knowledge,  as  falling  properly  within 
the  range  of  its  commercial  regulations.  It  is  here 
the  mistake  of  gentlemen  on  the  opposite  side  con- 
sists, in  blending  the  objects  of  Government  with 
the  means  ordinarily  employed  for  their  attain- 
ment, and  in  treating  roads  and  canals  as  distinct 
from  the  commercial  power,  when  in  fact  they 
result,  of  necessity,  from  its  exercise.  The  gene- 
ral objects  of  a  government  are  few,  and  easily 
defined,  and  the  power  of  executing  these  includes 
all  other  powers  which  are  necessary  to  their  ex- 
ecution. 

The  great  objects  of  good  government  consist, 
principally,  in  procuring  the  happiness  of  the  na- 
tion— m  providing  for  its  necessities,  and  in  forti- 
fying it  against  hostile  attacks. 


In  the  first  class  may  be  comprehended  all  re«'- 
ulations  regarding  education,  the  arts,  and  sciences, 
religion,  and  the  whole  field  of  justice  and  polity. 
Over  these  the  State  and  General  Governments 
exercise,  in  some  measure,  a  divided  dominion, 
but  with  equal  means  for  the  attainment  of  their 
respective  objects. 

In  the  second  class  are  included  the  agricultural 
and  commercial,  and  in  the  third  the  military 
power. 

The  military  power  is  exclusively  in  the  Grene- 
ral  Government,  and,  in  virtue  of  this  authority, 
we  employ  all  the  means  which  are  ordinarily 
employed  by  other  nations  lor  the  same  object. 

Under  this  power,  and  as  naturally  incidental 
to  it,  we  build  forts  and  arsenals,  and  erect  fortifi- 
cations, ad  libitum^  whenever  we  deem  them  ne- 
cessary for  the  defence  of  the  nation.  Will  any 
gentleman  say  that  forts  and  arsenals  are  more 
necessary  for  tlie  purposes  of  defence,  than  roads 
and  canals  for  those  of  commerce?  A  country 
may  well  be  defended  without  either  forts  or  ar- 
senals, which  do  not  always  afford  the  best  pro- 
tection, but  no  one  would  hazard  the  opinion,  that 
commerce  can  exist  without  either  roads  or  canals. 
The  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia  has  said, 
however,  that  our  authority  to  provide  forts  and 
arsenals,  is  derived  from  that  clause  in  the  Con- 
stitution which  authorizes  Congress  to  exercise 
exclusive  jurisdiction  over  property  which  may  be 
purchased  for  these  purposes,  with  the  consent  of 
a  State,  and  that,  therefore,  we  cannot  erect  such 
works  without  such  purchase  and  consent.  Sir, 
this  is  manifestly  a  mistaken  interpretation.  The 
object  of  this  clause,  as  is  apparent  from  its  gen- 
eral character  and  phraseology,  is  plainly,  not  to 
cont'er  the  right  to  purchase  land  and  erect  fortifi- 
cations, but  to  authorize  exclusive  jurisdiction 
over  the  soil  which  may  be  purchased  with  the 
consent  of  a  State.  The  power  to  erect  military 
works  is  incidental,  or  there  can  be  none  of  that 
description  ;  and  if  we  have  the  power  to  erect 
those  works,  it  would  be  absurd  to  deny  us  the 
right  to  purchase  the  land  whereon  to  erect  them, 
unless,  indeed,  we  might  be  supposed  to  build  cas- 
tles in  the  air.  The  right  to  purchase  land,  to 
become  the  proprietor  of  soil,  without  jurisdiction, 
is  one  of  the  most  simple  kind  ;  and  to  deny  it, 
would  be  to  deny  this  Government  a  right  enjoyed 
by  every  petty  corporation,  nay,  by  the  humblest 
individual  in  the  community.  But  the  right  of 
purchasing  and  acquiring  fee  simple  title  to  land, 
does  not  necessarily  transfer  jurisdiction,  which  is 
no  part  of  the  soil,  but  resides  in  the  local  gov- 
ernment. 

It  is  desirable  in  many  cases,  however,  that  the 
Government  should  possess  such  a  jurisdiction 
over  its  forts  and  public  works,  for  their  better  po- 
lice and  management;  and  such  a  jurisdiction  re- 
siding in  the  State  cannot  be  obtained  without  it.^ 
consent;  and  for  this  reason,  therefore,  this  clause 
provides  for  such  an  acquisition. 

The  gentleman  is  equally  mistaken  in  suppos- 
ing that  jurisdiction  is  at  all  necessary  to  the  pur- 
chase of  property.  If  the  jurisdiction  were  not 
transferred  to  the  United  States,  it  would  remaia 
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in  the  local  Government,  whose  laws  and  author- ' 
ity  would,  in  most  instances,  be  adequate  to  all  j 
the  purposes  of  protection  and  security.  Sir,  all  i 
the  custom-houses  which  have  been  built  by  the  , 
Gieneral  Grovernment,  and  sites  on  which  they  i 
are  erected,  are  precisely  in  this  situation,  and  no 
jurisdiction  has  ever  been  required  by  the  United 
Slates,  or  ceded  by  the  States  in  which  they  are  ; 
located.  j 

Besides,  sir,  the  fifth  amendment  to  the  Consti-  j 
tution  provides  that  we  shall  not  take  private  pro- 
perty for  public  use,  without  making  just  compen- ! 
saiion.  The  implication  here  is  clear,  that  we  i 
have  the  authority  to  apply  private  property  to  i 
public  use,  making  iust  compensation  ;  for  such  | 
a  provision  would  have  been  entirely  useless,  if  I 
we  could  only  purchase  with  the  consent  of  a 
Slate,  who  would  be  at  liberty  to  stipulate  its  i 
own  terms.  ' 

If,  then,  sir,  we  may  erect  forts  and  other  works  \ 
for  defence,  and  purchase  land  for  this  purpose, 
as  ordinarily  and  naturally  incident  to  the  mili- 
tary power  of  the  Government,  why  may  we  not 
acquire  land  for  the  purpose  of  making  roads  and 
canals,  if  they  be  ordinarily  and  naturally  inci- ^ 
dent  to  some  other  general  power  ?     Suppose  us 
to  acquire   land    by  purchase,   for  this  purpose, 
where  is  the  interference  with  the  State  author- 
ity ?     The  owner  of  the  soil  may  make  a  road 
over  his  own  premises,  without  [>ermission  of  the 
local  government ;   and  so  may  a  company  of  indi- 
viduals, if  they  please  to  forego  the  advantages 
for  winch  acts  of  incorporation  are  usually  de- 
sired. I  But,  suppose  us  to  acquire  property  for  a 
similar  purpose  in  any  other  way  :  we  should  not 
absolutely  require  the  jurisdiction.     Our  acquisi- 
tion and  property  would  be  equally  protected  by 
the  local  municipality,  which,  I  insist,  however, 
could  never  interfere  with  our  conservative  power. 
In  the  agricultural  jwwer  similar  incidents  re- 
sult;    and,  in  the  execution  of  this  duty,  every 
good  Government  not  only  exerts  its  means  to 
provide  and  regulate  the  labor  with  which  it  is 
carried  on,  but   may,  if  it  think  proper,  provide 
public  stores,  and  granaries,  and  a  multitude  of 
other  facilities  necessary  to  its  good  management. 
This  power  I  admit  to  be  exclusively  with  the 
States;  but  the  commercial  power  "among  the 
States"  is  as  certainly  in  the  General  Govern- 
ment— and  I  ask  why  we  may  not  employ  the 
ordinary  means  for  its  regulation  ? 

I  have  said  that  roads  and  canals  are  among 
the  ordinary  and  natural  facilities  of  commercial 
intercourse.  I  now  contend,  sir,  that  they  are  uni- 
formly treated  and  employed  as  such  by  every 
Government  in  the  exercise  of  its  commercial 
power.  There  is  no  writer  upon  political  econo- 
my and  the  duties  of  nations  who  does  not  con- 
sider them  so.  Adam  Smith  treats  them  as  the 
ordinary  instruments  of  commercial  regulation  ; 
and  Vattel,  in  his  exposition  of  the  duties  of  a 
Government  to  itself,  in  the  execution  of  its  com- 
mercial power,  remarks:  'the  use  of  highways, 
bridges,  canals,  and,  iu  a  word,  of  all  safe  and 
commodious  ways  of  communication,  cannot  be 
doubted.     Thev  facilitate  the  trade  between  one 


place  and  another,  and  render  the  conveyance  of 
merchandise  less  expensive  as  well  as  more  sure 
and  easy.  France  and  Holland  have  daily  found 
the  truth  of  this  by  iiappy  experience.  One  of  the 
principal  things  that  ought  to  employ  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Government  with  respect  to  the  wel- 
fare of  the  public  in  general,  and  of  trade  in  par- 
ticular, must,  then,  relate  to  the  highways,  canals, 
&c.,  in  which  nothing  ought  to  be  neglected  to 
render  them  safe  and  commodious.  The  whole 
nation  ought,  doubtless,  to  contribute  to  such  use- 
ful undertakings. 

Can   it  be  doubted,  then,  sir,  that  roads  and 
canals  are  not  independent  objects  of  Govern- 
ment, but  are  among  the  natural  means  of  effectu- 
ating the  commercial  power?     For  what  purpose 
are  such  improvements  made  by  any  nation  but  to 
facilitate  commercial  intercourse  ?   Can  it  be  car- 
ried on  without  them  ?    AVhat  nation  makes  roads 
lor  pastime,  or  as  monuments  of  useless  expendi- 
ture, or  digs  canals  for  no  other  purposes  than  to 
mingle  the  waters  of  distant  streams?     For  what 
purpose  does  any  single  State  in  this  Union  make 
roads  and  canals  between  different  parts  of  its  ter- 
ritory, but  to  afford  facilities  to  its  commerce? 
And,  if  an  individual  State  can  make  a  State  or 
county  road,  for  the  purpose  of  its  own  internal 
commerce,  and  as  a  necessary  meansof  its  wise  reg- 
ulation, may  not  this  Government  make  a  United 
States  road,  as  the  means  of  regulating  the  com- 
merce of  this  extensive  Union?     Is  this  Govern- 
ment to  be  clothed  with  greater  powers,  but  less 
means  of  executing  them  f    Has  this  great  nation 
been  organized  with  the  dimensions  of  a  giant  to 
handle  the  instruments  of  a  pigmy  ?     Sir,  are  w^ 
not  to  suppose  that,  when  the  framers  of  our  Consti- 
tution vested  us  with  the  commercial  power,  they 
knew  and  understood  the  means  which  every  other 
Government  ordinarily  employed  in  its  execution  1 
And,  ifthey  did,  must  we  not  conclude  they  designed 
that  we  should  exert  them  ?     I  will  not  press  this 
part  of  the  subject  further,  sir.     I  leave  it  to  the 
reflection  of  the  Committee  and  the  nation,  and 
shall  be  content  with  their  judgment. 
j      I  intended,  Mr.  Chairman,  said  Mr.  McLane, 
'  when  I  rose  to  address  the  Committee,  to  have 
'  offered  some  considerations  as  to  the  propriety  of 
our  exercising  the  power  now  claimed  ;  but  the 
j  state  of  my  own  strength  admonishes  me  that  I 
have  already  trespassed  too  long  upon  the  patience 
I  of  others,  and  I  will  therefore  pass  over  this  part  of 
the  subject,  with  a  very  few  general  observations. 
I  feel  no  inclination  rashly  or  lightly  to  resort  to 
the  exercise  of  this  power,  or  to  exercise  it  in  any 
'  case  in  which  the  wants  and  necessities  of  the 
i  community  do  not  imperiously  require  it.     The 
'  present  bill  proposes  merely  to  procure  informa- 
1  tion  ;  the  use  we  shall  make  of  it  will  be  the  sub- 
I  ject  of  future  deliberation. 

I      I  am  free  to  say,  that,  in  general,  the  objects  of 
this  power  will  be  better  accomplished  by  allow- 
!  ing  individual  enterprise,  under  the  auspices  of  the 
1  State  governments,  to  take  the  lead,  and  I  should 
I  be  disposed,  on  all  occasions,  to  confine  the  inter- 
ference of  the  Greneral  Government  to  objects  of 
a  purely  national  character,  and  such  as  would 
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be  necessary  to  open  and  facilitate  the  intercourse 
between  different  States,  or  various  sections  of  the 
Union.     It  must  be  adniiited,  however,  that  the 
United  States  presents  many  objects  of  this  de- 
scription, and  which  cannot  be  attained  without 
the  aid  of  the  national  resources.     No  one  will 
deny,  that  the  commerce  of  any  country  must  be 
badly  regulated,  in  which  the  cost  of  transporta- 
tion amounts  to  more  than  the  value  of  the  com- 
modity ;  su?h,  however,  is  the  fact  in  many  parts 
of  this  country,  and  it  is  equally  true,  that  the  com- 
munication between  different  sections  of  this  Union 
consumes  as  much  time  in  its  performance,  and  is 
exposed  to  equal  perils,  as  a  voyage  to  many  parts 
of  Europe.     No  one  can  be  insensible  to  the  ne- 
cessity of  providing  and  facilitating  the  intercourse 
between  the  Western  and  Atlantic  sections  of  the 
country,  and  between  the  Northern  and  Southern 
points  of  the  latter;  an  intercourse  at  present  in- 
terrupted and  obstructed  by  natural  impediments, 
insurmountable  without  our  aid,  and  amounting, 
in  a  period  of  war  especially,  to  an  almost  abso- 
lute interdiction. 

I  will  take  leave  also,  sir,  before  I  conclude,  to 
suggest  one  other  mode,  by  which  the  aid  of  the 
General  Government  may  be  given  to  internal  im- 
provements, which  is,  it  appears  to  me,  entirely  un- 
susceptible of  any  objection  on  the  score  of  power 
or  right ;  and  that  is,  by  a  loan  of  money  on  inter- 
est, or  by  the  purchase  of  stock  in  companies  in- 
corporated under  the  authority  of  one  or  more 
States.  We  have  certainly  the  right  of  managing 
our  own  funds,  in  a  financial  point  of  view,  in'any 
manner  we  may  think  best,  and  it  surely  cannot 
b§  unwise  so  to  manage  them,  as  most  effectually 
to  contribute  to  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of 
the  people.  No  one  can  deny  our  power  to  pur- 
chase and  hold  stock;  we  have  purchased  bank 
stock,  and  at  this  moment  hold  it  to  a  large  amount. 
If  we  can  purchase  bank  stock,  there  is  nothing  to 
prevent  a  purchase  of  canal  or  road  stock.  And 
if  the  value  of  such  stock  should  not  at  all  times 
be  equal  to  that  of  the  bank,  the  deficiency  would 
be  more  than  made  up  by  the  advantages,  which, 
in  other  respects,  would  be  produced  by  the  invest-  i 
ment.  | 

It  might  be  contended  with  great  propriety,  that 
this  would  be  the  most  wise  and  prudent  applica- 
tion of  the  national  resources  to  the  internal  im- 
provements of  the  country.     I  am,  myself,  of  the  j 
opinion,  it  would  be  the  most  economical.  , If  such  ! 
should  become  the  policy  of  the  Government,  it  ' 
would  soon  be  aided  by  individual  enterprise,  and  i 
the  local  governments.     I  may  already  point  gen- 
tlemen  to  one  of  the   greatest    national   objects 
which  can  be  presented  to  the  notice  of  this  Gov-  , 
ernment;  I  mean  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware 
canal,  wiiich   passes,  in   part,  through   my  own  i 
State,  and   to  which,  therefore,  I  may  feel'  some  j 
partiality.      This  canal,    destined    to    unite   the  1 
waters  of  the  Delaware  and  Chesapeake  bays,  is  ' 
the  principal  link  in  that  great  chain  of  internal 
communieaiion  between  the  extreme  points  of  our  , 
Atlantic  frontier,  so  essential  to  all   the  commer-  I 
cial  and   military  operations  of  the  country.     A  ' 
company  for  the  accomplishment  of  this  work  has 
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,  already  been  incorporated,  by  the  States  of  PeoD- 
sylvania,    Delaware,   and    Maryland.     The  pur- 
chase of  stock  by  the  United  States  to  a  reasona- 
'  ble  amount,  would  insure  the  completion  of  the 
I  work,  after  which  the  interest  of  the  Government 
might  readily  be  disposed  of  at  little  if  any  loss, 
and  the  proceeds  employed  in   the  same  way,  to 
I  the  aid  of  some  other  enterpri>e  of  great  national 
,  interest.    There  would  be  no  State  rights  invaded 
by  such  an   operation,  but,  on  the  contrary,  the 
great  interests  of  this  community  would  be  essen- 
,  tially  promoted,  and  the  national  resources  aug- 
j  mented  beyond  the  power  of  calculation; 
When  iMr.  Me  Lane  had  concluded— 
At  the  request  of  Mr.  Archer,  of  Virginia,  the 
Committee  then  rose,  reported  progress,  and  Lad 
leave  to  sit  again. 


Wednesday,  January  29. 

Mr.  Hamilton,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the 
claims  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  for  services  of 
militia  in  the  years  1792.  1793,  179-t;  which  re- 
port was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  wbich  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  -An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  C.  Boyd," 
reported  the  same  without  amendment,  and  the 
bill  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Vance,  of 
Ohio,  on  the  12th  instant,  was  taken  up,  read, 
considered,  modified,  and  agreed  to,  as  follows: 

Hetohed,  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Ca- 
nals be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex[>eJiency  of 
reporting  a  bill  appropriatinij  twenty  thousand  dollars, 
to  be  ex[>ended  in  laying  out  and  opening  a  road  from 
Detroit,  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  to  the  Ohio 
State  Line,  where  the  road  from  Detroit  to  Fort 
Meigs  crosses  the  same. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  legal  representatives  of  John  Michael, 
deceased,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Henry,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  establishing  a  post  route  from  Eddyville, 
Kentucky,  by  Waidesboro,  to  Paris,  in  Tennessee. 

Upon  presenting  this  resolution,  Mr.  Henry  re- 
marked that  he  would  not  disguise  the  fact  that  it 
was  accompanied  by  a  petition  from  sundry  re- 
spectable inhabitants  of  Callaway  County,  Ken- 
tucky;  but,  through  mistake,  it  was  addressed  to 
the  Postmaster  General,  and  not  to  Congress. 
Thf  object  of  the  petition  was  to  establish  a  new- 
post  route.  And,  as  the  Postmaster  General  had 
no  power  which  reached  the  case,  he  had  taken 
the  liberty  of  introducing  the  subject  to  the  House 
in  the  shape  of  a  re>^olution.  He  further  remarked 
that  this  was  the  first  time  the  people  from  whom 
the  petition  came,  had  ever  had  a  voice  upon  this 
floot;  and  he  hoped  the  House  would  be  inclined 
to  greet  them  with  the  kindest  consideration. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
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that  the  Senate  hare  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An 

act  to  alter  the  times  of  holding  the  District  Court 
at  Mobile,  in  the  District  of  Alabama ;"  also,  the 
"Resolution  in  relation  to  an  intended  visit  of  the 
Marquis  De  Lafayette  to  the  United  States," 
with  an  amendment  to  each.  The  Senate  have 
also  passed  a  bill  for  the  final  adjustment  of  land 
claims  in  the  State  of  Missouri  and  Territory  of 
Arkansas,  derived  from  the  Governments  of 
France  and  Spain;  in  which  amendments  and 
last  mentioned  bill  they  ask  the  concurrence  of 
this  House. 

SURVEYS  FOR  ROADS  AND  CANALS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  He.mphill,  the  House  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  (Mr.  Foot  in  the  Chair,)  on  the  bill  to 
procure  the  necessary  plans,  estimates,  «tc.,  re- 
specting roads  and  canals. 

Mr.  Archer  commenced  by  remarking  that  the 
vote  taken  in  the  House  would  have  prevented 
his  offering  any  observations  on  the  bill,  but  for 
the  impression  authorized  by  the  recommitment 
that  a  farther  di>cussion  of  the  important  princi- 
ple It  presented  was  desired.  It  would  be  injus- 
tice to  gentlemen  to  doubt  their  readiness  to  sac- 
rifice the  pride  of  consistency  to  duty,  and  espe- 
cially in  relation  to  a  subject  of  Constitutional 
construction.  He  should  proceed,  therefore,  to 
submit  his  views  of  the  question,  in  confidence 
that,  if  he  could  succeed  in  producing  a  doubt  of 
the  Constitutional  competency  to  adopt  the  sys- 
tem of  legislation  which  was  contemplated,  he 
should  have  the  concurrence  of  the  Committee  in 
the  rejection  of  the  bill,  which  was  the  incipient 
measure  of  this  system  of  legislation. 

Adverting  to  the  argument  derived  from  the 
importance  of  works  of  internal  improvement  to 
national  prosperity,  Mr.  A.  went  on  to  say  that 
he  forbore  any  objection  to  its  relevancy  or  fair- 
ness, though  an  array  of  topics  of  seduction  could 
not  be  considered  as  either  relevant  or  fair  in  a 
Constitutional  inquiry,  because  he  had  an  objec- 
tion of  still  more  decisive  character  to  slate  to  it. 
As  respected  the  importance  of  these  improve- 
ments, indeed,  there  existed,  in  point  of  fact,  no 
diversity  of  opinion,  the  adversaries  of  the  bill  en- 
tertaining as  just  an  appreciation  of  their  value, 
and  as  earnest  a  desire  to  witness  their  advance- 
ment in  all  modes  not  liable  to  insuperable  objec- 
tion, as  its  advocates  could  do.  But  Mr.  A.  de- 
nied that  the  effect  of  the  recognition  of  a  power 
in  this  Government  over  the  subject  would  be  to 
subserve,  but  maintained,  on  the  contrary,  that  it 
would  obstruct  the  advance  of  these  improve- 
ments. The  only  advantage  would  relate  to  the 
acceleration  of  the  accomplishment  of  some  of  the 
more  important  objects  of  improvement.  But 
what  would  be  the  countervailing  effect,  the  price 
of  this  advantage  ?  Gentlemen  could  not  be  blind 
either  to  its  reality  or  importance.  It  was  the  en- 
tire suspension  of  the  faculties  of  the  Slate  gov- 
ernments in  this  resj)ect.  The  promise  of  the  sys- 
tem in  the  hands  of  this  Government,  it  was  to 
be  remembered,  was  general.  It  would  be  found, 
indeed,  susceptible  ol  only  a  very  partial  realiza- 


I  tion.  But  the  expectation  authorized  was  indefi- 
,  nite.  Every  step,  too,  in  the  advance  of  the  sys- 
I  tem  must  add  to  the  number  and  the  force  of  the 
!  claims  to  its  extension.  What,  in  these  circum- 
1  stances,  was  to  be  the  policy  of  the  State  govern- 
ments ?  Were  they  to  go  on  in  what  might  prove 
gratuitous  expense  on  works  of  internal  improve- 
ment, or  to  wait  the  course  of  the  dispensation  of 
,  the  advantages  of  the  system  in  the  hands  of  the 
;  General  Government  ?  Both  the  promises  of  the 
system  and  the  claim  resulting  from  }>articipation 
in  its  expense,  must  determine  them  to  the  adop- 
tion of  the  latter  of  these  alternatives.  The  mo- 
tives, if  not  the  reasons,  to  this  course,  were  too 
forcible  to  be  resisted.  Then  the  question  be- 
came, said  Mr.  A.,  not  one  of  the  concurrent  or 
auxiliary  jurisdiction  of  this  Government  over 
the  subject  of  internal  improvements,  but  of  its 
preference  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  State  govern- 
ments. In  reference  to  practical  effect,  and  a 
view  of  the  expediency  connected  with  the  sub- 
ject. It  was  a  question  of  the  propriety  of  the 
transfer  of  the  jurisdiction  from  the  State  author- 
ities to  the  general  authority.  And  would  there 
be  a  real  expediency  in  this,  or  would  injury  re- 
sult from  it  ?  Tiie  General  Government  was  said 
to  possess  the  advantage  of  superior  resources. 
But  was  this  advantage  real  ?  If  the  resources  of 
the  General  Government  were  larger,  was  not  the 
disparity  of  its  occasions  of  expense,  and  of  the 
probability  of  future  demand  on  these  resources, 
in  the  full  proportion  of  the  disparity  of  their 
amount?  The  occasions  discovered  for  expense 
had  been  said  to  keep  pace  with  the  extension  of 
resources  in  the  progress  of  all  Governments.  It 
was  not  to  be  expected  that  theif  history  would 
extiibil  a  more  favorable  character  in  this  respect 
in  future.  But  did  not  the  inference  from  this 
remark  apply  with  peculiar  force  where  political 
functions  were  distributed  betweto  a  General  and 
State  governments  to  that  to  vRTrch  the  charge  of 
external  interests  and  relations  was  confided? 
The  amount  of  public  debt  continued  little  short 
of  an  hundred  millions  of  dottars.  Was  not  the 
process  of  its  extinction  to  be  regarded  as  a  suffi- 
cient claim  on  the  national  resources,  till  the  oc-» 
currence  of  future  demands  in  the  progress  of 
national  vicissitude  ? 

But  admitting  the  advantages  of  the  superior 
resources  of  the  General  Government,  did  not 
each  of  the  respective  governments  derive  its  re- 
sources for  all  objects  of  expense  from  a  common 
fund  of  some  form  of  direct  or  indirect  taxation  of 
the  people  ?  The  taxation  then  required  for  the 
attainment  of  an  object  in  the  hands  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government  had  only  to  be  remitted  if  the 
object  were  best  confided  to  the  State  govern- 
ments, and  the  advantage  of  superior  resources  on 
the  part  of  the  General  Government  disappeared. 
There  were  advantages,  moreover,  of  no  unim- 
portant character  as  related  to  the  subject  of  dis- 
cussion, which  would  result  from  the  transfer  of 
the  office  of  taxation  to  the  Stale  governments. 
Each  quarter  of  the  country  would  contribute  to 
the  object  in  the  proportion  of  its  interest.  There 
would  be  no  taxation  for  objects,  in  the  interests 
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of  which  there  was  no  participation.  There  wouM 
be  no  inequitable  application  of  general  funds  to 
purposes  of  local  and  particular  advantage.  A 
farther  advantage  would  result  from  the  subject 
being  confided  to  the  Stale  governments.  There 
would  be  no  gross  mistakes  as  respected  the  se- 
lection of  objects  of  improvement.  The  knowl- 
edge derived  from  contiguity  of  residence  and  in- 
terest— the  fear  of  expense,  disproportion* d  to  the 
value  of  objects — would  be  a  sufficient  safeguard 
in  this  respect.  This  distant  government,  remote 
from  the  sources  of  knowledge,  and  occupied  with 
a  mass  of  engrossing  and  unrelated  concerns, 
could  neither  have  opportunities  of  adequate  in- 
formation, nor  be  subject  to  the  influence  of  com- 
petent restraint,  as  respected  the  application  of 
Its  expenditures.  The  State  governments,  with 
better  means  of  judging  of  the  practicability,  the 
advantage  and  the  expense  of  projects  of  improve- 
ment, were  under  a  more  direct  check,  as  respect- 
ed the  application  of  money  for  their  accomplish- 
ment. 

These  Governments  were  liable,  under  all  cir- 
cumstances, to  a  more  direct  influence  of  this 
kind,  from  the  nearer  and  more  obvious  relation 
to  the  sensibility,  as  well  an  to  the  observation  of 
the  people,  of  the  methods  by  which  their  money 
was  derived.  It  was,  b€sides,a  proposition  founded 
in  undoubted  principles  of  reason,  that  a  local  au- 
thority was  better  fitted  for  the  conduct  of  opera- 
tions requiring  a  minute  exertion  of  supervision 
and  care  in  their  execution,  than  a  more  distant 
and  general  authority  could  be.  There  was  a 
less  liability,  necessarily,  to  error,  and  to  abuses 
and  profusion,  as  respected  the  expenditure  of 
money.  Public  authority  was  little  titled  for  the 
management  of  such  operations  at  l)est,  and  the 
more  remote  the  seat,  ^nd  general  the  character 
of  the  authority,  the  stf6nger  was  the  application 
of  the  remark.  The  State  governments  would,  in  a 
far  greater  degree,  be  less  liable  than  the  General 
Government  to  embark  in  projects  of  improve- 
ment, which  would  aflbrd  inadequate  returns  on 
the  capital  invested;  and  this  was  after  all  the 
test  of  the  general,  as  it  was  of  the  particular  ad- 
vantage of  undertakings  of  this  description.  The 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  indeed,who  brought 
in  the  bill,  (Mr.  Hemphill,)  had  pushed  his  argu- 
ment to  the  extent  of  a  denial  ol  the  general  ap- 
plication of  this  test.  For  his  own  part,  Mr.  A. 
knew  of  none  which  could  be  better  substituted 
for  it;  and  he  was  in  favor  of  retaining  over  the 
subject  of  internal  improvement  the  jurisdiction 
of  that  authority  by  which  the  test  was  most  likely 
to  be  applied  and  respected.  The  State  govern- 
ments were  not  only  best  qualified,  from  the  con- 
siderations which  had  been  stated,  for  the  exer- 
cise of  the  jurisdiction,  but  the  General  Govern- 
ment labored  under  absolute  disqualification  for  it. 
How  was  It  possible  for  this  Government,  in  re- 
mote extremities  of  the  Union,  in  Missouri  or 
Louisiana,  to  discriminate,  advantageously,  the 
objects  and  sites  of  works  of  internal  improve- 
ment, or  to  exert  a  safe  and  economical  superin- 
tendence over  the  various  and  complicated  sub- 
jects of  their  execution,  administration,  and  pre- 


servation?   Nor  did  the  inevitable  insufficiency 
and   unskilfulness  of  its  exercise  form  the  most 
decisive  objection  to  this  function  in  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  Union.     It  was  easy  to  perceive  that 
in  the  absence  of  adequate  knowledge  and  sym- 
pathy with  the  interests  to  be  eflfected,  considera- 
tions of  very  different  character  would  usurp  their 
place  and  determine  the  character  of  the  exercise 
of  the  function.     It  was  easy  to  perceive  that  all 
j  the  evil  influences  which   belonged  to  frev,  and 
those  which  were  peculiar  to    Federal   Govern- 
I  ment,  temporary  excitements,  party  feelings,  local 
j  interests,  views  derived  from  relation  to  the  prob- 
:  able  results  of  elections  for  the  Presidency,  would 
i  have  an   unrestricted   scope  for  operation.     Au- 
I  thority,  then,  on  the  part  of  the  General  Govern- 
I  ment,  over  the  subject  of  internal  improvement, 
j  was  neither  conducive  to  the  advancement  of  its 
j  interests,  nor  in  any  view  desirable. 

But,  was  the  authority  confided?     This  was 
,  the  inquiry  properly  engaging  attention  in  the 
j  discussion,  and  to  which  Mr.  A.  proceeded  to  ad- 
dress himself.    The  first  remark  which  it  suggested 
'  arose  from  the  fact  of  the  omission  of  all  allusioQ 
to  the  subject  of  the  power  in  the  discussions  of 
equally  large  and  various  character  which  intro- 
duced the  Constitution.     There  were  the  strongest 
motives  to  this  allusion,  if  the  existence  of  the 
power  had  been  contemplated  on  the  part  both  of 
'.  the  friends  and  the  adversaries  of  the  adoption  of 
the   Constitution.     The    advocates   would    have 
found  a  topic  of  eulogy  in  the  supposed  beneficial 
^  character  of  the  operation  of  the  power ;  and  their 
'  adversaries  a  subject  not  less  fruitful  of  reproach 
in  its  encroachment  on  the  reserve  of  municipal 
!  authority  to  the   States.     Yet,  as  far  as  Mr.  A. 
I  was  advised,   neither  zeal  nor  jealousy,  nor  the 
I  sagacity  of  the  largest  speculative  discussion,  had 
indulged  any  surmise  of  the  concession  of  such  a 
power.     The  inference,  from  omission  of  a  char- 
acter so  peculiar,  was  too  decisive  to  be  resisted. 
For  the  source  of  the  omission,  indeed,  it  was 
;  easy  to  account.     It  was  to  be  found  in  the  want 
;  of  aflSnity  of  the  power  to  the  character  of  the 
I  Government.     To  the  character  of  a  league  of 
association  like  the  old  Confederation,  a  power 
like  this,  acting  by  a  distributive  mode  of  opera- 
1  tion,  on  the  particular  and  several  interests  of  the 
1  parties  to  the  association,  was  not  uncongenial. 
But  the  principal  design  of  the  change  to  a  more 
I  social  character  of  the  Government,  was  to  super- 
j  sede  this  mode  of  the  operation  of  its  authority, 
by  one  which,  in  form  as  well  as  object,  should 
'  be  national;  that  is  to  say,  adapted  to  the  charac- 
j  ter  of  an  integral  community.     In  the  existing 
I  form  of  the  national  authority,  there  remained  no 
!  warrant  for  its  exertion  in  any  other  mode.     The 
sources  of  this  authority,  and  the  modes  of  its  or- 
ganization,  continued  to  be  principally  Federal, 
but  its  operation  was  relative,  exclusively,  to  the 
Union,  as  a  distinct,  independent,  integral  com- 
manity.     A  power  over   the  subject  of  internal 
improvement,   exerted   by   the   General    Govern- 
ment, could  not  sustain  this  test  of  national  op- 
eration.    No  work  of  improvement,  answering  to 
the  description  of  internal,  affected  the  interests  of 
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the  Union  in  its  integral,  artificial  capacity  as  a 
political  community.  The  beneficial  effiects,  even 
of  the  most  important  works  of  improvement, 
purely  internal,  were  confined  to  parts  and  quar- 
ters of  the  Union.  It  was  true,  indeed,  from  the 
inseparable  connexion  of  general  with  particular 
prosperity,  that  works  of  this  description,  in  con- 
ducing to  the  prosptirity  of  the  parts  severally, 
must  exert,  indirectly,  a  favorable  influence  on 
the  interests  of  the  Union.  But  a  similar  influ- 
ence was  exerted  by  works  of  this  character  in 
foreign  States,  with  which  we  had  commercial 
intercourse,  the  promotion  of  which,  with  equal 
reason,  might  be  brought  within  the  operation  of 
the  national  authority.  It  was  only  a  direct  re- 
lation, however,  to  national  interest  which  could 
be  attended  with  this  effect,  and  internal  im- 
provements could  not  pretend  to  a  relation  of  this 
character. 

But  the  power  in  question  was  not  only  con- 
demned by  its  want  of  affinity  to  the  character  of 
the  Government,  but,  by  an  inference  equally  de- 
cisive, from  theunpropitious  tendency  of  its  influ- 
ence. A  power,  which  could  not  be  exerted  with- 
out an  impairment  of  the  harmonious  operation 
of  the  Government,  could,  with  no  propriety,  be 
attributed  to  a  federal  authority,  dependent  in  a 
peculiar  manner  upon  the  accord  of  its  members 
for  stability.  But  a  power  over  internal  improve- 
ment, in  the  General  Government,  was  of  this 
character.  The  capacities  of  the  different  quar- 
ters of  the  Union  for  improvement  being  unequal, 
their  respective  interests,  in  the  exercise  of  the 
power,  would  partake  of  this  character  of  inequal- 
ity. There  were  even  instances  and  conditions  of 
circumstances,  in  which  these  interests  presented 
a  character  of  conflict.  The  opposition  of  the 
various  routes  proposed  for  the  connexion  of  the 
Eastern  and  Western  waters,  afforded  an  example. 
Could  a  jurisdiction  over  subjects  of  interest  so 
incongruous  and  jarring,  fail  in  the  provocation 
of  jealousy  and  discord  1  Political  communities, 
in  association,  were  known  to  be  prone,  in  a  pe- 
culiar manner,  to  the  indulgence  of  a  spirit  of 
jealousy,  as  respected  the  operation  of  the  common 
authority.  The  sources  of  this  spirit  were  not 
material.  The  reality  of  its  influence  was  attested 
by  the  history  of  all  associations  of  the  character 
alluded  to,  and  of  our  own,  among  the  number. 
Which  were  the  operations  of  administration  to 
which  this  jealousy  was  principally  directed  ? — 
Those  which  ^ad  relation  to  the  raising  and  dis- 
bursement of  money.  It  was  to  the  arrangements, 
therefore,  connected  with  these  operations,  that 
precaution  was  to  be  applied  in  a  wise  organiza- 
tion of  a  federal  form  of  Government.  Had  it 
been  neglected  in  our  form  ?  The  wisdom  of  its 
framers  excluded  the  supposition.  What,  then, 
was  the  provision  of  precaution  in  this  respect  ? 
It  was  as  adequate  as  was  to  have  been  anticipated 
from  the  source  from  which  it  sprung.  Taxation 
was  confined  by  rules  of  a  just  relation  to  popula- 
tion ;  of  the  exclusion  of  all  preferences,  commer- 
cial or  fiscal ;  of  invariable  adherence  to  a  stand- 
ard of  uniformity.  "  No  capitation,  or  other  di- 
rect tax  shall  be  laid,  except  in  proportion  to  the 


census,"  &.c.  "  No  tax  shall  be  laid  on  articles 
exported,"  dec.  "No  preferences  shall  be  given 
by  any  regulations  of  commerce  or  revenue,"  dec. 
"  All  duties,  imposts,  dec, shall  be  uniform  through- 
out the  United  States,"  dec.  Such  were  the  pre- 
cautions against  inequality  of  taxation.  But  of 
what  value  would  be  these  precautions,  if  similar 
restraint  were  not  provided  in  relation  to  the 
power  of  expenditure  ?  The  confinement  of  tax- 
ation to  a  rule  of  justice  were  vain,  if  this  and 
every  other  rule,  but  of  caprice,  might  be  tran- 
scended in  the  disbursement  of  its  fruits  !  What 
then  was  the  safeguard  in  this  respect  ?  The 
exercise  of  no  power  could  transcend  the  objects 
of  the  Government.  This  was  a  rule  of  j-eason 
applicable  to  every  trust  of  power.  Here,  then, 
was  one  restraint  on  the  appropriating  power.  A 
restriction  of  explicit  character  was  added.  The 
power  of  taxation,  from  the  indefinite  character  of 
ublic   exigencies,    was    necessarily    one   of    the 


r. 


argest.  The  power  of  appropriation,  which  was 
subsidiary,  would  pass  with  it  in  the  same  extent 
without  the  necessity  of  expression.  Its  convey- 
ance to  this  extent,  however,  might  prove  a  source 
of  inconvenience,  because  an  appropriating  power 
was  not  subject  to  the  restraint  which  attached  to 
a  taxing  power,  from  the  invidious  and  apparent 
character  of  its  operation.  In  what  manner,  then, 
was  precaution  to  be  applied  ?  Of  what  form  of 
restraint  was  a  power  of  appropriation  susceptible, 
without  impairment  of  its  efficiency?  There 
was  one  form  only  of  designation  of  the  objects  to 
which  it  should  be  confined.  This  is  the  form  of 
the  restraint  which  has  been  applied.  Congress 
might  apply  money,  not  to  all  objects  of  political 
authority,  indifl'erently,  or  to  any  at  discretion, 
but  to  purposes  connected  with  the  "common  de- 
fence and  general  welfare"  only.  And  what  were 
the  objects  embraced  by  this  provision  ?  Their 
criterion  had  been  already  indicated.  Such  as 
were  of  national  character,  relating  to  the  whole 
Union  as  a  distinct  nation  or  community.  To 
this  class  of  objects  it  had  appeared  that  Inter- 
nal Improvements  did  not  belong.  The  jurisdic- 
tion of  them  was  not  embraced,  therefore,  by  the 
scope  of  the  national  authority. 

An  examination  of  the  power  under  considera- 
tion, had  demonstrated  its  want  of  affinity  to  the 
character  of  the  Government,  the  unpropitious 
tendency  of  its  influence  as  respected  the  highest 
interests  of  the  Union,  and  its  inconsistence  witb 
restrictions  established  by  essential  provisions  of 
the  Constitution.  The  presumption  from  this 
concurrence  of  objections,  was  to  be  considered  as 
very  forcible  against  the  validity  of  the  power. 
Was  the  claim  to  it  sustained  by  fair  construction 
of  the  language  of  the  Constitution  ?  Before  pro- 
ceeding to  this  inquiry,  two  difficulties  were  to  be 
removed.  It  had  been  supposed  that  the  question 
was  concluded  by  the  authority  of  preceding  de- 
cisions. But  it  was  to  be  remembered,  that  the 
authority  of  precedent  was  not  applicable  to  a  le- 
gislative jurisdiction.  Courts  were  bound  by  pre- 
cedent, because  the  ends  of  their  jurisdiction  re- 
quired uniformity  of  decision.  But  the  end  of  a 
legislative  jurisdiction  required  that  its  decisions 
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should  be  varied  as  occasion  might  demand,  till 
correctness  were  attained.  Neither  did  precedent 
exert  an  operation  on  questions  of  the  validity  of 
the  exercise  of  power.  These  were  submitted  to 
the  authority  of  conviction  only.  The  subjects 
submitted  to  precedent,  related  to  the  exercise  of 
opinion  or  judgment;  but  questions  involving  an 
application  of  moral  principle,  like  that  of  the 
just  fulfilment  or  abuse  of  a  trust  of  power,  though 
they  did  not  exclude  advice,  refused  a  submis.Moa 
to  pobitive  authority. 

It  had  also  been  supposed,  that  the  consent  of 
the  States  in  which  works  of  internal  improve- 
ment were  to  be  executed,  might  supply  any  de- 
fect of  the  authority  of  the  General  Government. 
But  it  was  to  be  remembered,  that  the  concurrence 
of  all  the  States  had  been  requisite  to  give  form 
to  the  federal  compact.  A  power,  then,  could  not 
be  admitted  in  single  States,  to  vary  arrangements 
to  which  the  concurrence  of  all  had  been  neces- 
sary, and  in  which  the  interest  was  common. 
The  abuses  liable  to  flow  from  such  a  doctrine 
were  obvious.  There  was  no  limit  to  the  enlarge- 
ment of  jurisdiction  it  might  involve,  or  the  pur- 
poses to  which  this  enlargement  was  susceptible 
of  employment. 

There  could   be  no  other  source,  then,  of  the 
power,  tliaa  just  exposition  of  the  parts  of  the 
Constitution  which  were  supposed  to  have  rela- 
tion to  the  grant  of  it.     These,  Mr.  A.  proceeded 
to  examine.     Tiie  first  clause  to  which  attention 
had  been  attracied,  (by  the   Speaker.)  was  that 
conveying  authority  "to  establish  post  offices  and 
post  roads."     Mr.  A.  thought  that,  in  relation  to 
this  part  of  the  subject,  the  Speaker  had  failed, 
(not  from  any  intention,  certainly,)  in  treating 
iairly  the  argument  of  his  colleague,  (Mr.  Bar- 
bour,) who   opened   the  debate   on   the   present 
motion.     He  (the  Speaker)  had  supposed  (incor- 
rectly) that  his  colleague  had  interpreted  the  word 
"establish"  in  the  sense  of  the  word  adopt ;  and 
the  remark  was  perfectly  just,  that  this  interpre- 
tation was  neither  warranted  by  the  proper  im- 
port, nor  would  stand  the  lest  of  application  to 
other  parts  of  the  Constitution  in  which  the  ex- 
pression was  employed.     It  was  both  nearer  to 
the  true   import,   however,   and    better   fitted    to 
stand  the  test  of  this  application  than  the  import 
which  the  Speaker  had  suggested,  which  was  the 
sense  of  the   word  "build"   or  "construct."     It 
would  be  found,  on  examination,  that  the  word 
never  had  any  signification  of  this  kind  ;  and  how 
would  it  bear  application  in  this  sense  to  other 
parts  of  the  Constitution  ?     Were  we  at  liberty  to 
read,  in   the   preamble,    that   the   people   of  the 
United  States,  "in  order  to  construct  justice," 
had  "ordained  and  constructed"  this  Constitu- 
tion for  the  United  Stales?    Would  it  be  a  proper 
employment  of  language  to  say,  that  Congress  had 
power  to  "construct"  a  uniform  rule  of  naturali- 
zation, and  uniform  laws  on  the  subject  of  bank- 
ruptcy,   &c.?      The   explanation   of  the   whole 
difficulty  in   relation   to   this   word  "establish," 
was  afforded  by  the  fact  that  it  presented  in  differ- 
eiit  modes  of  its  employment  an  apparent  variety 
ot  import,  derived  from  the  different  character  of 


the  subjects  of  its  application.    The  real  diversity 
however,  would  be  found  to  refer  not  to  tlie  im- 
port, but  to  the  application.     The  word  would  be 
lound  to  have  a  signification  which  was  invaria- 
ble, and  which  was  always  abstract,  as  respected 
the  idea   which  it  conveyed.     It  was  never  ex- 
pressive of  a  form  of  physical  action,  even  in  cases 
in  which  it  had  a  proper  application  to  subjects  of 
a  physical  description.     It  never  had,  therefore 
the  sense  of  "  build,"  or  "  con.vtruct."     Its  proper 
import  was  that  expressed  by  the  word  institute. 
It  meant,  always,  as  had  been  supposed,  (by  the 
Speaker,)  creation,  but  the  creation  of  an  abstract 
immaterial  subject,  or  attribute,  never  of  a  form 
or  character  of  physical  existence.     Thus,  in  the 
preamble  of  the  Constitution,  "to  establish  jus- 
tice," referred  to   the  institution   of  an  abstract 
characterof  stability, as  respected  civil  regulations 
for    the   enforcement   of  justice.     To  "establish 
this  Constitution,"  in  the  same  place,  referred  not  to 
the  institution  of  the  physical  form  or  preparation 
of  the  Constitution,  but  of  its  abstract  character 
of  uniformity  in  relation  to  the  subjects  of  natu- 
ralization and  bankruptcy.     In  the  application  of 
the  word  to  physical  subjects,  it  retained  the  same 
character  of  presenting  an  abstract  conception,  as 
well  as  the  same  creative  import.     It  continued 
to  imply  creation,  or  institution,  but  of  an  incor- 
poreal quality,  character,  or  attribute,  communi- 
cated to  the  subject  of  its  application,  and  nut  of 
any   material   change  or   form  opt>rated   on  the 
physical  substance  of  this  subject.     Thus,  though 
It  would  not  be  proper  to  speak  of  establishing  a 
House,  in   the  sense  of  physical  construction,  it 
was  pro|)er  to  use  this  expression  in  the  sense  of 
communicating  to  the  House  a  particular  quality, 
function,  or  character,     it  was  proper  to  speak  of 
establishing  a  house  of  public  entertainment,  a 
store,  an  office,  a  manufactory.     When  the  word 
establish  was  employed  in  reference  to  a  road,  it 
would  be  found  that  relation  was  uniformly  had 
to  the  exertion  of  public  authority,  the  legislative, 
or  other  act  by  which  the  road  was  directed,  and 
not  the  act  of  its  physical  execution.      A  road 
was  opened,  made,  or  constructed,  subsequently 
to,  and  in  virtue  of,  the  act  of  authority  by  which 
It  was  established.     This  explanation  of  the  term, 
rendered  entirely  intelligible  its  employment  in 
the  clause  under  review.     Congrebs  had  authority 
to  establish  post  offices  and  post  roads,  that  is  to 
say,  to  institute  or  authorize  a  particular  artificial 
function,   which   had    no  necessary   relation   to 
houses,   but  might   lie  exerted,  independently  of 
their  use  or  existence,  in  relation  to  the  distribu- 
tion of  intelligence;  and  to  institute,  in  relation 
to  such  of  the  roads  of  the  country  as  might  be 
selected  for  the  purpose,  the  character  of  serving 
as  the  routes  of  the  transportation  of  this  intelli- 
gence.    Wl^at  was  the  nature  of  the  right,  and  of 
the  incidental  jurisdiction  involved  by  reasonable 
construction  in  the  grant  of  such  a  power  ?  Mani- 
festly a  right  of  usufruct  or  way,  only,  with  its 
ordinary  incidents.     And  what  were  these?     Did 
th?y  comprehend  any  control  or  authority  to  in- 
termeddle, even  for  the  purposes  of  repair,  with 
the  soil,  to  which  the  right  attached  /     Mr.  A. 
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appealed  to  erery  lawyer  for  the  separable  char- 
acter of  the  right,  from  any  authority  of  this  kind, 
in  ordinary  legal  acceptation.  What,  then,  it 
might  be  inquired,  was  the  remedy  for  obstruction 
of  It  ?  The  answer  was,  removal  of  the  obstruc- 
tion, or  action  for  the  injury.  And  the  only  differ- 
ence l>etween  the  Government  and  an  individual 
enjoying  a  right  of  this  description,  in  this  respect, 
resulted  from  the  circum^tance  of  the  Govern- 
ment having  in  its  own  hand  the  application  of 
the  remedy.  Penal  legislation  might,  indeed,  be 
superadded  in  either  case.  And  to  the  sufficiency 
of  this  guarantee  no  objection  could  be  made,  as 
it  was  that  on  which  public  authority  had  to  rely 
in  all  its  operations. 

The  construction  which  had  been  stated,  in  rela- 
tion to  this  clause  of  the  Constitution,  derived  the 
strongest  confirmation  from  the  inference  sug- 
gested by  the  clause,  conveying  an  exclusive  au- 
thority over  the  sites  purchased,  with  consent  of 
the  States,  for  the  erection  of  forts,  dock  yards, 
and  other  needful  buildings,  dec.  There  could  be 
no  question  that  authority  to  execute  these  con- 
structions, passed,  without  expression,  in  virtue  of 
the  military  and  commercial  powers  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. A  power  to  make  and  maintain  war, 
must  carry  with  it  a  power  to  erect  forts,  «tc.,  as 
a  power  over  commerce  must  that  of  constructing 
dock  yards,  &c.  Yet  an  express  grant  had  been 
thought  necessary,  to  authorize  the  purchase  of 
the  sites  of  these  constructions,  and  the  exclusive 
jurisdiction  of  them.  How,  then,  could  it  be  con- 
ceived that  a  capacity  of  purchase  and  jurisdiction 
had  been  intended,  in  relation  to  the  post  roads  of 
the  country,  extending  already  to  eighty  thousand 
miles,  and  susceptible  of  a  further  extension  which 
was  illimitable?  Mr.  A.  could  not  perceive  how 
the  inference  from  this  source  was  to  be  resisted. 

But,  let  the  language  in  relation  to  the  power 
of  establishing  post  offices  and  post  roads,  be  con- 
ceded to  be  doubtful— the  next  resort,  in  construc- 
tion, was,  to  the  objects  of  the  Constitution.  Was 
the  execution  of  a  system  of  internal  improve- 
ment in  the  number  of  these  objects?  Was  it  an 
object  of  proper  federal  character?  All  objects 
of  political  authority  were  not  appropriate  to  a 
federal  form.  If  they  were,  there  was  no  distinc- 
tion between  this  form  and  any  other.  Which 
then,  did  belong  to  it?  Such  only  as  could  not 
be  as  effectually  attained,  independently  of  the  in- 
stitution. Which  were  these?  They  could  not 
be  any  of  a  class  relative  to  interior  administration 
and  police.  These  were  supervised  most  effectu- 
ally by  local  authority.  They  must  be  relative, 
then,  to  interests  of  external  character.  It  was 
notrneant  to  be  contended  that  there  was  no  mu- 
nicipal authority  appropriate  to  this  Grovernment. 
There  were  powers  of  this  class  in  the  express 
grant  of  the  Constitution,  those  which  had  been 
referred  to  by  the  Speaker.  The  expression  of 
these,  proved  that  they  would  not  have  passed 
without  expression.  There  were  powers  of  this 
class,  however,  of  constructive  character.  Every 
form  of  authority  must  be  enabled  to  operate  for 
the  attainment  of  its  proper  ends.  Such  exer- 
cises, therefore,  of  an  incidental  jurisdiction,  as 


were  essential  fo  this  purpose,  must  be  conceded 
to  belong  to  it.     But,  to  warrant  the  exercise  of 
power  in  this  mode,  the  end  must  be  admitted, 
and  the  relation  to  it  be  e.ssential.     It  was  not  suf- 
ficient that  the  jurisdiction  had  a  general  relation 
to  expediency.     But  no  one  would  contend  that  a 
jurisdiction  over  objects  of  internal  improvement, 
had  any  relation  of  more  intimate  character  than 
one  of  expediency,  as  resppcted  the  social  condi- 
tion of  the  Union.     Their  execution  had  not  been 
made  an  object  of  express  jurisdiction,  though 
other  objects  belonging  to  the  same  municipal 
character,  and  not  more  obvious  to  remark  in 
their  relation  to  general  prosperity,  had  been  made 
the  subjects  of  this  express  jurisdiction.     The  ju- 
risdiction over  the  subjects  of  naturalization  and 
bankruptcies,  the  coining  of  money,  the  progress 
of  science  and  useful  arts,  were  examples.  Works 
of  internal    improvement   conduced    to   national 
prosperity.     Be  it  so.     But  the  Government  could 
pursue,  without  their  aid,  with  uncontested  effect, 
Its  march  to  its  admitted  ends.     Then,  a  jurisdic- 
tion, on  this  subject,  was  not  to  be  admitted,  or  it 
could  only  be  achieved  by  the  application  of  an 
instrument  of  construction,  to  the  force  of  which 
no  control  could  be  applied.     The  objects  of  the 
Government  afford  the  test  of  doubtful  jurisdic- 
tion ;  but,  objects  of  proper  federal  character  ex- 
cluded, it  had  appeared,  interference  with  concerns 
of  inferior  police.     The  relation,  however,  of  in- 
ternal  improvements,  to   this  class  of  concerns, 
could  not  be  contested.     The  relation  appeared 
from  the  mere  name.     It  was  at  the  point  of  ter- 
mination of  the  province  of  this  description  of  ob- 
jects, that  the  region  commenced,  which  afforded 
the  proper  scope  of  the  exercise  of  the  general  au- 
thority.    As   respected   any  relation    which    im- 
provements, of  analogous  character  to  roads  and 
canals,  from  their  connexion  with  external  inter- 
ests, might  have  with  the  question,  the  considera- 
tion of  them  would   fall   under   the  succeeding 
branch  of  the  discussion. 

And  this  consideration  brought  Mr.  A.  to  the 
examination  of  the  second  source  which  had  been 
assigned  to  the  power,  the  authority  of  Congress 
to  "regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations  and 
among  the  several  States,"  &c.  The  want  of  any 
proper  relation  between  the  regulation  of  com- 
merce and  the  construction  of  its  physical  chan- 
nels, had  been  insisted  on  by  his  colleague  who 
opened  the  debate.  But,  let  it  be  admitted  that  a 
full  power  of  legislation  was  intended.  Still,  the 
power  could  not  have  an  extent  wider  than  its 
subject.  And  what  was  the  subject?  Not  all 
commerce,  as  his  friend  from  Delaware  (Mr. 
McLane)  had  assumed.  [Mr.  McL.  explained.] 
Mr.  A.  received  with  pleasure  from  his  friend 
explanations  which  might  lead  to  union  of  their 
opinions.  In  the  present  instance,  however,  it 
did  not  avail  to  that  effect.  The  power  conceded 
was  over  foreign   commerce  only,  and  that  be- 


tween the  States,  &c. — that  is  to 


say,  over  the 


commerce  only,  which  was  external  to  the  proper 
jurisdiction  of  the  States.  The  facilities,  there- 
fore, which  there  could  be  competency  to  intro- 
duce, must  relate  exclusively  to  tfiis  description  of 
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commerce.  But  the  improvements  contemplated, 
roaJs  and  canals,  were  facilities  appropriate  to  in- 
ternal not  external  commerce.  A  control  over 
them,  then,  did  not  pass. 

The  relation  beiog  to  external  commerce,  facil- 
ities having  real  relation  to  this  character  of 
commerce,  were  embraced  by  the  power.  The 
cases  which,  as  supposed  to  create  the  greatest 
difficulty,  had  been  referred  to  with  the  most  tri- 
umph, were  embraced.  The  constructions  on  the 
¥eat  estuaries  and  the  ocean,  were  embraced, 
he  objects  of  improvement,  which,  as  falling 
without  the  jurisdiction  of  the  States,  had  been 
said  to  require  compacts  among  Slates  for  their 
accomplishment,  if  there  were  any  such,  would 
be  embraced.  Facilities  of  the  character  refened 
to,  would,  moreover,  be  exempt  from  the  objection 
incident  to  the  improvements  proposed,  of  want- 
ing a  character  of  nationality.  They  would  ex- 
hibit a  proper  correspondence  to  the  test  of  con- 
nexion with  the  interests  of  the  Union,  as  a  sepa- 
rate community.  As  related  to  the  interrogatory 
(of  the  Speaker,)  whether  our  power  to  dispense 
the  form  of  advantage  in  question,  was  confined 
to  the  sea,  and  excluded  from  the  land,  the  answer 
was,  that  the  jurisdiction  proper  to  the  land  in  this 
respect,  was  confided  to  a  different,  and  in  refer- 
ence to  this  particular  subject,  a  more  competent 
authority. 

Supposing  he  had  been  successful  in  disposing 
of  the  authorities  in  relation  to  post  roads  and 
commerce,  Mr.  A.  approached  the  power  which 
created  the  only  difficulty  in  his  mind  as  to  mil- 
itary power.  He  admitted  this  power  to  invest 
with  authority  to  construct  roads  to  a  certain  ex- 
lent.  It  was  not  necessary,  in  this  discussion,  how- 
ever, that  he  should  employ  any  portion  of  his 
failing  strength  in  defining  this  extent.  The 
necessity  of  aa  essential  relation  between  means 
and  ends,  between  the  exercise  of  subsidiary  and 
the  objects  of  principal  powers,  was  not  disputed, 
and  had  been  admitted  (by  the  Speaker  in  partic- 
ular.) But  what  constituted  this  relation  ?  He 
was  not  going  into  nice  disquisitions  on  the  sub- 
ject ;  all  that  he  maintained  was,  that  essential 
relation  required  the  operation  of  the  subsidiary 
power  in  good  faith,  and  reality,  for  the  ends  of 
the  principal  power.  But  no  roan  contended  for 
this  relation  of  internal  improvements  to  the  mil- 
itary power.  It  could  not,  therefore,  be  relied 
upon  as  authority  for  them. 

One  other  source  had  been  relied  upon  for  this 
jurisdiction,  fraught,  as  it  appeared  to  Mr.  A., 
with  greater  objection  and  danger  than  any  which 
had  been  assigned.  He  alluded  to  the  appropri- 
ating power.  It  was  with  pleasure  he  had  heard 
the  disclaimer  (by  the  Spealier)  of  this  source  of 
the  authority.  He  united  most  heartily  in  the 
expression  of  reprobation.  What  did  this  claim 
of  authority  import?  The  "common  defence 
and  general  welfare"  were  construed  to  compre- 
hend all  ends  of  political  authority,  and  an  unre- 
stricted discretion  to  attain  those  ends  was  claimed, 
as  far  as  respected  the  application  of  money  ;  that 
i»  to  sav,  by  a  mean  which  was  equivalent  to 
every  other.    If  an  authority  of  this  kind  did  not 


make  an  unlimited  Government,  what  did  ?  The 
Russian  Autocracy,  the  Ottoman  Porte,  had  no 
occasion  to  arrogate  a  larger  authority.  No  man 
maintained,  in  terms,  the  unrestricted  character 
of  the  Government,  yet  doctrine  was  maintained 
which  operated  a  defeasance  of  all  restriction  on 
it.  If  the  doctrine  was  just,  the  wisdom  of  the 
framers  of  the  Constitution  had  been  unavailing, 
and  futile  their  guardian  solicitude  to  make  it  a 
rampart  against  despotism.  The  whole  grant  of 
power  was  admitted  to  rest  on  specilication,  yet  a 
single  clause  of  the  instrument  of  compact  was 
admitted  to  supersede  this  specification.  A  single 
clause  !  said  Mr.  A.  Was  that  all?  No  :  it  was 
not  to  a  single  clause,  nor  even  to  the  positive  and 
enacting  portion  of  this  clause,  but  to  a  mere  ex- 
planatory member  of  it,  that  was  attributed  this 
detestable  sweep  of  operation.  The  language  was 
not,  that  Congress  should  have  power  to  provide 
for  the  common  defence  and  general  welfare,  but 
power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  dec,  to  provide  for 
these  objects.  The  object  of  the  grant  was  a  tax- 
ing power,  and  not  the  enunciation  of  an  unre- 
stricted scope  of  a  power  of  appropriation.  It  was 
not  denied,  that  the  taxing  power  was  limited  by 
the  specification  of  the  Constitution  ;  yet,  for  the 
power  of  appropriation,  which  was  strictly  sub- 
altern, and  accessory  to  it,  an  operation  was  arro- 
gated, libertine  as  the  winds.  Integrity  renounced 
the  odious  discretion,  to  eflect,  by  procurement, 
objects  denied  directly  to  its  control.  Yet  this 
was  the  character  of  the  assumption  of  authority 
in  question.  Roads  and  canais  were  admitted  to 
be  beyond  the  competency  of  the  Government,  as 
respected  their  actual  construction,  yet  the  pro- 
curement of  this  construction,  by  money,  was  not 
beyond  its  competency.  In  the  recognition  of 
such  a  doctrine,  it  was  manifest  that  the  Govern- 
ment was  let  loose  from  all  control,  but  of  an  un- 
restricted discretion. 

Mr.  A.  said,  that  he  admitted  the  authority  of 
this  Government  to  provide  for  the  general  wel- 
fare, according  to  the  just  intendment  and  import 
of  this  expression  in  the  Constitution.  But  what 
was  this  import?  To  set  up  a  faculty  of  unbridled 
appropriation  in  the  Government?  Exactly  the 
reverse — to  confine  this  faculty  by  just  and  expe- 
dient restraint.  The  clause  was  analogous,  as 
respected  both  operation  and  the  motives  of  its 
insertion,  to  another,  containing  the  general  grant 
of  incidental  power,  which  had  given  occasion  to 
even  larger  discussion.  He  referred  to  the  clause 
authorizing  the  passage  of  all  "laws  necessary 
and  proper"  for  carrying  the  granted  powers  into 
effect.  Authority  to  this  extent  passed  without 
expres.^ion.  In  the  grant  of  the  substantive  objects 
of  power,  necessary  and  proper  incidental  power 
was  involved.  Was  the  clause,  then,  inserted 
merely  from  abundant  caution,  to  ascertain  this 
grant  of  incidental  power?  It  was  inserted  from 
a  motive  of  much  higher  caution,  to  confine  this 
grant,  by  a  character  of  essential  relation,  to  the 
enumerated  powers.  All  incidental  power  might 
have  been  construed  to  pass,  and  the  design  was  to 
prevent  the  implication  of  any  which  should  not 
have  the  character  of  being  necessary  and  proper, 
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m  reference  to  its  ends.     The  provision  was  not 
one  of  liberality,  but  jealousy  and  restriction.     A 
aimilar  policy  dictated  the  provision  under  review 
authorizing  appropriation  to  objects  of  "common 
defence  and  general  welfare."    The  taxing  power, 
which  was  one  of  the  largest,  would  draw  with  it  ' 
a  power  of  appropriation  of  commensurate  extent.  I 
It  was  consistent  with  the  design  of  the  Govern-  I 
ment,  and  prudent,  to  guard  this  power  by  a  re-  I 
striction  to  objects  of  national  concern.    This  was  ! 
done  in  the  words,  "  to  provide  for  the  common  I 
defence  and  general  welfare."     It  was  not  to  be 
inferred,  however,  from  the  union  in  the  clause,  ' 
of  common  with  general  objects  of  interest,  that 
they  were  conceived  as  belonging  to  a  common 
class.     If  this  had  been  the  case,  the  two  expres- 
sions would  not  have  been  employed  in  connexion ; 
for  there  was  no  word  in  the  Constitution  which 
had  not  an  appropriate  office,  as  well  as  significa- 
tion.   The  expression  would  have  been,  to  provide 
for  the  common  defence  and  welfare or,  the  gen- 
eral defence  and  welfare—and  not  for  the  common 
defence  and  general  welfare— if  a  discrimination 
between  common  and  general  objects  had  not  been 
designed.     And  what  was  this  distinction?     Had 
the  words  "common"  and  "general"  an  identical 
signification?   Common  was  "  that  of  which  sev- 
eral partook."      Common  interests  were  those  in 
which   the   States   partook,  severally.      General 
imported  an  "abstraction  from  particulars.  '   The 
interests  abstracted  from  such  as  were  particular, 
and  several,   were  those  which  attached   to  the 
Union,  in  a  corporate,  artificial  capacity  ;  as  a  dis- 
tinct political  community.     Common,  or  several 
interests,  were  not  objects  of  proper  Federal  char- 
acter.    They  were  not  confided,  therefore,  to  the 
Federal  authority  in  mass.   One  only— "defence" 
—was  so  confided.     The  reasons  for  this  conces- 
sion  were  peculiar.     But,  as  respected  general  or 
corporate  interests,  which  were  appropriate  to  the 
general  authority,  exclusively,  the  power  of  attain- 
ment had  no  limitation.     It  was  only  necessary  to 
ascertain  whether  an  object  belonged  to  a  common 
or  corporate  character,  related  to  the  several  inter- 
ests of  the  States,  or  the  general  interest  of  the 
Union,  to  determine  whether  it  belonged  to  Fede- 
ral jurisdiction.     As  respected  objects  of  internal 
improvement,  it  would  not  be  disputed  that  they 
belonged  to  the  class  of  several,  and  not  of  corpo- 
rate or  general  interests.      They  were  not^  there- 
fore, appropriate  to  this  jurisdiction. 

He  had  now,  Mr.  A.  said,  reviewed  the  several 
clauses  assigned  as  the  sources  of  the  power,  and 
it  did  not  appear  to  be  sustained  by  a  iaithful  ex- 
position of  either  of  them.  Inference  from  the 
objects  of  the  Constitution  led  to  the  same  result. 
Every  oracle  of  just  interpreution,  when  interro- 

§ated,  responded  in  negation  of  the  power.  The 
peaker  had  represented  as  a  species  of  treachery, 
the  refusal  to  exercise  granted  power.  Without 
contesting  the  correctness  of  this  proposition,  which 
was  undoubtedly  laid  down,  however,  with  too 
little  limitation,  it  was  treachery,  of  a  much  higher 
order,  to  exercise  ungranted  power,  or  even  that 
of  which  the  concession  might  fairly  be  consid- 
ered doubtful.   The  power,  in  the  present  instance, 


must  be  admitted  to  be  at  least  of  doubtful  char- 
acter, and  the  rule  of  public  and  of  private  moral- 
ity  was  the  same,  to  forbear  action,  the  lawfulness 
ot  which  was  questionable.     It  was  to  be  remem- 
bered, too,  with  a  character  of  what  peculiar  dan- 
ger the  exercise  of  doubtful  power  was  fraught,  in 
I  relation  to  this  Government.      The  Union  could 
I  only  be  considered  safe,  in  the  due  observance  of 
j  ihe  peculiar  and  delicate  distribution  of  power, 
I  prescribed  by  our  wise,  but  complicated  frame  of 
I  polity.    The  Slates  would  fiy  off  from  their  orbits 
ol  relation,  in  the  event  of  the  law  of  their  attrac- 
tion being  disturbed.      Union  was  the  guarantee 
of  interests  of  the  highest  order,  and  the  Consti- 
tution was  the  fortress  of  union.   But  this  fortress, 
Mr.  A.  said,  would  be  abandoned,  if  its  defences 
were  permitted  to  be  dismantled  by  construction, 
so  as  no  longer  to  present  a  barrier  to  discretion- 
ary power. 

Mr.  A  concluded,  by  saying  that  he  was  sensi- 
ble he  had  presented,  inadequately,  the  views  of 
the  question  he  had  to  offer.  He  would  not,  how- 
ever, forego  the  claim  of  zeal  in  a  discussion,  the 
principle  of  which  was  of  inexpressible  impor- 
tance. 

When  Mr.  A.  had  taken  his  seat- 
Mr.  Stewart  rose,  and  said,  he  concurred  with 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Arci^r,)  who  had  just  resumed  his  seat,  in  attri- 
buting to  this  subject  a  more  than  usual  degree  of 
importance. 

The  object  of  the  bill  under  consideration  was, 
to  lay  the  foundation  of  a  general  system  of  inter- 
nal improvement,  co-extensive  with  the  Republic, 
and  dispensing  its  benefits  and  its  blessings  to 
every  portion  of  the  Union.  It  was  not,  however, 
he  said,  a  new  subject ;  it  had  frequently  been  in- 
troduced and  discussed  on  this  floor.  As  early  as 
the  year  1809,  the  most  able  report  ever  written 
on  the  subject  had  been  communicated,  he  said, 
to  the  Senate,  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
(Mr.  Gallatin  ;)  and  had  the  views  of  that  distin- 
guished and  enlightened  statesman  been  carried 
into  effect,  this  country,  at  this  time,  would  have 
presented  a  very  different  aspect;  our  national 
strength  and  our  national  resources  would  have 
been  fully  developed,  and  the  North  and  the  South, 
the  East  and  the  West,  enjoying  every  commer- 
cial facility,  would  have  been  united,  and  bound 
together  by  the  strongest  ties  of  interest  and  inter- 
course. 

This  subject,  said  Mr.  S.,  presents  two  distinct 
questions: 

1st.  Have  we,  by  the  Constitution,  a  right  to 
pass  this  bill.  * 

2d.  If  so,  is  it  expedient  to  exercise  it  ? 

It  is  the  duty,  said  he,  of  the  friends  of  this 
measure,  to  sustain  the  affirmative  of  both  these 
propositions.  If  they  fail  in  either,  the  bill  must  be 
abandoned.  As  his  views  of  the  Constitutional 
power  of  Congress  over  the  subject,  were,  in  some 
degree,  different  from  those  taken  by  other  gentle- 
men who  had  spoken  on  the  same  side,  he  would, 
he  said,  in  the  first  place,  with  great  deference, 
present  them  to  the  Committee,  as  concisely  and 
as  distinctly  as  he  could,  and  then  notice  some  of 
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the  arguments  urged  by  gentlemen  in  opposition 
to  the  bill. 

He  was  free  to  admit,  for  his  own  part,  that  he 
did  not  derive  this  power  from  the  preamble  to 
the  Constitution  ;  nor  from  the  power  "  to  provide 
for  the  general  welfare,"  as  some  had  contended. 
Nor  yet  did  he  claim  it,  with  the  President,  from 
the  right,  "  to  appropriate  money,''  or  from  the 
"  consent  of  the  States."  While  he  admitted  the' 
force  of  these  considerations,  he  did  not  think  it 
necessary  to  resort  to  any  doubtful  source,  for  the 
power  in  question.  But,  in  his  opinion,  it  evi- 
dently resulted  from  four  of  the  great  and  expressly 
granted  powers. 

The  Constitution  declares,  that  Congress  shall 
have  power, 

1st.  "  To  establish  post  offices  and  post  roads  ;" 

2d.  "  To  regulate  commerce  wiih  foreign  na- 
tions, and  among  the  States,  and  with  the  Indian 
tribes ;" 

3d.  "  To  raise  and  support  armies,"  and  "  pro- 
vide for  the  common  defence  ;"  and 

4ib.  "  To  make  all  laws  which  shall  be  neces- 
sary and  proper  for  carrying  into  execution  the 
foregoing  powers." 

This  last  power  would,  no  doubt,  have  followed 
as  a  matter  of  course;  for,  every  grant  of  power 
necessarily  carries  with  it  the  means  of  its  own 
execution.  However,  to  remove  all  difficulty,  and 
all  doubt,  the  power  of  selecting  the  means  of 
"  carrying  into  execution,"  the  great  objects  and 
ends  of  Government,  was  expressly  granted. 

The  object,  then,  said  Mr.  S.,  of  the  first  grant, 
is,  the  transportation  of  the  mail ;  the  second,  the 
regulation  of  "  commerce  among  the  States  ;"  the 
third,  the  defence  of  the  country  ;  and  the  fourth 
gave  the  power  to  provide  the  means  "  necessary 
and  proper"  for  the  attainment  of  these  ends. 
Then,  the  true  and  only  questions  for  our  consid- 
eration are  these  : 

Ist.  Are  post  roads  "necessary  and  proper"  for 
the  transportation  of  the  mail  ? 

2d.  Are  commercial  roads  and  canals  "  neces- 
sary and  proper"  for  the  regulation  of  commerce 
among  the  States  1 

3d.  Are  military  roads  and  canals  ''necessary 
and  propel"  for  the  defence  of  the  country  ? 

If  the  answer  to  these  questions  be  in  the  affir- 
mative, and  he  thought  no  other  could  be  given  ; 
if  roads  and  canals  were  "necessary  and  proper" 
for  any,  or  all  of  these  purposes,  then,  we  have, 
expressly  the  power  to  make  them,  and  there  is  an 
end  to  the  argument. 

It  was  thus,  Mr.  S.  said,  he  derived  the  power 
over  the  subject  of  internal  improvements.  Post 
roads  belonged  to  the  transportation  of  the  mail — 
commercial  roads  and  canals,  to  the  power  of  re- 
gulating "commerce  among  the  States," and  mil- 
itary roads  and  canals  appertained  to  "  the  defence 
of  the  country."  Thus,  each  power  carries  with 
it  its  tfwn  appropriate  means  of  execution,  and, 
■without  which,  they  would  be  nugatory  and  inef- 
fectual. 

Having  premised  thus  much,  Mr.  S.  said,  he 
would  now  notice  some  of  the  arguments  which 
had  been  urged  against  the  bill  under  considera- 


tion, and  lespecially  by  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, ^MV.  Archer,)  who  had  just  resumed  his 
seat.     In   the  first  place,  we  are  told,  that  not  a 
word  is  said,  in  the  Constitution,  about  roads  and 
canals,  and  that  the  power  is,  therefore,  not  granted. 
This,  he  said,  was  a  non  seqniiur."     It  was  impos- 
sible that  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  could 
foresee,  and  point  out  all  the  means  for  "  carrying 
into  execution"  the  powers  granted.     This  would 
have  been  to  have  formed  a  code  of  laws,  and  not 
a  Constitution.     Had  they  done  so,  there  would 
have   been  no  use   for  a   Legislative  branch  of 
Government.     But,  said  Mr.  S.,  according  to  this 
principle,  we  are  violating  the  Constitution  every 
day.     Look  at  the  great  heads  of  legislation,  in 
your  statute  book.     You  have  passed,  and   are 
passinor  whole  codes  of  laws,  on  the  subject  of  pen- 
sions, fisheries,  health  laws,  lighthouses,  buoys,  bea- 
cons, dec, — armories,  and  military  academies,  heads 
of  Departments,  public  buildings,  library,  paint- 
ings, civilization  of  Indians,  benevolent   grants, 
seawalls,  and  surveys — roads  and  canals,  among 
the  rest,  and  many  other  subjects.     Yet,  gentlemen 
could  not  find  one  of  these  subjects  mentioned  in 
the   Constitution — not  a  word  of  the  kind:  still 
they  were  admitted  to  be  legitimate  subjects  of 
legislation  ;  and  why  ?    Because  they  are  means 
selected  for  "  carrying  into  execution"  the  granted 
powers  ;  and  because  we  have  expressly  the  power 
to  adopt  the  means  "  necessary  and  proper"  for 
this  purpose;  and,  if  gentlemen  would  take  the 
trouble  to  look  over  the  list,  they  would  find  much 
more   difficulty    in    discovering   the   appropriate 
grant  of  power,  to  support  much  of  this  legislation, 
than   he  did  in  finding  the  power  to  make  roads 
and  canals.     The  degree  of  necessity  and  propri- 
ety was  not  defined.     In  carrying  into  execution 
the  express  grant  of  power,  we  are  not  limited  in 
the  selection  of  means,  to  those  which  are  abso- 
lutely or  indispensably  necessary  ;  but   Congress 
is  left  free  to  exercise  its  own  discretion  in  the 
adoption  of  the  means  that  it  may  consider  "  ne- 
cessary and   proper  to  carry  into  execution  the 
powers  granted."     Though  gentlemen  admit  the 
necessity  of  roads  and  canals,  for  the  purposes 
mentioned,  yet,  they  say  that  the  States  have  the 
power  to  make  them,  and  that  the  General  Gov- 
ernment can  then  use  them.     And  was  it  the  in- 
tention of  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  that  the 
Greneral  Government  should  be  dependent;  should 
wait  until  the  States  furnished  the  means  for  ex- 
ecuting these   powers?     Certainly  not.     Where 
the  States  made  roads,  he  was  willing  to  use  them. 
But  there  were  great  national  objects  to  be  ac- 
complished— uniting   the   great   sections  of    the 
country,  the  North  and  the  South,  the  East  and 
the  West;  objects  perfectly  national,  which  the 
States  never  could  and  never  would  attempt.     It 
was  for  these  that  this  bill  provided. 

He  could  not  assent,  Mr,  S.  said,  to  another 
proposition  laid  down  by  the  gentleman4"rom  Vir- 
ginia, (Mr.  Archer,)  that  "  Congress  could  pass 
no  law  unless  it  was  absolutely  necessary  to  enable 
the  Government  to  go  on."  (Mr.  Archer  cor- 
rected Mr.  S.,  he  had  confined  the  remark  to  mu- 
nicipal law.]     Admit  the  qualification,  still  nearlf 
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all  our  legislation,  continued  Mr,  S.,  is  municipal; 
it  relates  to  the  internal  concerns  of  our  own 
country,  of  our  own  citizens.  Such  regulations 
he  considered  municipal — laws  were  divided  into 
national  law  and  municipal  law;  the  former  re- 
lated to  foreign  countries,  the  latter  to  our  own. 
Look  to  your  files  ;  look  to  the  loads  of  bills  under 
which  the  tables  were  groaning ;  they  were  almost 
entirely  municipal,  regulating  our  own  domestic 
concerns.  Yet,  perhaps,  not  one  of  them  was 
"absolutely  necessary  to  enable  the  Government 
to  go  on  ;"  then  you  have  no  right  to  pass  them  ; 
if  you  do,  you  violate  the  Constitution  !  Pass  the 
appropriation  bills — he  knew  of  no  others  "ab- 
solutely necessary  to  enable  the  Grovernment  to 
go  on" — then  burn  your  files  and  go  home :  your 
labors  are  finished.  These  doctrines,  Mr.  S.  con- 
tended, stripped  the  General  Government  of  all 
its  salutary  powers,  and  would  disqualify  it  for 
the  attainment  of  the  great  and  original  objects  of 
its  institution.  On  the  contrary,  Mr,  S.  insisted 
that  the  powers  of  the  General  Government,  in 
reference  to  all  the  great  objects  confided  to  it.^ 
supervision  and  control,  were  plenary,  were  full 
and  unlimited,  as  to  the  means  of  their  accom- 
plishment ;  except,  indeed,  where  they  were  re- 
stricted by  Constitutional  inhibitions;  and  the 
Constitutional  legislation  of  Congress  is  declared 
to  be  "  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,"  "  any  thing 
in  the  Constitution  or  laws  of  any  State  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding." 

Much  reliance  had  been  placed.  Mr.  S.  said,  in 
the  course  of  the  discussion,  on  that  clause  of  the 
Constitution  which  declares  that  "  Congress  shall 
have  power  to  exercise  exclusive  legislation,  in  all 
cases  whatsoever,  over  such  places  purchased  by 
the  consent  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  where 
the  same  may  be,  for  the  erection  of  forts,  maga- 
zines, arsenals,  dock  yards,  and  other  needful 
buildings;"  this  provision,  the  gentleman  from 
Vermont  (Mr.  Mallarv)  says,  was  introduced  to 
enable  Congress  to  build  forts.  But  the  gentle- 
men from  Virginia  (.Mr.  Archer  and  Mr.  Bar- 
bour) introduce  it  for  a  diflferent  purpose;  they 
admit  that  the  right  to  erect  forts,  magazines,  (tc., 
resulted,  as  a  matter  of  course,  from  the  power 
"to  raise  armies  and  provide  for  the  common  de- 
fence," but,  thev  say,  that  this  provision  was  in- 
troduced to  enable  Conojress  to  purchase  the  sites 
with  the  assent  of  the  States — this  interpretation 
of  the  grant  Mr.  S.  considered  equally  erroneous; 
for  the  General  Government  certainly  possessed 
the  same  right  to  purchase  real  property  within  a 
State,  and  to  erect  buildings,  or  make  roads  upon 
it,  that  an  individual,  or  other  corporation,  or  body 
politic,  enjoyed,  without  the  consent  of  the  State, 
and  they  had  exercised  it  to  a  vast  amount  to  secure 
debts,  (fee.  Nay,  more ;  they  had  the  power,  by 
the  Constitution,  to  take  "  private  property"  for 
"public  use,"  by  making  "just  compensation;" 
and,  if  they  can  take  it  without  the  consent  of  the 
owner,  a  fortiori,  they  have  a  right  to  purchase 
with  his  consent.  It  was,  therefore,  evident,  that 
this  provision  was  neither  introduced  to  give  the 
right  to  erect  forts,  &c.,  nor  the  power  to  purchase 
sites;  the  object  was  clear — it  was  to  give  Con- 
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gress  "exclusive  legislation"  over  our  forts,  to 
avoid  the  interference  of  State  jurisdiction  and 
State  process.  The  reasons  for  this,  he  said,  were 
obvious  ;  he  would  not  repeat  them  ;  but  the  same 
necessity  for  "exclusive  jurisdiction"  over  roads 
and  canals  did  not  exist,  though  we  had  the  same 
power  to  construct  them.  We  could  take  the 
land  and  materials  for  their  construction  by  mak- 
ing a  "just  compensation  ;"  this  was  all  that  was 
"  necessary  or  proper ;"  the  jurisdiction  could  be 
safely  left  with  the  States,  But,  says  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Barbour.)  Congress 
may  thus  take  possession  of  the  New  York  Canal, 
or  eighty  thousand   miles  of  post  roads  already 

made.     To   this  there  was  an   easy  answer it 

would  be  an  abuse  of  power — every  power  might 
be  abused.  You  have,  expressly,  the  power  to 
raise  armies  and  lay  taxes,  without  limit;  by  the 
abuse  of  these  powers  you  might  ruin  the  coun- 
try— and  where  is  the  remedy  ?  It  was  in  the 
people;  it  would  be  found  at  the  polls.  Every 
gentleman  who  has  spoken  against  this  bill,  (con- 
tinued Mr,  S.,)  has  deprecated  the  power  of  Con- 
gress to  make  internal  improvements  as  ruinous 
to  the  States,  as  a  violation  of  their  rights,  or  as 
an  encroachment  on  their  jurisdiction.  One  gen- 
tleman tells  us  it  would  "  bring  the  interference 
of  the  General  Government  to  every  man's  fire- 
side, and  make  it  odious  to  a  free  people."  An- 
other says,  "the  State  governments"  would  thus 
become  "  secondary,  degraded,  and  contemptible," 
and  would  be  at  last  "  virtually,  if  not  actually 
annihilated,"  These  were  to  him,  Mr.  S.  said, 
very  extraordinary  arguments.  What !  ruin  the 
States  by  internal  improvements — destroy  them  by 
making  roads  and  canals — "  violate  their  rights" 
by  giving  them  money — "  degrade"  them  by  in- 
creasing their  strength,  wealth,  and  resources,  at 
the  expense  of  the  General  Government  !  And, 
"  virtually,  annihilate"  them,  by  distributing  mil- 
lions of  the  public  money  among  them,  for  their 
common  benefit!  The  sooner  the  States  were 
thus  ruined  the  better.  The  first  to  be  destroyed, 
would  be  the  last  to  complain.  When  the  Gren- 
eral Government  goes  forth  among  the  States  to 
exercise  the  fearful  powers  of  taxation,  "laying 
excises,"  "raising  armies,"  and  exacting  contri- 
butions; carrying  with  her  whole  codes  of  laws, 
containing  the  severest  penal  sanctions,  passed  as 
incidental  to  these  powers,  we  hear  not  a  word 
about  State  rights  ;  but  when  she  goes  forth  with 
the  public  purse,  not  to  fill  it,  but  to  empty  it,  not 
to  raise,  but  to  distribute  money,  then  we  hear 
the  alarm  about  municipal  laws,  State  rights,  doc.; 
he  thought  those  who  supported  the  bill  were 
more  the  friends  of  State  rights  and  State  in- 
terests than  those  who  opposed  it.  But  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  (Mr.  Barbour)  says  that 
his  construction  will  produce  hartijony,  while  the 
exercise  of  this  power  will  produce  collision  be- 
tween the  General  Government  and  the  States. 
A  strange  kind  of  collision;  a  singular  conflict; 
the  General  Government  offering  money  to  the 
States,  and  they  refusing  to  receive  it !  Another 
honorable  gentleman  has  said  that  this  power  of 
making  roads  and  canals  would  lead  to  a  "con- 
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solidation"  of  the  Government.  In  one  sense, 
Mr.  S.  admitted  the  argument  to  be  well  founded  ; 
they  would  consolidate,  they  would  unite,  and 
bind  together  the  States  by  the  strongest  ties; 
they  were  (to  use  the  language  of  General  Wash- 
ington, when  sp?aking  of  the  union  of  the  Eastern 
and  Western  waters)  "  the  best,  if  not  the  only 
cement  that  will  bind  us  together  for  any  length 
of  time,  and  we  shall,"  says  he,  "  be  deficient  in 
foresight  and  wisdom  if  we  neglect  the  means  of 
effecting  it." 

But,  the  honorable  gentleman  next  tells  us,  that 
the  General  Government,  holding  ihe  "  purse  and 
the  sword,"  is  strong;  while  the  States,  in  their 
separate  capacities,  are  weak.  That  the  General 
Government,  clothed  with  this  tremendous  power 
of  making  roads  and  canals,  will  attack  the  States 
in  detail,  not  with  the  sword,  but  with  the  purse. 
First,  the  honorable  gentleman  says,  "  Congress 
declares  to  Vermont,  we  must  regulate  and  dis- 
tribute your  commerce — we  will  open  for  you  a 
canal."  "  Congress  wields  the  whole  force  of  the 
Confederacy;  the  State  must  submit."  "The 
General  Government,"  he  says,  "  next  enters  New 
Jersey,  and  opens  a  canal  through  that  State." 
"It  then  turns  to  Delaware,  and  in  succession 
passes  from  State  to  State,  encountering  each  one 
singly,  with  its  whole  strength,  influence,  and 
patronage."  "What  then,"  exclaims  he,  "must 
be  the  condition  of  the  individual  States  when 
these  splendid  objects  are  accomplished !"  Mr. 
S.  said,  he  was  at  a  loss  to  answer  the  question  ; 
the:.e  poor  little  States  thus  cut  up  by  the  General 
Government  with  roads  and  canals,  would  pre- 
sent a  most  deplorable  spectacle;  however,  he 
thought,  if  the  General  Government  would  offer 
any  of  these  States  a  half  a  million,  or  even  a 
million  of  dollars,  to  cut  roads  and  canals,  they 
would  submit  to  the  operation,  however  unplea- 
sant. Yet,  with  all  these  views  as  to  the  dread- 
ful and  destructive  tendency  of  this  power  to  the 
States,  the  same  honorable  gentleman  tells  us, 
that,  "to  the  grandeur  of  the  plans  for  internal 
'  improvement,  he  was  not  insensible;  their  utility 

*  he  acknowledged,  and  it  would  afford  him  the 

*  greatest  pleasure  to  concur  in  their  support ;  nay, 
'  more,  he  could  join  with  the  most  ardent  enthu- 
'  siasm  in  aiding  their  prosecution,  did  he  consider 

*  himself  authorized  by  the  Constitution  of  the 
'Union."  Such  was  his  language.  Indeed,  their 
utility  he  had  not  heard  denied  by  any  ;  and  those 
who  denied  the  power,  generally  professed  a  wil- 
lingness to  amend  the  Constitution,  so  as  to  give 
il  to  Congress  expressly.  Yet  we  are  told,  that, 
had  it  been  proposed  at  the  formation  of  the  Con- 
stitution, to  give  this  power  to  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, "the  Slates  would  have  as  soon  aban- 
doned their  sovereignty  and  returned  to  the  juris- 
diction of  the  mother  country,  as  have  surrendered 
it."  Mr.  S.  said  he  would  not  comment  on  these 
arguments — they  destroyed  each  other — they  could 
not  stand  together.  He  would  not  detain  the 
Committee,  to  whose  indulgence  he  was  already 
much  indebted,  by  any  further  reply  to  the  argu- 
ments which  had  been  urged  against  the  Consti- 
tutional power  of  Congress  over  the  subject ;  but 


he  begged  leave  to  ask,  what  had  been  already 
done  by  Congress  in  selecting  means  "to  carry 
into  execution"  the  express  powers  '•  to  establish 
post  offices  and  post  roads" — "  to  regulate  com- 
merce," and  "to  provide  for  the  common  de- 
fence ?" 

Sir,  said  Mr.  S.,  you  have  passed,  as  incidental 
to  the  first  grant,  whole  systems  of  laws  relative 
to  the  transportation  of  the  mail ;  you  have  created 
a  distinct  department,  and  commissioned  thou- 
sands of  postmasters,  employed  mail  contractors, 
postriders,  regulated  postages,  dec,  yet  not  a  word, 
not  a  syllable,  was  to  be  found  in  the  Constitution 
about  mails,  or  mail  contractors,  postmasters,  or 
postages;  then  what  right,  he  would  ask,  have 
you  to  legislate  upon  these  subjects?  The  right 
was  unquestionable — you  have  the  power  "to  es- 
tablish j)ost  offices  and  post  roads,"  and  you  have 
also  the  power  to  do  whatever  "  is  necessary  and 
proper"  to  carry  this  grant  into  effect.  These 
were  considered  "  necessary  and  proper"  means  to 
accomplish  this  end,  and  therefore  you  have  the 
undoubted  right  to  adopt  them;  and  if  roads  were 
equally  "necessary  and  proper"  as  a  mean  to 
transport  the  mail,  which,  he  thought,  could  not 
be  denied,  then  your  right  to  make  them  was 
equally  clear  and  unquestionable.  This  conclu- 
sion, he  said,  was  plain,  it  was  irresistible;  inge- 
nuity itself  could  not  cast  the  shadow  of  a  doubt 
upon  it.  But,  sir,  you  have  gone  further,  said 
Mr.  S.,  you  have,  as  incidentalto  this  incidental 
legislation  on  the  subject  of  "  post  offices  and  post 
roads,"  superadded  another  system  of  laws  to 
carry  your  incidental  laws  into  effect,  denouncing 
the  severest  penalties  against  those  who  violate 
or  contravene  their  provisions,  even  to  the  taking 
away  the  property,  the  liberty,  and  in  some  cases 
the  life,  of^  the  citizens  of  the  State,  in  their  own 
territory;  yet  we  hear  not  a  word  of  complaint, 
nut  a  word  about  violating  State  rights  by  muni- 
cipal laws;  nothing  is  said  about  "degrading" 
the  States,  rendering  them  "secondary  and  con- 
temptible," or  rendering  the  General  Government 
"odious."  You  may  take  away  the  life,  liberty, 
and  property  of  the  citizens,  by  virtue  of  your 
power  "to  establish  post  offices  and  post  roads," 
but  if,  by  virtue  of  the  same  power,  you  go  into 
the  States  to  distribute  money  for  their  benefit  in 
making  roads,  then  we  are  alarmed  with  the  cry 
about  ruining  the  Slates.  When  you  come  witn 
the  rope  to  hang  the  citizens,  then  you  are  wel- 
come; but  if  you  bring  money  to  distribute  among 
them,  in  making  useful  improvements,  then  you 
are  repulsed  as  an  unlawful  intruder;  he  would 
ask  gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  was  this  consist- 
ent? was  it  reasonable? 

Much,  very  much,  continued  Mr.  S.,  has  been 
said  on  both  sides,  as  to  the  word  establish,  as  it 
related  to  post  roads.  He  had  listened  wiih  plea- 
sure to  those  recondite  philological  disquisitions; 
but,  for  his  own  part,  he  did  not  consider  it  neces- 
sary or  material  to  resort  to  the  phraseology  of  ihe 
grant  for  the  power  in  question.  The  object  was 
indicattd  by  the  Constitution ;  it  was  the  trans- 
portation of  the  mail,  and  the  means  of  its  attain- 
ment followed  of  course.     And  what  object  was 
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more  important  than  the  distribution  of  intelli- 
gence through  the  mail?  Was  it  not  important 
that  the  people  ."^hould  know  all  that  was  going 
on  in  this  Government?  Everything  here  de- 
pends upon  public  opinion;  how  important,  then, 
is  it  that  public  opinion  should  be  enlightened. 
When  the  people  ceased  to  be  virtuous  and  en- 
lightened, there  was,  he  said,  an  end  of  liberty; 
there  was  an  end  of  this  free  and  happy  Gov- 
ernment. 

But  if  the  power  in  question  depended  upon  the 
word  "establish,"  he  thought  it  was  clear.  If  A, 
for  a  valuable  consideration,  grants  to  B  the  power 
"to  establish"  a  mill  road  or  a  market  road  through 
his  farm,  does  it  not  give  to  B  the  right  to  open 
and  make  the  road  ?  If  it  does  not,  the  object  of 
the  grant  is  defeated  ;  the  grant  itself  is  altogether 
nugatory,  and  useless  and  absurd.  So  the  Slates 
had  given  Congress  the  power  "  to  establish  post 
roads,"  and  if  they  have  not  the  power  to  open 
and  make  them,  the  grant  would,  he  contended, 
be  equally  useless  and  equally  absurd. 

But,  said   Mr.  S.,  we  have  also  expressly   the 
power  "to  regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations 
and  among   the   Slates."     And   what   have   you 
done  as  incidental  to  this  power,  with  a   view  to 
carry  it  into  effect?     Look  at  your  commercial 
laws  and   regulations,  literally  filling  whole  vol- 
umes.    He  would  not  attempt  an  enumeration  of 
the  almost  infinite  variety  ol  means  employed  to 
carry  into  effect  this  grant  of  power,  not  one  of 
which  were  mentioned  in  the  Constitution.    And 
among  the  rest,  the  Government  expended   near 
8200,lX)0  per  annum  in  the  support,  erection,  and 
repair  of  lighthouses,  buoys,  beacons,  &c.,  passing 
up  our  bays  and  rivers,  hundreds  of  miles  into  the 
interior — not  only  erecting  lighthouses,  but  build- 
ing sea   walls,  making  surveys,  removing  sand 
bars  which  obstructed  the  navigation;  and  if  you 
can  come  up  the  Potomac  for  this  purpose,  to  this 
city,  why  not  go  on   to  Cumberland,  or  up  the 
Mississippi   and  Ohio  to  Pittsburg,  from  whence 
ships  had  been  fitted  out  and  descended  that  river? 
If  you  can  cut  a  sand  bar,  you  can   cut  a  canal ; 
the  expense  might  be  different,  but  the  principle 
and  the  power  were  precisely  the  same;   you  do 
all  these  things  by  virtue  of  your  power  to  regu- 
late foreign   and  domestic  commerce.     If  roads 
and  canals  were  equally  necessary  and   useful  in 
the  interior,  for  the  regulation  of  commerce  among 
the  States,  you  have  the  same  power   precisely 
to  make  them.     The  only  difference  was  in   the 
means;  and  ihere  was  not  a  country  in  the  world 
where  this  power  could  be  so  happily  and  so  pro- 
fitably employed  as  in  this.     Mr.  S.  here  referred 
to  a  variety  of  objects,  to  illustrate  this  idea,  which 
were  highly  important,  he  said,  to  the  facilitation 
of  internal  "  commerce  among  the  States."    And, 
again,  said  he,  you  have  the  power  "to  raise  ar- 
mies" and  "provide   for  the  common   defence." 
This  grant,   he  said,  carried  with   it  perhaps  a 
greater   variety  of  means,  or  incidental  powers, 
than  any  other ;  by  virtue  of  this  power,  you  have 
erected   forts,  armories,  military  academies;  you 
have  procured  all  the  necessary  supplies  and  ap- 
pendages of  an  army — provisions,  military  stores, 


and  the  munitions  of  war.    You  have  enacted  the 
most  rigid   system  of  military  discipline,  author- 
izing courts  martial  to  take  away  the  life  of  the 
citizen  soldier  for  a  great  variety  of  comparatively 
small  offences.     And  where,  sir,  do  you  get  tiie 
power  to  do  all  this?    Not  one  word  is  said  upon 
the  subject  in  the  Constitution.     Still  the  power 
exists,  though  the  Constitution  is  silent,  and  why? 
Because,  having  the  power  "to  raise  armies  and 
to  provide  for  the  common  defence,"  you  have 
aLso,  sir,  expressly  the  right  to  provide  the  means 
"  necessary  and  proper  to  carry  these  powers  into 
execution."     And  it  is  clear,  sir,  that  if  roads  and 
canals   be  "  necessary  and   proper"  for  "  the  de- 
fence" of  the  country,  you    have   expressly  the 
power  to  make  them  ;  the  only  question,  in  fact, 
IS,  are  they  a  fit  and  proper  means  for  this  pur- 
pose?    And  who  could  doubt  it?    Look  at  the 
experience  of  the  late  war!  look  at  the  waste  of 
blood  and  treasure  on  your  Northern  frontier  for 
want  of  good  roads  and  canals,  and  say  are  they 
necessary  for  the  defence  of  the  country  ?     These 
lessons  were  too  recent  and  severe  to  be  forgotten. 
Sir,  roads  are  of  primary  importance.     You  pro- 
vide cannon  and  military  stores  for  "  the  common 
defence ;"  but  of  what  use  are  they  without  roads, 
upon  which  to  transport  them  to  the  places  where 
they  may  be  wanted  for  the  public  service?     Sir, 
said  Mr.  S.,  I  hesitate  not  to  express  the  opinion 
that,  if  the  plan  of  Mr.  Gallatin  had  been  carried 
into  effect,  if  even  the  single  canal,  mentioned  by 
the  President  in  his  late  Message,  to  connect  the 
Seat  of  the  General  Grovernment  with  the  Northern 
lakes,  bad  been  executed,  all  the  disgrace  and  all 
the  disasters  that  befel  our  arms  on  the  Northern 
frontier,  during  the  late  war,  would  have  been 
avoided.     Sir,    the    waste   of  treasure,   and    the 
waste  of  blood,  the  noble,  the  generous  blood  of 
the  brave  and  patriotic  freemen  of  the  West,  which 
had  been  poured  out  like  water,  would  have  been 
saved   to   this  nation.     The  transportation  of  a 
single  cannon,  in  some  instances,  had   cost  near 
8l,()00,  and   a   barrel   of  flour  $100,  where  it  is 
usually   bought  for  four   or   five   dollars.     With 
these  facts  staring  us  in  the  face,  and  their  weight 
resting  on  our  shoulders,  who  would  deny  that 
roads  and  canals  were  "  necessary  and  proper"  for 
the  common  defence? 

But  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Ar- 
cher,) who  has  just  addressed  you,  admits  the 
power  to  make  military  roads  and  canals.  This, 
Mr.  S.  said,  he  considered  a  surrender  of  the 
whole  question.  The  gentleman  says  it  properly 
belongs  to  the  power  "  to  raise  armies  and  provide 
for  the  common  defence,"  and  thus  admits  the 
right  of  Congress  to  select  the  means  to  accom- 
plish the  end  of  Government;  and  if  a  majority 
of  Congress  think  roads  and  canals  necessary  and 
proper  for  the  transportation  of  the  mail,  and  the 
regulation  of  commerce,  they  have,  undoubtedly, 
upon  the  same  principle,  and  by  virtue  of  the 
same  power,  a  right  to  make  them.  But  even 
suppose  you  confine  its  exercise  to  military  roads 
and  canals — by  this  you  can  accomplish  all  the 
great  objects  contemplated  by  the  friends  of  this 
bill.     If  the  honorable  gentlemen  will  compare 
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Mr.  Gallatin's  report,  which  embraces  the  whole 
subject  for  mail,  military,  and  commercial  pur- 
poses, with  the  report  of  the  distinguished  gentle- 
man now  at  the  head  of  the  War  Department,  on 
the  subject  of  "  military  roads  and  canals,"  he 
will  find  their  systems,  in  all  material  respects,  to 
be  the  same.  The  Secretary  of  War,  in  fact, 
says,  at  the  close  of  his  enumeration  :  "  Many  of 
'  the  roads  and  canals  which  have  been  suggested, 
'  are,  no  doubt,  of  the  first  importance  to  the  com- 
'  merce,  the  manufactures,  the  agriculture,  and 
)litical  prosperity  of  the  country,  but  are  not. 


'  for  that  reason,  less  useful  or  necessary  for  mili- 
'  tary  purposes.     It  is,  in  fact,  one  of  the  great 

*  advantages  of  our  country,  enjoying  so  many 
'  others,  that,  whether  we  regard  its  internal  im- 

*  provement  in  relation  to  military,  civil,  or  po- 

*  liiical  purposes,  very  nearly  the  same  system,  in 
'  all  its  parts,  is  required.     The  road  or  canal  can 

*  scarcely  be  designated,  which  is  not  highly  use- 
'  ful  for  military  operations,  and  which  is  not 
'  equally  required  for  the  industry  or  political 
'  prosperity  of  the  community  ;"  and  had  the 
roads  and  canals  pointed  out,  he  adds,  "  been  com- 
'  pleted  before  the  late  war,  their  saving,  in  that 
'  single  contest,  in  men,  money,  and  reputation, 

*  would  have  more  than  indemnified  the  country 
'  for  the  expense  of  their  construction."  He  then 
recommends  the  very  plan  proposed  by  this  bill 
for  procuring  the  necessary  plans  and  estimates, 
as  preliminary  to  their  execution  ;  so  that,  by  pass- 
ing this  bill,  you  do  no  more  than  has  been  re- 
quired by  the  Secretary  of  War  for  military  pur- 
poses alone;  and  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
(Mr.  Archer,)  who  has  admitted  the  power  to 
make  military  roads  and  canals,  may,  with  per- 
fect consistency,  support  this  bill  with  a  view  to 
strengthen  the  military  defences  of  the  country. 
And,  having  the  power  to  make  roads  and  canals 
for  the  defence  of  the  country,  will  it  be  seriously 
contended  that  the  Stale  through  which  they  pass 
may  defeat  them,  though  indispensably  necessary 
for  the  safety  and  best  interests  of  the  country  7 
To  give  the  power  to  defend  the  country,  without 
the  means  oi  its  execution,  would  be  ridiculous 
and  absurd  ;  it  would  be  a  degree  of  folly  which 
could  not  be  imputed  to  the  wise  framers  of  our 
excellent  Constitution ;  besides,  these  powers,  he 
said,  were  perfectly  innocent  and  harmless.  What 
possible  injury  could  result  ?  If,  in  their  exer- 
cise. Congress  should  transcend  the  limits  of  a 
sound  discretion ;  if  they  should  resort  to  means  i 
not  "necessary  and  proper,"  to  attain  the  end — 
the  Supreme  Court,  possessing  a  power  of  super- 
vision and  control,  will  correct  it.  But,  sir,  if  the 
liberties  of  this  country — if  the  States  have  any 
thin^  to  fear  from  the  General  Government,  it  is 
not  trom  their  incidental  or  resulting  powers;  it 
is  frona  their  great  and  express  powers;  the  power 
to  "  raise  armies"  and  to  '*  lay  taxes."  Here  their 
power  is  not  only  unlimited,  but  it  is  without 
check,  without  control. 

But,  Mr.  S.  said,  he  not  only  thought  the  Gen- 
eral Government  possessed  the  power  over  the 
subject  of  roads  and  canals,  but  he  considered  the 
question  settled  ;  if  any  question  could  ever  be 


settled  by  frequent  and  solemn  decisions  in  Con- 
gress, this  was.     He  found  in  the  statute  book  a 
whole  system  of  laws  under  the  head  of  "  roads 
and  canals;"  and  were  all  these  laws  unconstitu- 
tional ?     Laws  for  the  construction  of  the  Cum- 
berland road  had  received  the  sanction  of  every 
Executive,  and  of  almost  every  Congress,  since 
the    Administration   of  Mr.  Jefferson,   who   had 
signed    the   first   law   on    the  subject.     But   the 
strongest  and  most  unequivocal  expression  in  fa- 
vor of  the  power  was  to  be  found  in  the  proceed- 
ings had  in  the  last  Congress,  on  the  bill  provi- 
ding for  the  erectidh  of  toll-gates  on  the  Cumber- 
land road.     This  bill  certainly  carried  the  Con- 
stitutional power  of  Congress  over  the  subject,  to 
its  utmost  limit.     It  assumed  complete  sovereignty 
and  jurisdiction  within  the  territory  of  the  Slates, 
establishing  tolls,  and  inflicting  pains  and  penal- 
ties upon  those  who  might  disregard  or  violate  its 
provisions;  yet   this   bill,   thus  exerting  the  Con- 
stitutional power  of  Congress  to  its  utmost  ex- 
tent, passed  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (though 
it  encountered  the  powerful  opposition  of  the  hon- 
orable gentleman    from  Virginia,  who  had  just 
spoken,  Mr.  Barbour,  and  several  others,)  by  a 
vote  of  more  than  two  to  one,  and  after  an  amend- 
ment was  adopted,  appropriating  a  sum  of  money 
to  repair  the  road  previous  to  the  erection  of  the 
gates,  the  bill  passed,  by  ayes  and  noes,  by  a  large 
majority  ;  and  even  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 
so  remarkable  for   their   Constitutional  scruples, 
stood  divided  on  the  passage  of  the  bill,  the  former 
8  to  12,  the  latter  5  to  5.     And,  in  the  Senate, 
where  the  Constitutional  powers  of  this  Govern- 
ment were  certainly  well  understood,  where  you 
find  many  of  the  most  able,  experienced,  and  en- 
lightened  Constitutional  lawyers  in   this  or  any 
other  nation,  this  bill  passed  with  all  its  powers, 
and  all  its  provisions,  gates,  penalties,  money,  and 
all,  by  a  vote  of  29  to  7,  and  even  some  of  the 
seven  who  voted  against  it,  he  understood,  were 
influenced,  not  by  any  doubt  of  the  power,  but  by 
a  doubt  of  the  expediency  of  degrading  this  great, 
free,  national   road   to   the  level  of  common  toll 
roads,  for  the  sake  of  the  trifling  sum  required  to 
keep  It    in    repair.     By   this   strong   and    almost 
unanimous  decision,  the  question,  in  Congress,  at 
least,  ought  to  be  considered  as  settled.     He  came 
next,  Mr.  S.  said,  to  consider  the  second  question  : 
Is  this  measure  expedient  J     And  this,  to  his  mind, 
was  the  most  important  branch  of  the  subject. 
(Here  Mr.  Stewart  gave  way,  at  a  late  hour,  for 
a  motion  to  adjourn.] 

The  next  morning,  Mr.  Stewart,  after  thank- 
ing the  Committee  for  the  indulgence  afforded  him 
by  the  adjournment  yesterday,  proceeded  to  sub- 
mit his  views  on  the  question  of  expediency.  On  / 
this  ground,  the  bill,  he  said,  had  met  with  rery 
little  opposition.  Gentlemen  who  had  denied  the 
Constitutional  power  of  Congress  over  the  subject, 
had  generally  admitted  the  expediency  of  the  mea- 
sure. Some  objections,  however,  had  been  made 
to  it  on  this  ground,  which  first  claimed  liis  atten- 
tion. The  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
(Mr.  Archer,)  has  said,  that  the  national  debt  of 
near  one  hundred  millions,  should  be  first  paid. 
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Mr.  S.  said,  that  he  was  quite  sure  that  he  felt  as 
much  anxiety  as  that  honorable  gentleman  to  dis- 
charge the  national  debt,  and  he  would  go  as  far 
to  retrench  the  expenditure  of  the  Government,  to 
accomplish  it.  But  the  national  debt,  he  said,  had 
been  overrated.  The  honorable  gentleman  would 
find,  after  deducting  the  thre^  per  cent,  stocks,  the 
subscription  to  the  National  Bank,  and  the  amount 
of  seven  per  cents,  which  would  be  discharged 
by  the  balance  now  in  the  Treasury,  the  amount 
to  be  redeemed  of  the  national  debt,  instead  of 
one  hundred  millions,  was,  in  fact,  little  more 
than  sixty-one  millions,  which,  by  the  regular  ap- 
plication of  the  ordinary  sinking  fund  would  be 
entirely  extinguished  in  less  than  eight  years. 
What  then  was  to  be  done  with  the  sinking  fund 
of  ten  millions  per  annum  ?  Was  it  to  be  wasted 
in  idle  extravagance  ?  Besides,  Mr.  S.  said,  many 
of  the  present  sources  of  expenditure  would  soon 
be  dried  up.  The  annual  appropriations  for  the 
erection  o(  forts,  and  the  gradual  increase  of  the 
Navy,  would  soon  be  rendered  unnecessary,  by  the 
accomplishment  of  those  objects.  Our  enormous 
pension  list  must  soon  be  reduced  by  the  hand  of 
time,  and  the  annual  expenditure  upon  this  Capi- 
tol, this  splended  monument  of  national  extrava- 
gance, which  had  cost  as  much  as  would  have 
completed  a  canal  from  here  to  Cumberland,  must 
cease.  These  results  would  produce  an  annual 
saving  of  near  three  millions  per  annum,  which 
might  be  well  applied  to  internal  improvement; 
or,  if  gentlemen  would  consent  to  give  to  this  ob- 
ject the  increase  of  revenue,  which  would  arise 
from  the  adoption  of  the  new  tariff,  it  would  be 
sufficient  for  two  or  three  of  the  first  years  of  its 
operation. 

Another  objection  made,  was,  that  this  measure 
would  lead  to  an  unequal  distribution  of  the  pub- 
lic funds.  This  Mr.  S.  said  must  depend  upon  the 
plan  hereafter  adopted.  For  his  own  part,  he  was 
free  to  say,  that  he  would  preler  a  plan  to  distrib- 
ute the  fund  set  apart  for  this  purpose,  among  the 
States,  according  to  their  representation  in  this 
House ;  reserving  to  Congress  the  right  to  desig- 
nate the  objects  upon  which  it  should  be  expended 
within  or  adjoining  the  several  States;  and,  by 
referring  to  Mr.  Gallatin's  report,  it  would  be  seen 
that  there  was  scarcely  a  State  in  the  Union  which 
was  not  intersected  or  bounded  by  some  great  na- 
tional object  of  internal  improvement.  This  fund,  j 
yielding  an  annual  and  certain  aid  to  the  States,  j 
would  give  a  general  impulse  to  improvements 
throughout  the  Union  ;  it  would  stimulate  and 
strengthen  the  efforts  of  the  States ;  and  induce 
them,  in  many  cases,  to  commence  great  underta- 
kings of  this  kind,  which  would  never  be  attempted 
without  It. 

Thus  the  distribution  would  be  salutary,  it  would 
be  just,  e(]uitable,  and  beneficial  to  every  portion 
of  the  Union.  But,  Mr.  S.  said,  he  would  ask  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  whether  the 
expenditures  of  the  General  Grovernment  were,  in 
other  respects,  equal  among  the  States?  Look  at 
the  immense  expenditures  on  the  seaboard,  in  the 
erection  of  Ions  and  other  public  works  of  defence, 
in  building  and  supporting  a  Navy,  for  the  protec- 


tion of  foreign  commerce,  and  for  defending  it 
against  foreign  aggression;  the  late  war  was  em- 
phatically a  war  in  defence  of  "Free  trade  and 
sailors'  rights;"  in  support  of  which  the  interior 
of  the  West  had  expended  their  full  portion  of  blood 
and  treasure.  Of  the  five  hundred  and  sixty  mil- 
lions of  dollars  expended  since  the  formation  of 
the  Government,  how  much  had  gone  to  the  bene- 
fit of  the  interior,  in  promotins;  internal  commerce 
among  the  States?  Scarcely  two  millions  for 
constructing  the  Cumberland  road,  and  this  tri- 
fling sum  the  State  of  Ohio  was  required  to  refund. 
Was  this  an  equal,  was  this,  he  asked,  a  fair  dis- 
tribution of  the  public  funds?  Must  all  be  de- 
voted to  foreign  commerce,  and  nothing  to  internal 
commerce  among  the  States?  Sir,  said  he,  the 
interior  is  now  laboring  under  a  complication  of 
difficulties,  which  rendered  their  situation  trulf 
distressing.  The  manufacturing  establishments, 
which  heretofore  furnished  a  market  for  the  far- 
mer, (for  want  of  adequate  protection,)  had  sunk 
under  the  weight  of  foreign  competition  ;  without 
canals,  the  products  of  agriculture  would  not  bear 
transportation  to  the  Atlantic  markets;  thus,  the 
farmer,  without  a  market,  was  left  without  a  mo- 
tive to  industry.  Here  Mr.  S.  mentioned  a  variety 
of  facts,  showing  that  the  West  paid  annually  a 
tax  of  near  three  millions  of  dollars  for  the  trans- 
portation of  goods,  and  a  heavier  duly  was  paid 
on  glass  and  other  articles  carried  from  the  West 
to  Baltimore,  than  was  paid  by  the  foreign  article 
in  the  same  port;  nineteen-twentieths  of  this  ex- 
pense would  be  saved  by  a  single  canal  connect- 
ing the  Eastern  and  Western  waters.  He  then 
took  an  extensive  view  of  the  canals  and  internal 
improvements  in  England,  where  twenty-two  ca- 
nals crossed  their  mountains,  uniting  the  eastern 
and  western  waiers  of  that  Kingdom.  He  also 
adverted  to  the  policy  of  France,  Holland,  and  ser- 
eral  other  European  nations,  and  contrasted  their 
policy  in  this  respect  with  our  own.  While  no 
nation,  he  said,  possessed  the  same  advantages,  the 
same  facilities,  or  the  same  inducements,  as  this,  for 
internal  improvements,  yet  none  had  done  so  little. 
As  a  nation,  he  said,  we  had  done  almost  nothing ; 
we  were  far  behind  the  Holy  Alliance,  and  had 
scarcely  kept  up  with  the  Ottoman  Porte  in  at- 
tending to  the  internal  concerns  of  our  own  coun- 
try, by  developing  its  resources,  and  facilitating 
internal  trade  by  internal  improvements.  If  we 
were  asked  by  our  constituents  why  we  lavished 
millions  every  year,  for  the  benefit  and  protection 
of  foreign  commerce,  and  did  nothing  to  promote 
internal  commerce  among  the  States,  were  we 
prepared  to  give  them  a  satisfactory  answer? 

But,  as  nothing  but  what  was  foreign  appeared 
to  satisfy  some  gentlemen  ;  as  they  appeared  to 
have  an  aversion  to  every  thing  that  was  domes- 
tic, that  was  internal,  that  was  American,  whether 
in  reference  to  commerce  or  manufactures,  still 
they  might,  he  said,  be  gratified — they  might  hare 
foreign  commerce  at  home,  at  least  if  distance 
made  commerce  foreign.  For  instance,  he  said, 
our  Atlantic  merchants  might  be  as  profitably 
employed  to  themselves,  and  much  more  so  to  the 
country,  in  importing  lead  from  Missouri,  instead 
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of  bringing  it  from  Europe.  While  the  voyage 
would  be  equally  foreign  as  to  distance,  it  would 
be  infinitely  more  secure  and  advantageous.  In 
a  single  year  (1816)  we  had  imported  from  abroad 
more  than  20,000,000  of  pounds  of  lead.  Every 
year  cost  the  nation  more  than  half  a  million  of 
dollars,  while  our  own  country  furnished  this 
article  in  inexhaustible  quantities.  In  the  West, 
we  had  whole  districts  of  country  literally  com- 
posed of  lead,  suflScient  to  supply  the  universe; 
yet,  for  want  of  the  necessary  facilities  for  trans- 
portation, such  as  this  bill  was  intended  to  afford, 
these  immense  sources  of  national  wealth,  of  na- 
tional independence,  remained,  and  must  continue 
to  remain,  dormant  and  useless.  This  was  a 
single  instance  selected  to  illustrate  the  policy  of 
this  measure,  while  the  argument  would  apply 
with  equal  force  to  an  almost  infinite  variety  of 
other  sources  of  wealth  in  the  interior,  as  iron, 
class,  &c.,  the  raw  material  of  which  remained 
buried  in  the  earth,  useless  and  unproductive,  and 
which  only  required  the  plastic  and  vivifying 
touch  of  governmental  patronage  and  protection 
to  spring  at  once  into  useful  and  prosperous  ac- 
tivity. 

Mr.  S.  here  introduced  another  argument  in 
favor  of  this  measure,  drawn  from  its  evident  ten- 
dency to  enhance  the  value  of  the  public  lands,  of 
which  the  Government  still  had  for  sale  more 
than  400,000,000  of  acres,  and  with  respect  to 
which  Congress  had  expressly,  by  the  Constitu- 
tion, power  to  make  "all  needful  rules  and  regu- 
lations;" and  certainly  there  could  be  no  "regula- 
tion" better  calculated  to  increase  their  value,  to 
facilitate  their  sale,  and  to  induce  their  settlement, 
than  a  good  system  of  roads  and  canals,  opening 
a  cheap,  free,  and  easy  communication  with  them. 
In  support  of  this  argument,  Mr.  S.  read  several 
extracts  from  Mr.  Gallatin's  report,  made  in  1808, 
which    states,    among    other    things,    that   "  the 

*  opening  of  an  inland  navigation  from  tide-water 
'  to  the  great  lakes  would  immediately  give  to  the 

*  great  body  of  lands  bordering  on  those  lakes  as 
'  great  value  as  if  they  were  situate  at  the  dis- 
'  tance  of  one  hundred  miles  by  land  from  the 
'seacoast;  and  if  the  proceeds  of  the  first  ten 
'  million  of  acres  which  may  be  sold  were  applied 
'  to  such  improvements,  the  United  States  would 
'  be  amply  repaid  in  the  sale  of  the  other  ninety 

*  millions."  Mr.  S.  also  referred  to  some  calcu- 
lations made  on  the  subject,  in  a  letter  addressed 
to  Mr.  Gallatin  by  Mr.  Robert  Fulton,  to  whose 
genius  the  world  was  so  much  indebted,  in  which 
he  demonstrated  that  the  public  lands,  six  hun- 
dred miles  from  the  seaboard,  would,  by  the  use  of 
canals,  enjoy  all  the  advantages  of  those  within 
fifty  miles  of  it  by  land.  "  Every  mile  of  canal, 
he  stated,  through  the  public  lands,  would  accom- 
modate 25,600  acres ;"  "and  the  land  sold,  says 

*  Mr.  Fulton,  in  1806,  averaged  about  two  dollars 
'  per  acre— with  a  canal  it  would  produce  six 
'  dollars.  Thus,  he  says,  only  twenty  miles  of 
'  canal  each  year  running  through  national  land.N 
'  would  raise  the  value  of  512,000  acres,  four 
'  dollars  per  acre,  giving  Sl,048,000,  a  sum  suffi- 
'  cienl  to  make  136  miles  of  canal."     Hence  it 


was  evidently  the  interest  and  duty  of  the  Gov- 
ernment speedily  to  adopt  a  system  of  policy 
which,  while  it  greatly  increased  its  revenue  and 
resources,  would  at  the  same  time  open  a  market 
to  the  West,  facilitate  trade  and  intercourse,  unite 
the  great  geographical  sections  of  the  Union,  and 
thus  promote  the  permanent  prosperity  of  the 
nation. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  S.,  possessing,  as  we  do,  the  only 
free  Government  upon  earth,  blessed  by  Divine 
Providence  with  every  variety  of  climate  and  of 
soil,  unconnected  with  Europe,  and  strangers  to 
the   storms  which   disturb   her    repose,  enjoying 
tranquillity  at  home,  and  at  peace  with  all  the 
world,  it  is  the  policy  of  this  Government  to  turn 
its  attention  to  its  own  internal  improvement,  to 
bring  into  activity  its  own  immense   resources, 
which,  as  yet,  were  but   partially  developed  ;  ta 
minister  to  the  wants  and  relieve  the  distresses  of 
our  own  people,  by  seeking  out  and  adopting  ap- 
propriate remedies,  by  building  up  proud  and  perma- 
nent and  glorious  monuments  of  internal  improve- 
ment, which  will  remain  to  the  latest  posterity  as 
so  many  memorials  of  the  wisdom  and  munificence 
ot  their  ancestors.     Unique  in  our  situation,  oc- 
cupying a  proud  pre-eminence  among  the  nations 
of  the  earth,  sir,  we  owe  a  great  example  to  the 
world,  not  by  conquering  and  destroying  nations, 
but  by  cultivating  the  arts  of  peace,  by  making 
our  people  as  prosperous  and  as  happy  as  they  are 
free.     His  heart,  Mr.  S.  said,  beat  high  with  joy 
and  gladness  when  he  contemplated  the  delightful 
prospect  which,  he  flattered  himself,  was  rapidly 
rising  into  view,  when  this  nation  would  cease  to 
be  dependent  upon  European  skill  and  industry 
for  the  supply  of  its  wants  ;  when  we  should  en- 
joy the  utmost  degree  of  prosperity;  when  New 
England,   now   sufficiently   populous,   instead   of 
Old  England,  should  become  the  great  and  prin- 
cipal seat  of  our  manufacturing  establishments — 
the  South  cultivating  and  supplying  the  raw  ma- 
terial, while   the  West,  offering  to  the  hand  of 
agriculture  a  rich  and  productive  soil,  will  always 
afford  the  breadstuffs   in  abundance.     Thus,  the 
great  sections  of  our  Republic  will  become  custo- 
mers instead  of  rivals,  mutually  dependent  upon 
each  other  both  for  a  market  and  a  supply.  Then, 
with   the  proposed   system   of  internal   improve- 
ment, by  which  the  provisions  of  the  West  would 
find  a  rapid,  cheap,  and  easy  conveyance  to  the 
East,  in   exchange  for  return  cargoes  of  manu- 
factured  articles,  and   the  cottons  of  the   South 
enjoying  similar  facilities  of  exchange  with  the 
North,  our  independence  would  become  perfect, 
and  our  Union  indissoluble. 

In  a  country,  continued  Mr.  S.,  so  extensive  as 
this,  spreading  itself  over  an  almost  unlimited  ex- 
tent of  territory;  divided  into  great  geographical 
sections  by  high  and  almost  impassable  mountains, 
and  presenting  an  exposed  military  frontier  of 
seven  or  eight  thousand  miles,  a  well  regulated 
system  of  internal  improvements,  whether  regard- 
ed in  relation  to  its  military  strength,  or  its  politi- 
cal stability,  or  its  commercial  prosperity,  was  of 
the  utmost  importance.  With  it,  we  would  be 
the  strongest,  without  it,  the  weakest,  nation  on^ 
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earth,  possessing  the  same  population  and  re- 
sources. Sir,  said  Mr.  S.,  this  nation  must  de- 
pend, for  its  security  and  its  liberty,  not  upon 
standing  armies,  but  upon  the  virtue  and  patriot- 
ism of  the  people — on  the  militia,  the  citizen-sol- 
diers of  the  Republic.     Standing  armies,  in  time 


try,  whose  solemn  advice  could  never  be  too  ofteik 
repeated.  In  speaking  of  the  Western  country^ 
forty  years  ago,  he  says:  "For  my  own  part,  I 
'  wish  sincerely  every  door  to  that  country  may 
'  be  set  wide  open,  and  the  commercial  intercourse 
'  with  it  rendered  as  free  and  easy  as  possible. 


of  peace,  he  deprecated,  as  inauspicious  to  free-    '  This,  in  my  opinion,  is  the  best,  it  not  the  only 


dom ;  he  regarded  them  as  a  most  destructive  bane, 
and  intolerable  burden.  The  strength  of  this  na- 
tion, therefore,  in  all  emergencies,  would  be  in 
proportion  to  the  facility  with  which  the  physical 
force  of  the  country  could  be  promptly  and  rapid- 
ly concentrated  at  any  point  where  its  presence 
might  be  required,  whether  "to  suppress  insurrec- 
tions" at  home,  or  "to  repel  invasions"  from 
abroad. 

Suppose,  said  Mr.  S.,  your  seaboard  to  be 
threatened  by  the  combined  fleets  of  Europe, 
without  the  possibility  of  knowing  at  what  point 


'  cement,  that  can  bind  these  people  to  us  for  any 
'length  of  time;  and  we  shall  be  deficient  in 
'  foresight  and  wisdom,  if  we  neglect  the  means 
'  of  eftecting  it.  Our  interest,"  ne  says,  "is  so 
'  much  in  unison  with  this  measure,  that  nothing 
'  short  of  that  ill-timed  and  misapplied  parsimony,. 
'  and  contracted  way  of  thinking,  which  inter- 
'  mingles  so  much  in  our  public  councils,  can 
'  counteract  it." 

If  the  policy  which  opposed  this  measure  forty 
years  ago,  was  justly  considered  unwise,  ill-timea, 
contracted,  and  illiberal,  what  would  be  said  of  it 


you  were  to  be  attacked,  what  would  be  a  stand-  I  now  ?  Since  then,  a  new  world,  as  if  by  magic, 
ing  army  of  even  one  hundred  thousand  men,  dis-  i  had  sprung  up  in  the  West ;  the  wilderness  had 
tributed  along  a  maritime  frontier  of  three  or  four  j  yielded  to  the  hand  of  industry  ;  ships  had  taken 
thousand  miles,  without  facilities  for  prompt  and  the  place  of  the  Indian's  canoe,  and  splendid  cities 
rapid  concentration?  They  would  be  weak  and  *  and  towns,  and  cultivated  fields,  had  risen  on  the 
inefficient.  How  much  more  powerful  and  effec-  !  ruins  of  savage  huts.  If  it  then  required  roads  and 
tual  would  be  a  system  of  inland  navigation,  ex-  1  canals  as  the  "best  and  only  cement,"  td  hold  to- 
tending  from  the  North  to  the  South,  connecting  !  gether  the  East  and  the  West,  how  mUch  more 
in  one  common  chain  the  whole  of  your  Atlantic  are  they  required  now?  Then  the  Western  people 
cities,  and  thence,  like  the  radii  of  a  circle,  pene-  were  surrounded  by  powerful  and  hostile  savage 
trating  the  interior  to  its  centre,  enabling  the,  tribes;  they  were  not  only  dependent  on  the  At- 
whole  physical  strength  of  the  country  to  be  rap-  j  lantic  Slates  for  protection  and  for  supplies,  but 
idly  delivered  at  any  given  point,  where  they  1  were  bound  to  them  by  all  the  lies  of  a  common 
could  move,  with  all  the  munitions  of  war,  ^^  pari  j  kindred,  and  filial  affection,  bearing  to  the  East- 
pasm'"'  with  the  enemy,  always  fresh  and  unbrok-  ern  States  the  relation  of  the  first  colonies  to  the 
en  by  the  fatigue  of  long  and  forced  marches  ?  j  mother  country.  But  how  is  it  now?  The  pop- 
These  advantages,  said  Mr.  S.,  are  not  imaginary.  .  ulaiion  of  the  West  is  the  growth  of  its  own  soil; 
They  have  been  already,  in  some  degree,  realized  |  their  wealth  and  resources  are  increasing  every 
on  the  New  York  canal,  where  we  now  transport  |  day  ;  they  are  becoming,  of  themselves,  a  great 
troops  and  munitions  of  war  more  than  three  :  and  powerful  people,  and,  as  they  increased  in 
times  the  distance  in  the  same  period,  and  at  less  \  weight,  it  would  bethepartof  a  wise  policy  to  in- 
than  one-third  the  former  expense,  without  fatigue  j  crease  the  number  and  strength  of  the  ties  which 
to  the  soldier,  or  the  destruction  of  property  attend-  |  unite  them  to  the  East.  Though  it  is  true,  sir,  that 
ant  upon  land  transportation.  As  a  means  of  na-  (  the  West  cling  to  their  brethren  of  the  East,  with  a 
tional  defence,  therefore,  roads  and  canals  were  fond  affection  and  an  ardent  attachment ;  though 
incomparably  the  best.  In  {>eace,  liberty  had  ,  they  cheerfully  perform  an  annual  pilgrimage  over 
nothing   to   fear   from   roads   and    canals — from    yonder  rough  and  rugged  mountains,  to  worship 


standing  armies  it  had.     In  peace,  forts  were  use 
less,  nay,  worse — they  were  a   burden  of  expense. 


here  with  "  a  more  than  Eastern  idolatry,"  at  this 
temple  of  liberty,  this  altar  of  our  Union  ;  yet,  sir, 


Roads  and  canals,  whether  in  peace  or  in  war,  I  remember  that  the  time  may  come  (which  God 
afforded  every  facility  for  commercial  intercourse,  \  forbid)  when  an  unwise  and  unjust  policy  may 
and,  if  made  by  subscribing  stock,  would  be,  in-  j  weaken  those  attachments,  however  strong,  and 
stead  of  a  public  burden,  a  constant  source  of  reve-  stifle  those  affections,  however  pure.  Though  all 
nue  to  the  Government,  presenting  such  facilities  |  is  now  sunshine,  still  a  cloud  may  yet  appear  to 
that,  by  stamping  on  the  earth,  an  army  will  darken  and  to  mar  our  political  horizon.  How 
spring  into  existence,  and  rush  to  the  point  of  long  was  it  since  the  threat  of  resistance,  the 
danger  or  alarm.  '  thunder  of  rebellion,  was  heard  on  this  floor  from 

But,  independent  of  their  military  and  commer-  '  another  quarter  ?  Though  he  did  not,  for  his  own 
cial  advantages,  roads  and  canals,  considered  in  ,  part,  apprehend  any  danger,  at  present ;  yet  it  was, 
apolitical  point  of  view,  would  form  one  of  the    he  repealed,  the  part  of  a  wise  policy  to  strengthen, 


most  powerful  bonds  of  union  among  the  States. 
They  virtually  removed  mountains,  conquered 
time  and  space,  brought  distant  parts  of  the  coun- 
try more  nearly  together,  and  united  them  by  the 
strong  ties  of  friendship,  of  interest,  of  intercourse. 
And  here  he  begged  leave  again  to  quote  the  lan- 
guage of  Washington,  the  Father  ot  his  Coun- 


by  every  possible  means,  the  ties  which  bind  this 
Union  together ;  for,  upon  it  depended  the  peace, 
and  the  happiness,  and  the  best  hopes  of  this  peo- 
ple. Destroy  this,  and  you  extinguish  the  last 
lamp  of  liberty  ;  you  prostrate  the  last  citadel  of 
freedom.  Thus,  freedom  left  without  a  friend, 
and  liberty  without  a  sanctuary^  the  fell  principles 
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of  "the  Holy  Alliance  "  would  spread,  UDresisted, 
ibeir  gloomy  dominion  over  the  universe. 
Sir,  said  Mr.  Stewart,  I  feel  that  I  have  tres- 
'   passed  too  long  on  the  patience  of  the  Committee, 
and  will  only  add,  that  the  power  to  pass  this  bill 
is  as  clear  to  my  mind,  as  its  exercise  is  expedient. 
Sir,  said  he,  it  is  almost  the  only  power  you  pos- 
sess of  conferring  benefiJs  and  blessings  upon  the 
Siates ;  of  expending  thr  people's  money  for  the 
people's  benefit;  and  its  exercise,  more  than  any 
other,  woijld  tend  to  promote  and  to  perpetuate 
the  union,  harmony,  and  prosperity  of  this  nation ; 
and,  as  he  considered  this  the  most  salutary  power 
that   the   General  Grovernraent    possessed,   so   it 
would  be  the  last  that  he  would   consent  to  sur- 
render.    It  was  a  power  which  every  well-regu- 
lated government  must  possess — the  power  of  self- 
improvement. 

Sir,  said  he,  defeat  this  bill,  and  vou  give  the 
death-blow  to  the  best  hopes  and  best  interests  of 
this  nation.  Pass  it,  and  one  other,  (he  meant 
the  tariff.)  and  the  ISth  Congress  will  have  nobly 
done  its  duty.  It  will  be  hailed  by  future  genera- 
tions as  having  laid  the  foundation  of  a  system 
of  policy  which  would  soon  raise  this  nation  to 
the  high  and  brilliant  destiny  that  awaits  it. — 
Let  the  fate,  however,  of  these  measures  be  what 
it  might,  he  would,  at  least,  have  the  satisfaction, 
he  said,  of  recording  his  name  in  their  favor. 


chasers  of  public  lands  prior  to  the  1st  of  July, 
1820,"  be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands. 

The  report  of  the  Postmaster  General,  made  on 
the  27th  instant,  in  relation  to  an  equalization  of 
the  compensation  of  deputy  Postmasters,  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads. 


Thursday,  January  29. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Webster,  the  Committee  on 
the  Pobt  Office  and  Post  Roads  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing,  by  law, 
that  the  publishers  of  newspapers,  and  other  peri- 
odical journals,  may  be  allowed,  in  transmitting 
such  newspapers,  or  journals,  by  mail,  to  accom- 
pany them  with  bills,  or  memorandums  of  ac- 
count, on  such  conditions,  and  for  such  additional 
rates  of  postage,  as  may  be  thought  proper. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  William  P.  Duval,  Governor  of  Florida, 
accompanied  by  a  printed  copy  of  the  "Acts  of 
the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Territory  of  Flor- 
ida, passed  at  their  second  session,  1823;"  which 
letter  and  acts  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  the  times  of  holding 
the  District  Court  at  Mobile,  in  the  District  of 
Alabama,"  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
joint  resolution  in  relation  to  an  intended  visit  of 
the  Marquis  de  Lafayette  to  the  United  States, 
was  read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  Hou.«-c. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  final  adjustment  of  land  claims  in  the  State 
of  Missouri,  and  Territory  of  Arkansas,  derived 
from  the  Governments  of  France  and  Spain," 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands. 

Ordtred,  That  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands,  made  on  the  12th  instant,  on  a 
prcposiUoA  10  revive  and  continue  in  force  the 
provisioas^  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  pur- 


SURVEYS  FOR  ROADS  AND  CANALS. 
The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  bill  for  obtaining  the  requisite  plans 
and  estimates  on  the  subject  of  roads  and  canals. 
Mr.  Stewart  concluded  the  speech  which  he 
began  yesterday,  in  favor  of  the  bill,  as  given  en- 
tire in  preceding  pages. 

Mr.  A.  Stevenson,  of  Virginia,  in  rising,  said, 
that  he  had  not  the  vanity  to  suppose  that  any  ar- 
gument which  he  could  olTeron  this  subject  would 
change  the  opinion  expressed  by  the  House,  in  the 
previous  vote  on  this  bill.  Indeed,  he  should  have 
considered  himself  precluded,  by  his  respect  for 
the  House,  from  any  attempt  to  discuss,  at  this 
stage,  the  important  principles  involved  in  this 
bill,  had  not  the  House  evinced,  by  consenting  to 
recommit  it,  a  willmgness  to  have  it  more  fully 
and  freely  debated.  Under  this  impression  he  rose, 
at  this  protracted  stage  of  the  debate,  to  discharge 
what  he  believed  to  be  a  sacred  duty,  and  to  ask 
the  indulgence  of  the  Committee,  whil.st  he  pre- 
sented, as  briefly  as  he  could,  his  views  on  this  in- 
teresting and  important  subject. 

He  did  not  intend,  Mr.  S.  said,  to  discuss  at 
large  the  expediency  of  the  system,  towards  which 
this  bill  was  avowedly  a  preliminary  step,  and 
which  might  justly  be  considered  as  the  first  link 
in  the  mighty  chain  of  constructive  power.  Can- 
dor, however,  required  him  to  say  that,  if  he  be- 
lieved the  power  claimed  could  be  exercised  with- 
out a  violation  of  the  Constitution,  yet  he  would 
refuse  to  exercise  it. 

He  concurred  in  the  opinion  expressed  by  the 
distinguished  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (the 
Speaker,)  that  political  power  was  the  highest 
which  could  be  given  by  man  to  man.  It  was  the 
most  sacred  trust  that  could  be  reposed  in  an 
earthlv  tribunal ;  but  he  had  yet  to  learn  how  a 
refusal  to  exercise  any  power,  which  might  be 
deemed  unwise  or  inexpedient,  could  be  construed 
into  an  abandonment  of  duty,  or  treachery  to  the 
nation.  He  would  not  follow  gentlemen  in  the 
wide  range  they  had  taken,  as  to  the  expediency 
of  this  measure,  but  would  content  himself  with 
presenting  some  general  remarks,  in  relation  to 
this  branch  of  the  subject,  before  he  came  to  dis- 
cuss the  question  of  power. 

There  are  many  and  powerful  considerations, 
Mr.  S.  said,  which,  in  his  opinion,  forbid  the  ex- 
ercise of  this  power  by  the  General  Government 
at  the  present  time.  The  subject  was  one  pecu- 
liarly fitted  for  the  State  governments.  It  was  one 
of  a  local,  rather  than  a  national  character;  and 
could  only  be  well  executed  by  the  local  author- 
ities. All  these  schemes  of  internal  improvement 
must  have  their  rise,  Mr.  S.said,  in  local  interests 
and  feelings;  and  he  put  it  to  the  candor  of  the 
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friends  of  this  bill  to  say,  whether  their  contem- 
plated schemes  for  improvement  had  not  their 
origin  in  local  views.  VVhat  security,  Mr.  S.  ask- 
ed, by  the  present  Constitution,  should  we  have  for 
equality,  in  the  disbursements  of  the  millions  which 
would  be  necessary  for  the  execution  of  these 
splendid  and  magnificent  schemes?  None,  none, 
but  legislative  discretion  and  pleasure.  Does  not 
every  impartial  mind  see  that  the  resources  of  the 
nation,  derived  from  all,  would  be  used  for  local 
rather  than  national  objects;  and  that  favorite 
portions  of  the  Union  would  receive  the  benefits, 
whilst  other  parts  could  not  participate  ? 

Sir,  said  Mr.  S.,  instead  of  promoting  those 
great  national  l)enefits,  which  the  imagination  of 
the  honorable  Speaker  has  sketched  in  such  bright 
perspective;  instead  of  promoting  union  and  peace 
among  the  States  and  the  people,  it  would  be  the 
apple  of  discord  and  disunion.  Look  to  the  situa- 
tion of  some  of  the  old  States,  and  see  what  would 
be  the  operation  of  this  system  upon  them.  There 
are  many  of  them  who  deny  the  Constitutional 
power  now  claimed,  and  believe  it  cannot,  and 
ought  not  to  be  exercised  by  this  Government. 
They  have  maintained  that  opinion  from  the  Ibun- 
dation  of  the  Government  to  the  present  time. 
They  have  heretofore  refused  to  participate  in  any 
of  these  schemes,  and  would,  he  had  no  doubt, 
continue  to  preserve  their  consistency.  In  relation 
to  my  own  State,  said  Mr.  S.,  I  feel  a  proud  con- 
fidence that  she  will  not  abandon  the  high  ground 
which  she  has  heretofore  so  well  and  so  ably  sus- 
tained. Virginia,  sir,  has  maintained  too  long  her 
worship  at  the  altar  of  the  Constitution,  pure  and 
undefiled,  to  be  seduced  from  her  allegiance  by 
golden  considerations,  or  alarmed  by  any  mistaken 
apprehensions  of  disunion  or  disaffection.  Vir- 
ginia is  not  insensible  to  the  benefits  of  internal 
improvement;  she  is  now  actively  engaged  in  this 
great  work  ;  but  she  asks  not  the  aid  of  this  Gov- 
ernment, and  would  scorn  to  receive  it,  by  a  sacri- 
fice of  her  principles,  or  an  abandonment  of  duty. 
There  are  other  States  which  hold  the  same  sen- 
timents. What,  then,  is  our  situation  ?  Why,  the 
resources  of  our  nation  are  to  be  seized  on,  to  ag- 
grandize our  Western  and  Northwestern  brethren; 
to  subdue  the  Western  floods,  and  tame  their 
mountains;  and,  if  we  refuse  our  assent,  we  are 
told  that  "  the  Union  may  be  endangered  and 
shaken  to  its  centre." 

Sir,  said  Mr.  S.,  I  entertain  no  fears  upon  the 
subject.  No  man  can  make  me  believe  that  the 
rejection  of  this  bill,  or  the  refusal  to  exercise  the 
power  now  claimed  is  to  separate  these  States,  or 
alienate  the  affections  of  the  West  from  the  Union. 
Our  Western  brethren  are  too  patriotic  and  high- 
minded  ;  they  bear  too  noble  and  lofty  a  spirit 
they  are  bound  to  us  by  too  many  and  endearing 
ties;  they  have  poured  out  their  blood  too  iVeely 
in  defence  of  every  thing  which  can  be  dear  to 
freemen — to  let  any  mistaken  or  momentary  feel- 
ing hurry  them  into  anarchy  or  disunion.  In  op- 
posing this  bill,  Mr.  S.  disclaimed  any  unfriendly 
feeling  towards  the  West.  He  could  say,  with  an 
ancient  worthy — 

*'  Amicus  Plato:  sed  magis  arnica  Veritas." 


He  loved  the  West,  but  he  loved  the  Constitu- 
tion and  interests  of  his  country  more. 

He  called  upon  gentlemen  to  pause!  If  this 
I  power  must  be  exercised  bv  this  Government,  let 
it  be  by  an  amendment  of  the  Constitution.  A 
proposition  to  that  effect  had  been  submitted  io  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature.  Let  us  wait  its 
issue;  present  the  question  fairly  to  the  people;  (I 
do  not  say  that  I  will  vote  for  it;)  but  if  they, 
after  fully  understanding  and  weighing  the  sub- 
ject, shall  determine  to  give  you  this  power,  then, 
and  not  till  then,  attempt  to  exercise  it. 

Mr.  S.  said  that  he  would  now  proceed  to  the 
question  of  Constitutional  power.   Have  Congress 
a  right  to  project  and  execute  a  great  national 
scheme  of  internal   improvement,   by  means  of 
roads  and  canals  ?     This  was  the  view  in  which 
this  bill  had  been  sustained  by  the  able  and  inge- 
nious arguments  of  its  friends  ;  and  it  was,  Mr.  S. 
said,  his  intention  to  examine  and  answer  these 
arguments  as  far  as  he  was  able.     Before,  how- 
ever, he  did  so,  he  begged  to  be  indulged  with  a 
few  preliminary  remarks  upon  the  indisposition 
j  which  was  always  manifested  in  this  House,  to 
I  Constitutional  discussions.     It  must  be  obvious  to 
I  those  who  had   been   here  but  for  a  short  time, 
'  that  arguments  of  this  character  were  never  very 
graciously  received  on  this  floor;  and  especially 
;  where  they  were   suppo.sed  to  conflict  with  fa- 
vorite or  interesting  schemes  of  national  policy. 
If  there  was  nothing  in   the  measure  proposed, 
and  objected  to,  oflensive   to  the  great    princi- 
ples of  civil  liberty,  or  republican  Government, 
gentlemen  were    not  disposed    to  examine  very 
nicely  the  powers  between  the  two  Governments. 
The  line  between  powers  surrendered  and  those 
retained,  they  were  not  anxious  to  draw,  provided 
1  any  good  end  might  be  obtained,  by  the  exercise 
of  the  immediate  power  claimed.     We  hear  it 
j  daily  rung  in  our  ears,  said  Mr.  S.,  that  these  dis- 
cussions are  idle ;  that  this  will,  and  must,  become 
I  a  great  and  splendid  Government ;  and  that  it  is 
I  folly  to  sup|x>se  that  we  have  not,  and  ought  not 
I  to  have,  the  powers  to  accomplish  it.     Virginia, 
1  too,  is  ridiculed  and  abused  for  her  scruples  and 
,  her  jealousy  upon  this  subject.     Sir,  let  me  tell 
this  House  that  the  period  is  approaching,  if  it  has 
not  arrived,  when  Constitutional  discussions  must 
i  and  will  be  listened  to  here.     The  people  are  get- 
;  ting  roused,  and  the  subject  is  coming  home  to 
the   bosom  of   every   man.     Human   affections 
'  and   attachments,  Mr.  S.  said,  had   been  aptly 
I  compared  to  solar  heat,  which  decreases  in  pro- 
'  portion  as  it  recedes  from   the  sun.     This  was 
true  in  relation   to  Government.     As  it  extended 
!  and  spread  out  its  limits  and  population,  the  ex- 
!  treinities  would    become   weakened,   and    corre- 
sponding energy  and  power  must  be  given  to  the 
centre. 

I  W  hen  the  Government  was  formed  of  the  old 
'  thirteen  States,  fears  were  then  entertained  by 
many  of  the  wise  men  who  formed  it,  that  its  ter- 
[  ritorial  limits  were  too  large  for  a  single  Govern- 
ment, and  that  it  would  require  loo  much  power 
to  govern  well.  What  would  then  have  been 
thought,  if  it  could  have  been  foreseen  that,  in 
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forty  years,  we  should  have  been  pushing  our  lim- 
its to  the  waters  of  the  Oregon,  a  distance  from 
the  Seat  of  Government  of  some  four  or  five  thou- 
sand miles? 

Sir,  is  it  not  demonstrable  that,  as  you  extend 
your  territorial  limits,  the  power  m  the  centre  will, 
like  the  snow-ball,  continue  to  increase;  and  that 
a  spirit  of  jealousy  will  arise  in  the  Slates  and 
among  the  people,  unfriendly  to  the  Government  ? 
Do  we  not  know  that  this  is  now  the  case,  and 


that  more  danger  is  apprehended  from  tyranny  m 
the  head  than  anarchy  in  the  extremities?     Is  it 
not  what  might  be  expected?     Do  we  suppose 
that  the  people  are  willing  to  abandon  their  State 
governments  as  useless  corporations  ?-_those  gov- 
ernments which  brought  them  through  an  age  of 
revoluiijn,  and  cheered  them  amid  the  gloom  of  a 
longand  bloody  war;  those  governments  to  which 
the  people  look  up  for  the  protection  of  their  dear- 
est rights,  and  consider  as  the  safe-guard  of  their 
liberties!      We    may  hug  ourselves  in  the  con- 
sciousness of  possessing  power  which  cannot  be 
taken  from  us;  but  the  eyes  of  the  nation  will  be 
upon  us.     No  Constitution,  said  Mr.  S.  possesses 
the  power  of  preserving  itself;  no  parchment  bar- 
riers ever  did  or  can  preserve  a  government :  it  is 
to  the  virtue  and  intelligence  of  the  people  that 
we  are  to  look.     Without  this,  your  Constitution, 
when  opposed  to  the  lust  of  power,  would  be  a 
dead    letter;    a   miserable,    empty  reed,   dashin«r 
against  a  Colossus.    There  is,  besides,  no  friendly 
third    Power  to  decide   between   the  States  and 
General  Government  in  conflicts  for  power.  These 
considerations  ought  to  teach  those  who  are  rulers 
m   the  respective  governments  the  necessity  of 
caution  and  forbearance  in  the  execution  of  their 
powers—to  recede  from,  rather  than  to  overstep, 
the  line  of  separation  ;  and  to  invite,  rather  than 
to  scowl  upon,  Constitutional  discussions.     It  is 
only  by  this  course,  said  Mr.  S,  that  we  can  pre- 
serve the  Union,  and  the  liberties  and  happiness 
of  the  people.     As  to  my  own  course,  Mr.  Chair- 
man,  It   has   long   since  been   settled.     I   came 
Here  to  exercise   my   duty  in    good   faith;   and, 
wniist  1  will  not,  by  an   improper  or  weak  exer- 
cise of  power,  paralyze  the  energies  of  this  Gov- 
ernment, or  defeat  the  great  objects  of  its  creation, 
1  will  not  legislate  into  the  Constitution  one  scin 
tilla  of  power,  or  assume  even  that  which  I  may 
think  doubtful,  to  obtain  any  object,  however  de- 
sirable. "'      ' 

Sir,  said  Mr.  S.,  I  can  never  forget  the  woids 
of  the  venerable  Clinton,  when,  in  the  Senate  of 
the  United  States,  he  rejected  the  bill  recharterino- 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  He  said  :  '•  In  the 
^  course  of  a  long  life,  I  have  found  that  Govern- 
.  T.?^  '^  r"^  ^°  ^  streng^ened  by  an  assumption 
^  Of  doubtful  powers,  but  by  a  wise  and  energetic 

execution  of  those  which  are  incontestable:  the 
^  lormer  never  fails  to  produce  suspicion  and  dis- 

trust,  whilst  the  latter  inspires  respect  and  con- 

iiuence. 

These  words  ought  to  be  written  in  letters  of 
go  d  upon  your  Coliseum,  and  over  the  doors  of 

Is  L  J    '  ^""^  *!f  "^^"'^  ^"^  =^^''1  ^"^^''^^  (much 
as  he  was  opposed  to  amendments  to  the  Consti- 


tution, and  despised  oaths,)  and  to  the  oath  which 
every  member  of  this  House  takes  to  support  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  Stares,  he  would  add 
the  words,  "and  never  exercise  a  doubtful  power  " 
Mr.  S.  said,  that,  before  he  came  to  comment 
upon  the  two  parts  of  the  Constitution  which  the 
honorable  Speaker  and  his  friend  from  Delaware 
(Mr.  McLane)  relied  on  as  deriving  this  power 
he  would  make  a  single  remark  upon  the  discre-' 
pancy  which  existed  amongst  the  friends  of  the 
bill,  as  to  the  sources  of  the  power  claimed      The 
Speaker  had  defended  this  diversity  of  opinion 
and  thought  there  was  nothing  extraordinary  in 
If.     He  said  that  it  was  common  for  men  to  view 
the  same  subject  under  diflerent  aspects.     That  it 
was   favorable    to   the  assertion   of    the    power 
claimed,   inasmuch  as  the  same  result  was  ob- 
tained by  so  many  various   modes  of  reasoning. 
Sir,  said  Mr.  S.,  I  protest  against  arguments  like 
these,  as  applicable  to  a  written  and  limited  Con- 
stitution.    Can  it  be  believed  that  a  power  like 
that  claimed— a  power  involving  all  the  highest 
attributes  of  sovereignty,  should  have  been  wholly 
omitted  in  the  specification  of  powers,  and  left  as 
accessorial  to  half  a  dozen  subordinate  and  inferior 
powers?     The  friends  of  this  bill  are  completely 
at  war  among  themselves,  as  to  the  true  source  of 
I  the  power.     One  gentleman  comes  forward  and 
claims  It  under  the  clause  '^  to  establish  post  of- 
'  tices  and  post  roads."     A  second  disclaims  this 
source,  but  seeks  it  under  the  right  to  "regulate 
commerce.''     A   third  does  not    believe  it  is   in 
either,  but  maintains  that  it  is  given  by  the  clause 
empowering  Congress  to  "  declare  war."  A  fourth, 
from  the  power  to  appropriate  money.     A  fifth, 
from  the  clause  authorizing  us  to  pass  all  laws 
"necessary  and   proper"  to  carry  into  effect  the 
powers  vested  in  the  General  Government;  and 
a  sixth,  from  the  power  to  "  provide  for  the  com- 
mon defence  and  general  welfare."     Now,  is  it 
not  singular,  Mr.  S.  asked,  that  a  power  of  such 
magnitude  should  have  been  left  to  implication, 
and  be  capable  of  being  attached,  by  ingenious 
construction,   to   so   many  and   such   conflicting 
powers,  in  an  instrument  so  distinct,  so  cautious 
so  minute,  in  all  its  specifications,  as  the  Consti- 
tution   of    the    United    States?     The    honorable 
Speaker,  in  his  able  and  ingenious  argument,  took 
his  stand  upon  the  power  to  make  post  roads,  and 
to  regulate  commerce  between  the  States,  though 
lie  admitted  that  the  commercial  clause  was  the 
rnost  doubtful  source  of  power.     He  contended 
that  the  whole  question  turned  upon  the  true  sig- 
nification  of  the   word    "establish,"    which   he 
asserted  to  mean  (in  the  sense  in  which  it  is  used 
in  the  Constitution)  to  "fix,"  "build,"  "create," 
make  firm."     Mr.  S.  said,  that   he  was  not  a 
little  astonished  that  the  Speaker  should,  in  the 
construction  of  an   instrument  so  sacred   as  the 
Constitution,  have  confined  himself  to  verbal  criti- 
cism and  a  play  upon  words.     Did  he  go  back  to 
the  period  when  the  Constitution  was  formed,  or 
give  us  the  circumstances  which  led  to  its  forma- 
tion ?     Did   he  call   to   hi?  aid   any  of  the  able 
writers  who  have  given   us  commentaries  on  its 
Did  he  show  us  how  these  clauses  ia 


meaning^ 


January,  1824. 


Surveys  for  Roads  and  Canals. 


H.  OP  R. 


the  Constitution  were  considered  by  the  Conven- 
tions who  ratified  it?  Did  he  resort  to  the  discus- 
sions in  the  State  Conventions?  Did  he  compare 
the  various  parts  of  the  instrument  with  each 
other?  No,  sir;  he  told  us  simply  that  the  word 
"establish"  meant  to  create;  and  that  the  whole 
argument  turned  upon  the  true  signification  of 
this  word. 

Now,  said  Mr.  S.,  I  am  directly  at  issue  with 
the  Speaker,  as  to  the  meaning  of  this  word 
"establish."  If  we  go  to  philological  authority, 
or  common  usage,  it  is  much  oftener  used  to  sig- 
nify "confirm,"  "adopt,"  "designate,"  than  to 
create,  construct,  or  build.  Establish  is  to  render 
certain,  fixed.  We  speak  of  an  "established 
church,"  or  an  "established  religion."  We  do 
not  mean  a  church  or  religion  created,  but  one 
fixed,  confirmed  by  authority.  The  word  "estab- 
lish," includes  the  idea  of  authority,  when  used 
in  a  legislative  sense.  It  has  been  said  that,  to 
ascertain  its  signification,  (in  the  clause  under 
consideration,)  we  must  resort  to  other  parts  of 
the  Constitution,  when  the  word  is  used  in  the 
same  sense,  or  in  relation  to  the  same  subject. 

In  the  seventh  article  of  the  Constitution,  it  is 
said  that  the  assent  of  nine  States  shall  be  suffi- 
cient for  the  "establishment  of  this  Constitution." 
Now,  this  word  establish  was  used  there  to  mean 
confirmation,  adoption,  ratification.  It  was  not 
intended  to  mean  "creation,"  because  the  Consti- 
tution had  been  previously  formed,  and  was  in 
being;  it  wa?  only  to  be  presented  to  the  people 
to  be  adopted  and  confirmed. 

Again :  there  were  other  strong  legislative  illus- 
trations, Mr.  S.  said,  Tthough  he  scarcely  thought 
this  verbal  criticism  Defined  the  dignity  of  that 
House,)  which  would  go  to  show  this  word  "es- 
tablish" was  intended  to  be  u^ed  by  the  framersof 
the  Constitution.     In  the  year  1775,  Congress  ap- 

ftoinled  a  Postmaster,  with  power  to  "  establish" 
ines  of  weekly  posts  from  New  England  to  Greor- 
gia.  Now,  Mr.  S.  said,  it  would  not,  he  presumed, 
be  contended  that  the  Postmaster  General,  during 
the  Revolutionary  war,  under  the  power  to  "es- 
tablish posts  and  post  lines,  or  routes,"  could  have 
exercised  or  claimed  the  power  of  creating  and 
actually  making  roads,  against  the  will  of  the 
States.  Then  Congress  had  no  more  power  over 
the  territory  or  jurisdiction  of  the  Stales  than  they 
had  in  any  country  in  Europe.  It  was  only  meant 
to  give  the  power  of  designating  and  marking  out 
the  particular  roads  or  routes  to  be  used  as  post 
roads;  and  such,  no  doubt,  was  the  meaning  of 
the  framers  of  the  Constitution  in  giving  Con- 
gress the  power  to  "establish  post  offices  and  post 
roads." 

Indeed,  Mr.  S.  said  that  this  was  their  mean- 
ing, was  rendered  clear  to  his  mind,  beyond  doubt, 
by  the  provision  in  the  Articles  of  Confederation 
upon  this  subject.  Under  the  Confederation,  it 
never  was  contended,  by  any,  that  Congress  could 
have  forced  their  way  into  the  States  to  make 
roads  and  canals.  The  States  were,  then,  to  be 
coaxed  into  measures,  not  coerced.  Yet  the  Arti- 
cles of  Confederation  gave  to  Congress  the  power 
of  "establishing  and  regulating  post  offices,  from 


one    State    to    another,    throughout    the    United 
States." 

This  power  was  transferred  from  the  Articles 
of  Confederation  to  the  Constitution;  and  the 
word  "establish,"  used  in  both,  was  to  be  under- 
stood in  the  same  sense.  He  thought  ttiat  this 
was  conclusive. 

But,  Mr.  S.  said,  he  would  discard  all  arga- 
ments  arising  from  the  literal  meaning  of  this 
word  "establish"  and  would  go  to  a  fair  and  just 
construction  of  the  Constitution,  as  it  was  under- 
stood by  its  framers  and  the  people,  in  relation  to 
the  extent  of  this  power  now  claimed. 

He  laid  it  down  as  an  incontrovertible  rule  in 
the  construction  of  all  written  instruments,  that 
if  the  meaning  be  clear,  all  the  consequences, 
whatever  they  may  be,  were  to  be  admitted;  but, 
if  the  meaning  be  doubtful,  then  it  was  fairly 
triable  by  its  consequences.  Now,  it  would  be 
conceded,  he  presumed,  by  all,  that  the  power 
claimed  was  at  least  a  doubtful  one,  and,  if  so, 
that  it  was  fair  to  examine  the  consequences  to 
which  it  would  lead,  by  way  of  proving  that 
it  never  was  intended  to  be  given.  Let  us  see, 
said  Mr.  S.,  what  these  consequences  are.  If  this 
power  exists,  it  is  one  independent  of  the  State 
Governments.  It  may  be  exercised  a^inst  the 
consent  of  the  States  and  the  people.  The  Gen- 
eral Government  can  force  a  way  through  the 
States — take  land  ;  make  roads  of  any  dimension ; 
cut  timber;  put  up  gates;  collect  tolls;  build 
houses  ;  appoint  keepers  ;  punish  for  injuries  to 
the  roads;  impose  penal  sanctions,  &c.  The 
jurisdiction,  he  said,  must  be  either  in  the  States 
or  the  General  Government.  It  cannot  be  in  the 
States,  because,  if  it  was,  they  might  resist  and  de- 
feat your  power.  It  must  then  be  in  the  General 
Government.  You  get  the  right  of  soil,  and  the 
right  of  exclusive  jurisdiction.  You  may  extin- 
guish (and  indeed  must)  all  State  authority.  Le- 
gislative, Executive,  and  Judicial.  Your  juris- 
diction becomes  national  and  municipal,  and 
precisely  the  same  as  in  forts,  dockyards,  &c. 

Now,  said  Mr.  S.,  I  deny  that  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  can  exercise  jurisdiction 
over  soil,  in  a  national  view ;  but  in  two  cases. 
1st.  Over  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  such 
places  as  they  may  purchase  by  the  consent  of 
the  Legislatures  of  the  State  in  which  the  same 
shall  be,  for  the  erection  of  forts,  &c.  2d.  By 
their  power  of  taxation.  These  are  the  only  two 
cases  under  the  Constitution  in  which  the  Gren- 
eral  Government  can  acquire  land  as  a  sovereign 
Power.  Mr.  S.  said,  he  did  not  mean  to  go  into 
the  discussion  of  the  question  stated  the  other  day 
by  his  colleague,  (Mr.  Barbour,)  as  to  the  power 
of  this  Government  to  purchase  and  hold  land  as 
an  individual;  but  if  this  could  be  done,  (and  he 
would  now  neither  admit  nor  deny  it,)  it  must  be 
held  subject  to  the  State  jurisdiction.  The  ven- 
dor may  pass  the  right  of  soil,  but  the  territorial 
jurisdiction  remains  with  the  State.  The  Ux  loci 
rei  sita,  Mr.  S.  said,  was  universal,  as  to  the  real- 
ity. The  General  Government  was  as  much 
bound  to  conform  to  the  municipal  laws  in  rela- 
tion to  title  to  land,  and  conveying  that  title,  as 
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individuals— 7  Cranch,  117.J    Writers  upon  public 
law  tell  us  that  one  sovereign   may  hold  land, 
within   the  territory  of  another  sovereign  ;    but 
subject  to  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  the  lat- 
ter—llaUfl]     Now,  said   Mr.   S.,  if  lam  right, 
(and  1  call  upon  those  who  are  friendly  to  this 
bill  to  answer  and  show  where  I  am  wrong  )  if 
this  Government  can  only  in  two  cases  acquire 
right  of  soil  and  jurisdiction  in  a  national  view 
what  becomes  of  the  power  now  claimed  to  make 
roads  and  canals,  and  to  exercise  Legislative  Ex- 
ecutive, and  Judicial  authority,  in  their  national, 
sovereign  character.     Besides,  how  would  you  ex- 
ecute this  power  against  the  consent  of  the  Slate 
governments  ?     You  would  be  compelled  to  con- 
demn the  land  and  pay  for  it,  or  take  it  by  force, 
and  be  a  judge  in  your  own  case,  of  its  value, 
contrary  to  every  principle  of  justice  and  right. 
If  you  resort  to  writs  of  ad  quod  damnum,  the 
juries  in  the  respective  Stales  would  fix  so  high  a 
value,  as  to  defeat  the  exercise  of  the  power.    But 
It  is  said,  that  all  that  is  claimed,  is  a  right  to 
make  and  preserve  the  road,  and  have  a  right  of 
way  ;  but,  suppose  the  road  is  injured,  how  is  the 
trespass  to  be  punished.    The  Slate  will  not  do  it 
the  road  is  not  theirs,  and  was  made  contrary  tJ 
their  consent.    They  cannot  punish  for  a  violation 
ol  1^  ederal  laws.    Who  is  to  prosecute  and  punish? 
The  General  Government.     And  for  this  purpose 
you  will  be  forced  to  send  into  the  States  your  judi- 
cial and  ministerial  officers,  and  to  plant  on  these 
one  hundred  thousand  miles  of  road,  individuals 
who  may  set  at  naught  all  Slate  law  and  State 
policy.     I\or  can  the  Slate  governments  punish 
lor  the  higher  offences— of  murder,  or  any  other 
crime  committed  on  a  road,  over  which  the  Gen- 
eral  Government    have    exclusive    jurisdiction, 
buch  now  IS  the  law,  as  to  forts,  dockyards,  dec, 
and  .'^uch,  Mr.  S.  said,  must  be  the  case,  if  the 
power  now  claimed  can    be  sustained.     There 
were  important  reasons  why  the  Constitution  so 
cautiously  guarded  against  exclusive  Jurisdiction, 
even  M  to  forts  and  dockyards.     It  was  to  pro- 
tect the  territorial  rights  of  the  Slate  governments. 
i>an  It  be  believed,  that  in  such  cases  it  would 
require  the  assent  of  a  State  to  give  jurisdiction 
as  to  a  miserable  fort  or  dockyard,  and  yet  leave 
them  at  the  mercy  of  this  Government,  in  relation 
to  this  important  and  sweeping  power?     Mr  S 
said  he  thought  not.     Again,  would  the  authors 
01  the  h  ederalist  have  viewed  this  power  to  estab- 
lish roads  as  such  a  "  harmless  one,"  unworthy 
ot  discussion,  if  they  had  supposed  that  it  conveyed 
such  powers  as  are  now  claimed  under  it.    Would 
the  able  and  enlightened  men  who  opposed  this 
i^onsiitution  in  the  respective  Slate  conventions, 
iiave  permuted  it  to  pass  without  objection,  when 
other  powers,  comparatively  small,  were  seized 
on,  and  wielded  with   the  most  gigantic  power, 
against  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution.     Do  you 
imagine,  Mr.  Chairman,  said  Mr.  S.,  that  if  the 
whole  power  of  internal   improvement  was  in- 
tended to  be  given  to  this  Government,  by  this 
clause,  that  the  acutenessof  such  men  as  Patrick 
Wenry  aad  G«orge  Mason,  would  not   have  de- 
tected, md,  t^   thunder  of  their  eloquence  de- 
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nounced  it  ?    But  how  was  it  considered  ?    In  do 
other  light  than  as  a  harmless  and  unimportant 
power.    Is  It  then  fair  to  push  the  terras  of  a  -rant 
against  the  plain   intention  of  the   parlies  to  it? 
Is  It  just?     Is  it   honest?    But   how  was  this 
power  viewed  in  the  early  stages  of  our  Govern- 
ment ?     Only  as  a  right  to  designate,  adopt,  and 
mark  out,  post  roads.     When  the  first  law  passed 
alter  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  what  were 
its   provisions?     That  all  the  post  routes  which 
had  been  established    by  the  Postmaster,  thereto- 
lore,  should  be  confirmed.     Had  he  made,  erected 
or  constructed,  any  roads  ?    Had  he  the  power  to 
do  so?     No,  he  had  only  designated  them,  and 
the  word  establish  was  used  in   reference  to  roads 
which  had  been  desupiated  and  marked  out  as  post 
routes.     [Here  Mr.  S.  read  parts  of  the  old  Post 
Uttice  law] 

Look,  said  Mr.  S.  to  the  pamphlets,  essays,  and 
newspapers,  of  those  times  ;  to  the  arguments  and 
discussions  at  the  time  the  Constitution  was  under 
consideration;  to  the  opinions  expressed  by  its 
friends  and  foes;  and  see  if  a  hint  can  be  found, 
ol  such  an  interpretation  as  is  now  attempted  to 
be  given.  No,  sir,  (save  in  the  Convention  of 
i\ew  Y  ork,)  I  think  I  may  say,  with  safety,  that 
no  such  thing  can  be  found,  and  even  there  the 
case  was  supposed  as  going  to  show  the  evils  of 
construction  which  might  be  resorted  to  under  the 
Constitution. 

There  was,  Mr.  S.  said,  another  and  high  au- 
thority against  the  consequences  of  this  doctrine 
of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Clay  ) 
and  that  was  himself.  The  power  to  make  roads 
and  canals,  gives,  he  says,  incidentally,  the  power 
to  incorporate  companies,  to  accomplish  thai  end. 
In  other  words,  the  incorporation  of  companies 
may  be  resorted  to  as  a  mean  of  executing  the 
power  to  make  roads  and  canals.  In  1811,  the 
honorable  Speaker  was  a  member  of  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States,  and  delivered  a  very  able 
argument  against  the  bill  to  recharter  the  United 
States  Bank.  Mr.  S.  said,  he  would  beg  leave  to 
read  an  extract  from  the  speech,  which  was  then 
before  him : 

"  'fhe  power  to  charter  companies,  is  not  «pecified 
in  the  grant,  and  I  contend  is  of  a  nature  not  trans- 
ferrable  by  implication.     It  is  one  of  the  most  exalted 
attributes    of  sovereignly.     In    the    exercise    of   tbw 
power,  we  have  »et>n  an  East  India  Company  created, 
which    has    carried    dismay,    desolation,    and    death 
throughout  one  of  the  largest  portions  of  the  world. 
Lnder  the  influence  of  this  power,  we  have  seen  arUe 
a  South   Sea  Company  and  a  Mississippi  Company, 
that  distracted  and  convulsed  all  Europe,  and  menaced 
a  total    overthrow  of  all  credit  and  confidence,  and 
universal  bankruptcy.     Is  it  to   be  imagined  that  a 
power  so  vast  would  have  been  left  by  the  wisdom  of 
the    Constitution  to  doubtful   inference?"     "All  cor- 
porations enjoy    exclusive    privileges.     That    is,   the 
corporators    have  privileges  which   no  others  pnssess, 
•nd  if  you   create  fifty  corporations,   instead  of  one, 
you   have  only  fifty  privileged  bodies,  instead  of  one. 
I  contend  that  the  States  have  the  exclusive  power  to 
regulate  contracis,  to  declare  the  capacities  and  inca- 
pacities to  contract,  and  to  provide  as  to  the  extent  of 
responsibility  of  debtors  to  their  creditors.     If  Con- 
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gress  have  the  power  to  erect  an  artificial  body,  and 
say  it  shall  be  endowed  with  the  attributes  of  an  indi- 
vidual, if  you  bestow  on  this  object  of  your  creation  the 
ability  to  contract  may  you  not  also,  in  contravention 
of  State  rigbt«,  confer  upon  slaves,  infants,  and  femme 
coverts,  the  ability  to  contract  1" 

Sir,  said  Mr.  S.,  I  claim  the  benefit  of  this  ar- 
gument; and  if,  in  1811,  we  had  no  power  to 
grant  incorporations,  have  we  such  a  power  at  this 
time  ?  If  then,  it  was  unconstitutional,  is  it  not 
so  now  ?  The  Constitution  cannot  shift  and 
change  with  circumstances  and  our  notions  of 
expediency.  What  was  unconstitutional  on  yes- 
terday, will  be  so  to-day,  to-morrow,  and  forever, 
until  the  Constitution  is  amended.  I  confess,  sir, 
I  am  an  infidel  to  this  doctrine  of  Constitutional 
expediency.  Let  us  not,  said  Mr.  S.,  supply,  by 
implication,  that  which  the  Convention  dared  not 
to  express.  Let  us  not,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  beg  you, 
ascertain  the  powers  of  this  Grovernment,  by  our 
opinions  of  necessity  and  discretion.  Let  us  not 
act  the  part  of  "  Cambyses'  judges,  who,  when 


every  thing  which  shall  tend  to  facilitate  and  ad- 
vance the  commerce  of  the  country;  render  it 
effectual,  and  cariy  it  on.  The  object  of  giving 
this  power  to  the  General  Government,  he  argued, 
was  not,  as  had  been  supposed,  to  prevent  the  im- 
position of  duties,  dec,  by  the  State  governments, 
because  the  Constitution  contained  a  direct  pro- 
hibition upon  the  States  from  laying  any  imposts 
or  duties  on  imports  and  exports.  He  contended, 
therefore,  that  the  right  of  regulating  commerce 
must  have  been  given  for  the  purposes  which  he 
supposed,  or  the  power  would  be  dormant  and  in- 
operative. This  argument,  Mr.  S.  said,  was  in- 
genious, but  fallacious.  It  was  true  that  the  Con- 
stitution did  contain  the  direct  prohibition  which 
the  gentleman  had  alluded  to,  but  it  did  not  prove 
that  the  main  object  in  giving  the  power  to  regu- 
late commerce  between  the  States  was  not  to 
protect  the  Slates  from  the  imposition  of  duties, 
&c.,  by  each  other. 

It  would  be  remarked,  Mr.  S.  said,  that  the 
power  to  regulate  commerce  was  an  affirmative 


their  approbation  was  demanded  by  the  Prince,    grant  to  the  General  Government,  (among  many 


to  some  illegal  measure,  said,  '  though  there  was 
a  written  law,  yet  the  Persian  Kings  might  follow 
their  own  will  and  pleasure."  Let  it  not  be  said 
that,  with  a  written  Constitution,  we  have  the 
right  to  do  what  we  please,  and  that  the  Legis- 
lative power  of  this  Government  is  extending, 
on  every  occasion,  the  sphere  of  its  activity,  and 
drawing  all  powers  into  its  impetuous  vortex. 

Mr.  S.  said,  that  this  Government  had  gone  on 
for  forty  years  in  exercising  the  power  under  the 
post  office  clause  benefically  and  satisfactorily  to 
the  people,  and  in  the  way  it  was  intended  by  the 
wise  men  who  formed  the  Constitution.  The 
great  objects  (which  the  Speaker  has  so  much  at 


others,)  in  the  8lh  section  of  the  1st  article  of  the 
Constitution.  This  power  was  not  by  the  express 
words  of  the  grant  exclusive,  and  therefore  the 
States  retain,  for  some  purposes,  concurrent  power, 
as  to  commerce,  within  their  own  jurisdictions. 
To  prevent,  however,  any  difficulty  as  to  concur- 
rent powers  between  the  two  Governments,  on 
the  subject  of  duties,  dec,  the  prohibition  upon 
the  Slates,  as  to  duties,  dec,  was,  in  abundant 
caution,  inserted.  This  prohibition  is  founds  in 
the  10th  section,  which  contains  a  general  nega- 
tion of  powers  as  to  both  Governments. 

Mr.  S.  said,  that  this  was  the  case  with  many 
other  powers — take,  for  instance,  that  to  "coin 


heart)  of  distributing  civil,  commercial,  literary,  I  money,"  or  grant  "lettersof  marque  and  reprisal." 
and  social  intelligence,  had  been  accomplished,  |  These  poweis  are  given  to  Congress  in  the  8th 
without  the  assertion  or  assumption  of  the  power  |  section.     Yet,  the  lUth  section  declares,  that  "no 


which  was  now  claimed.  And  Mr.  S.  said,  that 
he  saw  no  reason  for  abandoning  a  system  which 
had,  both  in  war  and  peace,  been  productive  of  so 
much  benefit  to  the  people  and  peace  between  the 
two  Governments. 

I  will  now  proceed,  said  Mr.  S.,  to  the  argu- 
ments urged  on  yesterday,  by  my  friend  from 
Delaware,  (Mr.  McLane,)  for  whose  judgment 
and   opinions  I  entertain  such  high  respect,  that. 


State  shall  coin  money,  or  grant  letters  of  marque 
and  reprisal."  It  was  done  to  show  that  there 
was  no  concurrent  power  remaining  with  the 
States,  as  to  these  particular  subjects.  There  was 
nothing  then,  Mr.  S.  said,  in  the  Constitution, 
which  forbids  the  idea  that  this  power  of  regulat- 
ing commerce  was  mainly  intended  to  prohibit 
the  Slates  from  laying  duties  and  fettering  the 
commerce  of  the  Union  by  improvident  restric- 


when  I  differ  with  him  upon  any  subject,  I  am  j  tions  and  State  regulations.  He  would  endeavor 
induced  to  doubt  the  correctness  of  my  own  opin-  to  show  to  the  Committee,  before  he  sat  down, 
ion,  and  to  examine  it  with  more  than  ordinary  \  that  this  was  the  great  moving  consideration,  in 
care.  He  had  done  so  in  the  present  case,  and  the  giving  the  power  to  the  General  Government  to 
result  of  his  deliberate  and    best  judgment  had    "  regulate  commerce  between  the  States."     In  do- 


produced  no  change 

The  gentleman  from  Delaware  considered  the 


ing  this,  he  said  it  would  be  necessary  to  have  re- 
course to  the  existing  circumstances  under  which 


power  of  making  internal  improvements,  as  result-    the  Constitution  was  formed,  to  the  evils  intended 
ing  from  that  clause  in  the  Constitution  which  j  to  be  guarded  against,  and  the  good  to  be  obtained 
gives  to  Congress  authority  to  regulate  commerce    '""  -.^  ..^ 

with    foreign   nations,   and   among   the   several  i 
States.  I 

Mr.  S.  said  that  he  would  attempt  to  show  that ; 
this  clause  gave  no  such  power.  j 

This  power  to  regulate  commerce,  the  gentle-  i  thrown  in  the  way  by  the  Slate  governments, 
man  from  Delaware  contends,  gives,  not  only  the  j  The  want  of  concert,  and  clashing  and  dissimilar 
authority  to  cut  canals  and  make  roads,  but  to  do  [  views  in  the  States,  called  loudly  for  $ome  remedy. 


Before  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  Mr.  S. 
said,  there  was  a  strong  and  deep  impression  of 
the  inconveniences  experienced  under  the  Con- 
federation. In  relation  to  our  foreign  and  inter- 
nal   commerce,    innumerable   obstructions   were 
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He  begged  leave  to  refer  the  Committee  to  the 
first  proceedings  of  the  Government,  which  took 
place  upon  this  subject  of  regulating  commerce 
As  early  as  the  year  1778,  New  Jersey  came  for- 
ward and  made  a  strong  representation  to  Con- 
gress, objecting  to  the  6th  and  9ih  articles  of  the 
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Constitution  and  the  understanding  of  the  people. 
Mr.  b.  sajd,  he  would  be  able  to  satisfy  the  Com- 
mittee by  other  high  authority.  He  meant  Jo  test 
the  doctrines  now  advanced  by  those  of  the  en- 
lightened advocates  of  the  Constitution  at  the  im- 
mediate time  of  its  adoption.     He  alluded  particu- 


of  two  to  one.  In  February,  1781,  the  subject 
was  renewed,  and  again  the  proposition  made  to 
lovest  Congress  with  the  right  of  regulating  com- 
merce, duties,  &c.,  and  was  again  rejected.  In 
the  commencement  of  the  year  1783,  a  committee 
cons^ting  of  Mr.  Madison,  Mr.  Ellsworth,  and 
Mr.  Hamilton,  were  appointed  to  prepare  an  ad- 
dress to  the  Slates,  pointing  out  the  defects  in  the 
t-onlederation,  and  urging  the  propriety  of  giving 
to  Congress  the  regular  commerce,  &c.  This  was 
done,  and  a  very  able  address  was  presented,  and 
adopted  by  Congress  on  the  26ih  April,  1783 
[parts  of  which  Mr.  S.  read.]  ' 

From  that  period  till  January,  1785,  the  subject 
was  repeatedly  before  Congress,  and    the  State 
ffovernments,  but  nothing  definite  was  done.     In 
July,   178o,  a  committee,  consisting   of  Messrs. 
Monroe    Spaight,  Houston,  and   King,  made  a 
very  able  report  in  favor  of  giving  Congress  the 
powet  of  regulating  the  commerce  of  the  United 
btates,  which  was  considered   by  Congress,  but 
not  adopted,  it  being  deemed  most  advisable  that 
all  propositions  for  perfecting  the  articles  of  Con- 
lederation  should  originate  with  the  States.     On 
the  30th  November,  1785,  Mr.  Madison  brought 
forward  in  the  House  of  Delegates  of  Virginia  a 
i^lution  empowering  Congress  to  regulate  trade, 
ac.   with  a  preamble  stating  the  reasons  why  it 
°"  I  1   '^.^^  ^°°^'  f^^^racts  from  which  Mr.  S. 
read.J     This  proposition  was  adopted  ;    but   the 
vote  was  afterwards  reconsidered,  and  the  report 
laid  on  the  table.     In  lieu  of  these  resolutions,  one 
was  adopted  by  Virginia  proposing  a  convention 
irom  the  different  States  to  consider  of  measures 
necessary   to  enable  Congress  to  regulate   trade. 
New  J  ork,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware, 
fi?    ,,  .""i'"'*'  appointed  commissioners,  and,  on 
the  llih  September,  1785,  they  met  at  Annapolis, 
in  Maryland.     A  report  upon  the  subject  of  reme- 
dying the  delects  of  the  Confederation  was  made 
and  adopted.     In  1787.  Congress  recommended  a 
convention  to  adopt  a  Federal  Constitution  ;  and 
m  September,  1787,  it  was  received,  and  submitted 
to  the  States  for  ratification. 

These,  Mr.  Chairman,  said  Mr.  S.,  were  the 
proceedings  which  produced  and  led  to  the  forma- 
tion and  adoption  ot  the  present  Constitution  of  the 
United  States;  and  I  beg  gentlemen  to  examine 
these  various  reports,  resolutions,  and  proceedings, 
and  they  will  be  satisfied  that  the  power  now 
Claimed  to  regulate  commerce  between  the  States 
was  not  intended  to  go  further  than  to  place  all 
he  States  upon  an  equality  in  a  free  and  unin- 

leading  object  of  the  immediate  framers  of  the 


"  The  defect  of  power  in  the  exislini?  Confederacy 
to  regulate   commerce   between    the  Statea,  baa   been 
already  pointed  out  by  experience.     It  may  be  added, 
that,  without  thia  aupplemental   provi.ion,   the   great 
and  euential  power  of  regulating  foreign  commerce 
would  have  been  incomplete  and  inefTeclual.     A  ma- 
terial object  of  this  power  was  a   relief  of  the  Statea 
which  export  and   import  through   other  Statea,  from 
the  improper  contributione  levied  on  them  by  the  lat- 
ter.    Were  these  at  liberty  to  regulate  the  trade  be- 
tween State  and  Stale,  it  must  be  foreseen  that  waya 
would  be  found  out  to  load  ihe  articlea  of  import  and 
export,  during  the  parage  through  their  jurisdiction, 
wiih  duliea  which  would  fall  on  ihe  makera  of  the  lat- 
ter and  the  consumer  of  the  former.     We  may  be  aa- 
sured,  by  past  experience,  that  auch  a  practice  would 
be  introduced  by  future  contrivances;    and   both   by 
that,  and  a  common  knowledge  of  human  affaira,  that 
It  would  nourish  unceasing  animosiiies,  and    not  im- 
probably terminate  in  serious  interruptions  of  the  pub- 
lic peace."  ' 

Mr.  Hamilton,  in  the  same  volume,  in  pointing 
out  the  advantages  and  objects  of  this  power,  is 
equally  strong: 

"The  interfering  and   unneighborly  regulations  of 
aome  States,  contrary  to  the  true  spirit  of  the  Union, 
have,  in  different  instances,  given  just  cause  of  um- 
brage and  complaint  to  others;  and  it  is  to  be  feared 
that  the  examples  of  this  nature,  if  not  restrained  by 
a  national  control,  would  be  multiplied  and  extended 
till  they  became  not  less  serious  sources  of  animosity 
and  discord,  than  injurious  impediments  to  the  inter- 
course  between   different   parte   of  the    Confederacy. 
The  commerce  of  the  German  Empire  is  in  continual 
trammels  from  the  multiplicity  of  the  duties  which  the 
several  Princes  and  Statea  exact  upon    the  merchan- 
dises passing  through  their   territories,  by  which   tb« 
fine  streams   and   navigable  rivera,  with   which  Ger- 
many la  so  happily  watered,  are  rendered  almoat  use- 
iesa.     Though  the  genius  of  the   people  of  America 
might  never  permit  thia  description  to  be  atrictly  ap- 
plicable to  them,  yet  we  may  reasonably  expect,  from 
the  gradual  conflicU  of  State  regulations,  that  the  oil- 
izens  of  each  would  at  length  come  to  be   conaidered 
and  treated  by  the  others  in  no  better  light  than  that 
of  foreigners  and  aliens." 


In  the  Convention  of  Virginia,  when  this  clause 
to  '  regulate  commerce  between  the  States"  was 
under  consideration,  Mr.  Madison  said  : 

"All  agree  that  the  General  Government  ought  to 
have  power  for  the  regulation  of  commerc*;.  It  will 
be  a  principal  object  to  guard  against  smuggling,  and 
such  other  attacks  on  the  revenue  as  olher  nations  ara 
subject  to.  We  are  now  obliged  not  only  to  defend 
against  those  lawless  attempts,  but,  from  the  inter- 
fering regulationa  of  different  States,  with   little  sue- 
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ceaa.  There  are  regulations  in  different  Statea  which 
are  unfavorable  to  the  inhahitante  of  other  Slates,  and 
which  militate  against  the  revenue.  New  York  leviea 
money  from  New  Jersey  by  her  imposte.  In  New 
Jersey,  instead  of  co-operating  with  iNew  York,  the 
Legislature  favor:^  violationa  on  her  regulations.  This 
will  not  be  the  case  when  uniform  regulations  will  b« 
made." 

Grayson  (who  was  second  only  to  Patrick 
Henry,  in  the  bold  stand  made  in  Virginia  against 
the  Constitution,  from  tear  and  jealousy  of  the 
powers  of  the  General  Government,  and  especially 
tho.*«e  derivable  by  implication)  said,  "  that  he  was 
'  willing  to  give  the  General  Government  the 
*  regulation  of  trade,  as  it  would  be  serviceable  in 
'  regulating  the  trade  among  the  States."  This 
is  all  that  was  said  in  the  Convention  of  Virginia 
upon  the  subject  of  regulating  commerce  between 
the  States. 

Again,  Mr.  Stevenson  said,  the  Articles  of  Con- 
federation contained  this  term  "regulate"  in  rela- 
tion to  other  things.  Congress  had  the  power  of 
"regulating"  the  value  of  coin  struck  by  the  re- 
spective State  governments.  The  sense  in  which 
it  was  used  here  was  obvious  and  limited.  A 
similarity  in  the  use  of  the  same  phrase  in  the 
two  charters  might,  therefore,  justly  be  considered 
as  rendering  the  meaning  less  liable  to  be  miscon- 
strued in  the  latter  instrument.  If  the  meaning 
of  this  word  "regulate,"  therefore,  was  used  in  a 
limited  and  restricted  sense  in  the  instrument  re- 
vised and  remodelled,  it  cannot  be  supposed  that, 
when  it  is  copied  into  the  present  Constitution,  a 
different  and  more  enlarged  meaning  ought  to  be 
attached  to  it.  [Here,  Mr.  S.  referred  to  the  re- 
port in  the  Virginia  Legislature,  of  1798  and  1799, 
as  to  the  rule  of  construction.) 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  said  Mr.  S.,  I  appeal  to 
every  candid  and  unprejudiced  mind,  and  ask, 
whether  the  motives  and  objects  in  giving  this 
power  to  regulate  commerce  between  the  States 
were  not  those  pointed  out  in  the  extracts  and 
speeches  which  I  have  referred  to? 

If  it  was  intended,  as  my  friend  from  Delaware 
supposes,  to  give  the  power  (under  the  term  regu- 
late  commerce)  to  "facilitate,"  "carry  on,"  cut 
canals,  make  roads,  dec,  (besides  the  other  powers 
of  jurisdiction,  dec,  which  I  have  pointed  out  in 
the  first  point  of  my  argument  on  the  subject  of 
roads,)  would  not  some  of  the  friends  of  the  Con- 
stitution nave  urged  them  in  vindication  of  the 
power,  or  its  foes  have  seized  on  them  for  the  pur- 
pose of  objection  and  denunciation?  Let  any 
candid  man,  Mr.  S.  said,  read  the  proceedings  to 
which  I  have  referred,  and  the  debates  in  the 
Stale  conventions,  compare  the  character  of  the 
power  now  claimed,  with  others  which  were  seized 
on,  as  strong  grounds  of  objection,  and  say  whe- 
ther, if  it  had  then  been  known  or  suspected  that 
such  a  power  was  given  or  intended  to  be  granted, 
the  Constitution  would  have  been  adopted.  Mr. 
S.  said,  in  his  own  State,  the  Constitution  was 
carried  by  a  majority  of  only  ten  votes.  If  the 
rules  of  interpretation  and  construction  of  the 
present  day  had  then  existed,  it  would  not  have 
received,  he  believed,  ten  voles  in  its  favor. 


Surely,  then,  such  a  contemporaneous  exposition 
of  the  meaning  and  objects  of  the  Constitution 
ought  not  to  be  disregarded. 

Mr.  S.  said  that  this  word  "regulate"  was 
pushed,  by  his  friend  from  Delaware,  beyond  its 
fair  and  legitimate  meaning.  He  did  not  mean 
to  quibble  about  word^,  but  its  meaning  ought  to 
be  limited.  He  would  illustrate  by  a  familiar 
case:  The  Speaker  of  this  House  has  power  to 
"regulate  this  Hall."  What  is  the  meaning  of 
this  rule?  That  he  shall  have  it  kept  open  for  in- 
gress and  regress  of  the  members — and  made  com- 
fortable for  the  purposes  of  legislation.  But,  can 
he  pull  down  the  columns,  or  change  the  shape  or 
construction  of  the  room  without  our  consent? 
It  would  not  be  pretended.  So,  in  the  case  of 
regulating  commerce.  This  Gov^ament  may  be 
considered  as  the  friendly  third  power  to  decide 
between  the  States — not  to  participate  herself,  but 
with  the  power  to  regulate  the  manner  in  which 
it  shall  be  carried  on.  She  stands  as  the  umpire, 
to  secure  a  free  interchange  upon  principles  of 
equality  between  the  States  of  the  South  and  the 
North,  the  East  and  the  West;  to  insure  to  each 
an  uninterrupted  and  unfettered  intercourse;  to 
protect  each  State  from  fraudulent  and  unequal 
prohibitions,  whilst  carrying  on  trade  through  the 
jurisdictions  of  one  another;  to  prevent  smuggling; 
regulate  the  conduct  of  seamen;  establish  ports; 
fix  on  places  of  lading  and  unlading,  as  might 
be  most  convenient  for  the  merchant,  on  the  one 
band,  and  for  the  eftectual  collection  of  the  reve- 
nue on  the  other.  All  these  objects,  and  many 
others  of  like  character,  fall  within  the  power  of 
"regulating  commerce."  Again:  If  we  have  the 
power,  under  this  word  "regulate,"  to  do  every 
thing  which  shall  facilitate  commerce — if  we  can- 
not only  regulate,  but  "carry  it  on,"  why  may 
not  the  Government  build  ships  at  the  expense  of 
the  nation,  for  the  purpose  of  transporting  com- 
modities to  and  from  one  port  to  another,  especi- 
ally where  small  ports  may  be  too  poor  to  build 
vessels  to  transport  their  products?  Why  may 
we  not  legislate  upon  the  subjects  of  bills  of  ex- 
change and  promissory  notes?  Wholesome  laws 
and  regulations,  in  relation  to  these  objects,  might 
facilitate  and  aid  commerce  and  trade  between 
the  States.  Why  not,  too,  incorporate  agricultu- 
ral, manufacturing,  and  commercial  companies? 
These  may  be  subservient  and  useful  in  relation 
to  our  commerce,  and  would  tend  to  facilitate  and 
foster  it.  But,  would  such  powers  be  tolerated  in 
this  Government,  or  even  claimed  by  the  warmest 
advocates  of  this  bill  ?  Against  this  power  of  the 
General  Government  to  make  internal  improve- 
ments by  means  of  roads  and  canals,  under  any 
part  of  the  Constitution,  Mr.  S.  said,  he  would 
bring  the  sanction  of  a  high  name  in  the  annals 
of  our  political  history — the  authority  of  a  man 
whose  principles  had  been  as  uniformly  steadfast 
as  republican,  and  whose  virtues  were  as  pure  as 
his  genius  was  splendid — a  man  who  had  justly 
been  considered  as  the  "Apostle  of  Liberty."  It 
was  unnecessary  to  say  that  he  alluded  to  Thomas 
Jefferson.  In  his  Message  to  Congress  in  1806, 
be  denies,  in  terms,  the  power  in  this  Government 
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to  execute  a  system  of  iDterDal  improvemeDt  by 
roads  and  canals,  and  recommends  an  ameod- 
meni  of  the  Constitution  in  this  respect. 

[Here  Mr.  S.  read  extracts  from  the  Message.] 
I  deny,  then,  said  Mr.  S.,  any  power  in  this 
Government,  under  the  clause  to  "regulate  com- 
merce among  itie  States,"  to  make  roads  and  ca- 
nals in  any  part  of  this  Union. 

Mr.  S.  said  he  had  intended  to  have  goje  at 
large  into  an  examination  of  a  third  source  from 
which  this  power,  he  knew,  was  claimed  by  some 
of  the  friends  of  the  bill,  (though  not  by  the 
Speaker  and  the  gentleman  from  Delaware,)  and 
that  was,  the  "power  of  unlimited  appropriation 
of  money."  But  he  was  sensible  that  he  was 
trespassing  too  long  upon  the  attention  of  the 
Committee,  (who  had  so  kindly  attended  to  him 
throughout  the  discussion,)  and  he  would,  there- 
fore, content  himself  with  a  few  general  re- 
marks. 

This  doctrine  of  unlimited  appropriation  by  this 
Government,  of  the  money  of  the  nation,  was  first 
asserted  by  Mr.  Hamilton,  whilst  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  in  the  year  1791.  In  his  report  of  the 
5ih  of  December,  1791,  he  maintained  that  it  be- 
longed to  the  discretion  of  the  National  Legisla- 
ture to  "pronounce  upon  the  objects  which  con- 
'  cern  the  general  welfare,  and  to  appropriate  the 
'  money  of  the  Union  to  whatever  concerns  the 
'  general  interests  of  learning,  of  agriculture,  of 
'  manufactures,  and  of  commerce." 

If,  said  Mr.  S.,  you  have  this  power  of  the 
purse  unlimited,  you  destroy  the  etfect  of  any  par- 
ticular enumeration  of  powers  in  the  Constitu- 
tion. The  effect  is  precisely  the  same  as  if  the 
Constitution  authorized  every  measure.  There 
was  not  a  power  which  might  not  have  some 
reference  to  the  common  defence  and  general  wel- 
fare, nor  one  of  any  magnitude,  which,  in  it.s  ex 
ercise,  did  notembracean  appropriation  of  money. 
Any  government,  therefore,  which  possessed  either 
the  power  of  legislating  for  the  public  welfare,  or 
the  right  of  appropriating,  at  pleasure,  the  public 
money,  was,  in  effect,  absolute  and  unlimited. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  S.,  in  our  general  system  of  po- 
litical economy,  having  for  its  object  the  national 
welfare,  every  thing  is  related,  immediately  or 
remotely,  to  every  other  thing,  and,  consequently, 
a  power  over  any  one  thing,  if  not  limited  by 
some  obvious  and  precise  affinity,  may  amount  to 
a  power  over  every  other  thing — ends  and  means 
may  be  made  to  change  their  character,  at  the 
will  of  legislative  ingenuity,  and  what  was  in- 
tended as  an  end,  in  one  case,  may  become  means 
in  another. 

We  know,  from  experience,  how  easily  this  can 
be  done.  The  British  Parliament  found  no  dif- 
ficulty, when  collecting  a  revenue  from  the  com- 
merce of  America,  in  calling  it  a  tax  for  the  reg- 
ulation of  commerce,  or  a  regulation  of  trade, 
with  an  eye  to  tax. 

It  is  conceded  that  this  Government  may  tax 
without  limit;  but  then  comes  the  enumeration 
of  the  cases  to  which  its  powers  shall  extend. 
You  may  apply  the  money  to  the  common  de- 
fence and  genera* rwclfa re,  but  it  must  be  in  ap- 


plication to  some  particular  measure,  pointed  out 
and  authorized  by  the  Constitution.  Sir,  the 
question  ought  to  be,  when  money  is  about  to  be 
applied  to  any  specific  measure,  Is  it  in  the  enu- 
merated powers  of  the  Constitution?  or  is  it  fairly 
incident  to  any  of  those  enumerated  ?  If  so  it  is 
right ;  if  not,  it  is  wrong.  Therefore,  the  Con- 
stitution wisely  provides  that  no  money  shall  be 
drawn  from  the  Treasury,  but  by  appropriations 
of  law.  It  is  immaterial,  Mr.  S.  said,  whether 
unlimited  powers  be  exercised  under  the  name  of 
unlimited  powers,  or  under  that  of  unlimited 
means,  in  carrying  a  limited  power  into  execu- 
tion. A  government  may  be  limited  in  its  sov- 
ereignty, with  respect  to  its  means,  as  well  as  to 
its  objects  of  power,  and  to  give  an  extent  to 
means,  is  to  make  it  unlimited.  And  he^e,  Mr. 
S.  said,  he  would  take  occasion,  before  he  conclu- 
ded, to  offer  one  or  two  remarks  upon  the  subject 
of  "implied  or  incidental  powers,"  on  which  so 
much  had  been  said.  He  did  not  deny,  nor  did 
his  colleague,  (Mr.  Babbocr,)  as  some  gentlemen 
had  supposed,  that  this  Government  did  possess 
some  powers  of  this  character.  Indeed,  without 
them,  he  was  willing  to  admit  the  Grovernment 
could  not  get  along.  But  they  must  be  "  fairly- 
incident"  to  some  enumerated  power, given  by  the 
Constitution.  It  was  a  clear  principle,  Mr.  S. 
said,  of  universal  law,  of  the  law  of  nature,  na- 
tions, of  the  common  law,  and  of  reason,  that  the 
general  grant  of  power  carries  with  it  the  means 
which  are  necessary  to  the  fair  execution  of  the 
power.  But  it  must  be  those  means,  and  thoae 
only,  which  are  necessary. 

Vattel  says:  "  Since  a  nation  is  obliged  to  pre- 

*  serve  itself,  it  has  a  right  to  every  thing  neces- 
'  sary  for  its  preservation ;  for  the  law  of  nature 
'  gives  us  a  right  to  every  thing,  without  which 

*  we  could  not  fulfil  an  obligation  ;  otherwise  it 
'  would  oblige  us  to  do  impossibilities,  or  rather 

*  contradict  itself  in  prescribing  a  duty,  and  pro- 

*  hibiting,  at  the  same  time,  the  only  means  of 
'  fulfilling  it."  So,  too,  he  tells  us,  that  "  if  a 
'  man  grsLXxt  to  one  his  house,  and  to  another  his 

*  garden,  the  only  entry  into  which  is  through  the 
'  house,   the    right    of  going    through   the    house 

*  passes  as  an  incident ;  for  it  would  be  absurd  to 
'  give  a  garden  to  a  man,  into  which  he  could  not 
'  enter."  Again,  Vattel  says  :  "  The  grant  of  a 
'  passage  for  troopsincludesevery  thing  connected 
'  with  the  passage,  and,  without  which,  it  would 
'  not  be  practicable,  as  exercising  military  disci- 
'  pline,  buying  provisions,"  dec. 

There  was,  Mr.  S.  said,  in  these  examples,  an 
entire  coincidence  with  the  principles  of  the  com- 
mon law.  In  all,  the  incidental  power  is  limited 
to  what  IS  necessary,  and  not  to  unlimited  discre- 
tion and  will. 

The  common  law  tells  us  "that,  when  one 
grants  a  thing,  he  grants  also  that  without  which 
the  grant  cannot  have  effect." — [Knivet's  case,  ia 
Coke.J  So  (according  to  Blackstone)  a  right  of 
way  arises  on  the  same  principle  of  necessity,  by 
force  of  law;  as  if  a  man  grants  me  a  piece  of 
land  in  the  middle  of  his  field,  he  tacitly  and  im- 
plicitly gives  me  a  right  to  come  at  it.     And  Coke 
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5ays  that  when  the  law  giveth  any  thing  to  any 
one,  it  implicitly  giveth  whatever  is  necessary  for 
taking  or  enjoying  the  same — it  giveth  "  what  is 
necessary."  It  was  also  a  principle  of  the  com- 
mon law,  that  the  incident  is  to  be  taken,  accord- 
ing to  "a  reasonable  and  easy  sense."  and  not 
strained  to  comprehend  things  remote,  "  unlikely 
or  unusual." 

Now,  said  Mr.  S.,  I  contend  that  these  instances 
are  conclusive,  to  show  a  restricted  construction 
of  the  incidental  powers  of  the  Constitution.  They 
show  what  is  necessary  is  only  granted.  They 
exclude  the  things  that  are  only  remotely  neces- 
sary, or  which  may  tend  to  the  fulfilment  of  the 
pant.  The  rules  and  doctrines  of  the  common 
law,  Mr.  S.  said,  ought  to  govern,  in  expounding 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  We  must, 
necessarily,  resort  to  the  common  law,  in  expound- 
ing the  Constitution.  Many  of  its  powers  were 
given  in  terms  only  known  to  the  common  law, 
and  its  authority  has  been  universally  admitted, 
to  a  certain  extent,  in  expoundinar  and  construing 
the  Constitution.  (Here  Mr.  S.  referred  to  the 
report  and  resolutions  of  Virginia,  in  '98  and  '99, 
and  the  essays  by  Hampden.]  The  Federalist, 
too,  (in  page  2'6<6  of  1st  volume,)  says,  "that  all 
powers  indispensably  necessary  are  given  by  the 
Constitution,  though  they  be  not  expressly  grant- 
ed." 

"  Incidental  powers  are  defined  to  be  powers 
appertaining  to,  or  following  others  as  more  wor- 
thy or  principal" — Coke,  Lilt.,  151— means  falling 
in  along  the  main  design. 

Can  this  Government,  then,  said  Mr.  S.,  claim 
as  "  incidental,"  means  which  are  of  an  indefinite 
or  paramount  character  7  Can  the  Government 
convert  and  change  terms  as  it  pleases, and,  under 
the  cloak  of  incidental  powers,  make  the  Consti- 
tution a  nose  of  wax,  and  compress  or  enlarge  it 
as  occasion  or  necessity  may  seem  to  require  ?  Mr. 
S.  said  he  hoped  not.  It  had  been  said  that  men 
govern  the  world,  and  money  men.  Give  any 
government  the  sword  and  the  purse,  and  they 
want  nothing  else.  Give  to  this  Government  the 
power  to  adopt  and  execute  a  great  national 
scheme  of  internal  improvement,  and  the  unlim- 
ited right  to  appropriate  money,  and  it  would  be 
worse  than  folly  to  suppose  that  any  limit  can  be 
imposed  on  it  but  by  legislative  discretion  and  plea- 
sure. In  every  point  of  view  in  which  he  had 
been  able  to  consider  the  subject,  Mr.  S.  said,  his 
mind  had  brought  him  to  the  conclusion  that  Con- 
gress had  no  power  to  pass  this  bill,  and  that  it 
ought  to  be  rejected- 
One  word  more,  Mr.  S.  said,  before  he  sat  down. 
The  friends  of  this  bill  were  right  in  saying  that 
it  was  an  important  measure.  The  precedent  now 
to  be  set  would  hereafter  be  relied  on  by  those  who 
shall  come  after  us.  Those  who  succeed  us  will 
venture  a  little  farther.  One  step  will  strengthen 
another.  That  which  is  now  supported  by  exam- 
pie,  growing  old,  will  become  an  example  itself. 
Heretofore,  the  warfare  on  the  part  of  the  National 
Legislature,  against  the  rights  of  the  States  and 
people,  had  been  carried  on,  Mr.  S.  said,  by  de- 
tachment ;  but  now  that  policy  was  thought  to 
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work  too  slowly,  and  was,  therefore,  to  be  aban- 
doned. We  are  now  called  on  to  lend  our  high 
sanction  to  a  latitude  in  expounding  the  Consti- 
tution, which  is  calculated  to  break  down  all  the 
landmarks  intended  by  a  limitation  of  its  powers, 
and  to  substitute,  for  a  definite  connexion  between 
means  and  ends,  a  legislative  discretion,  to  which 
no  practicable  limit  could  be  assigned.  We  are 
now  to  sweep  down,  at  one  blow,  the  independ- 
ence and  power  of  the  Slate  governments,  m  or- 
der to  make  this  a  great  and  splendid  Government. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  S.,  these  must  be  the  consequences 
to  which  the  doctrines  of  this  day  lead.  The  ge- 
nius and  eloquence  of  my  friend  from  Delaware, 
and  the  honorable  Speaker,  may  shed  a  lustre  over 
this  subject;  but  strip  it,  and  all  will  be  found  to 
be  gloomy  and  hopeless  mischief.  I  call  upon  the 
Committee  to  pmuse,  before  they  sanction  this  bill, 
and  to  weigh  well  its  consequences.  I  do  this  in 
the  name  of  our  common  country.  I  do  it  in  be- 
half of  those  State  Governments  to  which  the 
people  are  so  much  and  so  deservedly  attached, 
and  which  are  the  safeguards  and  ornaments  of 
our  Constitution.  Sir,  they  stand  now  upon  a 
little  spot,  surrounded  by  inundations;  and  as  the 
waters  are  rising  on  every  side,  and  undermining 
their  foundation,  let  us  realize  the  wise  purposes 
for  which  this  Government  was  formed,  and  be- 
come the  dyke  to  fence  out  the  flood. 

When  Mr.  S.  had  concluded — 

Mr.  Storrs,  of  New  York,  said,  that  it  might 
be,  and  probably  was,  true,  as  had  been  stated  by 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  who  had  just  resumed 
his  seat,  (Mr.  Stevenso.n,)  that  the  measure  now 
proposed  originated  in  local  interests.  It  was  per- 
fectly natural  that  it  should  be  so.  Many  great 
public  measures  of  every  Government  may  be 
traced  to  the  name  origin.  As  a  Representative, 
however,  of  the  State  of  New  York,  Mr.  S.  said, 
that,  for  one,  if  he  had  formed  any  just  notions  of 
her  true  policy,  he  should  hardly  be  suspected  of 
having  brought  into  this  debate  any  very  great 
prejudice  in  favor  of  the  measure.  That  great 
Slate  has  conceived,  and  from  her  own  unex- 
hausted and  scarcely  diminished  resources,  exe- 
cuted, for  herself,  those  great  works  of  internal 
improvement,  which  will  elevate  her  to  the  high 
rank  in  the  Union  to  which  she  has  been  destined 
by  nature.  She  has  ceased  to  ask  extrinsic  aid. 
It  he  now  regarded  only  her  separate  interests  or 
ability,  the  lime  has  passed  by  when  this  measure 
should  receive  his  support  as  a  question  of  expe- 
diency. It  was  due,  however,  from  New  York,  to 
her  own  character,  that,  on  a  great  national  mea- 
sure, essential  to  the  prosperity  of  the  Union,  no 
contracted  views  of  sectional  interest  should  gov- 
ern the  discharge  of  her  duty  to  the  nation.  If  he 
thought  that  any  well-founded  doubt  of  the  power 
of  Congress  over  this  subject  existed,  he  would 
have  been  more  inclined  to  submit  to  the  States, 
in  the  form  of  an  amendment,  the  Constitutional 
question  which  it  was  supposed  by  some  gentle- 
men to  involve.  He  was  now  convinced,  by  many 
circumstances,  and  especially  by  the  course  of  this 
discussion,  that  such  a  proposition  would  only  tend 
to  weaken  and  paralyze,  if  not  completely  to  di- 
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Test  the  Government  of  powers  which  he  thought 
it  already  fairly  possessed.  Gentlemen  had  can- 
didly avowed,  that  if  they  believed  we  had  the 
power,  they  should  oppose  its  exercise,  as  impolitic 
and  inexpedient.  It  was  evident  that  the  conflict- 
ing interests  and  local  jealousies  of  the  country, 
would  now  defeat  even  a  declaratory  amendment, 
and  he  was  satisfied,  after  what  had  passed,  that 
it  was  now  essential  to  the  very  preservation  of 
the  power,  that  Congress  should  act  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  S.  said  that  he  did  not  agree  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  who  spoke  yesterday,  (Mr. 
Archer.)  that  any  great  danger  was  to  be  appre- 
hended from  the  assumption  of  unauthorized  pow- 
ers by  Congress.  The  tendency  of  the  Govern- 
ment was  not  in  that  direction.  The  responsibility 
of  this  House  directly  to  the  people,  and  the  fre- 
quency of  elections,  was  an  effectual  security 
against  any  lasting  or  successful  usurpations  of 
power.  He  listened  to  this  caution  with  less  un- 
easiness when  he  considered  that  his  colleague, 
fMr.  Wood,)  and  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
Doth  of  whom  had  alluded  to  it,  represented  the 
larger  States.  He  rather  believed  that  more  dan- 
ger might  hereafter  be  found  in  an  opposite  influ- 
ence— the  jealousy  of  the  large  Stales — the  great 
masses  of  political  power  which  most  sensibly 
felt  the  check  which  Congress  held  over  their  in- 
fluence. It  is  the  disposition,  said  Mr.  S.,  of  hu- 
man nature,  to  submit  with  impatience  to  control, 
and  the  same  uneasiness  of  restraint  is  felt  in  all 
political  bodies.  The  small  States  are  naturally 
jealous  of  the  larger,  and  the  large  States  feel  the 
restrictions  which  the  Constitution  has  imposed 
on  their  powers.  I  am  more  inclined  to  think, 
that  experience  has  already  shown,  that  the  Gen- 
eral Government  will  oftener  feel  the  necessity  of 
protecting  itself  against  the  large  States  by  a 
rigid  maintenance  of  its  established  powers.  The 
Confederacy  will  not  be  rent  assunder  by  any  ex- 
plosion here.  It  will  rather  break  by  the  weight 
of  its  own  members. 

The  idea  that  Congress  possesses  the  power  of 
executing  a  system  of  national  improvement,  is 
not  so  modern  as  has  been  supposed.  The  Com- 
mittee has  been  asked  why,  if  it  had  been  original- 
ly proposed  by  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  that 
we  should  have  this  power,  has  not  the  notion 
been  asserted,  or  alluded  to,  in  all  the  reports  of 
the  debates,  or  the  newspaper  discussions  of  those 
days  ?  He  could  state  to  the  Committee,  that,  in 
the  Convention  of  New  York,  it  was  proposed,  by 
an  eminent  Constitutional  lawyer,  to  limit  the  ex- 
ercise of  such  a  power  under  one  clause  in  the 
Constitution.  Mr.  S.  read  from  the  Debates  on 
the  Federal  Constitution,  in  the  New  York  Con- 
vention, the  following  extract : 

"To  the  clause  respecting  the  establishment  of  pwt 
offices,  &.C.,  Mr.  Jones  moved  the  following  amend- 
ment :  hesolved,  As  the  opinion  of  this  commillee, 
that  the  power  of  Congress  to  establish  post  offices 
and  post  roads,  is  not  to  be  construed  to  eitend  to  the 
Ujing  out,  making,  altering,  or  repairing,  highways 
in  any  Sta^,without   the  consent  of  the  Legislature 

of  such  atfhi.*' 

It   doe*  not  appea^ whether   the  Convention 


had  afterwards  acted  on  this  proposition  ;  but  the 
intention  of  the  mover  was  clearly  to  abridge  the 
power,  and  give  to  the  States  a  check  upon  its  ex- 
ercise. The  proposition  obviously  aflarmed  its  ex- 
istence in  the  proposed  Government. 

He  could  not  promise  the  Committee  any  new 
views  of  the  Constitution,  but  should  confine  his 
remarks,  at  so  late  an  hour  of  the  day,  chiefly  to 
a  general  view  of  the  principles  on  which  the 
Government  was  founded,  and  by  which  its  pow- 
ers were  to  be  tested.  It  had  been,  in  his  opinion, 
altogether  erroneous  to  construe  the  powers  grant- 
ed in  a  strict  or  narrow  sense.  No  sound  or  safe 
rule  of  political  interpretation  required  it.  They 
should  be  largely,  liberally,  and  beneficially,  con- 
strued, in  furtherance  of  the  great  national  ends 
for  which  the  Government  was  instituted.  A 
contrary  rule  implied  that  a  reasonable  confidence 
was  not  to  be  placed  in  Congress.  When  I  con- 
sider, said  Mr.  S.,  how  much  is  expected  of  us,  1 
should  feel  much  embarrassed  if  I  thought  that 
we  were  placed  here  under  a  responsibility  dis- 
proportioned  to  our  powers.  There  is  nothing  in 
the  nature  of  our  political  relation  here,  which 
should  lead  us  to  distrust  ourselves,  or  induce  the 
nation  to  fear  that  we  shall  transcend  our  just 
powers.  We  are  all  equally  sen^ble  of  the  great 
interest  we  have  in  preserving  entire  the  powers 
of  the  State  governments,  and  the  force  of  their 
influence  is  deeply  felt  here.  The  time  may  come 
— perhaps  it  has  been  —  when  power  may  be 
abused  here  as  it  has  been  by  other  men :  but  tne 
possibility  of  its  abuse  is  no  argument  against  its 
existence. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  General  Government 
has  been  vested  with  but  few  municipal  powers, 
and  from  this  idea,  it  seems  to  have  been  consid- 
ered by  many  as  a  Government  created  for  na- 
tional purposes,  in  contradistinction  to  the  muni- 
cipal character  of  the  States.  There  is  no  contrast 
of  signification  in  these  terms.  It  is,  in  truth, 
both.  It  was,  indeed,  created  for  great  national 
purposes,  but  though,  in  some  respects,  federative 
in  its  structure,  is  strictly  municipal  in  its  whole 
character  and  operation.  It  is  precisely  in  this 
respect  that  it  is  to  be  distinguished  from  the  old 
confederation,  which  was  a  mere  league  between 
independent  sovereignties — a  general  council  of 
the  States,  and  could  not  properly  be  called  a 
government  at  all.  The  object  of  the  Convention 
was  to  abolish  altogether  the  political  basis  on 
which  it  was  founded,  and  to  substitute  in  its 
place  a  government  operating  directly  on  its  citi- 
zens. There  is  no  other  apt  definition  of  a  muni- 
cipal government,  for  the  term  may  be  most 
pertinently  used  in  distinction  to  an  alliance. 
The  chief  object  of  the  change  was  not,  in  his 
opinion,  as  his  colleague  (Mr.  Wood)  seemed  to 
suppose,  to  vest  in  the  new  government  the  power 
of  raising  revenue.  In  that  particular,  indeed, 
the  defect  of  the  old  system,  in  its  organization  and 
mode  of  operation,  had  been  fatally  felt,  and  this 
defect  was  a  striking  illustration  of  its  total  in- 
adequacy to  any  national  purposes.  It  may  have 
been,  in  fact  it  was,  one  of  the  principal  causes  of 
revising  and  changing  the  system,  but  not  the 
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chief  end  that  was  expected  to  be  attained.     The 
plan  of  the  new  government  was  intended  to  sub- 
vert the  whole  system,  and  convert  the  confed- 
eracy into  a  national  government.     If  this  prin- 
ciple is  distinctly  and  steadily  kept  in  view,  we 
may  relieve  ourselves  of  many  fancied  diflSculties 
which  otherwise  press  upon  us  in  seeking  for  the 
just  rule  of  ascertaining  the  extent  and  character 
of  its  implied  powers.     It  is  to  be  treated  as  a 
national    government — territorial — as    having  a 
national  judiciary  and  magistracy,  enforcing  obe- 
dience and  extending   protection    directly   to  its 
subjects,  creating  for  its  citizens  a  common  coun- 
try  and   common    political   obligations,   and   as 
possessing,  like  all  other  governments,  the  means 
of  effecting  the  ends  of  its  existence.     The  alarm 
of  usurpation  had  been  often  sounded.    We  have 
been  warned  against  encroachments  on  the  State 
governments  or  the  people.     It  has  been  said  that 
we  claim  the  purse  and  sword.     It  was  intended 
that  we  should  have  them.     It  had  been  observed 
in  the  Federalist,  with  peculiar  truth  and  applica- 
bility, that   the  old   confederation  "  had   neither 
troops,  treasury,  or  government."     The  States  had 
raised  armies,  the  States  levied  money,  and  the 
States  enforced  obedience.     These  are  the  very 
powers  which  were  designed  to  be  transferred  to 
us.     Without  these,  this  Government  would  per- 
ish from  its  own  weakness.    The  power  of  execu- 
ting the  proposed  scheme  of  national  improvement, 
as  the  plan  contained  in  the  bill  now  before  us  has 
been  termeil,  has  been  also  considered  as  calcu- 
lated to  excite  alarm,  as  leading  to  a  violation  of 
private  right  and  Stale  jurisdiction.     There  were 
many  confessed  powers  which  are  calculated  to 
give  a  much  clearer  conception  of  the  extent  of 
its  incidental  powers  than  this,  and  to  excite  much 
more  alarm,  if  the  fears  of  gentlemen  were  well 
founded.     We  are  citizens  of  a  national  Govern- 
ment.    As  this  Government  is  municipal,  obedi- 
ence is  due,  and  in  the  duty  of  obedience  allegiance 
existed,  and  from  allegiance  treason  is  implied. 
The  Constitution*  has  not  created  this  crime  in 
any  expressed  terms.     It  has  recognised  it  as  ac- 
cessory to  the  sovereignty,  and  limited  its  defini- 
tion and  extent  to  particular  specified  acts.     But 
it   is   through   successive   implications    that   the 
Government  has  acquired  the  power  over  life  and 
death  in  case  of  treason,  and  yet  no  doubts  have 
ever  been  started  on  this  point.      But  it  is  not  in 
the  punishment  of  treason  only  that  such  a  high 
power  and  authority  is  exercised.     Throughout 
the  whole  system  of  national  criminal  jurispru- 
dence— in  robbery  of  the  mail,  perjury,  the  slave 
trade  acts,  and  the  laws  for  the  preservation  of 
neutrality,  numberless  instances  might  be  given 
to  illustrate  the  exercise  of  a  like  power,  founded 
in  implication  purely.     It  is  legitimate  because, 
for  the  purposes  of  the  Constitution,  the  life  and 
personal  lil>erty  of  its  citizens  are  placed  in  sub- 
jection to  the  powers  of  the  national  Government, 
and  because,  in  its  operation,  it  has  all  the  muni- 
cipal  characteristics   of  the  State   governments. 
The  powers  are  as  properly  inherent,  if  such  a 
terra  may  be  thus  used,  as  the  powers  of  the  State 
governments.    Both  were  created  by  the  people. 


They  bad  collectively  vested  certain  portions  of 
sovereignty  in  the  national  Government,  and  cer- 
tain other  powers  in  the  States.  Those  of  the 
national  Government  were  enumerated,  but  it  is 
not  less  municipal  for  that  reason.  The  same  ar- 
gument would  prove  that  the  State  governments 
were  not  municipal.  Neither  of  them  possesses 
the  totality  of  sovereignty.  Our  powers  are  lim- 
ited expressly,  and  tne  State  governments  are 
limited  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
and  many  of  them  by  their  own  constitutions. 
As  both  governments  are  in  their  nature  alike, 
the  same  rule  of  construction  as  to  implied  or  in- 
cidental powers  is  to  be  applied  to  the  powers 
clearly  vested  in  either  of  them. 

There  is,  said  Mr.  S.,  one  clause  in  the  Constitu- 
tion, which  had  much  puzzled  all  those  who  at- 
tempted to  lay  down  the  indefinable  line  between 
the  General  and  State  Governments.  He  referred 
to  that  which  declared  that  Congress  had  power 
to  make  all  laws  necessary  and  proper  for  carry- 
ing into  execution  the  powers  granted  by  the  Con- 
stitution. There  was  no  grant  of  power  contained 
in  this  provision,  nor  was  that  its  purport  or  inten- 
tion. It  was  little  else  than  mere  supererogation. 
Had  it  been  omitted  altogether,  the  right  of  making 
such  laws  must  have  been  perfect  in  the  Govern- 
ment, or  its  powers  could  never  have  been  execu- 
ted at  all.  The  grant  of  any  political  power  what- 
ever necessarily  includes  within  itself  the  right  of 
using  the  means  of  accomplishing  the  end  and  ob- 
ject of  the  power.  It  may  have  been  inserted  from 
abundant  caution.  It  is  well  known  that  much 
diflerence  of  opinion  existed  in  the  Convention, 
how  far,  and  over  what  objects  the  powers  of 
the  proposed  National  Government  should  be  ex- 
tended. A  deep  felt  jealousy  of  State  rights  ex- 
isted in  that  body.  It  is  very  reasonable  to  sup- 
pose that  the  subject  of  constructive  or  implied 
powers,  incident  to  the  new  Government  was  agi- 
tated. The  framers  of  the  Constitution,  who  de- 
signed to  give  eflBcacy,  strength,  and  stability  to 
it,  may  have  been  forewarned  by  the  course  of  dis- 
cussion, and  perhaps  imagined,  that  at  some  future 
day,  a  new  sect  might  spring  up  in  the  nation, 
whose  doctrines  might  so  narrow  the  means  of  the 
Government  as  to  paralyze  its  operations,  circum- 
scribe its  powers,  and  leave  it  to  the  mercy  of  the 
State  governments.  Much  of  the  argument  which 
has  perplexed  this  subject  has  been  founded  in  the 
construction  of  this  clause,  which  was,  in  truth, 
merely  declaratory  of  the  general  implied  powers 
indispensable  to  all  government  and  public  bodies, 
and  incidental  to  their  very  existence.  I  admit, 
said  Mr.  S.  that  it  is  not  easy,  perhaps  it  is  im- 
possible, to  draw  the  line  which  separates  the 
powers  of  the  Grovernments.  It  is  difl[icult  to  do 
this,  because  the  nature  of  all  government  is  moral, 
and  not  mathematical.  The  subject  does  not  ad- 
mit of  being  successfully  or  very  intelligibly  treat- 
ed by  general  propositions,  which  are  to  solve  all 
given  problems.  It  leads  directly  to  confusion  of 
their  powers,  and  involves  it  in  a  species  of  politi- 
cal metaphysics,  which  misleads  and  bewilders 
us.  It  is  impossible  to  enumerate  or  define  all  the 
means  which  were  intended  to  be  placed  in  the 
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hands  of  this  GrorernmeDt,  uDder  all  future  exigen- 
cies, arising  out  of  the  extensioo  of  the  country,  its 
multiplied  relations,  and  the  future  growth  and 
expansion   of  its   interests.     The   public    library 
would  not  contain  the  volumes  which  should  de- 
fine these  means.    No  human  foresight  could  judge 
of  them.     It  was  submitted  to  the  wisdom  and  dis- 
cretion of  Congress  to  appropriate  them  to  its  aid, 
as  future  circumstances  and  the  national  prosperity 
required.     These,  said  Mr.  S.  are  the  views  of  the 
nature  of  this  Government,  which  he  had  been 
taught  from  early  life,  and  which  all  his  reflection 
and   limited   experience   had   confirmed.     They 
were  not  peculiar  to  him,  and  contained  nothing 
new — but  he  had  deemed  it  necessary  to  consider 
them  more  largely  than  he  otherwise  should,  had 
not  the  debate,  in  some  instances,  been  led  away 
from  what  were,  in  his  opinion,  the  first  principles 
of  the   Government.     Considering  this  Govern- 
ment, then,  as  municipal,  and  having  the  power 
of  adapting  its  means  to  the  ends  of  its  institution, 
it  might  be  useful  to  trace  the  legitimate  exercise 
of  its  powers,  that  its  capacities  may  be  more  fully 
developed  and  understood.     It  has  the  power  to 
coin  money.     Under  this  faculty,  it  may  purchase 
(he  believed  it  had  done  so  at  Philadelphia)  a  site 
lor  the  establishment  of  a  mint.     It  might,  un- 
doubtedly, rent  a  house  for  that  purpose,  and  if  its 
capacity  to  take  a  leasehold  interest  was  admitted, 
it  might  take  the  freehold  or  fee  of  the  land.     By 
the  power  of  creating  a  national  judiciary,  it  might, 
in  the  fair  exercise  of  it,  purchase  and  hold  sites 
for  courthouses.    In  the  administration  of  crimi- 
nal jurisprudence.  It  may  erect  penitentiaries — for 
the  collection  of  revenue,  it  has  become  the  pro- 

C?tor  of  custom-house  establishments,  which  have 
n  erected  by  the  Government.  These  have  all 
been  practical  constructions,  under  these  powers, 
ever  since  the  organization  of  the  Government, 
and  under  all  Administrations.  They  had  never 
been  denied,  and  it  is  too  late  to  question  them. 
It  is  not  useful  to  inquire  or  necessary  to  determine 
whether  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States, 
over  such  places,  was  exclusive  for  all  purposes,  so 
as  to  exempt  them  from  all  municipal  jurisdiction 
of  the  Stales,  nor  did  he  consider  that  it  proved 
any  thing,  if  settled  either  way.  He  stated  these 
cases  as  illustrations  of  the  well  established  and  un- 
deniable power  of  the  Government,  in  its  choice 
of  means  for  the  promotion  of  the  great  ends  of  the 
Government.  If  we  could,  constitutionally,  pur- 
chase sites  for  all  these  objects,  it  must  be  very 
difficult  to  demonstrate,  by  any  sound  argument, 
that  we  could  not  purchase  a  site  and  erect  a  post 
office,  or,  in  other  words,  establish  a  post  office. 
And  yet  the  arguments  wluch  have  been  founded 
on  the  fanciful  definitions  of  this  word  "  establish,"' 
to  refute  our  power  of  constructing  post  road's, 
would  equally  prove  that  we  cannot  erect  pot  offi- 
ces, as  we  may  courthouses  or  penitentiaries,  and 
as  we  have  done  custom-houses.  The  power  of 
establishing  post  offices  and  post  roads  is  a  general 
grant  of  pow^  over  the  transportation  of  the  mail, 
and  incladfsall  the  means  which  are  adapted  to 
that  end,  la^  «U  power  necessary  to  effect  it. 
It  is  fair  Mui  proper  in  investigating  the  means 


of  the  Government  to  look  to  the  preamble  of  the 
Constitution,  not  as  containing  any  grant  of  pow- 
ers, but  as  indicating  the  great  ends  to  be  pro- 
moted  and  secured   by  its  creation.     It  was  in- 
tended that  the  exercise  of  its  powers  should  be 
efficacious  for  those  ends,  and  construed  in  refer- 
ence to  them — to  be  made  subservient  in  their  ex- 
ercise to  the  "  perfection  of  the  Union,"  and  the 
"  promotion  of  the  general  welfare  and  defence.'* 
Certain  subjects  have  for  these  objects  been  placed 
under  the  sovereignty  of  Congress.     The  regula- 
tion of  foreign  commerce,  and  commerce  among 
the  States,  is  one  of  these.      In  the  execution  of 
this  power,  we  are  bound  to  look  to  the  promo- 
tion of  the  security,  prosperity,  and  extension  of 
commerce.     It  is  confided  to  us  for  that  purpose 
because  this  Government  is  best  adapted  to  pro^ 
mote  that  great  national  interest.     It  is  a  power 
for  that  end,  over  the  navigable  waters  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.     Thus,  in  the  Chesapeake  or  Amboy 
bay,  the  Hudson  or  Delaware  rivers,  we  have  this 
power,  in  preference  to  the  States  adjoining  these 
waters.      There  is  no  residuum  left  of  a  political 
nature  in  those  States.   My  colleague  (Mr.  Wood) 
considered  that  the  sole  powers  of  Congress  over 
commerce  is  to  lay  duties  and  collect  them,  and 
that  the  whole  power  was  exliausted  on  the  tariff 
and   revenue  laws;    that   the  authority  to   build 
lighthouses  belonged  to  the  collection  of  revenue, 
and  not  to  the  power  of  regulating  commerce.    If 
this  were  all  so,  then  the  power  to  regulate  com- 
merce is  not,  in  fact,  a  distinct  power,  and  its  enu- 
meration as  a  specific,  primary  power,  was  nuga- 
tory and  senseless.    It  might  have  been  altogether 
omitted,  and  was  already  included  in  the  power 
previously  expressed  and  granted,  and  wa>  mere 
tautology.      He  differed  altogether  from  such  a 
construction  of  this  or  any  other  clause.    The  Con- 
stitution w^as  designed  to  vest  the  sovereignty  over 
this  subject  in  Congress  as  a  municipal  govern- 
ment.    The  language  of  all  these  grants  of  power 
imported  that  sense,  and  no  other.      Thus.  Con- 
gress has  power  to  regulate  the^value  of  coin  ;  to 
regulate  commerce;  to  make  rules  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  land  and  naval   forces.     All  these 
phrases  import  that  the  subject-matters  of  these 
grants  was  to   be  under  the  sovereignty  of  Con- 
gress, for  the  national  objects  of  the  Grovernment. 
Congress  have,  in  the  exercise  of  its  power  over 
foreign  and  domestic  commerce,  treated   them  in 
that  sense,  and  executed  them  for  those  ends.      In 

what  construction  but  this  was  the  embargo the 

non-intercourse  system — all  your  prohibitory  laws, 
and  especially  the  late  navi.^ation  acts,  founded? 
Do  gentlemen  imagine  that  the  nature  of  these  can 
be  tortured  into  custom-house  regulations  ?  The 
Old  Congress  never  understood  that,  when  it  was 
proposed  to  give  a  like  power  over  commerce  to 
that  body,  it  was  to  be  treated  as  a  revenue  power 
merely.  The  present  Executive,  in  his  report  on 
that  proposition,  on  the  15th  of  February,  1785, 
considered  it,  with  great  justice,  as  to  be  exercised 
for  great  national  purposes.  After  detailing  the 
evils  and  inconveniences  of  the  distribution  ot  this 
power  among  the  States,  the  report  adds: 

•*  But,  if  they  act  at  a  nation,  the  proepect  it  more 
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favorable  to  them.  The  particular  interett  of  every 
State  will  then  be  brought  forward,  and  receive  a  Fed- 
eral support.  Happily  for  them,  no  tneaturet  can  be 
taken  to  promote  the  interrtu  of  either,  which  will 
not  equally  promote  that  of  the  whole.  If  their  com- 
merce It  laid  under  injurious  restrictiona  in  foreign 
partt,  by  going  hand  in  hand  in  confidence  together, 
by  wise  and  equitable  regulationt,  they  will  more  ea- 
sily sustain  the  inconveniences,  or  remedy  the  evil.  If 
they  wish  to  cement  the  Union  by  the  strongest  ties 
of  interest  and  affection ;  if  they  wish  to  promote  ita 
atrength  and  grandeur,  founded  upon  that  of  each  in- 
dividual State,  every  consideration  of  local,  as  well  aa 
of  Federal  pohcy,  urget  them  to  adopt  the  recommen- 
dation," dec. 

These  are  enlightened  views  of  the  system,  and 
a  just  commentary  on  the  power  in  question. 

The  erection  of  lighthouses,  beacons,  and  buoys, 
may  indirectly  promote  the  security  of  revenue, 
but  it  never  appertained  strictly  to  its  mere  col- 
lection. All  these  exertions  of  power  have  been 
founded  on  the  duty  of  Government  to  protect, 
foster,  and  promote  the  prosperity  and  security 
of  the  national  interests,  which  have  been  confided 
to  the  sovereignty  of  Congress,  and  made  subor- 
dinate to  its  legislative  power  and  supremacy.  In 
the  exerciseof  this  power  of  regulating  commerce, 
the  Government  exerts  a  supervisory  power  over 
the  conduct  of  its  citizens,  prescribes  the  places 
where,  the  time  when,  and  how,  their  commerce 
shall  be  carried  on,  in  what  articles  they  may 
trade,  and  when  all  trade  shall  cease.  The  erec- 
tion of  the  sea-wall  on  the  Eastern  coast,  or  a  break- 
water at  the  mouth  of  the  Delaware,  recommended 
by  the  Executive,  is  only  legitimately  done  under 
this  construction  of  our  powers.  What  has  been 
done  for  this  great  end  of  the  Government  on  the 
margin  of  the  ocean,  may,  by  the  same  rule  of 
interpretation,  be  done  on  the  land.  Our  power 
is  not  bounded  by  the  sea-shore.  Having  the 
jurisdiction  over  the  waters  of  the  Union,  and  the 
sovereignty  over  trade,  for  the  promotion  of  the 
national  commercial  prosperity,  we  may  as  con- 
stitutionally appropriate  the  public  funds  in  im- 
proving the  natural  means  and  resources  of  the 
country  lor  this  great  and  beneficent  end.  No  one 
would  contend  that  such  a  system  of  improvement 
was  exclusively  in  the  power  of  Congress,  nor 
does  it  interfere  at  all  with  the  power  or  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  States.  Though  the  power  of  regula- 
ting commerce  should  be  admitted  to  be  exclu- 
sively in  Congress,  yet  the  means  of  the  General 
and  State  Governments  might  be  concurrently 
used  for  the  different  ends  of  their  creation.  The 
punishment  of  forgery,  and  counterfeiting  the 
public  securities,  or  coin,  or  robbery  of  the  mail, 
are  concurrently  exercised  over  the  same  acts  and 
person.  He  would  not  say  that  the  States  also 
may  not  erect  lighthouses,  beacons,  and  buoys. 
There  is  a  vast  class  of  like  powers  which  are  in- 
termediate and  common  to  both  sovereignties. 
Mr.  S.  said,  that  he  should  not  engage  in  any 
minute  philological  discussion  of  the  words  used 
by  those  who  framed  the  Constitution  in  its  various 
grants  of  power.  They  were  to  be  understood  in 
a  general  political  sense,  and  not  to  be  hunted  for 


in  dictionaries.  Much  had  been  said  of  the  word 
establith,  as  used  in  the  clause  relating  to  post 
offices  and  post  roads.  Another  clause  authorized 
Congress  to  establish  a  Supreme  Court  ;  another, 
to  constitute  tribunals  inferior  to  the  Supreme 
Court.  He  understood  all  these  in  the  same  sense. 
The  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Stevenson) 
seemed  to  suppose  that  the  construction  which, 
had  been  given  to  the  word  establish  by  those  who 
denied  our  power  on  this  subject,  received  much 
aid  from  its  use  in  the  clause  which  declared  that 
the  ratification  of  nine  Slates  should  be  sufficient 
for  the  "establishment"  of  the  Constitution,  and 
asked  us  if  this  ratification  did  not  succeed  its 
actual  creation  ?  and  if  the  word  establishment 
would  here  bear  the  sense  which  the  friends  of 
this  power  maintain  ?  Mr.  S.  said,  that  it  did 
bear  that  sense,  and  no  other.  The  paper  or 
parchment  may  have  existed,  but  the  political 
creation  of  the  Constitution  was  only  complete 
when  such  a  ratification  was  perfected.  The 
words,  and  sentences,  and  paragraphs,  had  been 
framed,  but  the  soul  and  vitality  had  not  been  in- 
fused into  it.  It  had  no  more  life  and  existence 
than  the  bare  letters  of  the  alphabet.  Much  has 
also  been  said  of  the  word  "  regulate,"  as  used  in 
the  Constitution.  In  relation  to  commerce,  which 
includes  a  great  complexity  of  interests  and  rela- 
tions, the  word  was,  for  this  reason,  subject  to 
much  criticism.  But  to  apply  it  to  a  subject  of 
more  simplicity — suppose,  said  Mr.  S.,  that  the 
Constitution  had  conferred  on  Congress  a  power 
to  regulate  the  coin.  Had  it  been  necessary,  for 
the  sake  of  uniformity  in  value,  or  a  common 
standard,  that  Congress  should  have  established  a 
Mint  and  actually  coined  money,  to  effect  thiseud, 
would  it  hardly  admit  of  denial,  that  they  might 
have  attained  that  object  by  such  means  1 

Mr.  S.  said,  that  he  should  not  detain  the  Com- 
mittee by  any  argument  to  prove  the  nower  of 
Congress  to  construct  such  roads  or  canals  as  were 
necessary  to  the  defence  of  the  country.  He  could 
add  nothing,  in  his  opinion,  more  conclusive  than 
what  had  been  already  stated  by  other  gentlemen. 
The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Archer,) 
admits  that  we  have  such  a  power  for  that  end  ; 
but,  that  his  measure  is,  or  may  be,  unconstitu- 
tional, because  we  have  not  that  end  in  view. 
Though  I  cannot  consent  that  the  constitutionality 
of  any  measure  is  to  be  tried  by  this  rule,  or 
brought  to  any  test  but  its  actual  provisions,  yet 
it  is  not  admitted,  that,  if  the  bill  is  Constitutional 
on  its  face,  any  collateral  advantages  may  not 
fairly  be  taken  into  consideration.  There  were 
many  acts  of  Congress,  confessedly  Constitutional, 
which,  if  judged  by  a  rule  so  severe,  must  be  con- 
demned. The  power  to  raise  revenue  by  imposts, 
admits  of  no  debate  ;  and  yet  the  preamble  of  the 
first  act  ever  pas.sed  under  this  power  of  Congress, 
recites,  as  one  of  its  chief  objects,  the  protection 
and  encouragement  of  manufactures.  Under  the 
power  of  making  war,  and  the  dutv  of  providing 
for  the  public  defence.  Congress  nave  for  years 
exercised  all  the  powers  contained  in  the  bill  be- 
fore us.  At  Harper's  Ferry,  they  have  purchased 
land ;  erected  buildings  for   the  manufacture  of 
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arms;  coDstructed  canals  for  hydraulic  works; 
and  dooe  every  act  which  a  State  might  do,  for 
all  such  purposes  ;  and  it  would  be  extraordinary, 
indeed,  if,  while  the  States  might  construct  roads 
or  canals  for  their  separate  defence,  the  same 
power  should  be  denied  to  Congress  which  is  ex- 
pressly charged  with  the  war-making  power,  and 
the  defence  of  all  the  States.  If  all  which  we 
have  done  at  Harper's  Ferry,  has  been  done  con- 
stitutionally, (and  it  has  never  yet  been  debated 
or  questioned,)  he  hoped  that  gentlemen  would 
specify  and  define  the  point  where  the  operations 
of  the  Government  must  be  constitutionally  ar- 
rested. If  we  may,  by  these  means,  provide  the 
ingredients  of  defence,  can  we  not,  by  the  same 
means,  facilitate  the  movements  of  an  army  ?  Or 
have  we  merely  power  to  mould  the  atoms,  but 
not  the  mass:  to  perfect  the  parts,  but  not  the 
whole?  By  thrs  course  of  argument,  we  are  for- 
bidden to  reach  the  end  directly,  but  must  approach 
it  circuitously,  through  some  narrow,  tortuous 
path.  We  may  give  an  incipient  motion  to  the 
particles  of  this  great  system,  but  leave  its  opera- 
tion to  accident  or  fatalism. 

He  would  detain  the  Committee  no  longer.  It 
would  be  an  ungracious  tax  on  their  tune  and 
patience,  at  so  late  a  period  of  the  debate,  to  enter 
into  a  minute  examination  of  the  subject.  He 
had  risen  only  to  express  his  general  views  of  the 
question,  and,  being  well  satisfied  that  the  power 
was  vested  in  Congress,should  support  the  measure. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  the  House  ad- 
journed. 


Friday,  January  30. 

Mr.  Webster,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, who  were  instructed  "  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  repealing  the  25th  section  of  the 
act  to  establish  the  Judicial  Courts  of  the  United 
States,  or  so  to  modify  the  same,  that  the  writ  of 
error,  therein  provided  for,  may  be  awarded  to 
either  party,  and  without  reference  to  the  manner 
in  which  the  question  shall  have  been  decided,'' 
reported,  that  it  is  not  expedient  to  repeal  the  said 
section,  nor  to  modify  it  in  the  manner  proposed; 
which  report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Webster,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  to 
alter  the  times  of  holding  the  Circuit  Court  of  the 
United  States  for  the  district  of  South  Carolina; 
which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Joseph  Smith,  of  Alexandria,  accompanied 
by  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which  bill  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  same  committee,  also 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Stephen  Brace, 
accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which  bill 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  House  to-morrow. 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  making 
appropriations  for  certain  fortifications  of  the  Uni- 


ted States,  for  the  year  1824;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  mak- 
ing appropriations  for  the  Navy  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  year  1824. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Committee 
on  Private  Land  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the 
petition  of  Malachi  Burns,  accompanied  by  a  bill 
for  his  relief;  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  resolution  from  the  Senate,  proposing  an 
amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  as  it  respects  the  election  of  President  of 
the  United  States,  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Union. 

Bills  from  theSenite,  of  the  following  titles: 

1st.  An  act  confirming  the  claims  of  the  heirs 
of  Nicholas  Baudin,and  the  heirs  of  Joseph  Chas- 
tang,  to  certain  tracts  of  land  ; 

2d.  An  act  fox  therelief  of  the  president,  direc- 
tors, and  comwuiy,  of  the  Merchants'  Bank  in 
Newport,  Rhode  is-land  ; 

3d.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Hanson  Kelly,  were 
respectively  read,  and  referred — the  1st  "to  the 
Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims  ;  2d  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means;  and  the  3d  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Tracy  laid  the  following  resolution  on  the 
table  for  consideration  on  to-morrow  : 

Reaolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  inform  this  House  what  purchases  of  eclate, 
of  any  description,  by  virtue  of  sales  on  execution, 
have  been  made,  on  behalf  of  the  United  States;  also, 
what  estate  has  been  acquired,  in  any  manner,  by  ar- 
rangements with,  or  assignments  from,  debtors  to  the 
United  States,  what  sums  have  been  paid  or  allowed 
on  account  of  said  purchases  and  acquisitions,  sever- 
ally, what  charges  have  accrued,  and  what  income  has 
been  derived  therefrom;  who  are  the  several  agents, 
who  now  have,  or  who  heretofore  have  had,  the  care 
of  said  estate,  and  what  compensation  has  been  al- 
lowed to  them,  respectively,  for  their  services. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  viz  :  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Hanson  Kelly  ; 
an  act  for  the  relief  of  the  President,  Directors, 
and  Company,  of  the  Merchants'  Bank  in  New- 
port, Rhode  Island  ;  and  an  act  for  confirming  the 
claims  of  the  heirs  of  Nicholas  Baudin,  and  the 
heirs  of  Joseph  Chastang,  to  certain  tracts  of  land. 
The  Senate  have  also  passed  a  joint  resolution, 
proposing  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  as  it  respects  the  election  of 
President  of  the  United  States,  in  which  three 
last-mentioned  bills  and  resolution,  they  ask  the 
concurrence  of  this  House. 

NAVY  PEACE  ESTABLISHMENT. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President 
OF  THE  United  States,  as  follows: 

To  the  Ihuae  of  ReprtaeiUiUices  of  tJie  Unikd  Slates : 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  of  the  15th  of  December  last,  request- 
ing the  President  of  the  United  Slates  ''to  communi- 
cate a  plan  for  a  Peace  Establishment  of  the  Navy  of 
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the  United  States,"  I  herewith  transmit  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  which  contains  the 
plan  required. 

In  presenting  this  plan  to  the  consideration  of  Con- 
gress, I  avail  myself  of  the  occasion  to  make  some  re- 
marks on  it,  which  the  importance  of  the  subject  re- 
quires, and  experience  justifies. 

If  a  system  of  universal  and  permanent  peace  could 
be  established  ;  or,  if,  in  war,  the  belligerent  parties 
would  respect  the  rights  of  neutral  Powers,  we  should 
have  no  occasion  for  a  navy  or  an  army.  The  expense 
and  dangers  of  such  establishments  might  be  avoided. 
The  history  of  all  ages  proves  that  this  cannot  be  pre- 
sumed ;  on  the  contrary,  that  at  least  one  half  of  every 
century,  in  ancient  as  well  as  modern  times,  has  been 
consumed  in  wars,  and  oflen  of  the  most  general  and 
desolating  character.  Nor  is  there  any  cause  to  infer, 
if  we  examine  the  condition  of  the  nations  with  which 
we  have  the  most  intercourse  and  strongest  political 
relations,  that  we  shall,  in  future,  be  exempt  from  that 
calamity,  within  any  period,  to  which  a  rational  cal- 
culation may  be  extended.  And  as  to  the  rights  of 
neutral  Powers,  it  is  sufficient  to  appeal  to  our  own 
experience  to  demonstrate  how  little  regard  will  be 
paid  to  them,  whenever  they  come  in  conflict  with  the 
interest  of  the  Powers  at  war,  while  we  rely  en  the 
justice  of  our  cause  and  on  argument  alone.  The 
amount  of  the  property  of  our  fellow-citizens,  which 
was  seized  and  confiscated,  or  destroyed,  by  the  bel- 
ligerent parties,  in  the  wars  of  the  French  revolution, 
and  of  those  which  followed,  before  we  became  a  parly 
to  the  war,  is  almost  incalculable. 

The  whole  movement  of  our  Government,  from  the 
establishment  of  our  independence,  has  been  guided 
by  a  sacred  regard  for  peace.  Situated,  as  we  are,  in 
the  new  hemisphere  ;  distant  from  Europe,  and  un- 
connected with  its  alTdirs  ;  blessed  with  the  happiest 
Government  on  earth,  and  having  no  objects  of  ambi- 
tion to  gratify  ;  the  United  States  have  steadily  culti- 
Tated  the  relations  of  amity  with  every  Power.  And 
if,  in  any  European  wars,  a  respect  for  our  right^j 
might  be  relied  on,  it  was  undoubtedly  in  those  to 
which  I  have  adverted.  The  conflict  being  vital,  the 
force  being  nearly  equally  balanced,  and  the  result 
uncertain,  each  party  had  the  strongest  motives  of  in- 
terest to  cultivate  our  good  will,  lest  we  might  be 
thrown  into  the  opposite  scale.  Powerful  as  this  con- 
sideration usually  is,  it  was  nevertheless  utterly  dis- 
regarded, in  almost  every  stage  of,  and  by  every  party 
to,  those  wars.  To  these  encroachments  and  inju- 
ries, our  regard  for  peace  was  finally  forced  to  yield. 

In  the  war  to  which  at  length  we  became  a  party, 
oar  whole  coast,  from  St.  Croix  to  the  Mississippi, 
was  either  invaded  or  menaced  with  invasion  ;  and  in 
many  parts,  with  a  strong,  imposing  force,  both  land 
and  naval.  In  those  parts  wher£  the  population  was 
most  dense,  the  pressure  was  comparatively  light ;  but 
there  was  scarcely  a  harbor  or  city,  on  any  of  our 
great  inlets,  which  could  be  considered  secure.  New 
York  and  Philadelphia  were  eminently  exposed,  the 
then  existing  works  nut  being  sutficient  for  their  pro- 
tection. The  same  remark  is  applicable,  in  a  certain 
extent,  to  the  cities  eastward  of  the  former  ;  and  as  to 
the  condition  of  the  whole  country  southward  of  the 
latter,  the  events  which  marked  the  war  are  too  recent 
to  require  detail.  Our  oriiiies  and  navy  signalized 
themselves  in  every  quarter  where  they  had  occasion 
to  meet  their  gallant  foe,  and  the  militia  voluntarily 
flew  to  their  aid,  with  a  patriotism,  and  fought  with 


a  bravery,  which  exalted  the  reputation  of  their  Gov- 
ernment and  country,  and  which  did  them  the  highest 
honor.  In  whatever  direction  the  enemy  chose  to 
move  with  their  squadrons  and  to  land  their  troops, 
our  fortifications,  where  any  existed,  presented  bat 
little  obstacle  to  them.  They  passed  those  works 
without  difficulty.  Their  squadrons,  in  fact,  annoyed 
our  whole  coast,  not  of  the  sea  only,  but  every  bay 
and  great  river  throughout  its  whole  extent.  In  en- 
tering those  inlets  and  sailing  up  them  with  a  small 
force,  the  effect  was  disastrous,  since  it  never  failed  to 
draw  out  the  whole  population  on  each  side,  and  to 
keep  it  in  the  field  while  the  squadron  remained  there. 
The  expense  attending  this  species  of  defence,  with 
the  exposure  of  the  inhabitants,  and  the  waste  of  prop- 
erty, may  readily  be  conceived. 

The  occurrences  which  preceded  the  war,  and  those 
which  attended  it,  were  alike  replete  wilh  useful  in- 
struction as  to  our  future  policy.  Those  which  mark 
the  first  epoch,  demonstrate  clearly,  that,  in  the  wars 
of  oiher  Powers,  we  can  rely  only  on  force  for  the 
protection  of  our  neutral  rights.  Those  of  the  second 
demonstrate,  with  equal  certainty,  that,  in  any  war 
in  which  we  may  be  engaged  hereafter,  with  a  strong 
naval  Power,  the  expense,  waste,  and  other  calami- 
ties, attending  it,  considering  the  vast  extent  of  our 
maritime  frontier,  cannot  fail,  unless  it  be  defended  by 
adequate  fortifications  and  a  suitable  naval  force,  to 
correspond  with  those  which  were  experienced  in  the 
late  war. 

Two  great  objects  are  therefore  to  be  regarded  in  the 
establishment  of  an  adequate  naval  force:  The  first, 
to  prevent  war,  so  far  as  it  may  be  practicable ;  the 
second,  to  diminish  its  calamities,  when  it  may  be  in- 
evitable. Hence,  the  subject  of  defence  becomes  inti- 
mately connected,  in  all  its  parts,  in  war  and  in  peace, 
for  the  land  and  at  sea.  No  Government  will  be  dis- 
posed, in  its  wars  wilh  other  Powers,  to  violate  our 
rights,  if  it  knows  we  have  the  means,  are  prepared, 
and  resolved,  to  defend  them.  The  motive  will  also 
be  diminished,  if  it  knows  that  our  defences  by  land 
are  so  well  planned  and  executed,  that  an  invasion  of 
our  coast  cannot  be  productive  of  the  evils  to  which 
we  have  heretofore  been  exposed. 

It  was  under  a  thorough  conviction  of  these  truths, 
derived  from  the  admonitions  of  the  late  war,  that 
Congress,  as  early  as  the  year  1816,  during  the  term 
of  my  enlightened  and  virtuous  predecessor,  under 
whom  the  war  had  been  declared,  prosecuted,  and 
terminated,  digested,  and  made  provision  for,  the  de- 
fence of  our  country,  and  support  of  its  rights,  in 
peace  as  well  as  in  war,  by  acts,  which  authorized  and 
enjoined  the  augmentation  of  our  Navy,  to  a  pre- 
scribed limit,  and  the  construction  of  suitable  fortifica- 
tions throughout  the  whole  extent  of  our  maritime 
frontier,  and  wherever  else  they  might  be  deemed  ne- 
cessary. It  is  to  the  execution  of  these  works,  both 
land  and  naval,  and  under  a  thorough  conviction  that 
by  hastening  their  completion  I  should  render  the 
best  service  to  my  country,  and  give  the  most  effectual 
support  to  our  free  republican  system  of  Government 
that  my  humble  faculties  would  admit  of,  that  I  have 
devoted  so  much  of  my  time  and  labor  to  this  great 
system  of  national  policy,  since  I  came  into  this  office, 
and  shall  continue  to  do  it,  until  my  retirement  from 
it,  at  the  end  of  your  next  session. 

The  Navy  is  the  arm  from  which  our  Government 
will  always  derive  most  aid  in  support  of  our  neutral 
rightfi.     Every  Power  engaged  in  war  will  know  the 
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strength  of  our  naval  force,  the  number  of  our  ships  of 
each  claM,  their  condition,  and  the  promptitude  with 
which  we  may  bring  them  into  service,  and  will  pay 
due  consideration  to  that  argument.  Justice  will  al- 
ways have  great  weight  in  the  Cabinets  of  Europe; 
but,  in  long  and  destructive  wars,  exigencies  often 
occur  which  press  so  vitally  on  them,  that,  unless  the 
argument  of  force  is  brought  to  its  aid,  it  will  be  dis- 
regarded. Our  land  forces  will  always  perform  their 
duty  in  the  event  of  war;  but  they  must  perform  it  on 
the  land.  Our  Navy  is  the  arm  which  must  be  prin- 
cipally relied  on  for  the  annoyance  of  the  commerce 
of  the  enemy,  and  for  the  protection  of  our  own  ;  and 
also,  by  co-operation  with  the  land  forces,  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  country.  Capable  of  moving  in  any  and 
every  direction,  it  possesses  the  faculty,  even  when 
remote  from  our  coast,  of  extending  its  aid  to  every 
interest  on  which  the  security  and  welfare  of  our 
Lnion  depend.  Annoying  the  commerce  of  the  ene- 
my, and  menacing,  in  turn,  lU  coast,  provided  the 
force  on  each  side  is  nearly  equally  balanced,  it  will 
draw  its  squadrons  from  our  own  ;  and,  in  case  of  in- 
vasion by  a  powerful  adversary,  by  a  land  and  naval 
force,  which  i*  always  to  be  anticipated,  and  ought  to 
be  provided  against,  our  Navy  may,  by  like  co-opera- 
tion with  our  land  forces,  render  essential  aid  in  pro- 
tecting our  interior  from  incursion  and  depredation. 

The  great  object,  in  the  event  of  war,  is  to  stop  the 
enemy  at  the  coast.     If  this  U  done,  our  citie*i,  and 
whole  interior,  will  be  secure.     For  the  accomplish- 
ment of  this  object,  our  fortifications  must  be  princi- 
pally relied  on.     By  placing  strong  works   near  the 
mouths  of  our  great  inlets,  in   such   p<isitions  as  to 
command  the  entrances  into  them,  as  may  be  done  in 
many  instances,  it  will  be  difficult,  if  not  impossible, 
for  ships  to  pat,8  them,  especially  if  other  precautions, 
and  particularly  that  of  steam -batteries,  are  resorted 
to,  in  their  aid.     In  the  wars  between  other  Powers, 
into  which  we  may  be  drawn,  in  support  of  our  neu- 
tral rights,  it  cannot   be    doubled   that    this  defence 
would  be  adequate  to  the  purpose  intended  by  it;   nor 
can  it  be  doubted  that  the  knowledge  that  such  works 
eiiBted,  would  form  a  strong  motive,  with  any  Power, 
not  to  invade  our  rights,  and  thereby  contribute  essen- 
tially to  prevent  war.     There  are,  it  is  admitted,  some 
entrances  into  our  interior,  which  are  of  such  vast  ex- 
tent, that  it  would  be  utterly  impossible  for  any  works, 
however,  extensive,  or  well  posted,  to  command  them.' 
Of  this  class,   the  Chesapeake   Bay,  which  is  an  arm 
of  the  sea,  may  be  given  as  an  example.     But,  in  my 
judgment,  even  this  bay  may  be  defended  against  any 
Power  with  whom  we  may  be  involved  in  war  as  a 
third  party,  in  the  defence  of  our  neutral  rights.     By 
erecting  strong  works  at  the  mouth  of  James  river, 
on  both  sides,  near  the  Capes,  as  we  are  now  doing, 
and  at  Old  Point  Comfort  and  the  Rip  Rap^,  and  con- 
necting those  works  together  by  chains,  whenever  the 
enemy's  force  appeared,  placing  in  the  rear  some  large 
ahips  and  steam-batteries,  the  passage   up  the  river 
would  be  rendered  impracticable.     This  guard  would 
uu^^^  ^  protect  the  whole  country  bordering  on 
the  bay  and  rivers  emptying  into   it;  as  the  hazard 
would  be  too  great  for  the  aoemy,  however  strong  his 
naval  force,  to  ascend  the  bay,  and  leave  such  a  naval 
force  behind;  since,  in  the  event  of  a  storm,  whereby 
his  vessels  might  be  separated,  or  of  a  calm,  the  ships 
and   steam-balteries.   behind  the  works,   might  rush 
forth  and  destroy  them.     It  could  only  be  in  the  event 
of  an  mvasion  by  a  great  Power,  or  a  combination  of 
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several  Powers,  and  by  land  as  well  ai  bv  naval  force., 
that  those  works  could  be  carried;  and,  even  then, 
they  could  not  fail  to  retard  the  movement  of  the  enemy 
into  the  country,  and  to  give  time  for  the  collection  of 
our  regular  troops,  militia,  and  volunteers,  to  that 
point,  and  thereby  contribute  essentially  to  his  ulti- 
mate defeat  and  expulsion  from  our  territory. 

Under  a  strong  impression,  that  a  Peace  Establish- 
ment of  our  Navy  is  connected  with  the  possible  event 
of  war,  and  that  the  naval  force  intended  for  either 
state,  however  small  it  may  be,  is  connected  with  the 
general  system  of  public  defence,  I  have  thought  it 
proper,  in  communicating  this  report,  to  submit  these 
remarks  on  the  whole  subject. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Washixotox,  January  30,  1824. 

The  Message  was  referred  to  the  Committee  oq 
^aval  Aflairs. 

SURVEYS  FOR  ROADS  AND  CANALS. 

The  House  then  ajjain  resolved  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Foot  in  the  Chair,)  on 
the  bill  to  provide  surveys  for  roads  and  canaU. 

Mr.  Randolph,  of  Virginia,  rose.  He  began 
l)y  saying,  that  he  very  much  feared  that  the  in- 
dulgence extended  to  him  by  the  Committee,  a 
few  days  since,  might  induce  them  to  think  that 
he  was,  thereby,  emboldened  to  throw  himself 
upon  their  attention  more  frequently  than  was 
seemly  or  befitting,  and  that  he  should,  on  loo 
many  occasions,  offer  to  their  consideration  the 
crude  conceptions  of  his  very  feeble  understanding. 
But,  said  he,  I  can,  with  the  utmost  sincerity,  as- 
sure the  Committee  that  they  may  lay  a^ide  all 
alarm  on  that  -subject ;  for  I  do  not  foresee,  at  this 
time,  any  further  occasion,  at  the  present  session, 
when  it  will  be  nece.'.sary  for  me  to  trespass  on 
their  attention.  I  shall  not  again,  unless  some 
very  unexpected  case  should  ari.se,  arouse  in  their 
breasts  the  feeling  which  such  a  trespass  is  well 
calculated  to  inspire. 

During  a  not  very  short  course  of  public  life, 
Mr.  R,  said,  he  did  not  know  that  it  ever  had  been 
his  fortune  to  rise  under  as  much  embarrassment, 
or  to  address  the  House  with  as  much  repugnance,' 
as  he  now  felt.     That  repugnance,  in  part,  grew 
out  of  the  necessity  that  existed   for   his   taking 
some  notice,  in  the  course  of  his  observations,  of 
the  argument,  if  argument  it  might  be  called,  of 
an  honorable  member  of  this  House  from  Ken- 
tucky.    And,  although,  said  Mr.  R.,  I  hare  not 
the  honor  to  know,  personally,  or  even   by  name, 
a  large  portion  of  the  members  of  this  House,  it  is 
not  necessary  for  me  to  indicate  the  cause  of  that 
repugnance.     But  this  I  may  venture  to  promise 
the  Committee,  that,  in  my  notice  of  the  argu- 
ment  of  that  member,  I  shall  show  at  least  as 
much  deference  to  it  as  he  showed  to  the  Message 
of  the  President  of  the  United  Slates  of  America, 
on  returning  a  bill  of  a  nature  analogous  to  that 
now  belore  us— I  say  at  least  as  mui/i^l  should 
regret  if  not  mure.     With  the  argument  of  the 
President,  however,  Mr.  R.  said,  he  had  nothing 
to  do— he  washed  his  hands  of  it— and  would 
leave  it  to  the  triumph,  the  clemency,  the  mercy, 
of  the  honorable  gentleman  of  Kentucky— if,  in- 
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deed,  to  use  his  own  language,  amid  the  mass  of 
words  in  which  it  was  enveloped,  he  had  been 
able  to  find  it.  His  purpose,  in  regard  to  the  ar- 
gument of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  was  to 
show  that  it  lies  in  the  compa-ss  of  a  nut-shell — 
Chat  it  turns  on  the  meaning  of  one  of  the  plainest 
words  in  the  English  language.  He  was  happy 
to  be  able  to  agree  with  that  gentleman  in  at  least 
one  particular,  to  wit:  in  the  estimate  the  gentle- 
man had  formed  of  his  own  powers  as  a  gramma- 
rian, philologer,  and  critic — particularly,  as  those 
powers  had  been  displayed  in  the  dissertation  with 
which  he  had  favored  the  Committee,  on  the  in- 
terprelaiion  of  the  word  eUahli^h. 

"Congress,"  says  the  Constitution,  "shall  have 
power  to  (stahlish  (ergo,  says  the  gentleman.  Con- 
gress shall  have  power  to  construct!)  post  roads." 

One  would  suppose,  said  Mr.  R.,  that,  if  any 
thing  could  be  considered  as  settled  by  precedent 
in  legislation,  the  meaning  of  the  words  of  the 
Constitution  must,  before  this  time,  have  been 
settled,  by  the  uniform  sense  in  which  that  power 
has  been  exercised,  from  the  commencement  of 
the  Government  to  the  present  time.  What  is 
the  fact  ?  Your  statute  book  is  loaded  with  acts 
for  the  ••establishment"  of  post  roads — and  the 
Postmaster  General  is  besieged  with  petitions  for 
the  "establishment"  of  post  oflBces.  And  yet,  we 
are  now  gravely  debating  on  what  the  word  "es- 
tablish''shall  beheld  to  mean!  A  curious  pre- 
dicament we  are  placed  in — precisely  the  reverse 
of  that  of  Moliere's  citizen  turned  geiiileman,  who 
discovered,  to  his  great  surprise,  that  he  had  been 
talking  "  prose"  all  his  life  long  without  knowing 
it — a  common  case — it  is  just  so  with  all  prosers, 
and  I  hope  I  may  notexemplify  it  in  this  instance. 
But,  sir,  xre  have  been,  for  five-and-thirty  years, 
establishino;  post  roads,  under  the  delusion  that  we 
were  exercising  a  power  specially  conferred  upon 
us  by  the  Constitution,  while  we  were,  according 
to  the  suggestion  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 
actually  committing  treason,  by  refusing,  for  so 
long  a  time,  to  carry  into  effect  that  very  article 
of  the  Constitution  ! 

To  forbear  the  exercise  of  a  power  vested  in  us 
for  the  public  good,  not  merely  for  our  own  ag- 
grandizement, is,  according  to  the  argument  of 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  treachery  to  the 
Constitution!  I,  then,  said  Mr.  R.,  must  have 
commenced  my  public  life  in  treason,  and  in  trea- 
son am  I  doomed  to  end  it.  One  of  the  first  votes 
that  I  ever  had  the  honor  to  give,  in  this  House, 
was  a  vote  against  the  establishment,  if  gentlemen 
please,  of  a  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy — a 
power  as  unquestionably  given  to  Congress,  by 
the  Constitution,  as  the  power  to  lay  a  direct  tax. 
But,  sir.  my  treason  did  not  end  there.  About 
two  years  after  the  establishment  of  this  uniform 
system  of  bankruptcy,  I  was  particeps  criminis, 
with  almost  the  unanimous  voice  of  this  House, 
in  committing  another  act  of  treachery  in  repeal- 
ing It ;  and  Mr.  Jefferson,  the  President  ot  the 
United  Slates,  in  the  commencement  of  his  career, 
consummated  the  trea.son  by  putting  his  signature 
to  the  act  of  repeal. 

Miserable,  indeed,  would  be  the  condition  of 


every  free  people,  if,  in  expounding  the  charter  of 
their  liberties,  it  were  necessarv  to  go  back  to  the 
Anglo-Saxon,  to  Junius  and  Skinner,  and  other 
black  letter  etymologists.  Not,  sir,  that  I  am  very 
skilful  in  language:  although  I  have  learned  from 
a  certain  Curate  of  Brentford,  whose  name  will 
survive  when  the  whole  contemporaneous  bench 
of  bishops  shall  be  buried  in  oblivion,  that  rrc;rd«— 

the  counters  of  wise  men,  the  money  of  fools 

that  it  is  by  the  dextrous  cutting  and  shuffling  of 
this  pack  that  is  derived  one-half  of  the  chicanery, 
and  more  than  one-half  of  the  profits,  of  the  most 
lucrative  profession  in  the  world — and,  sir,  by  this 
dextrous  exchanging  and  substituting  of  words, 
we  shall  not  be  the  first  nation  in  the  world  which 
has  been  cajoled,  if  we  are  to  be  cajoled,  out  of 
our  rights  and  liberties. 

In  the  course  of  the  observations  which  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  saw  fit  to  submit  to 
the  Committee,  were  some  pathetic  ejaculations 
on  the  subject  of  the  sufferings  of  our  brethren  of 
the  West.  Sir,  our  brethren  of  the  West  have 
suffered,  as  our  brethren  throughout  the  United 
States,  from  the  same  cause,  although  with  them 

the  cause  exists  in  an  aggravated  degree from 

the  acts  of  those  to  whom  they  have  confided  the 
power  of  legislation;  by  a  departure — and  we 
have  all  suffered  from  it — I  hope  no  gentleman 
will  understand  me  as  wishing  to  make  any  in- 
vidious comparisons  between  different  quarters  of 
our  country — by  a  departure  from  the  industry,  the 
simplicity,  the  economy,  and  the  frugality  of  our 
ancestors.  They  have  suffered  from  a  greediness 
of  gain,  that  has  grasped  at  the  shadow  while  it 
has  lost  the  substance — from  habits  of  indolence 
of  profusion,  of  extravagance — from  an  apery  of 
foreign  manners,  and  of  foreign  fashions — from 
a  miserable  attempt  at  the  shabby  genteel,  which 
only  serves  to  make  our  poverty  more  conspicuous. 
The  way  to  remedy  this  state  of  suffering  is  to 
return  to  those  habits  of  labor  and  industry  from 
which  we  have  thus  departed. 

But,  said  Mr.  R.,  we  have  been  asked,  if,  by 
some  convulsion  of  nature,  this  Government 
should  be  suddenly  destroyed,  and  should  pass 
away,  "like  the  baseless  fabric  of  a  vision,  and 
leave  not  a  rack  behind,"  what  monument  would 
remain  of  the  benefits  derived  from  it  in  the 
West — in  other  words,  what  have  we  done  for 
the  West?  Sir,  let  me  reverse  the  question. 
What  have  we  Tiot  done  for  the  West  ?  Do  gen- 
tlemen want  monuments  ?  Unless  the  art  of 
printing  should  be  lost,  posterity  will  find  them 
in  your  statute  books,  and  in  the  journals  of  this 
House.  They  may  find  them  in  Indian  treaties 
for  the  extinguishment  of  title  to  lands — in  grants 
of  land,  the  effects  of  which  begin  now  to  be  felt 
in  Ohio,  Kentucky,  and  Tennessee,  as  they  have 
long  been  severely  felt  in  Maryland,  Carolina, 
and  Virginia;  they  will  find  them  in  laws  grant- 
ing every  facility  for  the  nominal  payment— and, 
he  might  also  say,  for  the  spunging,  of  the  debts 
due  this  Government,  by  purchasers  of  the  public 
lands — in  the  grants,  which  cannot  be  found  in 
the  older  States,  for  the  establishment  of  schools, 
and  for  other  great  objects  of  public  concernment, 
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for  which  nothing  has  been  given  to  the  States 
of  the  East.  In  a  word,  they  would  find  them  in 
the  millions  which  this  nation  has  disbursed,  and 
is  now  disbursing,  for  the  acquisition  of  the  navi- 
gation of  the  Mississippi,  and  for  the  purchase  of 
Louisiana.  If  these  be  nothing,  said  Mr.  R., 
then  indeed  we  have  done  nothing  for  the  West. 
It  is  true,  sir,  that  these  things  were  done  when 
the  names  of  more  than  on«  who  now  figure  on 
this  floor,  had  not  been  heard  of  out  of  their  own 
parish.  lo  a  word,  without  speaking  this  in  any 
invidious  spirit,  without  the  remotest  intention  of 
twitting  our  Western  brethren  with  what  we  have 
done  for  them,  I  have  stated  some  of  the  benefits 
conferred  on  the  West,  for  the  purpose  of  repress- 
ing the  spirit  of  discontent,  which,  beginning  at 
home,  never  fails  to  lay  hold  upon  any  external 
object  with  which  it  meets,  as  an  excuse  for  com- 
plaining. I  will  not  add,  Mr.  Chairman — from 
Washington  to  Milledgeville — for  this  part  of  the 
country,  what  has  been  done? 

With  these  few  remarks,  continued  Mr.  R., 
permit  me  now  to  recall  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  to  the  original  design  of  this  Govern- 
ment. It  grew  out  of  the  necessity,  indispensable 
and  unavoidable,  in  the  circumstances  of  this 
country,  of  some  general  power,  capable  of  regu- 
lating foreign  commerce.  Sir,  I  am  old  enough 
to  remember  the  origin  of  this  Government;  and, 
though  I  was  too  young  to  participate  in  the 
transactions  of  that  day,  I  have  a  perfect  recollec- 
tion of  what  was  public  sentiment  on  the  subject. 
And  I  repeal,  without  fear  of  contradiction,  that 
the  proximate,  as  well  as  the  remote  cause  of  the 
existence  of  the  Federal  Government,  was,  the 
regulation  of  foreign  commerce.  Not  to  particu- 
larize all  the  difficulties  which  grew  out  of  the 
conflicting  laws  of  the  States,  Mr.  R.  referred  to 
but  ooe,  arising  from  Virginia  taxing  an  article 
which  Maryland  then  made  duty-free — and  to 
that  very  policy,  said  he,  may  be  attributed,  in  a 
great  degree,  the  rapid  growth  and  prosperity  of 
the  town  of  Baltimore.  If  the  old  Congress  had 
possessed  the  power  of  laying  a  duty  of  ten  per 
cent,  ad  valorem  on  imports,  this  Constitution 
would  never  have  been  called  into  existence. 

But,  we  are  told  that,  along  with  the  regulation 
of  foreign  commerce,  the  States  have  yielded  to 
the  Greneral  Government,  in  as  broad  terms,  the 
regulation  of  domestic  commerce — I  mean,  said 
Mr.  R.,  the  commerce  among  the  several  States, 
and  that  the  same  power  is  possessed  by  Congress 
over  the  one  as  over  the  other.  It  is  rather  unfor- 
tunate for  this  argument,  that,  if  it  applies  to  the 
extent  lo  which  the  power  lo  regulate  foreign 
commerce  has  been  carried  by  Congress,  they 
may  prohibit  altogether  this  domestic  commerce, 
as  they  have  heretofore,  under  the  other  power, 
prohibited  foreign  commerce. 

But  why  put  extreme  cases?  This  Govern- 
ment cannot  go  on  one  day  without  a  mutual  un- 
derstanding and  deference  between  the  State  and 
General  Governments.  This  Government  is  the 
breath  of  the  nostrils  of  the  States.  Gentlemen 
may  say  what  they  please  of  the  preamble  to  the 
Consiiiution ;  but   this   Constitution  is   not    the 


work  of  the  amalgamated  population  of  the  then 
existing  confederacy,  but  the  offspring  of  the 
States;  and  however  high  we  may  carry  our 
heads,  and  strut  and  fret  our  hour,  "dressed  in  a 
little  brief  authority,"  it  is  in  the  power  of  the 
States  to  extinguish  this  Government  at  a  blow. 
They  have  only  to  refuse  to  send  members  to  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature,  or  to  appoint 
Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President,  and 
the  thing  is  done.  I  hope  gentlemen  will  not  un- 
derstand me  as  seeking  for  reflections  of  this 
kind — but,  like  FaUtalFs  rebellion — I  mean  Wor- 
cester's rebellion,  they  lay  in  my  way,and  I  found 
them. 

But,  we  are  asked,  what  if  little  Delaware  should 
erect  her  back,  or  New  Jersey,  and  should  under- 
take to  stop  the  transportation  of  the  United  Slates 
mail?     It  would  be  something  very  like  the  at- 
tempt virtually  made   by  another  State  during  the 
late  war,  or  an  attempt  to  slop  the  transit  of  the 
United  States  troops   through  the  territory  of  a 
Stale.     And  this  brings  me  to  another  branch  of 
the  subject,  on  which,  in  my  discursive  way,  I 
mean  to  touch.     I  recollect  once  to  have  heard, 
from  a  gentleman  of  Kentucky,  the  power  to  re- 
charter  the  old  Bank  of  the  United  States  called 
a  "vagrant  power,"  seeking  through  the  different 
clauses  of  the  Constitution  where  to  fix  itself; 
but,  like  a  man  in  Kentucky  seeking  for  his  land, 
found  the  ground  shingled  over  with  warrants! 
Now,  said  Mr.  R.,  this  vagrant  power,  (of  making 
roads  and  canals,)  after  being  whipped  from  par- 
ish to  parish,  is  at  last  seeking  a  settlement  under 
the  war-making  power.     And  under  this  power 
to  make  war,  sir,  what  may  we  not  do?     Quar- 
ter troops  upon  you  ;  burn  your  house,  sir,  or  mine; 
burn  your  own  ships  and  your  navy  yards,  that 
the  enemy  may  not  have  the  pleasure  of  doing  it. 
But  would  any  man  contend  that,  in  time  of  peace, 
all  the  incidents  to  the  war-making  power  take 
effect?     I  have  always  understood,  said  Mr.  R., 
that  iiittr  arma  sileiU  Ugts — and  a  man  might  as 
well  bring  an  action  against  the  hero  of  New  Or- 
leans— yes,  sir,  the  hero  of  New  Orleans,  if  I  may 
call  him  so — by  an  action  of  trespass  quare  ciau- 
sum  /regit,  when  he  marched  down  to  the  beach, 
and  gave  the  enemy  a  foretaste  of  what  he  gave 
them  thereafter — a  man  might  as  well  do  that,  as, 
in  time  of  peace,  sustain  the  power  of  the  same 
hero — not,  sir,  that  I  impute  the  assumption  of  it 
to  him — of  doing  all  the  things  which  he  might 
rightfully  do  in  a  time  of  war.     When,  Mr.  R. 
said,  he  considered  this  war-making  power,  and 
the  money-raising  power,  and  suffered  himself  to 
reflect  on  the  length   to  which  they  go,  he  felt 
ready  to  acknowledge  that,  in  yielding  these,  the 
States  have  yielded  every  thing.     The  last  words 
of  Patrick  Henry  on  this  subject,  though  uttered 
five-and-tweniy  years  ago,  were  now  ringing  in 
his  ears.     If  gentlemen  will  come  fairly  out,  .said 
Mr.  R.,  and  tell  us,  you  have  given  us  the  power 
of  the  purse  and  of  the  sword,  and  these  two  ena- 
ble us  to  take  whatever  else  we  may  want,  we  shall 
understand  them.     Thank  God,  however,  that  has 
not  yet  become  the  construction  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. 
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I  am  sorry  lo  say, — because  I  should  be  the  last 
man  in  the  world  to  disturb  the  repose  of  a  ven- 
erable man,  to  whom  I  wish  a  quiet  end  of  his 
honorable  life — that  all  the  difficulties  under  which 
we  have  labored  and  now  labor  on  this  subject 
have  grown  out  of  a  fatal  admission  by  one  of  the 
late  Presidents  of  the  United  States — an  admis- 
sion which  runs  counter  lo  the  tenor  of  his  whole 
political  life,  and  is  expressly  contradicted  by  one 
of  the  most  luminous  and  able  Stale  papers  that 
ever  was  written — an  admission  which  gave  a 
sanction  lo  the  principle  that  this  Government 
had  ihe  power  to  charter  the  present  colossal  Bank 
of  the  United  States.  Sir,  said  Mr.  R.,  that  act, 
and  one  other  which  I  will  not  name,  bring  for- 
cibly home  lo  my  mind  a  train  of  melancholy 
reflections  on  the  miserable  state  of  our  mortal 
being: 

"In  life's  ImI  scenes,  what  prodigies  surprise  ! 
Fears  of  the  brave,  and  follies  of  the  wise. 
From  Marlborough's  eyes  the  streams  of  dotage  flow, 
And  Swift  expires  a  driv'ler  and  a  show." 

Such  is  the  state  of  the  case,  sir.  It  is  misera- 
ble to  think  of  it — and  we  have  nothing  left  lo  us 
but  to  weep  over  it. 

We  have  been  told,  sir,  by  my  friend  from  New 
Jersey,  over  the  way,  that  the  framers  of  the  Con- 
stitution foresaw  the  raising  up  of  some  new  sects, 
which  were  to  construe  the  powers  of  the  Gov- 
ernment differently  from  their  intention;  and, 
therefore,  the  clause  granting  a  general  power  to 
make  all  laws  that  might  be  necessary  and  proper 
to  carry  the  granted  powers  into  effect,  was  in- 
serted in  that  Constitution.  Yes,  said  Mr.  R., 
such  a  sect  did  arise  some  twenty  odd  years  ago — 
and,  unfortunately,  I  had  the  honor  to  be  a  mem- 
ber of  that  church.  From  the  commencement  of 
the  Government  to  this  day,  differences  have 
arisen  between  the  two  great  parties  in  this  na- 
tion— one  consisting  of  the  disciples  of  Mr.  Ham- 
ilton, the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  another 
parly  who  believed  that,  in  their  construction  of 
the  Constitution,  those  to  whom  they  opposed 
themselves  exceeded  the  just  limit  of  its  legitimate 
authority — and  Mr.  R.  prayed  gentlemen  to  lake 
into  their  most  serious  consideration  the  fact  that, 
on  this  very  question  of  construction,  this  sect, 
which  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  foresaw 
might  arise,  did  arise  in  their  might,  and  put 
down  the  construction  of  the  Constitution  accord- 
ing to  the  Hamiltonian  version.  But  did  we  at 
that  day  dream,  said  Mr.  R.,  that  a  new  sect 
would  arise  after  them,  which  would  so  far  tran- 
scend Alexander  Hamilton  and  his  disciples,  as 
they  out-wenl  Thomas  Jefferson,  James  Madison, 
and  John  Taylor,  of  Caroline?  This  is  the  de- 
plorable fact:  such  is  now  the  actual  state  of 
things  in  this  land;  and  it  is  not  a  subject  .so 
much  of  demonstration  as  it  is  self-evident — it 
speaks  to  the  senses,  so  that  every  one  may  under- 
stand it.  On  the  occasion  of  that  great  strife,  Mr. 
Jefferson,  then  Vice  President  of  the  United  States, 
drew,  and  sent  to  Kentucky,  to  be  moved  by  the 
eminent  and  worthy  man  who  was  afterwards  his 
Attorney    General,   those   celebrated   resolutions, 


generally  called  the  Kentucky  Resolutions.  These 
were  followed  by  another  set  of  resolutions,  which 
were  called  John  Taylor^s  Resolutions,  but  which 
we  now,  by  the  public  declaration  of  Mr.  Taylor, 
under  his  own  hand,  know  were  drawn  up  by 
Mr.  Madison.  These  gave  rise  lo  that  very  able 
and  masterly  Report  of  the  Massachusetts  General 
Court,  sustaining  the  constitutionality  of  the  Aliea 
and  Sedition  laws.  Yes,  sir,  it  was  a  very  able  re- 
port— and  here  permit  me  to  say  I  have  not  heard 
a  shadow  of  an  argument  on  this  floor — and  I  do 
not  expect  to  hear  it,  because  it  is  unsusceptible  of 
it — as  forcible,  as  strong,  in  support  of  the  power 
now  claimed  for  this  House,  as  is  the  argument  of 
the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts  in  support  of  the 
Alien  and  Sedition  laws— and  I  say  that  if  you 
can  enact  this  bill,  you  can  re-enact  tne  Alien  and 
Sedition  laws — not,  sir,  that  I  am  at  all  afraid  of 
their  re-enactment  now — they  who  burnt  their 
fingers  with  the  Sedition  law  have  learnt  lessons 
from  experience,  and  so  have  those  who  have  had 
their  example  before  their  eyes.  For,  we  learn 
from  high  authority  here,  that,  notwithstanding 
the  representations  of  "  venal  and  hireling  press- 
es" lo  the  contrary,  the  country  is  in  great  distress 
— by  which  we  are  lo  understand  that  means 
have  been  taken  to  use  the  press  here,  like  the 
bayonet  beyond  the  water,  for  the  supf)ort  of 
legitimate  authority.  No,  sir,  I  am  not  afraid  of 
ttie  enactment  of  the  Sedition  law;  there  is  now 
no  occasion  lo  defend  ourselves,  by  such  a  meas- 
ure, against  the  idle  bark  of  every  unnecessary 
cur  in  the  Republic.  But,  Mr.  R.  said,  he  recol- 
lected when  this  vagrant  power  was  first  detected 
by  this  new  sect,  like  an  insect  feeling  for  the  soft 
and  pulpy  parts  of  the  body  politic,  &c. 

I  remember  to  have  heard  it  said,  elsewhere, 
said  Mr.  R.,  that  "when  gentlemen  talked  of  pre- 
cedent, they  forgot  they  were  not  in  Westminster 
Hall."  Whatever  trespass,  said  he,  I  may  be 
guilty  of  upon  the  attention  of  the  Committee, 
one  thing  I  will  promise  them,  and  will  faithfully 
perform  my  promise — I  will  dole  out  to  them  no 
political  metaphysics.  Sir,  I  unlearned  metaphys- 
ics almost  as  early  as  Fontenelle,  and  he  tells  us, 
I  think,  it  was  at  nine  years  old.  I  shall  say 
nothing  about  that  word  municipal.  I  am  almost 
as  sick  of  it  as  honest  Jack  Falstaff  was  of  "se- 
curity"— it  has  been  like  ratsbane  in  my  mouth, 
ever  since  the  late  Ruler  of  France  look  shelter 
under  that  word,  to  pocket  our  money,  and  in- 
carcerate our  persons,  with  the  most  profound  re- 
spect for  our  Turutral  rights.  I  have  done  with  the 
word  municipal  ever  since  that  day.  Let  us  come 
to  the  plain,  common-sense  construction  of  the 
Constitution.  Sir,  we  live  under  a  government 
of  a  peculiar  structure,  to  which  the  doctrines  of 
the  European  writers  on  civil  polity  do  not  apply 
— and  when  gentlemen  gel  up  and  quote  Vattel, 
as  applicable  to  the  powers  of  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  I  should  as  soon  have  expected 
them  to  quote  Aristotle  or  the  Koran.  Our  Gov- 
ernment is  not  like  the  consolidated  monarchies 
of  the  Old  World — it  is  a  solar  system,  an  impe- 
rium  in  imperio:  and,  when  the  question  is  about 
the  one  or  the  other,  what  belongs  to  the  imperiun 
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and  what  to  the  imperio,  we  gain  nothing  by  re- 
ferring to  Vattel.     He  treats  of  an  integral  gov- 
ernment, a  compact  structure — totus  teres  atqile  ro- 
tundn^.     But  ours  is  a  system  composed  of  two 
distinct  governments — the  one  general  in  its  na- 
ture, the  other  internal.     Now,  sir,  a  government 
may  be  admirable  for  external,  and  yet  execrable 
for  internal  purposes.     And  when  the  question  of 
power  in  the  Government  arises,  this  is  the  problem 
which  every  honest  man  has  to  work.     The  pow- 
ers of  Government  are  divided,  in  our  system, 
between  the  General  and  State  Governments,  ex- 
cept some  powers,  which   the  people  have  very 
wisely  retained  to  themselves.    With  these  excep- 
tions, all  the  power  its  divided  between  the  two 
Governments.     The  given  power  will  not  lie,  un- 
less, as  in  the  case  ot  direct  taxes,  the  power  is 
specifically  given—and  even  then  the  States  have 
a  concurrent  power.     The  question  for  every  hon- 
est man  to  ask  himself,  is,  to  which  of  these  two 
divisions  of  Government  does  the  power  in  con- 
test belong.    And,  said  Mr.  R.,  while  I  am  on  the 
subject  of  assumed  power,  permit  me  to  say  that, 
if  my  strength  allows  me,  I  shall  be  compelled  to 
slate  some  acts  of  assumption  and  usurpation  on 
the  part  of  the  States,  as  well  as  on  the  part  of 
the  General  Government ;  not  that  I  at  all  at^ree 
with  the  gentleman  from  N.  York,  (Mr.  Storks,) 
that  the  danger  of  this  Government  is  from  the 
State  governments;   nor  can  I  imitate,  while  I 
greatly  admire  the  generosity  with   which   that 
gentleman,  a  Representative  from  the  largest  State 
in  the  Union,  would  shear  her  of  Ber  strenc^th— 
to  do  what?   To  preserve  this  Union  ?     No."  To 
reduce   her   to  a  level,  by   possibility,  with   the 
smallest  State  in  the  Union.     And  this,  sir,  re- 
minds me  of  one  other  of  the  nothings  we  have 
done  for  the  Western  country.     We  have,  amon^r 
other  nothings,  given  them,  in  case  of  an  election 
ot  President  coming  into  this  House,  nine  votes  out 
of  twenty-four.     We  have  erected  them,  as  soon  as 
their  numbers  would  render  it  possible,  under  the 
law,  into  independent  States,  and  thus  given  them, 
in  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature,  a  voice  to 
weigh  down  the  voice,  or  counterpoise  it,  of  New 
York  or  Pennsylvania.      These  are  among  the 
nothings  we  have  done  for  them.     This,  then,  is 
the  problem  we  have  to  settle:  does  this  power  of 
internal  improvement  belong  to  the  General  or  to 
the  State  Governments,  or  is  it  a  concurrent  pow- 
er?   Gentlemen  say  we  have  power,  by  the  Con- 
stitution, to  establish  post  roads,  and,  having  es- 
tablished post  roads,  we  should  be  much  obfiged 
to  you   to  allow  us,  therefore,   the  power  to  con- 
struct the  roads  and  canals  into  the  bargain.     If  I 
had  the  physical  strength,  said  Mr.  R.,  I  could 
easily  demonstrate  to  the  Committee  that,  sup- 
posing the  power  to  exist  on  our  part— of  all  the 
powers  that  can  be  exercised  by  this  House,  there 
IS  no  power  that  would   be  more  susceptible  of 
abuse  than  this  very  power.     Figure  to  yourself, 
said  he,  a  committee  of  this  House  determinin*'  on 
some  road,  and  giving  out  the  contracts  to^he 
members  of  both  Houses  of  Congress,  or  to  their 
tnends,  &c.     Sir,  if  I  had  strength  I  could  show 
to  this  Committee  that  the  A^atic  plunder  of 


Leadenhall  street  has  not  been  more  corrupting  to 
the  British  Government  than  the  exercise  of  such 
a  power  as  this  would  prove  to  us. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Storrs  ) 
says,  that  Congress  possesses  the  power  to  coin 
money,  and  asks  if  that  does  not  involve  a  juri«- 
diction  over  the  whole  subject  of  money  ?   It  does 
sir;  and  yet  I  would,  by-the-by,  correct  one  mis- 
take into  which  that  gentleman  alone  has  not 
fallen.     In  what  does  that  power  consist?    In  de- 
signating the  metal,  determining  the  rate  of  alloy 
fixing  the  weight,  directing  the  impress,  and  de- 
claring the  value  of  the  coin— not  in  the  mechan- 
ical act  of  coining.     And   if  all  our  coin  were 
struck   by  Watt  &  Bolton,  at  Birmingham,  the 
coinage  would  be  as  much  an  act  of  sovereignty 
if  It  had  due  weight,  and  the  proper  assay,  Ac.,  4s 
If  It  were  coined  at  the  Mint  in  Philadelphia.   But. 
sir,  under  this  power  what  have  we  done?     We 
have  erected  a  bank,  which  will  not  redeem  the 
notes  of  Its  branches,  and  the  States  are  delut^ed 
with  spurious  bank  paper,  while,  with  this  l^se 
currency  throughout  the  land,  debtors  are  bound 
to  pay  in  specie.    Sir,  the  bank  note  table  in  New 
York,  in  which  they  do  not  deign  to  name  the 
banks  of  Kentucky,  is  a  politico-economical  curi- 
osiiy ;  and,  instead  of  one  currency  of  uniform 
value,  we  have  a  thousand  different  kinds  of  base 
money,  by  ringinff  the  changes  upon  which,  we 
hear  the  profits  which  brokers,  and  shavers,  and 
stock  jobbers  lew  on  the  honest  industry  of  the 
nation.     I  said,  continued  Mr.  R.,  that  this  Gov- 
ernment, if  put  to  the  test— a  test  it  is  by  no  means 
calculated  to  endure— as  a  Government  for  the 
management  of  the  internal  concerns  of  this  coun- 
try, IS  one  of  the  worst  that  can  be  conceived 

which  is  determined  by  the  fact,  that  it  is  a  Gov- 
ernment not  having  a  party  feeling  and  common 
interest  with  the  governed.     I  know,  said  he,  that 
we  are  told— and  it  is  the  first  time  that  the  doc- 
trine has  been  openly  avowed— that,  upon  the  re- 
sponsibility of  this  House  to  the  people,  by  means 
of  the  elective  franchise,  depends  all  the  security 
of  the  people  of  the  United  States  against  the 
abuse  of  the  powers  of  this  Government.      But, 
sir,  how  shall  a  man  from  Mackinaw,  or  the  Yel- 
low Stone  river,  respond  to  the  sentiments  of  the 
people  who  live  in   New  Hampshire?     It  is  as 
great  a  mockery— a  greater  mockery  than  it  was 
to  talk  to  these  colonies  about  their  virtual  repre- 
sentation m  the  British  Parliament.      I  have  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  the  liberties  of  the  Colo- 
nies were  safer  in  the  custody  of  the  British  Par- 
liament than  they  will  be  in  any  portion  of  this 
country,  il  all  the  powers  of  the  States,  as  well  as 
those  of  the  General  Government,  are  devolved  on 
this  House;  and  in  this  opinion  I  am  borne  out, 
and  more  than  borne  out,  by  the  authority  of  Pat- 
rick Henry  himself 

But  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  and  some 
others  who  have  spoken  on  this  occasion,  say, 
What !  shall  we  be  startled  by  a  shadow  ?  Shall 
we  recoil  from  taking  a  power  clearly  within— 
(what?)— our  reach?  Shall  we  not  clutch  the 
sceptre— the  air-drawn  sceptre,  that  invites  our 
hand,  because  of  the  fears  and  alarms  of  the  gen- 
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lleman  from  Virginia  ?  Sir,  if  I  cannot  give  rea- 
son to  the  Committee,  they  shall  at  least  have 
authority.  Thomas  Jefferson,  then  in  the  vigor  of 
his  intellect,  was  one  of  the  persons  who  denied 
the  existence  of  such  powers.  James  Madison  was 
another.  He,  in  that  masterly  and  unrivalled  re- 
port in  the  Legislature  of  Virginia,  which  is  wor- 
thy to  be  the  text-book  of  every  American  states- 
man, has  settled  this  question.  For  me  to  attempt 
to  add  any  thing  to  the  arguments  of  that  paper, 
would  be  to  attempt  to  gild  refined  gold — to  paint 
the  lily — to  throw  a  perfume  on  the  violet — to 
smooth  the  ice,  or  add  another  hue  unto  the  rain- 
bow— in  every  aspect  of  it,  wasteful  and  ridiculous 
excess.  Neither  will  I  hold  up  my  farthing  rush- 
light to  the  blaze  of  that  meridian  sun.  But,  sir, 
I  cannot  but  deplore,  and  to  my  dying  day  I  shall 
deplore — my  heart  aches  when  I  think  of  it — that 
the  hand  which  erected  that  monument  of  politi- 
cal wisdom,  j-hould  have  signed  the  act  to  incor- 
porate the  present  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

It  was  not  a  matter  of  conjecture,  merely,  Mr. 
R.  said,  but  of  fact — of  notoriety,  that  there  does 
exist  on  this  subject  an  honest  difference  of  opin- 
ion among  enlightened  men  ;  that  not  one  or  two, 
but  many  Slates  in  the  Union  see  with  great  con- 
cern and  alarm  the  encroachments  of  the  General 
Government  on  their  authority.  They  feel  that 
they  have  given  up  the  power  of  the  purse  and 
the  sword,  and  enabled  men,  with  the  purse  in 
one  hand  and  the  sword  in  the  other,  to  rifle  them 
of  all  that  they  hold  dear.  Among  the  reveries 
of  that  strange  and  most  extraordinary  man,  the 
late  ruler  of  France,  while  he  was  dying,  inch  by 
inch,  among  the  rats  of  St.  Helena,  he  expressed 
the  thought,  that,  if  instead  of  Elba,  he  had  chosen 
Corsica  as  the  place  of  his  retreat,  when  he  was 
driven  by  the  Allies  out  of  France,  he  would  have 
been  enabled,  from  the  bravery  and  devotion  of 
the  people,  and  the  mountainous  passes  of  the 
country,  &c.,  to  hold  it  against  the  combined  Pow- 
ers of  Europe — as  if  a  man  who  could  not  keep 
France,  could  keep  any  thing  else.  And  we  too, 
sir,  now  begin  to  perceive  what  we  have  surren- 
dered— that,  having  given  up  the  power  of  the 
purse  and  the  sword,  every  thing  else  is  at  the 
mercy  and  forbearance  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment. We  did  believe  there  were  some  parch- 
ment barriers — no!  what  is  worth  all  the  parch- 
ment barriers  in  the  world — that  there  was,  in  the 
powers  of  the  States,  some  counterpoise  to  the 
power  of  this  body  ;  but,  if  this  bill  passes,  we  can 
believe  so  no  longer. 

I  have  mentioned  Bonaparte — and,  perhaps  his- 
tory cannot  afford  another  example  of  such  a  rise, 
and  of  such  a  fall.  We  see  him  giving  law  in 
the  Kremlin,  in  the  ancient  palace  of  the  Musco- 
vite Czars — in  three  years  we  see  him  in  the  isl- 
and of  St  Helena,  enduring — I  will  not  say  what. 
With  that  example  of  humiliation  before  me,  it 
costs  me  nothing  to  endure  the  triumph  of  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Hemphill,) 
who  tells  us  that  a  new  era  is  approaching — (not 
the  era  of  good  feeling,  I  am  afraid,  for  that  has 
come  already.) — in  which  all  Presidential  squeam- 
ishness  is  to  be  at  an  end — when  this  Government 


shall  enter  on  a  new  course,  and  we  are  to  take  a 
new  latitude  and  departure.  With  this  example 
before  me,  I  must  recall  the  recollection  of  three- 
and-twenty  years  ago,  when  that  gentleman,  who 
is  the  father  of  the  present  bill,  was  upholding,  or, 
rather,  endeavoring  to  uphold,  the  wreck  and  rem- 
nant of  that  system  of  policy  which  its  triumph- 
ant adversaries  had  cloven  down.  I  remember 
his  exertions  in  regard  to  what  has  been  called 
the  Midnight  Judiciary.  Sir,  at  that  tiVne,  I 
stood,  in  relation  to  this  House,  and  to  that  gen- 
tleman, in  a  station  very  different  from  that  which 
I  now  sustain,  or  ever  expect — or,  if  I  know  ray- 
self,  would  ever  wish,  to  occupy  again.  If  that 
era  arrives,  to  which  the  hopes,  and  wishes  of  the 
gentleman  seem  to  aspire,  it  is  a  pity  we  have  not 
some  Dry  den  to  celebrate  its  advent.  Another 
Astra-a  redux  will  be  hailed — and  we  shall  once 
more  listen  to  the  strain, 

"Jam  redit  ct  Virgo,  redeant  Satnmia  Regna." 

Sir,  if  this  bill  passe.s,  we  shall  not  only  have 
a  midnight,  but  a  day-light,  and  star-light,  judici- 
ary bill.  You  will  have  what  one  of — I  was  going 
to  say,  (I  must  not  call  him  so,  but  I  will — I  know 
not  what  else  to  call  him,)  the  most  violent  Fed- 
eralist I  ever  heard,  once  said,  we  ought  to  have 
— federal  justices  of  the  peace.  For,  you  are  told, 
that  all  the  power  that  is  claimed  for  Congress 
over  roads,  is  a  conservative  power — that  if  rob- 
beries, (except  of  the  mail,)  or  murders,  are  com- 
mitted, or  contracts  are  made  on  a  road  belonging 
to  the  United  States,  they  will  fall  under  the  cog- 
nizance, and  jurisdiction,  of  the  State  government. 
Sir,  I  am  no  lawyer ;  but  this  is  the  first  time 
that  I  ever  heard,  that  the  effects  of  contracts  was 
limited  to  the  place  of  signature.  I  always  have 
heard  that  they  were,  in  their  nature,  transitive. 
But,  sir,  suppose  the  power  to  be  conservative  only 
— and  suppose  some  breach  is  made  in  the  road, 
or  any  other  injury  done  to  it,  are  you  not  to  pun- 
ish that  injury  7  And,  if  any  thing  of  a  trespass 
is  committed  on  this  road,  are  you  to  haul  a  maa 
all  the  way  from  the  extreme  verge  of  the  largest 
States  in  the  Union — for  he  must  be  tried  in  the 
Federal  court,  and  not  in  a  court  of  the  State — 
to  answer  for  having  thrown  a  pebble  in  the  road? 
and  then,  if  aggrieved  by  the  decision  of  the 
court,  is  he  to  be  left  to  the  remedy  of  coming 
here,  to  the  Supreme  Court,  for  his  appeal  ? 

But,  sir,  it  is  said  we  have  a  right  to  establish 
post  offices  and  post  roads,  and  we  have  alight 
to  regulate  commerce  between  the  several  States; 
and  it  is  argued  that  "  to  regulate  "  commerce,  is 
to  prescribe  the  way  in  which  it  shall  be  carried 
on — which  gives,  by  a  liberal  construction,  the 
power  to  construct  the  way,  that  is,  the  roads  and 
canals  on  which  it  is  to  be  carried  !  Sir,  since 
the  days  of  that  unfortunate  man,  of  the  German 
coast,  whose  name  was  originally  Fyerstein,  An- 
glicised to  Firestone,  but  got,  by  translation,  from 
that  to  Flint,  from  Flint  to  Pierre-a-Fusil,  and 
from  Pierre-a-Fusil  to  Peter  Gun — never  was 
greater  violence  done  to  English  language,  than 
by  the  construction,  that,  under  the  power  to  pre- 
scribe the  way  in  which  commerce  shall  be  car- 
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ried  on,  we  hare  the  right  to  construct  the  way 
on   which  it  is   to  be   carried.     Are  gentlemen 
aware  of  the  colossal  nower  they  are  giving  to  the 
General  Government?   Sir,  I  am  afraid,  that  that 
ingenious  gentleman,  Mr.  McAdam,  will  have  to 
give  up  his  title  to  the  distinction  of  the  Colossus  of 
Roads,  and  surrender  it  to  some  gentlemen  of  this 
Committee,  if  they  succeed  in  their  efforts  on  this 
occasion.     If,  indeed,  we  have  the  power  which 
is  contended  for  by  gentlemen  under  that  clause  of 
the  Constitution  which  relates  to  the  regulation  of 
commerce  among  the  several  States,  we  may,  under 
the  same  power, prohibU,  altogether,  the  commerce 
between  the  States,  orany  portionof  the  States — or 
we  mav  declare  that  it  shall  be  carried  on  only  in  a 
particular  way,  by  a  particular  road,  or  through  a 
particular  canal ;  or  we  may  say  to  the  people  of 
a  particular  district,  you   shall  only  carry   your 
produce  to  market  through  our  canals,  or  over  our 
roads,  and  then,  by  tolls,  imposed  upon  them,  we 
may  acquire  power  to  extend  the  same  blessings 
and  privileges  to  other  districts  of  the  countr'y. 
Nay,  we  may  go  further.     We  may  take  it  into 
our  heads— Have  we  not  the  power  to  provide 
and  maintain  a  navy  ?     What  is  more  necessary 
to  a  navy  than  seamen  ?     And  the  great  nursery 
of  our  seamen  is  (besides  fisheries)  the  coasting 
trade— we  may  take  it  into  our  heads,  that  those 
monstrous  lumbering  wagons  that  now  traverse 
the  country  between  Philadelphia  and  Pittsburg, 
stand  m  the  way  of  the  raising  of  seamen,  an'd 
may  declare  that  no  communication  shall  be  held 
between  these  points  but  coastwise  ;  we  may  spe- 
cify some  particular  article  m  which  alone  trade 
shall  be  carried  on.     And,  sir,  if,  contrary  to  all 
expectation,  the  ascendency  of  Virginia,  in  the 
General  Government,  should  again  be  established. 
It  may  be  declared  that  coal  shall  be  carried  in  no 
other  way  than  coastwise,  dec.     Sir,  there  is  no 
end  to  the  purposes  that  may  be  effected  under 
such  constructions  of  power.     I  here  beg  of  gen- 
tlemen 10  recollect— I  particularly  call  upon  the 
very  lew  members  of  this  House,  who  happen  to 
be  interested  in  the   navigation  of  the  river  on 
which  I  reside,  (the   Roanoke,)  to  say,  whether, 
after  we  have,  with  many  efforts  and  a  great  ex- 
pense, with  the  loss  of  at  least  half  of  our  capital, 
effected  the  navigation  of  that  river,  it  would  be 
competent  to  this  Government  to  seize  upon  our 
feeders,  to  assume  jurisdiction  of  Lake  Drummond, 
&c.y  and,  for  the  accomplishment  of  some  wild 
scheme — not   more   preposterous   and   ridiculous 
than  some  others  I  could  name — drain  the  waters 
of  that  lake  into  the  Atlantic  ocean,  and  abolish 
our  canal.     If  we  should  chance  to  encounter  the 
displeasure  of  the  Government,  under  these  con- 
structions of  power,  they  may  say  to  every  wagoner 
m  North   Carolina,  you  shall  not  carry  on"*  any 
commerce  across  the  Virginia  line,  in  wagons  or 
carts,  because  I  have  some  other  object  to  answer 
by  a  suppression  of  that  trade.  Are  genilemeu  pre- 
pared for  this  ?  o  f 

There  is  one  other  power,  said  xVIr.  R.,  which 
may  be  exercised,  in  case  the  power  now  contended 
lor  be  conceded,  to  which  I  ask  the  attention  of 
every  gentleman  who  happens  to  stand  in  the 


same  unfortunate  predicament  with   myself of 

every  man  who  has  the  misfortune  to  be,  and  to  have 
been    born,  a  slaveholder.     If  Congress  possesses 
the  power  to  do  what  is  proposed  by  this  bill,  they 
may   not  only  enact  a  sedition  law — for  there  is 
precedent — but  they  may  emancipate  every  slave 
in  the  United  States — and  with  stronger  color  of 
reason  than  they  can  exercise  the  power  now  con- 
tended for.     And  where  will  they  find  the  power  ? 
They  may  follow  the  example  of  the  gentlemen 
who  have  preceded  me,  and  hook  the  power  upon 
the  first  loop  they  find  in  the  Constitution  ;    they 
might  take  the  preamble — perhaps  the  war  mak- 
ing power — or  they  might  take  a  greater  sweep, 
aud  say,  with  some  gentlemen,  that  it  is  not  to  be 
found  in  this  or  that  of  the  granted  powers,  but 
results  from  all  of  them — which  is  not  only  a 
dangerous,  but  thf  most  dangerous  doctrine.     Was 
it  not  demonstrable,  Mr.  R.  asked,  that  slave  labor 
is  the  dearest  in  the  world — and  that  the  existence 
of  a  large  body  of  slaves  is  a  source  of  danger? 
Suppose  we  are  at  war  with  a  foreign  Power,  and 
freedom  should  be  offered  them  by  Congress  as  an 
inducement  to  them  to  take  a  part  io  it — or  sup- 
pose the  country  not  at  war,  at  every  turn  of  this 
federal  machine,  at  every  successive  census,  that 
interest  will  find  itself  governed  by  another  and 
increasing  power,  which  is  bound  to  it  neither  by 
any  common  tieof  interest  or  feeling.     And,  if  ever 
the  time  shall  arrive,  as  assuredly  it  has  arrived 
elsewhere,  and,  in  all  probability,  may  arrive  here, 
that  a  coalition  of  knavery  and  fanaticism  shall, 
for  any  purpose,  be  got  up  on  this  floor,  I  ask  gen- 
tlemen, who  stand  in  the  same  predicament  as  I 
do,  to  look  well  to  what  they  are  now  doing — to  the 
colossal  power  with  which  they  are  now  arming 
this  Government.     The  power  to  do  what  I  allude 
to  is,  I  aver,  more  honestly  inferrible  from  the  war- 
making  power,  than  the  power  we  are  now  about 
to  exercise.     Let  them  look  forward  to  the  time 
when  such  a  question  shall  arise,  and  tremble  with 
me  at  the  thought  that  that  question  is  to  be  de- 
cided by  a  majority  of  the  votes  of  this  House,  of 
whom  not  one  possesses  the  slightest  tie  of  com- 
mon intererest  or  of  common  feeling  with  us. 

When,  on  a  late  occasion,  it  was  proposed  to 
this  House  to  give  a  grant  of  some  ninety  pounds, 
lawful  money,  to  rock  the  cradle  of  declining  age, 
to  smooth  the  pillow  of  an  ancient  gentlewoman, 
the  mother  of  a  race  of  heroes — a  race  to  whom 
some  of  us  seem  to  have  a  constitutional  and  in- 
stinctive antipathy — we  have  been  met  with  a  cry 
of  danger  to  the  Constitution  !  of  danger  to  the 
liberties  of  the  country  !  But,  when  it  is  proposed 
to  draw  the  last  shilling  from  the  pockets  of  honest 
industry,  to  be  laid  out,  as  from  the  very  nature  of 
the  thing  it  must  be  laid  out  in  jobs,  and  contracts, 
and  corruption — and  if  you  will  trace  the  execu- 
tion of  all  your  projects — the  Rip  Rap,  or  others, 
you  will  find  the  process  is  the  same  in  all — you 
are  told  that  in  making  roads  and  digjing  canals, 
and  spending  millions  upon  them,  you  are  pro- 
moting the  honor,  and  interest,  and  grandeur  of 
the  country  !  And  this,  Mr.  Chairman,  for  fear 
that  the  States,  which  are  all  clamorous,  burden- 
ing your  table  with  daily  petitions,  to  get  you  to 
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extend  your  post  routes  through  all  the  States  and 
Territories,  should  undertake  to  stop  the  passage 
of  the  United  States  mail !  Why,  sir,  if  we  sup- 
pose a  case  like  this,  we  may  suppose  a  universal 
madness  seizing  on  the  whole  population  of  the 
country,  and  argue  from  that  supposition. 

And  this  brings  me,  said  Mr.  R.,  to  notice  an 
admission,  as  it  has  been  called,  of  my  worthy 
colleague,  of  the  power  of  altering  post  roads,afler 
they  are  established.  I  cannot  understand  this  as 
gentlemen  appear  to  do,  and  I  know  that  my  col- 
league is  not  correctly  so  understood.  Sir,  in  the 
State,  one  of  whose  representatives  I  am,  I  don't 
know  a  single  post  route  that  has  not  been  changed 
from  what  it  was  when  established  as  a  post  road 
by  the  statute.  Why,  sir,  you  will  not,  at  this 
moment,  on  the  mail  route  from  the  capital  of  the 
United  Slates  to  the  capital  of  Virginia,  travel 
for  the  first  twenty  mile^  on  a  single  inch  of  the 
road  as  it  ej^isted  when  that  mail  route  was  first 
established.  What  follows  from  the  doctrine  of 
gentlemen  on  this  subject?  Why,  that  if  Vir- 
ginia should  do  what  she  ought  to  do — make  a 
good  road  between  the  two  points  referred  to — 
the  mail  is  yet  to  continue  to  go,  as  now,  plung- 
ing through  the  worse  than  Serbonian  bogs,  be- 
tween the  Neabsco  and  Chapawamsic,  and  we 
shall  do  it,  because  it  is  treason — not  by  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  Slates,  to  be  sure,  but 
about  as  pretty  a  case  of  constructive  treason,  as 
a  latitudinarian  jud^e  could  desire  to  see  on  a 
Summer's  day,  to  alter  a  post  road.  From  the 
doctrines  now  advanced  on  this  floor,  it  follows, 
that  every  mile  that  a  post  route  is  changed,  whe- 
ther for  the  better  or  worse,  the  powers  of  Gov- 
ernment are  impugned ;  and  (nullum  tempus  ocairrit 
regi)  we  doNjot  know  what  a  mass  of  criminality 
may  not  have  been  incurred,  and  very  innocently 
incurred,  because  never,  till  now,  had  our  people 
a  preceptor  learned  enough  to  instruct  them  in 
the  true  meaning  of  the  word  "establish." 

After  a  short  pause,  Mr.  R,  said,  it  was  to  him 
a  matter  of  painful  reflection  how  utterly  inade- 
quate he  felt  himself  to  say  xcliot  he  intended  to 
have  said,  and  still  more  as  he  intended  to  say  it. 
But,  before  I  sit  down,  said  Mr.  R.,  permit  me  to 
put  it  to  the  candor  even  of  those  members  of  this 
House  who  differ  from  me  respecting  the  consti- 
tutionality of  the  power  now  claimed,  to  say  what 
there  is  in  the  state  of  this  nation,  at  this  particu- 
lar iuncture,  that  calls  for  the  immediate  exercise 
of  this  power,  supposing  it  to  be  possessed. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Delaware  tells 
us  we  have  power  to  purchase  stock,  and  thus 
promote  objects  of  internal  improvement,  where 
they  are  commenced  by  the  Slates  or  by  indi- 
vidual enterprisfe.  Sir,  if  we  have  money  to 
spare,  let  me  advise  the  gentleman,  who  is  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to 
begin  with  buying  our  own  stock.  We  can  do 
nothing  better  with  our  money  than  buy  our  own 
bonds.  I  have  known  many  speculators  leave 
their  own  debts  unpaid  to  purchase  the  property 
of  others ;  but  I  never  knew  one  of  ihem  to  come 
to  good.  Let  us  discharge  our  war  debt,  and  no 
longer  put  off  the  payment  of  it  by  shuffling  eva- 


I  sions,  under  pretence  of  a  change  of  stock.     Indi- 
j  viduals,  not  inferior  to  any  in  the  country,  and 
I  some  of  the  great  States,  too,  also  entertain  serious 
doubts  of  the  power  of  Congress  to  pass  this  bill. 
'  I  should  wish,  in  the  course  of  future  discussion, 
that  some  gentleman  would  show  the  urgency  of 
I  the  occasion  to  make  the  plunge  at  this  moment. 
j  Are  there  not  already  causes  enough  of  jealousy 
and  discord  existing  among  us  ?     Is  this  the  most 
j  auspicious  time  to  set  up  a  new  construction  of 
j  the  Constitution  ?     Is  this   the  most  auspicious 
I  time  for  the  exercise  of  the  assumption  of  a  power 
{  which  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  with  his 
j  usual  perspicacity,  so  clearly  sees  we  possess,  but 
j  which   Thomas  Jefferson,  and  James   Madison, 
and  others  of  at  least  equal  authority  with  the 
[  gentleman  from  New  York,  as  clearly  see  we  do 
not  possess  ?     Is  this  a  time  to  increase  those  jea- 
lousies between  different  quarters  of  the  country 
already  sufficiently  apparent? 

I  intended,  said  Mr.  R.,  to  have  managed  this 
subject  in  a  different  manner  ;  but  the  exhaustion 
of  both  bodily  and  mental  powers  calls  on  me  to 
do  what  I  ought  to  have  done  long  ago — to  draw 
these  remarks  to  a  close.  But  it  is  too  late  in  the 
day  for  me  to  speak  for  reputation.  Whatever  is 
to  be  the  fate  of  this  bill — whether  this  splendid 
project  shall  or  shall  not  go  into  operation  now, 
or  be  reserved  for  the  new  reign,  the  approach  of 
which  is  hailed  with  so  much  pleasure,  my  place 
roust  be  either  in  the  obscurity  of  private  life,  or 
in  the  thankless  and  profitless  employment  of  at- 
tempting to  uphold  the  rights  of  the  States,  and 
of  the  people,  so  long  as  I  can  stand — more  espe- 
cially the  rights  of  my  native  State,  the  land  of 
my  sires,  which,  although  I  be  among  the  least 
worthy  or  least  favored  of  her  sons,  and  although 
she  may  allot  to  me  a  step-son's  portion — I  will 
uphold,  so  long  as  I  live. 

Let  us,  then,  I  repeat,  Mr.  Chairman,  pay  our 
debts,  personal  and  public  ;  let  us  leave  the  profits 
of  labor  in  the  pockets  of  the  people,  to  rid  them 
of  that  private  embarrassment  under  which  they 
so  extensively  suffer,  and  apply  every  shilling  of 
the  revenue,  not  indispensable  to  the  exigencies  of 
the  Government,  to  the  faithful  discharge  of  the 
public  debt,  before  we  engage  io  any  new  schemes 
of  lavish  expenditure.  Sir,  we  have  already  paid 
more  interest  on  the  three  per  cent,  stock,  than 
the  amount  of  the  whole  principal  of  that  debt  at 
nominal  par. 

Should  this  bill  pass,  one  more  measure  only  re- 
quires to  be  consummated  ;  and  then  we,  who  be- 
long to  that  unfortunate  portion  of  this  Confede- 
racy which  is  south  of  Mason  and  Dixon's  line,and 
east  of  the  Alleghany  mountains,  have  to  make  up 
our  mind  to  perish  like  so  njany  mice  in  a  receiver 
of  mrphitic  ms,  under  the  experiments  of  a  set  of 
new  political  chemists;  or  we  musfi-esort  to  the 
measures  which  we  first  opposed  to  British  aggres- 
sions and  usurpations — to  maintain  that  independ- 
ence which  the  valor  of  our  fathers  acquired,  but 
which  is  every  day  sliding  from  under  our  feet. 
I  beseech  all  those  gentlemen  who  come  from  that 
portion  of  the  Union  to  take  into  serious  consid- 
eration, whether  they  are  not,  by  the  passage  of 
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this  bill,  precipitately,  at  least  without  urgent  oc- 
casion,   now   arming    the    General    Government 
with  powers  hitherto  unknown — under  which  we 
shall   become,  what  the  miserable  proprietors  of 
Jamaica   and    Barbadocs   are    to   their   English 
mortgagees,  mere  stewards — sentinels — managers 
of  slave  labor— we  ourselves  retaining,  on  a  foot- 
ing with  the  slave  of  the  West  Indies,  just  enough 
of  the  product  of  our  estates  to  support  life,  while 
all  the  profits  go  with  the  course  of  the  Gulf 
stream.     Sir,  this  is  a  state  of  things  that  cannot 
last.     If  it  shall  continue  with  accumulated  pres- 
sure, we  must  oppose  to  it  associations,  and  every 
other  means  short  of  actual  insurrection.     We 
must  begin  to  construe  the  Constitution  like  those 
who  treat  it  as  a  bill  of  indictment,  in  which  they 
are  anxious  to  pick  a  tlaw — we  shall  keep  on  the 
windward  side  of  treason — but  we  must  combine 
to  resist,  and    that   effectually,  these  encroach- 
ments, or  the  little  upon  which  we  now  barely 
subsist  will  be  taken  from  us.     With  these  obser- 
vations, Mr.   R.  abandoned  the  question   to   its 
fate. 

When  Mr.  Randolph  had  concluded 

Mr.  Clay  rose  in  reply  to  Mr.  Randolph.  It 
bad  certainly,  he  said,  been  far  from  his  intention 
again  to  trouble  the  Committee  on  the  present 
subject.  He  felt  restrained,  not  only  by  a  con- 
sideration of  the  time  that  had  already  been  spent 
upon  it,  but  also  by  the  state  of  his  own  health  ; 
but  allusions  so  frequent,  and  of  such  a  marked 
character,  had  been  made  to  him,  (especially  by 
the  honorable  gentleman  who  had  just  taken  his 
seat,)  that  he  trusted  it  would  not  be  deemed  a 
trespass  on  the  Committee  if  he  should  briefly 
notice  some  of  them. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Archer,) 
for  the  general  character  of  whose  discussion  he 
felt    the    highest  respect,    and   whose  intelligent 
mind  never  led  him  to  say  what  was  not,  at  least 
worthy  of  serious  consideration,  had  observed,  in 
the  course  of  his  speech,  (which  I  regret  that  I 
heard  only  in  part.)  that  he  was  quite  sure  I  would 
concede  that,  in  ascertaining  what  were  lawful 
means  to  be  taken   for  carrying  into  effect  either 
of  the  granted  powers  in  the  Constitution,  a  con- 
gruity  would  be  required  in  such  means  with  the 
power  to  be  executed.     To  this  I  then  nodded  as- 
sent; and  I  now  repeat  the  expression  of  my  con- 
currence.    But  I  submit  it  to  the  Committee  to 
say,  whether  there  is   any  discrepancy  between 
roads  and  canals  as  a  means,  and  the  transporta- 
tion of  troops  and  munitions  of  war  as  an  end ; 
between  good  roads  as  a  means,  and  the  transpor-' 
tation  of  the  mail  as  an  end  ;  between  roads  and 
canals  as  a  means,  and  the  regulating  and  facili- 
tating of  internal  commerce  as  an  end. 

Another  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Ste- 
venson,) whose  speech  I  had  the  pleasure  of 
hearing  throughout,  alluded  to  a  speech  of  mine 
delivered  on  a  former  occasion,  and  which  con- 
tained, as  he  contended,  sentiments  in  opposition 
to  those  expressed  by  me  in  the  present  debate. 
Although  I  think  it  somewhat  unfair  to  travel  out 
ot  the  proceedings  of  this  House  in  search  of  argu- 
ments advanced  on  a  different  occasion  and^in 


another  body,  yet,  whatever  others  may  sav,  I  for 
one,  have  never  felt  the  slightest  difficulty  in  own- 
ing any  and  every  part  of  the  course  I  have  pur- 
sued, and  in  avowing  the  motives  by  which  I  have 
been  actuated.     It  is  true  that  I  was  opposed  to 
the  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  old  Bank  of  the 
United   States.     My  opposition   to  it  arose  from 
various  motives,  involving  not  merely  the  Con- 
stitutional  question,    but   the  expediency   of  the 
measure.     I  admit  that  I  did  not,  at  that  time,  be- 
lieve that  Congress  could,  constitutionally,  gram 
the  incorporation.     But,  on  another  occasion,  af- 
ter much  experience  had,  in  a  state  of  war  and  in 
the  most  perilous  times,  of  the  urgent  necessity  of 
such  an  institution,  I  did,  on  farther  consideration 
change  my  opinion,  and,  in  having  done  so,  i 
stand   in  company   with   some  of  the  best,   the 
wisest,  and   the  purest  men  of  our  country,  and 
especially  with  that  man  who  most  deserves  the 
gratitude  of  this  country  for  the  establishment  of 
this  Government— I  mean  the  late  Chief  Magis- 
trate of  the  United  States,  and  with  one  not  less 
honest,  though  less  distinguished,  the  present  Gov- 
ernor of  Virginia.     The  conviction   was  forced 
upon  us  by  necessity  and  the  lights  of  experience. 
But,  while  I  acknowledge  this,  I  must,  at  the  same 
time,  be  permitted  to  say,  that  I  think  the  gentle- 
man who  urged  this,  has  utterly  failed  of  estab- 
lishing  the  slightest  contradiction   between   the 
principles  I  then  held  and  those  on  which  I  ad- 
vocate the  present  bill.     His  failure  is  most  sig- 
nal.    He  first  assumes  it  for  granted,  that  if  Con- 
gress does  not  possess  the  power  of  incorporation, 
It  has  no   power  to  make  internal  improvements; 
and  then  he  urges  my  objections  against  the  form- 
er power  to  disprove  the  existence  of  the  latter. 
But  I  am  sure  that,  to  do  away  this  assumption. 
I  may  appeal  not  only  to  his  own  candor,  (for  I 
never  admitted  what  he  assumes.)  but  to  the  ex- 
ample of  his  own  State,  which  has,  at  this  mo- 
ment, a  Board  of  Internal   Improvements,  sanc- 
tioned and  aided  by  the  State  Legislature,  and  yet 
not  incorporated  ;  and  to  the  example  of  this  Gov- 
ernment, which  made  the  Cumberland  road  with- 
out granting  any  act  of  incorporation  to  effect  it. 
So  that,  even  granting  him  the  full  benefit  of  the 
opinion  I  formerly  held  and  expressed  in  the  Sen- 
ate, and  which  he  now  quotes  against  me.  it  does 
not  advance  him  one  step  in  his  argument. 

A  member  on  my  right  (Mr.  Randolph)  has 
done  me  honor  to  notice  an  argument  I  brought 
forward  some  eight  or  ten  days  ago,  and  although 
he  set  out  with  declaring  that  he  should  treat  it 
with  more  respect  than  I  had  treated  that  of  the 
Chief  Magistrate,  I  think  I  may  appeal  to  the 
Committee  to  decide  whether  l^e  has  redeemed 
his  pledge.  Sir,  I  am  growing  old.  I  have  had 
some  little  measure  of  experience  in  public  life, 
and  the  result  of  that  experience  has  brought  me 
to  this  conclusion,  that,  when  business  ol  what- 
ever nature,  is  to  be  transacted  in  a  deliberative 
assembly,  or  in  private  life,  courtesy,  forbearance, 
and  moderation,  are  best  calculated  to  bring  it  to 
a  successful  conclusion.  Sir,  my  age  admonishes 
me  to  abstain  from  involving  myself  in  personal 
difficulties ;  would  to  God  that  I  could  say  I  am 


January,  1824. 


Survtys  for  Roads  and  Canals. 


H.  or  R. 


also  restrained    by  higher  motives.     I   certainly, 
never  sought  any  collision   with  the  gentleman  ' 
from  Virginia.     My  situation,  at  this  lime,  is  pe- 
culiar, if  it  be  nothing  else,  and  might,  I  should 
think,  dissuade  at  least  a  generous  heart  from  any 
wish  to  draw  me  into  circumstances  of  personal 
altercation.     I  have  experienced  this  magnanim- 
aty  from  some  quarters  of  the  House.     But  I  re- 
gret that,  from  others,  it  appears  to  have  received 
no  such  consideration.     The  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia was  pleased  to  say  that,  in  one  point  at 
.lea.st,  he  coincided  with  me — in  an   humble  esti- 
mate of  ray  grammatical  and  philological  acquire- 
ments.    I  know  ray  deficiencies.     I  was  born  to 
no  proud  patrimonial  estate  ;  from  my  father  1  in- 
terited  only  infancy,  ignorance,  and   indigence. 
I  feel  my  defects  ;  but,  so  far  as  my  situation  in 
early  life  is  concerned,  I   may,  without  presump- 
tion, say  they  are  more   my  misfortune   than  my 
fault.     But  however  I   may  regret  my  want  of 
ability  to  furnish  to  the  gentleman  a  better  speci- 
men of  powers  of  verbal  criticism,  I  will  venture 
to  say.  It  is  not  greater   than   the   disappointment 
of  this  Committee,  as  to  the  strength  of  his  argu- 
ment.    Sir,  I    am  no  preceptor;  when   I    desire 
perfect  accuracy  of  definition,  or  correctness  of 
pronunciation,  1  may  go  to  the  highest  authority 
10  this  House — probably  in  this  country — the  gen- 
tleman himself;  but,  in  the  meantime,  I  am  very 
sure  that  my  commentary  on   the  word   in  ques- 
tion, has  not  yet  been  fairly  met  and  refuted.    The 
honorable   gentleman  from    Virginia  has  asked, 
whether,  in  the  preamble  of  the  Constitution,  the 
people  of  the  United  States  are  made  to  say  that 
they  adopt  that  instrument  "  in  order  to  construct 
justice,"  or  to  make  justice.     I  answer,  sir,  in  one 
sense,  yes.     In  all  that  relates  to  that  part  of  the 
penal  code  which  assigns  punishment  to  acts  not 
immoral  m  themselves,  but  only  criminal  because 
prohibited  by  law,  whatever  is  vialum  prohibUum, 
and  not  malum  in  se,  the  law  cnates  the  crime; 
the  crime,  as  such,  had  no  existence  till  the  law 
defined  and   prohibited  it.     Here  criminal  justice 
IS  created,  and  a  crime  is  constructed^  and  vuuie  by 
force  of  law. 

The  gentleman   from  Virginia  says,  that   the 
settled  sense  of  the  Constitution  for  these  thirty 
years  past,   may  be  gathered   from   the   practice 
under  it.     But  if  his  construction  be  true,  no  post 
road  has  yet  been  established  ;  for,  according  to 
him,  every  one  of  them  may  be  abrogated  at  plea- 
sure by  the  Stales.     The  gentleman  has  gone  for 
illustration  to  the  small  but  respectable  State  of 
Delaware — and    has   said    something   about    her 
"  getting  her  back  up,"  and  "  resisting  the  passage 
of  the  United  States  troops."    Sir.  is  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  State  of  Delaware,  or  of  any  other 
State,  large  or  small,  to  resist  and  defeat  the  laws 
of  Congress  made  by  Delegates  from  every  part 
of  the  Union  ?     I  know  that   the  interest  of  the 
Slates  is,  in  general,  a  guarantee  against  any  re- 
sistance on  their  part,  to  the  exerci>e  of  a  power 
so  beneficial  as  that  of  transmitting  the  mail;  but 
we  have  seen   cases  of  contest  between  a  State 
and  the  General  Government,  in  which  their  at- 
tachment to  the  Confederacy  has  not  always  been 
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sufficient  to  restrain  them,  and  we  have  seen  them 
in  peace  and  in  war.  A  late  instance  occurred 
between  the  States  of  New  York  and  Connec- 
ticut. When  men's  passions  get  up,  there  is  no 
telling  before  hand  into  what  measures  they  may 
be  precipitated. 

But,  has  ihe  gentleman  met  my  argument  on 
the  difference  between  the  Constitution  and  the 
old  Confederation  ?  That  the  Government  acts 
under  the  one  by  its  own  intrinsic  energy,  while 
by  the  other,  it  was  dependent  for  every  act  upon 
the  power  of  the  State  Legislatures  f  Has  he 
shown  that  this  principle  of  difference  does  not 
apply  to  post  roads,  as  well  as  to  any  other  branch 
ol  the  powers  of  the  Government  ?  It  is  possible, 
I  admit,  that  cases  may  be  produced,  in  which 
the  sense  which  the  gentleman  attributes  to  the 
word  "establish"  may  hold— but,  in  the  Consti- 
tution,  as  well  as  in  the  President's  Message,  it  is 
used  in  the  sense  for  which  I  contended. 

It  has  been  said  that  one  leading  motive  which 
led  to  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Government, 
was  the  necessity  of  some  general  regulation  for 
foreign  commerce.     I  grant  this ;  but  I  ask,  are 
we  to  refer  to  the  various  motives  which  prevailed 
on  the  people  to  adopi  the  Constitution,  or  to  the 
Constitution  itself,  lor  the  principles  of  its  inter- 
pretation ?     I  will  draw  an  illustration  of  this 
part  of  my  subject  from  the  records  of  that  pro- 
fession, of  which   the  gentleman   from   Virginia 
has  spoken,  in  no  very  respectful  terms,  but  which 
has  produced  in  all  countries  some  of  the  ablest, 
wisest,  and  best  men  that  have  ever  adorned  our 
species.     I  advert   to  a  case  which  is  no  doubt 
familiar  to  the  gentleman's  historical  recollection, 
the  famous  Coventry  act,  which  was  passed  in 
consequence  of  an  affray  that  took  place  in   the 
public  streets  of  London,  between  some  knights 
and  other  persons  of  distinction,  and  which  pro- 
hibited, under  severe  penalties,  the  "drawing  of 
blood  in  the  streets ;"  no  doubt  ever  did  or  could 
exist  as  to  what  was  intended  to  be  prohibited  by 
this  act;  and  yet,  if  its  interpretation  had  been 
limited    by  the  motive  of  its  enactment  or  the 
preamble,  it  would   have  been  restrained  to  the 
particular  case  which  led  to  its    passage.     We 
must  look  into  the  instrument,  to  its  words,  and 
not  out  of  it,  for  its  true  meaning.     Resort  may 
indeed    be  had    to  the   preamble — but  even    the 
preamble  is  not  suffered  to  control  the  interpreta- 
tion.    It  is  only  used  to  assist  in  finding  the  mean- 
ing of  equivocal  and  doubtful  phrases.     So  in  the 
present  case — I  know  that  commerce  and  revenue 
were  leading  considerations  in  the  formation  and 
adoption  of  the  Constitution  ;  but  we  are  to  look 
at  the  words  of  the  grant,  and   though  I  would 
not  say  that  we  are  wholly  to  reject  all  considera- 
tion of  the  motives,  yet   they  are   but  of  small 
avail  in  interpreting  plain  words  in  the  instru- 
ment itself.     Now.  the  self  same  words  being  ap- 
plied in   the  Constitution  to  the  powers  of  Con- 
gress over  internal,  that  are  applied  to  its  powers 
over  external,  commerce,  I  contend  that  all  pow- 
ers given  for  the  one  are  given  for  the  other:  the 
words  are   the  same — the  objects  are  the  same. 
It  is  true,  indeed,  that,  in  the  origin  of  the  Gov- 
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ernment,  it  might  not  be  necessary  to  insist  on 
this  interpretation,  because  there  was  then  no 
pecuniary  naeans  to  exercise  the  power,  or  at  least, 
in  a  very  partial  extent — the  same  may  be  said 
of  the  power  to  establish  post  roads.  The  coun- 
try was  just  out  of  a  distressing  war,  followed 
by  a  distressing  peace.  The  public  revenue  was 
in  such  a  Mate,  that  it  was  doubted  if  it  would 
be  competent  to  pay  the  civil  list — it  is  not  won- 
derful that,  at  such  a  time,  the  Grovernment  did 
not  use  all  the  powers  which  it  possessed. 

Gentlemen    have  misstated,  or  misunderstood, 
what  I  said  in  relation  to  the  exercise  of  powers 
confided  to  the  Government.     I  never  said  that 
simply  not  to  exercise  these  powers  was  treachery  : 
but  that  when  the  public  good  required  their  ex- 
ercise— and   especially  when   none  but  Congress 
could  exercise  them,  when  Congress  must  exercise 
thena,  or  they  would  not  be  exercised  at  all,  then, 
not  to  use  the  power  was  treachery ;  and  I  still 
hold  and  repeat  the  sentiment.     Although  com- 
merce and  revenue  were  at  first  very  leading  mo- 
tives to  the  Federal  Constitution,  are  we  to  limit 
the  Constitution  by  this  rule?     Let  us  remember 
that  then  the  country  had  scarcely  any  interior, 
there  were  few  settlements,  and  but  few  settlers, 
beyond  the  Alleghany  Mountain.     The  whole  in- 
terior has  grown  up  since  the  Constitution  was 
adopted;  and    though  this  gives  no  new  power, 
yet  it  may  and  ought  to  call  forth  every  dormant 
power  conveyed  by  that  instrument,  the  exertion 
of  which  may  tend  to  the  public  prosperity.     It 
presents  a   new  case — new  relations — new  inter- 
ests; and  certainly  it  is  the  duty  of  Congress  to 
look  to  the  whole — to  remember  we  ^ave  an  in- 
ternal as  well  as  an  external  commerce;  and  to 
seek  to  enable  this  country  to  say,  what  has  been 
so  often  proudly  said  in  England — "England  is 
England's  b€st  customer."     I  hope  that  it  will  yet 
be  said,  America  is  America's  best  customer.     Sir, 
a  new  world  has  come  into  being  since  the  Con- 
stitution was  adopted.     Are   the  narrow  limited 
necessities  of  the  old  thirteen  States,  of  indeed  parts 
only  of  the  old  thirteen  States,  as  they  exi.^-ted  at 
the  formation  of  the  present  Constitution,  forever 
to  remain  a  rule  of  its  interpretation  ?     Are  we  to 
forget  the  wanUi  of  our  country  ?     Are  we  to  ne- 
glect and  refuse  the  redemption  of  that  vast  wil- 
derness which  once  stretched  unbroken  beyond  the 
Alleghany?     I   trust  not,  sir.     I  hope  for  better 
and  nobler  things.     The  gentleman  intimates  that 
the  General  Government  may  have  powers  in  time 
of  war  which  it  does  not  possess  in  time  of  peace ; 
but  I  ask,  has  it  any  powers  but  what  it  holds  by 
grant  of  the  Constitution,  expressed  or  fairly  im- 
plied ?     And  if  not,  does  it  not  possess  the  same 
powers  at  all   times?     True  it  is,  that  in  peace 
rnany  of  these  powers  are  not  called  forth  inio  ac- 
tion and  exerci<e — but  they  exist  nevertheless,  or 
the  Constitution  is  a  nullity.     Sir,  is  war  a  source 
of  power?    Is  necessity  a  source  of  power?    Surely 
not.     The  Government  holds  its  powers  not  by 
peace,  or  war,  but    by  the  Constitution.     I    ask 
whether,  while  peace  yet  continues,  the  Govern- 
ment has  DO  powers  which  are  preparatory,  but 
which  bar*  a  direct  relation  to  war  ?     May  it  not 


cast  cannon  ?  May  it  not  provide  muskets,  to  put 
into  the  hands  of  a  hardy  and  gallant  yeomanry? 
May  it  not  make  forts  ?— and  if  it  may  do  all  these, 
do  I  advance  a  single  step,  when  I  ask,  may  it  not 
make  roads  also  ?  Yes  sir.  I  do  say  roads  are  ia 
place  of  forts,  and  in  a  great  measure  dispense 
with  the  necessity  of  building  them  :  roads  collect 
the  movoable  force  of  the  country,  and  condense 
it  on  whatever  point  may  be  attacked  or  threatened 
by  an  enemy.  What  was  told  us,  when,  the  other 
day,  we  voted  for  a  road  in  Arkansas?  That  the 
great  body  of  population  in  that  Territory  was  sep- 
arated by  a  wilderness,  from  that  in  other  States, 
impracticable  and  impassable;  and  we  voted  for 
that  road  as  a  measure  of  defence — and  it  is  a  mea- 
sure of  defence — far  more  efl'ectual  than  fortifica- 
tions would  have  been. 

Another  gentleman   from  Virginia   (Mr.  Ar- 
cher) employed  a  species  of  argument,  the  pro- 
priety of  which  I  again  submit  to  his  candor.     He 
takes  up  all    the  various  Constitutional   sources, 
whence  the  friends  of  the  bill  draw  the  power,  and 
examines  them  separately,  and    in  detail.     And, 
contending   that  no  one  of  them  would    induce 
Congress  to  pass  the  bill,  dismisses  the  whole  io 
succession.     Now,  sir,  is  not  this  treating  the  sub- 
ject upon  grounds  of  expediency  and  not  of  power? 
He  asks  if  you  would  make  these  internal  improve- 
ments for  the  purpose  merely  of  transporting  the 
mail  ?     Or  for  that  of  facilitating  the  distribution 
of  the  public  force  ?     Or  for  that  of  promoting  in- 
ternal commerce  among  the  several  States  ?     And, 
emphatically  pronouncing  the  negative,  in  refer- 
ence to  each  of  those  several  objects,  the  gentle- 
man seemed  to  think  that  the  Committee  ought  to 
come  to  the  same  conclusion  to  wtiich  he  brought 
himself,  that  this  power  does  not  exist.     Is  it  fair, 
thus  to  pass  in  review  the  various  objects,  and  to 
pronounce,  that,  since   no  one  of  them,  consid- 
ered by  Itself,  would  lead  to  the  adoption  of  the 
proposed  policy,  the  bill  ought  not  to  pass  ?     The 
motive  for  the  exercise  of  power  is  one,  and  a  to- 
tally diflerent   thing,  from    the  power   itself.     It 
might  be  conceded,  that  no  one  of  the  objects  sug- 
gested, considered  apart,  would  present  a  sufficient 
motive  to  enact  the  bill;  and  yet,  that  the  aggre- 
gate effect  of  the  whole  of  them  united,  would  pre- 
sent an  adequate   motive.     In  truth,  almost  the 
whole  argument  against  the  bill  is  virtually  an  ar- 
gument on  expediency,  rather  than  power.     The 
gentlemen  argue  from  extreme  cases ;  but,  if  their 
argument  amount.«  to  any  thing,  it  is  good  against 
the  exercise  of  any  power  whatever,  and  applies 
as  much  to  any  and  every  other  power  of  the  Gov- 
ernment,  even    to    those   literally    and    expressly 
granted,  as  it  does  to  the  incidental  power  now  ia 
dispute.     The  power  of  taxation  is  a  power  ex- 
pressly granted  ;  and  taxation  may  be  carried  so 
far  as  to  take  away  the  last  dollar  iVotn  every  man 
in  the  community.     But,  is  this  good  argument 
against  the  existence  of  the  power?     So  gentle- 
men ask  us  if  we  are  going  to  make  80,000  miles 
of  post  roads?     No,  sir;  but  this  does  not  operate 
as  a  reason  why  we  may  not  such  as  are  called 
for  by  the  wants  and  the  safety  of  the  country. 
The  gentleman  from  Virginia  has  reminded  me 
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of  the  many  obligations  conferred   by  this  Gov- 
ernment upon  the  West—and,  among  them,  has 
spoken  of  the  grants  of  land  for  education.     I  ask 
the  gentleman,  Were  not  these  paid  for?     Have 
not  these  school  lots  raised  the  value  of  the  whole 
body  of  United  States  land  by  which   they  were 
surrounded  ?     Sir,  the  Western  States  have  never 
yet  received  any  thing  from  this  Government  for 
which  they  have  not  given  an  equivalent.     They 
have  paid  a  quid  for  every  qm.     Was  the  West 
allowed  to  buy  its  land  of  the  Indians ;  or,  did  not 
the  whole  avails  go  into  your  own   exchequer? 
You  yourselves  desired  it.     And,  as  to  the  Indian 
wars,  were  they  not  necessary  for  the  safely  of  the 
whole  Union  ?     (Here  Mr.  Ranoolph  interposed, 
and  denied  having  adverted  to  the  Indian  wars.] 
If  he  did  not,  said  Mr.  C,  then  I  must  say  he  has 
made  out  a  wretched  list  of  benefits.     Sir,  I  re- 
gret the  introduction  of  such  a  topic.     It  is  one 
on  which  I  should  never  have  dwelt,  unless  forced 
into  its  discussion.     But  I  will  say,  in  leaving  it, 
that  the  sale  of  your  land  to  the  people  of  the 
West,  has  brought  more  money  into  your  Treas- 
ury than  has  been  acquired  in  the  sale  of  the  pub- 
lic domain  of  all  the  Powers  of  Europe  together 
who  own  American  colonies.     I  know  it  may  be 
said   that   there  is  no  compulsion,  and  that  the 
•    whole  of  this  revenue  is  from  voluntary  purchase.  ' 
True,  sir ;  but  is  this  parental  Government  to  look,  I 
in  the  spirit  of  Shylock,  only  at  the  bond  ?     If  its  ' 
policy,  by  whatever  circumstances,  has  practically  i 
operated  to  drain  one  portion  of  the  country  of  its 
money,  ought  not   the  Government,  like  a  wise 
and  considerate  parent,  to  counteract  this  enfee- 
bling process  by  the  adoption  of  a  broad  and  benefi- 
cent national  policy,  especially  when  that  may  be 
done,  not  only  without  doing  injury  to  any  other 
part,  but  so  as  to  advance  the  prosperity  of  all  ? 
With  this  appeal  to  the  equitable  feelings  and  the 
sound  discretion  of  the  Committee,  Mr.  C.  said, 
he  should  close  what  he  had  now  to  say  ;  and,  as 
it  had  been  with  reluctance  that  he  rose,  he  now 
sat  down  with  equal  pleasure. 

Mr.  Clay  having  concluded  ;  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Trimble,  the  Committee  rose  and  reported,  and 
obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

Previous  to  the  Chairman  leaving  the  Chair- 
Mr.  Hamilton  rose  in  his  place,  and  stated  that 
he  wished,  though  in  a  very  informal  way,  to 
make  a  communication,  to  which,  from  its  nature, 
he  was  sure  every  gentleman  would  listen  with 
interest.     The  House  had  all  witnessed,  with  re- 
gret, the  very  unpleasant  altercation  which,  during 
a  late  debate,  had   taken  nlace  between  two  hon- 
orable members  of  this  House.     He  was  now  the 
bearer  of  the  agreeable  intelligence  that,  through 
the  spontaneous  interposition  of  friends,  the  state 
of  fetling  which  arose  on  that  occasion  had  been 
successfully  removed,  and  had  been  exchanged  in 
a  manner  highly  honorable  to  both  the  parties,  for 
a  happier  one  ;  the  gentlemen  had  been  restored 
to  each  other  in  relations  of  mutual  amity  and 
personal  respect,  and  every  painful  recollection  re- 
moved— he  congratulated  the  House  on  so  happy 
an  issue  of  an  affair  which  all  who  witnessed  it 
could  not  but  deeply  deplore. 


Monday,  February  2. 

The  House  proceeded   to  consider  the  proposi- 
j  tion  submitted  by  Mr.  Cook,  on  the  12th  ultimo 
I  to  amend  the  rules  of  the  House :  and,   being 
,  read,  * 

I  Mr.  Taylor  moved  to  amend  the  same,  by 
substituting,  in  place  thereof,  the  following  : 
!  "A  member  having  a  petition  to  offer,  without  a 
formal  presentation  of  it  to  the  Houae,  may  dehver  it 
to  the  Clerk,  his  name  being  endorsed  thereon,  with 
a  memorandum  of  the  standing  committee  to  which 
be  desires  it  to  be  referred;  and  it  shall  be  accordingly 
entered  by  the  Clerk,  under  the  direction  of  the  Speak- 
er, in  the  Journal  of  the  day  upon  which  it  is  so 
offered  ;  reaerving,  however,  to  any  member,  the  right 
to  make,  if  he  deem  it  proper,  a  formal  presentation  of 
the  petition. 

"  If  a  petition  be  erroneously  referred,  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  charged  with  it  may,  through  the 
hands  of  the  Clerk,  pass  it  to  the  chairman  of  the 
proper  standing  committee;  and  an  entry  shall  be 
made  on  the  Journal,  under  like  direction,  discharging 
the  first  committee  from  the  consideration  of  the  pe- 
tition, and  referring  it  to  the  last  mentioned  commit- 
tee, on  the  day  of  such  transfer.  If  there  b«  a  disa- 
greement between  the  chairmen,  the  House  shall  de- 
cide." 


I  : 


The  amendment  being  read,  and  debate  arising, 
the  subject  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Forsvth  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  in- 
habitants of  the  county  of  Camden,  in  the  State 
of  Georgia,  praying  that  measures  may  be  adopted 
for  the  cutting  a  canal  from  the  river  St.  Mary's, 
along  the  southern  extremity  of  the  Oguefenoka 
Swamp,  to  the  waters  of  the  Suwanee  river; 
which  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee  oq 
Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  Neale  presented  the  memorial  of  sundry- 
inhabitants  of  the  town  and  county  of  Alexandria, 
in  opposition  to  the  memorial  of  the  Commoa 
Council  of  Alexandria,  heretofore  presented  to 
this  House. 

Mr.  Mercer  presented  a  memorial  of  sundry 
merchantsand  millers,  in  Prince  William  County, 
in  the  Stale  of  Virginia,  praying  that  the  acts  of 
the  Common  Council  of  Alexandria,  in  relation  to 

theinspectionof  flour, may  be  revisedand amended. 

The  said  memorials  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  Speaker  presented  a  resolution  adopted  by 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Indiana, 
requesting  that  Congress  will  make  provision  for 
the  continuation  of  the  national  road  from  Wheel- 
ing to  the  river  Mississippi ;  which  resolution  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  which 
is  committed  the  bill  for  the  continuation  of  the 
Cumberland  Road. 

The  Speaker  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  praying 
for  the  aid  of  Congress  in  opening  a  canal  navi- 
gation between  the  river  Wabash  and  the  river 
Miami  of  Lake  Erie ;  which  memorial  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  which 
the  bill  upon  that  subject  is  committed, 

Mr.  Jen.nings  presented  a  resolution  adopted  by 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Indiana, 
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respecting  the  continuance  of  the  national  road  to  , 
the  Missfssippi  river,  a  copy  of  that  this  day  pre- , 
sented  by  the  Speaker.— Referred  to  the  select 
committee  appointed  on  the  9th  of  December  last,  ; 
upon  the  subject  of  the  two  per  cent,  fund,  set  ' 
apart  from  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  public 
lands  to  the  making  of  roads. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  by  res-  j 
olution  of  the  I5th  of  December,  and  to  whom 
was  referred  a  memorial  of  inhabitants  of  Fernan- 
dina,  in  Amelia  Island  ;  reported  a  bill  granting  , 
donations  of  land  to  certain  actual  settlers  in  the 
Territory  of  Florida  ;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
the  subject  was  referred  by  resolution,  on  the  24th 
of  December,  and  to  which  was  also  referred,  on  I 
the  22d  December,  a  petition  of  inhabitants  of 
that  part  of  West  Florida  now  attached  to  the 
State  of  Louisiana,  reported  a  bill  supplementary  | 
to  the  several  acts  providing  for  ascertaining  and 
adjusting  the  titles  and  claims  to  land  in  the  Samt  | 
Helena  and  Jackson  Courthouse  land  districts  ; ' 
which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Hamilton,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam King  ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Whittlesey,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Mareen 
Duvall,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his  relief; 
which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Mattocks,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
a  report  on  the  petition  of  Lemuel  Arms,  accom- 
panied by  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which  bill  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Ordered,  That  John  Biddle,  who  contested  the 
election  and  return  of  Gabriel  Richard,  the  dele- 
gate from  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  have  leave 
to  withdraw  his  memorial  and  documents. 

Two  Messages  were  received  from  the  President 
or  THE  United  States,  the  first  of  which  is  in 
the  words  following: 
To  ths  House  of  Reprtsentatices  of  the  United  States : 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  of  the  1 1th  of  December  last,  request- 
ing the  President  of  the  United  States  to  communi- 
cate to  the  House  all  such  pnrts  of  the  correspondence 
with  the  Government  of  Spain,  relating  to  the  Florida 
treaty^  to  the  f>eriod  of  its  final  ratification,  not  here- 
tofore communicated,  which,  in  his  opinion,  it  might 
not  be  inconsistent  with  the  public  interest  to  commu- 
nicate, I  herewith  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary 
of  State,  with  copies  of  the  correspondence  requested. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

WASHTKOToir,  February  2,  1824. 

The  Message  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

[These  document?,  in  extenso,  will  be  found  in 
the  Appendix  to  the  Anuals,  Second  Session, 
Sixteenth  Coi^ress.] 

The  seoOBd  Message  is  as  follows  : 


To  the  House  of  Represeniativts  of  the  United  States  : 

I  transmit,  herewith,  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  together 
with  a  digest  of  recent  commercial  regulations  of  for- 
eign countries,  prepared  in  compliance  with  a  resolu- 
tiuD  of  the  House,  of  the  3Uth  of  January,  1833. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

The  Message  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  * 
Mr.  Rankin  laid  before  the  House  a  communi- 
cation addressed  to  him,  as  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Public  Lands,  by  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  General  Land  Office,  detailing  the 
situation  and  state  of  the  business  in  that  office, 
and  asking  that  provision  may  be  made  for  the 
temporary  employment  of  an  additional  number 
of  clerks;  which  communication  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Brent,  it  was 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  granting  a  pre-emption  right  to  all  persons  who 
are  settled  upon  the  public  lands  on  the  banks  of 
the  Mississippi,  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  and  fa- 
cilitating steam  navigation  upon  said  river. 

Resdved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  passing  a  law  to  encourage  settlement  on  the 
public  lands  upon  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi 
rivtr,  with  a  view  to  improve  the  navigation  of 
I  said  river. 

ResoUed,  That  the  Committee   on  the  Public 

Lands   be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  rights  of 

!  the    Stale  of  Louisiana  to   the  cypress  swamps 

!  within  the  limits  of  said  State,  and  that  such  report 

I  be  made  as  the  rights,  justice,  and  expediency  of 

the  case  may  require. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McCoy,  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  establishing  a  branch  of  the  district  court 
for  the  western  district  of  Virginia,  at  Stanton. 

ADDITIONAL  INDIAN  AGENCIES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke,  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs,  the  orders  of  the  day 
were  postponed,  to  take  up  a  bill  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  two  additional  Indian  agents.  The  House 
accordingly  went  into  Commi'tee  of  the  Whole 


{  on  the  consideration  of  the  bill. 

i  [This  bill  provides,  first — •'  That,  from  and  after  the 
passage  of  this  act,  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  appoint  two  Indian 
agents,  in  addition  to  those  already  provided  by  law, 
to  be  stationed  on  the  western  side  of  the  MtssiMippi, 

i  at  such  places  as  he  may  think  proper. 

i      "Second.  That  the  agents  appointed  according  to  the 

:  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  receive  a  com^H'nsation  for 

I  their  services  of  one  thousand  three  hundred  dollars 
each,  in  full,  and  that  all  rations,  or  other  allowances, 

j  made  to  them,  shill  be  deducted  from  the  sums  here- 
by allowed."] 

On  this  bill,  which  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs  assured  the  House  would 
not  detain  them  ten  minutes,  a  desultory  debate 
arose,  which  continued  till  past  three  o'clock. 

The  object  of  the  bill,  as  well  as  the  circum- 
stances which  gave  rise  to  it,  were  staled  by  Mr. 
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CocKB,  who  referred  the  Committee  to  a  letter  of 
the  Secretary  of  War.  This  letter,  together  with 
a  document  accompanying  it,  exhibiting  the  pres- 
ent number  and  emoluments  of  all  the  Indian  su- 
perintendents, agents,  and  sub-agents,  now  em- 
ployed by  the  United  States,  was  read  at  the  request 
of  Mr.  RANKiN. 

The  expediency  of  the  bill  was  advocated  by 
Messrs.  Cocke,  Conway,  Clay,  and  Cook  ;  and 
opposed  by  Messrs.  Rankin, Ross,  Floyd,  Vance 
of  Ohio,  and  Foot  of  Connecticut. 

The  grounds  insisted  on  in  its  favor  were  the 
disorderly  state  of  the  Indians  on  the  Arkansas 
river  and  its  vicinity,  produced  in  part  by  the  re- 
moval of  the  remnants  of  other  tribes  into  that 
Territory  and  its  neighborhood,  in  consequence  of 
an  exchange  of  their  lands  elsewhere  for  lands 
there.  Some  of  these  were  from  tribes  who  in- 
herited an  ancient  grudge  against  each  other,  and 
almost  the  whole  of  them  were  more  or  less  dis- 
satisfied with  the  arrangement  which  had  placed 
them  there.  They  were  now  in  a  very  lawless 
state,  and  committed  great  depredations  on  the 
property  of  the  settlers;  and  recent  intelligence 
had  been  received  of  actual  hostilities  and  blood- 
shed. Two  agents  were  as  few  as  could  be  as- 
signed for  this  region,  and  it  was  hoped  that  their 
presence  and  influence  with  the  ordinary  means 
employed  in  such  agencies,  would  have  an  opera- 
tion to  restrain  these  excesses. 

The  opposition  to  the  bill  was  directed  chiefly 
against  an  increase  of  the  present  number  of  In- 
dian agents,  many  of  whom  were  represented  as 
having  very  little  to  do,  and  as  enjoying  situations 
that  approached  to  sinecures.  Some  of  these 
might  be  removed  to  the  Arkansas,  if  agents  were 
thought  necessary  there.  It  was  incongruous  to 
increase  the  number  of  Indian  agents,  while  the 
number  of  Indians  themselves  was  on  the  decrease. 
The  Governor  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas  was 
already,  ex  ojfiruj^  an  Indian  superintendent.  The 
legislation,  now  proposed,  would  be  partial  and 
imperfect.  The  entire  system  ought  to  undergo 
a  thorough  revision.  Agents  should  be  removed 
from  places  where  they  were  useless,  and  transfer- 
red to  other  spots  on  our  frontier,  where  their 
presence  was  more  needed,  and  some  of  them 
might  be  dispensed  with  altogether.  Besides,  the 
discontents  of  the  mixed  multitude  of  Indians  who 
had  been  crowded  and  concentrated  on  the  Arkan- 
sas, were  not  to  be  assuaged  by  appointing  agents. 
Those  discontents  were  founded  too  deeply  to  be 
reached  by  such  a  remedy.  They  were  the  con- 
sequences of  the  oppressions  exercised  on  the  In- 
dians in  intrusions  by  the  whites  on  their  hunting 
grounds;  a  practice  that  was  carried  to  a  perni- 
cious excess.  (A  single  white  hunter  often  hav- 
ing thirty,  forty,  and  a  hundred  hands,  employed 
at  once  in  trapping,  while  the  poor  Indian  owned 
but  a  single  trap.)  If  we  would  prevent  the 
further  effusion  of  blood,  it  must  be  by  an  effi- 
cient system  of  measures  putting  an  end  to  this 
practice. 

Mr.  Cocke  moved  to  fill  the  blank,  designating 
the  salary  with  one  thousand  three  hundred  dol- 
lars, which  was  earned. 


An  attempt  was  made  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  ta- 
ble, and  lost — ayes  54,  noes  107. 

Mr.  Scott  proposed  to  amend  the  bill,  by  in- 
serting the  words,  "In  the  Territory  of  Arkansas^ 
and  west  thereof;"  but,  before  the  question  was 
taken,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut, 
the  Committee  rose,  and  asked  leave  to  sit  again, 
which  was  refused  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Cook  then  moved  that  the  bill  lie  on  the 
table — which  motion  prevailed — and  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


Tuesday,  February  3. 

Mr.  Crowninshield,  from  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  rewarding  the  offi- 
cers and  crews  of  two  gigs,  or  small  boats,  under 
the  command  of  Lieutenant  Francis  H.  Gregory, 
of  the  United  States  Navy,"  reported  the  same 
without  amendment,  and  it  was  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Vinton,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  John 
Henry  Rentrope,  reported  a  bill,  authorizing  re- 
payment for  land  erroneously  sold  by  the  United 
States  ;  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Edwards,  from  the  same  committee  to 
which  was  referred  the  petition  of  Sewall  Fullara, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Rist ;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  House  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  William 
Porter,  accompanied  by  a  bill  to  authorize  the  is- 
suing a  register  to  the  brig  William  of  New  York  j 
which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

The  resolution  submitted  on  Friday  last,  by 
Mr.  Tracy,  was  taken  up,  read,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Cocke  laid  the  following  resolution  on  the 
table  for  consideration  on  to-morrow : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  this  House  a  state- 
ment, showing  the  situation  of  any  suit  or  suits  which 
have  been  or  are  now  depending,  in  which  the  United 
States  are  interested,  for  the  recovery  of  the  possewion 
of  a  tract  of  land,  commonly  called  "the  Pea  Patch," 
and  on  which  Fort  Delaware  is  situated,  specifying 
the  amount  of  money  paid  by  the  United  States  in 
each  case,  to  whom  paid,  and  the  times,  respectively, 
by  whom,  on  what  account,  and  from  what  fund. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  a  state- 
ment of  appropriations  for  the  service  of  the  year 
1S23,  showing  the  amount  appropriated  under 
each  specific  head,  the  amount  expended  under 
each,  and  the  balance  remaining  unexpended  in 
the  Treasury  on  the  3lst  of  December,  1823; 
which  letter  and  statement  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  a  com- 
munication from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
accompanied  by  a  letter  from   the  Commissioner 
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of  the  General  Land  Office,  with  all  the  books 

and  reports  of  the  several  boards  of  commissioners 
and  recorder  of  land  titles,  made  out  and  trans- 
mitted to  the  Treasury  Department,  under  the 
several  acts  of  Congress,  and  the  instructions  pre- 
dicated thereon,  relative  to  the  adjustment  of  land 
titles  in  the  former  district  of  Louisiana  and  Ter- 
ritory of  Missouri,  now  State  of  Missouri,  and 
Territory  of  Arkansas,  forwarded  in  obedience  to 
a  resolution  adopted  in  this  House  on  the  14th 
ultimo;  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands. 

Ordfred,  That  the  Message  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  dated  on  the  22d  January,  1823, 
communicated  to  this  House  at  the  last  session  of 
Congress,  accompanied  by  a  report  of  a  survey  of 
the  rivers  Ohio  and  Mississippi,  from  the  rapids  of 
the  river  Ohio  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Missis- 
sippi, be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke,  it  was 
Resolred,  That  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs 
have  power  to  call  for  persons  and  papers  touch- 
ing so  much  of  the  President's  Message  of  the 
2d  of  December,  1823,  as  was  referred  to  said 
committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Owen,  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  were  instructed  to  examine  and  report 
to  this  House  whether,  in  their  opinion,  the  laws 
now  in  force  authorize  the  exaction  of  duties  on 
tonnage  of  barges,  steamboats,  and  other  craft, 
trading  wholly  on  the  waters  of  the  Alabama  and 
Tombigbee  rivers ;  and  whether,  by  the  same  laws, 
licensing  and  enrolling  are  also  required  ;  and  fur- 
ther, if  duties,  and  licensing,  and  enrolling,  in 
such  cases,  are  required  by  law,  how  far  it  is  ex- 
pedient to  revive  the  8th  section  of  the  act  of  the 
1st  May,  1802,  and  of  extending  the  provisions 
thereof  to  the  collection  districts  of  Alabama. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whittlesey,  the  Commit- 
tee on  Commerce -were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  necessity  and  expediency  of  erecting  a  light- 
house at  some  suitable  site  on  the  south  shore  of 
Lake  Erie,  east  of  Chagrin  river  and  west  of  Con- 
neaught  creek. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gcrley,  it  was 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  legality  of  the 
charter  granted  to  the  Orleans  Navigation  Com- 
pany, by  the  government  of  the  late  Territory  of 
Orleans,  on  the  5th  July,  1805,  and  the  right  of 
said  company  to  exact  and  collect  a  tonnage  duly 
on  vessels  navigating  the  river  or  bayou  St.  John, 
in  the  State  of  Louisiana  ;  and,  should  the  com- 
mittee be  of  opinion  that  the  same  is  illegal,  that 
they  report  to  this  House  such  measures  as  they 
may  deem  most  expedient  and  effectual  to  adopt 
to  secure  the  free  navigation  of  said  river. 

Resolved,  That  the  same  committee  be  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  disapproving, 
by  law,  of  the  act  of  the  government  of  the  late 
Territory  of  Orleans,  incorporating  the  Orleans 
Navigation  Company,  passed  on  the  5th  of  July, 
1805. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Andrew  Stevenson,  the 
Conamitiee  of  Commerce  were  instructed  to  in- 


quire into  the  expediency  of  so  amending  the  sev- 
eral laws  relating  to  the  districts  of  Bermuda 
Hundred  and  City  Point,  in  the  State  of  Virginia, 
as  to  permit  ships  or  vessels  arriving  in  ballast  to 
make  entry  in  the  manner  now  provided  by  law, 
for  vessels  laden  with  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rich,  the  Committee  of 
Claims  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  discharging  from  their  liability,  either 
in  whole  or  in  part,  the  sureties  of  Walter  Shel- 
don, deceased,  late  a  district  paymaster  in  the 
Army  of  the  United  Stales. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  authorizing  the 
public  stock  of  the  United  States  to  be  purchased 
and  sold  by  the  courts  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Moore,  of  Alabama,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing resolution :  i 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Jadiciary  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  enacting  a 
law,  explanatory  to  the  treaty  made  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  the  Cherokee  Indiana,  on  the  8th  of 
July,  1817,  in  such  manner  as  ahail  authorize  those 
holding  reservations  in  land  for  life,  with  a  reversion 
in  fee  simple,  to  their  heirs,  to  make  leases  for  a  term 
of  years  of  the  same,  without  incurring  a  forfeiture  of 
their  estate  for  the  want  of  pentonal  residence. 

The  said  resolution  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cook,  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands  were  directed  to  inquire  into  iheex- 

fiedicncv'  of  authorizing  the  PreNident  to  cause  a 
and  omce  to  be  opened  at  some  point  near  the 
route  proposed  for  a  canal,  to  connect  the  waters 
of  Lake  Michigan  with  the  Illinois  river,  when  be 
shall  deem  it  expedient. 

SURVEYS  FOR  ROADS  AND  CANALS. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  (Mr.  Foot  in  the  Chair,)  on  the  bill 
making  provision  for  procuring  the  necessary  sur- 
veys, estimates,  «tc.,  for  roads  and  canals. 

Mr.  Trlmble  having  ceded  his  right  to  the 
floor — 

Mr.  J.  S.  Barbour,  of  Virginia,  rose  and  said: 
In  addressing  the  Committte  upon  this  subject, 
he  labored  under  no  common  share  of  embarrass- 
ment. The  magnitude  of  the  question  itself,  the 
ability  and  eloquence  already  evolved  in  the  dis- 
cussion ;  the  relation  in  which  I  stand  to  a  ma- 
jority of  my  colleagues  on  this  topic — all  unite  to 
increase  the  embarrassment  which  I  feel  in  the 
discharge  of  the  duty  incumbent  upon  me.  While 
these  considerations  give  me,  I  trust,  some  claim 
to  indulgence,  they  make  a  fearless  discharge  of 
that  duty  more  necessary  and  imf>erative. 

Can  this  Government  construct  such  roads  and 
canals  as  are  necessary  and  proper  to  fulfil  its 
Constitutional  obligations?  The  solution  of  this 
quesiion  covers  the  whole  range  of  the  present 
discussion.  It  is  a  question  of  power — of  implied 
power,  conferred  by  that  charter  which  alike 
marks  our  powers  and  our  duties.  The  three 
great  instruments  of  power  given  to  this  Confed- 
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eration  are,  its  Army,  its  Navy,  and  its  right  of 
taxation.     The  duties  enjoined  on  it  are,  the  com- 
mon defence  and  general  welfare.     The  first  pro- 
vides the  means,  the  last  indicates  the  ends  to  be 
attained.     Its  constructive  power  results  from  that 
grant  in  the  Constitution  to  make  all  laws  neces- 
sary and  proper  for  carrying  into  effect  the  mass 
of  power  expressly  granted.     The  subject,  then, 
presents  itself  to  us  from  this  point  of  view — Are 
roads  and  canals  necessary  and  proper,  in  the  full 
exertion  of  the  powers  conferred,  in  order  to  dis- 
charge the  duties  enjoined  ?     Are  they  necessary 
and  proper,  as  a  means  of  providing,  maintaining, 
and  employing  the  Army  and  Navy  of  the  United 
States?     At  the   threshold   of  this   inquiry,  two 
objections,  of  a  character  apparently  insuperable, 
have  been  presented  by  my  colleagues,  (Mr.  P.  P. 
Barbour  and  Mr.  A.  Stevenson.)     The  first  of 
these  gentlemen  has  told  us  that  the  right  of  estab- 
lishing roads  and  canals  involves  the  necessity  of 
exclusive  jurisdiction  ;  that  exclusive  jurisdiction 
has  been  granted  in  certain  enumerated  cases,  and 
that  this  enumeration  is  exclusive,  in  cases  not 
enumerated.     If  the  premises  were  here  correct, 
the   deduction    would    be    irresistible.     But,    Mr. 
Chairman,  is  exclusive  jurisdiction,  in  this  Gov- 
ernment, necessary  for  the  exercise  of  this  power? 
I  apprehend  tliat  it  is  not.     Exclusive  jurisdiction 
has  been  granted  over  the  District  in  which  we 
hold  our  deliberations,  and  over  such  other  terri- 
tory, ceded  with  the  assent  of  the  States,  for  forts, 
arsenals,  dock  yards,  and  other  needful  buildings. 
What  is  the  effect  of  this  exclusive  jurisdiction? 
It  necessarily  carries  with  it  the  sole  and  absolute 
legislative  powers  to  the  full  extent  of  that  juris- 
diction.    It  embraces,  in  its  exercise,  every  subject 
that  can   be   matter  of  legislative,  executive,  or 
judicial  cognizance.     The  wise  fraraers  of  the 
instrument   under    which    we  act,    believed    this 
power  to   be  rightfully  and   safely  vested   in  the 
United  States,  lor  the  uses  which  have  been  ex- 
pre>sly  specified.     The  question   recurs  upon  us, 
Is  this  right  of  exclusive  jurisdiction  necessary,  in 
the  construction  of  these  roads  and  canals  ?    Can- 
not this  Government  acquire  and  hold  the  right 
of  property  in  the  soil,  while  the  jurisdiction  over 
it  IS  still  reposed  in  the  Slate  governments?    Nu- 
merous instances  could    be  cited,   in  which   the 
United  States  may  exert  a  proprietary  right,  to- 
tally apart  from  its  sovereign  rights.     And,  this 
right   being  once  acquired,  what  objection  can 
arise  in  enacting  such  needful  rules  and  regula- 
tions as  tend  to  preserve  it  ?     This  Confederation 
is  expressly  vested  with  authority  to   make  all 
needful  rules  and  regulations  that  may  relate  to 
the    territory,   or   other    property   of  the    United 
States.     Exclusive  jurisdiction,  and  the  right  of 
property,  are  not  inseparable.     I  can  perceive  no 
difiliculty  in  exercising  the  control  which  the  right 
of  property  gives  to  the  one,  and  the  exercise  of 
jurisdiction   by  the  other  government.     If  there 
be  a  violation  ot  any  private  right,  or  of  any  law 
relating  to  the  whole  circle  of  crimes  and  punish- 
ments, committed  upon  such  soil,  then  the  Slate 
claiming  jurisdiction  will  necessarily  take  cogni- 
zance of  such  offences.     Its  code  of  laws  supplies 


the  rule  to  redress  the  wrong,  and  punish  the  de- 
linquent. This  municipal  authority,  to  the  extent 
retained,  is  sovereign  on  the  part  of  the  States, 
and  I  am  unable  to  discern  the  least  peril  of  col- 
liding jurisdictions. 

The  other  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  S.) 
denies  to  this  Confederacy  the  right  to  acquire 
lands  in  the  several  States,  and  if  such  acquisition 
could  be  made,  it  must,  he  says,  be  held  as  one 
sovereign  would  hold  lands  in  the  territory  of  an- 
other.    I  dissent  to  both  these  propositions.     Can 
gentlemen  be  serious  in  denying  to  this  Grovern- 
ment,  created  for  such  great  purposes,  a  power 
which  belongs  to  every  corporate  town,  and  to 
every  turnpike  company  in   the  several   States? 
This  is  not  only  one  of  the  inherent  attributes  of 
its  institution,    but   the  fifth  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  recognises  the  right  to  take  private 
properly  for   public    uses,   connecting  with  that 
right  the  correlative   obligation  of  making  just 
compensation  to  its  owner.     Can  this  right  ot  ac- 
quisition be  construed  to  relate  to  personal  prop- 
erty only?     The  United  States  have  already  ex- 
pended many  millions  of  its  treasure  in  the  pur- 
chase of  lands.     This  right,  by  purchase,  expands 
itself  over  the  boundless  territory  washed  by  the 
waters  of  the  Mississippi,   now  subdivided   into 
several  States.     Is  the  title  to  these  vast  domains 
defective?     Are  the   Representatives  from  these 
States  intruders  within  this  Hall?     A  large  por- 
tion of  territory  was  obtained   by  purchase  from 
the  State  of  Georgia — an  instance  which  will  for- 
bid gentlemen  from  seeking  refuge  in  the  treaty- 
making  power,  to  shun  the  force  of  these  prece- 
dents. 

I  apprehend,  sir,  that  this  Government  is  not 
bound  to  hold  its  lands  in  the  States,  subject  to 
all  the  conditions  which  one  sovereign  may  im- 
pose on  another.    The  two  systems  of  government 
were  designed  to  compose  one  harmonious  and 
consistent  whole,  each  moving  in  its  appropriate 
sphere  of  action,  and  ministering  to  the  common 
weal.      If  there  be  any  proposition  about  which 
there  should  be  no  diversity  of  opinion,  it  is  that, 
to  the  extent  of  the  powers  granted,  this  Govern- 
ment is  supreme;  the  Constitution  has  so  express- 
ed it,  and  the  State  courts  are  positively  required 
to  observe  and  maintain  its  legitimate  supremacy. 
But,  are  the  Stale  governments  sovereign?     The 
10th  section  of  the  first  article  of  the  Constitution 
is  filled  with  limitations  upon  the  sovereignty  of 
the  States.      I  need  not  point  to  them — they  are 
within  the  knowledge  of  all.      And  here  let  me 
take  leave  to  add  one  further  limitation — the  local 
authorities  are  also  controlled  to  the  extent  of  all 
the  means  necessary  and  proper  to  carry  into  effect 
the  delegated  powers  of  this  Government,  be  these 
means  "  municipal,"  or  otherwise.      This  limita- 
tion is  the  obvious  result  of  that  clause  of  the  Con- 
stitution which  claims  for  itself,  and  gives  to  its 
laws  a  supreme  control.     The  conclusion  seems 
to  me  inevitable,  that  this  Government  may  ac- 
quire a  proprietary  riglit  of  soil,  for  national  pur- 
poses, within  the  several  States;  that  this  right  of 
property  draws  after  it  the  power  to  make  all 
needful  rules  and  regulations  affecting  it,  and  that 
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these  powers  may  be  rightfully  exerted,  iodepend- 
eot  on  all  local  authority. 

Congress  can  claim  no  other  powers  than  such 
as  are  expressed,  and  those  which  are  incident  to 
the  express  grant.  There  is  no  language  in  this 
Constitution,  as  in  the  Articles  of  Confederation, 
to  exclude  implied  powers;  on  the  contrary,  this 
class  of  powers  is  bestowed  by  positive  words. 

The  express  powers  are  the  result  of  express  grant;  j  could  be  growed,  manufactured,  and  obtained,  in 
those  which  are  incidental  must,  from  their  char-  ;  the  dock  yard  itself?  Cau  these  be  had  but  by  the 
acter,  necessarily  be  the  result  of  legislative  dis-  •  means  of  transportation  ?  Without  roads  and  ca- 
cretion,  limited  by  the  terms  of  the  Constitution,  j  nals  to  your  forts  and  dock  yards,  the  purpose  in 
No  safer  rule  of  construction  can  be  furnished,  i  dicated  by  their  establishment  would  be  physically 
than  to  interpret  the  words  of  the  instrument  in  j  impracticable.      The  relation   here,   between  the 


but  they  must  be  filled  with  troops,  cannon, 
small  arms,  and  all  the  munitions  of  war.  The 
means  of  transporting  these  are  just  as  necessary 
as  the  forts  themselves.  The  road  that  conducts 
to  the  fort,  is  indispensable  to  its  useful  mainten- 
ance. Again,  for  the  purpose  of  building  a  navy 
you  may  erect  dock  yards.  Can  it  be  supposed,' 
that  all  the  vast  variety  of  materiel  for  shipbuilding 


their  plain  and  obvious  sense,  neither  enlarged  by 
a  spirit  of  encroachment,  nor  checked  by  any  un- 
wise denial  of  the  necessary  powers  to  effect  the 
great  design  of  its  creation.  No  constitution  can 
do  more  than  draw  the  general  boundaries  of  the 


means  and  the  end,  is  not  only  direct,  immediate, 
and  appropriate,  but  absolutely  and  indispensably 
necessary.  Will  such  roads  and  canals  be  taken 
as  part  of  the  forts  and  dock  yards,  or  as  necessary 
to  their  existence  ?     If  the  former,  then  the  power 


government  to  which  it  gives  being.     To  mark  :  belongs  lo  that  class  which  is  conferred  by  express 


the  various  divisions  of  its  power,  would  have  been 
a  task  endless  and  impracticable.  Where,  in  this 
instrument,  can  be  found  a  grant  of  express  pow- 
er, which  does  not  necessarily  require  others  of  a 
character  incidental -and  auxiliary  ?  Powers  that 
are  vital  to  the  existence  of  the  (government,  and 
without  which  it  would  be  unworthy  of  the  wis- 
dom which  created  it,  and  unfitted  to  secure  the 
welfare  of  the  people.  The  security  for  the  faith- 
ful performance  of  these  powers  will  be  found  in 


grant.  If  the  latter,  they  are  necessary  and  proper, 
and  are  classed  with  the  incidental  powers,  by  the 
plain  letter  of  the  Constitution. 

But,  it  is  said  that,  if  the  power  exist  to  cut 
roads  and  canals  for  forts  and  dockyards,  they 
must  be  limited  by  the  necessity  that  creates  them  j 
and  that,  having  created  them  for  these  uses,  the 
power  to  create  ceases,  with  the  use  in  which 
they  are  employed.  U  the  United  States  possess 
this  power  in  any  case,  it  obviates  most  of  the 


the  wisdom  and  virtue  of  those  who  are  chosen  to    difficulty  offered  to  its  exercise,  in  all  cases  ;  inas- 


be  the  guardians  of  the  public  interest.  It  will  be 
found  in  the  language  of  the  Constitution,  which 
limits  their  exercise,  and  forbids  usurpation  ;  and 
if  these  should  prove  ineffectual  safeguards,  there 
remains  the  great  conservative  principle,  which 
springs  from  the  frequency  of  elections.  So  long 
as  this  power  remains  in  the  hands  of  the  people, 
there  is  no  danger  of  abuse.  Jealous  of  their  just 
rights,  and  possessed  of  an  ample  remedy,  they 
will  not  forbear  to  employ  it,  when  duty  shall  bid 
them  to  act. 

I  shall  not  seek  to  derive  the  power  in  ques- 
tion from  that  clause  which  relates  to  post  offices 
and  post  roads.  The  argument  of  the  honorable 
Speaker,  and  that  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  (Mr.  Storr3,)  have  done  so  much  justice 
to  this  branch  of  the  inquiry,  as  to  make  any  effort 
on  my  part  worse  than  idle.  If  I  can  satisfy  the 
Committee  that  this  is  a  necessary  incident  to  the 
military  and  naval  power  of  the  United  States,  I 
flatter  myself  that  I  shall  have  accomplished  all 
that  duty  requires.  If  the  ewrf  be  lawful,  and  within 
the  legitimate  purpose  of  the  Constitution,  it  draws 
after  it  all  the  means  necessary  and  proper  to  at- 
tain that  end.  If  this  be  not  true,  then  the  lan- 
guage in  which  the  Constitution  itself  is  written 
has  lost  its  meaning,  and  the  government  it  cre- 
ates a  mockery  upon  the  intentions  of  its  framers. 

Congress  has  power  to  provide  and  maintain 
armies  and  navies,  as  instruments  necessary  for 
the  common  defence — one  of  the  great  duties 
charged  upon  the  Union.  Connected  with  these, 
express  power  is  granted  to  erect  forts,  arsenals, 
and  dock  yards.  For  what  purpose  are  you  to 
build  forts  ?   They  suffice  the  purposes  of  defence 


much  as  it  develops  the  existence  of  this  power, 
without  involving  exclusive  jurisdiction,  but  car- 
rying a  right  of  properly  in  the  soil,  and  a  con- 
sequent authority  to  enact  all  needful  rules  and 
regulations,  in  relation  to  that  property. 

Let  us,  however,  Mr.  Chairman,  examine  this 
question,  so  far  as  it  is  an  incident  to  the  aggregate 
military  power  of  this  Government.     For  what 
end  is  this  power  given,  and   for  what  purpose 
may  it  be  rightfully  employed  ?     The  Constitu- 
tion supplies   the  answer  ;  "  for  the  common  de- 
fenceand  general  welfare."  I  shall  not  contend  that 
this  language  was  designed  to  infuse  power  into 
this   Confederation,  but  its   manifest   intent  is  to 
impose  an  obligation.     The  duty  which  it  enjoins 
is  co-extensive  with  the  entire  limits  of  this  ex- 
panded and  expanding  Union.    Your  armies,  with 
all  the  circumstance  of  war,  are   to   be  marched 
and  transported  throughout  the  almost  boundless 
extent  of  these  States.    The  untrodden  wilderness 
is  to  be  traversed,  not  only  by  the  footsteps  of  the 
soldier,  but  all  the  munitions  pf  war  must  accom- 
pany him.     What  means  are  most  plainly  adapt- 
ed to  this  end  ?     Gentlemen  have  said  that  post 
roads  were  not  necessary,  on  the  part  of  this  Gov- 
ernment, because  population  precedes  the  necessity 
for  post  roads  ;  and   that   highways  will   be  pro- 
vided, which  suffice  for  post  roads.    But,  can  this 
be  the  case,  in  the  exertion  of  the  military  power  ? 
The  populated  portions  of  our  country  are  not  the 
usual  theatre  of  battles.     The  abode  of  civiliza- 
tion cannot  be  visited  by  the  horrors  of  war  until 
the   frontier   is    passed.     There   often    exists    the 
strongest  necessity  to  transport  troops  to  the  most 
remote  quarter.     The  peace,  the  safety,  and  the- 
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lives  of  our  people,  frequently  depend  upon  the 
rapidity  of  this  transportation.    As  a  mean  to  ac- 
complish the  end,  to  discharge  the  most  sacred 
and   positive  duty  required  by  the  Constitution, 
roads  and  canals  are  strongly  necessary.     They 
are  so,  as  a  further  means  ol  promoting  an  econ- 
omy of  treasure  and  of  blood.     Can  it  be  thought, 
that  this  necessity  exists  only  in   war  ?     Sir,  1 
know  no  power  belonging  to  this  Government, 
with  which  it  is  not  as  fully  clothed  in  peace  as 
in  war.     In  war,  when  all  the  resources  of  the 
nation  are  necessary  for  its  successful  operation, 
is  it  practicable  to  commence  and  prosecute  a  sys- 
tem of  internal  improvements  ?    Peace  is  the  sea- 
son of  preparation.     In  war,  all  our  means  are 
wanted  to  conduct  us  in  safety  through  its  perils. 
If  thai  be  the  only  period  in  which  it  is  Constitu- 
tional to   create   military    roads,  it   is  alike    the 
period  when    it   is  utterly  impracticable,   and  if 
this   argument    be    just,   it   amounts   to   a   total 
denial    of  all   authority    over    this   subject.      A 
state  of  war  renders  it   impracticable,  although 
then  admitted  to   be  Constitutional ;  in  peace,  it 
is  alone  practicable — but,  according  to  this  argu- 
ment, it   is  then   unconstitutional.     The  eflect  of 
this  mode  of  construction  is  to  demand  duties, 
and  deny,  at  the  same  moment,  the  means  of  dis- 
charging them.     As   an  incident  to  the  military 
power,  they  are  eminently  useful.    They  augment 
the  safety  of  the  nation  at  home,  and  increase  its 
respect  abroad.     In   this  view,   public  confidence 
is  enhanced,  while  foreign  nations  are  counselled 
to  respect  a  people,  at  all   times  ready  to  protect 
themselves;  they  tend  to  promote  economy  in  the 
various  employment  and  expenditure  of  the  whole 
military  power  of  the  Union.     By  attaining  these 
great  objects,  our  independence,  honor,  and  pros- 
perity, are  defended   and  secured ;  and,  if  so,  can 
there  exist  a  rational  doubt  that  they  are  neces- 
sary and  proper  in  providing  for  the  common  de- 
fence of  the  whole  United  States,  and  are  there- 
fore, Constitutional  ? 

I  beg  leave  to  offer  a  further  view  of  this  ques- 
tion. The  experience  of  past  ages,  and  the  coun- 
sels of  our  own  constitutions,  instruct  us,  that  the 
chief  defence  of  a  free  people  must  rest  upon  its  mili- 
tia. Trained  to  arms,  and  conversant  with  their 
duties,  they  are  the  defenders  of  our  liberties,  not 
only  against  external  invasion,  but  against  those  in- 
ternal commotions,  the  consequences  of  unprinci- 
pled ambition.  To  the  assaults  of  a  naval  enemy, 
a  large  portion  of  our  country  is  peculiarly  vul- 
nerable. If  we  rely  upon  the  militia  as  an  arm 
of  defence,  it  behooves  us  to  provide  the  facilities 
of  rapid  transportation  to  each  assailable  point. 
Such  an  enemy  will  be  always  clothed  with  a 
capacity  to  fly  or  fight,  as  his  inclinations  may 
direct.  Your  means  of  resistance  must  eminently 
depend  upon  the  promptness  which  you  can  gather 
your  forces  around  him.  Should  you  not  provide 
these  facilities,  the  Government  must  station  re- 
gular troops  at  the  numberless  assailable  points. 
Apart  from  the  vast  expense  of  such  a  militarv 
establishment,  I  shudder  for  the  dangers  with 
which  it  would  encompass  the  liberties  of  the  peo- 
ple.    Standing  armies  have  always  been  viewed 


as  engines  of  despotism,  and  as  hostile  to  the  ex- 
istence of  all  free  institutions.  The  kindred  af- 
fections, by  which  all  its  parts  are  lied  together, 
the  attachment  to  its  chief,  which  is  locked  up  in 
the  arms  of  military  discipline,  the  etprU  du  corps, 
which  is  Its  strongest  sentiment,  united  with  that 

Erinciple  which  counsels  man  to  feel  power  while 
e  forgets  right,  all  combine  to  fill  the  public 
mind  with  alarm  and  with  jealousy  towards  such 
establishments. 

Several  gentlemen,  who  have  participated  in 
the  debate,  admit  the  incidental  powers,  and  have 
given  us  a  rule  oi  construction  which  limits  them, 
by  a  direct,  immediate,  and  appropriate  relation 
to  the  end  designed ;  and  yet,  when  they  apply 
this  rule,  its  interpretation  denies  a  choice  of  all 
the  means  to  attain   the  end.     The  Constitution 
never  intended  to  deny  to  Congress  a  choice  of 
means.     Is  the  end  legitimate  ?     Is  it  plainly  and 
distinctly  within  the  scope  of  the  Constitution? 
Then  all  the  incidents  necessary  and  proper  be- 
come the  subject  of  legislative  discretion.     The 
Constitution   confers  on  Congress  the  power  to 
call  forth  the  militia,  in  order  to  suppress  insurrec- 
tion, repel  invasion,  and  execute  the  laws.     Here 
the  end  is  expressly  declared,  and  the  means  is  ex- 
pressly indicated  ;  and  yet,  1  presume,  none  will 
deny  that  we  have  power  to  execute  our  laws  by 
other  instruments  than  the  militia  ;  that  we  may 
suppress  insurrections  by  the  regular  army,  or  that 
we  may  employ  the  same  force  to  repel  invasion* 
If  such  constructions  of  gentlemen  be  correct,  we 
should  be  compelled  to  rely  exclusively  upon  that 
mean  which  the  Constitution  directs  to  attain  the 
end  to  which  it  points.     If  these  walls  could  speak, 
or  rather  if  the  foundation  of  this  building  could 
instruct  us  by  its  warning  voice,  we  might  be  coun- 
selled of  the  dangerous  character  of  such  interpre- 
tations of  the  Constitution. 

The  alarm  expressed  in  relation  to  '•  State  rights," 
is,  to  my  mind,  entirely  fallacious.  The  power 
sought  to  be  exerted,  is  only  seen  and  felt  in  the 
improving  hand  of  the  National  Government  over 
the  territories  of  the  States.  It  invades  no  right — 
it  trenches  upon  no  jurisdiction — it  is  only  known 
in  the  "  blessings  it  confers."  The  National  Gov- 
ernment can  usurp  no  jurisdiction  over  the  States, 
and  all  the  enactments  of  Congress  upon  this  sub- 
ject, are  dependent  on  the  States  for  their  execu- 
tion. The  local  jurisdiction  is  not  only  unimpaired, 
but  this  dependence  of  the  one  Grovernment  upon 
the  other,  to  the  extent  of  that  dependence,  en- 
larges the  power  of  the  Slates,  and  diminishes 
that  of  the  Union. 

The  time  was,  when  it  became  necessary  to 
augment  the  powers  of  the  States  to  their  utmost 
limits,  by  enlarged  rules  of  construction.  A  spirit 
of  encroachment  had  found  its  way  into  the  Ad- 
ministration of  theConfederacy, which  many  of  our 
wisest  heads  and  purest  hearts  believed  to  threaten 
the  preservation  of  popular  government.  The 
freedom  of  the  press  was  trammelled  and  the  lib- 
erty of  speech  denied.  It  was  m  the  State  govern- 
ments alone,  that  these  rights  were  fully  possessed. 
Upon  their  ramparts  the  banner  of  resistance  was 
planted  ;  and  through  their  agency  a  revolution 
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of  public  sentiment  was  achieved,  which  allayed 
the  fears  of  the   people,  and  stayed  the   restless 
march  of  power.     In  the  ardor  of  patriotic  devo- 
tion, and  in   the  zeal  which  a  glorious  cause  in- 
spired, it  is  not  matter  of  surprise,  that  a  sphere  of 
action   should    be   allotted    to   the   States,  which 
might    be  incompatible  with  the  full  exertion  of 
all  the  functions  of  the  confederated  government 
The  events  of  the  late  war  supply  us  with  some 
monitory  lessons  upon  this  subject.     These  cannot 
be  forgotten ;  some  of  them  are  traced  in  blood, 
and  others  will  long  remain  as  monuments  of  hu- 
man error,  and  of  the  fallacy  of  those  errors  where 
"reason  is  left    free  to  combat  them."     Does  the 
honorable  member  from  Vermont  recollect  that, 
under  the  pretext  of  State  rights,  the  Governor 
and  Captain  General  of  his  own  Slate  invoked 
his  militia, by  proclamation,  to  abandon  the  service 
of  the  United  States,  at  the  very  moment  a  pow- 
erful foe  was  endeavoring  to  devastate  our  northern 
frontier,  and  to  whelm  it  in  the  horrors  of  war? 
Whose  patriot  yeomanry  wear  the  honors  of  re- 
pelling with  scorn  and  indignation  this  unworthy 
invitation  ?     What  but  those  rules  of  rigid  con- 
struction supplied  some  of  the  Northern  members 
of  this  Confederacy,  with  the  hollow  pretence  of 
State  rights,  to  strip  the  national  arm  of  some  of 
the  most   salutary   powers?     Nor  was  this   all; 
measures  >  ere  concerted,  to  arrest  and  divert  the 
revenue  of  the  nation  ;  a  convention  of  delegates 
assembled,  whose  agents  were  deputed  to  beard 
the  Government  in  the  moment  of  its  greatest  ex- 
tremity ;  to  paralyze  the  measures  of  resistance, 
and  to  proclaim  its  impotence  to  an  arrogant  and 
insulting  foe,  who  openly  threatened  to  lay  waste 
every  assailable  point ;  the  camp  itself  became  the 
forum  of  Constitutional  exposition  ;  no  one  who 
cherishes   an   exulting  pride  in  the  glory  of  his  ! 
country,  or  that  has  a  heart  to  feel  for  its  calami-  | 
ties,  can  forget  the  scene  before  Queenstown.     A  , 
gallant  chief  conducted  our  undisciplined  troops  { 
into  the  enemy's  country.     Victory  had   already  j 
perched  upon  our  standard,  when  the  co-operat- 1 
log  aid  of  expected  reinforcements  was  suddenly  I 
checked  by  Constitutional  difficulties.     Disasters  i 
speedily  clustered  over  our  hopes,  and  a  nation's 
honor  wept  and  blushed  over  the  wasted  blood  of  I 
our  people,  and  the  sullied  lustre  of  our  arms.     A  I 
construction   widely  different   was  given   by  the  ! 
people  of  the  West,  and  as  different  was  the  result.  I 
They  sought  the  foe,  they  fought  and  conquered  | 
him;  triumph  sat  upon  their  brow,  and  the  joy  of 
victory  gladdened  a  nation's  heart.     A  practical  I 
illustration  is  here  presented  of  these  two  systems  ! 
of  Constitutional  construction.  j 

It  is  time  to  adopt  just  and  wholesome  princi- 
ples of  interpretation.     I  have  no  pleasure  in  re-  '■ 
ferring  to  instances  of  delinquency,  nor  should  I  j 
have   done   so,  but   for  the  anxious  fears  which  I 
gentlemen  express  for  the  rights  of  the  Stales,  and  ) 
an  apprehension  of  a  departure  from  those  rules 
of  construction  which  they  deem  sacred.     P'or  the  | 
preservation  of  those  rights,  I  feel  a  solicitude  as  ; 
deep  and  anxious  as  any  member  here.     While  I  i 
cherish  this  sentiment,  I  cannot  be  insensible  to  the 
dangers   of    their   encroachment.     Some   of  the 


events  to  which  I  have  alluded  give  me  cause  to 
fear,  that,  in  times  of  public  trouble,  there  is 
greater  danger  of  anarchy  among  the  members  of 
this  confederation,  than  of  tyranny  in  its  head. 

The  agency  of  the  Slates  in  the  organic  estab- 
lishment of  this  Government  must  at  all  times 
give  them  great  power.  Let  the  Slates  withhold 
from  the  Union  its  means  of  providing  a  Senate 
and  Executive,  and  this  Government  must  at  once 
moulder  in  its  ruins.  So  long  as  each  is  duly 
awake  to  a  sense  of  the  blessings  this  Union  con- 
fers, and  of  the  obligations  which  it  imposes,  I  fear 
no  danger — the  system  will  continue  one  harmo- 
nious and  consistent  whole.  When  political  cor- 
ruptions shall  have  confounded  these  obligations, 
It  will  be  in  vain  that  we  seek  safety  in  the  writ- 
ten forms  of  the  Constitution — it  needs  not  a 
"  prophet's  fire"  to  foretell  its  dissolution.  Our 
best  security  is  to  be  found  in  the  virtue  and  intel- 
ligence of  tne  people.  Jealous  of  their  rights,  and 
rich  in  this  possession,  I  ask  no  pledge  but  their 
unceasing  vigilance. 

I  must  beg  leave,  in  closing,  to  express  my  re- 
gret that  a  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr. 
Stewart)  should  have  deemed  this  a  fit  occasion 
to  complain  of  what  he  considers  the  Virginia 
principles  of  construction.  Sir,  it  is  to  these  prin- 
ciples that  this  Union  is  eminently  indebted. 
They  gave  being  to  your  Constitution,  and  a  shield 
to  your  national  independence.  Tliey  stayed  the 
wild  career  of  a  mad  and  faithless  Administra- 
tion, and  arrested  the  giant  strides  of  ambition. 
They  cherished  that  love  of  country  which  dis- 
played its  generous  and  fearless  spirit  in  every 
theatre  where  danger  menaced,  or  where  duly 
summoned.  They  gave  to  liberty  a  resting  place 
among  us«  and  diffused  its  blessings  through  this 
land.  They  teach  us  to  promote  public  prosper- 
ity, to  cherish  kindred  sympathies,  to  cement  the 
bonds  of  union,  to  perpetuate  these  blessings  to 
posterity.  And,  believing  that  this  bill  may  min- 
ister to  these  beneficent  purposes,  I  shall  cordially 
give  it  my  support. 

When  Mr.  Barbour  had  concluded — 

Mr.  Tucker,  of  Virginia,  said,  that  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  (Mr.  Storrs)  would  see, 
from  the  speech  of  his  colleague  (Mr.  J.  S.  Bar- 
bour) wt:o  had  just  sat  down,  that  with  regard 
to  the  Constitutional  doctrines  which  he  had  con- 
sidered as  peculiarly  Virginian,  there  was  some- 
what of  the  same  diversity  in  Virginia  as  in  other 
States;  and  he  ought  to  have  recollected  that  the 
same  doctrines  had  been  zealously  supported  by 
one  gentleman  from  his  own  Slate,  (Mr.  Wood,) 
and  another  from  Vermont,  (Mr.  Mallary.)  He 
had  aliO  characterized  the  arguments  brought  to 
support  a  rigid  construction  of  the  Constitution  as 
Virginia  metaphysics,  and  it  was  not  the  first  time 
that  the  remark  had  been  made  in  that  House. 
But  if  any  blame  was  to  be  attached  to  letting 
the  argument  turn  on  mere  political  abstractions, 
the  other  side  must  come  in  for  their  full  share,  as 
thty  had  drawn  the  nicest  distinctions  between 
municipal  powers,  and  national  and  political  and 
various  other  species  of  powers.  Mr.  T.  said  be 
should  not  follow  their  example,  both  because  he 
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had  no  talent  for  that  species  of  reasoning,  and 
because,  after  the  propoMiion  is  established  that 
the  power  in  question  is  municipal  or  national,  or 
of  any  other  particular  class,  nothing  is  gained  in 
the  argument,  and  the  parties  are  still  left  to  differ 
about  the  meaning  of  the  terms.  He  should  keep 
clear  of  these  refinements,  and  endeavor  to  adhere, 
in  the  discussion,  to  the  dictates  of  plain  common 
sense.  And,  although  he  did  not  promise  himself 
that  he  should  change  a  single  vote  in  the  Com- 
mittee, it  was  possible  that  what  he  might  say 
might  have  some  effect  elsewhere;  and,  though  it 
may  fail  to  convince,  it  might  excite  some  trains 
of  thought  that  may  be  improved  by  others  pos- 
sessed of  greater  powers  than  his  own. 

Mr.  T.  said  he  was  sorry  that  so  much  time  had 
been  expended  in  this  debate  to  prove  the  advan- 
tages of  roads  and  canals.  This  was  surely  un- 
necessary in  the  present  day.  A  large  portion  of 
the  labor  of  every  country  is  expended,  not  in 
producing  useful  commodities,  but  in  conveying 
them  from  the  parts  where  they  are  redundant  to 
those  where  they  are  wanted;  and  the  saving  in 
this  labor  of  tran^-po^lation,  afforded  by  roads  and 
canals,  often  makes  the  difference  between  a  rich 
and  a  poor  country.  He  was  as  sensible  of  their 
advantages  as  any  one,  and  had  been  always 
ready  to  contribute  his  feeble  aid  in  imparting 
them  to  the  Slate  of  which  he  was  a  Representa- 
tive. Bui  he  was  opposed  to  the  sy>tcm  of  which 
the  present  bill  proposed  to  lay  the  foundation, 
not  only  because  it  was  beyond  the  sphere  of  the 
powers  confided  to  us  by  the  Constitution,  but 
because  he  thought  it  of  dangerous  political  ten- 
dency, with  regard  to  the  relative  powers  of  the 
General  and  State  Governments,  and  unwise  as  a 
measure  of  national  economy. 

Mr.  T.  said  he  did  not  propose  to  say  much  on 
the  constitutionality  of  the  bill,  as  that  branch  of 
the  subject  had  been  already  very  fully  and  ably 
discussed.  He  should,  however,  trouble  the  Com- 
mittee with  some  remarks  on  the  clause  respect- 
ing post  offices  and  post  roads,  in  ihe  examination 
of  which,  he  hoped  he  should  be  excused  for  in- 
dulging in  verbal  criticism.  In  doing  so,  he 
should  but  follow  the  example  of  the  Speaker — 
and,  indeed,  when  the  meaning  of  a  clause  in  the 
Constitution  turns  on  a  single  word,  as  in  this 
case,  and  its  meaning  is  disputed,  there  is  no  other 
mode  of  ascertaining  the  meaning  of  that  instru- 
ment. He  thought  the  meaning  could  be  missed 
only  by  too  much  subtlety  and  refinement,  as 
many  who  might  have  found  gold,  if  they  had 
confined  themselves  to  the  surface,  had  lost  it  by 
searching  too  deep  for  it.  The  Speaker  disclaims 
all  other  sources  of  the  power  to  make  roads  and 
canals,  than  is  to  be  found  in  this  clause.  If  it 
is  here,  it  is  given  by  the  word  estaUUh.  He  says, 
establish  means  to  originate  and  create,  rather 
than  to  adopt  or  designate.  I,  in  part,  agree  with 
him,  said  Mr.  T.;  but  it  often  signifies  neither 
the  one  nor  the  other.  The  simjde  import  of  the 
word  is,  to  give  stability  lo,  and  the  object  thus 
made  stable,  may  originate  at  the  same  time,  or 
it  may  not.  Mr.  T.  here  gave  several  illustrations 
of  the  meaning  of  the  word,  in  all  of  which,  it 


signified  to  give  stability  of  some  kind — of  truth, 
or  certainty,  or  law.  In  no  case  of  legislation 
does  it  import  a  physical  act,  but  merely  to  give 
to  some  subject  the  stability  of  law.  But,  if  it  be 
admitted  that  it  is  synonymous  with  make  or  cre- 
ate, it  would  not  advance  the  purposes  of  the  ar- 
gument, as  it  would  simply  mean,  to  create  by 
legislative  enactment. 

Nor  has  the  Speaker  adverted  to  the  difference 
between  establishing  a  road  and  a  post  road.  The 
State  might  make  a  road,  while  the  act  of  Con- 
gress made  the  post  road,  which  distinction  Mr. 
T.  further  illustrated  by  examples.  If  any  doubt, 
said  he,  exists  on  this  subject,  the  sense  in  which 
the  word  has  been  invariably  used  by  the  Legis- 
lature, from  the  origin  of  the  Government,  ought 
to  be  considered  as  the  correct  one ;  and  our 
statute  book  is  filled  with  instances  of  post  roads 
that  have  been  established,  though  no  roads  have 
been  madt.  But,  again,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  word 
establish  has  not  a  stronger  signification  than  the 
words  abolish  or  discontinue,  which  are  used  in 
contradistinction  lo  it ;  and  yet,  when  we  speak 
of  discontinuing  a  post  road,  no  one  considers  it 
as  stopping  up,  or  even  discontinuing,  the  road 
itself,  but  merely  as  depriving  it  of  the  property 
of  being  the  channel  of  conveyance  for  the  mail, 
which  the  law  had  imparted  to  it;  and,  in  like 
manner,  to  establish  a  post  road  is  nothing  more 
than  to  give  to  a  road  the  same  property. 

Mr.  T.  said  that,  in  expounding  the  Constitu- 
tion, he  had  made  it  a  rule,  ever  since  he  had  had  a 
seat  on  that  floor,  to  avoid  refinements  of  construc- 
tion as  much  as  possible,  and  to  understand  the 
language  as  it  was  used  by  persons  of  plain  com- 
mon sense;  and  this  for  two  reasons — one  was, 
that  its  wise  framers  no  doubt  intended  that  the 
words  of  an  instrument  which  was  made  in  the 
name  of  the  people,  and  meant  to  act  on  the  peo- 
ple, should  betaken  in  their  popular  signification  ; 
and  another  was,  because,  on  all  controverted  ques- 
tions about  the  Constitution,  the  people,  from 
whom  all  power  is  derived,  must  be,  at  their  elec- 
tions, if  no  where  else,  its  final  arbiters  and  ex- 
pounders. Let  us  then  apply  this  rule  of  construc- 
tion. What  are  the  words  that  would  have  been 
probably  used  if  the  Constitution  had  meant  to 
give  the  power  contended  for?  These  would 
nave  been  vuxke  or  construct,  and  not  e>tablish;  and 
let  me  ask,  if  one  was  to  inquire  who  established 
a  particular  post  road,  would  the  inquiry  be  un- 
derstood to  apply  to  the  construction  of  the  road 
itself,  or  to  the  property  or  quality  which  the  law 
had  imparted  to  it  ?  Would  any  one  think  of  the 
spades  and  shovels  by  which  the  road  was  made, 
or  merely  of  the  Legislature  which  had  converted 
it  into  a  mail  route? 

But  again,  Mr.  Chairman,  said  Mr.  T.,  the 
power  of  constructing  roads,  insisted  on  by  the 
advocates  of  this  bill,  is  a  much  greater  power 
than  that  of  making  them  the  channels  of  con- 
veying the  mail.  It  is  greater  in  the  cost  of  exe- 
cuting it,  and  greater  in  its  bearings  and  conse- 
quences. A  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr. 
Stewart)  has  told  us,  that  the  expense  of  trans- 
porting the  mail  on  the  Cumberland  road  was 
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formerly  sixty  dollars  per  mile,  (now  reduced  to 
thirty,)  but  the  cost  of  constructing  it  has  been,  I 
believe,  upwards  of  ten  thousand  per  mile,  the  in- 
terest of  which  is  ten  times  the  cost  of  transporting 
the  mail.  Now,  supposing  the  words  to  be  am- 
biguous in  their  meaning,  is  it  reasonable  to  con- 
strue them  to  give  the  l^ger  power,  when  the 
smaller  will  stitisfy  the  words,  and  when  the 
framers  of  the  Constitution  could  so  easily  have 
used  the  unequivocal  language  of  making  or  con- 
structing roads,  if  it  had  been  their  intention  to 
give  such  power  ? 

Mr.  T.  then  remarked,  that  perhaps  he  had  said 
rnore  than  was  necessary  to  show  that  this  clause 
did  not  specifically  give  the  power  to  construct 
roads,  as  nearly  all  the  gentlemen  who  bad  fol- 
lowed the  Speaker  had  virtually  given  up  this 
point  by  deriving  the  power  from  some  other  part 
of  the  Constitution.     But  some,  who  could  not 
persuade  themselves  it  could  be  found  in  the  right 
to  establish  post  roads,  think  that  it  may  be  found 
in  that  clause  which  gives  all  powers  that  are 
necessary  and   proper   for  carrying   the  specific 
powers  into  execution;   and   that  the  power  to 
construct  roads  is  a  necessary  power  to  give  ef- 
fect to  the  power  of  establishing  post  roads,  in  the 
limited  sense  in  which  we  understand  it.     But 
said  Mr.  T.,  the  Constitution  was  made  for  men 
and  things  as  they  are,  not  as  they  possibly  might 
be.     It  did  not  mean  to  provide  for  extreme  and 
highly  improbable  cases,  and   I  entirely  concur 
with   the  Speaker,  that   it  is  unfair   to   test  the 
Constitution  by  remote  possibilities.     Those  who 
framed  it  knew  that  wherever  there  were  people 
there  were  roads ;  that  these  must,  necessarily,  go 
hand  in  hand  with  settlement  and  population  :  that 
their  own  convenience,   their  necessities,  would 
compel  them  to  make  roads  to  their  ordinary  mar- 
kets, their  courthouses,  their  places  of  worship. 
Sir,  our  whole  territory  is  intersected  with  roads, 
and  there  is  not,  perhaps,  a  square  of  three  miles 
in  the  United  States,  having  a  jwpulation  of  ten 
persons  on  it,  in  which  there  is  not  a  road  suffi- 
cient for  the  transportation  of  the  mail.    Nothing, 
then,  can  be  more  unnecessary  than  such  a  power 
in  Congress;  and  when  we  remember  with  what 
a  cautious  and  jealous  spirit  power  was  doled  out 
to  the  General  Government  by  the  States,  it  may 
fairly  be  presumed  that,  if  they  had  imagined  the 
case  in  which  the  General  Government  had  wanted 
a  road  in  opposition  to  the  wishes  of  the  State 
through  which  it  was  to  pass,  they  would  not 
have  ^ranted  the  power.     Sir,  no  questions  excite 
more  interest,  or  are  litigated  with  more  warmth, 
than  disputes  about  roads.     In  Virginia,  contests 
concerning  them  are  often  carried  on  through  all 
the  courts  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest ;  and  the 
question  is  not  there,  as  it  commonly  is  in  more 
thickly  settled  countries,  who  shall  have  a  road 
near  him,  but  who  shall  get  rid  of  it,  because  it 
often  imposes  on  the  landholder  the  burden  of  ad- 
ditional fencing.     When  they  found  that  the  ex- 
ercise  of    a    jurisdiction   bv   their    own   courts 
excited   so   much   heart-burning   and   contention 
among  the  people,  it  is  one  of  the  last  powers 
they  would   have   surrendered  to  a  Government 


that  was  new,  and  in  a  manner  foreign  to  them. 
Sir,  in  such  extreme  cases  as  have  been  supposed 
to  show  the  necessity  of  this  power,  we  must 
always  rely  on  the  discretion  and  good  sense  of 
those  on  whom  the  Constitution  was  intended  to 
operate,  and  it  was  no  more  necessary  to  provide 
for  them  on  this  subject,  than  it  was  to  provide 
for  compelling  the  States  to  choose  Senators  or 
Electors.  They  will  do  so  for  their  own  sakes, 
and  the  moment  a  law  for  that  purpose  becomes 
necessary,  it  ceases  to  have  operation,  and  the 
Government  becomes  dissolved.  Against  these 
remote  contingencies,  the  good  sense  and  good 
feelings  of  the  people  are  the  only  security. 

But,  it  has  been  said,  that,  if  Congress  do  not 
possess  the  power  of  making  roads,  a  State  may 
obstruct  the  mail  when  it  pleases.  But,  can  any 
thing  be  more  improbable  than  the  supposition 
that  the  people  will  deny  themselves  the  conve- 
nience and  benefits  of  the  mail,  of  hearing  from 
distant  friends,  of  corresponding  on  business,  of 
gratifying  their  curiosity,  for  the  mere  purpose  of 
thwarting  the  General  Government  ?  Sir,  in  the 
times  of  the  most  violent  party  spirit,  in  the  hot- 
test opposition  that  the  Government  has  ever  ex- 
perienced, no  one,  not  even  the  Hartford  Conven- 
tion, would  have  purposely  given  any  obstructions 
to  the  mail.  They  were  all  anxious  to  get  the 
news  ;  and  it  is  absurd  (if  so  indecorous  an  ex- 
pression may  be  allowed)  to  suppose  that  men  are 
to  act  against  their  most  natural  feelings  and 
their  plainest  interests.  If,  however,  there  should 
be  occasional  instances  of  wilful  okwtruciion,  the 
law  may  act  on  the  individual,  and  that  aflbrd; 
sufficient  security  to  the  interests  of  the  General 
Government. 

Mr.  T.  said  it  was  unnecessary  to  take  up  fur- 
ther time  on  this  clause  ;  he  would,  however,  be- 
fore he  dismissed  it,  make  a  single  remark  in 
reply  to  the  gentleman  from  New  York.  (Mr. 
Storrp.)  who  had  supported  the  Speaker's  con- 
struction of  this  clause.  In  one  particular,  said 
T.,  I  agree  with  him.  If,  to  establish,  means  to 
creatt,  I  admit  that  he  has  established  the  prin- 
ciple he  insists  on  ;  for,  it  is  not  to  be  found  in 
the  Constitution.  But  this  is  a  sense  in  which  I 
believe  few  will  concur  with  us. 

Mr.  T.  now  adverted  to  the  power  of  regulating 
commerce,  from  which  the  gentleman  from  Dela- 
ware, (Mr.  McLane.)  derived  the  power  of  con- 
structing roads,  and  said,  that  he  should  not  at- 
tempt to  answer  the  ingenious  arguments  of  that 
gentleman,  both  because  he  had  not  found  leisure 
to  investigate  this  branch  of  the  subject,  and  be- 
cause he  anticipated  a  full  and  satisfactory  answer 
to  it,  from  one  of  his  colleagues,  who  would  follow 
him  in  the  debate.  He  would,  however,  remark, 
that,  if  that  gentleman  had  trusted  less  to  political 
abstractions  and  technical  distinctions  about  the 
different  species  of  power,  and  consulted  the  good 
sense  for  which  he  is  so  distinguished,  he  would 
have  been  conducted  to  very  different  conclusions. 
He  had  given  an  extent  of  signification  to  the  word 
"  regulate,"  which  was  justified  neither  by  the  im- 
port of  the  word  itself,  by  the  history  of  the  Con- 
stitution, nor  by  other  parts  of  that  instrument. 
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Mr.  T.  »aid  he  would  call  the  attention  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Delaware,  to  a  clause  that  bad  not 
been  adverted  to  in  debate,  and  would  appeal  to 
his  candor,  whether  it  did  not  present  a  serious 
difficulty  to  bis  construction  of  the  Constitution. 
That  gentleman  derives  the  right  to  make  roads, 
from  the  right  to  regulate  the  internal  commerce 
between  the  States,  by  land  as  well  as  by  water; 
but  a  clause  in  the  9ih  section  of  the  1st  article,  pro- 
hibits Congress  from  making  any  discrimination 
in  favor  of  the  ports-of  one  State,  over  those  of  an- 
other. And  it  is  fair  to  presume,  that  they  might 
have  given  such  preference,  but  for  the  prohibition. 
Now,  if  the  gentleman  from  Delaware  is  right, 
that  we  have  the  right  of  regulating  internal  com- 
merce between  the  States,  it  follows,  that  Con- 
gress may  make  unjust  discrimination  in  the  in- 
terior of  the  country,  which  they  are  restrained 
from  making  at  the  ports.  There  can  be  no  rea- 
son for  this  distinction.  The  States  meant  to  ae- 
cure  to  themselves  perfect  equality,  on  this  delicate 
and  important  subject.  But,  to  what  purpose  for- 
bid discrimination  at  the  ports,  if  it  could  be  made 
on  roads  and  canals  ?  The  only  answer  that  can 
be  given  is,  that  the  commerce  on  the  latter  was 
never  contemplated,  and  the  coasting  trade  was 
all  that  was  intended  by  the  trade  between  the 
Slates.  The  gentleman  from  Delaware  also  said, 
that  if  Congress,  under  its  express  power  to  regu- 
late commerce  among  the  States,  had  not  also  the 
power  to  facilitate  it,  by  making  roads  and  canals, 
It  would  be  in  the  power  of  any  State  to  obstruct 
the  trade  between  other  Slates,  which  passed 
through  it;  but  there  was  sufficient  protection 
against  this  mischief,  in  that  clause  of  the  Consti- 
tution which  secures  to  the  citizens  of  one  Slate 
the  privileges  of  every  other,  taken  along  with  that 
regard  which  every  State  may  be  expected  to  have 
to  its  interests.  The  evil  was  too  remote  and  im- 
probable, to  have  made  the  power  contended  for, 
necessary,  or  to  furnish  any  argument  for  its  exist- 
ence. 

As  to  the  power  of  Congress  to  make  war,  to 
raise  and  support  armies,  Mr.  T.  said,  he  could 
not  see  how  that  could  be  made  to  give  the  power 
to  adopt  a  system  of  internal  improvement.  It  is 
true,  it  may  be  occasionally  necessary  to  make 
a  road  or  canal  to  a  fort  or  an  arsenal,  but  in  this 
case,  the  road  or  canal  is  a  mere  appendage  to  the 
military  work.  It  is,  in  fact,  a  part  of  the  work 
itself.  Yet  that  circumstance  can  no  more  give  a 
power  to  make  roads  or  canals  over  the  whole 
Union,  than  to  extend  any  other  operation  which 
the  Government  may  find  it  convenient  to  carry 
on  within  the  limits  of  their  exclusive  jurisdiction. 
Such  a  |K)wer  cannot  be  necessary  to  the  exercise 
of  the  military  power,  as  we  have  raised  and  sup- 
ported armies  in  two  wars,  without  making  roads 
and  canals;  nor  has  any  nation  in  Europe  found 
the  direct  exercise  of  this  power,  though  it  is  in- 
dubitably possessed,  essential  to  its  military  ope- 
rations, except  in  the  way  that  it  has  been  exercised 
here  during  the  temporary  exigencies  of  war. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  said  Mr.  T.,  if  we  had  this 
power,  there  seems  to  me  to  be  strong  reasons  why 
we  should  not  exercise  it.    And  I  would  ask  the 


further  patience  of  the  Committee,  while  I  offer 
some  objections  to  the  bill  which  seem  to  me  to  de- 
serve their  serious  consideration.  It  is  very  clear, 
that,  if  we  engage  in  a  general  system  of  internal 
improvement,  it  will  bring  with  it  an  extensive 
exercise  of  internal  legislation.  Large  sums  of 
money  must  be  drawn  irom  the  people,  and  again 
expended  in  the  construction  of  roads  and  canals. 
It  must  take  a  good  deal,  also,  to  keep  them  in  re- 
pair, as  every  rain  that  falls,  and  every  frost  does 
them  more  or  less  of  injury.  The  construction 
and  superintendence  of  these  public  works  will  re- 
quire a  long  train  of  officers ;  for  it  is  conceded 
that  the  United  States  are,  themselves,  to  conduct 
roads  and  canals,  and  not  by  the  agency  of  incorpo- 
rated companies — and  you  can  act  only  by  means  of 
delegated  power.  There  must  also  be  new  tribu- 
nals erected  to  enforce  the  numerous  contracts 
which  the  system  implies,  and  to  punish  the  inju- 
ries to  which  the  works  will  be  exposed,  as  the 
State  courts  refuse  to  exercise  jurisdiction  under 
your  laws.  All  this  apparatus  must  occasion  a 
prodigious  accession  to  the  power  and  influence  of 
the  General  Government,  and  especially  to  the 
Executive  branch  of  it.  Mr.  Chairman,  our  sys- 
tem of  Government  is  admirably  adapted  to  our 
circumstances.  No  other  could  secure  the  bles- 
sings of  civil  liberty  to  so  extensive  a  territory, 
with  such  diversified  interests.  But  it  is  evident 
that  Its  preservation  depends  upon  some  very  deli- 
cate circumstances,  which  are  necessary  to  main- 
tain the  just  equilibrium  between  the  power  of  the 
General  Government  and  that  of  the  States.  It 
is  a  problem  yet  to  be  solved,  to  which  of  the  two 
opposite  dangers,  of  consolidation  and  disunion,  we 
are  most  exposed.  I  know  that  some  of  the  most 
patriotic  and  far-sighted  men  in  the  nation  have 
differed  on  this  question.  In  forming  our  opinion 
on  It,  we  can  draw  no  lights  from  history,  and 
have  to  rely  solely  on  our  own  powers  of  reflection 
and  sagacity.  But  whatever  may  have  been  the 
relative  strength  of  the  two  powers  at  the  adoption 
of  the  Constitution,  there  is  an  obvious  cause  for 
the  continual  increase  in  the  power  of  the  General 
Government  to  be  found  in  the  multiplication  of 
the  States.  As  the  number  of  these  increase?,  the 
relative  weight  of  each  proportionally  diminishes. 
Thus  Virginia,  when  the  General  Government 
first  went  into  operation,  was  about  one-sixth  of 
the  Union,  now  she  is  not  more  than  one-tenth. 
Virginia  and  Maryland  together  have  not  more 
relative  weight  than  Virginia  had  alone.  But  it 
is  clear  that  the  same  power,  divided  between  two 
Slates,  cannot  act  with  the  same  efi'ect  as  when  it 
is  united  in  one;  and  that  they  are  not  likely  to 
act  as  efficiently  in  opposing  the  measures  of 
the  General  Government,  either  by  means  of  their 
Representatives,  or  by  operating  on  public  opinion. 
Even  if  we  suppose  them  actuated  by  the  same 
views,  and  co-operating  in  the  same  course  of  op- 
position, still  the  jealousies  and  dissensions  of  al- 
lies are  proverbial,  and  are  founded  in  the  strong- 
est principles  of  our  nature.  And  whether  the  ob- 
ject of  the  General  Government  be  to  pass  a  sedi- 
tion law,  to  repeal  a  judiciary  law,  to  incorporate 
a  bank,  or  to  adopt  a  system  of  roads  and  canals, 
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the  opposition  which  the  States  may  be  disposed 
to  make  to  these  measures,  as  unconstitutioDal, 
must  be  weakened  by  dividing  among  the  several 
States  the  powers  which  had  been  previously  pos- 
sessed by  one.  In  that  case,  the  causes  of  dissen- 
sion may  be  as  strong  as  the  motives  to  union.  It 
is  thus,  Mr.  Chairman,  as  it  seems  to  me,  that  the 
power  of  the  Greneral  Government  is  continually 


increasing. 


But  perhaps  it  may  be  said  that  this  efiect  of 
the  addition  of  new  States  was  foreseen,  and  taken 
into  account  by  the  framers  of  the  Constitution. 
But  this  could  not  have  been  the  case.  When 
the  Constitution  was  adopted,  the  Mississippi 
was  our  boundary,  and  the  acquisition  of  that  ex 


istration  will  be  found  to  have  come  from  the 
seaports,  where  there  are  collectors  and  tide- 
waiters  and  others,  holding  offices  at  the  pleasure 
of  the  Executive,  There  will  no  doubt  be  found 
exceptions,  but  such  is  the  general  rule;  and  if 
this  has  been  the  effect  already,  what  will  it  be 
when  the  President  of  the  United  States  shall  be 
the  Chief  Magistrate  of  fifty  or  an  hundred  mil- 
lions of  people?  The  lustre  of  the  office  of 
President  increases,  not  in  proportion  to  the  in- 
crease of  patronage,  but  in  a  much  higher  ratio. 
It  is  with  this,  as  with  the  diamond— -double  the 
quantity  may  give  ten  times  the  value.  When 
the  accessions  of  power  and  dignity  to  the  Execu- 
tive of  the  United  States  must  necessarily  be  so 


tensive  and  fertile  country  west  of  it,  which  is  to  j  great,  and  when  they  have  such  an  imposing  ef- 
have  so  much  effect  in  altering  the  relative  weight  |  feet  on  the  minds  of  men,  ought  we  not  to  be 


of  any  one  State,  was  at  that  time  never  dreamt 
of.  Mr.  T.  here  remarked,  that  New  York  pre- 
sented a  case  directly  opposite  to  that  of  Virginia. 
She  had  once  but  one-tenth  of  the  political  power 
of  the  Unio.n.,  and  she  now  has  one-sixth.  But 
the  last  census  shows  that  this  increase,  in  her 
relative  strength,  cannot  go  on.  It  has  received 
little  accession  in  the  last  ten  years,  as  28  mem- 


very  cautious  how  we  increase  them  ? 

But,  said  Mr.  T.,  gentlemen  seem  to  have  taken 
it  for  granted,  that  the  General  Government  is 
more  able  to  effect  internal  improvements  than 
the  several  States.  But  I  think  the  proposed  sys- 
tem as  unwise  on  the  score  of  national  economy, 
as  it  is  mischievous  in  its  political  tendency.  The 
power  of  the  General  Government  to  improve  the 


bers  on  this  floor  bear  nearly  the  same  proportion  \  whole  Union  is  not  greater  than  that  of  each 
to  185,  as  her  present  number  34  bears  to  213;  1  Slate  to  improve  its  own  territory.  Sir,  if  this 
and  I  may  venture  to  predict  that  in  ten  years  system  is  adopted,  the  money  drawn  from  the 
more,  or,  if  not  in  ten,  in  twenty,  as  the  vast  and  j  community  appropriated  to  its  execution,  will  be 


fertile  valley  of  the  Mississippi  fills  up  with  the 
numbers  it  is  one  day  destined  to  support,  her 
proportionate  weight  in  the  Union  will  begin  to 


fairly  distributed  among  the  several  Stales,  or  it 
will  not.  If  we  suppose  unfairly,  that  will  be  a 
fruitful  cause  of  jealousy  and  discontent,  and  fur- 


diminish,  though  her  actual  numbers  may  go  on  i  nishes  a  sufficient  objection  to  the  measure.     But, 
increasing.     My  colleague,  said  Mr.  T.,  who  has  j  if  it  is  to  be  distributed  in  just  proportion,  there 


just  sat  down,  has  adverted  to  the  opposition 
made  to  the  General  Government  during  the  late 
war — and  this  furnishes  me  with  another  illustra- 
tion. Sir,  if  the  State  of  Maine  had  been  then 
separated  from  Massachusetts,  it  can  scarcely  be 
doubted  that  her  weight,  instead  of  being  added 
to  the  opposition,  would  have  been  thrown  into 
the  scale  of  the  General  Government.  She  would 
have  operated  as  an  antagonist  power  to  her 
parent  State,  and  rendered  her  efforts  harmless. 

Nor  is  this  all.  The  relative  powers  between 
the  Representative  and  the  Executive  branches  of 
this  Grovernment  are  of  little  less  importance  than 
that  between  the  General  and  the  State  Govern- 
ments. The  appointment  of  so  many  officers,  and 
the  establishment  of  so  many  courts,  as  a  general 
system  of  internal  improvement  supposes,  must 
make  a  very  great  addition  to  the  power  and  pat- 
ronage of  ihe  Executive,  and  materially  affect 
that  equipoise  which  the  Constitution  intended. 
Nothing  would  be  more  likely  to  affect  the  inde- 
pendence of  this  House,  than  the  circumstance 
that  every  member  had  in  his  district  from  fifty 
to  an  hundred  persons  holding  lucrative  offices,  at 
the  pleasure  of  the  President,  who  would  be  al- 
ways ready  to  oppose  him  when  he  opposed  the 
Executive.  Sir,  said  Mr.  T.,  to  judge  of  this  in- 
fluence, let  us  look  into  the  history  of  the  Na- 
tional Legislature,  and  without  wishing  to  be 
understood  as  alluding  to  the  present  time,  or  to 
any  individuals,  I  will  venture  to  say,  that  the 
most  complaisant  supporters  of  the  present  Admin- 


can  be  no  advantage  to  the  several  States,  for  tBe 
whole  can  be  but  equal  to  all  its  parts.  Thus,  if 
you  expend  half  a  million  in  the  Slate  of  Virginia, 
which  you  had  previously  drawn  from  the  people 
of  Virginia,  wherein  is  she  a  gainer  by  the  opera- 
lion?  Nor  can  the  General  Government  procure 
that  minute  and  accurate  local  information  which 
is  required  by  the  system,  as  easily  as  the  States. 
But,  Mr.  Chairman,  said  Mr.  T.,  I  consider  any 
plan  of  making  roads  and  canals  by  the  direct 
agency  of  the  Government,  as  unwise.  It  takes 
away  the  best  security  against  rash  and  unprofi- 
table schemes  of  imj)rovement.  The  sagacity  of 
individual  self-interest,  is  essential  to  guard  against 
the  waste  of  the  national  capital.  There  are 
several  monuments  of  this  danger  in  Europe.  If 
my  memory  does  not  deceive  me,  one  is  afforded 
by  Spain,  and  another  in  the  north  of  Europe,  in 
which,  after  the  respective  Grovernments  had  ex- 
pended millions  in  attempting  some  improvement 
of  navigation,  the  works  were  found  to  be  useless. 
Nor  let  It  be  supposed  that  we  are  exempt  from  a 
simitar  danger.  We  may  all  remember  that,  after 
two  or  three  hundred  thousand  dollars  were  ex- 
pended in  fortifying  the  battery  of  New  York,  it 
was  discovered  ihat  the  work  was  of  no  value  as 
a  national  defence,  and  we  gave  it  back  to  the 
State,  without  being  able  to  get  paid  for  the  value 
of  the  materials.  Such  an  error  as  this  was  less 
likely  to  have  been  committed  by  a  State,  and 
still  less  by  an  individual.  If  we  engage  in  this 
magnificent   scheme   of    internal    improvement, 


1341 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1342 


Pebroary,  1824. 


Surveyn  for  Roads  and  Canals. 


H.  OP  R. 


must  we  not  always  be  liable  to  be  deceived  and 
misled,  when  our  local  knowledge  in  our  extensive 
country,  must  be  so  imperfect,  and  when  so  many 
will  be  interested  in  making  misrepresentations? 
Sir,  let  it  be  known  that  the  twenty  millions, 
which  was  the  sum  recommended  by  Mr.  Galla- 
tin, are  provided  for  internal  improvement,  and, 
my  life  for  it,  this  city  will  swarm  with  hundreds 
of  projectors,  with  their  maps  and  plans,  beauti- 
fully illuminated,  electioneering  for  business;  and 
as  they  would  succeed  according  to  their  address, 
and  means  of  conciliating  favor,  the  result  would 
be,  that  we  should  have  roads  without  travellers, 
and  canals  without  navigation,  and  perhaps  with- 
out water. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  T.,  gentlemen  may  object  that 
New  York  has  furnished  an  example  that  a  Gov- 
ernment is  not  unfit  to  execute  these  great  under- 
takings. It  is  true  that  New  York  has  achieved 
a  splendid  work  at  her  own  expense — but  he  was 
not  sure  that  a  private  company  would  not  have 
executed  it  at  a  less  cost.  Sir,  said  Mr.  T.,  I 
wish  not  to  undervalue  the  merit  to  which  New 
York  IS  entitled  for  her  great  Western  Canal.  I 
thank  her  for  furnishing  so  conclusive  a  proof 
that  this  bill  is  unnecessary ;  but  let  not  gentle- 
men from  that  State  be  startled  it  I  yet  express  a 
doubt  whether  that  great  work  was  not  prema- 
ture ;  I  know  that  it  is  of  prodigious  benefit  to 
those  who  live  near  it;  but  still,  it  be  may  ques- 
tioned, whether  it  was  precisely  the  most  advan- 
tageous mode  in  which  the  capital  of  the  Slate 
could  be  expended.  The  cost  of  the  canal  has 
been,  I  understand,  about  six  millions,  the  annual 
interest  on  which  is  three  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars. Now,  I  believe,  the  amount  of  lolls  last 
year,  was  but  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  from 
which  are  to  be  deducted  the  cost  of  management 
and  repairs,  leaving,  probably,  little  more  than  an 
interest  of  about  one  and  a  half  per  cent. 

And  this,  Mr.  Chairman,  said  Mr.  T.,  brings 
rae  to  notice  the  remark  of  the  gentleman  who 
introduced  this  bill,  (Mr.  Hemphill,)  who,  aware 
of  the  objections  that  would  arise  from  the  small 
profit  offered  by  some  of  the  projected  canals,  said, 
that  a  canal  may  be  profitable  to  the  community, 
though  it  may  not  be  so  to  the  stockholders.  This 
proposition  is  sometimes  true,  but  it  must  be  re- 
ceived with  much  allowance  and  caution.  It  is 
true,  where  lolls  are  not  as  great  as  the  saving  in 
the  labor  of  transportation  would  justify.  But, 
wherever  this  saving  of  labor  is  not  sufficient  to 
yield  a  profit  as  well  to  those  who  make  the  canal 
as  to  those  who  use  it,  we  may  safely  pronounce 
that  a  country  is  nol  ripe  for  it. 

Great  stress  was  laid  by  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  on  the  canals  of  England.  But, 
Mr.  T.  said,  he  thought  their  example  might  have 
furnished  that  gentleman  wiih  a  stronger  argu- 
ment against  the  policy  of  the  system  he  recom- 
mended, than  in  its  favor.  It  is  not  enough  for 
him  to  rely  on  the  superior  cheapness  of  water 
over  land  carriage.  Sir,  the  construction  of  a 
canal  may  be  a  good  or  a  bad  thing,  according 
t»  circumstances.  It  is  very  advantageous  in  a 
rich  and  thickly  settled  country  to  exchange  the 


surplus  products  of  the  different  parts,  and  to  relieve 
their  reciprocal  wants;  but  in  a  country  that  is 
poor,  and  thinly  settled,  and  passing  through  barren 
mountains,  in  which  there  is  nothing  to  exchange, 
it  would  be  a  mere  waste  of  the  national  capital. 
Of  the  four  thousand  miles  of  canal  of  which 
England  can  boast,  and  the  eighty  or  an  hundred 
thousand  miles  of  road,  if  she  has  so  many,  I  be- 
lieve I  am  warranted  in  saying,  not  one  mile  was 
ever  made  by  the  Government.  Their  turnpike 
roads  and  canals  are  always  made  by  joint  stock 
companies,  and  whenever  one  would  be  really 
beneficial,  individual  capital  and  enterprise  are 
always  found  ready  to  engage  in  the  undertaking. 
And  can  it  be  supposed,  if  the  system  now  pro- 
posed was  a  good  one,  that  that  Government, 
which  so  well  understands  its  interests,  especially 
its  commercial  interests,  would  not  have  discov- 
ered its  advantages  ? 

It  may,  however,  be  objected  that,  from  the 
redundancy  of  private  wealth  and  capital,  in  that 
country,  their  system  of  making  roads  and  canals, 
by  incorporated  companies,  is  easy  and  proper, 
while  here,  from  the  scarcity  of  capital,  it  is  im- 
practicable. But,  so  long,  Mr.  Chairman,  as  your 
Government  can  borrow  money  at  five  per  cent., 
and  your  bank  stocks  yield  an  annual  profit  of  but 
six  or  seven  per  cent.,  there  will  be  no  difficulty 
in  finding  men  ready  to  undertake  any  road  or 
canal  that  will  yield  sometliing  like  the  same  in- 
terest. It  is  to  no  purpose  to  say  that  the  natural 
interest  of  money  is  higher  in  this  country  than  it 
is  in  England — for,  be  that  natural  interest  what  it 
may,  whether  you  suppose  it  six,  eight,  or  ten  per 
cent.,  if  your  road  or  canal  do  not  afford  that  pro- 
fit, it  shows  that  the  country  is  not  ripe  for  that  un- 
dertaking, and  that  the  money  required  to  execute 
it,  will  find  some  more  profitable  employment,  if 
left  in  the  hands  of  the  people.  Let,  however,  any 
road  or  canal  be  proposed,  whose  profit  will  repay 
the  cost,  according  to  the  standard  of  the  country ; 
and,  be  assured,  sir,  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in 
procuring  the  money  to  execute  it. 

The  advocates  for  the  system  of  internal  im- 
provement insist  that  the  Constitutional  power 
of  the  States  is  not  sufficient  to  execute  those 
great  works,  in  which  the  interests  of  several 
States,  or  perhaps  of  the  whole  nation,  are  in- 
volved. But  there  is  no  difficulty  on  this  subject, 
whether  the  proposed  road  or  canal  passes  through 
one  State  or  many.  It  has  been  repeatedly  stated, 
in  the  course  ot  the  debate,  that  two  or  more 
Stales  cannot  enter  into  a  compact,  but  the  pro- 
hibition in  the  Constitution  extends  only  to  trea- 
ties. The  2d  clause  of  the  10th  section  1st  arti- 
cle of  the  Constitution  expressly  recognises  their 
right  to  make  compacts  with  the  consent  of  Con- 
gress, and  it  can  hardly  be  supposed,  that  if  they 
wished  to  enter  into  a  compact  lor  the  purpose  of 
making  a  canal.  Congress  would  refuse  its  consent. 
But,  if  you  were  to  refuse,  ihey  may  act  inde- 
pendently of  you.  They  can  effect  their  object 
by  concurrent  acts  of  their  own  Legislatures.  On 
this  subject,  I  do  not  speak  from  speculation,  but 
from  actual  history.  The  State  of  which  I  am  a 
Representative,  united  with  the  State  of  North 
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Carolina  to  improve  the  narigation  of  the  Roa- 
noke, and  by  concurrent  Legislative  acts,  without 
asking  your  consent,  they  incorporated  a  joint 
stock  company,  which  has  lately  accomplished 
its  objects.  The  States  of  Maryland  and  Virgi- 
nia have  in  the  same  manner  united  in  making 
the  Potomac  Canal. 

Mr.  T.  said  that,  before  he  sat  down,  he  would 
call  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  the  cele- 
brated report  of  Mr.  Gallatin,  on  which  some  of 
the  advocates  of  this  bill  had  so  much  relied.  It 
would  appear  that  the  power  which  they  now 
deem  so  clear,  it  was  then  taken  for  granted, 
Congre.ss  did  not  possess,  (and  here  he  read  a 
passage  from  the  report.)  He  thought  this  ought 
to  produce  in  their  minds  some  doubts  whether 
they  really  pos.sessed  this  power.  But,  if  we  had 
the  power,  and  no  dangers  were  to  be  appre- 
hended to  the  just  equilibrium  which  ought  to 
exiit  among  the  different  branches  of  our  com- 
plex system  of  Government,  still  the  example  of 
England  onght  to  teach  us  that  the  proposed  plan 
of  making  roads  and  canals  is  not  a  wise  one. 
He  had  much  more  to  say,  but  he  had  already  tres- 
passed too  long  on  the  patience  of  the  Committee. 
He  hoped  the  Committee  might  be  induced  to 
take  some  of  his  suggestions  into  consideration  ; 
and  he  begged  them  to  remember  that  our  legis- 
lation at  the  present  time  went  far  to  give  to  our 
Government  its  future  character ;  that  this  nation 
was,  as  yet,  comparatively  in  its  infancy,  and 
"  as  the  twig  is  bent  the  tree's  inclined.'' 

Mr.  RivEs  followed  Mr.  Tdcker  on  the  same 
side;  and,  having  made  some  progress  in  his 
speech,  gave  way  at  4  o'clock  for  a  motion  to 
rise,  when  the  Committee  obtained  leave  to  sit 
again. 


if 


Wednesday,  February  4. 

Mr.  McCoy,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Joshua  Bennett, 
accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which  bill 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  VijjTON,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  to  which  was  referred,  on  the  12th  ultimo, 
the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Territory 
of  Arkansas,  made  a  report  thereon,  accompanied 
by  a  bill  concerning  pre-emption  rights  in  the 
Territory  of  Arkansas  ;  which  bill  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  state- 
ments of  all  contracts  made  by  the  War  Depart- 
ment in  the  year  1823 ;  which  were  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  a 
communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, accompanying  a  statement  exhibiting  the 
duties  accruing  on  merchandise  imported,  and 
drawback  payable  on  merchandise  exported,  dur- 
ing the  years  1820,  1821,  and  1822;  which  was 
also  laid  on  the  table. 

The  resolution  yesterday  offered  by  Mr.  Cocke, 
(calling  for  certain  information  respecting  the  Pea 
Patch.)  was  called  up,  and  adopted. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Newton,  the  bill  for  issuing 
a  register  to  the  brig  William,  of  New  York,  was 
taken  up. 

Mr.  N.  read  the  report  on  which  the  bill  was 
founded. 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  called  for  the  reading 
of  the  documents. 

[This  vessel  had  a  British  register,  was  strand- 
ed, got  off,  again  sunk,  was  raised,  and  brought 
into  the  port  of  New  York,  and  there  underwent 
such  repairs  as  made  her  virtually  a  new  vessel; 
and  by  the  British  navigation  laws  had,  in  conse- 
quence, forfeited  her  register.] 

A  conversation  arose  on  this  subject,  in  which 
Messrs.  Newton  and  Cambreleng  advocated, 
and  Messrs.  Foot,  Cocke,  and  McLane,  opposed 
the  pa.ssaffe  of  the  bill  to  a  third  reading ;  and,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  McLane,  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

SURVEYS  FOR  ROADS  AND  CANALS. 

The  House  then  again  went  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  making  provision  for  sur- 
veys, Ac,  on  roads  and  canals. 

Mr.  Rives  said  if  the  importance  of  any  ques- 
tion can  give  it  a  claim  tu  attention,  none  is  more 
worthy  of  profound  consideration  than  the  one 
now  under  discussion.  It  is,  in  the  first  place,  a 
question  of  Constitutional  right,  involving  the 
true  interpretation  of  that  instrument,  from  which 
we  derive  our  existence  as  an  independent  mem- 
ber of  the  Government,  and  to  which  we  are 
bound,  by  the  highest  obligations,  to  conform  to 
our  legislative  conduct.  But  this,  although  the 
most  important  as}>ect  which  any  subject  can  as- 
sume, under  a  limited  Constitution,  is  not  the 
only  interest  which  belongs  to  the  present  ques- 
tion. Its  decision  must  have  a  pervading  influ- 
ence upon  the  future  policy  of  the  country.  If 
that  decision  should  be  in  favor  of  the  power  con- 
tended for  by  the  advocates  of  the  bill,  it  will  be- 
come the  foundation  of  a  system  of  legislation 
which  1  cannot  regard  otherwise  than  as  inau- 
spicious to  the  liberties  and  dangerous  to  the  best 
interests  of  the  nation.  Under  these  impressions, 
incompetent  as  I  am  to  do  justice  to  the  subject, 
or  in  any  degree  to  match  the  ability  which  has 
been  so  conspicuously  exhibited  in  Us  discussion, 
I  am  yet  urged  by  a  sense  of  duty  to  contribute 
the  small  mite  of  my  humble  exertions  in  defence 
of  what  I  deem  the  cause  of  the  Constitution,  and 
the  principles  of  sound  policy.  I  am  aware,  Mr. 
Chairman,  that,  in  inve.>iigations  of  this  sort,  gen- 
eral reasonings  from  the  spirit  of  the  Constitu- 
tion are  not  absolutely  conclusive.  The  ultimate 
inquiry  must  be,  what  the  framers  of  the  Consti- 
tution have  done,  as  evidenced  by  the  instrument 
itself,  rather  than  what  they  intended  to  do.  But 
if  we  can  ascertain  what  was  the  leading  inten- 
tion by  which  they  were  guided,  in  organizing 
the  powers  of  the  GovtTnment,  a  strong  presump- 
tion arises  that  they  have  done  nothing  inconsist- 
ent with  that  intention.  What,  then,  permit  me 
to  ask,  was  the  cardinal  principle  which  directed 
the  Convention  in  the  extcution  of  their  great 
work  ?  It  was  this :  to  transfer  to  the  care  of  the 
General  Government  those  objects  only  in  which 
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all  the  States  have  a  common  interest,  leaving 
those  in  which  the  States  have  separate  and  pe- 
culiar interests  to  be  provided  for  by  their  own 
domestic  governments  ;  and  this  rule  applies  alike 
to  every  species  of  federal  power,  whether  it  be 
external  or  municipal.  In  pursuance  of  this  prin- 
ciple, the  General  Government  was  charged  with 
the  question  of  peace  or  war,  the  regulation  of 
commerce,  the  conduct  of  negotiations,  and  the 
various  otiier  objects  connected  with  our  foreign 
relations.  In  these  all  the  States  have  but  one 
interest,  and  that,  emphatically,  a  national  inter- 
est. So,  likewise,  with  regard  to  that  clas.s  of 
powers  granted  to  Congress,  which  operate  inter- 
nally, such  as  the  powers  to  establish  uniform 
laws  on  the  subject  of  bankruptcy,  to  organize  a 
federal  judiciary,  to  establisJi  a  common  sundard 
of  weights  and  measures,  and  to  regulate  the  na- 


tional currency.     All  the  States  stand   precisely 

if- 


in  the  same  relation  to  these  powers,  »nd  are  a.- 
fected  in  the  same  manner,  by  the  exercise  of 
them,  in  their  social  and  civil  transactions.  But 
this  is  not,  and  cannot  be  the  case  with  internal 
improvements.  They  affect  parts,  and  not  the 
whole,  of  the  Confederacy.  They  are,  from  a 
physical  necessity,  local  in  their  situation,  and 
local  in  their  influence  and  their  benefits.  Take 
the  most  extended  object  of  internal  improve- 
ment, the  projected  road,  for  example,  from  Maine 
to  New  Orlean.s,  or,  if  you  please,  the  navigation 
of  the  waters  of  the  Mississippi,  in  which  the  hon- 
orable Speaker  has  said  twelve  States  and  two 
Territories  are  interested,  still,  comprehensive  and 
important  as  these  schemes  of  improvement  un- 
doubtedly are,  they  are  limited,  in  their  advan- 
tages, to  particular  States,  and  the  rest  of  the 
Union  has  no  interest  in  them.  They  are,  there- 
fore, not  such  obj.  cts  of  common  interest  to  all 
the  States,  as  the  Constitution  intended  to  trans- 
fer to  the  General  Government. 

But  here  we  are  met  by  the  argument  of  the 
honorable  Speaker,  that  there  is  an  intermediate 
class  of  objects,  affecting  more  than  one  State, 
and  yet  not  extending  to  all  the  States,  which 
require  the  united  means  of  a  Confederacy  to  ex- 
ecute them,  and  the  only  Confederacy  which  can 
now  lefjitimately  exist  for  such  a  purpose,  is  that 
of  the  Union  ;  because  the  Constitution  prohibits 
one  State  from  entering  into  compacts  or  agree- 
ments with  another  State.  The  honorable  gen- 
tleman will  excuse  me  for  saying  that  this  argu- 
ment is  founded  on  a  mistake  of  the  actual  pro- 
visions of  the  Constitution.  The  Constitution 
does  not  prohibit  compacts  between  the  States, 
but  merely  restrains  the  Slates  from  entering  into 
such  compact-s,  without  the  consent  of  Congress. 
The  consent  of  Congress  is  required,  as  a  neces- 
sary check  to  prevent  the  States  from  forming 
combinations  hostile  to  the  Union,  or  dangerous 
to  it.s  peace  and  safety  ;  but  where  any  number  of 
the  State.H  desire  to  enter  into  arrangements  with 
each  other,  for  the  accomplishment  of  some  bene- 
ficial object,  in  which  they  have  a  common  inter- 
est, it  never  could  have  been  supposed  or  intended 
that  the  consent  of  Congress  would  be  withheld. 
The  States,  in  such  cases,  are  still  left  at  liberty 
18th  Con.  1st  Sess 43 


to  unite  their  resources,  by  entering  into  compacts 
with  each  other,  SLubject  only  to  the  reasonable 
control  of  Congress;  and  this  privilege  was  no 
doubt  reserved  to  them  with  an  express  view  to 
the  very  class  of  objects  now  in  question,  which 
concern  two  or  more  members  of  the  Confedera- 
cy, but  yet  do  not  possess  such  a  character  of 
universal  national  interest  as  to  bring  them  within 
the  legitimate  sphere  of  the  government  of  the 
whole. 

The  honorable  Speaker,  in  the  course  of  his 
argument,  laid  down  a  position,  which  he  seemed 
to  consider  entirely  decisive  of  the  present  ques- 
tion. Advening  to  the  distinction  between  the 
Articles  of  Confederation  and  our  present  Consti- 
tution, and  remarking  that,  under  the  former,  the 
General  Government,  in  its  most  important  func- 
tions, operated  upon  the  Stales,  and,  under  the 
latter,  that  it  acts  directly  upon  the  individuals 
who  compose  thase  States,  he  deduced,  as  a  gen- 
eral principle,  that  the  Government  of  the  Union, 
as  now  organized,  is  wholly  independent  of  the 
States  for  the  execution  of  anyof  iis  powers.  So 
far  is  this  from  being  correct,  in  the  broad  extent 
assumed  by  the  honorable  Speaker,  that  I  have 
always  supposed  directly  the  contrary:  that  the 
General  Government  is  dependent  upon  the  States 
for  the  execution  of  all  its  powers,  for  it  cannot 
exist,  without  the  concurrence  of  ihe  State.s.  Are 
not  your  Senators,  who  compose  the  other  branch 
of  the  Legislitive  Department  of  this  Govern- 
ment, elected  by  the  Legislatures  of  the  States? 
Is  not  your  Executive  Magistrate  chosen,  also,  by 
the  agency,  and  under  the  direction,  of  the  State 
Legislatures? 

(Here  Mr.  Clay  explained.  He  .said  he  never 
contended  that,  if  a  majority  of  the  States  with- 
held their  co-operation,  the  General  Government 
might  not  be  dissolved;  but,  his  principle  was, 
when  the  General  Government  is  once  organized, 
and  moves  by  its  own  inherent  energy,  and  acti 
independently  of  Stale  power.] 

Mr.  RivEs  said,  he  had  not  the  pleasure  of  hear- 
ing the  speech  of  the  honorable  gentleman.  He 
had  only  read  the  report  of  it  given  in  the  news- 
papers, and  he  thought  that  the  principle  to  which 
he  had  referred,  as  stated  in  that  report,  required 
some  qualification.  But,  even  as  now  qualified, 
by  the  explanations  of  the  Speaker,  he  was  not 
prepared  to  give  his  assent  to  it.  I  understand 
the  honorable  Speaker,  said  Mr.  R.,  now  to  say, 
that,  although  the  General  Government  does  de- 
pend upon  the  States  for  its  existence,  yet,  in  the 
ordinary  and  regular  exercise  of  its  vested  powers, 
it  is  wholly  independent  of  the  aid  and  co-opera- 
tion of  the  Stale  governments.  I  have  always 
entertained,  said  Mr.  R.,  a  different  opinion  of  our 

rjlitical  .system,  and  for  that  opinion  I  supposed 
had  the  sanction  of  high  authority.  The  authors 
of  "  The  Federalist,"  in  various  passages  of  their 
celebrated  work,  speak  of  the  State  governments 
as  incorporated  into  the  system  of  the  General 
Government,  as  auxiliary  to  its  operations,  and 
indeed  as  indispensable  to  its  maintenance.  la 
one  passage,  they  say  emphatically,  if  the  General 
Government  should  ever  arbitrarily  abolish  the 
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State  governments,  it  would  be  compelled,  by  the 
principle  of  self-preservation,  to  reinstate  them — 
implymg,  as  it  seems  to  me,  in  the  strongest  man- 
ner, the  dependence  of  the  General  Government 
upon  the  aid  and  co-operation  of  the  State  gov- 
ernments.    But  let  us  examine  this  subject  more 
minutely,  in  reference  to  some  of  the  powers  of 
the  General  Government.     In  the  exercise  of  its 
military  power,  which  has  been  .so  much  talked 
of  in  the  course  of  this  discussion,  is  there  not  a 
partial  dependence,  at  least,  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment upon  the  State  governments?     The  Con- 
stitution gives  to  Congress  the  power  to  "provide 
for  organizing,  arming,  and  disciplining  the  mi- 
litia;" and  "  for  calling  them  forth  to  execute  the 
laws  of  the  Union,  to  suppress  insurrections,  and 
to  repel  invasions;"  but  expressly  reserves  to  the 
States  "the  appointment  oi   the  officers,  and  the 
authority  of  training  the  militia  according  to  the 
discipline  prescribed   by  Congress."     Here,  then, 
we  find  the  General  Government  made  dependent 
upon  the  States  for  the  efficient  exercise  of  a  vital 
power,  connected  with  the  peace  and  safety  of  the 
nation;  for,  what  is  your  militia  without  officers 
and  without  training?     So,  likewise,  in  relation 
to  another  power  of  Congress,  which  has  been 
the  subject  of  much  commentary,  in  the  course  of 
this  debate — I  allude  to  the  subject  of  fortifica- 
tions, arsenals,  &c.     Amid  the  various  construc- 
tions which  have  been  put  upon  the  clause  of  the 
Constitution    relating   to    this   subject,   all    have 
agreed  that  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  it  gives  over 
the  sites  of  these  works,  cannot  be  exercised  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  Legislatures  of  the  States 
in  which  they  are  located.     Here,  then,  we  have 
another  example  of  the  dependence  of  the  General 
Government  upon  the   State  governments,   in  a 
point  belonging  to  one  of  its   highest  trusts,  the 
care  of  the  "common  defence."     Whether,  there- 
fore, I  look  to  the  general  aim  and  .scope  of  the 
Constitution,  or  to  its  particular  provisions,  I  can- 
not acquiesce  in   the   principle   assumed   by  the 
honorable  Speaker.     The  application  of  this  prin- 
ciple to  the  subject  of  the  present  discussion,  has 
not  been  clearly  developed,   but  I  presume  it  is 
this:    If  roads  and   canals  are  necessary  to  the 
legitimate  operations  of  the  General  Government, 
that  Government,    being  wholly  independent  of 
any  extrinsic  aid  in  the  prosecution  of  its  lawful 
objects,  may  make   roads   and   canals  for  itself, 
whenever,  and  wherever  it  chooses.     I  shall  here- 
after endeavor  to  show,  that,  although  roads  and 
canals  may  be  essential  to  some  of  the  purposes  of 
the  General  Government,  yet,  they  are  such  facili- 
ties as  would   naturally  arise  in    the  progress  of 
society,  under  the  care  of  the  State  governments, 
and  that  there  was,  therefore,  no  necessity  to  in- 
yest  the  General  Government  with  authority  to 
create  them.     Any  construction  which  loses  si^ht 
of  the  existence  ot  the  State  governments,  andof 
the   important   purposes    they  were   intended    to 
fulfil,  in  reference  to  the  affairs  of  the  Union,  as 
well  a.s  the  interests  of  the  respective   States,  is 
incompatible  with  the  nature  of  our  political  sys- 
tem, and  necessarily  leads  us  into  error. 
There  were  some  other  general  principles  laid 


down  in  tHe  course  of  this  discussion,  the  bearing 
and  application  of  which,  to  the  question  under 
consideration,  I  could  not  very  distinctly  discern. 
I  notice  them,  therefore,  only  for  the  purpose  of 
entering  my  protest  against  them.  An  honorable 
gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Storrb)  asserted 
that  the  General  Government  was  a  municipal, 
or  in  other  words  a  National  Government,  as  con- 
tradistinguished from  a  Federal  Government.  I 
would  ask  that  gentleman  who  were  the  parties 
to  the  formation  of  this  Government?  Were 
they  the  people  of  the  United  States,  as  compos- 
ing one  entire  nation,  or  as  divided  into  distinct 
political  communities  1  Unquestionably  the  latter. 
It  required,  too,  for  its  establishment,  not  the  con- 
sent of  a  majority  ol  the  people,  merely,  but  the 
unanimous  ratification  of  all  the  States  who  be- 
came parties  to  it.  In  the  mode  provided  for  its 
amendment,  also,  the  concurrence  of  three-fourths 
of  the  States  is  necessary  to  any  alteration  of  its 
principles,  without  regard  to  individual  members. 
These  circumstances  unequivocally  characterize 
it  as  a  Federal  Government. 

In  another  important  relation,  the  only  one  in- 
volved in  the  discussion — the  extent  of  its  powers —  > 
it  is  decidedly  federal  and  not  national.  The  au- 
thority to  which  the  honorable  gentleman  has  ap- 
pealed, on  another  branch  of  the  subject,  (the 
Federalist)  says,  it  is  of  the  essence  of  a  national 
Government  to  possess  a  supreme  indefinite  power 
over  all  persons  and  things,  so  far  as  they  are  the 
objects  of  lawful  government.  But  the  power  of 
this  Government  is,  by  universal  acknowledgment, 
defined,  and  limited  to  special  objects.  By  what 
process,  then,  hassuch  a  Government,  distinguished 
by  so  many  federal  features,  been  converted  into 
a  national  Government  ?  By  a  series  of  refined 
deductions,  which,  considering  the  gentleman's 
aversion  to  political  metaphysics,  does  infinite 
credit  to  his  genius  and  perspicacity. 

Having  disposed  of  these  preliminary  topics,  I 
come  now  to  consider  the  particular  sources  in  the 
Constitution  from  which  the  alleged  power  of 
Congress  to  make  roads  and  canals  has  been  de- 
duced. The  first  of  these  sources  is  that  clause  of 
the  Constitution  which  gives  to  Congress  the 
power  to  "  estaUish  post  offices  and  post  roads," 
which,  it  is  contended,  is  an  express  grant  of  the 
power  to  make  post  roads.  Whatever  contempt, 
therefore,  gentlemen  may  have  for  philological 
disquisitions,  or  however  little  they  may  seem  to 
befit  the  dignity  of  legislative  di>cussion,  we  are 
necessarily  driven  to  inquire  into  the  true  meaning 
of  the  word  establish.  The  honorable  Speaker  has 
defined  it  thus,  "  to  make  firm,  to  fix,  to  build."  I 
agree  with  that  gentleman  in  the  first  part  of  his 
definition,  but  I  am  unable  to  follow  him  in  the 
bound  by  which  he  has  skipped  from  "to  make 
firm,  to  fix,"  to  the  last  interpretation,  "  to  build," 
which  seems  to  me  to  depart  very  widely  from  the 
other  meanings  ascribed  to  the  word.  The  origi- 
nal and  literal  import  of  the  word  is,  unquestion- 
ably, to  render  stable,  or  "  make  firm  ;"  and,  by 
an  easy  transition  in  its  application  to  new  objects, 
It  has  come  to  signify  generally  to  fix,  to  settle,  to 
ascertain.     Let  us  apply  it  in  this  ^nse,  which  is 
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sanctioned  by  the  Speaker's  definition,  to  the  sub- 
ject of  post  roads.     There  exists  in  the  country  a 
great  variety  of  roads,  passing  in  different  direc- 
tions, and  communicating  with  different  points. 
It  is  impossible,  in  the  nature  of  things,  that  all  of 
them  should  be  used  as  post  roads.     The  Consti- 
tution, therefore,  gives  to  Congress  the  power  to 
sstablvih,  or,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  foregoing 
definition,  to  fix,  to  settle,  to  ascertain,  which  of 
them  should    be  usM   as  post  roads,  and    to  give 
them  a  legal  character  as  such.     But  the  honorable 
Speaker  contends,  that  the  word  "establish"  im- 
plies  something   more,  and    is  used  in  a  creative 
sense;  for  examples  of  which  he  refers  to  the  ex- 
pressions "establish  justice,"  and  "ordain  and  es- 
tablish this  Constitution,"  used  in  the  preamble 
of  that  instrument.     These  examples  do  not  appear 
to  me  to  be  very  appa^^ite  to  the  purpose  for  which 
they  are  cited.     It  has   been   very  properly  said, 
that  the  preamble  of  the  Constitution,  in  stating 
it  to  be  one  of  the  objeets  of  the  new  Government 
"  to  establish  justice,"  could  not  have  meant  that 
justice  was  to  be  created   by  it.     Such  an  use  of 
the  term  would    be   little  less   than   sacrilegious. 
Justice  is  an  abstract  principle,  an  emanation  of 
thedivine  mind,  always  and  every  where  existing. 
All  that  the  Constitution  could  accomplish,  was 
to  embody  it,  lo  org:anize  tribunals  and   prescribe 
forms  for  its  administration,  and  thus  establish,  or 
fix  it,  on  sure  and  permanent  foundations. 

The  honorable  Speaker,  however,  contends,  that 
in  one  sense,  we  do  create  justice — we  create,  he 
says,  the  criminal  justice  of  the  country,  because 
we  create  the  crimes,  which  are  prohibited  and 
punished  by  our  laws.  But  in  what  sense  do  we 
create  a  crime  ?  We  do  not  create  the  fact  which 
constitutes  the  crime,  we  only  create  the  legal 
character  which  is  imposed  upon  that  fact. 

(Here  Mr.  Clav  explained.  He  said  there  was 
a  distinction  between  acts  which  are  inala  in  se, 
and  those  which  are  mala  prohibita.  As  to  the 
latter,  they  are  wrong,  only  because  the  Legisla- 
ture has  made  them  so,  and  in  relation  to  them, 
therefore,  the  law  creates  the  crime.] 

Mr.  RivKS  said,  this  view  of  the  subject  was 
not  affected  bv  the  explanation  of  the  honorable 
gentleman.  As  to  that  class  of  public  wrongs 
which  are  called  mala  prohibita^  it  is  true  they  are 
in  themselves  indifferent,  and  become  crimes  only 
because  the  Legislature  makes  them  so.  But  what 
does  this  prove?  It  proves  only  that  the  Legisla- 
ture creates  the  legal  character  or  denomination 
of  the  fact  prohibited,  by  making  that  unlawful 
which  was  before  lawful;  but  the  Legislature  does 
not  create  the  lact  itself,  lo  which  this  new  char- 
acter or  denomination  is  given.  That  exists  in- 
dependently, and  in  spile  of  the  law.  This  is  not 
only  consistent  with,  but  corroborates  one  expla- 
nation of  the  word  "  establish,"  as  applied  to  post 
roads.  Congress,  by  establishing  a  post  road,  gives 
a  new  character,  a  legal  attribute  to  the  subject, 
making  that  a  post  road  which  was  before  not  a  post 
road  ;  but,  in  the  legitimate  exercise  of  this  au- 
thority, it  can  no  more  create  the  physical,  mate- 
rial road,  to  which  the  new  character  is  given, 
than  in  the  case  of  a  crime  it  creates  the  external 


fact  to  which  a  penalty  is  annexed.  The  same 
explanation  is  equally  applicable  to  the  expression, 
"  We  the  people,  in  order,  &c.,  do  ordain  and 
establish  this  Constitution."  The  people  certainly 
did  not  create  the  Constitution,  in  the  sense  in 
which  it  is  contended  that  the  word  "establish" 
gives  to  Congress  authority  to  create  post  roads. 
The  instrument  already  existed.  It  had  come 
from  the  hands  of  the  Convention  perfect  in  all  its 
dimensions,  and  was  submitted  to  the  people  for 
ratification.  All  that  the  people  did  was  to  estab- 
lish it,  by  giving  it  the  sanction  of  their  approba- 
tion, and  investing  it  with  a  legal  and  binding 
characfer.  The  same  kind  of  authority  is  con- 
ceded to  Congress  without  hesitation  in  regard  to 
the  establishment  of  post  roads. 

But  we  are  told,  triumphantly,  that  the  word 
establish  must  mean  the  same  thing,  in  relation 
to  post  roads,  that  it  does  in  relation  to  post  offices, 
and  that,  as  to  post  offices,  it  certainly  means  to 
create,  because  Congress,  in  establishing  a  post  office 
at  a  particular  place,  makes  a  post  office  which 
did  not  exist  before.  But  what  is  the  nature  of 
this  creation  ?  Congress  declare  that  a  post  office 
shall  be  kept  at  a  place  where  there  was  no  post  of- 
fice before.  In  doing  so,  it  certainly  does  not  create 
the  place  at  which  the  post  office  is  established, 
but  gives  to  that  place  a  privilege  and  accommo- 
dation which  it  did  not  possess  ^fore.  So,  Con- 
gress, in  establishing  a  post  road,  according  to  what 
we  deem  the  true  interpretation  of  this  power, 
makes  that  a  post  road  which  was  not  a  post  road 
before,  or,  in  other  words,  gives  to  a  pre-existing 
road  a  character  and  attribute  which  did  not  pre- 
viously belong  to  it.  The  post  road  is  as  much 
created,  if  gentlemen  will  insist  upon  this  divine 
prerogative  in  the  one  case,  as  the  post  office  in 
the  other,  and  the  creation,  I  will  add,  no  more 
extends  to  the  road  itself,  which  is  the  channel  of 
the  post  route,  in  the  one  case,  than  it  does  to  the 
place  which  is  the  scene  of  the  post  office,  in  the 
other. 

The  examples  relied  upon  to  support  the  inter- 
pretation which  gentlemen  have  given  of  the  word 
"establish,"  seem  to  me,  therefore,  to  fall  very  far 
short  of  their  object.  On  the  contrary,  they  are 
not  only  consistent  with,  but  furnish  apt  illustra- 
tions of,  the  sense  in  which  we  contend  it  is  prop- 
erly lo  be  understood.  The  word,  in  its  primitive 
and  most  simple  sense,  means  to  render  stable  or 
make  firm,  and  is  strictly  applicable  to  natural 
objects.  But  it  is  now  more  generally  applied  to 
intellectual  objects,  and  when  so  applied,  is  of 
course,  used  in  a  figurative  sense.  Natural  objects 
are  established  or  made  firm  by  means  of  external 
support;  and,  by  an  obvious  analogy,  matters  of 
civil  and  political  regulation  are  said  to  be  estab- 
lished or  made  firm  when  we  give  to  them  the 
support  and  sanction  of  law.  In  this  sense,  the 
word  is  uniformly  used  in  the  Constitution,  and 
all  similar  instruments,  with  such  modifications 
only  as  necessarily  arise  from  the  nature  of  the 
subject  to  which  it  was  applied.  It  was  intended, 
as  gentlemen  allege,  logive  lo  Congress  the  power 
to  maJie  post  roads,  why  was  not  that  power  grant- 
ed in  terms  which  every  person  would  have  un- 
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derstood,  and  about  which  there  could  be  no  con- 
troversy ?  Was  the  poverty  of  the  language  so 
great,  or  were  the  franners  of  the  Constitution  so 
dtficient  in  their  knowledge  of  it,  as  to  have  sup- 
plied no  word  fitted  to  convey  the  idea?  When 
we  speak  of  the  erection  of  a  house,  we  do  not  say 
that  such  a  one  has  egtaUifhed  a  house,  but  that 
he  has  built  it.  If  it  had  been  intended  to  give 
to  Congress  the  power  now  claimed  for  it,  why 
did  not  the  framers  of  the  Con>titution  say,  in  sa 
many  words,  that  Congress  shall  have  power  to 
make  and  construct  post  roads  ?  These  words  were 
at  hand,  and  were  well  adapted  to  the  purpose  of 
conveying  such  a  power.  That  they,  op  other 
words  of  plainly  equiviilenl  meaning,  were  not 
used,  is  evidence  that  the  power  they  import  was 
not  intended  to  be  given. 

It  was  not  necessary  to  the  nature  and  object  of 
this  grant  that  Congress  should  possess  the  power 
to  moAe  post  roads.  The  object  of  the  grant  was 
the  conveyance  of  the  mail,  and  the  transmission 
of  intelligence  through  the  country.  It  never 
could  have  been  contemplated  that  intelligence 
should  be  transmitted  to  an  unsettled  country, 
where  there  were  no  persons  to  receive  it.  But, 
as  soon  as  a  country  becomes  settled,  roads  neces- 
sarily exist.  The  great  intere>is  of  society,  the 
operations  of  commerce,  and  the  convenience  of 
private  mtercourse,  necessarily  give  rise  to  them  ; 
and  as  the  population  and  demands  for  intelligence 
increase,  the  facilities  of  communication  increase 
also.  The  same  roads  which  answer  the  ordinary 
purposes  of  society,  would  certainly  suffice  for  the 
simple  object  of  transporting  the  mail.  It  never 
could  have  been  intended,  in  reference  to  such  an 
object,  to  confer  upon  Congress  the  disproportion- 
ate power  of  opening  and  constructing  roads 
through  the  territories  of  the  States.  Whether, 
therelore,  I  look  to  the  language  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, or  to  the  policy  of  its  provisions,  in  relation 
to  this  subject,  I  am  alike  constrained  to  discard 
the  construction  which  claims  for  Congress  the 
power  in  question,  under  the  clause  we  have  been 
considering. 

The  next  source  which  the  advocates  of  the 
bill  have  appealed  to  for  the  authority  to  execute 
a  system  of  internal   improvements,  is,  the  mili- 
tary power  of  the  Grovernmcnt.     The  authority 
claimed  under  this  part  of  the  Constitution  ex- 
tends to  canals  as  well  as  roads.     It  is  not,  how- 
ever, like  the  authority  asserted  in  relation  to  post 
roads,  claimed  as  an   express  (xjwer,  hut  only  as 
an  incidental  power,  or  means  of  carrying  another 
power  into  effect.     The  first   inquiry  which  pre- 
sents itself,  therefore,  is,  as  to  the  true  nature  and 
extent  of  incidental   powers.     It  must  never   l»e 
forgotten  that   this  Guv«rnraent  is  one  of  limited 
and  defined   powers.     However  ready  gentlemen 
are  to  admit  this  proposition,  when  their  absent  is 
distinctly  challenged   to   it,  they  seem   habitually 
to  lose  sight  of  it  in  their  reasonings  upon  Con- 
stitutional questions.     All  the   powers  granted  to 
the  Government  are  enumerated   in  the  Constitu- 
tion ;  but,  as  It  was   iin|X)s>ihle  to  foresee  every 
individual  act  of  legislation  which  might  become 
necessary  to  carry  thtse  powers  into  effect,  Con- 


gress is  in  general  authorized  to  do  any  act  whicb 
shall  be  "  necessary  and  proper  "  for  carrying  the 
granted   powers   into  execution,  but  none  other. 
If  we  depart  from  this  limit,  we  at  once  change 
the  character  of  the  Government,  as  possessing 
special  and  defined   powers  only,  and   convert  it 
intooneof  general  discretionary  authority.  When- 
ever any  measure   is   proposed,  therefore,  the  first 
question   to   be  asked  is,  Is  the  authority  to  adopt 
it  expressly  granted  in  the  CoiAtitution  ?     If  it  be 
not,  the  next  question  is,  Is  it  a  necessary  and  pro- 
per means  of  carrying  into  execution  any  power 
which  is  expressly  granted  ?     If  it  is  not  pretend- 
ed that  the  authority  to  make  roads  and  canals 
for  military  purposes  is  expressly  granted  to  Con- 
gress, is  it,  then,  a  necessary  and  proper  means  for 
carrying  into  execution  the  military  powers  which 
are   granted?     I  will   not  deny   that   roads   and 
caaals  are  useful,  or,  if  you  please,  necessary,  to 
the  military  operations  of  the  Government.     But 
this  is  nol  the  question.    The  real  point  of  inquiry 
is,  Is  it  necessary  to  the  military  operations  of  the 
Government    that    Congress   should    possess    the 
power  to  make  them  ?     Roads  and  canals  would 
exist  from  the  influence  of  other  causes,  without 
invoking  the  agency  of  Congress.     They  are,  as 
already  suggested,  the  natural  and  invariable  ac- 
companiments  of  population,   in   every  country. 
The  wants  and  enterprise  of  individuals,  the  com- 
mon interests  of  society,  and  the  paternal  care  of 
the  State  governments,  which   are   more  particu- 
larly charged  with  the  domestic  police  of  the  coun- 
try, would  bring  them  into  existence.     The  same 
causes  would  insure  their  multiplication  and  im- 
provement.    As  the  country  improved   in  wealth 
and    population,    the   means   of^    communicatioQ 
would  improve  with  it.  The  members  of  the  Con- 
vention, as  menordinarilyconversant,  at  least,  with 
human   afiairs,  must   have  foreseen   this  natural 
course  of  things,  and  could   not  have  deemed  it 
necessary  to  give  to  Congress  the  power  of  creat- 
ing channels  of  communication,  which  would  cer- 
tainly grow  out  of  the  wants  of  society  and  the 
beneficent  superintendence  of  the  State  govern- 
ments.    All   that  was  necessary,  was   to  give  to 
the  General  Government  the  right  of  using  these 
highways,  in   prosecuting   its  military  and   other 
lawful  operations,  and  this  right  is  conceded  to  it 
in  the  fullest  extent.     Will   any  gentleman  deny 
that  food   and   clothing  are  as   necessary  for  the 
subsistence  of  the  soldier  as  roads  for  him  to  march 
U|wn?     And   yet,   it  will  nol   be  contended  that 
Congress   has  authority  to  condemn  and  occupy 
large  portions  of  the  territory  of  the   States  for 
farms  to  produce  the  one,  or  factories   to  supply 
the  other.     Why?     Because  the  natural  wants  of 
society  furnish  the  best  security  that  these  articles 
will  be  produced,  and  render  it  unnecessary  to  in- 
vest the  Government  with  any  authority  for  the 
purpose.     But  it  is  said  that,  in  the  defence  of  the 
country,  and   the   military   operations  connected 
with  it,  other  and  better  channels  of  communica- 
tion would  be  ref|uired  than  tho.se already  existing 
under  the  authority  of  the  States.     Let  us  pause, 
and  .«ee  to  what  extent  this  idea  would  carry  us. 
We  have  an   extensive   frontier,  and  are  exposed 


to  attack  on  every  side  of  it.  On  the  Atlantic 
coast  we  are  exposed  to  the  hostilities  of  any  Eu- 
ropean Power,  and,  through  the  whole  extent  of 
our  inland  frontier,  we  are  liable  to  the  incursions 
of  our  British,  Spanish,  and  Indian  neighbors. 
If  we  undertake  a  system  of  roads  and  canals 
with  a  view  to  facilitate  the  operations  of  war,  as 
it  IS  uncertain  in  what  quarter  we  shall  be  assail- 
ed, we  must  extend  them  to  every  point  of  our 
frontier.  The  whole  face  of  our  territory  would 
thus  be  covered  with  military  roads  and  canals. 
is  not  this  a  solecism  in  legislation  ?  Military 
roads  and  canals,  which  would  be  used  for  civil 
and  commercial  purposes  more  than  a  thousand 
times  for  once  that  they  would  be  applied  to  mili- 
tary purposes !  Whether  they  would  ever  be 
used,  indeed,  for  military  purposes,  would  depend 
upon  remote  and  dubious  contingencies,  the  occur- 
rence of  which  no  man  could  foresee. 

But,  leaving  this  view  of  the  subject,  and   re- 
turning to  the  principles  first  laid  down,  as  to  the 
just  extent  of  the  incidental  powers  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, I  ask  if  it  be  possible  to  justify  the  mea- 
sure proposed  by  the  application  of  those  princi- 
ples?    A   national  system   of  roads   and   canals, 
under  the  exclusive  patronage  of  Congress,  can- 
not, in  any  sense  of  the  term,  be  said  to  be  neces- 
sary   to    the   making    and    prosecuting   of  war. 
Wars  have  been  made  and   prosecuted,  and   suc- 
cessfully  prosecuted,  without   any  such   system. 
All  that  can  be  said  of  it  is,  that  it  might  have  a 
tendency  to  give  greater  effect  and  increased  en- 
ergy to  the  exertion  of  the  national  force  in  time 
of  war.     But,  if  the  power   to  declare  war  au- 
thorizes Congress  to  do  every  thing  which  may 
have  a  tendency  to  add   to  the  strength   and   re- 
sources of  the  nation,  in  a  military  point  of  view, 
then  there  is  nothing  connected  with  the  "general 
welfare"  which  Congress  mav  not  do;  for,  what- 
ever advances  the  interests  of^  learning,  of  manu- 
factures, of  agriculture,  of  commerce,  or  in  any 
manner   promotes   the   internal   prosperity  of  the 
country,  certainly  has  a  tendency  to  increase  its 
strength,  in  a  conflict  with  a  foreign  enemy.     A 
principle  of  construction,  leading  to  such  conse- 
quences, cannot  be   maintained.     The  honorable 
Speaker  expressed  his  acquiescence  in  the   princi- 
ples asserted  by  Virginia  in  1798.     Those  princi- 
ples were  embalmed  and  immortalized  in  the  cel- 
ebrated report  of  Mr.  Madi.vjn,  which   has   been 
mentioned  in  the  course  of  this  debate.    The  prin- 
ciples contained  in  that  report  do  not  derive  their 
sanction  from  the  great  name  alone  with  which 
they  are  associated.     They  received  a  still  higher 
sanction — that  of  the  American  people.     For,  it 
was  the  potent  influence  of  these  very  principles 
which  wrought,  by  the  voice  of  the  people,  that 
change  of  men  and  measures,  in  the  administra- 
tion of  the  Government,  which  has  beeri  emphati- 
cally styled  the  civil  revolution  of  1801.     If  any 
writings,  therefore,  can  be  fairly  appealed   to  as 
authority  in  Constitutional   discussions,  it  is  this 
report     [Here  Mr.  R.  read  extracts  from  "Madi- 
son's report."]    The  simple  criterion,  then,  is  this: 
the  measure  sought  to  be  adopted,  as  incidental  to 
an  express  power,  must  have  an  "immediate  and 


appropriate  relation  to  that  power,  as  a  means  ne- 
cessary and  proper  for  carrying  it  into  execution. 
"A  tendency,  merely,  in  the  measure  to  promote 
an  object  for  which  Congress  is  authorized  to  pro- 
vide," does  not  justify  its  adoption.  Now,  does 
not  all  that  has  been  said,  and  can  be  said,  in  fa- 
vor of  a  national  system  of  roads  and  canals, 
amount  to  this — that  they  would  have  a  tendency 
to  promote  or  facilitate  the  operations  of  war — 
not  that  they  have  an  immediate  and  appropriate 
relation  to  the  power  of  making  war — as  means 
necessary  and  proper  for  carrying  that  power  into 
execution.  One  of  my  colleagues  (Mr.  J.  S.  Bar- 
bour) adverted  to  this  rule  for  the  deduction  of 
incidental  powers,  and  seemed  to  think  it  too  rigid, 
because,  he  said,  it  excludes  a  choice  of  means. 
Sir,  it  does  not  exclude  a  choice  of  means ;  it  only 
limits  that  choice.  And  permit  me  to  say  that,  in 
order  to  preserve  the  true  character  of  this  Gov- 
ernment, it  is  as  necessary  to  limit  the  means  of 
executing  its  powers  as  to  limit  the  powers  them- 
selves ;  for,  in  the  language  of  the  distinguished 
authority  which  I  have  just  quoted,  "it  is  wholly 
'  immaterial  whether  unlimited  powers  be  exer- 
'  cised  in  the  name  of  unlimited  powers,  or  in  the 
'  name  of  unlimited  means  of  carrying  limited 
'  powers  into  execution." 

I      But,  we  have  been  gravely  told  that  roads  and 
I  canals  are  fortifications.     Why,  sir,  a  lively  ima- 
i  gination  and  an  ardent   zeal  may  convert  any 
thing  into  fortifications.     It  may  be  said,  with  as 
I  much  justice,  and  as  little  violence  of  metaphor, 
I  that  the  hearts  of  our  people  are  fortifications;  for, 
I  after  all,  the  moral  energies  of  a  nation  are  as  im- 
portant to  its  defence  as  physical  works  of  any 
sort.     As  a  part,  then,  of  this  system  of  military 
defence,  we  must  establish  schools  and  colleges, 
to  imbue  the  minds  of  our  youth  with  the  love  of 
liberty,  a  knowledge  of  the  principles  of  our  free 
institutions,  and  a  loyal  and  patriotic  devotion  to 
their  country !     In  like  manner,  the  granaries  of 
the  farmer  are  fortifications — the  workshops  of 
the  mechanic  are  fortifications — for  they  furnish 
the   indispensable   means    of  subsistence   to   the 
troops  who   are   to   defend  you.     Thus,   by  the 
magic  influence  of  language,  Congress,  in  the  ex- 
ercise of  its  military  functions,  may  invest  itself 
with  a  general  and  unlimited  patronage  of  all  the 
great  interests  of  society — its  education,  its  agri- 
culture, its  industry. 

It  has  been  triumphantly  asked  if  Congress  can 
erect  forts  and  dock  yards,  may  they  not  make 
roads  to  go  into  them  ?  Unquestionably,  the  right 
to  erect  these  works,  necessarily  implies  the  right 
of  way,  by  which  a  communication  is  to  be  had 
with  them.  If  there  be  no  road  leading  to  them, 
the  Government  may  render  its  right  of  way  ef- 
fectual, by  opening  a  road  for  the  purpose  of  com- 
munication. But  what  is  the  road  in  this  case? 
It  is  strictly  an  appurtenance  to  the  fort  or  dock 
yard,  and  is  confined  to  the  purpose  of  communi- 
cation with  it.  It  is  a  thing  wholly  distinct  from 
a  system  of  internal  improvements,  having  no  ac- 
tual connexion  with  any  military  work,  nor  bear- 
ing any  peculiar  and  appropriate  relation  to  mili- 
taiy  operations.     There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the 
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GeneralGovernment  has  a  right  of  passage  thrJUifh 
the  territory  of  the  States  tor  any  of  its  lawful 
purposes,  and  it  may,  therefore,  in  time  of  war, 
open  a  military  road,  when  it  is  necessary  to  the 
accomplishment  of  any  particular  military  move- 
ment. In  such  a  case,  it  has  a  right  to  a  passage; 
and  there  can  be  no  passage  without  a  road.  But 
the  road  is  then  made  and  used,  pro  hoc  vice  only, 
and  as  soon  as  the  passage  is  effected,  all  properly 
in,  or  jurisdiction  over  it,  ceases  and  dies.  The 
right  strictly  commences  and  terminates  with  the 
occasion  of  its  increase.  This  case,  therefore,  af- 
fords no  countenance  to  the  claim  of  a  gen.ral 
power  to  execute  and  maintain  a  permanent  sys- 
tem of  internal  improvements,  in  reference  to  fu- 
ture and  remote  contingencies,  which  may  never 
occur.  In  the  view  which  I  have  taken  of  this 
subject,  I  have  not  found  it  material  to  inquire 
into  the  right  which  has  been  claimed  for  the 
General  Government  of  possessing  itself  of  the 
soil  of  the  States,  when  it  is  necessary  to  the  exe- 
cution of  any  of  its  powers.  It  is  admitted  by  all 
that  it  cannot  do  so,  except  in  cases  where  it  is 
necessary  to  the  execution  of  some  of  its  powers. 
In  each  particular  case,  therefore,  the  question 
recurs,  is  the  proposed  occupation  of  the  soil  of 
the  States  necessary  to  the  execution  of  any  of 
the  powers  of  the  Government.  My  object  has 
been  to  show  that  the  occupation  of  it,  for  the 
purpose  of  making  roads  and  canals,  is  not  neces- 
sary to  the  execution  of  the  military  power  of  the 
Government,  and  cannot  be  justified  by  any  sound 
doctrines  of  Constitutional  law. 

Theonly  remaining  ground  worthy  of  particular 
consideration,  upon  which  the  authority  of  this 
Government  to  make  roads  and  canals  has  been 
asserted,  is  that  portion  of  the  Constitution  which 
gives  to  Congress  the  power  "to  regulate  commerce 
among  the  several  States."  The  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Delaware  (Mr.  McLane)  seemed  to 
treat  this  as  a  question  of  incidental  power  ;  but  it  is 
strictly  and  exclusively  a  question  of  express  power. 
The  whole  controversy  depends  upon  the  true  im- 
port of  the  word  regvlate.  If  to  regulate  means  to 
promote  or  to/acilitate,  then  the  power  to  make  roads 
and  canals,  asan  ordinary  and  natural  mode  of  facil- 
itating or  promoting  commerce,  seems  to  be  clearly 
comprehended  in  the  terms  of  the  grant.  If,  how- 
ever, to  regulate  means  to  make  rules,  (as  it  certainly 
does,  in  the  plain  and  common  use  of  the  word,) 
then  it  gives  to  Congress  no  other  power  than  that 
of  making  the  rules  or  prescribing  the  terms  upon 
which  commerce  among  the  States  shall  be  con- 
ducted— that  is,  the  power  of  making  commercial 
regulations,  as  applicable  to  the  reciprocal  trade 
of  the  States.  But,  would  any  person  call  roads 
and  canals  commercial  regulations?  The  whole 
question,  then,  might  be  safely  left  to  an  unsophis- 
ticated common-sense  interpretation  of  the  lan- 
guage of  the  Constitution.  But,  as  the  argument 
of  the  gentleman  from  Delaware  was  certainly  an 
original  and  ingenious  one,  I  beg  leave  to  analyze 
and  examine  it  more  particularly.  The  outline 
of  the  argument  was  this — that  the  object  of  grant- 
ing to  Congress  the  power  of  regulating  com- 
merce among  the  States  was  not,  as  had  been  sup- 


posed, to  prevent  one  State  from  laving  burdens 
on  tbeproductionsofanother  State  passing  through 
Its  jurisdiction,  (that  object  being  adequately  pro- 
vided for  by  another  clause  of  the  Constitution.) 
but  to  prevent  a  greater  mischief— absolute  pro- 
hibitions of  the  passage — which,  if  they  should 
occur,  it  would  be  competent  for  Congress  under 
this  power  to  remove.  That,  if  Congress  can  re- 
move legal  restraints  upon  the  trade  of  the  States, 
it  can  remove  physical  obstructions;  and  if  it 
can  remove  physical  obstructions  to  the  trade  of 
the  States,  it  can  create  new  channels  for  it.  How- 
ever nicely  concatenated  this  chain  of  deductions 
seems  to  be,  I  shall  endeavor  to  show  that  some 
of  its  links  are  too  feebly  connected  to  sustain  the 
conclusion  which  depends  upon  it.  The  gentle- 
man's first  position  is,  that  the  power  to  regulate 
commerce  among  the  States  was  not  given  to 
Congress  to  prevent  one  State  from  imposing  du- 
ties on  the  productions  of  another  passing  through 
its  jurisdiction  ;  because,  if  this  were  the  only  ob- 
ject, the  power  would  be  nugatory — another  clause 
of  the  Constitution  having  expressly  restrained 
the  States  from  laying  duties  on  imports  or  ex- 
ports. In  relation  to  this  position,  I  will  only 
remark  that  the  honorable  gentleman  seems  to 
have  mistaken  the  purpose  for  which  the  passage 
in  the  Federalist  upon  this  subject  was  read  by  my 
able  colleague  (Mr.  P.  P.  Barbour)  who  opened 
this  discussion.  That  purpose  was  not  to  show, 
nor  does  the  authority  cited  import,  that  the  only 
object  of  the  power  in  question  was  to  prevent  the 
States  from  imposing  duties  on  the  productions 
of  each  other  passing  through  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  It  was  mentioned  merely  as  one  of 
the  objects  of  the  power.  A  further  object  un- 
doubtedly was  (as  the  gentleman  himself  has  sat- 
isfactorily shown)  to  prevent  arbitrary  interrup- 
tions of  the  trade  of  the  States,  arising  from  acts 
of  positive  prohibition  and  other  similar  impedi- 
ments. But  the  gentleman  is  not  satisfied  even 
with  this  extension  of  the  power.  He  says  that 
a  power  of  such  apparent  magnitude  could  not 
have  been  intended  to  be  passive — a  monument  of 
its  own  insignificance — and  that,  if  it  extends  to 
removing  no  other  obstacles  than  such  as  may  be 
interposed  by  adverse  and  unfriendly  legislation 
of  the  Stales,  it  becomes  utterly  passive.  Why, 
sir,  it  is  in  this  respect  like  many  other  powers 
granted  by  the  Constitution.  The  powers  to  "re- 
pel invasions  and  to  "suppress  insurrections"  are 
passive,  until  the  other  proper  occasions  occur  to 
bring  them  into  action.  And  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman will  permit  me  to  remind  him  that  this  very 
horror  of  passive  authority  acting  upon  one  of  the 
powers  just  mentioned,  was  the  parent  of  the 
Sedition  law.  The  reasoning  was  this — the  power 
to  ^^  suppress  insurrections"  implies  the  power  to 
prevent  them  ;  and  the  power  to  prevent  them  im- 
plies the  power  to  jmnish  whatever  may  tend  or 
lead  to  them.  Libels  upon  the  Government  tend 
or  lead  to  insurrections;  therefore  Congress  may 
pass  a  sedition  law  for  the  punishment  of  libels. 

The  system  of  reasoning  now  employed  to  justify 
the  exercise  of  power  contemplated  by  this  bill, 
IS  equally,  and  indeed,  to  my  mind,  much  more 
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forced  and  arbitrary,  in  its  chain  of  inferences. 
What  is  it  7  The  [lower  to  regulate  commerce 
among  the  States  authorizes  Congress  to  remove 
legislative  restraints,  imposed  by  one  Stale  upon 
the  trade  of  another,  passing  through  its  jurisdic- 
tion. The  power  to  remove  legislative  restraints, 
implies  the  power  to  remove  natural  obstructions ; 
and  a  power  to  remove  natural  obstructions,  im- 
plies a  power  to  give  artificial  facilities  ;  or,  in 
other  words,  to  make  roads  and  canals.  But,  is 
it  true,  that  the  power  to  remove  legislative  re- 
straints implies  the  power  to  remove  natural  ob- 
structions, and  to  give  artificial  facilities  1  The 
one  aims  only  to  protect  commerce  in  its  actual 
channels  :  the  other  seeks  to  open  additional  chan- 
nels for  commerce.  The  object  of  the  former  is 
merely  to  secure  the  free  use  of  existing  highways  ; 
the  effort  of  the  latter,  is  to  create  and  construct 
new  highways.  Thesethingsare,  in  their  natures, 
so  essentially  distinct,  that  an  inference  from  one 
to  the  other,  is  wholly  arbitrary  and  inadmissible. 
But  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Delaware  need 
not  be  afraid  that  this  power  will  remain  passive, 
unless  it  is  exerted  in  giving  artificial  facilities  to 
trade.  It  has  already  been  exerted,  and  copiously 
exerted,  in  the  various  and  minute  regulations 
connected  with  the  coasting  trade,  and  this  was 
probably  the  chief,  if  not  the  only,  employment  of 
It,  contemplated  by  the  framersol  the  Constitution. 

The  gentleman  read  a  passage  from  y'attel,  for 
the  purpose  of  proving  the  connexion  between 
good  roads  and  canals,  and  the  welfare  of  trade. 
But  nothing  is  gained  by  this  position,  which  is 
very  readily  admitted,  until  it  is  also  proved  that 
Congress  has  a  general  power  to  promote  the 
welfare  of  trade.  The  application  of  this  author- 
ity, therefore,  proceeds  upon  an  assumption  of  the 
very  point  in  dispute.  A  similar  defect  exists  in 
the  argument  which  claims  for  the  General  Gov- 
ernment the  same  authority  to  make  roads  and 
canals  between  these  Stales,  that  the  government 
of  each  Stale  has  to  make  roads  and  canals  within 
its  own  limits.  The  Stale  governments  have, 
undoubtedly,  the  right  to  make  roads  and  canals 
within  their  respective  limits;  but  from  what  does 
this  right  result  7  From  the  general  discretionary 
power  which  ihe  State  governments  possess,  to 
provide  for  tiie  public  welfare.  Before  the  argu- 
ment can  be  sustained,  then,  it  must  be  shown 
that  the  General  Government  possesses  a  like  dis- 
cretionary power,  to  provide  for  the  public  welfare. 
The  Stale  governments  do  not  make  roads  and 
canals  by  virtue  of  a  specific  power  to  regulate 
commerce  among  the  several  portions  of  the  same 
State.  If  they  possessed  no  other  power  than  this, 
it  would  not  be  competent  fior  them  to  make  roads 
and  canals. 

Much  reliance  has  been  placed,  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Delaware,  as  well  as  other  gentlemen 
who  have  participated  in  this  discussion,  upon 
what  is  said  to  have  been  the  practical  construc- 
tion of  the  power  to  "  regulate  foreign  commerce." 
It  IS  contended  that  Congress  possesses  the  same 
power  in  relaiion  to  "  commerce  among  the  sev- 
eral Stales,"  that  it  does  in  relation  to  "  foreign 
commerce ;"  and   that,  as,   under    the   power  of 


regulating  foreign  commerce,  it  has  erected  light- 
houses, beacons,  buoys,  &c.,  with  a  view  to  give 
safety  and  facility  to  that  commerce,  it  may,  under 
the   power  of  "legulating  commerce  among  the 
States,"  construct  roads  and  canals,  to  give  safely 
and  facility  to  the  internal  trade  of  the  country. 
I  beg  leave  to  ask  those  gentlemen,  by  what  au- 
thority they  refer  the  erection  of  the  lighthouses, 
beacons,   &.c.,  to   the  power  to  regulate  foreign 
commerce  7     There  is  no  evidence  upon  the  face 
of  the   laws  themselves,  which  were  passed  for 
their  erection,  that  Congress  legislated  under  the 
idea  that  they  derived  the  right  to  erect  them  from 
the  power  to  regulate  foreign  commerce.     There 
is  collateral  evidence,  however,  that  they  legislated 
with  reference  to  another  clause  of  the  Constitu- 
tion.    It  was  mentioned  by  my  colleague,  who 
opened  this  discussion,  (Mr.  P.  P.  Barbour,)  that 
the  statute  book  contained  a  list  of  cessions  made 
by  the  several  Slates,  of  the  sites  for  these  build- 
ings.    The  only  cases  in  which  the  Constitution 
requires  the  previous  consent  of  the  States  to  the 
alienation  of  territory,  are  those  relating  to  the 
Seat  of  Government,  and  all  such  places  as  may 
be  acquired  for  the  "  erection  of  forts,  dock  yards, 
&c.,  and  other  needful  buildings."     It  would  seem, 
therefore,  from  the  formal  cessions  made  by  the 
States,  of  sites  for  lighthouses,  &c.,  that  Congress 
legislated  with  reference  to  this  part  of  the  Con- 
stitution. Another  explanation  has  been  suggested, 
by  an  honorable  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr. 
Wood,)  who  refers  the  erection  of  these  buildings 
to  the  power  to  lay  and  collect  duties.     The  duties 
laid,  accrue  only  upon  the  arrival  in  our  ports  of 
the  goods  and  vessels  charged  with  them.     What- 
ever, therefore,  gives  security  and  facility  to  an 
entrance  into  our  ports,  has  an  immediate  relation 
to  this  branch  of  the  public  revenue.     I  have  men- 
tioned these  explanations  only  for  the  purpose  of 
showing  that  the  erection  of  lighthouses,  beacons, 
dec,  can  be  accounted  for,  and  have  been  account- 
ed  for,  plausibly  at  least,  without  referring  them 
to  the  power  of  regulating  foreign  commerce.     It 
is   not   necessary  for  me  to  decide   under  what 
clause  of  the  Constitution  these  buildings  were 
erected.     1  will  only  say,  that  both  of  the  expla- 
nations just  mentioned  are  as  satisfactory  to  my 
mind,  as  the  one  which  refers  them  to  the  power 
of  regulating  foreign  commerce.    Gentlemen  have 
taken   it  for  granted,  without  offering  to  prove, 
I  that  they  were  erected   under  this  clause  of  the 
I  Constitution,  for  the  sake,  I  presume,  of  the  pre- 
cedent it  would  afford  them,  in  the  interpretation 
of  the  power  to  regulate  commerce   among  the 
States.     I  beg  leave,  however,  to  say,  that,  what- 
j  ever  may  have  been  the  construction  of  the  Con- 
I  stitution  under  which  these  lighthouses  were  built, 
j  or  any  other  act  that  has  been  done  by  preceding 
I  Congresses,  I  cannot  regard  such  construction  as 
legiiimate  and   conclusive  evidence  of  the  true 
meaning  of  the  Constitution,  and  binding  upon 
ourselves   and  our  successors.      The   gentleman 
j  from   Delaware  said  it  was  a  great  error  to  con- 
sider the  authority  to  make  roads  and  canals  as  a 
I  distinct,  instead  of  a  subsidiary  power.     If  any 
I  power,  from  its  magnitude  and  extent,  ought  to  be 
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regarded  as  a  di.stinct  and  independent  power,  il  I  it  a  wish  of  patriotism"  ihat  the  General  Govern- 
is  this.      The  Congress  has  granted,  by  di.stinct  '  nient  '*  were  at  liberty  to  pursue  and  promote  the 

gt;oeral  intere.-i"  by  adopting  a  national  system 


clauses,  several  other  powers  which  might,  with 
much  more  propriety,  have  been  regarded  as  sub- 
sidiary powers,  and  left  to  implication.  What 
would  seem  more  naturally  to  appertain  to  the 
regulation  of  commerccamong  tiie  States  than  the 
power  of  coining  money,  the  very  instrument  of 
commerce,  of  fixing  its  value,  of  establishing  a 
common  standard  of  weights  and  measures,  uui 


of  internal  improveraenls.  Here,  then,  we  have 
an  unequivocal  admission  that  the  General  Gov- 
ernment is  not  now  "at  liberty"  to  adopt  this 
system — an  admission  the  more  precious,  because 
it  is  evidently  made  with  great  reluctance. 

In  answer  to  a  remark  made  by  one  of  my  eol- . 
leagues,  (Mr.  Archer,)  that,  at  the  adoption  of 


form  laws  on  the  subject  of  bankruptcy,  and  post  the  Constitution,  no  allusion  was  made  to  the  ex- 
offices  and  post  roads?  Yet,  all  these  powers  are  istence  of  such  a  power  as  is  now  claimed,  a  gen- 
ihe  subjects  of  express  and  distinct  grants!  What  i  tleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Storrs)  mentioned 
could  more  properly  be  considered  as  incidental  j  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  which  was 
to  the  power  ot  declaring  war  than  to  rai^e  and  ,  proposed  by  a  Mr.  Jones  in  the  convention  of  that 
support  armies,  provide  and  maintain  a  navy,  j  Slate,  the  substance  of  which  was,  that  the  power 
make  rules  for  the  government  of  the  land  and  j  to  establish  po.st  roads  should  not  be  construed  to 
naval  forces?  And  yet  it  was  thought  necessary  ,  extend  to  the  making,  laying  out,  and  repairing 
to  give  these  and  other  similar  powers  by  direct  i  of  roads,  in  the  several  States,  without  their  con- 
and  explicit  declarations  in  the  Constitution  !  It  sent.  This  amendment  cannot  be  fairly  consid- 
wiU  not  be  said  that  roads  and  canals  bear  a  more  i  ered  even  as  evidence  of  Mr.  Jones's  opinion,  that 
direct  and  immediate  relation  to  the  military  and  ;  Congress  possessed  the  power  to  make  roads  un- 
commercial powers  of  the  Government,  or  are  of  der  the  clause  of  the  Constitution  referred  to.  All 
less  dignity  and  importance  in  their  character,  ,  that  it  proves  is,  that  Mr.  Jones  apprehended  that 
than  many  of  the  powers  just  enumerated.  Why,  1  this  clause  might  hereafter  be  construed  to  give 
then,  I  will  ask  the  gentleman  from  Delaware,  if,  to  Congress  the  power  to  make  roads,  and  that  he 
the  power  to  make  them  was  intended  to  be  given,  j  wished,  in  such  an  event,  to  render  its  exercise  as 
was  it  not,  in  like  manner,  distinctly  granted  ?      j  innocent  as  possible,   by   requiring  the  previous 


In  inquiries  of  this  sort,  Mr.  Chairman,  the 
opinions  of  no  man,  however  illustrious  by  his 
virtue  or  his  wisdom,  ought  to  preclude  the  exer- 
cise of  our  own  deliberate  judgments.  There  is, 
however,  a  degree  of  respect  which  all  acknow- 
ledge to  be  due  to  the  opinions  of  the  distinguished 
men  who  either  participated  in  the  formation  of 
our  Government,  or  have  since  borne  a  conspicu- 
ous part  in  its  administration.  It  is  known  to 
the  Committee  that  three  successive  Presidents  of 
the  United  Slates  have  felt  it  their  duty  to  an 


consent  of  the  States  in  which  the  roads  should 
be  laid  out.  The  very  first  of  the  actual  amend- 
ments to  the  Constitution  declares  that  "Congress 
shall  make  no  law  restraining  the  free  exercise  of 
religion,  abridging  the  freedom  of  speech,  or  of 
the  press,  or  the  right  of  petitioning."  Is  it  to  be 
inferred  from  this  amendment  that,  without  it, 
Congress  could  lawfully  have  done  the  things  in- 
hibited by  it  ?  I  presume  not.  The  truth  is,  that 
this  and  several  other  amendments  arose  from  a 
spirit  of  jealous  caution,  and  an  apprehension  of 


nounce  to  Congress,  in  the  most  solemn  form,  future  encroachment  from  the  General  Govern 
their  settled  conviction  that  this  Government  does  ment,  and  furnish  no  evidence  of  the  opinions 
not  possess  the  power  now  in  question.  I  will  enteriainedof  the  real  extent  of  the  powersgranted. 
not,  however,  insist  upon  their  testimony,  because  '  But,  whatever  may  have  been  the  opinion  of 
they  are  Virginians,  and  we  have  abundant  evi-  i  Mr.  Jones,  I  may  be  permitted  to  oppose  to  it  the 
dence  that  Virginia  politics  have  gone  out  of  authority  of  Patrick  Henry,  who,  in  the  debates 
favor.  There  is  an  authority,  however,  which  I  \  of  the  Virginia  convention,  after  depicting  in  the 
will  quote,  and  the  weight  of  which  I  feel  myself ,  most  glowing  colors  what  he  deemed  the  vast 
entitled  to  pres.s  upon  this  Committee.  It  is  that  :  powers  of  the  General  Government,  and  the  dan- 
of  Alexander  Hamilton.  His  opinions  upon  this  !  gers  of  consolidation,  concluded  by  saying,  "all 
subject  are  of  peculiar  value,  not  only  because  he  ■  that  is  left  to  the  States  is,  to  take  care  of  the 
was  a  member  of  the  Convention  which  framed  !  poor,  make  and  repair  highways,  erect  bridges," 
the  Constitution,  and  one  of  the  authors  of  the  j  &c.  Even  this  jealous  guardian  of  State  rights 
celebrated  commentary  upon  its  principles,  but  '  who  descried  the  remotest  dangers  which  threat- 
because  he  is  known  to  have  indulged  a  strong  ened  the  safety  of  our  republican  institutions,  and 
bias  in  favor  of  the  powers  of  the  General  Gov-  "snuffed  the  approach  ol  tyranny  in  every  tainted 
ernment,  and  to  have  adopted  the  most  liberal  j  breeze,"  even  he,  w^iile  he  believed  that  every 
doctrines  in  their  interpretation.  Yet,  even  Mr.  i  other  power  was  swallowed  up  by  the  General 
Hamilton,  with  all  his  leaning  towards  Federal  j  Government,  was  satisfied  that  this  portion  of 
authority  could  find  no  warrant  in  the  Constitu-  :  sovereignty,  at  least,  was  left  entire  to  the  States, 
tion  lor  the  power  to  make  roads  and  canals.  In  .  And,  it  he  could  have  foreseen  the  attempt  which 
Ills  report  on  manufactures,  after  spekking  of  the  ,  is  now  made  to  appropriate  to  the  General  Gov- 
importance  ot  roads  and  canals  to  the  prosperity  \  ernment  this  portion  of  State  .sovereignty,  none 
01  manulaetures  and  mentioning  several  reasons  i  would  have  alarmed  him  more,  for  none  is  more 
wby  It  u  desirable  that  the  General  Government    directly  calculated  to  lead  to  consolidation.     It  is 


should  possesss  the  authority  to  make  them,  he 
concludes  by  saying,  these  circumstances  "  render 


a  power  which  comes  home  to  the  business  and 
bosoms  of  the  people ;  it  approaches   their  iire- 
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sides,  and  touches  their  most  intimate  domestic 
interests.  If  the  inhabitants  of  the  States,  instead 
of  looking  to  thtir  governments  at  home,  are  to 
look  to /the  General  Government,  (as  they  cer- 
tv*rfT^'''>  '^  ^h's  system  should  be  adopted,)  for 
the  ordinary  facilities  of  travelling  and  transpor- 
tation, then  the  State  governments  become  use- 
less machines,  and  are  not  worth  the  expense  of 
maintaining.  You  supersede  them  in  the  exer- 
cise of  their  most  appropriate  functions,  and  dis- 
solve the  strongest  tie  which  connects  them  with 
the  people  of  the  States.  What,  then,  becomes 
of  the  boasted  equilibrium  of  our  system,  which 
has  always  been  regarded  as  the  best  preservative 
of  our  liberties?  It  is  gone;  it  is  doubly  gone. 
You  destroy  it,  not  only  by  taking  away,  in  effect, 
an  important  power  from  the  State  governments, 
but  by  delivering  the  same  power,  with  an  in- 
creased mass  of  patronage  and  of  influence,  into 
the  hands  of  the  General  Government. 
When  Mr.  Rives  had  concluded — 
Mr.  BucKNER,  of  Kentucky,  said,  that,  in  re- 
questing the  indulgence  of  the  Committee,  he 
very  much  feared  that  he  should  be  considered  as 
guilty  of  a  most  unseasonable  and  improper  intru- 
sion. He  knew  that  the  subject  had  excited  great 
interest  throughout  every  part  of  the  Union,  and 
had  been  investigated  long  since,  by  some  of  the 
most  able  and  enlightened  statesmen  of  the  coun- 
try; and,  among  others,  by  our  present  venerable 
Chief  Magistrate,  whose  opinions  must  at  all 
times  be  considered  as  entitled  to  the  very  high- 
est respect,  whether  we  regard  that  sincerity  of 
heart,  and  devotion  to  the  interests  of  his  country, 
which  have  so  uniformly  marked  his  course,  or 
that  fund  of  useful  practical  information  and  pow- 
ers of  strong  logical  argument  which  have  gained 
for  him  the  eminent  and  dignified  stand  which  he 
now  occupies.  Nor,  sir,  continued  he,  shall  I  for- 
get, that,  within  a  few  days  past,  this  subject  has 
been  most  ably  and  elaborately  discussed.  It 
would,  therefore,  be  vanity  in  him  to  suppose  that 
he  could  cast  upon  it  any  great  additional  light. 
The  disposition,  however,  so  evidently  displayed 
by  the  Committee,  to  listen  to  all  that  could  be 
urged,  for  or  against  a  system  of  internal  improve- 
ment by  this  Government,  (to  which  the  present 
bill  was  to  be  considered  but  as  a  preparatory 
step,)  had  encouraged  him  to  offer  the  few  re- 
marks he  was  about  to  submit.  In  doing  it,  he 
was  satisfied  that  he  had  nothing  to  depend  upon 
to  insure  attention,  but  their  kindpess  and  com- 
plaisance. Mr.  B.  said  he  should  vote  for  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill,  because  he  did  not  feel  any  doubts 
as  to  the  constitutionality  of  the  measure,  and, 
from  a  conviction  that  the  .most  salutary  conse- 
quences would  result  from  it,  to  the  Union.  A 
most  gloomy  and  terrific  picture  of  its  effects  had 
been  drawn  by  several  gentlemen  opposed  to  the 
bill.  They  would  induce  us  to  believe  that  it  will 
be  an  usurpation  of  power,  on  the  part  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government,  by  which  Stale  sovereignty  is 
to  be  destroyed,  and  the  fabric  of  liberty  made  to 
totter  to  its  very  centre.  An  honorable  gentleman 
from  Vermont  (Mr.  Mallary)  has  represented 
this  Government  as  commencing  the  attack  upon 


the  State  which  he  has  the  honor  in  nart  to  rep- 
resent ;  and  under  the  fair  pretence  oi  regulating 
and  facilitating  commerce  between  the  States, 
and  providing  the  m^ans  of  diffusing  political  in- 
formation, a  road  or  a  canal  is  made.  No  other 
State  would  feel  sufficient  interest  to  interfere  in 
the  matter,  and  poor  Vermont,  unaided  and  alone, 
falls  an  easy  victim  in  this  most  unequal  contest. 
Some  adjoining  State  next  feels  the  grasp  of  ty- 
ranny and  usurpation  ;  and  thus  the  States,  one 
by  one,  share  the  same  fate.  But  is  not  all  this 
mere  fancy  ?  Howj  in  the  name  of  common 
sense,  said  Mr.  B.,  can  the  making  of  a  fine  road 
or  canal  in  a  State,  over  which,  when  made,  the 
General  Government  will  not  attempt  the  exer- 
cise of  an  exclusive  legislation,  operate  to  the  in- 
jury of  such  State,  or  in  the  least  impair  its  sov- 
ereignty ?  If,  sir,  this  Government  shall  ever  so 
far  lose  sight  of  its  true  principles,  as  to  aim  at 
the  downfall  of  State  rights,  it  will  not  commence 
the  perpetration  of  so  wicked  and  nefarious  a  de- 
sign, by  exhausting  its  funds  in  improving,  beau- 
tifying, and  strengthening  the  States.  The  pow- 
ers, which  are  indisputably  conferred  on  it,  to  lay 
and  collect  taxes,  without  limitation,  to  raise  and 
support  armies,  to  provide  and  maintain  a  navy, 
Ac,  are  the  means  which  would  be  resorted  to; 
and  against  the  abuse  of  which  powers,  the  intel- 
ligence and  patriotism  of  our  citizens,  and  the 
responsibility  of  every  officer  of  the  Government, 
either  mediately  or  immediately,  to  the  people, 
form  the  only  sure  and  effectual  protection. 

Such,  sir,  continued  Mr.  B.,  are  the  advantages 
which  would,  in  my  estimation,  result  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  by  the  adoption  and  judicious  execu- 
tion of  a  system  of  internal  improvement,  by  this 
Government,  that,  before  its  expediency  was  ques- 
tioned by  those  who  stand  opposed  to  the  passage 
of  this  bill,  I  had  supposed  the  argument  would 
have  turned  exclusively  on  the  Constitutional 
question  involved  in  it.  The  President,  in  the 
objection;*  which  he  made  to  the  passage  of  a  bill 
on  a  former  occasion,  embracing  the  same  point, 
not  only  acknowledges  the  propriety  of  such  a 
measure,  (if,  constitutionally,  it  could  be  execu- 
ted,) but  warmly  recommends  such  an  amend- 
ment of  the  Constitution,  as  would  clearly  confer 
the  necessary  power.  But  it  has  been  insisted 
that  each  State  could  attend,  with  more  conve- 
nience, to  the  construction  of  such  improvements 
as  might  be  necessary,  than  the  General  Govern-  ' 
ment;  because  they  would  be  more  immediately 
under  the  inspection  of  such  State.  Whether, 
however,  they  be  made  by  a  State  or  by  thisGrov- 
ernment,  it  is  evident  that  the  construction  of 
them  would  be  superintended  by  agents  employed 
for  that  purpose;  or  that  they  would  be  made  by 
individuals,  under  contract,  with  the  Government. 
It  would,  therefore,  be  as  convenient  to  the  one 
as  to  the  other.  But  if  ever  this  Government 
shall  attempt  such  a  course,  it  was  said  that  par- 
tiality was  to  be  displayed.  Such  a  conclusion, 
i  however,  is  deducible  only  from  that  want  of  in- 
tegrity and  vigilance  in  those  to  whom  the  man- 
agement of  the  public  concerns  may  be  confided, 
which  cannot  reasonably  be  presumed  ;  and  ought 
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not,  therefore,  to  be  indulged  in.  The  argument  tinued  he,  since  the  observations  of  that  gentle- 
relied  upon  to  prove  the  inexpediency  of  the  meas-  |  man  have  authorized  a  reply,  he  would  assure  him 
ure,  in  which  it  was  insisted  that  an  interference  that  the  Western  people  shrank  not  from  a  com- 
bj^  this  Government  would  very  much  diminish,  parisoa  with  any,  however  ardent  their  zeal  for 
il  not  entirely  take  away,  all  inducements  on  the  i  the  public  cause  may  be,  or  however  meritorious 
part  of  each  State  to  incur  much  trouble  or  ex- !  were  their  public  services.  They  are  devoted  to 
pense  in  making  roads  and  canals,  appears  to  be  j  their  Government,  as  securing  to  them  all  the 
entitled  to  rather  more  consideration.  But  it  is  1  blessings  of  freemen,  and  are  willing  and  ready 
evident  that  no  projects  of  the  kind,  except  those  I  at  all  times  when  necessary,  to  risk  their  property 
of  great  national  importance,  ought  or  would  be  j  and  their  lives  in  support  of  that  liberty  which 
undertaken  by  it;  and  as  to  them,  from  the  want ,  they  regard  as  the  richest  legacy  bequeathed  to 
of  concert  and  unanimity  of  purpose  between  the  |  them  by  their  ancestors — that  liberty  before  whose 
States  through  whose  territory  the  road  or  canal  '  altar  they  had  been  taught  from  their  very  in- 
might  be  conducted,  as  well  as  from  the  further  i  fancy,  to  liow  as  with  an  idolatrous  reverence, 
consideration  that  it  might  not  be  the  interest  of  But  the  measure  proposed,  it  is  believed,  cannot 
any  one  State  to  undertake  them,  we  cannot  hojw  fail  to  have  a  salutary  effect  on  all.  We'have  an 
to  see  much  effected  through  the  public  spirit  of  I  extensive  territory,  which,  from  time  to  time,  is 
any  one  or  more  States.  Take,  for  example,  the  |  getting  to  be  still  more  extensive,  and  with  it  our 
great  Cumberland  road — would  it  ever  have  been  i  population  is  spreading.  Our  Government  al- 
undertaken  or  completed  by  the  States  through  1  though  the  best,  no  doubt,  that  any  people  on 
which  it  passes  1  And  yet  who  would  deny  its  j  earth  were  ever  blessed  with,  is  still  the  result  of 
great  and  almost  unlimited  importance  to  the  I  human  wisdom,  and,  therefore,  not  perfect.  With 
Union?  It  stands  a  proud  monument  of  national  i  all  its  excellencies,  its  warmest  and  most  enthusi- 
mdustrv  and  the  patriotic  enterprise  of  its  project-  astic  admirers  would  not  insist  that  energy  and 
ors.  He  needed  not,  however,  consume  time  by  '  promptness  of  action  are  its  distinguishintr  char- 
considering  separately  all  the  objections  which  i  acteristics.  There  appeared,  to  be  sure, "at  this 
had  been  urged  against  a  system  of  internal  im-  \  particular  time,  to  be  but  little  necessity  of  form- 
proveraent.  Its  advantages  were  too  obvious  to  j  ing  additional  ligaments  by  which  to  unite  us  • 
require  such  a  course.  It  would  give  an  addi-  j  all  appear  to  be  actuated  by  one  common  purpose! 
tional  impulse  to,  and  open  new  sources  of,  com-  i  He  would  not  even  say  that  there  had  been  a  pe- 
merce  between  the  Slates,  (a  consideration,  in  his  '  riod  since  the  establish n>ent  of  this  Government 
opinion,  far  more  important  than  our  foreign  com-    when  strong  symptoms  of  an  approaching  storm 


merce ;)  it  would  furnish  strong  incentives  to  in 
dustry,  and  would  save  great  labor  and  expense 
to  our  citizens  in  carrying  their  produce  from  one 
part  of  the  country  to  another.  The  facilities, 
als.0,  which  it  would  afford  to  the  United  States, 
in  marching  our  armies,  in  transporting  to  points 
where  they  may  be  wanted,  provisions,  arms,  and 
all  the  munitions  of  war,  could  not  be  too  highly 
appreciated.  But  m  no  point  of  view,  said  he, 
would  it  be  more  important,  than  in  the  happy 
effect  it  would  produce  in  extending  and  encour- 
aging a  familiar  intercourse  between  our  citizens. 
An  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  S.) 
has  told  us,  that  "he  entertains  no  fears  upon  the 
'subject;  that  no  man  could  make  him  believe 
'  that  the  rejection  of  this  bill,  or  the  refusal  to 
'  exercise  the  power  now  claimed,  is  to  separate 
'  these  States,  or  alienate  the  affections  of  the 
'  West  from  the  Union." 

No,  sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  as  a  representative  of  a 
certain  portion  of  that  brave  and  patriotic  people, 
I  should  be  sorely  mortified,  could  it  with  propri- 
ety be  insinuated,  that  such  a  measure  was  par- 
ticularly necessary  for  the  West ;  or  that  they  felt 
less  devotion  to  the  interests  and  prosperity  of  their 
Government,  than  the  people  of  any  other  section 
of  the  United  Slates.  He  meant  not  vainly  to 
boast  of  either  their  valor  or  their  patriotism. 
Let  their  conduct  during  the  last  war,  and  on  all 
occasions  when  an  opportunity  has  offered  for  a 
display  of  those  noWe  virtues,  bear  testimony  in 
their  favor.  It  affords  a  more  unerring  test  of 
their  worth  than  idle  eulogiums,  which  are  often 
pronounced  when  least  deserved.     But,  sir,  con- 


had  appeared.  It  would  not,  perhaps,  be  proper  to 
recur  to  any  particular  occasion  of  the  kind  as  a 
topic  of  public  discussion.  If  at  any  time  our 
poliiical  horizon  had  been  darkened  by  such  a 
cloud,  happily  it  had  been  long  since  dissipated, 
and  the  sunshine  of  harmony  and  good  feeling 
again  warmed  and  illumined  every  part  of  this 
great  and  flourishing  Republic. 

But,  let  it  be  recollected,  said  Mr.  B.,  that  we 
are  as  yet  in  the  youthful  vigor  of  of  our  republi- 
can principles.  Our  domestic  situation  may  not 
always  present  a  prospect  so  pleasing.  We  can- 
not claim  an  entire  exemption  from  some  portion 
of  that  combustible  matter  which  was  to  be  found, 
to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  in  the  bosom  of  every 
Government  that  ever  existed,  or  ever  will  exist, 
until  human  nature  shall  be  changed — until  angry 

passions  shall  no  longer  swell  the  human  breast 

nor  a  sleepless  ambition  disturb  its  repose.  As 
wise  legislators,  then,  let  us  take  every  step  in  our 
power  to  perpetuate  the  Union,  which  had  pro- 
duced a  rapidiiy  of  growth  in  national  prosperity 
and  imporunce  of  which  the  history  of  mankind 
furnishes  no  parallel ;  which,  with  the  representa- 
tive principle,  has  made  our  Government  the  ad- 
miration of  the  wise  of  every  country,  if  not  the 
dread  of  tyrants  throughout  the  world.  A  sepa- 
ration of  the  Slates  is  an  evil  not  only  more  prob- 
able, but  even  more  to  be  deprecated  than  a  con- 
solidation of  power  ;  and  if  ever  the  predictions 
of  our  downfall  by  the  enemies  of  Republics  shall 
be  realized,  it  is  to  be  the  result  of  a  separation  pro- 
duced by  sectional  feelings  and  jealousies.  But, 
whatever  may  be  the  advantages  of  the  proposed 


1365 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1366 


February,  1824. 


Surveys  /or  Roads  and  Canals. 


H.  OF  R. 


measure,  it  is  insisted  that  the  Constitution  con- 
fers no  power  on  Congress  to  interfere  in  it.  If 
gentlemen  be  correct  in  that  view  of  the  subject, 
so  let  it  rest,  until,  by  an  amendment,  all  doubt 
may  be  removed  ;  for  no  blessing  should  be  con- 
sidered as  otherwise  than  dearly  purchased  by  a 
wilful  violation  of  that  sacred  instrument.  Be- 
lieving, however,  that  the  necessary  power  had 
been  clearly  conferred,  he  would  concisely  give 
his  views  on  that  subject. 

Permit  me,  however,  said  Mr.  B.,  before  I  enter 
into  a  particular  exiunination  of  the  clause  by 
which  the  power  is  either  expressly  given,  or  from 
which  It  is  clearly  deducible,  to  answer  some  re- 
marks made  as  to  the  nature  of  our  Government, 
and  the  powers  intended  to  be  conferred  on  it.  It 
was  insisted,  that  those  matters  only  were  intended 
to  be  confided  to  the  care  of  this  Government,  in 
which  all  the  States  were  equally  interested  ;  and, 
assuming  that  position  as  correct,  it  was  further 
urged,  that  a  road  or  a  canal,  in  a  particular  State, 
could  not  be  equally  interesting  and  beneficial  to 
every  part  of  the  United  Stales.  No  view,  how- 
ever, could  be  more  obviously  incorrect.  The 
regulation  of  foreign  commerce  is  expressly  dele- 
gated to  Congress — so  is  also  the  power  to  provide 
and  maintain  a  navy.  In  these  matters,  every 
part  of  the  Union  is  interested;  but  are  they  all 
equally  interested  ?  Are  there  not  States  whose 
safety  is  less  dependent  on  the  protection  afford- 
ed by  a  navy,  than  others  which  lie  exposed  on 
the  seacoast  /  Are  there  not  States  whose  situa- 
tion and  internal  re^ources  render  them  less  de- 
pendent than  others,  upon  the  aid  of  foreign  com- 
merce? Other  matters,  in  which  all  are  equally 
interested,  have  been  left  to  the  direction  of  the 
States  respectively.  In  the  administration  of  jus- 
lice,  for  instance,  all  feel  an  equal  interest.  It  is 
as  important  to  ihe  people  of  Kentucky,  that  their 
statute  of  descents  should  be  bottomed  upon  cor- 
rect principles,  as  it  is  to  the  people  of  Virginia; 
yet  each  State  is  left  to  exercise  an  uncontrolled 
discretion  over  that  subject  within  its  own  terri- 
tory. I  do  not  know,  said  Mr.  B.,  that  any  cer- 
tain rule  could  be  laid  down  by  which  to  judge  of 
the  intention  of  the  framers  of  the  Constitution, 
respecting  the  power  granted.  It  was  necessary 
to  confer  so  much  as  would  be  sufficient  to  pro- 
vide for  the  common  defence  and  general  welfare ; 
and  they  appear  to  have  been,  in  most  cases,  cau- 
tious not  to  leave  to  the  control  of  the  States, 
such  matters  as  would  most  probably  have  been 
managed  by  each  State  with  an  eye  to  its  own 
aggrandizement,  regardless  of  the  interest  of  others 
— as,  for  example,  foreign  commerce,  and  com- 
merce among  the  States.  Under  the  Articles  of 
Confederation,  previous  to  the  adoption  of  our 
Constitution,  various  regulations  concerning  com- 
merce were  made  by  different  Slates,  founded 
upon  dissimilar  views  of  the  subject,  and  regard- 
less of  the  interests  of  any  other  State,  except 
that  adopting  the  regulations,  which  proved  inju- 
rious to  all;  and  hence  the  clause  in  the  ninth 
section  of  the  first  article:  "  No  preference  shall 
'  be  given  by  any  regulation  of  commerce  or  rev- 
«  enue,  to  the  ports  of  one  State  over  those  of  ano- 


'  iher,"  &c.  And  here,  sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  let  me  re- 
mark, that  the  observations  already  made,  as  to 
the  inequality  of  interests  of  different  Slates,  in 
the  protection  and  extension  of  foreign  commerce, 
and  as  to  a  navy,  furnish  a  satisfactory  answer  to 
the  argument  relied  on,  that,  as  the  Constitution 
provides  that  "all  duties,  imposts,  and  excises, shall 
be  uniform  throughout  the  United  States,"  and 
that  no  capitation,  or  other  direct  tax,  shall  be  laid, 
unless  in  proportion  to  the  census  or  enumeration 
directed  to  be  taken,  therefore  no  appropriation  of 
money  could  be  made,  to  the  construction  of  a 
road  or  a  canal,  in  one  State,  which  would  not 
afford  equal  advantages  to  all.  Indeed,  few,  if 
any,  appropriations  are  made,  which  operate  with 
perfect  equality  on  every  section.  A  certain  de- 
gree of  liberality  and  magnanimity  of  temper 
must  be  observed,  on  such  occasions,  or  it  is  m 
vain  that  we  have  associated  for  the  purposes  of 
common  defence  and  general  welfare.  It  has  also 
been  insisted,  that  all  municipal  power  was  in- 
tended to  be  reserved  to  the  Stales  respectively, 
and  that,  as  the  power  to  make  a  road  or  a  canal 
is  of  that  character,  therefore  it  was  not  intended 
to  be  granted.  The  conclusion  is  corrrtt,  if  the 
premises  be  so  ;  but  here,  again,  the  fallacy  of  the 
argument  results  from  the  error  of  the  position  as- 
sumed. But  the  true  question  here  is,  not  by  what 
name  the  power  granted  should  be  called,  but  has 
the  power  been  granted  ?  It  is  immaterial  whe- 
ther we  call  it  a  national,  a  federal,  or  a  munici- 
pal power  ;  whether  it  was  conferred  by  the  States 
as  such,  or  by  the  people  of  the  United  Slates,  as 
a  nation.  In  either  case,  it  was  granted  by  those 
who  had  a  right  to  do  so.  If,  however,  it  were 
necessary  to  show  ihat  power,  strictly  municipal, 
has  been  conferred  on  Congress,  I  would  only  ask, 
said  Mr.  B.,  what  is  meant  by  municipal  power; 
and  then  turn  to  the  eighth  section  of  the  first  ar- 
ticle of  the  Constitution.  The  obligation  of  na- 
tional law  cannot  be  traced  to  legislative  enact- 
ment. It  depends  upon  the  principles  of  natural 
justice,  and  has  been  adopted  by  the  consent  of 
nations.  Municipal  or  civil  law  is  a  rule  of  con- 
duct prescribed  by  a  people  for  the  government  of 
themselves.  "  CivUe  jus  est  quod  quisque  populus 
sihi  constiluity 

I  proceed  now,  said  Mr.  B.,  to  the  examination 
of  the  clause  of  the  Constitution,  which  gives  to 
Congress  the  power  to  regulate  commerce  with 
foreign  nations,  and  among  the  several  States,  ice. 
What  is  meant  by  the  regulation  of  commerce  ? 
Does  it  consist  in  prescribing  rules  concerning  it, 
without  the  power  to  enforce  those  rules?  Or, 
was  it  intended  to  give  to  Congress  its  entire  man- 
agement and  direction  ?  It  is  said  that  this  power 
was  given  "  to  prevent  undue  advantages  being 
'  taken  of  those  States  which  were  less  favorably 
'  situated  than  others,  by  the  laying  of  exactions 
'  on  the  passage  of  their  products  to  a  market." 
Suppose,  then,  that  a  State  should  lay  and  at- 
tempt to  enforce  such  exactions,  could  not  the 
General  Government  interpose  its  authority  and 
remedy  the  evil  ?  Its  power  in  such  cases  could 
not  be  denied.  If  a  Stale  should  atterapi  to  pre- 
vent the  citizens  of  any  other  Stale  from  a  free 
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passage  with  their  produce,  through  the  territory 
of  such  State,  by  placing  obstacles  in  the  way,  as 
by  closing  the  only  direct  or  convenient  road, 
would  any  one  denv  the  propriety  of  the  interfer- 
ence of  the  General  Government  ?  If,  then.  Con- 
gress has  the  power,  so  far  to  regulate  commerce 
between  the  Stales  as  to  provide  for  the  removal 
of  such  obf^tacles,  upon  the  same  reasoning  it  must 
be  admitted  that  it  has  the  power  to  cause  natural 
obstructions  to  be  removed  by  opening  a  necessary 
road  and  canal.  The  citizens  of  some  States 
would  be  in  a  most  unpleasant  predicament,  if 
any  other  State  had  the  right  to  refuse  to  them 
permission  to  pass  through  its  territory  with  their 
produce.  If  it  cannot  prevent  them  by  exactions, 
so  neither  can  it  by  clearing  a  road,  or  by  refus- 
ing to  open  one,  or  to  permit  it  to  be  opened. 

But  this,  say  gentlemen,  is  a  limited  Govern- 
ment, and  especially  in  its  powers  of  appropriation. 
Be  it  so.      But  if  we  have  a  right  to  appropriate 
money  under  this  clause,  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
tecting and  extending  foreign  commerce,  we  have 
the  same  right  to  aid,  in  the  same  way,  commerce 
among  the  several  States.     From  the  very  com- 
mencement of  this  Government  to  the  present 
period,  has  Congress  claimed  and  exercised  the 
right  to  appropriate  large  sums  of  money  to  facili- 
tate and  extend  foreign  commerce,  by  the  erection 
of  not   only  lighthouses,  dec,  which   are  within 
State  limits,  but  also  for  other  conveniences,  such 
as  buoys,  marine  canals,  &c.     Now,  although  the 
exercise  of  such  a  power  does  not  prove  that  it 
has  been  rightfully  exercised,  yet  I  must  insist, 
that  the  construction  thus  given  to  the  Constitu- 
tion, which  has  been  persevered  in  for  such  a 
series  of  years,  which  has  never  been  complained 
of  by  any,  and  which  has  proven  to  be  practically 
beneficial,  ought  to  be  considered  as  conclusive. 
Indeed,  all  who  oppose  this  measure,  acknowledge 
the  correctness  of  such  appropriations  for  foreign 
commerce,  when  made  under  the  eighth  sect'on 
of  the  first  article,  or  when  made  beyond  the  lim- 
its of  a  State.     If,  then,  this  be  a  limited  Gov- 
ernment, in  its  powers  of  appropriation,  and  can- 
not direct  one  cent  to  be  expended  for  the  effectu- 
ation of  any  object,  which  the  Constitution  does 
not  recognise  as  correct,  and    money   has  been 
rightfully  expended  to  facilitate  foreign  commerce, 
it  follows,  of  course,  that  the  Constitution  author- 
izes the  appropriation  of  money  for  the  same  pur- 
poses, and  to  the  same  extent,  in  relation  to  the 
encouragement  of  commerce  among  the  States, 
for  the  power  is  granted  as  to  each  kind  of  com- 
merce, in  the  same  clause,  and  by  the  same  words, 
Mo  regulate."     The  rules  of  construction,  as  to 
all  grants,  are  the  same.     If,  by  deed,  two  tracts 
of  land  were  conveyed  to  the  same  individual,  in 
the  same  clause  and  words,  it  would  be  a  strange 
construction  of  such  deed  to  say,  that  as  to  one 
tract,  an  estate  in  fee  simple  passed;  but,  as  to  the 
other,  an  estate  for  life  only,  or  for  years.     The 
gentlemen  from  Virginia  (Mr.  P.  P.  Barbour) 
thinks  that  the  analogy  from  the  general  power 
to  the  particular  act,  is  not  as  strong  in  the  one 
case  as  the  other.    He  furnished  us,  however,  with 
no  reasons,  I  believe,  for  the  opinion.     The  ne- 


cessity, as  well  as  propriety  of  extending  aid  to 
commerce  among  the  States,  is  surely  as  great  as 
it  is  to  foreign  commerce.     Having  then  shown 
that  Congress  has  constitutionally  the  right  to 
appropriate  money  for  the  regulation  of  domestic 
commerce,  let  us  consider  how  far  they  may  do 
so,  for  the  construction  of  such  improvements  as 
may   be  necessary  for  that  purpose,  within  the 
li^mits  of  a   Stale.      Who  can  complain  of  the 
General  Government  for  procuring  property  in 
the  different  States,  upon  which  to  make  those 
improvements  to  regulate  cwramerce  among  them? 
The  States.     Who  granted  the  power  to  appro- 
priate money  for  that  purpose?     I  answer,  the 
States.      Is  it,  then,  consistent  with  good  reason- 
ing, to  argue,  that  they  conferred  upon  Congress 
a  right  to  lay  out  ihe  public  money  to  regulate 
commerce  among  them  ;  and  yet,  that  they  in- 
tended to  withhold  from  il  the  means  of  pursuing 
that  course,  which,  of  all  others,  is  the  best  calcu- 
lated to  effectuate  the  great  object  of  the  grant  ? 
But,  it  is  said,  that  the  General  Government 
cannot   exercise   exclusive   legislation    over   any 
place  which  ii  may  purchase  in  any  Slate,  unless, 
under  the  eicrhth  section  of  the  said  article,  the 
purchase  shall  be  made,  with  the  consent  of  the 
State  in  which  it  shall  be,  for  the  erection  of  forts, 
magazines,  arsenals,  dock  yards,  and  oihcr  need- 
ful buildings.     This  is  not  denied.     But  is  there 
not  an  obvious  difierence  between  procuring  prop- 
erty by  purchase — holding  it.  too,  under  the  laws 
ol  the  State  in  which  it  may  be,  and  the  exercise 
of  exclusive  legislation  over  it  ?     Such  a  power 
over  forts,  magazines,  &c.,  in  the   bosom   of  a 
Slate,  contrary  to  its  consent,  was  thought,  per- 
haps, to  be  dangerous  and  unnecessary.    But  what 
authority  was  that  clause  intended  to  convey?  A 
right  to  purchase?     Certainly  not ;  but  to  exer- 
cise exclusive  legislation  over  the  property  when 
purchased  with  the  consent  of  the  States.     This 
clause,  so  far  from  proving  that  the  Government 
cannot  purchase  property  to  effectuate  Constitu- 
tional objects,  appears  evidently  to  be  predicated 
upon  the  previous  right  to  purchase.      Express 
authority  is  given   lo  lay  and  collect  duties  and 
imposts.     To  effectuate  the  collection  of  imposts, 
custom-houses  are  necessary.  But  is  it  true  that  the 
Government  shall  not,  by  contract  for  ihe  rent  of 
a  suitable  house,  or  by  purchase,  (which  would  be 
the  same  in  principle,  for,  if  it  -an  rent,  it  can 
purchase,)  avail  itself  of  that  convenience?  When 
a  grant  of  power  is  made,  all  that  is  necessary  to 
the  complete  effectuation  of  the  object  contem- 
plated passes  by  implication.     And,  if  this  were 
not  a  sound  rule  of  construction,  (which,  how- 
ever, none  will  deny,)  by  the  last  clause  of  the 
section  alluded  to,  authority  is  expressly  given  to 
Congress  "  to  make  all  laws  which  shall  be  neces- 
sary for  carrying  into  execution  all  powers  vested 
by   the  Constitution   in    the  Government    of  the 
United  Stales."     And,  sir,  the  Government  is  not 
dependent,  as  has  been  stated,  upon  the  will  of  a 
Slate,  or  even    Slates,  to  carry  into  effect  the 
power  rested  in  il  by  the  Con.stituiion.     It  has 
been  said,  to  prove  its  dependence,  "that  a  State 
might  refuse  lo  elect  Senalorc'     To  be  sure,  it 
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might  refuse,  and  the  Senators  might  refuse  to    said  a  gentleman,  when  any  thing  is  to   be  per- 
discharge  the  duties  incumbent  on  them  after  they  I  formed  which  requires  physical  force.     He  gave 
came  here.     The  President  might  refuse  to  sign 
any  bill  passed  by  Congress,  or  lo  return  it  wiih 
his  objections.     The  people  of  the  State  may  re- 
fuse to  elect  Representatives,  and,  indeed,  might 


rise  in   re 


bell 


ion 


it;   but   would   not   all 
these  omissions  be  a  violation  of  duty,  and  of  the 


against 


us  various  illustrations  of  the  ideas  which  he 
wished  to  convey  on  that  point,  and  so  very  fine 
and  hair-spun  were  his  distinctions,  that  we  are  at 
a  loss  to  determine  whether  it  was  more  difficult 
to  comprehend  ihe  argument  or  retain  the  impres- 
sion.    Let  us,  however,  take  one  of  the  examples 


Constitution?  Surely,  no  sound  argument  of ;  which  he  gave.  If,  said  he,  authority  is  given  to 
the  lack  of  Constitutional  authority  on  the  part  j  establish  a  house  of  enlertainment,  could  that  be 
of  this  Government  is  deducible  from  the  physi-  construed  into  an  authority  to  build  a  house  ? 
cal  power  on  the  part  of  a  State  or  Suies  to  resist  Suppose  that  gentleman  were  applied  to  for  his 
that  authority.  !  advice,  and  a  written  contract  presented  to  him  in 

But  how,  it  is  asked,  continued  Mr.  B.,  shall  the  j  which  the  owner  of  a  tract  of  land  had  granted  an 
Government  gel  such  property  as  may  be  neces-  \  individual  the  authority  to  estabiishoxi  such  tract  a 
sary,  unless  the  owners  choose  to  sell  it  ?  How,  I  i  house  of  enleriainmeni,  and  there  was  no  house 
ask  in  reply,  shall  provisions  for  the  support  of  our  !  on  it,  or  one  entirely  unfitted  for  such  purpose, 


armies  be  obtained,  if  the  owners  should  be  un 

willing  lo  sell  them  at  a  fair  price  ?     The  reply  is 

obvious.     They  must  be  taken.     No  authority  is 


would  that  gentleman  say  that  the  lessee  should 
not  have  a  right,  at  his  own  expense,  to  build  a 
suitable  house  ?     Would  he  tell  him,  after  having 


expresfcly  given  to  do  so ;  nor  is  any  expressly  given  !  been  busily  engaged  in  invesiigating  the  subject, 
to  quarter  soldiers  in  the  houses  of  our  citizen*  in  {  with  his  law  books  on  one  hand  and  his  lexicons 
lime  of  war ;  but  the  authority  to  do  each  is  clearly  I  on  the  other,  that  he  could  find  no  place  in  which 
implied  ;  for  it  is  declared  that  "no  soldier  shall,  |  the  words  "  lo  establish"  were  used  to  signify  "to 
'  in  time  of  peace  be  quartered  in  any  house  with-  do  any  thing  which  required  physical  force, '  and 
'  out  the  consent  of  the  owner,  or,  in  time  of  war,  I  that,  unless  he  could  build  a  house  without  physi- 
'  but  in  a  manner  to  be  prescribed  by  law."  "  Nor  '  cal  force,  he  must  lose  ihe  benefit  of  his  contract? 
shall  private  properly  be  taken  for  public  use,  with-  j  In  construing  all  instruments  of  writing,  of  what- 
out  just  compensation."  The  argument  which  I  ever  character  ihey  may  be,  is  it  not  more  reason- 
has  been  relied  upon,  that  we  should  violate  every  able  lo  understand  the  words  in  the  sense  in  which, 
rule  of  justice  and  morality  in  being  the  valuers  ;  from  a  view  of  the  whole  instrument,  it  is  reason- 
of  the  property  taken  by  us,  is  entirely  untenable.  ,  able  lo  presume  they  were  intended  to  be  under- 
When  a  Stale  deems  it  expedient  to  make  a  road,    stood  ? 

if  il  is  lo  pass  through  the  land  of  one  of  its  ciii-  j  II  has  also  been  urged  that  the  clause  referred 
zens,  a  writ  of  ad  quod  damnum  issues,  and,  by  the  to  gave  lo  the  General  Government  a  right  of 
verdict  of  a  jury  empannelled  for  that  purpose,  i  way  only  ;  and  that  any  lawyer  would  acknowl- 
ihe  value  of  the  ground  is  ascertained.  The  same  '  edge  that  a  grant  of  a  right  of  way  only,  convey- 
may  be  done  by  this  Government,  for  it  may  pass  ed  no  interest  in  the  soil  ;  that  if,  under  such  cir- 
all  laws  necessary  and  proper  lo  execute  the  pow-  :  cumslances,  obstructions  were  thrown  in  the  way, 
ers  confided  to  it.  Such  a  measure  would,  how-  i  the  grantee  had  no  right  even  to  remove  them, 
ever,  never  be  necessary  on  the  part  of  the  General  ;  but  must  sue  and  recover  damages.  I  know  that 
Government.  Properly  can  always  be  purchased,  '  it  is  not  to  be  inferred,  as  the  opinion  of  that  gen- 
lo  make  such  improvements  as  would  be  under-  ;  tleman,  that  if,  by  order  of  the  county  courts,  ev- 
taken  by  it ;  and,  indeed,  it  should  give  even  more  ery  post  road  was  ordered  to  be  closed,  and  the 
than  the  value  of  the  property,  rather  than  resort  ;  passage  of  the  mail  prevented,  the  remedy  would 
to  an  exercise  of  its  ultimate  power,  in  such  cases,  i  be  by  suit ;  for  here  a  greater  difficulty  would  pre- 
The  danger  which  appears  to  have  been  appre-  j  sent  itself  than  in  construing  the  contract  "  to 
hended  from  such  a  step  is  altogether  imaginary,  establish  a  house  of  entertainment."  Against 
It  might,  to  be  sure,  be  perverted  to  very  improper  i  whom  should  the  suit  be  commenced  ?  Against 
purposes,  and  so  might  every  power  granted,  the  Stale,  or  against  the  worshipful  justices  of  the 
Without  even  literally  violating  the  Constitution,  |  county  court  ?  It  is  acknowledged  by  all  that  the 
taxation  might  be  extended  beyond  endurance,  I  Slate  has  no  authority  to  prevent  the  passage  of 
and  amount  lo  absolute  tyranny  ;  yet  the  safely  i  the  Uaiied  Slates  mail,  but  yet  the  county  court 
of  the  United  Stales  required  that  no  limitation  |  may  refuse  to  have  a  post  road  kept  in  such  a  con- 
should  be  affixed  to  the  grant  of  ihe  power,  as  it  j  dition  as  would  enable  those  whose  duly  it  is  to 
was  impo.ssible  to  foresee  the  particular  point  be-    carry  the  mail  to  get  along  with  it.     The  General 


yond  winch  it  should  not  be  extended.  Govern- 
ment can  no  more  exist  without  power  than  so- 
ciety can  exist  without  laws. 

But,  said  Mr.  B.,  the  power  to  make  roads  has 
been  clearly  given  by  the  clause  as  to  the  estaln 
lishment  or  post  offices  and  post  roads — upon 
which  he  intended  to  make  but  very  few  remarks, 
as  it  had  been  fully  commented  on  by  others. 
Many  nice  definitions  had  been  given  of  the  mean- 
ing of  the  word  "esUblish."    It  it  never  used, 


Government,  according  to  this  view  of  the  sub- 
ject, is  made  to  depend  for  the  execution  of  its 
power,  not  on  the  Slate  alone,  but  on  the  will  and 
caprice  of  a  county  court.  When  a  road  is  once 
made,  gentlemen  acknowledge  that  the  Govern- 
ment may  claim  and  exercise  the  right  to  use  it. 
The  State  muy  wish  to  alter  or  abolish  a  road,  but 
this  they  have  no  right  to  do.  But  we  must  not 
make  a  road.  Before  the  road  is  made  the  land 
belongs  to  the  Slate,  and  it  would  be  a  dangerous 


1371 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1372 


H.  or  R. 


l: 


ii 


I 


Surveys  /or  Road*  and  Canals, 


February,  1824. 


power  to  permit  the  United  States  Government  to 
interfere  with  its  right ;  but,  let  the  road  be  once 
made,  and  then  use  it  at  pleasure,  and  exercise, 
too,  such  authority  over  it  as  that  the  State  can- 
not abolish  it,  and  in  this  there  is  no  danger.  IT, 
Mr.  Chairman,  this  be  correct  reasoning,  1  confess 
it  is  beyond  my  comprehension.  Not  wishing, 
however,  to  consume  too  much  of  your  time,  I 
shall  submit  the  matter  without  further  observa- 
tions. 

When  Mr.  Buckner  had  concluded 

Mr.  McDuFFiE,  of  South  Carolina,  next  took 
the  floor  in  support  of  the  bill,  who,  at  4  o'clock, 
yielded  to  a  motion  for  rising;  and,  the  Commit- 
tee having  obtained  leave  to  sit  again,  the  House 
adjourned. 


Thursday,  February  5. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  P.  P.  Barbour,  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  allowing 
an  additional  compensation  to  William  F.  Gray, 
postmaster  at  Fredericksburg,  in  Virginia. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President 
OP  THE  United  States,  as  follows: 

To  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of 

Repreaenlativea  of  the  United  States  •• 
I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  agreeably  to  a  resolution 
of  that  House  of  the  1 1th  of  December  last,  with  the 
papers  which  accompanied  that  report. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
WASHiJroTOH,  Feb.  2,  1824. 

The  said  Message  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

SURVEYS  FOR  ROADS  AND  CANALS. 
The   House  then   again  resolved   itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  obtaining 
the  necessary  surveys,  estimates,  &c.,  for  roads 
and  canals. 

Mr.  McDuFFiE  concluded  the  speech  which  he 
commenced  yesterday,  in  support  of  the  bill.  His 
speech  follows  entire. 

Mr.  Chairman :  In  the  course  of  this  discussion, 
gentlemen  have  indulged   their  imaginations  in 
sketching  out  the  most  extravagant  and  fanciful 
pictures  of  the  abuses  which  would  result  from 
the  exercise  of  the  power  of  making  internal  im- 
provements by  Congress  ;  and,  by  this  sort  of  in- 
verted reasoning,  have  attempted   to  prove  that 
the  power  does  not  constitutionally  exist  in  Con- 
gress.   Nothing  can  more  clearly  show  the  diffi- 
culties of  the  position  they  have  assumed  under 
the  Constitution,  than  the  fact  that  they  are  com- 
pelled to  resort  to  arguments  of  this  description 
m  order  to  sustain  it :  for,  1  think  it  can  be  satisfac- 
torily shown,  that  it  is  against  the  whole  theory 
ol  our  political  system,  to  suppose  that  the  power 
in  question  is  more  liable  to  be  abused  by  the  Gen- 
eral Government  than  similar  powers  are  liable  to 
beabus^ed  by  theSiateGovernraents.   With  the  pur- 
pose, iherefore,  of  reclaiming  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  from  the  frightful  usurpations  gratuit- 
ously ascribed  to  this  Government,  and  of  directing 


it  to  the  sober  and  dispassionate  consideration  of 
the  principles  really  involved  in  the  subject  under 
discussion,  I  propose  to  otTer  a  few  preliminary 
remarks,  indicating  the  real  securities  provided  in 
the  Constitution  for  the  liberty  of  the  citizen,  and 
the  harmonious  operation  of  our  complicated  sys- 
tem of  Government. 

Almost  every  gentleman  who  has   addressed 
the  Committee  in  opposition  to  the  proposed  mea- 
sure, has  laid  down  some   general    proposition, 
classifying  the  powers  which  have  been  confided, 
respectively,  to  the  General  Government  and  to 
the  State  governments  ;  but  it  seems  to  me  they 
have  introduced   into  their  several  propositions, 
terms  much  more  vague  and   uncertain  than  the 
question  they  are  intended  to  elucidate.     To  lay 
it  down  as  a  general   rule,  that  all   municipal 
powers,   not   expressly   granted    to   the   General 
Government,  belong  to  the  State  governments, 
either  renders  nugatory  most  of  the  powers  of  this 
Government,  or  it  docs  not  advance  us  a  single 
step  towards  the  decision  of  the  question  we  are 
discussing.     I  shall  endeavor  to   bring  the  mind 
of  the  Commiitee  to  a  direct  perception  of  the 
things  upon  which  it  is  to  decide,  entirely  unem- 
barrassed by  terms  of  doubtful  signification. 

It  will  be  perceived,  from  a  casual  glance  at  the 
provisions  or  the  Constitution,  that  two  great  safe- 
guards are  provided  for  restraining  and  arresting 
the  usurpations  of  this  Government,  and  preserv- 
ing the  liberties  of  the  people.     One  of  these  re- 
sults  from  restrictions   upon    power;    ihe   other 
from  the  responsibility  of  those  who  exercise  pow- 
er, to  the  people  upon  whom  it  operates.     Those 
particular  acts  of  Government  which  are  essen- 
tially wrong,  and  which  no  emergency  can  jus- 
tify, are   ab^olutely  prohibited;  and  upon   those 
powers  which  rulers  are  naturally  prone  to  abuse, 
because  connected  with   their  own  defence,  and 
liable  to  the  influence  of  their  passions,  positive 
restrictions  are  imposed,  restraining  their  exercise 
to  certain  specified  emergencies.    Upon  these  prin- 
ciples. Congress  is  prohibited  from  pavsing  any 
law  respecting  the  establishment  of  religion,  or 
tending  to  abridge  the  freedom  of  conscience,  of 
speech,  or  of  the  press.     U{>on   the  same  princi- 

Eles,  Congress  is  prohibited  from  making  either 
onors  or  crimes  hereditary,  by  creating  titles  of 
nobility,  or  passing  bills  ot  attainder  ;  and,  also, 
from   suspending    the   privileges  of  the   writ  of 
habeas  corpus,  except  under   circumstances   pro- 
ducing a  sort  of  State  necessity  for  that  danger- 
ous exercise  of  sovereign  power.     And  it  is  wor- 
thy of  remark,  that  the  State  governments  also  are 
subjected  to  precisely  the  same  positive  restric- 
tions, in  all  cases  where  the  powers  under  consid- 
eration could  be  fairly  presumed  to  belong  to  them, 
under  the  general  distribution.     From  this  we  are 
brought  to  the  obvious  conclusion,  that  the  Con- 
vention did  not  regard   the  Stale  governments  as 
sentinels  upon  the  watch-towers  of  freedom,  or  in 
any  respect  more  worthy  of  confidence   than  the 
General  Government.    One  class  of  public  agents, 
as  they  are  not  exempted  from   the  nassioiis,  80 
they  have   no  claim  to   be  exempted  from  the  re- 
strictions belonging  to  another  class,  when  both 
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stand  in  the  same  relation  to  the  people.  It  was 
wise  and  provident,  therefore,  to  restrain  both  from 
the  exercise  of  powers,  which  are  so  peculiarly 
dangerous  in  their  nature.  And  here,  sir,  an  an- 
swer at  once  suggests  itself  to  a  remark,  made 
during  this  debate,  importing  that  the  same  prin- 
ciples of  construction  which  justify  the  exercise 
oi  the  power  to  make  internal  improvements  by 
this  Government,  go  equally  to  justify  the  cele- 
brated sedition  law.  The  unconstitutionality  of 
that  law  resulted  from  the  express  provision,  "  that 
Congress  shall  pass  no  law  abridging  the  freedom 
of  speech  or  of  the  press."  It  was  a  violation  of 
an  express  restriction  upon  the  power  of  Con- 
gress; and  until  gentlemen  point  out  a  similar 
restriction  upon  the  power  of  improving  the  coun- 
try and  developing  its  resources,  they  must  aban- 
don the  argument,  deduced  from  this  analogy,  as 
indefensible.  The  only  eflect  of  introducing  such 
an  argument  into  this  discussion,  is  to  awaken  as- 
sociations which  do  not  belong  to  the  subject. 

Having  thus  pointed  out  the  class  oi  powers 
which  is  the  proper  subject  of  positive  restriction, 
let  us  inquire  what  is  the  principle  which  governs 
the  distribution  of  that  residuary  mass  of  useful 
and  necessary  powers  which  constitute  the  sover- 
eignty of  the  nation,  and  which  every  Government, 
or  system  of  Governments  worthy  of  the  name, 
must  exercise  by  some  of  its  functionaries.  In 
determining  whether  a  given  subject  of  legislation 
should  belong  to  Congress  or  to  the  State  Legisla- 
tures, the  inquiry  with  the  Convention  was  not, 
which  of  these  will  be  most  likely  to  abuse  the 
trust,  but  to  which  ot  them  does  it  appropriately 
belong,  in  reference  both  to  their  organization  and 
the  great  objects  they  were  designed  to  accomplish  ? 
It  was  not  a  question  of  civil  fiberty,  but  of  politi- 
cal harmony.  In  this  view  of  the  subject,  I  would 
lay  it  down  as  a  general  rule,  that  all  those  sub- 
jects of  legislation  which  concern  the  general  in- 
terests of  the  whole  Union,  which  have  a  plain  and 
obvious  relation  to  the  powers  expressly  granied, 
and  which  a  single  State  government  cannot  reg- 
ulate, naturally  belong  to  the  General  Govern- 
ment, unless  it  can  be  shown  that  the  regulation 
of  those  subjects  by  Congress  impairs  the  power 
of  the  State  Legislatures  to  regulate  their  own  in- 
ternal police.  In  laying  down  this  rule,  I  have 
been  governed  by  the  living  principle  which  per- 
vades and  sustains  the  whole  fabric  of  our  complex 
system  of  government,  political  responsibility. 
This  should,  in  all  cases,  be  co-extensive  with  po- 
litical power ;  and  wherever  the  power  of  a  Govern- 
ment operates  upon  the  interests  of  those  to  whom 
it  is  not  responsible,  there  imprecisely  so  much  des- 
potism. This  idea  cannot  be  better  illustrated, 
than  by  the  very  subject  under  consideration. 
Roads  and  canals  for  the  transportation  of  the 
mail,  and  for  bringing  into  efficient  operation  the 
military  power  of  the  nation,  are  intimately  con- 
nected with  the  prosperity,  the  defence,  and  the 
very  existence  of  the  Union.  The  whole  people 
of  the  United  States  are,  therefore,  interested  in 
the  execution  of  works  of  this  description.  Let 
us  suppose,  then,  that  the  General  Government 
commences  a  road  or  a  canal  for  thei»e  general 


and  essential  purposes,  through  the  State  of  Dela- 
ware, and  that  the  government  of  that  State  should 
interrupt  its  progress.  What  would  be  the  politi- 
cal anomaly  presented  ?  The  government  of  Del- 
aware, emanating  from,  and  responsible  to,  fofty 
thousand  people  only,  would  be  seen  controlling 
the  interests  of  the  whole  people  of  the  United 
States,  amounting  to  nearly  ten  millions?  The 
people  of  the  United  States  have  no  representative 
in  the  Legislature  of  Delaware,  and, consequently, 
no  means  of  controlling  its  operations  upon  their 
interests  but  by  the  supremacy  of  the  laws  of  this 
Government.  In  the  case  supposed,  therefore,  the 
great  interests  of  this  Republic  would  be  subjected 
to  the  action  of  a  power  having  every  characteris- 
tic of  despotism.  It  is  true,  it  would  be  a  petty 
despotism,  but  it  would  not,  on  that  account,  be 
less  despotic  in  principle.  If  it  would  not  directly 
endanger  the  liberties  of  the  country,  it  would 
weaken  its  energies  and  embarrass  the  essential 
operations  of  the  Government.  For,  sir,  show 
me,  in  any  of  the  subdivisions  of  this  comprehen- 
sive scheme  of  representative  Governments,  a 
power  operating  beyond  its  responsibility,  and  I 
will  show  you  a  power  unknown  to  the  system — 
a  comet,  let  loose  from  the  power  of  gravitation, 
which  must  inevitably  destroy  the  planetary  har- 
mony by  which  that  system  is  so  admirably  cha- 
racterized. 

Let  us  now  reverse  this  picture,  and  contemplate 
the  operations  of  the  General  Government  upoa 
the  States,  in  fulfilling  the  great  ends  of  its  crea- 
tion. What  are  the  principles  which  lead  gentle- 
men to  presume  that  the  rights  of  the  States  will 
be  infringed  ?  Is  Congress,  in  its  legislative  action 
upon  the  States,  like  the  State  Legislatures  ia 
their  action  upon  the  United  States,  irresponsible 
to  those  upon  whom  its  power  operates  ?  Are  not 
the  people  of  the  Slates  represented  on  this  floor,  the 
governments  of  the  States  in  a  co-ordinate  branch 
of  the  National  Legislature,  and  both,  in  the  chief 
executive  magistracy?  And  when  the  concur- 
rence of  all  these,  oroftwo-tbirdsof  both  branches 
of  Congress,  is  necessary  to  the  passage  of  any 
law  afl'ecting  the  rights  of  the  people,  or  the  pow- 
ers of  the  States,  have  we  not  all  the  safeguards 
which  human  wisdom  can  provide  against  the 
abusive  exercise  of  power?  Sir,  in  the  vast  field 
of  legislation  over  which  our  jurisdiction  extends 
we  cannot  touch  with  rudeness  a  single  chord  of 
the  body  politic  whose  vibration  will  not  reach 
every  department  of  this  Government.  I  confi- 
dently assert,  that  this  Government  is  as  popular 
in  its  organization,  and  as  safe  a  depository  of 
power,  as  a  State  Government. 

With  the  aid  of  these  general  principles,  I  shall 
proceed  to  inquire  what  powers  have  been  actually 
delegated  to  Congress,  in  reference  to  the  subjects 
embraced  in  the  bill  on  your  table. 

I  am  clearly  of  the  opinion  that,  under  the  gen- 
eral power  to  raise  and  appropriate  money  to 
"promote  the  common  defence  and  general  wel- 
fare," Congress  has  the  power  to  appropriate 
money  for  making  roads  and  canals,  with  the 
consent  of  the  States  in  which  these  works  may 
be  executed,  without  reference  to  any  of  the  other 
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specific  grants  of  power.    As  the  honorable  Speaker 
has  distincUy  disclaimed  all  power  over  internal 
improvements  derived   from   this  source,  I  must 
beg  the   particular  attention  of  the  Committee 
while  I  attempt  to  explain  my  views  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  remove  the  misapprehensions  which  I 
believe  to  exist,  as  to  the  extent  of  the  power 
which  is  claimed  under  this  clause.     When  1  lay 
it  down,  that  the  power  of  raising  and  appropri- 
ating revenue,  like  all  the  other  sovereign  powers 
of  this  Government,  is  unlimited,  unless  where 
expressly  restricted,  I  beg   eentleraen   not   to   be 
alarmed  at  the  proposition,  for  I  will  give  it  such 
an  explanation  as  will,  I  think,  render  it  perf^tly 
harmless.     The   powers  to  declare  war,  and  to 
raise  and  support  armies,  are  certainly  as  danger- 
ous as  any  vested  in  this  Government,  and  yet,  it 
will  not  be  pretended  that  they  are  subject  to  any 
other  limitation  than  what  will  be  found  in  the 
wisdom  and  discretion  of  Congress.     We  have 
the  same  power  to  raise  an  army  of  a  hundred 
thousand  men  in  lime  of  peace,  when  we  have 
occasion  for  their  services,  that  we  have  to  raise 
a  single  regiment  in  the  greatest  emergency.    And 
though  every  one  will  agree  that  such  a  freak  of 
power  would  be  wanton  and  wicked  in  the  ex- 
treme, no  one,  I  presume,  would  venture  to  pro- 
nounce it  unconstitutional.     In   like   manner,  I 
maintain  that  we  have  as  clear  a  Constitutional 
power  to  raise  one  hundred  millions  of  levenue, 
without  anv  reference  to  the  other  express  grants 
of  power,  that  we  have  to  raise  a  single  million  for 
l^  direct  purpose  of  carrying  these  grants  into 
effect.     The  fallacy  of  the  arguments  of  gentle- 
men on  this  subject  consists  in  supposing  that  the 
Constitution  leaves  nothing  to  the  discretion  of 
Congress;  whet),  in  fact,  construe  the  Constitu- 
tion  as    you    will,   our    principal    security    must 
depend    upon    that   discretion.      In    determining 
what  sovereign   powers  belong  to  Congress,  no 
discretion,  I  admit,  is  given  to  us.     The  Constitu- 
tion is  our  inflexible  landmark.     But,  in  deter- 
mining   in   what   manner,    under  what   circum- 
stances, and  for  what  purposes,  the^e  powers  shall 
be  exerted,  we  have  nothing  but  a  sound  discre- 
tion to  direct  us.     That  Congress  has  power  "  to 
Jay  and   collect   taxes,"  we   ascertain   from  the 
Constitution  ;  but  it  would  be  as  vain  to  look  into 
the  Constitution  for  an  enumeration  of  the  objects 
to  which  the  revenue  shall  be  appropriated,  as  to 
look  into  that  instrument  for  the  causes  which 
would  justify  a  declaration  of  war,  or  for  the  ob- 
jects  to    be  accomplished    by  raising   armies  or 
regulating  commerce.     By  a  strange  misconcep- 
tion, in  which  the  honorable   Speaker  seems  to 
have   participated,    the   power   of    appropriating 
rtioney,  in  the  extent  to  which  I  carry  it,  is  sup- 
posed to  involve  a  sweeping  demolition  of  all  the 
Jimitations  of  the  Constitution,  rendering  this  a 
Government  of  unlimited  powers.    Sir,  I  expressly 
disclaim   these    consequences.     I    deny    that    the 
power  of  raising  and  appropriating  money  "  draws 
alter  it    (to  use  the  language  of  the  Speaker)  any 
power  at  all.     My  position  is,  that  Congress  has 
power   to  raise  and  appropriate  money  to  carry 
into  effect  the  other  powers  expressly  granted,  and 


also  to  promote  '-  the  general  welfare,"  so  far  as 
it  can  be  promoted  by  money  merely.  As  a  power, 
it  ends  in  itself.  When  the  money  is  raised  and 
appropriated,  sovereignty  ceases;  and  whatever 
else  is  effected  must  be  done  by  the  mere  agency 
of  money,  in  the  use  of  which  the  Government  is 
precisely  upon  the  footing  of  an  individual.  If 
any  sovereign  power,  besides  that  of  appropriating 
money,  is  necessary  to  accomplish  the  object,  that 
other  power  must  be  derived  from  some  of  the 
other  grants  of  the  Constitution  ;  and  if  it  is  nol 
found  there,  it  does  not  exist  at  all. 

That  the  power  of  appropriating  money  is  not 
confined  to  the  execution  of  the  other  commercial 
powers,  is  as  clear,  from  the  terms  in  which  it  is 
conveyed,  as  from  the  nature  of  the  power  itself. 
Congress  is  authorized  to  "lay  and  collect  taxes" 
''  to  provide  for  the  common  defence  and  general 
welfare."  Now,  it  would  be  doing  great  injustice 
to  the  critical  skill  of  the  Convention  to  suppose 
that  the  significant  terras  "common  defence  and 
general  welfare,"  were  introduced  for  no  purpose  ; 
and  It  would  be  doing  equal  injustice  to  their 
wisdom  to  suppose  that  the  terms  in  question  were 
intended  to  enlarge  the  powers  of  the  General 
Government.  It  seems  clear  to  me  that  they  were 
intended  neither  to  enlarge  nor  diminish  the 
powers  of  Congress,  but  merely  to  define  and  limit 
the  objects  to  which  this  particular  power  should 
be  applied.  And  I  am  much  indebted  to  the  can- 
dor of  my  honorable  friend  from  Virginia,  who 
sits  near  me.  (Mr.  Archer,)  for  the  admission, 
that  these  words  were  intended  to  limit  a  power, 
which  would  have  been  illimitable  without  them. 
I  am  perfectly  satisfied  of  the  correctness  of  this 
view,  and,  while  it  gives  me  great  pleasure  to 
concur  with  my  friend  in  the  principle,  I  am  com- 
p)elled  to  say  that  it  brings  my  mind  to  a  conclu- 
sion precisely  the  reverse  of  that  which  he  deduces 
from  it.  If  the  power  under  consideration  would 
have  had  no  limit  without  the  words  "commoa 
defence  and  general  welfare,"  it  results  of  neces- 
sity, that  we  must  look  to  those  words  only  for  the 
limitation.  What,  then,  is  it?  Congress  shall 
raise  and  appropriate  money,  with  no  other  limi- 
tation, as  to  the  objects  which  money  alone  caa 
effect,  but  that  they  must  relate  to  the  "commoa 
defence  and  general  welfare,"  and  not  to  any  local 
or  State  purposes. 

Indeed,  sir,  it  may  be  fairly  argued  that  there 
would  have  been  no  necessity  for  an  express  dele- 
gation of  a  power  to  raise  and  appropriate  money, 
if  it  can  be  applied  only  to  the  other  granted  pow- 
ers; for,  it  can  scarcely  be  doubted,  that  every 
one  of  these  would  carry  with  it,  as  an  incident, 
the  power  of  appropriating  the  money  necessary 
for  its  execution.  That  can  hardly  be  a  just  con- 
struction, which  would  thus  convert  the  leading 
clause  of  the  Constitution  into  mere  surplu:>age. 

The  honorable  Speaker  seems  to  be  alarmed  at 
the  idea  of  a  discretionary  power  in  Congress  to 
appropriate  money  to  "  promote  the  general  wel- 
fare," and  has  reminded  us  of  the  saying  of  a  mil- 
itary chieftain,  who  certainly  understood  the  ele- 
ments of  human  power,  as  well  as  any  man  who 
ever  wielded  them.     "  Give  me  money,  (said  that 
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celebrated  man,)  and  I  will  obtain  bayonets;" 
and,  conversely,  "give  me  bayonets,  and  I  will 
get  money  ?"  Now,  if  the  honorable  Speaker  had 
examined  the  bearing  of  this  military  maxim,  with 
the  sagacity  which  usually  characterizes  the  ope- 
rations of  his  mind,  I  think  he  would  have  found 
in  it  an  answer  to  his  own  argument,  and  a  per- 
fect relief  from  all  his  apprehensions.  If  the  com- 
bined powers  of  money  and  bayonets,  of  the  purse 
and  the  sword,  are  so  fearful,  I  ask  if  they  do  not 
exist,  without  limitation,  in  Congress,  by  the  ex- 
press grants  of  the  Constitution  ?  That  the  power 
of  appropriating  money  is  unlimited  in  reference 
to  all  the  elements  of  military  power,  is  a  propo- 
sition which  I  am  sure  will  not  be  questioned. 
And  I  am  at  a  loss  to  conceive  how  the  dangers 
of  the  bayonet  can  be  increased  by  the  power  of 
appropriating  money  to  other  objects.  It  is  not, 
sir,  the  power  of  appropriating  money,  but  the  other 
powers  to  which  it  gives  motion,  that  can  be  re- 
garded as  dangerous.  Against  the  wasteful  ex- 
penditure of  the  public  money,  the  Constitution 
furnishes  an  ample  security  in  the  provision,  that 
no  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the  Treasury  but 
by  the  consent  of  the  jwople,  through  their  imme- 
diate representatives.  It  may  at  least  be  said, 
that  if  this  is  not  a  sufficient  security,  there  can  be 
none;  for  the  field  of  expenditure  is  wide  enough 
for  all  the  purposesof  extravagance,  under  any  con- 
struction which  can  be  given  to  the  Constitution. 

Sir,  if  the  view  I  have  taken  of  the  money 
powers  of  this  Government  be  not  correct,  every 
Administration,  and  alinoet  every  Congress,  have 
been  guilty  of  habitual  violations  of  the  Constitu- 
tion.    In  the  Administration  of  General  Wash- 
ington, an  appropriation  was  made  to  relieve  the 
suffering  people  of  St.  Domingo,  who  had  sought 
a  refuge  on  our  hospitable  shores  ;  and,  in  that  of 
Mr.  Madison,  a  similar  appropriation  was  made 
for  the  relief  of  the  wretched  inhabitants  of  Car- 
accas,  overwhelmed  by  the  disasters  of  an  earth- 
quake.    Neither  of  these  appropriations  have  the 
remotest  assignable  relation  to  any  one  of  the  other 
enumerated  powers,  and  1   challenge  any  gentle- 
man to  justify  them  under  any  other  clause  of  the 
Constitution  but  that  which  confers   the  revenue 
power.      In   fact,  sir,  we  cannot  perform   those 
every  day  acts,  which  are  essential   to  the  exist- 
ence, and  involved  in  the  very  notion  of  govern- 
ment, if  our  power   to  appropriate   money  is  re- 
garded as  merely  subservient  to   the  other  grants 
of  power.  The  monuments  weha  veerected  to  illus- 
trate the  gratitude  of  the  nation  and  the  memory 
of  her  distinguished  citizens;  liie  works  of  genius 
and   patriotism  by  which  wc  have  decorated  the 
Halls  of  this  Capitol ;  and  the  very  supplications 
which  are  every  morning  sent  up  to  heaven,  in- 
voking its  smiles  upon   our  deliberations  for  the 
general  welfare,  are  so  many  emblems  of  usurpa- 
tion, if  the  arguments  of  gentlemen  are  correct 
on  this  point.     We  cannot  look  around  us  with- 
out betiolding  something  to  remind  us  that  we  have 
violated  the  Constitution. 

But,  sir,  there  are  much  stronger  precedents 
than  any  1  have  yet  stated,  on  the  point  under 
consideration. 

18th  Cos.  1st  Se3s.— 44 


Under  the  Administration  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  one 
of  the  most  distinguished  advocates  of  limited 
construction,   Congress   appropriated    money  for 
the  purchase  of  a  territory  sufficiently  large  for 
an  empire.    It  will  not  be  pretended  that  this  was 
authorized  by  any  of  the  specific  grants  of  power 
to  Congress,  if  not  from  that  to  appropriate  money. 
Whence,  then,  is  the  power  derived  t     If  the  pur- 
chase was  unconstitutional,  an  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Louisiana,  whom  I  trust  we  shall  hear 
upon  this  question,  has  no  right  to  raise  his  voice 
in  this  assembly.     If  it  was  Constitutional,  as  I 
believe  it  was,  it  is  in  vain  to  speak  of  any  secti- 
riiy  against  the  waste  of  the  public  treasure,  de- 
rived  from  limiting  the  objects  of  expenditure. 
For  the  same  principle  which  authorized  the  pur- 
chase of  Louisiana,  would  equally  authorize  that 
of  Cuba  and  the  islands  in  the  Pacific  Ocean  ;  and 
ifnaturedidnot  interposean  insuperable  barrier,  we 
might  go  with  the  honorable  Speaker  to  the  plan- 
ets above  us,  and  there  embark  in  sovereign  spec- 
ulation.    But  it  will   be  said  that  the  purchase  of 
Louisiana  was  made  by  virtue  of  the  Executive 
power  to   make   treaties.     Granted.     And   what 
follows  7     That  there  is  an   unlimited  power  in 
the  Executive  Government,  not  only  to  authorize 
Congress  to  appropriate  money,   but  to  impose 
upon  it  all  the  obligation  which   can  grow  out  of 
the  treaty,  to  make  the  appropriation.     Sir,  this 
puts  an  end  to  the  argument  which  limits  the 
power  of  appropriating  money  to  the  ether  spe- 
cific grants  to  Congress,  embraced  in  the  enume- 
ration of  its  powers.     And   I  must  say,  it  would 
be  an  extraordinary  supposition   that  the  framers 
of  the  Constitution  intended  to  limit,  by  the  most 
jealous   restrictions,   the   power   of    the   popular 
branch  of  the  Government,  in  selecting  the  ob- 
jects calculated  to  promote  the  general  welfare, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  to  vest  in  the  Executive 
Government  the  most  unlimited  discretion  on  the 
same  subject. 

But,  says  the  honorable  Speaker,  if  we  can  de- 
rive the  right  of  making  a  road  through  a  State, 
from  the  consent  of  the  State,  we  can  derive  from 
it  sovereign  powers  not  conferred  by  the  Consti- 
tution. If  it  were  contended  that  the  power  of 
appropriating  money  could  be  derived  from  the 
consent  of  a  State,  this  objection  would,  I  admit, 
be  unanswerable.  The  objection,  however,  is 
founded  upon  a  misconception.  It  supposes  every 
act  which  a  Government  performs  to  be,  of  course, 
an  act  of  sovereignty.  But,  nothing  can  be  more 
erroneous  than  such  a  supposition.  The  making 
of  a  road  is  not  an  act  of  sovereignty.  The  Le- 
gislature of  Virginia,  for  example,  might  grant 
me  the  privilege  of  making  a  road  through  the 
State;  but,  if  they  were  to  do  so,  I  should  cer- 
tainly never  dream  that  I  was  clothed  with  any 
of  the  attributes  of  sovereignty.  In  fact,  to  deny 
this  General  Government  a  privilege  belonging 
to  the  humblest  citizen  within  its  allegiance, 
would  be  to  render  it  an  alien  enemy  in  the  midst 
of  the  people,  whose  destinies  are  committed  to  its 
charge. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  though  I  have  deemed  it 
I  important  to  show  that  this  Government  has  the 
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power  to  execute  iDternal  improvements  with  the 
consent  of  the  States  in  whicn  they  may  be  made, 
1  confess  I  deem  it  of  much  more  importance  to 
establish  its  absolute  and  sovereign  power  to  make 
such  roads  and  canals  as  are  requisite  and  proper 
for  giving  a  salutary  efficiency  to  the  great  powers 
expressly  conferred  upon  if,  "in  order  to  form  a 
more  perfect  union,"  and  perpetuate  the  blessings 
of  liberty.  I  shall  proceed,  therefore,  to  examine 
briefly  the  several  clauses  under  which  the  power 
in  question  is  claimed,  assuring  the  Committee 
that  I  will  not  trespass  upon  their  indulgence  by 
the  repetition  of  arguments  which  have  been  al- 
ready urged  with  an  ability  to  which  I  have  no 
pretensions. 

In  expounding  the  meaning  and  import  of  the 
grant  "  to  establish  post  roads,"  the  gentlemen  op- 
posed to  this  measure  have  largely  availed  them- 
selves of  those  legal  subtleties  and  philological  re- 
finements which  they  have  themselves  proscribed 
as  unbecoming  the  nature  and  gravity  of  this  dis- 
cussion. I,  sir,  am  decidedly  opposed  to  the  in- 
troduction of  artificial  or  technical  rules  into  the 
interpretation  of  such  an  instrument  as  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States;  and  I  think  the 
friends  of  this  bill  would  act  very  unwisely  in 
resting  the  question  of  power  upon  the  grammati- 
cal import  of  the  term  "establish."  I  agree  with 
my  honorable  friend  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Archer,) 
that  "  to  establish"  most  generally  means  only  to 
communicate  the  attributes  of  permanence  and 
stability  ;  and  that,  in  relation  to  physical  objects, 
it  never  means  "  to  make"  merely.  But,  it  will 
be  apparent  to  the  gentleman,  on  a  moment's  re- 
flection, that  it  is  often  used  in  reference  even  to 
physical  objects,  to  convey  the  two-fold  idea  of 
"creating  and  making  permanent."  The  mean- 
ing of  the  word  must  depend,  in  every  case,  upon 
the  subject-matter  to  which  it  relates.  An  au- 
ihoritv,  for  instance,  to  establish  a  post  road  where 
a  road  already  exists,  would  not,  in  terms,  convey 
a  ri^ht  to  make  the  road;  because  the  language, 
in  its  more  comprehensive  signification,  would 
have  nothing  upon  which  to  operate.  But,  an 
authority  to  establish  a  post  road  through  a  wil- 
derness would  most  certainly  be  interpreted  to 
convev,  by  the  mere  force  of  the  terms,  the  right 
to  make  the  road,  as  well  as  to  communicate  to  it 
certain  legal  attributes. 

But,  sir,  in  giving  a  construction  to  a  power  of 
this  description,  we  must  ascend  to  much  higher 

ftrinciples  than  either  law  books  or  lexicons  can 
urnish.  We  must  look  to  the  great  objects  which 
it  was  deMgned  lo  accomplish,  and  give  it  such 
an  interpretation  as  will  most  efltctually  promote 
them.  What,  then,  are  those  objects?  The 
power  to  establish  post  offices  and  post  roads, 
simple  as  it  mav  appear,  is  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant which  belongs  to  Congress.  Regarding 
the  vast  extent  of  our  country,  and  the  principles 
of  our  Government,  it  is  obvious  to  remark  that  it 
is  of  vital  consequence  to  the  liberties  of  the  Re- 
public. It  IS  the  representative  principle  that  im- 
parts to  this  Government  the  character  of  free- 
dom. And  what  can  be  more  essential  to  the 
efficient  operation  of  this  principle  thaa  the  rapid 


and  regular  transmission  of  political  intelligence 
from  the  Seat  of  Legislation  to  the  remotest  ex- 
tremes of  the  Union  ?  Even  a  free  press— one  of 
the  essential  elements  of  a  representative  system, 
of  such  unprecedented  extent  as  ours — would  be 
comparatively  useless  without  an  active  and  com- 
prehensive system  of  mail  communication.  A 
constant  interchange  of  intelligence  and  sentiment 
between  the  Government  and  the  people  is  essen- 
tial to  the  character  of  both.  It  is  the  diff'usion 
of  intelligence  from  the  Government  to  the  people, 
and  the  reaction  of  popular  sentiment  upon  the 
Government,  that  renders  the  citizen  really  a  free- 
man, and  the  representative  really  a  responsible 
agent.  I  believe,  sincerely,  that,  if  the  communi- 
cation of  this  intelligence  were  for  a  length  of 
time  cut  off  from  any  distant  portion  of  this  Union, 
it  would  be  deprived  of  the  principle  of  political 
life,  as  certainly  as  a  limb  of  the  animal  system 
would  perish  in  which  the  blood  had  ceased  to 
circulate.  And  is  it  not  obvious  that  there  will 
soon  be  States  in  this  great  Confederacy  so  remote 
from  the  centre  that,  without  the  most  improved 
means  of  communication.  Congress  may  meet  and 
adjourn  before  a  single  interchange  of  sentiment 
can  take  place  between  the  representative  and  his 
constituents?  Sir,  I  am  sure  no  member  of  the 
Committee  can  be  insensible  to  the  importance  of 
these  considerations.  And,  in  ascertaining  the 
extent  of  a  power  designed  for  such  high  purposes, 
shall  we  contract  our  views  to  a  mere  philological 
disquisition  upon  the  import  of  the  word  "estab- 
lish?" Admitting  that  this  word  must  receive 
the  restricted  meaning  ascribed  to  it  by  some  gen- 
tlemen, I  contend,  upon  a  higher  principle  than 
anv  yet  assumed,  that  the  power  to  establish  post 
ofiices  and  post  roads  involves  as  an  incident  the 
right  to  make  them.  And  1  confess  I  have  been 
not  a  little  surprised  that,  while  all  the  other 
grants  in  the  Constitution  are  admitted  to  involve 
inciderital  powers,  this  should  be  regarded  as  an 
exception.  Without  this  incidental  power,  the 
principal  power  might  be  rendered  nugatory,  either 
by  the  caprice  of  a  State  government,  or  by  the 
obstacles  of  nature.  To  contend,  therefofev  that 
we  cannot  make  post  roads,  because  "  to  establish" 
does  not  mean  "to  make,"  is  not  more  reasonable 
than  It  would  be  to  maintain  that  this  Govern- 
ment cannot  make  war  because  "to  declare"  does 
not  mean  "to  make." 

I  believe  every  gentleman  who  has  opposed,  in 
this  debate,  the  power  of  Congress  to  make  post 
roads,  has  distinctly  admitted  its  right  to  exerci.se 
a  conservative  power  over  such  existing  roads  as 
it  may  establish.  This,  indeed,  is  clearly  em- 
braced in  the  idea  of  giving  firmness  and  stability, 
which  enters  into  their  definition  of  the  word 
"establish."  Now,  sir,  if  this  Government  has 
the  power  to  maintain  and  keep  up  a  road, 
against  the  consent  of  a  State,  and  to  prevent,  br 
the  highest  sanctions,  any  obstructions,  even  if 
attempted  under  the  authority  of  a  State,  I  would 
be  thankful  to  any  gentleman  who  would  present 
an  intelligible  idea  of  the  additional  act  ol  sover- 
eignty exerted  in  making  a  road.  As  relates  to 
the  question  of  sovereignty,  the  power  to  main- 
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tain  a  road,  against  the  will  of  a  State,  is  precise- 
ly the  same  as  the  power  to  mjike  it — with  this 
difierence  in  point  of  fact,  that  the  latter  exercise 
of  power  would  be  generally  more  beneficial  to 
the  States. 

But,  1  would  ask  the  gentlemen  on  the  opposite 
side  of  this  question,  whether  this  Government 
has  not  a  right,  and  has  not  invariably  exercised 
it  when  necessary,  to  erect  buildings  for  the  use 
of  the  post  office  establishment?  They  have  not 
only  the  right  to  purchase  the  soil  for  the  purpose 
of  erecting  a  post  office,  without  the  consent  of  a 
State,  but  they  have  a  right  to  take  it  without  the 
consent  of  the  owner,  and  with  no  other  restric- 
tion than  that  prescribed  in  the  Constitution,  that 
"just  compensation  shall  be  made."  Now,  if  the 
power  to  establish  a  post  office  involves  the  inci- 
dental right  to  make  it,  the  power  to  establish  a 
post  road,  involves  the  right  to  make  that  also. 
It  would  be  an  utter  perversion  of  every  just  prin- 
ciple of  construction,  to  ascribe  to  the  same  word 
two  difierent  meanings,  as  applied  to  two  subjects 
fitanding  in  precisely  the  same  relation  to  it,  and 
in  the  same  sentence. 

I  will  now  proceed,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  consider 
those  clauses  of  the  Constitution  which  confer 
upon  this  Government  the  power  to  declare  and 
prosecute  war.  The  obvious,  and,  indeed,  the  ex- 
press intention  of  these  clauses  was,  to  clothe  this 
Government  with  the  whole  military  power  of 
the  nation;  to  enable  it  to  provide  for  "the  com- 
mon defence  and  general  welfare"  of  the  Re- 
public. 

To  suppose  that  the  framers  of  the  Constitution 
intended  to  confer  upon  Congress  the  power  to 
declare  war,  and  to  deny  to  it  the  means  of  giving 
to  that  power  the  most  efficient  operation,  is,  in 
eflect,  to  suppose  they  intended  to  impose  a  duty 
upon  Congress,  and  withhold  the  means  of  per- 
forming it.  But  gentlemen  deny  that  roads  and 
canals  can  be  fairly  regarded  as  the  means  of 
prosecuting  war.  Sir,  f  am  perfectly  willing  to 
rest  this  question  upon  the  rule  laid  down  by  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  P.  P. 
Barbour,)  who  opened  the  debate  in  opposition 
to  the  bill.  He  says  that  no  act  of  the  Govern- 
ment can  be  justified,  as  the  means  of  carrying 
into  eflect  any  power  of  the  Government  which 
has  not  a  "direct  and  appropriate  relation"  to  the 
ends  which  that  power  was  intended  to  accom- 
plish. Now,  if  it  cannot  be  satisfactorily  shown 
that  roads  and  canals  have  a  "direct  and  appro- 
priate relation"  to  the  military  defence  of  the 
country,  I  will  surrender  the  whole  argument. 
Sir,  what  is  the  situation  of  this  country,  in  refer- 
ence to  Its  capacity  for  defence?  There  is  not  a 
oation  on  earth  abounding  so  much  in  the  ele- 
ments of  strength,  that  is  so  much  weakened  by 
their  diff'usion.  And  every  one  knows  that  not 
only  the  increased  energy,  but  the  very  existence 
of  military  power  depends  upon  the  concentration 
of  these  elements.  If,  by  a  judicious  system  of 
roads  and  canals,  we  double  the  facilities  for  mili- 
tary movements,  and  the  rapidity  with  which  the 
forces  of  the  country  may  be  brought  to  bear  upon 
an   invading  force,  we   increase,   in    nearly   the 


same  degree,  our  defensive  power.  If,  by  the 
same  means,  we  enable  the  Government  to  trans- 
port arms,  munitions,  troops,  and  subsistence,  for 
one-fourth  of  the  price  it  would  now  cost,  we 
quadruple  the  power  of  the  country,  so  far  as 
money  is  to  be  regarded  as  an  element  of  military 
power.  These  hypothetical  cases,  so  far  from  bet- 
ing extravagant,  are  short  of  the  reality.  If  this 
were  not  apparent,  from  a  mere  inspection  of  the 
map  of  the  country,  it  could  not  fail  to  be  deeply 
impressed  upon  us  by  the  disastrous  experience  of 
the  recent  war  with  Great  Britain.  We  cannot 
have  forgotten  the  waste  of  life  and  treasure, 
which  was  sustained  on  the  Northwestern  frontier, 
principally  for  the  want  of  facilities  of  transpor- 
tation. The  extraordinary  expenses  ot  a  single 
campaign,  (in  which  flour  cost  the  Government 
upwards  of  one  hundred  dollars  a  barrel,)  arising 
from  this  deficiency,  would  defray  the  expense  of 
the  most  important  of  the  roads  and  canals  con- 
templated for  military  purposes.  Can  it,  then,  be 
doubted  that  roads  and  canals  have  a  direct  and 
appropriate  relation  to  the  military  defence  of  the 
country?  Let  us  suppose,  sir,  that  any  one,  or  a 
combination,  of  the  great  Powers  of  the  world, 
should  wage  a  war  of  extermination  against  this 
Republic.  I  will  not  undertake  to  say  how  pro- 
bable such  an  event  may  be,  or  how  remote;  but, 
in  discussing  the  Constitutional  power  of  this 
Government  to  defend  the  country,  we  are  bound 
to  regard  all  those  combinations  and  vicissitudes 
of  human  affairs,  of  which  history  furnishes  so 
many  examples.  Upon  what,  then,  would  our 
safety,  and  even  our  existence,  depend,  if  those 
combinations  and  vicissitudes  should  cover  our 
coasts  with  the  hosts  of  an  invader,  aiming  to  ex- 
tinguish, in  blood,  the  light  of  our  example?  Sir, 
the  whole  power  of  the  country  would  be  called  in 
requisition  ;  and  I  need  not  say  how  much  of  that 
power,  both  as  it  regards  men  and  subsistence, 
lies  beyond  the  mountains.  In  an  emergency, 
such  as  I  have  supposed,  at  least  a  fourth  part  of 
the  military  energies  of  the  Republic  would  be 
almost  entirely  unavailing  for  all  the  purposes  of 
its  defence  and  preservation,  without  the  improve- 
ments here  contemplated.  Indeed,  the  power  of 
this  Government  to  make  roads  and  canals  for 
military  purposes,  is  so  obvious  that  my  friend 
from  Virginia  (Mr.  Archer)  has,  with  his  char- 
acteristic candor,  distinctly  admitted  it;  but,  he 
contends,  that  the  roads  and  canals  contemplated 
in  this  bill,  are  not  of  that  description.  Now,  I 
perfectly  agree  with  him  that  if,  under  the  pre- 
text of  making  military  roads  and  canals,  Con- 
?;ress  were  to  assume  the  power  of  making  them 
or  purposes  not  military,  it  would  be  an  act  of 
usurpation.  The  powers  of  this  Government 
must  be  honestly  exercised;  and,  although  I  can- 
not perceive  any  principle  upon  which  the  judici- 
ary could  pronounce  any  road  unconstitutional, 
(if  I  may  be  permitted  so  to  characterize  a  road;) 
yet,  I  admit  that  the  conscience  of  every  member 
IS  a  tribunal,  before  which  he  must  be  able  to  jus- 
tify his  vote,  in  each  particular  exercise  of  the 
power  in  question. 
An  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
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Rives,)  who  favored  us  with  an  argument  of  great 
ingenuity,  and  to  which  I  listened  with  unusual 
pleasure,  has  told  us,  that  if  we  assimilate  a  mili- 
tary road  to  a  fortification,  we  may,  with  a  little 
more  license  of  the  imagination,  say,  that  bread, 
and  even  the  hearts  of  our  citizens,  are  fortifica- 
tions. I  trust,  sir,  there  is  more  of  fact  than  of 
fancy  in  this.  And,  I  would  ask  the  honorable 
gentleman,  if  he  means  to  deny  the  power  of  this 
Grovernment  to  provide  bread  for  the  sustenance 
of  its  armies,  or  to  call  into  requisition  the  hearts 
and  the  blood  of  its  citizens,  for  their  common  de- 
fence ?  t 

Driven  from  the  ground  of  precise  Constitutional 
investigation,  gentlemen  have  conjured  up  a  phan- 
tom wnich  they  denominate  consolidation;  and 
which  I  shall  now  endeavor  to  exorcise.  And  I 
should  be  glad  if  some  of  them  would  favor  us 
with  a  precise  idea  of  what  they  mean  by  consoli- 
dation. If  they  mean  by  it  a  nrm  and  indissolu- 
ble union  of  the  States,  I  for  one,  am  decidedly  in 
favor  it ;  but,  if  they  mean  by  it  the  annihilation  of 
the  State  governments,  or  the  destruction  of  a  sin- 
gle power  that  appropriately  belongs  to  them,  there 
IS  no  man  who  disapproves  of  it  more,  and  I  will 
add,  who  fears  it  less  than  I  do. 

If  gentlemen  will  attentively  examine  the  organ- 
ization and  structure  of  our  Government,  they  will 
perceive  that  a  consolidation,  in  this  sense  of  the 
term,  cannot  possibly  take  place.  What,  sir? 
Annihilate  the  Slate  governments!  when  one  of 
the  branches  of  the  National  Legislature  is  abso- 
lutely dependent  upon  them,  and  the  other  ema- 
nates from  the  very  same  people  who  create  those 
governments!  Usurp  the  powers  of  the  State 
governments!  when  this  Government  could  not 
exercise  them  if  it  w^Kild,  and  would  not  exercise 
them  if  it  could  !  Gentlemen  have  deluded  them- 
selves by  the  vague  generalities  in  which  they  have 
indulged,  and  have  triumphantly  asked,  What  may 
this  Grovernment  not  do,  if  it  has  power  to  make 
internal  improvements?  Sir,  I  would  ask,  in  reply. 
What  may  this  Government  not  do,  under  any 
construction,  which  they  would  themselves  give 
to  the  Constitution  ?  For,  I  must  be  permitted  to 
say,  that,  if  the  liberties  of  the  Republic  are  in  any 
danger  from  the  powers  of  this  Government,  it  is 
from  those  expressly  granted.  It  has,  in  the  power 
of  war  and  peace,  tne  absolute  and  unlimited  com- 
mand of  every  thing  that  can  fascinate  human 
ambition,  or  impose  upon  the  imaginations  of 
mankind.  If  any  thing  can  draw  it  from  the 
appropriate  sphere  of  its  duty,  it  is  the  seduc- 
tive charm  of  military  glory.  But  this  is  not  all. 
In  the  power  to  suppress  insurrections,  it  may 
bring  the  military  force  of  the  nation  to  operate, 
iinder  mere  colorable  pretexts,  directly  upon  the 
lives  and  liberties  of  the  people.  And  if  these 
powers  are  harmless,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  perceive 
what  there  is  to  alarm  us,  in  those  that  remain. 
If  my  views  of  our  system  of  Government  are  not 
entirely  erroneous,  our  liberties  do  not  depend  so 
much  upon  the  quantity  as  upon  the  kind  of  power 
vested  in  our  respective  public  functionaries — nor 
U|X)n  either  of  these,  so  much  as  upon  the  efficient 
responsibility  of  those  functionaries  to  the  people. 


Destroy  this  lie,  and  any  portion  of  power,  how- 
ever small,  will  50on  be  sufficient  for  all  the  pur- 
poses of  despotism.  Subject  to  its  control,  the  or- 
dinary powers  of  Grovernment,  which  constitute 
sovereignty,  arc  both  safe  and  salutary.  Indeed,  I 
am  satisfied  that  the  proposition,  that  power  is  es- 
sential to  liberty,  will  be  found  to  be  philosophi- 
cally true,  upon  the  fullest  examination.  You 
cannot  annihilate  sovereign  power  with  impu- 
nity. If  It  cannot  operate  through  the  Govern- 
ment, it  will  operate  through  other  channels,  and 
the  Government  will  sink  under  its  own  debility. 
Most  of  the  free  Governments,  both  of  ancient  and 
modern  times,  have  fallen  a  sacrifice  lo  the  mista- 
ken idea,  that  liberty  derives  its  security,  not  from 
the  responsibility  of  power,  but  from  its  limita- 
tions. 

But,  I  trust  I  shall  not  be  understood,  while 
maintaining  the  complete  sovereignty  of  this  Grov- 
ernment, in  relation  to  the  great  objects  of  its  cre- 
ation, to  underrate  the  importance  of  the  State 
governments,  or  to  claim  for  the  General  Govern- 
ment the  right  of  interfering,  in  any  respect,  with 
their  power  and  jurisdiction.  What  are  the  sub- 
jects of  their  power  and  jurisdiction  ?  The  prop- 
erty, the  life,  the  person,  and  the  character  of  the 
citizen,  and  the  general  improvement  of  the  State. 
I  would  not  extend  the  power  of  this  Government 
so  as  to  impair  that  of  the  State  governments,  ia 
relation  to  any  of  these  subjects,  or  any  other  em- 
braced in  the  internal  police  of  the  Stales.  What, 
sir,  will  be  the  eflect  of  the  very  measure  we  are 
discussing,  in  this  respect  ?  Can  internal  improve- 
ments, of  a  national  kind,  by  any  pos>ibility,  im- 
pair the  power  of  the  State  through  which  they 
pass,  to  make  similar  improvements?  Their  con- 
current power  would,  on  the  contrary,  be  capable 
of  producing  much  greater  results,  and  nothing 
but  a  spirit  of  reckless  caprice,  which  cannot  be 
imputed  to  the  Slate  governments,  could  induce 
them  to  resist  the  incidental  co-operation  of  the 
General  Governmeni,  in  works  so  essentially  bene- 
ficial lo  themselves.  Sir,  I  am  utterly  incapable  of 
perceiving  a  solitary  power  of  a  Stale  government, 
which  would  not  exist  in  as  ample  a  manner  du- 
ring the  progress  of  a  national  work  within  its  ju- 
risdiction, as  if  such  work  had  never  been  even 
projected. 

But,  an  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia 
(Mr.  Stevenson)  has  informed  the  Committee 
that  the  people  are  alarmed  on  this  subject,  and 
has  warned  us  of  the  danger  of  alienating  their 
confidence  from  this  Government.  I  trust,  sir, 
I  duly  csiimate  the  high  character  of  Virginia  for 
intelligence  and  patriotism,  but  the  gentleman 
must  excuse  me  for  saying  that  I  cannot  regard 
Virginia  as  the  barometer  of  the  national  feeling 
on  this  question.  And  when  we  advert  to  the  fact 
that  a  decided  majority  of  Congress  has  for  many 
years  been  perscveringly  attached  to  this  system 
of  improvement,  it  would  seem  to  be  a  mailer  of 
some  difficulty  for  the  gentleman  to  make  out  the 
evidence  of  the  dissatisfaction  and  alarm  of  which 
he  speaks.  Indeed,  if  I  may  be  allowed  to  ex- 
press an  opinion  on  the  subject,  I  doubt  whether 
the  people,  even  of  Virginia,  have  any  of  those 
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apprehensions  which  some  of  their  Representa- 
tives entertain  on  this  subject.  The  course  of 
argument  which  denies  to  this  Government  the 
power  lo  make  internal  improvements  is  too  re- 
fined and  metaphysical  for  the  comprehension  of 
the  people;  and,  as  far  as  ray  own  observation 
has  extended,  it  is  almost  entirely  confined  to  pol- 
iticians. Tell  a  plain  man  that  the  Government 
has  not  this  power,  and  you  strike  him  with  aston- 
ishment. He  will  be  utterly  at  a  loss  to  under- 
stand upon  what  principle  a  Government  having 
so  much  power  to  do  evil  should  be  deprived  of 
the  power  of  doing  good.  And,  after  all,  common 
sense  is  the  safest  guide  in  the  construction  of  this 
Constitution.  It  originated  with  the  people,  was 
designed  for  the  |)eople,  and  we  shall  best  fulfil 
its  ends  by  expounding  it:^  provisions  and  admin- 
istering its  powers  upon  those  broad  and  obvious 
principles  which  the  people  can  clearly  compre- 
hend. 

I  have  no  reason  to  apprehend,  Mr.  Chairman, 
that  the  attention  of  the  Committee  has  been  so 
exclusively  directed  to  the  abstract  question  of 
power,  that  they  have  lost  sight  of  many  of  the 
considerations  which  recommend  the  adoption  of 
the  measures  under  consideration,  on  the  score  of 
cxjiediency.  With  the  indulgence  of  the  Com- 
mittee, I  will  offer  a  few  remarks  on  this  latter 
view  of  the  subject. 

A  gentleman  from  Virginia  ^Mr.  Stevenson) 
has  told  us,  with  a  manner  ot  utterance  which 
forbids  us  lo  misunderstand  his  object,  that  meas- 
ures of  this  description  will  make  this  a  splendid 
Government !  I  trust,  sir,  that  tcords  can  have  no 
magical  influence  on  our  deliberations  on  this 
grave  question  ;  and  I  confess  that  I  can  collect 
uo  distinct  or  intelligible  idea  from  the  expression 
to  which   I  have  just  alluded.     What  does  the 

fentleman  mean  by  a  splendid  Government  ?  Does 
e  mean  a  Government  which  takes  an  enlarged 
and  comprehensive  view  of  the  great  interests  of 
our  common  country,  and  wisely  provides  means 
for  their  development?  Does  he  mean  a  Govern- 
ernment  which  applies  the  revenue  of  the  coun- 
try, not  to  the  gratification  of  its  own  ambition, 
but  to  the  promotion  of  the  happiness,  the  wealth, 
and  the  security  of  the  people?  If  such  be  his 
meaning,  I  hope  this  will  never  cease  to  be  a 
splendid  Government.  If  such  be  not  his  mean- 
ing, the  expression  can  have  no  application  to  the 
measure  with  which  it  has  been  associated.  No 
gentleman  has  ventured  to  question  the  impor- 
tance of  internal  improvements,  as  a  means  of 
promoting  the  wealth  and  prosperity  of  the  coun- 
try. This  has  long  since  ceased  lo  be  a  question 
in  every  civilired  nation  in  the  world.  But  it  is 
contended  that  this  Government  is  not  capable  of 
executing  works  of  this  description,  with  the  same 
judgment,  skill,  and  economy,  as  the  State  gov- 
ernments. 

Sir,  the  roads  and  canals  contemplated  by  this 
bill,  will  be  of  an  extent  which  will  render  it  im- 
possible for  the  State  governments  to  execute 
them.  If,  therefore,  they  are  not  made  by  this 
Government,  they  will  not  be  made  at  all.  But 
gentlemen  are  certainly  mistaken   in  supposing 


that  internal  improvements,  of  any  kind,  can  be 
more  skilfully  and  cheaply  executed  by  the  State 
governments,  than  by  this  Government.  A  State 
government,  I  admit,  is  more  capable  of  deter- 
mining what  improvements  will  promote  the  pe- 
culiar interests  of  the  Stale,  for  the  same  reason 
that  this  Government  is  more  capable  of  deter- 
mining what  improvements  will  promote  "the 
general  welfare"  of  the  whole  Union.  But,  as 
relates  to  their  comparative  competency  for  skil- 
ful execution,  it  would  be  extraordinary  if  the 
General  Government  had  not  the  advantage.  It 
has  already  in  its  service  a  corps  of  scientific  en- 
gineers, and  is  possessed  of  superior  resources  and 
opportunities  for  commanding  the  first  talents  of 
the  country,  or  of  the  world,  if  necessary.  It  can 
cast  its  eye  over  the  whole  Union,  and  combine 
and  concentrate  the  results  of  the  experience  of 
all  the  States.  In  a  word,  it  has  all  the  advan- 
tages which  more  abundant  resources,  superior 
intelligence,  and  a  more  comprehensive  view  of 
the  improvements  already  made  in  this  and  other 
countries,  can  confer  upon  it.  Very  few  of  the 
States  have  much  practical  knowledge  on  the 
subject.  It  is  within  ray  own  knowledge  that  in 
that  which  I  have  the  honor  in  part  to  represent, 
vast  sums  of  money  have  been  expended,  with 
very  little  skill  or  economy.  It  is  not  to  be  ex- 
pected, indeed,  that  any  Government  can  carry  on 
undertakings  of  this  kind,  with  the  minute  econ- 
omy which  is  practicable  in  those  of  a  private 
nature,  in  which  individual  interest  holds  a  con- 
stant check  upon  extravagance.  But,  in  this  re- 
spect, Grovernment  is  Government.  All  are  equally 
liable  to  imposition,  and  if  the  objection  I  am 
considering  were  substantial,  it  would  arrest  the 
progress  of  internal  improvements  altogether. 
The  fallacy  of  this  argument,  as  well  as  of  most 
of  those  urged  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
consists  in  the  supposed  exemption  of  the  State 
governments  from  the  frailties  and  imperfections 
which  are  incident  to  all  Governments. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  we  are  urged  to  the  adop- 
tion of  this  system  of  internal  improvements,  by 
considerations  growing  out  of  the  peculiar  char- 
acter of  our  Government,  infinitely  more  impor- 
tant than  any  which  relate  merely  to  the  economy 
of  national  wealth.  There  is  not  upon  the  face 
of  the  earth  a  nation  so  deeply  and  vitally  inter- 
ested in  the  improvement  of  the  facilities  of  in- 
ternal communication,  as  the  United  States  j  for, 
whatever  differences  of  opinion  may  prevail  upon 
other  subjects,  all  of  us  must  agree  that  our  hopes 
of  reaching  the  high  and  happy  destinies  for 
which  Providence  seems  to  have  formed  this 
country  and  this  Government,  absolutely  depend 
upon  the  preservation  of  the  Union.  And  what 
are  the  sources  from  which  danger  is  to  be  appre- 
hended in  this  particular?  Dissimilarity  of  in- 
terests, suspension  of  social  and  commercial  inter- 
course, and  a  consequent  alienation  of  feding 
among  the  great  geographical  subdivisions  of  the 
country.  Intercourse  is  the  only  effectual  preven- 
tive. This,  sir,  is  not  a  matter  of  mere  specula- 
tion. The  most  salutary  effects  have  resulted 
from  the  intercourse  between  the  Northern  and 
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Southern  Stales;  an  intercourse  founded  upon 
commercial  and  other  accidental  relations,  and 
facilitated  by  the  channels  provided  by  nature. 
So  palpable  has  been  the  effect  of  this  intercourse 
in  correcting  mutual  prejudices,  that  it  cannot 
have  escaped  the  most  careless  observer.  With- 
out this,  it  is  impossible  to  say  what  would  have 
been  the  effect  ot  our  political  divisions,  in  a  crisis 
which  has  happily  passed  away,  or  what  would 
DOW  have  been  the  state  of  feeling  existing  be- 
tween the  Northern  and  Southern  portions  of  this 
Union.  But,  united  as  they  are  by  the  strong 
ties  of  interest,  consecrated  by  social  kindness  and 
mutual  good  offices,  these  portions  of  the  Union 
can  never  separate. 

But,  ^;ir,  there  is,  in  another  direction,  danger 
which  cannot  be  disguised.  No  statesman,  of  en- 
larged views  and  patriotic  feelings,  can  look  with 
indifference  upon  the  situation  of  the  Western 
country,  and  the  relation  it  boars  to  this  Union. 
It  is  an  old  maxim  that  rivers  unite  nations,  but 
mountaios  separate  them.  And  why  is  it  so? 
Because  rivers  facilitate  intercourse  and  moun- 
tains prevent  it.  I  trust  I  shall  not  be  misunder- 
stood in  what  1  say  of  the  Western  Slates,  on  this 
delicate  subject.  There  is  no  portion  of  this 
Union  (I  make  no  exception)  more  justly  distin- 
guished for  lofty  and  patriotic  feelings  than  the 
Western  States.  Nor  is  there  any  portion  of  the 
Union,  at  this  lime,  more  ardent  and  devoted  in 
its  atlachmeDt  to  the  General  Government.  But 
what  produces  this  attachment  ?  The  ties  of  con- 
sanguinity, and  the  power  of  youthful  associations. 
Few  of  the  citizens,  who  constiiute  the  governing 
power  in  those  Slates,  can  look  around  ihem  for 
ihe  tombs  of  their  fatliers.  These  depositories  of 
the  dead,  and  many  living  objects  of  their  affec- 
tionate remembrance,  are,  yet  awhile,  on  this  side 
of  the  mountains.  But  time  is  gradually  weak- 
ening these  ties  of  nature,  and,  when  a  few  gen- 
erations more  shall  have  passed  away,  the  bond 
of  affiliation  which  now  unites  them  to  us  will  be 
entirely  dissolved.  With  these  impressive  facts 
before  us,  we  should  be  unworthy  of  the  high 
trust  confided  to  us,  if  we  did  not  endeavor,  by  a 
provident  forecast,  to  substitute  new  principles  of 
attachment  for  those  which  must  so  soon  cease  to 
operate. 

Let  us,  then,  provide  the  substantial  ties  of 
commercial  interest.  It  is  my  deliberate  opinion, 
that,  ifthe  entire  commercial  supplies  of  the  West- 
ern Slates  should  be  permanently  derived  through 
the  port  of  New  Orleans,  and  no  commercial 
intercourse  should  subsist  between  them  and  the 
Atlantic  States,  it  would  be  impossible  for  all  the 
power  of  parchment  and  political  organizaiion  to 
hold  this  Union  together  for  half  a  century  longer. 
In  this  view  of  the  subject,  I  have  often  reflected 
that  the  difficulties  incident  to  the  navigation  of 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  of  the  river  Mi^sissippi, 
were  kindly  intended  by  Providence  to  promote 
our  union  and  greatness.  I  rejoice  that  those 
difficulties  do  exist ;  and,  I  trust,  we  shall  be  wise 
enough  to  improve  them  to  our  advantage.  Let 
us,  then,  cut  down  and  level  the  mountains,  not 
like  the  Persian  tyrant,  to  subjugate  nations,  but 


in  order  to  achieve  a  more  glorious  conquest — the 
subjugation  of  our  own  mutual  prejudices.  Sir, 
in  whatever  light  we  view  these  improvements, 
whether  in  reference  to  the  diffusion  of  intelli- 
gence, the  increase  of  the  defensive  power  of  the 
country,  or  the  perpetuation  of  the  Union,  they 
are  as  essential  to  our  existence  and  prosperity  as 
a  nation  as  the  veins  which  give  circulation  to 
the  principle  of  animal  life  are  to  the  health  and 
vigor  of  the  animal  system. 

There  is  another  view  of  this  subject  to  which 
I  shall  merely  call  the  attention  of  the  Commit- 
tee, having  neither  lime  nor  strength  for  its  full 
development.  An  attentive  examination  of  the 
philosophy  of  national  character  and  national 
greatness  will  lead  us  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
common  efforts  and  common  sacrifices  of  the 
whole  people,  made  with  a  view  to  some  great 
national  object,  are  absolutely  indispensable  to  the 
existence  of  these  attributes.  Hence,  the  influence 
of  war  in  calling  into  action  sentiments  of  patri- 
otism and  nationality,  and  the  tendency  of  peace 
to  cause  these  lofiy  principles  of  action  to  degen- 
erate into  selfishness  and  a  want  of  public  spirit. 
Sir,  what  would  this  nation  be  without  those 
military  achievements,  which  are  so  many  monu- 
ments of  our  common  exertions  ?  Strike  from  the 
record  of  history  the  heroic  deedsof  our  ancestors, 
and  the  more  recent  events  which  illustrate  the 
valor  and  patriotism  of  the  present  generation, 
and  the  people  of  these  United  States  would  be 
reduced  to  a  mere  multitude  of  human  beings, 
animated  by  no  common  principle,  and  united  by 
no  common  sympathies,  destitute  of  those  moral 
characteristics  and  sentiments,  without  which  all 
the  physical  elements  of  power  and  greatness  can- 
not constitute  a  nation.  But,  sir,  I  trust  that  mili- 
tary achievements  are  not  the  only  means  of  giving 
us  national  character  and  national  sentiments. 
Let  us  substitute  moral  for  military  glory;  the 
achievements  of  national  industry,  directed  by  an 
enlightened  policy  to  the  great  improvements  con- 
templated by  this  bill,  for  achievements  involving 
much  more  painful  sacrifices,  and  productive  of 
less  durable  benefits  to  the  country.  Let  us  create, 
by  our  common  toil  and  common  treasure,  some 
great  monuments  of  the  enterprise  of  the  nation, 
which  the  people  of  this  Union  will  contemplate 
with  a  common  pride  and  regard  as  their  com- 
mon property.  Sir,  it  is  impossible  to  estimate 
the  value  of  these  improvements,  I  will  not  say 
they  will  make  this  Union  perpetual;  for  the 
frailty  and  imperfection  of  every  thing  human 
forbids  us  to  indulge  that  hope.  But  1  will  say 
that  if  we  wisely  improve  our  advantages  in  this 
respect,  human  sagacity  cannot  point  out  any  pro- 
bable cause  which  will  produce  a  separation  of 
the  Slates.  But  if,  unhappily,  it  should  ever  be 
our  destiny  to  divide,  and  if  our  liberties  should 
perish  in  the  convulsion,  let  us  at  least  leave,  for 
the  admiration  of  posterity,  some  memorials  that 
the  Republic  has  not  existed  in  vain. 
When  Mr.  McDuffie  had  concluded — 
Mr.  Reynolus,  of  Tennessee,  addressed  the 
House.  Notwithstanding  ihe  thinnessof  the  Com- 
mittee, he  said  he  should  now  take  the  liberty  of 
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presenting,  briefly,  his  views  on  this  interesting 
subject.  At  the  outset  of  this  discussion,  said  Mr. 
R.,  I  intended  to  have  given  a  silent  vote,  until  I 
reflected  that,  some  six  or  seven  years  ago,  I  had 
the  honor  to  mingle  in  debate  on  this  very  topic. 
And,  lest  my  constituents  might  suppose  that  I 
had  become  less  zealous  in  their  cause,  to  whom 
I  owe  much,  is  a  very  great  consideration  of  my 
DOW  engaging  the  attention  of  this  patient  and 
attentive  Committee.  On  the  debate  in  1817  on 
the  bonus  bill,  the  gentleman  (Mr.  Calhoun) 
who  brought  it  forward,  satisfied  my  mind  that 
we  have  the  power  contended  for. 

Sir,  when  we  look  back  at  the  situation  of  the 
country,  and  mark  the  defects  of  the  old  Confed- 
eration, and  view  with  delight  the  great  abilities 
of  those  worthies  who  penned  this  Constitution, 
what  must  have  been  their  reflections  on  the  sub- 
ject now  before  us,  when  they  sat  down  to  con- 
sider of  the  great  and  prominent  features  of  our 
Government,  as  afterwards  presented  in  this  in- 
strument? They  were  men  of  the  first  talents 
and  patriotism  to  be  found  in  anycountry.  They 
were  well  versed  in  the  history  of  other  nations. 
They  felt  and  knew  how  beneficial  and  how 
largely  internal  improvements  contributed  to  the 
glory  and  renown  of  ancient  Greece  and  Rome  ; 
and,  also,  the  great  utility  and  importance  those 
great  works  are  to  modern  Europe,  Look  at 
England,  France,  and  Germany — the  great  facil- 
ities derived  by  ihe  goodness  of  the  means  of  their 
conveyance.     Those  great  men  also  saw,  in  pros 


measure,  except  an  honorable  member  (Mr.  Mer- 
cer) now  in  my  eye,  and  my  honorable  friend 
(Mr.  J.  S.  Barbour)  who  spoke  the  other  day. 

Sir,  those  gentlemen  come  forward  as  the  cham- 
pions of  the  Constitution  and  the  defenders  of 
State  rights.  I  am  by  no  means  displeased  at  the 
opposition.  It  is  such  eloquent  appeals  to  the  pas- 
sions and  the  understanding,  and  the  honest  dif- 
ference of  opinion,  zealously  enforced  a.%  to  what 
is  the  proper  construction  of  the  Constitution, 
that  is  to  preserve  it  and  hand  it  down  to  the 
latest  posterity  unhurt.  In  the  very  threshold  of 
our  inquiry,  we  are  called  upon  to  encounter  the 
celebrated  resolutions  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Madison, 
and  adopted  by  the  Virginia  Legislature,  against 
the  alien  and  sedition  laws.  Now,  no  man  ven- 
erates those  resolutions,  and  the  author  of  them, 
more  than  I  do;  but  I  submit  it  to  the  gentlemen 
of  the  long  robe,  from  Virginia,  whether  any  thing 
said  beyond  answering  the  unconstitutionality  of 
those  obnoxious  laws,  which  the  author  expressly 
sat  down  to  combat,  should  be  taken  as  a  rule,  and 
whether  the  residue  of  the  resolutions  should  not 
be  considered  as  extra-judicial,  as  the  lawyers 
would  term  it? 

Sir,  to  be  serious,  we  ought  to  look  at  the  great 
excitement  which  produced  those  decrees.  A  lit- 
tle while  before  their  existence,  the  Presidential 
election  had  taken  place.  The  favorite  son  and 
statesman  of  Virginia  had  been  beaten.  The 
Federal  Government  had,  indeed,  at  that  period, 
assumed  a  high  tone.     A  navy  was  to  be  erected, 


pectus,  their  country  destined  to  be  as  great  and  j  a  standing  army  to  be  raised,  and  a  war  with 
flourishing  as  any  that  had  gone  before  it.  And  I  France,  our  then  natural  ally,  was  expected.  And, 
yet  gentlemen  gravely  contend  that  they  never  j  to  crown  the  climax  of  federal  power,  the  alien 
intended  to  give  to  Congress  a  supreme  and  abso-  j  and  sedition  laws  were  passed.  Sir,  the  exciie- 
lute  power  to  make  post  roads.  But  the  road  pre-  nient  was  strong  and  indignant,  and  must  have 
viously  made  by  the  Slates,  and  afterwards  be-  '  entered  into  the  feelings  and  spirit  of  the  writer 
coming  a  mail  route,  should  then  be  adopted  and  \  of  those  resolutions,  and  the  other  politicians  of 
made  the  post  road.     This  is  the  position  taken  |  the  day.     The  gentleman,  therefore,  will  excuse 


by  ihe  first  gentleman  (Mr.BARBOUR)  who  opened 
the  debate,  and  for  whose  talents  I  have  a  great 
respect.  But,  sir,  we  are  not  left  to  conjecture, 
or  to  assume  the  power  by  implication.  It  is  ac- 
tually given  by  the  Constitution.  In  the  enume- 
rated powers  granted  to  Congress  in  the  8ih  sec- 
tion. Congress  shall  have  the  power  "  to  establish 
post  offices  and  post  roads."  Now,  surely  this 
does  not  imply  any  thing  like  adoption  of  roads. 
For  what  does  the  word  establish  mean  ?     It  signi- 


me,  if  I  do  not  place  the  same  implicit  reliance  on 
the  expositions  of  the  Constitution  by  that  able 
and  eminent  statesman  at  that  time,  as  I  now  do 
on  his  practical  opinions,  written  with  more  de- 
liberation, and  when  he  was  in  supreme  authori- 
ty. For  the  purpose  of  the  argument,  then^  I 
place  bis  glorious  and  beneficial  Administration 
against  the  construction  now  contended  for  in 
those  resolutions. 

Mr.  Chairman,  permit  me  now  to  notice  very 


fies,  most  certainly,  to  create,  make  firm,  build.  |  briefly,  some  of  the  objections  made  to  the  bill  by 
settle  firmly,  dtc.  Now,  it  is  admitted,  on  all  i  gentlemen  on  the  other  side.  And  the  honorable 
hands,  that  none  of  the  States  have  the  power  to  gentleman,  (Mr.  Randolph,)  who  is  not  now  in 
establish  a  post  office.  The  adversaries  of  the  !  his  seat,  and  whom  I  hear  always  with  the  greatest 
bill  yield  the  point  that  Congress  has  the  exclu-  ;  delight,  warned  us,  that  the  States  could  very 
sive  power.  Then,  if  Congress  has  it,  which  no  '  easily  put  an  end  to  this  Government,  by  refusing 
one  can  deny,  how  absurd  it  is  to  say  that  she  can  '  to  send  Senators  to  the  other  House,  and  elect- 
establish  a  post  office  in  any  part  of  the  Union,  ing  Electors  for  the  President  and  Vice  President 
but  has  no  power  to  make  a  road  leading  to  it.  '  of  the  United  States.  Sir,  this  Government  may 
But  my  honorable  friend  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  I  be  dissolved  in  many  other  ways.  The  States 
Clay)  has  most  eloquently  and  ably  answered  \  might  prevent  the  revenue  of  the  United  States 
this  part  of  the  objeciion.  But  other  gentlemen  '  from  being  collected,  and  also  prohibit  their  mi- 
from  Virginia  have  spoken  against  the  bill,  and  litia  from  turning  out  to  fight  the  battles  of  the 
they  are  so  many  I  cannot  distinguish  them,  as  I  '  country.  And  there  are  many  other  modes,  which 
did  not  regularly  take  notes  of  their  arguments;  certainly  would  require  no  ghost  to  tell,  by  which 
indeed,  I   believe  all  of  Virginia  is  against  the  |  this  Government  would  lose  its  Federal  head.  But, 
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I  pray  God,  that  those  extreme  cases  may  never 
happen.     Sir,  they  never  will  take  place  while 
the  people  are  virtuous  and  enlightened.      That 
honorable  gentleman  again  made  another  strong 
appeal  to  our  fears,  and  brought  before  our  imagi- 
nations the  immortal   Patrick   Henry.     Sir,  the 
abuse  of  a  delegated  grant   by  no  means   proves 
that  it  should  never  be  brought    into  operation. 
We  migbi  as  well  contend,  that,  because  Congress 
has  the  power  to  create  navie*?,  raise  armies,  and 
lest,  at  any  time,  the  power  might  be  abused,  you 
shall  neither  build  a  ship,  or  enlist  a  man,  how- 
ever strong  and  emergent  the  case  might  be.     So, 
although  you  have  the  power  to  make  roads,  lest 
that  power  may  at  any  time  possibly  be  abused, 
you  shall  make  none.     Sir,  this  mode  of  reasoning 
would  just  exactly  keep  us  where  we  are,  unless 
in  the  growth  and  increase  of  children  !     All  the 
powers  granted  to  Congrcf-s  are  to  be  exercised 
with  discretion  and  wisdom.     It  never  was  meant, 
that  because  Congress  has  the  power  to  borrow 
money,  raise  a  navy,  and  an  army,  Ac,  that  she 
shall  act  contrary  to  the  general  welfare  and  secu- 
rity of  the  people.     When  this  is  attempted,  the 
corrective  is  not  in  the  Constitution,  but  in  them. 
It  could  not  then  be  the  intention  of  the  framers 
of  that   instrument,  that  all  our  revenue,  for  in- 
stance, should  be  lavished  on  roads  for  the  purpose 
of  having  them  as  fine  and  splendid  as  in  countries 
which  have  flourished  these  eight  or  nine  centuries. 
No !     We  must  act  with  wisdom,  according  to 
the  means  in  our  power,  and  improve  and  make 
our  roads  gradually.     Another  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Akcuer,)  admitted  you 
had   the  power  to   establish  the  post  oflSce,  but 
asked,  with  a  kind  of  triumph,  has  Congress  the 
right  to  build  the  house  for  the  po^t  office  ?     Sir, 
it   generally    happens,    that   those    appointments 
are  given  to  householders,  who  keep  the  office  in 
their  own  apartments.     But  I  contend  that  Con- 
gress has  the  power  to  build  the  house,  as  a  result- 
ing and  necessary  incident  to  the  grant,  as  she 
would  have  to  provide  for  the  clothing  of  an  army 
after  it  is  raised.     For,  you  will  remark,  that  the 
Constitution  is  silent  as  to  the  clothing,  yet  I  take 
it  for  granted,  that  that  part  of  the'instrument 
which   gives  Congress  the  power  to  make  laws 
"necessary  and  proper  for  carrying  the  foregoing 
powers  into  execution,''  never  intended  we  should 
nave  a  naked  army,  and  our  post  office  kept  out 
of  doors ! 

Another  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
(Mr.  Rives,)  who  has,  for  the  first  lime,  favored 
the  Committee  with  a  very  ingenious  speech,  has 
told  you,  that  all  the  delegated  powers  given  by 
the  Constitulion,  were  designed  to  result  to  the 
benefit  of  the  whole,  and  contended,  that  the  case 
put  by  my  honorable  friend,  (Mr.  Clay,)  in  keep- 
ing the  river  Mississippi  clear  of  all  obstructions 
lor  steam  navigation,  &c.,  does  not  apply.  I  think 
differently  ;  for  what  will  mutually  benefit  a  part, 
will  operate  as  an  interest  to  the  whole.  It  is  not, 
however,  necessary  to  demonstrate  this  position  : 
for  It  must  be  admitted,  that  the  establishment  of 
good  roads  is  of  great  benefit,  in  both  times  of 
peace  and  war,  to  all  the  Sutes.     The  gentleman 


also  contended,  that  military  roads  were  not  essen- 
tial to  the  operations  of  war.  Sir,  whether  they 
are  essential  or  not,  good  roads  are  the  means  of 
facilitating  the  movements  of  armies,  and  will 
enable  them  to  cooperate  with  each  other  ;  and 
may  often  be  of  the  utmost  importance  to  concen- 
trate those  armies  with  the  greatest  rapidity,  at  a 
given  point.  The  gentleman  was  also  pleased  to 
talk  of  physical  roads,  and  legal  roads,  and  I  ex- 
pected to  have  heard  something  said,  metaphor 
ically,  about  moral  roads  !  Sir,  such  refinement  in 
reasoning  on  a  great  Constitutional  question,  is 
beyond  my  comprehension,  particularly  when  I 
look  at  the  words  of  the  grant  under  consideration, 
and  the  end  we  ought  to  have  in  view. 

But,  it  has  been  contended,  sir,  by  gentlemen, 
in  this  debate,  that,  by  assuming  this  power,  you 
will  encroach  on  Stale  rights,  and  in  time  bring 
about  a  consolidation.     And,  it   has    been    said, 
with  a  degree  of  triumph,  that,  if  you   pass  this 
bill,  with  similar  ones,  you  will  assume  the  right 
of  regulating  the  descent  of  property,  and  legis- 
late on  all  the  aflairs  of  the  States.     Gentlemen 
may  dismiss  their  fears  on  this  subject.     The  mere 
local   and    municipal    regulations   of  the   States 
would   have  no  charms  in  this   House.     Let  us 
examine,  for  a  moment,  what  inducement  there 
could  be  to  gentlemen  to  bring  about  a  consolida- 
tion.    For  instance,  would  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  be  at  all  willing  to  make  laws  about  the 
inspection  of  tobacco,  in  this  House,  and  all  the 
other  concernments   of  the    State?      And   how 
would  the  gentleman  like    to   have    committees 
raised,  gravely  to  inquire   how  much  of  the  blue 
laws  in  a  State  were  m  force  ?     Or,  to  come  more 
nearer  home,  how  would  gentlemen  like  to  be  at- 
tending  to  petitions    from  dilTerent    parts  of  the 
country,  pro  and  con,  on  the  subject  of  navigable 
streams,  and  then  wisely  enacting,  that  it  shall  be 
highly  penal   to  throw  up  any  fishing  dams,  or 
other  obstructions,  on  such  a  water  course,  that 
would  not  drown  a  chicken  ?     Sir,  these  are  not 
the  objects  of  ambition,  nor  of  national  legislation, 
and,  in  the  nature  of  things,  never  can  be  ;  because 
there  would  neither  be  time  or  inclination,  to  at- 
tend to  the  local  affairs  of  the  States.     Sir,  it  is 
the  great  questions  on  finance,  commerce,  war, 
and  negotiation,  that  properly  belong  to  Congress, 
and   to  which  statesmen   cling,  and  with  them, 
ambition   delights  to  dwell.    And   how,  I  ask, 
would  a  fine  road,  passing  through  the    States, 
destroy  their  powers  /     But  the  jurisdiction  that 
would  be  exercised  by  the  United  States,  is  another 
great  bugbear  held  out.     Sir,  I  would  be  perfectly 
willing  that  it  should  be  considered  that  the  States 
have  complete  jurisdiction  over   all  crimes  and 
offences  committed  on  those  roads.     The  improve- 
ments of  the  country  ought  not  to  be  retarded  a 
moment,  on  this  consideration.     In  either  juris- 
diction, justice  would   be  administered.     But,  on 
account  of  the  vicinage,  I  should  be  in  favor  of 
the  Stale  courts. 

I  cannot,  Mr.  Chairman,  think  it  is  possible,  that 
the  framers  of  the  Constitution  ever  intended  to 
have  any  of  the  powers  granted  to  Congress  to  be 
dependent  and    under  the  control  of  any  other 
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power  on  earth,  and  more  particularly  the  Post 
Office  Department.  Now,  it  is  said  by  gentlemen, 
that  the  State  roads  shall  be  the  post  roads.  Well, 
I  ask.  what  State  or  States,  between  this  city  and 
New  Orleans,  ever  laid  out  a  road  directly  to  that 
point  ?  None.  The  States,  make  roads  from  court- 
house to  courthouse,  on  which  the  mail  is  carried. 
And  sometimes,  instead  of  this  road  going  directly 
to  the  southern  point,  it  is  carried  to  every  point 
on  the  compass,  to  suit  the  convenience  of  the 
State.  Such  a  state  of  things  never  entered  the 
mind  of  those  worthies  who  are  the  authors  of  this 
instrument.  For,  surely,  no  department  in  our 
Grovernment  is  of  more  importance  than  this  one. 
To  insure  the  rapid  and  safe  transportation  of  the 
mail,  is  of  the  first  importance  to  any  country.  In 
peace,  it  carries  the  intelligence  of  the  country, 
botbofacivil  and  commercial  natui'e;  and,  in  time 
of  war,  of  what  infinite  im|)ortance  it  is  to  the 
Government  to  know,  speedily,  by  the  means  of 
roads  and  canals,  the  operations  of  our  armies  and 
fleets,  and  the  movements  also  of  the  enemy.  In 
the  last  war,  much  was  lost,  for  the  want  of  the 
facilities  of  rapid  movements.  Why,  in  a  com- 
mercial point  of  view,  a  few  hours  of  tardy  motion 
of  the  mail,  by  reason  of  bad  roads,  may  be  the 
ruin  ol  many  merchants.  How  much  more  im- 
portant IS  it,  to  have  the  means  of  rapid  commu- 
nications in  time  of  war,  when  the  liberties  of 
your  country  are  at  stake.  Let  gentlemen  pause, 
and  reflect  to  what  direful  consequences  their 
nice  metaphysical  rea-soninc;  may  lead  them.  Dis- 
arm this  Government  of  its  legitimate  powers,  and, 
my  word  for  it,  your  disjointed  and  jealous  States 
would  not  remain  any  time  in  common  concert. 
All  the  powers  of  a  thousand  Patrick  Henrys, 
headed  by  my  honorable  friend,  (Mr.  Randolph,) 
would  not  save  them  from  a  total  dissolution. 

I  should  now  say  a  word  as  it  regards  the  other 
branch  of  the  subject,  but  this  has  been  so  ably 
discussed  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Dela- 
ware, (Mr.  McLane,)  and  others,  that  it  would 
be  trespassing  too  much  on  your  patience  to  dwell 
much  longer  on  it.  "  To  regulatecommerce  among 
the  several  States,"  means  a  communication  and 
intercourse  with  the  States.  This  must  be  car- 
ried on  by  land  and  water.  Then,  there  ought  to 
be  roads  and  canals.  Who  ought  to  make  them  ? 
Why,  Congress  ought  to  have  the  power,  for  the 
general  welfare  and  security  of  the  whole ;  and  the 
States,  most  indubitably,  have  a  concurrent  power. 
For,  what  is  commerce  ?  It  is  the  exchange  of 
one  commodity  for  another.  It  is  trade  and  traf- 
fic among  the  citizens  of  a  State,  and  with  the 
respective  States.  In  this  point  of  view,  it  is  of 
infinite  importance  to  agriculture.  It  would  fur- 
nish the  agriculturist  with  great  facilities  to  mar- 
ket. Is  not  this  of  the  first  moment  in  this  branch 
of  our  economy  ?  And  have  not  the  arts  and  sci- 
ences, lately  discovered  still  more  important  facil- 
ities to  mankind  in  their  intercourse  with  each 
other?  And  why  not  embrace  them?  Does  not 
God  and  nature  command  us  to  do  so  1  If  the 
mail,  for  instance,  can  be  carried  from  this  Capi- 
tol to  the  city  of  New  Orleans  in  six  or  seven  days, 
by  steam,  would  it  not  be  the  height  of  folly  to 


continue  it  on  the  land  route,  that,  at  least,  takes 
one  month  in  its  performance?  But,  sir,  I  shall 
detain  you  no  longer  on  the  Constitutional  ques- 
tion. I  believe  you  have  full  powers  to  pass  the 
bill  on  your  table.  But  the  expediency  of  the 
measure  is  another  and  different  question,  on  which 
the  Committee,  I  trust,  will  pardon  me  in  saying 
a  few  words.  1  certainly  agree  with  the  honor- 
able gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Randolph,) 
that  the  public  debt  ought  to  be  paid  off  belbre  we 
get  on  a  large  scale  of  national  improvements. 
Then,  if  we  can  retain  a  surplus,  after  meeting 
the  current  expenses,  I  say  dispose  of  it  in  this 
way.  But,  sir,  we  have  little  encouragement  to 
cut  out  more  work,  when  we  look  at  the  Cumber- 
land road.  It  has  now  been  in  progress  lor  twelve 
or  thirteen  years,  and  not  yet  completed.  Why  not 
ask  for  as  much  money  as  will  finish  the  survey- 
ing and  making  this  road  to  its  place  of  desti- 
nation ? 

If  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
Mercer)  will  exhibit  an  estimate  of  the  probable 
expenses  of  tracing  and  surveying  the  ground  of 
his  contemplated  canal,  I  shall  vote  for  it  with 
pleasure.  I  think  the  sum  of  thirty  thousand  dol- 
lars is  too  much  in  this  bill.  I  am  willing  to  be- 
gin this  great  work  with  twenty  thousand  dollars, 
although  I  would  much  rather  have  the  work  to 
be  done  specified  in  the  bill.  I  have  no  idea  of 
shilling  our  responsibility  on  the  President's  shoul- 
ders. We  give  him  a  gross  sum  of  money,  to  be 
paid  to  engineers  aAd  others,  whose  interest  it  will 
be  to  expend  the  whole  sum  in  surveys,  &c.,  that 
may  not  be  sought  for  (and,  when  inquired  after, 
obliterated)  for  a  century.  And,  indeed,  in  con- 
templating this  subject,  we  ought  to  look  to  what 
the  probable  state  of  the  Treasury  will  be  two 
years  from  now. 

As  I  am  in  favor  of  the  principle  of  the  bill,  I  am 
not  very  solicitous  at  what  point  you  commence 
the  great  work  of  internal  improvements.  Al- 
though I  am  aware  that  less  has  been  done  for  the 
West  than  any  other  portion  of  the  Union,  yet  we 
shall  not  complain.  It  is  submitted,  however,  with 
great  respect,  whether  we  ought  not  to  finish  the 
Cumberland  road  before  we  commence  any  other. 
When  finished,  it  will  display  the  powers  of  a 
great  people,  and  command  the  admiration  of 
strangers.  This  road  will  open  a  direct  inter- 
course with  the  most  remote  parts  of  the  North- 
western territory  of  the  Republic,  passing  through 
six  States  from  the  Capitol.  In  a  word,  my  opin- 
ion, as  it  regards  the  discretion  of  Congress  ia 
making  roads,  is  this — I  do  not  think  it  would  be 
wise  policy  to  make  all  the  roads  in  a  State,  that 
might  be  required.  There  ought  to  be  a  great 
leading  road  from  this  city  to  the  South,  say  New 
Orleans.  Then  one  to  the  North  ;  then  to  the  East 
and  West,  in  like  manner.  The  States  would  take 
a  pride  in  riveting  the  Union,  in  making  fine  roads 
to  intersect  and  communicate  with  those  of  the 
Republic.  In  this  way,  we  would  be  enabled  to 
have  intercourse  with  the  most  remote  parts  of  the 
country.  And,  in  times  of  war,  those  roads,  called 
post  roads,  and  not  military  roeuis,  would  afford 
the  greatest  facilities  to  the  progress  and  success 
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of  our  armies.  Those  great  channels  of  commu- 
nication, roads  and  canals,  will  be  the  means,  no 
doubt,  of  drawing  the  States  more  closely  together. 
It  will  be  (he  great  means  of  disseminating  the 
intelligence  of  the  countrv,  with  the  rapidity  of 
lightning,  almost.  It  will  awaken  the  dormant 
intellect  and  moral  strength  of  the  nation.  In  one 
■word,  it  will  be  the  cause  of  cementing  and  link- 
ing the  States  together,  and,  instead  of  consoli- 
dating them,  it  will  more  clearly  mark  and  define 
the  powers  of  each,  and  render  them,  I  trust,  per- 
petual; the  General  Government  and  the  States 
moving  on  in  the  utmost  harmony,  each  revolving 
in  its  proper  sphere. 

Mr.  Spaiqht,  of  North  Carolina,  rose  to  ex- 
press his  opposition  to  the  bill,  and  succinctly  to 
give  the  reasons  of  that  opposition.  The  lateness 
of  the  period  of  discussion,  said  he,  ought,  per- 
haps, to  prevent  me  from  saying  any  thing.  I 
hope,  however,  the  Committee  will  pardon  me  for 
trespassing,  for  a  very  short  time,  upon  their  pa- 
tience. If  this  Grovernment  had  sprung  into  ex- 
istence from  a  state  of  nature;  if  it  had  derived 
its  being  immediately  from  the  people  ;  then,  from 
its  very  nature,  it  would  have  the  power  contend- 
ed for;  it  would  have  been  inherent  by  the  very 
formation  of  the  Government.  For,  to  create  a 
National  Government,  would  necessarily,  unless 
restricted  by  the  people,  give  it  all  the  powers  and 
attributes  of  sovereignty.  These  would  arise  ne- 
cessarily, ez  ri  termini.  But  this  is  not  the  char- 
acter of  this  Government.  Instead  of  deriving 
its  existence  immediately  from  the  people,  it  was 
called  into  being  by  sovereigns.  It  is  the  work  of 
sovereigns — the  grant  of  power  by  them  for  their 
own  benefit  and  that  of  their  people.  As  this  Gov- 
ernment derives  its  existence  and  powers  by  grant, 
it  behooves  the  advocates  of  this  bill  to  show  that 
the  Grovernment  has  the  power.  To  point  out 
this  power  in  the  charter  which  gives  it  ex- 
istence; to  show  it  in  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States.  I  deny  the  power.  If  it  is  given, 
it  is  by  express  grant,  or  it  is  necessary  and  proper 
to  carry  into  effect  some  expressly  granted  power. 
Is  it  expressly  granted  ? 

There  is  no  clause  in  the  Constitution  mention- 
ing that  the  General  Government  has  the  power 
to  make  roads  and  canals.  But,  sir,  gentlemen 
say  it  is  expressly  granted  to  the  General  Gov- 
ernment to  make  roads,  for  the  Constitution  gives 
Congress  the  power  "  to  establish  post  offices 
and  post  roads ;"  and  that,  under  the  power  "to 
establish  post  roads,"  Congress  have  power  to 
make  roads  for  the  conveyance  of  the  mail.  That 
"  establish  "  means  "  create,"  "  make."  All,  how- 
ever, agree  that  the  power  to  make  canals  is  an 
implied  one.  If  we  look  for  the  definition  of  "  es- 
tablish." we  find  it  means  "  to  fix,"  "  to  build  up," 
"  to  make  firm."  In  my  estimation,  the  meaning 
which  is  given  it  in  that  section  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, "to  designate,"  «  to  fix,"  and  "to  establish 
post  roads  "—only  gives  power  to  designate  or  fix 
the  route  upon  which  the  mail  shall  go;  "to  point 
out"  the  place  from  which  it  shall  be  carried,  and 
the  place  to  which  it  shall  be  conveyed.  The 
Government,  in  its  legislation  upon  the  mails, 


gives  it  the  same  definition.    Gentlemen  rely  upon 
the  use  of  the  word  "establish,"  in  the  preamble 
of  the  Constitution,  to  strengthen  their  definition 
of  the  word.     "  To  establish  justice,"  say  they, 
means  create  justice.   Justice  is  the  accordance  of 
action  with  law  ;  the  concurrence  of  action  with 
the  rules  promulgated  for  its  government.     It  is 
coeval  and  co-extensive  with  law,  divine,  natural, 
and  human.   It  is  morally  existent.     To  establish 
I  justice  means  to  pomt  out  the  means  by  which 
justice  will  be  secured.     In  my  opinion,  gentle> 
rnen  could  not  have  selected  a  worse  example  to 
illustrate  their  position.   Gentlemen  say,  Congress 
}  must  have  the  power  to  make  roads  to  convey  the 
,  mail  upon;  for  there  may  be  no  road,  and  Con- 
j  gress  cannot,  in  that  case,  have  the  mails  carred 
j  between  such  places  as  they  may  think  necessary, 
I  unless  they  have  power  to  make  a  road.    In  every 
i  country  (here  will  be  roads  ;  in  every  settlement 
I  the  inhabitants  must  and  will   have  the  means  of 
j  communication   with  each   other.     Roads    must, 
I  necessarily,  be  made  in  every  settled   part  of  the 
country.     The  object  of  the  mails  is  to  diffuse  in- 
J  formation  through  (he  community,  and  the  roads 
I  made  in  each  community  or  settlement  ceitainly 
[  afford  an  inlet  for  that  information,  for  they  abund- 
antly afford  (he  means  of  intercourse  and  commu- 
nication.    Suppose,  say  gentlemen,  a  State  were 
to  shut  up  her  roads  to  prevent  the  mails  from 
passing    through    the    State — has    the    General 
Government  power  to  make  a   new  road,  or  to 
open  the  ones  that  have  been  closed  i     And,  if  it 
has  not,  a  State  could  not  prevent  the  Greneral 
Government  from  exercising   its  powers.      The 
case  put  is  an  extreme  one.     People  would  not,  by 
shutting   up   their    roads,  be  willing   to   deprive 
themselves  of  their  advantages.     It  is  not,  how- 
ever, the  only  instance  in  which  the  States  can 
affect  the  General  Government  in  the  exercise  of 
its  powers.     Sir,  a  majority  of  the  Slates  contain- 
ing a  minority  of  the  people  can  put  an  end  to  this 
Government   by  not  appointing   Senators.     This 
Government  must  depend   upon    public  opinion 
for  its  support ;  and  whenever  public  opinion    is 
against  it,  and  it  loses  the  confidence  ot   the  peo- 
ple, it  must  fall — it  can   no  longer  exist.     This 
must  be  the  case  with  all  governments  like  ours. 
There  is   no  complaint   that  any  road  is  wanted 
for  the  purpose  of  transmitting  the  mail ;  that  there 
is  any  place  of  importance  wanting  a  mail  that 
has  no  road  by  which   it  can   be  carried  to  it. 
Where,  then,  is  the  necessity  of  exercising  this 
power  ?     Shall  we,  sir,  make  a  road  to  carry  the 
mail  upon  when  it  is  not  wanted,  and  then  con- 
vert it  into  commercial  or  other  purposes  ?     Un- 
der a  power  we  do  an  act,  not  necessary  to  carry 
into  execution  that   power,  but  to  effect  another 
object. 

Some  say  we  have  the  power  to  make  roads  and 
canals,  by  implication  from  the  power  "  to  regulate 
commerce  among  the  several  States."  From  a 
power  to  prescribe  rules  under  which  commerce 
shall  be  conducted  among  the  several  States,  (for, 
reffui.ate  means  prescribe  rules,)  they  contend  we 
have  the  power  to  make  channels  ot  communica- 
tion by  which  commerce  can  be  carried  on.     To 
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this  I  shall  only  say  that,  in  this  mode  of  construc- 
tion, the  Constitution  may  be  made  to  have  as 
many  meanings  as  the  ingenuity  of  gentlemen  can 
give  it,  and  as  various  as  their  different  imagina- 
tions. 

From  the  power  "  to  raise  and  support  armies,"' 
the  power  to  make  roads  and  canals  is  obtained. 
It  is  said,  that  in  this  extensive  country,  covering 
a  vast  surface,  that,  for  the  proper  defence  of  the 
country,  we  ought  to  have  means  of  giving  facil- 
ity and  celerity  to  the  movement  of  troops  and  to 
the  transportation  of  the  provisions  for  their  use. 
That  troops  ought,  with  facility,  to  be  moved  to 
any  point  where  they  are  wanted.  That  canals  and 
roads  would  effect  this  object,  and  the  conclusion  is, 
that  we  have  the  power  to  make  canals  and  roads. 
This  is  reasoning  from  the  expediency  of  a  mea- 
sure to  show  its  constitutionality.  This  might  be 
the  proper  course,  if  this  Government  had  its  ex- 
istence immediately  from  the  people,  to  show  its 
powers  and  the  propriety  of  using  them.  But  I 
should  conceive,  in  this  federative  Government, 
it  ought  first  to  be  shown  we  have  the  power  to 
act ;  then,  by  showing  the  expediency  of  the  mea- 
sure, the  propriety  and  reason  for  acting  would  be 
shown.  We  must,  in  acting,  be  within  the  scope 
of  our  powers  ;  we  must  act  according  to  the  let- 
ter of  our  authority.  By  the  Constitution  we  have 
the  powers  expressly  delegated  in  that  instrument, 
and  those  "  necessary  and  proper"  to  carry  into 
effect  those  delegated  by  express  grants — no  others. 
I  would  here  observe,  tliat,  in  the  grant  of  sover- 
eign jwwers  by  a  sovereign,  there  ought  to  be  a 
very  strong  implication  to  support  the  implied 
grant  of  a  power  ;  for,  a  sovereign  cannot  be  sup- 
posed willing  to  diminish  its  powers  and  authority, 
especially  by  slight  implication.  To  suppose  this, 
is  to  suppose  a  sovereign  willing  to  destroy  itself, 
to  commit  a  political  suicide.  There  are  roads  in 
every  direction  of  our  country,  made  in  every  part 
of  it,  and  they  must  necessarily  exist  as  long  as 
there  are  people  in  the  country.  These  roads  af- 
ford facilities  for  the  conveyance  of  our  troops 
from  and  to  every  part  of  the  Union.  The  mak- 
ing of  roads  and  canals  is  not,  therefore,  necessary 
for  the  movement  of  troops  and  the  transporta- 
tion of  provisions,  but  only  to  increase  the  facili- 
ties. In  saying  what  powers  are  given  under  the 
clause  "necessary  and  proper  to  carry  into  effect" 
delegated  powers,  I  would  not  require  an  absolute 
necessity,  but  I  would  certainly  require  a  direct, 
and  not  a  remote,  relation.  It  should  be  a  mean 
obviously  suggested  to  the  mind,  as  necessary  and 
proper  to  carry  into  execution  the  power  contem- 

flated,  having  a  direct  and  proper  relation  to  it. 
refer  gentlemen  to  that  excellent  report  of  Mr. 
Madison's,  on  the  Alien  and  Sedition  laws,  a  part 
of  which  has  been  read  by  a  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, (Mr.  RivEs.)  If  we  depart  from  the  mode 
1  have  mentioned,  and  bring  in  expediency,  as  a 
means  of  interpreting  and  construing  the  Con- 
stitution, we  make  it  every  thing — we  can  derive 
from  it  authority  to  do  any  act  we  wish.  It  ceases 
to  have  that  steadfast  ctiaracter  which  was  in- 
tended to  be  given  it.  It  ceases  to  be  the  guard 
of  the  people's  and  the  States'  rights,  the  land- 


mark bounding  the  powers  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, and  those  of  the  States.  It  swallows  up 
every  power.  We  should  be  careful  in  extending 
the  powers  of  this  Government,  and  curtailing 
those  of  the  States.  In  most  of  the  States,  the 
rights  of  individuals  are  secured  by  a  bill  of  rights — 
but,  in  this  Government,  there  is  nothing  of  the 
kind — nothing  pointing  out  the  rights  of  the  citi- 
zen, and  securing  them  from  infringement  by  the 
Government,  because  it  is  federative  in  its  charac- 
ter. The  State  Governments  arise  immediately 
from  the  people,  and  act  directly  upon  them.  In 
the  construction  contended  for  by  the  advocates 
of  this  bill,  this  Government  may,  at  some  future 
period,  to  carry  into  effect  some  granted  power, 
undertake  to  regulate  descents  and  the  distribution 
of  personal  property;  and,  it  appears  to  me,  with 
as  much  propriety  and  right,  as  it  can  exercise 
the  power  now  claimed.  I  would  request  gentle- 
men to  pause — and,  if  they  are  not  clearly  con- 
vinced, beyond  a  doubt,  they  ought  not  to  act.  If 
they  have  the  least  doubt,  they  ought  not  to  vote 
for  this  bill. 

I  promised  not  to  occupy  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  long.  I  have  thus  briefly  given  mjr 
opinions,  and  performed  my  promise. 

Mr.  P.  P.  Barbodr  moved  to  strike  out  the 
enacting  clause  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Trimble  suggested  that,  as  the  House  was 
very  thin,  and  some  members  absent,  who  proba- 
bly desired  to  speak  on  the  subject,  it  would  be 
proper  to  have  time  allowed  tor  a  call  of  the 
House,  before  the  subject  was  finally  acted  upon. 

A  motion  being  made  that  the  Committee  rise— . 

The  Chairman  decided  it  to  be  out  of  order,  the 
hour  prescribed  by  a  rule  of  the  House  having  not 
arrived. 

Mr.  P.  P.  Barbour,  disclaiming  all  wish  on 
this,  or  any  other  occasion,  to  take  advantage  of  a 
thin  House  to  obtain  a  vote — more  especially  as 
such  vote,  if  now  obtained,  would  not  be  final  on 
the  bill,  expressed  a  wish  that,  by  general  consent, 
the  Committee  would  rise. 

Before  the  question  was  taken — 

Mr.  A.  Smyth  rose,  and  commenced  a  course 
of  remarks  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  which  he  con- 
tinued till  four  o'clock,  when  he  gave  way  for  a 
motion  for  rising. 

The  Committee  rose,  accordingly,  and,  having 
reported  progress,  obtained  leave  lo  sit  again. 


Frioay,  February  6. 

Mr.  Forward,  from  the  Committee  on  Manu- 
factures, to  which  was  referred  sundry  memorials 
upon  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  laying  a  duty  on 
sales  of  merchandise  at  auction,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses; which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Union. 

Mr.  F.  Johnson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  made  a  report  on  the 
petition  of  Elliot  Rucker,  accompanied  by  a  bill 
for  his  relief;  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to- 
morrow. 
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Mr.  Abbot  offered  the  following  resolution,  viz: 
Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  as- 
sembled, two-thirds  of  both  Houses  concurring.  That 
the  following  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  be  proposed  to  the  Legislatures  of  the 
•everal  States,  viz : 

"  That  no  part  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  ought  to  be  construed,  or  shall  be  construed,  to 
authorize  the  importation  or  ingresa  of  any  person  of 
color  into  any  one  of  the  United  States,  contrary  to 
the  laws  of  such  State." 

The  resolution  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  slate 
of  the  Union. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  S.  Barbour,  the  Committee 
of  Claims  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  allowing  compensation  to  George 
Brooke,  of  Culpeper  county,  in  the  Stale  of  Vir- 
ginia, for  certain  buildings  destroyed  by  the  enemy 
during  the  late  war,  in  consequence  of  their  occu- 
pation as  a  place  of  military  depot  by  the  militia 
of  Virginia,  when  in  the  service  of  the  United 
Stales. 

Mr.  Cocke  laid  the  following  resolution  on  the 
table  for  consideration  on  to-morrow,  viz: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  lay  before  this  House  a  copy  of  the 
report  of  the  register  of  the  land  office  in  the  eastern 
district  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  bearing  date  the  6th 
day  of  January,  1821,  together  with  ail  information 
from  said  register  to  the  Treasury  Department,  touch- 
ing said  report ;  more  especially  copies  of  all  informa- 
tion relative  to  any  lands  entered  in  the  name  of  K. 
Martin,  or  his  assignee ;  also  a  copy  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury's  communication  laying  said  report 
before  Congress. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  the  report 
of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  giv- 
ing a  detail  of  the  measures  adopted  by  them  sub- 
sequent to  their  report  of  the  6th  of  February, 
1823;  which  report  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Message  received  yesterday  from  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  in  relation  to  spolia- 
tions committed  on  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States,  was  referred  to^e  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs. 

SURVEYS  FOR  ROADS  AND  CANALS. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the  ' 
Whole,  on   the   bill   for  obtaining  the  necessary 
plans,  estimates,  dec,  on  roads  and  canals.  | 

Mr.  A,  Smyth,  of  Virginia,  resumed,  and  con-  ' 
eluded  the  argument  he  commenced  yesterday  in 
opposition  to  the  bill.     His  speech  follows  entire.  I 

Mr.  A.  Smyth  having  taken  the  floor,  said,  he  ' 
deemed  the  question  one  of  great  importance,  as 
it  went  to  fix  the   meaning  of  the  Constitution.  ! 
Nothing,  said  he,  tends  more  to  the  security  of 
liberty,  than   the  certainty  of  the  laws;  and,  of' 
all  laws,  the  most  important  are  the  fundamental 
laws  of  a  nation  ;  which  should,  therefore,  be  fixed  I 
and  certain.    This  is  the  great  advantage  resulting 
to  a  nation   from  having  a  written  constitution'  i 
A  constitution  is  a  law  to  those  who  govern.     If  i 
Is  meaning  is  unsettled  and   uncertain,  it  is  de-  \ 


I  fective  and  useless.  They  who  have  no  certain 
I  law,  are  in  the  same  situation  as  if  they  had  no 
i  law;  and  they  who  govern,  and  are  bound  by  no 

law,  are  despots. 
j  Let  us  inquire,  said  Mr,  S.,  whether  there  are 
any  precedents  which  ought  to  weigh  with  us  in 
j  deciding  this  question.  At  the  session  of  1816, 
j  1817,  a  bill  pa.ssed  both  Houses,  assuming,  to  a  cer- 
I  tain  extent,  jurisdiction  to  make  internal  improve- 
ments— perhaps,  by  the  consent  of  the  States;  it 
pas-sed  at  a  laie  period  of  the  session,  without  a 
full  and  deliberate  discussion;  and  was  presented 
to  the  President,  Madison,  so  late  that  he  had  not 
half  an  hour  to  devote  to  its  consideration.  He 
rejected  it,  on  the  ground  that  Congress  did  not 
possess  the  power  assumed.  The  passage  of  this 
bill,  by  both  Houses  of  Congress,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, forms  no  precedent  worthy  of  regard. 
At  the  next  session  of  Congress,  this  question  was 
debated  during  eight  days,  and  the  honorable 
Speaker  fMr.  Clay)  was  among  those  who,  with 
great  ability,  maintained  the  power  of  Congress 
to  make  internal  improvements,  when  resolutions, 
declaring  that  Congress  has  power  to  construct 
post  roads  and  military  roads,  and  to  construct 
roads  and  canals  necessary  for  commerce  between 
the  States,  and  to  construct  canals  for  military 
purposes,  were  severally  rejected;  and  it  was  thus 
decided,  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  that 
Congress  have  not  power  to  make  internal  im- 
provements. This  decision,  as  it  was  against  the 
assumption  of  this  pow^er  by  Congress,  ought  to 
have  been  allowed  to  stand,  as  fixing  the  meaning 
of  the  Constitution,  in  this  respect.  But,  in  the  ses- 
sion of  1821-2,  a  bill  passed  both  Houses,  on  very 
little  debate,  authorizing  the  setting  up  of  turn- 
pike gates  on  the  Cumberland  road  ;  it  was  re- 
jected by  the  President,  as  assuming  powers  which 
Congress  did  not  possess,  and  returned  with  his 
objections  ;  and,  after  maturely  considering  those 
objections,  this  House,  by  a  majority  of  72  to  68, 
rejected  the  bill. 

The  honorable  Speaker  (Mr.  Clay)  has  spoken 
of  a  difference  of  opinion  which,  he  say.s,  has  ex- 
isted between  Congress  and  the  President,  as  to 
the  extent  of  powers  conferred  upon  this  Govern- 
ment by  the  Constitution.  But  no  such  difference 
of  opinion  has  existed  between  the  President  and 
the  House  of  Representatives,  since  the  acces.sion 
of  the  present  Chief  Magistrate.  The  refusal  of 
the  House,  in  1822,  to  strike  out  the  enacting 
clause  of  the  bill  for  setting  up  gates  on  the  Cum- 
berland road,  or  even  the  passage  of  the  bill,  is 
not  such  an  evidence  of  the  opinion  of  the  House 
as  the  final  vote,  on  hearing  and  weighing  the 
objections  of  the  President.  Thus,  the  wei<?ht  of 
precedents  seems  to  be  in  favor  of  those  who  op- 
pose this  bill. 

Are  there  any  opinions  which,  in  deciding  this 
question,  we  ought  to  respect?  We  have  seen 
that  two  Presidents,  Mr.  Madison  and  Mr.  Mon- 
roe, have  each  of  them  put  his  veto  on  a  bill  •»- 
suming  power,  in  this  Government,  to  make  in- 
ternal improvements.  Those  gentlemen  were, 
each  of  them,  members  of  the  General  Conven- 
tion who,  in  17S7,  formed  the  Constitution,  and 
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of  that  ConventioQ  in  Virginia,  in  1788,  who 
adopted  it.  They  knew  the  intention  of  those  who 
formed  the  Constitution,  and  those  who  adopted 
it.  In  construing  any  instrument,  it  ought  to 
be  understood  as  those  who  entered  into  it  under- 
stood it.  No  gentleman,  deciding  judicially  on 
a  contract,  would  interpret  it  any  otherwise. 
With  the  most  perfect  knowledge  of  what  the 
framers  of  the  Constitution  intended,  Mr.  Madi- 
son and  Mr.  Monroe  have  officially  declared,  that 
the  powers  now  claimed  for  Congress  were  not 
granted.  The  opinions  of  Mr.  Jefferson  and  Mr. 
Gallatin*  have  been  declared  to  the  same  effect. 
If  any  names  should  be  of  authority  sufficient  to 
decide  this  question,  these  are. 

By  the  construction  of  the  Constitution  now 
contended  for  by  our  opponents,  all  the  specifica- 
tions contained  therein  are  useless.  The  power 
to  declare  war,  alone,  would,  according  to  their 
mode  of  construing  the  instrument,  carry  after  it 
all  the  other  granted  powers,  and  every  other 
power  that  Congress  should  think  fit  to  exercise. 
For  every  power,  the  exercise  of  which  should 
have  a  tendency  to  make  a  nation  powerful,  might 
be  claimed  as  facilitating,  and  therefore  incidental 
to  the  power  of  making  war.  This  construction 
would  give  to  the  General  Government  every 
power, except  such  as  are  expre.si>ly  prohibited.  It 
assumes  that  the  incidental  powers  which  this 
Government  may  exercise  are  not  those  included 
in  the  granted  powers;  but  that  they  are  all  such 
as  will,  in  any  way,  facilitate  the  exercise  of  the 
granted  powers.  Then  Congress  may  regulate 
descents  and  marriages,  with  a  view  to  make  the 
nation  powerful,  as  incidental  to  the  power  to  de- 
clare war.  This  mode  of  construing  the  Consti- 
tution is  the  same  by  which  the  alien  and  sedition 
acts  were  justified  ;  and  it  Tvould  equally  justify 
any  usurpation  which  a  majority  might  determine 
upon.  Let  us  hear  the  arguments  by  which,  in 
1799,  the  alien  and  sedition  acts  were  justified. 
In  a  report  then  made  to  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, we  find  that  the  s^ipporters  of  those  mea- 
sures said,  that  ''The  right  of  removing  aliens,  as 
'  an  incident  to  the  power  of  war  and  peace,  ac- 
'  cording  to  the  theory  of  the  Constitution,  belongs 
'  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States;"  and 
that,  "  to  remove  from  the  country,  in  times  of 
'  hostility,  dangerous  aliens  who  may  be  employed 
'  in  preparing  the  way  for  invasion,  is  a  measure 
'  necesi>ary  for  preventing  invasion,  and  of  course 
'  a  measure  that  Congress  is  empowered  to  adopt." 
And,  with  regard  to  the  sedition  act,  they  said 
that  "a  law  to  punish  false,  scandalous,  and  ma- 
'  licious  writings  against  the  Government,  with 
'  intent  to  stir  up  sedition,  is  a  law  necessary  for 
'  carrying  into  effect  the  ix)wer  vested  by  the 
'  Constitution  in  the  Government  of  the  United 
'  States,  and  in  the  Departments  and  officers 
'  thereof,  and  consequently  such  a  law  as  Con- 
'  gress  may  pass."     Such  were  some  of  the  argu- 


*  It  is  evident  that  the  United  States  cannot,  under 
the  Constitution,  open  any  road  or  canal,  without  the 
consent  of  the  States  through  which  such  road  or 
canal  must  pass." — Gallatin's  Report. 


ments  used  to  justify  those  unauthorized  and  ty- 
rannical acts.  The  main  question  is  the  same 
now  as  in  1798 — the  exercise  of  implied  powers 
not  included  in  the  granted  powers.  The  people 
decided  that  those  acts  were  unconstitutional,  as 
well  as  inexpedient,  and  made  an  entire  change 
in  the  administration  of  the  Grovernment,  on  the 
ground  that  the  Constitution  bad  been  violated. 
The  exercise  of  this  incidental  power,  then,  went 
to  abridge  personal  liberty,  aiid  the  people  felt  it. 
The  exercise  of  incidental  power,  now  proposed, 
invades  the  authority  of  the  States;  the  State 
governments  will  feel  it ;  and  their  opposition  is 
as  much  to  be  avoided  as  the  opposition  of  the 
people.  The  pretence  then  was,  that  the  safety 
of  the  nation  required  those  measures ;  the  pre- 
tence now  is,  that  the  prosperity  of  the  nation  re- 
quires the  measure  proposed.  But  the  nation  was 
then  safe  without  the  alien  and  sedition  acts;  and 
the  nation  will  now  prosper  without  the  passage 
of  this  bill. 

Sir,  there  will  arise  in  every  nation,  whose 
Government  is  not  entirely  despotic,  two  parties; 
the  one  in  favor  of  extending,  the  other  for  abridg- 
ing or  limiting  the  powers  of  the  Government. 
There  will  be  found  individuals  of  every  shade  of 
opinion,  from  those  who  favor  anarchy  to  those 
who  favor  despotism.  But  a  question  relative  to 
the  extent  of  power  has  only  two  sides,  on  one  or 
other  of  which  all  must  arrange  themselves;  and 
it  must  be  admitted  that,  on  this  occasion,  we  ad- 
vocate the  cause  of  freedom,  while  our  opponents 
advocate  the  extension  of  power. 

What  powers  did  the  people  intend  to  grant  to 
this  Government  ?  It  has  been  said  that  this  is  a 
National,  and  not  a  Federal  Government;  but  it 
is  obviously  a  Federal  Government  in  all  its 
branches.  This  Government  rests  on  the  State 
governments ;  and  their  preservation  alone  shows 
this  Government  to  be  Federal.  [Here  Mr.  S. 
read  from  the  Constitution.  "  The  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives shall  be  composed  of  members  chosen 
every  second  year  by  the  people  of  the  several 
States. — When  vacancies  happen  in  the  repre- 
sentation from  any  State."]  But  the  question  is, 
what  are  the  granted  powers?  And  it  makes  no 
difference  in  the  extent  of  those  powers  that  the 
representatives  of  the  States  in  this  branch  are 
chosen  by  the  people.  I  would  ask  whether  aa 
amendment  of  the  Confederation,  providing  that 
the  representation  from  each  State  should  be 
chosen  by  the  people,  would  have  enlarged  the 
powers  of  the  old  Congress?  I  contend  that  it 
would  not;  nor  would  that  Government  have 
ceased  to  be  a  Federal  Government. 

The  Constitution  was  designed  to  form  a  Gov- 
ernment with  special  granted  powers,  and  relating, 
generally,  to  external  objects.  [Here  Mr.  S.  read 
from  General  Wasuington's  letter  accompany- 
ing the  Constitution  the  following  clauses:  "The 
friends  of  our  country  have  long  seen  and  desired 
that  the  power  of  making  war,  peace,  and  treaties, 
that  of  levying  money  and  regulating  commerce, 
and  the  corresponding  Executive  and  judicial  au- 
thorities, should  be  fully  and  effectually  vested  in 
the  General  Govcroment  of  the  Union. — Individ- 
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nals  entering  into  society  must  give  up  a  share  of 
liberty  to  pre.serve  the  rest."]  The  States  gave 
up  a  share  of  their  power,  but  reserved  the  residue. 
"All  legislative  powers  herein  granted  shall  be 
vested  in  a  Congress  of  the  United  Slates."  Be- 
tween this  Government  and  a  consolidated  Gov- 
ernment, or  that  of  a  State,  there  is  this  differ- 
ence— a  State  government  possesses  all  legislative 
power  (limited  by  reason  only)  which  is  not  ex- 
pressly withheld  by  the  Constitution  or  Bill  of 
Kights;  but  this  Government  possesses  only  the 
powers  expressly  granted  to  it  by  the  States.  This 
was  the  true  construction  of  the  Constitution  be- 
fore the  adoption  of  the  tenth  amendment,  which 
declares  that  the  "powers  not  delegated  to  the  J 

*  United  States  by  the  Constitution,  nor  prohibited 

*  by  it  to  the  States,  are  reserved  to  the  States,  re- 

*  spectively,  or  to  the  people."  You  possess  cer- 
tain granted  powers,  and  power  to  pass  laws  ne- 
cessary and  proper  for  carrying  into  execution 
those  powers.  But  you  claim  incidental  powers. 
If  they  are  included  m  the  granted  powers,  they 
pass;  but,  if  they  are  not  included,  they  do  not 
pass.  If  the  power  claimed  as  incidental  is  a  part 
performance,  a  part  exercise  of  the  granted  power. 
It  is  included  in  the  granted  power,  and  given. 
Thus,  by  the  power  to  raise  and  support  armies, 
you  may  determine  on  the  number  and  kind  of 
troops,  direct  enlistments,  prescribe  an  oath,  make 
a  violation  of  it  perjury,  punish  desertion  or  se- 
duction, and  so  on  ;  that  is,  whatever  is  a  part 
performance  of  the  power,  you  may  do;  but 
you  cannot  exercise  ungranted  powers,  because 
they  would  facilitate  the  execution  of  the  granted 
power. 

It  is  important  to  understand  what  powers  the 
Convention  deemed  dintind.  They  have  consid- 
ered a  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes  as  distinct 
from  power  to  raise  and  support  armies;  and  that 
power  as  distinct  from  power  to  provide  and 
maintain  a  navy.  They  considered  powers  to 
establish  uniform  laws  on  the  subject  of  bankrupt- 
cies, to  coin  money,  and  fix  the  standard  of 
weights  and  measures,  as  distinct  from  power  to 
regulate  commerce.  It  is  not  sufficient  that  the 
power  which  you  claim  as  incidental  is  a  kindred 
power,  it  must  be  an  included  power;  for,  if  it  is 
distinct,  it  does  not  pass.  Is  it  seriously  contend- 
ed that,  by  the  power  to  declare  war,  the  powers 
to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  raise  armies,  and  provide 
navies,  would  pass?  The  Confederation  had 
power  to  declare  war,  but  no  power  to  lay  and 
collect  taxes.  Declaring  war  only  changes  the 
situation  of  the  country  ;  the  war,  when  declared, 
must  be  carried  on  by  those  who  have  powers  for 
that  purpose.  You  are  the  agents  of  the  States; 
your  powers  are  to  be  construed  strictly  ;  you  are 
not  to  despoil  the  State  governments  of  authority 
which  the  States  have  not  granted  to  you. 

I  will  proceed  to  consider  that  part  of  the  argu- 
ment of  the  friends  of  the  bill  which  claims  for 
Congress  the  power  to  make  roads,  in  virtue  of 
the  grant  of  power  "to  establish  post  offices  and 
post  roads."  When  a  special  power  is  granted,  a 
more  general  power,  which  would  have  included 
the  special  power,  is  not  granted.     Powers  not 


granted  are  retained ;  and  the  special  power  being 
granted,  the  general  is  retained.  Here  power  to 
establish  post  roads  is  granted,  this  excludes  yoa 
from  claiming  authority  to  establish  any  roads 
except  post  roads ;  for  your  power  is  special — to 
establish  post  roads  only.  This  being  a  particu- 
lar kind  of  internal  improvement,  it  would  seem 
that  it  was  not  intended  yDU  should  have  any  thing 
to  do  with  roads  of  other  kinds,  or  with  canals.* 
As  your  power  is  only  to  establish  post  roads,  you 
have  nothing  to  do  with  the  construction,  even,  of 
post  roads,  unless  it  can  be  shown  that  to  establish 
means  to  construct.  If  that  is  done,  you  will  have 
power  to  construct  post  roads,  but  no  claim  to 
power  to  construct  either  military  or  commercial 
roads. 

The  word  establv<k,  like  most  other  words,  has 
various  significations,  according  to  the  subject- 
matter  in  relation  to  which  it  is  used.  According 
to  the  best  authority,  establish  signifies  to  settle 
firmly,  to  fix  unalterably ;  to  settle  in  any  privi- 
lege or  possession,  to  confirm  ;  to  make  firm,  to  rat- 
ify ;  to  fix  or  settle  an  opinion  ;  to  form  or  model ; 
to  found,  to  build  firmly,  to  fix  irrevocably — 
(a  sense  not  in  use;)  to  make  a  settlement  of 
any  inheritance — (a  sense  not  in  use.)  But  the 
example  given  in  support  of  the  signification,  to 
form  or  model,  is,  "  he  appointed  in  what  manner 
his  family  should  be  established  ;"  which  shows 
that  it  is  not  a  forming  or  modelling  by  the  hands 
that  was  meant.  Let  a  hundred  modern  volumes 
be  examined,  it  will  be  found  that  to  establish 
uniformly  means  a  determination  of  the  will,  and 
not  an  operation  by  hands.  Words  should  be  un- 
derstood in  the  sense  intended  by  those  who  used 
them.  In  what  sense  have  the  Convention  used 
this  word?  We  find  in  the  Constitution,  "estab- 
lish justice" — "establish  this  Constitution" — "es- 
tablish a  uniform  rule" — "establish  courts" — "the 
establishment  of  this  Constitution" — "an  estab- 
lishment of  religion."  The  Convention  have  uni- 
formly used  this  word  as  signifying  an  authori- 
tative decision  of  the  will;  and  when  we  say  a 
thing  is  established,  we  usually  mean  by  decree, 
judgment,  or  order  of  those  having  authority,  or 
by  an  act  of  legislation — as  to  establi>h  a  title;  to 
establish  a  will ;  to  establish  headquarters  ;  to 
establish  a  court.  When  we  say  a  road  is  estab- 
lished, do  we  mean  by  the  overseer  who  makes  it? 
No;  we  mean  by  the  court  which  has  decided 
where  it  shall  be.  The  Confederation  conferred 
the  power  "of  establishing  and  regulating  post 
offices  from  one  State  to  another."  The  change 
in  the  wording  of  the  clause  in  the  Constitution 
seems  to  have  been  made  to  correct  a  solecism, 
and  not  to  confer  any  additional  authority.  Was 
it  ever  understood  that  the  Confederation  bad,  by 
this  clause,  jurisdiction  over  the  territory,  and 
might  take  the  soil  and  build  a  post  office?    I  pre- 


*  See  Journal  of  Convention,  ptge  376.  "Ques- 
tion. To  grant  letters  of  incorporation  for  canaU,  dec. 
— parsed  in  the  negative.  Yeaa — Pennsylvania,  Vir- 
ginia, Georgia — 3.  Nays — New  Hampshire,  Mnaaa- 
cbucetts,  Connecticut,  New  Jersey,  Delaware,  Mary- 
land, North  Carolina,  South  Carolina — 8." 
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sume  not.  They  might  purchase  a  house  for  a 
post  office,  and  hold  it,  under  the  laws  of  a  State, 
as  an  individual  might  hold  property.  To  estab- 
lish a  fwst  office  is  to  create  an  office  with  cer- 
tain prescribed  duties,  which  office  is  to  be  filled 
by  the  appointment  of  an  officer  to  perform  those 
duties.  To  establish  a  post  road  is  to  give  a  road 
a  legal  designation  as  a  post  road.  Wherever  the 
word  is  used  in  the  Constitution,  it  means,  to  give 
legal  existence. 

Let  us  see  what  was  the  contemporaneous  con- 
struction of  this  clause  of  the  Constitution  by  those 
who  formed,  adopted,  and  commenced  proceed- 
ings under  it.  They  were  well  inclined  to  exer- 
cise all  their  Constitutional  powers.  They  under- 
stood that  Congress  were  to  adopt  and  use  the 
roads  of  the  States.  This  was  the  construction 
put  on  this  grant  of  f»ower  by  the  generation  who 
adopted  the  Constitution. 

Sir,  I  propose  to  you  a  safe  rule  for  construing 
the  Constitution  in  time  to  come,  which  is  this: 
Whatever  was  done  and  acquiesced  in  during  an 
age — say  thirty  years  from  the  adoption  of  the 
Constitution — let  that  be  considered  as  Constitu- 
tional ;  but  whatever  was  not  done  or  not  acqui- 
esced in  as  Constitutional  in  that  age,  let  it  be 
held  to  be  unconstitutional. 

Those  who  formed,  adopted,  and  acted  under 
the  Constitution,  heretofore,  have  put  a  meaning 
on  this  clause  which  it  is  now  too  late  to  change. 
If  we  confine  ourselves  to  the  powers  which  have 
been  exercised  by  our  [)redeces.sors,  and  acquiesced 
in,  there  is  no  danger  to  the  rights  of  the  States 
or  the  people;  but  if  we  at  this  day  claim  and 
exercise  new  powers,  we  set  a  pernicious  example 
to  those  who  shall  succeed  us. 

It  will  be  well  to  consider  the  burden  which 
you  take  upon  yourselves,  if  you  decide  that  to 
establish  means  to  construct.  You  will  undertake 
to  construct  all  the  post  roads  in  the  country.  You 
have  constructed  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles 
of  post  road,  but  you  established  eighty-ei^ht 
thousand  miles  of  post  road.  You  cannot  decide 
that  establish  means  construct,  as  to  one  hundred 
and  twenty  miles  of  road,  but  that  it  does  not  mean 
construct,  as  to  the  remaining  eighty-eight  thou- 
sand miles  of  post  road.  So,  if  estaUish  signifies 
construct,  you  have  passed  laws  for  the  construc- 
tion of  eighty-eight  thousand  miles  of  post  road, 
and  should  cause  it  to  be  done  without  delay. 
Will  not  the  States  say  that  you  have  assumed 
the  jurisdiction,  and  taken  upon  you  the  duty  of 
keeping  these  roads  in  repair?  Will  they  not 
withdraw  from  these  roads  the  superintendents 
and  laborers  of  the  States,  and  the  protection  of 
the  State  laws?  It  may  be  expected;  for,  if  the 
jurisdiction  and  the  duty  is  properly  assumed  by 
you,  it  no  longer  remains  with  them,  and  your 
acts  are  the  supreme  law  of  the  land. 

You  may  establish  post  routes,  and  so  may  the 
States.  They  are  not  forbidden  the  exercise  of 
this  privilege,  as  they  are  to  keep  ships  and  troops 
in  lime  of  peace;  and  they  might  deem  it  expe- 
dient to  circulate  intelligence.  Can  you  seize  on 
all  their  roads,  impose  tolls,  and  exercise  other 
paramount  or  exclusive  jurisdiction?     What  be- 


comes of  the  rights  of  turnpike  companies  char- 
tered by  the  States  ?  The  States  claim  and  exer- 
cise power  to  alter  roads  not  made  by  chartered 
companies,  and  to  discontinue  such  as  are  useless. 
Does  a  road,  as  soon  as  you  establish  it  a  post 
road  cease  to  be  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
State  ?  Suppose  that  there  is  a  contest  before  the 
State  courts,  which  of  two  ways  shall  be  estab- 
lished as  a  public  road  ?  Will  the  passing  of  your 
mail  boy  with  his  bag  along  one  of  them,  decide 
the  contest  and  establish  that  trace  along  which 
he  passes  ?  If  you  assume  jurisdiction,  the  roads 
can  only  be  altered  and  repaired  under  your  au- 
thority. Leave  the  jurisdiction  to  the  States,  and 
let  them  repair  and  alter  the  roads  at  pleasure. 
The  fact  that  you  use  eighty-eight  thousand  miles 
of  roads,  made  by  the  Slates,  shows  that  it  is 
not  necessary  you  should  assume  this  authority. 
Wherever  a  mule  carrying  a  bag  can  go,  your 
mail  can  go.  You  fix  on  certain  points,  and  be- 
tween these  it  becomes  the  duty  oi  the  States  to 
have  some  road.  Your  acts  are  the  supreme  law, 
and  the  State  courts  are  bound  thereby  ;  but  the 
intermediate  trace  between  the  points  you  desig- 
nate let  the  States  alter,  repair,  and  control  at  their 
pleasure.  (When  Mr.  S.  had  proceeded  thus  far 
m  bis  argument,  the  Committee  rose;  on  the  6th 
he  continued.] 

Having  considered  the  argument  of  the  friends 
of  the  bill,  founded  on  the  power  given  to  Con- 
gress to  establish  post  roads,  I  will  proceed  to  con- 
sider their  arguments  founded  on  the  power  "  to 
regulate  commerce  among  the  several  States."  It 
has  been  said  that  roads  and  canals  will  facilitate 
commerce  among  the  several  Slates,  and  there- 
fore, as  you  have  the  control  of  commerce,  you 
may  construct  them.  If  power  to  regulate  com- 
merce among  the  States  will  authorize  you  to  do 
whatever  will  facilitate  commerce,  your  power  is 
unlimited.  You  may  take  upon  you  the  interior  po- 
lice, and  theadministralion  of  justicein  the  States ; 
for,  by  so  doing,  you  may  facilitate  commerce.  But 
commerce  is  to  be  "  regulated,"  and  among  the 
States;  and  this  word  "among,"  signifies  Ixttoeen 
the  States.  It  was  so  understood  at  the  adoption  of 
the  Constitution.  Mr.  Madison,  writing  on  this 
subject,  says,  "  The  defect  of  power  in  the  existing 
'  Confederacy,  to  regulate  the  commerce  between  its 
'  several  members,  is  in  the  number  of  those  which 
'  have  been  clearly  pointed  out  by  experience." 
The  power  given  to  Congress  is  the  same  in  rela- 
tion to  commerce  between  the  States,  as  in  rela- 
tion to  commerce  between  this  nation  and  foreign 
nations.  You  may  regulate  commerce  with  for- 
eign nations;  but  this  gives  you  no  power  to  reg- 
ulate the  interior  commerce  of  this  nation.  You 
may  regulate  the  commerce  of  one  State  with 
another  State;  but,  this  gives  you  no  power  to 
regulate  the  internal  comerce  of  either.  You  may 
establish  ports,  license  vessels,  impose  tonnage  and 
other  duties  in  the  one  case,  and  so  you  may  in  the 
other. 

The  gentleman  from  Delaware  (Mr.  McLanb) 
says,  "  The  power  given  to  Congress  is  a  power 
which  a  State  did  not  possess.  I  agree  with  him, 
that  the  power  is  such  as  a  State  did  not  posses.s. 
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A   State  could  not,  alone,  regulate  commerce  be- 
tween it  and  another  State.     This  is  the  power 
granted  to  Congress  which  a  Stale  did  not  possess. 
But  a  State  did  possess  power  to  regulate  com- 
merce in  its  own  interior,  and  this  power  has  not 
been  granted   to  Congress.      The  Speaker  (Mr. 
Clay)  has  argued  that  unless  the  power  to  regu- 
late commerce  among  the  States  implies  authority 
to  foster,  promote,  and  facilitate  it,  the  clauso  is 
without  a   meaning ;  for,  that  Congress   has  no 
power  to  lay   imposts  and   duties   on  the  trade 
among  the  several  States.    The  gentleman  is  mis- 
taken.    This  Government  may  lay  duties  on  arti- 
cles imported  from  another  Slate.     The  principal 
object  of  granting  this  power  to  Congress  was,  to 
take  from  the  States  authority  over  the  subject, 
which  had  been  exercised  to  their  mutual  injury. 
The    friends   of   the    bill    understand    "  regulate 
commerce,"  to  mean  "  facilitate  the  carriage  of 
goods."     Is  this  a  fair  construction  ?     Roads  and 
canals  are  means  of  carrying  on  commerce;  but, 
are  you  to  furnish  the  means  of  carrying  on  com- 
naerce — the  ships,  the  carriages,  the  capital  ?     It 
is  for  you  to  regulate  commerce,  to  prescribe  the 
manner  in  which  it  shall  be  carried  on,  not  to  pro- 
Tide  the  means. 

Power  is  given  to  Congress  to  regulate  com- 
merce among  the  States,  which  otherwise  must 
have  been  regulated  by  compacts  or  treaties  be- 
tween them,  but  such  a  power  extends  not  to  regu- 
late commerce  between  different  places  in  the  same 
State.  Can  it  be  believed  that  by  this  clause 
power  was  intended  to  be  given  to  Congress  to 
execute  a  system  of  internal  improvement?     If  it 


had  been  intended  to 


grant 


such  a  power,  would 


it  not  have  been  explicitly  and  efiectually  granted  ? 
Such  a  construction  as  is  contended  for,  never  en- 
tered into  the  minds  of  the  Convention  ;  and  it  is 
contrary  to  good  faith  to  give  to  the  language  they 
have  used,  a  meaning  entirely  different  from  that 
with  which. they  used  it.  But,  suppose  that  by 
"regulate  commerce,"  you  understand  "make  in- 
ternal improvements,"  you  will  be  restricted  to 
such  as  are  between  the  Slates;  and  what  will 
this  authorize  you  to  do  ?  Why,  to  make  a  bridge 
across  the  Potomac,  the  Delaware,  or  the  Ohio, 
between  the  States.  The  power  granted  to  Con- 
gress to  regulate  commerce  among  the  States,  is 
an  exclusive  power;  it  is  clearly  an  exclusive 
power  to  regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations, 
and  with  the  Indian  tribes;  and  it  cannot  be  con- 
tended that  the  ^ame  word,  in  the  same  sentence, 
has  several  meanings.  Whatever  power  may  be 
exercised  under  thiif  gi^ant)  you  may  exercise  ex- 
clusively. If,  by  this  power,  you  may  interfere 
with  the  internal  commerce  of  a  Slate,  you  have 
exclusive  jurisdiction  over  the  whole  commerce  of 
the  country,  not  only  between  the  Stall's,  but  be- 
tween county  and  county,  village  and  village,  man 
and  man.  And  what  is  this  commerce,  of  which 
you  have  exclusive  jurisdiction?  Why,  every 
sale  of  properly  that  is  made  in  the  country  may 
be  considered  as  commerce,  and  under  your  regula- 
tion. What  authority  will  be  left  to  the  States? 
Will  not  this  be  consolidation  1 

It  is  contended  that  you  may  make  roads  and 


canals  by  your  power  to  make  war.     Does  au- 
thority to  direct  the  force  of  confederated  States 
carry  with  it  the  interior  police  of  the  confederated 
Stales?     Does  the  Emperor  of  Grermany,  by  his 
power  to  direct  the  force  of  the  Empire,  make  in- 
ternal improvements  in  Saxony  and  Wirlemberg  ? 
I  have  never  understood  so.     Did   Napoleon,  as 
head  of  the  Confederation  of  the  Rhine,  claim 
such  a  power?     No;  he  expressly  disclaimed  the 
good    that  the  German  Prmces  should   effect  m 
their  respective  Stales.     The  old   Congress  had 
power  to  make  war,  but  never  claimed,  as  incident, 
power  to  make  roads  and  canals.     Our  experience 
in  two  wars  has  proved  that  this  power  is  not  ne- 
cessary to  the  General  Government.     It  is  not  a 
means  of  defence.     It  suited  conquering  Rome  to 
have  military  roads  leading  to  all  her  frontiers; 
but  it  is  no  advantage  to  an  invaded  nation.     The 
same  roads  on  which  Bonaparte  marched  his  ar- 
mies to  invade  Germany,  led  the  Rusf^ians  and 
Germans  to  Paris-     I  cannot  agree  with  the  hon- 
orable Speaker  (Mr.  Clay)  that  the  General  Gov- 
ernment possesses  no  power  in  war  that  it  does  not 
possess  in  peace.     Many  things  may  be  lawfully 
done  in  the  prosecution  of  war,  that  would  be  alto- 
gether unlawful  in  time  of  peace.     In  war,  every 
thing  is  lawful  that  is  indispensable  for  the  safety 
of  the  nation.     "  The  safety  of  the  people  is  the 
supreme  law."     During  the  war  of  the  Revolution, 
Norfolk  was  burned  by  our  own  force.     Would 
that  have  been  lawful  in  time  of  peace  ?     Did  not 
General  Washington  propose  to  burn  New  York, 
that  It  might  not  afford  Winter  quarters  to  the 
enemy  ?     Yes ;  and  he  would  have  burned  it,  had 
not  Congress  decided  otherwise.     We  have  seen 
the  Emperor  of  Russia  burn  his  capital,  that  it 
might  not  afford  Winter  quarters  to  an  enemy. 
But  I  cannot  agree  that,  in  time  of  peace,  the 
General  Government  may  do  every  thing  that  it 
may  do  in  prosecuting  war.     I  have  no  doubt  that, 
in  prosecuting  war,  the  President  might  order  the 
public  force  to  make  a  road  or  a  canal  wherever 
he  found  it  necessary  ;  but  the  measure  would  be 
temporary,  and  no  jurisdiction  would  be  assumed. 
The  preparations  for  war,  which  you  may  make 
in  peace,  are  prescribed  by  the  Constitution.     Your 
power  18  to  make  war,  not  to  govern  the  high- 
ways.    We  have  been  told  of  precedents ;  we  have 
directed  the  making  of  a  road  in  Arkansas.     In 
that  territory,  we  yet  hold  the  empire,  the  high 
domain,  and  do  not  violate  the  jurisdiction  of  any 
State.     But  are  the  roads  and  canals,  which  you 
would  make,  really  intended  for  military  purposes? 
No;  they  are  intended    lor  travelling  and    com- 
mercial purposes;  and  it  is  a  pretence  to  say  that 
you  will  make  them  by  your  power  to  declare  and 
prosecute  war. 

It  is  contended  that,  by  the  power  to  lay  and 
collect  taxes,  to  provide  lor  the  common  defence 
and  general  welfare,  we  have  power  to  appropri- 
ate money  to  make  roads  and  canals.  1  cannot 
agree  that  we  may  thus  appropriate  the  public 
money.  We  hold  it  in  trust,  to  be  used  in  carry- 
ing into  execution  our  Constitutional  powers;  and 
for  no  other  purpose.  The  common  defence  and 
general  welfare  are  to  be  provided  for  by  the  exc- 
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cution  of  the  granted  powers.  The  power  to  raise 
money  is  unlimited;  but  the  power  of  appropria- 
tion is  limited ;  and  if  at  any  livc^ff  more  money  is 
raised  than  the  execution  of  your  Constitutional 
powers  requires,  it  must  remain  unexpended  until 
It  is  wanted  to  aid  in  the  execution  of  some  Con- 
stitutional power.  The  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  (Mr.  McDufpie.)  while  he  admits  that 
ihe  words,  "to  provide  for  ihe  common  defence 
and  general  welfare,"  were  intended  as  a  limita- 
tion of  the  power  to  lay  taxes,  contends  that  the 
terms  used  are  so  general  that  there  is  no  limita- 
tion. Be  it  so.  Strike  out  this  intended  limita- 
tion. You  have  then  an  unlimited  power  to  raise 
revenue.  But  the  money  of  the  people  can  only 
be  drawn  from  the  Treasury  by  law,  and  all  laws 
rau^t  be  pursuant  to  the  Constitution.  You  have 
power  to  pass  all  laws  necessary  and  proper  for 
ibe  execution  of  the  granted  powers;  but  an  act 
which  shall  appropriate  money  to  the  execution  of 
a  power  not  granted,  would  be  a  violation  of  the 
Constitution.  It  seems  to  me,  that  a  claim  of 
power  to  raise  money  to  any  amount,  and  to  ex- 
pend it  on  any  object  that  Congress  might  choose 
to  select,  to  which  the  Constitutional  powers  of 
this  Government  do  not  extend,  is  most  unreason- 
able. 

I  admit  that  money  may  be  necessary,  and  law- 
fully expended,  in  many  cases  where  you  assume 
DO  jurisdiction  over  the  territory.  You  may  pro- 
cure ship  timber  for  the  Navy,  but  you  cannot  as- 
sume jurisdiction  over  the  country  where  it  grows, 
and  pass  forest  laws.  Money  may  be  ex|)ended 
for  carrying  the  mail,  without  assuming  jurisdic- 
tion to  make  the  roads  along  which  it  is  to  pass. 
It  is  said  that  we  have  established  a  military 
academy,  built  sea-walls  and  lighthouses,  set  up 
beacons  and  buoys,  and  we  are  required  to  show 
by  what  granted  powers  we  have  made  the  appro- 
priations. You  have  power  to  raise  armies— of- 
ficers are  necessary;  and  this  power  may  justify 
your  appropriations  for  the  military  academy. 
Vou  have  power  to  maintain  a  navy;  to  main- 
Uin,  is  to  preserve;  and  this  power  will  justify 
your  appropriations  for  sea-walls,  lighthouses, 
beacons,  and  buoys.  But  you  have  made  the 
Cumberland  road.  True;  you  did  so  in  perform- 
ing a  lawful  compact.  You  had  power  to  dis- 
pose of  the  territory  of  the  United  States;  this  im- 
plied a  right  to  fix  the  terms.  You  had  power  to 
make  regulations  respecting  the  public  property. 
These  powers  authorized  your  compact,  and  con- 
sequent appropriations.  A  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania (Mr.  Stewart)  said  that  you  had  passed 
penal  laws,  and  made  quarantine  regulations. 
You  have  power  to  legislate;  and  penal  laws  are 
the  necessary  sanction  of  legislation.  (Quarantine 
regulations  are  authorized  by  power  to  regulate 
commerce.  A  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr. 
Storrs)  said  that  by  your  power  to  coin  money, 
you  had  purchased  a  house  in  Philadelphia.  A 
house  was  necessary;  but  you  assume  no  jurisdic- 
tion. You  hold  your  house  under,  and  protected 
by,  the  laws  of  Pennsylvania.  But  if  you  make 
internal  improvements,  you  assume  jurisdiction, 
and  the  domain. 

I8th  Con.  1st  Sees. — 45 


The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Mc- 
Dl'Ffie)  informs  us  that  the  President,  Madison, 
recommended  the  establishment  of  a  national  uni- 
versity.    If  the  gentleman  deems  the  opinion  of 
Mr.  Madison  authority,  why  does  he  not  respect 
his  veto  put  on  a  bill  for  making  internal  im- 
provements?   But  the   recommendation  of  Mr. 
Madison  was  to  establish  a  univerity  in  this  Dis- 
trict, where  you  have  exclusive  jurisdiction.    Yoa 
have  since  actually  established  a  college,  but  with- 
out making  any  appropriation.     If  Mr.  Madisoa 
intended  that  the  university  should  be  endowed, 
he  might  intend  that  it  should   be  done  by  the 
power  to  dispose  of  the  public  lots;  a^  schools  ar« 
provided  for  in  the  Western  country.     The  gentle- 
man speaks  of  the  monuments  erected  to  di«tin- 
guished  men.     Another  gentleman  (Mr.  Stew- 
art) has  spoken  of  pensions.     The  appropriations 
for  both  ol^these  may  be  regarded  as  the  payment 
of  a  debt.     "The  asylums,"  says  Vattel,  "  pre- 
'  pared  for  soldiers  and  reduced  officers,  who  are 
'  grown  old  in  the  service,  or  whom  fatigue  or  the 
'  enemy   have   rendered    incapable   of  providing 
'  subsistence  for  themselves,  may  be  considered  as 
'  a  part  of  the  military  pay.     The  splendid  struc- 
'  lure,  and  the  ample  provision,  made  in  favor  of 
'  invalids,  both  in  France  and  England,  do  honor 
'  to  the  sovereign  and  the  nation,  which  thus  lib- 
'  erally  discharge  a  sacred  debt."     The  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  McDuffie)  spoke  of 
the  appropriation  of  fifteen  millions  for  the  pur- 
chase of  Louisiana.     That  appropriation  was  au- 
thorized by  the  Constitution.     We  have  authority 
to  pass  laws  necessary  to  carry  into  execution  the 
powers  vested  in  any  department  or  officer  of  the 
Government.     The  President,  with  the  advice  of 
the  Senate,  has  power  to  make  treaties;  and  we 
have  power  (I  speak  not  of  obligation)  to  pass 
appropriation  laws  to  carry  them  into  execution. 
1 1  the  gentleman  will  show  a  power  to  make  in- 
ternal improvements,  as  clearly  as  I  have  shown 
the  power  to  appropriate  money  to  carry  a  treaty 
into  effect,   there   will   be  an   end   of  the  con- 
troversy. 

A  powerful  appeal  to  our  sympathies  has  been 
made  by  the  honorable  Speaker,  (Mr.  Clay,)  on 
behalf  of  the  people  of  the  West.  If  this  is  to  be 
a  general  measure,  not  partial  to  any  portion  of 
the  community,  I  see  no  reason  why  a  particular 
appeal  should  be  made  to  us  on  behalf  of  the  West. 
Does  the  gentleman  mean  that  whenever  a  fort 
shall  be  built  in  Boston,  or  elsewhere,  on  the  sea- 
board, that  a  like  sum  must  be  expended  on  roads 
and  canals  in  the  West?  The  gentleman  says 
that  if  we  omit  to  make  internal  improvements, 
he  believes  the  Union  will  be  shaken  to  its  centre. 
But  why  does  the  gentleman  complain  on  behalf 
of  the  West — "  the  poor  West  ?"  What  is  there 
to  afffict  the  intelligent  and  enterprising  people  ot 
the  West?  Have  they  not  the  finest  country  un- 
der Heaven  on  which  to  exercise  their  industry? 
Do  not  the  people  of  Kentucky  possess  ten  thous- 
and square  miles  of  land  superior  to  the  best  one 
thousand  acres  that  ever  was  found  in  Palestine  ? 
They  pay  no  taxes  to  this  Government  except 
what  they  Toluntarily  pay   as  consumers;   and 
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there  has  been  no  limit  to  the  liberality  of  this  cost  us  near  two  millions  of  dollars,  the  interest 
Government  to  the  Western  people.  So  long  as  !  of  which  is  near  one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand 
civilization  remains  in  the  Western  country,  and  I  dollars,  or  near  one  thousand  dollars  per  mile; 
the  titles  to  lands  are  traced  to  this  Government,  thus,  you  lose,  annually,  one  thousand  dollars  per 
an  imperishable  monument  of  its  liberality  will 


remain   in  the  donations  for  the  use  of  schools 


mile,  the  interest  of  your  money,  besides  the  cost 
of  repairs — and  you  save  thirty  dollars  a  mile  in 


Not  less  than  twenty  thousand  square  miles  have  j  the  expense  of  carrying  the  mail!  Such  is  the 
been  allotted  to  this  purpose  in  eight  new  States  economy  recommended  by  the  gentleman, 
and  Territories.  Twelve  millions  eight  hundred  '  I  have  heard  it  said  that  the  lands  set  apart  for 
thousand  acres  of  land,  worth  sixteen  millions  of  i  the  use  of  schools,  were  not  given  bv  the  Govern- 
doUars !  This  is  a  durable  evidence  of  the  kind-  i  ment ;  that  they  were  paid  lor  by  those  who  pur- 
ness  of  this  Government  to  the  people  of  the  West.  1  chased  the  adjacent  lands.  This  I  do  not  admit. 
You  have  made  the  Cumberland   road,  for  the  I  I  much  doubt  whether  the  purchasers  of  the  West 


Western  people  only,  at  an  expense  of  near  two 
millions  of  dollars;  you  have  made  various  other 
roads  in  the  Western  country;  you  have  given 
more  than  seventy  thousand  acres  of  land  to  make 
a  road  in  Ohio,  The  people  of  the  West  have 
only  had  to  ask  and  have;  when  thev  had  embar- 
rassed themselves  by  purchases  oi  lands,  they 
were  released  from  the  contracts  as  far  as  they 
desired,  and  further  time  given  to  pay  what  re- 
mained due.  Why,  then,  do  the  citizens  of  the 
West  complain  ?  The  gentleman  says  that  Ken- 
tucky, Ohio,  and  Tennessee,  are  now  the  chief 
emigrating  States;  it  is  their  citizens  who  pur- 
chase the  lands  of  the  United  States — an  evidence 
of  their  prosperity.  One  million  and  a  half  paid 
annually,  for  Western  lands,  will  not  impoverish 
the  Western  people,  if  they  receive  annually  a 
greater  sum.  By  a  paper  before  me,  it  appears 
that  three  thousand  ninety-one  horses  and  mules, 
forty-four  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
eight  hogs,  and  a  number  of  beef  cattle,  the  whole 
estimated  at  upwards  of  ^700,000,  have  passed  the 
ford  of  Cumberland  river,  from  Kentucky;  and  it 
is  supposed  that  stock,  to  a  like  amount  in  value, 
has  left  the  Stale  by  other  routes.  Here,  then,  is 
the  million  and  a  half  received  by  a  single  State 
for  live  stock  only.  What  must  be  the  amount 
received  by  all  the  Western  States,  when,  to  the 
price  of  their  stock,  is  added  that  of  their  hemp, 
their  tiour,  their  bacon,  and  other  produce?  The 
live  stock  here  enumerated,  has  left  Kentucky  by 
a  road  leading  through  my  district,  on  which  no 
public  moneys  have  been  expended,  but  which 
has  been  made  and  repaired  by  the  labor  of  the 
people. 

Sir,  I  cannot  agree  with  the  honorable  member 
from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Clay.)  that  there  is  any 
danger  that  the  Union  will  be  shaken  by  the  dis- 
content of  the  people  of  the  West,  The  time  has 
been,  when  a  Carondelet,  and  a  Wilkinson,  a  Burr, 
and  a  Blannerhassett,  could  disturb  the  tranquil- 
lity of  the  We=t ;  but  that  time  has  gone  by.  The 
gentleman  (Mr.  C.)  said  that  the  Cumberland 
road  had  not  yet  gone  into  any  Western  Sute. 
It  has  gone  as  far  as  is  necessary  ;  and  yet  it  is  a 


em  lands  would  give  a  shilling  more  for  a  quarter 
section,  in  consequence  of  your  donations  for 
schools.  If  you  were  about  to  sell  a  farm  of  three 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  do  you  think 
that  you  would  improve  the  price  by  previously 
laying  off  ten  acres  of  it,  and  conveying  those  ten 
acres  for  the  use  of  a  school  ?  1  should  expect 
you  to  make  a  proportional  reduction  in  the  price 
of  your  tract  of  land. 

The  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  may  be  im- 
proved, without  assuming  power  to  make  internal 
improvements  within  a  State,  and  thus  encroach- 
ing on  State  jurisdiction.  That  river  is  nowhere 
the  property  of  a  State;  it  forms  a  boundary  to 
States,  except  in  Louisiana ;  and  there  you  have 
reserved  the  navigation.  By  your  power  to  pro- 
vide and  maintain  a  navy,  you  have  only  to  build 
a  gunboat  at  Louisville,  and,  in  your  descent  to 
the  ocean,  clear  the  Mis^iissippi  of  every  snag  and 
sawyer  that  obstructs  the  navigation. 

Roads  and  canals  are  said  to  produce  beneficial 
efl'ects.  Well ;  the  States  have  reserved  the  power 
to  make  them.  Shall  we  not  leave  to  the  States 
the  power  to  do  good,  which  they  have  reserved 
to  themselves?  Shall  we  arrogate  to  ourselves 
all  power  to  do  good  ?  Shall  we  manage  the  ag- 
riculture of  ihe  country,  the  fisheries,  and  the  com- 
merce? The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
talks  of  the  necessity  of  convenient  ways  of  com- 
munication between  the  East  and  West.  They 
are  made  already.  The  IVew  York  canal  has 
opened  the  communications  between  all  the  States 
north  of  the  Ohio  river  and  the  east.  Pennsyl- 
vania has  connected  the  Ohio  and  the  Delaware, 
by  excellent  turnpike  roids.  You  have  made  the 
Cumberland  road ;  and  while  you  are  debating, 
the  Legislature  of  Virginia  have  passed  a  bill  in- 
corporating a  company  to  connect  the  Ohio  with 
the  Chesapeake.  That  State  has  also  nearly  com- 
pleted the  communication  between  the  Ohio  and 
James  river.  So  the  argument  of  the  gentleman, 
in  favor  of  the  ways  of  communication  between 
the  East  and  West,  comes  too  late. 

The  scheme  is  deceptive  While  you  appear  to 
confer  benefits  on  the  States,7ou  do  but  take  their 
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road  for  the  people  of  the  West.     It  has  gone  to  j  money  with  one  hand,  and  give  it  back  to  them 


the  Ohio  river,  the  great  Western  highway,  by 
which  you  may  pass  to  any  of  the  Western  States, 
A  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  told  us  of  a  great 
advantage  arising  to  the  Government  from  the 
Cumberland  road  ;  we  get  the  mail  carried  thirty 
dollars  a  mile  cheaper  than  formerly;  but  this 
road,  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  in  length, 


with  the  other.  I  should  like  to  know  how  much 
I  of  the  appropriation  proposed  by  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Stewart,)  would  come 
to  the  share  of  Illinois  or  Mississippi.  Would  it 
enable  one  of  those  States  to  make  half  a  mile  of 
turnpike  road  annually  ?  I  presume  it  would  not, 
at  the  Cumberland   rates.     You  will  give  New 
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York  a  share,  but  you  will  decide  where  it  shall 
be  expended;  and  you  may  make  a  canal  that, 
instead  of  being  a  benefit,  may  be  an  injury  to  the 
State.  I  find,  in  a  newspaper,  these  remarks  re- 
specting the  proposed  Susquehanna  canal :  "  They 

*  are  all  alive  in  Baltimore,  and  indeed  throuc'h- 

*  out  Maryland,  on  the  subject.  Should  the  &o- 
'  nawago  and  Baltimore  canal  be  completed,  the 
'  interest  of  Philadelphia  will  be  seriously  injured," 
Let  the  States  beware  of  the  consequences  of  the 
power  of  internal  improvement  being  assumed  by 
this  Government — as  improven>ent,  in  one  section 
of  the  country,  may  t;pnd  to  the  injury  of  another. 
Virginia,  blind  to  the  consequences,  has  decided 
hastily  to  expend  her  resources  in  opening  the  Ohio 
and  Chesapeake  canal,  although  it  must  rival  her 
great  central  communication,  and  divert  the  West- 
ern trade  from  her  own  cities.  In  Baltimore, 
they  understand  their  own  interests  better — they 
oppose  the  Potomac  canal,  but  patronize  the  Sus- 
quehannah  canal,  which  will  enrich  Baltimore, 
while  it  injures  Philadelphia. 

Canals  are  not  always  profitable.  A  very  un- 
fair statement  of  the  profits  of  English  canals  has 
been  made,  by  keeping  out  of  view  the  many 
which  are  productive  of  liitle  profit.  It  has  been 
remarked  of  the  English  canals,  that  none  are 
profitable  except  those  on  which  coals  are  car- 
ried. But,  if  canals  are  profitable,  let  the  States, 
who  have  reserved  the  power  to  make  them,  take 
the  profit.  If  they  are  not  profitable,  shall  we, 
while  we  pay  six  per  cent,  for  money,  invest  it  in 
stock  which  may  produce  one-half  of  one  per  cent, 
dividend?  Is  it  a  pleasing  thing  to  impose  taxes 
on  the  people — to  give  their  money  away?  Let 
the  States  manage  this  business.  If  they  shall 
enrich  themselves,  they  will  enrich  the  nation. 

Sir,  this  is  merely  a  question  of  power — a  ques- 
tion who  shall  collect  a  revenue,  and  possess  the 
power  and  patronage  attending  its  expenditure. 
It  will  soon  be  found,  that  ten  millions  annually 
will  be  required;  or  perhaps  20,000  soldiers  may 
be  employed,  in  making  internal  improvements. 
You  must  greatly  increase  the  number  of  your  of- 
ficers, for  the  managf^ment  and  protection  of  your 
roads  and  canals.  You  must  have  new  courts  or 
justices;  and  these  must  be  appointed  for  life, 
and  have  fixed  and  adequate  salaries.  The  ex- 
ercise of  this  power  will  produce  discord.  One 
city  will  ask  you  to  make  a  canal — another  will 
oppose  it ;  and  thus  your  deliberations  will  be  agi- 
tated by  the  contentions  of  opposino;  interests.  It 
is  admitted  that  the  powers  of  this  Government 
are  conferred  for  the  general  good  ;  but  every  road 
or  canal  must  be  of  local  concern.  Even  the 
New  York  canal,  the  greatest  undertaking  of  the 
kind  that  has  been  or  will  be  undertaken,  is  only 
beneficial  to  a  part  of  the  nation,  A  fortification 
at  Boston,  or  New  Orleans,  is  for  the  protection 
of  the  nation.  Our  fleet,  wherever  built,  sails  for 
the  nation  You  call  the  Cumberland  road  a  na- 
tional road,  but,  unless  you  mean  that  it  was  made 
with  the  money  of  the  nation,  it  no  more  deserves 
the  name,  than  the  road  which  leads  through  my 
district  to  the  Western  States,  which  has  been 
made  by  the  laboring  people. 
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If  you  undertake  this  system  of  internal  im- 
provement, your  money  will  be  wasted  by  impro- 
vidence and  extravagance.  Look  to  the  Cumber- 
land road,  which  has  cost  §15,000  per  mile— ^0,- 
000  apiece  for  bridges  that  might  have  been  dis- 
pensed with.  No  money  is  thus  squandered,  ex- 
cept the  money  of  the  United  States.  Do  you 
govern  this  District,  wherein  vou  have  exclusive 
jurisdiction,  so  well,  that  you  ought  to  assume  ju- 
risdiction over  the  interior  police  of  the  States? 
You  have  left  these  people  to  be  governed  by  the 
obsolete  laws  of  Maryland  and  Virginia.  You 
have  given  them  no  system  of  police.  You  will 
not  be  able  to  arrive  at  your  lodgings,  with- 
out being  assailed  by  beggars — and  yet  you  will 
take  upon  you  the  whole  interior  police  of  the 
country. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Mc- 
Ddffie,)  tells  us,  his  State  has  expended  a  mil- 
lion of  dollars  on  internal  improvements,  to  little 
purpose.  That  is  to  be  regretted.  The  money 
might  have  been  better  laid  out,  had  the  proper 
means  been  taken  to  procure  information.  Vir- 
ginia has  succeeded  better.  A  report  of  the  Board 
of  Public  Works,  which  I  have  before  me,  says, 
that,  "Whilst  the  territory  of  the  Commonwealth 
'  abounds  with  objects  of  valuable  internal  im- 
'  provement,  in  every  district,  the  fund  appropri- 
'  ated  for  that  purpose  is  adequate,  upon  the  prin- 
'  ciples  upon  which  it  is  founded,  to  give  effectual 
'  aid  to  such  improvements,  to  the  full  extent  of 
'  the  demand  which  can  probably  be  made  upon 
'  it."  This  shows  what  any  State  may  accom- 
plish. Let  the  States  be  convinced  of  the  ad- 
vantage of  roads  and  canals,  and  they  will  make 
them. 

Sir,  this  Government  rests  on  the  affections  of 
the  people,  and  the  confidence  of  the  State  Legis- 
latures. Whatever  has  a  tendency  to  alienate  that 
affection,  and  diminish  that  confidence,  has  a  tend- 
ency to  weaken  the  Union.  These  States  are  not 
held  together  by  the  sword.  Let  gentlemen  be 
cautious  how  they  assume  a  doubtful,  a  disputed 
power,  lest  they  destroy  the  harmony  between  this 
Governmentand  the  Stales.  The  General  and  State 
Governments  have  been  found  to  be  happily  bal- 
anced. But,  an  immense  increase  of  the  internal 
power  of  the  General  Government  will  derange 
the  balance. 

And,  if  we  had  the  power,  our  situation  is  not 
favorable  to  the  commencement  of  this  system. 
We  have  a  large  debt  to  pay,  a  navy  to  build,  and 
fortifications  to  complete.  A  contest  is  depend- 
ing for  the  rights  of  man  and  the  independence  of 
nations,  into  which  we  may  be  drawn.  Is  this  a 
time  to  engage  in  schemes  which  may  require  ten  or 
fifteen  millions  annually  ?  Is  this  a  time  to  seize 
on  powers,  as  to  which  there  is  an  honest  differ- 
ence of  opinion,  many  believing  that  their  exer- 
cise will  be  acts  of  usurpation  7  No,  sir.  This  is 
a  time  to  draw  strong  and  plain  the  landmarks  of 
the  Constitution,  and  thus  strengthen  mutual  con- 
fidence, I  shall  vote  in  favor  of  the  proposition 
to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause  of  the  bill. 
When  Mr.  Smyth  had  concluded — 
Mr.  Gazlay,  of  Ohio,  addressed  the  Chair  as 
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follows :  The  bill  on  your  table,  said  Mr.  G.,  con- 
templates the  appropriation  of  §30,000,  for  the 
procurement  of  estimates  and  surveys  for  roads 
and  canals.  Against  such  a  bill,  requiring  so 
small  a  sum  for  what  he  conceived  to  be  a  great 
national  object,  he  could  not  have  anticipated  a 
single  voice;  and  much  less  could  he  have  antici- 
pated that,  to  other  objections,  would  be  added 
unconstitutionality  and  danger  to  the  Union.  As 
to  any  danger,  Mr.  G.  said,  he  would  as  soon  have 
expected  it  from  the  common  blessings — rain  and 
sunshine.  He  called  this  a  great  national  object, 
and,  if  it  were  not  such,  and  if  gentlemen  could 
maintain  that  it  is  a  local  and  sectional  one,  he 
was  ready  to  vote  against  it.  Commerce,  agricul- 
ture, and  manufactures,  are  greatly  and  equally 
promoted  by  the  improvement  of  roads  and  canals. 
These  are  the  great  arteries  of  the  nation,  by 
which  its  extremes  approximate  and  its  wealth  is 
every  where  diffused.  They  save  labor  and  equal- 
ize the  markets — they  bring  from  regions  of 
plenty,  in  some  products,  and  pour  into  those  of 
want.  They  are  no  less  distinguishable  in  their 
character  than  in  their  effects,  from  most  national 
works,  inasmuch  as  they  produce  national  wealth, 
while  most  others  impoverish.  All  the  national 
defences  to  which  so  many  millions  are  devoted, 
such  as  ships,  fortifications,  and  the  like,  in  them- 
selves, produce  nothing.  They  impoverish.  They 
are,  to  the  treasure  of  the  nation,  much  what 
luxuries  are  to  that  of  an  individual.  It  is  vastly 
different  with  roads  and  canals.  It  was,  Mr.  G, 
said,  a  new  theory,  that  the  munificent  and  most 
productive  national  works  were  the  most  danger- 
ous and  the  last  to  be  undertaken.  He  believed 
a  great  majority  of  the  people  entertained  opin- 
ions quite  the  opposite  from  this,  and  he  hoped 
they  would  never  yield  them.  Mr.  G.  said  he  had 
hitherto  supposed  that  the  principal  inducement 
for  giving  sovereign  power,  was  the  attainment 
of  great  national  objects,  which  no  individual  ex- 
ertions were  likely  to  attain.  He  understood  that 
It  was  general  interest  and  general  security  which 
formed  the  national  cement.  Take  them  away, 
and  no  civil  union  can  be  long  maintained.  He 
had  supposed  that  every  sovereign  power  was 
bound  to  guard  and  advance  these  great  objects. 
But  gentlemen  in  the  opposite,  Mr.  G.  said,  seemed 
to  think  that  the  Constitution  interposed  to  forbid 
us  the  exercise  of  this  sovereign  power;  and,  to 
prove  this,  they  cite  opinions  given  at  the  time  of 
Its  adoption,  and  since.  It  was  not  public  opin- 
ion, Mr.  G.  supposed,  that  was  intended  ;  for 
this,  he  believed,  was  ever  the  creature  of  circum- 
stance and  occasion,  and, always  a  correct  stand- 
ard. If  Correct  then,  ifis  now  correct;  and  for 
the  same  teason  that  it  was  then  correct.  Public 
opinion,  therefore,  could  be  no  evidence  against 
itself.  It  is  private  opinion  that  is  most  insisted 
on,  and  that  which  is  expressed  in  the  Federalist. 
And,  it  is  said,  that,  inasmuch  as  the  power  to 
make  roads  and  canals  is  nowhere  expressly  al- 
lowed, in  that  boi^,  we  have  no  right  to  exercise 
it.  The  opportunities  and  situation,  as  well  as 
the  talents  and  character  of  the  writers,  are  urged, 
as  givmg  resistless   force  to  their  authority  or 


opinions.  It  must  be  remembered  that  they  were 
but  men,  and,  as  our  history  abundantly  proves, 
writing  at  a  time  of  great  excitement,  no  doubt 
with  the  purest  and  best  of  motives;  but,  yet,  as 
partisans  of  a  favorite  measure — great  in  itself, 
yet  violently  opposed — a  measure,  in  the  adoption 
of  which,  the  authors  of  the  Federalist  felt  an  in- 
terest deep  as  the  fountain  of  life  itself.  It  is  no 
reflection  on  them,  to  say  what  was  natural  and 
proper — that  the  strongest  features  of  power,  in 
the  instrument,  should  "be  lightly  touched  ;  while 
its  weaker  and  less  apprehensive  ones  should  be 
brought  out  in  the  most  engaging  attitudes.  The 
times  forbade  a  fair  and  full  exposition  of  its 
powers,  in  the  same  degree  that  the  instrument  it- 
self forbade  it.  It  is  not  to  be  supposed — it  is  not 
required  of  the  human  mind  to  judge  correctly  on 
any  point,  until  it  be  presented  with  the  facts  and 
circumstances  which  attend  upon  its  practice, 
and  those  which  bt>ar  upon  it  at  the  time  of 
giving  such  judgment.  And  much  less  can  we 
expect  correctness  in  anticipating  political  opin- 
ions, on  principles  of  government  both  new  to  the 
age  and  new  to  the  world.  In  this  field  we  every 
where  meet  some  unexpected  combination  or  oc- 
currence to  mock  our  best  discernment,  and  to 
confute  our  deepest  speculations.  Practice  is  the 
only  safe  ordeal  for  political  constitutions  or  opin- 
ions. Was  it  ever  foreseen  by  the  writers  referred 
to,  that  difficulties  would  attend  the  designation 
of  the  President,  the  provisions  for  which  are  as 
simple  as  any  in  the  instrument?  The  very  cir- 
cumstance that  we  are  this  day  in  ardent  debate 
on  the  meaning  of  the  ordinary  words  in  our  lan- 
guage, used  in  that  instrument,  sets  at  defiance 
all  former  opinion  of  them. 

To  insist,  said  Mr.  G.,  that  reliance  shall  be 
placed  on  former  opinions,  in  the  discussion  of  a 
great  political  question,  is  to  deny  to  politics  what 
is  allowed  to  every  other  affair  of  life.  Where 
will  gentlemen  turn  to  avoid  the  progress  which 
has  accompanied  every  art  and  science  since  the 
adoption  of  this  instrument  ?  Things  as  absurd 
as  a  revolving  world  once  was,  are  every  day  es- 
tablished as  physical  and  moral  truths.  The  ex- 
istence and  continuance  of  our  Government  itself, 
Mr.  G.  said,  was  a  contradiction  of  the  opinions 
and  speculations  of  the  most  enlightened  of  former 
times.  He  was  not  prepared  to  give  up  the  hope, 
that  the  progress  of  (hose  (K)litical  combinations 
on  which  it  is  founded,  would  result  in  great  ben- 
efits to  the  world.  He  could  not  yield  the  right 
to  judge  of  them  as  they  deserved  ;  and  that,  for 
the  reason  that  others  had  judged  before  them. 
Mr.  G.  said,  he  thought  the  safest  rule  was  to  try 
the  Constitution  by  itself,  and  where  it  gave  power, 
not  to  refuse  ihe  exercise  of  it,  from  vain  and  im- 
aginary alarm. 

The  consequences  which  gentlemen  say  will 
grow  out  of  this  measure,  viz.  consolidation  of  the 
general  and  degradation  of  the  Stale  governments, 
Mr.  G.  said,  must  be  proved  to  threaten  us,  before 
he  should  withhold  his  vote  on  their  account — he 
came  to  this  House  fully  sensible  of  the  importance 
of  maintaining  State  sovereignty,  and  as  well  in 
the  general  sentiment  of  this  body,  as  in  the  spir- 
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ited  opposition  of  gentlemen  who  use  the  argument, 
he  was  persuaded  that  the  States  had  an  abundant 
guarantee  of  safety.  So  far  from  apprehending 
danger  from  measures  of  internal  improvement,  he 
should  advocate  them  with  a  firm  conviction,  that 
they  would  strengthen  and  support  all  the  separate 
parts  of  the  Union  as  separate  parts,  in  the  same 
and  perhaps  in  a  greater  degree  than  they  would 
cement  and  strengthen  the  whole.  Mr.  G.  said, 
he  thought  this  too  plain  to  require  an  argument 
as  to  accumulation  of  nower  in  the  arm  of  the 
General  Government,  which  is  foretold  as  a  part 
of  the  argument  to  show  the  loss  of  it  by  the 
States.  Mr.  G.  said  he  had  never  understood  that 
the  power  acquired  by  conferring  benefits  on  the 
nation  was  ever  dangerous,  on  account  of  its  in- 
crease, or  bv  the  frequency  of  ks  exercise  ;  he  al- 
ways had  believed  that  the  reverse  of  this  was 
true :  and  that  ours  must  be  the  most  singular  of 
all  Governments,  if  its  war  and  taxing  power 
were  harmless,  while  the  munificent  and  beneficial 
ones  which  it  could  exercise  were  dangerous, 

Mr.  G.  said,  he  should  not  contend  that  the  right 
to  make  roads  and  canals,  is  inferred  or  got  by 
implication  ;  but,  that  it  is  expressly  given  :  if  it 
were  not  expressly  given  it  ought  not  to  be  exer- 
cised ;  he  could  not  suppose  that  in  reading  our 
language,  whether  in  the  shape  of  a  constitution, 
a  deed,  or  other  instrument,  we  had  any  other  than 
the  ordinary  rules  of  construction,  well  known  to 
its  framers,  as  well  as  to  most  others  ;  and  the 
rule  he  understood  to  be  that,  to  find  their  meaning, 
words  must  be  taken  in  their  ordinary  acceptation  ; 
and  if  they  then  give  power  or  allow  a  thing  to 
be  done,  it  may  be.  done,  unless  there  are  other 
words  which  limit  or  restrain  such  common  ac- 
ceptation, or  show  how  they  are  to  be  understood 
differently  ;  take  a  familiar  example^  almost  every 
statute  or  act  of  our  numerous  legislative  bodies 
contains  some  grant  of  general  power,  or  right  to 
do  some  particular  thing,  which  is  generally  fol- 
lowed with  the  proviso  or  negative  restraining  the 
extent,  to  which  such  power  or  right  might  be 
carried.  The  same  may  be  said  of  almost  every 
contract  or  writing  executed  daily  in  the  common 
affairs  of  life ;  by  this  common  rule,  Mr.  G.  said 
he  would  attempt  to  try  some  of  the  provisions  of 
the  Constitution. 

The  preamble  is  an  important  part  of  the  instru- 
ment;  It  contains  a  recognition  of  all  the  legiti- 
imateobjectsof  Government,  as  the  basis  on  which 
ours  was  established  ;  to  form  a  more  perfect 
union,  to  establish  justice,  insure  domestic  tran- 
quillity, provide  for  the  common  defence,  promote 
the  general  welfare,  dec,  as  far  as  language  can 
embrace  the  powers  and  objects  of  Government; 
they  could  not  be  more  ample  than  in  this  short 
preamble.  That  this  preamble  was  not  inserted 
out  of  mere  idleness,  he  found  sufficient  evidence 
in  the  details  of  the  instrument  in  which  the  same 
words  were  employed  :  example,  eighth  section  of 
the  first  article  treating  of  the  powers  of  Congress, 
it  declares  the  taxing  and  debt  paying  power  ;  and 
then,  that  to  provide  for  the  common  defence  and 
general  welfare,  in  the  very  words  of  the  preamble; 
if  these  words  mean  any  thing  less  than  they  ex- 


press, viz  :  to  provide  for  the  common  defence  and 
general  welfare,  Mr.  G.  said  he  wished  to  know 
what  they  did  mean — he  would  not  attempt  to 
answer  the  verbal  criticism  of  gentlemen,  used 
respecting  them,  but  would  submit  to  the  common 
sense  of  every  reader  of  the  language.  He  con- 
ceived, that,  if  they  had  any  meaning,  it  is,  that 
Congress  may  provide  for  the  common  welfare, 
in  relation  to  every  subject,  matter,  or  thing,  with 
which  they  are  intrusted,  and  in  which  they  are 
not  restrained  by  some  other  provision  in  the 
Constitution,  and  if  they  are  restrained  in  the 
mode  or  manner  as  to  any  particular  in  part,  then 
to  all  relating  to  the  same  in  which  they  are  not 
restrained.  Now,  the  principal  objects  with  which 
Congress  are  intrusted,  are  those  of  war,  com- 
merce, and  revenue ;  all  that  is  needful  to  promote 
those  great  objects,  or  required,  as  a  provision  for 
the  welfare  of  them,  the  Congress  may  do ;  and 
where  is  the  danger  ?  What  are  the  evils  to  re- 
sult from  this  power?  Those  certainly,  and  no 
others,  which  may  flow  and  result  from  the  sov- 
ereign power  of  any  Government ;  and  if  danger 
were  a  good  argument  in  this,  it  is  good  against 
forming  any  Government  or  giving  any  power, 
and  the  only  difference  between  the  characters  of 
the  same  powers  given  to  ours,  or  to  a  king,  or 
emperor,  is  in  the  organ  who  executes  or  carries 
into  effect.  Ours  is  perfectly  safe,  because  it  is 
executed  by  the  immediate  servants  of  the  people, 
recalled  at  pleasure,  to  return  to  private  life,  and 
to  sustain  the  weight  of  their  own  bad  measures, 
if  they  adopt  any.  The  other  is  executed  without 
responsibility  or  control.  Ours  may  be  said  to  be 
the  act  of  the  people  themselves  in  relation  to 
themselves ;  the  other,  the  acts  of  a  superior  in 
power  in  relation  to  the  maintenance  of  that 
power.  The  one  is  perfectly  safe,  while  the  other 
may  be  highly  oppressive.  It  is  true,  said  Mr.  G., 
that  the  exercise  of  this  power  involves  a  great 
degree  of  discretion,  and  so  do  all  and  every  power 
^iven  either  to  Congress  or  any  other  department 
involve  the  same  degree.  It  is  the  misfortune,  if 
misfortune  it  may  be  called,  of  our  nature  and  the 
subject,  which  compel  us,  after  all,  to  submit 
almost  every  thing  to  discretion. 

The  next  inquiry  is,  said  Mr.  G.,  whether  roads 
and  canals  can,  on  any  view  of  the  power,  be  con- 
sidered as  necessary  to  the  common  welfare  or 
general  safety  in  relation  to  the  objects  enumerated ; 
and,  if  they  are.  Congress,  for  aught  he  could  see, 
have  the  same  power  to  construct  them  that  they 
have  to  meet  in  the  Capitol. 

Why  is  a  road  or  a  canal  necessary  to  the  wel- 
fare of  war,  commerce,  or  revenue?  Instead  of 
answering  a  question  which  must  be  plain  to  every 
capacity,  it  may  be  asked  why  are  they  not  just 
as  much  so  as  a  ship,  a  fort,  a  lighthouse,  or  a  na- 
tional dock,  a  gun,  or  an  armory  ?  And,  as  there 
is  no  express  power  given  to  build  or  make  these, 
why  are  so  many  millions  appropriated  for  them? 
It  may  be  answered  that  the  general  power  of  war 
and  commerce  include  necessarily  the  power  to 
do  all  and  every  act  or  thing,  to  provide  for  their 
welfare ;  and  this  is  the  true  answer.  And,  can 
it  be  true,  that  a  lighthouse  is  necessary  for  war 
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and  commerce,  a  fort  or  dock  is  necessary  for  the 
same,  and  that  a  road  or  caoal  is  not — in  other 
words,  that  war  and  commerce  relate  to  the  sea 
only?  Here  Congress  have  omnipotent  power. 
They  may  appropriate  millions  of  treasure,  and  en- 
rich the  sea  and  the  seaboard,  and  its  inhabitants; 
but  to  the  land,  the  interior,  and  to  its  inhabitants, 
they  can  give  nothing;  they  have  no  power.  Can 
such  an  argument  be  maintained  for  a  single  mo- 
ment ?  Tne  Constitution  says,  "  provide  a  navy," 
not  build  a  navy.  It  does  not  say  any  thing  of 
either  providing  or  building  docks,  forts,  or  armo- 
ries. It  is  true,  the  power  to  build  these  may  pos- 
sibly be  inferred  from  the  clause  giving  jurisdic- 
tion over  them,  in  certain  cases.  But  then  this  is 
an  inferred  power  only,  and  gentlemen  are  opposed 
to  all  inferred  power ;  and,  Mr.  G.  said,  he  was 
equally  opposed  to  it.  The  next  clause  in  the 
Constitution  which  bore  direct  relation  to  the 
clause  already  insisted  on,  is  that  which  gives  to 
Congress  the  power  to  make  all  laws  necessary 
and  proper  for  carrying  into  execution  the  other 
powers,  &c.  This,  if  there  could  be  a  doubt  as  to 
what  it  was  intended  Congress  might  do,  must 
effectually  remove  it.  There  is  no  less  than  three 
different  places  in  the  instrument  where  these  gen- 
eral powers  to  accomplish  the  objects  of  the  Gov- 
ernment are  expressly  recognised  and  given.  Mr. 
G.  said,  both  as  to  expression  and  intention,  he 
felt  fully  authorized  to  assert  the  power  contem- 
plated in  the  bill.  But,  it  is  not  from  these  gen- 
eral provisions  alone,  Mr.  G.  said,  that  he  drew 
the  power  to  make  roads  and  canals,  but  from  others 
less  general.  The  words  "  to  establish  post  offices 
and  post  roads,"  and  to  "  regulate  commerce,"  Mr. 
G.  said,  were  to  his  mind  a  conclusive  gift  of  the 
purposes  of  the  bill ;  and,  on  these  clauses,  gentle- 
men in  the  opposition  had  indulged  in  a  verbal  crit- 
cism,  the  extent  of  which  he  did  not  feel  himself 
at  liberty  to  follow.  It  was  contended  that  "es- 
tablish" means  to  point  out  and  designate  only; 
and  that  "  regulate  commerce"  implies  foreign 
commerce  only,  or  exterior  commerce.  The  great- 
est difficulty,  Mr.  G.  said,  into  which  gentlemen 
had  fallen,  was,  that  they  appropriated  a  meaning 
to  the  words  which  was  never  before  given  to 
them  ;  and  he  was  not  sensible  of  any  greater  evil 
that  could  befall  the  Constitution  than  to  subject 
it  to  the  rule  of  construction  contended  for.  One 
gentleman  gives  this  meaning,  and  another  that 
meaning,  to  a  word,  each  to  suit  his  own  views 
besure;  but  what  becomes  of  the  instrument? 
Why,  it  must  remain  without  meaning.  And  this 
will  happen  to  almost  every  clause  of  it ;  for  every 
important  word  has  several  distinct  meanings. 
Take  that  to  "establish;"  it  has  four  meanings, 
one  of  which  is  to  build.  Now,  which  shall  be 
adopted  as  the  Constitutional  meaning?  Who  is 
to  decide  this  important  desideratum,  which,  Mr. 
G.said,  he  wasquite  sure  the  makers  never  dreamed 
of?  Mr.  G.  said  he  supposed  that  there  was  a 
safe,  plain  rule,  and  that  was  to  give  to  every 
word  all  its  meanings,  which  would  not  do  vio- 
lence to  the  context  of  this  instrument.  He  could 
see  no  other  rule;  and,  with  this  rule,  the  Con- 
gress have  the  power  already  contended  for  by  the 


supporters  of  this  bill.  But,  gentlempn  say,  if  the 
framersof  the  Constitution  intended  that  Congress 
shotild  have  the  power,  they  would  have  inserted 
the  very  word  "make;"  and,  not  having  done 
so,  is  evidence  that  the  power  was  not  intended 
to  be  given.  This,  Mr.  G.  said,  was  nothing  more 
than  a  dispute  about  the  choice  of  words. 

But,  if  it  were  a  good  objection  to  one  clause 
of  the  instrument,  it  must  be  good  against  all 
where  the  favorite  words  are  not  used.  Let  us 
see  how  this  will  end,  by  citing  a  few  passages ; 
"Each  house  may  determine  the  rules  of  its  pro- 
ceedings." This  is  a  very  important  power,  and 
the  word  determine,  in  its  strict  sense,  contemplates 
something  in  existence,  on  which  to  determine. 
Yet  no  one  doubts  that  it  gives  the  power  to 
"  make,"  although  the  word  '  make'  is  not  used. 
Again  :  the  clause  to  provide  for  the  punishment 
of  counterfeiting,  dec,  does  not  say  to  make  laws, 
or  appropriate  money,  yet  both  are  constantly 
done.  To  provide  a  navy  is  not  saying  to  build 
or  make  a  navy.  To  provide  for  calling  forth  the 
militia  does  not  say  to  make  laws  for  calling 
them.  The  words  to  regulate  commerce  or  declare 
war,  do  not  necesarily  mean  to  build  lighthouses, 
purchase  territory,  grant  pensions,  appropriate 
millions  to  foreign  embassies,  and  other  objects  of 
the  like,  which  no  one  word  in  the  Constitution 
was  ever  pretended  to  mean.  And  yet  these  things 
are  every  day  done,  and  most  of  them  very  prop- 
erly done.  If  the  gentlemen  want  strictness  in 
the  sense  for  which  they  contend,  let  them  in  good 
earnest  apply  it  to  every  part  of  the  instrument ; 
and  this  House  must  repeal  more  than  one  half  of 
the  laws  m  our  statute  book.  All  the  post  office 
laws,  all  the  pension  laws,  afl  the  lighthouse  laws, 
and  all  appropriations  for  post  roads,  and  many 
others.  The  remainder  unrepealed  would  be  small, 
and  Cong;ress,  in  future,  would  not  find  any  very 
serious  difficulty  with  the  internal  concerns  of  the 
Union;  they  would  be  left  mostly  to  themselves. 
It  would  be  the  sea,  and  foreign  matters  princi- 
pally, with  which  they  would  be  engaged  ;  a  little 
war  occasionally,  and,  when  it  came,  we  could 
neither  march  or  tran.sport  an  army,  or  the  muni- 
lions  of  war,  to  a  given  point,  until  the  evil  was 
committed,  and  the  danger  past.  This  may  be  a 
very  strict  construction  ;  but  he  believed  it  was 
not  such  as  would  maintain  either  the  interest  or 
safety  of  the  Union. 

Again,  Mr.  G.  ^aid,  gentlemen  contend  that  the 
enumeration  of  particular  powers,  after  general 
ones,  operated  as  an  exclusion  of  all  general  ones, 
and  that,  too,  by  the  force  of  such  enumeration, 
barely.  Gentlemen,  Mr.  G.  said,  would  gain  no- 
thing for  their  argument,  if  this  proposition  were 
admitted,  for  the  same  difficulty  would  yet  remain, 
namely,  to  fix  the  construction  of  the  diiVerent 
enumerations,  of  which  some  are  particular  and 
general,  and  some  general  in  themselves.  But, 
Mr.  G.  said,  he  denied  any  such  rule.  The  gen- 
tlemen say,  that  a  particular  enumeration  of  pow- 
ers, by  force  of  its  |)articular  character,  barely  su- 
persedes all  foregoing  general  powers  which  may 
include  such  particulars.  The  rule  which  he  un- 
derstood to  be  the  sensible  one,  was,  that  the  neg- 
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ative  enumerations  excluded  or  superseded  general 
powers  or  rights,  which  would  have  passed,  were 
It  not  for  such  negatives,  but  not  by  force,  barely, 
of    their   particular    enumerative  character,    but 
by  that  oi    their  negative  character.     And  ano- 
ther rule  is,  that,  when  things  to  be  excluded  from 
general  powers  are  expressly  named  as  excluded, 
they  operate  as  an  admission  of  all  others  not  so 
named   by  negative  words.     Now,  if  the  argu- 
ments of  gentlemen  were  true,  all  the  negative 
words  in  the  Constitution  are  useless,  and  with- 
out meaning;  because,  if  the  bare  enumeration  of 
powers,  not  so  general  as  other  powers,  by  force  of 
their  bare  enumeration,  were  to  exclude  all  such 
general  powers,  then  the  negative  words  can  have 
no  effect;  or,  U   they  have  any  effect,  then,  inas- 
much as  they  are  particular  enumerations,  they 
exclude,  as  well  without  the  negative  words  as 
with  them.     If  this  be  true  at  all,  it  must  be  true 
in  all  cases,  and  then  every  and  the  smallest  enu- 
meration of  any  particular  power  would  exclude 
all  general  power;  and,  as  the  Constitution  pro- 
fesses to  deal  in  general  powers,  some  of  which 
are  more  and  some  less  general,  and  to  rely  for 
their  exclusion  in  any  particular  case,  on  negative 
words,  the  consequence  would  be,  that  a  smaller 
gift  of^  power,  by  reason  of  its  smallness,  would 
exclude  a  general  greater  power.     This,  Mr.  G. 
said,  it  appeared  to  him  was  neither  sensible,  true, 
nor  safe.     If  the  rule  of  gentlemen  could  obtain, 
the  enumeration  and  negative  would  mean  the 
same,  and   the  reason  why  negative   provisions 
were  ever  construed  to  imply  powers  not  negatived, 
is  because  they  can   be  fairly  deduced  from  the 
general  provisions,  and  without  the  limitation  of 
negative  words,  would  have  no  restriction — it  fol- 
lows, then,  that  general  powers,  given  in  general 
words,  may  be  exercised,  unless  where  restrained 
or  limited  by  negative  words.     "  To  provide  for 
the  common   defence  and    general  welfare,"   to 
make  all  laws  which  may  be  necessary  and  prop- 
er, are  powers  as  large  and  general  as  words  could 
make  them.   And  how  are  they  restrained  ?  Why, 
by  negative  words  or  provisions  in  the   instru- 
ment, in  a  great  number  of   instances,  among 
which  are  those  relating  to  rights  of  persons,  prop- 
erty, and  States,  viz  :   Private  property  shall  not 
be  taken  without  just  compensation,  no  bill  o(  &{- 
miadet J  or  ex  post  factolAw,  iihail  be  passed  ;  the  ju- 
dicial power  of  the  United  Slates  shall  not  extend 
to  any  suit  against  a  State.     These,  with  many 
other  negative  provisions  of  the  instrument,  re- 
strain, not  only  the  power  of  Congress,  but  that 
of  other  departments ;  and,  most  generally,  from 
doing  acts  in  themselves  odious,  or  which  would 
lead  to  oppression.    It  Congress  should  pass  a  law 
to  sue  a  State,  this  law  would  be  a  dead  letter. 
And  why  ?     Is  it   because  the  right  to  do  so  is 
taken  away  by  a  particular  enumeration  of  [kjw- 
ers  ?    No.     It  is  by  virtue  of  an  express  negative 
given  to  such  right. 

Mr.  G.  said,  he  should  not  pretend  to  answer 
all  the  objections  urged  by  the  opposition.  His 
principal  view  was  to  persuade  himself  that  the 
Government,  among  all  its  strong  and  hard  pow- 
ers, might  safely  and  constuutionally  include  some 


of  the  munificent  and  good  ones.  He  hoped  we 
were  not  forbidden  to  confer  some  blessings,  some 
solid  and  lasting  evidences,  that  the  general  hap- 
piness and  prosperity  is  not  entirely  left  out  of  a  sys- 
tem which  11  is  said  more  than  any  other  was  de- 
signed to  promote  both.  He  was  not  now  prepared 
to  defend  any  power  which,  in  its  tendency,  should 
endanger  either  personal  or  Stale  security  ;  and  it 
would  be  in  time  to  oppose  the  exercise  of  such 
an  one,  when  an  opportunity  was  offered  for  it. 
That  now  contended  for  was,  in  his  humble  opin- 
ion, of  an  entirely  opposite  character.  He  should, 
therefore,  support  it,  as  the  first  direct  step  towards 
a  system  which  was  inseparably  connected  with 
the  wealth  and  happiness  of  the  Union. 

The  situation  of  the  West,  Mr.  G.  said,  had 
been  often  referred  to  in  the  course  of  the  debate, 
and,  not  unfrequently,  for  objects  which  ought 
not,  iu  his  opinion,  to  enter  into  this  or  any  other 
debate  on  this  floor.  He  should  consider  the  West 
as  an  integral  portion  of  the  Union,  as  inseparable 
from  it,  and  indispensable  to  it — not  as  the  West 
on  account  of  itself,  but  as  giving  its  due  share  of 
power  and  importance  to  a  great  Union,  which 
would  be  less  without,  and,  of  course,  greater  with 
it — a  portion  of  the  Union  now  an  extreme,  but 
which  was  shortly  to  form  the  great  centre. 

This  portion  of  country,  Mr.  G.  said,  was  wa- 
tered by  some  of  the  largest  rivers  in  the  known 
world,  embracing  an  exient(jrariety,  and  fertility 
of  soil,  not  any  where  surpassed  ;  with  a  5^imate 
happily  adapted  to  the  pursuits  of  husbandry  or 
manufactures;  it  is  rapidly  peopling,  and,  with- 
out including  any  of  its  Southern  provinces,  pro- 
duces for  exportation,  annually,  more  than  three 
millions  of  dollars  value,  in  products.     Its  rivers, 
which  form  the  channels  of  transportation,  unite 
their  waters  with  the  ocean  at  one  place  only,  and 
that  at  a  distance  from  the  Atlantic  cities,  almost 
equal  to  a  voyage  to  Europe,  and  more  than  equal 
to  one  to  many  of  her  provinces.     Instead  of  riv- 
ers which  flow  East,  to  facilitate  an  intercourse, 
the  mountain  interposes  its  barrier;  all  these  give 
indications  of  the  design  of  distinct  and  separate 
empire.     Rivers  which  are  the  principal  channels 
of  transportation,  swell  periodically,  and  are  then 
most  favorable  to  the  object.     This  crowds  upon 
their  waters  all  the  products  at  once;  they  all 
have  but  one  direction,  and  simultaneously  meet 
at  the  same  market;  this  is  situated  at  an  un- 
healthy point,  in  a  low  latitude,  fatal  not  only  to 
the  products,  but  to  the  lives  of  those  engaged  in 
their  transportation.     These  circumstances,   un- 
healthy climate,  its  tendency  to  destroy  the  pro- 
duct, the  quantity  necessarily  thrown  in  at  one 
period,  all  tend  to  render  it  the  most  improper  and 
unfit  and  dangerous  market  in  the  world,  to  say 
nothing  of  the  immense  loss  of  property  which 
occurs  annually  ;  that  of  human  life,  is  an  alarm- 
ing evil  to  the  West;  there  is  scarcely  a  district 
or  neighborhood  which  does  not  contain  the  wid- 
ows and  orphans  of  those  who  have  fallen  victims 
to  the  necessity  of  seeking  this  market,  and  this 
the  only  dangerous  one  in  the  Union.     The  busi- 
ness of  transportation  in  the  West,  is  necessarily 
in  a  great  measure  confined  to  the  farmers;  the 
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price  is  too  low  to  warrant  the  employment  of 
many  agents  in  the  transportation.     The  growers 
are  obliged  to  construct  cheap  vehicles,  and  go  in 
person  to  effect  a  sale.     During  the  pt  riod  of  the 
European  wars,  the  price  was  such  as  afforded  a 
rich  inducement  for  the  enterpri.se;  now  it  is  fre- 
quently less  than   the  expense  of  transf»ortation. 
And   yet  the  citizen,  incited   by  that  enterprise 
which  is  so  much  the  character  of  an  American, 
whom  no   difficulties   can   discourage,  over  bad 
roads  and  dangerous  rivers,  from  the  bosom  of  a 
wilderness,  still  seeks  a   market,  distant  almost 
as  Europe — not  from  choice,  but  necessity.     But 
while  he  is  compelled  to  seek  it,  it  must  not  be  1 
forgotten  that  his  enterprise  and   industry  must  i 
constantly  languish.    Another  circumstance,  more  j 
applicable  to  this  portion  of  the  Union  than  to  j 
most  others,  was  the  fall  of  its  banking  institu-  i 
tions,  an  almost  total  drain  of  its  sptcie;  while  i 
the  East  preserves  a  considerable  abundance.  And  ' 
will  any  one  pretend  that  the  West  is  less  indus- 
trious and  economical  than  the  East  ? 

These,  Mr.  G.  said,  were  not,  to  his  mind,  local 
evils,  and  local  and  sectional  complaints,     Thev 
were  all  national  objects  of  the  tirst  magnitude, 
and  those  which  grew  out  of  national  and  general 
circumstances.     What  is  the  remedy  for  them  ? 
A   union  of  the  waters  of  the  Susquehanna  and 
Ohio,  or  of  the  Lakes  and  Ohio,  removes  all  these 
evils;  it  prostrates  the  mountain  barrier;  it  con- 
verts an  unsafe  and  unhealthy  and  deadly  market 
to  a  safe  and  enriching  one  ;  it  raises  enterprise; 
it  diffuses  industry  and  wealth,  not  locally,  not 
to  the  West  alone,  but  to  the  whole  nation — to 
Georgia  and  Maine,  as  well  as  to  the  banks  of 
Missouri,  and  in  equal   proportion.     It  must  be 
known  that  the  net  products  of  the  West  sell  for 
but  little  more  than  one-half  of  the  price  of  the 
same  products  in  the  East ;  at  the  same  time  the 
citizen  of  the  West  pays  a  heavy  per  cent,  higher 
for  all  imported  articles,  than  is  paid  by  those  of 
the  East.     This  operates  as  a  twofold  drawback 
on  Western  capital  and  industry  ;  and  are  these  : 
not  all  national  objects  ?    Is  it  not  at  all  times  a  I 
national  object  to  save  the  useless  waste  of  mil-  ' 
lions,  which  can  always   be  appropriated  to  pro-  i 
mote  useful  industry  ?     Must  we   not,  said   Mr.  i 
G.,  equalize  our  markets,  by  cheapening  and  fa- 
cilitating transportation,  belore  we  can  undersell 
Europe  in  manufactures  ?     And  can  it  be  denied 
that  roads  and  canals  are  the  true  and  sure  foun- 
dation of  manufactures?     If  internal  improve- 
ments are  useful  lo  agriculture,  commerce,  and 
manufactures,  the  fact  of  their  being  national  ob- 
jects is  established  ;  and  then  the  argument,  that 
they  belong  more  properly  to  individual  than  to 
national  enterprise,  fails  to  the  ground ;  for  it  is 
equally  good  against  every  national  undertaking. 
The  cost  of  a  system  of  internal  improvement  is 
also  urged  as  an  objection.     It  is  said  that  we  owe 
a  national  debt,  and  that  this  must  be  paid,  and  a 
surplus  revenue  accumulated  before  we  commence 
the  system.     Mr.  G.  said  he  wished  that  this  very 
honest  precaution  had  been  thought  of  heretofore, 
when  so  many  millions  have  been  spent  in  use- 
less objects,  which  he  would  not  now  name ;  and 


as  for  accumulation  of  revenue,  that  was  not  a 
law  of  the  times ;  it  had  no  place  in  our  policy ; 
and  if  internal  improvements  were  not  to  be  cora- 
iiienced  until  a  surplus  revenue   was  saved    he 
;  feared  it  would  be  a  long  period  before  their  biess- 
I  ings  would  be  felt ;  that  he  was  anxious  to  see  the 
debt  paid  and  the  revenue  saved,  and  to  attain  the 
object,  he  should  select  a  system  of  internal  im- 
provement.    If  this  would  not  enable  us  to  raise 
I  a  revenue,  he   believed  we  should   long  remain 
poor  ;  for  he  saw  no  other  means  which  had   not 
;  been  tried.     To  this  object  he  should,  therefore. 
.  look  with  confidence.     To  this  he  was  ready  to 
!  devote  a  few  millions,  which,  otherwise,  would  be 
j  lost.     He  was  convinced  that  the  interest,  as  well 
i  as  the  will  of  the  nation,  imperiously  called  for  it, 
j  and   that  it  should  not  be  delayed  a  single  mo- 
I  ment. 

[      When  Mr.  Gazlay  had  taken  his  seat 

Mr.  Neale,  of  Maryland,  said,  he  would  not 
trespass  long  upon  the  patience  of  the  Committee, 
which  he  had  no  doubt  was  an  acceptable  pled^re 
at  this  late  period  of  the  discussion.   But  he  would 
take  the  liberty  to  present,  bru-fly,  some  of  the  con- 
clusions  to  which   his    mind    iiad   been    brought 
(upon  the  Constitutional  question)  in   the  exami- 
nation which  he  had  been  able  to  give  the  subject, 
and  to  notice  some  of  the  arguments  urged  against 
the  power  of  Congress  to  pass  the  bill  under  con- 
sideration.    This  Government,  Mr.  N.  said,  was  a 
government  of  delegated  powers — a  limited  gov- 
ernment— but  the  limitation  existed  in  relatio^n  to 
the  number  and  character  of  the  powers  delegated 
to  Congress  by  the  Constitution,  and  not  to  the 
full  and  complete  exercise  of  such  as  are  delegated ; 
to  these  he  knew  of  no  other  limitation  or  check,' 
but  such  as  grew  out  of  an  exercise  of  a  sound 
discretion  in  the  public  functionaries;  and,  for  a 
proper  and  judicious  exercise  of  such  discretion, 
the  conscience  of  each  member,  and  the  represen- 
tative principle  of  our  Government,  furnish  the 
only  checks.     In  taking  a  view  of  the  terms  used 
in  the  Constitution,  in  the  several  grants  of  power 
to  Congress,  he  did  not  believe  more  appropriate 
language  could  have  been  used  to  convey  perfect 
and  complete  power  to  Congress  over  the  several 
subjects  mentioned.     The  terms  used  in  the  seve- 
ral grants  of  power  taken  in  relation  to  the  sub- 
jects specified,  may  be  considered  as  convertible 
terms,  and  were  intended  to  give  to  Congress  full 
power  over  the  several  subjects  mentioned,  and 
over  the  necessary  and  proper  means  to  carry  such 
power  into  execution,  to  effectuate  beneficial  pur- 
poses.    Mr.  N.  said,  he  would   not  disclaim  any 
of  the  specified   powers   in   the  Constitution,   to 
which  the  advocates  of  the  bill  had  resorted,  to 
show  that  the  great  objects  looked  to  by  the  bill 
under  discussion,  were  legitimate  means  to  carry 
into  execution  such  power,  but  he  would  deny  the 
soundness  of  the  argument  drawn  from  the  cir- 
cumstance, that,  as  the  friends  of  the  bill  selected 
different  specified  powers  in  the  Constitution,  to 
show  that  Congress  had  power  to  pass  the  bill, 
that  the  power,  therefore,  did  not  exist.     Sir,  said 
Mr.  N.,  is  it  not  obvious,  and  does  it  not  frequently 
happen,  that  similar  legislative  acts  are  means  ne- 
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cessary  and  proper  to  carry  into  execution  various 
grants  of  power  in  the  Constitution,  and  that  the 
power  of  Congress  to  pass  such  acts  may  be  fairly 
deducible  from  more  than  one  of  the  specified 
powers  contained  in  the  Constitution  ;  that,  there- 
fore. Congress  has  no  power  to  pass  such  acts  ? 
In  other  words,  it  is  saying  that,  because  the  power 
to  act  is  given  to  Congress  in  more  than  one  clause 
of  the  Constitution,  therefore  Congress  has  no 
right  to  act  at  all.  Certainly  such  an  argument 
is  entitled  to  no  weight. 

In  reference  to  that  grant  of  power  in  the  Con- 
stitution which  says,  "Congress  shall  have  power 
to  establish  post  offices  and  post  roads,"  Mr.  N. 
said  he  had  heard  much  criticism  and  refinement 
in  argument,  which  he  could  not  believe  a  good 
rule  to  adopt  in  construing  the  Constitution ;  but 
let  us,  for  a  moment,  look  to  what  results  this 
mode  of  reasoning  will  bring  us.  It  is  contended 
by  some  gentlemen  who  resist  the  passage  of  this 
bill,  upon  the  ground  that  it  would  violate  State 
rights,  that  the  power  to  "establish  post  roads," 
means  nothing  more  trian  to  designate  the  road  on 
which  the  mail  is  to  be  carried,  or  to  impart  a 
legal  character  to  such  road,  which  ^ives  the  Uni- 
ted States  the  right  of  way  over  it,  conceding, 
however,  that  the  State  through  which  such  road 
may  pas.s,  would  have  no  right  to  obstruct  or  de- 
stroy it,  by  which  the  right  of  way  would  be  ren- 
dered useless;  but  that  it  would  be  a  violation  of 
State  rights  for  Congress  to  make  a  road  through 
any  State. 

Mr.  N.  said,  it  appeared  to  him  that  gentlemen 
gained  nothing  in  favor  of  State  rights  by  this 
distinction ;  for  the  States  have  as  much  right  to 
obstruct  or  destroy  a  road  within  their  jurisdiction 
as  to  make  one;  and  by  this  designation,  or  legal 
character  imparted  to  the  road,  the  State  through 
which  it  may  pass  is  prohibited  from  obstructing 
or  destroying  such  road,  which  is  a?  much  an  en- 
croachment upon  her  sovereign  rights,  as  to  make 
such  roads;  and,  if  it  is  contended  that  the  States 
have  a  right  to  obstruct  or  destroy  such  road,  then 
the  powers  of  Congress  are  limited,  indeed,  and 
the  clause  of  the  Constitution  just  referred  to  ought 
to  read — Congress  shall  have  power  to  establish 
post  offices  and  post  roads,  provided  the  State, 
through  which  such  road  may  ]>ass,  will  consent 
thereto. 

These,  said  Mr.  N.,  are  some  of  the  conclusions 
to  which  such  refinement  in  argument  will  lead 
us.  and  which  he  thought  pretty  conclusive  of  its 
fallacy.  But,  said  Mr.  N.,  that  grant  of  power  in 
the  Constitution,  which  appeared  to  him  most 
conclusive  in  favor  of  the  right  of  Congress  to 
pass  the  bill  under  consideration,  and  to  proceed 
in  the  great  work  of  internal  improvement,  which 
it  IS  intended  as  a  preparation  for,  is  that  which 
say?,  "  Congress  shall  have  power  to  regulate 
commerce  with  foreign  nations,  and  among  the 
several  States,  and  with  the  Indian  tribes;"  and 
here,  for  the  purpose  of  presenting  the  view  which 
he  had  taken  upon  this  grant  of  power  in  as  con- 
cise and  brief  a  manner  as  possible,  Mr.  N.  said, 
he  would  consider  the  subject  of  commerce  in  a 
three-lbld  point  of  view :  first,  foreign  or  external 


'  commerce,  as  regards  the  Union  ;  second,  internal 
i  commerce,  as  regards  each  particular  State;  and 
i  third,  commerce  among  the  several  States,  which 
may  be  denominated  internal,  as  regards  the  Union, 
;  but  external  as  regards  particular  Slates  within 
the  Union.     Over  foreign  commerce,  by  virtue  of 
i  the  grant  of  power  to  regulate  commerce,  the  Con- 
gress have  always  exercised  complete  control,  and, 
consequently,  over  all   the  means  necessary  and 
proper  to  the  exercise  of  that  power,  any  part  may 
i  be  destroyed   by  prohibitory  duties,  or  the  whole 
!  by  non-intercourse  or  embargo  laws;  and  I  pre- 
j  sume  it  will  not  be  denied  that  Congress  may 
I  adopt  the  necessary  means  to  originate  foreign 
'  commerce  where  it  does  not  exist,  and  all  this  in 
,  virtue  of  the  grant  of  power  to  regxdnte  commerce, 
;  precisely  the  same  word  that  is  used  in  relation  lo 
i  commerce  among  the  several  States,    Again,  said 
Mr,  N.,  no  one  will  deny  that   the  States   have 
I  power  over  commerce  while  confined  within  their 
^  respective  limits ;  and   it  will   be  also  conceded, 
that  roads  and  canals  are  means  necessary  and 
!  proper,  and  (to  use  the  expression  of  Mr.  Madi- 
j  son's  celebrated  report)  appropriate,  also,  to  carry 
I  on  commerce  from  one  given  point  to  another  in 
\  the  same  Slate,  and  that  these  means  are  ordina- 
;  rily  resorted  to  for  that   purpose.     Now,  said  Mr. 
I  N.,  as  Congress  have  the  same  power  over  cora- 
1  merce  among  the  several  States  as  over   foreign 
j  commerce,  and  as  the  States  are  prohibited  by  the 
lOih  section  of  the  1st  article  of  the  Constitution 
from  entering  into  any  agreements  or  compacts 
with  each  other,  which  would  be  absolutely  ne- 
cessary to  enable  them  to  adopt  judicious  mea- 
sures m  relation  to  that  branch  of  commerce,  it 
seems  to  follow,  as  a  necessary  consequence,  that 
Congress  must  have,  and  was  intended  by  the  wise 
framers  of  the  Constitution  to  have,  full  power  to 
adopt  all  necessary  and  proper  measures  to  pro- 
mote and  carry  on  commerce  among  the  several 
States,  in  as  ample  a  manner  as  a  State  would 
have  within  its  proper  jurisdiction;  and  as  roads 
and  canals  are  the  usual,  necessary,  and  proper 
means  adopted  by  the  States,  within  their  juris- 
diction, it  cannot  be  said  that  they  are  not  neces- 
sary and  proper  means  to  carry  into  execution  the 
power  granted  to  Congress  to  regulate  commerce 
among  the  several  States.    A|ain,  Mr.  Chairman, 
said  Mr.  N.,  if  you  deny  to  Congress  the  power 
contended  for,  to  adopt  all  such  measures  as  may 
be  necessary  and  proper  to  regulate,  to  promote, 
to   facilitate  the  commerce  among   the  several 
States,  that  power  is  annihilated,  it  exists  no- 
where else  in  our  Government,  and   it  would   fol- 
low, as  a  necessary  consequence,  that   the  power 
over  those  means  so  e^ssential  for  promoting  the 
wealth  and  happiness  of  this  people,  so  es.sential 
to  the  well-being  of  all  Governments,  is  not  to  be 
found  in  the  United  States,  or  in  the  States  sev- 
erally.   Sir,  said  Mr.  N.,  the  conclusions  to  which 
I  have  been  brought  by  this  course  of  reasoning,  is 
conclusive  to  my  mind  that  the  power  granted  to 
Congress,  by  the  Constitution,  lo  regulate  com- 
merce among  the  several   States,  gives  to  Con- 
gress the  power  to  adopt  the  measures  looked  to 
By  the  bill  under   discussion,  as  necessary  and 
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proper  to  carry  into  execution  stich  power.  As 
my  object  in  rising,  Mr.  Chairman,  said  Mr.  N., 
was  briefly  to  present  some  of  ray  views  of  the 
Constitutional  question  which  has  been  so  elabo- 
rately discussed,  I  should  forfeit  the  pledge  I  gave 
the  Committee  were  I  not  now  to  conclude. 

When  Mr.  N.  concluded,  a  general  call  for  the 
question  resounded  I'rora  all  quarters  of  the  House ; 
when  Mr.  Livingston,  of  Louisiana,  rose,  and  re- 
quested that  the  Committee  might  rise. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and,  haviug  obtain- 
ed leave  to  sit  again,  the  House  adjourned  to 
Monday. 


Monday,  February  9. 

Mr.  Webster  presented  a  memorial  of  the  May- 
or, Aldermen,  and  City  Council  of  the  City  of 
Boston,  stating  that,  of  late  years,  several  islands, 
lying  in  and  around  the  harbor  of  that  city,  and 
which  constitute  the  safety  and  defence  of  said 
harbor,  have  been  greatly  injured  by  the  action  of 
the  waves,  and  of  tempests;  by  which  the  exist- 
encQ  and  utility  of  the  harbor  is  much  endangered, 
and  prayiog  the  aid  of  the  National  Government 
in  the  execution  of  such  works  as  may  be  found 
necessary  for  the  protection  of  these  islands  from 
annual  dilapidation  from  the  ocean  and  from  the 
elements;  which  memorial  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  Webster  presented  a  remonstrance  of  mer- 
chants, manufacturers,  mechanics,  and  others,  of 
Boston,  against  the  passage  of  the  bill  now  pend- 
ing before  this  House,  *'  to  amend  the  several  acts 
for  imposing  duties  on  imports;"  the  tariff  of  du- 
ties proposed  by  said  bill,  and  the  principles  on 
which  it  is  avowedly  founded ;  as  having  a  ten- 
dency, however  different  may  be  the  motives  of 
those  who  recommend  them,  to  diminish  the  in- 
dustry, impede  the  prosperity,  and  corrupt  the 
morals  of  the  people Referred. 

Mr.  Cambreleno  presented  a  memorial  and  re- 
monstrance of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the 
city  of  New  York,  remonstrating  against  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill  now  pending  ^fore  this  House, 
"  to  amend  the  several  acts  imposing  duties  on  im- 
ports," as  containing  principles  and  details  deeply 
and  injuriously  affecting  the  rights  and  interests 
of  almost  every  class  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  also  presented  a  similar  me- 
morial, from  the  importers  and  venders  of  hard- 
ware in  the  city  of  New  York,  so  far  as  the  interest 
of  that  branch  of  the  foreign  commerce  of  the 
United  States  is  concerned. 

Mr.  Ingham  presented  a  resolution  adopted  by 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, entitled  "A  resolution  for  the  belter  protec- 
tion of  domestic  manufactures." 

Mr.  Poinsett  presented  a  memorial  of  the  citi- 
zens of  Charleston,  in  South  Carolma,  against  the 
passage  of  the  bill  now  pending  before  this  House, 
to  amend  the  several  acts  imposing  duties  on  im- 
ports ;  as  calculated,  in  the  opinion  of  the  memo- 
rialists, most  deeply  to  affect  the  great  interests  of 
the  agricultural  Slates,  perhaps  even  to  work  their 
speedy  and  utter  ruin. 


Mr.  Wright  presented  a  resolution  adopted  by 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  ex- 
pressive of  their  opinion,  that  further  aid  and  more 
effective  measures  should  be  adopted  by  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States,  for  the  promotion  and 
protection  of  American  manufactures. 

The  said  memorials,  remonstrances,  and  resolu- 
tions, were  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  to  which 
is  committed  the  bill  to  amend  the  several  acts 
imposing  duties  on  imports. 

Mr.  Morgan  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
aliens,  residing  in  the  city  and  county  of  New 
York,  praying  that  the  laws  upon  the  subject  of 
naturalization  may  be  so  amended  as  to  afford 
greater  facilities  to  foreigners,  who  may  intend  to 
become  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  presented  the  {)etition  of  sun- 
dry citizens  of  the  city  of  New  York,  on  behalf 
of  the  aliens  who  have  signed  the  petition  last 
presented. 

Mr.  Kent  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Trustees 
of  the  Columbian  College  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, praying  Congress  to  grant  them  a  loan 
of  fifty  thousand  dollars,  for  the  term  of  ten  years, 
at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  payable 
quarterly. 

Mr.  tARRELLY  presented  a  petition  of  Johanna 
Collms,  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  wife  of  John 
Collins,  praying  to  be  divorced  from  her  said  hus- 
band, on  the  grounds  of  personal  abuse  and  ill 
usage,  and  having  abandoned  her  without  mak- 
ing any  provision  for  her  maintenance. 

Mr.  Kent  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  Directors  of  the  Provident  Association 
of  Clerks,  in  the  City  of  Washington,  praying 
for  certain  alterations  and  raodificutions,  therein 
mentioned,  in  the  act  incorporating  the  said  asso- 
ciation. 

Mr.  Wright  presented  certain  resolutions, 
adopted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of 
Ohio,  praying  Congress  to  adopt  measures  for  the 
gradual  abolition  of  slavery,  within  the  United 
States. 

The  said  petitions  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Letcher  presented  a  remonstrance  of  the 
State  of  Kentucky,  against  the  decision  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  on  the  occu- 
pying claimant  laws  of  the  State  of  Kentucky; 
which  remonstrance  was  committed  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

The  Speaker  presented  a  memorial  of  Doctor 
James  Smiih,  late  Agent  of  Vaccination  of  the 
United  States,  calling  the  attention  of  Congress 
to  the  alarming  increase  of  the  small  pox  within 
the  United  Stales,  and  praying  that  measures  may 
be  adopted  for  the  distribuiiun  of  genuine  vaccine 
matter  throughout  the  United  States,  by  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  central  vaccine  agent,  or  such 
oiher  means  as  may  be  deemed  must  conducive 
to  the  public  welfare;  which  memorial  was  re- 
ferred to  a  select  commiittee.  And.  Mr.  Gazlay, 
Mr.  CoNOicT,  Mr.  Floyo,  Mr.  Abbot,  and  Mr. 
Eaton,  were  appointed  said  committee. 


February,  ]824. 


Surveys  for  Roads  and  Canals. 


H.  orR. 


Mr.  Whioht  presented  a  resolution  adopted  by 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  in 
relation  to  the  three  per  cent,  fund  reserved  from 
the  amount  of  sales  of  public  lands  in  that  State. 
Referred  to  the  Commmte  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  presented  a  memorial 
of  the  Columbian  Institute,  praying  that  a  piece  of 
public  ground,  in  the  City  ol  Washington,  therein 
describtd,  may  be  granted  to  them,  to  be  attached 
to,  and  made  part  of,  their  botanic  garden  ;  which 
was  referred  to  a  select  committee;  and  Mr. 
Campbell  of  Ohio,  Mr.  Breck,  Mr.  Holcombe, 
Mr.  Kent,  and  Mr.  Poinsett,  were  appointed 
said  committee. 

Mr.  Francis  Johnson,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  a  bill  to 
reduce  into  one  the  several  acts  establishing  the 
Post  Office  Department;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  to  which  was  referred 
the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  the  President,  Directors,  and  Company, 
of  the  Merchants'  Bank,  in  Newport,  Rhode 
Island,"  reported  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  com- 
mittee, the  said  bill  ought  not  to  pass.  The  bill 
was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  of  this  House, 
entitled  "An  act  to  extend  the  time  limited  for 
the  settlement  of  private  land  claims,  in  the  Ter- 
ritory of  P^lorida,"  with  amendments.  They  have 
also  |)assed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  revive  and 
continue  in  force,  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  fixing 
the  compensations  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate, 
and  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives  ;  of  the 
clerks  employed  in  their  offices,  and  of  the  Li- 
brarian ;  in  which  amendments  and  bill  they  ask 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  resolution  laid  on  the  table  by  Mr.  Cocke, 
on  Friday,  was  taken  up,  and  agreed  to,  by  the 
House. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  on  the  petition  of  Henry  Lee,  be  commit- 
ted to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  withdraw  the 
petition  and  documents  of  Nathaniel  Moffatt. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Crafts, 

Resolvfd,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Of- 
fice and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  establishing  a  post  road  from 
St.  Alban's,  through  Sheldon,  to  Berkshire,  in  the 
State  of  Vermont. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Vinton, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Of- 
fice and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  establishing  a  post  route  from 
Gallipolis,  by  Vernon  Northup's,  to  Burlington, 
the  county  seat  of  the  county  of  Lawrence,  in  the 
State  of  Ohio. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Miller, 

Resolttd,  That  the  memorial  of  Warder  and 
Brothers,  attorneys  in  fact  for  the  trustees  of  Fry 
and  Spalding,  formerly  of  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, which  memorial  is  now  on  the  files  of  this 
House,  be,  together  with  the  accompanying  docu- 


ments, referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mangdm, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Of- 
fice and  Post  Roads  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  establishing  a  post  route  from  Raleigh,  Norto 
Carolina,  to  Haywood,  in  the  county  of  Chatham. 

On  motion  oi  Mr.  Manglm. 

Resolved  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Of- 
fice and  Post  Roads  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  establishing  a  post  route  from  Raleigh,  North 
Carolina,  by  way  of  the  Fish  Dam,  Neuse,  and 
Mount  Tirza,  to  Roxborough. 

MISSISSIPPI  AND  OHIO  RIVERS. 

Mr.  Wickliffe  offered  a  resolution  directing 
an  inquiry,  by  a  select  committee,  what  farther 
steps  it  was  proper  for  the  Government  to  take  in 
relation  to  the  improvement  of  the  Mississippi 
and  Ohio  rivers. 

Mr.  Wickliffe  stated  that  surveys  and  inqui- 
ries had  been  made  on  the  subject,  and  were  in 
possession  of  the  proper  department.  The  object 
of  his  resolution  was  to  urge  the  Government  to  put 
those  means  into  operation,  of  which  they  were 
already  in  possession.  He  was  happy  to  find  that 
even  the  oponents  of  the  bill  now  pending  on  the 
subject  of  internal  improvements,  conceded  that 
Government  might,  constitutionally,  act  on  the 
improvement  of  the  Mississippi.  He  would  not 
detain  the  House  with  dilating  on  the  import- 
ance of  the  measure  to  be  accomplished,  not  only 
by  those  who  were  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
these  rivers,  but  to  the  Union  at  large — the  obsta- 
cles were  such  as  might  easily  be  removed,  and 
whose  removal  would  in  a  very  short  time  repay 
its  own  expense  fourfold. 

After  some  conversation  between  the  mover 
and  Mr.  Cocke,  as  to  the  reference  of  the  reso- 
lution— 

Mr.  Wickliffe  consented  to  withdraw  it  for  the 
present,  till  further  information  was  obtained. 

SURVEYS  FOR  ROADS  AND  CANALS. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  bill  for  obtaining  the  requisite  sur- 
veys and  estimates  on  roads  and  canals. 

Mr.  Livingston,  of  Louisiana,  addressed  the 
Chair  as  follows: 

1  would  not,  Mr.  Chairman,  said  Mr.  L.,  have 
obtruded  myself  at  all  on  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee— most  certainly,  not  at  this  late  stage  of 
the  debate,  but  for  an  idea  that  has  been  frequently 
thrown  out,  sometimes  in  the  tone  of  complaint, 
sometimes  in  that  of  reproach,  but  always  with 
an  assumption  of  the  fact,  that  those  who  support 
this  measure,  do  it  without  a  due  regard  to  the 
Constitution  ;  that  there  are  those  in  this  House, 
(and  they  arc  spoken  of  as  a  body,  having  a  com- 
mon object,  and  common  tenets,)  who,  to  attain 
any  great  political  object,  think  that  the  end  jus- 
tifies the  means;  and  that  the  Constitution  is  to 
be  disregarded  whenever  its  provisions  oppose 
that  which  their  zeal  and  heated  imaginations 
prompt  them  lo  believe  is  for  the  public  good  ;  that 
they  (naturallyenough,  if  such  be  their  principles,) 
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discourage  all  Constitutional  objections,  and  think 
it  idle  to  discuss  them. 

Now,  sir,  if  there  be  any  who  support  the  bill 
on  these  principles,  I  must  assure  the  House,  and 
the  nation,  that  they  are  not  mine  ;  if  there  be 
such  a  sect,  of  which  I  have  no  other  evidence  than 
the  charges  I  have  alluded  to,  it  is  a  duty  I  owe 
to  myself,  to  disclaitn  ihem  and  their  tenets,  to  re- 
nounce all  kind  of  community  with  them,  and  de- 
clare my  utter  abhorrence  of  the  political  doctrines 
that  are  attributed  to  them.  Independent  of  the 
oath  we  have  all  registered  in  Heaven,  to  support 
the  Constitution,  there  is  such  an  absurdity,  as 
well  as  depravity,  in  avowing  a  disregard  to  that 
Constitution,  from  which  alone  we  derive  our  in- 
dividual political  existence,  and  pointing  to  any 
national  object,  however  splendid,  as  a  justitica- 
lion  for  subverting  that,  without  which,  neither 
it  nor  any  of  its  institutions,  can  exist — as  cannot, 
without  a  reproach  to  this  honorable  body,  be  sup- 
posed to  attach  fo  any  of  its  members. 

How  far  the  discussion  of  Constitutional  ques- 
tions has  heretofore  been  discouraged,  I  know  not ; 
but,  for  myself,  I  have  always  considered  them  as 
of  the  highest  importance  ;  and  cannot  believe 
that  the  time  is  ever  lost,  which  is  employed  in 
examining  the  character  and  bearings  and  true 
construction  of  that  excellent  form  of  Government, 
which,  I  trust,  is  to  connect  us  forever. 

I  stand,  sir,  in  a  situation,  with  regard  to  the 
measure  proposed  by  this  bill,  that  is  not  common 
to  many,  perhaps  to  none  of  the  members  of  the 
Committee.  This  subject  has  been,  in  the  Atlantic 
and  Western  States,  one  that  occupied  public  at- 
tention for  many  years  ;  it  has  been  the  object  of 
discussion  in  this  House,  and  of  disquisitions  in 
the  papers,  and  in  private  discourse,  until  the  ar- 
guments have  become  trite,  and  almost  every  in- 
dividual, whoseopinion  is  of  any  worth,  has  formed 
one  on  the  question. 

In  the  remote  part  of  the  Union  where  I  live, 
the  political  questions  which  agitate  the  other 
States,  do  not  acquire  so  intense  an  interest.    The 
debates  of  Congressare  not  frequently  republished  ; 
the  people,  in  general,  having  the  most  unbound- 
ed confidence  in  the  wisdom  of  the  National  Gov- 
ernment, do  not  pretend  to  direct  it  by  their  sug- 
gestions; hence,  it  happens,  that  this  great  object 
was   not   forced    upon   my  attention  ;  and   that, 
wholly  absorbed  by  professional  duties,  and  some 
of  a  public  nature,  closely  connected  with  profes- 
sional pursuits,  I  came  here  with  no  other  than 
general  impressions  on  the  propriety  of  the  meas- 
ure now  under  discussion.     I  had  no  favorite  sys- 
tem to  support ;  no  pride  of  opinion  to  gratify ; 
but  brought  to  the  debate  a  mind  sincerely  open 
to  conviction,  and  unbiassed   by  any  prejudice ; 
or,  if  I  had  any  leaning,  it  was  one  which  led  me 
to  guard  against  any  assumption  of  power,  by  the 
General  Government,  in  derogation  of  those  vest- 
ed  in   the  States ;  a  habit  of  thinking,  acquired 
▼ery«irlyin  my  political  life,  one  that  was  fos- 
tered by  all  my  associations,  as  well  as  confirmed 
by  reflection— and  although  I  do  not  now  appre- 
hend so  much  dangeTfrom  that  quarter,  as  I  once 
did,  although  I  see  none  in  the  present  measure 


yet  I  am  not  disposed  to  yield  the  honor,  the  dan- 
ger, or  even  the  reproach,  of  protecting  the  Con- 
stitution and  the  Slate  rights,  to  those  who  seem 
to  assume  the  character  of  their  exclusive  de- 
fenders. 

In  this  disposition,  it  was  with  unfeigned  satis- 
faction I  witnessed  the  recommitment  of  the  bill, 
and  that  I  listened  to  the  very  able  and  instructive 
debate  that  has  ensued.  The  result  has  been,  a  per- 
fect conviction  of  the  expediency,  and  the  removal 
of  every  doubt  as  to  the  constitutionality  of  the 
measure.  If  I  entertained  a  doubt,  sir,  I  should 
not  act ;  and  I  agree  perfectly  with  the  gentlemen 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  S.,)  that,  if  we  have  a  doubt 
relative  to  any  power,  we  ought  not  to  exercise  it. 
No  powers  are  vested  in  the  Government  but  those 
that  are  given  ;  and,  to  assume  one  that  we  are  not 
convinced  is  vested  in  us,  is  as  great  a  breach  of 
the  Constitution,  as  to  do  that  which  the  Consti- 
tution forbids.  And,  I  repeat,  that,  if  I  entertain- 
ed a  single  doubt  of  the  power  to  pass  this  bill,  I 
should  vote  against  it. 

With  as  sacred  a  regard  for  the  Constitution 
as  is  professed,  and  no  doubt  felt,  by  any  of  the 
opposers  of  this  bill,  with  as  high  a  sense  of  the 
importance  of  preserving  State  rights,  unimpair- 
ed, as  any  of  them  entertain,  I  proceed  to  the  par- 
ticular examination  of  the  question  before  the 
Committee. 

A  great  latitude  has  been  taken  in  this  discus- 
sion, which  it  docs  not  become  ine  to  reprehend, 
particularly  when  I  reflect  on  the  pleasure  and 
instruction  I  have  received  from  the  excursive  de- 
bate. But,  although  I  do  not  blame,  I  cannot  fol- 
low all  the  ingenious  views  that  have  been  taken 
of  the  subjects  connected  and  unconnected  with 
the  question.  I  must,  therefore,  confine  myself 
to  that  before  the  Committee— that  is  to  say, 
whether  we  have  the  power  to  make  such  road> 
and  canals  as  are  necessary  and  proper,  for  trans- 
porting the  mail,  for  facilitating  military  ope- 
rations, or  the  commerce  between  the  diflereni 
States. 

Most,  perhaps  I  might  with  propriety  say,  all, 
who  oppose  the  bill,  have  attributed  a  character 
to  the  measure  which  does  not  belong  to  it,  and 
have  then  employed  themselves  in  showing  those 
characters  to  be  unconstitutibnal  or  dangerous. 

I  will  endeavor  to  strip  the  question  of  those 
adventitious  features  before  I  discuss  it. 

1st.  It  is  assumed  that  the  power  claimed  by 
the  bill  is  that  of  jurisdiction,  (exclusive  jurisdic- 
tion, some  say,)  over  the  roads  and  canals  that 
may  be  made. 

But  neither  in  the  bill,  nor  in  the  opinions  of 
those  who  support  it,  do  we  find  any  claim  to  such 
jurisdiction  ;  it  is  found  only  in  the  arguments  of 
those  who  oppose  it.  I  did  hope,  in  some  of  the 
speeches  that  assumed  this  ground,  to  have  heard 
some  argument,  to  show  that  such  jurisdiction 
was  inherent  in  the  nature  of  the  power,  or  that 
some  express  Constitutional  provision  made  it  so. 
If  any  thing  of  the  kind  has  been  attempted,  it 
has  escaped  mv  attention.  I  did  hear,  indeed, 
that  Congress  had  power  to  exercise  exclusive 
jurisdiction  over  places  that  should  be  purchased 
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by  consent  of  the  States  for  "arsenals,  forts,  and 
other  needful  buildings  ;"  but  the  analogy  between 
roads  and  such  places,  was  not  attempted  to  be 
shown ;  but,  even  if  it  bad,  no  conclusion  in  favor 
of  the  necessity  of  such  jurisdiction  can  be  drawn 
from  the  practice  under  that  clause — because,  so 
far  from  being  inseparable  from  the  power  to  pur- 
chase and  hold  forts  and  arsenals,  dec,  the  juris- 
diction has,  in  point  of  fact,  in  most  cases  where 
such  cessions  and  purchaser  have  been  made,  been 
concurrent  with  that  of  the  States — a  large  majority 
of  those  cessions  having  been  made  tub  viodo,  some 
reserving  one  privilege  and  jurisdiction,  others 
those  of  a  diflerent  kind.  An  examination  of  the 
different  acts  of  cession  will  convince  the  mem- 
bers of  this  fact.  No  argument  to  suit  the  present 
subject  can  be  drawn  from  that  clause  in  the  Con- 
stitution. There  is  no  analogy  between  the  cases, 
and,  if  there  were,  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  is  not 
inseparable  from  the  one  to  which  they  refer.  Is 
there  any  thing  in  the  nature  of  the  power  that 
re<|uires  this  jurisdiction  ?  Congress  surely  may 
make  a  road  or  a  canal — may  even  pass  laws  to 
prevent  their  being  injured — to  secure  the  safe 
^tassage  of  their  mail  or  military  supplies  over 
them,  without  having  exclusive,  or  any  other  ju- 
risdiction over  the  soil.  Some  of  their  penal  laws 
now  extend  particularly  to  ofiences  committed 
against  the  free  passage  of  the  mail.  Some  of 
them  inflict  capital  punishment.  They  are  duly 
executed.  Yet  no  one  has  hitherto  considered 
that,  for  this  reason,  the  General  Government  had 
any  other  jurisdiction  than  that  which  is  totally 
unconnected  with  any  locality,  which  pervades 
all  the  States,  and  operates  on  the  crime,  no  matter 
in  what  part  of  the  Union  it  may  be  committed. 
Of  this  nature,  are  the  laws  against  counterfeiting 
bank  notes  or  public  securities.  To  say,  then, 
that,  because  it  is  necessary  to  pass  laws  for  the 
protection  of  the  roads,  therefore  a  power  must  be 
implied  to  exercise  jurisdiction  over  them,  is  to 
say  that  Congress  have  the  same  jurisdiction  over 
every  part  of  each  State,  because  Congress  has 
the  power  to  punish  infractions  of  their  laws  every- 
where. 

The  idea,  then,  of  an  exclusive  jurisdiction  over 
the  subject  of  this  power,  or  of  any  jurisdiction  at 
all,  is  wholly  unfounded — unprovided  for  by  the 
bill,  disavowed  by  its  advocates,  not  required  by 
the  nature  of  the  power,  and  raised  by  the  opposers 
to  it,  only  from  the  dearth  of  more  tenable  grounds 
of  opposition.  Yet,  strip  the  argument  of  this 
ground,  which  has  been  insisted  on  by,  I  believe, 
all  who  have  spoken  on  the  subject,  and  one-half, 
at  least,  of  the  opposition  falls  with  it. 

Secondly.  Analogous  to  this  is  the  idea  that,  in 
order  to  make  a  road,  the  property  of  the  soil  is 
necessary. 

If  it  were,  I  do  not  well  see  what  objection  can 
be  raised  from  this  circumstance  to  the  existence 
of  the  power ;  it  might  be  an  impediment  to  its 
exercise ;  individuals  might  refuse  to  sell,  and  then 
it  would  be  a  matter  of  discretion,  whether  to  ex- 
ercise the  power  given  by  the  Constitution  to  take 
the  property  on  paying  an  equivalent;  but  this 
belongs  to  the  detail  of  a  bill  for  laying  out  a  par- 


ticular road,  but  cannot  be  raised  as  an  objection 
to  the  legality  of  the  power. 

The  ri^ht  to  erect  beacons  and  lighthouses  is 
not  questioned;  and  it  must  be  admitted  that  the 
property  of  the  soil  is  more  necessary  there  than 
in  the  case  of  a  road;  yet,  I  well  remember  an 
instance,  where  the  owner  of  a  strip  of  barren 
land,  near  the  lighthouse  at  Sandy  Hook,  refused 
to  sell  so  much  as  was  necessary  for  the  erection 
of  a  beacon,  without  a  very  large  compensation, 
(I  believe  one  thousand  dollars.)  The  Treasury 
refused  to  purchase,  but  erected  the  beacon  with- 
out permission.  The  owner  sued  the  collector, 
recovered  heavy  damages,  and,  finally,  the  United 
States  were  obliged  to  pay  for  the  land  double  the 
sum  at  first  required.  Now,  this  difficulty  might 
as  well  have  been  urged  against  the  general  power 
to  erect  beacons,  as  the  necessity  of  owning  the 
soil  can  be  in  the  case  of  roads;  but,  in  the  case 
of  roads,  no  such  necessity  exists ;  it  may  be  exer- 
cised, leaving  the  property  of  the  soil  in  the  first 
owner,  but  burdened  only  with  a  right  of  way- 
Let  us  discard,  then,  this  suggestion,  also,  as 
one  totally  irrelevant  to  the  question,  or,  at  best, 
drawing  our  attention  to  details,  when  we  are 
discussing  Constitutional  objections  to  the  whole 
measure. 

Thirdly.  Another  impediment  to  be  removed, 
before  we  can  come  to  a  fair  discussion  of  the 
subject,  is,  the  play  that  has  been  made  on  the 
word  "internal."  First,  the  bill  is  improperly 
called  a  bill  for  "  internal  improvement."  Then, 
the  word  ''  internal"  is  applied  to  the  interior  of 
the  diflferent  States;  and,  after  this  ingenious  pro- 
cess, we  are  triumphantly  asked  in  what  part  of 
the  Constitution  we  find  the  power  to  meddle 
with  the  internal  concerns  of  the  States?  It  is 
in  vain  that  the  advocates  of  the  bill  have  told 
them — "  Nowhere.  That  is  not  the  power  we 
contended  for — that  is  neither  the  title  nor  the 
purpose  of  the  bill."  They  still  declaim  on  this 
objection ;  and  the  tendency  of  the  argument  is, 
that  we  must  show  an  express  authority  to  make 
roads  and  canals  for  State,  not  for  general  pur- 
poses ;  or,  that  the  measure  must  be  abandoned. 
I  have  thought  it  necessary  to  guard  against  the 
error  that  has  pervaded  the  argument,  by  this  per- 
version of  terms,  and  to  state  that,  so  far  as  I  con- 
sider the  object  as  one  tending  to  internal  im- 
provement, it  is  as  applicable  to  the  whole  Union  j 
and  this  improvement  is  not  the  primary  object, 
the  inevitable  consequence  of  the  exercise  of  our 
Constitutional  powers,  in  relation  to  the  carriage 
of  the  mail,  the  regulation  of  commerce  between 
the  States,  and  the  facility  of  military  operations, 
which  alone,  are  the  objects  of  this  bill. 

Fourthly.  Again,  it  is  insisted,  the  power  neces- 
sarily implies  that  of  creating  corporations,  with 
exclusive  privileges  and  dangerous  powers. 

If  I  thought  so,  I  should  hesitate.  I  am,  in 
general,  no  friend  to  those  institutions,  and  I  have 
always  doubted  the  right  of  Congress  to  create 
them.  The  great  exercise  of  this  power,  by  in- 
corporating the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  took 
place  before  I  came  into  public  life,  and  the  re- 
newal of  its  charter  was  made  after  I  had  left  it. 
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How  I  should  have  voted,  on  either  of  those  occa- 
sions, after  hearing  the  discussion,  I  cannot  tell  ; 
nor  is  it  necessary  now  to  anticipate  what  course 
it  may  be  proper  to  pursue,  as  to  any  measure  of 
that  kind  that  may,  hereafter,  be  proposed  in  re- 
lation to  the  subject  of  this  bill.  But,  so  far  from 
acknowledging  that  my  support  of  it  should  be 
considered  as.  advocating  this  and  other  doubtful 
powers,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  I  con- 
sider the  institution  of  banks,  both  under  the  State 
and  General  Government,  as  a  principal  cause  of 
the  embarrassments  we  have  suffered,  do  suffer, 
and  will  suffer,  while  their  operations  are  unre- 
strained ;  and  that  if,  without  injury  to  public 
faith,  they  could  all  be  annihilated,  it  would 
prove  a  blessing  to  the  country.  This  may  seem 
a  departure  from  the  subject  before  us,  but  it  was 
necessary  to  testify  that  my  vote  will  not  be 
founded  on  any  assumption  that  the  right  of  mak- 
ing incorporations  is  involved  in  that  of  making 
roads  and  canals.  But,  that  this,  with  the  other 
topics  I  have  discussed,  being  supposed  to  be  of 
more  doubtful  propriety,  in  the  exercise,  than  that 
which  is  truly  be/ore  us,  were  ingeniously  attach- 
ed to  it,  in  order  to  impede  its  passage.  Neither 
of  these,  then,  is  the  question.  Two  present  them- 
selves under  the  proposed  bill.  Has  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  a  Constitutional  right 
to  make  such  roads  and  canals  as  are  necessary 
and  proper  for  .the  transportation  of  the  mail — for 
the  giving  facility  to  their  military  operations, 
and  to  the  commercial  intercourse  between  the 
States? 

If  they  have,  it  is  expedient  to  exercise  that 
power,  so  far  as  is  provided  by  this  bill  ? 

My  assent  to  the  aflfirmative  of  these  proposi- 
tions is  given  to  the  precise  statement  they  con- 
tain, not  to  those  which  it  has  been  deemed  pro- 
per to  substitute  for  them. 

Having  stated,  with  precision,  what  I  consider 
to  be  the  terms  and  extent  of  the  power,  the  next 
inquiry  is,  What  are  its  characteristics  and  its 
nature? 

All  legislative  power  must  of  right  have  resi- 
dence in  the  people.  In  all  independent  and  free 
States,  the  power  is  equally  extensive,  until  they 
transfer  it  by  Constitutional  laws,  or  restrain  it 
by  compact. 

In  all  the  different  States  of  this  Union,  the 
people,  in  the  very  act  of  Constitutional  legisla- 
tion, transferred  all  other  legislative  power  to 
their  Representatives,  reserving  to  themselves  the 
power  of  designating  those  who  should  make  and 
execute  the  laws ;  and  the  ulterior  power  of  or- 
ganic legislation  as  often  as  changes  should  be- 
come necessary. 

Under  this  distribution  of  the  mass  of  legislative 
power,  the  States  formed,  first,  a  combination, 
growing  out  of  a  common  interest,  and  held  to- 
gether by  common  danger,  rather  than  by  virtue 
of  any  express  compact.  Afterwards,  by  th«  im- 
perfect league  called  the  Confederation,— and. 
lastly,  by  the  happy  Constitution  we  now  enjoy. ' 

The  first  of  these,  the  Confederation,  involved 
in  Its  formation  a  departure  from  principle:  for, 
although  It  made  a  material  change  in  the  funda- 


mental principles  of  each  Government,  the  people 
were  not  consulted.  It  was  adopted  by  the  Le- 
gislatures of  the  different  States,  to  whom  the 
people  had  given,  as  we  have  seen,  no  right  to 
alter  their  organic  laws. 

The  present  Government  was  differently  con- 
structed, and  more  leplly  established.  A  short 
review  of  its  principal  features  may  throw  some 
light  on  the  present  question. 

It  cannot  be  ranked  in  any  of  the  classes  of 
ofovernment  established  by  writers  on  that  subject. 
It  is  neither  a  consolidated  government  nor  a  fed- 
erative— but  one  partaking  of  both.  A  constitu- 
tion *Mi  gmerijs,  original  in  its  conception,  contain- 
ing a  most  happy  combination  of  powers,  calcula- 
ted to  cover  an  indefinite  extent  of  country, 
without  danger  of  weakness  or  oppression,  con- 
taining the  means  of  adapting  itself,  by  judicious 
amendment,  to  all  the  changes  that  time  and  cir- 
cumstance may  require,  and  already  become  the 
model  by  which  foreign  nations  are  forming  their 
political  institutions. 

The  features  of  consolidation  are  evident,  first, 
in  the  formation  of  the  Government.  It  is  in  the 
name  of  the  people  of  the  United  States — it  was 
submitted  to  them  and  received  their  sanction. 
Second,  by  its  provisions.  The  people  are  repre- 
sented, in  one  of  its  branches,  in  projwrtion  to 
their  numbers.  Each  man  is  a  citizen  of  the 
whole  nation.  The  army  is  the  Army  of  the 
United  States.  The  navy  is  the  Navy  of  the  na- 
tion. We  have  all  common  enemies— common 
friends.  Our  currency,  our  discoveries,  our  liter- 
ature, our  commerce,  our  weights  and  measures, 
are  ours  as  citizens  of  the  United  States,  inde- 
pendent of  the  State  authorities.  And,  to  give 
effect  to  these  rights,  we  have  a  great  national 
Judiciary,  and  an  Executive  power,  belonging  to 
the  whole. 

With  all  these  characteristics  of  consolidation, 
it  has  others,  and  most  valuable  they  are,  of  a  fed- 
erative nature.  The  State  governments,  although 
they  did  not  finally  adopt,  yet  gave  it  their  previ- 
ous assent,  without  which  it  would  not  have  been 
submitted  to  the  people.  They  are  severally,  and 
without  any  regard  to  their  population,  equally 
represented  in  the  Senate.  When  the  people  dis- 
agree, they  decide  on  the  choice  of  the  First 
Magistrate.  And  they  retain  the  residuum  of  le- 
gislative power  which  is  not  vested  in  the  Gen- 
eral Government,  or  retained  by  the  people. 

Whether  the  powers  in  question  are  among 
those  granted,  or  whether  they  were  retained  by 
the  States  or  the  people,  is  the  question  to  be 
decided. 

Legislative  power,  (I  pray  the  Committee  to  par 
don  the  didactic  style  of  this  part  of  my  address  to 
them;  I  speak  with  sincerity  and  hurnility  when 
I  say,  that  most,  if  not  all,  or  them,  are  better  able 
to  instruct  me,  than  I  am  to  teach  them  any  thing 
on  this  subject — but  I  am  forced  to  define,  because 
I  have  observed,  that  we  do  not  at  all  use  the  same 
words  in  the  same  sense) — legislative  power  may 
be  divided  into  political  anJ  civil  powers. 

By  political  powers,  I  mean  such  as  have  for 
their  immediate  object  the  regulation  and  welfare 
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of  the  whole  body  politic,  whether  on  its  internal 
or  its  external  concerns,  and  which  acts  on  the 
whole  mass  of  the  people,  in  their  aggregate  ca- 
pacity. 

Civil  power,  siich  as  acts  immediately  on  the 
citizens,  individually,  for  the  protection  of  their 
persons,  reputation,  and  property. 

Political  power  must  affect  individuals  in  its 
operation,  and  civil  power  must  ultimately,  in  its 
exercise,  produce  political  effects;  but  the  imme- 
diate operation  of  the  one  or  the  other,  constitutes 
the  distinction  between  them. 

Frequent  use  has  been  made,  in  this  debate,  of 
the  term  municipal  power.  In  its  original  and 
proper  sense,  this  term  meant  the  powers  exercised 
by  the  conquered  towns  to  whom  the  policy  of 
Rome  left  the  choice  of  their  own  magistrates,  and 
the  regulation  of  their  interior  affairs. 

A  more  extensive  signification  has,  however, 
been  given  to  it,  by  Blacksione  and  others.  They 
use  it  so  as  to  comprehend  every  species  of  legisla- 
tion, and  include  in  the  term  municipal  law,  all 
laws  but  those  of  nature  and  of  nations. 

In  this  sense,  it  would  include  political  as  well 
as  civil  powers,  and  be  as  much  too  extensive,  as, 
in  its  proper  sense,  it  would  be  too  confined  for 
our  purpose.  I  shall  therefore  altogether  decline 
the  use  of  the  term. 

The  establishment  of  organic  laws,  is  the  first 
and  most  important  exercise  of  political  legisla- 
tion. This,  as  we  have  seen,  has  in  our  country 
been  exercised  by  the  people,  specially  represented 
for  that  particular  purpose.  Bur  other  powers  of 
political  legislation  are  given  to  the  Governments 
they  have  instituted.  To  which  ?  The  General 
or  Stale  Governmtnts? 

As  a  general  rule,  all  political  powers,  (under 
this  understanding  of  them,)  which  relate  to  the 
United  Slates,  as  a  nation,  together  with  certain 
enumerated  civil  powers,  were,  by  the  Constitu- 
tion, vested  in  the  National  Government. 

AH  civil  powers,  with  so  many  of  a  political 
nature  as  are  necessary  for  the  exercise  of  the  State 
governments,  are  vested  in  the  States. 

What  is  the  nature  of  the  f>owers  in  question, 
most  clearly  political,  and  of  that  class  which  ap- 
ply to  the  United  Slates  as  a  nation  ? 

They  act  immediately  for  the  benefit  of  the 
whole  nation,  and  upon  the  whole  mass.  The 
carriage  of  the  mail,  the  roads  and  canals  for  mili- 
tary operations,  the  facility  given  to  commerce  be- 
tween the  States,  are  all  of  this  description. 

They  are,  then,  a  portion  of  that  general  legis- 
lative power,  which  resided  in  the  people.  They 
cannot  be  annihilated,  and  must  be  found,  either 
in  the  State  governments,  the  General  Govern- 
ment, or  undisposed  of,  in  the  hands  of  the  people. 

It  is  not  presumable  that  the  people  intended 
that  these  powers,  so  important  lo  their  conveni- 
ence, to  their  happiness,  to  their  very  existence  as 
a  nation,  should  lie  dormant.  Some  of  them  were 
exercised  by  the  confederation  of  States,  even  prior 
to  any  compact.  At  the  very  moment  when  they 
sprung  into  political  existence,  they  considered 
themselves  as  one  people.  Their  declaration  uses 
those  very  expressions,  and  by  common  consent 


their  deputies  raised  armies,  declared  war,  issued 
letters  of  marque,  emitted  money,  built  forts, 
and  established  a  general  post  office.  Nay,  they 
even  exercised  the  doubtful  power  of  chartering  a 
bank.  Now,  can  it  be  supposed,  I  repeat,  that 
a  people,  familiar  with  the  exercise  of  these  import- 
ant powers,  by  the  National  Government,  when 
this  was  found  too  weak,  and  they  were  called  on 
lo  enlarge  and  strengthen  it,  should  not  only  take 
from  their  national  rulers,  but  absolutely  annihi- 
late any  of  those  essential  powers?  This  cannot 
reasonably  be  supposed ;  and  if  the  powers  be  not 
found  in  the  State  governments,  or  in  the  people, 
they  must  be  in  the  General  Government. 
But  ihey  are  not  in  the  State  governments. 

1.  Because  they  exist  only  with  the  existence  of 
the  General  Government.  As  they  relate  to  no 
one  State  in  particular,  but  to  all,  considered  as  a 
whole,  no  one  State  could  exercise  them  prior  to 
the  union  of  all  into  one  nation.  If  roads  are  ne- 
cessary for  the  carriage  of  the  mail  or  for  military 
operations,  or  either  canals  or  roads  for  facilitating 
commerce,  it  is  the  mail  of  the  whole  United 
States;  they  are  the  military  operations  of  the 
nation  ;  it  is  the  commerce,  not  of  one  Stale,  but 
between  the  several  Slates  as  members  of  the 
Union.  No  individual  State,  nor  any  number 
short  of  the  whole,  therefore,  could  be  the  deposi- 
tory of  this  power.  But,  if  it  be  a  power  resulting 
from  a  State  right,  each  one  must  jiave  a  concur- 
rent right  and  a  concurrent  power  to  do  that 
which,  from  its  very  nature,  can  only  be  effected 
by  one  will.  This  involves  an  absurdity  in  terras. 
Therefore,  on  this  ground,  it  is  not  a  power  re- 
served by  the  States. 

2.  It  is  not  such  a  power,  because  its  exercise 
by  any  one  State  would  involve  the  right  in  that 
State  of  judging  and  determining  what  is  for  the 
benefit  ot  the  whole — a  right  nowhere  given,  and 
destructive  of  that  equality  which  is  the  basis  of 
the  Union.  But  every  right  supposes  a  corre- 
sponding obligation.  Hence,  on  the  hypothesis 
ttiat  it  is  a  reserved  power  still  existing  in  the 
Stales,  each  one  has  a  right  which  all  the  others 
must  be  bound  lo  obey,  and  which  yet  each  one 
of  all  the  others  have  an  equal  right  lo  counteract 
and  disobey.  To  exemplify  this:  If  the  right  to 
designate  and  make  a  post  road  for  the  United 
Slates  be  one  reserved  by  the  Stales,  (each  one 
possessing  it,  as  we  have  seen,  in  an  equal  degree ;) 
if  any  one  State  shall  designate  the  route  of  the 
mail,  and  make  a  proper  road  for  its  conveyance, 
all  the  others  must  be  under  an  obligation  not  to 
interfere  with  its  exercise,  or  else  it  is  no  right. 
Bui  the  route,  so  designated,  is  inconvenient  to 
one  of  the  other  States,  who,  by  virtue  of  her  re- 
served right,  establishes  another  post  road  ;  which 
of  these  is  the  true  one  on  which  the  obligation  is 
to  operate?  This  absurdity  cannot  be  avoided  by 
saying,  as  has  been  said,  let  each  Stale  make  and 
establish  the  road  within  its  own  boundaries;  be- 
cause it  is  the  post  road  of  the  United  States,  for 
the  carriage  of^  the  mail  of  the  nation,  not  a  road 
for  State  purposes,  about  which  we  are  speaking. 
A  road  may  be  very  convenient  for  a  State,  and 
very  inconvenient  for  the  United  States.     A  road 
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very  necessary  for  the  carriage  of  the  mail  may 
be,  from  natural  impediments,  too  expensive  to  be 
made  by  the  funds  of  the  Slate  through  which  it 
passes.  In  short,  those  who  talk  of  State  roads, 
and  those  who  argue  for  the  right  of  making  a 
road  for  the  mail  of  the  United  States,  speak  of 
totally  different  things,  and  under  this  misunder- 
standmg  the  debate  may  be  infinitely  prolonged. 

3.  Again :  the  making  the  post  road  may  be 
considered  as  a  right,  or  as  an  obligation,  accord- 
ing to  its  operation  either  as  a  benefit  or  an  in- 
jury. If  it  be  a  right,  there  must  be  some  power 
to  enforce  it;  but  there  is  none,  and  we  have 
seen  there  is  no  corresponding  obligation.  There- 
fore, it  does  not  exist  as  a  right  in  any  of  the 
States  individually. 

If  it  be  an  obligation,  in  whom  does  the  corre- 
sponding right  exist?  If  m  the  United  States, 
the  question  is  settled,  but  in  a  manner  the  most 
injurious  to  State  rights.  If  it  be  an  onerous 
obligation  on  one  Slate  to  make  roads  for  the 
benefit  of  the  whole,  it  is  most  unequal  in  its 
operation,  as  well  as  unjust  in  its  principle;  and 
therefore  cannot  readily  be  supposed  to  exist  in 
either  shape. 

4.  When  we  add  to  these  reasons,  drawn  from 
the  nature  of  the  powers,  those  which  result  from 
the  expressions  of  our  national  compact,  and  which 
clearly  evince  a  design  to  vest  them  in  the  Gen- 
eral Governmeiit,  no  doubt  will  remain  that  the 
States  did  not  intend  to  retain  the  powers  in  ques- 
tion for  their  own  exercise. 

These  will  be  more  fuliy  developed  hereafter. 
At  present  I  only  indicate,  as  proofs  of  this  renun- 
ciation, the  clauses  which  give  the  regulation  of 
the  Post  Office  Establishment  the  direction  of  the 
national  defence,  and  the  regulation  of  commerce 
between  the  Slates  to  the  General  Government; 
the  renunciation  of  any  right  to  enter  into  any 
compact  between  the  States  without  the  assent  of 
Congress,  and  the  abandonment  to  the  Union  of 
all  the  common  funds,  without  which  no  system 
of  general  improvement  can  be  carried  on. 

For  these  reasons,  it  may  be  fairly  concluded 
that  the  States  did  not  intend  to  retain  this  power 
in  themselves.  Is  it  retained  by  the  people?  This 
inquiry  is  easily  answered.  We  have  seen  that, 
in  the  formation  of  the  State  governments,  the 
people  vested  in  them  all  the  legislative  power, 
retaining  only  the  right  of  making  Constitutional 
changes,  and  of  electing  the  administrators  of 
their  Government.  But  the  power  in  question  is 
a  legislative  power;  therefore,  the  people  did  not 
retain  it. 

If,  then,  it  be  neither  in  the  people  nor  the  State 
governments,  as  it  is  a  necessary  power,  it  cannot 
be  annihilated,  except  by  express  compact.  It  is 
not  pretended  that  any  such  compact  exists.  It 
IS  not,  then,  annihilated,  but  exists  somewhere ; 
not,  as  we  have  seen,  either  in  the  State  govern- 
ments or  in  the  people—in  one  or  the  other  of 
which,  by  the  lOih  amendment  to  the  Constitu- 
tion, ail  residuary  power  is  vested.  Where,  then, 
IS  It  to  be  found  ?  By  necessary  consequence,  in 
tne  General  Government. 

This,  sir,  I  shall  now  proceed  more  fully  to 


show,  premising  that  I  bear  constantly  in  mind 
the  great  principle  with  which  I  set  out,  that  the 
General  Government  has  no  powers,  and  can  ex- 
ercise none  but  such  as  are  given  by  the  Consti- 
tution, and  that  all  that  is  nut  given  is  retained 
by  the  States  or  the  people.  This  would  have 
been  the  true  mode  of  testing  the  rights  of  the 
Constitutional  power,  if  the  lOih  amendment  had 
never  been  made.  The  people  and  the  Slates 
gave.  Whatever  they  did  not  give,  they  of  course 
retain.  Let  me  remark,  that  this  amendment 
does  not  use  the  language  inaccurately,  in  this  de- 
bate, sometimes  attributed  to  it.  It  does  not  say 
all  is  retained  that  is  not  txpressli/  givea;  but, 
simply,  "all  powers  that  are  not  ddegated  to  the 
United  Slates,  nor  prohibited  to  the  States,  are 
retained,"  &.c.  To  have  used  the  word  '"ex- 
pressly," would  have  been  to  violate  all  rules  of 
construction,  and  to  have  rendered  the  Constitu- 
tion totally  inoperative.  It  was  the  design  of  the 
wise  men  who  framed  the  instrument  that  it 
should  be  construed  by  the  same  rules  that  apply 
to  every  other  grant;  that  the  plain  intent  of  the 
parlies,  to  be  gathered  from  the  words  of  the 
compact  itself,  should  govern  ;  that  the  grant  of 
a  principal  power  should  carry  with  it  all  its  ne- 
cessary incidents,  and  that  the  whole  instrument 
should  be  taken  together,  in  order  to  ascertain  its 
true  meaning. 

These,  sir,  are  the  only  rules  of  construction 
which  I  mean  to  use  ;  this  is  the  utmost  latitude  of 
argument  I  shall  take,  and  I  repeat  again,  that  I 
disclaim  any  exercise  of  the  power,  unless  I  can 
show  it  to  be  ckarly  granted  ;  and  that,  if  I  could 
think  any  constitutional  State  right  violated  by 
it,  I  should  as  instantly  abandon  my  support  of 
the  measure,  as  any  of  tbose  who  now  oppose  it — 
being  determined  never,  in  any  situation  in  which 
I  may  be  placed,  to  yield  to  any  man,  or  set  of 
men,  a  title  to  the  exclusive  appellation  of  defend- 
ers of  State  rights,  or  of  the  Constitution. 

The  powers,  of  which  this  bill  proposes  the  ex- 
ercise, I  conceive  to  be  vested  in  the  Governmeni 
of  the  United  States: 

First,  by  necessary  implication.     They  are  po- 
litical powers  of  legislation,  having  for  their  object 
the  whole  of  the  Union.    If  this  be  a  true  descrip- 
tion of  them,  it  was  evidently  the  intent  of  the 
people  to  vest  them  m  the   United   States,  unless 
they  intended  to  annihilate  them.     It  hai>  been 
shown,  I  think,  conclusively,  that  they  were  not 
retained.     But  the  nature  of  the  powers  in  ques- 
tion is  such  as  will  not  permit  us  to  believe  that  a 
wise  people  intended  to  destroy,  or  suffer  them  to 
lie  dormant.     Can  we  suppose  for  a  moment  that 
powers  to  provide  effectually  for  the  transmission 
of  the  mail,  for  the  march  of  troops,  and  the  car- 
riage of  military  stores,  and  rendering  commercial 
intercourse  easy  between  the  different  States,  are 
such  as  were  intended  never  to  be  brought  into 
action  ?     Yet,  this  must  be  the  result  of  such  a 
construction  as  denies  them  to  the  Gk'neral  Gov- 
ernment ;  for,   I   repeat,   Uie   people  have  not  re- 
tained them,  and,  by  the  compact  we  are  constru- 
ing, the   States  have  deprived   themselves  of  the 
power  of  exerting  them.     Therefore,  unless  they 
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are  found  in  the  Union,  they  are  lost,  utterly  an- 
nihilated. No,  sir ;  powers  so  little  liable  to  abuse, 
(I  might,  without  exaggeration,  say,)  so  incapable 
of  being  abused,  productive  of  so  much  good,  in- 
terfering with  no  civil  right,  so  necessary  to  social 
intercourse,  so  essential  to  the  maintenance  of  the 
Union,  to  its  defence,  and  the  common  prosperity 
of  all  its  members;  such  powers  cannot  be  sup- 
posed to  have  been  designedly  annihilated,  and 
we  may  boldly  pronounce  that  construction  of 
lh«  Federal  compact  to  be  a  false  one  which  sup- 
poses it. 

But  the  question  does  not  rest  wholly  on  an  im- 
plied grant  of  power,  however  strong  that  impli- 
cation may  be.  There  is,  on  the  fairest  and  best 
received  rules  of  construction,  a  clear  grant  of 
each  of  the  powers  contended  for. 

Let  us  take  them  in  their  order,  and  not  attempt, 
as  has  been  erroneously  imputed  to  us,  to  derive 
all  the  three  powers  from  a  single  provision.  We 
shall  thus  take  away  from  the  opposers  of  the  bill 
the  argument  that  its  advocates  must  be  wrong, 
because  they  have  relied  on  different  claijses  of  the 
Constitution  for  the  power  they  contend  for — an 
argument  that  arises  only  from  the  false  position 
which  it  has  been  found  convenient  to  assume. 
That  the  bill  is  intended  to  establish  a  single  pow- 
er, which  they  have  denominated  the  power  of 
making  internal  improvement ;  and  because  no 
authority  could  be  found  for  this  imaginary-power, 
neither  asserted  in  the  bill,  nor  contended  for  by 
those  who  support  it,  we  are  told  that  no  one  of 
the  different  clauses,  which  have  been  relied  on  to 
authorize  the  different  measures  proposed,  being 
sufficient  to  cover  the  whole,  or  to  empower  us  to 
make  a  general  system  of  internal  improvement, 
in  their  sense  of  the  word,  therefore,  the  reliance 
on  so  many  different  parls  of  the  Constitution  is 
evidence  of  error,  which  is  infinite  in  its  aberra- 
tions from  the  singleness  of  truth.  This  is  inge- 
nious reasoning.  But,  to  nut  an  end  to  it  at  once, 
let  us  again  go  to  the  bill.  It  proposes  no  exer- 
cise of  any  one  power,  either  nominally  or  actu- 
ally a  system  for  the  internal  improvement  of  the 
States.     Its  object  is  three-fold  : 

To  provide  the  preparatory  measures  for  here- 
after making  such  canals  and  roads  as  are  neces- 
sary aud  proper; 

For  the  carriage  of  the  mail ; 
For  military  operations ; 

And  for  facilitating  the  commerce  between  the 
States. 

If  we  find  an  authority  to  effect  each  of  these 
objects,  in  different  parts  of  the  Constitution,  it 
will  be  sufficient  for  our  purpose. 

The  clause  respecting  the  Post  Office  power  has 
been  so  often  commented  on,  and  every  word  in  it 
so  curiously  dissected,  that  I  shall  not  enter  the 
lists  in  this  philological  contest.  I  take  a  broader 
ground,  and,  whatever  may  be  the  precise  mean- 
ing of  the  word  establifh^  in  the  language  from 
which  it  is  derived,  or  in  the  strict  sense  of  its 
proper  employment  in  our  own,  I  ask  any  man  of 
plain  understanding  to  consider  the  nature  of  the 
power,  the  certaintv  that  it  cannot  be  exercised 
Dy  the  Slates,  and  tne  improbability  of  its  being 
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intended  to  lie  dormant — then  to  read  the  follow- 
ing provision  :    ••  Congress  shall   have  power  to 
establish  post  offices  and  post  roads  ;"  and  to  de- 
termine for  himself,  whether  this  grant  of  power, 
made  under  such  circumstances,  was  not  intended 
to  give  to  the  United  States  the  general  direction, 
the  complete  control  of  the  Post  Office  Establish- 
ment; whether  any  thing  essential  to  its  exercise 
was  intended  to  be  reserved;  in  other  words,  whe- 
ther it  was  not  a  comple  transmission  of  the  pow- 
er in  all  its  parts  to  the  grantees  ?     If  this  be  an- 
swered in  the  affirmative — and  can  there  be  a 
doubt  that  it  must  be — it  follows  as  a  necessary 
consequence,  one  repeatedly  admitted  in  debate, 
(and  indeed  so  clearly  provided  for  in  the  Consti- 
tution as  not  to  be  denied,)  that  the  incidental 
power  of  doing  every  thing  necessary  and  proper 
to  execute  the  principal  one,  passed  with  it.    What 
is  the  principal   power?     The  regular  and  safe 
transmission  of  the  mail  to  every  part  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.     What  is  required  for  this  transmis- 
sion ?   Of  necessity,  roads  ;  for  convenience,  good 
and  direct  roads.     What  does  the  bill  propose  ? 
To  provide  such  roads  as  are  necessary  and  proper 
for  the  conveyance  of  the  mail ;  therefore,  demon- 
strably, logically,  the  bill  assumes  no  power  not 
given  under  this  head  by  the  Constitution.     We 
do  not  assume  the  right  of  jurisdiction,  nor  the 
right  of  making  roads  where  they  exist.    The  true 
argument  lies  in  a  narrow  compass  ;  we  have  the 
right  to  transmit  the  mail,  it  cannot  be  transmit- 
ted at  all  without  roads,  nor  conveniently,  with- 
out good  and  direct  roads.     Therefore,  by  virtue 
of  the  ancillary  powers  expressly  given,  we  may 
make  roads  where  there  are  none,  and  repair  them 
where  they  are  bad. 

Where  sufficient  roads  already  exist,  it  would 
be  neither  necessary  nor  proper  to  make  others; 
and  it  would  be  both  a  breach  of  our  Constitu- 
tional duty,  and  of  the  principles  on  which  this 
bill  is  framed,  to  assume  that  power.  This  is  all, 
sir,  I  shall  say  as  to  the  Constitutional  clause  re- 
specting post  offices  and  post  roads.  And  I  hope 
it  is  sufficient,  on  a  fair  construction  of  it,  to  show 
that  the  power  of  making  such  roads  is  one  of 
those  evidently  intended  to  be  vested  in  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States,  and  not  retained,  be- 
cause impossible  to  be  executed  by  the  States 
individually. 

Another  object  of  this  bill  is  to  provide  such 
roads  and  canals,  and  only  such,  (in  this  view,) 
as  are  necessary  for  the  purposes  of  defence.  This 
power  is  so  evidently  given,  that  I  believe  it  has 
been  generally  conceded  to  exist.  It  has,  indeed, 
been  exercised  in  different  parts  of  the  Union  to  a 
great  extent,  and  has  not  excited,  that  I  have 
heard,  the  slightest  sensation.  A  road  of  this  de- 
scription was  made  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
from  the  St.  Lawrence  to  Lake  Champlain  ;  an- 
other from  Nashville  to  New  Orleans.  Yet,  no 
one  imagined  that  the  President,  who,  I  believe, 
directed  the  one  of  these  operations,  and  the  Con- 
gress, which  provided  for  the  other,  had  exceeded 
their  powers.  Happy  would  it  have  been  for  the 
honor,  for  the  safely,  and  the  finances  of  the 
country,  if,  previous  to  the  late  war,  this  power 
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had  been  more  generally  exercised.  The  igno- 
minious surrender  of  a  whole  territory — the  lives 
of  thousands  of  brave  men,  and  an  incalculable 
expense  in  transportation,  would  have  been  spared. 
Sir,  we  have  heard,  and  the  fact  is  undoubted, 
that,  when  provisions  did  reach  your  men  on  the 
Erie  and  Michigan  frontier,  they  lost  more  than 
ten  times  their  original  price  in  transportation  ; 
that  frequently  the  loads  were  so  long  on  the 
route  as  to  be  totally  consumed  for  the  necessary 
food  of  the  conductors:  and  perhaps  it  would  be 
no  great  exaggeration  to  say  that  your  artillery 
cost  nearly  its  weight  in  silver  before  it  arrived 
on  the  field  of  action.  This  power,  then,  has 
been  either  not  at  all  or  very  faintly  denied.  But 
a  singular  objection  is  raised  to  its  exercise — that, 
if  constructed,  these  roads  and  canals  will  be  used 
for  the  purposes  of  internal  commerce,  and  for 
the  conveyance  of  the  mail.  Now,  as  Congress 
have  no  power,  according  to  these  gentlemen,  to 
make  po^t  roads  or  commercial  canals,  we  are 
told  that  the  Constitution  forbids  the  mail  coach 
to  rattle  over  a  military  road,  or  a  commercial 
cargo  to  be  wafted  over  a  miliiary  canal.  If  this 
be  true,  it  is  unfortunate  for  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
erafs  Department  and  for  the  merchants ;  but  it 
is  surely  no  argument  against  the  power  to  con- 
struct military  roads  and  military  canals,  that,  by 
a  wicked  abuse  of  power,  they  may  afterwards 
serve  the  most  unconstitutional  and  impolitic  and 
ruinous  purpose  of  transmitting  the  mail  or  in- 
creasing the  commerce  between  the  different 
States.  If  what  is  meant  be,  that  this  power, 
which  is  acknowledged,  may  serve  as  a  pretext 
for  the  exercise  of  others  which  are  denied,  I 
answer  again,  that  this  would  be  an  abuse  of 
power  which  ought  not  to  be  supposed,  and  cannot 
justly  be  reasoned  from.  When  we  perform  these 
operations  for  military  purposes  they  must  be  bona 
fide  such.  And  I,  for  one,  sir,  shall  surely  not 
regret  if,  in  its  consequences,  the  commerce  and 
convenience,  as  well  as  the  defence,  of  the  Union 
is  promoted  by  them. 

The  bill  also  assumes  the  right  of  making  roads 
and  canals  for  facilitating  the  commerce  between 
the  States ;  and  this  branch  of  the  subject  has 
excited  the  greatest  degree  of  opposition,  and  the 
greatest  talent  and  ingenuity  in  the  debate.  The 
argument  has  chiefly  turned  on  the  word  "regu- 
late," used  in  making  the  grant  of  power  over  the 
commerce  between  the  States.  I  shall  here,  as  in 
the  former  instance,  forbear  any  attempt  at  etymo- 
logical disquisition,  or  nice  inquiries  into  deriva- 
tion;  I  pursue  the  only,  the  true  inquiry — What, 
from  the  nature  of  the  case,  and  the  whole  tenor 
of  the  instrument,  appears  to  have  been  the  intent 
of  the  parties?  VVhat  sense  would  a  man  of 
plain  good  understanding,  not  a  professed  gram- 
marian, critic,  or  philologist,  affix  to  it?  The 
instrument  was  made  by  the  people,  and  for  their 
use;  the  popular,  not  the  learned  signification  of 
the  terra  must  therefore  be  sought.  We  mav  be 
aided  in  this  search,  not  only  by  the  import  or  the 
whole  instrument  and  by  a  consideration  of  the 
purposes  for  which  it  was  formed,  but  by  the  con- 
struction, 1  mean  the  practical  construction,  that 
was  put  on  it  after  it  went  into  operation. 


No  man  has  a  higher  idea  than  I  have  of  the 
talents  and  extensive  political  views  employed  in 
the  work  that  has  been  so  frequently  quoted  here 
to  illustrate  the  meaning  of  ditferent  parts  of  the 
Constitution ;  but  I  always  read  such  works,  as 
well  as  the  debates  of  the  Convention,  with  some 
diminution  of  confidence,  when  I  reflect  that  every 
man  at  that  period,  of  any  talent,  was  enli.«ted  on 
one  side  or  the  other,  in  the  great  question  whether 
the  Constitution  should  be  adopted  or  not.  All 
the  writings  of  that  day  are  arguments;  the  friends 
of  the  measure  softened,  its  enemies  exaggerated, 
all  the  powers  of  the  proposed  Government ;  and 
it  seems  to  me,  that  arguments  made  under  such 
circumstances  are  not  calculated  to  produce  the 
same  respect  that  the  great  names  of  Madison, 
Henry,  Jay,  and  Hamilton,  would  otherwise  in- 
spire. 

It  is  not,  therefore,  to  the  Federalist,  or  to  the 
debates  in  the  conventions,  that  we  should  recur 
for  instructive  commentaries  on  our  Constitution; 
like  most  other  commentaries,  they  frequently  ob- 
scure the  text ;  but  the  practical  construction  is 
not  liable  to  these  objection.^,  and  on  the  point 
before  us  is  capable  ot  afibrding  the  greatest  in- 
struction. 

Seldom  did  a  Grovernraent  go  into  operation 
under  more  trying  circumstances;  it  had  been 
adopted  by  bare  majorities  in  several  of  the  States. 
The  opposition  to  it  was  soured  by  ill  succes.s,  and 
embittered  by  the  acrimonious  debates  it  had  oc- 
casioned ;  its  friends,  the  most  violent  and  incon- 
siderate part  of  them  at  least,  were  elated  by  their 
triumph,  and  were  supposed  to  nourish  ulterior 
views,  of  changes  leading  to  consolidation,  to  he- 
reditary office,  and  other  measures  inconsistent 
with  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  Constitution  they 
had  established.  Leaders  of  both  these  parties 
were  elected  in  the  two  legislative  branches,  and 
there  (as  was  inevitable)  two  parties  were  formed, 
each  suspecting  the  other  of  views  hostile  to  the 
Government.  The  one  by  increasing  its  powers 
by  construction,  until  the  State  authorities  were 
destroyed,  and,  as  one  of  the  means  of  doing  it, 
giving  improper  energy  and  influence  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive branch — the  other  by  encroachment  of  the 
State  powers  on  those  of  the  Federal  head,  and 
reducing  it  again  to  the  imbecility  of  the  Confed- 
eration. While  each  party  believed  the  other 
actuated  by  such  motives,  the  utmost  jealousy  of 
every  measure  proposed  by  either,  was  inevitable, 
particularly  in  the  first  few  years  after  it  went  into 
operation,  when  a  permanent  character  was  to  be 
impressed  by  the  measures  it  should  adopt. 

I  speak,  sir,  of  the  scenes  which  immediately 
preceded  and  followed  the  adoption  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, with  perfect  recollection.  I  saw  it  spring 
into  existence,  and  was  witness  to  the  pangs  and 
throes  which  gave  it  birth  ;  the  great  change  was 
not  produced  without  struggles  that  had  nearly 
convulsed  the  nation  to  its  extinction  ;  private  in- 
terest, State  pride,  local  views,  fears  of  unknown 
changes,  a  dread  of  the  encroaching  nature  of 
Executive  power,  and  of  military  establishments, 
and  a  sincere  but  mistaken  idea  that  the  individ- 
ual States  would  soon  fall  a  sacrifice  to  the  con- 
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solidated  power  of  the  whole,  arrayed  a  great  and 
powerful  party  against  the  establishment  before  it 
took  place  ;  and.  subsequently,  continued  to  oper- 
ate, though  in  a  less  degree. 

A  very  short  time  afterwards  I  was  honored 
with  a  seat  in  this  House,  and  found  myself  asso- 
ciated with  men  who  thought  themselves  called 
on,  by  w^hat  they  believed  the  views  of  their  oppo- 
nents against  the  independence  of  the  States,  to 
observe,  with  the  most  jealous  care,  every  measure 
that  could,  in  the  remotest  degree,  affect  them. 
That  these  suspicions  might,  in  the  warmth  of 
party  feeling,  have,  in  some  instances,  been  carried 
too  far,  may,  perhaps,  in  the  candor  of  cooler  mo- 
ments, be  admitted;  but  certainly  they  cannot 
with  justice,  be  accused  of  any  want  of  attention 
to  every  appearance  of  encroachment,  or  of  the 
want  of  courage  to  oppose  it;  nor  was  the  ability 
to  discover,  or  the  talent,  when  discovered,  to  ex- 
pose any  such  measures,  wanting  in  the  men  of 
whom  I  speak. 

We  had  Madison,  whose  energy  of  thought 
formed  a  singular  contrast  with  his  mildness  of 
language  and  the  suavity  of  his  manners,  who 
always  addressed  himself' at  once  to  the  under- 
standing of  his  hearers,  without  any  treacherous 
attempt  on  their  interest  or  passions;  whose  com- 

Erehensive  mind  embraced  every  possible  view  of 
is  subject,  and  whose  patient  investigation  left 
no  argument  unanswered,  no  sophism  undetected, 
no  false  position  unrefuted  :  Madison,  whose  works 
are,  even  in  his  life  time,  consulted  as  the  oracles 
of  truth,  and  whose  fame  will  survive  while  ad- 
mirers can  be  found  for  genius,  patriotism,  and 
virtue. 

Gallatin,  a  host  in  himself,  one  of  the  most 
extraordinary  examples  of  the  power  of  genius, 
guided  by  integrity  and  pure  political  principles- 
eloquent,  and  often  irresistible,  in  a  language  not 
bis  own — inferior  to  no  native  in  a  knowledge  of 
the  laws  and  Constitution  of  his  adopted  country  ; 
he  stood  among  the  first  of  those  who  then  thought 
themselves  specially  called  on  to  defend  them. 

We  had  Giles,  who,  to  an  unrivalled  talent  for 
debate,  added  a  most  extensive  knowledge  of  the 
bearing  of  each  part  of  the  Government  on  the 
whole,  a  stock  of  political  information,  ready  to 
be  called  into  use  on  demand,  and  an  independ- 
ence of  spirit  and  political  courage,  perfectly  re- 
gardless of  l>ersonal  consequence  ;  a  gentleman  I 
may  be  permitted  to  add,  whose  absence  from  the 
councils  of  the  nation  will  always  be  felt  when- 
ever they  are  occupied  with  a  Constitutional 
question. 

There  was  another,  who  still  enjoys  the  unin- 
terrupted confidence  of  his  countrymen,  in  another 
branch  of  this  Legislature :  when  I  say  that  I 
mean  the  Cato  of  republicanism,  whose  delenda 
est  was  applied  to  every  abuse,  every  extrava- 
gance, and  every  species  of  corruption,  I  need  not 
write  the  name  of  Macon  under  the  picture. 

In  speaking  of  those  who  were  considered  as 
the  champions  of  State  rights,  and  the  firm  op- 
posers  of  consolidation,  it  is  impossible  not  to  re- 
member the  name  of  Nicholas,  than  whom  a  bet- 
ter man,  a  sounder  politician  never  lived,  nor  a 


more  independent  spirit  ever  quitted  this  world 
for  a  better. 

There  is  yet  one,  sir,  to  whom  I  must  allodc, 
although  I  do  it  at  the  risk  of  offending  the  deli- 
cacy ot  an  honorable  member  of  this  House,  then 
in  the  vigor  of  youth  ;  he  joined  indefatigable  ex- 
ertion to  that  enthusiastic  love  of  liberty  which 
will  never  leave  him  but  with  life;  he  was  the 
Murat  of  the  party  ;  he  disdained  defensive  war- 
fare ;  and,  wherever  the  measures  of  our  opponents 
were  assailable,  he  made  them  feel  the  keen  edge 
of  his  satire,  or  the  irresistible  charge  of  his  argu- 
ment. 

With  these  men  I  went,  sir— SW  non  passibus 
(fquis.  They  surpassed  me  in  every  thing  but  a 
sincere  love  of  the  Constitution,  and  an  ardent 
zeal  in  its  defence.  My  vanity,  however,  is  satis- 
fied with  the  idea  that  my  name  will  sometimes 
be  as.sociated  with  theirs,  without  the  slightest 
pretension  that  my  utmost  exertions  in  the  same 
cause  will  be  ever  compared  to  the  least  of  theirs. 
To  these  might  be  added  many  others,  who  gave 
occasional  assistance  in  debate,  and  a  list  of  wor- 
thies, who,  like  the  ^^  fortemque  Gyam  fortemque  Clo- 
anthum^^  of  the  Poet,  may  be  characterized  by  an 
epithet  common  to  them  all — they  were  good  men 
and  true,  whose  names  stand  on  your  Journals 
in  goodly  columns,  to  record  the  firm  negative 
with  which  they  made  the  Hall  resound,  whenever 
any  proposition  was  made  that  might  be  construed 
into  an  attack  on  State  rights,  or  that  squinted 
towards  consolidation. 

Such  were  the  men,  «ir,  who  conceived  them- 
selves called  on,  by  every  motive  of  principle  and 
patriotism,  to  prevent  aiiy  false  construction  of  the 
powers  of  the  General  Government,  particularly 
such  as  was  calculated  to  increase  those  powers. 
Their  zeal  was  increased,  and  their  talents  kept 
constantly  in  exercise,  by  daily  collision  with  men, 
whose  talents,  and  genius,  and  eloquence,  made 
them  worthy  to  enter  the  lists  with  those  I  have 
described.  The  minds  of  those  who  had  to  grap- 
ple with  Ames,  and  Bayard,  and  Harper,  and  Otis, 
and  Dexter,  were  not  suffered  to  rust  in  idleness ; 
every  faculty  was  sharpened,  and  pride  and  emu- 
lation united  with  a  sense  of  duty  in  making  these 
watchmen  alert  on  their  posts. 

Yet,  sir,  it  was  at  this  time,  and  by  these  men, 
under  such  circumstances,  that  the  practical  con- 
struction to  which  I  now  return,  was  established. 
The  Constitution  gives  to  Congress  "  power  to 
regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations,  and 
among  the  several  States,  and  with  the  Indian 
tribes."  This  was  among  the  first  powers  that 
came  to  be  exercised  by  this  Grovernment.  The 
regulation  of  three  kinds  of  commerce  was  given 
to  it :  foreign  commerce,  commerce  between  the 
States,  and  commerce  with  the  Indian  tribes.  It 
is  obvious,  that  no  more  power  is  given  in  relation 
to  any  one  of  them,  than  to  the  other  two.  If 
regulate  means  only  (in  its  strictest  sense,)  to  re- 
strain by  laws  or  rules,  in  the  one,  it  must  have  the 
same  meaning  as  to  the  others.  If,  on  the  con- 
trary, as  to  any  one,  it  may  signify  not  only  such 
restriction,  but  also  a  general  superintendence,  ex- 
tending to  every  species  of  legislation  necessary 
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for  the  subject,  then  the  same  liberal  constructioD 
must  be  extended  to  the  others — because,  neither 
in  the  clause  oor  the  context,  is  there  found  the 
slightest  distinction.  The  inquiry  then,  now  is, 
whether  a  practical  construction  has  been  put  ou 
any  of  the  three  powers  given  by  this  clause. 

The  subject  that  most  pressed  on  the  attention 
of  Congress,  in  its  early  sessions,  was  the  regula- 
tion of  foreign  commerce.  If  they  had  considered 
the  power  as  confined  to  regulation,  in  the  strict 
sense  now  contended  for,  they  would  have  con- 
fined themselves  to  the  passage  of  laws  declaring 
in  what  manner  the  revenue  arising  from  it  should 
be  collected,  in  what  ships  it  should  be  carried  on, 
and  to  what  ports,  and  from  what  countries,  with- 
out daring  to  do  any  thing  that  was  merely  calcu- 
lated to  facilitate  or  extend  it.  But,  the  very  re- 
verse was  the  fact— one  of  the  first  acts  passed,  I 
think  in  the  first  session,  and  annually  renewed 
for  some  time  after,  was  one  taking  charge  of  all 
the  buoys,  beacons,  lighthouses,  and  piers,  which 
had  been  established  by  the  States.  Now,  sir,  if 
rtgvlate  does  not  extend  beyond  the  restriction  by 
rules,  as  gentlemen  now  tell  us,  if  it  cannot,  with- 
out a  violation  of  the  Constitution,  be  extended, 
so  as  to  embrace  the  idea  of  promoting  and  pro- 
tecting, by  what  authority  were  these  acts  passed  ? 
What  were  the  Madisons  and  Gallatins,  and  the 
Gileses,  and  the  other  faithful  guardians  of  the 
Constitution,  then  doing  ?  Were  they  asleep  on 
their  posts,  when  this  daring  inroad  was  made  on 
the  Slate  rights?  What !  suffer  the  State  light- 
houses, the  State  piers,  the  State  buoys,  and  the 
Stale  beacons,  to  be  taken  by  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, without  a  word,  when  they  had  no  other 
power  than  they  could  derive  under  the  word  reg- 
xdaU  !  No,  sir  ;  they  were  not  negligent  of  their 
duty.  If  they  could  have  imagined  that  a  doubt 
could  have  been  entertained  as  to  the  rightful  exer- 
cise of  the  power,  depend  on  it,  that  doubt  would 
have  been  raised.  The  party,  sir,  was  not  with- 
out its  minute  philosophers.  VVe  had  our  etymol- 
ogists and  philologists — ay,  sir,  our  hair  splitters, 
and  megsurers  of  syllables,  as  well  as  other  assem- 
blies-iand,  if  it  could  have  occurred  to  them,  that 
the  States  would  be  ruined  by  saving  them  the 
expense  of  these  establishments,  or  that  the  power 
was  doubtful,  be  assured  that  not  a  letter  com- 
posing the  word  regtUate  would  have  escaped  ex- 
amination. It  would  have  been  traced  to  its  root, 
and  the  verb  regulo  would  have  been  danced 
through  all  its  moods  and  tenses,  to  show  that  ils 
signification  was  to  restrain,  not  to  promote  or 
facilitate.  Then  our  logicians  would  have  taken 
up  the  argument,  and  said,  We  have  only  a  power, 
(as  has  been  demonstrated  by  the  philologists,)  to 
restrain.  But,  lighthouses  and  piers  facilitate. 
To  facilitate  is  not  to  restrain — therefore,  we  have 
no  right  to  build  lighthouses,  which  was  to  l>e  de- 
monstrated. But,  sir,  not  one  word  of  all  this 
fine  learning  and  research  was  heard.  The  gram- 
marians and  the  word-mongers  and  the  Constitu- 
tional watchmen  and  the  guardians  of  State  rights, 
were  silent — and  the  buoys  and  piers  and  light- 
houses were  taken  under  the  protection  of  "the 
United    States  without  a  single  negative.     The 


measure  passed  with  as  little  ceremony  or  opposi- 
tion as  a  motion  does  here  toadjourn  at  four  o'clock  I 
It  not  only  passed  once,  but  was  yearly  repeated, 
and  always  without  exciting  any  doubts  or  fears. 
It  passed,  not  only  with  respect  to  the  first  object 
of  the  clause,  foreign  commerce,  but  in  a  more 
striking  degree,  as  respects  the  last,  the  trade  with 
the  Indian  tribes.  This  has  undergone  every  de- 
gree of  legislation  of  which  the  subject  was  capa- 
ble, and  always,  it  is  believed,  without  any  fears 
of  infringing  the  Constitution. 

Now,  sir,  this  brings  us  to  the  dilemma  of  de- 
claring all  this  uniform  course  of  legislation,  from 
the  esublishmeut  of  the  Constitution  to  the  pres- 
ent lime,  our  own  acts  and  those  of  our  predeces- 
sors, to  be  unconstitutional  and  void;  lor  not  a 
session  has  passed,  nor  will  this  pass,  without  pro- 
viding for  those  very  piers,  lighthouses,  and  bea- 
cons. We  must,  I  say,  declare  every  Congress, 
every  President,  since  ihe  first  institution  of  the 
Government,  including  ourselves,  to  have  been 
guilty  of  deliberate  annual  breaches  of  the  Con- 
stitution ;  or  we  must  decide  that  we  have  the 
power  contemplated  by  this  bill.  For  the  power 
in  relation  to  foreign  commerce  is  the  same  as 
that  given  in  relation  to  commerce  between  the 
States.  It  is  contained  in  the  same  sentence,  and 
the  same  verb  governs  both  members  of  the  phrase. 
If,  then,  this  phrase  gives  the  power  to  facilitate 
foreign  commerce  by  building  piers  and  seawalls, 
why  does  it  not  equally  give  the  right  of  facilitat- 
ing and  promoting  commerce  between  the  States, 
by  cutting  canals?  If  even  a  colorable  answer 
can  be  given  to  this  question,  I  abandon  the  mea- 
sure. But,  although  put  cursorily  in  the  debate, 
by  the  honorable  Speaker,  I  have  heard  no  dis- 
tinction attempted.  We  have,  indeed,  been  told, 
that  the  establishments  for  foreign  commerce  are 
on  the  seaboard.  This  is  not  always  the  fact. 
The  piers  of  the  Delaware  are  within  the  body  of 
the  Stale — part  of  some  county.  So,  indeed,  are 
all  these  buildings.  But,  if  it  were  true,  what  is 
the  consequence?  The  locality  does  not  alter  the 
right;  and,  if  strictly  examined,  it  will  be  found 
that  many  of  these  establishments  are  in  places  in 
which  they  are  principally  useful  for  the  trade 
between  the  States,  and,  in  some,  where  there  is 
no  foreign  commerce,  as  the  lighthouse  on  Lake 
Pontchartrain,  and  others  that  might  be  named. 
The  power,  then,  has  been  exercised  in  favor  of 
the  internal  State  commerce,  as  well  as  the 
foreign. 

I  rely  more  on  this  practical  construction,  be- 
cause a  majority  of  the  phalanx  of  great  names  I 
have  enumerated,  and  who  sanctioned  it  by  their 
silence,  were  from  Virginia.  Virginia  !  then,  as 
she  is  now,  the  bulwark  of  Stale  rights.  Virgin- 
ia!  then,  as  she  is  now,  represented  by  some  of 
the  highest  abilities.  Virginia!  always  foremost 
in  defence  of  the  Constitution.  And  I  say  those 
precedents  cannot  be  wrong — that  constructioa 
cannot  be  false — which  were  made  by  the  dis- 
tinguished Representatives  of  that  distinguished 
State. 

But  it  is  objected  that  this  power  cannot  have 
been  intended  to  have  passed  to  the  General  Got- 
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ernraent,  because,  in  its  exercise,  it  is  liable  to  the 
greatest  abuse.  What!  say  gentlemen,  shall  the 
United  States  have  power  to  take  away  my  land  for 
a  road,  or  divert  the  water  from  my  mill,  for  a  ca- 
nal ?  Shall  they  have  power  lo  seize  on  the  State 
works,  empty  the  feeders  of  State  canals,  drain  off 
Lake  Drummond,  and  change  the  course  of  the 
Roanoke?  The  answer  to  this  has  been  given. 
They  have  power  to  do  nothing  but  that  which  is 
necessary  and  proper  for  the  end.  These  acts 
would  be  unnecessary  and  improper;  therefore, 
they  have  no  right  to  do  them.  But  the  power  as 
to  foreign  commerce  is  equally  extensive,  equally 
liable  to  abuse.  They  have  no  more  right  to  take 
land  for  canals  than  they  have  to  take  it  for  light- 
Louses  ;  yet,  whenever  land  for  that  purpose  has 
been  wanted,  they  have  purchased  it.  If,  then, 
the  lawi  protect  us  against  encroachment  on  the 
seaboard,  why  should  we  doubt  their  efficacy  in 
the  interior?  All  powers  are  liable  to  abuse. 
Most  of  those  vested  in  Congress  are  so  in  a  much 
greater  degree  than  this.  The  power  of  taxation 
may  leave  nothing  to  support  the  State  govern- 
ments. The  acknowledged  power  over  foreign 
commerce  may  be  so  exercised  as  to  produce  the 
greatest  oppression.  It  can  never,  then,  be  made 
the  objection  to  the  constitutionality  of  a  measure 
to  say  that  it  is  liable  to  abuse. 

We  are  asked,  sir,  if  these  powers  were  intended 
to  be  given,  why  were  they  not  clearly  expressed  ? 
Why  was  it  not  said,  in  so  many  words.  Congress 
shall  have  power  to  make  roads  and  canals  ?  The 
answer  is  easy.  It  is  a  characteristic  of  the  Con- 
stitution that  it  deals  in  general  expressions,  and 
avoids  details  as  much  as  possible,  for  the  plain 
reason  that  all  cases  could  not  be  expressed,  and 
that  the  expression  of  one  might  be  argued  into 
an  exclusion  of  another  power  equally  intended 
to  pass  by  the  general  words;  as  in  the  present 
case,  if  the  power  had  been  expressly  added  to  the 
clause  of  making  canals  to  facilitate  commerce, 
and  hereafter  some  improvement,  such  as  railways 
or  inclined  planes,  should  be  found  more  conveni- 
ent, the  power  to  make  them  might  be  doubted, 
on  account  of  the  express  power  given  to  make 
canals.  But  I  think  it  has  been  sufficiently  shown, 
that,  without  recourse  to  implication,  the  grant  of 
all  these  powers  is  sufficiently  established. 

We  are  next  told,  that  the  point  being  at  least 
doubtful,  we  must  resort  to  contemporaneous  expo- 
sition ;  and  we  are,  as  usual,  referred  to  the  num- 
bers of  the  Federalist,  and  to  the  debates  of  the 
Convention.  The  reasons  for  receiving  these  com- 
mentaries with  some  allowance  have  l>een  already 
stated  ;  but,  in  the  present  instance,  the  passage 
of  the  Federalist  so  often  quoted  may  with  as  much 
propriety  be  construed  to  mean  that  the  roads  and 
canals  of  which  he  speaks  are  to  be  the  work  as 
well  of  the  General  Government  as  of  the  States ; 
and  as  to  debates,  we  find  that  in  the  New  York 
Convention  at  least,  the  power  we  contend  for 
supposed  to  be  given  ;  for  an  amendment  was  ex- 
pressly proposed,  and  rejected,  for  its  limitation. 
But  we  deny  the  premises  of  this  objection.  The 
text,  we  contend,  is  express,  and  the  commenta- 
ries are  introduced  lo  make  it  doubtful. 


After  one  or  two  other  objections,  the  answers 
to  which  have  been  anticipated,  we  are  told  that 
Mr.  Jefferson  recommended  an  amendment  to  the 
Constitution,  in  order  to  obtain  the  powers  in 
question,  and  that  both  Mr.  Madison  and  Mr. 
Monroe  have  rejected  bills  passed  for  that  purpose, 
because  they  supposed  them  unconstitutional. 

[To  show  the  first  circumstance  incorrectly 
stated,  Mr.  Livingston  read  the  Message  of  Mr. 
Jefferson.]  It  appears,  he  said^  from  this,  that  the 
great  statesman  whose  authority  is  relied  on,  and 
certainly  none  is  entitled  to  more  respect,  recom- 
mended several  objects  of  internal  improvement, 
among  which  were  roads  and  canals,  and  others 
not  within  any  of  the  powers  granted  to  Congress, 
such  as  a  national  system  of  education,  and  he 
only  recommends  an  amendment  to  embrace  such 
of  the  powers  as  are  not  vested  in  Congress — most 
clearly  indicating  that  the  others,  to  wit,  the  roads 
and  canals,  were.  It  is  true,  that  the  two  next 
Presidents,  Mr.  Madison  and  Mr.  Monroe,  did  re- 
turn bills  on  this  subject,  but  these  bills  contained, 
each  of  them,  provisions  different  from  this.  And 
from  the  language  of  Mr.  Madison's  previous  Mes- 
sage, we  must  conclude  that  these  details,  not  the 
principles  assumed  by  the  bill  now  before  us,  were 
the  reason  of  his  objection  ;  for  he,  in  that  Mes- 
sage says :  "And  I  particularly  invite  again  their 
'  attention  [of  Congress]  to  the  expediency  of  ex- 
'  ercising  their  existing  powers,  and,  where  necessary, 
'  of  resorting  to  the  prescribed  mode  of  enlarging 
'  them,  in  order  to  effectuate  a  comprehensive  sys- 
'  tern  of  roads  and  canals,  such  as  will  have  the 
'  effect  of  drawing  more  closely  together  every 
'  part  of  our  country,  by  promoting  intercourse 
'  and  improvements,  and  by  increasing  the  share 
'  of  every  part  in  the  common  stock  of  national 
'  prosperity." 

And  Mr.  Monroe  clearly  admits  the  power, 
though  he  does  not  derive  it  from  the  same  source 
that  most  of  its  other  advocates  have  relied  on. 
But  give  the  objection  its  most  extensive  interpre- 
tation ;  if  it  should  prove  that  two  Presidents  have 
thought  the  measure  unwarranted  by  any  express 
power,  it  also  proves  that  large  majorities  in  both 
branches  of  the  Legislature  have,  whenever  it  was 
submitted  to  them,  entertained  a  different  opinion, 
and,  as  far  as  Executive  authority  goes,  we  have 
its  unequivocal  opinion  of  the  expediency  of  the 
measure. 

But,  it  is  repeated,  this  is  a  local  measure,  origi- 
nating in  local  views,  and  will  be  executed  for  the 
benefit  of  a  part  of  the  Union  only. 

It  seems  hardly  just  or  reasonable  thus  to  charac- 
terize a  measure  recommended  by  three  successive 
Presidents,  during  a  period  of  more  than  twenty 
vears,  and  acted  upon  by  several  successive  Legis- 
latures ;  and,  whatever  may  be  the  private  views 
of  any  of  those  who  support  it,  those  views  can 
form  no  just  ground  of  opposition,  if  the  measure 
be  in  itself  good.  If  what  is  meant  be,  that  it  is 
intended,  and  will  operate  exclusively  for  the  ben- 
efit of  certain  parts  of  the  Union,  without  result- 
ing in  any  good  to  the  whole,  I  answer,  this  must 
depend  on  the  manner  in  which  the  power  shall 
be  directed   to  be  executed  by  a  subsequent  billj 
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that  all  local  views,  if  any  should  then  i>uggest 
inexpedient  works,  will  be  defeated  by  the  wisdom 
of  our  successors ;  that  this  would  be  an  abuse  of 
power,  and  that  the  possibility  of  such  abuse  is  no 
argument  against  its  existence.  Besides,  sir,  how 
can  this  argument  be  reconciled  to  that  which 
supposes  the  exercise  of  this  power  wiihin  any 
State  so  ruinous  as  almost  to  justify  resistance  ? 
But,  if  the  argument  consist  in  asserting  that  the 
execution  of  the  contemplated  works  must  pro- 
duce a  greater  advantage  to  the  places  in  their  vi- 
cinity than  to  others  more  remote,  the  assertion  is 
undoubtedly  true  ;  but  every  legislative  act,  with- 
out exception,  is  unequal  in  the  benefits  or  in- 
convenience of  its  operation,  and  we  must  cease 
to  legislate  if  the  power  can  be  legally  exercised 
only  by  preserving  a  perfect  equality  in  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  good  and  evil  of  legislation.  We 
must  have  no  ports  of  entry  because  of  the  ad- 
vantage the  proprietors  of  stores  and  houses,  situ- 
ated there,  will  derive  from  it.  No  seat  of  gov- 
ernment, no  county  towns,  must  be  established  by 
the  different  States.  No  public  buildings  must  be 
erected,  because  the  lands  in  their  vicinity  will  be 
augmented  in  value.  No  officers  must  be  appoint- 
ed, because  of  the  advantage  they  derive  from 
their  salaries. 

Leaving  the  Constitutional  objections,  those 
who  oppose  the  bill  are  the  most  vehement  when 
they  approach  the  question  of  expediency.  If  one 
tenth  part  of  the  evils  they  predict  could  reason- 
ably be  apprehended,  we  ought  not  (although  con- 
vinced of  the  power)  to  exercise  it.  Tyranny, 
oppression,  seizure  of  private  property,  annihilation 
of  State  rights,  breach  of  the  Union,  ruin  and 
desolation  to  the  whole  empire;  these  are  de- 
nounced to  us  in  all  the  vehemence  of  irresistible 
elocution  as  the  inevitable  consequences  of  the 
measure  we  propose.  But,  though  frequently  urged, 
the  means  by  which  these  dreadful  predictions  are 
to  be  accomplished  are  not  revealed.  Oracular 
language  has  always  been  obscure;  and  we  are 
left  to  conjecture  how  a  measure,  of  all  others  the 
least  calculated  to  excite  alarm,  the  least  liable  to 
abuse  in  its  execution,  and  inevitably  accompanied 
by  the  greatest  local  advantages  to  the  Slates  into 
which  it  must  be  carried  into  effect,  should  provoke 
the  jealousy,  or  cause  the  ruin  of  those  States; 
how  the  promotion  of  commerce  between  the  dif- 
ferent members  of  the  Union,  providing  for  the 
daily  social  intercourse  of  their  inhabitants,  estab- 
lishing effectual  means  for  their  common  defence, 
and  binding  them  in  the  chain  of  mutual  benefits, 
can  cause  thek  separation.  Some,  indeed,  have 
lifted  a  corner  of  the  veil,  and  given  two  di.stinct 
theories,  on  the  establishment  of  which  they  found 
(I  confess  I  cannot  comprehend  in  what  manner) 
the  accomplishment  of  these  awful  results. 

First,  we  are  told  that  the  latent  vice  of  the 
Constitution,  the  fatal  disease  under  which  it  must 
finally  fall,  is  an  excess  of  power  given  to  the 
General  Government,  enabling  it  to  encroach  on 
those  of  the  States,  and  annihilate  them  in  con- 
solidation. 

This  is  a  revival  of  the  old  bugbear  that  fright- 
ened us  in  our  political  infancy.     It  was  the  pre- 


diction of  the  anti-federalists  who  opposed  the  po- 
litical union  of  the  States  under  our  present  happy 
Government,  as  it  is  now  of  those  who  oppose 
their  commercial,  social,  and  defensive  union  un- 
der the  means  now  proposed.  Forty  years  have 
elapsed  without  the  most  remote  indication  that 
the  first  prophecy  was  about  to  be  accomplished: 
and  I  trust,  sir,  that  thousands  of  year.**  will  roll 
on  in  prosperity  and  union  without  fulfilling  the 
second. 

I  entertain  the  greatest  respect  for  the  opinions 
of  those  who  entertain  those  fears;  but  I  cannot 
participate  in  them.  Unless  I  am  greatly  mistaken, 
they  arise  from  a  false  conception  of  the  nature  of 
our  Government,  from  a  want  of  due  attention  to 
its  structure  and  component  parts.  Were  the 
powers  of  the  Constitution  vested  in  a  single  man 
or  in  a  permanent  body,  there  would  be  good  rea- 
son for  the  apprehension. 

But,  who  is  it  that  we,  as  representatives  of  the 
people,  believe  will  encroach  on  the  liberties  of 
the  people?  We,  ourselves.  We,  the  represen- 
tatives of  the  people.  Who  do  we  ft-ar  will  join 
us  in  overturning  the  governments  of  the  States  ? 
The  representatives  of  those  very  Slates;  the 
guardians  of  their  sovereignty.  Who  is  to  sanc- 
tion those  invasions  of  private  liberty  and  State 
sovereignly?  The  man  elected  by  the  Stales, 
and  by  the  people,  who,  by  a  happy  combination 
of  both  powers,  derives  his  political  existence  from 
both.  No  form  of  Government  could  have  been 
devised  more  happily  framed  to  allay  the  fears  of 
those  who,  justly  attached  to  their  local  authori- 
ties, wished  to  preserve  them  against  encroach- 
ment. The  people  individually  represented  in  one 
branch  by  men  who,  at  stated  and  very  short  in- 
tervals, return  to  the  raass  of  the  people;  the 
State  sovereignties  occupying  exclusively  a  second 
branch,  with  equal  powers;  a  qualified  power  of 
rejecting  all  their  acts,  and  full  executive  power 
vested  in  a  man  chosen  under  the  direction  of  the 
Slate  sovereignties,  and  those  sovereignties  left  in 
the  full  exercise  of  their  power.  If  all  this  does 
not  form  a  barrier  against  any  invasion  of  Slate 
rights,  there  is  no  security  in  Constitutional  pro- 
visions, and  it  is  in  vain  to  make  any  compact  to 
restrain  the  exercise  of  power.  I  acknowledge, 
sir,  that  the  most  express  organic  stipulation  may 
prove  a  weak  barrier  against  interest  or  ambition, 
where  no  countervailing  interest  or  other  strong 
motive  is  proposed  to  check  their  operation.  Here 
neither  interest  nor  ambition  can  be  tempted  to 
produce  the  effect  that  is  apprehended  ;  and,  if 
they  could,  effectual  means  are  provided  to  check 
any  enterprise  of  that  nature  that  could  be  formed. 

What  is  the  particular  fear  ?  That  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  Slates,  consisting  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  the  Senate,  and  the 
President,  should  use  the  powers  given  them,  and 
usurp  others  not  given,  for  the  purpose  of  weaken- 
ing first,  and  finally  destroying,  the  State  sover- 
eignties, and  merging  them  in  one  consolidated 
?;overnment.  This  is  supposed  to  be  not  only  a 
easible  object,  but  the  natural  tendency  of  the 
Government ;  ihe  disease  of  which,  in  its  present 
form,  it  is  doomed  to  die  ;  and  that  all  our  atten- 


tion is  required  to  retard  the  fatal  event.  That 
every  exertion  of  power  is  to  be  considered  as  a 
dangerous  symptom,  and  to  be  repressed,  as  we 
value  our  political  existence. 

First.  Is  it  possible  that  we  can  desire  this 
change;  that  our  interest  or  ambition  could,  in 
any  event,  be  gratified  by  producing  it?  This 
change,  remember,  is  the  preservation  of  this  Gov- 
ernment, and  the  prostration  of  that  of  the  States. 
But,  if  the  State  governments  go,  this  must  go 
with  them.  We  move,  and  breathe,  and  have 
our  being,  only  by  means  of  the  State  governments. 
Destroy  them,  and  we  destroy  ourselves.  A  com- 
plete revolution  must  now  follow.  Therefore, 
neither  our  interest  nor  ambition  could  be  grati- 
fied by  doing  that  which  it  is  said  to  be  our  natural 
tendency  to  do.  All  illegal  changes  in  govern- 
ment, that  are  not  produced  by  violence,  must  be 
made  by  the  members  of  that  government  itself. 
But,  can  any  change  be  apprehended  from  that 
source,  when  neither  the  interest  nor  the  ambition 
of  the  members  will  be  gratified  in  producing  it? 
An  entire  dissolution  of  the  Federal,  as  well  as  the 
State  Governments,  might  tempt  the  rapacity  of  a 
Catiline,  or  the  ambition  of  a  Caesar.  But  that 
is  not  the  evil  apprehended.  It  is  the  aggrandize- 
ment of  this  Government,  not  its  annihilation  ;  it 
is  its  existence  with  inordinate  powers,  not  its  de- 
struction, that  is  feared.  And  the  argument  is, 
that,  preserving  the  present  forms,  the  representa- 
tives of  the  people  will  find  it  their  interest  to  be- 
tray the  liberties  of  the  people,  among  whom  they 
are  to  be  mingled  every  two  years  ;  and  the  Sen- 
ators to  destroy  the  State  sovereignties,  by  which 
alone  they  exist.  This  biennial  election,  sir,  is  a 
dreadful  objection  to  the  supposition  that  we 
should  indulge  this  scheme.  We  must  go  home, 
sir.  What  good  will  our  encroachments  on  the 
State  rights  do  us  then  ?  We  must  become  a 
part  of  that  people  whose  rights  we  have  betrayed. 
What  interest  can  be  served  by  this  ?  But  we 
will  not  go  home.  We  will  declare  our  sittings 
permanent,  and  give  a  second  edition  of  the  Long 
Parliament !  This  notable  scheme,  depend  on  it, 
will  never  have  a  proposer  or  an  advocate.  Means, 
and  effectual  means,  would  soon  be  found,  and  we 
know  it,  to  send  us  home ;  ay,  sir,  to  our  long 
home  !  where  we  should  receive  the  reward  of  our 
folly  and  treason. 

But  admit  that  we  were  base,  and  unprincipled, 
and  blind  enough  to  desire  this  change — how  are 
we  to  effect  it  ?  In  the  natural  course  of  things, 
the  attack  on  State  rights  must  originate  in  this 
House ;  it  can  hardly  be  apprehended  in  the  Sen- 
ate. But  we,  the  representatives  of  the  people, 
conspire  against  the  Slate  rights,  so  deservedly 
dear  lo  the  people.  Without  any  motive  of  in- 
terest, or  hope  of  gratification,  we  resolve  on  meas- 
ures that  are  to  destroy  them.  This  is  not  enough 
—  the  Senate  must  concur.  It  is  not  sufficient 
that  we  lose  our  senses — the  Senators  must  part 
with  theirs.  And,  when  this  is  effected,  nothing  is 
done  until  the  President  sanctions  our  mad  re- 
solves. And  even  then,  if  such  a  stale  of  things 
can  be  supposed,  the  difficulties  are  but  begun. 
We  would   have  the  resistance — the  just,  ener- 


getic, and  effectual  resistance,  of  twenty-four 
well  organized  governments,  possessing  (as  I  trust 
they  will  always  possess)  the  attachment  of  the 
people,  to  overwhelm  us  and  our  unholy  and  sense- 
less projects,  in  the  ruin  we  should  deserve. 

In  whatsoever  light,  then,  we  consider  this  appre- 
hension of  encroachment  from  the  General  (Jov- 
ernment,  it  seems  extraordinary  that  it  should  be 
entertained,  when  it  wants  the  motives  of  private 
interest  or  personal  ambition  to  suggest  it;  or, 
even  if  they  should  exist,  when  its  utter  impracti- 
cability, to  any  extent,  must  discourage  even  rash- 
ness itself  from  attempting  it.  No,  sir  ;  the  dan- 
ger, if  any,  may  be  presumed  with  more  truth,  by 
those  who  love  to  prophesy  evil,  in  the  separation 
of  the  Slates.  This  event,  so  greatly  to  be  de- 
precated, might  not  want  specious  arguments  to 
support  its  probability — if  proper  means  are  not 
resorted  to  for  preserving  their  union.  Make  it 
the  interest  of  each  State  to  be  united  to  the  rest. 
Connect  them  by  the  ties  of  commerce;  facilitate 
the  means  of  that  epistolary  correspondence  which 
preserves  the  bonds  of  kindred,  of  friendship,  and 
acquaintance,  between  the  emigrant  to  the  West, 
and  the  connexions  he  has  kft  in  the  Atlantic 
Slates.  Assure  them  of  prompt  and  efficacious 
aid  against  aggression,  by  means  of  military  ways. 
In  short,  pass  the  bill  on  your  table,  and  follow  it 
by  the  establishment  of  a  wise,  extensive,  and  ef- 
fectual system  for  effecting  the  purposes  it  con- 
templates. Every  post  route  you  establish,  every 
road  you  make,  every  canal  you  dig,  will  be  a  new 
ligament  to  bind  the  Union,  by  the  easiest,  the 
most  natural,  and,  therefore,  the  most  effectual 
bonds — those  of  mutual  interest,  social  inter- 
course, common  defence. 

So  far  is  this  from  being  a  local  measure,  that 
not  a  part  of  the  nation,  however  remote,  but  must 
participate  in  its  benefits.  And  it  would  be  diffi- 
cult to  determine,  or  even  to  conjecture,  whether 
the  Western  or  the  Atlantic  States  would  most 
benefit  by  a  system  of  roads  and  canals,  connect- 
ing the  waters  of  the  one  with  those  of  the  other. 
Certain  it  is,  that  the  advantage  to  both,  would 
be  incalculable.  If  the  one  found  a  ready  market 
for  their  produce,  the  other  would  derive  equal  or 
superior  benefit  by  the  augmented  demand  for  for- 
eign produce  or  domestic  manufacture.  The 
shipping  of  the  most  remote  ports  would  find  in- 
creased employment ;  the  most  distant  manufac- 
tories of  the  Union  would  feel  its  effect,  in  the 
number  of  new  consumers  for  their  wares,  and  the 
triple  sources  of  national  wealth  ;  agriculture, 
manufactures,  and  commerce,  would  feel  its  vivi- 
fying effects,  in  all  their  ramifications. 

Another  theory  has  been  offered  by  a  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Stevenson,)  somewhat,  I 
think,  at  war  with  the  last,  but  not,  in  my  opinion, 
more  applicable.  We  are  told,  that  attachment  to 
the  General  Government,  like  the  solar  heat,  de- 
creases in  proportion  to  the  distance  from  the  cen- 
tre. If  so,  1  should  like  to  know — as  a  Represen- 
tive  of  the  most  distant  State,  I  am  interested  in 
knowing — by  what  rule  of  proportion  the  attach- 
ment of  my  constituents  to  the  Union  is  to  be  cal- 
culated.    Is    it   in    direct   proportion,    or   as   the 


1455 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1456 


'Mi 


Ji 


111 


H.oF  R. 


Surveys  /or  Roads  and  Canals. 


squares  of  the  distances?  Arithmetical,  or  geo- 
metrical proportion  ?  If  this  new  rule  of  political 
phyjiology  be  correct,  we  may  calculate  to  a  frac- 
tion what  reliance  we  can  place  on  the  exertions 
and  zeal  of  any  given  State. 

According  to  this  system,  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, under  the  direct  rays  of  the  Government, 
in  the  full  blaze  of  its  influence,  ought  to  be  the 
most  remarkable  for  patriotism,  love  of  the  Union, 
shown  by  heroic  deeds  in  its  defence.  Virginia 
and  Maryland  would  be  warmed  in  a  somewhat 
less  degree  by  this  holjr  fire.  It  would  diminish  as 
we  pass  the  mountains — be  feebly  felt  in  Ken- 
tucky and  Tennessee — and,  in  my  unhappy,  dis- 
Unt  State,  its  vivifying  fire  would  be  lost  in  lan- 
guid apathy  and  frigid  indifference.  The  freezing 
Eoint  of  patriotism  would  be  on  the  banks  of  the 
lississippi,  and  its  fever  heat  on  the  Potomac. 
Metaphors,  sir,  are  dangerous  things  in  argu- 
ment. Dazzled  by  their  splendor,  we  frequently 
lose  sight  of  the  subject  we  mean  to  illustrate,  and 
attribute  to  it  properties  that  are  only  found  in  the 
object  to  which  it  is  compared.  The  rule  is  nei- 
ther true  in  theory,  as  applied  to  us,  nor  is  it  veri- 
fied by  fact. 

In  countries  where  the  will  of  the  Monarch  is 
law,  where  all  authority  is  derived  from  him,  and 
where  distance  obliges  him  to  delegate  it,  it  may 
be  true;  and  a  disposition  to  throw  off  responsi- 
bility and  assert  independence,  may  be,  in  such 
countries,  greater  in  proportion  to  the  distance,  be- 
cause the  danger  of  suppression  is  less.  Despotic 
power  is  always  submitted  to  with  reluctance; 
and,  as  distance  gives  greater  facility  to  throw  it 
off,  there  is  a  tendency  in  the  remote  provinces  of 
an  oppressive  Government  to  revolt ;  not  because 
the  attachment  to  it  is  greater  near  the  centre,  but 
because  the  danger  near  the  extremities  is  less. 

But  we  cannot  apply  these  considerations  to  our 
Government,  without  losing  sight  of  its  construc- 
tion and  its  principle.  We  are  not  bound  together 
by  fear,  but  by  patriotism ;  by  which,  as  used  here. 
I  understand,  that  love  of  country  which  arises 
from  a  deep  persuasion  that  the  interest  of  each 
part  is  inseparable  from  the  good  of  the  whole,  and 
that  that  good  can  only  be  found  in  the  union  of 
the  States.  It  has  its  foundation  in  a  wise,  liberal, 
and  enlarged  sentiment  of  self  interest — but  is  ca- 
pable, when  exerted,  of  rising  to  enthusiasm — post- 
poning the  end  to  the  means ;  forgetting  personal 
and  local  interests,  and  making  those  patriotic 
sacrifices  and  exertions  which  command  the  ad- 
miration of  the  world. 

No  State  will  have  a  tendency  to  separate  from 
the  others,  so  long  as  it  is  not  blind  to  its  true  in- 
terest. But,  if  this  be  the  principle  on  which  the 
Union  is  founded,  that  species  of  interest  on  which 
it  rests  ought  to  be  fostered  by  such  measures  as  those 
now  proposed.  The  best  affections,  the  tenderest 
connexions,  the  most  endearing  recollections  of  life, 
unite  many  of  those  who  are  now  locally  separa- 
ted in  distant  States — are  not  these  ties  worth  pre- 
serving, in  a  political  as  well  as  a  moral  view  ? 
Nothing  can  do  this  more  efleciually  than  facility 
of  communication.  Connexions  that  would  be 
forgotten,  in  one  generation,  with  the  rugged  roads 
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of  the  Alleghany  between  them,  will  be  kept  up 
for  ages,  when  steamboats  and  canals,  and  stages, 
on  smooth  turnpikes,  make  a  visit  easy,  or  the 
transmission  of  a  letter  a:i  certain,  and  almost  as 
speedy,  as  it  formerly  was  to  a  neighboring  town. 
Add  to  these  interest,  in  its  more  palpable  forms  of 
commerce  and  defence,  and  that  tendency  to  disso- 
lution, which  is  apprehended,  will  be  completely 
counteracted,  if  it  exists.  The  construction,  too, 
of  our  Government,  as  well  as  its  principle,  ought 
to  banish  our  fears  on  this  subject.  Its  federative 
character,  which  Montesquieu  extols,  as  an  effec- 
tual means  of  enabling  a  republic  to  extend  its  do- 
minion, without  weakening  its  jxjwer,  is  a  security 
on  which  we  may  safely  rely.  And  while  all  lo- 
cal concerns  are  intrusted  to  local  authorities, 
chosen  by  the  people,  and  the  general  political  in- 
terests of  the  nation  are  committed  to  the  Goverr 
ment  of  the  whole,  there  can  be  no  natural  ten- 
dency, in  any  State,  however  remote,  to  shake  off 
an  authority  that  is  only  felt  by  the  security  and 
prosperity  it  affords. 

There  is  no  truth,  then,  in  the  principle  laid 
down  as  theoretically  applied  to  our  Confedera- 
tion.    Has  experience  shown  it  to  be  well  found- 
ed ?     Sir,  the  experiment  has  been  tried,  and  the 
result  is  one  to  which,  for  my  constituents,  I  can 
refer  to  with  an  honest  pride.     The  enemy,  at  the 
period  to  which  I  allude,  seemed  to  act  on  the 
theory  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  they  di- 
rected an  overwhelming  force  against  the  extrem- 
ity, the  utmost  extremity,  of  the  Union,  where 
other  circumstances,  as  well  as  distance,  led  them 
to  hope  submission   or  feeble  resistance.     What 
did  they  find?     Men   indifferent  to  their  rights? 
Lukewarm  in  their  love  ol  country?     Willing  to 
barter  honor  for  safety,  and  independence  for  pro- 
perty?    No,  sir;  they  met  freemen,  proud  of  the 
title  they  had  lately  acquired,  and  determined  to 
show  how  highly  they  prized  it,  by  their  exertions 
in  defence  of  the  country  by  which  it  was  confer- 
red.   They  found  courage,  conscious  of  the  danger, 
and  ea^er  to  face  it;  they  found  an  ardent  enthu- 
siasm lor  liberty,  contrasted  by  a  cool  determina- 
tion to  defend   it  against  odds  that  would  have 
made  prudent  patriots  quail;  determined  to  con- 
quer or  die,  they  never  lost  a  thought  on  the  dis- 
parity of  their  own  numbers,  and  did  not  stop  to 
inquire  those  of  their  enemy  until  they  counted 
them  stretched  on  the  field.     Yes,  sir,  in  that  field, 
drenched  with  the  blood,  strewed  with  the  bodies 
of  our  invaders,  where  the  valor  and  discipline  of 
twelve  thousand  veterans  was  baflied  and  discom- 
fited  by  the  firmness  and   steady  courage  of  less 
than  one-third  of  their  number — in  that  glorious 
field,  the  courage  and  patriotism  of  my  constitu- 
ents inscribed  on  the  page  of  history  a  splendid 
refutation  of  the  principle  that  is  advanced.     But 
they  were   not   alone.     No,   sir,  they  were   not 
alone ;  but  who  were  at  their  sides ?     Who  braved 
the  danger,  underwent  the  fatigue,  and  shared  the 
honor  of  the  defence?     Who,  wuh  the  cheerful- 
ness of  guests  invited  to  a  feast,  voluntarily  came 
to  partake  with  us  the  chance  of  exulting  in  vic- 
tory, or  the  more  probable  event  of  sharing  with 
us  an    honorable   grave?     Men,   probably,   from 
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those  favored  Slates  where  the  sun  of  patriotism 
ever  shines  unclouded  by  interest,  indifference,  or 
fear!  No,  sir;  whatever  might  be  their  desire  to 
defend  us,  they  came  not;  and  the  want  of  those 
means  which  this  bill  is  intended  to  provide,  pre- 
vented them  from  sending  us  arms,  ammunition, 
or  other  necessary  supplies.  Who,  then,  were 
they — these  brave  and  generous  defenders?  Why, 
truly,  sir,  they  were  men  from  Kentucky,  Missis- 
sippi, Tennessee — from  those  parts  where,  by  this 
degrading  theory,  love  ol  country  grows  languid, 
and  patriotism  expires;  and,  as  if  this  example 
was  designed,  in  all  its  parts,  to  run  counter  to  the 
argument,  the  master  spirit  who  directed  the  op- 
erations that  led  to  these  decisive  results — he,  too. 
came  from  those  regions  remote  from  the  central 
fire.  I  might  go  on,  and  inquire  whether  the 
other  point  of  the  rule  was  better  proved  here,  in 
the  very  focus  of  patriotic  heat?  When  the.se 
walls  were  wrapt  in  flames,  surely  not  kindled  by 
that  sacred  fire!  and  when  a  neighboring  town 
escaped  a  similar  conflagration,  not  by  the  arms 
of  brave  citizens  who  defended  it,  but  by  the  sup- 
plications of  deputies,  who  laid  its  wealth  at  the 
feet  of  their  invaders.  I  shall  not  press  this  part 
of  the  argument,  and  if  I  allude  to  it  at  all,  it  is 
not  in  the  spirit  of  invidious  comparison,  which  I 
utterly  disclaim,  but  because  a  sacred  duty  to  my 
constituents  requires  that  I  should  show,  in  all  its 
parts,  the  fallacy  of  a  theory  that  would  subject 
them  to  the  imputation  of  wanting  attachment  to 
the  Union  they  have  so  well  defended,  and  de- 
prive them  of  honors  they  have  nobly  won. 
Away,  then,  with  these  fancies,  that  tend  only  to 
excite  jealousies  and  mutual  reproach,  and  that 
do  not  belong  to  the  subject  before  us.  To  that  I 
return,  in  order  to  dispose  of  some  objections  that 
have  lieen  made  to  the  expediency  of  the  measure. 
It  will  increase  Executive  patronage,  by  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  host  of  new  oflEicers.  This  is 
much  exaggerated  by  supposing  the  object  to  be 
the  support  of  all  the  post  roads  in  the  Union: 
that  IS  disclaimed  ;  it  is  only  such  new  roads  as 
are  necessary,  and  that  will  not  be  made  by  the 
States.  If  these  require  officers,  they  must  be  ap- 
pointed ;  and  if  we  fear  the  influence  of  the 
rresident,  we  may  vest  the  appointments  else- 
where. 

If  this  argument  were  conclusive,  we  should 
have  neither  army  nor  navy,  nor  any  other  useful 
institution.  Government  will  be  imposed  'on  if 
ihey  perform  works  by  contract.  They  have  been 
imposed  on,  it  is  said,  in  building  a  fortification 
at  New  York.  If  this  argument  is  good,  we 
ought  to  build  no  forts — construct  no  works — and 
deprive  ourselves  of  all  defence,  for  fear  of  losing 
money  in  our  contracts. 

To  these  objections  a  gentleman  from  New 
York  has  added  an  apprehension  that  the  United 
States  would  seize  on  their  canal.  Sir,  I  might 
as  well  fear  they  would  seize  on  the  Mississippi. 
Neither  the  bill,  nor  the  largest  construction  of  the 
power,  gives  them  any  such  right. 

Yet,  sir,  it  is  on  improbabilities  such  as  these, 
that  the  most  gloomy  apprehensions  are  raised. 
Virginia  seems  particularly  to  entertain  them,  and 


it  has  been  strongly  intimated,  that,  if  this  mea- 
sure is  carried,  she  will  regret  that  she  has  yielded 
the  purse  and  the  sword.  Virginia  will  regret 
that  she  has  made  a  part  of  the  nation!  lean- 
not,  sir,  but  believe  these  intimations  to  proceed 
rather  from  the  excitement  of  debate,  operating 
on  warm  and  generous  minds,  than  from  any  set- 
tled opinion.  No,  I  will  never  believe  that  a  State 
which  has  always  held  so  distinguished  a  place 
in  the  councils  and  administration  of  the  Union, 
can,  even  for  a  moment,  regret  the  event  that  led 
to  the  proud  pre-eminence  she  has  enjoyed,  and 
still  enjoys.  She  must  remember,  that,  out  of 
thirty-six  years,  which  will  soon  be  completed, 
thirty-two  of  them  will  have  seen  citizens  of  that 
State  administering  the  Executive  power  of  the 
Union,  by  the  free  choice,  sometimes  by  the  unani- 
mous choice  of  the  whole  nation.  She  can  never 
regret  her  forming  a  part  of  that  closer  federation 
of  the  States,  which  gave  to  her  and  our  Wash- 
ington a  new  title  to  the  gratitude  of  his  country, 
and  the  admiration  of  the  world;  which  added 
the  civic  to  his  military  crown,  made  him  the 
founder  of  our  strength,  and  union,  and  peace, 
and  happiness,  as  he  had  before  been  of  our  Inde- 
pendence; and  enabled  him,  by  his  second  retire- 
ment, to  complete  that  perfect  character  which 
makes  his  name,  in  all  languages,  synonymous 
with  every  paraphrase  that  can  express  the  union 
of  virtues  and  (|ualities  never  found  but  in  him; 
which  forms  at  once  the  hero,  the  statesman,  and 
the  patriot.  No!  that  great  name  should  never 
be  profaned  by  a  wish  that  would  destroy  any  one 
of  the  numerous  titles  it  has  to  the  reverence  of 
his  country ;  the  Union,  formed  under  his  auspices, 
cannot  be  dissolved  without  an  outrage  to  his 
memory  ;  and  even  the  unguarded  expression  that 
conveys  an  idea  that  any  event  may  make  it  de- 
sirable, must  diminish  the  lustre  reflected  by  his 
reputation,  on  the  State  that  gave  him  birth. 

Virginia  cannot,  does  not,  forget,  that,  unless 
she  had  formed  a  member  of  the  Union,  the  Sage 
who  gave  language  and  voice  and  utterance  to 
our  Independence,  would  have  lived  only  to  la- 
ment the  inefficiency  of  that  decisive  act;  to  wit- 
ness the  weakness,  discord,  and  distress  of  his 
country — perhaps  its  utter  ruin,  and  fall  from  that 
station  among  the  Powers  of  the  earth,  which 
his  immortal  declaration  had  proclaimed.  His 
days  would  have  been  passed  in  endeavors,  per- 
haps unavailing  endeavors,  to  restore  harmony 
and  reconcile  the  jarring  interests  of  the  States. 
His  valuable  life  would  have  been  abridged  by  the 
deep  chagrin  of  disappointment,  and  have  closed, 
amid  scenes  of  tumult  and  disorder.  Instead  of 
this,  by  the  happiest  and  most  honorable  of  con- 
trasts, he  has  had  the  supreme  satisfaction  of  fos- 
tering that  Independence  which  he  had  announced 
to  the  admiring  world ;  of  seeing  it  established 
and  respected  by  an  indissoluble  bond,  foriued  by 
apparent  concession,  but  really  founded  on  the 
most  perfect  reciprocity  of  benefits,  mutually  con- 
ferred, and  mutually  received — of  promoting,  by 
important  services,  both  abroad  and  at  home,  the 
reputation  and  interest  of  his  country,  of  direct- 
ing, in  the  first  office  it  could  bestow,  the  rapid 
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approach  to  those  high  destinies  to  which  it  is 
called;  of  receiving,  in  the  esteem  and  affection 
of  a  happy  and  united  people,  the  best  reward 
they  could  bestow;  and  of  passing,  in  dignified 
ease  and  philosophic  retirement,  in  pleasing  recol- 
lections of  the  past,  and  a  happy  anticipation  of 
the  future — the  calm  evening  of  a  long  life,  spent 
in  promoting  the  happiness  of  his  country. 

Sir,  if  we  want  another  occasion  to  remind  this 
highly  favored  State,  this  nursery  of  great  men, 
that  she,  of  all  others,  has  reason  to  rejoice  in  the 
establishment  of  the  Union,  and  pride  herself  on 
its  effects,  we  need  only  look  to  a  neighboring 
retreat,  and  almost  under  the  trees  that  shade  the 
SageofMonticello,  where  Madison,  in  the  society 
of  his  illustrious  friend,  and  in  the  consciousness 
of  a  pure  life,  unblemished  even  in  the  violence 
of  party  by  imputation  of  a  deviation  from  duty, 
hears,  with  calmness  and  moderation,  the  undi- 
vided voice  of  his  countrymen,  bearing  testimony 
not  only  to  his  wisdom  and  virtue,  but  to  that  de- 
cisive spirit  which  roused  us  from  submission  to 
foreign  insult  and  injury,  taught  us  to  respect  our- 
selves, bade  our  little  Navy  ride  triumphant  on 
the  sea,  and  our  citizen  soldiers  to  defeat  veteran 
valor  in  the  field ;  established  our  national  char- 
acter; and,  by  an  honorable  peace,  enabled  his 
successor  to  proceed  in  the  great  work  he  had 
successfully  begun,  of  making  us  respected  abroad 
and  happy  at  home.  That  successor  is  also  a  son 
of  Virginia;  that  his  Administration  is  one  that 
affords  another  reason  to  his  native  Slate  for  feli- 
citating herself  on  having  given  him  to  the  unani- 
mous suffrages  of  the  Union,  it  does  not  become 
me  to  say,  because  the  time  has  not  yet  arrived, 
when  even  that  which  truth  will  sanction,  may 
be  spoken  without  the  imputation  of  an  unworthy 
motive. 

These  men,  their  reputation,  their  virtues,  be- 
long to  us  all — they  are  the  property  of  the  nation. 
But,  would  the  State  which  gave  them  birth,  il 
it  were  possible — would  she  surrender  her  particu- 
lar part  in  this  property  ? — in  the  gratitude  that 
is  due  for  their  services? — in  the  honor  they  have 
acquired  for  their  country — in  the  reverence  with 
which  their  names  will  be  held  by  posterity  7 
No,  sir;  no  consideration  of  minor  interest,  much 
less  the  fear  of  uncertain  evil,  would  induce  her 
to  forego  this  proud  distinction  of  her  citizens — 
this  glorious  heritage  for  their  children. 

The  bill  before  us  may  pass — I  trust,  will  pass — 
and  I  arc  persuaded  that  its  operation  will  show 
how  vain  have  been  the  fears,  how  false  the  pre- 
dictions of  its  effect. 

When  Mr.  Livingston  had  concluded — 

The  question  being  put,  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Barbocr,  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause,  it  was 
decided  in  the  negative — ayes  84,  noes  108. 

The  question  on  rising  and  reporting  the  bill 
without  amendment  being  about  to  be  put,  Mr. 
WiCKLiFFE  proposed  to  amend  the  bill,  by  striking 
out  the  words  "thirty  thousand  dollars"  and  in- 
serting '^fifteen  thousand  dollars,"  (as  the  sum 
appropriated  for  obtaining  the  plans  and  surveys.) 
This  motion  was  supported  by  the  mover,  on  the 
ground  of  economy,  opposed  by  Mr.  Trlmble,  as 


unnecessary,  (any  unexpended  balance  returning 

of  course  to  the  surplus  fund  of  the   Treasury,) 

and  discreditable  to  the  country  on  account  of  its 

I  small  amount.     Mr.  Mallary  supported  the  mo- 

{  tion,  believing  the  sum  sufficient. 

The  question  being  put,  the  amendment  was 
rejected — ayes  85,  noes  91. 
And  the  House  adjourned. 


Tuesday,  February  10. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Committee 
on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  which  was  referred 
the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Celestin  Moreau,  of  Louisiana,"  reported 
the  same  without  amendment,  and  the  bill  was 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Ca.mpbell,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  was  also  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  "An  act  confirming  the  heirs  of  Nicholas 
Baudin,and  the  heirs  of  Joseph  Chastang,  to  cer- 
tain tracts  of  land,"  reported,  as  the  opinion  of 
the  committee,  that  the  said  bill  ought  not  to  pass. 
The  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Cook,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  define  the  boundary  line 
between  the  Edwardsville  and  Springfield  land 
district!?,  in  the  State  of  Illinois;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  Johanna  Collins,  for  a  divorce,  reported  that,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  committee,  the  prayer  of  the 
petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted;  which  report 
was  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia 
were  discharged  from  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Ohio,  upon 
the  subject  of  an  entire  abolition  of  slavery  ;  and 
it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Rankin  laid  the  following  resolution  on 
the  table  for  consideration  on  to-morrow,  viz  : 

Ketolvedj  That  the  Pre<iiJent  of  the  United  Slates 
be  requested  to  inform  thu  Houne  if  the  line  intended 
to  conutitule  ihe  western  boundary  of  the  Territory  of 
Arkansas  has  been  run,  m  conformity  with  the  pro- 
visions of  the  third  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  of 
the  3d  of  March,  1823,  entitled  "An  act  making  fur- 
ther appropriations  for  the  military  service  oi  the 
United  States  for  the  year  1823,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses ;"  and,  if  said  line  has  not  been  run,  that  he 
inform  this  House  what  instructions  have  been  given, 
or  measures  adopted,  in  relation  to  the  execution  of 
that  provision  of  the  law,  and  what  causes  have  pre- 
vented said  line  from  being  run. 

Mr.  Owen  laid  the  following  resolution  on  the 
table,  for  consideration  on  to-morrow,  viz  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  state  to  this  House  what  practical  construc- 
tion has  been  given  by  the  several  registers  and  re- 
ceivers, respectively,  on  the  act  of  1820,  for  the  relief 
of  purchasers  of  public  lands ;  and  the  instructions 
given  them  relative  to  said  act,  with  regard  to  fees  or 
compensation,  and  whether,  in  his  opinion,  by  a  cor- 
rect construction,  the  fees  or  compensation  was  ade- 
quate to   the  service,  and  whether,  by  the  construc- 
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tion  given  in  any  case,  the  compensation  wu  freater 
than  was  contemplated  by  law,  and  more  than  ade- 
quate to  the  service  performed. 

Mr.  THO.MPS0N,  of  Georgia,  gave  notice  that 
he  would,  to-morrow,  move  the  House  for  leave 
to  introduce  a  bill  directing  the  payment  of  the 
Georgia  militia  claims  for  services  rendered  du- 
ring the  years  1792,  1793,  and  1794. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Brent,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  making  provision,  by  law,  for  the  confirmation 
of  the  land  claims  recommended  for  confirmation 
by  the  report  of  the  commissioners  for  the  western 
land  district  of  Louisiana,  made  upon  the  30th  of 
December,  1815,  in  virtue  of  the  several  acts  of 
Congress,  passed  upon  the  10th  of  March,  1812, 
the27ih  February,  1813,  and  12th  April,  1814. 

ResvliYd,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  empowering  the  register  of  the  land  office  at 
Opelousas,  in  Louisiana,  to  make  and  complete 
the  report  of  certain  land  claims  which  were  en- 
tered under  the  act  of  the  11th  of  May,  1820,  and 
which  the  late  register  had  neglected  to  do,  and 
that  a  reasonable  compensation  be  allowed  to  the 
present  register  for  doing  the  same. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wickliffe,  it  was 
Resoired,  That  the  Message  of  the  President,  of 
the  22d  of  January,  1823,  with  the  accompanying 
documents,  relative  to  the  navigation  of  the  rivers 
Ohio  and  Mississippi,  be  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Messrs.  Wickliffe,  Forward,  Jennings,  Gaz- 
lay,  Webster,  Durfee,  and  Rives,  were  ap- 
pointed said  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Henry,  it  was 

Resulted,  That  the  Committee  of  Claims  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  allowing 
compensation  to  Thomas  Alsbury,  captain  of  a 
conifiany  in  the  mounted  expedition  under  Gen- 
eral Samuel  Hopkins,  in  the  year  1812,  for  a  mare 
lost  on  said  expedition,  in  consequence  of  a  wound 
accidentally  received,  whilst  she  was  in  actual 
service. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Claims  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  allowing 
compensation  to  William  Grace,  a  soldier  who 
served  under  General  Samuel  Hopkins  in  the 
mounted  expedinpn  in  1812,  for  a  horse  which 
was  shot  during  said  campaign,  whilst  in  actual 
service. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Claims  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  allowing 
compensation  to  John  Milhollend,  who  served  as 
a  sergeant  in  a  company  of  mounted  volunteers 
in  the  Fall  of  1813,  on  the  expedition  commanded 
by  Governor  Shelby,  for  a  horse  lost  by  him  on 
said  campaign,  whilst  in  actual  service  of  the 
United  States. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Claims  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  exfK-diency  of  allowing 
compensation  to  John  Golliher,  a  private  in  a 
company  of  mounted  volunteers  in  the  expedition 
under  Governor   Shelby  in   1813,  for  a  horse  lost 


by  him  on  said  expedition,  whilst  in  the  actual 
service  of  the  United  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Virginia,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Of- 
fice and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  establishing  a  post  route  from 
Hagen^s  store,  in  the  county  of  Preston,  in  Vir- 
ginia, to  Smithfield,  on  the  Cumberland  road  : 
and  also  of  discontinuing  the  present  route  from 
the  above-mentioned  store  to  Morgantown,  in  the 
county  of  Monongalia. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  accompanied  by  sundry  statements 
in  relation  to  allowances  made  to  registers  and 
receivers  of  land  offices,  for  clerk  hire,  office  rent, 
&.C.,  laid  before  the  House  of  Representatives  oq 
the  3d  of  March,  1823,  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Rankin  communicated  to  the  House  a  let- 
ter to  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
dated  3d  March,  1823,  containing  information  in 
relation  to  allowances  to  registers  and  receivers 
of  land  offices  for  extra  clerk  hire,  &c.,  which 
letter  was  also  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to 
revive,  and, continue  in  force  an  act  entitled  'An 
act  fixing  the  compensations  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives; of  the  clerks  employed  m  their  offices,  and 
of  the  Librarian;'"  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  Accounts. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  extend  the  time  limited 
for  the  settlement  of  private  land  claims  in  the 
Territory  of  Florida,"  were  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

SURVEYS  FOR  ROADS  AND  CANALS. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the 
bill  to  obtain  the  necessary  plans,  estimates,  &,c., 
in  relation  to  roads  and  canals. 

Mr.  Floyd  moved  to  strike  out  the  enacting 
clause  of  the  bill — but,  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
Randolph,  withdrew  the  motion;  and 

Mr.  Randolph  moved  that  the  consideratioa 
of  the  bill  be  indefinitely  postponed;  and,  on  his 
motion,  the  ayes  and  noes  were  ordered  to  be  taken 
upon  it. 

Before  the  question  was  taken,  however, 

Mr.  Saunders  moved  that  the  bill  be  recom- 
mitted to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals, 
with  instructions  "to  designate  such  roads  and 
canals  of  a  national  importance  in  a  commercial 
or  military  point  of  view,  or  neces-sary  for  the 
transportation  of  the  i)ublic  mail,  as  may  be 
deemed  proper  and  expedient  to  have  surveyed 
and  reported  upon." 

Mr.  Forsyth  suggested  to  the  mover  of  the  in- 
structions to  strike  out  that  clause  of  them  which 
relates  to  post  roads.    * 

Mr.  Saunders  did  not  accept  the  modification. 

Mr.  Rich  then  moved  the  previous  question; 
which  motion  was  not  sustained  by  the  House. 


<  i    I 
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And  the  question  being  on  recommitment—.        !  did  possess  the  power,  it  was  not  expedient    at 


Mr.  Cook  made  a  few  observations. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Saunders,  to  recommit  the  bill  with  instruc- 
tions, and  the  yeas  and  nays  stood  as  follows: 

Ykis — Meurs.  Alexandrr  of  Virginia,  Allen  of  Ma«- 


this  time,  to  attempt  to  exercise  it. 

And,  although  he  was  sensible  that,  after  the 
long  and  very  able  discussion  of  the  question,  the 
Hou.se  was  prepared  to  act  upon  it,  and  he  could 
not  expect,  by  any  effort  of  his.  to  change  the 
opinion  which  had  been  deliberately  formed yet 


8achu8€tU,  Archer,  Baylies,  Barber  of  Connecticut,  P.  1  ."   r  ■,  •.  .     l     .       , -."^  "** — J'^'- 

P.  Barbour,  Barllett,  Bassett,  Bradlev,  Burleigh,  Bur-  I  ^^  **''.'^  ^°  T  '^"'  ""^-^  '°  ^"*"  '"'  protest  against 
'^   '     "     •     •         --       ...'.,_.»-  the  principles  which  had  been  advanced  by  the 


And  be  trusted  that  the 


ton,  Cady,  Cambreleng,  Campbell  of  South  Carolina,        ,     -  •  ..     , 

Gary,  Clark,    Cobb,    Cocke,    Collins,    CrafU,    Craig,  j  ^^^^^^^^^  ^*    '^^    bill.     ^ 

Culpeper,  Dwinell,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Find-  i  f  ourl^sy  of  the  House  would  permit  him  to  occupy 
lay,  Floyd,  Foot  of  Connecticut,  Foote  of  New  York,  '  "''  »'"*"'•""  *'"'  "  ^—  ->;..... -^   : 1---  -  » 


Forsyth,  Frost,  Garnett,  Gatlin,  Gist,  Hall,  Harvey, 
Herrick,  Hobart,  Hogeboom,  Hooka,  Jenkina,  Kidder, 
Lathrop,  Leftwich,  Lincoln,  Litchfield,  LiTermore, 
Long,  Longfellow,  McCoy,  Mangum,  Mallary,  Mark 


its  attention  for  a  few  minutes,  in  explaining  his 
views  on  the  subject,  which  his  situation  in  com- 
mittee had  prevented. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  F.,  the  principles  contended  for 
by  the  advocates  of  this  bill,  in  my  opinion,  are 


1 — \A '         ,  ■''  ''»""»>•"■.  i'»»ii«ij,  .«■!».-    i/j  ni«.  autucaica  ui    iiiis  uiii,  in  my  opinion,  are 

ley,  MatPon,  Morgan,  O'Brien,  Piuraer  of  New  Hamp- I  calculated    to   excite   serious   alarm-  the    power 


ahire,   Randolph,   Reed,  Reynolds,   Rives,    Saunders, 
Sharpe,    Sibley,    Arthur    Smith,    Alexander    Smyth, 


which  many  gentlemen  had  claimed,  and  which 
some  have  declared  "  they   will  not  surrender," 


<i„  ;  ..    o.    ,•  *     c.  L     11     I     rn   •'■         "'"'"^   ua . c  ucuiMTtTu  "uiey   Will  noi  surrenuer," 

Ten  rtVk  Th„",S;.t  f/'p""'""'  ^'"J''"''.      •Jl".  ;  iranscends  the  power  claimed  bv  a  majc.ritv  if 

Van    Rpn8SPi«Pr    v«n    Wv.k     UKir.^i„    vvVi.l,„.     19^°^^^  ^'^e  J^'g"^  of  an  extension  of  the  power  ot 


ghi  01  an  extension  ol  the  power  „. 
Congress,  even  to  the  omnipotence  of  a  British 
Parliament.  Our  system  of  government  presents 
an  anomaly — it  is  a  confederation  of  independent 
governments — it  bears  no  analogy  to  any  other 
system,  and  gentlemen,  in  my  humble  opinion, 
fall  into  gross  errors  by  any  attempts  to  find  anal- 
ogy with  any  other  Government.     By  some,  it  is 

Dwight,   Eaton,    Eddy,    Edwards  of  Pennsylvania^  I  con^^ndt^d.  "  this  power  must  reside  somewhere  ; 

''■'      --       ■■       "  .     -  '    the  people  have  surrendered  it ;"  and  they  as^sume 

this  position,  that  '•  the  State  governments  do  not 
possess  it ;  and,  of  course,  it  must  be  in  Congress." 
Sir,  the  whole  power  of  Congress  is  given  by  your 
Constitution  ;  from  what  other  source  can  you 
derive  it?  It  is  created  by  the  Constitution.  The 
error  of  gentlemen  appears  to  be,  in  the  applica- 
tion of  the  same  rule  of  conNtruction  to  the  Con- 
-^ — •;.' -.  •; stitution  of  the  United  States,  as  is  justly  applied 

N.^l^xrin^'^o        ^V'T^y'  Moore  of  Alabama.  ,  to  the  State  .constitutions.     Here,  si'r,  the  analogy 

?:u::;o"n^oroL."pi:ir^o7rnnsyiva'^^^^^^^^^^^  i  ^t ::^:::i^i^T :X'':^::^^  i 

Prince,  Rankin,  Richards.  Rich,  Rogers.  Rosa.  Sand-  i  CoLt^rtL^n'^rihe' U^ilecl  'str':^' T^^^^^ 


Van  Rensselaer,  Van  Wyck,  Whipple,  Whitman, 
Williams  of  Virginia,  Williams  of  North  CaroHna, 
Wilson  of  South  Carolina,  and  Wood — 85. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander  of  Tennessee.  Allen  of 
Tennessee,  Allison,  J.  S.  Barbour,  Bartley,  Beecher. 
Blair,  Brcck,  Brent.  Brown,  Buckner,  Campbell  of 
Ohio,  Carter.  Cassedy,  Condict,  Conner,  Cook, 
Crowninshield.  Cushman,  Cuthbert,  Day,  Durfee, 
Dwight,  Eaton,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania, 
Ellis,  Farrelly,  Forward.  Fuller,  Garrison,  Gazlay, 
Govan,  Gurley,  Hamilton,  Harris,  Hayden,  Hemp- 
hill, Henry,  Herkimer,  Holconibe,  Houston,  Ingham, 
Isacks,  Jennings,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  J.  T.  John- 
son, F.  Johnson,  Kent,  Kremer,  Lawrence,  Lee,  Letch- 
er, Little,  Livingston,  Locke,  McArthur,  McDuffie, 
McKean,  McKee,  McKim,  McLane  of  Delaware,  Mc- 
Lean of  Ohio,  Martindale.  Marvin,  Matlack.  Mercer, 
Metcalfe,  Miller,   Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania,  Mitchell 


ford.  Scott,  Sloanc,  William  Smith,  Spence,  Stande- 
fer,  J.  Stephenson,  Stewart,  Storrs.  Strong,  Swan, 
Test,  Thompson  of  Kentucky,  Tod,  Trimble,  Udree. 
Vance  of  North  Carolina,  Vance  of  Ohio,  Vinton, 
Warfield,  Wayne,  Webster,  Whittlesey,  White,  Wick- 
liffe,  Williams  of  New  York,  James  Wilson,  Henry 
Wilson.  Wilson  of  Ohio,  and  Woods — 116. 

The  question  recurring   on  Mr.   Randolph's 
motion  for  indefinite  postponement — 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  observed,  that  he  had 


is,  in  Itself,  undoubtedly  true,  in  part ;  but  the 
conclusion  does  not  follow.  It  is  undoubtedly 
true,  that,  if  the  power  is  not  in  the  people,  it  is 
in  the  State  governments;  and  you  will  find  it 
so  admitted  :  for  the  power  to  construct  roads  and 
canals  has  been  in  constant  exercise  in  every 
State  in  the  Union.  The  grand  distinction  be- 
tween the  constitutions  of  the  State  governments 
and  of  the  United  States,  is  this— the  State  con- 
stitutions limit  and  define  power — the  Constitu- 


i;Bfor.«.i  ™,.ti.  „#.„.,.  I        L — J  "—•"-"--     -"'""""o  I. iijii  ttiiu  utriiut:  power — me  L/onsuiu- 

nn   r    .r  Ki  "!?'  *'>^.^'»^,  '""c^^  ^atisfac-  ,  tion  of  the  United  States  grants  power.     Where, 

subi'ect  whil^h!  1     ^'^'""-^^'^^.^^  '^''  interesting  |  then,  is  the  analogy  between  them  ?     The  con- 
r.lm'.7      f  ..  Vl^'JP'r*^  '^^^  attention  of  the    struciive  power  of  Congress  is  denied. 
iecroTde^n°^nt.r  ^^"^^/"^  ™^°y  ^^y^  ^  ^f"^>-        If  mv  view  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
iccount  of  ^h^l Tn  ,  H      r  ^u^'^'l'^'  "'  \'*^  °°    ^'"'^  ^  ^°"^^^'  '^  '""^^  ^  admitted,  that  unless 
portance  of  cnrn^^^^  ""^  '^'  "^J"?''  "'  '^'  '""-    '^'  Constitution  of  the  United  States  has  expressly 

r-?"''."?.^°^'T'"g  '°  ^  co"^c'  conclusion  on  the    given  Congress  the  power  to  construct  roads  and 


Constitutional  power  of  Congress  in  relation  to  it ; 
and  the  re.sult  had  been,  on  bis  mind,  a  thoroucrh 
conviction  that  Congress  did  not  possess  the  power 
by  the  Constitution,  to  engage  in  a  system  of  in- 
-lernal  improvements,  as  contemplated  by  this  bill 
'  And,  in  addition  to  this,  that,  even  if  Congress 


canals,  you  do  not  possess  this  power,  nor  can  you 
pass  this  bill,  without  violating  the  rights  of  the 
State  governments.  Indeed,  this  seems,  in  some 
degree,  to  be  admitted  :  for  the  advocates  agree  in 
thi.s,  that  the  power  must  be  executed  either  by 
express  delegation  or  by  necessary    implication. 
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And,  sir,  where  do  they  find  it  ?     One  gentleman,  I 
(Mr.  Clay,)  is  fully  persuaded,  that  it  is  contained  j 
in  the   power  to  establish  post   offices  and  post  j 
roads.     Another,  (Mr.   McLane,  of  Delaware,)  ; 
disclaims  this  ground  entirely  ;  but,  sees  it  clearly 
in  the    power  to    regulate  commerce.     Another,  ' 
(Mr.  McDuFFiE,)  rejects  this  as  altogether  unten- 
able  ;  but  discovers  it,  as  clear  as  the  noon  day's 
sun,  in  the  power  to  declare  war,  and  the  general 
sweeping  phrase,  all  powers  necessary  and  proper  ; 
for  carrying  the  foregoing  powers  into  effect.     It  | 
is  unnecessary  to  pursue  this  further.     If  the  power  ' 
is  given,  why  do  not  gentlemen  agree  in  what ' 
part  of  the  Constitution  it  is  to  be  found  ?     Sir,  : 
this  single  circumstance  convinces  me  that  the  I 
power  is  not  granted.     One  position  assumed  by  1 
the  advocates  of  this  bill,  is  entitled  to  partic- 
ular notice  ;  it  is  the  assumption  that  the  power  I 
"  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,"  gives  to  Congress  the 
"  right  of  appropriating  the  money  so  collected, 
to  any  purpose  whatever."     This  may  properly  be 
termed  the  involution  of  power.     That  one  power 
can   create   another,  and  a  greater   power,  is  a 
principle  entirely  novel  and  extraordinary  ;  and 
if  it  be  correct,  the  single  power  vested  by  the 
Constitution    in    Congress   to   "  lay   and   collect 
taxes,"  vests  in  Congress  a  power  so  absolute,  that 
any  other  power  granted  by  the  Constitution,  was 
entirely  unnecessary,  and  every  other  part  of  the 
Constitution  must  be  superfluous  !     Strange  as  this 
must  (in  my  view)  appear,  it  has  been  contended 
by  the   gentleman   from    South    Carolina,  (Mr. 
McDi'FFiE,)   that   the   powers  of  Congress,  "  in 
'  promoting  the  general  welfare,  are  only  limited 
*  by  its  own  discretion,  and  the  responsibility  of 
'  members  to  their  constituents,  at  the  elections." 

If  this  principle  be  correct,  to  what  conclusion 
does  it  lead  ?  Most  certainly  this :  that  the  power 
of  Congress  is  absolute  and  despotic,  and  the  Con- 
stitution a  dead  letter ;  and  if  the  rights  of  the 
State  governments  are  prostrated,  and  the  dearest 
interests  of  the  people  most  wantonly  sacrificed, 
and  your  Treasury  beggared,  you  find  an  ample 
remedy  in  dismissing  your  worthy  agents  !  Sir, 
in  my  opinion,  the  people  would  feel  greater 
security  in  knowing  that  unconstitutional  acts 
are  void,  than  in  the  belief  that  they  are  merely 
voidable. 

But,  sir,  supposing  a  bare  majority  believe  you 
do  possess  the  power,  can  it  be  expedient  to  exer- 
cise It  1  It  is  well  known  that,  if  not  a  majority, 
at  least  a  very  resf^ecUble  minority,  and  composed 
of  men  of  no  ordinary  talents  and  experience,  sin- 
cerely believe  Congress  do  not  possess  this  power. 
Will  you  persist  in  the  attempt  to  exercise  a  doubt- 
ful power  ?  The  gentleman  from  Louisiana  (Mr. 
Livingston)  has,  with  his  usual  candor,  declared 
that,  "  if  he  considered  the  power  as  at  all  doubt- 
ful, he  would  not  exercise  it."  Does  the  power- 
ful opposition  which  this  scheme  of  internal  im- 
provement by  Congress  has  met  with,  for  many 
years,  create  no  doubts  on  the  subject?  Does 
the  proposed  amendment  to  the  Constitution, 
which  has  been  laid  on  our  tables,  calling  on  the 
States  to  give  to  Congress  this  power,  and  eman- 
ating from  such  a  source,  (I  make  do  allusion  to 


any  thing  passing  in  the  other  branch  of  the  Le- 
gislature, except  what  is  laid  on  our  tables,  and 
printed,)  does  this  excite  no  doubt?  Does  not 
the  repeated  recommendations  of  at  least  three 
Presidents,  that  such  an  amendment  of  the  Con- 
isttution  should  be  proposed  to  the  Legislatures 
of  the  States,  furnish  some  evidence  that  at  least 
some  doubts  exist  even  among  the  best  informed 
'men  in  our  country,  as  to  the  Constitutional 
power  of  Congress  on  this  subject  ? 

Our  Government,  sir,  is  a  Government  of  opin- 
ion, and  its  strength  and  durability  depend  on  the 
combination  and  preservation  of  the  moral,  as 
well  as  the  physical  power  of  the  country  in  its 
favor  ;  with  these  combined,  it  is  the  strongest 
Grovernment  on  earth.  Destroy  the  moral,  and 
the  physical  power  is  gone. 

There  are  two  modes  by  which  written  consti- 
tutions may  be  destroyed — one  by  force,  by  the 
bayonet !  Spain  furnishes  an  example  of  this. 
The  other  by  sapping  and  mining.  Beware  you 
do  not  furnish  this  example !  By  gradual  en- 
croachments on  the  rights  of  the  States,  and  of 
the  people,  is  there  no  danger  of  shaking  the  con- 
fidence of  the  people  in  the  Administration  of  the 
Government  ?  Is  there  no  danger  of  destroying 
their  confidence  in  the  Constitution,  which  they 
have  always  considered  as  the  charter  of  their 
liberties,  and  the  grand  palladium  of  their  rights  ? 
Where  is  the  necessity,  at  this  time,  for  hazard- 
ing such  an  experiment?  Your  country  has  ex- 
isted, it  has  prosf)ered  for  many  years  without  it. 
What  is  your  present  condition  ?  It  is  true  we 
were  informed  that  there  was  a  balance  in  the 
Treasury  of  §9,000,000.  We  have  since  been  told, 
that  nearly  §3,000,000  of  this  is  wanted  to  meet 
current  expenses  under  former  appropriations, 
leaving  a  balance  of  about  §6,000,000.  Have 
you  not  already  pledged  this,  for  the  purchase  of 
the  seven  per  cent,  stock,  by  an  act  passed  during 
the  present  session  ?  Does  not  your  debt  now 
exceed  $90,000,000?  And  do  you  not  propose  to 
increase  it,  by  adding  $5,000,000  for  Spanish 
claims  ?  Do  you  believe  a  national  debt  a  na- 
tional blessing  ?  Sir,  you  cannot  meet  the  cur- 
rent demand  for  1825,  without  new  loans  or  taxes ! 
We  are  told,  sir,  that  only  $30,000  is  required  by 
this  bill !  If  I  am  not  much  mistaken,  the  Cum- 
berland road  commenced  with  a  less  amount ;  but 
how  did  it  end  ?  Nearly  $2,000,000  have  already- 
been  expended,  and  it  is  not  ended  yet  ?  You 
are  constantly  appropriating  your  20  and  $30,000 
for  its  preservation,  for  about  one  hundred  and 
thirty  miles  of  road ;  and  you  have  now  on  your 
table  a  bill  to  extend  this  road — to  increase  this 
sinking  fund.  Sir,  this  Cumberland  road  afifords 
an  example,  which  ought  to  warn  you  of  your 
danger — at  least  to  pause  and  reflect  before  you 
proceed  another  step. 

You  have  been  engaged,  session  after  session, 
in  devising  some  mode  for  its  preservation  ;  and 
what  is  its  present  condition  ?  In  whose  hands 
is  the  power  to  regulate  and  govern  this  road — to 
preserve  it  from  wanton  injury  ?  Do  the  States 
through  which  it  passes  protect  it  ?  No,  sir!  Does 
Congress  possess  or  exercise  any  jurisdiction  over 
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11     ^  '      I  ^  7  .'I'ari  P«"^^  b''!"  fo"-  erecting    Eddy,  Ellis,  Farrelly,  For.vth,   Forward,  Fuller,  G.r- 
toU-galps.     \ouT  bills  trtve  been  reiurned   by  the  i  rUon,  Gazlav,Govan,  Gurley,  Hamilton   Harri.  Hav 
Executive,  with  objections  to  their  constitution-    den,  Hemphill,   Henry.  Herkimer,  Holcombe  'hou«. 
ahty.     This  great  question  is  unsettled  ;  and  will     ton,  Ingham,  Isacks, 'Jennings,  Johnson  of  Virginia 
you  involve  yourselves  deeper  and  deeper  in  such    J-  '!'•  Johnson,  F.  Johnson,  Kent,  Kremer,  Lawrence' 
difficulties?     I  beg  gentlemen  to  pause.     Do  not^*«'   Letcher,    Little,  Livingston,  Locke,   McArthur' 

nnpn  a   Arain   fr<->rii   i/mir  Tp-^n.  ..,.r     «.U._u :ii     „_        MrDiifii*    MflCann     M/.I<:o«     \l^u:^      \m  .1 /-  •.    .* 


open  a  drain  from  your  Treasury,  which  will  ex- 
haust all  your  resources — excite  sectional  jealou- 
sies ;  array  the  old  States,  which  have  made  their 
vast  improvements  by  their  own  means  and  re- 
sources, against  the  new  Stales,  which  are,  by  this 
scheme  ot  internal  improvement,  to  be  the  only 
gainers!  Sir,  will  you,  by  passing  this  bill,  open 
the  doors  of  your  Treasury  to  an  expenditure,  far 
beyond  the  civil  list,  and  the  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  your  Army  and  Navy — and  not 
even  stop  to  inquire  how  these  roads  and  canals 
are  to  be  kept  in  repair  ?  or  who  has  the  conser- 
vation of  them? 

We  have  been  told,  sir,  that  this  scheme  of  in- 
ternal improvement  i?  to  bind  your  union  toee 
iher      ^  -        -'  ■  .'  .    .        6 

xeal  to 

fortunately  break  the  cord  ! 


McDuffie,  McKean.  McKee.  McKim,  McLane  of  Del* 
aware,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Martindale,  Marvin,  Matlack, 
Mercer,  Metcalfe,  Miller,  Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania', 
Mitchell  of  Maryland,  Moore  of  Kentucky,  Moore  of 
Alabama,  Neale,  Nelson,  Newton,  Owen,  Patterson 
of  Pennsylvania,  Patterson  of  Ohio,  Plumer  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Poinsett,  Prince,  Kaukin,  Reynolds,  Rich, 
Rogers,  Ross,  Sandford,  Scott,  Sloane,  William  Smith, 
Spence,  StanJefer,  J.  Stephenson,  Stewart,  Storrs, 
Strong,  Swan,  Test,  Thompson  of  Kentucky,  Tod', 
Trimble,  Udree,  Vance  of  North  Carolina,  Vance  of 
Ohio.  Vinton,  Wartield,  Wayne,  Webster,  WhitUe- 
aey,  White,  Wicklifle,  James  Wilson,  Henry  Wilson, 
and  Wilaon  of  Ohio— 113. 

So  the  House  refused  to  postpone  the  bill. 

Lei  gentlemen  beware,"lest;in  Thei;  g"reat    thp^hm^?""  ."T"''  the  followitig  amendment  to 

;tetbal  t-hTcord^ '^^^  ^^'^^'  ''''  "^  '  ^^^  —^  ^^  ^^^^^         '"'''''''''' 
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I  hope,  sir,  the  motion  for  postponement  will  'a.  .  h>°".  *PP''"^»on  of  the  Legialatnre  of  any 
prevail,  and  that  we  shall  wait  until  an  onportu-  I  i*  <>; Territory,  the  President  of  the  United  Sutea 
nity  be  offered  for  the  States  to  act  upon  thVpro-  i  '*  e^  auiho"«d  to  employ  such  officers  of  the 

posed  amendment  to  the  Constitution  grantin-  to  '  Z^n!..!"^'""*"  "      i*"*^  '^"''  P'°P*''  '"^  '"'^' 
Congress  the   power  in   question,  and^o  pay  off    lVa7can\u7sT' ^""^^^  eatimates    of  .uch 

our  national    HpIu  •    anH    if    «ir    lu^   -  i  *       .  ,  "'^  ""*"  "  *^*  ™*y  ^«*™  "^  nationa    import- 

our  national   deb  ,    and   il,  sir,  the  amendment    tance  in  a  mihtary  point  of  view  or  necessary  for  the 

proposed  t^o  the  Constitution   should   be  adopted,  '  transportation  of  Ihrpublic  maU'wahinTuch'stl  oJ 


and  your  Treasury  overflow,  we  shall  all  cheerfully 
unite  in  "  providing  for  the  common  defence  and 
m  promoting  the  general  welfare."  But  if  the 
motion  to  postpone  shall  not  prevail,  I  shall  feel 
it  my  duty  to  propose  an  amendment,  to  clear  the 
bill  of  Constitutional  objections,  which  it  has  not 
been  in  my  power  to  propose  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

The   question    was    then    taken   on   indefinite 
postponement,  and  decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  as 

follows : 

Ykas— Messrs.  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Allen  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, Archer,  Barber  of  Connecticut,  P.  P.  Bar- 
bour, Bartlett,  Bassett,  Bradley,  Buck.  Burleigh,  Bur- 
ton, Cady,  Cambreleng,  Campbell  of  South  Carolina, 
Gary,  Clark,  Cobb,  Collins,  Conner,  CrafU,  Craig, 
Culpeper,  Day,  Dwinell,  Eaton,  Edwards  of  North 
Carohna,  Findlay,  Floyd,  Foot  of  Connecticut,  Foote 
of  New  York,  Frost,  Garnett,  Gathn,  Gist,  Hall,  Har- 
vey, Herrick,  Hobart,  Hogeboom,  Hooks,  Jenkins, 
Kidder,  Lathrop,  Leftwich,  Lincoln,  Litchfield,  Liver- 
more,  Long,  Longfellow,  McCoy,  Mangum,  Mallary, 
Markley,  Matson,  Morgan,  O'Brien,  Plumer  of  New 
Hampshire,  Randolph.  Reed,  Richards,  Rives,  Saun- 
ders, Sharpe,  Sibley,  Arthur  Smith,  Alexander  Smyth, 
Spaight,  Sterling,  A.  Stevenson,  Stoddard,  Taylor, 
Ten  Eyck,  Thompson  of  Georgia,  Tomlinson,  Tracy, 
Tocker  of  South  Carolina,  Tyson,  Van  Rensselaer, 
Van  Wyck,  Whipple,  Whitman,  Williams  of  New 
York,  Williams  of  Virginia,  Williams  of  North  Caro- 
lina, Wilson  of  South  Carolina,  and  Wood— 86. 

Nars^Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Tennesaee, 
Allen  of  Tennessee,  Allison,  Bailey,  Baylies,  J.  8. 
Barbour,  Bartley,  Beecher,  Blair,  Breck,  Brent, 
Brown,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Carter.  Cafsedv,  Cook, 
Crowninahield,  Cushman,  Cuthbert,  Uurfee,'  Dwight, 


Territory  ;  and  cause  a  copy  of  such  surveys,  plans, 
and  estimates,  when  completed,  to  be  laid  before  Con- 
greas,  and  a  like  copy  to  be  laid  before  the  Legialature 
of  such  State  or  Territory." 

**  Sac.  3.  And  bt  it  further  enacted,  That  there 
shall  be  allowed  and  paid  to  each  officer  of  the  corpa 
ot  engineers,  in  addition  to   the   pay  now  allowed  by 

*»'*• P«r  tl«y  for  each   day  such  officer  shall  be 

employed  under  the  provision  of  this  act.  as  a  fall 
compensation  for  such  services  and  extra  expenses  at- 
tending the  same,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated." 

The  question  bting  taken,  without  debate,  the 
amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Reynolujs  then  moved  to  strike  out  the 
word  "  thirty"  fin  the  appropriating  clause)  and 
insert  "twenty.''  The  question  being  taken,  the 
amendment  was  negatived. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  engrossing  the 
bill  for  a  third  reading— and  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  called  for  by  McCoy,  stood  as  follows: 

Ykas— Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Tenneaaee, 
Allen  of  Tennessee,  Allison,  Bailey,  Baylies,  J.  8. 
Barbour.  Bartley,  Beecher,  Blair.  Breck.  Brent,  Brown, 
Campbell  of  Ohio,  Carter,  Casstdy.  Condict,  Cook, 
Crowninshield,  Cushman,  Cuthbert,  Durfee,  Dwight, 
Eddy,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Ellis,  Farrelly,  For- 
syth, Forward,  Fuller,  Garrison,  Gazlay,  Govan.Gur- 
ley,  Hamilton,  Harris,  Hayden,  Hemphill,  Henry, 
Herkimer,  Holcombe,  Houston,  Ingham,  Isacks. 
Jennings,  Johnson,  of  Virginia,  J.  T.  Johnson,  F. 
Johnson,  Kent,  Kremer.  Lawrence,  Lee.  Letcher, 
Little,  Livingston,  Locke,  McArthur,  McDuffie,  Mc- 
Kean, McKee,  McKim,  McLane  of  Delaware,  McLean 
of  Ohio,  Martindale,  Marvin,  Mallack.  Mercer,  Met- 
calfe, Miller,   Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania,    Mitchell   of 
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Maryland,  Moore  of  Kentucky,  Moore  of  Alabama, 
Neale,  Nelson,  Newton,  Owen,  Patterson  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Patterson  of  Ohio,  Plumer  of  Pennsylvania, 
Poinsett,  Prince,  Rankin,  Reynolds,  Rich,  Rogers, 
Ross,  Sandford,  Scott,  Sloane,  Wm.  Smith,  Spence, 
Standefer,  J.  Stephenson,  Stewart,  Storrs,  Strong, 
Swan,  Test,  Thompson  of  Kentucky,  Tod,  Trimble, 
Udree,  Vance  of  North  Carolina,  Vance  of  Ohio, 
Vinton,  Warfield,  Wayne,  Webster,  Whittlesey, 
"White,  Wickliffe,  James  Wilson,  Henry  Wilson, 
and  Wilson  of  Ohio — 115. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Allen  of 
Mafisachusetts,  Archer,  Barber  of  Connecticut,  P.  P. 
Barbour,  Bartlett,  Bassett,  Bradley,  Buck,  Burleigh, 
Burton,  Cady,  Cambreleng,  Campbell  of  South  Caro- 
lina, Gary,  Clark,  Cobb,  Collins,  Conner,  Crafts.  Craig, 
Culpeper,  Day,  Dwinell,  Eaton,  Edwards  of  North 
Carolina.  Findlay,  Floyd,  Foot  of  Connecticut,  Foote 
of  New  York,  Frost,  Garnett,  Gatiin,  Gist,  Hall,  Har- 
vey, Herrick,  Hobart,  Hogeboom,  Hooks,  Jenkins, 
Kidder,  Lathrop,  Leftwich,  Lincoln,  Litchfield,  Liver- 
more,  Long,  Longfellow,  McCoy,  Mangum,  Mallary, 
Markley,  Matson,  Plumer  of  New  Hampehire,  Ran- 
dolph, Reed,  Richards,  Rives,  Saunders,  Sharp*,  Sib- 
ley, Arthur  Smith,  Alexander  Smyth,  Spaight,  Ster- 
ling, A.  Stevenson,  Stoddard,  Taylor,  Ten  Eyck, 
Thompson  of  Georgia,  Tomlinson,  Tracy,  Tucker  of 
Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Tyson,  Van 
Rensselaer,  Van  Wyck,  Whipple,  Whitman,  WU- 
liams  of  New  York.  Williams  of  Virginia,  Williams 
of  North  Carolina,  Wilson  of  South  Carohna,  Wood, 
and  Woods— S6. 

To-morrow  was  then  assigned  for  the  third  read- 
ing of  the  said  bill. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

Mr.  Ton  then  moved  that  the  House  go  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
with  a  view  to  take  up  the  bill  for  a  revision  of  the 
tariff. 

Mr.  Randolph  rose,  and  said:  "  Sufficient  for 
the  day  is  the  evil  thereof" — I  hope  the  House  will 
do  no  such  thing. 

Mr.  Ha.milto.n  was  going  on  with  some  remarks, 
bearing  in  part  on  the  merits  of  the  bill,  when  Mr. 
Taylor  called  him  to  order — and  the  Chair  de- 
cided that  he  was  out  of  order,  on  a  question  mere- 
ly to  take  up  the  bill,  to  go  into  its  merits. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  Mr.  Ton's  mo- 
tion, and  carried — ayes  93,  noes  82. 

The  House  accordingly  went  into  Committee 
of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  Mr.  Con- 
dict in  the  Chair;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ton, 
took  up  the  tariff  bill ;  which  was  read,  in  part,  at 
the  Clerk's  table. 

Some  progress  having  been  made  in  the  read- 
ing— 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Webster,  the  Committee 
rose,  reported  progress,  and  had  leave  to  sit 
again. 

The  Hoose  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Webster, 
went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to 
authorize  the  is&uing  of  letters  patent  to  Samuel 
Brown. 

Mr.  W.  stated  the  circumstances  of  the  case, 
and  quoted  precedents  to  show  that  similar  acts 
had  frequently  passed. 

The  Committee  rose,  and  reported  the  bill  with- 


out amendment ;  and,  after  some  conversation 
between  Mr.  Little  and  Mr.  Burto.n,  it  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading.    / 


Wednesday,  February  11. 

Mr.  Little,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions 
and  Revolutionary  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the 
petition  of  Catharine  Lauderman,  accompanied 
by  a  bill  for  her  relief;  which  bill  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  L.,  from  the  same  committee,  made  a  re- 
port on  the  petition  of  John  Bradford,  accompa- 
nied by  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  represent- 
atives of  Charles  Bradford ;  which  bill  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Hanson  Kelly,"  reported  the  same  without 
amendment ;  and  the  bill  was  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Allen,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Accounts,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill 
from  the  Senate,  to  revive  and  continue  in  force 
an  act,  entitled  "An  act  fixing  the  compensation 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  of  the  clerks  employed 
in  their  offices,  and  of  the  Librarian,"  reported  the 
same  without  amendment ;  and  the  bill  was  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading  to-day ;  which  was  sub- 
sequently done,  and  the  bill  passed. 

The  resolution  yesterday  offered  by  Mr.  Ran- 
kin, respecting  the  boundary  lineof  Arkansas,  was 
taken  up  and  agreed  to. 

The  resolution  yesterday  offered  by  Mr.  Owen, 
respecting  the  compensation  of  the  registers  and 
receivers  of  land  offices,  was  taken  up  and  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  Floyd  laid  the  following  resolution  on  the 
table,  for  consideration  to-morrow,  viz  : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  inform  this  House  whether  the  rules 
and  regulations  compiled  by  Gejieral  Scott,  for  the 
governmentof  the  army,  and  repelled  by  an  act  of  Con- 
gress of  the  7th  of  May,  1822,  are  now  enforced  in 
the  army,  or  any  part  thereof,  and  by  what  authority 
the  same  has  been  adopted  and  enforced. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jennings,  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  establishing  a  land  office  at 
Indianapolis,  in  the  State  of  Indiana. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Foote,  of  New  York,  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reducing  the  term 
of  service  in  the  militia  of  the  United  Sutes,  from 
forty-five  to  forty  years,  except  in  cases  of  inva- 
sion or  insurrection. 

In  pursuance  of  the  notice  given  yesterday,  Mr 
Thompson,  of  Georgia,  moved  for  leave  to  intro- 
duce a  bill  directing  the  payment  of  the  Georgia 
militia  claims,  for  services  rendered  during  the 
years  1792,  1793,  and  1794. 

The  Speaker  decided  that  the  .said  motion  was 
not  in  order,  inasmuch  as  the  subject-matter  em- 
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braced  by  the  bill  was  already  before  the  House, 
in  the  shape  of  a  report  from  the  Commillee  on 
Military  Affairs,  made  on  the  28lh  ultimo,  which 
had  been  committed,  and  made  the  order  of  the 
day  for  a  given  day  ;  and  that  the  granting  the 
leave  asked  to  introduce  the  bill,  would  have  the 
effect  of  bringing  the  same  subject-matter  into  dis- 
cussion in  two  different  forms,  and  at  two  differ- 
ent periods. 

Engrossed  bills,  of  the  following  titles,  viz  : 

An  act  to  define  the  boundary  line  between  the 
Edwardsville  and  Springfield  land  districts,  in 
the  State  of  Illinois ;  An  act  to  authorize  the  is- 
suing of  letters  patent  to  Samuel  Brown  ;  An  act 
to  procure  the  necessary  plans,  estimates,  and  sur- 
veys, upon  the  subject  of  roads  and  canals ;  were 
respectively  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  viz  :  "An  act  to  secure  the  accountability 
of  public  officers  and  others  ;"  and  "An  act  au- 
thorizing tiie  building  of  an  additional  number  of 
sloops  of  war,  for  the  naval  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States;"  in  which  bills  they  a^k  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House. 

The  said  bills  were  respectively  read  twice,  and 
committed,  the  first,  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means ;  the  second,  to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Too,  the  House  went  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Co.NnicT  in  the 
Chair,)  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  several  acts  for 
imposing  duties  on  imports. 

Mr.  Too  said  that  the  subject  of  protecting  do- 
mestic manufactures,  by  duties  on  imports,  had 
been  so  often  discussed,  that  a  particular  explana- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  Committee,  would  not 
probably  be  wanted.  That  he  should  state  the 
details  and  objects  of  the  bill,  and  some  of  the 
reasons  in  their  favor,  as  briefly  as  possiBle.  That 
there  was  nothing  here  proposed  that  was  new  in 
principle — nothing  but  to  extend  and  equalize  a 
system  which  experience  had  shown  to  be  most 
beneficial,  &nd  to  give  to  other  departments  of  do- 
mestic industry,  and  other  oppressed  portions  of  the 
community,  something  of  that  protection  which 
our  laws  had  so  liberally  and  wisely  given  to  the 
cultivators  of  cotton,  of  sugar,  and  to  all  the  in- 
terests of  navigation. 

One  object  of  the  bill,  said  Mr.  T.,  is,  that,  as 
to  some  certain  manufactured  articles,  the  raw 
materials  of  which  exist  in  abundance  at  home, 
we  should,  by  legislative  provision,  give  to  our 
own  workmen,  not  the  exclusive  supply  and  com- 
mand of  even  our  own  market,  but  barely  give 
them  a  part  of  the  business  of  furnishing  our  own 
people  with  the  plain,  rough  necessaries  of  life. 
That  another  object  of  equal  importance  was, 
that,  instead  of  continuing  to  support  the  agricul- 
turists of  Europe  in  almost  every  thing,  we  may 
be  compelled,  by  using  more  home  manufactured 
articles,  to  give  to  the  farmers  of  our  own  country 
some  market  for  their  products.  And  another  ob- 
ject, not  inferior  in  magnitude  to  either  of  the  for- 


mer two,  was,  to  give  to  the  country  that  strength 
and  power  which  arise  from  possessing,  within  it- 
self, the  means  of  defence,  and  to  rescue  it  from 
the  danger  and  disgrace  of  habitual  reliance  upon 
foreign  nations  for  the  common  daily  necessaries 
of  life. 

That  the  duties  proposed  were  upon  two  dis- 
tinct classes  of  articles.  One  class  is  that  upon 
silks,  linens,  cutlery,  spices,  and  some  other  things 
of  less  importance,  most  of  which  are  not  neces- 
saries by  any  means,  and  which,  with  few  excep- 
tions, do  not  much  interfere  with  any  home  pro- 
duction, or  with  any  manufacture  which  the 
country  is  now  prepared  for.  That  most  of  these 
articles  were  charged,  in  the  bill,  with  the  identi- 
cal increase  recommended  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury — this  for  the  purpose  of  revenue  chiefly, 
and  to  make  up  to  the  Government  the  deficien- 
cies which  may  probably  be  occasioned  by  check- 
ing the  excessive  importation  of  other  articles — 
but,  that  the  important  duties  proposed  in  the  bill 
were  for  the  purposes  of  protection,  and  were  upoa 
iron,  hemp,  lead,  glass,  wool,  and  woollen  goods. 

Mr.  T.  said  he  was  not  going  to  trouble  the 
Committee  with  a  debate  upon  the  question,  whe- 
ther our  country  ought  to  be  dependent  upon  the 
monarchies  of  Europe  for  those  necessary  articles, 
if  such  dependence  can  be  avoided.  Upon  that 
matter  he  was  content  to  take  the  opinion  of  the 
Committee,  such  as  it  was  already,  and  would 
go  on  to  aak  whether  such  dependence  could  be 
avoided. 

It  is  known  that  almost  every  State  in  the  Union 
is  capable  of  producing  iron  sufficient  for  the  sup- 
ply of  its  own  population,  and.  many  of  them,  a 
great  deal  more  ;  and  that  this  can  be  effected 
without  taking  a  single  hand  from  anv  profitable 
employment,  and  without  any  stimulus,  except 
that  of  a  market. 

As  to  hemp,  it  was  not  extravagant  to  say,  that, 
of  first  rate  hemp  land,  for  every  one  acre  which 
can  be  found,  throughout  all  Europe,  we  have, 
|)erhaps,  ten  acres  cleared,  and  not  applicable  to 
any  other  profitable  cultivation.  That  in  lead, 
we  may  challenge  the  globe,  having  not  mines 
only,  but  whole  territories  of  the  richest  ore,  per- 
fectly inexhaustible,  and  this  in  the  vicinity  of  nav- 
igable waters.  That,  of  wool,  it  was  certain  that 
not  only  every  State,  but  every  district  of  every 
State,  was  capable  of  producing  enough,  at  least, 
for  all  our  own  uses.  That  of  glass,  the  materials 
are  every  where.  If  Providence,  said  Mr.  T., 
meant  any  country  to  be  independent  of  others 
for  the  means  oi  subsistence,  that  country  is 
ours.  The  question  then  comes.  Have  our  people 
industry  and  spirit  enough  to  make  use  of  these 
natural  advantages  of  the  country  ?  The  only 
effectual  protection,  generally,  which  our  manu- 
factures ever  had,  was  by  the  late  war.  Thu.<<, 
possessing  by  accident  what  other  nations  give  by 
legislation  to  their  own  people,  the  command  of 
the  home  market,  our  workmen  made  a  progress 
that  never  was  exceeded  any  where.  Iron  was 
fabricated  to  an  extent  wanting  but  about  three 
thousand  tons  of  the  whole  consumption  of  tb« 
country.    Our  woollen  manufactures,  though  not 


quite  so  far  advanced,  were  carried  on  with  equal 
vigor,  and  with  the  same  prospect  of  ultimate  suc- 
cess, or  rather  with  the  same  certainty  of  soon  be- 
coming fully  adequate  to  the  wants  of  the  coun- 
try. Our  home  supply  of  white  and  red  lead,  and 
shot,  was  equally  sufficient.  Earthen  wares  were 
fabricated  in  immense  quantities,  and  with  an  ele- 
gance beginning  to  rival  the  workmanship  of  Eu- 
rope. In  glass,  our  people  not  only  began  to  rival, 
but  actually  had  rivalled,  the  workmen  of  Eng- 
land. Except  some  fine  articles  rarely  wanted, 
we  were  supplied  altogether  from  the  home  man- 
ufacture. It  is  notorious,  said  Mr.  T.,  that  all  our 
manufactures  of  iron,  lead,  glass,  earthen  wares, 
woollen,  and  cotton  goods,  flourished.  We  say 
that  they  also  caused  the  country  to  flourish  by 
giving  employment  to  the  industrious,  a  market  to 
the  farmer,  value  to  property,  life  to  every  sort  of 
valuable  business. 

Peace  came,  and  shortly  after,  the  new  tariff. 
It  may,  said  Mr.  T.,  be  deemed  absurd  to  argue 
now  against  a  law  which  passed  eight  years  a^o, 
and  the  mischief  of  which,  whatever  it  is,  naay 
now  be  supp<)sed  to  be  done  and  irretrievable.  But 
the  mischief  of  it  is  not  yet  finished.  The  tariff 
of  1816,  is  what  is  here  proposed  to  be  repealed  in 
part,  and  it  is  necessary  now  to  protest  against  the 
impolicy  of  the  measure.  What  at  that  time  was 
the  situation  of  the  country  every  one  knows.  The 
most  important  of  our  rnanulaciuring  establish- 
ments were  just  beginning.  They  were  yet  to 
gain  skill  in  management,  system,  habit,  all  the 
indispensable  requisites  which  experience  only  can 
give.  Probably  nine  tenths,  at  least,  of  the  own- 
ers were  in  debt,  and  only  getting  slowly  out  of  it 
by  the  weekly  profits  of  their  business.  In  a  word, 
according  to  the  emphatic  name  long  ago  given 
by  universal  popular  consent,  they  were,  in  every 
respect,  infant  manufactures.  To  expect  that, 
under  such  circumstances,  our  countrymen  should 
be  able  to  rival  in  cheapness,  the  old,  established 
foreign  manufactures,  was  to  expect  what  never 
yet  happened  in  any  country.  So  that,  what  in 
1816  was  called  a  moderate  protecting  duty  would 
scarcely  have  been  adequate  protection  against  a 
fair  and  liberal  European  competition,  but  was 
absolutely  nothing  against  the  little  tricks  of  op- 
pression by  which  wealthy  foreign  manufacturers 
can  afford  to  throw  away  cargoes  of  their  goods, 
at  reduced  prices,  or  at  no  prices,  in  order  to  break 
down  a  growing  rival,  and  indemnify  themselves 
by  fleecing  the  whole  country  afterwards. 

It  was  not,  continued  Mr.  T.,  said  or  believed, 
that  there  was  any  design  by  the  tariff  of  1816,  to 
put  down  our  rising  manufactures.  But  the  mis- 
take was  not  pernicious. 

It  was  the  fashion  of  the  day  to  consider  the 
question  of  protection  to  domestic  industry,  not  as 
a  question  between  our  manufacturers  and  those 
abroad,  or  between  our  own  country  and  foreign 
nations,  but  as  a  question  merely  between  our  own 
manufacturers  on  the  one  side,  and  all  the  remain- 
ing classes  of  our  own  people  on  the  other;  and 
that  whatever  could  be  withheld  from  the  mechanic 
was  not  to  be  lost  to  the  nation — not  at  all,  but 
only  divided  among  the  farmers,  the  planters,  and 
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the  merchants.  Then  there  was  the  cry  about 
taxing  the  many  for  the  benefit  of  the  few;  and 
monopoly.  But  what  had  chief  effect  in  destroy- 
ing our  manufactures,  and  almost  bringing  us 
back  again  into  colonial  bondage,  was  that  theory 
of  foreign  speculative  writers  called  political  econ- 
omists. A  doctrine  which  is  now  mentioned,  be- 
cause it  is  yet  adhered  to,  and  if  not  opposed,  is 
now  as  conclusive  against  the  bill  as  it  was  in  1816 
against  any  efficient  protection  of  domestic  indus- 
try. Thts  doctrine  teaches  that  all  interference 
like  the  present,  by  legislation,  has  merely  the  ef- 
fect to  force  capital  from  one  employment  into 
another.  That  this  forcing  can  only  be  from  an 
employment  more  productive  into  an  employment 
less  productive,  to  the  certain  injury  of  the  com- 
munity. The  argument  prevailed.  We  have 
seen  the  effects. 

Under  this  tariff,  said  Mr.  T.,  first  went  all  the 
newly  erected  manufactures  of  earthen  ware. 
They  and  their  workmen  are  now  no  more  talked 
of  than  if  they  never  had  existed.  In  the  same 
way  went  the  most  of  our  glass  factories,  our 
manufactures  of  white  and  red  lead,  our  woollens, 
our  hemp.  Domestic  iron  has  lingered  a  while 
longer,  and  still  holds  a  feeble  existence,  dwind- 
ling every  year,  and  gradually  sinking  under  for- 
eign importations.  All  the  devastations  and  losses 
of  the  war  were  nothing  compared  with  the  devas- 
tations and  losses  of  manufacturing  capital  under 
the  tariff  of  1816. 

But,  said  Mr.  T.,  the  sum  total  of  destruction 
of  domestic  industry  will  never  be  credited,  unless 
we  refer  to  the  public  records  for  the  amount  of 
manufactures  brought  from  abroad,  by  which  our 
own  have  been  oppressed,  excluded,  and  supplied. 
In  the  first  year  of  peace,  we  imported,  or  there 
was  imported  for  us,  of  lead  and  shot,  thirteen 
millions  of  pounds  ;  of  white  and  red  lead,  seven 
millions ;  periiaps  more  than  enough  for  two  years' 
consumption  of  the  country,  even  if  we  had  none 
of  .our  own.  The  average  of  the  imports  of 
both  since  the  peace,  amounts,  for  each  year,  to 
7,749,368  pounds  and  the  average  cost,  to  near 
half  a  million  of  dollars  a  year. 

Of  hemp,  in  the  first  year  of  peace,  we  received 
6,oD7  tons.  This  is  the  highest  importation,  ex- 
cept that  of  1822,  which  was  8,903  tons.  Average 
importation  of  hemp,  since  the  peace,  4,972  tons 
each  year. 

Costofit,  in  1821        -^    -        -    $510,489 

1822  -        -        -      876.687 

1823  -        -        -       652.591 

This  is  altogether  independent  of  the  manufactures 
of  hemp,  for  which,  tor  the  last  three  years,  we 
have  paid,  on  an  average,  §849,603  a  year. 

Earthen  ware,  being  altogether  an  ad  valorem 
article,  the  amount  imported  cannot  be  conveni- 
ently ascertained,  except  for  some  few  late  years. 

In  1822,  we  paid  for  them           -   $1,061,263 
1823 1,047,708 

All  these  values  and  sumsareof  the  imports,  after 
deducting  the  yearly  re-exportations  of  the  same 
article  ;  and  show  the  quantities  consumed  in  the 
country.    Glass  is,  partly,  an  ad  valorem  article. 
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For  the  year  1823,  it  cost  us  upwards  of  half  a 
million  of  dollars. 

Upon  an  average  of  the  last  three  years,  our 
imported  woollen  goods  have  cost  us  nearly  nine 
millions  a  year.     That  is — 

In  1821 §7.057,330 

1822 11,986,684 

1823 7,756,577 

During  the  first  year  of  peace,  our  country 
was  inundated  with  foreign  woollen  goods,  lo  the 
amount  of  §14,685,399.  No  doubt  but  a  consid- 
erable portion  of  them  were  sent  for  the  express 
purpose  of  glutting  the  market  with  double  the 
quantity  that  could  be  consumed. 

Domestic  bar  iron  made  the  longest  resistance. 
Our  foreign  supply  for  1816,  the  first  year  of  the 
peace,  was        -        .        .        -        12,282  tons 

In  1817,  it  rose  to  -        -        19,479  tons 

And  varied   from    that  but  inconsiderably,  until 

1822,  when  it  amounted  to  thirty-one  thousand 
one  hundred  and  seven  tons.  In  1823,  it  amount- 
ed to  thirty-three  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-seven  tons;  and,  in  the  same  year,  tlie 
consumption  of  miported  sheet  iron,  rods,  and 
hoops,  was  seven  thousand  and  forty-one  tons. 
Even  pig  iron  has  gradually  increased  from  one 
hundred  and  four  tons,  in  1818,  to  an  importation 
of  three  thousand  one  hundred  and  eleven  tons  in 

1823.  Add  that  all  the  steel  we  use  is  imported. 
But  of  this  there  is  no  complaint.  Perhaps  it  can- 
not be  fabricated  at  home  as  good  as  the  import- 
ed. Steel  is  not  charged  with  any  additional 
duty  by  this  bill.  Add,  also,  the  manufactures  of 
iron  and  steel,  which  are  imported  to  the  amount 
of  about  two  millions  of  dollars  a  year.  But  there 
is  no  complaint  of  this.  Perhaps  our  workmen 
in  the  fine  manufactories  of  those  metals  are  not 
so  skilful  as  the  European.  There  is  nothing  so 
intolerable  as  the  dependence  on  foreigners  for 
what  we  may  have  as  good  or  better  at  home; 
which  is  the  case  of  iron. 

It  was,  said  Mr.  T.,  estimated  by  our  statistical 
writers  in  1816,  that  the  quantity  of  bar  iron  ne- 
cessary for  a  yearly  consumption,  of  the  United 
States,   was   from   forty-eight   to   fifty   thousand 
tons.     Since  that  time,  from  the  decay  in  agri- 
culture, in   manufactures,   in   building,   in  every 
species  of  improvement  and  of  useful   business, 
and  from  the  frugality  which   belongs  to  poverty, 
it  is  probable  that  the  yearly  consumption  of  bar 
iron  has  been  lessened  eight  or  ten  thousand  tons. 
But,  however  improbable,  let  it   be  supposed  to 
continue  the  same,  and  to  amount  to  furiy-eight 
thousand  tons  a  year.     Then  we  import  thirty- 
three  thousand  tons  from  Europe,  and  make  for 
ourselves  fifteen  thousand.     If  any  gentleman  is 
prepared  to  say  this  is  as  it  ought  to  be,  then  he 
must  contend  that  we  should  be  in  the  high  road  of 
national  wealth,  if  our  farmers  were  to  get  from 
abroad  two-thirds  of  the  grain  and  provisions  for 
their  families,     h  is  notorious  that  these  thirty- 
three  thousand  tons  of  iron  may  be  made  at  home, 
that  the  workmen,  while  not  employed   in  that 
business,  can  be  employed  in  any  other  profitable 
business.     That  the  food  by  which  they  could  bo 
sustained  is  now  witliout  a  market,  and  useless. 


If  so,  whatever  is  paid  to  Europe  for  iron,  is  paid 
for  what  may  be  had,  in  substance,  for  nothing, 
at  home.  That  is,  it  will  cost  the  nation  nothing, 
nor  cost  the  consumer  any  more  than  what  he 
now  pays,  except  that  small  addition  which  arises 
from  the  higher  rale  of  wages  of  labor;  a  cost 
which  must  inevitably  be  more  than  made  up  to 
him,  the  consumer,  in  a  hundred  different  ways. 

Thus,  sir,  said  Mr.  T.,  for  these  plain,  common 
necessaries,  which  our  own  country  is  so  compe- 
tent to  produce,  lead,  hemp,  earthen  wares,  wool- 
len goods,  and  unmanufactured  iron,  we  go  on 
paying  a  tribute  to  foreigners  of  more  than  thir- 
teen millions  of  dollars  a  year;  and,  from  a  vis- 
ionary fear  of  forcing  capital  into  an  unproductive 
channel,  by  protecting  domestic  industry,  we 
have  ended  by  forcing  our  own  manufacturing 
capital  into  non-existence,  and  our  workmen  into 
beggary.  What  advantage  has  accrued  to  any 
portion  of  the  community  to  compensate  for  this 
loss  ?  Who  is  benefited  i  Not  the  farmer.  His 
share  of  the  gains  from  the  suppression  of  manu- 
factures is  only  to  have  the  produce  of  his  farm 
left  perishing  on  his  hands  for  want  of  a  market. 
As  little  has  the  merchant  gained,  whose  profits 
have  been  sinking  with  the  dtcay  of  domestic  in- 
dustry. As  little  has  the  Government  gained, 
which,  twice,  in  time  of  peace,  has  been  compelled 
to  resort  to  loans  to  defray  its  yearly  expenses. 

It  is  supposed,  said  Mr.  T.,  that,  during  the  war, 
our  manufacturer  took  advantage  of  the  situation 
of  the  country,  and  extorted  high  prices;  and  that 
now  he  may  be  enabled  to  lay  his  neighbors  under 
contribution  and  extort  prices  exactly  in  propor- 
tion to  the  increase  of  the  duties.  It  is  probable 
enough  that,  during  the  war,  and  at  all  other 
times,  our  manufacturers  have  taken  the  highest 
market  prices  tor  their  goods.  Buy  where  you  can 
buy  the  cheapest,  is  the  maxim  of  the  political 
economist,  without  inquirin?  whether  you  buy 
from  a  friend  or  an  enemy.  Whether  this  maxim 
is  right  or  not,  one  thing  is  certain,  that,  sell 
where  you  can  sell  the  highest,  has  been  the  gen- 
eral practice  of  every  seller  since  the  world  be- 
gan, and  to  expect  otherwise,  is  to  expect  an  im- 
practicable refinement  in  the  morality  of  trade, 
and  useless,  even  if  it  were  practicable. 

But,  said  Mr.  T.,  the  objection  seems  founded 
on  a  total  mistake  in  another  resj>ect.  High 
duties  on  the  rival  imports  are  not  for  the  purpose 
of  enabling  the  manufacturer  to  sell  his  wares  high, 
and  never  can  have  that  effect,  but  precisely  the 
opposite  effect,  Mr,  T.  spoke  only  of  those  arti- 
cles which  can  be  made  at  home  to  any  neces-sary 
extent,  and  tiie  raw  material  of  which  alxjunds  at 
home.  It  IS  protection  only  which  enables  the 
manufacturer  to  sell  them  cheaply.  And  protec- 
tion will  be  found  invariably  to  have  that  effect  in 
England,  in  France,  in  this  country,  in  every 
country  that  we  know  of  The  reason  why  pro- 
tection from  foreign  rivals  should  be  so  absolutely 
necessary  to  the  cheaf)ness  of  any  manufacture, 
need  not  be  accurately  inquired  into,  when  we 
know  the  invariable  fact.  Perhaps  it  is  that 
cheapness  depends  essentially  upon  the  assurance 
of  a  market;  a  steady  demand.     The  great  mar. 
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ket,  the  home  market,  creates  this  demand.  The 
profits  of  business,  to  be  very  small,  must  be  very 
certain.  This  certainly  can  never  be  had  without 
an  exclusion  of  accidental  supplies.  Probably  an 
auction  of  cargoes  of  cotton  goods  every  month, 
in  the  neighborhood  of  the  best  established  cotton 
manufactory  in  England,  would,  in  two  years' 
time,  be  sufficient  to  break  it  down.  Such  ex- 
clusion is  peculiarly  necessary  to  manufacturing 
establishments  when  beginning.  No  industry,  no 
skill,  no  economy,  can  hold  them  up  if  abandoned 
by  their  Government,  and  left  exposed  to  be  un- 
dersold by  foreign  rivals,  who  know  that  to  slop 
them  is  to  destroy  them.  So  familiar  is  this  to 
the  two  greatest  manufacturing  nations  of  the 
world,  England  and  France,  that,  when  they 
mean  peculiarly  to  cherish  any  manufacture, 
{which  they  invariably  do,  every  manufacture 
which  their  people  are,  or  can  be  made  competent 
to,)  they  do  not  content  themselves  with  a  duty  of 
twenty-five  or  thirty  per  cent,  on  the  foreio^n  rival 
commodity,  but  they  impose  a  duty  nearly  equal 
to,  and  sometimes  above,  the  value  ot  the  article, 
or  they  prohibit  it  altogether. 

As  to  details  of  the  bill,  Mr.  T.  observed,  that, 
on  cotton  goods,  the  bill  left  the  duties  as  it  found 
them,  with  one  exception.  The  minimum  valu- 
ation of  imported  cloths  is  raised  from  twenty- 
five  cents  the  square  yard,  to  thirty-five  cents. 
The  intent  is  to  give  protection  to  fabrics  superior 
in  fineness,  by  two  or  three  grades,  to  those  which 
are  now  protected.     As  to  the  very  lowest  priced 

?;oods,  and  those  in  the  second  and  third  grades 
rom  the  lowest,  the  addition  here  proposed  to  the 
duty  is  merely  nominal.  Those  goods  will  never 
be  impotted.  The  duty,  as  to  them,  is  already 
effectual.  It  is  clear  that  immense  benefits  have 
accrued  to  the  country  from  that  prohibition. 
This  valuation  of  thirty-five  cents  prohibits  no 
cotton  goods  which  may  not  be  fabricated  better  at 
home  than  any  imported,  and  cheaper,  too,  most 
certainly,  as  soon  as  foreign  competition  is  exclud- 
ed, and  never  before. 

A  specific  duty  is  proposed,  of  six  cents  per 
square  yard,  on  cotton  bagging.  It  is  understood 
that  the  war.  which  excluded  importations,  gave 
to  Kentucky  and  other  Western  States  the  oppor- 
tunity to  supply  the  cotton-growers  with  bagging 
— a  trade  not  hurtful  to  eitlier  side,  but  Which  is 
now  prostrated.  The  duty  of  six  cents  is  intend- 
ed to  be  protective  and  prohibitory,  and  to  give 
to  those  States  which  manufacture  the  bagging, 
and  which  consume  vast  quantities  of  cotton,  an 
advantage  corresponding  in  a  very  small  degree 
with  the  protecting  duty  enjoyed  by  the  cotton- 
grower  of  three  cents  a  pound. 

As  to  the  specific  duties  on  sundry  articles  of 
hard  ware,  Mr.  T,  said  those  were  taken  chiefly 
from  a  list  furnished  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  some  years  ago,  in  answer  to  a  call  from 
the  House.  This  was  from  a  desire  to  substitute 
specific  duties  wherever  practicable.  Complaints 
are  made,  that,  in  some  items,  the  change  pro 
posed  will  be  inconvenient.  If  the  Committee 
think  so,  these  will   be  struck  out. 

If,  continued  Mr.  T.,  the  prevalence  of  smug- 


gling is  apprehended  from  this  increase  of  the 
duties,  a  little  reflection  will  perhaps  show  the 
alarm  to  be  unfounded.  The  duties  here  proposed 
are  not  extravagantly  high,  not  amounting  to  one- 
half  of  the  usual  protecting  duties  in  other  coun- 
tries. There  seems  no  just  reason  to  apprehend 
that  the  practice  ever  can  be  carried  on  in  this 
country  so  as  materially  to  affect  any  provision  of 
the  law,  either  for  revenue  or  for  the  protection  of 
domestic  manufactures.  No  ship-owner,  no  cap- 
tain, incurs  the  risk  of  forfeiting  ship  and  cargo 
for  the  sake  of  evading  the  duties  on  such  arti- 
cles as  can  be  clandestinely  landed.  This  dread 
of  smuggling  is  perhaps  imported  from  Great 
Britain,  and  received  here,  like  many  other  im- 
pressions, without  much  inquiry  whether  it  is  ap- 
plicable to  our  situation.  The  British  coast  is, 
perhaps,  as  extensive  as  our  own,  France  lies 
within  sight.  A  boat  may  sail  from  one  country 
to  the  other,  probably,  in  less  than  one  night. 
The  English  duty  on  French  silks  is  said  to  be 
between  eight  and  nine  dollars  per  pound.  So  on 
brandies — their  duties  are  very  high.  So  on  laces. 
The  English  smuggler,  if  successful,  gains  enor- 
mous profit;  whereas  here  there  are  not  only  all 
the  difficulties  arising  from  distance,  but  there  is 
no  such  temptation  of  profit.  Take  the  article 
said  to  be  charged  with  the  highest  duty  in  our 
tariff  for  the  purpose  of  protection — that  of  coarse 
cottons — which  are  said  to  pav  a  duty  of  100  per 
cent:  suppose  they  could  be  landed  without  de- 
tection— would  they  be  smuggled?  No.  Because 
smuggling  can  only  be  of  those  articles  which  can 
be  bought  very  cheap  and  sold  very  dear.  So, 
take  any  article  charged  the  highest  in  this  bill  for 
the  purpose  of  protection.  Take  those  woollen 
cloths,  subject  to  the  minimum  valuation  of  forty 
cents,  or  those  subject  to  that  of  eighty  cents:  so 
far  from  any  just  ground  to  apprehend  smuggling, 
reason  and  tact  will  show  that  a  reduction  of 
their  price  below  the  lowest  that  can  be  imported 
will  inevitably  follow  their  protection. 

As  to  the  question,  what  effect  this  bill,  if  passed, 
will  have  upon  the  revenue?  it  may  be  answered, 
Mr.  T,  thought,  satisfactorily,  to  every  friend  of 
the  measure.  The  importation  of  some  things  may 
be  stopped,  and  are  intended  to  be  stopped  ;  but  of 
those  Items  the  most  important  to  the  revenue, 
the  reduction  of  the  amount  of  imports  by  the  sub- 
stitution of  domestic  goods  must  be  more  than 
made  up  bv  the  augmentation  of  the  duty.  Be- 
sides, the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  clearly 
shown,  in  his  communication  to  Congress  at  the 
last  session,  that  the  most  of  what  can  be  lost  to 
the  revenue  by  the  prevalence  of  home  manufac- 
tures may  be  restored  in  the  augmented  duties 
upon  articles  which  will  still  be  imported.  For 
three  years,  or  perhaps  longer,  it  may  be  reasona- 
bly expected  that  the  revenue  will  be  increased  by 
the  change  here  proposed.  But,  if  the  contrary 
were  apprehended,  that  would  be  no  reason  against 
increasing  the  real  wealth  of  the  country  by  pro- 
tecting domestic  industry. 

I  have,  said  Mr.  T.,  but  one  thing  more  to  men- 
tion. On  this  important  question,  supposing  the 
matter  to  be  in  itself  doubtful,  have  we  nothing 
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by  which  to  direct  the  judgment  to  a  safe  conclu-  any  thing  which  any  gentleman  does  not  know 
sion  ?  We  have.  We  have  the  opinions  of  our  to  be  the  fact,  let  him  consider  the  whole  experi- 
own  experienced  statesmen.  We  have  the  exam-  ment  as  thrown  away.  Instead  of  the  oppression 
pies  of  other  nations.  We  have  actual  fact  and  '  of  the  poor,  and  a  tax  on  the  community  to  sup- 
experiment  at  home.  Mr.  Hamilton  and  Mr.  Jef-  i  port  the  manufacturer,  that  article,  protected  by 
ferson  have  shown  that  our  only  source  of  national  i  the  prohibitory  duty,  is  now  afforded  to  the  con- 
prosperity  was  in  the  protection  of  domestic  man-  |  sumer  at  a  less  price  per  yard,  than  those  flimsy 
ufactures,  the  latter  publicly  retracting  an  opinion  '  India  muslins  used  to  be  sold  for;  and  if  you  take 
to  the  contrary  in  his  Notes  on  Virginia.     Every  |  durability  and  other  qualities  into  view,  it  is  now 


President  of  the  Union,  whenever  he  has  men- 
tioned the  subject,  which  has  been  very  frequently, 
has  given  the  same  opinion.  So  every  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury.  It  is  not  known  that  one  public 
man,  since  the  formation  of  the  Government,  ex- 
cept members  of  Congress  representing  districts, 
has  given  a  different  opinion.    It  is  notorious  that 


sold  for  one-half,  perhaps  for  one-third,  its  former 
price.  Instead  of  our  workmen  being  found  un- 
equal to  the  India  or  British  manufacturer,  they 
have  been  able  to  contend  with  the  British  them- 
selves, on  equal  ground,  in  every  market,  success- 
fully, as  is  proved  by  the  notorious  practice  of  the 
British  workmen,  of  palming  their  coarse  cotton 


the  chief  nations  of  Europe  are  wealthy  md  pow-  !  goods  upon  their  customers,  under  the  name  and 


erful  almost  exactly  in  proportion  to  the  vigilance 
with  which  they  exclude  the  products  of  foreign 
industry  and  cherish  their  own  ;  and  others  weak 
and  miserable  exactly  in  proportion  to  their  de- 
pendence on  the  industry  of  their  neighbors.  But 
we  want  no  example  of  foreign  nations.  We 
have  an  experiment  of  our  own,  conclusive.  I 
mean,  said  Mr.  T.,  the  prohibitory  duty  imposed 
in  the  year  1S16  on  cotton  cloths,  the  only  prohib- 
itory duty  we  ever   had  in   this  country  for  the 


disguise  of  American.  Instead  of  smuggling,  it 
is  clear  that  those  India  muslins  could  not  now  be 
sold  in  this  country,  if  the  duly  was  taken  off, 
and  a  bounty  allowed  on  their  importation.  In- 
stead of  supporting  the  agriculture  of  India,  by 
wearing  their  cottons,  we  create  an  immense 
market  for  the  raw  material  raised  in  our  own 
country;  and  another  market  to  our  own  farmers, 
for  the  immense  quantities  of  provisions  consumed 
by  the  workmen.    Instead  of  destroying  commerce, 


protection  of  domestic  industry.  Like  the  princi-  it  is  a  fact,  that,  in  the  town  of  Providence,  where 
pal  articles  in  this  bill :  there  the  prohibitory  duty  the  prohibitory  duty  had  an  operation  as  strong 
was  on  an  article,  the  raw  material  of  which  {  as  in  any  place,  the  coasting  trade  is  more  than 
abounds  at  home.  Now,  it  ought  to  be  ever  re-  \  doubled.  All  these  benefits  have  followed  pro- 
raembered  that,  when  that  prohibitory  duty  on  the  teclion,  in  one  instance,  of  an  article  fabricated 
coarser  cotton  cloths,  by  minimum  valuation,  was  from  our  own  raw  material.  Similar  benefits,  in 
proposed  by  Mr.  Dallas,  then  Secretary  of  the  a  greater  or  less  degree,  may  reasonably  be  ex- 
Treasury,  (for  the  immortal  honor  of  the  measure  !  pected,  from  a  similar  protection  of  woollen  man- 
belongs  to  him,)  no  effort  was  left  untried  by  the  •  ufactures,  and  of  hemp,  lead,  glass,  and  iron 


opponents   of  protection    to  crush    the  measure 
And,  even  after  it  became  a  law,  the  merchants  of 
Salem,  by  a  memorial  to  this  House,  showed  how 
detestable  the  measure  was  considered   to   be  by 
them,  and  assailed  it  by  predictions  of  every  ruin- 
ous consequence.     What,  then,  were  those  argu- 
ments against  the  prohibitory  duty  on  coarse  cot- 
tons, and  the  pernicious  consequences  which,  ac- 
cording to  the  fears  of  the  merchants,  and  the 
books  of  the  economists,  were  most  surely  to  hap- 
pen?    First,  that  imported  coarse  cottons  were 
used  in  immense  quantities,  chiefly  by  the  poor; 
that  nothing  could  be  more  iniquitous  and  oppres- 
sive, than  to  wring  from   the  poor  double  prices 
for  the  necessaries  of  life,  in  order  to  divide  the 
proceeds  among  a  set  of  rapacious  manufacturers, 
who,  so  far  from   being  able  to  enter  into  compe- 
tition with  the  workmen  of  India  or  England, 
could  never  live  by  their  trade,  unless  they  had  a 
charter  for  extortion,  and  were  quartered,  by  force 
of  law,    upon    the   hard    working   agriculturists. 
Then,  there  was  monopoly — monopoly  ;  and  tax- 
ing the  many  for  the  benefit  of  the  few.     Was 
this  all?   Not  half    The  people  would  have  India 
muslins,  in  spite  of  the  law  ;  smuggling  would 
come  in  fashion,  and  morals  be  spoiled.     Com- 
merce and  ship-building  would  sink,  together  with 
the  public  revenue.    Now,  said  Mr.  T.,  if,  in  stat- 
ing the  consequences  which  really  have  followed 
the  prohibition  of  foreign  coarse  cottons,  I  slate 


When  Mr.  Too  had  concluded — 

Mr.  P.  P.  Barrolr  said,  that,  though  he  was 
entirely  opposed  to  the  bill,  he  was  desirous  th^t 
Us  advocates  should  have  an  opportunity  of  fully 
setting  forth  all  that  could  be  said  in  its  favor, 
and  the  members  of  the  House  have  time  for  a 
further  consideration  of  its  details.  As  soon  as 
sufficient  lime  for  these  two  objects  had  elapsed, 
he  should  move  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause. 

Mr.  Randolph  then  obsirved,  that,  on  a  late 
occasion,  a  gt-ntleman  from  Massachusetts,  who, 
when  he  did  not  instruct,  seldom  failed  to  enter- 
tain the  House,  had  told  us,  that,  if,  in  opposition 
to  his  resolution,  he  should  chance  to  encounter  a 
wind-mill,  he  should  be  obliged  to  take  a  tilt  with 
it.  He  must  confess,  that  he  had  not  a  tythe  of 
the  gallantry  which  distinguished  the  gentlemaa 
from  Massachusetts — he  had  no  particular  relish 
to  encounter  wind-mills  of  any  kind — but,  of  all 
the  wind-mills  that  ever  could  appal  the  imagina- 
tion of  Don  Q,uixotte  himself,  defend  me,  (said 
Mr.  R.,)  from  wind-mills  that  go  by  water.  As 
he  wished  for  .some  respite,  before  entering  upon  a 
bill  that  was  to  signalize,  perhaps  to  eternize,  the 
Eighteenth  Congress,  he  moved  that  the  Commit- 
tee rise. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  motion  for  ris- 
ing. It  was  lost — ayes  75,  noes  84. 

Mr.  Too  then  moved  to  rise,  and  report  the  bill 
without  amendment. 
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Mr.  Ca.mbheleng,  of  New  York,  after  inquiring  |  go  into  a  discussion  of  the  merits  of  the  bill  at  this 
whether  it  was  in  order  to  offer  amendments  to  time.  If  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  thought 
the  bill,  after  it  should  go  into  the  House,  and  be-  l  that  a  consumption  of  that  article  which  so  pow- 
ing  answered  by  the  Chairman  in  the  negative,  \  erfully  affected  the  upper  story,  w^as  an  advantage 
observed,  that  the  gentlemen  opposed  to  the  bill  to  the  country,  let  him  then  endeavor  to  strike  out 
had  not  come  pre|»ared  to  enter  immediately  on  this  clause.  But,  if  the  interests  of  morality  were, 
Che  discussion  of  iis  details,  and  he  hoped  some  fur-  |  as  was  generally  believed,  concerned  in  diminish- 
ttUer  time  w^ould  be  allowed  for  consideration.  If-  ing  its  consumption,  then  the  clause  ought  to  stand, 
the  friends  of  the  bill  were  determined  to  press  it,    Rum  had  been,  with  much  truth,  denominated 


they  must  be  met;  but,  he  trusted  they  would  in 
dulge  its  opponents  with  some  further  time ;  and 
he  renewed  the  motion  made  by  Mr.  Randolph, 
that  the  Committee  now  rise. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  spoke  to  the  question 
of  order;  which,  he  stated  to  be,  that  amendments 
might  be  offered  in  the  House,  which  went  to  di- 
minish the  amount  of  duties  proposed  by  the  bill, 
but  not  ^uch  as  were  intended  to  increase  that 
amount. 

Mr.  Clay  said,  he  was  far  from  wishing  to  pre- 
vent a  fair  and  deliberate  discussion  of  the  bill; 
but  some  regard  must  be  had  to  time.  Numerous 
petitions  had  been  presented  on  the  general  subject 
of  a  revision  of  the  tariff,  the  readmg  of  which  had 
been  dispensed  with,  and  they  still  lay  on  the  table 
of  this  House.  Would  it  not  be  respectful  to  these 
numerous  petitioners,  (and  they  amounted  to  thou- 
sands,) to  have  some  further  disposition  given  to 
these  documents?  They  should  either  be  taken 
up  and  read,  or  referred  to  a  committee,  to  have 
their  contents  presented  i;i  a  condensed  form,  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole.  The  voice  of  al- 
most the  whole  country  had  come  up  to  the  House, 
setting  forth  a  picture  of  distress,  invoking  the  in- 
terposition of  Congress — that  voice  ought  at  least 
to  be  heard. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  staled  that  the  reading  of  the 
petitions  would  occupy  much  time.  He  had  taken 
pains  to  count  their  number.  It  amounted,  more 
than  three  weeks  ago  to  seventy,  and  must  be  now 
over  a  hundred.  He  suggested  their  reference  to 
the  Committee  on  Manufactures;  and  withdrew 
the  motion  for  rising. 

The  reading  of  the  bill  was  then  gone  through, 
when — 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  moved  to  strike  out 
the  255lh  and  2oGih  lines,  containing  a  duty  on  im- 
ported spirits ;  the  enacting  of  which  clause  would 
not  increase  but  rather  impair  the  revenue,  and 
would,  besides,  operate  as  a  bounty  on  intemper- 
ance. 

Mr.  Clay  expressed  a  hope  that  the  motion 
would  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Foot  replied,  that  he  was  sorry  no  friend 
of  the  bill  rose  to  stale  the  reason  which  induced 
the  committee  to  insert  this  clause.  For  himself, 
he  was  not  to  be  driven  from  his  opposition  to  the 
measure  by  a  mere  suggestion  or  wish  of  any  gen- 
tleman. He  believed  the  clause  would  have  a  ten- 
dency materially  to  injure  the  foreign  commerce 
of  the  country.  The  present  duty  was  already  so 
high  as  to  amount  almost  to  a  prohibition  of  the 
W'esl  India  trade.  If  the  object  of  gentlemen  was 
to  destroy  foreign  commerce,  be  it  so,  but  let  it  be 
avowed. 
Mr.  Trimble,  of  Kentucky,  was  not  disposed  to 


'  ihe  Indian's  Devil,"  but,  if  the  interests  of  com- 
merce required  that  the  whole  country  must  gel 
intoxicated,  he  would  thank  the  gentleman  to  say 
which  was  best,  that  they  should  use  foreign  or 
domestic  spirits  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  Foot  said,  that  though  be  professed  no 
great  skill  in  such  matters,  he  would  answer  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky.  It  was  not  best  to  ^et 
intoxicated  with  new  spirits,  but  with  that  which 
had  a  little  age.  But  was  it  seriously  true,  that 
the  committee  who  reported  the  bill  were  desirous 
of  encouraging  the  manufacture  of  spirits  ?  If  so, 
they  look  the  proper  method,  in  laying  this  addi- 
tional duty  on  that  which  is  imported. 

Mr.  Trimble  said,  in  rejoinder,  that  he  had  often 
been  astonished  at  the  fund  of  ideas  sometimes 
manifested  by  his  Eastern  friends;  but  he  was 
happy  that  he  could  now  account  for  all  the  queer 
notions  from  that  section  of  our  country. 

Mr.  McDuFFiE  observed  ihal  the  subject  was  of 
a  nature  little  suited  to  levity:  it  called  for  grave 
discussion.  What  was  the  state  of  facts  in  rela- 
tion to  it  ?  Seven  or  eight  years  since,  we  enjoyed 
a  great  amount  of  revenue  from  the  importation 
of  foreign  spirits ;  but  the  duly  already  laid  had 
reduced  that  duty  by  two  millions  of  dollars.  The 
question  was  clearly  a  question  of  revenue.  Was 
it  pretended  that  whiskey  was  an  article  the  man- 
ufacture of  which  ought  to  be  cherished  ?  It  was 
a  principle  which  had  long  been  settled  in  politi- 
cal economy,  that  luxury  was  a  proper  subject  for 
taxation  and  revenue.  But  the  present  clause 
went  to  diminish  the  revenue  from  this  source, 
while,  at  the  same  time,  it  tended  to  increase  the 
use  of  the  article  by  the  people.  Of  all  the  vari- 
ous descriptions  of  manufacture,  this  was,  in  every 
view,  the  least  worthy  to  be  encouraged.  It  in- 
volved little  skill,  capital,  or  machinery;  and 
could  not  be  argued  for  on  any  of  the  grounds 
usually  taken  on  the  subject  of  the  tariff. 

Mr.  Clay  differed  entirely  from  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  ;  but  he  was  very  unwilling 
to  go  into  discussion  of  the  general  principles  of  the 
bill  on  one  of  \{\  mere  incidental  details.  A  better 
course  would  be  for  some  gentleman  to  move  to 


strike  out  the 


enacting 


clause,  and  then  let  the 


Committee  lake  up  the  measure  on  general  grounds. 
It  has  been  said  that  the  clause  in  question  would 
diminish  ihe  revenue.  This  might  possibly  be  the 
fact ;  but  must  it,  therefore,  necessarily  diminish 
the  w^ealth  of  the  country  ?  Suppose  we  had  im- 
ported ten  millions  of  gallons  oi  foreign  spirits. 
It  is  true,  we  derived  the  amount  of  the  revenue 
upon  it,  which,  so  far,  was  a  gain  ;  but,  so  far  as 
we  thereby  encouraged  foreign  agriculture,  we 
paid  an  equivalent  for  what  we  gained.  But,  if, 
instead  of  having  been  manufactured  abroad,  and 
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paid  for  abroad,  the  same  quantity  had  been  made 
at  home,  and  paid  for  at  home,  which  would  have 
been  the  greatest  gain  to  the  country?    Wealth 
at  home  was  to  be  prefer^d  to  that  which  was 
brought    into   the  country    from   abroad.      And 
were  this  duty,  instead  ot  being  diminished,  to  be 
increased  yet  more  than  is  now  proposed ;  were 
the  tax  on  it  to  be  increased,  so  as  to  go  to  an  ab- 
solute prohibition,  I,  for  one,  said  Mr.  C,  am  pre- 
pared for  myself,  and  I  may  say  for  ray  constit- 
uents, to  meet  a  tax  on  our  home  products.     I  am 
not  to  be  frightened  by  that  ominous  word  "ex- 
cise— excise,"  if  the  wealth  of  the  country  is  sub- 
stantially to  be  promoted.     I  agree  that  the  West- 
ern country  is  interested  in  the  manufacture  of 
spirits  ;  but  I  ask, by  importing  spirits,  are  you  not 
encouraging  the  foreign  manufacturer  ?     We  may 
experience  the  same  vicissitude  in  seasons  and  in 
crops  that  other  countries  have  experienced — we 
may  experience   times  of  scarcity,  and  even  of 
famine.   Whatever  encourages  the  extensive  grow- 
ing of  grain,  provides  you  with  a  resource  against 
such  a  calamity.     But  this  article  affects  not  only 
the  grain-growing,  but  the  fruit-growing,  and  the 
malt-making  districts  of  our   country — they  are 
all   interested  in  the  exclusion  of  foreign  spirits. 
Look  at  the  example  of  Elngland  ;  she  excludes  the 
brandies  of  France  and  the  gin  of  Holland  ;  and 
so  do  France  and  Holland  exclude  England  and 
each  other.     The  duty  has  a  double  operation  ;  it 
not  only  encourages  home  manufactures,  but  home 
agriculture  likewise — while  the  admission  of  for- 
eign spirits  not  only  goes  to  encourage  the  foreign 
manufacturer,  but  the  foreign  agriculturist  also. 

But,  I  will  not  anticipate  the  discussion  of  the 
general  question — when  that  comes  up,  I  think  I 
shall  be  able  clearly  to  show  that  the  national 
wealth  IS  the  only  substratum  on  which  to  raise 
taxation. 

Mr.  Garnett,  of  Virginia,  was  surprised  to 
hear  the  tax  on  foreign  spirits  advocated  on  the 
ground  of  encouraging  agriculture — its  operation 
was  directly  the  reverse.  Suppose  you  send  a 
bushel  of  wheat  abroad,  and  get  in  exchange  a 
gallon  of  rum  ;  you  thereby  destroy  the  demand 
abroad  for  one  bushel  of  grain  ;  but  this  bushel  of 
grain,  if  distilled  at  home,  will  produce  two  gal- 
lons of  spirits — so  that  when  home  spirits  are  used 
in  the  same  quantity  as  foreign,  they  occasion 
only  half  the  demand  for  agricultural  products 
that  would  arise  if  imported  were  used. 

Mr.  To.MUNsoN,  of  Connecticut,  agreed  in  the 
opinion,  that  it  was  improper  to  discuss  the  gene- 
ral questions  involved  in  the  bill,  on  incidental 
^  motions  respecting  its  details;  but,  since  the  motion 
has  been  made  to  strike  out  the  present  clause,  he 
considered  it  his  duty  to  support  that  motion.  The 
Speaker,  in  the  remarks  he  had  made  on  this  sub- 
ject, seemed  to  think  that  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try were  all  agriculturists — and  to  forget  that  our 
commerce  had  any  existence.  But  surely  that 
commercial  interest  which  had  proved  to  this 
country  a  source  of  so  much  wealth,  aggrandize- 
ment, and  national  glory,  was  at  least  to  be  looked 
to  as  much  as  the  interest  of  agriculture.  The 
honorable  Speaker  seemed  to  believe  that  we  are 


to  have  no  reference  whatever,  in  our  discussion  of 
the  duty,  to  our  exports  which  bring  in  the  foreign 
spirits — to  the   fish,   the  live  stock,  the  lumber 
which  go,  not  only  from  the  Eastern,  but  from 
the  Middle  States,  and  from  States  south  of  this 
District  also,  out  to  the  West  Indies,  and  bring 
back  the  spirits  in  return.     Even  under  the  duty, 
as  it  now  stands,  the  West  India  trade  is  languish- 
ing— the  only  profit  is  on  the  outward  cargoes, 
while  there  is  always  a  dead  loss  on  the  returns. 
In  this  exchange  of  commodities  consists  a  great 
part  of  the  commerce  of  this  country.     The  in- 
crease of  duty  on  foreign  spirits  now  proposed, 
will  destroy  that  branch  of  commerce  altogether — 
the  forests  of  Maine  will  not  be  cleared — the  fish- 
eries will  languish.     The  honorable  Speaker  has 
professed  his  readiness  to  meet  an  excise.     If  he 
is  ready  now  to  propose  an  excise  on  domestic 
spirits  to  the  same  amount  as  the  proposed  duty 
on  forein^n,  I  am  prepared  to  go  with  him  in  both. 
I  should  have  no  objection  that  the  committee 
make  the  duty  on  the   imported   article   fifteen 
cents  instead  of  six,  provided  they  lay  an  excise 
of  the  same  amount  on  the  domestic  article.   That 
would  indeed  be  a  public  blessing — and  would,  of 
itself,  produce  a  fund  more  than  sufficient  to  carry 
on  and  complete  that  magnificent  scheme  of  in- 
ternal improvements,  which  has  this  day  passed 
this  House.     The  measure,  as  now  proposed,  ope- 
rates in  a  peculiar  manner,  on  one  particular  dis- 
trict of  country.     The  interests  of  the  farmer,  the 
merchant,  and  the  manufacturer,  would  then  be 
alike  promoted.     As  to  any  moral  influence  thai 
is  hoped  to  arise  from  the  prohibition,  it  is  almost 
nothing.     I  admit  that  no  greater  social  or  indi- 
vidual evil  can  curse  a  nation,  than  the  excessive 
use  of  ardent  spirits  ;  but,  will  a  duty  of  six  cents 
a  gallon,  cure,  or  in  any  degree  lessen  this  evil  ? 
If  the  object  is  to  destroy  the  use  of  spirits,  let  us 
have  a  duty  that  will  prove  adequate  to  its  end. 
When  I  heard  the  section  read,  that  is  now  under 
discussion,  I  did  suppose  that  it  was  a  provision 
intended  >imply  for  revenue;  and  if  such  was  the 
calculation  of  the  committee,  they  have  labored 
under  a  great  miNlake  as  to  lacts.     The  effect  of 
an  increase  of  duty  on  spirits,  has  invariably  been 
to  diminish  revenue.     ^V'hal  has  been  the  expe- 
rience of  England  in  this  matter  1     Her  duties  on 
imported  spirits   amount,  now,  to  about   fifteen 
shillings  sterling  a  gallon  ;  and    yet,  the  article 
brings  less   into  the  Exchequer,  than  when  the 
duty  was  only  two  and  six  pence.     It  is  plain, 
however,  from  the  very  argument  of  the  honorable 
Speaker,  that  revenue  alone  was  not  the  object. 
Sir,  I  am  no  advocate  for  the  use  of  spirits  ;  nor 
is  the  country  from  which  I  come,  peculiar  at  all, 
(whatever  the  honorable  member  from  Kentucky 
may  suppose.)  for  its  attachment  to    the  use  of 
what  has  such  surprising  effects  on  the  upper  story. 
And,  lest  I  should  be  misunderstood,  I  will  assure 
the  friends  of  the  bill,  that  I  am  entirely  friendly 
to  it;  and  that,  were  this  clause  stricken  out,  the 
bill  should  have  my  cordial  approbation  and  sup- 
port. 

Mr.  Hamilto.n,  of  South  Carolina,   then  ob- 
served, that,  if  gentlemen  blended  any  views  to 
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morality  in  their  speculations  on  this  subject,  spir- 
its were  certainly  a  most  praiseworthy  subject  ot 
taxation.  But  if  the  section  now  objected  to  op- 
erates as  a  prohibition  of  foreign,  and,  at  the  same 
lime,  a  bounty  to  domestic  spirits,  the  objects  of 
morality  are  not  likely  to  be  promoted  by  so  high 
a  duty.  If  it  will  be  any  blessing  to  the  country  ; 
if  it  will  add  any  thing  to  the  lovely  scene  of  its 
domestic  felicity,  to  have  a  loathsome  stiil  on  every 
side  of  the  picture,  the  country  is  likely  to  be  su- 
premely blessed.  The  honorable  Speaker,  no 
doubt,  prefers  whiskey  to  brandy,  and  we  seem  in 
a  fair  way  to  have,  in  abundance,  the  pure  West- 
ern Ntuff,  fresh  from  the  still.  It  further  appears, 
that  we  are  about  to  have  a  famine,  and  that  it 
will  be  necessary  to  keep  the  whole  country  drunk 
for  fear  of  a  dearth.  VVe  have  indeed  pleasing 
prospects  before  us.  But,  to  be  serious,  when, 
from  the  days  of  Lord  Chesterfield,  till  the  pres- 
ent time,  the  records  of  British  history  are  filled 
with  the  discussion  of  this  subject — when  it  has 
been  so  ably  argued  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic, 
and  the  whole  subject  was,  as  he  supposed,  so 
fully  understood  and  settled,  he  had  really  been 
surprised  to  find  a  provision  of  this  kind  intro- 
duced into  the  bill. 

Mr.  Clay  rejoined.  He  had  been  much  amused 


tend  to  pursue  the  discussion  now,  Mr.  C.  said  he 
should  conclude  with  expressing  a  hope  that  all 
deliberations  and  discussion  of  the  Committee 
would  be  marked  with  a  spirit  of  moderation, 
amenity,  and  mutual  forbearance. 

Mr.  CuTHBEBT  said  that  he  only  rose  to  remark 
that  the  course  the  discussion  was  taking,  was,  in 
Itself,  a  proof  that  the  Committee  ought  now  to 
rise  and  report.  The  honorable  SpeaKer,  it  ap- 
peared, was  averse  to  this  skirmishing  mode  of 
warfare — and  why  ?  It  deranges  his  legions — it 
breaks  the  order  and  system  of  his  array,  and 
thereby  impairs  his  strength.  He  thought  it  was 
no  more  than  what  was  due  to  the  honorable 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Manufactures  to 
give  at  least  one  night's  reflection  to  the  extended 
exposition  of  the  bill  with  which  he  had  favored 
the  Committee.  The  honorable  gentlemen  had 
spoken  of  a  spirit  of  forbearance.  Was  there  not 
some  danger  of  its  being  thought  that  a  determi- 
nation to  press  the  discussion  farther  at  this  time 
would  show  some  want  of  that  spirit  ?  He  hoped 
the  Committee  would  rise,  and  would  himself 
make  the  motion  to  that  effect,  but  that  he  pre- 
ferred it  should  come  from  the  other  side. 

Mr.  Clay  then  said  he  would  with  great  pleas- 
ure oblige  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Georgia. 


with  the  witticisms  of  the  honorable  gentleman  |  The  only  reason  why  he  had  before  objected  to 
from  South  Carolina;  but  he  was  restrained  from    rising  was  the  early  hour. 
entering  into  any  thing  like  a  general  discussion 


Mr.  Clay  then  made  the  motion,  and  the  Com- 
mittee rose  and  reported,  and  had  leave  to  sit 
again. 


of  the  question,  by  a  fear  that  this  was  not  a  la 
vorable  time  of  the  day  for  such  discussion. 

Yet  he  could  not  retrain  from  noticing  the  ar- 
nument  of  his  honorable  friend  from  Connecticut.  t..„„c«.^  f^Vrnor,r  ^o 

If  he  had  rightly  apprehended  that  argument,  it  Ihursday,  February  i£. 

was  in  substance  this:  The  produce  of  Connecti-  Mr.  Cushman,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
cut  IS  sent  to  the  West  Indies,  and  spirits  consti-  Public  Buildings,  made  a  report  in  relation  to  the 
lute  the  return  cargo.  If  you  impose  a  higher]  works  on  said  buildings,  during  the  last  year,  and 
duty  on  spirits,  the  produce  of  Connecticut  can  no  ,  to  their  present  state  and  condition,  accompanied 
longer  be  sent  to  the  West  Indies.  But  this  same  \  by  a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  public 
argument  is  urged  with  equal  reason  against  the  buildings;  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
whole  tarifl'.  If  it  taxes  an  article  raised  in  the  \  mitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
Middle  States,  then  the  gentlemen  from  the  Mid-  :  Mr.  Cook,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
die  Slates  urge  this  argument.  If  you  tax  an  ar-  |  the  9th  of  December  last,  on  so  much  of  the  sey- 
iicle  that  is  the  produce  of  the  South,  then  gen-  |  eral  acts  passed  for  the  admission  of  Indiana,  Illi- 
ileraen  from  the  South  urge  it.  Each  different  '  nois,  and  Missouri,  into  the  Union,  as  sets  apart 
section  of  the  country  holds  the  same  language.  ;  a  portion  of  the  money  arising  from  the  sale  of 
The  honorable  gentleman  is  quite  ready  to  concur]  public  lands  in  those  States,  for  the  purpose  of 
in  an  excise  on  the  Western  whiskey,  because  ;  constructing  roads  and  canals  leading  to  those 
ihat  will  not  affect  Connecticut ;  but  if  any  duty  '  States,  respectively,  to  which  committee  was  re- 
is  proposed  that  touches  Connecticut,  then  our  '  ferred,  on  the  2d  instant,  a  resolution  of  the  Gen- 
commerce  IS  gone  at  once  !  The  glory  of  the  '  eral  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  reported  a 
nation  is  annihilated;  the  country  is  going  to  I  bill  to  authorize  the  laying  out  and  opening  of  a 
.-peedy  ruin  !  ;  road  from  Wheeling,  in  the  State  of  Virginia,  to 

The  argument  is  fallacious.  Its  fallacy  consists  '  the  seat  of  government  of  the  Stale  of  Missouri ; 
in  this:  it  assumes  that  those  persons  in  the  West  i  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Indies,  who  want  the  produce  of  Connecticut,    Committee  of  the  Whole. 


will  not  lake  it  unless  the  Connecticut  trader  will 
take  rum  in  exchange,  (which  he  will  not  do  if 
the  duty  is  raised  ;)  but  this  is  not  the  fact.  1  say 
that,  if  they  wani  the  produce  of  Connecticut,  as 
they  do,  and  will,  and  must  continue  to  want  it, 
and  the  Connecticut  trader  refuses  rum,  they  will 
give  him  something  belter.     They  only  give  rum 


The  resolution  laid  on  the  table  by  Mr.  Floyd, 
yesterday,  was  taken  up,  read,  modified,  and 
agreed  to,  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  inform  this  House  whether  the  rules 
and  regulations  corapiled  by  General  Scott  for  the 
government  of  the  Army,  are  now  enforced  in  the 


now   because  he  will  take  it,  and  it  is  the  worst  j  Array,  or  any  part  thereof,  and  by  what  authority  the 
thing  they  have  to  part  with.     As  he  did  not  ift-  j  t>ime  has  been  adopted  and  enforced. 
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The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting  a 
statement  of  contracts  made  by  the  Commissioners 
of  the  Navy,  during  tlie  year  1823;  which  were 
laid  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  commu- 
nication from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  ac- 
companied by  sundry  statements,  showing  the 
commerce  and  navigation  of  the  United  Slates, 
during  the  year  ending  on  the  30th  September, 
1823;  wiiich  were  laiil  on  the  table. 

Mr.  IsACKd  called  up  the  resolution,  offered  by 
him  some  time  since,  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  the  continuance,  for  five  years  longer,  of 
the  pensions  to  the  widows  and  orphans  ol'  such 
ofl5cers  and  privates  as  have  fallen  in  battle,  or 
been  wounded  in  the  late  war. 

The  resolution  is  in  the  following  words: 

^^Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  .Military  .AiTairs 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reviv- 
ing the  lawi;  allowing  a  pension  to  the  widows  and 
orphans  of  such  officers  and  privates  of  the  -\rniy  who 
may  have  fall<>n  in  action,  died  in  service,  or  of  wounds 
received  in  service,  during  the  late  war,  so  as  to  con- 
tinue the  said  pensions  for  the  term  of  five  years  longer, 
after  the  eipiration  of  the  tirsl  terms,  respectively." 

Mr.  WicKLiFFE  inquired  whether  the  widows 
and  orphans  of  marines  were  included  in  the  law 
proposed  to  be  revived. 

Mr.  I8ACK.S  answered  that  he  understood  not. 

Mr.  McCoy  hoped  that  the  |)ension  system 
would  have  leave  to  rest. 

The  question  being  put  on  agreeing  to  tlie  reso- 
lution, it  was  carried.     Ayes  TO,  noes  41. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  stated  that,  as  the  House 
might  be  called  on  to  vote  on  the  tariff  bill,  in  its 
present  shape,  he  had  taken  pains  to  prepare  a 
statement  of  what  would  be  the  practical  opera- 
tion of  the  provisions  of  that  bill,  which  he  was 
desirous  of  presenting  to  the  House. 

The  statement  was  received,  and,  after  an  un- 
successful motion  of  Mr.  Condict  to  lay  it  upon 
the  table,  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Tracy  called  up  the  resolution,  offered  by 
him  some  days  since,  making  certain  inquiries  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  relation  to  real 
estate  purchased  by  tlie  United  States.  The  reso- 
lution was  taken  up  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Lo.ngfellow,  by  leave  of  the  House,  pre- 
sented a  remonstrance  and  memorial  from  mer- 
chants and  other  inhabitants  of  the  town  of 
Portland,  in  the  State  of  Maine,  against  the  pas- 
sage of  any  bill  having  for  its  object  an  increase 
of  duties  on  foreign  manufactures,  upon  their  im- 
portation into  the  United  States,  for  the  purpose 
of  protecting  and  encouraging  domestic  manufac- 
tures; which  memorial  and  remonstrance  was 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
that  subject. 

Mr.  Henry,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  to  which  the  subject  was  referred,  reported 
a  bill  to  authorize  the  surveying  and  making  of  a 
road  from  a  point  in  the  northwestern  boundary 
of  the  State  of  Ohio,  near  the,  foot  of  the  rapids 
of  the  Miami  of  Lake  Erie,  to  Detroit,  in  the 
Territory   of   Michigan;   which    bill   was  read 


twice,   and   committed   to  a   Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Van  Rensselaer,  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  eipedi- 
ency  of  devising  suitable  regulations  for  the  pres- 
ervation and  police  of  the  Capitol  and  its  appur- 
tenances; and  Mr.  Van  Rensselaer, Mr.  Mercer, 
Mr.  Forsyth,  Mr.  Rich,  and  Mr.  Lathrop,  were 
appointed  the  said  committee. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  it.self  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  amend 
the  several  acts  for  imposing  duties  on  imports. 

The  question  pending,  from  yesterday,  was,  on 
the  motion  to  amend  the  bill,  by  striking  out  the 
words  following,  viz  :  "  On  all  foreign  distilled 
spirits,  fifteen  per  centum  upon  the  duties  now 
imposed  by  law,  and  in  addition  thereto  " 

Mr.  WicKLiFKE,  of  Kentucky,  first  rose,  in  con- 
tinuation of  the  debate  on  this  motion,  which  he 
considered  as  involving  the  great  principle  of  this 
bill,  and  particularly  so  far  as  it  affected  that  sec- 
tion of  the  Union  which  he  represented — a  consid- 
eration which,  he  hoped,  would  excusehis  troubling 
the  Committee  at  this  time.  Looking  at  the  con- 
tents of  this  bill,  at  liie  province  of  tlie  committee 
which  reported  it,  and  the  grounds  on  which  it 
had  been  sup|K)rted.  he  regarded  it  as  a  bill  in- 
tended for  the  protection  of  manufactures,  and 
not,  as  it  seemed  to  be  considered  by  the  supporters 
of  the  motion,  as  a  commercial  or  a  revenue  bill- 
Mr.  W.  said,  he  was  himself  disposed,  by  increas- 
ing the  duties  on  imports,  to  extend  to  the  infant 
manufactures  of  the  country,  and  to  the  encourage- 
ment of  its  industry,  all  the  protection  that  can 
be  given  to  them.  But,  whilst  he  would  do  this, 
he  was  not  disposed,  by  overdoing  this  encourage- 
ment, to  be  led  into  a  state  of  things  which  would 
necessarily  result  in  the  establishment  of  a  system 
of  internal  taxation  in  the  country.  He  did  not  be- 
lieve, he  said  that  the  Union  is  prepared,  at  this 
time,  for  that  state  of  things.  He  spoke  with 
great  confidence  for  that  jxjrtion  of  it  by  whose 
kindness  he  had  now  the  privilege  of  addressing 
the  House.  However  anxious  the  })eople  of  that 
part  of  the  country  might  be  to  promote  the  inter- 
ests of  domestic  manufactures,  they  were  not  pre- 
pared to  go  tlie  length  which  some  gentlemen,  not 
in  debate  on  this  floor,  indeed,  but  in  private  con- 
versation, had  seemed  to  intimate  that  this  mea- 
sure would  carry  us.  They,  said  Mr.  W,,  have 
no  fondness  for  your  excisemen  and  tax-gatherers. 
They  learned  a  song  in  1798,  the  memory  of  which 
tiiey  yet  cherish,  the  chorus  of  which  is  "  Liberty 
and  no  Excise!'"  In  time  of  war,  he  said,  they 
would  cheerfully  submit  to  the  burdens  of  internal 
taxation,  to  provide  for  the  support  of  the  armies 
and  navies  of  the  country;  but,  in  time  of  peace, 
they  would  as  soon  welcome  a  real  blue-light  man 
among  them,  as  an  exciseman.  They  would  as 
soon  hail,  as  brothers,  those  "just  men  made  per- 
fect,"' who,  after  having,  by  their  entangling  com- 
mercial relations,  brought  the  country  into  a  war, 
.seemed  to  think  that  the  machinery  of  our  Gov- 
ernment was  not  competent  to  its  successful  pros- 
ecuiiou. 
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Mr.  W\  did  not  make  these  remarks,  he  went 
on   to  say,  as  indicating  the  vote  he  was  to  give 
on  this  bill.     If,  however,  he  should  be  made  sen- 
sible that  the  bill  would  lead  to  the  state  of  things 
which  some  had  anticipated,  he  could  not  give  it 
his  support.     And  one  promise  he  was  prepared 
to  make  ;  that,  if  the  clause  now  under  considera- 
tion were  stricken  from  the  bill,  he  must  and  would 
vote  against  it.     Taking  this  bill  as  a  whole,  he 
could  not  regard  it  as  a  bill  to  increase  the  reve- 
nue of  the  country.     There  was  no  complaint,  he 
observed,  of  any  deficiency  of  revenue  to  meet  all 
the   expenditures  of  the   Government — unless  it 
should  be  desired  for  the  more  speedy  extinction 
of  the  public  debt,  to  which  measure  he  professed 
himself  friendly.     It  was  not  a  revenue  bill ;  for, 
the  House  had  been  told,  by  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  who  reported  it,  that  its  effect  probably 
would  be  to  diminish  the  revenue.    Mr.  VV.  there- 
fore, regarded  the  bill  simply  as  a  manufacturing 
bill,  having  for  its  object  the  encouragement  and 
protection  of  the  manufacturing  interest  of  the 
Viewing  it  lu  this  light,  if  the  clause 


domestic  distilled  spirits — from  either,  it  was  some- 
times too  much  promoted — gentlemen  might,  if 
they  pleased,  prefer  the  brandies  of  France,  or  the 
rum  of  Jamaica,  to  the  spirit  of  domestic  origin  ; 
but  their  preference  of  the  one  or  the  other  did  not 
affect  the  true  point  for  inquiry  here,  viz.  whether 
an  article,  which  we  can  abundantly  produce  at 
home,  is  susceptible  of  higher  taxation  when  com- 
ing from  abroad,  than  it  at  present  bears  ?  It  was 
a  manufacture,  surely,  as  worthy  of  protection  as 
that  of  straw  hats.  The  capital  employed  in  the 
one  manufacture  is  much  greater  than  that  which 
is  employed  in  the  other  ;  and  yet  the  House  was 
called  upon,  by  those  who  opposed  the  proposed 
duly  on  distilled  spirits,  to  protect  the  manufac- 
ture of  straw  hats  and  bonnets  by  a  tax  upon  leg- 
horns. It  was  as  good  an  argument  against  tax- 
ing them  as  against  taxing  distilled  spirits,  that 
such  a  tax  would  operate  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
commerce  of  the  country.  The  duty  on  Russia 
hemp,  too,  might  as  well  be  objected  to,  on  the 
ground  that  it  weakens  commerce,  and  lessens  the 
supply  of  the  article  to  the  Eastern  manufacturer. 
But,  he  said,  it  appeared  that  gentlemen  were  dis- 


country 

now  under  consideration  should  be  stricken  out,  .  ...  -    ■        i   o 

what    was   promised    to    the  .section   of  country  |  posed  to  exact  Irom  the  agricultural  btaie.s  en- 

which  he  represented,  m  lieu  of  the  .sacrifice  she  1  couragement  for  the  manulacture  of  cotton  and 

is  to  make,  by  paying,  in  the  increased  cost  of  the    woollen  cloths,  but  not  to  encourage  the  manulac- 

manufactured  articles  she  consumes,  the  additional    ture  of  whiskey  and  the  growing  ol  hemp,  because  a 

duties  proposed  by  the  bill  ?  trade  in   them  was  necessary  lor  the  interests  ot 


proposea  by 
The  gentleman  from  Connecticut  had  professed 
a  disposition  to  encourage  manufactures,  but  was, 
at  the  same  time,  against  the  commercial  interest 
contributing  its  proj)ortion  to  the  general  sacrifice. 
The  consumers  of  cloths,  and  other  articles  of  im- 
portation, designated  by  the  bill  for  higher  duties, 
were  called  upon  to  contribute  for  the  benefit  of 
the  manufacturers — for  the  bill  could  be  considered 
in  no  other  light  than  as  a  system  of  bounties  to 
manufacturers,  and,  by  this  bounty,  the  price  to 
the  consumer  was  to  be  advanced.     The  commer- 
cial interest  was  not  to  contribute  any  thing,  upon 
the  plan  of  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut,  but 
the  agricultural  interest  was  to  contribute  all.     Mr. 
"W.  replied  to  some  of  the  arguments  urged  yester- 
day.    Among  other  observations,  he  said,  why  is 
a  turther  duty  proposed  to  be  laid  on  bar  iron  and 
lead?     Because  the  country  abounds  in  those  ar- 
ticles, in  quantity  and  quality  equal  to  those  of  j 


commerce,  &c.  Mr.  W.  was  for  placing  these 
two  interests  of  the  country  on  the  same  footing. 
The  only  objections,  he  said,  which  he  had 
heard  to  the  increase  of  the  duly  on  the  importa- 
tion of  spirits,  were,  that  it  would  lessen  the  reve- 
nue of  the  country,  and  disturb  the  commerce  with 
the  West  India  islands.  As  to  the  first  of  these 
objections,  Mr.  W.  said,  it  would  apply  equally 
to  every  article  of  the  bill.  And,  as  to  the  second, 
he  argued  that  the  augmented  importation  of  the 
raw  material,  molasses,  from  which  rum  is  dis- 
tilled, would  more  than  compen.saie  for  the  dimin- 
ished importation  of  rum,  which  would  be  caused 
by  the  augmented  duty,  besides  affording  addi- 
tional employment,  in  the  manufacture  of  it,  to 
the  labor  and  industry  of  the  country.  Mr.  W. 
then  adverted  to  the  proposed  increase  of  duties 
on  coarse  cloths,  of  which  a  great  quantity  is  con- 
sumed in  the  country  which  he  represents,  and  to 


em 


any  other  "country  in  the  world.     So  of  the  raw  !  the  tax  to  be  levied  upon  his  constituents  to  the 
material  of  every,  other  article  of  manufacture    amount  of  increase  ol  duty,  by  the  consequent 
braced  in  the  bill.     Now,  Mr.  W.  asked,  is  it    augmentation  of  price  ot  the  article,  whether  ot 

domestic  or  foreign  manufacture.  Why  should 
this  be  exacted  from  his  constituents,  if  any  parti- 
cipation in  corresponding  advantages  was  wholly 
denied  to  them  ?  Mr.  W.  said,  he  wished  this  bill 
to  pass,  if  assured  that  it  would  not  have  the  effect 
which  some  predicate  of  it.  Yet  he  wanted  to 
see  something  like  reciprocity  in  its  details.  He 
was  not  willing,  whilst  his  constituents  were  to 
be  heavily  burdened  by  the  bill,  that  they  should 
derive  no   benefit  from  it.     He  was  not  willing 


the  policy  of  this  country,  while  increasing  the 
duty  upon  every  article  of  importation,  of  which 
the  country  possesses  the  raw  material,  and  the 
capacity  for  its  manufacture,  not  only  for  home 
consumption  but  for  exportation,  to  exclude  the 
only  manufacture,  of  any  extent,  of  the  Western 
country  ?  Is  there  a  greater  reason  for  imposing 
higher  duties  on  the  other  articles  embraced  in  the 
bill,  than  on  that  now  under  consideration  ?  Mr.  [ 
W.  here  adverted  to  the  amount  of  importation  of  j 
foreign  distilled  .spirits,  as  affected  by  the  existing 
duties,  and  went  into  an  inquiry  whether  this  was 
not  as  fair  an  object  of  taxation  as  any  other  ar- 
ticle of  import.  He  would  not  inquire,  he  said, 
whether  hilarity  was  more  promoted  by  foreign  or 


that  the  agricultural  interest  should  be  made  to 
pav  all,  and  receive  nothing. 

^lr.  Mallary  observed,  that  the  gentleman  who 
had  just  spoken  in  opposition  to  the  motion  had 
assigned  some  reasons,  which  he  considered  un- 


\ 


I 


1491 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1492 


H.  OF  R. 


The  Tarif  BUL 


February,  1824. 


founded.     It  was  to  be  expected,  that  the  discus- 
sion of  a  bill  so  wide  in  its  extent,  and  affecting 
so  many  different  interests,  would   produce  some 
collision  of  opinions.     There  could  scartly  be  a 
provision  in  the  whole  bill  which  would  not  affect 
some  parts  of  the  country  more  than  another.     It 
was  the  duty  of  the  friends  of  the  policy  to  equalize 
the  advantages,  as  well  as  the  burdens,  if  any  bur- 
dens should  be  imposed,  throughout  the  country. 
However  great  the  evils  produced  by  the  extensive 
use  of  spirits,  they  could  not  be  avoided.    It  was  an  j 
article  of  commerce  of  great  extent,  and  it  must  ! 
be  considered  as  such  in  our  Le^slative  proceed- 
ings.    The  inquiry  was.  whether   the  duties  al- 
ready imposed  were  not  sufficiently  high  ?  Has  not  ■ 
protection  to  the  domestic  article  already  exceeded  ' 
that  of  almost  any  other  ?     The  importation  of  i 
spirits  at  a  former  period  was  enormously  great,  ' 
amounting  to  about  twelve  or  fifteen  millions  of  j 
gallons   in  a  single   year.     The   duties  upon   it  I 
amounted  to  nearly  two-fifths  of  the  whole  reve-  | 
nue.     The   tariff  of  1S16  has  been   the  cause  of 
reducing  the  import  to  about  four  millions  of  gal-  ' 
Ions  per  annum.     The  use  of  spirits  has  not  di-  ' 
minished,  but  increased,  from   the  cheapness  of  ! 
the  domestic  article,  and  increased    population.  I 
The  domestic  produce  has  enjoyed  the  benefits.  ' 
N'o  part  of  the  country  has  enjoyed  greater  ad-  ' 
vantages  than  the  We>t.    Let  us  inquire  what  has 
been  the  effect  upon  the  trade  and  commerce  of 
the   Eastern   Stales,  especially   of  Connecticut,  i 
From  one  port,  a  few  years  ago,  about  fifty  ves- 
*iels  were  engaged  in  the  West  India  trade — now  ' 
they  have  eight  or   nine   from  the  same   port.  ' 
Other  ports  have  suffered  equally  great.     Ought  , 
this  particular  branch  of  commerce  be  reduced 
any  more?    Have  not  the  people  concerned  made  j 
sufficient  sacrifices  for  the  benefit  of  the  other  in-  , 
terests  of  the  country  ?    If  burdens  are  to  be  im-  i 
posed,  ought  they  not  to  be  applied  to  some  other 
mterests,  which  have  not  sufltred  as  much  ?    Mr. 
M.  said,  he  was  in  favor  of  the  bill,  and  should 
vote  for  it  as  it  was,  but  should  prefer  it  with  the 
provision  under  discussion  removed  from  it,  and 
•  appealed  to  the  friends  of  the  bill  to  say,  whether  j 
justice  did  not  require  that  it  should  be  done.  i 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  who  has  just  '• 
spoken,  says  that  the  bill  proposes  a  duty  on  wool- 
lens, which  is  in  favor  of  the  Eastern  Slates — 
that  the  Western  ought  to  have  an  equivalent.  : 
What  equivalent  have  the  Eastern  people  had 
for  the  almost  total  annihilation  of  the  West  In- 
dia trade?  The  West  have  been  gainers,  while  ' 
the  East  have  been  comparatively  the  losers. 
Let  me  call  the  attention  of  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  to  anoiher  important  point — the  com- 
parison between  the  duties  on  spirits  and  the  du- 
ties upon  woollen  goods.  It  is  evident  there  is  no 
proportion.  The  duty  on  spirits  is  about  forty- 
iwo  cents  per  gallon,  on  an  average.  The  cost  is 
about  seventeen  cents  per  gallon  in  the  West  In- 
dies. The  duty,  therefore,  is  nearly  two  hundred 
and  fifty  per  cent,  already  ;  add  that  proposed  by 
the  bill,  and  it  will  equal'three  hundred  j)er  cent. ; 
and  the  West  has  reaped  iis  full  share,  perhaps 
more,  of  the  benefits  of  the  high  duties.     In  con- 


sequence of  the  cheapness  of  grain  in  the  West, 
the  article  of  spirits  could  be  produced  there  much 
cheaper  than  in  the  East,  When  the  Eastern 
people  demand  an  increase  of  duty  equal  to  three 
hundred  per  cent,  on  woollens,  some  equivalent 
should  be  discovered,  or  the  West  would  have  a 
right  to  complain.  For  his  part,  said  Mr.  M.,  he 
considered  that  the  committee  had  presented  a 
bill,  which,  in  general,  had  given  evidence  of  their 
research  and  wisdom.  It  should  have  his  sup- 
port, although  he  should  prefer  it  if  the  motion 
should  prevail. 

Mr.  Tracy,  of  New  York,  next  presented  fome 
of  his  views  on  the  subject.  He  should  think,  he 
said,  that  so  small  an  augmentation  of  the  duty  oa 
distilled  spirits  would  not  have  any  injurious  ef- 
fect on  commerce.  It  appeared  to  him  impossi- 
ble that  so  slight  an  addition  to  the  present  duty 
could  affect  the  importation  of  rum.  If  the  aug- 
mentation of  duty  would  have  any  effect  at  all,  as 
it  would  increase  the  cost  of  rum,  it  would  oper- 
ate beneficially  to  our  manufacturers  of  rum  from 
molasses,  and,  molasses  being  the  more  bulky  ar- 
ticle of  the  two,  It  would  thus  operate  beneficially 
also  to  the  navigation  of  the  country. 

But,  Mr.  T.  said,  if  it  were  otherwise,  there  were 
several  items  in  this  bill,  inserted  with  a  view — if 
not  with  a  view,  certainly  with  the  effect,  to  ex- 
clude the  importation  of  the  articles  on  which 
they  propose  duties.  The  proposed  duty  on  iron 
ought  to  be  intended  to  exclude,  altogether,  its 
importation.  So  also  the  duty  on  woollen>.  If 
any  increase  was  to  be  made  upon  the  present 
duty  on  woollens,  it  could  only  \)e  justifiable  with 
the  intent  and  purposeof  excluding  altogether  the 
importation  of  foreign  goods  of  that  description. 
If  we  legislate  with  this  view,  said  Mr.  T.,  to 
what  object  can  the  principle  be  more  fairly  aj>- 
plied  than  to  distilled  spirits?  It  would,  to  be 
sure,  aflecl  the  revenue,  to  exclude  foreign  spirits 
altogether.  But,  he  said,  there  were  many  other 
articles  of  importation,  the  exclusion  of  which 
would  more  seriously  affect  the  revenue  than  the 
total  exclusion  of  distilled  spirits  would.  There 
was  no  increase  of  duty  on  any  article  extensively 
imported,  that  would  so  little  affect  the  revenue, 
as  this  very  one.  The  commercial  interest  would 
derive  as  much  benefit  from  the  importation  of  the 
raw  material  (molasses)  as  from  the  import  of  the 
manufacture  from  it.  But,  if  the  duty  did  affect 
commerce,  it  would  not  operate,  in  this  res[K'ct, 
differently  or  more  extensively  than  some  other 
provisions  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  T.  said,  he  was  opposed,  altogether,  to 
striking  out  this  clause  of  the  bill,  because  that 
part  of  the  country  which  was  most  interested  in 
this  Item  would  derive  less  benefit  from  the  gen- 
eral provisions  of  this  bill  than  any  other.  The 
particular  district  which  he  himself  represented, 
for  example,  had  no  iron,  no  woollen  manufac- 
tures, no  capital,  &c.,  to  receive  benefit  from  the 
provisions  of  this  bill,  and  would  yet  have  to  pay 
its  full  proportion  of  the  increased  cost  of  the  man- 
ufactures of  the  East,  dec,  growing  out  of  this 
bill.  What  equivalent  was  offered  to  them? 
None,  unless  in  the  clause  now  proixjsed  to  be 
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stricken  out.  The  objection  to  this  particu- 
lar clause,  therefore,  Mr.  T.  said,  came  with  an 
ill  grace  from  any  gentleman  from  the  Eastern 
States;  and,  perhaps,  of  all  the  Stales,  there 
would  be  no  one  so  much  benefited  by  this  bill, 
should  it  pass,  as  the  State  of  Connecticut,  ex- 
tensively a  manufacturing  State,  and  having, 
besides,  the  advantage,  not  common  to  other  sec- 
tions of  the  country,  of  possessing  an  extensive 
capital.  „ 

All  the  friends  of  this  bill,  Mr.  T.  said,  must 
discover  the  necessity  of  not  listening,  at  this  time, 
to  any  proposition  to  amend  it.  Let  us,  said  he, 
ascertain  what  is  the  strength  of  the  House  in  re- 
gard to  the  general  principle  of  this  bill,  and  then 
see  what  amendments  are  advisable  with  a  view 
to  its  ultimate  passage.  He  hoped  the  gentleman 
from  Connecticut,  if  friendly  to  this  bill,  would 
withdraw  his  motion  to  strike  out  the  clause:  If 
he  was  adverse  to  the  general  provisions  of  the 
bill,  he  ought  still  to  withdraw  the  motion  to  try 
the  question  on  the  principle  of  the  bill. 

Mr.   Foot,  of  Connecticut,  said  he  was  not  ' 
hostile  to  the  principle  of  the  bill.     He  had  be- 
lieved,  for  a  long  time,  that  there  ought  to  be  a 
revision  of  the  tariff  of  duties  on  imports;  but  it 
must  be  a  judicious  revision.    He  could  not  agree 
with   the  gentleman  from   New  York,   that  the 
question  should  first  be  tried  on  the  general  prin- 
ciple of  the  bill,  as  he  expressed  it,  when  in  fact 
every  particular  item  of  the  bill  presented  a  sepa- 
rate principle   for  consideration.     He  could  not 
agree,  either,  with  the  gentleman,  that  this  bill  is 
to  be  taken  as  it  is;  that  it  is  not  susceptible  of 
amendment ;  that  the  committee  which  reported 
It   possesses   more   intelligence   than   the   whole 
House.     He  believed,  on  the  contrary,  there  was 
in  ihe  House  a  great  fund  of  practical  informa- 
tion, which  a  debate  upon  the  details  of  it  would 
elicit.     In  his  opinion,  .Mr.  F.  said,  the  interests  of 
agriculture,  commerce,  and  manufactures,  were  so 
connected,  that  they  could  not,  without  violence, 
be  separated.     In  the  proposition  which  he  had 
made  to  amend  the  bill,  by  striking  out  the  clause 
now  under  consideration,  he  had  been  actuated  as 
much  by  a  desire  to  favor  agriculture,  as  to  favor 
commerce.    What  would  be  the  effect  of  it  ?    He 
ought,  he  said,  certainly  to  have  brought  into  this 
House  some  experience,  if  nothing  else;  for  he 
iiad   been  ten  vears  of  his  life  engaged  in  com- 
merce, and,  for  the  last  ten  years,  in  agricultural 
pursuits ;  and,  practised  in  both,  he  was  not  hos- 
tile to  either  of  them.     Every  barrel  of  flour  ex- 
ported to   the  United   States,  said    Mr.   F.,    the 
proceeds  of  which  are  invested  in  the  products  of 
foreigh  countries,  for  importation,  brings  into  our 
Treasury  at  least  fifteen  dollars,  in   the  shape  of 
duties  on  the  foreign  importation.     You  will,  by 
compelling  the  consumption  of  the  article  here, 
by  excluding  importations  by  high  duties,  produce 
a  necessity  for  raising  that  fifteen  dollars  upon  the 
consumption  of  the  article  at  home.     Here,  then, 
is  a  taxation  on  agriculture,  to  an  enormous  ex- 
lent,  the  necessity  for  which  will  be  produced  by 
your  legislating  to  the  extent  proposed.     It  was 
upon  general  principles,  therefore,  he  had  proposed 


to  strike  out  the  clause  of  the  bill  now  under  con- 
sideration. The  present  rate  of  duty  on  spirits,  he 
said,  is  vastly  higher  than  the  duly  now  proposed 
in  the  bill  on  any  article  whatever.  If  it  was  in- 
creased, Congress  would  be  under  the  necessity  of 
making  up,  bv  internal  taxation,  the  deficiency  of 
fifteen  dollars  on  every  barrel  of  flour,  theexporU- 
tion  of  which  should  be  virtually  forbidden,  by  the 
excessive  taxation  of  the  articles  usually  imported 
in  return  for  it,  &c. 

Mr.  Trimble  said,  he  rose  not  to  enter  into  a 
discussion  of  the  merius  and  principles  of  the  bill, 
but  merely  to  state  facts.     It  had  been  said,  re- 
peatedly, in  the  course  of  the  debate,  that,  to  im- 
pose an  additional  duty,  would  have  an  effect  to 
diminish  the  revenue.     On  this  subject  he  had  a 
statement  to  lay  before  the  House,  which  would 
show  that  the  operation  of  the  duty  would  be  very 
different  from  what  gentlemen  seemed  to  think. 
But,  before  he  produced   it,  he  deemed  it  best  to 
state  the  general  principle  that  would  govern  him 
in  all  his  deliberations,  and  in  the  several  votes  he 
might  be  called  on  to  give  in  the  course  of  the 
discussion  of  this  bill.     It  was  this:  that  he  con- 
!  sidered  no  tariff  as  fair,  unless  its  pressure  was 
i  equal  on  all  parts  of  the  community.     He  did  not 
I  mean  to  say  that  if  a  noxious  article  was  found 
'  in  general  use.  that  such  article  was  not  a  fair  ob- 
ject for  taxation— he  would,  on  the  contrary,  tax 
vice,  if  he  could,  out  of  the  community,  but  he 
concluded  that,  if  gentlemen  wished  to  have  a 
tariff  pass  this  House,  they  had  come  prepared  to 
equalize  its  effects  as  far  as  possible.     There  was 
one  other  general  idea  which  he  wished  to  state 
on  this  matter.     If  the  present  confederacy  had 
never  taken  place  between  the  States,  they  would 
have  possessed  and  retained  the  power  of  laying 
what  taxes  they  pleased  on  the  ingress  and  egress 
of  commodities  into  and  out  of  the  bounds  of 
each,  and  would,  no  doubt,  have  exercised  that 
power  in  rendering  the  taxes  on  each  other  equal. 
But  the  Constitution,  (which,  he  could  show  was 
nothing  but  a  perpetual  treaty.)  prohibited  to  them 
this  right  of  taxation,  and  it  was  now,  therefore, 
the  honest  duty  of  Congress  to  make  the  pressure 
of  the  tariff  as  equal  as  possible,  whether  the  tax 
was  direct  or  indirect. 

But  to  recur  to  facts.     It  was  not  true  that  the 
revenue,  on  imported  spirits,  had  been  diminished 
by  the  taxes  imposed  on  it,  from  the  commence- 
ment of  the  Government  to  the  present  time.   Mr. 
Secretary  Dallas  had  shown  that  the  annual  re- 
venue on  this  article,  from  1800  to    1816,  was 
something  less  than  two  millions  of  dollars.     But 
in  that  statement  he  included  the  great  importa- 
tions of  1803,  '4,  '5,  '6,  '7,  which  do  not  fairly 
enter  into  the  average.     But,  taking  the  importa- 
tions from  1803  to  1812,  the  average  amount  will 
be  found  to  be  six  millions,  and  the  duties  on  that 
amount  two  millions— leaving  out  the  years  1803, 
'4,  '5,  and  '6,  the  average  on  the  balance  is  about 
four  millions,  and  the  revenue  one  million.     So 
that  the  average  revenue  to  1816  is  about  two  mil- 
lions.    In  that' year  the  new  tariff  was  laid,  and 
the  average  duties  on  imported  spirits,  from  1816 
to  the  present  year,  is  two  millions. 
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Here  Mr.  Foot  inquired  whether  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  had  deducted  the  years  of  the  em- 
bargo and  non-intercourse  ? 

Mr.  T.  replied  that  he  had  not.  He  did  not 
think  it  was  a  fair  mode  of  obtaining  an  average 
to  take  all  the  lowest,  and  leave  out  the  highest 
years,  or  to  take  all  the  highest  and  leave  out  the 
lowest.  (He  was  glad  to  perceive,  from  the  in- 
quiry of  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut,  that 
they  were  getting  on  terra  firma  a^ain — he  had 
no  doubt  all  would  proceed  very  well  now.)  Mr. 
T.  here  made  some  remarks  to  show  that  the  di- 
minution of  the  import  of  spirits,  in  late  years, 
arose  from  the  general  derangement  of  business, 
and  was  not  occasioned  by  the  tariff  of  1816, 
though  that  tariff  might,  in  some  degree,  have 
contributed  to  it. 

On  one  thing  he  was  determined,  that,  so  far  as 
he  was  concerned,  he  would  make  the  tariff  fair 
and  equal.  The  old  tariff  was  so  unequal,  that 
he  presumed  no  member  was  to  be  found  who 
would  venture  to  take  his  place  on  this  floor  and 
attempt  a  defence  of  it.  He  knew,  indeed,  that 
absolute  equality  was  unattainable — they  could  not 
weigh  out  equality  by  dram  and  scruples,  but  mu^t 
come  as  near  it  as  possible. 

Mr.  Tracy  again  rose,  and  said,  that,  the  more 
he  reflected  on  the  subject,  the  more  he  was 
satisfied,  that,  instead  of  striking  out  from  the 
bill  the  clause  now  under  consideration,  the  duty 
proposed  by  it  was  not  as  high  as  it  ou^ht  to  be, 
consistently  with  the  other  provisions  of  the  bill. 
He  was  satisfied,  he  said,  that  it  could  be  shown 
conclusively,  that  the  same  considerations  which 
operated  a^  inducements  in  regard  to  other  arti- 
cles of  the  bill,  would  operate  equally  in  favor  of 
the  motion  which  he  now  proposed,  which  was, 
to  strike  out  the  proposed  "fifteen  per  centum," 
and,  in  lieu  thereof,  insert  "  fifty  per  centum." 

Mr.  McDuFFiE,  of  South  Carolina,  said,  that 
he  felt  himself  bound,  on  every  question  of  amend- 
ment, not  to  oppose  it  on  the  general  principle  of 
hostility  to  the  bill,  but  to  oppose  or  support  it  on 
the  merits  of  the  amendment  proposed.  What, 
then,  he  asked,  is  the  principle  on  which  the  man- 
ufacturers of  the  country  claimed  protection  ? 
What  is  the  principle  on  which,  if  at  all,  they 
need  it?  Not  that  they  cannot  stand  a  competi- 
tion, on  any  terras,  when  fairly  established,  with 
the  foreign  manufacturers  ;  for,  if  gentlemen  ad- 
mitted that  any  article  of  manufacture  cannot 
stand  in  competition  with  the  foreign  article,  that 
admission  denied  at  once  the  policy  of  the  prohi- 
bition of  the  foreign  article.  The  only  ground 
on  which  an  increase  of  the  tariff  could  be  sup- 
ported, was  that  of  sustaining  manufacturesagainst 
superior  advantages,  from  the  improved  machmery 
and  more  powerful  capital  of  foreign  manufac- 
tories, against  competition,  &c.  Now,  Mr.  McD. 
asked,  is  not  the  manufactory  of  whiskey  in  this 
country  earned  to  perfection?  Is  an  extraordi- 
nary machinery,  or  very  extensive  capital,  neces- 
sary to  carry  it  on  ?  It  had  already  been  shown, 
that  this  manufacture  is  now  protected  by  a  duty 
of  two  hundred  per  centum  on  its  value.  Was  it 
pretended  that  any  article,  the  manufacture  of 


which  is  not  protected  by  such  a  bounty,  could  be 
protected  by  any  bounty  whatever  short  of  total 
prohibition  ? 

The  ground  which  he  look  in  regard  to  this 
article,  Mr.  McDuffie  said,  was,  that  it  is  one 
which,  whether  of  foreign  or  domestic  manufac- 
ture, should  be  a  subject  of  taxation ;  and  the 
ground  he  now  took,  in  opposition  to  the  motion  of 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  wouU  be,  that  it 
would  have  the  effect,  if  it  succeeded,  to  protect 
the  article,  whether  of  foreign  or  domestic  manu- 
facture, from  any  taxation  whatever.  What,  he 
asked,  would  be  the  efl'ect  of  the  lax  now  pro- 
posed ?  Would  it  not  operate  to  the  exclusion  of 
the  foreign  article  altogether?  He  appealed  to 
any  man,  acquainted  with  the  course  of  commerce, 
for  confirmation  of  the  fact,  winch  he  now  staled, 
that  the  duties  already  existing,  have  almost  ex- 
cluded this  article  ;  that  the  trade  with  the  West 
Indies  was  almost  destroyed  by  the  duty  as  it 
now  stands.  Mr.  McD.  here  made  some  state- 
ments to  show  that,  with  regard  to  the  compara- 
tive amount  of  the  importation  of  the  article  of 
distilled  spirits,  the  change  has,  under  the  opera- 
tion of  the  augmentation  of  duties  upon  it,  been 
vast.  From  the  year  1S05  to  the  year  1808,  he 
said,  one-half  of  the  revenue  of  the  country  had 
been  derived  from  duties  on  the  importation  of 
articles  of  this  description.  For  the  four  succeed- 
ing years,  more  than  a  third  of  the  revenue  had 
been  derived  from  the  same  source.  The  state- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  that  the 
amount  of  revenue  from  this  source  in  those  years 
bad  been  very  little  greater  than,  under  increased 
duties,  it  had  been  in  late  years,  might  be  liter- 
ally correct;  but  gentlemen  ought  to  make  a  com- 
parative ilaiemeat,  to  arrive  at  correct  results  from 
the  facts.  It  was  true  that,  in  1822,  the  amount 
of  the  revenue  from  this  source  was  two  millions 
of  dollars.  But,  in  the  years  I8U5  to  1807,  when 
the  total  revenue  was  but  seven  millions  of  dol- 
lars, the  imposts  on  distilled  spirits  amounted  to 
three,  four,  and  three  millions  of  dollars.  The 
duty  now  existing  amounted,  in  fact,  almost  to 
an  exclusion  of  that  article,  and  if  the  same  pro- 
portional amount  was  now  imported,  as  was  in 
1805,  the  revenue  from  this  verv  article,  taking 
into  consideration  the  growth  oi  our  population 
and  the  subsequent  increment  of  duly,  ought  to 
be  at  least  ten  millions,  instead  of  two  millions  of 
dollars. 

The  article  of  manufacture  now  in  question,  Mr. 
McD.  said,  was  not  one  requiring  extraordinary 
machinery  or  capital  to  carry  it  on,  nor  was  it  one 
which  it  was  necessary  to  encourage  in  a  national 
view,  such  as  the  manufacture  oi  woollen",  iStc., 
necessary  for  the  clothing  of  troops,  &c.,  in  a  state 
of  war.  The  manufacture  of  whiskey  was  one 
which  could  be  increased  to  any  extent  in  case  of 
emergency.  It  was  an  article  which  could  not  be 
brought  within  the  principle  on  which  domestic 
manufactures  rightfully  claim  protection  ;  and  he 
trusted  the  House  would  not  sustain  the  proposi- 
tion to  increase  the  duty  upon  it. 

What,  he  asked,  was  the  suirgeslion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  ?     That,  if  you  strike  out 
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one  of  the  items  of  this  bill,  you  must  another, 
and  another,  and  thus  lose  friends  to  the  bill.     I 

Erotest  against  this  argument,  said  Mr.  McD. 
,et  every  article  stand  on  its  own  footing,  and  on 
that  ground  alone.  Is  it  to  be  argued  that  you 
are  to  protect  an  article  by  additional  duties,  con- 
trary to  the  interest  of  the  community,  merely,  as 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  has  it,  to  equalize 
the  tariff?  The  tariff,  Mr.  McD.  said,  ought  to 
be  equal,  to  be  sure;  but,  as  a  preliminary  ques- 
tion, no  article  ought  to  be  protected  which  does 
not  deserve  it — and  a  tariff  ought  not  to  be  made 
up  of  justice  and  injustice. 

The  gentleman  had  addressed  himself  to  the 
tsprit  du  corps  in  the  House,  and  called  upon  it  to 
take  the  bill  as  it  is,  or  not  at  all.  It  was  certainly 
asking  of  the  House  a  very  great  portion  of  faith, 
to  require  them  to  lake  a  bill,  including  three  or 
four  hundred  items,  just  as  it  stands,  without  ex- 
amination. Let  il  be  taken  up,  said  he,  item  by 
iletn,  and  thus  discussed.  It  is  by  this  sort  of  dis- 
cussion only  we  can  arrive  at  the  truth.  When 
it  is  ascertained  what  articles  require  protection, 
then  let  the  whole  be  combined  in  one  bill.  Let 
us  lake  up  the  items  one  by  one  at  least,  and  sanc- 
tion those  only  which  merit  our  sanction.  And, 
if  we  are  to  have  a  system  injurious  to  particular 
parts  of  the  country,  let  us  have  the  consolation  of 
knowing  that  it  is  adopted  with  an  eye  to  the  na- 
tional interest,  and  for  a  national  object. 

There  is  a  portion  of  this  country,  said  Mr. 
McD. — a  portion  which  I  have  the  honor  to  rep- 
resent— that,  modify  it  as  you  will,  must  sustain 
from  tiie  passage  ot  this  bill  vast  and  heavy  pecu- 
niary loss.  But,  regarding  the  general  interests  of 
the  Union,  if  il  can  be  shown  that  the  proposed 
duties  are  connected  with  the  independence,  the 
power  of  the  country,  this  consideration  will  al-  I 
ways  with  them  have  great  weight ;  and  a  system 
of  protection  of  manufactures,  tending  to  these 
objects,  although  il  may  bear  heavier  on  them 
than  on  any  others,  will  not  be  disapproved.  But 
a  system  of  a  combination  of  particular  interests, 
for  the  particular  benefit  of  each,  is  one  which 
will  never  receive  their  sanction. 

Mr.  McD.  adverted  to  the  article  of  indigo,  on 
the  importation  of  which  the  bill  proposes  an  ad- 
ditional duty.  He  knew  no  part  of  the  country, 
he  said,  that  was  at  all  interested  in  the  culture  of 
this  article,  but  that  which  he  in  part  represented. 
But,  he  said,  nothing  would  appear  more  idle  to 
the  people  of  that  country  than  a  protection  in  the 
manufacture  of  indigo.  They  required  no  protec- 
tion, he  said,  in  the  manufacture  of  any  article. 
He  trusted,  therefore,  that  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  would  be  turned  to  the  particular  arti- 
cles proposed  to  be  protected,  and  decide  upon  them 
in  reference  to  their  respective  merits. 

Mr.  McD.  concluded  by  a  reference  to  a  decla- 
ration of  the  honorable  Speaker,  in  which  he  un- 
derstood him  to  say,  that  he  was  perfectly  willing 
thai  an  excise  should  be  established  to  supply  any 
deficiency  which  might  be  produced  by  this  bill; 
he  asked  that  gentleman  »f  he  would  consent  to 
introduce  into  this  bill  a  provision  for  such  an 
excise  ? 


Mr.  Clay  (Speaker)  explained.  If  an  equiva- 
lent was  given  by  the  ezdtisioii  of  the  foreign  arti- 
cle, so  as  to  give  to  our  manufacturers  the  whole 
supply  of  the  market,  he  would  consent  to  a  tax 
on  the  domestic  article  equal  to  that  now  derived 
from  the  same  foreign  article. 

Mr.  McDuFFiE  rejoined,  that,  if  on  the  manu- 
facture of  the  domestic  article  was  to  be  raised  the 
amount  of  duty  now  collected  from  the  foreign 
!  article,  he  could  not  conceive  what  the  manufac- 
I  lurer  could  gain  by  such  an  arrangement. 
I      Mr.  Mallary  objected  to  the  statement  pro- 
duced by  Mr.  Trimble,  as  being  unfortunate  in 
ihe  period  selected.    The  inquiry,  to  be  fair,  should 
have 'been  confined  to  an  ordinary  and  settled 
stale  of  public  affairs,  and  not  to  a  season  of  dis- 
I  tress  in  which  the  country  had  no  commerce  at 
j  all.     The  period  from  1803  to  1820,  includes  that 
!  of  the  embargo.     But,  even  then,  the  amount  of 
I  revenue  from  imported  spirits  was  double  what  it 
is  at  present.     The   gentleman   includes,  in  his 
average,  the  year  1806,  in  which  year  alone  we 
imported  twelve  millions  of  gallons — but  exclude 
this  year,  and  the  average  will  be  nearly  four  mil- 
:  lions.     With  all  the  embarrassments  of  the  war, 
we  imported  nearly  as  much  as  we  now  do.    The 
fair  inference  seemed  to  be,  that  the  present  duty 
,  is  sufficiently  high.     As  a   friend  of  the  bill,  he 
wished  to  see  as  many  causes  of  objection  as  pos- 
sible removed  from  its  details. 

Mr.  Trimble  said  he  could  only  explain,  and 
I  then  have  done.     His  friend  behind  him  thought 
his  selection  of  a  period  for  an  average  of  the  im- 
ports of  spirits  an  unfortunate  one.     He  thought 
the  gentleman's  selection  an  unlucky  one.     He 
compares  one  period  of  the  greatest  distress  with 
another  of  the  greatest  prosperity — but  I  cannot 
consent  to  the  fairness  of  such  a  proceeding.     I 
think  we  ought  to  compare  the  most  favorable 
with  the  most  favorable  periods,  and  the  most  de- 
pressed with  the  most  depressed.     This  alone  will 
be  a  fair  ground  for  estimate  and  deduction.    And 
on  this  principle,  I  think  the  fact  will  turn  out  to 
be,  that  the  amount  imported,  instead  of  being  di- 
minished by  the  tariff,  has   been   increased   by  it; 
for  it  will  be  found  to  be  greater  during  the  year 
1816,  and  for  four  years  immediately  afterwards, 
than  it  was  previously. 

Mr.  Trlmble  made  a  number  of  other  remarks 
in  reply  to  the  comparative  views  of  Mr.  Mc- 

DCFFIE. 

Mr.  Mallary,  explained,  in  answer  to  Mr.  Trim- 
ble. He  thought,  that,  for  an  average,  a  number  of 
years  ought  to  be  laken  m  succession ;  but  either  all 
m  peace,  or  all  in  a  time  of  war.  And  if,  when 
taken  in  a  time  of  war,  the  average  was  greater 
than  it  was  in  a  lime  of  profound  peace,  what 
stronger  argument  was  needed  to  show  thai  the 
duties  ought  not  to  be  increased? 

Mr.  Tod  (Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Man- 
ufactures, who  had  introduced  ihe  bill)  rose,  and 
said,  that  he  was  not  so  much  opposed  to  the 
amendment  as  he  was  to  the  reasons  advanced  in 
support  of  it.  Not  one  argument  had  been  urged 
but  what  might  be  urged  with  equal  propriety 
against  the  whole  tariff.     The  objection  is,  you 
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prevent  importation — you  cut  off  trade.  Well,  sir, 
and  what  is  the  object  of  the  whole  bill,  but  to  pro- 
tect home  industry  by  preventing  those  importations 
which  destroy  it?  Even  thegentleman  from  South 
Carolina  has  urged  the  same  objection.  He  tells 
us  whiskey  requires  no  machinery  nor  capital— no 
more  do  straw  bonnets.  Sir.  I  must  protest  again.»t 
the  mode  ot  opposition  which  is  pursued— if  every 
member  is  to  object  to  the  bill  the  moment  any  of 
its  provisions  affect  himself  or  his  constituents,  not 
only  must  this  bill  be  given  up  at  once,  but  do- 
mestic industry  must  be  left  without  protection  to 
the  end  of  time. 

Mr.  REEn  objected  to  the  duty  as  calculated  to 
produce  frauds  upon  the  revenue.  There  was  no 
article  on  which  the  duties  had  so  much  bt-en 
evaded,  in  Europe,  as  this  very  article  of  spirits. 
If  the  bill  was  to  produce  or  encourage  smuggling, 
he  thought  it  of  dangerous  tendency.  The  state- 
ments of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  (.Mr. 
Trimble)  had  gone  to  confirm  his  fears.  He 
tells  us  that  the  average  amount,  since  1816,  is 
nearly  the  same  as  before  that  year.  I  am  by  no 
means  sure  that  the  actual  importation  has  not 
increased,  though  the  revenue  remains  stationary. 
It  was  on  this  point,  Mr.  R.  said,  that  he  wished 
most  to  be  satisfied. 

Mr.  Tracy  explained  in  reply  to  Mr.  McDitffie. 
He  did  not  wish  to  press  any  part  of  the  bill  with- 
out discussion,  but  to  try  the  general  question  first, 
whether  the  House  was  disposed  to  lay  duties  at 
all  for  the  protection  of  manufactures  and  agricul- 
ture— and,  if  this  is  settled  in  the  affirmative,  then 
go  into  the  details  of  the  bill,  and  consider  them 
thoroughly,  with  a  view  to  make  its  provisions  as 
equal  and  as  beneficial  as  possible.  He  thought 
the  principle  of  the  bill  to  be  a  new  one — he  meant 
the  principle  of  taxing  imports  with  the  avowed 
view  of  protecting  home  industry.  If  the  tariff 
was  not  to  be  a  measure  for  revenue,  but  a  measure 
for  protection,  it  ought  to  go  on  the  plan  of  exclu- 
ding competition  altogether.  The  argument  of 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  proved  that 
at  least  some  alteration  ought  to  be  made  in  the 
duty  on  foreign  spirits.  He  has  shown  that  it 
diminished  importation  without  discouraging  the 
use  of  spirits.  If  the  tariff  was  intended  for  pro- 
tection, the  duty  was  too  low — if  it  was  intended 
for  revenue,  it  was  too  high.  He  thought  that, 
in  whatever  part  of  the  tariff  we  depart  from  rev- 
enue, as  the  object,  we  ought,  at  once,  to  go  the 
whole  length  of  excluding  the  foreign  article.  As 
to  the  moral  question,  involved  in  the  discussion, 
he  should  not  touch  it,  as  he  was  not  sufficiently 
informed  as  to  the  moral  operation  of  what  had 
been  done  already. 

Mr.  Ha.milton  said,  he  was  a;v'»re  that,  at  this 
hour,  and  after  so  much  (he  thought  unnecessary) 
discussion  on  this  clause  of  the  bill,  to  listen  to 
any  further  argument  on  the  subject,  would  be 
almost  as  noxious  as,  at  this  hour  of  the  day,  to 
take  a  dose  of  domestic  blue  ruin.  Yet,  notwith- 
standing all  that,  he  was  determined  to  oppose  this 
bill,  step  by  step,  throughout  its  whole  progress. 
In  the  whole  discussion  gentlemen  seemed  never 
to  have  considered  that  a  great  deal  of  our  hap- 


piness in  this  world,  in  relation  to  our  animal 
wants,  consisted  in  consumption  ;  that  a  govern- 
ment was  morally  bound  to  provide  for  its  peo- 
ple, by  every  means  m  its  power,  an  abundant, 
salubrious,  and  tasteful  subsistence;  and  that  the 
species  of  gratification  under  consideration  was 
not  unworthy  the  estimate  of  a  statesman,  if  the 
interests  of  the  revenue  were  to  be  promoted,  or 
no  principle  of  morality  impugned.  For  him- 
self, he  had  not  had  much  experience  in  tippling 
rum  and  whiskey  ;  but  he  was  sure  that  no  man 
could  taste  both,  and  deny  that  one  of  them  was 
not  more  tasteful  than  the  other.  It  was  the  duty 
of  Congress  to  provide  for  the  people  the  belter 
article.  But  it  seemed  the  object  of  the  gentle- 
man from  the  V/est,  to  leave  to  the  nation  only 
Hobson's  choice — whiskey  or  nothing.  But  what- 
ever might  be  the  claims  of  the  domestic  industry 
of  the  West  on  this  subject,  he  thought  the  claims 
of  Connecticut  were  equally  strong.  The  rum 
of  the  West  Indies,  imported  into  Connecticut, 
was  as  much  a  product  of  the  industry  of  that 
State,  as  the  article  of  whi>key  was  of  the  State 
of  Kentucky,  for  this  rum  was  a  value  obtained 
in  exchange  for  a  commodity  raided  in  Connec- 
ticut, or  of  some  effort  of  its  productive  energies. 

To  lay  a  duty  on  the  im(>orted  article,  was  to 
put  a  bounty  on  the  domestic  article.  And  the 
effect  would  be,  that  the  surplus  capital  would  go 
to  making  of  whiskey,  which  would  otherwi.se  go 
to  the  rai>ing  of  wheat  and  of  animals.  But  to 
suppose  that,  in  that  case,  the  high  price  of  whis- 
key would  continue,  was  certainly  fallacious — the 
price  would  fall,  and  the  consequence  would  be, 
that  we  should  only  get  five  times  the  quantity  of 
whiskey  that  we  now  have,  without  increasing 
the  wealth  of  the  country  a  single  dollar.  The 
honorable  Speaker  has  told  us  that  he  will  con- 
sent to  an  excise  ;  it  is  quite  competent  for  him  to 
say  so — but  will  the  country  go  with  him?  He 
may  call  up  spirits  from  the  vasty  deep,  but  will 
they  come  when  he  does  call  them  ?  Lay  an  ex- 
cise, and  the  consequence  will  be  another  change 
in  your  Government,  perhap>  another  whiskey  in- 
surrection. The  honorable  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee says,  that  if  each  member  objects  to  that 
part  of  the  bill  which  touches  his  own  district,  we 
shall  have  no  bill  at  all ;  well,  sir,  that  is  just  what 
we  ought  to  have.  Then  we  should  have  only  a 
revenue  bill,  and  an  average  tax  of  twenty-five  per 
centum  upon  the  trade  of  the  country.  In  conclu- 
sion, Mr.  H.  observed,  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky has  told  us,  that  equality  could  not  be  mea- 
sured out  by  drams  and  scruples.  In  reply  I  have 
only  to  assure  him,  that  I  entertain  serious  scru- 
ples in  taking  the  dram  he  has  prepared  for  us. 

Mr.  Stewart,  of  Pennsylvania,  rose  and  .said, 
he  considered  the  duty  proposed,  as  not  so  much 
intended  for  the  benefit  of  the  manufacturer  of 
spirits  as  for  the  grower  of  grain.  The  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  says,  that  its  object  is  not  of 
a  national  character,  but,  if  viewed  in  its  opera- 
tion on  the  farmers,  it  certainly  has  that  character. 
The  agriculturist  has  lost  his  market ;  his  products 
are  absolutely  shut  out  from  Europe;  where  he 
sold  a  thousand  barrels  of   flour,  he  does  not  now 
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sell  one.  And  it  is  the  duty  of  a  protecting  and 
parental  government  to  provide  a  market  for  him, 
if  it  can  be  done.  But,  gentlemen  exclaim,  you 
will  destroy  commerce — how?  By  preventing  us 
from  importing  spirits.  As  well  might  they  tell 
us  we  ought  to  export  grain,  and  import  our  bread, 
lest  commerce  should  be  unemployed,  as  to  tell  us 
we  must  export  grain  and  import  spirit  for  the  sake 
of  commerce.  It  is  certainly  as  proper  that  a  na- 
tion should  import  its  bread,  as  import  its  drink. 
And  it  is  quite  as  much  the  duty  ot  Government 
to  protect  the  man  who  rai.ses  the  material  for  our 
drink,  as  the  man  who  raises  the  material  for  our 
bread.  The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  can- 
not comprehend  how  the  country  is  to  be  a  gainer, 
if  the  excise  is  made  equal  to  the  duly  on  imports 
— the  difference  is  obvious.  We  in  the  one  case 
keep  our  capital  at  home,  and  in  the  other  we  send 
it  abroad  ;  the  difference  is  the  whole  price — which 
in  the  one  case  is  sent  out  of  the  country,  and  in 
the  other  is  kept  within  it.  I  very  well  remember 
that,  in  the  district  of  country  I  have  the  honor  to 
represent,  there  was  paid  during  the  late  war  a 
heavy  excise — yet  there  was  never  known  a  period 
of  such  prosperity  to  the  manufacturer  of  whi.skey; 
there  was  twice  as  much  made  then  as  there  is 
now.  The  interior  labors  under  peculiar  dis- 
advantages. The  products  it  raises  are  bulky 
and  will  not  bear  the  co>t  of  transportation  to 
a  distant  market.  Government  ought  to  pro- 
tect and  cherish  them  at  home,  and  provide  a  home 
market.  There  was  such  a  market  to  a  consider- 
able extent  in  our  manufacturing  establishments, 
but  these  are  crushed.  During  the  war  there  were, 
in  my  district,  from  fifteen  to  twenty  furnaces,  be- 
sides forges,  rolling  and  splitting  mills,  and  other 
establishments  for  the  manufaciure  of  iron.  In 
1816  the  duty  was  taken  ofitrom  imported  iron,  and 
they  were  crushed.  One  after  another  sank,  sank, 
sank  ;  they  were  all  ruined — their  hands  were  dis- 
missed, and  the  agriculturist  lost  his  market,  while 
the  manufacturer  lost  his  all.  You  took  that  mar- 
ket from  the  farmer — it  is  your  duty  to  restore  it,  or 
give  him  .some  equivalent.  The  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  was  pleased  to  designate  the  spirit 
of  our  own  domestic  manufacture  as  blue  ruin. 
Nothing  will  suit  him  but  the  spirit  that  is  im- 
ported. He  likes  red  ruin.  Rum  is,  in  his  esti- 
mation far  better  colored,  and  far  better  tasted, 
than  whiskey.  Possibly  he  likes  it  because  it  is 
of  a  red  color.  But,  sir,  to  my  taste,  old  whiskey, 
the  genuine  old  Columbia,  is  better  than  the  gen- 
tleman's red  ruin.  There  are  some  gentlemen 
who  cannot  bear  any  thing  that  is  domestic.  Call 
it  foreign,  and  they  approve  it  at  once — but  no- 
thing that  IS  domestic  is  good  Enough  for  their 
use.  But,  sir,  if  you  look  at  the  effects  produced, 
I  see  no  reason  why  red  ruin  is  any  better  than 
blue  ruin.  If  a  man  gets  drunk  I  do  not  think  it 
will  make  much  difference,  wliether  it  is  on  for- 
eign or  on  domestic  spirits.  If  there  is  any  difler- 
ence,  it  is  in  the  expense  to  his  family,  and  that 
is  all  on  the  side  of  the  domestic  article. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  thinks  it 
would  be  much  belter  to  raise  animals,  and  send 
them  to  the  eastward,  than  to  occupy  our  capital 


in  distilling  whiskey.  But,  sir,  I  can  tell  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  that  there  is  nothing  better  or 
more  favorable  to  the  raising  of  those  animals 
which  we  of  the  West  drive  down  to  feed  him 
and  his  neighbors,  than  distilleries.  The  duty  in 
dispute  I  take  to  be  for  the  protection  of  the  farm- 
er ;  and  I  ask,  while  our  products  are  shut  out  of 
foreign  markets,  shall  we  go  to  those  very  markets 
for  our  meat  and  our  drink  ? 

Mr.  Wright  observed,  that  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  had  stated  it  to  be  the  duty  of 
Government  to  provide  for  the  people  a  beverage 
both  salubrious  and  tasteful.  If  the  object  of  legis- 
lation was  to  encourage  drinking,  this  might  be 
true ;  but  as  he  had  always  understood  it  to  be  the 
duty  of  a  wise  legislator  rather  to  discourage  that 
habit,  he  could,  by  no  means,  assent  to  the  taste- 
ful proposition.  He  was  not  very  conversant  in 
the  taste  of  rum  and  whiskey  ;  but  he  thought  that 
good  old  whiskey  was  better  than  either  New 
England  or  West  India  rums.  But  gentlemen 
tell  us  that,  if  you  distil  spirits  from  gram,  you  di- 
vert the  grain  from  being  the  sustenance  of  men. 
But  he  desired  to  know  whether  any  gentleman, 
who  used  this  argument,  would  undertake  to  say 
that  there  was-  any  scarcity  of  breadstuffs  in  this 
country;  and  whether  what  was  raised  for  dis- 
tilling, was  not  so  much  added  to  the  agricultural 
products  required  for  sustenance?  The  object  of 
the  protecting  duty  is  to  give  employment  to  a 
multitude  of  persons  who  are  now  idle,  and  whose 
families  are  in  w^ant  of  the  necessaries,  as  well  as 
the  comforts  of  life  ;  and  I  say  that,  if  there  is  any 
article  now  imported,  which  ought  to  be  excluded 
for  this  purpose,  that  article  is  foreign  spirits.  Is 
is  not  fair  to  give  to  our  own  people  our  own  mar- 
ket? Shall  you  give  a  monopoly  to  the  East,  and 
give  the  West  no  equivalent  ?  No  man  will  assert 
that  our  grain-growing  yeomanry  (who,  after  all, 
are  the  country's  strength,  both  in  peace  and  war) 
are  insufficient  to  supply  all  our  wants  both  for 
meat  and  drink.  I  am  in  favor  of  the  bill,  and 
shall  vote  for  the  amendment  to  increase  the  duty. 

It  being  now  nearly  four  o'clock,  a  motion  was 
made  and  carried  that  the  Committee  rise.  It  rose 
accordingly,  and  the  House  adjourned. 


Friday,  February  13. 

Mr.  Plumer,  of  New  Hampshire,  from  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  better 
to  provide  for  taking  evidence  in  the  courts  of  the 
United  States  in  certain  cases;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Ca.mpbell,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Committee 
on  Private  Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Thomas  Williams;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Ca.mpbell,  of  Ohio,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  George 
Harlin,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which 
bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  CeowNiNSHiELD.  from  the  Committee  on 
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Naval  Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the 
building  of  an  additional  number  of  t.loops  of  war, 
for  ihe°naval  service  of  the  United  States;"  re- 
ported the  same  without  amendment,  and  it  was 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Rich,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  also 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  John  Holliday, 
accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which  bill 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  tfte  Whole. 

Mt.  Matson,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
arepgrton  the  petition  of  Nathaniel  Jones,  accom- 
panied by  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which  bill  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Hemphill,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals,  reported  a  bill  authorizing  the  sub- 
scription of  stock  in  the  Delaware  and  Chesapeake 
Canal  Company;  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  bill  providing  for  the  appointment  of  two 
Indian  agents  in  addition  to  those  already  pro- 
vided for  by  law,  and  hxing  their  compensations, 
was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Brent,  it  was 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
amending  an  act,  providing  for  the  examination 
of  land  titles  in  that  part  of  Louisiana  situated 
between  the  Rio  Hondo  and  the  river  Sabine,  so 
as  to  include  all  the  neutral  territory  or  disputed 
ground,  between  the  United  States  and  the  late 
Government  of  Spain,  in  Mexico,  situated  in  the 
western  part  of  Louisiana,  and  to  the  east  ol  the 
boundary  line  as  established  by  the  treaty  of  1819, 
over  which  the  land  commissioners  of  the  United 
Stales  have  heretofore  exercised  no  jurisdiction, 
and  to  make  such  other  alterations  therein,  as 
mav  be  deemed  expedient. 

Resolved,  That  the  same  committee  be  directed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  authorizing  by 
law  the  present  land  register  at  Opelousas,  in 
Louisiana,  to  finish  the  business  of  the  land  office 
at  Opelousas,  left  in  an  unfinished  state  by  his 
predecessor,  and  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury be  authorized  to  make  a  reasonable  allowance 
therefor. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Moore,  of  Alabama,  the 
Committee  of  Claims  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  thi  propriety  of  allowing  compensation  to 
Zachariah  C.  Alvis,  a  private  in  Captain  George 
Smith's  company  of  Mounted  Gunmen,  in  the 
campaign  against  the  Creek  Indians,  for  a  horse 
which  was  lost  for  the  want  of  forage. 

The  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals  were 
discharged  from  the  consideration  of  the  memorial 
of  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Common  Council, 
of  the  city  of  Boston,  and  it  was  committed  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  viz  :  '"An  act  to  authorize  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  cau^e  to  be  made  a  military 


road  from  a  point  opposite  to  Fort  St.  Philip,  to 
Johnson's  Plantation,  as  an  auxiliary  to  the  de- 
fence of  New  Orleans  ;  "  "An  act  confirming  the 
claim  of  Peter  H.  Hobart  and  Lewis  Judson  to  a 
certain  tract  of  land;"  and,  "An  act  extending 
the  term  of  pensions  granted  to  persons  disabled, 
and  to  the  widows  and  orphans  of  those  who  have 
been  slain,  or  who  have  died  in  consequence  of 
wounds  or  casualties  received  while  in  the  line  of 
their  duty,  on  board  the  private  armed  ships  of  the 
United  States,  during  the  late  war;"  in  which 
bills   the   Senate   ask    the   concurrence    of   this 

House. 
Bills  from  the  Senate,  of  the  following  titles, 

viz: 

1.  An  act  extending  the  term  of  pensions  grant- 
ed to  persons  disabled,  and  to  the  widows  and  or- 
phans of  those  who  have  been  slain,  or  who  have 
died  in  consequence  of  wounds  or  casualties  re- 
ceived while  in  the  line  of  their  duty  on  board 
the  private  armed  ships  of  the  United  Stales  during 
the  late  war;  . 

2.  An  act  authorizing  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  cause  to  l>e  made  a  military  road 
from  a  point  opposite  to  Fort  St.  Philip,  to  John- 
son's Plantation,  as  an  auxiliary  to  the  defence  of 
New  Orleans; 

3.  An  act  confirming  the  claim  of  Peter  H. 
Hobart  and  Lewis  Judson  to  a  certain  tract  of 
land ;  were  read  twice,  and  referred,  respectively, 
the  1st,  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Alfairs;  the 
2d,  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Atlairs;  and 
the  3d,  to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 
Claims. 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

Mr.  Ro88,  of  Ohio,  submitted  for  consideration 
the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  providing  by  law  for  the  election  of  a  delegate  from 
said  District  to  represent  the  same  in  the  Congress  of 
the  United  Stales. 

Objection  being  made  to  this  resolution — 

Mr.  R.  said  it  was  very  well  known  that  the 
population  of  the  District  of  Columbia  is  rapidly 
increasing,  and  that  its  commercial  business,  and 
with  it  the  legislative  wants  of  the  people,  are 
rapidly  increasing.  They  have  no  Representative 
on  this  floor  to  express  to  the  House  their  particu- 
lar wants.  Mr.  R.  said  he  could  see  no  reason 
why  the  people  of  the  District  of  Columbia  should 
not  be  represented   here  in  the  same  manner  as 


other  inhabitants  of  the  United  States.  Petitions 
were  frequently  received  from  different  parts  of 
the  District  in  favor  of  particular  obiecls,  and  other 
petitions  protesting  against  those  objects.  It  was 
almost  impossible,  from  the  nature  of  things,  that 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  could,  under 
present  circumstances,  have  a  fair  expression  of 
the  wishes  of  the  people  of  this  District  on  the 
subjects,  relating  to  its  interests,  which  they  were 
occasionally  required  to  act  upon.  There  was  no 
mode  by  which  this  expression  could  be  so  well 
made,  as  by  the  people  having  it  in  their  power  to 
send  a  person  here  to  represent  their  wants.     A 
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Delegate  sent  here  by  them  would  necessarily  have  j  therefore,  moved,  for  the  present,  to  lay  the  resolve 
the  voice  of  a  majority  of  the  people  of  the  Dis-  '  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Neale,  of  Maryland,  suggested  that  a  me- 
morial had  recently  been  presented  in  this  House, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  said  he  hoped  the    Columbia,  embracing  a  prayer  for  this,  among 
resolution  would  be  agreed  to,  and  that  the  people    other  objects. 


trict  m  his  favor,  and  would  be  able  to  express 
their  wants  more  correctly  than  they  could  be 
readily  ascertained  in  any  other  way. 


of  the  District  would  be  allowed  to  have  a  Dele 
gate  on  this  floor.     On  the  score  of  economy,  to 
save  the  time  of  the  House,  and  the  money  oi  the 
nation,  if  for  no  other  reason,  he  considered  this 
measure  advisable. 

Mr.  A.  Stevenson,  of  Virginia,  asked  whether 
there  had  been  any  expression  of  the  wishes  of 
the  people  of  the  District  in  favor  of  this  mea- 
sure. 

Mr.  Ross  replied  that  he  was  not  aware  whe- 
ther there  had  been  any  petition  addressed  to  the 
House  on  this  subject,  but,  in  conversation  with 
inhabitants  of  the  District,  he  had  frequently 
heard  such  a  wish  expressed. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  observed  that  the 
Constitution  provides  that  the  exclusive  legisla- 
tion for  the  District  of  Columbia  should  be  placed 
with  Congress.  He  was  averse  from  a  proposal 
to  relieve  Congress  from  a  part  of  that  duty,  by 

the  election   of  a    Delegate   from    that   District.  _  . 

Such  a    Delegate  would    have   no  vole   on  the    ularly  replied  to  by  gentlemen  who  had  followed 


The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
lay  the  resolution  on  the  table,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Toe,  the  House  having  again 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on 
the  bill  to  amend  the  several  acts  for  imposing  du- 
ties on  imports,  the  immediate  question,  depend- 
ing from  yesterday,  being  upon  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Tracy,  to  strike  out  /iftecn  per  centum,  (the  ad- 
dition proposed  upon  the  rate  of  duties  now  ex- 
isting on  the  importation  of  distilled  spirits,)  and 
inserting  in  lieu  thereof  ^/^y  per  centum — 

Mr.  To.MLiNSON,  of  Connecticut,  rose,  and  said, 
that,  having,  on  a  preceding  day,  submitted  to  the 
Committee  a  few  remarks  on  a  motion,  involving, 
as  he  thought,  the  principle  now  asserted  by  the 
mover  and  supporters  of  the  motion  under  con- 
ideration,  and  those  remarks  having  been  partic- 


floor;   he  could  only  tell  this  House  what  the  j 
Committee  on  the  affairs  of  that  District  every 
year  now  tell  it.     No  petition  from  that  District 
was  submitted  asking  for  this  privilege;  and  he 
thought  that  this  consideration  alone  was  suffi- 
cient  to  show,   not  only   why   such  a   Delegate 
should  not  be  chosen,  but  why  Congress  should 
not  even  direct  an  inquiry  on  the  subject.     Let 
OS  not,  said  Mr.  T.,  of  our  own  mere  motion,  at- 
tempt to  throw  off  that  responsibility  which  has 
been  imposed  upon  us  by  the  Constitution.     For 
himself,  he  could  say  that,  as  a  member  of  this 
House,  he  viewed  himself  as  much  the  Represen- 
tative of  the  District  of  Columbia,  as  of  the  dis- 
trict which  had  done  him  the  honor  to  make  him 
its  Representative  in   this  House,  and  he  could, 
with  truth,  say,  that  he  felt  as  much  interest  in 
its  prosperity  as  in  that  of  his  own  district;  and 
he  had  no  reason  to  doubt  that  other  honorable 
gentlemen  felt  as  he  did.     The   most  respectful 
attention  had  always  been  paid  to  representations 
coming  from  the  inhabitants  of  this  District.    He 
believed  that  no  just  complaint  had  hitherto  been 
neglected.     He  knew  that  they  had  occupied  a 
large  shareof  the  time  and  attention  of  this  House; 
even  on  the  administration  of  justice,  which  was 
acknowledged  to  be  the  most  defective  part  of  the 
affairs  of  this  District,  much  tune  had  been  spent, 
and  great  improvements  had  been  made  within  a 
few  years  past.     If  the  inhabitants  shall  think  fit 
to  send  forward  to  this  House  a  memorial  on  the 
subject,  it  will  receive  the  most  respectful  atten- 
tion.    Until  they  did,  he  did  not  conceive  it  neces- 
sary to  act  upon  it. 

Mr.  Culpeper,  of  North  Carolina,  said  he 
presumed  that  the  resolution,  and  what  had  been 
said  upon  it,  would  be  sufficient  to  elicit  the  opin- 
ions of  the  people  of  the  District  upon  it,  and  he, 
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him,  a  sense  of  duty  impelled  him  again  to  ask 
the  attention  of  the  Committee,  and  fully  and 
freely  to  express  his  views  regarding  the  proposi- 
tion immediately  before  them.  Notwithstanding 
the  views  entertained  by  some  gentlemen,  he  re- 
garded it  as  a  proposition  which  would  vitally  af- 
fect the  commerce  and  agriculture  of  a  consider- 
able portion  of  the  Union,  and  he  regretted  that, 
in  the  discussion  of  the  amendment,  the  magni- 
tude of  the  interests  involved  in  it  had  not  been 
properly  appreciated.  Yes,  sir,  said  he,  the  inter- 
est of  agriculture,  the  friend  of  which  he  professed 
to  be,  is  intimately  connected  with  this  proposi- 
tion, as  he  would  hereafter  show. 

Mr.  T.  said,  he  was  disposed  to  bring  into  the 
discussion,  on  the  bill  now  before  the  Committee, 
a  spirit  of  conciliation,  and  even  of  reasonable 
concession,  but  he  could  not  so  far  indulge  that 
spirit  as  to  consent  to  an   infringement  of  the 
interests  of  his  constituents,  who  were  engaged  as 
well  in  agricultural  as  commercial  pursuits.     He 
had,  indeed,  been  asked  to  sacrifice  what  he  deem- 
ed the  interests  of  the  State  which  he  had  the 
honor,  in  part,  to  represent,  to  a  spirit  of  concord 
and  good  feeling,  and  to  yield  to  the  imposition  of 
the  additional  duty  proposed  ;  but,  when  he  con- 
sidered that  a  measure  proposed  for  the  adoption 
of  Congress  would  be  detrimental  to  his  constitu- 
ents, he  should,  on  all  occasions,  make  it  known, 
and  stand,  at  least,  as  their  watchful  and  faithful 
advocate.     He  hoped  to  be  able  to  convince  the 
Committee  that  the  amendment  now  before  them 
would  be  es9entially  injurious,  not  merely  to  his 
constituents,  but  to  all  the  Eastern,  and  some  of 
the  Middle  and  Southern  Stales,  and  thus  to  secure 
its  rejection. 

A  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.   Tracy) 
had  said   that  the  objection  to  his  amendment 
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comes  with  an  ill  grace  from  the  Eastern  States, 
and  especially  from  Connecticut.  Sir,  said  Mr. 
T.,  I  profess  to  have  some  knowledge  of  the  inter- 
ests ot  the  Eastern  States,  and  I  am  not  aware 
that  those  interests  have  been  particularly  con- 
sulted in  the  formation  of  the  bill  under  con^ider- 
ation.  The  duty  on  hemp,  surely,  is  not  intended 
to  protect  the  agriculture  of  that  section  of  our 


tent  of  this  trade  ;  and  in  doing  so  he  proposed  to 
enter  into  details  which  perhaps  might  be  unm- 
teresiing,  but  he  thought  could  not  fail  to  be  use- 
ful in  the  investigation  of  a  measure  like  that  now 
before  the  Committee.  The  bill  under  considera- 
tion purports  to  be,  and  bear^  the  title  of,  a  bill  to 
amend  the  several  acts  imposing  duties  on  imports. 
Certainly,  in  adjusting  the  numerous  provisions  of 
country.  Herapls  not  raised  there  ;  the  lands  of  j  such  a  bill,  the  commerce  of  the  nation  ought  to 
New  Encrland  are  not  suited  to  the  culture  of  it.  !  be  brought  distinctly  into  view,  with  all  its  rarai- 
Are  the  iliterests  of  commerce  to  be  promoted  by  fications  and  effects  upon  the  other  interests  of  the 
the  additional  duty  on  hemp?  Will  not  com- 1  country.  The  trade  with  the  West  Indies  bad 
merce  feci  the  injurious  etfecl-*  of  that  lax  in  a  I  always  been  deemed  of  luimense  importance  to 
two-fold  respect?  The  expense  of  rigging  ships  the  United  Stales.  It  was  a  profitable  trade,  af- 
is  augmented  by  the  very  measure  which  will  de-  1  fording  a  large  balance  in  our  tavor.  The  exports 
pnve  them  of  employment.  Little  hemp  is  raised  '  to  the  West  India  islands  cons^ist  mainly  ot  the 
in  the  United  States,  except  in  Kentucky  and  the  I  productions  of  this  country,  for  which  we  can  find 
Western  States.     This  fact  shows  whose  interest  '  no  other  market.     It  may  be  useful  to  stale  a  lew 


will  be  subserved  by  the  proposed  protecting  duly 
on  hemp.     Is  the  duty  imposed  on  lead  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Eastern  States?     It  will  not  be  pre- 
tended that  there  is  a  lead  mine  east  of  the  Alle- 
ghany mountains.    This  tax,  then,  must  regard  ex- 
clusively the  interest  of  the  Western  Slates.     Mr. 
T.  said  he  might  advert  to  the  duty  on  glass  and 
iron,  further  to  sustain  hispasition.   Theadditional 
duty  of  thirty-five  per  cent,  upon  wool  would  be 
more  general  in  its  operation,  but  it  certainly  could 
not  be  concealed  that  wool  could  be  most  cheaply 
raised  in  the  Western  Stales,  where  the  price  of 
land  was  far  below  its  value  in  New  England. 
Indeed,  he  had   been  told,  by  a  member  of  thii 
House,  that,  from  the  single  town  of  Steuben- 
ville,  in  Ohio,  during  the  last  year,  sixty  thousand 
pounds  of  wool  had  been  transported  over  the  Al 


facts  in  relation  to  this  trade,  which  is  by  some 
gentlemen  so  lightly  considered.  The  most  im- 
portant articles  of  export  to  those  islands,  of  do- 
mestic produce  and  manufacture,  are  lumber,  fish, 
the  various  kinds  of  animal  food,  corn,  cornmeal, 
and  flour.  The  flour  exported  to  those  islands  in 
1822  was  valued  at  the  custom-house  at  two  mil- 
lions seven  hundred  and  fifty-eight  thousand  four 
hundred  and  twenty-seven  dollars ;  more  than 
one-half  of  all  the  flour  exported  from  the  country. 
The  total  amount  of  domestic  exports  to  those 
i>lands  in  1822  exceeded  §10,070,000,  and  the  ex- 
ports of  foreign  growth  and  manufacture  ex- 
ceeded §2,390,000,  making  an  aggregate  of  ex- 
ports cxce'^ding.S12,470,lXKJ.  The  bullion  import- 
ed from  the  same  islands  in  1S22  amounted  to 
.§297,191,  and  the  gold  and  silver  coin  to  §1,150,- 


leghany.     Where,  then,  will  the  additional  duty  i  932,  it  being  almost  one-half  of  all  the  specie  im 
on  wool  be  most  beneficially  felt  ?     He  was  not '  ported  during  that  year.     Ought  such  a  trade  l( 
adverse  to  such  encouragement  of  the  interests  of    be  disregarded  ? 
the  West,  but  he  insisted  that,  while  those  inter 


ests  are  thus  protected  an  important  source  of 
wealth  to  the  East  should  not  be  destroyed.  He 
deemed  it  proper  thus  to  repel  the  assertions,  re- 
peated more  than  once,  that  the  bill  before  the 
Committee  contains  provisions  peculiarly  bene- 
ficial to  Connecticut  and  New  England,  and  he 
did  il  in  no  invidious  spirit  towards  the  West. 
He  certainly  rejoiced  in  the  prosperity  of  that 
country,  and  was  ready  to  promote  it  by  all  legiti- 
mate and  proper  measures.  His  constituents,  Mr. 
T.  said,  asked  for  national  measures,  and  required 
nothing  inconsistent  with  iheinterestof  the  Union, 
and,  as  their  representative,  he  was  disposed  to  in- 
sist upon  the  just  and  equal  distribution,  as  well 
of  the  public  patronage  as  the  public  burdens. 

The  objection,  Mr.  T.  said,  which,  in  his 
judgment,  was  conclusive  against  ihe  additional 
duty  proposed,  was,  that  it  would  greatly  dimin- 
ish, if  not  annihilate,  the  West  India  trade. 

It  certainly  would  prevent  the  legal  importation 
of  foreign  distilled  spirits  from  the  West  India 
islands.  Indeed,  he  apprehended  that  the  addi- 
tion recommended  by  the  committee  would  fall 
little  short  of  immediately  producing  the  same 
result,  but  that  such  would  be  its  ultimate  eflect 
he  felt  persuaded. 

He  would,  he  said,  examine  the  nature  and  ex- 


10 

Ought  it  not  to  be  encouraged, 
especially  when  it  is  remembered  that  it  is  earned 
on  in  the  pork,  the  beef,  the  lumber,  and  bread- 
stufls  of  the  country,  for  which  no  demand  exists 
in  Europe  ?  This  trade,  too,  furnishes  us  with 
large  quantities  of  colonial  produce,  which  may 
be  carried  to  a  European  market,  and  thus  ulti- 
mately enriching  the  country  by  a  double  profit 
and  freight.  But  this  trade,  Mr.  T.  said,  had  in 
fact  languished  under  the  operation  of  the  duty 
imposed  in  1810;  and,  so  far  from  being  able  to 
sustain  further  pressure,  seemed  to  require  the  fos- 
tering care  of  the  National  Government. 

The  importance  of  preserving  the  principal 
market  which  remained  to  the  country  for  the 
productions  that  he  had  named  would  be  apparent 
by  adverting  to  the  great  diflference  in  the  quan- 
tity of  those  articles  exported  in  the  year  1804  and 
in  the  year  1822.  He  had  taken  the  year  1822. 
because  the  report  of  the  exports  in  the  year  1823 
was  not  conveniently  accessible,  it  not  having  yet 
been  prin'ed.  The  value  of  lumber  exported  in 
1804  was  §2,548,000.  The  value  of  the  same 
article  exported  in  1822  sunk  to  §1 ,307,670.  The 
animal  food  and  animals  exported  in  1804  were 
valued  at  §4,264,568.  The  exports  of  the  same 
articles  in  1822  were  diminished  to  the  com- 
paratively small  amount  of  81,463,t>28.  He  had 
taken  these  articles  as  fairly  exhibiting  thedepre*- 
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aion  which  this  branch  of  our  commerce  has  ex- 
perienced within  the  period  of  eighteen  years. 

But  the  diminution  ol  exports  to  which  he  had 
called  the  attention  of  the  Committee  fell  not  alone 
upon  the  commerce  of  the  Eastern  States;  it  was, 
perhaps,  equally  destructive  to  the  agricultural 
prosperity  of  that  section  of  the  Union.  Indeed, 
the  lumber  of  the  States  of  North  Carolina  and 
Georgia  must  find  the  same  market,  or  be  lost  to 
its  owners.  And  the  State  of  New  York,  from 
which  the  gentleman  comes  who  made  the  motion 
now  under  consideration,  must  look  to  the  West 
India  market  to  dispose  of  the  lumber  which  shall 
float  down  their  northern  and  western  canals. 
Deprive  them  of  this  market,  and  their  timber 
must  be  burned  on  the  spot  where  it  grew,  or  their 
forests  remain  uncleared. 

It  has  been  insisted,  Mr.  T.  said,  that  the  argu- 
ment which  he  had  urged  against  the  proposed 
increase  of  duty  on  distilled  spirits  applied  equally 
to  every  part  of  the  present  bill,  and  would  prove 
that  no  augmentation  of  the  present  duties  on  im- 
ports ought  to  take  place.  This  argument,  he 
said,  he  must  be  permitted  to  pronounce  unsound, 
notwithstanding  the  high  source  from  which  it 
proceeded.  The  trade  to  the  West  Indies  is  of  a 
peculiar  description.  It  consists  of  bulky  articles, 
and  employs  a  greater  quantity  of  tonnage,  and  a 
larger  number  of  men,  in  proportion  to  the  capital 
employed,  than  any  other  portion  of  the  trade  in 
which  the  merchants  of  the  United  States  are  en- 
gaged. Our  true  policy  is  to  give  protection  to 
the  domestic  manufacture  of  those  foreign  fabrics, 
the  importation  of  which  affords  employment  to 
the  smallest  portion  of  our  navigation,  and  which 
cannot  be  paid  for  in  the  domestic  produce  of  the 
country.  If  it  be  necessary  to  abandon  any  part 
of  your  commerce  for  the  protection  of  domestic 
industry,  first  abandon  that  which  drains  the 
country  of  specie,  but,  last  of  all,  that  which  re- 
turns specie  for  the  surplus  of  your  bulky  domes- 
tic produce. 

The  honorable  chairman  of  the  committee  who 
reported  this  bill  has  urged  that  the  objection 
raised  against  the  proposed  increase  of  duty  ap- 
plies wiUi  equal  force  to  the  increased  duty  on 
grass  bonnets.  Perhaps  no  instance  will  better 
elucidate  the  propriety  of  the  policy  for  which  hiC 
contended  than  the  one  mentioned  by  that  gentler 
man.  The  bonnets  referred  to,  on  the  importa- 
tion of  which  an  additional  duty  is  imposed,  ar^ 
brought  chiefly  from  Italy,  and  fabricated  of  a 
light  material.  The  domestic  produce  exported 
to  Italy  and  Malta  amounts  to  only  §560,714,  and 
that  consists  of  articles  which  cannot  be  obtained 
as  well  elsewhere,  and  for  which  specie  will  be 
paid  if  we  consent  to  diminish  the  amount  of  our 
imports  from  that  country,  now  exceeding  §1,560, 
000,  by  the  domestic  manufacture  of  an  article  of 
dress,  the  cost  which,  in  the  year  1522,  in  that 
country,  was  §610.228. 

Now,  sir,  said  Mr.  T.,  is  it  not  apparent  that 
the  trade  which  I  advocate  and  wish  to  sustain, 
bears  no  analogy  to  that  mentioned  by  the.gentle- 
raan  from  Pennsylvania?  While  the  former  is 
beneficial  to  both  the  agricultural  and  commer- 


cial interests  of  the  country,  those  important 
interests  are  not  materially  advanced  by  the 
latter. 

But  it  has  been  said,  by  the  honorable  Speaker, 
that,  if  the  merchant  refuses  to  receive,  for  his 
cargo,  distilled  spirits,  he  will  be  paid  in  some- 
thing better.  This  is  an  entire  mistake.  Will 
the  sagacious  American  merchant,  of  choice,  take 
an  article  in  payment  on  which  he  must  sustain 
a  certain  loss?  But  the  merchants  tell  you  that 
the  amount  of  duty,  cost,  and  regular  charges,  on 
spirits  imported,  considerably  exceeds  the  price  of 
this  article  in  our  market.  The  fact  is  not  as  the 
honorable  Speaker  supposes.  The  article  in  ques- 
tion is  not  taken,  except  when  nothing  better  can 
be  obtained.  If  the  avails  of  the  outward  cargo 
could  be  received  in  any  other  article,  the  Ameri- 
can merchants  certainly  are  not  so  short-sighted 
as  to  prefer  taking  that  which  subjects  them'to  a 
certain  loss.  But,  sir,  so  far  from  givi^ByvAo|ae- 
thing  better  than  distilled  spirits  for  our  domestic 
produce,  the  inhabitants  of  those  islands  will  seek 
the  supplies  elsewhere  which  they  have  been  ac- 
customed to  receive  from  the  United  States. 
Black  cattle  abound  in  South  America,  and  from 
that  country  may  be  drawn  supplies  for  the  West 
Indies.  The  timber  of  Canada  will  find  its  way 
to  that  market,  from  which  the  proposed  measure 
goes  to  exclude  us,  and  the  distilled  spirit^f,  which 
will  be  received  in  return,  may  be  transported  to 
Canada,  where  its  introduction  into  the  United 
States,  without  the  payment  of  duty,  is  easy,  and 
attended  with  little  hazard.  The  transactions  of 
the  late  war  are  not  forgotten.  It  is  well  under- 
stood that,  towards  the  close  of  that  war,  foreign 
distilled  spirits  were  abundant  on  that  frontier. 
This  may  again  occur,  if,  by  augmenting  the 
duty,  you  present  an  inducement  suflSciently 
strong  to  prostrate  the  integrity  of  those  engaged 
in  this  trade.  It  cannot  be  concealed  that  exces- 
sive duties  lead  to  smuggling,  and  this  will  not 
only  diminish  the  revenue,  but  impair,  seriously 
impair,  the  morality  of  the  country.  Information 
received  from  an  honorable  member  of  this  Com- 
mittee, supports  the  opinion  that  the  payment  of 
the  present  duty  is  evaded  by  the  introduction  of 
foreign  distilled  spirits,  through  the  channel  which 
has  been  mentioned.  If  brandy  is  constantly  smug- 
gled into  England,  and  in  large  quantities,  from 
France,  is  it  not  extremely  probable  that  the  same 
course  will  be  adopted,  in  a  country  affording  al- 
together greater  facilities  for  the  violation  of  the 
revenue  laws? 

The  gentleman  Irom  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Stew- 
art) has  defended,  said  Mr.  T.,  this  additional 
duty,  not  so  much  on  the  ground  that  it  is  intend- 
ed as  an  encouragement  to  the  manufacture  of 
domestic  spirits,  as  for  the  promotion  of  agricul- 
ture. The  grain-growing  portion  of  our  country, 
the  gentleman  told  us,  needed  this  protection. 
Sir,  what  is  the  protection  your  laws  now  afford 
to  the  manufacturer  of  whiskey?  The  average 
amount  of  duty  on  foreign  distilled  spirits  may  be 
staled  at  forty-two  cents  per  gallon.  The  average 
cost,  in  the  West  Indies,  will  probably  not  exceed 
twenty  cents  per  gallon.     You  have,  then,  a  duty 
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oa  foreign  spirits  of  more  than  two  hundred  per 
cent.    Ought  not  the  gentleman  to  be  satisfied 
with  this  protection  of  his  whiskey?     Will  he, 
indeed,  insist  on  adding  fifty  per  cent,  to  the  pres- 
ent duty  on  imported  spirits,  while  on  whiskey  no 
duty  IS  imposed?     But  this  additional  duty  is  not 
oecessary  to  protect  the  grain  of  the  West.     The 
existing  laws  have  gradually  diminished  the  im- 
portations  of  foreign   spirits.     Notwithstanding 
the  population  of  this  country  has  nearly  doubled 
within  the  last  twenty  years,  the  quantity  of  spir- 
its imported  has  diminished  more  than  2,300,000 
gallons.     The  diminution  of  the  importations  be- 
ing in  an  inverse  proportion  to  the  augmentation 
of  our  population,  it  is  easy  to  see  that  the  manu- 
facturer of  whiskey,  and  he  who  raises  the  grain 
to  be  converted  into  this  deleterious  liquor,  have 
experienced   a  constantly  increasing   encourage- 
ment.    The   consumers   have   increased,   in  the 
period  of  twenty  years,  about  four-fifths,  and  the 
foreign  supply  has  diminished  about  one-third. 

The  average  quantity  of  spirits  imported  and 
consumed  in  the  country,  from  1801  to  1810,  in- 
clusive, was  6,834,878  gallons.     An  accurate  au- 
thor has  estimated  the  quantity  of  spirits  distilled 
from  grain  and  fruit,  in   1801,  at  ten  millions  of 
gallons.     By  the  returns  of  the  mar^hals,  in  1810, 
It  appears  that  the  amount  distilled,  from  foreign 
and  domestic  materials,  in  that  year,  was  25,490,-  | 
382  gallons  ;  making  the  quantity  of  spirits  con- 
sumed in  that  year,  31.725,417  gallons.     If  it  be 
admitted,  then,  that  the  increase  of  the  quantity 
of  spirits  consumed  in   the  country  has   been  in 
proportion  to  the  augmentation  of  our  population, 
and  that  our  population  has  increased,  since  1810, 
only  one-third,  it  follows  that  42,300,556  gallons 
of  distilled  spirits  are  annually  consumed  in  the 
United  States.     Deducting  from  this  enormous 
quantity,   4,567,744  gallons  imported,  and  there 
will  remain,  distilled  in  the   United  States,  37,- 
732,812  gallons.     Is  not  this  adequate  encourage- 
ment?    Will  not  the  genileman   from  Pennsyl- 
vania stop  short  of  a  total  exclusion  of  foreign 
spirits  ?     The  experience  of  the  past  justifies  the 
conclusion  that  the  existing  duly  is  rapidly  pro- 
ducing this  result. 

The  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Manufac- 
tures told  this  Committee  that  one  object  of  the 
bill  under  consideration  was  to  provide  a  revenue. 
This,  sir,  is  a  proper  object ;   the  bill  ought  to  be 
so  framed,  a",  by  a  judicious  addition  of  duties  on 
some  articles,  to  provide  for  any  diminution  which 
may  result  from  the  encouragement  pro(>eriy  af- 
forded, to  the  manufacturer  of  other  articles.     In 
the  year  1822,  the  duly  paid  on  foreign  distilled 
spirits  imported  into  the  United  States  exceeded 
two  millions  and  forty  thousand  dollars.     If  you 
impose  a  duty,  which  shall  amount  to  a  prohibi- 
tion, how,  Mr.  T.  asked,  is   ihis  deficiency  to  be 
supplied  ?    The  Government  must  be  supported. 
The  national  debt  must  be  paid  ;  the  pledged  faith 
of  the  country  redeemed.     Although   we  have  a 
large  balance  in  the  Treasury,  yet  we  are  told 
that,  in  order  lo  meet  the  payment  of  that  portion 
of  the  public  debt  which  will  become  payable  in 
1825,  it  will  be  necessary  to  borrow  about  one 


million  of  dollars.     Will  you  render  it  necessary 
to  borrow  two  millions  more  ? 

Mr.  Chairman,  adopt  the  amendment  now  be- 
fore the  Committee  ;  exclude  foreign  distilled  spir- 
its, and  we  present  an  anomaly  in  our  revenue 
system.  We  exclude  foreign,  and  impose  no  duty 
on  domestic,  spirits.  An  article  of  luxury,  con- 
sidered in  all  countries  as  a  fit  subject  and  a  fruit- 
ful source  of  revenue,  is  exempted  from  taxation, 
while  we  raise  about  §700,000  from  salt,  a  neces- 
sary of  life.  Can  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
be  serious  in  advocating  a  measure  fraught  with 
such  unjust  and  ruinous  results? 

If  it   is  determined   that   ihe  duty  on   foreiga 
spirits  shall  amount  lo  a  prohibition,  I  ask  gentle- 
men to  give  lo  the  country  a  duly  on  the  domestic 
article.     Let  not  the  revenue  which  may  be  legit- 
imately drawn  from  this  source  be  lost.     If  this 
destroyer  of  the  physical  energies,  and  the  morali- 
ty and  happiness  of  its  votaries,  must  be  permitted 
lo  continue  its  ravages  upon  society,  do   not  the 
principles  of  sound  policy  dictate  that  it  be  made 
to  contribute  largely  to  the  national  revenue  1    If, 
said  Mr.  T.,  gentlemen  will  piopose  a  tax  of  20 
cents  per  gallon  on  whi.»key — call  it  an  excise  if 
you  please,  he  cared  not  for  the  name— it  should 
have  his  cordial  approbation  and  support ;  and  to 
effect  an  object  of  such  moral  and  uational  inter- 
est, he  would  give  his  assent  to  the  imposition  of 
a  duly  on  foreign  spirits,  which  should  afford  ad- 
equate  protection  lo   the  domestic   manufaciure. 
The  imposiiion  of  such  a  lax,  if  the  distilled  spir- 
its consumed  in  the  country  be  estimated  at  forty 
millions  of  gallons,  would  produce  an  annual  rev- 
enue of  about  eight  millions  of  dollars.     With 
1  such  a  revenue  we  might  afford  complete  prolec- 
I  lion  lo  all   the  valuable  manufacturing  establish- 
1  ments  in  ihe  country,  and  secure  an  ample  supply 
1  of  all  those  nianulaciured  articles   which  essen- 
iially  contribute  to  our  security  and  independence. 
Mr.  T.  said  he  had  deemed  it  his  duty  to  ex- 
plain   to  the   CummilUe   ihe  views  which  he  en- 
■  lertained  regarding  the   proposition  before  it,  and 
\  he  could  say  that  it  was  his  wish  to  consult,  not 
i  merely  the  interest  of  manufactures,  but  of   agri- 
]  culture    and    commerce.      Those    inter«sls    were 
1  closely  and  intimately  interwoven.     They  are  the 
1  joint  sources  of  the  national  wealth,  and  great 
I  care  IS  requisite  that  they  do  not  come  in  collision. 
He  concluded  by  expressing  a  hope  that  ihe  de- 
I  tails  of  the   bill  would  be  so  arranged  as  to  do 
I  justice  and  afford  satisfaction  to  all  classes  of  the 
communitv,  and  lo  every  section  of  the  Union. 

The  question  was  ihen  taken  on  Mr.  Thacy'b 
motion,  and  decided  in  the  negative  by  a  large 
majority. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  to  strike  out  the  whole 
of  the  clause  proposing  an  increase  of  duty  on  the 
importation  of  distilled  spirits;  and,  being  taken, 
was  decided  in  the  negative — 102  votes  to  67. 

Mr.  Gar.nett,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  strike  out 
of  the  bill  the  clause  in  the  following  words,  viz: 
"  On  oranges,  fifty  cents  per  hundred  ;  on  lemons, 
twenty-five  cmis  per  hundred  ;  on  limes,  ten  cents 
per  hundred."'     In  support  of  this  motion — 


1513 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1514 


February,  1824 


The  TaHff  BiU. 


n.  OP  R. 


Mr.  Garnett  said,  that,  while  this  bill  was 
alarmingly  comprehensive  in  some  respects,  it 
w^as  singularly,  not  to  say  ludicrously,  minute  in 
others.  Of  the  latter  description  were  the  duties 
proposed  lo  be  stricken  out ;  and  there  was  even  a 
duly  proposed  on  filberts  and  figs!  He  presumed 
the  duly  on  limes  and  lemons  was  introduced  on 
the  same  principle  with  that  on  foreign  spirits, 
and  proposed  to  operate  by  the  same  means — by 
discouraging  the  manufacture  of  punch,  and  pro- 
moting that  of  whiskey.  The  duty  on  oranges, 
he  supposed,  was  for  the  benefit  of  the  agriculture 
of  Florida.  He  wished  P'lorida  had  a  voice  in 
this  House.  He  would  undertake  to  say,  that,  if 
she  had,  though  an  infant  in  the  Union,  she  would 
not  be  tempted  by  this  bait  of  an  orange  to  gulp 
down  the  nauseous  compound  of  ingredients  offered 
by  this  bill.  It  would  scarcely  take  out  the  bad 
taste.  There  was  another  duty  intended  for  the 
benefit  of  Florida  ;  the  duly  on  figs.  He  would 
venture  lo  say,  she  would  not  give  a  fig  for  the 
duty.  Oranges  and  lemons  were  refreshing  and 
useful  in  sickness.  A  tax  on  them  was  a  tax  on 
the  sick.  If  we  did  lay  taxes  in  reference  to  the 
hick,  let  it  be  for  their  benefit — let  us  lax  some  of 
those  deadly  weapons  and  direful  drugs  which, 
for  the  last  thirty  years,  have  been  so  fatal  to  the 
sick  in  this  country.  He  would  support  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Manufactures,  in  a  tax 
on  lancets,  and  he  would  vote  for  a  tax  on  calo- 
mel, though  it  produced  a  general  constipation, 
from  the  Passamaquoddy  to  the  Pedee.  He 
thought  this  bill  was  sour  enough,  in  all  con- 
science, without  squeezing  these  lemons  into  it. 

Mr.  Too,  of  Pennsylvania,  said,  that  the  duties 
proposed  lo  be  stricken  out  were  not  higher  than 
the  present  ad  valorem  duties  on  the  same  articles. 
The  object  of  the  committee  was  not  that  which 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  supposed,  to  encour- 
age the  home  manufacture  of  these  articles,  but  to 
make  the  collection  of  the  revenue  certain,  easy, 
and  free  from  evasions.  It  was  wholly  unessential 
for  the  objects  of  this  bill  whether  the  amendment 
now  proposed  was  agreed  to  or  not,  but  he  thought 
the  gentleman  had  not  given  any  sufficient  reason 
for  the  amendment.  The  importation  of  figs,  Mr. 
T.  said,  was  very  great,  indeed  ;  the  article  was 
already  charged  with  a  specific  duly,  and,  if  it 
were  not,  it  certainly  ought  lo  be.  Articles  of  this 
description  are  im[X)rted  almost  wholly  for  the  use 
of  the  rich  and  luxurious,  and  were  certainly  fair 
objects  of  taxation. 

Mr.  Gar.nett  said,  his  reason  for  making  this 
motion  was  to  take  away  from  the  supporters  of 
the  bill  any  claim  which  might  be  founded  on  this 
item,  in  favor  of  the  duties  on  other  articles.  He 
was  perfectly  satisfied,  from  his  observation,  that 
the  very  delusive  idea  that  agriculture  has  been 
benefited  by  protecting  duties,  has  been  a  strong 
motive  with  many  for  pushing  that  system  of  pro- 
tection lo  the  extent  now  proposed  in  favor  of 
manufactures  ;  and,  indeed,  if  he  was  not  mistaken, 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  had  stated  it, 
the  other  day,  as  one  of  the  objects  of  this  bill,  to 
equalize  the  protection  afforded  by  law  to  the  two 
interests.     For  his  part.  Mr.  G.  said,  he  would,  if 


he  could,  repeal  all  the  duties  on  agricultural  pro- 
ducts; and,  in  relation  to  such  a  proposition,  he 
believed,  the  greater  part  of  the  agriculturists  in 
this  House  would  go  along  with  him.  For,  be 
said,  in  regard  to  the  great  staples  of  the  country,  it 
was  not  in  the  power  of  this  House,  by  any  act  of 
legislation,  to  increase  the  price  of  them,  inasmuch 
as  the  price  must  be  regulated  by  the  portion  of 
them  which  goes  abroad,  and  not  by  any  other 
ctrcumstance.  We  have  attracted  a  great  deal  of 
public  notice,  said  Mr.  G.,  by  attempting  to  legis- 
late on  many  curious  subjects,  such  as  the  flying 
machine,  dec,  but  the  spectacle  of  a  legislature 
gravely  legislating  to  raise  the  price  of  corn,  or 
any  other  great  product  of  the  soil,  is  calculated  to 
excite,  in  the  minds  of  intelligent  men,  more  as- 
tonishment than  any  of  the  projects  to  which  I  re- 
fer. Such  an  undertaking  is  as  wise  as  that  of  the 
philosopher  who  undertook  to  extract  sunbeams 
from  cucumbers,  or  as  any  other  absurdity  that  can 
be  conceived  of. 

Mr.  Hamilton,  of  South  Carolina,  was  very 
glad  lo  hear  from  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylva- 
nia, that  he  had  an  affectionate  regard  for  the  reve- 
nue of  the  country,  which,  however,  he  might 
have  manifested  more  effectually  than  by  attaching 
it  to  such  insignificant  articles  as  pine  apples,  or- 
anges, and  filberts  I  But  this  item  was  consistent 
with  ihe  whole  scope  and  object  of  the  bill.  If  the 
bill  ever  becomes  a  law,  said  Mr.  H.,  and  goes  into 
operation — if  we  ever  submit  to  its  operation — it 
will  be  of  very  little  consequence  whether  oranges, 
figs,  or  filberts,  be  interdicted  or  not:  for  1  believe 
there  will,  under  the  operation  of  this  system,  be 
very  few  individuals  left  who  can  afford  to  pur- 
chase them.  As  it  is,  fifty  cents  per  hundred  on 
oranges  would  operate  as  a  duty  of  a  hundred  per 
cent,  on  the  article,  but  even  at  this  rate  would  be 
of  no  importance  to  the  Treasury,  &c.  For  what 
purpose  are  we  legislating  /  said  Mr.  H.  Is  this 
item  thrown  out  as  a  bait  to  catch  a  part  of  the 
Southern  country  ?  In  a  portion  of  the  district 
which  I  represent,  a  great  quantity  of  oranges  are 
grown  ;  but  I  repudiate  the  idea  lor  my  constitu- 
ents, of  such  an  inducement  having  any  influence 
on  their  minds.  I  specially  protest  against  the 
duly,  if  intended  for  our  use.  Mr.  H.  made  some 
observations  on  the  merits  of  these  particular  arti- 
I  cles  composing  this  item,  and  concluded  by  saying 
that  he  was  glad  that  such  items  had  been  stuffed 
into  the  bill,  to  make  it  still  more  odious  and  more 
oppressive  than  it  would  be  without  them. 

Mr.  Ton  remarked,  that,  as  he  supposed  the  gen- 
tleman would  vote  against  the  amendment  because 
he  was  glad  that  the  proposed  duty  was  odious,  no 
further  argument  was  necessary  from  him  (Mr. 
Tod)  to  convince  that  gentleman  that  the  amend- 
ment was  inexpedient. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Garnett's 
motion,  and  decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Conner,  of  North  Carolina,  then  moved  to 
strike  out,  in  the  ninth  line,  the  word  thirty,  and 
insert  twenty-five,  which  would  make  the  clause 
read,  "On  all  manufactures  of  wool,  or  of  which 
wool  shall  be  a  component  part,  a  duty  of  twenty- 
five  per  centum  ad  valorem." 
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Mr.  Conner  observed,  on  making  this  motion, 
that,  from  the  committee  having  proposed  thirty 
per  centum  on  woollen  goods,  it  was  evidently  their 
intention  to  prohibit  coarse  fabrics  of  woollen  al- 
together. He  could  not  approve  of  such  a  policy, 
which  would  operate  oppressively  on  the  Southern 
country  generally.  These  goods  were  necessary  to 
a  large  class  of  the  people,  and  a  very  considerable 
revenue  was  derived  from  their  importation,  which, 
if  the  duty  passed  as  now  proposed,  must  be  alm(tst 
entirely  lost  to  the  Government. 

The  question  being  put  on  Mr.  Conner's  amend- 
ment, it  was  lost — ayes  71,  noes  106. 

Mr.  Brent,  of  Louisijiia,  then  moved  to  amend 
the  bill,  by  striking  out  the  clause  which  proposes 
to  lay  a  duty  of  six  cents  per  square  yard  on  all 
cotton  bagging  imported. 

Mr.  Brent  stated  to  the  Committee  his  reasons 
for  proposing  this  amendment.  This  duty,  he 
said,  would  bear  with  particular  hardship  on  the 
part  of  the  country  which  he  represented,  and  the 
more  so,  because  it  was  allowed  that  it  would  have 
the  effect  of  a  prohibitory  duty.  He  wished,  when 
proposing  such  a  duty  as  this,  the  honorable  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Manufactures  would 
have  shown  that  the  article  of  cotton  bagging  was 
manufactured  in  the  United  States  to  a  sufficient 
amount  for  the  consumption  of  the  country.  This 
could  not  be  shown ;  and,  connected  with  that 
fact,  this  one  feature  showed  the  extent  to  which 
gentleman  were  disposed  to  push  their  system. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  was  mis- 
taken in  his  assumed  fact,  that,  during  the  late 
war,  the  cotton  planters  were  supplied  with  bag- 
ging from  Kentucky — for  that  State  was  not  at 
that  time  making  one-sixth  part  of  the  quantity 
necessary  for  the  supply  of  the  country.  When 
we  had  no  commerce,  whatever,  and  Kentucky 
was  almost  without  competition  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  the  article,  the  greatest  quantity  of  bag- 
ging which  she  made  in  any  one  year,  was  six 
hundred  and  thirty  thousand  yards,  whilst  the 
consumption  of  llie  United  States  amounts  to  up- 
wards of  four  millions  of  yards,  annually,  «fec. 
At  this  very  moment,  Mr.  B.  said,  there  is  not 
made  in  the  State  of  Kentucky,  sixty  thousand 
yards  annually  of  cotton  bagging.  This  fact  ap- 
peared by  the  census  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  in 
the  year  1822,  and  the  report,  in  regard  to  that 
manufacture,  was,  that  it  was  in  a  languishing 
condition — not,  Mr.  B.  said,  from  the  want  of 
protection  to  the  manufacture,  but  from  the  infe- 
riority of  the  article  manufactured.  I,  said  he, 
represent  a  cotton  country  ;  and  all  the  gentlemen 
representing  the  same  description  of  country  will 
unite  in  testifying  that  the  bagging  of  Kentucky 
is  of  so  inferior  a  quality  that  we  prefer  paying 
forty  cents  per  yard  for  the  foreign  article,  to  mak- 
ing use  of  the  bagging  of  Kentucky,  at  twenty- 
live  cents  per  yard.  And  would  the  advocates  of 
this  bill  force  upon  the  cotton  growers  an  article 
of  this  inferior  quality  ? 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  had  referred 
to  the  report  of  Alexander  Hamilton.  Now,  Mr. 
B.  said,  though  he  was  not  disposed  to  adopt  the 
principles  of  Alexander  Hamilton  on  any  subject. 


he  was  willing  to  show,  from  his  report,  that 
Alexander  Hamilton  had  laid  down  the  principle, 
that  a  prohibition  of  the  importation  of  any  article 
should  never  be  attempted  by  a  Government  with- 
out first  ascertaining  that  the  country  can  manu- 
facture enough  for  its  consumption,  and,  secondly, 
that  the  manufacture  thereof  is  in  a  sufficient 
number  of  hands  to  insure  competition.  He  called 
upon  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  to  show 
that  there  were  facts  in  the  present  case,  and,  if 
that  could  be  established,  he  for  one,  would  vote 
in  favor  of  the  proposed  duty,  if  the  article  could 
be  manufactured  of  a  quality  any  thing  like  equal 
to  the  foreign  article.  Mr.  B.  said  he  had  no  at- 
tachment to  foreign  manufactures,  or  to  foreign 
interests,  as  had  been  rather  ungenerously  sug- 
gested in  debate  yesterday.  There  was  no  mem- 
ber on  this  floor  who  was  actuated  by  considera- 
tions of  that  kind.  The  opponents  of  this  bill 
upon  principle  were  as  much  attached  to  Ameri- 
can productions  as  the  gentleman  who  made  the 
remark,  and  had  shown  it  on  all  occasions  in  de- 
fence of  the  interests  and  rights  of  the  country. 
Mr.  B.  said  he  did  not  like  these  allusions,  and  he 
hoped  that,  in  the  future  discussion  of  this  bil)^ 
they  would  be  avoided. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  would  not  now  make  any  obser- 
vations on  the  general  principle  of  this  bill.  He 
had  many  reasons,  which  perhaps  in  time  he 
might  present  to  the  House,  to  show  the  evil  con- 
sequences of  this  bill,  and  that  it  ought  not  to  pass 
in  any  shape  whatever. 

Mr.  Tod  said  it  must  be  admitted  that  cotton 
bagging  was  an  article  indispensable  to  cotton 
planters,  and  tliat,  if  a  supply  of  it  cannot  l)e  fur- 
nished by  the  manufacture  of  our  own  country, 
the  duty  either  ought  not  to  be  agreed  to,  or  the 
time,  in  which  it  is  to  operate,  ought  to  be  ex- 
tended. But,  Mr.  T.  said,  it  would  not  do  to  say 
to  this  House  that  the  States  of  Kentucky  and 
Ohio  could  not  makeall  the  cotton  bagging  wanted 
for  all  the  cotton-growing  States  in  the  Union; 
for,  he  said,  it  was  eaNier  to  make  bagging  for  a 
million  pounds  of  cotton,  than  it  was  to  raise  ten 
thousand  pounds  of  cotton.  .Mr.  T.  said  he  knew 
very  well  that  this  additional  duty  would  oblige 
the  constituents  of  the  gentleman  to  pay  more  for 
their  bagging  than  they  now  pay.  If  for  this  they 
had  no  equivalent,  the  duty  would  be  unjust,  and 
a  hardship  upon  them.  The  question,  however, 
was,  have  they  not  already  an  equivalent  ?  Mr. 
T.  contended  that  they  have.  The  consumption 
of  cotton,  by  the  people  of  the  United  States,  is  to 
the  amount  of  one-third  of  the  whole  (juantity 
raised  in  the  country.  The  greater  part  of  this 
consumption  of  cotton  is  by  the  f)eople  who  do  not 
raise  any  of  the  article.  It  was  notorious  that 
there  was  more  cotton  consumed  in  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania  than  in  all  the  States  that  raise 
cotton  in  the  Union;  and  they  pay  a  protecting 
duty  to  those  who  raise  the  cotton,  of  three  cents 
per  pound,  which,  it  would  be  agreed,  was  in  fact 
a  bounty  of  so  much  upon  the  production  of  the 
article;  because  we  know,  said  he,  that  it  can  be 
afforded  to  be  raised  in  South  America,  and  in 
some  parts  of  the  West  Indies,  at  three  cents  per 
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pound  cheaper  than  in  the  United  States  because  I  greatest  importation  of  cotton  by  the  merchants 
the  slaves  in  that  country  were  treated  with  greater  |  had  been  made,  the  article  was  purchased  at  less 
severity  than  in  this,   harder  worked,  and  more    than  ten  cents  per  pound.     It  did  not  at  the  time 


scantily  clothed  and  poorly  fed.  At  any  rate, 
those  countries  can  undersell  our  cotton  growers. 
For  their  protection,  however,  said  Mr.  T.,  we 


sell,  in  any  part  of  this  country,  within  three  cents 
of  ten  cents  per  pound. 

Mr.  Ha.milton  said,  the  argument  of  the  gen- 


have  laid  a  duty  of  three  centi;  per  pound  on  the  |  tleman  from  Pennsylvania  was  perfectly  consist- 
importation  of  toreign  cotton,  which,  I  trust,  will  '  ent  with  the  whole  scope  of  this  bill ;  that  if, 
ever  continue  to  be  laid;  and  thus  the  people  of,  by  the  laws  of  God  and  nature  any  part  of  our 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania  and  of  other  States,  for  |  country  should  not  enjoy  equal  advantages  of  soil, 
every  pound  of  cotton  they  consume,  pay  a  bounty  !  climate,  &e.,  with  another.  Congress  was  to  exert 
of  three  cents  to  the  people  of  the  South.  And,  a  despotic  power  with  a  view  to  equalize  the  ad- 
doing  this,  they  now  asked  of  the  people  of  the  vantages.  Mr.  H.  said,  he  left  it  to  the  Commit- 
South  to  repay  about  a  hundredth  part  of  this  i  tee  to  say,  whether  this  was  not  the  substance  of 
bounty  in  the  shape  of  a  duty  on  cotton  bagging.  I  the  gentleman's  argument. 

This  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana  considered  a  j  The  gentleman  had  informed  the  House  there 
hardship — .Mr.  T.  could  not  consider  it  so ;  it  was  a  I  was  no  specie  in  the  State  of  Kentucky  ;  and,  said 
mere  reciprocity.  It  was  an  exertion  of  the  power  |  Mr.  H.,  is  it  possible  that  South  Carolina  is  to  be 
conferred  on  Government  for  the  purpose  of^com-  >  taxed  till  specie  flows  redundantly  into  Kentucky, 
pelling  different  sections  of  the  country  to  do  jus-  ]  and  Kentucky  is  made  able  to  supply  us  with  our 
tice,  in  some  degree,  to  one  another,  by  rccipro-  j  cotton  bagging  ? 

eating  advantages  in  their  intercourse,  &c.  If  I  Mr.  H.  adverted  to  the  practical  operation  of  the 
any  part  of  the  country  required  protection  of  this  i  item  now  proposed  to  be  stricken  out.  We  are  to 
sort,  it  was  the  State  of  Kentucky.  All  the  pro-  j  be  taxed  by  it,  said  he — how  much  ?  Why,  for  the 
duce  which  that  State  can  send  to  market  was  ,  benefit  of  Kentucky,  we  are  to  be  taxed,  in  round 
not  of  one-fifth  the  value  of  the  exports  of  domestic  numbers,  sixty  thousand  dollars  a  year  in  the  small 
produce  from  Georgia,  or  from  South  Carolina,  j  State  which  I  represent.  And  we  are  now  told 
Yet  Kentucky  i5su|>erior  in  numbers,  and  in  phy-  that,  as  an  equivalent  for  all  this,  we  have  re- 
sical  and  moral  strength.  Why  should  we,  by  the  j  ceived  a  tKDunty  in  the  shape  of  a  duty  of  three 
effect  of  legislation,  give  to  one  part  of  the  country  '  cents  per  pound  on  our  cotton.  This  duty,  Mr. 
so  decided  an  advantage  over  the  other  ?  In  con-  |  H.  said,  never  was  laid  for  encouragement.  It 
sequence  of  the  disadvantages  under  which  the  ;  was  laid  for  the  purpose  of  revenue  ;  and,  to  show 
West  labored  in  respect  to  its  products,  there  had  :  how  far  that  great  man,  Alexander  Hamilton,  was 
been  great  distress  and  depression  in  the  State  of  mistaken,  he,  in  his  report,  doubted  very  much 
Kentucky.  Specie  was  almost  unknown  in  the  I  whether  this  country  would  ever  have  the  capa- 
State.  So  much  was  this  the  case,  that,  no  long  j  city  to  raise  a  sufficiency  of  the  article  for  the 
time  ago,  application  was  proposed  to  be  made  to  j  purposes  of  our  own  manufactures.  How  com- 
ihc  General  Government  to  dispense  with  specie  j  pletely  had  this  prediction  been  falsified!  We 
in  the  payment  of  the  postage  on  their  letters,  raise  it,  not  only  in  the  greatest  quantity,  but  of 
They  have  not  the  same  advantages  as  the  ciii-  the  most  superior  quality;  the  finest  cotton  in  the 
zens  of  Georgia  and  South  Carolina,  and  Lou-  world  is  raised,  to  threefold  the  amount  of  the 
isiana,  and  Alabama,  and  Mississippi;  that  is,  i  consumption  of  our  country.  With  regard  to  for- 
they  have  no  lellow-citizens  whom  they  can  com-  I  eign  cottons,  which  it  was  suppo5:ed  by  the  gentle- 
pel  to  become  customers  to  them,  as  they  are  to  ;  man  from  Pennsylvania,  might  compete  with  oars, 
the  cotton  growers.  From  these  and  other  con-  |  we  know  perfectly  well  that,  even  in  the  Liver- 
siderations,  Mr.  T.  was  clearly  for  giving  this  :  pool  market,  the  Government  of  Great  Britain 
encouragement  to  the  manufactures  of  the  West.  '  having  every  inducement  to  encourage  the  East 
Mr.  Crowninshield,  of  Massachusetts,  said  he  {  India  trade,  those  cottons  cannot  enter  into  com- 
thought  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  was  to-  |  petition  with  ours.  An  attempt  was  made,  some 
tally  mistaken  in  regard  to  the  matter  of  fact,  ;  years  ago.  to  introduce  East  India  cotton  into  this 
when  he>tated  that  a  duty  of  three  cents  per  pound    country;  merchants  of  great  skill  and  experience 


is  imposed  as  a  protecting  duty  on  cotton,  because 
cotton  could  be  raised  in  South  America,  the  West 
Indies,  &c.,  cheaper  than   here.     The  cotton  of 


were  said  to  have  lost  half  a  million  of  dollars  in 
the  attempt.  The  rivalry  of  foreign  cotton  in 
this  market  with  ours,  was  a  mere  bugbear,   not 


Bombay  and  Bengal  might  perhaps  be  as  cheap  as  I  entitled  to  a  moment's  consideration, 
ours,  but  it  was  well  known  to  be  inferior  inqual-  |  Look  at  the  operation  of  this  proposed  duty, 
iiy  to  ours.  Mr.  C.  asserted  that,  with  the  excep-  ',  said  Mr.  H.  We  are  to  pay  a  tribute  of  sixty  thou- 
tion  of  those  countries,  there  is  no  country  from  i  sand  dollars  a  year  to  Kentucky,  to  enable  her  to 


which  cotton  can  be  imported  so  cheap  as  it  is 
raised  here,  by  three  cents  per  pound.  The  gen- 
tleman's reasonings,  founded  on  a  contrary  sup- 
position, therefore,  must  go  for  nothing;  and  he 
was  at  liberty  to  make  what  use  he  pleased  of  the 
information  now  given. 

Mr.  Too,  referring  to  documents  before  him, 
said  that,  in  one  of  the  countries  from  which  the 


manufacture  bagging.  If  we  go  on  in  this  way 
with  every  article  of  our  present  import,  what  in- 
ducements do  we  leave  to  Great  Britain  to  take 
our  cotton  ?  There  are  immense  markets  open 
to  her,  where  she  can  obtain  cotton  in  exchange 
for  her  manufactures  if  we  reject  them.  Brazil 
alone  is  capable  of  producing  as  much  cotton  as 
the  whole  United  Slates  proper:  and,  he  argued, 
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if  we  take  away  the  inducement  which  Great 
Britain  has  to  receive  our  cotton,  we  bball  in  the 
end  lose  her  custom,  &.c. 

Mr.  H.  said,  he  would  abstain  from  entering  at 
present  upon  a  discussion  of  the  general  principles 
of  the  bill.  When  the  bill  should  he  presented 
for  discussion,  on  its  general  principle,  he  should 
make  it  his  particular  province  to  point  out  the 
many  objections  to  it,  and  the  character  of  the 
crusade  about  to  be  waged  against  the  interests  of 
that  part  of  the  country  which  he  had  the  honor 
to  represent. 

Mr.  Trimble,  of  Kentucky,  referring  to  an  ex- 
pression used  by  Mr.  Hamilton,  in  the  close  of  his 
remarks,  said  he  was  gratified  that  the  House  was 
to  have  a  revelation  on  thiii  subject.  He  had  no 
doubt  it  would  have  a  happy  etitct  on  the  minds 
of  those  gentlemen  who  were  opposed  to  the  bill ; 
for  it  appeared  that  nothing  but  revelation  would 
have  any  effect  upon  them. 

If  all  this  idea  of  the  competition  of  foreign 
cottons  was  a  bugbear,  Mr.  T.  said  he  should  like 
to  know  why  thai  geniJeman  and  others  had  been 
so  anxious  to   tax  East  India  cotton  goods,  jf  it 
was  not  for  the  purpose  of  excluding  East  India 
cotton  itself.     For  the  confirmation  of  the  Jact, 
Mr.  T.  said  he  appealed  to  the  arguments  which 
were  used  when  the  tariff  was  made  up,  and  the 
gentlemen  from  the  Soutii  asked  for  this  protec- 
tion for  their  cotton.     [Mr.  T.  here  .said,  he  was 
very  willing  to  yield  the  lloor  to  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  (Mr.  CAMfiRtLENc,)  who  seemed 
to  feel  the  effect  of  the  revelation  which  had  been 
spoken  of.]     As  to  the  Western  country,  Mr.  T. 
continued,  it   enjoyed  the  advantage  of  no  pro- 
tecting duty  on  any  article.     But,  when  the  gen-  | 
tlemen  from  the  South   send  u>  their   protected  ■ 
cotton,  said   Mr.  T.,  it  comes  to  us  wrapt  up  in 
Inverness  and  Dundee  bagging,  made  of  the  refuse  ( 
tow,  after   the  best  of  the  hemp  is  hackled  out.  , 
Now,  sir,  the  Western  hemp  has  been  ascertained,  ! 
by  fair  experiment,  to   be  ten  per  cent,  stronger  ' 
than  the  Russian   hemp;  and  from  that  fact,  I 
pr^urae  we  can  make  bagging,  or  any  thing  else,  ! 
of  Kentucky  hemp,  as  ^trong  as  can  be  made  from 
Russian   hemp.     Notwithstanding    which,  when 
we  purchase  cotton  from  the  South,  we  are  com- 
pelled to  purcha.se  this  Inverness  and  Dundee  bag-  : 
ging.     Is  there  any  equality  in  that  ?     Notwitn- 
standing  which,  said  Mr.  T.,  we  do  not  ask  an 
exclusion  oi  this  article,  as    they  have  done  in 
relation  to  coarse  cotton  goods,  but  only  a  reason- 
able tax  upon  it.     Nothing  could  be  more  fair, 
inore   equal,   nor,  he   thought   gentlemen  would 
alter  due  consideration  allow,  more  just,  than  such 
a  tax. 

Have  we  not  land  enough,  said  Mr.  T.,  to  rai>e 
.    hemp  sufficient  to  make  all  our  cotton  bagrr.ncr  ? 
rhe^nd  between  the  Ohio  and  Kentucky  nvers 
IS  sufficient  to  make  twice  the  quantity  necessary 
for  our  consumption.     We  not  onlv  furnished  the 
planters  m  Louisiana  during  the'late  war  wuh 
cotton   bagging-at  a  very  high   price,  I  admit- 
but  they  could  riot  get  it  Irom  any  other  country. 
'  .,  V  *"'"'*,^*'^  '^*e"»  bagging  to  bale  their  cotton 
-at  New  Orleans—and  we  did  another  thing  :  when 
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It  was  baled,  we  stood  behind  it  and  defended  it- 
I  wish  to  know  from  the  gentleman  from  Louis- 
iana, why  we  are  to  protect  (heir  sugar  by  high 
duties,  and  then  to  go  there  and  protect  them  and 
their  cotton  too. 

Mr.  T.  accounted  for  the  decline  of  the  manu- 
facture of  bagging  in  Kentucky,  caused  by  the 
low  price  of  the  foreign  article,  by  ihecircumsiancc 
that,  during  the  war,  Russia  exjwrted  vast  quan- 
tities of  hemp,  and  England,  with  an  extensive 
navy  then  in  actual  service,  had  use  for  it.  When 
the  peace  came,  a  great  quantity  of  the  article 
remained  on  hand,  and  was  sold  by  the  merchants 
at  a  low  price  to  the  manufacturers,  who  made  it 
up  into  bagging,  &c.,and  furnished  it  much  cheaper 
than  formerly.  But  that  is  now  all  worked  up; 
and  last  year  a  tolerably  high  price  was  given  tor 
bagging. 

So  abundant  was  hemp  in  the  Western  country, 
I  that   if  we  impose  only   such  duty  as  will  give 
I  the  farmer  a  fair  minimum  price,  the  farmers  there 
I  will   keep  down   the  maximum  to  the  minimum 
I  nearly  ;  and  Mr.  T.  pledged  himself  that  the  man- 
I  ufacturers  ot   the  West   would   supply   the  whole 
country  with   bagging  at   not  exceeding  twenty- 
two  and  a  half  cents  per  yard,  if  Congress  would 
grant  them  protection,  and  that  they  would  keep 
I  It  down    to   that  price.     But,  by  laying  a  proper 
I  duty,  the  market  must  first  be  made  steady  in  its 
character,  so  that  the  foreigner  cannot  destroy  the 
I  hemp  grower  and  the  manufacrurer  both,  by  exces- 
I  sive   importations,  Ac.     Bagging  would  be  ."old 
cheaper,  so  soon  as  hemp  was  allowed  the  same 
I  protection  as  was  given  to  the  Southern  cotton, 
Ac,  as  the  prices  ol  coarse  cottons  had  been  low- 
i  ered  since  higher  duties  had  been  laid  on  the  for- 
eign article,  &c. 

Mr.  Cambhele.ng,  of  New  York,  said,  he  had 
not  intended  to  touch  the  details  of  the  bill  ;  not, 
at  least,  until  the  general  question  was  settled,  and 
up<in  that  he  should  offer  his  objections  to  the 
principles  of  the  bill:  the  object  of  which  was 
prohibition.  He,  however,  felt  called  upon  by  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky;  and,  although  not 
inspired,  as  had  been  intimaied,  he  would  answer 
the  argument  of  reciprocal  justice,  which  had 
been  urged,  to  sustain  the  duty  proposed  on  cotton 
bagging. 

We  had  been  told,  that  the  agricultural  interest 
of  the  South  had  been  protected  by  duties,  and 
that  we  must  now  legislate  on  the  basis  of  recip- 
rocity. This  argument,  according  to  the  unhappy 
lashion  of  the  times,  is  designed  to  excite  our  sec- 
tional prejudices  and  jealousies.  Mr.  C.  did  not, 
for  a  moment,  impute  such  a  purpose  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Thimble.)  nor  to 
the  Chairman  oi  the  Committee  on  Manufactures  • 
but  he  leared  it  had  been  used  by  others,  for  such 
an  object.  The  argument  is,  however,  utterly 
destitute  of  foundation  ;  and,  although  its  purpose 
IS  grave  enough  for  reason— its  texture  is  too  [i"\\\. 
lor  any  weapon  but  ridicule.  Where  was  the  m- 
telligence  ot  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Manulactures,  when  he  told  us  that  a  duty  was 
imposed  tor  the  protection  of  the  cotton  of  the 
South  ?     Did  he  not  recollect  that  there  was  not 
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a  pod  of  cotton  in  the  country  at  that  period  ;  and 
that  the  enlightened  Secretary  of  that  day  never 
dreamt  there  would  be  ?     Where  was  his  intel- 


Louisiana  alone.  The  State  of  Louisiana  con- 
sumes nearly  one  million  of  square  yards  annually, 
but  she  received,  during  the  war,  only  about  six 


ligence,  when  he  informed  us  that  the  tobacco  of  hundred  thousand  yards  of  it  from  Kentucky, 
Virginia  had  been  protected?  In  our  simplicity,  He  would  appeal  to  the  candor  of  the  honorable 
we  had  always  supposed  tliat  this  article  was  a  I  gentleman,  to  say,  whether,  on  all  occasions,  when 
staple  of  the  country,  from  the  earlle^t  settlement  1  the  Western  country  was  in  need  of  aid,  Louisiana 
of  the  colonies;  but  we  are  happy  to  see  that  ,  had  ever  been  wanting  in  efforts  to  advance  its 
celebrated  slander  upon  our  great-grandmothers,  i  interests.  On  a  late  occasion,  with  which  gentle- 
blotted  out  from  the  pageof  history ;  we  are  happy  j  men  were  lamiliar,  Louisiana  had  united  in  mea- 
to  find  that  they  were  not  bartered  for  this  vile  sures  which  she  believed  to  be  for  the  interest  of 
weed  ;  we  are  happy  to  hear  from  such  learned  the  Western  States,  although  very  doubtful  whe- 
authority,  from  the  gentleman  who  superintends    ther  her  own  interest  might  not  be  rather  impaired 


our  national  industry,  that  our  tobacco  plant  has 
only  flourished  since  1790,  under  the  salutary  pro- 
tection of  Congress!  But  our  admiration  reaches 
its  altitude,  when  we  come  to  the  duty  on  sugar. 
This  duty  had,  before  1800,  reached  two  and  a 
half  cenu;  it  is  now  but  three.  We  always 
thought  Louisiana  had  belonged  to  Spam — then 
to  France.  It  appears  singular  how  this  duty 
could  have  been  proix)sed  lor  the  protection  of 
French  and  Spanish  planters.  But  what's  this 
difficulty  to  our  modern  logicians  ?  Those  who 
can  traubfer  Htndosian  to  Carolina,  in  1790,  can. 


than  promoted  by  them.  All  I  ask  of  gentlemen, 
said  Mr.  B.,  is,  that  they  will  do  what  is  just,  1 
am  not  opfwsed  to  laying  a  duty  on  this  article  so 
soon  as  Kentucky  will  let  us  see  that  she  can 
make  it  in  quantity  sufficient  for  the  demand  ;  but 
the  nation  is  not  to  be  forced,  blinded,  into  a  mea- 
sure, which  was  calculated  to  amount  to  a  prohi- 
bition of  the  imported  article.  As  to  what  the 
gentlemen  have  said  about  a  protecting  duty  on 
cotton,  they  may  repeal  it  as  soon  as  they  like. 
What !  when  we  grow  more  than  twice  as  much 
cotton  as  is  wanted  for  home  consumption,  and 


with  equal  facility,  give  history  a  retrograde  >  export  it  largely  every  year,  do  gentlemen  talk  to 
movement,  and  tell  us,  what  nobody  will  have 
the  temerity  to  deny,  that  our  ancestors  generally 
laid  this  duly  to  protect  and  encourage  the  plant- 
ers of  Louisiana,  though  then  not  within  the  circle 
of  our  Confederacy 


us  about  a  protecting  duty  on  cotton,  to  be  coun- 
tervailed by  the  proliibition  of  imported  bagging? 
It  shows  the  same  unfairness,  the  same  want  of 
candor,  that  they  have  throughout  exhibited  on 
this  question.     [Mr.  B.  was  called  to  order  by  the 

was 


Such  IS  the  foundation  upon  which  this  argu-  I  Chairman,  for  this  expression.]  It  was  within 
menl  of  reciprocity  rests.  An  argument  addressed  '  the  knowledge  of  gentlemen,  that  this  duty  never 
to  our  local  prejudices.  He  regretted  to  perceive  j  was  intended  for  protcction^it  was  laid  when  no 
that  the  debate,  on  every  item  of  the  bill,  seemed  ■  cotton  was  raised  in  the  United  Slates,  and  it  was 


laid  for  revenue  solely.     The  same  thing  might 
be  said  of  the  duly  on  sugar.     The  cotton  of  Loui- 


10   be  generally  confined   too  much  to  mere  local 
ground.     It  was  natural.it  was  proper,  that  we     ,_ 

should  advocate  the  interest  of  our  State,  and  of  !  siana  is  now  protected  by  a  duty  of  three  cents 
the  particular  district  we  represent ;  but  he  trusted  I  per  pound — two  cents  and  a  half  of  this  was  im- 
the  time  would  come,  when  we  should  bring  into  I  posed  while  Louisiana  was  under  the  French  and 
every  discussion  a  more  national  feeling — when  I  Spanish  Governments;  and  the  paltry  half  cent 
our  national  interests  would  be  consulted.  !  which  has  since  been  ad<led,  was  added,  not  for 

Mr.  Brent  rose  in  reply  to  the  gentlemen  from  I  protection,  but  revenue.     But,  sir,  said  he,  it  is  in 
Kentucky  and   Pennsylvania.     He  certainly  did    vain  to  urge  us  on  such  arguments;  Louisiana  will 
not  suppose  that  any  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  '  not  vote  on  any  arrangement  or  compromise — she 
knowing,  as  he   must  necessarily  do,  that  cotton  \  goes  on  principle;  and  unless  gentlemen  are  de- 
bagging   cannot  be  supplied  from  that  State  to  '  termined  to  outrage  all  justice,  the  amendment 
meet  the  demand  from  Louisiana  and  the  other    ought   to  be  adopted.     The  honorable  Chairman 
cotton-growmg  States,  would  oppose  the  present  \  of  "the  Committee  on  Manufactures,  tells  us,  that 
amendment.      The    honorable    gentleman    from  i  Kentucky  can  supply  the  wliole  demand  for  cotton 
Kentucky,  said  Mr.  B.,  gave  me  a  piece  of  infor-    bagging.     That  may,  in  the  course  of  time,  prove 
mation,  with  which,  he  said,  I  probably  was  al-  '  to  be  true ;  but,  until  they  do  supply  the  demand, 
ready  acquainted — that  Kentucky  had    not  only  j  the  duty  should  not  be  imposed, 
supplied  bagging  lor  the  cotton  of  Louisiana,  but,  i      Mr.  Henry,  of  Kentucky,  rose,  in  reply  to  Mr. 
during  the  late  war,  had  stood  behind  it  to  defend  !  Brent.     He  said  he  had  not  intended  to  take  a 
LouiMana   from   invasion.     I   acknowledge,  said    part  in  this  discussion  ;  but  he  felt  himself  called 
Mr.  B.,  the  truth  of  what  the  gentleman  has  stated,  i  upon  to  step  forward,  by  the  frequent  repetition  of 


I  trust  I  feel,  with  the  people  whom  I  represent,  a 
due  sense  of  gratitude,  for  the  services  rendered 
on  that  occasion  ;  and,  if  the  honorable  gentleman 
intended  to  claim  a  pecuniary  compensation  for 
them,  on  behalf  of  the  citizens  of  Kentucky,  and 
will  make  out  a  statement  of  the  account,  Louisi- 
ana stands  ready  promptly  to  pay  it.  But  it  was 
not  true  that  Kentucky  did  furnish,  during  the  war 
an    adequate  supply  of  cotton  bagging  even  for 


a  name  which  must  always  be  dear  to  his  heart. 
The  State  of  Kentucky,  as'ihe  land  of  his  nativity, 
had  the  strongest  claim  upon  his  affection.  How- 
ever disparagingly  she  might  be  estimated  by  others, 
'-'  he  knew  that  he  loved  her,  whatever  she  was." 
He  must  be  permitted  to  say,  that  the  gentleman 
from  Louisiana  had  indulged  himself  in  a  course  of 
remarks  which  seemed  to  be  characterized  by  an  in- 
vidious spirit — an  improper  imputation  on  motives. 
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[Here  Mr.  Brent  rose  to  explain.  The  gentle- 
man was  mistaken,  if  he  understood  him  as  im- 
puting impure  or  improper  motives  to  the  advo- 
cates ot  the  bill.  He  had  no  such  intention.  He 
meant  no  personal  reflection  on  any  gentleman  on 
this  floor,  and  he  wished  to  be  so  understood.] 

Mr.  He.nry  resumed.     He  believed  the  gentle- 
man, from  his  soul.     His  zeal  for  what  he  sup- 
poses to  be  the  interest  of  his  constituents,  as  pro- 
posed to  be  affected,  as  he  conceives,  by  the  bill, 
had  prol>ably  hurried  him  into  expressions  of  an 
unguarded  kind,  susceptible  of  a  construction  he 
did  not  wish  them  to  bear.     I,  on  the  other  hand, 
said  Mr.  H.,  am  free  to  confess,  that  I  am  in  favor 
of  this  provision  of  the  bill,  because  I  believe  its 
operation  will  be  highly  beneficial  to  that  section 
of  the  country  which  1  have  the  honor  to  repre- 
sent.    I  am  not  ashamed  to  acknowledge,  that 
this   consideration    exerts   a    powerful   effect   on 
me.     Might  I  not  impute  to  the  gentleman  a  mo- 
tive equally  selfish,  as  the  ground  of  his  opposition? 
And  if  I  did,  and  should  substantiate  the  charge, 
what   would    I   gain  ?     Nothing.     The    motives 
which  actuate  gentlemen  are  perfectly  immaterial 
to  the  question  ;  each  member  must  stand  or  fall  by 
the  discbarge  of  his  duty  ;  to  his  own  conscience, 
and  to  his  constituents.  The  foundation  of  all  social 
love,  is  self  love.     Why  does  a  man  love  his  coun- 
try ?    Because  it  is  his  own  country.     The  attach- 
ment is  selfish  in  its  origin,  but  it  becomes  elevated 
and   refined   as   it   extends.     This  much  abused 
principle  of  human  action  has  been  finely  por- 
trayed by  a  poet  and  philosopher  of  the  last  cen- 
tury : 

"  Self-love  just  serves  the  virtuous  mind  to  shake, 

As  the  small  pebble  stirs  the  peaceful  lake  ; 

The  centre  mov'd,  a  circle  straight  surxrecds, 

Another  still,  and  still  another  spreads  ; 

Wide,  and  more  wide,  th'  o'erfluwjng  of  the  mind, 

Takes  ev'ry  creature  in,  of  every  kind. 

Friend,  parent,  neighbor,  Jirst  it  will  embrace; 

Our  country  next,  and  last,  all  human  race." 

It  is  so  with  all  the  attachments  of  life.     When 

we  come  to  analyze  and  trace  them,  we  find  their 

ultimate  source  to  be  self  love. 

Theargument  of  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana, 
Mr.  H.  said,  so  far  from  convincing  him  that  the 
duty  ought  to  be  stricken  out,  had  much  strength- 
ened his  conviction  that  it  ought  to  remain  in  the 
bill.     What  are  the  positions  which  he  takes? 
He  says  that  Kentucky,  Ohio,  and  Tennessee,  are, 
together,  insufficient  to  supply  the  demand  for  cot- 
ton bagging  which  exists  in  Louisiana,  Georgia, 
and  the  other  cotton-growing  States.     But  why, 
sir?    Have   we  not  the   soil,  the   industry,  the 
economy,  or  the  foresight  of  our  interest,  which 
would  fit  us  to  produce  the  article  ?    Yes,sii.    Our 
soil    IS  as  fertile  as  any  under  Heaven!     Forty 
years  perpetual  use  has  not,  in  the  least,  exhausted 
Its  lertility.     And  as  to  industry,  I  may  with  truth 
say,  for  the  people  of  that  region,  that  there  are 
none  more  willing  to  earn   their   bread,  as  under 
the  common  curse  of  our  race  they  mu^t  earn  it 
by  the  sweat  of  their  brow,  than  the  farmers  of' 
the  VVest...^or  are  they  remarkable  for  any  want 
ut  calculation,  or  of  quickness  of  perception,  to 
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discover  what  will  advance  their  interest.  What 
then,  is  wanting,  sir?  Precisely  what  the  bill 
proposes  to  give  us— protection,  encouragement. 
Again,  the  gentleman  has  staled  that  our  facto- 
ries are  languishing.  Admit  the  fact,  sir,  and 
again  I  ask  why  ?  The  same  answer  must  be 
given :  for  want  of  protection— for  want  of  en- 
couragement. 

The  gentleman  tells  you   that  the  article  we 
have  hitherto  made  has  been  inferior  in  quality. 
Still,  I  ask  him  why,  and   still   the  same  answer 
recurs — for  wart  of  protection,  for  want  of  en- 
couragement.    Give   us   protection,   sir,    and   at 
once  you  give   us  encouragement.     As  soon  as 
encouragement  is  secured  to  us,  an  instantaneous 
investment  of  capital  will  follow;  as  soon  as  cap- 
ital IS  invested,  compeiiiion  will  take  place;  and 
competition  will  produce  an  immediate  improve- 
ment of  the  fabric,  &c.     By  way  of  proving  that 
all  Ohio,  and   Kentucky,  and   Tennessee  cannot 
produce  enough  cotton  bagging  for  the  use  of  the 
South,  the  honorable  gentleman  informed  us  that 
the  State  of  Louisiana  used  nearly  one  million  of 
yards  of  the  article.     I  can,  in  return,  inform  that 
honorable  gentleman  (and  I  say  it  from   the  per- 
sonal knowledge  of  a  distinguished  member  of  this 
House)  that,  in  the  town  of  Lexington  alone,  more 
than  one  million  of  yards  of  cloth   are  made  in 
only  ten  factories— the  raw  material  of  the  whole 
of  which  is  drawn  from  a  single  county.     Sir,  I 
will  venture  to  pledge  myself,  and  to  predict,  that, 
under  adequate  encouragement,  the  Slate  of  Ken- 
tucky alone  will  be  perfectly  competent  to  supply 
the  whole  Southern  market  with  this  article.   Sir, 
take  away  this  duty,  and  what  equivalent  is  left 
to  the  West,  for  all  the  burdens  which  are  to  be 
imposed  on  her   by  the  other   provisions  of  this 
bill?     While  all  other  parts  of  the   Union   are 
looked  to  and  cared  for,  shall  we  alone  stand  with- 
out a  shelter?     Must  we  be  sunk  lower,  and  still 
lower,  in^  the  scale  of  this  nation  ?    Impoverished, 
as  the  West  has  been,  bv  a   pernicious  system  of 
policy,  must  she  suffer  siill  more  ?    What,  sir,  has 
sne  done  to  forfeit  your  protection  ?    Has  she  been 
wanting  in   loyalty  i     Has  she   been  wantin'^  in 
zeal  lor  your  cause  i    Has  she  failed  you   in^the 
hour  of  danger?    No,  sir;  she  is  linked  to  this 
Government  by  ties  of  the  strongest  attachment; 
in  this  feeling  we  shall   live,  m   this  feeling  we 
shall  die;  but  I  trust  in  God  that  we  shall  not,  on 
this  account,  be  denied  our  share  of  the  national 
protection. 

The  honorable  member  from  Louisiana  has  al- 
luded, in  his  remarks,  more  particularly  to  the 
factories  of  Kentucky.  Sir,  Louisiana  and  Ken- 
tucky are  bound  to  each  other  by  ties  as  strong  as 
those  which  hold  in  connexion  the  sun  and  the 
earth^they  are  naturally  inseparable.  The  citi- 
zens of  Louisiana  are  planters;  we  are  farmers 
and  graziers.  They  give  their  whole  time  and 
attention  to  the  raising  of  cotton;  we  are  pre- 
cluded from  doing  this;  we  have  neither  the  soil 
nor  the  climate  adapted  to  the  production  of  that 
valuable  plant;  we  raise  their  pork,  beef,  aid 
flour ;  and  nothing  can  affect  the  plenty  or  scarcity 
of  these  articles  in  Kentucky,  that  dots  not  allect 
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Louisiana  in  almost  the  same  degree.     No  sooner 
are  our  crops  injured,  than  the  planters  of  Louisi- 
ana feel  it.     Who  raises  their  bogs,  their  horses?  | 
The  people  of  the  West.     On  the  other  hand,  we  I 
go  to  them  for  all  our  market — and  such  is  the 
competition,  from  the  extended  region  in  which  i 
our  products  are  raised,  that  the  price  of  our  com-  , 
modities  sinks  in  that  market  till  our  shipping  , 
merchants  are  almost  all  ruined,  and  even  the  j 
farmers  themselves  obtain  barely  the  amount  of 
their  actual  expenses.     This  trade,  sir,  is  highly 
beneficial  to  Louisiana,  but  it  is  a  losing  trade  to 
Kentucky  and   the  West.     Sir,  we  are  fast  be- 
coming,  we   have  already   become,  tributary   to 
Louisiana.     We  are  hewers  of  wood  and  drawers 
of  water  for   the  wealthy  planters  of  the  South. 
Sir,  we  do  not  complain  oi  this.    We  cannot  help 
it.    It  is  the  inevitable  course  of  things.    But  will 
they  refuse  us,  in  turn,  some  small  enuivalent  ? 
While  they  are  amas^in2  fortunes,  will   they  not 
allow  some  small  field  for  our  infant  manufac- 
tures?    Sir,  even  the  slave,  himself,  who  toils 
without   hope  and  without  remuneration,  must 
have  some  little  encouragement  to  alleviate  his 
bondage.     The  market  is  all  against  us;  we  toil 
and  reap  no  reward,  and  unless  some  alteration 
takes  place  we  cannot  toil  much  longer.     I  trust, 
sir,  our  high-minded  friends  in  the  South  will  not 
feel  disjwsed  to  deny  us  the  avails  of  such  a  duty 
as  that  now  proposed. 

There  is  one  other  consideration  on  which  I 
would  touch,  but  with  the  greatest  delicacy.  It 
is  the  policy  of  the  bill.  What  is  the  end  pro- 
posed by  the  whole  measure  ?  To  protect  the  in- 
dustry of  American  citizens.  The  foundation  of 
the  policy  is  a  determination  no  longer  to  feed  the 
workmen  of  other  countries,  but  to  employ  our 
own  people.  Sir,  the  true  wealth  of  any  country 
is  the  profits  of  its  labor.  Even  the  capital  em- 
ployed in  commerce  does  not  so  truly  and  perma- 
nently enrich  the  country  as  the  capital  employed 
in  agriculture.  He  who  feeds  two  men  and  two 
women,  where  before  but  one  man  and  one  woman 
could  be  fed,  deserves  well  of  his  country.  Pur- 
sue, then,  a  policy  which  will  feed  your  people — 
which  will  strengthen  your  mass  of  population. 
They  will  repay  you  with  support  and  attachment. 
They  will  shed  their  blood  in  your  defence. 

Strike  out  the  duty,  and  who  will  be  benefited  ? 
The  Autocrat  of  Russia.  He  is  the  greatest  hemp 
grower.  Does  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana  wish 
to  feed  the  Russian  boors,  rather  than  the  hemp 
growers  of  the  American  soil  ?  And,  if  he  does, 
IS  it  sound  policy  ?  Ought  we,  instead  of  increas- 
ing our  own  strength  and  resources,  to  strengthen 
an  arm  already  too  strong  ?  Why  should  we  suf- 
fer a  foreign  Power  to  draw  from  us  that  wealth 
which  may  hereafter  be  turned  into  bayonets  and 
aimed  at  tne  vitals  of  our  country  ?  Uo  gentle- 
men wish  to  see  a  Russian  fleet  hovering  on  our 
coast  ?  and  will  they  drain  our  own  country  to 
help  to  build  it  ?  The  people  of  the  West,  of  all 
others,  have  the  least  reason  to  dread  the  approach 
of  an  enemy.  The  war  must  rage  on  our  seaboard, 
before  it  can  reach  them.  But  what  has  been 
their  conduct  ?     Did  they  wait  at  home  till  the 


foe  reached  the  Kentucky  line?  Did  they  say, 
let  the  enemy  come  here,  and  we  will  resist  him  ? 
No,  sir.  They  left  their  homes  and  their  boun- 
dary lines  behind  them ;  they  went  forth  to  meet 
the  foe.  They  will  do  it  again  ;  but  they  do  not 
seek  to  invite  his  approach  by  prostrating  our 
domestic  strength,  and  giving  our  resources  to 
strangers. 

Mr.  Tod  said,  that  he  was  sorry  to  find  that  the 
debate  threatened  to  become  serious  from  the  time 
it  was  likely  to  occupy.  He  certainly  should  not 
increase  the  evil.  He  rose  merely  to  assure  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Cambreleng,) 
that,  in  one  pointof  his  argument,  he  had  entirely 
succeeded  with  him,  and  that  was,  in  proving  that 
our  grandmothers  had  not  grown  up  in  a  tobacco 
yard.  In  another  point,  he  could  not  say  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  had  been  quite  so  fortunate — he 
meant,  in  proving  that  Alexander  Hamilton  was 
no  statesman,  because  he  could  not  tell  us,  thirty 
years  ago,  how  much  cotton  would  be  raised  in 
the  United  States  in  1823.  Sir,  I  never  thought 
that  Alexander  Hamilton  was  a  conjuror ;  but,  to 
argue  from  this,  that  he  was  no  statesman,  is  not, 
to  me,  very  conclusive.  The  gentleman  had  not 
succeeded  near  so  well  in  this  point,  Mr.  T.  said, 
as  he  did  about  our  grandmothers.  There  was 
another  point.  The  gentleman  had  said  that  the 
duty  on  cotton  was  laid  for  revenue,  and  it  was 
laid  in  1789;  but,  he  could  inform  the  gentleman 
that  when  the  duty  on  cotton  was  raised  to  three 
cents  per  pound,  it  was  done  on  the  representation 
that  cotton  was  expected  to  be  raised  here,  and  it 
had  reference  to  that  expectation.  As  to  the  duty 
on  sugar,  if  the  Committee  were  not  already  com- 
petent to  see  that  the  three  cents  a  pound  duty  on 
sugar  was  a  clear  bounty  upon  the  culture  of  that 
article  nothing  that  hecould  say  would  make  them 
see  it. 

Mr.  Owen,  of  Alabama,  said,  that  when  this 
bill  was  introduced  into  the  House  by  the  honor- 
able Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Manufac- 
tures, he  had  hoped  to  see  it  discussed  on  general 
grounds,  without  a  reference  to  the  local  interest 
of  each  particular  State.  But,  instead  of  this,  he 
was  sorry  to  perceive  that  every  member  who 
entered  into  the  discussion,  referred  to  its  opera- 
tion on  his  own  individual  district  alone.  State 
was  set  in  opposition  to  State.  Kentucky  and 
Louisiana  were  arrayed  against  each  other,  and  it 
was  maintained  that  Louisiana,  by  consenting  to 
the  duty  on  bagging,  was  to  repay  Kentucky  for 
her  defence  during  the  war.  If  this  doctrine 
should  prevail,  other  parts  of  the  country  would 
be  aflected  by  the  duty,  which  had  had  no  share 
in  the  service.  He  represented  a  small  district 
of  the  cotton-growing  country,  and  that  district 
would  have  to  help  Louisiana  in  paying  her  trib- 
ute to  Kentucky.  He  would  ask  whether  Geor- 
gia, too,  and  South  Carolina,  and  the  whole  cot- 
ton country  of  the  Union,  were  to  be  called  on  to 
aid  in  repaying  Kentucky?  And  how  was  this 
repayment  to  be  made?  By  eucouraging  manu- 
facturing establishments  which  are  now  in  exist- 
ence and  operation  ?  Not  at  all.  Gentlemen 
from  the  West  say,  pay  us  in  advance,  and  then 
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we  will  furnish  you  the  article.  They  do  not  say 
that  they  have  it  now.  But  the  duty  is  at  once 
to  be  laid— then  time  must  elap)se  before  their  lac- 
tones go  into  operation  ;  and  after  all,  it  is  a  mere 
experiment.  But,  we  are  told,  some  interests  must 
be  sacrificed,  and  that  there  is  a  great  and  pre- 
dominating interest,  which  must  and  will  prevail, 
and  the  rest  must  be  more  or  less  sacrificed  to  aid 
it.  But,  sir,  is  such  the  situation  of  the  people  of 
these  United  Slates?  Must  we  sacrifice  the  in- 
terests of  one  State,  in  order  to  aid  another?  I 
believe  not — I  trust  not. 

But,  as  I  am  opposed  to  the  whole  bill,  I  shall 
not  detain  the  Committee  by  going  into  an  argu- 
ment on  its  details.  I  grant,  indeed,  sir,  that  it  is 
a  sound  principle  of  Republican  government,  that 
the  majority  shall  prevail,  but  is  it  good  policy, 
when  the  minority  is  large  and  respectable,  to  re- 
fuse to  listen  to  their  objections  ?  Will  you  force 
on  them  that  which  the  majority  says  is  for  their 
benefit,  but  Which  they  themselves  say  is  to  their 
injury  ?  He  was  confident  that,  if  the  votes  of  all 
who  are  interested  m  the  tax  now  proposed  could 
be  individually  taken,  a  large  majority  would  be 
found  to  be  opposed  to  the  measure. 

Mr.  Marvin,  of  New  York,  then  rose  and  said 
that,  if  there  was  a  single  feature  in  the  whole 
bill  which  ought  to  be  retained,  he  thought  it  was 
this.     If  there  was  any  article  which  the  United 
States  can  raise  in  abundance,  it  is  hemp;  if  there 
was  any  article  which  we  can   manufacture,  it 
was  cotton  bagging.     It  is  said  that  the  etfect  of 
the  duty  will  he,  to  raise  the  price  of  the  articles. 
Such  might  be  the  effect;  but  if  it  were,  it  would 
be  only  temporary.     It  is  stated,  said  Mr.  M.,  that 
the  manufactures' are  languishing;  but  this  is  not 
because  they  could   not,  in  a    settled  course  of 
business,  afford  to  make  the  article  as  cheap  as  it 
comes  from  Europe,   but  because  the  market  is 
precarious,  and  they  are  liable  to  be  overwhelmed 
with  temporary  importations.     But,  granting  that, 
for  some  lime,  the  price  will  be  a  little  higher,  are 
we  called  upon  to  make  no  sacrifices  to  support 
our  own  manufactures?     We  do  not,  however, 
ask  this.     We  do  not  call  on  the  South  to  make 
any  sacrifice  whatever.     Grant,  for  the  sake  of 
argument,  that  the  State  of  South  Carolina  alone 
pays  for  the  article  of  bagging  §60,000  a  year. 
Who  pays  this?    The  consumer  pays  it.    Though 
that  one  State  pays  it  in  the  first  instance,  it  is  paid 
back  again  by  all  other  States,  in  the  various  pro- 
portions in  which  they  are  consumers  of  cotton. 
The  honorable  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  I 
Manufactures   has   shown  that   one-third  of  all  i 
the  cotton  raised  in  the  United   States,  is  con-  j 
sumed  within  the   United   States.     But  where?! 
Certainly  not  in  the  cotton-growing  States.    Then 
it  must  be  by  the  other  States,  and,  as  far  as  they 
are  consumers,  they  pay  the  duty. 

Sir,  what  is  that  we  propose?     To  make  this 
country    independent    of    foreign    manufactures.  ! 
For  this  end,  we  ask   it  for  a   season  to   pay  a  , 
higher  price  tor  a  particular  article,  until  that  ar- 
tide  obtains  a  certain  and  a  settled  market;  and 
we  ask  this  higher  price  to  be  paid,  not  by  one  \ 
particular  district,  but  by  the  whole  country  which 
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consumes  the  article.  Sir,  the  bagging  follows 
the  cotton,  go  where  it  will,  and  is  paid  for  with 
it.  I  do  not  forget  that  two-thirds  of  what  is 
raised  goes  abroad  ;  but  surely  the  country  cannot 
greatly  suffer  by  the  consumption  of  this  portion 
of  its  manufactures  abroad.  All  we  ask  i.«  to 
guard,  for  a  time,  the  mfant  manufacture  against 
such  fluctuations  in  the  market  as  will  destroy  it 
and  then  you  will  get  the  article  cheaper  than 
ever.  Was  it  not  so  with  coarse  cottons?  But 
if  not,  we  are  prepared,  I  hope,  one  and  all,  from 
the  East  to  the  West,  in  the  North  and  in  the 
South,  to  submit  to  the  increase  of  price,  so  far  as 
we  are  the  consumers. 

A  motion  was  now  made  that  the  Committee 
rise,  which  was  carried— yeas  100,  nays  %. 

So  the  Committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and 
had  leave  to  sit  again. 


Monday,  February  16. 

Mr.  Livingston  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
aliens  residing  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  praying 
that  the  laws  upon  the  subject  of  naturalization 
may  be  amended,  to  the  end  that  greater  facilities 
may  be  afforded  to  foreigners  intending  to  become 
citizens  of  the  United  Slates  ;  which  petition  was 
referred  to  a  select  committee,  and  Mr.  Living- 
ston, Mr.  Morgan,  Mr.  Bartlett,  Mr.  Dwight, 
Mr.  GiRLEY,  Mr.  Uurfee,  and  Mr.  Bheck,  were 
appointed  the  said  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Livingston,  the  Committee 
of  Claims  were  instructed  to  inquire  and  report 
whether  any,  and  what  sum,  is  due  from  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  Marigny  Dauterive,  of  the  city  of 
New  Orleans,  for  supplies  furnished  to  the  Army 
of  the  United  Slates,  and  for  the  services  of  his 
negro. 

Mr.  ToMLiNsoN  laid  the  following  resolution 
on  the  table,  for  consideration  to-morrow : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Stites 
be  rrqurfited  to  inform  tbid  Houie  wbrtber  any  mea- 
sures have  been  taken  to  carry  into  effect  the  re^lu- 
tion  of  Congress,  passed  June  17th,  1777,  direrliog  a 
monument  to  be  erected  to  the  memory  of  David 
Wooster,  a  Brigadier  General  in  the  Army  of  the 
United  States,  who  fell  in  *'  defending  the  liberties  of 
America  and  bravely  repelling  an  inroad  of  the  Brit- 
ish forces  to  Danbury.in  Connecticut ;"  and  whether 
the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars,  appropriated  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  that  resolution  into  execution,  has 
ever  been  paid  to  "  the  Excculire  power  of  the  Stale 
of  Connecticut." 

Mr.  Storrs  laid  the  following  resolution  on 
the  table  for  consideration  lo-morrow  : 

Re$olved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Department  of 
the  Treasury  be  directed  to  transmit  to  this  House  the 
statemenls  of  the  affairs  of  the  Bank  of  ihe   United 
Slates,  on  the  30th  day  of  December  of  the  vears  1822 
and  1823.  ' 

Mr.  Wright  laid  the  following  resolution  on 
the  table  for  consideration  to-morrow  : 

liesolted.  That  the  President  of  the  United  Slates 
be  requested  to  inform  this  House,  (if  such  informa- 
tion may  be  given  without  injury  to  the  pubhc,)  whe- 
ther the  title  q{  the  U'Diled   Brethren  for  propagating 
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the  Gospel  among  the  Heathen,  to  certain  sections  of 
land  in  Ohio,  authorized  to  be  purchased  by  the  act 
making  further  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Gov- 
ernment for  the  year  1823,  and  for  other  purposes, 
passed  the  3d  March,  1823,  has  been  purchased  for  the 
United  States  ;  and  if  so,  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this 
House,  a  copy  of  the  contract  of  purchase,  and  of 
such  other  papers  in  his  possession,  (proper  to  bo 
communicated,)  relating  to  the  survey  and  disposition 
of  said  lands. 

Mr.  Whittlesey  laid  the  following  resolution 
on  the  table  for  consideration  to-morrow  : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  present  to  this  House  a  statement  of 
the  amount  of  money  expended  in  conformity  with  the 
provisions  of  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  gradual 
increase  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,"  approved  I 
the  29th  of  April,  1816,  and  of  the  act  to  amend  said 
act,  approved  the  3d  of  March,  1821  :  also,  the  num- 
ber of  vessels  built  or  now  on  the  stocks,  with  their 
rale!«,  the  value  of  the  timber  purchased,  or  for  which 
contracts  have  been  made,  and  whether  sufficient 
timber  has  been  purchased  or  contracted  to  build  the 
vessels  contemplated  by  the  provisions  of  said  act. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Livingston,  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  rendering  the  designation  of 
jurors  to  serve  in  the  courts  of  the  United  Slates, 
in  each  Slate,  conformable  at  all  times  to  the 
mode  of  designating  jurors  which  may  be  adopted 
in  the  Slate  courts  of  such  State. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hemphill,  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  were  directed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  allowing  the  benefit  of  drawback 
on  all  goods,  ware.**,  and  merchandise,  imported 
into  either  of  the  ports  of  New  York,  Philadelphia, 
or  Baltimore,  and  transported  from  any  one  of 
the  said  ports  to  either  of  the  others,  partly  by  land 
conveyance  and  partly  by  water,  in  the  like  man- 
ner as  if  the  same  were  transported  coastwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Houston,  the  Committee  of 
Claims  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  allowing  Dempsy  Powell  pay  for  two 
guns,  impressed  during  the  late  war  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  amending  the  act  of  Congress,  enti- 
tled "An  act  further  to  establish  the  compensa- 
tion of  officers  of  the  customs,  and  to  alter  cer- 
tain collection  districts,  and  for  other  purposes, 
so  far  as  the  same  relates  to  the  compensation  of 
the  collectors  of  the  several  districts  on  the  north- 
ern frontier  of  the  United  States. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  Walter  S.  Chandler  and  Samuel 
Ward;"  iu  which  bill  they  ask  the  concurrence  of 
this  House. 

The  said  bill  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Pensions  and  Revolutionary 
Claims. 

CLAIM  OF  BEAUMARCHAI8. 

Mr.  Tucker,  of  Virginia,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  made  a  detailed 
report  upon  the  claim  of  the  heirs  and  representa- 


tives of  the  late  Caron  de  Beaumarchais,  of 
France ;  which  report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table.     The  report  is  as  follows  : 

The  claim  of  Mr.  Beaumarchais'  representatalives 
against  this  Government  is  the  only  unsettled  item  of 
a  large  account  for  military  supplies  furnished  by  him 
to  this  country  during  the  first  years  of  the  war  of 
Independence.  It  amounts  to  one  million  of  livres, 
exclusive  of  interest,  and  arises  from  a  charge  made 
by  the  accounting  officers  of  ihe  Treasury,  against 
Mr.  Beaumarchais,  of  that  sum,  received  by  him  from 
the  French  Government,  on  the  10th  of  June,  1776, 
for  the  use  of  the  United  Sutes,  but  for  which  the 
claimants,  not  denying  that  he  so  received  it,anBist 
that  he  has  already  accounted  to  his  own  Govern- 
ment, to  whom  alone  be  was  accountable.  Against 
this  charge,  which  they  allege  to  be  equally  unwar- 
ranted by  the  justice  of  the  case  and  the  established 
rules  of  evidence,  they  have  been  seeking  relief  from 
Congress,  from  the  year  1805,  (when  the  final  settle- 
ment took  place,)  to  the  present  day. 

In  the  absence  of  more  positive  and  satisfactory 
evidence  on  the  matter  in  controversy,  it  has  been 
found  necessary,  by  all  those  who  have  successively 
investigated  the  subject,  to  refer  to  numerous  official 
letters  and  documents,  many  of  which  huve  little  di- 
rect bearing  on  the  question,  but,  taken  in  connexion 
with  others,  shed  some  light  on  a  subject  that  is  how- 
ever yet  involved  in  obscurity,  and  will,  probably,  ever 
so  remain. 

A  brief  abstract  of  the  history  and  progress  of  this 
claim,  as  furnished  by  these  documents,  annexed  to 
this  report  in  the  order  of  their  dates,  may  conduce  to 
a  better  understanding  of  the  subject,  and  show  the 
grounds  and  principles  on  which  the  committee  has 
come  to  its  conclusion,. 

Early  in  the  year  1776,  Mr.  Beaumarchais  called  on 
Mr.  Arthur  Lee,  then  a  secret  agent  of  the  United 
States  in  London,  and  requested  him  to  communicate 
to  Congress  that  the  Court  of  France  was  disposed  to 
assist  the  Americans,  with  money  and  arms,  to  the 
amount  of  200.000  louis  d'or,  which  should  be  sent 
through  any  of  the  islands  in  the  West  Indies  that 
should  be  agreed  upon.  At  the  next  interview,  he 
reqnested  that  a  small  quantity  of  tobacco,  or  other 
commodity,  should  be  remitted,  to  give  the  intended 
aid  the  air  of  a  mercantile  transaction.  Cape  Fran- 
cois was  settled  between  them  as  the  channel  of  con- 
veyance, and  it  was  agreed  that  Mr.  Beaumarchais 
should  carry  on  his  correspondence  with  American 
agents,  under  the  fictitious  signature  of  Roderique 
Hortales  &  Co. 

Soon  after  this,  Mr.  Silas  Deane  arrived  in  Paris,  as  a 
Commissioner  from  the  secret  committee  of  Congress, 
for  the  purchase  of  clothing  and  military  stores,  and 
in  July,  1776,  he  and  Mr.  Beaumarchais,  under  the 
name  of  Hortales'  dc  Co.,  arranged  the  terms  under 
which  the  supplies  were  to  be  furnished.  Mr.  Beau- 
marchais, it  may  be  observed,  was  not  a  merchant, 
but,  being  distinguished  for  his  wit  and  literary 
talents,  was  in  great  favor  at  the  Court  of  Louis  XVI. 
In  the  latter  end  of  1776,  Mr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Deane, 
and  Mr.  Arihur  Lee,  were  appointed  joint  Commis- 
sioners from  the  United  States  to  the  Court  of  France, 
and  in  the  course  of  this  and  the  following  year  eight 
cargoes  were  shipped  by  Mr.  Beaumarchais  to  the 
United  States,  either  directly  or  through  the  West 
Indies,  which,  exclusive  of  freight,  insurance,  and 
other  charges,  amounted  to  upwards  of  three  millions 
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of  livres.  During  the  same  and  the  three  following 
years  remittances  were  n\ade  to  Mr.  Beaumarchais,  in 
tobacco  and  other  bonae  productions,  but  to  a  small 
amount  in  proportion  to  the  value  of  his  supplies. 

In  1777  two  millions,  in  four  instalmenU)  of  half  a 
niillioa  each,  were  advanced  by  the  Royal  Treasury, 
on  the  receipt  of  the  American  Commissioners,  to  Mr. 
Grand,  their  banker  in  Paris  ;  and  in  Juno  of  the  same 
year  a  million  was  received,  in  the  same  luode,  of  the 
Farmers  General. 

During  this  time  there  seemed  to  have  been  some 
uncertaintjT  about  the  character  of  these  supplies,  on 
the  part  of  the  American  Comiiissioners,  who  sup- 
posed them  partly  furnished  by  the  King  of  France, 
either  as  a  loan  or  gratuity,  and  partly  by  Mr.  Beau- 
marchais. 

This  opinion,  which  originated  in  the  first  commu- 
nication to  Mr.  Lee  fr^m  Mr.  Beaumarchais,  was 
strengthened  by  the  repeated  assurances  made  to  them 
by  the  French  Minister  that  no  return  was  eipected 
for  these  supplies,  and  because  most  of  the  military 
stores  were  taken  from  the  King's  arsenals.  Not  were 
the  remittances  which  were  claimed  by  Mr.  Beaumar- 
chais, and  occasionally  mnde,  at  all  inconsistent  with 
the  supposition  ;  as  it  had  been  part  of  the  original 
plan  to  give  the  assistance  afforded  by  France  to  the 
United  States  the  character  of  a  commercial  transac- 
tion, for  the  purpose  of  concealing  it  from  the  British 
Government.  On  this  subject  there  was  an  evident 
diversity  of  opinion  among  the  Commissioners. 

Mr.  Lee  always  teemed  to  think  that  the  supplies 
were  furnished  by  the  Court  of  France.  Mr.  Dcane 
considered  that  they  were  furnished  by  Mr.  Beaumar- 
chais, on  his  own  account.  And,  in  February,  177S, 
Dr.  Franklin  and  Mr.  Lee,  in  a  letter  to  the  secret 
committee  of  Congress,  recommend  Congress  to  leave 
Mr.  Beaumarchais'  demand  to  be  settled  by  them  in 
Paris,  as  there  was  in  it  a  "  mixture  of  public  and 
private  concern,"  which  Congress  could  not  so  well 
develope. 

In  September,  1778,  the  American  Commissioners, 
Dr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Adams,  wrote  to  the 
French  Minister,  Count  De  Vergennes,  to  ask  his  ad- 
vice relative  to  ratifying  a  contract  with  Hortales  & 
Co.  for  further  supplies,  and  to  make  inquiry  of  him 
concerning  the  supplies  already  furnished.  They  say, 
that  both  they  and  the  people  of  America,  have  gen- 
erally understood  they  were  under  obligations  to  His 
Majesty  for  the  greater  part  of  the  supplies,  and  that 
Ihey  cannot  "  discover  that  any  written  contract  was 
ever  made  between  Congress,  or  any  agent  of  theirs, 
and  the  house  of  Rodcrique  Hortales  <5c  Co.,  nor  do 
they  know  of  any  living  witness,  or  any  other  evi- 
dence, whose  testimony  can  ascertain  as  to  who  the 
persons  are  who  constitute  the  houae  of  Roderique 
Hortales  &.  Co.,  or  what  were  the  terms  upon  which 
the  merchandise  and  munitions  of  war  were  supplied, 
neither  aa  U  the  price,  nor  the  time  or  conditions  of 
payment."  They  profess  their  readiness  to  settle  the 
account*,  and  their  willingness  to  discharge  the  obli- 
gation, as  soon  as  Providence  shall  put  it  in  their 
power. 

To  thi*:  letter,  Monsieur  De  Vergennes  replied,  that 
the  King  had  furnished  nothing  ;  that  he  simply  per- 
mitted Mr.  Baaumarchais  to  provide  himself  from  the 
Royal  Arsenals,  on  conduion  of  bis  replacing  the  ar- 
ticles, and  that  ho  would  interpose  to  prevent  the 
United  Slates  from  being  pressed  for  reimbursement 
of  the  articlea  of  a  military  nature. 


From  this  time,  Mr.  Beaumarchais  was  recognised 
as  the  creditor  of  the  United  States  for  the  whole 
amount  of  these  supplies,  and  payments  were  made 
to  him,  partly  in  tobacco,  but  principally  in  bills  of 
exchange,  drawn  in  his  favor  on  our  Minister  in 
France,  which,  including  the  remittances  previously 
made  him,  amounted  in  all,  to  upwards  of  three  and 
a  half  millions  of  Itvres. 

In  April,  1781,  Mr.  Beaumarchais  had  a  general 
settlement  of  his  accounu  with  Mr.  Silas  Deane,  in 
Paris;  but  this  settlement  not  being  ratified  by  Con- 
gress, and  Mr.  Deane's  authority  to  make  it  being  de- 
nied, Mr.  Barclay,  who  wax  sent  to  France  as  Consul 
General,  was  inverted  with  power  to  settle  the  ac- 
counts of  Mr.  Beaumarchais.  He,  for  sorue  time,  re- 
fused to  make  a  new  settlement,  insisting  on  the  one 
previously  made  with  Mr.  Deane,  but  he  finally  con- 
sented, and  one  was  made  in  1785,  subject,  however, 
as  it  appears,  to  the  ratification  of  Congress. 

The  length  of  time  required  to  examine  the  numer- 
ous details  of  Mr.  Beaumarchais'  accounts,  and  the 
difficulty  of  agreeing  on  various  charges  for  commis- 
sion, freight,  and  insurance,  concerning  which,  there 
was  neither  a  previous  contract  nor  an  unvarying 
standard,  may  fairly  account  for  the  delays  experi- 
enced by  Mr.  Beaumarchais,  in  the  final  adjustment 
of  his  accounts,  both  by  Congress  and  its  agents,  till 
1787,  when,  by  the  development  of  a  new  fact,  a  diffi- 
culty occurred  which  has  outlived  every  other,  and 
which  has  laid  the  foundation  of  the  present  claim. 

In  February,  1783,  Dr.  Franklin  entered  into  a 
contract  or  treaty  with  the  Count  De  Vergennes,  re- 
lative to  the  loans  and  subsidies  made  by  France  to 
the  United  Slates,  by  which  he  acknowledged  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States  three  millions  before  the 
treaty  of  February,  1778,  and  six  millions  in  1781,  as 
the  gratuitous  gift  of  the  King. 

In  July,  1786,  on  a  settlement  with  .Mr.  Grand,  our 
banker  at  Paris,  it  was  discovered  that  he  bad  given 
the  United  States  credit  but  for  two  millions  received 
before  1778,  instead  of  three,  as  Wds  stated  in  the 
treaty  of  February,  178.3.  Dr.  Franklin,  conceiving 
his  character  might  be  implicated  by  this  iiuporlant 
variance,  wrote  to  Mr.  Grand  for  an  expUnation,  and 
suggests  that  the  million  furnished  ostensibly  by  the 
Fanners  General,  might  have  been  a  gift  of  the 
Crown.  Mr.  Grand  in  September  following,  answers, 
that  he  had  applied  to  Mr.  Durival,  the  principal  of 
one  of  the  departments  of  finance,  for  a  solution  of 
the  difficulty,  who  had  stated  that  there  had  been  an 
advance  from  the  Royal  Treasury  of  one  million,  on 
the  10th  of  June,  1776,  in  addition  to  the  two  millions 
advanced  in  1777,  and  which  Mr.  Grand  had  received. 
It  further  appears,  that  this  answer  of  Mr.  Durival  not 
being  Mtisfactory,  Mr.  Grand  applied  to  him  for  a 
copy  of  the  receipt  of  the  million  advanced  in  June, 
1776,  to  which  Mr.  Durival  replied,  that  he  had  laid 
Mr.  Grand's  letters  before  the  Count  de  Vergennes, 
who  constantly  replied  that  the  copy  of  the  receipt  he 
required,  had  no  relation  to  the  million  received  from 
the  Farmers  General,  nor  to  the  business  with  which 
he  bad  been  intrusted  by  (congress,  and  it  would  be 
useless  to  give  it  to  him.  On  which,  Mr.  Grand  ob- 
serves, that  be  could  not  conceive  the  reason  for  this 
reserve. 

In  January,  1787,  Dr.  Franklin,  on  receiving  these 
letters  from  Mr.  Grand,  communicated  them  to  Mr. 
Charles  Thomson,  Secretary  to  Coogresa,  and  adds, 
that  he  conjectures  the  person  who  receireU  the  mil- 
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lion  in  June,  1776,  must  be  Mr.  Beaumarchais,  and 
that  it  was  a  cabinet  secret,  {"miatere  du  cabinet,") 
which,  perhaps,  should  not  be  further  inquired  into, 
unless  necessary  to  guard  against  more  demands  than 
may  be  just  from  that  agent.  For,  it  may  well  he 
supposed  that  if  the  Court  furnished  him  with  the 
means  of  supplying  us,  they  may  not  be  willing  to 
furnish  authentic  proofs  of  such  a  transaction  so  early 
in  our  dispute  with  Britain."  He  inquires  if  Mr. 
Beaumarchais  continued  to  press  bis  demands,  and 
adds,  "  It  is  true  the  million  in  question  makes  no 
difference  in  your  accounts  w:ih  the  King  of  France, 
it  not  being  mentioned  or  charged  as  so  much  lent 
and  to  be  repaid,  but  stated  as  freely  given.  Yet  if  it 
was  put  into  the  hands  of  any  of  your  agents  or 
ministers,  they  ought  certainly  t<)  account  for  it." 

In  the  course  of  the  same  year,  Mr.  Beaumarchais 
addreMed  Congress  on  the  subject  of  his  account ; 
and,  whether  it  was  because  its  style  gave  offence,  as 
be  states  in  bis  own  memorial  of  1795,  or  the  belief 
which  now  prevailed,  that  he  had  received  the  million 
that  had  lately  come  to  light,  no  notice  seems  to  have 
been  Uken  of  his  application,  until  1789,  when  bis 
accounts  were  referred  to  the  Board  of  Treasury,  a 
committee  of  the  old  Congress,  consisting  of  Mr.  Ar- 
thur Lee,  Mr.  Livingston,  and  Mr.  Osgood,  who  re- 
Sort,  among  other  things,  thai  the  balance  claimed  by 
(r.  Beaumarchaia,  on  bis  account,  certified  by  Mr. 
Deane  in  1781,  then  amounted  to  about  $90U,000, 
and  that  the  debiu  against  the  United  States  had  no 
other  voucher  to  support  them,  but  the  certificate  of 
Mr.  Deane.  They  make  various  deductions,  for 
charges  of  commission,  insurance,  and  two  of  the  car- 
goes said  not  to  have  reached  the  United  States,  and 
find  a  balance  due  the  United  States,  of,  livres,  742,- 
413  9.5,  **  exclusive  of  the  one  million  of  livres,  which 
(if  received  l)y  Mr.  Beaumarchais  from  the  Court  of 
France)  must  be  added  thereto ;"  and  they  submit 
two  resolutions — 1st.  That  the  settlement  with  Mr. 
Deane,  in  April.  1781,  was  not  binding  on  the  United 
States;  and,  Sd.  That  Mr.  Beaumarchais  settle  his 
accounts  at  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  and  be 
required  to  transmit  the  necessary  vouchers  in  sup- 
port of  the  same. 

After  the  new   Constitution  went  into   operation, 
Mr.  J.  A.  Cbevalli^,    as  the   agent  of  Mr.   Beaumar- 
chais, applied   to  the   Treasury  Department  for  a  set- 
tlement of  the  accounts  of  his  principal ;  and,  in  May, 
1793.  the  Auditor  certified  that  the  s»me  had  been  ex- 
amined and  adjusted  by  him.     He  adverts  to  the    de- 
cision of  the  Board  of  Treasury,  in    1788,  and  makes 
a  diflerent,  and,  as  the  committee  think,  a  correct  de- 
cision on  the  contested  questions,  of  insurance,  com- 
mission, charges  of  merchandise,  and  the  two  cargoes 
erroneously  supposed  not  to  have  reached  the  United 
States  ;  and  he  finds  the   balance  due   to    Mr.    Beau- 
marchais  to  be,   livres,  2,280,231  17.8.     But  be  sub- 
joins a  note,  that   the   million   which   had   been   ad- 
vanced by  the  French  Government,  on  the  10th  June,  j 
1776.  to  somebody,   hod    been,  probably,  received   by  l 
Mr.  Beaumarchais,  and  he  therefore  recommends  that 
the  payment  of  the  balance  found  due  from  the  United  j 
States  should  be  suspended  until  "  some  further  meas-  , 
ures  could  be  taken,"  to  clear  up  the  mystery.     This 
report  seemed  to  have   received    the  sanction   of  the  ' 
Comptroller  and  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  I 

In  June,  1794,  Mr.  Gouverneur  Morris,  then  our 
Minister  to  the  French  Republic,  addrtssed  a  note  to 
Mr.  Buchot,  the  Commissary  of  Exterior  Relations,  ! 


for  information  relative  to  the  million  advanced  in 
June,  1776,  to  whom  it/wras  paid,  and  for  what  ob- 
jects expended,  with  the  avowed  purpose  of  opposing 
this  sum  against  the  claims  of  Mr.  Beaumarchais,  in 
case  be  should  have  been  the  person  who  received  it. 
In  reply  to  which,  Mr.  Buchot  sends  a  copy  of  a  re- 
ceipt, dated  the  10th  of  June,  1776,  and  given  by  Mr. 
Beaumarchais,  for  one  million  of  livres,  paid  by  the 
order  of  the  Count  de  Vergennes.  and  to  be  accounted 
for  to  him  ;  which  receipt,  Mr.  Buchot  remarks,  "  ap- 
pears to  be  the  one  necessary  to  the  United  States,  in 
adjusting  their  accounts." 

After  the  disclosure  of  this  receipt,  no  doubt  seemed 
to  be  entertained  that  Mr.  Beaumarchais  was  the  per- 
son who  had  received  the  million  of  livres,  advanced 
for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  in  June,  1775,  and 
be  was  held  accountable  for  that  amount  by  the  ac« 
counting  officers  of  the  Treasury,  though  the  charge 
was^earnestly  resisted  by  Mr.  Beaumarchais,  in  a  long 
and  eloquent  memorial,  addressed  to  the  President,  in 
1795,  as,  also,  by  his  agent,  before  and  after  his  death, 
in  1799,  and  was,  in  1802,  the  subject  of  a  remon- 
strance from  Mr.  Pichon,  the  charge  de  affaires  from 
France  to  the  United  States. 

In  1805,  the  accounts  of  Mr.  Beaumarchais  were 
definitively  settled  by  the  Comptroller,  and  after  char- 
ging him  with  the  million  received  on  the  10th  June, 
1776,  with  interest  from  that  date,  a  balance  of  222,- 
046  12.2,  equal  to  $41,119  74,  was  found  due  him  on 
the  1st  January,  1791. 

In  1806,  Madame  Eugenie  Beaumarchais  de  la 
Rue,  the  only  daughter  and  heiress  of  Mr.  Beaumar- 
chais, by  a  memorial  presented  through  her  agent, 
made  an  appeal  to  Congress  from  the  decision  of  the 
Treasury  Department,  which  h.is  been  renewed,  from 
time  to  time,  to  the  present  period. 

The  several  reports  which  have  been  made  by  the 
committees  to  whom  this  claim  has  been  referred,  as 
they  contain  nearly  all  the  arguments  that  can  be 
urged,  either  for  or  against  its  merits,  are  annexed  to 
this  report,  and  they  may  be  here  briefly  noticed. 

In  1806,  the  Committee  of  Claims  made  an  unfa- 
vorable report,  except  as  to  the  balanceof  $41,1 19  74, 
which,  with  interest  from  the,  Ist  January,  1791,  was 
paid  to  the  claimants. 

A  note  from  General  Turreau,  the  French  Minis- 
ter, accompanied  the  petition  of  the  claimant,  in  which 
It  was  stated  for  the  first  time,  that,  in  consequence  of 
a  minute  search  in  the  records  of  the  Dcpartiuent  of 
Foreign  Reiulions,  there  had  been  found  in  a  file,  en- 
titled "  United  Slates,"  a  receipt  of  Mr.  Beaumarchaia 
of  the  lOlh  of  June,  1776,  for  a  million,  which  was 
*'  given  to  hitn  by  orders  from  the  King,  for  an  object 
of  secret  political  service  of  which  he  reserved  the 
knowledge  to  himself,"  as  well  as  the  account  ren- 
dered in  the  same  year,  by  Mr.  De  Vergennes  to  the 
King,  of  the  application  of  that  sum,  in  conformity 
with  bis  in»tructions.  This  communication  was  av 
companied  by  observations  and  arguments  on  the  part 
of  the  Minister,  in  favor  of  the  claim. 

In  the  folloniag  year,  the  President,  by  a  Message 
dated  February  6,  1807,  again  brought  the  subject  to 
the  notice  of  Congress,  and  at  the  same  time  commu- 
nicated a  note  from  the  French  Minister,  together 
with  bis  answers  to  the  objections  which  had  been 
made  to  the  claim,  in  a  letter  from  Mr.  Gallatin,  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  addressed  to  the  committee  of 
the  preceding  year.  The  note  from  the  minister  thus 
concludes  :  *'  The  present  Government  of  France  has 
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made  all  possible  research,  in  order  to  enlighten  its 
equity  and  its  justice,  in  an  affair  which  interests  a 
family,  whose  head  employed  all  the  fortune  which 
he  ought  to  have  left  it,  to  the  support  of  the  Ameri- 
can cause  ;  and  it  is,  after  the  most  intimate  convic- 
tion, that  this  sum   is   due  to  Mr.  De  Beaumarchais, 


for   the  want  of  time,  passed  only  to  a  lecoDd  n%d- 
infr. 

It  thus  appears,  that  one  Committee  of  Claims,  two 
select  committees,  and  two  Attorney  Generals,  have 
decided  in  favor  of  the  claim,  either  on  the  ground  of 
its  justice,  or  of  the  illegality  of  the  diiicount  claimed 


that  it  has  charged  its  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  de-  i  by  the   United  States,    and    that  two  Committees  of 


dare  now,  that  the  million  given  on  the  10th  June, 
1776,  to  Mr.  De  Beaumarchais,  was  employed  in  a 
secret  service  ;  that  an  account  of  it  has  been  rendered 
to  the  King,  and  approved  by  him,  and  that  it  was 
not  given  on  account  of  sappiies  furnished  by  the  said 
Beaumarchais  to  the  United  States."  The  Commit- 
tee of  Claims  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  on 
the  faith  of  this  declaration,  made  a  favorable  report ; 
bat  as  questions  of  law  might  arise  in  investigating  the 


Claims    and    one    select    committee    have    decided 
against  it. 

After  the  moat  attentive  examination  of  the  nu- 
merous documents  in  which  the  above  mentioned  facts 
are  disclosed,  the  committee  are  of  opinion,  that, 
though  the  disposition  of  the  million  of  livres  received 
by  Mr.  Beaumarchais,  in  Jane,  1776,  it  involved  in 
some  uncertainty,  which  may  never  be  entirely  dia- 
peiled,  yet  they  think   there  ia   strong   persuasive  «vi< 


case,  they  recommended  that  the  claim  be  submitted  i  Jence,  that  it  was  meant  by  the   King  of  France  to 
to  the  Secretary  of  Slate,  w.iih  instructions  to  report 
to  CongreM  at  the  ensuing  session. 

This  course  was  adopted,  and  in  December  1807, 
the  Secretary  of  State  reported  the  opinion  of  Mr. 
Rodney,  the  Attorney  General,  on  the  question,  whe- 
ther the  controverted  million  ought  to  be  regarded  as 


assist  Mr.  Beaumarchais  in  the  purchase  of  those  sup- 
plies with  which  he  furnished  the  United  States.  In 
support  of  their  opiniou,  they  rely  on  the  following 
facts :  The  first  offer  of  the  French  Government  to 
render  secret  assistance  to  the  United  States,  waa 
made   through   Mr.   Beaumarchais.     The   amount  of 


a  legal  payment  by  the  United  States,  which  opinion,  i  supplies  which  he  afterwards  furnished,  was  far  be- 
after  a  full  examination  of  the  subject,  was  thus  sum-  yond  his  apparent  resources  ;  and  his  former  habits 
med  up,  "  that  the  plea  of  payment  or  discount  could  '  and  pursuits  though  they  comported  very  well  with 
not  be  supported,  unless  collusion  with  Beaumarchias  |  the  character  of  a  secret  [)olitical  agent,  rendered  him 
be  attributed  to  the  French  Government ;  an  idea  in-  i  but  ill  qualified  lor  commercial  transactions.  Most,  if 
admissible,  and  which  could  not  enter  into  his  view  of  .  not  all  the   articles  of  a   military  nature,  were  taken 


the  case." 

In  March,  1813,  the  subject  was  again  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims,  who  made  an  unfavorable 
report,  in  the  words  of  the  report  of  a  former  Commit- 
tee of  Claims  in  1806,  with  the  addition  of  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Pinkney,  then  Attorney  General,  to  the 
chairman  of  the  committee,  in  which  he  sajs,  that 
"viewing  the  question  as  a  mere  matter  of  law,  he 
was  compelled  to  say,  that  the  title  to  the  deduction 
insisted  upon  must  be  shown  by  the  United  States, 
and  that  the  evidence  would  not  be  suQicieut  to  estab- 
lish it  in  a  court  of  justice." 

In  January,  1817,  the  subject  was  "recommended 
to  the  favorable  attention  "  of  Congress,  by  a  Message 
from  the  President,  who^t  the  same  time  transmitted 
a  letter  from  Mr.  De  Neuville,  .Minister  from  France, 
to  the  United  States,  in  support  of  the  claim,  and  the 
correspondence  which  had  taken  place  during  the  pre- 
ceding year,  between  Mr.  Gallatin  our  Minister  in 
France,  and  the  Duke  de  Richelieu,  Minister  of  Foreign 
Affuirs,  relative  to  the  subject.  The  claim  was  refer- 
red to  a  committee  who  did  not  act  on  it.  And  in  the 
following  year,  the  present  President  of  the  United 
States,  by  a  special  Message  in  January,  1818.  gave 
the  claim  a  similar  recommendation.  It  was  accord- 
iBgly  referred  to  a  select  committee,  who,  after  a  very 
elaborate  report  on  the  facts  and  merits  of  the  case, 
decided  in  favor  of  the  claim  ;  but  their  decision  was 
nag atived  by  the  House. 

Ia  March,  1814,  a  select  committee  made  an  unfa- 
vorable report  on  the  claim. 

In  March,  1822,  another  Message  was  received  from 
the  President,  transmitting  three  letters  from  Mr.  De 
Neuville  on  the  subject  of  the  claim,  and  recommend- 
ing it  to  the  favor  of  Congress  as  before,  but  the  sub- 
ject was  not  acted  on. 

At  the  succeeding  session,  this  Messasre  was  refer- 
red to  a  select  committee,  who  on  the  iI8th  January, 
1823,  reported  a  bill  in  favor  of  the   claimant,  which 


from  the  King's  arsenals.  The  opinion,  that  the  sup- 
plies were  furnished  principally,  if  not  altogether  by 
the  King,  was  entertained. for  two  years  by  ihe  Ame- 
rican Commissioners,  who  were  on  the  spot.  The  re- 
peated declarations  of  the  Minister  himself,  to  the 
same  effect,  as  evinced  not  only  by  repeated  letters 
from  Mr.  Arthur  Lee,  but  by  the  joint  letters  of  the 
three  Commissioners  to  the  Secret  Committee  of  Con- 
gresjf,  dated  7lh  October,  1777.  The  presumptions 
arising  from  these  facts,  receive  the  strongest  cuntir- 
mation,  from  the  letter  written  by  the  Count  De  Ver- 
gennes  to  Louis  XVT.,  dated  May  2d,  1776,  which  is 
taken  from  the  history  of  the  French  diplomacy,  and 
believed  to  be  authentic,  in  which  he  speaks  of  being 
authorized  by  the  King,  "  to  furnish  a  million  of  livrea 
for  the  use  of  the  English  colonies,"  and  of  the  trans- 
mission of  the  funds  which  his  Majesty  was  pleased 
to  grant  the  Americans,  and  of  directing  the  neces- 
sary precautions  to  be  taken,  as  if  the  proposed  agent. 
Monsieur  Montaudon,  advanced  the  funds  on  his  own 
account.  He  mentions  also,  the  reply  he  had  made 
to  Mr.  Beaumarchais,  which  was  evidently  favorable 
and  connected  with  the  same  subject ;  and  slates,  the 
precautionary  steps  he  had  taken  to  prevent  discovery, 
as  it  was  of  consequence  that  the  operation  should 
not  be  known,  or  "imputed to  the  Government." 

From  this  letter,  it  is  clear  that  the  million  here 
spoken  of,  was  intended  to  be  paid  to  the  United  States, 
and  not  to  otliers,  for  some  secret  service ;  that  Mr. 
Beaumarchais  had  a  principal  agency  in  the  transac- 
tion, and  that  in  speaking  of  the  importance  of  secrecy, 
the  language  applies  r  ther  to  those  aids  which  State 
policy  might  wish  to  conceal  from  Great  Britain,  than 
to  that  species  of  political  services  which  might  in- 
volve the  character  of  individuals,  and  the  honor  of 
the  nation. 

The  same  work  affords  another  piece  of  corrol>orat- 
ing  testimony.  In  a  letter  from  Louis  -WI.  to  the 
King  of  Spain,  dated  January  8ih,  1778,  he  speaks  of 
"  succors  of  money  and   other  kinds,"  which  France 
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had  given  the  United  Slates,  the  whole  ostensibly  on 
the  score  of  trade. 

To  this  mass  of  testimony  which  has  been  gradually 
elicited  in  the  successive  investigations  on  the  subject, 
it  is  objected  : 

First  Objection.  That,  whatever  motives  the  French 
Government  might  have  had  before  1778,  for  conceal- 
ing the  advance  of  this  million,  it  could  have  had  none, 
after  it  had  openly  espoused  the  American  cause,  ex- 
cept those  that  are  incident  to  all  disbursements  of 
secret  service  money. 

To  this  it  may  be  remarked,  that,  though  the  mo- 
tives for  concealment  were  much  weakened  after  their 
open  rupture  with  Great  Britain,  yet  they  might  be 
supposed  not  to  have  entirely  ceased  after  that  event, 
for,  as  Dr.  Franklin  remarks,  France  might  not  be 
willing  to  furnish  authentic  proofs  of  such  a  transac- 
tion, so  early,  in  our  dispute  with  Great  Britain;  and 
that  sagacious  observer  considered  this  reason  suffi- 
cient to  account  for  the  mystery  in  which  the  "lost 
million"  was  involved.  Besides,  other  facts  have  been 
concealed,  long  after  any  necessity  for  concealment 
could  be  supposed  to  exist.  It  wais  nut  until  17'J4that 
the  seemingly  unimportant  fact,  that  Mr.  Beaumar- 
chais was  the  person  who  received  the  money  was 
communicated,  nor  until  1806  that  it  was  declared  to 
be  for  a  secret  political  service. 

Second  Objection.  That,  as  the  knowledge  of  this 
million  grew  out  of  the  contract  of  February,  1783, 
long  after  Mr.  Beaumarchais  had  been  the  creditor  of 
the  United  States,  he  ought  not  to  be  affected  by  an 
instrument  to  which  he  was  no  party,  and  of  which  he 
had  no  notice. 

The  committee  think,  that  so  far  as  concerns  this 
transjclion,  neither  Mr.  Beaumarchais  nor  the  United 
Stales  are  bound  by  this  contract.  They,  because 
they  had  no  knowledge  of  the  facts  which  have  since 
been  disclosed ;  and  he,  because  he  was  no  party. 
But,  he  is  bound  by  his  own  receipt,  taken  together 
with  that  evidence,  which  shows  the  money  to  have 
been  received  for  the  use  of  the  United  States. 

Third  Objection.  That  he  has  accounted  for  the 
disbursement  of  the  money  to  his  own  Government, 
to  whom  alone  he  was  responsible. 

The  only  direct  evidence  of  the  fact,  that  Mr.  Beau- 
marchais had  accounted  to  his  Government  for  the 
disbursement  of  the  million  received  in  June,  1776,  is 
to  be  found  in  the  paper  subscribed  by  the  King's  own 
hand,  dated  December  7,  1776,  in  which  it  is  stated 
that  the  million  of  livres,  applicable  to  secret  political 
services,  had  been  "  applied  to  the  purposes  intended 
by  the  King."  But  granting  that  this  expression  did 
not  mean  to  refer  simply  to  the  payment  of  the  money 
to  Mr.  Beaumarchais,  but  to  that  disposition  of  it 
which  he  should  make ;  still  it  is  not  presumed  that 
any  other  evidence  would  be  required  of  Mr.  Beau- 
marchais, that  the  money  had  been  applied  to  its  in- 
tended purpose,  than  that  he  had  actually  purchased 
and  transmitted  the  supplies,  which  evidence  he  could 
probably  find  no  difficulty  in  furnishing  at  the  date  of 
the  King's  letter,  as  the  three  firi$t  cargoes,  amounting 
to  a  million  and  a  half,  actually  left  France  before  the 
5th  of  February,  1777;  and  one  million  of  that  sum 
may  easily  have  been  expended  in  their  purchase,  be- 
fore the  6th  of  December  preceding;  and  indeed,  in 
Mr.  Beaumarchais'  own  letter  to  Congress,  of  the  1st 
December,  1776,  he  states  the  amount  of  his  advances 
to  be  about  one  million.  Besidesthus  satisfyinghis  own 
Government  that  he  had  fulfilled  its  wishes,  does  not 
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Ao  away  his  obligation  to  account  with  the  United 
States  for  the  money  received  to  their  use,  for  that 
would  enable  him,  in  part,  to  frustrate,  instead  of  ful- 
filling, the  generous  purposes  of  his  Government. 

Fourth  Objection.  That,  whatever  may  be  the 
doubts  about  the  fact,  the  evidence  is  not  sufficient  to 
establish  a  legal  discount  against  Mr.  Beaumarchais, 
in  a  case  in  which  the  burden  of  proof  lies  on  the 
United  States. 

If  this  were  the  case,  the  claim  ought  long  since  to  have 
been  settled  by  the  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury, 
as  they  would  not  probably  feel  themselves  bound  to 
allow  any  evidence  in  favor  of  a  discount,  that  would 
be  rejected  by  a  court  of  justice.  But,  granting  that 
they  would,  yet  it  must  be  recollected  that  the  settlement 
now  complained  of  has  received  the  sanction  of  three 
successive  .\dministrations,  and  Congress  is  applied  to, 
not  in  the  ordinary  case  of  allowing  a  claim  for  which 
the  law  has  made  no  proviaion,  but  to  make  a  different 
decision,  on  a  mere  point  of  evidence,  from  that  which 
has  been  made  by  the  department,  whose  particular 
province  it  is  loiscttle  all  accounts  in  which  the  Gov- 
ernment is  a  party,  and  whose  functions  best  qualify  it 
for  the  correct  discharge  of  that  duty.  And,  although 
the  magnitude  of  the  claim,  and  the  acknowledged 
services  of  Mr.  Beaumarchaii^,  may  warrant  Congress 
in  revising  the  decision  of  their  accounting  ofHcers, 
yet,  assuredly,  they  cannot  be  under  any  obligation,  in 
exercising  this  extraordinary  interposition,  to  pay  the 
claim,  so  long  as  they  have  strong  doabts  of  its 
justice. 

But  it  is  further  contended  that  the  repealed  decla- 
rations of  the  French  Government  ought  to  outweigh 
the  presumption  arising  from  this  mass  of  circumstan- 
tial evidence. 

If,  indeed,  the  proper  functionaries  of  that  Govern- 
ment, who  were  privy  to  the  transaction,  had  explicit- 
ly declared  that  this  million  had  not  been  used  by  Mr. 
Beaumarchais  in  the  purchase  of  the  supplies  which 
he  furnished  to  the  United  Slates,  the  comity  and 
respect  which  ought  to  prevail  between  civilized  na- 
tions in  their  friendly  intercourse,  might  have  bound 
us  to  receive  the  declaration  as  conclusive.  But  such 
is  not  the  fact :  the  Count  de  Vergennes,  who  alone 
could  speak  from  personal  knowledge,  so  far  from  ma- 
king such  a  declaration,  did  not  mention,  either  nt  the 
time  of  the  treaty  of  February,  1783,  or  when  applied 
to,  by  Mr.  Durival,  in  1786,  that  Mr.  Beaumarchais 
was  the  person  who  received  the  money.  He  says 
nothing  even  about  its  being  for  a  secret  political  ser- 
vice. For  aught  that  appears,  he  was  not  aware  that 
the  inquiry  was  material  in  our  settlement  with  Mr. 
Beaumarchais,  or  was  made  for  any  other  purpose 
than  to  exculpate  Mr.  Grand  and  Dr.  Franklin.  And 
this  silence  on  fjcts,  which  have  been  since  commu- 
nicated, and  which  no  considerations  of  national  pru- 
dence or  State  policy  required  him,  even  then,  to  con- 
ceal, affords  some  presumption  that  he  expected  Mr. 
Beaumarchais  would  account  for  it,  which  is  not  in- 
deed very  strong,  but  is  quite  as  much  so  as  any  other 
that  is  favorable  to  the  claim.  When,  afterwards,  in 
1794,  the  receipt  of  Mr.  Beaumarchais  was  brought  to 
light,  Mr.  Buchot,  the  organ  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment, who  produced  it,  indirectly  admits  that  Mr. 
Beaumarchais  was  accountable  to  the  United  States 
for  its  amount.  If  the  subsequent  declarations  of  Gen. 
eral  Turreau  and  the  Duke  de  Richelieu,  to  the  con- 
trary, have  been  in  more  positive  terms,  it  is  manifest 
that  they  do  not  speak  from  any  personal  knowledge 
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of  the  transaction,  but  draw  inferences  frum  fact«,  of 
which  we,  having  the  same  means  of  judging  as  them- 
selves, have  a  right  to  make  a  dilTerent  estimate. 

Upon  a  full  and  candid  review  of  the  whole  case, 
whatever  may  be  our  private  wishes  on  the  subject, 
and  however  it  may  be  regretted  that  a  controversy 
should  arise  in  settling  the  compensation  for  the  most 
important  services,  rendered  with  the  most  friendly 
sentiments,  at  a  very  critical  period  of  the  Revolution, 
yet,  if  the  case  be  regarded  as  a  mere  money  transac- 
tion between  a  private  individual  and  this  Government, 
and  be  judged  by  the  rules  of  secondary  evidence,  (the 
best  being  in  the  possession  of  the  party  or  his  Gov- 
ernment,) the  committee  are  compelled  to  say,  that 
the  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasurj-  were  justified 
in  refusing  payment  of  the  million  in  question,  and 
that  the  Legislature  would  not  be  warranted  in  re- 
versing their  decision. 

But  the  connexion  which  this  transaction  has  with 
the  French  Government,  and  the  delicate  relation  in 
which  it  places  the  United  States  with  that  Govern- 
ment, are  not  to  be  overlooked  in  this  controversy. 
They  make,  as  the  committee  think,  an  essential  alter- 
ation in  its  character,  and  create,  on  the  United  States, 
a  new  duty. 

The   amount  of  Mr.   Beaumarchais'  original  claim 
is  undisputed.     It  has  been  adjusted,  by  the  officers 
of  our  own  Government,  to  their  own  satisfaction,  and 
the  discount  which  we  claim  was  not  paid  by  ourselves,  i 
but,  as  we  say,  by  the  French  Government,  by  part  of  i 
a  voluntary  gift  to  the  United  States.     But  that  Gov-  I 
ernment  says,  that  the  million  which  we  seek  to  u.«e 
as  a  discount,  was  expended  for  our  benelit,  in  a  pur-  ' 
pose  which  both  policy  and  honor  forbid  them  to  dis-  j 
close,  and  that  Mr.  Beaumarchais,  who  was  their  agent  1 
•8  well  as  ours,  ought  not  to  be  accountable  to  us  for 
its  disbursement.  Now,  however  we  may  be  inclined  to 
think  them  mistaken,  it  seems  to  the  committee  that  the 
self-respect  of  this  nation  will  not  permit  it  to  dispute, 
with  a  donor,  the  character  and  object  of  his  gift.    On 
this  question  the  wishes  of  France  should  supply  the 
place  of  proof;  and,  as  we  received   the  declarations 
of  the  Count  de  Vergennes,   in   1778,  with  regard  to 
the  military  stores  furnished  by  Mr.  Beaumarchais,  as 
conclusive  ;  as,  in  17^3,  we  acknowledged  the  receipt 
of  the  million  in  question,  without  requiring  any  other 
evidence  of  the  fact  than  the  declaration  of  the  French 
Government,  so  now  that  it  is  disclose!  that  Mr.  Beau- 
marchais was  the  person  who  received  the  money,  we 
are  equally  bound  to  receive  their  declarations  respect- 
ing it,  and  consider  him  as  not  chargeable  with  this 
million.    For,  if  the  French  Government  is  right,  then 
we  owe  the   money  without  a  question;  and,  if  it  is 
mistaken,  then,  in    paying   the  money,  we  merely  re- 
turn a  part  of  the  gift  we  received,  rather  than  insist 
on  applying  it  to  a  purpose  to  which  the  donor  objects. 
And  we   should    feel    less    hesitation  in    taking  this 
course,  as  we  thereby  avoid    the   risk  (which   inferior 
evidence  always  implies)  of  injustice  to  the  family  of 
one  whose  meritorious  services   to  this  nation,  in  the 
hour  of  its  utmost  need,  our  foreign  agents  all  concur- 
red in  acknowledging. 

But,  inasmuch  as  the  obligation  of  the  United  States 
to  pay  this  money,  arises,  in  the  view  taken  of  it  by 
the  committee,  from  the  relation  in  which  we  stand 
to  the  French  Government,  and  as  tha:  Government 
has  introduced  the  claim  of  Mr.  Beaumarchais'  heirs 
into  the  negotiation  which  has  been  for  some  lime  car- 
ried on,  and  is  yet  pending,  between  the  two  nations, 
with  regard  to  the   illegal  seizures  and  confiscations 


made  of  the  property  of  our  citizens  daring  the  Impe- 
rial Government,  the  committee  think  that  the  claim 
had  better  be  left  to  the  friendly  adjustment  of  the 
two  Governments  ;  and  the  rather,  as,  in  the  course 
of  the  negotiation,  on  the  »cenc  of  the  transaction, 
further  facts  may  be  developed  to  dispel  the  obscurity 
in  which  it  is  involved,  and  remove  the  doubts  of  either 
nation.  With  this  view,  they  beg  leave  to  submit  the 
following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  claim  of  the  petitioner,  Eugenie 
Amelie  Beaumarchais  De  la  Rue,  be  referred  to  the 
Executive  of  the  United  States,  to  be  adjusted  in  the 
pending  negotiations  between  the  United  States  and 
France,  on  such  terms  as  they  may  think  just  and 
equitable. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

The  House  then  again  went  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  (Mr.  Condict  in  the  Chair,)  on  the 
bill  to  amend  the  several  acts  respecting  duties  on 
imports. 

The  question,  pending  from  the  last  day  of  sit- 
ting, being  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Brent,  to  strike 
out  the  clause  impo.«ing  a  duty  of  six  cents  per 
square  vard  on  cotton  hngi/iny  imported — 

Mr.  Hamilton,  of  South  Carolina,  said,  that  a 
dispos'ition  to  offer  a  word  or  two  in  reply  to  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky,  had  induced  him,  on 
Friday,  at  a  late  hour,  to  move  the  Committee  to 
rise;  and  he  would  now  briefly  redeem  this  con- 
structive pledge.  That  gentleman  had  broadly 
asserted  that  the  cotton  bagging  of  the  West  has 
no  protection,  and  to  this  declaration  he  desired  the 
Committee  to  advert ;  for,  he  presumed,  the  gentle- 
man had  forgotten  the  existing  duly  of  twenty  per 
cent.,  in  effect,  on  the  article  in  question,  and  a 
duty  of  one  hundred  per  cent,  on  the  raw  material 
of  which  it  is  composed.  Mr.  H.  said,  he  would 
offer  this  short  detail,  in  proof  of  what  he  had  thu.>> 
affirmed — a  piece  of  cotton  bagging,  of  between 
sixty  and  seventy  yards,  costs,  in  England  or  Scot- 
land, at  fourteen  cents  per  yard,  about  eight  dol- 
lars and  forty  cents,  on  which  there  was  paid, 
here,  a  duty  of  one  dollar  and  eighty-four  cents; 
so  that,  without  adding  freight  and  insurance,  for 
every  eight  or  nine  dollars'  worth  of  bagging,  used 
in  the  United  States,  there  was  a  clear  protection 
to  Kentucky  of  one  dollar  and  eighty-four  cents. 
This  was,  however,  not  enough — ^tbr  the  duty  pro- 
posed in  the  bill  under  consideration,  was  equiva- 
lent to  seventy-one  per  cent.  This  would  be  its 
operation  ;  for,  on  a  piece  of  cotton  bagging  of 
sixty  running,  or  seventy  square  yards,  at  six  cents 
per  square  yard,  St  20  would  be  the  amount  of 
the  duly,  to  which  is  to  be  added  the  bounty  al- 
lowed in  England,  on  exportation,  of  three  cents 
per  pound,  under  the  ofHration  of  the  third  sec- 
tion of  the  bill,  which  will  be  §1  80,  making  an 
aggregate  duly  of  SG  on  a  piece  of  bagging  cost- 
ing originally  but  SS  40. 

The  gentleman  also  affirms,  said  Mr.  H.,  that 
the  raw  material  is  insuflficiently  protected.  Any 
thinjj  beyond  the  present  rate  of  duty  and  charges 
woufd  seem  to  be  a  prohibition  ;  for,  it  has  been 
iinan>werably  made  out  by  a  variety  of  statements, 
founded  upon  undeniable  data,  that,  if  you  add  to 
the  duty  of  S30  on  each  ton  of  imported   hemp 
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the  original  cost  of  the  article,  with  that  of  trans- 
portation from  the  province  in  which  it  is  raised 
to  St.  Pelersbu^,  with  freight,  insurance,  com- 
mission, and  difference  of  exchange,  that  the  pro- 
tection now  was  equivalent  to  a  duty  of  one  hun- 
dred per  cent.  And  here  he  would  notice  a  remark 
which  fell  from  the  honorable  gentleman  in  regard 
to  the  Western  hemp,  which,  he  had  assured  us, 
was  at  least  ten  per  cent,  stronger  than  the  Rus- 
sian. The  House  were  in  possession  of  a  docu- 
ment, on  this  subject,  which  might  be  as  valuable 
as  the  experience  of  the  gentleman.  The  Navy 
Commissioners  had  transmitted  a  letter,  (he  be- 
lieved to  the  Senate,  and,  during  the  recess  of  the 
House  since  Friday,  he  had  conversed  with  some 
of  the  Commissioners  on  the  subject,)  in  which 
it  is  stated  that  this  apparent  excellence  of  the 
Western  hemp  was  altogether  fallacious  ;  for  al- 
though, when  new,  it  was  apparently  as  strong  as 
the  Russian  hemp,  yet,  in  durability,  it  was  not  at 
all  comparable ;  so  little  so,  that  in  the  naval  con- 
tracts for  cordage,  there  was  uniformly  introduced 
a  stipulation  that  the  supplies  of  rope,  cable,  «Scc., 
should  be  fabricated  of  the  imported  article.  This 
difference  between  the  home  and  foreign  hemp 
did  not  result,  perhaps,  from  any  intrinsic  inferi- 
ority, but  from  the  mode  of  its  preparation.  It 
was  understood  that  the  Russian  hemp  was  all 
water  rotted,  whilst  that  of  the  West  was  merely 
submitted  to  the  more  gradual  process  by  exposure 
to  the  dew.  The  latter  course  was  pursued  among 
our  brethren  of  the  West,  from  judicious  con- 
siderations of  health,  as  the  multiplication  of 
stagnant  ponds,  covered  with  the  vegetable  putre- 
faction of  this  process,  would,  undoubtedly,  be  seri- 
ously pernicious  to  those  immediately  within  their 
influence.  This  was,  perhaps,  one  of  the  bless- 
ings of  the  bill  which  was  to  operate  so  benefi- 
cially, in  all  quarters,  by  the  effect  of  the  proposed 
bounty. 

Mr.  H  said,  he  desired  to  set  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  right  in  another  particular,  before 
lie  took  his  seat  He  has  informed  the  Committee 
that  the  duly  on  coarse  cottons  operates  as  a  pro- 
tection on  the  cotton-growing  States,  and  was  so 
solicited  and  considered  by  our  representatives 
when  it  was  imposed.  My  lamented  predecessor 
(Mr.  Lowndes)  did  not  so  consider  it  in  the 
masterly  view  he  took  of  this  subject,  and  it  was 
a  part  of  the  scope  of  the  luminous  argument  he 
offered  on  the  tariff  of  1620  (one  of  the  greatest 
and  brightest  of  his  efforts)  to  show  the  impolicy 
of  this  duty  in  its  direct  effect  on  our  East  India 
trade.  But  it  is  altogether  beyond  my  scrutiny, 
said  Mr.  H.,  to  discover  how  this  duty  on  coarse 
manufactured  cottons  can  operate  as  a  protection 
to  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  when  we  do  not 
dread  the  raw  material  in  any  shape  in  which  it 
may  be  introduced.  Indeed,  we  are  so  often  up- 
braided for  estimating  too  lightly  this,  and  the 
duty  of  three  cents  on  the  unfabricated  article, 
that  I  am  disposed,  in  the  name  of  the  State  I  rep- 
resent, to  offer  a  fair  compromise — relieve  us  from 
the  overwhelming  pressure  of  the  restriction  of 
the  bill  under  consideration,  and  we  will  cheerfully 
surrender   this  vast   protection  upon  our  cotton, 


and  every  other  which  may  be  supposed  to  faror 
our  agricultural  products.  The  true  meaning, 
however,  of  the  term  (said  Mr.  H.)  in  the  voca- 
bulary of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  of 
protection,  throughout  his  whole  bill,  is  prohibi- 
tion, and  this  the  nation  will  at  last  understand. 

Mr  Trimble,  of  Kentucky,  again  took  the  floor, 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Hamilton.  He  now  understood 
it  to  be  admitted,  that  the  hemp  of  Kentucky,  is, 
on  its  first  trial,  ten  per  cent  stronger  than  the 
hemp  of  Russia — but,  it  was  contended,  became 
weaker  by  use.  In  this  respect,  Mr.  T.  said,  if 
the  fact  were  as  staled,  the  hemp  resembled  some 
arguments  he  had  heard — they  seemed  strong  at 
first,  but  become  weaker  and  weaker  the  more  they 
were  tried.  Mr.  T.  had  some  doubt  of  the  fact 
respecting  the  hemp,  however,  not  believing  that 
there  could  be  any  thing  in  the  climate  of  the  coun- 
try which,  after  producing  the  strongest  hemp, 
should  take  away  its  strength.  Mr.  T.  replied  to 
the  suggestion  of  the  gentleman,  that,  if  this  duty 
on  bagging  were  not  laid,  he  would  be  willing  to 
take  off  the  duty  on  cotton.  If  he  did  that,  Mr. 
T.  said,  he  would  venture  to  say,  that  the  gentle- 
man's constituents  would  take  him  out  of  this 
House,  and  send  somebody  here,  in  his  place,  who 
would  put  the  duty  on  again.  With  regard  to 
the  local  feelings  and  interests,  against  the  influ- 
ence of  which  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
protested  the  other  day,  Mr.  T.  said,  that  no  man 
could  discharge  his  duty  to  the  public  at  large,  if, 
in  making  out  a  tariff  of  duties,  he  did  not  look  to 
local  as  well  as  general  interests.  The  tarifl' can- 
not be  equalized  unless  by  doing  so,  and  it  was 
the  duty  of  a  statesman,  to  look  to  such  consider- 
ations. To  form  an  equitable  tariff,  the  pressure 
must  be  lessened  in  some  places,  and  increased  in 
others,  &,c. — and,  after  all  that  can  be  done  is  done 
for  this  purpose,  a  change  of  nrices  would  still 
make  a  change  of  pressure.  The  amount  of  the 
existing  duty,  Mr.  T.  argued,  had  been  overrated  : 
it  was  but  twenty-six  per  cent,  and  gentlemen 
who  had  made  it  amount  to  more,  had  only  mis- 
taken the  figures  with  which  they  set  out  in  their 
calculation.  The  whole  country  was  interested, 
he  further  contended,  in  encouraging  the  produc- 
tion of  hemp,  it  being  an  article  as  necessary  in 
war  to  the  maintenance  of  the  navy  as  the  hulls 
or  any  other  parts  of  the  ships  composing  it.  Mr. 
T.  here  entered  into  a  calculation  which,  he  said, 
would  show  what  the  mighty  burden  of  this  tax 
on  the  cotton  planters  amounted  to.  The  price 
of  cotton,  he  said,  is  higher  than  that  of  bagging 
and  bale  rope  ;  but,  in  selling  cotton,  the  bagging 
and  bale-rope  are  all  weighed  and  sold  as  cotton. 
Cost  what  it  may,  it  brings  to  the  grower  the 
price  of  cotton,  and  is,  in  point  of  fact  cotton,  to 
him.  Five  yards  of  bagging  are  sufficient  for  a 
bale  of  cotton,  weighing  about  two  and  a  half 
pounds  eachyard  ;  add  to  this  six  pounds  of  bale- 
rope,  and  there  is  a  total  of  something  like  twenty 
pounds  weight.  Say  that  the  cotton  sells  for 
twenty-five  cents — and  in  his  country  they  never 
got  it  for  less,  though  they  used  it  of  rather  inferior 
quality — multiply  the  weight  of  bagging,  &c.,  by 
the  price  of  the  cotton,  and  it  would  be  seen  that 
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the  cotton  planters  make,  upon  every  bale  of  cot- 
ton, three  dollars  clear !  That  is,  upon  every  boll 
of  bagging  which  they  use,  they  actually  make  a 
clear  profit  of  twenty  dollars.  There  could,  there- 
fore, be,  and  there  actually  was,  no  cause  of  com- 
Elaint  on  the  part  of  the  cotton  planters.  Mr.  T. 
ere  took  a  comparative  review  of  the  progress  of 
the  duties  on  the  importation  of  hemp,  and  of  tarred 
and  untarred  cordage.  Beginning  at  the  year 
1785,  when  the  duty  on  hemp  began  at  sixty  cents 
per  112  pounds,  and  on  cables,  tarred  and  untarred, 
at  seventy-five  and  ninety  cent::,  he  came  down 
to  the  present  time,  when  the  duty  on  tarred  cord- 
age is  three  cents  per  pound,  and  that  on  untarred 
cordage  is  four  cents  per  pound.  All  the  protec- 
tion hitherto  given  by  law,  Mr.  T.  went  on  to 
argue,  had  been  tide-water  protection.  Of  this  he 
did  not  complain.  All  that  he  asked  was,  that 
some  little  protection  should  be  extended  to  the 
industry  and  capacity  for  production  of  other  parts 
of  the  country.  With  reference  to  the  duties  on 
sugar,  rice,  and  cotton,  imported,  whether  they 
■were  intended  to  protect  the  home  manufacture  of 
those  articles,  was,  Mr.  T.  argued,  of  no  import- 
ance. The  matter  of  fact  is,  that  they  do  encour- 
age it— and  the  fact  is  all  that  is  material.  The 
whole  people  of  the  United  States  are  taxed  to 
protect  the  sugar  grower,  the  cotton  planter,  the 
rice  grower, and  the  indigo  maker;  and  he  mi^ht 
go  further,  and  he  considered  it  no  more  than  fair 
and  just  that  some  little  protection  should  be  given 
to  the  staples  of  other  parts  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Brent,  of  Louisiana,  rose  to  correct  a  part 
of  the  calculation  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky. 
As  to  the  cotton  consumed  within  the  United 
States,  it  is  true,  that  the  bag  is  sold  with  the  cot- 
ton. But  the  amount  consumed  in  the  United 
States  is  but  forty  thousand  bales,  while  the  quan- 
tity exported  amounts  to  six  hundred  thousand 
bales.  In  the  foreign  market  the  bagging  is  not 
weighed.  The  merchant  pays  for  the couon  alone, 
deducting  the  bagging.  The  gentleman,  therefore, 
would  get  nothing  by  this  argument.  The  duty 
on  foreign  sugars,  Mr.  B.  said,  could  have  no 
weight  in  this  discussion.  The  very  reasons  on 
which  the  gentleman  supported  an  increase  of 
the  duty  on  hemp,  would  justify  a  proposition 
for  a  prohibitory  duty  on  sugar;  for  the  fact  was, 
that  the  State  of  Louisiana  alone,  was  capable  of 
producing  more  sugar  than  can  be  consumed 
within  the  limits  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  McKi.M,  of  Maryland,  went  into  a  calcu- 
lation to  show  that  the  duty  of  six  cents  per  square 
yard  was  not  all  that  was'  laid  by  the  bill  in  the 
article  of  cotton  bagging,  because  the  width  of 
the  bagging  being  forty-two  inches  instead  of 
thirty-six  inches,  the  overplus  in  width  made  the 
duty  on  the  running  yard  amount  to  seven  cents; 
and  the  third  section  of  the  bill  laid  on  all  goods, 
for  which  bounty  was  paid  by  a  foreign  country,  a 
duty  equal  m  amount  to  such  bounty;  and  by  the 
laws  of  Great  Britain,  a  bounty  equal  to  about 
three  cents  the  running  yard  was  given  to  the 
manufacturers  of  this  article— the  bill,  therefore, 
laid  a  countervailing  duty  of  this  amount,  which, 
added  to  the  former  seven  cents,  made  the  total 


duty  per  running  yard  laid  by  this  bill  on  the  ar- 
ticle of  bagging,  amount  to  ten  cents,  instead  of 

six.     So  he  understood  the  operation  of  the  bill 

and  he  applied  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Manufactures  to  explain. 

Mr.  Tod.  in  reply,  said,  that  the  fact  of  a  bounty 
being  laid  by  Britain  on  the  article  was  one  of 
the  strongest  arguments  to  show  the  propriety  of 
our  protecting  it.  He  disavowed  any  intention 
on  the  part  of  the  committee,  to  make  the  total  duty 
more  than  six  cents — and  said  that,  if  the  gentle- 
man from  Maryland  would  move  any  amendment 
producing  that  result,  it  should   have  his  assent. 

Mr.  Cobb,  of  Georgia,  said  that  the  object  of 
this  duty  was  distinctly  avowed  :  it  was  not  to 
protect  manufactures  that  existed,  but  to  assist  in 
bringing  them  into  existence,  and  the  price  of 
doing  so  was  to  be  laid  on  all  the  cotton-growing 
States.  But,  if  Russia  could  raise  and  export 
hemp  to  Scotland,  and  they  could  manufacture 
and  export  it  to  this  country,  and,  after  all  charges, 
could  undersell  Kentucky,  with  all  its  advantages 
of  hemp  land,  it  was  certainly  not  owing  to  a 
want  of  protection,  but  a  want  of  skill  or  proper 
management.  Mr.  C.  then  stated,  from  personal 
knowledge,  the  average  amount  of  bagging  re- 
quired by  a  round  bale  to  be  from  five  to  tive  and 
a  half  yards,  and  the  average  price  of  imported 
bagging  to  be  thirty-five  cent.s,  making  the  amount 
of  bagging  on  a  bale  amount  to  one  dollar  and 
seventy-five  cents.  But  the  bagging,  though  sold 
with  the  bale,  did  not  bring  the  first  cost,  and  there 
w^as,  besides,  by  custom,  a  deduction  of  two  pound.s, 
for  which  nothina  was  paid.  The  weight  of 
bagging  on  a  bale  was  about  ten  pounds;  so  that 
eight  pounds  only  was  paid  for,  and  this  at  about 
fourteen  cents.  But,  if  such  was  the  case  now, 
what  would  it  be  if  this  bill  should  pass?  The 
operation  of  it  would  be  to  impose,  for  the  benefit 
of  Kentucky  and  Ohio,  a  tax  on  all  the  cotton- 
growing  States  of  not  less  than  .'{i;300,000  a  year. 
Sir.  C.  then  went  into  an  argument  to  show  (in 
answer  to  Mr.  Marvin)  that  the  cotton  grower 
was  the  real  consumer  of  the  article.  Its  price 
regularly  increased  till  it  got  to  his  hands,  and  as 
regularly  decreased  till  it  got  to  the  manufacturer, 
who  would  allow  little  or  nothing  for  it. 

Mr.  C.  repeated  the  offer  to  give  up  the  protect- 
ing duty  of  three  cents  per  pound  on  cotton,  if 
gentlemen  would  give  up  the  duty  on  bagging. 
To  which  he  added  a  further  pledge  that  the  duty 
which  was  urged  to  be  a  bounty  on  sugar,  should 
also  be  surrendered,  if  they  might  only  escape  this 
(he  had  almost  said,)  cursed  tariff.  He  put  a 
case,  of  two  tradesmen,  a  saddler  and  a  hatter, 
who  had  equal  capital,  but  unequal  business  ;  and 
asked,  what  would  be  thought  of  a  Government 
that  would  tax  the  one  to  pay  it  to  the  other,  in 
order  to  fqnalict  their  condition  ?  This,  he  said, 
was  in  substance,  what  was  now  proposed  to  be 
done  between  different  sections  of  the  Union. 
And  he  ended,  by  intimating,  that,  although  the 
peofjie  of  the  South  were  orderly  and  submissive 
to  the  authority  of  their  Government,  there  might 
be  a  point,  to  which,  if  prohibitions  should  be 
pushed,  they  would  be  resisted. 
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Mr.  Cook  combatted  the  justice  of  the  objection 
of  the  gentleman  last  up  to  the  principle  of  the 
bill.  If  two  sections  of  country  enjoyed,  by 
nature,  um^ual  advantages,  and  legislation  inter- 
fered in  aid  of  that  which  had  the  greater,  it  ought 
certainly  not  to  refuse  to  aid,  in  an  equal  degree, 
that  which  had  the  lesser  advantages.  He  said 
that  the  protecting  duty  on  cotton  had  encouraged 
the  cultivation  of  that  article  until  from  nothing 
it  had  arisen  to  such  a  height,  as  not  only  to  sup- 
Dly  the  entire  demand  of  the  whole  United  Stales, 
but  to  export  double  the  amount  consumed  in  the 
country.  It  was  not  very  surprising  that  now, 
after  having  been  placed  upon  a  solid  foundation 
by  the  bounty,  the  cotton  growers  should  be 
willing  to  give  it  up— they  could  afford  to  do  so. 
And  nothing  could  be  a  greater  proof  that  the  duty 
was  a  direct  premium  than  the  very  offer  with 
so  much  readiness  to  relinquish  it.  Mr.  C.  then 
stated  the  total  amount  of  cotton  raised  annually 
in  the  Southern  States,  the  bounty  on  which,  at 
three  cents  per  pound  is  §950,000,  which  sum  was 
paid  to  the  growers  by  the  consumers.  Now  the 
whole  duty  jiroposed  by  this  bill  to  be  laid  on 
t>ag?'ng.  would  amount  only  to  8^6,000.  So  that, 
while  the  other  States  paid  the  cotton-growing 
States  §950,000,  all  they  asked  in  return  was,  that 
those  States  should  pay  SGG,000.  The  cotton  too, 
consumed  in  the  United  States,  was  used  by  the 
poor,  in  the  form  of  coarse  cottons.  And  the 
growers  of  hemp  too,  though  respectable,  as  well 
as  a  part  of  the  /eomanry  of  the  country,  might 
be  classed  in  general  among  the  comparatively 
poor.  The  proposed  duty,  therefore,  •  would  be 
paid  by  the  rich  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor. 

Mr.  GuHLEY,  of  Louisiana,  said,  that  the  bill 
was  professedly  brought  in  to  protect,  not  only  the 
manufactures,  but  the  agriculture  of  the  country; 
but  if  this  was  the  kind  of  protection  intended,  he 
thought  it  was  of  an  extraordinary  kind  ;  and  the 
severest  dispensations  of  Providence,  in  the  form 
of  bad  crops  and  unfavorable  seasons,  were  not  to 
be  compared  with  the  severer  which  threatened 
the  Southern  agriculturists  from  the  bill  upon  the 
table.  In  reply  to  what  had  yesterday  fallen  from 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Trimble,) 
he  would  remark  that  he  returned  to  that  gentle- 
man, and  his  constituents,  his  hearty  thanks  for 
their  protection  and  patriotism,  as  displayed  in 
1815— but  he  must  say,  should  the  bill  pass,  their 
protection  and  their  patriotism  would  prove  to 
have  been  to  little  purpose — they  would  take  back 
(and  he  must  be  allowed  to  say,  with  usurious  in- 
terest,) all  the  benefit  they  had  bestowed. 

The  gentleman  from  Illinois  had  remarked  that 
figures  could  not  lie  :  he  would,  therefore,  show 
by  figures  what  would  be  the  operation  of  the 
bill  on  the  agriculturists  of  the  cotton-growing 
country.  By  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  in  1822,  it  appeared  that  there  was 
raised  that  year  in  the  United  States  144,000,000 
lbs.  of  cotton,  which,  when  made  into  bales, 
weighing  on  an  average  about  300  lbs.  a  piece, 
would  make  522,829  bales.  The  bale  required  on 
an  average  seven  square  yards  of  bagging,  which 
would  give  3,657,803  yards  necessary  for  baling. 


By  the  tariff  of  1816,  a  duty  was  allowed  on  this 
of  three  cents  a  yard,  producing  an  amount  of 
S109,734  09.  Might  he  not  ask  if  this  was  not 
sufficient  ?  But,  if  the  bill  should  pass,  the  duty 
(which  ought  fairly  to  have  been  avowed  as 
amounting  to  ten  cents  a  yard)  would  amount  to 
§240,468.  God  save  me,  said  Mr.  G.,  from  such 
protection  as  this !  But  this  manufacture  is  al- 
ready protected  to  the  amount  of  twenty-five  per 
cent. ;  and  a  manufacture  that  could  not  stand 
with  such  a  protection  was  not  worthy  of  being 
upheld.  The  protection  now  proposed  would  in- 
stead of  twenty-five,  be  sixty-three  per  cent!  ad 
valorem.  Mr.  G.  concluded  with  a  general  re- 
mark, that  there  never  was  a  bill  presented  to  the 
House  which  was  likely  to  produce  such  extensive 
eflects  on  the  future  condition  of  the  country  as 
this.  ' 

Mr.  Sandford,  of  Tennessee,  was  opposed  to 
the  duly,  as  diminishing  the  revenue,  on  the  im- 
portance of  which  to  the  support  of  Government 
he  made  a  few  observations.  This  article  of  bag- 
ging had  produced,  heretofore,  an  amount  in  rev- 
enue of  $100,000,  which  would  be  lost  if  a  duty 
was  laid  amounting  to  a  prohibition.  The  agri- 
cultural, mechanical,  manufacturing,  and  com- 
mercial classes,  were  all  united  by  reciprocal  ties 
It  one  duty  was  laid  for  one  of  them,  and  another 
for  another,  we  should  go  on  until  the  whole  rev- 
enue was  swept  away  ;  and  who  was  prepared  to 
go  home  to  his  constituents  and  tell  ihera  he  had 
so  legislated  away  the  revenue,  and  now  resort 
must  be  had  to  direct  taxes  ?  The  manufacturers 
of  Kentucky,  on  a  late  occasion,  in  which  the 
drought  obstructed  communication,  had  raised 
the  price  of  bagging  to  45,  50,  and  even  60  cents 
a  yard,  though  they  afterwards  carried  the  same 
goods  to  New  Orleans  and  sold  it  at  25  cents. 
This  led  the  cotton  growers  to  make  split  mats 
for  covering  their  cotton,  and  to  fabricate  ropes 
out  of  white  oak  bark  instead  of  hemp,  or  bind  up 
their  bales  with  split  hoops.  He  mentioned  this 
as  a  hint  to  gentlemen  not  to  go  too  far  in  laying 
duties  on  bagging.  The  public  debt  was  stated 
to  be  ninety  millions;  he  feared,  as  matters  were 
going,  we  should  not  raise,  by  revenue,  one  million 
next  year. 

Mr.  Buchanan  said  that  much  embarrassment 
had  arisen  from  uncertainty  in  the  amount  per 
cent,  to  which  the  bill  contemplated  to  raise  the 
present  duty  on  bagging.  Some  gentlemen  stated 
It  to  be  25  per  cent.,  others  30,  others  80,  others 
again,  over  100.  He  said  he  was  favorable  to  the 
cause  of  manufactures,  and  thought  it  ought  to  be 
protected  ;  but  not  by  going  faster  than  the  growth 
of  manufactures  would  warrant.  He  thought  as 
the  farmers  of  the  West  had  no  market  for  their 
gram,  that  their  hemp  ought  to  be  brou<rht  into 
lair  competition  with  that  of  foreigners  ;  This  was 
a^  far  as  he  would  go.  He  was  willing,  on  the 
article  now  under  consideration,  to  vote  lor  a  duty 
of  10  instead  of  20  per  cent,  additional.  He  was 
informed  that  4^  cents  per  s(juare  yard  would  be 
equal  to  a  total  duty  of  30  per  cent.,  and  this  he 
should  nriove,  if  the  present  duty  was  not  carried 

Mr.  Too  said  thai  if  ihegenilemau  from  Pena- 
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sylrania  voted  throughout  on  this  principle,  he 
must  vote  against  the  whole  bill.  The  duty  it 
proposed  on  woollens  was  60,  and  that  on  cottons 


its  provisions  had  now  been  attacked  from  so  un- 
expected a  quarter,  that  he  should  hold  himself 
culpable   if  he   refused    to   answer.     He  would, 


more  than  150  per  cent.  And  as  to  the  duty  now  i  therefore, say  to  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
under  consideration,  it  amounted  already  to  80  or  j  that,  if  this  article  would  not  bear  the  duty  pro- 
100  per  cent,  by  the  tariff  of  1816;  if  the  gentle-  !  posed  to  be  laid  upon  it,  there  was  not  an  article 
man  wished  to  have  it  30,  he  must  move  for  a  re-  !  in  the  bill  that  would. 

peal  of  the  laws  now  existing.  Six  cents  was  the  The  great  articles  which  it  was  proposed  to 
very  sum  recommended  by  the  Secretary  of  the  I  protect,  were  cotton,  wool,  hemp,  and  iron — but 
Treasury.  The  duty  on  cotton  had  raised  it  from  !  if  the  country  could  manufacture  any  article  what- 
nothing  to  a  production  of  §24,000,000  in  value  in  j  ever,  that  article  certainly  was  cotton  bagging. 
1822,  and,  though  last  year  it  was  something  less,  ^  Having  a  personal  acquaintance  with  the  mode 
in  weight,  it  was  larger  in  the  amount  of  value,  j  of  its  manufacture,  he  begged  to  state  a  few  of 
The  grain-growing  States  having  grain  which  the  the  facts  respecting  it  to  the  House.  The  build- 
English  will  not  buy,  ask,  in  this  bill,  a  protecting  '  ings  in  which  it  was  conducted  were  of  the  slight- 
duty  jf  70  or  80  per  ceni. ;  and  all  the  cotton  'est  and  cheapest  kind,  much  resembling  rope- 
growers  object  to  it,  because  it  may,  by  possibili-  '  walk^;  the  hands  employed  in  spinning  were,  for 
ly,  bear  hard  on  them  ;  but  the  probability  was  j  the  most  part,  small  negro  boys,  and  a  few  negro 
directly  the  reverse.  Navigation  had  been  pro-  i  girls.  Tne  weavers  are  all  either  negroes  or 
tected,  and  the  price  of  it  had  fallen,  instead  of  \  common  laborers ;  and  such  is  the  facility  with 
rising;  coarse  cottons  had  been  protected,  and  the  |  which  the  manufacture  can  be  extended,  that,  if 


consequence  was  the  same  ;  and  so  it  would  prove 
with  cotton  bagging.  This  was  not  theory, l)ut 
fact  and  experiment.  But  supposing  that  for  one 
year  they  should  pay  a  little  higher,  was  not  this 


the  bill  shall  pass,  I  am  willing  to  pledge  myself, 
said  Mr.  C,  in  any  form,  that,  within  twelve 
months,  twenty  millions  of  yards  can  be  produced, 
and  almost  without  a  special  effort.  I  am  well  ac- 


better  than  dependence  ?  Had  they  forgotten  the  quainted  with  the  article,  and  it  is  one  which,  of 
last  war,  and  what  they  had  to  pay,  in  conse-  I  all  others,  I  should  select  to  illustrate  the  pro- 
quence  of  having  depended  on  foreigners  ?  '  priety  of  the  principles  of  the  present  bill.     Who 

Mr.  Rankin  then  went  into  a  statement,  to  '  are  our  competitors  in  tlie  manufacture  ?  The 
show,  on  the  same  ground  with  Mr.  McKi.m,  that  i  weavers  of  Inverness  and  Dundee,  two  small 
the  real  duty  paid  would  be  ten  cents,  and  not  six.  I  towns  in  Scotland;  before  the  var  they  had  the 
Besides  which,  by  the  act  of  March  1,  1923,  there  '  entire  monopoly  of  this  article.  During  the  war, 
is  an  additional  duty  of  ten  per  cent,  to  be  paid  a  portion  of  our  domestic  labor  was  directed  to 
when  the  article  enters  the  United  States.  j  this  article,  and,  as  might  be  expected,  the  manu- 

Mr.  Tod  rose  to  correct  this  statement.  The  '  facture  being  in  its  infancy,  the  prices  first  dc- 
10  per  cent,  in  that  act,  was  only  10  per  cent,  on  !  manded  were  very  high — after  the  close  of  the 

war,  the  factories  still  continued — but,  in  a  lan- 
guishing condition,  till  by  the  joint  competition  of 
the  American  and  the  Scotch  manufactures,  they 
were  completely  prostrated.     \o  sooner  was  this 


the  amount  of  duly;  and  even  this  was  taken  off, 
as  respects  England  and  most  other  countries. 

Mr.  Rankin  then  resumed  his  calculation  ;  the 
result  of  which  went  to  show  that  the  duty  would 


amount  to  70  per  cent.;  and  that  the  State  of  i  effected,  than  immediately  the  price  was  raised 
Mississippi  alone  would  have  to  pay  825,000  of !  upon  the  cotton  grower ;  and  the  extra  price  then 
it.  The  protecting  duty  on  cotton,  he  also  argued,  '  paid  would  be  more  than  equal  to  ten  years  pro- 
was  no  equivalent.  '  tection  of  our  own  fabric.  What  is  it,  on  the 
Mr.  Buchanan  replied  to  Mr.  Too,  and  said  he  !  general  principles  of  political  economy,  that  se- 
was  sorry  the  gentleman  was  willing  to  risk,  as  cures  an  abundant  supply  of  any  article  made,  and 
he  said,  the  whole  bill  on  such  a  desperate  hazard  }  il^  good  quality?  It  is  competition.  And  the 
as  the  passing  of  this  duty — a  ^ty,  he  was  pre-  real  question  now  before  Congress  is,  whether 
pared  to  show,  greater  than  that  on  any  other  ar-  I  these  men  of  Inverness  and  Dundee  shall  con- 


ticle  in  the  whole  bill.  He  approved  the  duty  on 
hemp,  and  was  willing  to  make  that  on  bagging 
equal  to  it.  He  thought  the  projwsed  duty  out  of 
proportion,  and  much  greater  than  needful.  He 
censured  the  implied  threats  of  resistance  thrown 
out  by  a  gentleman  from  Georgia.  Such  lan- 
guage tended  to  disunion,  and  ought  to  be  re- 
pressed. Yet  he  believed  that  Congress  might  go 
so  far  (in  proposing,  for  instance,  a  direct  land 
tax  for  the  support  of  manufactures)  that  the  peo- 
ple would  rise  in  their  majesty,  and  overwhelm 


tinue  to  have  the  monopoly,  or  whether  there 
shall  be  an  American  competition  to  counteract 
them  ?  The  gentlemen  ask,  what  is  to  hinder 
the  competition  at  present  ?  Why  cannot  we  now 
make  liie  article?  I  reply  to  them — that  it  is  only 
for  want  of  a  certain  and  a  steady  market,  guard- 
ed against  the  sudden  influx  of  goods  sent  into  it 
from  abroad  for  the  very  purpose  of  prostrating 
our  manufactures.  The  Scutch  merchant  reasons 
in  this  way — if  I  can,  by  selling  my  goods  for  one 
year  at  half  or  a  quarter  of  their  value,  or  by 


the  act,  factories,  and  all.     By  going  too  far,  gen-    throwing  them  away  altogether,  secure  a  monop- 
tlemen^nly  incurred  the  danger  of  reaction.  !  oly  of  those  goods  for  ten  or  for  twenty  years,  I 


Mr.  Clay  then  rose  and  said  that  it  had  not 
been  his  intention  to  engage  in  any  discussion  on 
the  details  of  the  bill ;  but  this  was  one  in  which 
his  own  district  was  so  specially  interested,  and 


shall,  on  the  whole,  be  a  gainer.  But,  if  it  is 
asked,  how  a  sudden  intlux  at  a  low  price  can  so 
soon  destroy  the  American  manufacturer  ?  the 
answer  is  not  difficult.     It  is  to  be  found  not  only 
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in  his  comparatively  small  capital,  but  in  the 
character  of  our  people,  which  has  in  it  a  mixture 
of  impatience  with  its  activity.  They  soon  be- 
come disgusted  and  discouraged  with  a  business 
that  is  not  immediately  productive;  and,  in  this 
particular  manufacture,  the  persons  emploved  are 
so  easily  turned  to  some  other  branch  of  industry, 
that,  unless  a  steady  market  is  secured,  the  estab- 
lishments can  have  no  permanency  or  success. 
But,  from  my  knowledge  of  this  manufacture,  I 
now  assert,  allowing  the  present  average  price  to 
be  thirty  cents,  that  if  the  pro{)osed  encourage- 
ment is  given,  in  less  than  twelve  months  the 
American  will  be  furnished  at  a  lower  rate  than 
the  Scotch  article. 

Something  was  said  about  the  nature  of  the 
American  hemp.  It  is  true,  that  a  large  portion 
of  that  now  raised  is  dew-roiied — but,  in  the  State 
of  New  York,  and  other  parts  of  the  Union,  as 
well  as  in  Kentucky  and  Ohio,  much  is  also  water- 
rotted.  And  there  is  not  a  doubt,  that,  if  protec- 
tion be  given,  enough  could  be  obtained  for  all 
uses,  both  maritime  and  manufacturin?.  The 
quantity  required  was  not  so  very  great— a  yard 
of  bagging  weighs  only  a  pound  and  an  half  So 
that,  allowing:  four  millions  of  yards  to  be  made, 
only  six  millions  of  pounds  weight  of  hemp  is 
needed.  But  there  is  another  improvement  lately 
discovered  in  the  preparation  of  it,  by  which  the 
necessity  of  both  dew-rotting  and  water-rotting  is 
completely  done  away  with — and  that  is,  by  suf- 
fering it  to  remain  one  year  in  stack;  a  process 
lakes  place  which  renders  the  hemp,  at  least  in 
texture  and  appearance,  equal  to  any  of  the  Rus- 
sian. Besides  all  which,  late  improvements  have 
been  introduced  into  the  dressing,  which  supersede 
either  rotting  or  stacking. 

Mr.  C.  then  went  into  a  calculation  to  show 
that  the  estimate  of  the  rate  per  cent,  stated  by 
some  of  the  gentlemen  in  opposition,  was  in- 
correct. 

But  what,  sir,  is  the  principle  on  which  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  means  to  go?  He 
will  protect  our  manufactures  as  soon  as  we  are 
able  without  protection  to  go  on  with  the  manu- 
facture. Sir,  protection  comes  first  in  the  order 
of  nature;  it  is  while  a  thing  is  in  feeble  infancy 
that  It  needs  protection.  If  the  gentleman  is  go- 
ing to  wait  till  the  American  manufactures,  op- 
erated against  by  the  legislation  of  the  universe, 
opposed  by  foreign  Governments,  resisted  by  for- 
eign capital,  combined  against  by  foreign  compa- 
nies, and  towns,  and  cities,  in  every  part  of  Eu- 
rope— shall,  unaided,  attain  to  strength  and  vigor 
belbre  he  will  protect  them,  he  will  never  have 
the  opportunity,  or,  if  he  have,  his  protection  will 
be  as  thankless  as  it  will  then  be  unnecessary. 
Sir,  It  not  only  can  happen,  but  it  has  happened — 
Dundee  and  Inverness  have  driven  America  off 
the  field.  They  prostrated  us  in  1816  and  1817, 
and  they  had  the  undisputed  monopoly  of  our 
whole  market  till  1822,  and  they  knew  how  to  use 
It  too. 

But  this  may  happen  even  where  there  is  no 
hostile  design  against  our  establishments.  The 
market   failing    him   in   Europe,   the   European 


manufacturer  finds  an  accumulation  of  goods  up- 
on his  hands;  and  this  is  the  market  in  which  he 
has  the  best  chance  to  dispose  of  them  ;  he  pours 
them  into  our  auction  rooms,  and  the  effect  is  just 
as  baneful  as  if  it  were  done  out  of  the  most  de- 
termined hostility.  Gentlemen  seem  to  wish  this 
state  of  things  to  continue — they  would  leave  the 
monopoly  where  it  is — leave  us  dependent  on  a 
little  Scotch  town.  We,  sir,  wish  to  destroy  that 
dependence  by  setting  up  an  American  competi- 
tion. 

Mr.  C.  here  referred  to  a  letter  from  a  person 
of  competent  information  at  Lexington,  which 
stated,  on  the  revival  of  manufactures,  in  1822,  a 
million  of  yards  of  bagging  had  been  made  there, 
and  had  reduced  the  Scotch  price  from  thirty  to 
twenty  cents. 

Mr.  Owen  attributed  inconsistency  to  gentleraea 
who  first  deprecated  sectional  feelings  and  sec- 
tional discussions,  and  then  immediately  referred 
to  their  own  State  and  district.  He  accused  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Manufactures  of 
some  want  of  candor  in  evading  the  objection  of 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland  ;  he  ought  to  have 
declared  at  once  what  would  be  the  operation  of 
the  bill.  Mr.  O.  then  recapitulated  the  statement, 
which  went  to  make  the  duty  ten  cents,  and  sixty 
per  cent.,  which  he  reduced  to  a  rule-of  three  state- 
ment— if  three  cents  give  twenty  per  cent.,  what 
will  ten  cents  give?  He  summed  up  the  policy 
of  the  bill  as  amounting  to  this,  that  the  East  and 
the  West  must  co-operate,  and  the  South  must 
submit  and  contribute.  He  reprobated  this  policy, 
as  not  calculated  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole 
Union.  He  said  it  was  a  mere  calculation  of 
shillings  and  pence.  The  manufacturers  in  one 
district  said  to  each  other,  we  have  got  such  and 
such  a  capital.  If  we  can  levy  a  contribution  oa 
the  other  States,  we  may  get  so  much  added  to  it, 
and  this  will  enable  us  to  get  more  still.  He 
could  not  believe  that  a  majority  of  the  people  of 
the  United  States  were  disposed  to  favor  capital 
vested  in  money  at  a  sacrifice  of  that  which  was 
vested  in  labor. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McDcffie,  the  Committee 
rose,  and,  having  obtained  leave  to  sit  again,  the 
House  adjourned. 


Tuesday,  February  17. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  of  the  22d  of  January 
ultimo,  in  relation  to  the  loss  of  a  sum  of  money 
by  the  Receiver  of  the  Land  Office  at  Vandalia, 
in  the  State  of  Illinois,  by  the  robbery  of  the  bank 
at  that  place,  made  a  report  adverse  to  granting 
any  relief  to  the  said  Receiver  on  account  of  the 
loss  aforesaid  ;  which  report  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  samecoramittee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  Sen- 
ate to  the  bill  of  this  House,  entitled  "An  act  to 
extend  the  time  limited  for  the  settlement  of  pri- 
vate land  claims  in  the  Territory  of  Florida," 
reported  the  agreement  of  the  committee  to  the 
said  amendments,  with  an  amendment,  and  the 
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bill  aod  amendments  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Webster,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  giving  the  consent  and 
sanction  of  Congress  to  a  certain  act  ot  the  Legis- 
lative Council  of  the  Territory  of  Florida  ;  which 
bill  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  read  a  third  time  on  Friday  next. 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  J.  Ottrarnare  ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  McLane,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elijah  Van  Syckel ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  McLane,  from  the  same  committee,  also 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Desobry  ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  McKiM,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
a  bill  to  extend  the  right  of  deposite  in  public  or 
other  storehouses,  on  certain  conditions,  and  with 
certain  privileges,  to  other  goods  besides  wines, 
teas,  and  distilled  spirits;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Cady,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Jonas  Dun- 
can, accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which 
bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Andrew  Stevenson,  by  leave  of  the 
House,  presented  a  memorial  and  remonstrance 
of  sundry  merchants  and  other  citizens  of  Rich- 
mond and  Manchester,  against  the  alteration  in 
the  tariff  of  duties,  as  contemplated  by  the  bill 
now  pending  before  this  House,  to  amend  the 
several  acts  imposing  daiies  on  imports. 

The  resolution  yesterday  offered  by  Mr.  To.m- 
LIN80N,  in  relation  to  the  execution  of  a  resolu- 
tion for  erecting  a  tomb  to  General  Wooster,  was 
taken  up,  and  agreed  to. 

The  resolution  yesterday  offered  by  Mr.  Storrs, 
calling  for  information  relative  to  the  affairs  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  was  taken  up  and 
agreed  to. 

The  resolution  offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  Whit- 
tlesey, respecting  the  expenditure  of  appropria- 
tions for  procuring  timber  for  the  Navy,  was 
taken  up. 

In  support  of  this  re>olution,  Mr.  Whittlesey 
called  the  attention  of  the  Hou>e  to  the  several 
acts  providing  for  the  permanent  increase  of  the 
Navy.  No  late  report  had  been  made  to  the  House 
ol  the  amount  of  expenditures  under  these  acts, 
and  what  he  wished  to  ascertain  was,  what  por- 
tion of  those  appropriations  remain  unexpended, 
in  order  to  be  able  to  decide  whether  a  portion  of 
those  unexpended  appropriations,  if  any,  could 
not  be  diverted  to  defray  the  cost  of  building  the 
sloops  of  war,  for  providing  which  a  bilfhas 
come  to  this  House  from  the  Senate. 
The  re>olution  was  then  a^^reed  to. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  providing,  by  law,  for  hold- 


ing an  extra  session  of  the  district  and  circuit 
courts,  in  the  State  of  Ohio. 

The  resolution  laid  on  the  table  yesterday,  by 
Mr.  Wright,  was  taken  up,  read,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

The  House  then  again  went  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  (Mr.  Condict  in  the  Chair,)  on  the 
bill  to  amend  the  several  acts  respecting  duties  on 
imports. 

The  question  pending  from  the  last  day  of  sit- 
ting, being  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Bhent  to  strike 
out  the  clause  imposing  a  duty  of  six  cents  per 
square  yard  ou  cotton  bagging  imported 

Mr.  McDufkie  commenced  a  speech  of  half  an 
hour,  in  favor  of  striking  out  this  clause  of  the  bill, 
by  stating  the  grave  and  solemn   feelings  with 
which   this   discussion    impressed    him,   however 
slight   the  subject   might,  at   first   view,  appear. 
Hf  perfectly  agreed,  he  said,  with  the  honorable 
Speaker,  that,  in  the  legislation   of  this  country, 
the  most  scrupulous  regard  should  be   had   to  the 
general  harmony ;   but  he  put  it   to  the  Speaker 
whether  it  was  not  the  introduction  of  such  a  bill 
which  was  like  to  disturb  that  harmony,  rather 
than  its  discussion,  &c.    By  the  course  of  this  dis- 
cussion, said  Mr.  McD.,  we  are  admonished   that 
this  subject  does  not  belong;  to  the  Government  of 
the  United  Slates.     What  is  the  question   before 
us  ?     It  is  not  a  question   for  providing  for  the 
common  defence  and  general  welfare,  or  for  main- 
taining the  independence  of  the  country.    It  is  not 
a  question  which  is  urged   upon   us  on   national 
grounds  at  all,  but  it   is  a  question   distinctly  ar- 
raying against  each  other  the  interests  of  two  dif- 
ferent sections  of  the  Confederacy.     All  the  argu- 
ments by  which  the  proposed  duty  is  .supported 
have  been,  therefore,  and  necessarily  must   be,  ot 
a  sectional  character.     When  gentlemen  are  at- 
tempting, by  legislation,  to  affect  the  interests  of 
two  sections  of  the  Union  relatively  to  each. other, 
how  can  they  throw  upon  us  the  res|)onsibility  of 
that  feelinz   which   the  discussion  may  excite? 
But,  Mr.  \lcD.  said,  however  he  might  feel  on 
the  occasion,  he  would  not  permit  his  feelings  to 
enter  into  the  discussion.     He  should  appeal  to 
the  judgment,  candor,  and  liberality  of  the  Com- 
niilieej  and,  if  the  impolicy  of  the  proposed  tax 
could  not  be  sustained  by  argument,  on  that  ap- 
peal, he  would  abandon  altogether  his  opiwsition 
to  it. 

Adverting  to  the  suggestion  that  the  culture  of 
cotton  has  been  brought  into  existence  and  sus- 
tained by  protecting  duties,  Mr.  McD.  said,  with 
whatever  pleasure  he  listened  to  the  arguments  of 
gentlemen,  and  their  statements  of  facts,  his  pa- 
tience almost  forsook  him  when  this  stranee  posi- 
tion was  attempted  to  be  maintained.  To  tell 
him  that  the  culture  of  cotton  ever  had  been  pro- 
tected by  the  legislation  ol  the  Government,  was 
to  insult  his  understanding.  Estimating  the  aver- 
age value  of  ciKton,  where  it  is  grown,  at  twenty- 
five  cents,  the  duty  on  the  importation  of  foreign 
cotton  being  three  cents  per  |)ound,  was  in  fact 
only  twelve  and  a  half  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  less 
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than  the  average  duty  laid  on  all  other  objects  for 
the  purposes  of  revenue  alone,  and  could  itierefore 
not  be  regarded,  either  in  intention  or  in  fact,  as  a 
protecting  duty.  The  fact  was,  that,  from  the 
moment  its  culture  sprung  into  existence  in  this 
country,  it  had  defied  all  competition — there  never 
had  been  a  moment  in  which  it  would  not  have 
defied  competition  with  the  cotton  of  any  country 
on  earth.  Was  cotton  raised,  in  the  beginning, 
for  the  use  of  our  own  manufactories,  or  for  any 
purpose  in  which  foreign  cotton  could  come  in 
competition  with  it  within  the  United  States? 
No.  From  the  beginning  it  had  been  raised  for 
exportation.  The  duty  did  not  operate  u{>on  the 
culture  of  cotton  any  more  effectually  than  if  it 
did  not  exist.  A  bounty  on  exportation  only  could 
afford  any  protection  to  the  cultivation  of  it,  and 
he  concluded  this  part  of  his  observations,  by  re- 
peating that  the  cotton  of  the  country  never  has 
Deen  protected. 

But,  Mr.  McD.  continued,  the  Speaker  had  laid 
down  a  principle  in  respect  to  the  manufacture  of 
cotton  bagging  which,  in  his  view,  established  the 
impolicy  of  protecting  this  article,  viz:  that  it  re- 
quired but  simple  and  unexpeusive  machinery, 
and  that  establishments  for  the  manufacture  of  it 
would  be  of  rapid  growth  ;  and  he  had  further 
said,  that,  if  this  bill  were  passed,  the  Western 
country  would  in  one  year  be  able  to  furnish,  if 
necessary,  twenty  millions  of  yards  of  the  article. 
Now,  what  is  the  principle  on  which  protecting 
duties  are  justified?  What  is  this  princij)le,  as 
assumed  by  the  Sneaker  himself?  What  is  the 
principle  on  which  such  duties  have  been  hereto- 
fore advocated  on  this  floor  and  everywhere  else? 
It  is,  that  the  manufacture  proposed  to  be  protect- 
ed requires  large  investments  of  capital,  compli- 
cated machinery,  length  of  time  to  bring  it  to 
perfection,  dec,  which  causes  refjuire  protection, 
to  prevent  the  manufacture  from  being  prostrated 
in  its  infancy  In  the  present  case,  no  such  ground 
was  taken.  Even  the  article  of  cotton  fluctuates 
in  price  from  ten  to  twenty  cents  per  pound,  and 
so  do  all  other  articles  which  are  employed  in 
commerce.  But  had  it  ever  been  the  policy  of 
any  country,  was  it  the  policy  of  this,  to  sustain 
manufactures  against  fluctuations  such  as  this,  to 
which  all  the  pursuits  of  life  are  liable?  No;  it 
was  extensive,  complicated,  and  costly  manufac- 
tures, only,  which  required  protection,  Ac. 

Mr.  McD.  here  examined  and  controverted  the 
argument  that  the  consumer,  and  not  the  grower 
of  the  cotton,  paid  the  duty  on  the  bagging.  The 
price  of  cotton  depended,  he  argued,  on  the  com- 
petition in  foreign  markets,  and  not  on  the  cost  of 
the  bagging  in  which  it  is  baled;  if  the  bagging 
were  to  cost  a  hundred  dollars  for  each  bag,  it 
would  not  raise  the  price  of  our  cotton  abroad, 
because  foreign  cotton  would,  when  it  began  to 
rise  above  a  certain  value,  come  into  successful 
competition  with  it.  There  could  be  no  doubt,  he 
.said,  that  the  whole  additional  cost  of  the  bagging 
Would  fall  on  those  who  make  the  cotton. 

The  argument  of  the  Speaker,  that  the  advan- 
tage of  this  duty  would  be  reciprocal,  by  the  cot- 
ton of  the  South  being  received  in  the  West  in 


exchange  for  the  bagging,  Mr.  McD.  pronounced 
to  be  an  illusive  calculation,  and  made  some  ob- 
servations to  show  that  the  part  of  the  country 
which  he  represented  was  already  tributary  to 
Kentucky  for  her  produce,  for  which  his  constitu- 
ents paid  in  specie,  and  not  in  cotton,  &c.  The 
tax  would  be  an  accommodation  of  the  West 
wholly  at  the  expense  of  the  South,  if  it  even  en- 
abled them  to  supply  the  bagging.  But,  he  added, 
that  the  South  could  not  lake  their  bagffinff.  The 
expense  of  Us  transportation  from  Kentucky  would 
be  two  or  three  times  as  great  as  that  of  its  trans- 
portation from  Dundee  or  Inverness,  and  that 
alone  would  give  the  latter  an  advantage  over  the 
former,  unless  the  duty  on  importation  should 
amount  to  an  actual  prohibition. 

It  had  been  already  well  remarked,  that  the  pro- 
position for  this  duty  introduces  a  principle  into 
legislation  which  never  existed  before  here,  and 
which,  he  ventured  to  say,  had  never  before  been 
introduced  into  the  legislation  of  any  country  on 
the  face  of  the  earth.  What  is  it  ?  The  protec- 
tion of  manufactures?  No;  not  the  protection, 
but  the  creation  of  manufactures.  Hecalled  upon 
gentlemen  to  show,  in  the  history  of  the  world, 
an  instance  in  which  any  nation  had  passed  a  law 
to  create  a  new  sort  of  industry — to  give  being  to 
what  did  not  already  exist.  If  this  was  an  arti- 
cle of  primary  necessity,  in  a  national  view,  or 
connected  with  the  defence  of  the  country,  &c., 
he  would  go  as  far  as  any  one  in  support  of  it. 
But,  as  a  question  of  political  economy,  he  argued, 
you  can  only  protect  what  exists.  Here,  he  said, 
was  an  issue  between  hemp  and  cotton.  What  is 
cotton  ?  A  large  item  in  commerce;  it  has  form- 
ed, for  a  number  of  years,  on  an  average,  one- 
third  part  of  the  exports  of  the  country.  It  is  an 
article  of  weight,  and  bulk  also,  and  if  had,  there- 
fore, contributed  one-third  of  all  that  our  com- 
merce lias  done  to  support  the  naval  power  of  the 
country.  And  now  Congress  were  called  upon  to 
adopt  a  system  which  was  to  strike  from  existence 
that  item,  and,  indeed,  every  other  article  of  ex- 
portation— for,  he  contended,  on  the  principles  of 
this  bill.  Congress  could  not  stop  until  every  arti- 
cle  of  consumption  was  protected.  And  what, 
said  he,  will  be  the  result?  You  annihilate  the 
commerce  of  the  United  States.  The  principles 
of  this  bill  went  to  an  extent  never  before  propos- 
ed. In  reference  to  the  particular  article  now  un- 
der consideration,  the  House  was  called  upon  to 
jeopardize  the  great  interests  of  the  cotton  grow- 
ing country — to  sacrifice  an  interest  which  had 
contributed  to  thewealth  of  the  Union,  and  mainly 
to  the  growth  of  the  commercial  emporium  of  the 
United  States,  upon  a  miserable  calculation  of 
hemp  and  cotton  bagging,  which  never  had  any 
place  in  the  productive  commerce  of  the  country, 
if  there  was  any  value  in  the  policy  of  protection, 
let  it  be  confined,  at  least  to  what  exists.  Let  us 
hold  fast  to  the  sources  of  our  wealth,  the  means 
of  our  revenue,  instead  of  attempting  to  protect 
that  which  has  no  existence. 

After  replying  to  the  argument  of  the  Speaker, 
respecting  the  effect  of  competition,  and  contend- 
ing that  the  argument  was  latal  to  this  very  duty, 
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Mr.  McD.  called  upon  gentlemen  from  those  Slates 
which  have  no  particular  interest  in  the  article 
under  discussion,  invoking  them,  by  the  highest 
considerations,  to  interpose  to  preserve  one  interest 
of  this  country  froui  being  sacrificed  to  the  other. 
He  trusted  they  would  decide   upon  it  justly,  and 
without  regard  to  any  principle  of  compromise. 
He  knew  there  were  some  members  of  the  House 
who  were  disposed  for  the  protection  of  existing 
manufactures,  who  would  not  vote  for  this  ;  and 
he  trusted  that  a  general  odium  would  not  be  cast 
\  on  the  bill  by  retaining  in  it  such  clauses  as  this, 
which  do  not  properly  belong  to  it. 
"*     The  example  of  Great  Britain  had  been  refer- 
red to  in  debate,  as  to  the  policy  of  protecting 
domestic  manufactures.     To  the  argument  afford- 
ed by  her  example,  Mr.  McD.  replied,  that,  if  we 
look  at  the  population  of  that  country,  we  shall 
find  that  her  agriculture  will  not  sustain  one-third 
part  of  her  population.  What,  then,  is  the  principle 
on  which  ^he  protects  manufactures?     The  prin- 
ciple of  absolute  necessity.  Strike  away  her  man- 
ufactures, and  you  annihilate  the  nation — she  is 
gone — her  people  have  perished.     Seven  millions 
of  her  inhabitants  cease  to  exist,  if  her  manufac- 
tures are  destroyed.     It  is  with  her  a  question  of 
life  and   death  ;  and   many  of  the  sacrifices  she 
makes  are  the  result  of  this  necessity.     Can  argu- 
ments of  this  sort  apply  to  us,  with  our  almost 
unbounded  territory,  sparse  population,  &c.? 

Mr.  McDuFFiE  concluded  his  observations  by 
saying  that  he  hoped  that  gentleman  who  engaged 
in  this  discussion  would  at  least  treat  it  with  a 
gravity  becoming  its  importance.  The  chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Manufactures  and  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky  on  his  left  (Mr.  Thimble) 
seemed  really  disposed  to  make  a  frolic  of  this  dis- 
cussion. Mr.  McD.  entreated  them  to  consider  it 
more  gravely,  and  treat  it  in  a  manner  more  be- 
coming the  great  interests  which  were  at  stake. 
If  the  naval  power  and  commerce  of  the  country 
were  to  be  sacrificed  and  entombed  here,  in  this 
bill,  he  hoped  the  House  would  go  through  the 
ceremony  in  a  garb  becoming  the  occasion — he 
trusted  that,  at  least,  they  would  not  treat  it  with 
insult  and  mockery. 

Mr.  Marvin,  of  New  York,  rose  to  add  some- 
thing to  the  few  remarks  which  he  had  made  on 
this  subject,  the  other  day.  He  entered  into  a  train 
of  reasoning,  which  he  pursued  to  some  length,  to 
show  that  the  consumer  of  the  cotton,  and  not  the 
cotton  grower,  actually  pays  the  duty  on  the  bag- 
ging, whether  it  be  consumed  abroad  or  at  home 
— principally  in  reply  to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Cobb, 
made  yesterday.  Having  concluded  his  remarks 
on  this  point,  he  passed  on  to  others. 

In  reply  to  the  argument  of  Mr.  McDuffie,  that 
there  is  no  manner  in  which  the  cultivation  of 
cotton  can  be  protected  by  a  bounty,  he  asked, 
what  does  this  argument  admit  ?  That  the  South- 
ern States  possess  facilities  for  the  culture  of  cot- 
ton which  enables  them  to  compete  with  the  whole 
world.  If  this  were  so,  was  there  not  justice  in 
giving  this  duty  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  were 
so  differently  situated  as  to  require  the  interposition 
of  Government  ? 


It  had  been  said  that  there  is  at  present  no  re- 
ciprocity in  the  commerce  between  the  Southern 
and  Western  Stales ;  that  the  people  of  the  West 
do  not  take  the  cotton  of  the  South,  but  in  fact 
drain  them  of  their  specie,  in  payment  for  produce, 
dec.  But,  Mr.  M.  asked,  where  is  the  specie  ac- 
quired by  which  the  people  of  the  South  are  en- 
abled to  pay  for  the  products  of  the  West  ?  It  is 
taken  by  the  people  of  the  South  from  the  people 
of  the  North,  for  their  cotton,  and  the  bagging 
with  it.  And  what  becomes  of  articles  manufac- 
tured out  of  this  cotton  ?  Why,  they  find  their 
way  over  the  mountains,  and  ask  for  the  specie 
from  ihe  West  which  is  received  from  the  people 
of  the  South,  to  whom  it  is  again  paid  for  their 
raw  cotton.  And  it  is  thus  that  every  pari  of  this 
great  Republic  is  made  to  contribute  to  the  pros- 
perity, strength  and  durability  of  the  whole. 

Referring  to  the  frank  proposition  of  a  gentle- 
man from  the  South  to  £[ive  up  the  existing  duty  of 
cotton,  why,  Mr.  M.  asked,  was  the  gentleman  so 
willing  to  give  it  up  ?     Is  it  not  because  we  have 
establishments  in  our  own  country  competent  to 
its  manufacture  without  this  protection  ?     And  is 
not  this,  said  Mr.  M.,  an  argument,  and  a  power- 
ful one,  in  favor  of  the  doctrine  for  which  we  con- 
j  tend  ?     Pass   this  bill,   said   Mr.  M. — grant   this 
I  duty  ;  and  if  in  ten  years  hence  any  of  us  should 
I  be  deliberating  within  these  walls,  on  a  bill  analo- 
j  gous  to  this,  and  if  the  people  of  the  West  should 
be  called  on  by  the  terms  of  that  bill  to  make  the 
same  sacrifice,  and  were  to  be  told,  as  an  induce- 
ment, "  You  have  been  aided  and  assisted  by  a 
duty  on  cotton  bagging,"  they  too  would  be  able  to 
say  to  us,  as  is  now  said  by  the  cotton  grower,  wtj 
asK  you  not  for  this  protection — you  may  take  it  off 
as  soon  as  you  please — we  can  live  without  it.  And 
they  would   say   truly :  for,  give  but  proteclioQ 
lonff  enough  to  establish  their  manufacture  on  a 
stable  foundation,  and  they  would  be  able  to  stand 
without  your  aid  ;  they  would  ask  you  for  no  pro- 
tection. 

Referring  to  the  feature  of  the  bill  which  pro- 
poses to  lay  a  duty  on  articles  imported  equal  to 
the  bounty  which  is  laid  by  foreign  Governments 
on  their  exportation,  he  said  it  was  the  most  im- 
portant feature  of  the  bill.  It  was  intended  to  pro- 
tect our  manufacturer  against  the  shrewdness  and 
astuteness  of  the  foreign  competitor.  If  there 
never  had  been  a  duty  here  on  cotton  bagging  we 
should  never  have  heard  of  a  bounty  in  Great  Bri- 
tain, &c.  Let  us  propose  what  duty  we  may,  he 
said,  the  foreign  Government  stands  ready  to 
establish  a  duty  to  precisely  that  amount,  and 
hence  the  importance  of  the  provision,  which  was 
the  very  life  of  this  bill,  to  meet  such  policy,  &.c. 

From  the  argument  of  the  gentlemen  from  South 
Carolina,  contrasting  the  condition  of  England 
and  the  United  States,  Mr.  M.  drew  an  argument 
in  favor  of  this  bill,  the  policy  of  which  was  to 
plant  the  manufacturer  and  agriculturist  side  by 
side,  and  make  them  mutually  beneficial  to  each 
other,  &.C. 

It  had  been  said  that  it  was  not  the  policy  of 
this  Government  to  encourage  by  protecting  du- 
ties the  manufacture  of  articles  on  which  its  ex- 
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istence  does  not  depend,  but  to  encourage  such  as 
contribute  to  its  wealth,  strength,  and  greatness. 
What,  Mr,  M.  asked,  constitutes  the  wealth  and 
strength  of  a  Government,  unless  it  be  thestrength 
of  the  arm  of  its  citizens:  and  if  we  are  to  have 
that  wall  of  defencearound  us,  the  interests  of  our 
citizens  must  be  sustained — agriculture  must  be 
sustained,  manufactures  must  be  sustained,  and 
the  country  must  foster  its  own  resources,  and  not 
be  made  tributary  to  foreign  countries.  W^e  are 
told,  that  if  we  pass  this  bill  our  commerce  is  gone, 
and  that  it  is  commerce  which  contributes  to  our 
wealth,  strength,  and  greatness.  What  is  that 
commerce  which  contributes  to  our  wealth, 
strength,  and  greatness  ?  Is  it  thai  which  brings 
to  us  the  result  of  the  labor,  skill,  and  industry  of 
every  other  nation  in  the  known  world  ?  Com- 
merce, in  this  point  of  light,  is  one  of  those  neces- 
sary evils  which  must  exist — necessary,  because 
we  had  better  be  our  own  carriers  than  pay  other 
nations  for  carrying  for  us.  But  it  is  not  that  sort 
of  commerce  that  is  emphatically  the  source  of 
the  greatness  of  a  country.  No:  when  manufac- 
tures are  placed  on  a  firm  footing  ;  when  the  agri- 
culturist and  the  manufacturer  shall  enjoy  equal 
rights  and  privileges — when  all  the  interests  ot 
the  Government  shall  have  been  made  to  contrib- 
ute to  the  strength  of  the  whole — when  the  intel- 
ligence of  our  legislation,  and  the  prosperity  of 
our  country  arc  made  to  bear  some  proportion  to 
the  excellence  of  our  institutions — it  is  then  that 
the  produce  of  the  >kill  and  industry  of  our  man- 
ufacturers will  seek  its  market  in  foreign  climes 
and  bring  back  to  us  the  wealth  which  is  to  con- 
stitute our  strength  and  greatness.  When  we  have 
this  commerce,  which  we  cannot  have  until  our 
manufactures  arc  established  s-o  as  to  comjiete  with 
other  countries,  then  we  can  expect  to  derive  from 
our  situation  all  the  advantages  naturally  belong- 
ing to  it,  dec. 

.Mr.  Mercer,  of  Virginia,  expressed  his  concur- 
rence in  opinion  with  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  that  this  was  a  very  grave  subject; 
which  gravity,  he  thought,  had  not  been  tested. 
He  hid  been  very  much  astonished  at  the  whole 
course  of  the  debate,  in  which  it  appeared  to  him 
that  the  information  which  ought  to  be  the  only 
foundationof  the  debate,  was  wanting — that  is,  the 
real  value  of  the  article  proposed  to  be  taxed,  the 
amount  of  the  tax,  and  the  effect  of  the  tax,  as  a 
prohibitory  duty  ;  and,  if  it  should  have  that  effect, 
the  competency  of  the  manufactories  of  the  coun- 
try to  supply  the  demand  for  the  article  thus  pro- 
jwsed  to  be  prohibited.  For  this  information,  he 
intimated,  he  had  looked  in  vain  to  the  Chairman 
vt'  the  Committee  on  Manufactures,  or  to  the  sev- 
eral statements  prepared  for  the  use  of  the  House. 
Disappointed  in  these  sources  of  information,  he 
had  endeavored,  from  other*:,  to  arrive  as  nearly 
as  possible  at  the  truth.  Taking  the  statement  of 
the  Sj>eaker,  that  the  value  of  the  article  of  cotton 
bagging  in  Scotland,  whence  it  is  now  imported, 
IS  15  cents  per  vard,  and  that  of  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  of  New  York,  that  the  duty  of  six  per 
cent,  per  square  yard,  added  to  the  countervailing 
duty,  would  be  equivalent  to  GO  per  cent,  on  the 


value  of  the  article,  with  that  of  the  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Manufactures,  valuing  the  article 
at  17  cents  per  yard,  Mr.  M.  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  value  of  the  article,  when  subjected  to 
duty  here,  might  be  computed  at  16^  cents  per 
yard,  and  that  the  duty  proposed  by  this  bill  would 
amount  to  66f  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  being  an  ad- 
vance of  46J  on  the  present  duty  of  20  per  cent, 
ad  valorem. 

When  he  came  to  calculate  the  ambunt  of  this 
commodity  of  bagging  annually  consumed,  he 
made  a  number  of  statements  and  estimates,  which, 
from  the  number  of  figures  thev  embrace,  we  can- 
not pretend  to  trace:  and,  calculating  the  addi- 
tional duty  proposed  upon  the  bagging  necessary 
to  bale  this  quantity  oi  cotton,  he  arrived  at  the 
amount  of  tax  which  this  bill  would  impose  on  the 
Southern  States,  which  was  of  startling  amount — 
say  upwards  of  three  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

What,  he  asked,  would  be  the  effect  of  such  a 
duty  ?  The  principles  of  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  he  said,  on  this  subject,  were  per- 
fectly sound.  But  in  aid  of  his  arguments,  Mr. 
M.  asked,  if,  in  regard  to  this  valuable  traffic  in 
cotton,  the  House  was  apprized  that  there  are  two 
or  three  new  competitors  entering  the  market  of 
Europe  for  the  supply  of  this  article,  of  which  it 
IS  now  proposed  to  tax  the  exportation  ?  The  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  was  perhaps  too  oft- 
en and  unnecessarily  introduced  into  this  House: 
but,  he  said,  in  regard  to  Constitutional  law,  as 
well  as  expediency,  we  ought,  in  the  execution  of 
the  letter  of  the  Constitution,  to  look  to  the  spirit 
which  dictated  it.  He'said,  then,  that  this  House 
has  no  right  to  impose  such  a  duty  as  this.  Does 
not  the  Constitution  say  that  np  duty  shall  be  im- 
posed on  exportation  ?  And  what  matters  it,  whe- 
ther an  export  duty  be  laid  on  the  article  exported, 
or  on  the  envelope  in  which  it  is  enclosed  ?  What 
should  we  say,  if  the  Jamaica  Legislature  were, 
by  a  duty  on  staves,  to  tax  the  article  exported  in 
the  hogsheads,  out  of  which  they  are  composed  ? 
Yet  this  was  a  parallel  case.  If  such  export  du- 
ties were  thus  imposed  on  cotton,  Mr.  M.  went  on 
to  argue,  the  article  would  be  exposed  to  competi- 
tion with  the  product  of  other  countries — at  a  time, 
too,  when  the  situation  of  the  country  emphatically 
demanded  that  the  products  of  our  agriculture 
should  be  left  free  to  seek  a  market.  Apart  from 
the  consideration  of  expediency,  however,  he  ar- 
gued that  such  a  duty,  operating  as  a  duty  on  export- 
ation would  run  counter  to  the  principles  of  the 
Constitution,  and  to  every  sound  exposition  of  it. 

After  some  other  observations  as  to  who  actu- 
ally pays  the  duty  on  this  article  of  cotton  bag- 
ging, Mr.  M.  said,  that  no  man  pretends,  at  pres- 
ent, at  least,  that  we  must  exclude  all  intercourse 
with  the  rest  of  the  world,  because,  at  some  future 
period,  we  may  ourselves  be  able  to  supply  all  our 
wants.  With  regard  to  the  particular  article  of 
bagging,  the  argument  drawn  from  the  reduction 
of  the  price  of  coarse  cottons  by  the  prohibitory 
duly,  did  not  apply.  In  regard  to  this  manufac- 
ture, there  were  difficulties  in  the  way  of  it :  first, 
in  the  growth  of  the  raw  material ;  the  gathering 
it  in ;  making  it  into  tow,  the  inapplicability  of 
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machinery  to  the  spinning  of  it,  dec.  Comparing 
this  manufacture  with  that  of  cottons,  in  which  a 
s'\ucf\v  machine  performs  the  work  of  four  hundred 
hands,  «Scc.,  no  argument  could  be  drawn  from  the 
success  of  the  cotton  manufactories  to  the  success 
of  the  manufactory  of  bagging,  &c. 

But  it  had  been  suggested  that  we  are  engaged 
in  a  competition  with  Great  Britain,  and  that  our 
spirit  of  independence,  and  our  pride,  ought  to  in- 
duce us  to  persist  in  it ;  and  it  had  been  suggested 
that  the  British  premium  on  exportation  had  been 
introduced  to  countervail  our  duty  on  the  impor- 
tation of  this  article.  As  far  back,  Mr.  M.  said, 
as  the  British  colonial  system,  and  that  admirable 
work.  Smith's  Wealth  of  Nations,  on  which  he 
passed  a  high  eulogy,  there  was  a  bounty  on  the 
exportation  from  Great  Britain  of  this  very  com- 
modity, of  one  and  a  half  cents  per  yard  !  It  was 
a  part  of  the  system  of  Great  Briiam— for  what  ?  (  ployed.    It  is  calculated  that  one  able-bodied  man 


honorable  friend  had  entirely  mistaken  his  argu- 
ment. What  I  said  was,  that  it  was  desirable 
there  should  be  a  competition,  not  between  Ame- 
rican and  American,  but  between  the  American 
manufacturer  and  the  Scotch  manufacturer.  He 
is  equally  mistaken  in  his  fact.  He  said,  I  believe, 
in  a  former  speech,  that  there  was  but  one  factory 
of  cotton  bagging  in  all  Kentucky. 

[Here  Mr.  Bhent  explained:  that  he  had  said 
that,  in  1822,  there  was  but  one,  according  to  the 
report  of  the  census  of  manufactures,  and  that  in 
a  languishing  condition.) 

Yes,  continued  Mr.  Clay,  in  a  most  languish- 
ing condition,  and  why?  For  want  of  the  pro- 
tection of  a  parental  government.  But  now  there 
are,  I  believe,  ten,  certainly  not  less  than  eight,  in 
a  single  village,  in  Kentucky.  The  gentleman  is 
equally  mistaken  as  to  the  number  of  hands  em- 


Not  to  protect  her  home  trade,  but  to  force  her 
commodities  abroad.  Gentlemen  had  said,  if  we 
impose  any  duty  whatever,  she  will  countervail  it. 
But,  Mr.  M.  said,  she  has  not  done  so  in  regard  to 
our  coarse  cottons.  That  nation,  he  said,  has  a 
system  of  policy,  founded  on  her  actual  condi- 
tion and  relations,  to  which  she  steadily  adheres. 
Would  that  we  had  a  system  of  policy  equally 
stable  and  consistent !  But,  he  said,  he  would  not 
now  enter  into  the  general  question  of  policy.  In 
regard  to  the  particular  item  now  under  consider- 
tion,  the  Northern  and  Western  States  were  called 
upon  to  conspire  to  restrain  the  trade  of  the  South- 
ern States  in  a  commodity  which  God  and  nature 
had  furnished  them  the  means  of  producing,  and 
of  which  they  ought  not  to  be  deprived  by  legisla- 
tion, &c. 

Mr.  M.  said,  he  had  no  idea  of  embarrassing 
this  bill,  but  intended  to  vote  in  the  integrity  of 
his  heart  for  such  parts  of  it  as  he  believed  to  be 
favorable  to  the  interests  of  the  country.      He 


can  make  1,000  yards  of  hempen  bagging  in  one 
year.  The  largest  of  the  establishments  I  refer 
to,  has  about  one  hundred  hands,  and  it  made 
100,000  yards  of  bagging,  and  40,000  yards  of 
baling  rope  in  a  year.  Here  is  the  datum  on 
which  the  honorable  gentleman  can  make  calcu- 
lations for  himself. 

But  compare  the  arguments  of  the  two  last  gen- 
tlemen. One  tells  us  that  live  hundred  hands  will 
make  enough  of  the  article  to  supply  the  whole  of 
the  United  States;  the  other  tells  us  that  the 
whole  United  States  cannot  make  enough  to  sup- 
ply the  Southern  States.  When  these  gentlemen 
shall  reconcile  these  two  statements,  we  shall 
have  something  more  satisfactory  to  go  upon.  But, 
being  up,  I  claim  permission  to  make  some  reply 
to  arffuments  adduced  by  others.  The  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  who  never  speaks  w^ithout 
illuminating  his  subject,  began,  by  saying,  tliai 
the  present  is  purely  a  sectional  question  l)etween 
two  portions  of  the  Union,  and  Congress  is  called 


knew  that   the  majority  had  the  power  to  force    to  act  as  umpire  between  them.     Yet,  the  gentle 


man  professes  to  be  in  favor  of  some  degree  of 
protection  being  extended  to  some  branches  of 
manufacture.  But,  if  he  applies  this  species  of 
argument  to  other  of  the  articles  enumerated  in 
the  bill,  it  will  destroy  them  each  in  succession. 
There  is  not  an  article  in  it  that  does  not  princi- 
pally affect  some  limited  district  of  the  Union. 
One  important  article  is  iron  ;  but  that  atlects  only 


this  bill  upon  the  nation  :  he  only  hoped  that 
they  would  exercise  their  power  with  some  regard 
to  the  Constitution,  to  the  organic  law,  to  the  form 
of  our  Government,  and  to  the  interests  of  the 
country,  <fcc. 

Mr.  Abbot  rose  to  remove  an  erroneous  idea, 
that  the  three  cents  duty  on  cotton  was  applied 
beneficially  to  the  planter.    This  was  not  so.    The 

price  he  obtained,  whether  in  his  own  market,  that  ^  Pennsylvania  and  New  Jersey — (and,  I  think  I 
of  Europe,  or  in  the  Northern  factories,  was  regu-  !  heard  a  faint  sound,  like  asking  protection  for  it, 
lated  by  the  value  of  the  cotton  alone,  and  not  a  I  from  a  part  of  Virr/inia.)  One  of  the  honorable 
cent  more  was  obtained,  as  he  showed,  on  account  gentlemen  presented  a  petition  from  Virginia,  last 
of  the  duty.  (  year  also,  and,  when  this  article  comes  up,  he  will 

Mr.  Brent  wished  to  propose  to  the  honorable  '  tell  us  that  this  is  a  question  between  the  United 
Speaker  one  question.  That  gentleman  says  we  ;  Slates  and  Pennsylvania,  and  we  must  be  umpires  ; 
ought  to  lay  this  duty,  to  excite  a  competition  in  {  and  so  with  cotton  ;  and  so  with  every  other  arli- 
the  United  States;  but  the  Committee  will  im- I  cles  in  this  beneficent  bill.  We  shall  have  the 
mediately  perceive  that  four  or  five  hundred  hands  '  Union  versus  Kentucky,  the  Union  versus  Penn- 
are  sufficient  to  make  all  the  bagging  that  can  be  |  sylvania,  and  so  on,  till  every  item  is  destroyed  by 


consumed  in  the  whole  cotton  country  ;  and  I 
wish  to  ask  the  honorable  Speaker,  whether  it  is 
fair,  that  the  Southern  Slates  should  be  taxed 
^400,000,  to  support  five  hundred  Western  men? 

Mr.  Clay  ro«e  and  said,  he  would  answer  the 
gentleman  with  pleasure.     In  the  first  place,  his 


umpirage. 

But  my  idea  is,  that  the  happiness  of  a  nation 
is  the  happiness  of  the  several  parts  that  compose 
it ;  that  the  protection  of  the  several  parts  of  a  na- 
tion, is  the  protection  of  the  nation. 

I  did  not  say  that  this  manufacture  required  no 
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capital  or  skill,  but  only  comparatively  none.  I 
know  it  must  have  buildings  to  shelter  the  hands 
employed,  looms  to  weave,  and  implements  to 
spin.  But  these  arc  all  nothing  in  comparison  to 
what  is  required  in  other  branches  of  manufac- 
tures. Where  slaves  are  used,  the  capital  is  chiefly 
in  slaves  and  hemp. 

The  gentleman  from  Louisiana  asks  why  this 
manufacture  cannot  subsist  of  itself?  I'll  tell  the 
gentleman.  It  is  because  doubly  protected  and 
bountied  industry  can  put  down  industry  that  has 
neither  bounty  nor  protection.  Britain  protects 
her  manufacturer ;  nay,  she  is  not  content  with 
protecting — she  superadds  to  all  a  bounty  to  en- 
courage him,  and  purposely  to  enable  him  to  pros- 
trate the  foreign  manufacturer,  even  in  his  own 
market.  This  is  the  reason.  The  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  has  laid  down  a  pro- 
position to  which  I  assent,  but  with  some  qualifi- 
cations. He  says  no  Government  can  guard  trade 
against  fluctuation.  This  is  true  in  general;  but 
Government  can  guard  it  against  all  such  fluctua- 
tions as  are  the  result  of  legislation  in  other  coun- 
tries; against  such  overwhelming  fluctuations  as 
are  purposely  occasioned  by  the  acts  of  other  Gov- 
ernments with  a  hostile  de>ign.  We  do  not  ask, 
we  never  thought  of  asking,  protection  against 
our  own  citizens.  It  is  against  the  foreign  manu- 
facturer, protected,  encouraged,  aided,  bountied, 
by  a  foreign  Government.  A  steady  market  is 
equally  desirable  to  the  maker  and  the  consumer 
of  the  article.  With  this,  the  manufacturer  can 
make  some  sort  of  calculation  to  guide  him  ;  but 
not  if  he  is  to  guard  against  the  acts  of  the  whole 
universe  of  hostile  Governments.  It  is  only  with- 
in the  circle  of  our  own  glorious  Republic  that  he 
asks  or  seeks  (o  have  his  market  made  secure ;  and 
to  this  extent  his  request  can  be  granted  him. 
Cotton  growers  have  had  to  pay  fifty  and  sixty 
cents  a  yard  for  bagging.  Now,  from  a  Charles- 
ton price  current,  it  appears  the  price  is  twenty 
and  twenty-two.  Are  not  such  appalling  fluctu- 
ations as  this,  produced  by  the  cupidity  of  foreign 
monopolists,  to  be  deprecated  alike  by  planter  and 
manufacturer  ? 

Mr.  Clay  said  the  question  before  Congress 
was  whether  the  country  shall  submit  to  a  Scotch 
monopoly,  or  shall  raise  up  an  American  compe- 
tition? Surely  the  cotton  growers  would  be  the 
better  for  havin":  two  instead  of  one  to  supply 
them.  He  would  put  a  case.  Supposing  one 
American  manufacturer,  or  one  village  or  town, 
had,  till  now,  enjoyed  the  undisturbed  monopoly 
of  this  article,  (sometimes  raising  it  on  the  planter 
to  sixty  cents  a  yard,)  and  it  was  now  proposed 
to  admit  some  other  town  into  the  trade  for  com- 
petition ;  would  not  Southern  gentlemen  listen  to 
the  proposal !  Would  they  not  hail  it  with  joy? 
and  will  they  be  indifferent  to  it  because  the  new 
competitor  is  in  America  and  the  old  in  Dundee? 
Or,  can  it  be  that  gentlemen  will  be  indifferent 
because  the  competitor  resides  in  the  West? 

But,  surtly,  Louisiana  was  the  last  that  should 
complain.  Cotton  bagginff  goes  from  Kentucky 
to  that  State  almost  free  ot  all  expense  for  trans- 
portation.    While  Louisiana  pays  one  cent  or  a 


cent  and  a  half,  Augusta  pays  four  or  five  cents 
for  transportation,  besides  the  expense  of  two  com- 
mission establishments,  one  in  New  Orleans  and 
the  other  at  Savannah.  Yet,  the  gentleman  from 
Louisiana  continues  his  attacks  upon  the  bill  with 
a  perseverance  which  plainly  shows  that,  when 
his  constituents  chose  him,  they  knew  whom  they 
were  sending. 

I  have  heard  one  most  extraordinary  species  of 
argument  used  in  reply  to  those  urged  from  the 
bounty  on  sugar.  It  is  that  the  quo  animo  with 
which  a  duty  was  laid,  is  to  be  considered,  rather 
than  its  actual  operation  in  practice.  Sir,  what 
have  we  to  do  with  the  motives  of  the  laws? 
We  have  only  to  inquire,  what  is  the  law,  and 
how  does  it  operate  ? 

We  have  been  told  that  Egypt,  that  South 
America,  that  the  West  Indies,  and  Asia,  are  all 
beginning  to  cultivate  this  plant,  (a  plant  that 
seems  de.signed  by  Providence  to  furnish  the  cloth- 
ing of  the  whole  human  race.)  And  so,  too,  are 
Virginia  and  even  Illinois — for  nature  herself  is 
violated  by  the  necessities  of  suffering  industry. 

As  to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  he  is  an- 
swered by  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana.  He 
seems  to  have  complained  that  certain  statements 
were  not  laid  before  the  House  by  the  gentleman 
who  introduced  this  bill;  but  it  was  equally  the 
duty  of  every  gentleman  to  search  for  information, 
and  to  lay  it  before  the  House  for  general  advan- 
tage. The  gentleman  from  Virginia  has  done 
this.  But,  after  all  his  calculations,  the  fact  will 
turn  out  to  be,  that  there  are  about  four  millions 
of  yards  of  bagging  consumed  annually  in  the 
United  States.  Is  it  not  important  to  put  in  mo- 
tion all  the  active  industry  necessary  to  manufac- 
ture this  amount,  and  to  provide  the  materials  for 
its  fabrication?  It  seems  to  have  come  to  this, 
that  the  Southern  district  of  the  Union  is  to  sepa- 
rate itself  from  all  the  rest,  and  unite  itself  with 
Inverness  and  Dundee!  that  the  prosperity  or 
distress  of  Inverness  and  Dundee  are  to  be  the 
prosperity  or  distress  of  the  Southern  States  of 
this  Union.  Sir,  is  it  not  better  that  the  manu- 
facturers, with  whom  our  brethren  are  to  be  so 
closely  united,  should  reside  in  the  Union,  than 
out  ot  it? 

Mr.  C.  then  went  into  an  argument  illustrative 
of  the  general  nature  of  trade,  which  always 
moves  in  a  circle,  and  showed  that  the  trade  be- 
tween the  Western  and  Southern  States,  was 
mutually  advantageous,  it  formed  (especially  as 
soon  to  be  promoted  by  internal  improvements) 
part  of  the  great  home  system  which  would  build 
up  the  strength  and  prosperity  of  the  Union. 

He  next  replied  to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
(Mr.  Mercer,)  who  stilt  persists  to  say  that  the 
duty  will  be,  in  effl'Ct,  ten  cents  on  the  running 
yard.  I  ask  him,  said  Mr.  C,  whether  the  three 
cents  allowed  by  England  as  a  bounty,  and  met 
by  a  countervailing  duty  on  our  part,  is  not  hon- 
estly to  be  deducted — for,  what  does  it  avail  for 
protection  that  we  lay  three  cents  if  England  meet 
this  by  a  bounty  to  the  same  amount — our  protec- 
tion is  so  far  neutralized ; — it  is,  therefore,  only 
what  is  laid  over  and  above  this  bounty,  that  can 
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operate  as  any  protection — this  on  the  square  yard 
is  by  this  bill  made  six  cents,  but  the  running  yard 
being  six  inches  wider,  it  will  be  exactly  seven 
cents  on  that  yard. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  observed,  that  the  present 
item  rested  on  the  same  principles  as  the  whole 
bill,  and  afforded  a  proper  opportunity  for  the  dis- 
cussion of  them,  and  as  the  Speaker  had  taken 
that  course,  and  had  gone  into  the  general  policy 
of  the  bill,  though  it  would  be  better  at  once  to 
take  up  the  general  discussion  ;  and  being  desirous 
of  expressing  his  views  somewhat  at  large  upon 
it,  moved  that  the  Comnaiitee  rise,  but  waived  the 
motion  at  the  request  of — 

Mr.  Mercer,  who  replied  to  Mr.  Clay,  and  de- 
fended the  accuracy  of  the  calculations  he  had 
before  advanced.  The  whole  duty  would  amount 
to  6&J  per  cent.  The  present  duty  was  laid  when 
the  British  bounty  already  existed,  and  therefore 
It  was  perfectly  fair  to  estimate  the  proposed  in- 
crease as  relating  to  the  previous  duty,  on  which 
it  was  an  advance  of  46J  per  cent.  The  argu- 
ment against  the  duty  was  rather  fortified  than 
weakened  by  what  the  Speaker  had  advanced  re- 
specting the  British  policy;  if,  through  an  error 
in  that  policy,  we  were  enabled  to  obtain  an  arti- 
cle cheaper,  shall  we  i»6l  avail  ourselves  of  the 
advantage?  He  repelled  the  assertion,  that  he  and 
the  gentleman  from  Louisiana,  were  at  war  with 
each  other's  statements,  &c.  The  commodity 
taxed,  in  this  case,  is  but  the  wrapper  to  another 
commodity,  the  price  of  which  is  fifteen  cents — 
while  it  costs  at  home  thirty  cents  a  yard,  in  Eu- 
rope it  was  useless  unless  to  send  to  the  paper  mill. 
The  wrapper  was  never  valued  at  all. 

The  honorable  Speaker  counselled  the  House 
to  union.  That  is,  virtually,  to  submit  to  the 
whole  bill ;  and  he  seemed  very  desirous  to  strike 
out  the  first  section,  in  order  to  go  into  the  gene- 
ral argument.  The  gentleman  from  New  York 
also  seemed  to  particijiate  in  this  anxiety;  but, 
said  Mr.  M.,  what  is  the  tariff?  What  degree  or 
description  of  knowledge,  I  will  not  ask,  does  it, 
but  rather  does  it  not,  require  ?  A  knowledge  of 
the  whole  globe,  of  geographical  and  statistical 
details,  of  every  variety  and  extent — a  knowledge 
of  the  laws  of  every  foreign  State — of  the  policy  of 
every  foreign  Government — thecommercial  history 
of  our  own  country,  and  from  the  very  earliest  pe- 
riods, and  the  rise  and  progress  of  every  different 
branch  of  its  trade — without  knowledge  like  this, 
we  must  legislate  in  the  dark.  It  is,  above  all, 
necessary  to  know  how  every  part  of  our  present 
revenue  arises,  and  the  competency  of  the  country 
for  each  particular  branch  of  manufacture.  He 
would  ask,  whether  it  was  contemplated  that  the 
whole  system  of  encouragement  should  go  into 
operation  at  once?  And,  if  it  did,  whether  it 
would  not  produce  an  immediate  rise  in  the  price 
of  labor?  He  went  into  an  argument  to  show, 
that  the  effect  of  the  bill  would  be  injurious  rather 
than  beneficial  to  the  West,  He  remarked  on  the 
difference  between  Russian  and  American  hemp, 
and  contended  that  the  former  could  not  be  ex- 
cluded by  the  duty  proposed  to  be  laid  on  it.  He 
defended  the  justice  of  the  complaints  against  a 


bill  which  went  to  increase  the  poverty  of  the  poor, 
and  to  increase  the  wealth  of  the  rich — to  bt^ggar 
the  country  from  which  he  and  his  companions 
in  opposition  came.  Was  it  to  be  wondered  at, 
that  they  should  resist  and  complain  ? 

As  to  increasing  the  home  demand  for  agricul- 
tural products,  if  all  the  manufacturers  of  England 
were  Drought  here,  it  would  but  little  affect  the 
price,  except  in  their  own  immediate  neighbor- 
hood, and  there  it  would  only  convert  gram  fields 
into  gardens  for  pulse.  He  compared  the  objec- 
tion of  the  Speaker  to  that  of  a  soldier,  who.  hav- 
ing taken  a  captive,  and  being  offered  a  reward 
for  the  number  of  heads  he  should  bring  into 
camp,  complained  of  the  impediment  of  the  cap- 
tive's cravat,  and  asked  him  to  take  it  off,  that  he 
might  cut  his  head  off  with  greater  convenience. 
He  compared  the  precipitancy  of  our  legislation, 
on  fiscal  subjects,  with  the  great  caution  of  the 
British  House  of  Commons,  where  committees, 
both  of  merchants  and  manufacturers,  were  al- 
ways heard  at  the  bar  before  the  least  alteration 
was  made  in  a  single  tax  that  was  to  affect  com- 
merce or  manufactures.  Ail  that  its  opponents 
could  hope,  was,  to  mitigate  the  harshness  of  the 
bill ;  but  he  was  glad  that  it  did  not  divide  the 
whole  country  by  one  great  geographical  line;  he 
was  happy  to  find  some  of  the  members  from  New 
England  coming  forward  to  aid  their  brethren  in 
the  South  ;  it  would  prevent  mucii  of  that  alien- 
ation of  affection,  which  might  otherwise  take 
i  place. 

He  doubted  whether  the  bill  was  not  against  at 
least  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution.  That  instru- 
ment expressly  forbade  a  tax  upon  exports.  No 
nation  had  ventured  to  tax  them  but  England, 
and  even  she  went  no  farther  than  a  certain 
amount.  If  the  Southern  States  were  atflicted  by 
the  visitation  of  Heaven ;  if  the  fly  ruined  their 
grain,  or  bad  weather  blighted  their  crops  of  cot- 
ton, they  bowed  with  submission  ;  but  it  was  not 
to  be  expected  they  should  submit,  in  the  same 
spirit,  to  injuries  from  the  hand  of  Government, 
when  the  laws  of  their  country  were  turned 
against  them.  When  Hamilton  first  proposed 
the  system  of  domestic  manufacturrs.  ii  was  done 
to  soothe  the  country  under  the  new  system  of 
commercial  taxation,  not  to  irritate  and  exasperate 
it.  The  bounty  imposed  by  Britain  on  this  arti- 
cle was  laid  sixty  years  ago  for  the  benefit  of  her 
navy,  and  not  as  a  counteracting  duty.  It  was 
natural  the  people  should  be  more  attached  to 
their  State  governments  tr.an  the  General  Gov- 
ernment. They  are  the  nearest  to  the  people; 
most  conversant  with  their  immediate  interests. 
They  give  us  our  early  education,  and  conciliate 
to  tliemselves  our  first  political  attachments.  Let 
us  not  do  any  thing  to  place  the  General  Govern- 
ment at  a  greater  distance  from  the  affections  of 
the  people. 

Mr.  M.  concluded,  by  saying  he  was  too  well 
assured  that  he  could  not  stop  the  progress  of  the 
measure  one  moment,  (unless,  indeed,  the  moment 
be  occupied  in  speaking.)  and  he  desired  to  see 
manufactures  prosperous  and  suitably  encouraged  ; 
but  that  was  only  done  by  guarding  them  against 


intrusions  and  forcible  interruption.     That  was 
the  only  kind  of  protection  they  needed. 

Mr.  Brent  made  a  few  further  observations  in 
reply  to  the  Speaker.  If  the  high  price  asked  by 
the  Dundee  manufacturers  had  brought  the  facto- 
ries of  Kentucky  into  operation  again,  and  they 
had  been  able  to  reduce  the  price  of  cotton  bag- 
ging from  sixty  to  twenty-five  or  thirty  cents ;  this 
was  proof  that  they  needed  no  protection.  Why 
did  they  not  go  on?  Here  was  the  competition 
the  Speaker  desired  to  see.  He  then  went  into  a 
calculation  to  show  that  one  good  hand  (not  a 
little  negro  Iwy)  could  make  16^  yards  of  coarse 
tow  cloth  per  day ;  and,  allowing  for  the  greater 
ease  of  making  bagging,  could  make  25  yards  of 
the  latter,  which  would  give  7,875  yards  in  a  year ; 
at  which  rate  the  four  millions  of  yards  used  might 
be  made  by  500  hands,  and  he  again  asked  if 
Congress  would  tax  the  cotton-growing  country 
$4<»U,(M:>0,  to  support  500  Kentucky  laborers  ? 

Mr.  Buchanan  disclaimed  the  principles  ad- 
vanced by  the  gentleman  from  \  irginia,  (Mr. 
Mercer,)  he  was  in  favor  of  the  general  system 
proposed  by  the  bill — it  was  the  settled  policy  of 
this  country — we  had  advanced  from  one  tariff  to 
another  on  that  principle,  and  we  now  had  a  third, 
but  we  should  advance  with  cautious  steps,  and 
not  injure  the  kindred  interests  of  agriculture  and 
commerce.  He  entirely  agreed  with  the  honora- 
ble Speaker  in  the  sentiments  avowed  in  the  close 
of  his  speech;  there  must  be  a  system  of  mutual 
concession — we  must  agree  to  give  and  take.  He 
was  equally  opposed  to  both  extremes  proposed  ; 
one  party  said,  strike  out  the  duty  altogether;  to 
this  he  could  not  consent — he  would  indeed  re- 
joice to  see  trade  perfectly  unshackled  ;  but,  while 
other  countries  surrounded  it  with  protecting  re- 
strictions, we  must  do  so  too  in  self-Jefence.  Ano- 
ther party  were  for  raising  the  duty  from  twenty  to 
forty  per  cent.;  he  thought  this  too  much  ;  we  must 
have  some  regard  to  revenue.  He  was  for  pursu- 
ing a  middle  course,  which,  though  it  might  not 
at  once  drive  the  Dundee  manufacturer  out  of  the 
market,  would  give  life  and  vigor  to  our  own  fac- 
tories, and  enable  them  to  compete  with  him. 

Mr.  B.  then  moved  to  strike  out  6,  and  insert 
2A  cents  per  square  yard.  This  he  hoped  would 
roeet  the  wishes  of  both  parlies :  as  to  the  general 
discussion  of  the  principles  of  the  bill,  he  hoped  it 
Would  not  be  gone  into;  he  had  derived  more  in- 
struction from  hearing  the  details  uf  the  bill  dis- 
cussed thus  far,  than  he  should  have  done  from 
listening  for  a  month  to  long  sermons  on  political 
economy. 

Mr.  Ca.mbreleng  observed,  in  reply,  that  he 
had  no  inclination  to  deliver  what  the  honorable 
gentleman  was  j)leased  to  call  a  sermon  on  politi- 
cal economy  ;  but  he  must  say,  that  he  had  lis- 
tened to  many  a  long  speech  m  the  present  dis- 
cussion, which  was  not  on  the  bill  at  all:  for,  if 
he  understood  the  bill,  and  the  honorable  Speaker 
and  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  understood 
it,  the  gentleman  last  up  certainly  did  not  under- 
stand it. 

Mr.  Brent  expressed  the  idea  that  the  whole 


bill,  if  intended  not  for  protection,  but  for  revenue, 
was  out  of  order;  for  then  it  could  not  properly 
be  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Manufactures, 
but  ought  to  have  come  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means.  If  the  question  on  his  motion 
to  strike  out  could  not  be  put,  a  question  on  the 
passage  of  the  bill  itself  must  be  equally  out  of 
order. 

Mr.  Buchanan  then  rose  and  said,  that,  in  com- 
pliance with  the  request  of  his  friends,  rather  than 
the  dictates  of  his  own  judgment,  he  consented  to 
withdraw  his  amendment. 

Mr.  McDuFFiE  rose,  in  reply  to  the  Speaker. 
He  agreed  with  him,  that  the  principle  on  which 
the  details  of  the  bill  must  Ije  settled,  was  a  prin- 
ciple of  compromise;  but  he  did  not  see  how  the 
principle  applied.  The  Speaker  said  that  the 
South  asks  every  thing  and  gives  nothing.  Sir, 
said  Mr.  McD.,  we  ask  nothing — but  to  be  let 
•lone.  I  defy  the  gentleman  to  show  any  one 
thing  we  have  asked  from  this  Government,  but 
military  protection.  Here  is  a  tax  proposed  upon 
us  of  S250,000  a  year,  not  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Union,  but  of  a  small  portion  of  it  only.  The 
Speaker  says  that,  if  this  item  cannot  be  assented 
to,  the  whole  bill  must  be  rejected  at  once.  I  cannot 
perceive  the  correctness  of  this  conclusion.  Hemp 
requires  less  protection  than  almost  any  other  ar- 
ticle ;  its  cultivation  requires  little  either  of  capital 
or  machinery,  and,  if  this  must  be  protected,  the 
argument  will  go  to  every  article  of  human  con- 
sumption, 

Mr.  Cuthbert,  of  Georgia,  thought  that  the 
motion  for  rising  ought  to  prevail.  The  Speaker, 
while  professing  to  discuss  one  of  the  items  of  the 
bill,  had  gone  into  the  whole  question,  and  had 
brought  to  bear  upon  it  the  whole  weight  of  his 
eloquence.  He  had  even  gone  into  a  justification 
of  the  policy  of  Britain,  in  her  bounty  laws — as  if 
this  youthful  and  happy  country  was  to  be  bound 
by  the  policy  of  the  old  Governments  of  Europe, 
so  differentiv  situated.  The  honorable  Speaker 
had  urged  the  doctrines  he  advanced  with  that 
daring  boldness  which  belongs  to  him.  But,  Mr. 
C.  hoped,  the  market  for  the  cotton  of  the  South 
was  not  about  to  be  contracted  within  a  little 
miserable  sphere,  instead  of  being  spread  through- 
out the  whole  world.  If  they  should  drive  the 
cotton  growers  from  the  only  source  from  whence 
their  means  were  derived,  they  would  be  unable 
to  take  any  longer  their  supplies  from  the  West — 
they  must  contract  their  concerns  within  their 
own  sphere,  and  begin  to  raise  flesh  and  grain  for 
their  own  consumption.  The  South  was  already 
under  a  severe  pressure ;  if  this  measure  went  into 
effect,  its  distress  would  be  consummated.  Such 
were  the  effects  of  the  attempts  of  man,  vain  man, 
to  counteract  the  arrangements  of  the  God  of  Na- 
ture, and  by  oppressive  legislation  to  deprive  his 
fellow-man  of  the  free  and  unshackled  exercise  of 
the  energies  of  his  beinff, 

Mr.  Cambreleng  now  renewed  his  motion  for 
the  Committee  to  rise,  and  the  Committee  rose; 
and,  having  obtained  leave  to  sit  again,  the  House 
adjourned. 
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bill  to  ameod  the  several  acts  respectiDg  duties  on 
imports. 

The  question  pending  from  the  last  day  of  sit- 
ting, being  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Bbent  to  ^>trike 
out  the  clause  imposing  a  duty  of  six  cents  per 


Wednesday,  February  18. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Committee 
on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  which  the  subject 
has  been  referred,  by  resolution,  reported  a  bill  to 

authorize  the  le^al  representatives  of  the  Marquis  i  i 

De  Maison  Rouge,  and  those  claiming  under  hmi,    square  yard  on  cotton  bagging  iniported- 

"  '     ed  Slates  and        Mr.   Ca.mbreleng,   of  ^ew   York,   rose.     He 

'  said  it  was  quite  unnecessary  to  move  to  strike  out 

the  enacting  clause  of  the  bill.  The  motion  now 
pending  mvolved  every  principle  which  could  be 
urged  in  favor  of  that  portion  of  the  bill  designed 


to  institute  a  suit  against 


the  United 
for  other  purposes;  which  was  read   twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  from  the  Commit 
tee  of  Ways  and  Means,  made  a  report  on  the 


I 


etition  of  Hugh  McCullough,  accompanied  by  a  i  to  impcse  prohibitory  or  protecting  duties.       t  was 


ill  for  his  relief;  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  McLane,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  was  referred  the  petition  of  George  Eichel- 
burger  and  Frederick  Eichelburger,  and  uf  certain 
distillers  in  King's  county,  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  dis- 
tillers in  the  United  States;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  McLane  also  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  1 
of  John   Wilmot ;  which   was  read    twice,    and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
to-morrow.  i 

Mr.  McCoy  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Robert  Strain, 
accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which  bill 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Hamilton,  from  the  Committee  on  Milita- 
ry Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "  An  act  to  authorize  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  cause  to  be  made  a 
military  road   from  a  point  opposite  to  Fort  St 


not  material  whether  the  motion  was  to  strikeout 
I  one  article  or  fifty — the  arguments  were  similar — 
the  fate  of  this  motion  strikes  at  the  principles  of 
I  the  bill  as   a  measure  of  protection.     It  matters 
'  not  what  may  be  the  particular  condition  of  any 
I  manufacture.     The  design  of  this  measure   is  to 
'  prohibit  the  importation  of  our  manufactured  sup- 
plies— to  confer  on  our  own  capitalists  the  exclu- 
sive privilege  of  supplying  the  country — to  extin- 
guish the  revenue  now  derived   from  these  manu- 
factures, and  to  supply  the  deficiency  by  augment- 
ing the  duties  upon  other   importations.     This  is 
the  character  of  the  measure,  and  these  are  the 
principles  avowed  by  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Manufactures. 

In  the  progress  of  our  free  Government,  said 
Mr.  C,  it  would  be  well,  occasionally,  to  revert 
to  the  principles  upon  which  it  was  originally 
founded.  The  time  is  seasonable,  and  while  we 
are  agitating  this  grave  question  about  the  pecu- 
liar forms  of  party,  it  would  be  well  to  attend 
something  to  the  principles  of  the  Government, 
according  to  which,  our  national  affairs  are  here- 
after to  be  administered.     No  occasion  can  be 


The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  extend  the  time  limited  for  the  settle- 
ment of  private  land  claims  in  the  Territory  of 
Florida,"  and  the  amendment  reported  by  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands  to  the  said  amend- 
ments was  read  and  concurred  in  by  the  House 


the  measure  now  proposed  involves  the  rights  of 
freemen — the  principles  of  civil  liberty.  It  is  not 
this  or  that  section,  which  alone  is  interested. 
The  question  extends  wherever  free  government 
is  valued  and  understood — to  the  North,  the  South, 
the  East,  and  the  West— the  gallant  West,  where 


^^ _    I  trust,  said  Mr.  C,  the  principles  of  civil  liberty 

Amo'tToti  was~i'hen^m7de'by"M7. 'Ran7^  remain   imperishable  as  its  glory.     Should 

ther  to  amend  the  said  amendments  of  the  Sen-  j  we  sanction  bv  our  acts  the  principles  now  advo- 
ate,  by  striking  out  so  much  thereof  as  proposed  :  cated,  we  should  adopt  a  scheme  ot  governrueni 
to  insert  a  fourth  section  to  the  said  bill.  This  |  hostile  to  the  spirit  of  our  institutions,  and  we 
motion  was  disa 
amendments  were 
afore>aid.  'he  generous  impu 

abroad  to  emancip 

from'th^'sTcTeiar'y  o7  the^  Navy,  Vrailsmriting  a  j  less  pure  and  elevated  will  be  secretly  uudermin 
statement  of  the  appropriations  and  expenditures  I  ing  the  foundations  of  our  own  Constitutional 


greed  to  by  the  House,  and  the  ,  s=hall  nrobably  not  long  have  occasion  to  discrim- 
e  then  concurred  in,  amended  as    inate  between  forms  of  government ;  for,  whilst 

the  generous  impulses  of  chivalry  mav  be  tempt- 
The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter    ing  us  abroad  to  emancipate  the  world,  passions 


for  the  naval  service  fur  the  year  1823,  showing 
the  expenditures  under  each  head,  since  the  Isl  of 
January,  1821,  and  the  unexpended  balances  on 
the  1st  of  February,  1824  ;  which  letter  and  state- 
ments were  laid  on  the  table. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 
The  House  then  again  went  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  (Mr.  Condict  in  the  Chair,)  on  the 


liberty. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Blcb- 
anan)  for  whose  judgment,  said  Mr.  C.,  I  have  a 
high  respect,  supposes  that  we  arc  acting  upon  a 
measure  framed  according  to  ancient  usage — that 
we  are  graduating  the  scale  of  encouragement  to 
our  manufactures,  and  moderately  augmenting  our 
imposts — that  we  are  still  keeping  in  view  the  ag- 
gregate interests  of  our  country  and  our  revenue  ; 
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and  such  is  the  character  of  the  measure  which 
was  anticipated  by  the  community.  But  such  a 
measure  was  never  contemplated  by  the  Commit- 
tee on  Manufactures,  nor  is  any  such  measure 
now  advocated  by  the  chairman  of  tlie  committee. 
The  character  of  the  measure  now  proposed  is 
prohibitory.  The  system  contemplated,  is  to  be 
fashioned  after  the  British  model — the  bill  is 
framed  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  granting  to  our 
capitalists  the  exclusive  privilege  of  supplying  our 
country  with  manufactures  to  the  value  of  mil- 
lions. Upon  this  question  there  is  no  middle 
ground.  The  gentlemen  from  the  West  are  cor- 
rect in  contending  for  some  reciprocity  of  these 
privileges.  If  the  capital  of  the  East  is  to  be  em- 
ployed, so  must  that  of  the  West.  The  whole  is 
a  scheme  of  balanced  privileges  to  capital,  to  bor- 
row an  expression — "cutting society  horizontally." 
You  must  take  the  whole  of  it  to  perfect  it.  What- 
ever may  be  the  policy  of  a  system,  .«:o  long  re- 
jected by  intelligence,  and  however  feasible  the 
balancing  these  privileges  between  the  agricultural, 
manufacturing,  and  commercial  interests,  may 
have  been  in  England,  the  scheme  is  utterly  im- 
practicable here ;  legislative  privileges,  designed, 
as  they  must  ever  be  in  the  aggregate,  to  give 
capital  employment,  must  be  enjoyed  almost  ex- 
clusively in  that  section  of  the  country  where  it  is 
most  abundant ;  it  is  impo-^sible  to  execute  here 
any  plan  of  balanced  legislation  which  can  dif- 
fuse its  influence,  whatever  it  may  be,  equally  and 
i'usily  in  the  agricultural  portions  of  our  country, 
liven  the  West  must  at  all  times  share  little  ad- 
vantage from  any  such  legislative  compromise. 
Its  operation  must  always  be  in  our  country  un- 
equal and  unjust;  throwing  entirely  out  of  view 
its  weight  upon  the  community. 

The  honorable  Speaker  has  defied  us  to  show  a 
manufacture  or  a  branch  of  industry,  which  has 
flourished  without  legislative  protection.  This 
cannot  be  a  difficult  task,  when  we  see  industry 
ipringing  up  in  every  country,  and  flourishing  too, 
through  causes  altogether  independent  of  legisla- 
tion. But,  sir,  what  has  been  the  history  of  the 
very  manufacture  distinguished  by  that  gentle- 
man's attention — I  mean,  said  Mr.  C,  the  cotton 
manufacture  in  England.  It  was  virtually  pro- 
hibited by  the  act  of  1721 — it  was  persecuted  for 
more  than  fifty  years — because  the  raw  material 
was  not  a  production  of  the  country,  and  (very 
probably)  through  the  avarice  of  the  linen  man- 
ufacturers, who  have  always  enjoyed  the  special 
favor  and  protection  of  Parliament.  But  these 
persecutions,  driving  genius  to  its  expedients, 
produced  the  labor-saving  machine.  I  refer  it  to 
the  sagacity  of  speculative  philosophy  to  establish, 
whether  the  bounty  of  Parliament  did  most  in- 
jury to  the  linen,  or  its  persecutions  most  benefit 
to  the  cotton  manufacture.  Since  this  discovery. 
Parliament  has  done  nothing  more  than  accele- 
rate a  revolution  in  industry,  which,  through  the 
agency  of  Mr.  Arkwrighl's  invention,  would  have 
been  gradually  but  inevitably  effected,  and  in  a 
manner  more  salutary  to  the  aggregate  interests 
of  England,  and  less  injurious  to  previously  exist- 
ing and  ancient  establishments. 

IStU  Con.  1st  Sess.— 50 


Much  reliance  appears  to  have  been  placed  upon 
the  feeble  influence  of  our  laws.  We  attribute  to 
our  act  of  1816,  what  had  been  previously  effected 
during  a  long  period  of  restriction  and  war,  when 
capital,  having  no  employment  in  commerce,  was 
employed  by  the  labor^aving  machine.  We  are 
told  the  price  has  been  diminished  since  the  peace, 
and  so  has  the  value  of  almost  every  other  manu- 
facture— it  is  the  inevitable  consequence  of  peace. 

The  honorable  Speaker  need  not  trouble  him- 
self about  the  "g-tio  am'Tno"  of  the  act  imposing  a 
duty  upon  cotton.  Its  cultivation  was  inevitable, 
with  or  without  our  law;  it  was  the  labor  saving 
machine  operating,  not  only  directly,  but  indi- 
rectly upon,  and  giving  an  impulse  to,  the  indus- 
try of  the  world;  the  cause  of  the  cultivation  of 
the  cotton  of  the  South  lies  deeper  than  the  sur- 
face of  our  statute  book. 

But,  we  are  told,  our  manufacturers  are  "crying 
out  to  us  for  protection."  This,  sir,  is  not  a  ques- 
tion about  Leghorn  bonnets  and  our  other  inter- 
ests of  minor  importance.  Gentlemen  would  find 
less  difficulty  with  measures  of  that  character. 
The  origin  of  the  measure  proposed,  lies  in  an- 
other direction;  the  question  was  raised  and  is 
persisted  in  by  a  portion  of  our  most  wealthy 
manufacturers.  If  gentlemen  will  take  the  trouble 
to  examine  the  memorials,  they  will  find,  among 
those  most  prominent  in  "crying  out  for  protec- 
tion," the  name  of  Mr.  Slater,  a  very  respectable 
Englishman  :  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  wealthy 
manufacturers  in  the  country — one  who  has  en- 
joyed a  very  large  portion  of  this  legislative  pro- 
lection ;  but  who  appears  to  be  still  unsatisfied, 
and,  in  his  memorial,  strenuously  recommends  to 
us  the  policy  of  his  native  country;  although  his 
countrymen,  after  two  centuries  experience,  pro- 
nounce it  to  be  a  "system  of  error  or  a  system  of 
abuse." 

But,  to  the  question.  What,  in  the  aggregate, 
is  the  measure  proposed  7  To  prohibit  the  impor- 
tation of  manufactures  and  other  articles  to  the 
value  of  about  thirty  millions  of  dollars.  It  is 
true  that  we  are  told  that  a  certain  portion,  but 
that  small,  will  not  be  prohibited  for  some  time  to 
come.  The  bill  is  admirably  framed  to  accom- 
plish the  object  in  view,  which  is,  as  we  have 
been  very  frankly  told  by  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee,  to  restore  our  country  to  that  state  of 
unparalleled  prosperity  it  enjoyed  during  the  late 
war — the  only  period  when,  as  he  says,  our  manu- 
factures were  efficiently  protected. 

Is  not  this  an  undisguised  war  upon  the  com- 
merce of  our  country  7 

Suppose  the  Government  of  Great  Britain  had, 
by  an  Order  in  Council,  threatened  thus  suddenly 
to  destroy  the  employments  of  our  mariners,  to 
disturb  an  existing  channel  of  our  industry,  and 
force  its  capital  into  manufactures — a  measure,  in 
its  operation,  precisely  similar  to  that  now  pro- 
posed. We  should  promptly  resist  it,  not  only  as 
violating  our  national  rights,  but  as  injuring  the 
aggregate  interests  of  our  country.  And  yet, 
when  we  are  called  upon  to  perform  a  correspond- 
ing act  upon  ourselves,  we  are  very  gravely  told 
it  is  salutary  and  wise. 
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It  is  not  necessary  to  advert  to  the  practices  of  and  our  commercial  interest,  have  shared  the 
other  Governments,  nor  to  indulge  m  abstract  rea- I  peculiar  favor  and  protection  of  Government, 
soning.  The  industry  ot  every  country  must  be  i  while  our  manufacturing  interest  has  been  ne- 
regulaied  and  protected  according  to  the  circum-  I  glected,  and  we  are  now  called  upon  to  legislate 
stances  and  condition  of  the  country.     There  is  i  on  the  basis  of  reciprocity. 

nothing  in  our  condition  to  require  that  we  should,  '  Although  this  argument  has  been  urged  with 
at  this  late  day,  search  the  dusty  records  of  France  j  invincible  gravity,  yet,  as  ii  regards  our  agncul- 
and  England,  to  mould  our  laws  in  absurd  con- j  tural  interest,  it  cannot  be  deemed  worihy  a  serious 
formity  to  their  ancient  statutes — nothing  to  in-  !  reply.  Our  agricultural  interest,  in  no  section  of 
duce  us  to  imitate  the  venerable  follies  of  every  j  our  country,  has  ever  been  the  subject  of  this  sort 
age  and  every  country.     There  is  neither  wisdom,    of  legis^lative  protection.     Whatever    may  have 


honor,  nor  profit,  in  a  countervailing  war  of  per- 
manent monopolies. 

The  prosperity  of  nations  depends  on  their  na- 


been  the  speculations  of  our  legislators,  our  farm- 
ers have  generally  pursued  their  labors,  without 
being  conscious  of  any  advantages  derived  inci- 


tural  advantages,  and  their  constitutional  security  j  dentally   from   our  laws,  and    certainly  without 

of  property  and  right.     Measures,  violating  either  {  having  solicited  any  such  protection. 

the  one  or  the  other,  injure  the  aggregate  interests  j      It  is  true  we  have  a  Committee  on  Agriculture  ; 

of  the  country.     Such   is  tht    character  of  the  ■  but  our   Committee   on   Manufactures,  while  it 

measure  now  proposed.     The  manufacturing  cap-  |  keeps  in  motion  its  wheels  and  trip-hammers,  has 

ilal  of  a  nation  is  formed  through  the  silent  and  i  kindly  condescended  to  superintend  our  ploughs 

compound  accumulations  of  trade  and  navigation.  I  and  sheep-folds.      While   other   committees   are 

W^hen  these  channels  are  permitted  to  contribute    furnished  with  spacious   chambers,  the  very  re- 

their  accumulations  in  a  natural  wa),  the  three    spectable  representatives  of  our  great  agricultural 

branches  flourish  together.     Such   is  the  actual  ^  interest  are  consigned  to  one  of  the  most  cheerless 

condition  of  things  in  New  England,  which  is,    cells  in  this  vast  labyrinth.     Indeed,  were  it  not 

and  must  continue  to  be,  in  dehance  of  all  our    for  a  remnant  of  respect,  which  we  still  profess 

laws,  the  manufacturing  district  of  this  country.  \  for   our   agricultural    interest,  and   a   scrupulous 

We  may,  by  our  measures,  accelerate  the  transfer  j  regard  for  Parliamentary  forms,  we  might  as  well 

of  capital   from   trade  and   navigation  into  the  ,  abolish  the  committee.  The  revenue  now  proposed 

channel  of  manufactures;  but  we  shall  not  there-  |  professes  to  favor  our  Northern  and  Western  ag- 

by  employ  the  most  salutary  means  of  enlarging    riculture  ;  but  before  our  farmers  accept  of  this 

our  manufacturing  industry,  while  we  shall  essen-  ,  protection,  it  would  be  well  to  mark  the  dexterity 

lially  injure  other  and  important  interests.  j  of  the  compromise.     The  bill  proposes  to  im|K>so 

There  is  nothing  in  the  condition  of  our  country  '  additional  duties,  but  not  prohibitory,  on  agricul- 

calling  for  such  a  measure.      It  is  true  that  in  '  lural  productions,  to  the  value  of  little  more  than 

some    portions    there  is   distress  ;  but  geaileuien    a  million   of  dollars,    while    it   embraces  heavy 

have  mistaken  the   remedy.     The  measure  pro- •  duties,  amounting  to  prohibition,  on  manufactures 

posed  will  contribute  no  relief  to  the  interior:  the  '  required  for  agricultural  use,  to  the  value  of  about 

capital  to  be  employed  in  these  new  manufactures  t  twenty-six  millions  of  dollars.     Before  the  agri- 

is  already  gathered  in  the  East;  and,  wherever  ,  cultural   interest  of  this  country  engages  in   this 

that  accumulation  exists,  there  must  be  the  theatre  i  compact  of  balanced  monopolies,  it  would  be  well 

of  the  operation  of  this  measure.     But  the  causes  .  to  refer  to  the  termination  ol  a  similar  concern  in 

of  the  distress  of  the  interior  have  also  been  mis-  |  England,  where  agriculture  is  prostrated,  while 

taken.     They  are,  in  some  measure,  incidental  to    manufactures   enjoy   all    the  advantages  of  this 

every  new  country  ;  but  they  are  also  to  be  atirib-  I  legislative  compromise. 

uted  to  errors  in  legislation — not  here,  but  else-  j  We  are,  however,  informed,  that  our  commerce 
where.  Wherever  laws  agitate  the  security  of  i  is  the  offspring  of  legislative  bounty  and  prolec- 
property  and  right,  confidence  is  annihilated,  in-  !  tion.  I  shall  pass  over,  said  Mr.  C,  less  important 
dusiry  cannot  flourish.       ,  I  regulations,  to  reach  those  which  havebeen  deemed 

We  cannot  view  the  industry  of  our  country  in  i  most  essential  in  protecting  our  navigation — the 
the  aggregate,  nor  contemplate  its  astonishing  coasting  trade  and  discriminating  duty, 
march  during  the  last  forty  yeacs,  without  feeling  i  Our  ship  owners,  we  are  told,  have  enjoyed  a 
satisfied  of  the  wonderful  influence  of  constitutional  >  moiioftolj/  of  our  coasting  trade, 
government  upon  the  industry  of  nations.  It  is  to!  Now,  I  wuuld  ask,  what  sort  of  a  monopoly 
this  great  cause,  and  not  to  any  of  our  ingenious  i  this  can  be  to  the  ship  owners  of  a  nation,  whotte 
regulations,  that  our  rapid  national  growth  is  to  be  commerce  has  always,  even  in  the  remotest  quar- 
attributed.  In  superintending  the  operations  of  ters  of  the  globe,  driven  British  commerce  out  of 
industry  in  a  country  like  ours,  embracing  every  its  accustomed  channels,  wherever  navigation  was 
climate,  every  production,  every  art,  and  every  j  free  to  both  nations?  A  monopoly  of  our  own 
science,  we  should  cautiously  abstain  from  any  |  coasting  trade  three  thousand  miles  from  compe- 
legislative  act  calculated  to  agitate  its  movements,  '  tiiion  !  Had  this  been  the  only  motive  for  such  a 
lest  we  should  arrest  a  wheel  or  disturb  the  har-    regulation,  it  would   have  been  the  very  mockery 


mony  of  so  magnificent  a  work 

But,  continued  Mr    C,  we  are  told    that  all 


of  legislation.     But  there  was  another,  infinitely 
wiser — and  one  which  will  probably  perp*'tuale 


branches  of  industry  have  an  equal  claim  to  pro-  j  the  regulation.     It   was  very  naturally  supposed, 
tection — that  our   Southern  agricultural  interest    that  if  foreign  ships  were  employed  on  our  coast, 
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it  would  more  probably  be  for  illicit  purposes,  than 
under  any  expectation  of  profit  in  fair  competition 
with  an  active  and  more  skilful  rival.  The  reg- 
ulation was  necessary  to  guard  our  revenue  from 
fraud,  and  it  is  presumed  to  be  so  still. 

But  we  come  now  to  that  mighty  foundation  of 
American  commerce,  the  discriminating  duty. 
What  was  it  ?  An  additional  duly  on  merchan- 
dise imported  in  foreign  ships  of  ten  per  centum, 
not  on  the  value  of  the  merchandise,  but  on  the 
amount  of  the  duly.  And  here  let  me  call  the 
attention  of  gentlemen  to  the  period  when  this 
regulation  was  adopted — at  that  lime  the  average 
rate  of  duties  was  not  equal  to  ten  per  centum  ad 
valorem.  Supposing  it  ten  per  centum,  the  dis- 
criminating duty  would  be  one  per  centum  on  the 
value  of  the  merchandise.  And  yet  we  are  now 
ravely  told,  that  this  discriminating  duty  laid  the 
"oundations  of  our  commercial  prosperity. 

This  is  the  opinion  of  gentlemen,  for  whom, 
said  Mr.  C,  I  have  a  high  respect ;  but  I  attribute 
It  to  other  causes  than  the  influence  of  legislation. 

It  is,  perhaps,  travelling  a  little  out  of  the  regu- 
lar course  of  argument,  to  trace  the  history  of  our 
commerce;  but  I  am  anxious  that  the  New  Bed- 
ford memorialists  should  know  what  kind  of  pro- 
tection the  industry  of  their  ancestors  enjoyed, 
and  to  furnish  ihe  honorable  Speaker  with  another 
evidence,  that  industry  can  spring  up  and  flourish, 
not  only  without  legislative  protection,  but  in  de- 
fiance of  lis  hostility. 

What,  sir,  was  American  commerce,  before  this 
Government,  with  all  its  laws,  was  in  existence? 

We  have  upon  record  the  authority  of  a  cele- 
brated man — of  one  who  was  an  eloquent  advo- 
cate of  natural  rights,  till,  startled  by  the  spectre  j 
of  the  French  revolution,  he  sought  shelter  under  | 
the  shadow  of  the  throne.     We  must  all  recollect  i 
the  portrait  of  our  ancestors  by  the  masterly  pen-  ' 
oil  of  Mr.  Burke.     Struck  with  admiration  at  their  } 
enterprising   labors,  he   exclained,    "  Whilst  we  | 
'  follow  them  among  tumbling  mountains  of  ice, 
'  and  see  them  {)eneiraling  the  deepest  frozen  reces-  i 

*  ses  of  the  North — whilst  we  are  looking  for  them  j 
'  benealh  the  arctic  circle — we  hear  that  they  have  ! 
'  pierced  inlotheoppoaiteregionof  polar  cold — that  ' 
'  they  are  at  the  antipodes,  and  engaged  under  the  j 

*  frozen  serpent  of  the  South."         ..^ 

Such  were  our  ancestors,  before  the  Revolution —  ' 
bold,  hardy,  and  enterprising — distancing,  as  we 
are  told,  the  "  perseverance  of  Holland,  the  activ- 
ity of  France  and  the  dexterous  and  firm  sagacity 
of  English  enterprise."  Was  this  the  eihcl  of 
legislative  protection  ?  No,  sir ;  we  are  also  to\d 
that  the  "colonies,  in  general, owed  liltleor  nothing 
'  toany  care  of  Parliament — that  they  had  not  been 
'  squeezed  into  that  happy  form  by  the  constraints 
'  of  watchful  and  suspicious  government ;  but  that, 
'  through  a  wise  and  salutary  neglect,  a  generous 
'  nature  had  been  suffered  to  take  her  own  way  to 
'  perfection."  But  the  colonies  were  not  merely 
neglected — they  were  cramped  and  restricted  by 
Parliament,  by  measures  of  a  character  similar  to 
that  proposed  by  the  Committee  on  Manufactures. 

The  Revolution,  for  a  tune,  turned  the  bold  and 
enterprising  spirit  of  our   ancestors  into  a  more 


glorious  direction — from  warring  with  the  ele- 
ments, they  turned  to  grapple  with  oppression. 
But  our  wars  once  over — our  colonial  reslrictioos 
brushed  away— our  Union  settled,  as  I  trust,  oq 
eternal  foundations — our  mariners,  free  as  the 
winds,  were  once  more  the  heralds  of  older  nations 
in  desolate  regions.  All  our  restrictions  and  wars 
since  have  been  unable  to  arrest  the  impetuous 
march  of  our  commerce  to  that  point  of  elevation 
and  grandeur  towards  which  a  "  generous  nature" 
and  an  emancipated  people  irresistibly  impelled  it. 
Let  us  not  dupe  our  understandings  by  attributing 
our  commerce  to  a  few  harmless  custom  regula- 
tions. 

The  mariners  of  this  country  fear  no  competi- 
tion. They  ask  no  tax  for  their  support.  As  to 
the  bounty  to  our  fishermen,  whenever  Govern- 
ment may  deem  it  expedient  to  take  off  the  duty 
upon  salt,  they  may  abolish  the  drawback.  As  to 
the  discriminating  duly,  it  is  already  practically 
abolished. 

But  gentlemen  may  consider  all  our  navigation 
laws  as  protecting  to  our  commerce.  If  they  re- 
quire only  reciprocal  justice,  the  measure  is  already 
more  than  full.  The  existing  rates  ot  duty  operate 
as  incidental  encouragement  to  our  manufactures, 
and  are  more  than  equal  to  any  advantage  com- 
merce ever  enjoyed. 

But,  continued  Mr.  C,  I  have  now  to  consider 
the  most  important  objections  to  the  adoption  of 
the  principles  advocated  by  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Manufactures.  How  will  they 
operate  upon  our  revenue  system  ? 

There  was  a  time,  sir,  when  we  supposed  that 
in  imposing  duties  on  imports,  our  main  object 
was  revenue — a  time  when  our  manufacturers 
were  satisfied  with  the  incidental  encouragement 
derived  from  our  taxation.  But  the  war  unsettled 
many  of  our  ancient  and  salutary  rules.  We  are 
no  longer  to  guard  our  Treasury.  We  established, 
in  1820,  a  Committee  on  Manufactures,  which 
now  calls  upon  us  to  abandon  the  principle  of  all 
former  revisions  of  our  tarifl',  and  to  impose  duties 
for  the  purpose  of  prohibiting  importations  and 
extinguishing  revenue.  Before  we  abandon  our 
old-fashioned  revenue  doctrine,  let  us  inquire  what 
effect  the  measure  proposed  will  produce  on  our 
Treasury. 

The  object  of  the  committee,  as  stated  by  the 
chairman,  is  to  prohibit  manufactures  immediately, 
in  most  cases;  ultimately,  in  others.  It  matters 
not  whether  the  measure  operates  at  once,  or  ten 
years  hence.  W^henever  we  cease  to  import  the 
articles  designed  to  be  restricted  or  prohibited,  we 
must  inevitably  cease  to  collect  the  revenue  upon 
them.  It  may  be,  sir,  that  the  anticipations  of  the 
committee  will  not  be  realized ;  that,  notwithstand- 
ing these  enormous  duties,  the  urgent  necessities 
of  the  country  will  still  be  supplied  from  abroad  ; 
but,  in  thai  case,  the  measure  is  useless — we  aug- 
ment our  taxes  without  accomplishing  the  object 
in  view.  In  arguing  this  question,  however,  we 
must  presume  that  the  purpose  of  the  committee 
will  be  accomplished,  and  the  articles  prohibited. 
According  to  a  statement  which  I  have  prepared, 
said  Mr.  C,  from  Treasury  documents,  it  appears 
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that  manufactures  designed  to  be  protected  by 
prohibitory  duties,  yielded,  in  the  year  ending  30th 
September  last,  a  revenue  of  ^7,327,256;  that 
other  articles,  partially  manufactured,  or  forming 
raw  materials  for  manufactures,  yielded,  in  the 
Bame  year,  $913,969,  and  that  the  agricultural  ar- 
ticles yielded  $278,736 — making,  altogeiher,  $8,- 
529,961  of  revenue. 

ll  is  evident  that,  if  the  purposes  of  the  commit- 
tee be  accomplished,  a  very  considerable  portion 
of  this  revenue  must  be  extinguished,  in  any 
event,  our  revenue  system  will  be  seriously  injured 
by  the  measure. 

Are  we  in  a  condition  to  tamper  with  our  rev- 
enue ?     The  present  crisis  is  a  peculiar  one  in  the 
history  of  our  country.     In  our  prospective  specu- 
lations, we  cannot  be  too  sensible  how  much  de- 
pends on  the  political   events  of  a   few  months, 
whether  we  look  at   home  or  abroad.     On   these 
hang  the  question  of  peace  or  war — of  diminished 
or  increased  expenditure.     But,  whether  we  have 
peace  or  war,  we  are  not  at  liberty  to  tamper  with 
our  revenue.     Let  us  suppose  that,  notwithstand- 
ing the  present  threatening  appearances  of  war, 
"we  are  destined  to   l>e  saved  from  its  heavy  ex- 
penditures and  calamities  ;  that  we  are  to  be  gov- 
erned by  the  wise  councils  of  a  pacific  Adminis- 
tration, consulting  rather  the  happiness  and  best 
interests  of  our  country  than  the  gratification  of 
a  warlike  or  projecting  ambition.     Let  us  suppose 
that  we  are  to  realize  fifteen  years  of  peace,  and 
(what  would  be  a  miracle  in  the  hisiory  of  gov- 
ernment,) that  we  are  to  extinguish  our  public 
debt.     Have  gentlemen  considered    that,  in   that 
case,  it  would  become  our  first  duty  to  relieve  the 
people  from  their  taxes?     If  we  believe  that  such 
will  be  the  result,  ought  we  not  cautiously  to  avoid 
any  augmentation  of  our  imposts  ?     I  trust  that 
our  ex()enditure  may  not  be  permitted  to  keep  pace 
with  our  revenue,  and  that  we  may,  in  a  few  years, 
pay  ofT  a  large  portion  of  our  public  debt,  and  di- 
minish our  taxes. 

But  these  are  rather  the  speculations  of  hope, 
than  the  result  of  sober  calculation,  and  should 
not  be  depended  upon   by  statesmen.     We  have 
a  striking  instance  of  the  error  of  such  specula- 
tions.    In   February,  1792,  Mr.  Pitt  congratula- 
ted the  nation  on  its  general  prosperity  ;  the  state 
of  the  finances;  the  prospect  of  a   long  peace; 
and   calculated   upon  a   reduction  of  the   public 
debt  and  expenditure.     Little  did  that  statesman 
anticipate,  that,  in   February,  1793,  the  twenty- 
three  years'  war  would  commence — a  war  which 
shook   the  foundations  of   the  Christian   world. 
Little  did  he  think,  that,  in   thirty  years,  the  ex- 
penditure would    be  augmented   from  sixteen  to 
fifty  millions  sterling,  and   that  the  national  debt 
would  be  trebled.     All  this,  however,  happened. 
And,  may  it  not  be  fairly  attributed  in  some  moas 
ure,  to  an  unnecessary  interference  with  the  afilairs 
of  other  nations? 

I  trust,  said  Mr.  C,  our  history  may  not  fur- 
nish, in  the  next  thirty  years,  a  parallel  case  ;  but 
when  I  see  gentlemen  strenuously  advocating 
measures  extravagant  and  magnificent,  and,  at 
the  »ame  lime,  threatening  to  destroy  our  existing 


revenue  system,  I  am  not  without  apprehensions. 
Whence  do  we  expect  to  draw  our  fifty  millions 
for  internal  improvements,  and  our  hundred  mil- 
lions fur  South  American  subsidies? 

But,  whether  we  embark  in  these  schemes  or 
net,  our  revenue  ought  not  to  be  tampered  with. 
It  must  be  evident  to  all,  that,  without  the  accel- 
erating touch  of  our  Committee  on  Manufacture5, 
the  natural  growth  of  our  domebtic  industry  must 
annually  diminish  our  sources  of  revenue.  Our 
existing  revenue  will  probably,  for  many  years  to 
come,  be  sufficient  to  meet  our  expenditures,  and 
to  enable  us  gradually  to  extinguish  our  debt ;  but, 
we  should  recollect  that  our  expenditure,  (as  it 
happens  in  every  country,)  advances  with  our 
revenue.  It  was  less  than  two  millions  thirty 
years  ago.  That  of  the  present  year  will  exceed 
ten  millions — in  both  cases  excluding  the  interest 
on  our  public  debt.  During  the  last  five  years  our 
income  has  very  little  exceeded  our  expenditure. 
We  have  now  a  surplus  of  $6,466,969,  but  there 
is  due  the  Sinking  P'und  $11,921,604;  our  esti- 
mated revenue  for  ihe  present  year  falls  short  of 
the  receipts  of  the  past  near  two  millions  of  dol- 
lars, and  the  next  year  commences  the  payment 
of  sixty-five  millions  of  debt  contracted  during 
the  war.  I  would  again  ask,  whether  this  is  a 
lime  to  tamper  with  our  revenue  ? 

I  am  not  disposed,  said  Mr.  C,  to  excite  idle 
alarms  about  our  national  debt,  nor,  should  peace 
continue,  do  1  doubt  our  ability  to  extinguish  it| 
and,  at  the  same  time,  to  support,  with  judicious 
liberality  and  wise  economy,  our  existing  estab- 
lishments ;  but,  nevertheless,  I  cannot  avoid  a  ref- 
erence to  the  experience  of  England,  when  I  re- 
flect that  our  debt,  which  we  had,  in  1812,  reduced 
to  $45,000,000,  has  remained  almost  stationary  for 
five  years,  and  that  it  now  amounts  to  about  $96,- 
000,000,  including  our  F'lorida  purchase.  We 
should  advert  to  tiiat  singular  political  fact,  that 
the  national  debt  of  England  has  accumulated 
since  1689— it  was  then  little  more  than  £300,000. 
It  is  the  office  of  wisdom  to  mark,  on  this  political 
thermometer,  the  degrees  by  which  taxation  has 
rapidly  mounted  ;  and,  at  this  early  period  in  our 
history,  at  least  to  avoid  any  unnece^sa^y  experi- 
ments on  our  revenue.  If  we  are,  indeed,  legisla- 
ting for  posterity,  let  us  employ  our  existing  reve- 
nue in  extinguishing  our  debt,  lest  another  war 
should  add  one  or  two  hundred  millions  to  it.  Let 
us  not  lose  an  immediate  and  positive  advantage 
in  pursuing  a  remote  speculation,  liable  at  tiest  to 
all  the  vicissitudes  of  the  natural,  moral,  and  po- 
litical world. 

But,  if  gentlemen  are  determined  to  execute 
this  ingenious  scheme  for  more  rapidly  extin- 
guishing our  existing  revenue  system,  I  trust  ihcr 
are  prepared  with  a  substitute  of  some  kind.  It 
would  be  well,  in  adopting  the  proposed  measure, 
to  throw  a  cautious  and  suspicious  glance  ahead, 
lest  that  licensed  robl)er,  the  exciseman,  should 
rush  unexpectedly  upon  us;  for,  however  accept- 
able his  presence  might  be  to  some  of  us,  upon 
conditions,  I  apprehend  it  would  not  be  acceptable 
to  the  American  people  upon  any  conditions. 
The  time  may  come  whea  we  may  be  compelled 
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to  resort  to  a  system  of  internal  taxation ;  when 
it  arrives,  I  shall  not  shrink  from  my  duly;  but  I 
have  no  desire  to  accelerate  it.  Our  exi.sting  rev- 
enue system  answers  all  our  federal  purposes — let 
us  preserve  it.  Let  us  leave  all  our  sources  of  in- 
ternal taxation  to  the  use  of  our  State  govern- 
ments, whose  necessities  are  annually  increasing, 
and  where  ihey  will  be  recjuired  for  that  very 
useful  branch  of  expenditure,  internal  improve- 
ment. 

I  shall  now,  said  Mr.  C,  noticj  the  practical 
operation  of  the  principles  advocated  by  the  chair- 
maa  of  the  committee,  upon  property  and  right, 
as  they  are  exhibited  in  the  measure  proposed. 
In  considering  the^mere  expediency  of  the  meas- 
ure, waiving  the  character  of  our  Confederacy,  I 
have  presumed  our  internal  to  be  as  extensive  as 
our  external  powers.  I  have  met  gentlemen  on 
the  broadest  national  ground,  and  clothed  them 
with  every  attribute  of  sovereignty.  But,  in 
touching  the  points  of  property  and  right,  we  must 
claim  the  protection  of  our  Federal  Constitution. 
In  applying  the  principles  of  our  charter  to  this 
or  any  other  measure,  I  shall  not  refine  them  into 
almost  invisible  webs,  not  strong  enough  to  bind 
society  together,  nor  shall  I  enlarge  them  to  mon- 
strous dimensions,  crushing  or  annihilating  cverv 
power  with  which  they  come  in  collision.  I  shall 
argue  in  the  spirit  of  our  Constitution,  according 
to  the  maxim  of  that  invincible  advocate  of  co- 
lonial rights— the  eloquent  Chatham,  who  says, 
that  "  in  questions  of  liberty  and  property,  he  was 
apt  to  distrust  the  refinements  of  learning:"  he 
generally  "consulted,  and  was  determined  by  the 
dictates  of  common  sense."  A  guide  more  sure  and 
penetrating,  in  such  questions,  than  all  the  grave 
Conclusions  of  profound  and  abstract  science;  one 
that  cannot  be  deceived  by  our  modern  art  of 
clothing  an  unconstitutional  purpose  in  a  Consti- 
tutional dress  ;  that  rejects  the  distinction  between 
the  abuse  and  usurpation  of  a  [>ower — a  guide 
that  can  never  be  seduced  by  modern  refinements 
or  selfish  patriotism.  Common  sense,  that  old 
and  faithful  friend  of  Constitutional  liberty,  in- 
quires. What,  with  six  or  seven  millions  in  the 
Treasury,  are  our  taxes  to  be  augmented?  Is  it 
for  ihe  purposes  of  government?  No;  they  are 
to  increase  the  profits  of  our  manufacturers.  Do 
they  petition  for  these  taxes?  Some  of  them  do; 
but  a  majority,  entrenched  within  their  citadels  of 
power,  are  busily  and  usefully  employed  ;  they 
care  not  for  our  laws  or  our  taxes;  they  have 
enough  to  do  in  managing  their  own  concerns, 
and  in  regulating  the  affairs  of  the  little  worlds 
whose  movements  they  superintend. 

But,  let  us  reject  all  these  idle  forms.  Suppose 
our  capitalists  were  to  propose  to  contract  with 
Government,  giving  bond  and  surety,  binding 
themselves  and  their  heirs  to  furnish  this  country, 
in  ten  years,  and  forever  thereafter,  with  certain 
articles,  at  reduced  prices,  and  in  any  quantity  re- 
quired, upon  condition  that  Congress  should  for- 
ever prohibit  the  importation  of  similar  articles. 
Is  any  gentleman  pre|)ared  to  advocate  such  a 
contract,  ufton  federal  and  Constitutional  ground  ? 
And  yet,  where,  in  coiiimoa  sense,  is  the  essential 


difference  between  such  a  contract  and  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  measure  proposed — except,  indeed, 
thai  by  the  bill  we  grant  away  the  rights  and 
property  of  the  people,  upon  a  mere  speculation — 
without  bond-r-without  security  ?  If  these  are  the 
principles  upon  which  the  property  of  the  con- 
sumers is  to  be  legislated  away,  we  shall  always 
find  capitalists  ready  to  accept  our  contracts  wito- 
out  responsibility. 

But,  let  us  again  waive  all  forms.  This  mod- 
ern scheme  of  protecting  industry  will  cost  our 
revenue  at  least  two  millions  annually.  Suppose 
our  capitalists  were  to  petition  Congress  for  aa 
appropriation  of  two  millions,  to  be  distributed 
annually  among  them,  by  our  Committee  oa 
Manufactures,  as  bounties.  Shquld  we  even  dare 
to  vote  for  such  a  disposition  of  the  people's 
money?  Yet,  however  startling  this  proposition 
may  appear,  what  is  the  character  of  the  measure 
actually  proposed  ?  While  one-half  of  this  bill  is 
designed  to  prohibit  importations,  and  plunder  our 
Treasury,  tfle  other  half  is  acknowledged  to  be  aa 
increase  of  our  taxes,  lo  supply  the  very  deficiency 
thus  about  to  be  created.  But,  in  case  this  in- 
crease of  taxation  sh  juld  not  be  sufficient,  we  are 
then  to  resort  to  internal  excise,  to  supply  the 
wants  of  Government,  thus  doubly  taxing  the 
people  of  this  country.  Can  such  a  measure  be 
defended  upon  Constitutional  ground  ? 

But,  how  has  this  bill  been  framed  ?  We  must 
presume  from  its  structure,  from  its  minimums, 
its  specific  rates,  and  the  dexterity  of  the  third 
section,  that  the  Committee  on  Manufactures  hare 
adopted,  in  every  instance,  the  rates  proposed  by 
the  manufacturers  themselves  ;  for  its  provisions 
are  calculated  to  reach  prohibition.  We  must 
presume  (and  that  without  intending  any  disre- 
spect to  Ihe  gentlemen)  that  the  manufacturing 
members  of  this  House,  probably  some  fifty  or 
sixty,  have  furnished  to  the  committee  the  very 
rates  which  are  specified  in  the  bill ;  and  thus  has 
the  bill  been  framed  without  consulting  the  inter- 
est of  our  Treasury,  or  the  rights  or  welfare  of 
any  other  interest.  Indeed,  if  we  are  to  judge  by 
this  formidable  specimen  of  its  labor,  the  commit- 
tee must  have  framed  this  tax  bill  without  re- 
garding any  interest  but  the  one  to  which  it  is 
devoted. 

Such,  said  Mr.  C,  is  the  practical  operation  of 
these  our  modern  principles  of  legislation.  If  we 
are  to  adopt  these  principles — if  we  are  to  act 
upon  this  unequal  plan  of  Government — we  may 
expect  to  go  on  from  age  to  age,  receiving  petitions 
for  privileges,  (for  they  are  absolutely  nothing  else,) 
generally  from  one  section  of  our  country,  where 
a  large  accumulation  of  moneyed  capital  is  seek- 
ing new  employments.  We  shall  continue  from 
session  to  session,  granting  our  Legislative  con- 
tracts, without  responsibility,  to  our  capitalists  ia 
one  section,  while  the  other  sections,  and  that 
vast  community  of  men  without  capital — the  body 
of  .society  in  every  country — must  forever  enjoy 
no  other  privilege  but  that  of  submitting  quietly 
to  the  Government  contracts,  and  contributing  a 
portion  of  iheir  annual  income  or  labor,  lo  in- 
crease the  capitals  of  the  contractors.    And  is  this 
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legislating  in  the  spirit  of  our  Federal  Constitu- 
tion ?  Are  these  the  modern  principles  of  Re- 
publican government?  Is  it  not  despotism  ?  And 
yet,  we  have  heard  the  exclamation,  What !  are 
we  threatened  with  disunion? 

I  trust,  said  Mr.  C,  that  the  American  peopl^ 
will  ever  be  animated  by  the  spirit  of  their  ances- 
tors. When  they  were  threatened  with  measures 
similar  to  this  now  proposed — when  they  were 
shackled  with  restrictions — it  appears  our  ances- 
tors had  other  principles  than  those  now  in  fash- 
ion— they  thought  it  was  patriotism  to  resist. 
When  their  property  and  rights  were  violated  by 
lawless  power,  they  made  a  determined  stand  for 
the  liberties  of  mankind,  and  solemnly  appealed 
to  the  Mighty  Arbiter  of  nations — rejecting,  with 
indignation,  all  parliamentary  sophistries,  they 
broke  the  chains  with  which  subtle  ingenuity 
and  usurpation  would  have  bound  them. 

When  we  see  measures  of  this  character  advo- 
cated here  upon  principle ;  when  we  see  such 
principles  sanctioned  by  the  names  of  some  of 
ihe  most  distinguished  men  in  our  country  ;  when 
we  see  gentlemen  claiming  a  Constitutional  right 
to  impose  on  the  agricultural  and  Atlantic  Stales 
a  system  of  perpetual  vassalage,  we  must  lament 
that,  in  our  short  history,  we  may  read — a  melan- 
choly lesson  for  mankind — that  even  here,  as  else- 
where, it  is  not  in  these  idle  forms  of  constitu- 
tions, but  in  the  statute  book,  we  are  to  look  for 
the  character  and  principles  of  a  Government. 
We  may  read  that,  under  the  name  and  sanction 
of  a  free  constitution,  private  rights  and  private 
property  may  be  violated  with  as  much  cool  in- 
difiference  as  if  this  Government  were  armed  with 
the  proud  authority  of  the  lawless  Ottoman.  We 
may  read  in  the  zeal  with  which  this  measure  is 
advocated  an  evident  indication  of  the  growth  of 
power — we  may  foresee  that  even  this,  the  sub- 
limest  institution  of  mankind,  is  destined  to  disso- 
lution. We  may  even  apprehend  that  this  Gov- 
ernment is  destined  to  lall,  like  other  human 
institutions,  through  its  usurpations,  and  an  abuse 
of  Its  powers.  The  accumulation  of  power  seems, 
under  every  form  of  government,  to  be  inevitable. 
The  people  may  occasionally  rise  in  their  majesty 
and  dissolve  these  accumulations;  our  country 
may  feel  the  salutary  influence  of  such  reactions; 
but  power  will  ultimately  triumph;  these  Alpine 
accumulations  will  ultimately  bid  defiance  to  the 
sun's  meridian  splendor ;  let  us  beware  of  the 
avalanche. 

Our  confederacy  now  rests  on  a  rock  of  ada- 
mant—on our  political  morality — on  an  invinci- 
ble attachment  of  an  enlightened  people  to  the 
best  Constitution  in  the  world.  But,  we  must 
not  fearlessly  calculate  on  the  immortality  of  our 
Union  if  we  adopt  measures  like  this  ;  for  no  free 
Government  can  stand  firm  where  it  becomes  a 
principle  of  legislation  habitually,  and  without  an 
imperative  political  necessity,  to  violate  property 
and  natural  rights.  No  free  people  will  ever  sub- 
mit to  a  Government  which  substitutes  such  rules 
for  the  essential  principles  of  Constitutional  lib- 
erty. Let  us  not,  sir,  retaining  the  forms  of  a  free, 
act  upon  the  principles  of  an  absolute  Govern- 


ment, and  render  it,  through  the  tyranny  of  laws, 
detestable  to  any  portion  of  this  country. 

The  measure  proposed  by  the  committee  can 
be  supported  on  no  ground.  Our  industry,  in 
every  branch,  is  probably  destined  to  reach  a 
premature  perfection  ;  while  into  the  channel  of 
manufactures  the  accumulations  of  trade  and  navi- 
gation are  naturally  and  rapidly  flowing.  The 
general  question  is  not  the  protection  and  encour- 
agement of  our  domestic  industry  ;  it  is  absolutely 
nothing  but  a  contest  between  a  small  portion  of 
our  large  moneyed  contractors,  who  solicit  mon- 
opolies on  the  one  hand,  and  a  multitude  oi  con- 
sumers, of  all  classes,  on  the  other. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  Coumittee  on  Manu- 
factures, and  the  system  upon  which  it  is  founded, 
cannot  be  defended.  They  are  both  rejHignant 
to  the  soundest  principles  of  political  econo- 
my ;  they  consume  our  revenue,  vitiate  our  legis- 
lation, and  sap  the  foundations  of  our  Union  ; 
while,  in  reference  to  the  measure  proposed,  the 
htate  of  the  nation,  whether  we  look  at  home  or 
abroad,  exhibits  no  political  necessity  to  sustain 
it.  Were  the  question  limited  to  this  solitary 
bill — whatever  may  be  its  character,  whatever  its 
fate — my  fears  would  be  in  some  degree  dimin- 
ished ;  but,  viewing  this  measure  as  a  part  of  a 
permanent  system,  1  cannot  look  forward  without 
apprehensions,  lest,  excited  by  our  sectional  jea- 
lousies and  prejudices,  we  should  be  hereafter  per- 
suaded that  the  North  has  a  distinct  interest  from 
the  South — the  East  from  the  West — lest  unre- 
stricted power  should,  at  some  remote  i)eriod, 
sacrifice  the  rights  of  the  weaker  portions  of  our 
common  country.  I  trust,  said  Mr.  C,  the  people 
on  the  Atlantic  border  may  never  be  trampled 
upon  because  they  are  politically  weak.  We  a^>k 
nothing  but  Constitutional  justice — we  ask  only 
that  commerce  may  not  l>e  perpetually  cramped 
by  laws,  called  for  by  neither  policy  nor  honor. 
We  entreat  our  political  rulers  to  look  to  the 
future  and  inevitable  destinies  of  this  great  com- 
mercial nation — to  reflect  upon  the  wars  in  which 
a  high-spirited  Republic,  leading  the  van  of  Consti- 
tutional Governments,  must  be  hereafter  engaged ;. 
and  we  beg  them  to  yield  something  more  than  a 
cold  and  suspicious  attention  to  the  humble  rights 
of  our  manners.  1  trust  it  will  never  be  the  policy 
of  our  Government  to  turn  adrift,  without  chart 
or  compass,  our  gallant  tars,  who,  in  the  midnight 
of  our  calamities — when  this  Capitol  was  blazing 
with  Vandal  fires — avenged  the  insult — blotted  out 
this  spot  upon  our  escutcheon,  and  waved  our 
standard  on  the  shores  of  England,  fearlessly  and 
triumphantly.  I  trust  we  shall  never  wage  an 
angry  and  unnatural  war  against  the  heralds  of 
our  reputation  abroad — nor  drive  from  its  fast 
moorings  the  vanguard  of  our  defence. 

Mr.  G.  MooRE,  of  Alabama,  followed  Mr.  Cam- 
BRELENO.  Mr.  M.  commenced  by  saying  that, 
notwithstanding  this  subject  had  occupied  so  much 
of  the  time  of  the  House,  and  had  called  forth 
much  talent  and  argument,  yet,  as  the  provision 
in  the  bill  relating  to  the  tax  on  cotton  bagging, 
and  which  was  proposed  to  be  stricken  out  by  the 
proposition  which  had  been  submitted  by  the  hon- 
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orable  member  from  Louisiana,  affected  so  mate- 
rially the  interest  of  the  citizens  of  the  State 
which  he  had  the  honor  m  part  to  represent,  he 
trusted  he  would  be  indulged  by  the  Committee, 
while  he  submitted  a  few  remarks  expressive  of 
his  disapprobation  of  this  obnoxious  section,  and 
the  reasons  which  influenced  him  in  voting  for 
striking  it  out. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  M.,  the  general  provisions  of  the 
bill,  or  the  preliminary  question  whether  a  modi- 
fied tariff,  under  existing  circumstances,  can  be 
justified  or  not,  are  questions  which  I  shall  leave 
to  be  discussed  by  abler  hands,  and  confine  my 
arguments  to  the  single  item  embraced  in  the  pro- 
vision for  striking  out. 

It  would  be  in  vain  for  me,  said  Mr.  M.,  at  this 
time,  to  attempt  to  add  any  thing  new  to  the  able 
arguments  which  have  been  addressed  to  the  Com- 
mittee by  honorable  members  who  have  preceded 
me,  in  favor  of  this  proposition;  but,  sir,  1  will 
take  the  responsibility  of  attempting  to  show  in 
what  manner  these  arguments  have  been  attempt- 
ed to  be  refuted  by  the  opposition. 

Sir,  when  the  Committee  are  informed  that 
this  "  measure  will  operate  excessively  hard  and 
'  oppressive  upon  the  Southern  section,  that  Ken- 
'  tucky  and  Ohio  will  probably  not  be  able  to  sup- 
'  ply  the  demand  for  the  article,  and  if  they  were, 
'  that  this  measure  will  give  them  the  monopoly 
'  in  the  sale  of  the  article,  at  the  sacrifice  of  the 
'  Southern  interest,  and  at  the  same  time  by  this 
'  means  withdraw  a  respectable  portion  of  the 
'  revenue  from  the  public  coflfers,"  what  are  you 
told  in  reply,  by  the  honorable  member  from  Penn- 
sylvania, the  chairman  of  the  committee  who  re- 
ported this  bill?  1st,  "  That,  true,  this  measure 
'  does  press  excessively  hard,  but  you  have  no 
'  right  to  complain,  because  you  have  an  equiva- 
'  lent  in  the  sale  of  your  cotton  ;  that  Pennsylva- 
'  nia  consumes  more  cotton  than  all  the  cotton 
'  growing  States;  that  there  is  a  bounty  of  three 
'  cents  per  pound  on  cotton  ;  that  Kentucky  and 
'  Ohio  pay  this  three  cents  to  the  cotton  growers, 
'  and  ask,  in  return,  this  duty  on  cotton  bagging." 

Sir,  the  argument  of  the  supposed  three  cents 
bounty  on  Southern  cotton  has  been  so  completely 
met  and  refuted,  by  those  who  have  preceded  me, 
that  nothing  is  left  for  me,  even  were  1  possessed 
of  more  ability  than  I  can  pretend  to  boast  of 
And,  sir,  how  were  these  arguments  attempted  to 
be  refuted  by  the  honorable  member  from  Penn- 
sylvania, the  chairman  of  the  committee  who  re- 
ported this  bill  ?  By  a  resort  to  that  substitute  for 
argument,  which  is  frequently  made,  when  the 
doctrine  attempted  to  be  opposed  is  irresistible  and 
unanswerable — I  mean  wit  and  ridicule. 

Now,  sir,  as  to  the  other  position  of  the  honora- 
ble member  from  Pennsylvania,  "that  Pennsylva- 
nia consumes  more  cotton  than  all  the  cotton 
growing  States ;"  is  this  anywise  extraordinary, 
and  what  does  it  prove?  Need  I  tell  the  honora- 
ble member  from  Pennsylvania  that  the  South  is 
not,  nor  ever  can  be  made,  a  manufacturing  coun- 
try ;  that  It  is  inconsistent  with  the  habits,  cus- 
toms, nay,  sir,  the  interest  of  the  people  of  this 
section  of  the  Union ;  that  they  are  purely  agri- 


culturists? And  is  this  a  good  reason  why  their 
riglits  should  be  sacrificed  ?  And  here  let  me  say, 
sir,  I  thank  the  honorable  member  from  Virginia, 
who  spoke  yesterday  on  this  occasion,  for  the  very 
lucid  view  he  took,  in  drawing  the  distinction 
between  the  situation  of  the  greatest  manufactur- 
ing country  in  the  world  (Great  Britain)  and  our 
own  ;  the  reasons  which  influence  their  policy, 
which  cannot  ours ;  and  for  his  unanswerable  ar- 
guments showing  that  the  West,  in  supporting 
this  measure,  abandon  their  true  interest.  Sir, 
how  diametrically  opposite  is  the  object  and  eflfect 
of  this  measure,  and  a  bill  introduced  by  the  hon- 
orable member  from  Virginia,  over  the  way — I 
mean  the  bill  providing  for  the  occupying  the 
mouth  of  Columoia  river,  which  offers  greater 
bounties  and  holds  out  greater  inducements  for 
emigration  than  have  ever  been  known  hereto- 
fore, and  the  tariff,  offering  the  greatest  boun- 
ties to  the  Northern  and  Eastern  people  not  to 
emigrate. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  will  tell  honorable  mem^ 
hers  in  the  Opposition,  that  they  may  impose  what 
tax  they  please  upon  the  article  which  envelopes 
our  cotton;  trammel  it  as  you  can  by  the  provis- 
ions of  this  oppressive  bill ;  take  from  the  Southern 
planter  his  privilege  of  going  with  his  produce  to 
what  market  he  pleases,  and  say  to  him  you  shall 
not  take  in  return  such  articles  as  are  indispensa- 
ble to  your  prosperity,  and,  in  doing  this,  with- 
draw from  the  public  coffers  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  the  revenue  which  possibly  must  be  sup- 
plied by  a  direct  tax  upon  the  people ;  when  all 
this  you  have  effected,  to  the  oppression  of  one 
section  of  the  Union  and  aggrandizement  of  the 
other,  still,  sir,  I  say  this  bill  will  not  possess  the 
magic  power  (inspired  as  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky  would  intimate  it  was)  to 
change  that  order  of  things  nature  has  ordained. 
The  Southern  people,  after  all  these  sacrifices, 
and  violation  of  their  rights,  must  still  be  agricul- 
turists, and  the  cotton  of  the  South  will  still  cross 
the  Atlantic. 

Now,  sir,  I  will  endeavor  to  answer  the  remark 
of  the  honorable  member  from  New  York,  who 
sits  to  my  right,  which  was  also  assumed  by  the 
honorable  Speaker.  "  that  the  tax  imposed  on  cot- 
ton bagging  was  paid  by  the  consumer."  Sir,  as 
a  general  rule,  this  may  be  true,  but  I  deny  that 
it  can  be  applied  to  this  particular  case.  You 
may  apply  this  doctrine  to  broadcloth  ;  the  con- 
sumer pays  it.  Apply  it  to  coarse  woollens,  to 
foreign  spirits  ;  the  consumer  pays  it.  But,  sir,  to 
apply  it  to  the  article  under  consideration,  which 
is  not  an  article  of  merchandise,  in  that  interpre- 
tation— it  is  the  article  only  in  which  that  of 
merchandise  is  wrapped — its  oflSce  is  performed 
when  the  cotton  has  arrived  at  its  destined  mar- 
ket— it  is  then  useless,  and  thrown  away.  Sir,  the 
doctrine  that  the  purchaser  of  cotton  will  increase 
the  price  in  proportion  to  the  price  which  the 
owner  has  been  compelled  to  give  for  the  article 
by  whicli  it  is  enveloped,  I  cannot  subscribe  to; 
and,  sir,  to  contend  for  this  principle,  is  to  advo- 
cate a  point  in  disinterestedness  and  benevolence 
to  which  it  has  not  been  designed  that  human  na- 
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ture  shall  attain.  No,  sir ;  you  may  take  my  word 
for  it,  the  purchaser  of  cotton  will  he  governed  by 
motives  and  considerations  which  govern  others 
on  similar  occasions,  by  a  consideration  in  con- 
nexion with  the  cotton;  and  not  with  a  view  to 
the  extravagant  price  which  the  baggmg  may 
have  cost  the  owner,  and  which  now  is  useless, 
and  thrown  away. 

Now,  sir,  one  word  in  reply  to  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  who  sits  immediately  before  me, 
and  who,  I  am  sorry  to  see,  is  not  in  his  seat  at 
present.  Sir,  as  well  as  I  can  recollect,  that  gen- 
tleman informed  the  Committee  that  the  people 
of  the  West  had  a  right  to  demand  this  extraordi- 
nary tribute  of  two  hundred  and  odd  thousand 
dollars  per  annum,  of  the  South,  for  the  following 
consideration:  "They  purchase  the  cotton  at 
twenty-five  cents  per  pound,  and  furnish  bagging 
of  a  superiorquality,  which,  from  its  being  weighty, 
they  receive  more  in  weight  than  the  original 
cost."  Now,  sir,  this  position,  to  me,  is  so  very 
extraordinary,  that  I  must  be  permitted  to  say 
that  1  am  an  infidel  to  its  faith.  Sir,  if  the  gen- 
tleman will  prove  its  accuracy,  I  will  acknowl- 
edge my  error,  and  I  will  then  acknowledge  the 
correctness  of  another  position  taken  by  that  gen- 
tleman, and  which  was  assumed  by  the  honorable 
Speaker,  "that  the  Southern  dekgalion,  in  their 
opposition  to  this  bill,  opposed  the  interest  of  their 
constituents."  Now,  sir,  unpleasant  as  I  consider- 
ed this  compliment  as  relates  to  myself,  yet,  if  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  will  prove  the  accu- 
racy of  the  other  position,  1  will  admit  the  truth 
of  both.  Will  that  gentleman  inform  the  Com- 
mittee whether  there  are  not  some  two  or  three 
planters  fn  the  Southern  country  whose  crop  uni- 
ted will  glut  the  market  of  Kentucky  and  Ohio? 
True  may  it  be  said,  that  the  Southern  del- 
egation— yes,  sir,  and  their  constituents,  too,  are 
incapable  of  discovering  their  own  interest,  when 
they  ship  their  cotton  to  New  Orleans,  New  York, 
Liverpool,  and  France,  for  the  prices  at  which  it 
is  quoted  at  present,  when  they  can  send  to  the 
honorable  member's  country  and  receive  twenty- 
five  cents.  Sir,  they  would  all  be  idiots,  and  need 
Western  guardians. 

Now,  sir,  as  to  the  price,  first,  of  cotton  bag- 
ging— this  article  commands,  at  present,  in  the 
section  of  country  which  I  have  the  honor  to  rep- 
resent, thirty-three  and  a  third  cents,  and  some- 
times more ;  perhaps  this  may  be  considered  the 
average  price.  This  is  paid  for  it,  sir,  in  good 
money,  ^r  which  I  do  not  mean  specie,  nor  Uni- 
ted States  bills,  but  such  as  is  current  in  the  coun- 
try, such  as  is  receivable  in  ordinary  transactions, 
and  such  as  will  purchase  our  cotton.  Now,  sir, 
will  the  honorable  member  from  Kentucky  take 
the  responsibility  of  stating  that  cotton  will  com- 
mand twenty-five  cents,  in  this  kind  of  money,  in 
his  country  /  I  presume  he  will  not.  If  it  is  not 
in  money,  what  is  it  in,  Mr.  Chairman  ?  Not  in 
chips  and  whotstones,  (if  I  may  be  allowed  the 
expression  in  this  Hall,)  but  in  old  paper  rags  and 
trash — such  combustibles  as  the  Legislature  of  the 
honorable  member's  State,  by  a  iegihlative  enact- 
ment, have  consigned  a  great  proportion  of,  to  a 


bonfire.  Then,  sir,  away  with  the  argument  that 
our  cotton  finds  such  a  liberal  market  in  that 
quarter. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  urged  the  pro- 
priety of  this  obnoxious  provision,  by  which  the 
Southern  country  is  to  be  made  to  pay  this  extra- 
ordinary tribute  for  cotton  bagging,  to  the  We»t, 
upon  another  ground.  He  said  "  that,  not  only 
'  did  his  countrymen  supply  the  South  with  the 
'  article,  but  they  pursued  it,  after  the  cotton 
'  bales  were  formed,  to  New  Orleans,  and  occu- 
'  pied  stations  behind  it."  Sir,all  are  willing  to  ac- 
knowledge the  patriotism  and  bravery  of  the  hardy 
sons  of  the  West ;  and,  I  assure  that  gentleman, 
that  bills  of  patriotism,  properly  drawn  upon  ray 
gratitude,  will  never  be  protested,  but  promptly 
honored.  And, sir,  that  there  have  been  gathered, 
on  the  plains  of  New  Orleans,  military  laureli 
which  now  decorate  ilie  American  brow,  and  a 
character  for  military  skill  and  patriotism,  ob- 
tained on  that  memorable  occasion,  for  the  people 
of  this  Republic,  which  1,  as  one  citizen  of  the 
Union,  shall  never  cease  to  rejoice  in  contemplat- 
ing, is  al>o  true,  and  will  be  denied  by  none.  But, 
sir,  all  I  ask,  in  reference  to  this  subject,  is,  that 
the  gentleman  will  give  toCsesar  the  things  which 
are  Ctesar's. 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  has  been  triumphantly  asked 
by  the  honorable  Speaker,  "  Will  you  suumit  to 
'  the  Scotch  manufacturer,  or  will  you  create  an 
'  American  competitor,  who  will  rival  him  ?" 
No,  sir,  this  is  delusive.  I  will  >tate  the  real  ques- 
tion connected  with  this  subject.  Sir,  it  is  truly 
and  emphatically  this — Will  you  suffer  the  duty 
on  this  article  to  remain  as  it  is  at  present,  where- 
by there  exists  a  fair  competition  between  the 
American  and  Euroi>ean  manufacturer,  derive  a 
considerable  annual  revenue  from  its  importation, 
furnikh  employment  for  your  navy  ?  or  will  you 
substiiute  this  prohibitory  duty  ;  exclude  the  for- 
eign imported  article,  and  with  it  this  item  of  your 
revenue,  which  1  believe  is  admitted  on  all  hands 
to  be  very  acceptable,  and  which  the  honorable 
member  from  Pennsylvania,  tiie  chairman  of  the 
committee  who  reported  this  bill,  admits  will  be 
the  consequence,  but  which  the  honorable  Speak- 
er, more  on  his  guard,  did  not  do,  knowing  this 
admission  would  take  from  the  measure  one  of 
the  principal  grounds  upon  which  its  plausibility 
could  be  supported  ?  Now,  this  is  the  true  state 
of  the  case.  And  what  is  the  consequence?  You 
create  a  mono[)oly  in  the  sale  of  ttiis  article  for 
the  benefit  of  the  West,  and  at  the  sacrifice  of  tb« 
South. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  heard  upon  this  occasion 
a  strain  of  eloquence  and  oratory  with  reference  to 
patriotism  anil  the  necessity  of  the  American 
people  being  free  from  European  dependence,  &.C., 
which,  sir,  IS  seldom  witnessed  in  this  or  any  other 
country.  But,  I  confess,  sir,  I  did  not  think  it  was 
applied  to  the  able  arguments  which  have  been 
urged  against  the  bill,  or  this  provision.  Many 
liberal  professions  have  also  been  made  of  a  dispo- 
sition to  do  equal  justice  to  every  part  of  the 
Union.  But.  sir,  I  hope  on  this  occasion  honora- 
ble members   will  give  us  example  with  precept. 
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Sir,  the  citizens  who  reside  in  that  part  of  the 
State  which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent,  have 
already  had  an  awful  example  of  Western  libe- 
rality, when  they  possess  power.  Sir,  the  time 
which  intervened  during  the  late  war  was  one 
during  which  we  were  entirely  dependent.  At 
that  time  the  article  could  not  be  imported.  They 
then  had  the  protection  which  is  now  sought  by 
this  provision.  And  what  were  the  consequences  ? 
The  article  was  scarce,  and  cost  two  prices,  and 
even  at  that  could  not  be  procured  plentifully. 

Sir,  I  have  not  I'orgotten  one  occasion  wherein 
the  Western  delegation  looked  to  the  South  with 
solicitude  (and  not  in  vain)  for  aid  in  support  of 
a  measure  which  they  viewed  as  one  of  the  last 
importance  to  their  constituents — I  mean  the 
Cumberland  road.  No,  sir  ;  1  believe  "Cumber- 
land" was  thought  inapplicable  in  the  title,  and 
on  motion  was  stricken  out,  and  "  Public"  insert- 
ed ;  and  some  gentlemen  thought  "  Western"  was 
still  more  apropos.  Sir,  1  presume  the  section  of 
country  which  1  have  the  honor  to  represent,  is  as 
adjacent  to  this  great  highway  as  any  other  por- 
tion of  the  coiton-growing  country — and  perhaps 
the  nearest  point  is  three  hundred  miles  distant — 
and  I  venture  to  say,  a  bale  of  cotton  will  never 
be  found  on  this  road  going  to  market.  Now,  sir, 
we  ask  an  interchange  of  reciprocity  in  good  ieel- 
ing  and  good  offices. 

But,  sir,  in  order  to  test  the  declaration  of  libe- 
rality which  has  been  avowed  on  this  floor,  that 
this  bill  provides  equal  justice  and  prottction  to 
every  part  of  this  Union,  let  us  examine  the  items 
of  taxation,  and  see  what  portion  will  be  found 
applicable  to  Southern  protection,  and  begin  with 
broadcloth.  Gentlemen  will  not  contend  but  this 
operates  as  much,  or  more,  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
South  as  lo  any  oihec  quarter.  Take  coarse  wool- 
lens. This,  sir,  is  still  more  severe  and  oppressive  ; 
this,  it  is  well  known,  the  Southern  country  must 
have,  with  which  to  clothe  their  servants.  Wool 
is  also  an  article  they  cannot  raise.  And,  sir,  more 
oppressive  still  is  the  tax  on  iron — an  article  more 
indispensable  to  the  planters'  prosperity,  and  which 
the  South  do  not,  and  perhaps  never  can,  manufac- 
ture— not  to  mention  many  others,  such  as  foreign 
spirits,  silks,  &c.  These,  although  they  operate 
as  a  tax  upon  the  Southern  interest  more  tlian  any 
other  quarter,  are  articles  more  of  luxury,  and  not 
so  indispensable  to  the  prosperity  of  the  agricultu- 
ral profession.  Now,  sir,  I  sincerely  hope  honor- 
able members  will  pause,  and  yet  do  the  Southern 
section  of  this  Union  justice — it  is  all  we  ask. 

When  Mr.  Moore  had  concluded — 

Mr.  Storbb,  of  New  York,  followed,  in  oppo- 
sition to  (he  pending  motion,  and,  generally,  in 
reply  lo  Mr.  Camureleno — when,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Mahtindale,  of  New  York,  the  Committee 
rose  ;  and  the  House  adjourned. 


Thursoav,  February  19. 

Mr.  McLane,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John 
8.  Moffet ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 


Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  made  an  unfavorable  re- 
port on  the  petition  of  the  trustees  in  behalf  of 
the  United  Society,  commonly  called  Shakers,  re- 
siding at  West  Union,  in  Indiana;  which  waa 
laid  on  the  table. 

The  Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia, 
to  which  was  referred,  on  the  26th  of  January 
ultimo,  a  memorial  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the 
said  District,  in  relation  to  a  system  of  govern- 
ment for  said  District,  were  discharged  Irom  so 
much  of  said  memorial  as  suggests  certain  amend- 
ments to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Stales, 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary;  also,  from  the  memorial  adopted  at  a 
meeting  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  held  at  New 
Garden,  in  North  Carolina,  in  November,  1823, 
and  the  said  memorial  was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jennings,  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  vesting  in  the  trustees  who  have 
been,  or  may.  hereafter  be,  appointed,  by  the  in- 
habitants of  the  "  Illinois  Grant,"  in  the  State  of 
Indiana,  the  fee  simple  of  certain  lands  appropri- 
ated by  Congress  for  the  support  of  schools  in  said 
grant,  for  the  sole  use  for  which  said  lands  were 
originally  granted,  and  cont'ormable  to  the  pro- 
visions of  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  »aid 
State. 

THE  T.\RIFF  BILL. 

Mr.  Owen  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  directed  to  examine  and  report  to  this  House  what 
will  be  the  effect  u|>on  the  revenue  of  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  if  the  bill  now  before  this  House 
entitled  "  A  bill  to  amend  the  several  acts  imposing^ 
duties  upon  iraports,"  should  pass  into  a  law — and  if 
its  operation  would,  in  their  opinion,  diminish  the  rev- 
enue  to  an  extent  greater  than  the  expenditures  of 
Government  will  admit  of,  what  course  it  will  be  ex- 
pedient to  pursue  to  8U]»plj  that  deficiency. 

Mr.  Owen  addressed  the  Chair  to  the  following 
effect: 

The  resolution  which  I  have  submitted  to  the 
consideration  of  the  House,  embraces  considera- 
tions of  the  deepest  importance.  An  additional 
interest  is  given  to  it,  on  account  of  its  being  a 
departure,  in  some  degree,  from  the  ordinary  course 
of  proceeding  in  Parliamentary  bodies;  and  to  this 
point  permit  me  to  ask  the  particular  attention  of 
the  House,  for  it  is  not  my  wish  to  make  innova- 
tions upon  ancient  usage,  or  to  violate  e.stablisbed 
rule.  I  should,  therefore,  be  pleased  to  learn  the 
opinions  of  honorable  gentlemen,  who  have  more 
experience  in  legislation  than  1  have,  upon  this 
point.  But,  to  me,  from  my  limited  experience, 
from  all  the  sources  of  information  upon  such 
subjects,  which  have  been  within  my  reach,  1 
have  concluded,  that,  though  there  was  to  be 
found  no  precedent  in  our  legislative  proceeding, 
that  yet  it  is  strictly  parliamentary,  and  to  thia 
authority  only  which  we  could  look,  1  am  sup- 
ported— I  mean  the  proceedings  in  the  British 
rarliament.  And  to  this  point  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  who  addressed  the  Com- 
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mittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  a 
few  days  ago.  made  so  correctly  this  reference, 
that  it  is  useless  to  repeat  it.  1  take  it  for  granted, 
then,  that  this  proposition  is  fairly  before  the 
Hoase;  and,  indeed,  if  it  were  not,  its  importance 
to  the  dearest  interests  of  this  country  would  call 
upon  the  House  to  exercise  the  great  power  with 
which  it  is  vested,  in  the  universal  control  of  its 
own  proceedings,  when  the  public  good  de- 
mands it. 

I  will  proceed,  then,  to  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution ;  iliough  I  would  here  remark  that  it  is 
not  my  wish,  and  I  hope  gentlemen  will  not  so 
understand  me,  to  suspend  the  discussion  of  the 
bill  alluded  to  in  the  resolution,  until  the  report  of 
the  committee  can  be  obtained ;  but,  to  let  it  pro- 
ceed, as  if  no  such  resolution  had  passed.  And, 
before  we  are  called  upon  finally  to  act,  the  in- 
formation wished  for,  would,  without  doubt,  be 
furnished. 

There  are  two  distinct  propositions  contained 
in  the  resolution.  The  first  is,  to  ascertain  the 
effect  that  the  adoption  of  the  proposed  tariff  will 
have  upon  the  revenue  of  the  Government — the 
second,  if  that  effect  causes  a  deficiency  in  the 
revenue,  in  what  manner  that  deficiency  is  to  be 
supplied. 

Many  have  been  the  estimates  and  calculations 
already  submitted  to  this  House,  with  regard  to 
this  effect,  all  of  which  go  to  show  that  a  defi- 
ciency in  the  revenue  must  necessarily  follow  the 
adoption  of  the  tariff,  with  its  present  provisions; 
but,  to  what  extent,  there  is  diuerence  in  opinion; 
that  this  may  be  reconciled,  and  the  estimates  fur- 
nished may  be  official,  I  would  hope  that  the 
House  would  sustain  my  proposition.  Let  it  then 
be  conceded  (as  I  believe  the  most  devoted  friends 
of  the  tariff  are  willing  to  do)  that  the  revenue 
will  be  diminished  to  an  extent  greater  than  our 
expenditures  will  admit  of.  When  is  the  proper 
time  to  take  steps  to  supply  the  deficiency  ?  My 
own  opinion  is,  this  should  go  hand  in  hand ; 
that,  with  the  commencement  of  the  disease  should 


these  points  come  officially,  and  in  this  shape  we 
ought  to  have  it. 

But,  to  return  to  the  main  object  of  the  resolu- 
tion— the  probable  deficiency  in  our  revenue — I 
did  say  that  it  would  be  conceded  that  this  was 
inevitable.  But,  if  it  is  not,  I  would  beg  leave  to 
remark,  that  the  subjects  toward  which  the  pro- 
visions of  the  tariff  are  mainly  directed,  are,  also, 
the  most  important  sources  of  our  present  revenue. 
Against  woollens,  cottons,  linens,  hardware,  glass, 
and  foreign  distilled  spirits,  are  the  provisions  of 
the  tariff  directed  ;  and,  some  think,  even  to  a  pro- 
hibition. If  this  should  be  the  case — as  from  these 
our  revenue  principally  arises — there  is  no  member 
of  this  House  who  can,  for  a  moment,  hesitate 
upon  the  propriety  of  pursuing  the  course  pointed 
out  in  the  resolution.  We  must,  therefore,  con- 
clude that  the  passage  of  the  tariff,  in  its  present 
shape,  must  be  destructive  to  the  revenue.  And 
I  am  well  convinced  that  no  individual  is  prepared 
to  say  that  this  would  not  bring  upon  our  govern- 
I  mental  operations  much  embarrassment  and  retard 
its  regular  progress.  This  is  a  state  of  things  that 
we  all  must  he  anxiously  desirous  never  to  bear 
witness  to.  Lest,  then,  we  should  be  compelled 
to  do  so,  and  that  by  our  own  acts,  let  us  inquire 
what  there  is  to  be  done — and  this  brings  me  to 
the  j-econd  proposition  contained  in  my  resolution. 
If  there  is  a  deficiency,  in  what  manner  is  it  to  be 
supplied  ?  Here,  perhaps,  in  the  outset,  I  may  be 
told,  "  that  sufficient  unto  the  day  is  the  evil  there- 
of" But,  with  due  deference  to  the  opinions  of 
all  others,  for  my  own  part,  I  should  think  that  it 
was  the  true  and  sound  policy  of  all  Governments, 
that  when  evil  is  anticipated,  to  prepare  to  meet  it 
by  provident  provisions;  and  not  to  await  its  in- 
jury— lest,  to  recover  from  it,  might  require  re- 
doubled energy.  What  then,  is  to  be  done?  This 
is  the  fit  time  to  make  the  inquiry. 

I  am  told  by  honorable  gentlemen,  that  the  ad- 
vancement ot  the  manufacturing  interests  is  of 
such  vital  importance,  that  though  we  should  be 
driven  to  excise  and  direct  taxation,  that  this  pol- 


begin  the  application  of  the  remedy.  But,  before  i  icy  would  be  willingly  adopted  ;  for  ray  own  part, 
I  proceed  further  upon  this  point,  I  would  remark,  I  I  do  think  that,  before  this  policy  is  resorted  to,  the 
that  the  mode  I  have  adopted  to  attain  my  object,  situation  of  the  country  should  be  properly  under- 
is  the  correct  one.  That  the  information  asked  I  stood  ;  and,  from  the  principles  of  our  Gfovernraent, 
for,  is  desirable,  indeed  absolutely  necessary,  all  this  should  be  the  last,  the  ultimate  resort ;  extreme 
admit.  Through  your  committees,  then,  sir,  should  cases  alone  can  justify  it.  The  State  that  I  repre- 
this  information  come;  the  very  organization  of  5ent  is  unprepared  to  endure  this  policy.  We  are 
our  body,  its  distribution  of  business  among  our  already  heavily  burdened,  the  States  generally  are 
committees,  established  usage,  have  prescribed  !  embarrassed ;  I  shall  then  most  solemnly  protest 
the  mode  of  obtaining  information  useful  and  ne-  ^  against  this  resort.  Otiier  gentlemen  are  prepared, 
cessary,  upon  any  subject  of  deliberation,  to  be  j  perhaps,  to  say  that  a  "  public  debt  is  a  public  ble»- 


through  the  appropriate  committees;  this  will  be 
admitted.  But  perhaps  I  may  be  told  that  the 
committee  mentioned  in  the  resolution  is  not  the 
proper  one;  that  if  there  was  to  be  a  deficiency  in 
our  revenue,  caused  by  the  act  of  one  committee, 
that  same  committee  should  devise  means  to  sup- 
ply it ;  that  the  committee  that  pulled  down  should 
also  build  up.  From  this  opinion,  should  it  be 
entertained,  I  must  dissent ;  over  public  revenue 
and  public  expenditure,  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  have  exclusive  jurisdiction  ;  from  that 
committee,  alone,  then,  can  any  information  upon 


sing;"  and,  to  obtain  this,  we  will  destroy  the  re- 
venue, and  effect  a  loan  to  meet  public  expendi- 
tures. From  this  policy  I  must  also  be  permitted 
to  dissent.  1  hope,  therefore,  a  majority  of  this 
House  will  view  this  subject  in  the  same  light  that 
I  do,  and  sustain  me  in  the  proposition  ;  at  all 
events,  no  evil  can  result  from  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution  ;  and  indeed  I  wish  the  information  in 
this  official  manner,  that  the  people  of  the  country 
may  know  what  is  to  be  the  immediate  effect  of 
this  tariff,  if  made  a  law,  upon  their  interests.  I 
hope  the  resolution  will  be  adopted. 
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Mr.  Tod  opposed  the  resolution,  conceiving  it 
(until  set  right  by  an  explanation  from  Mr.  Owen) 
to  be  a  measure  intended  for  delaying  the  discus- 
sion of  the  bill.  Procrastination  had  last  session 
been  successfully  resorted  to  to  dt- feat  the  bill ;  and 
the  manufacturers,  in  consequence  of  the  unsuc- 
cessful agitation  ol  the  tariff  question  in  this  House, 
had  sustained  a  loss  of  two  millions  of  dollars ;  be- 
cause the  foreign  merchants  and  manufacturers 
conceiving  it  as  a  thing  of  course  that  such  a  bill, 
if  once  proposed,  could  not  be  rejected,  had  poured 
in  their  goods  in  great  quantities,  in  anticipation 
of  its  passage.  He  trusted  gentlemen  would  not 
attempt  the  safhe  policy  again.  The  bill  would 
have  to  be  passed  upon  sooner  or  later.  If  put  off 
now.  It  would  certainly  come  up  next  year;  and 
if  put  off  then,  it  would  recur  the  year  following; 
and  would  gentlemen  thus  waste  the  time  and  mo- 
ney of  their  constituents?  Could  not  the  gentle- 
man from  Alabama  vote  till  he  had  learned  the 
opinion  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means? 
The  bill,  at  all  events,  could  do  no  fatal  injury  to 
the  revenue  in  one  or  two  years;  that  a  previous 
plan  was  indispensable  to  meet  its  effects. 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  (chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means)  had  no  objection 
to  the  gentleman's  obtaining  the  information 
sought  by  his  resolution  ;  but  objected  to  the  mode 
proposed.  The  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Manufactures  was  the  proper  organ  through  whom 
to  obtain  it.  That  committee  were  in  possession 
of  all  the  facts  on  ihe  subject;  the  operation  of 
the  bill  must,  of  course,  have  long  been  before 
them  ;  and  if  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
were  applied  to,  they  would  only  have  to  go  to 
the  Committee  of  Manufactures  to  eet  what  they 
might  report  to  the  House.  The  bill  was  not  for 
revenue,  but  for  protection;  it  therefore  apper- 
tained wholly  to  the  other  committee.  But,  if  the 
gentleman  wished  a  counteracting  system  pre- 
pared, to  meet  the  operation  of  the  tariff  bill,  he 
was  premature.  If  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  should  now  propose  a  plan,  it  must  be 
founded  on  the  bill  as  it  at  present  stands ;  but,  by 
the  time  that  report  should  be  prepared,  the  bill 
might  be  entirely  changed,  and  a  new  report  must 
be  prepared.  When  the  bill  had  undergone  all 
its  modifications,  and  had  passed  the  House,  if 
Its  operation  was  to  be  injurious  to  the  revenue, 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  would,  of 
course,  find  it  their  duty  to  provide  a  plan  of  rem- 
edy. But,  having,  last  session,  given  the  subject 
a  careful  and  deliberate  examination,  he  was  de- 
cidedly of  opinion  that  a  tariff  might  be  adopted, 
which,  while  it  gave  every  proper  protection  to 
manufactures,  instead  of  diminishing,  would  aug- 
ment the  revenue.  He  would  not  go  so  far  as  to 
say  that  the  present  bill  needed  no  alteration  in 
any  of  Its  details;  but  he  was  satisfied  the  two 
objects  were  perfectly  compatible.  He  referred, 
in  support  of  this  position,  to  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  last  year  laid  before 
Congress,  (a  part  of  which  he  read,)  and  observed, 
ID  conclusion,  that  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  were  prepared  to  perform  their  duty,  when 
the  proper  occasion  required  it. 


Mr.  Livingston  considered  the  information 
sought  for  in  the  resolution  indispen.sable  to  an 
intelligent  vote  on  the  bill  before  the  House. 
Some  gentlemen  believed  the  revenue  would  be 
seriously  affected,  if  not  destroyed  by  its  operation. 
He  wished  some  certain  information  whether  this 
was  likely  to  be  the  fact,  and  if  it  was  about  to 
take  away  one-half,  or  one-third,  or  any  other 
large  portion  of  the  revenue,  he  wished  to  see  be- 
forehand how  this  was  to  be  made  up.  He  did 
expect  that  the  honorable  chairman  ot  the  Com- 
mittee of  Manufactures  would  have  laid  some  de- 
tailed and  authentic  statement  on  this  subject  be- 
fore the  House;  he  had  waited  for  it,  but  in  vain. 
He  did  not  care  from  what  committee  it  was  ob- 
tained, but  thought  that,  as  it  was  a  question 
which  touched  the  revenue,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  would  be  the  proper  committee 
to  present  it  to  the  House ;  and  he  quoted  the 
standing  rules  of  the  House  to  show  the  duties  of 
that  committee.  He  wished  to  see  a  formal  re- 
port, that  he  might  have  something  to  show  to 
his  constituents,  and  quiet  their  apprehensions, 
and  if  it  could  not  be  prepared  in  a  week,  he 
would  wait  ten  days,  or  even  a  fortnight,  to  ob- 
tain it.  He  hoped  the  House  would  not,  by  the 
force  of  a  majority,  pass  any  law  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  would  put  It  in  the  power  of  a  minority  to 
say  they  forced  this  measure  upon  us  without 
giving  us  the  requisite  information  respecting  it. 

Mr.  Buchanan  thought  this  a  most  extraordi- 
nary resolution.  After  the  bill  had  been  almost 
a  month  under  discussion,  when  the  measure  had 
been  examined  by  every  newspaper  in  the  country 
for  years  past,  and  the  whole  nation  had  taken 
sides  on  the  question,  that  Congress  should  for- 
mally ask  for  information  as  to  what  would  be  the 
operation  of  the  bill  !  He  thought  gentlemen 
were  competent  to  obtain  this  information  for 
themselves,  or  why  were  they  sent  here?  The 
gentleman  from  Louisiana  had  now  come  fairly 
out,  and  avowed  his  willingness  for  delay  ;  but  it 
was  delay  that  ruined  the  bill  last  session,  and 
delay  would  destroy  it  now.  The  chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  had  expressed 
his  opinion — the  members  of  that  committee  were 
all  in  the  House  :  Why  send  them  out  to  make  a 
long  report,  and  then  occupy  as  much  lime  after- 
wards as  before  it  ?  It  was  unreasonable  to  find 
fault  with  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Manufactures,  for  not  laying  a  general  statement 
before  the  House;  he  had  not  been  called  on  to  do 
so — the  debate  having  thus  far  been  almost  con- 
fined to  cotton  bagging.  When  necessary,  he 
doubted  not  that  gentleman  was  fully  prepared 
to  show  what  would  be  the  operation  of  the  whole 
bill,  and  of  all  its  parts. 

Mr.  Brent  thought  the  opposition  to  the  reso- 
lution was  yet  more  extraordinary  than  the  reso- 
lution could  be.  It  was  accused  of  being  a  mere 
scheme  for  delay ;  but  the  gentleman  from  Ala- 
bama had  expressly  disavowed  any  intention  of 
suspending  the  debate.  Some  honorable  gentle- 
men from  Kentucky  bad  said  that  if  the  bill  was 
going  to  lead  to  an  excise,  they  should  oppose  it. 
Surely  we  wanted  information  on  that  point. 
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Here  the  debate  was  arresied  by  the  Speaker, 
who  proclaimed  the  order  of  the  day. 

MILITARY  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McLane,  all  the  previous 
orders  of  the  day  were  su-s})ended,  and  the  House 
went  into  Commiitee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Taylor, 
of  New  York,  in  the  Chair,)  on  the  bill  making 
appropriations  for  the  military  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  for  the  year  1824.  The  bill  was  con- 
sidered as  reported  m  blank  ;  and  the  first  blank, 
which  is  for  the  pay  of  the  Army,  and  subsistence 
of  officers,  including  the  pay  and  subsistence  of 
the  officers  and  cadets  belongmg  to  the  Military 
Academy,  at  West  Point,  was  filled  with  8994,- 
307  05. 

The  second  blank,  for  subsistence,  was  filled 
with  $269,847. 

The  third  blank,  for  forage  for  officers,  was 
filled  with  §39,126. 

The  fourth  blank,  for  the  recruiting  service, 
was  tilled  with  S13,400. 

The  fifth  blank,  for  contingent  expenses  for  the 
recruiting  service,  was  filled  with  §15,800. 

The  sixth  blank,  for  the  Purchasing  Depart- 
ment, was  tilled  with  §141,127  59. 

In  answer  to  a  query  of  Mr.  Trimble,  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
(Mr.  McLane)  replied,  thai  in  the  purchases  for 
the  clothing  of  the  troops,  a  preference  was  al- 
ways given  to  American  manufactures,  (unle^s 
where  the  public  interest  would  materially  suffer.) 

Mr.  Tri.mble  thought  this  rule  ought  univer- 
sally to  prevail.  As  we  were  soon  to  be  called  on 
to  attend  the  funeral  of  our  little  Army,  he  wished 
to  know  whether  its  shroud  was  to  be  made  of 
American  manufacture  or  foreign. 

Mr.  McLane  said  that  many  of  our  wooUeu 
manufactories  were  sustained  almost  entirely  by 
purchases  from  the  War  Department. 

The  seventh  blank,  for  the  purchase  of  wool- 
lens, during  the  year  1824,  in  advance  for  the  year 
1825,  was  tilled  with  §20,000. 

Mr.  Cobb  made  some  inquiries  respecting  this 
item,  and  Mr.  Floyd  moved  to  strike  it  out°  but 
its  propriety  was  explained  and  defended  by  Mr. 
McLane.  and  the  motion  to  strike  out  was  not 
agreed  to. 

The  eighth  blank,  for  the  Medical  and  Hospital 
Department,  was  filled  with  §10,000. 

Mr.  Cocke  moved  to  strike  it  out.  Mr.  Whip- 
ple replied  and  advocated  its  necessity,  and  the 
motion  was  lost. 

The  ninth  blank,  for  the  Quartermaster  Gen- 
eral's Department,  was  filled  with  §249,rX)0- 

The  tenth  blank,  for  the  Military  Academy,  in- 
cluding liospital  for  cadets  and  troops,  two  wings 
to  be  added  to  the  Academy,  for  the  departments 
ofphilosophy  and  chemistry;  adoublesione  house, 
for  accommodation  of  two  families  of  professors; 
a  laboratory  and  green-house,  out  houses  for  super- 
intendent's quarters;  office  for  the  professor  of 
engineering;  cast  iron  pipes  for  supplying  water ; 
a  modeller,  and  a  plate  for  a  diploma  for  graduates' 
was  filled  with  §33,400. 

For  the  purchase  j4  Gridley';*  farm,  §10,000. 


On  thissum,andespcciallyon  a  component  item, 
of  ten  thousand  dollars,  for  the  purchase  of  a 
farm  adjoining  the  Academy,  a  desultory  debate 
arose,  which  occupied  the  House  till  afier  four 
o'clock.  The  propriety  of  the  purchase  was  ad- 
vocated by  Messrs.  Craio,  Warfield,  Poinhett, 
Strong,  McLane,  Sharpe,  Archer,  Wood] 
Mercer,  Hamilton, and  McDi'FFiE — and  opposed 
by  Messrs.  Cobb,  Buck,  Cocke,  Sanford,  Mc- 
Coy, and  Floyd.  Mr.  Cocke  proposed  an  amend- 
ment, making  the  appropriation  for  the  purchase 
conditional;  1st,  that  no  more  than  §10,000  should 
be  given  for  the  land  ;  and,  2d,  that  the  consent 
of  the  State  of  New  York  should  be  given  to  the 
sale.  The  former  condition  prevailed,  but  the 
latter,  on  motion  of  Mr.  McDi;ffie,  was  stricken 
out ;  and  the  whole  clause,  as  amended,  was 
carried — ayes  107. 

In  support  of  this  measure,  it  appeared  that  a 
part  of  the  small  isolated  spot  on  which  the  Acad- 
emy stands,  (surrounded  on  one  side  by  a  deep 
river,  and  on  the  other  by  steep  and  almost  inac- 
ces>ible  mountains,)  is  occupied  by  a  farm,  owned 
by  a  Mr.  Gridley,  on  which  there  stands  a  tavern^ 
but  a  few  hundred  yards  from  the  Academy. 
Every  effort  to  remove  so  great  a  nuisance,  or  to 
bring  it  under  any  effectual  restraint,  had  proved 
unavailing;  and  its  effect,  in  counteracting  the 
salutary  discipline  of  the  establishment,  had  long 
been  a  source  of  painful  regret  to  the  superintend- 
ing officers.  As  the  only  efficient  remedy,  it  was 
proposed  to  buy  the  land  for  the  United  States, 
and  attach  it  to  the  Academy  ;  to  which  a  farther 
inducement  operated,  as  it  would  afford  a  favor- 
able site  for  a  hospital  and  other  out-buildings. 
The  measure  was  opposed,  as  unnecessary,  and  as 
insufficient  for  the  end  proposed.  Unnecessary, 
because  the  cadets  were  supposed  to  be  in  no  dan- 
ger from  so  low  and  degrading  a  temptation  as  a 
tavern  could  afford  ;  if  any  of  them  were  disposed 
to  become  sots,  they  ought  at  once  to  be  expelled 
from  the  Institution.  And,  besides,  the  discipline 
of  the  establishment  ought  to  be  sufficient  to  re- 
strain immorality  among  the  students.  Insuffi- 
cient, because  if  the  whole  farm  was  purchased,  a 
tavern  would  be  erected  a  little  further  off,  and 
the  danger  as  great  as  ever.  Besides,  there  was  a 
daily  communication  with  Newburg  and  New 
Windsor,  and  also  occasionally  with  New  York  ; 
and  young  men  disposed  to  dis-sipation  could  not 
be  checked  by  putting  the  means  of  gratification 
at  a  little  greater  distance.  Other  establishments 
of  the  same  kind,  in  the  South  and  in  the  West, 
were  situated  in  the  midst  of  cities  or  populous 
towns,  and  yet  were  in  a  good  condition. 

To  this  it  was  replied,  that  the  officers  on  the 
spot  were  the  best  judges  of  the  case,  and  they 
were  deeply  impressed  with  the  indispensable  ne- 
cessity of  having  that  tavern  put  down.  They 
had  endeavored  to  effect  its  suppression  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  State  Legislature  of  New  York,  and 
some  bill  on  that  subject  was  now  before  that 
body.  Distance  was  certainly  a  most  important 
circumstance  in  measuring  the  strength  of  any 
temptation  on  the  minds  of  the  young.  But  the 
laud   at  West  Point  was  so  situated,  that  if  this 
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little  farm  was  held  by  the  United  States,  there 
was  no  spot  for  miles  round  on  which  a  tavern 
could  possibly  be  erected.  An  affecting  appeal 
was  made  by  Mr.  Mercer,  in  behalf  of  parental 
anxiety,  and  on  youthful  accessibility  to  the  ap- 
proaches of  temptation;  the  warmest  encomiums 
were  pronounced  upon  the  state  of  discipline  and 
the  system  of  instruction  in  the  Academy,  its 
order,  regularity,  and  exact  police.  Mr.  Poinsett 
had  visited  the  European  Military  Schools,  and 
pronounced  this  to  be  equal  to  any  of  them,  if  not 
sui)erior.  Mr.  Archer  testified  with  enthusiasm 
to  the  same  point,  and  wished  that  the  Secretary 
of  War,  in  selecting  from  Congress  a  Visiiinfy 
Committee  to  examine  the  Institution,  would  al- 
ways compose  it  of  its  most  decided  enemies :  ihey 
needed  only  one  visit  to  convert  them  into  its 
warmest  advocates. 

Mr.  Wood  valued  it  as  the  best  substitute  for  a 
standing  army,  by  supplying,  annually,  a  quota  of 
accomplished  military  men,  capable  of  organizing 
the  militia  of  the  country,  and  giving  immediate 
efficiency  to  our  Constitutional  defence. 

Mr.  Foot  was  a  friend  to  the  Institution  and  to 
the  measure  now  proposed  ;  but  had  an  objection 
to  its  introduction  into  an  appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  LivERMoRE  was  also  a  friend  to  the  Acad- 
emy, but  feared  the  insisting  on  this  purchase 
might  increase  the  objections  of  its  opponents; 
and  he  disliked  this  indirect  sort  of  legislation.  If 
the  farm  was  wanted,  pass  an  act  appropriating  a 
sum  for  its  purchase. 

Some  little  pleasantry  occurred  in  the  debate, 
in  consequence  of  a  remark  of  Mr.  Warfield, 
that  he  spoke  in  favor  of  the  school  from  no  per- 
sonal or  parental  feelings,  as,  he  thanked  Heaven, 
he  still  enjoyed  a  state  of  single  blessedness.  Mr. 
Floyd,  in  reply,  observed,  that  he  was  happy  to 
observe  the  gentleman  was  very  thankful  even  for 
the  smallest  blessing.  Mr.  Buck  founded  his  op- 
position to  the  measure,  from  personal  observation, 
having  been  for  years  a  student  at  West  Point. 
With  this  exception,  every  gentleman  who  had 
visited  this  Institution,  warmly  advocated  the  ap- 
propriation. 

Having  proceeded  thus  far  in  the  bill,  the  Com- 
mittee rose,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 


Friday,  February  20. 

Mr.  Archer,  by  leave  of  the  House,  presented 
a  memorial  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Pe- 
tersburg, in  the  State  of  Virginia,  in  opposition  to 
such  a  revision  of  the  tariff  of  duties  on  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  upon  their  importation 
into  the  United  Slates,  as  is  proposed  in  the  bill 
now  pending  before  this  House,  to  amend  the 
several  acts  imposing  duties  on  imports. — Re- 
ferred. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  commu- 
nication from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  ac- 
companied by  the  statements  of  the  affairs  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  called  for  by  the  reso- 
lution adopted  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Storrb,  on 
the  17th  instant ;  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 


CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

Mr.  Sloane,  from  the  Commiiee  of  Elections, 
to  which  was  referred  the  memorial  of  sundry 
citizens  of  the  Congressional  district  of  Norfolk, 
in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  complaining  of  the 
election  and  return  of  John  Bailey,  as  a  member 
of  this  House  from  said  district,  presented  a  re- 
port, concluding  with  a  resolution  "  that  Mr.  Bai- 
ley is  not  entitled  to  a  seat  in  this  House ;"  which 
report  was  laid  on  the  table.  The  report  is  as 
follows : 

The  Committee  of  Elections,  to  which  was  referred 
the  petition  of  sundry  citizens  snd  inhaWtanUi  of  tb« 
district  of  Norfolk,  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Maana- 
chusetu,  praying,  for  the  reasons  therein  set  forth, 
that  John  Baiiey,  the  member  returned  from  said  dis> 
tricl  to  the  present  Congress,  may  not  be  admitted  to 
•  seat  in  this  House,  have  bad  the  same  under  con- 
sideration, and  submit  the  fallowing  report : 

The  petitioners  found  their  objections  to  the  right 
of  Mr.  Bailry  to  a  seat  in  this  House,  on  the  alleged 
fact  that  he  is  ineligible,  not  being  possessed  of  those 
qualifications  whi«  h,  by  the  Constitution  of  the  Uui- 
ted  Slates,  are  indispensable  to  the  holding  of  a  seat 
in  Congress,  "  because,  at  the  time  the  election  was 
held,  at  which  the  said  Bailey  was  supposed  to  have 
been  chosen,  he  was  not  an  inhabitant  of  Massachu- 
setts, but  then  was,  and  for  many  years  before  had 
been,  and  FtitI  is,  an  inhabitant  of  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, in  the  District  of  Columbia.  In  pursuance  of 
the  authority  vested  in  the  committee  by  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  House,  they  have  procured  a  statement 
from  the  Hon.  John  Q.  Adams,  Secretary  of  State,  and 
they  have  obtained  the  affidavit  of  Charles  Bulfinch, 
Esq.,  of  the  city  of  Washington.  The  Secretary 
states  that  Mr.  Bailey  was  a}>pointed  by  him  a  clerk 
in  the  Department  of  State,  on  the  first  day  of  Octo- 
ber, 1817,  at  which  time  he  was  a  resident  of  Massa- 
chusetts, and  that  he  immediately  repaired  to  Wash- 
ington, and  entered  on  the  duties  of  his  appointment, 
and  that  he  has  continued  to  reside  in  this  city  from 
that  time,  in  the  capacity  of  a  clerk  in  the  Department 
of  State,  until  the  2l8t  day  of  October,  1823.  at  which 
time  he  resigned  the  appointment.  He  further  states 
that  he  has  never  known  Mr.  Bailey  to  exercise  any 
of  the  rights  of  citizenship  within  the  District,  but  al- 
ways understood  him  is  considering  Massachusetts  as 
his  home,  and  his  residence  here  as  only  temporary; 
and  that  he  had  considered  Mr.  Bailey  as  eligible,  ^c. 
Charles  Bulfinch,  Esq.,  testifies  that  be  has  known  Mr. 
Baiiey  in  this  city  since  January,  1818;  that  he  has 
resided  in  a  public  hotel,  with  occasional  absences  on 
visits  to  Massachusetts,  until  his  marriage  in  this 
city,  which  took  place  about  a  year  since,  at  which 
time  he  took  bis  residence  in  the  family  of  his  wife's 
mother,  where  he  still  remains;  that  he  knows  of  no 
instance  of  his  exercising  any  of  the  rights  of  citizen- 
ship in  this  District.  It  sppears  that  the  election  at 
which  Mr.  Bailey  was  chosen  was  held  on  the  8th  day 
of  September,  182.3,  at  which  time  he  was  actually 
residing  in  this  city  in  the  capacity  of  •  clerk  in  the 
State  Department.  The  second  section  of  the  first 
article  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  pro- 
vides "that  no  person  shall  be  a  Representative  who 
shall  not  have  attained  to  the  age  of  twenty-five  years, 
and  been  seven  years  a  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
and  who  thall  not,  when  elected,  be  an  inhabitant  of 
that  State  in  which  he  shall  be  chosen." 


».'., 
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The  subject  referred  to  the  committee,  they  have 
▼iewed  as  one  of  great  national  consequence,  and  they 
have  entered  upon  the  consideration  of  it  with  a  diffi- 
dence corresponding  with  its  importance.     The  diffi- 
culty attending  the   interpretation   of  Constitutional 
provisions,  which  depend  on  the  construction  of  a  par- 
ticular word,  renders  it  necessary  to  a  complete  ex- 
plication, to  obtain,   if  possible,  a  knowledge  of  the 
reasons  which  influenced  the  framers  of  the  Constitu- 
tion in  the  adoption  and  use  of  the  word  "  inhabitant," 
and  to  make  an  endeavor  at  ascertaining,  as  far  as 
practicable,  whether  they  intended  it  to  apply,  accord- 
ing to  its  common  acceptation,  to  the  persons  whose 
abode,  living,  ordinary  habitation,  or  home,  should  be 
within  thelState  in  which  they  should  be  chosen,  or, 
on  the  contrary,    according   to   some    uncommon  or 
technical  meaning.     In  what  sense  this  word  was  in- 
tended to  apply,  can  only  be  determined  by  reference 
to  the  Constitution  itself;  but  some  light  may,  per- 
haps, be  thrown  on  the  subject,  by  consulting  the  his- 
tory  of   the    times  in  ^ffich   that  Constitution   was 
formed.     It  is  well  known  that,  at  that  time,  much 
difference  of  opinion  existed  throughout  the  Union  as 
to  what  form  of  Government  would  be  best  suited  to 
the  situation  of  the  country ;  and  that  the  difficulties 
which  the  Convention  had  to  encounter,  in  adjusting 
the  powers  that  were  to  be   conferred  on   the  General 
Government,  and  those  which  were  to  be  reserved  to 
the  States,  were  of  no  ordinary  kind.     That  body  was, 
for  a  long  time,  divided   into   three  different   parties, 
unequal  in  numbers,  but  alike  zealous  in  support  of 
their  favorite  theories;  one  was  for  a  Government  of 
a  consolidated  lorm,  in  which  the  State  governments 
would  scarcely  have  sustained  their  existence  ;  another 
was  for  a  system  of  the  Federal  complexion,  differing 
but  little  Irom  the  original  compact,  under  the   Arti- 
cles of  Confederation ;  and  a  third  was  in  favor  of  a 
Government  parUkin^l)oth  of  the  national  and  feder- 
ative principle.     'I'hose  who  were  in  favor  of  retaining 
to  the  States  the  greatest  portion  of  their  sovereignly, 
were  extremely  assiduous  and  persevering,  and  it  was 
with  much  reluctance  that  they  finally  agreed  to  unite 
in  that  spirit  of  mutual  concession  and  compromise, 
out  of  which  resulted  the  adoption  of  the  present  Con- 
stitution.    This  class  of  politicians  had  imbibed  the 
opinion  that  almost  any  features  of  a  national  charac- 
ter, which  should  be  incorporated  into  the  Constitu- 
tion, would,  in  the  progress  of  the  Government,  absorb 
the  most  essential  powers  of  the  Sutes,  and    render 
them  little  mure  than  subordinate  corporations;  and 
it  was,  no  doubt,  owing  to  their  exertions  that  many 
of  those  provisions  were  inserted  in  the  Constitution, 
which  go  to  sustain  the  distinctive  character  of  the 
several  Slates  as  component  parU  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, and  which  were  intended  as  effectual  checks 
to  its  progressive  influence.    Of  this  nature  is  the  pro- 
vuion  that  the  Sutes  shall   be  equally  represented   in 
tne  Senate ;   that  the  votes   in   the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, in  deciding  the  election  of  President  of  the 
Lnited  States,  shall  be  by  States,  each  State   having 


view  of  this  subject,  which  in   all   probability  had   iu 
influence  with    the  framers  of  the  Constitution,  and 
induced  them  to  confine  the  people  to  the   election  of 
Senators  and  Representatives  from  among  the  inhabi- 
tants of  their  respective  States.      They  could  not  but 
anticipate  that,  in  the  progress  of  time,  the  General 
Government    would    necessarily   concentrate,    at   th* 
Seat  of  that  Government,   a  number  of  persons  who 
would  be  engaged  in  the  different  branches  of  its  Ad- 
ministration, and  whose  long  habit  of  dependence  on 
those  who  might  fill  the  chief  places   in   the  Govern- 
ment, would  do  much  towirds  enlisting  them  in  sup- 
port of  almost  any  cause  which   the  Administration 
might  wish    to    promote.     Every   person    acquainted 
with  human  nature  must  lie  fully  satisfied  of  the  bias 
which  long  continuunre  in   particular  situations  and 
associations  is  likely  to  produce   on  the   mind ;   and 
statesmen,  s«  well  versed  in  political  history  as  were 
the  members  of  the  Federal  Convention  in  forming  a 
Constitution  of  Government,  could   not  exclude  from 
their  minds  the  course  of  policy  pursued  by  the  British 
Government  in   this  respect.     It  wjis  well  known    to 
them  that,  by  means  of  the  election  of  favorites  to  the 
House  of  Commons,  through  the   direct   influence  of 
the  Government,  the  Ministry  were  enabled  to  govern 
that  country  in   contempt  of  the   public  will,  thereby 
rendering  representation  a  mere  form.     The  true  the- 
ory of  representative  Government  is  bottomed  on   the 
principle  that  public  opinion  is  to  direct  the  legislation 
of  the  country,  sul>ject  to  the  provisions  of  the  Consti- 
tution, and  the  most   effectual   means   of  securing   a 
due  regard  to  the  public  interest,  and    a    proper  soli- 
citude  to   relieve   the    public    inconvrnicnciejt,   is,  to 
have  the  Representative   selected    from    the   bosom  of 
that  society   which  is  comp<>sed   of  his  constituents. 
A  knowledge  of   the  character  of  a  people  for  whom 
one  is  called   to  act,  is  truly  necessary,  as  well  as  of 
the  views  which  they  entertain  of  public  affairs.    This 
can  only  be  acquired   by  mingling   in   their  company 
and  joining  in  their  convertiations  ;  but,  above,  all,  that 
reciprocity  of  feeling  and  identity  of  interest,  so  neces- 
sary to  relations  of  this  kind,  and  which  operate  as  a 
mutual  guarantee  between  the  parties,  can  only  exist. 
in  their  full  extent,  among  members  of  the  same  com- 
munity.    All  these  reasons  conspire  to  render  it  abso- 
lutely necessary  that  every  well  regulated  Government 
should   have,  in  its  Constitution,   a  provision   which 
should  embrace  those   advantages  ;  and    there  can  he 
no  doubt  it  was  from  considerations  of  this  kind  that 
convention   wisely  determined  to  insert    in  the  Con- 
stitution that  provision  which  declares  no  person  shall 
be   a    member  of  either   House  of  Congress,    "  who 
shall  not,  at  the  time  of  the  election,  be  an  inhabitant 
of  that  State  in  which  he  shall  be  chosen,"  meaning, 
thereby,  that  they  should  be  bonajide  members  of  the 
State,  subject  to  all  the  requisitions  of  its  laws,  and 
entitled  to  all   the    privileges  and    advantages  which 
they  c^infer.     That  this  subject  occupied  the  particu- 
lar attention  of  the  convention,  and  that  the  word  in- 
habitant was  not  introduced  without  due  consideration 
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one  vote;  and  that  none  but  the  inhabitants  of  the  re-  and  discussion,  is  evident  from  the  journals,  by  which 
spective  States  should  represent  them  in  either  House  it  appears  that,  in  the  draught  of  a  constitution  re- 
ot  Congress,  h  was  supposed  that,  unless  a  provision  ported  by  the  committee  of  five,  on  the  6ih  of  August, 
was  made  by  which  Stale  distinctions  and  Slate  feel-  the  word  resident  was  contained,  and  that,  on  the 
ings  were  to  be  preserved,  thorc  would  be  danger  of  8lh  of  the  same  month,  the  convention  amended  that 
a  people  who  had  so  much  intercourse  with  each  other  report,  by  striking  out  '*  resident."  and  inserting  "  in- 
losing  their  atlachment  for  the  Slate  governments,  and  habitant,"  as  a  stronger  term,  intended  more  cleariy  to 
Uiereby  add  loathe  powers  of  the  General  Government,  express  their  intention  that  the  persons  to  be  elected 
whicb  many  thought,  in  its  origin,  alarming  in  their  should  be  completely  identified  with  the  State  in 
extent.    In  connexion  with  this,  there  was  snU  another  which   they  were   to   be  chosen.     Having  examined 
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the  case,  in  connexion  with  the  probable  reasons 
which  influenced  the  minds  of  the  members  of  the 
convention,  and  led  to  the  ase  of  the  word  inhabiUnt 
in  the  Constitution,  in  relation  to  Senators  and  Kep- 
resenUtives  in  Congress,  it  may  not  be  improper,  be- 
fore an  attempt  is  made  at  a  further  definition  of  the 
word,  a  little  to  consider  that  of  citizen,  with  the  view 
of  showing  that  many  of  the  misconceptions  in  respect 
to  the  former,  have  arisen  from  confounding  it  with 
the  latter.  The  word  inhabitant  comprehends  a  sim- 
ple fact,  locality  of  existence  ;  that  of  citizen  a  com- 
bination of  civil  privileges,  some  of  which  may  be  en- 
joyed in  any  of  the  Stales  in  the  Union.  The  word 
citizen  may  properly  be  construed  to  mean  a  member 
of  a  political  society ;  and  although  he  might  be  ab- 
sent for  years,  and  cease  to  be  an  inhabiunl  of  its 
territory,  his  rights  of  citizenship  may  not  be  thereby 
forfeited,  but  may  be  resumed  whenever  he  may 
choose  to  return  ;  or,  indeed,  such  of  them  as  are  not 
interdicted  by  the  requisition  of  inhabitancy,  may  be 
considered  as  reserved  ;  as,  for  instance,  in  many  of 
the  States  a  person  w  ho,  by  reason  of  absence,  would 
not  be  eligible  to  a  seat  in  the  Legislature,  might  be 
appointed  a  judge  of  any  ot  their  courts.  The  rea- 
•on  of  this  is  obvious.  The  judges  are  clothed  with 
no  discretionary  powers  about  which  the  public  opin- 
ion is  necessary  to  be  consulted  ;  they  are  not  makers, 
but  expounders  of  the  law,  and  the  constitution  and 
■tatutes  of  the  State  are  the  only  authorities  they  have 
to  consult  and  obey. 

It  is  not  within  the  knowledge  of  the  committee,  that 
any  of  the  Slates  have  Constitutional  or  legal  provi- 
sions  on    the  subject  of  expatriation,  unless,  indeed, 
the  laws  in  relation  to  the  settlement  of  paupers  should 
be  considered  of  that    description  ;  we  arc,  therefore, 
left  without  any  certain   rule   by  which  to  determine 
what  length  ot  absence  shall  amount  to  a  forfeiture  of 
citizenship.     Perhaps,  the  only  safe  criterion  by  which 
to  determine  the  matter,  would   be  to   consider   every 
person    who  removes  from    one  part  of  the   United 
States  and  settles  in  another,  as  ceasing  to  be  a  citi- 
zen of  the  State  from   which   he  has  removed,  when- 
ever, by  the  constitution  or  laws  of  the  place  where 
he  has  taken    up  his  residence,  he  is  entitled  to  exer- 
cise   the   rights  of  a  citizen  there.     From    what   has 
already  been  said,  it  must  appear  that  the  words  citi- 
zen and    inhabitant  cannot  be  considered  as  synony- 
mous ;  but    it  may  not   be   improper   to  quote  some 
aulhority  in  support  of  this  opinion.     The  difference 
of  situation  between  the  people  of  the  United  States 
and  that  of  the  people  of  Europe,  in  a  political  point 
of  view,  renders  it  difficult  to  find  in  the  writings  on 
either  national  or  municipal  law,  in  that  country,  any 
thing  exactly  in  point ;  all,  however,  agree  in  consid- 
ering  inhabitant  as  connected   with  habitation   and 
abode.      Thus,  Vattel  says,  (in  book  1,  chap.  19,  sec. 
213,)  "The  inhabitants,  as  distinguished  from   citi- 
zens, are   strangers,  who  are  permitted  to  settle  and 
stay  in  the  country.     Bound  by  their  residence  to  the 
society,    they   are  subject  to  the  laws   of  the   Stale 
while  they  reside  there  ;  and  they  are  bound  to  defend 
it  while  it  grants  them  protection,  though  they  do  not 
participate  in  all  the  rights  of  citizens."    If,  according 
to  the  doctrine  here  laid  down,  the  mer»J  settlement  and 
stay  in  a  counUy  where  the  laws  precluded  those  who 
thus  settled  from    becoming  members  of  the  civil   so- 
ciety, gives  the    character  of  inhabitants  to  such  per- 
•ons,  it   clearly   establishes  the    distinction    between 
citizen  and  inhabitant,  and  shows  that  the  latter  appel- 
lation is  derived  from  habitation  and   abode,  and  not 


from  the  pohtical  privileges  they  are  entitled  to  exercise. 
Jacob's  law  dictionary  defines  "  inhabitant"  to  be  "  t 
dweller  or  householder  in  any  place,  as  inhabitants  of 
the  ville  are  householders  in  the  ville.    The  word  inhabi- 
tants includes  tenants  in  fee  simple,  tenanta  (ot  life, 
&c.,  tenanU  at  will,  and    he  who  has  no  interest  but 
only  his  habitation  and  dwelhng."     But  should  these 
authorities  not  be  considered  conclusive  as  to  the  de- 
finition of  the  word  inhabitant,  let  the  constitutions  of 
the  several  Slates  be  examined,  and  see  if,  in  some  of 
them,  the  word  has  not  received  a  construction  exactly 
similar  to  what  is  here  contended  for.    The  constitution 
of  New  Hampshire  contains  the  following  declaration : 
"And  every  person  qualified  as  this  constitution  pro- 
vides, shall  be  considered   an  inhabitant,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  electing  and   being  elected  into  any  office  or 
place  within  this  State,  in  the  town,  parish,  and  plan- 
tation where   he  dwelleth  or  hath   his  home."     The 
constitution  of  Massachusetts  declares  that,  "  to  re- 
move  all  doubts  concerning  the  word  inhabitant,  in 
this  constitution,  every  person  shall  be  considered  an 
inhabitant    (for    the   purpose    of  electing  and    being 
elected  into  any  office  or  place  within  this  State)  in 
that  town,  district,  or  plantation,  where  he  dwelleth 
or  hath  his  home."     The  constitution  of  New  Hamp- 
shire was  adopted  in  1792,  and  that  of  Massachusetts 
in    1780;  the  former  five  years  after,  and  the  latter 
seven  years  before  the  formation  of  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  ;  and  the  word  inhabiUnl  is  used 
in  these  constitutions  in  the  same  relation  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Suie  Legislature,  that  it  is  in  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  to  members  of  Congress. 
These   constitutions  were  formed   by  conventions,  in 
which  were  many  of  the  most  learned  and  practical 
statesmen   of  that   day  ;  and  the  declarations   which 
they  contain  of  the  manner  in  which  they  intended 
the  word    inhabitant  should  be  understood,  ought  to 
be    considered  as  settling,   conclusively,  its  true  and 
legitimate   meaning.     Nearly  all  the  State  constitu- 
tions require  either  inhabitancy  or  residence  as  one  of 
the  qualificationsofKcpresenUtivesin  ihe  Legislature; 
and  in  those  of  Delaware,  Georgia,  and  Ohio,  a  saving 
clause  is  inserted  in  favor  of  such   as  may  be  absent 
on  the  public  business  of  the  State,  or  of'the  United 
States,  thus  clearly  indicating  the  opinion  that  absence 
from  the  Stale  divests  the  person  of  the  character  of 
inhabitant     The  act  of  Congress  of  the  1st  of  March, 
1790,  entitled   ".\n  act  providing  for  the  enumeration 
of  the  inhabiunu  of  the  United  States,"  affords  ano- 
ther evidence  of  the  same  construction  of  the  word 
inhabitant :  the  act  provides  "  that    the  marshals  of 
the  several  districts  of  the  United  Slates  shall  be,  and 
they  are   hereby,  authorized  to  cause  the  number  of 
the  inhabiunu  within  their  respective  districts  to  be 
taken,"  Ac,  and  by  the  same  act,  the  marshal  is  re- 
quired to  make  oath  that  he  will  cause  to  be  made  a 
perfect  enumeration    and    description  of   all  persons 
resident  within  his  district,  &.c.     By  which  it  appears 
that,  in  the  opinion  of  Congress,  at  that  time,  the  in- 
habitants of  the  respective  districU  were  the  persons 
residing  or  living  therein.     The  same  principle  is  also 
recognised  in    the  act  of  Congress  "to  esUblish  the 
judicial  courU  of  the  United  States,"  passed  in  1789. 
In  the  statement  made  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  he 
refers  to  the  practice  of  the  Legislature  of  Massachu- 
setu  in  cases  embracing  the  same   principles  which 
are    involved  in  the  one  under  consideration  ;  these, 
however,  cannot  be  resorted  to  as  precedents,  unless  it 
be  made  to  appear  that  the  question  has  been  discussed 
and  decided  in  that  body.     The  existence  of  the  cases, 
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and  suffering   them  to  pau  by  without  investigation, 
is  no  evidence  that  they  were  in  conformity  with  the 
constitution  of  the  Stale.     To  contest  the  election  of 
«   person  who   is  the  choice  of  the  people,  is  a  very 
unpleasant   task,  one   that  few    will    undertake,  and 
from  that  cause  alone  persons  not  eligible    may  have 
been   permitted  to  retain   seats  in   Legislative  bodies. 
But  it  docs  not  follow  from  this,  that  it  was  not  an  in- 
fraction of  the  principles  of  the  constitution.     But  it  is 
eontentled  by  Mr.  Bailey  that,  as  he  was  in  the  employ 
of  the  General  Government  while  in  this  District,  and 
had  exprefised  an  intention  of  returning  to  Massachu- 
setts, he  still  remains  an  inhabitant  of  that  State,  but 
the  committee  are  unable  to  perceive  the  force  of  the 
reasoning   by  which   this  position  is  attempted  to  be 
maintained.     It  is  true  that,  by  writers  on  the  laws 
of  nations,  ambassadors  and  other  agents  who  go  out 
as  such   from  one  Government  to   reside  near  that  of 
another,  are  considered  as  carrying  with  them  the  sove- 
reignty of  the  Government  to  which  they  belong;  that 
their  rights  as  citizens  are  not  impaired  by  such  absence, 
and  that  children  born  in  the  houses  they  occupy  are 
considered  as  born  within  the  territory  and  jurisdiction 
•f  the  Government  in  whose  service  they  are.      But 
the  analogy  between  the  cases  is  not  discovered  ;  the 
one  is   the  case  of  an  agent  in  a  foreign  country,  not 
possessing  the  capacity,  by  residence  in   that  country, 
to  become  one  of  its  citizens,  or  to  lose  his  allegiance 
to  the  country  from  which  he    comes ;  the  other  is 
that  of  a  person  employed  in  the  service  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government  wilhm  its  territory,  but  without  the 
limits  of  the  State  of  which  he  claims  to  be  an  inhab- 
itant.     That    which   appertains  to    Ministers   of  this 
Government,   who  represent    the    sovereignty  of  the 
nation  in  foreign  countries,  whatever  it  may  be,  can- 
not be  supposed  to  attach  to  tho>ie  in  subordinate  em- 
ployments at  home.     The  relation  which  the  States 
bear   to  each  other,  is  very  different  from  that  which 
the  Union  bears  to  foreign  Governments;  the  several 
States,  by  their  own  constitutions,  prescribed  the  con- 
ditions by  which  the  citizens  of  one  State  shall  become 
citizens  of  another  ;  and  over  this  subject  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  Union  has  no  control  ;  it  would,  therefore, 
be  altogether  fallacious  to  pretend  that  the  bare  holding 
of  an  appointment  under  the  General    Government, 
and  residing  for  years  in  one  of  the  States,  should  pre- 
clude the  holder  from  being  an  inhabitant  and  citizen 
of  such  State,  when,  by  its  ojnstitution  and  laws,  he 
is  recognised  as  such.      How  the  expression  of  an  in- 
tention to  return   at   some  future  time  to   the  State 
from  which  the  person  had  come,  can  affect  the  citi- 
zenship  and   inhabitancy  thus  acquired,  is  impossible 
to   comprehend.     If  citizenship  in    one    part  of  the 
Union  was  only  to  be  acquired  by  a  formal  renunci- 
ation of  allegiance  to  the  State  from  which  the  per- 
son   came,    previous    to  bis    being    admitted    to    the 
rights  of  citizenship  in  the  State  to  which  he  had  re- 
moved, the  expression  of  an  intention  to  return  would 
be  of  importance  ;  but,  as  it  is,  it  can  have  no  bearing 
on  the  case ;  the  doctrine  is  not  applicable  to  citizens 
of  this  confederacy  removing  from  one  State,  and  set- 
tling in  another;  nor  can  it,  in   the  present  case,  be 
considered  as  going  to  establish  inhabitancy  in  Mas- 
sachusetts, when  the  fact  is  conceded  that,  at  the  time 
ef  the  election,  and  for  nearly  six  years  before,  Mr. 
Bailey  was  actually  an  inhabitant  of  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and,  by  the  char- 
ter of  the  city,  and  the  laws  in   force  in   the  District, 
was,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  much  an  inhabit- 


there  during  the  whole  period  of  his  life  ;  and  the  re- 
fusal to  exercise  the  rights  of  a  citizen  can  be  of  no 
consequence  in  the  case.      It  is  not  the  exercise  of  priv- 
ileges that  constitutes  a  citizen  ;  it  is  being  a  citizen 
that  gives  the   title  to  those  privileges.     But  there  is 
one  other  circumstance  attending  this  case  that  re- 
mains to  be  noticed,  and  which,   it  is  prrsumed,  can- 
not fail  to  explain  the  true  character  of  Mr.  Bailey's 
residence  in  the  District  of  Columbia  ;  the  ground  ha 
assumes  is  that,  although  he  was  resident  in  the  Dis- 
trict, his  domicil  was  his  father's  house  in  Massachu- 
setts.    Valtel  says,  (book  1,  chap  19,  sec.  218,)  "  The 
natural  or   original  domicil   is   that  given    us  by  our 
birth,  where  our  father  had  his,  and  we  are  considered 
as  retaining  it  till   we    have  abandoned  it  in  order  to 
choose  another.     The  domicil  acquired  is  that  where 
we  settle  by  our  choice."     A  question   now   presents 
itself  for  solution.     What  shall  be  considered  an  aban- 
donment of  the  natural  or  original  damicil  ?     The  rea- 
son why  the  father's  house  should  be  considered  as  tho 
domicil  of  the  son  is,  that,  previous  to  the  marriage  of 
the    children,    they  all   constitute   but   one   family,  of 
which  the  father  is  the  head, and  his  house  their  com- 
mon home,  so  long  as  they  choose  to  remain  in  it ;  but 
if  the  son  absenU  himself  for  years,  and,  in  the  mean 
time,  marries  a  wife,  he   then    assumes  the  character 
of  the   head  of  a  family  himself;  and  the  relation  in 
which  he  before  stood  to  his  father's  family  is  thereby 
entirely  changed,  and  the    original    domictl   must    bo 
considered  as  abandoned,  and  a  new  one  established 
where  he   and    his  wife   continue  to  reside.     This  is 
precisely  Mr.  Bailey's   case  ;  he  had  left   his  father's 
house  in   Massachusetts,  and   taken   up  his  residence 
in  Washington  city,  where  he  htd  remained  for  nearly 
six  years,  and  where  he  was  at  the  time  of  the  elec- 
tion ;  he  had  married  a  wife  in  this  city,  and  his  hab- 
itation  was  with   the  family  of   her  mother;  can  he, 
thus  situated,  have  any  reasonable  ground  on  which 
to  claim  that  he  is  an  inhabitant  of   .Massachusetts! 
The  opinion  is  entertained  by  some  that  the  govern- 
ment of  the  District  of  Columbia  being  rather  of  an 
anomalous  character,  a  residence  here  would  not  carry 
with  it  the  same  consequences  that  would  attend  the 
settlement  in  one  of  the  States  of  the  Union  ;  but  tho 
distinction,  a-*  applicable  to  the  present  case,  the  com- 
mittee  have   not  been  able   to  discover.     It  has  also 
been  suggested  that,  as  the   United  States  have    tho 
exclusive  jurisdiction  over  the  District,  each  Slate  may 
be  considered  as  possessing  a  part,  and  that  although 
a  person  formerly  a  citizen  of  Massachusetts,  or  of  any 
other  State,  may  be  resident  here,  yet  he  is  not  out  of 
the  jurisdiction  of  his  own   Stale.     This  is  an    argu- 
ment more  subtile  than  sound  and  conclusive.     If  that 
view  be  correct,  the  limits  of  the  individual  States  will 
be  found  to  be  vastly  more  extensive  than  was  ever 
heretofore  supposed  ;  because   the  same  rule  that  will 
apply  to  the  District  of  Columbia,  will  also  apply  to 
the  whole  of  the  territory  purchased  by  the  General 
Govtrnment,  either  from  individual  States  or  foreign 
nations.     The  doctrine  is  manifestly  erroneous.     The 
rights  and  interests  of  the  individual  Stales,  in  every 
thing  of  a  national  character,  are  merged  in  those  of 
the  General  Government,  the  powers  of  which,  within 
its  sphere,  are  complete  and  indivisible. 

The  committee  have  carefully,  and  they  trust  im- 
partially, considered  the  subject  referred  to  them  ; 
they  have  examined  it  in  every  aspect  in  which  it  has 
presented  itself  to  their  minds;  they  have  assiduously 
endeavored  to  ascertain  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of 
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which  the  case  is  to  he  tested  and  decided ;  and  they 
have  presented  to  ihe  House  some  of  the  reasons  which 
have  induced  the  conclusion  to  w  hirh  they  have  arrived. 
They  regret  extremely  that  the  duty  which  they  owe 
to  themselves,  to  the  House,  and  the  nation,  would 
not  permit  them  to  accord  in  opinion  with  the  citizens 
of  that  portion  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts  immedi- 
ately interested  in  the  decision  of  the  question  ;  but 
believing,  as  they  do,  that  the  choice  of  that  district 
was  made  in  direct  opposition  to  an  express  provision 
of  the  Constitution  ot  the  United  States,  they  respect- 
fully submit  the  following  resolution  : 

"  Resolved,  That  John  Bailey  is  not  entitled  to  a 
seat  in  this  House." 

Pbtitjoh  aoaiitst  SiTTi?fo  Member. 
To  the  honorable  the  Hutise  of  Re  present  olives  of  the 
United  States  tu  Conr/refs  assembled  : 
The  undersigned,  being  inhabitanU  of  the  district 
of  Norfolk,  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachnsetts, 
and  duly  qualified  voters  for  a  Representative  of  said' 
district  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  do  re- 
spectfully petition  and  remonstrate  wiih  your  honor- 
able lK)dy  against  the  return  of  John  Bailey,  Esq., 
as  a  Representative  of  said  district,  m  the  eighteenth 
Congress  of  the  United  Sutes ;  and  do  respectfully  pray 
that  the  said  Bailey  may  not  be  admitted  to  a  seat  in 
said  Congress  as  the  Representative  of  said  district, 
for  the  following  reasons  : 

Because,  by  the  first  section  of  the  first  article  of 
Ihe  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  it  is  provided 
that  no  person  shall  be  a  representative,  who  shall 
not,  when  elected,  be  an  inhabitant  of  that  State  in 
which  he  shall  be  chosen. 

Because,  at  the  time  when  the  election  was  held,  at 
which  the  said  Bailey  was  supposed  to  have  been 
chosen,  he  was  not  an  inhabitant  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts,  but  then  was,  and  for  many 
years  before  had  been,  and  still  is,  as  the  undersigned 
have  been  informed  and  verily  believe,  an  inhabitant 
of  the  city  of  Washington,  and  District  of  Columbia  ; 
and,  theref«)re,  was  not  eligible  as  a  representative  of 
said  district  or  any  other  district  within  said  Common- 
wealth, by  the  express  letter,  and  in  conformity  with 
the  true  spirit  and  intention  of  the  Cousliiution  of  the 
United  Slates. 

Samuel  D.  Hixon. 

Nath'l  Leonard,  jr. 

Oliver  Johnson. 

Ransel  Jones. 

Hiram  Jones. 

Thom.  E.  Clark. 

Charles  Richards. 

Willard  Morse. 

Solomon  Richards. 

Certificates  in  behalf  of  the  sitting  memher. 

In  answer  to  the  quei>tion8  proposed  to  me  by  the 
Committee  of  Elections  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  United  Slates,  in  relation  to  Mr.  John 
Bailey,  I  have  the  honor  of  stating — 

First.  That  Mr.  Bailey  was  appointed  a  clerk  in 
the  Department  of  State  on  the  Isl  of  October,  1817. 

Second.  That  his  letter,  resigning  that  appointment, 
was  dated  the  2Ut,  and  received  by  me  the  23d  of 
October,  1823.  His  resignation  was  immediately  ac- 
cepted, and  an  appointment  made  to  supply  his  place. 

Third.  The  duties  performed  by  Mr.  Bailey  were 
those  of  a  clerk,  at  the  salary  of  1,600  dollars  a  year, 
that  being  the  highest  salary,  next  to  that  of  the  chief 
cUrk,  allowed  by  law.     They  were  different  at  differ- 
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George  Johnson. 
Isaac  Johnson. 
Joel  Johnson. 
Luther  Gay. 
Elijah  Glover. 
Warren  Johnson. 
Jedediah  Snow. 
Thomas  Glover. 


ent  periods  of  his  service.  Daring  the  two  or  three 
last  years,  he  had  charge  of  the  diplomatic  correspond- 
ence, the  most  important  and  confidential  portion  of 
the  duties  of  the  office. 

Fourth.  A  certificate  of  appointment  is  always 
given  to  the  clerks  in  the  department,  appointed  by 
authority  of  law.  A  copy  of  that  given  to  Mr.  Bailey 
is  herewith  delivered  to  the  committee. 

Fifth.  Mr.  Bailey's  residence,  at  the  time  of  his  ap- 
pointment, was  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  in  the 
district  which  he  has  now  been  elected  to  represent. 
On  tendering  to  him  the  appointment  of  a  clerk  in 
the  Department  of  State,  I  invited  him,  in  the  event 
of  his  accepting  it,  to  repair  to  this  city,  to  take  upon 
him  the  performance  of  its  duties,  which  he  immedi- 
ately did.  His  residence,  during  the  time  he  held 
the  office,  was  necessarily  in  this  District;  but  he 
never,  to  my  knowledge,  exercised  any  of  the  rights  of 
citizenship  within  the  District.  I  always  understood  him 
as  considering  the  State  of  .Massachusetts  as  his  home, 
and  his  residence  here  as  merely  temporary,  and  oc- 
casioned by  bis  necessary  attendance  upon  the  duties 
of  his  office.  At  two  different  periods,  he  asked  my 
opinion,  whether  I  thought  him  eligible,  as  a  Repre- 
sentative in  Congress  for  the  district  in  Massachusetts 
to  which  he  belonged  ;  and  I  answered  him,  that  I 
did.  Upon  one,  or  both  of  those  occasions,  I  mention- 
ed to  him  the  general  reasons  of  my  opinion,  founded 
upon  the  common  principle  of  national  law,  that  the 
animus  revertendi,  or  intention  of  return,  constitutes 
the  lest  of  domicil,  for  the  preservation  of  political 
rights  to  persons  absent  from  home  ;  and  upon  the 
practice,  conformable  to  this  principle,  in  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Mas.sachusetl8,  examples  of  which  were 
within  mv  own  knowledge. 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 

Washixotox,  January  8,  1824. 

In  pursuance  of  authority,  under  the  act  of  Con- 
gress passed  on  the  eleventh  day  of  September,  1789, 
entitled  "An  act  for  establishing  the  salaries  of  the 
Executive  officers  of  Government,  with  their  assist- 
ants and  clerks,"  I  do  hereby  appoint  John  Bailey  a 
clerk  in  the  Department  of  State. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  Washington,  this  first  day 
of  October,  1817. 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 

DtPlHTMXHT.   OP  StATK, 

Washington,  lOth  January,  1824. 

Sir  :  In  answer  to  the  questions  of  Mr.  Bailey,  en- 
closed in  your  letter  of  the  19ih  instant,  I  have  the 
honor  of  stating  as  follows  : 

Tu  the  first.  That  I  returned  to  the  United  States, 
from  Berlin,  in  September,  1801,  after  an  absence  of 
seven  years.  I  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Senate  of 
Massachusetts  in  April,  1802. 

Second.  Mr.  Eustis  returned  from  the  Netherlands 
in  the  summer  of  1819. 

Third.  Mr.  Gore  returned  to  the  United  States, 
from  England,  in  1804,  and  was  elected  Governor  of 
Massachusetts  in  1809. 

Fourth.  Mr.  Benjamin  Hichbom  and  General  Wil- 
liam Hull  were  bolh  members  of  the  Senate  of  Mas- 
sachusetuin  the  year  1802  with  me.  They  had  both, 
within  five  years  before  that  time,  been  absent  in  Eu- 
rope upon  their  private  concerns.  Mr.  Hichborn's 
absence  had  been  of  several  years  continuance. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  sir,  yours,  &c. 

JOHN   QUINCY  ADAMS. 

J.  Sloans,  E^q.,  Chairman,  Jfc. 
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I  have  been  acquainted  with  Mr.  John  W.Bailey 
from  my  arrival  in  this  city,  in  January,  1818,  to  the 
present  time.  He  ha^j  resided  in  a  public  hotel,  with 
occasional  absences  on  visits  to  Massachusetts,  until 
his  marriage  in  this  city,  which  took  place  about  a 
year  since;  at  which  time  he  took  his  residence  with 
the  family  of  his  wile's  mother,  where  he  still  remains. 

With  respect  to  the  exercise  of  the  privileges  of  a 
citizen,  I  know  no  act  which,  in  this  District,  can  ue 
■0  entitled,  unless  it  be  the  voting  for  city  otficers  at 
the  annual  elections,  or  holding  an  ollice  in  the  corpo- 
ration. I  do  not  know  that  Mr.  Bailey  has  voted  in  any 
case  for  city  officers,  and  believe  that  he  has  never  held 
any  office  of  the  corporation.  I  do  not  know  what  is 
the  interest  or  property  which  Mr.  Bailey  has  in  Mas- 
sachusetts, the  supervision  of  which  he  claims  as  con- 
stituting his  inhabitancy  there. 

CHARLES  BULFINCH. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me,  the  13th  Janu- 


uary, 


1824. 


J.  8L0ANE,  Chairman. 


8TATEMENT  OF  MR.  BAILEY, 


To  the  Committee  of  Elections,  H.  R. 


ceives  among  us,  is  a  perfectly  just  and  proper  con- 
struction. The  right  of  sutlVage  and  the  settlement 
of  paupers  are  construed  more  rigidly,  and  properly  so. 
A  loose  construction  of  the  former  would  tend  to  de- 
feat the  will  of  a  majority  of  the  people;  and,  of  the 
latter,  would  impose  on  them  improper  pecuniary  bur- 
dens. But,  in  the  case  of  eligibility,  neither  of  these 
evils  can  result. 

This  liberal  construction  is  peculiarly  proper  in  re- 
lation to  the  District  of  Columbia.  Stronger  evi- 
dence of  an  intention  to  become  a  permanent  inhabi- 
tant of  it  than  of  any  other  part  of  our  country,  ought 
to  be  required  betbre  such  intention  is  presumed.  It 
is  subject  to  the  exclui^ive  legislation  of  Congress ;  of 
a  body  which  is  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts  as 
well  as  of  the  District  of  Columbia.  By  coming  to  . 
this  District,  I  came  under  no  new  jurisdiction — the 
jurisdiction  of  no  Government  under  who^e  jurisdic- 
tion I  had  not  previously  lived.  8upf>ose  I  had  been 
in  the  Army  or  Navy  of  the  United  Slates,  and  been 
stationed  solely  and  for  several  yeurs  at  an  island  in 
Boston  harbor,  subject  to  the  exclusive  legislation  of 
the  Tnited  States :  is  it  believed  that  I  should  have 
ceased  to  be  an  inhabitant  of  .Massachusetts?  Vet 
the  jurisdiction  is  precisely   the  same.      And   though 


Gentlemen  :  It  was  suggested,  when  I  first  had  the  i  the  inhabitants  of  the  District  of  Columbia  have  a  ri^'ht 


honor  of  meeting  you  in  session,  on  the  7ih  instant, 
that  the  true  quedion  in  my  case  was  the  (juestion, 
quo  animo  ?  What  was  my  intention  relative  to  my 
residence  at  Washington  ?  Was  it  intended  to  be 
permanent,  or  only  temporary  ?  If  the  latter,  my  in- 
habitancy in  .Massachusetts  remained  ;  if  the  former, 
it  was  lost. 

I  beg  leave  to  state  some  facts  bearing  on  the  ques- 
tion, and  to  aild  a  few  remarks. 

It  is  proper  to  remark,  that  those  provisions  of  our 
constitutions  and  laws  which  require  inhabitancy  as  a 
qualification  for  holding  office,  have  in  all  parts  of  the 
country,  it  is  believed,  received  a  liberal  and  not  a 
rigid  construction.  And  it  is  just  that  there  should 
he  a  liberal  construction,  since  there  is  scarcely  the 
slightest  danger  of  any  extensive  evil  arising  from  it. 
We  find  that  in  those  States  where  members  of  Con- 
gress are  chosen  in  districts,  it  is  very  rare,  indeed,  that 
a  person  is  elected  who  is  not  an  inhabitant  of  the 
district  in  which  he  is  chosen,  though  such  inhabi- 
tancy is  not  at  all  a  requisite.  Equally  rare,  probably 
more  so,  would  be  the  election  of  a  person  not  an  in- 
habitant of  the  State,  even  if  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  Stales  had  not  made  inhal)ilancy  a  requisite. 

The  reason  which  led  our  predccesi^ors  to  establish 
inhabitancy  so  generally  as  a  requisite  for  holding  of- 
fice, was  probably  this :  They  had  seen  the  enormous 
abuses  which  had   taken  place  in  England,  connected 
with  the  election  to  Parliament  of  persons  who  were 
almost  entire  strangers  to  those  whom  they  represented. 
Those  members  were  very  often  the  devoted,  and  often 
the  pensioned  supporters  of  a  powerful  .Ministry.      In 
their  minds,  therefore,   the  ideas  of  non-inhabitancy 
and  of  ministerial  influence  wore  intimately  associated. 
Hence,  the  provision  of  inhabitancy  was  almost  uni- 
versally engrafted    into    our   constitutions ;   notwith- 
standing our  more  equal  representation,   the  greater 
number  and  intelligence  of  our  electors,  and  the  idea, 
whether  true  or  false,  that  each  section  of  our  country 
has  its  peculiar  interests,  rendered  such  a  provision 
almost  useless. 

This  view  of  the  probable  origin  of  a  provision  which 
in  this  country  seems  unnecessary,  hhows  that  ihe  lib- 
eral  conslructi'jn  which  by  universal  consent  it  rc- 


to  elect  charter  officers,  even  this  pittance  of  a  right  is 
held  at  the  mere  sufferance  of  Conjiress.  That  body 
can  at  any  moment  revoke  the  right. 

There  are  several  points  in  the  laws  regulating  the 
District  of  Columbia,  (such,  for  example,  as  the  one 
giving  to  aliens  the  power  of  holding  real  estate,) 
which  prove  that  this  District  was  intended  as  a  great 
thoroughlare  of  the  nation,  an  estate  in  joint  tenancy, 
a  spot  which  should  form,  in  a  certain  sense,  a  part  or 
appendage  of  every  State  in  the  Union,  and  which  is, 
therefore,  placed  under  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  the 
common  liovernment  ot  these  States. 

Thu!«.  the  very  condition  and  uses  of  the  District  of 
Columbia  show  the  propriety  of  a  liberal  construction 
ot  the  doctrine  of  inhabitancy,  in  relation  to  persons 
employed  in  it  by  the  Government. 

Another  ground  of  liberal  construction  is  the  fact, 
that  there  is  no  person  claiming  the  seat  which,  it  is 
alleged,  ou;;hl  to  be  vacated.  Were  there  such  a  per- 
son, liberality  to  the  sitting  member  might  be  injustice 
to  him.  But  none  such  is  found.  To  vacate  the  seal 
would  necessarily  leave  the  district  without  rejiresen- 
taiion  for  a  portion  of  the  ses>ion.  A  liberal  con- 
struction therefore,  gives  ellect  to  the  right  of  repre- 
sentation, without  injustice  to  a  rival  candidate. 

If  any  thing  could  further  show  the  propriety  of  a 
liberal  construction  in  this  case,  it  would  be  the  clan- 
destine and  novel  origin  and  progress  of  the  remon- 
strances before  the  committee,  tending  to  prove  that 
the  whole  complaint  originated,  and  has  been  pursued, 
from  personal  motives.  Several  weeks  betore  Ihe 
meeting  of  Congress,  a  large  number  of  blank  remon- 
strances were  printed,  and  circulated,  anonymously, 
lhrt)ugh  the  post  office,  addressed  to  the  municipal 
ollicers  and  other  per^ons  in  the  twenty-six  towns  into 
which  the  district  is  divideJ,  with  a  manuscript  request 
on  the  margin  to  those  persons  to  obtain  Mgnalures, 
and  send  them  to  some  member  of  Congress  from  the 
State. 

About  a  week  after  the  commencement  of  the  ses- 
sion, two  of  ihf  se  [lapers,  together  containing  twenty- 
six  signatures,  were  received  by  a  member,  in  an 
anonymous  letter,  requesting  him  to  present  them  to 
the  House ;  and  they  were  presented  and  committed 
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before  I  knew  of  their  existence.  Though  this  letter 
had  only  a  fictitious  signature,  the  member  who  re- 
ceived it  is  confident  that  he  knows  the  handwriting. 
And  what  shows  that  the  remonstrances  were  got  up 
from  personal  motives,  and  not  from  zeal  to  preserve 
the  Constitution  inviolate,  is  the  fact  that  the  name  of 
the  undoubted  writer  of  this  anonymous  letter  does 
not  itself  ap(>ear  on  either  remonstrance.  Another  fact 
is,  that,  at  the  election,  the  writer  of  this  anonymous 
letter  received  nearly  the  same  number  of  votes,  in  his 
own  town,  as  there  were  names  on  the  remonstrances, 
which  were  also  from  the  same  town. 

When,  therefore,  we  consider  that  even  the  genuine- 
ness of  the  signatures  is  questionable,  as  they  came 
through  an  anonymous,  and  therefore  irresponsible 
channel  ;  that,  waiving  this  objection,  still  there  are 
but  twenty-six  remonstrants,  equivalent  to  one  elector, 
in  each  town,  in  a  district  which  has  several  thousand 
electors;  that  they  are  but  few  more  in  number  than 
the  votes  given  at  the  election  for  the  person  who  ob- 
tained and  forwarded  the  signatures,  and  that  they 
merely  express  their  belief  that  the  person  elected  was 
not  an  inhabitant  of  the  State,  sustaining  the  allega- 
tion by  no  proof  whatever,  while  a  contrary  belief  was 
expressed,  by  a  thousand  electors,  in  the  fact  of  his 
election :  when  we  consider  all  these  circumstances, 
we  see  much  to  convince  us  that  these  remonstrances 
originated  in  personal  motives,  and  very  little  to  con- 
vince us  that  papers  of  so  informal  and  questionable  a 
character,  are  entitled  to  great  respect  from  the  House 
or  its  committee. 

One  of  the  oldest,  most  experienced,  and  best  in- 
formed members  of  the  House,  on  hearing  the  circum- 
stances, expressed  his  belief  that  no  instance  could  be 
found  in  which  papers  of  such  a  character  were  ever 
even  received  by  the  House.  If  they  should  not  only 
be  received,  but  be  made  the  ground  of  the  dismission 
of  a  member  from  the  House,  it  would  be  still  more 
remarkable. 

These  circumstances,  aided  by  the  general  reason 
in  favor  of  a  liberal  construction  before  noticed,  ren- 
der It  proper  that  the  clear  and  undeniable  will  of  the 
people  of  the  district  should  not  be  set  aside  on  any 
other  than  the  most  unequivocal  grounds.  That  such 
grounds  do  not  exist,  is,  it  is  believed,  most  manifest. 

The  question  is.  was  my  residence  in  Washington 
intended  by  me  to  be  permanent,  or  only  temporary  ? 
If  permanent,  my  inhabitancy  in  Massachusetts  was 
loat ;  if  temporary,  it  was  not  lost  Mere  residence, 
of  itself,  cannot  destroy  inUabitancy.  This  all  admit. 
Innumerable  examples  and  authorities  prove  it.  Be- 
fore we  infer  the  loss  of  inhabitancy,  we  must  show 
some  facts  indicating  intention  of  permanent  residence. 

The  testimony  of  Mr.  Adams,  that  he  always  un- 
derstood me  as  considering  Massachusetts  my  home, 
and  my  residence  here  as  merely  temporary,  joined 
with  the  testimony  of  both  Mr.  Adams,  and  Mr.  Bul- 
finch,  (witnesses  who  were  not  called  at  my  request.) 
that  they  never  had  knowledge  of  sny  exercise  by  me 
of  the  political  rights  of  a  citizen  of  the  District  of 
Columbia,  is  a  satisfactory  proof  in  my  favor,  unless 
some  op[K)site  proof  can  be  brought  to  countervail  it. 

No  such  proof,  I  am  sure,  can  be  found.  On  the 
contrary,  my  whole  course,  during  my  residence  here, 
has  been  in  entire  conformity  to  this  testimony.  And 
J  declare,  solemnly  and  distinctly,  that  it  was  always 
my  intention  to  continue  an  inhabitant  of  Massachu- 
setts. In  the  civil  concerns  of  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, I  have  never  exercised  a  single  privilege,  or  been 
required  to  perform  a  single  duty  of  an  inhabitant ; 


have  ncTer  held  a  local  office,  or  given  a  vote,  or  even 
had  the  right  of  voting,  and  have  never  owned  any 
real  estate,  or  paid  or  been  assessed  in  any  tax  what- 
soever. I  was  at  a  public  hotel  till  within  less  than  a 
year  before  my  election,  when  I  was  invited  to  reside 
in  a  private  family  as  long  as  it  should  be  pleasing, 
keeping,  while  there,  no  house,  no  table,  or  domestics, 
but  living  as  one  friend  would  live  while  on  a  visit  to 
another  friend.  On  repeated  occasions,  in  conversa- 
tion and  letters,  I  have  expressed  the  temporary  na- 
ture of  my  residence  here,  and  my  most  intimate  friends 
have  distinctly  so  understood  it.  My  library,  consist- 
ing of  between  seven  and  eight  hundred  volumes,  and 
constituting  nearly  all  my  visible  property,  I  leflchieflj 
(taking  with  me  only  a  small  part  for  temporary  use) 
in  the  house  of  my  father,  where  I  had  resided,  and 
where  they  still  remain  for  my  use  on  my  return. 
There,  also,  I  have  spent  a  portion  of  nearly  every  Au- 
tumn previous  to  that  in  which  I  was  elected. 

Of  these  facts  I  most  freely  challenge  contradiction. 
They  cannot  be  contradicted  with  truth.  They  are 
already  corroborated  by  testimony  now  before  the  com- 
mittee. Unless,  therefore,  some  testimony  should  be 
obtained,  which  I  am  sure  cannot  be  obtained  from 
honest  persons,  the  conclusion  is  irresistible  that  my 
intention  was  to  make  a  merely  temporary  residence. 
And  I  venture  to  say  that,  if  inhabitancy  is  not  re- 
tained by  an  absentee,  for  a  term  of  years,  under  such 
circumstances  as  these,  it  would  be  impossible  for  him 
to  retain  it  under  any  circumstances  whatever. 

That  the  inhabitants  of  Norfolk  district  considered 
me  as  also  an  inhabitant,  is  proved  by  several  facts. 
A  few  days  before  a  meeting  o(  citizens  to  nominate  a 
candidate,  I  was  written  to,  and  asked  if  I  were  will- 
ing to  be  supported  as  a  candidate.  The  reply  was 
affirmative.  The  meeting  was  probably  the  largest 
ever  held  in  the  district  on  a  similar  occasion,  every 
town  having  l>een  represented,  and  the  nomination 
was  8Ui)ported  by  nearly  three-fourths  of  it.  And,  at 
the  election,  though  there  were  several  candidates,  the 
successful  one  had  a  decided  majority  over  all  the  oth- 
ers, in  coincidence  with  the  principle  governing  elec- 
tions in  the  Eastern  States.  These  facts  occurred, 
too.  in  a  State  in  which  there  has  never  been  known 
a  single  instsnce  of  the  election  to  Congress  of  a  per- 
son who  was  not  an  inhabitant  of  the  very  district  in 
which  he  was  chosen.  They  clearly  show  the  opinion 
of  that  portion  of  the  Union,  who  probably  best  knew 
the  nature  of  my  connexion  with  it,  and  who  cer- 
tainly were  most  interested  to  prevent  an  improper 
choice.  They  undoubtedly  supposed  that  a  person 
who  was  a  native  of  that  district,  whose  immediate 
connexions  nearly  all  resided  in  it,  and  who  had  rep- 
resented a  portion  of  it  in  the  State  Legislature  for 
several  years,  could  not  be  held  to  have  expatriated 
himself,  without  some  clear  and  unequivocal  proof,  of 
which  none  whatever  existed.  They  had  seen  me  go 
to  a  neighboring  State,  Rhode  Island,  and  spend  four 
years  at  college  in  my  education,  and  then  return  to 
my  native  district.  They  had  seen  me,  at  the  end  of 
a  year  revisit  the  same  college,  and  spend  six  years 
there  as  one  of  the  instructors,  and  then  return  again 
to  my  native  district.  And  though  they  had,  at  the 
time  of  the  election,  seen  me  employed  nearly  as  long 
by  the  Government  at  Washington  as  I  had  been,  in 
the  second  instance,  in  Rhode  Island,  they  did  not 
doubt  that  my  attachment  to  my  native  district  con- 
tinued, and  that  my  avowed  intention  to  return  was 
sincere  ;  nor  could  they,  for  a  moment,  doubt  that  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  woitld 
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give  the  same  liberal  construction  of  the  doctrine  of 
eligibility,  which  all  preceding  Houses,  and  all  our 
State  Legislatures,  except  when  under  violent  excite- 
ments, had  uniformly  given. 

The  principle  of  my  eligibility  is  supported  by  nu- 
merous precedent*.  Precedents,  on  this  point,  though 
not  abstractly  and  absolutely  conclusive,  are  yet  of 
great  weight.  They  are  important  as  guides  of  action 
to  individuals.     Suppose  a  person  elected  to  a  seat  in 


loses  his  inhabitancy  at  a  distance  of  five  hundred  T 
The  distinction  is  indefensible. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  tenure  of  office  is  different. 
In  what  consists  the  difference !  One  is  appointed 
by  the  President  and  Senate,  the  other  by  the  head  of 
a  department.  Both  are  removable  at  pleasure;  both 
have  the  privilege  of  resignation  ;  both  are  subject  to 
the  abolition  of  odice  ;  and  both  continue  for  life,  when 
neither  dismit^sion,  resignation,  nor  abolition  of  office 


Congress,  under  circumstances  creating  some  doubt  of  takes  place.     There  is,  therefore,  no  difference  in  the 


his  eligibility  ;  and  suppose  he  holds,  at  the  time,  an 
office  incompatible  with  such  seat,  which  he  must  re- 
sign if  he  accept  the  latter.  He  looks  to  precedents 
in  similar  cases,  and   finds  that  they  all  sanction  the 


tenure  of  office,  that  can  create  a  difference  of  political 
rights. 

It    has  been   said  that  one  has  an  appointment  of 
honor,  while  the  other  has  not.      Under  a  republican 


belief  of  his  eligibility,  and  he  accordingly  resigns  his  i  Government,  this  distinction  seems  not  at  home.     It 


previous  office,  and  with  it  his  immediate  means  of 
living,  on  the  faith  of  these  precedents.  It  would  be 
plainly  improper  to  set  aside  all  these  precedents,  and 
eject  the  member  from  his  seat,  without  the  clearest 
and  strongest  reasons. 

It  ia  admitted  that  no  precedents  are  found  of  cases 
exactly  similar  to  the  present.  In  truth,  no  two  cases 
can  ever  be  found  exactly  similar.  The  object,  then, 
is  to  find  the  cases  most  resembling  the  one  in  ques- 
tion. These  cases,  in  every  instance  that  has  met  my 
view,  without  an  exception,  are  in  my  favor.  Not  a 
single  case,  resembling  the  present,  has  been  decided 
unfavorably. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  declares  that 
a  person  elected  a  member  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives must  be  an  inhabitant  of  the  State  in  which  he 
is  chosen  ;  leaving  each  State,  it  is  presumed,  to  de- 
termine what  shall  be  its  own  terms  of  inhabitancy. 
What  are  the  terms  of  inhabitancy  in  .Vlassachu- 
■etts? 

The  constitution  of  Massachusetts,  having  been 
formed  before  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
and  even  before  the  completion  of  the  Old  Confedera 


cannot  be   correct.     The  grade  of  the  office  cannot 
vary  the  rights  of  the  man. 

It  may  be  said  that  we  are  bound  to  presume  in  a 
Minister  an  intention  of  returning  when  he  gives  up 
the  duties  of  his  station;  a.s  his  rer*idenre  afterward* 
in  a  foreign  country  would  be  attended  with  fewer 
political  privileges  than  he  would  enjoy  in  his  own 
country,  as  well  as  by  a  deprivati«n  oi  the  society  of 
his  relations  and  friends.  The  same  intention  we  are 
equally  bound  to  presume,  in  the  case  of  giving  up 
employment  at  Washington  ,  as  a  further  residence 
in  it  would  be  attended  by  a  similar  loss  of  former  so- 
ciety, and  by  a  still  greater  diminution  of  political 
privileges,  a  mere  shadow  of  privilege  being  all  that 
remains. 

Under  every  aspect  of  the  subject,  therefore,  no  rea- 
son presents  itself  for  viewing  the  case  of  a  Minister 
as  different  from  the  case  in  question. 

But  other  cases  than  those  of  Ministers  are  found. 
Mr.  Core,  after  having  resided  many  years  in  Eng- 
land, as  a  commissioner  under  our  treaty  with  Ureat 
Britain  of  1794,  returned  in  1B04.  and  was  elected 
Governor  of  Massachusetts  in  1809,  notwithstanding 


tion,  does  not  provide  for  cases  of  employment  in   the  i  the  requisition  of  inhabitancy  ior  aeven  years  next  pre- 


service  of  the  United  States  ;  nor  do  its  laws,  it  is  be- 
lieved, make  any  such  provision.  In  practice,  how- 
ever, many  cases  have  occurred;  and  they  all, without 
one  exception,  speak  the  same  language,  that  of  lib- 
eral construction. 

The  present  Governor  of  Massachusetts  resided  sev- 
eral years  in  Europe  as  a  Minister  of  the  United  States; 
and  in  about  four  years  after  his  return  was  elected 
the  Governor,  though  the  Constitution  requires  in- 
habitancy fur  seven  years  next  preceding  the  election. 
Mr.  J.  Q.  Adama  re»ided  seven  years  in  Europe,  in  a 
similar  capacity  ;  and  in  a  few  months  after  his  return 
was  elected  to  the  Senate  of  Massachusetts,  though 
the  constitution  requires  inhabitancy  for  five  years 
next  preceding. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  case  of  a  Minister  of  the 
United  States  is  not  applicable  to  the  present  question, 
as  he  is  said  to  "  carry  his  country  with  him."     It  is 
scarcely  to  be   believed   that,  at  the  present  day,  such 
a  technicality,  a  mere   legal   fiction,  will  be  seriously 
urged  to  deleat  the  clearly  expressed  will  of  the  peo- 
ple.   The  utmost  that  can  be  said  in  favor  of  the  Min- 
uter is,  that  he  is  exempt  from  the  ordinary  operation 
of  the  laws  of  the  country  in  which  he  resides.     But 
it  might  be  doubled  whether  the  exemption  is  much 
greater  than  has  been  enjoyed  in  the  case  in  question. 
But,  suppose  the  exemption  grccter ;  how  is  it  possi- 
ble that  a  little  more  or  Uss  of  such  exemption  shall 
have  so  important   a  bearing  on   a  person's  political 
rights,  that  one  shall  retain  his  inhabitancy  five  thou- 
sand miles  distant  from  his  residence,  while  another 


ceding.     He  was  not  a  Minister,   and   therefore  car- 
ried no  country  with  him.      Suppose  his  election   had 
been  contested  on  the  fact  of  his  absence  ;  what  would 
have  been  the  reply  ?     It  would   have  been  said,  and 
said  jubtly,  that  absence,  without  any  evidence  of  an 
intention  of  making  it  permanent,  could    not  destroy 
previous  inhabitancy.     But  no  contest  was  attempted. 
Mr.  Hichborn  returned  from  Europe,  after  an  absence 
of  several  years  on  private  business,  and  was  elected 
to  the  Senate  of  Massachusetts   in    1802,  long  before 
the  expiration  of  the   five   years.     And,  in  1818,  Mr. 
Crowninshield  was  strongly  supported  as  a  candidate 
for  the  office  of  Governor,  without  a  question  of  his 
eligibility   being  made,   though   he  was  at  that  time, 
and  had  been  for  several  years,  residing  at  Washington, 
and  discharging  his  duties  as  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
The  person  whose  seat  is  now  conteste<l,  returned 
to   his  native  town  in  Octol>er,   1814,   after  residing 
several  years  a.s  an  instructor  in  the  college  .it  Provi- 
dence, Khode  Island.     In  May,   1815,  he   was  elected 
to  represent  that  town  in  the  State  Legislature,  though 
inhabitancy  in  the  town  for  one  year  next  preceding 
the  election  is  required.      Some  of  his   p4ilitical  oppo- 
nents took  the  advice  of  an   eminent  lawyer,  on   the 
question  of  contesting  the  election.     The  advice  was 
against  it,  and  nothing  was  done.     This  is  a  stronger 
case  than  the  present,  as  the  employment  was  private, 
and  not  by  the  Government.     But  as  it  was  in  a  lit- 
erary   institution,    unaccompanied  by   civil    duties  or 
rights,  it  was  deemed  that  inhabitancy  in  his  native 
town  was  not  destroyed  by  it. 
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These  instances  prove  that  if  the  present  ease  were  I 
to  be  decided   by  the  rules  and  practice  of  Massachu- 
setts, no  doubt  of  eligibility  would  exist.    Not  a  single  ' 
precedent  to  the  contrary  is  found. 

If  it  be  said  that  it  must  be  decided  by  the  rules  and 
practice  of  the  United  States,  and  not  of  the  particu- 
lar State  in  which  the  person  is  chosen,  the  precedents 
ere  equally  strong.     Not  one  is  found  unfavorable. 

We  find  a  member  of  the  present  Congress  holding 
his  seat  uncontested,  though  he  was  elected  while  re- 
siding in  Spain  as  Minister  of  the  United  States, 
though  he  bad  been  a  resident  of  that  country  for 
several  years  previous,  and  though  his  family  were 
residents  of  the  District  of  Columbia  for  the  first  two 
years  of  that  period,  and  of  Spain  for  the  remainder. 

We  find  Philip  Barton  Key  holding  his  seat  many 
years  ago,  under  circumstances  which  prove  that  a 
liberal  construction  of  the  doctrine  of  inhabitancy  is 
the  practice  of  Congress. 

We  find  that,  recently.  Captain  Hull,  of  the  Navy, 
who  was  at  the  time,  and  bad  been  for  eight  years,  a 
resident  of  Charlestown,  in  Massachusetts,  was  styled, 
in  the  proceedings  of  a  court  of  the  United  States,  as 
of  Connecticut,  which  was  his  native  State;  and  that 
m  plea  in  abatement,  which  was  at  first  filed,  was  af- 
terwards abandoned  as  untenable. 

We  find  the  Heads  of  Departments,  though  resi- 
dents of  the  District  of  Columbia,  universally  consid- 
ered as  inhabitants  of  the  States,  respectively,  of  which 
they  were  inhabitants  before  appointment.  We  find 
Mr.  Crawford  nominated  by  the  President  to  the  Sen- 
ate, and  commissioned  as  of  Georgia,  though  he  had 
for  nearly  two  years  before  been  m  resident  of  the 
District  of  Columbia.  We  find  Mr.  Rush  nominated 
and  commissioned  as  of  Pennsylvania,  though  he  had 
been  for  several  years  a  resident  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, as  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury.  And,  what 
is  more  emphatically  to  the  point,  we  find  Mr.  Pleas- 
anton,  to  whose  situation  in  the  Department  of  State 
I  succeeded,  nominated  and  commissioned  as  of  Del- 
aware, though  he  had  been  for  sixteen  years  a  resident 
of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

We  find  our  greatest  and  most  experienced  states- 
men, men  who  stand  in  the  front  rank  of  past  and 
present  official  stations,  as  well  as  of  intelligence  and 
integrity,  expressing  freely,  and  distinctly  and  unit- 
edly, the  opinion  that  simple  employment  at  Wash- 
ington does  not  at  all  destroy  previous  inhabitancy 
elsewhere. 

We  find  in  the  constitution  of  Kentucky  the  follow- 
ing principle  :  *'  Absence  on  the  business  of  this  State, 
or  the  United  States,  shall  not  forfeit  a  residence  once 
obtained."  The  same  principle  is  recognised,  to  a 
greater  or  less  extent,  by  the  constitutions  of  New 
York,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois, 
Tennessee,  Georgia,  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  and  Ala- 
bama. The  general  election  law  of  Virginia  has  the 
following  enactment:  "No  person  inhabiting  within 
the  District  of  Columbia,  or  elsewhere,  not  within  the 
juri>=diction  of  this  commonwealth,  shall  be  entitled  to 
exercise  the  right  of  suffrage  therein,  except  citizens 
thereof,  employed  abroad  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  or  of  this  commonwealth,  and  whose  foreign 
residence  is  occasioned  by  mch  service."  This  law 
is  more  specially  deserving  of  notice,  as  it  respects  not 
eligibility,  but  the  right  of  suffrage,  which  is  univer- 
sally, and  very  properly,  construed  more  rigidly  than 
the  former. 

We  find  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
itself,  the  doctrine  plainly  implied,  that  inhabitancy 


and  actual  residence  are  entirely  distinct.  That  Con- 
stitution requires  that  a  Senator  or  Representative  in 
Congress  shall  he  an  inhabitant  of  the  State  he  shall 
represent.  But,  in  the  case  of  President,  it  requires 
that  he  shall  have  been  fourteen  years  a  resident  with- 
in the  United  States.  Uniformity  would  have  de- 
manded either  that  residence  should  be  the  requisite 
for  a  Senator  or  Representative,  or  that  fourteen  years 
of  inhabitancy  should  be  the  requisite  for  a  President. 
But,  a?  the  high  importance  of  the  trust  reposed  in  a 
President  of  the  United  States,  makes  long  familiarity 
with  the  nature  and  operations  of  our  institutions  in- 
dispensable, and  as  a  person  might  be  for  fourteen 
years  an  inhabitant  of  the  United  States,  in  the  legal 
sense,  without  being  an  actual  resident  for  half  that 
period,  it  was  judged  proper  that  actual  residence 
should  be  the  test.  And  as,  on  the  other  hand,  some 
of  the  most  intelligent  inhabitants  of  a  State  may  be 
temporarily  absent  in  the  service  of  their  country  at 
the  time  when  a  Senator  or  Representative  is  to  be 
elected,  it  was  judged  proper  that  inhabitancy  only, 
and  not  actual  residence,  should  be  the  test. 

This  view  is  supported  by  the  journals  of  the  Con- 
vention of  1787.  We  there  find  that,  in  the  early 
draughts  of  the  Constitution,  the  qualification  for  a 
Representative  or  Senator  was  residence,  but  afterwards 
changed  to  inhabitancy,  while  that  for  a  President  was 
at  first  inhabitancy,  but  afterwards  changed  to  resi- 
dence. The  fact  is  remarkable,  and  shows  that  the 
framers  of  the  Constitution  made  a  clear  distinction 
between  inhabitancy  and  mere  residence. 

These  facts,  showing  the  practice  of  Congress,  of  the 
Executive,  and  of  the  courts,  the  opinion  of  our  great- 
est and  wisest  men,  and  especially  the  general  will  of 
the  nation,  as  expressed  in  their  constitutions  and 
laws,  comprise  a  body  of  public  sentiment,  which  is 
irresistible,  while  not  a  single  important  fact  is  found 
favoring  the  opposite  doctrine.  If  these  facts  be  added 
to  the  positions  already  established,  that  the  great 
question  is  that  of  intention,  and  that  my  intention 
was  obviously  that  of  a  temporary  residence,  it  is  be- 
lieved that  the  Committee  and  the  House  will  be 
unanimous  in  the  opinion  that  my  eligibility  is  estab- 
lished. 

If,  however,  any  doubt  remains,  it  must  be  removed 
by  one  rule  of  decision,  which  in  a  free  Government 
should  never  be  disregarded.  The  distinctly  expressed 
will  of  the  people  ought  never  to  be  set  aside  on  a 
merely  doubtful  principle.  The  principle  should  be 
clear  indeed,  which  is  vindicated  at  the  expense  of 
this  will.  As  I  am  sure  that  the  principle  is  not  thus 
clear  against  me,  I  cannot,  for  a  moment,  doubt  that 
the  decision  of  the  Committee  and  the  House  will 
give  the  will  of  the  people  its  due  effect. 

These  remarks  are  grounded  on  the  point  suggested 
when  I  had  the  honor  of  meeting  the  committee  be- 
fore, that  the  great  question  to  be  decided  is  the  inten- 
tion. If  any  other  point  be  deemed  important,  I 
respectfully  request  that  I  may  be  informed. 

JOHN  BAILEY. 
JA5UART  28,  1824. 

Postscript. 

Gehtlemek  :  The  preceding  remarks  were  grounded 
on  the  understanding  that  the  real  question  before  the 
committee  was  the  question,  quo  animo?  Yesterday, 
however,  I  was  informed,  for  the  first  time,  that  there 
was  a  change  of  opinion  in  the  committee,  and  that 
they  now  considered  that  question  as  not  applicable 
to  my  case.    Though  I  am  still  persuaded  that  that  i« 
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the  real  and  only  question,  and  am  fortified  in  this 
persuasion  by  the  highest  authorities,  all  concurring 
to  establish  the  point,  yet  some  observations  will  be 
made  in  reply  to  several  other  points. 

1.  It  is  said  that  though  I  am  unquestionably  a 
citizen  of  Massachusetts,  yet  I  am  not  an  inhabitant, 
there  being  a  distinction  between  the  meanings  of 
those  two  terms. 

*  Perhaps  it  would  be  difficult  to  draw  very  clearly 
this  distinction,  since  the  terras  appear  to  be  used 
quite  synonymously  in  the  articles  of  the  Confedera- 
tion, in  many  of  our  State  constitutions,  and  in  nu- 
mtirous  works  of  high  authority.  But  suppose  the 
distinction  exists.  I  have  attempted  no  argument 
whatever,  on  any  supposed  identity  of  their  meaning. 
I  have  adduced  precedents,  and  added  some  observa- 
tions to  show  that  I  am  an  inhabitant  of  Massachu- 
setts, according  to  the  Constitutional  sense  of  the 
term.  If  the  precedents  and  observations  have  any 
force,  they  tend  to  prove  my  inhabitancy,  without 
any  attempt  to  blend  this  question  with  that  of  citi- 
zenship. 

2.  It  is  said  that  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  required  inhabitancy  of  the  State,  in  order  to 
prevent  the  influence  of  the  State  goveriuuenls  from 
being  merged  in  that  of  the  General  (iovernment. 

We  will  not  stop  to  enforce  the  remark  that-<this 
reason  applies  as  strongly  to  all  our  foreign  Ministers 
as  to  the  case  in  question.  The  conclusive  reply  to  the 
proposition  is,  that  nearly  all  the  States,  whose  consti- 
tutions have  been  framed  since  that  of  the  United 
States,  have  expressly  provided  that  absence  from  those 
States  in  the  service  of  the  General  Government  shall 
not  be  a  diaqualification  for  certain  given  offices.  And 
Virginia,  whose  zeal  in  defence  of  the  rights  of  the 
States  is  second  U>  none,  has  established  the  liberal 
principle  that  iu  citizens  shall  enjoy  even  the  more 
rigidly  construed  right  of  siiflrage,  thouKh  residing  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  provided  such  residence  is 
occasioned  by  their  em^yment  in  the  service  of  the 
United  Sutes. 

It  would  be  a  singular  spectacle  to  see  the  General 
GovernmeDt  become  the  champion  o(  the  rigbu  of  the 
States,  in  opfK)sition  to  the  explicit  regulations  of  the 
States  themselves. 

3.  It  is  said  that  a  person,  who  is  for  years  absent 
from  his  home,  loses  his  inhabitancy,  unless  he  leaves 
there  something  which, requires  his  attention  or  super- 
vision. 

It  may  properly  be  asked,  in  the  first  place,  if  this 
be  not  a  perlectiy  arbitrary  principle,  unsupported  by 
any  authority  whatever. 

It  may  be  said,  in  the  next  place,  that  the  position 
is  erroneous.  No  such  fact  is  essential.  It  is  merely 
one  of  the  many  evidences  tending  to  prove  an  inten- 
tion to  return.  The  intention  may  often,  however,  be 
sufficiently  proved  by  other  circumstances,  where  this 
does  not  exist. 

In  the  next  place,  it  may  be  replied,  that  the  fact 
does  exist  in  the  case  in  question.  Nearly  all  my 
library  was  left;  which  fact  is  perfectly  unaccounta- 
ble, except  on  the  ground  that  1  intended  to  return. 
Though  this  may  seem  trifling  property  to  those 
whose  fortunes  are  splendid,  yet,  as  it  happened  to 
be  the  owner's  all,  its  humble  nature  is  as  significant 
in  its  application  to  the  present  question,  as  would  be 
the  treasures  of  the  affluent. 

4.  It  is  said  that  merely  an  expression  of  an  inten- 
tion to  return  to  one's  former  residence  is  not  suffi- 
cient to  sustain  inhabitancy. 


This  has  never  been  contended.  The  principle  as- 
serted is,  that  when  such  intention  has  been  expressed, 
and  when  the  whole  train  uf  circumstances  unite  to 
corroborate  that  expression,  particularly  the  mere  dis- 
connexion with  the  civil  concerns  of  the  temporary 
place  of  residence,  then,  previous  inhabitancy  is  not 
lost. 

5.  It  is  said  that  inhabitancy,  in  the  meaning  of 
the  Constitution,  is  the  mere  fact  of  living  at  a  place  ; 
as  a  head  of  a  department  lives  at  W  ashingtun  ;  ss 
a  Minister  of  the  United  States  lives  at  a  foreign 
Court;  or,  as  a  member  of  Congress  lives  at  Wash- 
ington during  the  session. 

That  such  a  doctrine  as  this  should  be  seriously 
entertained,  is  indeed  remarkable.  Its  hostility  to  all 
known  authorities  and  precedents,  to  the  express  pro> 
visions  of  our  State  constitutions,  and  to  the  clear 
opinions  of  our  soundest  statesmen  and  jurists,  is  too 
glaring  for  comment. 

We  mu<!t  then  revert  to  the  original  question,  and 
the  real  question  in  the  case — Did  I  take  up  my  resi- 
dence here,  with  the  intention  ot  making  it  my  per- 
manent residence,  or  not  ?  To  attempt  to  evade  this 
question,  and  substitute  si)me  other,  thu  fiction  of  our 
own  minds,  is  doing  injustice  to  the  rights  of  the 
community. 

If  we  go  to  foreign  authorities,  (though  it  is  doubted 
whether  the  question  be  not  to<i  purely  American,) 
we  find  the  following  : 

^  The  doraicil  is  the  habitation  fixcil  in  any  place, 
with  an  intention  of  always  staying  there.  A  man 
does  not  then  establish  his  domicil  in  any  place,  un- 
less he  makes  sutliciently  known  his  intention  of  fix> 
ing  there,  either  tacitly,  or  by  an  express  declaration." 
Valtel,  b.  1,  ch.   13,  sec.  '^18. 

If  we  take  the  highest  American  judicial  authority, 
we  have  this : 

"  Domini  is  a  residence  in  a  country,  with  the  in- 
tention, either  tacitly  or  expressly  declared,  ot  inaking 
it  a  permanent  place  of  abode." 

'*  if  a  party  has  made  no  express  declaration  as  to 
his  intention  of  permanently  residing  in  a  country, 
bis  acts  must  be  attendt-d  to,  as  aflording  the  most 
satisfactory  evidence  uf  his  iiilentiun." — 6  Crancb, 
278,  279. 

Authorities  might  be  multiplied  to  prove  that  this 
intention  has  always  been  held  to  be  the  true  test  of 
inhaliilancy.  All  our  tribunals,  whether  legislative  or 
judicial,  prove  it.  To  create  a  new  principle  lor  the 
present  case,  would  be  manifestly  unjust. 

JOHN  I3AILEV. 

FKBBf  AKT  17,  1824. 

THE  TAHIFF  IlILL. 

The  resolution  yesterday  ofltred  by  Mr.  Owen, 
proposing  certam  inquiries  by  the  L'omtnittee  ol* 
Ways  and  Mean*;,  respecting  the  operation  ot"  the 
proposed  tarilf,  ♦fcc,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Brent,  of  Louisiana,  rose  in  support  of 
the  resolution — the  object  of  which,  he  said,  was 
nut  to  procrastinate  llit*  debate,  but  to  procure  in- 
formaiion  which  ought  to  be  possessed  before  a 
vote  could  properly  be  given  on  the  bill.  He  in- 
sisted that  the  subject  came  appropriately  within 
the  cognizance  of  the  Cominiliee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  and  a  report  was  the  more  wanting  be- 
cause some,  even  of  the  friends  of  the  bill,  had 
declared  that  if  it  led  to  internal  taxation,  they 
would  oppose  u»  (>assage.     ll  had  been  urged  that 
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the  nation  were  already  in  full  possession  of  the 
subject,  and  that  Congress  possessed  already,  from 
the  discussions  of  last  year,  all  necessary  light  on 
the  subject ;  but  this  did  not  appear  to  be  the  case 
since  some  had  professed  to  have  received,  already, 
from  the  discusMon  thus  far,  had  on  the  details  of 
this  bill,  more  information  than  they  got  from  all 
the  long  discussions  of  last  session  on  the  general 
measure.  Mr.  B.  concluded  with  repealing  the 
profession  of  his  friendly  disposition  towards  man- 
ufactures and  their  protection,  provided  other  in- 
terests of  society  were  not  to  be  sacrificed. 

Mr.  Mallary,  of  Vermont,  objected  to  the  in- 
quiry proposed  in  the  resolution,  as  it  could  not, 
m  bis  opinion,  aid  the  main  object  before  the 
House.  It  was  impossible  for  the  committee  to 
make  any  useful  or  certain  report  till  the  bill  had 
gone  through  its  last  modification  ;  and  he  was 
confident  the  effect  of  the  resolution  would  only 
be  to  procrastinate  a  decision,  without  rendering  it 
any  more  correct.  If  once  tlie  inquiry  was  given 
to  this  committee,  we  should  soon  hear  gentle- 
men say,  they  '•  could  not  proceed  till  they  had 
the  report — why  urge  the  discussion — a  commit- 
tee has  the  subject  under  consideration,  let  us 
wait  to  hear  wiiat  is  their  conclusion  ;  and  when 
obtained,  it  would  be  a  mere  opinion,  and  would 
bind  nobody.  Besides,  if  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  mu'^t  report  the  operation  of  the  bill 
on  revenue,  other  gentlemen  might  urge  that  the 
Committee  on  Agriculture  should  afterwards  tell 
the  House  how  it  would  affect  that  interest,  and 
when  they  had  reported,  some  other  gentlemen 
Would  be  very  anxious  (or  a  similar  report  from 
the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and  thus  we  were 
to  proceed  till  the  session  was  wasted  away,  and 
then  put  off  the  bill  because  it  was  loo  late  to  act 
upon  It 

Mr.  CuLPEFER,  of  North  Carolina,  observed, 
that  the  objections  urged  by  the  member  last  up, 
rather  went  to  confirm  him  in  his  support  of  the 
measure,  if  so  much  information  was  needed, 
ought  nut  the  House  to  pause  before  they  went 
into  the  measure? 

Mr.  Htewart,  of  Pennsylvania,  could  perceive 
no  good  consequence  likely  to  arise  from  the  res- 
olution. It  would  be  impossible  for  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  or  any  other  committee, 
or  any  human  being,  to  say  precisely  what  would 
be  the  practical  operation  of  all  the  parts  of  so  ex- 
tensive a  bill — what  articles  would  cease  to  be 
irafwrted,  or  whether  the  proceeds  of  duties  would 
l>e  diminished  or  increased  on  each  item.  It  must 
be  mere  conjecture  after  all,  and  would  be  gov- 
erned by  gentlemen's  feelings  with  respect  to  the 
bill.  The  gentlemen  were  in  the  House  and  could 
hear  their  conjectures  and  opinions,  as  well  on 
ihis  floor  as  in  a  report ;  but  as  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  the  House  had  already  the 
opinion  of  its  chairman — (who  probably  express- 
ed the  opinion  of  the  committee)  that  protecting 
duties  to  manufactures  would  increase  instead  of 
diminishing  the  revenue.  Mr.  S.  concluded  by 
moving  that  the  resolution  lie  on  the  table ;  but 
afterwards  consented  to  withdraw  this  motion. 

Mr.  WicKLiFFE,  of  Kentucky,  said   he  had,  on 


a  former  occasion,  professed  himself  friendly  to 
manufactures.  He  still  felt  so — but  his  situation 
in  life  had  not  afforded  him  the  same  opportunity 
as  some  of  the  gentlemen  possessed,  of  becoming 
acquainted  with  the  operation  of  such  a  bill  as 
that  now  proposed,  on  the  revenue.  He  wished 
for  information.  It  was  true  the  table  had  been 
crowded  with  memorials  for  and  against  the  meas- 
ure ;  but  it  would  be  a  task  to  read  one  half  of 
them — yet  he  could  not  vole  blindfold.  He 
thought  that  there  would  be  time  to  digest  the  re- 
port before  near  all  the  speeches  now  in  embryo 
on  the  subject,  had  reached  their  birth.  It  had 
been  said,  and  he  wanted  to  know  if  it  was  true, 
that  the  bill  would  strike  off.  at  a  blow,  a  great 
sum  from  tlie  revenue. 

Mr.  Tri.mble,  of  Kentucky,  thought  nothing 
would  be  gained  by  the  resolution.  He  must  cor- 
rect an  error  .into  which  gentlemen  had  fallen. 
They  seemed  to  represent  it  as  a  thing  conceded 
by  the  friends  of  the  bill,  that  it  was  to  diminish 
the  revenue.  He  protested  against  any  such  idea. 
The  friends  of  the  bill  made  no  such  concession. 
On  the  contrary,  if  he  could  not  demonstrate  that 
it  would  increase  the  revenue  from  three  to  fire 
millions  of  dollars,  in  three  years,  and  beat  down 
completely  all  arguments  toth^contrary,  he  should 
think  he  had  taken  leave  of  his  senses.  On  that 
subject,  weak  as  were  his  powers,  he  was  willing 
to  meet  a  Hercules,  (and  he  knew  that  this  House 
contained  such.)  If  gentlemen  hardened  their 
ears,  and  would  not  be  convinced,  there  was,  to  be 
sure,  no  convincing  them.  The  measure  had  been 
before  the  House  since  1789,  and  no  reference  had 
ever  before  been  proposed  to  committees,  to  learn 
its  operation.  He  had  the  deepest  respect  for  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
but  if  that  gentleman  should  declare,  that  the  tariff 
bill  would  impair  the  revenue,  he  would  not  be- 
lieve him.  He  would  bow  to  no  man's  calcula- 
tions. Even  those  of  .Mr.  Madison,  when  laid 
before  this  Hou^e  on  a  former  occasion,  were  not 
received  as  being  wholly  correct,  or  as  final  au- 
thority. But  if  gentlemen  wanted  ihe  opinion  of 
an  individual  on  the  subject,  the  proper  officer  to 
apply  to  was  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  He 
was  at  the  head  of  the  finances  of  the  country,  and 
ought  to  be  competent,  if  any  man  should  be,  to 
give  the  information  now  sought  for. 

Mr.  Inoham,  of  Pennsylvania,  then  rose,  and 
said  that,  although  disposed  to  accord  with  any 
gentleman  in  seeking  to  obtain  important  and  ne- 
cessary information,  he  thought  thai  the  present 
resolution  proposed  to  go  out  of  the  ordinary  and 
settled  course.  He  conceived  it  to  be  in  contra- 
vention of  the  principles  on  which  the  standing 
committees  of  this  House  were  organized.  They 
were  appointed  to  devise  means  for  effecting  any 
end  proposed  by  the  House — especially  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  whose  name  appro- 
priately described  the  ends  of  its  appointment.  If 
any  measure  determined  on  in  the  House  should 
be  found  to  affect  the  revenue,  it  was  then  the  duty 
of  that  committee  to  propose  the  remedy.  But 
while  a  measure  was  pending  here,  the  duties  of 
that  committee,  in  relation  to  it,  were  suspended 
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till  the  House  had  acted.  As  to  a  decrease  of 
revenue  being  produced  by  this  bill,  if  it  should  be 
shown  that  the  bill  went  to  increase  the  actual 
wealth  of  the  country,  he  was  under  no  appre- 
hensions for  the  revenue.  The  bill,  in  that  ca>e, 
€ould  at  most  only  change  the  mode  of  collecting 
it.  The  usual  reports  on  subjects  of  revenue  had 
hitherto  been  received  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  ;  and,  should  the  House  agree  to  apply 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  tiiat  com- 
mittee would  have  at  last  to  go  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  for  the  facts. 

[Mr.  Owen  here  said  he  was  willing  to  modify 
his  resolution  in  any  manner  so  as  to  attain  his 
o'^JPct.]  ' 

Mr.  Ingham  replied,  it  was  not  his  intention  to 
move  such  an  amendment,  nor  could  he  support 
the  resolution,  even  if  so  modified.  The  re>ult 
could  be  nothing  more  than  vain  speculations. 
Who  could  tell  whether  the  amount  imported  or 
consumed  would  remain  the  same  as  now  ?  Be- 
sides, there  was  one  large  class  of  articles  on 
"which  no  specific  calculations  could  be  made — he 
meant  those  on  which  ad  valorem  duties  were 
imposed.  Cotton  bagging,  for  instance,  belongs 
to  a  large  class  of  hempen  goods,  and  cannot  be 
separated  in  its  result  from  the  rest,  with  any  ac- 
curacy at  all.  The  bill,  as  now  shaped,  wa^  a 
compound  of  a  bill  for  revenue  and  a  bill  for  pro- 
tection. He  somewhat  doubted  the  policy  of  such 
an  amalgamation,  but  it  was  now  done,  and  he 
should  not  oppose  it.     Ail   the  changes  which  it 

{)roposed,  from  ad  valorem  to  specific  duties,  be- 
onged  to  that  part  of  the  bill  wliich  went  to  in- 
crease the  revenue.  The  measure,  nearly  in  its 
present  form,  had  been  before  the  nation  since 
1820,  and  it  gentlemen  wanted  information  they 
ought  to  have  asked  for  it  at  an  earlier  stage  of 
the  discussion. 

Mr.  Garnett  said  that,  though  the  information 
was  important,  the  mode  of  obtaining  it  was  not 
so;  and  since  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  had 
so  kindly  proffered  demonstration  upon  the  sub- 
ject, he  proposed  that  the  House  should  apply  to 
that  gentleman  in  preference  either  to  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  or  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  He  preferred  cer- 
tainty to  speculation;  and,  as  the  gentleman  had 
it  in  his  power  to  give  the  House  demonstration, 
he  should  think  very  hardly  of  him  if  he  refused 
it.  The  gentleman  has  told  us  that  an  increase 
of  duly  produces  an  increase  of  tax — a  principle 
for  which  the  House  were  certainly  indebted  to 
him.  But,  as  to  the  effect  of  duly  upon  revenue, 
we  had  an  example  before  us  in  the  case  of  Eng- 
land, from  which  it  appeared  that  an  increase  of 
duties  did  not  afways  produce  an  increase  of  rev- 
enue. In  the  case  of  teas,  and  he  believed  several 
other  articles,  when  the  duty  was  raised  the  rev- 
enue was  diminished,  and  when  the  duly  was  af- 
terwards diminished  the  revenue  increased.  The 
experiment  had  been  several  times  repeated,  and 
with  the  same  result. 

He  presumed  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
Would  not  say  that  duties  absolutely  prohibitory 
would  increase  the  revenue;  but,  as  he  was  pos- 


I  sessed  of  full  information  on  the  whole  subject, 
I  and  prepared  to  demonstrate,  the  House  certainly 
needed  nothing  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means. 

Mr.  Tri.mble  said  that  the  only  reason  why  he 
had  not  gone  into  the  demonstration  was,  because 
the  general  effect  of  the  bill  had  not  yet  come  up 
for  discussion.  He  could  not  well  introduce  it  on 
a  motion  about  fi/js  and  oranges.  But  if  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  would  go  with  him  into  a 
comraitlee-room,  (it  would  take  up  too  much  of 
the  time  of  the  House,)  if  he  did  not  convince 
him,  before  he  rose,  that  this  bill  would  increase 
the  revenue,  then  he  would  agree  to  vote  with 
that  gentleman ;  unless,  indeed,  the  gentleman 
hardened  his  ears. 

Mr.  Garnett  replied,  that  he  should  have  said 
nothing  about  figs  and  oranges,  had  he  not  per- 
ceived that  uhtnt  was  in  the  bill. 

Here  the  debate  was  arrested  by  the  Speaker, 
who  announced  the  orders  of  the  day. 

.MILITARY  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  (.Mr.  Taylor  in  the 
Chair,)  on  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
military  service  of  the  United  Slates  for  the 
year  1824. 

The  following  blanks  in  the  bill  were  filled  up: 

For  contingencies  of  the  Army        -  $20,000 

Armories  -        -        .        .  360,000 

Ordnance  service     -        .        -  42,000 

Pensions  to  Revolutionary  pen- 
sioners -        -        .        -  1,291,716  39 

Mr.  Breck  here  made  sjmc  remarks,  not  on 
the  amount  of  this  item,  but  on  the  want  of  punc- 
tuality in  the  payment  of  the  pensions.  They 
were,  professedly,  to  be  paid  in  March,  but  were 
often  not  paid  till  June;  by  which  distressing  dis- 
appointments were  sometimes  suffered  by  aged 
and  infirm  soldiers;  insomuch,  that  they  had  in 
some  cases  assigned  their  right  to  receive  their 
|)ension,  at  a  discount  of  twenty  per  cent.,  to  per- 
sons who  took  an  ungenerous  advantage  of  their 
necessities. 

Mr.  McLane  explained  this  delay  as  attributa- 
ble not  to  the  Department  of  War,  but  to  the  late 
period  at  which  the  annual  appropriation  bill  some- 
times passed   this  House. 

For  pensions  of  invalids,  commutation  pensioner?. 

and  widows  and  orphans      -  $313,174  42 

Arrearages  in  War  Department        26,000  bO 

Arming  the  new  fortifications  -      100,000  00 

Much  conversation  took  place  on  this  item  be- 
tween Messrs.  Cocke,  McLane,  and  Hamilton. 
The  report  of  Colonel  Bomford  was  read,  ex[)la- 
nations  were  uiven,  and  inquiries  proposed  ;  ^vhen, 
finally,  on  motion  of  Mr.  .McLa.ne,  this  item  was 
stricken  from  the  present  bill,  (with  a  view  to  its 
insertion  in  the  other  appropriation  bill,  at  the 
close  of  the  session,  by  which  time  farther  infor- 
mation would  l>e  obtained.) 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the  bill 
with  the  amendments. 

The  questions  being  successively  put.  on  concur- 
ing  in  the  several  amendments — 
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Mr.  CocKE  moved  further  to  amend  the  bill  by  |  Smith,   Spaight,  Standefer,  A.  Stevenson,  Thompaon 


of  Georgia,  Tucker  of  Viri^inia,  Tucker  of  South 
Carolina,  Tyson,  Vance  of  North  Carolina,  Vance  of 
Ohio.  White,  Wickliffe,  Wiliiama  of  North  Carolina, 
and  Wilson  of  South  Carolina. 

NiT9 — Messrs.  Abl>ot,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Allison, 
Bailey,  Baylies,  Barllett,  Bartley,  Beecher,  Blair, 
Dreck,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Cady,  Carter.  Cassedj, 
Clark,  Condict,  Cook,  Craig,  Crowninshield,  Cush- 
man,  Culhbert,  Day,  Durfee,  Dwinell,  Dvright,  Eaton. 
Eddy,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Findlay,  Foote  of 
New  York,  Forward,  Fuller,  Garrison.  Gallin,  Govan, 
Gurley,  Hamilton,  Harris,  Hayden,  Hayward,  Henry, 


striking  out  therefrom  the  following  paragraph  : 
"  For  the  purchase  of  Gridley's  farm,  ten  thousand 
dollars  :   Provided  such   farm  shall  not  be  purchased, 
unless  the  same  shall  be  procured  for  said  ten  thousand 
dollars." 

Mr.  Ranoolph  moved  to  amend  the  said  para- 
graph, by  inserting  therein,  after  the  word /ana, 
these  words,  "  with  the  consent  of  the  State  of 
New  York." 

And,  on  the  question  to  agree  to  this  latter  mo- 
tion, there  appeared — yeas  85,  nays  84,  as  follows  : 

YxAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Alex-  I  Herkimer,  Hobart,  Hogeboom,  Holcombe,  Houston, 
ander  of  Tennessee,  Allen  of  Massachusetts,  Archer,  Ingham,  Isacks,  Jenkins,  Jennings,  Johnson  of  Vir- 
Baiiey,  P.  P.  Bartiour,  Bartlett,  Ba^sett,  Blair,  Brent,  '  ?'"•"».  J-  T.  Johnson,  Kent,  Lathrop,  Lawrence, 
Brown,  Buck,  Burton,  Cambreleng,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  I  I^incolnf  Litchfield,  Little,  Livingston,  Locke,  Mc- 
Cary,  Cocke,  Conner,  Cralts,  Culpfper,  Day,  Dwinell,  j  Arthur,  McDuffie,  McKoan.  McKim,  McLane  of  Del- 
Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Elli»«,  Floyd,  Foot  of  Con-  \  aware,  Mallary.  Markley,  Martindale,  Marvin,  Mercer, 
necticut,  Foote  of  New  York,  Frost,  Fuller,  Garrison,  !  -Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania,  Moore  of  Kentucky,  Moore 
Garnett,  Gailay,  Gist,  Hull,  Hayden,  Hayward,  Her-  |  of  Alabama,  Morgan,  Neale,  Nelson,  Newton,  Owen, 
rick,  Hugebo.  U),  Houston,  Jenkins,  J.  T.  Johnson,  i  Patterson  of  Pennsylvania,  Patterson  of  Ohio,  Pluraer 
Kidder,  Kremer,  Leftwich,  Lincoln,  Litchfield,  Liver-  !  of  New  Hampshire,  Plumer  of  Pennsylvania,  Poinsett, 
more.  Long,  McCoy,  McKini,  .Mangum,  Mallary,  j  Kankin,  Reed,  Reynolds,  Richards,  Rogers,  Saunders, 
Marvin,  .Matlack,  Mtlcalle.  .Morgan,  Nelson,  O'Brien,  '  Sharpe,  Spence,  Sterling,  J.  Stephenson,  Stoddard, 
Randoij.h.  Reed,  Richards,  Rose,  Saunders,  Sandlord,  Storrs,  Strong,  Swan,  Taylor,  Ten  Eyck,  Test,  Thomp- 
Sharpe,  Sibley,  Arthur  Smith,  Spaight,  A.  Stevenson,  i  «>n  of  Kentucky,  Tod,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Udree,  Van 


Taylor,  Ten  Eyck,'i'racy  .Trimble,  Tucker  of  Virginia. 
Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Tyson,  Udree,  Van  Rens- 
selaer, Van  Wyck,  Whitman,  Williams  of  Virginia, 
"Williams  of  North  Carolina,  Wilson  of  South  Carolina, 
and  Wood. 

Nayb — Messrs.  Abbot,  Allison,  Baylies,  Bartley, 
Beecher,  Breck,  Buchanan,  Cady,  CasseJy,  Condict, 
Cook,  Craig,  Cushraan,  Cuthbert,  Durfee,  Dwight, 
Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Findlay,  Forsyth,  Forward, 
Govan,  Gurley,  Hamilton,  Harris,  Henry,  Herkimer, 
Holcombe,  Ingham,  Isacks,  Jennings,  Johnson  of  Vir- 
ginia, F.  Johnson,  Kent,  Lathrop,  Lawrence,  Little, 
Livingston,  Locke,  Mc.\rihur,  McDuflie,  McKean, 
McLane  oi  Delaware,  .Markley,  Martindale,  .Mitchell 
ot  Pennsylvania,  Moore  of  Kentucky,  .Moore  ot  Ala- 
bama, Neale,  Owen,  Patterson  of  Pennsylvania,  Pat- 
terson of  Ohio,  Plumer  of  "Sew  Hampshire,  Plumer  of 
Pennsylvania,  Poinsett,  Prince,  Reynolds,  Rich,  Rog- 
ers, Ross,  Sloane,  William  Smith,  Standefer,  Sterling, 
J.  Stephenson,  Stoddard,  Storrs,  Strong,  Test,  I'od, 
Vance  of  North  Carolina,  N'ance  of  Ohio,  Vinton, 
Warfield,  Wayne,  Whipple,  Whittlesey,  White, 
Wickliffe,  Williams  of  New  York,  James  Wilson, 
Henry  Wilson,  Wilson  ot  Ohio,   VV  oods,  and  Wright. 

Tile  Speaker  voted  with  the  nays,  and,  thereby 
producing  an  equal  dividiun,  the  question  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion 
made  by  Mr.  Cocke,  to  strike  out  the  said  para- 
graph, and  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas 
57,  nays  123,  as  follows  : 

Yeis — Messrs.  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Alexander 
of  Tennessee,  Allen  of  .Massachusetts.  Archer,  P. 
P.  Barbour,  Bassett,  Bradley,  Buck,  Burton,  Campbell 
of  Soulh  Carolina,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Cary,  Cocke, 
Conner,  Crafts,  Culpeper,  Edwards  of  North  Caro- 
lina, Ffiyd,  Foot  ot  Connecticut,  Forsyth,  Gazlay, 
Gist,  Hall,  Herrick,  F.  Johnson.  Kidder,  Kremer, 
Leftwich,  Livermore,  Long,  .McCoy,  Mar.gum,  Mat- 
lack,  M:il*on,  Metcalfe,  Prince,  Randolph,  Rich,  Ross, 
S/udford,    Sibley,    Sloane,    Arthur   Smith,    William 


Rensselaer,  Van  \\  yck,  Vinton,  Warfield,  Wayne, 
Whipple,  Whitman,  Whittlesey,  Williams  of  New 
York,  Williams  of  Virginia,  James  Wilson,  Henry 
Wilson,  Wilson  of  Ohio,  Wood,  Woods,  and  Wright. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  regulate  the  surveying  of  public  and  private 
lands  in  the  southern  part  ot  Alabama  ;"  in  which 
bill  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Van  Rensselaer  moved  that,  when  the 
House  adjourns,  it  adjourn  to  Monday  nexL 

An  attempt  was  made  to  take  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  this  question,  but  did  not  succeed  ;  and  the 
question  being  put  on  Mr.  V'an  Rensselaer's 
motion,  was  carried — ayes  99.  And  then  the 
House  adjourned. 


Monday,  February  23. 

Mr.  Fuller  presented  a  memorial  of  Joseph 
Stroud,  of  the  city  of  Westminster,  in  the  county 
of  Middlesex,  in  England,  mariner,  and  Martha 
his  wife,  the  only  surviving  child  and  heiress  at 
law  of  Jonathan  Carver,  lormerly  of  the  United 
States,  but  lately  of  the  city  of  London,  deceased, 
praying  that  a  petition,  which  has  been  heretofore 
presented  to  Congress,  on  behalf  of  some  pretended 
heirs  of  said  Carver,  may  be  disposed  of,  and  that 
the  right  of  the  said  Martha  may  be  recognised  to  a 
large  tract  of  land  on  the  river  Mississippi,  near  the 
Falls  of  St.  Anthony,  and  that  measures  may 
be  taken  by  the  Government  for  the  protection 
and  recovery  of  the  estate  and  effects,  in  America, 
late  of  the  said  Jonathan  Carver,  deceased. 

Mr.  Test  jtresented  a  memorial  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  Slate  of  Indiana,  praying  that 
some' relief  may  be  devised  and  granted  to  those 
who  purchased  |)ublic  lands,  and  which  became 
forfeited  to  the  Government,   together  with  the 
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payments  thereon,  previous  to  the  passage  of  the! 
act  for  the  relief  of  purchasers  of  public  lands  be- 
fore the  1st  of  July,  1S20. 

Mr.  Prince  presented  a  resolution  adopted  by 
ihe  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Indiana, 
"relative  to  taxing  lands  within  that  State."' 

The  said  memorials  and  resolutions  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  CcTUBERT  presented  a  memorial  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Savannah,  in  the  State 
of  Greorgia,  setting  forth,  that  they  are  natives  of 
foreign  countries,  and,  upon  their  arrival  in  the 
United  Stales,  reported  themselves  to  the  clerks  of 
the  Courts  of  the  United  States,  and  signed  a  de- 
claration of  their  intention  to  become  citizens  of  the 
said  States.  That  they  have  taken  the  necessary 
oaths,  and  have  ever  since,  until  lately,  esteemed 
themselves  citizens  of  the  United  States.  That 
it  appears,  by  a  decision  recently  given  by  the  Dis- 
trict Courts  of  the  United  States,  for  the  district 
of  Georgia,  that,  in  consequence  of  not  reporting 
themselves,  and  signing  the  declaration  before- 
mentioned,  in  open  court,  their  acts  of  naturaliza- 
tion are  illegal,  and  they  are  declared  to  be  aliens, 
and  praying  that  an  act  may  be  passed  to  legalize 
the  acts  by  which  it  was  supposed  they  became 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  respectivtly. 

The  Speaker  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
counsellors  and  attorneys  at  law,  admitted  as 
practitioners  in  the  Court  of  the  United  States, 
lor  the  Seventh  Circuit,  and  Kentucky  district, 
representing  the  numerous  defects  which,  in  their 
opinion,  exist  in  the  judicial  establishment  of  the 
United  States,  and  praying  for  a  re-organization, 
amendment,  and  extension  of  said  system,  in  the 
manner  therein  specified  and  set  forth. 

The  said  memorial  and  petition  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Jennings  presented  to  the  House  resolu- 
tions adopted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
State  of  Indiana,  approbatory  of  the  sentiments 
contained  in  the  Message  of  the  Pre>ident  of  the 
United  States  to  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  at 
the  commencement  of  the  present  session,  in  re- 
ference to  the  relations  between  the  United  States 
and  foreign  governments;  which  were  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  McLane,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  secure  the  ac- 
countability of  public  officers  and  others,"  report- 
ed the  same,  with  an  amendment;  and  the  bill  was 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  the  follow- 
ing communications: 

I.  From  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  a 
report  of  the  Second  Auditor  of  the  Treasury, 
relative  to  the  accounts  for  disbursements  in  the 
Indian  Department,  prepared  in  compliance  with 
the  3d  section  of  the  act  of  the  tith  of  May,  1&22 ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs. 

II.  A  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the 
petition  ol  John  Stone;  which  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

III.  From  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  trans- 


mitting copies  of  the  reports  rendered  to  the 
Treasury  Department  by  tiie  incorporated  banks 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  showing  the  slate  of 
their  affairs  on  the  31^1  December,  1823;  which 
were  laid  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  James  Johnson;  in  which 
they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Engrossed  bills,  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit: 
An  act  making  appropriatK>ns  for  the  military 
service  of  the  United  Slates,  for  the  year  1824; 
An  act  giving  the  consent  and  sanction  of  Con- 
gress to  a  certain  act  of  the  Legislative  Council  of 
the  Territory  of  Florida;  were  respectively  read 
ihe  third  time,  and  passed. 

Bills  from  the  Senate  of  the  following  titles, 
viz. :  1st.  An  act  to  regulate  the  surveying  of  pub- 
lic and  private  lands,  in  the  southern  part  of  Ala- 
bama; 2d.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  James  John- 
son; were  res[»ectively  read  the  first  and  seconii 
time,  and  referred,  the  first  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands,  ihe  second  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

EXECUTIVE  MESSAGES. 

The  following  Messages  were  received  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  viz: 

FIRST. 

To  the  Home  of  Re  }trf  sent  at  ices  of  the  UnUed  States : 

The  House  of  Representatives,  on  the  12lh  inntant, 
having  '*  resolved  that  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  inform  this  House  whether  the 
rules  and  regulations  compiled  by  General  Scott,  for 
the  government  of  the  Army,  are  now  in  force  in  the 
Army,  or  any  part  thereof;  and  by  what  authority  the 
same  has  been  adopted  ami  enforced,"  I,  herewith, 
transmit  a  report  from  the  Department  of  War,  which 
contains  the  information  required. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Washisotox,  Feb.  23,  18.J1. 

Depart.ve.\t  of  Was,  Feb.  16,  1824. 

The  Secretary  of  War,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  requeftin^ 
the  President  of  the  United  ^^tates  to  inform  that  House 
"  whether  the  rules  and  regulations  compiled  hy  Gen- 
eral Scott,  for  the  government  of  the  Army,  are  now 
in  force  in  the  Army,  or  any  part  thereof,  and  by  what 
authority  the  same  has  been  adopted  and  enforced," 
has  the  honor  to  state  that,  after  the  repeal  of  the  I4th 
section  of  the  act  of  the  2d  of  .March,  1821,  which 
established  the  book  of  rules  and  regulations  compiled 
by  General  Scott  for  the  government  of  the  Army,  the 
President  caused  the  said  book  of  rules  and  regulations 
to  be  continued  in  force,  by  general  order,  a  coj)y  of 
which  is,  herewith,  enclosed. 

Respectfully  submitted.  J.  C.  CALHOUN. 

Aitj'rGEjfKRAL's  Ofuce,  May  22,  1822. 

Oruebs  :  The  fourteenth  section  of  the  act  of  the 
2d  of  March,  1821,  having  been  repealed  by  the  act 
of  the  7th  of  .May,  1822,  "the  general  regulations  for 
the  Army"  rest  solely  on  the  sanction  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States.  The  said  regulations  are,  there- 
fore, continued  in  force  by  his  aahority,  in  all  cases 
where  they  do  not  conflict  with  positive  legislation. 

By  order  :  CHARLES  J.  NOURsE. 

Acting  Adjutant  General. 
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The  Message  and  report  were  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

SECOND. 

To  the  Hovse  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States : 

Agreeably  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, of  the  eleventh  instant,  requesting  the  Prepi- 
denl  of  the  United  States  "  to  inform  this  House  if  the 
line  intended  to  constitute  the  Western  boundary  of 
the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  has  been  run,  in  conformity 
with  the  provisions  of  the  third  section  of  the  act  of 
Congress,  of  the  3d  March.  1823,  entitled  'An  act 
making  further  appropriations  for  the  military  service 
of  the  United  States,  for  the  year  1823,  and  for  other 
purposes  ;'  and,  if  said  line  has  not  been  run,  that  he 
inform  this  House  what  instructions  have  been  given, 
or  measures  adopted,  in  relation  to  the  execution  of 
the  provisions  of  the  law,  and  what  causes  have  pre- 
vented said  line  from  being  run,"  I  herewith  transmit 
a  te\Mti  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  which  contams 
the  information  required. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
WiSHisoTox,  February  23,  1824. 

Department  or  War,  Feb.  13,  1824. 

TTio  Secretary  of  War,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  of  the  1 1  th 
instant,  requesting  the  President  of  the  United  States 
"  to  inform  this  House  if  the  line  intended  to  consti- 
tute the  western  boundary  of  the  Territory  of  Arkan- 
sas, has  been  run,  in  conformity  with  the  provisions 
of  the  third  section  of  the  act  of  Congresj",  of  the  3d 
of  March,  1823,  entitled  '  An  act  making  further 
appropriations  lor  the  military  service  of  the  United 
Slates,  for  the  year  1823,  and  for  other  purposes;' 
and,  if  said  line  has  not  been  run,  that  he  inform  this 
House  what  instructions  have  been  given,  or  measures 
adopted,  in  relation  to  the  execution  of  the  provision 
of  the  law,  and  what  causes  have  prevented  said  line 
trom  being  run,"  has  the  honor  to  state,  that  the  line 
referred  to  by  the  resolution  of  the  House,  has  not 
been  run.  Shortly  after  the  termination  of  the  last 
session  of  Congrei>s,  General  Thomas  Hinds,  of  Mis- 
sissippi, and  Mr.  William  Woodward,  of  the  .Arkansas 
Territory,  were  appointed  Commissioners  to  hold  a 
treaty  with  the  Choctaw  Indians,  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  into  effect  the  provision  of  the  act  abovemen- 
tioned  ;  and  communications  were  addressed  to  them 
by  this  Department,  notifying  them  of  their  appoint- 
ment, and  enclosing  instructions  for  their  govern- 
ment. The  communication  for  General  Hinds,  (who 
was  directed  to  make  the  principal  arrangements  for 
the  treaty,)  it  appears,  never  reached  him,  owing  lo 
some  failure  of  the  mails,  or  other  cause,  unknown  to 
this  Department  ;  that  for  Mr.  Woodward,  was  re- 
ceived by  him,  of  which,  however,  the  Department  has 
only  been  apprized  since  the  meeting  of  Congress. 
Owing  to  these  causes,  the  proposed  treaty  with  the 
Choclaws  was  not  held  ;  and,  consequently,  the  line, 
which  depended  on  the  arrangement  to  be  made  by 
the  treaty,  could  not  be  run. 

It  may  be  proper  lo  state,  that  the  Choctaw  nation 
has  applied  for  permission  to  send  on  a  deputation  to 
Washington,  (the  object  of  which  is  stated  to  be,  to 
tr«at  with  the  Government  on  the  subject  of  their 
lands  west  of  the  Missusippi,)  which  has  been  granted  ; 
and  It  is  hoped  that  a  suitable  arrangement  may  be 
made,  so  that  the  line  may  be  run  the  next  Summer. 
All  of  which  IS  respecttully  submitted. 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 


The  Message  and  report  were  ordered  to  lie  oa 
the  table. 

THIRD. 

To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

The  House  of  Representatives,  on  the  26th  ultimo, 
having  "  resolved,  that  the  President  be  requested  to 
cause  to  be  laid  before  the  House  an  estimate  of  the 
ex[>ense  which  would  be  incurred  by  transporting  two 
hundred  of  the  troops  now  Ht  the  Council  Bluffs,  to 
the  mouth  of  Columbia,  or  Oregon  river,"  I  herewith 
transmit  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  which  con- 
tains the  information  required. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Febrcart  29,  1824. 

Department  op  War,  Feb.  17,  1824. 
The  Secretary  of  War,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  of  the  26th 
January  last,  requesting  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this  House  "  an  esti- 
mate of  the  expense  which  would  be  incurred  by  trans- 
porting two  hundred  of  the  troops  now  at  the  (Jouncil 
Bluffs,  to  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  or  Oregon  river," 
has  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  a  report  of  the 
Quartermaster  General,  which  contains  the  informa- 
tion required.     Respectfully  submitted. 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 

Quartermaster  Gktteral's  Office, 

Washington  City,  Feb.  16,  1824. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order,  dated  the  30th  ul- 
timo, requiring  an  estimate  of  the  probable  expense  of 
transporting  two  hundred  of  the  troops,  now  at  the 
Council  Bluffs,  on  the  Missouri  river,  to  the  mouth  of 
Columbia,  or  Oregon  river,  I  have  the  honor  to  report, 
that  the  expense  will  consist : 

1st.  Of  an  outfit  of  boats,  and  the  necessary  tools 
and  materials  to  keep  them  in  repair,  to  transport  the 
detachment  from    the   Council    Bluffs  to   the  head  of 
navigation  on  the  .Missouri,  or  Yellow  Stone  river. 

2.  The  number  of  horses  necessary  to  transport  the 
detachment,  their  provisions,  and  stores,  from  that 
place  to  some  navigable  point  on  the  Columbia  river, 
and  tools  to  open  a  road  and  construct  bridges  on  the 
route ;  and 

3.  The  tools  and  materials  necessary  to  enable  them 
to  construct  boats  to  descend  the  Columbia. 

I  take  it  for  granted  that  the  ordnance,  clothing, 
provisions,  and  all  the  heavy  baggage,  required  for  the 
use  of  the  detachment,  after  it  shall  have  arrived  at 
its  destination,  will  be  transported  by  sea,  and  that  no 
other  supplies  than  those  actually  necessary  on  the 
march,  will  be  taken  across  the  Rocky  Mountains.  If 
so,  the  whole  outfit,  including  arms,  ammunition,  and 
provisions,  for  twelve  months,  would  not  exceed  one 
hundred  and  forty  tons  ;  to  transport  which  ten  boats, 
which,  with  all  their  equipments,  would  not  exceed 
seven  hundred  dollars  each,  would  be  sutiicient. 

Fifteen  hundred  dollars  would  provide  all  the  tools  that 
would  be  required  in  opening  a  road  and  constructing 
bridges  between  the  navigable  points  of  the  Missouri 
and  the  Columbia.  And  two  hundred  horses  would 
be  amply  sutiicient  for  the  transportation  over  that 
route.  These  horses  could  be  obtained  from  the  Paw- 
nees, near  the  Council  Bluffs,  or  from  the  Mandans, 
at  about  thirty  dollars  each,  in  merchandise ;  and,  per- 
haps, would  not  cost  the  Government  more  than  fif- 
teen or  twenty  dollars  each  in  cash ;  at  all  events, 
not  more  than  twenty-five  dollars  each.  ^ 
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Fifteen  hundred  dollars  would  provide  all  the  tools 
and  materials  necessary  to  construct  boats  to  descend 
the  Columbia. 

The  necessary  expense,  then,  incident  to  the  move- 
ment, would  be — 

For  10   boaU,  at  $700  each         -         -         -     $7,000 
intrenching  and  other  tools  necessary  on 

the  inarch 1,500 

200  horses,  at  $30  each,  in  merchandise, 

say  $25  each 5,000 

tools  and  materials  for  boats  on  the  Co- 
lumbia       1,500 


Total  - 
Add   an  equal 
peases 


sum    for   unforeseen  ex- 


15,000 
15,000 


And  the  whole  amount  required  will  be  -  $30,000 

To  transport  the  heavy  baggage,  ordnance,  and  a 
supply  of  provisions,  by  tea,  whaling  or  sealing  ves- 
sels, or  northwest  traders,  it  is  believed,  might  be  char- 
tered at  about  five  or  six  tliousand  dollars  each  ;  two 
would  be  sufficient,  say  they  would  cost  $7,000  each; 


Patterson  of  Ohio,  Plumer  of  Pennsylvania,  Prince, 
Richards,  Rich,  Rogers,  Ro^e,  Ross,  Sharpe,  Sloane, 
Stewart,  Stoddard.  Storrs,  Strong,  Swan,  Taylor,  Test, 
Thompson  of  Kentucky,  Tod,  'J'omlinson,  Tracy, 
Trimble,  Udree,  Vance  of  Ohio,  Van  Wyck,  Vinton, 
Wayne,  Whitman,  Whittlesey,  White,  James  Wil- 
son, Henry  Wilson,  Wood.  Woods,  and  Wright. 

Nats — Messrs.  Abbot,  Adams,  Alexander  of  Vir- 
ginia. Alexander  of  Tennessee,  Alien  of  Tennessee, 
Baylies,  P.  P.  Uarbour,  Bassett,  Blair,  Breck,  Brent. 
Buck,  Burleigh,  Burton,  CanibreJeng.  Campbell  of 
South  Carolina,  Cary,  Cassedy,  Clark,  Cocke,  Conner, 
Crowninshield,  Culpeper,  Cushman,  Cuthbert,  Day, 
Dwineil,  Edwards  of  iS'orth  Carolina,  Floyd,  Foot  of 
Connecticut,  Foote  of  New  York,  Forxyth,  Frost, 
Garnett,  Gatlin,  Gist,  Govan,  Gurley,  Hall,  Hamilton, 
Hayden,  Hayward,  Herrick,  Hobart,  Hogeboom,  Hol- 
combe.  Hooks,  Houston,  Isacks,  Kent,  Kidder,  Lee, 
Leftwich,  liClcher,  Lincoln,  Litchfield,  Livingston, 
Long,  Longfellow,  McCoy,  McDuffie,  McKee,  McKim, 
Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania,  Moore  of  Alabama,  IVcale, 
Nelson,  O'Brien,  Owen,  Plumer  of  New  Hampshire, 
Poinsett,  Rankin,  Reed,  Reynolds,  Saunders,  Sand* 
ford,  Sibley,  Arthur  Smith,  William  Smith,  Spence, 
Standefer,   A.    Stevenson,  J.  Stephenson,   Tucker  of 


and  the  amount  of  sea  transportation  would   be  four- 
teen thousand  dollars,  making  the  entire  expenses  of  |  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Tyson,  Vance  of 
the  operation,  by  land  and  water,  forty-four  thousand  ,  North  Carolina,  Van  Ren<selaer,    WarficlJ,  Webster, 
dollars. 

Small  as  this  estimate  may  appear  when  we  con- 
sider the  magnitude  of  the  object  proposed  to  be  ac- 
complished, I  feel  confident  that,  if  the  operations  be 
conducted  by  the  military,  it  will  be  more  than  sulli- 
cienL.     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

TH.  S.  JESUP. 
Brig.  Gen.  and  Q.  M.  Gen. 

Hon.  J.  C.  Calhocx,  Secr'yof  War. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  Message  and  report  be 
referred  to  the  committee  appointed  on  the  29lh 
December  last,  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of 
taking  possession  of  the  Columbia  or  Oregon  nver. 


FOURTH. 

A  Message  transmitting  certain  documents  re- 
lative to  the  claim  of  Massachusetts,  for  services 
rendered  by  the  militia  of  that  Slate  in  the  late 
war,  and  for  which  payment  was  made  by  the 
State;  which  was  read  and  laid  on  the  table. 
[See  Senate  proceedings.] 

EFFECT  OF  THE  PURPOSED  TARIFF. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Owen,  of  Alabama,  charg- 
ing the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  with  an 
inquiry  into  the  effect  of  the  Tariff  Bill,  being 
taken  up,  Mr.  Storrs  moved  thai  it  be  laid  on 
the  table. 

Oq  this  question  the  yeas  and  nays  were  taken, 
and  stood — yeas  86,  nays  94,  as  follows: 

Yxis — Messrs.  Allison.  Bailey,  Barber  of  Connecti- 
cut, Bartlelt,  Beecher,  Bradley,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Cady,  Campbell  of  Ohio.  Carter,  Collins,  Condict, 
Cook,  Crafts,  Craig.  Durfee,  Dwight,  Eaton,  Eddy, 
Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Ellis,  Farrelly,  Findlay, 
Forward,  Garrison,  Gazliy,  Harris,  Hemphill.  Henry. 
Herkimer,  Ingham,  Jenkins,  Jennings,  Johnson  of 
Virginia,  J.  T.  Johnson,  F.  Johnson,  Kremer,  Lathrop, 
Lawrence,  Little,  McArlhur,  McKean.  McLane  of 
Delaware,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Mallary,  Markley,  Mar- 
tindale,  Mallack,  Metcalfe,  Patterson  of  Pennsylvania, 


Wickliffe,  Willinms  of  Virginia.   Williams  of  North 
Carolina,  and  Wilson  of  South  Carolina. 

Mr.  Sharpe,  of  New  York,  moved  as  an  amend- 
ment to  strike  out  the  words  ''Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means"  and  insert  ''Secretary  of  the 
Treasury." 

On  this  resolution  and  amendment,  a  desultory 
debate  arose,  in  which  Messrs.  Bhent,  Mallahv, 
Ingham,  Webster,  Owen,  Fok.syth,  Koot  of 
Connecticut,  and  Tod,  look  part — it  was  opposed 
on  the  ground  of  the  present  state  of  health  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury ;  which,  although  it  ad- 
mitted of  the  ordinary  detail  of  the  office  going 
on  without  interruption,  precluded  him  from  any 
exertion  of  the  kind  that  would  be  required  by  the 
inquiry  now  proposed  to  be  referred  to  him.  And 
it  was  advocated  on  the  ground  of  the  Treasury 
Department's  possessing  all  the  requisite  data  in 
which  the  required  report  must  be  founded.  The 
debate  was  superseded  by  the  lapse  of  the  time 
allowed  for  the  consideration  of  resolutions. 

RELIEF  OF  SARAH  PERRY. 

Mr.  Fuller,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  recommitted  a  bill,  enti- 
tled "A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  Perry,  mother 
of  the  late  Oliver  H.  Perry,"  reported  the  bill  in 
the  same  form  in  which  it  was  at  tirst  brought 
into  the  House — lomitling  the  amendment  which 
propo.sed  to  charge  Mrs.  Perry's  su|>port  on  the 
Navy  Pension  Fund.)      The  report  is  as  follows: 

Though  this  bill  was  recommitted  without  any  defi- 
nite instructions,  yet,  from  the  objections  which  were 
made  to  its  original  character,  and  the  efforts  to  change 
it,  by  making  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Perry  a  charge  upon 
the  Navy  i'ensujn  F'uiul.  the  committer  arc  led  to 
consider  the  nature  and  expediency  of  the  change 
proposed. 

However  strong  may  be  the  disposition  of  the  com- 
mittee to  all'urd  to  the  mother  of  the  illustrious  Perry 
the  same  tokens  of  regard  which  have  been  accorded  to 
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hia  widow  and  children,  it  ia  incumbent  on  them  to 
abstain  from  any  encroachment  upon  the  fund  in 
question,  provided  it  shall  appear  that  the  faith  of  the 
Government  is  pledged  to  protect  this  fund,  as  a  con- 
secrated deposite  for  the  support  and  encouragement 
of  another  and  different  class  of  persons. 

By  the  act  of  the  23d  of  April,  1800,  (Sec.  5,)  it  is 
provided,  that  the  proceeds  of  all  prizes  taken  by  the 
public  armed  ships  of  the  United  States,  wben  of  in- 
ferior force,  shall  be  adjudged  one-half  to  the  captors, 
and  the  other  half  to  the  United  States.  By  the 
eighth  section  of  the  same  act  it  is  provided,  that  all 
officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  disabled  in  service,  shall 
receive  a  pension  during  life,  or  the  continuance  of 
disability  ;  and  by  the  next  section  it  is  enacted,  that 
all  moneys  which  may  accrue  to  the  United  States 
from  prices  "  shall  be,  and  remain  forever,"  a  fund  for 
the  payment  of  pensions  to  those  officers,  seamen,  and 
marines,  who  may  be  entitled  to  receive  the  same  ; 
and  if  the  fund  should  be  insufficient,  the  public  faith 
is  pledged  to  supply  the  deficiency;  and  should  there 
be  a  surplus,  it  shall  be  applied  to  making  further 
provision  for  the  beforemenlioned  persons,  and  "for 
such  as  may  merit,  by  their  bravery  and  long  and 
faithful  services,  the  gratitude  of  their  country." 

Early  in  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  and  before 
the  Navy  Pension  Fund  bad  in  any  considerable  de- 
gree accuiTiubted  under  these  provisions  of  law,  an 
act  was  passed  extending  its  benefits  to  the  widows 
and  orphan  children  of  such  officers,  seamen,  and  ma- 
rines, as  might  fall  in  battle  or  die  of  wounds,  limiting 
their  pensions  to  the  term  of  five  years.  The  wisdom 
and  policy  of  this  extension  arc  very  manifest;  and  it 
was  no  viulation  of  the  sections  of  the  act  before  re- 
cited, as  far  as  it  applied  to  any  future  or  prospective 
acquisition  from  prizes.  The  present  fund  has  arisen 
from  captures  made  almost  exclusively  since  the  ex- 
tension, and  it  remains  pledged  to  the  purposes  of  the 
original  law,  with  no  other  addition. 

Should  justice  or  policy  require  that  any  other  re- 
latives of  seamen  be  relieved  at  the  public  expense, 
the  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  public  faith  does 
not  permit  it  to  be  done  from  the  acquisitions  of  the 
present  fund;  but,  they  have  no  doubt  of  the  right  of 
Congress  to  provide  by  law  that  the  proceeds  of 
prizes,  which  may  be  hereafter  captured,  may  be  ap- 
plied to  new  objects  of  puhlic  bounty.  But,  while  so 
many  officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  remain,  who 
may  require  relief,  or  who  may  be  entitled,  by  "  their 
bravery  and  failhlul  services,"  to  the  benefits  of  the 
fund,  and  who,  if  it  were  exhausted,  might  seek  in 
vain  the  fulfilment  of  their  country's  pledge,  it  is 
deemed  no  less  unjust  than  impolitic  to  assail  this  sa- 
cred deposite — the  fruit  of  valor  and  of  victory — the 
balm  of  honorable  wounds,  and  the  consolation  of  be- 
reaved widowhood  and  helpless  infancy. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  bill  ought  to 
pass  in  its  original  form,  and  they  have  accordingly 
restored  the  enacting  clause,  and  report  it  to  the 
House  with  no  other  amendment  or  variation. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  (Mr,  Condict  in  the  Chair.) 
on  the  bill  to  amend  the  several  acts  for  laying 
duties  on  imports. 

Mr.  Martindalb  (^who  had  moved  on  Friday 
that  the  Commiilee  rise)  rose  and  said  :  At  the 
close  of  the  last  sitting  of  this  honorable  Commit- 
tee, I  moved  that  the  Committee  rise  before  taking 


the  question  on  the  motion  to  strike  out  the  arti- 
cle of  cotton  bagging,  in  order  to  give  me  an  op- 
portunity to  submit  to  its  consideration  my  senti- 
ments on  the  general  principles  of  the  bill.  I  was 
induced  to  make  that  motion,  sir,  because  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  general  principles  of  the  bill  seemed 
to  have  been  fallen  into  by  its  adversaries  by  a 
kind  of  common  consent.  Indeed,  sir,  it  had  been 
distinctly  avowed  by  some  honorable  gentlemen 
in  the  opposition,  that  they  might  as  well  discuss 
the  general  principles  on  the  motion  to  strike  out 
the  article  under  consideration,  as  on  a  motion  to 
strike  out  the  enacting  clause;  and  my  honorable 
colleague  from  New  York  has  delivered  a  long 
and  able  argument  on  this  motion,  expressly  upon 
the  general  principles  of  the  bill,  and  in  opposition 
thereto  ;  and  some  friends  of  the  bill  have  pursued 
the  same  course  in  their  observations.  It  was  ray 
intention,  sir,  at  the  time  I  made  the  motion  to 
rise,  to  have  pursued  the  course  which  seemed  to 
be  thus  marked  out.  But,  sir,  upon  further  and 
deliberate  reflection  upon  the  course  proposed — 
upon  an  examination  of  the  rules  of  the  House, 
and  upon  conferring  with  some  honorable  gentle- 
man older  than  myself,  and  better  acquainted 
with  those  rules  than  I  am,  I  am  strongly  im- 
pressed with  the  conviction  that  this  course  of  de- 
bate is  not  strictly  in  order.  What  are  we  doing, 
sir  ?  Upon  this  motion  to  strike  out  of  this  bill 
the  article  of  cotton  bagging,  we  are  discussing 
the  general  principles  of  the  bill,  principles  equally 
applicable  to  every  article  in  it. 

Connect  with  this,  sir,  the  open  avowal,  em- 
phatically made  by  gentlemen  in  the  opposition, 
that  they  will  fight  this  odious  bill  step  by  step, 
and  inch  by  inch,  and  follow  the  course  we  are 
now  pursuing,  and  the  debate  becomes  intermina- 
ble. Are  there  not  general  principles  in  this  bill, 
sir  ?  That  there  are  general  principles  upon  which 
it  is  opposed,  is  most  obvious.  Gentlemen  sav 
they  will  op{>ose  every  part  of  it.  They  will, 
therefore,  move  to  strike  out  every  part  of  it.  And 
on  every  such  motion  we  shall  hear  repeated,  as 
we  have  done  already,  the  same  objections,  that 
it  will  ruin  trade  and  commerce — that  it  will  de- 
stroy the  revenue,  and  prostrate  our  Navy — that 
it  will  enhance  the  prices  of  articles  of  the  first 
necessity,  and  thus  be  taxing  the  poor ;  and  that 
it  will  destroy  the  cotton  market,  and  stop  the  fur- 
ther growth  of  cotton.  What  shall  hinder,  sir, 
the  repetition  of  these  arguments  on  every  motion 
to  strike  out?  And  the  friends  of  the  bill,  too,  in 
their  replies,  are  driven  necessarily  to  general 
topics  of  discussion  1  If  this  course  is  to  be  pur- 
sued, sir,  the  enemies  of  the  bill  need  take  no  other 
way  to  defeat  it. 

Perceiving  the  tendency  of  this  course,  sir,  the 
friends  of  the  bill  have  frequently  requested  its 
adversaries  to  move  to  strike  out  the  enacting 
clause,  for  the  purpose  of  testing  tiie  general  prin- 
ciples of  the  bill.  This,  from  proper  motives,  no 
doubt,  they  have  declined  doing.  Urged  by  these 
considerations,  sir,  to  save  the  time  of  the  House, 
to  promote  the  progress  of  this  bill,  and  prevent 
its  defeat — for  I  am  entirely  devoted  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  this  bill,  and  shall  sustain  them  to  the 
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utmost  of  my  feeble  abilities — and  to  place  the 
argument  which  I  wish  to  submit  to  the  consid- 
eration of  this  Committee  upon  its  legitimate  and 
orderly  foundation,  I  have  come  to  the  resolution, 
sir,  advised  as  I  am  that  the  motion  is  in  order,  to 
move  to  strike  out  tlie  enacting  clause  of  the  bill. 
I  make  you  that  motion,  sir. 

Mr.  M.  then  commenced  a  speech  in  favor  of 
the  bill,  which  occupied  the  House  till  4  o'clock, 
when  he  gave  way  for  a  motion  that  the  Com- 
mittee rise ;  and  the  Committee  rose,  and  then 
the  House  adjourned. 


Tuesday,  February  24. 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  who  were  instructed,  on 
the  iilst  01  January  last,  "  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  appropriating  five  thousand  dollars 
for  the  use  of  the  Library  of  Congre^s,"  made  a 
report  thereon,  accompanied  by  a  bill  authorizing 
an  appropriation  for  the  use  of  the  Library  of 
Congress;  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to 
which  is  committed  the  bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  Government,  for  the  year 
1S24. 

Onkred,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
be  discharged  iVom  the  consideration  of  the  peti- 
tion of  sundry  aliens  residing  in  the  Slate  of  New 
Jersey ;  the  petition  of  sundry  aliens  in  the  State 
of  Indiana  ;  the  petition  of  J.  and  A.  Nattali  ; 
the  petition  of  Pierre  Bcrthelet  and  Oliver  Bcr- 
thelet;  and  the  petition  of  a  commiitee  appointed 
by  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  on  behalf  of  the  aliens  residing  in  said  city. 
As,  also,  from  the  consideration  of  the  inquiry 
which  said  committee  was  directed  to  make,  on 
the  10th  of  December  last,  wiietlier  any,  and 
what,  alterations  are  necessary,  in  the  existing 
laws  establishing  rules  of  naturalization  ;  and  into 
the  expediency  of  furnishing  copies  of  those  laws 
to  the  courts  authorized^to  naturalize  aliens;  and 
that  the  several  petition's  and  resolution  be  referred 
to  the  committee  appointed,  on  the  16th  instant, 
on  the  memorial  of  sundry  aliens  residing  in  the 
city  of  New  Orleans. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate  entitled  "  An  act  to  regulate  the  surveying 
of  public  and  private  lands  in  the  southern  part 
of  Alabama,"  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ment; and  it  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  Saunders,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  whom  was  referred  the  amendments 
proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill  "to  alter  the 
times  of  holding  the  district  court  at  Mobile,  in 
the  district  of  Alabama  ;"  reported  the  same  with 
an  agreement  to  those  amendments. 

Mr.  Moore,  of  Alabama,  moved  a  further 
amendment,  inserting  the  word  '"Blount"  imme- 
diately after  the  word  '"Morgan,"  in  the  list  of 
counties  in  the  northern  district;  which  was 
agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third 
reading. 


Mr.  Bartlett,  by  leave  of  the  House,  presented 
a  memorial  of  the  merchants,  ship-owners,  and 
mechanics  of  Portsmouth,  in  the  State  of  New 
Hampshire,  representing  the  many  evils,  which, 
in  their  opinion,  will  flow  from  the  passage  of  the 
bill  now  pending  in  this  House  to  amend  the  sev- 
eral acts  imposing  duties  on  imports,  and  praying 
that  said  bill  may  not  be  pas»ed  into  a  law.  Re- 
ferred. 

EFFECT  OF  THE  PROPOSED  TARIFF. 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Owe.n  being  again  called 
up,. and  the  question  being  put  on  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Shahpe,  inserting  '"the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury"  in  place  of  ''the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,"  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — 
ayes  80,  noes  09,  and  the  question  being  on  adopt- 
ing the  resolution  as  amended,  the  yeas  and  nay* 
were  called  for.  Before  taking  tlie  yeas  and  nays, 
Mr,  McLane,  of  Delaware,  oflered  a  further 
amendment,  inserting  alter  the  word  ^' Rf^oivtd," 
''  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill,  and  that 
it  be  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
with  directions  to  report,"  &c. 

Mr.  McLane  staled  his  rea-^ons  for  offering  the 
amendment  to  be,  that,  if  the  resolution  were 
directed  to  that  officer,  it  must  of  necessiiv  be  ac- 
companied with  the  subject-matter  on  which  he 
is  to  report. 

Mr.  SiiARPE  opposed  the  amendment,  as  calcu- 
lated to  embarrass  the  proceedings  on  the  bill. 

Mr.  Hamilton  supported  the  amentiinent,  as  it 
would  be  a  loss  of  time  to  go  on  with  discussions 
on  the  bill,  while  it  was  referred  for  consideration 
to  an  officer  of  the  House. 

At  the  sujrgestion  of  Mr.  Stohr-,  the  resolu- 
tion was  so  amended  as  not  to  discharge  the  Com- 
mittee from  the  discussion,  but  to  furnish  the  Sec- 
retary with  a  copy  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Mangu.m,  while  professing  his  general  ob- 
jections to  the  bill,  supported  the  amendment  and 
resolution  now  offered,  as  a  measure  of  fairness, 
tending  to  bring  light  upon  the  discussion. 

Mr.  Owen  protested  against  all  intention  of  re- 
tarding the  discussion,  and  assented  to  the  amend- 
ment as  now  proposed. 

The  question  being  taken  on  Mr.  McLane's 
amendment,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — 
ayes  107, 

Mr.  Rich  offered  a  further  amendment,  to  strike 
out  the  words  "of  the  Government,"  and  insert 
after  "  revenue"  the  words  '"  the  commerce  and 
manufacturing  and  agricultural  interests  of  the 
United  States." 

Mr.  R.  supported  his  amendment  by  a  few  ob- 
servations, signifying  that  revenue  was  not  the 
only  interest  to  be  considered  in  the  legislation  of 
Congress. 

Mr.  McDuFFiE  opposed  this  amendment  as  im- 
posing duties  which  had  no  reference  to  the  offi- 
cial duties  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  Owen  followed  on  the  same  side,  and 
seemed  to  consider  the  amendment  as  intended 
either  to  ridicule  or  evade  the  object  of  the  reso- 
lution. 
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Mr.  Floyd  objected  to  the  whole  course  pro- 
posed. He  thought  it  was  not  consistent  with 
the  dignity  of  the  House  to  ^o  for  information, 
and  for  the  suggestion  of  its  future  duties,  to  one 
of  the  President's  Secretaries ;  and  moved  to 
lay  the  resolution,  with  the  amendment,  on  the 
table. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  called  for,  on  this 
question,  stood — yeas  00,  nays  92,  as  follows: 

Yea> — Mendrs.  Abbot,  Adami,  Alexander  of  Vir- 
piniii,  .Mien  of  Tennessee,  Allison,  Archer,  Bailey, 
Baylies,  Barber  of  Connecticut,  P.  P.  Barbour,  Brad- 
let,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Burton,  Cambreleng,  Camp- 
bell ol  Ohio,  Carter,  Clark,  Collins,  Condict.  Conner, 
Crafts,  Craig,  Durfee,  Dwinell,  Eaton,  Eddv,  Ed- 
wards of  North  Carolina,  Ellis,  Farrelly,  Findlay, 
Floyd,  Foote  of  New  York,  Forward,  Garrison,  Gazlay, 
Hams,  Hemphill,  Henry,  Herkimer,  Hogeboom,  Jen- 
kins, Johnson  of  Virginia,  J.  T.  Johnson,  F.  Johnson, 
Kremer,  I.iltle,  Long,  McArlhur.  McCoy,  McKean, 
McLane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Markiey,  .Mar- 
lindale,  Mallack,  Metcalfe,  Morgan.  Newton,  Patter!«on 
of  Pennsylvania,  Patterson  of  Ohio,  Plumer  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Richards,  Rich.  Rives,  Saunders,  Sloane,  Ster- 
ling, A.  Stevenson,  StoJdarJ,  Storrs.  Swan,  Taylor 
Ten  Eyck,  Thompson  of  Kentucky,  Tod,  Tomlinson, 
Tracy,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Udree,  Vance  of 
Ohio,  Van  Rensselaer,  Van  VVyck,  Wayne,  Whipple, 
Whitman,  Whittlesey,  White,  Williams  of  North 
('trolina,  James  Wilson,  Honry  Wilson,  Wilson  of 
Ohio,  Wood,  Woods,  and  Wright. 

Nats— Messrs.  Alexander  of  Tennessee,  Allen  of 
MassachusetU,  J.S.  Barbour,  Bartlett,  Bt-echer,  Blair, 
Breck,  Buck.  Buckner,  Burleigh,  Campbell  of  South 
Carolina,  Cary.  Caasedy,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Cook,  Crown- 
inshield,  Culpeper.  Cushman,  Day,  Foot  of  Con- 
necticut, Forsyth,  Frost,  Fuller,  Garnett,  Gutlin,  Gist, 
Govan,  Gurley,  Hall,  Hamilton,  Harvey,  Hayden, 
HaywartI,  Hernck,  Hobart,  Holcoinbe,  Hooks,  Hous- 
ton, Inj{ham,  Isacks,  Jennings,  Kent,  Kidder,  Lathrop, 
Leitwich,  Letcher,  Lincoln,  Litchfield,  Livermore, 
Livingston,  Locke,  Longfellow,  .McDuffie,  McKee, 
McKim,  Mangum,  Mallary,  M.irvin,  Mataon,  Mitchell 
of  Pennsylvania,  Moore  of  Kentucky,  Moore  of  Ala- 
bama, Neale,  O'Brien,  Owen,  Plumer  of  New  Hamp- 
ahire,  Poinsett,  Rankin,  Reed.  Reynolds,  Rose,  Sand- 
ford,  Scott,  Sharpe,  Sibley,  Arthur  Smith,  William 
Smith,  Spence,  Slandefer,  Strong,  Test,  Thompson  of 
Georgia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Tyson,  Vance  of 
North  Carohna,  Vinton,  Warfield,  Wickliffe,  Wil- 
liams  of  New  York,  Williams  of  Virginia,  and  Wilson 
of  South  Carolina. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  several 
acts  laying  duties  on  imports. 

Mr.  Marti.noale  resumed  the  speech  which  he 
had  yesterday  commenced,  on  his  own  motion  to 
strike  out  the  enacting  clause  of  the  bill ;  which 
is  given  entire  as  follows: 

I  ri>e,  said  Mr.  M.,  under  a  deep  conviction  of 
the  vast  importance  of  the  principles  of  the  bill 
upon  your  table,  and  my  utter  incompetency  to  a 
satisfactory  (iiscussion  of  them.  But,  sir,  my  great 
anxiety  that  those  principles  should  finnlly  prevail, 
and  that  they  should  now  prevail,  believing,  as  I 
do,  that  the  couditioo  of  our  country  imperiously 


demands  their  adoption,  and  ray  consciousness, 
too,  sir,  that  that  country,  on  this  occasion,  expects 
that  every  man  should  do  his  duty,  have  deter- 
mined me  to  make  an  attempt  to  overcome  my 
extreme  diffidence,  and  approach  the  discussion  of 
this  most  momentous  subject.  It  is  a  subject 
deeply  interesting,  sir,  inasmuch  as  it  is  the  com- 
mencement of  a  new  system  of  policy,  fraught 
with  principles  which  must  produce  interminable 
and  most  salutary  consequences,  and  inasmuch 
as  it  is  the  very  first  measure  of  the  Government 
which  looks  seriously  and  extensively  to  the  pro- 
tection of  the  native  productions  of  the  country. 
This  system,  sir,  is  to  brins^  into  existence  from 
our  own  soil,  and  from  the  Tabor  of  our  own  coun- 
trymen, that  which  would  not  exist  without  it, 
and  in  addition  to  that  which  we  now  produce,  as 
a  sub^'titute  for  what  we  buy.  It  looks,  through 
the  medium  of  the  mechanic  and  artisan,  to  the 
farmer;  it  can  reach  him  no  other  way;  it  can 
protect  him  no  other  way.  Unless  I  greatly  mis- 
take the  character  of  the  bill,  and  labor  under  so 
strong  a  delusion  that  I  am  led  to  believe  a  lie, 
it  is  fraught  with  manifold  and  lasting  blessings 
to  our  common  country.  But,  in  the  accomplish- 
ment of  this  great  and  good  design,  I  am  sensible 
that  some  existing  and  local  interests  must  be  tem- 
porarily and  partially  affected.  The  importing 
commerce  of  our  country  must  be  suspended,  or 
diverted  into  another  channel,  in  just  so  much  as 
the  home  production  shall  become  a  substitute  for 
the  imported  article.  But,  on  every  principle,  but 
that  of  exclusive  selfishness,  are  they  not  bound  to 
give  up  this  traffic,  if  it  be  pernicious  to  their  coun- 
try? The  increased  duty  on  cotton  bagging  will, 
for  a  little  while,  enhance  the  price  of  cotton  to 
the  consumer.  Those  of  the  North,  East,  and 
West,  who  produce  no  cotton,  but  consume  ten- 
fold more  of  the  article  than  those  who  do,  must, 
for  a  moment,  as  it  were,  pay  this  increased  price; 
but  a  permanent,  (and  comparatively  to  them  an 
important  interest,)  of  our  brethren  of  the  West, 
will  bo  promoted  by  it,  and  we  make  the  sacrifice 
cheerfully.  Our  brethren  of  the  West,  enjoying 
the  richest  soil  and  the  best  climate  in  the  world, 
are  stated,  and  admitted  to  be,  the  poorest  among 
all  the  members  of  this  great  family.  That  which 
nature  designed  to  be  the  richest,  through  the  in- 
fluence of  mistaken  policy  is  the  poorest ;  and,  if 
that  policy  prevails,  will  be  kept  so.  And  why? 
They  have  no  market.  They  produce  their  food, 
to  be  sure,  but  they  must  buy  a  large  portion  of 
their  clothing.  They  have  bought  till  they  have 
expended  their  specie.  A  mistaken  policy  induced 
a  resort  to  a  substitute,  in  the  form  of  bank  paper. 
Experience  soon  proved  the  fatal  error,  in  the  in- 
creased extent  and  magnitude  of  the  evil.  All  this 
goes  to  prove  that  the  consumers  of  imported  and 
purchased  articles  must  have  a  market  for  their 
produce  or  the  fruits  of  their  labor,  or  accumulated 
distress  must  ensue.  The  West  have  no  market 
and  the  distress  has  ensued.  And,  Mr.  Chairman, 
do  the  West  alone  complain?  And  if  they  did, 
will  gentlemen  say  it  is  only  the  West;  it  is  not 
necessary  to  heed  their  complaints?  Sir,  who  are 
these  inhabitants  of  the  West?     They  are  our 
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kindred  and  our  friends.      They  are  our  brothers 
and  our  sisters.     Many — our  fatliers  and  our  mo 
theri: — who  have  gone  with  tlteir  children  and  our 
brothers,  to  spend  the  evening  of  their  days,  and  | 
to  die  there.      They  did  not  leave  their  country 
when  iliey  went  there.     It  is  th^ir  country  and 
our  country  still ;  and  thank  God  they  may  go 
still  farther  West,  and  still  be  within  the  bounda-  j 
ries  of  their  country;  to  where  the  setting  sun 
quenches  his  orb  in  the  western  wave,  and  still 
claim  the  kind  concern  and  protecting  care  of  our  | 
common  country,  and  our  country's  common  Gov-  i 
ernment.      The  father  goes  to  the  West  to  visit  I 
his  children,  and  the  brother,  after  a  long  separa- 
tion, to  salute  his  brother.     Go  where  you  will,  | 
sir,  through  the  Western  States,  and  you  find  your  j 
old  neighbors,  your  nearest  relatives,  and  dearest 
friends;  and  while  they  are  encountering  the  hard- 
ships and  privations  of  the  pioneers  of  our  new  ; 
settlements,  if  their  situation  is  not  calculated  to  { 
awaken  our  sympathies,  and  open  the  hand  of  a 
liberal  and   protecting  policy,   which   the   close- 
fisted  cold  calculator  of  pence  would  shut,  I  know 
nor  what  will.     Mr.  Chairman,  in  discussing  this 
subject  of  somewhat  conflicting  interests,  the  feel- 
ings which  these  reflections  are  calculated  to  pro- 
duce, should  be  put  in  requisition.     If  we  are  any 
of  us  called  upon  to  make  sacrifices,  we  should 
look  and  see  to  whom  ;  and  it   we  find  that  the 
sacrifice  is  to  ourselves,  or  to  those  we  love  as  our- 
selves, as  we  are  commanded  to  do  our  neighbors, 
we  shall  make  the  sacrifice  cheerfully,  or  rather, 
we  shall  deem  it  no  sacrifice.     Acrimony  and  an- 
gry feeling  will,  at  all  events,  be  subdued,  and  we 
shall  come  to  this  investigation  with  calmness  and 
deliberation,  and  a  single  eye  to  truth  and  the 
good  of  our  country. 

But,  sir,  there  is  another  principle  which  gen- 
tlemen seem  to  have  lost  sight  of,  and  which  I 
think  should  govern  in  this  discussion.  Our  pow- 
ers and  our  duties  are  reciprocal.  They  are  co- 
extensive and  correspondent.  The  interests  which 
we  can  affect,  those  interests  we  represent.  We 
are  none  of  us  at  lil)erty  to  disregard  the  interests 
which  every  vote  each  one  of  us  gives,  influences 
more  or  less.  We  are,  then,  each  one  of  us  the 
representative  of  every  interest,  and,  of  course,  of 
the  whole.  We  are  elected  by  minute  districts,  I 
know.  This  is  but  a  mode  in  which  the  whole 
have  agreed  to  elect  their  Representatives.  But 
this  does  not  change  our  powers  and  our  duties 
when  elected.  They  are  precisely  what  they 
would  have  been  had  we  been  elected  en  manse 
by  a  general  ticket  of  the  whole  United  States. 
The  power  of  each  is  to  affect  every  interest  in  the 
whole  Republic ;  his  duty  is  to  consult,  and  be 
governed  by  those  interests.  He  must,  then,  look 
at  the  whole;  and  he  must  look,  not  to  the  present 
only,  but  to  the  future  also,  as  far  as  the  keen  eye 
of  the  statesman  can  reach,  and  thus,  from  this 
eminence,  as  from  a  political  observatory,  taking 
a  survey  of  the  permanent,  ever-during  interests 
of  the  country,  decide  as  those  interests  shall  indi- 
cate. We  must,  sir,  expand  our  views  to  the  di- 
mensions of  our  country,  or,  before  long,  our  coun- 
try will  be  contracted  to  correspond  with  the  lim- 


ited extent  of  those  views.     On  this  principle^  sir, 
we  are  not  at  liberty  to  deem  ourselves  as  the 
Representatives  of  the  particular  district  or  State 
where  we  were  elected,  and  may  reiide,  as   the 
envoys  of  distinct  and  independent  governments, 
sent  here  to  obtain,  by  dint  of  argumentative  ne- 
gotiation, as  much  advantage,  each  over  the  other, 
as  we  can,  which  we  are  at  liberty  to  protract  or 
break  off"  at  pleasure ;  but,  sir,  we  are  the  common 
agents  of  one  common  country,  the  conservators 
and  guardians  of  the  great  interests  of  this  grtai 
Republic.     The  Representative  from  Louisiana  is 
bound  to  regard  the  interests  of  Kentucky,  Ohio, 
and  Maine,  when  he  understands  them,  as  much 
as  the  Representatives  of  those  respective  States, 
and  to  sacrifice  a  minor  interest,  at  least,  to  pro- 
mote their  greater  good.     We  are  but  one  people, 
sir.    We  have  but  one  country,  a  great  and  a  good 
one,  which  our  forefathers  won  for  us,  and  have 
bequeathed  to  us;  so  far  as  our  powers  and  offi- 
cial capacities  extend,  we  have  but  one  Govern- 
ment— the  Government  of  this  great  empire,  '"one 
and  indivisible."     Gentlemen  talk  of  a  Confeder- 
ation— of  a  Confederated  Government.     Sir,  this 
language  is  new  to  me.     I  have  not  read  it  in  liie 
Constitution.      It  sounds  foreign  in  my  ears,  and 
it  is  foreign  to  my  feelings,  and  I  am  confident  it 
is  foreign  to  the  feelings  of  my  countrymen  gene- 
rally.     We  all  feel,  I  trust,  sir,  as  much  now  as 
on  the  memorable  9th  of  January,  1815,  that  New 
Orleans  is  a  part  of  our  country  ;  and  the  recollec- 
tions of  the  hard-fought  and  sanguinary  field  of 
Bridgewater  and  Chippewa  awaken  the  sympa- 
thies, while  they  gratify  the  pride  of  the  inhabit- 
ants of  Georgia  and  Louisiana.     Let  us  be  Amer- 
icans,  sir,  and  feel  and  act  as  Americans.    Let  us 
feel  that  we  have  a  country,  and  let  those  feelings 
embrace  the  whole  of  it.    Does  that  country  stretch 
from  Florida  to  the  Yellow  Srone,  and  from  Maine 
to  the  Oregon  ?    A  warm  and  expanded  patriotism 
can  embrace  this  wild   region,  and  entertain  a 
common  feeling  for  their  remote  and  distant  in- 
habitants.    I  know  these  are  feelings  which  pre- 
vail in  this  country,  and  govern  this  Committee. 
We  are  tempted,  occasionally,  sir,  in  the  warmth 
of  debate,  to  forget  these  feeling*',  and  to  assume 
the  character  of   sectional  advocates.     We   will 
then,  sometimes,  sir,  speak  of  this  Government  as 
a  confederation  of  independent  States,  and  about 
the  inhabitants  of  such  and  such  a  State  not  sub- 
mitting to  the  operation  of  such  and  such  a  meas- 
ure.   By  this  I  presume  gentlemen  mean  that  they 
will  remonstrate  against  it,  and  endeavor  to  con- 
vince this  Government  that  they  ought  to  repeal 
it.    If  more  than  this  is  meant ;  if  by  this  gentlemen 
mean,  "peaceably  if  we  can,  forcibly  if  we  must," 
I  would  remind  gentlemen  that  there  is  one  sacred, 
invariable,  enduring  principle  of  our  Government, 
which  no  portion  of  our  country  can  ever  violate 
with  impunity,  and  that  is,  as  the  majority  must 
govern,  their  decision   must  prevail,  and  the  mi- 
nority must  submit.     Why,  sir,  as  well  might  the 
county  of  Suffolk,  upon  the  extreme. end  ol  Long 
Island,  talk  of  rebelling  against  the  Slate  of  New 
York,  or  determining  to  build  a  canal,  in  which 
she  had  no  interest,  but  to  which  it  is  obliged  to 
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contribute,  as  the  cotton-growing  section  of  our 
country  oppose  the  authority  of  this  Government, 
because  the  bill  on  your  table,  if  adopted,  may 
limit,  in  some  measure,  their  cotton  market,  and 
add  an  inconsiderable  sum  to  the  expense  of  its 
production.  If  they  think  this  measure  wrong, 
gentlemen  may  talk  with  propriety  of  appealing 
to  the  sovereignty  of  the  people.  They  have  full 
scope  and  perfect  ri^ht  to  obtain  that  sovereign 
majesty — to  do  what  ?  To  secede  from  the  Union ; 
to  dissolve  this  Government  ?  No.  it  is  impossi- 
ble; but  simply  in  a  quiet,  pacific,  Constitutional 
way,  to  change  the  Administration,  to  dismiss 
their  public  servants,  and  substitute  others  more 
honest,  or  more  intelligent,  who  will  understand 
and  consult  their  interests  better. 

Thus  prepared,  sir,  as  to  my  feelings,  and  the 
extent  and  nature  of  my  duties,  I  come  to  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  general  principles  of  the  bill  upon 
your  table. 

I  propose  to  inquire,  sir,  if  there  be  any  evils 
itnder  the  pressure  of  which  this  nation  suffers.  Is 
full  employment  provided  by  the  nature  and  dis- 
tribution of  our  occupations  for  every  class  of 
community  ?  Do  none  stand  idle,  because  no  man 
hireth  them?  Does  not  the  agriculture  of  the 
country  languish,  and  the  laborer  stand  still,  be- 
cause, beyond  the  supply  of  food  for  his  own  fam- 
ily, his  produce  perishes  on  his  hands,  or  his  fields 
lie  waste  and  fallow,  and  this  because  his  accus- 
tomed market  is  closed  against  him  ?  It  does,  sir. 
From  every  section  of  this  extended  country  we 
bear  complaints  of  poverty  and  individual  distress. 
P'rom  the  North,  and  from  the  East,  and  from  the 
West— in  all  directions,  sir,  but  from  the  cotton- 
growing  sections — hundreds  of  petitions  and  me- 
morials have  reached  us,  pouring  forth  the  loud 
voice  of  supplication  and  prayer  for  some  meas- 
ures of  protection  and  relief.  These  have  pro- 
ceeded from  the  yeomanry  of  our  country,  from 
the  industrious  mechanic,  from  the  farmer  as  well 
as  from  the  manufacturer.  And  will  gentlemen 
suppose  that  these  complaints  are  feigned  and 
causeless  ?  Our  own  personal  knowledge  excludes 
the  supposition.  Let  each  member  of  this  com- 
mittee take  the  circuit  of  his  district,  (excepting 
always  the  highly  favored  commercial  and  cotton- 
growing  districts,)  and  inquire  individually  of  his 
agricultural  and  manufacturing  constituents — 
Sir,  are  you  clear  of  debt,  and  if  not,  have  you 
the  ready  means  of  payment  ?  Have  you  a  ready 
market  for  all  the  surplus  produce  of  your  farm 
to  the  utmost  ability  of  your  farm  to  produce  by 
the  labor  you  can  command?  Do  you  keep  as 
many  sheep  as  your  farm  can  sustain,  and  can 
you  sell  the  wool  they  produce  ?  Is  your  farm 
adapted  to  the  culture  of  flax  and  hemp  ;  and,  if 
so,  where  can  you  find  a  market  ?  The  answers 
these  several  questions  will  receive,  would  show 
the  accumulated  and  various  distresses  of  his  con- 
stituents. There  is,  sir,  multiplied  and  deep  dis- 
tress in  this  country.  We  are  not  in  that  prosper- 
ous and  happy  condition  that  some  gentlemen 
would  feign  persuade  us  to  believe.  This  distress 
presses  harder  upon  the  farmer  and  manufacturer,  I 
know,  sir,  than  upon  any  other  class  of  our  fellow 
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citizens.  The  reason  is  obvious.  While  the  mer- 
chant was  growing  rich  in  the  exchange  of  his 
importations,  for  the  farmer's  produce,  during 
what  may  be  termed  emphatically  "  the  golden 
days  of  commercial  prosperity,"  the  farmer  was 
consuming  these  importations  to  the  extent  of  his 
ability  to  purchase.  He  did  not  even  then  become 
rich.  When  all  his  produce  commanded  an  un- 
exampled price  and  a  quick  sale,  the  merchant 
turned  the  exchange  more  to  his  own  advantage 
than  to  the  farmer's,  by  paying  the  price  of  the 
purchase  of  the  produce  by  imported  articles  of 
consumption.  While  this  extraordinary  demand 
for  the  productions  of  our  soil  continued,  a  cor- 
responding activity  in  our  agricultural  pursuits 
was  excited,  and  a  kindly  soil  rewarding  the  labors 
of  the  farmer  with  abundant  crops,  enabled  him 
to  sustain,  for  the  time,  habits  of  expense  and  in- 
dulgence to  which  he  had  not  been  accustomed. 
But  this  day  of  unclouded  prosperity  was  soon  to 
be  overcast.  The  years  of  plenty  were  soon  to 
be  succeeded  by  years  of  dearth  and  famine.  The 
European  markets  were  closed  against  the  articles 
of  food  with  which  our  farmers  had  been  accus- 
tomed to  supply  them  ;  and  thus  they  were  sud- 
denly deprived  of  the  means  of  satisfying  an  una- 
bated demand  for  foreign  manufactures.  We 
suddenly  discovered  the  defective  organization  of 
our  community.  We  now  found  ourselves  a  nation 
of  mere  farmers  and  merchants;  producing  our 
own  food,  to  be  sure,  but  dependent  on  the  merchant 
for  our  clothing  to  a  vast  amount,  together  with 
almost  every  article  of  domestic  convenience, 
without  the  adequate  mt?ans  of  purchasing  them. 
Foreign  nations  no  longer  stood  in  need  of  our 
food  ;  they  produced  a  sufficiency  for  their  own 
use.  But  we  needed  their  manufactures,  and  could 
not  supply  them  ourselves.  This  showed  at  once 
a  defective  distribution  of  the  labor  of  the  com- 
munity. We  were  incapable  of  satisfying  our 
own  wants  from  our  own  resources.  Clothing 
and  domestic  utensils  are  as  necessary  as  food, 
and  we  can  supply  but  one ;  and  that  one  we  can 
supply  to  ten  times  the  amount  of  the  demand. 

It  may  be  useful  to  take  a  brief  retrospect  of 
the  causes  and  policy  which  have  led  to  this  re- 
sult— to  this  imperfect  organization  of  our  popu- 
lation in  the  distribution  of  labor. 

Necessity  made  our  forefathers,  in  their  first 
settlement  on  this  continent,  mere  farmers.  The 
forest  must  be  felled,  and  the  fields  opened  to  the 
genial  warmth  of  the  sun,  and  the  soil  prepared 
for  the  reception  of  seed.  Food  could  be  produced 
here  ;  but  clothing  and  all  implements  of  husband- 
ry and  household  furniture  must  be  brought  from 
home.  With  a  clear-sightedness  which  has  al- 
ways distinguished  the  English  merchant,  in  pro- 
viding for  hi^  own  interest,  the  English  nation 
and  Government  saw  at  once  a  new  source  of 
employment  and  profit  in  this  new  intercourse. 
Her  own  trade  and  manufactures  would  eventu- 
ally be  powerfully  sustained  by  the  young  colo- 
nies. In  due  time,  as  they  advanced  in  popula- 
tion, and  expanded  in  extent,  and  manifested  a 
disposition  to  fabricate  for  themselves  some  arti- 
cles of  the  first  necessity  and  the  simplest  work- 
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manship,  England  interposed  the  authority  of  her 
laws  to  stop  the  process  ;  and  this  interdiction  of 
our  fathers'  manufactures  constituted  a  prominent ; 
part  ot    the   bill    of   grievances    and    complamts  | 
which  was  so  repeatedly  presented  to  the  British  | 
Parliament,  and  laid  before  the  English  throne.  | 
Our  great  Franklin,  sir,  in  embodying  some  gene-  ', 
ral  prmciples  of  pacificaiion  between  the  colonies  | 
and  the  mother  country,  immediately  preceding  j 
the  Revolution,  which  were  to  be  submitted  to  | 
some   agents   of  the   British   Ministry,   insisted,  | 
among  other  things,  upon  abolishing  these  restric-  | 
tions  upon   our   manufactures.     But  he  was  told  ■ 
that  this  system  of  restriction  was  a  favorite  idea 
with  the  Ministry,  and   could  not  be  abandoned.  [ 
"We  have  reason  to  thank  God,  sir,  that  England 
had  not  then  become  as  wise  as  experience  has 
now  made  her ;  that  she  had  not  then  discovered 
that  the  best  way  to  secure  from  competition  a  j 
market  for  her  manufactures,  was  to  keep  it  always  j 
full;  and  if  she  saw  a  manufacturing  establish- j 
ment  rising  any  where,  to  smother  it  by  a  mass  of 
manufactures  of  the  same  kind  around  it.     She 
had  not  then  discovered  that  the  best  way  to  bind 
a  sturdy  and  stubborn  victim,  was  not  to  coerce  i 
and  drive,  but  to  administer  an  opiate,  and  then  I 
exhaust,  by  bleeding.     Had  she  known  then   as  , 
much  as  she  does  now,  it  is  much  to  be  ftared,  i 
that  even  the  virtues  of  our  fathers  would  not  have  j 
been  proof  against  her  subtleties.     But,  through  . 
her  blindness,  and  those  virtues,  under  the  Cloud  i 
and  the  Pillar  of  Fire,  our  fathers  entered  the  pro- 1 
mised  land  of  freedom.     They  have  left  us  a  rich  ; 
inheritance,  and  sealed  their  testament  with  their  [ 
blood.     But,  sir,  the  close  of  the  Revolution  found 
us  what  the  policy  of  England  had  made  us — a  i 
nation  of  farmers  and  merciiauts,  destitute  of  all  j 
but    the   simple,  plain    household    manufactures. 
Our  merchants  were  congregated  in  the  seaports, } 
upon  the  seaboard,  and  our  farmers  thinly  scat-  j 
tered  over  a  wide  expanse  of  country,  habitually 
looking  to  the  seaports  for  a  supply  ot  such  things 
as  they  needed,  and  could  not  make.     The  Rev- 
olution threw  all  our  commerce  into  the  hands  of 
the  merchants,  and  the  force  of  habit  and  imme- 
diate interest,  induced  them  to  seize,  with  avidity, 
the  golden  prize.     Without  regard  to  policy  at  ull, 
we  immediately  pursued  the  path  marked  out  for 
us  by  England,  and  took  up  the  business  from 
w^hich  we  had  just  driven  her,  and  eagerly  im- 
ported her  manufactures.     Our  Government,  too, 
anxious  to  follow  English  precedent,  resorted  at 
once  to  this  importation,  as  a  source  of  revenue. 
Thus  far  we  had  gained  the  inestimable  privilege 
of  governing  ourselves,  to  be  sure,  and  of  taxing, 
for  our  own  u»e,  to  a  tenfold  amount,  what  Eng- 
land had  designed  for  hers ;  but  the  commercial 
system  which  England  had  adopted,  to  make  us 
tributary  to  her  wealih,  we  still  practised.     We 
bought   her  manufactures,  consumed    them,  and 
were  comfortable;  but  did  not  become  rich. 

But  England's  wealth  increased.  All  the  evils 
and  defects  of  our  system  had  not  had  time  to 
develope  themselves,  before  an  event  occurred, 
which  seemed  to  make  our  errors  appear  the  better 
reason;  and,  at  all  events,  served  to  conceal,  du- 


ring Its  exhibition,  the  tendency  of  our  policy,  or 
rather  want  of  policy.     A  twenty  years'  war  in 
Europe,  which  drew  into  the  vortex  all  its  various 
nations,  made  our  merchants    the   carriers  of  a 
large  portion  of  the  world,  and  our  farmers  the 
feeders  of  immense  belligerent  armies.     An  unex- 
ampled activity  and    increase  in  our  commerce 
followed — our  agriculture  extended  itself,  grew, 
and  flourished.     An  unprecedented  demand  gave 
the  farmer  an  extraordinary  price  for  his  produce, 
and  authorized,  as  he  supposed,  the  indulgence  of 
habits  of  unusual  expense.     During  the  operation 
of  these  causes,  imports  kept  pace  with  exports, 
and   consumption    with    both ;  and,    though    the 
nation  grew  and  expanded  on  all  sides,  it  was  a 
subject  of  wonder  that  the  country  did  not  become 
rich.     If  any  wealth   was    retained  in  our  own 
country,  it  was  collected  in  our  cities  and  in  the 
hands  of  our   merchants,  who,  as   the  common 
agents  of  both    producer  and    consumer,    in  ex- 
changing their  respective  conmiodities,  had  man- 
aged  to  keep  a  comfortable  profit  in  their  owa 
hands,  with  which  they  not  only  sustained  them- 
selves in  a  princely  style  of  living,  and  set  perni- 
cious examples  of  expensive  extravagance  to  the 
community,  which  all  were  swift  to  follow,  but 
they  built  houses,  and  enlarged  our  cities  to  a  size 
immensely  di.^proportioned  to  the  population  of 
our  country,  and  multiplied  their  ships,  also,  as 
the   vehicles  of  exportation  of  our  produce  and 
importation  of  articles  of  luxury  and  consumption. 
To   vend    these,  country  merchants'  stores  were 
suddenly   erected    in  every  nook    and  corner,  at 
every  turn  of  every  road,  and  thickly  crowded  in 
all  our  villages.      The  farmer  even  converted  hi» 
parlor  into  a  merchant's  store,  and  dismissed  his 
son  from  following  the  plough,  to  waiting  on  lii» 
customers  behind  the  counter.     The  "  mercantile 
business,''  as  it  was  called,  was  perceived  to  be 
the  road  to  wealth,  and  at  once  to  furnish  the 
means  of  comparative  ease  and  genteel  living.    It 
became  a  most  desirable  thing  to  exchange  the 
rough  and  humble  habits  and  coarse  living  of  the 
farmer  for  the  comely,  the  genteel,  and  tasteful 
life  of  the  merchant.     The  rush  was  simultaneous, 
I  believe,  throughout  the  country.     Few  had  the 
steadiness  to  resist  this  delirium  ;  our  Government 
caught,  m  common,  the  giddy  spirit  of  the  dav, 
and  stood  rejoicing  at  the  rich  display  of  foreign  fab- 
rics, and  the  thoughtless  eagerness  with  which  the 
people  purchased  them — our  Treasury  was  filled, 
and  their  constituentsdid  not  know  they  were  taxed. 
This  tendency  to  commercial  pursuits  became,  what 
may  be  termed,  emphatically  a  rage.     It  was  com- 
mercial   madness    and    infatuation;    and,   even 
while  the  means  of  indulgence  were  furnished  by 
an  extraordinary  foreign  demand  for  our  produce, 
numerous  cases  of  aggravated  individual  distress 
were  produced.     In   the  mean  time,  commercial 
wants,  commercial  cupidity,  and  commercial  skill, 
devised  a   scheme  auxiliary   to    their   system  of 
traffic  and  exchange,  which  would  facilitate  their 
operation,  and  more  than  quadruple  their  means. 
Banks  were  g»'iierally  introduced,  and  almost  in- 
finitely multiplied.     These  are  creatures  which  I 
so  heartily  detest,  that  I  can  hardly  find  language 
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to  characterize  them.     They  are  the  engines  of 
legalized  fraud  upon  the  community — they  are  an  ! 
authority  to  coin  a  fictitious,  unsolid,  unreal,  spu- ! 
rious  currency,  as  a  sub'^titute  for  the  real  and  le-  j 
^itimate;  by  which  means  the  legitimate  is  drawn  i 
Irom  circulation,  and,  in  pursuance  of  our  com- 1 
mercial  system,  sent  abroad  to  buy  articles  of  con- 
sumption.    They  are  the  medium  by  which  the 
solid  coin  and  substantial  property  of  the  farmer 
has  been,  and  is  obtained  for  nothing,  nay,  worse 
than   nothing;  for  a   promise  which   cannot   be 
performed,  is  worse  than  nothing.    W^ill  it  be  said 
that  this  is  unjustly  severe  7     Let  these  promises, 
in  the  shape  of  bank  bills,  be  enforced  at  once, 
and  who  will  say  that  they  can  be  performed — 
that  they  will  not  be  broken  to  the  amount  of 
many  millions?     They  have  been  broken  to  the 
amount  of  many  millions  already,  and  so  far  op- 
erated as  a  sudden  unexpected  tax  upon  the  un- 
fortunate community,  wliere  this  shadowy,  unreal, 
airy  image  of  the  bank,  in  the  shape  of  a  fanciful 
figure,  called  credit,  stood,  and  the  vision  having 
vanished  into  thin  air,  the  community  found  them- 
selves unexpectedly   overwhelmed  in  broad  and 
deep  distress.     These   banks,  sir,  add  nothing  to 
the  wealth  of  a  country — not  one  cent.     They 
are  mere  promises,  false  and  hollow  all.     They 
serve  the  makers,  the  stockholders  I   mean,  for 
cash,  ."^o  long  as  they  are  not  enforced.     But  the 
deception  is  practised  in  the  issuing.     They  are 
exchanged  at  once  for  the  solid  valuable  properly 
of  the  farmer,  and   the  merchant  acquires  what 
the  farmer  loses,  and  the  merchant  is  so  far  eii-  I 
riched.    If  the  bubble  bursts  in  the  farmer's  hands,  ! 
the  farmer  feels  the  loss;  if  ii  goes  into  circula-  j 
lion,  the  wound  is  inflicted  wherever  it  explodes.  ' 
It  would  be  a  curious  fact,  and  one  which  I  think  j 
Government  should  know,  the  excess  of  bills  in  I 
circulation   over    the  deposites  of  specie   in   the 
vaults.     In  just  so  much  is  our  seeming  prosperity 
unreal.     To  nearly  that  amount,   in  addition  to 
what  we  owe,  have  we  consumed   beyond  our 
means.     To  nearly  that  amount  has  specie  been  J 
exported  from  the  country,  which  would  other- 
wise have  remainetl  here.      In  just  so  much  the  i 
cities   owe   the   country,  and    have   drained    the  i 
country  of  solid  wealth,  and  amassed  it  in  our  ! 
cities.     Money  is  the  representative  of  property,  i 
but  bank  bills  are  the  shadow  of  that  representa- 
tive ;  adopt  the  shadow,  and  the  substance  is  gone. 
I  should  not  have  been  led  to  remark  upon  this 
subject,  but  for  the  powerful  aid  banks  have  af- 
forded commerce  in  the  great  process  of  depletion, 
which  has  terminated  almost  in   the  debility  of 
exhaustion.     They  have  contributed  to  blind  the 
nation  to  its  real  situation,  and  to  build  up,  at  the 
expense  of  the  country,  a  splendid  commercial  es- 
tablishment, and  have  conspired  at  the  same  time 
with  that  commerce,  to  encourage  and  fix  our  ex- 
travagant   and    expensive    habits,    which    have 
finally  paralyzed  our  industry,  exhausted  our  re- 
sources, and  left  us  deeply  in  debt. 

While  the  years  of  plenty  continued,  it  was  or- 
thodox to  believe,  and  many  still  believe,  that 
hanks  were  a  fruitful  source  of  blessings  to  the 
country,  and  served  to  display  our  commerce  in 


the  golden  beams  of  wealth  and  glory.     But,  the 
day  of  commercial  joy  and  rejoicing  was  soon  to 
be  succeeded  by  a  day  of  seriousness  and  sober  re- 
pentance.     A   day  of  retribution  was  preparing 
for  a  thoughtless  people  and  a  thoughtless  Govern- 
ment.    But  the  process  of  correction  was  gentle 
and  merciiul.     It  carried  blessings  along  with  it. 
Interruptions  to  our  carrying  trade,  by  conflicting 
belligerent  orders,  and  the  ensuing  commercial 
embarrassments,  checked  a  little  the  flood  of  im- 
portations, and   the  exportation  of  our  means  of 
living  and  defence.     These  were  followed  by  our 
own  embargoes,    which   reduced   still   more  the 
mass   of    importations,   and    restrained    our    ex- 
ports.    Individual  and  national  distress  ensued, 
I  know ;   but  it  was  salutary,  and  prepared  us, 
step  by  step,  and  by  slow  degrees,  for  the  event 
which  lollowed.     Peace  came  in  Europe,  and  shut 
out  our  exports,and  found  us  in  war  with  England, 
which  almost  cut  ofl"  our  imports.     The  shock 
was  violent,  and,  had  we  not  been  armed  by  a 
little  preparatory  suffering,  might  have  been  fatal. 
Now  we  felt  the  defective  organization   of  our 
system.     Now  we  saw  the  imperfect  distribution 
and  classification  of  labor.     We  now  experienced 
the  Uenstd  effects  of  permitting  trade  to  regulate 
iltelf;  that  is,  of  permitting  merchants  to  regu- 
late every  thing.     We  now  felt  how  comfortable  it 
was  to  have  plenty  of  food,  but  no  clothing  ;  and 
we  were  satisfied  that  it  would  have  been  quite  as 
wise  to  have  detached  a  portion  of  our  labor  from 
the  pursuits  of  agriculture,  and  put  it  to  the  clolh- 
making  business,  and  other  branches  of  manufac- 
tures.    But  suddenly,  and  as  if  by  magic,  manu- 
facturing establishments  arose  all  over  the  country, 
and  the  native  skill,  energy,  and  enterprise  of  our 
citizens  were  never  more  conspicuously  displayed 
than  by  the  sudden  and  unexpected  supply  of  va- 
rious manufactured  articles,  to  nearly  the  extent 
of  our  wants.     Flocks  of  sheep  were  quickly  mul- 
tiplied and  enlarged,  and  a   lolerable  supply  of 
wool  was  furnished.     The  farmer  found  a  new 
branch  of  industry  pointed  out  to  him,  requiring 
less  labor,  and  prpducing  more  profit.     His  accus- 
tomed productions  for  food  found  a  new  market, 
a  ready  sale,  and  a  liberal  price.     The  farmer's 
prosperity  was  really  greater  than  it  had  been  in 
the  days  of  commercial  prosperity.     His  expenses 
were  retrenched  and  his  profits  increased,  and  he 
began  to  emerge  from  debt.    Could  the  war  have 
been  continued,  unattended  by  any  consequence 
but  that  of  shutting  out  foreign  importations,  it 
would  have  been  a  national   blessing  compared 
with  the  consequences  which  followed  its  conclu- 
sion.    The  experience  of  three  years  was  thrown 
away  upon  our  Government ;  the  wisdom  which 
the  war  was  calculated  to  teach  seemed  to  be  lo5t 
in  exultation  at  its  glorious  termination.     Our 
ports  were  opened  to  the  overwhelming  inunda- 
tions of  foreign  goods,  and  our  own  merchants 
vied  with  our  recent  enemies  in  the  extraordinary 
activity  with  which  they  swelled  the  tide  of  im- 
portation.    'They  now  engaged  in  (to  us)  the  un- 
profitable contest,  not  of  seeing  which  could  do 
each  other  the  most  harm,  but  which  could  con- 
tribute most  to  the  ruin  of  our  country.     These 
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efforts  were  most  successful.  In  one  short  year,  a 
supply  of  foreign  goods  for  several,  were  crowded 
into  our  markets,  cheap  as  dirt,  of  a  handsome 
exterior  and  specious  finish.     By  the  machinery 


But  who  is  proof  against  the  force  of  fashion,  and 
who  so  hardy  as  to  resist  her  laws?  These  laws 
are  enacted  by  chambers  of  commerce.  Our 
fashions  are  all  commercial,  of  foreign  importa- 


of  auction  sales,  these  goods  were  driven  into  the  I  tion,  and  of  recent  adoption.  Within  my  mera- 
country  for  such  price  as  they  would  fetch  ;  and  i  ory,  we  are  not  the  same  people.  Our  customs, 
a  cordon  of  merchants'  stores,  at  convenient  dis-  |  habits,  dress,  and  mode  of  living,  are  entirely 
tances,  and  remarkably  near  each  other,  were  im-  i  changed,  from  the  plain  agricultural  simplicity 
mediately  replenished  to  overflowing  with  these  '  of  our  fathers  to  commercial  elegance  and  ex- 


fresh  goods,  on  every  road  leading  from  our  com- 
mercial depots  to  the  most  extreme  verge  of  our 
country. 

The  European  ports  remained  closed  against 


travagance. 

In  addition  to  this  commercial  fashion,  some 
other  things  have  conspired  to  ruin  the  farmer, 
and  the  farming  interest,  growing  out  of  our  over- 


our  provisions.     Our  produce,  then,  could  not  be  I  trading  character.     From  the  frtquenl  failure  of 
received  in  exchange  for  these  goods.     But  our  I  country  merchants,  who  had  entered  into  trade 


merchants  very  kindly  offered  to  sell  them  to  us 
on  a  credit  of  six,  nine,  or  twelve  months,  to  give 
us  time  to  turn  ourselves,  as  the  phrase  is,  and  pay 
the  cash.  Thus  these  country  stores  operated  as 
secretory  vessels,  or  glands,  lor  the  collection  of 
the  small  and  minute  particles  of  wealth  in  the 
country  ;  and,  when  collected  in  sufficient  quan- 
tities, it  was  hastened  away — to  New  York,  for  in- 
stance, a  kind  of  common  reservoir  of  the  wealth 
of  that  section  of  country  ;  from  whence,  in  due 
lime,  and  through  various  channels,  and  by  vari- 


without  experience  or  capital,  and  the  heavy  lo5ses 
incurred  thereby,  the  city  merchants  became  wise 
and  cautious,  and  when  they  found  a  country 
merchant  begin  to  grow  slack  and  fail  in  punctual 
payment,  he  was  and  is  required  to  give  his  note, 
payable  at  the  bank,  endorsed  by  some  of  his 
country  friends;  and,  as  farmers  are  generally  in 
good  credit  to  something  like  the  value  of  their 
farms,  they  were  generally  preferred  for  endorsers. 
At  all  events,  the  lUNtances  are  numerous  in  which 
the  farmer  has  been  invited  to  lend  his  credit  to 


ous  means,  it  finds  its  way  to  England,  the  great  !  his  trading  neighbor;  and,  being  habitually  con- 
reservoir  of  the  wealth  of  nations,  and  in  com-  fiding,  honest  himself,  and  not  doubting  that  a 
parison  with  which,  New  York  is  but  a  country  I  merchant  must  be  so,  a  request  of  this  kind  has 
merchant's  store.  Our  manufacturing  establish- I  seldom  been  refused.  In  many  thousand  instances, 
ments  were  as  suddenly  consumed  as  though  they  j  perhaps,  in  many  I  know,  the  failure  of  the  mer- 
had  been  smitten  by  the  bolt  of  Heaven.  Tlic  chant  has  produced  multiplied  distress  and  wide- 
manufacturers  were  turned  adrift  to  seek  a  scanty  spread  ruin  to  the  farmer,  and  to  many  farmers, 
subsistence  by  such  employments  as  they  could  cas-  i  The  loss  of  money  and  the  loss  of  farms  have  been 
ually  find,  and  to  relieve  themselves  from  the  press- '  the  result.  Here,  too,  the  money  and  the  farms 
ure  of  debts  by  our  numerous  insolvent  laws.    The  ,  have  gone  to  pay  for  foreign   goods.     They  have 


been  brought  into  the  country,  sold,  and  consumed. 
This  is  one  item  in  the  excess  of  consumption 
over  the  ability  to  purchase  and  pay,  and  is  one 
among  the  numerous  expedients  of  commercial 


farmer's  wool  remained  on  hand  for  want  of  a 
market,  and  his  flocks  of  sheep  became  mere 
cumberers  of  his  ground.  Thousands  were  kill- 
ed  by  him,  and,  after  trying  up  the  carcase  for 

tallow,  the  offals  and  scraps  were  fed  out  to  !  ingenuity  to  drain  the  country,  and  draw  all 
his  hogs.  While  this  process  of  waste  and  de-  things  to  the  centre.  Banks,  we  have  seen,  have 
vastation  was  going  on,  the  provision  market  was  the  same  tendency  ;  and  when  they  fail,  as  they 
depressed  also.  There  was  little  demand  for  the  frequently  do,  the  loss  to  the  amount  of  thousands, 
farmer's  provisions — for  his  beef,  pork,  and  Wheat,  and  sometimes  millions,  falls  heavy  on  the  farm- 
The  price  was  greatly  reduced.  But  the  habits  of  ing  interest,  drawing  ruin  after  it.  Thus  the 
the  farmer  and  his  family  were  formed  and  suited  i  farming  interest  has  been  severely  taxed  by  trading 
to  better  times;  the  customs,  taste,  and  fashions,  with  merchants,  and  through  the  medium  of  raer- 
of  the  country  and  his  immediate  neighbors,  im-  '  chants'  banks.  They  have  sustained  heavy  losses 
posed  a  kind  of  moral  necessity  upon  him  to  mea-  by  the  failure  of  merchants,  by  becoming  securi- 
ties for  merchants,  and   by  the   failure  of  mer- 


sure  his  expenses  by  theirs,  not  by  his  means.  His 
expenses  were  greater  than  his  income.  The  con- 
sequences were  inevitable.  His  cash  was  first  ex- 
hausted, and  next  the  produce  of  his  farm,  his 
credit  next,  and  (by  a  mortgage)  next  the  farm 
itself.     The  expenses  which  produced   the  mort- 


chants'  banks.  These,  connected  with  the  ex- 
travagant fashions,  and  expensive  habits  of  living, 
introduced  by  the  pernicious  examples  of  the  mer- 
chant, have  well  nigh  ruined  the  farming  interest, 
and  sunk  it  in   deep  distress.     All   these  are  so 


gage  prevent  the  redemption  ;  the  farm  is  sold  to  i  many  ways  and  means  by  which  the  fruits  of  the 
pay  for  foreign  goods,  and  the  merchant  becomes  toil  and  industry  of  the  country  have  been  taken 
the  purchaser.  This  is  no  unreal  picture,  which  {  from  agriculture  and  concentrated  io  our  cities, 
has  no  original  in  nature.  I  have  myself  drawn  j  This  is  surely  wrong.  This  is  an  unhealthy  ac- 
il  from  what  I  have  seen  and  know,  and  many  i  tion.  In  the  economy  of  animal  life,  a  healthy 
honorable  gentlemen,  I  presume,  will  recognise  in  '  action  tends  to  the  surface.  Change  the  direc- 
this  a  resemblance  to  scenes  which  they  them-  j  tion,  and  the  animal  dies.  Thus  the  btnly  politic 
selves  have  witnessed.     A 


rigid   economy  and  a  '  of  this 


great 


stoical  indifference  to  fashion  might,  perhaps,  sup- j  Exhaustion,  debility,  and   decay,   are   visible  in 
ply  enough  of  discretion  to  prevent  these  evils. 


community   has    become   diseased, 
decay,   are   visil 
the  extremes.    We  are  in  no  condition  to  supply 
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more  than  half  our  own  wants,  I  undertake  to 
declare,  and,  so  far  as  my  personal  knowledge 
extends,  can  prove,  that  individual  distress  in  the 
farming  and  manufacturing  interest  was  never 
so  multiform  and  great  as  it  is  now.  There  is 
one  exception — the  cotton  growers  and  cotton 
manufacturers.  They  are  protected,  and  have  a 
market. 

But,  say  the  gentlemen,  "let  trade  regulate  it- 
self; if  there  be  an  evil  it  will  cure  itself.     Let 
the  merchant  regulate   trade,  he  will   cure   the 
evil."    He  will  cure  the  evil  as  death  cures  disease. 
Nothing  but  perfect  exhaustion  and  motionless  de- 
bility will  stop  the  career  of  the  merchant,  and 
then  of  what  use  is  a  remedy  ?    When  gentlemen 
speak  in  this  way  they  forget  the  well  known  prin- 
ciples of  human  nature  ;   the  force  of  habit,  the 
strength  of  fashion,  the  selfishness  of  present  in- 
terest in  some,  and,  as  to  agriculture  and  manufac- 
tures, the  necessity  of  a  market.     And  what  power 
on  earth  can  make  this  market  but  Government? 
Our  merchants  will  not  make  it ;  for  then  they 
must  stop  trade.     They  will  not  become  manufac- 
turers, for  that  would  injure  trade ;  and  there  is  no 
market.    They  will  not  lend  their  capital  to  manu- 
facturers, for /Ao/  would  injure  trade.  They  will  not 
set  examj)les  of  frugality  and  economy  to  the  na- 
tion, for  thai  would  injure  trade.     But  suppose  our 
own  merchants  were  patriotic  enough  to  sacrifice 
some  present  interest  on  the  altar  of  their  country's 
good.     Could   they  effect  any  thing  without  the 
aid  of  Government  ?     They  would  sacrifice  them- 
selves, but  not  cure  the  evil.     England  has  her 
merchants  here  already.     They  crowd  our  sea- 
ports.    They  compete  with  our  own  merchants  in 
swelling   the  flood   of  importations  and   forcing 
their  merchandise  into  the  country.     Let  our  mer- 
chants retire,  and  their  places  would  be  instantly 
filled  with  English  merchants  through  every  sec- 
tion of  our  country.     You  find  them  now,  in  the 
shape  of  pedlars,  traversing  the  country  in  all  di- 
rections, vending  English  silks,  English  cambrics, 
and  English  cottons.     It  does  not  comport  with 
the  policy  of  England  to  permit  any  of  our  mar- 
kets to  become  empty  ;  nor  of  our  own  merchants 
neither. 

It  is  most  obvious,  then,  that,  until  Government 
shall  interpose  efficiently,  we  shall  continue  as 
we  have  done  to  trade  and  to  buy  ;  to  import  and 
consume.  It  encourages  commerce,  and  we  must 
buy  ;  it  fills  the  Treasury,  and  we  must  buy;  it 
sustains  the  Navy,  and  we  must  buy  ;  it  makes  a 
market  for  cotton,  and  we  must  buy.  And  now, 
sir,  to  see  the  effect  of  this  upon  the  farmer,  let  us 
see  for  a  moment  what  we  buy.  We  buy  foreign 
earth,  in  the  shape  of  Swedish  and  Russian  ore; 
we  hire  the  Russian  boor  to  dig  and  smelt  it,  and 
the  Russian  fanner  to  feed  him  during  these  ope- 
rations; while  our  own  mountains  contain  an 
exhaustless  supply  of  iron  ;  we  have  the  laborers 
to  dig  it  and  shape  it  to  our  use,  who  are  now  poor 
and  idle  for  the  want  of  employment ;  and  a  host 
of  farmers  whose  coffers  would  be  replenished  by 
feeding  and  clothing  these  miners  and  artisans 
during  their  labors.  Again,  we  buy  English  wool 
of  the  English  farmer,  hire  the  English  manufac- 


turer to  work  it  into  cloth  ;  and  the  English  far- 
mers to  feed  him.  Thus,  every  yard  of  English 
broadcloth  contains  in  it  more  or  less  of  English 
wool,  English  beef  and  pork,  and  English  bread 
stuffs. 

This  drives  from  our  own  markets  just  so  much 
of  our  own   farmers'  produce,  of  the  same  kind, 
and  from  employment,  also,  our  own  mechanics 
and  machinery,  to  the  same  amount ;  and  this 
amount  is  immense.     Can  any  one  shut  his  eyes 
to  the  paralyzing,  deadly  consequences  of  this  sys- 
tem to  our  farmers  ?   Mr.  Chairman,  the  question 
is  not  whether  we  shall  have  these  manufactures 
or  not.     We  must  have  them.     They  are  neces- 
sary to  our  habits,  our  convenience,  and  comfort. 
The  question  is  not  whether  we  shall  have  me- 
chanics and  artisans,  or  not ;  that  is,  whether  we 
shall   employ    them   or   not.     We  must   employ 
them.     We  do  employ  them.     We  employ  more 
than  any  other  nation  on  earth,  of  the  same  wealth 
and  population ;  and  we  consume  more  of  their 
fabrics  than  any  other  nation  on  earth,  of  the  same 
wealth  and  population.    But  the  question  is,  sir, 
where  shall  we  keep  our  mechanics  ?     Who  shall 
enjoy  the  profit  of  feeding  and  clothing  them,  and 
furnishing  them  with  the  wool,  the  iron,  the  hemp, 
and  ihe  flax,  which  they  work  up,  and  we  buy 
and  consume?      "The  English,"  say  the  mer- 
chants, and  cotton  planters.  It  is  best  to  buy  these 
things  of  the  English  and  the  Russian.     It  will  be 
of  no  use  to  your  farmers  to  furnish  these  things; 
they  can  be  employed  in  clearing  land,  or  some- 
thing else.    Besides,  we  can  buy  cheaper  of  Eng- 
land and  Russia  than  we  can  at  home,  and  they 
will  take  cotton  in  payment,  and  we  can  sell  more 
cotton  ;  the  transportation  will  encourage  trade ; 
commerce  will  be  sustained,  and  our  Treasury  filled. 
Ah  !  here  lies  the  mystery  of  this  contention.  Here 
is  the  explanation  of  our  opposite  views.  It  is  em- 
ployment, after  all,  that  we  are  all  in  search  of.  It 
is  a  market  forourlalxjrand  our  produce,  which  we 
all  want,  and  all  contend  for.  "  Buy  foreign  goods, 
that  we  may  import,"  say  the  merchants;  it  will 
make  a  market  for  importations,  and  find  employ- 
ment for  ourships.  Buy  English  manufactures,  say 
the  cotton  planters;  England  will  takeour  cotton  in 
exchange.  Thus,  the  merchant  and  the  cotton  plan- 
ter fully  appreciate  the  value  of  a  market  when 
they  find  their  own  encroached  upon.    The  farmer 
and  manufacturer  claim  to  participate  in  the  ben- 
efits of  a  market  for  their  labor  and  produce;  and 
hence  this  protracted  debate  and  struggle  of  con- 
tending interests.     It  is  a  contest  for  a  market  be- 
tween the  cotton  grower  and  merchant  on  one 
side,  and   the  farmer  and  manufacturer  on  the 
other.     That  the  manufacturer  would  furnish  this 
market   to   the   farmer,  admits   no   doubt.     The 
farmer  should  reciprocate  the  favor,  and  Govern- 
ment is  now  called  upon  to  render  this  market 
less  accessible  to  foreign   fabrics  for  the  mutual 
benefit  of  both.     By  the  establishment  of  manu- 
factures, machinery  is  extensively  introduced  and 
put   in  operation.     Machinery  is   the  means  by 
which  labor  multiplies  itself  an  hundred  fold,  or 
more.    The  old,  the  feeble,  and  infirm,  may  direct 
its  operations,  and  the  young  may  feed  it  with  the 
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raw  material.  Whereas  the  stout  and  athletic 
alone  can  successfully  engage  in  agriculture. 
They  furnish  employment  to  a  very  numerous 
class,  who  could  not  be  employed  without  them, 
and  who  now,  in  fact,  find  none.  It  has  l>een  said 
that  machines  eat  nothing,  and  from  this  it  has 
been  insisted  that  their  introduction  does  not  as- 
sist the  farmer.  They  eat  no  food,  indeed,  but 
they  eat,  or  rather  consume,  what  is  quite  as  im- 
portant to  the  farmer — his  wool,  his  Hax,  and  his 
hemp,  and  that  in  a  ratio  an  hundred  fold  in- 
creased. This  consumption  makes  a  market  for 
these  articles,  a  large  and  liberal  market,  which 
we  seek  to  secure  to  ourselves  against  an  almost 
exclusive  occupation  by  the  British.  This  ma- 
chinery is  what  OMr  necessities  require.  We  need 
labor,  sir.  In  this  thinly  populated  country,  labor 
is  what  we  want ;  not  for  the  production  of  food — 
of  that  we  have  already  more  than  we  can  con- 
sume or  sell — but  for  the  supply  of  the  other  half 
or  three-fourths  of  our  wants — our  clothing,  and 
necessary  implements  of  trade,  of  hu>bandry,  and 
domestic  use.  liy  putting  machinery  in  motion, 
you  create,  as  it  were,  at  once  an  hundred  men, 
whom  you  set  at  work,  instead  of  one;  who  per- 
form an  hundred  times  more  than  that  one  possi- 
bly could.  This  is  precisely  what  our  circum- 
stances require.  England,  in  the  extensive  use  of 
machinery,  has  multiplied  her  power  an  hundred 
limes  in  the  acquisition  of  wealth,  and  in  the  same 
proportion  has  an  advantage  over  us. 

This,  then,  is  the  remedy  we  propose,  sir,  for 
the  evils  which  we  sufter.  Place  the  mechanic 
by  the  side  of  the  farmer,  that  the  manufacturer 
who  makes  our  cloth  should  make  it  from  wr 
farmers'  wool,  flax,  hemp,  &c.,  and  be  fed  by  our 
farmers'  provisions.  Draw  forth  our  iron  from 
our  own  mountains,  and  we  shall  not  drain  our 
country  in  the  purchase  of  the  foreign.  It  is  most 
evident  that,  if  we  import  wool  and  iron,  we  drive 
just  so  much  of  our  own  iron  and  wool  from  our 
own  markets,  and  it  ceases  to  be  produced.  We 
should  keep  our  mechanics  and  manufacturers 
here,  instead  of  England,  France,  or  Russia  ;  and, 
I  may  say,  (what  would  seem  paradoxical,)  we 
should  keep  our  farmers  here,  too,  instead  of  in 
England,  France,  or  Russia.  How  many  farmers 
do  we  employ  in  those  countries,  sir,  tilling  their 
ground,  growing  their  wool,  flax,  and  hemp? 
Many  thousands,  sir,  who  grow  rich  at  our  ex- 
pense, and  take  the  bread  from  the  mouths  of  our 
own  farmers,  by  taking  away  their  employment, 
in  taking  away  their  market. 

We  propose,  sir,  to  supply  our  own  wants,  from 
our  own  resources,  by  the  means  which  God  and 
nature  have  placed  in  our  hands.  By  the  appli- 
cation of  our  own  powers,  our  own  labor,  to  our 
own  capabilities,  the  productive  powers  of  our 
own  soil,  and  our  own  mines. 

England  has  long  understood  and  practised  this 
policy.  F^or  many  hundred  years  she  has  acted 
upon  this  policy.  She  has  bought  nothing  she 
could  make  or  produce,  nor  permitted  her  people 
to  do  s>o.  But  she  has  always  had  something; 
and  now  has  an  immense  quantity  of  almost  every 
thing  ".o  sell.     By  a  steady  prosecution  of  this 


policy,  for  centuries,  she  has  become  the  most 
powerful  and  wealthy  nation  of  the  world.  Her 
merchants  and  manufacturers,  and  her  fanners, 
too,  are  the  princes  and  nobles  of  the  earth.  How 
came  she  so  rich?  Her  wealth  has  not  all  sprung 
up  there.  Through  the  medium  of  her  agricul- 
ture and  manufactures,  she  has  made  all  the  na- 
tions of  this  globe  tributary  to  her;  and  no  nation 
has  sul»served  her  purposes  so  steadily  and  perse- 
veringly  as  we  have. 

Suppose  England  had  pursued  our  policy,  and 
instead  of  manufacturing  lor  herself  and  the  world, 
had  bought  of  Holland  and  France,  and  devoted 
herself  exclusively  to  agriculture  and  commerce. 
Will  any  gentleman  contend  that  she  would  have 
been  half  so  powerful  and  rich  ?  But,  why  should 
she  not?  She  has  a  tine  soil  and  climate,  won- 
derfully adapted  to  agriculture,  superior  to  ours, 
in  many  respects.  She  has,  at  this  moment,  a 
large  quantity  of  land  uncultivated,  superior  to 
much  that  we  cultivate.  If  we  should  pursue  our 
present  system,  why  should  not  England  have 
done  so?  Because,  to  supply  three-fourths  of  our 
wants  by  buying,  is  not  the  way  for  a  nation  to 
become  rich.  She  should  sell  what  she  can  :  buy 
only  what  she  must. 

Spain,  on  the  contrary,  furnishes  a  good  prac- 
tical exposition  of  the  bfesiteil  consequences  of  our 
system.  For  nearly  four  centuries,  she  has  com- 
manded the  silver  and  the  gold  of  Mexico  and 
Peru.  The  rich  treasures  of  Potosi  have  been 
poured,  with  a  1  liberal  profusion,  into  her  lap.  But, 
has  she  grown  rich?  No.  She  became  able  to 
buy.  It  was  ea>y  to  satisfy  her  wants  by  pur- 
chase; her  gold  and  her  >ilver  went  through  her, 
simply  as  a  highway,  as  a  medium  of  passage, 
and  tarried  not  until  it  found  a  resting  place  in 
England.  England  furnished  the  manufactures, 
and  Spain  the  silver  and  gold  in  exchange.  Eng- 
land wrought,  and  wa>  diligent.  Spain  purchased, 
and  was  idle.  England  grew  wealthy,  and  Spain 
grew  poor.  Her  population  declined,  lier  industry 
languished,  and  her  commerce  and  agriculture 
were  paralyzed.  We,  too,  buy,  and  are  idle.  We, 
too.  buy,  and  are  poor.  Our  agriculture  languishes, 
ami  our  commerce  i^  on  the  decline. 

But,  sir,  we  need  not  look  abroad  for  examples 
to  prove  our  doctrine.  We  have  them,  on  a 
smaller  scale,  to  be  sure,  at  home.  New  England, 
sir,  is  a  partial  exception  to  our  general  policy. 
She  has  recently  become  extensively  manufactu- 
ring ;  more  so  than  any  other  section  of  our  coun- 
try. She  has  become,  and  is,  comparatively,  rich. 
In  her  intercourse  with  the  other  States,  the  rate 
of  exchange  is  in  her  favor.  This  is  another 
practical  proof  of  the  superior  wealth  growing  out 
of  the  suitable  distribution  of  labor  among  the 
various  employments  necessary  to  the  comfort  and 
convenience  of  civilized  man,  in  the  same  com- 
munity;  and  the  great  acquisition  of  power,  in 
the  application  of  machinery.  The  Societies  of 
Shakers,  sir,  in  our  country,  furni'^h  another  ex- 
ample in  favor  of  our  doctrine.  These,  sir,  are 
small  commonwealths  within  themselves.  They 
are  their  own  farmers,  their  own  mechanics,  and 
their  own  merchants.    Their  agriculture  and  their 
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manufactures  are  their  leading  interests,  as  they 
•hould  be  every  where.  Their  merchants  aresub- 
nervient  to  those  interests,  and  are  employed  in 
selling  their  surplus  produce  and  manufactures, 
and  purchasing,  in  exchange,  such  things  as  they 
cannot  produce  or  make,  and  are  indispensable. 
By  prosecuting  this  system,  they  have  become  rich. 
No  societies  or  communities,  in  our  country,  of 
the  same  extent,  are  equally  independent. 

The  wealth  of  a  nation  is  produced  by  the  appli- 
cation of  its  labor  to  its  physical  means,  for  the  sup- 
ply of  its  own  wants  ;  in  the  resources  of  its  soil. 
Its  mines,  its  labor,  its  ingenuity,  and  skill,  it  will 
tind  competency  and  independence.  In  the  proper 
application  of  labor  to  our  soil,  we  grow  wheat. 
In  the  same  ap[)licaiion  of  our  labor,  in  a  fit  and 


us,  in  return,  that  which  we  need,  and  what  we 
cannot  make  ;  but  nothing  to  displace  or  supplant 
the  fruits  of  our  soil  and  our  labor.  Commerce 
is  profitable  only  as  it  subserves  the  two  great 
producing  interests,  agriculture  and  manufactures. 
So  far  as  it  interferes  with  them,  it  is  pernicious. 
It  paralyzes  labor,  by  holding  out  inducements  to 
buy  what  our  labor  might  produce;  and  it  ex- 
hausts our  resources,  by  tempting  us  to  buy  more 
than  we  can  afTord,  or  have  the  power  to  pay  for. 
Sir,  we  ought  not  to  deceive  ourselves;  we  ought 
not  to  withhold  from  the  nation  our  conviction, 
that  our  commerce  is  overgrown.  It  is  out  of  all 
proportion  with  our  population  and  our  wealth. 
vVe  have  more  commerce  than  we  can  support; 
we  have  more  merchants  than  we  can  support ; 
suitable  way,  we  produce  wool,  hemp,  Hax,  and  i  probably  four  times  the  number  that  we  need, 
cotton.  In  the  ap()lication  of  the  same  labor  to  a  '  Look  at  our  tonnage,  sir,  next  in  amount  to  that 
subject  equally  within  our  reach,  we  had  an  abun-  |  of  the  most  commercial  nation  in  the  world,  and 
danl  supply  of  iron.  It  is  as  ab-urd  for  us  to  buy  I  approximating  nearly  to  it ;  compare  our  tonnage 
the  iron,  as  it  would  be  to  buy  the  wheat,  when  j  with  the  population  whose  interests  it  should  sub- 
inexhaustible  supplies  of  both  lie  dormant  in  our  j  serve.  With  a  population  of  about  ten  millions, 
mountains  and  our  soil,  and  need  but  the  lalwr  I  thinly  scattered  over  a  vast  extent  of  country, 
and  industry  of  man  to  call  them  forth,  and  fit  j  with  a  considerable  portion  of  it  beyond  the  reach 
ihem  for  his  use.  It  is  better  for  us,  sir,  to  have  of  commercial  benefits,  we  have  a  tonnage  nearly 
our  iron  where  it  is,  emhowelled  in  the  earth,  than  'equal  to  that  of  England,  with  a  population,  in- 
cluding her  dependencies  in  the  East  and  West 
Indies,  amounting  to  seventy  or  an  hundred  rail- 
lions.  France,  with  a  population  of  more  than 
thirty  millions,  has  less  tonnage  than  we.  Can 
we  sustain  this  immense  commerce?  How  can 
we  do  it  ?  Impoverish  the  farmer  by  taking  away 
his  market.  Sir,  this  immense  visionary  fabric 
cannot  be  sustained.  Our  commerce  has  declined. 
Its  decline  will  be  accelerated.  An  impoverished 
yeomanry  cannot  maintain  commerce.      Where 


to  have  it  thrown,  already  wrought,  gratuitously 
upon  our  st-aboard.  For  then,  our  wants  would  ' 
be  supplied  without  exertion  ;  and  the  very  process  ■ 
of  separating  the  iron  from  the  ore,  and  digging  i 
it  from  the  earth,  employs  a  multitude  of  hands,  i 
who  Will  enrich  the  farmer  by  consuming  his  i 
produce.  It  is  the  business  of  a  wise  Government 
to  find  employment  for  labor.  It  would  seem  that  i 
there  could  be  no  doubt  as  to  the  soundness  of  this  I 
doctrine.     Theory  and  practice  concur  to  prove  it  : 

sound.  The  experience  of  all  nations  who  have  '  the  farmer  is  poor,  the  merchant  cannot  become 
adopted  if.  has  proved  it  sound.  There  is  not  a  rich.  The  farmer  is  the  substratum  of  society, 
nationon  the  faceof  this  earth,  that  has  not  become  ;  There  must  be  a  foundation  to  build  the  super- 
rich,  by  Its  adoption.  There  is  not  a  nation  on  structure  on.  This  foundation  is  the  farmers  and 
this  terra(iucous  globe,  that  has  become  rich  with-  '  mechanics'  wealth.  Take  that  away,  and  your 
out  it.  But.  here  we  are  met  hy  a  list  of  formidable  commerce  perishes.  You  have  taken  much  of  it 
objections.  We  shall  ruin  our  commerce.  Sir,  I  '  away,  sir,  and  your  commerce  is  perishing.  If 
am  as  much  the  friend  of  commerce,  as  those  who  i  we  are  correct,  sir,  as  to  the  sources  of  our  national 
thus  claim  to  defend  it.  But  it  is  in  its  legitimate  wealth,  and  in  the  principle  that  commerce  should 
office  that  I  will  support  it;  not  to  control  and  look  to  that  wealth  as  the  only  legitimate  support 
swallow  up  all  other  interests.  What  is  commerce,  j  of  its  permanent  prosperity,  then  it  should  adapt 
sir?  It  is  the  exchange  between  the  producer  and  |  itself,  at  once,  to  our  circumstances  and  our  wants, 
consumer;  and  merchants  are  the  agents  of  that  |  It  would  then  "grow  with  our  growth,  and 
exchange.  They  are  the  common  agents  of  both  !  strengthen  with  our  strength.*'  Its  structure 
producer  and  consumer,  who  make  a  comfortable  i  would  then  rest  on  a  sure  foundation,  and  be  as 
profit  upon  the  arti«?les  while  passing  through  their  imperishable  as  our  freedom  and  our  nation.  The 
hands.  They  add  nothing  to  the  value  of  the  i  tendency  of  this  bill,  then,  will  be  to  sustain  and 
commodity,  not  one  cent.  They  live  upon  the  i  invigorate  commerce.  It  will  divert  .«5ome  por- 
exchange  of  the  fruits  of  others'  labors.  The  '  tion  of  it  into  new  channels,  I  know.  But  those 
a<»ent,  sir,  should  never  a«suine  to  control  the  in-  i  channels  will  be  deepened  and  extended.  They 
terests  of  his  principal.  He  should  be  subservient  j  have  been  so  already,  by  a  very  partial  adoption 
to  them.  Who  are  these  producers  and  consumers  of  our  system.  Our  coasting  trade  has  been 
in  our  country,  to  whom  our  merchants  should  be  greatly  increased  by  the  cotton  manufactures  of 
subservient  ?  They  are  our  farmers  and  our  me-  |  New  England.  Adopt  this  bill,  sir,  and  it  will 
chanics.  The  merchant  has  no  right  to  say  to  I  soon  be  trebled.  Our  manufactures  will  furnish 
them,  buy,  that  I  may  import  and  sell ;  but  the  !  more  valuable  cargoes  for  exportation.  Already 
farmer  and  mechanic,  as  the  principals  of  this  j  have  they  found  their  way  to  foreign  markets, 
common  a<Tent,  have  a  right  to  say,  suit  your  busi-  i  and  there  enter  into  successful  competition  with 
ness  to  our'wants ;  take  the  surplus  of  our  produce  j  the  English.  This  competition  will  he  prosecuted 
and  our  labor,  seek  out  a  market  for  it,  and  bring  I  with  still  greater  success.     The  world,  sir,  is  as 
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wide  for  us  as  for  England  ;  the  best  markets  are 
as  accessible  to  us  as  tu  her;  and  our  inerchants 
have  the  skill  and  enterprise  to  seek  tbtrn  out. 
We  have  the  advantage  of  them,  sir.  We  furnish 
for  ourselves  our  own  best  market;  and  it  is  a 
part  of  our  duty,  directed  by  our  wisdom,  to  se- 
cure to  ourselves  its  bent-fits. 

But  there  is  another  objection.  It  is  contended 
that  the  principles  of  the  bill  will  administer  the 
seeds  of  death  to  our  Navy,  and  we  are  mvited  to 
behave  with  suitable  solemnity  while  attending 
its  funeral.  What,  sir,  shall  we  destroy  our 
Navy — the  two-edged  sword  of  the  nation  ;  the 
right  arm  of  the  national  defence;  the  winged 
messenger  of  our  vengeance,  and  of  our  mercy 
too;  our  Navy,  the  preservation  and  glory  of 
which  every  American  identifies  with  his  own 
existence !  There  is  something  in  this  admonition 
which  is  calculated  to  startle  and  alarm ;  and  if 
these  portentous  consequences  were  not  deeaed 
unreal,  the  friends  of  this  bill  would  hesitate, 
pause,  and  retrace  their  steps,  and  not  pursue  a 
course  terminating  in  so  fatal  a  catastrophe. 
What,  sir!  this  bill  destroy  our  Navy  I  Impos- 
sible! How  is  a  navy  sustained,  sir?  By  the 
wealth  of  the  nation.  By  the  treasures  of  the 
Government.  Impoverish  the  nation,  and  a  navy 
cannot  exist.  It  is  a  most  expensive  establish- 
ment.    A  poor  nation  cannot  sustain  a  navy. 

If  we  are  mistaken  as  to  the  tendency  of  the  sys- 
tem we  advocate,  we  shall  injure  the  Navy.  If,  on 
the  contrary,  it  will  increase  the  wealth  of  the 
nation,  in  just  so  much  it  will  increase  our  ability 
to  support  a  navy.  We  have  limber,  and  iron, 
and  hemp,  for  the  construction  and  arming  our 
ships,  and  carpenters  to  prepare  and  fit  them  for 
their  proper  use;  make  the  nation  rich,  sir,  give 
us  money,  and  the  object  will  be  speedily  accom- 
plished. But,  say  gentlemen,  when  commerce  is 
gone,  where  will  you  obtain  your  seamen  ?  Gen- 
tlemen talk  as  if  commerce  would  no  more  have 
an  existence;  as  though  exportations  and  impor- 
tations would  cease;  our  fi^herruen  would  be 
driven  from  the  ocean,  and  our  coasting  trade 
annihilated.  Not  so.  1  apprehend,  from  this  bill, 
but  little,  very  little  diminution  of  our  commerce; 
and  that  diminution  will  be  but  tem|)orary.  It 
will  greatly  increase  our  coasting  trade,  h  will 
invigorate  and  protect  our  whale  fi.^hery — our  best 
nursery  of  seamen ;  and  our  exporting  commerce 
will  be  extended  and  enlarged.  Give  us  money, 
sir,  and  we  can  obtain  seamen.  They  can  be 
drawn  from  all  countries.  Should  this  bill,  from 
this  moment,  exclude  every  article  intended  to  be 

Erotected  by  it,  and  to  be  made  and  produced  at 
ome,  still  we  should  be  able  to  obtain  seamen 
enough  to  man  our  fleets,  to  perform  the  seaman's 
part.  Landsmen,  in  the  amphibious  character  of 
marines,  on  more  than  one  occasion,  have  fought 
on  board  your  ships,  and  won  your  victories.  And 
this  can  be  done  again.  On  exajninaiion,  then, 
the  objection,  though  formidable  in  size,  and 
plausible  in  appearance,  is  found  unreal.  It  is 
vox  et  prattrta  nihil. 

But  here  is  another  objection :  Our.  revenue. 
And  what  will  become  of  our  revenue  ?  Where 
shall  we  obtain  our  revenue  ? 


On  this  subject,  Mr.  Chairman,  there  must  be 
some  strong  delusion,  some  strange  mistake  be- 
tween the  friends  and  opponents  of  this  bill.  Who 
pays  the  tax  now,  sir  7  The  consumer.  From 
what  source  is  your  revenue  drawn?  From  the 
people  of  these  United  States.  The  merchant 
takes  care,  he  never  forgets  to  add  the  duty  to  the 
price  of  purchase,  the  cost  of  freight,  and  a  com- 
fortable profit  on  the  whole.  The  consumer  pays 
the  whole.  The  farmer,  sir,  our  own  larmers,  in 
supporting  our  own  revenue,  not  only  pays  this 
tax,  which  goes  into  the  Treasury,  but  he  pays 
the  European  farmer  for  the  wool  he  grows,  and 
the  European  mechanic  for  the  labor  be.«lowed 
upon  It.  In  every  yard  of  cloth  on  which  he  pays 
this  tax,  in  almost  every  article  we  buy,  is  wrapt 
up  more  or  less  of  English  beef,  pork,  flour,  pro- 
visions of  every  kind,  wiiich  have  sustained  the 
mechanic  and  the  farmer  while  growing  the  raw 
material,  and  fitting  it  for  market.  Now,  sir,  the 
only  question  on  this  subject  is.  Can  the  consumer 
pay  the  purchase  of  all  this,  the  freight,  the  duty, 
the  profit,  and  contingent  charges,  easier  than  he 
can  pay  the  duly  alone  ?  The  purchase  is  unne- 
ce^sary  ;  the  freight  is  unnecessary  ;  the  merchant's 
profit  is  unnecessary;  all  these  can  be  disjH'nsed 
with.  The  article  can  be  made  at  home.  The 
tax,  in  the  shape  of  duly,  must  be  paid ;  and  the 
only  question  is,  whether  it  be  easier  to  pay  the 
lax  alone,  or  to  pay  that  and  four  times  the  amount 
with  It? 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  know  that  importations  are  a 
legitimate  source  of  revenue.  It  is  the  readiest, 
ea!.iest,  and  jierhaps  the  cheapest,  mode  of  taxa- 
tion. When  importations  are  necessary  to  supply 
our  wants,  and  subserve  our  interests,  they  are  the 
proper  subjects  of  taxation.  But,  I  protest  against 
that  policy  of  our  Government  which  would  cre- 
ate or  continue  that  necessity  for  the  purpo.<«es  of 
revenue.  What  is  the  argument  ?  Buy,  that  we 
may  tax.  Buy  the  article  of  a  foreign  nation,  as 
a  kind  of  vehicle,  as  physicians  call  it,  to  cover  up 
and  render  palatable  this  nauseous  pill  of  taxation. 
Buy,  to  deceive  yourselve.s,  and  that  we  may  de- 
ceive you.  1  protest  against  that  system  ot  reve- 
nue which,  to  put  twenty-five  or  thirty  dollars  into 
our  own  Treasury,  would  place  a  hundred  at  the 
disposition  of  a  foreign  Power;  which,  to  fill  our 
own  Treasury,  would  exhaust  the  nation  and  en- 
rich a  stranger.  This  we  do  now.  This  is  our 
process  now,  I  would  slop  this  process.  lis  op- 
eration on  the  Government  and  country  I  have 
attempted  to  show.  And  here  the  question  again 
recurs  as  to  its  operation  upon  the  citizen.  Is  it 
easier  to  pay  the  thirty  dollars  into  the  Treasury 
alone,  or,  in  paying  that,  to  i>ay  the  one  hundred 
dollars,  in  addition,  to  a  loreign  natipn  ?  So 
much  as  the  purchase  of  the  article  amounts  to, 
goes  out  of  the  country,  not  in.the  produce  of  the 
soil,  but  in  cash,  and  stock,  and  public  securities. 
It  cannot,  surely,  l>e  a  good  system  which  would 
drain  the  country  of  its  resources  to  fill  Us  Treas- 
ury. This,  too,  IS  a  portion  of  our  draining  sys- 
tem. But  gentlemen  say,  unless  you  resort  to  inis 
system,  you  can  have  ho  revenue.  The  people  of 
mv  district  will   not  submit   to  direct   taxation. 
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Sir,  have  we  sworn  to  support  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  Slates?  Is  that  sacred  instrument 
equally  obligatory  upon  all  ?  Is  the  power  to  lay 
and  collect  taxes  a  part  of  that  Constitution  ? 
And  are  we  to  be  told  here,  on  this  floor,  by  hon- 
orable members  of  this  House,  (for  it  is  here  that 
I  hear  this  language,)  that  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try will  not  endure  to  be  taxed  by  this  Govern- 
ment ?  Then  what  becomes  of  this  Government  ? 
Where  is  the  authority  of  your  Government? 
Where  is  your  boasted  Constitution,  and  where 
the  virtues  of  this  people?  Sir,  I  deny  this  doc- 
trine. I  protest  against  this  drawing  of  the  char- 
acter of  this  nation.  1  say  that,  when  direct  tax- 
ation becomes  necessary,  the  people  of  this  country 
will  cheerfully  submit  to  it.  They  pay  the  taxes 
now.  They  know  they  pay  the  taxes.  And  who 
shall  judge  of  this  necessity  ?  The  people.  If 
we  disobey  their  will,  the  people  have  the  correct- 
ive, and  know  how  to  apply  it.  They  can  dismiss 
one  set  of  servants,  and  sub>tilute  another.  I  have 
DO  apprehension,  sir,  that  the  principles  of  this 
bill  will  induce  the  necessity  oi  direct  taxation  ; 
but  I  feel  myself  authorized  to  say  that  the  people 
whom  I  have  the  honor  to  represent  would  prefer 
excise  and  taxation  to  oHr  present  system.  They 
would  prefer  direct  taxaiion,  with  the  benefits  of 
a  market  for  their  produce,  to  indirect  taxation,  to 
the  same  amount,  without  a  market  for  their  sur- 
plus. If  they  must  pay  a  tax,  they  will  not  quar- 
rel about  the  form.  But  the  benefits  of  a  market 
are  of  vast  importance  to  them.  What  nation, 
sir,  was  ever  impoverished  by  moderate  taxation, 
when  the  fruits  of  it  are  expended  at  home  / 
This  should  be  the  policy  ot  our  expenditure. 
Thus  exercised,  taxation  i^  a  medium  of  collecting 
from  theatilueul  and  rich,  and  distributing  among 
the  laborious,  the  active,  and  the  poor.  Has  this 
been  the  system  of  our  Government  ?  No.  Year 
after  year  we  have  purchased,  with  our  public 
revenue,  the  wool,  the  flax,  and  the  hemp  of  for- 
eign nations,  their  munitions  of  war,  clothing  for 
our  troops,  and  canvass  for  our  ships.  This  is  an- 
other portion  of  our  draining  system.  But,  sir,  a 
moderate  application  of  the  power  of  taxation, 
with  a  judicious  distribution  of  iLs  fruits  within 
the  limits  of  the  nation,  is  invigorating  and  be- 
nign. It  is  time,  sir,  that  the  doctrine  should  be 
controverted,  that  the  people  will  not  bear  taxa- 
tion. 1  will  never  believe  it.  The  idea  supposes 
rebellion,  insurrection,  treason.  And  against 
whom  ?  Against  themselves.  Not  again>t  a  for- 
eign government;  nor  against  a  government  over 
whom  they  have  no  control ;  but  against  one  ere 
aied  by  themselves,  administered  by  themselves, 
and  the  admini>tration  of  which  they  may  change 
at  plea.sure.  To  talk  of  opposition  to  such  a  Gov- 
ernment, in  any  other  way  than  the  Constitutional 
one,  implies  a  madnesA  and  infatuation  equal  to 
that  which  terminates  in  suicide — a  crime  never 
committed  but  in  a  paroxysm,  of  delirium,  or  the 
fatuity  of  dementation. 

But  here  is  a  question  of  sectional  interest, 
which  elicits  unfriendly  feelings  and  determined 
hostility  to  the  bill.  I  deprecate  the  necessity  of 
awakening  these  local  jealousies.     1  regret  ex- 


ceedingly, that,  on  a  question  of  such  vital  im- 
portance, and  so  necessary  to  the  permanent  welfare 
of  our  country,  any  portion  of  our  fellow-citi- 
zens should  find  occasion  to  feel  themselves  in- 
jured, so  as  to  prevent  a  cordial  and  unanimous 
co-operation  in  this,  the  only  step  of  internal  na- 
tional policy  which  has  ever  been  taken. 

But  so  it  IS.  The  cotton,  rice,  tobacco,  and  in- 
digo growers,  of  the  Southern  States,  claim  to  be 
deeply  afiecled  and  injured  by  the  operation  of  this 
system.  These  complaints  claim  and  merit  seri- 
ous and  candid  consideration,  and  should  be  obvi- 
ated if  possible.  I  cannot  endure  to  lose  friends 
whom  I  value  so  highly  as  our  fellow-citizens  of 
the  South,  who  are  growers  of  cotton,  tobacco.  &c. 
Let  us  examine  the  subject  a  little,  and  see  if  these 
complaints  are  well  founded.  And.  first,  let  us  in- 
quire if  the  Southern  planter  doesnot  demand  what, 
in  fact,  he  denies  toothers.  And  now,  what  does  he 
require  ?  That  the  North  and  West  should  buy — 
what  ?  not  their  cotton,  tobacco,  dec,  for  that  we 
do  already,  to  the  utmost  of  our  ability  to  consume, 
or  pay,  or  vend  to  others;  and  that  is  to  an  im- 
mense amount,  greatly  exceeding  what  they  pur- 
chase of  us.  But  they  insist  that  we  should  buy 
English  wool,  wrought  into  cloth — that  they  may 
pay  for  it  with  their  cotton ;  that  we  should  buy 
Russian  iron,  that  they  may  sell  their  cotton  ;  that 
we  should  buy  Holland  gin  and  linen,  that  they 
may  sell  their  tobacco.  In  fine,  that  we  should 
not  grow  wool ;  and  dig  and  smelt  the  iron  ore  of 
our  country;  for,  if  we  did,  they  could  not  sell 
their  cotton.  Now  we  have  the  same  capacity  for 
growing  wool,  and  producing  iron  iu  our  country, 
and  to  as  unlimited  extent,  as  they  have  for  cotton 
in  the  South,  and  we  should  do  it  to  the  same  ex- 
tent, if  we  only  had  a  market.  Our  Southern 
brethren  would  think  it  very  unreasonable  that 
they  should  be  required  to  stop  growing  their  cot- 
ton, to  make  a  market  among  themselves  for  our 
wool,  and  that  they  should  not  wear  even  their 
own  cotton,  for,  if  they  did,  they  could  not  wear 
so  much  of  our  wool.  But  their  objections  to  this 
bill  go  this  length.  They  admit  you  have  the  ca- 
pacity to  produce  wool  to  an  unlimited  extent,  and 
iron  also.  But,  ''fill  your  market  with  foreign 
wool  and  iron,  and  woollen  and  iron  manufactures, 
that  we  may  sell  more  cotton  and  tobacco."  Is  this 
equal?  No.  By  the  bounty  of  Providence,  in  the 
peculiar  adaptation  of  soil  and  climate,and  the  con- 
trolling influence  of  circumstances,  our  Southern 
brethren  enjoy  a  monopoly  of  several  staple  arti- 
cles, which  command  a  steady  and  extensive  mar- 
ket and  a  ready  sale  of  Cotton,  Indigo,  Tobacco, 
and  Rice,  are  four  of  them.  These  are  vast  and 
permanent  sources  of  wealth  and  profit,  enjoy- 
ed by  no  other  section  of  our  common  country. 
These  are  the  only  productionsofour  country  which 
find  admittance  into  foreign  ports  to  any  extent; 
and  they  are  now  tlie  means  of  purchasing  the  for- 
eign fabrics  consumed,  not  only  in  the  South,  but 
in  the  North  also.  I  rejoice  that  any  portion  of 
our  country  is  capable  ot  producing  a  raw  material 
of  such  universal  demand.  I  trust  they  will  al- 
ways command  a  market,  and  be  sought  after  by 
foreigners.     But  it  is  clearly  unequal,  and  palpa- 
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bly  unjust,  that  we  should  be  required  to  forego 
our  natural  advantages,  few  and  inferior  as  they 
are,  for  the  purpose  of  extending  theirs.  The 
South  will  still  be  at  liberty  to  sell  their  staples  to 
foreigners,  and  to  buy  their  manufactures  of  them. 
If  they  prefer  buying  of  them  to  buying  of  us,  we 
will  not  complain.  Let  them  trade  with  foreign- 
ers. They  can  sell  more  cotton.  We  will  still 
buy  cotton  and  tobacco  of  them — all  that  we  can 
wear  and  all  that  we  can  sell.  If  they  are  obliged 
to  pay  an  increased  duty  when  the  goods  arrive  in 
their  ports,  so  do  we.  In  this  we  are  equal.  If 
ihey  say  that  they  shall  consume  more  foreign 
manufactures  than  we,  it  is  doubled.  The  North 
are  the  greatest  consumers. 

But,  if  they  would  avoid  the  increased  duty,  let 
them  buy  of  us.  We  will  soon  sell  to  them  as 
cheap  as  they  can  buy  of  England.  Give  us  a 
market,  steady  and  extensive,  and  we  will  soon 
furnish  the  necessary  supply  as  cheaply,  and  of  a 
better  quality,  than  England.  The  example  of 
coarse  cottons  is  a  proof  of  this. 

But  here  the  friends  of  the  bill  are  met  by  a  num- 
ber of  specious  objections.  We  are  charged  with 
taxing  the  poor  and  necessitous,  by  imposing  ad- 
ditional burdens  upon  articles  of  the  mo'^t  common 
necessity,  which  the  poor  consumer  must  have; 
that  is,  the  poor  will  continue  to  consume  the  ar- 
ticle imported,  on  which  the  additional  duty  is 
imposed,  and  thus  be  com|)elled  to  pay  the  addi- 
tional tax.  If  this  were  true,  there  would  be  force 
in  the  objection.  But  if  this  be  true,  what  be- 
comes of  the  objection  founded  upon  the  diminu- 
tion of  revenue?  For,  if  the  poor  continue  to  pay 
this  tax  in  the  consumption  of  the  imported  arti- 
cle, the  revenue,  instead  of  being  diminish<?d,  will 
be  increased  in  proportion  to  the  increase  of  the 
duty.  The  objections  are  inconsistent.  Both  can- 
not stand.  And  again,  if  this  objection  be  true, 
the  object  of  the  bill  will  be  defeated  ;  for  the  ob- 
ject ot  the  bill  is  to  induce  the  poor  as  well  as 
the  rich,  to  avoid  the  increased  duty,  by  purchas- 
ing a  superior  and  cheaper  domestic  article.  Un- 
less this  object  be  attained,  the  revenue  will  be 
swelled  beyond  all  due  dimensions,  and  the  friends 
of  the  bill  will  be  greatly  disappointed,  and  the 
opposers  of  the  bill  will  be  equally  disappointed,  as 
to  its  effect  upon  the  revenue. 

But  the  price  of  the  domestic  article  will  be 
equal  to  the  imported,  with  the  addition  of  the 
duty.  Then  the  domestic  article  w;ll  be  of  a  su- 
perior quality,  or  the  consumer  will  buy  the  im- 
ported. But  here  lies  the  fallacy  of  the  objec- 
tion, and  the  fallacy  has  been  shown  by  actual 
experiment,  and  may  be  made  quite  manifest  in 
theory.  The  actual  experiment  to  which  I  allude, 
is  the  article  of  coarse  cottons.  Every  objection 
now  raised  against  the  proposed  system,  was  ve- 
hemently urged  against  that  experiment.  But  the 
experiment  succeeded  beyond  the  e;cpectation  of 
its  most  sanguine  friends,  and  the  objectors  were 
silenced.  So  it  will  be  as  to  the  effect  of  the  pro- 
posed system.  The  domestic  article  will  be  ren- 
dered cheaper  and  better,  instead  of  dearer.  The 
reason  is  obvious,  but  seems  to  have  been  over- 
looked.    The  proposed  system  will  furnuh  a  mar- 


ket, and  a  large  one  too.  The  increased  demand 
will  be  met  by  an  increased  supply.  And  a  large 
supply  can  be  afforded  at  a  cheaper  rate  than  a 
small  one,  in  the  same  proportion  that  the  mer- 
chant who  sells  much  will  grow  richer  on  a 
smaller  profit  than  the  one  who  sells  but  little. 
The  principle  of  competition  will  ever  render 
every  thing  on  which  it  operates  as  cheap  as  it 
can  be  afforded.  If  our  manufacturers  can  but 
sell  what  they  manufacture,  it  will  be  difficult  for 
the  adversaries  of  this  bill  to  show  that  our  me- 
chanics, with  the  advantages  of  machinery  and 
cheapness  of  living,  cannot  manufacture  as  cheap- 
ly as  foreigners.  The  only  difficulty  is  the  want 
of  a  market.  Ours  has  Inen  glutted  to  overflow- 
ing by  foreign  fabrics.  Every  expedient  that  in- 
genuity and  wealth  could  devise,  has  been  resort- 
ed to  by  foreign  capitalists,  and  foreign  politicians 
too  ;  and  in  this  they  have  been  aided  by  our  own 
merchants,  to  keep  our  markets  full — to  crowd  in 
their  manufactures  info  every  empty  spot — to  force 
them  back  into  the  country,  by  the  machinery  of 
auction  sales,  and  thus  anticipate  the  wants  oi  the 
country  by  a  supply  for  several  years.  Our  man- 
ufacturers cannot  contend  with  this  mighty  odd«. 
They  must  have  a  ready  market;  they  mn^t  make 
ready  sales  or  slop.  Not  so  with  the  English  ; 
they  must  go  on.  They  have  already  on  hand  at 
home,  and  in  our  markets,  a  supply  for  sonie  time. 
Their  immense  capital,  and  the  gratuities  of  the 
Government,  enable  them  to  do  this.  By  this  sys- 
tem our  markets  have  been  kept  constantly  filled 
with  every  thing  but  coarse  cottons,  which  we  have 
excluded  by  prohibitory  duties. 

But  there  are  certain  ab>tract  elementary  prin- 
ciples, very  beautiful  in  theory,  if  adopted  by  the 
whole  world,  but  totally  impracticable  as  applica- 
ble to  the  relations  of  nations,  and  which  no  na- 
tion but  our  own  ever  did  adopt,  and  none  can 
adopt ;  and  no  nation  having  the  least  policy  ever 
will  adopt.  "  Buy  where  you  can  buy  cheapest — 
leave  trade  to  regulate  itself;"  or,  in  other  word«, 
permit  the  merchant  to  regulate,  not  only  trade, 
but  to  determine  what  produce  s>hall  be  grown  in 
the  country  ;  and,  in  other  words,  permit  the  mer- 
chant, if  he  can  make  any  thing  by  it,  to  import 
into  a  wheat-growing  district  a  cheap  cargo  of 
wheat,  and  sell  it  to  the  consumer?  to  the  exclu- 
sion of  the  native  wheat.  True,  the  consequence 
is  ruin  to  the  farmer.  He  can  raise  no  more  wheat. 
What  he  has  on  hand  he  must  sell  at  a  loss,  or  it 
must  perish.  True,  the  soil  has  an  inexhaustible 
supply  of  wheat  in  it,  to  be  drawn  forth  by  a  pro- 
j)er  application  of  labor  to  it.  The  laborers  are 
here,  the  consumers  are  here,  and  the  price  of  the 
purchase  is  here  ;  and  the  wheal  grower  employs 
these  consumers,  and  pays  them  for  making  his 
implements  of  husbandry  and  keeping  them  in  re- 
pair ;  but  it  costs  a  little  more  to  feed  and  clothe 
freemen  than  slaves.  But  trade  should  regulate 
itself;  the  merchant  (true,  he  adds  nothing  to  the 
wheat)  can  make  some  profit  by  adding  some- 
thing to  the  price  ;and  the  mechanic  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  the  farmer,  who  has  heretofore  been 
fed  by  him,  "  should  buy  where  he  can  buy  cheai)- 
est,"  and  just  now  having  a  little  cash,  should 
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buy  the  merchant's  wheat  instead  of  the  farmer's. 
True,  the  cash  goes  abroad  to  pay  for  the  foreign 
wheat,  so  cheaply  produced  by  slaves,  instead  of 
going  to  the  farmer,  to  enable  him  to  pay  his  hired 
men,  and  raise  another  crop.  "  But  trade  should  re- 
gulate itself ;"  and  though  the  money  is  greatly  need- 
ed in  the  country,  you  should  send  it  abroad,  to  buy 
where  you  can  buy  cheapest,  and  you  will  thereby 
encourage  commerce,  and  support  the  merchant, 
without  reducing  him  to  the  necessity  of  produc- 
tive labor.  The  same  remarks  are  applicable  to 
every  other  thing  capable  of  being  produced  or 
made  in  this  country.  Take  the  article  of  wool. 
The  farmer  has  it  in  abundance,  or,  which  is  the 
•ame  thing,  the  capacity  or  capability  of  produc- 
ing it  in  abundance;  and  he  needs  the  manufac- 
turer's cash.  But,  says  the  manufacturer,  1  must 
buy  where  I  can  buy  cheapest.  I  can  buy  foreign 
wool  cheaper  than  I  can  buy  of  you.  True,  it  is 
not  so  good.  True,  you  buy  my  cloth,  and,  unless 
I  buy  your  wool,  you  cannot  continue  to  grow  it, 
nor  to  purchase  my  cloth.  True,  if  I  exchange 
my  cloth  for  your  wool,  it  matters  little  what 
nominal  value  we  fix  upon  the  articles,  so  that  I 
gel  a  reasonable  compensation  for  my  labor;  and, 
though  you  need  some  cash  with  my  cloth  now, 
yet  the  jx-rson  to  whom  you  pay  that  cash  needs 
It,  perhaps,  for  ihe  very  purpose  of  buying  cloth  of 
me,  and  that  will  enable  me  to  purchase  more 
wool  of  you,  or  to  buy  more  machinery,  or  pay 
my  laborers;  and  thus  we  should  retain  it  in  the 
country,  and  keep  it  in  circulation  among  us  ;  yet 
1  sljould  violate  the  standing  maxim  of  buying 
where  I  can  buy  tlie  cheapest ;  so,  I  must  send  my 
money  abroad  to  buy  wool,  where  I  can  buy  it 
cheapest,  and  you,  and  all  my  fellow-citizens, 
must  send  your  money  abroad  to  buy  cloth  where 
you  can  buy  cheapest,  and  you  must  stop  growing 
wool,  and  1  must  stop  making  cloth,  and  we  must 
both  do — what  ?  Nothing,  but  buy,  because  we 
can  buy  cheap.  Here,  sir,  is  the  cheap  buying 
doctrine,  your  >elf-regulalingdoctrine ;  and  the  far- 
mer and  manufacturer,  above  mentioned,  stripped 
of  their  cash,  and  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  doing 
nothing,  is  a  miniature  picture  of  this  our  happy 
nation,  and  illustrates  the  blessed  effects  of  these 
iheoreiical  dogmas.  The  foreign  tyrant,  who 
compels  his  slaves  to  work  for  nothing,  and  to  go 
naked  and  hungry,  could  not  wish  more  subtile 
and  sophistical  advocates  than  those  who  urge 
this  doctrine  here.  It  induces  us  to  buy  of  him. 
The  purchase  goes  into  his  coffers;  his  treasuries 
are  tilled  ;  his  armies  and  navies  are  sustained  ; 
his  power  is  confirmed  ;  and  he  is  enabled  to  rivet 
his  chains  upon  the  nations. 

Sir,  this  cheap  buying  doctrine  is  not  suited  to 
our  condition,  in  our  relation  to  other  nations. 
To  regulate  our  intercourse  among  ourselves,  it 
is  corrtct.  To  regulate  our  intercourse  wiih  for- 
eign nations,  it  is,  to  say  the  least,  unsound.  The 
price  of  living  is  the  price  of  labor ;  and,  inas- 
much as  freemen  will  live  better  than  slaves,  and 
therefore  consume  more  than  slaves,  in  just  bo 
much  will  their  labor  cost  more  than  slaves,  as 
between  them  and  their  employments  ;  in  just  so 
much  will  their  condition  approach  the  condition 


of  their  employers,  and  in  just  so  much  will  they 
divide  the  profits  of  the  business  with  the  em- 
ployer. The  laboring  classes  of  this  country,  be 
they  rich  or  be  they  poor,  through  the  blessing  of 
Providence,  stand  on  an  equality,  in  point  of  privi- 
lege, with  the  kings  and  the  nobles  of  the  earth. 
Their  style  of  living  is,  in  some  measure,  corres- 
pondent to  the  dignity  of  their  rank  and  station. 
It  is  respectable  and  comfortable,  raising,  in  a 
proportionate  degree,  from  servility  and  degrada- 
tion, that  portion  of  our  fellow-citizens.  The 
price  of  their  living  is  proportionately  expen.sive. 
This  increase  of  expense  must  be  sustained  by 
increased  wages — by  an  enlarged  price  for  their 
labor.  This  price  for  their  labor  must  be  added 
to  the  price  of  their  manufactures  ;  and  this  must 
be  paid  by  the  consumer.  God  grant  that  the 
comfort  and  respectability  of  this  class  may  al- 
ways be  thus  sustained  :  God  grant  that  we  may 
never  be'  able  to  compete  with  foreigners,  in  the 
point  of  cheapness  of  their  labor,  unless  it  be  by 
elevating  that  class  of  the  human  family  abroad, 
increasing  their  wealth  and  importance,  and  ad- 
ding to  the  price  of  their  manufactures,  by  adding 
to  the  price  of  their  labor.  We  know  many  of 
them  now  to  be  miserably  depressed.  The  scanti- 
ness of  food  and  clothin»  which  their  wages  sufH 
ply  to  them,  is  extremely  distres.«ing.  It  is  the 
want  of  abundance  of  wholesome  food  an«l  com- 
fortable clothing,  and  excessive  over-working, 
that  enfeebles  their  frames,  and  renders  them 
meagre  and  sickly.  Thus,  the  very  fle^h  and 
blood,  the  life,  of  foreign  mechanics,  is  wrought 
up  into  their  fabrics,  to  render  them  cheap.  The. 
poor  mechanic,  reduced  to  pauperism,  is  supported 
by  the  parish,  and  let  out  to  the  manufacturer,  to 
obtain  a  fourth,  an  half,  or  any  other  portion  of 
weekly  wages.  This  is  common.  The  labor  costs 
next  to  nothing.  This  renders  their  fabrics  un- 
naturally cheap.  Cheapened  by  distress;  cheap- 
ened by  the  tears  and  groans  of  the  wretched  ; 
cheapened  by  the  shrivelled  limbs  and  famished 
frames  of  the  poor  laborers.  To  cheapen  them 
still  more,  and  to  keep  our  manufactures  down, 
the  English  Government,  I  am  well  assured,  pays 
a  bounty,  in  the  shape  of  loans,  to  the  amount  of 
several  millions,  to  their  manufacturers,  to  en- 
courage them  to  go  on  and  multiply  their  fabrics, 
and  enable  them  to  wail  for  a  market,  and  sell 
them  eventually  for  any  thing  they  w^l  fetch,  for 
almost  nothing. 

And  does  this  policy  exhaust  the  English  Gov- 
ernment or  the  English  nation  '{  No,  sir ;  it  en- 
riches them.  Whatever  they  can  sell  their  man- 
ufactures for,  is  so  much  clear  gain.  The  greater 
the  price,  the  more  gain,  to  be  sure  ;  but  any 
rice  is  so  much  gain,  so  much  tribute  to  Eng- 
and.  This  will  appear,  when  we  consider  what 
it  is  that  England  sends  abroad  in  the  shape  of 
manufactures.  I  mean,  as  to  the  mass  of  them. 
They  cost  her  no  cash.  She  sends  abroad,  in  them, 
no  cash.  She  produces  the  raw  material.  She 
has  the  mechanics  and  machinery  to  work  it  up, 
and  her  fanners  to  feed  the  artisans.  These  are 
her  powers.  By  pulling  them  in  motion,  her  man- 
ufactures are  produced.     She  sends  them  to  us. 
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and  fills  our  markets.  If  she  could  not  send  them  I 
abroad,  this  motion  would,  to  a  certain  degree, 
cease.  She  sends  out  nothing  which  would  exist, 
if  she  did  not  send  it  out.  It  is  her  labor,  wrapped 
up  in  a  thou.^and  various  productions  of  her  soil 
and  mines,  which  she  sells  us,  and  we  buy,  which 
would  in  so  much  cease,  if  we  did  not  buy.  This 
labor  is  necessary  to  her  health  and  vigor.  When 
it  stops,  she  must  perish.  She  should  then  work 
for  almost  nothing  over  and  above  supplying  her 
own  wants,  rather  than  be  idle.  She  knows  this, 
and  therefore  is  not  idle.  If  the  master  of  the 
establishment  cannot  keep  his  hands  at  work,  for 
the  want  of  a  ready  market,  and  must  dismi.ss 
them,  the  parish  pays  their  subsistence,  and  the 
work  goes  on  ;  and  if  that  be  not  enough,  the 
Government  furnishes  the  raw  material,  and  the 
work  goes  on.  This  costs  nothing.  The  money 
does  not  go  out  of  the  kingdom — the  power  does 
not  go  out  of  the  kingdom.  It  is  but  the  effect  of 
these  powers,  which  does  not  exhaust  or  enfeeble 
her  at  all,  but,  on  the  contrary,  keeps  her  in 
healthy  action,  and  enriches  her  by  just  so  much 
as  she  gets  for  her  goods.  Well  may  she  afford 
to  crowd  them  into  our  markets,  and  drive  them 
into  the  country,  by  sales  at  auction,  for  if  she 
can  sell  them  for  any  thing  more  than  the  duties 
we  impose,  she  is  a  gainer,  and  we  are  the  loser. 
For,  in  just  so  much  as  England  gains,  we,  or 
some  one  else,  lose.  We  are  exhausted.  To  be 
sure,  we  get  an  equivalent  for  our  money,  and 
perhaps  more,  but  we  consume  it,  when  we  might 
make  it.  England  gets  our  money,  and  she  does 
uot  consume  it.  This  is  the  secret  of  her  wealth 
and  of  our  poverty.  By  this  process  of  selling, 
England  has  been  rendering  all  the  nations  of  the 
earth,  and  us  more  than  any  other  nation,  tribu- 
tary to  her  for  centuries.  A  small  tribute  from 
all  the  various  sections  of  the  world,  concentrated 
in  so  small  a  space,  amounts  to  an  enormous  sum. 
Hence  her  wealth.  It  did  not  spring  up  out  of 
her  own  soil.  Her  labor  and  ingenuity  did  not 
constitute  it.  They  were  the  means.  She  ex- 
changed these  means  for  the  gold  and  the  silver 
and  substantial  wealth  of  other  nations.  With 
the  wealth  she  has  acquired,  she  is  independent  of 
the  markets  of  the  world  so  long  as  her  own 
realms  can  produce  the  raw  material,  and  sub>ist- 
ence  for  her  population.  And  will  gentlemen 
insist  that  we  must  buy  of  England,  because  we 
can  buy  of  her  so  cheaply,  when  they  examine 
the  causes  of  that  excessive  cheapness  ?  and  do 
they  look  for  the  operation  of  those  causes  in  this 
our  country  ?  I  trust  in  a  merciful  Providence 
that  neither  we,  nor  our  children,  nor  our  chil- 
dren's children,  may  ever  witness  them  here.  And 
yet  I  do  hope  we  shall  no  longer  pursue  a  sys- 
tem of  buying  almost  all  we  conbume,  except 
our  food,  and  a  great  deal  even  of  that,  merely 
because  we  can  buy  cheaper  than  we  can  make 
or  produce  ourselves.  We  must  stop  this  progress 
of  depletion,  or  it  will  be  stopped  by  perfect  ex- 
hauslionj  and  the  self-regulating  system  would 
never  check  the  evil,  until  it  terminated  in  debil- 
ity and  death. 
Mr.  Chairman,  there  are  many  other  interesting 


topics  of  discussion,  growing  out  of  this  subject. 
But  I  have  trespassed  too  long,  already,  on  the 
patienceof  this  Committee,  and  I  forbear.  In  con- 
clusion, permit  me  to  indulge  the  hope  that  the 
principles  of  the  billon  your  table  will  prevail.  1 
see  in  them  the  wealth,  the  honor  and  independ- 
ence, of  my  country.  Adopt  them,  and  ours  will 
be,"  the  flocks  upon  a  thousand  hills.''  Wehave 
millions  and  millions  of  acres  peculiarly  fitted  to  the 
culture  and  pasturage  of  sheep.  Give  us  our  own 
market  for  their  produce,  and  we  will  soon  cover 
them.  The  sturdy  arm  of  labor  shall  cause  our 
mountains  to  disgorge  their  concealed  treasure ;  the 
busy  hum  of  industry  shall  succeed  to  the  stupor 
and  listlessness  of  poverty  and  idleness;  and  the 
voice  of  complaint  and  distress  which  now  re- 
sounds from  every  quarter,  shall  be  lost  in  the  song 
of  thankfulness  and  praise  for  deliverance  from 
the  evils  under  which  we  now  suffer. 

When  Mr.  Martindale  had  concluded — 

j  Mr.  A.  Stevensjon  rose,  not,  he  said,  to  make 
any  remarks  in  reply  to  the  speech  which  had 
just  been  delivered,  but  to  dissuade  both  the  friend^ 
and  the  opponents  of  the  bill,  from  going  into  a 

I  discussion  of  its  general  principles,  on  the  present 
motion.  He  thought  tlie  course  pursued  by  the 
gentleman  from  .New  York,  was  without  a  paral- 

;  lei.  After  the  House  had,  for  two  weeks,  been 
engaged  in  a  discussion  which  touched  the  vital 
interests  of  the  country — after  the  two  ^ides  of  the 
House,  in  relation  to  that  discussion,  had  agreed, 
first  to  go  into  the  several  items  of  the  bill ;  then 

.  to  take  up  its  general  principles  ;  and,  if  a  decided 
majority  should  apptar  to  be  in  its  favor,  then  to 

i  agree  to  make  its  provisions  as  little  exception- 
able  as  possible — for   that   gentleman  to  get  up 

I  and  occupy  the  Committee   for    two   days,  with 

{  a  >peech  against  his  own  motion,  and  on  the 
general  principles  of  the  bill — this  was  offering 
an  indignity  to  the  House,  and  was  a  course 
which  this  House  ought  to  spurn.  He  hoped  that 
a  unanimous  vote  would  pass,  without  discussion, 
against  the  motion,  and  he  called  on  the  friends, 
as  well  as  the  enemies  of  the  bill,  to  pass  such  a 
vote. 

I  Mr.  Floyd  hoped  that  the  House  would  vote  for 
the  gentleman's  motion,  and  against  his  speech — 
in  which  it  would  appear  that  the  gentleman  had 
been    peculiarly  unfortunate,  since   scarcely  any 

'  orator  before  ever  failed  of  convincing,  at  least 
himself,  that  the  measure  he  proposed  was  proper. 
In  ordinary  cases,  Mr.  F.  said,  he  was  against  a 
motion  of  this  kind  ;  but  this  bill  was  of  such  an 
enormous  character,  that  he  should  advocate  the 
motion  ;  it  ought  rather  to  have  been  entitled  a 
bill  to  tear  up  commerce  and  destroy  agriculture, 
than  to  amend  the  duties  on  imported  articles. 

Mr.  Clav  was  glad  that  gentlemen  would, 
with  whatever  views,  now  vote  on  the  general 
question  ;  but  he  saw  no  cause  for  so  much  excite- 

■  ment  against  the  course  of  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  New  York.  It  was,  to  b^  sure,  unusual; 
It  was  not  one  to  which  he  should  have  advised 
him.     But  it  had  only  been  adopted  to  bring  up 

j  for  discussion  the  general  principle  of  the  bill  a-- 

■  separated  from  its  details.     But,  though  the  course. 
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in  its  form,  was  unusual,  it  was  not  so  very  un- 
usual to  see  gentlemen  make  a  speech  on  one  side 
of  a  question,  and  afterwards  vote  on  the  other. 
He  had  seen  frequent  instances  of  this  in  his  pub- 
lic life.  He  trusted  gentlemen  would  not  rote  in 
favor  of  striking  out.  As  to  the  bill  going  to  tear 
up  commerce,  and  God  knows  what — all  that  be- 
longed to  the  discussion  of  its  merits.  And  if  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia  thought  that 
such  was  its  tendency,  he  should  show  it  by  argu- 
ment rather  than  by  violent  expression.  He  hoped 
to  hear  that  gentleman  (to  whom  he  always  list- 
ened with  interest)  in  answer  to  arguments  in  favor 
of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Martindale  rose,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Steven- 
son, and  observed,  that  he  had  yet  to  learn  that  a 
motion  which  had  been  pronounced  in  order  by 
the  Chair  could,  with  propriety,  be  considered  as 
an  indignity  to  the  Hou'^e,  and  if  not  with  pro- 
priety, in  what  spirit  had  the  remarks  been  made 
upon  It  which  fell  from  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia ?  He  would  not  say  that  those  remarks  of- 
fered an  indignity  to  the  House  ;  but  he  would  say 
that  they  were  not  according  to  the  rules  of  this 
House.  He  had  prefaced  his  motion,  at  the  time 
he  made  it,  with  the  explanatory  remark,  that  the 
bill  contained  general  principles  equally  applicable 
to  one  as  to  another  of  its  items — that  it  was  proper 
these  principles  should  first  be  discussed,  as  other- 
wise their  discussion  would  come  up  under  each 
separate  item,  and  might  be  rej)eated  again  and 
again,  and  it  was  likely  they  would,  since  gentle- 
men had  given  open  warning  that  they  meant  to 
oppose  the  bill,  step  by  step,  and  inch  by  inch. 
Would  this  be  economy  of  lime?  In  making  the 
motion  he  had  submitted,  Mr.  M.said  he  had  taken 
his  own  judgment  alone  for  his  guide,  and  the 
established  rules  of  this  House,  and  he  was  not 
conscious  of  having  offered  to  it  any  indignity. 

Mr.  Steve.nson,  in  reply  to  the  Speaker,  ob- 
served, that,  while  complaining  of  excitement  in 
others,  he  seemed  lo  have  shown  quite  as  much 
himself.  In  answer  to  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  he  disclaimed  all  reflection  on  ihe  motives 
of  that  gentleman.  He  spoke  only  of  the  aspect 
and  bearing  of  his  motion,  in  connexion  with  the 
speech  that  accompanied  it.  He  thought  the 
course  not  only  unusual,  but  disrespectful — inas- 
much as,  by  parliamentary  usage,  the  motion  to 
strike  out  the  enacting  clause  of  a  bill  should  pro- 
ceed from  those  who  are  opposed  lo  its  passage. 

Mr.  Martindale  said,  that  when  he  made  the 
motion,  he  was  not  aware  of  any  understanding 
entered  into  as  to  the  course  of  discussion,  nor  did 
he  think  that  any  such  understanding  could  prop- 
erly exist.  • 

Mr.  Cook  said  that  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia (Mr.  Stevenson)  would  defeat  his  own 
object,  if  he  succeeded  in  obtaining  a  silent  vote 
on  the  motion  to  strike  out,  as  such  a  motion, 
once  passed  upon,  could  not  afterwards  be  repeat- 
ed, and  thus  all  general  discussion  would  be  pre- 
cluded. But  if  he  had  rightly  understood  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  on  his  left,  (Mr.  Barbour,) 
It  was  the  wish  of  members  that  the  general  prin- 


ciples of  the  bill  should  be  discus,sed  in  the  first- 
instance. 

Mr.  P.  P.  Barbour  explained  that  he  did  not 
mean  before  the  items  had  been  gone  through 
with. 

Mr.  Cook  advocated  that  discussion,  in  order 
that  the  general  objects  of  the  bill  might  first  be 
settled.  If  it  was  a  bill  to  advance  the  general 
wealth  and  prosperity  of  the  country  by  a  system 
of  home  protection,  it  would  require  one  kind  of 
discussion  ;  but,  if  it  was  merely  a  revenue  bill,  it 
would  require  quite  another. 

Mr.  McDuFFiE  said  that  there  were  no  general 
principles  that  applied  to  the  whole  bill.  It  was 
a  mass  of  particulars ;  and  different  principles 
were  involved  in  each  of  its  two  hundred  and 
sixty  items.  He,  therefore,  suggested  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  the  propriety  of  with- 
drawing his  motion. 

The  suggestion  not  being  complied  with — 

Mr.  Clay  observed  that  some  experience  in 
legislative  bodies  had  taught  him  that  more  stress 
was  often  laid  upon  the  modes  and  forms  of  doing 
public  business  than  was  at  all  necessary.  If  a 
discussion  of  the  general  principle  was  desired,  it 
might  be  brought  up  on  any  one  of  the  items  of 
the  bill.  It  would  necessarily  come  up  in  a  vari- 
ety of  forms.  It  was,  however,  the  established 
parliamentary  usage  that  a  motion  to  strike  out 
the  enacting  words  (formally  the  first  section)  of 
a  bill  should  precede  the  motions  to  alter  its  sev- 
eral features.  This  was  the  course  lately  pursued 
on  the  bill  for  internal  improvements.  Mr.  C. 
again  defended  the  gentleman  from  New  York. 

Some  farther  conversation  took  place  on  the 
mode  of  proceeding  to  be  observed  in  the  farther 
progress  of  the  debate. 

Mr.  Floyd  made  some  remarks,  which  were 
heard  but  imperfectly. 

Mr.  LiviNGsiTON  protested  against  his  vote  not 
to  strike  out,  being  understood  as  committing  him 
for  the  bill  as  it  stood,  because  he  viewed  it,  in 
its  present  form,  as  pregnant  with  mischief,  but 
thought  it  might,  with  proper  modifications,  be- 
come the  source  of  great  public  blessings. 

Mr.  Hamilton  said  that  he  was  not  so  incor- 
rigible an  infidel,  in  respect  to  the  specific  virtues 
of  the  bill,  as  gentlemen  seemed  to  suppose.  That 
when  he  had  formerly  said  he  should  oppose  it 
inch  by  inch,  he  meant  in  its  then  form  ;  but,  if 
suitably  modified,  he  might  possibly  vole  for  it. 
But  its  friends  seemed  to  wish  to  act  the  part  of 
Dr.  Sangrado,  and  not  only  compel  the  opponents 
to  swallow  the  bill,  but  to  swallow  it  whole, 
without  any  alteration. 

The  question  being  put  on  striking  out  the  first 
section  of  the  bill,  was  decided  in  the  negative, 
14  only  rising  in  its  favor. 

The  question  ihen  recurring  on  Mr.  Brent's 
motion  to  strike  out  the  clause  laying  a  duty  on 
cotton  bagging — 

Mr.  Poinsett  rose  princi-pally  for  the  purpose 
of  corroborating  the  statement  made  by  his  friend 
from  Louisiana,  in  his  argument  to  prove  that  the 
price  of  the  cotton  bagging  was  not  paid  by  the 
consumer.     In  every  market  in  Europe  there  is  a 
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tare  allowed  for  the  bagging,  varying  from  four 
to  five  and  six  per  cent.,  and  a  further  deduction  i 
is  made  for  the  cotton  which  is  frequently  stained 
by  the  bad  quality  of  the   bagging.     It  is  on  this  | 
account  that  the  cotton  bagging   of  Kentucky,  ' 
when  brought  into  the  same  market  with  that  of! 
Dundee  and  Inverness,  always  j-ells  from  50  to  75 
per  cent,  lower.     His  friend   from  Pennsylvania 
(Mr.  Buchanan)  would  readily  perceive,  there-  , 
lore,  that  nothing  short  of  a  prohibitory  duty  will 
effect  the  object  gentlemen  have  in  view.  | 

Mr.  HooEBOOM  objected  to  this  duty,  as  bearing  ; 
unequally  on  a  particular  class  of  the  community,  j 
Those  articles  which  bore  an  ad  valorem  duty 
were  in   the  bill   proposed  to  be  raised  only  from 
20  to  25  per  cent.,  while  on  this  article  of  bagging 
an  increase  of  duty  of  from  60  per  cent,  was  in-  j 
tended  on  that  formerly  laid.     The  chairman  of , 
the  Committee  on  Manufactures  confessed  that  i 
the  duty  would  be  prohibitory.     The  honorable 
Speaker  said  it  would  only  produce  a  competition  ' 
between  the  American  manufacturer  and  those  of 
Inverness  and  Dundee.     On  that  competition  he 
wished    to  submit  a  few  remarks.     Those  two 
.small  Scotch  towns  were  situated  in  a  high  North- 
ern latitude,  (one  in  57°,  the  other  in  5S'',  N.,)  in  ' 
a  poor  and  cold  country.     In  order  to  procure  the 
material  for    this    cotton   bagging,   (there  called 
?iemp  sackin//,)  they  had   to  send    up  the  Baltic,  ' 
about  twelve  hundred  miles,  to  Dantzic,  and  bring 
it  to  Inverness.    All  the  fuel  they  used  was  brought 
from  London   and  Liverpool.     All  the  food  they  i 
ate  they  bought.     They  were  at  great  expense  to 
get  the  article;  for,  having  nothmg  to  send  out  ' 
in  exchange,  their  vessels  went  up  the  Baltic  in  ' 
ballast,  and  had  to  pay  Sound  duties  at  Elsineur.  ! 
They  were  at  great  expense  in  sending  out  the  | 
manufactured  article  to  this  country,  for  it  was  i 
bulky  j  they   paid  freight,  commission,  and  insu- 
rance.'  And  with  all  these  charges  on  the  article 
from  its  origin,  and  the  duties  added  on  its  impor-  ; 
lation,  they  entered  the  market  with  the  manu- 
facturer of  the  West,  who  raised  the  material  at 
his  own  door,  and  lived  in  a  country  where  pro- 
visions were  cheap  and  abundant,  and  yet  they 
undersell  him.     How  could  this  be  ?     What  was 
the  explanation  of  a  fact  so  extraordinary  ?     It 
was,  ^ir.  H.  .said,  to  be  found   in   this — that  the 
weavers  of  Inverness  and  Dundee  worked  with  a  [ 
degree  of  application   that  was   unparalleled  for 
sixteen  hours  a  day — that  is,  one-fourth  more  per 
day  than  the  laborer  of  the  West,  and  two-thirds 
of  the  value  of  the  coarse  article  they  made  lay  in 
the  labor  they  bestowed  on  it.     Putting  its  value 
at  30  cents  a  yard,  20  cents  of  this  price  was  pure- 
ly the  eflfect  of  labor;  now,  one-fourth  of  20  cents 
is  5  cents;  so  that  their  extra  labor,  beyond  the 
workman  in  this  country,  was  equal  to  5  cents  a  | 
yard  on  all  the  bagging  they  manufactured.    This 
was  the  whole  secret.     The  Kentucky  manufac- 
turer will  not  work  so  hard  as  the  Scotch  manu- 
facturer; and  shall  we  for  this,  said  Mr.  H.,  lay 
a  lax  on  our  farmers?     1  spurn  at  it.     I  will  act 
for  the  whole  of  my  country — I  will  give  to  all 
alike — for  this  I  came  here,  and  in  this  course  I 
hope  1  shall  ever  be  found.    The  honorable  Speak- 


er, in  bis  zeal  for  the  manufactures  of  his  Slate, 
forgot  the  line  which  says — 

"  Help  me  to  look  at  others'  woes.*' 

Mr.  H.  further  said,  that  he  should  not  have 
risen  had  a  single  man  from  the  northern  part  of 
his  own  State  spoken  on  any  but  one  side  of  thii 
question.  He  contended  that  the  duty  was  not 
paid  by  the  consumer,  but  by  the  grower  of  cotton  ; 
and  if  gentlemen  meant  to  lay  a  duty  on  the  cot- 
ton growers  of  the  South,  let  them  come  out  and 
say  so  at  once.  Was  the  cotton  trade  an  unprofit- 
able one  to  the  United  States  ?  On  the  contrary, 
there  was  no  branch  of  its  trade  more  profitable. 
Yet  he  was  not  opposed  to  the  whole  bill.  Some 
of  its  features  he  highly  apj)roved.  But  he  was  a 
decided  enemy  to  this  duty  on  cotton  bagging. 

Mr.  Burton  said,  that  from  the  account  given 
by  the  honorable  Speaker,  of  the  manufacture  of 
this  article  in  the  West,  it  appeared  that  little  or 
DO  capital  was  needed  to  carry  it  on.  Much  of 
it  is  performed  by  children,  and  living  is  low. 
Yet  the  Scotch  article  is  furni>hed  cheaper  than 
the  American.  The  reason  Mr.  B.  stated  to  be 
in  the  dense  population  of  Scotland,  where  every 
branch  of  labor  was  fully  occupied,  and  its  price 

diminished  to  about  sixpence  or  a  shilling  a  day 

while  in  the  west  of  our  country  it  was  forty  or 
fifty  cents.  Mr.  B.  asked  if  it  was  just  that  all 
the  rest  of  the  Union  should  be  taxed  to  make  up 
this  diflerence  in  the  price  of  labor  between  Scot- 
land and  Kentucky?  He  knew  that  State  was 
under  great  embarrassments  at  present,  but  she 
would  soon  get  relief.  She  Ix'gan  to  export  much 
tobacco  in  addition  to  her  hogs  and  horses.  Yet 
the  restless  spirit  to  which  the  Speaker  had  with 
truth  alluded,  urged  them  to  seek  to  bring  a  new 
article  into  the  market ;  and  they  say  to  the  peo- 
ple of  tlie  South,  '"do  you  be  so  good  as  to  be  at 
the  whole  expense  of  our  bringing  this  new  article 
into  market."  Instead  of  this,  they  would  do  bet- 
ter to  attend  to  the  raising  of  j>^ojtlf.  Judging 
from  the  specimens  on  this  floor,  they  would  excel 
in  that  branch  of  domestic  manufacture.  The 
staple  articles  of  export  from  North  Carolina 
used  to  be  pork  and  bacon,  which  they  carried 
into  Virginia;  but  Kentucky  had,  in  a  great 
measure,  superseded  this  trade  by  underselling 
Carolina.  She  had  lost  the  market,  and  wai 
driven  to  the  growing  of  cotton.  How  would 
the  West  like  it  if  Carolina  should  ask  Congres* 
to  make  up  to  her  the  diflerence  between  the 
sterile  and  worn  out  soil  of  Carolina,  and  the 
fresh  and  fertile  fields  of  Kentucky  ?  Yet  such  a 
request  would  be  as  reasonable  as  that  now  urged 
by  Kentucky. 

Mr.  Owen,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Tri.mble'h  remark, 
some  days  since,  upon  the  weight  of  bagging  be- 
ing included  in  that  of  the  bale  of  cotton,  and 
sold  as  cotton,  produced  a  calculation  to  show 
that,  in  Liverpool,  (the  ultimate  market,  by  which 
the  price  of  cotton  was  regulated,)  a  deduction  in 
weight  was  made  for  the  bagging  and  the  bale 
rope  of  three  per  cent,  on  uplands,  by  which  a  bale 
of  3G0  lbs.  lost  11^  lbs.;  Louisiana  cotton  lost 
18^  lbs.,  and  Havre  de  Grace  25  lbs. — much  more 
than  twice  the  price  of  the  bagging. 
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Mr.  Trimble,  Id  reply,  said,  that  this  loss  fell 
on  the  foreign  consumer,  the  various  charges  be- 
ing eventually  added  to  the  price  of  the  article; 
so  that,  in  the  end,  the  bagging  and  cotton  going 
in  together  to  make  up  that  price,  tJie  bagging  did 
sell  as  cotton.  If  it  cost  the  planter  less  than  cot- 
ton, he  gained  by  it;  if  more,  he  lost.  Mr.  T. 
illustrated  his  position  by  comparing  the  tare  and 
transportation  on  cotton  with  those  on  tobacco, 
and  concluded  by  inquiring  whether  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  (Mr.  Hogeboo.m)  m<ant  to 
advocate  such  a  form  of  the  tarifl'as  would  com- 
pel the  people  of  Kentucky  to  work  like  beasts  of 
burden  sixteen  hours  a  day  ?  Was  this  the  equality 
he  spoke  of  ?  He  said  he  would  protect  iron  and 
wood,  but  not  bag2;ing.  Let  the  iron  forgers  work 
sixteen  hours  a  day,  and  let  the  sheep  eat  sixteen 
hours  a  day,  and  they  would  need  no  more  pro- 
tection than  the  manufacturers  of  bagging. — 
Surely,  seven  large  States  could  raise  hemp 
enougii,  and  manufacture  it  too,  to  supply  five 
comparatively  small  Stales.  He  protested  against 
making  the  i>eople  of  the  United  States  beasts  of 
burden. 

Mr.  HoGEBOOM,  in  reply,  said,  that  according 
to  the  gentleman's  own  illustration  from  tobacco, 
the  question  resolved  itself  into  this — whether  it 
was  better  to  go  to  a  market  where,  on  a  hogs- 
head of  tobacco  worth  S150,  tare  was  deducted, 
than  to  take  it  to  another  market  where  the  same 
hogshead  brought  S150  without  any  tare  being 
deducted  at  all. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Livingston,  the  Committee 
then  rose,  and  the  House  adjourned. 


Wedne.sday,  February  25. 

Mr.  WiLLiA.Ms,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  on  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  James  Johnson,"  reported  the  .same  with- 
out amendment,  and  it  was  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Alexander  Smyth  made  a  report  on  the 
Message  of  the  Pre>ident  of  the  United  States, 
transmitting  a  statement  prepared  by  William 
Lambert,  explanatory  of  his  a>tronomical  obser- 
vations and  calculations,  made  with  a  view  to 
establish  the  longitude  of  the  Capitol;  which  re- 
port was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  from  the  committee 
appointed  on  the  memorial  of  the  Columbia  In- 
stitute, made  a  report  thereon,  accompanied  by  a 
bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  said  Institute;  which  bill 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution 
laid  on  the  table  by  Mr.  Wright,  on  the  17ih 
lustant,  and,  being  read,  was  agreed  to: 

Ordtnd,  That  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands  upon  the  subject  of  the  robbery 
of  the  land  office  at  Vandalia,  in  the  State  of  In- 
diana, be  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  for 
therelief  of  the  assignees  and  legal  representatives 
of  John  H.  Piatt,  deceased. 


Mr.  Bailey,  oflered  the  following: 

Resulted,  That  the  Committee  of  Electiona,  to  which 
were  referred  several  papera  respecting-  the  right  of 
the  member  returned  from  Norfolk  district,  in  Masaa- 
cbuaetta.to  his  seat  in  this  Houae,  be  instructed  to  re* 
port  whether  any  other  members,  returned  to  this 
House,  were  not,  at  the  time  of  their  election,  inhabi- 
tants of  the  States  from  which  they  were  respectively 
returned,  with  the  facta  of  the  cases,  and  their  opinion 
thereon  ;  and  that  the  committee  have  powers  to  send 
for  persons  and  papers. 

Mr.  Bailey  supported  his  resolution,  and  ob- 
jected to  the  principle  that  mere  living  in  a  place 
constituted  inhabitancy,  in  the  sense  of  the  Con- 
stitution, and  showed  that,  if  admitted,  it  would 
apply  to  foreign  Ministers,  and  would  exclude  sit- 
ting members  of  this  House;  and  he  quoted  prece- 
dents. 

Mr.  Sloane  replied  to  Mr.  Bailey,  and  oppo- 
sed the  propriety  of  the  resolution,  inasmuch  am 
the  House  was  already  in  possession  of  sufficient 
information  on  the  subject. 

After  some  farther  observations  from  Mr.  Bai- 
ley and  Mr.  For.syth,  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jennings,  the  Committee  oa 
the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  whether 
any,  and,  if  any,  what  further  legislative  provision 
may  be  necessary  to  secure  the  accountability  to 
the  Treasury,  ol^  the  clerks  and  marshals  of  the 
circuit  and  district  courts,  for  fines  and  forfeitures 
which  may  accrue  to  the  United  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sibley,  the  Committee  oa 
Agriculture  were  instructed  to  inquire  if  an  in- 
crease of  the  duly,  now  established  by  law,  on  any 
article  of  foreign  growth  or  manufacture,  will  be 
for  the  interest  of  the  agriculturist,  and,  if  there  be 
any  such  article,  to  name  the  same,  together  with 
the  additional  amount  of  duty  which  they  deem 
beneficial  to  the  agricultural  interest. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stewart,  the  Committee  of 
Claims  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  exjjedi- 
ency  of  granting  to  Colonel  Rees  Hill  a  just  com- 
pensation for  certain  expenditures  by  him  incurred, 
in  furnishing  supplies,  &c.,  for  the  regiment  of 
militia  under  his  command,  on  the  northern  fron- 
tier, during  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  McKean  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Pensions  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  justice  and 
propriety  of  so  altering  and  amending  the  act  of  the 
18lh  of  March,  1818,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for 
certain  persons  engaged  in  the  land  and  naval  service 
of  the  United  States  in  the  Revolutionary  war,"  and 
the  fieveral  additional  and  supplementary  acts  thereto, 
passed  May  let,  1820,  and  March  3d,  1823,  fo  that 
the  provisions  of  the  aforesaid  act  of  the  18th  of  March, 
1818,  shall  be  extended,  generally,  and  without  dis- 
tinction, to  all  and  each  of  the  surviving  "commis- 
sioned and  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians,  pri- 
vate soldiers,  and  all  otficers  in  the  hospital  depart- 
ment and  medical  staff,  who  served  faithfully  ib  the 
war  of  the  Revolution,  for  the  term  of  nine  months,  or 
more,  at  one  period  of  the  war  ;"  and,  also,  to  every 
commissioned  officer,  mariner,  or  marine,  who  served 
at  the  snme.  and  for  a  like  term,  in  the  naval  tervicd 
of  the  United  States,  without  having  reference  or  re- 
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gard  to  the  amount  of  the  property  possessed  by  any 
such  individual,  and  also,  without  regard  to  any  par- 
ticular description  of  troops  in  which  auch  person  may 
have  served. 

The  resolution  being  read,  the  question  was  put, 
"Will  the  House  consider  the  same  ?"  and  was  de- 
terrained  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Little,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  increasing  the  per  diem  allowance 
of  jurors  attending  the  several  district  courts. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Henry,  the  Committee  on 
Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims  were  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  placing  Lar- 
kin  N.  Akers,  (a  soldier  who  was  wounded  in  the 
head,  in  Dudley's  defeat,  during  the  late  war,  and 
has  from  that  cause  been  afflicted  with  paroxysms 
of  epilepsy,)  upon  the  pension  list. 

Mr.  Richardson,  off  Michigan,  moved  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  : 

Rasolvedy  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be 
inslructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establish- 
ing a  district  court  of  the  United  States  in  the  Terri- 
tory of  Michigan. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  tabic. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Forsyth,  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Aflfairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  providing  by  law  that  all  persons 
who  shall  voluntarily  engage  to  serve  in  the  Navy 
six  months,  during  peace,  and  twelve  months  du- 
ring war,  shall  be  exempted  from  all  militia  duty, 
except  when  in  cases  of  great  public  danger  the 
levy  in  mass  shall  be  ordered — collectors  of  the    which  will  give  them  a  knowledge  of  all  classes 


customs,  on  receiving  the  names  and  description 
of  the  persons  making  the  engagement,  to  register 
the  same,  giving  to  each  person  so  registered,  a 
certificate  of  registry,  setting  forth  his  name,  age, 
place  of  nativity,  height,  complexion,  and  general 
description.  Every  master  of  a  merchant  vessel, 
whether  engaged  in  the  coasting  or  foreign  trade, 
tospecify  in  his  shipping  articles,  in  an  appropriate 
column,  opposite  to  each  person's  name,  such  as  did 
or  did  not,  on  signing  the  articles,  produce  certifi- 
cates of  registry.  Every  master  ofa  merchant  vessel, 
whether  engaged  in  the  coasting  or  foreign  trade, 
to  deposite  in  the  ofl5ce  of  the  collector,  at  every 
port  in  the  United  Slates,  from  which  he  may 
clear  or  enter  his  vessel,  a  certified  copy  of  his 
shipping  articles.  The  collector  of  the  customs 
to  transmit,  quarter  yearly,  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  the  names  and  quality  of  persons  belong- 
ing to  vessels  entering  or  clearing  at  the  custom- 
house, within  the  quarter,  designating  those  who 
enrol  themselves,  from  those  who  do  not.  When- 
ever the  service  is  required  by  Government,  the 
persons  to  perform  it,  to  be  ascertained  by  lot ;  no 
person  to  perform  two  tours  of  duty,  till  all  those 
who  are  liable  to  serve,  and  are  within  reach  of 
the  (Government,  shall  have  served  their  lour. 
Persons  in  the  public  service,  to  be  liable  to  all  the 
discipline  of  the  Navy,  to  have  the  same  pay  and 
rations  as  if  regularly  enlisted,  the  same  pensions, 
if  disabled  while  in  the  public  service,  and  the 
same  prize  money;  to  be  punctually  discharged 
when  the  time  of  service  shall  expire,  and,  if  un- 
avoidably detained,  to  receive  as  a  compensation, 


twenty-five  per  cent,  in  addition  to  their  pay,  for 
the  surplus  time.  After  eighteen  months  from  the 
date  01  the  act,  no  person  to  be  considered  as  a 
destitute  American  seaman  in  foreign  countries, 
and  as  such  entitled  to  relief  under  the  act  or  acts 
of  Congress,  who  shall  not  have  enrolled  himself 
to  serve  in  the  Navy  as  aforesaid.  That  authority 
be  given  to  Government  to  take  apprentices,  native 
boys,  not  less  than  twelve,  nor  more  than  fourteen 
years  old,  to  serve  in  the  Navy  seven  years,  the 
number,  annually,  to  be  one  to  every  two  guns 
mounted  on  board  ships  in  commission  ;  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  provide  a  schoolmaster  for  every 
national  vessel  of  not  less  than  twelve  guns,  to 
leach  the  apprentices  reading,  writing,  and  cypher- 
ing, and  such  other  branches  of  learning,  as  their 
capacities  may  indicate;  to  find  them  food  and 
clothes,  and,  after  the  expiration  of  the  fifth  year, 
10  allow  them  two  dollars  per  month  ;  at  the  ex- 
piration of  the  seventh  year,  to  give  them  a  full 
suit  of  clothes,  and,  if  meritorious,  a  certificate  of 
good  behaviour,  and  a  sum  of  money  not  exceed- 
ing twenty  dollars ;  the  most  promising  may  be 
selected  during  apprenticeship  and  promoted  to 
midshipmen,  master's  mate,  or  any  other  inferior 
grade  of  office;  if  promoted  to  midshipmen  or 
master's  mates,  then  their  indenture  to  cease  from 
the  day  of  their  promotion  ;  a  roll  to  be  kept  in 
the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  of  all  ap- 
prentices, showing  their  a^e,  nativity,  and  date  of 
their  indentures;  apprentices  transferable  from 
ship  to  shin,  as  the  good  of  the  service  may  require, 


of  ships;  that  merchant  vessels  shall  take  appren- 
tices: vessels  of  100  tons,  one  ;  200  to  300  tons, 
two  ;  of  400  to  600  tons,  three  ;  of  700  tons,  four ; 
<tc.  &c. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Metcalfe,  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  making  an  appropriation  for 
the  payment  of  Philemon  Thomas,  Benjamin  P. 
Thomas,  and  Lewis  Craig,  for  services  rendered 
in  taking  Fort  Baton  Rouge,  in  1810,and  for  losses 
sustained  by  them  in  effecting  that  object. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Livingston,  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  propriety  of  making  provision  by  law  for 
the  making  roads,  lertes,  and  other  such  works  on 
the  lands  of  the  United  States,  in  the  State  of 
Louisiana,  as  would  be  required  if  such  lands  were 
in  the  hands  of  individuals. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Breck,  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Pensions  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  altering  the  times  appointed 
by  law  for  the  payment  of  pensions. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McCai.l.  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a 
mail  route  from  the  Creek  Agency  in  the  State  of 
Georgia,  passing  by  Fort  Gaines,  to  the  new  scat 
of  government  in  the  Territory  of  Florida. 

The  Si'EAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  commu- 
nication from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  ac- 
companied by  a  report  from  the  Commissioner  of 
the  General  Land  Office,  respecting  the  construc- 
tion givcQ  to  the  act  of  1821,  for  the  relief  of  pur- 
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chasers  of  public  lands,  as  relates  to  the  compen- 
sation of  registers  and  receivers  of  the  land  offices, 
made  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  House, 
of  the  llth  instant;  which  communication  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lanus. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to 
regulate  the  surveying  of  public  and  private  lands 
in  the  southern  part  of  Alabama,''  was  read  the 
third  time  and  pas>ed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  pa'>sed  the  bill  of  this  Hou^e, 
enliileil  '*An  act  to  repeal  in  part  an  act,  entitled 
'An  act  to  lessen  the  compensation  of  marshals, 
clerks,  and  attorneys,  m  the  cases  therein  men- 
tioned," witii  amendments.  The  Senate  have 
also  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary 
to  'An  act  to  perfect  certain  locations  and  sales 
of  the  public  lands  iu  Missouri,"  passed  April  26ih, 
1822,'*  in  which  amendments,  and  bill  last  men- 
tioned, they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  bill  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  repeal  in  part  an  act,  en- 
titled "An  act  to  lessen  the  com|>ensation  for 
marshals,  clerks,  and  attorneys,  in  the  cases  therein 
mentioned,"  were  read  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  on  the  bill 
to  amend  the  several  acts  for  laying  duties  on 
imports. 

And  the  question  still  being  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Bhent  to  strike  out  the  clause  of  the  bill  lay- 
ing a  duty  of  six  cents  a  yard  on  cotton  bagging, 
the  debate  was  renewed,  and  it  continued  with 
unceasing  ardor  till  past  four  o^clock. 

The  debate  was  opened  by  a  speech  from  Mr. 
Livingston,  of  Louisiana,  (on  whose  motion  the 
Committee  had  ri.sen  the  evening  previous.)  Pro- 
fessing himself  decidedly  friendly  to  the  encour- 
agement of  domestic  manufactures,  he  addressed 
himself,  as  a  friend,  to  the  friends  of  that  measure ; 
and  urged,  as  a  general  principle,  the  propriety  of 
extending  legislative  encouragement  only  to  such 
manufactures  as  there  was  a  reasonable  prospect 
would  flourish  if  protected.  Cotton  bagging,  he 
contended,  was  not  one  of  these.  It  was  the  very 
last  that  needed  it,  for  it  required,  as  had  been  ad- 
mitted by  its  friends,  little  capital  or  machinery, 
and  the  hands  employed  in  it  could  easily  be 
turned  to  another  occupation.  To  these  features 
he  would  add  another.  The  raw  material  con- 
cerned was  not,  and  never  could  be,  raised  in 
abundance  and  of  good  quality  in  this  country. 
The  proof  of  this  was  to  be  found  in  the  fact,  that 
a  protecting  duty,  gradually  raised,  since  1790, 
from  §10  to  $20,  to  §30,  and  now  to  §40,  per  ton, 
(100  per  cent,  beyond  the  price  of  the  article  it- 
self, in  Russia.)  had  proved  insufficient  to  pro- 
duce it.  We  had  manufactures  in  this  country, 
the  nialtrial  of  which  was  hemp,  they  were  fioui- 
ishing,  and  yet,  such  was  the  inferiority  of  the 
American  article,  that  they  pref'.  rred  to  pay  this 
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enormous  duty  to  makioz  any  use  of  it.    If  asked 

for  the  reason  of  this  inferiority,  he  could  not  ex- 
plain it;  gentlemen  tell  us  it  is  in  the  manner  of 
rotting  it ;  he  doubled  the  fact — but,  be  that  as  it 
might,  good  hemp  was  not  made. 

Mr.  L.  in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  complained 
that  a  duty  should  be  laid  on  all  the  cotton  grow- 
ing States,  not  for  the  good  of  the  whole  Union. 
but  ofa  single  State;  fur  the  manufacture  existed 
in  Kentucky  alone.  He  doubted  that  the  duty,  if 
laid,  would  prove  any  material  benefit,  even  to 
the  Kentucky  manufacturers,  because  the  article 
they  made  was  so  inferior,  that  the  foreign  would 
still  be  used  in  preference.  Mr.  L.  quoted  a  price 
current  of  1822,  to  prove  that  when  the  price  of 
the  imported  bagging  was  45  to  50  cents,  that  of 
the  home  made  was  only  25 ;  there  was  always  a 
difference  of  at  least  10  cents  a  yard.  The  Ken- 
tucky bagging  was  not  so  strong,  and  it  stained 
and  injured  the  cotton.  Gentlemen,  indeed,  tell 
us  it  iC'dl  be  made  better,  and  lo  produce  this,  they 
would  exclude  the  foreign  article  altogether — 
strange,  that,  when  all  competition  was  removed, 
the  article  should  improve,  in  proportion  as  ail  in- 
ducement to  improve  it  was  taken  away.  If  it 
could  have  been  made  better,  it  would  have  been, 
long  ago.  As  to  the  prohibitory  duty's  keeping 
money  in  the  country,  Mr.  L.  said,  the  Dundee 
manufacturer  had  only  to  remove  to  New  York, 
carry  on  his  factory  t;ll  he  had  made  a  fortune, 
and  then  retire  to  the  banks  of  the  Tweed,  and 
what  would  this  country  gain?  He  entreated 
cenilemen  not  to  identify  this  duty  with  the  bill, 
and  vote  for  it  on  party  principles  against  the  op- 
posers  of  the  bill.  They  might  approve  and  vote 
for  the  bill,  and  yet  strike  this  out  as  pernicious. 

Mr.  Shahpe,  of  New  York,  then  rose,  and  said, 
that  he  would  be  the  la^t  man  on  that  floor,  to 
cramp  the  commercial  interests  of  this  country ; 
but  agriculture  and  manufactures  went  hand  m 
hand  with  commerce,  and  unless  they  were  fos- 
tered, that  must  soon  peri^b.  Mr.  S.  said  he  must 
look  at  things  as  they  had  been,  and  as  they  now 
were.  He  described  the  flourishing  stale  of  these 
interests  while  the  calamities  of  Europe  continued, 
and  their  sudden  depression  at  the  restoration  of 
peace.  The  fostering  of  similar  interests  at  home 
Ly  the  European  Powers,  left  us  without  a  market 
for  our  products.  The  farmer  hung  his  harp  upon 
the  willow,  and  the  merchant  began  to  turn  his 
capital  to  manufactures.  But,  while  Europe  shut 
out  our  breadsiuffs,  we  continued  lo  import  her 
manufactures — the  country  was  perfectly  inun- 
dated by  them,  and  drained  of  its  last  dollar  to 
pay  for  them.  The  precious  metals  disappeared, 
and  we  supplied  their  place  by  lampblack  and 
rags.  The  country  was  as  completely  inundated 
with  paper  money  as  with  British  goods. 

Yet  we  are  told — let  agriculture  alone,  it  will 
regulate  itself;  let  commerce  alone,  it  will  regu- 
late itself;  let  manufactQres  alone,  they  wiil 
regulate  tiiemselves.  What  were  gentlemen  sent 
here  for  ?  to  let  agriculture,  commerce,  and  man- 
ufactures alone  ? — to  let  them  alone,  till,  having 
lan:;uishtd  aud  died,  thty  had  regulated  them- 
selves !     Would  genilerii'.a  tell  their  constituents 
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that  they  had  rather  read  their  petitions,  and  then 
let  them  alone  to  regulate  themselves? 

Mr.  S.  then  slated  the  question,  as  now  before 
the  Committee;  said  the  South  was  the  last  part 
of  the  Union  that  should  complain,  having  pro- 
tecting duties  on  cotton  and  sugar,  and  asked 
whether  it  was  not  a  stain  on  the  American  char- 
acter that  a  country  that  raises  the  finest  cotton 
on  the  face  of  the  globe,  should  be  dependent  on 
two  little  Scotch  towns  for  a  bag  to  put  it  in  ? 
Was  this  the  result  of  prejudice? — if  so,  how 
different  a  prejudice  was  it  from  that  which  our 
fathers  felt,  when  they  brought  away  even  their 
dwellings  with  them — dwellings,  some  of  which 
stand  at  this  day,  as  monuments  of  the  sort  of 
prejudice  that  then  prevailed. 

It  was  said  this  was  a  war  between  Louisiana 
and  Kentucky — a  new  scheme  of  the  Webt. 
[Here  Mr.  Cambreleng  rose,  and  denied  having 
used  that  expression.]  Mr.  S.  said  that  other 
States,  besides  Kentucky,  were  concerned,  and 
would  gladly  enter  into  the  manufacture,  if  pro- 
tected. He  then  stated  the  nature  of  the  trade  of 
Kentucky,  dwelt  on  her  entire  dependence  on  the 
Southern  States  for  a  market,  and  urged  this  as 
ap  argument  in  favor  of  a  protection  for  this 
branch  of  her  industry.  Mr.  S.  greatly  doubted 
what  was  advanced  about  our  inability  to  make 
this  article ;  he  never  could  bring  his  mind  to  be- 
lieve that  it  was  beyond  the  utmost  reach  of  Ame- 
rican ingenuity  and  enterprise  to  make  a  bag.  As 
to  its  staining  the  cotton,  that  was  a  complaint 
never  heard  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic  ;  he  rather 
thought  the  stain  was  felt  to  be  on  the  Scotch 
character  and  interest,  and  hence  the  complaints. 
He  did  not  believe  the  addition  of  three  cents  to 
the  present  duty  would  amount  to  a  prohibition; 
but  if  it  did,  some  small  sacrifice  ought  to  be  sub- 
mitted to  for  the  good  of  other  parts  of  the  Union. 
On  this  principle  he  had  voted  for  the  duty  on 
foreign  s])iriL5,  because  he  thought  Connecticut 
should  submit  to  that  sacrifice.  She  would  have 
an  equivalent  in  the  duty  on  straw  Irats.  So  in 
this  article,  the  number  of  yards  imported  might 
be  diminished;  but  the  manufactures  of  the  coun- 
try would  be  benefited,  and  ultimately  the  price 
to  the  planter  reduced  rather  than  augmented. 

Mr.  S.  insisted  that  to  the  planter  the  merchant 
who  buys  his  cotton  for  exportation  is  in  fact  the 
consumer;  he  allows  only  two  pounds  tare  on  a 
bale ;  all  the  rest  of  the  weight  of  the  bag  is  sold 
as  cotton.  Whereas  the  farmer  is  forced  to  allow 
the  full  tare  of  his  tobacco  hogshead  or  flour  bar- 
rel. Mr.  S.  quoted  a  Louisiana  price  current  of 
last  mouth,  to  show  that  while  the  foreign  article 
is  bringing  from  24  to  26  cents,  the  home-made 
brings  from  18  to  19 — a  very  different  proportion 
from  that  quoted  by  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana. 

The  precious  metah  were  so  plenty  in  England 
that  the  Bank  of  England  sends  them  to  the  coun- 
try banks,  free  of  expense,  and  lends  to  farmers, 
on  bond  and  mortgage,  at  4  per  cent. ;  dollars  were 
under  par  6  or  S  per  cent.  While  here  the  pre- 
cious metals  have  almost  disappeared, and  farmers 
cannot  get  loans  at  any  rate  of  interest.  Yet  we 
are  told,  let  things  aloiie. 


In  conclusion,  Mr.  S.  said  that  it  was  urged, 
that,  if  we  lay  this  duty,  England  will  cease  to 
take  our  cotton  ;  he  was  under  no  such  apprehen- 
sion. Even  our  duty  on  coarse  cottons  themselves 
had  produced  no  such  effect.  England  never  took 
a  pound  of  our  cotton  out  of  favor ;  nor  will  she 
for  a  moment,  if  she  can  get  either  better  or  cheap- 
er. She  will  serve  that  as  she  has  done  our  bread- 
stuffs,  the  moment  s!ie  can  ;  but  it  was  not  a 
threepenny  duty  on  a  bag  that  will  produce  such 
a  result. 

Mr.  Livingston  replied,  and  thought  it  was  not 
treating  the  understandings  of  gentlemen  with 
respect,  to  urge  that  the  three  cent  duty  on  cotton 
was  a  protection,  when,  instead  of  importing,  we 
largely  exported  the  article.  Let  the  duty  be  re- 
pealed, instantly,  no  cotton-grower  would  com- 
plain. He  admitted  that  the  duty  on  sugar  did, 
in  some  degree,  protect  that  article ;  but  it  was 
laid  with  such  intent,  and  would  have  been  laid 
for  revenue,  had  Louisiana  not  made  a  single 
pound  of  sugar.  As  to  the  manufacturers  of  the 
North  taking  the  Southern  cotton,  would  they 
take  it  if  they  could  get  it  as  cheap  elsewhere? 
England,  then,  acted  as  they  did.  But  the  gen- 
tleman .says  there  is  no  danger  of  her  ceasing  to 
take  our  cotton,  even  though  we  cease  to  receive 
her  manufactures.  But  did  not  the  gentleman 
from  Connecticut  (Mr.  Tomli.nsion)  stale  to  the 
House  tlial  the  Connecticut  merchant  takes  the 
West  India  rum  at  a  dead  loss  for  the  sake  of  the 
profit  of  the  outward  cargo  ?  And  the  same  prin- 
ciple might  induce  England  to  lake  our  cotton. 
^Vllhd^aw  the  inducement,  and  she  ceases  lo 
take  it. 

Mr.  L.  reiterated  his  question,  why  was  not 
good  hemp  raised  here,  if  it  could  be  raised  1  A 
duly  of  iJ40  a  ton,  and  a  difference  in  price  of 
SIO  more,  luadc,  together,  a  bounty  of  §80  a  ton 
to  the  American  hemp  grower  over  the  hemp 
grower  of  Russia.  Were  the  people  of  Orange 
county  mad  or  blind  ?  They  must  be  one  or  the 
other,  if,  with  such  a  bounty,  they  did  not  raise 
the  article.  The  manufacturer  refused  to  take 
our  hemp,  and  now,  to  aid  manufactures,  you  pro- 
pose lo  increase  the  duty  on  Ibreign.  Very  extra- 
ordinary. Gentlemen  say  lay  ihe  duty,  and  the 
hemp  will  be  better.  He  believed  no  such  thing  ; 
but  that  It  would  rather  grow  worse.  A«  to  the 
argument  from  the  reduced  price  of  coarse  cot- 
tons, the  fact  was  true,  but  the  inference  false; 
because  thai  was  an  article  the  very  reverse  of 
this.  There,  the  material  was  abundant,  and  of 
the  best  quality,  and  almost  the  whole  value  of 
the  manufactured  article  was  derived  from  ma- 
chinery ;  here,  the  material  was  acknowledged  to 
be  bad.  and  the  manufacture  employed  no  ma- 
chinery at  all. 

Mr.  Shakhe  explained.  He  did  not  complain 
of  the  duty  on  sugar;  but  only  urged  it  to  show, 
.hat,  above  all  other  States,  Louisiana  should  not 
complain.  When  she  sent  two  hundred  hogs- 
iicads  of  sugar  to  the  North,  the  protecting  duties 
on  that  quantity  amounted  to  six  thousand  dol- 
lars, over  and  above  the  price  that  would  other- 
wise have  been   paid.     As  to  the  bad  quality  of 
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the  hemp,  it  arose  from  not  being  water  rotted, 
and  he  had  heard  a  Southern  gentleman  say  that 
there  was  not  water  enough  in  Kentucky  to  rot  it. 
If  so,  he  wished  to  supply,  from  elsewnere,  both 
water  and  hemp. 

Mr.  LiviNoaTON  resumed.  The  gentleman 
says  they  can  make  good  hemp  in  New  York.  I 
again  ask  him,  "Whv  don't  you  then?"  For 
want  of  a  market?  No.  There  are  flourishing 
manufactories  of  sail  duck  and  cordage  at  your 
very  door.  Why  don't  you  take  it  to  Patterson? 
Because  the  people  at  Patterson  won't  take  your 
hemp. 

As  to  the  duty  on  sugar — there  are,  in  Lou- 
isiana, perhaps  two  hundred  persons  who  make 
sugar;  and  because  these  two  hundred  persons 
receive  a  bepefit  from  a  general  law  of  the  whole 
Union,  must  therefore  all  the  other  inhabitants  of 
Louisiana  be  taxed  for  the  benefit  of  Kentucky? 
Shall  1  sacrifice  ninety-nine  of  my  constituents 
because  one  is  benefited?  Away  with  such  argu- 
ments! 

The  gentleman  has  produced  a  late  paper  to 
show  that  the  home  bagging  is  now  within  six 
cents  of  the  foreign,  in  the  New  Orleans  market. 
I  will  explain  this.  The  planters  have  all  got 
their  supply,  long  since,  and  the  price  is  now 
merely  nominal.  But  why  any  difference?  It  is 
from  prejudice,  they  tell  us.  Why,  sir.  we  know 
no  more  of  the  Scotchmen  at  Inverness,  than  that 
gentleman  knows  about  the  Chinese;  nor,  much 
as  we  may  love  Scotchmen,  are  we  willing,  out 
of  love,  to  give  them  from  six  to  ten  cents  a  yard 
more  on  the  bagging  they  send  us.  As  to  the 
planter  deducting  only  two  pounds  fare  on  a  bale 
of  cotton,  when  he  sells  it  to  the  merchant — sup- 
pose he  deducted  none  at  all,  and  sold  every  ounce 
of  bagging  and  bale  rope  as  cotton,  does  not  the 
merchant,  who  knows  that  he  shall  have  to  de- 
duct the  whole  tare  at  Liverpool,  allow  for  this, 
think  you,  in  the  price  he  gives  the  planter  ? 

Mr.  L.  again  deprecated  so  great  and  sudden  a 
change  in  our  internal  policy,  as  the  bill,  unless 
modified,  would  produce.  Shall  we,  said  he,  be- 
cause a  rock  lies  many  miles  ahead,  put  the  ship 
about  with  all  standing  1  No.  Let  us  take  time 
to  clew  up  some  of  our  sails  first. 

Money  may  be  very  plenty  in  Britain  just  now. 
The  boys  may  be  playing  at  chuck-farthing  with 
guineas.  But,  to  say  that  this  is  the  effect  of  their 
protecting  duties,  won't  do,  when  we  know  that, 
under  the  same  duties,  money  has  been  almost  as 
scarce  there  as  with  ourselves.  Besides,  those 
duties  have  been  laid  in  Britain  to  encourage  ex- 
portation. But,  are  we  ready  to  export  our  man- 
ufactures? No,  sir;  our  luxuriant  soil,  our  mul- 
tiplied harbors,  point  us  out,  by  the  hand  of  Na- 
ture herself,  as  an  agricultural  and  a  commercial 
nation.  These  must  be  our  great  national  char- 
acteristics. .Manufactures  are  a  third  interest,  and 
a  subordinate  one.  Manufacture  if  you  can,  but 
do  not  force  the  country  into  such  a  system  as  is 
fit  for  Britain.  It  would  be  pernicious,  as  well  to 
the  morals,  a>  to  all  the  fundamental  interests  of 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  Too  rose  in  reply.     The  gentleman  from 


South  Carolina  (Mr.  Hamilton)  had  not  gone 
far  enough,  when  he  said  this  bill  would  be  re- 
sisted inch  by  inch — he  should  have  said,  half 
inch  by  half  inch,  and  hair's  breadth  by  hair's 
breadth.  Here  had  the  House  been  sitting  and 
debating  for  ten  days,  on  the  very  refined  article 
of  cotton  bagging !  Mr.  T.  produced  a  letter  from 
a  mercantile  gentleman  of  intelligence  at  Sag 
Harbor,  stating  that  the  American  hemp  was 
there  preferred  to  the  Russian.  The  gentlemea 
from  the  cotton  country,  said  Mr.  T.,  resist  the 
principle  of  a  compromise  of  interests  for  the  gen- 
eral good,  and  cry  out,  "  we  get  nothing."  When 
reminded  of  the  duty  on  cotton,  they  say  it  was 
laid  for  revenue.  For  revenue!  when  not  a  bale 
of  cotton  was  imported.  They  ask.  Is  it  fair  we 
of  the  South  should  pay  three  cents  more  duty  on 
bagging?  We  ask.  Is  it  fair  that  all  the  rest  of 
the  Union  should  pay  the  South  three  cents  a 
pound  on  their  sugar?  They  talk  to  us  about 
their  distresses  too  !  Let  us  look  at  their  distress. 
Mr.  T.  then  produced  a  calculation,  in  a  New 
Orleans  paper,  showing  that  the  annual  profit  on 
every  slave  employed  in  the  sugar  plantations, 
was  from  five  to  seven  hundred  dollars.  [Mr. 
j  LiviNG.sTON  denied  having  spoken  of  distress.] 
Well,  said  Mr.  T.,  others  did.  But,  in  other  parts 
of  the  Union,  there  does  exist  real  distress.  A 
proof  of  which  is  in  this  one  fact — that  the  United 
States  exports,  at  this  day,  notwithstanding  all 
her  increase  in  population  and  territory,  less  of 
the  staple  commodities  of  the  country  than  she 
did  in  179().  And  of  this  anflunt,  those  five  cot- 
ton growing  Slates,  that  are  now  to  be  ruined — 
yes,  ruined  I — by  a  duty  of  three  cents  more  on 
bagging,  export  more  than  the  whole  Union  be- 
sides. The  gentleman  asks.  Why  don't  we  make 
the  article  belter  ?  The  same  question  was  asked 
u-*,  when  we  asked  for  a  duty  on  coarse  cottons. 
We  got  the  duty,  and  we  made  them  better.  Give 
us  a  duly  on  bagging,  and  we  will  make  that 
better  too.  Gunpowder,  coaches,  saddles,  boots, 
shoes,  are  all  protected  by  duties  of  thirty  and 
forty  per  cent.;  and  what  is  the  consequence? 
We  make  them  good — we  make  them  cheap — and 
we  begin  to  export  them.  Why?  We  have  g^t 
ihe  market.  Give  us  the  market  for  bagging,  and 
that  will  follow  suit.  The  duty  in  the  bill,  is  the 
very  duty  recommended  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury — himself  a  Southern  man — who  should 
know,  at  least,  as  much  about  the  revenue  as  the 
gentlemen  who  cry  out  that  it  will  be  ruined— 
and  as  much  about  the  interests  of  the  South,  as 
other  Southern  gentlemen  As  to  the  duty  being 
prohibitory^'I  certainly  did  not  mean  that  it  would 
be  so  by  any  other  force,  any  other  compulsion, 
than  that  of  interest  and  voluntary  choice.  But 
if,  as  the  gentleman  says,  they  will  still  import 
the  articles,  why,  then  it  will  help  the  revenue 
thai  they  tell  us  is  to  be  destroyed,  and  so  it  will 
only  operate  in  favor  of  the  bill.  Gentlemen  cry 
out  about  a  tax  on  the  Southern  States!  Let 
them  look  at  the  bounty  on  sugar.  Louisiana 
now  raises  thirty  millions  of  pounds,  the  protect- 
ing duty  on  which  is  nine  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars!  rnore  than  the  whole  duty  on  bagging — 
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more,  twice  over,  than  is  laid  by  that  duty  on  the 
whole  Southern  country  put  together. 

Mr.  Letcher  said,  he  was  very  sensible  this 
was  rather  a  dry  argument,  and  by  this  time  it 
was  pretty  nearly  threadbare.  The  gentleman 
from  Louisiana,  who  introduced  the  motion,  he 
did  not  see  in  his  place  to-day.  He  presumed  he 
had  broken  himself  down  by  his  exertion.  That 
gentleman  tried  to  convince  the  House  that  we 
could  not  make  enough  of  the  article.  Being 
pretty  well  beaten  off  ot  that  ground,  his  colleague 
iiad  taken  another,  and  had  labored  equally  hard 
to  convince  the  House  that,  if  we  did  make  enough, 
it  would  not  be  good  enough.  Of  this  subject,  he 
pre^umed  fact  would  be  preferred  to  speculation — 
and  he  had  a  witness  before  him,  just  arrived  from 
one  of  the  factories  concerned.  It  was  a  thread 
made  out  of  the  hemp  now  used  for  the  bagging 
made  at  Leiington,  and  he  wished  that  gentleman 
would  be  good  enough  to  examine  it.  He  entreated 
honorable  gentlemen  to  consider  the  condition  of 
the  people  of  Kentucky.  They  had  tried  the  rais- 
ing of  tobacco.  They  had  carried  it  to  Louisiana 
for  a  market,  and  had  returned  losers.  They  had 
tried  the  raising  of  corn  ;  it  was  the  same  thing — 
of  whiskey  ;  the  same  thing.  They  can  raise  no 
one  article  that  will  return  them  a  profit.  As 
soon  as  there  is  a  demand,  so  great  is  the  compe- 
tition, and  so  eager  the  desire  to  carry  on  a  trade 
of  almost  any  kind,  that  the  market  is  glutted, 
and  the  price  instantly  falls.  He  defied  the  gen- 
tleman from  Louisiana  to  point  out  one  smgle 
article  of  those  wfiiifh  Kentucky  could  supply,  that 
had  ever  been  scarce  at  \ew  Orleans.  The  gen- 
tleman says  he  is  in  favor  of  the  general  principle 
of  the  bill — but  he  seems  to  oppose  its  provisions 
in  detail.  He  puts  me  in  mind  of  a  debtor  of  whom 
I  once  heard,  who,  when  applied  to,  to  pay  the 
interest  of  an  old  debt,  said  it  was  against  his  ]/rirh- 
cipU  to  do  so — and,  when  a?ked,  then,  to  pay  the 
principal,  replied,  it  was  against  his  irUtrtt^t.  If 
we  apply  to  him  to  sanction  the  duty  on  bagging, 
he  says  it  is  against  his  interat;  and,  when  we 
ask  him  to  support  the  other  parts  of  this  bill.  I 
expect  he  will  tell  us  it  is  against  his  principle  ; 
so  that,  between  his  interest  and  his  principles,  I 

E resume  the  bill  will  not  get  much  support  from 
im. 

The  first  question  is,  Can  this  article  be  made 
in  sufficient  quantity  ?  We  have  shown  that  it 
can.  They  then  tell  us,  If  we  do  give  you  the 
dutv,  you  will  only  lose  the  market,  for  then  it 
will  be  made  in  New  York. 

[Mr.  Livingston  explained.] 

If,  said  Mr.  L.,  enough  can  be  raised,  no  matter 
where,  then  the  plain  question  is,  Whether  it  is 
better  to  make  it  ourselve.«5,  or  to  go  to  a  foreign 
market  to  get  it.  And,  while  we  ask  this  .-<mall 
protecting  duly,  we  tell  the  gentleman  that  Ken- 
lucky  can  export  nothing,  to  any  profit,  but  her 
hemp.  As  to  the  bad  quality  of  lli-.'  article — when 
we  had  the  whole  of  the  market,  during  the  late 
war,  did  we  hear  any  complaint  from  the  fac- 
tories, that  11  injured  ihu  coUun  ?  \o,  sir.  Tije>e 
complaints  come  from  abroad.  They  are  Scuich 
complaints,  in  an  Engiis'i  Jrtss.     But,  granting 


that  the  article  is  not  at  present  as  good  as  couli 
be  desired — I  ask,  W^ill  not  this  duty,  by  giving 
us  our  own  market,  induce  competition  among 
ourselves?  It  has  done  so  in  cotton,  and  while  it 
has  raised  the  quality,  it  has  lowered  the  price. 

Mr.  Owen  rose  to  explain  a  remark  he  had 
made  as  to  the  effect  of  an  observation  of  a  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Tri.mble.)  He  replied, 
again,  to  the  argument  respecting  bagging  selling 
at  the  price  of  cotton — and  to  that  of  the  planter 
not  being  the  exporter ;  and  showed  that  the  ex> 
porter  being  governed  by  the  price  allowed  in  the 
foreign  market,  it  resulted  in  the  same  thing  to 
the  planter,  as  if  he  was  the  exporter  him^elf.  He 
retorted  the  charge  of  inconsistency. 

Mr.  Livingston  explained,  and  repeated  some 
of  his  former  positions,  and  still  insisted  that,  if, 
with  a  bounty  of  eifhiy  dollars  a  ton,  which  is 
more  than  half  the  whole  price,  they  had  not  raised 
hemp  that  the  manufacturer  would  make  use  of, 
there  was  litile  prospect  that  they  would  in  future. 
When  the  American  manufacturer  will  consent 
to  take  our  hempi  at  all,  then  a  protecting  duty 
may.  with  more  propriety,  be  asked  for.  The  ar- 
gument from  the  effect  of  the  duty  on  coarse  cot- 
tons would  not  hold — because,  when  that  duty 
was  laid,  the  material  was  already  of  the  very  best 
quality,  and  the  fabric  was  made  almost  wholly 
by  machinery.  He  was  sorry  to  find  his  declara- 
tions met  with  so  little  credit  from  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Letcher;)  his  conduct,  he 
trusted,  would  always  show  that  he  was  not  ia 
the  habit  of  making  false  declarations — he  hoped 
that  the  genileman's  prophecy  about  an  improve- 
ment in  hemp  would  prove  more  correct  than  about 
hia  not  supporting  the  general  principle  and  pro- 
visions of  this  bill. 

Mr.  Clay  was  happy  to  iiear  such  a  declaration 
from  the  honorable  member  from  Louisiana,  and 
he  was  now  about  to  put  tho^e  declarations  to  the 
tot.  I,  said  Mr.  C,  am  a  hemp  grower,  (ihal  is, 
at  such  times  as  the  situation  of  the  country  and 
the  regulations  of  Government  render  it  {wssible, 
without  loss.)  The  gentleman  seems  to  believe 
that  it  IS  impossible,  in  this  country,  to  make  the 
article  good.  Sir,  as  nature  delivers  it  to  our 
hands,  it  is  of  as  fine  a  quality  as  any  in  the 
world;  it  has  no  natural,  inherent  defect  of  any 
kind  whatever.  The  only  difficulty  attends  the 
treatment  of  it  after  it  is  cut  down  or  pulled  up, 
(for  both  modes  are  pursued.)  It  is  then  either 
dew-rotted  or  water-rotted.  W^hen  it  is  to  be  dew- 
rotted.  It  is  stacked  till  the  month  of  December  or 
January,  and  then  spread  under  the  snow  till 
February — this  is  called  dew-rotting.  In  the  other 
process,  the  hemp  is  immersed  in  ponds  or  running 
streams,  where  some  process  goes  on  by  which  the 
glutinous  part  of  the  vegetable  is  di>solved,  and 
when  dry  it  is  submitted  to  an  operation  called 
breaking.  When  thus  prepared,  the  hemp  of  this 
country  is,  in  all  respects,  equal  to  the  Russian, 
and  commands  as  iiigh  a  price. 

The  genlleman  from  Massachusetts,  on  my 
right,  (.Mr.  LathuopJ  tells  me  that  he  always 
water-ruts  hts  hemp.  I  have  known  in  Kentucky 
entire  crops  to   be  witer-roiied  ;  and   it  may  be 
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done  wherever  hemp  is  raised,  if  we  were  only 
favored  with  the  protection  of  Government  to  se- 
cure to  us  our  own  market. 

The  gentleman  from  Louisiana  says  that  we 
have  already  a  bounty  of  eighty  dollars  a  ton,  and 
yet  the  manufacturer  will  not  take  the  hemp  we 
raise.     Does  not  the  gentleman   know  that  this 
observation  applies  only  to  the  dew-rotted?    And, 
Ix'sides,  what  is  the  bounty  without  any  certainty 
of  the  market  ?    A  cargo  of  three  or  four  hundred 
tons  imported  will  destroy  the  market  for  a  whole 
crop.     If  the  gentleman  doubts  this,  will  he  guar- 
anty the  market  ?     The  farmers  of  Kentucky  have 
given   this   matter  a  sufficient  trial;   pressed  by 
suffering  at  home,  and   lured    by  the   flattering 
promises  of  hope,  they  have  again  and  again  ven- 
tured, and  again  and  ajiain  they  have  been  broken 
down   by  foreigners — by  the  serfs  and   boors  of] 
Russia.     If  adequate  protection  was   given,  the  i 
water-rolled  hemp  would  speedily  supersede  the  ; 
dew-rotted  article,  and  all  the  hemp  of  the  country  I 
would   become  good.     But,  even   the  dew-rotted  j 
hemp  will  answer  every  purpose  for  cotton   bag-  j 
ging,  provided  the  bales  are  not  exposed   to   the 
wet.     But  the  gentleman  asks,  with  an  air  of  tri- 
umph which   I  was  sorry  to  witness,  why  don't  < 
you  do  It  ?    If  you  can  make  a  good  bagging,  why  j 
IS  bagging  of  your  make  always  ten  cents  a  yard  i 
below  the  imported  ?     And  he  quotes  from  a  price  j 
current,  to  show  that  ours  is  put  down   at  half: 
price.     But  what  is  the  date  of  that  paper  ?  1822.  | 
The  very  year  in  which   the  manufacture  was  ' 
languishing  and  almost  destroyed,  and  in  the  lat-  j 
ter  part  of  which  it  began  to  revive.     Yet  he  re- 
iterate>  upon  us  the  question,  why  don't  you  at  ' 
once  make  it  both  cheap  and  good  1    Sir,  we  want  ' 
to  breathe.     We  are,  in  this  respect,  just  born.  ' 
Our  factories  are  but  eighteen   months  in  being,  j 
and  already  they  have  reduced   the  Scotch  price,  j 
The  gentleman  objects  to  the  recent  paper  quoted  j 
by    my    honorable    friend    over    the    way,    (Mr.  | 
Sharpe.)  because  the  planters,  he  says,  are  all  > 
supplied,  nothing  is  doing  in  the  market,  and  the  j 
price  is  nominal  merely.    But,  sir,  I  am  in  posses-  ; 
bion  of  another  paper,  only  two  or  three  days  later 
than  that  quoted,  and  a  different  price  is  given, 
which  shows  that  there  i«,  at  this  time,  some  ac- 
tivity in  the  market.    The  majority  of  the  planters 
mav  be  supplied,  but  there  are  also  provident  men. 
who   reserve   their  purchases    till    the  market    is 
lowest.     When  I  lelt  my  home,  which  was  at  the 
time  when  the  purchases  are  usually  made,  I  saw 
letters  from  highly  respectable  men,  which  stated 
that  the  bagging  of  Kentucky  (from  one  particular 
factory  at  Lexingt«jn)  was  then  bringing  a  price  j 
equal  to  the  Scotch  article.     Sir,  we  only  ask  you 
to  let  our  manufactures  exist  vnder  fwjx,  and   in 
eighteen  months,  my  word  for  it,  you  will  have 
bagging  as  good  as  the  Scotch,  in  eijual  abun- 
dance, and  at  a  less  price. 

Before  I  sit  (!(j\vn.  I  niu^t  add  a  word  or  two  in 
reply  to  a  gentleman  from  New  York.  (Mr.  Hoge- 
BOo.M,)  who  told  us  that  the  manufacturers  of 
Dundee  lived  in  a  cold  climate,  bought  their  fuel, 
and  brought  their  hemp  from  Danizic,  though 
they  had  nothing  to  give  for  it  in  exchange.    Why, 


sir,  though  I  do  not  in  the  least  doubt  that  honor- 
able member  had  fully  convinced  his  own  mind 
that  this  was  so,  did  he  know  so  little  about  trade 
as  not  to  be  aware  that  it  was  not  the  manufac- 
turer, but  the  merchant  who  imports  the  material 
of  British  manufactures?  And  does  he  suppose 
that  nothing  goes  from  Britain  up  the  Baltic,  for 
the  hemp  and  iron  that  come  down  the  Baltic? 
I  repeat  what  1  before  mentioned,  that  the  Scotch 
manufacturer  may  afford  to  make  a  sacrifice  for 
a  time — that  he  may  enjoy  the  monopoly  in  the 
end.  But  if  that  gentleman  is  really  convinced 
that  there  must  be  a  monopoly  of  this  article 
somewhere,  would  he  not  rather  gire  it  to  the 
American  than  to  the  Scotch  manufacturer?  I 
put  it  to  his  patriotism. 

The  gentleman  from  Louisiana  says  that  this 
manufacture  is  in  no  need  of  protection,  because 
we  have  been  obliged  to  take  our  hands  from  it 
and  employ  them  in  other  occupations.  Sir,  we 
have  done  so,  it  is  true — lamenlablr  true.  We 
have  tried  the  raising  of  tobacco;  we  hare  tried 
horses  ;  we  have  tried  hogs  ;  we  have  tried  hemp; 
the  industry  of  the  country  roams  from  object  to 
object,  trying  every  thing,  and  alike  in  vain.  "We 
want  protection — we  ask  this  Government  for  pro- 
tection— not  against  our  brethren — not  against 
other  States,  but  agaiast  strangers. 

Mr.  Too  said,  in  reply  to  a  remark  respecting 
drawback,  that  this  bill  touched  no  drawback 
whatever.  If  the  one  and  a  half  pence  sterling 
allowed  by  the  British  Government  on  bagging  is 
a  drawback,  this  bill  has  nothing  to  do  with  it, 
and  six  cents  will  be  the  whole  duty;  and  this  is 
the  very  amount  recommended  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  himself  a  Southern  man. 

Mr.  Cobb.  1  don't  care  who  recommends  it, 
I  am  opposed  to  it.  The  Secretary,  however, 
means  six  cents  on  the  running  yard,  not  on  the 
square  yard. 

Mr.  Too.  Admit  this;  it  is  only  equal  to  the 
raising  of  the  duty  from  twenty  to  twenty-five  per 
cent.  Yet.  surely,  the  Government  would  not  be 
so  short-sighted  as  to  lay  a  duty  on  the  running 
yard,  which  might  at  once  be  evaded  by  increas- 
ing the  width  of  the  goods. 

Mr.  Cambreleng.  At  the  time  the  Secretary 
recommended  six  cents  on  the  square  yard,  that 
sum  differed  very  little  from  the  ad  valorem  duty. 

Mr.  McKiM.  It  is  a  bounty,  and  not  a  draw- 
back, that  Britain  allows:  it  is,  therefore,  included 
by  the  3d  section  of  this  bill,  and  the  duty  is  ten 
cents,  and  not  six. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
McDuFFiE,  who  expressed  a  desire  to  deliver  his 
views  more  fully  on  the  subject. 


TuLRsnAv,  February  26. 

Two  Messages  were  received  frorii  the  Presi- 
dent OF  the  United  States,  viz  : 

To  the  House  of  RepresentcUires  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit,  herewith,  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  containing  the  information  called  for  by  a  res- 
olution of  the  Houfie  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
tSiates,  passed  on  the  fourth  instant  respecting  any 
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suit  or  saito,  which  have  been,  or  are  now,  depending, 
in  which  the  United  States  are  interested,  for  the  re* 
covery  of  the  Pea  Patch. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
FSBECABT  24,  1824. 

The  Message  was  read  and  laid  on  the  table. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

In  conformity  with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  of  the  17th  instant,  I  now  transmit 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  accompa- 
nied by  statements,  marked  A  and  B,  showing  '*  the 
amount  of  money  expended,  in  conformity  with  the 
provisions  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  gradual 
increase  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  Slates,"  approv^ 
April  29,  1816;  and  of  the  act  to  amend  said  act, 
approved  3d  of  March,  1821  ;  also,  the  number  of  ves- 
sels built,  or  now  on  the  stocks,  with  their  rates,  the 
value  of  the  timber  purchased,  or  for  which  contracts 
have  been  made  ;  and  whether  sufficient  timber  has 
been  purchased,  or  contracted  for,  to  build  the  vessels 
contemplated  by  the  provisions  of  said  acts." 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Washisgto:!,  February  25,  1824. 

The  Message  was  read  and  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  bel'ore  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Postmaster  General,  transmitting  ''  a 
statement  exhibiting  the  amount  of  postage  re- 
ceived, during  the  year  ISi^,  at  each  post  office 
in  the  United  Stales  and  Territories  thereof;" 
rendered  in  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  this 
House,  of  the  11th  of  December  last ;  which  letter 
and  statement  were  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Committee 
on  Private  Land  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the 
petition  of  Judah  Alden,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for 
his  relief ;  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  to  which  was  referred  a  memorial 
of  sundry  inhabitantsof  the  said  District,  reported 
"  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  government  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia ;"  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  a  memorial  upon  the  subject,  re- 
ported a  bill  amendatory  of  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  to  incorporate  the  Provident  Association  of 
Clerks  in  the  Civil  Department  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia ;"  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  McKean,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  made  a  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Henry  Lightner,  accompanied  by  a  bill 
for  his  relief;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Breck,  by  leave  of  the  House,  presented  a 
memorial  and  remonstrance  of  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  of  the  city  of  I^iladelphia,  against  the 
passage  of  the  bill  now  pending  before  this  House, 
to  amend  the  several  acts  imposing  duties  on  im- 
ports ;  which  memorial  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Union  to  which  the  said  bill  is  committed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Forsyth,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 


the  expediency  of  reducing  the  annual  appropria- 
tion for  diplomatic  intercourse. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Reynolds,  the  Committee 
of  Claims  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  allowing,  by  law,  the  value  of  three 
rifle-guns,  pressed  from  lea  Robertson,  Joseph 
Rosson,  and  Robert  Tolar,  during  the  late  war. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Reed,  the  Committee  oq 
Revolutionary  Pensions  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  placing  John  Perry, 
second,  a  Revolutionary  soldier,  on  the  pension 
list. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gcrlet,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 
Claims  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  eii>ediency 
of  granting  to  actual  settlers,  reported  by  the  com- 
missioners of  the  land  office  at  St.  Helena  Court- 
house, in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  under  the  act  of 
Congress,  of  the  3d  March,  1819,  a  right  of  pre- 
emption to  one  section  of  land,  including  their 
improvements,  in  all  cases  where  such  settler  is 
not  entitled  to  said  land  as  a  donation,  or  by  title 
derived  from,  or  conferred  by,  the  Government  of 
the  United  States. 

Rtsolvtd,  That  the  same  committee  be  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  allowing  to 
actual  settlers,  who,  by  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March, 
1819,  were  entitled  to  the  right  of  pre-emption, 
further  time  fur  making  payment  for  such  lands, 
under  the  act  aforesaid. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Brent,  it  was 

Rtsolvtd,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
increasing  the  salary  of  the  United  States  Attor- 
ney for  the  western  district  of  Louisiana. 

The  resolution  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Cocke. 
Mr.  Brent  explained,  and  rejoined  in  defence  of 
ihe  resolution. 

Mr.  GuRLEY  corroborated  the  statements  of 
Mr.  Brent,  and  the  resolution  was  caned — ayes 
87,  noes  72. 

Mr.  Owen  submitted  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  report  to  this  House,  whether  the  tariff  biiU 
now  under  consideration,  will,  in  his  opinion,  if  it 
pasoes  into  a  law  in  its  present  shape,  "simplify  the 
collection  of  duties  on  imports ;"  and  whether  it* 
operation  will,  without  being  "  onerous  to  the  com- 
munity, tend  to  augment  the  revenue,  prove  salutary 
to  commerce,  and  beneticial  to  the  manufactures  of 
the  country  ;"  and  that  the  Clerk  be  directed  to  fur- 
nish the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  with  a  copy  of  the 
bill,  as  reported  by  the  Committee  on  .Manufactures. 

The  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table,  without 
debate. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

The  House  having  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  new  Tariff  bill, 
the  question  on  striking  out  the  duty  on  cotton 
bagging  still  pending, 

Mr.  McDuFFiE  had  the  floor,  but  he  yielded  it, 
by  courtesy,  to 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  South  Carolina,  who  op- 
posed the  duty  in  a  short  speech.  He  insisted* 
that  this  duty  was  equal  tu  a  direct  tax  of  two  per 
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cent,  on  all  the  Southern  States,  and  equal  to  a 
bounty  of  one  hundred  dollars  apiece  to  every  la- 
borer in  Kentucky  who  was  employed  in  the 
manufacture.  The  manufactures  of  Kentucky 
were  stated  to  be,  at  present,  in  a  htate  of  activity ; 
and,  if  that  fertile  Stale  produced  more  than  she 
could  sell  or  consume,  it  was  unfair  to  tax  the 
Southern  States  on  account  of  her  fertility,  &c. 

Mr.  McDcFFiE  replied  to  some  of  the  arguments 
that  had  been  advanced  in  favor  of  the  duty ; 
urged  the  thriving  condition  of  the  Western  States 
during  the  last  war,  when  they  fed  the  armies  of 
the  United  Stales  ;  insisted  that  their  present  dis- 
tresses arose  not  from  a  want  of  protection,  but 
from  their  banking  system,  and  the  rise  in  the 
value  of  specie.  Cotton,  he  said,  had  been  a 
subject  of  most  disastrous  speculation.  A  vast 
amount  of  capital  had  been  vested  in  it  when  it 
was  thirty  cents  a  pound ;  now  it  was  twelve 
cents.  The  Southern  Stales  had  suffered  as  much  | 
as  any  part  of  the  Union.  All  the  articles  of  the  i 
tariff  bore  hard  on  those  States.  They  were  arti-  | 
cles  manufactured  by  Great  Britain,  and  for  which 
she  takes  the  cotton  of  this  country.  If  we  cease 
to  receive  them,  she  will  change  her  market  for 
cotton.  It  is  her  fixed  policy  not  to  take  raw  ma- 
terials from  tho^e  who  will  not  take  her  manu- 
factures, and  as  soon  as  this  bill  passes  she  will 
force  a  trade  with  South  America.  There  was  a 
distinction  between  the  sugar  planters  and  cotton 
growers.  Arguments  applicable  to  one  did  not 
apply  to  the  oiher.  The  Western  States  would 
lose  their  trade  in  live  stock  with  the  Southern 
States,  as  those  States  would  now  raise  for  them- 
selves. If  they  have  tried  tobacco,  and  so  many 
other  article.**,  and  still  failed  ;  if  they,  with  their 
new  and  fertile  soil,  cannot  compete  in  these 
things  with  the  sterile  and  worn  out  fields  of 
Carolina  and  Virginia,  it  proves  there  must  be 
something  wrong  in  their  state  of  society  ;  that 
evil  was  their  banking  system.  They  cry  out  for 
protection  against  the  little  towns  of  Inverness 
and  Dundee,  as  if  some  array  was  invading  them, 
because  the  poor  Scotch  weaver  can  work  for  six- 

f)ence  a  day.  It  was  vain  to  compete,  while  the 
abor  in  Kentucky  was  four  times  as  high  as  in 
Scotland.  The  Speaker  cries  out,  Save  us  from 
the  overwhelming  influence  of — what?  Little 
Dundee.  He  would  agree  to  protect  wherever  we 
can  make  within  ten  per  cent,  of  the  price  of  the 
foreign  article,  but  not  till  then.  He  repeated  his 
warnings  on  the  subject  of  British  retaliation,  as 
he  knew  no  article  of  a  small  amount  where  a 
duty  was  more  directed  to  the  very  vitals  of  her 
polity  than  that  on  bagging. 

He  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Forward,  of  Penn- 
sylvania, who  advocated  the  duty  and  repelled 
the  argument  which  attributed  the  reduced  price 
of  coarse  cottons  to  the  amount  of  machinery  em- 
ployed in  their  fabrication.  The  same  reduction 
had  taken  place  in  umbrellas,  leather,  hats,  dec- 
all  which  had  a  duty  of  thirty  and  forty  per  cent., 
and  were  immediately  reduced  in  price,  and  are 
now  articles  of  export.  He  challenged  gentlemen  to 
show  a  single  article,  under  our  present  tariff,  the 
material  ol  which  was  in  plenty,  and  the  duty 


high,  that  had  not  at  once  been  reduced  to  a  mimi- 
mum  price.  He  dwelt  on  the  spirit  of  rivalry  be- 
tween the  British  factories  and  ours,  and  said  that 
it  had  been  stated  on  the  floor  of  Parliament,  that, 
if  her  goods  were  sold  abroad  at  a  sacrifice,  Brit- 
ain had  an  equivalent  in  the  stifling  of  our  manu- 
factures. Grentlemen  had  spoken  highly  of  Adam 
Smith.  Did  they  remember  that,  in  nis  famous 
book,  he  had  one  chapter  expressly  devoted  to  us, 
in  which  he  congratulated  his  country  on  having 
stores  among  us,  and  doing  our  business  in  their 
shipping?  Our  manufactures  were  liable  to  be 
destroyed  by  foreigners,  and  never  had  succeeded 
till  they  got  protection.  Where  was  the  proof 
that  Britain  would  cease  to  take  our  cotton?  Did 
she  cease  to  take  it,  even  when  we  laid  our  duty 
on  coarse  cottons  themselves?  She  dare  not  do 
so.  France  is  her  rival  in  the  cotton  manufac- 
ture, and  she  must  have  the  best.  All  the  predic- 
tions now  urged  had  been  urged  before,  and  none 
of  them  were  fulfilled,  but  just  the  contrary  had 
happened.  He  produced  a  letter  from  one  of  the 
Navy  Commissioners,  which  says,  that  American 
hemp,  when  water-rotted,  was  as  good  as  the 
Russian.  Why  don't  you  raise  it  then?  This 
was  just  the  question  asked  before  the  tariff  of 
1816,  in  relation  to  umbrellas,  and  shoes,  and  hats. 
Why  don-i  you  make  them  as  cheap?  The  tariff 
had  answered  the  question  then,  and  it  would  an- 
swer it  again. 

Mr.  Warfield,  of  Maryland,  opposed  the  duty, 
and  supported  his  objections  by  a  calculation  in 
figures,  showing,  as  we  understood  him,  that  on 
the  amount  of  cotton  raised  last  year,  (of  850,000 
bales.)  the  proposed  bill  would  lay  a  tax  of  forty- 
six  and  two-thirds  per  cent. ;  the  result  of  which 
would  be,  that  SI  11,000  would  be  paid  by  the 
American  manufacturer,  and  8230,000  by  the 
foreign. 

Mr.  GovAN,  of  South  Carolina,  spoke  for  the 
first  time.  He  opposed  the  duty  in  a  short  speech, 
in  which  he  insisted  that  three  millions  of  yards 
of  bagging  would  be  required  for  the  consumption 
of  the  cotton  growing  States,  for  which  they 
would  have  to  pay  Keritucky,  under  this  duty, 
supposing  it  to  be  prohib'itory,  a  million  of  dol- 
lars ;  and  that  she  would  take  nothing  from  them, 
in  exchange  for  her  produce,  but  gold  and  silver. 

Mr.  Wickliffe,  of  Kentucky,  resisted  with 
warmth  the  implied  charge  of  indolence,  which 
he  understood  as  cast  upon  the  Kentucky  papula- 
tion, by  Mr.  McDcffie.  He  retorted  the  charge 
respecting  the  bank  policy,  to  which,  he  said,  Ken- 
tucky had  been  invited  by  the  example  of  other 
States.  He  insisted  on  the  good  quality  of  Ame- 
rican hemp ;  and  said,  that  there  were  eleven 
States  that  could  engage  in  the  growing  of  it. 
The  sugar  of  Louisiana,  at  three  cents,  gained 
more  than  the  whole  amount  of  duty  laid  for  bag- 
ging on  all  the  Southern  States  put  together.  As 
to  the  trade  of  driving  live  stock,  it  had  ruined 
almost  all  concerned  in  it. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  on  Mr.  Brent's 
motion  to  strike  out  the  whole  clause ;  and  lost- 
ayes  94,  noes  107. 

Mr.  Buchanan  then  renewed  his  motioa  to 
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change  the  duty  from  six  cents  to  four-and-a-half 
ceols  per  square  yard,  which  was  agreed  to — 
ayes  119. 

Mr.  P.  P.  BARfiOTR  then  moved  to  strike  out 
the  clause  laying  a  duty  of  twenty-five  cents  per 
bushel  on  iouported  wheat.  He  would  submit  a 
very  few  remarks  to  the  Committee,  in  support  of 
his  motion.  The  bill  seemed  to  proceed  upon  tne 
principle  of  a  compensation  of  ecjuivalents,  by  af- 


be  efiectual,  it  should  be  by  bounty,  which  will 
operate  upon  exportation.  Considering,  then,  the 
situation  of  this  country,  that  its  character  was 
that,  not  of  an  importing,  but  an  exporting  one; 
and  that,  consequently,  the  proposed  duty  was  an 
apparent,  not  a  substantial  aid,  he  wished  it  to  be 
stricken  out,  because  he  did  not,  on  the  part  of  his 
constituents,  wish  to  have  the  form  of  protection, 
whilst,  according  to  the  view  he  had  taken,  they 


fording  to  the  respective  interests  of  the  country,  i  certainly  had  not  the  substance 


their  relative  share  of  legislative  protection,  in 
relation  to  the  article  of  wheat,  he  thought  that  a 
few  plain  considerations  would  satisfy  the  Com- 
mittee, that  a  duty  on  importation  would  be  wholly 
inefficient  to  the  attainment  of  the  end  proposed  ; 
that  it  would  present  the  appearance  of  aid  to 
that  description  of  agriculture,  whilst,  in  practical 
operation,  it  would  produce  no  substantial  result. 
For  his  own  part,  he  had  never  heard  of  more  than 
about  three  cargoes  of  foreign  wheat  being  im- 
ported into  the  United  States;  if  lie  were  incor- 
rect in  this,  he  would  ask  any  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  Correct  his  mistake,  by  alTording  infor- 
mation on  the  subject. 


The  Committee  now  rose  and  the  House  ad- 
journed. 


Friday,  February  27. 

Mr.  WHiTTLEriKY,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  cases 
of  lea  Robertson,  Joseph  Russon,  and  Robert 
Tolar;  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WiLLiA.M.s,  of  IVortli  Carolina,  from  the 
same  committee,  to  which  was  recommitted  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Carroll,  of  Dudding- 
ton.  and  others,  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ment, and  it  was  conimitied  to  a  Committee  of 


The  United  States,  then,  are  not  an  importing  '  the  Whole, 
but  an  exporting  country  in  relation  to  this  article.  |  Mr.  Web-ster.  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
Now,  it  must  be  a  palpable  principle  of  iwlilical  :  diciary,  to  which  was  referred  the  amendment 
economy  (if  he  could  venture  to  use  that  expros-  I  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
sion,  which  had  incurred  so  much  denunciation,)  I  act  to  repeal,  in  part,  an  act,  entitled  "Aii  act  to 
that  a  commodity  which  can  successfully  sustain  '  lessen  the  compensation  lor  marshals,  clerks,  and 
a  competition  in  the  foreign  market,  not  only  with-  j  attorneys,  in  the  cases  therein  nu'ntioned,"rej<ort«'d 
out  the  aid  of  our  duty  on  importation,  which  j  their  agreement  to  the  said  amendment;  which 
then  cannot  operate  but  with  the  disadvantage  oft  was  concurred  in  by  the  House, 
the  price  of  transportation,  &c.,  cannot  need  that  !  Mr.  Sandford  moved  the  followins  resolu- 
aid,  as  against  the  same  foreign  article  in  the 
home  market,  where  ours  would  be  relieved  from 
these  disadvantages,  and  the  foreign  one  would 
be  subject  to  them.  The  duty  upon  importation 
clearly  can  only  ellectually  o])erate  where  the 
dutiable  article  is  imported  ;  but  where,  as  in  this 
case,  it  either  is  not  imported  at  all,  or  in  quanti- 
ties utterly  inconsiderable,  it  cannot  aflbrd  any 
practical  aid. 

Gentlemen  seem,  on  many  occasions,  to  be  de- 


tion: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Puhlic  Lands 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  exi)€diency  of  bringing 
in  a  bill  to  provjtJe  l)y  law  for  all  settlers  on  the  public 
land*  of  the  L'nitcJ  States;  or,  where  they  have  made 
any  improvements  thereon,  and  the  sale  of  the  public 
land,  where  improvements  have  been  made  as  afore- 
said, s'aould  take  place  after  the  lirsi  day  of  .March  in 
any  year  thereafter,  the  occupant  shall  have  the  right 
of  holding  his  improvement  for  one  year,  or  until  the 


sirous  of  imitating  the  British  example,  in  its  pro-    ^^^^  "*  .March  next  after  the  sale  of  said  land 
tecting  system.     Permit  me  to  remind   the  Com- 1      The  said  resolution  was  read,  and  negatived  by 
mitlee  of  the  course  pursued  by  that  Government  '  the  House. 

in  relation  to  its  agricultural  interest,  by  means  of.      On  motion  of  Mr.  O'Brien,  the  Committee  on 
its  corn  laws.     Until  about  the  year  1761,  Great  |  the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 

expediency  of  establishing  a  term  of  the  district 
court  of  the  United  States  in  the  town  of  Machias, 


Britain  was,  in  some  degree,  an  exporting  coun- 
try of  corn.  At  that  time,  they  aided  their  agricul- 
tural intere>t  by  a  bounty.  Since  the  period 
staled,  sue  has  been  mostly  an  importing  country  ; 


in  the  State  of  Maine,  and  of  raising  the  salary  of 
the  judge  of  said  court. 


and  since  this  change  in  her  situation,  she  has  j  On  motion  of  Mr.  Warfield,  the  Committee 
prohibited  importation  until  wheal  has  risen  to  a  ;  of  Ways  and  Mean>  were  instructed  to  inquire 
given  sum  pir  quarter.  The  application  which  !  into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  the 
1  propose  to  make  of  the  example  just  stated,  is  j  payment  of  any  balance  due  by  the  Government 


this :  that  legislation,  in  relation  to  this  subject, 
to  produce  any  practical  result,  ought  to  be  adapt- 
ed to  the  situation  and  circumstances  of  the  coun- 
Irv.     When  the  country  is  an  importing  one,  then 


to  the  collectors  ot  the  internal  revenue. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McLea.n,  of  Ohio,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Revolutionary  Pensions  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  extending  to 


a  duly  upon  importation  is  appropriate  and  ellec-  '  Josepli  Atset,  a  soldier  engaged  in  the  service  of 
tual ;  but  when,  as  is  the  ca>e  with  us,  the  couu-    the  United  States,  during  the  Revolutionary  war, 


try  IS  an  exporting  one,  then  a  duty  on  importa- 
liOQ  IS  utterly  inappropriate  and  inoperative; 
and,  then,  if  you  propose  to  give  aid  which  shall 


the  provisions  of  an  act  of  Congress,  passed  the 
18th  of  March,  ISlS,  entitled  ''An  act  to  provide 
for  certain  persons  engaged  in  the  land  and  naval 
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service  of  the  United  States  in  the  Revolutionary 
war ;  "  and  the  several  supplementary  acts  there- 
unto, passed  1st  of  Mav,  1820,  and  3d  of  March, 
1823. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Owen,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  making  an  appropriation  to 
compensate  the  friendly  Creek  Indians,  for  prop- 
erty lost  and  destroyed  during  the  late  Creek 
war. 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  by  leave  of  the 
House,  presented  a  memorial  and  remonstrance 
of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  New  Haven,  in  \ 
the  State  of  Connecticut,  against  the  passage  of 
the  bill  now  pending  in  this  House,  to  amend  the 
several  acts  imposing  duties  on  imports. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  memorial  of  Thomas 
Baldwin,  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr  Oue.m,  that  the 
House  do  now  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  submitted  by  him  on  the  19th  instant, 
and  which  had  been,  subseiiuentty,  amended,  and 
laid  on  the  table. 

And  the  qaestion.  Will  the  House  now  consider 
the  said  resolution  ?  being  taken,  it  was  determined 
in  the  negative — yeas  59,  nays  114,  as  follows : 

YEAS — Messrs.  .\llen  of  .Massachusetts,  J.  S.  Bar- 
bour, BarlU'lt,  Ulair,  Brent.  Buck,  Cambreleng,  Cary, 
('assedv,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Crowninshield,  Cushman, 
Forsyth,  (iarnett,  Gist,  Gurley,  Hamilton,  Harvey, 
Havden,  Herrick,  Hobart,  Hooks,  Ingham,  Isacks, 
Jennings,  Kidder,  Lcftwich,  Lincoln,  Livermore,  Liv- 
ingston, Locke,  McKee,  McKim,  Mitchell  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Moore  of  Alabama,  Neale,  U'Bricn,  Owen, 
riuMier  of  New   Hampshire,  Poinsett,    Rankin,  Key- 


THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  several 
acts  laying  duties  on  imports.  The  pending  ques- 
tion being  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  P.  P.  Barbour, 
to  strike  from  the  bill  the  proposed  duty  of  twenty- 
five  cents  per  bushel  on  wheat — 

Mr.  Garnett,  of  Virginia,  said  such  repeated 
claims  to  protection  had  been  founded,  by  the 
manufacturers,  on  the  encouragement  supposed  to 
have  been  given  to  agriculture,  that  it  was  the  in- 
terest of  the  agriculturists,  who  knew  this  notion 
to  be  the  merest  fallacy  in  the  world,  to  strike 
from  the  bill  every  item  which  purported  to  be 
for  their  benefit.  With  this  view,  he  had  moved 
the  other  day  to  strike  out  an  item,  on  which,  he 
supposed,  at  some  future  period,  a  pretext  might 
be  founded  for  saying  a  small  portion  of  a  small 
section  of  our  country,  namely,  the  fruit-growers 
of  Florida,  had  been  protected.  Had  he  known 
at  the  time  that  the  bill  contained  a  propositioti 
for  a  duty  on  wheat,  (a  circumstance  that  had 
escaped  his  notice,  from  his  cursory  perusal  of  it,) 
he  should  have  struck  at  that  game  rather  than 
the  other,  which  was  of  inferior  importance.  It 
was  fortunate,  however,  that  he  did  not  know  it, 
as  It  was  the  means  of  the  motion  being  made  by 
his  worthy  colleague,  who  was  much  more  able 
to  sustain  it. 

This  attempt  to  raise  the  price  of  wheat,  Mr. 
G.  observed,  was  one  of  the  most  remarkable  ex- 
amples of  the  progress  of  the  American  Legisla- 
ture in  the  science  of  political  economy  which  had 
ever  been  exhibited.  If  it  was  not  for  the  respect 
which  he  entertained  for  the  gentlemen  wlw  com- 
posed the  Committee  on  Manufactures,  he  should 
really  have  supposed  that  the  duty  had  been  in- 


nolils.  Rose,    Sandford,  Sharpe,  Sibley,  .\rthur  Smith,  ;  .      ,'      .  M     ,        ,7  ,^':^a.,^^  tU^  «/, 

Alexander  Smith.  William  Smith,  Stindefer.  Thomp-  |  ^^^^ji^d  merely  ad  .a^^fanJa,. -to  induce  tleag- 

s.n  of  Georgia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina.  Vance  of    riculturists  to  compound  for  the  certain  evil  con- 


leorg 
North  Carolina,  Van  Rensselaer,  Warfield,  Williams 
of  New   Vork,  Williams  of  Virginia,  and  Wilson  of 
8outh  Carolina. 

Nats — Messrs.   Ab!>ot,   Alexander    of    Tennessee, 
Allen  of  Tennessee,  Allison,  Archer,  Bailey,  Baylies, 
Barber  of  Connecticut,  P.  P.  Barl'our,  Bartley,    Bas-  j 
8.  tt,    Beecher,   Breck,    Brown,    Buchanan,    Buckner,  j 
Burton.  Campbell  of  South  Carolina,  Clark,  Collins, 


tained  in  the  bill  for  the  promise  of  contingent 
good;  but  the  respect  he  had  for  these  gentlemen 
lorbade  the  idea  that  they  would  endeavor  to  ac- 
complish, by  sleight  of  hand,  by  legerdemain,  and 
management,  what  they  could  not  eflect  by  the 
force  of  reason  and  truth.  And,  indeed,  as  this 
idea  of  raising  the  price  of  grain  was  not  the  only 
extraordinary  thing  in  the  theory  of  political 
Comlict.  c"onnerrcJok,  Crifts,  Crai?',  Culpeper,  which   they   had    adopted,    he   had   no 


Durfee,  Dwinell.  Dwight.  Eaton,  Eddy,  Edwards  of 
IVorth  Carolina,  Findlay,  Floyd,  Foote  of  New  Vork, 
Forward.  Garrison,  Gatlin,  Gaiiay,  Harris,  Hay  ward, 
Hemphill,  Henry,  Herkimer.  Hogeboora,  Houston, 
Jenkins,  J.  T.  Johnson,  F.  Johnson,  Kent,  Kremer, 
Lathrop,  Lawrence,  Lee,  Litchfield,  Little,  Lonj, 
McArlhur,  McCoy,  McKoan,  McLane  of  Delaware, 
McLia:i  o{  Obi).  Mallary,  .Markley,  Martindale,  Mar- 
vin, Matlack,  Malson,  Metcalfe,  Moore  of  Kentucky, 
Morgan,  Patterson  of  rennsylvania,  Patterson  of  Ohio, 
Pluiner  of  Pennsylvania,  Reed,  Richards,  Rich,  Rives, 
Rogers:,  Ross,  Saundt  rs,  Scott,  Sloane.  Sterling,  Stew- 
art, Stoddard,  Strong,  Swan,  Taylor,  Tea  Eyck,  Teat, 
Thompson  of  Kentucky,  Tod,  Tomliuson,  Tracy, 
Trimble,  Tyson,  I'drec,  Vance  of  Ohio,  Van  Wyck, 
Vinton,  Wayne,  Whipple,  Whitman,  Whittlesey, 
White,   Williams  of  ISorth  t'arolina,  James   Wilson, 


right  to  attribute  to  them  any  other  motive  than 
the  ostensible  one.  It  was  remarked,  said  Mr.  G., 
by  one  of  the  most  distinguished  writers  of  the 
present  age,  the  celebrated  Malthus,  that,  to  know, 
what  we  can  do,  and  how  to  do  it,  is  the  most 
valuable  species  of  information  we  can  possess. 
The  next  is.  to  know  what  we  cannot  do,  and 
why  we  cannot  do  it.  It  appeared  to  him  that, 
in  the  present  state  of  our  legislation,  the  latter 
information  v/as  more  desirable  than  the  former; 
for,  under  the  belief  that  we  can  do  a  good  which 
we  cannot  do,  we  are  al>out  to  do  an  evil  which 
we  certainly  can  do.  Under  the  belief  that  we 
can  protect  agriculture,  we  are  about  to  ruin  it. 
He  said  under  this  belief,  because  it  had  been  re- 
peatedly avowed,  in  the  course  of  the  debate,  by 


nVn^i*  w\uon.'Vi'uo"nof"Ohio,  Wood,  Woods,  and  i  gentlei^        that  they  would  not  support  the  bill 
Wright.  I  ^^^  ^"^o"^  ^  conviction  that  its  pressure  on  the  dif- 
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fereDt  portions  of  the  country,  and  several  classes  |  thrown  into  the  market,  and  thus  sink  the  nricp 


of  the  comruunity,  would  he  equal.  If  it  could  be 
made  to  appear  that  Congress  could  not  effi- 
ciently protect  agriculture,  gentlemen  would  be 
bound,  consistently  with  their  own  declarations, 
to  withdraw  their  support  from  the  bill — and  that 
it  could  be  made  to  appear,  was  unquestionable. 
He  laid  it  down,  as  an  incontrovertible  position, 
that,  with  respect  to  all  the  great  staples  of  agri- 
culture, of  which  the  country  produced  a  suffi- 
ciency for  home  consumption,  and  a  surplus  to 


below  the  cost  of  production,  the  commodity 
would  cease  to  be  produced;  and,  if  this  was  con- 
tinued for  any  length  of  time,  the  capital  itself  of 
the  manufacturer  would  be  destroyed.  With 
land  it  was  different.  Mere  labor,  without  addi- 
tional skill,  increased  the  facility  of  production. 
But  even  when  an  extraordinary  supply  reduced 
the  price  of  its  products  below  the  cost  of  produc- 
tion, and  a  certain  quantity  of  land  thereby  ceased 
to  be  cultivated,  it  was  not  like  the  capital  of  the 


export,  the  price  was  regulated  by  that  portion  of  j  manufacturer,  destroyed,  but  might  be  recurred  to 
It  which  went  abroad.  Suppose  a  cargo  of  foreign  again,  whenever  a  diminished  supply  produced  a 
wheat  comes  to  one  of  the  ports  of  this  country,  new  demand.  There  was,  then;  no  justice  in 
whilsithe  American  merchant  is  shipping  domes-  considering  the  protection  to  agriculture  as  an 
tic  wheat  to  another  country,  and  that  it  can  be    offset  to  that  of  manufactures.     It  must,  necessa- 


sold  here  cheaper  than  the  domestic  wheat:  Will 
not  the  merchant  purchase  it  in  preference  to  the 


rily,  be  partial  and  temporary.     A  protection  to  a 
small  portion  of  the  country,  which  burdened  the 


domestic  wheat,  and  ship  it  instead  ?  And  why  j  rest,  was  no  excuse  fo7"burdening"th7whofe^.  Il 
will  he?  Because,  getting  it  cheaper,  he  makes  a  I  was  most  extraordinary  to  hear  gentlemen  con- 
greater  profit  on  it.     But  does  not  this  prove  that  —  •   •^-'    •.:■'.■  .    *?     . 

the  owner  himself  may  make  the  proht  ?  Will 
he  be  stupid  enough  to  permit  the  American  mer- 
chant to  make  a  profit  which  he  can  make  him- 
self? Will  he  not  carry  his  wheal  himself  to  the 
foreign  market,  and  drive  us  out  of  that,  before  he 
comes  in  competition  with  us  in  our  own  ?     And 


tend  that  competition' diminished  the  price  of 
manufactures,  but  that  competition  increased  the 
price  of  agricultural  products.  He  should  really 
like  to  hear  by  what  ingenuity  they  explained 
these  opposite  and  contradictory  effects. 
j      When  gentlemen   fly   in   the  face  of  received 

«;ii  K«„^»  .  '        1     ij  "~  ". *  .  ."""  i  ™a*»ms,  sanctioned   by  the  universal  experience 

will  he  not,  to  avoid  additional  expense,  go  thither  l  of  mankind,  ihev  cannot  expect,  whatever  confi- 
il7'.vLnr.l  r  °v,  '°"^h.ng  at  our  ports?  It  is  dence  we  may  have  in  their  opinions,  that  we 
self-evident  that  he  will,  and,  that  the  necessary  !  shall  receive  them  with  implicit  faith.  When  a 
condition  of  a  competition  with  us  in  our  own  |  statesman  affirms  that  a  measure  will  be  followed 
markets,  will  be,  our  previous  exclusion  from  the  I  by  a  consequence,  he  should  be  able  to  explain  in 
toreign  market.     A  lew  stragglmg  cargoes  that  j  what  manner  the  cause  and  effect  are  connected 


may  come  to  this  country,  prove  nothing  to  the 
contrary.  The  same  was  true  of  all  the  great 
staples  of  our  agriculture— corn,  tobacco,  rice, 
cotton,  &c.  With  respect  to  cotton,  even  if  the 
duly  could  be  added  to  the  price,  which  was  im- 
possible, It  would  be  only  a  tax  on  the  manufac- 
turer to  the  extent  of  his  individual  consumption. 
In  the  same  way,  it  would  be  a  tax  on  the  cotton 
grower,  who  would  pay  back  to  the  manufacturer 


with  each  other.  He  should  be  glad  to  hear  some 
attempt  to  show  in  what  manner  the  duty  on 
wheat  would  raise  the  price.  Until  it  was  made, 
he  should  beg  leave  to  differ  with  gentlemen.  It 
was  not  by  any  legislative  quackery— by  any  ho- 
cus pocus  of  law— that  this  effect  could  be  pro- 
duced. He  hoped  the  agriculturists  would  unite 
to  strike  from  this  bill  every  thing  that  was  pre- 
tended  to   be   for  their   benefit.     The  gentleman 


the  amount  of  the  duty  advanced  to  him  on  the    from  Georgia  (Mr.  Cobb)  had  very  lil^ra llyTr 
raw  article.     Even  with   respect  to  sugar,  and  !  at  least  ve7y  wisely,  for  liberality  [mpHedsacri' 

Ural  COmmodltie??.  thp    nmiJiirfir.n   nf     «,.«    o„,l   fk^ \    .n-         ,'.         * 


other  agricultural  commodities,  the  production  of 
which  was  limited  by  climate  or  other  causes, 
competition  had  a  much  more  rapid  effect  in  re- 
ducing prices,  than  it  had  in  manufactures.  Where 
the  lands  of  the  first  quality  had  not  all  been 
brought  into  cultivation,  there  was  no  limit  to  the 
increase  of  the  supply  but  the  quantity  of  labor 
that  could  be  applied.  By  clearing  the  land,  and 
rendering  it  more  arable,  the  facility  of  produc- 


fice,  and  there  was  none,)  offered  to  give  his  vote 
to  take  off  the  duty  on  cotton.  He  hoped  we 
should  strike  out  the  duty  on  wheat,  and  that,  by 
striking  it  out,  we  should  show  at  least  one  thing  ; 
and  that  was,  that  we  were  not  opposed  to  an  en- 
tire prohibition  of  toft  com. 

The  affairs  of  the  agriculturists  of  this  country, 
said  Mr.  G.,  have  reached  a  most  eventful  crisis. 
It  behooved  them  to  look  well  to  consequences  in 


r  ""  ""^irr?-'!'.^  --  '"'«'  "y^"  P-    fu'-rN;;e7rad  ,„ro"f  ^e'nl^eaTIndrffe'r. 


duce  more.  It  was  otherwise  in  manufactu*res. 
Additional  labor  could  not  permanently  diminish 
prices,  unless  it  was  accompanied  by  improve- 
ment in  skill,  in  machinery,  by  augmented  capital, 
or  by  some  other  circumstance  that  facilitated 
production,  and  enabled  the  same  labor  to  pro- 
duce more,  and  these  circumstances  were  gener- 
ally of  slow  acquisition,  never  greatly  exceeding 
the  immediate  wants  of  society,  the  reason 
whv  competition  from  mere  additional  labor 
could  not  permanently  diminish  the  price  of  manu- 
factures was,  that,  if  a  great  supply  should  be 


ent  to  their  own  interests,  and  never  had  men  suf- 
fered more  from  their  own  folly.  Though  pos- 
sessing a  numerical  superiority,  they  had,  by  their 
own  injudicious  policy,  reared  up  classes  hostile 
in  their  principles,  and  formidable  in  their  strength. 
By  the  funding  system  they  had  created  a  money- 
ed capital— they  had  given  these  capitalists  a  bank 
to  increase  their  profits.  That  portion  of  the  cap- 
ital which  took  the  direction  of  manufactures  had 
been  increased  by  a  system  of  protecting  duties, 
and  the  manufacturers  had  now  a  direct  influence 
in  the  House,  altogether  disproportionate  to  their 


1685 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1686 


Febbcary,  1824. 


The  Tariff  Bill, 


H.  or  R. 


numbers  and  importance.  No  doubt  the  consid-  '  remained  perfectly  quiet,  until  a  new  tariff  aroused 
erations  of  public  good  which  prompted  their  rep-  !  them  from  their  slumbers,  and  summoned  them  to 
reseniatives  to  prosecute  the  prohibitory  policy,  a  new  remonstrance  and  another  banquet.  Agri- 
were,  in  many  instances,  seconded  by  motives  of  culture  and  its  interests  are  neglected  and  despised, 
individual  interest.  The  manufacturers  were  not  Agriculture,  the  great  source  of  our  wealth,  like 
only  indebted  to  the  folly  of  the  agriculturists,  the  militia,  the  great  bulwark  of  our  defence, 
but  to  their  own  sagacity  and  industry.     Nothing    makes  a  figure  in  Fourth  of  July  orations  and 


could  exceed  the  zeal  and  activity  with  which 
they  had  promoted  their  objects.  It  was  almost 
incredible.  Among  other  means,  they  appeared  to 
have  organized  a  carps  of  writers — writers  whose 
productions,  to  judge  by  the  quantity,  absolutely 
rivalled  the  effects  of  machinery.     These  literary 


toasts  ;  but,  like  the  militia,  it  is  toasted,  flattered, 
and  despised.  Weareadespised  people— of  which 
our  whole  legislation  is  a  proof— but  there  were 
minor  proofs. 

Four  years  ago,  a  new  committee  had  been  cre- 
ated, called  the  Committee  on  Agriculture.     The 


machines  produced  vast  hupplies  of  pamphlets,  ^  circumstances  of  its  creation  proved,  that  it  was 
which,  containing  a  jumble  of  patriotic  notions,  not  intended  to  devise  ways  and  means  for  the 
partial  suiemeois,  and  fallacious  reasoning,  were  positive  encouragement  of  agriculture,  but  to  pro- 
circulated  oratU — sent  into  the  remotest  corners  of  tect  its  political  interests  from  encroachment.  The 
the  country,  by  posts,  pedlars,  and  other  convey-  Committee  on  Manufactures  had  been  separated 
ances,  and  often  fell  into  the  hands  of  simple  farm-  '  from  that  of  commerce  ;  had  reported  a  great  tariff 
ers,  who,  having  no  opportunity  to  hear  the  other  •  which  had  passed  the  House.  The  day  after  this 
side,  were  captivated  with  their  specious  state-  bill  passed,  it  was,  that  a  gentleman  from  North 
ments,  and  often  made  converts  to  a  system  which  Carolina  moved  to  raise  this  new  committee.  The 
would  ruin  them.  He  had  been  told  of  a  gentle-  committee  had  been  truly  symbolical  of  the  inter- 
man  in  Virginia  who  last  year  sent  a  parcel  of  est  it  represents.  As  the  gentleman  from  New 
wool  to  the  North  to  exchange  for  domestic  cloth,  York,  (Mr.  Cambreleno.)  had  truly  told  the 
and,  when  the  cloth  arrived,  and  the  bale  was  House,  whilst  the  other  committees  had  obtained 
opened,  he  found  in  it  twelve  copies  of  the  Re-  spacious  apartments  in  which  to  hold  their  delib- 
port  of  the  Committee  of  Manufactures,  a  book  erations,  that  on  agriculture  had  never,  until  this 
of  eighty  or  a  hundred  pages — no  doubt  thrown  session,  had  an  apartment  at  all ;  but  had  been 
in  yro/w,  to  make  up  for  the  additional  cost  of  the  .  bandied  about  from  one  room  to  another,  and 
cloth;  though  (without  intending  to  disparage  the  sometimes  indebted  even  to  the  Committee  on 
merits  of  the  report,  the  writer  of  which  he  knew  Manufactures,their  most  deadly  enemies,  (bespoke 
to  be  a  man  of  abilities,)  it  might  be  questioned  of  their  principles,)  for  a  place  to  sit  in.  And  now 
whether  the  receiver  regarded  the  present  m  the  ,  they  had  a  room,  it  was  more  like  a  dungeon  than 
same  light  with  the  donor.  j  any  thing  else.     It  had  a  single  window,  looking 

But  the  agriculturists,  many  of  them,  were  really  !  towards  some  interior  part  of  the^uilding,  into 


interested  iu  manufactures.  The  disbursement  of 
money  benefited  the  farmers  in  the  neighborhood, 
and  produced  an  appearance  of  prosperity,  which 
had  been  relied  on  as  an  argument  in  favor  of  the 
system,  though  it  was  evident  that  this  prosperity 


which  the  sun  never  darted  a  ray.  This  might  be 
called  a  trifle — and  a  trifle  it  certainly  was — but 
feathers  show  how  the  wind  blows.  This  was 
not  all.  A  majority  of  the  committee  were  in  fa- 
vor of  the  protecting  duty  system,  no  doubt  hon- 


was  at  the  expense  of  the  great  bulk  ot  the  agri-  estly,  conscientiously.  But,  whilst  the  manufac 
culiurists.  This  accounted  for  the  petitions  of  I  turers  were  provided  with  a  committee,  to  prepare, 
agriculturists  in  favor  of  protecting  duties,  which  '  organize,  and  concentrate  the  means  of  attack,  the 
some  had  considered  as  matter  of  surprise.  If  you  agriculturists  had  no  committee  to  prepare,  organ- 
were  to  build  palaces  instead  of  factories,  and  en-  ize,  and  concentrate  the  means  of  defence.  He  owed 
dow  the  occupants  with  revenues  drawn  from  |  it  to  justice  to  say,  that  he  had  the  best  reason  to  be- 
other  quarters  of  the  country,  the  disbursements  i  lieve,  that  the  comj)etition  of  the  committee  was 
would  benefit  the  farmers,  who  were  contiguous;  purely  the  result  of  accident  or  inadvertence — and 
palaces  would  become  as  popular  as  factories,  inadvertence  to  the  concerns  of  agriculture,  no  one 
and  we  should,  no  doubt,  see  your  table  loaded  j  had  a  right  to  impute,  as  a  fault,  to  another,  for 
with  petitions,  portraying,  in  very  pathetic  Ian-  all  were  equally  culpable.  But,  if  it  were  any  ad- 
guage,  the  sufferings  of  the  occupants.  Whilst  i  vantage  at  all  to  have  a  committee,  it  was  one 
the  manufacturers  had  been  unremitting  and  in- 1  which  the  agriculturists  were  deprived  of.  It  was 
defatigable  in  their  exertions,  the  agriculturists  j  now  time  for  the  agriculturists  to  change  their  con- 
had  been,  generally,  supine  and  inactive.  They  \  duct,  if  they  did  not  wish  to  be  driven  to  choose 
had,  in  some  places  organized  societies,  whose  re-  I  between  the  alternatives  of  ruin  and  resistance, 
monstrances  had  had  a  good  effect.      But  those 


societies  met  occasionally  only — apparently  more 
to  banquet  than  to  do  business.  The  zeal  of  a 
few  was  great,  but  the  greater  part  of  their  mem- 
bers were  indifferent  to  the  political  interests  of 
agriculture.  When  they  signed  a  remonstrance, 
they  probably  forgot  it  before  it  reached  Congress. 
After  discharging  this  task,  they  retired,  reposing, 
ID  fancy  at  least,  on  the  laurels  of  victory ;  and 


But  the  Speaker  had  told  us,  that  he  bad  known 
several  tariffs  to  pass  through  the  House,  accom- 
panied, in  every  instance,  with  the  predictions  of 
ruin  or  resistance.  But  the  predictions  were  not 
verified  :  no  resistance  had  taken  place.  He  asked 
the  honorable  Speaker,  whether  it  was  doing  jus- 
tice to  his  own  liberality,  to  his  own  philanthropy, 
to  use  this  language  ?  Was  it  not  cruel,  wa^  it 
not  to  taunt  us,  thus  to  extract  from  our  patience, 
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forbearance,  and  lonp;  suffering,  an  argument  for 
putting  them  to  a  still  severer  trial?     What !  be- 
cause the  mechanical  pressure  has  not  yet  depres- 
sed the  spring  to  the  point  of  re-actioo,  shall  it  be 
increased  ?     Because  the  degree  of  tension  has  not 
been  sufficient  to  snap  the  chord,  are  further  ex- 
periments to  be  made,  in   order  to  ascertain  its 
strength?     Political  writers   had   frequently  pre- j 
dieted,  that  the  national   debt  of  Great  Britain  : 
would  rum  the  nation.     Their  predictions  had  not 
proved  true — not  that  they  were  mistaken  in  sup-  , 
posing  the  national  debt  to  be  an  evil:  but  that  ; 
they  had  miscalculated  the  prodigious  productive  \ 
powers  of  the  country,  and  its  capacity  to  resist  i 
the  evil.     So  the  agriculturists  of  the  South,  in  ! 
predicting   that  the  unjust   and   oppressive  sys-  { 
tern  pursued  towards  them,  would  produce  resist-  ; 
ance,  were  not   mistaken  as  to  the  rumous  ef-  i 
feet  of  the  system;  but  tliey  had  miscalculated  > 
their  capacity  of  endurance,  in  comparison  with  i 
their  sense  of  suffering — they  had  underrated  their  ; 
attachment  to  the  Union,  compared  with  their  ' 
ability  to  endure  oppression.     The  Speaker  would  ' 
not  undertake  to  deny,  that  the  Southern  States  1 
were   in   a   ruinous   condition.     What  was   the  I 
cause?      Vain   and    visionary   philosophers   had 
speculated  on  these  causes.     Some  had  ascribed 
them  to  slavery,  some  to  climate,  ardent  spirits,  to-  \ 
bacco,  and  te  other  fantastic  causes;  but  we  had  j 
always  had  these  things,  and  had  sometimes  en-  i 
joyed  very  great  prosperity  ;  these,  therefore,  were  ' 
not   the  causes.     It  was  nothing   more  nor   less  : 
than  this :  the  taxation  of  the  General  Govern-  i 
ment  did  not  leave  us  income  enough  to  appro- 
priate to  the  improvement  of  the  soil.     Our  laws  j 
had  made  the  profits  of  capital  greater  than  the  , 
profits  of  land  and  labor.     It  was  this  that  had 
driven  our  population  into  distant  lands,  reduced  \ 
them  to  beggary,  and   spread  desolation  over  the 
country.     He  admitted  the  influence  of  Slate  legis-  i 
laiion,  and  the  refusal  of  foreigners  to  receive  our 
agricultural  products.     But  what  was  the  instru- 
ment by  which  the  State  legislatures  in  the  South 
had  produced  the  greatest  mischief  ?    It  was  banks. 
And  what  gave  rise  to  them  ?     The  General  Gov- 
ernment had   created   a  moneyed   interest   in  the 
Northern  States.     Banks  were  established  for  the 
benefit  of  the  capitalist ;  and,  when  the  Southern 
Slates  adopted  them,  the  argument  was — at  least 
he  knew  this  to  be  the  case  as  respected  Virginia 
—that  they  were  necessary  to  avoid  being  iributa- 
ries  to  the  Northern  banks.     As  regarded  our  ex- 
clusion from  foreign  markets,  he  conceded  that  it 
was  in  some  degree  owing  to  the  general  pacifica- 
tion in  Europe,  which  had  liberated  a  great  deal 
of  labor  that  had  been  then  applied  to  agriculture  ; 
but  It  was  also,  in  some  measure,  owing  to  our 
own  policy.    By  our  heavy  duties,  we  augmented 
the  price  of  foreign  manufactures  ;  diminished  our 
consumption  of  them  ;  thus  compelled  the  manu- 
facturers to   turn   agriculturists,  and    then   com- 
plained  that  they  would   not  receive  our   bread- 
stuffs.     Why,  the  true  remedy  for  this  was  to  re- 
verse our  system,  to  retrace  our  steps,  to  cheapen 
manufactures,  increase  their  consumption,  and  thus 
to  tempt  agricultural  labor  to  find  more  profitable 


employment.  He  had  no  sort  of  doubt,  that  if,  by 
a  diminution  of  price,  or  by  increased  means  of 
purchasing,  we  could  consume  double  the  quantity 
of  foreign  manufactures,  we  should  give  a  stimu- 
lus to  manufacturing  industry,  which  would  at- 
tract agricultural  labor  from  the  poor  lands  to 
which  it  had  been  obliged  to  resort,  for  want  of 
better  employment,  and  thus,  by  diminishing  the 
quantity  of  breadstuffs,  which  were  produced  at 
a  very  great  cost,  below  the  domestic  consumption, 
compel  foreign  nations  again  to  open  their  ports 
to  us.  After  all,  the  General  Government  was 
the  great  cattsa  causans  of  our  distresses. 

But  the  Speaker  had  said,  that,  while  the  South 
declared  that  it  would  be  ruined  with  the  tariff, 
other  portions  of  the  country  asserted,  with  equal 
confidence,  that  they  would  bo  ruined  without  it, 
and  that  this  was  a  Government  in  which  the  ma- 
jority must  govern.  Supposing  the  latter  assertion 
to  be  true,  he  asked  whether  one  portion  of  the 
country  had  a  right  to  save  itself  from  ruin  bv  ruin- 
ing another  ?  If  the  smallest  member  of  the  Con- 
federacy would  be  ruined  by  a  system  of  taxation, 
the  Federal  Government  would  have  no  right  to 
adopt  it ;  for,  in  order  to  preserve  the  political  re- 
lation of  the  States,  the  Constitution  in  granting 
the  power  of  taxation,  even  for  the  ^reat  purposes 
of  the  common  defence  and  general  welfare,  had 
prescribed  equality  as  the  indispensable  condition 
of  its  exercise.  That  this  system  would  ruin  the 
Southern  States,  he  was  prepared  to  show  when- 
ever the  general  question  came  to  be  discussed. 
The  Southern  Slates,  said  Mr.  G..  have  been  the 
victims  of  the  policy  of  this  Government  ever 
since  its  commencement.  They  have  borne  nearly 
the  whole  burden  of  taxation.  The  funding, 
banking,  protectin^duty,  and  pension  systems,  had 
all  fallen,  in  their  operation,  on  the  Southern 
States.  I  have  read  somewhere  of  an  African 
Prince,  who,  whenever  he  wants  to  tax  his  sub- 
jects, takes  a  windy  day,  puts  a  cap  lightly  on  his 
head,  goes  out  of  doors,  and.  in  whatever  direction 
the  wind  blows  the  cap,  the  people  in  that  direc- 
tion are  taxed.  It  appears  to  me,  that,  from 
whatever  quarter  the  wind  blows,  the  cap  of  the 
General  Government  alwavs  comes  to  the  South  : 
whether  it  be  from  East,  Northeast — (he  had  for- 
gotten how  to  box  the  compass) — hut,  whether  it 
be  from  East,  or  any  other  point,  uorthaltouf  to 
West,  It  was  tiie  same  thiu?.  We  were  first 
made  acquainted  with  this  fatalcap  by  a  hurricane 
called  fnudinij.  It  was  brought  among  us  soon 
after  by  another,  called  a  bank — in  both  instances, 
to  the  great  sorrow  of  all.  except  those  who  fdt 
that  it  was  an  ill  wind  that  blows  nobody  any 
irood.  We  are  now  again  threatened  with  ihi> 
unwelcome  re-visitation  from  two  terrible  tor- 
nadoes— one  from  the  East,  called  a  t;\rifV,  and  the 
other  from  the  West,  called  internal  improvement, 
wliich.  meeting  in  the  same  point,  from  opposite 
directions,  might,  according  to  the  laws  of  me- 
chanical philosophy,  keep  the  cap  stationary,  but 
a  new  impetus  comes  from  the  North,  and  again 
gives  it  its  old  due  direction  to  the  South.  These 
chilling  and  blasting  winds  that  have  come  among 
us,  warmed  by  the  genial  heat  of  the  South,  have 
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returned,  spreading  luxuriance  and  verdure  over 
the  country,  fertilizing  and  fructifying  the  land. 
But,  if  they  come  now,  ihey  come  in  vain  ;  the 
revivifying  principle  is  gone,  our  sun  is  dimmed, 
our  light  is  put  out.     The  farmer  of  the  South, 


cess  of  the  farmer's  produce,  to  a  market.  The 
object  of  this  provision  is  to  secure  him  a  market 
at  his  own  door.  Here  Mr.  T.  stated  the  effect 
produced  by  the  great  canal  of  New  York,  in  rais- 
ing the  comparative  value  of  agricultural  articles 


like  the  silly  sheep  he  shears,  has  suffered  fleece  raised  at  a  distance  from  market — (a  bushel  of 
after  fleece  to  be  taken  from  his  back,  until  he  has  ■  wheat,  at  Rochester,  was  not  worth  more  than  a 
no  longer  a  lock  of  wool  left  to  gratify  the  avarice  j  bushel  of  oats,  within  thirty  miles  of  Albany ;  but 
of  his  shearers;  and  he  has  now  the  melancholy  j  the  canal  abolished  this  difference  entirely;  of 
prospect  before  him  of  being  butchered  and  de-  crackers,  made  at  Auburn,  seven  were  now  sold 
voured,  and  that,  too,  without  the  usual  privilege  I  in  New  York  for  one  cent.)  He  hoped  the  article 
of  being  previously  fattened.     Because,  like  an  old  j  would  either  be  suffered  to  stand,  or  that  the  gen- 


dray-horse,  that  now  and  then  flings  out  his  heels 
at  his  driver,  to  make  a  show  of  resistance,  he  oc- 
casionally grumbles  or  remonstrates,  he  has  vainly 
thought  himself  free.  A  few  cracks  of  the  whip 
have  generally  quieted  him;  but  if  you  come  lo 
lay  the  whip  on  his  back — to  apply  the  thong  to 
ins  skin,  I  do  not  know  whether  he  is  quite  pre- 
pared to  stand  this  test  of  his  humility.     It  is  really 


tleman  from  Virginia  would  move  an  amendment, 
making  wheat  duty-free  altogether. 

Mr.  Clay  rose,  not  to  enter  into  the  discussion, 
but  to  reply  to  the  observations  of  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  respecting  the  Committee  on  Ag- 
riculture. He  said,  that  when  he  had  placed  at 
the  head  of  that  committee,  a  gentleman  from 
New  York,  the  largest  agriculturist  in  this  Union, 


necessary  to  put  our  shoulders  to  the  wheel,  unless  j  (General  Van  Rens.selaer,)  a  gentleman  who  had 
we  mean  to  submit  without  further  struggle.  The  '  ploughed  hundreds  of  acres  where  the  gentleman 
liuie  IS  come  when  we  must, either  "do  or  die.''  j  from  V^irginia  had  ploughed  one;  when  he  had 
I  have  heard  said,  that  this  is  the  wisckt  Congress  !  put  on  it  other  gentlemen  who  were  either  them- 
thal  has  been  assembled  for  many  years.  It  may  ,  selves  agriculturists,  or  the  decided  friends  of  ag- 
be  so  ;  but,  if  some  of  the  propositions  that  are  j  riculture — above  all,  when  the  gentleman  from 
now  before  it,  such  as  the  project  for  internal  im-  |  Virginia,  himself  a  host,  was  added  to  the  com- 
provement — lor  crusading  in  favor  of  universal  \  mittee — and,  he  might  add,  when  the  presiding 
emancipation,  and  last,  though  not  least,  for  a  new  i  officer  of  this  House  was  one  who  had  formerly 
tanfl",  are  adopted,  it  will  not  be  the  first  Legisla-  ploughed  hundreds  of  acres  with  his  own  hands, 
ture  I  have  known,  who>e  acts,  at  least  in  my  i  he  did  think   the   interests   of  agriculture  were 


humble  judgment,  were  in  the  inverse  ratio  of  its 
reputed  wisdom. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  then  rose,  and  said, 
that,  from  the  obs>ervaiions  of  gentlemen  since  the 
present  debate  commenced,  a  stranger  might  be 


pretty  well  taken  care  of  here.  In  the  commence- 
ment of  a  session,  the  occupations  of  all  the 
members  could  not  be  known  at  once — the  presid- 
ing officer  had  to  exercise  a  faculty  which  he  had 
heard  was  peculiarly  possessed  in  some  parts  of 


led  to  conclude  ihal  some  desperate  plot  was  car-  j  the  United  States,  he  had   to  guess  a  little  in  the 


rymg  on  against  the  agriculture  of  this  country, 
and  some  new  principle  started,  in  the  legislative 
course  pursued  respecting  it.  But  nothing  was 
further  from  the  fact.  In  the  tariff  of  1S16,  while 
articles  for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  articles 
calculated  for  the  improvement  of  manufactures, 


appointment  of  committees — but  he  felt  some 
doubt  whether  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  would 
have  found  it  easy  to  make  a  better  selection. 
That  gentleman  seemed  to  think  there  existed 
some  general  conspiracy  against  the  interests  of 
agriculture — if  all  who  had  petitioned  for  the  tariff 


and  such  as  were  intended  to  improve  ihe  mode  were  to  be  considered  as  conspirators,  the  conspi- 
of  agriculture,  were  admitted  duty  free,  wheat  was  i  racy  was  extensive  indeed — (here  Mr.  C.  enume- 
charged  with  a  duty  of  15  per  cent,  ad  valorem.  !  rated  seventeen  States.)  The  whole  State  of  New 
At  an  average  price  of  SI  50  per  bushel,  this  15    York  en  masse  was  in  the  plot,  so  was  all  Pennsyl- 


per  cent,  amounts  to  22^  cents  per  bushel — within 
2h  cents  of  that  now  proposed.  This  2^  cents 
was  added  to  the  former  duty,  because  that  duty 
nad  not  been  found  sufficient  to' prevent  consider- 
able importations  of  wheat  from  the  Black  Sea, 
but  chiefly  from  Upper  Canada.  The  principle 
en  which  the  duty  was  laid,  was  to  secure  to  the 
American  agriculturist  the  whole  of  the  American 
market.  At  its  former  amount  it  failed  to  do  this, 
and  therefore  it  had  been  raised  to  the  present 
amount  of  25  cents. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  had  not  only  rep 


vania  en  masse — nay,  there  were  conspirators  even 
in  Virginia;  —  the  mischief  seemed  to  extend 
throughout  the  Union — and,  considering  its  ex- 
tent, and  the  character  of  those  concerned  in  it, 
the  interests  of  agriculture  must  be  in  serious 
danger. 

Mr.  Baylies  repelled  the  idea  that  the  Commit- 
tee on  Manufactures  were  lo  be  considered  as 
deadly  enemies  to  the  Committee  on  Agriculture — 
nor  were  that  part  of  the  Agricultural  Committee, 
who  were  in  sentiment  friendly  to  the  tariff,  at  all 
inimical  lo  agriculture  or  false  lo  their  trust.    The 


rcsinted  the  tarilf  as  one  great  evil,  but  iniernal  •  two  interests  were  inseparably  connected,  c^peci- 
improvements  as  another.  Now,  how  the  gentle-  !  ally  in  the  Eastern  States.  The  prosperity  of  the 
liK'n,  many  of  whom  were  decided  friends  to  the  [  manufactures  of  New  England  had  enriched  the 
bill  lor  internal  improvements,  could  be  enemies    farmers  of"  New  England. 

to  this  item,  he  did  not  uudersiund.  Tiic  object  Mr.  Gahnett  replied,  that  he  had  guarded  his 
of  the  internal  improvement  bill,  as  it  res|>ected  language  when  he  uttered  it, and  had  said  that  he 
the  agricultural  I'.jte.'est,  ;vas  lo  facilitate  the  dc-  !  Ujheved  tiie  genlkmeu  were  uprigiit  and  sincere. 
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but  he  thought,  nevertheless,  that  their  principles 
were,  in  their  tendency,  hostile  to  agrculture.  As 
to  the  compliments  of  the  honorable  Speaker,  the 
agricultural  interest  would  have  been^much  more 
indebted   to   him,  if  he  had  taken  a   few  more 


this  country,  and  as  necessary  in  their  place,  as 
wheal,  and  why  not  as  deserving  of  protection? 
The  gentleman  says,  that  the  Committee  on  Ag- 
riculture should  all  be  anti-manufacture  men 


and  because  they  are  not,  he  says  they  are  enemies 
members  of  the  committee  from  South  of  the  j  to  agriculture ;  if  so,  it  was  certainly  good  gene- 
Potomac.  I  ralship,  to  put  them  down  in  a  dark  place  where 

Mr.  Clay  again  explained,  as  to  the  structure  they  can  do  it  no  harm, 
of  the  committee.  The  members  were  all  either  Mr.  P.  P.  Barbolr,  of  Virginia,  rose  to  reply, 
farmers,  or  persons  decidedly  attached  to  the  farm-  He  said  he  had  not  the  least  pretension  to  any 
ing  interest.  It  was  noPalways  possible  to  observe  thing  like  wit — it  did  not  belong  to  him.  Still 
latitudes,  especially  where  the  number  of  a  com-  less  could  he  lay  any  claim  lo  sliill  in  trapping, 
mittee  consisted  but  of  seven.  Not  one  Western  Whether  as  trapper,  or  trappee,  he  desired  to  enter 
man  had  been  put  on  it.  The  Committeeon  Manu-  his  protest  against  having  any  thing  to  do  with  it. 
factures,  too,  consisted  almost  entirely  of  farmers.  He  knew  nothing  al>out  either  trajiping  or  irick- 
Surely  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  ought  rather  ing,  but  pursued  a  straightforward  course  as 
to  suspect  the  soundness  of  his  own  views,  than  nearly  as  he  could  by  a  mathematical  line  of  strict 
to  set  himself  up  as  a  standard,  and  arraign  all  propriety.  The  honorable  chairman  of  the  Com- 
who  differed  from  him  in  sentiment.  For  himself,  miitee  of  Manufactures  must  have  imagined  for 
Mr.  C.  believed   that  the  interests  of  agriculture    himself  the  idea  which  he  had  attributed  to  him, 


would  be  prostrated,  not  if  the  bill  did,  but  if  it 
did  not  pass. 

Mr.  Too,  of  Pennsylvania,  (chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Manufactures,)  observed,  that  he 
had  lived  long  enough  to  know,  that  not  much 
was  ever  got  by  complaining — yet  he  thought  he 
had  some  ground  of  complaint  in  what  had  fallen 
from  the  gentleman  from  V^irginia.  He  had  cer- 
tainly attributed  to  the  committee  who  reported 


as  he  had  never  thought  of  imputing  it  to  that 
committee.  I  said,  and  I  still  say.  that  this  duty 
will  not  benefit  the  country.  The  gentleman  has 
said  that  Virginia  is  a  tobacco-growing  country, 
and  he  has  undertaken  to  give  us  a  statement  of 
the  amount  to  which  she  exports  that  article,  in 
which  it  is  quite  palpable  that  he  spoke  (as  he 
said)  without  book. 

[Here  Mr,  Tod  explained,  that  he  meant  the 


the  bill  more  sagacity  than  belonged  to  them — he    six  millions  as  the  value  of  the  whole  export  of 
seemed  to  think  that  they  had   laid  this  duty  as  a    that  article  in  the  Union.] 

lure  to  attract  folks — and  he  seemed  determined  to  Sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  it  happens  that  that  my  native 
show  that  he  understood  trap,  and  would  reject  \  State  is  richer  in  almost  every  thing  than  in 
the  bait  as  far  as  Virginia  was  concerned.  If  Vir-  '  money.  The  great  embarrassment  under  which 
ginia  were  only  a  wheat-raising  State,  this  might  i  she  labors  is  the  want  of  capital,  from  whence  it 
be  very  magnanimous — but  it  happened  that  she  i  happens  that  many  of  the  merchants  of  Virginia 
exports  double  the  value  in  tobacco,  of  all  the  (lour  |  are  mere  factors  for  the  merchants  of  New  York, 
and  wheat  not  only  exported  from  within  her  own  The  tobacco,  which  swells  the  nominal  amount 
bounds,  but  from  all  the  rest  of  the  Union  beside,  of  the  exports  of  Virginia,  belongs,  in  fact,  to  the 
The  amount  of  tobacco  exported,  (he  spoke  with-  !  exports  oi  North  Carolina — because  that  State,  as 
out  book,)  amounted  to  about  six  millions  of  dol-  was  very  truly  and  very  handsomely  said  the 
lars  in  a  year.  The  gentleman,  to  show  his  con-  '  other  day,  is  "  iron  bound,"  as  respects  her  coast.  I 
tempt  for  the  protection  of  this  duty,  says,  take  it    also  am  without  book,  yet  I  think  I  can  come 


away  altogether — Virginia  don't  want  it.     But, 


if  he  wants  to  show  his 


magnanimity 


and   his 


nearer,  within  two  or  three   millions,  at  least, 
than  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  did.    The 


contempt  for  protection,  let  him  bring  forward  a  finest  tobacco  raised  in  Virginia,  (I  speak  of  that 
proposition  to  allow  tobacco,  something  that  his  grown  on  the  South  mountain,  where  it  is  said 
constituents  can  understand,  to  be  imported  duty  \  the  soil  is  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  culture  of  that 
free.  This  bill  only  proposes  to  change  the  arf  plant,)  may  bring  SK^  and  possibly  S12  per  cwt. ; 
talorem  to  a  specific  duty,  and  what  a  bustle  is  ;  other  samples  sell  at  S2  to  $3.  The  fair  average  is 
created — what  a  trap  is  laid.  Yet  this  is  the  only  i  about  .S-5  the  hundred,  which  is  about  five  cents  a 
country  in  the  civilized  world  that  has  not  a  spe-  pound.  This,  according  to  the  gentleman's  first 
cific  duty  on  wheat.  The  amount  imported,  even  i  statement,  would  refjuire  Virginia  lo  produce  one 
seaward,  is  not  so  very  small — three  cargoes  will  '  hundred  and  twenty  millions  of  pounds  of  tobacco 
probably  amount  to  20,000  bushels  ;  so  much  of  j  annually.  But  whatever  it  amount  to,  I  have  not 
the  market  was  lost  to  our  farmers — and  those  introduced  any  proposition  respt'cting  it,  and  sim- 
that  brought  it  made  money  by  the  importation,  ply  for  this  reason  I  wish  to  pursue  the  subject 
Now  the  gentleman  contends  that  it  is  a  rule  of  !  before  us,  in  other  words  to  stick  to  the  text, 
trade  to  buy  where  we  can  get  cheapest — let  him  Now,  tobacco  has  nothing  to  do  with  our  present 
bring  this  principle  home  to  the  farmer.  Let  that  discussion.  Besides,  the  chief  part  of  the  tobacco 
gentleman  ask  the  yeoru<anry  of  this  country,  whe-  raised  in  Virginia,  is  raised  south  of  James  river, 
ther  we  shall  bring  wfu-at  from  Danlzic  because  ,  and  I  reside  north  of  that  river.  In  my  district 
we  can  get  it  cheaper — they  will  soon  answer  j  the  great  staple  is  wheat ;  and  in  whatever  affects 
him,  "\  et  this  would  but  fairly  brinsr  up  and  test  that  article,  my  constituents  are  immediately  con- 
the  general  principle  of  the  bill  with  respect  to  cerned.  I  rose  with  the  purpose  of  showing  that 
manufactures — lead,  wool,  iron,  are  as  plenty  in  I  the  proposed  duty  is  inefficient  as  an  encourage- 


1693 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1694 


Febrdart,  1824. 


Tke  Tarif  Bill. 


H.  OF  R. 


menl  to  agriculture,  and  gives  to  it  the  form  of 
protection  without  the  reality, 

Mr,  Tracy,  of  New  York,  said,  that  although 
Che  duty  now  proposed  might  not,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  be  of 
any  service  to  that  State,  there  were  gentlemen 
on  this  floor  who  represented  other  districts  of 
the  Union,  which  grew  far  greater  quantities  of 
wheat  than  the  district  from  which  that  gentle- 
man came,  and  whose  opinions  were  worthy  of 
respect.  He  thought  that  no  duty  could  be  more 
reasonable  than  that  now  under  discussion,  (un- 
less the  bill  had  been  intended  for  revenue,)  He 
knew  that  the  amount  of  wheat  imported  from 
the  north  and  the  south  of  Europe,  from  the  Bal- 
tic and  the  Black  sea,  was  not  inconsiderable; 
but,  had  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  reflected  a 
moment,  he  might  have  found  one  of  the  finest 
wheat  countries  in  the  world,  immediately  adja- 
cent to  the  State  of  New  York — a  country  from 
which  wheat  can  be  brought  in  abundance  to 
compete  in  the  same  market  with  that  of  the  gen- 
tleman's own  district,  and  undersell  him.  To  his 
Personal  knowledge,  5,000  bushels  were  imported 
y  a  single  miller  at  Rochester  the  last  year.  It 
sold  in  Canada  at  from  3S  to  45  cents  the  bushel — 
its  transportation  to  Rochester  cost  from  15  to  20 
cents,  and  it  sold  there  at  70  and  75  cents  a  bushel, 
while  that  raised  in  the  State  of  New  York  was 
selling  at  a  dollar.  It  was  floured  at  Rochester, 
and  sent  to  New  York  to  compete  with  the  wheat 
from  Virginia  and  Maryland,  As  soon  as  the 
great  canal  shall  be  finished  to  Lake  Erie,  another 
large  district  of  Upper  Canada  will  be  brought 
into  the  field  of  competition,  and  its  wheat  will 
go  to  that  city  without  a  single  rod  of  land  trans- 

iiortation.  For  himself,  he  felt  so  entirely  satis- 
ied  that  the  policy  on  which  the  present  duty  was 
founded  was  a  correct  policy,  that  he  intended  to 
move  the  adoption  of  a  duty  on  imported  flour. 
Of  this  article  large  quantities  came  in  from  Can- 
ada, and  it  was  sold  at  Rochester  at  S2  a  barrel, 
and  he  believed  had,  at  one  time,  brought  but 
§1  75,  and  this  with  a  duty  of  15  per  cent,  ad 
valorem.  A  single  merchant,  in  Upper  Canada, 
had  sent  to  Oswego,  last  year,  3,000  barrels,  and 
it  went  to  New  York  for  exportation.  Was  it 
sound  policy  thus  to  give  away  to  strangers  the 
benefit  of  those  invaluable  facilities  which  our 
own  citizens  had  attained  at  so  great  a  cost  ? 

Mr,  Mallary,  of  Vermont,  thought  that  if  this 
duty  was  perfectly  nugatory  because  of  no  use  to 
Virginia,  the  distinguished  gentleman  from  that 
State  only  wasted  his  great  talents  in  an  attempt 
to  abolish  it.  Why  not  indulge  the  friends  of  the 
bill  in  an  item  that  he  owned  could  do  no  harm, 
and  which  they  believed  might  be  of  essential 
benefit  in  other  parts  of  the  country  ?  Must  Vir- 
ginia be  the  sole  standard  according  to  which 
every  measure  is  to  be  tested  ?  It  had  been  shown 
that  great  quantities  of  the  Canada  wheat  came 
down  the  New  York  canal.  Now  the  people  of 
New  York  made  that  canal  for  themselves  and 
the  citizens  of  their  si>ter  States,  and  not  for  the 
subjects  of  His  Majesty — shall  we  let  in  foreigners 
to  compete  with  our  own  citizens  in  our  own 


agricultural  staples,  and  this  while  the  country  is 
suffering  for  a  market?  Surely  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  Government  to  protect  the  country  against 
such  an  intrusion. 

Mr.  Marvi?»,  of  New  York,  (a  member  of  the 
Committee  on  Manufactures)  said,  that  since  there 
had  been  some  speculation  as  to  the  motives  of  the 
committee  in  putting  this  item  in  the  bill,  he 
would  state  the  circumstances  under  which  it  was 
done,  A  meeting  of  highly  respectable  agricul- 
turists was  held  in  Q,ueen's  county,  on  Long 
Island,  and  resolutions  were  passed  by  them,  re- 
commendmg  an  increase  of  duty  on  several  arti- 
cles of  agricultural  production,  and  among  others, 
the  present  article  of  wheat.  And  since  the  duty 
would,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  produce 
no  injury,  they  thought  it  due  to  the  citizens  of 
that  very  respectable  meeting,  to  comply  thus  far 
with  their  recommendation.  Much  wheat  was 
imported  last  year — much  more  will  be  imported 
next.  Before  the  great  canal  was  begun,  wheat 
was  of  the  same  value  on  both  sides  ot  Lake  On- 
tario. When  wheat  was  worth  one  dollar  and 
t%velve  cents  at  Albany,  at  Rochester  it  was  worth 
only  fifty  cents.  The  opening  of  the  canal  had 
raised  it  at  once  fifty  cents.  The  price  in  Canada 
experienced  an  equal  rise.  Was  it  good  policy  to 
give  this  advantage  to  strangers  and  rivals,  who 
had  contributed  nothing  to  the  expense  of  the 
canal?  If  we  lay  this  duty,  while  the  wheat  of 
our  own  citizens  feels  a  rise  of  fifty  cents,  that  of 
their  competitors  will  get  only  twenty-five  cents 
rise.  And  if  they  still  prefer  to  use  our  canal,  they 
will  come  into  our  market  under  that  difference  in 
our  favor,  and  our  revenue  will  at  the  same  time 
be  augmented. 

Mr.  Hayhen,  of  New  York,  replied  to  Mr. 
Barbocr,  and  stated  that  the  quantity  of  flour 
imported  was  greater  than  that  gentleman  seemed 
to  imagine.  Nor  was  it  brought  over  the  lake, 
as  he  had  suggested  for  milling  merely.  It  was 
within  his  knowledge  that  a  single  individual,  an 
enterprising  merchant  miller  at  Rochester,  had 
imported  the  last  season  4,097  bushels,  the  cost  of 
which,  including  freight  and  storage,  averaged 
sixty-three  cents  a  bushel.  The  duties  came  to 
over  ten  cents,  the  cartage  cost  him  two  cents, 
making  the  total  price  to  him  seventy-five  cents 
per  bushel,  while,  at  the  same  time,  the  American 
farmer  was  getting  from  a  dollar  to  one  dollar  and 
fit'teen  cents  the  bushel.  He  stated  these  facts 
from  a  demi-oflScial  paper  furnished  him  by  the 
collector  of  the  port  ol  Genets ee. 

He  did  not  doubt  that,  in  ten  years  from  this 
time,  there  would  not  be  less  imported  into  the 
single  town  of  Rochester  than  250,000  bushels. 
He  then  went  into  the  following  calculation  to 
show  the  result: 

250,000  bu.  at  >jil.  would  pay  for  grinding  825,000 
The  manufacture  and   materials  of  the      - 

barrels,  50,000,  at  thirty  cents  -  -  15,000 
Freight  on  the  canal,  at  fifty  cents  -     25,000 

Tolls  on  the  canal  to  State  of  N.  York     25,000 


$90,000 
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So  that,  looking  merely  at  the  manufacturing]  ference  to  the  other,  will  depend  chiefly  on  the 
terest  of  his  own  district,  he  should  view  the    regulations  of  the 


interest  .  .  u 

proposed  duty  as  injurious;  but,  regarding  the 
agricultural  interest,  he  beliered  it  would  be  very 
t^neficial.  He,  therefore,  felt  some  hesitation  in 
determining  how  to  vote,  but  rather  thought  he 
should  consent  to  the  duty  for  the  general  good. 
It  must  be  remembered  that  this  wheat,  when 
secured,  went  to  compete  with  that  of  the  South- 
ern Slates.  To  give  some  idea  of  this  trade  upon 
the  frontier,  he  stated  that  the  exports  Irom  Ro- 
chester, alone,  during  the  last  year,  had  amounted 
to  upwards  of  a  million  of  dollars. 

Mr.  Ross  supported  the  propriety  of  the  duly, 
and  showed  its  operation  in  Ohio.  He  staled  the 
embarrassments  of  the  farmer  in  the  interior,  and 
the  injury  he  would  suffer,  if  foreign  competition 
were  superadded  to  his  present  want  of  a  market; 
wheat  had  been  sold  in  Ohio  at  eighteen  cents  a 
bushel;  and  he  had  known  flour  in  Cincinnati  to 

bring  no  more  than  SI  ~5. 

Mr.  Webster,  of  Massachusetts,  said  that  it 
was  necessary,  on  this  subject,  to  legislate  with 
great  deliberation,  and  examine  the  probable  effect 
of   measures   proposed   for   adoption.     Imported 
wheat  now  pays  fifteen  per  cent.,  ad  valorem. 
New  York  exports  great  quantities  of  the  article; 
to  facilitate  its  transportation,  she  has,  at  vast  ex- 
pense, constructed  a  general  canal.     The  inhabi- 
tants of  Canada,  finding  this  the  most  direct  route 
to  the  ocean,  come  the  same  way.     To  meet  the 
expense  of  that  great  public  work,  a  large  amount 
of  tolls  is  required.     The  Canadians  are  glad  to 
pay  these,  in  addition  to  the  fifteen  per  cent.  duty. 
Now,  he  should  certainly  conceive  that  a  transit 
trade  of  this  description  would   be  highly  benefi- 
cial to  the  Stale  of  New  York,  while  the  duty 
paid  upon  it  would,  at  the  same  time,  aid  the 
Treasury  of  the   United   Slates.     The  wheat   is 
brought  into  the  State,  not  for  consumption,  but 
for  eiportaiion.     The  consumption  is  in  a  foreign 
market.     The  New  York  wheat  growers  would 
not  have  that  market,  by  denying  their  canal  to 
the   Canadian    wheat    grower.     The    Canadian 
wheat  would  still  reach  the  same  market,  by  way 
of  the  St.  Lawrence,  at  perhaps  a  small  addition 
of  expense  on  the  transportation.     By  admitting 
it,  the  State  of  New  York  not  only  gains  the  toll 
and  storage,  but  the  manufacturing  of  it  into  Hour, 
and  the  shipping  of  it  to  a  foreign  market.     The 
United  States  Treasury,  the  State  Treasury,  and 
the  manufacturing  and  commercial  interests,  were 
all  gainers  by  its  transit. 

Mr.  Ingham,  of  Pennsylvania,  said  that  the 
argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
had  put  the  question  on  a  new  ground.  The 
question  now  presented  to  us,  was.  whether  the 
United  States  will  promote  the  cultivation  of  its 


respective  Governments;  and, 
ioaportanl  as  are  the  interests  of  manufactures,  the 
improvement  of  our  land  is  still  more  important. 
The  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia  disre- 
gards this  duty,  and  is  willing  at  once  to  give  it 
up.     If  there  were  no  existing  duty,  this   might 
seem  very  magnanimous;  but  what  does  the  gen- 
tleman give  up  ?     A  duty  of  2\  cents,  in  addition 
to  22J  already  laid.     This  is  all  ihat  he  would 
give  up,  supposing  ever  so  much  wheat  to  be  im- 
ported ;   but  he  tells  us  there  is  none  imported,  or 
next  to  none ;  he  therefore  gives  up  nothing,  or 
next  to  nothing.     The  gentleman  refuses  a  pro- 
posal to  take  oflT  the  duty  on   toba«co,  liecau^e 
other  States,  besides  Virginia,  are  interested   la 
raising  it ;  but,  are  not  other  Stales  concerned  ia 
raising  wheat,  too  ?     Virginia  has  not  the  exclu- 
sive dominion  over  the  growing  of  wiieat ;  and 
could  she  look  beyond  her  own  boundary  for  any 
thing  else  than  political  power,  she  might  have 
discovered  that  her  neighbors  have  some  interest 
in  such  a  duly,  if  she  has  none.     The  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  speaks  of  transit  tolls,  and  of 
mercantile   commissions ;   but  these   are   trifling 
compensations  for  facilitating  to  our  own  market 
abroad  the  access  of  our  agricultural  rivals.    Will 
you,  by  facilities  like  these,  encourage  the  settle- 
ment of  the  territories  of  a  (hostile  I  must  not 
say,  but  of  at  least  a)  foreign  Power  ? 

Mr.  Va.nce,  of  Ohio,  said  that  he  was  unhap- 
pily, able  to  speak  from  personal  experience  on 
this  subject.     He  knew,  for  h«  had  felt  the  exist- 
ence and  operation  of  Canadian  rivalry.     He  had 
shipped  large  quantities  of  flour  and  pork,  and 
when   he  got  to   a  market,  had  been   there  put 
down  by  the  competition  of  Canadian  shippers. 
The   whole  of  the  military  posts  of  the   United 
States,  on  the  northwest  of  the  Ohio,  had  been 
supplied  almost  exclusively  by  the  people  of  Up- 
per Canada.     The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
says  that  this  flour  is  not  for  American  consump- 
tion ;  and  he  is  therefore  willing  to  strike  out  the 
duty.     But  it  is  a  fact  that  the  British   Govern- 
ment have  for  years  past  supplied  the  American 
Army  with  all  its  flour.     When  I   took   flour  to 
the  posts,  hoping  to  find  for  it  an  American  mar- 
ket, I  found  that  the  contractor  uniformly  drew 
his  supplies  from  my  neighbors  on  the  other  side 
of  the  lines.     Upper  Canada  is  in  this  respect  a 
much  more  formidable  rival  to  the  United  Slates 
ihan  gentlemen  seem  to  conceive.     It  is  now,  and 
will  be  more  and  more  so,  one  of  the  greatest 
wheat  growing  countries  in  the  world. 

Mr.  Buchanan, of  Pennsylvania,  spoke  in  favor 
of  the  duty.  Let  the  Canadian  grain  growers  go 
down  their  own  river.  While  our  own  farmers 
are  struggling  for  a  market,  shall  we  bring  stran- 


own  territory,  or  of  the  territory  of  Upper  Canada  ?' gers  into  that  market  on   a  cheaper  footing  than 

He  proposes  to  admit  the  citizens  of  Canada  to  an    they  could  otherwise  get  there,  by  the  use  of  our 

facilities?     Europe   is  now  in  profound  peace; 


she  can 


grow 


wheat 


enough 


for  her  own  con- 


proposes 
equal  participation  with  ourselves  in  all  our  facili- 
ties for  trade,  while  our  citizens  are  kept  out  of  ^  i       i  • 
Canada  by  laws  that  mept  and   prohibit  them  at  \  sumption,  and  llial  ot  her  dependencies  ;  she  may 
♦  very  step.     The  natural  advantages  of  the  two    soon  go  larther,  and  sie!;  to  gil  lue  supplying  of 
banks  of  ihe  St.  Lawrence  are  nearly  the  ^arnc; 
the  inducement  f.r  ^ettlemont  on  the  one  in  pre- 
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us.     Let  us  anticipate  such   an    idea,  and  meet 
ihera  With  a  duty  at  our  threshold. 


Accommodations  for  Con^rect,  Mr.  Dickerson 
submitted  a  resolution  to  tppoint  •  com- 
mittee to  m«ke  such  dislributioa  of  the 
rooms  of  the  Capitol  as  business  may  re- 
quire -•-.-.- 
a^eed  to,  aod  the  committee  appointed  - 
report  made,  and  agreed  to        -         -         • 

Accountability  of  Public  Officers.     (See  Public 

Offieer$.) 
Accounts,  Committee  on,  appointed 

Ads  of  Congress,  Mr.  Barbour  submitted  a  res- 
olution in  relation  to  such,  as  may  expire 
during  the  present  session,  read 

read  the  second  time,  and  laid  on  the  table 

Mr.  Edwards,  of  Connecticut,  submitted  a 
resolution  to  publish  with  an  index  called 
for  by  Congress,  such,  as  are  Umited     - 

agreed  to 

message  with  a  report  from  the  Secretary 
of  State  on  the  above  resolution 

Mr.  Holmes  submitted  a  resolution  in  rela- 
tion to  the  expiration  of  laws 

referred  (b  the  Committee  oo  the  Judiciary 

report  made      ...... 

laid  on  the  table        .         .         .         .         . 

Adams,  Ephraim,  and  others,  Mr.  Dickerson 
presented  a  memorial  from,  read  and  re- 
ferred     

Adjournment,  Mr.  Macon  submitted  a  resolution 

in  relation  to,  read         -         .         .         . 

postponed  --.-._ 

conitidered  ...... 

amended,  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
amendments  received        .         .         .         . 

concurred  in     -----         - 

a  resolution  from  the   House  to  appoint  a 
committee  to  report  upon  the  business  to 
be  done  before  the,  concurred  in,  and  the 
committee  appointed      .         .         .         . 

a  report  in  part  read,  and  laid  on  the  table 

further   report  laid  on  the  table 

Senate  adjourn  tine  die    •        •        >        • 

Alabama,   Mr.  King  submitted  a  resolution  re- 
specting pre-emption  in  Bibb,  Conecuh, 
Henry,  and  other  counties  in 
agreed  to  ..... 

bill  for  that  purpose  reported  and  read 
read  a  second  time     .... 
'  ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  • 
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Page.  !  Alabama— continued.  Page 

a  bill  to  regulate  survey,  itc.,  of  lands  in, 
reported  and  read  .... 

read  the  second  time        .... 

laid  on  the  table         ..... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading         ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Mr.  Kelly  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
State  in  relation  to  holding  the  district 
court  in  the  northern  part  of,  read  and 
laid  on  the  table    ..... 

Mr.  King  presented  a  resolution  of,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  improvement  of  its  navigable 
waters,  read  and  referred        ... 

a  bill  to  repeal  in  part  an  act  to  enable  the 
people  of,  10  form  a  constitution,  dec, 
reported  and  read 

read  the  second  time 

laid  on  the  table 

considered         ... 

again  laid  on  the  table 

taken  up  and  considered  - 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 

title  amended,  and  the  bill  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed    . 

.Mr.  Kelly  submitted  a  memorial  of  the  Le- 
gislature of,  praying  relief  to  certain  pur- 
chatiers  of  public  lands,  read  and  referred 
Alden,  Judah,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Kepre- 
j  sentatives  for  the  relief  of       .         -         - 

]  read  twice,  and  referred     .... 

,  reported  without  amendment     ... 

laid  on  the  table        ..... 

j  Alexandria,  Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Maryland,  presented 
:  a  memorial  of  the  Council  of,  praying 
I  extension  of  their  charter,  read  and  re- 
!  ferred 120 

Mr.  Parrott  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Turnpike  Company  of,  and  Washington, 
praying  authority  to  collect  toll,  read  and 
referred  ..-.-. 

a  bill  to  amend  the  act  for  the  establishment 
of  said  company,  reported  and  read 

read  the  second  time  .... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      -         .         . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

amendments  received         .... 

concurred  in      -----        - 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
regulate  the  inspection  of  flour  in  the 
county  of       -----         - 

read  twice,  and  referred    .... 

reported  witlM}Ut  amendment    ... 
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Alexandria — continued. 

bill  ordered  to  the  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  paiised 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representative*,  to 
confer  certain  powers  on  the  Levy  Court 
of  -----.. 

read  twice,  and  referred     -         .         -         . 

a  memorial  from  Alexander  Moore,  and 
others  of,  praying  the  postponement  of 
the  bill,  read  and  referred        ... 

the  bill  ordered  to  the  third  reading    • 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Alford  Jonas,  Mr.   Ruggles  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read  and  referred         .         .         . 

the  committee  discharged  -  .  .  . 
Alleghany  River,  Mr.  Smith  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion directing  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  connecting  by  canal  the  Susque- 
hannah  and  .         -         .         .         . 

read,  and  laid  on  the  table  .        .        •. 

agreed  to  ...... 

the  committee  discharged   from  considera* 
tion  of  the  resolution      .         .        .         . 
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Allen,  David,  and  others,  Mr.  Dickerson  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  read  and  referred 

Allen,  Zacbariah,  and  others,  Mr.  Knight  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  praying  additional 
duty  on  wool,  read  and  referred     - 

Amendment  to  the  Constitntion,  Mr.  Benton 
submitted  a  resolution  for  one,  in  relation 
to  the  election  of  President  and  Vice  Pre- 
sident, read 32 

read  the  second  time  ....       36 

referred -.44 

Mr.  Hayne  submitted  a  resolution  for  an, 
in   relation  to   the  election  of  President, 

read 

read  the  second  time,  and  referred     .         - 
Mr.  Dickerson   submitted  a  resolution   for 
an,  respecting  the  choice  of  Representa- 
tives and  Electors,  read  twice  and  refer- 
red to  a  select  committee         ... 
reported  with  an  amendment     ... 
considered  -         US,  130,  133,  160,165,  167 

report  of  the  committee  upon  the  several  re- 
solutions proposing,  in  regard  t')  the  elec. 
tion    of   President    and  Vice    President, 

read 100 

recommitted 102 

resolution  that  no  one  shall  be  eligible  to 

the  office  of  President  iot  more  than  two 

terms,  reported  and  read 

read  the  second  time  ... 

considered  ..... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 

passed        ...... 

the  several    resolutions   proposing   an,  re- 
specting the  election  of  President  and  Vice 
President,  under  consideration      354,  376,  402 
postponed  indefinitely         ....     417 

Mr.  Holmes  submitted  a  resolution  for  an. 
in  relation  to  the  mode  of  determining 
the  validity  of  the  election  of  President, 
read  twice,  and  referred  ... 

Mr.  Van  Buren  submitted  a  resolution  for 
an,  in  regard  to  election  of  President      . 
referred  to  the  committee  on  other  resolu. 
tions  of  a  similar  nature         ... 
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Amendment  to  the  Constitution — continued.      Page 
Mr.  Mills  submitted  a  resolution  for  an,  in 

relation  to  the  election  of  President 

referred 

resolution   for  an,  proposed   by  Mr.  Taylor 

at  the  last  session,  ordered  to  be  printed 
Mr.  Van  Buren  submitted  a  resolution  for 

an,  in  relation  to  the  power  of  Congress 

to  make  roads  and  canals,  read        -         •136 
read  the  second  time  ....     139 

laid  on  the  table         .....     \%\ 

Arkanaas,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  furnish,  for  the  use  of  the  Terri- 
tory, an   abstract  of  the   military  bounty 
lands  within  the  same,  read    •         •         -  38 
referred     --.....43 
reported  without  amendment      -         -         •  ftl 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         •         -  63 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •         •         -  55 
Mr.  Benton  presented  a  memorial   of  the 
Legislature  of,  praying  a  modification  of 
the  western  boundary  line,  read  and  re- 
ferred      47 

a  bill  to  fix  the  western  boundary  of,  reported 

and  read        ......  430 

the  report  in  full        .....  4fO 

the  bill  read  the  second  time      ...  433 

laid  on  the  table 609 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  771 

recommitted      .---..  773 

reported  with  amendments         ...  773 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed            .         .  779 
a  bill  for  the  adjustment  of  land  claims  in, 

reported  and  read            -          .          .         .  \%Q 
read  the  second  time          ....  135 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  |4g 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  153 
a  message  from  the  President  in  relation  to 
James  Miller,  Governor  of,  read,  and  re- 
ferred   ..---..  328 
a  bill  confirming  certain  acts  of  the  Gov. 
ernor,   and  for  other   purposes,  reported, 
and  read  twice        ■          .         .         .         .  \%^ 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  440 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .         •         .  463 
a   bill   to   provide  a  Surveyor  General  for, 

reported,  and  read 431 

read  the  second  time  .....  434 

postponed  indefinitely         ....  77Q 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 

extinguish  the  Quspau  title  to  lands  in    •  737 

resd  twice,  and  referred     •         .         .         .  744 

reported  without  amendment      ...  74g 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  7go 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  7g7 
a  bill  for  the  adjustment  oi  land  claims  in, 

reported,  and  read  •        •        >        -ISO 

read  the  second  time          ....  135 

ordered  to  the  third  rea<ling         ...  I4g 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •         -        .153 

(See  Prc'emption. — Sec  MLuourL) 

Armistead,  W.  K.,  Mr.  Barbour  presented  the 

petition  of,  read,  and  referred           .         -  747 
Armories,  a  report  of  the  eipendiiures  at  the  Na- 
tional, dec,  read 448 

Arms,  Lemuel,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of        ...  583 
read  twice,  and  referred     ....  698 
reported  without  amendment     ...  655 
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Arms,  Lemuel — continued. 

bill  ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         .         . 
Army,  so  much  of  the  President's  Message  •• 
tefen  to  the,  fortifications,  MiliUry  Acad- 
emy, Ac,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Miliury  Aflairs      •         .         .         .         . 
Army  Register,  a  copy  of  the,  for  each  member, 

transmitted  by  the  Secretary  of  War 
Ashmead,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Findlay  pre- 
sented the  petition  oi;  read,  and  referred 
Atkinson,  Moses,  and  others,  Mr.  Holmea  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  read,  and  referred 
adverse  report  made  -         -         .         .         . 
agreed  to- 
Auction  Sales,  Mr.  Smith  presented  a  memorial 
of  a   number   of   citixens  of    Baltimore 
against,  read,  ind  referred      ... 
the  committee  discharged  -         -         -         . 
Alton,  Samuel  J.,  Mr.  Elliott  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read,  and  referred       ... 
committee  discharged         .... 

B. 
Babbit,  Jacob,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
senUtives  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice,  and 
referred  ...... 

reported  without  amendment    ... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading         ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  paased  ... 

Bacot,  Thomas  W.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 

Representatives   for   the    relief    of,   read 

twice,  and  referred  .... 

reported  without  amendment    ... 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Baker,  James,  and  others,  Mr.  Findlay  presented 

the  petition  of,  read,  and  referred    - 

Baker,  Lewis,  and  others,  Mr.   Dickerson  pre. 

sented  the  memorial  of,  read,  and  referred 

Balixe.     (See  Louitiana.) 

Bali,  William  Lee,  a  message  from   the   House 

of  Representatives  announcing  the  death 

of 

resolution  to  attend  the  funeral  of  •  • 
Bank,  United  States,  a  report  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  in  relation  to  dividends 
paid  or  payable  by  the  .  -  -  . 
Bankruptcy,  Mr.  Smith  presented  a  memorial  of 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Baltimore, 
praying  an  uniibrra  system  of,  read,  and 

referred 

Barbour,  James,  of  Virginis,  attended 

remarks  of,  on  claims  due  to  Virginia  for 

advances  during  the  late  war  .         27 

on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Francis  Hender- 

•on 87,  99 

on  the  transportation  of  the  mail        -         -     118 
on  proposed  amendments  to  the  Constitu- 
tion        158,  411 

speech  of,  on  the  same       ....     ^gg 
on  the  bill  for  additional  sloops  of  war        -     21U 
remarks  of,  on  the  same     .         -         . 
on  Imprisonment  for  Debt 
on  the  purchase  of  cannon,  6lc. 
on  the  Tariff  bill       - 
Barnstable  Bay.     (See  Buzzard's  Bay.) 
Barllett,  William,  John  Stearns,  Nathaniel  Car- 
ver, and   othera.  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  the  relief  of,  read      -       77 
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Bartlett,  William — continued. 

bill  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment    ... 

debated,  and  laid  on  the  ubie     -         -         - 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Bartlett,  William,  and  others,  of  Newburyport, 
Mr.  Mills  presented  the  memorial  of,  rela- 
tive to  French  depredations,  read,  and 
referred  --..-. 

Mr.  Lloyd  presented  similar  memorial  of, 
read,  and  referred  .... 

Barton,  David,  of  Missouri,  attended 
Baton  Rouge,  Mr.  Johnson  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion for  making  a  post  road  from  Opelou- 
sasto-        -        .        .        .        .. 

laid  on  the  table 

bill  firom  the  House  of  Representatives  rela- 
tive to  a  public  lot  at      - 

read,  and  referred       ..... 

reported  without  amendment     ... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  • 

bill  from  the  House  of  RepresenUtives 
granting  a  trect  of  land  to  West,  read 
twice,  and  referred  .... 

reported    ----... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading         ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Baudin,  Nicholas,  Mr.  King  of  Alabima  pre- 
sented   the   petition  of  Nicholas  Cook, 
agent   for    the   heirs   of,   read,   and   re- 
ferred   --..-.. 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  hein  of,  and  the 
heirs  of  Joseph  Chastang,  reported 

read  the  second  time  .... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Bayly,  Mountjoy,  Doorkeeper  and  Sergeant-at- 
Arms,  a  resolution  authorizing,  to  employ 
an   assistant,  read  twice         ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 

Beard,  David,  bill  from  the  House  of  Represea- 

tafives  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice,  and 

referred 

reported  without  amendment    ... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Beesley,   Thomas,   and  othere,   Mr.  Mcllvaine 
presented  the  petition  of,  praying  increase 
of  duty  on  imported  iron,  read,  and  re- 
ferred   -.-..-. 

Bell,  Samuel,  of  New  Hampehire,  attended 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  settling  claims 
against  the  United  Slates        ... 
Belt,  Benjamin  M.     (See  Langley,  Hezekiah.) 
Bennett.     (See  Napier,  Jfc.) 
Bennett,  Joshua,  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  of    ... 
read  twice,  and  referred     .... 

reported  without  amendment      ... 
laid  on  the  table         ..... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       .        .        - 

read  the  third  time,  and  pasaed 

Benneville,  Daniel,  Mr.  Findlay  presented   the 

petition  of,  respecting  the  tariff,  read,  and 

referred  ...... 

Benton,  Thomas  H.,  of  Missouri,  attended 
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Senate  Proceedinnt  and  ThhateB. 


Benton,  Thomas  H. — continued.  Page. 

speech  of,  on  a  proposed  amendment  to  the 
Constitution,  relative  to  the  election  of 
President       .-.--- 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  carry  into  effect  the 
bill  to  protect  the  Indian  fur  trade  - 

remarks  of,  on  the  same     -         .         -     456,  459 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  the  surveys  of  roads 
and  canals     .-.--- 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  disposal  of  re- 
fuse lands      ---.-. 

on  the  Tariff  bill 

on  his  resolution  in  relation   to  domestic 

hemp 

Bertrand,  J.  F.,  and  others,  Mr.  Johnson  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  praying  alteration  of 
the  naturalization  laws,  read, and  referred 
Berry,  Taylor.  (See  Le  Sieur,  Firman.) 
Blagrove,  William,  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  of,  read  twice, 
and  referred  ------ 

reported   with  amendment         -         .         - 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Blean,  Robert,  bill  from  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives for  the  relief  of  - 
read  twice,  and  referred  -  -  -  - 
reported  without  amendment  -  -  . 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Bloomfield,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Hayne  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  praying  a  moditica- 
tion  of  the  alien  laws,  read,  and  referred 
Blount,  J.  G.,  and  others,  Mr.  Branch  presented 
a  memorial  of.  in  relation  to  French  Spo- 
liations, read,  and  referred  .  -  . 
Boardman,  Elijah,  resolution  of  respect  for  the 

memory  of 

Boker,  Charles,  and  others,  Mr.  Dickerson  pre- 
sented a  memorial  of,  concerning  duty 
on  foreign  iron,  read,  and  referred  - 
Bombergin,  William,  and  others,  Mr.  Findlay 
presented  the  memorial  of,  respecting  the 
tariff,  read,  and  referred  .         -         - 

Books  and   Maps,  Mr.  Dickerson  submitted   a 
resolution  to  appoint  a  committee  to  pur- 
chase, for  the  use  of  Congress 
agreed  to- 
Bowen,  William,  and  others,   Mr.  Findlay  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  respecting  duty  on 
foreign  iron,  read,  and  referred 
Boyd,  Joseph  C,   Mr.   Chandler  presented  the 
petition  of,  stating  his  inability  to  settle 
his  accounts  from  the  loss  of  papers,  read, 
and  referred  ----- 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported  and  read 
read  the  second  time  -         .         - 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Brace,  Stephen,  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre 
sentatives  for  the  relief  of 
re»d  twice,  and  referred     - 
reported  without  amendment 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
Bradford,  Charles,  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre 

sentatives  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of      -     582 
read  twice,  and  referred     .        -         -         .     793 
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Bradford,  Charles — continued.  Page. 

bill  reported  without  amendment  .  .  675 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  749 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  .  .  753 
Branch,  John,  of  North  Carolina,  attended  -  11 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  secure  the  accoant- 

ability  of  public  officers  -         -       237,241 

remarks  on  a  resolution  proposing  an  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution         -         -         . 
Brick,  Joshua,  and  others,  Mr.  Mcllvaine  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  praying  increase  of 
duty  on  iron,  read,  and  referred 
Bridges,  Benjamin,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the 

petition  of,  read,  and  referred 
Brooke,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented 
the  memorial  of,  praying  a  revision  of  the 
tariff,  read,  and  referred  .         -         - 

Brooks,  P.  C,  and  others,  Mr.  Lloyd  presented 
the  petition  of,  in  relation  to  French  spoil- 
nlions.  read,  and  referred         .         -         - 
Brooks,  James,  Jehu,  and  Nathaniel,  a  bill  from 
the  House  of  Representatives   for  the  re- 
lief of,  and  their  heirs     -         -         -         . 
read  twice,  and  referred     .         -         .         - 
reported  without  amendment      .         -         . 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         .         - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Bronson,  Alvin,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of       -         -         - 
read  twice,  and  referred     -         -         -         - 
reported  without  amendment     -         -         . 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Brotherton,  Robert,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  the  relief  of  - 
read  twice,  and  referred  -  -  -  - 
reported  without  amendment  ... 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  .  -  . 
read  the  third  time,  and  pa^ed 

Brown,  Daniel,  the   petition  of,  called  up,  and 
referred  .-...- 

has  leave  to  withdraw  his  papers 
Brown,  Ethan  .Allen,  of  Ohio,  attended     - 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  opening  certain 
roads  in  Florida  -         •       291,  292,  294 

Brown,  James,  of  Louisiana,  attended       •         -         9 
letter  from,  resigning  his  seat  in  the  Senate       27 
Brown,  Jonas  B.,   and  others,    Mr.    Mills  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  in  relation  to  the 
tariff  read,  and  laid  on  the  table    - 
Brown,  Samuel,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  issuing    letters  patent  to, 
read,  and  referred  -         -         -         -         - 
reported  without  amendment     ... 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Brush,  Elijah,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentative:! for  the  relief  of  -  -  - 
read  twice,  and  referred  -  .  -  . 
reported  without  amendment  -  .  . 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  .  . 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Burd,  Paul,  and  others,  Mr.  Mcllvaine  presented 

the  petition  of,  read,  and  referred    • 
Burns,  Malachi.  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  of   - 
read  twice,  and  referred     -         .         .     592,  693 
reported  without  amendment     ...     616 
laid  on  the  table         .....     746 
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Page.  I 
Butts,  Mark,  and  others,    Mr.  Lloyd  presented 

the  petition  of,  read,  and  referrcKl    -         -     204 
Buzzard's  Bay,   Mr.  Lloyd  submitted   a  resoln- 
tion  directing  the  Committee  on   Roads 
and  Canals  to  make  inquiries  in  relation 
to  a  canal  between  Barnstable,  and        -       83 
agreed  to -89 


C. 

Cadwallader,  Mitchener,  Mr.  King  presented  the 
petition  of,  praying  leave   to  copy  State 
papers,  dec,  read,  and  referred        •         -       54 
Caldwell,  John,  and  others,   Mr.  Lanraan  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  relative  to  French 
sDoliations,  read,  and  referred         -         .     108 
Camp,  Jesse,  Mr.  Ruggles  presented   the   peti- 
tion of,  read,  and  referred       -         -         -     126 
committee  discharged         >        .        .         -     316 
Canada,  Nathaniel,  Mr.  Lanman  presented  the 

petition  of,  read,  and  referred         -         -     314 
Canby,  Israel  T.,  Mr.  Noble  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read,  and  referred        -         -         .       31 
Cannon,  Bombs,  dec,  a  bill  for  the  supply  of, 

read 147 

read  the  second  time,  and  referred     -         -     151 
reported  without  amendments    -        .         .     242 

debated 329 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...     333 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -         •     333 

Capitol,  statement  of  William  Lambert  relative 

to  the  longitude  of  the,  read  •         -         •       52 

ordered  to  be  printed         .         -         .         .     339 

a  bill  from  the  House    of  Representatives 

making  appropriations  for  furnishing  the 

rooms  in  the  .....     773 

read  twice,  and  referred     -         .         .         .     776 

reported r     782 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...     785 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -         •     789 
(See  AccommodatiorxM.) 
Carlisle    ^rtillery,  Mr.    Findlay  presented    the 
petition  of  the,   praying   to  be    received 
into  service,  read,  and  referred         •         -     258 
Carr,  Thomas,  and  others,  Mr.  Hayne  presented 
the   petition  of,  against   an    increase  of 
duties,  read,  and  referred         .         -         .     422 

Carroll,  Daniel,  of  Duddington,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  the   relief 

of 593 

read  twice,  and  referred    -         -         •         .616 

reported  without  amendment     ...  675 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -         .         .  749 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed           -         -  752 

Carter,  John,  of  Kentucky,  a  bill  from  the  House 

of  Representatives  for  the  relief  o(        -  617 

read  twice,  and  referred     ....  653 

reported  without  amendment     ...  726 

laid  on  the  table 749 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       .         -         .  752 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •         -  761 

Carver,  Nathaniel.     (See  Bartlett,   WiUiam.) 
Case,  Loudon,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of,    read   twice, 
and  referred  -         ....       56 

reported  without  amendment  •  -  •  80 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  -  .  85 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        •       89 


Page. 


Castine,  a  bill   from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  the  relief  of  certain  persons  in     -  691 
read  twice,  and  referred     ....  703 
reported  without  amendment    ...  709 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  749 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -         .  753 
Causici,  Enrico,  a  letter  from,  announcing  the 
completion  of  a  group  of  statuary  for  the 
Capitol,  referred    .....  509 
committee  discharged         ....  524 
Mr.  Eaton  submitted  a  resolution  directing 

the  payment  of  $1,000  to,  read      .         -  783 

the  third  reading  negatived         ...  789 

Cazenove,  Anthony  C,  and  others,  Mr.  Van 
Dyke  presented  the  petition  of,  against 
the  recession  of  Alexandria,  read,  and  re- 
ferred     427 

the  committee  discharged  ...     533 

Chandler,  John,  of  Maine,  attended  .         .         9 

is  qualified         ......       iq 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sam'l 
Gilbert  -        -        -         -         -        -       90 

on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Francis  Hender- 
son         --99 

on  bill  for  additional  sloops  of  war  139,  149,  224 
on  the  purchase  of  cannon,  &c.  -         -     331 

on  the  bill  for  settling  claims  against  the 

United  States 477 

on  the  Tariff  bill 594 

Chandler,   Walter  8.,  Mr.  Johnson  presented 

the  memorial  of,  referred         -         -         -  54 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  and  read    •  147 

read  the  second  time         •         -         •         -  151 

recommitted      ----..  154 

reported  with  amendments        ...  166 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         -         -  257 
amended,  by  adding  the  name   of  Samuel 

Ward,  and  passed          ....  358 

Chapin,  Samuel,  and  others,  Mr.  Findlay  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  praying  a  modifica- 
tion of  the  Tariff,  read,  and  referred       -     233 

Chaplain  elected       ......       30 

Charleston,    Mr.  Hayne  presented  a  memorial 
of  the  citizens  of,  in  relation  to  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  read,  and  referred  -       48 
the  committee  discharged  ...     757 

Mr.  Hayne  submitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing a  navy  yard  at         -         •         -         •       56 

agreed  to 75 

Mr.  H.  presented  the  memorial  of  a  number 
of  merchants  of,  in  relation  to  French  spo- 
liations, read  and  referred       -         -         -      1 1 1 
Mr.H.  presentedamemorialof  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce  of,   praying  a  uniform  sys- 
tem of  bankruptcy,  read,  and  referred     -     206 
Mr.  H.  presented  the  memorial  of  William 
Drayton  and  others  of,  against  an  increase 
of  duties,  read,  and  referred    -         .         -     355 
a  bill  for  the  further  survey  of  the  harbor  of, 
and  the  coust  of  Florida,  reported,  and 
read  twice     -         -         -         -         -         -716 

amended,  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading       737 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -     747 

Chastang,  Joseph.     (See  Baudin,  Nicholaa.) 
Cherokee  Indians,  a  communication  from  a  del- 
egation of,  concerning  Georgia  lands,  laid 
on  the  table 522 
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Cherokee  Indians — continued.  Page 

Mr.  Benton  presented  the  naemoriftl  of  John 
KoMtnd  others,  in  relation  to  their  pow> 
er  to  impose  taxes,  read  and  referred 
Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Cooipanj, 
Mr.  Findiay  presented  the  memorial  of 
the,  prajing  the  aid  of  Congress,  read, 
and  referred  .         -         .         -         - 

a  communication  from  the  President  of  the, 
referred  .-.-.. 

a  bill  authorizing  a  rubscnption  to  the  stock 
of  the,  reported  and  read         ... 

report  in  full  

the  bill  read  the  second  time      ... 

laid  on  the  table 

Chesley,  William  F.,  and  others,  Mr.  South 
presented  the  petition  of,  read,  and  re- 
ferred     122 

adverse  report  made 353 

laid  on  the  table 376 

Child,  John  T.,  and  others,  Mr.  D'Wolf  pre- 
sented the  petition  oi,  relative  to  French 
depredations,  read,  and  referred 
Childs,  Thomas.     (See  WiUard,  Julius.) 
Chitwood,  Sarah,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  of,  read    - 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment*  •         -         . 

laid  on  the  table 

Christ  Church,  Mr.  Lloyd  presented  a  memo- 
rial of  the  vestry  of,  read,  and  referred    - 
a  bill  for  enclosing  the  bunai  ground  of,  re- 
ported, and  read    ..... 
read  the  second  time  .... 

laid  on  the  table         ..... 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Circuit  Courts.     (See  Judiciary.) 
Claims,  the  Committee  on,  appointed 

committee  on,  discharged  .... 
a  bill  for  the  settlement  of  pecuniary,  re- 
ported, read,  and  referred        ... 
reported  without  amendment     .         .         - 

considered 447,  472 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  474 
read  the  third  time  ----'-  474 
a  motion  to  recommit  the  bill  ...  475 
recommitted 480 
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reported  without  amendment     .         -         - 
considered  ...... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ... 
its  passage  negatived  .... 

Clarke,  Audley,  and  others,  Mr.  D'Wolf  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  praying  indem- 
nity for  French  depredations,  read,  and 
referred  .--... 

Clarke,  John,  and  others,   Mr.  Dickerson  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  praying  increase 
of  duty  on  iron,  read,  and  referred  - 
Clark,  Archibald,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  of   -         -         - 
read  twice,  and  referred     .         -         .         . 
reported  without  amendment     -        .        . 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Clarke,  Isaac,  Mr.   Barton  presented  the  peti- 
tion of^  read,  and  referred        ... 
the  committee  discharged,  his  case  having 
been  embraced  in  a  general  act 
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Clayton,  Thomas,  of  Delaware,  attended  . 
Clerke,  T.  W.,  and  others,  Mr.  Van  Buren  pre- 
sented   the    petition   of,   relative  to   the 
ahen  laws,  read,  and  referred 
Clerks,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  NaTy 
in  relation  to  the  compensation  of  - 

similar  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War   • 

report  from  the  Postmaster  General,  stating 
the  number  of,  in  his  otiice     -         .         . 

a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State  respect- 
ing the  number,  dec,  of  -         -         - 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
f«r  an  additional  number  of,  6cc.,  in  the 
several  Departments,  read  twice,  and  re- 
ferred   ....... 

reported    ....... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       .         -         . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Cleveland,    Samuel,  a  bill  from  the   House  of 
RepresenUtives  for  the  relief  of 

read  twice,  and  referred     .... 

reported  without  amendment     ... 

laid  on  the  table         ..... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Cocke,  William,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resenUtives for  the  relief  of,  and  J.  T. 
Johnson         •-.... 

read  twice,  and  referred     -         -        -         - 

reported  without  amendment     ... 

ordered  to  the  thud  reading        ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Cod  Fisheries.     (See  VeueU.) 
Colburn,  Reuben,  Mr.  Chandler  presented  the 
petition  of,  read,  and  referred 
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adverse  report  made  .....  33g 

considered          ......  g42 

agreed  to 343 

Collier,  Charles  M.,  a  bill    from  the  House  of 

Representatives  for  the  relief  of     -         •  61 

read  and  referred       -         -         -         -         •  52 

reported  without  amendment    •         •        .  63 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         -  '      -  77 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed         •         -  80 

Cullyer,  Isaac,  and  others,  a  bill  from  the  House 

of  Representatives  for  the  relief  of        •  670 

read  twice,  and  referred     -         -         .         .  573 

re[>orted  without  amendment     ...  590 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  749 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -         -  753 

Columbia  Turnpike  Company,  Mr.  Lloyd  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of  the  president  and 

directors  of  the,  read,  and  referred  •        -  128 
a  bill  to  incorporate  the  company,  reported 

and  read         ......  313 

read  the  second  time          ....  315 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  539 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed         •         .  670 

Columbian    College,    Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Maryland, 

presented  the  memorial  of  the  trustees  of 

the,  read,  and  referred    -         .         .         .  233 

a  bill  for  the  benefit  of,  reported  and  read  626 

report  in  full     ......  535 

bill  read  the  second  time  ....  63S 

debated     .......  770 

the  third  reading  refused   -         .        .        .  771 
Columbian  Institute,  a  bill   from   the  House  of 

Representatives  for  the  benefit  of  the     -  693 
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Colombian  Institute— continued. 

bill  read  twice,  and  referred       .         .         . 

reported  without  amendment     -         .         - 

ordered  to  the  third  reading         -         .         . 

read  the  third  time,   and  passed 
Columbus,  communications  from  the  Secretary 
of  Sute  in  relation  to  a  portrait  of,  read, 
and  referred 

resolutions  to  provide  a  place  for  the  por- 
trait, reported         -         .         .         .         . 

read  the  second  time  .         .         .         . 

laid  on  the  table         -         .         .         .       , . 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       .         .         . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Commerce  and   Manufactures,  the  Committee 
on,  appointed 

so  much  of  the  President's  Message  as  re- 
lates to,  referred  to  the  above  committee 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary    of  the    Navy 
transmitting  statements  of  the 
Committees,  usual  orders   for  the   appointment 
of  the 

Mr.  Eaton  submitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing chairmen  of  the         .         .         .         . 

considered,  amended,  and  ordered  to  the 
third  reading  •         .         .         .         . 

read  the  ihird  time,  and  passed 

Mr.  Barbour  submitted  a  resolution  for  the 
appointment  of  all,  by  the  presiding  offi- 
cer, unless  otherwise  ordered 

adopted     ---.... 

Congress,  Mr.   Holmes,  of  Maine,  submitted  a 

resolution  that  the  next  session  of,  meet 

at  an  earlier  period        .... 

amended  and  laid  on  the  table  - 
Contingent  Fund,  statements  in  relation  to  ex- 
penditures from  the,  read       .         .        . 
Contingent   Expenses,    an  abstract   exhibiting, 
read 

••  Constitution,"  Mr.  John«)n,  of  Kentucky,  pre- 
sented a  f>etition  of  Thomas  Johnson  and 
the  ot1icer«  and  crew  of  the  ship,  read, 
and  referred  -         .         .         .         . 

adverse  report  made  .         .         .         . 

laid  on  the  table 

concurred  in     -         -         -         -         .         . 

Conway,  Samuel.     (See  Rush,  John.) 

Cook,  Nicholas.     (See  Baudin,  Nicholas.) 

Cooper,    David,    leave  given,   to  withdraw  his 

papers  •-..... 

a  bill  from  the  House   of  Representatives 

for  the  relief  of 

read  twice,  and  referred     .... 

reported  without  amendment    ... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ... 

read  the  third  time,   and  passed 

Coppuck,  William.     (See  Evans,  Thomas.) 

Copy-Rights,   Mr.  Lowrie  introduced  a  bill    to 

extend, to  authors  of  paintings  and  draw- 

ings,  read       ...... 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment     ... 

considered  ...... 

a  third  reading  refused      .... 

Cordage,  Mr.  Lloyd  submitted  a  resolution  call- 
ing on  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  in- 
formation in  regard  to  the  quantity  of, 
manufactured  from  domestic  hemp  for 
the  Navy       ---... 
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reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
De  Krafft,  Edward,  Mr.  Lowrie    presented  the 
petition  of,  praying  a  subscription  to  cer- 
tain copies  of  the  Journals  of  the  Old 
Congress,  rrad  and  referred  -         -         - 
resolution  authorizing  the  purchase  of  ten 
copie:?,  reported      -         -         -         .         . 
agrred  to,  and  the  committee  discharged    - 
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Cordage — continued.  Page. 

resolution  agreed  to  >         .         .         .         .     133 

report  in  reply  laid  on  the  table        -        .     297 

a  bill  allowing  drawback  on  the  exportation 
of,  reported  and  read     .... 

read  the  second  time  .... 

considered  -  -  .  .  .     243 

laid  on  the  table         ..... 

Mr.  Benton  submitted  a  resolution  request- 
ing the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  report 
next  session  why  American  hemp  ia  not 
uaed  for 

considered 

agreed  to 
Coxe,  Daniel  W.,  leave  given  to  withdraw  his 

papers  * 
Crimea,  a  bill  for  the  punishment  of,  in  arsenals, 
navy  yards,  Ac,  reported,  read  twice,  and 
referred  -         -         -        .        . 

reported  without  amendment     - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Crosby,  John,  Mr.  Holmes  presented  the  me 
morial  of,  in  relation  to  French  spolia 
tions,  read  and  referred  -         -         . 
Custom-House  Officers.     (See  Officers  of  Cus 
toms.) 

D. 

Davidson,  William.     (See  White,  Joseph  M.) 
Davis,  Charles  B.,  Mr.  Eaton  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  read,  and  referred     .         .         .; 
adverse  report  made  -         -         .         . 

laid  on  the  table         -         -        -        .        _ 
agreed  to  -.-... 

Davis,  Mary  and  Solomon,  Mr.  Lloyd  presented 
the  petition  of,  read  and  referred     - 
committee  thereon  discharged    -         .        . 
Davis,  Matthew,  and   others,  Mr.  Findiay  pre- 
sented a  memorial  of,  praying  an  increase 
of  duty  on  iron,  read,  and  referred  - 
Davis,  William,  and  others,  Mr.  Mills  presented 
the  petition  of,  in  relation  to  French  spo- 
liations, read,  and  referred      ... 
Mr.  Lloyd  presented  another  petition  of,  on 
the  same  subject,  read,  and  referred 
Debt,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  persons  imprisoned 
for,  reported,  and  read  twice 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
amendment  received  .... 

considered  and  referred     -         .         .         . 
report  made      .-.-.. 
amendment  agreed  to        -        •        .        . 
Declaration  of  Independence,  a  communication 
from  the  Secietary  of  Sute  in  relation  to 
the  distribution  of  cerUin  copies  of  the, 
read  and  referred  -         -         .         .         - 
resolution  directing   their  distribution,  re- 
ported and  read     -         .         -         .         . 
read  a  second  time    •         .         .         .         . 
laid  on  the  table         -         -         . 
ordered  to  the  third 
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Delaware  Canal.     (See  Chesapeake  and  Dela- 
ware Canal.) 
Delaware  River,  Mr.  Findlay  submitted  a  reao* 
lution  for  opening  a  canal  between  the 
Susquebannah  and         -         -         .         .       88 

laid  on  tbe  table 92 

Deming,  Demas,  assiarnee  of  Hugh  Glen,  Mr. 
Noble  presented  the  petition  of,  read,  and 

referred 318 

the  committee  thereon  discharged       .         -     422 
Deonie,  Thomas,   and  others,  Mr.   Llojd   pre- 
sented  the  }>etition  of,  against  tbe  tariff 
bill,  read,  and  laid  on  tbe  table       •         •     617 
Denton,    Stephen,    and   others,   Mr.    Dickeraon 
presented  the   memorial  of,  praying   in- 
crease of  duty  on  iron,  read,  and  referred     136 
Desobry,  Benjamin,  a  bill  from    the   House  of 

Representatives  for  the  relief  of  -  -  582 
read  twice,  and  referred  ....  593 
reported  without  amendment  -  -  -  709 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  749 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         •     752 

Detroit,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  the  relief  of  the  Church  of  St.  Anne, 
and  for  the  extension  of  Larned   street 
in  the  town  of,  read  twice  and  referred  -     574 
reported  with  amendments         -         -         -     592 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...     779 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •         .     787 

Devezin,  Charles  Oliver,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Loui- 
siana presented  the  petition  of,  read,  and 
referred  ----..     205 

the  committee  discharged.  ...     287 

Dickerson,  .Mahlon,  of  New  Jersey,  attended     -         9 
speech  of,  on  a  proposed  amendment  to  the 

Constitution  -         -         .         -      154,  402 

remarks  of,  on  the  same    -         -       366,370,416 
on  the   bill   allowing    a  drawback   on    the 

exportation  of  cordage  •  -  -  -  250 
on  the  purchase  of  cannon,  &c.  -         -     331 

speech  of,  on  the  Indian  fur  trade  •  -  449 
remarks  of,  on  the  same  -  -  -  -  457 
speech  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill  •  -  584,  693 
remarks  of,  on  the  same  -  590,  615,  660,  689 
Dill,  Eliza,  daughter  of  General  St.  Clair,  Mr. 
Noble  presented  the  petition  of,  read,  and 

referred 35 

Direct  Taxes,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury    respecting    the    amount    due, 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed        -         -       25 
Distillers,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives  for   the  relief  of  certain,  in   Berks 
coonty,  Pennsylvania,  read     -         -         -       80 
read  the  second  lime,  and  referred     -         -       85 
reported  without  amendment     ...     109 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        .          -         .112 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed           -         .116 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for 
the  relief  of  certain,  read  twice,  and  re- 
ferred     778 

reported    - 732 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         -         .     785 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -     788 

District  of  Columbia,  Committee  on  the,  ap- 
pointed   27 

Mr.  Eaton  submitted  a  resolution  in  rela- 
tion to  the  judicisl  code  of  tbe        -         -     120 
agreed  to  ------     125 


District  of  Columbia — continued.  Pare 

a  bill  altering  tbe  times  of  holding  ih«  coarts 

in  the,  reported,  and  read  twice     - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
amendments  received         -         •         .         - 
concurred  in      -         .         -         .         .         . 
(See  Registera  of  Wills.) 
Donelson,  John,  and   Stephen  Heard,  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of,  introduced,  read  twice,  and 

referred 

reported  without  amendment     •         .         - 
considered         ------ 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       .         .         - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
amendments  received         -         .         .         - 
concurred  in      -         -  ...         . 

Doorkeeper,  Mr.  Lanman  submitted  a  resolution 
authorizing  the,  Mountjoy  Bayly,  to  em- 
ploy one  assistant  and  two  horaes,  read 
twice     -.----. 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    .         -         . 
Doughty,  John    C,  and  others,  Mr.  Dickerson 
presented  the   petition  of,  in  relation  to 
the  tariff,  read  and  referred     . 
Dowlen,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Findlay  present- 
ed the  petition  of,  praying  an  increase  of 
duty  on  iron,  read,  and  referred 
Drayton,  William,  and  others,  the  memorial  of, 
against  an  increase  of  duties,  read,   and 
referred  ...... 

Drawbacks,  Mr.  D'Wolf  submitted  a  resolution 

in  relation  to,  on  domestic  manufactures 

when  the  material  is  of  foreign  growth  - 

agreed  to  •-.... 

a  bill  allowing,  on  the  exportation  of  cord- 
age, reported,  and  read  ... 
read  the  second  time          -         -         .         . 
considered          .... 

laid  on  the  table         ... 

Dry  Dock,  Mr.  Lloyd  submitted  a  resolution  for 
the  construction  of  a      - 
agreed  to  ...... 

Duane,  William,  a  letter  received  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  respecting  the  amount  of 
a  judgment  obtained  against  -         .         . 
Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the  petition  of,  read, 
and  referred  ...... 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  and  read    • 
read  the  second  time  •         .         .         - 

laid  on  the  table         ..... 

debated,  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading  . 
read  the  third  time,  and  pasaed 
Dubord,  Anna,  the   petition  of,  presented   last 
session,  referred     -         -         -         .         - 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  and  read  . 
read  the  second  time  .... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Duncan,  Jonas,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep* 
resentatives  for  the  relief  of  . 
read  twice,  and  referred      -         .         .         - 
reported  without  amendment     ... 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Duties  on  Imports,  a  bill  in  relation  to,  and  ton- 
nage, read  twice,  and  referred 
reported  with  amendments         ... 
debated     -.-.... 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed 
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Duties  on  Imports— continoed.  Page. 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 

araenJ    the  acts  laying,  read  -         -         -     524 
considered  -'---..      f^nn 

referred _     ^3, 

reported  with  amendments         .         .         .     569 
considered  583,  594,  615,  618,  6.'>4,  658,  C75,  691 
,    ,  .  703,  710 

amended-         -         .•      -       71 1.  712;  7l3,  715 
considered  -         .         717,723,727,734,7.38 

passed        ---.... 
disagreement  to  the  amendments 
considered  ----.. 

committee  of  conference  appointed     . 

report  of  the  committee  made  and  agreed  to 

.Mr.  Barbour  submitted  a  resolution  for  print- 
ing and  distributing  a  number  of  copies 
of  the  act 

laid  on  the  table 

Mr.  Lloyd  submitted  a  resolution  calling  for 
a  report  at  the  next  session  of  the  effect 
upon  the  revenue  of  the  act    -         -         . 

laid  mi  the  table 

agreed  to 

a  bill  from  the  Houi-c  yi(  Representatives  to 
revive  .-ind  continue  in  force  certain  sec- 
tions of  an  act  respecting,  and  tonnage  - 

read,  and  referred      ..... 

reported  without  amendments    ... 
Duval,    -Mareen,    a  b:ll  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  of  - 

read  twice,  and  referred     -         .         .  . 

ref>orted  without  amendment     ... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .   -     . 

D'Wolf,  JameH.  of  Rhode  Island,  attended 

speech  of,  on  the    bill   allowing  drawbacks 
on  cordage     --.... 

remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill      -         .     591,658 
Dvott.  ']'.  W.,  Mr.   Fiddlay  presented   the    peti- 
tion of.  respecting  a  modification  of  the 
Tariff,  read,  and  referred         ...     233 
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Earl,  Elijah,  and  others.  Mr.    Findlay  presented 
a  memorial  of,  in  relation  to  French  spo- 
liations, read,  and  reft-rred       .         .         - 
Earl,  Anthony  S.,  and   others,    Mr.   .Mcllvaine 
presented  the  petition  of,  praying  an  in- 
crease of  duly  on  iron,  read,  and  referred 
Earle,  William  N.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives for  the  relief  of,  read  twice, 
and  referred  ---... 
reported  without  amendments     ... 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         .         . 
Easton.  Sarah,  Mr.  Lloyd  presented  the  petition 
of,  and  Dorothy  Storer.  daughters  of  Col. 
R.  H.  Harrison,  rend,  and  referred  - 
adverse  report  made  ..... 

laid  on  the  table         ..... 

considered  ...... 

agreed  to- 
Eaton,  John  H.,  of  Tennessee,  attended    - 

remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill 
Eaton^  William,  Mr.  Edwards  presented  a  peti- 
tion of,  praying  a  settlement  of  accounu, 
read,  and  referred  ..... 

adverse  report  made  ..... 

ISih  Con.  1st  Sebs.—B 
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Eaton,  William — continued. 

report  laid  on  the  table      -         -         .         _ 

leave  given  him  to  withdraw  his  papers      . 

Edington,  James,  Mr.  Kelly  presented  a  petition 

of,  read,  and  referred      -  -         .         _ 

the  committee  discharged  -         .         -         - 

Edwards,  Henry,  of  Connecticut,  attended 

remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  respecting  lim- 
ited acta 

Edwards,  Xinian,  of  Illinois,  attended 

remarks  of,    on   the    bill    for   the    relief  of 
Francis  Henderson         .... 
resignation  of    . 
I  Edwardsville,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  define  the  boundary  of,  and 
Springfield  land  districts,  read 
read  the  secorul  time,  and  referred     . 
reported  without  amendment      -         .         . 
ordered  U»  the  third  reading       -         ,         . 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         . 
Elliott,  John,  of  Georgia,  attended     -         -         . 
remarks  of,  vn  his  resolution  in  relation  to 
Florida  land  titles  -         -         .         .         - 
remarks  of,  on  the  Florida  road  bill    . 
speech  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill 
Elliott,  William,  and   others,   Mr.    Hayne   pre- 
sented the  nieiEorial  of,  protesting  against 
an  increase  of  duties,  read,  and  referred  - 
Ellis,  Enos.   and  others,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented 
the  petition  ol",  praying  an  increase  of  duties, 
read,  and  referred  -         -         -         .         . 
Emerson,  Joseph,   and   others,   Mr.  Holmes  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  in  relation  to  French 
spoliations,  read,  and  referred 
English.  Eikanah.     (See  Martin,  David.) 
English  Turn.     (See  Louisiana.) 
Engrossing  Clerk,  Mr.  Seymour  submitted  a  re- 
solution to  employ  an  additional,  read     - 
read  the  second  time  .         .         -         . 

>^  referred      --..... 
reported  with  amendments  -         -         . 

ordered  to  the  third  reading         -         -         . 
i  read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         .         - 

I  Erwin,    Aaron,    and   others,   Mr.  Findlay  pre- 
I  sented  the  memorial  of,  praying  addition- 

!  al  duty  on  iron,  read,  and  referred 

Eslava,  .Miguel,  a  Inll  for  relief  of  the  heirs  of, 
I  read  twice,  and  referred         -         .         . 

'  reported  without  amendment     ... 

laid  on  the  table         -         -         .         .         . 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       -         .         - 
read  the  third  iirue,  and  passed 
Evans,  Edward,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of       .         .         . 
read  twice,  and  referred         .         . 
reported  without  amendment     -         -         - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Evans.  Thomas,    and    William   Coppuek,    Mr. 
Smith  presented  the  petition  of,  read,  and 
referred  ----.. 

adverse  ref>ort  made  -         .         .         «         . 
laid  on  the  table         -  -  ■  -         . 

Expiration  of  laws.     (See  Ads.) 

F. 
Factories,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State 
exhibiting    the,  employed    in   manufac- 
tures liable  to  duties,  read      ...     14s 
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Fanning,  J.  B.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
lentatived  for  the  benefit  of  the  adininia- 
trator  of         -----         . 

read,  and  referred      -         -         -         .         . 

reported  without  amendment     -         .         _ 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       .         -         _ 

read  the  third  time,   and  passed 
Farrow,  IS'imrod,  and  Richard  Harris,  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of,  introduced,  and  read  - 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Barbour,  the  Secretary  of 
War  requested  to  report  how  far  a  former 
act  for  the  relief  of,  has  been  executed    - 

the  report  received,  read,  and  referred 

the  bill  reported  without  amendment 

considered  -----. 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -         -         . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Ferguson,  Benjamin,  and  others,  Mr.  Lloyd  pre- 
sented the  petition  o(,  praying  the  erec- 
tion of  additional  lighthouses  on  the  Ches- 
apeake bay,  read,  and  referred 
Ferguson,  Ebenezer,  and  others,  Mr.  Findlay 
presented  the  memorial  of,  praying  a 
modification  of  the  tariff,  read,  and  refer- 
red         

Finance,  the  Committee  on,  appointed     - 

a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury on  the  state  of  the  finances,  received, 
and  a  number  of  copies  ordered  to  be 
printed  --.... 

Findlay,  William,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended    - 
Firman,    Joseph,    and    olherjj,    a    bill   from   the 
House  of  Representatives  for  the  relief  of 

read  twice,  and  referred     -         -         -         . 

reported  without  amendment     -         -  . 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -         -         . 

read  the  third   time,  and   pjssed 
Fisher,  George,  a  bill  Jioin  the  Huuse  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of       -         .         . 

read  twice,  and  rt-terred     -         .         .         . 

reporltd  with  amendments         .         -         . 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -         .         . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Fisher,  James  C,  and  others,   Mr.  Lowrie  pre- 
sented  the    memorial    of,    t-lating    their 
claims  for   French  spolialioll^,  read,  and 
rcftrred  --.... 

Fisher,  William  L.,  and  others,  Mr.  Lowrie  pre- 
sented the  petition  ol,  praying  that  no 
additional  duty  may  be  put  upon  wool, 
read,  and  referred  -  -  -  .  . 

Fiske,  James   B.,  and  others,    !Mr.  Holmes   pre- 
sented the  petition  ot,  read,  and  referred 
adverse  report  made  and  concurred  in 
Five  Sisters,  a  bdl  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives for  a  register  to  the  schooner 
read  twice,  and  referred     -         -         .         . 
reported  without  amendment     -         .         . 
laid  on  the  table        -         -         .         .         . 

Florida,  Mr.  Elliott  submitted  a  resolution  in 
relation  to  sums  paid  tor  lands  in,  prior 
to  the  treaty  of  1783      -  .  -  . 

considered         ----.. 

agreed  to  ---... 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  opening  certain  roads  in,  read 

read  the  second  time  -         .         .         . 

reported  without  amendment     -         -         - 

oidered  to  the  third  reading       .         .         . 
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Florida — continued. 

bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for 
settling  private  land  claims  in         -         . 

read  twice,  and  referred     -         -         -         . 

reported  with  amendments         .         .         . 

laid  on  the  table 

recommitted      --.... 

reported  without  ameod^eDts  .         .         . 

considered         --.... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        .         .         , 

read  the  third  time,  and  p^8s«d  -         -         . 

amendments  received,  and  concurred  in     - 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
giving  sanction  to  an  act  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of 

read  ----... 

read  the  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment     .         -         . 

ordered  to  the  third  reading         -         -         . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

a  letter  from  the  Governor  of,  transmitting 
a  copy  of  laws,  read        -         -         .         . 

a  bill  to  provide  for  the  further  survey  of  the 
harbor  of  Charleston,  South  Carolina, 
and  the  coast  of,  reported        -         .  . 

read  twice         ---... 

read  the  third  time,  and  pasj>ed  .         -         . 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
granting  land  to,  for  the  Seat  of  Govern- 
ment, read  twice,  and  referred 

reported  with  amendments  -         -         . 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        >         .         . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -         . 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
granting  land  to  certain  settlers  in,  read 
twice,  and  referred  -         -         .         . 

reported  without  amendment     -         .         , 

ordered  to  the  third  reading         .  .  . 

read  the  third  tiffie,  and  passed  .         .         . 

a  bill  from  the  Houi^e  of  Reprencntatives  to 
establish  territorial  government  in  - 

read  twice,  and  referred     -         -  .         . 

reported  without  amendment 

debated,  and   ordered  to  the  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  p:ui.Hcd  •         -         . 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
concerning  wrecks  on  the  coast  of,  read 
twice,  and  referred         .... 

reported    ----... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Folsom,  Jonathan,  and  Thomas  Haven,  .Mr.  Par- 
rott   presented  the  petition  of,  read   and 
referred  ---... 

the  committee  discharged  .... 

Forbes,  John,  and  Company,  .Mr.  King  presented 

the   petition   of,  praying  confirmation  of 

title  to  certain  land,  read,  and  referred    - 

a  bill  for  that  purpose  reported,  and  read    - 

read  the  second  time  .         -         _         . 

recommitted       --.-.. 

a  bill  releasing  to  the  heirs  oi,  or  to  J.  Mc- 
Allister, a  certain  tract  of  land,  reported 
and  read         ->-... 

read  the  second  time  •         .         .         . 

laid  on  the  table         -         -         .         .         . 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         .         . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
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Foreign  Relations,  the  Committee  on,  appointed 
so  much  of  the  President's  Message  as  re- 
lates to,  referred  to  said   committee 
Mr.  Mills  appointed  on  the  committee  in  the 
place  of  .Mr.  King  -         .         .         . 

Forman,  Robert  8.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  the  relief  of,  read  and 
referred  -         -  •       - 

reported  without  amendment  ... 
laid  on  the  table  -  -  .  .  . 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Forrest,  Joseph,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read  and  referred  -  .  . 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported  and  read  - 
read  the  second  time  -         -         .         . 

laid  on  the  table 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Fortifications,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives,  making  an  appropriation  for 
certain  ----.. 

read  twice,  and  referred     -         -         .         . 
considered  ---... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Fort  St.  Philip.      (See  Road.) 
Foster,    Roger,    and    others,    Mr.    Lowrie    pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  praying  a  modifi- 
cation of  the  tariir,  read,  and  referred 
Fountain,  Girrett,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  of    -         .         . 
read  twice,  and  referred      -  .  .  . 

reported  without  amendment     .         -         _ 
ordered  to  the  third^  reading        -         -         . 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Frank,  John,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read  aitd  referred         .  .  - 
the  cuiiuuitlec  discharged             -          .  . 
Franks,  Samuel  D.,  and  other*!,  Mr.  Findlay  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  read  and  referred 
Frauds,  -Mr.  Hol«ies   submitted   a  resolution   in 
relation  to,  on  the  revenue      -         .         . 
read,  and  referred       -          .          .          .          . 
committee  discharged         -         .         .         . 
reBuiuliou  respecting,  on  public  lands 
committee  report  the  present  laws  sutficient 
to  prevent,  on  public  lands      -         .         . 

French  Spoliations,  Mr.  Lloyd  submitted  a  re* 
solution  concerning         -  -  .         . 

agreed  to  ---.-. 

memorial  on  the  subject  of,  read  and  re- 
ferred     1U8,  111,  11.5 

the  committee  discharged  from  numerous 
memorials  in  relation  to  •         -         - 

Fur  Trade,  a  bill  to  carry  into  effect  the  Treaty 
of  Ghent,  in    regard   to   the  Indian,  rc- 
]H)rted  and  read      ..... 
read  the  second  time  -         -         _         - 

laid  on  the  table  .  -  .  .  . 

considered  -         -        4.32,449,501,505,738 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...     753 

the  title  amended,  and  the  bill  passed 
amendments  received  .  .  .         - 

agreed  to  -.-..- 

Fry  and  Spalding,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  - 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands    -         -         .         .         •     653 
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Fry  and  Spalding — continued. 

bill  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance  - 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
reported  without  amendments  -  -  - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

O. 

Gaillard,  John,  of  South  Carolina,  attended 

elected  President  ;)ro /cm/>ore    -         .         . 
Gardener,  Paul,  and  others,  Mr.  Lloyd  presented 
the  petition  of,  in  relation  to  French  spo- 
liations, read  and  referred       ... 
Garsed,  Joshua,  Mr.  Findlay  presented  the  me- 
morial of,  praying  an  increase  oi  certain 
duties,  read  and  referred         ... 
Gaunt,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented 
the  petition  of,  praying  a  modification  of 
the  tariff,  read,  and  referred   ... 
Gautrais,  Harpin   de  la,  a  bill   for   the  relief  of 
the  heirs  of,  reported,  and  read 
read  the  second  time  .... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        .         -         - 
resd  the  third   time,  and   passed 
Gautrais,  Marie  Louise  de  la,  Mr.  Johnson  pre- 
sented the  petition  of.  read  and  referred 
(See  Gautrais,  Harpin  de  la.) 
"General  Jackson,"  a  bill   from  the  House  of 
Representatives  concerning  the  ship,  read 
twice,  and  referred  .... 

r»y)orted  without  amendment      ... 
ordered  to  the  third  reading         ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
General  Land  Office,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  em- 
ployment of  assi^itants  in   the,  reported 
and  read        ...... 

read  the  second  time  .... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
General  Post  Office,  so  much  of  the  President's 
Message  as   relates  to  the,  referred 
a  report  of  the  number  of  clerks  in  the 
Georgia,  a    Message  from   the   President    with 
documents  in    relation  to  Indian  reserva- 
tions in  ---.-. 
read  and  laid  on    the   table         ... 
referred     ..--.-- 
Ghent,  Treaty  of.     (See  Fur   Trade.) 
Giffin,  David,  and  Samuel  Hoag,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  the  relief  oi, 
read  twice,   and  referred  ... 
reported  without  amendment     .         -         . 
ordered  to  the  third  reading     ... 
read  the  third  time,   and   passed 
Gilbert,  Samuel,   Mr.   Barton  submitted  a  reso- 
lution in  relation  to  the  claim  of    •         - 
agreed  to- 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported  and  read     . 
read  the  second  time         .... 

debated     .-.-... 
postponed  .....        91,  112 

Gold,  Silver,  and  Jewels,  Mr.  Lloyd   submitted 
a  resolution  in  relation  to  the  transpor 
tation  of,  in  armed  vessels 
amended  and  agreed  to     - 
a  bill  regulating  the  transportation  of,  re- 
ported and  read      .....     128 

read  the  second  time  ....     142 

postponed          .        •        .        .        •        .152 
laid  on  the  table 289 
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Gold,  &c. — continued. 

bill  considered  ... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third   time,  and  passed 
Goldsmith,  Morris,  and   Anthony    Roderick,    a 
bill  from   the  House  of  Representatives 
for  the  relief  of,  read  and  referred  - 
reported  without  amendment     -         .         . 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Goodrich,  James,  and  others,  .Mr.  Edwards  pre- 
sented the    memorial   of,  in  relation    to 
French  spoliations,  read  and  referred 
Gordon,    William,    and   others,    Mr.  Dickerson 
presented  the   memorial    of,  praying  an 
increase  of  duties,  read  and  referred 
Gore,  George,  a   bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives  for  the   relief  of,  read  twice, 
and    referred  -         -         .         -         1 

reported  without  amendment     ... 
read  the  third  time,  and    passed 
Government,    a  bill    making  partial    appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of.  reported  and  read 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,   and  laid   on  the  table 
a  bill  from   the   House  of  Representatives 
for  the  same  purpose      -         .         .         . 
^  read  twice,  and  amended  .... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
a  bill  from   the   House  of  Representatives 
making  appropriations  for  the  support  of, 
read  and  referred  -         -         -         .         . 
reported  with  amendments         ... 
considered         -         .         .         .       422  424   429 
read  the  third  time,   and  passed         .   '     .  '  430 
the  House  di^^agrees  to  the  amendmeDt 
the  Senate  recedes     -         -         .         .  . 

Gracie,  Archibald,    Mr.    Van    Buren  presented 

the  petition  of,  read  and  referred     . 
Gray,  Henry,  and   William  Gray,    Mr.    Lloyd 
presented  the  memorial  of,' stating  losses 
sustained    by    them   at  Porto  Rico,  read 
and  referred           -         -         .         .         . 
a  report  made  --.... 
considered,  and  the  memorial    referred    to 
the  Department  of  State         ... 
Greece,  Mr.  Hayne  communicated  certain  reso- 
lutions of  the  State   of  South   Carolina, 
relative  to  the  recognition  of  the    inde- 
pendence of,  read  and  laid  on  the  table    - 
Greemer,  John,  and  others,    Mr.    Lowrie    pre- 
sented   the  memorial    of,    read    and    re- 
ferred   -         - 

Green,  Peter,  Mr.  Chandler  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  praying  a  settlement  of  his  ac- 
counts, read  and  referred 
Greer,  George,  Mr.  Smith  presented  the  petition 
of,  praying  a  pension,  read  and  referred 
the  committee  discharged 
Gregory,  Francis  H.,  a  bill  rewarding  the  offi- 
cers and  crew  of  two  gigs  under,  reported, 
and  read        -.-... 
read  the  second  time  -         -         .         . 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Griffin,  Cyrus.     (See  Lincoln,  Benjamin.) 
Ouichot,  Maturin,  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  of    -         .         . 
read  twice,  and  referred    .        .        .        . 
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Guichot,  Maturin — continued.  Page. 

bill  reported  without  amendment        .        -  675 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  74g 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed           .         .  752 

Gwynn,  Charles,  Mr.  Smith  preaeuted  the  peti- 
tion of,  read,  and  referred  -  .  .  333 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  and  read  .  345 
read  the  second  time  -  -  .  .  353 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  -  .  429 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed           -         .  430 

H. 

Hallam,  George,  and  others,  Mr.  Edwards  pre- 
sented   the    memorial  of,   in    relation  to 
French  spoliations,  read,  and  referred     .     161 
Hall,  John,  .Mr.  Barton  presented  the  petition  of, 
praying  release  from  imprisonment,  read, 
and  referred  ------       55 

adverse  report  made  - '        -         .         .      102 

agreed  to ^y 

Hall,   William,  bill    from    the  House  of  Repre- 

i>entatives  for  the  relief  of       -  -         .     582 

read  twice,  and  referred  ....  593 
reported  without  amendment  •  -  -  691 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  -  -  74'j 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -     752 

Harris,  Thomas,  and  others,  .Mr.  Dickerson  pre- 
sented   the    petition    of,  praving   an  in- 
crease of  duties,  read,  and  referred         -     119 
Harrison,    Henry,    and    others,    Mr.    Dickerson 
presented  the  petition  of,  praying  an  in- 
crease of  duties,  read,  and  referred  -     119 
Harrison  and  .^terret,   .Mr.  Smith  presented   the 
petition  of,  in  relation  to  auction  sales, 
read,  and  referred            -         -         .          -      161 
Harvey,  Henry,  and  othert,  Mr.  Macon  present- 
ed the  petition  of,  in   relation  to  French 
(Spoliations,  read,  and  referred          -         -      161 
Haven,  Thoma*.     (See  Fohum.  Jonathan.) 
Hawkins,  Mary  H.,  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  of  -         -         -     592 
read  twice,  and  referred     -         -         -         -     617 
reported  without  amendment     ...     726 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...     749 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed           .         -     752 
Hayne,  Robert  >'.,  of  South  Carolina,  attended         9 
remarks  of.  on  proposed  arnendmentj*  to  the 

Constitution  -         -         39.326,394,413 

speech  of,  on  the  same  ....  375 
on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Francis  Hen- 
derson •--... .92 
remarks  of,  on  the  same  .  .  -  -  99 
on  the  resolutions  in  honor  of  Lafayette  -  143 
speech   of,  on  the  bill  for  additional  sloops 

of  war 216 

on  the  bill  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt     484 

on  the  Tariff  bill 618 

remarks  of,  on  the  same    -         -         -      661,  688 
Heard,  Stephen.     (See  DoneI$on,  John.) 
Hemp.     (See  Cordage.) 

Hempstead,  Charles  S..  and  others,  .Mr.  Benton 
presented  the  petition  of,  read,  and  re- 
ferred     342 

report  made       -         -         .         .         .         -     421 
(See  Misaotiri.) 
Henderson,   Francis,  Mr.  Hayne  presented  the 
petition  of,  in  behalf  of  himself  and  the 
heirs  of  Col.    John   Laurens,   read,   and 
referred  -         -         .         -         -         .       47 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  and  read    -       77 
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Henderson,  Francis — continued, 
bill  read  the  second  lime    - 
the  report  in  full        ... 
the  bill  laid  on  the  table    • 
considered  -         -         .         . 

postponed  indefinitely 
Henlj,  Arthur  H.,  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep 
reaentativea  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice 
and  referred  -         -         -         . 
reported  without  amendment     - 
ordered  to  tho  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  p..ssed 
Henahaw,  Andrew,  Mr.  King  presented  the  pe 
tition  of,  read,  and  referred    - 
adverse  report  made 
agreed  to  •         .         .         . 

Henshaw,  D.,  Mr.  Seymour  presented  the  peti 
tion  of,  in  relation  to  French  depredations, 
read,  and  referred  .... 

Hewea,  Thomas,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the  pe 
tition  of,  read,  and  referred     - 
•  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  and  read 
read  the  second  time  ... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         .         - 
Hill,  William,  .Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the  petition 
of,  read,  and  referred       -         .         .         . 

Hill,  Peter,  and  others,  Mr.  Findlay  presented 
the  petition  of,  praying  a  modification  of 
the  Tariff,  read,  and  referred  -         .         - 
Hoag,  Samuel.     (See  Gijffin,  David.) 
Hobart,  Peter,  and  Lewis  Judson,  .Mr.  Kelly  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  read,  and  referred 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  and  read     - 
read  the  second  time  -         .         .         . 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        .         .         : 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Hoff,   Charles,   and   others,  Mr.  Dickerson   pre- 
sented the   memorial  of,  praying  an  in- 
crease of  duty  on  iron,  read,  and  referred 
Hoffman,  M.,  and  others,  auctioneers,  .Mr.  King 
presented  the  petition  of,  read,  and  referred 
Hogan,  John  B.,   a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives to  repeal  the  act  for  the  re- 
lief of,  read    -----. 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred     - 
reported  without  amendment     ... 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Hogg,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Branch  presented 
the   memorial   of,  in   relation  to   French 
spoliations,  read,  and  referred 

Hollidaj,  John,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre 
sentatives  for  the  relief  of 
read  twice,  and  referred      ... 
reported  without  amendment 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 

Holling,  John,  and  others,  .Mr.  Smith  presented 

the    memorial  of.    in  relation  to  French 

spoliations,  read,  and  referred 

Holmes,  David,  of  Mississippi,  attended     - 

Holmes,  John,  of  Maine,  attended     -         -         . 

remarks  of,    on  his  resolution  in  relation  to 

the  civilization  of  the  Indians 
remarks  of,  on  proposed  amendments  to  the 

Constitution  -         -         -         -     158,  370 

on  the  bill  for  additional  sloops  of  war     230,  231 
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Holmes,  John — continued. 

remarks  of,   on  the   bill  to  secure  the  ac- 
countability of  public  officers-         -     236, 

on   the   bill  for  opening   certain   roads  in 
Florida  ---.... 

on  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
military  service      -         -         .         .         . 

on  the  bill  for  a  supply  of  cannon,  Ac.     330, 

on  the  bill  concerning  an  ordinance  of  Ala- 
bama    ---.... 

on  the  India.i  fur  trade      .... 

on  the  bill  for  surveys  of  roads  and  canals 

on  the  Tariff  bill        -         -         -     613,  652, 
Hook,  Josiah,  Mr.   Holmes  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read,  and  referred       ... 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  and  read    - 

read  the  second  time  -         -         .         . 

considered  -         .         .         .         . 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         .         . 
Hooper,  WilHam.  and   Nathaniel    Hooper,  Mr. 
Mills  presented  the  petition  of,   in  rela- 
tion to  French  spoliations,  read,  and  re- 
ferred   ---.... 

Howell,  John  S.,  and  others,  Mr.  McIIvaine 
presented  the  petition  of,  praying  an  in- 
crease of  duty  on  iron,  read,  and  re- 
ferred   --..... 

Howland,  John  H.,  Mr.  King  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  read,  and  referred     -         .         . 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  and  read    • 
read  the  second  time  .... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         -         - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Huber,  Tobias,  .Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  praying  an  increase  of  duties  on 
imports,  read,  and  relerred     -         .         . 
Huffman,  Benjamin,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  the  relief  of,  read 
read  the  second  time  -         -         .        . 

reported  without  amendment     .    •    . 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       -         - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         .         . 
Humphrey,  Charles,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  the  relief  of      . 
read  twice,  and  referred     -         .         .         - 
reported  without  amendment      ... 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 

Humphreys,  Ann  F.     (See  Lincoln,  Martin.) 

Humphreys,  David.     (See  Lincoln,  Benjamin.) 

Hunt,  William,  and  others,  Mr.  Dickerson  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  praying  an  in- 
crease of  duties,  read,  and  referred  - 

Hunter,  James,  and  John  P.  Williamson,  sure- 
ties of  Benjamin  Wall,  Mr.  Elliott  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred 
the  committee  discharged  -         -         .         . 

Huntington,  Jabez,  and  others,  Mr.  Lanman 
presented  the  petition  of,  in  relation  to 
French  spoliations,  read,  and  referred     . 

Huson,  Cornelius,  Mr.  Lanman   presented   the 
petition  of,  read  and  referred 
the  committee  thereon  discharged 

Huttleston,  Henry,  Mr.  Mills  presented  the  peti- 
tion  of,  in  relation  to  French  spoliations, 
read  and  referred  -         -         .         .         - 
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Illinois,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
to  alter  the  terms  of  the  district  court  in, 

read -         -418 

read  the  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  422 
reported  without  amendments  -  .  .  446 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  •  -  610 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -     514 

Imports.     (See  Duties.') 

Imprisonment  for  Debt,  Mr.  Johnson  submitted  a 
resolution  to  appoint  a  committee  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  abolishing  26 
agreed  to,  and  the  committee  appointed      -  29 
a  bill  to  abolish,  reported  and  read     -         -  101 
read  the  second  time          -         -         -         -  110 

postponed 112,  160 

laid  on  the  table         .....  242 

considered  258,  276,  291,  346,352,  419,  482,  484 

recommitted      ......  499 

■vote  reconsidered       .....  503 

the  bill  ordered  to  the  third  reading   .         -  604 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  504 
a  bill  supplemental  to  the  acU  for  the  relief 

of  persons    under,    reported,    and    read  474 
twice     -.-.-.. 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  482 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed           -         -  484 
Indiana,  Mr.  Noble  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of,  praying  the  organization 
of  an  additional  circuit,  Ac,  read*and  re- 
ferred   .......49 

Mr.  Noble  presented  a  memorial  of,  re- 
specting a  canal  to  unite  the  Wabash 
with  Lake  Erie,  read  and  referred  -         -     136 

Mr.  Noble  presented  a  resolution  of,  re- 
specting the  Tariff,  read  and  referred     .     253 

Mr.  Noble  communicated  a  preamble  and 
resolutions  from  the  Legislature  of,  in  re- 
lation to  the  National  Road,  read  and 
referred  --..._     2O8 

the  committee  discharged  ...     783 

Mr.  Noble  communicated  a  preamble  and 
resolutions  from,  respecting  the  Indian 
title  to  lands  in,  laid  on  the  table  .         -     255 

Mr.  Noble  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of,  praying  a  revocation  of 
an  ordinance  in  relation  to  taxation  of 
lands,  read  and  referred  ...     295 

a  report  made,  with  a  bill  granting  the  pe- 
tition in  part 323 

report  and  bill  read    -         -         -         .  .     324 

Mr.  Noble  presented  a  resolution  of,  expres- 
sive of  sympathy  with  Greece,  read  and 
placed  on  file 313 

Mr.  N.  presented  a  memorial  in  relation  to 

purchasers  of  lands,  read  and  referred     .     325 
Indians,  a  report  from   the   Secretary  of   War, 
with   an   abstract  of  licenses  granted   to 
agents,  &c.,  to  trade  with  the,  read  and 
referred  -         -  -         .         -         .       36 

so  much  of  the  President's  message  as  re- 
lates to  the,  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs  -  .         .         -       37 

Mr.  Holmes  submitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing the  civilization  of  the,  read       -         .     124 

agreeJ  to 130 

a  report  from  the  SecreUry  of  War  in  rela- 
tion to  the  civilization  of  the,  read  -         .     141 


Indian  Affairs,  the  Committee  on,  appointed     -       27 
discharged  ----..     732 

Indian  Department,  report  from  the  Second  Au- 
ditor relative  to  accounts  in  the,  read  and 
referred  ---...     294 

Indian  Treaties,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives making  appropriations  fur  -  773 
read  twice,  and  referred  -  -  .  .  775 
reported  ---.-..  782 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  7g5 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -     788 

Innes,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented 
the  memorial  of,  praying  a  revision  of  the 
Tariff,  read  and  referred  -         -         -     113 

Invalid  Pensions.      (See  Pensions.) 
Iron,  petitions  in  relation  to  duty  on,  read  and 

referred         .         -         481,  107,  115,  430,  353 

J. 
Jack,  Andrew,  and  others,   Mr.  Dickerson   pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  respecting  duly 
on  iron,  read  and  referred       -         -         .     136 
Jackson,  Andrew,  of  Tennessee,   attended         -       24 
remarks  of,   on  the   case  of  Alexander  A. 

White  -.-...     122 

on  the  bill  for  making  a  military  road         -     208 
on  the  bill  (or  Florida  roads         -         .     292,  294 
on  the  bill  for  a  supply  of  cannon,  Ac       -     330 
Jackson,  James,  and  J.  C.  McLemorc,  securities 
of  Robert  Sercy,  Mr.   Eaton    presented 
the  petition  of,  read,  and  referred    -         .       47 
a  resolution  granting  the  withdrawal  of  their 
papers  reported       .         .         -         .         .     322 

agreed  to 309 

Jackson,  Joseph,  and  others,  Mr.  Dickerson  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  respecting  the 
Tariff,  read  and  referred  -         .         .119 

Jackson,  Richard,  and  others  Mr.  Knight  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  respecting  French 
spoliations,  read  and  referred  -  -  109 
Jacobs,  Cyrus,  and  others,  Mr.  Findlay  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  in  relation  to 
duty  on  iron,  read,  and  referred  -  -  147 
James,  Morris,  Mr.  Rarton  jtresented  the  petition 

of,  read,  and  referred      -         -         .         .        37 
James,  Mary,  a  bill   from  the   House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of      .         -         -     .'".70 
read  twice,  and  referred     -         .         .         .     573 
reported  without  amcndmenU    ...     581 
indefinitely  p>o8tponed        -         -         .         .     745 
Jamieson,    William,    and   others,    Mr.    Findlay 
presented   the  petition  of,  in   relation  to 
the  tariff,  read  and  referred     ...     233 
Jenkins,    Robert,  and  others,   Mr.  Findlay  pre- 
sented  the  memorial   of,  praying  an  in- 
crease of  duty  on  iron,  read   -         .         .107 

read  and  referred log 

Johns,  M.  S.,  and  others,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented 
the  petition  of,  praying  duty  on  auction 
sales,  read,  and   referred         .         .         -     624 
Johnson,  Henry,  of  Louisiana,  attended    -         -         9 
remarks  of,  on    his   resolution    respecting 

officers  of  the  customs  •         ...       97 
on  the  transportation  of  the  mail      -         .118 
on  granting  a  pre-emption  right  to  Alexan- 
der A.  White 121 

on  his  resolution  in  relation  to  seltl^pients 
on  public  Unds 130 
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Johnson,  Henry — continued.  Page. 

remarks  of,    on   his    resolution    respecting 

lands  in  Opelousas  -         .         .         .     148 

on  the  bill  to  secure  the  accoantabiUty  of 
public  officers         .....     238 

on  the  purchase  of  cannon,  Ac.         .         *     332 

on  the  bill  for  the  settlement  of  claims        -     478 

on  his  resolution  respecting  a  post  route  be- 
tween New  Orleans  and  Washington     -     593 

on  the  bill  to  improve  the  navigation  of  the 

Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers     ...     762 
Johnson,    Richard  M.,  of  Kentucky,   attended       25 

remarks  of,  on  his  resolution   to  amend  the 
judiciary  system     -----       28 

speech  of,  on    the  bill   to  abolish   imprison- 
ment for  debt  .....     258 

speech  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill         ...     695 

Johnson,  James,  a  bill  for  the   relief  of,  intro- 
duced and  read       .....  1^6 
documents  in   relation   to  the  accounts  of, 

submitted 126 

the  bill  read  a  second  time,  end  referred     •  129 
reported  without  amendments    -         -         -159 

considered          ......  257 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  291 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         -  296 

Johnson,  Henry.  Mr.  Eaton  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read,  and  referred         ...     128 
adverse  report  made  .....     275 

laid  on  the  table 287 

Johnson,  Thomas.     (See  Constitution.) 
Johnson,  John  T.     (See  Cocke,  William.) 
Johnston,  Jo^iah  S.,  of  Louisiana,  attended         .     338 
remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill       ...     755 

Jones,  Banister,  Mr.  Uayne  presented  the  peti* 

tion  of,  read,  and  referred        •         -         -      109 
Jones,  Benjamin,   Mr.   Dickerson   presented  the 
petition  of,  praying  an  increase  of  duties 
on  iron,  read,  and  referred      -         -         -       88 
Jones,  Obadiah,  Mr.  King  preseated  the  petition 

oU  read,  and  referred       ....      109 

adverse  rejiort  made  -         -         .         -         .     274 
considered  ......     289 

agreed  to 290 

Jones,  George,  and  others,  Mr.  Elliott  presented 
the  petition  of,  against  the  tariff,  read, 
and  referred  --..--     314 

Jones,  Nathaniel,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives for  the  relief  of  -         -         -  582 
read  twice,  and  referred     -         -         -         .  593 
reported  without  amendment      -         -         .  655 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  747 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed           -         -  750 
Journals,  Mr.  King  submitted  a  resolution  in  re- 
lation to  a  correction  of  the     -          -          -  117 
agreed  to-         -         -         -         -         -          -134 

Journals  of  the  Old  Congress,  Mr.  Johnson  sub- 
mitted a  resolution  to  purchase  certain, 
read  twice,  and  referred  ...     443 

reported  without  amendment      ...     513 

laid  on  the  table 737 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         .         .     750 
amendments  received  and  concurred  in       -     762 
the  committee  on  the  petitions  of  Way  and 
Gideon,  and   Edward   De  Krafft,  made  a 
report    authorizing  the  purchase   of  ten 

copies  of  the 322 

concurred  in,  and  the  committee  discharged     342 


Page. 

Judiciary,  Mr.  Johnson  submitted  a  resolution  for 

amending  the         -        -        -        •         •  28 

amended,  and  laid  on  the  table  ...  33 

amended,  and  agreed  to     -         -         .         -  38 
a  bill  respecting  invalid  laws,  re{)orted  and 

»'PaJ       -         - 336 

read  the  second  time          -        -        .        .  339 

recommitted      --•-..  339 
a    bill    respecting    circuit    courts,    reported 

and  read         --.-..  335 

read  the  second  time          -        -        .        .  33^ 

laid  on  the  table         -         -         .         .         .  419 

debated      ----...  574 

laid  on  the  table         -         -         •         .         .  577 
Mr.  Talbot  submitted  a  resolution  to  modify 
the  25th  section  of  the  Judiciary  act  of 

.1789 256 

laid  on  the  table         -         .         .         .         .  258 

agreed  to .  307 

Judson,  Lewis.     (See  Hobart  Peter  H.) 

K. 

Keating,  Oliver,  Mr.  Lloyd  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred     -         -         •         -         -         .  88 

Kelly,  William,  of  Alabama,  attended        -         -  41 
remarks  of,  on  proposed  amendments  to  the 

Constitution  ---...  410 
on  the  bill  to  rejii^al  an  act  respecting  State 

government  in  .\labama,  ...  572 
on  the  Tariff  bill  -  -  .  -  618,  652 
Kelly,  Hanson,  Mr.  Macon  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read,  and  referred  -  ^  -  -  27 
an  adverse  report  made  -  •  >  -  61 
considered  -----  .  62 
recommitted  -  -  -  -  .  -  54 
report  made  -..-..  125 
recommitted  with  instructions  to  bring  in  a 

bill         -         -         -         .         -         .         .127 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  and  read     -  128 
read  the  second  time          -         -         -         .  133 
ordered  to  the  third  reading         -         .         .  162 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         >         .  153 
Kendall,  William,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives for  the  relief  of,  read  -         -  80 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred      -         •  84 
reported  without  amendments    -         -         -  9ft 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  |02 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed           -         -  110 
Kennard,  Samuel  G.,  und  others,  Mr.  Lloyd  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  read,  and  referred  119 
Kentucky,  a  bill  to  change  the  terms  of  the  Dis- 
trict Court  of,  read         ....  287 
read  the  second  lirae          .         -         .         .  288 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       -         .         -  318 
read  the  thirl  time,  and  passed  -         -         .  323 
a  remonstrance  of  the  Legislature  of,  against 
the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  the 
case  of  Green  and  others,  read,  and  refer- 
red           290 

a  bill  to  change  the  terms  of  the  Circuit 

Courts  in.  reported,  and  read          -         -  447 

read  the  third  time,  and  referred         -        -  449 

reported  without  amendment     -         -         -  474 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  475 

read  the  tliird  time,  and  passed  .         .         -  482 
Kerr,  Stephen.     (^See  McHride,  Robert,) 
Kilton,  James,  and  others,  Mr.  Findlay  presented 

the  petition  of,  read,  and  referred    -         -  Hg 

King,  William  R.,  of  Alabama,  attended  -         -  49 


* 


XXX] 


INDEX. 


XXXil 


SenaU  Proceediiigt  and  D'iboUes. 


1 


King,  Rufus,  of  Xcw  York,  attended 

a  letter  from,  asking  to  be  eicuaed  from  »erv- 
ing  on  committee,  on  account  of  ill  health 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sam- 
uel Gilbert    -         .         -         .         .         . 

on  the  bill  for  making  a  rofd  from  Memphis 
to  Little  Rock 

on  Mr.  Johnson**  resolution  in  relation  to 
settlements  on  public  lands    - 

on  the  bill  to  secure  the  accountability  of 
public  officers 

on  the  purchase  of  cannon,  &c.  • 

speech  of,  on  proposed  amendments  to  the 
Constitution  •        .        .        .        . 

remarks  of,  on  the  same     • 

on  the  Appropriation  bill  - 

on  the  Indian  fur  trade 

on  the  Tariff  bill 
King,  Benjamin,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentative* for  the  relief  of 

read  twice,  and  referred      -         -         .         - 

reported  without  amendment     ... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .         -         . 
King,  William,  and  others,  Mr.  Lowrie  present- 
ed the  petition  of,  read,  and  referred  - 
Knight,  Nebemiah,  of  Rhode  Island,  attended  - 

L.    • 
Lafayette,  Marquis  de,  resolutions  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  in  relation  to  the  in- 
tended visit  of,  read  twice,  and  referred  - 

report  made 

passed  unanimously  -         .         -         .         _ 
Lake  Superior,  Mr.  Benton  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion  respecting  the  Indian  title  to  land 
near      .-.-... 

agreed  to 

a  bill  concerning  ibe  extinguishment  of  said 
title  reported,  and  read  -         -         .         . 
read  the  second  time  -         -         .         . 

considered,  and  laid  on  the  table 
Lamb,  Clayton,  and  others,  Mr.  Mcllvaine  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  praying  an  increase 
of  duty  on  iron,  read,  and'referred  - 
Lambdin,  Jonathan  H.,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented 
the  petition  of,  praying  relief  from  impris- 
•         onment,  read,  and  referred      ... 
the  committee  report  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
persons  imprisoned  for  debt    -         -         . 
Lambert,  James,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  praying  a  modification  of  the  tariff, 
read,  and  referred  -         .         .         ,         . 
Lambert,  William.     (See  Capitol.) 
Land  Office.     (See  General  Land  Ojjice.) 
Land  Offices,  a  bill  from  the  Hou«e  of  Represent- 
atives in  relation  to  the  correction  of  errors 
in  entries  at  the     -         -         . 
read,  and  referred       -         -         .         .         . 
reported  without  amendment      ... 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         . 
Lands,  Mr.  Johnson  submitted  a  resolution  for 
the  repeal  of  the  act  respecting  settlements 
unauthorized  by  law  on  public 
read  for  consideration         .... 
negatived  .         -         .         .         _ 

Mr.  Barton  submitted  a  resolution  in  rela 
tion  to  frauds  in  surveying  public  - 
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Lands — continued. 

resolution  agreed  to  >  •  • 
Mr.  Lowrie  submi  ted  documents  in  relation 
to  the  survey*  and  Mies  of,  ordered  to  be 
printed  -.-..._ 
a  bill  from  the  Hou*o  of  Represenutive* 
granting  pre-emption  rights  to  all  coun- 
tien  and  parishes  io  which  public,  are  sit- 
uated         , 

read,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment      .         .         . 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  parsed 
a  bill  from  the    House  of  Representatives 
to  provide  for  the  sate  of,  conveyed  to  the 
United  States  in  certain  ca*e> 
read  twice,  and  referred     .... 
reported  without  amendment     .         .  . 

#      ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Mr.  Benton  introduced  a  bill  for  disposal  of 

refuse    

read           •-..., 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred     - 
reported  without  amendment     ... 
laid  on  the  table 

Land   Warrants.     (See    Military    Land    War- 
rants.) 

Langdon.  Henry  S.,late  Navy  Agent,  Mr.  Par- 
rott   presented   the  petition  of,   read   and 

referred 

Langley,    Hezekiah,   Mr.    Lloyd   presented    the 

petition  of,  read  and  referred 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  and  Benjamin  M.  Belt 

reported  and  read  -         -         .         - 

read  the  second  time  .... 

the  third  reading  negatived         ... 

vote  reconsidered,  and  the   bill   ordered   to 

the  third  reading  -  -  .  .         . 

Lanman,  James,  of  Connecticut,  attended 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill   for  Francis   Hen- 
derson ---.... 
on  the  bill  regulating  the  transportation  of 

the  mail 

on  the  bill  to  secure  the  accountability  of 

public  officers 

Larche,  Francis,  Mr.  Johnson  pre.<ionted  the  pe- 
I  tiiion  of,  read  and  referred 

Lauderman,  John,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  of    ... 
read  twice,  and  referred     .... 
reported  without  amendment     ... 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Laurens,  Colonel  John.   (See  Henderson,  Fran- 
cis.) 
Law,  Thomas,  Mr.  Talbot  presented  the  memo- 
rial  of,  in  relation  to  a  national  currency, 
read  and  referred  -  -  .  .  . 

the  committee  discharged  .... 
Lead   Mines  and  Salines,  .Mr.  Barton  submitted 
a  resolution  respecting  the  sale  of  - 
agreed  to,  and  Teitrrt^       -         .         .         . 
the  committee  discharged 
Lee,  Richard  Bland.     (See   Yuun^,  Robert.) 
Leightner,  Henry,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep 
resentativcs  for  the  relief  of 
read  twice,  and  referred     ... 
reported  without  amendment     . 
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Leightner,  Henry — contioued. 

bill  ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Leland,  Joseph,  and   others,  .Mr.    Holmes  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  praying  the  erec- 
tion of  a  pier,  dec,  at  the   mouth  of  the 
Saco  river,  read  and  referred 
L'Enfant,  Peter  Chnrlen,  Mr.   Mills    presented 
the  petition  of,  read  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia  - 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims  . 
Le  Sieur,  Firman,  the  committee  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Taylor  Berry  report  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  heirs  of,  read 
read  the  second  time         -        .        .        . 
debated     ....... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .         .         . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Librarie*,  Mr.  Johnson  *ubmitted  a  resolution 

to  di*tribute  documents,  journals,  Ac,  to 

incorporated,  read  -         .         .         . 

laid  on  the  table         .         -         .         .         . 

amended  and  agreed  to      ...         . 

Library,  the  Committee  on  the,  appointed 

a  bill  from    the  House  of  Representatives 

making   appropriations  for  the,  and    far 

furnishing  the  ropms  in  the  Capitol 

read  twice,  and  referred     -         .         -         . 

reported    ---.-.. 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       .         -         . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Lighthouses,  Light-vessels,  dec,  a  bill  from  the 

House   of  Representative*    for    building 

certain,  read 

read  the  second  lime,  and  referred 
rejHjrted  with   amendments         .         -         - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
the  House   disagrees  to    the   amendments, 
and  the  Senate  recedes  from  them 
Lincoln,  Benjamin,  a  bill  to  settle  the  accounts 
oi,  David  Humphreys  and  Cyrus  Griffin, 
reporte<l  and  read  ..... 

read  the  second  time         .... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Lincoln,  Martin,  and   Ann  F.  Humphreys,  Mr. 

Mills  presented  the  petition  of,  read  and 

referred  .-...- 

evidence  in  support  of  the    claim  of,  read 

and  referred  ...... 

the  committee  on  their  petition  report  a  bill 
for  Benjamin  Lincoln  and  others.     (See 
Lin  coin ,  Benja  mitt.) 
Littell,  E.,  Mr.  Hayne  presented  the  petition  of, 
praying  that  no  additional  duty  be  placed 
on  books,  read  and  referred     -         .         - 
Little,  Otis,  Mr.  Holmes  presented  the  petition 
of,  in  relation  to  French  spoliations,  read, 
and  referred  ...... 

Lloyd,  Edward,  of  Maryland,  attended     - 

remarks  of,  on  the  claim  of  Virginia  for  cer- 
tain advances         ..... 

on  the  Tariff  bill 

on  the  bill  for  Francis  Henderson 
on  the  bill  allowing  a  drawback  on  cordage  - 
on  the  Military  Appropriation  bill 
on  the  bill  regulating  the  transportation  of 
gold,  jewels,  dtc.    ....     320, 
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Lloyd,   James,  of  Massachusetts,  attended         -         9 
remark*  of,  on  the  bill  fur  Francis  Hender- 
son         97 

on  the  bill  for  additional  sloops  of  war        •    139, 

149,  229 
speech  of,  on    the  pension   bill  for  widows 

and  orphans lOi 

remark*  of,  on  the  bill  allowing  drawback 

on  cordage 251,  500 

on  the  bill  regulating  the  transportation  of 

gold,  dtc 320,  .321 

letter  from,  to  the  Editors  of  the  National 
Intelligencer,  correcting  a  report  of  the 
above  remarks,  (note)    •         .         .         -     321 
on  the  bill  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt     346 
on  the  resolution  in  relation  to  Portugal     -     515 
on  the  Tariff  bill       590,  594,  614,  660,  690,  704 
Lloyd,  James,  Mr.  Noble  presented  the  petition 

of,  praying  a  pension,  read,  and  referred     446 
the  committee  discharged  ...     502 

Lobdell,  Stetson,  and  others,  Mr.  Lowrie  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  praying  a  revision 
of  the  tariff,  read,  and  referred  -  .  79 
Longitude  of  the  Capitol.  (See  Capitol.) 
Lorman,  William,  .Mr.  Smith  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  praying  an  increase  of  duty, 
read,  and  referred  -         -         .         .      161 

Louisiana,  Mr.  Johnson  submitted  a  resolution 
in  relation  to  lands  in,  derived  from  the 
French,  British,  and  Spanish  Govern- 
ments   37 

read,  and  agreed  to 43 

a  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  holders  of  lands 
in,  derived  from  those  Governments,  re- 
ported, and  read    -         •         •         •         .166 

read  the  third  time 205 

amended  .......     309 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        •         .         .319 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -         -     323 
Mr.  Johnson  submitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing a  report  of  all  land  claims  filed  in  the 
Register's  office  at  Opelousas  in     •         •     142 

agreed  to 148 

a  bill  authorizing  the  Register  of  the  land 
office  for  the  western  district  of,  to  report 
upon  certain  claims,  reported,  and  read  205 
read  the  second  time  .  -  .  .  206 
considered  -  -  -  -  .  -312 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  -  -  319 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  323 
a  bill  explanatory  of  the  act  to  confirm  land 

claims  in,  and  Missouri,  read  -         -     253 

read  the  second  time,  and  referred     -         -     257 
Mr.  Johnson  submitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing certain  swamp  lands  in    •        -         -     417 
laid  on  the  table         .....     422 
a  bill  for  the  sale  of  a  warehouse  at  English 
Turn,   and   the   erection  of  a  dwelling- 
house  at  Balize  in,  reported,  and  read     -     431 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred      .         •     446 
reported  without  amendments    ...     508 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...     521 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         •         •     523 
a  bill  to  provide   a  Surveyor  General  for. 

and  Mississippi,  reported,  and  read  -  342 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  345 
reported  without  amendment  -  -  .  422 
laid  on  the  table         ....  509 
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Louisiana — continued.  Page 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  RcprpsentatiTeB  to 
regulate  practice  in  the  United  States 
courts  of,  read  twice,  and  referred  - 

reported    ------- 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         .         . 

read  the  third  time,  and   passed 
Low,  Andrew,  and  others,  Mr.  Elliott  presented 
the  petition  of,  read,  and  referred  - 

adverse  report  made  .... 

laid  on  the  table         -         -         -         -         - 
Lowrie,  Waiter,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Fran- 
cis Henderson        ----- 

on  the  bill  for  additional  sloops  of  war 

214,  233 

on  the  bill  to  secure  the  accountability  of 
public  officers         -----     239 

on  the  Military  Appropriation  bill       -      310,  311 

on  proposed  amendments  to  the  Constitu- 
tion      --«-..-     372 

on  the  bill  to  protect  the  Indian  fur  trade  -     445 

on  the  bill  allowing  a  drawback  on  cord- 
age         

Lucas's  Universal  Atlas,  a  letter  from  William 
H.  Jones,  soliciting  patronage  for  - 

a  resolution  to  purchase  five  copies  of,  sub- 
mitted ------- 

referred     ------- 

a  resolution  authorizing  the  purchaiie  of  one 
copy  of,  reported    -         -         -         -         - 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -         -         . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

M. 

Macarylan,  John,  Mr.  Macon  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  in  relation  to  French  a[H)liations, 
read,  and  referred  -         .         .         . 

Macon,  Nathaniel,  of  North  Carolina,  attended 
remarks   of,  on  a  proposed  amendment  to 

the  Constitution    -         -         -       159,  399,  417 
OD  the  Military  Appropriation  bill      -         -     310 

on  the  Tariff  bill 689 

Mail,  a  bill  to  discontinue  the  transportation  of 

the,  in  certain   cases,  reported,  and  read 

read  the  second  time  -         .         .         . 

considered  --.--- 

laid  on  the  table        -         -         .         .         . 

Maison  Rouge,  Marquis  de,  bill  from  the  House 

of  Representatives    for  the  relief  of  the 

heirs  of  ------ 

read  twice,  and  referred     -         -         -         - 

reported  without  amendment     -         .         - 
rejected     -.-.--. 
Manning,    Jeremiah,  bill    from    the    House    of 
Representatives    for    the    relief  of,    read 
twice,  and  referred         -         -         . 
reported  without  amendment 
postponed  -         .         .         -         - 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  lime,  and  passed 
Maps,  Mr.  King  submitted  a  resolution  calling 
for  intoriuation  in  regard  to  the  comple- 
tion of  certain         -  -         -         -         . 

agreed  Un- 
report from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 

in  reply 

referred     -----.. 
Marechal,  Joseph,  bill  from  the  House  of  Reorc- 

teutatives  for  the  relief  of  .     582 


500 

123 

124 
129 

154 
254 
256 


161 
9 


109 
112 
118 
119 


773 
776 
783 

784 


53 
75 
77 

81 
84 


117 
125 

151 
154 


Marechal,  Joseph — continued.  Page. 

bill  read  twice,  and  referred        ...  593 

reported  without  amendment     ...  gi({ 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  7^7 

road  the  third  time,  und  passed           .         .  750 
Marine  Corps.     (See  Nural  Affuira.) 
Marshals,  Clerks,  and  Attorneys,   bill  from   the 
House  of  Representatives  to  repeal  in  part 

an  act  to  lessen  the  compensation  of,  read  77 

read  the  second  time,  and  referred     -         -  78 

reported  with  amendments          ...  ]6q 

laid  on  the  table         -         .         .         .         .  257 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  301 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed           -         -  305 
a  bill  to  provide  for  the  better  security  of 
public  money  in  the  hands  of,  reported, 

and  read 160 

read  the  second  time          •         -         -         -167 
recommitted      -          -          -         -         -         .291 
reported  with  amendments         -         -         .  305 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  :i.S4 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed           -         -  375 
Martin,  David,  and  Elkanah  English,  Mr.  Ben- 
ton presented  the  petition  of,  referred     -  351 
the  committee  diHcharged  -         .         .         .  502 
Martin,  William    D.,  Mr.  Hayne  presented  the 
memorial  of,  against  an  increase  of  duties, 
read,  and  referred  -    *     -         -         -         -  481 
Maryland,  Mr.  IJuyd  submitted  a  resolution  re- 
specting  the   claims  of,  for  advances  du- 
ring the  latq  war    .....  38 

read,  and  adopted 43 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
altering  the  times  of  holding  the  circuit 
court  for  the  fourth  circuit  in,  read  twice, 

and  referred            -          -          -          -          -  761 

reported  without  amendment     -         -         -  766 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         -         -  782 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed           -         -  788 

Massachusetts,   a  Message    from  the   President 
transmitting  documents  in  relation  to  the 
claim  of,  for  militia  services    -         -         -     301 
the  .Message  read       -  -  -         -         .     305 

two  hundred  copies  of  the  documents  or- 
dered to  be  printed         -         .         -         -     342 

MattBon,    Abraham    V.,  .Mr.    Lowrie  presented 
the  petition  of,  praying   release  from  im- 
prisonment, read,  and  referred         -         -       29 
the  committee  report  a  bill  Bup[)lementary 
for   the  relief  of  persons  imprisoned  for 

debt 474 

(See  Imprisonment  for  Debt.) 
Mayall,  W^illiam,  and   others,  Mr.   Lowrie  pre- 
sented  the  petition  of,  in  relation  to  the 
tariff,  read,  and  referred  -         .         .     308 

Maybury,  'I'homas,  and  others,  Mr.  Barbour  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  in  relation  to  the 
duty  on  iron,  read,  and  referred      -         -      108 
Mayhew,  'i'hadeus,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  sun- 
dry  documents  in  favor  of  the  claim  of, 

referred 35 

•  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  and  read     -     351 
read  the  second  time  -         -         -         -     354 

laid  on  the  table 428 

considered 511 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        .         -  .     612 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -     514 

amendments  received         -         .         .         -     657 
concurred  in      -----         -     675 
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McAIister,  John,  Mr.  Holmes  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read,  and  referred        -         -         -       41 
a  bill   releasing    to,   or   the   heirs  of  John 
Forbes,    a  certain  tract  of  Und,  reported, 
and  read         -         -         -         -         .         .291 
read  the  second  time  -         •         -         .         .     296 
laid  on  the  table         -         -         .         .         -351 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...     420 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         .         .     422 
McBride,  Robert,  and  Stephen  Kerr,  Mr.  Find- 
lay  presented  the  petition  of,   read,  and 
referred  -         -         -         -         .         -115 

the  committee   report  a  bill  f«»r  the  relief  of 
the  heirs  of  Andrew  Mitchell  •         -         -     233 
(See  Mitchell,  Andrew.) 
McCulloch,  Hugh,  a  bill  from  the  H^use  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  of    -         -         -     593 
read  twice,  and  referred     ....     617 
reported  without  amendments    ...     726 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...     749 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed-         •         -     752 

McEwen,  James,  and  others,  Mr.  J^owrie  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  praying  a  moditica- 
tion  of  the  tariff,  read,  and  referred         >     159 

McFarland,  Elizabeth,  Mr.  Dickerson  presented 

the  petition  of         -         -         -         .         .      147 
the  committee  discharged,  and   leave  given 

to  withdraw  her  papers  -         -         .         .     206 

.Mcllvaine,  Joseph,  of  New  Jersey,  attended       -         9 

McKnigbt,  John  .M.  S.,  administrator  of  Charles 
McKnight,  Mr.  \'an  Buren  presented  the 
petition  of,  read,  and  referred  •         -     275 

McNair,  Alexander,  Mr.  Benton   presented  the 

petition  of,  read,  and  referred  -         -  483 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  and  read    -  522 

read  the  second  lime .         .         -         .         .  524 

ordered  to  ihe  third  reading        ...  723 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .         .         -  737 

amendments  received         -         .         .         .  773 

agreed  to-         -         -         .         .         .         -  779 

McPherson,  Joseph  8.,  Mr.   Findlay  presented 
the  memorial  of,   praying  a  settlement  of 
accounts,  read,  and  referred    •         -         -       31 
Mears,  Benjamin,  and  others,  .Mr.  Findlay  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  in  relation  to  duly 
on  iron,  read,  and  referred       -         -         -      141 
Mebane.  John  B.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives to    authorize   the  executors 
of,  to  collect  certain  arrears    -         -         .     482 
read  twice,  and  referred     -         -         -         -     484 
reported  without  amendments    -         .         -     508 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         .         .     521 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         -     523 
a    bill  from   the    House  of  Representatives 

supplementary  to  the  above    -         -         -     654 
referred     .-.--..     656 
reported  without  amendment     ...     674 
ordered  10  the  third  reading        -         .         .     749 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...     752 
Meen,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Findlay  presented 
the  petition  ot,  praying  a  modiiication  of 
the  tariff,  read,  and  referred    -         -         -        55 
Melville,  David,  .Mr.  D' Wolf  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read,  and  referred        ...      101 
report  made,  and  the  committee  discharged     758 
Memphis.     (See  Road.) 
Merchandise,  statements  showing  the  value  of 

imported,  laid  on  the  table      ...     577 


Page. 
Miami.     (See  Road. — See  Wabaah.) 
Michael,  John,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of,  read       -         -  152 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred      .         .153 
reported  without  amendments    ...  I66 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         .         -  257 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         •         -  258 
Michigan,  notice  of  a  bill  in  addition  to  the  act 

in  relation  to  the  government  of  -  -  275 
read  twice,  and  referred  -  .  -  291 
reported  without  amendment .  -  .  317 
laid  on  the  table  -  -  -  -  .  419 
Military  Academy,  a  report  from  the  Secretary 
of  War,  showing  the  amount  of  expendi- 
tures for  the 314 

Military  Affairs,  the  Committee  on,  appointed  -  27 
Military  Estaolishment,  a  report  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  showing  the  expenditures 
for  the,  read  -         -         -         -         -         -141 

Military  Land  Warrants,  a  bill  from  the  House 
ot  Reprf«enlatives  allowing  further  time 

for  locating    ----..  654 

read  twice,  and  referred      ....  657 

ref>orted  without  amendment      ...  751 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  731 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         .         .  737 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  in 

relation  to  Virginia         ....  721 

read  twice,  and  referred     -         -         .         -  726 
reported  without  amendment      ...  735 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         .         .781 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  788 
Military  Road.     (See  Road.) 
Military  Service,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of 
War  with  a  statement  of  the  appropria- 
tions for  the 165 

a  bill  from   the   House  of  Representatives 

making  a[)propriation8  for  the         -         -  297 

read,  and  referred      .         -         -         -         .  300 

report  made,  and  debated  -         -         -         .  310 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  310 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         .  317 
a  bill  from    the   House  of  Representatives 

making  further  appropriations  for  the      -  773 
read  twice,  and  referred     -         -         -         -  775 
reported    -----._  782 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  795 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed           -         -  787 
Militia,  the  committee  on  the,  appointed  -         -  27 
so  much  of  the  President's  Message  as  re- 
lates to  the,  referred  to  the  above  com- 
mittee    32 

a  bill  to  establish  an  aniform,  reported,  and 

read 287 

read  the  second  time          -         -         .         .  296 

considered         --.._.  343 

laid  on  the  table        -----  345 

taken  up,  and  again  laid  on  the  table  -         -  529 

Miller,  Henry,  Mr.  Findlay  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  praying  compensation  for  services 
in  the  Revolutionary  war,  read,  and  re- 
ferred   -         -         -         -         -        -        -    484 

Miller,  James,  Governor  of  Arkansas.  (See  .^r- 
kansaa.) 

Miller,  James  and  Robert,  Mr.  Holmes  presented 
the  petition  of,  in  relation  to  French  spo- 
liations, read,  and  referred      -         -         .     108 
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Miller,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented 
the  petition  of,  praying  a  revision  of  the 
taritT,  read,  and  referred  ...        79 

Mills,  Elijah,  of  Massacbusetls,  attended  -         -       36 
speech  of,  on   his   resolution    proposing  an 

amendment  to  the  Constitution       -         -       59 
remarks  of,  on  a  proposed  amendment  to  the 

Constitution 410 

on  the  bill  to  secure  the  accoantabiiity  of 

public  officers         -         -         -       237,  238,  240  | 
remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill     ...     657 
Mims,  Joseph,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of, 
read  twice,  and  referred           ... 
reported  without  amendment     -         -         - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         .         . 
Mint,  report  from  the  Director  of  the 
Mississippi,  Mr.  Williams  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  the  Legislature  of,  relative  to  In- 
dian title  to  lands  in,  read,  and  referred 
a  bill  from  the   House  of   Representatives 
changing  the  mode  of  surveying  lands  in 
Arkansas,  and        -         -         .         .         . 
read,  and  referred      -         -         .         -         . 
reported  with  amendments     .... 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 
a  bill  to  provide  a  Surveyor  General  for  Lou- 
isiana and,  reported,  and  read 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     ... 
laid  on  the  tabic 

Mississippi  Land  Company,  Mr.  Mills  presented 
the  petition  of  Ebenezcr  Oliver,  and  oth- 
ers, Directors  of  the  >ew  England,  read, 
and  referred  ---... 

adverse  report  in  full         .... 

considered  ...... 

agreed  to- 

a  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote,  laid  on  the 
table      -         -         .         .         .         . 

Mississippi  River.  (See  Ohio  and  Miss.  Rivers.) 
Missouri,  Mr.  Benton  presented  the  memorial  of 
the  Legislature  of,  praying  the  adjustment 
of  land   claims   in,  and  a  duty  on  lead, 

read,  and  referred 47 

a  bill  for  the  adjustment  of  land  claims  in 

Arkansas  and,  reported,  and  read   -         -     120 
read  the  second  time  -         -         -         -125 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  148 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •  •  -  152 
a  memorial  of  the  Legislature  in  relation  to 

the  Indian  title  to  lands  in,  referred         -       49 
a  bill  providing  for  the  settlement  of  claims 

to  lands  in,  reported,  and  read         -         -     430 
read  the  second  time  -         -         -         .     445 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  520 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  -  523 
amendments  received,  and  concurred  in  -  790 
a  bill  to  perfect  certain  locations  in,  reported, 

and  read 162 

read  the  second  time  -  -  -  -  167 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  306 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  .  306 
Mr,  Benton  submitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing the  "  commons"  near  the  towns  and 
villages  in  -  -  ...  .  409 
agreed  t* 4^0 


Missouri — continued. 

the  committee  discharged  -         -         .         . 

the  committee  on  the  p«tition  of  Charles  S. 
Hampstead  and  others,  report  a  bill  to 
alter  the  terms  of  the  district  couru  in, 
read ' 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  • 

Mr.  Benton  submitted  a  resolution  in  rela 

tion  to  lands  for  schools  in- 
laid on  the  table         .... 

agreed  to  

a  bill  from  the  Hou«e  of  Representative! 
to  establish  an  additional  land  office  in, 
read  twice,  and  referred  .         .         - 

reported    -j       - 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         .         . 

a  bill  from  the  Hou«e  of  Re presentati vet  re- 
specting the  validity  of  claims  to  lands  in 
Arkansas,  Ac.  read   twice,  and   referred 

reported  with  amendments  .         .         . 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        .         .         . 

read  the  third  time  and  passed  ■         .         . 

a  bill  to  extinguish  the  Indian  title  to  lands 
in.  reported  and  read      .         -         .         . 

read  the  itecund  time  .         .         .         . 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         .         . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 

a  bill  respecting  the  survey  of  the  southern 
and  western  boundary  of,  reported,  and 
read  twice      -         -     '    . 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •         •         . 

Mitchell,  Andrew,  the  petition  of  Rol»ert  McBride 

and  Stephen  Kerr,  administrators  of,  read 

and  referred  ---.-. 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of,  reported 
and  read         ...... 

read  the  second  time  -         .         .         . 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  • 
Mitchell,  John,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  uf       • 

read  twice,  and  referred     .... 

reported     ---.... 

amended,  and  ordered  to  the  third   reading 

read  the  third  time,   and   passed 

an  amendment  to  their  amendment  received 
and  concurred  in    - 

Mobile,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
to  alter  the  times  of  holding  the  district 
court  of,  read  -         .         .         . 

amendments  reported         -         .         . 

considered 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 

amendments  received         ... 

concurred  in      •         .         -         .         . 

notice  of  a  bill   explanatory-  of  an  act  con 
firming  claims  to  lots  in 

the  bill  read,  and  referred  ... 

reported  without  amendment 

amended,  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 

a   bill  from   the  House  of  Rq)rr<ientativeB 
granting  certain  lots  to  the  corjwration  of 

read  twice,  and  referred     -         .         . 

reported  without  amendment      - 
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Mobile — continued.                                                    Page. 
bill  ordered  to  the  third  reailing  -         -         -  780 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -          -  787 
Moffitt,  J»»hn  S.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  of  •         -         -  593 
read  twice,  and  referred     -         -         .         -  616 
reported  with   amendment*         ...  702 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        •         -         .  749 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -          -          .  752 
Money,  Mr.  Taylor  submitted  a  resolution  call- 
ing for  information  in  regard  to,  borrowed 
during  the  late  war         -         .         .         .  523 
agreed  to--         ...         ..  504 
Message  in  reply        •         >         .         .         -  581 

Montgomery,  John,  Mr.  \oble  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  read  and  relerred      -         .         . 

Montgomery,  J.  M.  C.,a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Reprrsentttives  for  the  relief  of      - 
read  twice,  and  referred     .... 
reported  without  amendment      ... 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 
read  the  tbird  Ume,  and  passed  ... 
.Montgomery,    Willum    W.,  Mr.  Johnson    pre- 
sented the    memorial    of,  praying  that  a 
balance  in  favor  of  .Vlichael  Reynolds  be 
paid  the  memorialist,  read,  and  referred 
.Mooney,  Henry,  and  others,  Mr.  Dickerson  pre- 
sented llie  petition  ot,  in  relation  to  duiiea, 
read,  and  relerred  -         .          .         .         . 
Moore,  .Mexander.      (See  Alexandria.) 
-Moore,  .\.,  and  others,  of  Alexandria,  Mr.  John- 
son   presented   the  petition   of,    praying 
retroeessioii   to    Virginia,    read,   and    re- 
ferred     

Moore,  Alfred,  and  Sterling  Orgain,  Mr.  Kelly 
presented  the  petition  of.  read  and  refer- 
red        -.-.... 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported  and  read     - 
read  the  second   time         .... 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Moore,  Henry,  .Mr.    Lowrie   presented  the  peti- 
tion oi,  read  and  referred  ... 
Moore,  John,  and  others,  .Mr.  Dickerson  present- 
ed the  memorial  of,  praying  an  increase 
oi  duty  on  iron,  read  and  referred 
.Moore,  I'liny,   .Mr.   Seymour  pesented  the  peti- 
tion uf,  read  and  referred          ... 
Moreau,   Celestin,   Mr.  Johnson  presented    the 
petition  of,  read  anil  referred  -         -         . 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported  and  read 
read  the  second  time           .... 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         .         . 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Morgan,  Charles,  .Mr.  Johnson  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  read  and  referred     ... 
a  motion  to  discharge  the  committee 
the  committee  discharged            ... 
Morgan,  Jonathan,  and   wife.       (See    Venable, 

WiUiuin.) 
Morrow,  James,  Mr.  Lowrie  submitted  a  resolu. 
tion  to  place,  on  the  pension  list     • 
agreed  to,  and   relerred      .... 
the  committee  dischargetl  .         .         .:: 

Mulford,  Lewis,  and  oihera,  Mr.  Dickerson  pre. 
sented  the  memorial  of,  read,  and  referred 
Muse,  James  Fort,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the  pe* 
tilion  of,  praying  a  grant  of  laud,  read, 
and  reltrrtd  .---.-     716 
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Myers,  George,  and  others,  Mr.  JiOwrie  present- 
ed the  petition  of,  in  relation  to  duties, 
read,  and  referred  .         .         .         . 


Page, 


308 


Nantucket.     (See  Pensacola.) 
Napier,  Rapelye,   and    Bennett,    a    petition  of, 
praying  remission  of  duties  on  certain  su- 
gar, read,  and  referred  ... 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  and  of  Lewis  A.  Pe- 
tray,  and  Just  Viel,  reported,  and  read    - 

read  the  second  time         .... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         .         . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  • 

National  Road.     (See  Hoods.) 
Naturalization,  a  bill  to  establish  a  uniform  sys. 
tern  of,  reported,  and  read       ... 

read  the  second  time  .... 

recommitted      ---... 

reported  without  amendment     .         .         - 

a  bill  in  further  addition  to  the  act  to  estab- 
lish a  rule  of,  and  to  repeal  all  other  acts 
on  that  subject,  reported,  and  read 

read  the  second  time  -         .         .         . 

laid  on  the  table         -         -         .         .         . 

taken  up,  considered,  and  ordered  to  the 
third  reading  -         -     .    - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Naval  Affairs,  the  Committee  on,  appointed 

so  much  of  the  President's  message  as  re- 
lates to,  referred     -         -         .         .         . 

Mr.  Lloyd  submitted  a  resolution  calling  for 
information  at  the  next  session  in  rela- 
tion to  the  expenses  of  courts  martial,  dec, 
in  the  Navy  and  Marine  Corps 

agreed  to  ---... 

Naval  Establishment,  a  letter  from  the  Navy  De- 
partment, showing  the  annual  expense 
of  the,  with  information  in  regard  to  a 
Peace  Establishment,  read  ... 
Naval  Service,  a  report  from  the  Secretery  of  the 
Navy,  with  a  statement  of  appropria- 
tions and  expenditures  for  the,  read,  and 
referred  ...... 

the  committee  discharged  .         .         .         - 
Navarre,  Francois,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  sun- 
dry documents  in  support  of  the  claim  of, 
read,  and  referred  .... 

Navy,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of,  transmit- 
ting a  statement  of  contracts  made  by  the 
Commissioners  of  the     -         -         .         . 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
making  appropriations  for  the,  read,  and 
referred  ...... 

reported,  with  amendments         ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

disagreement  of  the  House         .         .         . 

the  Senate  insists  on  the  amendments 

a  committee  of  conference  appointed 

their  report  agreed  to         .         -         -         . 
Navy  Hospitals,  Mr.  Lloyd  submitted  a  resolu. 
tion  in  relation  to  the  fund  for 

agreed  to  ...... 

a  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  to  establish,  re. 
ported,  and  read     ..... 

documents  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
in  relation  to  the  bill  laid  on  the  table    - 

the  bill  ordered  to  the  third  reading  > 
Navy  Pensions.     (See  Pensions.) 
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Navy  Register,  a  letter  from  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment transmitting  copies  of  the,  for  the 
use  of  the  Senate  -         •         .         -         . 
New  Haven,  Mr.   Edwards  presented   the  me- 
morial of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of, 
against  the  tariff,  read  and  referred 
Newport,  Mr.  D'Wolf  presented  the  memorial  of 
the  President   and  Directors  of  the  Mer- 
chants' Bank  of,  read  and  referred 
a  report  made  ••.... 
recommitted  with  instructions  -         -         - 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  memorialists,  re- 
ported and  read 

read  the  second  time  .... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading         ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Newspapers,  a  resolution  directing  a  supply  of, 
passed  ...... 

New  York,  Mr.  King  presented  the  memorial  of 
the  Chamber  of  Cpmmerce,  in  relation  to 
the  tariff,  read        ..... 

referred     .         -         -         .         .         -         . 
a  preamble  and  resolutions  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of,   relative  to    losses   sustained   by 
persons  residing  on  or  near  Niagara  river, 
read,  and  laid  on  the  table      ... 
Nimmo,  William  T.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  the  relief  of,  read  and 
referred  ...... 

reported  without  amendment  .  -  - 
ordered  to  ihe  third  reading  - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Noble,  James,  ol  Indiana,  attended  -  -  - 
remarks  of,  on  Indiana  lands  -  -  . 
on  proposed  amendments  to  the  Constitu- 
tion      ....... 

■  on  the  tariff 

North  Carolina,  Mr.  Branch  presented  a  memo- 
rial from  the  State  of,  in  relation  to  claims 
to  Tennessee  lands,  read  and  referred     - 

O. 
O'Brien,  Richard,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the  pe- 
tition   of,   praying    a    settlement    of  ac- 
counts, read  and  referred         ... 

adverse  report  made  .... 

agreed  to- 
OlTicers  of  the  Customs.  Mr.  Johnson  submitted 
a  resolution  to  revise  the  act  in  relation 
to  the  compensation  of  - 

agreed  to  ...... 

committee  discharged         .... 

a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
showing  the  emoluments,  dec,  of  certain 
Officers  of  the  two  Houses,  a  bill  to   revive  the 
act    fixing    the   compensation    of,    intro- 
duced, and  read  twice    .... 

postponed  ---... 

amended  and  referred         -         -         .         . 

reported  with  amendments         ... 

laid  on  the  table 

considered,  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Officers  of  the  Senate,  Mr.    Eaton  submitted  a 
resolution  respecting  the  election  of 

modified  and  postponed     -         .         .         . 

debated     --..._. 

postponed  ---... 

laid  on  the  table         -         .         .         .         . 
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Officers  of  the  Senate — continued.  1 

Mr.  Hayne  submitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing the  election  of  -         -         -  . 

amended  and  referred         -         -         .         . 

report  made       --••.. 

agreed  to  ----.. 

Ogden,  Thomas  L.,  a  hill  from  the    House  of 
Representatives  for  the  relief  of       . 

read  twice,  and  referred     .... 

reported  without  amendment     ... 

the  third  reading  refused  .... 
Oglethorpe   County,  Georgia,    Mr.   Elliott    pre- 
sented   a    preamble    and    resolution    of, 
against  an  increase  of  duties,  read,  and 
referred  ...... 

Ohio,  Mr.  Brown  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of.  relative  to  the  sale  of  school 
lands,  referred 

Mr.  Brown  presented  a  resolution  of,  re- 
specting protection  to  American  manu- 
factures, read,  and  referred     -         -         . 

Mr.  B.  presented  a  resolution  of,  respecting 
the  location  of  school  lands,  read,  and 
referred  ...... 

Mr.  B.  presented  a  resolution  of,  in  relation 
to  tha  abolition  of  slavery,  read,  and  laid 
on  the  table 

a  bill  to  change  the  terms  of  the  circuit 
aiKl  district  courts,  reported  and  read 

read  the  sfcond  time,  and  referred 

rrpurted  without  amendment     -         -         . 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  re- 
specting three  tracts  of  laud  in  Tuscarawas 
ciiunty  in,  read  twice,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment      ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  tiie  third  time,  and  passed 
Ohio  and  .Mississippi  l^ivers,  a  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  to  improve  the  navi- 
gation of  the  ..... 

read  twice,  and  referred     .... 

reported  without  amendment     ... 

considered  --.-.. 

ordered  to  the  third  readina^        ... 

read  the  third  time,  aixl  passed  ... 
Old,  Joseph,  and   others,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented 
the   petition  of,  praying   an   increase    of 
duty  on  iron,  read,  and  referred 
Oliver,  Ebenezer.    (See  Mississippi  Land  Com- 
pany. ) 
Ore,  James,  Mr.  Kelly  presented  the  petition  of, 
read,  and  referred  -         -         -         .         . 

a  motion  to  discharge  the  committee,  laid 
on  the  table 

considered,  and  agreed  to  ... 

Or;?ain,  Sterling.     (See  Moore,  Alfred.) 
Orrery.     (See  Hlanetarium.) 
Osage  Indians,  bill  from  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives to  provide  an  agent  for  the  - 

read  the  first  time      -         .         .         .         . 

read  the  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment     ... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Ottremare,  J.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives for  the  relief  of  .... 

read  twice,  and  referred     .... 
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Oltremare.  J. — continued.                                        Page, 
bill  reported  with  amendments  ...  709 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  749 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed            -         -  752 
disagreement  of  the  House  to  their  amend- 
ments   .......  766 

the  Senate  recede  therefrom       ...  768 


Palmer,  William  A.,  of  Vermont,  attended 
Parent,  Charles,  a  petition  of  C.  Parent  in  be- 
half of  the  heirs  of,  read,  and  referred     • 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of,  reported, 
and  read         --.... 
read  the  second  time  -         .         .         . 

laid  on  the  table         .         .         .         .         . 

Parrott,  John  F.,  of  New  Hampshire,  attended  • 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  additional  sloops 

of  war  .---... 

Passau,  George  de,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the 
petition  of,  praying  confirmation  to  a  tract 
of  Lnd,  read,  and  referred     .         .         - 

adverse  report  made  .         .         .         . 

agreed  to- 

Patent  Office,  a  bill  relative  to  the,  reported,  and 
read       ....... 

read  the  teconA  time  .         .         .         . 

ordered  to  Ihe  third  reading       .         .         . 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Patterson,  William,  and   others,  Mr.  Dickerson 
presented   the  petition  of,  read,  and  re- 
ferred   -...-.. 

Paulus.  Barbara,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
reseiitatives  for  the  relief  of,  read    - 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred     • 
reported  without  amendments    .         -         - 
ordered  to  the  tliird  reading        .  ..        . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Peabody.  Joseph,  and  others,  Mr.  Lloyd  present- 
e«l  the  pt-tilion  of,  relative  t«  French  spo- 
liati<»ns,  read,  and  referred      .         .         . 

Pearce,  William,  and  others,  Mr.  Lloyd  present- 
ed the  petition  wt,  relative  to  French  spo- 
liations, read,  and  referred      .  .  . 

Pennock,    Abriham,  and   others,    Mr.   Findlay 
presented   the  petition  of,  read,  and  re 
ierred    .-.--- 

Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Findlay  presented  several 
resolutions  of  the  Legislature  oi,  respect- 
ing the  tariff,  read,  and  laid  on  the  table 

Mr.  Lowrie  presented  a  resolutiiin  of  the 
Legislature  oi,  against  (he  bill  imposing 
duty  on  auction  sales,  read,  and  laid  ou 
the  table 

•  letter  from  the  Governor  o(,  with  a  reso- 
lution approving  the  declaration  of  the 
President  in  favor  of  liberty  on  the  West- 
ern Hemisphere,  read,  and  laid  on  the 
table 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
alter  the  judicial  districts  of  - 

read  twice,  and  referred     .         .         .         . 

reported  with  amendments         .         .         . 

ordered  to  the   third  reatliiig        .  .  . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Pensacola,  Mr.  Johnson   submitted  a  resolution 
respecting  a  naval  depot  at  or  near 
agreed  to- 
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Pensacola — continued. 

the  committee  report  a  bill  respecting  the 
Florida  coast  .         .         .         -         . 

(See  Florida.) 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
allow  a  salary  to  the  Collector  oi  Nan- 
tucket and,  and  to  abolish  the  office  of 
Surveyor  at  - 

read  twice,  and  referred     .         .         .        . 

reported    -..-..- 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        .         .         . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .         •         . 

Pensions,  the  Committee  on,  appointed     - 

a  bill  from  the    House  of  Representatives 
extending  the  term  of  half  pay,  to  widows 
and  children  of  officers,  eeamen,  and  ma 
rines,  read  twice,  and  referred 
reported  with  amendments 
considered'         ..... 
postponed  ..... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,Rnd  passed  • 
Mr.  Parrott  submitted  a  resolution  in  rela 
tion  to,  for  the  widows  and  orphans  of 
f>ersons  slain  in  the  private-armed  vessels 
agreed  to-i- 

a  bill  extending,  to  persons  disabled  in,  and 
the  widows  and  orphans  of  those  slain  in, 
pnvate-arnied  vessels,  reported,  and  read 

the  report  in  lull         -  .  -  .  - 

the  bill  read  the  third  time         .         .         . 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        .         .         . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .         .         . 

amendments  received,  and  concurred  in 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  con- 
cerning invalid       .         .         -         .         . 

read  the  first  time      -         .         .         .         . 

read  the  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  with  amendments         .         .         . 

laid  on  the  table 

taken  up,  amended,  and  ordered  to  the  third 
reading  .-...- 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .         .         . 

the  Houfe  agrees  to  some  and  disagrees  to 
other  amendments  -         .         -         . 

the  Senate  adhere  to  their  amend:nents 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
extend  the  term  of  certain,  read  twice, 
and  referred  •-.-.. 

reported  without  amendments    -         .         - 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        .         .         . 

read  the  third  tirile^and  passed  .         .         . 
Pensioners,  Mr.   Noble   submitted  a   resolution 
respecting  the   names   and   amounts  re- 
ceived by  all  - 

laid  on  the  table         .         .         .         .         . 

agreed  tj  - 
Perkins,  James,  and  others,  Mr.  Holmes  present- 
ed the  petition  of,  in  relation  to  French 
spoliations,  reai',  and  referred 

Perley,  Frederick,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  of  .  -  - 
read  twice,  and  referred  .  -  .  . 
reported  witiiout  amendment  -  .  . 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  .  .  . 
read  the  third  time,  and  pas&ed  .         •         . 

Persico,  G.,  and  others,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the 
memorial  of,  in  relation  to  the  tariff,  read, 
and  referred 
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Peters,  Samuel,  Mr.  Lanman  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read,  and  referred        -         -         -      101 
the  committee  discharged  -         -         -         -     328 
Petersburg  and  Richmond.     (See  Vessels.) 
Petray,  Lewis  A.,  and  Just  Viel,  Mr.  Hayne  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  praying  the  remis- 
sion of  certain  duties,  read,  and  referred       42 
(See  yapier,  &.c.) 
Peyster,  Frederick  de,  and  Co.,  Mr.  Van  Baren 

presented  the  petition  of.  read  and  referred  108 
Philadelphia,  Mr.  Findlay  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  a  number  of  citizens  of,  praying  a 
revision  of  the  tariff,  read,  and  referred  -  41 
Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Synod  of,  respecting  the  civilization  of  the 
Indians,  read  -         -         -         -         •       47 

Mr.  Lowrie  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of,  in  relation  to 
bankruptcy,  read,  and  referred  -  •  83 
a  memorial  from  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
of,  in  relation  to  an  artificial  harbor  near 
the  Cape?,  rjead.  and  referred  -  -      113 

the  committe<!  discharged  .         -         -         .     775 
Mr.   Lowrie   preiiented  a  memorial  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  against  additional 
duties  on  imports,  read,  and  referred        -     308 

Phipps,  Thomas,  and  others,  Mr.  Lowrie  pre- 
sented the  memorial  ot\  praying  a  revision 
of  the  tariff,  read,  and  referred  -         -     113 

Piatt,  John  H.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs 

of,  read  twice,  and  referred     -         -         .     574 
reported  without  amendment     ...     726 

laid  on  the  table 749 

taken  up,  and  again  laid  on  the  table         -     759 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...      768 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -         -     773 
Planetarium,  .Mr.  Smith  presented  the  petition 
of  \athaniel  Potter,  and  others,  soliciting 
encouragement   for   a   new,  invented   by 
Thoma.*?  Newell,  read,  and  referred         -     448 
the  committee  di.scharged,  and  the  petition 
referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War     -          -     524 
Plymouth  Beach.     (See  Pres^/ue  Isle.) 
Point  Coupee,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives granting  land   to  the   inhabi- 
tants of 773 

read  twice,  and  referred     -         .         -         .     776 

reported 782 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -         -         -     785 
read  the  third  time,  and    passed         -         -     788 
Portugal,  .Mr.  Lloyd  submitted  a  resolution  call- 
ing on   the  Pre.-ident  for  information  re- 
specting commercial  relation?  with         .     508 

considered 515 

agreed  to 618 

a  message  in  reply 721 

Poru  of  Delivery,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives to  establish  Bowdoinham, 
Troy,  Hudson,  and  Fairport,  as,  read 
twice,  and  referred         -         -         -         -     777 

reported 793 

postponed  indefinitely        .         -         -  .      -     786 
Portsmouth,  .Mr.  Parrott  presented  a  memorial 
from    the   merchants    of,   in    relation    to 
French  spoliations,  read,  and  referred     -      111 
Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads,  the  Committee  on, 

appointed       ---...       27 
dtfcliarged 7tJ6 


Page. 

Postmasters,  Mr.  Knight  submitted  a  resolution 
for  additional  compensation  to,  for  stamp- 
ing ship  letters,  read       -         •  -  .        77 
agreed  to           -         .         .         -         -         -81 
Post  Roads,  a  report  from  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral with  a  list  of  unproductive,  read,  and 

referred 290 

Mr.  Johnson  submitted  a  resolution  for  a 
post  road  from  Baton  Rouge  to  Opeiou- 
sas         .         .         -         -         -         -         -315 

laid  on  the  table 318 

Mr.  Johnson   submitted  a  resolution  in  re- 

gard   to  the  nearest  post   roote   between 

New  Orleans  and  Washington       >         .581 

agreed  to  --.-..     593 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 

discontinue    certain,     and    to    establish 

others 769 

read  twice,  and  referred     ....     772 
postponed  indefinitely         ....     786 
Potter,  Israel  R.,  .Mr.  Knight  presented  the  petj. 

tion  of,  read,  and  referred        .  -         -136 

the  committee  discharge*!  .  -  .  .  289 
Potts,  David,  and  others,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented 
the  petition  of,  praying  additional  duties 
on  iron  and  steel,  read,  and  referred  -  159 
Potts,  Samuel,  .Mr.  Findlay  presented  the  me- 
morial of,  praying  additional  duty  on 
iron,  read,  and  referred  -         -         -     1 1 1 

Pre-emption,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives granting,',  to  all  counties  or  parishes 

in  which  public  lands  are  siruated  -         -  5G6 

read  twice,  and  referred     ....  569 

reported  without  amendment     ...  573 

ordered  to  the  third   reading       ...  779 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed         .         -  787 
a  bill  from    the   House  of  Representatives 
granting,  to  settlers  in  the  districts  of  St. 

Helena  and  Jackson  Courthouse    -         •  737 

read  twice,  and  referred     -         .         .         .  744 

reported  without  amendment     -         -         -  761 

postponed  indefinitely        -         .         .         .  794 
a  bill  from  the  House   of  Representatives 

concerning,  in  Arkansas         -         .         .  773 
read  twice,  and  referred     ....  775 
reported    .-..--.  782 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  785 
read  the  third  time,   and  passed         .         -  788 
President  of  the  United  States,  a  committee  ap. 
pointed  to  inform    the,  of  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Senate         -         -         •         -  10 
the  Annual  Message  of  the         -         -         .  12 
President  and  Vice  President,  Mr.  Eaton  submit- 
ted a  resolution  to  amend  the  act  relative 

to  the  election  of 42 

agreed  to 48 

a  bill  in  addition   to  the   act  respecting  the 

election  of,  reported,  and  read  twice         -  317 
considered          -         -         -       609,514,618,519 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  523 

read  the  third   time,  and   passed          •          .  524 

President  of  the  Senate,  the    attendance  of  the  127 
declines    further    attendance    during    the 

session           ----..  766 

John  Gaillard  elected,  pro  tempore    -         -  768 
Presque  Isle,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives for  deepening  the  channel  of,  and 

repairing  Plymouth  Beach      -         -         -  737 
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Presque  Isle — continued.  P«ge.  | 

bill   read  twice,  and   referred       -         -         .     744 
refwrted  without  amendment      ...     768 
ordered  to  the  third  reading         -         -         .     782 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         .         -     788 
Price,  Chandler,  and   others,  Mr.  Findlay  pre- 
sented the  jM-tition  of,  read,  and  referred       30 
Pritchard,  John,  .Mr.  Brown  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred       -  -         -         -         -      126 

adverse  report  made  -----     162 

agreed  to  -  -  -  -  .         -         -      166 

Private  Bills.    (See  Rules.) 

Prout,  Holden  W.,  Mr.  Kelly  presented  the  peti- 

tion  of.  read,  and  referred         ...     25.') 
the  committee  discharged  -  -         -         .     295 

Public  Buildings,  a  message  from  the   President 
transmitting    a    report   of   the    Commis- 
sioner of,  read,  and  referred     -  -  -        49 
Public  Debt,  a  rep<jrt  from   tne   Secretary  of  the 

Treasury  respecting  interest  on  the         -       25 

Public  Lands,  the  committee  on  appointed  •       27 

discharged  ......     799 

(SJee  Ltinds.) 

Public  Money,  a  bill  to  provide  better  security 
fur,  in  the  hands  of  marshals,  clerks,  and 

attorneys,  reported,  and  read  -  -  -  160 

read  the  second  time  ....  167 

recommitted       ......  291 

reported  with  amendments         ...  305 

considered,  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading  354 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  375 

Public  Officers,  Mr.  Holmes  gave  notice  of  a  bill 

to  ^ecure  the  accountability  of         -         -  81 

the  bill  read,  and  referred  -         -         •         .  82 

reported  with  amendments         ...  141 
postponed           -         -         -          -          -          -151 

considered          ......  236 

ordt-red  to  the  third  reading         .         -          -  241 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  242 

Purchasers  of  Public  Land^,  .Mr.  King  submitted 
a  resolution  for  the  extension  of  provi- 
sions for  the  relief  of      -         -         -         -  84 

agreed  to -         -  90 

a  bill  to  provide  for  the  extinguishment  of 

debt  due  by,  reported,  and  read        -          -  287 

read  the  second  tune          ....  288 

laid  on  the  table 337 

considered          .          .         .          .         .      471,  474 

ordered  to  the  third  reading         ...  475 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed            •         -  482 

amendments  received         -         -         .         ■  737 

concurred  in       -----         -  747 

a  bill  explanatory  of  the   act  reported,  and 

read  twice      ......  773 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  778 

read  the  third  tunc,  and  pa^8ed            -          -  779 
Pursers  and   Navy   Agents,   .Mr.   Willitims  sub- 
mitted a  resolution  calling  for  a  list  of  the 

names  of,  who  arc  in  arrears  -         .         -  120 

agreed  to    -          -          -                   -          -          -  125 

report  in  reply,  read  -----  242 

Q. 

Qunpaw  Indians.     (Sec  Arkansas.) 
(^uinby,  James,  and  others,  Mr.  Di<-kerson  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  read,  and  referred      119 

R. 

Rapelye.     (See  yapier.) 
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Rawie,  W.,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the  petition 
of,  praying  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  read,  and  laid  on 
the  table 375 

Rawlings,  Rezin,  and  John  Locke,  executors  of 
Daniel    Rawlings,  Mr.   Eaton    presented 

the  memorial  of,  read,  and  referred          »  76 

adverse  report  made  •         -         .         -         -  132 

postponed           --.-..  is% 

laid  on  the  table         -         -         .          .         .  142 

recommitted      -----.  328 

another  report  made  -----  532 

concurred  in      .....         .  553 

Read,  Samuel,  and  others,  Mr.  Dickerson  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  praying  addi- 
tional duty  on  foreign  iron,  read,  and  re- 
ferred   .---.-.     124 

Registers  of  Wills,  a  bfll  from  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives to  regulate  the  fees  of,  in 
the  District  o(  Columbia  -         -         _     737 

read  twice,  and  referred     -         -         -         .     744 
reported  without  amendment     -         -         .     748 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         -         -     780 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         -     787 
Revenue  and  Finances,  so  much  of  the  Presi- 
dent's .Message  as  relates  to  the,  referred        32 
Revolutionary  Pensioners, a  letter  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  with  a  statement  of  the 
number  of,  in  each  State,  read,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed         -         .         -         -        11 

Reynolds,    Michael.      (See   Montgomery,    W»/. 

Ham  W.} 
Richardson,    Landie,  a   bill   from   the  House  of 

Representatives  for  the  relief  of       -         .  593 

read  twice,  and  re/erred     -         -         -         -  616 

reported  without  ar^endment     -         -         .  676 

laid  on  the  table        \-         -         -         -         -  748 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  752 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -  761 

Riddick,  Thomas  F.,  Mr.  Barton  presented  the 

petition  of,  read,  and  referred  -         -  109 

documents  relating  to  the  claim  of,  referred  126 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  and  read    -  162 

read  the  second  time  -         .         -         .  167 

laid  on  the  table 275 

leave  given  to  withdraw  his  papers    -         .  733 
Rikcr,  R.,  and  others,  aliens,  .Mr.  Van   Buren 
presented   the  petition  oi,  read,  and  re- 
ferred      233 

Riley,  Justice,  Mr.  Lanman  presented  the  me- 
morial of,  in  relation  to  French  spolia- 
tions, read,  and  referred  -  .  -  108 
Rio  Hondo  and  Sabine  rivers,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  concerning 
land  situated  between  the,  read  twice, 
and  referred  .....         .  '781 

re|)orted -     782 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         -     785 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .         -     788 

Ripka,  Joseph,  and  others,  Mr.  Findlay  present- 
ed the  petition  of,  praying  a  modification 
of  the  tariff,  read,  and  referred       -         -     233 
Rist,  Samuel,  a  bill  from    the    House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of      *         •         -     682 
read  twice,  and  referred     .         -         -         -     693 
reported  without  amendment     ...     747 
postponed  indefinitely        -'        -         •         -     760 
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Roads,  Mr.  Johnson  submitted  a  resolution  call- 
ing  for  information  us  to  the  condition  of 
the  national  road  at  Madisonville  -         •  54 
agreed  to           ..-.--  56 
report  in  reply,  read,  and  referred       •         -  107 
Mr.  Noble  submitted  a  resolution  for  open- 
ing a   road  through  Columbus,  Indiana- 
polis, &c.      ------  80 

read  and  agreed  to    -         -         •         -         -  85 
a  bill  from   the  House  of  Representatives 
to    make    one  from    Memphis    to    Little 

Rock,  read  twice,  and  referred         -         -  92 

reported  without  amendment     -         -         -  114 

laid  on  the  table 118 

considered         -..---  129 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       •         -         -130 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed           -         •  137 
a   bill  from  the   House  of  Representatives 

for  opening  certain,  in  Florida,  read       -  87 

considered          --.-.-  291 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  294 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed           •         •  296 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War  respect- 
ing a  military  road  from  Fort  St.  Philip 

to  the  English  Turn,  read      -         -         -  111 
a  bill  to  authorize  said  road,  reported  and 

read 137 

read  the  second  time          -         .         -         .  142 

debated 152 

laid  on  the  table         -         •         -         -         -  153 

considered 208,  263 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        .         -         .  2.54 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed           -         •  256 
a  bill   from   the   House   of  Representatives 
to  make  a  road  from  a  point  near  Miami 

to  Detroit 769 

read  twice,  and  referred     ...         -  772 

ordered  to  the  third  reading         -         -         -  786 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed            .         -  788 

Roada  and  Canals,  Mr.  Brown  submitted  a  res- 
olution to  appoint  a  select  committee  on  26 
amended  and  as^reed  to     -         -         -         -  29 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 

provide  surveys,  &c.,  for,  read         -         -  242 

read  the  second  time           .         -         .         .  253 

referred 253 

reported  without  amendment     -         -         -  336 
considered          -         -         -       419,534,558,566 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  569 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  570 

Robbins,  Brinlnel,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 

resenlativeH  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice, 

and  referred  --.-..  56 

reported  without  amendment     -         -         -  95 

ordered  to  the  third  reading         ...  io2 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed            •          -  110 

Robinson,  General  Thoma>-,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of  T.  Robinson  in 
behalf  of  himself  and  other  children  of, 

read,  and  referred 447 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of,  reported, 

and  read  twice 766 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .         -         -  779 
Roderick,  Anthony.     (See  Goldsmith,  Murn'.t.) 
Roddy,  James,  Mr.  Hayne  presented  the   peti- 
tion of  the  heirs  of,  read,  and  referred     -  316 
the  committee  di:ichargcd  •         -         -         -"  757 
Ross,  John.     (See  Cherokee  Indiana) 
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Rotch,  William,  and  others,  Mr.  Mills  presented 

the  memorial  of,  read,  and  referred 
Rowland,  James,  and  others,  Mr.  Dickerson  pre- 
sented   the   memorial   of,    read,   and   re- 
ferred    --..... 
Rowland,   M.,  and   others,   Mr.  Dickerson  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  read,  and  referred 
Rucker,  Elliott,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  oi       - 
read  twice,  and  referred     .... 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        .         -         - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Ruggles,  Benjamin,  of  Ohio,  attended 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  settling  claims  . 
on  the  bill  allowing  a  drawback  on  cordage 
on  the  Tariff  bill         -         -         -         -514,659 

Rules,  Mr.  King  submitted  a  resolution  for  a 
rule  respecting  the  duties  of  the  presiding 
officer   ---.--. 

agreed  to- 

the  announcement  of  new,  by  the  presiding 
officer    ..-.--- 

Mr.  Holmes  submitted  a  resolution  for  a 
new  rule  respecting  the  yeas  and  nays, 
read -         . 

read  the  second  time  •         .         -         . 

laid  on  the  table         ..... 

a  rule  in  relation  to  private  bills,  adopted  - 
Rush,  John,  and  Samuel  Conway,  Mr.  Barton 
presented  the  memorial  of,  read,  and  re- 
ferred   ....... 

the  committee  discharged  -         .         -         - 

Russell,  Isaac,  Mr.  Holmes  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read,  and  referred        ... 

Ruasell,  William,  and  others,  Mr.  Dickerson 
presented  the  memorial  of,  read,  an  J  re- 
ferred   .--.--. 


Scott,  Alexander,   Mr.    Ruggles   presented   the 
petition  o(,  read,  and  referred 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  and  read     - 
read  the  second  time  .... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        .         -         - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed' 

Seacy,  Robert,  Mr.  Eaton  submitted  a  resolution 
respecting  the  accounts  of      . 
considered,  and  laid  on  the  table 
Seamen,  a  report  from   the  Secretary  of  State 
transmitting  the    returns  by  collectors  of 
American,  read       ..... 
(See  I'ensiont.) 
Seminole  War,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  persons  en- 
gaged in  the,  reported,  and  read     - 

laid  on  the  table 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
amendments  received         .... 

concurred  in     -----         - 

Senate  Officers.     (See  Officers  of  the  Senate.) 
Senators,  a  list  of,  in  attendance  at  the  opening 
of  the  session  ..... 

Seymour,  Horatio,  of  Vermont,  attended  - 
Shakers.  Mr.    Van  Buren  presented  th«*  memo- 
rial of  the   United  Society  called,  read, 
and  referred  --...- 
the  committee   discharged,  and  the  memo- 
rial laid  on  the  table      .... 
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79 


108 

61 
448 
462 
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Shaw,  Robert,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  documents 
in  support  of  the  claim  of,  read,  and  re- 
ferred     

Sharpies,  Abram,  and  others,  Mr.  Dickerson 
presented  the  memorial  of,  praying  addi- 
tional duty  on  foreign  iron,  read,  and 
referred  ----.. 

Shields,   TLcnias,   Mr.  Johnson    presented  the 
memori.il  of,  read,  and  referred 
a  bill  for  t.ie  relief  of,  reported,  and  read     - 
read  the  second  time  -         -         -         . 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         .         . 

Sibley,  Solomon,  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of       ... 
read  twice,  and  referred     .... 
reported  without  amendment      ... 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Sinking  Fund,  Mr.  Smith  submitted  a  resolution 
calling  for  information  as  to  the  amount 
due  the  Commissioners  of  the 
considered,  and  agreed  to  -         .        .- 
a  report  of  the  Commissioners  of  the,  read  107,  233 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  au- 
thonxing    the    Commusiuners  of  the,  to 
purchase  seven  per  cent,  stock,  read  twice, 
and  referred  --.-.. 
reported  with  amendment*,  and  passed 
Skinner,  I.  L.,  .Mr.  Ruggles  presented  the  peti- 
tion ot,  read,  and  referred        -  -  . 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  and  read     - 
read  the  second  time          •         -         -         . 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         .         - 
read  the  third  time,  and  p^itaed  ... 

Slater,  Samuel,  and  others,  Mr.  Knight  present- 
ed the  memorial  of,  praying  a  revinion  of 
the  tariff,  read,  and  referred    ... 
the  memorial  ordered  tu  be  printed     . 
Sleeper,  Nehemiah,  and  others,  Mr.  Findlay  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  read,  and  refierred 
Slocum,  Holden,  Mr.  .Mills  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  respecting  French  spoliations,  read, 
and  referred  --.... 
Sloops  of  War,  .Mr.  Parrott  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion for  building  additional     ... 
read,  and  agreed  to   - 

a  bill  to  authorize  the  building  of  additional, 
reported,  and  read  twice  ... 

considered  -         -         -        138,  148,  210,  231 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...     233 
read  the  third  time,  md  passed  ... 
Slough,  Jacob,  a  bill  from  ihe  House  of  Represent- 
atives for  the  relief  of     -         - 
read  twice,  and  referred      .... 
reported  without  amendment      .         -         . 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Smith,  Calvin,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read,  and  referred       ... 
the  committee  discharged  -         -         -         - 
Smith,  Daniel,  President   of  the   Pennsylvania 
Insurance  Company,  Mr.  Lowrie  present- 
ed a  memorial  of,  in  relation  to  French 
spoliations,  read,  and  referred 
Smith,  Frederic   W.,   Mr.  Dickerson  presented 
the  petition  of,  stating  inability  to  settle 
accounts,  read,  and  referred     ... 
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Smith,  Frederic  W — continued. 

adverse  report  made  ..... 

considered,  and  concurred  in     - 
Smith,  Isaac  A.,  and  others,  Mr.  Johnson  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  praying  a  pre-emp- 
tion right  to  certain  settlers,  read,   and 
referred  --.-.. 

the  committee  discharged  -         -         -         . 
Smith,  Colonel  John,  Mr.  Johnson  submitted  a 
resolution  for  the  adjustment  of  the  claims 
of- 

agreed  to-         - 

Smith,  Joseph,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of 

read  twice,  and  referred     .... 

reported  without  amendment      ... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -         .         . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         .         . 
Smith,  Moses,  leave  given,  to  withdraw  his  peti. 

tion 

Smith,  IVoah,  Mr.  Holmes  presented  the  petition 
of  Comfort  Smith,  wife  of,  praying  a  pen- 
sion for  her  husband,  read,  and  referred  - 

a  bill  granting  a  pension  to,  reported,  and 
read 

read  the  second   time,  and  ordered  to  the 
third  reading  .         -         .         -         . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         . 

amendments  received  .... 

concurred  in      -----         . 

Smith,  Samuel,  of  Maryland,  attended 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Barbour's  resolution  in 
relation  to  the  claims  of  Virginia  for  cer- 
tain advances          -         .         -         .  33,  35 
on  the  Tariff  bill        -         -         -66,612,661,738 
speech  of,  on  the  same       -         -         .         .     739 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sam- 
uel Gilbert 90,  91 

on  the  bill  Jor  additional  sloops  of  war  139,  149 
speech  of,  on  the  same  ....  224 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  secure  the  accoun- 
tability of  public  officers  ...  239 
on  the  bill  allowing  a  drawback  on  cordage  247 
on  the  bill  for  the  supply  of  cannon,  &c.  -  329 
on  proposed  amendments  to  the  Constitu- 
tion         362,  394 

speech  of,  on  the  same       .         .         -         .     394 

South  Carolina,  .Mr.  Hayne  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion calling  for  information  in  relation  to 
the  arms  furnished  by,  to  the  United  States 
during  the  late  war         .... 

agreed  to. 

report  in  reply,  read,  and  referred 

the  committee  discharged  .... 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
alter  the  times  of  holding  the  Courts  in  - 

read,  and  referred      .         -         -         .         - 

reported  without  amendment      -         .         . 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 

Spain,  Mr.  Barbour  submitted  a  resolution  re- 
specting relations  with,  read  ... 

agreed  to. 

an  amendatory  bill  to  carry  into  effect  the 
ninth  article  of  the  treaty  with,  reported, 
read  twice,  and  referred  ... 

reported  without  amendments    .         -         - 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
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Spalding.     (See  Fry.) 

Sprigs',  Ann,   Mr.  Noble  presented  th«  petition 
of  Israel  Canby,  executor  of,  read  and  re- 
ferred   -         -         -         -         -         -         -31 

Standing  Committees,  Mr.  Noble  submitted  a 

resolution  to  appoint  the  -         -         -       24 

read,  and  laid  on  the  table  •         -         •       25 

committees  appointed  -  -         -         -       27 

SUniford,  Thomas,   Mr.  Lanman  presented  the 

petition  of,  read,  ^nd,  and  referred  -  -      141 

a   bill  for  the  relief/ of,  reported,    and  read     306 
read  the  second   time  ...         -     307 

ordered  to  the  third  leading         .         -         •     430 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...     422 
amendments  recei,»ed  ...         -     657 

concurred  in      -----         •     675 

leave  given  to  withdraw  his  papers     -         -     702 
St.  Anne,  the  church  of.     (See  Dttruit.) 
Staughton,  Reverend  Doctor,  elected  Chaplain       30 
St.  Augustine,    the  bay    of.     (See   Si.    Juhnt 

river.) 
St.  Charles,  Missouri,  Mr.  Barton  presented  the 
memorial  of  the  corporation  of,  respecting 
lots  in,  referred      ....         -     322 

referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands     342 
the  committee  report  a  bill  supplementary, 
making  further  provisions  respecting  lands 
in  Missouri    ---.■•     430 
(See  Missouri.) 
Stearns,  John.     (See  Bart/eft,  William.) 
Stedman,  VViliiiim,  Mr.  Kelly  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  read,  and  referred     -         -         -     520 

Stetson,  Amasa,  Mr.  Mills  presented  the  petition 

of,  read,  and  referred         -          -          -          -  77 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  and  read     -  132 

read  the  second  time          -         .         -         .  138 

the  documents  ordered  to  be  printed  -         -  143 

the  bill  laid  on  the  table     -         -         .          -  257 

recommitted      .---.-  288 

reported  with  amendments          ...  290 

considered          .--...  335 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  338 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  339 

amendments  received         ....  657 

concurred  in      -----         -  675 

leave  given  the  petitioner  to  withdraw  cer- 
tain papers    -----.  691 

Stevenson,  Thomas,  and  others,  Mr.  Findlay  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  praying  against 
additional  duty  on  tallow,  read,  and  re- 
ferred     204 

St.  Helena  Courthouse,  Mr.  Johnson  submitted 
a  resolution   calling   for  information  re- 
specting the  oflicial  duties  of  the  register 
and  receiver  at       -         -         -         -         -        42 

agreed  to-         -         -         -         -         -         -48 

report  in  reply,  read,  and  referred       -         -       50 
a  bill  supplementary  to  the  several  acts  for 
the  adjui'tnient  of  land  claims  in  the  dis- 
tricts of  Jackson  and,  re[)orted,  and  read     275 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred       -         -     287 
reportf-d  wiih  amendments         -         -         -     300 

laid  on  the  table 354 

considered  -         .         -         -         -      419,  447 

amended,  and   ordered  to  the  third  reading     474 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .         .         -     474 
amendments  received  and  concurred  in       -     781 
(5>te  Pre  cmption.) 


Page. 

Stiles,    John  8.,   executor  of  George  Stiles,  Mr. 
Smith  presented  the  petition  of,  read,  and 

referred          ------  83 

adverse  report  made  .         .         -         -         .  274 

laid  on  the  table 287 

referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy          .  6.V4 
report  from  the  Secretary,  read  •         -         -721 
St.  John's  River,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives to  open  a  canal   to  unite  the 

bay  of  St.  Augustine  with      ...  737 

read  twice,  and  referred      .         -         -          -  744 

reported  without  amendment      ...  758 

postponed  iiidefinitely          ....  784 

St.  Mary's  and  Patutent  Rivers.  Mr.  Smith  aub- 
mitted    a  resolution   respecting   fortifica- 
tions on  ......     127 

agreed  to-         -         -         -         «         -         -      129 

re(>ort  in  reply 308 

Stock,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

for  the  creation  of,  for  the  Commissioners 

under  the  treaty  with  Spain  -         -     717 

read  twice,  and  referred     -  .  .         .     721 

reported,  without  amendments  ...     733 

considered  ......     766 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         .         -     768 
ren<l  the  third  time,  and  passed            -         .      769 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Reprexent.-itives  to 
authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  exchange  certain,    read  twice,  and  re- 
ferred     777 

reported  ......     782 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        .        *.  .     783 

read  the  third  time,  and  paiiBed  -  -     768 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
authorize  the  purchase  of  seven  percent., 
read  twice,  and  referred  -  -  .120 

reported,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed     -      125 

Stone,  Banister,  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  126 

laid  on  the  table 129 

Stone,  William  D.,  Mr.  King  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  read,  and  referred     ...  333 

Stone,  Dorothy.     (See  Easton,  Sarah.) 
Storer,    Woodbury,    and     others,    Mr.    Holmes 
presented  the  petition  of,  read,  and  re- 
ferred     108 

Strain,  Robert,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of        .  -         -     593 
read  twice,  and  referred      -         -         -         -     616 
reported  without  amendment     ...     676 

laid  on  the  table 748 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...     752 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         .761 

Sumter,  Mr.    Hayne   presented   the  petition  of 
the   citizens    of,  praying  against    an  in- 
crease of  duties,  read,  and  referred  -     351 
Supreme  Court,  a  bill  further  to  regulate  the,  re- 
ported, and  read     -         -         -          -         -     351 

read  the  secood  time  -         .         .         -     354 

laid  on  the  table         ....     428.  508 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
alter  the  times  of  holding  the  sessions  of 
the,  read  twice,  and  referred   ...     759 
a  bill  providing  for  holding  two  terms  of  the, 
annually,  in  the  city  of  Washington,  and 
in  relation  to  the  Judges  of  the,  reported, 
and  read         ......     336 

read  the  second  time,  and  rccomtnitted       -     339 
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Surveyor  General,  Mr.  Barton  submitted  a  reao- 
lution  in  relation  to  a  contract  made  by 
the,  of  Illinois,  Missouii,  and  Arkansas  -     295 

agreed  to 300 

report  in  reply  read,  and  referred        -         -     318 
a  bill  to  provide  a.    for  Louif^iana,  and  one 

for  Mississippi,  reported,  and  read  -  -  342 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  345 
reported  without  amendment     -         .         -     422 

laid  on  the  table 5U9 

a  bill  to  provide  a,    for  Arkansas,  reported, 

and  read         -         -         .         .         -         -     421 
read  the  second  time           ....     424 
a  letter  from    the    Governor    of    Arkansas 
showing  the  necejt<ity  of  a,  read,  and  re- 
ferred     446 

the  bill  postponed  indefinitely    ...     770 
Susquehannah  river.     (See  Alleghany  river.) 
Sutton,  George,  and  others,  Mr.  Noble  present- 
ed the  petition  of,   in  relation  to  the  na- 
turalization laws,  read,  and  referred         -      151 
Sykes,  Joseph,  .Mr.  Mcllvaine  pre<«ented  the  pe. 

tition  of  read,  and  referred     ...     353 

Sylvester,  Nathaniel,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 

Representatives  for  issuing  letters  patent 

to,  read  twice,  and  referred     ...     745 

reported  without  amendment      ...     758 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...     782 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...     788 

T. 

Talbot,  Isham,  of  Kentucky,  attended       -         -         9 

remark^  of,  on  a  bill  to  amend  an  ordinance 

of  AlSbama 340 

on  the  recommitment  of  the  bill  for  settling 

claims   --...-.     475 
on  the  bill  allowing  a  drawback  on  cordage     500 
on  the  bill  further  to  amend  the  Judiciary 
system  ......     575 

speech  of,  on  the  Ta rill"  bill  ...     601 

Tanner's  American  Atlas,  Mr.  Lowrie  submitted 

a  joint  resolution  for  the  purchase  oi,  read     751 
read  the  second  time  -         -         »         -     766 

ordered  to  the  third  reading         -         -         -     771 
read  the  third  tune,  and  passed  ...     773 
Tansy,  Eleanor,  Mr.  Barton  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read,   and  referred      .  -         -       29 
the  committee  discharged             ...     289 
Tarascon,  Lewis  A.,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the 

petition  of,  read,  and  referred  -         -     295 

the  committee  discharged  ...     573 

Tariff,  petitions  praying  a  revision  of  the,  read, 

and  referred-         -         -        113,119,206,2.33 
petitions   against   an  increase  of.  read,  and 

referred  •         -         -        315,  317,  375,  422 

(See  Duties.) 
Tate,  David,  -Mr.   Kelly  presented  the  petition 

of,  read,  and  reterred      ...         -     .'>08 
Taylor,  John,  of  Virginia,  attended  -         -         -     231 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  allowing  a  drawback 
on  cordage     .         -         -         -         -         -     250 

on  proposed  amendments  to  the  Constitu- 
tion        386.  408 

on  the  bill  for  the  settlement  of  claims         -  472, 

476, 480 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  survey  of  roads 

and  canals  .-----  5.58 
remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill  -  -  600,  659 
speech  of.  on  the  same       .         -         -         -     676 


Page. 

Taylor,  Walter,  of  Indiana,  attended         -         .         9 
Ten  Eyck,  Conrad,  Mr.  Van  Buren  presented 

the  petition  of,  read,  and  referred  -         -     147 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions       356 

Thomas,  Jesse  B.,  of  Illinois,  attended      -         -         9 
Thomas,  Jnmes,  Mr.  Van  Buren  presented  the 

petition  of,  read,  and  referred  -         -313 

the  committee  discharged  ...     504 

Thomas,  John,  6c  Co.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  the  relief  of,  read,  and 
referred  .--...     574 

reported  without  amendment  ...  592 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  747 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -     750 

Thomas,  Martin,    and  others,  Mr.   Lowrie  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  praying  a  modifi- 
cation of  the  tariff,  read,  and  referred      -       35 
Thooft,  Bernard,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep. 
resentatives  to  authorize  the   issue  of  a 
certain  debenture  to,  read  twice,  and  re- 
ferred   -.--..-     574 
reported  without  amendment     ...     577 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...     744 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •         .     750 

Thornton,  William,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the 
petition   of,  praying   a  reinstatement  of 
his  salary  as  Superintendent  of  the  Pat- 
ent Office,  read,  and  referred  -         .     231 
a  bill  relative  to  the  salary  of  the  Superin- 
tendent, reported,  and  read     .         -         -     508 
read  the  becond  time          ....     518 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...     722 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...     737 
Tilghman.  William,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the 

petition  of,  read,  and  referred  -         -     376 

Titles  to  Landf,  Mr.  Barton  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion respecting  incomplete     -         -         .       30 
read,  and  agreed  to   -         .         -         -         -       26 

Tompkins,  Daniel  D.,  a  Message  from  the  Pres- 
ident respecting  the  accounts  of,  read     -       26 
a  bill  from   the   House  of  Representatives 

for  the  relief  of,  read  twice,  and  referred  39 
reported  without  amendment  -  -  -  47 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -       49 

attendance  of,  in  the  Senate       -         -         -     127 
another   Message    from    the    President  re- 
specting  the  accounts  of,  read,  and  laid 

on  the  table 427 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  the  payment  of  the  claims  of,  read 
twice,  and  referred  ....     772 

reported  without  amendment  .  -  -  776 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  -  -  -  783 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -     788 

declines  further  attend'ce  during  the  session       766 

Tonnage  and  Imports,  report  from  the  Secretary 

of  the  Treasury  in  relation  to  duties  on  -       25 
(See  Duties.) 
Topp,  John,  a  bill  from   the   House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of       -         -         -     617 
read  twice,  and  referred     -         -         ■         :     ^63 
reported  without  amendment     -         -         -     726 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...     749 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -     752 

Traders,  documents  in  relation  to  acts  of  hos- 
tility towards  American,  by  the  Indians, 
laid  on  the  table     .         -         -         .         -     577 
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Treaties  with  Indians.     (See  Indian  Treaties  ) 
Treaty  of  Ghent.     {See  Fur  Trade.) 
Treasury  Claims,  a  report   from   the    Secretary 

showing  payments  of  miscellaneous 
Treasury  Reports,  Mr.  Ruggles  subnailteU  a  res- 
olution for  the  reprint  of        .         .         . 
agreed  to,  and  referred       -       .  - 
the  committee  discharged  -         .         . 

Trezevant,  Peter,  Mr.  Hayne  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  read,  and  referred     -         .         - 
the  committee  discharged,  and  the  petition 
referred  to  the  Fourth  Auditor 
Turner,   Samuel,  Mr.  Lloyd  submitted  a  reso- 
lution  for  paying  a  certain  sum   to   the 

widow  of,  read 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -         .         . 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Tuscaloosa,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives granting  certain  lots,  &c.,  to   the 
Corporation  of,  read  twice,  and  referred 
reported    ----... 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Tuscarawas,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives concerning  three  tracts  of  land  in 
the  county  of,  read  twice,  and  referred  - 
reported  without  amendment     -         .         - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Tutchell,   Philip,  and   others,  .Mr.   Lowrie   pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  m  relation  to  the 
tariff,  read,  and  referred         -         -         . 

U. 

Ulmer,  George,  Mr.  Holmes  presented  the  peti- 

tion  of,  read,  and  referred       ... 

the  committee  discharged  .... 

V. 

Van  Buren,  Martin,  of  New  York,  attended      -         9 

speech  of,  on  his  resolution  proposing  an 
amendment  to  the  Constitution  respect- 
ing the  election  of  President  -         -         -       65 

remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  in  relation  to 
roads  and  canals 134 

on  other  resolutions  proposing  amendments 
to  the  Constitution         ...     327^  353 

on  the  bill  respecting  an  ordinance  of  Ala- 
bama    -         -         -         .         .         .      340,  341 

on  the  bill  for  the  settlement  of  claims        -     476 
on  the  Tariff  bill         -         -         .         .         .     qq^ 

Vanderlyn,  John,  Mr.  King  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read,  and  referred        ... 
a  bill  to  authorize  him  to  paint  the  battle  of 

New  Orleans,  reported,  and  read  - 
read  the  second  lime  .... 

laid  on  the  table 

Van  Dyke,  Nicholas,  of  Delaware,  attended      . 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  settling  claims    - 
Van    Home,  Peter,  and  others.  Mr.    Dickerson 
presented  the  petition  of,  read,  and  re- 
ferred     

Van  Noorden,  Hadrianus,  Mr.  Macon  presented 

the  petition  of,  respecting  French  claims, 

tead  and  laid  on  file        - 

referred     ---.... 

Van  Syckle,  Elijah,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the 

petition  of,  read,  and  referred  -         -     345 

a  bill  fur  the  relief  of,  reported,  and  read     -     430 
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Van  Syckle,  Elijah — continued. 

bill  read  the  second  time    .         .         .         . 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        .         .         . 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
Vaughan,  William,  Mr.  King  prevented  the  peti- 
tion of,    praying   an   allowance   of  prize 
money,  read,  and  referred       .         .         . 
the  committee  reported  a  bill  granting  prize 
money  to  the  officers  and  crews  under 
Captain  Gregory    .... 
I  See  Gregory,  Francis  H  ) 
Venable,  William,  Mr.  Eaton  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  and  his  wife,  and  Jonathan  Mor- 
gan and  wife,  read,  and  referred     - 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  Venable,  wife 
of,  and  Jane  Morgan,  reported,  and  read 
read  the  second  time  .         .         .         . 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  .  . 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
Vessel*,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
lires  to  authorize  the  masters  of,  in  cer- 
tain cases,  to  clear  out,  either  at  Rich- 
mond or  Petersburg  -  -  .  . 
read  twifee,  and  referred  -  .  .  . 
reported  with  amendments  ... 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ... 
read  the  ^ird  time,  and  passed  ... 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  RepresenUtives 
allowing  bounty  to  the,  engaged  in  cod 
fisheries  ----.. 
read  twice,  and  referred  -  .  -  . 
reported  without  amendment  • 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  .  - 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State  in  pur- 
suance of  the    act  regulating    passenger 

ships  and,  read 

Viel,  Just.     (See  yupier.) 

ViUier,  Jumonville  de,  leave  given,  to  withdraw 

his  papers 

Virginia,    Mr.    Barbour   submitted  a  resolution 

respecting    the    claims  of,    for    advances 

duriug  the  late  war,  read         ... 

considered  ---..- 

agreed  to  -         -         .  .         . 

Mr.    Barbour    presented    a  communication 

from  the  Governor  of,  on  the  subject  of 

the  claim  of  said  State  for  advances,  read 

a  message  from  the  President  on  the  same 

subject 

read,  and  laid  on  the  table  ... 

referred 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 

alter  the  judicial  distritU  of,  and  for  other 

purposes        ----.. 

read  twice,  and  referred      .... 

reported  without  amendment     .         -         - 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 

Virginia  Military   Land  Warrant*.     (See  Milt- 

tury  Land  Warrants.) 

W. 

Wabash  and  Miami  Rivers,  a  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  to  open  a  canal  to 
connect  the    -         ....         . 

read  twice,  and  referred     -         .         .         . 

reported  without  amendment     -         -         . 

ordered  to  the  third  reading         ... 

read  the  third  tune,  and  passed  ... 
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Walker,  Lewis  M.,  and  others,  Mr.  Mcllvaine 
presented  the  petition  of,  read,  and  re- 
ferred      

Wall,  Benjamin.     (See  Hunter,  James.) 
Wallace,  David,  Mr.  Branch  presented  the  peti- 
tion of.  read,  and  referred        .         .  - 
Ward,  Samuel,  Mr.  King  presented  the  petition 
of,  read,  and  referred      .          -          .  . 
(See  Chandler,  Walter  S.) 
Ware,  Nicholas,  of  Georgia,  attended 
Washington,    Mr.    Johnson   submitted    a  joint 
resolution  for  purchasing  the  portrait  of, 
by  Rembrandt  Peale      .         .         -         . 
read            -.-..-. 
laid  on  the  table        .         -         -         -         . 
Washington  City,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives supplementary  to  the  act  to 
incorfKirate     ...... 

read  twice,  and  referred     -         .         -         . 
reported  with  amendments  -         .         . 

recommitted  -.-... 
reported  with  amendments  .         .         - 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        .  .  . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         .         . 

Washington  Canal  Company,  a  letter  from  the 
President  of  the,  with  a  statement  of  re- 
ceipts, read 

Waters,  Charles,  and  others,  Mr.  Findlay  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  praying  a  modifi- 
cation of  the  tariff,  read,  and  referred 

Watson.  Josiah.and  wife,  Mr.  Jackson  presented 

the  petition  of,  praying  a  pension,  read, 

and  referred  ..-.-- 

adverse  report  made  -         .         -         .         - 

concurred  in      -----         - 

Wattles,  Nathaniel,  and  others,  Mr.  Barbour 
presented  the  memorial  of,  respecting 
Flench  claims,  read,  and  referred  - 

Way  and  Gideon,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the  me. 

morinl  of,  praying  a  subscription  to  the 

publication  of  an  edition  to  the  Journals 

vf  the  Old   Congress,   read,  and   referred 

(.See  Journals.) 

Webster,  John  A.,  Mr.  Eaton  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  read,  and  referred     -         .  - 

Wells,  Bezaleel,  a  bill   from   the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  of  - 
read  twice,  and  referred     .... 

reported  without  amendment      ... 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
West  Baton  Rouge.     (See  Raton  Rouge.) 
A'rymouth,   Dean,    Mr.   Holmes   presented   the 
petition  of,  read,  and  referred 
a  motion  to  discharge   the  committee,   laid 

on  the  table  -         -     ^  - 
negatived  ...... 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  and  read    - 
read  the  second  time  .         .         .         - 

considered  ...... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  .  .  - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
amendments  received  -         -      ^- 

referred  ..--.-- 
reported  without  amendment     .  .         - 

agreement  to  the  first  amendment 
a    bill   from   the  House  of  Representatives 
for  the  relief  of      -         -         -         -        * 
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Weymouth,  Dean — continued, 
bill  read  twice,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     -         -         - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        .         .         - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         . 
Wharton,  Samuel,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  of,  read    - 
read  the  second  time  -         .         -         . 

reported  without  amendment     -         -         - 
laid  on  the  table         .         -         .         .         . 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  «         .         . 
Wheaton,    Joseph,  a    bill    from    the    House  of 
Representatives    for   the    relief  of,    read 
twice,  and  referred  .... 

reported  without  amendment      ... 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
White,  Alexander  A..  Mr.  Johnson  called  up  the 
petition  of,  referred         .         -         -         - 
a  new  petition  of.  presented,  and  referred  . 
adverse  report  made  .... 

considered  ...... 

agreed  to  ...... 

White,  Joseph  M.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 

resentatives  for  the  relief  of,  and  William 

Davidson,  read  twice,  and  referred  . 

reported    ..-..-. 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

White,  Josiah,  .Mr.  Mills  presented  the  petition 

of,  read,  and  referred      -         -         .         . 

White,  Samuel.  Mr.  Findlay  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read,  and  referred         _         .         . 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  and  read 
read  the  second  time  .... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading         .         .         - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Willard.  Julius,   and    Robert  Childs,  Mr.  Smith 
presented  the  petition  of,  read,  and  refer- 
red        ....... 

the  committee  discharged  -        .        -        . 

"  William,"  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives for  a  register  to  the  brig 

referred -         . 

reported  without  amendment  ... 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Williams,  Thomas  H.,  of  Mississippi,  creden- 
tials of,  read  .  .  .  .  - 
is  qualified         ...... 

Williams,  David  R.,  Mr.  Hayne  presented   the 

petition  of,  read,  and  referred 
Williams,  Thomas,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives for  the  relief  of, 
read  twice  and  referred      .... 
reported  without  amendment     .         .         - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Williamson,    William,    and    others,  Mr.  Eaton 
presented  the  petition  of,  read,  and  refer- 
red          

the  committee  report  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
persons  engaged  against  the  Seminole 
Indians  --.-»- 

(See  Seminole  Indians.) 
Wjlmot,  John,  a  bill  from  the   House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of        ... 
read  twice,  and  referred     .... 
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Wilmot,  John — continued.                                    Pai^e. 
bill  reported  without  amendment       -         •  616 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  747 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed           •         -  750 
Wilson,  Alexander,  and  others,  Mr.  Barbour  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of  read,  and  referred  123 
Wilson,  William,   Mr.   Johnson   presented  the 

memorial  of,  read,  and  referred       -         -  42 

adverse  report  made           -         .         .         .  159 

laid  on  the  table         -         .         .         .         .  157 

Wimberlj,   Ezekiel,    Mr.  Elliott  presented    the 

petition  of,  read,  and  referred           -         -  342 
Wing,  Moses,  Mr.  Chandler  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read,  and  referred       -         -         -154 

the  committee  discharged           ...  289 
Wingfield,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Elliott  present- 

„        ed  the  petition  of,  read,  and  referred       -  322 
Wood.  Abiel,   Mr.    Chandler  presented  the  me- 
morial of,  read,  and  referred    -         -         -  113 
Wood,  Joseph,  Mr.  Ruggles  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read,  and  referred        -         .         -  41 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  and  read     -  102 
read  the  second  time          •         -         .         -  110 
debated,  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading   -  112 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed           -         -  116 
Woodward,   A.  B.,  a   letter    from,  enclosing   a 

standard  of  measure,  read,  and  referred  -  481 
the  committee  discharged  -         .         -         -  766 
Wyandott  Indians,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives grantingatract  of  land  to  the  773 
read  twice,  and  referred     -         .         .         .  775 
reported    ....         ...  7g2 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  785 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed            -         -  789 

Y. 
Yandes,  Peter,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of         ... 

read  twice,  and  referred     .... 

reported  without  amendment     ... 

laul  on  the  table         -         -         .         .         . 

Yeas  and  Najs,  on  the  bill  to  revive  certain  acU 

relative  to  duties  on  tonnage  and  imports 

on  the  petition  of  Alexander  A.  While 

on  the  bill  making  a  road  from  Memphis  to 
Little  Rock 

on  passing  the  bill  respecting  land  claims 
in  Missouri  and  Arkansas       ... 

on  filling  up  a  blank  in  the  bill  for  additional 
sloops  of  war  -         -         .         .         . 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  opening 
certain  roads  in  Florida 

on  concurrence  with  the  report  of  Ebenezer 
Oliver,  and  others.  Directors  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi Land  Company  ... 

on  amendments  to  the  bill  from  the  House 
ol  Representatives  making  appropriations 
for  the  military  service  -  -         . 

on  the  report  on  the  petition  of  Sarah  Eas- 
ton  and  Dorothy  Slorer  -         -         .         . 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  the  pur- 
chase  of  cannon,  bombs,  <Scc.  - 

on  a  section  in  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Amasa  Sietsun       -         -         -         .         . 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  lor  the  relief 
of  Dean  Weymouth        -         .         .         . 
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Yeas  and  Nays — continued.  Page 

on  the  indeflnite  postponement  of  the  reso- 
lutions proposing  amendments  to  the 
Constitution  respecting  the  election  of 
President        -----. 

on  amendments  to  the  Genera!  Appropria- 
tion bill 

on  amendments  to  the  bill  for  abolishing 
Imprisonment  for  Debt  .... 

on  the  postponement  of  said  bill 

on  its  recommitment  .... 

on  its  indefinite  postponement   -         .         . 

on  its  passage  --.... 

on  the  bill  to  protect  the  fur  trade 

on  a  resolution  for  adjournment 

on  the  reference  of  the  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  to  amend  the  acts  rela- 
tive to  import  duties       ...         .         .     530 

on  amendments  to  said  bill  591.  615,  655.  662, 
702,  705,   706,   707,  708.    71(1.   7H,   712,  713. 
714,  718,  719.  720,   724.  726.   727,  728,  729. 
730,  731,  732,  733,  735,  736 
on  its  final  passage   -         .         .         .         .     744 
on  receding  from  the  amendments  disagreed 
to  by  the  House  of  Representatives  .     75.'),  756 
on  the  po-tponeiiicnt  of  the  bill  for  the  settle- 
ment of  pecuniary  claims         ... 
on  the  third  reading  of  said  bill 
on  its  parage  ---•.. 
on  the  passage  o(  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Wdliam  Duane     -         .         .         .         . 

on  amendments  to  the  bill  for  the  survey  of 

road*  and  canals    -         -         .      565,  567,  668 

on  its  third  ri-ading  -         -  .         .         .  56g 

on  its  final  passage   -         -         .         .         .  570 

on  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  fortifi- 
cations --.... 
on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  A.  McXair 
on  the  indefinite  postponement  of   the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Mary  James  - 

on  the  passage  ot  the  bill  for  a  register  to 
the  brig  "  William"        -         .         .         . 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  D.  D. 
Tompkins      --.... 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  to  improve 
the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  and  Missis- 
sippi Rivers  --.... 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  the  reiiel 
of  J.  H.  Piatt 

on  the  passage  of  the  bill  to  create  certain 
stock 

on  the  bill  to  open  a  road  from  Miami  to 
Detroit 

Young.  Andrew,  and   others.    .Mr.    L  »wrie  pre- 
sented the  petitioQ  of,  respecting  the  tarifT, 
read,  and  referred  .... 

Young.  William  J.,  and  others,  Mr.  Findlay 
presented  the  memorial  of,  praying  protec- 
tion to  manufactures,  read,  and  referred 

Young,  Robert,  and  Richird  Bland  Lee,  judges 

of  the  orphans*  court  in  Washington,  Mr. 

Lloyd   presented  the    memorial  of,  read, 

and  referred  ----.. 

the  committee  discharged  -         .         .         . 
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Abbot,  Joel,  of  Georgia,  attended      -         .         .     794 
Abeel,  G.  B.     (See  Lenox,  James.) 
Accommodations  for  Congress,  a  resolution  from 
the  Senate  for  appointing  a  committee  to 
make  such  distribution  of  the  rooms  in  the 
Capitol  as  business  may  require 
agreed  to,  and  the  committee  appointed 
a  report  made    --..-. 
agreed  to- 
a  committee  appointed  to  make  distribution 

of  rooms  for  the  use  of  the  House  - 
a  report  made    -•-... 
read  and  concurred  in 

Accountability  of  Public  OflBcers.     (See  Public 
OJficera.) 

AcrountCyt  statement  from  the  Secretary  of  War 
respecting  the  settlement  of,  laid  on  the 

table      - 797 

a  Committee  on.  appointed         ...     799 
so  much  of  the  President's  .Message  as  re- 
lates to  pul)lic,  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Expenditures  -         .         -     800 

the  (committee  of  Ways  and  Means  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  amend, 
ing  the  act  in  relation  to         -         -         .   1757 
Adams,  Parmenio,  of  New   York,   the  Speaker 
presented  a  memorial  of,  contesting  the 
election  of  Isaac  Wilson,  referred  -         -     804 
report  made       ......     997 

the  memorial  of.  and  a  letter  of  Isaac  Wil- 
son in  full 899 

a  resolution  to  allow,  to  appear  before  the 

House 940 

the  liubject  considered         ...      941,944 
is  qualified,  and  takes  his  seat    -         -         .     945 
Adjournment,  Mr.  .\llen  submitted  a  resolution 

for,  in  April,  read  and  laid  on  the  table  -   1765 

debated 2153 

consideration  refused  ....  2345 

a  committee  appointed  to  report  what  busi- 

ness  is  necessary  to  be  done  before 
a  report  made    ...... 

a  joint  resolution  from  the  &>en ate  for 
rclerred     .----.- 

report  made       .--... 
dcliated      ....... 

amended  and  agreed  to      .         -         -    '     - 
the  House  adjourns  -  -         -         .         . 

Agriculture,  a  Committee  on,  appointed     - 

the  committee  instructed  to  inquire  whether 

an  increase  of  duty  on  articles  of  foreign 

growth  will  benefit         .         -         .         - 

a  report  in  full  ------ 

Akers,  Larkin  N.,  the  Committee  on  Pensions 

instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 

of  placing,  on  the  pension  list 

Alabama,  Mr.  0»en  submitted  a  resolution  re- 

specting  a  Circuit  Court  for,  laid  on  the 

table 805 

amended  so  as  to  include  the  State.<:  where 
no  circuits  are  now  held,  and  agreed  to  -     810 
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Alabama — continued. 

a  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of,  respecting 
the  sale  of  lands,  referred        .         -         . 

adverse  report  laid  on  the  table  .         . 

a  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of,  respecting 
purchasers  of  lands,  referred  -         -         . 

committee  discharged         -         -         .         . 

a  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of.  respecting 
pre-emption  to  settlers  in  Jackson  and  De- 
catur counties,  referred  -         .         .         . 

advf rse  report  laid  on  the  table  - 

Mr.  Owen  presented  a  memorial  praying 
pre-emption  for  Bibb,  Henry,  and   Pike 

counties,  referred 

I  bill  from  the  Senate  granting  pre-emption 

to  certain  quarter  sections  of  I.-ind  in 

referred 

reported  without  amendment     -         -         . 

a  petition  of  E.  Lewis,  praying  the  impeach- 
ment of  C.Tait,  the  District  Judge  of,  laid 
on  the  table 

Mr.  Moore  presented  a  memorial  of,  con- 
cerning relief  to  purchasers  of  public 
lands     ...... 

the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  were  in 
structed  to  inquire  respecting  the  revoca- 
tion of  an  ordinance  of,  in  relation  to  its 
navigable  waters    -         -         -         . 

Mr.  Owen  submitted  a  resolution  for  increas- 
ing the  salary  of  the  District  Judge  of, 
negatived       ...... 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  regulate  the  survey 
of  lands  in  the  southern  part  of 

read  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment       .         -         - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Senate  bill  declaring  the  assent  of  Con. 
gress  to  certain  acts  of.  read  twice,  and 
referred  ---... 

reported  without  amendment     -         -         . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Alabama  and  Torabigbee  rivers,  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  instructed  to  inquire   re- 
specting the  exaction  of  tonnage    duties 
on  vessels  trading  wholly  on  the    - 

.\lden,  Judah.  a  bill  for   the   relief  of,   reported 

and  read  twice       .         -         .         .         . 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        .         -         - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .         •         . 

Alexander,  -Adam  R.,  of  Tennessee,  attended  - 

Alexander.  Mark,  of  Virginia,  attended     - 

Alexandria,  a  bill   to   confer  certain  powers  on 

the    levy   court  of,   reported,    and    read 

twice     -         -         -         -         -         -     -   - 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        .         .         . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Mr.    Mercer   presented    a    petition    of  the 

Common  Council  of,  praying  an  increase 

of  corporate  powers,  referred 

I  Mr.  Neale  presented  a  memorial  in  opposi- 

I  tion  to  the  above,  referred      -         -         - 
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Alexandria — continued.  Page, 

a  bill  further  to  amend   the    charter  of,  re- 
ported and  read  twice     .         -         .         .   1959 
Mr.  Neale  presented  a  memorial    praying 
an  alteration  in  the  laws  concerning  the 
inspection  of  flour  in,  referred         •         -   1202 
Mr.  Mercer  presented  a  similar  memorial, 

referred 1318 

a  bill  to  regulate  the  inspection  of  flour  in, 

reported  and  read  twice  ...  2551 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .         •  25C>6 

Senate  bill  to  amend  the  act  for  establishing 

a  turnpike  company  in,  referred     -         -   1758 
reported  with  amendment  ...   iQtiO 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .         .    1962 

Mr.  Neale  presented  the  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants,  praying  retrocession  of,  re* 

ferred 2490 

Aliens,  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  respecting  fees  for  the  natu- 
ralization of 1733 

a  bill  in  relation  to,  reported   in    part,  and 
read  twice      .-..-.   1757 
Allen  Lydia,  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs   in- 
structed to  inquire  respecting  a  pension 

for 808 

Aller\,  Robert,  of  Tennessee,  attended       -         -     794 
Allen,  Samuel  C,  of  Massachusetts,  attended    -     793 
Allison,  James,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended          -     793 
Alsbury,  Thomas,  committee    instructed  to  in- 
quire  respecting    compensation    to,    and 
others,  for  horses   lost  during  the  war  of 
1812 1461 

Alvis,  Zachariah  C,  the  Committee  of  Claims 
directed  respecting  compensation  to,  for 
the  loss  of  a  horse  ....   i503 

Alward,  Henry,  the  Committee   of  Claims   in. 
structed    to    inquire   into   the  account  of, 
against  the  United  States       .         .         .     843 

.\mendment  to  the  Constitution,  a  select  com- 
mittee appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  an,  in  relation  to  ao  election  of 
Representatives,  &c.      -         -         .         .801 

report  made 850 

report  in  full 851 

considered  ...         .         .         .         .   1067 

the  same  committee  report  a  joint  resolution 
for,  as  respecu  the  election  of  Kepresen. 

tativea 806 

Mr.  Livingston  submitted  a  resolution  for, 
in  relation  to  the  election  of  President 
and  Vice  President         ....   1179 

laid  on  the  table 1181 

a  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate   for.  in 
relation  to  the  election  of  President,  read 
twice     -         .         .         ._        .         .         -   1292 
Mr.  Abbot  submitted  a  resolution  for,  in  re. 
lation  to  persons  of  color,  read  twice         -   1399 
Archer,  William  S.,  of  Virginia,  attended  .     794 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  survey  of  roads 

and  canals 1233 

Arkansas,  Mr.  Conway  presented  the  memorial 

of  the  Legislature  of,   praying  an  appro- 

prialion  for    the    extinguishment   of    the 

C^uapau  title  in,  referred         -         -         -     803 

the  committee  discharged,  and  the  memorial 

referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War     -          -     826 
a  report  from  the  SecreUry  read  and   refer- 
red          1023 


Arkansas — continued. 

a  bill  making  appropriations  for  extinguish- 
ing said  title  reported,  and  read  twice     • 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        •         .         . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Mr.  Conway  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of,  praying  a  list  of  military 
bounty  lands  in,  referred         .         .         . 

a  bill  to  furnish  said  list  re[>orted  and  read 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

a  memorial  of  the  Legislature  praying  quar- 
ter sections  of  land  to  Hempsted,  Miller, 
and  Crawford  counties,  referred     . 

a  bill  granting  to,  pre-emption  to  certain 
quarter  sections  of  land,  reported  and 
read  twice     .---.. 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       .         .         . 

Mr.  Conway  presented  the  petition  of  the 
Legislature  of,  praying  a  separate  Survey- 
or (Jeneral  for,  referred  .  .  . 

Senate  bill  for  the  adjustment  of  land 
claims  in,  derived  from  France  and  Spain 

read  twice,  and  referrrd     -         -         .         . 

reported  with  amendments         .         .         . 

laid  on  the  table 

.Mr.  Rankin  submitted  a  resolution  cnBng 
for  information  in  relation  to  the  western 
boundary  of  - 

agreed  to  ...... 

a  message  and  report  in  reply  laid  on  the  table 

Senate  bill  fixing  the  western  boundary  of 

read  twice  and  referred       .         -         .         . 

reported  without  amendment     -         .         . 

debated     -..-... 

final  passage  negatived       .         .         .         . 

the  vote  reconsidered  .         -         .         . 

the  bill  passed  -..--. 

a  message  from  the  President  respecting 
James  .Miller,   Governor  of,  referred 

a  bill  confirming  certain  acts  of  the  Ciovern- 
or  of,  reported,  and  read  twice 

Senate  bill  for  the  same  purpose 

read  twice,  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -  . 

a  bill  changing  the  mode  of  surveying  lands 
on  any  river,  bayou,  or  water-course  in, 
reported  and  read  twice  .         .  . 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -  .         . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

amendments  received  and  concurred  in 

Armory,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War 
with  a  statement  of  expenditures  for  the 
national,  and  of  the  arms  made  therein, 
laid  on  the  table     .  -  .  .         . 

Mr.  Reynolds  xubmitted  a  resolution  calling 
for  information  in  relation  to  a  site  for  a 
National,  on  the  Western  walera    - 

agreed  to  .-.-._ 

report  in  reply  ..... 

the  Committee  on   Naval  Affairs  instructed 

to  inquire  respecting  a  National,  on  the 

^kVestern  waters     .         .         .         -         - 

Arms,  Lemuel,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 
and  read  twice      ..... 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Arms,  ammunition,  &c.,  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary .AfTairs  directed  to  iii((uire  into  the 
expediency  of  authorizing  sales  of  • 
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Arma,  ammunition,  Ac. — continued.  pa^e 

•  bill  to  authorize  the  sale  oi  unserviceable, 
reported,  and  read  twice  ... 

Army,  the  Committee  on  MiliUry  AflTaira  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  oi 
changing  the  mode  of  paymenUto  the  of- 
ficers oi  the  --.... 
Mr.  Floyd  submitted  a  resolution  calling 
for  information  respecting  the  pay,  &.c., 
of  officers  of  the  ..... 
agreed  to  ----.. 

message  and  report  in  reply,  referred 
Mr.  Cocke  submitted    a   resolution  calling 
for  information  in  relation  to  the  brevet 

officers  of  the 

agreed  to  •---._ 

message  in  reply,  laid  on  the  table     - 
Army  Rules  and   Regulations,   .Mr.  Floyd  sub- 
mitted  a  resolution  calling  for  information 
respecting  the,  compiled  by  Gen.  Scott  -   1470 
modified  and  agreed  to        -  -  .  .   i486 

a  message  and  report  in  reply,  laid  on  the 

table 

referred     ---.... 
Arsenal,  the  Committee  on   Military  .Affairs  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
erecting  a  National,  on  the  Alabama,  or 
Tombigbee  river    -         -         .         .         . 
Ataet,  Joseph,  the  Committee  on   Revolutionary 
Pensions  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  placing,  on  the  pension  list  - 
.Auction  Sales,  the  Committee  on  .Manufactures 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  imposing  duty  on        .... 
Mr.  Cambreleiig  presented  a  memorial  from 

New  York  praying  duty  on    - 
a  bill  laying  a  duty  on.  of  merchandise,  re- 
ported and  read  twice     .... 
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Babbitt,  Jacob,  a  bill    for   the  relief  of,  reported 
and  read  twice        -  .         .  .         . 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 

read  the  third  tune,  and  passed 
Bacot,  'I'homas  W.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  re- 
ported  and  read  twice     .... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading         -      '    . 

read  the  third   lime,  and  passed 
Biggar,  Captain  James,  adverse  report  made  on 
the  petition  of  Indiana  in  behalf  of  a  com- 
pany of  rangers  under,  laid   on  the  table   1163 
Bailey,  John,  of  .Macsachusetls,  attended  -         -     793 

election  of,  contested  ....     807 

speech  of,  on   the  report  of  the  Committee 

of  Elections  in  his  case  .... 

(See  Contested  Election.) 

Balances,  a  report   from   the   First  Comptroller 

res[>ecting  Treasury,  laid  on  the  table     . 

statements  of,  from  the  Third  Auditor,  laid 
on  the  table  ...... 

statements  of,  due  more  than  three  years, 
laid  on  the  table     ....    943, 

the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pay- 
ing, due  to  collectors  of  the  internal  rev- 
enue     ....... 

a  statement  of,  due  by  Receivers  of  Public 

.Money,  laid  on  the  table         ... 

Baldwin,  Thoiiiai).  a  report  of  the   Secretary  of 

War  on  the  memorial  of,  laid  on  the  table   1C81 


Balize.     (See  Louisiana.) 

Ball,  William  Lee,  of  Virginia,  attended  - 

the  announcement  of  the  death  of  . 
Baltimore,  a  report  from  the  SecreUrv  of  the 
Navy  on  sundry  memorials  of  merchants 
and  others  of,  praying  compensation  for 
certain  damages,  laid  on  the  table  - 
Bankruptcy,  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
an  uniform  system  of    - 

the  committee  report  it  inexpedient  - 

report  laid  on  the  table      .... 

a  memorial  from  the  Chamber  of  Cora- 
merce  in  New  York  praying  an  uniform 
system  of,  laid  on  the  table    - 

Mr.  Breck  presented  a  similiar  one  from 
Phiia<lelphia,  laid  on  the  table 

Mr.  Litlle  presented  a  similar  one  from  Bal- 
timore, laid  on  the  table         -         .         . 

Mr.  Webster  submitted  a  resolution  to  es- 
tablish an  uniform  system  of - 

laid  on  the  table         -         -         .         .         . 
Bank   of  the  United   States,  Mr.   Poinsett  pre- 
sented the   memorial  of  sundry  banking 
institutions,  in  relation  to  bills  of  the,  re- 
ferred   ---.-.. 

Mr.  Storrs  submitted  a  resolution  calling 
for  statements  of  the  affairs  of  the  - 

agreed  to- 

communication  in  reply,  laid  on  the   table  1593 

Mr.  Cambreieng  submitted  a  resolution 
calling  for  a  report  at  the  next  session  of 
the  rate  of  interest  at  which  the,  will  con- 
tinue the  United  Slates  loan  .         -        - 

agreed  to. 

Banks,   copies    of  the  correspondence  between 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  the,    in 
which  public  money  is  deposited,  laid  on 
the  table         ...... 

Barber,  Noyes,  of  Connecticut,  attended  - 
Barbour,  John  S.,  of  Virginia,  attended     . 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  survey  of  roads 
and  canals     -.-... 
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testimony  of,  in  the  case  of  Ninian  Edwards  2835 
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Barbour,  Philip  P.,  of  Virginia,  attended  - 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  survey  of  roads 
and  canals  -  -  .  .  .  999 
speech  of,  on  the  same  .... 
remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill  1679,  1692, 
speech  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill  ... 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Dan- 
iel D.  Tompkins    ..... 

Bartlett,  Ichabod,  of  New  Hampshire,  attended „ 

remarks  of,  on  sending  an  Agent  to  Greece   1200 
on  the  Address  of  Ninian  Edwards     .         -  2478 
Bartlett,  William,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  John 
Stearns,  Nathaniel   Carver,   and  others, 
reported  and  read  twice  .... 
ordered  to  the  third  reading         ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         .         . 
Bartley,  Mordecai,  of  Ohio,  attended 
Bascum,  Henry  B.,  elected  Chaplain 
Bassett,  Burwtll,  of  Virginia,  attended     - 

remarks  of.  on  the  bill  for  improving  the  Ohio 
and  Mississippi  rivers     .         - 
Baton  Rouge,  the  Committee  on  Military  Affair* 
instructed  to  inquire  respecting  the  ex- 
change of  certain  land  in         ...   1894 
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Baton  Rousje — continued.  Pagd. 

a  bill  authorizing  the  exchange  of  said  land 
reported  ami  read  twite  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed   ... 

the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  relin- 
quishing a  certain  tract  of  land  to  West 
Uaton  Rouge  ..... 

a  bill  for  that  purpose  reported,  and  read 
twice     --..... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        .         .         - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Baudin,  Nicholas  $.,  a  bill  tor  the  relief  of,  and 

Joseph  Chastang,  read  twice  and  referred   1292 


2490 
2495 


2396 

2551 
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2699 


adverse  report  made  • 
the  bill  recommitted  -  -         .         - 

another  adverse  report  made       .         .         - 
Baylies,  Francis,  of  Massachusetts,  attentled 

speech  oi,  on   Mr.   Webster's  resolution  to 

send  an  Agtnt  to  Greece         .         .         - 

remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill      .         -         - 

speech  of,  on  the  same       .  -  .         - 

Beard,  David,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported  and 

read  twice      ...... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         .  - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passetl  •         -         . 
Beaulieu.   Lewis   Joseph  de,  Mr.  Forsyth    pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred 

Beaumarchais  Claim,  the  correspondence  in  rela- 
tion to  the.  referred  to  a  select  committee 

the  report  made  in  full       .         .         .         . 

considered 

laid  on  the  table 

the  Speaker  presented  the  petition  of  Ame- 
lia Eugenia  de  la  Rue,  heiress  of  M.  de 
Beaumarchais         .         .         .  .  . 

Mr.  Tucker  submitted  a  resolution  to  refer 
said  petition  to  the  President  - 

Mr.  McDutlie  sub.nitted  a  resolution  calling 
on  the  President  to  obtain  and  communi- 
cate further  evidence  in  relation  to  the, 
negatived 

Beauregard,  Gabrielle  Emilie  de,   Mr.  Forsyth 

presented  the  petition  of.  referred   - 
Beecher,  I*hilemon,  of  Ohio,  attended 
Belt,  Benjaoiin  M.     (^ec  Langley,  Hezekiah.) 
Bennett,  Joshua,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 
and  read  twice        -         -         .         -         - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         .         . 
Bermuda  Hundred  and  City  Point,  the  Commit- 
tee of  Commerce  in!>lructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  ot  amending  the  laws  relat- 
ing to  the  dir>trirts  of,  respecting  ves^teU  - 
BidJIe,  John.     (See  Contested  Election.) 
Blagrove,  William,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 
and  read  twice        -         .         -  .  - 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  pa'ssed   - 
Blair.  John,  of  Tennessee,  attended 
Blean,  Robert,  a  bill  for  the   relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice 

ordt-red  to  the  third  reading        ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .         .         . 
Books,  Maps,  &c.,  Mr.  Carter  submitted  a  reso- 
lution respecting  a  duty  on.  negatived     - 
Mr.  Sharpe  presented  the  petition  of  sundry 
bookbinders   and   others   praying   an   in- 
crease ol  duty  on  - 
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Boston,  Mr.  Webster  presented  a  memorial  from, 
in  relation  to  the  i.slands  around  the  har- 
bor of,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals  .----.  1427 
said  committee  discharged,  and  the  memo- 
rial referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce     i5oa 

Bounty  Lands,  the  (Committee   on  Military  Af- 
fairs instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  amending  the  laws  in  relation  to     828 
Bowdoinham.     (See  Ports  uf  Dj^ti very.) 
Boyd,  Joseph  C,  Senate  bill  fur  the  relief  of  the 

heira  of  - 986 

read  twice,  and  referred  ....  993 
reported  without  amendment  -  -  .  1232 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  2507 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         .  -   2508 

Brace,  Stephen,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported. 

and  read  twice  .....  i29i 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  2496 
read  the  third  time,  and  pa-sed  -  -  .   2500 

Bradford.    Charles,  a    bill   for   the   relief  of,  re- 
ported, and  read  twice  -         -         .         .    1470 
ordered  to  the  third   reidin?       -  -  -   2497 

read  the  third  time,  and  pisstJ  -  -  .   2500 

Bradley,  William  C,  of  Vermont,  attended        -      793 
Brandy  wine  Shoal.      (See  Lighth^tusen.) 
Breck,  Samuel,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended  -      793 

remarks  of,  on  hit  resolution  calling  for 
information  respecting  commerce  with 
Greece  ....      870,  801.  872 

remarks  of,   on  the  Tariffbill      .  .  .    1736 

Brent,  William  L.,  of  Louisiana,  attended         •     794 
remarks  of,  on   the  TarifTbill    1515,   1521,  1543. 

1.565.  1590,  1613 
remarks  of,  upon   a   report  in   relation  to  a 

sale  of  lots  in  Washington  City     -  -   261  1 

Brooke,  George,  the  Committee  o(  Ciuims  in- 
structed to  inquire  respecting  certain 
compensation  to 1399 

Brooks,  James,  Jehu  and  \athiniel,  a  bill  for 
the    relief  of,  ot  their  heirs,  reported  and 

read  twice 2499 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        •  -  .   2505 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •  -  •   2507 

Bronson,  .Mrin,  a  bill  for  the   relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice        .....     943 

debated 2480 

ordered  to  the  third  reading         -  -  -  2486 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  .  .  2486 

Brotherton,   Robert,  a   bill  for  the   relief  of,   re- 
ported, and  read  twice  -         .         .         .  2.''>0*! 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...   2509 
read  the   third  time,  and  passed         -  -  2510 

Brown,   John,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended  -     793 

Brown,  Sjmuel,  a  bill  to  issue  letters  patent  to, 

reported  and    read  twice  ...   1000 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  1470 
read  the  third    time,  and    pissed  -  -    1471 

Brush.  Elijah,  a    bill   for   the   nlief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice       .....    1203 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -  .  .   2496 

read  the  third  tine,  and  pjssed         •  -  2500 

Buchanan,  James,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended    •     793 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning    costs  in 

patent  cases 933,  936 

remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  to  erect  a  mon- 
ument to  Washington     -  •  1044,  1047 
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Buchanan,  Jamea — continued.  Pj,ge 

remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill    1546.   1547,  1565, 
1590,  1678,  1696,  1709,  1792 
•peech  of,  on  the  same        .         .  1888,  2258 

remarks  of.  on   the   bill    for   improving    the   ' 

Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers     -  .  . 

on  the  resolution  for  :tdjogrnment 

Buck,  Daniel  A.  A.,  of  Vermont,  attended 

Buckner,  Richard  A.,  of  Kentucky,  aUended     - 

speech  of,  on    the   bill  for  survey  of   roads 

and  canals     ---... 

Burch,  Benjamin,  appointed    Sergeant-at-Arms 

Burch's  Digest  of  Laws,  the  Clerk  directed  to 

procure  fifty  copies  of     - 
Burleigh,  William,  of  Maine,  attended     . 
Burns,  Malaclii.  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice       -  -         .  .         .    1292 

ordered  to  the  tiiird  reading       -  .  .  2496 

read  the  third   time,  and   passed  -  .  2500 

Burton,    George,   a   report   of  the   Secretary    of 

War  on  the  petition  of,  referred     . 
Burton,   Hutchina  G.,    of  .North   Carolina,  at- 
tended •-..... 
remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill     - 
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Cady,  John  W..  of  \ew  York,  attended  . 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  (or  the  relief  of  Mra. 
Perry     •--.... 

Call,  Richard  K.,  of  Florida,  attended 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  opening  certain 
roads  in   Florida     ....     9^6    927 

on  the  bill  for  a  canal  to  coonect  the  W«- 
bash  and  .Miami  rivers   - 
Calvert  County.     (See  Maryland.) 
Campl  ell,  John  W,.  of  Ohio,  attended     • 

remarks  of,  on  the  .Maoaathusetts  contested 
election  ...... 

Campbell,  Robert,  of  South  Carolina,   attended 

remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill 
Cambreleng,   Churchill    C,  of  New    York,  at- 
tended ....... 

remarks   of,    on    the    bill    for    the   relief  of 
Daniel  D.  Tompkins       .... 

on  Mr.  Breck's  resolution  in  relation  to  com. 

Dierce  witn  Greece          -          .         .871,  872 
on  the  bill  for   pensions  to   widows  and  or- 
phans     881 

remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill  -  .  1520,  1747 
speech  of,  on  the  same  ....  1568 
remarks  ot,  on  the  bill  to  exchange  certain 

stock 

Canal,  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals  in 
Blructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
opening   a,  bclwten  the   Tenneivsee  and 
Coosa  rivers  ...... 

report  made  and  laid  on  the  table 
a  |M'tilion  from  Florida  praying  aid  to  open 
a,  between  St.  Augustine  and  St.  John's, 

referred 

a  bill  to  authorize  the  opening  of  said,  re- 
,  ported,  and  read   twtice  -  -         .         -  2171 

ord«  red  to  the  third  reading  ...  2602 
r«  ad  the  third  time,  and  pa>sed  ...  2602 
a  bill  to  open   a,   from    the  Wabash  to  the 

Miami,  reported 829 

memorials  from  the   Legislature  of  Indiana 
praying  the  opening  ol  said,  committed  to 
Committee  ol  the  Whole        -         .  108:^  1318 
the  b:ll  under  considcralioa        -  25SI,  2GU0,2(;U3 
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Canal — continued.  Paee. 

bill  ordered  to  the  third  reading  .         .  2604 

read  the   third    time,  and  passed         .  -  2606 

the  Committee  on    Roads  and    Canala   in- 
structed U)  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
opening  a,  to   connect  the  Illinois  river 
with  Lake  Michigan       ....  19^4 

a  bill  for  opening  a,  around  the  falls  of  the 
Ohi<»  river  rear  Louisville,  reported,  and 
read  twice      ......  iggi 

Cannon,  MucketM,  &c.,  Mr.  Cocke  submitted  a 
resolution  calling  for  information  in  rela. 
tion  to  contracts  for         -         .         -         .     836 
debated      ..--.-.     ^44 

aJoi^ted  ^ 846 

report  in' reply,  laid  on  the  table  -  -  939 
referred  to  a  select  committee  ...  944 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  re. 

specting,  referred  -         -         -         -  '       .     959 
Senate  bill  for  the  gradual  supply  of,  for  for- 
tifications      -.-...   1766 
read  twice,  and  referred     ....   1769 
reported  without  amendment     ...  2236 
Cape  Henlopen.     (See  Lighthouses.) 
Capillano.      (See  Washington.) 
Capitol,  a  committee  appointed  to  devise  regu- 
lations for  the  police  of  the     ...   Hgg 
report  made,    read  twice,  and  laid  on    the 

table 1702 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  2556 
considered  -•--..  2575 

laid  on  the  table 2576 

report  on  a  statement  of  William   Lambert 
in  relation  to  the  longitude  of  the,  laid  on 

the  table 1661 

a  resolution  to  di<pose  of  the  building  south 

of  the,  referred 2682 

the  execution  of  said  resolution  suspended 

I  until  next  session 2708 

j  (See  Accommodations.) 

.  Carr,  Thomas,  the  petition  of,  referred      -.        .     814 

j  documents  in    support  of  the   claim  of,  re. 

ferred    -         -         -         .         .         .         .     826 
I  (See  Donnclson,  John.)  \ 

Carroll,    Daniel,  of  Duddington,  a  bill   for  the 
relief  of,  and    others,   reporteJ  and   read 

twice 848 

the  third  reading  negatived         ...     957 
the  vole  reconsidered,  and  the  bill  recom- 
mitted   959 

reported  without  amendment  ...  1680 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  2500 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .         -  2504 

Carter,  John,  of  South  Carolina,  attended         -     797 
speech  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill         -         .         -2154 
Carter,  John  K.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice  .....  2499 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  2505 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .         -  2507 

Carver,  Jonathan,  Mr.    Fuller   presented  a  peti- 
tion of  Joseph  Stroud   and  wife,  praying 
that  a  fHslition  heret«)fore  presented  by  the 
pretended  heirs  of,  be  disposed  of   -         -   1618 
referred -         .   1619 

Carver,  Nathaniel.     (See  Bartleit,   William.) 

Cary,  (Jeortje,  of  Georgia,  attended  -         .     794 

remarks  of,  on    Mr.   BuchannnV  resolution 
to  erect  a  monument  to  Washington      -   1046 
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Gary,  George — continued.  Page 

remarks  of.  on  Mr.  Web«ter'«  resolution  in 
relation  to  an  Agent  for  Greece 
Case,  I..oudon,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,   reported 
and  read  twice       -         -         -         .         . 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Cassedy,  George,  of  New  Jersey,  attended 
speech  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill 

Castine,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  persons  who  have 
imported  goods  into,  reported  and  read 
twice     -•--... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  - 
Castle  Clinton.  Mr.  Cambreleng  presented  a 
memorial  of  the  City  of  New  York,  pray- 
ing that,  and  the  ground,  &c.  l»eIonging 
thereto,  be  reconveyed  to  IVew  York,  re- 
ferred   ---._.. 

report  made,  and  laid  on  the  table 
Chandler,  Walter  S.,  Senate  bill   for  the  relief 
of,  and   Samuel   Ward,  read  twice,  and 
referred  -----. 

adverse  report  made  -         -         .         .         . 

laid  on  the  table 

Chaplain,  Henry  D.  Bascom  elected 

a  message  from  the    Senate   informing  the 

House  of  the  election  of  Wm.  Staughton 
Chapman,   Thomas,  the   committee  discharged 

from  the  petition  of  the  executors  of,  and 

the  petition  laid  on  the  table 

Charleston,  Senate  bill  for  the  survey  of  the  har- 
bor of,  St.  Mary's  and  the  coast  of  Florida 
read  twice,  and  referred     - 
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Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal — continued.  Page. 

Mr.    Little   submitted  a   resolution   for   the 

employment  ot   a    part  of  the   Engineer 

Corpa  in  surveying  the  ground  for  the    - 

laid  on  the  table         -         -         •         .         . 

a  letter  from  William  H.   Jones  with  Shri- 

ver's  map  of  the  country  through  which 

the,  shall  pas.*,  referred   -         -  .         . 

Mr.  Keni   presented  an   act  of  the  State  of 

Maryland,    incorporating    the    company, 

referred  -----. 

Chitwood,  Sarah,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice        -  -  .         . 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Claims,  Committee  of,  appointed 

Clarke,  Archibald,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  report- 

ed  and  read  twice  -  -  .  .  .  2163 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  2505 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -  250C 

Clarke,  M.  St.    Clair,   appointed    Clerk  of  the 

House -     796 

Clark,  Lot,  of  Xew  York,  attended  -  -         .     79.3 

remarks  of,   on   the   -New    York   conte-sted 


868 
908 
913 
797 


-   10C4 


2622 
2630 


referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  2648 


reported  without  amendment 

passed       --•-... 

Charpentrie,  Francois.     (See  Myotte,  Jacques.) 
Chastang,  Joseph.     (See  Baudin,  Mcholas.) 
Cherokee  Indians,  Mr.  Moore  submitted  a  reso- 
lution in  relation  to   an  act    explanatory 
of  the  treaty  with  the,  read  and  laid  on 

the  table 

the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
ol  f'xtinguishing  reservations  granted  to 
certain  -.--_. 

Mr.  J'oriiyth  submitted  a  resolution  calling 
for  information  respecting  negotiations  by 
General  Jackson   with  the,  in  relation  to 

cession  of  lands 

agreed  to- 

report  in  reply  -         .         .         .         _         . 
the  Speaker  presented  a  memorial  of  John 
Koss  and  other  delegates  from    the,  re- 
ferred 

Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company,  Mr. 
Hemphill  presented  the  memorial  of  the, 

referred 

a  bill  authrrizing  the  subscription  of  stock 
in  the,  reported  and  read  twice 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal,  so  murh  of  the 
Presidents  .Message  as  relates  to  the, 
referred  ---... 

Mr.  Stewart  submitted  a  resolution  to  de- 
vote the  proceeds  of  sales  of  lots  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  to  the    - 


2710 
2765 


954,  956 
2173,  2176 

-  794 

-  795 
795 


821 

980 

999 

1022 

1311 


-   1324 


1869 


2212 
2237 
2397 


-  2395 


848 


1503 


800 


1789 


election 
remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill     - 
Clay,  Henry,  of  Kentucky,  attended 

elected  Speaker         -         -  -  .  . 

remarks  of,  on  taking  the  Chair 
remarks  of.  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Dan- 
iel D.  'J'ompkins,  -  -  .  .  . 
on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  *Mr».  Perry 
on  the  bill  for  the  survey  of  roads  and  canals 
Bj>eech  ot,  on  the  same  -  -  .  . 
remarks  of.    in    reply    to    .Mr.    Randolph's 

speech  on  said   bilt  -         -         .         . ^ 

on  a  resolution  respecting  aid  to  the  Greeks   1113, 

1114 
speech  of,  on  the  same       -         -         .         -   1170 
remarks  of.  on  the    Tariff  bill,   1481,  14H2.   1485. 
1547,   1659,  1675,  1691,  1700,  1896,  190  J 
speech  of,  on  the  s^Tne      -         -         .         .   1962 
remarks  oU  on  the  bill  to  create  stock  for  the 

Florida  Treaty  Awards  -         -2553,2554 

on  the   Occupying  Claimant  Law  of  Ken- 
•"^•ty     -         -         -         -         -  2618,  2620 

on  suspending   his  resolution  in  relation  to 
certain  designs  upon  :he  Spanish  provinces  2763 
Cleftan,  William,  a  committee  instructed   to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  compensa- 
ting, for  certain  loKses     -         -         -         -  2172 

Clerk  of  the  House,  M.St.  Clair  Clarke  appointed     796 
Clerks,  a  bill   to  employ  additional,  in   the   sev- 
eral Departments,  reported  and  read  twice    1 788 
considered  -         -         .         , 

read   the  third   time,  and  passed 
amendments  received 
concurred  in      - 

an  order  to  pay  the  engrossing,  certain  com- 
pensation      ...... 

Cleveland.  Samuel,  a  bill   for   the  relief  of,  re- 
ported and   rer.d  twice    -         .  .         . 
onlered  to  the  third  reading        -  .  . 
read  the  third   time,   and   passed 
Cobb.  Thom.ii*  W.,  of  Georgia,  attended  - 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  allowing  pensions  to 

widows  and  orphans        .  -         .      ggQ,  882 

on  the  bill  for  ilie  relief  of  Mrs.  Perry  -  '  974 

on  the  Tariff  bill        --.'..    1.544 
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2699 
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2505 

2.506 

793 

1428 
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1792 

814 
834 
837 

9.39 
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2487 


890 
2345 
2345 


-   1084 


Paire 
Cocke.  John,  of  Tennessee,  attended         .         .     794 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Dan- 
iel D.  Tompkins    -         -         .         -     817,  820 
on  the  Appropriation  bill,  1782,  178.3,  1785,  1786 
on  a  report  in  relation  to  the  sale  of  public 
lots  in  the  City  of  Washington         2608,  2615 
Cocke,  William,  u  bill  to  compensate,  for  cer- 
tain services,  reported  and  read  twice      - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and   passed 
Collins,  Ela,  of  New  York,  attended 
Collins,  Johanna,  .Mr.  Farrelly  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  praying  a  divorce,  referred 
adverse  report  made  and  concurred  ia 
Collins,  Thomas,  the  committee  on  the  petition 
oi,  discharged,   and   the  petition  laid  on 
the  table         ----.. 
Collier,  Charles  ,M..  a  bill    for  the   relief  of,  re- 
ported and  read  twice    -         -         .         . 
ordered  to  the  third  reading         -         -         . 
read  the  third  time,   and  passed 

Collier,  Isaac,  a  bill  for  the   relief  of,    reported, 
and  read  twice       -         -         -  .         . 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Colored  persons.     (See  Amendment.) 
Columbia  river,  a  select  committee  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  occupying 
report  made       --.... 
copy  ot  the  report  in  lull  -         -  -         . 

a  bill  to  authoriie  the  occupation  of,  report 

ed  and  read  twice  -  .  . 

Mr.  Floyd  submitted  a  resolution  calling  on 

the  President  fur  an  estimate  of  expenses 

for  transporiing  troops  to  the  mouth  of  -    1178 

modified  and  adopted         ....   1203 

a  inesitage  in  reply     -  .  .  .  .   1622 

referred i623 

Columbian  College,  .Mr.  Kent  presented  a  peti- 
tion from  ttie  trustees  ot,  referred    - 
the  committee  discharged  -         .         .         _ 

Columbian  Insiitute,  .Mr.  Campbell  presented  a 
memorial  ot  the,  praying  a  lot  of  ground 
for  a  botanical  garden,  referred 

a  bill  lor  the   benetit  of  the.   reported    and 
read  twice      ----.. 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 

Columbus,   a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State, 
with  a  copy  of  a  letter  from    George   G. 
Barrell  presenting  a  portrait  of,  referred  - 
a  joint  resolution  Iroiii  the  Senate  providing 
a  place  of  deposite  iot  the  portrait  oi,  and 
directing  the  distribution  of  certain  copies 
ot  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  read 
twice     ------. 

read  the  third  time,  and  parsed 

Commerce,  appointment  oi  the  Committee  on  - 
so  much  of  the   President's  message  as  re- 
lates to,  Teierxeil  to  the  above  committee 
the  Committee  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency     of    regulating,     among    the 
States,  agreed  to    - 

Commerce  and  Navigation,  a  statement  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  showing  the. 
for  one  year,  laid  on  the  table 
adJiti>>nal  copies  ordered  to  be  printed 


Commercial    Regulations,    a   message  from  the 
President,  transmitting  a  digest  of  the,  of 
foreign  countries,  laid  on  the  table       '    -   1320 
message  in  addition  -         .         .         .  2758 

Condict,  Lewis,  of  New  Jersey,  attended  -     793 

remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff'bill     -         .         .  2338 
Congressional    Burial   Ground,   Senate   bill  for 

-  2396 

-  2431 
-2  471 

-  2509 

-  2510 
794 


1215 
1808 


804 

814 
897 


1428 
1733 


-   1429 


1661 
2500 
2504 


915 


270.S 
2711 

797 
799 


801 


1487 
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enclosing  the 

read  twice,  and  referred    - 

reported  without  amendment 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 

Conner,  Henry,  of  .\orth  Carolina,  attended     - 

Conner,    William,    the    Committee    on    Public 

Lands  instructed  to  inquire  in  relation  to 

certain  land  for       -         ...         . 

the  committee  discharged  -         -         . 

Contested  Elections,  the  Speaker  presented  the 

petition  of  Parmenio  Adams,  contesting 

the  election    of  Isaac    Wilson,    of  New 

York,  referred        -         -         .         .         . 

sundry  documents  in  relation  to  the  same, 
referred  ----.. 

the  report  in  full        -         -         -         .         . 

a  copy  of  the  memorial  of  P.  Adams,  and  a 
letter  from  J.  Wilson      -         .         .    899    900 

a  resolution  to  permit  Mr.  .\dams  to  appear'  940 

the  subject  conitidered        -         -         -     941     944 

P.  Adams  qualified    -         -         -         .         .     945 

Mr.  Scott  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Biddle,  contesting  the  election  of  Gabriel 
Kichard.  of  Michigan,  referred         -         -     814 

report  in  full     ----..  jooi 

leave  given  J.  Biddle  to  withdraw  his  papers   1319 
a  memorial  from  A.  H.    Powell,  contesting 
the    election  of  Jared  Williams,  of  Vir- 
ginia, referred         ..... 
documents  relating  to  the  same,  referred    - 
report  made,  and  leave  given  the  petitioner 
to  withdraw  his  papers  -         .         .         . 
a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Norfolk. 
Massachusetts,  contesting  the  election  of 
John  Bailey,  referred       .... 
report  made       ----.. 
the  report  in  full    .         .         -         ^       . 
considered  -         -         .  1793,  1809,  1832 

decided  that  John  Bailey  is  not  entitled  to  a 
seat 

Contingent  Fund,  four  statements  of  expenditures 
from  the,  of  the  two  Houses,  laid  on  the 

table 

abstract  of  expenditures  from  the,  for  the 
Navy,  laid  on  the  table  .... 
Conway,  Henry  W..  of  Arkansas,  attended 
Cook,  Daniel  P.,  of  Illinois,  attended, 

remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  respecting  the 

adjustment  of  land  claims  873,  883,  884,  8S6 
speech  of,  on  Mr.  Webster's  resolution  for 

sending  an  agent  to  Greece  -  .  .  1145 
remarks  oi,  on  the  Tariff  bill  ...  1545 
on  the  Appropriation  bill  -         -  1784,  ITS-'j 

on  the  bill  respecting  the  Supreme  Court   -  2646 
on  the  resolution  for  adjournment        2650,  2658 
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807 
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-  1856 


797 

943 
794 
794 


2662 


the  testimony  of,  in  the  case  of  Ninian  Ed 

wards     .......  2829 

Cooper,  David,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice        .....   1763 
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Cooper,  DaviJ — continued. 

bill  ordered  to  the  third  reading 
re»d  the  third  time,  and  passed  .         .         . 
Cordage,  Mr.  Cambreleng  presented  the  petition 
of  certain   tnanufarturers  of,  against  an 
increase  of  duty  on  foreign  hemp    - 
Cotheal,  Henry,  and  David,  and  David  S.  Hal- 
let,   the   committee   discharged   from   the 
petitions  of     - 
Cotton  Goods,  Mr.  Stnrrs  presented  the  petition 
of  certain  manufacturers  of,  referred 
Mr.    Eddy    presented  a   similar    one    from 
Rhode  Island  -  -         -         .         . 

Coxe,  Daniel  W..  agent  for  the  Marquis  de  Mai- 
Bon  Kouge,  Sir.  Brent  preaenltd  a  memo- 
rial from,  praying  confirmation  of  a  tract 
of  land,  laid  on  the  table         .         .         . 
referred     -----.. 
the  Committee  discharged  -         -         .  . 

leave  given  to  withdraw  his  papers     - 
Counterfeiting,  the    Committee  on    Commerce 
and   Mdnufaclurei?  instructed   to   provide 
against,  marks  or  names  used  by  mauu- 
faeturers  --•... 

Courts  of  the  United  States.      (Sec  Judiciary.) 
Crafts,  Samuel  C,  of  Vermont,  attended  - 
Cra!g,  Lewis.      (See  Thomas,  Philemon.) 
Craig,  Hector,  ot  New  York,  attended 
Cietk  Indians,  instructions  to  the  Committee  ol 
Ways  and  Means  respecting  compensa- 
tion to  friendly        .  .  .  .  . 
adverse  rej)ort  made  -         -         -         .         . 

Crimes,  a  bill  for  the  more  eflfectual  punishment 

of,  reported  and  read  twice     .         -  . 

passed       ---.... 

Senate  bill  for  the  punishment  of  certain, 

committed  in  navy  yards,  fort*i,  &.c. 
read  twice,  and  referred     -  -         -  . 

refiorted  without  amendment 

Crowninsbield.  Benjamin  VV.,  of  Massachusetts, 

attended         ----.. 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  granting  pensions  to 

widows  and  orphans       •         .  .         . 

on  the 'i'ariff  bill         ...  1895, 

Crcix,  Dusseau  de  la,  the  Committee  on  Private 

Land   Claims  directed    to  report  on   the 

claim  of,  to  certain  lots  •         ■         .  . 

Culpeper,  John,  of  North  Carolina,  attended 

remarks  of,  on  resolution  for  adjournment   - 
CuDiberland  Koad.  bv   much  of  the   President's 
Message  as  relates  to  the,  referred  - 

report  in  full      ---... 

the  comuiiUee  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  ol  extending  the,  trom  Wheel- 
ing to  Zariesvillc    •  .  .  .  . 

a  bill  for  the  continuation  of  the,  reported 
and  read  twice        -         .         .         .  . 

a  bill  for  the  preservation  and  repair  of,  re- 
ported and  read      ..... 

a  motion  respecting  u  more  eligible  route 
submitted  and   negatived  ... 

Mr.  fetewart  submitted  a  resolution  calling 
for  information  as  to  the  application  of 
money  appropriated  for  the     - 

agreed  to  ...... 

report  in  reply  --.... 

Currency,  the  Speaker  presented  the  petition  of 

Thomas  Law  and  others,  praying  the  e«- 

lablithmcut  of  a  national  p«iier,  referred 
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Cusbman,  Joshua,  of  Maine,  attended        .         -     793 
remarks   of,  on   the   (ieneral  Appropriation 

l>ill         -         -  -  -  -  1777,  1783 

Cuthbert,  Alfred,  of  Georgia,  attended        -         .     794 
remarks    of,   on    Mr.   Webster's    resolution 
for  sending  an  agent  to  Greece  1165,  1 177 


on  the  Tariflbill 

on  the  address  of  Ninian  Edwards 

D. 


1566 
2474 


Dale.  Charles  .\.     (.See  Fulton,  Robert.) 
Dauphin    Island,   the    Committee    on    .Military 
Aflfairs  instructed  to  report  respecting  the 
works  on         .....         . 

Mr.   Hamilton   submitted    a   resolution    re- 
specting the  works  on     - 
Dauterive,   Marigny,    Committee  of   Claims  in- 
structed to  inquire  re^pecting  payment  to. 
for  certain  supplies  .... 

Davidson.  William.      (See  White,  Joseph  M.) 
Day,  Rowland,  of  New  York,  attended      - 
Debt,  Senate  bill   fur  the  relief  of  persoos  im- 
prisoned tor    --.-.. 

read  the  first  time 

read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
re[>orted  with  amendments  ... 

ordered  to  the  third  readintr         ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         .         . 
Senate  bill    supplementary  to   the  act    for 
the  relicl  of  f>ersons  imprisoned  for,  read 
twice  and  referred  .... 

reported  without  amendment      -  .         . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Declaration  of   Independence,  a  letter    from  the 
Secretary  of  State  in  relation  to  two  hun- 
dred fac  simile  copies  of   the,  referred 
joint  resolution  from  the  Senate  for  the  dis- 
tribution of  said  copies  read  twice  - 
read  the  third  lime,  and  passed 
Delaware    and     Chesapeake    Canal     ('ompany. 

(See  Chesapeake,  Ac.) 
Denny.    Penelope,    the    mother   of   Lieutenent 
Denny,  the  petition  of,  referred     '  - 
a  bill   for  the  relief  of,  read  twice 
postponed  -  •         .         .         .         . 

the  third  reading  negatived         ... 
Desobry,  Benjamin,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  re- 
ported and  read  twice     ....   1551 
ordered  to  iLe  third  reading         -  .  .  2498 

read  the  third   Ume,  and   passed  -  -   2500 

Detroit,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Church  of  8t. 
Anne,   to    extend    Larned   street   in,  re- 
ported and  read  twice     -  -  .  .    1064 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  2489 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -          -  -  2491 
Dill,  Eliza.     (See  St.  Clair,  General  Arthur.) 
Diplomatic  Intercourse,  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  instructed  to  inquire  respect- 
ing the  expediency  of  reducing  the  ap- 
propriations for       -         -          -          .         . 
Distillers,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain,  reported 
anil  read  twice        -         .          .         .         . 
debated      ---.... 
ordered  to  the  third  reading         -          .          . 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
a  b.U  for  the  relief  of  certain,  reported  and 

read  twice 1567 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        .         .  -  2699 

read  the  third   time,   and  pass^ed         -         -  2700 
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Distilled  Spirits,  Mr.  Condict  presented  a  peti-  " 

tion  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  New  Jersey 
praying  an  excise  duty  on  domestic,  re-' 
ferred    - 

Mr.  Bartlett  submitted  a  resolution  for  a  tax" 
upon  domestic,  negatived  ... 
District  Judges,  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  amending  the  acts  respecting  the  sala- 
ries of. 

the  said  committee  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  providing  for  the  exi. 
gency  arising  from  the  death  or  disability 
of ■; 

District  of  Columbia,  the  Committee  for  the,  ap- 
pointed .         -         -         .         .         . 

the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  instruct, 
ed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 
viding arms  fjr  the  militia  of  the     - 

bill  to  regulate  fees  for  the  Registers  of  the 
Orphans'  Court  in  the,  reported  and  read 
twice     .         -  .... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 

Mr.  Kent  presented  the  petition  of  certain 
inhabitants  of  the.  respecting  a  change  in 
the  form  of  government  for  the,  referred    1202 

a  cill  to  provide  for  the  government  of  the, 
read  twice      •-.... 

.Mr.  Kent  presented  a  remonstrance  from  cer- 
tain inhabitants  of  Washington  against 
the  bill . 

-Mr.  Mercer  presented  a  similar  petition  from 
.\lexandria     ---... 

.Mr.  Kent  presented  a  similar  one  from  the 
Levy  Court  of  Alexandria       -         - 

Mr.  Ross  submitted  a  resolution  respecting 
a  delegate  from  the,  to  represent  the  same 
in  Congres:^  ...... 

laid  on  the  table         ..... 

a  communication  from  the  Treasury  Depart, 
menl,  with  a  report  of  incorporated  lands 
in  the,  laid  on  the  table  .    •     . 

Senate  bill  for  altering  the  time*  of  holding 
couru  in  the 2001 

read  twice 

referred 

refMjrted  with  amendments         ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  pa>sod  ... 

Senate  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  to  in- 
corfiorate  the  Turnpike  Company  in  the, 
read  twice  and  referred  -         -         -         . 

reported  without  amendment      ...  2C98 

the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repealing 
an  act  of  .Maryland  respecting  protested 
bilis  of  exchange  in  the  .         -  .         . 

Doiive,  Lewis  and  others,  an  adverse  report  on 
the  {>etition  of,  laid  on  the  table 

Don  nelson,  John,  Stephen  Heard,  and  others,  a 
bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of,  reported 
and  read  twice        ..... 

considered 2490,2493 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  2493 
rejected     ...... 

Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of 
read  twice,  and  referred     ... 

iSiU  Con.  M  Sl^s D 


1675 
1756 

r/56 

17.')6 


1504 
1506 


1620 


202G 
2099 
25.51 
2.'i56 


2491 


2506 


-  2541 


1100 


-  249.") 

-  2C22 

-  CC30 


age. 

2675 

2682 

796 


1529 

2464 
2480 
2556 
2575 
2622 
2630 


-     875 


1551 
2498 
2500 


Donnelson.  John,  and  others— continued.  P 

bill  reported  with  an  amendment  inserting 

the  name  of  Thomas  Csrr 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
Doorkeepers,  B.  Burch  and  J.  O.  Dunn  appointed 
Drawbacks,  the  Committee  of  Wavs  and  .Means 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  allowing,  on  goods  imported  into  New 
^  ork,  Philadelphia,  and  Baltimore 
Duane,  W  ilham,  Senate  bill  for  the  rehef  of,  read 
twice  and  referred  -         .         .         . 

reported  without  amendment     ... 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  . 
Dubord,  Anna,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of 

read  twice,  and  referred     .... 
Duck  and  Cotton  Bagging,  Mr.  Cassedy  present, 
ed  the  petition  of  certain  manufacturers 
of,  re. 'erred 

Duncan.  Jonas,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice       ..... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 

Duncan,   .Matthew,   the    Co:nmittee   on    Public 

Lands  instructed  to  allow  him  to  change 

his  present  location  of  land     -         -         . 

Dunn,  John  Oswald  Dunn.     (See  Doorkeeper.) 

Dunn,  Thomas,  appointment  of,  as  Sergeant-at- 

Arms     -.--... 

Durfee,  Job,  of  Rhode  Islajid,  attended      - 

Duties  on   Imports,  a   bill  to  amend  the  several 

acts  imposing,  reported,  and  read  twice  . 

a  co[>y  of  the  bill       -         .         -         -         . 

consiilered 1469,  1471 

Mr.   Cambreleng  submitted  a  statement  in 

relation  to  prai  tical  operations  of  the  bill   1487 
the  f)ill  considered      -  1506,  1540,  1552,  1567 

.Mr.  Owen  submitted  a  resolution  of  inquiry 
respecting  the  probable  effect  of  the  bill  .  1586 

1676 
debated     -         .         -         .  1612,  1623,  1628 

laid  on  the  table 1629 

the  bill  under  consideration  1625,  1629,  1665, 
1676,  1682,  170.5,  173.'),  1740,1750,1754,17.58 
1791,  1859,  1870,  1680,  1894,  1907,  1915,  1961 
1962,  2001,  2026.  2100.  21.54,  2173,2209,2213 
2237,  2258,  2289,  2295,  2318,  2.335 


796 

793 

960 
960 


ordered  to  the  third  reading 

rea«l  the  third  time    .         .         .         .         - 

considered  ...... 

passed        ....... 

amendments  read,  and  referred  -         -         - 

report  made       ...... 

considered  ...... 

tlie  Senate  insist  on  certain  amendments    - 

the  House  adheres    -         -         .         .         . 

co.mmiltee  of  conference  appointed     . 

repor^  made       ...--- 

coD!:idered  ...... 

concurred  in      -         -         ...         . 

the  Committee  on  .Agriculture  instructed  to 
inquire  wliether  an  increase  of,  will  ben- 
efit agriculturists  ..... 

their  report  in  full     .         -         -         -         . 

.Mr.  Stewart  submitted  a  resolution  calling 
for  information  at  the  next  session  re- 
specting bonds  given  for         -         -         - 

amended  and  agreed  t^      - 


2.344 

2357 
2400 
2129 
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2035 
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2672 
2675 
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Page. 

Duties  on  Tonnage,  Ac,  Senate  bill  concerning 

discriminating  -  -  -  -  -  911 
bill  read  the  first  and  second  lime  -  -  912 
read  the  third  time,  and  parsed  -         -     912 

a  bill  to  revive  certain  sections  of  the  act  to 

collect,  reported  and  read  twice       -         -   1099 
ordered  to  the  third  reaJin?       -         .         -  2617 
read  the  third  time  and  passed  .         .         -  2631 
Mr.  Breck  submitted  a  resolution  res[>6cting 
any,  which   may  be    imposed    by  Ureal 

Britain 1789 

laid  on  the  table r<90 

modified,  agreed  to,  and  referred         -         -    1808 
report  laid  on  the  table       ....  2694 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  re- 
pealing a  certain  act  respecting       -  -   1870 

Duval),  Mareen,  a  bill  for  tho  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice        .....   1319 

ordered  to  the  third  rending        ...  2496 

read  the  third  time  and  pasi>ed  .         -  2500 

Duval,  William  P.     (See  Flurida.) 

Dwight,   Henry  W.,  of  Massachusetts,  attended     793 

speech  of,  on  the  resolution  for  sending  an 

Agent  to  Greece 1116 

Dwinell,  Justin,  of  rS'ew  York,  attended     -         -     793 

E. 

Earle,  William  Nicho!.-,  a  bill  for  tho  relief  of, 

reported  and  read  twice  -         -  -    1063 

ordered  l4)  the  third  reading        ...  2489 

read  the  third  time  and  passed  ...   2191 

Eaton,  Lewis,  of  New  York,  attpnd,?d       -         -     793 

Eaton,  William,  the  petition  of,  referred    -         -  2:i.i4 

the  committee  discharged  ...  2547 

Eddy,  Samuel,  of  Khude  I-Und,  attended  -     7'J3 

Educutioniil    I'urposes,   .Mr.    Kent    sul^mitted   a 

resolution  respecting  grants  of  land  for  -      831  i 
Edwards,   Ninian.   the    Speaker  communicated 
an    address  from,   in    rrlation   to  certain 
charges  againi^t  him,  with  notes  and  doc- 
uments ......  2431 

consiJered 2450 

referred  to  a  select  committee    -         -         .  2455 
a  report  made   .--...  2471 
concurred  in      -         -         ...         -  2179 
Mr.   For.*yth  submitted  a  resolution  to  in- 
form  the  President  of  the  investigation 
ordered  by  the  House     -  .  .  -   2159 

a  Me^-sage  from  Ine  President  in  reply  to  in- 
formation of  proceedings  in  the  case,  la:d 
on  the  table  ----.-  2180 
the  report  of  the  investigating  committee  in 

full         - 2713 

a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury  in  rtlation  to  -         -         .  25'J6.  27.?3 
a  debate  concerning,  arising  on   a  question 

of  adj./urnment 2G19 

Mr.   Livingston    subn*.illed    a   resolution   to 
allow  the  Conuiiittte  to  bit  alter  the  ad- 
journment     ..--..  2756 
agreed  to  -         -         .         .         .  .         .  2761 

a  debate  on  a  puMicatidU  of  Mr.  Randolph 

in  relation  to  the  action  of  the  committee  2766 
an  order  to  allow  witnei-ses  the  I'.sual  per 

diem  allowance      .....  2769 
the  report  of  the   investigating  committee 
after  the  adjiurnment     -         -         .         .  2770 


Edwards.  Ninian — continued.  Page. 

the  testimony  and   documents  accompany- 
ing the  report  -  -         .         -         . 
the  testimony  of  James  L.  Anthony   - 

of  John  8.  Barbour     .         .         -         - 

of 'i'homas  H.  Benton  ... 

of  Abraham  Bradley   .  -         -  - 

of  Overton  Carr  -         .         -         . 

of  Laugdon  (ybeve*    .... 

of  Daniel  P.  Cook       .... 

of  Ahbury  Dickins       .... 

of  Thomas  Dungan     .... 

of  Jeremiah  Elkius      .... 

ot  David  Eiiglisn         .         .         .         - 

of  James  Floyd  .         -         -         .         . 

of  John  For>yth  .... 

of  William  B.  Hodgson       .  -  . 

uf  Am  E.  Hough        .... 

of  Jonathan  Jenningb  ... 

of  Edward  Jones  .... 

of  Alexander  Kerr       .         .         -  - 

of  Daniel  Kurtz-         -         .         _         . 

of  Adelaide  Jiindsley  -  -  -  - 

of  John  Mason  -  -  .  .  . 

ot  S.  M.  M(  Kean        -  .         -  . 

oi*  James  McKcnna     .... 

of  Jacob  .Morgan  .... 

of  Jeremiah  Nelson     .... 

otn.  Newell 

of  Augustine  rVewton  ... 

of  James  Moblti - 

of  Eliza  Queen  -  -  - 

i/f  Henry   W.  Queen  - 

of  William  Khodes 

of  Thonuis  F.  Kiddick 

ot  J.  C  Kivio    -         -         . 

of  James  ^-jfidersDn    • 

ot  William  W.  Seaion 

of  Richard  Smith 

ot  'i'hoiiias  bwan 

of  George  Sweeny 

of  Jonah 'I'hoiiipson    - 

of  Peter  G.   VN  ushiii^ton     - 

of  C.  H.  W.  Wharton 
statements  W  .  .V.  Y.  Z,  - 
the  examinalioa  ol  .Mr.  Edwards  2807,  2824,  2824 

a  iist  of  the  departure  and  arrival  of  the 
mails  between  V\'ashington  and  Ed- 
wardsvitlu      .... 

a  letter  Irom  W.  H.  Crawford  to  Richard 
M.  Johnson  ...... 

a  list  of  mues  enclosed  in  a  lelfer  from  W. 
H.  Crawford  -.-... 

a  copy  of  letters  trom  W.  H.  Crawford, 
f.<ur:d  on  lie  files  of  the  Receiver's  Office 
at  Edwardsville     -  .  -  2S47.  2848.  2851 

a  copy  of  other  letters  from  the  name  -   2852 

a  copy  of  u  Utter  from  Benjamin  Stephen- 
son to  W.  H.  Crawlurd  ... 

flatement  Mo.  1.  of  the  Bank  of  Sleu- 
l)envillc 

statement  No.  2.  from  the  Bank  oi  Tom- 
bigbee  --..... 

extract  of  a  letter  from  George  F.  Slrother 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury     • 

copy  of  a  Utter  from  Thomas  Sioo  to  the 
Secretary  of  the 'i'reasury       ... 

copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War 
to  the  committee    -         .         .         .         . 


-  2773 

-  2802 

-  2836 

-  2836 

-  2810 

-  2790 

-  2805 

-  2829 

-  2795 
.  2792 

-  2831 

-  2792 

-  2773 

-  2803 

•  2844 

•  284  .'i 
.  2804 

-  2787 

-  2787 

-  2783 

-  2844 

-  282'» 

-  2793 

-  2782 

-  2780 

-  2845 

-  2795 

-  2781 

-  2824,  2828 

-  2813 

-  2846 

-  2783 

-  2796 

-  2847 

-  277H 

-  2802 
.  2790 

-  2790 

-  2842 

-  27N7 

-  2793,  2794 

-  2835 

-  2785 


-  2810 


2812 
2847 


2819 
2854 
28.'^.  1 
2855 


2  8.')  6 
2858 
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Edwards,  Ninian— continued.  pg„ 

copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Edwards  to  the 

Secretary  of  War 2858 

letu-r  from  Nathaniel  Fryc  to  the  Secretary 

ofy>^!ir  .         .  .         .         .        \  0^58 

iettter  from   Mr.  Edwards  to  the  Paymaster  * 
General  ......  2959 

copy  of  a  list  of  drafts  drawn  by  the  Trea- 

sury  on  the  Bank  of  Missouri  -         .  2859 

replication  of,  to  .Mr.  Crawford's  communi- 
cation to  the  committee  ...  286 1 
communications  of,  to  the  chairman  of  the  * 
committee     -         -         .  288^5,2906.2915 
Edwards,   Weldon    N.,  of  North  Carolina,  at- 
tended  --..... 

Edwardsville,  .  bill  to  define  the  boundary  line 
of,    and    Springfield,  reported    and    read 
twic«     --.... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  defining 
the  boundary  line  between,  and  Sangarao 
Elections,  the  Committee  of,  appointed     • 

said  committee  instructed  it  any  ofthe  mem- 
bers were  not  at  the  time  of  elections  in- 
habitants ofthe  Slate  where  elected 
report  made       ---.._ 
(See  Con  Idled  Ekctiuns.) 
Ellis,  William  Cox,  of  PennsyUania.  attended 
Engineer  Corp^,  the  Committee  on  .Military  Af. 
lairs  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  organi- 
zation, dec,  ofthe  -         .         -         . 
English  Turn,     (.^ee  Louisiana.) 
Eii„'rosi,ed    Bills,  a    resoluli^n   to  postpone  all, 
until  the  next  session     ...         1 
Esdava,  Don   Miguel,  Mr.  Owen  presented   the 
petition  of  Thomas  F.  Townlcy  in  behalf 
ol  hi.nsell  and  uiher  heirs  of,  referred 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of,  reported 
and  read         ....._ 

considered  ---... 

postponed  ....__ 

read  ihe  third  time,  and  passed  - 
Evans,  Edward,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of.  reported 
and  read  twice        -         -  -  .         . 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  th:rd  time,  and  passed  -         .         . 
Execution,  tbe  Committee  on    the  Ju  luiary  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expedieney  of 
altering  the  act  concerning  writs  of  -    1894 

F 

Fanning,  John  B.,  a  bill  for  the  reliefof  Edward 
Barnard,  administrator  of,   reported   and 
read  twice      .         -         -         .         .         .  2505 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -  2508 

Farrelly,  Patrick,  oi  I'ennsylvania,  attended      -     79;! 
remarks  of,  on  semling  an  agent  to  Greece   1155 
Farrow.    Nimrod  S.   bill    for  the  reliefof.  and 

liichard  Harris  .....  2699 
read  twice,  and  referred  ....  2700 
reported    -  .         -         -         .         .         -2710 

considered,  and  laid  on  the  table         -         .  2760  i 
Findlay,  John,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended  .     TJ:i  j 

Finances,  annual  report  in  full  on  the  state  of  I 

the 919  I 

Firman,  Ji)se|)h.  and  others,  a  bill  for  the  relief  I 

of,  reported  and  read  twice     ...  2194 
ordered  to  the  third  reading         -         -         .  25u5  ' 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -  2507  i 


794 


1460 
1471 


9S6 
798 


1662 
1733 

793 


890 


2765 


S67 

1126 
2194 
2195 
2542 

2505 
25:)9 
2510 


Page, 


1767 
2500 
2504 
2696 
2698 

2606 


-  2711 

2510 

2518 


-     798 


Fisher,  George,  a  bill  for  the  reliefof,  reported 

and  read  twice       -         .         .         .         . 

bill  ordered  to  the  third  reading  .  '. 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 

amendments  referred  -         .         .         . 

reported  and  agreed  to       ...         . 

Fi,her,  Herman,  a  bill  for  the  reliefof,  reported 

and  read  twice        -         -         -         T        . 

Fitch,  Pelatiah.  the  Secretary  of  State  requested 

to  report  at  next  session  upon  the  claim 

of-         -         .         .         ._ 

Five  Suters,  a  bill  to  authorize  a  register  for  the 
schooner,  reported  and  read  twice  - 
read  the  third  lime,  and  passed 

Florida,  a  letter  from  Samuel  R.  Overton  and 
Joseph  M.  White,  commissioners  on  lands 
in  West,  asking  extension  of  time,  read 
and  laid  on  the  table  -  .  .  . 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  instructed" 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  granting 
a  tract  of  land  to,  for  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment      

a  bill  providing  a  grant  of  land  for  that  pur. 

pose,  reported  and  read   twice 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
.Mr.  McLane  submitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing the  correspondence  with  Spain  in  re- 
lation to  the  Florida  Treaty    - 

agreed  to  -         

a    message  in  reply  laid  on  the  table 

the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  instructed 

to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  extend- 

ing  the  time  for  the  settlement  of  private 

land  claims  in.  East  and  West 

a    bill  for    the    settlement  of  private    land 

claims  in,  reported  and  read  twice  - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
amendments  received         -         -         -         . 
relerred     ---..., 

report  made 

concurred  in      -         ....         . 
the  Committee  on  Commerce  instructed  to 
inquire  concerning  the  exclusion  of  for- 
eign   and   the    protection    of   American 
wreckers  on  the  coast  of        -         -         . 
a  bill  concerning  wrecks  on  the  coast  of, 

reported  and  read  twice 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  lime,  and   passed 
a  bill  for  opening  certain  public  roads  in, 
reported  and  read  .... 

considered  •-.... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading         ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         - 
a  copy  of  certain  acts  of  the  Legi.Mature  of, 
referred  -■--.. 

a  letter  Irom  William  P.  Duvail,  Governor 
of,  with  copies  of  certain  acts  of,  laid  on 
the  table  ----.. 

a  bill  granting  donations  of  land  to  certain 

actual  settlers  in,  reported  and  read  twice  1319 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  .  .2631 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  2648 
a  bill  to  amend  the  act  for  the  establishment 
of  a  Territorial  government  in,  reported 
and  read  twice  .....  1702 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  .  .  2665 
amended  -         .         -         .         .         .         .  2669 
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Florida — continued. 

bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 

amendments  received         .         -         - 

concurred  in     - 

Mr.  Call  presented  a  petition  from  the  in- 
habitants of  East,  in  relation  to  a  right 
claimed  bj  Indians  to  certain  negroes, 
referred 1756 

the  committee  discharged,  and  the  petition 
referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War     -         -   1792 

Mr.  Rankin  submitted  a  resolution  calling 
for  information  in  regard  to  the  compen- 
sation of  the  commissioners  to  examine 
land  titles  in 1788 

agreed  to-         -         -         -         -         -         -   1793 

a  message  in  reply  laid  on    the  table         •   11^61 

a  message  transmitting  certain  documents 
from  Alexander  Hamilton  in  relation  to 
lands  rn  East,  referred    ....  2646 

a  report  made  ---.,.-  2760 
Floyd,  John,  of  Virginia,  attended     ...     866 

remarks  of,  on  the  Taritl' bill      .         .         -  1897 

remarks  of,  on  the  case  of  .N'inian  Edwards  2451. 

2476 

on  a  motion  to  exclude  him   from   serving 
on  the  committee  in  the  above  case         -  2459 
Foote,  Charles  A.,  of  \ew  York,  attended         .     793 
Foot.  Samuel  A.,  of  Connecticut,  attended        -     7y3 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  surveys  of  roads 

and  canals     ......   1463 

remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill     ...   1493 

speech  of,  on  the  same       •         -         -         >  2296 
Forbes,  John.     (Hee  McAlUffer,Jo/tn.) 
Foreign  AlVairs,  the  Committee  on,  appointed  -     799 

so  much  of  the  President's  Message  as  re- 
lates to,  referred  to  the  above  committee     799 

Foreigners,  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
prohibiting  by   law  the   employment  of, 
in  the  public  offices         ....   1757 
Forman,  J?obert  S.,  a  bill   for  the   relief  of,  re- 
ported and  read  twice    -         -         -         -   1126 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2494 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .         -   2495 

Forrest,  Joseph,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of       -  2696 
read  twice,  and  referred     ....  2697 
reported  without  amendments    -         -         .  2759 
Forsyth,  John,  of  Georgia,  attended  -         -     794 

a  report  from  the  Committee  of  Elections  in 

relation  to 1733 

remarks  of,  on   the  address  of  Ninian  Ed- 
wards   ....  24.54,  2472,  2476 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  for  adjourn- 

noent 2660,2663 

the  testimony  of,  in  the  case  of  Niniau  Ed- 
wards    2-03 

Fortifications,  a  bill   making  appropriations  for 

certain,  reported,  and  read  twice     -         -   1291 

debated 2455,  2460 

ordered  ti  the  third  reading       -         -         -  2463 

read  the  third  lime 2466 

passed -4^9 

a  message   and  report  in  reply  to  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  last  session  in  relation  to  the 
number  &.c.  of  the,  laid  on  the  table       -   1739 
Mr.  Feot  submitted  a  resolution  calling  for 
a  detailed    report  at  the   next  session  re- 
specting        ......  2495 

laid  on  the  taMe 2C>1{) 


'  Fortifications — continued.  Page. 

resolution  considered ;  again  laid  on  table  •  250J 
Mr.    Cocke  submitted  a  resolution  calling 
for  a  detailed  report  at  the  next  session  in 
relation  to  the  contemplated  -         -         .  2.'i47 
adopted    ----...  2551 
Fort  Ciriswold,  the   committee  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  completing   1857 
Fort  St.  Philip.     {See  Koad.) 
Fort  Washington,  the  committee  instructed  to 

inquire  into  the  expediency  of  enlarging  2491 
a  report  in  relation  to  the  purchase  of  addi- 
tional ground  fur,  hid  on  the  table 

Fountain,  Uarrett,  an   adverse  report  made  on 

the  petition  i»f       -         -         -         .         - 

rejected,  and   the  committee  instructed  to 

bring  in  a  bill  tor  the  relief  of         •  - 

a  bill  reported,  and  reid     -  -  .         - 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Forward,  Walter,  of  Pfniisylvania,  attended     - 

remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill      -         -  1677,  1743 
Franking  Privilege,  Mr.  Brent  submitted  a  res* 
olution  respecting  the  extension  of  the, 
adopted  ...... 

French  Spoliations,  Mr.  Hemphill  submitted  ti 
resolution   calling  for  information  in  re- 
lation to         -         -         •         -         .         . 
message  in  reply,  laid  on  the  table 
referred    .--.-.. 
Mr.   Hemphii!   presented   the   memorial  of 


2694 

84» 

89? 
911 
959 

9»8 
793 


1789 


812 
1371 
1399 


sundry   Insurance   Companies  of    Phila- 


848 


delphia  respecting 
Mr.  Crowninshield  presented  a  similar  one 

from  Massachusetts  ....  giifC 
.Mr.  McKim  pre.tented  one  from  Baltimore  8S9 
.Mr.  .Mercer  presented  one  from  .\lexandria, 

referred 831 

Mr.    Burleigh  firesented  one  from  Kenne- 

bunk,  referred         -        '-         -         -         -    1756 

a  report  made 1906,2701 

Mr.  Longleiluw  submitted  a  resolution  call- 
ing for  the  correspondence  on  the  subject  of  2131 

agreed  to 2457 

nietuage  in  reply  .....  2758 
a  report  on  the  subject  of,  in  full  -  -  2701 
considered  ......  2759 

agreed  to 2759 

Friends,    Mr.  Long  prceented  the  memorial  of 
the   Society   of,  in   New  Garden,   North 
Carolina,  in    relation   to   slavery    in    the 
District  of  Columbii,  referred         -         -     810 
the  coaiiiiittee  discharged  and  the  memorial 

laid  on  the  table 15KC 

Frontier  Defence,  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs directed  to  report  at  the  next  session 
a  plan  for       -         -         -         -         .         .  2506 
Frost,  Joel,  of  .New  York,  attended  -  -  -      793 

Fuller,  Tiinotliy,  of  .Massichunetts,  attended     -     793 
remarks  ut,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  .Mrs. 

Perry 965 

on  the  res^'lution  fur  sending  an  Agent  to 

Greece 1 197 

on  the  Tariff  bill 1705 

speech  of,  on  the  Massacbusctls  contested 

election           -         -         -         -         -         .  1809 
re.narksof.  on  Address  of  Ninian  Edwards  -   2477 
tiie  correction  of  an  error  in  a  report  of  bit 
remark",  (note) 24^8 


Ixxxi: 


INDEX. 


xc 


Hottse  Proceedings  and  Debates. 


Page. 

17.56 
1429 


Fulton,  Robert.  Mr.  Van  Rensselaer  presented 

the  petition  of  Charles  A.  Dale  in  behalf 

of  the  heirs  of.  referred    .... 

Fry  and  Spalding,  a  memorial  and  documents  in 

relation  to,  referred  .... 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of,  reported 

.ind  read  twice  .....  2152 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  -  -  2504 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •         •         .  2506 

G. 

Gaillard,  John,  a  message  from  the  Senate  in- 
forming the  House  of  the  election  of,  as 
President  pro  tempore  of  the  Senate        .  2662 
Gamble,  John  .M.,  .Mr.  Holcombe  presented  tho 
memorial  of,  praying  an  allowance  of  cer- 
tain prize  money,  referred       -         -         -  1954 
Garnett,  Robert  S.,  of  Virginia,  attended  -         -     794 
remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill       -         -  1513,  1615 
speech  of.  on  the  same       ...  1682,2082 
Garrison,  Daniel,  of  New  Jersey,  attended         •     793 
Gatlin,  .Alfred  M.,  of  North  Carolina,  attended  -     794 
Gaulrais.  Don   Harpin  de  la,  Senate  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  heirs  of,  read  twice  and  re- 
ferred     1905 

Gaziay,  James  \V.,  of  Ohio,  attended         •       ,  -     794 
remarks  of.  on  the  New  York  contested  elec- 
tion         950 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  surveys  of  roads 
and  canals     ......  1414 

''General  Jackson,"  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
Francis  G.  Macy  and  others,  with  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  the  owners  of  the  ship,  read 

twice 1064 

ordered  to  the  third  reading         -         •         -2489 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •         -         -  2193 

General  Land  Office,  Mr.  Rankin  submitted  a 
resolution  in   relation  to  additional  clerks 

for  the 887 

considered  and  laid  on  the  table         -         -     892 
u  communication  from  the  Commissioner  of  j 

the,  asking  an  additional  number  of  clerks,  | 

referred 1320 

Senate  bill  to  authorize  the  employment  of 

assistants  in  the     .....   1766 
read  and  referred        .....   1769 
reported  without  amendment      ...  1793 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed    ...   1808 
General  Post  Ollice.     (Sfce  I'wit  Ujjlce  Depart- 
ment.) 
Georgia,  a  .Message  enclosing  a  document  relat- 
ing  to  tho  compact  between  the   United 
States  and.  referred  to  a  select  committee 
a  report  made  in  full  .... 

referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
Mr.  Cobb  presented  a  memorial  respecting 
the  extinguishment  of  the  Creek  title  to 
lands  in,  rfiexred    -  .         -         -         . 

a  bill  for  the  extinguishment  of  said  title 
reported  and  read  twice  -         -         -         . 
Mr.  For»yth  prest*nled  a  rer^oluiion  oi  the 
State  ot.  in  relation  to  the  boundary  line 
between  said  State  and  .\labama,  retsrred  2212 

Georgia  Militi.i  Claims,  a  memorial  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  Georgia  in  relation  to.  referred  •     802 
adverse  rejiurt  made  ....         -   1232 
a  motion  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  payment 
of,  objected  to 1470 


1961 
2348 
2357 


2151 
2152 


Page. 

Giffin,  David,  and   Samuel  Hoag.  a  bill  for  the 

relief  of,  reported  ami  read  twice    -         -     958 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        •         -         -  2488 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         .  2491 

Gist,  Joseph,  of  Sooth  Carolina,  attended  -     791 

Gold,  Silver,  dec,  Senate   bill   to  regulate   the 

transportation  of,  and  for  other  purposes  1765 
read  twice,  and  referred     ....   1759 
reported  without  amendment     -         .         .  2334 
Goldsmith,  Morris,  a  bill   iot  the  relief  of,  and 
Anthony    Roderick,    reported    and    read 
twice    ---.-.. 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Gollcher,  John,  the    Committee   of  Claims  in- 
structed to  inquire  respecting  compensa- 
tion for  certain  losse.s     -         -         .         . 
Goods,    Wares,   &c.,  the    Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  oi  allowing  all    imported,   to 
be  secured  in  warehouses  withoutpayment 
Goven,  Andrew  R.,  of  South  Carolina,  attended 
remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill     - 
speech  of,  on  the  same       -         .         .         . 
Gove,  George   R.  R.,  a  bill  for  the   relief  of,  re- 
ported and  read  twice    -         -         .         . 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         . 
Government,   a   bill   making  partial   appropria- 
tions   for    the   support  of,  reported   and 
read  twice     ----.. 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         - 
amendments  received  and  concurred  in 
a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support 
of,  for  the  year   1824,  reported   and  read 

twice 1163 

debated      .      1762,  1763,  1766,  1770,  1777,  1790 


1873 
2504 
260(i 


-  1461 


832 

797 
1678 
2318 

986 
2489 
2491 


1000 
1001 
1043 


read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
amendments  received         -         .         .         . 

debated 1945, 

agreement   to  some,  and  disagreement  to 
others 
Grace,  William,  the  committee  instructed  to  in 
quire  into  the  expediency  of  compensat 
ing  for  certain  losses 
Gracie,    Archibald,  the   Speaker  presented  the 

memorial  of.  laid  on  the  table 
Gratiot,  Colonel  Charles,  .Mr.  Scott  presented  the 

petition  of 

referred     ....... 

Gray,  William  F.,  po.stmaster  at  Fredericks- 
burg, the  Committee  on  Post  Offices 
and  Post  Roads  instructed  to  inquire  con- 
cerning additional  compensation  for 

Greece.  Mr.  Webster  submitted  a  resolution  for 
sending  an  Agent  to      -         -         .         . 

laid  on  the  table         -         .        .         .         . 

considered  -      1C84,  1104,  1127,  1145,  1 165. 

1181,  1204 

.Mr.  Williams  submitted  a  resolution  call- 
ing for  certain  information  in  relation  to 
the  Greeks 

modified  and  agreed  to       -         -         . 

a  message  and  documents  in  reply,  laid  on 
the  table 

Mr.  Breck  submitted  a  resolution  calling 
for  information  respecting  commerce  with 
Asia  .Minor.  Egypt,  and         ...     949 
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Greece— continued.  ^ 

resolution  considered         •         -         . 

amended  and  agreed  to      -         .  . 

report  in  reply,  laid  on  the  table 

Mr.  Morgan  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
citizen*  of  New  York  in  relation  to,  laid 
on  the  table 

a  resolution  from  South  Carolina  respect- 
ing the  independence  of,  luid  on  the 
table 

Mr.  Webster  presented  a  memorial  from 
the  citizens  of  Boston  praying  aid  to, 
laid  on  the  table 

a  similar  one  from  Washington  Cily 
Gregory,  Francis  H^  Senate  bill  for  rewarding 
the  officers  and  crew  under    ... 

read  twice,  and  referred     -         .         -         . 

reported  without  amendment     - 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -         -         . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Guichot,  Malurin,  a   bill  for  the  relief  of,  report- 
ed and  read  twice  .... 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Gurley,  Henry  H.,  of  Louisiana,  attended 

remarks  of,  on   a  bill  for  opening  certain 

roads  in  Florida  ....  907  92S 
on  the  Tariff  bill  -  .  _  .  .'1543 
Gwynn,  Charles,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of, 
read  twice  and  referred  -  -  .  . 
reported  without  amendment  -  .  - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         . 

H. 

Hall,  William,  a   bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice        -         •         .         .         . 

Hail,  Thomas  H.,  of  North  Carolina,   attended 

remarks  of,  on  the  Massachusetu  contested 

election  ----.. 

Hamilton,  Alexander,  sundry  documents  from, 
in  relation    to  land  titles  in    Florida,  re- 
ferred    -----.. 

the  committee  discharged  -         -         .         . 
again  referred    ...... 

report  made        --.... 

Hamilton,  James,  of  South  Cirolina.  attended  - 
speech  of,  0/1  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mis. 

Perry     .--         ..•- 
remarks  of,  on  the  same     -         .         .         . 
remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill     -         -  1484,  H^g, 

1514,  1518,  1540,  1749 
speech  of,  on  the  same       -         -         .         . 
remarks  of,  in  reply  to  Mr,  Tod's  speech  on 

the  Tariff      -         -         .         .         . 
remarks  of,  on  the  adjournment 
Harper's   Ferry,    Mr.  Mercer  submitted   a  reso- 
lution respecting  a  bridge  across  the  She- 
nandoah near,  agreed  to  -         .         . 
Harlin,  George,  a   bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 
and  read  twice        -         .         .  .         _ 
Mr.  Moore  submitted  a  resolution  calling  for 
information  respecting  an  error  in  the  lo- 
cation of  land  reserved  to        -          .         . 
agreed  to-         .. 

a  report  from  the  SecreUry  of  War  in' reply  7m 
Harris,  Richard.     (See  Farrow,  Mmrod.) 
Harris,  Robert,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended  -      793 

Harvey,  Matthew,  of  New  Hampshire,  attended     793 
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1873 
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Hawkins,  Mary  H.,  a  bill  for   the  relief  of,  re- 
ported and  read  twice     -         -         -         . 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         -         . 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         . 
Hayden,  Moses,  of  New  York,  attended   - 

remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill     . 
Hayward,  William,  of  Maryland,  attended 
Heard,  Stephen.     (See  DunneUon,  John.) 
Heaton,  Orange,  an   adverse  report  on  the  peti. 
tion  of,  and  Josiab  Hubbard,  concurred  in 
Hemphill,  Joseph,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended     - 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill   for  making  a  road 

from  Memphis  to  Little  Rock 
speech  of,  on  tcie  bill  for  the  survey  of  roads 
and  canals     -•-... 
Henderson,   Major,  Mr.  Forsyth   presented  the 
petition    of,    praying    compensation    for 
losses  in  the  Seminole  war,  referred 
Henley,   Arthur  H.  a  bill   for  the   relief  of,  re- 
ported and  read  twice     •         -         .         . 
ordered  to  the  third  reading         .         .         . 
read  the  third  lime,  and  passed  .         .         . 
Henry,  Robert  P.,  of  Kentucky,  attended  - 

remarks  of,   on  the  employment  of  troops 

,on  the  Florida  roads       -         -         .  . 

remarks  of.  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mrs. 

Perry . 

remarks  of.  on  the  Tariff  bill 
speech  of,  on  the  bili  for  improving  the  nav- 
igation of  the  (Jhioand  Mississippi  rivers 
remarks  on  the  same  -         -         -         . 

Herkimer,  John,  of  New  York,  attended  - 
Hcrrick,  Ebenezer,  of  Maine,  attended 
Hewes,  Thomas,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the 
relief  of         -         ....  . 

read  twice,  and  referred      -         .         .         . 
reported  without  amendment     - 
Hill,  Colonel  Rees,  the  Committee  of  Claims  in- 
structed respecting  compensation  to 
flinds,  Thomas,  S.    (See  Syrnmea,  John  Clevet.) 
Hines,  Henry,  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Pensions  instructed  to  place  the  name  of, 

on  the  roll 

Hoag,  Sarnucl.     (See  Giffin,  David.) 
Hobart,  Aaron,  of  Mastsachusetts,  attended 
Hobart,   Peter   H.,  Senate  bill    lor  the  relief  of 
Lewis  Judson  and,  read   twice,  and  re- 
ferred   ----... 
a  report  made    -•--.. 
the  bill  read  the  third  time,  and  laid  on  the 
table 

Hogan,  John  U.,  a  bill  to  repeal  the  act  for  the 
relief  of,  reported  and  read  twice     - 

considered  -         -         -         .  1870 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
HogeiK)om,  James  L.,  of  New   York,  attended 

remarks  of,  ..n  the  Tariff  bill      -  1659, 

on  the  appropriation  bill     -  -  .  .' 

Holcombe,  George,  of  New  York,  attended 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  (or  the  surveys  of  roads 
and  canals     --..'.. 
speech  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill 
Holiday,  John,  .Mr.  Sandford  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion calling    for  information    concerning 
ihe  claim  of  - 
laid  on  the  table         ... 


Page. 

1768 
2500 
Si04 

1793 

1694 

793 


836 
793 

918 

990 

829 

1099 
2490 
2493 

791 

930 

971 
1522 

2678 

2687 

8U3 

793 

2345 
2396 
2430 

1662 


81»5 

793 

1504 

1913 

2509 

1857 
1914 
1915 
1959 
7'J3 
1661 
1781 

793 

1013 
2U81 


'J87 
1001 


ZCIll 


INDEX. 


XCIV 


Hume  Proceedings  and  Debates. 


Holiday,  John — continued.  Page* 

a  bill  (or  the  relief  of,  reported   and    read 

twice 1503 

ordered  to  ihe  third  reading         ...  2498 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -  2500 

Hook,  Josiah,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  -         -     966 

report  made 1126 

the  bill  ordered  to  the  third  reading    .         .  2505 
considered  ----..  26((2 

pa«»ed 2603 

Hooks,  Charles,  of  North  Carolina,  attended      -     794 
Houssaye,  Louis  de  la,  Mr.  Brent  presented  the 

petition  of  the  heirs  of.  referred       -         -     803 
Houston.  Samuel,  of  Tennessee,  attended         •     794 
remarks  of.  on  the  rcsjlutioa  for  sending  an 
agent  to  (jreecc      -         -         .         .         .   116O 
Howland,  John   H..  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  2622 
read  twice,  and  referred      •         -         .         .  26.30 
rejtorted  wiihoul  amendment      -         .         -  2666 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         .2713 

Hubbard,  Josiah.     (Se^y/f a/0/1.  Orange.) 
Huff,  Aaron,  Mr.  Wirkliffc  nubmitted  a  resolu- 
tion respecting  the  heirs  of,  read  and  dis- 
agreed to        .         -         ...         .  2268 

Huffman.  Benjamin,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  re- 
ported and  read  twice     -         -         .         . 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -      '  • 

Hull,  Oliver,  and  others,  cultivators  of  the  castor 
bean.  .Mr.  Condict  presented  the  petition 
of,  referred     ...... 

Humphrey,  Charles,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  re- 
ported and  read  twice     .... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 

read  the  third  tunc,  and  passed 

Hydrometer,  a   bill   to  authorize  the   adoption  of 

a  new,  to  prove  liquors,  rt'{>orted  and  read 

twice -        . 

I. 

Iberville   River,  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency   of   removing    an    obstruction    in 
the,  placed  there  during  the  late  war 
a  report  made    ..---. 
Illinois,  a  bill  to  alter  the  time  of  holding  the 
district  court  in,  reported    and  read  twice 
read   the   third  time,  and  passed 
the  Committee  on  Public  J..ands  int^lructed 
to   inquire   iiito  the  expediency  of  better 
defining  the  boundaries  o{  Edwardsville 
and  Sangaino  in    - 
the  Committee  instructed  to  inquire  what 
provision  is  necessary  to  enable  claimants 
to  lands    in,  to  try  the  validity  of  their 
claims    -.----. 
Illinois  Grant.     (See  Indiana.) 
Importations  by  Natives  and  Aliens,  Mr.   Trim- 
ble submitted  a  resolution  calling  for  a  re- 
port at  the  next. session  in  relation  to 
agreed  to- 
Imprisonment  for  Debt,  the   Committee   on    the 
Judiciary  instructed   to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  amending  the  laws  so  as  to 
abolish  .-..--- 
S«-n8te  bill  to  abolish  .         .         .         - 

read  twice,  and  referred     -         .         .         - 
reported  without  amendment     -         -         - 
Index,  the  Clerk  dirtc  t«d  to  prepare   an,  to  cer- 
tain volumes  ol  printed  documents 
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Index — continued.  Page. 

a  resolution  to  allow  compensation  for  pre- 
paring the  said 2551 

the  Clerk  directed  to  prepare  an,  to  the 
latestedilionof  the  Laws  -  -  .  2623 
Indiana,  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
a  further  extinguishment  of  Indian  title 
to  lands  in g02 

a  petition  of  the  Legislature  of,  respecting 
the  United  States  courts,  referred  .         -     804 

the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  instructed 

to  make  inquiries  respecting  unsold  lands     827 

the  same  committee  instructed  to  inquire  re- 
specting the  "  Illinois  Grant  "in     -         •  1586 

Mr.  'i'est  presented  \  memorial  of  the  Le- 
gislature of,  respecting  relief  to  purchasers 
of  lands,  reitrrtd 1618 

the  committee  discharged  ....   I8O8 

.Mr.  Prince  presented  a  resolution  of  the  Le- 
gislature of,  in  relation  to  the  taxation  of 
lands  in,  referred 1619 

Mr.  Johnson  presented  a  resolution  adopted 
by,  approbatory  o^the  Message  of  the 
President  respecting  foreign  relations,  laid 

on  the  table 1619 

(See  Cunah.) 
Indianapolis.     (See  Land  Offices.) 
Indian  Affairs,  the  Committee  on,  appointed      •     799 
Indian  Department,  a  report   from   the   Second 
Auditor  respecting  disbursements  in  the, 
referred 1619 

Indians,  so  much  of  the  President's  Message  as 
relates  to  the,  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs  -         .         .         .         .     gQO 
the  committee   instructed  respecting  three 

agencies  west  of  the  Mississippi       -  .     828 

a  bill  to  establish  two  agencies,  reported  and 

read  twice 1099 

debated -         .  1320 

recommitted      .-.-..  1503 
reported  with  amendments         ...  2171 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         >         -  2213 
a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  War 
with  a  list  of  licenses  granted  to   traders 

with  the 829 

the  committee  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  repealing  the  act  for  the 
civilization  of  the  frontier        ...     940 
a  report  made,  read,  and  laid  on  the  table  -    1878 
the  committee  instructed  respecting  the  pur- 
chase  of  lands  by  the    President  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  Indians         -         -   1164 
Mr.  Van  Buren  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Board  of  .Mi^^sions  respecting  the  civiliza- 
tion of  the.  referred         ....   1732 
a    communication    frdm  the    Secretary    of 
War   with   a   statement  of  expenditures 
for  the  civilization  of  the,  laid  on  the  table   1203 
the  committee  directed    to  make   inquiries 
respecting  the  execution  of  the  act  to  abol- 
ish trading-houses  with  the     .         .         -   1914 
a  report  made  and  laid  on  the  table  -         -  2710 
Senate  bill  to  enable  the    President  to  hold 

treaties  with  the 2665 

read  twice,  and  referred     -         .         -  -   2675 

reported  without  amendment  -  --  -  2681 
ordered  to  the  thud  reading  .  -  -  2701 
read  ihe  third  lime,  and  passed  -         -         -  269G 


( 
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Indians — continued.  Paire. 

a  bill  making  appropriations  lo  carry  into 

t fleet  certain   irt^its  with   the,  reported 

and  read  twice         -         -         -         .         _  2694 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  26I15 

read  the  third  lime,  and  passed         -         .  26K6 

cgham,  Samuel  D.,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended     793 

remarks  of,  on  the  Tantl"  1614,  1695,  1698,  1743 

,         ,  1747 
iDgraham,  Henry,  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs instructed  to  rep<,rl  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of    

nvalid  Pensioners.     (See  Pensioners.) 
Iron,  memorials  praying  additional  duty  on,  pre- 
sented and  referred         -         -         -  931, 
Lacks,  Jacob  C,  of  Teiinesaee,  attended 
remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill     - 


1^9l 


11JS3 
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866 

932 
2181 
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Jackson,  Archibald,  the  committee  to  put,  again 

on  the  pension  list  .... 

Jackson  Courthouse.     (See  Pre-empiion.     See 

also  Si.  Helena.) 
Jackson,  Peter  L.,  Mr.   Cobb  presented  the  peti- 
tion  of,  referred    %        -         -         .         . 
James,  Mary,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported  and 
read  twice     ---... 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Jenkins,  John,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 
and  read  twice       -         -         .         .         . 
recommitted      --.... 
a  report  made  recommending  the  indefinite 
postponement  of  the  bill.  Idid  on  the  table  1 100 
Jenkins,  Lemuel,  of  Sew  York,  attended  .     7'J3 

Jenks,  Stephen,  and  Sons,  a  bill  for  the  relief 

of,  reported  and  read  twice     -         .         -  25S6 
Jennings,  Jonathan,  of  Indiana,  attended  . 

the  testimony  of,  in  case  of  Niniaii  Edwards 
Jonathan,  Francis,  of  Kentucky,  attended 
Johnson,  James,  Senate   bill   for   the   relief  of, 
read  twice  and  referred  -         .         . 

reported  without  amendments   - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passetl 
Johnson,  John  T.,  of  Kentucky,  attended 

speech  of,  on  the  Massachusetts  contested 
election  ..... 

Johnson,  Joseph,  of  Virginia,  attended     - 
Jones,  .Nathaniel,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  report- 
ed and  read  twice  -         -         -         .         . 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Journals  of  Congress,   Senate  joint   resolution 

for  the  purchase  of  certain  copies  of  the  2631 
read  twice,  and  referred    -         -         .         . 
reported  with  amendments         ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Judges.     (8ee  District  Judi^e.'i.) 
Judiciary,  the  Committee  on  the,  appointed 

Mr.  Owen  submitted  a  resolution  to  extend 

the  circuit  court  of  .•\labama 

amended  so  as  to  include  all  the  States  where 

no  circuits  are  now  held,  and  agreed  to  - 

the  committee  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 

expediency  of  amending  the  3Uth  section 

ot  the  act  to  amend  the  ... 

Mr.  Wicklirte  submitted  a  resolution  respcct- 

uig  the  repeal  oi  the  2oih  section  of  the 

act  to  establish  judicial  courts         -         .915 
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Judiciary — continued, 
resolution  agreed  to 

a  report  that  the  repeal  is  not  e.'jpedient, 
laid  on  the  table     --...' 

a  bill  better  to  provide  for  taking  evidence 
in  the  United  States  Courts  reported  and 
read  twice      ---... 

the  committee  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  designating  jurors  to  serve 
in  Lnited  States  Courts,  in  conformity 
to  the  mode  adopted  in  the  State  courts   1520 

the  Speaker  presented  a  petition  of  sundrv 
lawyers  in  Kentucky,  praying  a  reorgani'- 
zation  of  the,  referred      .... 

a  bdl  further  to  amend  the,  reported  - 

read  twice 

considered  ....,_ 

the  committee  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  incresMng  the  per  diem 
allowance  to  jurors         .... 

the  committee  instructed  to  inquire  respect- 
ing accommodations  for  the  Lnited  Slates 
courts  in  the  several  States     - 

Judson,  Lewis.     (See  Hobart,  Peter  If.) 

Jurors.      (See  Judiciary.) 

K. 

Kelly,  Kanson.  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 
twice  and   referred          .... 
reported  without  amendment     . 
ordered  to  ihe  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and    passed 
Kendall,  W  liliam.  a  bill  fur  the  relief  of,  report- 
ed and  read  twice           .... 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Keniiebunk.     (See  French  Spoliations.) 
Kennon,    Beverly,   Lieutenant,  Mr.   Alexander 
submitted  a  resolution    calling    for   pro- 
ceedings of  a  court-martial  on 
agreed  to  

a  message  in    reply,  laid  on  the  table 
Kent.  Joseph,  ol  Maryland,  attended 
Kentucky,  the  Committee  on   the   Judiciary  in- 
structed to  inquire  respecting  a  judicial 
district  in       .....         . 

a  bill  to  divide  the  district  of,  into  two  juJj. 
cial  districts,  reported  and  read  twice 

Mr.  Letcher  presented  a  remonstrance  of, 
against  a  de.  ision  oi  the  Supreme  Court 
in  relation  to  the  Occupying  Claimant 
Laws     ----... 

considered  -         .         .         .  2514 

Senate  bill  to  change  the  terms  of  the  dis- 
trict court  of,  read  twice  and  referred      - 

reported  without  amendment     . 

read  the  third  tune,  and  pa.^sed  - 

Senate  bill  to  change  the  terms  of  the  courts 
in  Ohio  and,  read  twice  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment      . 

read  the  third  nine,   and   pas.sed 

Mr.  Moore  presented  a  petition  from  the 
trustees  of  an  institution  fur  the  deaf  and 
dumb  in,  prayiii:,'  aid,  referred 

a  bill  for  the  benelit  of  said  lustituiiun,  re- 
ported and  read  twice     -         .         .         .  •.»5ltj 

the  report  lu  full 3542 

Kidder,  David,  of  .Ma.nc,  attended     .         .         -     7  93 
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King,  Benjamin,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 
and  read  twice        .         .         .         f 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       '.         '. 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .         ^ 

King,    U  illiam    a  bill  for  the  relief  of.  reported 

and  read  twice       ... 
Kingry,    Joseph,    the    Committee   on   Pensions" 
iiistructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
ol  placing,  on  ihe  pension  list         . 
Kremtr,   Ueorge.  of  Pennsylvania,  attended     - 
rerrarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mrs 
r'erry    -  .  .  .  _ 

on  the  Appropriation  bill  -         178I     1783" 
on  the  Address  of  Mnian  Edwards  '  . 
Kreymborg  dc   Hagedom,    qu.U  manufacturers, 
Mr.  Breck  presented  the  petition  of,  re- 
ferred   ... 
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Land  Office.-— continued. 


17  69 
1774 
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Laducier,  Je.in  B.ptiste.  (See  Mi^otte.Jueoues.) 
Lafayete.Mr.    Mitchell  submitted  a  joint  reso- 
uiion  in  relation  to  the  intended  vuil  of 
laid  on  the  table     -         ...         J 
referred     -         .         .         .         . 
reported  with  amendments         .         .         [ 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read   the    thir.l  time,  and  pawed         .         ' 
amendments  received         ... 
concurred  in      -         .         .         .         _         ' 
Lake  Erie,  Mr.  Whittlesey  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion resjiecting  the  survey  of  the  south 
shore  of,  laid  on  the  table 
Jiambert,  William.     (See  Capitol.) 
Land  Claims,  Mr.  Owen  submitted  a  resolution 
for  appointing  a  committee  on   French 
British,  and  Spanish      •         -         .         1 
laid  on  the  table         -         .         .         .         ] 
Mr.  Ov^en  submitted  a  resolution  to  appoint 
a  commi.-sioiier  to  adjust         ... 
amended  .... 
debuted      --.-,. 
Uid  on  the  table         -         .         .         .         . 
Mr.  Scott  submitted  a  resolution  calling  for 

records  ot,  <Stc 

agreed  to.         ....,_ 

"p'y .*      ' 

Land  Offices,  a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act 
for  the  correction  of  errors  m  entries  at. 
re|K)rted  and  read  -         .         .         .         . 

considered         ---... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 

recommitted      ---... 

reported  with  amendments         ... 

coQMdered  -•.... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         . 

amendments  received  and  concurred  in 

Mr.  Kankin  submitted  n  resolution  calling 
for  a  iiat  of  defaulters  in  the  - 

agreed  to 

the  committee  instructed  respecting  the  es- 
tablishment of  one,  near  the  proposed 
canal  to  connect  Lake  Michigan  with  the 
Illinois  river  -..-.. 

the  committee  directed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  establishing  one,  at  Indian- 
apolis   --.-.,. 

Mr.  Cocke  submitted  a  resolution  calling  for 

a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  register  oi  the 

oflice  111  Louisiana  ....    jgyy 

a?reed  to j.j.>y 
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a   bill   to  establish 'additional,  in   Missouri, ^"°'' 
reported  and  read   twice  -  \-ka 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .         .         .'  2694 

Mr.  Kank.n  submitted  a  resolution  calling 
for  information  at  the  next  ses.sion  in  re- 
lation to  the  number  of - 

agreed  to  ....         _ 

Lands,  Mr.  0«en  submitted  a  resolution  calling 
for  a  statement  of  the  amount,  dec,  of  the 
two  per  cent   and  three  per  cent,  funds 
out  of  sales  of.  in  W  estern  and  Southern 
States    ..... 

agreed  to  -         -         .         .         . 
three  statements  in  reply,  laid  on  the  t'able  '  23^8 
a  bill  to  provide  for  the  sale  of,  conveyed  to 
the   Lnited    States   in    certain  cases,   re- 
ported and  read  twice    .... 

laid  on  the  table        .         .         .         .         ^ 

recommitted       .         .         .         .         _ 

reported  without  amendment     -         -         \ 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         .         . 
Mr.  Stewart  submitted  a  resolution  to  appro- 
priate the  proceeds  from  the  sale  of,  to  in- 
ternal improvement        .... 

Mr.  Strong  submitted  a  similar  resolution, 
laid  on  the  table     ..... 

a  bill  author.zmg  the  repayment  of,  errone- 
ously sold  by  the  Lnited  States,  reported 
and  read  twice        -         •         -         .         . 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ... 
post{>oned  until  the  next  session 
the  committee  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  allowing  actual  settlers  on, 
further  time  for  payment         ... 
Mr.  Saridford  submiit'ed  a  resolution  respect- 
ing certain  benefits  to  actual  settlers,  ne- 
gatived ...... 

Mr.  Owen  submitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing the  privilege  of  settlers  to  gather  their 
crops,  agreed  to      .         -         .         .         . 
Mr.  Cook  submitted  a  resolution  in  relation 
to  laying  and  collecting  taxes  on,  read 
twice  and  laid  on  the  table     - 
(See  Real  Estate.— Hee  Pre-emption.) 
Langiey.  Hezekiah,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of, 
and  Benjamin  M.  Belt   .... 

read  twice,  and  referred     .... 

a  report  made    ---... 
recommitted       ...... 

reported  without  amendment      - 

read  the  third  time    -         .         .         .         . 

passed       --•-... 
Lathrop.  Samuel,  of  .Massachusetts,  attended     . 
Law.  'Jhoma.*.     (See  Currency.) 
Lawrence.  Julia,  the  petition  ol.  referred  - 

reported  with  a  bill  e.xtending  pensions  to 
widows  and  orphans       .... 

(See  Pensions.) 
Lawrence.  Samuel,  of  .\ew  York,  attended 
Le   Courtois,  Anthony,  .Mr.   Poinsett  presented 
the  petition  of,  referred  -         -         .        . 
Lee.  Henry,  a  report  on  the  petition  of.  recom- 
mitted   -.--... 
Lee.  John,  of  .Maryland,  attended 
Leftwich,  Jabfz,  of  Virginia,  attended 
Lenox,  James,  a  hill  for  the  relief  of.  W'm.  .Mait- 
land,  G.  B.  Abeel,  Oulian  Ludlow,  and 
Hector  Scott,  reported  and  read  twice     - 
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Lc  Sieur,  Firman.  Senate   bill  for  the  relief  of 
the  heirs  of  - 

read  and  referred       .         .         -         - 

reported  without  nmendment 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
Letcher,  Robert  P.,  of  Kentucky,  attended 

remarks  of,  on  the  TaritT  bill 

speech  of,  on  the  occupying  claimant 
of  Kentucky  -         -         -         -         - 
Levy,  Moses  Elias,  documents  relating  to  the 

claim  of,  referred 

Lewis,  Curtis,   Mr.   Moore  presented    the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      -  -  .  -  - 
Lewis,  Edward  W.,a  report  from  the  Secretary 
of  War  on  the  petition  of,  read  and  laid 
on  the  table  -.---- 
Lewis,  Edwin.     (See  Tail,  Charles.) 
Library,  Mr.  Taylor  introduced  a  joint  resolu- 
tion for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  com- 
mittee on  the,  read  twice,  and  ordered  to 
the  third  reading    -         -         .         -         . 

a  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate  for  ap- 
pointing said  committee         -         -         - 

agreed  to,  and  the  committee  appointed 

a  bill  making  apftroprialions  for  the,  re- 
ported and  read  twice      -         .         .         - 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         -         - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         . 
Lighthouses,  Beacons,  &c.,  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  instructed    to  inquire  respect- 
ing a  beacon  light  near  Cape  Honlopen 

the  committee  instructed  to  inquire  re- 
specting a  lighthouse  near  Brandywine 
ehoal      -         -         -         - 

Mr.  Gatlin  presented  a  petition  from  Eden- 
ton,  North  Carolina,  praying  that  the 
floating  light  near  Shell  Castle  be  re- 
moved to  Nine-foot  Shoal,   referred 

Mr.  Livingston  submitted  sundry  resolu- 
tions calling  for  information  in  relation  to 
lights  on  the  Bahama  Islands  and  the 
coast  of  Florida      -         .         -         -         . 

agreed  to  -         -         -         -         -         - 

Mr.  Ten  Eyck  presented  a  petition  from 
New  York  praying  the  erection  of  a  light 
on  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  referred 

the  committee  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  a  light  on  the  south  shore 
of  Lake  Erie  .         .         - 

the  committee  instructed  to  inquire  respect- 
ing a  buoy  at  the  mouth  of  Scuppernong 
river,  and  a  floating  light  on  Pamptico 
Sound   --..-.- 

the  committee  instructecl,  to  inquire  respect- 
ing a  light  on  Shell  Island 

Mr.  Tomlinsuu  presented  the  petition  of 
certain  owners  of  vessels  praying  buoys  on 
reef  of  rocks  in  L;ing  Island  Sound,  called 
the  •'  Hen  and  Chickens"  referred  - 

the  committee  instructed  to  inquire  respect- 
ing a  light  on  Poole's  Island  - 

a  bill  to  authorize  the  building  of  certain, 
reported  and  read  twice  -  .         . 

considered  --.... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        .  -         . 

read  ti\e  third   time,  and  passed 

amendment;!  received  ... 

coimuitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
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Ligbtner,  Henry,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 
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1203  and  read  twice 1675 

1215  ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  2500 

2171  read  the  third  time,  and  passed         •         -  2504 

2509  Lincoln,  Benjamin,  and  others,  Senate  bill    for 

2510  the  relief  of,  read  twice  and  referred         -   I960 
794             reported  without  amendment      -         -  -  2317 

1C71  ordered  to  the  third  readini,'        ...  2509 

aws  read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -  2510 

-  2514  Lincoln,  Enoch,  of  .Maine,  attended  -  -  793 
Litchfield,  Eli^ha.  of  New  V  ork,  attended  -  793 
Little,  Peter,  of  .Maryland,  attended  •  •  793 
Liverraore,  .Arthur,  of  New  York,  attended        -     793 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Dan- 
iel D.  Tompkins     ....      822,  824 
on  the  bill   extending  (lensions   to  widows 

and  orphans .-...-     880 
on  the  Tariff  bill        -         -         -  1743,1867 

on  the  rejolution  for  adjournment       -         -  2598 
Livingston,  Edward,  of  New  York,  attended     -     842 
remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  respecting  cer- 
tain lighthouses      •         .         .  -  .     869 
on  the  resolution  in  relation  to  the  visit  of 

Lafayette 1101 

speech    of,  on  the  bill    for  the   surveys  of 

roads  and  canals     .....   1430 
remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill      1590,  1665,  1668, 

1669,  1671.  1672 
remarks  of,  on    reconsidering  the   vote  for 
adjournment  .....  2670 

Locke,  John,  of  .Massachusetts,  attended  •         -     793 
815  I  Long,  John,  of  North  Carolina,  attended  •     794 

Long  Island  Sound.     (Sec  Li^hthctuae$.) 
Longfellow,  Stephen,  of  Maine,  attended  -         -     80C 
815  I  Louderman,  Catharine,  a   bill    for   the  relief  of, 

reported  and  read  twice  ...    1470 

ordered  to  the  third   reading        -  •  .   24'J7 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         •  2500 

829  :  Loughrey,  William,  a  bill  tor   the   relief  of,  re- 

j  porteil  and  read  twice    -  -  .         .  2595 

Louisiana,  Mr.  Brent  submitted  two  resolutions 
calling    for    information   respecting   land 

849  claims  in H08 

870  amended  and  agreed  to      -         -         •         -813 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Brent  sundry  resolutions 

respecting  land  claims  in,  referred  -     809 

1202  a  report  made 9h5 

Mr.  Gurley  submitted  a  resolution  concern- 
ing pre-emption  to  certain  actual  settlers 

-  1223  m,  agreed  to 912 

Mr.  Brent  presented  the  petition  of  sundry 

inhabitants  of,  praying  an  alteration  of 
the  present  mode  of  surveying  lands,  and 

1757  asking    pre-emption   to   certain    settlers, 

referred 1084 

1770  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  instructed 

respecting  the  law  limiting  the  time  for 
suits  for  recovery  of  lauds  in,  under 
French,  British,  and  Spanish  titles  -    1203 

1787  the  above  committee  instructed   to  inquire 

respecting  the  confirmation  of  land  claims 

1954  m 1461 

a  bill  conferring   certain  claims  to  lands  in 

-  2471  the  western  district  of,  reported  and  read 

-  2617  i  twice 1792 

-  2630  i  Mr.  Cocke  submitted  a  resolution  railing  for 

-  2631  I  the  report  of  the  Register  of  the  land  of- 

-  2759  I  fice  in 1399 

-  "-.'Teo  1  agreed  to |429 
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Louisiana— continued.  p 

the  report  received  and  referred  -         .  ,7^9 

a  bill  supplemenury  to  provide  for  the  ex- 
tinction of  titles  to  lands  between  the 
Kio  Hondo  and  Sabine  rivers  in.  reported 
and  read  twice       -  .  '  ,a_^ 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       .         '         "  2708 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred      .         .  2709 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  increas- 
ing the   salary  of  the   United  States  At- 
torney  for  the  western  district  of    .         -1676 
Senate  Un  lo  authorize  the  Register  of  the 
land  office  in  the  western  district  of  to 
report  upon  certain  land  claims,  read  and 
'*'^^"^'^  -  -         -         -         -         .1758 

reported  without  amendment     -         .  1755 

Senate  bill  to  enable  the  holders  of  French, 
British,  and  Spanish  titles  to  lands  in,  to 
try  the  validity  of  their  claims,  read  and 
referred  -  .         .         .         _         .1758 

reported  with  amendments         -         .         .  2317 
a  bill  to  regulate  the  practice  of  the  United 

Elates  Courts  in,  reported  and  read  twice  2629 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  .  .  .  2699 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .         .  2700 

Senate  bill  for  the  sale  of  a  warehouse  near 
fcQgluh  I  urn,  and  for  the  erection  o{  a 
dwelling-house  at  Balire  in    -         .         .  2396 
read  twice,  and  referred     -         .         .         .  2431 
reported  without  amendment     -         -  2463 

Louuville.      (See  VanaU.) 

Lucas's  Universal   Atlas,  a  letter  from  William 
H.  Jones   accompanied  with  a  specimen 

of,  read  and  laid  on  the  table  -  .  814 
referred     -         - g^g 

Ludlow.  (Julian.     (See  Lenox,  James.) 

Ludlow's  and  Roberts'  Line.     ^^See  Ohio.) 

M. 

Machias,  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  a  district  court  in  the  town  of  -  .  I68O 
Macy.  Francis  G.  (See  General  Jackson.) 
-Mail,  Mr.  Livermore  submitted  a  resolution  for 
the  transportation  of  the,  in  day  time, 
only,  unless  by  water,  agreed  to     -  .     801 

the  committee  directed  lo  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  repealing  the  act  respect- 
ing the  transportation  of  letters,  dec,  in 
conveyances  not  employed  for  the  -  -  836 
.Mr.  Herrick  submitted  a  resolution  calling 
for  information  respecting  the  extension 
of  post  routes,  amount  of  postage,  &c.    -     849 

•dopted     - 870 

a  sUterncnt  in  reply,  laid  on  the  table         -  2681 
part  of  the  above  resolution  rescinded  -  2711 

the  committee  instructed  to  provide  further 

measures  for  punishing  the  robbery  of  the     877 
the  committee  instructed  to  inquire  concern- 
ing a  shorter  and   better  route  than  that 
from  Staunton  to  Washington        -         -     939 
(See  l\,st  OJice.) 
Maison  Rouge,   .Marquis  de.  all  the  documenU 

in  reference  to  the  claim  of  the.  referred   1127 
a  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  heirs  of,  reported. 

and  read  twice 1557 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         -         .   2095 
read  the  third   time,  and  passed  •         .  2696 

Maiiland,  William.     (See  Lenox,  James.) 
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Mallary,  Rollin  C,  of  Vermont,  attended 

remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  calling  for  in- 
f  »rmation  respecting  Spain  and  the  South 
American  Colonies 
apeech  of,  on   the  bill  for  surveys  ofro.ds 

and  canals     -         .         .         .         _ 
remarks  of.  on  the  Tariff  bill      -         .  1488    1693 
speech  of,  on  the  same       -         .         .  '  \t\l 

remarks  of.  on  adjournment       -         .         .  2599 
Maloy,  Bartholomew,  the    Committee  on  Pen- 
aions  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  placing,  on  the  pension  list         -     832 
Mangum,  Willie  P.,  of  North  Carolina,  attended     794 
remarks  of,  on  adjournment       -         -  2654   2659 
Manning,  Jeremiah,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  re-' 
ported,  and  read  twice   -         .         .  '       . 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        .         .         I 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .         * 

Manufactures,  the  Committee  on,  appointed      . 
Manumission  Society,  of  Tennessee,  Mr.  Blair 
presented  the  memorial  of  the,  referred  - 
the  committee  discharged,  and  the  memo- 
rial  laid  on  the  table      .... 
.Maps,  Charts,  Ac,  an  order  to  furnish  the  Com- 
mittee   on    the     Chesapeake    and    Ohio 
Canal  with    -         -         .         .         -•       . 

Mareschall,  Joseph,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  report- 
ed, and  read  twice         -         .         .         . 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        .         .         '. 
read  thf  third  time,  and  passed 
-Marine  Corps,  Mr.  Whittlesey  submitted  a  res- 
olution calling  for  information  respecting 
the  number  of  non-commissioned  officers 
and  privates  in  the 
a  report  in  reply,  laid  on  the  table      - 
Mr.    Whittlesey  submitted  a  resolution  re- 
specting the  amount  paid  to  the  Lieuten- 
ant Colonel  of  ihe  .... 

read  and  agreed  to 

a  report  in  reply,  laid  on  the  table      - 
Markley,  Philip  S.,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended  - 
Marshals,  Clerks,  and  .\ttorneys,  a  bill  to  amend 
the  act  to  lessen  the  compensation  of,  in 
certain  cases,  reported,  and  read  twice    - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
amendments  read  and  referred  - 
reported,  and  agreed  to      - 
(See  Public  Muney.) 
Marlindale,   Henry  C,  of  New  York,  attended 

remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill     1625,  1657,  1741 

speech  of,  on  the  same  .... 
Marvin,  Dudley,  of  New  York,  attended  - 

remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill  1527,  1555, 
Maryland,  an  adverse  report  made  on  the  peti- 
tion of  the  levy  court  of  Calvert  county,  in 

recommitted      ---... 

another  adverse  report  made      ... 

concurred  in      -         -         ...         . 

Mr.  Mitchell  presented  the  petition  of  sun- 
dry inhabitants  of,  praying  the  erection  of 
certain  bridges,  referred  .         .         . 

Mr.  Plumer  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
members  of  the  bar  in,  praying  an  alter- 
ation in  the  times  of  holding  the  court  for 
the  fourth  circuit,  referred       ...  2580 
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Maryland — continued.  Page, 

a  bill  for  altering  the  times  for  holding  said 

court,  reported,  and  read  twice         •         •  2595 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        -  _         -  2602 

read  the  third  time,  and  pas«ed  -         •         .  2669 
Massachusetts,  certain  documents  relating  to  the 
claim  of,  for  militia  services,  laid  on  the 

Ubie 1623 

referred 2334 

report  in  full 2511 

a  bill   to  autboriz«i  the  settlement  of  snid 
claims  reported       -         -         -  -         -  2511 

Matlack,  James,  of  New  Jersey,  attended  -     793 

Matson.  Aaron,  of  New  Hampshire,  attended    -     793 
Mayhew,  Thaddeus,  a  bill  from   the  Senate    for 

the  relief  of 2345 

read  twice,  and  referred  -  -  -  .  2396 
reported  without  amendment  ...  2464 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  2509 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2510 

McAllister,  John,  a  bill   from  the  Senate  for  the 
benctit  of  the  heirs   of,  and  John  Forbes 

read  twice,  and  referred  ...  1905 

an  adverse  report  made      -         -         -         .  1913 
McArthur,  Duncan,  of  Ohio,  attended       -         -     794 

remarks  of,  on  the  Appropriation  bill           -  1780  i 
McCoy,  William,  of  Virginia,  attended     -         -     794  j 
McCullogh,  Hugh,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  report- 
ed, and  read  twice          ...         -  1567  j 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  2500 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         -  2503 

McDuffie,  George,  of  South  Carolina,  attended  794 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mrs. 

Perry 975 

speech  of,  on  a  proposed  amendment  to  the 

Constitution  ------  1067 

on  the  bill  for  surveys  of  roads  and  canals  1371 

remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill      -           1482,  149.% 

1552,  1556,  1677 
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speech  of,  on  the  same       -         -         -         . 
McKean,  Samuel,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended     - 
McKee,  John,  of  Alabama,  attended 
McKim,  Isaac,  of  Maryland,  attended 
McLane,  Louis,  of  Delaware,  attended 

remarks  of.  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Dan- 
hel  D.  Tompkins    .         .         -         -         - 
on  the  bill  to  purchase  certain  stock  - 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  fur  the  surveys  of  roads 

and  canals  .---..  1217 
remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill  1589,  1697,  1748, 
on  the  Senate  amendments  to  the  appropri- 
ation bill  -  -  -  1916,  V047,  1951 
on  the  address  of  Ninian  Edwards  -  -  2174 
on  the  bill  to  provide  stock  for  the  Florida 

treaty  awards  -         -         -  2552,  2554 

McLean,  William,  of  Ohio,  attended         -         -     794 
McNair.  Alexander,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of. 

read  twice,  and  referred  ...  2607 

reported  with  amendment  -  -  -         -  26fi5 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         -  2696 
Measurer,  a  bill  to  abolish  the  office  of,  reported 
and  read  twice         -         -         .         -         - 
Mebane,  John  B.,a  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  ex- 
ecutors of,  reported  and  read  twice 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
a  bill  authorizing  the  executors  of,  to  collect 

certain  arrears,  reported  and  read  twice  -  2507 
read  the  third   time,  and  passed  -         -  2508 
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Members.  Mr.  Randolph  submitted  a  resolution 
to  lessen  the  per    diem  allowance  of  the. 
laid  on  the  table     -         -         -         .         . 
refusal  to  consider  said  resolution 
Memphis.     (See  Rvad. 
Mercer,  Charles  F..  of  Virginia,  attended 

remarks  of.  on    the   bill   for  the  surveys  of 
roads  and  canals     ..... 

on  the  Tariff  bill         ....  1557, 

on  the  Appropriation  bill  ...  1784 

on  the   adjournment  ...  2.'')97,  2654 

on  a  report   in   relation  to  a  sale  of  lota    in 
the  City  of  Washington  -         -  2613,  2614 

Merchandise,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  with  a  statement  of  duties  on 
imported  and  drawback  on  exported,  laid 
on  the  table  ...... 

Messengers,  an  order  to  pay  an  additional  su:n 

to  each  of  the         -         .         .         -         - 

the  Doorkeeper  authorized  to  employ  one  of 

the.  during  the  recess     .... 

Metcalfe,  Thomas,  of  Kentucky,  attended 

speech  of,  on   the   bill   respecting  the  Su- 
preme Court 

Mexican  Provinces,  Mr.  Scott  submitted  a  reso- 
lution calling  for   information  respecting 
trade  with  the         ..... 
agreed  to  - 

a    message  transmitting  a  communication 
in  reply,  laid  on  the  table 
"  Miami  Purcha.-e,"  ,Mr.  Gazlay  submitted  a  res- 
olution calling  for  information  respecting 

the 

agreed  to  - 

report  laid  on  the  table       .... 

Miami  River.     (See  Canal.) 

Michael,  John,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of, 

reported  and  read  twice  .  .  - 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        .         .         - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Michig'.in,  Mr.  Richardson  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion to  establish  a  district  court,  laid  on 
the  toble  - 

Michilimackinac,  the  Committee  discharged  from 
the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of 

Midshipmen,  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs 
instructed  to  inquire  concerning  provision 
for  the  instruction  of      -         -         -         - 

Milhollend,  John,  the  Committee  of  Claims  in- 
structed to  inquire  concerning  compen- 
sation to,  for  certain  losses      ... 

Military  Academy,  the  Cominitlee  on  Naval 
Affairs  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex> 
pediency   of  associating   a    naval    school 

With  the 

Mr.  Livingston  submitted  a  resolution  for 
the  increase  of  the,  laid  on  the  table 

Military  .\ffairs,  the  Committee  on.  appointed  - 
so  much  of  the  President's  .Message  as  re- 
lates  to,  referred  to  the  above  committee 

Military  Establishment,  a  letter  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  with  a  statement  of  the  con- 
tingent expenses  for  the.  laid  on  the 
table 

Military  Land  Warrants,  a  bill  to  allow  further 
lime  to  locate,  reported  and  read  twice  - 
read  the  third  time,  and  pastied 

Military  Roads.      (See  R'jfids  ) 
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Military  Service,   a   bill  making   appropriations    ^^^ 

lor  the,  reported  and  read  twice     -         -   1163 

considered  ....  oggg,  2694 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         .         .  2695 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         .  2690 

amendments  received         ....  2759 

concurred  in       ...  .  o-rn 

k  II  L  r       ,  2<60 

a  bill  making  further  appropriation  for  the, 
reported   and  read   twice         .         -         .   1203 

ordered  to  the  th!rd  reading        .         .         .   jgig 
read  the  third  time,  and  past^ed  .         .   1620 

a  statement  of  appropriations  and  expendi- 
tures for  the.  referred      -         .         .         . 
a  bill  further  to  amend  the  act  for  compen- 
sation for  property  lost  whilst  in  the,  re- 
jiorted  and  read  twice     .... 
Militia,  a  bill  concerning  the  distribution  of  arms 
to  the,  reported  and  read  twice 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  instruct- 
ed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency   of  re- 
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2152 
1763 


lucing  the  term  of  service  of  the. 

Miller,  Daniel  H.,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended    - 

•Miller,  Jdiiies.     (See  Arkansui.) 

Mitti-*.  Joseph,  a  biU  for  the  relief  of  the  heir*  of, 

re{>orted  and  read  twice  ... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 

read  the  third  Ij.ne,  and  passed  ... 

amendments  rece;ved         -         .         -         . 

concurred  in      .....         . 

Minifie,  Charles,  an  adverse  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of,  concurred  in        - 

.Mint,  acj.nmunicationfron  the  Director  of  the, 
;;iMiig  ai»sjys  of  certain  foreign  coin,  read 
and  referred  -.-... 
a  report  from  the  SecreUry  of  the  Treasury, 
with  statements  bhowing  the  expenses  of 
the  laid  on  the  table       -         .         .         . 

.MissifHippi,  a  bill  changing  the  mode  of  survey- 
ing lauds  on  any  ri%er,  bayou,  or  water- 
course  in,  and  Arkansas,  rep3rted  and 
read  twice      --.... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading         .         .         . 

read  the  third  iime,  and  pissed  -         .         . 

a:nendinents  received  a:id  concurred  in 
Mwaiasippi  Land  Company,  .Mr.  Tyson  present- 
ed the  memorial  of  James  L.   Belt,   and 
others,  of  the,  referred    -         .         .         . 
Mississippi  and  Sabine  rivers,  the  Com.iiittec  on. 

Commerce  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  providing  for  the  survey  of 
the  coast  along  the 

(See  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rirers.) 
.Missouri,  a  bill  to  enaiile  claimanLs  to  lands  in, 
and  Arkansas,  to  try  the  validity  of  their 
claims,  reported  and  read  twice 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

amendments  received  -         -         .         . 

concurred  in     -----         . 

Senate  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  to  per- 
fect locations  and  sales  of  lands  in,  read 
twice  and  referred  .... 

adverse  report  made  -         -         -         .         . 

Senate  bill  for  the  adjustment  of  land  claims 

in,   and  Arkansas,  derived  fron  French 

and  Spanish  titles  ....   1233 

read  twice,  and  referred    ....   1263 
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Missouri — continued.  p^ 

bill  reported   with  amendmenla  -         .   1867 

laid  on  the  table         -         -         -         .         .  2712 
Senate  bill  to  alter  the  times  of  holding  the 

district  court  in  -  -  .  .  ,  2.145 
read  twice,  and  referred  ....  2396 
reported  without  amendment  ...  2457 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  .  2455 
Senate  bill  supplementary  for  settling  land 


-  2396 

-  2431 

-  2505 

-  2705 
2766 


claims  in 
read  twice,  and  referred     - 
reported  without  amendment 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Senate  bill  to  extinguish  Indian  claims  to 

lands  in  ---->.  2696 

read  twice,  and  referred  -  -  -  .  2697 
reported  with  amendments  -  .  .  2710 
Senate  bill   to  complete  the  survey  of  the 

southern  and  western  boundary  of  .  -  2699 
read  twice,  and  referred  -  -  .  .  2700 
reported  without  amendments    -         .         .  2710 

pa****! 2765 

Mitchell,  Andrew,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 

heirs  of,  read  and  referred  -  -  -  I75g 
reported  without  afoendment  -  -  -  1769 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  2508 
read  the  third  time,  and  laid  on  the  table  -  2509 

Mitchell.  George  E..  of  Maryland,  attended  .  7!I3 
Mitchell,  James  S.,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended  -  793 
Mitchell,  James,  the  petition  of,  referred   - 

report  made,  with  a  bill  concerning  errors 
in  land  offices         •         .         .         .         . 
(See  Land  Offices.) 

Mitchell,  John,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 
and  read  twice        ..... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 

read  the  third  tirne,  and  passed 

amendments  read  and  referred 

reported  and  concurred  in 
Mobile,  a  bill  to  alter  the  times  of  holding  the  Dis- 
trict Court  at,  reported  and  read  twice    • 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 

amendments  received         .... 

read  and  referred        -         .         .         .         . 

and  reported  with  an  agreement 

the  Committee  on  Commerce  instructe<I  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  appointing 
a  naval  officer  and  surveyor  for  the  port  of  2288 

the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  instruct- 
ed to  make  inquiries  respecting  the  work 
on  Dauphin  Island,  iar  the  defence  of  the 
harbor  oi,  and  into  the  propriety  of  con- 
tinuing the,  on  Mobile  Point  .  -  . 
a  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  Alabama 
on  the  subject  of  said  fortifications,  re- 
ferred     

Mr.   Owen    presented   the  petition   ©f  the 

Mayor    and    Aldermen    o\',   prayio^    the 

grant  of  certain  lots        .... 

a  bill  granting  certain  lots  to,  reported  and 

read  twice  --...-  953 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  2602 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2606 
Senate  bill  explanatory  of  an  act  confirming 

claims  to  lots  in,  read  twice  and  referred  2491 
reported  without  amendments,  and  p<>8tpon 
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House  Proceedings  and  Debates. 


Moffat,  Nathaniel,  leave  given,  to  withdraw  his 

papers 1429 

Moffitt,  John  8.,  a  bill  far  the  relief  of.  reported 

and  read  twice        •         .         .         .         .   1595 
ordered  to  the  third  reading         -         -         .  2500 
read  the  third  time,  and  paased    ...  2504 
amendment?  received         -         -         -         .  2031 
read  and  referred        -         -         .         _         .  2632 
reported  and  agreed  to        -         .         .         .  2665 
Monongehala  River,  the  Committee  on  the  Cam- 
beriand  Road   instructed  to  -nquire  into 
the  expediency  ot"  a  bridge  over  the 
Monroe,  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  sun- 
dry inhabiUnta  of,  laid  on  the  table 
Montgomery,  J.  M.  C,  r  bill  for  the  relief  of, 
reported  and  read  twice  - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        .  ,  _ 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Monument  to  Washington,  Mr.  Buchanan  sub- 
mitted a  resolution  to  erect  a,  in  the  City 
of  Washington,  laid  on  the  table  - 
Moore,  Alfred,  Senate  bill  for  the  benefit  of,  and 
Sterling  Orgain,  assignees  for  Morris 
Lindscy  ---.-. 

read  twice,  and  referred     -         -         .         . 
referred  to  another  committee     -         -         . 
reported  without  amendments    -         - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ,         -  . 

read  the  third  tune,  and  passed  -         -         . 
Moore,  Gabriel,  of  AUbiina,  attended 
remarks  oi,  on  the  Tarirt"  bill      - 
Moore,  Thomas  P..  of  Kentucky,  attended 
Moreau,  Ceiestin,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of    - 
read  twici',  and  referred     -         -         -         . 
reported  without  amendment     ... 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         .         . 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
Morgan,  Jane.     (See   VenabU,  S./ra/i.) 
Morgan.  John  J.,  of  \ew  York,  attended  - 
Mjrns,  Richard  G.,  an  adverse  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of,  read  and  agreed  to    - 
Myotte,  Jacque.*,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  Francois 
Charpentrie,  Jean  Baptisle  Laducier,  and 
reported    and  read  twice         ... 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 
postponed  indefinitely         -         -         .         . 

N. 

Napier,  a  bill  from  the  Senate,  for  the  relief  of, 
Rapleye,  Petray,  and  Viel       -         -         . 
read  twice  --..._ 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
National  Armory.     (See  Armory.) 
Naturalization,  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
instructed  to  inquire  respecting  the  alter- 
ation of  the  laws  respecting  -         -         . 
Mr.  C«88edy  presented  the  petition  of  sun- 
dry aliens  of  New  Jersey,  praying  the  re- 
vision of  the  laws  of       - 
Mr.  Morgan   presented  a  petition  of  atien* 
in  New  Vork,  respecting  ... 

Mr.  Livingston  presented  the  petition  of 
aliens  in  Louisiana,  praying  a  revision  of 
the  laws  res{>ecting,  referred  - 
Mr.  Cutiibert,  presented  the  petition  of  sun- 
dry inhabitants  of  Georgia,  praying  re- 
vision of  the  laws  of,  referred 
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Naturalization — continued. 

the  committee  discharged  from  said  petition 
bill  from   the  Senate  respecting  an  uniform 

rule  of  

read  twice,  and  referred  -  -  -  . 
reported  without  amendment  -  -  . 
parsed       ---.... 

Naval  AlTairs,  the  Committee  on,  appointed 

Naval  Ehiabluhmcnt,  so  much  of  the  President's 

Message  as  relates  to  organization  of  the, 

and  suppression  of  piracy,  referred 

a  bill  to  organize  and   fix  the,  reported  and 

read  twice      --.... 

Naval  Peace  Establishment,  Mr.  Fuller  submit* 
ted  a  resolution  requesting  the  President 
to   communicate   a  plan  for  the,  laid  on 

the  table 

agreed  to  -----. 

a  .Message  in  reply,  transmitting  a  plan  for  the 
referred     ----... 

Navarre,  Due  de,  the  Speaker  presented  a  memo- 
rial of,  representing  himself  as  heir  to  the 
French  throne,  laid  on  the  table      - 
Navy,  Mr.  Mercer,  presented  a  resolution  calling 
for  a  list  of  the  officers  of  the 

agreed  to  -...._ 

a  letter  Irom  the  Secretary  o(  the,  in  reply 

the  committee  on  Naval  Affairs  instructed 
to  inquire  concerning  a  change  in  \he 
mode  of  compensating  officers  ol  the 

a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the,  reported 
and  read  twice        -         -  .  .  . 

debated I875, 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ... 

the  third  reading  suspended  on  account  of 
an  error   in  the  engrossment 

passed       .-----. 

amendments  received  >         .         .         . 

referred 

reported    ....... 

debated     •.-..-. 

a  paitial  agreement   •         •         ■         .         . 

a  conference  requested  and  the  committee 
appointed       -*.... 

their  report  laid  on  the  table      ... 

concurred  in      -         -         ...         . 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary  wiili  a  statement 
of  contraclM  for  the,  laid  on  the  table 

a  letter  from  the  same  wua  a  statement  of 
expenditures  and  appropriations  lor  the, 
laid  on  the  table     .... 

Mr.  Whittlesey  submitted  a  resolution  call- 
ing for  a  statement  of  the  money  spent  for 
limber  for  the 

agreed  to- 

•  message  with  a  report  in  reply,  laid  on 
the  table         -         ... 

the  committee  instructed  to  inquire  respect* 
ing  the  expenditure  of  two  hundred  and 
twenty  thousand  dollars  appropriated  last 
session  for  the 

the  committee  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  providing  that  persons 
engaged  in  the,  be  exempted  Irom  militia 
duty,  except  in  certain  cases  ... 
Navy  Agents.  (See  I'rize  Mmey.) 
Navy  Department,  the  Committee  on  expendi- 
tures in  the.  appointed    .... 
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Navy  Department— continued.  p^-^ 

the  annual  report  of  the  names  and  salaries 

oj  clerks  in  the,  laid  on  the  table     - 
the  committee  instructed  to  report  specially 
touching  contingent  expenses  in  the 
ISuvy  Hospitals,  Mr.  Tomlinson  submitted  a  re- 
solution calling  for   information   respect- 
ing  theaums  received  and  expended  for  - 
agreed  to- 

a  report  in  reply,  read  and  referred    - 

the  export  in  lull 

the  committee  instructed  respecting  the  re- 
peal of  the  act  concerning      ... 

Senate  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  establish- 
ing, read  twice,  and  referred  .  -  .  2607 

reported  without  amendment      ...  2622 
Navy  Pensions.      (See  Petuium.) 
Navy  Vurd,  Mr.   Hamilton  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion   respecting   a,  either  at   Beaufort  or 
Charleston,  laid  on  the  table 

Neale,  Raphael,  of  Maryland,  attended       . 

remarks  of,  on   the   bill   for   the  surveys  of 
roads  and  canals    .         .  .'       . 

Nt-lson,  Jeremiah,  of  Masaachusetts,  attended  . 
New  Bedford,  .Mr.  Baylies  presented  a  memorial 
of  the  citizens  of,  respecting  the  sperma- 
ceti whale  fisheries,  referred  ... 
the  memorial  ordered  to  be  printed      - 
New  Castle,  .Mr.  .McLane  presented  a  memorial 
oi  the  inhabitanU  o\,  praying  better  secu- 
rity of  their  harl>or  .... 
other   memorials   resjiecting   the   harbor  of, 

referred  ....         .1788,2430 

New  Hamp.ihire.  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 

taiis  instructed  to  inquire  respecting  the 

settlement   o{  the    claims   of,    for  inilitia 

services  

New  Orleans  tfce  Committee  directed  to  report 
concerning  a  more  direct  route  between, 
and  the  City  of  U  ashinglori 
the  Committee  on  Public  Land,  instructed 
to  inquire  respecting  the  expediency  of 
vesting  in,  all  right  to  streeu,  squares, 
&c.,  therein  -         .         .         .         . 

Newport,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Mer- 

chanu'  Bank  of,  read  twice  and  referred    1292 
an  adverse  report  made      .         -         -         .   1429 
Kcw>paper«,   the    Clerk   directed    to  supply  the 
members  with          ..... 
the   Committee   on    Post  OlTicep,   Ac,   in- 
structed to  inquire  respecUiig  the  trans- 
portation of,  dec. 

Newton,  Thomas,  of  \irginia.  attended     - 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Breck's  resolution  call- 
ing ioT  intormation  re.-pecting  commerce 
with  Greece  ---... 

New  Vork,  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  amending  Itie  act  for  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  courts  in        ...         - 

Nimmo,  William  P.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  re- 
ported and  read     ..... 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  laid  on   ihe  table  - 
debated  and  |>asscd  .....  2199 
Norris,  James,  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  ficc, 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  a  ctttaiu  allowance  to  the  widow  of  -  2237 
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North  Carolina,  the  Speaker  presented  the  me- 
morial of  the  Legislature  of,  in   relation 
to  certain  land  claims     .... 
referred     ---.._ 

O. 

O'Brien,  Jeremiah,  of  Maine,  attended      - 
Oincers  of  Congress,   Senate  bill   to  revive  the 
act  to  fix  the  compensation  of  the 
read  twice,  and  referred     -         .        .        '. 
reported  without  amendment     - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
Officers  of  Customs,  the   Committee   on   Com- 
merce instructed   to  inquire    into  the  ex- 
pediency  of  amending  the  act  respecting 
the  compensation  of,  &c. 
Ogden   Thomas  8.,  and  others,  a  bill  for  the  re 

lief  of,  reported  and  read  twice 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
Ohio,  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  instruct- 
ed to   inquire  into  the  expediency  of  al- 
tering the  times  of  holding    the  circuit 
and  district  courts  in      -         .         -         . 

Senate  bill  to  change  the  terms  of  the  cruris 
m  Kentucky  and,  read  twice  and  referred  217 
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reported  without  amendment 
read  the  third  lime,  and  passed 
Mr.  Wright  submitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing the  provision  necessary  to  secure  the 
three  per  cent,  from  the  sale  oi  laud*  in, 
to  said  State  .  . 

a-^recd  to,  and  referred       .... 

Mr.     Wright  presented  a   resolution  of  the 
Legislature  ret^pectir.g  the  three  percent, 
fund  reserved   Irom  the  sale  oi  lauds,  re- 
ferred   ....... 

the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  dividi.ag, 
into  two  districts  -         -         .         .         I 
Mr.  Sloane  presented  the    memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of,  upon  the  subject  of  lands 
set  apart  for  schools  in  tiiat  Slate,  referred   1763 
a  bill  to  sell  and  convey  certain  lands,  re- 
ported and  read  twice    -         .         _         . 
ordered  to  the  tliird  reading 
jiostponed  until  next  session 
a  committee  appointed  to  inquire   into  the 
expediency    of    granting    relief  to    pur- 
chasers of  lands   I.>caied    under  Virginia 
military  warrants  between  Ludlow's  and 

Roberts'  line  in 

a  biil  reported  and  read  twice     ... 
Mr.  Baroour  presented  a  petition  of  the  in- 
habitants of,  respecting  lands  located  be- 
tween those  lines,  laid  on  the  table 
the  bill  considered     -  .  .  . 

ordered  to  ihe  third  reading        ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Ohio  and  .Mississippi  Rivers,  a  .Message  from  the 
President  with  a  report  of  the  survey  oi 
the,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and   Canals  .--... 
referred  to  a  select  committee    .         .         - 
a  detailed   report   made,  accompanied  by  a 
bill  to  assist  Ohio  and  Kentucky  to  open 
a  canal  around  the  falls  of  the  Ohio  river, 
read  twice     --....  igoi 
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Ohio  and  .Mississippi  Rivers — continued.  Page. 

a  biii  to  improve  the  navigation  ot'  the,  re- 

jjorted  and  read  twice     ....   1703 

the  report  in  full 17UJ 

the  bill  considered      ...  2558,  2578 

amended  Iw  adding  the  Missouri  river 

laid  on  the  table 

ordered  to  the  third  xrading      ... 
read  the  third  time,  and    pattsed 
amendments   received   and   agreed  to 
Opeloueas,  the    Committee  on  Public  Lands  in- 
btructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
empowering  the  Register  at,  to  complete 
a  certain  report      .... 
the  committee  directed  to  authorize  the  pres. 
ent  Register  at,  to  complete  all  the  busi- 
ness lelt  untinialied  by  his  predecessor     - 
Ordnance  Department,  a  motion  to  refer  to  a  se- 
lect  cjmmittee  a  mebsage   recc.ved   last 
session  respecting  tt;e,  debated 
referred     ----"..- 
Orgain.  Sterling.     (Sec  Moore,  Alfred.) 
Orleans  Navigation   Company,   a   bill   disajipro- 
ving  in  part  an  act  incorporating  the,  re- 
ported  and  read  twice     ....  2236 
Osage  Indians,  a  bill  to  provide  an  agent  for  the, 

reported    and  read  twice         -         -  -   10y9 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  .         -         -  2171 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         .  2213 

Ottra:nare.  J.,  a   bill  for   the   relief  of,  reported 

and  rend  twice 1551 

considered 2498 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  i609 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  2510 
amendments  received         ....  2631 

read  and  referred 2632 

reported  and  disagreed  to  .         -         -         .  2665 
Overton,  Samuel  R.      (See   Weft  Florida.) 
Owen,  George  W.,  of  Alabama,  attended  -         •     798 
remarks  of,  on  the  TaniF  bill       -         1326,    1550, 

1586,   1'.60 
speech  of,  on   the  .Massachuaetta  contested 
election 1814 

P. 

PartKdge'.-i  Military  Academy,  .Mr.  Buck  sub. 
milted  a  resolution  respecting  the  issue 
of  ammunition  to - 

agreed  to,  and  referred       -         -         .         . 

a  bill  to  authorize  the  issue  of  ammunition 
to,  reported  and  read  twKe   ... 

a  detr.iled  report  in  lull      .... 

a  memorial  irom   Captain    Partridge,   read 

and  referred  -.-... 

Patent  Office,  Senate  bill  relative  to  the,  and  to 

the   salary  of  the    Superintendent,    read 

twice  and  referred  -         .         .         . 

reported  without  amendment     ... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ... 

Patents  and  Patentees,  the    Committee  on    the 

Judiciary  instructed   to   inquire  concern- 

ing  jurisdiction    in  caoes    arising  under 

the  act  respecting  -         -         -  •       . 

a  report  made    ...... 

the  committee  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  allowing  cosu  lu  certain 
cases     -..-... 

a  bill  for  that  purpose,  reported  and  read 
twice 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 
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Patents  and  Patentees — continued. 

bill  read  the  third  time        .... 

recommitted      ...... 

reported  with  amendments         ... 
again  recommitted     -  .         .         .         . 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  with  a 
list  of  the  patentees  Jor  the  last  year, 
laid  on  the  table     ..... 

Patter.oon,  John,  of  Ohio,  attended     ... 

Patterson,  Thomas,    of   Pennsylvania,  attended 

Paulas,  Barbara,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice       ..... 

read  the  third  lime,  and  pasf:ed 
"  Pea  Patch,"  Mr.  Cocke  submitted  a  resolution 
calling    for  information    respecting   suita 
for  recovery  of  the  .... 

adopted     ....... 

a   message  in   reply  laid   on  the  table 
Pembina,    Mr.  Rankin   presented  a  petition    of 
the  inhabitants  of.  referred      ... 
the  committee  discharged  ... 

Pendergrass,  Thomas,  the  Committee  on  Pri- 
vate Land  Claims  instructed  to  inquire 
into  t!ie  ex];>ediency  of  granting  bounty 
land  to  ...... 

Pensacoia,  the  Committee  on  .Military  Aflfaira 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  fortifying  the  harbor  of      . 

the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
opening  a  road  from,  to  St.  Augustine    - 

the  Committee  on  Post  Offices,  Ac,  in- 
structed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
repealing  the  law  establishing  a  post  route 
from,  to  St.  Augustine    .... 

the  Committee  on  Naval  Afliirs  instructed 
to  inquire  respecting  a  naval  depot  at 

a  bill  to  allow  a  salary  to  the  (.'oilector  of, 
and  to  abolish  the  office  of  surveyor,  re- 
ported and  read  twice     .... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 

a  bill  granting  certain  lots  to  St.  Augustine 
and.  reported  and  read  twice  ... 

Pennsylvania,  a  bill  to  alter  the  judicial  districts 
of,  reported  .M.nrch,  1822,  referred  - 

a  bill  to  alter  the  judicial  districts  of,  reported 
and  read  twice        ..... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 

the  Speaker  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of,  approving  the  declaration 
of  the  President  ui  favor  of  liberty  in  the 
Western  Hemis(*here,  laid  on  the  table  - 

Pensioners,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War 
transmitting  a  i^tatement  of  the  number  of 
Revolutionary,  laid  on  the  table 

Mr.  Randolph  presented  the  petition  of  a 
number  of,  assembled  at  Wai-hington,  re- 
ferred   ....... 

a  bill  concerning  invalid,  considered    . 

ordered  to  the  third  reading         .         ,         . 

read  the  third  lime,  and  passed 

ainiendments  received  and  referred 

reported     ....... 

considered  -         -  .  2.542,  2631, 

.Mr.  Sibley  submitted  a  resolution  respecting 
Revolutionary,  read  and  rejected    .         .    17C2 
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Pensions,  a  Committee  on,   and  Revolutionary 

Claims,  appointed  .... 

the  subject  of  Revolutionary,  referred  to  a 

select  committee     -         .         .         .         . 
the  committee  instructed  to  inquire  as  to  the 

income  which  shall  disqualify  for  receiv. 

'"g         ---...        . 

a  report  made 

the  committee  instructed  to  inquire  repect- 

ing  an  alteration  of  the  timefor  payment  of  1664 
the  Committee  on  .Naval  Affairs  instructed 

to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  continu. 

ing,  to  the  widows  and  orphans  of  officers, 

seamen,  and  marines      -         .         .         .' 
a  bill  to  continue  said,  to  widows  and  or. 

phans,  reported  and  read  twice 
debated  -.-.... 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ... 
read  the  third  tLme,  and  parsed 
amendments  recei\ed  -  .  .  . 
read  and  referred  -  -  .  .  _ 
reported  and  concurred  in  ... 

Mr.  Isacks  submitted  a  resolution  in  rela. 

tion  to  the  extension  of.  to  widows,  &c.. 

of  officers  and  privates  m  the  Army,  laid 

on  the  table  --.... 
•greed  to. 
f«en»te  bill  granting,  to  the  widows  and  or. 

phansof  those  slain  in  private  ar.-ned  ves. 

sels,  read  twice,  and  relerred  - 
reported  with  amendments 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
.«  bill  concerning  the  allowance  of,  upon  the 

relinquishment  of  bounty  lands  reported 

and  read  twice        ..... 

a  bill  to  revive  and  extend  certain,  reported 

and  read  twice 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  . 

Perley.  Frederick,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 
and  read  twice        ..... 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  . 
Perry,  John,  the  committee  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  placing,   on   the 
pension  list    ---... 

Perry,  Oliver  H.,  Mr.  Hamilton  submitted  a 
resolution  respecting  a  pension  for  the 
mother  of      .....         . 

agreed  to- 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  Perry,  mother  of, 
reported,  and  read  .... 

considered         ...... 

recommitted      --.... 

Petersburg.     (See    Vesseh.) 

Pew,  William,  Mr.  Stewart  presented  the  peti. 
tion  of,  praying  a  pension       ... 
Piatt,  John  H..  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  admin- 
istrator of,  reported  and  read  twice 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  tune,  and  debated         -         •  2491 

passed 2493 

Pierpont,  John,  the  committee  instructed  to  place. 

on  the  pension  list  ....   ]gog 

Piracy,  a  report  io  full  on  the  subject  of,  in  the 

West  Indies 2666 

Plumer,  George,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended       .     793 
Plume r,  William,  of  New  Ham pahire,  attended     7j>3 
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Poinsett,  Joel  R.,  of  South  Carolina,  attended  - 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Webster's  resolution  re- 
specting Greece     - 
speech  of,  on  the  Greek  cause    - 
on  the  Tariff  bill        -         .         .         .         . 

Point  Coupee,  a  bill  granting  a  tract  of  land  to 

the   inhabitants    of,    reported   and   read 

twice     -..--.. 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       .         .         . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Pollard,  Captain,  the  petition  of.  Blue  Eyes  and 

Jim  Robinson,  Seneca  Indians,  referred  to 

a  Committee  of  the  Whole     . 

Porter,  Abner,  the  Committee  of  Pensions  in- 
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structed  to  provide  for  the  heirs  of 
Ports  of  Delivery,  a  bill   to  establish   Bowdoin- 
ham,  Troy  and  Fairport  as,  reported,  and 
read  twice     --.... 

orJered  to  the  third  reading        ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  pascsed 

Port  of  Entry,  the  Committee  on  Commerce  in. 

structed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 

establishing  Fernandina  as  a 

PoKt  Office  Department,  the  Committee  on  Ex. 

penditures  in  the,  appointed    ... 

so  much  of  the  President's  Message  as  con- 
cerns the,  referred  .... 

Mr.  Gazlay  sub.Tiitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing defalcations  in  the    - 

modified,  and  agreed  to      . 

report  in  reply,  laid  on  the  table 

.Mr.  .\Ilen  sub.-nitted  a  resolution  calling  for 
certain  details  of  the.  for  the  last  three 
years 

agreed  to-         ...         ... 

report  in  reply,  laid  on  the  table 

.Mr.  Storrs  submitted  a  resolution  calling 
for  information  respecting  postage  - 

report  on  that  subject  laid  on  the  table 

a  rep:irt  from  the  Postmaster  General  in  re- 
lation to  deputy  postmasters,  their  duties, 
&.C.,  in  full 

reterred     ....... 

a  bill  to  reduce  into  one  the  several  acts  to 
establish  the.  reported,  and  read  twice     -   1429 

d^hated 2544,  2549 

laid  on  the  table        .....  2552 
a  communication  from  the,  with  a  statement 
of  contracts    ...... 

Pojt  Offices  and  Post  Roads,  the  Committee  on, 
appointed       ...... 

.Mr.  Allen  submitted  a  resolution  calling  for 
a  list  of  distributing  offices,  the  duties  re- 
quired therein,  &,c 

agreed  to  -.---. 

reply  received   .---.. 

read  and  referred       •         .         .         .         . 

the  committee  instructed  to  inquire  respect, 
ing  a  route  from  EddyviUe  to  Paris, 
Tennessee     --.... 

committee  instructed  to  inquire  respecting 
a  route  from  St.  Albans  to  Berkshire, 
Vermont 

the  com.mittee  instructed  respecting  a  route 
from  Galliopolis  to  Burlington 

committee  instructed  respecting  a  route 
from  Raleigh  to  Haywood 
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Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads — continued,  Page 

committee    instructed    respecting    a   route 

from  Preston  to  Smilhfield,  Virginia 

committee    instructed    respecting     a    route 

from  the  Creek  Agency  to   the   seat  of 

government  in  Florida   -         -         -         - 

Mr.  Long  submitted  a  resolution  calling  for 

information  respecting  post  routes  - 
modified,  and  laid  on  the  table  - 
a  bill  to  discontinue  certain  post  roads,  and 
to   establish   others,    reported    and    read 

twice 

considered          -         •         2632, 2648, 2665,  2676 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       -         -         -  2677 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         -  26S2 
Postmaster  of  the  House,  a  resolution  respect- 
ing an  allowance  to  the  -         -         -         -  2616 
an  order  to  allow  extra  compensation  to  the  2710 
Powell,  Alfred  H.     (See  Contuted  Election.) 
Powell,     Dempsy,    the    Committee    of    Clauns 
instructed    to    allow,    payment    f>r    two 
guns      .-.---- 
Pre-emption,    a  bill  granting,  to  certain  settlers 
in  St.  Helena  and  Jackson  Courthouse, 
reported  and  read  twice           .         -         - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
Senate    bill    granting,    to    certain    quarter 
sections  of  land  in  Alabama,  read  and  re- 
ferred     

reported  without  amendment      ... 

a  bill  granting,  to  Arkansas,   reported  and 

read  twice      ..---• 

ofdered  to  the  third  reading        ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  • 

a  bill   granting,  to  quarter  sections  of  lami 

to  each  bt^te  and  Territory,  reported  anJ 

read  twice      ------ 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        .         .         - 

lead  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         -  24 SO 

the  Committee  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 

expediency  oi  granting,    in  the  purchase 

of  land  in  certain  cat>ea  -         -         -         - 

a  report  in  full  ----- 

Presbyterian  Churches,  Mr.  Heiuphill  presented 
the   memorial  of  certain,  respecting  the 
civilization  of  the  Indians,  referred  - 
President  ot  the  United  States,  a  cj.mnittee  ap- 
pointed to  inform  the.  of  the  readmesis  of 
the  House  to  receive  any  rommunicatiun 
the  report  of  the  committee         -         -         - 
the  annual  Message  received  ami  read 
a  bill  making  provision  for  a  private  secre- 
tary for  the,  reported  and  read  twice 
President  and  Vice  President,  Senate   bill  sup- 
plementary  to   the    acts   relative   to   the 
election  of,  read  twice,  and  roierred 
reported  without  amendment     -         -         - 
President's  House.     (See  Public  Buildings.) 
Pres<iue  Isle,  Mr.  Farrelly  presented  several  pe- 
titions respecting  obitruclions  in  the  har- 
bor of,  referred       -         -         -         -         - 

a  bill  making  appropriations  for  deepening 
the  channel  o(,  and   for   repairing    Ply- 
mouth Beach,  reported  and  read  twice    - 
considered  ...... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        .         .         - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .         -         - 
Prince,  WiUiam,  of  Indiaua.  atieadei 
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Private    Land    Claims,     a    committee  on,    ap- 
pointed ------     798 

Private  Secretary.     (See  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.) 
Prize  Money,  Mr.  Cocke  submitted  a  resolution 
calling  for   information  as  to  the  amount 
of.  refunded  to  Government  by  the  agents  2318 
agreed  to  ------ 

a  mess.ige  with  a   report  in  reply,  laid  on 

the  table         

Provident  Association  of  Clerks,  a  bill  amenda- 
tory to  the  act  to  incorporate  the,  report- 
ed and  read  twice  -         -         -         -         - 
Public  Accounts.     (See  Accounts.) 
Public  Buildings,  the  committee  on  expenditures 
in  the,  appointed    -        .        -         -         - 
a  bill   makii)*?    appropriations  for   the,    re- 
ported ai:d  read  twice    -         -         -         - 
a  report  on  the  expenditure  of  money  appro- 
priated for  the,  laid  on  the  table 
Mr.   Conner  submitted  a  resolution  calling 
for  information  respecting  the   disburse- 
ment of  a  sum  of  money  appropriated  for 
supplying    the    President's     House    and, 

with  water,  &c 

agreed  to  ..---. 

a  report  in  reply 

Public  Debt,  so  much  of  the  Pre>i  lent's  Men- 
sage  as  relates  to  the  revenue  and,  refer- 
red          

the  Coarnittee  of  Ways  and  Means  in- 
btrucied  to  inquire  respecting  that  portion 
of  the.  which  will  l>e  reiinbur.^.jtle  Janu- 
ary, 182') 

Public    Ex[»enlitures,    the    CommittfC    on,    ap- 
pointed ...-.- 
Public  Lands,  the  Committee  on,  appointed 

(."See  Lnnda.) 
Public   Mjney,  Senate   bill    to  provide   for   the 

belter  security  of 

read  twice,  and  reierred     -         -  -  . 

reported  without  aniendinent 
Public  OtScers,  hrnato  l<iil  to  secure  the  accoun- 
tability of,  road  twi<  e  and  reJerred  - 
re]»orted  with  amendment  -         -         - 

Pu'rchasers  of  Publij  Lauds,  the  Committee  on 
Piiblic  Lauds  instructed  to  inquire  re- 
tfwtting  the  continuance  of  the  act  for 
the  relict  oi    - 

a  report  made 

recommitted       --.-.- 

a  bill  for  the  e\t.ngui»liment  of  debt  due  by 
the,  reported  and  read  twice    -         .         - 

ordered  to  the  third  read;.Tg         .         -  - 

read  tlie  thud  tiiae.  anA  passed 

Senate  bill  eJipi-jn.itory  of  said  act,  read 
twice  and  referred  .... 

reported  without  amendment      -         -         - 

ordered  to  the  third  reading^       ... 

read  tht  third  tune,  aiid  pa^^>ed 

a  letter  Iroiu  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
hhowing  t!.p  amount  due  by 

a  report  from  the  Coiuuus«ioner  ol  the  Laud 
Otiice  rei'poctiiig  the  construction  given 
to  the  act  for  the  relief  ol,  referred 

Senate  bill  for  the  collection  oi  debt  due  by, 
read  twice  and  reft-ried  ... 

reported  without  auACiiu;n«nt     ... 
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Quartermasters  the  Committee  on  Mditary  Af- 
fairs  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe 
diency  of  an  additional  number  of  - 
Quorum,  the  presence  of  a        -         -         _         , 
notification  of  the  presence  of  a,  in  the  Sen 
ate         -         -        .         . 
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Randolph,  John,  of  Virginia,  attended 

remarks  of,  on  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mrs 
Perry 

on     Mr.    Webster's    resolution    respecting 

n    T"'.  -        •         -         -         .    111,1114 

speech  of,  on  the  same       .         -         -         -  ii8i 
speech  of,  on  the  surveys  of  roads  and  canals  1296 
remarks  of.  on  the  Tariff  bill        1480,  2315   2.33(T 
sptech  of.  on  the  same       -        .         .        .  2357 
appendix  to  said  speech      ....  2379 
remarks  of,  on  adjournment       -         .         .   1^74 
on  the  addres*  of  Ninian  Edwards        2472  2475 
Kankin,  Mr.,  of  Massachusetts,  remarks   of,  on 
Mr.  Cook's  resolution  resj>ecting  the  ad- 
justment of  land  claims  .       876,  883.  885 
remarks  of,  on  the  Greek  cause  .         -   1158 
speech  of,  on  the  TarilFbill         .         .         .  2C02 
remarks  of.  on  the  bill  to  open  a  canal    be- 
tween the  Waliash  and  Miami 
Real    Estate,  Mr.  Tracy  submitted   a  resolution 
calling  for  information  in  relation  to,  pur- 
chased by  the  L'nited  States    - 
read  and  laid  on  the  table           -         .         . 
taken  up  and  agreed  to      - 
a  report  in  reply  laid  on  the  table 
.Mr.  VVarfield  submitted  a  resolution  calling 

tor  a  statement  of  the  purchases  of 
modified  and  agreed  to       -         -  .         - 

Recess,  a  resolution  fjr  daily,  reported,  debated, 
and  adopttd  •         -    '     -         .         .  J 

rescinded  -----. 

Reed,  John,  of  Mas.-achusett*.  attended    - 
remarks  of,  on  the  Tarill   bill      - 
speech  of.  on  the  .«ame       -         -         .         . 
Registers  and  Receivers,  Mr    Owen  submitted  a 
resolution  calling  for  information  respect- 
ing compensation  to       -         -         -         . 

agreed  to 

u  rejtort  in  reply,  r<*ferre  J  •         -         .         . 
a  letter  from  the  Secr^Hary  of  th(>  Treasury, 
with  sur.dry  statements  in  relation  to,  re- 
ferred     

other  intbrmation  on  the  same  subject,  re- 
ferred   ------. 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported   and  read 
twice     ---.... 

Kentrope,  J.,  of  Kentucky,  a  bill  to   repay,  for 
lands  crroneou^ly  sold,  reported  and  read 
twice     -----.. 

Revenue  and  Public  Debt.     (.See  Public  Debt.) 
Revisal  and  L'lifinished  Business,  the  committee 
on,  appointed         .         -         -         .         . 
Revolutionary  Soldiers, Mr.  Cushman  submitted 
a  resolution  to  extend  pensions  to  all  sur- 
viving   .---.-. 
laid  on  the  table         -         -         .         .         . 
Mr.  .McKean  presented   sundry   memorials 
in  relation  to  pensions  for  all,  laid  on  the 

table 2430, 

(a»t'e  Pensions.) 
Reynolds,  James  B.,  of  Tennessee,  attended 
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Rich,  Charles,  of  Vermont,  attended  - 

remarks    of,    on    his    resolution   respecting 
trade  with  the  Indians  .         .         . 

on  his  resolution  to  amend  the  Rules 

on  the  Greek  cause 

Richard,  Gabriel,  of  Michigan,  attended  -" 

(See  Contested  Election.) 
Richards,  John,  of  -\ew  York,  attended    . 
Richardson,  Landie,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  re- 
ported and  read  twice    -         -         .  '      , 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         .         ' 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Richmond.     (See  Vessels.) 
Riddick,  Thomas  F.,  Mr.  Scott  presented  the 
memonal  of,  agent  for  the  Bank  of  Mis- 
souri, referred         -         -         -         .         . 
Rio  Hondo  and  Sabine  rivers.     (See  Louisiana.) 
Kist,  Samuel,  a  bill  for  the  rehef  of,  reported  and 
read  twice     ---... 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Rives,  William  C,  of  Virginia,  attended 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  surveys  of  roads 
and  canals     ----.. 
remarks  of,  on  the   Senate  amendments  to 
the  Appropriation  bill     -         -         .         . 
Road,  a  bill  for  making  a,  from  Memphis  to  Lit- 
tle Rock,  reported  and  read    - 
or<lf  red  to  the  third  reading        -         .         . 
read  the  third  time,  and  considered    - 
recommitted      --.--. 
reported  with  amendments         ... 
read  the  third  lime,  and  passed 
the  committee  instructed  to  inquire  respect- 
ing a,  from  Pensacola  to  St.  Augustine, 
and  from  St.  Marks  to  Cape  Sable 
Mr.  \  ance  submitted  a  resolution  respecting 
a.  from  Detroit  to  the  Ohio  State  line, 
laid  on  the  tabic    ----- 
modified  and  agreed  to       -         -         -         - 
a  bill  opening  a,  fro.m  Mia.-ni  to  Detroit,  re- 
ported and  read  twice    -         -         .         - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
a  resolution  of  tfie  Legislature  of  Indiana 
praying  the    continuation   of  the,   from 
Wheeling  to  the  .Mississippi  river,  referred   1319 
a  bill  for  opening  u,  from    Wheel.ng  to  the 
seat  of  government  in  Missouri,  reported 
and  read  twice       -         .         -         -         . 
Senate  bill  for  a  military,  from  Fort  St.  Phi- 
lip to  Johnson's  Plantation    -         .         - 
referred     ----... 
reported  without  amendment      -         .         - 
the  committee  instructed  to  inquire  respect- 
ing a,  from  Detroit  to  Chicago 
a  bill   for  making  said,  reported  and  read 
twice 

and  Canals,  the  subject  of,  referred  to  a 

select  coimaittee     -         -         -         -         - 

a  bill  to  provide  for  surveys  and  estimates 

of,  reported  and  read  twice     -         .         . 

considered 990,  1005 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        .        .         -   104 1 

a  copy  of  the  bill 1042 

the  bill  laid  on  the  table      ....   1043 

taken  up  - 1053 

recommitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  1063 
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Rotdg  and  Canals— continued.  Page- 

considered      1217,  1233,  1264,  1296,  1324,  1344, 

1371,  1399,  1430,  1462 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         -  1471 
Bobbins,  Brintnel.a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice 848 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        .         -         -     877 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         -     887 
Robertson,  lea,  the  Committee  of  Claims  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  respecting  compensation  to, 
Joseph  Kosson,  and  Robert  Tolar   -        -   1676 
an  adverse  report  laid  on  the  table      -         -  1680 
Robinson,  Thomas,  fe'enate  bill  for  the  relief  of 

the  heirs  of 2699 

read  twice,  and  referred     -         -         .         -  2700 
reported    .------  2758 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         -  2759 

Roderick,  Anthony.     (8ee  Goldsmith,  Morris.) 

Rogers,  Thomas  J.,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended  -     793 

letter  of  resignation  from,  laid  on  the  table  2510 

Rose,  Robert  R.,  of  New  York,  attended    -         -     793 

Ross,  Thomas  R.,  of  Ohio,  attended  -         -        -     797 

remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  for  a  Delegate 

from  the  District  of  Columbia  -         -   1504 

on  the  Tariff  bill 1695 

RosBon,  Joseph.     (See  Robertson,  lea.) 
Rucker,  Elliot,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice       ...         -         -   1398 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  2497 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         -  2500 
Rules,  the  Orders  and,  of  last  session  adopted 

until  a  revision 796 

Mr.  Moore  submitted  a  resolution  to  amend 

the  thirteenth  standing  rule    -         -         - 

Mr.  Allen  moved  to  rescind  iLc  eighty-fourth 

rule 

agreed  to  ------- 

Mr.  Rich  submitted  a  rule  respecting  peti- 
tions on  the  Clerk's  table        -         -         - 
considered  and  laid  on  the  table 
Mr.  Cook  submitted  certain  amendments  to 

the 

referred 

reported  with  amendments         ... 

Mr.  Lloyd  submitted  a  resolution  to  expunge 

the  thirty-first  rule  -         .         .         . 

debated 

the  rule  amended 

Mr.   Condict  submitted  an  amendment  to 

the,  respecting  engrossed  bills 
laid  on  the  table 

8. 

Salem  Laboratory  Company,  Mr.  Crowninshield 
presented  the  memorial  of  Directors  of  the 
Salt,  instructions  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  respecting  a  repeal  of  the  act  lay- 
ing duty  on,  imported  -  .  .  827, 
Salt  Springs,  a  Message  from  the  President  trans- 
muting information  heretofore  requested 
by  the  House  in  relation  to,  lead  and  cop- 
per mines      

Sandford,  James  T.,  of  Tennessee,  attended 

remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill      ... 
Saunders,  Romulus  M.,  of  North  Carolina,  at- 
tended   

Scott,  Alexander,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of, 
read  twice  and  referred  -         -         -         . 
reported  ^ilhout  amendment     ... 
read  the  tmrd  time,  and  passed  - 
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Scott,  Hector.     (See  Lenox,  James.) 
Scott,  John,  of  Missouri,  attended     ...     794 
Seamen.     (See  Sick  and  Disabled  Seamen.) 
Seminole  War,   Senate  bill  explanatory  of  the 
art  for  the  relief  of  persons  engaged  in 

the 

read  and  referred       .         -         -         -         . 
reported  without  amendment     .         -         - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         -         -  2713 
Mr.  Cocke  presented  a  resolution  of  the  Le- 
gislature   of  Tennessee   respecting    pro- 
perty  lost  in  the,  referred         ... 
Sergeant-at-Arras,  Thomas  Dunn  appointed     - 
Sbaeller,  Jacob,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 
•  and  read  twice       .        -        -        -         . 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 
considered  ...--. 

rejected - 

Shakers,  an  adverse  report  made  on  the  petition 

of  the  Society  of 

Sbarpe,  Peter,  of  New  York,  attended 

remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill      -         -  1666,  1668 
Shattuck,  Jared,  .Mr.  Farrelly  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred 

Shepherd,  Mosep,  a  report  in  favor  of  the  claim 
of,  considered  ..... 

adopted 

Shields,  Thomas,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of    - 
read  twice,  and  referred     .... 
reported  without  amendment     .         -         - 
laid  on  the  table         ..... 
Sibley,  Jonas,  of  .Massachusetts,  attended 
Sibley.  Solomon,  a  bill  for  the  rtlief  of,  reported 
and  read  twice       ..... 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2504 
Sick  and  Disabled  Seamen,  Mr.  McKim  submit- 
ted a    resiolution   respecting,  laid   on  the 

table 

adopted     ....... 

a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State  in  rela- 
tion to,  laid  on  the  table         ... 
referred     .-----. 

a  bill  to  provide  for,  reported  and  read  twice   1754 
Sinking  Fund,  the  report  of  the  Commissioner 

of  the,  laid  on  the  table 
Skinner,  Ichabod  Lord,  Senate  bill   for  the  re- 
lief of    -         - 

read  twice,  and  referred     .... 
reported  without  amendment      ... 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ... 
ri'ad  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Slavery,  .Mr.  Breck  presented  a  petition  from  the 
'*  Pennsylvania  Society  "  praying  the  ab- 
olition of,  referred  .... 
the  committee  discharged  .... 
the  petition  laid  on  the  table      .         .         - 

Slave  Trade,  so  much  of  the  President's  Mes- 
sage as  relates  to  the  African,  referred  to 
a  telect  committee  .... 

Mr.  Mercer  Hubroitted  a  resolution  calling 
fur  information  respecting  negotiations 
with  foreign  Govcrnmentit  in  relation  to 
the 

a  message  in  reply,  received      ... 

referred 2090 

a  resolution  from  the  Legislature  of  Ohio 
respecting  the  abolition  of  the,  referred  -   1428 
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filave  Trade — continued.  p^.g 

the  committee  discharged  and  the  resolution 

laid  on  the  table ^qq 

the  committee  on  the  suppression  of  the, 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  amending  the  existing  lawa  for  the  ab- 
olition of  the  trade         -         .         .         .  igQg 
a  bin  respecting  the,  reported  .and  read  twice  2397 

2.197 
794 


a  copy  of  the  bill 

Sloane,  John,  of  Ohio,  attended       -        .        . 

Sloops  of  War,  Mr.  Poinsett  submitted  a  resolu- 

tion  respecting  additional        .         -         . 

agreed  to- 

a   bill  to    authoriie  the  building   of  ten  ad- 

tional,  reported  and  read  twice 
Senate  bill  for  additional,  read  twice  and 
referred  ----.. 

reported  without  amendment    - 
Slough,  Jacob,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 
and  read  twice       -         -         -         .         . 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         .         . 
read  the  third   time,  and  pas«ed 
Smith,  Arthur,  of  Virginia,  attended 
speech  of,  on  the  Greek  cause    - 
Smith.   Joseph,  a   bill  for  rtie  relief  of,  reported 
and  read  twice        -         -         .         .         . 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,   and  passed 
Smith,  Noah,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  - 

read  twice,  and  referred     -         -         .         . 
reported  with  amendments         -         -         . 
ordered  to  the  third  reading         ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Smith,  William,  of  Virginia,  attended 

speech  of,  on   the   Massachusetts  contested 
election 

Smyth,  Alexander,  of  Virginia,  attended  - 

speech  of,  on  the   bill    for  the   surveys  of 
roads  and  canals    ..... 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  for  adjourn- 
ment    --..... 
Snow,  Elisba,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice      .... 
South  American  Colonies.     (See  Spain.) 
tfouih  Carolina,  a  bill  to  alter  the  tunes  of  hold- 
ing the  circuit  court  in,  reported  and  read 

twice 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 

Mr.   Poinsett  presented  a  resolution  of  the 

Legislature  of,  in  relation  to  the  struggle 

of  Greece  for  independence,  laid  on  the 

table . 

Spaight,  Richard  D.. of  North  Carolina,  attended 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  survey  of  roads 

and  canals 

Spain,  Mr.  Mallary  submitted  a  resolution  call- 
ing for  inlormatiun  in   relation  to  the  de- 
sign of  foreign  Governments    to  aid,  in 
regaining  the  South  American  colonies  - 
agreed  to- 

a  message  in  reply,  referred       ... 
Mr.  Clay  submitted  a  similar  resolution 
Mr.  C.  requests  that  said  resolution  be  al- 
lowed to  remain  on  the   table 
Senate  bill  to  carry  into  effect  the  9ih  arti- 
cle of  the  treaty  with     - 
read  twice,  and  referred     -         .         -         - 
reported  without  amendment     ... 
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Speaker,  Henry  Clay  elected  -        . 
Spence,  John  S.,  of  Maryland,  attended    - 
Spermaceti  Whale  Fisheries.     (See  New  Bed- 
ford.) 
Standefer,  James,  of  Tennessee,  attended 
Staniford.  Thomas,  Senate  bill   for  the  relief  of, 
read  twice,  and  laid  on  the  table     - 
referred     ---.... 
reported  with  amendments        ... 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         -         . 
read  the  third  time,  and  paased 
St.  Anne's  Church.     (See  Detroit.) 
Stale  Department,  the  Committee  on  Expendi- 
tures in  the,  appointed  -         -         _         . 
St.  Augustine.     (See  Pensacola.) 
Sl   Clair,  General  Arthur,  Mr.  Jennings  pre- 
sented the  petiuon  of  Eliza  Dill,  daughter 
of,  in  behalf  of  herself  and  sisters  - 
Slealy,  John,  an  adverse   report  on  the  case  of, 
laid  on  the  table  •.-._' 
Steam  Vessels.     (See  Vessels.) 
St.  Helena  Courthouse,  a  bill  in  relation  to  ti- 
tles and  claims  to  lands  in  Jackson,  re- 
ported and  read  twice    -         -         .         . 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Senate    bill  supplementary    to   the   several 
acts  respecting  land  claims  in,  and  Jack- 
son courthouse      .... 
(See  Pre-emption.) 
Stephenson,  James,  of  Virginia,  attended 
Sterling,  Ansel,  of  Connecticut,  attended - 
Stetson,  Amasa,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the 

relief  of 

read  twice,  and  referred      .... 
reported  with  amendments  .         -         . 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -        . 
Stevenson,  Andrew,  of  Virginia,  attended 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mrs. 

Perry    --.-... 

on  the  resolutions  in  relation  to  the  intended 

visit  of  Lafayette 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  surveys  of  roads 

and  canals     •-.... 

remarks  of,  upon  Mr.  Martindale's  speech 

on  the  Tariff  bill  ....  i656,  1657 

Stewart,  Andrew,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended     -     797 

speech   of,  on  the   bill  for  the   surveys  of 

roads  and  canals 1246 

remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill     -  1500,  1613 

speech  of,  on  the  same       ....  2271 
remarks  of,  on   the  bill  for  improving  the 
navigation  of  the  Ohio   and  Mississippi 

rivers 8583,  2687 

St.  John's  River,  a  bill  for  opening  a  canal  be- 
tween the  bay  of  St.  Augustine  and,  re- 
ported and  read  twice    .... 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
St.  Mary's  River.     (See  Charleston.) 
Stock,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  purchase  of  seven 
per  cent,  reported  and  read  twice  - 
considered  ---... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
amendments  received  .... 
read  and  concurred  in       •        -        -        - 
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Stock — continued.  Page, 

a  bill  authorizing  the  creatit>n  of,  fur  the 
Florida  treaty  awards,  reported  and  read 
twice     -        -        •         -        -         -         -     957 

considered 25.52 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         •         -  2555 
read  the  third  time,  and  debated  -         -  2559 

passed       -.....-  2575 
a  bill  to  authorize  the  exchange  of,  bearing 
an  interest  of  five  per  cent.,  for  that  bear- 
ing interest  of  six  per  cent.,  reported  and 

read  twice 1856 

considered         .---..  2705 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         -         -  2707 
Stoddard,  Ebenezer.  of  Connecticut,  attended  -     793 
Stone,  John,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War 

on  the  petition  of,  laid  on  the  table  •   I6I9 

Storehouses,  a  bill  to  extend  the  rigbt,of  deposite 
in,  to  other  goods  besides  wines,  teas  and 
spirits,  reported  and  read  twice       -         •  1551 
Storrs,  Henry  R.  of  New'  York,  attended  -     793 

remarks  of,  on   Mr.   Breck's  resolution  re> 

specting  commerce  with  Greece      -         -     872 
speech  of,  on  the  New  York  contested  elec- 
tion        946 

on  the  bill  for  surveys  of  road«*  and   canals  1282 
on  the  Massachusetts  contested  election      •   1832 

Strain,  Robert,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 
and  read  twice        .         .         .         .         - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  ^he  third  time,  and  passed  .         -         - 
Strong,  James,  of  New  York,  attended     - 

speech  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill        .         .         - 
Stroud,  Joseph.     (See  Carvtr,  Jonathan.) 
Supplies,  &c.,  Mr.  Floyd  submitted  a  resolution 
calling    for    information   respecting    the 
transportation  of,  and  payment  for  - 
agreed  to  nem.  con.  -         -         -         -         . 
a  message  in  reply  laid  on  the  table  - 

Supreme  Court,  Mr.  Trimble  submitted  a  reso- 
lution respecting  a  more  speedy  publica- 
tion of  the  decisions  of  the,  agreed  to     - 

Mr.  Webster  submitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing suits  in  the      .         .         .         .         - 

read,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole 

a  hill  to  alter  the  time  of  holding  the  ses- 
sions of  the,  reported      .... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Surgeons  and  Surgeons'  Mates,  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs  instructed  to  inquire  as 
to  the  due  apportionment  of  pay  to 

the  committee  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  providing  for  the  instruc- 
tion of  junior        .         .         .        -         - 

Surveyor's  Office,  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  establishing  a,  in  each  State 
and  Territory         .         -         .         .         - 

Swan,  Samuel,  of  Sew  Jersey,  attended    - 

Sylvester,  Nathaniel,  a  bill  for  the  benefit  of, 
reported,  and  read  twice  ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Symmes,  John  Cleves.  the  Speaker  presented  a 
memorial  of,  and  Thomas  S.  Hinds,  in 
relation  to  the  occupancy  of  certain  tern- 
tory  between  the  Rocky  Mountains  and 
the  Pacific  Ocean,  referred     - 
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Symmes,  John  Cleves — continued.  Page 

Mr.  Gftzlay  submitted  a  resolution  calling 
for  information  respecting  a  township  in 
Symmes's  patent  .         .         -         -        . 

agreed  to  ...... 

a  message  transmitting  a  report  in  reply, 
laid  on  the  table     -         •         -         .         . 

Mr  Gazlay  submitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing the  appointment  of  a  trustee  to  carry 
into  effect  an  act  respecting  the  grant  of  2503 

read  and  referred       -         -         .         .         .  255tt 
(See  Miami  Purchase.) 

T. 

Tait,  Charles,  the  Speaker  presented  a  petition 
of  Edwin  Lewis  praying  an  inquiry  into 
the  official  conduct  of,  laid  on  the  table  - 

Taliaferro,  John,  of  Virginia,  attended 

Tallow  Chandlers,  Mr.  Cambreleng  presented  a 

memorial  of  the,  of  New  York  combatting 

the  New  Bedford  petition  respecting  the 

sperm  whale  fishery        .... 

Tanner's  Atlas,  a  resolution  from  the  Senate 
to  furnhi^Leacb  American  Minister  and 
Charge  wim>f  copy  of  ... 

read  twice,  and  laid  on  the  table 

Tariff,  so  much  of  the  President's  .Message  as 
relates  to  a  revision  of  the,  referred 
petitions  praying  a  revision  of  the 


1202 


807 


2696 
2697 


-     799 
842,  843, 
886,  10^3 

petitions  against  the  passage  of  the  bill  1427,  1428 

1487,  1551,  1593,  1628,  167.'>,  1681,  17.38,  173» 

Mr.l'od  submitted  a  comparative  statement 

of  the  present        ..... 

Mr.  Hamilton  submitted    a  resolution  fdr  a 
detailed  revision  of  the  existing,  by  next 
session  ....... 

read,  and  laid  on  the  table          ... 
(See  Duties  un  Imports.) 
Tattnall,  Edward  F.,  of  Georgia,  attended 
Taylor,  George,  Mr.  Mercer  presented  the  peti- 
tion of 

laid  oa  the  table 

Taylor,  John  W.,  of  New  York,  attended 

remarks  of.  on  declining  to  be  a  candidate 
for  the  Speaker's  chair  -          -         .          - 
on  a  resolution  respecting  a  delegate   from 
the  District  of  Columbia         ... 
on  the  Tariff  bill       -         -         - 
on  the  Address  of  Ninian  Edwards    - 
Ten  Eyck,  Egbert,  of  New  York,  attended 
Tennessee,  .Mr.  Cocke  presented  a  resolution  of 
the  Legislature  of,  in  relation  to  property 
lost  in  the  Seminole  war,  referred  - 
.Mr.  Alexander  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of,  concerning  lands  for  edu- 
cational purposes  -         •         .         -         - 
laid  on  the  table     ' 

Tennessee  and  Coosa  Rivers,  the  Committee  en 
Roads  and  Canals  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  opening  a  canal 
between  -         - 

a  report  thereon  laid  on  the  table 

Test,  John,  of  Indiana,  attended 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  create  stock  for  the 
Florida  Treaty  awards   -         .         -         - 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  a  canal  between 
the  Wabash  and  Miami  rivers         -         -  258S 
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Thomas,  John,  and  Company,  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of,  reported  and  read  twice 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  parsed  ... 
Thomas,  Philemon,  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
.Means  instructed  to  inquire  info  the  expe- 
diency of  providing  payment  for,  Benja- 
min P.  Thomas  and  Lewis  Craig  - 
Thompson,  Philip,  of  Kentucky,  attended 
Thompson,  Wiley,  of  Georgia,  attended    - 
Thooft,  Bernard,  a  bill  for  issuing  debentures  to, 
reported  and  read  twice  ... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  parsed  - 

Tod,  John,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended 
speech  of,  on  the  Tariffbill 

remarks  of,  on  the  same    1498,  1513,  1516,  1526, 
1544,  154C,  1589,  1669,  1691,  1740,  1741,  1742, 

1751,  1752,  1868,  2175 
speech  of,  on  the  same       -         .         .         .  2214 
remarks  of,  on  the  question  of  adjourn- 
ment     •-.....  2599 
Tolar,  Robert.     (See  Robertson,  lea.) 
Tomlmson,  Gideon,  of  Connecticut,  attended    -     793 
remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill        1493,  1506,  1900 

Tompkins,  Daniel  D.,  a  .Message  from  the  Pre- 
sident in  relation  to  the  accounts  of,  re- 
ferred    --..... 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported  and  read 
twice 

considered  ...... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

a  message  from  the  President  in  relation  to 
the  claims  of,  referred     .... 

a  report  made  in  full  .... 

considered  --.-.. 

agreed  to  

another  Message  from  the  President  in  re- 
lation to  the  claims  of,  read    . 

reJerred     ....... 

a  bill  making  appropriations  to  pay  a  cer- 
tain ^um  to,  reported  and  read  twice 

considered  ....  2677,  2685 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         -         .  2693 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -  2697 

Top,  John,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported  and 

read  twice 2457 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2505 

read  the  third  lime,  and  passed  -         .         .  2506 
Townley,  John  F.     (See  Etc/ava,  Don  Miguel.) 
Townsend,  William,  a  bill  for  the  relief  ot,  re- 
ported and  read  twice     ....  2675 
Tracy,  Albert  H.,  oi  New  York,  attended  -     832 

remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  i>ili        1492,  1495,  1499 

1693 

remarks  of,  on  the  .appropriation  bill 

Treasury  Department,  the  Committee  on  Expen- 
dilures  in  the,  appointeJ         ... 

a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the,  with  an 
estimate  of  appropriations,  referred 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the,  with  a 
printed  copy  of  receipts  and  expenditures, 
laid  on  the  table    .         -         .         -         - 

Trimble,  David,  of  Kentucky,  attended     - 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Dan- 
iel D.  Tompkins S23 
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Trimble,  David — continued.  Patei. 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  opening  certain 
roads  in  Florida 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Buchanan's  resolution 
in  relation  to  a  monument  for  Wash- 
ington   

remarks  of,  on  the  Tariffbill       1481,  1482,  1494, 

1498,  1519,  1614,  1661 
speech  oi,  on  the  occupying  claimant  laws 

of  Kentucky 2535 

Tucker,  George,  of  Virginia,  attended       .        .     794 
,    remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  surveys  of  roads 

and  canals  --..'..  1332 
remarks  of,  on  the  Tariffbill  .  .  -2336 
remarks  of,  on  the  Address  of  Ninian  Ed- 

^"•■ds 2450,2453 

speech  of,  on  the  Beaumarchais  Claim        -  2588 
Tucker,  Starling,  of  .North  Carolina,  attended  -     794 
Tuscaloosa,   a  bill  granting  certain  privileges  to 
the   corporation   of,    reported    and   read 
twice     ----.. 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  • 
Tuscarawas  County,  a  bill  providing  for  the  dis- 
pcsilion  of  three  tracts  of  land  in,  report- 
ed and  read  twice 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Tyson,  Jacob,  of  New  York,  attended 


2616 
2709 


2026 

2607 

2617 

793 


Udree,  Daniel,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended  -        -     793 
Unfinished    Business,  the   Committee   on,   ap- 
pointed  2457 

their  report  made  and  adopted   -         .         .  2487 
the  Clerk  directed  to  prepare  a  hst  of,  and 
to  send  a  copy  to  each  member  by  mail  2766 
United  Brethren,  .Mr.  Wright  submitted  a  reso- 
lution calling  for  information  respecting 
the  title  of  the,  to  land  in  Ohio       -         -  1528 

laid  on  the  table 1552 

agreed  to jgei 

a  message  in  reply,  referred       ...  1906 
a  report  made    .--.-.  2026 

V. 

Vaccination,  the  Speaker  presented  a  memorial 
oi  Dr.  James  Smith  respecting  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  vaccine  agent,  referred    •  1428 

a  report  made 1739 

a  bill  to  encourage,  reported  and  read  twice  1740 
Vance,  John,  of  Ohio,  attended         -         -         .     794 
remarks   of,  on    a   bill  respecting  costs  in 

suits  by  patentees 908 

remarks  of,  on  the  Tariffbill      ...  1696 
Vance,  Robert  B.,  of  North  Carolina,  attended     794 
Vandalia,  Mr.  Cook  submitted  a  resolution  call- 
ing for  information  respecting  the  robbery 
01  the  laiid  oflice  at         -         -         .         .     828 

agreed  to 830 

report  in  reply,  referred     -        -         -         -  1165 

a  report  made 1550 

committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  John 

H.  Piatt '     .  1661 

Van  Rensselaer,  Stephen,  of  New  York,  at- 
tended   793 

Van  Syckel,  Elijah,   a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  re- 
ported and  read  twice    -        -        .         .  1551 
Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  -         -         -  2396 

read  twice  and  referred      ....  2431 
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Van  Syckel,  Elijah — continued. 

bill  reported  without  amendment 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         - 
Van  Wyck,  William,  ol  ISew  York,  attended    - 
Venabie,  Sarah,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of,  and 

Jane  Morgan  .....   1766 

read  twice,  and  referred  ....  1769 
reported  without  amendment  -  -  -  1793 
amended,  and  laid  on  the  table  •        -         .  2508 

Vessels,  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
granting  bounty  to  certain      ...  2172 
a  bill  to  allow  bounty  to,  employed  in  the 

cod  fisheries,  reported  and  read  twice      -  2465 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       -         -         .  24SI 
read  the  third  time,  anu  passed  .         -         -  248T 
the  Committee  on  Commerce  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  exempting, 
employed   in  canals  in    >iew  York,  from 
the  necessity  of  being  licensed         -         -  2295 
a  report  made  that  it  is  inexpedient   -         -  2461 
concurred  in      -----         -  2465 

a  bill  to  authorize  masters  of.  to  clear  out 
at  Peterstjurg  or  Richmond,  reported  and 
read  twice     -        -         -         -         -         -  2-130 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -  24dl 

amendments  received  and  concurred  in       -  2712 
Mr.  Vinton  submitted  a  resolution  in  rela- 
tion to  steam  .....  2G7l> 

agreed  to,  and  referred       ....  2670 

a  report  made,  accompanied  by  a  bill  regu- 
lating steamboats,  read  twice  -         -  2694 

considered 2707 

postponed  until  next  session      -         .         .  2709 
Mr.  Coodict  submitted  a  resolution  in  rela- 
tion to  disasters  on  steam       ...  2765 
agreed  to 2766 

Vinton,  Samuel  F.,  of  Ohio,  attended        -        -     794 
remarks   of,   on   his   resolution    respecting 

steam  vessels 2670 

Virginia,  a  bill  to  alter  the  judicial  districts  of, 

reported  and  read  twice  ...   1765 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -  267  G 

a  Message  irom  the  President  in  relation  to 

the  claim  of,  for  certain  advances,  referred  2295 
the  committee  discharged  and  the  Message 

laid  on  the  table 2317 

Virginia  Military  Land  Warrants.     (5*ee  Ohio.) 

W. 

Wabash  and  Miami  rivers,  a  bill  to  open  a  car.a! 

between  the,  reported  and  read       -         -     8C9 
considered  -         -         -  25S4,  2600,  2603 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  2604 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2606 

Wade,  Elisha,  an  adverse  report  on  the  base  of, 

laid  on  the  table 913 

War  Department,  the  Committee  on  Expendi- 
tures in  the,  appointed    -         -         -         -     '«99 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the,  transmit- 
ting a  statement  of  contracts,  laid  on  the 

table 1313 

Ward  Samuel.     (Het  Chandler,  Waiter  S.) 
Warfield,  Henry  R.,  of  Maryland,  attended        -     797 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolutions  in  regard   to 

the  intended  visit  of  Lafayette         -         -   1104 
remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill      ...   ni;s 
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remarks  of,  on  the  adjournment 
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Washington,  Mr.  Breck  submitted  a  resolution 
fur  the  purchase  of  Peale'it  portrait  of, 
read       ....... 

read  the  second  time  .... 

referred     ---..-- 

amendments  reported         .... 

the  Committee  oi;  Public  Buildings  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
purchasing  three  of  Capellano's  bust*  of  2480 

a  report  made  and  concurred  in  -         -  2499 

Washington,  City  of,  Mr.  .Mercer  presented  the 
petition  of  the  Corporation  of,  praying 
amendments  to  the  act  of  incorporation, 
referred  ...... 

a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  tu  incorpo- 
rate, reported  and  read  twice 

ordered  to  the  third  reading         ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

amendments  received  -         .         .         - 

re.-td  and  referred        -         .         -         .         . 

agreement  reported  and  adopted 

Mr.  Wright  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
Provident  Association  of  Clerks  m,  pray- 
ing a  moditication  of  the  act  incorporating 
■aid  Association,  referred 

a  select  committee  appointed  to  report  con- 
cerning the  sale  of  lots  in        ... 

a  report  made    -.-.-. 

considered  ...... 

concurred  in     -----         - 

Washington  Canal  Company,  a  report  of  the. 
referred  -.-... 

Wayne.  Lsaac.  of  Pennsylvania,  attended  - 
Ways  and  .Means,  the  Committee  of,  appointed 
Webster,  Daniel,  of  .MassachusettH,  attended     - 

remarks  of,  on  olTering  his  resolution  for 
sending  an  Agent  to  Greece  -         -         - 

speech  of.  on  the  same       ...  1084,  1190 

remarks  of.  in  reply  to  Mr.  Poinsett's  motion 
to  defer  the  consideration  of  said  resolu- 
tion         

on  Mr.  Brock's  resolution  in  relation  to  com 
merce  with  Greece  ... 

on  a  bill  concerning  marshals'  fees 

on  the  bill  respecting  costs  in  suits  bv  paten- 
tees         '894.932,931 

on  a  report  res|>ecting  a  system  of  bank- 
ruptcy   89.'> 

on  submitting  a  resolution  in  relation  to 
bankruptcy 2762 

on  the  Tarifl  bill     1695,  1699.  1701,  1867,  1869. 

1888,  1904 

speech  of,  on  the  same       .... 

remarks  of,  on  the  Address  of  Ninian  Ed- 
wards   ....  2451.  2473, 

on  the  Occupying  Claimant  laws  of  Ken- 
tucky   ...---- 

on  the  adjournment    -         -         2599.  2650. 

Wells,  Bezaleel,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 
and  read  twice        ..... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading         ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .         -         . 
West  Baton  Rouge.      (J^ee  Rutin  Rouge.) 
Weot  Florida.     (See  Florida.) 
Weymouth,  Dean,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  - 

read  twice  and  referred       .... 

reported  without  amendments    .         .         - 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        .         .         - 
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Weymouth,  Dean — continued. 

bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed     • 
the  Senate  disagree  to  the  amendments 
the  House  recede  therefrom        .         .         . 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported  and   read 

twice 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         .         . 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .         .         . 
Wharton,  Samuel,  a  bill  for  the  rehef  of,  report- 
ed, and  read  twice  -         .         .         . 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        .         .         . 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         .         . 
Wheat,  the  Committee  on  Commerce  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  impos- 
ing a  duty  on  imported  -         -         .         . 
Wheaton,  Joseph,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 
and  read  twice       -         .         .         .         . 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        .         .         . 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .         .         . 
Wheeling.     (See  Road.) 

W'hipple,  Thomas,  of  ISew  Hampshire,  attended 
W'hite,  David,  of  Kentucky,  attended 
White,  John,  .Mr.   Herrick   presented  the  peti- 
tion of 

White,  Joseph  M.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  and 

William    Davidson,   reported    and   read 

twice     ----... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        .         .         . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .         .         . 

White.  Samuel,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of 

read  twice,  and  referred      .         -         .         . 

reported  without  amendment      .         .         . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .         .         . 
Whitman,  Lemuel,  of  Connecticut,  attended     - 
Whittlesej  ,  Elisha,  of  Ohio,  attended 
Wicklifle,  Charles  A.,  of  Kentucky,  attended    . 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mrs. 
Perry 

on  the  Tariff  bill       -         -  1488    1613, 

on  the  Senate  amendments  to  the  Appropri- 
ation bill        --.... 

tpeech  of,  on  the  Occupying  Claimant  laws 
of  Kentucky 

remarks  of,  on  the  adjournment 
Widows  and  Orphans.     (See  Pensions.) 
*'  \N  illiam,"  a  bill  to  authorize  a  register  for  the 
brig,  reported  and  read  twice 

considered  ...... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      ,.         .         . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         .         - 
Williams,  Isaac,  of  New  York,  attended  - 
Williams,  Jared,  of  Virginia,  attended 

(See  Conteited  Election.) 
Williams,  Lewis,  ot  >i'orth  Carolina,  attended   - 

speech  of,  on  the  Tariff  b.ll         ... 
Williams,  Thomas,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  re- 
ported and  read  twice    .... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Wilmot,  John,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 
and  read  twice       -         .         .         -         . 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Wilson,  Isaac,  of  New  York  attended 

(See  Contested  Election.) 
Wilson,  James,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended 
Wilson,  John,  ©f  South  Carolina,  attended 
Wilson,  Henry,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended 
Wilson,  William,  of  Ohio,  attended 
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Wood,  Joseph,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 
and  referred  ---... 

reported  without  amendment     .        -         . 

ordered  to  the  third  reading         ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Wood,  Silas,  of  New  York,  attended 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  relief  of  Daniel  D. 
Tompkins      - 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.   Breck's   resolution   re- 
specting commerce  with  Greece       -     871,872 

on  Mr.  Webster's  resolution  for  sending  an 
Agent  to  Greece    -         -         -         .         . 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill   for  the  surveys  of 
roads  and  canals    -         -         .         .         . 

speech  of.  on  the  Tariff  bill        ... 
Woods,  William,  of  New  York,  attended 

a  certificate  of  the  election  of,  presented  and 
referred 

Woollen  Manufactures,  Mr.  Webster  presented 
a  petition  of  the  manufacturers  of  Massa- 
chusetts, praying  an  additional  duty  on 

foreign,  referred 

Mr.  Eddy  presented  a  similar  petition  from 
Rhode  Island,  referred  -         .         -         - 

Wooster,  General  David,  Mr.  Tomlinson   sub- 
mitted a  resolution  calling  for  information 
respecting  monument  to        -        -         - 
agreed  to  ...... 

Wright,  John  C,  of  Ohio,  attended 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  costs  in 
suits  by  patentees  .... 

remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill      -  1502,  1745 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  relief  of  Daniel  D. 

Tompkins 

Wyandot  Indians,  a  bill  resen'ing  a  certain  tract 
of  land  to  the.  reported  and  read  twice    • 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
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Yandes,  Peter,  a  bill  for  the   relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice 1768 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2500 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .         -  2504 

Yeas  and  Nays,  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  for 

the  relief  of  Jacob  Schaeffer  -  -  -  888 
on  admitting  Parmenio  Adams  to  a  seat  -  944 
on  the  engrossment  of  the  bill   for  surveys 

of  roads  and  canals  ....  1041 
on  a  motion  to  recommit  said  bill  -  -  1463 
on  its  indefinite  postponement  .  -  -  1467 
on  the  third  reading  ....  1468 

on  tlie  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 

military  service      -         -         -         -         -1617 

on  amending  the  thirty-first  rule         -         -  1776 

on  the  Appropriation  bill  -         -  1782,  1959 

on  the  Massachusets  Contested  Election  -   1855 

on  amendments  to  the  Tariff  bill    -         -  2235. 

2255,    2257,    2287,   2289,    2290,    2291,    2293, 

2394,  2310,    2311,    2313,   2314,    2316,   2327, 

2328,  2329,  2332,  2337,  2341,  2342,  2343 

on  laying  said  bill  on  the  table  -         .         -  2427 

on  its  final  passage 2429 

on  Senate  amendments  to  said  bill  2621,  2626, 

2627,  2628.  2633,  2634 
on  agreeing  with  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee of  conference  -         .         -  2673.  2674 
on   Mr.  Owens'  resolution    respecting    the 
effect  of  the  Tariff"  bill    -         1623,1629,1681 
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2463 
2469 


-  2470 


Yeas  and  Nays — continued.  Page 

on  finking  oat  a  certain   appropriation  in 

the  Fortification  bill       .         .         .         - 
on  a  motion  to  recommit  said  bill 
on  referring  the  joint  resolution  respecting 

the  adjournment    -         -         .         - 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 

of  Daniel  D.  Tompkins 
on  the  passage  of  the  bill  for  relief  of  certain 

persons  who  imported  goods  into  Castine  2548 
on  the  postponement  of  the  bill   to  create 

Block  for  the  Florida  Treaty  awards      -  2555 


2501 


Yeas  and  Nays — continued.  Page. 

on  the  passage  of  said  bill         -         .         .  2574 

on  the  passage  of  the  bill  for  the  improre- 

ment  of  the  navigation   of  the  Ohio  and 

Mississippi  rivers  -         -         -         -         - 

on  the  passage  of  the  Post  Office  bill 

on  amendments  to  the   bill   for  Daniel  D. 

Tompkins     ------ 

on  the  passage  of  saiJ  bill 
on  the  passage  of  the  bill  to  fix  the  western 
boundary  of  ArkaQ-^as    -         -         - 


2596 
2683 

2693 
2697 

-  2761 


APPENDIX  — PUBLIC  DOCUMENTS,  ACTS,  &c. 


A.  Page.  1 

Alabama,  an   act  for  the  survey  of  public   and 

private  lands  in  the  southern  part  of        -  3200 

an  act  for  the  better  organization   of  the 
district  courts  in 3202 

an  act  declaring  the  consent  of  Coni^rcss 

to  certain  acta  of 3218 

Alexandria,  an  act  to  confer  certain  powers  on 

the  levy  court  of 3247 

an  act  further  to  regulate  the  inspectiou  of 

flour  in 3273 

American  Manufactures,  a  memorial  from  Penn- 

ayivania  praying  the  encouragement  of  -  3172 
Appropriations,  an  act  making,  for  Uongreis     -  3196 

an  act  making,  for  the  military  service  3200,  3266 

an  act  making,  for  the  support  of  Govern- 
ment      3204 

an  act  making,  for  the  Navy      -         •         -  3214 

an  act  making,  for  fortifications         •         -  3216 
Arkansas,  an  act  to  furnish,  \^ith  an  abstract  of 

military  bounty  lands     -         -         .         -  3193 

an  act  confirming  certain  acts  of  the  Gov- 
ernor of 3212 

an  act  to  fix  the  western   boundary  line  of  3241 

an  act  concerning  claimants  to  landji   in, 
and  Missouri 3259 

an   act  to  extinguish  the  Quapau  title  to 
lands  in 3269 

an  act  respecting  pre-emption  rights  in       -  3275 
Auction  Sales,  a  memorial  from  the  citizens  of 

Baltimore  m  relation  to  -         -         -  3128 

B. 

Baltimore,  a  memorial  from   the  merchants  and 

others  of,  respecting  auction  sales  -         -  3128 
a  Qiemorial  from  citizens  of,   in    relation  to 
the  tariff 3159 

Bankruptcy,  a  memorial  from  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  of  Philadelphia  respecting  an 
uniform  s-ystem  of  -         -         -         -  3112 

Baton  Rouge,  an   act  respecting  a  public  lot  at  3259 

Boston,  a  memorial  from,  against  the  Tariff  bill  3079 
a  memorial  from,  in  relation  to   the  pros- 
pects, &c.,  of  the  Greeks         ...  3107 

Burial  Ground,  an  act  for  enclosing  the  Con- 
gressional        3218 


Capitol,  an   act  making  appropriations  for  fur- 
nishing the  rooms  in  the         -         -         -  3251 


Page. 

Charleston.  South  Carolina,  a   memorial    from, 

against  the  Tariff  -----  3075 
an  act  for  the  survey  of  the  harbor  of,    8t. 
.Mary,  and  the  coast  of  Florida        -         -  3273 

Clerks,  an  act  to  authorize  the  employment  of 
an  additional  number  of,  in  the  several 
Departments  -----  3235 

Cocke,  William,  an  act  to  compensate      -         -  3240 

Cod  Fisheries,  an  act  to  allow  bounty  in  certain 

cases  to  vessels  employed  in  the     -         -  3243 

Columbia  Institute,  an   act  for   the    benefit    of 

the 3214 

Columbus,  a  resolution  providing  a  place  of  de- 
posite  for  the  portrait  of,  and  for  the  dis- 
tribution of  a  number  of  copies  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence  -         -  3279 

Commerce,  a  report  of  the  Cornmillee  of,  re- 
specting commerce  with  Great  Britain  -  3065 

Congress,  an  act  making  appropriations  for       -  3196 

Connecticut,  a  memorial  from  the  merchants  of, 

concerning  manufactures,  &c.         -         -  3124 

Cotton    Manufacturern,    a    memorial  from    the, 

of  Rhode  Island 3114 

D 

Debt,  an  act  for  the  relief  of  persons  imprisoned 

for 3195 

an  act  supplementary  to  the  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  persons  imprisoned  tor  -         -  3214 

Declaration  of  Independence.      (See  Columbus.) 

District  of  Columbia,  an  act  to  alter  the  limes  of 

holding  the  courts  m  the         -         -         -  3218 
an  act  to  regulate  the  fees  of  the  registers 
of  wills  in  the 3215 

Donnelson,  John,  an  act  for  the  rehef  of,  Ste- 
phen Heard,  and  others  -         -         -  4243 

Duties,  an  act  concerning,  on  tonnage  and  im- 
ports       3193 

an  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  imposing, 
on  imports     ..--.-  3221 


Edwardsville  and  Springfield,  an  act  to  define 

the  boundary  line  between     ...  ."203 


Florida,  an  act  for  the  settlement  of  private  land 

claims  m       -         -         -         -         •         -  31 98 
an  act  for  opening  certain  roads  in     -         -  3199 


i 


CXXXlll 


INDEX. 


C.XXXIV 


Public  Documents^  Acts,  ^c. 


Florida — continued.  Page, 

an  act  giving  sanction  to  certain  acta  of  the 

Legislature  of 3213 

an  act  providing  land  for   the  Seat  of  Gov. 

ernment  of 3232 

an  act  granting  donations   of  land  to  cer- 
tain actual  settlers  in     -         -         -         -  3267 
an  act  for  the  survey  of  the  coast  of  -         -  3273 
Fortifications,  an  act  making  appropriations  for 

certain 3216 

French  Spoliations,  copies  of  the  correspon- 
dence called  for  l>y  Congress  in  relation  to  2936 

G. 

General  Land  Office,  an  actio  authorize  the  em- 
ployment of  certain  assistants  in  the      -  3204 

Government,  an  act  making  afipropriations  for 

the  support  of 3204 

Great    Britain,   a   report    respecting    commerce 

with 3065 

Greece,  certain  documents  called  for  by  Con- 
gress in  relation  to  the  condition  and  pros- 
pects of 2917 

a  memorial  from  New  York   respecting  the 

independence  of 3105 

a  memorial  from  Boston   in  relation  to  the 
prospects  of 3107 

Gregory,  Lieutenant  Francis,  an  act  rewarding 
the  officers  and  crews  of  two  boats  under 
the  command  of 3217 

H 

Heard.  Stephen,  an  act  for  the  relief  of    -         -  3243 
Hogan,  John  B.,  an  act  to  repeal  an  act  for  the 

relief  of  -         -         -         •      .  -         -  3217 

I. 

Illinois,  an  act  to  alter  the  times  of  holding  the 

District  Court  in 3213 

Indian  Tretties,  an  act  to  enable  the  President 

to  bold  treaties  with  certain  Indians         -  3228 
an  act  tor  carrying  into  effect  certain         -  3271 

J. 

Johnson,  John  T  ,  an  act  for  the  relief  of  -  3240 

Jones,  (te<:>rge,  and  others,  a  memorial  of,  against  I 

any  alteration  of  the  Tariff    -         -         -  3155 


Louisiana,  an  act  supplementary  to  the  act  con- 
cerning lands  in,  lying  between  the  Rio 
Hondo  and  Sabine  rivers  -  .  . 
an  act  to  regulate  the  mode  of  practice  in 
the  courts  of  -         .         .         . 

Ludlow's  and  Roberts'  lines,  an  act  respecting 
lands  l>elween        .         .         -         - 


Page. 


3253 


-  3271 


-  3248 


M. 


Kentucky,  an   act  to  change  the   terms  of  the 

District  Court  in 3204 

an    act  to  change   the  terms  of  the  Circuit 
and  District  Courts  in    -         -         -         -  3213 

L. 

Land  Claims,  an  act  concerning,  in  Florida      -  3198 
an    act    concerning,  in    .Missouri    and  Ar- 
kansas   3259 

Land   Offices,  an  act  supplementary  to  the  act 

to  provide  for  the  correction  of  errors  in  3239 
an  act  to  establish  one  in  Missouri     -         •  3265 

Lands,  an  act  changing  the  mode  of  surveying, 

on  any  river,  bayou,  or  water  course       -  3232 
an    act  to  provide  for  the  sale  of,  conveyed 
to  ihe  United  States  in  certain  cases       -  3274 

Lafayette,  a  resolution  in  relation  to  an  in- 
tended visit  of  the  Marquis  de        -         -  3279 

Library  of  Congress,  an  act  making  an  appropri- 
ation for  the  use  of  the,  and  for  furnish- 
ing the  rooms  m  the  Capitol  -         -  3251 

Lighthouses,  Beacons,  6tc.,  an  act  to  authorize 

the  building  of  certain    -         -         -         -  3254 


Manufactures,  a  memorial  from  the  Pennsylva- 
nia Society  for  the  encouragement  of      -  3172 

Marshals,  Clerks,  «&c.,  an  act  to  repeal  in  part 

an  act  to  lessen  the  compensation  of      -  3201 

Maryland,  an   act  to   alter  the  times  of  holding 

the  ('ircuil  Court  for  the  fourth  circuit  in  3272 

Memphis,  an  act  making  a  road  from,  to  Little 

Rock 3195 

Miami,  an  act  to  authorize  the  opening  of  a  road 

from,  to  Detroit 3251 

Miami  river.     (See  Wabash.) 

Michael,  John,  an  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs 

of 3197 

Military  Land  Warrants,  an  act  to  complete  the 

issue  and  location  of      -        -        -        -  3242 

Military  Service,  an   act  making  appropriations 

for  the 3200 

an  act  making  further  appropriations  for  the  3266 

Miller.  James,  an  act  confirming  certain  acts  of  3212 

Mississippi  River,  an  act  to  improve  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  Ohio  and      -         -        -         -  .^227 

Missouri,  an  act  to  alter  the  times  of  holding  the 

District  Court  in 3217 

an  act  to  enable  claimants  to  lands  in,  and 

Arkansas  to  institute  proceedings  -  -  3259 
an  act  to  establish  additional  land  offices  in  3265 
an  act  to  complete  the  southern  and  western 

boundary  of 3268 

an  act  supplementary  to  the  act  for  the  set- 
tlement of  claims  to  lands  in  -         -         -  3269 

Mobile,   an  act  granting  certain  lota  to  the  cor- 
poration of 3268 

N. 

Nantucket.     (See  Pensacola.) 

Naturalization,  an  act  in  addition  to  the  act  to 

establish  an  uniform  rule  of  -         -         -  3237 

Navy,  an  act  making  appropriations  for  the       -  3214 

New  Haven,  a  memorial  from,  against  the  Tariff 

bill 3150 

New  York,  a  memorial  from,  against  the  Tariff 

bill 3093 

a  memorial  from,  respecting  the  independ- 
ence of  Greece       3105 

O. 

Officers  of  Congress,  an  act  to  fix  the  compensa- 
tion of 3197 

Ohio,  a  memorial  and  resolution  from  the  Legis- 
lature   of,  respecting  lands  reserved    for 
schools  -         -         -         -         -         -3166 

an  act  to  change  one  of  the  terms  of  the 
Circuit  Court  in 3213 

Ohio  and  .Mississippi  Rivers,  an  act  to  improve 

the  navigation  of  the      -         -         -        -  3227 

Osage  Indians,  an  act  to  provide  an  agent  for 

the 3220 

P. 

Pensacola,  an  act  to  allow  a  salary  to  the  col- 
lectors of  Nantucket  and,  and  to  abolish 
the  office  of  surveyor  at  -        -        .  3249 
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3270 
3253 


3197 


3211 
3230 


-  3142 


3243 


Page. 

Pennsylvania,  a  memorial  from,  respecting  the 

modification  of  the  Tariff        -  3109,3159 

a  memorial  from  the  Society  to  encourage 
American  manufactures  in      -         -         - 
an  act  to  alter  the  judicial  districts  of 
Pensions,  an  act  to  extend  half  pay,  to  widows 
and  orphans  of  officers,  seamen,  and  ma- 
rines     -         -         -         -         -         -         - 

an  act  to  extend  the  term  of,  to  persons  dis- 
abled, and  widows  and  orphans  of  those 
slain  in  private  armed  vessels 
an  act  concerning  certain  invalid 
an  act  to  revive    and  extend   the  term    of 
certain  .._---  3242 

Petersburg,  Va.,  a  memorial  from,  respecting  the 

Tariff 3139 

(?>ee  Richmond.) 
Philadelphia,  a  memorial  from  the.  Chamber  of 
Commerce  against  the  Tariff  bill    - 

Plymouth  Beach.     (See  Presque  hie.) 

Point  Coupee,  an  act  granting  a  tract  of  land  to 

the  inhabitants  of  - 
Portugal,  sundry  documents  respecting  the  pres- 
ent state  of  commercial  relations  with    -  3035 

Pre-emption,  an  act  granting  certain,  rights  to 

the  counties  of  each  State  and  Territory  3270 
an  act  concerning  the  right  of,  in  Arkansas  3275 

Presque  Isle,  an  act  for  improving  the  harbor  of, 

and  repairing  Plymouth  Beach        -         -  3249 

Purchasers  of  Public  Lands,  an  act  to  provide 

tor  the  extinguishment  of  debt  due  by    -     3219 
an  act  explanatory  of  said  act    -         -         .  3231 

R. 
Registers  of  Wills,  an  act  to  regulate  the  fees 

of,  in  the  District  of  Columbia        -         -  3245 
Richmond,  a  memorial  from,  against  the  Tariff 

bill 3098 

an  act  to  authorize   masters  of  vessels  to 
clear  out  at  either  Petersburg,  or     -         -  3235 
Rio  Hondo  River.      (See  Louisiana.) 
Road,  an  act  making  a,  from  Memphis  to  Little 

Rock 3195 

an  act  making  a,  from  Miami  to  Detroit     -  3251 

S. 

School  Lands,  a  resolution  and  memorial  of  the 

Legislature  of  Ohio  respecting        -         -  3166 

Seminole  War,  an  act  explanatory  of  the  act  for 

the  relief  of  persons  engaged  in  the        -  3239 

Sinking  Fund,  a  report  of  the  Commissioners  of 

the 3072 

Slater,  Samuel,  and  others,   cotton  manufactu- 
rers, a  memorial  of        -         -         -         -  3114 

Slave  Trade,  sundry  documents  in  relation  to 

the  African 3001 

articles  of  a  convention  for  the  suppression 
of  the  African 3022 

South  Carolina,  an  act  to  alter  the  times  of  hold- 
ing the  circuit  and  district  courts  of        -  32*^5 


Page. 


-  3230 


3196 


St.  Helena  and  Jackson  Courthouse,  an  act  sup 

plementarjr   to    the    act    respecting   land 

claims  at        -         -      .  - 

Stock,  an  act  to  authorize  the  purchase  of  seven 

per  cent       ..---■ 

an  act  for  the  creation  of  certain       -         -  3228 

an  act  to  authorize  the  exchange  of  certain  3249 

T. 

Tariff,  a  memorial  from  Charleston.  South  Caro 

Una,  against  the  increase  of  the 
a   memorial  from   Boston  and    its   vicmity 

against  the    -         -         -         -         - 
a   memorial   from   the    Chamber    of   Com 

merce  of  New  York  against  the     - 
a  memorial  from  Rensselaer  county,  New 

York,  against  the  bill     .... 
a  memorial  from   Richmond  and  Manches- 
ter, Virginia,  against  the  bill  - 
a   memorial  from    Pennsylvania,  asking    a 

modification  of  the  bill  -         -  3109,3160 

a  memorial  from  the  cotton  manufacturers 

of  Rhode  Island,  respecting  the 
one  from  Petersburg,  Virginia,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the 

one  from  the    Chamber  of  Commerce    ot 

Philadelphia  in  relation  to  the 
one  from  New  Haven  against  the  bill 
one  from  George  Jones  and  others  against 

the  bill 

one  from  the  city  of  Baltimore  against  the 

bill 

an  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  respecting 

the 

Tompkins,    Daniel  D.,  an  act  appropriating   a 

certain  sum  to       -         -         -         - 
an  act  for  the  payment  of  the  claims  of 
Tonnage  and  Impost,   au  act  conceruing  duties 

of 

Turnpike  Company,  an  act  to  amend  an  act  fur 

the  establistiment  ot  a,  in  Alexandria     - 
Tuscaloosa,  an  act  granting  certain  lots  to 
Tuscarawas  county,    an   act    concerning   three 

tracts  of  land  in 

V 

Vessels,  an  act  to  allow  bounty  in  certain  cases 
to,  engaged  in  the  codfiaheries    ... 
Virginia,  an  act  to  alter  the  judicial  districts  of 
Virginia  military  land  warrants,  an  act  concern- 
ing, located    between   Roberts'  and  Lud- 
low's lines  in  Ohio 

W. 

Wabash  and  Miami,  an  act  to  open  a  canal  be 

tween  the  rivers     -         -         -         - 
W^ashington,  an  act  supplementary  to  the  act  tu 

incorporate  the  inhabitants  of  the  City  of  3256 
Wells,  Bezaleel,  an  act  for  the  relief  of  -  -  3220 
"  William."  an  act  to  authorize  the  issue  of  a 

register  to  the  brig  ....  3244 
Wyandot  Indians,    an   act  reserving  to  the.    a 

certain  tract  of  land        ....  3241 


-  3075 


-  3079 


-  3093 


313^ 


3098 


3114 

3139 

3142 
3150 

3155 

3159 


-  3221 


3193 
3244 

3193 

3212 
3255 

3276 


3242 
3273 


-  3248 


3252 
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Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  differed  from  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  not  as  to  his  facts, 
nor  as  to  the  inferences  he  drew  from  them  ;  but 
as  to  the  policy  of  permitting  those  inferences  to 
induce  us  to  abolish  this  duty.  The  question  is 
not  whether  the  State  of  New  York  will  be  ben- 
efited in  her  manufactures  and  her  canal,  by  the 
flouring  and  transit  of  the  Canada  wheat,  because 
her  own  grain  can  as  well  be  floured  and  carried 
as  that  of  Canada.  The  quantity  of  wheat  grown 
in  our  country  must  always  be  regulated  by  the 
demand  in  the  foreign  market.  If,  then,  by  fa- 
cilitating the  transit,  you  bring  Canada  wheat 
into  that  foreign  market,  just  so  far  you  discour- 
age and  diminish  the  growth  of  American  grain. 
The  argument  of  the  gentleman  goes  only  to  the 
benefit  of  the  miller  and  the  canal ;  but  the  pro- 
vision in  the  bill  covers  not  only  the  miller  and 
the  canal,  (by  giving  to  both  our  own  wheat  in- 
stead of  foreign,)  but  it  covers  the  wheat  grower 
also,  by  excluding  competition.  The  only  differ- 
ence is,  that,  in  the  one  case,  the  Government 
gels  the  revenue.  But  is  it  sound  policy  to  build 
our  revenue  on  the  growth  of  a  rival  and  neigh- 
boring State  ?-%)n  the  encouragement  of  foreign, 
in  the  place  of  domestic,  agriculture  ?  Uid  any 
wise  government  ever  pursue  such  a  policy  ? 

Here  Mr.  P.  P.  Barbour  rose  and  apologized 
for  again  occupying  the  Committee,  contrary  to 
his  usual  habit  of  never  rising  twice  to  speaii  to 
the  same  general  subject  on  the  same  day.  But 
he  ft'it  himself  constrained  to  make  some  reply  to 
a  remark  that  had  fallen  from  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania.  He  said  something  about  ray 
claiming  for  Virginia  an  exclusive  dominion  over 
the  growing  of  wheat.  I  never  advanced  any 
such  claim.  I  said  that  wheat  was  a  great  staple 
in  that  part  of  the  State  from  which  1  came;  and 
I  said  no  more.  But  the  gentleman  farther  said, 
if  1  rightly  heard  and  understood  him,  that  if 
Virginia  ever  luokeii  beyond  lur  otrn  conjines  fur  anij 
ihiiu/ btU  }>oli/ual  poicer,  she  might  have  seen  that 
lier  neighbors  were  interested  in  this  duty. 

[Mr.  Ingham  observed  that  he  had  not  used  the 
word  "  ever,"  but  had  said,  "  if  Virginia  could 
look  beyond  her  own  boundaries  for  any  thing  but 
I>olitical  power,  she  would  have  seen,'"  d:c.  Such 
was  the  expression,,  and  the  gentleman  might 
make  the  most  of  it.] 

Mr.  Barbour  resumed.  I  should  hesitate  here 
to  be  the  eulogist  of  Virginia  ;  but,  as  a  Virginian, 
born  and  nurtured  within  the  bounds  of  that  State, 
I  should  be  lacking  in  a  duty,  which  is  even  prior 
to  the  duty  I  owe  to  the  House,  did  I  not  vindicate 
her  character  from  such  an  aspersion  as  that  cast 
upon  it  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania. 
What  is  there  in  the  conduct  of  Virginia  to  merit 
such  a  reflection  ?  If  she  has  enjoyed,  at  any 
time,  in  this  confederacy,  more  power  than  has 
been  enjoyed  by  other  States,  whence  was  that 
power  derived?  Whence  did  she  obtain  it?  From 
the  free  consent  of  the  people  of  this  Union,  as  ex- 
pressed on  this  floor,  and  elsewhere  ;  in  part,  from 
the   consent  of   Pennsylvania    iierself.     Did   she 

Eossess  more  power  than  was  justly  due  to  her? 
le  would  appeal  to  all  who  heard  him,  whether 
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these  United  States  were  not  indebted  to  Virginia 
for  many  and  signal  benefits  7  It  was  Virginia 
that  laid  the  very  foundation  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment ;  and,  ever  since  its  formation,  that  share 
of  political  power,  which  her  sister  States  have 
granted  to  her,  has  been  exercised  for  the  benefit 
and  prosperity  of  the  whole  Confederacy.  Of 
this,  there  has  been  the  most  distinct  and  univer- 
sal acknowledgment.  Look,  said  Mr.  B..  at  her 
moneyed  sacrifices  to  the  interest  of  this  Govern- 
ment. Virginia  led  the  way  in  the  voluntary  sur- 
render of  her  immense  territory — a  territory  which 
has  since  furnished  to  this  Confederacy  three  en- 
tire States,  that  are  now  rising  monthly,  weekly, 
ay,  hourly,  in  dignity,  in  importance,  and  power. 
He  did  think  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
might  have  spared  the  reflection.  We  live  in  a 
country  where  all  are  free.  The  way  to  power  is 
alike  open  to  all.  It  cannot  be  obtained  or  held 
but  by  the  voluntary  assent  of  a  majority  of  citi- 
zens. If  Virginia  gave  to  the  Con^deracy  great 
men  in  the  field  and  in  the  cabinet,  was  this  to  be 
made  a  reproach  ?  If  her  citizens  had  attained  to 
an  exalted  station,  who  placed  them  there?  and 
was  it  not  acknowledged  that  they  had  filled  that 
station  with  an  honest  and  a  successful  endeavor 
to  promote  the  public  good  ?  and  if  she  had  poured 
millions  into  the  Treasury  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, from  the  sale  of  lands  that  once  were  hers, 
should  this  be  imputed  to  her  as  a  fault?  If  such 
things  as  these  w^ere  grounds  of  reproach,  then 
was  Virginia  indeed  to  blame. 

Mr.  Ingham  rose  in  reply.  He  said,  that  the 
passing  remark  he  had  made,  was  (me  which  grew 
outof  the  gentleman's  own  courseof  debate,  iyhen 
the  gentleman  said,  that  Virginia  had  no  interest 
in,  or  wish  for,  the  protecting  duty  proposed  in 
the  bill,  he  seemed  to  think  he  had  stated  a  suffi- 
cient reason  why  it  should  be  stricken  out  at  once. 
But,  in  such  circumstances,  Mr.  I  said,  he  could 
not  but  advert  to  another  bill  that  had  lately  been 
before  this  House,  the  bill  for  internal  improve- 
ments, against  which  Virginia  had  set  herself  in 
array,  with  all  the  immense  powers  of  her  line. 
He  was  not  now  inclined  to  controvert  the  state- 
ment the  gentleman  had  made  as  to  the  lofty 
claims  and  merits  of  V^irginia.  He  did  not  think 
it  properly  belonged  to  the  present  debate,  though, 
if  that  subject  came  fairly  up  for  discussion,  he 
believed  it  would  be  found  there  were  two  sides  to 
that  question.  In  stating  the  political  course  of 
Virginia,  in  establishing  the  interests  of  this  Con- 
federacy, the  gentleman  might  have  remembered 
that,  in  the  whole  of  that  course,  she  was  essentially 
aided  by  her  old  friend,  Pennsylvania ;  but  now 
she  had  increased  in  power  and  importance,  till 
she  seemed  to  think  she  might  set  up  for  herself, 
throw  off"  her  old  Iriend  and  coadjutor,  and  say  to 
Pennsylvania,  "  We  don't  want  you."  Pennsyl- 
vania, the  moment  she  could  be  relieved  from  thai 
struggle  in  which  she  had  so  essentially  supported 
Virginia  for  the  general  good,  turned  her  anxie- 
ties to  her  individual  interests,  and,  as  a  darling 
object,  took  up  the  plan  of  internal  improvements, 
of  the  domestic  policy  of  the  country.  But  no 
sooner  did  she  appear  with  it  on  this  floor,  than 
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she  was  met  by  her  old  companion  and  friend  with 
reproach,  with  ridicule,  and.  he  would  add,  with 
contumely.  Who  was  there  but  would  say  with 
him  that  Virginia  had  looked  over  this  nation 
with  a  view  to  power  ?  The  gentleman  says  she 
merited  it.  It  may  be  so.  I  shall  say  nothing  to 
her  disparagement.  I  shall  not  dispute  that  she 
has  given  many  great  men  to  the  Republic,  and 
I  approve  her  general  political  course.  But  it 
might  be  said,  it  had  been  said,  though  he  should 
not  say  it,  that  she  had  pursued  that  course  witli 
a  selfish  view  to  her  own  a^cendency.  [Here  the 
Chairman  called  Mr.  Ingha.m  to  order.] 

Mr.  Clay  regretted  exceedingly,  the  course  the 
debate  had  taken.  It  was  certainly  altogether  un- 
necessary. The  great  merits  ot  Virginia  and 
Pennsylvania  were  known  to  all,  and  need  not  be 
repeated  on  this  floor.  Why  sliould  gentlemen 
indulge  in  such  a  course  of  reflection  ?  It  had  no 
connexion  with  the  subject  before  the  House,  and 
he  hoped  it  was  now  over. 

Mr.  Archer  rose,  not  to  offer  an  argument,  but 
only  for  the  purpose  of  making  an  inquiry. 

The  Chairman  having  pronounced  this  to  be 
in  order, 

Mr.  Archer  said,  he  wished  to  inquire  whether 
he  had  heard  the  gentleman  rightly,  when  he  said 
"he  did  not  mean  to  say  any  thing  to  the  dispar- 
agement of  Virginia  ?'' 

Mr.  Ingham  replied,  that  he  could  scarcely  con- 
ceive a  motive  for  such  an  inquiry.  He  had  cer- 
tainly expresbcd  himself  very  distmctly.  He  had 
not  imputed  to  Virginia  a  dishonorable  ambition, 
or  dishonorable  motives  in  her  ambition. 

Mr.  Web.ster  resumed  the  course  of  debate. 
He  said,  since  the  very  extraordinary  discus.sion 
to  which  thejr  had  been  listening  was  at  length  at 
an  end,  he  hoped  the  House  would  now  return  to 
the  question  properly  before  them.  He  thought 
the  argument  adduced  for  the  duly  was  of  a  sin- 
gular kind.  It  amounted  to  this:  Our  wheat  rots 
upon  our  hands  in  stacks  and  in  sack>.  We  can't 
sell  it;  we  don't  know  what  to  do  with  it;  and 
now  we  must  take  care  lest  anybody  else  should 
bring  any  here.  The  gentlemen  think,  that  to 
leave  the  duty  without  increase  will  encourage 
the  settlement  of  Canada.  They  ask  if  we  shall 
bring  strangers  into  our  market  ?  and  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  says  I  ought,  at  once,  to 
move  to  strike  out  the  ad  valorem  duty — as  if  the 
whole  profit  of  transit,  for  which  I  argue,  did  not 
turn  on  that  very  duty.  No,  sir;  I  am  not  quite 
in  so  wild  an  extreme,  either  on  the  one  side  or 
the  other.  As  to  encouraging  the  settlement  of 
Canada,  does  not  that  gentleman  know  that  there 
are  inducements  on  our  side  of  the  line,  against 
which  no  sort  of  competition  can  for  a  moment 
be  presented?  Does  not  he  consider  that  this 
muNt  necessarily  be  the  case,  from  the  difference 
between  a  free,  |>opular,  home  government,  and 
the  colonial  government  of  a  di>tani  dependency 
of  a  monarchy  7  Give  it  what  advantages  you 
please — add  bounty  to  bounty,  it  is  the  same  thing; 
nothing  can  destroy  this  necessary  essential  differ- 
ence. The  argument  amounts  to  this — if  you 
don't  give  our  own  citizens  a  dutv  of  more  than 


fifteen  per  cent.,  they  will  go  over  to  the  Canada 
side.  Why,  let  them  go  then.  If  this,  is  all  that 
keeps  them,  they  are  certainly  unfit  to  be  citizen- 
of  this  Republic.  The  gentlemen  sav,  if  you  kee| 
out  the  Canada  wheat  from  our  canal,  our  whea 
will  find  a  foreign  market.  Why,  sir,  so  will  the 
Canada  wheat.  The  bushel  of  wheat  that  grew 
on  one  side  of  the  line  will  very  probably  meet  in 
the  West  Indies  the  very  bushel  that  grew  oppo- 
site to  it  on  the  other  side.  You  can't  keep  it  out. 
The  true  question  is,  whether  the  expenses  of 
going  round  by  .Montreal  and  (iuebec  will  so  raise 
its  price  in  the  foreign  market  that  the  gain  upon 
the  wheat  we  sell  there  will  more  than  compen- 
sate us  for  the  loss  of  the  ad  valorem  duty,  the 
transit  toll,  and  the  commercial  commission  and 
charges  for  the  shipment?  That  is  the  real  ques- 
tion, and  it  mu>t  be*  decided  by  facts,  of  which  1 
am  not  at  present  master;  but  I  should  suppose  it 
would  not,  by  any  means.  Gentlemen  are  afraid 
the  Canada  wheat  will  be  consumed  in  New 
York.  Why,  sir,  it  makes  not  a  cent  of  odds  if  it 
is ;  because  so  much  more  of  our  own  wheat  will 
be  exported  in  the  place  of  it.  New  York  is  not 
only  a  consumer,  but  an  expt)rter  at  the  same 
lime.  The  gentleman  from  Delaware  says,  if  th»' 
Canada  wheat  does  not  come  down  the  canal,  our 
own  will  come  down  in  its  place.  No,  ."sir;  be- 
cause New  York  is  not  the  place  of  consumption, 
not  tlie  final  market. 

The  great  argument  for  the  transit  is  from  the 
revenue  it  will  produce  at  fifteen  per  cent,  ad  va- 
lorem. All  our  drawback  system  is  founded  on 
transit,  and  a  very  productive  system  it  has  proved. 
Gentlemen  ought  alway.«»  to  keep  it  in  mind  that 
theadmission  of  the  Canada  wheat  to  pass  through 
the  State  does  not  prevent  the  manufacture  of  our 
own  witiiin  the  State. 

Mr.  Clay  said  he  was  greatly  surprised  at  the 
argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts. 
It  was  certainly  not  correct  that,  if  the  Canada 
wheat  did  not  come  down  our  canal,  it  would  get 
a.>.  cheaply  to  the  foreign  market  by  the  way  of 
the  St.  Lawrence. 

[Mr.  Web.ster  explained.  He  had  not  been  so 
ab>urd  as  to  say  this.] 

Mr.  Clay.  Then  the  gentleman  surrenders  the 
argument;  for  it  gets  to  the  West  Indies,  in  that 
route,  burdened  with  additional  costs  of  transpor- 
tation ;  it  is  no  longer  able  to  compete  with  ours, 
and  the  market  is  secured  to  our  own  agricultu- 
rist. The  Canada  Hour  is  certainly  eaten  some- 
where, either  in  the  United  States  or  in  a  foreign 
market;  if  in  the  United  States,  then  so  much  of 
our  owii  is  di>placed,  and,  to  its  whole  amount,  it 
is  an  injury  to  the  American  wheat  grower ;  if  in 
a  foreign  market,  then,  if  that  market  was  great 
enough  to  couNume  both  all  the  Canada  wheat 
and  all  ours,  the  gentleman'.*  argument  might 
hold.  But  such  is  not  the  fact.  Ours  and  the 
Canada  must  compete  for  the  same  consumer. 
Why,  then,  bring  the  Canada  wheat  to  that  con- 
sumer any  cheaper,  by  the  use  of  our  canal  ? 
Wherever  the  Canada  wheat  goe?,  go  where  it 
may,  it  takes  the  place  of  so  much  American 
wheat,  whether  at  home  or  abroad.     Besides,  if 
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you  cut  off"  their  flour  from  the  use  of  our  canal, 
you  keep  it  at  home  for  all  that  portion  of  the 
year  that  the  St.  Lawrence  is  closed  with  ice, 
while  our  canal  is  open.  The  British  warehous- 
ing sy>tem  did  not  apply  to  this  case.  Gentlemen 
did  not  seem  to  be  aware  of  the  advantage  of  the 
home  consumption.  The  city  of  New  York  alone 
did  not  consume  less  than  800,000  barrels  of  flour 
annually.  If  Canada  flour  comes  to  New  York 
for  consumption,  so  much  American  is  excluded. 
No  matter,  says  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts, because  so  much  more  American  goes  abroad. 
Very  true,  if  there  was  a  market  ready  abroad  to 
receive  it;  but  this  is  not  the  case,  and  therefore 
it  is  a  dead  loss  to  the  American  farmer.  Such 
was  the  fertility  of  the  Canadian  peninsula,  be- 
tween Lakes  Erie  and  Ontario,  and  so  cheap  were 
the  lands  sold  by  the  British  Government,  that  the 
settler  there  could  afford  to  undersell  the  farmer 
of  the  United  States,  whose  land  costs  him  ten 
times  as  much. 

Mr.  Webster  rejoined,  and  said  that  the  great 


to  be  divided  into  two  districts,  to  be  called  the 
Eastern  and  the  Western — the  State  of  Ohio  also 
to  be  divided  into  two  Districts  in  like  manner — 
the  two  Districts  of  Kentucky,  hereafter  to  cod- 
stitute  the  seventh  Circuit — the  two  Districts  of 
Ohio,  and  the  District  of  Indiana,  the  Eighth  Cir- 
cuit— the  District  of  Illinois  and  the  District  of 
Missouri,  the  Ninth  Circuit — the  two  Districts  of 
Tennessee  and  District  of  Alabama,  the  Tenth 
Circuit — the  two  Districts  of  Louisiana  and  the 
District  of  Mississippi,  the  Eleventh  Circuit — that 
a  Circuit  Judge  of  the  United  States  shall  be  ap- 
pointed for  each  District,  to  constitute  with  the 
District  Judge  in  each,  a  Circuit  Court,  &c. — 
the  compensations  of  the  Judges  are  left  blank,  as 
al.so  are  the  changes  proposed  by  the  bill,  of  the 
compensations  of  some  of  the  existing  District 
Judges.] 

The  bill  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  W.  from  the  same  committee,  reported  a 
bill  "  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  amend 
an  act  for  the  establishment  of  a  Territorial  gov- 


difficulty,  if  there  were  any,  lay  in  telling  what  i  ernment  in  Florida,  and  for  other  purposes;"  which 


Would  be  the  effect  of  the  duty  if  laid.  Would  it 
prevent  the  consumption  of  foreign  wheat  in  New 
York  ?  Formerly,  the  price  was  the  same  on  both 
sides  of  the  lines.  Now,  on  account  of  the  in- 
creased facility  of  getting  to  a  market,  the  price 
is  raised  on  this  side.  All  that  is  sought  by  the 
Canadian  wheat  grower  is  to  use  this  facility:  his 
flour  comes  in  only  that  it  may  go  out;  and  it 
would  be  easy  to  adopt  regulations  such  as  all 
foreign  Governments  have  done,  who  encourage 
the   transit  of  goods,   to  prevent  breaking  bulk. 


was  read  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  Rich,  of  Vermont,  from  a  select  committee, 
to  whom  was  referred  a  proposition  to  amend  the 
rules  of  the  House,  reported  the  same  with  an 
amendment,  the  principal  efl"ect  of  which  would 
be  to  devote  Friday  and  Saturday  in  each  week 
to  the  consideration  of  bills  and  reports  of  a  pri- 
vate nature. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mallary,  the  report  was 
ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Van  Rensselaer,  of  New  York,  from  a 


But,  the  gentleman  asks,  shall  we  give  a  rival  fa-  j  select  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  an  inquiry 

into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  police  for 
the  Capitol,  &c.,  reported  the  following  joint  res- 


cilities  to  get  cheaper  to  a  market  where  we  go 

if  he  will  pay  you  for 


ourselves?     I  answer,  yes  ; 

this  more  than  makes  up  the  difference.  This 
very  consideration  of  transit  toll  from  Canada  was 
holden  up  and  largely  insisted  on,  when  the  great 
canal  in  New  York  was  proposed.  And  it  must 
not  be  forgotten,  that  the  toll  on  the  canal  was  not 
alt  the  Canada  flour  paid  us.  It  paid  the  mer- 
chant on  the  lines  something  ;  it  pays  the  mer- 
chant at  Albany  something;  the  merchant  at 
New  York  something;  and,  finally,  it  employs 
our  navigation,  and  pays  something  to  our  tars. 

The  question 

quarters,  it  wa 

of  Mr.  P.  P.  Barbolr,  to  strike  out  the  hundred 
and  eighty-second  line  of  the  bill,  ''on  wheat 
twenty-five  cents  per  bushel,''  and  decided  in  the 
negative — ayes  71,  noes  113. 

And  then  the  Committee  rose. 


olution : 

Resolved,  «^f.,  That  the  police  regulations  of  the 
Corporation  of  the  City  of  "Washington  be  construed 
to  extend  to  the  public  grounds,  so  far  as  relates  to 
the  preservation  of  the  public  order. 

2.  That  no  spirituous  liquors  b«  retailed  anywhere 
in  the  Capitol,  or  on  the  public  grounds  near  the  same, 
with  or  without  licence. 

3.  That  the  Doorkeeper  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives be  charged  with  the  presenration  of  the  floor  and 


n  being  loudly  called  for  from  all  «*"«  ^f  »"  t^^*  apartments  of  the  Capitol,  not  under 
s  taken,  accordingly,  on  the  motion  ^^e  care  of  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  of  the  Senate  under 
,    '    .      .  :i.  r„.'.   .u„   1 J...  1     the  direction  of  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repre- 


Saturhay,  February  28. 

Mr.  Webster,  from  the  Judiciary  Committee, 
reported  a  bill,  "further  to  amend  the  Judicial 
system  of  the  United  States." 

[This  bill  proposes  an  important  change  in  the 
organization  of  the  Courts  of  the  United  States, 
the  main  features  of  which  are  as  follows:  The 
sessions  of  the  Supreme  Court  to  be  held,  hereaf- 
ter, on  the  4 til  Monday  of  January,  instead  of 
February  in  each  year — the  Slate  of  Kentucky  is 


Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repre 
sentatives. 

4.  That  the  Marshal  of  the  District  of  Columbia  be 
empowered  and  directed  to  employ  a  deputy,  during 
the  session  of  Congress,  to  preserve  order  in  the  pas- 
sages and  apartments  within  the  Capitol,  and  on  the 
public  grounds  surrounding  the  same,  under  such 
rules  and  regulations  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  pre- 
siding officers  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress. 

The  resolution  was  twice  read  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

OHIO  AND  MISSISSIPPI  RH  ER8. 
Mr.  Henry,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  Committee 
on  Roads  and  Canals,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
transmitting  a  report  of  the  Board  of  Engineers, 
on  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  made  a  re- 
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port,  accompanied  by  a  bill  "to  improve  the  navi- 
gation of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers." 

[This  bill  proposes  to  authorize  the  President 
to  cause  dykes  and  sluices  to  be  constructed,  for 
the  purpose  of  navigation  at  the  lowest  stage  of 
the  water,  upon  certain  bars  in  the  Ohio  river,  to 


In   addition  to  the  impediroenU  aboTe  described, 

there  is  another  of  a  different*  kind,  which  deserves  to 
be  mentioned,  viz  :  On  the  right  aide  of  the  river,  (be- 
low the  mouth  of  Deer  creek.)  about  fifteen  yarda 
from  the  bank,  there  is  a  rock  fifty  feet  long,  parallel 
with  the  shore,  fifteen  feet  broad,  and  rising  fifteen 
feet  above  the  surface  of  the  water,  at  its  lowest  stage, 
remove  planters,  sawyers,  and  snags,  from  the  j  i„  uma  of  flood,  this  rock,  covered  by  a  few  feet  of 
bed  of  the  Mississsippi  river.  The  bill  was  twice  i  water,  is  very  dangerous,  and  can  only  be  avoided  by 
read  and  committed.     The  report  is  as  follows  :     j  accident  or  by  skilful  pdotage. 

It  is  known  that  the  great  rivers  Ohio  and  Missis-  |  The  most  eligible  means  of  producing  the  uniform 
sippi  are  the  principal  commercial  outlets  of  the  vast  j  depth  of  three  feet  over  the  bars  above  mentioned,  ii 
»nd  fertile  reeions  west  of  the  Alleghanv  mountains ;     recommended  in  the  report  of  the  Lngincer  Corps  al- 


and fertile  regions 

and  it  must  be  obvious  that  whatever  tends  to  obstruct 
or  endanger  the  navigation  of  those  streams  cannot 
be  regarded  with  indifference  by  that  portion  of  our 
people  whose  interests  are  thus  seriously  and  vitally 
affected.     Your  committee  have,  therefore,  faithfully 
endeavored  to  ascertain  the  causes  and  actual  condi- 
tion of  the  obstacles,  whether  temporary  or  permanent, 
which  now,  at  certain  seasons  of  the  year,  prevent  all 
navigation  upon  one  of  those  rivers;  and,  at  all  seasons 
of  the  year,   impair  the   security  of  navigating    the 
other.     For  this  purpose  they  have  availed  themselves 
of  every  source  of  information  in   their  power ;  and 
have  carefully   examined  the  "  Report  on  the   Ohio 
and  Mississippi  rivers,"  made  by  General  Bernard  and 
Major  Totten  of  the  Engineer  Corps,  which  is  printed 
in  the  third  volume  of  Executive  papers,  transmitted 
by  the  President  during  the  second  session  of  the  Sev- 
enteenth Congress. 

In  relation  to  the  Ohio,  your  committee  have  ascer- 
tained that  there  are,  between  the  falls  and  the  mouth, 
twenty-one  bars  crossing  its  channel,  which  render  it 
impassable  by  steamboats,  during  six  months  of  the 
year;  and  that  six  of  these  bars,  nt  the  lowest  stages, 
preclude  the  passage  of  all  vessels  drawing  three  feet 
of  water.  To  the  bars  last  mentioned,  our  attention 
has  been  particularly  directed  ;  believing  it  to  be  the 
better  policy,  to  leave  the  falls,  at  Louisville,  and  the 
majority  of  the  bars,  to  be  comprehended  in  some  more 
extensive  scheme  of  internal  improvement. 

Ths  six  bars  which,  in  our  opinion,  fall  within  the 
range  of  our  present  policy,  are  indicated  by  the  fol- 
lowing descriptions,  viz : 


ready    referred    to,    viz :    the    construction   of  dykes, 
which,  by  confining  the  current  to  a  particular  chan- 
nel, will   necessarily  swell   the  volume,    and  increase 
the  depth  of  the  water.     These  dykes  are  ordinarily 
formed  by  rows  of  piles,  driven  with  force  into  the  bed 
of  the   stream,   and    strongly   wattled    together;  the 
spaces  between  the  rows  being  filled  with  such  rough 
and  flat  paving  stones   as  the  neighborhood   can  sup- 
ply.    The   piles,    being   elevated    a   little    above   low 
water,  the  rises  of  the  river,  whether  partial  or  gen. 
eral,  pass  over  them  without  injury.     As  the  dykes 
must  extend,  with  the  exception  of  the  sluice,  quite 
across  the  river,  the  length  of  the  whole,  when  added 
together,  may  be  estimated  at  about  four  miles  and  a 
half.     The  expense  of  this  improvement  will   be  very 
inconsiderable,  when  compared    with   the  permanent 
benefits  which  must  flow  from  it  to  the  industrious 
and  adventurous  people  who  inhabit  the  shores  of  this 
great   river,   and  its  tributary  streams,   and   have   no 
other  vent  for  the  bulky  productions  of  their  industry. 
The  danger  arising  from  the  rock  below  the  mouth 
of  Deer  Creek,  should,  in  our  opinion,  be  averted,  by 
the   erection  of  a  beacon  uiM>n  it,  of  sufficient  eleva- 
tion to  be  always  visible  above  the  highest  floods. 

Wc  now  turn  our  attention  to  the  difficulties  which 
embarrass  the  navigation  of  the    .Vlississippi.     These 
arise  from  the  impetuosity  of  its  current,  and  the  al- 
most entire  aljsence  of  rock  on  its  shores,  from  St. 
Louis  to  New  Orleans.     Hence,  its  constant  effort  to 
change  its  course  ;  and  hence  the  frequent  submer- 
I  sion  of  whole  acres  of  land,  covered  with  trees  of  the 
j  most  gigantic  growth.      Of  the  trees  which  nre  thus 
lst°  A  mile  and  a  quarter  below   Flint  Island,  the  |  precipitated  into  the  river,  some  are  borne  olY  by  the 


river  is  obstructed  by  a  sand  bar,  of  about  l,»flO  yards 
in  length;  for  the  distance  of  360  yards  there  are 
three  and  a  half  feet  of  water;  for  240  yards,  but  two 
feet;  and  for  the  remaining  distance  of  600  yards, 
three  and  a  half  feet.  The  shoalest  part  is  also  the 
narrowest,  the  breadth  being  about  180  yards. 

2d.  Two  miles  above  F'rench  Island,  there  is  a  sand 
bar  of  about  200  yards  in  length,  and  on  which  only 
from  20  inches  to  two  feet  of  water  are  to  be  found. 

3d.  The  bar  below  Henderson  is  fifty  yards  long; 
the  channel  fifty  yards  wide ;  and  the  least  depth  of 
water  two  and  a  half  feet. 

4lh.  The  bar  below  Straight  Island  consists  of  two 
parts,  one  of  compact,  and  the  other  of  moving  sand. 
The  length  of  the  bar  is  150  yards;  the  breadth  of  the 
channel  about  40  yards  ;  and  the  least  depth  of  water 
is  two  and  a  half  feet. 

5th.  Below  Willow  Island  (in  the  Mississippi  Bend) 
is  a  sand  bank,  on  which  the  depth  of  water  is  two 
and  a  half  feet;  the  length  of  the  bar  is  lOU  yards; 
and  the  breadth  of  the  channel  about  50  yards. 

6th.  Opposite  to  Lower  Smilhland,  and  below  Cum- 
berland Island,  there  is  a  bar  of  moving  sand;  its 
length  is  80  yards,  and  the  depth  over  it,  two  feet. 


stream ;  some  lodge  upon  the  shores  in  great  masses, 
where  they  form  what  are  called  "  rafts  ;"  others  be- 
come fixed,  at  one  end,  in  the  bed  of  the  stream, 
whilst  the  other  end  inclines  towards  the  surface; 
sometimes  appearing  above  it,  sometimes  concealed 
below  it.  When  they  are  so  fixed  as  to  preserve  aa 
immoveable  position,  they  are  calle«l  "planters;"  but 
when  they  play  up  and  down  with  restless  vibration, 
now  yielding  to  the  pressure  of  the  stream,  and  again 
rebounding  from  beneath  it,   they  are  called   "  saw- 

yers. 

These  terrible  obstacles  have  been  the  causes  of 
much  calamity  to  the  people  of  the  West.  To  say 
nothing  of  the  awful  occasion  which  consigned,  ia 
the  brief  space  of  five  minutes,  a  large  number  of  hu- 
man beingi,  on  board  the  steamboat  Tennessee,  to  a 
watery  grave:  to  say  nothing  o(  a  thousand  similar 
accidents,  differing  only  in  the  degree  of  horror,  the 
annual  loss  of  property  is  variously  estimated  at  from 
five  to  ten  p«r  cent,  upon  the  whole  amount  which  is 
hazarded  uj>on  the  river.  But  can  these  dilficulties  be 
removed  T  Of  this  we  have  no  doubt.  Between 
Natchez  and  Baton  Rouge,  there  are  now  fewer  rafts, 
planters,   and   sawyer-,  than  formerly;   and  between 
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Baton  Rouge  and  New  Orleans,  they  are  rarely  to  be  I  munity  who  must  feel  the  pressure  of  this  new 
seen.  Below  Baton  Rouge  the  forest  has  been  sue-  j  burden,  the  ship-builder  must  suffer  most.  The 
ceeded  by  cultivated  fields,  and  the  disposition  of  the  |  average  tonnage  of  the  United  States,  since  the 
river  to  encroach  upon  its  shores,  is  counteracted  by  |  year  1810,  is,  probably,  in  round  numbers,  at  least 
artificial  embankments.  This  description  of  dyke,  we  ,  one  million  three  hundred  thousand  tons;  of  which 
are  aware,  wUl  never  be  attempted  for  commercial  |  at  least,  one-tenth,  by  some  estimates  one-seventh, 
purposes  alone.  To  a  combination  of  the  future  pro-  ^^  jj^g  annual  diminution  by  marine  losses  or  de- 
prietors  of  the  shores,  for  their  own  security  and  ad-  .  consequently,  this  amount  must  be  annually 

vantage,  we  are  to  look  for  the  consummation  ol  this  ^^^13^^^  (,„  tjje  ship-builders.  Four  tons  of  iron 
desirable  improvement,  by  its  extension  to  the  mouth  j^»  ^^  hundred  tons,  one  tenth,  to  take  the 
of  the  M'H'ouri  In  the  mean  time,  it  is  entirely  \  .nj^llest  amount,  of  shipping  necessary  to  replace 
practicab  e,  at  the   lowest  stage  of  the  water,  by  the  1    .  ,  .•  .    .    c'     .u  j 

l\d  of  suiUble  machinery,  to  raise  the  trees  which  ^he  annual  consumption,  amounts  o  five  thousand 
now  obstruct  the  channel,  and  to  saw  them  off  at  a  ^wo  hutidred  tens  of  iron  annually  employed  m 
proper  depth.  The  labor  may  be  great,  in  the  first  1  ship-building,  upon  which  the  proposed  duty 
instance,  to  remove  the  wreck  of  centuries;  and  it  ]  amounts  to  §110,500,  whicn  is  more  than  the 
mav  be  necrssarv.  from  time  to  time,  to  prostrate  all  !  present  duty  by  S38.S33,  a  very  great  addition  to 
similar  impediments  which  may  intervene.    Butwhen'a  burden   already  as  much  as  can   be  sustained 


the  forests  shall  be  entirely  cleared,  whether  for  the 
purpose  of  cultivation,  for  supplies  of  fuel  to  steam- 
boats, or  for  the  immense,  and  Ktill  augmenting,  con- 
sumption of  New  Orleans,  these  frightful  and  formi- 
dable enemies  of  Western  enterprise  will  gradually 
disappear,  until  it  will  be  as  rare  to  see  "  a  sawyer,  a 
planter,  or  a  raft,"  above  Baton  Rouge,  as  it  is  now 
to  find  one  below  it. 

The    committee  have  had  access  to  no  data  which 
could    enable  them   to  determine,  with  accuracy,  the 


And  here  it  may  be  proper  to  remark  that,  while 
the  burden  of  the  new  duty  is  co-extensive  with 
the  United  States,  the  benefit  intended  to  result 
from  it  will  be  confined  to  only  one  or  two,  at 
most  to  three,  of  the  States;  far  the  greater  part 
will  be  confined  to  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 
alone.  Most  sincerely  do  I  wish,  said  Mr.  F., 
that  the  citizens  of  that  respectable  State  could 
have  all  they  expect,  and  more,  if  it  could  be  ac- 
j  corded  to  them  without  this  immense  sacrifice  by 
the  citizens  of  the  other  States.  It  is  true,  there 
are  iron  manufactories  in  other  States,  but  we 


probable    expense    of  the   improvements  above  sug- 
gested.    Indeed,  the  very  nature  of  the  proposed  un- 
dertaking forbids  the  aiiulication  of  any  ordinary  rule  ,  1.11         ■     r  .u      l  ui      o>        1 
of   calculation.     Your    committee    would,    however.  I  have    ately  heard    from  the  honorable  Speaker, 
suggest  the  expediency  of  dividing  those  rivers  into  !  ^hat  those  in  the  Western  States  need  no  protec- 
precincts.  and  that  the  President  of  the  United  States  i  tion ;  and  those  m  the  ISorthern  States  are  satis- 


be  authorized  to  employ  supervisors  for  each  precinct, 
binding  each  by  contract  to  perform  the  services 
which  may  be  assigned  to  him  ;  and  that,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  carrying  into  effect  the  improvements  before- 
mentioned,   the  sum  of  dollars  be  appropriated, 

to   be   paid  out   of  any  money  in   the  Treasury,  not 
otherwise  appropriated 

Which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

The  House  having  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  a  revision  of 
the  tariff  of  duties  on  imports — 

Mr.  Fuller,  of  Massachusetts,  opeaed  the  dis- 
cussion to-day  by  a  motion  to  strike  out  from  the 
first  section  so  much  as  imposes  a  duty  of  one  dol- 
lar and  twelve  cents  ])er  cwt.  on  iron,  in  bars  or 
bolts,  not  manufactured  by  rolling. 

In  support  of  this  motion,  Mr.  Filler  observed 
that  iron  was  an  article  of  tar  more  general  im- 
portance than  cotton  bagging  or  wheat,  which 
had  recently  occupied  so  much  attention.  Every 
man  in  the  United  States,  of  whatever  occupation, 
was  more  or  less  interested  in  obtaining  the  best 
quality,  and  at  the  lowest  |)rice.  In  every  village 
a  blacksmith  was  an  artisan  indispensable  alike 


fied,  as  far  as  I  am  informed,  with  the  present 
duty. 

Permit  me  to  say  that  it  seems  unreasonable  to 
increase  the  duty  from  another  consideration.     In 
1816,  when  the  whole  tariff  underwent  a  complete 
revision,  the  duty  on   iron  was  fixed  at  nine  dol- 
lars a  ton.    In  1818,  the  manufacturers  complained 
that  the  duty  was  too  low  to  enable  them  to  con- 
tend in  the  market  against  foreign  iron,  and  they 
prevailed  upon  Congress  to  increase  it  to  fifteen 
dollars,  with  which,  it  was  understood,  they  were 
then  satisfied.     Notwithstanding  this  great  con- 
cession, they  have,  for  four  years  past,  been  urg- 
ing the  im'position  of  a  still  higher  duty,  and  seem 
hardly  contented  even  with  that  now  proposed. 
Should  the  duty  now  required   be  imposed,  the 
numerous  consumers  of  iron  have  not  the  conso- 
lation of  hoping  to  realize  any  reduction  of  price, 
even  after  the  iron  manufacturers  shall  have  been 
in   possession  of  the   "  home   market,"    so  often 
spoken  of  in  discussing  the  tariff,  for  any  series  of 
years.     In  this  respect,  the  manufacture  of  iron  is 
more  unfavorable  in  its  nature  than  that  of  cotton 
has  proved  to  be.     The  greatest  part  of  the  ex- 
pense is  for  labor;  no  improved  machinery  can  be 
a  substitute  for  labor;  and,  for  a  century  to  come, 
the  population  of  our  country  cannot  reach  such 


to  the  farmer  and  the  mechanic ;  and  in  the  manu 

facluring   establishments  of  cotton   and  wool,  a  j  a  state  of  redundancy  as  materially  to  reduce  the 

large  consumption  of  iron,  in  machinery,  was  an- I  rate   of  wages.     While,   therefore,  the   price  of 


i 


nually  necessary.  To  every  fanner  and  mechanic, 
therefore,  said  Mr.  F.,  this  increased  duty  will 
cause  a  corresponding  increase  of  price  for  their 
implements  of  husbandry,  and  of  their  respective 
mechanic  arts.     But  of  all  the  classes  of  the  corn- 


labor  is  as  high  as  at  present,  the  price  of  iron, 
the  product  almost  of  labor  alone,  cannot  be  ma- 
terially reduced.  In  Russia  and  Sweden,  be- 
sides a  redundant  population,  the  manufacture  of 
iron  is  greatly  promoted  bv  the  circumstance  that 
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their  soil  is  comparatively  sterile,  and  incapable 
of  cultivation.  Tlie  peasantry  of  these  nations, 
whom  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  calls  serfs, 
have  no  alternative  but  to  work  in  the  iron  mines 
or  die  of  hunger.  Not  so  in  the  fertile  soil  and 
genial  climate  of  Pennsylvania.  There  the  health- 
ful and  moderate  labors  of  the  husbandman  are 
amply  rewarded;  and  it  does  violence  to  the  ob- 
vious dictates  of  policy,  no  less  than  of  humanity, 
to  transform  a  thousand  or  ten  thousand  cultiva- 
tors of  the  soil  into  so  many  miners  and  smelters 
of  iron  ore. 

It  is  alleged  that  a  want  of  capital  cramps  the 
manufacturer;*  of  this  country,  and  prevents  them 
from  resisting,  successfully,  the  shock  of  compe- 
tition w^ith  foreigners.  The  correctness  of  this 
may  well  be  doubted  with  regard  even  to  cotton 
and  wool,  but  certainly  is  unfounded  in  relation 
to  iron;  for  it  is  well  known  that  some  of  the 
proprietors  of  iron  manufactories  in  Pennsylvania 
are  men  of  immense  capital,  and  yet  these  propri- 
etors, instead  of  making  use  of  their  capital  in 
pouring  an  abundance  ofj:he  article  into  the  mar- 
ket, and  thus  excluding  foreign  iron,  are  among 
the  most  urgent  in  pressing  the  increased  exac- 
tion. There  is  not  even  the  pretext  for  extending 
the  protection  here,  that  iron  receives  any  aid  in 
the  countries  from  which  it  is  brought  by  boun- 
ties or  draA'backs;  it  has  there  no  other  encour- 
agement than  tlie  cheapness  of  labor :  while  the 
American  inanutacturer  must  pay  a  high  price 
for  labor,  but  has  already  the  benetit  of  the  high 
existing  duty,  and  the  expenses  of  freight  for  five 
thousand  miles,  together  with  commissions  and 
the  mercantile  profits,  all  whicii  about  double  the 
invoice  price  of  foreign  iron  when  it  reaches  our 
market.  If  this  advantage  is  not  sufficient,  it 
affords  conclusive  evidence  that  other  objects  of 
industry  in  our  country  are  preferable,  and  con- 
stitute, in  fact,  tlie  real  obstacle  to  the  manufac- 
ture in  question. 

Should  this  duty  be  imposed,  together  with  that 
upon  foreign  hemp,  the  two  articles  which  con- 
stitute almost  our  only  imports  from  Russia  and 
Sweden,  our  commerce  in  tiie Baltic  may  be  con- 
sidered as  nearly  annihilated.  I  know  very  well, 
that  some  of  those  sages  in  political  economy, 
who  have  so  long  sounded  the  alarm  of  the  '•  bal- 
ance of  trade'-  being  against  us,  and  who  are  per- 
petually exclaiming,  that  we  are  on  the  verge  of 
perdition  in  consequence  of  the  appalling  '*  drain 
of  specie'-  from  our  country,  will  hail  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  Baltic  trade,  as  a  harbinger  of  return- 
ing prosperity.  Without  stopping  here  to  refute 
those  weak  and  fallacious  theories  about  the  b<il- 
ance  vf  tr<uie  and  the  drain  of  upecif,  I  will  merely 
remark,  that  our  foreign  trade  is  the  only  channel, 
in  which  all  the  specie  now  in  this  country,  or 
which  ever  was  in  it,  could  have  flowed  thither. 
It  will  not  be  pretended,  that  gold  and  silver  are 
native  productions  to  any  extent.  As  to  the  bal- 
ance of  trade  with  Russia  and  Sweden,  our  eco- 
nomists examine  the  Treasury  report  of  our  com- 
merce, for  the  year  1822,  made  under  the  act  of 
1820,  and  they  find  our  imports  from  Russia  for  that 
year,  amounted  in  round  numbers  to  $ii3.3u7,(X'U, 


and  our  exports  to  that  country,  to  only  S503.000> 
leaving  a  balance  against  us  of  Sl,~99.000  ;  our  im- 
ports from  Sweden  the  same  year  were  JiJl, 151,000, 
and  our  exports  tiiither,  only  1ii260,0<)0,  leaving 
the  balance  of  ."t>80J,(»(-K}  against  us.  Hence,  they 
conclude  that  these  unfavorable  balances,  amount- 
ing to  (!;2,690,00(».  must  have  been  paid  in  specie, 
and  caused  a  part  of  the  fearful  "drain"  before 
mentioned.  Fortunately,  however,  the  same  com- 
mercial report  affords  the  means  of  dispelling  this 
chimera.  The  export  of  specie  is  there  detailed 
with  the  same  exactness  as  that  of  any  other  ar- 
ticle of  commerce;  and  it  appears,  that  not  a 
single  dollar  was  shipped  to  Russia  and  Sweden 
for  that  year.  How  they  may  account  for  this 
extraordinary  state  of  things  1  know  not,  unlets 
by  supposing  thai  the  balance  has  been  given  to 
us  without  any  consideration.  Sir,  the  balance 
has  been  fully  paid  for;  the  poverty  of  the 
two  countries  in  question  does  not  even  permit 
them  to  give  any  credit  in  commerce.  It  was 
paid  for  by  sugar  and  coffee,  and  other  produce  ot' 
the  West  India  islands,  by  pepper,  and  spices,  and 
silks,  and  other  commodities  trom  China  and  the 
East  Indies,  which  were  the  fruit  of  our  circuitous 
trade.  This  trade  furnishes  immense  cargoes,  of 
which  our  custom-houses  can  take  no  cognizance. 
The  original  cargo  indeed  is  shipped  irom  this 
country,  and  an  invoice  of  trilling  aruount  regis- 
tered with  the  collector.  The  vessel  takes  its  de- 
parture for  the  Indies.  In  the  distant  market,  the 
invoice  is  of  small  consideration,  compared  with 
the  freight  and  other  expenses;  a  cargo  of  great 
value  is  obtained  in  return,  not  suited  so  well  for 
this  country,  where  similar  commodities  are  plen- 
tifully supplied,  but  well  adapted  to  European  ccfti- 
sumpiion.  At  Ilamburg.  wrJiout  having  returned 
to  America,  an  ample  market  furni>hes  exchange 
for  St.  Petersburg,  or  Stockholm,  or  the  cargo  it- 
self is  sold  in  these  latter  cities  at  a  profitable  ad- 
vance ;  and  thus  a  cargo  of  iron  or  hemp  is  pro- 
vided and  brought  to  our  own  i)orts.  This,  sir,  is 
the  course  of  our  traffic  with  countries  upon  the 
Baltic.  It  brings  us,  in  addition  to  the  particular 
staples  of  those  countries,  a  portion  of  the  specie 
which  we  occasionally  receive,  and,  indeed,  which 
we  never  coUld  obtain,  but  by  the  profitable  em- 
ployment of  the  industry  and  enterprise  of  our 
citizens,  in  transferring  our  domestic  products, not 
only  directly  to  foreign  countries,  but  from  one 
country  to  another,  as  often  as  an  advantageous 
exchange  can  be  made,  till  at  last,  the  entire  profit 
returns  to  enrich  ourselves  with  the  various  pro- 
ductions of  foreign  climes.  In  these  returns,  specie 
will  always  bear  such  proportion,  as  its  relative 
value  wall  other  commodities  shall  make  profitable 
to  the  importer. 

It  may  be  said  that  the  duty  on  iron  and  hemp, 
proposed  by  the  bill  before  us,  will  not  annihilate 
the  trade  of  the  Baltic,  nor  greatly  reduce  it.  That 
it  must  very  greatly  reduce  it,  sir,  I  think  cannot 
be  doubted  by  those,  who  know  the  pressure  of 
the  existing  duties.  Under  the  influence  of  these, 
our  foreign  tonnage  has  experienced  a  constant 
diminution  for  the  last  three  years,  of  which  we 
have  official  reports,    in  1820,  it  was  b<J1.2o3  tons; 
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in  1821,  769,084  ;  and  in  1822,  it  was  reduced  to    man,  is  the  condition  of  those  manufacturers  re- 

747,887.  This  gradual  diminution,  can  be  traced  i  siding  in  the  interior,  who  have  no  market  at 
to  no  other  cause  than  the  discouragement  of  our  i  home,  but  must  depend  upon  that  of  the  Atlantic 
foreign  commerce,  under  the  pressure  of  a  heavy  I  cities?  As  it  regards  them,  the  picture  is  re- 
tariff.  Should  this  pressure  not  only  continue,  versed.  In  addition  to  the  first  cost  of  their  iron, 
but  be  increased,  the  decay  of  trade  must  be  pro-  ;  they  are  compelled  to  incur  the  expense  of  trans- 
portionably  rapid  ;  our  revenue  must  be  greatly  I  porting  it  to  a  market  where  it  comes  into  corn- 
reduced,  and  the  navy  itself  must  be  sacrificed,  t  petition  with  that  from  Russia  and  Sweden^ 
These  considerations  are  of  deep  concern  to  every  I  Such  ironmasters,  under  the  present  tariff,  must 


section  and  to  every  interest  in  this  rising  coun- 
try. 1  trust,  sir,  they  will  be  fully  examined,  and, 
as  an  earnest  of  the  sound  and  enlarged  views  of 
policy,  which  alone  can  insure  our  prosperity,  I 


hope  the  motion  which  I  had  the  honor  to  submit,  j  been  compelled  to  stop 
will  prevail.  -^  . 

Mr.  BtcHA.NAN,  of  Pennsylvania,  followed  Mr. 
Fuller.  He  said,  that  the  duty  upon  bar  iron, 
according  to  the  existing  tariff,  was  fifteen  dollars 
per  ton.  This  bill  proposes  to  increase  it  to  S22 
"K) — and  the  question  for  the  Committee  to  decide, 
was  the  policy  of  this  measure. 

It  has  been  contended,  said  Mr.  B..  by  the  gen 


nevitably  be  ruined,  if  they  should  continue  in 
the  business.     They  would  lose  upon  every  ton  of 
iron  which  they  manufacture.     The  consequence 
has  been,  that  most  of  them,  in  this  situation,  have 


Sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  the  traveller,  if  he  had  gone 
into  the  interior  and  mountainous  districts  of 
Pennsylvania,  but  a  few  years  ago,  would  have 
found  a  great  number  of  furnaces  and  forges  in 
active  operation.  Their  owners  were  not  only 
prosperous  themselves,  but  they  spread  prosperity 
around  them.  These  manufactories  presented  the 
best  and  surest  market  to  the  neighboring  country, 


ileman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Fuller.)  that  '  for  the  products  of  agriculture.  Thus,  they  dif- 
bar  iron  might  be  considered  as  almost  a  raw  ma- 1  fused  wealth  among  the  people,  money  circulated 
terial.  If  that  gentleman  intended  to  convey  the  '  freely,  and  the  manufacturer  and  the  farmer  were 
idea,  that  the  manufacture  of  this  article  requires    equally  benefited. 

but  little  capital,  he  is  entirely  mistaken.  The  j  The  present  aspect  of  those  districts  presents  a 
man  who  expects  to  prosecute  it  with  success,  i  melancholy  contrast  to  that  which  I  have  just  dc- 
ou<Tht  not  only  to  possess  a  considerable  active  !  scribed.  It  is  a  just  comment  upon  the  policy  of 
capital,  but  a  large  body  of  land  covered  with  tim-  i  that  country  which  will  not  aflbrd  a  reasonable 
l)er.  Before  the  ore  is  manufactured  into  bar  iron,  I  protection  to  its  own  domestic  industry,  and 
it  undergoes  two  distinct   processes,  at  different  I  thereby  gives  to  foreigners  a  decided  preference 


factories.  At  the  furnace  it  is  converted  into  pig 
metal,  which,  in  the  forge,  is  manufactured  into 
bar  iron.  These  factories  are  generally  distinct, 
and  each  of  them  requires  a  large  capital.  If. 
therefore,  you  sufler  the  manufactories  of  iron  to 
be  destroyed,  and  the  capital  invested  in  them  to 
be  diverted  into  other  channels,  it  will  be  difficult 
to  restore  them,  when  the  necessities  of  the  coun- 
try may  demand  such  a  measure. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Ful- 
ler) has  alleged  that  the  manufacturers  of  iron, 
in  Pennsylvania,  are  now  in  a  prosperous  condi- 
tion.    It  is  true,  said   Mr.  B.,  that  a  few  of  the 
ironmasters,  who  had  acquired  sufficient  wealth 
to  survive  the  general  wreck  in  which  a  large 
proportion  of  that  class  of  our  citizens  has  been 
involved,  have  been  able  to  support  themselves. 
This,  however,  has   been  the  case  only  with  re- 
spect to  those  who  reside  at  some  distance  from 
the  seacoast,  and    in   a  neighborhood   in   which 
there  is  a  demand  for  all  the  iron  they  can  manu- 
facture.    F'oreign  iron,  before  it  can  come  into 
competition  with  theirs,  must,  in  addition  to  the 
j»resent  duty,  pay  the  exp<?nse  of  transportation 
into  the  country.     Such  individuals,  by  the  ruin 
of  rival  manufacturers,  and  by  the  consequent  de- 
struction  of  domestic   competition  within    their 
sphere,   have    become   the  monopolists  of  their 
neighboring  markets.     In  this  manner,  the  farmer 
is  compelled  to  pay  a  mucii  greater  price  for  his 
iron,  than  he  would  be  obliged  to  give,  if  the  pro- 
tecting  power  of  the  Government  would   recall 
into  existence  those  rival   manufactories,  which 
have  sunk  under  its  neglect.     What,  Mr.  Chair- 


in  its  markets.  Although  that  portion  of  Penn- 
sylvania abound<;  with  ore,  with  wood,  and  with 
water  power,  yet  its  manufactories  generally  have 
sunk  into  ruin,  and  exist  only  as  standing  monu- 
ments of  the  false  policy  of  the  Government.  The 
manufacturers  and  their  laborers  have  both  been 
thrown  out  of  employment,  and  the  neighboring 
t'armer  is  without  a  market. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  the  records  of  your  Govern- 
ment prove,  conclusively,  that  foreign  iron  is 
rapidly  driving  domestic  competition  out  of  the 
market.  In  the  year  1819,  16,241  tons  of  foreign 
hammered  iron  were  imported.  In  the  year  1822,  it 
had  increased  to  26,508  tons.  What  it  was  dur- 
ing the  last  year,  I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain 
with  precision,  but  I  am  informed,  that  it  has  been 
regularly  progressing  in  the  same  proportion. 
Thus,  we  perceive,  that,  in  the  short  space  of 
three  years,  the  increase  has  been  more  than  ten 
thousand  tons. 

Can  any  statesman,  sskid  Mr.  B.,  regard  this 
process  with  indifference  1  Is  it  the  policy  of  this 
nation  to  suffer  the  manufacture  of  iron  to  be  de- 
stroyed ?  Can  any  gentleman  for  a  moment  sanc- 
tion such  an  opinion  ?  No  nation  can  be  per- 
fectly independent,  which  depends  upon  foreign 
countries  for  its  supply  of  iron.  It  is  an  article 
eijually  necessary  in  peace  and  in  war.  Without 
a  plentiful  supply  of  it,  we  cannot  provide  for  the 
common  defence.  Can  we  so  soon  have  forgotten 
the  lesson  which  experience  taught  us,  during  the 
late  war  with  Great  Britain  ?  Our  foreign  supply 
was  then  cut  oft",  and  we  could  not  manufacture 
in  sufficient  quantities  for  the  increased  domestic 
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demaod.  The  price  of  the  article  became  extrav- 
agant, and  both  the  Government  and  the  agricul- 
turist were  compelled  to  pay  double  the  sum  for 
which  they  might  have  purchased  it,  had  its  man- 
ufacture, before  that  period,  been  encouraged  by 
proper  protecting  duties.  VVe  cannot  now  always 
expect  to  remain  at  peace;  and  the  only  means 
of  securing  to  ourselves,  m  time  of  war,  an  abun- 
dant supply  of  this  necessary  article,  at  a  cheap 
rate,  is  to  encourage  its  manufacture,  whilst  we 
are  on  terms  of  friendship  with  all  nations. 

But  after  all,  Mr.  Chairman,  what  do  we  ask 
by  this  bill  for  the  manufacturers  of  iron  ?  Not 
a  prohibitory  duty,  as  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts (Mr.  Fuller)  seems  to  suppose,  which 
will  exclude  foreign  iron  Irom  our  market.  W'c 
wish  only  to  infuse  into  our  own  manufactures 
sufficient  vigor  to  enable  them  to  struggle  against 
foreign  competition.  Protection,  not  prohibition, 
is  our  object.  The  revenue  which  the  country  at 
present  derives  from  foreign  iron  will,  for  several 
years  at  least,  be  increased  by  the  proposed  addi- 
tional duty  ;  and  at  the  same  time  a  most  impor- 
tant branch  of  our  domestic  industry  will  be 
gradually  cherished.  For  the  proof  of  this  asser- 
tion, I  refer  to  the  opinion  advanced  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  in  his  annual  report,  during 
the  last  session,  on  the  state  of  the  finances.  In  it 
he  distinctly  declares  *'  that  the  duties  upon  glass 
and  paper,  upon  iron  and  lead,  and  upon  all  arti- 
cles composed  of  the  two  latter  materials,  may  be 
increased,  "with  a  view  to  the  augmentation  of 
the  revenue."  His  report  during  the  present  ses- 
sion shows  that  hestill  entertains  the  same  opinion. 

Mr.  B.  said,  revenue  was  at  this  time  an  impor- 
tant consideration.  In  the  imposition  of  new  duties, 
we  should  not  lose  sight  of  the  Treasury.  Not- 
withstanding the  siren  notes  which  we  have  heard 
on  this  floor  concerning  the  prosperous  condition 
of  our  revenue,  we  know  that  we  are  in  debt  about 
ninety  millions  of  dollars;  a  great  part  of  which 
will  become  payable  before  our  ordinary  resources 
will  enable  us  to  extinguish  it.  Mr.  B.  said  it  was 
his  opinion  that,  should  this  bill  pass,  with  a  very 
few  amendments,  it  would  for  some  years  con- 
siderably increase  the  revenue  of  the  country,  and 
assist  in  enabling  u.>  to  discharge  our  national 
debt.  The  proper  occasion,  however,  has  not  yet 
arrived  for  such  a  general  investigation. 

As  it  regards  the  article  of  iron,  we  may  fairly 
infer,  from  the  history  of  its  importation,  that  the 
proposed  addition  to  the  duty  will  increase  the 
revenue.  In  determinirig  this  question,  we  should 
inquire  whether  the  foreign  importation  is  increas- 
ing under  the  existing  tariff;  and  if  so,  whether 
slowly  or  rapidly.  According  to  this  advance,  we 
may  proportion  the  additional  duty,  always  keep- 
ing within  reasonable  limits.  We  find  that  in 
three  years  the  increase  has  been  more  than  ten 
thousand  tons.  Under  the  operation  of  this  bill, 
the  revenue  will  be  augmented  until  the  quantity 
imported  shall  be  less  by  one-third  than  it  is  at 
present.  No  person  acqi^inted  with  the  condition 
of  the  iron  manufactories  of  the  country  can  sup- 
pose that  they  will  be  able  to  produce  this  effect 
lor  many  years  to  come  under  an  additional  duty 
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of  only  S7  50  per  ton.    It  will,  however,  afford 

them  that  gradual  protection  which  is  in  accord- 
ance with  the  settled  policy  of  this  nation  :  a  poli- 
cy which,  whilst  it  encourages  domestic  manufac- 
tures, never  loses  sight  of  the  great  interests  of 
agriculture  and  commerce. 

Mr,  B.  said  there  was  no  article  from  the  im- 
portation of  which  a  duty  might  be  more  fairly 
derived  than  iron.  It  would  not  in  any  degree 
be  partial  in  its  operation.  Its  use  was  universal, 
and  all  parts  of  the  Union  would,  therefore,  con- 
tribute their  fair  proportion.  Mr.  B.  concluded 
by  observing  that  there  was  no  item  in  the  bill 
which  had  fairer  claims  to  be  retained  than  the 
article  of  iron. 

Mr.  Mallarv  said,  that  no  article  named  in  the 
bill  was  of  more  importance  than  that  of  iron.  It 
W(iuld  be  a  fatal  objection  in  his  mind  to  any 
measure,  which  did  not  give  it  additional  encou- 
ragement. It  was  important  to  every  branch  of 
our  industry.  It  was  essential  to  the  safety  and 
defence  of  the  country.  Mr.  M.  conMdered  it  im- 
possible to  discuss  the  question  before  the  Com- 
mittee, without  referring  to  the  general  policy  of 
giving  more  decisive  aid  to  manufaciuns,  than 
has  been  don<'  by  the  (iovernment.  He  hoped  he 
should  have  the  attention  of  the  Committee,  while 
he  presented  his  views  on  the  general  subject,  as 
well  as  on  the  particular  object  of  the  motion. 

All  who  have  spoken,  admit  that  the  proposed 
measure  is  of  the  greatest  magnitude;  that  it  re- 
quired the  most  candid  examination,  as  well  as 
the  exerci>e  of  the  most  deliberate  judgment.  It 
had  been  demanded  by  millions  of  the  people  of 
this  Union,  as  the  only  means  of  relieving  them 
from  the  distresses  of  the  limes,  and  it  was  opposed 
by  others  as  sure  to  increase  the  embarrassments 
already  existing. 

The  condition  of  agriculture  and  manufactures, 
particularly  in  the  interior  of  the  Northern,  Mid- 
dle, and  Western  Slates,  had  been  rejK'atedly  de- 
scribed. The  great  staple>  of  agriculture  have  no 
market  which  affords  a  reward  for  the  industry  of 
the  people.  Instead  of  the  prospect  of  improve- 
ment, the  future  seemed  to  promise  nothing  but 
additional  misfortune.  The  change  from  war  to 
peace  was  attended  with  the  severest  calamities. 
They  were  natural  and  unavoidable.  It  was  ex- 
pected, when  the  business  of  the  country  had  re- 
turned to  its  natural  channel,  the  people  would 
again  enjoy  the  blessings  of  prosperity.  But  the 
settled  stale  of  the  country  brings  no  relief.  The 
vast  interior  of  the  Union  presents  a  cheerless 
prospect  of  agriculture  discouraged,  manufactures 
r  led,  and  the  energies  of  millions  of  people  re- 
lax   '  and  prostrate. 

Sir,  other  nations  have  risen  triumphant  over 
the  havoc  and  desolation  of  wars,  France  was 
crushed  by  the  combination  of  Europe  against 
her.  Her  resources  seemed  to  be  exhausted  by  the 
exactions  of  her  enemies.  She  has  recovered  from 
her  misfortunes,  and  her  i)eople  appear  to  have 
forgotlen  their  long  and  dreadful  sufferings.  Eng- 
land has  also  astonished  the  world  by  an  almost 
instantaneous  release  from  the  burdens  created  by 
her  unparalleled  efforts.    Her  condition  was  never 
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more  prosperous,  she  never  made  a  more  sure  and 
steady  march  towards  the  summit  of  power  and 
greatness,  than  at  the  present  moment. 

Sir,  why  do  great  and  important  sections  of 
country  afford  no  evidence  of  increasing  wealth 
and  prosperity?  Why  do  the  products  of  agri- 
culture find  such  wretched  markets  ?  Why  does 
the  value  of  the  soil  itself  daily  diminish  in  value, 
iu  almost  every  interior  part  ofthe  country  ?  The 
labor  of  a  nation  is  said  to  be  the  primary  source 
of  its  wealth.  Can  Government  give  it  a  direc- 
tion more  beneficial  ?  Will  any  further  promotion 
of  manufactures  improve  our  condition  ? 

It  has,  sir,  been  maintained  by  high  authority, 
that  ''legislation  does  not  create  wealth,  but  sim- 
ply transfers  it  from  hand  to  hand,  and  can  enrich 
one  class  only  by  impoverishing  others."  1  refer 
to  the  Boston  memorial  on  your  table.  We  are 
also  told  by  the  same,  "that  it  would  be  sure- 
'  ly  surprising,  that  a  system  of  restriction  so  une- 

*  qual  and  so  repugnant  to  all  sound  theory,  should 

*  be  adopted  by  a  free  and  enlightened  people,  at  a 

*  time  when  the  greatest  statesmen  of  Europe,  after 
'  a  long  trial  of  it,  are  openly  acknowledging  its 

*  incorrectness,  and  whole  nations  suffering  and 
'  lamenting  the  conscijuences  of  its  adoption." 
The  same  sentiments  have  been  repeatedly  ad- 
vanced in  this  debate.  We  have  been  told  that  no 
enlightened  Government  ever  directed  the  indus- 
try of  its  people  to  new  employments.  That  it 
never  gave  aid  but  to  manufacturing  establish- 
ments already  in  existence. 

How  can  we  determine  the  correctness  or  in- 
correctness of  the  ditferent  opinions  and  statements 
relating  to  the  subject  before  us  ?  To  theory  ?  We 
are  lost  at  once  amidst  the  jargon  of  the  schools 
of  political  economy.     Is  it  not  safer  to  trust  our-  I 
selves  to  the  practical  experience  of  enlightened 
nations,   than   to   their    vit^ionary  writers,  whose 
opinions  were  never  regarded  at  home  ?     Whose 
productions,  as  was  emphatically  observed  by  a 
distinguished  advocate  ofthe  policy  for  which  we 
are  now  contending,  "  were  like  the  fabrics  of  their 
country,  made  tor  exportation,  and  not  for  home 
consumption."      We  apply  to  individuals  those 
rules  which   are  found    by'  experience  useful    to 
govern  the  conduct  of  individuals.    We  determine 
their  value  by  the  ellVcts  they  produce.    The  same 
may  be  said  of  those  rules  of^  policy  by  which  na- 
tions are  controlled.     Labor,  industry,  and  wealth, 
are  the  same  in   all  countries;  they  must  be  ac- 
quired by  .the  same  general  means.     A  policy, 
which  one  nation  may  adopt  with  success,  may  be 
beneficial  to  another.     If  history  was  ever  valua- 
ble, It  IS  in  the  investigation  ofthe  important  .*"b- 
ject  now  before  this  Committee.     If  its  me9   .^^es 
could  ever  be  employed  in  aid  of  legislation,  (heir 
value  must  be  admitted  on   the  present  occasion. 
In  my  remarks  I  shall  refer  to  those  manufactures 
of  the  greatest  importance  in  a  national  point  of 
view.     Those  of  inferior  character  will  be  found 
to  flourish  where  the  others  have  been  promoted. 

The  States  of  Italy  were  the  first  which  awak- 
ened from  the  slumber  of  the  dark  ages.  While 
they  distributed  the  rich  products  of  the  East 
throughout  Europe,  they  engaged  in  manufactures 


themselves.  They  excelled  in  the  fabrics  of  silk 
and  wool.  For  several  centuries  they  furnished 
the  Northern  nations  with  great  supplies  of  these 
and  other  products  of  their  own  industry.  They 
advanced  rapidly  to  opulence  and  power.  The 
Lombards,  for  a  great  length  of  time,  controlled 
the  currency  of  Europe.  They  were  the  bankers 
ofthe  civilized  world.  Arts,  sciences,  and  civili- 
zation, made  unrivalled  progress. 

Netherlands  contained  the  depot  of  Eastern  and 
Italian  merchandise,  from  which  it  found  its  way 
into  all  the  surrounding  countries.  Netherlands, 
stimulated  by  example,  soon  engaged  in  manufac- 
tures, especially  of  wool  and  flax  ;  her  fabrics 
were  also  distributed  among  the  neighboring  na- 
tions. For  several  centuries  she  advanced  before 
any  other  nation  of  the  North  in  wealth,  power, 
and  civilifation.  Her  people  controlled  the  com- 
merce and  navigation  of  England,  France,  and 
the  Baltic  States,  for  a  long  period.  These  coun- 
tries were  tributary  to  her  industry,  skill,  and  en- 
terprise. It  was  against  Italy  and  Netherlands 
that  the  first  restrictive  measures  of  other  nations 
were  first  directed.  Their  wealth  and  prosperity 
had  at  length  aroused  the  attention  of  some  ofthe 
principal  Powers  of  Europe. 

Until  about  IGOO,  France  was  almost  entirely 
dependent  upon  those  two  nations  for  every  valu- 
able manufacture.    She  received  from  Italy  large 
supplies  of  silks  of  various  fabric,  and  woollens 
and  linens  to  an  immense  amount  from  Nether- 
lands.     She  was  continually  drained  of  the  pre- 
cious metals.      Her   commerce   and   agriculture 
made  slow  improvement.     The  contrast  between 
France  and  her  nearest  neighbors  at  this  period 
affords  a  most  instructive  lesson.     It  illustrates 
the  effect  of  the  grand  political  dogma,  that  the 
interest  of  a  country  will  regulate  itself  to  the  best 
advantage.     Sir,  it  was  reserved  to  Henry  IV.  to 
discover   the  real   poverty    and   weakness  of  his 
country.      He  saw  that  it  was  a  mere  dependant 
upon  the  industry  and  enterprise  of  others,  and  he 
was  determined   to  change  the  long  established 
policy  of  his  less  intelligent  predecessors.     He  en- 
couraged the  production  of  raw  silk,  which,  like 
the  cotton  of  the  Southern  States,  soon  afforded 
the  most  abundant  supply.     He  procured  manu- 
facturers from  Milan,  established  them  in  France, 
and  gave  them  protection  and  the  most  liberal  re- 
wards.    The  result  aflbrded  demonstration  of  the 
wisdom  of  his  measures.     In  a  few  years  his  peo- 
ple supplied  themselves  with  those  fabrics  of  silk 
which  had  been  procured  from  abroad  at  the  most 
ruinous  expense.     She  was  immediately  the  suc- 
cessful rival  of  the  Italians  in  foreign  markets. 
Henry  also  extended  his  protecting  hand  to  the 
manufacture  of  linens  with  equal  success.    A  rapid 
and  beneficial  change  in  the  condition  of  France 
was  every  where  perceived.     Her  agriculture  was 
improved,  her  commerce  was  extended,  and  the 
great  mass  of  the  people  enjoyed  a  state  of  pros- 
perity to  which  they  had  ever  been  strangers.     If 
history  is  entitled  to  the  least  credit;  if  its  page  is 
not  darkened  with  falsehoods.  France  gained  more 
solid  benetits  during  twenty  years  of  Henry's  reign 
than  she  had  for  ages  before.      He  has  ever  been 
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hailed  as  the  Father  of  his  nation;  as  the  most 
enlightened  statesman  France  ever  produced ;  as 
an  example  of  wisdom  which  has  never  been  ex- 
celled by  any  crowned  head  of  Europe. 

I  shall  now,  sir,  refer  to  another  period  of  the 
history  of  France.  It  is  full  of  instruction  on  this 
point.  I  mean  the  age  of  Louis  XIV.  France  >till 
continued  to  receive  woollens,  and  many  other  fab- 
rics, from  abroad.  The  benefits  she  had  received, 
from  the  policy  of  Henry,  pointed  out  a  luminous 
path  to  national  prosperity.  The  culture  of  silk 
had  succeeded.  Its  manufacture,  in  all  its  branches, 
had  surmounted  every  difficulty.  The  productions 
of  linen  and  many  others  gave  a  triumph  to  that 
wisdom  which  brought  them  intoexistence.  Louis, 
aided  by  the  sagacity  and  intelligence  of  Colbert, 
of  men  who.se  counsels  were  the  admiration,  as 
well  as  the  dread  of  Europe,  was  determintd  to 
pursue  with  zeal  a  policy  Irom  which  his  nation 
had  already  gained  such  decisive  advantages. 
France  had  no  manufacture  of  woollens  to  any 
amount.  The  manufacture  of  broad  cloths  was 
of  the  first  importance.  Louis  did  not  wait  for 
his  people  to  begin  an  unaided  experiment.  He 
did  not  wait  until  he  saw  them  struggling  with  a 
competition  which  tliey  could  not  wiilistand.  His 
policy  extended  to  every  thing  valuable  to  his  peo- 
ple, for  their  own  use  and  consumption,  or  foreign 
commerce.  He  did  not  believe  that  regulations 
could  only  transfer  wealth  from  hand  to  hand, 
enriching  one  class  only  by  impoverishing  others. 
He  may  be  said  to  have  created  the  manufacture 
of  broad  cloths.  He  gave  liberal  bounties  to  ar- 
tists. He  laid  heavy  duties  on  rival  fabrics,  and, 
finally,  entire  prohibition.  On  an  occasion  of  na- 
tional sorrow  and  mourninir.  the  fashion  of  the 
day  required  the  use  of  certain  articles  produced 
by  England  alone.  He  issued  his  mandate  against 
the  laws  of  fashion,  and  required  that  French 
fabrics  should  be  u>ed  in  preference  to  all  others. 
In  a  short  period  the  French  manufactures  ex- 
cluded those  of  England  and  Netherlands  from 
the  valuable  markets  of  the  Levant. 

The  Dutch  had  the  coasting  trade  of  France  in 
their  hands.  By  a  moderate  bounty  on  French 
vessels  these  foreigners  were  compelled  to  retire, 
and  the  navigation  af  the  country  was  instantly 
sufficient. 

Cotton  goods  were  introduced  from  India.  Their 
use  had  become  extensive.  As  soon  as  the  raw 
material  was  procured,  the  foreign  fabric  was  at 
once  prohibited.  The  manufacture  instantly 
sprang  into  existence.  A  supply  was  readily  cre- 
ated for  domestic  use,  and  for  exportation.  We 
have  seen  the  same  effect  produced  in  the  United 
States,  from  the  protection  afibrded  to  coarser 
cottons. 

France  was,  at  this  time,  advancing  before  every 
nation  of  Europe.  Her  agriculture  was  flourish- 
ing. Her  commerce  was  extended.  Her  manufac- 
tures were  unrivalled.  The  interior  of  the  country 
was  every  day  rising  into  importance.  Cities, 
towns,  and  villages,  were  every  where  improving. 
The  arts  and  sciences  progressed  with  unparal- 
leled rapidity,  and  gave  their  splendid  embellish- 
meuis  lo  the  character  of  the  nation. 


« 


It  is  true,  sir,  that  the  mad  ambition  and  wild 
fanaticsm  of  Louis,  plunged  his  nation  into  the 
greatest  difficulties.  His  bloody  and  extravagant 
wars  would  have  ruined  any  other  nation.  The 
shameful  revocation  of  the  edict  of  Nantes,  it  is 
said,  drove  eight  hundred  thousand  of  his  best  sub- 
jects into  foreign  countries.  Notwithstanding, 
France  adhered  to  her  policy.  She  soon  regain- 
ed that  prosperity  which  had  been  interrupted  by 
temporary  weakness  and  folly. 

Permit  me,  sir,  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  some  further  illustrations  of  the  effects 
of  that  policy,  of  which  I  am  an  humble  advocate. 
English  fabrics,  as  well  as  the  agricultural  pro- 
ductions of  England,  were  excluded  from  France. 
Yet  England  remained  under  the  dominion  of 
French  fashions.  She  continued  to  take  from 
P>ance  a  great  amount  of  merchandise.  The  ef- 
fects were  allowed  lo  be  the  most  disastrous.  Her 
writers  inform  us  that  the  distress  and  embarrass- 
ments of  the  [H-ople  of  England  were  great  and 
universal.  They  were  felt  by  all  classes  employed 
either  in  agriculture,  commerce,  or  manufactures. 
Coin  disappeared,  and  there  was  a  general  stagna- 
tion of  every  kind  of  business.  We  arc  told  that 
a  balance  of  two  millions  sterling  was  ascertained 
to  exist  against  her  in  favor  of  France.  The  Eng- 
lish Government  felt  the  wretched  consequences 
of  this  trade.  It  was  prohibited  for  three  years.  ' 
This  prohibition  was  attended  with  the  mo>t  sal- 
utary benefits.  England  instantly  felt  the  revival 
of  all  the  various  branches  of  industry.  The  three 
years'  prohibition  expired.  England  was  suddenly 
inundated  with  French  manufactures.  We  are 
again  informed  that,  in  a  period  of  three  years, 
the  balance  against  England  was  alx)ut  five  mil- 
lions sterling.  We  are  told  by  the  witnesses  of 
these  events,  that  the  trade  with  France,  if  suf- 
fered to  continue,  would  have  completely  beggared 
England.  England  again  prohibited  that  trade, 
and  again  that  policy  was  triumphant.  France 
continued  to  pursue  the  course  pointed  out  by 
Henry  and  Louis.  In  1781.  Mr.  Neckar  says,  her 
exports  were  three  hundred  millions  of  livres;  her 
imports  two  hundred  and  twenty  millions,  which 
gave  her  a  balance  of  eighty  millions.  He  esti- 
mated the  coin  in  circulation  at  eighty-seven  mil- 
lions of  pounds  sterling. 

1  will  now  make  a  brief  reference  to  the  policy 
of  England.  No  very  decisive  and  permanent 
protection  had  been  given  to  her  manufactures, 
until  the  time  of  Elizabeth.  That  distinguished 
princess,  celebrated  as  one  of  the  ablest  rulers  that 
ever  sat  upon  a  British  throne,  had  the  sao-aciiy 
to  see,  and  the  firmness  to  maintain,  the  soTid  in- 
terests of  her  people.  She  was  not  blind  to  the 
causes  of  the  wealth  and  power  of  Netherlands. 
The  example  was  not  suflered  to  escape  her  no- 
tice. The  artisans  of  that  country  were  decidedly 
superior  to  her  own.  The  English  had,  for  a 
great  length  of  time,  .^ent  their  woollen  cloths 
abroad  to  be  finished.  This  was  prohibited,  and 
soon  the  English  could  equal,  if  not  surpass  their 
neighbors,  to  whom  they  had  been  inferior.  Eli- 
zabeth prohibited,  from  time  to  time,  all  such 
fabrics  as  her  own  people  could  produce.     The 


February,  1824. 


The  Tariff  BiU. 


H.  OF  R. 


\ 


result  was  invariable.  British  workmen  never 
failed  lo  furnish  a  supply.  That  nation  never 
made  such  advances  to  opulence  and  power  as 
during  her  reign.  The  agriculture,  the  commerce, 
and  manufactures  of  England,  all  were  indebted 
for  their  prosperity  to  her  guardian  care.  Eliza- 
beth is  placed  by  historians,  orators,  and  poets,  at 
the  head  of  British  sovereigns.  Her  reputation 
for  talents  and  wisdom  are  the  constant  pride  of 
Englishmen.  Sir,  by  what  means  did  she  ascend 
to  that  elevated  rank  ?  Because  she  gave  wealth 
and  power  to  her  nation.  And  how  was  this  ac- 
complished ?  It  was  by  making  England  depend- 
t-nt  on  England  alone,  as  far  as  nature  would  al- 
low. It  was  by  throwing  off  a  servile  dependence 
on  Italy,  Netherlands,  and  France,  for  those  sup- 
plies, wfiich  her  own  people  could  produce  within 
themselves. 

The  coasting  trade  of  England,  like  that  of 
France,  was  carried  on,  almost  wholly,  by  Dutch 
vessels,  for  several   centuries.     We  are  told  that 
five  or  six  hundred  Dutch  ships  were  engaged  in 
the  'rade  between  Netherlands  and  England,  and 
not  more  than  fifty  English.     The  English  Gov- 
ernment well  knew  that  its  navigation  would  al- 
ways remain  contemptible,  unle>s  it  was  aided. 
The  Dutch,  having  numberless  vessels  and  ample  | 
capital,  competition  could  not  be  sustained  against  j 
them.     Protection  was  afforded,  and  the  English  j 
instantly    rivaled    their    enterprising    neighbors.  | 
The  United  Slates  imitated  that  exampfe,  and  j 
our  navigation  has  been  equally  successful.^  j 

Atter  Elizabeth,  Frencti  politics  and  French 
fashions  gained  ground  in  England.  A  relaxa- 
tion of  the  policy,  so  triumphantly  nursued  by 
that  Princess,  was  allowed  to  take  place.  The 
ruinous  elfecis  to  England  have  been  already 
mentioned,  and  also  the  measures  adopted  lo  save 
that  nation  Irorn  the  fatal  consequences  of  an 
open  and  unrestrained  trade  with  France. 

Sir,  England  gave  protection  to  the  manufac- 
ture of  silk.     This,  01    itsell,  would  seem  to  give 
conclusive  evidence  of  the  benefits  produced  by 
attention  to  manufactures.     Of  all  countries,  Eng- 
land must  have  been  the  most  unfavorable  to  this 
branch  of  industry.     Some  have  doubted  whether 
the  efforts  of  Government  to  maintain  and  pro- 
tect It,  under  the  greatest  discouragements,  were 
compatible  with  its  best  interests.     But  Govern- 
ment persevered.     The  English  advanced  in  skill 
with  a  steady  pace,  and  were  successful.     They 
could  meet  ihe  Italians  with  superior  fabrics  and 
undersell  them  in  their  own  markets.     This  man- 
ufacture is  now  in  the  most  flourishing  condition. 
It  gives  employment  to  multitudes  of  people,  and 
IS  a  source  of  wealth  to  tfie  natiou.     It  has  amply 
repaid  the  price  ol  the  fostering  care  and  unshaken 
protection  it  has  received.     In  I82;i,  England  im- 
ported raw  silk  to  the  value  of  nine  hundred  and 
thirty  thousand  pounds  sterling.     For  1823,  the 
importation  is  estimated  at  more  than  a  million. 
The  value  of  silk  manufactures  is  supposed  to  be 
alK)ve  fifty  millions  of  dollars  for  a  single  year,  a 
sum  nearly  equal  to  all  the  exports  of  agricultural 
products  from   the   United  Slates   for  the  same 
l>eriod  of  lime. 


Sir.  the  attention  of  the  Committee  is  asked  to 
a  further  development  of  the  policy  of  England 
towards  other  nations.  It  is  most  clearly  exhib- 
ited in  her  conduct  relating  to  this  country,  when 
her  colonies.  That  conduct  is  so  frankly  and 
honestly  expressed  in  the  treatise  of  Mr.  Gee  oq 
English  trade  and  manufactures,  that  his  language 
shall  be  used.  He  was  a  distinguished  rnerchant, 
and  seems  fully  to  understand  the  subject.  As 
evidence  of  the' weight  of  his  opinions,  his  Gov- 
ernment adopted  several  of  the  measures  which 
he  recommended.  The  work  to  which  I  have^ 
alluded  was  written  about  1730.  Speaking  of 
the  American  colonies,  he  observes — "Now,  as 
'  people  have  been  filled  with  fears,  that  the  colo- 
'  nies,  if  encouraged  to  raise  the  rouo:h  materials, 
'  would  set  up  for  themselves,  a  little  regulation 
'  would  remove  all  those  jealousies  out  of  the  way ; 
'  for  then  our  merchants  and  manufacturers  would 
'  find  it  their  interest  to  promote  and  assist  them 
'  in  raising  those  materials  which  might  prove  so 
'  much  to  their  and  our  material  benefit."  Agaia 
he  says,  "•  its  encouragement  is  given  for  raising 
'  hemp,  flax,  &c.,  doubtless  they  will  soon  begin 
'  to  manufacture,  if  not  prevented  ;  therefore,  to 
'  stop  the  progress  of  any  such  manufacture,  it  is 
'  proposed  that  no  weaver  there  shall  have  liberty 
'  to  set  up  any  looms,  without  first  registering,  at 

•  an  office  kept  for   that   purpose,   his  name  and 

•  place  of  abode,"  &c.  Speaking  of  the  manufac- 
ture of  nails,  he  says  :  "  It  is  proposed  they  shall, 
'  for  the  lime  lo  come,  never  erect  the  manufac- 
'  luring  of  any.  under  the  size  of  a  two  shilling 
'  nail,  horse-shoe  nails  excepted  ;  that  all  slitting 
'  mills  and  engines  for  drawing  wire  or  weaving 

•  stockings  be   put  down.''     Again  :   "  That  all 

•  negroes" shall  be  prohibited  from  weaving  either 
'  linen  or  wool.  &c.  This  limitation  will  not 
'  abridge  the  planters  of  any  privilege  they  now 
'  enjoy ;  on  the  contrary,  it  will  turn  their  indus- 
'  try  to  promoting  and  raising  those  rough  mate- 
'  rials.-'  Again  he  says—''  New  England  and  the 
'  Northern  colonies  have  not  commodities  and 
'  products  enough  lo  send  us  in  return  for  pur- 
'  chasing  their  necessary  clothing.  &c.,  but  are 

•  under  very  great  difficulties,  and  therefore  any 
'  ordinary  sort  sells  well  with  them,  and  whea 
'  they  are  grown  out  of  fashion  with  us,  they  are 
'  new-fashioned  enough  there,  and  therefore  those 
'  places  are  the  great  markets  we  have  to  dispose 
'  of  such  goods."'     Thisj  sir,  is  plain,  honest  deal- 

As  the  writer  recommended,  the  colonial  gov- 
ernors were  directed  lo  perform  the  duly  of  spies, 
and  report  to  the  Government  the  progress  of  the 
colonists  in  manufactures.  It  was  ascertained 
that  they  exported  hats  lo  the  Spanish  main. 
This  was  at  once  prohibited.  The  manuf^acture 
itself,  for  domestic  use,  was  embarrassed  with  the 
most  despotic  regulations.  Every  species  of  man- 
ufacture was  discouraged  by  the  art  or  force  of 
the  mother  countrv.  This  was  English  policy  in 
1732  ;  it  is  the  saine  to-day.  It  will  continue  to 
be  the  same  while  England  exists.  No  eflorts 
will  be  wanting  to  preserve  what  she  has  so  long 
slru'^gled  to  acquire.     It  is  true,  sir,  she  cannot 
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control  us  by  her  power,  yet  she  seems  able  to  ac- 
complish her  object  by  other  means.  When  the 
domestic  manufacture  makes  its  appearance  in 
cur  markets,  unless  it  be  some  one  which  has  ad- 
equate protection,  they  are  instantly  inundated 
from  abroad,  with  a  similar  kind.  Goods  of  in- 
ferior quality,  out  of  fashion  in  other  countries, 
are  good  enough  for  us.  Auction  sales  augment 
the  evil.  The  domestic  manufacturer,  who  has 
had  the  enterpri.Ne  to  begin,  has  the  misfortune  of 
being  sacrificed  by  foreign  competition.  When 
the  prosperity  of  England  is  so  dependent  upon 
her  manufactures,  who  can  be  so  blind,  sir,  as  to 
iuppose  she  can  be  regardless  of  the  policy  of 
other  nations  ?  Whether  we  shall  continue  to 
submit   from  necessity  or  interest    to  a   system. 


'  culation  exempt  from  restraint,  and  the  facility 
'  afforded  by  reciprocal  exchanges,  that  almost  all 
'  Governments,  at  first,  resolved  to  seek  the  means 
'  of  repairing  the  evil  which  Europe  had  been 
'  doomed  to  suffer.  But  cx{)eriencc,  and  more  cor- 
'  rect  calculations,  because  they  were  made  from 
'  certain  data,  &c.,  forced  them  soon  to  adhere  to 
'  the  prohibiting  sytem.  England  preserved  her«. 
'  Austria  remained  faithful  to  the  rule  she  had 
'  laid  down  to  guard  herself  against  the  rivalry  of 
'  foreign  industry.  France,  with  the  same  views, 
'  adopted  the  most  rigorous  measures  of  precau- 
'  lion.  And  Prussia  published  a  new  tariff  m 
'  October  last,  which  proves  that  she  found  it  im- 
'  possible  not  to  follow  the  example  of  the  rest  of 
Europe.''     He  further  tells  us  what  evils  Russia 


„  .       .      „  1  -  ,,     ,  .•—■")      ^-.-.v^j^'v.         m.  luiwjci     itriia  us  wnai    evils    I^USSli 

which,  as  colonies,  we  were  compelled  to  endure,  '  experienced.     -Agriculture  without  a  market  in 


is  now  to  be  decided 

8ir,  let  me  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  Committee 
while  a  brief  notice  is  taken  of  the  policy  of  Ger- 
many and  Russia.  From  the  formation  of  the 
Haoseatic  league,  about  V^iO,  to  the  beginning  of 
the  eighteenth  century,  Russia  was  wholly  depen- 
dent on  those  nations  which  had  engaged  in  man- 
ufactures. Germany  was  nearly  in  the  same  con- 
dition. They  exchanged  their  raw  materials, 
naval  stores,  and  other  rude  productions,  for  the 
valuable  fabrics  of  Italy,  Netherlands,  and,  for  a 
time,  of  England.  Peter  the  Great,  of  Russia, 
was  sensible  that  his  people  had  made  no  progress 
in  the  arts  of  civilized  life.  His  country  was  |K)or, 
dependent,  and  barbarou*.     He  was  determined 


'  dustry  without  protection,  languish  and  decline. 
'  Specie  IS  exported,  and  the  most  solid  commer- 
'  cial  houses  are  shaken.  The  nublic  prosperity 
'  would  soon  feel  the  wound  inMicted  on  private 
•  fortunes,  if  new  regulations  did  not  promptly 
'  change  the  actual  state  of  affairs."  The  tariff 
of  lS:j3  was  adopted,  by  which  ample  and  decisive 
protection  is  given  to  the  agriculture  and  manufac- 
tures of  his  dominions.  Such  is  the  lesion  taught 
by  experience,  the  ablest  of  all  instructors,  it  is 
a  complete  refutation  of  the  assertion  confidently 
made,  and  widely  circulated,  that  the  greatest 
statesmen  of  Europe,  after  a  long  trial,  are^openly 
acknowledging  the  incorrectnebi  of  restrictive 
systems. 


I^Pnhh"     '.'  "^"'"^  Why  Others  were  improving  in  |    '  The  policy  of  Germany  ha-^  been  described  bv 


wealth  and  power,  while  his  was  >lationary.  "^Ht' 
descended  from  the  throne  of  the  Czars,  and  trav- 
elled through  those  countries  most  distinguished 
for  their  prosperity.  He  observed,  with  the  eye  of 
an  intelligent  ruler  and  profound  statesman,  the 
causes  of  that  prosperity.     He  returned  to  his  do 


that  of  Russia.     It  is  distinguished  by  the  same 
causes,  and  has  produced  the  same  elft-cts. 

Permit  me.  sir,  to  inquire,  what  would  have 
been  the  condition  of  France,  had  she  continued 
dependent  on  Italy  for  silks,  and  on  the  Nether- 
lands for  woollens  and  linens  ?     Suppose  England 


minions  and  laid 'the  deep  foundations  of  their  ira7VeTe7XXd  '  er  trad  whif'^ranc:' an 
f,  rnnH^h;  .,^',  '"''"r  k''^  manulactures.  He  left  the  industry  of  her  people  to  regulate  it  "elf 
turned  the  attention  of  his  people  to  new  employ-  would  she  havebeen  ihe'gainer  ?  Suppose  Rus- 
Ti    rn;,n,       T/""" '"^  '^'  ".'^'""^  Commerce  of  !  s.a and  Germany  had  remained  dependeTonlValy 

^rx^ ..  ":.::;:iT^!ii'^.!^r  .-^1^^ ;  ^-?-  -^^  "oLnd,  what  woui  Aave  been  thii:; 


life.  He  endeavored  to  make  Russia  dependent 
on  Russia  alone.  He  lived  to  see  the  success  of 
his  exertions,  and  his  country  introduced  into  the 
family  of  civilized  nations. 

His  system  of  policy  has  been  pursued,  with 
little  deviation,  until  the  late  pacihcation  of  Eu- 
rope. The  restrictions  upon  commerce  had  become 
odious.  They  were  associated  with  the  memory 
of  their  grand  enemy,  Napoleon.  The  allied 
monarchs  agreed  to  open  the  door  which  had  been 
shut  against  free  commerce.  This  gave  a  mo- 
mentary triumph  to  the  doctrines  of  modern  polit- 
ical economists.  It  was  a  still  greater  one  to  those 
nations  which  wanted  a  market  for  their  manu- 
factures. The  Emperor  of  Russia  adopted  the 
tariffof  1820  to  fulfil  hisengagements.  He  allowed 
Russia  to  become  a  market  for  the  merchandise  of 
his  neighbors.  Tiie  effects  he  describes  in  his 
manifesto  of  March,  1823.  to  which  I  will  refer. 
He  says,  '•  the  necessity  of  giving  to  commercial 
I  relations  a  more  free  scope  had  been  felt  at  Vien- 
'  na  :n  18i5,  &c.     It  was,  therefore,  from  a  cir- 


condition  at  the  present  day 

But,  sir,  we  are  told  that  the  United  States  are 
agricultural,  and  that  the  friends  of  the  bill  are 
aiming  a  fatal  shaft  at  that  great  and  primary  in- 
terest. To  meet  this  accusation,  so  often  iiiade, 
and  so  vehemently  urged,  I  shall  refer  again  to 
the  experience  of  other  nations.  When  was  the 
agriculture  of  Italy  the  most  flourishing  ?  It  wa.s 
when  her  manufactures  were  the  most  prosperous. 
When  was  the  agriculture  of  Netherlands  in  the 
best  condition  ?  It  was  when  her  manufactures 
approached  the  nearest  to  perfection.  Compare 
the  agriculture  of  these  countries,  in  the  thirteenth 
and  fourteenth  centuries  with  that  of  England, 
France,  and  Germany.  Compare  the  agriculture 
of  France,  under  Louis  XIV,  with  its  state  be- 
fore Henry  IV.  Compare  the  condition  of  agri- 
culture, in  England,  at  the  death  of  Elizabeth, 
with  Its  appearances  previous  to  her  reign.  Also, 
compare  the  agriculture  of  England  and  France 
with  that  of  Sjiain,  for  a  century  past.  The  con- 
clusion IS  irresistible,  that  agriculture  never  made 
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but  little  progress  when  manufactures  were  ne-  j 
glected.  The  evidence  is  beyond  contradiction,  i 
That  agriculture  was  always  prosperous  when  j 
manufactures  were  decidedly  protected.  With  ' 
them  are  ever  associated  indu>try,  wealth,  and 
power,  the  arts,  sciences,  and  civilization.  \ 

With  manufactures,  is  connected  another  sub- 
ject of  incalculable  importance — that  of  internal  ; 
commerce.  Independent  of  its  security  when  the 
world  is  ao'its^ted  by  wars  and  revolutions,  it  con- 
tributes, more  than  foreign  trade,  to  the  improve- 
ment of  a  nation.  Foreign  merchandise  first  ar- 
rives at  some  commercial  mart,  on  the  seaboard. 
It  is  sent  directly  through  the  great  channels  of 
communication  to  the  interior.  Domestic  com-  \ 
merce  is  not  only  carried  on  through  the  same 
channels,  but  in  every  lateral  direction.  It  is  this 
kind  of  commerce  which  brings  every  portion  of 
an  extended  country  together.  It  gives  uniformity 
to  feelings,  habits,  and  manners.  It  promotes 
harmony  among  the  people,  for  it  blends  together 
all  their  different  interests,  and  gives  solidity  to 
their  national  character.  This  commerce  will  be 
increased  in  proportion  to  domestic  supplies.  The 
iron,  the  salt,  ttie  cotton,  the  hemp,  and  all  the 
various  productions  of  the  country,  will  be  dis- 
tributed and  exchanged.  Tnis  is  also  illustrated 
by  the  increasing  intercourse  between  the  North 
and  South,  since  manufactures  have  been  estab- 
lished. The  distant  part  of  the  country  from 
which  1  come,  the  town  in  which  1  reside,  have 
already  exchanged  productions  wUh  South  Car- 


olina and  Georgia 


In  a  iK)litical  point  of  view,  domestic  commerce  ' 
is  aUo  important.  It  will  be  exclusively  conduct- 
ed by  Americans.  F'oreign  commerce  is  generally 
accompanied  by  a  host  of  strangers,  who  seldom 
fail  to  bring,  with  their  merchandise,  a  decided 
hostility  to  our  institutions.  | 

1  shall  proceed,  sir,  to  answer  some  of  the  ob- 
jections which  are   made  against   the  proposed 
measure.     We  are  told  that  it  will  discourage  for- 
eign commerce;  our  navigation  will  be  injured; 
our  seamen  will  be  driven  from  their  element,  and 
that  great  arm  of  our  national  defence,  the  Navy, 
will  be  annihilated.     Sir.  on  what  does  our  Navy 
depend  ?     As  was  well  said  by  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  New  York,  (.Mr.MARTiNBALE,)  give 
the  nation  the  means,  and  a  Navy  can  be  created. 
On  what  does  it  depend  for  its  seamen?     Partly 
on  the  fisheries.     Tliesc  will  not  be  injured  by  the 
proposed  jwlicy.     They  will  be  promoted,  by  en- 
abling the  people  of  the  interior  to  furnish  sup- 
plies, such  as  hemp  l>om  the  West,  and  iron  from 
the  North,  in  exchange  for  the  products  of  the 
fisheries.     Now  they  can  purchase  silks  from  Can- 
ton as  easily  as  fish   from  Newfoundland.     The 
market  abroad  will  not  be  injured.     The  coasting 
trade  also  furnishes   its  ^hare  of  seamen.     The 
more  extensive  this  trade,  the  greater  would  be 
the  number  of  seam»'n  it  could  furnish.     Nothing 
would  give  greater  activity  to  this  brat>ch  of  em- 
ployment than   the  encouragement  of  manufac- 
tures, which  would  be  di>tributed  through  every 
part  of  the  Union,  along  the  seaboard.     But  it  is 
said  that  the  decrease  of  foreign  commerce  would 


diminish  their  numbers.  We  might  send  fewer 
ships  to  Russia  and  Sweden — perhaps  to  France 
and  England.  This  is  not  to  be  dreaded.  The 
interior  trade  will  be  doubly  augmented.  Our 
rivers  and  lakes  afford  unequalled  facilities  for  in- 
ternal trade  and  navigation.  They  will  not  re- 
main long  unimproved,  if  the  Government  will 
but  lend  its  aid  to  the  industry  and  enterprise  of 
the  people.  It  is  but  a  few  years  since  England 
improved  her  inland  navigation.  Her  advantages 
must  sink  into  insignificance  compared  with  what 
nature  lias  bestowed  on  the  United  States.  Yet 
we  are  informed,  by  her  ablest  writers,  that  the 
iiiierior  commerce  and  navigation  of  England  al- 
ready rival  the  exterior  in  the  productioaof  Hanuti 
for  thf  royal  nnvy,  ami  merchuiit  vessels.  Sir.  if  such 
are  the  effects  of  inland  navigation  in  that  coun- 
try, what  may  not  be  expected  in  this  ?  By  pur- 
suing a  policy  which  would  give  life  and  activity 
to  our  interior  commerce,  we  should  soon  see  our 
rivers,  and  canals,  and  inland  seas  alive  with  our 
navigation.  Our  seamen  would  find  full  employ- 
ment. In  time  of  war  we  should  not  be  required 
to  send  our  seamen  from  the  seaboard  to  maintaia 
the  honor  of  our  flag  on  the  lakes.  They  would 
there  be  found  ready  to  defend  our  frontiers  and 
their  own  homes. 

Again,  sir,  we  are  told  that  the  mercantile  in- 
terest will  be  ruined  by  giving  the  proposed  aid  to 
manufactures.     The  employment  of  the  merchant 
is  in  the  exchange  and  distribution  of  the  products 
;  of  labor  throughout  the  community.     It  is  strange, 
1  indeed,  that  he  should  be  injured  by  increasing  the 
'  wealth  and  prosperity  of  the  nation  ;  that  his  in- 
terests flourish  only  in  the  poverty,  misery,  and 
embarrassments  of  the  people.     There  must  be  a 
supply  for  the  wants  of  a  country.     It  is  no  more 
a  change  of  employment  or  of  capital  to  purchase 
I  iron  from  the  forges  of  Vermont  or  Pennsylvania, 
than  there  is  in  opening  a  new  trade  with  other 
nations,  or  re-shipping  merchandise  to  other  mar- 
kets, which  our  own  do  not  require.     In  time  of 
:  war,  or  hostile  policy  of  other  countries,  no  busi- 
ness is  more  hazardous  than  foreign  trade — none 
safer  than  the  domestic. 

We  are  charged  with  pursuing  a  policy  which 
will  be  ruinous  to  the  noble  art  of  ship  building. 
There  is  no  ground,  sir,  for  this  accusation.  Ship 
building  has  ever  been  favored  and  protected  by 
the  people.  The  agricultural  part  of  the  nation 
has  always  been  firm  and  faithful  to  its  interest. 
I  cannot  concur  with  the  honorable  member  from 
New  York  (Mr.  Cambreleno)  when  he  stated, 
the  other  day,  that  the  only  encouragement  given 
to  American  navigation,  was  a  higher  duty  im- 
posed on  merchandise  imported  in  foreign  vessels, 
than  on  merchandise  imported  in  our  own.  It 
seems  to  me.  sir,  that  he  has  entirely  mistaken  the 
character  of  our  navigation  laws.  Was  the  dis- 
criminating duty  on  foreign  tonnage  nothing? 
Was  the  duty  of  fifty  cents  per  ton  on  foreign  ves- 
sels, payable  at  every  entry,  while  but  six  cents 
per  ton  was  required  but  once  a  year  on  our  own, 
i  nothing?  j.VIr.  Ca.mbreleng  requested  to  make 
a  remark.  He  still  considered  the  discriminating 
\  duty  laid  on  merchandise  imported  in  foreign  ves- 
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sels,  to  be  the  only  substantial  protection  given  to  |  is  said  we  are  about  to  annihilate.  Let  us  see 
our  shipping.  The  duty  upon  foreign  vessels  en-  j  how  generous  and  liberal  those  nations  are  which 
gaged  in  our  coasting  trade,  he  considered  so  insig-  1  may  be  afl'ected  by  the  measure  under  considera- 
nijicnnt  as  not  to  be  worthy  of  observation.)  I  tion.     In    1822,  We  exported   beef,  tallow,  hides, 

Mr.  M.  said  he  was  very  sorry  if  he  had  called  !  and  horned  cattle  to  the  value  of         -     $840,000 
the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  an  insignificant  j  We  sent  across  the  Atlantic,  of  this 

subject.     Having  bestowed  some  attention  to  the  '      amount 

history  of  our  navigation  laws,  he  would  present    Butter  and  cheese  were  exported  to  the 

a  few  observations,  and  leave  the  Comraiftee  to,      value  of 

judge  between  the  honorable  gentleman  and  hira-  !  Sent  across  the  Atlantic     -        -    .    - 

self.     In  1793,  the  shipping  of  the  United  States    Pork,  hams,  bacon,  and  lard,  exported    1,357^000 

was  not  sufficient  for  our  trade.     By  some  it  was  ,  Sent  across  the  Ailaniir     -         -        -         40.000 

estimated  that  we  had  not  one-fourth  of  the  ton-  i  Flour  exjwrted 5,100J0(X) 

nage  required.  I  now  call  the  attention  of  the  :  Sent  across  the  Atlantic  -  -  -  '473'o(X) 
Committee  to  the  act  of  1789.  It  provides  that.  !  Of  this,  we  sent  8127.000  to  Madeira,  and 
on  ships  and  vessels  entered  in  the  United  States,  S145,(X)0  to  Gibraltar,  probably  for  the  use  oi 
»f  wholly  owned  by  American  citizens,  a  duty  '  Spain. 

shall  be  paid  of  six  cents  per  ton.  On  ships  and  Tallow  candles  and  soap  -  -  -  S7SS,000 
vessels,  wholly  owned  by  foreigners,  fifty  cents  Sent  across  the  Atlantic,  less  than  -  20,(X)0 
per  ion.  On  American  vessels  engaged  in  the  I  Even  the  fisheries,  for  whose  prosperity  so  much 
coasting  trade,  six  cents  per  ton,  payable  once  a  solicitude  is  constantly  e.Tpressed,  cannot  boa-t  of 
year.  On  foreign  vessels,  carrying  American  a  verv  distinguislu-d  transatlantic  favor.  For  iht- 
produce  from  one  of  our  ports  to  another,  fifty  vear  1822.  the  value  of  dried  and  smoked  fi^h  ex- 
cents  a  ton,  payable  at  each  entry.  By  the  act  of  ported  was  .S*>66.000.  Of  this,  Europe  received 
1/9J.I,  foreign  vessels  engaged  in  our  coasting  less  than  37.000.  Yet  the  farmers  of  three-fourths 
trade,  were  subject  to  a  duty  of  fifty  cents  a  ton  j  of  the  Union  are  told,  by  those  engaged  in  foreign 
on  each  entry  whether  they  transported  foreign  ;  commerce,  to  be  careful— to  be  prudent,  or  they 
or  domestic  goods  and  merchandi>e.  Here,  sir.  \  will  meet  with  a  dreadful  retaliation  !  This  is 
IS  that  insignificant  protection  to  our  naviga-  a  proud  state  of  independence.  When  foreign 
tion  which  was  so  far  b'fneaih  the  notice  of  the    nations  have  done  their  utmost,  we  must  still  pro^- 


genileraan  from  New  York.  The  first  Congress 
was  compoj^ed  of  the  ablest  statesmen  of  the 
Union.     If  the  honorable  gentleman  will  take  the 


trate  ourselves  before  them,  and  b«'g  no  further  ex- 
ercise of  their  power.  Each  European  nation 
consults  its  own  interests,  regardless  of  other  con- 


trouble  to  examine  the  proceedings  of  that  body,  sequences.  The  United  States  are  fearful  of  pur- 
he  will  hnd  that  the  law  referred  to  was  adopted  i  suing  their  interests,  lest  they  should  incur  the 
lor  the  express  purpose  of  creating  and  protecting    displeasure  of  others. 

American  navigation,  most  especially  that  part  i  The  West  Indies  and  South  America  afford  the 
employed  in  the  coasting  trade.  It  was  consid-  only  markets  for  the  produriions  which  have 
ered  an  all  im^ — — — •   l         .     ■     ..         .  .      _       *. 

great  object  cou 

ported  by  such  fact 

men.  I  have  but  little  to  fear  from  a  decision  of  j  to  meet  the  balance  against  us  in  other  countries; 


c  cuasuug  iraue.  ii  was  consid-  only  markets  tor  the  produriions  which  have 
iportant  measure  by  which  that  ;  been  mentioned.  Out  of  this  trade,  we  must  sup- 
jld  be  accomplished.  While  sup-  ply  ourselves  with  the  commodities  which  they 
facts  and  by  the  authority  of  such  i  afibrd,  and  the  remainder  is  converted  into  funds 


his  associates,  the  most  enlightened  statesmen  of  \  South  America  controls  her  own  mark'^ts 
the  age,  considered  of  the  most  vital  importance!  Another  very  serious  objection  is  raised  to 
to  the  country.  Sir,  let  me  repeat  that  our  navi- '  which  I  will  call  the  attention  of  the  Committee 
gation  has  always  been  cherished  by  every  Amer- ,  We  are  told  that  England  will  exclude  the  cot- 
iwn.  It  IS  the  favorite  of  the  nation.  It  will  not  I  ton  of  the  Southern  States.  I  admit  gentlemen 
be  surrendered.  If  the  present  measure  should  be  from  that  section  of  country  well  understand  and 
adopted,  and  prove  injurious  in  its  operation,  an  !  ably  maintain  iL^  interests.     With  the  greatest 

\lZf  'T^     ■  "^''^  ^  .'^''P''^^'     ^'7''^  ^  P'^  \  deference  and  respect  to  their  opinions,  allow  me. 
tected.     1  he  fwwer  of  the  nation  will  Pnmpf»  .,c    sir,   to  offer   some   observations   for    the   consid- 


The  power  of  the  nation  will  come  to  as 
aid  on  the  least  appearance  of  danger. 

Those  opposed  to  the  bill,  Mr.~Chairman,  ex- 
press the  most  fearful  apprehensions  that  foreign 
nations  would  exclude  our  productions  from  their 
market.s,  if  we  should  diminish  the  importation  of 


eration  of  the  Committee.  What  has  ever  been 
the  policy  of  England,  in  relation  to  raw  mate- 
rials, which  she  could  not  produce,  and  which 
her  principal  manufactures  required  ?  On  these 
she  never  imposed  any  discouraging  burdens, unless 
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Bales  of  American. 

Brazil. 

1802 

107,000 

74,000 

1803 

106,000 

76,000 

1814 

48,000 

150,000 

1S15 

103,000 

91.000 

1816 

106,000 

123,000 

1S21 

283,000 

— 

1S22 

375,000 



1823 

448,000 

119,(X)0 

always  received.  Allow  me,  sir,  to  state  the  con- 
dition of  the  cotton  manufactures  of  England. 
I  assert,  upon  the  authority  of  the  most  authentic 
expose  of  English  affairs  for  1823,  that  the  manu- 
facture of  cotton  alone  is  equal  in  value  to  all  the 
other  manufactures  of  that  kingdom. 

She  exported,  in  cotton  goods,  in  1820,  the  value 
of  £16,000,000  sterling;  in  1821,  to  the  amount 
of  £20,500,000 ;  in  1822,  to  the  amount  of  £21,- 
600,000;  in  1823,  at  the  time  of  the  publication 
of  that  expose,  the  manufacture  was  still  rapidly 
advancing.  To  thi>  amount  must  be  added  the 
quantity  required  for  home  consumption.  It  is 
supposed  that  the  whole  value  will  exceed  §160,- 
000,000.  We  do  not  receive  a  twentieth  of  what 
is  manufactured  in  that  counrry.  The  entire  loss 
of  this  part  of  our  trade  would  be  scarcely  fell  by 
England;  yet,  it  is  confidently  said,  she  would 
reject  our  cotton.  She  would  encourage  its  growth 
in  the  West  Indies,  in  Egypt,  and  Brazil. 

I  present  to  the  Comiuiitee  a  brief  statement  of 
cotton  imported  into  England  for  several  periods, 
and  the  countries  from  which  it  was  received : 

AU  othrr. 
In  1802  107,000  74,000  99,000 

56,000 
88,000 
75,000 
80,000 

67,000 

I  have  not  been  able  to  procure  a  statement  of 
the  quantity  of  Brazils  and  other  cottons  for  1821 
and  1822.  The  greate>t  quantity  of  Brazils  was 
in  1814,  when  ours  was  excluded  in  part  by  the 
war.  Since  that  time  the  cotton  of  that  country 
has  declined.  In  all  others,  except  American,  there 
has  been  but  little  alteration.  Ours  has  rapidly 
augmented.  We  receive  not  more  than  one  twen- 
tieth of  the  cotton  fabrics  produced  in  England, 
while  she  receives  from  us  nearly  two-thirds  of 
the  raw  material.  The  culture  of  cotton  is  not 
increasing  to  any  dangerous  extent  in  Brazil  or 
Egypt,  or  in  the  English  colonies.  Is  England 
so  regardless  of  her  interests  as  to  close  her  ports 
against  us  and  depend  upon  other  countries,  which 
it  is  certain  cannot  aflord  a  supply  ?  The  very 
idea  would  shake  the  British  empire  to  its  centre. 
It  IS  true,  sir,  that  England  will  receive  this  great 
staple  only  while  her  interests  will  be  promoted. 
Thecomparatively  trifling  amount  of  cotton  goods 
we  receive  is  a  matter  of  secondary  importance  to 
her.  But,  whether  we  take  her  manufactures  or 
not,  whenever  she  can  procure  cotton  on  better 
terms  from  any  other  country,  outs  will  be  at 
once  rejected.  Her  friendship  or  compassion  is 
but  little  concerned  in  her  policy  or  interest. 

If,  sir,  there  is  any  danger  that  England  may 
exclude  it,  is  the  domestic  market  to  be  disre- 
garded ?  If  it  must  share  the  fate  of  the  beef, 
pork,  and  flour,  of  other  countries,  ought  we  not 
to  be  prepared  fpr  the  event?  About  two-thirds 
as  much  is  annually  consumed  in  the  United  States 
as  was  exported  in  each  of  the  years  1815,  1S16, 


and  1817.  We  have  advanced  faster  in  the  man- 
ufacture of  this  article  than  the  Southern  States 
did  in  the  production.  It  seems  to  me  that  this 
IS  deserving  of  consideration. 

Here,  sir,  permit  me  to  observe,  that  the  honor- 
able gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Ca.mbre- 
leng)  was  mistaken,  when  he  s|)oke  of  the  dis- 
couragement of  the  cotton  manufacture  in  Eng- 
land ;  that  we  had  given  it  a  greater  protection 
already.  India  first  furnished  Europe  with  cotton 
fabrics.  When  the  raw  material  could  be  pro- 
cured, the  manufacture  was  introduced  into  Eng- 
land. In  1699,  the  white  cotton  goods  of  India 
were  prohibited  entirely.  In  1721,  the  printed 
cottons  were  also  excluded.  I  misunderstand  the 
effect  of  prohibition,  if  we  have  given  equal  pro- 
tection. France  did  the  same  as  early  as  1687. 
It  is  long  since  that  England  and  France  have 
surpassed  the  Eastern  fabric.  This  country  has 
made  more  rapid  progress  in  this  kind  of  manu- 
facture than  either,  as  far  as  it  has  received  pro- 
tection. In  turn,  we  may  become  the  successful 
competitors  of  those  nations  in  the  markets  which 
they  command  by  their  present  industry  and  skill. 

The  inquiry  is  often  made,  why  do  manufac- 
tures produce  these  great  results  in  a  country 
which  gives  them  encouragement?  They  give 
an  enlarged  field  for  the  exercise  of  the  moral  and 
physical  energies  of  a  people.  They  furnish  em- 
ployment adapted  to  their  various  inclinations, 
tastes,  and  talents.  They  are  associated  with  all 
the  useful  arts  and  sciences.  They  afford,  also, 
the  immense  ad  vantages  of  machinery.  We  have 
been  told  that  the  machinery  employed  in  Great 
Britain  perform^  the  labor  of  two  hundred  mil- 
lions of  people.  On  the  other  hand  agriculture  is 
chiefly  conducted  by  manual  industry.  The  labor 
of  a  thousand  of  our  citizens  on  their  farms  would 
perhaps  be  of  much  less  value  than  the  product  of 
a  single  machine  in  France  or  England. 

Sir,  manufactures  give  a  steady  and  solid  value 
to  the  landed  property  of  a  country.  W^hile  we  are 
dependent  upon  foreign  markets,  foreign  nations 
may  affect,  if  not  determine,  the  value  of  every 
acre  of  land  in  the  Union.  A  domestic  market 
will  always  be  safe  and  permanent.  The  price  of 
our  lands,  except  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
populous  towns  or  navigable  waters,  is  literally  re- 
duced to  nothing.  The  ordinary  produce  of  agri- 
culture is  heavy  and  bulky,  in  proportion  to  its 
value.  Its  cost  of  transportation  to  market,  leaves 
no  balance  to  the  producer.  By  establishing  man- 
ufactories of  hemp,  iron,  wool,  and  cotton,  in  all 
their  various  branches,  you  give  a  demand  for  ad- 
ditional productions.  The  labor  of  the  nation  is 
divided.  Climate  and  soil  are  consulted.  Em- 
ployment has  a  greater  selection  of  objects.  The 
raw  materials  are  changed,  by  art  and  labor,  into 
forms  required  for  use.  A  supply  would  be  fur- 
nished for  the  surrounding  country,  and  the  rest 
would  be  sent,  with  trifling  expense,  to  some  com- 
mon market,  and  exchanged  for  the  productions 
of  other  sections  of  country.  Iron  would  be  given 
for  salt,  cloths  for  cotton,  hemp  for  fish,  all  that 
was  surplus  m  one  part,  for  what  was  to  spare  in 
another.     Manufactures  would,  therefore,  equal- 


1727 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1728 


1729 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1730 


H.  OF  R. 


The  Tarif  BUI. 


FCBBUART,  1824. 


February.  1824. 


The  Tarif  BUI. 


H.  OF  R. 


i- 


ize  the  value  of  property  throughout  the  country, 
and  be  advantageous  to  every  portion  of  it. 

Sir,  the  interior  of  the  country  has  long  suffered 
from  a  deficient  circulating  medium.  Property 
is  not  represented  by  a  steady  currency.  Our  good 
citizens  desire  the  ordinary  comforts  of  civilized 
life.  They  resort  to  credit  to  procure  them,  and  de- 
pend upon  the  fruits  of  their  industry  for  payment. 
A  constantly  declining  market  brings  continued 
disappointment.  What  little  money  may  have 
found  its  way  into  the  country,  is  instantly  taken 
out  of  circulation,  and  returned  to  the  commercial 
cities.  By  increasing  manufactures,  we  shall  pur- 
chase less  from  abroad,  and  augment  the  means  of 
payment  at  home. 

To  give  us  a  little  consolation,  we  are  informed 
that  the  smaller  the  amount  of  money  in  circula- 
tion, the  more  it  will  buy.  This  might  be  true,  if 
it  regulated  the  price  of  every  article  required  lor 
consumption.  It  is  true,  as  to  beef  and  dour,  in 
Vermont  and  Kentucky,  but  it  is  not  so,  as  to  for- 
eign articles.  The  priceof  sugars,  leas,  and  coffee, 
would  experience  builitilechange,  whatever  might 
be  the  amount  of  money  in  circulation  in  Ohio  or 
Tennessee. 

Sir,  it  is  often  asserted  as  a  maxim  of  political 
economy,  that  we  should  buy  where  we  can  buy 
the  cheapest.  This,  I  admit,  is  very  captivating 
doctrine.  But  I  will  venture  to  assert  another ! 
rule,  much  safer,  and  equally  intelligible:  it  is, 
that  we  should  buy  where  we  can  pay  the  easiest. 
I  believe,  upon  a  moment's  rejection,  all  will  ad- 
mil  that  the  best  purchase  of  an  article  which  is 
wanted,  is  when  the  payment  is  ihe  most  conve- 
niently and  easily  made.  Manufactories  distribu- 
ted through  the  country,  would  afford  ihis  advan- 
tage in  a  great  degree.  As  has  been  repeatedly 
observed,  there  would  be  a  new  m'  ket  for  the  raw 
materials.  The  farmer  would  be  more  frequently 
enabled  to  make  ready  payment  in  the  produce  of 
his  land.  He  would  avoid  credit,  and  be  free  from 
the  dangers  of  being  compelled  to  change  his  pro- 
perty into  money.  If  there  is  a  greater  nominal 
value  in  the  article  purchased,  so  there  generally 
will  be  in  the  article  sold.  The  great  advantage  is 
being  able  readily  to  exchange  what  you  have  for 
what  you  want*  This  may  not  be  compatible 
wiih  the  rigid  rules  of  cash  dealings,  but  is  appli- 
cable to  the  course  of  business  among  the  great 
mass  of  the  people. 

But,  sir,  we  are  repeatedly  asked,  do  you  expect 
to  make  the  people  rich  by  legislation  ?  Do  ihey 
not  understand  their  own  business  and  interests  ? 
Are  they  not  competent  to  decide  what  employ- 
ment is  the  most  profitable?  Under  an  existing 
state  of  things,  they  undoubtedly  are.  It  is  also 
true,  that  tfiey  will  adapt  their  labor  and  industry 
to  the  policy  which  their  Government  may  pursue. 
But,  it  cannot  be  denied,  that  the  employment  of 
the  people  of  one  nation  has  more  or  less  relation 
to,  and  dej)endence  on,  the  employment  of  the  peo- 
ple of  another.  It  is  only  by  the  agency  of  one 
Grovernment  that  the  policy  of  another  can  be 
resisted.  The  people,  in  their  individual  capacity, 
cannot  produce  the  effect.  I  fully  admit,  sir,  that 
the  people  of  the  United  Stales  well  understand 


their  own  interests;  and  they  as  well  understand 
the  duty  of  their  Government  also.  They  knew 
the  benefits  which  the  protection  of  our  navigation 
would  produce.  It  was  the  Government  alone 
which  could  give  that  protection.  They  knew 
that  encouragement  should  be  given  to  the  fishe- 
ries, and  it  was  given.  They  demanded  that  pro- 
tection should  be  given  to  coarse  cottons.  It  was 
given  ;  and  the  result  proves  that  they  Hnderstood 
iheir  interests.  The  merdiants  know,  that  duties 
upon  sales  at  auction  are  necessary,  to  protect  their 
employment.  1  hope,  sir,  that  their  application  to 
Government  will  not  be  in  vain.  I  hope,  also, 
that  the  people  of  the  interior  may  be  allowed  to 
have  some  knowled^  of  what  might  prove  advan- 
tageous to  them.  They  do  know;  and  millions 
have  asked  and  implored,  in  language  whinh 
would  move  the  heart  of  Nero,  for  the  aid  of  their 
Government.  They  do  know,  that  their  interests 
would  be  promoted  by  a  decisive  protection  of  their 
industry. 

Sir,  another  objection  to  the  present  measure  is 
presented.  The  memorial  of  the  citizens  of  Bos- 
ton tells  us,  "  the  burden  occasioned  by  most  of  the 
'  particular  duties  recommended,  would  fall  on  all 
'  the  community,  but  chiefly  on  those  least  able  to 
'  bear  it.     In  this  country,  the  poor  man,  person- 

•  ally,  consumes  nearly  as  much  lea,  coffee,  and 
"  sugar,  as  the  rich;  and,  though  his  clothing  is 
'  not  so  fine,  yet  its  cost  constitutes  a  much  greater 

•  proportion  of  his  whole  expenses.  Besides,  this 
'  new  tariff  is  so  nicely  adjusted  as  to  lay  a.  far 
'  heavier  impost  on  coarse  cottons  and  linens,  than 

•  on  those  oi  a  finer  texture."  I  am  noi  disposed 
to  call  in  question  the  philanthropy  of  the  people 
of  that  city.  It  certainly  is  gratifying  to  learn 
that  so  large  a  share  of  the  comforts  of  life  fall  to 
the  poorer  classes  in  that  section  of  our  country. 
It  would  afford  as  much  satisfaction  to  see  those 
of  the  interior  in  the  enjoyment  of  equal  blessings. 
But,  sir,  how  should  manufactures  be  first  intro- 
duced in  a  country  like  ours  ?  is  it  by  giving 
the  first  encouragement  to  the  finest  and  most  per- 
fect fabrics,  because  they  are  consumed  by  the  rich  ? 
Are  we  to  expect  the  highest  bkill  at  once  ?  It  is 
impossible.  It  is  strange  that  any  friend  to  manu- 
factures should  recommend  such  a  cour>e.  The 
first  efforts  of  manufacturing  skill  have  been  pro- 
perly directed  to  coarse  and  common  fabrics.  It 
would  be  the  extreme  of  folly  for  our  Government 
to  introduce  the  manufacture  of  fine  broadcloths 
and  cambrics,  before  the  country  could  produce 
the  plainest  cottons  and  woollens.  Have  the  poor 
no  equivalent,  even  should  there  be  a  momentary 
advance  ol  price  on  the  articles  which  they  con- 
sumed. They  certainlv  have  that  equivalent  in 
the  increased  demand  lor  the  labor  of  themselves 
and  families.  They  will  be  enabled  more  gene- 
rally to  procure  the  necessaries  and  conveniences 
of  life.  Our  experience  already  gives  demonstra- 
tion of  the  correctness  of  this  assertion. 

Again,  the  memorial  to  which   I  have  alluded 
observes  that,  "if  they  are  manufactures  of  male- 
'  rials  raised  by  us,  and  we  might,  by  prohibiting 
'  their  importation,  make  them  ourselves  at  a  high- 
'  er  price  than  they  actually  cost  us,  is  it  not  equal- 


'  ly  true  that,  if  the  hostility  of  the  nation  which 
'  supplies  us,  or  any  other  cause,  should  prevent 
'  their  importation  hereafter,  we  may  make  them 
'  at  the  same  additional  expense,  then?  And 
'  why  should  we  assume  a  burden  now,  because  it 
*  may  fall  on  us  hereafter?''  Can  manufactures, 
sir,  be  introduced  in  a  moment  ?  Are  they  to 
have  no  protection  but  the  hostility  of  other  na- 
tions, and  that  protection  to  end  when  that  hos- 
tility ceases  ?  Deplorable,  indeed,  must  be  the 
condition  of  a  country  governed  by  such  policy. 
Who  will  venture  their  capital  ?  What  would  ' 
be  the  value  of  skill  ?  It  seems  to  me  that  such  I 
opinions  contain  their  own  refutation. 

While  one  object  of  the  bill  is  to  enlarge  the 
amount  of  manufactures,  ano'her.  equally  impor- 
tant, is  to  protect  those  which  already  exist,  A 
great  proportion  of  our  people  engaged,  have 
small  capital.  Yet,  to  many,  the  present  encour- 
agement, with  a  steady  market,  would  be  suffi- 
cient. They  want  the  advantage  of  regular  and 
frequent  sales.  The  foreign  manufacturer  is 
aware  of  this.  His  capital  is  immense.  He  is 
able  to  fill  our  market  when  he  pleases,  although 
at  a  present  sacrifice.  The  domestic  manufactu- 
rer is  interrupted  in  his  business,  and  perhaps 
ruined,  when  regular  and  reasonable  prices  would 
have  given  a  safe  and  satisfactory  profit.  It  is 
not  a  lair  coarse  of  dealing  that  is  embarrassing, 
but  a  kind  of  speculation  which  can  be  sustained  by 
the  foreign  manufacturer,  but  which  the  domestic 
IS  unable  to  meet.  When  the  last  is  driven  away, 
the  other  is  able  to  make  good  any  temporary 
sacrifice.  There  may  be  some  manufactures 
which  will  advance  in  price  for  the  moment,  but 
competition  will  soon  reduce  them  to  a  proper 
level.  Experience  has  ever  proved  the  absolute 
certainty  of  this.  A  trifling  augmentation  of 
value,  for  a  limited  time,  is  at  once  overwhelmed 
by  considerations  of  national  advantage,  which  I 
have  endeavored  to  illustrate. 

The  importance  of  the  article  of  iron  is  admit- 
ted on  every  side.  Whether  in  peace  or  war,  it  is 
of  the  first  necessity.  To  dep<.'nd  on  foreign  na- 
tions for  this,  is  too  dangerous  to  our  safety,  and 
too  degrading  to  our  character.  The  country 
around  Lake  Champlain  in  New  York  and  Ver- 
mont contains  inexhaustible  mines  of  the  richest 
<|uality.  Other  parts  of  the  Union  also  possess 
them.  If  once  protected,  the  most  abundant  sup- 
ply of  iron  would  be  produced.  The  country 
where  they  exist  in  the  greatest  abundance,  is 
generally  sterile,  mountainous,  and  of  litile  value 
in  its  present  condition.  With  few  exceptions, 
the  manufacturer  is  prostrate  beyond  redemption, 
unless  the  aid  of  Government  is  afforded.  From 
the  counties  of  Essex  and  Clinton,  in  New  York, 
we  have  a  statement  of  their  number  and  condi- 
tion. There  are  between  thirty  and  forty  forges, 
which  could  produce  nearly  four  thousand  tons 
per  annum.  They  now  produce  about  one  thous- 
and. There  are  numerous  manufactories  for  roll- 
ing and  slitting  and  making  nails.  But  foreign 
competition  has  rendered  them  almost  useless. 
There  are  many  in  Vermont  which  have  gone  to 
decay  and  ruin,  or  preserve  a  lingering,  doubtful 
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existence.  Some,  on  a  very  limited  scale,  in  the 
neighborhood  of  populous  settlements,  having  par- 
ticular advantages,  may  afford  a  moderate  profit. 
But  a  great  proportion  in  that  State  and  in  the 
Union,  are  sinking  under  the  pressure  of  foreign 
rivalry.  We  imported  forty  thousand  tons  fof  the 
last  year.  The  amount  will  continally  increase 
unless  Government  interferes.  The  value  in  our 
own  ports,  exclusive  of  duties,  must  be,  at  least, 
two  millions  and  a  half  of  dollars.  This  is  fur- 
nished by  Russia,  Sweden,  and  England. 

Look,  sir,  at  our  trade  with  those  countries.  In 
1822,  we  took  of  Russia,  in  iron,  hemp,  and  other 
merchandise,  to  the  amount  of  S3,300,000.  She 
received  of  us,  our  productions  to  the  value  of 
Sl"7,000.  We  took  from  Sweden,  in  the  same 
year,  of  her  productions,  to  the  value  of  §1, 151,000. 
That  country  received  from  us  ^180,000.  Eng- 
land takes  nothing  of  consequence  produced  by 
the  Middle  and  Northern  States.  The  balance 
must,  of  course,  be  paid  in  the  profits  of  some  other 
branch  of  commerce.  Suppose,  sir,  a  part  of 
w^hat  we  send  abroad  for  iron  should  be  expended 
in  the  United  States.  Suppose  five  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  should  be  expended  around  the  shores 
of  Lake  Champlain,  the  effects  would  be  immense. 
It  would  cause  an  investment  of  capital  to  a  vast 
amount.  It  would  give  profitable  employment  to 
thousands  of  people.  The  hidden  riches  of  the 
earth  would  be  drawn  from  its  bosom,  where  they 
would  otherwise  lie  useless  for  ages.  Manufac- 
tures, of  which  this  metal  is  the  principal  mate- 
rial, would  at  once  spring  into  existence.  The 
agriculture  of  the  surrounding  country  would  be 
revived  and  invigorated.  Millions  and  millions 
in  value  would  be  added  to  sections  of  territory, 
which  are  now  desolate,  barren,  and  uncultivated 
— where  wild  beasts  alone  have  undisputed  do- 
minion. The  lake  and  connecting  canals  open 
the  way  to  expanded  markets.  The  products  of 
the  mines  would  be  exchanged  for  the  various 
commodities  abroad,  which  the  comforts  and  con- 
venience of  the  people  would  require.  The  same 
advantages  would  also  result  to  New  Jersey,  Penn- 
sylvania, and  every  other  State  where  this  in- 
valuable article  could  be  produced.  What  sacri- 
fice, sir,  is  required  of  any  interest,  commensurate 
with  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  a  solid  and 
decided  protection  of  this  important  production? 

The  same  reasons  apply,  sir,  with  equal  force 
to  other  important  manufactures,  the  raw  materi- 
als of  which,  this  country  affords  an  abundance. 
The  subject  is  exhaustless.  I  have  trespassed 
upon  the  patience  of  the  Committee  too  long  al- 
ready. 

As  to  the  revenue,  it  seems  to  me  that  no 
danger  is  to  be  feared.  The  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  has  recommended  a  revision  oi  the  tar- 
iff, for  the  benefit  of  revenue  and  the  aid  it  would 
give  to  the  manufactures  of  the  nation.  The 
proposed  augmentation  of  the  duty  to  twenty-five 
per  cent,  on  merchandise  now  paying  fifteen, 
would  add  greatly  to  its  amount.  It  would  oper- 
ate principally  on  the  rich,  and  tend  to  equalize 
\hc  burdens  of  supporting  the  Government  be- 
tween them  and  the  poor.    Cottons  are  generally 


1731 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1732 


H 


i 


k 


H.  or  R. 


Death  of  Mr.  BaU. 


1733 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1734 


March,  1824. 


used  by  the  latter,  in  the  place  of  linens;  and  silks 
are  not  required  by  necessity. 

It  may  be  remarked,  also,  that  the  fine  fabrics 
will  but  little  diminish  for  years.  The  ability  of 
the  people  to  procure  a  greater  amount  of  such 
commodities,  as  this  country  can  never  produce, 
will  constantly  improve.  The  demand  for  the 
consumption  of  these  will  continually  increase 
with  our  rapidly  increasing  population. 

I  hope,  sir,  that  the  example  of  other  nations 
will  not  be  considered  useless  here.  They  may 
serve  as  a  guide  to  our  determination  on  this  im- 
portant subject.  The  reasons  upon  which  they 
are  founded,  are  clear  and  incontrovertible.  Our 
experience  had  also  proved  the  value  of  the  aid 
already  given  to  our  manufactures.  The  earnest 
applications  from  almost  every  part  of  the  coun- 
try, for  further  assistance,  must  have  an  impres- 
sive iritiuence  on  this  Committee.  I  hope  that 
the  object  of  the  motion  now  immediately  under 
consideration,  will  be  the  last  abandoned,  and 
that  the  general  provisions  of  the  bill  will  re- 
ceive the  sanction  of  the  Government. 

When  Mr.  Mallary  had  concluded — 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Brow.x,  of  Pennsylvania,  the 
Committee  then  rose. 

Mr.  Sloane,  of  Ohio,  gave  notice  that,  on 
Tuesday  next,  he  should  move  that  the  House  go 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  contested 
election  of  a  member  from  Massachusetts  (Mr. 
Bailey.) 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


l-» 


Monday,  March  1. 
DEATH  OF  MR.  BALL 

As  soon  as  the  journal  of  Saturday  was  read. 
Mr.  A.  Steve.n.son,  of  Virginia.  ros.e,  and  ad- 
dressed the  House,  as  follows  : 

Mr.  Speaker:  I  rise  to  perform  a  painful  and 
melancholy  duty.  It  is  to  announce  the  death  of 
my  friend  and  colleague,  William  Lek  Ball,  a 
Representative  from  the  State  of  Virginia.  On 
yesterday,  it  pleased  Almighty  God  to  call  him 
from  this  scene  of  suffering  and  trial  to  the  abode 
of  the  blessed  !  The  awful  stillness  and  gloom 
which  pervade  this  Hall,  proclaim,  more  stronMy 
than  any  ef!brt  of  mine  could  do,  the  loss  wh'ch 
we  have  sustained  !  In  asking  you  to  pay  this 
last  tribute  to  the  memory  and  virtues  of  my  de- 
ceased friend,  what  can  I  say  to  add  to  the  stron<r 
and  deep  sympathy  which  is  so  generally  and 
kindly  manifested  throughout  this  House?  He 
was  known  to  you  all,  and  by  all  respected,  es- 
teemed, and  beloved.  I  knew  him  well,  for  he  was 
the  early  companion  of  my  youth,  and  the  friend 
of  my  manhood.  There  was  nothing  dazzling  in 
his  character,  or  shining  in  action,  but  liis  march 
through  life  was  that  of  probity,  honor,  and  virtue  I 
He  was  characterized  by  a  stron:;  and  noble 
mind;  by  generous  and  godlike  feelings;  by  a 
kindness  and  simplicity  of  manner,  and  by  a  love 
and  indulgence  for  his  fellow  men,  which  won  the 
admiration  and  esteem  of  all  who  kn^w  him.  It 
might  with  truth  be  said  of  him.  that  he  was 
without  fear  and  reproach.     Such  was  the  man 


whose  loss  we  deplore,  and  whose  spirit  has  fled 
forever  !  Peace  to  his  ashes  I  and  would  to  God 
it  could  have  been  so  willed  that  they  might  have 
mingled  with  those  of  his  fathers  !  I  oflfer  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions: 

The  House  having  been  informed  of  the  death  of 
WiMiam  Lee  Ball,  a  Representative  from  the  State  of 
Virginia,  and  being  deeply  sensible  of  the  loss  of  a 
man  whose  public  and  private  virtues  endeared  him 
to  all  who  knew  him,  and,  being  desirous  to  render  a 
just  tribute  of  respect  to  his  memory — 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  take 
order  for  superintending  his  funeral. 

Reaolted,  Tbit  the  members  of  this  House  will  tes- 
tify their  respect  lor  the  memory  of  William  Lee  Ball, 
by  wearing  crtipe  on  the  left  arm  for  the  remainder  of 
the  session. 

Resolved,  That  the  raemberkwill  attend  the  funeral 
of  the  late  William  Lee  Ball,  to-morrow  morning,  at 
12  o'clock. 

The  resolves  having  been  unanimously  agreed 
to,  the  House  adjourned. 


Tuesday,  March  2. 
The  House  met,  and  adjourned  for  the  purpose 
of  affording  the  members  an  opportunity  to  attend 
the  funeral  of  the  late  Willia.m  Lee  Ball. 


Wednesday,  March  3. 

Mr.  Mt  Lane,  of  Delaware,  presented  a  memo- 
rial of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  New  Castle, 
praying  for  an  appropriation  for  the  purpose  of 
sinking  an  additional  range  of  piers  for  the  secu- 
rity of  the  harbor  of  said  town. 

Mr.  Longfellow  presented  a  memorial  of  sun- 
!  dry  merchanis  and  underwriters  m  the  town  of 
Portland,  in  the  State  of  Maine,  praying  remu- 
neration for  losses  sustained  by  spoliations  upon 
their  lawful  commerce,  by  French  cruisers,  be- 
tween the  years  1703  and  1800,  or  that  their  right 
to  claim  the  same  from  the  Government  of 
France,  may  be  restored  to  them. — Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  F'oreign  Affairs. 

Mr.  Van  Ren.sselaer  presented  a  memorial  of 
the  American  Board  of  Commissioners  for  For- 
eign Missions,  containing  the  views  of  the  said 
board  upon  the  subject  of  the  civilization  and 
moral  improvement,  generally,  of  the  Indian  tribes 
within  the  limits  of  the  territory  of  the  United 
States,  and  staling,  summarily,  the  proceedings 
which  have  been  adopted  by  the  said  board,  and 
by  other  boards,  of  different  denominations,  as 
well  as  of  measures  now  in  progress,  for  the  bene- 
fit of  said  Indians;  the  succe^s  of  their  efforts, 
hitherto  made,  and  the  encouraging  prospects  as 
to  the  future;  and  soliciting  such  pecuniary  aid 
from  the  Government  of  the  United  Slates,  as,  in 
the  wisdom  of  Congress,  it  shall  see  fit  to  grant ; 
which  memorial  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs. 

The  Speaker  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  the  Slate  of  North  Carolina, 
praying  Congress  to  make  provision  for  satisfying, 
out  of  ihe  lands  ceded  hy  ihat  SlaU-  to  the  UniU^d 
Slates,  such  claims  as  have  been  adjudged  valid 
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by  said  State  under  the  act  of  cession  of  1789, 
and  which  have  remained  unsatisfied  ;  which 
memorial  was  referred  to  a  select  committee,  and 
Mr.  Burton,  Mr.  Blair,  Mr.  Saunders,  Mr, 
Allln  of  Tennes.see,  and  Mr.  Buchanan,  were 
appointed  the  said  committee. 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  were  dis- 
charged from  the  consideration  of  the  memorial 
of  the  trustees  of  the  Columbia  College,  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  and  leave  was  given  to  with- 
draw the  same. 

Mr.  Cook,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  granting  certain  public  lots 
to  the  cities  of  St.  Augustine  and  Pensacola, 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ingham,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  fixing,  bylaw,  the  fees  proper  to  be 
allowed  for  the  official  duties  performed  in  rela- 
tion to  naturalization  of  aliens. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Richard,  of  Michigan,  the 
Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reporting  a  bill 
to  authorize  the  surveying  and  making  a  road 
from  Detroit,  or  from  Pontiac,  in  the  county  of 
Oakland,  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  to  the 
Lake  of  Michigan  or  to  Chicago. 

The  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  in  relation  to  the  observance  in  tlie  Army 
of  the  rules  and  regulations  compiled  by  General 
Scott,  was  referred  to  the  select  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  30th  December  last,  upon  a  Mes- 
^age  from  the  President  in  relation  to  the  expen- 
ditures in  the  Ordnance  Department. 

Mr.  Sloane,  from  the  Committee  on  Elections, 
who  were  instructed  to  inquire  whether  any  mem- 
bers returned  to  serve  in  this  House,  were  not,  at 
the  time  of  their  election,  inhabitants  of  the  Slates 
from  which  they  were  respectively  relumed,  made 
a  report  thereon,  which  was  read,  and  committed 
to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to  which 
is  committed  the  report  of  the  same  committee  in 
the  case  of  John  Bailey.    The  report  is  as  follows  : 

The  Committee  of  Elections  rejwrt,  that,  in  compli- 
ance with  the  instructions  contained  in  the  resolution  of 
the  House  of  the  25lh  of  February,  they  have  obtained 
from  the  Department  of  State  certain  documents  in 
relation  to  John  Forsyth,  one  of  the  members  returned 
from  the  State  of  Georgia,  which  they  ask  leave  to 
make  a  part  of  this  report.  From  these  documents, 
it  appears  that  Mr.  Forsyth  was  elected  a  member  of 
the  present  Congress  during  the  time  of  his  residing 
near  the  Court  of  Spain,  in  the  character  of  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  from  the  United  States.  The  com- 
mittee are  of  opinion  that  there  is  nothing  in  Mr. 
Forsyth's  case  which  disqualifies  him  from  holding  a 
•eat  in  this  House.  The  capacity  in  which  he  acted 
eiciudes  the  idea,  that,  by  the  performance  of  his  dutv 
abroad,  he  ceased  to  be  an  inhabitant  of  the  United 
States;  and,  if  so,  inasmuch  as  he  had  no  inhabitancy 
in  any  other  part  of  the  Union  than  Georgia,  he  must 
be  considered  os  in  the  same  situation  as  before  the 
acccpt.ince  of  the  appointment.  The  committee  re- 
spectfully ask  leave  to  be  dischargfiJ  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  subject  referred  to  them. 


PARTRIDGE'S  MILITARY  ACADEMY. 
Mr.  Hamilton,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Afl[i\irs,  to  which  the  subject  was  referred, 
reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  President  of  the 
^United  Slates  to  cause  to  be  issued  to  Captain 
Alden  Partridge,  fixed  ammunition,  and  for  other 
purposes  ;  accompanied  by  a  detailed  report  upon 
the  subject;  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole.  The  re- 
port is  as  follows : 

The  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  to  whom  was 
referred  a  resolution,  instructing  it  "  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  Wtr 
to  permit  the  ii>sue  of  ammunition  to  Captain  Alden 
Partridge,  Superintendent  of  the  American  Literary, 
Scientific,  and  Military  Academy,  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  pupils  of  the  said  Academy  in  practical 
gunnery,"  beg  leave  to  report: 

That,  in  the  consideration  ot  this  subject,  they  have 
felt  that  it  was  their  duty  to  discuss  the  policy  insepa- 
rably connected  with  the  resolution ;  nor  have  they 
been  unmindful  of  the  necessity  of  instituting  a  pro- 
per inquiry  into  the  merits  of  the  Seminary,  for  which 
the  proposed  bounty  is  intended. 

Your  committee  would  deem  it  altogether  super- 
fluous, that  they  should  at  this  moment  enforce,  by 
any  argument  of  theirs,  the  utility  of  encouraging  the 
diffusion  of  useful  knowledge,  or  that  they  should  in- 
sist on  a  position  so  indisputably  true,  that  a  govern- 
ment cannot  employ  its  energies  more  beneficially,  or 
act  under  a  higher  moral  sanction,  than  by  advancing 
the  prosperity  of  institutions  of  learning.  But  the 
proposition  submitted  for  their  consideration,  affects 
the  country  in  one  of  its  most  interesting  relations — 
its  defence  ;  and  as  such,  it  forms  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant objects  of  our  notice  and  regard.  If  it  be  ad- 
milted,  that  the  existence  and  dissemination  of  the 
knowledge  of  the  military  science,  is  perhaps  more 
important  to  the  ultimate  defence  of  the  country,  than 
the  continuance  of  a  standing  army  in  time  of  peace, 
the  promotion  of  this  sort  of  learning  may  well  b« 
called  "  the  cheap  defence  wf  nations."  The  only  in- 
quiry would  then  seem  to  be,  whether  the  Academy 
ot  Captain  Partridge  is  subservient  to  these  important 
purposes  ;  and  here  your  committee  would  rely  on  the 
fact,  that  Ibis  institution  is  founded  on  the  basis  of 
military  subordination,  and  one  of  the  primary  branches 
of  its  course  of  instruction  is  tlie  theory  of  the  art  of 
war,  as  far  as  it  can  be  taught,  in  reference  to  its  ab> 
stract  principles. 

It  appears  that,  independently  of  the  Superintend- 
ent, (a  gentleman  of  acknowledged   genius  and  dis- 
tinguished attainments)  who   takes  upon  himself  the 
instruction  of  his  pupils  in  mathematics,  natural  and 
moral  philosophy,  and  the  military  science,  there  are 
at  this  school  the  following  professorships,  each  filled 
by    a  separate   instructer :   1st,  of  Ethics  and  Belles 
Lettres  ;  2d,  Geography  and  History  ;  3d,  Chemistry  ; 
4th,   Practical   Geometry   and   Topography ;  6th,  the 
Greek  language  ;  6th,  of  the  Latin  language  ;   7th,  of 
the  French   language.     Organized  as  this  institution 
is,  your  committre   must  regard  it  as  a  very  essential 
auxiliary  to  the  Academy  at  West  Point,  as  the  lesser 
tactics   are    taught  by  field  exercises,  together  with 
caslrametation,   military   surveying,    and    most  of  the 
duties  incident  to  active  service,  in  the  presence  of  an 
enemy. 

Out   of  one  hundred  and  fifty  students,    now  at 
Captain  Partridge's  .\cadcmy,  there  are  eight  ofBcers 
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of  the  Navy  of  the  United  8t»te«,  on  furlough,  pursu- 
ing those  studies  which  are  indispensably  connected 
with  the  duties  of  their  profesoion  ;  and  among  the 
rest  of  the  pupils,  there  are  several  who  are  looking  to 
the  navy  as  their  ultimate  avocation,  and  whose  names 
are  registered  on  the  list  of  applicants  for  appointments 
in  that  service. 

Indeed,  your  committee  think,  without  hitherto  sub- 
jecting the  Government  to  the  cost  of  a  cent,  that 
Captain  Partridge,  by  an  enlightened  public  spirit, 
and  ardent  devotion  to  his  present  enterprise,  is  car- 
rying into  effect  a  portion  of  the  admirable  purposes 
of  our  own  institution. 

The  value  of  the  aramunition  which,  by  the  bill  ac- 
companying this  report,  is  contemplated  to  be  put  at 
the  disposal  of  Captain  Partridge,  it  will  be  seen, 
will  amount  to  $450  for  the  first  year;  a  little  more 
than  the  annual  expense  of  a  cadet  at  West  Point. 
When  a  sum  so  triding  is  contrasted  with  advantages 
so  obvious,  when  it  is  recollected  that  Captain  Par- 
tridge could  not  procure  the  fixed  ammunition  (as 
facilities  for  its  preparation  are  only  to  be  found  in 
arsenals)  except  at  an  expense  much  beyond  the  an- 
nexed estimate,  and  not  at  all,  perhaps,  without  great 
inconvenience,  your  committee  cannot  but  believe,  that, 
in  recommending  the  passage  of  the  bill  herewith  re- 
p4Mted,  they  are  firmly  sustained  by  the  enlightened 
pplicy  which  dictated  the  establishment  of  the  Mili- 
ary School  at  West  Point,  and  by  considerations 
which  tend  to  justify  the  liberal  application  of  na- 
tional patronage  and  beneficence  to  the  meritorious 
and  useful  objects  of  individual  enterprise  and  exer- 
tion 

Your  committee  will  not  waste  your  time,  or  use- 
lessly consume  their  own,  by  dwelling  on  the  import- 
ance of  lessons  in  practical  gunnery  to  those  on  whom 
the  future  defence  of  this  country  may  devolve.  They 
cannot,  however,  refrain  from  otfering  one  observa- 
tion, which  they  think  of  some  importance.  Although 
many  of  the  young  men  educated  at  Captain  Par- 
tridge's  Seminary  may  not  be  destined  to  obtain  com- 
missions in  the  Navy  or  regular  Array  of  the  United 
States,  yet  it  is  highly  probable,  from  the  military 
spirit  and  knowledge  which  they  will  thereby  imbibe, 
that  they  will  seek,  in  the  militia  of  the  several  States, 
occasions  for  usefulness  and  distinction.  In  this  de- 
partment of  the  public  service,  a  knowledge  of  practi- 
cal gunnery  is  much  wanted,  nor  could  the  General 
Government  supply  it  more  cheaply,  (with  the  same 
degree  of  efficiency,)  than  by  aiding  its  instruction  at 
the  fountain  head  of  schools  founded  on  a  military 
basis. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 
The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union.  (Mr. 
CoNDicT  in  the  Chair,)  on  (he  bill  "to  amend 
the  several  acts  laying  duties  on  imports;"  and 
the  question  still  being  on  Mr.  Fuller's  motion, 
to  strike  out  the  duty  of  one  dollar  and  twelve 
cents  per  cwt.  on  bar  iron— the  debate  of  Saturday 
was  resumed. 

Mr.  Brown,  of  Pennsylvania,  opposed  the  mo- 
tion to  strike  out,  and  advocated  the  duty  in  a 
speech  abounding  with  the  practical  details  of 
the  subject,  stated  from  his  own  knowledge  and 
experience,  as  maalwand  proprietor  of  exTensive 
«roQ  works,  m  thuMlitte. 


Mr.  Breck,  of  Pennsylvania,  looked  upon  it  as 
an  incontrovertible  principle  of  political  economy, 
that  raw  materials  must  be  furnished  cheap  to  the 
manufacturer,  to  enable  him  to  sell  cheap. 

We  have,  said  he,  five  or  six  articles  admitted 
duty  free,  and  the  manufacturer  of  most  of  these 
not  only  supplies  the  home  consumption,  but  is 
enabled  to  export  largely.  Thus,  undressed  furs 
being  free,  Sis6,<XMJ  worth  of  hats  were  exported 
in  1822.  Raw  hides  being  likewise  free,  §326,000 
worth  of  leather  shoes  were  exported  that  year,  as 
well  as  450,000  pounds  of  gunpowder,  owing  to 
the  raw  material  bein^  lightly  dutied. 

The  friends  of  the  bill  to  regulate  the  tariff,  now 
under  consideration,  profess  to  have,  for  their  maia 
object,  the  protection  of  manufactures;  and  yet, 
almost  every  article  required  by  the  manufacturer 
is  saddled  with  enormous  duties.  Even  the  very 
dye  stuffs  are  heavily  taxed.  Indigo,  of  which 
1,160,000  pounds  were  imported  in  1822,  is  to  be 
charged  with  an  additional  duty,  for  the  ostensible 
purpose  of  encouraging  that  article  in  Carolina, al- 
though it  is  well  known,  to  those  who  have  occasion 
to  use  It,  that  its  quality  is  so  inferior  that  foreign 
indigo  is  universally  preferred.  Copperas,  too, 
already  paying  a  duty  of  one  dollar  per  pound,  is 
to  be  increased,  although  16,000  pounds  are  annu- 
ally wanted  for  our  manufactures. 

As  regards  the  article  of  iron,  Mr.  B.  supposed 
there  might  be  about  thirty  or  forty  iron  masters 
in  Pennsylvania,  and  perhaps  as  many  more  in 
the  other  Slates.  They  cannot,  even  if  admitted 
into  the  class  of  manulacturerf,  compare,  numeri- 
cally, as  more  than  one  to  five  hundred,  with  man- 
ufacturers, properly  so  called,  if  the  smitheries  be 
included.  Iron,  from  the  hand  of  the  iron  master, 
can  be  considered  as  nothing  else  than  a  raw  ma- 
terial, and  Its  price  is  now  very  nearly  what  it 
was  thirty  years  ago.  At  that  period,  those  who 
worked  the  ore  became  exceedingly  rich  ;  and  the 
chief  reason  why  their  successors  have  not  been 
e<jually  fortunate,  is,  because  their  skill  has  not 
kept  pace  with  the  astonishing  improvements  made 
in  Europe,  in  the  smelting  of  the  ore,  and  other 
processes  connected  with  its  conversion  into  bar, 
hoop,  and  sheet  iron,  nail  rods,  dec. 

In  England,  thirty  years  ago,  there  were  made 
only  about  20,000  tons  of  iron,  and  now  that  coun- 
try produces  300,000  tons  ;  and  it  produces  it  at 
considerable  less  than  half  the  cost  of  iron  in 
America;  the  Liverpool  price  of  bar  iron  being 
about  §36  per  ton.  The  reason  is,  that  the  fur- 
naces are  kept  in  blast  the  whole  year,  instead  of 
eight  or  nine  months,  as  with  us.  There  is  a  con- 
centration too,  of  all  the  works  necessary  for  ham- 
mering, slitting,  rolling,  casting,  <tc.,  which,  with 
us,  are  scattered  over  the  country.  There,  too, 
coal,  at  ten  or  eleven  cents  per  bushel,  is  prepared 
for  fuel.  These  facilities  enable  the  manufacturer 
to  send  many  articles  of  iron  fabric  to  the  Amer- 
ican market,  under  a  duty  of  twenty-four  dollars 
per  ton,  with  freight,  &c.,  as  cheap  as  our  iron 
masters  can  afford  to  sell  their  bar  iron  here. 

With  regard  to  hemp,  Mr.  B.  stated  that  the 
Legislature  of  Massachusetts  had  tried  the  efftct 
of  a  bounty,  in  order  to  supersede  the  importation 
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of  that  article;  but  it  was  soon  relinquished,  as  a 
hopeless  experiment.  The  error  lies,  perhaps,  in 
the  mode  ot  rotting.  Be  it  what  it  may,  the  pro- 
posed duty,  which  increases  the  830  dollars  per 
too  now  paid  to  $44,  will  cause  our  ship  owners 
to  seek  for  cordage  abroad ;  and  as  a  proportional 
increase  is  to  take  place  on  canvass,  our  sailma- 
kers,  ropeniakers,  riggers,  and  other  mechanics 
DOW  employed  about  ship  building,  will  be  left 
unemployed,  whilst  those  of  Russia,  and  even 
England,  will  exclusively  possess  the  advantage 
of  equipping  our  merchantmen. 

The  effects  of  this  monstrous  bill,  which  touches 
upon  nearly  sixty  millions  of  our  imports,  and 
seven  millions  and  a  half  of  our  revenue,  must  be 
fatal  to  our  navigation.  All  discriminating  duties 
being  abrogated,  except  with  regard  to  Spain  and 
Portugal,  we  find  the  tonnage,  in  our  intercourse 
with  European  nations,  to  have  increased,  in  the 
last  three  years,  as  follows: 

In  1821  -        -        -  79,204  tons. 

1822  -        -        -        100,541     " 

1823  -        -        -         119,000    " 

And  in  our  intercourse  with  the  single  port  of 
Liverpool,  to  have  increased  from  20,676  tons,  in 
1822,  to  42,869  tons,  in  1823.  By  which  it  ap- 
pears that  the  British  tonnage  in  our  trade,  with 
that  port  alone,  has  more  than  doubled  in  one  year. 
Wiiat,  then,  I  ask,  is  to  become  of  the  American 
tonnage,  when,  by  this  bill,  you  lay  an  additional 
duty  upon  iron,  hemp,  and  sailcloth,  which  will 
augment  the  duties  paid  upon  articles  used  to  build 
a  ship  of  300  tons  to  eleven  hundred  dollars,  in- 
stead of  about  six  hundred  now  paid?  Especially 
when  unprotected,  as  our  tonnage  is,  by  the  repeal 
of  discriminating  navigation  laws,  you  deprive  it, 
by  prohibitory  duties,  of  the  freight  of  32,000  tons 
of  iron,  5,0{>0'tons  of  hemp,  and"  nearly  2,000,000 
of  pounds  weight  of  raw  wool. 

These  bulky  articles  will  occupy  60,000  tons  of 
shipping,  which  are  equivalent  to  200  ships  of  300 
tons  each.  Are  we  prepared  to  risk  the  non-em- 
ployment of  BO  many  vessels — to  embarrass,  if  not 
to  ruin  their  owners  ;  and  this,  too,  at  the  moment 
that  the  foreign  tonnage,  equipped  at  less  cost 
abroad,  is  so  fast  gaining  possession  of  our  export 
trade  ? 

On  the  subject  of  foreign  wool  I  will  detain  the 
Committee  but  a  few  moments.  Imported  wool 
comes  from  La  Plata,  Smyrna,  Sweden,  Denmark, 
and  Germany.  A  great  deal  of  it  is  of  a  coarser 
kind  than  any  raised  in  the  United  States,  and  the 
remainder,  indeed  the  whole,  gives  to  the  industry 
of  the  country  the  most  advantageous  employ- 
ment. One  of  our  most  intelligent  manufacturers 
has  divided  the  wool  imported  in  1822  as  fol- 
lows: 

Wool  imported  that  year       -        -  1,733,426  lbs. 

Cost  in  foreign  countries,  $387,312;  paid  duly 
$58,100;  average  cost  22  cents  per  pound. 
7tK).000  pounds  superfine,  6  and  7  1-4  wide,  made 

350,000  yards,  at  $4      -        -        -    ^1,400,000 
140.000  pounds  common  wool  made 

20(.»,000  yards,  at  §2       -        -        -         400,000 


590,0(X)  pounds  of  coarse,  made  into 
cassinets,  linseys,  and  negro  cloths, 
737,500  yards,  at  45  cents 

Deduct  cost  of  wool  abroad    - 


331,875 

$2,131,875 
387,000 

$1,744,875 


Leaving  a  'profit  to  the  laborer  of  America  of 
more  than  one  dollar  per  pound.  We  have  not 
the  means  of  raising  immediately  6  or  8,CK)0,000 
sheep  to  furnish  this  wool.  The  manufacturers 
must  slop  whilst  the  sheep  are  growing,  and  when 
the  wool  is  ready  for  market  there  will  be  no 
buyers. 

I  beg  leave  to  add  one  word  upon  the  effects  of 
this  bill  on  the  revenue.  The  duty  upon  foreign 
spirits  is  increased  by  it  15  per  cent.  This  article 
now  pap  from  42  to  70  cents  per  gallon,  accord- 
ing lo  the  proof;  and  this  is  2  or  300  per  cent, 
upon  its  cost  abroad.  Under  the  existing  law, 
spirits  alone  produce  lo  our  revenue  more  than 
two  millions  of  dollars ;  but  a  system  of  smuggling 
has  been  organized  in  the  Slate  of  Maine,  and 
other  places,  which  is  so  successfully  carried  on, 
particularly  at  Easiport  and  Lubec,  liear  the  Brit- 
ish province  of  New  Brunswick,  that  spirits  are 
purchased  in  that  section  of  the  country  for  less 
than  the  average  duty  ;  fifty  cents  being  the  high- 
est price  asked  by  the  dealers.  If  so  bulky  an  ar- 
ticle as  rum  in  hogsheads  can  be  landed  without 
detection,  a  bale  of  fine  muslins,  silks,  and  other 
light  woods  will  soon  follow.  No  measure  is  bet- 
ter calculated  to  injure  the  revenue  than  high  du- 
ties. I  am  friendly  to  manufactures,  but  I  wish 
our  commerce  to  bring  to  them  the  raw  material 
cheap,  in  order  that  they  and  the  shipping  interest 
may  thrive  together. 

Mr.  B.  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Stewart,  of  Penn- 
sylvania, who  moved  an  amendment  to  the  bill, 
proposing  an  additional  tax  on  the  descriptions  of 
iron  in  the  item  under  consideration,  of  twenty- 
five  cents  a  year,  for  three  years  to  come.  He 
supported  his  amendment  by  a  speech,  in  which 
he  took  a  general  view  of  the  state  of  the  iron 
factories,  the  fatal  operali^  of  the  tariff  of  1816, 
upon  them,  and  the  advwnages  arising  from  an 
effectual  protection,  towards  which  his  amend- 
ment looked. 

The  question  being  put,  the  amendment  moved 
by  Mr.  Stewart  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Hamilton  then  moved  that  the  Commit- 
tee rise  ;  which  motion  was  lost — ayes  66,  noes  73. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  Mr.  Fuller's 
motion  to  strike  out  the  duty,  it  was  decided  in 
the  negative — ayes  54,  noes  So. 

When  the  Committee  rose,  and,  having  ob- 
tained leave  to  sit  again,  the  House  adjourned. 

Thursday,  March  4. 
Mr.  Cobb,  by  leave  of  the  House,  presented  a 
memorial  of  the  citizens  of  Wilkes  county,  in  the 
Slate  of  Georgia,  remonstrating  against  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill  now  pending  in  this  House  to 
amend  the  several  acts  imposing  duties  on  imports. 
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Mr.  Cobb  also,  by  leave  of  the  House,  presented 
a  similar  remonstrance  from  the  citizens  of  the 
city  of  Augusta,  in  the  State  of  Georgia. 

Ord^edj  That  the  said  remonstrances  be  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  on 
the  state  of  the  Union  to  which  the  said  bill  is 
committed. 

Mr.  Little,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions 
and  Revolutionary  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  William  Hall,  an  invalid  soldier  of  the 
Revolutionary  army  ;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke,  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  what  number  of  public  lots  in 
the  City  of  Washington  have  been  sold  by  the 
agents  of  the  United  States  ;  when  sold,  by  whom, 
to  whom,  and  for  what  price;  what  part  of  the 
purchase  money  has  been  paid,  the  amount  doe, 
and  when  payable  ;  whether  the  debts  are  well 
secured,  and  whether  all  the  money  received  has 
been  applied  to  objects  authorized  by  any  existing 
law  ;  how  much  thereof  has  been  paid  into  the 
Treasury ;  and  what  disposition  has  been  made  of 
the  money  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  late  Superin- 
tendent of  the  City,  for  disbursement;  and  that 
said  committee  have  power  to  send  for  persons 
and  papers.  Mr.  Cocke,  Mr.  Flovd,  Mr.  Mer- 
cer, Mr.  Vinton,  Mr.  Marvin,  Mr.  Baylies,  and 
Mr.  Brent,  were  appointed  the  said  committee. 

Two  Messages  received  from  the  Presioent  or 
the  United  States  were  read,  as  follows: 

Toth^  Homeof  ReprtsematiteH  oftKt  United  Statts: 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  of  the  Ist  March,  1823,  requesting 
information  of  the  number  and  position  of  the  perma- 
nent fortifications,  which  have  been,  and  are  now, 
erecting  for  the  defence  of  the  coast,  harbors,  and 
frontiers  of  the  United  States,  with  the  classitication 
and  magnitude  of  each,  with  the  amount  expended 
on  each ;  showing  the  work  done  and  to  be  done  ; 
the  number  of  guns,  of  every  caliber,  for  each  fortifi- 
cation ;  the  total  cost  of  a  complete  armament  for 
each  ;  the  force  required  to  garrison  each  in  time  of 
peace  and  war ;  I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  containing  the  intormation  required  by 
the  resolution. 

JA.ME8  .MONROE. 

Washingtok,  March  4,  1824. 

The  Message  and  report  were  laid  on  the  table. 

To  the  Hotise  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  : 

I  transmit  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
which  communicates  all  the  information  in  possession 
of  the  Department,  called  for  by  a  resolution  of  the 
House  requesting  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  Register 
of  the  Land  Office  in  the  Eastern  District  of  Louis- 
iana, bearing  date  the  6th  of  January.  1821  ;  together 
with  all  the  information  from  the  said  Register  to  the 
Treasury  Department. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
Mabch  4,  1821. 

The  Message  and  report  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

VACCLNATION. 

Mr.  Gazlay,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  9th  ultimo.on  a  memorial  of  Dr.  Jame^  Smith. 


made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  to  encourage 
vaccination  ;  which,  by  leave  of  the  House,  was 
reported,  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole.     The  report  is  as  follows: 

The  memorial  of  Dr.  James  Smith  states  that  the 
smallpox  is  now  spreading,  to  a  very  alarming  extent, 
to  roost  of  the  great  cities,  and  to  many  other  parts  of 
the  United  States  ;  and  that  beside  the  calamities  im> 
mediately  attendant  on  the  disease,  it  necessarily  sus- 
pends and  interrupts  commerce  and   intercourse  be- 
tween different  portions  of  the  Union.     To  arrest  the 
progress  of  this  scourge,  and  to  prevent  its  future  ap- 
pearance, the  memorial  recommends  the  appointment 
of  a  general   agent   for  the  United  States,  and  local 
agents  in  thesoeral  Congrcs-sional  districts,  to  whom 
the  general  agent  shall  at  all  times  furnish  the  real 
vaccine  matter,  free   of  postage.     The  memorial  also 
contains  much  detail  on  the  nature  and  distinguisha- 
ble character  of  the  vaccine  from  the  smallpox  or  vari- 
olous disease.     It  also  asserts  that  medical  skill  is  not 
required  for  the  effectual  and  safe  application  of  the 
vaccine  matter ;  that   this   process  may  b«  performed 
by  any  person.     But  that,  to  insure   confidence    and 
success  in  the  vaccine  system,   <^rcat  care,  attention, 
and  experience,  are   necessary   in  obtaining    and   pre- 
serving the  true  vaccine  matter,  or  crusts,  and  that  if 
it  be  not  pure,  no   reliance  can   be    placed  on  it  as  a 
guard  against  the  smallpox.     To  this  point  much  evi- 
dence, drawn  from  practice  and  long  observation,  is 
set  forth :  also   much   evidence   tending   to   show   its 
ample  protective  character  when  pure. 

In  a  paper  accompanying  the  memorial  Dr.  Smith 
has  furnished  statements,  with  extracts  of  letters,  and 
a  certificate  of  a  Mr.  Phillips,  tending  to  show  that  the 
unfortunate  occurrence  at  Tarl>orough  was  the  result 
of  some  wanton  interference  with  his  letter  and  direc- 
tions, after  they  were  by  him  enclosed,  and  before  they 
reached  Dr.  Ward.  That  Dr.  Ward  is  inclined  to  the 
belief  of  this  fact,  and  made  the  first  suggestion  of  it 
in  April,  1822. 

The  committee  do  not  pretend  to  account  for  the 
unfortunate  occurrence  at  Tarborough.  nor  do  they 
see  as  much  reason  for  imputing  its  wilful  commission 
to  those  who  were  publicly  engaged,  and  of  course 
the  first  to  be  made  responsible,  as  to  tome  secret  hand 
not  responsible.  They  beg  leave  to  suggest  the  pro- 
priety and  public  necessity  for  paying  some  respect 
and  attention  to  the  general  sentiment,  which  prevails 
throughout  the  civilized  world,  in  favor  of  the  preven- 
tive power  of  the  vaccine  disease  against  the  small- 
pox :  and  that  to  obtain  security  from  the  latter,  which 
so  materially  affects  both  life  and  our  maritime  rela- 
tions, cannot  be  less  than  a  national  object.  They  ask 
leave  to  rep>ort  a  bill,  and  with  that  view  offer  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  select  committee  raised  on  the 
subject  of  vaccination  have  leave  to  report  a  bill. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

The  Hou'JC  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  amending  the  several 
acts  laying  duties  on  imports. 

Mr.  Tod,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Man- 
ufactures, moved  to  amend  the  first  section  of  the 
bill,  by  altering  the  minimum  cost  of  imported 
woollen  cloih««  on  which  a  duty  of  thirty  per  cen- 
tum ad  valorem  is  proposed  to  be  imposed,  from 
eighty  cents  to  forty  cents,  and  striking  out  the 
subsequent  clause,  which  tixes  the  minimum  for 


March,  1824. 


Th€  Tariff  BiU. 


H.  OF  R. 


flannels,  baizes,  and  other  unmilled  woollen  cloths 
(except  carpets  and  blankets)  at  forty  cents. 

Mr.  Martindale,  of  New  York,  opposed  this 
amendment.  He  said  that  the  friends  of  the  bill 
were  taken  by  surprise  by  such  a  motion.  The 
amendment  went  to  alter  the  whole  character  of 
the  bill  by  striking  out  one  of  its  most  important 
and  most  valuable  parts.  The  labor  of  the  coun- 
try, formerly  occupied  in  commerce  and  agricul- 
ture, has,  by  the  reduction  of  those  great  national 
interests,  been  thrown  out  of  employ,  and  wants 
occupation.  No  manufacture  aids  the  farmer 
more  than  those  the  staple  of  which  consists  of 
wool,  a  product  easily  raised,  easily  extended,  and 
for  the  manufacture  of  which  we  have  mechanics 
in  abundance.  He  hoped  the  Chairman,  and  the 
friends  of  the  bill,  would  act  on  the  conviction  of 


their^own  judgment,  and  not  by  yielding  to  that 
of  others,  for  the  sake  of  conciliation,  jeopardize 
or  sacrifice  the  most  valuable  parts  of  the  system 
of  protection.  The  proposed  duty  would  not  op- 
erate to  raise,  but  to  diminish  the  price,  as  a  simi- 
lar duty  had  operated  on  coarse  cottons.  This 
was  a  sort  of  fabric  with  which  American  manu- 
facturers could  easily  fill  the  market. 

Mr.  Ingham,  of  Pennsylvania,  considered  the 
Item,  now  proposed  to  be  altered,  as  a  very  im- 
portant part  of  the  bill.  Its  effect  would  be  to 
raise  the  price  to  the  consumer  without  benefiting 
the  manufacturer.  He  suggested  a  modification 
of  Mr.  Ton'ri  motion,  by  which  the  minimum 
would  bo  left  open  for  discussion. 

Mr.  Too  thought  there  was  no  way  in  which 
to  ascertain  the  views  of  the  members  on  this  part 
of  the  bill  but  by  taking  a  vote.  He  certainly  had 
no  wish  to  see  this  clause  stricken  out;  but  he 
had  made  the  motion  in  consequence  of  an  assur- 
ance given  him  by  several  leading  members,  now 
in  opposition  to  the  bill,  that,  if  this  feature  were 
removed,  they  would  support  the  residue,  and  he 
wished  the  friends  of  the  plan  to  remember  that  a 
bill  which  attained  only  a  part  of  the  object  de- 
sired, and  which  passed  the  House,  was  better 
than  a  bill  of  the  most  finished  and  perfect  form 
that  did  not  pass. 

Mr.  Tracy,  of  New  York,  expressed  his  regret 
that  this  amendment  should  have  proceeded  from 
the  honorable  Chairman  against  his  own  better 
judgment.  It  certainly  aimed  a  blow  at  the  most 
important  item  in  the  whole  bill.  He  believed 
the  country  is  fully  able  to  raise  all  the  wool  it 
needs.  He  hoped  the  motion  would  be  with- 
drawn. If  it  was  intended  as  a  compromise  with 
the  opponents  of  the  bill,  the  honorable  Chairman 
might  find  that,  while  he  won  over  a  few  of  them 
to  his  side,  he  at  the  same  time  lost  many  of  those 
who  were  now  its  supporters. 

Mr.  Baylies,  of  Massachusetts,  hoped  the 
amendment  would  not  be  withdrawn.  He  did 
not  believe  this  country  possessed  (at  least  not  at 
present)  the  capacity  to  raise  its  own  wool;  and, 
if  we  cannot  get  it  at  home,  we  must  get  it  from 
abroad.  He  thought  the  duty  left  by  the  amend- 
ment would  be  sufficient  to  keep  out  of  the  country 
those  fabrics  which  fhe  gentlemen  had  described 
as  made  of  woollen   rags,  ground  up,  and  which 

/ 


would  scarce  endure  a  puff  of  wind  without  fall- 
ing to  pieces.  The  minimum  at  forty  cents  would, 
in  his  opinion,  be  sufficient  for  the  present.  We 
must  attain  a  maximum  by  degrees. 

Mr.  McKiM  went  intoa  calculation  in  figures,  and 
insisted  that  the  bill  would  diminish  the  importa- 
tion of  woollen  goods  one-half;  that  the  revenue 
would  lose  at  least  eight  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars; the  minimum  at  forty  cents  was  equal  to 
seventy-three  per  cent;  what  more  was  wanted 
for  a  protection  ? 

Mr.  Buchanan,  of  Pennsylvania,  supported  the 
amendment,  as  a  measure  proper  in  itself,  and 
calculated  to  promote  a  spirit  of^  mutual  concilia- 
tion. The  present  duty  on  woollen  goods  is 
twenty-five  per  cent,  ad  valorem — the  bill  would 
raise  it  to  thirty-three  and  a  third.  The  minimum 
proposed  by  the  amendment  is  forty  cents  per 
square  yard  ;  a  yard  of  coarse  baize  costs  eight 
pence  sterling;  the  ad  valorem  duty,  as  amended, 
is  equal  to  eighty  per  cent.;  without  the  amend- 
ment, it  will  amount  to  one  hundred  and  thirty 
per  cent.  He  thought  we  were  not  yet  ready  for 
a  prohibitory  duty  on  coarse  woollens;  to  which 
article  the  arguments  from  coarse  cottons  did  not 
apply,  because  cotton  was  abundant — wool  was 
not.  The  amount  imported  last  year  was  one 
million  six  hundred  thousand  pounds — worth  three 
hundred  and  forty  thousand  dollars.  By  going 
too  rapidly,  in  pressing  the  system,  we  shall  injure 
both  the  consumer  and  the  manufacturer.  If  the 
raw  material  was  abundant,  he  should  oppose  any 
reduction  of  the  mimimum;  but  at  present  he 
should  advocate  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Too  observed  that  the  Committee  of  Man- 
ufactures had  used  the  greatest  diligence  in  col- 
lecting information,  not  only  from  the  members 
of  this  House,  but  from  persons  in  various  classes 
of  the  community,  whose  interests  were  involved 
in  the  several  parts  of  the  bill.  Some  doubt  ex- 
isted as  lo  the  point  at  which  the  minimum  on 
coarse  woollens  ought  to  be  fixed.  And  the  Com- 
mittee were  unwilling,  by  going  too  far,  to  risk 
the  popularity  of  the  bill,  and  thereby  jeopardize 
its  success.  I3ut,  as  several  of  its  friends  had  ex- 
pressed a  wish  to  have  time  for  further  delibera- 
tion, he  would  consent  to  withdraw  his  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  T.  then  moved  to  amend  the  third  section 
of  the  bill  by  making  the  annual  increase  of  duty 
on  unmanufactured  wool  more  gradual,  and  by 
adding  a  proviso  "  That  all  wool,  the  actual  value 
of  which,  at  the  place  whence  imported,  shall  not 
exceed  ten  cents  per  pound  shall  be  charged  with 
a   duty  of  fifteen   per  cent  ad   valorem,  and  no 


more. 


Mr.  T.  stated  that  the  committee  had  learned 
that  objections  existed  to  this  part  of  the  bill,  both 
among  the  manufacturers  and  the  raisers  of  sheep. 
It  appeared  that  a  coarser  wool  was  wanted  than 
any  raised  in  this  country,  for  a  particular  kind  of 
coarse  goods,  (negro  cloths,  &c.,)  and  that  that 
species  of  wool  may  be  procured  sometimes  for 
eight  and  sometimes  as  low  as  six  cents  a  pound, 
while  the  lowest  priced  American  costs  twenty- 
five  cents. 
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Mr.  McKiM,  of  Maryland,  called  for  the  read- 
ing of  a  memorial  from  Germaniowo  on  this  sub- 
ject ;  and  it  was  read. 

Mr.  Clark,  of  New  York,  made  some  remarks 
which  the  reporter  was  not  fortunate  enough  to 
hear  distinctly. 

Mr.  I.NGHAM  advocated  the  amendment.  He 
hoped  this  coarse  wool  would  not  be  excluded 
from  importation ;  it  employed  a  large  numljer  of 
additional  spindles,  without  in  the  least  interfer- 
ing with  our  native  products  ;  a  million  of  pounds 
were  imported  the  last  year,  chiefly  from  South 
America,  with  which  country  it  was  our  interest 
to  cherish  a  commercial  connexion,  as  .she  fur- 
nishes a  market  for  many  of  our  manufactures, 
and,  if  she  cau  return  her  native  productions  for 
them,  will  continue  and  increase  her  demand.  He 
thought  this  sort  of  wool  had  better  be  freed  from 
duty  altogether — at  all  events,  it  was  better  that 
we  should  import  it  in  a  raw  stale  than  in  a  man- 
ufactured form. 

Mr.  Forward  stated  that  large  quantities  of 
wool  were  raised  in  his  district ;  and  he  had,  at 
first,  been  under  the  impression  that  his  constitu- 
ents would  be  benefited  by  the  item  of  the  bill, 
without  any  alteration  or  provi.so;  but  he  had 
reason  to  change  that  opinion,  and  he  advocated 
the  amendment.  The  Committee  on  Manufac- 
tures had,  since  the  bill  was  under  discussion,  ob- 
tained a  mass  of  information  from  all  parts  of  the 
country,  sent  up  by  those  about  to  be  affected  by 
the  various  parts  of  it,  which  had,  on  several 
points,  materially  changed  the  opinions  of  the 
Committee,  and  would  lead  to  motions  for  corres- 
ponding changes  in  the  bill.  The  fine  wool  im- 
ported from  somepartsof  Germanycorapetes  with 
our  own  ;  but  this  coarse  wool  brought  from 
Sniyrna  and  South  America  cannot;  it  i>  of  a 
quite  different  quality,  and  may  be  bought  at 
about  nine  cents  a  pound.  He  was  in  favor  of' 
eventually  excluding  foreign  wool  ;  but  it  must  ' 
be  done  by  degrees,  A  large  and  sudden  duty  I 
will  break  down  the  manufacturer.  ! 

Mr.  LivERMORE  then  rose.  He  said  there  was  a 
character  in  the  Eastern  part  of  the  Union  known 
by  the  name  of  the  New  England  farmer,  whose  i 
voice  he  wished  might  be  heard  on  the  present  1 
question.  When  the  bill  appeared,  he  had  looked 
over  It  with  anxiety  to  see  what  had  been  done 
for  that  character,  and  he  found  only  two  items 
in  it  to  compensate  him  for  all  the' rest;  these 
were  the  duty  on  wool  and  the  duty  on  tallow. 
As  to  wool,  he  was  sorry  to  hear  that  wool  mean 
enough  could  not  be  raised  in  this  country.  For 
himself,  he  should  conclude  that  the  better  the 
wool  the  better  would  be  the  article  made  out  of 
it.  Gentlemen,  who  understand  manufactures, 
tell  us  that  the  amendment  will  benefit  the  farm- 
er, because  he  cannot  make  wool  mean  enough ; 
but  if  you  will  only  protect  the  growth  of  w°ool 
by  duties,  any  quantity  of  it  can  be  raised.  It  is 
a  product  easily  extended.  The  amount  might 
be  doubled  in  two  years,  and  where  you  raise  hne 
wool  you  raise  coarse  on  the  same  sheep.  Ex- 
clude the  coarse  bad  wool  from  abroad,  and  you 
Will  soon  have  a  better  article.     It  is  said  the 


coarse  must  be  imported  because  we  can't  raise 
it ;  but  what  was  said  when  the  duty  on  iron  was 
under  discussion?     The  gentleman    from  Penn- 
sylvania told  us  they  can't  make  it  because  it  sells 
for  only  eighty  dollars  a   ton,  and   he  wants  to 
raise  the  price  to  8140 ;  but   the  same  argument 
will  apply  to  wool.     There  are  memorials  against 
the  duty,  from  men  who  raise  a  great  many  sheep, 
but  they  are  men  who  own,  at   the  same  time, 
large  manufacturing  establishments,  and  fake  on 
themselves  the  name  of  farmers,  just  as  another 
class  of  manufacturers  take  upon  them  the  name 
of  merchants.     The  cities  to  the  Eastward  are 
full  of  them.     They  are  capitalists;  that  is  their 
proper  name.     They  put  their  money  into  what- 
ever will  bring  them  the  best  returns.     But  these 
were  not  to  be  heard  on  the  interests  of  the  farm- 
er.    To  him  this  tariff  is  a   bitter  pill.     Do  give 
him  a  little  gold  on  the  outside,  just  to  cover  it, 
and  take  off  some  of  the  bitter  taste.     The  people 
in  his  district  could  make  carpet^  at  their  fireside, 
and  nobody  complained   that  they  could  not  get 
wool  mean  enough.     If  labor  is  to  be  protected, 
let  it  be  protected.     Don't  give  it  a  less  market 
than  it  has  already.     Cities,  we  all  know,  stand 
only  by  commerce.     The  ground  on  which  they 
stand  is  often  good  for  little.     The  great  city  of 
New  York,  when  the  Dutchmen  first  saw  it,  was 
a  fine  place  to  make  canals  on.  and  that  was  all. 
]  But  New  York  consumes  :iOn.(M>0  barrels  of  flour, 
I  and  800,000  are  exported.     The  cities  furni^h  a 
I  market  for  the  farmer.     Can  the  gentleman  from 
I  Pennsylvania  conjure  Piiiladelphia  into  a  Man- 
!  Chester  and  New  York  into  a  Birmingham  ?    Let 
him  do  It.     Yet  it   was  not   manufactures  alone 
I  which  supported  the  farmer.     Fifty  or  sixty  thou- 
j  sand  families  were  occupied  in  the  fisheries — and, 
[  reckoning  five  for  a  family,  these  amount  to  a 
j  quarter  of  a  million.     They  all  eat  as  much  as  a 
^  man  who  attends  a  cotton  jenny,  and  the  jenny 
J  eats  nom>.     The  New  England  farmers  and  the 
Pennsylvania  farmers  say  "  lot  us  alone,"  except 
so  far  as  your  bill  is  intended  for  revenue.     This, 
Mr.  L.  insisted,  is  the  legitimate  subject  for  con- 
sideration.    Gentlemen  had  often  been  asked  how 
the  deficit  in  the  revenue  was  to  be  supplied  ?     It 
must  be  either  by  a  land  tax  or  an  excise.     Will 
gentlemen  say   they  mean  to  lay  a  direct  tax  ? 
They  will  say  no  such  thing;  they  tell  us  it  will 
be  time  enough  to  apply  a  remedy'when  the  dis- 
ease has  grown  desperate.     I  don't  like  this.    One 
object  of  the  Federal  Union  was  to  pay  the  debt* 
of  the  United  States;  the  debts  were  enormous, 
and  this  new  government  was  to  pay  them.  Now, 
we  are  told,  the  national  debt  is  a  bagatelle.  W^hy 
is  It  not  paid,  then?     It  is  not  diminished  any. 
I  would  give  more  for  a  motto  uttered  some  time 
ago,  by  a  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Ran- 
dolph.) than  for  all  such  arguments.     *'  Pay  your 
debts,*'  said  he,  and  his  words  fell  on  my  mind 
with  great  force.     Let  us  pay  first,  and  then  tam- 
per with   the  revenue;   a  source  of  supply   that 
calls  for  almost  no  expenses  in  its  collection,  and 
always  gives  us  more  than  we  expect.     When  the 
gentleman  made  his  motion  to  strike  off  this  little 
gilding  from  the  pill  he  has  prepared  for  us,  I 
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could  not  think  him  serious ;  yet  he  appears  con- 
siderably so — I  hope  he  may  yet  recant.  His  ar- 
gument seems  to  be  this — we  can't  get,  at  home, 
coarse  wool  at  the  present  price;  therefore,  let  us 
get  It  from  abroad,  and  not  raise  the  price  when 
wool  is  now  about  a  shilling  a  pound.  Sir,  it 
ought  not  to  be  disguised,  that,  now-a-days,  man- 
ufacturers are  every  body,  and  every  body  else  are 
nobody.  This  is  the  case,  especially  in  the  State 
I  come  from.  But  is  the  course  they  propose 
practicable?  They  can't  do  it;  the  poor  can't 
protect  themselves  against  the  rich,  against  the 
■wealthy  few  ;  these  will  supply  what  the  others 
try  to  protect. 

The  cotton  manufactures  in  Pennsylvania  and 
Ohio,  are  to  be  protected,  it  seems,  by  an  exclusive 
duty.  Well — exclude  them — and  what  follows? 
Why,  the  wealth  of  the  Eastern  capitalists  will 
supply  the  article,  and  undersell  you,  do  what  you 


in  this  country  for  the  supply  of  our  factories? 
Look  at  our  experience  during  the  last  war — we 
did  then  raise  enough  to  meet  the  whole  demand — 
our  flocks  were  multiplied  to  a  vast  extent;  but 
peace  came — the  Government  refused  protection 
to  the  wool  growers — foreign  wool  was  poured 
into  the  country — the  flocks  were  dissipated — they 
disappeared  ;  part  were  exported  to  other  jjnd 
wiser  countries,  part  were  sent  to  the  shambles. 
And  now  we  are  told  we  can't  raise  enough.  Sir, 
from  information  communicated  by  intelligent 
men,  in  whom  great  confidence  ouffht  to  be  placed, 
large  quantities  of  American  wool  are  now  wait- 
ing a  market  in  the  neighborhood  of  Philadelphia, 
and  New  York,  and  some  in  Boston,  in  whole, 
probably,  equal  to  two  entire  shearings  of  the 
wool  grown  in  those  sections  of  the  country,  if 
not  greater.  Why?  Because  the  manufacturers 
on  the  seaboard  are  merchants  aFso.  Where  they 
will.  You  will  compete  with  6oston,  instead  of  havefivedollars  in  manufactures,  they  havetwenty- 
~      ■      -      -  -  five  in  commerce ;  and,  for  the  sake  of  that  com- 


England — that  will  be  all  the  gain  to  you.  Gen- 
tlemen seem  to  speak  at  random.  Do  they  not 
know  that  between  three  and  four  millions  of  dol- 
lars have  been  invested  in  manufactures  in  the 
State  of  New  Hampshire — and  yet,  not  one  of 
these  manufactures  has  urged  a  duty  on  woollen 
or  cotton.     They  know  their  interests  too    well. 


merce,  they  bring  in  the  material  from  abroad. 
But  is  this  a  policy  for  us  to  pursue?  to  put  down 
all  the  interior  for  a  strip  of  country  sixty  miles 
from  the  Atlantic,  (the  "United  States  proper," 
of  an  honorable  gentleman.)  if  that  is  the  real 
policy  intended  by  gentlemen,  let  it  be  avowed- 


All  that  you  do  will  only  run  down  the  small  es-  let  gentlemen  only  say  so,  and  we  are  ready  to 
tablishments  for  their  advantage.  He  hoped  the  {  meet  them  ;  only  say,  in  plain  words,  to  the  people. 
Committee  would  cover  the  pill  with  a  little  that  you  intend,  in  all  practicable  cases,  to  prefer 
sweet — and  not,  after  beguiling  the  fanner  by  one  I  the  raw  material  from  abroad,  to  that  raised  at 


or  two  lures,  get  him  to  support  the  bill  till  it  is 
too  late  to  oppose  it  and  then  turn  round  and  leave 
him. 

Mr.  Wright  did  not  doubt  the  gentleman  from 
New  Hampshire  had  made  a  very  excellent  speech, 
but  where  he  sat  it  was  almost  impossible  to  hear 
one  word  of  it.  He  took  the  question  now  to  be, 
Whether  we  shall  raise  wool  ourselves,  or  let  for- 
eigners raise  it  for  us  ?  Whether  we  are  in  a  sit- 
uation to  supply  the  manufactories  with  this  article, 


home,  and  the  people  will  soon  speak  to  you  in  a 
language  that  you  will  not  be  able  to  misunder- 
stand. Laws  are  not  for  manufactures  alone. 
They  must  be  for  agriculturists  also. 

In  support  of  a  system  of  gradual  prohibition,  Mr. 
W.  then  proceeded  to  quote  details  from  the  annua! 
statistical  tables,  from  which  it  appeared  that, 
in  1S17,  while  we  imported  3S6,985  pounds,  we 
also  exported  39,400  pounds.  In  1822  we  imported 
1,733,420  pounds,  and  we  exported  none.     Thus 


and,  if  so,  wliether  we  shall  draw  the  supply  of  it    had  the  foreign  wool  supplanted  our  own.     Merino 

wool  has  for  some  time  been  selling  at  from  twenty- 
five  to  thiriy-two  cents  a  pound,  a  price  at  which 
our  wool  growers  could  not  supply  the  article 
without  loss  ;  but  American  fine  wool  can  be  sup- 


from  abroad  ?  Look,  said  Mr.  W.,  at  the  policy 
pursued  by  England.  She  lays  an  impost  duty  of 
eleven  cents  a  pound  on  foreign  wool,  (there  might 
be  some  reduction  on  woollen    rag's  intended    to 


make  cloths  to  be  sent  to  the  United  States,)  but  j  plied  at  a  profit,  of  a  better  quality  than  the  im 
.she  does  not  stop  here;  she  prohibits  the  exporta-  '  ported,  at  an  average  price  of  fifty  cents  a  pound, 
tion  of  wool,  or  of  sheep,  under  a  heavy  penalty.  |  The  coarse  wool  from  Smyrna  may  be  had  at  ten 
She  considers  the  woollen  manufacture  her  staple  j  cents.  We  do  not  grow  this  kind  at  all,  and  it 
interest ;  and  they  give  to  their  agriculturists  the  I  was  proper  it  should  be  exempted  from  duty.  In 
exclusive  supply  of  their  manufacturers.  So  great  matters  of  mere  agriculture,  we  may  proceed  with 
is  the  anxiety  in  England  to  support  this  manu-  rapidity — but  not  in  a  product  of  this  description, 
facture  that,  by  a  law,  the  dead  are  obliged  to  be  j  He  believed  that,  in  tour  or  eight  years,  say  six 
buried  in  woollen,  and  the  first  law  oflBcer  of  the  I  years,  the  country  could  meet  the  demand,  and 
Crown  sits  on  a  woolsack  when  presiding  in  the  I  the  prohibition  might  be  total. 
House  of  Lords.  j      Mr.  Martindale  could  not  agree  with  gentle- 

In  France  the  same  policy  is  pursued.  Even  i  men  who  said  that  this  coarse  wool  did  not  come 
during  the  Revolution,  while  homes  and  sanctu-  in  competition  with  our  own.  If  it  was  now  used 
aries  were  pillaged,  and  all  rights  of  property  wan-  j  where  our  own  would  be  used  ;  if  this  were  ex- 
tonly  disregarded,  one  thing  was  guarded — it  was  |  eluded,  then,  to  its  whole  extent,  it  does  come  in 
the  national  flock  of  merino  sheep  at  Rambouillct ;    competition  with  ours. 

this  remained  unharmed  through  all  the  stormy  The  duty  now  proposed,  was  not  a  prohibition, 
succession  of  Governments  that  prevailed  in  that  The  article  would  still  be  imported,  though  in  less 
country.  Such  were  the  views  of  European  states-  quantity.  It  would  operate  moderately,  and  that 
men  on  this  matter.   But  can  we  raise  wool  enough    was  just  what  the  agriculturist  wanted.     It  was 
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10  him  we  ought  to  look,  throughout  the  whole  of 
this  bill ;  but  Ave  could  only  reach  him  through  the 
manufacturer.     Gentlemf  n  have  shown  great  anx- 
iety lest  the  duty  should   injure  the  poor.     Mr. 
M.  said  he  also  was  a  friend  and  an  advocate  of 
the  poor;  but  he  would  aid  them  by  giving  them 
employment;  if  the  duty  should,  for  a  time,  in- 
crease the  price  of  coarse  woollen  goods,  it  would, 
in  the  same  proportion,  increase  the  employment 
of  the  poor,  who  were  to  bujr  them.     But,  whose 
voice  is  it,  that  speaks  on  this  floor  for  the  poor  ? 
The  voice  of  the  capitalist,  who  owns  large  flocks 
and  large  factories.     He  fears  the  poor— the  poor 
farmer  and  the  poor  manufacturer  may  come  in 
competition  with    himself;  it  is   for  himself  he 
speaks.     Mr.  M.  considered  it  as  a  principle  of 
universal   truth  and  application,  that  where  the 
producing   power   exists,    protecting    duties  will 
cause  the  article  to  be  produced  cheaper  than  be- 
fore.    Gentlemen  who  advocate  the  amendment,  i 
seem  now  to  forget  the  policy  of  England,  which  ' 
is  to  break  down  our  manufactures  by  every  prac- 1 
ticable  means.     Will  she  regard  this  small  duty  ?  i 
No;  she  will  pour  in  her  manufactures  upon  us,  i 
so  long  as  she  can  sell  them  for  any  thing  more 
than  the  duty.     It  is  time  to  protect' our  farmers, 
that  they  may  begin  a  system  of  home  supply.    It  is 
at  the  beginning,  emphatically,  that  this  protection 
is  needed.     Gentlemen  say  we  must  not  tax  coarse 
wool  because  we  cannot  now  supply  the  demand  ; 
but  we  are  supplying  that  demand  with  a  substi- 
tute—we mix  cotton  in  the  woolleji  fabrics,  and 
this  is  a   benefit   to  all  our   Southern   country. 
Surely,  it  is  fair,  that  when  the  manufacturer  asks 
of  the  farmer  to  buy  hi.s  cloth,  the  farmer  should 
ask  in  return  that  the  manufacturer  will  take  his 
wool. 

Mr.  Ingham  observed,  that  some  allusion  had 
been  made  to  personal  interests  of  gentlemen  on 
the  subject  under  debate.  With  deference,  he 
must  deny  the  propriety  of  such  allusions.  AH  of 
the  members  have  an  interest,  direct  or  indirect, 
in  what  IS  done  here,  whether  they  be  merchants^ 
manufacturers,  or  agriculturists,  and  they  were  jus- 
tified m  prcsenling  to  the  consideration  of  the 
House  the  several  interests  which  will  be  affected 
by  Its  acts.  He  made  this  remark  as  a  general 
one,  and  not  because  he  thought  the  remark  of  the 
honorable  gentleman  fairly  applied  to  him,  when 
lie  said  that  there  was  a  combination  of  manufac- 
turers under  the  mask  of  wool  growers.  He  had 
little  or  no  interest  in  the  article  of  wool,  as  he 
owned  but  a  hundred  Merino  sheep,  which  he  kept 
more  for  amusement  than  profit.  He  thought  it 
the  interest  of  the  consumer  that  the  duty  should 
be  reduced.  The  only  effect  of  a  heavy  duty  on 
coarse  wool  would  be,  to  throw  all  who  are  now 
engaged  in  manufacturing  the  raw  material  into 

coarse  goods,entirely  out  of  employment,and  there 
were  not  less  than  ten  thousand  spindks  thus 
occupied?  Were  not  the  farmers  interested  in 
feeding  this  body  of  men  /  Where  manufactures 
flourish  the  farmers  flourish. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  said,  he  rose  merely  to  reply 
to  the  argument  of  the  gentleman  from' Pennsyl- 
vania, (Mr.  Ingham,)  in  hi<=  rejection  of  the  duty 


on  wool.  He  says,  that  this  inferior  wool  will 
not  be  raised  in  the  country  ;  and,  therefore,  it  is 
not  wise  to  prohibit  the  importation.  Now,  if  this 
is  a  good  argument,  why  not  apply  it  to  hemp  ? 
The  Navy  Commissionerscannot  use  the  American 
hemp,  because  it  is  bad;  and  then,  the  gentleman 
says,  lay  on  a  prohibitory  duty.  How  can  both 
these  arguments  stand  ?  He  now  says,  if  a  duty 
is  laid  on  coarse  wool,  a  different  article  must  be 
substituted.  Just  so  his  bill  will  operate  in  the 
article  of  linens — it  will  not  lower  the  price  of 
linens,  but  will  supply  their  place  by  cottons. 

Mr.  Ingham  replied— The  gentleman  agrees 
with  me  about  the  measure  proposed  :  is  it  not 
strange  that  he  should  take  this  occasion  to  find 
out  some  other  point  in  which  we  disagree  .?  He 
finds  that  some  argument  of  mine  is  at  war  with 
another  argument  brought  forward  on  this  side, 
(but  which  is  not  mine.)  He  then  assumes  thai 
1  used  it,  and  next  accuses  me  of  inconsistency.  1 
never  said  any  thing  alxjut  the  hemp  duty.  Ttie 
honorable  gentleman  seems  kindly  to  assume  opin- 
ions for  me. 

Mr.  Cobb  wished  that  the  question  on  the  two 
parts  of  the  amendment  might  be  divided. 

The  Chairman  pronounced  this  not  in  order. 

Mr.  Thacv  then  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment, by  sub-tiluting  eight  for  ten  cents,  as  the 
price  at  the  place  whence  imported. 

Mr.  McKiM  opposed  this  alteration. — He  said, 
that  no  wool  could  be  purchased  so  low  as  eight 
cents — and  he  read  a  statement  of  the  prices  at 
which  the  article  had  been  imported.  He  thought 
the  object  of  the  mover  could  only  be  to  defeat  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  Tracy  said,  if  no  wool  could  be  purchased 
as  low  as  eight  cents,  he  should  then  doubt  the  ex- 
pediency of  the  amendment  first  proposed— in  that 
case,  the  article  needed  no  exemption.  He  had 
certainly  been  told  by  manufacturers  that  they 
sometimes  bought  it  at  six  cents. 

Mr.  McKiM  explained. 

Mr.  McLane  believed  that  the  question  was  not 
understood.     If  the  bill  passes,  the  duty  on  the  raw 
material  will   countervail    the   duty   on   foreign 
goodsi-ihe  duty  will  come  on  the  consumer.    This 
article  of  coarse  wool  only  concerns  the  fabric  of 
negro   cloths.     That  cloth   is  now  made  out  of 
wool  that  costs  from  ten  to  twenty  cents  a  pound 
A  high  duty  will  oblige  the  American  manufac- 
turer to  substitute  a  finer  cloth  for  the  coarse  article 
and  then  the   foreigner  comes  in  and  supplants 
hitn.     It  IS  never  politic  to  tax  a  raw  material, 
unless  to  encourage  its  growth  at  home.     But  this 
kind  of  wool  is  not  produced  here— so  that  under 
pretence  of  encouraging  manufactures,  you  deprive 
the  manufacturer  of  the  very  material  on  which 
he  IS  to  work.     The  American  farmer  raises  wool 
from  a  mixed  breed  of  sheep,  and  the  very  coarsest 
of  It  costs  twenty  or  thirty  cents.     But  the  foreign 
IS  raised  by  the  wandering  shepherds  of  Buenos 
Ayres  and  the   boors  of  Sweden.     The  wool  is 
essentially  inferior.    There  are  other  kinds  of  wool 
'*'^7  amongst  us,  which  ought  to  be  protected— 
the  Merino,  the  common,  and  that  of  the  mixed 
breed.    He  would  put  one  fact  to  the  gentleman 
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from  New  York,  (Mr.  Tracy.)  It  has  been  stated 
that  this  coarse  wool  costs  at  the  outside  twenty 
cents.     There  is  no  wool  raised  here  at  less  than 


twenty-five,  and  the  most  of  it  at  forty  cents. 
From  whenceare  you  to  get  twomillionsof  pounds 
of  this  coarse  wool  ?  It  would  require  six  hundred 
thousand  sheep,  and  would  take  eight  or  nine 
years.  What  becomes  of  your  manufacturers  in 
the  meanwhile  ?  They  are  gone  :  and,  when  the 
wool  comes,  there  is  nobody  who  wants  it. 

Mr.  Hamilton  said  he  rose  to  make  a  single 
observation,  and  that  was,  to  comment  on  the 
singular  attitude  of  the  question  before  the  Com- 
mittee. A  question  which  had  changed  the  rela- 
tions of  confederates,  and  now  placed  in  array  a 
certain  classof  agriculturists  with  their  old  friends, 
the  manufacturers.  lu  the  progress  of  the  bill, 
there  had  been  certainly  all  sorts  of  arguments. 
Those  who  had  gone  into  the  bowels  of  the  earth, 
in  pursuit  of  a  metal  more  precious  than  gold — 
those  who  had  fought  valiantly  in  the  hempen- 
fields  of  the  West — and,  Mr.  H.  said,  he  did  not 
now  see,  according  to  the  principles  of  the  com- 
promise of  the  bill,  by  which  equivalents  in  differ- 
ent quarters  were  to  be  arranged  and  modified, 
why  the  Northern  and  ^Vestern  agriculturists 
were  not  also  entitled,  in  the  general  distribution 
of  the  booty,  to  their  goldm  JUecf.  It  was  cer- 
tainly amusing  to  perceive  how  readily,  when 
convenient,  the  arguments  of  those  opposed  to  the 
whole  monopoly  of  the  bill,  could  be  adopted  by 
the  gentlemen  advocating  the  interests  of  the 
manufacturer.  Even  the  gentleman  trom  Dela- 
ware, (Mr.  McLane,)  to  whom,  said  Mr.  H.,  I 
always  listen  with  instruction  and  pleasure,  had 
urged  in  favor  of  lowering  the  duty  on  raw  wool, 
those  very  reasons  which  might  be  advanced 
against  the  whole  policy  of  the  tariff.  But  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  .Manufactures,  had  employed, 
for  the  reduction  of  the  duty  on  wool,  tlie  very 
arguments  which  had  been  so  unavailingly  en- 
forced for  the  reduction  of  all  the  other  duties. 
And  now,  when  he  comes  out,  and  says  that  the 
very  duty  reported  by  himself  should  be  reduced, 
and  proposes  an  amendment  to  his  own  bill,  does 
he  not  urge  the  very  argument  which  he  has  pre- 
viously resisted  ?  This  gentleman  has,  through- 
out, gone  upon  this  principle:  that  domestic  pro- 
duction will  be  commensurate  with  foreign  prohi- 
bition, but,  as  the  manufacturers  want  wool  on 
the  cheapest  terms,  on  reflection,  this  principle 
will  not  apply  to  this  raw  material,  although  it 
does  to  iron  and  hemp.  Now,  said  Mr.  H.,  I 
wish  to  know  why  it  will  not  apply  to  wool. 
When  the  foreign  supply  is  cut  off,  will  not  those 
infinite  creations  of  domestic  production  take 
place,  which  the  gentlemen  have  predicted,  in  re- 
lation to  other  articles  ?  Mr.  H.  said  he  believed 
that  flocks  of  sheep  could  be  multiplied  with  the 
same  facility  as  iron  forges  and  hemp  factories, 
and  the  argument,  if  worth  any  thing,  applied  as 
well  to  the  former  as  the  latter.  Mr.  H.  said,  he 
confessed  that  he  had  no  interest  in  adjusting  the 
separate  claims  which  conflicting  monopolies 
mieht  put  in  ;  he  had  risen  to  point  out  an  incon- 


sistency in  the  arguments  of  the  friends  of  the 
bill,  for  he  might  say  that  in  voting  either  against 
or  in  favor  of  amending  the  section,  he  gave  his 
suffrage  without  bias;  for,  in  whatever  way  the 
duty  on  wool  was  modified,  it  would  be  unimpor- 
to  the  interest  of  those  he  represented  ;  for,  if  the 
duly  on  the  manufactured  fabric  was  retained,  the 
planters  of  the  South  would  make  their  own 
clothing  for  their  slaves,  for  the  manufacture  of 
which,  the  materials,  consisting  partly  of  wool 
and  partly  of  cotton,  were  to  be  found  in  abun- 
dance in  the  interior  economy  of  most  of  their 
plantations — a  necessity  to  which  grievous  duties 
would  unquestionably  drive  them.  Mr.  H.  said 
he  could  not  but  be  surprised  at  the  unlooked-for 
moderation  and  generosity  of  thu*  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Manufactures,  for  which,  he  said, 
he  had  no  doubt  that  gentleman  had  the  best 
reasons,although  he  chose  to  keep  them  to  himself. 

Mr.  Tod  observed,  in  reply,  that  he  began  again 
to  have  hopes  of  getting  the  support  of  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina,  for  the  whole  bill — for 
all  the  taxes  come  to,  is  this  :  that  we  will  make 
our  own  manufactures.  But  that  gentleman  is 
mistaken  if  he  supposes  that  the  same  arguments 
apply  to  wool  as  to  iron.  The  sheep  which  pro- 
duce this  wool  are  raised  in  a  country  that  is  al- 
ways warm,  and  they  have  a  quite  difi'erent  cover- 
ing from  sheep  which  live  in  a  Northern  country, 
or  any  country  where  the  heat  is  interrupted  by  a 
cool  season.  It  is  rather  hair  than  wool — and 
though  1  am  friendly  to  manufactures,  I  am  not 
such  a  friend  to  them  as  to  raise  them  in  spite  of 
nature  herself.  1  shall  not  attempt,  by  protecting 
duties,  to  produce  whale  oil  on  the  top  of  the 
Alleghany  mountains. 

The  question  being  taken,  Mr.  Tracy's  amend- 
ment was  not  agreed  to.  That  of  Mr.  Ton  was 
carried. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ton,  the  following  items 
were  also  stricken  out: 

"  On  scythes  25  cents  each." 

"On  gridirons  and  griddles,  20  cents  each." 

"  On  frying  pans,  25  cents  each,"  and  insert  in 
lieu  thereof  "4  cents  per  pound." 

To  the  article  laying  a  duty  of  25  cents  per 
gallon  on  linseed  and  hemp  seed  oil,  was  added 
the  words  "  rape  seed  "  (oil,) 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  the  House  ad- 
journed. 


Friday,  March  5. 

The  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to  which 
is  committed  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  confirming  the  claims  of  the  heirs  of 
Nicholas  Baudin,  and  the  heirs  of  Joseph  Chas- 
tang  to  certain  tracts  of  land,"  were  discharged 
from  the  consideration  of  the  same,  and  it  was  re- 
committed to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 
Claims. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  on  the 
bill  for  amending  the  several  acts  laying  duties  on 
imports. 
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Mr.  Tod  moved  to  ameod  the  fifth  section  of 
the  bill  by  adding  to  that  article  which  lays  a 
duty  on  window  glass,  of  several  different  sizes, 
the  following  proviso,  (to  prevent  the  law's  being 
evaded,)  viz:  "provided  that  all  window  glass 
imported  in  plates  uncut  be  included  in  the  above 
duty." 

Mr.  Tod  moved  to  add  to  the  clause  which  lays 
a  duty  "on  iron,  in  bars  or  bolts,  not  manufac- 
tured, in  whole  or  in  part,  by  rolling,  !$1  12  per 
hundred  weight,"  the  following  words,  (for  the 
same  purpose,  of  preventing  the  duty  from  being 
evaded,)  "  on  ploughs  or  share  moulds  a  duty  of 
one  cent  and  a  half  per  lb." 

On  this  motion  some  conversation  took  place 
between  Messrs.  Cambrelkng,  Brown,  Sanford, 
Udree,  and  Cobb. 

The  amendment  was  rejected — ayes  59,  noes  63. 

Mr.  Tod  then  moved  to  add  to  the  clause  con- 
taining a  duty  on  Brussels,  Venetian,  Turkey,  and 
Wilton  carpets  and  carpeting,  the  words  "on  all 
ingrain  carpets  and  carpeting  25  cents  per  square 
yard  ;"  which  motion  was  carried. 

Mr.  Tod  then  moved  to  add  to  the  clause  lay- 
ing duties  on  nail  rods,  sheet  iron,  and  iron  slit 
and  rolled,  the  following  words,  "on  pig  iron  75 
cents  per  cwt."  On  this  motion  a  prolonged  and 
desultory  debate  arose,  which  continued  until  past 
four  o'clock. 

The  speakers  in  favor  of  the  motion  were 
Messrs.  ToD,  Brown,  Stewart,  Udree,  For- 
ward, and  Garrison. 

Those  in  opposition  to  the  duty  were  Messrs. 
Ca.mbreleng,  Reed,  Mercer,  Fuller,  Poin- 
sett, Sterling,  Crowninshield,  Floyd,  and 
Foot,  of  Connecticut. 

It  was  advocated,  first,  on  the  general  principles 
of  the  bill,  that  our  own  manufacturers  should, 
wherever  it  was  practicable,  be  encouraged  in 
preference  to  those  of  foreign  countries,  in  order 
to  promote  internal  trade,  and  the  independence 
of  the  country,  and  to  provide  a  resource  in  case 
of  war.  The  article  of  iron  is  abundant,  being 
found  in  almost  all  the  States  of  the  Union;  its 
quality  is  equal  to  that  of  any  in  the  world  ;  pig 

iron  is  its  very  rudest  form  of  manufacture it 

employs  labor  that  would  otherwise  remain  idle; 
a  duty  has  already  been  laid  on  bar  iron,  which 
will  lead  to  the  importation  of  p{^,  unlets  that  im- 
portation is  met  by  a  duty  on  pig  also  ;  none  was 
imported  previous  to  1818;  in  that  year  one  hun- 
dred tons  were  imported,  and  the  importation  has 
already  reached  thirty-one  hundred  tons  a  year. 
This  goes  to  keep  the  native  riches  of  the  country 
buried  in  the  earth,  while  foreign  products  and 
industry  are  promoted.  This  is  an  article  that,  of 
all  others,  should  be  encouraged,  because  it  con- 
verts that  which  is  worthless,  (and  worse,)  into 
an  article  of  great  value,  of  general  utility,  and  of 
indispensable  necessity.  No  country  that  produces 
iron  encourages,  but,  on  the  contrary,  prohibits, 
th«  importation  of  the  raw  material ;  and  pig  iron 
is  little  else. 

It  was  opposed  on  the  general  ground  that,  in- 
stead of  benefiting  manufactures,  this  duty  went 
to  injure  them.     Pig  iron  is  not  imported  in  any 


very  large  quantity,  and  that  which  is  imported  it 
not  brought  from  abroad  on  account  of  a  lower 
price,  but  of  a  peculiar  quality.  It  is  the  Scottish 
grey  iron,  which  has  a  degree  of  fineness  and 
solidity  which  renders  it  peculiarly  fit  for  small 
castings  used  in  machinery.     It  must  be  mixed 

with  our  own  iron  for  certain  kinds  of  work we 

have  no  substitute  for  it,  and  the  duty  is  only  so 
much  laid  on  the  manufacturer;  so  that  this  i.s, 
in  truth,  a  strife  between  manufacturer  and  man- 
ufacturer, and  not  a  question  whether  the  general 
interests   of  manufactures  are   to   be   promoted. 
The  present  duty  is  sufficiently  heavy  ;  and  the 
fact  that  Scottish   pig  continues  to  be  imported 
under  that  duty,  shows  that  the  article  is  needed. 
For  a  species  of  iron  analogous  to  this,  the  manu- 
facturers of  Massachusetts  send   all  the  way  to 
New  Jersey,  and  bring  the  raw  ore  400  miles  by 
water  and  40  by  land.     It  is  not  correct  that  Eng- 
land prohibits  the  importation  of  the  raw  mate- 
rial.    She  lays  on  it  a  tax  of  no  more  than  four- 
teen shillings  and  eight  pence  >ttTling  a  ton,  and 
great  quantities  are  still  imported  into  that  coun- 
try from  Sweden  and  Russia,  although  the  appli- 
cation of  coal  to  smelting  the  ore  has  led  to  a  vast 
production  of  English   iron.     This  duly  is   not 
needed  by  the  makers  of  pig  iron;  they  are  al- 
ready growing  rich,  while  the  manufacturers  of 
bar  and  bloom  iron  are  growing  poor — the  duty 
will  go   to  increase  the  profits  of  those  already 
thriving,  and  to  add  to  the  burden  of  those  who 
are  about  to  sink  ;  as  the  makers  of  pig  iron  have 
already  a  duty  which  gives  them  the  market,  all 
the  duty  now  added  will  only  be  so  much  added 
to  the  price  paid  by  the  consumer.     The  argu- 
ment urged  by  the  friends  of  the  bill,  in  favor  of 
admitting  South  American  and  Smyrna  wool,  will 
apply  equally  to  admitting  Scottish  grey  pig  iron. 
Both   are  articles  which  cannot  be  raised  in  this 
country,  and   yet  are  essential    to  very  valuable 
branches  of  its  manufactures;  and   every  argu- 
ment against   the  one,   goes  equally  against  the 

other.     The  New  Jersey  pig  iron  is  no  substitute 

Heaven  defend  the  merchants  who  have  had  one 

consignment  of  it  from  ever  receiving  another 

especially  if  they  have  the  Scotch  pig  at  the  same 
time  for  sale.  If  you  prevent  the  importation  of 
the  Scotch  metal  in  pigs,  you  will  only  have  it 
imported  in  a  manufactured  form,  which  would 
be  worse,  on  the  principles  of  those  who  would 
lay  this  duty.  Surely,  if  the  manufacturers  of 
Massachusetts  can  afford  to  go  400  miles  for  the 
raw  ore  from  New  Jersey,  and  make  it  into  pig 
iron  at  their  own  furnaces,  the  manufacturers  ol 
New  Jersey  cannot  need  the  duty  now  proposed, 
who  have  the  ore  at  their  door.  The  foreign  pig 
iron  is  used  in  our  foundries  of  cannon. 

It  was  rejoined,  that  the  quality  of  the  Scotch 
pig  iron  did  not  depend  on  any  thing  peculiar  in 
the  ore,  but  in  the  manner  of  preparing  it ;  and 
that  the  iron  of  this  country  could  he  so  mixed  as 
to  be  made  either  into  what  is  called  grey  iron,  or 
white,  at  the  will  of  the  ironmaster,  (and  details 
of  the  process  were  given.)  There  was  a  differ- 
ence between  rock  ore  and  bog  ore  ;  the  latter 
was  of  a  finer  texture,  shrank  in  cooling,  and 
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made  a  firm  and  brittle  metal,  fit  for  machinery; 
the  former  swelled  in  cooling,  was  of  a  coarser 
and  tougher  texture,  and  was  tit  for  bar  iron  ;  one 
is  called  red  shear,  the  other  cold  shear. 

The  argument  that  this  article  was  needed  be- 
cause it  was  imported,  if  urged  against  a  farther 
duty,  applied  equally  to  every  farther  duly,  and 
superseded  not  only  the  whole  bill,  but  all  revisions 
of  the  tariff  at  any  future  time.  By  proving  too 
much,  it  proved  nothing.  Its  importation  inter- 
fered, to  the  whole  extent,  with  our  own  native 
products  and  home  industry.  Admitting  the  duty 
in  England,  on  pig  iron  imported  there,  to  be  only 
14«.  6</.,  when  compared  with  the  price  of  the  arti- 
cle in  England,  it  was,  if  not  absolutely  prohibi- 
tory, at  least  very  nearly  so.  The  quantity  of  iron 
that  swelled  the  amount  imported  into  England, 
from  Russia  and  Sweden,  was  chiefly  bar  iron. 
The  foreign  pig  iron  cannot  be  needful  in  making 
cannon.  During  the  war  we  got  none  of  it.  The 
metal,  both  of  the  cannon  and  men  employed  in 
that  contest,  was  genuine  American.  So  far  is  it 
from  being  necessary  for  cannon,  that  even  gun- 
locks  and  musket-barrels  are  made  of  our  own 
iron. 

Many  statistical  details  were  given  in  the  course 
of  the  debate.     The  policy  of  England  was  dis-  ! 
cussed,  and   quoted   as  an  example,  especially  in  i 
the  present  bill,  the  whole  protecting  policy  of' 
which  was  insisted  on  as  being  borrowed  trom 
Great  Britain. 

Much  occasional  pleasantry  ar»se,  and  agreea- 
bly relieved  the  dryness  of  the  debate.  Mr.  Ton 
compared  himself  to  the  man  represented  in  the 
title-page  of  the  Almanac,  stuck  through  on  every 
side,  and  in  every  part  of  his  body  ;  and,  in  reply  to 
an  intimation  that,  as  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee he  ought  to  have  been  acquainted  with  certain 
facts  of  a  statistical  and  geographical  kind,  with 
which  he  did  not  seem  familiar,  replied,  that  to 
fight  an  enemy,  and  beat  them  too,  it  was  not 
needful  to  know  all  the  names  of  his  captains  and 
colonels,  and  of  the  rank  and  file  that  made  up 
his  army. 

The  question  being  put  on  Mr.  Tod's  amend- 
ment, laying  a  duty  on  pig  iron,  it  was  decided 
in  the  negative — ayes  79,  noes  111. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tod,  the  duty  of  twenty-five 
per  cent,  ad  valorem,  "on  printing  types,"  was 
stricken  out. 

He  further  proposed  a  duty  of  thirty  per  cent, 
ad  valorem  "on  oil  cloth  carpeting,  and  oil  cloth 
of  every  description,"  but,  on  an  intimation  from 
Mr.  Cambreleng,  that  a  specific  duty  would  be 
preferred  by  the  manufacturers,  agreed  to  with- 
draw his  motion  for  the  present. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  the  House  ad- 
journed. 


SATURnAY,  March  6. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  which  was  referred,  on  the  19th  of 
January  last,  a  memorial  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  reported  a  bill  granting 
a  tract  of  land  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  parish  of 


Point  Coupee,  on  certain  conditions  ;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
were  referred,  on  the  5th  and  12th  of  January  last, 
memorials  of  inhabitants  of  the  Slate  of  Missouri, 
reported  a  bill  to  establish  an  additional  land  of- 
fice in  the  State  of  Missouri ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Hamilton,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  to  which  the  subject  was  referred, 
reported  a  bill  to  allow  further  time  to  complete 
the  issuing  and  locating  of  military  land  war- 
rants ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  cor#raitted  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, to  which  the  subject  was  referred,  reported 
a  bill  to  provide  for  sick  and  disabled  seamen  ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  appointed  on  the 
3d  instant,  on  a  memorial  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  grants,  by  that  State,  of  lands  in  Tennes- 
see, to  which  was  referred,  on  the  same  day,  the 
resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State 
of  Tennessee,  on  the  same  subject,  presented  on 
the  26th  January  last,  be  discharged  from  the  con- 
sideration of  the  said  resolutions,  and  that  they  be 
laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Owen,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  making  an  appropriation  to  re- 
fund George  Fisher  a  sum  of  money  improperly 
paid  by  him  to  the  receiver  of  public  moneys  at 
St.  Stephen's. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  slate  of  the  Union.  The 
Tariff  Bill,  being  the  unfinished  business  of  yes- 
terday, was  again  taken  up  for  consideration. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ton,  the  bill  was  amended 
by  inserting  a  new  line,  laying  a  duty  of  thirty 
per  cent.,  ad  valorem,  upon  "oil  cloths  and  oil 
cloth  carpeting."  On  his  motion,  also,  the  bill 
was  amended  by  striking  out  the  line  imposing 
a  duty  of  "  ten  cents  per  pound  on  Prussian  blue." 
On  his  motion,  the  bill  was  further  amended  by 
raising  the  proposed  duty  "  on  currants  and  figs" 
from  three  cents  to  four  cents  per  pound. 

Mr.  Breck  then  moved  to  amend  the  following 
clause:  "On  all  manufactures,  not  herein  speci- 
fied, of  cotion,  silk,  flax,  or  hemp,  or  of  which 
either  of  these  materials  shall  be  a  component 
part,  a  duty  of  twenty-five  per  centum,  ad  valo- 
rem," by  striking  out  therefrom  the  word  "silk." 

Mr.  Breck  supported  his  motion  by  a  few  re- 
marks, to  show  that  we  could  not,  at  present,  hope 
to  do  much  in  the  raising  of  silkworms  and  man- 
ufacture of  silk,  and  that,  therefore,  being"  an 
article  very  much  wanted  in  the  country,  and 
which  we  cannot  produce,  this  duty  ought  not  to 
be  levied  upon  it. 

Messrs.  Cambreleng,  Livingston,  and  Reco, 
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of  Massachusetts,  also  supported  the  proposed 
amendment,  and  Messrs.  Tod,  Wright,  Sand- 
roRD,  and  Trimble  opposed  it.  On  the  question 
being  taken,  the  amendment  was  rejected,  without 
division. 

Mr.  McKiM  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
striking  out  the  following  line:  "on  tallow,  four 
cents  per  pound."  At  the  request  of  Mr.  Baylies, 
however,  the  motion  was  withdrawn  until  further 
information  on  the  subject  should  be  laid  before 
the  House. 

Mr.  Forsyth  moved  to  insert  a  new  line  in  the 
bill  to  levy  a  duty  of  "thirty  per  cent.,  ad  valo- 
rem, on  millstones,  and  all  articles  used  m  the 
manufactufp  of  millstones.''  This  amendment 
was  advocated  by  Messrs.  Mercer  and  Mallary, 
and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Tod  and  McKim;  and  it 
was  then  rejected. 

Mr.  Baylies  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
raising  the  proposed  duty  on  "  Epsom  salts,"  from 
three  to  four  cents  per  pound.  Messrs.  Baylies 
and  Tod  spoke  in  favor  of  it. 

Mr.  Reed,  of  Massachusetts,  expressed  his  wish 
that  the  amendment  might  prevail.  He  observed 
that  considerable  quantities  of  Epsom  salts  were 
now  manufactured  in  his  vicinity — that  it  could 
be  manufactured  to  any  extent  on  the  whole  sea- 
coast,  and  wherever  there  is  salt  springs — that  the 
price  would,  without  doubt,  be  reduced.  He  fur- 
ther stated  that  the  duty  on  Glauber  salts  was  of 
little  consequence,  because,  that,  owing  to  the 
manufacture  of  that  article  in  his  vicinity,  the 
price  had  been  reduced  to  less  than  one-third  of 
the  price  formerly  paid.  He  had  no  doubt  that  a 
great  abundance  of  the  article  in  question  would 
be  naanufaciured,  and  the  price  would  be  reduced. 
He  judged,  from  what  had  been  done  by  the  man- 
ufacturers of  Glauber-^alts,  who  would  now  man- 
ufacture Epsom  salts  also  in  the  same  manufacto- 
ries; that  we  could  suffer  no  inconvenience  from 
increasing  the  duty  from  three  to  four  cents  per 
pound. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Forsyth  then  moved  that  all  the  third 
section  of  the  bill  be  stricken  out— it  is  as  follows : 
'•From  and  after  the  thirtieth  day  of  June,  1824. 
to  the  duties  on  all  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dise, herein  before  mentioned,  or  any  other,  there 
shall  be  added,  and  shall  be  collected  and  paid,  the 
full  amount  of  such  bounty  or  premium,  or  allow- 
ance in  nature  thereof,  asj  on  the  exportation  of 
similar  articles,  may  be  given,  paid,  or  allowed, 
in  the  country  or  place  from  which  the  same  shall 
be  exported,  or  in  the  country  or  place  wherein 
the  same  shall  be  produced  or  manufactured; 
■which  shall  be  calculated  and  ascertained,  under 
such  rules  and  regulations  as  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  shall,  from  time  to  time,  tix  and  nre- 
scribe."  '^ 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  considerable  discussion, 
in  the  course  ot  which  Me^srs.  Forsyth  Foot 
of  Connecticut.  Webster,  P.  P.  Barbol'r,  and 
Mercer,  spoke  m  lavor  of  striking  out  the  sec- 
tion, principally  on  the  ground  that  the  addition 
of  the  bounty  allowed  in  the  foreign  country  to 
the  duties  levied  on  the  imported  article,  is' an 


infringement  of  that  part  of  our  Treaty  with 
Great  Britain  which  provides  that  no  higher  duty 
shall  be  laid  on  goods,  imported  from  that  coun- 
try, than  on  the  same  articles  from  any  other 
country.  The  motion  to  strike  out  the  section 
was  opposed  by  Mr.  Tod,  and,  without  taking 
the  question — 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Storrs,  the  Committee  rose. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Baylies,  the  memorials  of 
sundry  inhabitants  of  Kentucky  and  New  Bed- 
lord,  in  Massachusetts,  praying  for  an  increase 
of  duty  on  imported  tallow,  were  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Webster,  the  memorials  of 
the  tallow  chandlers  and  soap  boilers  of  Boston, 
remonstrating  against  an  increa.se  of  the  duty  on 
imported  tallow,  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  House  then  adjourned  till  Monday  next. 


Monday,  March  8. 
Mr.  Burleigh  presented  a  memorial  of  sundry 
merciiants  of  the  district  of  Kennebunk,  in  the 
State  of  Maine,  praying  to  be  paid  for  losses  sus- 
tained by  spoliations  upon  their  lawful  commerce 
by  French  cruisers,  between  the  years  1793  and 
1800;  their  claims  on  France  having  been  relin- 
quished by  the  Convention  of  1800;  or  that  their 
rights  and  remedies  against  France  may  be  re- 
stored to  them. — Referred. 

Mr.  Breck  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Society  for  promoting  the  abolition  of 
slavery,  tor  the  relief  of  free  negroes  unlawfully 
held  in  bondage,  and  for  improving  the  condition 
of  the  African  race,  praying  Congress  to  adopt 
measures  for  the  total  abolition  of  slavery  within 
the  District  of  Columbia — Referred. 

Mr.  Kent  presented  a  remonstrance  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Washington,  against 
the  alterations  in  the  lorm  of  government  of  the 
District  of  Columbia,  as  proposed  by  the  bill  now 
pending  in  this  House,  to  provide  for  the  govern- 
ment of  said  District. 

Mr.  Mercer  presented  a  similar  remonstrance 
from  inhabitants  of  the  town  and  county  of  Al- 
exandria. 

Mr.  Ke.nt  also  presented  resolutions  adopted  by 
the  magistrates,  sitting  as  a  Levy  Court,  for  the 
county  of  Alexandria,  in  said  Di>trict,  disappro- 
batory of  the  change  proposed  to  be  made  in  the 
government  of  said  District. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  remonstrances  be  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to 
which  the  said  bill  is  committed. 

Mr.  Call  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabi- 
tants of  East  Florida,  praying  that  a  tribunal 
may  be  established  by  Congress  to  determine  the 
right  to  certain  negroes  claimed  by  Indians; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs. 

Mr.  Van  Rensselaer  presented  a  petition  of 
Charles  Augustus  Dale,  in  behalf  the  heirs  of 
Robert  Fulton,  deceased,  stating  that  a  decision, 
given  at  the  term  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States,  now  silting  in  tht-  city  of  Wash- 
ington, has  entirely  destroyed   all   the  right  of 
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property  which  the  heirs  and   representatives  of 
the  said  Fulton  pos.sessed  in  the  invention  and 
application  of  the  power  of  steam  to  propel  boats 
or  vessels;  that  his  heirs  are  now  de:>ii(ute  of  the 
means  of  support ;  and  praying  such  relief  in  the 
premises  as  to  Congress  may  seem  equitable  and  I 
just ;  which  petition  was  relerred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means.  j 
Mr.  Mc  Lane,  of  Delaware,  from  the  Committee  i 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  lor  the  relief 
of  George   Fisher;  which   was  read   twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Livingston,  from  the  select  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  petition  of  sundry  aliens,  (by  leave- 
of  the  House,)  reported,  in  part,  a  bill  respecting 
aliens;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Hamilton,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  who  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  authorizing  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  direct  sales  to  be  made,  from 
time  to  time,  of  such  arms,  ammunition,  and  mil- 
itary stores,  as  are  not  wanted,  or  are  undt  for 
public  service,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a 
bill,  to  authorize  the  sale  of  unserviceable  ord- 
nance, arms,  and  military  stores;  which  bill  was 
read  twice,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  communica- 
ting the  information  required  by  a  resolution  of 
this  House,  of  the  12ih  ultimo,in  relation  to  lands 
purchased  on  behalf  of  the  United  States;  which 
report  was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  amending  an  act,  entitled  "An 
act  to  provide  for  the  prompt  settlement  of  public 
accounts,"  approved  the  3d  of  March.  1817,  so  as 
to  reduce  the  number  of  auditors,  or  accounting 
officers  of  the  Government. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  prohibiting,  by  law,  the  employ- 
ment of  any  per^on,  except  a  citizen  of  the  United 
State>,  in  any  of  the  Departments  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

On  motion  of  Mr  Burton,  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  erecting  a  buoy  at  the  mouth  of  Scup- 
pernong  river,  in  Albemarle  Sound  ;  and,  also, 
a  floating  light  on  the  long  shoal  in  Pamptico 
Sound. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tracy,  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  what  further  legislative  provis- 
ions are  fit  and  necessary  to  carry  into  effect  the 
provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  March 
3,  1817,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  the  act  au- 
thorizing the  payment  for  property  lost,  captured, 
or  destroyed,  while  in  the  military  service  of  the 
United  Statts,  and  for  other  purposes,"  passed  the 
*.»th  of  April,  1816,  and  that  said  committee  have 
leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise.  Mr.  Tracy, 
Mr.  Hayden,  .Mr.  Marvin,  Mr.  Livingston,  Mr. 
Dwight,  Mr.  Neale,  and  Mr.  Letcher,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 
Oq   motion  of  Mr.  Moohb,  of  Alabama,  the 


Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  an  ap- 
propriation adequate  to  the  repair  of  the  post  road 
leading  from  Nashville  to  New  Orleans,  usually 
called  "  the  Military  Road." 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  representing  the  necessity  of  an 
act  of  Congress  to  legalize  the  acts  of  James 
Miller,  as  Governor  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas, 
from  the  3d  of  March,  1822,  to  3d  January,  1823, 
he  having,  through  a  naistake,  acted,  during  that 
time,  without  a  re-nomination  by  the  President, 
and  re-appointment  by  the  Senate,  (which  was 
remedied  as  soon  as  discovered.)  Referred  to 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  following  bills  were  received  from  the 
Senate,  and  referred  :  "An  act  to  change  the  terms 
of  the  district  court  of  the  United  States  for  the 
Kentucky  district ;  "  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
legal  representatives  of  Andrew  Mitchell,  de- 
ceased ;"  "  An  act  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  '  an 
act  for  the  establishment  of  a  turnpike  company 
in  the  county  of  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of 
Columbia;"  "An  act  authorizing  the  register  of 
the  land  office  for  the  western  district  of  Louisi- 
ana to  report  upon  certain  land  claims  within  the 
said  district;"  "An  act  to  enable  the  holders  of 
French,  British,  and  Spanish  titles  to  lands  with- 
tn  that  part  of  the  State  of  Louisiana  situate  to 
the  east  of  the  Mississippi  river  and  island  of  New 
Orleans,  which  have  not  been  recognised  by  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  to  institute 
proceedings  to  try  the  validity  thereof." 


THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  amend  the 
several  acts  laying  duties  on  imports. 

And  the  question  being  on  the  resolution  sub- 
mitted on  Saturday,  by  Mr.  Forsyth,  to  strike 
out  the  third  section  of  the  bill,  which  is  in  the 
following  words: 

"  That  from  and  after  the  thirtieth  day  of  June,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-four,  to  the  duties 
on  all  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  hereinbefore 
mentioned,  or  any  other,  there  shall  be  added,  and 
shall  be  collected  and  paid,  the  full  amount  of  such 
bounty  or  premium,  or  allowance  in  nature  thereof, 
as,  on  the  exportation  of  similar  articles  may  be  given, 
paid,  or  allowed,  in  the  country  or  place  from  which 
the  same  shall  be  exported,  or  in  the  country  or  place 
wherein  the  same  shall  be  produced  or  manufactured  ; 
which  shall  be  calculated  and  ascertained  under  sucli 
rules  and  regulations  a^  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
shall,  from  time  to  time,  fix  and  prescribe." 

The  debate  of  Saturday  was  renewed,  and  con- 
tinued till  past  4  o'clock. 

The  motion  wa*  advocated  by  Messrs.  For- 
syth, Ra.ndolph,  p.  P.Barbour,  Fuller,  Bart- 
LETT,  Ross,  Mercer,  Livehmore,  Cambreleng, 
Stevenson,  and  Foot  of  Connecticut;  and  op- 
postd  by  Messrs.  Clay,  Stewart,  and  Too— the 
latter  two  of  whom  offered  amendments,  which 
were  not  agreed  to,  and  the  clause  was  finally 
stricken  out. 

The  ground  taken  by  those  who  spoke  in  favor 
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of  striking  out  this  section  of  the  bill  was,  that  its 
operation  will  be  a  direct  infringement  of  our 
treaty  with  Great  Britain  of  1815.  That  treaty 
expressly  provides  that  articles  imported  into  this 
country  from  Britain  5«hall  be  charged  with  no 
more  duty  than  those  coming  from  other  coun- 
tries. But  as  England  grants  to  her  exporters  a 
bounty  on  certain  articles  on  which  other  coun- 
tries grant  none,  and  this  section  proposes  to  in- 
crease in  all  cases  our  duty,  by  the  amount  of  the 
bounty  granted  in  the  country  from  whence  the 
goods  are  imported,  its  operation  will,  in  fact,  be 
to  charge  such  English  goods  with  a  higher  duty 
than  articles  of  the  same  kind  brought  Irom  else 
where  ;  and  it  will  therefore  break  the  treaty,  and 
compromit  the  faith  and  honor  of  the  nation. 

To  this  it  was  replied,  that  the  principle  of  this 
section  being,  like  that  of  the  rest  of  the  bill,  to 
protect  the  domestic  industry  of  this  country,  by 
preventing  the  foreign  article  to  be  brought  into 
the  market  at  such  a  price  as  to  destroy  our  own 
manufacturer,  that  object  could  never  be  attained, 
and  the  whole  bill  must  be  rendered  nugatory,  if 
a  bounty  granted  by  a  foreign  nation  on  the  ex- 
portation o(  Its  commodities  might  not  be  met  by 
an  equivalent  duty  here.  It  was  well  known  that 
England  grants  bounties  for  the  express  purpose 
of  forcing  her  goods  into  foreign  markets;  and  if 
the  objection  to  this  section  of  the  bill  is  held 
valid,  she  will  still  be  enabled  to  do  so  with 
respect  to  this  country. 

But  it  is  not  valid.  In  that  article  of  the  treaty 
which  this  section  of  the  bill  is  said  to  violate, 
two  objects  were  intended.  The  first  was  to  se- 
cure a  perfect  reciprocity  between  the  two  nations, 
with  respect  to  their  navigation.  Preferences  had 
previously  been  given,  both  by  France  and  Eng- 
land, which  threatened  altogether  to  deprive  Ame- 
rica of  the  carrying  trade  ;  which  course  of  things 
led  to  the  adoption  of  what  has  been  called  the 
American  policy  on  this  subject— a  policy  which 
has  proved  completely  triumphant.and  has  brought 
both  England  and  France  to  terms.  But  this  sec- 
tion of  the  bill  leaves  this  reciprocity  untouched, 
for  no  difference  is  made  in  our  duties,  whether 
merchandise  is  imported  in  British  or  in  American 
bottoms. 

The  second  object  aimed  at,  in  the  article  of 
the  treaty  alluded  to.  was  to  secure  to  British 
goods  an  entrance  into  our  country  on  as  good 
terms  as  those  of  any  other  nation  ;  nor  does  this 
section  make  any  discrimination  to  their  preju- 
dice; its  provisions  are  general,  no  more  directed 
against  the  goods  of  one  country  than  another. 
It  adds  the  amount  of  all  foreign  bounties  to  the 
duty  on  those  goods  on  which  the  bounty  is  grant- 
ed ;  and  if,  in  consequence  of  this  general  meas- 
ure of  self-defence,  British  goods  have  more  duty 
to  pay  than  French,  it  is  not  the  result  of  our  le- 
gislation, but  of  hfT  (/«•/»,  and  when  two  parties 
make  a  contract,  no  act  of  one  of  them  is,  of 
itself,  to  constitute  a  violation  of  the  contract  by 
the  other  party. 

To  this.  It  was  rejoined,  that  the  increase  of 
duty  in  that  case  was  to  be  attributed  to  our  act 
of  legislation,  and   not  to  that  of  England,  for  it 


was  our  act  that  added  the  amount  of  her  bounty 
to  our  duty,  and  thereby  caused  her  goods  to  pay 
more  than  those  of  her  neighbor,  a  thing  we  ex- 
pres^sly  promised  by  the  treaty  not  to  do.  Britain 
has  a  right  to  grant  what  bounties  she  will.  Thai 
IS  her  own  atlair;  a  part  of  lier  municipal  regula- 
tions; a  thing  between  her  people  and  her  Gov- 
ernment. It  was  we  who  now  interfere,  and  make 
her  municipal  regulations  a  part  of  our  law,  and 
found  duties  on  them,  contrary  to  the  treaty. 

As  lo  the  policy  of  meeting  her  bounties  by 
countervailing  duties,  it  is  a  question  from  which 
we  are  precluded,  because  we  have  already  bound 
ourselves  not  to  tax  her  goods  more  than  those  of 
others,  who  grant  no  bounties.  This  may  be  in- 
convenient, it  may  have  been  rmpolitic;  we  have 
done  so,  and  we  imist  abide  by  our  agreement. 

A  case  was  put,  on  the  one  side,  suppose  Britain, 
when  this  law  passes,  makes  a  certain  article  on 
which  she  grants  no  bounty,  and  we  receive  that 
article  at  a  certain  duty,  the  same  as  is  paid  by  a 
French  article  of  the  same  kind — here  she  is  on  an 
equal  footing  with  France.  She  afterwards  grants 
a  bounty,  which  raises  her  duty  in  our  ports.  Is 
that  increase  to  be  charged  to  us  1  Is  it  any  tiimg 
but  her  own  act?  Can  her  subsequent  act  con- 
strue our  act  into  an  offence  ?  It  was  answered, 
yes,  because  our  act  anticipated  such  a  case,  and 
had  a  prospective  reference  to  it,  and  is  therefore 
as  much  chargeable  on  us  as  if  it  had  been  done 
after  and  not  before  the  case  occurred.  It  was 
said  further,  that,  if  this  act  placed  England,  with 
respect  to  any  bountied  article,  on  less  favorable 
terms  than  France,  her  remedy  was  either  to  re- 
peal her  bounty,  or  to  apply  to  France  to  lay  one; 
our  law  had  impartial  respect  to  both. 

It  was  replied  that  these  bounties  were  usually 
granted  to  make  up  for  some  di>advantage,  real  or 
supposed,  between  the  country  which  granted  them 
and  other  countries.  The  bounty,  therefore,  only 
placed  the  two  countries  on  a  level  as  they  came 
lo  our  ports;  and  if  we  charged  one  more  than 
the  other,  we  created  an  inequality  that  we  did  not 
find  ;  and  we  did  that  very  thing  which,  by  the 
treaty,  we  had  engaged  not  to  do. 

It  was  again  argued,  that,  to  forbid  these  coun- 
tervailing duties,  was  against  the  equity  of  the 
treaty.  Every  agreement  ought  to  bind  both  par- 
ties ;  but  granting  bounties  was  an  act  of  one  party 
only,  and  an  act  by  which  she  could,  at  pleasure, 
affect  the  interest  of  the  other  party,  under  the 
treaty.  It  was  answered,  that  the  granting  of 
bounties  was  an  independent  right,  that  existed 
anterior  to  the  treaty,  and  was  recognised  by  the 
treaty — it  existed  in  both  parties — it  was  no  novelty 
in  England,  having  been  practised  for  a  century, 
and  before  our  manufacture:*  had  an  existence;  it 
was  not  granted  to  the  manufacturer  but  to  the 
exporting  merchant,  to  encourage  the  commerce 
and  extend  the  navigation  of  England,  and  not  to 
destroy  our  manufacturers.  It  was  rejoined  that 
the  quo  animu  with  which  it  might  have  been  done, 
was  of  no  consequence — its  actual  operation  was 
to  destroy  them.  The  object  of  the  treaty,  it  was 
urged,  was  to  do  no  more  than  put  Britain  on  an 
equality  with  other  nations  in  the  admission  of  her 
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goods  to  this  country — but  the  striking  out  of  this 
section  would  go  farther  than  this,  and  put  her  on 
a  better  footing  than  other  countries  which  gave 
DO  bounty. 

It  was  answered  that  the  advantage  was  not  de- 
rived from  us,  but  from  causes  unconnected  with 
our  system  of  duties.  That  we  could  not  equalize 
nations,  except  in  the  duties  they  paid  us,  and  this 
we  had  expressly  bound  ourselves  to  do  towards 
Britain,  and  we  must  keep  our  word. 

The  amendment  offered  to  the  section  went  to 
give  it  a  prospective  operation  ;  but  this  was  op- 
posed, on  the  ground  first  taken,  that,  whether  pro- 
spective or  not,  it  would  be  e<jually  our  act,  and 
equally  a  violation  of  the  treaty ;  the  words  of 
which  expressly  referred  to  acts  which  should  be 

Eassed  in  future,  as  well  as  those  which  should  then 
e  in  existence.  There  were  only  six  bounties  now 
left  in  England,  most  of  the  others  having  taken 
the  form  of  drawback.  These  were  granted  on 
beer,  cordage,  sailcloth,  plate,  silk,  and  sugar,  and 
their  object  was  to  repay  the  duty  wiiich  had  been 
paid  on  the  same  articles  when  imported  under  a 
different  form. 

The  section  applied  but  to  one  of  these,  viz: 
that  on  sailcloth  or  canvass,  (wiiich  includes  cot- 
ton bagging,)  and  even  in  relation  to  this  it  is  use- 
less, as  Britain  can  at  once  evade  it  by  changing 
the  name  of  the  bounty  into  a  drawback.  To 
bring  the  case  home,  it  was  asked,  whether,  if  the 
United  States  should  grant  a  bounty  to  encourage 
the  manufacture  of  pot  and  pearl  ashes,  we  should 
think  that  Britain  might  lay  a  heavier  duty  on  our 
pot  ashes  than  on  that  from  Russia? 

It  was  said,  on  the  other  side,  that  bounties, 
though  sometimes  given  by  England  to  foster  navi- 
gation, sometimes  to  promote  commerce,  and  some- 
limes  to  equalize  natural  disadvantages,  were,  for 
the  most  part,  intended  to  force  a  market  for  her 
commodities,  in  instance  of  which  the  bounties  on 
glass  and  on  silk  were  quoted. 

To  this  it  was  replied,  that,  resisting  her  bounty 
would  not  necessarily  protect  our  manufactures; 
and  if  it  would,  some  of  these  bounties  were  on 
manufactures  which  we  did  not  know,  and  could 
not,  for  half  a  century,  possess;  such  as  those  of 
silk  and  of  linens;  in  relation  to  which  this  law 
would  only  operate  as  a  bounty  to  the  French  and 
German  manufacturers.  The  answers  of  the  Brit- 
ish Board  of  trade  to  queries  proposed  by  the  Lords 
of  the  Treasury,  contained  an  expose  of  the  Brit- 
ish policy  in  relation  to  bounty  and  drawback; 
and  showed  they  meant  to  compensate  the  duty 
paid  on  the  importation  of  the  raw  material,  used 
in  the  exported  article. 

The  question  was  taken  successively  on  Mr. 
Stewart's  and  Mr.  Tod's  amendments,  and  lost. 

It  was  then  put  on  striking  out  the  3d  section 
of  the  bill,  and  carried — ayes  114,  noes  6C. 

And  then  the  Committee  rose. 


Tuesday,  March  9. 

Mr.    Whittlesey,    from    the    Committee    of 
Claims,  made  a  report  on  ihe  petition  of  Landie 
Richardson,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his  relief; 
iStU  Con.  1st  Sess.— 50 


which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Floyd  laid  the  following  resolution  on  the 
table,  for  consideration,  on  to-morrow,  viz: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this  House  the 
accounts  of  all  the  Generals  of  the  Army;  likewise,  of 
the  Inspectors  General,  the  Adjutant  General,  the 
Chiefs  of  the  Engineer  and  Ordnance  Corps,  and  the 
Surgeon  General,  for  the  two  years  preceding  the  30lh 
of  September  last ;  showing  the  amount  of  money 
paid  to  each,  under  the  different  heads  of  pay  proper, 
brevet  pay,  rations,  single  and  double,  fuel,  straw, 
quarters,  transportation,  and  all  other  extra  and  con- 
tingent allowances,  as  well  as  the  amount  paid  for 
rations,  pay,  and  clothes  for  servants. 

Mr.  Cocke  laid  the  following  resolution  on  the 
table  for  consideration  on  to-morrow,  viz : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  lay  before  the  Hou^e  the  names  of  ali 
the  otficers  of  the  Army,  who  have  been  brevetted, 
staling  their  lineal  rank  and  brevet  rank,  when  bre- 
vetted,  and  the  amount  of  money  paid  to  each,  on  ac- 
count of  his  brevet  rank,  and  when  paid. 

Mr.  Sibley  moved  the  following  resolution  : 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Pensions  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  placing  on  the  pension  roll,  under  such  restrictions 
as  those  who  served  nine  months,  that  class  of  soldiers 
of  the  Army  of  the  United  States  who  served  in  the 
wnr  of  the  Revolution  eight  months,  commencing  ia 
the  Spring  of  the  year  seventeen  hundred  and  seven- 
ty-five, who  are,  or  hereafter  may,  by  reason  of  re- 
duced circumstances  in  life,  be  in  need  of  assistance 
from  their  country  for  support. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  disagreed  to  by 
the  House. 

Mr.  Breck  submitted  the  following  joint  reso- 
lution : 

Rciolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress 
assembled,  That  the  President  of  the  United  StaUs 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  procure  from  Rem- 
brandt Peale,  of  Philadelphia,  a  portrait  of  Washihs- 
Tox,  to  be  placed  in  the  (Japitol :  Frovided,  the  same 
can  be  obtained  for  a  sum  not  exceeding dollars. 

The  resolution  was  read  the  first  time. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  sale  of 
lands  conveyed  to  the  United  States,  in  certain 
cases,  and  for  other  purposes,  be  recoramiited  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  ;  and  that  the  re- 
port Irom  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  received 
yesterday,  in  relation  to  lands  purchased  on  be- 
half of  the  United  Stales,  be  also  referred  to  the 
same  committee. 

GENERAL  APPROPRL\TION  BILL. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  Government,  lor  the  year  1824. 

A  desultory  debate  on  several  of  the  items  of 
this  bill  occupied  the  House  till  past  the  usual 
hour  of  adjournment. 

The  blank  in  the  eighth  line,  for  compensation 
to  the  Senators  and  Members  of  the  jiouse  of 
Represen'^lives,  their  officers  and  attendants,  &c., 
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was  filled  with  the  sum  of  §265,140.     That  in  the 
tenth  and  eleventh  lines,  with  "  19th  January." 

In  the  fourteenth  line,  for  the  "contingent  ex- 
penses of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,"  the  word 
''sixty"  was  substituted  for  "fifty-eight,"  and  an 
item  of  ^3,000  was  added  to  the  bill  to  provide 
for  extra  services  in  the  Land  Office,  (in  the  em- 
ployment of  clerks  tofiU  up  military  land  warrants, 
twenty  thousand  of  which  are  in  arrear,  some  for 
purchases  madti  seven  years  since.) 

Several  attempts  were  made  to  amend  different 
itemsof  appropriation,  which,  after  muchdesultory 
discussion,  were  not  successful. 

The  members  who  engaged  in  the  debate,  or 
rather  in  the  multiplied  inquiries  and  explana- 
tions which  necessarily  arise  on  a  bill  of  this  de- 
scription, were  Mr.  McLaxe,  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  ofWays  and  Means,  who  introduced  the 
bill,  Messrs.  Cocke,  Trimble,  Taylor,  S.  Wood, 
Forsyth,  Rankin,  Cook,  Little,  Wright, 
DwiGHT,  Cobb,  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  Tucker, 
and  Siblet. 

The  items  which  occasioned  the  most  discussion 
were,  the  additional  aid  in  the  Land  Office,  the 
salary  of  a  clerk  for  the  Attorney  General,  (whose 
existence  became  a  matter  of  inquiry,)  that  of  a 
reporter  for  the  Supreme  Court,  the  clause  for 
extra  clerk  hire,  newspapers,  and  books,  in  the 
Department  of  State,  and  that  for  the  erection  of 
a  courthouse  in  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  for 
the  courts  of  the  United  Stales. 

Having  proceeded  in  the  bill  as  far  as  this  last 
item,  the  Committee  rose,  and  the  House  adjourned. 


Wednesday,  March  10. 

Mr.  Rich,  from  the  Committee  of  Claim?,  made 
a  report  on  the  petition  of  David  Cooper,  accom- 
panied by  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Hamilton,  from  the  Committeeon  Military 
Affairs,  to  which  the  subject  had  been  referred, 
reported  a  bill  concerning  the  distribution  of  arms 
to  the  militia,  accompanied  by  a  detailed  report; 
which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  joint  resolution  offered  yesterday  by  Mr. 
Breck,  (in  relation  to  Peale's  portrait  or  VVash- 
ingtoa.)  was  read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  resolutions  yesterday  offered  by  Messrs. 
Floyd  and  Cocke,  fin  relation  to  the  brevetted 
officers  in  the  Array,)  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Sloane,  by  leave  of  the  House,  presented 
a  memorial  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Stale 
of  Ohio,  upon  the  subject  of  the  lands  set  apart  in 
that  Stale  for  the  support  of  schools;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

GENERAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  (Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  in  the  Chair,) 
on  the  bill  "  making  appropriations  for  the  support 
of  Government  fur  the  year  1821." 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  withdrew  the  amend- 


ment offered  by  him  yesterday,  respecting  the 
court  room  of  the  United  State.s,  in  Charleston, 
in  order  that  the  entire  subject  of  providing  ac- 
commodations for  the  United  States' courts  in  the 
several  States  might  be  submitted  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciary. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  the 
298th,  299th,  and  300th  lines  of  the  bill,  which 
are  in  the  words  following :  "  For  erecting  the 
eastern  portico  of  the  Capitol,  and  completing  the 
interior  of  the  building,  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars,"  were  stricken  out,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Clshman,  (Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings,)  the  following  was  substituted  : 

For  continuing  the  work  on  the  centre  building, 
eighty-six  thousand  dollars. 

For  alterations  and  repairs  in  the  room  occupied 
by  the  Supreme  Court,  six  hundred  and  forty 
dollars. 

P'or  improving  the  Capitol  square,  and  painting 
the  railings  around  the  same,  eleven  hundred  and 
sixty  dollars. 

For  making  a  foot-way  in  front  of  the  public 
grounds,  and  open  spaces  between  the  Capitol  and 
Navy  Office,  five  thousand  dollars. 

For  finishing  the  north  portico  to  the  President's 
House,  twenty-six  thousand  dollars. 

An  item  was  added,  after  the  307th  line,  in  the 
words  following :  "  For  sick,  and  disabled,  and  des- 
titute seamen  in  foreign  countries,  forty  thousand 
dollars." 

The  314th  and  315th  lines,  were  altered  to  read 
thus :  "  for  salaries  of  the  Ministers  of  the  United 
States  to  London,  Paris,  St.  Petersburg,  and  Mad- 
rid, from  the  3J  March  to  4ih  November,  1823, 
and  also  for  the  Charges  des  Affaires  at  Stock- 
holm, and  the  Hague,  sixty-seven  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars." 

The  Item  for  building  a  north  portico  to  the 
President's  House,  and  that  for  the  construction 
of  a  graveled  walk  in  front  of  the  public  grounds, 
met  with  considerable  opposition. 

Mr.  Forsyth  also  opposed  that  item  which 
makesappropriation  for  the  payment  of  the  salaries 
of  some  of  our  foreign  Ministers,  on  the  ground 
that  the  number  of  Ministers  was  unnecessarily 
great,  as  Charges  des  Affaires  might  be  substituted 
for  some  of  them  without  detriment  to  the  public 
service  and  with  a  saving  of  the  public  money, 
and  we  should  thereby  avoid  the  sacrifice  of  self- 
respect  now  arising  Irom  our  sending  Ministers 
Plenipotentiary  to  Powers  who  send  no  Ministers 
of  the  same  grade  to  represent  them  at  this  Gov- 
ernment— of  which  number  were  our  Ministers  to 
Spain  and  Portugal ;  and  he  moved  to  strike  out 
that  clause  of  the  bill  until  farther  information 
could  be  obtained,  as  to  the  necessity  or  expediency 
of  such  Ministers  being  sent  where  they  were  not, 
or  continued  where  they  were. 

After  a  protracted  debate  on  the  subject,  the 
question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Forsyte's  motion, 
and  lost — ayes  51,  noes  75. 

He  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  word  "  Lima," 
in  the  list  of  the  Ministers  to  South  America.  The 
debate  was  renewed  on  this  motion,  but,  before 
the  question  was  taken,  the  Committee  rose. 
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The  members,  who  took  part  in  this  day's  de- 
bate, were  Messrs.  McLane,  Cocke,  Ccshman, 
Taylor,  Sharpe,  Ten  Eyck,  Mercer,  Gazlay. 
Whipple,  Forsyth,  McCoy,  Cook,  S.  WoodJ 
and  Livingston. 


Thursday,  March  11, 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  register 
of  the  land  office,  for  the  western  district  of  the 
State  of  Louisiana,  to  report  upon  certain  land 
claims  within  said  district,  reported  the  same 
without  amendment,  and  it  was  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Plumer,  of  New  Hampshire,  from  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  the  subject 
was  referred,  reported  a  bill  to  alter  the  judicial 
districts  ot  Virginia,  and  for  other  purposes;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Commitee  of 
the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Allen,  of  Massachusetts,  'submitted  the 
following  joint  resolution  : 

Kftolved,  That  the  President  of  the  Senate  and 
"Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  be  authorized 
to  close  this  session,  by  adjournmpnt  of  their  respective 
Houses,  on the  day  of  April  next. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  the  I  out  the  word  Lima,  in  that  section  of  the  bill 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  !  which  provides  the  means  of  sending  Ministers  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  suitable  pro-  the  Republics  of  South  America,  the  debate  of 
▼  ision  for  the  accommodation  of  the  courts  of  the  yesterday  was  renewed,  and  became,  in  some  de- 
United  States  at  Charleston,  in  South  Carolina;  gree,  extended  to  the  consideration  of  our  general 
and  in  the  several  States  of  the  Union.  relations  with  the  South  American  States. 


of  the  United  States  ;  An  act  for  the  gradual  sup- 
ply of  cannon,  bombs,  howitz,  shot,  shells,  and 
materials  foj  carriages,  for  the  fortifications,  and 
other  purposes ;  An  act  to  authorize  the  employ- 
ing of  certain  assistants  in  the  General  Land  Of- 
fice ;  An  act  for  the  benefit  of  Alfred  Moore  and 
Sterling  Orgain,  assignees  of  Morris  Lindsey  ;  An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  Venable  and  Jane 
Morgan  ;  in  which  bills  they  ask  the  concurrence 
of  this  House. 

Mr.  Stewart  called  up  the  resolution  formerly 
offered  by  him,  in  relation  to  a  change  of  the  hour 
of  adjournment,  from  twelve  to  eleven  o'clock. 

On  considering  this  question,  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  called  for,  and  were — yeas  99  nays  57. 

The  HoQ-^e  having  agreed  to  consider  it,  a  de- 
bate arose,  in  which  Messrs.  Stewart,  Camp- 
bell, of  Ohio,  Cook,  and  Tracy  advocated,  and 
Messrs.  Whipple,  Mercer,  Williams,  of  North 
Carolina,  and  Stevenson,  opposed  its  adoption. 

Before  any  question  was  taken,  the  hour  elapsed, 
and  the  debate  was  superseded  by  the  orders  of  the 
day. 

GENERAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

• 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McLane,  the  House  then  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on 
the  bill  making  provision  for  the  support  of  Gov- 
ernment for  the  year  1824;  and  the  question  still 
being  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Forsyth,  to  strike 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Livingston,  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  vesting  in  the  corporation 
of  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  all  the  right  of  the 
United  States  to  the  streets,  squares,  and  roads, 
in  the  city  of  New  Orleans;  and  also  to  all  the 
lands  lying  within  the  limits  of  the  city,  which, 
by  the  original  plan  thereof,  was  left  vacant  be- 
tween the  houses  and  lots  fronting  the  levee  and 
the  river. 


The  motion  to  strike  out  was  advocated  by 
Messrs.  Forsyth,  Taylor,  McLane,  Trimble, 
Floyd,  and   Mallary,  and  opposed  by  Messrs. 

WiCKLlFFE,     StORHS,     BuCHANAN,     LlVINGSTON, 

Fuller,  and  McKim. 

Messrs.  Bartlett,  Sibley,  and  Foot,  of  Con- 
necticut, also  spoke,  but  only  for  the  purpose  of 
asking  or  of  communicating  facts,  and  not  directly 
taking  part  in  the  debate. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  the  name  of  Lima  was 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Livingston,  the  Committee  j  advocated  on  the  ground  that  the  appointment  of 
on  the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  examine  and  I  a  resident  Minister  at  that  place  was  unnecessary, 
report  whether  it  is  expedient  to  provide  by  law  !  as  a  Charge  des  Affaires  or  a  Consul  might  an- 
for  making  the  system  of  practice  in  the  courts  of  I  swer  every  purpose.  A  Charge  des  Affaires  bad 
the  United  States  in  the  district  of  Louisiana  con-  |  been  appointed  last  year,  and  no  change  had  since 
formable  to  that  of  the  State  courts  in  that  State,  i  occurred  to  render  a  Minister  necessary  ;  that  we 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to  which  !  have  no  evidence  that  the  Government  of  Peru 
is  committed  the  joint  resolution  authorizing  tlie  '  does,  or  ever  has,  desired  the  residence  of  a  Min- 
purchase  of  Peale's  f)ortrait  of  General  Washing-  i  ister  from  this  Government ;  that  it  cannot  be  of 
TON,  were  discharged  from  the  consideration  ;  any  service  to  the  interests  of  Peru ;  that,  when 
thereof,  and  it  was  referred  to  a  select  commit-  i  the  Republic  of  Colombia  solicited  a  recognition 
tee;  and  Messrs.  Breck,  Uuree,  Mercer,  Sib-  |  of  her  independence  and  sent  a  Minister  here,  we 
ley,  McDdffie,  Metcalfe, and  McArthur,  were  kept  him  waiting  for  years  in  the  galleries  of  this 
appointed  the  said  committee.  I  House,  without  so  much  as  admitting  him  to  set  a 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House  I  foot  in  the  lobby,  and  that,  too,  even  after  the  in- 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  fol-  1  dependence  of  Colombia  was  fully  ascertained, 
lowing   titles,  viz  :  An   act   regulating   the  trans-    But  the   independence  of  Peru  was  not,  to  this 


portation  of  gold  and  silver  bullion,  specie,  and 
jewels,  and  carrying  of  passengers,  and  to  prohibit 
the  receipt  of  merchandise,  in  the  public  vessels 


hour,  officially  recognised,  if,  indeed,  it  were  fully 
established — and  no  Minister  had  been  sent  from 
that  Government  here.    That  before  Ministers  had 
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been  sent  to  Buenos  Ayres,  Chili,  or  any  other  of   the  general  ground  which  covers  her  case.     If  we 


the  South  American  Grovernments,  the  indepen 
dence  of  those  Governments  had  noV.  only  been 
achieved,  but  had  stood  some  test  of  time.     But 
Peru  was  lately  in  the  power  of  a  Dictator,  and 
it  is  even  now  said,  that  her  capital  is  in  the  pos- 
session of  hostile  troops.     At  all  events,  the  ap- 
propriation called  for  in  this  bill  is  unnecessary, 
because  there  is  already  a  balance  from  former  ap- 
propriations, fully  adequate  to  meet  the  expeose  of 
this  mission.     The  appropriation   is  more  than 
needless,  it  is  improper ;  inasmuch  as  it  has  the 
aspect  of  a  measure  stimulating  the  Executive  to 
this  mission.     He  has  the  subject  entirely  within 
his  discretion ;  and  the  prudence  with  which  he 
has  heretofore  employed  discretionary  authority, 
in  respect  to  our  foreign  relations,  entitles  him  to 
the  unreserved  confidence  of  this  House.     The  re- 
solve formerly  passed  by  Congress,  pledging  its 
support  to  the  President,  in  sundry  missions  to 
such  of  the   South  American    Governments   as 
should  succeed  in  establishing  their  independence, 
was  in  general  terms,  and  did  not  specify  any  Gov- 
ernment in  particular.     Why  should  we  depart 
from  that  course,  in  relation  to  Peru,  a  Govern- 
ment whose  independence  had  never  yet  been  re- 
cognised ?     As  her  situation  is  different  from  that 
of  the  four  other  Government*:  enumerated  m  this 
clause,  she  can  have  no  good  cause  to  be  offended 
that  no  Minister  is  sent  to  her,  while  Ministers  are 
sent  to  them.     And,  if  a  Minister's  presence  should 
at  any  time  be  requisite,  it  would  be  easy  to  send 
one  of  the  others  to  Peru,  for  a  limited  time.    This 
has  been  done  in  the  case  of  several  of  our  Min- 
isters at  the  Courts  of  Europe. 

The  motion  was  opposed  on  the  consideration 
that  we  have  already  a  large  commercial  inter- 
course with  Peru  (and  shall  have  more)  which  is 
subjected  to  many  embarrassments,  and  to  consid- 
erable risk,  from  the  want  of  a  suitable  represen- 
tative of  this  Government  there  ;  cargoes  are  con- 
signed to  native  merchants — are  seized  on  slight 
pretences,  and  even  Qur  navy  oriicers  have  had  to 
turn  negotiators  to  preserve  them  from  confiscation. 
This  commerce  is   sometimes  very  profitaule,  a 
large  market  exists  for  our  home  manufactures 
and  our  flour,  (the  latter  article  sometimes  bring- 
ing twenty-five  and  thirty-six  dollars  a  barrel.)    If 
we  send  a  Minister  to  the  other  four  Governments, 
and  not  to  Lima,  what  will  be  the  appearance  of 
such  a  line  of  conduct  in  the  eyes  of  Europe  ?     It 
will  be  inferred  that  we  do  not  intend  to  recog- 
nise  Peru.     This  was  especially  to  be  avoided  at 
this  moment,  lest  it  should  be  said,  that  while  no 
dangers  threaten  we  could    make  a  gasconading 
acknowledgment  of  the  independence  of  the  South 
American  Stales;    but,  so  soon  as  one  of  them 
was  menaced  with  attack,  we  were  glad  to  avail 
ourselves  of  the  fact  of  not  having  formally  ac- 
knowledged its  independence  to  turn  about  and 
retrace  our  steps.     We  ought  not  only  to  do  noth- 
ing to  encourage  such  an  idea,  but  we  ought  to 
put  it  down  by  measures  which  could  not  be  mis- 
understood.    The  independence  of  Peru  was  not 
doubtful,  and,  though  we  have  not  recognised  her 
individual  independence,  yet  the  act  of  1822  took 


strike  Lima  from  this  bill,  and  Peru  should  after- 
wards be  attacked  by  the  Holy  Alliance,  how  caa 
we  say  any  thing  to  those  Powers  in  opposition  to 
the  most  tyrannical  acts  against  her?     The  dec- 
laration or  the  President  in  his  last  Message  has 
been  echoed  from  every  American  heart,  and  has 
produced  a  great  sensation  in  Europe.     Shall  we 
not  act  in  the  spirit  of  that  Message  ?     Shall  we 
stand  on  etiquette  with  an   infant  republic  just 
passed  through  the  last  agony  in  struggling  for 
her  independence  ?      We   do   not,   by   retaining 
Lima,  hasten  or   stimulate   the   Executive  ;  but 
only  give  wha%  in  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,  he  has  applied  to  us  to  provide;  and  thus 
redeem  lobim  the  pledge  we  gave  in  1822.  Though 
no  resident  Minister  may  bo  necessary,  none  but  a 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  can  conclude  a  treaty, 
and  our  commercial  interests  require  that  a  treaty 
shall  be  entered  into  as  joon  as  practicable,  lest 
commercial  rivals  anticipate  us,  and  obtain  for 
themselves  advantages  and  privileges  to  our  ex- 
clusion or  injury.     But  higher  considerations  point 
to  the  same  policy.     Republican  government  is 
lost   in    Europe,  save  in  one  free   country — it  is 
struggling  successfully  in   the  Southern   Hemis- 
phere of  our  own  continent.     It  is  time  that  we 
formed  an  American  spirit.     The  political  princi- 
ples of  our  own  Government  called  on  us  to  es- 
tablish the  interests  of  freedom  in  other  Govern- 
ments, and  to  sanction  and  confirm  the  represen- 
tative principle  wherever  it  is  acted  on — especially 
near  home. 

As  to  there  being  a  balance  already  in  the  hands 
of  the  Department  of  State — if  so,  why  are  we 
furnished  with  estimates,  and  why  was  this  item 
introduced  into  the  bill  of  appropriations  ?  and,  if 
it  is  not  expended,  the  money  will  only  return  into 
the  Treasury.  So  far  from  our  having  no  need 
of  a  Minister  in  Peru,  we  need  one  more  there 
than  in  Chili,  or  almost  any  other  part  of  South 
America. 

As  to  etiquette,  in  only  sending  a  Minister  where 
we  have  first  received  one,  all  nations,  as  such, 
are  equal,  and  one  party  must  begin.  There  is  a 
magnanimity  in  waiving  considerations  of  this 
sort  toward  Governments  just  struggling  into  in- 
dependence. If  we  stand  on  ceremony,  let  it  be 
with  the  old  and  the  strong  Governments  of  the 
European  world.  Etiquette  is  a  very  doubtful 
principle  of  action  fur  a  ixw  Republic  ;  and  it  is 
to  be  hoped  it  will  never  stand  in  the  way  of  a 
just,  wise,  and  generous  policy. 

The  Committee  rose  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bhent, 
at  half  past  4  o'clock. 


Friday,  March  12. 

Mr.  McCoy,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  the  case  of  Peter  Yendes,  ac- 
companied by  a  bill  for  hi.«  relief;  which  bill  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  to  which  was  referred 
the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  'An  act  for  the 
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relief    of    the   legal    representatives   of  Andrew    same ;  with  such  information  aa  to  the  receipts  and 
Mitchell,  deceased,"   reported  the   same  without  I  expenditures  of  the  offices,  severally,  as  may  enable 


amendment,  and  it  was  committed  to  a  Commit 
tee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Cook,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jacques 
Myotte,  Francois  Charpenkie,  and  Jean  Baptiste 
Laducier ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  resolution  offered  on  a  former  day,  by  Mr. 
Stewart,  for  altering  the  hour  of  adjournment 
to  11  o'clock,  having  been  taken  up,  Mr.  Findlay 
moved  to  take  the  question  on  it  by  yeas  and 
nays ;  but  the  House  refused,  twenty-six  rising  in 
favor  of  it,  and  then  the  question  was  put  on  the 
resolution,  and  decided  in  the  negative — ayes  65, 
noes  73. 

Mr.  Floyd  laid  the  following  resolution  on  the 
table,  for  consideration  to-morrow,  viz: 

Resolved,  1'hat  the  thirty-first  rule  of  this  House  be 
expunged. 

The  said  thirty-first  rule  is  as  follows  : 

"A  motion  to  adjourn  shall  be  always  in  order  after 
four  o'clock,  p.  ID.,  but,  before  that  hour,  it  shall  not 
be  in  order,  if  there  be,  at  the  time,  any  question 
pending  before  the  House  ;  that,  and  the  motion  to 
lie  on  the  table  shall  be  decided  without  debate." 

A  bill  from  the  Senate,  •'  for  the  relief  of  Sarah 
Venable  and  Jane  Morgan,"  was  twice  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

A  bill  from  the  Senate,  "  for  the  benefit  of  Al-  j  United  States,  who  may  be  appointed  to  the  Con 
fred  Moore  and  Sterling  Orgain,  assignees  of  Mor-    tinent  of  America,  836,000." 


Congress  to  decide  on  the  propriety  of  discontinuing 
any  office. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Spaight,  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  erecting  a  lighthouse  on  Shell  Castle 
island,  in  Pamptico  sound. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Amasa  Stetson  ;"  also,  a  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Dean  Wey- 
mouth ;"  in  which  bills  they  ask  the  concurrence 
of  this  House. 

GENERAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  Mr.  Campbell  in  the  Chair,  on  the  bill 
making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Govern- 
ment for  the  year  1824. 

And,  the  question  being  on  the  following  amend- 
ment, offered  by  Mr.  Stores — "  for  the  support 
of  such  missions  as  have  been,  or  may,  hereafter, 
be  sent  to  the  independent  Governments  of  South 
America,  the  sum  of  §36,000,  in  addition  to  the 
unexpended  balance  of  the  sum  of  §100,000,  here- 
tofore appropriated  for  that  purpose:" 

Mr.  Forsyth  moved  to  strike  out  the  317th, 
31Sth,  and  319th  lines,  and  insert  "  for  the  sala- 
ries of  the  Ministers  or  Charges  des  Affaires  of  the 


ris  Linsey,"  was  twice  read,  and  referred 

A  bill  from  the  Senate,  "to  authorize  the  em- 
ployment of  certain  assistant  draughtsmen  in  the 
General  Land  Office,"  was  twice  read,  and  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

A  bill  from  the  Senate,  "  for  the  gradual  sup- 
ply of  cannon,  bombs,  howitz,  shot,  shells,  and 
materials  for  the   fortifications,  and   other   pur- 
poses," was  twice  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com-  } 
mittee  on  Military  Affairs.  ] 

A  bill  from  the  Senate,  "  regulating  the  trans- 
^  portation  of  gold  and  silver  bullion,  specie,  and 
'  jewels,  and  carrying  of  passengers,  and  to  pro- 

*  hibit  the  receipt  of  merchandise  in  the  public  ves- 

*  sels  of  the  United  States,"  was  twice  read,  and 
committed  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Longfellow,  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  removing  the  courts  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  which  are  now  nolden  at  Wiscasset,  in 
the  State  of  Maine,  to  Portland,  in  the  same 
State. 

Mr.  Rankin  laid  the  following  resolution  on 
the  table  for  consideration  to-morrow  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  inform  this  House,  at  the  next  session  of 
Congress,  whether  the  number  of  land  offices  in  the 
United  States  may  not  be  diminished,  by  consolidate 
ing  the  land  districts,  or  otherwise,  without  any  in- 
jury to  the  public  interest,  or  material  inconvenience 
to  individuals  ;  and  that  he  report  such  a  plan  for  the 
location  of  the  land  ofFicrii,  and  reorganization  of  the 
land  districts,  as  will  better  promote  the  public  inter- 
est, than  the  present  location  and  organization  of  the 


The  Chair  pronounced  the  motion  not  in  order — 
when  Mr.  Storrs  withdrew  that  previously  of- 
fered by  him,  and  Mr.  Forsyth  explained  the 
alteration  he  proposed. 

The  question  being  put,  it  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative — ayes  113. 

Mr.  McLane  moved  to  fill  the  blank,  in  the 
323d  line,  by  inserting  §18,000,  (for  salaries  of  the 
several  Secretaries  of  Legation  ;)  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Cocke  objected  to  the  item  making  provi- 
sion for  "  Agents  of  Claims  at  London  or  Paris," 
and  called  for  information,  which  was  given  by 
the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means. 

A  similar  objection  was  made  to  the  item  pro- 
viding for  "  expenses  of  the  commission  under 
the  first  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent."  Mr. 
McLane  explained. 

Mr.  A.  Stevenson  offered,  as  an  amendment 
to  the  bill,  the  insertion  of  the  following  item: 

After  line  329;  insert  "  for  compensation  to  an 
Agent,  (to  be  appointed  by  the  President,)  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States,  to  collect,  arrange,  and  lay 
before  the  Commissioners,  under  the  convention  rela- 
ting to  the  slaves  carried  away,  in  contravention  of 
the  first  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  the  evidence 
of  the  claims,  which  have  been,  or  may  be,  transmit- 
ted by  the  claimants,  $2,000. 

Mr.  Stevenson  supported  this  amendment  by 
an  explanation  of  the  facts  of  the  case,  and  laid 
before  the  House  a  letter  from  Mr.  Cheves,  one 
of  the  Commissioners  under  the  Treaty,  written 
in  reply  to  another  addressed  to  him  by  Mr.  Ste- 
venson. 
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The  amendment  gave  rise  to  a  debate,  which  oc- 
cupied the  House  for  more  than  an  hour.  It  was 
supported  by  Messrs.  P.  P.  Barbodr,  Bassett, 
Tucker,  Foot  of  Connecticut,  Bailey,  McDlf- 
riE,  Mercer,  and  Ingham,  and  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Forsyth,  McCoy,  McLane,  Webster,  Ran- 
dolph, and  Wickliffe. 

It  was  supported  on  the  ground  that  the  treaty 
having  directed  the  Commissioners  to  receive  such 
evidence  respecting  the  losses  of  American  citizens 
as  should,  under  the  direction  of  the  President,  be 
laid  before  them,  and  it  being  requisite  that  very 
considerable  investigation  should  be  had  before  the 
number  and  average  value  of  the  slaves  lost  could 
be  ascertained,  this  officer  was  to  be  considered  as 
an  agent,  not  of  the  claimants,  but  of  the  Govern- 
ment, in  obtaining  information  which  the  Presi- 
dent was  to  lay  before  the  Commissioners  ;  he  had 
thus  far  performed  his  duty  with  diligence,  and 
greatly  to  the  advantage  of  those  interested;  his 
services  were  still  necesssary;  the  claimants  had 
been  led  to  calculate  on  the  continuance  of  those 
services — and  to  drop  this  officer  now  would  be 
seriously  injurious  to  them,  and  look  like  a  want 
of  good  faith  in  the  Government  towards  its  citi- 
zens ;  the  salary  was  moderate ;  the  person  thus 
employed  was  not  to  be  a  permanent  officer ;  he 
was  merely  such  an  agent  as  the  President  had  a 
right  to  employ. 

The  grounds  of  objection  were,  that  such  an  offi- 
cer was  not  needed,  or  if  he  were,  as  his  employ- 
ment was  solely  for  the  benefit  of  the  claimants 
interested,  they  ought  to  pay  him  ;  that  when  a 
proposal  was  made  to  employ  an  agent  of  claims 
under  the  Florida  treaty,  Congress  refused  to  ap- 
point one ;  that  the  claimants  ought  to  have  the 
choiceof  theirownagent;  and  ifthey  should  choose 
one  and  Congress  appoint  another,  there  might 
be  collision ;  tliat  the  number  of  slaves  lost  was 
not  very  great ;  that  it  could  be  matter  of  no  such 
great  difficulty  to  settle>che  average  value;  this 
agent  had  already  been  employed  a  whole  vear, 
time  enough,  surely,  to  collect  the  necessary  facts, 
and  if  continued  much  longer  his  salary  would 
cost  more  than  the  slaves.  That  it  was  an  impro- 
per mode  of  legislation  to  create  offices  by  an  ap- 
propriation bill ;  this  officer  was  not  responsible — 
the  law  made  his  salary  sure,  and  he  might  sit 
down  at  his  own  house  and  do  nothing,  and  it 
must  be  paid. 

Mr.  Tucker  suggested  an  amendment  to  the 
amendment,  by  inserting  after  the  word  President, 
"by  and  with  the  consent  of  the  Senate."  Mr. 
Stevenson  accepted  of  this  as  a  modification  of 
his  motion  ;  and  the  question  being  taken  on  the 
amendment  thus  modified,  it  was  decided  in  the 
negative — yeas  67,  nays  108. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McLane,  the  word  "  fourth," 
in  the  33Uih  line,  was  stricken  out.  The  item, 
thus  amended,  will  read  : 

♦'  For  expenscB  of  carrying  into  effect  the  lixth  and 
•eventh  articles  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  including  the 
compensation  of  the  commissioners,  agents,  and  sur- 
Teyors,  and  their  contingent  expenses,  sixteen  thou- 
sand d»llar«.'' 


Mr.  Cocke  moved  to  strike  out  this  entire  item 
in  the  bill.     The  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McLane,  an  additional  item 
was  inserted,  granting  thirty  thousand  dollars 
for  the  expenses  of  intercourse  with  the  Barbary 
Powers. 

Mr.  McLane  moved  the  following  amendment : 
"for  the  services  of  an  artificer  in  the  Patent  Office 
§500;"  but,  after  considerable  discussion,  the 
amendment  was  for  the  present  withdrawn. 

Mr.  McLane  moved  the  following — 

*'  For  compensation  for  extra  clerks  employed  in 
the  General  Post  Office,  during  the  last  year,  (939  25  ;"* 
which  was  agreed  to.  » 

Mr.  McLanb  moved  the  following  items,  which 
were  agreed  to: 

*'  For  compensation  of  nine  members  of  the  Legis- 
lative Council  of  the  Michigan  Territory,  at  $2  each 
per  day,  for  sixty  days,  $1,080." 

'*  For  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  Legislative 
Council,  including  the  printing  of  the  laws  of  said 
Territory,  $1,200. 

"  For  the  salaries  of  the  secretaries  of  the  land  com- 
missioners of  East  and  West  Florida,  at  $1,250  each, 
$2,500." 

Mr.  McLane  moved  the  following — 

"  For  the  completion  of  the  medals  voted  by  Con> 
gress  to  certain  General  Officers,  to  purchase  gold  for 
the  medals,  and  to  replace  General  Macomb's  medal, 
$2,.350." 

The  item  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Cocke  moved  the  following,  to  come  in 
after  the  second  section: 

"  And  provided  also.  That  no  person  receiving  an 
annual  salary  from  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  shall  receive  any  thing  in  addition  thereto,  for 
any  services  whatever,  by  way  of  perquisites  or  extra 
compensation,  except  fees  of  office,  which  may  be  es-> 
tablished  by  law." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  F.  Johnson  moved  to  strike  out  the  334lh 
and  335th  lines,  viz:  "For  contingent  expen^^es 
of  foreign  intercourse,  .*>40,000."  This  mutton, 
after  considerable  discussion,  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Henry  moved  the  following  amendment 
at  the  end  of  the  294th  line: 

"For  removing  obstructions  to  the  navigation  of 
the  Ohio  river,  from  Pituburg  to  its  mouth,  and  for 
removing  obstructions  to  the  navigation  of  the  iMisais- 
aippi,  from  8t.  Louis  to  IS'ew  Orleans,  $75,000." 

Upon  submitting  the  amendment,  Mr.  Henry 
remarked,  that  it  involved  a  question  of  immense 
importance  to  a  large  portion  of  our  population — 
to  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  extensive  region  be- 
yond the  Alleghany  mountain,  whose  interests 
were  vitally  affected  by  the  existing  impediments 
to  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi 
rivers.  He  felt  it  to  be  his  duty,  however,  on 
every  occasion,  lo  pursue  a  candid  policy.  He 
would  not  di.sguise  the  fact,  that  a  bill  had  been 
already  reported  by  him,  from  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canal.s,  which  had  for  its  object  the 
removal  of  those  obstructions,  but,  owing  to  the 
lateness  of  the  period  at  which  it  was  reported,  he- 
was  apprehensive  that  it  could  not  be  regularly 
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reached  during  the  session,  and  had,  therefore,  |  ment  of  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  accom- 
thought  proper  to  introduce  the  proposition  in  the  '  panied  by  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  said  Beard  ;  which 
present  shape.  I  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  hoped  that,  as  there  [  of  the  Whole. 
was  a  bill  already  reported  having  in  view  the  ;      Mr.   Plcmer,  of  New  Hampshire,   from   the 
same  object,  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  would  i  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  refer- 
withdraw  his  amendment,  and  not  embarrass  the  |  red  a  Message  from  the  President  upon  the  sub- 


present  bill  by  a  discussion  which  might  continue 
several  days.  That  he  had  no  doubt  the  gentle- 
man would  have  an  opportunity  of  calling  up  his 
bill  before  the  end  of  the  session. 
nWT.  Clay  (Speaker)  expressed  his  hope  that  his 
cMlfiaf  ue  would  withdraw  his  amendment.     He 


ject,  reported  a  bill  confirming  certain  acts  of 
James  Miller,  as  Governor  of  the  Territory  of 
Arkansas,  and  for  other  purposes;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

The  resolution  yesterday  offered  by  Mr.  Ran- 
admittcd  that  the  course  was  not  unusual;  that,  kin  (respecting  land  districts  and  land  offices) 
in  an  appropriation  bill  at  a  former  session,  at  his  \  was  taken  up,  and  agreed  to. 
instance,  a  similar  provision  had  been  introduced  |  The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for 
for  a  nearly  similar  purpose.  But  he  hoped  that,  j  the  relief  of  Amasa  Stetson,"  was  read  twice,  and 
if  the  amendment  was  withdrawn,  the  House  '  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
would  feel  disposed  to  indulge  a  spmt  of  liberality  j  The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
towards  the  bill  which  had  been  reported  upon  :  relief  of  Dean  Weymouth,''  was  read  twice,  and 
this  subject,  and  would  permit  his  colleague  to  \  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions  and  Revo- 
lutionary Claims. 

NAVY  HOSPITAL  FUND. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
from  the  Commissioners  of  Navy  Hospitals,  made 
in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  this  House  of  the 
20lh  of  January  last;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs.     The 


scall  it  un  at  a  period  as  early  as  possible. 
^  Mr.  Henry  remarked,  that  he  could  as-^ure  the 
gentleman  from  Delaware  that  he  was  not  dis- 
posed to  embarrass  the  progress  of  the  present  bill. 
That  he  felt  a  deep  solicitude  to  relieve  the  people 
of  the  West  from  the  obstacles,  the  removal  of 
which  was  contemplated  ;  that  he  was  fearful  the 
bill  reported  by  him  might  not  be  reached  in  time  r  u 

to  be  sufficiently  acted  upon  during  the  session,  }  '^poft  is  as  follows: 

and  had  been  advised  by  several  grave  and  expe-  Navt  Defihtment,  March  16,  1824 

ricnccd  statesmen  to  present  the  question  in  the 
shape  of  an  amendment  to  the  present  bill.  He 
could  not,  however,  resist  the  solicitations  of  the 


Sir:  In  answer  to  the  resolMtion  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  20th  January,  "  That  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Navy  Hospitals  be  directed  to  report 


gentleman  from  Delaware  and  his  colleague,  (the  \  to  this  House  the  amount  of  the  sums  which  they 


Speaker,)  and  he  would  withdraw  his  proposed 
amendment,  with  the  hope  that  the  House  would 
l>e  disposed  to  indulge  him  with  an  early  consid- 
eration of  the  bill  "  to  improve  the  navigation  of 
the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers." 

Mr.  Basshtt,  of  Virginia,  said,  lest  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky  might  take  silence  for  con- 
sent, and  suppose  that  the  House  meant  to  pledge 
itself  to  give  him  the  indulgence  alluded  to,  he 
for  one  would  say,  that  he  would  give  no  such 
pledge — that  he  was  opposed  to  the  measure,  and 
he  ^It  no  disposition  to  extend  the  indulgence 
solicited. 

Mr.  McLane  rose  to  assure  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  that  he  felt  a  disposition  friendly  to  the 


have  received  and  exp>ended  by  virtue  of  the  act,  en- 
titled "An  act  establishing  Navy  Hospitals;"  the  bal- 
ance remaining  in  their  hands  on  the  31st  of  Decem- 
ber, 1823,  designating  the  sum  which  has  been  'ab- 
sorbed in  the  pay  of  the  Navy,  and  which  is  due  to 
the  Hospital  Fund,'  and  what  measures  they  have 
adopted  to  carry  into  effect  the  provisions  of  said  act," 
we  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  from 
the  Fourth  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  with  a  statement 
of  the  accounts  in  the  Auditor's  Office,  showing  the 
receipts  and  disbursements  of  said  fund  up  to  the  Slst 
of  December,  1823. 

The  law  separating  the  Naval  from  the  Marine 
Hospital  Found  was  passed  on  the  26th  February, 
1811.  On  that  day  a  balance  of  $3,782  86,  sUnding 
to  the  credit  of  the  Marine  Hospital  Fund,  was  car- 


improvement  of  the   navigation  of  those  rivers,  |  ried  to  the  credit  of  the  Naval  Hospital  Fund.     This 


and  felt  disposed  to  grant  the  indulgence  at  as 
early  a  period  as  possible. 

Mr.  Henry. — One  word  in  reply  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia.  I  thank  him  for  his  candor, 
and  hope  he  is  entirely  singular  in  his  disposition. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the  bill 
as  amended  ;  and  the  House  adjourned. 


Saturday,  March  13. 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  made  a  rej>ort  on  so 
much  of  the  petition  of  David  Beard,  as  relates 
to  the  loss  of  merchandise  brought  to  the  United 
States  from  Canada,  in  1812,  after  thecommence- 


sum,  with  the  deductions  authorized  by  law,  from  the 
pay  of  the  officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  constitutes 
the  whole  of  the  Navy  Hospital  Fund.  These  deduc- 
tions have  been  regularly  made  whenever  the  officers, 
seamen,  and  marines,  have  received  their  pay,  and  the 
sums  so  deducted  have  been  left  in  the  "  pay  of  the 
Navy,"  which  is  of  course  responsible  for  them.  They 
were  not,  in  the  first  instance,  drawn  from  the  "  pay 
of  the  Navy,"  at  the  times  in  which  they  accrued,  in 
consequence  of  the  war  which  succeeded  the  passage 
of  the  law,  and  were  left  in  the  same  situation  for  sev- 
eral years  afterwards. 

By  the  report  made  on  the  29th  of  October.  1823, 
it  appears  that  the  balance  to  the  credit  of  the  fund  at 
that  time  was  ^117,074  34;  since  whiclr  the  deduc- 
tions from  the  pay  of  the  officers,  seamen,  and  marines^ 
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«n<J  for  which  the  "  pay  of  the  Navy"  is  responitible. 
have  amounted  to  $2,638  61,  making  the  Navy  Hos- 
pital Fund,  on  the  31gt  December,  1823,  amount  to 
1^119,712  95,  exclusive  of  the  amount  which  has  been 
•under  the  control  of  the  commissioners. 

After  the  establishment  of  the  fund  in  February, 
1811,  and  before  the  3Uth  of  September,  i821,  the  ex- 
penditures by  the  commissioners  amounted  to  $10,- 
652  85;  since  that  time  there  has  been  drawn  and 
placed  in  the  bands  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United 
States,  subject  to  the  orders  of  the  commissioners, 
■$43,335  87;  and,  in  September,  1823.  !j>18,000  were 
paid  for  a  site  for  a  nnval  hospital  near  the  navy  yard  at 
C'harlestown,  Massachusetts.  These  three  sums  add- 
ed together  make  $71,988  72,  which,  added  to  the 
sum  of  $119,712  95,  for  which  the  "  pay  of  the  navy" 
is  responsible,  makes  $191,701  67,  being  the  whole 
amount  of  money  which  has  accrued  to  the  fund  since 
its  establishment. 

From  this  statement  it  will  be  perceived  that  the 
only  funds  which  the  commissioners  can  immediately 
control  for  the  objects  of  the  law,  are  those  in  the 
hands  of  the  Treasurer,  viz:  $43,335  87.  The  debt 
due  from  the  ''pay  of  the  Navy"  can  only  be  paid  as 
balances  of  the  appropriations  for  that  object  shall  re- 
main at  the  end  of  the  year ;  and  as  these  appropria- 
tions are  founded  upon  estimates  calculated  with  great 
care  and  accuracy,  and  are  barely  adequate  to  accom- 
plish their  object,  it  is  manifest  that  it  will  be  a  long 
time  before  the  fund  is  repaid,  and  the  commishioncrs 
will  have  the  control  of  all  the  means  which  properly 
belong  to  it. 

The  delay  will  greatly  postpone  the  accomplish- 
ment of  the  benevolent  purposes  of  the  law  creating 
the  fund,  and  do  injustice  to  those  who  have  contribu- 
ted to  it,  and  who,  by  the  delay,  will  be  deprived  of  its 
benefits. 

With  a  view  to  avoid  the  difficulties  which  hare 
heretofore  existed  on  this  subject,  an  order  has  been 
given  to  the  Fourth  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  to  make 
out,  at  the  end  of  each  quarter,  from  the  returns  of  the 
disbursing  officers,  a  statement  of  all  moneys  accruing 
to  the  Navy  Hospiul  fund  during  the  quarter,  and 
give  a  regular  certificate  of  the  amount,  that  a  war- 
rant may  be  issued  for  the  same  in  favor  of  the  agent 
of  the  fund.  By  this  means  it  will,  at  the  end  of  each 
quarter,  receive  all  the  money  to  which  it  is  entitled, 
and  the  "pay  of  the  Navy"  will  not  become  any  fur- 
ther indebted  to  it. 

In  September,  1823,  the  commissioners  purchased  a 
site  for  a  hospital  adjoining  the  navy  yard  at  Charles- 
town,  Massachusetts,  for  which  they  paid  $18,000, 
and  have  made  a  contract  for  another  site  near  the 
navy  yard  at  Brooklyn.  These  are  all  the  "measures 
they  have  adopted  to  carry  into  effect  the  provisions 
of  the  act."     Respectfully,  Ac. 

WILLIAM  H.  CRAWFORD. 
J.  C.  CALHOUN, 
SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Hon.  Speaker  of  the  hurue  of  Rep's. 

Theasibt  Dipahtmext, 

Fourth  Auditors  Office,  Jan.  26,  1824. 

Sib:  In  obedience  to  the  request  contained  in  your 
letter  of  the  21st  instant,  enclosing  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  relative  to  the  "Naval  Hos- 
pital Fund,"  I  have  the  honor  to  report : 

That,  fpom  the  26th  February,  1811.  to  the  31st  De- 
cember, 1823,  there  has  been  passed  to  the  credit  of 


the  said  fund  on  the  books  of  this  office,  and  those  of 
the  .Accountant  of  the  Navy,  the  sum  of  $187,918  81 
To  which  must  be  added  a  balance  stand- 
ing to  the  credit  of  the  "  Marine  Hos- 
pital Fund"  on  the  26jh  February, 
1811,  and  carried  to  the  credit  of  the 
"Naval  Hospital  Fund"    • 


From  this  sum  is  to  be  deducted  the 
amount  of  expenditures  to  30th  Sep- 
tember,  1821  -  -    $10,662  85 

Moneys  drawn  and  placed 
in  the  hands  of  the 
Treasurer  of  the  United 
States  .         -         -      43,335  87 

Moneys  drawn  in  Septem- 
ber,' 1823,  for  the  pay- 
ment of  land  purchased 
for  a  naval  hospital  site 
at  Boston      -         -         -       18.0<)0  00 


3,782  86 
$191,701   67 


I 


71,988  72 
$119,712  95 


Leaving  a  balance  to  the  credit  of  the  "  Naval  Hos- 
pital Fund"  on  the  book^  of  this  office,  on  the  3l8t 
December,  1823.  of  one  hundred  and  nineteen  thous- 
and seven  hundred  and  twelve  dollars  and  ninety-five 
cents,  the  whole  of  which  has  been  absorbed  in  the 
"pay  of  the  Navy,"  and  for  which  the  appropriation 
for  that  object  is  responsible. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  Ac. 

CONSTANT  FREEMAN,  Auditor. 

Hon.  S.  L.  South iRi»  Sec'ri/  Aory. 

RULES  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

The  resolution  yesterday  offered  by  Mr.  Lloyd 
(for  expunging  the  31st  rule  of  the  House,  which 
IS  in  the  word^  following  :  •'  A  motion  to  adjourn 
'  shall  be  always  in  order  if  after  four  o'clock  p. 
'  m.;  but,  before  that  hour,  it  shall  not  be  in  order, 
'  if  there  be  at  the  time  any  quesition  pending  be- 
'  fore  the  Hou>.e  ;  that,  and  the  motion  to  lie  on 
'  the  table,  shall  be  decided  without  debate,")  was 
taken  up  for  consideration. 

A  desultory  debate  arose  on  this  question,  in 
which  .Messr5.  Floyd,  Taylor,  of  New  York, 
Rich,  Stewart,  Whipple,  Little,  Alle.n,  of 
Massachusetts,  McCoy,  Kremer,Cdlplper,  Ran- 
dolph, McArthir,  and  Martindale,  took  part. 

The  amendment,  on  motion  of  Messrs.  Little 
and  McCoy,  was  successively  amended,  so  as  to  re- 
tain those  clauses  of  it  which  declare  that  the  mo- 
tion to  adjourn,  and  the  motion  to  lie  on  the  table, 
shall  be  decided  without  debate.  On  striking  out 
the  residue  of  the  rule,  which  forbids  a  motion  to 
adjourn  being  made  until  four  o'clock,  while  any 
question  is  pending  before  the  House,  the  yeas 
and  nays  were  called  by  Mr.  Taylor,  and  are  as 
follows : 

Ve AS— Messrs.  Abbot,  .Alexander  of  Virginia,  Alex- 
ander  of  Tennessee,  Allen  of  .Massachusetts,  Archer, 
Baylies.  P.  P.  Barbour,  J.  S.  Barbour,  Bartlett,  Brent, 
Buck,  Burton,  Cady,  Cambreleng,  Campbell  of  South 
Carolina,  Cary.  Clark,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Colhns,  Conner. 
Culpeper.  Cushman,  Cuthbert,  Day,  Durfee,  Dwinell, 
Eaton,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Edwards  of 
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North  Carolina,  Floyd,  Foot  of  Connecticut,  Forsyth> 
Frost,  Gist,  Govan,  Gurley,  Hall,  Hamilton,  Harvey, 
Hayden,  Hayward,  Herrick,  Hobart,  Hooks,  Jennings, 
F.  Johnson,  Lathrop,  Leftwich,  Litchfield,  Livermore, 
Livingston,  Locke,  NlcCoy,  McDuffie,  McKee,  McLane 
of  Delaware,  Mangum,  Mallary,  Moore  of  Alabama, 
Morgan,  Nelson,  Newton,  Plumer  of  New  Hampshire, 
Poinsett,  Prince,  Randolph,  Rankin,  Reed,  Reynolds, 
Richards,  Rives,  Rose,  Saunders,  Sandford,  Scott, 
Sharpe,  Sibley,  Alexander  Smith,  William  Smith, 
Spaight,  A.  Stevenson,  J.  Stephenson,  Ten  Eyck, 
Thompson  of  Georgia,  Tomlinson,  Tucker  of  Virginia, 
Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Vance  of  North  Carolina, 
Van  Rensselaer,  Williams  of  New  York,  Williams  of 
Virginia,  Williams  of  North  Carolina,  and  Wilaon  of 
South  Carolina — 95. 

Nays — Messrs.  Adams,  Barbour  of  Connecticut, 
Bassett,  Beecher,  Blair,  Breck,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Buckner,  Burleigh,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Cauedy,  Con- 
diet,  Cook,  Crafts,  Craig,  Crowninshield,  Dwight, 
Ellis,  Farrelly,  Findlay,  Foote  of  New  York,  Forward, 
Fuller,  Garrison,  Gatim,  Gailay,  Harris,  Henry,  Her- 
kimer, Hogeboom,  Holcombe,  Ingham,  Isacks,  Jenk- 
ins, J.  T.  Johnson,  Kent,  Kidder,  Kremer,  Lawrence, 
Lincoln,  Little,  Long,  Longfellow,  McArlhur,  Mc- 
Kean,  McKiro,  .McLean  of  Ohio,  Markley,  Martindale, 
Marvin,  Matlack,  Matson,  Mercer,  .Mitchell  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Moore  of  Kentucky,  O'Brien,  Owen,  Pat- 
terson of  Pennsylvania,  Patterson  of  Ohio,  Plumer  of 
Pennsylvania,  Rich,  Rogers,  Ross,  Sloane,  Arthur 
Smith,  Standefer,  Stewart,  Storrs,  Strong,  Swan, 
Taylor,  ThompHon  of  Kentucky,  Tod,  Tracy,  TrimbU*, 
Tyson,  Udree,  Vance  of  Ohio,  Vinton.  Wayne,  Whip- 
ple, Whittlesey,  White,  Wickliffe,  Henry  Wilson, 
Wilson  of  Ohio.  Wood,  and  Wrij:ht— 89. 

The  said  thirty-first  rule,  as  thus  amended,  is  as 
follows : 

•'A  motion  to  adjourn  shall  be  always  in  order  ;  that 
motion,  and  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table,  shall  be 
decided  without  debate." 

GENERAL  APPROPRI.\TION  BILL. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on 
the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
Government  for  the  year  IS24,  was  taken  up,  and 
the  amendments  agreed  to  in  Committee  were  in 
part  agreed  to. 

The  question  being  on  concurring   in  the  ap- 

{iropriation  of  S25,000for  the  north  portico  of  the 
'resident's  bouse — 

Mr.  CuaHMAN,  of  Maine,  addressed  the  House 
to  the  following  effect: 

Mr.  Speaker :  I  ho()e  the  article  under  consid- 
eration will  be  retained  in  the  bill ;  and  I  appeal 
to  the  good  sense  and  patriotism  of  the  House  for 
.<;upport ;  nor  do  I  despair  'of  assistance  from  gen- 
tlemen in  who:(e  nature  the  principles  of  economy 
seem  to  be  deeply  radicated.  It  appears  from 
statements  already  made,  that  the  portico,  to  erect 
which,  the  appropriation  is  required,  is  a  part  of 
the  original  plan  of  the.  house  built  for  the  use  of 
our  Presidents.  It  is  to  be  presumed  that  the  edi- 
fice, at  some  period  of  our  Republic,  is  to  be 
finished.  The  present,  on  various  accounts,  ap- 
pears to  be  the  proper  time  to  carry  on  the  work 
to  completion.  Our  country  is  at  peace  with  all 
the  world,  and,  rich  in  resources,  can  command 
ample  funds  ;  the  materials  for  building  are  cheap; 


the  price  of  labor  is  low ;  the  Treasury  is  in  a  con- 
dition to  afford  the  expenditure;  and  there  seems 
to  be  a  laudable  spirit  to  countenance  economy, 
and  to  protect  domestic  industry  ;  and  on  the  prin- 
ciples of  economy,  and  for  the  benefit  of  industry, 
among  other  reasons,  I  urge  the  appropriation. 
If  adequate  sums  should  be  granted,  the  public 
edifices,  in  the  course  of  two  years,  will  be  brought 
to  such  perfection,  that  the  skill  and  superinten- 
dence of  the  architects  may  be  dispensed  with, 
together  with  the  principal  artificers,  and  most  of 
the  workmen  ;  and  hereby  a  great  saving  of  ex- 
pense will  be  made  to  the  nation.  These  consid- 
erations address  themselves  with  great  force  to 
our  passion  for  economy  ;  and,  if  we  consult  its 
true  maxims,  we  shall  certainly  grant  the  appro- 
priation. But  there  are  other  reasons.  The  por- 
tico, when  completed,  will  be  not  merely  an  or- 
namental, but  a  useful  appendage. 

The  house  of  the  President  resembles,  in  some 
respects,  a  city  set  on  a  hill — it  cannot  be  hid. 
It  becomes  the  dignified  resort  of  citizens  and 
strangers;  the  attractive  point  of  all  official  char- 
acters, both  of  the  United  States  and  of  foreign 
Governments.  Here,  al^o,  are  to  be  seen,  on 
suitable  occasions,  brilliant  assemblages  of  both 
sexes — a  bright  constellation  of  beauty  and  ac- 
complishments. If  it  be  asked.  For  what  pur- 
pose ?  The  answer  is,  to  smooth  the  asperities  of 
human  nature;  to  harmonize  what  is  harsh  or 
discordant  in  the  mind  ;  to  refine  the  social  affec- 
tions ;  to  interchange  civilities  ;  to  pay  respect  to 
the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  nation  and  his  family  ; 
to  relieve  the  Stale-worn  patriot  from  the  monoto- 
nous scene  of  business ;  to  cherish  a  virtuous 
emulation,  and  to  foster  good  feelings. 

And  do  not  reason  and  propriety  require  that 
the  convenience  and  elegance  of  the  mansion 
should  be  adapted  to  the  station  and  dignity  of 
the  occupant,  and  to  the  respectability,  refinement, 
and  delicacy,  of  his  guests?  Ought  not  every 
circumstance  and  appurtenance  conspire  to  give 
pleasure,  and  to  make  a  favorable  impression  of 
our  national  character  and  taste?  But,  sir,  what 
IS  the  fact  ?  Need  I  remind  you  of  the  serious  in- 
conveniences to  be  encountered  on  an  inclement 
evening,  in  descending  from  the  carriage,  or  re- 
turning from  the  saloon  ?  If  the  healthy  and  ro- 
bust of  our  sex  have  nothing  to  fear  from  the  cold 
and  dampening  snows,  the  drenching  rains,  the 
piercing  winds,  or  the  noxious  vapors,  are  these 
elemenul  annoyances  attended  with  no  ill  effects 
to  the  fairer  and  more  delicate  portion  of  our  race  ? 
Must  they  be  debarred  the  social  pleasures  of  life, 
the  interviews  of  friendship,  or  be  obliged  to  enjoy 
them  at  the  expense  of  their  health  and  safety? 
Shall  I,  Mr.  Speaker,  be  more  explicit  ?  It  were 
useless,  before  such  an  assembly  as  this.  1  know 
your  urbanity.  I  dulv  appreciate  the  gallant  spirit 
of  this  House.  To  these  I  appeal,  in  behalf  of 
those,  to  accommodate  whom,  the  generous  gladly 
labor,  and  for  whose  protection  the  brave  as  cheer- 
fully expose  themselves  to  hardships,  to  sufferings, 
and  wounds. 

There  are,  however,  other  strong  inducements. 
I  ask,  in  the  language  of  the  Roman  orator,  but 
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not  with  the  same  views,  "  Qyuim  reviptiblicam  ha- 
bemm  7  In  qua  urh  viHmua  7"  Is  it  not  the  Re- 
public which  owes  its  existence  to  the  wisdom 
and  valor  of  our  sages  and  heroes  ?  Is  it  not  the 
city  which  bears  the  proud  name  of  Washing- 
ton ?  And  are  we  not  emulous  to  give  suitable 
dignity  to  the  one,  and  appropriate  decorations  to 
the  other?  The  Capitol,  m  which  we  exert  our 
talents  and  display  our  eloquence  for  the  common 
defence  and  general  welfare,  stands  on  an  emi- 
nence which  overlooks  a  vast  extent  of  country. 
As  far  as  the  eye  can  extend  its  vision,  the  rural 
scenery  around  borders  on  the  sublime  and  beau- 
tiful ;  and,  tome,  it  seems  that  this  site,  and  land- 
scape, and  the  objects  presented  to  view,  invite 
us,  with  a  powerful,  though  silent,  eloquence,  to 
give  to  the  metropolisof  our  nation  correspondent 
magnificence  and  beauty. 

The  proud  oppressors  of  the  earth,  at  different 
periods  of  time,  have  erected  cities  to  their  own 
fame,  and  adorned  them  with  spoils  of  conquered 
nations^  Not  so  is  it  with  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton. The  people  of  the  United  Slates,  prompted 
by  motives  which  do  honor  to  the  Republican 
character,  decreed  it,  and  are  rearinrj  it  up  to 
perpetuate  the  name  of  the  Father  of  his  Country. 
As  long  as  our  Republic  shall  remain,  it  will  be 
a  standing  monument  to  his  glory. 

And  will  it  not  be  gratifying  to  the  best  feelings 
of  patriotism,  and  become  a  noble  excitement  to 
emulation,  to  behold  the  stalely  structures  corres- 
ponding to  the  greatness  of  his  achievements,  re- 
flecting the  splendor  of  his  talents  and  the  munifi- 
cence of  his  virtues.  But,  in  all  things,  Mr. 
Speaker,  I  would  observe  tlie  golden  mean.  I 
am  no  advocate  for  extravajjani  expense,  empty 
parade,  and  useless  ostentation.  I  only  aim  at 
simple  grandeur.  But  I  certainly  entertain  the 
opinion  that,  of  all  governments,  a  republic  ought 
to  appear  with  sober  pomp  and  modest  splendor. 
Not  the  dazzling  radiance  of  a  throne  is  here  re- 
flected ;  but  the  mild  lustre,  the  serene  majesty, 
of  the  sovereign  people. 

Whatever  be  the  intrinsic  excellence  of  an  in- 
dividual, it  not  unfrequently  happens,  that,  for  the 
want  of  a  certain  decorum,  a  bland  manner,  or  an 
ingratiating  deportment,  his  superior  endowments 
are  of  diminished  utility  to  himself  and  to  his 
fellow-men.  "Dead  flies  cause  the  ointment  of 
the  apothecary  to  send  forth  an  unsavory  per- 
fume; so  doth  a  little  folly  him  who  is  in  reputa- 
tion for  wisdom  and  honor."  It  is  the  same  with 
government.  For  the  want  of  a  smooth  and  at- 
tractive exterior,  by  which  the  harsh  features  of 
power  are  softened,  it,  alienates  public  opinion, 
and  loses  somewhat  of  its  authority  to  promote 
the  public  good.  Hence,  the  wisdom  of  giving  to 
our  Republic,  and  all  appurtenant,  those  graceful 
decorations,  which,  by  the  law  of  our  nature,  con- 
ciliate attachment  and  engage  esteem. 

In  the  course  of  my  reading,  I  have  somewhere 
met  with  an  observation  of  this  import — '-Great 
men  first  make  the  government,  and  then  the 
government  makes  great  men."'  Certain  it  is, 
that  our  Government  was  founded  by  men  pre- 
eminently great.     And  It  IS  equally  true  that  they 


endowed  it  with  the  capacity  to  produce  their  own 
likeness.  "My  heart's  desire,  and  even  prayer  to 
God,"  is,  that  this  native  tendency,  or  inherent 
capacity,  may  never  be  counteracted  or  impaired 
by  a  short-sighted,  narrow-minded,  heart-sicken- 
ing,  energy-destroying  policy.  I  have  no  sympa- 
thies in  common  with  those  politicians,  on  what- 
ever part  of  the  globe  they  may  dwell,  who  are 
for  waging  an  exterminating  war  with  all  that  is 
decorous  and  ornamental  in  society  ;  whose  policy, 
whatever  be  their  motive,  tends  to  replunge  the 
civilized  world  into  the  depths  of  Gothic  igno- 
rance and  grossness,  and.  Vandal-like,  to  involve 
the  lofty  column,  the  magnificent  dome,  the  superb 
structures,  the  proud  monuments  of  art,  the  boast 
and  glory  of  refined  ages,  together  with  the  works 
of  genius  and  taste,  in  one  indiscriminate  ruin. 
It  is  the  office  of  the  statesman  not  to  pull  down, 
but  to  build  up;  not  to  deteriorate,  but  to  im- 
prove his  country.  And  the  genuine  patriot,  in 
the  work  of  amelioration  and  embelliihment,  will 
feel  the  generous  ardor,  the  noble  enthusiasm,  of 
the  poet  who  paints  for  eternity.  Our  Republic 
is  not  destined  to  crawl  on  the  ground,  and  feed 
on  dust,  like  the  serpent.  It  is  now  erect,  and  in 
the  image  of  its  creators.  Its  genius,  like  theirs, 
is  elevated  and  noble.  The  American  Eagle  is 
capable  of  a  flight  as  lofty,  and,  in  the  cause  of 
liberty  and  humanity,  far  more  glorious,  than  the 
Roman.  This  emblem  of  our  greatness  already 
appears  with  healing  under  her  wings,  which,  in 
due  time,  1  trust,  will  bo  benignly  extended  over 
all  oppressed  nations. 

Mr.  McArthlr,  of  Ohio,  rose  in  reply.  He 
should  not  attempt,  hesaid.to  follow  thegentleman 
from  Maine,  in  all  the  windings  of  the  learned 
speech  hehad  justdelivered.  FurhimselT, hewasa 
backwoodsman,  brought  up  in  tents  and  camps, 
and  not  practised  in  making  fine  speeches;  but 
he  thought  it  was  sufficiently  plain  that  this  por- 
tico was  not  a  matter  of  any  necessity,  and  had 
better  be  dispensed  with.  He  believed,  according 
to  appearances,  that  we  should  be  at  no  loss  in 
finding  a  tenant  for  the  House  without  more  re- 
pairs. The  building  was  now  complete,  and,  in 
his  judgment,  better  without  the  portico  than  with 
it.  The  portico,  which  had  just  been  completed, 
was,  he  believed,  but  little  used,  if  at  all.  He  did 
not,  to  be  sure,  profess  to  be  very  intimate  at  the 
President's  house,  but  he  had  frequently  passed  it, 
and  never  yet  .saw  the  south  portico  occupied,  or 
used  in  any  way.  As  to  the  difficulty  of  getting 
there  in  bad  weather,  there  is  no  compulsion  which 
obliges  us  to  visit  th'e  President's  house  while 
the  weather  is  bad,  or,  at  least,  to  take  the  fair 
ladies  there  of  whom  the  gentleman  had  spoken. 
He  could  not  but  consider  the  proposed  item  of 
appropriation  as  a  useless  expense,  especially  when 
we  recollect  that  the  nation  has  a  debt  yet  hang- 
ing over  it  of  ninety  millions  of  dollars.  As  to 
the  magnificence  of  this  Hall  and  the  Capitol,  to 
which  the  gentleman  had  alluded,  the  expendi- 
ture to  produce  it  was,  in  a  great  measure,  money 
thrown  away.  This  Hall,  as  a  place  for  speaking, 
was  nearly  useless — it  was  merely  by  accident  that 
any  thing  could  be  heard  at  his  seat  that  was  read 
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from  the  Clerk's  table — members  voted  in  the 
dark — and  might  be  voting  away  the  public  money 
without  knowing  it,  for  the  want  of  distinctly 
bearing  ihe  resolutions  read  at  the  Clerk's  table. 
Government  would  yet  have  to  abandon  it,  and 
build  a  plain  square  room,  where  members  could 
bear  what  each  other  said.  He,  therefore,  thought 
that  the  style  of  this  Hall  ought  to  be  no  guide  in 
erecting  our  public  buildings  ;  and  he  hoped  never 
to  see  it  followed.  He  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  agreeing  to  the  appropriation. 

Mr.  Kremer,  of  Pennsylvania,  said  he  had  no 
interest  in  this  portico,  and  he  could  not  vote  in 
favor  of  it.  He  was  one  of  those  who  went  upon 
the  old  Republican  principles  ;  he  had  started  in 
*98  on  those  principles,  and  he  meant  to  adhere  to 
them.  He  could  not  see  any  valuable  end  to  be 
answered  by  adding  another  portico  to  the  Presi- 
dent's house,  unless,  indeed,  it  was  to  make  a 
monument  of  what  the  gentleman  called  "  simple 
grandeur."  Perhaps  the  gentleman  might  think 
this  Hall,  too,  was  a  monument  of  "  simple  gran- 
deur"— but,  for  his  part,  Mr.  K.  said,  he  thought 
it  was  a  monument  of  pride  and  extravagance, 
and  not  of  old  Republican  principles.  He  could 
not  undertake  to  answer  the  gentleman's  fine 
speech  ;  to  him,  a  great  part  of  it  was  unintelligible; 
and,  in  reply  to  some  quotations  he  had  made  in 
it,  from  a  dead  language,  he  should  answer  in  his 
own  mother  German  tongue:  kh  Juibe  es  nitht 
9eTStan(Un*  He  did  not  believe  that  any  man  had 
a  right  to  entail  debt  upon  posterity.  Congress, 
to  be  sure,  had  the  power  to  do  .so,  but  they  could 
not  doit  on  any  moral  principle.  And,  before 
we  set  about  making  monuments  of  "  simple  gran- 
deur" we  had  belttr  be  sure  that  we  have  the 
money  to  make  them  in  our  pocket.  He  did  not 
think  Congress  had  a  right  even  to  put  up  a  neces- 
sary building,  till  we  were  able  to  pay  for  it — [a 
laugh,  and  a  call  to  order.)  As  to  this  portico,  it 
was,  in  his  opinion,  as  unnecessary  as  a  fifih  wheel 
to  a  wagon.  Thegonlleman,  to  be  sure,  had  made 
a  long  speech  about  it,  and  it  might  be  oratory, 
for  aught  he  knew,  but  it  ceriainly  had  nothing 
of  solid  reasoning  it. 

Mr.  HoGtBoo.M,  of  New  York,  rose  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  information  from  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Buildings, 
(Mr.  CusH.MAN,)  whether  much  eij^ense  had  al- 
ready been  incurred  in  preparing  materials  for  the 
proposed  portico.  He  did  not  consider  the  build- 
ing of  this  portico  as  a  matter  very  necessary,  but 
if  much  expense  had  been  gone  into  to  provide  for 
it,  it  might,  perhaps  be  better  to  go  on  with  it;  if 
not,  he  thought  the  money  might  be  much  better 
applied  to  repairing  the  injuries  in  the  wall  which 
surrounds  the  enclosure  ot  the  President's  house, 
and  in  smoothing  away  some  of  the  precipices  in 
the  bank  within  it,  which  are  now  so  unsightly. 

Mr.  Sharpe,  of  New  York,  made  a  farther  in- 
quiry about  some  stone  which  were  dressed,  and 
lay  in  front  ol  the  Capitol. 

Mr.  CusHMAN  explained. 

When  the  question  was  taken  on  the  appropri- 

*  I  did'nt  understand  the  gentleman. 


ation,  and  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  65,  nays 
115,  as  follows : 

Yei8 — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Alli- 
son, Archer,  J.  8.   Barbour.    Bartiett,   Breck,   Brent, 
Brown,  Burton,  Cambreleng,  Campbell  of  South  Car- 
olina, Cobb,  Cook,  Crowninshield,  Cuehman,  Durfe«, 
Dwinell,  Dwight,  Ellis,  Farrelly,  Forsyth,  Fuller,  Go- 
van,  Gurley,    Hamilton,    Hayward,    Kent,    Lincoln, 
Longfellow,   McDuffie,   McKee,    McKim,  McLane  of 
Delaware,  Markley,  Martindale,  Mercer,  Miller,  Moore 
of  Alabama,    Morgan,    Nelson,   Newton,    Plumer  of 
New    Hanapshire,    Poinsett,  Reed,  Reynolds,    Rivea, 
Rose,    Saunders,   Sharpe,    Stoddard,  Strong,  Taylor, 
Ten  Eyck,  Tod,  Tracy,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Vance  of 
North  Carolina,  Van    Rensselaer,  Wayne,  Whipple, 
Whitman,  Wood,  and  Wright. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander  of  Tennessee,  Allen  of 
Tennessee,  Baylies,  Barber  of  Connecticut,  P.P.  Bar- 
bour, Bas6ett,Beecher,  Blair,  Buchanan,  Buck,  Buck- 
ner,  Burleigh,  Cady,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Carter,  Cary, 
Clark,  Cocke,  Collins,  Condict,  Conner,  Crafts,  Craig, 
Cuipeper,  Cuthbert,  Day,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania, 
Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Findlay,  Floyd,  Foot  of 
Connecticut,  Foote  of  New  York,  Frost,  Garrison, 
Gatlin,  Gazlay,  Gist,  Hall,  Harris,  Hayden,  Henry, 
Herrick,  Hogeboom,  Hooks,  Houston,  Ingham,  Isacks, 
.lennings,  J.  T.  Johnson,  F.  Johnson,  Kidder,  Kremer, 
Lathrop,  Lawrence,  Leftwich,  Letcher,  Litchfield, 
Livermore,  Livingston,  Long,  McArlhur,  McCoy.  Mc- 
Kean,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Mangum,  Marvin,  Matlack, 
Matson,  Metcalfe,  Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania,  Moore  of 
Kentucky,  O'Brien,  Owen,  Patterson  of  Pennsylvania, 
Patterson  of  Ohio,  Plumer  of  Pennsylvania,  Prince, 
Randolph,  Rankin,  Richards,  Rich,  Rogers,  Ross,  Sand- 
ford,  Scott,  Sibley,  Sloane,  Arthur  Smith,  Alexander 
Smyth,  William  Smith,  Spaight,  Standefer,  A.  Ste- 
venson, J.  Stevenson,  Swan,  Thompson  of  Georgia, 
Thompson  of  Kentucky,  Tomlinson,  Trimble,  Tucker 
of  South  Carolina,  Tyson,  Udree,  Vance  of  Ohio, 
Vinton,  Webster,  Whittlesey,  While,  WicklifTe,  Wil- 
liams of  New  York,  Williams  of  Virginia,  Williams  of 
North  Carolina,  James  Wilson,  Henry  Wilson,  Wil- 
son of  South  Carolina,  Wilson  of  Ohio. 

On  the  item  of  appropriation  for  public  walks 
in  front  of  the  lots  and  ground  belonging  to  the 
United  Sfates,  in  the  city  of  Washington,  S5,000, 
a  debate  arose  of  a  somewhat  desultory  character. 

Mr.  Cocke,  of  Tennessee,  said,  that  when  he 
looked  at  the  appropriations  proposed,  and  heard 
the  gentlemen  from  Maine  suppwrt  them  by  telling 
us  that  we  have  an  overflowing  Treasury,  it  put 
him  in  mind  of  a  boy  who  had  received  from  his 
papa  a  supply  of  pocket  money  ;  he  thinks  it  will 
never  be  gone,  and  is  engaged  only  in  contriving 
ways  in  which  he  can  spend  it.  We  have,  to  be 
sure,  said  Mr.  C,  got  some  money  now  in  the 
Treasury  ;  but  do  we  forget  that  whatever  we  for- 
bear spending  out  of  it  will  go  toward  defraying 
our  public  debt  ?  or  do  not  gentlemen  remember 
that,  next  year,  there  will  be  twenty-six  millions 
of  that  debt  to  be  paid  ?  If  we  squander  away 
our  resources  as  soon  as  they  come  into  the  Trea- 
sury, we  shall  bequeath  to  our  posterity  a  large 
debt,  which  ought  to  have  been  paid  by  ourselves, 
and  which  we  ought  to  be  paying,  now, in  a  time 
of  profound  peace.  To  give  away  our  money,  to 
make  foot-paths  for  the  people  of  Washington,  is 
not  the  way  to  do  this,  nor  are  these  fine  gravel 
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walks  at  all  necessary.  We  are  told,  to  be  sure, 
by  the  gentleman  from  Maine,  who  deals  so  much 
in  gallantry,  that  he  is  afraid  the  ladies  may  muddy 
ibeir  toes  in  coming  up  to  the  Capitol  to  hear  the 
members  make  speeches.  But,  for  his  part,  Mr. 
C.  said,  he  thought  the  present  walks  were  quite 
sufficient  for  all  useful  purposes. 

Mr.  Kremer  thought  with  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee.  He  had,  for  one,  found  no  difficulty 
"whatever  in  going  about  the  city,  or  in  getting  up 
to  the  House ;  and,  if  ladies  do  muddy  their  toes,  why 
let  them  e'en  stay  at  home,  and  not  come  crowd- 
ing the  galleries  of  this  House.  For  his  part,  the 
travelling  was  convenient  enough  for  him — he 
found  no  difficulty  from  the  mud.  Nothing  in 
life  was,  in  his  opinion,  valuable,  but  as  it  was 
useful.  The  nation  wants  money,  and  how  do 
gentlemen  propose  to  get  it  ?  By  loans  ?  No. 
By  direct  taxes  ?  Not  at  all.  But  by  transfer,  the 
raost  iniquitous  of  all  modes  of  paying  debts. 
Look  at  England.  It  was  not  long  since  her  debt 
was  only  a  small  sum,  and  now  it  was  grown  to 
the  enormous  amount  of  upwards  of  a  thousand 
millions  of  pounds  sterling  ;  and  so  heavy  was  her 
load  of  taxes  that  land  in  that  country  would  not 
fetch  half  its  value.  This  course  was  beginniag 
10  be  pursued  here;  nay,  it  had  been  pursued,  and 
that  too  long  already. 

Mr.  Cocke  called  for  the  reading  of  an  act  re- 
lating to  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  public  lots  in 
Wa>hington  ;  and  it  was  read  accordingly. 

Mr.  Tavlor,  of  New  York,  thought  that  this 
act,  instead  of  weighing  any  thing  against  the  pro- 
posed appropriation,  rather  showed  that  Congress 
is  bound  to  make  the  pavement.  There  is  an  un- 
expended balante  of  the  proceeds  of  these  sales  now 
in  the  Treasury,  and  it  ought,  according  to  the 
provisions  of  this  act,  to  be  applied  to  objects  of  this 
description.  The  act  passed  two  years  since,  and 
to  which  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  had  allu- 
ded as  a  proof  of  our  liberality  to  the  citizens  of 
Washington,  was  merely  to  change  the  location 
of  a  canal,  and,  when  that  is  completed,  the 
balance  of  the  proceeds  of  sales  rausfrelurn  into 
the  Treasury,  &c. 

Mr.  Cocke  explained.  Nearly  two  millions  of 
dollars  had  arisen  from  the  sales  of  public  property 
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in  this  citv,  and  what  had  become  of  it  was  not 
easy  to  tell,  unless  it  had  been  divided  among  the 
citizens  of  Washington.  Only  §18,000  of  a,  he 
believed,  ever  reached  the  Treasury  ;  and  that  has 
no  sooner  got  in  than  we  have  a  plan  to  draw  it 
out  again. 

Mr.  CusHMAN  replied  to  Mr.  Cocke.  He  had 
not  said,  we  have  an  "overflowing  Treasury." 
There  were,  he  believed,  about  six  millions  in  the 
Treasury,  and  the  sum  he  proposed  to  draw  from 
it,  for  the  portico,  was  only  §26,000,  which  would 
not  make  any  great  hole  in  it.  As  to  what  had 
fallen  from  the  gentleman  in  relation  to  his  speech, 
he  did  not  profess  to  deal  in  wit,  and  therefore  he 
should  not  attempt  to  answer  it.  He  was  a  plain 
man,  and  aimed  only  at  speaking  common  sense. 
In  relation  to  the  particular  item  now  under  con- 
siJeraiiou,  he  said  he  thought  the  citizens  of  Wash- 
ington had  expended  much,  both  of  money  and 


labor,  to  improve  their  city  and  to  accommodate 
the  members  of  Congress ;  and,  as  they  had  to 
make  these  walks  in  front  of  their  own  property,  it 
was  fit  that  Government  should  do  as  much  for 
property  which  belonged  to  the  public. 

Mr.  Bgck,  of  Vermont,  wished  to  know  whether 
the  §18,00{^  referred  to  as  proceeds  of  sales,  is  still 
in  the  hands  of  the  Commissioner,  or  has  been 
paid  into  the  Treasury  ;  in  the  former  case,  let  the 
Commissioner  apply  it  at  once  to  this  object;  in 
the  latier  we  must  put  an  appropriation  for  it  into 
the  bill.  The  object  of  the  appropriation  now 
under  consideration,  Mr.  B.  thought,  was  a  proper 
one. 

Mr.  Taylor  called  for  the  reading  of  a  state- 
ment from  '-Burch's  Digest,"  showing  how  the 
moneys  from  the  sale  of  public  property  in  Wash- 
ington had  been  applied.  [The  statement  was 
read;  from  which  it  appears  that  the  money  has 
been  expended  in  building  the  Capitol,  Ac.} 

Mr.  Mercer,  of  Virginia,  agreed  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  Vermont,  (Mr.  Buck,)  that  the 
whole  question  was,  whether  the  money  still  re- 
mained in  the  hands  of  the  Commissioner,  or  a 
special  appropriation  was  necessary.  This,  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Cocke)  had  not 
told  the  House.  Mr.  M.  also  suggested  that  the 
charter,  granted  to  the  ciiy,  ought  to  be  ex- 
amined, to  see  how  far  Congress  has  bound  it- 
self to  improve  the  ground  in  front  of  public  pro- 
perty. It  still  holds,  he  believed,  five  thousand 
lots  in  the  city,  the  extent  of  whose  fronts  would 
probably  amount  to  thirty  miles.  Mr.  M.  entirely 
coincided  in  the  sentiment  of  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Maine,  that  there  was  not  the  least 
ground  of  complaint  against  the  inhabitants  of 
Washington — they  were  not  his  constituents — he 
had  no  more  interest  in  them  than  other  gentle- 
men ;  but  he  sympathized  with  them,  from  the 
bottom  of  his  soul,  in  the  burdens  they  had  to  sus- 
tain, and  he  thought  they  had  shown  an  enterprise 
in  improving  the  city,  tiighly  honorable  to  their 
character,  and  entitling  them  to  the  consideration 
of  Congress,  their  only  guardians. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  this  item  of  ap- 
propriation, and  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative 

yeas  94,  nays  49. 

On  the  clause  introduced  by  Mr.  Cocke,  which 
provides,  that  no  person  rectiving  an  annual  sal- 
ary from  the  United  Stales  shall  receive  any  thing 
in  addition  thereto  for  any  .service  whatever,  by 
way  of  perquisite  or  extra  compensation,  except 
fees  of  office  established  by  law,  a  debate  arose, 
which  occasionally  grew  very  warm. 

On  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Forsyth,  of  Georgia, 
the  proviso  was  modified  by  the  addition  of  the 
word  "official."  so  as  to  make  it  read  "for  any 
official  service,"  &.c. 

Mr.  Cook,  of  Illinois,  was  of  opinion  that  the 
proviso,  as  modified,  was  a  bad  one,  and,  without 
the  modification,  a  very  bad  one.  If  he  understood 
its  operation,  it  would  be  to  prevent  any  person 
holding  an  office,  such,  for  instance,  as  a  Governor 
of  a  Territory,  from  being  temporarily  employed 
to  discharge  any  other  function  to  which  emolu- 
ment was  attached— such,  for  example,  as  nego- 
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tiating  an  Indian  treaty — although  that  person 
might,  of  all  others,  be  the  best  fitted  to  discharge 
that  duty. 

Mr.  Forsyth  replied,  in  explanation,  that  the 
proviso  would  not  have  this  operation.  It  applied 
only  to  the  receiving  of  extra  pay  or  perquisites 
for  the  discharge  of  duties  which  belong  to  the 
very  office  held,  and  not  to  those  of  another  office. 

Mr.  Cook  thought  it  would  be  found  to  bear  on 
a  part  of  the  system  now  sanctioned  for  the  com- 
pensation of  the  officers  of  the  Navy,  and  to  some 
of  those  of  the  Army  also. 

Mr.  Cocke  explained,  that  it  could  touch  none 
of  those  persons,  as  they  did  not  receive  "  an  an- 
nual salary  "but  monthly  pay  and  perquisites, and 
even  those  latter  were  all  regulated  by  law. 

Mr.  Cook  rejoined— He  still  thought  it  would 
prevent  the  temporary  employment  of  salaried 
persons  in  the  discharge  of  other  duties,  unless  they 
would  consent  to  perform  the  duty  for  nothing. 

Mr.  Cocke  thought  it  was  strange  that  the 
metiiber  from  Illinois  should  be  so  zealous  on  this 
subject,  when  he  had  formerly  been  equally  zeal- 
ous in  opposing  a  measure  of  the  kind  he  now 
advocates,  in  relation  to  the  investigation  of  the 
affairs  of  certain  land  offices  in  his  own  State. 

Mr.  Cook  repelled  the  insinuation— The  mem- 
ber from  Tennessee  talked,  as  usual,  about  what 
he  did  not  understand — but  he  had  been  in  the 
habit  of  doing  this  .so  frequently,  that  the  House 
had  given  him  a  sort  of  prescriptive  right  to  speak 
about  matters  of  which  he  was  ignorant.  Yet  the, 
member  ought  not  to  mislead  the  House  on  points 
of  facts  which  he  did  understand.  [.Mr.  Cook 
then  explained  the  circumstances  to  which  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  had  alluded,  and  de- 
fied and  invited  scrutiny.]  He  insisted  that  the 
proviso  could  be  productive  of  no  economy  ;  fbr, 
as  these  extra  duties  must  be  performed  by  some- 
body, and  that  somebody  must  be  paid  for  perform- 
ing them,  all  that  this  proviso  would  do,  would  be 
to  lie  the  hands  of  the  President  from  employing 
the  most  suitable  person  to  perform  them,  because 
such  person  might  happen  to  enjoy  an  annual 
salary,  for  something  else,  not  incompatible  in  its 
nature. 

Mr.  Cocke  replied,  and  declared  that  his  only 
object,  and  the  only  effect  of  the  proviso  would  be 
to  cut  off  perquisites,  which  rested  on  custom  and 
not  on  law,  from  certain  salaried  officers  who  now 
received  them.  By  this  he  believed  the  public 
good  would  be  promoted,  which  was  his  sole  in- 
ducement in  offering  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  understanding  that 
the  gentleman  meant  to  exclude  extra  pay  only 
when  given  for  duties  properly  belonginp^  to  the 
office  of  the  person  who  performed  them"  offered 
an  amendment  to  make  the  proviso  read  in  the 
words  following:  "for  any  official  duties  what- 
soever, appertaining  to  the  office  for  which  said 
salary  shall  be  received." 

Mr.  Buck  thought  that  nothioj^  would  be  gained 
by  the  proviso.  It  would  only  prevent  clerks 
III  the  offices  from  being  employed  orit  of  oj^e 
houn  in  duties  to  which,  of  all  other  persons,  they 
were  most  competent,  but  which  it  would  be  un- 


reasonable to  expect  them  to  perform  without  extra 
allowance.  If  the  proviso  was  adopted,  these  du- 
ties must  be  given  to  somebody  else  to  do,  not, 
probably,  half  so  well  acquainted  with  the  per- 
formance of  them.  It  has  besides  a  squinting  to- 
wards restricting  the  powers  of  the  President  in 
the  proper  discharge  of  his  duty. 

Mr.  Gazlay,  of  Ohio,  wishing  better  to  under- 
stand the  proviso  and  its  operation,  moved  to  lay 
the  bill  on  the  table,  and  to  order  the  amendment 
to  be  printed. 

This  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Tracy,  of  New  York,  apprehended  that  the 
mover  of  the  amendment  was  hardly  aware  of  the 
extent  to  which  its  terms  would  operate.  No 
doubt  there  existed  some  abuses,  which  it  might 
remove  ;  but,  before  he,  for  one,  could  consent  to 
its  adoption,  he  must  have  a  clearer  knowledge  of 
the  cases  to  which  it  would  apply.  It  appeared  to 
him  to  be  too  crude — it  embraced  too  much,  and 
was  too  indefinitely  worded,  to  be  adopted  in  its 
present  shape.  There  are  certain  allowances  to 
some  of  the  officers,  both  of  the  Army  and  Navy, 
he  believed,  which,  having  been  sanctioned  by 
usage,  form  a  part  of  their  support,  and  did  form 
a  part  of  it  when  they  accepted  their  commissions, 
but  which  probably  have  never  been  expressly 
sanctioned  by  law.  He  would  not  say  whether 
these  ought  all  to  continue,  but  it  was  very  possible 
that  many  of  them  were  right  and  proper.  At  all 
events,  he  wanted  a  fuller  view  of  the  facts  before 
he  was  prepared  to  legislate  upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  Cocke  explained. — the  proviso  was  not  in- 
tended to  touch  the  proper  emoluments  of  either 
the  Army  or  Navy.  It  might  reach  the  case  of 
certain  Generals,  who,  besides  their  annual  salary, 
received  rations,  quarters,  &c.,  not  sanctioned  by 
any  law.  It  would  reach  the  case  of  the  Attorney 
General,  who,  whenever  he  performed  any  duty 
out  of  court,  and  at  his  own  lodgings,  must  have 
extra  fees,  &c.  He  was  sure  that  his  friend  from 
New  York,  who  had  rendered  him  such  important 
aid  on  a  former  occasion,  in  preventing  defaulters 
from  receiving  their  salaries  till  their  accounts 
were  adjusted,  would,  if  he  rightly  understood  the 
present  proviso,  give  it  his  hearty  support.* 

•  To  the  Editors  of  the  National  Intelligencer  ; 

The  Intelligencer  of  this  morning  contains  a  debate 
in  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes,  on  a  clause  proposed 
by  Mr.  Cocke,  of  Tennessee,  to  be  introduced  into  the 
appropriation  bill,  and  providing  that  no  person  re- 
ceiving an  annual  salary  from  the  United  States,  shall 
receive  any  thing  in  addition  thereto,  for  any  service 
whatever,  by  way  of  perquisite,  or  extra  compensation, 
except  fees  of  office,  established  by  law.  On  the  sug- 
gestion of  Mr.  Forsyth,  the  proviso  was  modified  by 
the  addition  of  the  word  official,  so  as  to  make  it  read, 
"  IVo  person  receiving  an  annual  salary  from  the  Uni- 
ted States,  shall  receive  any  thing  in  addition  thereto, 
for  any  official  services."  In  the  course  of  the  debate, 
Mr.  Cocke  is  reported  to  have  said,  among  other 
things,  that  "  this  proviso  would  reach  the  case  oi  the 
Attorney  General,  who,  whenever  he  performed  any 
duty  out  of  court,  and  at  his  own  lodgings,  must  have 
extra  fees,"  &,c.  The  remark,  taken  in  connexion 
with  the   subject-matter,  is   calculated    to  make  the 
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Mr.  Tracy  replied,  that  he  had  supported  the 
former  measure,  and  was  happy  in  perceiving  that 
its  adoption  had  led  to  benencial  consequences. 
But,  he  was  not  prepared  to  strip  salaried  persons 
of  all  that  part  of  their  income  which  was  derived 
from  perquisites  and  extra  pay  for  extra  duty, 
without  investigation,  and  witnout  giving  thenj 
some  permanent  equivalent. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  amendment 
to  the  proviso  which  had  been  moved  by  Mr. 
Foot,  and  it  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Whipple,  of  New  Hampshire,  suggested 
that  the  object  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
might  be  accomplished  without  adding  the  proviso 
to  this  bill,  as  a  bill  was  shortly  to  come  from  the 
Senate  on  the  subject. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Cocke  in  reply — 

The  question  was  taken  on  adopting  the  proviso 
as  modified,  and  carried — ayes  76,  noes  68. 

The  next  amendment  was  an  appropriation  of 
S16,000  for  carrying  into  effect  the  first  and  sev- 
enth articles  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent;  which  was 
adopted. 

The  question  then  being  on  the  amendment  of 
the  committee  to  the  item  respecting  our  Ministers 
and  Charges  des  Affaires  at  foreign  Courts — 

Mr.  Gazlay  moved  further  to  amend  the  item 
by  strikingout the  words  "Madrid"  and  "Lisbon." 

While  this  motion  was  under  discussion,  the 
House  adjourned. 


MoNOAY,  March  15. 

Mr.  Herrick,  presented  a  petition  of  John 
White,  a  Revolutionary  pensioner,  praying  to  be 
allowed  arrearages  of  pension. 

Mr.  ToMLiNsoN  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
owners  and  masters  of  vessels,  in  the  State  of 
Connecticut,  praying  that  buoys  may  be  placed  on 
a  reef  of  rociis  in  Long  Island  Sound,  called  the 
"Hen  and  Chickens."— Referred. 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  presented  a  memo- 


impression,  that,  whenever  the  Attorney  General  per- 
formed any  official  duty  out  of  court,  and  at  his  own 
lodgings,  he  m  ust  have  extra  fees.  This  could  scarcely 
have  been  the  sense  of  the^i^peaker :  becaune,  in  this 
sense,  the  remark  is  incorrect.  The  present  Attorney 
General  never  did  receive  an  extra  fee  for  any  official 
duty,  in  court,  out  of  court,  at  his  lodgings,  in  his 
office,  or  any  where  else.  For  the  performance  of  all 
his  official  duties,  his  sole  compensation  has  been  the 
salary  of  his  office.  He  has,  on  a  very  few  occasions, 
(four,  only,  are  remem'oered,  in  the  course  of  the  six 
and  a  half  years  during  which  he  has  been  in  office,) 
been  employed  by  the  Government  to  render  profes- 
uional  services,  wholly  out  of  the  line  of  his  official 
duties;  and,  for  these,  he  has  been  compensated  as 
any  other  professional  gentleman,  who  might  have 
been  employed  by  the  Government  to  render  the  same 
services,  would  have  been  compensated.  But  he  has 
never  received  an  extra  fee  for  any  official  duty  what- 
ever, or  wheresoever  performed ;  and,  consequently, 
the  proviso  does  not  reach  the  case  of  the  Attorney 
General,  nor  has  it  the  most  distant  bearing  on  any 
part  of  his  conduct. 

WisHiJiOToif,  Tuesday,  March  16,  1821. 


rial  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  town  of  New- 
castle, in  that  State,  praying  for  the  aid  of  the 
General  Government  in  erecting  additional  piers 
in  the  harbor  of  said  town. — Referred. 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  authori- 
zing the  employment  of  additional  clerks  and  cer- 
tain messengers  and  assistants,  and  other  persons, 
in  the  several  Departments,  which  was  read  twice, 
and  commuted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  McLane,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
a  report  on  the  petition  of  Mary  H.  Hawkins,  ac- 
companied by  a  bill  for  her  relief;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Webster,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  change  the  terms  of 
the  district  court  of  the  United  Slates  for  the  Ken- 
tucky district,"  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ment, and  it  was  ordered  to  be  read  the  third  time 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  made  a  refwrt  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Thomas  L.  Ogden,  and  others,  accom- 
panied by  a  bill  for  their  relief;  which  was  read 
twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cook,  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  allowing  Matthew  Duncan  to  change 
his  location  of  the  southwest  quarter  of  section 
No.  22,  in  township  No.  9.  south  Oi"  range  No.  4 
west,  to  iiome  other  quarter  section,  it  having  been 
located  through  mistake. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gurley,  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  providing,  by  law,  for  removing 
the  obstructions  to  the  navigation  of  the  river 
Iberville,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  placed  in  said 
river  during  the  late  war,  by  order  of  the  Com- 
manding General  of  the  Southern  division  of  the 
Army  of  the  United  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Je.nnlngs,  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canal>  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  aiding  the  State  of  Indiana  to 
open  a  canal  at  the  falls  of  the  Ohio,  in  confor- 
mity to  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  said 
State,  approved  January  31st,  1824. 

Mr.  Cocke  offered  the  following  resolution  : 

"  Reaolcfd,  That  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices 
and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  and  re- 
port whether  any  arrangements  can  be  made  by 
which  the  letters  addressed  to  the  members  of 
Congress  while  in  session  can  be  supplied  at  an 
earlier  hour,  and  at  a  less  expense." 

Mr.  Bre.nt  moved  the  following  amendment, 
which  was  accepted  as  a  modification  :  "And  whe- 
ther the  privilege  given  to  members  of  Congress 
to  frank  letters  ought  not  to  be  extended."  And 
the  question  being  put,  the  resolution,  as  modified, 
was  adopted — ayes  72,  nays  56. 

Mr.  Ra.nkin  laid  the  following  resolution  on  the 
table  for  consideration  on  to-morrow,  viz  : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Stales 
be  requested  to  inform  this  House  if  any  of  the  Com- 
missioners appointed  for  the  examination  of  titles  and 
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claims  to  land  in  the  Territory  of  Florida,  have  re- 
ceived, in  advance,  any  part  of  the  compensation  al- 
lowed by  law  for  the  performance  of  the  duties  required 
of  them,  previously  to  the  performance  of  those  duties, 
or  without  having  performed  any  service  for  such  ad- 
vance;  and,  if  any  such  advances  have  been  made, 
that  he  be  requested  to  slate,  under  the  provisions  of 
what  law  they  were  so  made,  with  the  amount,  the 
time  when,  and  to  whom  advanced  ;  but,  if  advanced 
without  any  law  authorizing  the  same,  that  a  copy  of 
any  order  or  authority,  if  any  there  be,  by  virtue  of 
which  any  sum  of  money  may  have  been  drawn  from 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  be  furnished  this 
House. 

Mr.  Owen  moved  the  following  resolution  : 
Resolved,  That  ihe  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  increasing 
the  salary  of  the  district  judge  of  the  district  of  Ala- 
bama. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  disagreed  to  by 
the  House. 
Mr.  Stewart  moved  the  following  resolution  : 
Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  Chesapeake 
and  Ohio  canal  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  providing  for  the  sale  of  the  public  lots  and 
£ublic  lands  belonging  to  the  United  States,  in  the 
listrict  of  Columbia,  and  that  the  proceeds  be  appro- 
priated to  the  first  section  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
canal,  between  this  city  and  Cumberland. 

TONNAGE  DUTIES,  Ac. 

Mr.  Bheck  offered  the  following  resolution  for 
consideration  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Commerce  be  in- 
structed to  report  to  this  House  whether  any  law 
exists  in  contravention  of  the  provisions  of  the  con- 
vention of  the  3d  July,  1815,  made  between  this  coun- 
try and  Great  Britain;  also,  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  countervailing  by  law  any  duties  on  Ameri- 
can tonnage,  which  Great  Britain  may  lay  thereon 
contrary  to  the  stipulations  contained  in  the  aforesaid 
convention. 

In  offering  this  resolution,  Mr.  Breck  stated 
that  it  had  a  twofold  object ;  first,  to  inquire  whe- 
ther we  had  been  to  blame  in  contravening  the 
provisions  of  the  convention  between  this  country 
and  Great  Britain;  and,  secondly,  whether  it 
would  not  be  expedient  to  countervail,  by  law, 
any  tonnage  duty  that  may  be  laid  contrary  to 
treaty  by  England.  It  appeared,  by  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Imperial  Parliament,  that,  so  late  as 
the  13th  of  February,  resolutions  were  passed  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  authorizing  the  British 
King  to  levy  ninety-four  cents  per  ton  on  Ameri- 
can ships  trading  to  his  European  dominions,  and 
sixty  cents  per  ton  on  our  ships  going  to  the  Wot 
India  colonies.  The  duly  of  ninety-lour  cents, 
Mr.  B.  thought,  was  at  variance  with  the  follow- 
ing stipulation,  contained  in  the  convention  : 

*'  No  higher  or  other  duties  or  charges  shall  be  im- 
posed in  any  of  the  porU  of  the  United  States,  on 
British  vessels,  than  those  payable  in  the  same  ports 
by  vessels  of  the  United  States ;  nor  in  the  ports  of 
any  of  His  Britannic  Majesty's  territories  in  Europe 
on  the  vessels  of  Ihe  United  State:*,  than  shall  be  pay- 
able in  the  same  ports  on  British  vessels." 


The  convention  contains  no  stipulation  forbid- 
ding our  Government's  countervailing  all  tonnage 
or  other  duty  levied   m  ihe  colonies.     It  is  be- 
lieved that  a  duty  equivalent  to  one  dollar  per  ton 
has  been  raised  from  our  tonnage  since  the  West 
India  trade  has  been  open  to  our  commerce;  and 
this  has  been,  in  part,  countervailed  by  us.     But 
this  we  are  perfectly  at  liberty  to  do,  for  it  is  a 
colonial  concern,   not  incorporated  into  the  con- 
vention.    Not  so  on  ships  coming   from  Great 
Britain.     Here  we  are  restricted    by  a   positive 
treaty  stipulation;  and  if  any  duly  on  such  trade 
has  been  laid,  it  is  entirely  contrary  to  law,  be- 
cause a  treaty  is  the  supreme  law  of  the  land.     If 
no  such  duty  has  been  exacted  at  our  custom- 
houses, it  will  be  proper  to  countervail  immedi- 
ately, by  special  act,  any  duty  that  Great  Britain 
may  impose  upon  our  European  trade.     The  tax 
of  ninety-four  cents  on  our  commerce,  with  the 
single  port  of  Liverpool,  will  amount,  on  136,000 
tons  of  American  shipping  that  entered  that  port 
alone  in  1823,  to  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight 
thousand  six  hundred  dollars ;  and,  upon  our  trade 
to  other  British  European  ports,  to  about  seventy 
thousand  dollars;  making  an  additional  charge 
upon  our  commerce  of  more  than  $i200,U00!     As 
the  resolution  is  only  for  inquiry,  Mr.  B.  trusted 
that  it  would  be  sent  to  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce. 

Mr.  Newton  and  Mr.  Cambreleng  made  some 
remarks  in  opposition  to  the  resolution,  as  believ- 
ing the  inquiry  unnecessary;  and  Mr.  Mallary 
and  Mr.  Trimble,  taking  the  contrary  ground, 
made  some  observations  in  favor  of  it. 

F'inally,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Foot,  the  resolution 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


GENERAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  House  then  passed  to  the  orders  of  the  day, 
and  look  up  for  consideration  the  bill  making  pro- 
vision for  the  support  of  Government  for  the  year 
1824.  ' 

Mr.  Gazlay  withdrew  the  amendment  offered 
by  him  on  Saturday,  and  the  question  being  on 
concurring  in  the  amendment  as  re()orted  by  the 
committee — 

Mr.  Gazlav  said,  he  hoped  the  House  would 
not  concur,  and,  if  it  did  not,  he  should  then  move 
to  amend   the  bill,   by  inserting  a  proviso  to  ap- 
propriate S49,000,  as  a  sum  adequate  to  the  main- 
tenance of  European  foreign  relations.     Mr.  G. 
said,  the  practice  of  more  than  twenty  years  has 
been  to  provide,  generally,  for  foreign  intercourse, 
without  designating  the  places  of  Ministers.    This 
had  obtained   through  the  tide  of  «=•!'•  :essful  and 
unsuccessful  experiment,  and    he   saw  no  good 
reason  to  change  it.     He  was  not  prepared  for 
the  doctrine,  thai,  whenever,  and  as  often  as  the 
President  might  choose  to  appoint  a  Minister  to 
the  Court  of  any  despot  in  Europe,  this  House 
was  bound  to  eclio  the  appointment ;  and,  as  often 
as  an  appointment  should  be  made  by  taking  a 
member  from  the  Senate — a  principle  not  surely 
agreeable  to  the  people — that  we  should  do  the 
same;  he  thought  the  safest  way  was,  to  leave 
each  department  to  bear  the  responsibility  o(  its 
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own  Constitutional  discretion.  The  long  practice 
which  gave  sanction  to  the  course  he  proposed, 
was,  to  his  mind,  a  sufficient  proof  of  its  cor- 
rectness. 

He  wished  the  sum  reduced  for  two  reasons, 
viz:  because  he  believed  that  there  were  many 
national  objects  to  which  it  could  be  more  advan- 
tageously appropriated ;  and,  because  he  saw  no 
good  reason  for  maintaining  Ministers  of  the  first 
grade  at  the  Courts  of  all  the  despots  in  Europe, 
when  there  was  no  national  object  for  them  to 
accomplish.  Mr.  G.  said,  he  had  always  under- 
stood that  foreign  Ministers  were  intended  for  the 
making  of  treaties,  or  for  settling  some  great  na- 
tional question  ;  and,  as  we  had  neither  of  these 
now  on  hand,  with  the  great  crowned  heads,  he 
must  presume  that  ours  had  no  other  design  than 
the  maintenance  of  a  system  of  espionage  ;  and, 
although  this  might  do  well  enough  for  one  tyrant 
to  watch  another,  he  thought  it  totally  inadmissi- 
ble for  a  great  republic.  What  have  we  now, 
said  Mr.  G.,  to  do  in  Europe  to  justify  the  num- 
ber and  expense  of  foreign  Ministers?  and  how 
many  great  objects  have  we  which  demand  all 
our  resources  ?  Mr.  G.  said,  he  did  not  believe 
that  this  course  had,  or  would  meet  the  wishes  of 
the  American  people,  and  he  could  not  reconcile 
it  with  any  sound  principle  of  democracy. 

Mr.  McLane  advocated  the  amendment  of  the 
committee,  and  replied  to  Mr.  Gazlav.  The 
question  being  pot,  the  amendment  was  adopted, 
as  reported  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  remaining  amendments  having  been,  also, 
concurred  in,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading,  and  was  subsequently  read  a 
third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  con- 
currence. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tod,  the  House  then  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  (Mr.  Condict  in  the  Chair,)  and  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  amending  the 
several  acts  laying  duties  on  imports, 

Mr.  Baylies,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to 
amend  the  bill  by  striking  out  the  word  "one" 
and  inserting  "three,"  in  the  65th  and  GGth  lines, 
so  as  to  make  that  clause  of  the  section  read  as 
follows : 

"  On  ill  Leghorn  hau  or  bonnets,  and  all  halt  or 
bonnets  of  straw,  chip,  or  graM,  and  on  all  flata, 
braiiis,  or  plat*,  for  making  of  hats  or  bonnets,  a  dotj 
of  fifteen  per  centum  ad  valorem  :  Frovided,  That 
all  Leghorn  hats  and  bonneta,  and  all  hats  or  bonneta 
of  straw,  chip,  or  grass,  which,  at  the  place  whence 
imported,  with  the  addition  of  ten  per  centum,  shall 
have  cost  lesn  than  three  dollars  each,  shall,  with  such 
addition,  be  taken  and  deemed  to  have  cost  three  dol- 
lars, each,  and  shall  be  charged  with  duty  accordingly." 

Mr.  Baylies  supported  this  motion  by  a  speech, 
iD  which  he  stated  the  benefits  that  would  result, 
and  gave  a  succinct  history  of  this  branch  of 
manufacture,  in  this  country,  from  its  earliest 
origin  till  it  had  grown  to  an  annual  amount  of 
a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars.  He  stated  the 
manoer  in  which  it  had  been  ruined  by  the  im- 


portation of  Leghorn  bonnets,  to  the  amount  last 
year  of  88(X),0(K). 

The  motion  was  further  advocated  by  Mr. 
Rich,  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Cambreleno, 
Sharpe,  Marvin,  and  Floyd.  And  the  question 
being  put,  it  was  lost. 

Mr.  Cook,  of  Illinois,  moved  to  amend  the  82d 
line,  by  striking  out  "two,"  and  inserting  "three,"  so 
as  to  make  it  read  "On  lead,  in  pigs,  bars,  or  sheets, 
three  cents  per  pound."  And  ne  supported  the 
motion  in  a  speech  of  considerable  length.  It 
wa.s  opposed  by  Messrs.  Shakpe  and  Cambre- 
leno, of  New  York — advocated  by  Mr.  Stewart, 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  further  opposed  by  Mr. 
Sandford,  of  Tennessee,  to  whom  Mr.  Cook  re- 
plied— when  the  question  biing  taken,  the  motion 
was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  moved  to  amend  the 
bill  in  the  148th  line — "On  muskets,  one  dollar 
and  fifty  cents  per  stand,"  by  adding  the  words 
following:  "And  on  all  other  fire-arms,  and  on 
side  arms,  thirty  per  cent,  ad  valorem."  The 
motion  being  explained  by  Mr.  Foot,  was  adopted 
without  opposition. 

Mr.  McKiM  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  177th 
line,  viz:  "On  tallow,  four  cents  per  pound."  He 
supported  his  motion  by  a  short  speech,  to  which 
Mr.  Too  replied.  When,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Foot, 
of  Connecticut,  the  Committee  rose,  and  the  House 
adjourned. 


Tuesday,  March  16. 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  were  dis- 
charged from  the  consideration  of  the  petition  of 
Thomas  Collins,  as,  also,  from  the  petition  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Society  for  promoting  the  abolition 
of  slavery,  for  the  relief  of  free  negroes  unlawfully 
held  in  bondage,  and  for  improving  the  condition 
of  the  African  race;  and  they  were  laid  on  the 
table;  also,  from  the  consideration  of  the  petition 
of  sundry  inhabitants  of  East  Florida,  upon  the 
subject  of  negroes  claimed  by  Indians;  and  it  was 
referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  who  were,  on  the  3lst  December  last,  in- 
structed "to  inquire  into  the  title  and  right  of  the 
United  States,  in  and  to  one  township  of  land,  re- 
served for  certain  purposes  in  the  contract  entered 
into  with  John  C.  Symmes,  as  mentioned  in  the 
laws  passed  in  1792  and  1803,  relating  thereto," 
made  a  report  thereon,  which  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  was  referred  the  petition  of  John  Johnson. 
Indian  agent  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  reported  a  bill 
reserving  to  the  Wyandot  tribe  of  Indians,  a  cer- 
tain tract  of  land,  in  lieu  of  a  reaervation  made  to 
them  by  treaty;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  same  committee,  fo 
which  the  subject  was  referred  by  resolution,  on 
the  lOth  of  February  ultimo,  reported  a  bill  con- 
firming certain  claims  to  lands  in  the  western  dis- 
trict of  Louisiana ;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
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Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  en- 
titled "An  act  to  authorize  the  employing  of  cer- 
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tain  assistants  in  the  General  Land  Office.  '  re 
ported  the  same  without  amendment,  and  it  was 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Whittlesey,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Solomon 
Sibley,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his  relief ;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Hamilton,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Alfairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Sa- 
rah Venableand  Jane  Morgan,"  reported  the  same 
without  amendment,  and  it  was  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  resolution  laid  on  the  table  by  Mr.  Ran- 
kin, yesterday,  was  taken  up,  considered,  and 
agreed  to. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to 
change  the  terms  of  the  district  court  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  Kentucky  district,"  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

A  Message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States  was  received  and  read,  as  follows: 
To  the  Houae  oj  Representatives  of  the  United  State:- 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  17th  of  February  last,  request- 
in?  "  information  whether  any  measures  had  been 
taken  for  carrying  into  effect  the  resolution  of  Con- 
gress of  June  17,  1777.  directing  a  monument  to  be 
erected  to  the  memory  of  David  Wooster,  a  Brigadier 
General  in  the  Army  of  the  United  Stales,  who  fell 
in  defending  the  liberties  of  America,  and  bravely  re- 
pelling  an  inroad  of  the  Untish  forces  to  Danbury  in 
Connecticut,"  I  have  caused  the  necessary  inquiries 
to  be  made,  and  find,  by  the  report  of  the  Hegister  of 
the  Trea>ury,  that  no  monument  has  been  erected  to 
the  memory  of  that  patriotic  and  gallant  officer,  nor 
has  any  money  been  paid  to  the  ExeculiTe  of  Con- 
necticut on  that  account. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
Mabch  17,  1824. 

The  Message  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 

MR.   BAILEY'S  CASE. 

Mr.  Sloane  moved  to  postpone  all  the  previous 
orders,  and  take  up  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Elections  unfavorable  to  the  right  of  John 
Bailey,  a  member  of  this  House,  to  a  seat  there- 
m.  Mr.  Bailey  was  proceeding  with  some  re- 
marks, but  the  Chair  pronounced  all  discussion 
out  of  order  till  the  question  was  taken  on  con- 
sidering it.  It  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative — ayes  103,  noes  62. 

The  House  accordingly  went  into  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Cobb  in  the  Chair,)  on  the 
report  above-mentioned.  The  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Elections  was  read. 

Mr.  Bailey,  of  Massachusetts,  rose  and  ad- 
dressed the  Chair  as  follows: 

Mr.  Chairman:  I  feel  peculiar  embarrassment 

in  offerintr  my  views  of  the  present  subject,  from 

a  conviction  that  I  shall  be  unable  to  do  it  justice. 

Even  if  my  health  were  perfectly  good,  1  should 
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labor  under  the  disadvantage  of  being  unused 

totally  unused— to  public  speaking.  This  mis- 
fortune, joined  with  a  very  feeble  state  of  health, 
renders  it  impossible  that  I  should  do  justice  to  a 
subject  in  which  I  cannot  avoid  feeling  great  in- 
terest. I  hope,  therefore,  that  this  Committee  will 
do  me  the  favor  to  believe  my  cause  really  much 
better  than  my  representation  of  it  will  be'. 

It  cannot  escape  observation  that  the  question 
now  under  consideration  is  not  an  ordinary  in- 
stance in  the  history  of  contested  elections.  Near- 
ly all  such  questions  have  for  their  object  to  ascer- 
tain what  is  the  real  will  of  the  people.  In  the 
present  case,  the  object  is  to  discover  if  there  be 
any  mode  of  defeatmg  the  will  of  the  people. 

On  this  subject,  one  rule,  it  is  believed,  may  be 
laid  down  with  perfect  truth.  And  it  is  stated 
with  the  more  confidence,  since  1  have  the  au- 
thority of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Elections  for  its  correctness.  In  the  discussion  of 
a  late  case,  the  contested  election  from  New  York, 
which,  we  all  remember,  rested  mainly  on  the 
correctness  or  incorrectnes.s  of  the  decision  of  the 
commissioners  of  election  in  that  Stale  respecting 
a  single  vote,  that  gentleman  remarked  that  in 
order  to  set  aside  this  decision  of  the  commission- 
ers, it  was  not  sufficient  to  raise  a  doubt  on  the 
case  ;  there  must  be  made  out  a  clear  and  "  posi- 
tive" case  against  the  decision.  This  remark, 
Mr.  Chairman,  I  heard  with  particular  pleasure; 
both  because  it  was  a  just  remark,  and  because  I 
hoped  that  not  only  that  gentleman,  but  this 
House,  would  extend  the  same  just  and  liberal 
;  principle  to  my  own  case.  The  truth  of  the  prin- 
I  ciple  cannot  be  doubted.  And  if  it  applies  to  the 
deciNion  of  the  commissioners  of  an  election,  with 
how  much  more  force  does  it  apply  to  the  ex- 
pressed will  of  the  people  of  a  whole  district  ?  A 
strong  and  positive  case  indeed  ouirht  to  be  made 
out,  before  such  an  expression  of  the  will  of  the 
people  is  set  aside.  And  I  undertake  to  show 
that  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Elections  has 
entirely  failed  to  make  out  such  a  case. 

In  contested  elections,  arising  under  either  the 
General  or  the   State  governments,  the  practice 
has  been  to  give  a  liberal  construction  in  favor  of 
the  rights  of  the  people.     This  practice,  it  is  be- 
lieved, has  never  been  departed  from,  except  in 
times  of  great  party  heat  and  excitement.     In  the 
present  times  it  is  trusted  that  no  such  excitement 
will  be  found  to  exist.     It  is  not  to  be  denied  that 
efforts  have  been  made,  out  of  doors,  both  at  the 
time  of  the  election  and  more  recently,  to  give  a 
party  turn  to  the  case  now  under  discussion.    But 
I  trust  that   no  such  efforts  will  avail;  that  this 
House  will  permit  no  such  feelings  to  mingle  in 
the  discussion.     I   appeal  with  confidence  to  this 
House  to  take  that  liberal  view  of  the  privileges 
of  the  people,  which  lias  so  universally  prevaiTed 
on  questions  of  this  nature. 

For  the  first  time,  within  my  knowledge,  we 
have  a  departure  from  this  liberal  construction  in 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Elections  now  be- 
fore you.  The  principles  of  this  report  are  in- 
deed new  ;  they  are  wholly  unprecedented.  In 
no  authorities,  either  legi^Jative  or  judicial,  do  we 
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find  the  principles  here  avowed.  Inhabitancy, 
according  to  this  report,  means  purely  and  dimply 
"locality  of  existence" — the  mere  fact  of  being  in 
a  place.  This  definition,  I  venture  to  say,  was 
never  before  heard  of,  and  is  at  war  with  the 
spirit  of  all  our  free  institutions. 

When  1  was  elected  to  this  House,  in  Septem- 
ber last,  I  was  employed  in  the  Department  of 
State.  The  question  occurred — Shall  I  resign 
that  employment,  and  accept  a  seat  in  this  House  1 
This  was  an  interesting  que^tion,  to  one  who  de- 
pended for  his  living  on  his  own  exertions.  In 
this  country  nearly  all  of  us  are  compelled  to  per- 
sue  some  course  of  honest  industry  for  our  support ; 
and,  Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  most  fortunate  for  the 
country  that  this  necessity  is  so  general.  To  a 
person  thus  situated,  the  question  presented  for 
decision  was  an  important  one.  Doubts  1  know 
were  entertained  of  my  eligibility.  I  extended 
my  inquiries  to  all  analogous  cases  within  my 
reach ;  and  they  were  all,  without  exception,  in 
favor  of  my  eligibility.  I  learnt  the  opmions  of 
some  of  our  first  citizens  on  this  point;  and  they 
too  went  to  the  same  result.  I  have  learnt,  acci- 
dentally in  most  cases,  the  opinions  of  at  least 
twelve  of  the  very  first  statesmen  and  jurists  of 
the  nation  ;  and,  what  is  most  remarkable,  those 
opinions  are  perfectly  unanimous — not  one,  uf  the 
whole  number,  is  opposed  to  what  appears  to  me 
to  be  the  truth  of  the  que^•tion.  I  do  not  mention 
this  fact,  under  the  impression  that  such  opinions 
should  have  a  binding  force  with  this  House. 
With  this  House,  and  this  House  alone,  the  Con- 
stitution has  left  the  full  control  of  questions  like 
the  present.  But  the  opinions  of  such  persons  are 
entitled  to  respectful  consideration.  And  it  is  na- 
tural to  suppose,  that  they  must  have  had  decided 
weight  with  me,  when  determining  m  ray  own 
mind  the  question  of  acceptance. 

Before  examining  the  principles  of  the  report  of 
the  committee,  I  beg  leave  to  notice  several  errors 
in  it,  in  point  of  fact. 

The  report  (p.  G-7)  says  :  "  It  is  contended  by 
'  Mr.  Bailey,  that,  as  he  was  in  the  employ  of  the 
'  General  Government  while  in  this  District,  and 
'  had  expressed  an  intention  of  returning  to  Mas- 
'  sachuseits,  that  he  still  remains  an  inhabitant  of 
'  that  State."  I  certainly  never  contended,  Mr. 
Chairman,  that  I  remained  an  inhabitant  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, merely  from  the  two  facts  here  stated. 
But  I  did  contend  for  it,  from  those  two  facts, 
supported  by  another  most  important  fact,  that 
this  constant  declaration  of  my  intention  of  re- 
turning, was  confirmed   by  my  whole  course  of 

conduct  while  I  was  employed  in  this  District 

by  my  total  disconnection  with  the  civil  affairs  of 
thii  place.  We  all  know  the  irresistible  propen- 
sity of  freemen,  to  take  part  in  the  civil  concerns 
of  those  communities,  in  which  they  intend  to 
make  their  permanent  abode.  My  entire  absti- 
nence from  taking  such  part  in  this  District, 
most  strongly  corroborates  my  uniform  declara- 
tion, that  I  intended  it  as  merely  a  temporary 
abode. 

The  report  (p.  7)  further  says:  "The  fact  is 
'  conceded,  that,  at  the  time  of  the  election,  and 


'  for  nearly  six  years  before,  Mr.  Bailey  was  ac- 
'  tuallyan  inhabitant  of  the  City  of  Washington." 
The  obvious  understanding  of  this  remark  would 
be,  that  this  fact  had  been  conceded  by  me.  Such, 
however,  is  not  the  fact.  No  such  concession  has 
ever  been  made  by  me. 

(Here  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions, rose  to  explain.  He  said  that  thecommittee 
were  obliged  to  state  the  points  of  Mr.  B.'s  defence 
from  recollection  merely,  as  it  had  never  been 
put  into  their  hands  in  writing,  but  merely  read 
to  them.  Mr.  B.  replied,  that  his  defence  was 
read  to  the  committee  on  the  29th  of  January, 
from  a  rough  draught — that  he  was  to  ha  ve  given  in 
a  correct  draught  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  com- 
mittee, on  the  fourth  of  February — but  that,  in  the 
meantime,  on  the  second  of  February,  he  learnt 
from  the  committee  that  they  had  determined  on 
their  report.  This  fact,  together  with  a  desire 
to  incorporate  some  remarks  on  several  points  sub- 
sequently suggested  by  the  committee,  was  the 
reason  why  the  corrected  drauglit  was  not  submit- 
ted to  the  committee.] 

The  report  (p.  8)  also  says,  that  I  assumed  "  the 
character  of  the  head  ot  a  family."  This  is  en- 
tirely incorrect,  unless  there  be  some  peculiar  and 
technical  meaning  of  the  phrase,  different  from 
its  coiumon  meaning.  I  have  been  accustomed 
to  consider,  that  a  person,  in  order  to  be  the  head 
of  a  family,  must  either  own  or  rent  a  house — or 
must  have  the  government  of  the  domestics  of  the 
family — or  must  regulate  its  pecuniary  expenses, 
or  at  least  furnish  the  means.  Someone,  at  least, 
if  not  all,  of  these  incidents,  I  have  always  sup- 
posed necessary  to  constitute  the  head  of  a  family- 
Yet  not  a  single  one  of  these  incidents  has  attach- 
ed to  me,  during  my  residence  in  this  District. 

These  errors  in  point  of  fact,  in  the  report  be- 
fore us,  I  have  thought  it  necessary  to  notice  in 
the  first  instance ;  as  they  may  have  had  an  un- 
favorable influence  on  the  minds  of  some  mem- 
bers of  this  House.  If  they  have  had  such  influ- 
ence with  a  single  member,  it  is  hoped  these 
remarks  will  correct  it. 

I  will  now  proceed,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  notice 
some  of  the  points  and  arguments  contained  in 
this  very  extraordinary  report;  and  will  show, 
not  only  that  many  of  them  are  founded  in  error, 
but  that  many  are  wholly  inconsistent  with  each 
other. 

In  the  second  paragraph  of  the  report,  it  is 
stated,  that  the  subject  under  consideration  is 
"  one  of  great  national  consequence."  This  re- 
mark could  not  certainly  be  intended  to  apply 
merely  to  the  individual  seat,  which  is  now  con- 
tested ;  but  must  be  meant  to  refer  to  the  general 
principle  involved  in  the  question  under  discus- 
sion. Is  the  remark  correct,  even  in  this  respect  ? 
Our  present  National  Government  has  Ijeen-in 
operation  for  thirty-five  years.  At  the  end  of 
thirty-five  years,  one  case  has  occurred,  in  which 
a  person  residing  at  the  Seat  of  Government  has 
l>een  elected  a  member  of  tiiis  House.  Perhaps 
in  thirty-fire  years  more,  another  case  may  occur. 
Is  this  an  alarming  prospect  ?  Is  the  case  one  of 
such  "  great  national  consequence  V   I  will  agree 
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with  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Elections 
that  if  another  case  should  occur  within  the  next 
thirty-five  years,  and  we  should   both  have  seats 
on  this  floor,  I  will  join  hrm  in  a  vote  in  favor  of 
an  amendment  of  the  Constitution,  which  shall 
expressly  exclude  from  this  House  all  persons  not 
actually  resident  in   the  States  in  which  they  are 
chosen.     But  I  will  whisper  in  the  ear  of  that  gen- 
tleman, that  if  he  feels  alarmed  lest  the  purity  of 
this  House  should   be  destroyed,  and   is  anxious 
for  a  remedy,  there  is  an  amendment  which  might 
be  made  in  the  Constitution,  far  more  efficacious 
than  the  one  proposed.     Let  the  Constitution  be 
amended,  so  as  to  prohibit  Executive  appoint- 
ments from   being  made  from   this  and  the  other 
branch  of  Congress.     If  there   is  real  danger  of 
Executive  influence  in  Congress,  here  is  a  field 
more  worthy  of  the  gentleman's  labor  than  the 
one  in  which  he  has  been  industriously  engao^ed. 
In  the  same  paragraph,  we  have  an  attempt  to 
elucidate  the  meaning  of  the  word  inhabitant,  by 
adverting  to  the  supposed  state  of  the  parties  in 
the  Convention  which  framed  the  Constitution  of 
the  Union.    It  is  alleged,  that  in  this  Convention 
there  were  three  parlies,  zealous  in   support  of 
their  respective  favorite  theories  ;  one  in  favor  of 
a  consolidated  Government,  a  second  in  favor  of 
a  confederation  not  differing  widely  from  the  old, 
and  a  third  in  favor  of  an  intermediate  form.     No 
authorities  are  cited   in  support  of  these  alleged 
historical  facts.     But  suppose  the  statement  per- 
fectly correct—is  not   the  inference  from  it  pre- 
cisely the  reverse  of  that  drawn  by  the  commit- 
tee ?     The  committee  infer,  that,  since  the  second 
parly  were  zealous  in  "  sustaining  the  distinctive 
character  of  the  several  States,"  and  in  limitinfr 
the  powers  of  the  General  Government,  therefore', 
we  are  bound  to  give  a  rigid  interpretation  of  the 
word  inhabitant.     To  me,  this  appears  completely 
a  ntm  ser/nUur.     Before  this  inference  can  be  leo'iti- 
mately  drawn,  it  must  be  proved  that  this  party 
prevailed   in  the  Convention,  and  modelled  the 
Constitution  according  to  their  own  views.     But 
this  is   not  proved— the  fact  is  known  to   be  the 
reverse.     So  far  were  they  from  this  victory,  and 
50  erroneous  did  they  consider  the  principles  of 
the  Constitution,  that  some  of  them  refused  to  the 
last  to  sign  it ;  and  others  were  strenuous  in  ad- 
Tocating  amendments,  which  should  restrain  what 
they  deemed  the  dangerous  latitudinarian  powers 
of  the  General  Government.    So  true  is  this,  that 
the  report  itself  admits  that  "it  was  with  much 
'  reluctance  that  they  finally  agreed  to  unite,  in 
'  that  spirit  of  mutual'concession  and  compromise, 
'  out  of  which  resulted  the  adoption  of  the  present 
*  Constitution."     To  infer  that  a  word  used  in  the 
Constitution  ought   to  be  construed   rigidly,  be- 
cause there  was,  in  the  Convention  which  framed 
it,  a  party  in  favor  of  giving  very  limited  power 
to  the  General  Government,  which  party  it  is  con- 
fessed did  not  succeed  in  establishing  their  pecu- 
liar views,  IS  a  species  of  reasoning,  which  this 


House  will  never  adopt. 

We  are  further  informed,  by  the  report,  that 
the  wise  framers  of  the  Constitution  must  have 
foreseen,  that  the  Seal  of  the  General  Govern- 


ment would  collect  a  number  of  persons,  "  whose 
'  long  habit  of  dependence  on  those  who  might  fill 
'  the  chief  places  in  the  Government,  would  do 
'  much   towards  enlisting  them  in  support  of  al- 
'  most  any  cause  which  the  Administration  might 
'  wish  to  promote."     Without  stopping  to  inquire, 
whether  mankind  are  really  as  corrupt  as  this  re- 
mark implies,  I  must  deny  the  inference  drawn 
from  it  in  the  report.     It  is  inferred,  that  because 
these  framers  foresaw  this  supposed  state  of  things 
therefore,  they  meant  to  prohibit  the  election  to 
this  House  of  any  person  so  residing  at  the  Seat 
of  Government.     I  have  already  adverted  to  the 
far  greater  influence  of  the  Executive   in   this 
House,  by  the  unlimited  power  of  appointment 
I  from  among  its  members.    If  the  number  of  mem- 
bers which  have  been  thus  appointed  for  thirty- 
five  years  past,  be  compared  with  the  number 
(one)  elected  to  this  House  among  those  employed 
at  the  Seat  of  Government,  we  shall  see  the  mag- 
nitude of  the  influence  from  the  former  source, 
compared  with   that  from   the  latter.     Now,  to 
suppose  that  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  in- 
tended expressly  to  guard  against  the  latter  com- 
paratively trifling  source  of  Executive  influence, 
and  yet  overlooked  the  former  overwhelming  one 
is  to  suppose  them  an  assembly  of  weak  and  short- 
sighted men,  wholly  unworthy  of  the  great  trust 
reposed  in  them.     It  is  plain,  then,  that  they  had 
no  such  fears  as  this  report   attributes  to  them  ; 
but  believed,  that  men  might  be  honest  though 
once  employed  at  the  Seat  of  Government,  or 
though  even  under  the  far  stronger  influence  of  a 
hope  of  still  further  Executive  patronage. 

The  report  subsequently  alludes  to  the  expe- 
rience of  the  British  nation,  and  the  supposed  in- 
tention of  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  to  avoid 
the  evils  incident  to  the  election  of  members  of 
the  British  Parliament.     In  the  remarks  which  I 
had    the   honor  to  submit  to  the  Committee  of 
Elections  previous  to  their  report,  and  which  are 
printed  with  it,  I  have  suggested  what  seems  to 
me  the  reason  why  inhabitancy  has  been  for  a 
long  period   made  a  qualification  for  office,  by 
so  many  of  our  constitutions  and  laws.     Our  an- 
cestors had  seen   the  evils  experienced   in  Great 
Britain  from  their  system  of  representation,  and 
aimed  at  preventing  their  existence  in  this  coun- 
try, without  weighing  fully  the  difference  of  con- 
ditions between  that  country  and  this.     Such,  I 
presume,  was  the  motive  of  the  first  adoption  of 
this  rule;  a  rule  which  was  continued,  and  en- 
grafted into  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
rather  from  habit,  than  from  any  serious  fears,  at 
that  time,  of  danger  to  liberty,  from  the  want  of 
such  a  rule.     So  different  is  the  condition  of  rep- 
resentation in  this  country  from  that  in  Great 
Britain,  that  I  venture   to  say,  that   no  injury 
would  be  experienced  by  us,  if  the  clause  of  the 
Constitution,  requiring  inhabitancy  as  a  qualifi- 
cation for  a  seat  in  this  House,  were  entirely  abol- 
ished.    The  equality  of  our  representation,  and 
the  great  number  and  intelligence  of  our  electors, 
render  it  impossible,  even  without  such  a  clause, 
that  the  evils  of  representation,  found  in  the  Brit- 
ish system,  should  ever  exist  with  us.     The  vole 
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of  one,  or  two,  or  five  electors,  as  in  England, 

may  be  controlled;  but  those  of  five  thousand,  as 
in  the  United  States,  cannot  be.  For  this  reason 
I  believe  most  fully,  that  if  this  clause  of  the  Con- 
stitution were  entirely  abolished,  no  practical  evil 
would  result.  And,  therefore,  1  believe,  that  the 
clause  was  inserted  by  the  franiers,  rather  from 
habit,  than  frona  a  belief  in  any  nece>sity  for  that 
over-rigid  adherence  to  the  principle,  which  this 
report  inculcates. 

When  reading  this  allusion  to  the  improper  in- 
fluence exercised  in  elections  to  the  British  Par- 
liament, I  confess  I  had  one  regret.  I  did  regret, 
that  the  committee  did  not  add,  that  not  the  slight- 
est appearance  of  such  influence  exi>ted  in  the 
case  in  question.  Since  the  committee  allude  to 
such  improper  influence  in  Great  Britain,  as  hav- 
ing a  bearing  on  the  present  subject  of  deflate, 
some  may  be  led  to  infer,  that  possibly  it  had  real 
existence  in  the  election  now  contested.  It  was 
shown,  apparently  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  com- 
mittee, that  none  such  existed  in  the  case.  I  do 
regret  that  the  committee,  when  alluding  to  such 
influence,  did  not  explicitly  state  their  belief,  that 
such  was  the  fact. 

The  report  proceeds  to  state  that  "the  true 
theory  of  representative  government'  requires 
that  the  representative  be  "selected  from  the 
bosom  of  that  society  which  is  composed  of  his 
constituents;''  and  that  he  should  possess  a  knowl- 
edge of  their  character  and  political  views,  and 
for  that  purpose  should  "mingle  in  their  com- 
pany and  join  in  their  conversations;"  and  that 
he  should  especially  have  "that  reciprocity  of 
feeling  and  identity  of  interest  which  exist  only 
among  members  of  the  same  community."  This 
is  a  Uautiful  theory,  but  happens  to  make  no  part 
of  our  Constitution,  and,  therefore,  has  no  appli- 
cation to  the  case  in  question.     We  are  all  prone 


report  under  consideration  is  incorrect.  We  shall 
be  safe  in  continuing  to  believe  that  our  Govern- 
ment is  a  good  one,  and  that  the  people  may  still 
be  trusted  with  selecting  their  own  representatives 
without  a  danger  that  they  will  ^eltct  persons 
wholly  unacquainted  with  their  interests  and 
views. 

The  report,  in  illustration  of  its  doctrine,  quotes 
the  Journal  of  the  Convention  of  1787,  whick 
framed  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  I 
feel  greatly  indebted  to  that  journal ;  for  it  proves, 
conclusively,  that  the  rigid  doctrine  of  the  report 
is  unsound.  By  recurring  to  the  journal,  we  find 
that  the  earlier  draughts  of  the  Constitution,  when 
speaking  of  the  qualifications  for  a  >eat  in  this 
House,  use  the  word  "resident;"  requiring  that 
the  person  elected  should  be  a  resident  of  the  State 
in  which  he  should  be  chosen.  But  toward  the 
close  of  the  Convention,  the  word  "resident"  was 
changed  to  the  word  "inhabitant;''  which  plainly 
shows  that  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  con- 
sidered that  a  person  might  be  an  inhabitant  of  a 
State  though  not  actually  resident  in  it.  We 
further  find  that  the  qualiUcation  for  the  office  of 
President  was,  in  the  first  draught,  l wen  ty-one  years 
ail  inhabitant  of  the  United  States;  but  this  was 
afterwards  changed  to  fourteen  years  a  resident. 
This  two-fold  change  proves  clearly  that  the  two 
terms,  "inhabitant"  and  "resident,"  were  under- 
stood by  the  Convention  to  have  distinct  and  sep- 
arate meanings.  So  evident  is  this  fact,  that  the 
re{)ort  iuelf  admits  that  the  word  "inhabitant" 
was  inserted  in  place  of  "  resident,'"  "  as  a  stronger 
term."'  This  admission  completely  overthrows 
the  main  principle  of  the  report:  which  is,  that, 
according  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
a  person  is  an  inhabitant  of  that  place  in  which 
he  actually  resides.  If  the  stronger  term  "inhab- 
itant" mean  mere  "locality  of  existence" mere 


f  T- "•      " '-  ""^  «•"  jiiuiic  i  •»«»•«.     tii«.aii  incit-      loemuy  oi  existence  — mere 

to  lancy  to  ourselves  what  ought  to  be  a  rule  of  I  residence  in  a  place— what  less  than  this  can  the 
action,  and  thence  to  infer  that  such  is  in  fact  the  ;  weaker  tt-rm  "resident''  mean  ?  This  one  fact 
established  rule.  This  is  an  error.  Our  inquiry  j  as  admitted  by  the  committee  themselves,  proves' 
nJ^rh/!;  7^1  '%!  Constitution?— not,  what  i  that  the  fundamental  principle  of  their  report  is 
ougni  It  to  be.'  Ihat  the  above  picture  is  ideal,  [  unsound,  and,  therefore,  ought  not  to  be  sustained 
and  unsupported  by  the  Constitution,  is  easily  I  by  the  House, 
shown.     Suppose    when   I   came   to  this  city,  I  I      The  report  cites  VaUd,  and  Jac.jb',  Law  Dic- 

ind  stitt'^'l^  ''.1.^?".?  ^°  '.^^  ^'^''  °^  ^^•°'  '  ^•'^oary,  in  support  of  lis  definition  of  inhabitancy: 

and  settled  there,  with  lull  and  evident  intention  '.  but  it  does  it  hesitatingly,  as  in  doubt  of  the  ao- 

t  Tp  mf-n'rlT'T'T"'''''  !^^'^''     ^"^  ''"Pf^^^^'  :  H'^^bility  of  these  foreign  authorities  to  an  Ameri 
in  one  month  after  this,  a  district  of  that  State  i  can    question      ' 
had  been  as  in/atuated  as  a  district  in  Massachu 


setts  seems  to  have  been,  and  had  in  iis  weakness 
selected  me  to  a  seat  in  this  House.  This  would 
unquestionably  have  been  a  valid  and  Constitu- 
tional election.  What,  then,  becomes  of  the 
above  beautiful  theory  of  representative  govern- 
ment ?  Where  is  the  representative  coming  from 
the  bosom  of  the  society  of  his  constituents? 
V\  here  his  mingling  in  their  company— his  join- 
ing in  their  conversations  —  and  his  intimate 
knowledge  of  their  character  and  political  vitws? 
It  IS  plain  that  nothing  of  this  is  found.  Yet  a 
provision  securing  these  advantages,  the  reoort 
asserts,  is  "absolutely  necessary"  for  "every  well 
regulated  government."  Either,  therefore,  our 
Government  is  not  a  well  regulated  one,  or  the 


I  agree  with  the  committee  in 
their  doubts:  I  do  not  believe  these  authors  would 
be  conclusive  authority,  even  if  they  were  most 
explicit  and  full.  But  they  are  the  reverse  of  this. 
VatteU^yjs:  "Inhabitants,  as  distinguished  from 
citizens,  are  strangers,  who  are  permitted  to  settle 
and  stay  in  the  country.'  Even  according  to 
Vattd,  It  is  only  those  who  .Httle  in  a  place,  that 
arc  inhabitants  of  it.  As  I  never  settled  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  and  never  intended  to  settle 
there,  the  quotation  does  not  a()ply.  Besides,  ac- 
cordingio  T^t^/f/,  inhabitants  are  strangers.  What 
becomes  of  the  delightful  theory  of  representative 
government  laid  down  in  this  report?  If  inhab- 
itants are  strangers,  where  is  the  representative 
coming  from  the  bosom  of  the  .society,  with  his 
knowledge   of    it.<?   character   and    views?     The 
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<luotation  from  Jacob  is  still  more  vague.     These 
authorities  prove  nothing. 

The  constitution  of  Massachusetts  is  quoted  in 
the  report,  as  declaring,  that  a  person  shall  be  con- 
sidered as  an  inhabitant  "where  he  dwelleth  or 
hath  his  home."  This  the  committee  consider  as 
"settling  conclusively"  the  meaning  of  the  word. 
Persons  acquainted  with  the  civil  concerns  of  the 
State  well  know,  that  that  definition  is  held  as 
leaving  the  question  as  doubtful  as  it  found  it.  So 
far  IS  it  from  settling  the  question  conclusively  in 
favor  of  the  rigid  doctrine  of  the  report,  that  the 
whole  practice  of  that  State  proves  the  reverse. 
The  decisions  of  the  highest  judicial  tribunal  of 
the  State,  as  well  as  its  legislative  proceedings, 
prove  that  the  word  inhabitant,  in  that  State,  does 
not  mean,  as  this  report  contends,  barely  residence 
in  a  place,  but  refers  to  a  person  as  a  member  of 
the  political  community.  The  qualification  of  a 
voter  for  Governor  and  Senators  is  inhabitancy, 
without  Using  at  all  the  word  citizen  or  ciiizen- 
»hip.  And  yet  (see  Mass.  Reports,  vol.  2,  p.  245, 
263,  and  vol.  7,  p.  523)  the  question  respecting  a 
right  to  vote,  is  invariably  considered  as  involving 
the  question  of  citizenship.  Numerous  cases  also 
in  Us  Iciiislative  history  show,  that  inhabitancy  is 
retained,  without  actual  residence.  Besides,  the 
terms  citizen  and  inhabitant  are  used  in  the  con- 
stitution of  the  State  without  any  apparent  dis- 
tinction. 

If,  therefore,  we  take  the  use  of  the  term  inhab- 
itancy in  Mas>achusetts,as  the  test  of  the  legality 
of  the  election  in  question,  it  is  most  unquestion- 
ably legal.  Every  authority  is  in  its  favor.  And 
this  use,  probably,  ought  to  be  the  test.  When 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  says,  that  a 
member  of  this  House  must,  at  the  time  of  his 
election,  be  an  inhabitant  of  the  State  in  which 
he  is  chosen,  it  probably  leaves  to  each  Stale  to 
determine  what  shall  be  its  own  terras  of  inhabi- 
tancy. If,  however,  we  take  the  other  ground, 
and  consider  the  question  as  one  to  be  determined 
solely  by  the  Constitution  of  tlie  United  States, 
without  reference  to  the  Slate  authorities,  it  has 
already  been  shown,  that  the  framers  of  the  Con- 
stitution, as  admitted  by  the  committee  themselves, 
had  a  dilferent  understanding  of  the  meaning  of 
the  word  inhabitant  from  that  contended  for  in 
this  report. 

It  IS  also  stated  in  the  report,  that  the  constiiu- 
lions  of  Delaware,  Georgia,  and  Ohio,  have  a  sav- 
iuc:  clause  in  favor  of  persons  absent  from  those 
States;  and  this  saving  clause  is  given  as  proof, 
that  absence  destroys  inhabitancy,  li  might  have 
been  slated,  that  not  only  these  three  Stales,  but 
nearly  all  the  Stales  in  the  Union,  acknowledge 
the  same  principle  in  favor  of  their  citizens,  when 
absent  in  the  service  of  their  State,  or  of  ihe  Uni- 
ted States.  The  constiiution  of  Kentucky,  for 
instance,  has  the  following  provision  :  "  Absence 
on  the  business  of  this  State,  or  the  United  Stales, 
shall  not  forfeit  a  residence  once  obtained."  The 
same  principle,  to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  is  re- 
cognised by  the  conNlitutions  of  twelve  out  of  the 


ginia,  in  her  general  election  law,  adds  also  her 
example  to  the  list.  Instead  of  inferring  from 
t^hese  facts,  as  this  report  infers,  that  mere  absence 
destroys  inhabitancy,  I  infer,  and  confidently  infer, 
the  very  reverse.  This  general  concurrence  of  the 
voice  ot  the  nation,  in  favor  of  persons  in  public 
employment,  proves  that  the  principle  is  founded 
deeply  in  the  common  sense  of  mankind.  It  proves 
that  It  IS  an  essential  principle  in  our  free  institu- 
tions, that  absence  on  public  employment  shall 
not  diminish  the  rights  of  the  per.^on  so  employed. 

The  report  cites  the  act  of  March,  1790,  for 
taking  the  first  census,  as  proof  of  the  correctness 
of  its  own  definition  of  the  word  inhabitant.  We 
know  very  well,  that  laws  are  often  passed,  with- 
out much  regard  to  critical  verbal  accuracy.  In 
most  cases,  the  language  is  such  as  happens  to  be 
reported  by  a  committee ;  and  I  am  not  at  all  in- 
clined to  support  the  infallibility  of  committees. 
But  suppose  the  word  inhabitant  is  used  in  this 
law  with  entire  accuracy  ;  even  this  proves  noth- 
ing. It  does  not  prove  that  the  first  Congress 
meant  to  exclude  from  the  enumeration  persons 
who  were  temporarily  absent  from  their  original 
permanent  homes.     It  therefore  proves  nothino-. 

Nor  does  the  judiciary  law  of  1789,  cited  in^he 
report,  prove  any  thing.  In  the  whole  of  that 
long  act,  the  word  inhabitant  appears  to  be  used 
but  twice;  in  the  11th  and  in  the  27ih  sections. 
And  in  neither  case  does  the  use  of  the  word  give 
the  slightest  sanction  to  the  doctrine  advanced  in 
this  report. 

In  reply  to  the  almost  irresistible  argument  in 
my  tavor  drawn  from  the  numerous  instances  in 
which  persons  have  enjoyed  the  privilege  of  in- 
habitants, while  absent  in  public  employment,  the 
report  contends,  that  such  instances  cannot  be 
properly  adduced  as  precedents,  where  the  ques- 
tion was  not  formally  agitated  and  decided.  This 
doctrine  I  venture  to  say  is  unsound.  Whatever 
may  be  its  correctness  as  applied,  in  the  strict 
practice  of  courts  of  law,  to  principles,  it  cannot 
be  true  as  applied  to  the  meaning  of  a  word.  Lan- 
guage, we  all  know,  is  perfectly  arbitrary.  The 
meaning  of  a  word  is  determined  wholly  by  its 
use.  II  the  people  of  a  country,  by  common  con- 
sent, consider  a  person  as  an  inhabitant  of  a  State, 
though  he  is  temporarily  absent  in  public  employ- 
ment, this  must  be  received  as  the  true  meaning 
of  the  word,  even  if  there  were  not  a  single  formal 
decision  on  the  point.  Such  general  practice 
shows  what  IS  the  common-sense  interpretation  of 
the  word;  and  is  conclusive  of  the  question. 

We  might  go  further  than  this.  Even  if  it 
were  proved  that  the  framers  of  the  Constitution 
understood  the  word  in  the  same  sense  as  is  con- 
tended for  in  the  report,  (though  we  have  seen 
distinctly  that  they  did  not.)  yet,  if  it  were  also 
proved,  that,  for  thirty  years  past,  the  uniform 
understanding  of  the  people  ol  this  country  has 
been  different,  and  their  uniform  practice  diflerent, 
It  would  be  wrong  to  reject  this  uniform  under- 
standing and  practice,  and  revive  the  obsolete  use 
of  the  word.     Language  is  ever  fluctuating.    The 


eighteen  States,  whose  constitutions   have    been  j  title  of  one  of  the   most  ingenious   treatises  on 
lorraed  since  that  ol  the  United  States.     And  Vir- 1  philology  ever  presented  to  the  world,  very  aptly 
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expresses  this  character  of  language — "  Winged 
Words."  Words  are  indeed  winged  ;  they  are 
constantly  changing  their  meanings,  and  assuna- 
ing  new  uses.  If  the  con-'^titution  of  a  country, 
by  the  lapse  of  time,  have  a  different  construction 
from  that  originally  given  it,  and  any  supposed 
evil  ensue,  the  proper  remedy  is  to  amend  the 
constitution,  and  not  to  attempt  to  revive  obsolete 
interpretations,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  rights  of 
persons  who  have  acted  on  the  faith  of  long  and 
uniform  practice.  In  the  present  case,  however, 
there  is  no  necessity  for  this.  We  have  seen  that 
the  framers  of  the  Constitution  did  not  under- 
stand the  word  inhabitant  as  it  is  defined  in  this 
report. 

There  Is  one  argument,  Mr.  Chairman,  entitled 
to  great  consideration  ;  it  is  the  peculiar  condition 
ef  the  District  of  Columbia  and  its  government. 
The  Committee  on  Elections,  however,  in  their 
report,  confess  themselves  unable  to  discover  any 
thing  in  this  circumstance  applicable  to  the  pres- 
ent case.  To  my  view,  the  circumstance  is  a  most 
important  one — so  important  that  perhaps  the 
question  might  be  rested  safely  on  this  point  alone, 
without  even  naming  any  other. 

The  District  of  Columbia  is  a  district  erected 
expressly  for  the  accommodation  of  the  States  of 
this  Union,  as  the  seat  of  their  common  Govern- 
ment. This  common  Government  exercises  ex- 
clusive lecrislation  over  it.  Every  State,  there- 
fore, partakes  of  its  jurisdiction  ;  and  every  person 
residing  in  the  District  is  under  the  participant 
jurisdiction  of  his  own  State.  To  say,  then,  that 
a  person,  coming  from  one  of  the  States  to  this 
District,  has  leu  entirely  the  jurisdiction  of  his 
own  Slate,  is  incorrect ;  he  has  left  its  peculiar 
and  separate,  but  not  its  participant  jurisdiction. 
Let  us  suppose  a  district  of  ten  miles  square  in  the 
centre  of  Maryland,  divided  into  four  equal  parts, 
and  owned  by  four  individual  persons.  Suppose 
these  persons  should  convert  one  square  mile,  in 
the  centre  of  this  District,  into  a  joint  property, 
for  the  purpose  of  a  park.  And  suppose  Mary- 
land should  pass  a  game  law,  prohibiting  every 
person  from  hunting  on  any  grounds  not  his  own. 
Can  we  believe  that  this  law  would  prohibit  those 
four  proprietors  from  hjinting  in  their  joint  park  ? 
No.  Yet  in  the  same'^sense  in  which  this  park  is 
the  property  of  these  four  persons,  is  the  District 
of  Columbia  the  territory  of  each  State  in  the 
Union.  Who  will  deny  that  each  State  partici- 
pates in  the  legislation  of  this  House?  In  the 
same  degree  it  participates  in  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  report  says  that  the  same  rule  will  apply 
to  all  the  territory  purchased  by  the  United  States, 
as  to  this  District.  The  correctness  of  this  posi- 
tion is  distinctly  denied.  The  power  of  Congress 
over  this  District,  and  that  over  such  Territories, 
are  powers  derived  from  two  entirely  distinct 
clauses  of  the  Constitution  ;  and  clauses  havinf'  a 
marked  distinction  of  phraseology.  To  say  that 
what  applies  to  one  power,  must  apply  to  the  other 
also,  is  therefore  plainly  erroneous.  But  even  if 
correct,  it  would  not  prove  the  correctness  of  the 
report.  If  any  one  can  by  an  effort  prove,  that  what 


applies  to  the  one  applies  also  to  the  other,  he 
shall  be  welcome  to  the  full  benefit  of  his  effort. 
The  doctrine  will  still  be  true  and  unshaken,  that 
each  State  participates  in  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

It  may  also  be  truly  said,  that  a  person  em> 
ployed  m  the  business  of  the  United  States,  i% 
employed  in  the  business  of  each  State.  The 
agent  of  a  commercial  house  is  the  agent  of  each 
individual  associated  in  the  firm.  So,  the  busi' 
ness  of  the  United  States  is  the  business  of  each 
State  so  united.  A  person,  therefore,  who  leaves 
his  own  State  to  discharge  any  executive  duties 
at  Washington,  is  employed  in  the  business  of  that 
State,  and  continues  under  its  modified  jurisdic- 
tion. That  the  Committee  of  Elections  should 
confess  themselves  unable  to  discover  a  distinc- 
tion between  such  a  residence  at  Washington,  and 
an  ordinary  "settlement  in  one  of  the  States  of 
the  Union,"  is  indeed  remarkable. 

In  the  .seventh  page  of  the  report,  we  have  a 
statement  of  the  views  of  the  committee  respect- 
ins?  ambassadors  and  other  foreign  agents,  which, 
taken  in  connexion  with  other  parts  of  the  report, 
has  indeed  surprised  me.  It  is  stated  that  no 
analogy  exists  between  the  cases  of  such  foreiga 
agents,  and  the  case  in  question ;  inasmuch  as  an 
ambai^sador  cannot  become  a  "citizen"  of  the 
country  in  which  he  resides,  nor  can  "  lose  his 
allegiance"  to  his  own  country.  Here  the  com- 
mittee have  fallen  into  the  very  error  (if  error  it 
be)  against  which,  in  a  former  part  of  their  report, 
they  hold  out  a  pointed  caution,  in  page  4  they 
say  that  "many  of  the  misconceptions"  which 
prevail  respecting  inhabitancy,  have  arisen  from 
confounding  the  terms  inh/ihUaut  and  ritiztn.  "  The 
word  inhabitant,"  they  say,  "comprehends  a  sim- 
ple fact,  locality  of  existence;  that  of  citizen,  a 
combination  of  civil  privileges."  Yet,  in  page  7, 
when  speaking  of  ambassadors,  they  commit  the 
very  error  against  which  they  had  just  protested : 
and  sf)eak  of  rUizenship  and  nJlcjiancf,  saying 
nothing  of  inhahUaun/,  and  the  ambassador's  local 
existence.  If  the  mam  doctrine  of  the  report  be 
correct,  that  "civil  privileges"  relate  exclusively 
to  citizenship,  and  not  at  all  to  inhabitancy,  and 
that  inhabitancy  comprehends  barely  the  fact  of 
local  existence,  then  an  ambassador  is  most  plain- 
ly and  indisputably  an  inhabitant  of  the  country 
in  which  he  resides.  The  doctrine,  therefore,  in 
relation  to  ambassadors,  is  utterly  inconsistent 
with  the  fundamental  principle  of  this  report. 

Equally  inconsistent  with  it  is  the  report  of  the 
same  Committee  of  Elections,  made  on  the  3d 
instant,  in  the  case  of  the  memW  from  Georgia, 
(Mr.  Forsyth.)  "  The  cajKicity  in  which  he 
acted,"  says  this  second  report,  "  excludes  the  idea 
that,  by  the  performance  of  his  duty  abroad,  he 
ceased  to  be  an  inhabitant  of  the  United  Slates." 
How  the  caj^city  in  which  a  person  acts,  can 
change  the  "fact"  of  his  local  existence,  is  per- 
fectly incomprehensible.  If  the  doctrine  of  the 
first  report  be  true,  that  inhabitancy  means  barely 
the  fact  of  local  existence;  and  if  a  .Minister  of 
the  United  States  actually  reside  in  Spain,  it  fol- 
lows by  irresistible  necessity  that  he  is  an  inhab- 
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iiant  of  Spain,  and  not  of  the  United  States.  To 
speak  of  the  capacity  of  a  Minister,  and  the  priv- 
ileges resulting  to  him  from  that  capacity,  is,  ac- 
cording to  the  first  report,  wholly  foreign  to  the 
question  of  inhabitancy  ;  since  privileges  relate 
wholly  to  citizenship,  and  not  at  all  to  inhabit- 
ancy, which  means  barely  local  existence.  If, 
therefore,  the  first  report  be  correct,  the  second 
cannot  be  correct. 

This  second  report,  after  having  thus  attempted 
to  prove  that  the  member  from  Georgia  (Mr. 
Forsyth)  was,  while  actually  residing  in  Spain, 
in  reality  an  inhabitant  of  the  United  Slates,  pro- 
ceeds to  say,  that  "  inasmuch  as  he  had  no  in- 
habitancy in  any  other  part  of  the  Union  than 
Georgia,  he  must  be  considered  as  in  the  same 
situation  as  before  the  acceptance  of  the  appoint- 
ment." Here  is  laid  down  the  doctrine  of  con- 
structive inhabitancy,  as  broadly  as  I  have  ever 
claimed  it.  A  person,  though  actually  living  in 
Spain,  is  to  be  consuUred  as  living  in  Georgia,  be- 
cause he  was  in  ''the  performance  of  his  duty 
abroad,"  and  because  he  lived  in  no  "  other  part 
of  the  Union  than  Georgia."  For  the  same  rea- 
son a  person  who  performs  executive,  legislative, 
or  judicial  duties  at  Washington,  and  who  takes 
no  part  in  the  civil  concerns  of  the  place,  "must 
be  considered  as  in  the  same  situation  as  before 
the  acceptance  of  the  appointment."  This  is  the 
true  doctrine  of  our  free  and  liberal  institutions, 
as  well  as  of  the  second  report  of  the  committee, 
though  it  IS  utterly  inconsistent  with  their  first 
report. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  case  of  an  ambassador 
or  other  minister  is  wholly  different  from  the 
present  case,  because  he  is  invested  expressly  with 
certain  privileges  by  interneUumil  late.  This  dif- 
ference is  wholly  imaginary.  The  real  substance 
of  the  privileges  of  a  Minister  is,  that  he  is  not 
subject  to  llie  laws  and  government  of  the  coun- 
try in  which  he  resides.  And  the  reason  of  this 
IS  given  by  writers  on  public  law.  This  exemp- 
tion is  given,  because  without  it  he  could  not 
discharge,  properly  and  independently,  the  duties 
of  his  office.  This  is  the  simple  account  of  the 
case;  there  is  no  magic  in  it  whatever.  A  Min- 
ister is  allowed  certain  privileges  while  abroad, 
to  facilitate  the  discharge  of  his  duties  while  there, 
but  having  no  relierence  whatever  to  the  continu- 
ance or  exercise  of  merely  municipal  rights  at 
home. 

This  view  is  supported  by  the  very  meaning  of 
the  word  international.  International  law  is  the 
law  which  prevails  between  nations,  and  is  en- 
tirely distinct  from  the  internal  law  of  a  nation. 
The  qualifications  of  memt>ers  of  this  House  are 
prescribed  by  our  own  internal  and  purely  muni- 
cipal regulations.  To  call  in  international  law 
to  set  aside  or  restrain  a  municipal  regulation  of 
a  purely  municipal  subject,  is  plainly  an  error. 
A  .Minister,  appointed  to  a  foreign  mission,  re- 
ceives the  protection  of  international  law  the  mo- 
ment he  leaves  his  own  country.  He  enjoys  this 
protection  while  on  his  passage  out.  while  in  a 
foreign  country,  and  while  on  his  return  ;  but  the 
moment  he  touches  his  own  country,  that  moment 


this  protection  ceases,  and  he  becomes  subject 
again  to  the  municipal  regulations  of  his  country. 
International  law  returns  him  to  his  country,  but 
cannot  allot  him  to  this  or  that  particular  sec- 
tion of  it.  The  latter  is  the  part,  purely,  of  mu- 
nicipal law.  To  say  that  international  law  de- 
termines whether  a  Minister  of  the  United  States, 
on  his  return  from  his  mission,  is  an  inhabitant  of 
Georgia  or  of  Maine,  within  the  meaning  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  so  as  to  be  eli- 
gible to  a  seat  in  this  House,  is  too  obviously  in- 
correct to  need  comment. 

But,  even  if  we  could  for  a  moment  admit,  that 
international  law  can  determine  the  municipal  pri- 
vileges of  our  citizens,  it  has  no  bearing  on  the 
question  of  inhabitancy,  if  the  doctrine  of  the  first 
report  be  correct,  that  privileges  relate  wholly  to 
citizenship,  while  inhabitancy  means  the  simple 
fact  of  local  existence.  To  resort  to  international 
law  to  ascertain  the  fact  where  a  person  has  his 
local  existence,  is  to  give  that  law  a  use,  which  it 
is  believed  is  wholly  new. 

Under  every  view  of  the  subject,  therefore,  it  is 
evident  that  international  law  cannot  be  brought 
to  fix  any  difference  between  the  case  of  an  Ex- 
ecutive officer  in  foreign  employment,  and  one 
employed  at  the  Seat  of  Government.  If  "the 
word  inhabitant  comprehends  a  simple  fact,  lo- 
cality of  existence,"  as  the  first  report  contends, 
then  a  Minister  residing  abroad  most  plainly  ceases 
to  be  an  inhabitant  of  his  own  country,  during 
such  residence.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  as  the  sec- 
ond report  contends,  a  Minister,  as  to  his  inhabi- 
tancy, "must  be  considered  as  in  the  same  situa- 
tion as  before  the  acceptance  of  the  appointment," 
since  he  is  in  "  the  performance  of  his  duty  abroad  ;" 
equally  ought  a  person,  who  is  in  "the  perfor- 
mance of  his  duty"  in  an  Executive  office  at 
Washington,  to  "  be  considered  as  in  the  same  sit- 
uation as  before  the  acceptance  of  the  appoint- 
ment." The  same  rule,  under  a  Government  of 
equal  laws,  must  apply  to  both. 

From  these  views,  Mr.  Chairman,  of  the  prin- 
ciples contained  in  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Elections  on  the  case  in  question,  and  of  the  ob- 
vious inconsistency  of  its  different  parts,  we  may 
easily  determine,  whether  that  clear  and  positive 
case  is  made  out,  without  which  the  right  of  a 
silling  member,  and  the  clearly  expressed  will  of 
the  people,  ought  never  to  be  set  aside. 

(Minutes  of  the  first  part  only  of  Mr.  B's  re- 
marks, were  taken  by  the  reporter.  In  the  subse- 
quent part,  Mr.  B.  contended,  that  he  had  a  right 
to  complain  of  the  course  which  proceedings  had 
taken — that  very  partial  and  feeble  remonstrances, 
two  out  of  a  great  number  which  were  arot  up  out 
of  his  district,  printed,  and  distributed  through  it 
anonymously,  were  forwarded  to  a  member  with  an 
anonymous  letter,  and  were  received  and  made  the 
ground  of  proceedings,  contrary  to  every  precedent 
in  the  history  of  the  House— that,  in  the  absence 
of  all  evidence  whatever  accompanying  the  re- 
monstrances, the  Committee  of  Elections  proceed- 
ed of  their  own  motion,  to  collect  evidence,  thus 
making  themselves  the  prosecuting  party,  a  situa- 
tion which,  from  the  very  constitution  of  human 
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nature,  without  any  improper  motives,  the  impu- 
tation of  which  was  expressly  disclaimed,  must 
give  a  bias  to  the  coramittee  uufavorable  to  the 
sitting  member,  and  render  his  position  less  eligi- 
ble than  if  his  seat  had  bten  regularly  contested  ; 
and  that  thus  an  unfavorable  report  by  a  bare 
majority  of  the  committee  was  obtained,  which, 
from  the  confidence  habitually  and  necessarily 
^iven  by  the  House  to  its  committees,  operated  in- 
juriously to  the  sitting  member.  Mr.  B.  proceeded 
to  argue,  that  whether  the  rules  and  practice  of 
the  United  Stales,  or  those  of  Massachusetts,  be 
taken  as  the  test,  the  report  of  the  Comnmiee  was 
unsound;  kince  the  Journal  of  the  Convention 
of  1787  proves  that  ih}u\hUa)U  and  rexidtiU  were 
deemed  different,  and  numerous  precedents,  both 
of  Massachusetts  and  of  the  United  Slates,  coulirui 
the  distinction.] 

When  Mr.  Baiiley  had  concluded — 

Mr.  Storrs  of  New  York,  put  aeveral  queries 
in  illustration  of  the  case.  \ 

To  which  Mr.  Bailey  brietiy  replied. 

Mr.  MooRE,  of  Alabama,  moved  tiiat  the  Com- 
mittee rise;  which  motion  was  negatived ayes 

71,  noes  75. 

Mr.  Brent  then  spoke  in  support  of  the  right 
of  Mr.  Bailey  to  his  seat,  and  against  the  rei)orl 
of  the  Committee,  which  he  moved  to  amend  by 
striking  out  the  word  "not." 

Mr.  Fuller,  of  Massachusetts,  expressed  a  wish 
to  deliver  his  sentiments,  but,  on  account  of  the 
lateness  of  the  hour,  moved  that  the  Committee 
rise;  which  was  carried. 

The  Committee  rose  accordingly,  and,  having 
reported  progress,  had  leave  to  sit  again. 


Wednesday,  March  17. 

Mr.  Rankin   from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub-    c...,  ^„u  .mu  y«ieruay  upposeu  me  aiJop- 

hc  Lands,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  by  |  lion  of  this  resolution,  withdrew  his  opposition, 
resolution,  nn  thp  1  fiiii  lit  inii^   ro.^<-vrf«ri  „  i.;ii    ..  '     i i_:       i    .i  •'  „     j  fv,  inuu, 


Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be  discharged  from  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  of  the  25th  of  February  ultimo,  instruct- 
ing them  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  making 
roads,  levees,  &c.,  on  public  lands  in  the  State  of 
Louisiana  ;  also,  from  the  memorial  of  the  Gene- 
ral Assembly  of  Indiana,  asking  that  relief  may 
be  given  to  purchasers  of  public  lands,  of  a  cer- 
tain description,  referred  on  the  23d  of  February 
ultimo;  as,  also,  from  the  cases  of  William  Con- 
ner and  E.  J.  West,  and  thai  they  be  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Shahfe,  by  leave  of  the  House,  presented 
a  petition  and  representation  of  the  booksellers, 
bookbinders,  printers,  and  paper  dealers,  residing 
in  the  city  of  New  York,  praying  Congress  to 
"impose  such  an  iucrea.>ed  rate  of  duty  on  the 
importation  of  such  books  as  are  usually  repub- 
lished in  this  country,  as  will  protect  the  Ameri- 
can publisher  from  uncertainty  and  lost,  in  his  en- 
terprises.'' 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Newton,  two  thousand  ad- 
ditional copies  of  the  communication  from  the 
Treasury,  containing  a  digest  of  the  commerce  of 
the  United  Slates,  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  resolution  offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  Breck, 
was  called  up  lor  consideration  ;  and,  on  motion 
ol  Mr.  B.,  it  was  modified  so  as  to  read  as  follows : 

Hetulred,  Thut  the  Committee  of  Commerce  be  in- 
structed to  report  to  this  House  whether  »n/  Itw 
exists  in  contravention  of  the  provisions  of  the  conTcn- 
lion  of  the  ad  of  July,  1815,  made  betwten  this  coun- 
try and  Ureal  Britain  ;  also,  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  countervailing  by  law  any  duties  or  port 
charges  on  .\uierican  commerce  or  tonnage  which 
Great  Britain  may  lay  thereon  in  her  coloniea,  or 
elsewhere. 

Mr.  Newton,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  who  had  yesterday  opposed  the  adop- 


resolution,  on  the  13lu  ultimo,  reported  a  bill  sup- 
plementary to  "An  act  providing  for  the  examina- 
tion of  titles  and  claims  to  land  in  that  part  of 
the  Slate  of  Louisiana  situated  between  the  Rio 
Hondo  and  the  Sabine  river;"  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Commillee  of  the 
Whole. 


r.KANKiN,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom  !  sion  list 


and  explained  the  circumstances  of  the  case  to 
which  the  resolution  refers. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  White,  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Pensions  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  placing  John  Pier- 
ponl,  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution,  upon  the  pen- 


the  subject  wa^  referred,  by  resolution,  on  the  Gih 
January  last,  reported  a  bill  granting  to  the  coun- 
ties of  each  State  and  Territory  of  the  United 
States,  in  which  the  public  lands  are  situated,  the 
right  of  pre-emption  to  quarter  sections  of  land 
for  seals  of  justice  within  the  same;  which  was 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Hamilton,  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  repealing  or  amending  the  act 
passed  for  the  relief  of  John  B.  Hogan,  at  the  last 
session. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mercer,  the  Committee  on 


read  twice,  and  comni  tied  to  the  Committee  "of  the  Su  ;;;;;:,on  of  h  A  r  can  S  ave  ^a  were 
the  whole  House  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedu'ncvof  amld- 
grani.ng  to  the  Territory  of  Arkansas  the  right  of   mg  the  existing  laws  of  the  UnUed  Stlte    fTrlhe 


pre-emption  to  certain  quarter  sections  of  la'nd. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
the  subject  wai  referred,  by  resolution,  on  the  2d 


suppression  of  that  traffic,  so  as  to  extend  the 
penalties  tl^ereof  to  cases  of  expeditions  fitted  out 
in  foreign  ports  or  places  for  that  traffic,  by,  or  on 


of  February  ultimo,  reported  a  bill  changing  tiie  |  account" of,- citr/ens"  or  peTsons'residrnrwrUH^ 
mode  ot  surveying  the  public  lands  on  any  river,  '  jurisdiction  of  the  Uni^d  sJ^^j^^/'^'"^  ^'^'^'^  ^^e 
lake,  bayou  or  water-course,  in  the  State  of  Mis-  |  The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to 
rti^'^rce  and'cr^rL^LTl^  "'"'  was  |  authorize  the  employing  of  ^Jrtlm  Is.taniV  !„" 
[rewrieU^ulertml^^^^^  '')  ul^^^L^d:''   ''''^^''  ^''  '"''  '''  ''''' 
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MR.  BAILEY'S  CASE. 

The  House  then  passed  to  the  orders  of  the  day, 
and  went  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr. 
Cobb  in  the  Chair.)  on  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Elections  in  the  case  of  John  Bailey. 

And  the  question  being,  on  Mr.  Brent's  mo- 
lion,  to  strike  out  the  word  "not"  in  the  close 
of  that  report,  so  as  to  make  it  declare  that  Mr. 
Bailey  u  entitled  to  a  seat  on  the  floor  of  this 
House. 

Mr.  Fuller  said  he  felt  some  embarrassment  in 
addressing  the  Committee,  in  consequence  of  the 
notice  given  yesterday  of  his  intention,  a  cir- 
cumstance he  always,  if  possible,  avoided.  He 
would  not  deny,  he  said,  that  he  fell  a  strong  de- 
sire to  convince  them  of  the  correctness  of  the 
views  which  he  entertained  upon  the  subject  of 
the  contested  election  of  the  sitting  member  from 
the  district  of  Norfolk,  in  Massachusetts. 

The  power  of  deciding  upon  the  claims  of  mem- 
bers to  their  seats  is  given  in  the  1st  article,  5th 
section  of  the  Constitution,  in  these  words,  viz: 
"  Each  House  shall  be  the  judge  of  the  elections, 
returns,  and  qvnlijiraJii/7ts,  of  its  own  members." 
This  clause  comprehends  three  particulars  :  elec- 
tions, returns,  and  "qualifications.''  The  two 
first,  it  is  manifest,  cannot  have  been  previously 
considered  and  determined  by  the  people  them- 
selves, and  are,  therefore,  to  be  determined  by  the 
House,  unaided  and  uninfluenced  by  such  previous 
determination.  But  the  "qualifications"  of  the 
member,  as  they  must  hare  existed  before  and  at 
the  time  of  the  election,  must  be  presumed  to  have 
had  the  deliberate  consideration  of  the  electors 
them>elves,  and  if  the  House  should  reverse  their 
decision,  it  ought  to  be  supported  by  the  most 
clear  and  incontrovertible  reasons.  What  are  the 
qualitications  required  by  the  Constitution  for  a 
member  of  this  body?  That  he  be  twenty-five 
years  of  ago,  have  been  seven  year>  a  citizen  of 
the  United  Slates,  and,  "when  elected, an  inhabi- 
tant of  the  Slate  in  which  he  shall  be  chosen." 
The  last  of  these  qualifications  is  the  only  one 
neces-^ary  to  be  considered  in  the  present  case; 
and  of  this,  above  all  others,  I  contend,  said  Mr. 
F.,  that  the  citizens  by  whose  suffrages  the  mem- 
ber was  elected,  and  has  hitherto  held  his  seat, 
possessed  far  better  means  of  judging  correctly 
than  this  House,  or  its  Committee  of  Elections, 
can  possibly  possess.  Without  going,  at  this  mo- 
ment, into  technical  definitions  of  the  term  tn- 
habitaat,  1  may  safely  affirm  that  the  }fpiri>  and 
intent  of  the  Constitution,  in  requiring  a  member 
to  be  an  inhabitant ;  to  secure  a  perfect  knowledge 
of  the  sentiments  and  interests  of  his  constituents ; 
lo  identify  his  views  and  springs  of  action  with 
theirs,  may  be  more  safely  confided  in  its  applica- 
tion to  the  constituents  themselves  than  to  any 
other  tribunal  whatever.  The  general  character 
of  a  candidate  for  the  people's  favor,  his  habits  of 
intercourse  with  themselves,  his  knowledge  of 
their  circumstances,  opinions,  and  interests,  are 
peculiarly  within  their  view,  and  subject  to  their 
obsi'rvaiion.  They  cannot  possibly  err  in  their 
judgment  upon  thuse  points;  and  their  interest 
coincides  with  their  local  and  personal  feelings  in 


withholding  their  suffrages  from  any  candidate 
who  is  deficient  in  these  respects.  If  they  are 
satisfied,  there  can  be  very  little  danger  that  the 
member  is  wanting  in  the  qualification  of  being 
an  inhabitant  according  to  the  spirit  of  the  Con- 
stitution. Now,  this  judgment  of  the  Electors  is 
founded  upon  innumerable  circumstances  of  daily 
occurrence,  which  can  never  admi^  of  being  de- 
tailed in  depositions,  and,  therefore,  cannot  be 
presented  in  their  true  and  proper  light  to  this 
House.  Hence,  arises  the  obvious  inference,  that 
the  decision  of  the  people  on  this  point  ought  not 
lo  be  reversed  but  upon  palpable  grounds,  and  by 
no  means  upon  any  construction  or  technical 
nicely  in  regard  to  the  terms  employed  by  the 
framers  of  the  Constitution. 

As  a  preliminary,  it  is  important  to  ascertain 
the  import  of  the  term  inhabUant,  as  used  in  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  Stales;  and  1  cannot 
but  expn^ss  some  surprise  at  the  limited  and  very 
loose  conceptions  of  the  committee  on  this  point. 
But  I  ought  here  lo  observe  that,  in  ihe  course  of 
my  remarks,  though  I  shall  often  have  occasion 
lo  dissent  entirely  from  the  commillee,  a  majority 
of  whom  only  concurred  in  their  report,  both  in 
their  premises,  and  in  their  general  reasoning,  I 
nevertheless  feel  a  sincere  respect  for  them,  per- 
sonally, and  I  freely  accord  to  them  the  merit  of 
honorable  intentions  and  of  patient  inquiry.     Nor 
ought  any  censure  to  attach  to  those  citizens  of 
Norfolk    district,  however  few  in    number,  who 
deemed  it  their  duty  to  bring  before  this  House  a 
question  upon  the  Constitution  of  their  country, 
which  they  might  deem  important.     In  their  defi- 
nition, the  commillee  say,  the  word  inhabitant, 
comprehends  a  simple  fact,  "locality  of  existence." 
Report,  p.  4.     In  the  next  page,  they  quote  VcUtel, 
book  1,  ch.  19,  sec.  213,  "the  inhabitants,  as  dis- 
'  tinguished  from  citizens,  are  strangers,  who  are 
'  permitted  to  settle  and  stay  in  the  country  ;  they 
'  do  not  participate  in  all  the  rights  of  citizens." 
Is  it  possible,  that  this  definition  from  Vattel,  who 
is  merely  describing  strangers  and  foreigners,  can 
be  the  sense,  in  which  the  word  "  inhabitant," 
was  used  by  the  framers  of  our  Constitution  ?     It 
is  apparent,  that  the  translator  of  Vattel  has  used 
the  word   inhabitant,  in   the  sense  which  is  uni- 
versally attached  to  the  word  resident,  and  without 
having  examined  the  original  for  the  purpose,  I 
think  it  probable,  the  idea  of  the  author  would 
have  been  correctly  expressed  in  our  language,  by 
the  latter  word.     But,  however  that  may  be,  the 
Constitution,  in  speaking  of  inhabitants,  certainly 
does  not  mean  "strangers"  or  foreigners.    Equally 
certain  it  is,  that  "  locality  of  existence,"  is  not 
the  Constitutional  definition,  since  this  transfers 
a  man's   inhabitancy  from  one  place  lo  another, 
whensoever  he  may  be  obliged  to  journey  from 
one  town  or  State  to  another,  however  short  his 
stay,  and  however  speedy  his  return.     Every  ab- 
sence from  the  place  of  his  permanent  abode,  would 
be  a  suspension  of  his  inhabitancy,  and  a  tempo- 
rary disfranchisement   of  his   rights,    under  the 
Constitution.     The  true  meaning  of  the  word  in- 
habitant, in  my  opinion,  is,  a  person  who  has  a 
permanent  home  or  domicil,  in  a  place.     In  this 
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definition  I  am  sustained  by  VcUtcl:  "  The  domicil 
'  is  the  habitation  fixed  in  any  place,  with  the 
'  intention  of  always  staying  there.     A  man  does 
'  not,   then,  establish  his   domicil    in  any  place, 
'  unless  he  make  sufficiently  known  his  intention 
'  of  fixing  there,  either  tacitly  or  by  an  express 
*  declaration.     However,  this   declaration   is   no 
'  reason  why,  ;f  he  afterwards  changes  his  mind, 
'  he  may  not  remove  his  domicil  elsewhere.     In 
'  this  sense,  he  who  stops,  even  for  a  long  time,  in 
'  a  place,  for  the  management  of  his  affairs,  has 
'  only  a  simple  habitation  there,  but  has  no  dom- 
'  icil."    B.  1.  ch.  19,  sect.  218.     That  it  is  in  this 
sense,  of  permanent  habitation,  that  the  word  in- 
habitant is  used  in    the  Constitution,  is  clearly 
shown  from  the  fact  adverted  to,  in  the  report  of 
the  committee  itself.    The  word  resident,  was  used 
m  the  first  draught  of  the  Constitution,  and  after- 
wards, upon  mature  consideration,  was  struck  out, 
and  *•  inhabitant"  substituted,  as  it  now  stands,  as 
the  qualification  for  Representatives ;  while,  in  art. 
2,  sec.  1,  it  was  provided,  in  the  original  draught, 
that  the  President  shall  have  been  fourteen  years 
an  "inhabitant"  of  the  United  States,  and  was 
afterwards  so  altered  as  to  require  the  present  pro- 
vision, viz :  that  he  shall  have   been    '•  fourteen 
years  a  resident  within  the  United  States."  Hence, 
It  is  certain  that  it  was  then  intended,  as  to  the  i 
candidate  for  President,  not  merely  that  he  should 
have  his  permanent  habitation  for  that  period  of 
time,  in    the   country,   because   such    habitation 
would  not  preclude  his  absence  from  the  country  ' 
on  public  or  private  business,  perhaps  two-thirds  ! 
of  the  time  ;  but  he  should  have  the  advantage  of 
actual  residence,  or,  in  the  words  of  the  report,  of' 
"  local  existence,"  during  that  period,  within  the 
limits  of  the  country,  over  which  he  is  to  preside. 
At  the  same  time,  a  Representative  is  required, 
not  merely   to  have  his  residence,  or  temporary 
"  local  lexistence,"  in  the  Slate  "  when  elected," 
which  he  might  do,  without  any  fixed  habitation 
there,  and  without  having  ever  passed  a  month  or 
even  a  week  within  the  State,  or  having  any  right 
or  interest  in  common  with  its  citizens;  but  he 
must  have  his  permanent  habitation  or  domicil  in 
the  State,  which  is  implied  in  requiring  him  to  be 
an    "inhabitant."     How   much    more   wise  and 
effectual  is  this  provision,  than  the  requisition  of 
residence  only,  must  be  obvious  to  all;  yet,  it  is 
in  this  sense  only,  by  the  construction  of  the  com- 
mittee, that  a  Representative  is  required  to  be  an 
inhabitant.     He   must,   when   elected,   have   his 
"local  existence"  within  the  State,  but  his  perma- 
nent habitation  may  be  in  any  other  State,  or  in 
any  other  country  1     Their  quotations  from  VcU^d, 
showing  that  inhabitants  may  be  strangers,  that 
is  to  say,  foreigners,  fully  justifies  me  in  ascribing 
to   them    this   preposterous   interpretation  of  the 
Constitution. 

The  committee  very  properly  concede,  that  the 
definition  of  the  word  "  inhabitant,"  as  it  was 
contemporaneously  understood  in  Massachusetts, 
ought  to  have  great  weight  in  fixing  its  import  in 
the  present  case;  and  they  cite  a  passage  in  the 
constitution  of  that  State,  fur  the  purpose  of  sus- 
taining their  own  conclusion  upon  that  point,  viz  : 


"  To  remove  all  doubt  concerning  the  word  in- 
I  '  habitant,  in  this  constitution,  every  person  shall 
j  '  be  considered  an  inhabitant  for  the  purpose  of 
I  *  electing  and  being  elected,  into  any  office  or 
'  place  within  the  State,  in  that  town,  district,  or 
'  plantation,  where  he  dwelleth  or  hath  his  home." 
Rep.  p.  6,  Now,  this  passage  in  our  Slate  con- 
stitution is  in  point,  not  to  support,  but  to  confute 
the  reasoning  of  the  committee  ;  for  it  shows,  con- 
clusively, that  the  citizens  of  Massachusetts  can 
elect  and  be  elected,  not  where  they  have  a  mere 
"  local  existence,"  where  they  are  "  strangers," 
in  the  language  of  I'atitl ;  but,  where  they  have 
their  "home" — their  domicil,  or  permanent  res- 
idence. 

in  conformity  with  this  undersUnding  of  their 
constitution,  has  been  the  constant  usage  in  Mass- 
achusetts, of  which  it  is  easy  to  enumerate  many 
instances  in   point.     As   a  qualification   for  the 
office  of  Governor,  the  same  constitution  requires 
that  the  candidate  shall  have  been  an  inhabiianl 
of  the  State  fur  seven  years  "next  preceding  his 
election."     Mr.  Gore  had  been  absent  in  England 
six  or  seven  years,  as  a  commissioner  under  the 
treaty  of  1794,  and,  within   three  or  four  years 
after  his  return,  was  elected  Governor.     This  was 
in  limes  of  violent  parly  contention,  yet,  among 
many  objections  taken  at  the  scrutiny  in  the  Le- 
gislature, this  was  never  once  mentioned.     The 
nresent  Governor,  Eusiis,  had  been  absent  from 
his  country  on  a  foreign  mission,  for  many  years, 
and,  within  three  or  four  years  after  his  return, 
was  elected  to  the  same  office.     It  never  once  oc- 
curred to  those  who  preferred  his  rival,  that  he 
was  not  eligible,  because,  for  more  than  half  ihe 
"  seven  years  next  preceding;  his  election,"  he  had 
,  had  his  "local  existence"  in  a  foreign  country. 
Nor  are  instances  wanting  of  persons  who  were 
absent  on  their  own  private  concerns,  being  elect- 
ed to  offices  requiring,  by  the  Constitution,  thac 
they  should  have  been  inhabitants  a  term  of  years 
which  included  the  period  of  their  absence,  '•  next 
preceding"  their  election ;  amon^  whom  the  ca.ses 
of  Benjamin  Hitchborn  and  William  Hull  were  in 
evidence  l>efore  the  committee.     To  obviate  the 
force  of  these  practical  interpretations  of  the  term 
"inhabitant,"  as  used  in  Massachusetu,  the  com- 
mittee are  obliged  to  resort  to  the  supposition  that 
the  elections  were  not  duly  contested  or  scruti- 
nized, because  such  opposition  to  the  "choice  of 
the  people  is  a  very  unpleasant  task."     But  the 
fact  IS  well  known  that  this  "unpleasant  task" 
was  constantly,  and  with  avidity,  undertaken  by 
rivals  and  partisans,  whenever  any  plausible  nri 
text  was  afforded;  and  many  examples  of  success- 
ful opposition  to  sating  members  might  easily  be 
adduced.     The  real  cause  of  forf^earance  to  lake 
this  exception  to  the  validity  of  ihe  elections,  be- 
fore slated,  was  ihai  the  common  sense  and  un- 
derstanding of  the  community  concurred  in  giving 
the  constructiun  for  which   we  contend,   to  the 
term  in  question. 

How,  then,  it  may  be  asked,  is  the  permanent 
domicil,  the  home  or  habitation  of  a  i)erson  to  be 
deiermined--of  a  man  who,  though  once  well 
known  as  both  an   inhabitant  and  resident,  has 
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been  several  years  absent?  The  answer  is  not 
difficult;  the  true  characteristic  is  the  animus  re- 
verieiuli^  the  intent  of  returning.  When  a  person 
removes  from  his  proper  home,  and  goes  to  an- 
other State  or  country  with  the  intention  of  fixing 
there  his  home,  his  rights,  as  an  inhabitant  of  the 
place  from  which  he  departs,  cease  immediately, 
and  do  not  continue,  as  the  committee  erroneous- 
ly suppose,  till  he  shall  have  acquired  new  rights 
in  "  the  place  where  he  has  taken  up  his  resi- 
dence." Rep.  p.  5.  The  very  act  of  departure, 
with  the  intention  of  not  returning,  severs  at  once 
his  relation  of  citizen,  and  divests  all  his  rights 
and  privileges  as  such.  On  the  contrary,  if  he 
leaves  his  home  for  any  other  Stale  or  country  to 
transact  business,  public  or  private — as  a  minister 
in  a  foreign  court,  or  a  consul;  or,  as  a  merchant, 
a  factor,  or  a  student — still  intending,  when  the 
object  of  his  departure  from  his  permanent  home 
shall  have  been  accomplished,  to  return  and  re- 
sume his  accustomed  residence;  then  he  is  never 
divested  of  the  rights  which  his  inhabitancy  con- 
ferred. His  absence,  it  is  true,  deprived  him,  in 
some  respects,  of  enjoying  ihose  rights,  while  it 
continued,  but  the  rights  themselves  were  neither 
extinguished  nor  suspended. 

In  many  cases,  it  is  true,  there  mav  be  much 
difficulty  in  determining,  or  proving,  the  existence 
or  non-existence  of  the  intention  of  returning ;  and 
I  have  no  doubt  the  confused  and  contradictory 
reasoning  of  (he  committee  may  be,  in  a  great 
degree,  traced  to  their  mistaking  the  evidence  of 
the  criterion  for  the  criterion  itself.  Thus  they 
say,  p.  8.,  if  a  son  absents  himself  from  his  father's 
house  for  years,  and  in  the  meantime  marries  a 
wife — hi?  original  domicil  must  be  considered  as 
abandoned,  and  a  new  one  established,  &c.  Now, 
who  does  not  see  that  the  mere  circumstances  of 
absence  from  his  home  for  several  years,  and 
marrying  a  wife  in  another  place,  are  not  ipao 
facto  a  j>ernianent  change  of  habitation;  they  are, 
indeed,  circumstances  having  a  tendency  to  estab- 
lish the  real  criterion,  the  intention.  The  truth 
IS,  a  person  cannot  assume  the  right  of  a  citizen 
or  inhabitant  in  the  place  to  which  he  removes, 
without  his  own  voluntary  assent.  The  relation 
of  a  citizen  to  the  country  or  community  where 
he  belongs,  is  a  contract,  and  his  assent  is  indis- 
pensable. By  mere  residence,  it  is  true,  he  incurs 
certain  obligations,  and  by  comity  between  our 
States  and  cities,  his  silence  alone  might  be  con- 
sidered as  implying  his  assent  to  become  a  citi- 
zen ;  but  if  he  remains  silent,  when  he  really  does 
not  intend  to  l»ecome  a  citizen  by  a  permanent 
residence,  and  by  that  means  is  admitted  to  exer- 
cise the  rights  of  a  citizen,  he  commits  a  fraud 
upon  the  community,  whose  comity  is  thus  abused. 
It  he  disclosed  the  truth,  that  he  considers  the 
place  from  which  he  came  as  his  proper  home, 
and  that  he  does  not  intend  to  become  a  citizen  of 
the  place  of  his  temporary  residence,  nor  to  iden- 
tify himself  as  such  with  its  interests;  he  could 
not  be  admitted  to  the  privileges  of  citizens  and 
inhabitants.  Will  any  one  deny  that  a  person, 
persisting  in  such  an  intention,  explicilly  avowed, 
of  returning  to  Boston  or  Philadelphia,  his  native 


city,  and  the  place  from  which  he  had  emigrated, 
would  not  be  allowed,  at  Richmond  or  Charles- 
ton, to  exercise  the  right  of  suffrage  as  a  citizen  ? 
No  length  of  time,  not  even  marriage  or  any 
other  circumstance,  could  obviate  the  single  ob- 
jection as  long  as  it  continued  to  exist.  Our  laws 
for  naturalization  of  aliens  require  a  solemn  de- 
claration in  a  court  of  record  of  the  wish  and  in- 
tention of  foreigners  to  take  upon  themselves  the 
duties  and  rights  of  citizens.  The  difference  be- 
tween foreigners  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales,  in  relation  to  each  other,  is  only  in  the 
degree  of  alienage,  if  I  may  use  the  expression  j 
the  principles  in  transfer  of  rights  and  obligations 
from  citizens  of  one  State  to  another  are  perfectly 
analogous.  The  intention  in  one  case  must  be 
solemnly  avowed  in  a  court,  in  the  other  it  is 
sometimes  inferred  from  residence  and  silence, 
with  other  concurrent  circumstances;  but,  in  nei- 
ther case,  can  the  new  relation  of  citizen  be  ob- 
tained against  the  explicit  intention  of  the  indi- 
vidual himself. 

Let  us  apply  these  principles  to  the  case  of  the 
member  from  Massachusetts,  whose  seat  is  con- 
tested. He  is  a  native  of  Canton,  in  the  State 
for  which  he  was  elected ;  but,  at  an  early  age, 
left  his  father's  house,  and  received  bis  education 
at  a  college  in  a  neighboring  Slate.  When  his 
education  was  completed,  he  was  appointed  an 
instrucler  in  the  same  seminary,  where  he  re- 
mained several  years. 

On  his  return  to  his  native  place,  he  was  very 
shorlly  elected  a  member  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
State,  and  on  that  occasion,  his  absence  from  the 
Slate  was  urged  as  a  disqualification  under  the 
provision  of  the  constitution  of  the  State  before 

stated,  requiring  the  inhabitancy  of  members  within 
the  Slate  for  a  term  of  years  next  preceding.     Af- 
ter full  investigation,  the  objection  was  abandoned, 
which  is  another  practical  inlerpreialion  of  the 
term  inhabitant,  in    the   State  ot  .Massachusetts. 
In  Auiumn,  1817,  he  was  appointed  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  Slate  a  clerk   in    that   department,   in 
which  situation  he  remained,  till  he  was  elected 
to  the  station  which  he  now  occupies.     During 
this  period,  he  has  frequently  revisited  his  friends 
in  Norfolk  district,  and  has  constantly  maintained 
such  an  intercourse  through  the  medium  of  friends 
and  correspondents,  as  has  preserved  an  intimate 
knowledge  of  his  present  constituents,  and  of  their 
sentiments  and  political  views.     Indeed,  without 
this,  it  may  safely  be  affirmed  he  could  not  have 
obtained  a  nomination,  much  less   an   election, 
against  numerous  competitors  and  powerful  oppo- 
sition.    Several  years  since,  it  is  within  my  per- 
sonal   knowledge,   though   not    included   in   the 
printed    evidence  before  the  committee,  that  he 
was  a  candidate  for  the  same  station,  which,  how- 
ever, was  at  that  lime  conferred  on  the  worthy 
predecessor  in  this  House  of  Governor  Eusiis.    Be- 
fore his  appointment  tolhe  State  Department,  and 
while  an   instrucler  at  Providence,  he  selected  a 
library,  of  considerable  value,  which  was  placed 
in  his  apartment  in  his  father's  house,  and  there 
still  remains.     In   Washington  he   had    lived    in 
a  boarding  house,  and  devoted  his  attention  exclu- 
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sively  to  his  official  duties,  taking  no  share  what- 
ever, in  the  local  concerns  of  the  city  or  the  Dis- 
trict. He  neirer  a>sembied  at  the  ward  or  other 
local  ntieetings,  was  never  a  candidate  for  any  of- 
fice, was  never  assessed  in  any  tax,  or  took  any 
other  concern  in  the  interests  of  the  place,  than 
any  stranger.  Had  he  intended  to  become  a  citi- 
zen of  Washington,  it  is  reasonable  to  presume  he 
would  have  intermingled  in  the  various  measures 
which  have  characterized  the  citizens  of  the  Dis- 
trict. With  the  ambition  which  we  must  admit 
he  has  always  entertained,  of  participating  in  the 
councils  of  the  nation,  an  honorable  ambition,  of 
which  he  never  lost  sight,  instead  of  seeking  that 
distinction  from  the  suflVages  of  his  native  district 
of  Norfolk,  he  would  probably  have  been  foremost 
among  tliose  who  have  so  exerted  their  efforts  to 
obtain  a  delegate  for  the  District  of  Columbia 
up|on  the  floor  of  this  House.  In  these  efforts  he 
might  reasonably  have  expected  some  di>tinction  ; 
and,  could  tlie  point  have  been  attained  by  de- 
livering the  citizens  from  what  some  of  them 
have  recently  denominated  the  "despotism"  of 
Congress — a  paternal  despotism,  however,  they 
admit  it  to  be — he  might  fairly  have  challenged 
a  high  place  among  the  '-liberators"  of  the  pres- 
seni  times.  From  all  these  overt  acts  of  citi- 
zenship, he  wholly  abstained  ;  and  these,  in  my 
opinion,  constitute  a  chain  of  negative  facts, 
which,  in  coincidence  with  his  continued  and  un- 
contradicted declarations  of  his  intention  of  re- 
maining a  citizen  and  inhabitant  of  Massachusetts, 
which  are  so  explicitly  proved,  can  leave  no  pos- 
.sible  doubt  that  sucii  was  his  intention,  fixed  and 
unchanging,  from  the  day  of  his  departure  to  the 
present  hour. 

The  circumstance  of  his  marriage  has  not  the 
least  tendency  of  an  opposite  character.  His  wife 
was  herself  a  foreiigner,  having  resided  only  four 
years  in  this  country  ;  and  he  has  never  assumed 
the  station  of  a  housekeeper,  but  has  remained 
with  his  wife  at  board,  as  before,  not  indeed,  in  a 
public  hotel,  but  with  her  mother.  Members  of 
Congress  not  very  unfrequently  enter  into  the 
matrimonial  connexion  in  Washington,  and  it 
would  be  as  reasonable  to  fix  them,  by  that  act, 
citizens  of  Washington,  as  the  silting  member. 

It  is  clearly  admitted  by  the  report  (p.  7)  that  ' 
Ministers  of  the  United  States,  resident  in  foreign 
countries,  do  not  by  such  absence  lose  their  rights 
as  citizens  or  inhabitants  of  the  States  in  which  ' 
they  bad  previously  possessed  them.     Here,  then,  ' 
the  committee  are  compelled  to  admit  an  exception 
to  their  principle  before  adverted  to,  that  inhabi- 1 
tancy  is  "  locality  of  existence."     They  seem  also  ' 
to  admit,  but  less  explicitly,  that  the  higher  offi- ' 
cers  of  the  Government  may  still  retain  their  right ' 
of  inhabitancy  in   the   States,  though  they  may 
reside  at  Washington,  in  the  discharge  of  their ! 
public  functions  ;  while  they  deny  this  advantage  I 
to  those  in  "  subordinate  employnients."     In  other 
words,  the  President  and  the  Heads  of  the  Execu- 
tive Departments  may  remain  at  Washington,  for  • 
an  indefinite  length  of  time,  without  prejudice  to  ' 
their  respective  rights  and  privilegr>s,  as  citizens  { 
ot  the  States  in  which  they  were  previously  in- 1 


'  habitants.  It  never  was  doubted,  I  presume,  that 
the  President  and  the  principal  Executive  officers 
do  in  fact  retain  those  rights  and  privileges  in  the 
States;  and  instances  have  occurred  when  they 
have  received  the  suffrages  of  the  citizens  of  the 
States  for  offices,  to  which  by  an  opposite  doc- 
trine they  would  be  ineligible.  The  true  reason 
of  this  is,  that  the  circumstances  under  which 
they  reside  at  the  Seat  of  Government,  raise  no 
'  presumption  that  they  intend  to  quit  their  perma- 
nent homes  in  their  respective  States,  or  to  become 
citizens  of  Washington,  Here,  too,  the  committee 
must  admit  another  exception  to  their  principle ; 
and  at  the  same  time  it  is  clear  that  the  intention 
alone,  the  animus  rtvertendi,  determines  the  point 
that  those  high  officers  remain  citizens  of  the 
Slates,  instead  of  being  disfranchised  by  living  at 
the  Seat  of  Government.  By  what  principle  of 
the  Constitution,  by  what  doctrine  known  to  our 
I  republican  sysifin  or  to  human  reason  itself,  can 
they  exclude  inferior  or  "subordinate"  officers 
from  the  same  rights  in  their  respective  States, 
when  their  intention  of  retaining  those  rights,  and 
of  remaining  citizens  of  those  States,  shall  clearly 
appear  ?  It  cannot  be  admitted— this  distinction 
between  chief  and  subordinate  is  abhorrent  to 
justice  an^  to  reason.  Our  fet-lings  revolt  at  the 
assumption.  Nor  ought  it  to  be  overlooked  that 
the  origin  and  the  tenure  of  the  principal  and  sub- 
ordinate officers  of  the  executive  branch  of  the 
Government,  are  alike  known  to  the  Constitution. 
By  art.  2,  sec.  2,  the  President  is  authorized  to 
appoint  his  "principal  executive"  officers,  which 
implies  the  existence  of  inferior  officers  in  those 
departments;  and  the  appointment  of  the  latter  u 
authorized  to  be  vested  in  the  Heads  of  the  De- 
partments. Under  this  authority  a  la  w  was  passed, 
vesting  the  appointment  of  clerks  of  departments 
in  the  Secretaries.  Hence  it  appears  that  the 
tenure  of  their  offices  is  precisely  the  same  with 
that  of  the  Secretaries  themselves.  Ii  is  not  to  be 
tolerated  for  a  moment,  therefore,  that  the  inter- 
ests of  the  inferiors  are  to  be  judged  and  decided 
by  rules  and  principles  less  favorable  than  those 

of  the  principals.    Justice  knows  no  distinction 

Rex  Jupiter  omnibus  idem. 

I  readily  concede  that  it  may  be  more  difficult 
for  a  clerk  to  demonstrate  his  intention  of  return- 
ing to  his  original  domicil,  from  the  circumstance 
that  many  ot  the  inferior  officers  of  the  depart- 
ments do  in  fact  remain  in  this  city,  and  hold 
their  offices  for  many  years,  and  often  during  the 
remainder  of  their  lives.  A  Secretary,  or  even  a 
President,  might  also  adopt  the  intention  of  be- 
coming a  citizen  of  Washington,  and  of  relin- 
quishing his  former  domicil.  The  point  contended 
lor  is,  that  the  intention  in  both  cases  is  the  true 
principle  upon  which  the  fact  of  citizenship,  or 
domicil,  is  to  be  determined.  In  the  case  before 
us,  1  think  it  may  fearlessly  be  affirmed  that  the 
intention  of  the  member  to  retain  his  domicil  in 
Massachusetts,  is  proved  beyond  all  question  ;  and 
consequently,  it  most  clearly  follows  that  he  wan' 
at  the  time  of  his  election,  an  inhabitant  there', 
and  eligible  to  a  seat  in  this  House. 
The  relation  of  the  District  of  Columbia  to  the 
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United  States,  as  established  by  the  Constitution, 
affords  in  itself  a  strong  presumption  against  the 
inference,  that  persons,  who  remain  here  in  the 


ment,"  meaning,  proUbly,  the  Executive  branch 
of  the  Government,  from  being  elected  to  the  Le- 
gislative branch ;  and,  yet,  by  their  construction, 


„-.„-,...;..        f       ti      i-        •  •  7   —  ..  ,g. -.-»..«-   uiaiiv.u,  aiiu,  yei,  uy  iiieir  consirucuon, 

execution  of  public  lunctions,  intend  to  relinquish  !  those  who  have  held  such  offices,  for  any  period 
their  domicil  and  concomitant  privileges  in  the  whatever,  have  only  to  transfer  their  "local  exist- 
btates  from  which  they  came,  those  functions,  ence,"  their  temporary  abode,  from  the  Seat  of  the 
m  many  cases,  cannot  be  performed  elsewhere,  ;  General  Government  to  the  State  where  thev  are 
and  the  territory  of  ten  miles  square  is  allotted  as  to  become  candidates,  and  the  objection  is  re- 
the  centra  point  in  the  Union  tor  their  perform-  '  moved  !  Nay,  the  necessity  of  even  this  tempo- 
ance  Add  to  this  the  fact,  that  the  citizens  of  •  rary  return  is  only  necessary  for  "subordinate^ 
Ib.s  District  are  governed  by  laws,  in  which  no  |  officers,  clerks,  &c.,  but  is  not  affirmed  to  be  ne- 
representative,  elected  by  their  suffrage,  has  any  :  cessary  for  the  chief  officers  and  Heads  of  De- 
voice  and  it  is  evident  that  an  ambition  of  po-  partments.  Had  the  framers  of  the  Constitution 
litica  distinction  such  as  the  sitting  member  has  had  this  object  in  view,  they  would  not  have  made 
repeatedly  evinced,  could  not  here  be  successfully  ,  a  provision  so  easily  evaded,  nor  would  they  have 

llJ^t'ittt^u'^  "  T^  m'°,^  °"'y  '".  "'""'  ^"^■■'^'^  *^*'"^^^  '^^  ^'«<=^'^°  of  mferior  officers, 
cases  that  the  House  should  adopt  a  conclusion,    while  those  of  superior  station  remained  eligible. 

?,J,P  J/Z?r  *  "'J'^'V*  ''^^'^  "!  his  native  :  Against  the  latter  there  might  sometimes  be 
State,  without  remitting  him  to  equal  rights  else-  i  grounds  of  jealousy.  They,  when  resident  here, 
where.  The  case  of  a  navy  yard  or  arsenal,  is  might,  indeed,  sometimes,  too  much  identify  them- 
analogous  in  principle,  the  jurisdiction  of  those  selves  with  the  Executive,  and  their  partiality 
places  being  ceded  to  the  United  States.  Sup- |  might  remain  after  they  should  have  obtained 
}H)se  a  citizen  of  Charlestown,  an  officer  in  the  seats  in  this  House;  but  of  inferior  officers  there 
navy  or  njarines,  to  reside  within  the  limits  of  the  can  be  very  little  danger  of  this  sort.  The  hum- 
navy  yard  with  his  family  for  a  course  of  years,    ble  sphere  in  which  they  move  precludes  the  sus- 

f.oini  l^  ''T^^'  '^'"  '^  ^  f^^.^^^^  '^'^  ^'^  P'^'°°-     ^"^  ^^^  °^her  hand,  it  cannot  escape  the 

[hp  ITnfL   i^'?  '^l'^"''''iy  «"^,  jurisdiction  of  attention  of  the  sagacious  people  of  this  colmtry, 

rui.Pn  nf. I      v^r'.i''x    ^""  ^^.^"^  ^'ghts  as  a  in  selecting  their  representatives,  that   the  knowl- 

..  nZ,.H   'K^'^'^^  ,  ^°  ^"^^  doctrinetten  be  edge  of  public  business,  of  the  intricate  details  of 

supported.  The  injustice  is  too  obv.o«wi  The  the  various  departments,  which  may  be  acquired 
residence  in  the  public  ground  is  like  ra^ence  ;  in  this   subordinate  situation,  may  be   highly  ad- 

mannN.*  public  ship,  and  an  absence  fof  jears  va ntageous  m  the  halls  of  legislation.  Knowledge 

in  a  puWic  ship  will  not  be  pretended  to  pr6duce  of  this  nature   would  enabfe  Conr.ress  while  it 

emn7n?JV'''"'V.'  ^r''^'"'"'"'!!''^  °"^  ^"'i  ^^P<^^^d  depredatfon;  upon  the 

employed  in  public  business,  without  the  power  of    public  treasury,  if  any  existed,  to  do  iusticVto  the 

^fnl'n  " V."k  enjoying  the  common  privileges  of  honorable  and  faithful  in  all  the  DeparimenU  of 
citizens  of  the  Lniied  States,  and  without  the  in-    the  Administration. 

la?ed°  nahK"nf'';f'i"''v'  '^'  '"'P^^f^^^  and  muti-  It  is  impossible,  by  provisions  in  a  constitution, 
^Itn      -  il  J""^f"'    ''"^'   °"=^^    ^y  »°    '«  ^"PP'y   ^^^  ^ant  of  knowledge,  or   virtue,  oJ 

means  to  be  construed  a  divestment  of  the  ample  ,  rigilance,  m  the  people.     If  the^'are  wanting 

^^re  e.^n^^r'^'    '^r.K    ^  ''^  "'^'^^^  ^  Overleaped  or  prof- 

sovereign  States  of  this  Union.  I  (rated.     But.  happily,  in  our  country  and  I  sneak 

StIiT:;  nTn  'T  ^^'T  ^""'^  >"n'*?'  ^^^^-  ^^P-'"»lyo<theS^[Lt^from  which  iTaVelKr 
Storrs,)  proposed  several  questions,  all  of  them    to  be  a  representative,  the  people  are  the  faithful 

wh?.  ?i  L^"'l"'"^  ."'   """  r'""'''-     "^  ^'^'^    guardians,  by  whom  the  purity,  the  spirit  of  the 

what  would  be  the  condition  of  an  inhabitant  of  ,  Constitution' will  be  most  strenuously  defended, 
o  Mrrvl«n/2*'\f  *  retrocession  of  the  territory  ,  The  letter  of  the  instrument  may  be  evaded  by 
hpn  ?^    .  h7^^^  '\  ^^^  ^'"^''°''  "^^"'^    cunning  or  corruption  ;  the  spirit'  is  secured,  re- 

then  be  citizens  01  Maryland  ;  but  the  residents,    posing  on  the  affection  of  millions  of  freemen 
not  citizens,  would   then,  as  at  this  time,  retain  ,      If  the  member  from  Norfolk   is  to  be  deprived 
their  rights  in  their  several  States.  of  his  seat,  on  what  ground,  let   me  inquire,  will 

The  Committee  of  Elections  suppose  it  to  have  '  the  House  decide  ?  Let  him,  at  least  haveThe 
Deen  a  lavonte  provision  in  the  Constitution,  ob-  I  consolation  of  knowing  whether  he  is  disaualified 
Uined  by  the  exertions  of  those  who  were  cham-  !  because  his  "  local  ex.ftence  "was  not   n  Massa 

Sta":  f^e;.n."s'"!ha7ih^  "  ^'^'^  d-'inct.ons   and  ;  chusetts  at  the  time  of  the  election,  or  becal  the 
State  Jeelngs     that  ihe  representatives  should  be    intention  of  returning  was   not  sufficiently  estab- 
inhabitants  ol  the  States  in  which  they  are  elect-    lished,  or  because  he  married  a  w^e  7n  this  cTty 
fin.,,  ^^"f'"'"?  '*^'^  »"  »^*^t  bee"  the  /act,  the  de-  !  or,  las'tly,  because  he  held  a  suboTiinate  office  n 

fee   rould  def^ari'hr^i'"''!^  '^'  ''^  ^^^^ •^-    \"  ^^^'^"^'^"  Department ;  or,  if  not  for  ^hher  of 
hp'Mn^il   pr.f         »  desirable  purpose.     Since    them,  severally,  whether  the  disastrous  result  is 
nil.  ^uuJ  \   'T""^  ^l  '^^  ''^''^  '^'  i  '^'  '^"'^^^q^ence  of  all  these  causes  conjointly  ? 

n  Its  nature,  ransient ;  whereas  the  construction  I  tru.t,  however,  the  decision  will  he  in  favor 
LncPnr?fm  -f  T'T'  ^°""""''y  «"d  perraa-  of  the  member;  in  favor  of  the  Constitutional 
?nnnn^l  h  K  Another  object  of  the  provision,  !  elective  franchise;  in  favor  of  the  respectable  ma- 
supposed  by  he  committee,  wa.s  to  prevent  those  i  jority  of  his  fellow-citizens,  who  have  already 
W..O  had  held  office,  under  ih.  "  General  Govern-    passed  judgment  upon  the  very  point  now  m  con- 
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troversy.  Such  a  decision,  I  am  confident,  will 
bear  ihe  test  of  sound  argument  and  clear  concep- 
tions of  the  Constitution  ;  a  decision  won  by  rea- 
son against  prejudice,  and  which  may,  therefore, 
be  salely  cited  as  a  precedent  to  the  remotest  period 
of  our  political  history. 

When  Mr.  Fuller  had  concluded — 
Mr.  J.  T.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  addressed  the 
Chair  as  follows: 

Mr.  Chairman  :  I  should  not  have  troubled  the 
Committee  on  this  occasion,  but  from  a  deep 
conviction  of  the  importance  of  the  question  about 
to  be  decided. 

Having  determined  to  submit  my  views  at  some 
period  of  the  debate,  I  avail  myself  of  the  present 
moment,  while  the  subject  possesses  both  novelty 
and  mterest.  The  qualifications  of  a  Representa- 
tive to  Congress  are  prescribed  by  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States. 

At  the  period  of  his  election,  he  must  have  at- 
tained to  the  age  of  twenty-five  years,  been  seven 
years  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  an  in- 
habitant of  that  State  in  which  heshall  be  chosen. 
Congress,  in  the  plentitude  of  Constitutional 
power,  has  no  rigiit  to  increase  or  diminish  these 
qualifications. 

The  question  under  consideration  is  confined  to 
the  sole  inquiry,  whether,  at  the  time  of  election, 
the  sitting  member  was  an  inhabitant  of  the  Stale 
ol  Massachusetts;  in  other  words,  whether  his 
absence,  at  that  period,  was  temporary  or  perma- 
nent ;  whether  or  not  he  intended  to  renounce  his 
citizenship  in  his  native  State? 

The  inquiry  involves  a  matter  of  fact,  as  to  the 
permanent  home  of  the  party  ;  and  I  shall  attempt 
to  establish  the  position,  that  the  intention  to  re- 
turn, in  cases  of  absence,  constitutes  the  pivot  up- 
on which  the  decision  must  turn.  If  any  other 
rule  be  adopted,  a  citizen  may  be  disfranchised 
against  his  consent.  In  truth,  gentlemen  who 
substitute  a  different  rule  are  at  war  with  them- 
selves. 

It  is  admitted  by  some  that  our  foreign  Ministers 
and  Consuls,  and  the  Secretaries  of  the  different 
Departments  located  within  this  District,  continue 
to  be  citizens  and  inhabitants  of  the  States  from 
which  they  have  been  selected,  and  are  constitu- 
tionally eligible  as  Representatives  in  Congress. 
Others  deny  this  position,  so  far  as  regard^'s  the 
becretaries  of  the  different  Departments,  and  ad- 
vance the  principle  that  foreign  Ministers,  Con- 
suls and  commercial  ag«nt5  alone,  are  embraced 
in  that  liberal  rule  of  cbnstruction  which  prevents 
a  forfeiture  of  citizenship  and  inhabitancy  in  their 
respective  States;  and  that  those  only  who  com- 
pose  this  class  during  their  absence  are  eliajble  to 
a  seat  in  this  body.  Both  concur  in  the  exdusion 
ot  a  clerk,  who  is  equally  in  the  employ  of  the 
Uovernment  of  the  United  States. 

This  diversity  of  sentim.-nt,  with  those  who  op- 
pose the  sitting  member,  added  to  the  doubts  and 
difficulties  expressed  by  other  intelligent  members 
should  impress  us  with  the  necessity  of  pausing 
and  deliberating  maturely,  before  we  disfranchise, 
tor  the  time  being,  a  portion  of  the  citizens  of 
Massachusetts. 


In  case  of  bribery  or  corruption,  it  is  the  solemn 
duty  of  this  House  to  interpose,  and  preserve  un- 
sullied the  representative  character.  But,  to  the 
honor  of  the  Representative,  and  to  the  people,  of 
that  Congressional  district,  no  such  practice  is  al- 
leged or  pretended.  Thechoice  was  voluntary, pro- 
ceeding from  the  impulse  of  unbiassed  preference. 
We  should  then  be  cautious  how  we  trample  on 
the  right  of  suffrage,  and  stifle  the  voice  of  the 
people.  It  is  a  right  which  should  never  be  de- 
nied, except  in  cases  where  there  is  a  clear  and 
explicit  Constitutional  inhibition  ;  in  cases  where 
I  there  exists  no  reasonable  doubt  of  the  ineligibility 
j  of  the  member  returned.  I  have  deemed  it  nay 
duty  to  examine  into  the  meaning  of  this  Consti- 
tutional clause,  which,  as  a  qualification  for  a 
Representative  in  Congress,  requires  that  he  shall 
be  an  inhabitant  of  the  State  in  which  he  w 
chosen ;  and  the  result  of  that  examination  has 
been  satisfactory. 

Let  us  confine  our  attention,  for  a  moment,  to 
the  definition  which  the  re{)ort  of  the  committee 
has  given  to  the  word  ''inhabitant."  The  gen- 
eral definition  given  confines  it  to  "locality  of 
existence." 

As  a  necessary  and  irresistible  consequence  of 
this  definition,  tcr  are  all  inhabitants  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia — or  we  may  be  inhabitants  of 
any  Slate,  Territory,  or  foreign  country,  where 
we  rmif  happen  temporarily  to  reside  in  the  trans- 
action of  private  or  public  business.     This  is  cer- 
tainly a  fair  inference  from  the  premises ;  but  it 
IS  too  palpable  a  violation  of  common  sense  to 
meet  the  sanction  of  this  body.      What  is  the 
principle  advanced  in  the  report  of  the  committee 
in  relation  to  foreign  ministers?     They   wisely 
abandon  this  rigid  rule  of  construction,  which  de- 
clares that  inhabitancy  follows  the  person  wher- 
ever he  may  have  "local  existence."     They  ex- 
pressly admit  that  foreign  ministers  are  not  only 
pitizens,  but  also  inhabitants  of  their  respective 
States,  although  transported  to  foreign  countries, 
many  thousand  miles  from  their  own  shores;  and,' 
though  they  may  have  resided  abroad  for  a  num- 
ber of  years,  no  right  has  been  impaired,  nor  any 
privilege  abandoned   by  this  temf>ornry  absence. 
By  this  identical  clause  of  the  Constitution  now 
under   consideration,   they  are   secured    in    these 
rights  and  immunities,  and  eligible  to  a  seat  in 
Congress,  although  elected  while  absent  in  the 
service  of  the  Government. 

It  IS  the  right  of  the  people  to  make  the  selec- 
tion, and  Congress  had  no  right  of  dictation.  The 
sovereignty  of  the  people  is  involved  in  the  choice; 
and,  upon  the  principle  of  representative  govern- 
ment, it  would  be  usurpation  to  interfere. 

Cases  precisely  in  point,  such  as  the  election  of 
foreign  ministers,  during  their  absence  from  this 
country,  have  occurred.  Such  a  case  now  exists 
in  this  body.  Ko  opposition  has  been  made  to  it. 
AH  have  yielded  their  full  assent.  To  what  con- 
clusion does  this  principle  conduct  us  ?  Doubtless 
the  very  principle  which  actuated  the  constitu- 
ents of  the  sitting  member.  This  is  the  principle 
for  which  I  contend,  and  it  has  already  been 
conceded. 
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We  are  now  driven  to  the  necessity  of  ascer- 
taining  the  permanent   home  of  the   party.     In 
cases  of  absence  on  public  employment,  or  on  pri- 
vate business,  if  doubts  arise  as  to  the  intention 
of  the  party  to  return,  we  must  resort  to  facts  as 
the  only  sate  foundation  on  which  to  rest  our  de- 
cision.    In  the  nature  of  things  it  is  impossible  to 
avoid  this  inquiry.     Was  the  absence  permanent 
or  temporary  ?     I  appeal  to  the  candor  of  those 
who  believe  in  the  eligibility  of  the  Heads  of  De- 
nartments  located   in  this  City,  and  of  foreign 
Ministers  and  Consuls  residing  abroad,  to  draw 
the  line  of  discrimination,  which  would   exclude 
the  sitting  member.     I  hope  we  are  not  prepared 
to  adopt  a  liberal  rule  in  relation  to  those  who 
have  been  most  favored  by  the  patronage  of  the 
Government,  and   to  exclude  those  who  are  less 
elevated,  because  their  duties  are  more  humble, 
though  equally  indispensable.     The  Constitution 
recognises  no  distinction  of  rank — no  exclusive 
privileges.     Merit  is  the  sole  basis  of  distinction. 
As  citizens,  the  Heads  of  a  Department  and  Clerks 
are  upon  an  equality.     The  Head  of  the  Depart- 
ment  has  a  larger  salary,  and  may  share  more 
honor  than  the  clerk  who  performs  more  of  the 
drudgery  of  the  business  ;  but  no  Constitutional  i 
advantage  can  be  claimed  in  virtue  of  this  public 
favor.     The  tenure  of  office  is  the  same.     Each  I 
is  .subject  to  the  will  of  his  superior.     Either  may  i 
resign,  or   the  offices  of  both   may  be  abolished.  ! 
Ministers    and    Consuls,    wherever    located,    are  i 
placed  precisely  in  the  same  condition  ;  and  we 
are  not  authorized  by  the  Constitution  to  change 
the  rule.     Why  we  should  attempt  to  vary  it  in 
this  case,  is  unaccountable. 

The  greatest  difficulty,  as  to  the  intention  of 
the  party,  is  this  :  that  the  sitting  member  is  not 
surrounded  with  wealth— as  to  properly,  his  con- 
dition is  humble.  If  he  were  possessed  of  an  ex- 
tensive paternal  inheritance— if  he  had  left  behind 
him  a  lar^e  domain  and  splendid  domicil.  it  would 
not  require  the  testimony  before  us  to  induce  a 
belief  that  he  intended  to  return  to  his  native 
State.  I  believe,  sir,  the  most  incredulous  would 
have  admitted  the  fact.  This  is  one  of  the  disad- 
vantages of  poverty.  I  know  how  to  sympathize 
with  those  who  are  not  blessed  with  affluence. 
Sir,  I  will  not  disbelieve  the  positive  testimony 
which  declares  the  fact  of  his  uniform  intention, 
up  to  the  lime  of  his  election,  not  to  renounce  his 
citizenship,  and  his  determination  to  return  to  his 
home  in  Massachusetts.  Believing,  as  I  do,  that 
he  was  constitutionally  eligible,  I  feel  more  desir- 
ous that  his  rights,  and  the  rights  of  his  constiiu- 
ent.s,  should  be  fairly  presented  and  impartially 
decided. 

What  are  the  facts  in  the  case  before  us  ?  The 
member  is  a  native  of  Massachusetts  ;  he  is  inti- 
mately acquainted  with  the  policy  and  interest  of 
that  State ;  he  is  presumed  to  participate  in  the 
feelings  of  his  immediate  constituents ;  he  has 
been  reared  up  in  the  bosom  of  that  society  where 
his  father  still  resides,  and  is  bound  to  them  by 
the  strongest  ties  ;  he  has  been  honored,  on  sev- 
eral occasions,  with  a  seat  in  their  State  Legisla- 
ture.     A  few  years  past,   he  was  appointed   to 


1  discharge  the  duties  of  a  clerk  in  the  State  De- 
:  parlment,  within  this  District ;  that  trust  was  ac- 
I  cepted,  with  the  positive  declaration  that  he  did 
not  intend  to  reside  here  permanently ;  that  he  did 
not  intend  to  renounce  his  native  State  ;  and  that 
Massachusetts  was  his  home.    During  his  residence 
I  here,  he   boarded  at  a  tavern,  until  within  some 
few  months  previous  to  his  election,  and  occa- 
sionally returned  to  Massachusetts.    He  purcha.sed 
no   property  here  ;  and   that  which   he  possessed, 
consisting  of  near  eight   hundred   volumes,  was 
left  in  that  State.     He  has  uniformly  avowed  his 
citizenship  in  Massachusetts,  and  has  declined  all 
participation  in  the  concerns  of  this  District.    His 
constituents   and   himself  had    intercourse   with 
each  other,  and  understood,  much  better  than  we 
can  know,  the  relations  which  existed   between 
them.     Considering  him  a  citizen  and  inhabitant 
of  their  State,  they  called   upon   him   to  know 
whether  he  was  willing   to  serve  them  in  Con- 
gress.    He  yielded  to  their  solicitation,  and  was 
elected  by  a  majority  of  all   the  votes  in  the  dis- 
trict.    No  person  has  claimed  his  place.     But  his 
eligibility  has  been  contested,  in  a  remonstrance 
signed  by  twenty-six  persons  only,  and  enclosed 
under  a  blank  cover,  to  a  member  of  Congress, 
and  we  are  called  upon  to  vacate  his  seat. 

I  contend,  that  the  words  "citiren"and  "in- 
habitant," are  words  of  a  similar  import,  so  far  as 
this  clause  in  the  Constitution  is  concerned.  They 
are  synonymous  as  regards  eligibility  to  a  seat  on 
this  lioor. 

To  render  this  subject  more  plain  and  familiar, 
I  remark,  that  continued  residence  is  not  essen- 
tial to  either ;  that  there  is  a  perfect  analogy  as 
to  the  permanence  of  the  settlement. 

The  committee  have  resorted  to  VatteTs  Law  of 
[  Nations,  for  a  definition  of  the  term  "inhabitant." 
The  essential  part  of  it  is  in  these  words :  "  the 
inhabitants,  as  distinguished  from  citizens,  are 
strangers  who  are  permitted  to  settle  and  stay  in 
the  country."  Is  this  the  exposition  that  should  be 
given  to  that  term,  as  used  in  our  Constitution  ? 
Permit  me  to  illustrate  this  position  by  a  plain 
case,  in  order  to  test  its  correctness.  Suppose  a 
citizen  of  an  adjoining  State  should  go  into  the 
Slate  of  Kentucky,  and  there  lake  a  temporary 
residence,  in  the  transaction  of  private  business, 
with   the  avowed   intention  of  returning  to  his 

home,  and  a  family  that  he  had  left  behind  him 

would  he  be  eligible  to  Congress  from  Kentucky, 
during  this  temporary  residence  ?  I  presume  none 
would  contend  for  such  a  doctrine.  Nor  need  we 
apprehend  the  least  danger,  that  the  people  will 
ever  become  so  regardless  of  their  own  interests, 
as  to  elect  a  person  under  such  circumstances. 
And  why?  For  this  important  reason,  that  he 
would  remain  a  citizen  and  inhabitant  of  an  ad- 
joining State.  Yet,  the  definition  from  VattH  con- 
nected with  "local  existence,"  would  contravene 
this  obvious  position. 

I  can  never  subscribe  to  such  doctrine.  There 
niust  be  an  intention  permanently  to  settle,  to  make 
him  an  inhabitant.  Citizenship,  being  a  term  of 
the  most  extensive  signification,  includes  inhabi- 
tancy.    A  citizen  is  always  an  inhabitant,  within 
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the  meaning  of  the  Constitution.  So  far  as  re- 
gards the  offices  of  the  Federal  Government,  they 
stand  on  an  equality.  Such  equality  exists  in  the 
State  Government,  except  so  far  as  State  laws 
have  required  a  certain  period  of  settleuienl  to 
confer  eligibility.  With  this  exception,  they  are 
entitled  to  the  same  privileges,  and  subject  alike 
to  the  requisitions  of  the  State  authority. 

Who  has  denied  that  the  sitting  member  is  a 
citizen  of  Massachusetts  ?  If  a  citizen,  he  must 
be  an  inhabitant.  He  might  forfeit  his  citizen- 
ship in  Ma<sachusetts  by  a  permanent  settlement 
in  another  State,  where  he  would  immediately 
become  eligible  to  Congress;  and  this  might  hap- 
pen before  his  residence  in  that  State  had  been  of 
sufficient  duration  to  entitle  him,  according  to  its 
laws,  to  all  the  rights  of  a  citizen.  Thus,  a  citi- 
zen is  always  an  inhabitant,  but  au  inhabitant  is 
not  always  a  citizen.  No  individual  can  properly 
be  regarded  as  a  citizen  of  one  State,  and  an  in- 
habitant of  another.  If  he  could  be  so  considered, 
this  gross  absurdity  would  follow,  that  he  would 
be  eligible  to  Congress,  at  the  same  moment,  from 
two  different  Slates  ;  for  citizenship  cannot  sink 
below  inhabitancy;  and  it  will  scarcely  be  con- 
tended, that  a  citizen  is  ineligible  while  the  Con- 
stitution confirms  the  inhabitant  in  the  enjoyment 
of  this  right. 

This  brings  us  back  to  the  only  safe  and  Con- 
stitutional rule,  that,  when  absent  from  our  re- 
spective States,  whether  on  public  or  private  busi- 
ness, the  intention  of  the  party  is  the  proper 
subject  of  inquiry.  We  are  triumphantly  asked 
by  the  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Stohhs) 
li  a  Territorial  government  were  extended  to  this 
District,  and  an  individual  who  had  removed  and 
married  here,  were  elected  a  delegate  to  Congress, 
whether  he  would  not  be  an  inhabitant  and^enti- 
tled  to  his  seat  ?  Without  qualification  or  expla- 
nation, 1  answer,  he  would.  But,  in  return,  I  re- 
ply, if  the  party  had  uniformly  claimed  citizenship 
elsewhere,  and  invariably  disclaimed  any  other 
than  transient  residence  here,  he  would  not  be 
eligible. 

Other  cases  are  supposed,  presenting  more  diffi- 
culty, where  the  intention  of  the  party  is  proble- 
matical. Such  cases  do  not  properly  test  the  prin- 
ciple advanced,  but  always  fail  in  the  important 
requisite  of  happy  illustration. 

I  will  state  a  case  of  frequent  occurrence,  fall- 
ing within  ray  own  observation.  A  friend  with- 
in my  district,  has  purchased  a  farm  in  Louisiana 
and  cultivates  it  with  the  greater  part  of  his  force' 
m  the  growing  of  cotton.  His  family  resides  on 
his  farm  in  Kentucky,  and,  during  the  year,  he 
spends  a  portion  of  his  time  in  each  State  h  he 
an  inhabitant  alternately  of  these  States  as  he 
may  occasionally  reside  in  the  one  or  the  other  ? 
Ur,  IS  It  necessary  for  me  to  say,  that,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  soundest  rules  of  Constitutional 
construction,  he  is  a  citizen  and  an  inhabitant  of 
Kentucky.  The  decisions  of  the  first  judicial  tri- 
bunals in  our  country,  fully  exemplify  and  sustain 
this  position. 

A  citizen  of  Virginia  has  resided  many  years 
m  Kentucky  in  the  transaction  of  private  business. 


He  has  uniformly  claimed  citizenship  in  Virginia  ■ 
and,  for  the  adjustment  of  his  titles  to  land,  suits 
have  been  prosecuted  by  him  in  the  Federal  court. 
Objections  were  made  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
court,  and  overruled,  upon  the  ground  that  he  was 
a  citizen  of  another  State.  The  great  principle 
established  in  these  cases  is  this:  That  no  person 
shall  be  compelled  to  expatriate  himself  or  to  re- 
move his  citizenship.  Shall  we,  rhen,  compel  the 
sitting  member  to  renounce  his  native  State 
against  his  own  consent  and  the  consent  of  his 
constituents? 

If  this  be  a  doubtful  question,  what  should  be 
our  course?  Leave  it  with  the  people.  There  is 
the  safe  deposite.  Reverse  their  decision,  and 
you  may  trench  upon  their  rights.     You  may  do 

violence  to   the  most  inestimable  privilege the 

privilege  of  self-government. 

But  it  is  said  that  we  may  establish  a  dangerous 
precedent,  by  which  the  influence  of  the  Execu- 
tive Departments  will  eventually  prevail  over  the 
virtues  of  the  people. 

Such  suggestions  are  not  the  result  of  a  cool, 
deliberate  judgment.  The  Executive  has  the 
power  to  appoint  members  of  this  body  to  offices 
of  the  highest  responsibility.  If  the  Constitution 
permits  this,  without  danger  to  our  liberties  nMich 
less  is  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  the  case 
under  examination.  And  if,  by  possibility.  Ex- 
ecutive patronage  could  be  so  exerted  as  to  pro- 
cure the  election  of  an  individual  to  Congress, 
who  was  absent  from  his  district,  might  not  this 
influence  be  much  more  easily  extended  to  an  in- 
dividual who  was  present  at  the  canvass  ?  In 
cither  case  the  result  cannot  be  dangerous  while 
the  decision  rests  with  the  people.  I  am  not  a 
convert  to  the  doctrine,  that  you  are  to  save  them 
from  their  own  worst  enemies — themselves.  They 
know  their  own  interests  and  my  confidence  is 
based  upon  their  virtue  and  integrity,  and  not 
upon  these  technical  barriers.  You  cannot  cor- 
rupt the  great  body  of  the  people.  In  small  bodies 
only  corruption  wields  its  force. 

The  report  of  the  committee  affixes  to  the  word 
"inhabitant,"  the  definition  which  belono-s  to  the 
word  '-resident."  The  journals  of  the  Conven- 
tion show  that  the  word  re.sulnU  was  stricken  out 
and  inhabUant  inserted.  This  was  done  for  some 
purpose.  The  word  rttid^^t  carries  with  it  no 
definite  idea  beyond  that  of  "local  existence." 
At  this  time  I  am  a  resident,  but  not  an  iuhahUarU 
ol  the  City  of  Washington. 

Residence  may  be  temporary  or  permanent. 
Inhabitancy  is  a  stronger  term— pfrmanency  is 
Its  essential  characteristic.  It  means  a  settled 
home,  with  the  intention  to  dwell  and  remain 
there  indefinitely;  and  temporary  absence  no 
more  affects  it  than  it  does  citizenship.  Inhabi- 
tancy does  not  depend  on  the  contingency  of  own- 
ing property,  but  upon  intention  alone.  Shall  we 
then  vacate  the  seat  of  the  member  on  mere  pre- 
sumption, against  matters  of  fact  ? 

The  case  of  paupers  has  been  notirrd  in  the 
report  ot  the  committee.  With  what  view  can- 
Dot  be  clearly  ascertained.  The  object  would 
fcem  to  be,  to  furuisl.  a  rule  applicable  to  ex- 
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patriation.  The  reference  is  unfortunate,  and  by 
no  means  correct.  There  is  no  analogy  in  the 
two  cases.  In  relation  to  paupers,  a  rfgid  con 
struction  has  ever  been  applied  ;  but  to  the  repre- 
sentative principle,  a  liberal  construction  has  al- 
ways prevailed. 

the  rea.^on  is  obvious.  The  rights  and  inte- 
rests of  the  people  are  advanced  by  a  liberal 
construction  in  the  one  case,  and  a  rigid  one  in 
the  other.  But,  in  the  question  befo're  us,  we 
need  not  resort  to  construction.  The  sitting  mem- 
ber declares  himself  an  inhabitant  of  Massachu- 
setts, and  his  constituents  recognise  him  as  such. 

The  evidence  is  conclusive ;  the  uniform  decla- 
rations of  the  party  ;  the  evidence  of  several  per- 
sons of  high  character  sustaining  and  corroborat- 
ing these  declarations;  his  refusal  to  exercise  the 
privileges  belonging  to  the  inhabitants  of  this 
place;  his  boarding  at  a  tavern;  havin^r  left  his 
property  in  his  native  State;  the  corres^ndence 
which  took  place  between  him  and  his  constitu- 
ents ;  the  manner  in  which  he  was  elected.  With 
this  volume  of  evidence  before  us,  shall  we  pro- 
daim  to  hisconslituenis  that  their  confidence  has 
been  misplaced  in  the  election  of  a  person  who  is 
alienated  Irom  their  State  and  a  citizen  of  this 
District  1 

The  principle  to  be  decided,  though  important 
to  the  silting  member  and  his  immediate  constitu- 
ents, IS  much  more  so  to  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try. For,  to  the  free  exercise  of  the  elective 
franchise,  we  mu^t  look  for  the  stability  and  du- 
ration ol  this  happy  republic. 

When  Mr.  Johnbo.n  had  taken  his  seat,  he 
was  ollowed  by  Mr.  Wood,  of  New  York,  who 
stated  the  result  of  law  decisions  on  the  subject  of 
domicil,  and  united  m  opposing  the  committee's 
report. 

Mr    William   Smith,  of  Virginia,  remarked, 
that  this  case  submitted  but  a  single  proposition 
lor   the   consideration  of  the   Committee.     The 
right  ot  the  sitting  member  to  a  seat  in  this  House 
IS  contested  upon  the  ground  that  he  was  not  an 
inhabitant  of  Massachusetts   at  the  time  of  his 
election.     The  language  of  the  Constitution  is  ex- 
plicit,  and  If  he  were  not  an  inhabitant  of  that 
btate,   when    elected,  unquestionably  he   is   not 
Constitutionally   and   rightfully  here.     But,  Mr. 
Chairman,  before  we  deprive  him  of  hi<  seat,  we 
ought  to  be  satisfied,  beyond  the  pos.sibility  of  ra- 
tional controversy,  that  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the 
Constitution  have  been  violated   by  his  election. 
What,  sir    are  we  required   to  do?     The  Com- 
mittee of  Elections,  after  a  very  patient  and  labo- 
rious investigation  of  the  facts  and  principles  of 
this  case,  conclude  an   able  and  elaborate  report, 
with  the  declaration  that  the  sitting  member  is 
not  entitled,  and  the  House  is  called  upon  to  yield 
Its  assent  to  this  result.     However  much  we  may 
confide  in  the  intelligence  and  cood  sense  of  the 
committee,  our  agreement  will'be  withheld   if  a 
reasonable  doubt  be  entertained,  and  this  foi  rea- 
sons which,  to  my  mind,  are  obvious  and  conclu- 
sive.    The  sitting  member  is  decidedly  the  favor- 
ite of  the   people  of  his  district.     He  has  been 
sent  here  by  an  overwhelming  majority,  after   a 
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f u  1  and  fair  expression  of  the  public  will,  and  we 
all  know  that  there  is  no  one  claiming  the  seat 
which  is  now  sought  to  be  vacated.     Should  he 
be  excluded,  therefore,  what  will   be  the  conse- 
quence ?     His  place  will  not  be  immediately  sup- 
plied.    Possibly  his  district  may  be  unrepresented 
the  balance  of  the  session,  and  we  may  do  vio- 
lence to  one  of  the  most  inestimable  privileges  of 
an  American  citiaen.     What  right,  in  this  coun- 
try, is  held   more  sacred,  dearer  to  the  heart  of 
every  freeman,  or  of  higher  value,  than  the  riaht 
of  suffrage?     Emphatically  none.     In  the  posses- 
sion of  this  right,  the  humblest   member  in   the 
community  feels  himself  elevated  to  an  immeas- 
urable distance  above  the  degraded  condition  of 
the  miserable  slave  of  power.     No  matter  what 
may  be  his  pecuniary  circumstances;  no  matter 
how  limited  his  share  of  the  good  things  of  this 
world,  he  feels,  thinks,  and  acts  as  a  freeman,  and 
will  always  be  found  prepared  firmly  to  resist  the 
slightest  invasion  of  a  privilege  secured  to  him  by 
the  Constitution  and  laws  of  his  country,  and 
which  he  knows  how  to  value.     It  befits  us,  there- 
fore, Mr.  Chairman,  to  approach  this  great  right 
with  extreme  caution  and  deliberation,  and  let  us 
beware  that  we  do  nothing  by  which  its  efficiency 
may  be  impaired.  ^ 

With  these  few  preliminary  remarks,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, I   will  now  proceed   to  offer,  very  briefly 
some  reflections  upon  the  question  submitted  for 
our  decision.     And  what  is  the  question  ?     It  is 
this:  Was  the  sitting  member  an   inhabitant  of 
Massachusetts  at  the  time  of  his  election  ?     The 
investigation  of  this  question  naturally  and  ne- 
cessarily  presents  another  inquiry.     Quo   animo, 
did  he  leave  Massachusetts  and  take  up  his  resi- 
dence in   the  city  of  Washington  ?     Did  he  in- 
tend, forever,  to  abandon  his  native  State,  and 
settle  permanently  in  the  District  of  Columbia  7 
[  This  is  emphatically  the  question.     Is  it,  can  it 
be  doubted  1     If  it  be,  a  few  remarks,  I  think,  will 
suffice  to  prove,  incontestably,  that  such  is  the 
true  character  of  the  question  to  be  decided.     Let 
me  put  a  familiar  case,  and  one  of  every  day  oc- 
currence.    An  inhabitant  of  Maryland,  Virginia 
or  any  other  State  in  the  Union,  possessed  of  but 
little  visible  property,  goes  beyond  the  boundary 
line  of  his  State  on  public  or  private  business,  or 
for  any  purpose,  no  matter  what.     Will  it  be  con- 
tended that,  by  this  act,  he  loses  his  inhabitancy 
in  the  State  from  which   he  goes?     Surely  not. 
It  must  be  conceded  that,  in  such  a  case,  the  indi- 
vidual  is  uniformly  considered,   during   his  ab- 
sence, as  an  inhabitant  of  that  State  from  which 
he  is  thus  necessarily  absent.     But,  upon  what 
principle?     Clearly  upon  the  ground  that  he  does 
not  iuteiul  to  exchange  his  original  residence  for  a 
permanent    abode  elsewhere.     That    this    is    the 
principle  upon  which  he  is  regarded,  during  his 
absence,  as  an  inhabitant  of  the  State  from  which 
he  goes,  is  too  palpable  to  need  a  single  remark. 
In  support  and    illustration  of  this  position,  Mr. 
Chairman,  that  intention  constitutes  the  true  and 
only  legitimate  test  of  inhabitancy,  I  will,  with 
leave  of  the  Committee,  present  some  additional 
examples.     A  citizen  and  inhabitant  of  Pennsyl- 
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vania,  dislinwuished  for  his  enlightened  and  accu- 1 
rate  views  of  the  true  policy  and  interests  of  this  ' 
Government,  is  appointed,  by  the  Executive,  a 
Minister  to  sonne  foreign  Court.     The  appoint- 
ment is  accepted.     He  leaves  this  for  the  foreign  I 
country.     After  an  absence  of  .six,  eight,  or  ten 
years,  the  people  of  Pennsylvania,  in  considera- 
tion of  his  long  and  useful  services,  elect  him  a 
member  of  either  branch  of  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States:  With  what  propriety  could  it  be 
said  that  he  was  not  an  inhabitant  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  therefore  ineligible  to  a   seat  in  the 
National  Legislature  ?     IVot  even  a  plausible  ob-  ; 
jection  could  be  made  to  his  right.     He  would  | 
unquestionably  be  cntiiled  to  it:  but  upon  what 
principle  ?     Obviously  upon  the  ground  that,  by  ' 
accepting  the  appointment,  he  did  not  iiUend  to  ' 
settle  permanently  in  the  foreign  country — an  in- 
tention indicated  by  the  nature  of  the  appoint-  i 
mcnt,  the  character  of  the  service  in  which  he  | 
engaged,  and  the  political  condition  of  the  coun- 1 
try  to  which  he  is  sent,  compared  to  the  peculiarly  ' 
happy  and    prosperous   situation  of  this  nation.  | 
If,  then,  in  the  case  supposed,  intention  consti-  ' 
tutes   the   true   test  of  this   term,  inhabitant,  why  ; 
should  it  not  in  the  case  now  under  the  consider- 1 
ation  of  the  Committee  1     Can  the  two  cases  be 
distinguished  ?     In  what  particulars  do  they  dif- 
fer ?     In  both,  the  individuals  were  employed  in  i 
the  service   of  the   Government,   equally  absent  ' 
from  their  respective  States,  and  holding  appomt- 
ments  alike  temporary  in   their  nature.     No  sub- 1 
stantial  difference,  .Mr.  Chairman,  can  be  shown,  ' 
and  it  does  seem  to  me  that  a  common  principle  i 
ought  to  be  applied  to  cases  whose  essential  fea-  ' 
tures  are  the  same.  [ 

The  history  of  the  State  from  which  the  sitting  i 
member  comes,  furnishes  some  cases  illustrative  ol" 
the  principle  for  which  I  contend,  to  one  of  which,  1 
only,  will  1  now  call  the  attention  of  the  Commit- ! 
tee.  It  appears,  from  the  document  which  has  ' 
been  laid  upon  our  tables,  that  the  constitution  of  I 
Massachusetts  requires,  as  a  necessary  qualifica- 
tion for  a  Senator  in  the  Legislature  of  that  Com-  i 

monwealth,  inhabitancy  for  five  years  immediately  | 
preceding  his  election.     I  have  not  examined  the 
constitution  of  that  State,  but  I  presume  the  pro- 1 
vision  has  been  correctly  quoted.     It  also  apptars  i 
from  the  same  document,  that  the  Secretary  of' 
State,  m  answer  to  one  of  the  interrogatories  pro-  ! 
pounded  to  him  by  the  committee,  states  that  he  ' 
returned  to  Massachusetts,  from  his  foreign  mis-  i 
sion,  some  time  in  ISOl ;  and  in  1S02,  after  a  short  ' 
residence  of  six  or  eight  months  only,  was  elected  ' 
a   member  of  the  Senate  of  that  State.     What  ! 
principle  was   it  that  entitled   the  Secretary  to  a  i 
seat  m  that  body  ?     What  the  test  of  inhabitancy  i 
in  this  instance  1     Unquestionably  the  animus  rJ-  ! 
vertendi,  the  intention  to  return  to  his  native  State  I 
It  was  the  continued  existence  of  this  intention 
that  prevented,  during  his  absence,  the  loss  of  his 
political  privileges.     But,  say  the  committee,  this 
and  other  cases  of  a  similar  character  in  that  Statt- 
for  any  thing  that  appears  to  the  contrary,  passed 
^  siUntuj,  and  therefore  no  principle  was  settled 
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Mr.  Adams  had  opposition,  the  feeling  in  relation 
to  such   matters,  which  prevails   in  the  section  of 
country  from  which  I  come,  and,  I  apprehend,  io 
every  other  State  in  the  Union,  would  no  doubt 
have  impelled   the  rival  candidate  to  contest  his 
election,  had  there  been   the  slightest  prospect  of 
success.     But,  whether  he  had  opposition  or  not, 
or  whether  his  election  was  contested  or  not,  to 
my  mind  it  is  perfectly  clear  that  the  Secretary 
took  his  seat  in  the  Senate  of  Massachusetts,  in 
1802,  upon  a  principle  entirely  defensible,  and  to 
the  soundness  of  which  I  most  heartily  subscribe. 
It  has  been  said,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  this  case  is 
distinguishable  from  the  one  now  under  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Committee,  upon  the  ground  that 
Mr.  Adams,  as  Minister,  carried  along  with  him 
the  sovereignty  of  the  nation,  and,  therefore,  was 
to  be  considered  an  inhabitant  of  Massachusetts. 
The  premises  are  admitted,  but  such  a  conclusion 
is  utterly  denied.     Let  it  be  conceded,  for  a   mo- 
ment, that,  as  he  carried  with  him  the  sovereignty 
of  the  United  States,  therefore  he  is  to  be  regarded, 
in  reference  to  his  rights  in  this  country,  as  a  citi- 
zen and  inhabitant  ot  the  United  States.    With  what 
propriety,  permit  me  to  inquire,  can  it  be  contended, 
that,  for  the  same   reason,  he  continued   to  be  an 
inhabitant  of  Massachusetts?     What,  sir,  an  in- 
habitant of  Massachusetts  because  he  carried  alon<' 
with   him   the  sovereignty  of  the  nation!     The 
idea  is  too  refined  for  my  comprehension,  and,  if 
I  am  not  greatly  mistaken,  would  startle  any  man 
of  plain  unsophisticated  mind.     With  as  much 
propriety  might  it  be  said,  that  he  who  speaks  the 
French  language,  is  therefore  a  Frenchman,  or  he 
who  wears  a  coat  made  of  foreign  cloth,  is  there- 
fore a  foreigner.     The  attempted  distinction  can- 
not be  established  upon  any  principle  of  fair  and 
correct  reasoning.     The  position  I  maintain,  Mr. 
Chairman,  may  I  think,  be  also  sustained  and  il- 
lustrated by  reference  to  the  proceeding  of  the  Fed- 
eral  Convention,  by  which  the   instrument  was 
framed,  under  which  we  are  now  deliberating.     It 
is  admitted  that  the  draught  of  the  Constitution,  re- 
ported  by  the  committee  in  1787,  employed  the 
term  resultnt  to  indicate  one  of  the  qualifications 
necessary  for  a  member  of  Congress,  and  that  thu 
draught  was  subsequently  amended  bv  the  substitu- 
tion ot   the  term   inhabitant.     But   for  what  pur- 
pose?    After  the  lapse  of  so  many  years,  it  is  im- 
possible to  ascertain,  with  any  sort  of  precision, 
the  considerations  which  operated  upon  the  Con- 
vention in  making  this  alteration.     The  induce- 
ment, therefore,  which  led  to  the  change,  must 
necessarily,  be  a  matter  of  speculation.     This  Con- 
vention mu^t  have  had  some  motive  in  makinT 
the  amendment,  and  we  cannot  attach  the  same 
meaning  to  both  terms,  without  attributing  to  them 
an  Idle  act.     My  own  impression  is,  (and,  in  this 
opinion,  I  am  supported  by  the  more  matured  and 
better  informed  judgments  of  others,)    that  the 
amendment  was    made   under   an   apprehension, 
that  a  literal  interpretation  of  the  word  resident 
might  prevent  the  election  of  any  man,  howeve^ 
enlightened,  however  distinguished  for  tal.nt  and 
inrormaiion,  unless   he  was  living,  residing,  and 
actually  present  in  the  State  at  the  moment  of  the 
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election.     To  guard  against  this  result,  which  the 
wise   men  who   framed   the  Constitution    never 
could  have  contemplated,  inhaJijitaiU.  was  inserted, 
under   a   sound    consiruction,    whereof  any   one 
absent   from  the   State,  but   having   the   animus 
rerertewli,  and   possessing  the  other  qualifications 
indicated   by  the   Constitution,  may  be  elected   a 
member  of  the  Congress  of  the  United   States. 
The  Committee  of  Elections,  in  their  report,  have 
said  that  the  word  inhabitant  comprehends  merely 
the  simple  fact,  locality  of  existtnce.     Well,  sir,  ac- 
cording to  this  new,  and  very  contracted  exposi- 
tion of  the  term,  we  who  are  here  assembled,  are 
all  inhabitants  of  the  City  of  Washington.     Is  it 
possible   that  an  interpretation,  which   makes  us 
inhabitants  of  this  place,  with  or  without  our  con- 
sent, can  be  correct?     As  I  am  not  yet  tired   of 
Virginia,  as  I  am  still  bound  to  her  by  the  tender- 
esl  lies,  as  I  would  not  willingly  exchange  my  na- 
tive State  for  any  other  State  or  Territory  in  the 
Union,  (not  intending,  however,  the  slightest  dis- 
paragement to  any  other,)  I  must  be  permitted  to 
enter  my  most  solen^n  and  deliberate  protest  against 
this  doctrine.     I  am  not  yet  prepared,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, to   become  an   inhabitant  of  the  District  of 
Columbia,  particularly  in  its  present  civil  and  po- 
litical condition,  and  let  me  assure  you  and  this 
Committee,  that  1  shall  most  cheerfully  leave  it 
■whensoever  we  shall   have  passed   the  necessary 
appropriation  bills,  and  f/utten  rid  of  the  proposed 
laritr,  every  item  of  which  is  the  fruitful  source  of 
the  most  able  and  doqtient  debate. 

These  considerations,  Mr.  Chairman,  have  in- 
duced me  to  believe  that  the  true  question,  in  this 
ca.se,  was  one  of  intention.     I  admit  that  absence 
from  one's  Slate,  for  a  long  series  of  years,  un- 
connected with  any  other   fact,  raises  a  violent 
presumption  of  an  intention  forever  to  abandon  it. 
But  this  is  nothing  more  than  presumption,  liable 
to  be  repelled  by  a  variety  of  circumstances.    Let 
us,  then,  see  whether  this  presumption,  if  it  could 
exist  in  this  case,  is  not  conclusively  repelled.    The 
uniform  and  repeated  declarations  ot   the  gentle-  ! 
man  whose  seat  is  contested,  that  he  always  con- 
sidered Massachusetts  as  his  home,  and  intended  ' 
to  return,  furnish  an  indication  of  his  intention,  ' 
which  strongly  addresses  itself  to  our  judgments.  | 
But  it  may  be  .said,  perhaps,  that  this  avowal  of' 
intention,  is  the  mere  declaration  of  a  party  im- 
mediately  and   directly  interested  in  the  result  of  ! 
this  investigation.     In  a  court  of  stern,  rigid  law,  • 
such  an  objection  might  be  successfully  raised,  but  ' 
a  deliberate   assembly  like    this  will 'not  permit 
itself  to   be    trammelled    by  technical    rules  and 
difficulties.     It  will  look  to  all  the  circumstances,  i 
Why,  in  a  court  of  law,  are  the  declarations  of  a  ' 
party    excluded,    which    operate   in    his    favor? 
Clearly  because  of  the  strong  temptation  to  mis- 
represent. But  does  that  reason  apply  in  this  case  ? 
Unquestionably    not.      These   declarations    were 
made  long  anterior  to  the  election,  and  at  a  period, 
therefore,  when  there  could  be  no  possible  motive 
to  make  false  impressions  on   the  public  mind.     I 
cannot,  Mr.  Chairman,  for  a  moment,  question  the 
sincerity  of  the  sitting  member  in  all  that  he  has 
said  and  written  in  relation  to  his  residence  here. 


It  is  seen  in  the  uniformity  and  consistency  of  bis 
declarations  ;  for  they  were  always  the  same.     It 
j  is  seen,  in  his  regular  and  repeated  visits  to  his 
,  native  State,  and  in  the  further  fact,  that,  after 
I  an  absence  of  six  years  at  one  of  the  colleges  in 
New  Jersey,  in  the  capacity  of  a  tutor,  he  returned 
to  his  father's  house  in  Massachusetts,  and  was 
honored  with  a  seat  in  the  Legislature  of  his  native 
State.     But,  for  the  purpose  of  removing  all  pos- 
sible doubts  upon  this  subject,  it  may  not  be  im- 
proper to  advert   to  one  or  two  other  additional 
circumstances.    An  extensive  and  valuable  library 
was  left  behind.     This  fact  can  only  be  rationally 
accounted  for,  upon  the  supposition  that  the  sitting 
member  never  contemplated  a  permanent  settle- 
ment in  the  District  of  Columbia,  but  always  in- 
tended to  return.     If  he  did  not  so  intend,  is  it  not 
remarkable  that  his  books,  which  constituted  the 
greater  portion  of  his  visible  property,  were  not 
either  sold  or  brought  on  to  this  place?     The  one 
or  the   other   course,  in   relation  to   his  library, 
would   most  certainly  have   been  taken,  had  he 
intended  to  settle  permanently  in  this  city,  and  his 
not  adopting  either,  is  a  pretty  strong  and  conclu- 
sive fact,  to  show  that  such  was  not  his  intention. 
These  facts,  Mr.  Chairman,  taken  in  connexion 
with  the  facts,  that  Mr.  Bailey  has  never  in  any 
manner  participated  in  the  privileges  and  burdens 
of  the  Corporation  of  Washington,  or  purchased  a 
foot  of  ground  in  the  city,  although  in  the  annual 
receipt  of  ^1,600  for  his  services  in  the  Department 
I  of  State,  have  conducted  my  mind  irresistibly  to 
'  the  conclusion,  that  he  never  contemplated  a  per- 
I  manent  settlement  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
!  and  therefore,  upon  the  principle  which  I  have 
i  been  endeavoring  to  enforce,  is  clearly  entitled  to 
,  a  seat  in  this  House.     A  remark  or  two  more,  and 
I  will  close  my  views  on  this  subject.     TheCom- 
!  mittee  of  Elections,  in    their    report,  have   said 
that  the  Constitution  contemplates  an  identity  of 
interest  and  feeling  between  the  constituent  and 
representative.      B^e  it  so.      The  position  is  un- 
!  deniably  true — but  is  it  possible  seriously  to  believe 
'  that  this  feature  in  the  Constitution  will  be  violated 
I  by  permitting  Mr.  Bailey  to  retain  his  seat,  when 
,  it  is  recollected  that  he  is  a  native  of  Massachu- 
I  setts,  that   he   was    born  and  raised  among  the 
I  people  he  now  represents,  that  consequently  he  is 
intimately  acquainted  with  their  character,  feel- 
!  ings,  and  interests,  and  that,  having  been  honored 
with   the  most  important  and  responsible  office 
within  their  gift,  he  must  therefore  feel  the  very 
strongest  attachment  for  them  ?     I  think  not,  sir. 
This  feature  will  remain  untouched,  should  Mr. 
Bailey  be  permitted  to  retain  his  seat  in  this  House, 
and  I  cannot  but  think  that  those  who  entertain 
the  opposite  opinion,  indulge  ideal  and  unfounded 
fears.     I  would  not  approach  the  Constitution  of 
my  country  irreverently.     I  would  not  invade  a 
single  provision  in  that  sacred  instrument,  for  the 
purpose  of  attaining  any  object,  however  desira- 
ble ;  but,  as  I  can  see  nothing  in  it  which  requires 
that  the  seat  of  the  sitting  member  should  be  va- 
cated, as  I  would  not  lightly  interfere  with  the 
free  and  unbiassed  exerciseoftheelectivefranchise, 
and  as  I  have  great  confidence  in  the  virtue  and 
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intelligence  of  the  people,  I  (eei  myself  bound  by  f 
the  sternest  mandates  of  duty,  to  vote  for  the  pro-  ' 
position  submitted  by  the  gentleman  from  Louis- 
iana,  to  reverse  the  report  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  Randolph,  of  Virginia,  made  a  short  speech 
in  support  of  the  report,  and  against  the  right  of 
the  sitting  member. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
strike  out  the  word  "  not,"  and   decided  in  the  , 
ne|atiTe--ayes  55,  noes  105.  | 

So  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  refused  to  re- 
verse the  opinion  expressed  by  the  Committee  of  ^ 
Elections,  adverse  to  Mr.  Bailey's  claim  to  a  seat.  I 

Mr.  Randolph  then  moved  that  the  Committee 
rise,  and  report  their  concurrence  with  that  report.  ' 

Mr.  Bailly  expressed  a  wish  to  address  the  ' 
House,  and  was  desirous  that  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  would  withdraw  his  motion,  and  suffer  ' 
the  Committee  to  report  progress,  and  a>k  leave  ' 
to  sit  again.  I 

Mr.  BRENTopposed  the  motion  of  Mr.  Randolph.  ! 

Mr.  Cook  questioned  its  being  in  order.  I 

Mr.  Fuller  moved  to  report  progress  and  ask 

leave  to  sit  again.  i 

The  Chair  pronounced  this  motion  out  of  order  ' 

as  it  was  not  yet  four  o'clock,  and  the  rule  of  the  I 

House  forbade  such  a  motion  in  Committee  of  the  I 

VV  hole,  before  that  hour,  unless  to  ask  leave  to  sit  i 

on  a  day  subsequent  to  the  next  succeeding  one. 

Mr.  McDuFFiE  contended  that  the  rule  did  not 
apply,  and  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair 

Some  confusion  ensued.  Several  members  were  i 
up  at  once.  The  appeal  was  withdrawn,  and.  I 
alter  much  altercation,  the  question  was  taken  on  i 
reporting  and  asking  leave,  and  decided  in  the  ! 
negative—ayes  79,  noes  86.  j 

The  question  was  next  put  on    reporting  the 
resolution  of  the  committee  without  amendment 
and  carried.  ' 

The  hour  of  four  having  by  this  time  arftved, 
xVlr.  i'OLLER  renewed  his  motion  to  rise,  report 
progress,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was 
carried. 

The  Committee  rose  accordingly,  reported  the 
resolution  anu  asked  leave  to  sit  again;  and  the 
question  being  put  on  granting  leave,  it  was  de- 

A    J°  I     affirmative— ayes  84,  noes  80. 

And  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Culpeper,  the 
House  adjourned.  ' 

[The  grounds  on  which  thii  question  reM.,  will  be 

^UeT^rT''  '^  '^^T'""^  ^h«  -P<^r»  «f  tke  Com 
mitlee  of  Elections  with  Mr.  Bailey's   reply.     It  rnav 

necessary,  summarily,   to  state  that    Mr.   Ba.lev-   I 


be  WIS,  therefore,  an  ••  inhabiUnt "  of  the  latter 
place,  within  the  meaning  of  the  Constitution,  and 
was  to  be  considered  on  the  same  footing  with  foreign 
Ministers,  who,  though  bodily  absent,  on  public  aer- 
▼ice,  retain,  nevertheless,  their  homes  in  their  own 
States,  and  are  eligible  to  Congress,  &c.J 


be 

n,k<.«    I     .  ^\  V •"   *"  "'"'«^   "lai    .>ir.   Call 

When  elected  by  his   constituents  at  Norfolk,  in  Mas- 

fn^  sT'w  '  r*  *"^  ^^'  "^^"•'  y^"«  had  be'en?re^  d. 
ng  at  W  ashmglon,  performing  the  duty  of  a  c  erk  in 

Z     ZZr\"'^''\  ""'^   '^'   married   in   this 
city  ,  bu    had  taken  no  share  in  municipal  concerns 

here   and   constantly  declared  his  intention  toreti^rn 
to  Massachusetts,  where   his   home  was  stated   to  b^ 
and  where  he  possessed  a  valuable  library.     It  i,  con! 
tended  by  the   Committee  of  Elections   th,V  K.  ™ 
not  an   "inhabitant"  of  Norfolk  Tt";     l^^f^^" 
Constitutiorj,  but  was  an   inhabitant  of  VVaXn/to„ 
U  IS  insisted   on    by  Mr.    B.   and   his  defende  sSh^t' 
though   actually   resident   at    Washington     ths'  resi 
dence  was  temporary,  h.s   home  was  i„  Wo  k,  and 


Thursday,  March  18. 
Mr.  McCoy,  from  the  Committee  of  Claim? 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  J.  M.  C.  Montgom- 
ery; which  was  twice  read  and  committed. 
Mr.  Owen  offered  the  following  resolution  : 
"  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on   Public  Landa 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the   expediency  of  mak- 
ing   provifiion,  by  law,  to  secure   to   all    persons  who 
have  planted  on  public  lands,  the  privilege  of  gather- 
ing the  crops,  when   the   lands  shall   be   sold    by  the 
Government  while  such  crops  are  sUnding." 

Mr.  Owen  supported  the  resolution  in  a  few  re- 
marks, which  were  supported  by  Mr.  Ihack-s  and 
opposed  by  Mr.  Whipple.  Mr.  Owen  rejoined— 
and  Mr.  Henry  advocated  the  resolution  at  con- 
siderable length. 

Mr.  Whittlesey  moved  an  amendment,  by 
adding,  alter  "public  lands,"  the  words  "relin- 
quished by  Grovernment." 

Mr.  Rankin  explained  the  state  of  the  facts- 
on  which  Mr.  WHirrLESEv  withdrew  the  amend- 
ment. Mr.  MooRE,  of  Alabama,  then  supported 
the  original  motion,  and  Mr.  Sandford  took  the 
same  side,  stating  the  circumstances  of  the  early 
settlers.  Mr.  Whipple  replied.  Mr.  Moore,  of 
Alabama,  rejoined.  Mr.  McCoy,  farther  opposed 
the  resolution.  Mr.  Sandford  explained.  And 
the  question  being  taken,  it  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative— ayes  83,  noes  69. 

MR.  B.AILEV'S  CASE. 
The  House  then  passed  to  the  orders  of  the  day 
i  and  took  up  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
;  tions,  in  the  case  of  John  Bailey, 
I       Mr.  Mallary,  of  Vermont,  delivered  his  views 
of  the  subject,  in  opposition  to  the  report,  and  in 
favor  of  the  right  of  Mr.  Bailey  to  his  seat. 

.Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  lobk  the  same  side 
and  replied  to  the  speech  delivered  yesterday  by 
Mr.  Randolph.  '     ' 

Mr.  Cook,  of  Illinois,  made  a  speech  in  favor 
of  the  same  view.      He   was  answered   by   Mr 
Storrs  who  opposed  the  nghtof  the  sitting  mem- 
ber, in  the  following  remarks  : 

Mr.  Storrs  said  that  the  vote  of  yesterday  in 
the  Committee  was  so  decisive,  that  he  had  not 
expected  that  the  debale-.f  that  might  be  so 
called  which  had  hitherto  been  almost  excluMvely 
conhned  to  one  side  of  the  question— would  have 
been  renewed  to-day.  From  the  very  limited 
share  which  the  majority  has  taken  in  the  discus- 
sion, gentlemen  may  have  been  encouraged  to  be- 
lieve that  their  views  of  the  case  have  been  unan- 
swerable. Their  perseverance  seems  to  call  for 
some  examination  from  this  side  of  the  House  of 
the  principles  on  which  it  has  been  so  confidently 
and  continues  to  be  pertinaciously,  insisted  that 
the  nirmber  i*  entitled  to  his  seat.  He  was  much 
gratihed,  as  a  Constitutional  question  was  to  be 
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aetiled,  that  the  vote  had  been  so  large  m  appro 
bation  of  the  resolution   reported  by  the  Commit- 
tee ol  Elections.     It  has  been  very  justly  consid- 
ered that  the  precedent  to   be  established  was  of 
great  moment.     It  concerns,  said  Mr.  S.,  the  poli- 
tical rights  of  every  citizen  who  has  voluntarily 
placed  himself  in  the  same  predicament  with  the 
gentleman  who  claims  to  be  considered  here  as  a 
representative  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts;  it 
affects  the  elective  right  of  the  people ;  but  it  most 
especially  concerns  the  political   purity  of  this 
House.     It  IS  the  first  occasion  which  has  called 
on  the  House   to  settle   the  construction   of  that 
clause  in    the  Constitution  which  is  drawn    in 
question,  and  which  must  test   the  eligibility  of  a 
numerous  class  of  persons,  eminent  for  their  per- 
sonal  respectability,  and   distinguished    by  their 
public  stations.     To  those  who  come  after  us  the 
principle  of  our  decision  should  be  known.     The 
member  himself,  and   those  who  have  sent  him 


we  justify  a  decision  which  excludes  him  from  this 
body,  and  the  nation  has  a  deep  interest  in  what- 
ever touches  or  may  affect  the  independence  and 
purity  of  their  Legislature. 

Mr.  S.  said  that  he  was  strongly  inclined  to 
mink  that  the  seat  of  the  gentleman  was  vacant 
on  one  ground  not  alluded  to  in  the  report  of 
the  comrnittee.  He  was  elected  after  the  4th 
day  of  March  last— on  the  8th  day  of  Septem- 
ber. At  both  these  periods  he  held  his  office  in 
in  the  Department  of  State,  and  continued  to  hold 
It  until  a  lew  days  before  the  commencement  of 
this  session,  (the  21st  day  of  October,)  when  he 
resigned  it.  I  am  aware,  said  Mr.  S.,  that  when 
a  similar  case  arose  in  the  16th  Congress,  it  was 
determined  that  under  such  circumstances  the 
seat  was  not  vacant.  The  majority  in  that  case 
however,  was  less  than  the  number  of  those  votinc 


H.  OP  R. 

books    which  have  been  denominated  a  library 

/  f^  /'  *(!.?'  ^^  *"^^«'»^  of  that  State  when 
ejected/  The  Constitution  declares,  that  "no 
;  person  shall  be  a  Representative  who  shall  not 
^  have  been  seven  years  a  cUueii  of  the  United 
btates,  and  who  shall  not,  when  elected,  be  an 
tMuaritof  that  State  in  which  he  shall  be 
chosen"  It  has  been  asked  of  us  to  point 
out  the  distinction  which  exists  between  a  clerk 
in  the  Department  and  the  heads  of  the  Deoarl- 
ments— as  if  u  had  been  admitted  that  theVer- 
sons  at  the  head  of  these  Departments  were  eligi- 
ble. 1  make  no  such  distinction,  or  admission.  If 
the  incumbents  of  these  offices  reside  here,  junder 
like  circumstances  with  the  gentleman  frLm  the 
district  of  Norfolk,  their  eligibility  to  this  House 
IS  in  the  same  peril ;  and  they  must  submit  to  the 
same  Constitutional  disqualification.  To  those 
who  have  expressed  alarms  that  we  might  violate 
the  right  of  the  citizen,  it  is  enough  to  say,  that 


hfre.  have  a  moral  rlaht  lo  the  reawn.  ZihZh      k    r*     "'  ""'  ""??"'  "  "  •■"°''8h  'o  ^^Y,  Ihal 

we  ju».ify.d«,.,on  ^1,  cl,e,cluderhTmfrom.ht  '   hem  ""f  'L""""  "'"'[,''?*'>  'I"*  rerpect  r JricCed  \i 

body,  aod  .he  na.,on  has  a  deeD  Tni.rZ  i  °^,  .     I  k  ,T.\r".h".?"l*">'''f-'  '?  ">.*  "P»'=»y  of  elig,-  ' 


them.     It  has  superadded  to  the  capacity  of  eligi- 
biliiy  of  all  citizens,  the  further  qualification  of 
inhabitancy  in  the  State.     Their  personal  rights 
are  secured  mail  the  States,  under  another  clause 
in  the  Constitution;  but  their  political  rights  are 
necessarily  subordinate  to  further  qualifications. 
The  question  before  us  is,  What  constitutes  an 
inhabitancy  of  a  State,  in  the  political  sense  in- 
tended by  the  Constitution  ?     Or  has  not  the  gen- 
tleman whose  seat  is  questioned,  become  an  inhab- 
itant of  the  District  of  Columbia?    It  is  not  a 
sate  or  proper  rule,  in   ascertaining  the  sense  of 
this  word  "  inhabitant,"  to  resort  to  the  significa- 
tion of  It  as  used  in  the  different  States.     It  may 
import  a  different  sense  in  every   State,  and  no 
uniform  rule  could   be  devised   in  seeking  from 
these  sources  for  its  meaning.    It  is  used  in  a  areat 
variety  of  interpretations:  often  fixed  by  statute 


Who  Stood  in  the  same  predicament  I  want  2aT  i  T'^'''^\'''''' ^  °^^""  ^^^^  ^Y  «»^^"te 
that  time  unavoidably  absent  from  the  .erTfce  of  i  n?  th^  "'^  "'"^'u  ^"  '"J"'"""  ^°  '^'  seulement 
tbe  House,  and  the  qu^est.on  w^^Sr^^^ht  u^do^-^    ^t^L^,  ^S^Zr^^^^^^ ;;::2;.Z::r'Z 

word  prevail,  which  import  various  dissimilar 
qualifications  In  many  of  the  States  a  person 
may  be  an  inhabitant  in  one  sense  for  some  pur- 
poses but  not  for  others.  The  Constitution  refers 
to  none  ol  these,  as  a  definition,  and  to  attempt  to 
confine  it  to  any  one  of  them  is  a  mere  gratuitous 


ine  House,  and  the  question  was  brought  up  dur- 
ing my  absence  ;  but  I  then  thought,  from  the  ex- 
amination which  I  had  given  to  it,  that  the  con- 
tinuance in  office  to  so  late  a  period  was  at  least 
incompatible  with  the  acceptance  of  the  seat  under 
an  election,  if  not  an  evasion,  and  inconsistent 
with  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution.     It  was  not 


his  intention  now  to  seek  to  dis  urb  tha    dec  s. on  !  lllrZi.!!.^^  '°'  "'  '^'"^  \'  *  ™"^  gratuitous 
or  to  revive  its   discussion.     He  was  ^^i^"^  I  fZ^^^^Z^l^ir^^^:--'^^^^^ 

case   now  before  the    wnrH  ^hrr^wi^^  ;., _r.L,  ...    \'*^V*  *°'^P^"*** 


^^.^.1^,1.        »4c     was    uiSMUseU    lO 

acquiescence  in  it,  in  the  case  now  before  the 
House,  because  he  thought  that,  under  another 
c  ause  in  the   Constitution,    the  gentleman  was 


word  shrouded  in  any  of  the  technical  mystery  in 
which  some  gentlemen  in  this  debate  have  endea- 
vored to  envelop  it.    We  have  heard,  on  yesterday 


clearlyd,^„almeafro™.„',„,he?;'ar„    ™i:       n      olSaT'or.'ohab.^oVvYrf .troi^r?'"''*^ 
fro™  .he  S,a.e  of  Ma.„chu«..s.     There  ,s  „„  I  ,n  ^,,  VSl::^^^:;iZ:X.   ^l^^. 


essential  difference  of  opinion  on  the  facts.  He 
resided  in  Massachusetts,  his  native  Slate,  until 
the  year  1S17,  when  he  accepted  an  appointment 
under  the  Government,  in  the  Department  of 
btate;  removed  to  this  city,  where  he  subsequently 
married,  and  has  resided  with  his  family  to  the 
present  time.  Nor  does  it  appear  that  he  has  even 
l)een  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts  during  the 
past  year,  or  since  his  election,  or  resignation,  at 
all;  or  that  he  has  any  domestic  establishment 
there,   or  any  estate,  except   some  packages  of 


be  very  learned  technicalities  in  legal  science,  but 
the  Iratners  of  this  Constitution  could  never  have 
dreamed  of  these  ingenious  mystifications  of  this 
word.  Believe  you,  sir,  if  the  Convention  had 
been  asked  its  meaning,  that  one  would  have  an- 
swered with  the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  (Mr. 
Cook,)  that  a  person  re^aoving  to  another  Terri- 
tory or  State,  to  di>charge  the  duties  of  a  public 
office  located  there,  had  left  behind  him  an  inhab- 
itancy xn  esse?  Another,  that,  with  another  gen- 
tleman, he  considered  that  it  might,  under  any 
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circamstance?,  designate  an  inhabitancy  in  abey- 
ance?   Or  that  it  was  to  be  assimilated  to  what 
has  been  called  in  this  debate  the  domicil  o( gooda? 
Let   us   discard,  sir,  these   subtle   refinements, 
which  only  lead  us  from  perplexity  to  absurdity, 
and  construe  this  Constitution  as  we  should,  ac- 
cording to  the  plain  common  acceptation  of  words. 
It  is  a  question  of  common  sense  merely.     The 
gentleman  has  resided  in  this  city  more  than  seven 
years;  his  family  are  here;  his  dwelling  place  is 
here  ;  it  is  his  home.     He  is  eligible  to  any  office 
under  the  corporation  of  the  place — a  subject  of 
taxation  in  the  District — liable  to  jury  duties.     I 
repeat  the  question  which  I  put  to  the  Committee 
before.     It  has  not  yet  been   answered.     If  this 
District  was  entiiled  to  a  delegate  in  this  House, 
whose  qualification  should  be  that  he  was  an  in- 
habitant of  the  District  of  Columbia,  would  he 
not  be  eligible  to  the  place  ?     Is  he  not  now  en- 
titled to  every  privilege  or  right  of  an  inhabitant 
of  this  District,  be  those  rights  what  they  mav, 
civil  or  political  ?     These  questions  must  be  an- 
swered in  the  affirmative;  and,  unless  it  can  be 
shown,  that  he  has  a  sort  of  double  capacity,  which 
may  constitute  him  an  inhabitant  of  two  distinct 
places  at  one  time,  and  furnish  him  with  two  dif- 
ferent domicils,  he  must  be  considered  as  an  in- 
habitant of  this  District.     What  the  nature  of  his 
rights  may  be  here,  or  their  extent,  is  a  question 
of  no  importance.     Be  they  greater  or  less,  he  is 
entitled  to   them,  whatever   they  may  be.     It    is 
eiiough  for  us  that  he  has  become  an  inhabitant 
of  the  District,  and  has  lost  his  inhabitancy  in 
Massachusetts,  and  is  thereby  rendered  obnoxious 
to  that  clause  of  the  Constitution  which  forbids 
his  eligibility  in  that  State. 

Against   these   plain   conclusions   of  common 
sense,  it  has  Ix-en  maintained,  that  he  is,  neverthe- 
less, to  be  considered,  for  the  purpose  of  eligibility, 
an  inhabitant  of  Massachusetts.    It  issocon'tendcd' 
for  the  alleged  reason  that  the  removal  of  a  per- 
son to  this  District,  for  the  purpose  of  executing 
a  public  office,  shall  not  work  a  dissolution  of  his 
inhabitancy  in  the  State  from  whence  he  comes; 
but  that  he  shall  still  be  deemed  to  retain  his  in- 
habitancy as  a  citizen  of  that  State.     This  doc- 
trine can  only  be  maintained  on  ground  derived 
either  from  the  peculiar  political  relative  situation 
ol  the  District,  or  the  nature  of  a  public  office  or 
employnient.     What  peculiarity,  sir,  exists  in  rela- 
tion to  this  territory  ol  ten  miles  square,  not  com- 
mon to  all  other  territories  of  the  United  States  ? 
We  have  the  "  power  of  exercising  exclusive  le- 
gislation in  all  cases"  over  it— a  phrase  which  de- 
notes unlimited  sovereignty.     We  are  soverei^rn 
here  precisely  in  the  same  sense,  and  to  the  same 
extent,  as  over  all  nalitnal  territory.     The  same 
jurisdiction,  for  the  same  purposes,  to  an  unlimited 
degree  we  enjoy  over  them  all.     Inhabitancy  in 
this  District  IS  precisely  of  the  nature  of  inhabi- 
tancy in  any  other  territory  of  the  United  States. 
Are  gentlemen  prepared  to  maintain  that  all  the 
emigrants  to  the  Arkansas,  Michigan,  or  Florida 
Territories  retain    their   inhabitancy,  under   any 
technical    notion,  in   the  respective  Slates    from 
which  they  went  ?  or  if  a  different  rule  is  to  be 


applied  to  their  case,  I  hope  gentlemen  will  point 
out  in  what  particular  such  a  difference  exists 
from  this  District,  and  on  what  principles  it  is 
founded.  Is  it  possible  that  inhabitancy  may  be 
acquired  in  these  Territories  by  removal  to,  and 
settlement  in  them,  and  not  in  this  District?  It 
is  a  distinction  altogether  untenable. 

Is  there  any  thing,  then,  in   the  nature  of  the 
public  employment,  or  the  locality  of  the  duties 
of  the  office,  which  can  justly  create  a  distinction  ? 
Had  the  gentleman  been  appointed  collector  of 
the  port  of  Norfolk,  to  which  place  he  had  removed, 
where  he  had  married,  and  resided   seven  years, 
he  would  clearly  be  eligible  to  this  House,  as  an 
inhabitant   of  Virginia.     His  appointment    as  a 
judge  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan  or  Florida,  and 
removal  to  the  seat  of  his  duties  in  such  territory, 
would  equally  constitute  hirn  an  inhabitant  of  the 
territory,  and  he  would  doubtless  acquire  the  ca- 
pacity of  being  eligible  to  this  House  as  a  delegate. 
If  the  rule  which  gentlemen  contend  for  applies 
to  a  removal   to   a   Territory  by  reason   of  some 
saving  power  of  original   State  inhabitancy  de- 
rived  from  the  nature  of  the  employment,  the 
same  reason  would  preserve  the  inhabitancy  on  a 
removal  to  other  States,  and  all   public  function- 
aries would  thus   retain   or  acquire  the  right  of 
eligibility  either  in  the  States  from  which  they 
removed,  or  which  they   had  adopted,  or- both. 
By  such  an  interpretation  of  the  Constitution,  all 
the  registers  and  receivers  of  your  Western  land 
offices,  the  governors  and  judges  of  the  Territories 
from    Lake    Erie   to    Florida,   and    vour' Indian 
Agents,   are   to   be   deemed    inhabitants  of  their 
original  States  and  eligible  as  such  to  this  House. 
I  Mr.  S.  said  he  hoped  gentlemen  would  also  define 
j  the  extent  of  this  privilege  of  their  original  inhab- 
I  itancy.     Were  they  to  be  considered  as  inhabit- 
ants of  the  States  from  which  they  emigrated  for 
any  other  purposes,  and  for  what  purposes?  Would 
I  they  be  recognised  in  such   States  as  inhabitants 
for  any  local  purposes  1  or  must  not  the  argument 
result  in  the  absurd  conclusion  that  eligibility  to 
this  House  is  the  only  capacity  which  they  retain 
during  all  their  migrations  ?     If  any  such  anoma- 
lous and  incongruous   doctrine  can   be  supported, 
let  me,  said  Mr.  S.,  put  a  case  which  has  actually 
occurred  and  now  exists.     The  present  Treasurer 
of  the  United  Stales  removed  from  South  Caro- 
lina to  Philadelphia  on  the  organization  of  the 
Government— he  continued   to   reside   at    Phila- 
delphia until  the  removal  of  the  Seat  of  Govern- 
ment to  this  city  in  1801.     Had  he  been  elected 
before  1801  as  a   representative  in  Congress  from 
the  cily  or  county  of  Philadelphia,  would   it  be 
seriously  urged  that  he  was  not  an  inhabitant  of 
that  place,  and  for  that  reason   ineligible?     He 
has  since  removed  to  this  city  ;  and  I  ask  whether, 
by  this  new  doctrine,   he  is  still  to  be  considered 
as  an   inhabitant  of  Philadelphia,  or  has  he  been 
remitted    back  to   his  first   inhabitancy  in    South 
Carolina,  because  this  District  is  territory  and  not 
within  any  of  the  States—or  for  any  other  reason  ? 
It  has  been  asked,  in  general  term/,  if  we  arc  pre- 
pared to  disfranchise  all  who  hold  public  offices 
ID  the  District  /     No,  sir,  1  am  not  prepared  to 
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expressions,  it  is  well  to  examine  how  far  theTo!    ancy  m  ThfsD  strict  7     ulT  w"^'"  V"  '"^'f  •*• 
litical  right  of  all  has  been  abriHaP^i  m  tKu^^JM^  '"^^'s  ^'strict  ?    Had_  his  residence  here 


litical  right  of  all  has  been  abridged  in  this  re- 
spect by  the  Constitution.  An  inhabitant  of  one 
Slate  IS  deprived  of  the  right  of  being  elected  in 
all  the  other  States.  Is  there  any  reason  in  the 
imagination  of  any  part  of  the  House,  why  this 
District,  or  those  who  are  inhabitants  here,  should 
be  more  highly  favored,  and  gifted  with  more  un- 
limited privileges,  than  the  inhabitants  of  the 
States?     Where,   then,   is   the   disfranchisement 


been  transient,  and  not  uniform;  had  he  left  a 
dwelling-house  in  Massachusetts,  in  which  his 
amilv  resided  for  any  part  of  the  year;  had  he 
left  there  any  insignia  of  a  home— furniture,  or 
any  property  which  usually  accompanies  a  house- 
hold esiablishment— all,  or  any  of  these,  would  be 
deemed  indications  that  his  domicil  in  Massa- 
chusetts was  not  abandoned.  Instead  of  any  in- 
dications of  this  nature,  we  find  him  here  for 


which  has  been  so  oft^n  complained  of  aorre^  J^rsd^^^^^^^  T^  ^j?  ^^'^  ^« 

sounded  in  this  debate,  and  in  what  does  it  rnn  If'^'l^^  ^^^  ^"*'5f  °^  *°  0^^^  Perma 
s.st  ?  The  inhabitants'of  this  D^trtt  are,  in  th"s  i  nex Li"  i^"fhirX'~^H'^^''-^;"^  1°™^^''^  ''^• 
respect,  on  a  perfect  equality  with  all  o  he  ^  f  I  thp  X  './^'V  ^V^"''  '"'^'°^  herewith  all 
theVhave  not  the  righfof  sitting  in  this  Hou;e  as 'cn^^^^  °^   ^   permanent   inhabitant, 

members,  the  fault,  ^i  any  whe?e    i      n  "he  Con    I  ?^^T\    ^'^  "''"''  '?  '^"^  "^  '^^'  ^^  '^  ^^ 
stitut.on,' which  his  deniWhe  bstrict  arSr    Irrhof  1^^^  from   Massachusetts   in 

sentation,  because  it  is  a  union  of  the  States  and  I  arnni  J    ^    /  ""'"'  ''^"^'  P'^^^P^'  ^'  ^^' 

not  of  Territories.  ^'^'  *°^  :  fi^H    'l       r"  ^"'"u  "?  V  °P'°'°°'  '^'^  ^  disregard 

But  this  view  of  the  case  has  been  supposed  to  '  n    ss^'d  bv  h?m   Th^t' h  ^^"'  ^f"  T.^r'^^'^^y  «- 

.h,f  D,s.,,c,  he  .ucLdi  r"i  olZr; ^.    °  n  h"™WTf'e";wher"'A7.T  '--fi-"^-'="- 

ity,  and  shal  relaln,  for  ibal  reason  Ihis  rioht  »,  ,  in™,  ;  ,?^""'''^-  All  these  vague  and  con- 
if  It  had  never  beei  dives.ed  iT'l  owevfr  'h°  '  ^ZhTT''"  "^, ^°'"'»"'^<l  >>y  every  man. 
political  nghts  vary,  on  his  removal  tordiff^rent  '  .l.^^^nf  A^'"'  "".''  "'  "'"  *'"  ""'""'  "'"'^  ^"■ 
State,  andVcome  enlarged  or  abrJeed  accord  '  we„e  ./  g'^'"'\"'»"  >'«'"'  P''"'  '"^  ""' 
ing.to  the  positive  institutions  of  the  Stales  to  ch„fsb  fT'7  """1.'!"  ^'  ^"^  "^o^'inued  to 
wh%h,  respi^tively,  he  may  rlove. here  c"  te  ^^k"  uVomV:  IZn""'  "■'  ""'""1 
no  force  in  th  s  objection,  or  any  reason  whv  h^  IkL  .  i  *  "  .^""'"  }^  »  strange  perversion  of 
should  always  cairy  wi  h  hm7  the  lotaTitv  of  '^^ '"^%^°  ^h•^^?^""«'"^"  «Hude,  in  this  respect, 
rights  which  he  ma^y  Ce  prev.ou'k  en  7yed       .rn^^  y^V"^"'^  "  P^'^'  °^  '''^  ^^^ 

His  political  rights  change  in  alT  the  Siitlio  1^1  1.-'""°"'  'V^'  ^'""  °^  '^'  ^^^^^^-  The 
whicrhe  may'remove.  ^He'may  In  sfr^tbl-  Ln  d  on'Vc?  "TreTw'f  ?"^'""°r°' ^T' 
come  an  inhabitant  on  a  residence  of  a  week— in  fnnf  «,h.?K  \  J  ^7  determines  from  the 
another  of  a  year.     In  one,  he  m^;  nottunlful^  r    £:n\cqu   ed"  rnot'^  ^^ 

a  certain  period,  be  eligible  even  !o  th^  State  Le-  all  VeT£Tcharact;ristU  nf  ^^^-^^^^  "'""'  ^""^ 
g.slature-in  another,  he  may  not  be  eligible  to  a  the  par  v  is  not  af  1  ip'f'  t  ^^'"'^''•«"^n  exist, 
particular  branch  of  the  Lejislalure  without  the  ^.,kT  '^i  i  L  ^^"^  f°  ^"'""'^  ^^  dispense 
Quality  of  a  freeholder^r  to^'ted  a-ount"'  H  '  t^ 'fac  1  wfr  doS^or  am^""  ^'^T"  i' 
may  not  be  eligible  at  all  if  belonging  to  some  declaratio^rmiX  ^  I  iiT^^ 
particular  profession.    All  these  ri-hts  may  change    intpn.fnn  !     r      ''^"^.'^  m  aid,  or  the  actual 

fn  a  day,  o\  his  removal  to  ^anolher  Zl^'^Z  j  l^^  e  Tfq  iv'^n?  '^IT.^'^'  "^f 
IS  there  any  uniformity  even  in  his  personal  rights,  '  acts  are  of  that  r  L    nn  t  T    '•  ''  ''^'f'  ^^^ 

in   all    the    States.     H,s   riehts    are   enlarcrpH   n^  1,„m   i^\i  "  ^^'^ '^'"'^'^"'^^  '"PO^* '^a^  i^ 

abridged,  accordingly  as  h!  hall  or  hafl  not  i  Tml  ^  dangerous  to  resort  to  extraneous  cir- 
voluntar.'ly  change^his  domici  They  a  re  neces-  i  Sence  i^thi  ^  ?"»""'"  ir^'S.'  "^^^  °^  ^^^^'- 
sarily  subordlnale^o  the  soverei<^nty  within  Xch  irn^^^^^^^  ^^  P"^''"  .°^'"'=^'  under  cir- 

he  may  choose  to  reside.  If  bfremTv in ^  ^  his  '  sZ  nf  ."^k^''^  "^'^1'  'l^'^  '^'''  ^'S^^  ^°"c'"- 
District,   heloseshisinhabWcmhsoricrn^^^  Perhaps   such    may   now 

State  It  is  his  fr..  act,  and  he  r^L't^su'binU  loThe  i  TyTt;  ow^  frcrstres'^  '''''''  °''  '°^^^^^' 

^liz  ^.7i:z  ^;;  :;i -s?^:;  ^^ ->^  i  ea;[;;;c^^^"r^^^  "^*^^\--  --  ^^^-  - 

by  changing  his  previous  residence  The  X  !  '  fh  ^ ?  "'  '"  "^^'"^«'"  ^'»'h  vigilance  some  of 
isting  in  relation  ,0  ibe  residence  of  the  gentle- 1  l^^HrarhTe^o  on'^eth^s'e  JniabSn^j'^'no" 
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bona  fide  among  his  constituents,  but  one  who 
comes  from  the  Executive  Departments.  If  this 
District  is  to  furnish  members  for  this  House,  it 


in  ail  our  future  history,  Administrations  may  not 
be  found,  which  might  avail  themselves  of  such 
means  to  susiam   their  mfluence  in   this  House. 


is  the  more  dangerous  if  they  are  to  be  educated  i  The  only  barrier  to  Executive  power  is  here— its 
under  the  immediate  eye  of  their  political  patrons.  !  only  etfectual  restraint  is  m  preserving  the  idenii 


The  framers  of  the  Constitution  intended  that  a 
Representative  hereshould  come  from  the  bosom  of 
his  constituents;  that  he  should  live  among  ihem  ; 
be  conversant  with  their  feelinp,  their  wishes,  and' 
their  wants;  that  he  should  know  their  political 
Principles,  and  be  identified  with  the  people  whom 
le  represents.  They  entertained  no  notions  of 
that  technical  inhabitancy  which  has  been  set  up 
here  to  fritter  away  the  most  salutary  purposes  ol 


fication  of  this  House  with  the  people,  and  closing 
every  avenue  to  the  approach  of  Executive  inHu- 
ence  in  our  deliberations.     Sanction  the  doctrine 


.^  .      .1  .L   •    r    I 1    ^ ••«,'"'-»",  I -^"^-^  •"  uui  uciiuciauuiis.     oauciion  me  uocirine 


and  we  may  find  here,  at  some  future  day, a  serai- 
official  cabinet— a  bench  of  ministers — men  who 

ha  ve  merely  laid  aside  the  forms  of  office,  but  whose 
political  feelings  and  partialities  and  obligations 
centre  in   the  Executive  will ;  a  packed   Parlia- 


the  Cotistitutiotj.     The  example  of  England  was  |  mTnllmen  who  are  UuVhrto'  io^k^a^ny  wh.e  bu^ 
before  then.,  where,  under  the  form,  though  in    where  they  should  look  for  support,  to  The  appro 
mocKery,  of  representative  government,  the  Par-    bation  of  their  constituents.     Why  has  the  Con 
liament  was  fi  led  with  n h/.pmon  on^j  ,^o„c; .   I  .,;....; l  l-..  i  tt-  ! '7  "5*  '"^  ^on* 


liament  was  filled  with  placemen  and  pensioners. 
They  never  intended  to  turn  the  States  of  this 
Union  into  rotten  boroughs,  or  to  make  this  Dis- 
trict  the  great  and  common  rotten  borough  of  all 
the  States,     There  is  something  so  pregnant  with 


mischief  to  the  character  of 


>g  so  pr 
this  H 


ouse,  in  the 


slituiion  prohibited  any  officer  of  the  Government 
from  holding  a  seat  in  Congress?  It  is  !,ir  be- 
cause they  are  presumed  to  be  politically  infii  for 
legK>lation— because  the  influence  of  patronage  is 
often  too  strong  to  be  resisted— because  their  in- 
terests and  partialities  are  not  in  unison  with  the 


doctrines  which   have   been    advanced,^;d  :o  I  m;;rof"7he':;t     'ran     l^c   "e" alw^^^^ 
threatening  to  its  punty,  that  I  feel  as  if,  m  giving  I  has  proved  that  thev  are   the  most   nl.^nf? 

as  unfit  to  represent  the  people  in  the  Legislative    his  constituents      ll    Lose  who  sereth'e  "nubuf 
Department.     I  speak,  sir,  with  no  allusion  to  the    here,  in  the  more  elevated  officero?  the  d^n. 
ptleman  whose  seat  IS  now  questioned;  but,  all    ments,  or  the  .ubordmatr  places  of   t  hi  Vl^ 
History  and  experience,  our  observation  of  hunian    ment,  are  not  contented  to  en iovh^j  J  uL^j^^ 
nature,  and  our  knowledge  of  the  motives  and    and  public  honor  o^fher  stations    Hi  l.^^ 
springs  of  human  action,  warn  us  to  look  with    to  seats  in  the  Legiljatu  e    tre  oalh  .     '^     '^"i 
jealousy  to  any  interpretation  of  this  part  of  the    plain.     Let  themfetum  to  the%f,»  T""  "*^ 

Constitution  which  shall  approximate  to  a  relara    '  Ihpir  nrioTinVi       u   u  .     ^'^'*^^  ^^^  resume 

tion  of  Its  spirit  and  mtenC?f  we  sanction  '  lea  somrm L'fi  ,  '"'^-^^"^  ^^'^"^  ^"^'"'^  »"  -^ 
the  pnnc.ple'that  the  incumbents  of^officere  j  by  h'TnflS  Le-  o^rwe?  '' Wh''""  ""'"^^^ 
are  to  be  universa  ly  elio-ible  in  the  State«=  I  hp«,  fhl,  H...  f  i  V  .u  ^  "'  *^^''"  returned  to 
gentlemen  to  reflect  wha    an  cnormot^rrn'd.r^e^^t^i^^^^^^^^^  '"'^^"^  l-'^^"  representa- 

sistible  weight  of  influence  may  ^  brough  to  onfi  ejie  his  n^  be^n  "l  ^"'""^ '  '  ^''^l'  "^^''^ 
bear  upon  the  State  elections,  to  promote  the  view^  Lo?t  and  who  f  .f  ,t  ?  ^'^"''^'^  '"^^  '^'^ir  sup- 
of  Government  and  fill  thisHoL  wVth  the  creT  rCesent^ve  ilL)  '  ^''''"'"  '\'"'  "°^  '^'^' 
tures  of  Executive  power.     The   patrona/e  of   of^l.Tm^^^^^ 

Government  in  the  sfates  will  ^deCedtf  tins  '  with  hrowr'T.''^'''^  'T''''  ^'*''^  '"'^^"^^ 
end.  The  connexions  of  men  in  office  here  a  e  '  at  is  tmJ  s'o  fl/  T'  '"'  '^''  ^  ^^'^''  ^'"^^^^^^ 
powerful  and  numerous  elsewhere.     The  office  '    eino    t  on  nf  ^f  ""'r  ^r^^^""'  ''^  ^°  '^^  " 

of  your  Government,  scattered   ll.roughout  t':  |  sLKr  ^^"^^ 

Union,  are  multiplying  every  day.     Dependent  o^  maint^?n^.l'ir'°^'^^ 

Governmental  favor,^hey  natuValirr^alv  round  '  2T}huJ  IT  k^  i^'^'"  ^'''''''  '^'  "^"«"  '^^^ 
the  power  which  feeds  them,  and  wi  1  be  found  I  o  herw.sTm.v  rh^'''"  ''  ^'""*  '^'^''  «^'»^  which 
subservient  to  its  will.  Th'.s  vast  mach  ner>  '  eLce  and  wh.cl  ^^11'"  "'  ^"^"^  ""'^  '"^^P^"^- 
when  once  organized  and  put  in  motion,  w  11  ex-  I  Tthat  inVuencP  l[^r''?  ''  "^contaminated 
ercisea  powerful  control  in  lheStates,andtheelec-  broulh  tL  romr  I  T  '*''  ^^^^^^^er  succes-sfully 
tions  will  feel  the  worst  of  all  influence  in  a  fLp    ,Ip?.^£  i,  m'  'ts  measures,  or  mingle  in  its 

Government.     Candidates   for  Jhis    Ho  se    Z    mttrV'TCr'^""^'^  '^'  ^^"^'^  ^>'«^-»  «  ™"- 
Dished  from   the  Departments  here,  will  fc  sun    I  ™m,  /  °lf''*  ^"'^^:'"'"^oi- 
ported  by  your  marshals,  judges,  and  hoi  of  cus'  i      M  '  f^''""^«*^  ^^J^'ned  to  Mr.  Storks. 

p^h"'!"'!""' "'■;';?  "'"™*'"="-^'»'"."""ugl'    w"l'  "1 ',.'1'.:','''^,''™   ",""  <■'«"»'   Uiona-n.. 


the  dispensations  of  Executive  bounty,  ih,.  perni- 
cious system.     We  have  no  reason  to'beheve^that. 


\v,fi   .u  >!"— .,^u    uiie   01    great    moment 

W  th  them  he  was  disposed  to  concur  in  opinion 

and  would  say  as  it  involved  the  construcioi  of 

an  important  ciau.e  of  the  Constitution,  .deserved 


1841 


March,  1824. 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1842 


MoMochuseUs  Contested  Election. 


H.  or  R. 


a  ftill  and  patient  investigation.     If  any  question 
said  he,  agitated  during  the  present  session,  had' 
more  than  another,  excited  in  his  bosom  an  anx- 
iety to  arrive  at  a  correct  conclusion,  it  was  the 
one  now  under  consideration. 

Mr.  C.  said  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut 
(Mr.  b  ooT)  has  a.ssumed  a  position  which,  he 
thought,  was  altogether  untenable.  He  has  gone  so 
far.  It  he  was  correctly  understood,  as  to  intimate 
that  the  constituents  of  the  gentleman,  the  right 
to  whose  seal  is  now  disputed,  are  much  more 
competent  to  decide  on  his  qualifications  than 
we  are. 

IMr.  Foot  explained,  and  said  he  did  not  wish 
to  be  understood  as  denying  this  House  jurisdic- 
tion.] •* 

^Ir.  C.  said,  he  supposed   the  gentleman  had 
used  language  which,  upon  reflection,  he  would 
be   inclined    to   qualify.      The   gentleman    from  I 
Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Flller.)  who  addressed  the  ' 
Committee  yesterday,  advanced  a  similar  opmion.  i 
He  has  informed  us  the  electors  of  the  Norfolk 
district  had  long  been  acquainted  with  the  sitting  ' 
member.     He  had  been  born  and  educated  among 
them.      As  his  residence  here  had  not  suspended 
his  intercourse  with  them,  they  knew  his  senti- 
ments.    They  believed  him  eligible,  and  gave  him  . 
their  votes;  that,  therefore,  this  House  ought  to' 
acquiesce  in  their  decision.  1 

f  h^^^ff^'^u^*'''^!"^'  ^y  '*y'"«  ^he  judgment' 
01  nis  (Mr.  bAiLEY  s)  constituents  was  entitled  to 
much  consideration.) 

Mr.  C.  said  he  thought  so,  too;  but  he  would 
prote^t  against  the  obligation  of  juch  a  judgment. 
It  could  not  be  bindmg  on  us.  It  might  awaken 
our  vigilance,  and  induce  us  to  approach  a  deci- 
sion with  increased  care.  The  recognition  of  a 
d.fl^ereni  doctrine  would  leave  but  little  to  the  per- 
formance ol  this  body,  under  that  clause  of  Vhe 
Constitution  which  gives  it  authority  to  judre  of 
the  qualifications  and  returns  of  its  members.  For 
what  purpose  is  this  House  required  to  pronounce 
sentence  in  any  case  of  contested  election,  but  par- 
ticularly in  one  involving  qualification,  if  the  con- 
stituents of  the  returned  member  be  the  most 
competent  judges  ?  We  constitute  the  legitimate 
tribunal ;  and  he,  said  Mr.  C,  was,  for  one,  pre- 
pared to  perform  his  duty. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Ful- 
ler)   informs  us  the  member  from  the  Norfolk 
district  liad,  after  an  absence  of  four  years  from 
thje  State    been  elected  a  member  of  the  Mas.sa- 
Chusetts   Legislature;   that  gentlemen,  highly  rt- 
spectablefor  talents,  when  consulted,  declared  him 
eligible,  although  the  constitution  of  that  State 
required  a  year's  residence.    These  facts  are  ur^ed 
with  great  force  in  favor  of  the  member's  eligibil- 
ity to  Congress.      Upon  examination,  it  will  be 
lound   nothing  conclusive  can  be  deduced  from 
them.      Mr.  C    asked,  whether  his  election  had 
btien  contested  ?     He  presumed  not.     If  it  had 
been,  we  should  certainly  have  heard  of  it    as  it 
would  have  added  much  to  the  weight  of  the  ar- 
gument.    Hence,  it  is  impossible  to  say  what  the 
result  would  have  been  had  his  right  to  a  seat  been 
questioned,  as  it  now  is.    This  disclosure  of  facts 


IS  very  creditable  to  the  sitting  member.    It  proves 
he  was  popular  where  he  had  been  long  known 
His  great  popularity,  and  the  sameness  of  politics 
in  his  town,  may  have  left  him  without  a  rival— 

,  without  an  enemy  to  contest  his  title  to  a  seat. 
Mr.  L.  said  the  constitution  of  Ohio  required, 
among  other  things,  that  a  person,  to  be  eligible  to 
a  seat  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  nfust  re- 

,  side  at  least  one  year  next  preceding  his  election 
in  the  countv  which  he  may  wish  to  represent! 
Ibis  clause,  he  doubted  not,  would  render  ineli- 
gible  every  person  who  might  leave  the  State 

land  go  into  another  to  obtain  a  livelihood    by 
leaching  an  academy,  as  the  member  from  Nor- 

]  ^o^^fs.  reported  to  have  done.    Indeed,  he  thought 

I  in  Ohio,  this  interpretation  would  not  be  disputed 
for  a  moment.  *^ 

Gentlemen,  in  their  liberal  interpretation  of  the 
I  word  iuhabUant,  say,  those  who  support  the  prin- 
^  ciples  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Elections 
appear  to  consider  every  person  ineligible  who  is 
,  not  actiuiUt/  a  resident  of  the  State  at  the  time  of 
his  election  ;  that  this  doctrine  would  preclude  the 
Idea  of  the  eligibility  of  every  one  who  might  be 
absent  on  business,  whether  public  or  private,  on 
the  day  of  election.     This,  Mr.  C.  said,  was  gra- 
tuitous assumption  on  the  part  of  the  gentleinen 
It  was  an  abridgment  of  right.     It  was  an  infer- 
ence which,  he  felt  sure,  could  not  be  drawn  from 
any  argument  he  had  heard.      The  rule  which 
would  produce  this  effect  couid  not  be  a  correct  or 
useful  one.      What !  disfranchise  a  citizen  who 
might  be  sent  on  a  foreign  mission  !     Surely  this 
could  never  have  been  intended.      The  character 
of  a  Minister  is  this:  He  is  the  representative  of 
his  country,  in  its  sovereign  or  national  capacity 
in  the  one  to  which  he  may  be  deputed,  without 
the  forfeiture  of  a  single  right,  although  he  ceases 
for  a  time,  to  be  an  inhabUant.      This  is  inferred 
from  the  necessity  of  the  case.      He  would  be  a 
traitor  to  his  Government  if  he  attempted  to  be- 
come a  citizen  or  subject  of  the  Power  to  which 
he  ,s  sent     In  the  nature  of  things,  by  his  actual 
change  of  residence  he  acquires  no  political  rights 
in  the  enjoyment  of  those  which  are  essential  to 

him  in  his  representative  character,  he  is  protected 
by  the  law  of  nations.     This  is  all  he  needs— thii 
IS  all  it  IS  proper  he  should  enjoy.      An  assump- 
tion of  the  civil  and  political  condition  of  the 
country  to  which  he  might  be  sent,  were  such  a 
tiling  practicable,  would  terminate  his  ministerial 
functions.     As,  then,  he  acquires  none  of  those 
rights  in  the  country  of  which  he  is  an  actual  in- 
habitant, of  which  his  removal,  for  a  time,  has 
interdicted  hira  the  exercise,  it  would  be  folly  m 
the  extreme  to  say,  on  his  return,  he  should  be 
classed  with  aliens.   Yet  gentlemen  liken  the  case 
of  the  sitting  member  to  that  of  a  Minister  to  a 
foreign  Court.     Mr.  C.  said  the  similarity,  if  any 
existed,  had.  so  far,  eluded  his  observation.     In- 
deed, it  was  plain  to  him  there  was  none.      The 
member  from  Norfolk,  hs.  leaving  his  native  State, 
and  locating  himself  here,  has  lost  nothing.     His 
immuuities  are   not   affected    by    the   migration. 
VV  hat  he  loses  there  he  acquires  here.    If  he  ceases 
to  be  eligible  to  office  in   Massachusetts,  he  is 
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compensated  by  ihe  acquisition  of  correspondent 
privileges  in  this  District.  At  all  events,  no  one 
can  say,  with  any  expectation  of  being  credited, 
that  he  would  not  have  been  eligible  had  he 
crossed  the  river  into  Virginia,  and  resided  there 
six  years,  as  he  has  done  in  this  city. 

The  gentleman  from  Illinois  (Mr.  Cook)  has 
favored  the  House  with  an  ingenious  argument, 
but  which,  when  tested,  will  be  found  inconclusive 
and  unsatisfactory.  He  says  we  have  two  forms 
of  Government,  meaning  the  State  and  Federal 

that  to  carry  on  the  operation  of  the  latter,  the 

citizens  of  one  State  are  sometimes  sent  into  ano- 
ther, or  into  a  Territory,  m  the  character  of  offi- 
cers; and  that  to  say  they  lost  the  rights  of  in- 
habitants of  the  Stales  which  they  might  leave, 
would  be  violence  to  State  rights,  as  each  State 
had  an  interest  in  the  service  of  its  citizens.  Mr. 
C.  said  this  had  frequently  been  the  case,  and  the 
officers  continued  in  the  State  or  Territory,  and 
enjoyed  all  the  privileges  of  citizens;  as  in  the 
case  already  mentioned,  what  was  lost  at  one 
place  was  fully  made  up  at  another.  Correlative 
rights  press  upon  the  emigrant,  and  he  may  enjoy 
ihem  if  he  chooses.  To  make  the  case  still  more 
intelligible,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  would  suppose  an  in- 
habitant of  the  State  of  Illinois  were  appointed 
a  register  of  a  land  office  m  Ohio,  and  were  to 
move  with  his  family  there.  What  would  be  his 
relation  in  regard  to  the  two  States ?  Certainly 
his  connexion  with  the  first  is  severed,  and  a  new 
one  formed  with  the  latter.  Certainly  he  ceases 
to  be*  an  inhabitant  uf  Illinois,  and  becomes  a 
citizen  of  Ohio.  To  affirm  the  State  he  left  is 
still  entitled  to  his  allegiance  and  service,  would 
give  a  negative  to  the  right  of  locomotion — a  right 
which  we  see  exercised  every  day  without  com- 
plaint, or  any  supposed  prejudice  to  the  right  of 
the  States. 

The  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  (Mr.  Liv- 
ermore)  contends,  if  the  word  inhuhitaut  be  prop- 
erly defined  by  the  Committee  of  Elections,  no 
person  can  be  eligible  to  Congress  who  is  not  ac- 
txudly  in  the  State  on  the  day  of  election.  This, 
Mr.  C.  thought,  was  putting  an  extreme  case. 
Such  an  idea  he  supposed  no  member  whatever 
entertained.  He  was  certain  even  the  term  ''lo- 
cality of  existence,"  which  had  been  examined 
with  so  much  attention,  was  not  intended  to  con- 
vey this  sentiment.  It  could  not  be  said  if€  were 
not  inhabitants,  in  the  Constitutional  meaning  of 
the  term,  of  the  States  we  respectively  represent, 
although  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  To  de- 
clare we  would  be  ineligible,  should  an  extra  ses- 
sion require  our  attendance  here  at  the  period  of 
an  election,  would  be  an  absurdity,  without  com- 
parison. A  case  may  be  put  to  operate  equally 
strong  against  the  gentleman.  The  public  archi- 
tect came  to  this  city  six  or  seven  years  ago  from 
the  Slate  ot  Massachusetts,  with  his  family.  He 
owns  real  estate,  has  built  himself  a  house,  and  is 
entitled  to  all  the  privileges  of  a  citizen  of  this 
District.  Is  lie  an  iuhahUant  oi  Ma'^sachusetts? 
The  answer  is  easy.  Or,  Mr.  C.  .•>aid,  he  would 
put  a  stronger  case.  He  knew  a  clerk  who  emi- 
grated to  this  place  more  than  twenty  years  ago 


from  Maryland,  had  reared  a  family,  and  was  the 
owner  of  houses  and  lots,  and  appeared  located 
for  life.  Would  the  gentleman  say  he  was  eligi- 
ble in  the  State  from  which  he  came?  Surely 
not ;  or  else  it  must  be  admitted  a  man  can,  at  the 
same  instant,  enjoy  the  same  privileges  in  two  or 
more  separate  and  distinct  jurisdictions.  Cases 
may  be  supposed,  which  prove  nothing  but  their 
own  folly.  Mr.  C.  said  his  opinion  was,  we  ought 
to  give  the  word  inhabilant  a  rational  meaning — 
it  ought  to  be  construed  to  a  common  and  judi- 
cious intent — not  so  as  to  impair  rights,  yet  so  as 
to  guard  against  the  evils  designed  to  be  prevent- 
ed, which  have  been  ably  exposed  in  the  report, 
and  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr. 
Storrs.)  and  then  applied  to  the  facts,  as  ihey 
have  been  disclosed. 

Such  is  the  condition  of  man,  such  are  his  wants 
and  necessities,  as  to  require  him  to  be  employed 
in  some  avocation.  To  obtain  a  livelihood  the 
means  are  diversified,  as  if  to  suit  the  versatility 
of  genius.  Some  prefer  a  maritime  life;  others 
choose  agricultural  and  mechanical  pursuits; 
others  seek  the  learned  professions ;  and  not  a  few 
depend  on  public  favor  for  subsistence.  The 
clerks  of  the  different  departments  we  know  de- 
pend almost  exclusively  on  their  salaries  for  sup- 
port. A  clerkship  is  one  of  the  many  ways  of 
obtaining  a  living.  It  was  the  sitting  member's 
preference  for  the  last  six  years,  within  which,  we 
]  are  informed,  he  intermarried.  It  seems  to  me, 
said  Mr.  C,  a  man's  ordinary  business  indicates 
the  "locality  of  his  existence."  What  answer 
would  a  plain  common  sense  man,  acquainted 
with  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  give  to  this 
question  ?  Of  what  place  was  the  sitting  member 
!  an  inhahUant,  at  the  time  of  his  election  ?  Would 
he  not  say  of  the  District  of  Columbia  ?  Let  us 
say  so,  too.  and  support  the  re>olution  submitted 
by  the  committee. 

Mr.  Owen,  of  Alabama,  addressed  the  Cbairas 
follows: 

Mr.  Chairman  :  I  shall  be  pardoned  by  the  House 
for  giving  the  reasons  which  influence  my  course, 
when  it   is  known   that   I  am    in    the  minority. 
Were  I  of  the  majority,  at  this  stage  of  the  inves- 
tigation upon   this  subject,  I  would  not  trespass 
I  u|)on  your  time,  because  tfie  world  and  posterity 
always  presume  that  the  majority  is  right.     This 
!  presumption  is  correct,  sir;  and,  as  this  question 
!  will  live  beyond   the  existence  of  this  Congress, 
I  and  is  to  be  handed  down  to  those  who  follow  us, 
'  as  a  precedent,  with  it,  I  wish  to  go  the  reasoning 
upon  which  my  mind  compels  me  to  oppose  so 
large  a  majority.     Sir,  I  do  not  rise  with  the  vain 
hope  (for  such  it  certainly  would  be)  of  endeavor- 
ing to  change  the  opinion  of  this  House,  which 
has  been  so  clearly  manifested.      It  is  true,  that  I 
should  be  much  pleased  were  the  majority  to  go 
with  me,  but  not  so,  if  induced   by  any  power  I 
possessed,  when  their  settled  opinion  was  to  the 
contrary.     I  am  the  more  anxious  upon  this  sub- 
ject, sir,  because  it  is  one  of  Constitutional  con- 
struction— because  it  is  one  that  strikes  at  the  very 
root  of  the  democratic  principle  of  our  Govern- 
ment.     VV^ere  it  upon  a  matter  cf  expediency,  or 
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of  mere  policy,  I  should  be  almost  indiflerent  on 
which  side  ot  this  question  1  should  be  found. 
These,  sir,  are  settled  by  opinion — by  speculation — 
and  there  is  scarcely  any  matter  of  policy,  of  deep 
national  concern,  tfuit  has  not  been  tested  by  the 
experience  of  other  Governments;  and  rare,  in- 
deed, are  the  instances  arising  from  the  peculiar 
formation  of  our  Government,  where  this  assertion 
will  not  hold  good.  But,  sir,  on  the  other  hand, 
in  ascertaining  what  the  principles  of  our  Govern- 
ment are,  nothing  of  experience  or  history  beyond 
our  own  time  can  afl'ord  us  any  light  to  direct  our 
course.  While  the  investigation  of  subjects  of 
this  kind  are  the  most  intricate  that  can  be  pre- 
sented to  ar>-  American  legislator,  they  are,  at  the 
same  time,  the  most  unique  and  dependent  upon 
the  powers  of  the  mind,  unaided  by  experience,  or 
influenced  by  precedent,  for  their  correct  decision, 
duestions  arising  upon  the  principles  of  our  Gov- 
ernment are  to  be  examined  by  the  charter  of  our 
liberty  ;  we  need  not  go  beyond  ;  to  know  what 
are  its  provisions,  is  knowing  the  principles  of  our 
Grovernraent.  How  are  they  to  be  known?  By 
the  rules,  most  assuredly,  used  in  giving  construc- 
tion to  the  prescribed  rule,  by  the  sovereign  power. 
We  cannot,  then,  with  too  much  caution  approach 
a  subject,  in  the  investigation  of  whith  is  involved 
the  two  main  features  of  our  Government;  that 
is,  the  extent  to  which  power  is  delegated,  and 
the  limitation  beyond  which  it  is  restricted  by  the 
will  of  the  sovereign  power  of  our  Government. 

The  people  (for  happy  it  is  for  our  country  that 
in  them  is  vested  the  supreme  power,)  have,  in 
prescribing  our  great  rule  of  action,  the  Constitu- 
tion, not  only  limited  those  by  them  appointed  to 
administer  the  Government,  m  the  exercise  of 
power,  but  have  restricted  themselves  in  the  dis- 
charge of  duties  which  they  have  to  perform. 
To  us.  sir,  the  responsible  duty  of  preserving  the 
Constitution  from  violation,  is  confided.  We  are 
the  sentinels  of  the  people's  liberty.  Whenever, 
therefore,  the  people,  in  the  exercise  of  privileges 
reserved  to  themselves,  act  within  the  restrictions 
imposed  by  our  Constitution,  their  act  should  be 
sovereign  and  uncontrollable.  When  they  go  be- 
yond these  restrictions,  it  is  our  duty  to  re&train 
them.  At  the  same  time  that  we  guard  against 
others,  to  preserve  the  purity  of  our  Constitution, 
we  should  watch  over  ourselves,  and  never  in  the 
least  transcend  our  delegated  powers. 

Pardon  me,  sir,  for  here  remarking,  that,  with  no 
little  concern,  have  I,  in  the  progress  of  our  Gov- 
ernment, within  my  limited  observation  on  public 
concerns,  discovered,  as  I  thought,  that,  in  any 
case  where  the  Constitution  was  intended  to  limit 
the  power  of  Congress,  that  this  branch  of  it,  at 
least  to  sustain  its  power,  has  ever  given  the  most 
liberal  and  the  greatest  latitude  of  construction. 
Even,  sir,  during  this  session,  have  Constitutional 
questions  been  agitated,  nay,  thoroughly  discussed, 
and  the  principles  upon  which  they  have  been  set- 
tled, are,  that  il  should  be  liberally  construed  to  ef- 
fect and  secure  to  the  people  of  this  nation  the  great 
purposes  for  which  it  was  adopted — the  prosperity 
of  the  nation  and  the  happiness  of  the  people  ; 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  I  do  fear,  were  1  to  assert 


that  Congress,  at  least  this  branch  of  it,  in  ascer- 
taining the  power  reserved  by  the  people  to  them- 
selves, in  the  Constitution,  that  the  most  rigid 
and  limited  construction  is  given  to  support  and 
sustain  the  restriction,  the  facts  could  be  adduced 
to  sustain  its  correctness. 

Let  not  this  case  present  us  authority  to  support 
such  a  declaration  ;  let  us  pursue  the  same  rules 
of  construction  in  testing  the  powers  of  the  people 
under  the  Constitution  as  we  do  in  ascertaining 
our  own.  Another  principle,  and  I  will  endeavor 
to  apply  the  case  before  us  to  these  principles, 
which  I  think  no  one  will  doubt  the  correctness 
of.  It  is  this:  in  giving  the  construction  to  the 
acts  of  sovereign  power,  the  presumption  is  in 
favor  of  sustaining  such  acts ;  being  understood 
to  be  right,  to  be  strictly  legal,  until  the  contrary 
is  proved.  So  it  is  with  individuals  in  the  dis- 
charge of  lawful  acts  ;  the  presumption  is  in  their 
favor,  until  removed  by  evidence,  by  facts  to  the 
contrary. 

What,  then,  is  the  question  before  this  House? 
It  is  to  concur  in  the  report  made  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Elections,  which  is  to  be  settled  upon 
the  adoption  or  rejection  of  this  resolution  sub- 
mitted by  the  committee,  "That  John  Bailey  is 
not  entitled  to  a  seat  in  this  House."  To  sustain 
this  resolution,  the  committee,  though  they  have 
laid  before  you  a  long  and  elaborate  report,  sub- 
mit the  proposition  that  Mr.  Bailey  "  is  ineligible, 
'  not  being  possessed  of  those  qualifications  which, 
'  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  are  in- 
'  dispensable  to  the  holding  of  a  seat  in  Congress." 
Under  this  broad  proposition,  none  but  a  single  alle- 
gation is  submitted  to  sustain  it,  and  upon  which 
the  whole  report  is  bottomed,  that  is,  that  "be- 
'  cause,  at  the  time  the  election  was  held,  at  which 
'  the  said  Bailey  was  supposed  to  have  been  chosen, 
he  was  not  an  inhabitant  of  Massachusetts,  but 
then  was,  and  for  many  years  before  had  been, 
and  still  is,  an  '  inhabitant'  of  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington, in  the  District  of  Columbia;"  notwith- 
standing the  broad  proposition  that  Mr.  Bailey  was 
"ineligible"  for  the  want  of  "qualifications,"  but 
the  single  qualification  alleged  to  be  wanting  is, 
habitation  within  the  State  from  which  he  is 
chosen.  The  whole  question  then  depends  upon 
the  single  point.  Was  Mr.  Bailey  a  resident  of 
Massachusetts,  within  the  purview  and  spirit  of 
the  Constitution  ?  The  committee  have  said  that 
he  was  not,  and  to  maintain  this  assertion,  what 
is  the  testimony  adduced  ? 

The  first  is  the  certificate  of  the  Governor  of 
Massachusetts. 

2d.  A  memorial  by  certain  inhabitants  of  the 
district  of  Norfolk,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts. 

3d.  A  statement  of  Mr.  John  Cluincy  Adams, 
Secretary  of  State. 

4ih.  An  affidavit  of  Mr.  Charles  Bulfinch. 

And,  lastly,  a  statement  made  by  Mr.  Bailey 
himself  to  the  committee. 

The  certificate  of  Governor  Eustis  only  states 
that,  on  a  certain  day,  John  Bailey,  Esq.,  "  was 
chosen  by  the  people  of  this  Commonwealth, 
(Massachusetts.)  legally  qualified  there  for  a  Rep- 
resentative to  represent  them  in  the  Congress  of 


1847 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1848 


1849 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1850 


n 


I 


H.  OP  R. 


Massachusetts  Contested  Election. 


March,  1S24. 


J 


the  United  States  of  America,"  &c.     This  estab- 
lishes the  fact  of  his  election. 

The  memorial  prays  that  Mr.  Bailey  be  not  ad- 
mitted to  a  seat  in  this  House,  '•  because,"  by  the 
first  section  of  the  first  article  in  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  it  is  provided  "  that  no  per- 
son shall  be  a  Representative  who  shall  not,  when 
elected,  be  an  inoabitant  of  that  State  in  which 
he  shall  be  chosen,"  and  alleges  the  fact  that  Mr. 
Bailey  was  not  an  "  inhabitant"  of  the  State,  but 
of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Adams  states  that  Mr.  Bailey  was  a  clerk  in 
the  Department  of  State ;  that  he  continued  to 
act  in  this  station  until  after  his  election  ;  that  he 
was  an  inhabitant  of  Massachusetts,  in  the  district 
he  is  now  chosen  to  represent,  at  the  time  of  his 
appointment  of  clerk.  His  residence  during  the 
time  he  held  the  ofl5ce  of  clerk  has  been  within 
the  District  of  Columbia  ;  he  always  considered 
Massachusetts  as  Mr.  Bailey's  home,  and  his  resi- 
dence in  the  District  temporary,  in  the  discharge 
of  official  duty  only  ;  gives  his  opinion  that  Mr. 
Bailey  was  eli<jible,  upon  the  general  principle  of 
national  law,  that  the  "animus  revertendi,"  or 
intention  to  return,  constitutes  the  test  of  domi- 
cil ;  and,  lo  sustain  this,  at  the  request  of  the 
committee,  many  instances  are  submitted,  sus- 
taining this  principle  in  practice  in  Massachusetts. 

The  affidavit  of  Mr.  Butfinch  establishes  the 
residence  within  the  District,  with  occasional  ab- 
sences on  visits  to  Massachusetts — boarding  at  a 
public  hotel  until  marriage;  after  which  time,  in 
the  family  of  his  wife's  mo'ther — represents  that 
Mr.  Bailey  never  exercised  ^ny  privilege  within 
the  District — never  held  an  Ofl&ce  of  the  District, 
within  his  knowledge. 

Mr.  Bailey's  statement  corroborates  the  state- 
ment of  Mr.  Adams  and  Mr.  Bulfinch,  and  adds, 
that  he  ever  considered  Massachusetts  his  home ; 
that,  within  his  district,  in  that  State,  was  tne 
seat  of  his  property,  consisting  of  a  law  library  ; 
that  it  had  ever  remained  there,  and  that  he  con- 
sidered it  his  home ;  alleges  that  he  never  held 
any  office  in  the  District  of  Columbia;  that  he 
always  avoided  the  exercise  of  privileges  within 
this  District — never  paid  a  tax,  always  considering 
Massachusetts  his  place  of  abode. 

These,  then,  Mr.  Speaker,  we  take  to  be  the 
facts  involved  in  this  case,  and  none  other  can  be 
brought  into  this  investigation ;  none  other  having 
been  submitted  by  the  committee.  Sir,  if  this 
resolutiorii^iad  not  have  been  submitted,  but  the 
facts  reporle^  alone  submitted,  it  does  appear  to 
me  th^t  precisely  the  opposite  proposition  must, 
necessarily,  be  founded  upon  such  evidence;  let 
us  for  a  moment  examine,  and  see  if  this  remark 
is  not  entitled  to  some  weight.  The  certificate  of 
Governor  Eustis  proves  the  election— in  my  mind, 
sir,  it  proves  more,  so  far  as  this  is  a  question  of 
fact,  at  least :  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Executive  of 
Massachusetts,  by  the  authority  of  the  State,  lo 
certify  the  result  of  a  Constitutional  discharge  of 
duty  by  the  people  of  that  State;  that  duty  is  the 
election  of  a  member  of  Congress;  this  officer  acts 
under  oath  in  the  discharge  of  official  duty,  and 
this  is  a  part  of  that  official  duty.     It  is  to  be  pre- 


sumed then,  sir.  that  he  has  not  certified  to  us  that 
which  the  law  prohibits  ;  it  is  to  be  presumed,  sir, 
that  the  Constitutional  qualifications  were  pos- 
sessed, the  law  presuming  in  favor  of  the  correct- 
ness of  the  act  of  the  certifying  officer  ;  so  much 
then  for  the  Governor's  certificate.  But,  the  Con- 
stitution correctly  secures  to  each  branch  of  the 
General  Legislature,  the  sole  and  exclusive  privi- 
lege of  judging  and  determining  on  the  ''elections, 
returns,  and  qualificatlon^s,  of  its  own  members;" 
this,  then,  sir,  and  this  alone,  prevents  the  certifi- 
cate of  the  Governor  from  being  conclusive;  but 
still,  sir,  the  presumption  exists,  and  that,  which, 
in  almost  all  other  cases  of  like  discharge  of  offi- 
cial duty,  would  be  conclusive  by  reason  of  this 
provision,  (universally  admitted  to  be  a  wise  one,) 
of  the  Constitution,  is  not  so,  unless  supported  by 
the  circumstances  of  the  case.  What,  then,  are 
these  circumstances  1  This  brings  me  to  the 
other  facts  submitted  by  the  committee,  all  of 
which  may  be  summed  up  in  a  very  few  words, 
there  being  none  which  conflict ;  they  are,  that 
Mr.  Bailey,  in  discharge  of  official  duty,  resided 
within  the  District  of  Columbia  at  the  time  of  his 
election,  before  and  since;  that  his  residence  here 
was  a  temporary  one ;  and  that,  at  the  close  of 
his  official  duties,  which  could  at  any  time  take 
place  at  his  own  will,  or  the  will  of  his  superior, 
he  intended  lo  return  to  his  abode  in  Massachu- 
setts; this,  sir,  is  the  evidence,  to  say  nothing  of 
the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  tiian  whom 
there  are  but  few  more  learned  jurists.  But,  sir, 
how  has  the  committee,  and  gentlemen  who  coin- 
cide with  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  treated 
this  testimony  ?  Why,  sir,  I  must  say,  that  they 
have  used  such  parts  as  supported  their  opinion 
and  seem  to  have  proscribed  those  which  confiicted 
with  it.  This  to  me  is  an  unusual  mode  of  weigh- 
ing testimony,  even  in  courts  of  civil  or  criminal 
jurisdiction,  where  testimony  is  received  under 
the  most  rigid  rule.  This  course  is  inadmissible 
in  all  statements  touching  the  same  matter;  the 
whole  made  must  be  received,  or  the  whole  re- 
jected ;  the  reason  of  this  rule  is  obvious;  for,  if 
such  parts  are  credited  as  lead  to  a  certain  con- 
clusion, and  the  remainder  rejected,  what  reason 
exists  for  crediting  that  which  is  retained?  But 
here  it  is  related  that  many  of  these  facts  are 
from  the  confessron  of  the  individual  interested. 
Sir,  I  have  been  under  the  impression  that  ihe 
confessions  of  individuals,  when  made  without 
motive,  were  entitled  to  weight  even  in  courts, 
though  such  confessions  were  "to  the  benefit  of  the 
party.  It  is  universally  admitted  that  the  inten- 
tion or  design  with  which  any  act  is  performed, 
gives  the  character  to  the  act ;  for  all  acts  of  any 
shape  or  character,  in  any  performance,  are  de- 
signed by  the  God  of  our  nature,  and  so  secured 
by  the  regulations  of  society  to  express  and  de- 
clare the  intention  of  the  person  or  -persons  doing 
them.  * 

Can  we  suppose,  for  a  moment,  sir,  that  Mr. 
Bailey  was  actuated  bv  motive  m  unijormly  dis- 
claiming this  District  as  his  hotrte  and  declaring 
his  intention  to  return  ?  Did  he  anticipate  this 
event  that  made  him  firm  to  his  purpose  in  indu- 
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cing  all  about  him  to  believe  that  he  considered 
Massachusetts   his  residence  ?     Was  it  with  the 
same  spirit  and  design  that  he  disclaimed  the  ex- 
ercise of  privileges  within  this  District?     Nay, 
sir,  was  it  for  this  purpose  that  his  fortune,  his 
estate,  (a  law  library  if  you  please,)  was  studi- 
ously kept  at  the  place  that  he  called  hisdomicil? 
Sir,  if  these  things  can  be  believed,  they  are  of 
rare  occurrence  indeed,  and  I  am  at  a  loss  whether 
to  admire  the  stability  and  firmness  of  character 
displayed  in  pursuing  his  fixed  purpose,  or  to  con- 
tinue his  hypocrisy  and  plans  of  dissimulation  in 
order   to  accomplish  an  illegal,  unconstitutional, 
and  unworthy  act.     Sir,  I  must  discard  this  view 
of  the  subject;  it  is  unreasonable;  it  is  against 
common  sense  ;  ^nd  I  am  forced  to  believe  that 
Mr.  Bailey  did  not  consider  this  District  his  home ; 
that  his  uniform  declaration  of  his  design  to  return 
was  without  motive,  and  that  Massachusetts  was 
hisdomicil:  but  the  circumstance  of  his  library 
being  at  his  home,  is  treated  with  levity.     I  sup- 
pose, because  it  is  not  valued  as  a  cotton  or  sugar 
plantation.     Sir,  principle  is  not  to  be  established 
by  dollars  and  cents.     If  in  the  latter  case  the 
property   identified   the  home,  with  as  much   cor- 
rectness will   it  in  the  former.     These,  then,  are 
the  circumstances.     Do  they  destroy  the  presump- 
tion in  favor  of  the  legality  or  constitutionality  of 
Mr.  Bailey's  election,  as  it  is  duly  certified  to  us  ? 
For  my  part,  I  think  not;  although  they  show  a 
residence  out  of  the  Stale,  they  also  show  that 
that  residence  was  temporary,  and  that  his  perma- 
nent habitation  was  in  Massachusetts.     We  must 
believe  that  .Mr.  Bailey  did  intend  to  return  ;  if  so, 
we  must  believe  that  his  absence  was  intended  to 
be  temporary,  and  this  does  not  destroy  the  right 
of  inhabitancy.     Against  the  loss  of  privilege  in 
this  way,  many  of  the  States  have  made  express 
provisions  ;  in  others  I  consider  it  provided  for  by 
the  spirit  of  our  Government,  derived  from  inter- 
national law ;  and,  sir,  that  such  is  the  spirit  and 
practice  of  the  Federal  Government  no  one  hesi- 
tates to  admit.     Sir,  it  is  under  this  principle,  that 
our  communications  with  foreign  Governments 
are  conducted;  but  this  case  is  different.     Gen- 
tlemen tell  us  we  must  adhere  to  the  literal  defi- 
nition of  the  term  inhabit,  that  it  is,  to  use  the 
phrase  grown  trite  by  repetition,  ''locality  of  ex- 
istence."    Sir,  we  do  not  in  every  case,  nay  we  do 
but  in  few,  confine  ourselves  to  the  literal  defini- 
tion of  terms;  we  are  constantly,  nay,  often,  by 
law,  giving  constructive  definitions  to  terms  that 
are  in  many  instances  in  direct  opposition  to  their 
literal   definitions.     Sir,  it  is  upon    this  principle 
that  a  man  in  Europe  is  in  Louisiana,  or  South 
Carolina  ;  that  a   man   m    Great    Britain    is    in 
Pennsylvania.     This,  sir,  for  wise  purposes,  arises 
from  constructive  definition  of  terms,  which  con- 
structive definition  is  sanctioned  by  law.     If,  then, 
there   is  no  legal  constructive  definition  in  this 
case  by  jwsitive  enactment,  I  do  say  thai  a  rational 
constructive  definition,  if  not  within  the  letter,  but 
within  the  spirit  of  the  principles  of  our  Grovern- 
rnent,  when  not  in  contravention  to  existing  law, 
IS  law  ;  and  that,  if  ever  literal  definition  is  devi- 
ated from,  we  are  justified  in  deviating  when  sup- 


ported by  reason  and  not  prohibited  by  law,  in 
order  to  support  and  give  effect  lo  the  free  exercise 
of  the  sovereign  power,  the  will  of  the  people. 

But  we  are  told  that  in  this  case  we  must  adhere 
to  the  letter  ;  that,  although  in  other  instances  it 
is  not  expedient  to  do  so,  that  in  this  we  must.  It 
is  even  admitted  that  the  Heads  of  our  Depart- 
ments claim  their  domicils  or  inhabitancy  in  the 
States  from  which  they  were  appointed  ;  and  that 
their  residence  within  this  District  does  not  deprive 
them  of  any  of  the  privileges  they  possessed  in 
their  respective  Slates,  and  that  the  authority  from 
which  this  is  derived  is  as  positive  as  if  prescribed 
bv  statute  or  ingrafted  in  your  Constitution.  Sir, 
if^  this  is  admitted,  the  question  is  decided :  for  the 
Chief  Clerk  in  the  State  Department  is  an  officer 
of  Government,  so  made  by  law,  and  the  same 
principle  that  sustains  the  one  case  will  hold  good 
in  the  other.  I  need  not  make  reference  to  author- 
ity to  support  this  position,  this  having  already 
been  done  with  great  energy  and  ability  by  the 
honorablegentleman  from  Louisiana  (Mr.  Bremt.) 

Again,  one  honorable  gentleman  (from  New 
York,  I  believe,)  has  said,  that  Mr.  Bailey  was 
not  eligible,  because,  if  this  District  was  entitled 
to  a  delegate,  or  representation  upon  ihis  floor, 
that  Mr.  Bailey  could  be  that  delegate  or  repre- 
resenutive.  Sir,  this  does  not,  cannot,  apply, 
with  any  force,  in  this  case.  Your  District,  sir, 
is  subject  lo  the  immediate  control  of,  and  its  mu- 
nicipal regulations  are  prescribed  by,  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  ;  and,  if  it  was  provided,  by 
law,  that  such  delegate  should  be  an  inhabitant 
of  Massachusetts,  then,  Mr.  Bailey  could  make 
his  election,  whether  lo  represent  a  district  in  Mas- 
sachusetts, or  the  District  of  Columbia,  if  chosen 
to  do  both.  It  is  unnecesary  to  make  any  other 
reply  to  this  kind  of  argument.  But  the  House 
will  pardon  me  while  I  notice  another  remark 
made  by  that  honorable  gentleman.  Sir,  he  says, 
we  cannot  be  too  cautious  in  examining  the  qual- 
ifications of  the  members  of  this  body.  In  this,  I 
do  most  heartly  concur  with  that  gentleman. 
Yes,  sir,  the  purity  of  all  of  our  institutions,  of 
every  department  of  our  Government,  depends # 
upon  the  purity  of  the  legislative  department.  He  * 
brings  lo  our  view  the  corruption  of  other  govern- 
ments— "  tells  of  placemen,  corrupt  ministry,  and 
seats  in  Parliament  from  rolton  boroughs."  Sir, 
these  are  remarks,  though,  to  my  mind,  entirely 
unconnected  with,  and  by  no  possibility  can  have 
any  bearing  on  the  case  on  which  we  are  now 
deliberating,  that  I  do  not  object  to  hear.  Their 
frequent  repetition  keeps  fresh  in  our  remem- 
brance the  cause  of  our  being  a  free  people.  They 
bring  forcibly  to  the  observation  and  attention  of 
this  age,  of  this  generation,  that  which  our  fore- 
father>  saw,  that  which  they  felt,  and  that  which 
they  resisted.  Yes,  sir,  wherever  there  is  corrup- 
tion, liberty  is  in  danger,  and  the  first  and  smallest 
appearance  of  its  approach,  under  any  shape  or 
disguise,  to  any  department  of  this  Government, 
should  be  scouted,  should  be  held  up  to  the  world 
and  our  posterity  as  a  beacon  to  guard  them 
against  danger.  But,  sir,  while  we  fear  and  de- 
test corruption  on  the  one  hand,  let  us  beware  lest 
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our  anxiety  to  avoid  it  should  lead  us  into  error — 
let  us  beware,  lest,  while  we  endeavor  to  provide 
against  tliis,  in  the  Cabinet,  we  become  ourselves 
the  usuri)ers.  Let  us,  when  we  provide  against 
placemen  and  members  of  Parliament  from  rotten 
boroughs,  beware,  lest  we  usurp  the  elective  fran- 
chise, the  only  sure  basis  of  the  people's  Irberiy. 
Sir,  if,  in  this,  we  are  to  exercise  unlimited  power 
and  control — if  we  can  limit  and  restrain  the  peo- 
ple, in  the  free  exercise  of  their  own  free  will,  in 
choosing  those  who  are  to  rule,  the  time  is  not 
far  distant  when  placemen,  created  by  us,  will 
dictate  to  the  American  people,  and  we  ourselves 
be  the  members  of  rotten  boroughs,  and  the  cor- 
rupt Ministry  that  we  now  so  much  deprecate  and 
carefully  provide  against. 

Sir,  gentlemen  apprehend  danger  from  Cabinet 
patronage,  in  securing  seats  in  Congress  from  cor- 
rupt sources.  To  me,  sir,  there  does  app^  to  be 
as  much  danger  to  be  apprehended,  if  public  ser- 
vice IS  to  destroy  Constitutional  disqualifications, 
from  Cabinet  patronage,  in  putting  down  opposi- 
tion to  a  favorite  asking  for  a  seat  in  Congress, 
by  holding  out  and  protfering  the  lure  of  office. 
Sir,  there  is  as  much  danger  in  the  one  case,  as  in 
the  other;  and  that  which  is  to  come  from  the 
free  exercise  of  the  will  of  the  people,  is  infinitely 
the  least  to  be  apprehended.  (Jeutleraen  should, 
•when  they  contemplate  on  the  practices  of  other 
Governments,  by  which  freedom  and  liberty  are 
lessened  by  a  Cabinet  and  Ministry,  view  the  other 
side  of  the  picture,  and  remember  that  even  a  Par- 
liament has  been  arrayed  against  the  people,  and 
that,  from  this  source,  liberty  received  a  wound 
that  time  cannot  heal.  Can  this  be  a  cause  of  an 
American  Parliament  being  against  the  people, 
and  endeavoring  to  restrain  them  in  the  exercise  ot 
those  Constitutional  privileges  reserved  to  them- 
selves ?  Sir,  it  may  lead  to  this.  Yes,  the  free- 
dom enjoyed  by  the  people  of  this  Government, 
in  the  exercise  of  their  elective  franchise,  is  the 
palladium  of  our  liberty.  Weaken  this,  and  you 
destroy  the  distinction  that  exists  between  the 
principles  of  our  Government  and  those  in  which 
.the  sovereign  power  is  in  a  King  and  Ministry, 
and  the  people  but  their  minions.  These  are  pic- 
tures drawn  by  the  imagination  of  gentlemen  ; 
but,  sir,  they  may  be  realized.  Let  us,  therefore, 
choose  rather  to  rely  upon  the  virtue  and  intel- 
ligence of  the  American  people  to  preserve  the  puri- 
ty of  the  principles  of  our  Government,  rather  than 
by  restraining  them  by  parliamentary  acts.  Our 
liberty  is  safe  in  their  bands  ;  change  its  guardian, 
and  it  is  lost  forever. 

I  thank  the  House  for  its  indulgence  ;  but  I 
must  be  pardoned  for  saying,  that  the  more  I  re- 
flect upon  this  subject,  the  more  I  am  contented 
to  vote  with  the  minority.  Therefore,  the  "  ani- 
mus reverUndi,^^  the  avoiding  of  District  privileges, 
his  estate  being  in  Massachusetts,  his  residence 
here  being  only  temporaafy,  and  permanent  inhab- 
itation being,  in  the  contemplation  of  the  Consti- 
tution, and  the  people's  electing  him,  constrain 
me  to  say,  that  Mr.  Bailey  is  entitled  to  his  seat. 
When  Mr.  Owen  took  his  seat — 
Mr.  Forsyth  replied    to  Mr.  Storbs,  (on  a 


point  in  which  he  was  personally  involved,)  and 
gave  notice,  that,  as  soon  as  the  present  question 
should  be  decided,  he  should  move  that  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  W^hole  be  discharged  from  the  con- 
sideration of  the  question  of  his  right  to  his  seat. 

Mr.  Fuller  farther  explained  the  grounds  he 
had  formerly  taken. 

Mr.  Sloane,  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Elections,  made  some  remarks  in  explanation  of 
certain  facts  ;  to  which  Mr.  Bailey  replied. 

Mr.  Cook,  moved  that,  in  order  to  afford  the 
sitting  member  an  opportunity  of  adducing  fur- 
ther testimony,  the  report  be  recommitted.  The 
question  being  taken,  it  was  decided  in  the  neg- 
ative. 

Mr.  Cook  then  called  for  the  reading  of  certain 
papers. 

Mr.  Barbodr  moved  to  adjourn.  It  was  lost. 
Ayes  76,  noes  99. 

The  papers  were  then  read. 

Mr.  Breck  spoke  to  the  general  question,  and 
in  favor  of  the  disputed  right  of  Mr.  Bailey. 

Mr.  Bailey  stated  some  tacts  of  the  case. 

Mr.  Hall,  of  North  Carolina,  (a  member  of 
the  Committee  of  Elections.)  spoke  in  favor  of  the 
report,  and  in  reply  to  Mr.  Bailey,  as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker:   I  should  not  have^aid  a  word  on 
this  subject,  but  for  a  remark  which  has  just  fallen 
from  the  gentleman  from   Massachusetts,  reiter- 
ating a  charge  of  inconsi^tency  upon  the  Com- 
mittee of  Elections,  of  which  I  am  a  member.    An 
imputation  which,  if  to  be  made  any  where,  should 
have  been  made,  not  a^inst  the  committee  gener- 
ally, but  against  myself.     The  gentleman  must  re- 
collect, as  I  have  already  .stated,  in  the  course  of 
this  debate,  by  way  of  explanation,  for  the  purpose 
of  exculpating  the  committee  from  this  charge, 
that  he  derived  this  idea  of  inconsistency  from  a 
conversation  with  me  in  the  committee  room,  in 
which  he  might  have  conceived  it  to  have  been 
my  opinion,  that  the  71*0  animo,  or  the  feeling  of 
the  mind,  was   the  pivot  on  which  this  question 
turns.     He  must,  however,  recollect,  that,  subse- 
quently, I  gave  It  as  my  opinion,  that  this  princi- 
ple was  not   applicable  to  his  case,  but   rather  to 
the   political   right   of  citizenship,  or  allegiance. 
But,  sir,  for   the  sake  of  argument,  suppose  that  1 
should  admit  that  this  is  the  principle  upon  which 
the  question  rests,  cui  boiw,  what  good  will  it  do  the 
gentleman  ?     If  he  assumes  the  principle,  he  must 
follow  it  out,  whithersoever  it  may  lead  ;  and  if  he 
does   so,  he   becomes /elo  (Use — he  cuts  his  own 
throat.     It  is  a  bad  rule  that  will   not  work  both 
ways;  and  how  is  the  feeling  of  the  mind  to  be 
known?     It  can  only  be  known  by  external  cir- 
cumstances ;  and,  unfortunately  for  the  gentlemen, 
all  these,  (and  some  of  them  most  stubborn  facts,) 
are  against  him:  the  evidence  is  all  against  him. 
Sir,  it  only  comes  to  this,  that  the  gentleman  may 
have  had,  at  different  times,  a  vague  notion  of  re- 
turning to  Massachusetts,  but  did  not  return  ;  but 
that,  on  the  other  hand,  he  had  much  more  con- 
stantly and  effectually,  an  intention  of  remaining, 
and  did  remain  a  resident  for  six  or  seven  years, 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  prosecuting  his  own 
interests,  at  his  own  will;  or,  as  gentlemen  seem 


fond  of  technical  phraseology,  he  had  the  animtu 
revertendi^  but,  unfortunately,  he  had  a  much  strong- 
er animus  manendi,  which  proved  victorious,  and 
kept  him  from  returning,  which,  had  he  done,  he 
would  have  avoided  his  present  difficulty.  But. 
sir,  what  has  all  this  trumpery  about  the  q^io  ani- 
mOj  the  atiimus  revertendi  vel  manetidi,  about  Vattel, 
and  Puffendorff,  and  all  that  sort  of  thing,  to  do 
with  this  plain  question  of  Constitutional  law  and 
fact?  Just  about  as  much  as  we  have  with  the 
man  in  the  moon. 

Gentlemen  seem  to  have  fallen  into  some  strange 
hallucination  on  this  subject.  In  maintaining  their 
doctrine,  they  undertake  to  subvert  a  plain  and 
imperative  requisition  of  the  fundamental  statute 
of  this  land,  by  applying  to  it,  constructively,  the 
principles  of  the  common  law  of  nations.  Sup|>ose, 
that  in  some  of  the  State  courts,  any  lawyer,  in  a 
plain  case  of  law  and  fact,  a  case  where  a  statute 
applied  explicitly  to  some  crime,  a  case  in  which 
the  evidence  was  completely  made  out,  and  the 
law  and  the  fact  in  entire  unison — what  would  be 
thought,  in  such  a  case,  of  any  lawyer  who  should 
attempt  to  overthrow,  by  applying  to  it  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  British  common  law,  from  Black- 
stone,  or  by  preaching  a  politico-moral  homily 
from  Paley  and  Beccaria  ?  And  yet  it  would  be 
of  a  piece  with  what  is  now  attempted. 

Mr.  Speaker:  I  have  prescribed  to  myself  a 
very  plain  and  simple  method  of  construing  this 
instrument  which  1  hold  in  my  hand,  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States — a  method  which,  if 
pursued  with  a  view  solely  to  the  truth,  will  gen- 
erally be  right.  It  is,  to  take  the  plain  vernacular 
meaning  of  the  words  in  which  any  subject  is 
couched,  and  endeavor,  in  their  plain  sense,  to 
find  what  was  the  intention  of  its  tramers.  Hav- 
ing, to  the  be>t  of  my  judgment,  done  this,  I  ad- 
here to  that  interpretation,  without  attempting  to 
bend  or  twist  it  to  answer,  by  a  strained  construc- 
tion, any  other  purpose — which,  were  I  to  do,  I 
should  be  guilty  of  treason  against  my  under- 
standing and  my  moral  sense.  I  have  applied 
this  rule  to  that  part  of  the  Constitution  which 
says  "that  no  person  shall  be  a  Representative, 
who  shall  not  have  attained  to  the  age  of  twenty- 
five  years,  and  been  seven  years  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  and  who  shall  not,  when  elected, 
be  an  inhabitant  of  that  State  in  which  he  shall 
be  chosen."  From  which,  it  ap)>ears  to  me,  that 
the  framcrs  of  the  Constitution  meant  to  exclude 
two  orders  of  persons  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives as  member."! — persons  who  are  not  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  and  citizens  who  are 
habitual  non-residents  of  the  Stales  in  which  they 
are  elected.  So  that  the  Constitution  demands, 
in  so  many  words,  that,  to  be  a  Representative,  it 
is  not  only  necessary  to  be  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  but,  in  addition  to  this,  a  person  to  become 
so,  must  live  among  those  who  are  to  become  his 
constituents ;  evidently  drawinga  plain  and  marked 
line  of  distinction  between  citizenship  and  inhabi- 
tance.  I  do  not  believe  it  ever  entered  into  the 
contemplation  of  the  framers  of  the  Constitution 
that  Ministers  and  Consuls  resident  in  foreign 
countries,  or  heads  of  Departments,  or  their  clerks, 


residing  in  this  District,  or  any  other  persons, 
living  in  any  of  the  Territories  the  property  of  the 
United  States,  were  proper  persons  for  selection 
as  members  of  this  House.  Ministers  resident,  by 
the  very  force  of  the  term,  and  the  nature  of  the 
office,  includes  the  idea  of  inhabitance,  pro  hoc 
vit-e.  But  a  man  may  cease  to  be  an  inhabitant 
of  one  place  or  country,  without  having  a  fixed 
or  permanent  residence  anywhere.  A  man  leav- 
ing this  country  and  travelling  thirty  or  forty 
vears  over  Europe,  Asia,  and  A^ica,  could  hardly 
be  said  to  be  an  inhabitant,  all  this  time,  of  the 
United  States.  I  should  like  to  know  by  what 
sort  of  hocus  pocus,  Minister^  and  Consuls  re- 
siding habitually  at  foreign  Courts  and  mercantile 
places,  in  foreign  countries,  or  Heads  of  Depart- 
ments, and  their  clerks,  residing  for  a  series  of 
years  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  surrounded  with 
all  the  means  and  appliances  of  domestic  enjoy- 
ment, having  their  wives  and  children,  being 
housekeepers,  in  possession  of  wealth,  and  ail  the 
comforts  of  life,  can  be  all  this  time  living  in 
Georgia  or  Massachusetts,  or  any  other  Slate  ia 
the  Union  ? 

Gentlemen  fall  into  this  error  by  confounding 
the  abstract  political  right  of  citizenship  with  the 
act  of  inhabitance  which  the  Constitution  re- 
quires; but,  sir,  I  consider  them  doubly  disquali- 
fied from  becoming  members  of  this  House,  by 
habitual  residence  out  of  the  State  for  which  they 
were,  or  might  be,  elected,  (I  know  of  no  better 
definition  of  inhabitance  than  habitual  residence; 
I  would  thank  any  gentleman  for  a  better,)  and 
office-holding  under  the  United  States,  which,  so 
long  as  they  continue  to  do,  is  a  disqualification 
in  the  face  of  that  part  of  the  Constitution  which 
requires  that  "  no  person  holding  any  office  under 
the  United  States  shall  be  a  member  of  either 
House  during  his  continuance  in  office" — showing 
clearly  an  intention  to  keep  distinct  and  immisci- 
ble the  executive  and  legislative  functions  of  the 
Government;  and,  sir,  to  return  to  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  I  feel  no  hesitation  in  saying 
that  his  seat  QUght  to  be  vacated  upon  this  ground, 
if  he  labored  under  no  other  disability.  I  know 
the  decision  in  the  case  of  Herrick  and  others, 
has  been  quoted  as  bearing  analogy  to  this  part  of 
the  case  under  consideration,  but  I  never  take,  as 
a  precedent  to  follow,  that  which  I  believe  is  not 
founded  in  truth  and  principle.  I  think  that  de- 
cision was  wrong,  and  was  so  decided  only  be- 
cause a  number  of  persons  voted  in  a  case  that 
tried  their  own,  which,  had  they  been  prevented 
from  doing,  as  they  ought  to  have  been,  the  de- 
cision would  have  been  against  them.  What  are 
the  facts  in  the  case  now  before  us?  Why,  that 
the  election  took  place  on  the  8th  of  September, 
1823,  at  which  time  he  held  an  office  under  the 
United  States,  though  the  Congress  for  which  he 
was  elected  commenced  the  4th  of  March  previous, 
and  he  still  held  the  office  until  the  23d  of  Octo- 
ber thereafter.  Sir,  I  had  always  thought  that 
the  people  made  members  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, taking  care,  however,  to  make  them  of 
such  materials  as  were  not  obnoxious  to  the  Con- 
stitution, which  is  specific  in  prescribing  thequali- 
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ficatioDi^.  But,  according  to  the  decision  in  the 
case  of  Herrick  and  others,  and  agreeably  to  the 
opinion  of  some,  perhaps,  in  this  case,  it  may  be 
considered  that  the  Speaker  makes  them  by  the 
administration  of  the  oath  to  support  the  Consti- 
tution, or,  perhaps,  that  the  Grovernor  of  a  State 
may  do  it  by  his  certificate,  which,  however,  is 
only  a  kind  of  pass,  the  evidence  of  his  election, 
to  be  presented  to  this  House.  But  I  am  still  of 
opinion  that  the  people  make  members  of  Con- 
gress, at  least  for  this  branch,  but  they  must  do  it 
agreeably  to  law,  otherwise  the  act  is  void. 

I  will  forbear  to  remark  on  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Elections,  in  the  case  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Greorgia,  as  it  is  not  now  a  subject  of 
discussion,  (and  is  one  which  has  been  hooked  to 
this,  I  will  not  say  with  what  propriety,)  farther 
than  to  say  that  I  do  not  entirely  concur  with  the 
committee  in  that  report. 

A  motion  was  now  (about  4  o'clock)  made  to 
adjourn  ;  lost — ayes  80,  noes  95. 

Mr.'McDuFFiE  offered  the  following  amend- 
ment : 

"  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  House  that  John 
Bailey  came  to  the  city  of  Washington  in  the  year 
1817,  with  the  intention  of  returning  to  the  Stale  of 
Massachusetts,  and  that  the  said  intention  has  con- 
tinued to  the  time  of  his  election  to  this  House. 

"  Reso/ved,  therefure.  That  he  is  entitled  to  his  seat 
in  this  House." 

Mr.  Archer  moved  to  adjourn;  but  the  motion 
was  lost — ayes  SO,  noes  100. 

The  question  on  the  amendment  was  agreed  to 
be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Taylor  called  for  a  division  of  the  ques- 
tion on  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Slx)ane  called  for  the  previous  question, 
which  call  the  House  sustained — ayes  93,  noes  78. 

Mr.  MooRE,  of  Alabama,  moved  to  adjourn,  and 
called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question. 
The  House  refused  to  take  it  by  yeas  and  nays ; 
and  the  question  being  taken,  the  House  refused 
to  adjourn — ayes  41,  noes  124. 

The  main  question  was  then  put,  (the  previous 
question  having  precluded  all  debate  as  well  as 
amendment.)  and  decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  as 
follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Adams.  Alexander  of  Tennessee. 
Allen  of  Massachusetts,  Allison,  Archer,  Baylies,  P. 
P.  Barbour,  J.  8.  Barbour,  Bassett,  Beecher,  Blair, 
Bradky,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Burton,  Cady,  Cambre- 
leng,  Campbell  of  South  Carolina,  Campbell  of  Ohio, 
Gary,  Ca^sedy,  Clark,  Condict,  Conner,  Craig,  Cul- 
peper,  Cuthbert,  Day,  Dwinell,  Dwight,  Eaton,  Ed- 
wards of  Pennsylvania,  Edwards  of  iNorth  Carolina, 
Ellii,  Floyd,  Foote  of  New  York.  Forward,  Frost, 
Garrison,  Gatlin,  Gist,  Gurley,  Hall,  Hamilton.  Harris, 
Hayden,  Hayward,  Henry,  Hogeboom,  Holcombe, 
Hooks,  Houston,  Isacks,  Jenkins,  F.  Johnson,  Kent, 
Lathrop,  Lcftwich,  Lelcher,  Lincoln,  Litchfield,  Long, 
McCoy,  .McKee,  .McLane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of 
Ohio,  .Mangura,  Markley,  Marvin,  MatJack,  .Miller, 
Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania,  Neale,  Patterson  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Patterson  of  Ohio,  Plumer  of  Pennsylvania, 
Prince,  Randolph,  Rankin,  Richards,  Rogers,  Roes, 
Saunders,  Sandford,  Sloane,  Arthur  Smith,  Alexander 
Smyth.   Spaight.   Standofer,  Sterling,   A.   Stevenson, 


J.  Stephenson,  Stewart,  Stoddard,  Storrs,  Swan,  Ten 
Eyck,  Test,  Thompson  of  Georgia,  Tod,  Tracy.  Trim- 
ble.  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  (.'arolina, 
Tyson,  Udree,  Vance  of  North  Carolina,  Vance  of 
Ohio,  Van  Rensselaer,  Van  Wyck,  Wayne,  Webster, 
Whitman.  Whittlesey,  White.  Wickliffe.  Williams 
of  New  York,  Williams  of  Virginia,  WiHiams  of 
North  Carolina.  James  Wilson,  Henry  Wilson,  Wil- 
son of  South  Carolina,  Wilson  of  Ohio,  Woods,  and 
Wright— 125. 

Nats — Mes»r8.  Breck,  Buck,  Buckner,  Burleigh, 
Cobb,  Cook,  Crafts,  Crowninshield,  CusKman,  Durfee, 
Fsrrelly,  Findlay,  Foot  of  Connecticut,  Fuller,  Gazlay, 
Herrick,  Hobart,  Jennings,  J.  T.  Johnson,  Kidder, 
Kremer,  Lawrence,  Little,  Livermore,  Locke,  Long- 
fellow, McKean,  McKim,  Mallary,  Martindule,  Mat* 
son,  Mercer,  Moore  of  Kentucky,  Moore  of  Alabama, 
Nelson.  Newton,  O'Brien,  Owen,  Plumer  of  New 
Hampshire,  Poinsett,  Reed,  Reynolds,  Rich,  Rives, 
Ro»e,  Sharpe,  Sibley,  William  Smith.  Strong,  Taylor, 
'I'hompson  of  Kentucky,  Tomlinson,  Vinton,  Whipple, 
and  Wood — 55. 

So  It  was  resolved  that  John  Bailey  is  not  en- 
titled to  a  seat  in  this  House. 

[Pending  the  call  of  the  yeas  and  nays,  when 
the  vote  of  Mr.  McDuffie  was  called  for,  he  rose 
and  asked  to  be  excused  from  voting,  and  gave 
as  a  reason,  "  that  he  wished  those  who  should 
come  after  him  into  this  House,  to  understand 
the  grounds  upon  which  his  vote  rested,  for  which 
purpose  he  offered  an  amendment,  and  which  had 
been  put  aside,  without  a  division,  by  the  previous 
question."] 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  were  discharged 
from  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Elections,  on  the  case  of  Mr.  Forsyth, 
and  it  was  laid  on  the  table:  and  then  the  Houso 
adjourned. 


Friday,  March  19. 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  the  subject  was 
referred,  reported  a  bill  to  authorae  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  exchange  a  stock  bearing  aa 
interest  of  five  per  cent,  for  certam  stocks  bear- 
ing an  interest  of  six  per  cent.;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
whole  House  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  to 
authorize  the  creation  of  a  stock,  to  an  amount 
not  exceeding  five  millions  of  dollars,  to  provide 
for  the  awards  of  the  commissioners,  under  the 
Treaty  with  Spain,  of  the  22d  of  February,  1819. 

Mr.    Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
same  committee,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
Frederick  Perley,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his 
relief;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Webster,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  whom  the  subject  was  referred  by  reso- 
lution, reported  a  bill  to  alter  the  times  of  holiing 
the  district  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  dis- 
trict of  Illinois;  which  was  read  twice,  and  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Scott,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
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Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  final  adjustment 
of  land  claims  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  and  Ter- 
ritory of  Arkansas,  derived  from  the  Governments 
of  France  and  Spain,"  reported  the  same  with 
amendments;  and  the  bill  was  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Ha.milton,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Atfairs,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred, 
reported  a  bill  to  repeal  the  act,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  John  B.  Hogan,  approved  the  3d 
March.  1823  ;"  which  was  read  twice,  and  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  lime  to- 
morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lathrop, 

Reso/cal,  That  the  Speaker  of  this  House  be  re- 
quested to  inform  the  Executive  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts  that  the  seat  of  John 
Bailey.  E.«^.,  returned  as  a  Representative  i"rom 
that  State,  is  vacated  by  a  decision  of  this  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Archer, 

Resolved,  That  the  Speaker  of  this  House  be  re- 
quested to  inform  the  Executive  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Virginia  that  the  seat  of  William  Lee 
Ball,  Esq.,  returned  as  a  Representative  from  that 
State,  IS  vacant  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Ball. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Barber,  of  Connecticut,  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  granting  an  ap- 
propriation for  completing  and  repairing  Fort 
Gribwold,  in  the  State  of  Connecticut. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  viz:  An  act  to  provide  for  the  security  of 
public  money  in  the  hands  of  clerks  of  courts,  at- 
torneys, and  marshals,  and  their  deputies;  an  act 
for  the  relief  of  Napier,  Rapelye,  and  Bennett,  and 
Petray  and  Viel  ;  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Samuel 
White;  and  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Noah  Smith, 
of  Maine;  in  which  bills  the  Senate  a'^k  the  con- 
currence of  this  House. 

EFFECT  OF  THE  TARIFF,  «Scc. 

Mr.  Van  Rensselaer,  from  the  Committee  on 
Agriculture,  who  were  in'-tructed  to  inquire  if  an 
increase  of  the  duty  now  established  by  law,  on 
any  article  of  foreign  growth  or  manufacture, 
will  be  for  the  interest  of  the  agriculturist,  and  if 
there  be  any  such  article  to  name  the  same,  toge- 
ther with  the  additional  amount  of  duty  which 
they  deem  l)eneficial  to  the  agricultural  interest, 
made  a  report ;  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  report  is  as  follows: 

The  Committee  on  .Agriculture,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
instructing  them  to  inquire  if  an  increase  of  the  duty 
now  established  by  law,  on  any  article  of  foreign 
growth  or  manufacture,  will  be  for  the  interest  of  the 
agriculturist,  and  if  there  be  any  such  article,  to  name 
the  same,  together  with  the  additional  amount  of  the 
duty  whiih  they  deem  beneficial  to  the  agricultural 
interest,  respectfully  submit  the  following  report : 

That,  in  the  apprehension  of  your  committee,  what- 
ever increases  the  consumption  of  its  products,  whe- 
ther at  home  or  abroad,  necessarily  advances  the  in- 
terest of  agricultnre.  He  who  cultivates  the  soil,  looks 
beyond  the  supply  of  his  own  wants  for  the  profits  of 
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his  labor.  He  looks  to  a  market  for  the  surplus  pro- 
ducts of  his  industry.  The  home  market,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  the  committee,  is  at  ail  times  to  be  preferred  to 
the  foreign  market,  when  the  reward  of  agricultural 
pursuits  is  equal — the  former  is  less  precarious  than 
the  latter;  it  is,  also,  more  permanent  and  certain, 
and  above  the  reach  of  restraining  and  prohibitory 
duties  of  foreign  hostility  ;  and  when  the  home  mar- 
ket can  he  increased  in  its  demands,  without  dimin- 
ishing in  a  greater  degree  the  foreign  consumption,  it 
would  seem  wise  and  prudent  to  promote  its  exten- 
sion by  every  rational  means  within  the  sphere  of 
legislation. 

Your  committee  consider  the  increase  of  duties  on 
many  foreign  articles  now  imported  into  the  United 
States,  would   promote  the  agricultural  prosperity  of 
the  nation.     A  portion  of  population  engaged  in  man- 
ufactures would  necessarily  depend  on  the  farmer  for 
subKistence.  and  create  a  more  perfect  and  profitable 
division   of  lalK)r  than    now   exists.     A  new  market 
would  be  opened,  and  a  new  demand  created,  for  all 
the  raw  materials  which   new   manufactures   would 
consume.     It  cannot  be  denied,  that,  if  all  the  manu- 
factured articles  now  consumed  by  the  people  of  the 
United  States  were  manufactured  within  the  bounds 
of  our   country,  from  the  raw  material  furnished  by 
ourselves,  the  value  of  our  lands  would  be  increa:»ed, 
and  the  profits  of  agricultural  labor  considerably  aug- 
mented.    Demand  and    corwumption    would    be    di- 
rectly extended — a  great  extent  of  soil  now  devoted 
to  the  growing  of  products  that  afford  no  sufficient 
stimulus  to  cultivation.     The  soil  and  climate  of  the 
United    States   are  capable  of  producing  the  various 
articles  necessary  for  such  manufacturing  establish- 
ments  as  will  most  naturally  flourish  in  this  country, 
and  of  such   as  would  inevitably  be  consumed,  pro- 
vided manufacturing  labor  should  be  extended.     By  a 
comprehensive  and  rigorous  system  of  policy,  calcu- 
lated to  unfold  our  agricultural  resources,  a  spirit  of 
emulation  and   industry  would   be  diffused  over  the 
land  ;  a  vast  and  active  system  of  internal  exchange 
would  rise  up  ;  the  expense  of  transportation  in  heavy 
articles  would  be,  in  a  great  measure,  saved;  and,  in 
fact,  that   which  should   be   ardently   wished  for,  in 
every  agricultural  country,  a  home  market,  would  ap- 
pear ;  this,  too,  would  prove  a  market  at  once  various, 
in  point  of  demand,  but  sure,  steady,  and  unchanging. 
The  policy,  the  caprice,  the  selfishness,  and  the  hos- 
tility of  other  nations  could   not   affect  it.     On  this 
point,  therefore,  the  committee  cannot  entertain  any 
doubt.     The  extension  of  domestic  manufactures,  de- 
pending on    the  production  of  such  raw  materials  as 
can   be  found  in  this  country,  must  increase  the  de- 
mand  and   consumption   of  those  materials,    and   of 
course  secure  a  new  and  ready  market. 

As  to  the  articles  of  foreign  growth,  to  which  an 
increase  of  duty  should  apply,  in  order  to  promote  the 
prosperity  of  our  agriculture,  the  committee  need  only 
remark,  that,  if  the  principles  which  they  advance  be 
sound,   the   duty  should  embrace  every  raw  material 
found  or  procured  with   ease  and   cheapness,  and  in 
abundance  in  the  United  States.     The  committee  have 
confined  themselves  to  the  home  market,  in  the  brief 
view  which  they  have  presented.     The  question  how 
far  the  increase  of  thi-:  home  market,  by  an  increase  of 
duty  on  foreign   articles,  would  affect  the  demand  of 
our  agricultural  products  abroad,  leads  to  a  new  train 
of  considerations.     The  first  inquiry  which  naturally 
occurs  on  this  point  is,  what  are  the  inducements  with 
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foreign  nations  to  purchase  the  productions  of  our  aoil  1 
what  their  motives !  what  the  moving  causes  of  the 
market  which  they  extend  ?  Is  their  policy  founded 
on  favor,  reciprocity,  self-interest,  or  necessity !  On 
this  subject,  there  is  little  ground  for  dilTerence  of 
opinion.  Foreign  nations  act  not  for  us,  but  for  them- 
selves. Favor,  and  even  reciprocity,  form  no  basis  for 
their  measures  towards  us  beyond  the  compass  of  bare 
expediency.  They  will  consume  our  raw  materials 
when  they  cannot  do  better  ;  when  they  can,  they  will 
not  consume  ihem.  When  the  consumption  of  our 
agricultural  products  comes  in  contact  with  any  prin- 
ciple of  political  economy  applicable  to  their  own  con- 
dition, a  hostile  tariff  meets  us  at  their  shores.  Hence, 
the  foreign  market,  for  the  fruits  of  our  soil,  depends 
but  little  on  the  sale  which  foreign  manufactures  find 
in  this  country ;  and,  whether  we  purchase  more  or 
less,  foreign  nations  will  graduate  their  policy  towards 
us,  by  a  standard  independent  of  any  general  system 
of  duties  which  we  may  adopt;  at  least,  so  it  appears 
to  your  committee. 

How  long  would  Great  Britain  purchase  our  cotton 
if  her  own  colonies  could  supply  her  demands  ?  How 
many  nations  would  consume  any  article  that  is  culti- 
vated by  the  .\merican  agricullurittt,  if  they  could  find 
their  demand  supplied  on  better  and  more  advantage- 
ous conditions,  by  home  industry  ?  These  questions 
are  answered  by  their  proposition ;  it  is,  therefore,  the 
o|>inion  of  the  committee,  that  the  foreign  market  for 
our  agricultual  products,  and  for  the  staple  articles  of 
our  exports,  in  the  shape  of  raw  materials,  will  not  be 
essentially  afTfCted  by  uny  increase  of  duty  on  tho^e 
foreign  manufactures  which  are  composed  of  similar 
materials. 

As  to  the  amount  of  duty  which  should  be  imposed, 
it  must  always  depend  upon  a  variety  of  considera- 
tions, which  need  not  be  detailed  ;  it  should  be  suHi- 
cient  to  secure  the  exclusive  and  constant  demand  of 
our  raw  materials,  and  to  sustain  the  .American  man- 
ufacturer in  his  pursuits;  it  must  be  competent  to 
build  up  and  protect  those  manufacturing  establish- 
ments at  present  in  the  country,  and  which,  with  a 
reasonable  encouragcinent,  will  present  a  constant  de- 
mand for  those  raw  materials. 

In  fact,  as  to  the  articles  of  foreign  growth  or  man- 
ufacture, which  should  be  taxed  in  order  to  increase 
our  agricultural  prosperity,  your  committee  would  re- 
fer, generally,  to  the  tariff  now  before  the  House. 
The  committee  do  not  perceive  the  necessity  of  select- 
ing any  articles,  or  of  imposing  any  duties,  beyond 
those  embraced  by  that  bill. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tod,  the  House  again  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  stale  of  the 
Union,  (Mr.  Co.xdict  in  the  Chair,)  on  the  bill 
for  amending  the  acts  laying  duties  on  imports. 

The  question  still  being  on  Mr.  McKi.m's  mo- 
tion to  strike  out  the  177th  line  of  the  bill,  "on 
tallow,  four  cents  per  pound'' — 

Mr.  Baylies  said  that  he  fell  somewhat  dis- 
couraged by  the  symptoms  of  hostility  which  had  | 
been  manifested,  in  some  quarters  of  the  House, 
to  the  object  of  the  memorialists  of  New  Bedford 
and  Nantucket.  As  he  had  the  honor  to  claim 
the  citizens  of  one  of  those  towns  as  constituent>, 
he  fell  it  incumbent  on  him  to  offer  some  remarks 
touching  the  memorials  and  the  remonstrances, 
and,  he  trusted,  that,  although  four  oreal  cities 


had  combined  their  forces,  on  this  question,  that 
the  interests  of  iwo  humble  and  obscure  villages 
would  not  be  neglected,  if  he  could  make  it  ap- 
pear that  it  was  for  the  advantage  of  the  nation 
that  those  interests  should  be  protected. 

In  the  year  1S19,  Russian  and  American  tallow 
was  quoted,  in  the  price  currents,  at  from  13  to 
15  cents.  Sperm  oil,  at  that  period,  (and  for 
soHie  time  previous,)  had  been  sold  at  85  to  90 
cents  per  gallon.  Tallow  is  now  7  cents  per 
pound.  Summer  strained  oil  37  cents  per  gallon, 
and  Winter  strained  oil  50  cents  per  gallon — a 
reduction  in  price  of  about  one-half. 

In  the  years  1820,  1S21,  and  the  three  first 
quarters  of  1822,  there  were  imported  into  the 
United  States  10,276,740  pounds  of  tallow — equal 
to  364,890  boxes  of  candles  of  30  pounds  each,  or 
to  the  product  of  219,533  head  of  cattle,  or  to 
1^372,091  gallons  of  oil,  which,  if  consumed  in 
the  United  States,  supposing  the  material  already 
here  to  be  equal  to  the  necessary  consumption, 
would  prevent  the  consumption,  or  impede  the 
consumption  of  the  quantity  of  oil,  or  the  quantity 
of  tallow,  which  he  had  named.  The  estimates 
of  the  memorialists  would  be  found,  upon  exam- 
ination, to  be  correct. 

There  were  also  imported  during  that  period 
321,821  pounds  of  tallow  candles. 

The  tallow-chandlers  say  that  the  imported  tal- 
low is  not  used  for  the  purposes  of  light,  but  that 
it  is  made  into  soap  and  exported. 

If  this  assertion  be  admitted  to  be  true,  what 
follows  ?  Why,  that  the  tallow  of  the  country, 
which  otherwise  would  have  been  used  by  the 
soap-makers,  is  deprived  of  its  market  by  the  im- 
portation of  foreign  tallow  ;  and  the  price  being 
depressed,  and  no  sales  effected  to  proHt,  is  either 
worked  up  into  soap  in  household  manufacture, 
or  for  light,  as  the  substitute  of  oil. 

Again  it  is  said,  that  the  difficulties  in  the  oil 
market  ari>e  from  the  superabundance  of  the  arti- 
cle. Why,  sir,  so  they  do;  but  will  not  those  dif- 
ficulties be  increased,  if  you  increase,  by  importa- 
tion, the  quantity  of  an  article  already  supera- 
bundant ? 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  the  cheapest  light  that 
can  be  used  is  that  which  is  furui>hed  by  oil ; 
hence  it  would  be  good  economy  in  the  farmer  to 
sell  his  tallow,  and  to  supply  himself  with  oil; 
his  tallow  would  then  be  brought  into  the  market. 
But  if  he  was  met  in  the  market  with  this  pro- 
digious quantity  of  foreign  tallow,  it  is  almost 
self-evident  that  the  home  tallow  would  be  de- 
pressed, and  a  heavy  loss  would  fall  upon  the 
farmer. 

If  the  foreign  tallow  was  prohibited,  domestic 
tallow,  near  a  market,  would  be  exchanged  for 
oil,  the  tallow  made  into  soap,  and  exported. 
Some  candies  would  still  be  made  and  exported. 
The  farmer  would  receive  an  increased  price  for 
his  tallow,  and  obtain  oil  at  a  price  affording  him 
a  cheaper  light,  and  in  this  manner  he  would  de- 
rive an  advantage  from  the  exchange.  F'rom 
accurate  experiments  it  has  been  ascertained  that 
sperm  oil,  at  one  dollar  per  gallon,  is  a  cheaper 
light  than  tallow  candles  at  10^  cents  per  pound  ; 
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and,  of  course,  oil,  at  50  cents  per  gallon,  would 
be  cheaper  than  tallow  candles  at  5^  cents  per 
pound. 

Oil,  at  the  price  at  which  it  can  be  imported  at 
a  profit,  is  certainlv  a  cheaper  light  than  tallow, 
even  at  its  present  low  prices  ;  but  the  habits  of  a 
people  are  not  suddenly  changed  ;  and  as  tallow 
IS  very  low,  compared  with  the  prices  two  or  three 
years  since,  the  farmers  would  continue  to  use  it, 
and  not  so  readily  change  their  light,  as  they 
would  if  the  tallow  was  higher. 

It  would,  in  tact,  be  a  saving  to  those  who  now 
use  tallow  candles,  if  they  were  obliged  to  use 
oil  at  double  its  present  price.  This  fact  distin- 
guishes this  kind  of  protection  from  all  other 
kinds.  The  expense  is  not  increased  to  the  con- 
sumer, but  lessened. 

A  species  of  reasoning  is  employed  by  the  tal- 
low-chandlers, which  jnust  be  fallacious.  A 
pound  of  tallow  (say  they)  is  purchased  in  Rus- 
sia, or  elsewhere,  imported  into  the  United  States, 
and  pays  one  cent  duty.  It  is  here  manufactured 
into  soap,  exported  to  the  West  Indies,  and  ex- 
changed for  a  pound  of  coffee;  which,  when  im- 
ported into  the  United  States,  pays  five  cents  duty  ; 
therefore  the  pound  of  tallow  pays  six  cents  duty. 
Now,  this  mode  of  reasoning,  \(  not  convincing, 
is  at  least  convenient;  but  it  is  something  like 
that  of  the  boy,  in  the  story  book,  who  counted 
his  chickens  before  his  eggs  were  hatched.  Every 
possible  case  may  be  supposed :  a  pair  of  silk 
stockings  may  be  purchased  in  France  for  one 
dollar ;  imported  into  the  United  States,  pay  15 
cents  duty,  be  exported  to  Madeira,  exchanged  for 
a  gallon  of  wine,  which,  when  imported,  would 
pay  a  duty  of  one  dollar;  therefore,  according  to 
this  reasoning,  a  pair  of  silk  stockings,  purchased 
for  one  dollar,  would  pay  ^1  15  duty.  Any  es- 
timate or  calculation,  founded  on  such  a  basis  as 
thi?»,  may,  and  probably  would,  fail. 

It  is  said,  by  the  memorialists  of  New  York 
and  Baltimore,  that  all  tallow,  for  a  long  time 
past,  introduced  into  this,  from  foreign  countries, 
has  been  attended  with  a  heavy  loss  to  the  im- 
porter. If  it  be  so,  it  would  certainly  be  for  the 
advantage  of  the  importer  if  the  importation  was 
prohibited.  And  if  it  he  so,  the  prohibition  of 
importation  would  certainly  be  advantageous  to 
the  nation  ;  for,  if  we  import  at  a  loss,  the  loss  is 
to  the  nation  as  well  as  to  the  individuals  who 
import.  We  buy  of  Russia  much  more  than  we 
sell  to  her.  Therefore,  that  branch  of  trade  is  not 
to  be  particularly  favored,  The  same  cannot  be 
said  ol  oil ;  for,  although  the  whale  fishery  may 
be  prosecuted  at  a  loss  to  the  ship-owner,  and  the 
seamen  may  be  inadecjuately  remunerated  for  their 
labors,  yet  the  gain  is  the  result  of  labor — of  la- 
bor which  takes  from  the  ocean  a  mass  of  useless 
matter,  gives  it  a  value,  brings  it  into  active  oper- 
ation for  the  use  and  comfort  of  man,  or  as  an 
article  ol  commerce,  or  a  mean  of  exchange.  The 
loss  is  to  the  individual  who  engages  in  the  fishe- 
ry— the  gam  is  to  the  nation. 

The  tallow-chandlers  say  that  candles  are  nearly 
pushed  out  of  Use  by  the  excessive  importation  of 
Oil.     "  It  IS  (say  they)  not  probable  that  there  is 


'  more  than  a  tenth  part  of  the  candles  used  in 
'  our  country  that  there  used  to  be ;  and  we  judge 
'  from  our  own  experience  that  not  one-twentieth 
'  part  the  quantity  is  exported."  They  certainly 
must  have  been  in  the  dark  when  they  made  this 
estimate.  There  never  has  been  over  60,000  bar- 
rels of  sperm  oil  consumed  in  one  year  in  the 
United  States.  Of  this  quantity,  after  deducting 
for  lighthouses,  the  lighting  of  streets,  and  what 
is  used  for  wool  and  in  manufactories,  30,000 
barrels  may  be  left  for  the  use  of  families,  shops, 
&c. ;  allow  six  persons  to  a  family,  10,000,000  of 
people  give  one  million  and  two-thirds  of  a  mil- 
lion of  families — those  who  use  oil  will  average 
ten  gallons  to  a  family  ;  30,000  barrels  will,  there- 
fore, supply  but  90,000  families,  leaving  nearly 
1,577,000  families  to  use  tallow  candles ;  this 
shows  that  only  5^  per  cent,  of  the  families  use 
oil,  leaving  94^  per  cent,  of  the  families  to  be  sup- 
plied with  light  in  some  other  mode  ;  if  the  asser- 
tion of  the  tallow-chandlers  be  true,  most  ot  our 
people  must  do  without  li^ht. 

Equally  are  they  mistaken  (as  I  think)  as  to 
their  numerical  superiority  over  the  whale  fisher- 
men. During  the  last  year  there  were,  in  the 
United  States,  about  150  ships  employed  in  the 
sperm  whale  fishery,  and  50  in  the  right  whale 
fishery ;  each  of  these  ships  was  manned  with  22 
hands — say  4,400  seamen  in  the  whole. 

The  whole  population,  directly  interested  in  the 
whale  fishery,  cannot  be  estimated  at  less  than 
30,000.  The  tallow-chandlers  say  that  "imported 
tallow  is  not  fit  to  be  manufactured  into  candles 
for  exportation,  or  for  home  consumption  ;"'  of 
course  it  can  make  no  difference  to  them,  so  far 
as  the  manufacture  of  candles  is  concerned.  But 
they  say  "  an  increased  duty  will  prevent  its  man- 
ufacture and  limit  the  export."  It  is  evident  that 
they  wish  to  keep  down  the  price  of  tallow,  and 
therefore  their  interest  is  at  variance  with  the  in- 
terest of  the  growers  of  cattle. 

Should  It  be  admitted  that  all  the  evils  which 
the  tallow-chandlers  apprehend  would  be  realized, 
yet  they  find  a  remedy  in  the  drawback,  and  the 
allowance  of  the  drawback  reduces  the  protection 
to  whalemen  to  almost  nothing.  I  do  not  know 
but  that  I  ought  to  move  that  the  section  which 
allows  the  drawback  should  be  stricken  from  the 
bill. 

They  obtain,  by  that  section,  75  per  cent,  of  the 
duty  on  the  export  of  the  article.  I  am  aware 
that  much  may  be  said  about  the  frauds  which 
may  be  practised  on  the  revenue — I  do  not  pre- 
tend to  deny  but  that  frauds  may  be  committed  ; 
every  article  embraced  in  the  bill  is  liable  to  the 
same  objection  ;  if  the  whole  community  are 
rogues,  there  is  no  question  but  that  many  Irauds 
may  be  successfully  attempted  ;  but  if  these  tallow- 
chandlers  are  what  they  represent  themselves  to 
be,  (and  I  do  not  feel  disposed  to  question  their 
assertions,)  but  little  danger  on  this  score  is  to  be 
apprehended — if  they  are  not,  they  ought  not  to 
receive  the  benefit  of  the  drawback. 

An  increased  duty  on  tallow  would  more  im- 
mediately promote  the  interests  of  the  growers  of 
cattle ;  by  the  farmer,  the  effect  would  be  fell  at 
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once,  while  the  benefit  to  the  fishery,  though 
equally  sure,  would  be  more  remote. 

The  interests  of  the  whale  fishery,  and  of  agri- 
culture, are  inseparably  connected  ;  this  connexion 
will  clearly  appear,  if  the  following  circumstances 
are  considered :  Nothing  is  used  m  the  construc- 
tion of  the  whale  ships  but  what  is  obtained  from 
the  farmers,  with  the  exception  of  iron,  duck,  and 
cordage. 

The  timber  is  obtained  from  the  woodlands  of 
the  farmer.  The  plank  are  sawed  at  his  mills. 
His  teams  are  employed  in  the  transportation  of 
the  timber  and  plank — a  transportation  frequently 
of  twenty,  thirty,  or  forty  miles.  A  ship  going 
round  Cape  Horn  requires  from  100  to  150  barrels 
of  beef  and  pork,  15U  barrels  of  flour,  a  consider- 
able quantity  of  peas,  beans,  cheese,  butter,  rice, 
corn,  &c.  -,  supplies  not  drawn  from  a  small  ter- 
ritorial space,  but  from  a  wide  country.  Staves 
and  hard  pine  boards  for  heading  are  obtained  al- 
most exclusively  from  the  South,  particularly 
from  Georgia  and  the  Carolinas. 

In  the  construction  of  the  ships  the  services  of 
a  numerous  class  of  mechanics  are  required,  viz  : 

Ship-wrights,  ship-joiners,  caulkers,  riggers, 
blockmakers,  sailmakers,  blacksmiths,  boat-build- 
ers, painters,  &.c. 

All  these  mechanics  are  fed  by  the  farmers. 

Another  branch  of  mechanical  industry,  not 
much  required  in  other  vessels,  is  in  constant  re- 
qui>ition  for  the  service  of  the  fishery,  viz :  that 
of  coopers,  in  manufacturing  the  casks  necessary 
to  contain  the  oil  which  is  obtained  in  the  whale 
voyages. 

The  manufacture  of  iron  hoops  for  the  casks 
has  already  become  a  great  and  profitable  branch 
of  manufacturing  labor.  Twelve  hundred  tons 
are  said  to  be  annually  required. 

Numbers  of  coasting  vessels  are  constantly  em- 
ployed in  the  service  of  the  whale  ships.  First, 
in  bringing  from  New  York  and  the  States  fur- 
ther South  the  flour  and  provisions  for  feeding 
the  crew,  and  in  the  transportation  of  staves, 
boards,  dec;  and  then  in  transporting  the  oil 
along  the  coast  to  supply  the  lighthouses,  and  the 
towns  and  cities  on  the  Atlantic. 

Hemp,  iron,  and  duck,  pay  high  duties  to  the 
revenue,  as  also  the  molasses,  sugar,  tea,  coflee, 
liquors,  &.C..  which  are  used  for  ship  stores. 

The  mind,  in  pursuing  the  business  created 
by  this  fishery  into  all  its  ramifications,  is  lost  in  ut- 
ter astonishment  at  finding  such  a  vast  variety  of 
interests  to  be  involved  in  it,  and  such  an  equal 
difi"usion  of  its  benefits ;  not  enriching  monopolist>. 
but  bringing  plenty  to  the  door  of  the  farmer,  the 
mechanic,  the  manufacturer,  and  the  merchant ; 
not  paying  a  miserable  stipend  of  monthly  wa^^es 
for  the  toils,  the  dangers,  the  sufferings,  the  sick- 
ness, and  the  lives  of  our  noble-hearred  and  inval- 
uable seamen,  but  admitting  them  to  share  the  pro- 
fits as  well  as  the  dangers  of  their  long  and  ad- 
venturous voyages.  The  oil  is  shared  in  certain 
proportions  by  the  ship-owners,  masters,  mates, 
seamen,  and  boys.  The  interest  is  common.  The 
profit  is  common.  The  loss  is  common.  There 
IS  certainly  no  branch  of  navigation  or  manufac- 


tures which,  according  to  the  capital  employed, 
required  so  much  labor  as  this. 

The  memorialists  of  New  Bedford  and  Nan- 
tucket expect  no  relief,  unless  it  shall  appear,  after 
a  full  examination,  that  it  would  be  for  the  national 
interest  that  they  should  be  relieved. 

Every  days  experience  proves  that  it  is  to  our 
Navy  we  must  look  for  the  protection  of  our  com- 
merce. 

That  Navy,  to  be  efficient,  must  be  manned  by 
young,  hardy,  and  active  seamen.  As  a  nursery 
of  such  seamen  this  fishery  is  invaluable.  Every 
whale  ship  takes  from  six  to  nine  green  hands; 
and,  after  one  voyage,  returns  them  finished  sea- 
men, made  so,  sir,  by  the  long  and  continuous  voy- 


age, and  by  the  sober,  cornet,  and  steady  disci- 
pline whicn  universally  prevails  in  these  ships. 
They  are  returned  with    untainted    morals,  and 


with  qualities  peculiar  and  great;  yes,  sir,  great. 
It  requires  no  ordinary  resolution  to  unfurl  the 
sail  to  the  winds  of  heaven  ;  to  separate  from  per- 
sons and  objects  made  dear  by  association,  con- 
nexion, and  family  ties;  to  abandon  for  years  the 
face  of  civilization — their  ship  their  world,  with 
nothing  around  them  but  the  wide  waste  of  waters ; 
"Their  inarch  upon  the  mountain  ware, 
Their  home  upon  the  deep." 

It  is  by  long  separation  from  accustomed  asso- 
ciations, that  men  acquire  that  habitude  of  thought 
and  of  action,  which  qualifies  them  for  the  employ- 
ment to  which  they  are  destined.  The  seamen 
nurtured  in  this  employment  are  the  hardiest,  the 
boldest,  the  most  adventurous,  the  most  enterprising 
in  the  world.  Without  question,  they  suri>ass  all 
outers.  The  nature  of  their  employment  stimu- 
lates and  strengthens  qualities  the  most  rare,  and 
the  most  valuable. 

It  is  not  by  creeping  along  our  coast,  or  dodging 
into  a  port  in  the  West  Indies,  or  performing  a 
fair-weather  voyage  to  Europe,  that  seamen  are 
made.  In  this  fishery  the  very  boys  are  fashioned 
into  heroes :  they  are  inured  to  danger  in  its  direst 
form.  The  man  who  can  steer  a  boat  upon,  or 
strike  a  harpoon  into  a  whale,  cannot  be  a  coward  ; 
courage  is  as  necessary  to  him  as  the  air  to  life, 
and  not  only  courage  but  coolness  and  presence  of 
mind.  Nurtured  on  the  ocean,  he  is  familiarized 
to  Its  dangers ;  no  circumstance  can  disconcert,  no 
disasters  intimidate  him.  The  horrors  of  a  sea 
fight  have  no  terrors  for  the  whaleman  ;  he  is  con- 
stantly engaged  in  fights,  which  render  the  puny 
efforts  of  hostile  man  but  f^port  to  him.  Some  of 
these  seamen  were  in  the  Essex,  and  was  the  gal- 
lant commander  of  that  ill-fated  ship  now  present, 
he  could  tell  you  sir,  that,  during  that  horrible 
scene  at  Valparaiso,  when  he  stood  on  his  deck 
knee  deep  in  blood  and  carnage,  when  his  men 
were  falling  in  masses  around  him.  until,  to  use 
the  words  of  Mr.  Madison,  ''humanity  lore  down 
the  colors  which  valor  had  nailed  to  the  mast"— 
he  could  tell  you  sir,  that,  during  this  disastrous 
time,  during  this  scene  of  horrors,  he  found  no 
braver  spirits  in  his  ship  than  the  whalemen  of 
New  England. 

A  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Cambre- 
LENG,)  in  a  sptech  with  which  he  favored  this 


1865 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1866 


March,  1924. 


The  Tariff  BUI 


H.  or  R. 


Committee,  a  few  days  since,  on  the  general  mer- 1 
its  of  this  bill,  has  appropriated  the  splendid  eu- 
iogium  pronounced  by  Edmund  Burke,  in  the 
British  Parliament,  1774,  to  our  ancestors  gener- 
ally, and  to  our  commerce  generally.  It  was 
hardly  fair  in  him.  hostile  as  he  is  to  the  interests  of 
the  whalemen  [Mr.  Ca.mbrele.ng  denied  that  he 
was  hostile  to  them.  Mr.  Baylies  expressed  his 
satisfaction  to  find  it  so.  and  continued] — I  say, 
sir,  that  this  beautiful  eff'usion  of  eloquence  was 
elicited  from  Burke  on  the  subject  of  the  whale 
fishery,  when  the  fishery  was  confined  to  Nan- 
tucket and  New  Bedford.  It  will  well  bear  re- 
peating, and  with  the  indulgence  of  the  Commit- 
tee I  will  repeat  it. 

Mr.  Baylies  then  read  an  extract  from  Burke's 
speech  on  conciliation  with  America: 

**.Kn  to  the  wealth  which  the  culonies  have  drawn 
from  the  sea  by  their  fisheries,  you  had  all  that  m%tter 
fully  opened  at  your  bar. 

"  You  surely  thought  those  acquiiitions  of  value :  for 
they  even  seemed  to  excite  your  envy ;  and  yet  the 
•pirit  by  which  that  enterprising  employment  has  been 
exercised,  ought  rather,  in  my  opinion,  to  have  raised 
your  esteem  and  admiration.  -\nd  pray,  sir,  what  in 
the  world  is  equal  to  it  T  Pass  by  the  other  parts,  and 
look  at  the  manner  in  which  the  people  of  S'ew  Eng- 
land have  of  late  carried  on  the  whale  fiahery.  Whilst 
we  follow  thrm  among  the  tumbling  mountains  of  ice, 
and  behold  them  penetrating  into  the  deepest  frozen 
recesaes  of  Hudi>on's  Bay  and  David's  Straits;  whilst 
we  are  looking  for  them  beneath  the  arctic  circle — we 
hear  that  they  have  pierced  into  the  opposite  region 
of  polar  cold  ;  that  they  are  at  the  antipodes,  and  en- 
gaged under  the  frozen  serpent  of  the  6outh.  Falk- 
land iHlandfl,  which  seemed  too  remote  and  romantic 
an  object  fur  the  grasp  of  national  ambition,  is  but  a 
stage  and  resting  place  in  the  progress  o(  their  victo- 
rious industry. 

"  Nor  is  the  equinoctial  heat  more  discouraging  to 
them  than  the  accumulated  Winter  of  both  the  poles. 
We  know  that,  whilst  some  of  them  draw  the  line,  and 
strike  the  harpoon,  on  the  coast  uf  Africa,  others  run 
the  longitude,  and  pursue  their  gigantic  game  along 
the  coast  of  Brazil.  No  sea  but  what  is  Texed  by 
their  fisheries.  No  climate  that  is  not  witness  to  their 
toils. 

"  Neither  the  perseverance  of  HollamJ,  nor  the  activ- 
ity of  France,  nor  the  dexterous  and  firm  sagacity  of 
English  enterprise,  ever  carried  this  molt  perilous 
mode  of  hardy  industry  to  the  extent  to  which  it  has 
been  pushed  by  this  recent  people  ;  a  people  who  are 
•till,  as  it  were,  in  the  gristle,  and  not  yet  hardened 
into  the  bone  of  manhood." 

Thus  did  that  most  illustrious  statesman  speak 
in  the  British  Parliament,  of  this  fishery  in  1774, 
when  it  had  not  attained,  in  any  degree,  to  its  pre- 
sent magnitude,  whether  considered  in  reference 
to  the  capital,  tonnage,  number  of  seamen,  or  the 
length  and  duration  of  the  voyages.  The  flight 
of  an  imagination  which  seemed  to  pervade  the 
whole  circle  of  human  existence,  did  not  waft  his 
mind  to  the  points  to  which  these  enterprising, 
these  adventurous  navigators,  have  attained.  In- 
stead of  stopping  at  the  Falkland  Islands,  or  the 
polar  ices  of  the  South,  the  all-creating  imagina- 
tion of  Burke  could  scarcely  have  followed  them 
along  the  long  track  of  waters  which  they  now  en- 


compass. The  range  of  their  enterprise  is  limited 
only  by  the  limits  of  the  world.  They  now  pur- 
sue their  ''gigantic  game"  all  round  an  ocean 
which,  in  1774,  they  had  not  entered,  or  scarcely 
approached.  Those  lonely  isles  in  the  South  sea, 
on  "ocean's  bound,"  are  as  familiar  to  them,  more 
familiar,  than  the  City  of  Washington.  Some- 
times they  may  be  found  at  the  desolate  Massa- 
fuero.  Sometimes  on  the  coast  of  California. 
Sometimes  off  the  secluded  harbors  of  Japan. 
Sometimes  at  Madagascar.  Sometimes  at  New 
Holland,  and  sometimes  at  that  horrible  region, 
lately  discovered,  called  New  Shetland,  the  clime 
of  eternal  Winter. 

This  fishery  began  very  early,  in  the  ricinity  of 
Nantucket,  in  open  boats.  In  1774,  it  was  what 
Burke  described  it  to  be.  With  its  pre.sent  condi- 
tion, the  Committee  are  acquainted. 

It  has  grown  to  its  present  greatness  without 
patronage,  without  bounty,  without  protection,  al- 
most without  notice. 

For  protection,  the  whalemen  have  never  asked. 
While  subsistence  was  to  be  derived  from  their 
employment,  they  never  obtruded  themselves  upon 
the  Government.  Contented  with  the  gains  of 
their  *•  hard  industry,"  they  persisted  in  this  course 
until,  to  use  the  language  of  the  New  York  and 
Baltimore  memorialists,  they  found  themselves 
'•  half  ruined,"  and,  to  prevent  total  ruin,  they 
have  presented  their  grievances  to  the  nation. 

Much  complaint  has  been  made  by  the  tallow- 
chandlers,  that  they  have  selected  three  particular 
years  to  show  the  excessive  importation  of  foreign 
tallow.  The  reduction  of  oil  to  its  present  ruin- 
ous prices,  happened  precisely  at  the  time  when 
that  importation  was  made.  When  they  felt  the 
evil,  they  complained,  and  not  till  then. 

So  important  has  this  branch  of  navigation  been 
deemed  by  the  maritime  nations  of  Europe,  that 
Americans  are  sometimes  tempted  to  leave  their 
homes,  and  to  avail  themselves  of  the  great  ad- 
vantages arising  from  the  system  of  bounties  with 
which  it  is  protected  there. 

Many  of  the  English  whaling  ships  are  com- 
manded by  Americans.  The  South  .«:ea  whale 
fishery  was,  I  believe,  established  at  Milford  Ha- 
ven, in  England,  by  an  American.  Previous  to 
the  commencement  of  the  French  revolution,  the 
Government  of  France  foreseeing  the  great  advan- 
tage which  would  result  from  the  establishment  of 
this  fishery  in  that  kingdom,  held  out  such  great 
inducements  in  bounties,  that  a  colony  of  whale- 
men emigrated  from  Nantucket  and  New  Bedford, 
and  established  themselves  at  Dunkirk,  where  the 
fishery  was  prosecuted  successfully,  until,  in  the 
progress  of  the  revolution,  property  became  inse- 
cure, and  the  French  marine  was  threatened  with 
annihilation.  They  then  abandoned  the  pursuit, 
and  returned  to  America. 

Europe  strives  to  alter  the  course  of  nature,  by 
calling  back  the  descendants  of  those  whom  she 
had  forced  from  her  bosom.  Europe  strives  to 
lure  to  her  shores,  by  favors  and  facilities,  protec- 
tion and  bounty,  a  race  of  men  whose  value  is 
well  known  there.  Could  we  witness  their  de- 
parture without  inquietude?     Could  we  witness 
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the  decay  and  ruin  of  this  fishery,  which,  long 
ago,  the  illustrious  Burke  declared  to  be  unequalled 
in  this  world,  without  regret,  without  deep  regret  ? 
This  is  their  first  application  to  their  own  Grov- 
ernment.  The  application  embraces  not  a  soli- 
tary interest;  not  the  interest  of  the  ship-owners 
and  seamen  only,  but  the  interest  of  the  farmer, 
the  mechanic,  and  the  manufacturer. 

I  trust  the  protection  which  this  bill  proposes 
will  be  granted.  It  is  small — it  is  small  indeed  ; 
bat  it  is  something — something  which  will  carry 
to  the  whalemen  an  assurance  that  this  Govern- 
ment, protecting,  as  it  does,  all  other  interests, 
will  not  be  entirely  regardless  of  theirs. 

When  Mr.  Baylies  had  concluded — 

Mr.  Cambreleng,  of  New  York,  rose  in  reply, 
and  contended  that  the  proposed  duty,  if  granted, 
would  not  be  any  reliel  to  those  engaged  in  the 
fisheries.  He  stated  the  operation  of  the  duty  to 
be  nugatory,  because  a  drawback  is  allowed  by 
the  bill  on  exported  soap  and  candles,  and  the 
whole  amount  of  imported  tallow,  (about  a  mil- 
lion of  pounds,)  is  now  made  into  soap  and  can- 
dles for  exportation — so  that  the  Government 
would  collect  the  duty  with  one  hand  and  pay  it 
back  in  drawback  with  the  other. 

Mr.  Webster,  of  Massachusetts,  went  fully 
into  an  exposition  of  the  facts  of  the  case ;  showed 
why  the  Russian  tallow  is  cheaper,  its  use  in  the 
manufacture  of  soap — the  amount  exported,  the 
benefit  of  its  use  to  the  manufacturer,  and  the 
gain  to  the  country.  He  then  went  on  to  show 
that  the  benefits  of  the  duty  to  the  whalemen  and 
oil  dealers  would  be  very  doubtful,  and  would  by 
no  means  compensate  for  the  loss  of  exports, 
which  must  be  its  effect.  He  showed  that  the  pro- 
posed drawback  would  be  of  no  use  to  the  manu- 
facturer, being  paid  to  the  importing  merchant ; 
and  if  it  were,  it  could  not  be  estimated,  because 
the  import  is  in  tallow,  and  the  export  chiefly  in 
soap.  He  remarked  with  severity  on  the  doctrine 
that  a  balance  resulting  from  a  comparison  of  the 
amount  of  imports  and  exports  to  any  particular 
country,  shows  whether  we  gain  or  lose  by  trade 
with  that  country — which  he  denominated  jargon 
dnd  nonsense.  We  export  nothing  to  the  South 
Seas,  and  bring  back  great  amounts  from  there; 
so  the  balance  of  the  trade  is  against  us.  Is  it 
therefore  a  losing  trade? 

Mr.  LivERMORE,  of  New  Hampshire,  spoke  in 
favor  of  retaining  the  duty  :  he  did  not  think  that 
the  manufacture  should  be  protected  at  the  ex- 

fense  of  the  farmer  and  the  fisherman.  If  you 
eep  the  mean  tallow  out  of  the  market,  you  aid 
the  farmer ;  for  hi;*  tallow  goes  to  supply  its  place : 
and  at  the  next  step  you  benefit  the  fisherman, 
because  his  oil  goes  to  supply  the  place  of  the 
farmer's  tallow.  This  may  be  an  injury  to 
the  tallow  chandlers ;  but  then  the  whole  bill  is 
built  on  that  principle,  and  if  one  is  smitten  by 
It,  he  must  strike  his  next  neighbor. 

Mr.  Reed,  of  Massachusetts,  replied  to  Mr. 
Webster,  and  stated  the  claims  of  the  whale- 
men to  the  protection  of  Uris  country.  He  ob'^erv- 
ed  that  the  inhabitants  of  Nantucket  were  almost 
luined  by  the  Revolutionary  war  j  that  in  1783, 


the  British,  sensible  of  the  great  value  of  such 
seamen,  offered  very  liberal  bounties  to  the  inhab- 
itants of  Nantucket  to  go  either  to  Great  Britain 
or  to  settle  in  their  colonies  in  this  country.  That 
the  French  nation,  through  Marquis  de  Lafay- 
ette, made  very  liberal  offers  also ;  that  both  offers 
had  been  rejected,  a  few  instances  only  excepted  ; 
that,  while  England,  France,  and  Holland  had 
paid  heavy  bounties  in  aid  of  their  whale  fish- 
eries, our  whale  fishery  had  been  prosecuted 
successfully,  unaided  by  the  Government — it 
had,  indeed,  paid  heavy  taxes  to  the  Govern- 
ment. He  added  that  he  was  proud  of  the  fact; 
that  it  was  an  example  worth  recording  in  our 
history,  &c.  He  objected  to  the  drawback  on 
candles,  beciuse  of  their  confessedly  bad  quality, 
they  being  so  bad  as  to  render  it  disgraceful  to 
offer  them  at  home.  Mr.  R.  went  into  a  calcula- 
tion to  show  that  large  quantities  of  our  own 
tallow  as  well  as  the  foreign  went  into  the  soap 
exported.  He  showed  how  much  greater  the 
amount  of  the  interests  to  be  protected  in  the  case 
of  the  whalemen  was  than  in  that  of  the  tallow 
chandlers — one  employed  50,000  tons  of  shipping, 
the  other  but  4  or  5,000,  &c. 

Mr.  Webster  replied  to  the  argument  of  Mr. 
Reed,  and  contended  that,  if  the  duty  is  to  do 
any  good,  it  must  be  by  prohibition,  and  in  that 
case  the  Russian  tallow  only  goes  to  England, 
and  aids  the  English  tallow  chandlers  against  our 
own. 

Mr.  LivER.MOKE  maintained  that  the  English 
manufacturer  would  not  gain  so  much  as  was  con- 
tended, because  he  must  still  import  his  pot  and 
pearl  ash.  Soap,  with  the  additional  duty,  may 
be  made  as  cheap  in  the  United  Slates  as  in  Eng- 
land, though  with  less  profit  to  the  manufactu- 
rers, &c. 

Mr.  Mercer,  of  Virginia,  opposed  the  duty,  and 
went  into  an  extensive  calculation  to  show  that, 
as  much  more  tallow  was  exported  in  a  manufac- 
tured form  than  was  imported,  the  prohibition 
would  be  impolitic.  He  dreaded  the  temptation 
to  fraud,  and  deprecated  the  creation  of  a  necessity 
for  the  English  system  of  guards  against  evasions 
of  the  revenue,  &c. 

Mr.  Ton  replied  to  the  various  arguments  urged 
against  the  duty — urged  that  the  one  class  of  me- 
morialists was  entitled  to  as  much  credit  as  the 
other,  though  it  did  not  seem  to  to  be  granted  to 
them.  That  large  quantities  of  the  inferior  tallow 
imported,  were  used  in  the  manufacture  of  can- 
dles. He  rebutted  the  impracticability  of  a  draw- 
back, by  the  fact  that  a  drawback  of  the  duty  on 
imported  molasses  is  allowed  on  the  export  of  rum. 
He  replied  to  the  argument  from  the  probability 
of  fraud,  by  showing  that  before  drawback  could 
be  claimed,  the  amount  of  tallow  imported  by  the 
same  individual  must  be  proved.  He  insisted  on 
the  disproportion  of  the  imported  and  exported 
tallow.  He  retorted  some  reflections  of  Mr.  Web- 
ster, on  the  doctrine  of  the  balance  of  trade;  he 
quoted  the  advice  of  Lord  Bacon — advened  to  the 
policy  of  England,  and  declared  his  determina- 
tion to  adhere  to  "jargon,"'  which  had  raised  that 
empire  to  the  summit  of  wealth  and  power.    The 
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whale  fisheries  were  in  imminent  danger,  and 
without  protection  must  decline  if  not  perish;  we 
give  them  no  bounty,  and  they  now,  for  the  first 
time,  ask  a  small  protection,  dec. 

Mr.  Webster  rejoined — explained  some  of  the 


tren  wide;  the  middle  and  back  grounds  to  contain 
a  representalion  of  the  battle  of  Princeton,  or  such 
other  appropriate  scenery  as  the  President  shall  direct: 
Provided,  The  same  can  be  obtained  for  a  sum  not 
exceeding  three  thousand  dollars  ;  and  that  the  said 


grounds  he  had  before  taken;  and  further  enlarged  j  P"'«  furnish  a  rich  gilt  frame  therefor,  at  least  fif- 
on  the  doctrine   respecting  the  balance  of  trade,    teen  inches  wide. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Little,  the  Committee  od 
Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  repealing  so  much  of  the  act, 
entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to,  and  to  amend 
an  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  regulate  the  collection 
of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,'  passed  March 
2d,  1799,  and  for  other  purposes,"  approved  the 
1st  March,  1823,  as  allows  a  discount  on  cash 
payment  for  duties  on  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise, imported. 

A  bill  from  the  Senate,  "  for  the  relief  of  Noah 
Smith,  of  Maine,"  was  twice  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions. 

A  bill  from  the  Senate,  "  for  the  relief  of  Sam- 
uel White,"  was  twice  read,  and  committed  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

A  bill  from  the  Senate,  '•  for  the  relief  of  Na- 
pier, Rapelye  and  Bennet,  and  Petray  and  Viel," 
was  twice  read,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

A  bill  from  the  Senate,  "  to  provide  for  the 
security  of  public  moneys  in  the  hands  of  mar- 
shals, clerks,  and  attorneys,  and  their  deputies," 
was  twice  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
•he  Judiciary. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  alter  the  time  of  holding 
!  the  District  Court  of  the  United  States  for  the 
I  District  of  Illinois,"  was  read  a  third  time,  passed, 
I  and  sent  to  the  Senate. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  repeal  an  act  approved 


He  protested  against  the  authority  of  Bacon,  in 
the  reign  of  James  I,  (the  era  of  monopolies,  and 
every  thing  contracted  and  ridiculous  in  commer- 
cial matters,)  and  referred  to  the  improvement 
which  had  been  the  result  of  two  centuries.  The 
value  of  trade  was  not  altered  by  its  being  cir- 
cuitous— provided  it  was  profitable  in  the  end,  the 
more  circuitous  and  multifarious  in  its  interme- 
diate stages  the  better  lor  the  interests  of  navi- 
gation. 

Mr.  Reed  spoke  in  reply.  Mr.  Foot  stated 
facts.  Mr.  Tod  corrected  some  misunderstand- 
ing ;  and  the  debate  was  further  protracted  be- 
tween Messrs.  Mercer,  Tod,  Webster,  Reed, 
and  Cambreleng,  till  past  four  o'clock;  when 
the  question  was  taken  on  striking  out  the  duty, 
and  lost — ayes  52,  noes  84. 

Mr.  Webster  moved  to  amend  the  6th  section, 
by  striking  out,  in  the  fourth  and  fifth  lines,  the 
words  "  bt/,  for^  or  on  account  of  tlu  peraon  or  persons 
importivy  tlit  sarat.^'  [The  whole  section  reads  as 
follows  :J 

"  8bc.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  there 
shall  be  allowed  a  drawback  of  seventy-five  per  cen- 
tum of  the  duties  by  this  act  imposed  on  tallow,  which 
may  be  manufactured  into  candles  or  soap,  by,  for,  or 
on  account  of  the  person  or  persons  importing  the 
same,  upon  the  eiportation  thereof  within  nine  months 
after  the  said  importation,  and  in  the  manner  prescrib- 
ed by  the  act,   entitled   '  An   act  to  allow  drawback  of 


duties  on  spirits  distilled  and  sugar  refined  within  the  |  (he  3d   March,  1823,  entitled  'An   act  for  the  re- 


United  States,  and  for  other  purposes,'  so  far  as  the 
same  may  be  applicable,  and  under  such  rules  and 
regulations  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury." 

Before   this  amendment   was  acted   upon,  the 
Committee  rose,  and  the  House  adjourned. 


Saturday,  March  20. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Vance,  of  North  Carolina, 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
an  appropriation  adequate  to  the  extinguishment 
of  reservations  granted  to  certain  Cherokee  In- 
dians, within  the  limits  of  North  Carolina  and 
Tennessee. 

Mr.  Breck,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 


lief  of  John  B.  Hogan,'"  which  was  ordered  to 
a  third  reading  to-day,  having  been  announced, 
Mr.  Owen  of  Alabama,  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on 
the  table  for  further  deliberation,  but  withdrew 
the  motion  to  give  way  to  Mr.  Moore,  of  Ala- 
bama, who  moved  that  it  be  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  W^hole. 

Mr.  Hamilton,  who  had  moved  yesterday  for  its 
third  reading  to-day,  explained  the  circumstances 
of  the  case,  and  read  part  of  the  act  intended  to 
be  repealed,  which,  he  contended,  went  to  excuse 
John  B.  Hogan  from  a  settlement  of  his  accounts 
to  an  indefinite  period. 

Mr.  McCoy  opposed  the  commitment. 

Mr.  Hamilton  rejoined  ;  and  the  motion  to 
commit  it  to  a  Committee  of  the  W^hole  prevailed. 

A  Message  was  received   from  the  President  of 


subject  was  recommitted,  reported  an  amendment  ^^e  United  States,  accompanied  by  a  report  from 
10  the  resolution  formerly  reported  to  the  House,  »he  Secretary  of  State,  enclosing  copies  of  the 
authorizing  the  purchase  of  a  Portrait  of  Wash-    correspondence   instituted   by  the  President  with 

foreign    Governments,  since  28th  February  182J, 
relative  to  the  African  Slave  Trade. 


.g,  ....  pui 
so  as  to  make  it  read  as  follows 


ington. 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  i'nited  States  of  America,  in  Congress 
assembled,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  procure  from  Rem- 
brandt Peale,  of  Philadelphia,  a  painting  (to  be  placed 
in  the  Capitol)  of  \Vasiiini»ton,  on  horseback,  on  a 
canvass  of  not  less  than  eighteen  feet  high,  and  thir- 


THE  TARIFF  BILL. 
The  House  then,  by  a  vote  of  93  to  19,  went  into 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  amend- 
ing the  several  acts  laying  duties  on  imports,  and 
the  question  being  on  the  amendment  yesterday 
offered  by  Mr.  Webster,  to  the  6th  section,  Mr. 
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Tod  withdrew  his  objection  to  it,  and  the  amend- 
ment was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Webster,  the  section  was 
further  amended,  by  striking  out  "  nine,"  in  the 
6th  line,  and  substituting  "  twelve,"  and,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Reed,  by  striking  out  the  words 
"  candles  or,"  in  the  4ih  Ime. 

The  section,  as  finally  amended,  reads  as  fol- 
lows : 

"  Skc.  6.  And  bt  it  further  enacted.  That  there 
ehall  be  allowed  a  drawback  of  aeventy-five  per  cen- 
tum of  the  duties  by  this  act  imposed  on  tallow,  which 
may  be  manufactured  into  soap,  upon  the  exportation 
thereof,  within  twelve  months  after  the  said  importa- 
tion, and  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  act,  entitled 
'An  act  to  allow  drawback  of  duties  on  spirits  dis- 
tilled, and  sugar  refined,  within  the  United  States, 
and  for  other  purpose.-:,'  so  far  as  the  same  may  be  ap- 
plicable, and  under  such  rules  and  regulations  a:<  may 
be  prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury." 

Mr.  Breck  moved  to  amend  the  97ih  line,  by 
excepting  the  article  of  twine  from  among  others 
on  which  five  cents  per  pound  duty  is  laid,  and 
adding  the  words  "and  on  twine  ten  cents  per 
pound." 

Several  memorials  were  read. 

Mr.  Breck,  Mr.  Reed,  and  Mr.  Baylies,  made 
some  remarks  for  and  against  the  motion  ;  and 
the  question  being  taken,  the  amendment  was  not 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  moved  to  add,  after 
the  2o4th  line,  "  On  wines  now  subject  by  law  to 
a  duty  of  15  cents  per  gallon,  a  duty  of  25  cents 
per  gallon." 

Mr.  Trimble  stated  some  facts  in  relation  to 
the  reasons  which  induced  Congress  to  lay  the  15 
cent  duty. 

Mr.  PooT  replied.  Mr.  Gurley  wished  that 
claret  wine  might  be  excepted,  as  it  was  in  his 
country  generally  used,  even  by  the  poor  and  la- 
boring classes. 

Mr.  Tod  supported  the  exception. 

Mr.  Poinsett  wished  for  farther  information, 
dreading  the  moral  effect  of  driving  the  people 
from  wine  to  whiskey. 

Mr.  Clay  opposed  the  amendment,  as  being 
injurious  to  the  revenue,  and  the  navigating  in- 
terest, without  being  beneficial  to  any  branch  of 
American  industry. 

Mr.  Webster  supported  the  same  view,  and 
thought  that  the  duty  on  Madeira  wine  ought  to 
be  reduced  rather  than  augmented. 

Mr.  Hamilton  hoped  that  the  motion  would  be 
withdrawn.     He  believed  that  the  present  duty  on 
wine  required  a  judicious  revision,  out  this  did  not  , 
fairly  pertain  to  the  present  bill. 

Mr.  Tod  replied. 

Mr.  Stewart  advocated  the  duty, as  a  revenue 
duty.  He  compared  the  duties  on  salt,  sugar,  tea, 
&c.,  with  this  on  wines,  and  contended  that  it 
was  out  of  all  proportion.  The  people  of  Loui- 
siana were  well  able  to  pay  the  duty,  dtc. 

Mr.  Hamilton  replied  to  Mr.  Tod.  whom  he 
understood  as  reflecting,  by  implication,  on  his 
motives,  as  being  aimed  at  delay. 


Mr.  Tod  disavowed  all  such  implication,  and 
pressed  a  speedy  decision. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  agreed  with  the  gentleman 
last  up  ;  spoke  to  the  question  of  fraud,  and  asked 
for  facts  from  the  mover. 

Mr.  Foot  replied,  and  stated  several  particulars, 
and  then  withdrew  his  motion,  to  give  time  for 
farther  inquiry. 

Mr.  Mercer  moved  to  amend  the  bill  in  the 
lT7th  line  by  striking  out  four  cents  (duty  on  tal- 
low) and  inserting  one  cent. 

Mr.  Tod  objected  to  the  motion,  as  having  vir- 
tually been  passed  upon  by  the  decision  of  yester- 
day. 

The  Chair  pronounced  the  motion  to  be  in 
order. 

Mr.  Mercer  supported  his  motion  by  quotations 
and  calculations  from  the  documents  furnished 
from  the  Departments,  and  reasoning  from  the 
practice  of  England. 

Mr.  Reed  replied,  and  thought  this  country 
was  in  such  different  circumstances  from  Great 
Britain  that  her  practice  did  not  furnish  an  ex- 
ample. 

Mr.  Wayne  stated  a  number  of  facts  to  show 

the  injury  to  tFTe  farmer  and  grazier  from  the  im- 

!  portation  of  foreign   tallow,  and   hoped   that  one 

of  the    few  opportunities  to    benefit   the   farmer 

which  the  bill  contains  (to  which  bill,  however, 

j  he  was  a  friend)  would  not  be  neglected. 

Mr.  Mercer  spoke  in  answer  to  the  opponents 
of  the  motion,  defended   the   English  precedents, 
I  and  contended  that,  if  the  duty  was  laid,  all  the 
!  Russian  tallow  would  stop  in  England,  and  the 
!  English  would  supersede  us  in  the  South  Ameri- 
I  can  trade.     The  duty,  he  contended,   would  not 
affect  the  farmer,  as  what  was   imported,  would 
I  be  immediately  exported  again.     He  deprecated 
'  the  necessity  of  oaths,  derived  from  the  collection 
of  the  duty,  unless  the  system  of  public  or  private 
warehousing  in  use  in  Britain,  were  adopted,   to 
both  of  which  he  objected.     The  duty  would  pre- 
sent to  the  tallow  chandler  a  temptation  of  §180,- 
000  a  year  to  fraud  ;  and  when   fraud   is  intro- 
':  duced  into  one  branch  of  the  revenue,  it  quickly 
}  spreads  into   all    branches.      Mr.   M.   concluded 
with  some  general  remarks  on  the  system  of  the 
bill. 

Mr.  Wood,  of  New  York,  opposed  the  amend- 
I  ment,  as  the  proposed  tax  would  benefit  a  branch 
[  of  industry  incomparably  more  valuable  than  the 
manufacture  of  soap  and  candles  ;  it  was  the  right 
I  arm  of  the  nation  in  respect  to  her  marine  inier- 
I  est;  while  it  encouraged  ship  building,  it  furnish- 
ed the  best  and  only  permanent  nursery  for  sea- 


men, 


dec. 


Mr.  Tod  contended  that  the  present  motion  was 
virtually  the  same  as  that  decided  yesterday. 

Mr.  Mercer  opposed  this  view,  and  explained. 

The  question  was  then  put,  and  decided  in  the 
negative — ayes  49. 

5lr.  Mercer  then  moved  to  strike  out  four  and 
insert  two  cents. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  decided  in  the  neg- 
ative— ayes  62,  noes  112. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  moved  to  amend  the  bill  io 
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the  40ih  line,  "  on  hemp  two  cents  per  pound,'' 
by  striking  out  two  and  inserting  "  one-and-a- 
half." 

Mr.  C.  objected  to  the  duty  proposed,  as  being 
a  mere  tax,  not  calculated  to  benefit  the  domestic 
product,  and  to  injure  the  manufacturers  of  that 
imported.  He  traced  the  course  of  legislation  on 
the  subject  for  thirty  years,  and  insisted  that  the 
use  of  native  hemp  had  retrograded  rather  than 
advanced.  The  British  duty  was  only  S21 — that 
now  proposed,  more  than  doubled  the  dutv. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Reed,  the  Committee  then 
rose,  and  the  House  adjourned. 


Monday,  March  22. 

Mr.  Buck  presented  a  memorial  of  Captain 
Alden  Partridge,  accompanied  with  the  results  of 
sundry  experiments  on  the  fire  of  infantry  and  ar- 
tillery ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  to  which  is  referred 
the  "  bill  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  to  cause  to  be  issued  to  Captain  Alden 
Partridge  fixed  ammunition,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses." 

Mr.  Whittlesey,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Morris 
Goldsmith  and  Anthony  Roderick,  accompanied 
with  a  bill  for  their  relief;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Whittlesey,  from  the  same  committee, 
also  made  a  report  upon  the  petition  of  Robert 
Blean,  accompanied  with  a  bill  for  his  relief; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting, 
in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Ueprebentatives,  of  the  Sth  of  May,  1S22,  copies 
of  all  the  correspondence  between  the  Secretary 
and  the  banks  in  which  the  public  moneys  were 
deposited,  from  the  1st  of  January,  1817,  to  the 
Sth  of  .May,  1S22,  that  is  considered  as  included, 
either  directly  or  indirectly,  in  the  terms  of  the 
resolution,  which  has  not  been  heretofore  com- 
municated to  the  House.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill  from  the  Senile,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Samuel  White,"  reported  the  same,  with- 
out amendment,  and  it  was  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Mercer  submitted  the  following: 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  RoaJs  and  Ca- 
nals be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
connecting  the  property  of  the  United  States,  at  or 
near  Harper'*  Ferry,  by  the  erection  of  a  bridge  across 
the  Shenandoah,  at  or  near  the  mouth  thereof." 

The  mover  supported  the  resolution  by  a  few 
remarks,  when  the  question  being  taken,  it  was 
adopted — ayes  62,  noes  55. 

ADJOURNMENT,  &c. 
Mr.  Allen  called  up  the  joint  resolution  of- 
fered by  him  some  days  since,  respecting  an  ad- 
journment; but  the  House  refused  to  consider  it — 
a  yes  44,  noes  83. 


Mr.  Randolph  observed,  that  the  vernal  equi- 
nox was  now  passed,  and  he  thought  it  was  time 
that  every  member  who  did  not  intend  to  rely  on 
the  public  crib,  but  to  feed  out  of  his  own  corn- 
house,  should  go  home  and  plant  his^corn;  and 
he  hoped  that  the  honorable  member  from  Massa- 
chusetts would  continue  to  repeat  his  motion 
until  it  should  obtain  a  more  favorable  reception 
by  the  House.  The  protracted  sessions  of  Con- 
gress (which,  however,  he  thanked  God,  could 
take  place  only  every  other  year)  he  considered 
as  fraught  with  incalculable  mischief.  They  ex- 
cluded from  the  public  service  an  important  and 
valuable  class  of  men. 

[Here  the  Speaker  interposed,  and  pronounced 
Mr.  R.'s  remarks  to  be  out  of  order,  inasmuch  as 
the  House  had  refused  to  consider  the  resolution.] 

Mr.  R.  observed  that  he  had  intended  to  con- 
clude his  observations  by  making  a  motion  ;  but 
he  should  stand  corrected. 

Mr.  Taylor  then  made  a  motion  to  alter  the 
hour  of  meeting  to  eleven  o'clock,  A.  M.,  and  sup- 
ported his  motion  by  a  short  speech,  in  which  he 
adverted  to  the  amount  of  business  in  arrear,  and 
the  injurious  conserjuence  of  long  sessions. 

Mr.  Randolph  again  rose,  and  said,  that  he 
should  take  the  liberty  which  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  seemed  so  willing  to  take  himself,  but 
to  refuse  to  others — no  uncommon  case — of  mak- 
ing some  observations  on  an  interdicted  subject. 
He  should,  in  the  selection  of  his  topics,  pursue 
his  own  lights,  however  feeble,  without  availing 
himself  of  the  very  great  discernment,  sagacity, 
experience — (he  wished  he  could  enlarge  the  cata- 
logue)— of  the  gentleman  from  New  York.  I, 
for  one,  said  Mr.  R.,  voted  for  the  repeal  of  that 
preposterous  rule  which,  even  if  this  building  were 
on  fire,  prevented  the  House  from  adjourning  be- 
fore 4  o'clock,  and  I  did  suppose  that,  in  its 
spirit,  it  went  to  repeal  the  other  rule  on  the  same 
subject,  in  reference  to  the  proceedings  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole.  Four  hours  per  diem 
is  as  long  as  I,  at  least,  am  able  to  endure — I  will 
not  say,  the  pestilential  atmosphere  of  this  House, 
but  an  atmosphere,  such  as  nothing  but  the 
wretched  animals  plunged  in  the  Grotto  del  Cane, 
near  Naples,  were  compelled  to  breathe,  to  gratify 
the  laudable  curiosity  of  the  very  benevolent  phi- 
losophers of  modern  Europe.  I  hope  the  gentle- 
man's motion  will  not  be  adopted — and  I  now 
give  notice,  that  I  mean  to  follow  up  his  motion 
with  one  which  relates  to  a  subject  which  requires, 
if  not  the  actual  cautery,  at  least  the  knife — it  is 
a  motion  to  reduce  the  per  diem  allowance  of 
members  of  this  House,  to  what  it  was  when  I 
first  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  here,  and  which  I 
then  thought,  and  still  think,  as  a  per  diem  allow- 
ance, was  fixed  a  great  deal  too  high. 

If  the  present  system  is  suffered  to  continue,  in- 
stead of  having,  in  Congress,  great  leading  pro- 
fessional men,  we  shall  have  what  have  been  well 
denominated  the  merely  mechanical,  the  instru- 
mental members  of  those  professions.  And,  as  to 
the  landed  interest,  how  can  we  expect  it  to  be 
represented,  when  it  is  ruin  to  a  landed  man  to 
attend  here?     I,  for  one,  cannot,  sir,  consent  to 
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sit  here  for  so  many  months,  de  die  in  diem,  for 
six  days  in  the  week,  and  hear  nothing  but  the 
same  strain  forever  repeated.  It  is  enough,  sir,  to 
worry  the  patience  of  Job  himself.  I  shall  there- 
fore move  that,  from  and  after  the  end  of  the 
present  session  of  Congress,  the  per  diem  allow- 
ance of  members  be  six  dollars,  and  the  allowance 
for  travelling  expenses  be  the  same  sum  for  every 
twenty  miles  travelling. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Taylor's 
resolution,  and  carried. 

Mr.  Randolph  moved  the  following  : 

'*  Resolved,  That  from  and  after  the  end  of  the 
present  session  of  Congress,  the  per  diem  allowance 
of  members  shall  be  six  dollars,  and  six  dollars  for 
every  twenty  miles  travelling." 

This  resolution  he  desired  to  lay  on  the  table, 
and  he  gave  notice  that  he  should  call  up  its  con- 
sideration on  Friday  next. 

The  question  being  put  on  laying  the  resolve 
on  the  table,  it  was  carried — ayes  80,  noes  60. 

NAVY  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Mr.  McLane  moved  to  postpone  all  the  previous 
orders  of  the  day  to  take  up  the  bill  making  pro- 
vision for  the  naval  service  of  the  United  States 
for  the  year  1824.  The  motion  was  carried — 
ayes  84,  noes  68. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  (Mr.  Bartlett,  in  the  Chair,)  on  the 
consideration  of  the  above  bill,  and  proceeded  to 
consider  the  same,  item  by  item. 

Some  of  the  items  gave  rise  to  considerable  dis- 
cussion, particularly  that  which  proposes  to  appro- 
priate §225,000  for  "contingent  expenses,  inclu- 
ding ail  extra  allowances.'  In  this  discussion, 
Messrs.  Cobb,  Cocke,  McLane,  Taylor,  For- 
syth, and  others,  engaged. 

Mr.  Cocke  examined  in  detail  the  expenditures 
under  this  head  during  the  past  year,  to  many  of 
which  he  took  exception,  and  particularly  to  the 
charge  for  travelling  expenses,  which  formed  a 
part  of  almost  every  account  settled,  from  which 
he  said,  it  would  appear  that  almost  the  whole 
Navy  of  the  United  States  was  consequently  em- 
ployed in  travelling  from  one  part  of  the  country 
to  another.  To  many  other  items  he  also  objected, 
particularly  to  the  allowance  to  the  Navy  Agent 
at  New  York,  of  more  than  §7,000,  under  this 
head,  whilst  he  was  largely  indebted  to  the  Gov- 
ernment, &c — to  extra  pay,  house  rent,  &c.,  to 
surgeons,  recruiting  officers,  &c. — to  the  payment 
of  ^1,000  to  a  professional  gentleman  for  services 
of  Judge  Advocate  ;  and  lastly,  to  the  expenses 
allowed  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy  for 
going  to  the  Eastward,  some  time  about  the  New 
York  Races,  but  perhaps,  also,  upon  other  business. 
Mr.  C.  concluded  by  moving  to  reduce  the  appro- 
priation for  this  item  to  an  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars,  which  he  afterwards  varied  to  an 
hundred  and  eighty  thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  McLane  replied  to  the  objections  of  Mr. 
Cocke,  by  statements  derived  from  official  papers 
which  he  bad  received  in  reply  to  inquiries  made 
upon  the  subject  at  the  proper  offices  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  although  he  himself 


thought  there  were  items  of  expenditure  under 
this  head  which  were  objectionable,  and  was  in- 
clined to  think  that  this  fund  had  not  been  ad- 
ministered as  it  ought  to  have  been.  But  many 
of  these  items,  he  said,  had  always  been  allowed, 
and  were  indispensable — such  as  the  necessary 
expense  of  travelling  to  attend  courts  martial,  fuel, 
quarters,  dec.  From  the  information  which  he 
had  received,  this  item  of  appropriation  was  subject 
to  the  payment  of  clerk-hire,  office-rent,  stationery, 
transportation  of  munitions  of  war,  freight,  pilot- 
age, wharfage,  storage,  and  all  those  objects  of 
expenditure  not  included  under  any  specific  head 
of  appropriation,  though  forming  collectively  an 
important  item.  If  there  were  any  abuse  in  the 
expenditure,  he  was  inclined  to  think  it  was  in 
allowing  travelling  expenses  to  officers  who  are 
not  ordered  on  special  service,  but  merely  to  join 
their  ships.  If  that  were  forbidden,  it  would  re- 
duce the  amount  perhaps  some  eight  or  ten  thous- 
and dollars.  At  present,  however,  he  thought  it 
better  to  make  the  appropriation  called  for,  and 
leave  the  abuses,  if  any,  to  be  corrected  by  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  Navy  Department.  Mr.  McL. 
here  read  several  papers  connected  with  this  sub- 
ject, one  of  which,  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
stated  the  sum  of  $225,000  to  be  absolutely  neces- 
sary for  the  contingent  expenditure  of  the  present 
year.  Mr.  McL.  also  reviewed  the  history  of  this 
particular  appropriation,  and  showed  that  the 
amount  now  asked  for  was  less  than  the  average 
appropriation  for  the  same  item  for  the  last  five 
years,  &.c. 

The  question  being  taken  on  filling  the  blank 
with  8225,000,  as  asked  by  the  Navy  Department, 
and  moved  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  there  were,  ayes  32,  noes  54 ; 
a  quorum  not  being  present,  an  officer  was  des- 
patched to  summons  absent  members. 

Mr.  Whipple  made  some  remarks  in  support  of 
the  appropriation;  as,  if  it  were  withheld,  serious 
embarrassment  might  en^ue.  The  present  incum- 
bent had  not  had  time  to  reform  abuses,  if  they 
did  exist.  He  hoped  a  thorough  investigation 
would  take  place  as  soon  as  the  proper  time  had 
been  allowed  to  him. 

Mr.  Taylor  stated  what  had  been  formerly  ex- 
pended under  this  head.  He  showed  why  it 
should  be  somewhat  larger  the  present  year,  from 
the  employment  of  the  VVest  India  squadron,  dec. 
He  vindicated  the  conduct  of  the  late  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  but  could  have  wished  that  several 
of  the  items  in  the  account  of  contingent  expenses 
had  been  more  explicit.  On  the  whole,  he  did 
not  see  that  the  sum  could  now  be  reduced. 

Mr.  LivEHMOHE  observed  that,  whatever  the 
sum  appropriated  under  the  head  of  contingencies, 
it  was  always  expended.  It  was  never  too  much, 
but  always  just  enough — and  so  he  supposed  it 
would  be  if  it  were  made  half  a  million.  He  did 
not  impute  this  to  malfea<^aucfr  in  the  Heads  of 
Departments,  dec. 

Mr.  Cocke  replied  to  Mr.  Taylor.  The  ad- 
ditional expenses  occasioned  by  the  West  India 
squadron,  and  those  for  repairs,  were  not  included 
in  this  amount.     The  whole  of  this  sum  went  to 
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the  gentlemen  on  shore.     Those  in  service,  at  sea, 

got  none  of  it.  He  had  found,  on  inquiring  in 
the  offices,  that  certain  accounts  were  allowed 
because  S.  T.  was  written  against  them.  He 
was  opposed  to  all  usage  and  custom  not  fixed 
by  law. 

Mr.  Culpeper  hoped  the  appropriation  would 
be  reduced,  as  he  was  satisfied  some  improper  sums 
had  been  formerly  allowed. 

Mr.  DwiGHT  wished  information  as  to  one  item 
of  expenditure,  which  was  to  be  allowed  to  Henry  | 
Eckford,  of  S2;000  for  an  acre  of  ground  in  a 
barren  country,  ice. 

Mr.  Tucker  stated  reasons  why  the  Committee 
of  Accounts  for  the  Navy  Department  had  not 
reported  generally  on  the  subject  of  these  ex- 
penditures. 

Mr.  Whipple  replied  to  Mr.  Cocke,  and  re- 
ferred to  a  former  year,  when  the  appropriation  in 
the  Indian  Department  had  been  suddenly  re- 
duced, and  sad  consequences  ensued.  To  Mr. 
LivERMORE  he  answered  by  referring  to  the  fact 
that  ^17,000  of  last  year's  appropriation  remained, 
at  this  moment,  unexpended. 

Mr.  LivERMORE  corrected  the  gentleman  last 
up.  The  balance  was  not  17,000,  but  only  §11 
37  cents.  The  appropriation  asked  was  for  extra 
allowances,  and  officers  would  always  present  de- 
mands enough  to  absorb  it. 

Mr.  Storrs  corrected  a  misunderstanding  as  to 
some  of  the  documents  which  had  been  quoted, 
which  he  showed  was  no  basis  from  which  to  cal- 
culate the  present  appropriation. 

Mr.  McLane  replied,  and  explained  the  docu- 
ment referred  to  by  Mr.  Storr8. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  required 
further  explanation  on  the  items  intended  to  be 
covered  by  the  bill — particularly  one  item  of 
§1,500,  for  the  service  of  a  Judge  Advocate  at 
Boston,  who  served  but  for  sixty-two  days. 

Mr.  Ten  Eyck  explained  some  local  circum- 
stances, respecting  the  Navy  Point,  at  Sackett's 
Harbor. 

Mr.  Fuller  replied  to  Mr.  Williams,  and  ex- 
plained some  circumstances  in  relation  to  the  item 
referred  to  by  him. 

Mr.  Cocke  made  some  further  observations,  and 
read  a  letter  from  one  of  the  auditors  of  the  Treas- 
ury in  relation  to  certain  accounts,  copies  of 
which  had  been  requested  by  Mr.  C. 

The  question  biing  then  taken  on  filling  the 
blank  with  $225,000,  it  was  decided  in  the 
negative. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  amendment 
proposed  by  Mr.  Cocke,  to  fill  the  blank  with 
§180,000,  and,  being  put,  it  passed  in  the  af- 
firmative. 

Mr.  McLane  moved  to  amend  the  ISlh  line, 
by  inserting,  after  the  word  "  stations,"  the  fol- 
lowing: "also,  of  naval  constructors,  store-keep- 
'  ers,  lustructers,  master  workmen,  clerks  of  the 
'  yards,  of  the  check,  and  of  commanders  and 
'  porters  attached  to  the  navy  yards  and  shore 
'  stations.'' 

This   amendment  was   agreed   to,   and,   thus 
amonded,  the  clause  will  read,  "  For  pay,  subsibt- 


'  ence,  and  allowances  of  every  description,  to  all 
'  commissioned  and  warrant  officers  employed  at 
'  the  several  navy  yards  and  shore  stations;  also, 
'  of  naval  constructors,  store-keepers,  instructers, 
'  master  workmen,  clerks  of  the  yards,  of  the 
'  check,  and  of  commanders  and  porters  at- 
'  tached  to  the  navy  yards  and  shore  stations, 
'  §231,293  26." 

Mr.  McLane  moved  to  amend  the  21st  line  by 
inserting  the  words  in  italics,  which  was  agreed 
to,  and  the  clause  made  to  read  as  follows :  "  For 
'  contingent  expenses,  including  transportation  of 
'  articles,  travelling  expenses,  statiotury,  commissions j 
'  courts  martial,  coal  /or  smiths,  fuel  for  engines  and 
'  public  offices,  and  all  extra  allowances,  §180,000." 

The  blank  in  the  23d  line,  viz:  "For  repairs 
and  wear  and  tear  of  vessels,"  was  filled  with  the 
sum  of  §350,000. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McLane,  the  30th  and  31st 
lines,  viz  :  "For  erecting  and  completing  houses 
over  ships  in  ordinary,  for  their  preservation  from 
the  weather,"  were  stricken  out,  and  the  follow- 
ing inserted :  "  For  ship-houses,  to  repay  the 
amount  taken  from  the  gradual  increase  fund, 
§78,500." 

The  blank  in  the  88th  line,  viz :  "  For  fuel  for 
the  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians,  and 
privates  of  marine  corps,"  was  filled  with  §6,000. 

The  following  clause  was,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
McLane  inserted  : 

^  For  medicine,  hoepital  stores,  and  instruments  for 
the  officers  and  marines  of  the  marine  corps  stationed 
on  shore,  $2,369  71." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cobb,  the  blank  in  the  4Gth 
line,  viz :  "  For  contingent  expenses,  that  is  to  say, 
fuel  for  commissioned  officers,  transportation,  sta- 
tionery, bed  sacks,  straw,  rations  to  officers,  and 
postage  on  public  letters,"  was  filled  with  §9,000. 

The  remaining  blanks  were  filled  with  the  re- 
spective sums  inserted  in  them  in  the  printed  copy 
of  the  bill,  as  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means. 

The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill 
with  the  above  amendments;  and  the  House  ad- 
journed. 

TuEsoAY,  March  23. 

Mr.  McLean,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Afiairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  House,  of  the  6th  of  January  last,  in- 
structing them  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
repealing  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  making  pro- 
vision for  the  civilization  of  the  Indian  tribes  ad- 
joining the  frontier  settlements,''  passed  on  the  3d 
of  March,  1819,  made  a  report  thereon,  which  was 
read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McLane.  of  Delaware, 
Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  so  much  of 
the  public  accounts  and  expenditures  as  relate  to 
the  Department  of  the  Navy,  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire and  report,  whether  the  sum  of  two  hundred 
and  twenty  thousand  dollars,  appropriated  at  the 
last  session  of  Congress,  for  the  contingent  ex- 
penses of  the  naval  service,  has  been  expended 
according  to  the  existing  acts  of  Congress ;  the 
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description  of  travelling  expenses,  and  the  nature 
of  individual  claims,  in  payments  of  which  any 
part  of  the  said  sum  has  been  applied  ;  the  nature 
of  extra  allowances,  which  have  been  paid  out  of 
the  said  fund ;  and  whether  the  same  are  specified, 
or  authorized  by  any  act  of  Congress;  whether 
any  claim  or  accounts  which  may  have  arisen, 
prior  to  the  year  1S23,  have  been  paid  out  of  the 
said  fund  ;  and,  if  so,  the  nature  and  circumstan- 
ces of  such  claim  and  accounts,  respectively;  and 
that  the  said  committee  be  instructed  further  to 
inquire  and  report,  whether  any,  and  what,  pro- 
visions are  necessary  to  be  adopted,  to  provide 
more  perfectly  for  the  proper  application  of  the 
money  appropriated  for  the  contingent  expenses 
of  the  naval  service,  and  to  secure  the  Government 
from  demands,  unjust  in  their  character,  or  ex- 
travagant in  their  amount. 

NAVY  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  House  concurred  in  the  several  amend- 
ments of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill 
'•  making  provision  for  the  support  of  the  Navy  of 
the  United  States  for  the  year  1S24,"  with  the 
exception  of  the  item  for  coniingeut  expenses, 
S18U,000. 

In  relation  to  this  item,  Mr.  McLaxe,  of  Dela- 
ware, made  a  variety  cf  explanations,  going  to 
show  that  the  amount  had  been  agreed  to  in  the 
committee,  from  a  misapprehension  that  there 
remained,  of  the  lund  last  year  granted,  only 
$11  37;  whereas,  there  was  a  balance  of  $85,300, 
He  stated  that,  on  examination,  he  had  discovered 
that  the  appropriations  of  former  years  had  been 
applied  to  objects  never  contemplated  by  this 
House,  when  granting  them,  although  involving 
no  charge  of  malversation  in  the  Head  of  that 
Department;  and  he  moved  to  strike  out,  in  the 
twenty  first  line,  all  after  the  word  "  expenses," 
and  insert  as  follows,  viz  : 

"  That  is  to  *ay — 

For  commissions,  clerk-hire,  office-rent,  stationery, 
and  fuel  to  Navy  agents; 

Premiums,  and  other  exp«n8es  of  recruiting  ; 

Freight  of  provisions,  stores,  and  materiel  from  one 
station  to  another,  and  from  the  United  Slates  to  dis- 
tant stations  in  other  countries,  where  our  ships  arc 
employed ; 

Allowances  to  officers  at  the  several  navy  yards  and 
stations,  for  house  rent,  fuel,  and  candles  ; 

TraveUing  expenses  for  officers  and  transportation 
for  seamen  ; 

Freight  of  timber,  wharfage,  and  dockage  for  vessels 
where  there  are  no  public  yards  ; 

Expenses,  and  a  per  diem  allowance,  attending 
courts  martial,  courts  of  inquiry,  dec; 

Compensation  to  Judge  Advocates  ; 

Cabin  furniture  for  vessels  in  commission  ; 

Incidental  labor  at  navy  yards,  which  is  not  appli- 
cable  to  any  other  appropriation ; 

Pilotage  of  public  vessels  in  the  United  Sutea  and 
in  foreign  countries; 

Printing  Naval  Register,  blank  pay  rolls,  receipt 
rolls,  stewards'  returns,  seamen's  allotment  tickets,  the 
proceedings  of  courts-martial ; 

Storage  of  provisions  and  stores  in  foreign  parts,  and 
in  the  United  States,  where  public  stores  are  not  pro- 
vided ;  ^ 


Coals  for  blacksmiths  and  tnchor-makert,  and  fuel 
for  steam-engtnea; 

Parcbas«  and  maintenance  of  oxen,  carts,  large  tim  • 
ber  wheels,  and  workmen's  tools) ; 

Chamber  money  to  officers  in  lieu  of  quarters,  other 
than  house  rent ; 

Purchase  of  books,  chart*,  nautical  and  mathemati- 
cal instruments,  chronometers,  machinery,  models, 
drawings,  and  all  ttationery  of  every  description,  used 
throughout  the  naval  service  ; 

Expense  of  pursuing  deserters; 

Exi>enie  of  officers  in  sick  quarters; 

8turage  of  povder ; 

Lighterage  and  scow>hire ; 

Postage  of  letters  on  public  service,  and  for  no  other 
object  or  purpose  whatsoever,  one  hundred  and  eighty 
thousand  dollars." 

This  amendment  was  agreed  to  without  debate 
or  opposition. 

The  question  being  put  on  the  amendment  in  the 
thirtieth  and  thirty-first  lines:  '•  For  ship-houses, 
to  repay  the  amount  taken  from  the  gradual  in- 
crease fund,  878,500." 

Mr.  WiLLiAMd, of  North  Carolina,  moved  tostrike 
out  the  whole  item,  objecting  to  using  any  part  of 
a  fund  which  was  intended  for  the  building  of 
ships,  and  applying  it  to  the  erecting  of  houses. 

Mr.  McLane  explained. 

Mr.  WiLLiA.M3  rejoined,  and  the  question  being 
taken,  was  decided  in  the  affinnativi" — ayes  89, 
noes  45. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading  to-morrow. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tod,  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill 
"for  amending  the  several  acts  laying  duties  on 
imports  ;"  and  the  question  being  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Cambreleng  to  reduce  the  proposed  duty  on 
hemp  from  two  cents  per  pound  to  one  and  a 
half  cents — 

Mr.  Reed,  of  Massachusetts,  addressed  the 
House  as  follows : 

Mr.  Chairman:  I  will  endea\'or,  with  as  much 
simplicity  and  briefness  as  is  in  my  power,  to  state 
my  views  in  relation  to  the  amendment  now  un- 
der consideration.  I  shall  state  such  facts,  and 
offer  to  this  Committee  such  calculations  and  esti- 
mates, as  are  in  my  opinion  calculated  to  illustrate 
the  subject. 

What  is  the  present  duty  on  hemp?  Thirty 
dollars  per  ton.  What  is  the  duty  proposed  by  the 
bill  before  us?  Two  cents  per  pound,  which 
amounts  to  $44  80  per  ton,  nearly  fifty  per  cent, 
in  addition  to  the  present  duty. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman  of 
New  York,  (Mr.  Ca.mbreleng.)  now  under  con- 
sideration, is  to  strike  out  two  and  insert  one  and 
one-half  cent  per  pound.  Should  the  amendment 
prevail,  the  efl!ect  will  be  to  increase  the  present 
duty  from  §30  per  ton  to  S34  80— equal  to  six- 
teen per  cent.  It  is  material  to  consider  and  ex- 
amine the  subject  of  net  and  gross  hundreds — of 
cents  and  hall  cents;  for,  although  it  begins  with 
half  cents,  it  ends  with  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
dollars.     Although  I  consider  the  present  duty  as 
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high  as  the  real  interest  of  the  country  demands, 
1  am  in  favor  of  the  amendment,  as  an  ameliora- 
tion of  the  bill  before  us. 

The  subject  now  under  consideration,  is  one  of 
vast  importance — it  deeply  affects  the  navigating 
interest  of  the  United  States.  The  question  is 
not  whether  hemp  shall  pay  a  duty,  but  how  much 
duty  ?  He  observed  he  was  willing  it  should  be 
liberally  taxed.  It  always  had  been  taxed  from 
the  commencement  of  the  Government;  it  com- 
menced with  ten  dollars.  It  was  rai.^^ed  to  twenty 
dollars.  By  the  tariff  of  ISIG,  it  was  rai»ed  to  the 
present  duty,  thirty  dollars  per  ton. 

What  IS  the  object  of  increa&ing  the  duty  on 
hemp  1  For,  we  are,  informed,  that  the  bill  has  a 
triple  object — revenue,  encouragement  of  manu- 
factures and  agriculture.  It  certaialy  comes  to 
us  in  a  questionable  shape.  Is  it  revenue  ?  If  so, 
in  my  opinion,  it  is  most  manifestly  oppressive  to 
the  navigating  interest  of  the  country. 

He  then  stated  that  the  following  sums  were 
paid  to  the  revenue  in  1822: 

On  hemp S29G,000 

Russia  Duck         ....  86,000 

Ravens  do. 54,000 

Cordage  tarred       -        -        -        .  8,000 

Untarred  do.          ....  10,000 

Twine 15,000 

Tonnage  duty        ....  114,000 

E>iiraatfd  duty  pwiid  on  iron  -        -  100,000 


$683,000 


The  above  items  are  paid  almost  wholly  by 
the  navigating  interest,  and  there  are  others  not 
named. 

The  duties  imposed  on  navigation  on  vessels 
amounts  to  more  than  §700,000  per  year.  The 
bill  before  us  proposes  to  increase  it  about  50  per 
cent.,  which  will  amount  to  more  than  one  mil- 
lion of  dollars,  j  This  tax  is  imposed  upon  a  class 
of  men  who  pay  their  full  share  of  all  other  taxes. 
Suppose  there  are  350,0(»0  people  supported  by 
navigation;  the  lax  amounts  to  S1,000  each.  It 
such  tax  were  imposed  on  the  nation,  it  would 
amount  to  more  than  ten  millions  of  dollars — a 
sum  greater  than  half  the  revenue  of  the  country. 

Upon  whom  will  this  duty  fall  ?  Upon  the 
employer  of  the  vessel,  or  consumer  of  the  cargo  ? 
Upon  neither.  As  a  general  rule,  it  may  be  true 
that  the  consumer  pays  the  duty.  But  the  rule 
has  exceptions ;  and  it  becomes  wise  legislators 
to  examine  the  subject  with  attention. 

In  Massachusetts  or  Pennsylvania,  the  wagoner 
willingly  pays  the  toll  at  the  gate  of  the  turnpike, 
because  he  knows  he  is  benefited.  Suppose  the 
Government  were  to  establish  a  gate  near  the 
market,  and  demand  one  dollar  of  broad  wheel 
and  narrow  wheel  wagon? — would  not  the  own- 
ers of  the  wagons  inquire  why  it  was  demanded  ? 
And  when  they  were  informed  it  was  for  rev- 
enue— that  all  paid — that  it  would  finally  come 
out  of  the  consumer — that  they  could  add  the  dol- 
lar paid  to  the  price  of  the  flour — would  they  not 
pray,  with  one  accord,  to  be  excused  ?  j 


Navigation  is  an  exception.  Those  engaged 
cannot  charge  their  employers  with  the  extraor- 
dinary duties  they  may  pay.  We  have  more  en- 
j  gaged  in  the  coasting  trade  than  we  have  employ- 
ment for.  In  the  foreign  trade,  we  are  competi- 
[  tors  against  the  world.  VVe  have  run  succesbfully; 
but  we  cannot  rua  successfully  and  carry  the  weight 
proposed. 

Here  Mr.  R.  begged  the  Committee  to  dis- 
tinguish between  the  mercantile  and  navigating 
interest.  Thev  were  not  necessarily  cuODected. 
He  had  hearcl  a  number  of  ffentleinen,  ia  the 
course  of  their  arguments,  confound  iheiu. 

The  merchant  might  not  own  vessels,  and  t 
great  portion  of  the  navigation  was  owned  by 
those  who  were  not  merchants,  and  who  were  far 
from  being  wealthy.  The  coasting  vessels,  which 
are  now  a  very  considerable  part  of  our  tonnage, 
are  owned  by  those  who  have  but  a  small  share 
of  property. 

Here  Mr.  R.  read  the  act  of  March,  1815,  which 
provides  for  the  repeal  of  all  discriminating  ton- 
nage duties,  and  all  discriminating  duties,  as  to 
the  importation  of  goods,  dec,  provided  other  na- 
tions would  repeal  their  discriminating  duties  in 
relation  to  us.  He  observed,  that  the  act  above 
mentioned  was  intended  to  benefit  all — that  al- 
most all  nations  had  adopted  it — that  he  had  had 
the  honor  to  vote  for  it — that,  although  he  con- 
sidered it  somewhat  hazardous  to  offer  to  meet  the 
world  as  competitors,  he  was  induced  to  do  it, 
because  he  knew  many  who  had  no  interest  in 
navigation  or  commerce,  were  dissatisfied  on  ac- 
count of  the  advantages  which,  it  was  believed, 
were  conferred  upon  it  by  the  Government.  We 
have  succeeded,  notwithstanding  the  disadvan- 
tages under  which  we  labor,  owing  to  our  supe- 
rior industry,  activity,  and  enterprise;  but  we 
ought  to  remember  the  situation  in  which  we 
have  placed  the  navigation  and  commerce  of  the 
country.  It  cannot  bear  the  extraordinary  impo- 
sitions contemplated  in  the  bill  before  us.  Here 
Mr.  R.  observed,  that,  talk  about  this  subject  as 
we  might,  it  must  result  in  mathematical  calcu- 
lations. He  begged  leave  to  state  what  would  be 
the  effect  of  the  bill  if  adopted,  upon  the  district 
he  had  the  honor  to  represent,  and,  for  his  part,  he 
was  happy  to  hear  gentlemen  speak  of  the  effect 
of  laws  upon  their  own  States  and  districts;  for, 
in  this  way  only,  could  we  obtain  that  minute  in- 
formation which  was  necessary  for  correct  legis- 
lation. He  well  remembered,  that,  during  the 
last  session  of  Congress,  the  ch^iirman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Manufactures,  when  he  introduced  the 
tariff  bill,  observed,  that,  if  it  bore  with  great 
hardship  upon  any  important  interest  in  the  coun- 
try, he  would  amend  it.  It  did  bear  hard  ujwn 
the  navigating  interest,  and  upon  the  part  of  the 
country  he  represented.  He  then  proceeded  to 
state  that  the  district  he  represented  did  not  pos- 
sess more  than  its  average  share  of  wealth  in  the 
country — that  they  did  jwssess  sixty  thousand  tons 
of  shij^ping.  It  is  estimated  that  every  100  tons 
of  shipping  requires  four  tons  of  hemp;  60,000 
tons  would  require  2.400  tons.  The  duty  at  the 
present  rate.  s;30  per  ton,  is  §72,000. 
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Proposed  by  the  new  tariff  to  add  $14  80  per 
ion,  which  will  amount  to  -        -      S35,520 


Add  to  this  the  duty  now  paid 
Amounts  to     -        -        -        - 


72,000 


8107,520 


The  rigging  of  vessels  is  estimated  to  last  /our 
years;  this  would  be  an  annual  tax  of  more  than 
$26,880  for  the  article  of  hemp  alone. 

It  is  estimated  that  four  tons  of  iron  are  used 
for  a  vessel  of  a  hundred  tons.  For  60,000  there 
would  be  required  2,400  tons. 

Present  duty  on  iron,  §15  per  ton,  amounts 
to S36,000 

Proposed  to  add  fifty  per  cent,  by  the 
bill  before  us 1S,000 

S54,000 

If  vessels  last  ten  years,  the  tax  on  iron  would 
amount  to,  annually,  §5,000  ;  j 

The  annual  tax  on  hemp  and  iron  alone  would 
amount  to  §31,880; 

If  the  whole  United  States  were  taxed  at  the 
same  rate,  it  would  amount  to  more  than  7,000,000. 

If  a  tax  to  that  amount  were  about  to  be  im- 
posed equally  on  the  difl'erent  parts  of  the  United 
States,  would  it  not  excite  our  attention?  Should 
we  not  hesitate  ?  Should  we  not  be  blow  to  act  ? 
Here  Mr.  Reed  read  an  extract  from  a  memorial 
of  the  raerciiants,  mechanics,  and  ^hip  owners,  of 
Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  as  follows  : 

"  Your  memoriaiistA  further  represent,  that  the 
duties  resorted  to  by  the  bill,  on  the  various  articles 
usaally  imported  for  the  construction  and  equipment 
of  such  a  ship  as  has  before  been  described,  is  found  by 
a  calculation  on  the  quantity  of  those  articles  actually 
used  in  the  building  and  equipment  of  ships  of  this 
size  [350  tons,]  without  armament,  to  amount  to  four- 
teen hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  jor,  in  other  words,  to 
about  five  dollars  per  ton  on  every  ton  of  shipping 
manufactured  in  the  United  Slates,  of  which,  at  least 
one  half  the  cost  is  mechanical  labor,  and  is  equiva- 
lent to  almost  thirty  days'  labor  for  every  ton  of  ship- 
ping manufactured,  to  say  nothing  of  the  great  amount 
of  labor,  which  is  coni>tantly  required  for  sailing  and 
keeping  the  same  in  repair.  Should  this  great  tax  be 
imposed  on  the  machinery  of  their  trade,  at  the  same 
time  that  the  employment  of  this  machinery  would  be, 
to  a  great  extent,  reduced,  by  the  other  operations  of  the 
proposed  tarifT,  and  even  if  some  relief  be  not  afforded 
on  the  present  rate  of  duty,  the  scale  must  preponder- 
ate in  favor  of  the  employment  of  foreign  ships,  now 
almost  universally  admitted  into  the  ports  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  on  the  same  terms  with  our  own  ;  and,  at 
the  reduced  price  at  which  foreign  ships  could  be  con- 
structed, would  soon  supplant  our  own  ships,  even 
in  the  valuable  carrying  trade  of  the  productions  of 
our  own  country,  which  will,  if  this  bill  should  become 
a  law,  pass  into  the  hands  of  our  powerful  commer- 
cial rivals." 

He  also  read  an  extract  from  a  memorial  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Philadelphia,  as  fol- 
lows : 

"The  influence   of  the  tariff  will   be  pernicious  to 
he  commerce  of  the  country.     Thia  branch  of  indua- 


try  hat  confesaedly  suffered,  more  than  any  other,  by 
the  events  of  recent  years ;  it  has  borne  its  disasters 
patiently ;  they  have  been  inevitable  consequencea  of 
events,  which,  although  caused  by  man,  man  has 
neither  by  action  nor  legislation  been  able  to  prevent, 
and  scarcely  to  mitigate.  It  is  just  now  creeping 
again  into  life  ;  and  what  is  to  be  the  effect  of  this 
new  tariff?  The  effect  is  morally  ctrtain ;  so  much 
so,  as  almost  to  infer  the  intention  in  those  who  pro- 
mote the  cause ;  it  is  to  paralyze  and  deaden,  by  one 
blow,  that  portion  of  the  commercial  capital  of  this 
country  which  is  employed  in  the  purchase,  importa- 
tion, and  distribution,  of  all  that  the  new  tariff  shall 
exclude  from  the  country  ;  the  ships  which  are  built 
and  navigated  for  its  carriage;  the  numerous  artisans 
who  are  employed  in  their  equipment ;  the  seamen 
who  man  them,  and  the  fixed  capital  invested  in 
wharves,  warehouses,  and  other  property,  created  as 
facilities  to  trade." 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  stated  these  facts  as  sim- 
ply and  as  concisely  as  possible,  to  show  that  this 
tariff  will  operate  with  peculiar  hardship  upon 
the  navigating  interests  of  the  country.     It  is  op- 

F)ressive.  Why  are  such  burdens  proposed  to  be 
aid  upon  these  interests?  Cui  buno?  Who  is  to 
be  benefited  by  it  ?  Upon  former  discussions  on 
the  subject  of  cotton  bagging,  we  were  frequently 
informed  that  the  additional  duty  on  hemp  was 
imposed  for  the  benefit  of  the  agricultural  inter- 
ests, and  especially  for  that  of  the  Stale  of  Ken- 
tucky, and  other  Western  Slates;  that  it  was  for 
'•their  encouragement."  Are  gentlemen  aware 
that  the  navigaiing  interests  now  pay  more  than 
25  percent,  upon  the  value  of  hemp  in  Ilus>ia? 
That  they  actually  paid  §296,773  in  the  year 
1822?  That  they  are  compelled  to  bring  this 
article,  bulky  as  it  is,  from  the  Baltic  sea?  If  the 
moderate  freight  of  §30  per  ton  be  allowed,  the 
freight  and  duty  will  amount  to  §60  per  ton,  more 
than  half  the  value  of  it  in  Russia,  and  more  than 
a  third  of  its  value  here.  Is  not  this  encourage- 
ment enough?     Do  gentlemen  desire  more  ? 

The  chairman  of  the  committee  observed,  in  his 
first  speech  upon  the  subject  of  the  tariff,  that, 
where  Europe  had  one  acre  of  land  fit  to  raise 
hemp,  we  had  ten.  Was  it  ever  questioned  that 
we  had  abundance  of  land  for  hemp?  I  have  no 
doubt  on  the  subject.  Indeed,  it  does  not  require 
a  vast  tract  of  land  to  raise  all  the  hemp  we  need. 
I  hold  in  my  hand  a  statement  of  a  gentleman 
from  Mas.sachusetts,  by  which  it  appears  that  he 
raised  more  than  nine  hundred  pounds  u[)on  the 
acre.  Suppose  that  eight  hundred  pounds  grow 
upon  one  acre,  then  fourteen  thousand  four  hun- 
dred and  seventy  acres  would  bear  more  than  one 
hundred  and  fifteen  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
thirty-five  pounds — the  quantity  imported  the  last 
year.  If  a  township,  six  miles  .^-quare,  contain 
twenty-three  thousand  and  forty  acres  of  land,  of 
ttie  first  quality,  a  little  more  than  half  of  such 
township  would  be  sufficient.  I  mention  this 
fact  to  show  that  we  have  abundance  of  land,  in 
all  parts  of  the  country,  for  the  purpose  of  raising 
hemp.  Why,  then,  is  not  hemp,  of  the  first  qual- 
ity, raised  in  considerable  quantities  in  this  coun- 
try?   It  i:>  Dot  for  the  want  of  a  steady  market. 
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We  were  repeatedly  informed,  in  the  course  of 
the  discussion  on  the  subject  of  cotton  bagging, 
tnat  the  reason  why  that  article  could  not  be 
manufactured  in  Kentucky  was,  that  Inverness 
and  Dundee  frequently  overstocked  the  market, 
and  there  was  no  sale  for  the  article.  That  argu- 
ment will  not  avail  in  this  present  case.  There 
always  has  been  a  market.  I  call  upon  those 
gentlemen  to  tell  why  they  have  not  furnished 
the  article. 

If  the  hemp  of  Kentucky  be  fit  for  cotton  bag- 
ging, and  some  other  uses,  it  is  not  fit  for  the  rig- 
ffing  of  vessels.  Here  Mr.  R.  read  a  letter  from 
John  Rodgers,  one  of  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Navy,  showing  that,  in  all  contracts  made  for 
cordage,  they  had  uniformly  introduced  a  stipula- 
tion binding  the  contractors  to  manufacture  the 
cordage  of  the  best  Russian  hemp;  that  the  rea- 
son why  the  Russian  hemp  was  belter  than  the 
American  hemp  was  wholly  owing  to  the  manner 
of  preparing  it.  The  Russian  method  is  called 
"water  rotting;"  that  practised  in  the  United 
Slates  "dew  rolling.'' 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  .^^ame  reasons  which  influ- 
enced the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy  in  their 
contracts  made  for  cordage,  influence  every  dis- 
creet owner  of  a  vessel.  It  is  not,  as  is  generally 
the  case  where  a  bad  article  is  sold,  the  purchaser 
may  .su>iain  some  loss — upon  the  rigging  of  a 
ship,  must  depend  the  ship  itself,  cargo,  and  lives, 
of  those  on  board. 

The  labor  of  preparing  good  hemp,  by  water 
rotting,  is  considerable,  and  the  process  is  some- 
what difficult.  It  must  be  done  with  great  cau- 
tion. It  is  not  in  every  country  where  there  is 
fertility  of  soil  for  raising  this  hemp,  that  there 
are  conveniences  for  rotting  it.  The  process  of 
preparing  hemp  might  produce  great  sickne.ss  in  a 
warm  climate,  and  he  did  believe  it  would  never 
be  raised  and  prepared  fit  for  navigation,  in 
Southern  countries,  on  that  account,  and  on  ac- 
count of  the  great  labor  necessary  to  prepare  it  for 
market.  If  it  should  ultimately  succeed,  contrary 
to  his  expectations,  he  assured  the  committee  that 
none  could  be  more  highly  gratified  than  those 
engaged  in  navigation;  none  were  more  deeply 
interested. 

Hemp  has  been  raised  for  many  years  in  Massa- 
chusetts and  New  York,  but  not  to  any  great  ex- 
tent. The  art  of  preparing  it  in  the  best  manner, 
is  perfectly  well  understock.  Why  has  not  more 
been  raised?  The  reason  must  bt^,  that  farmers 
have  thought  it  more  profitable  to  raise  corn, 
grain,  and  other  things.  But,  if  it  could  be  raised 
in  the  West,  where  they  have  no  market  for  their 
grain,  where  the  land  is  cheap,  and  produces  in 
abundance,  it  would  be  profitable,  and  it  requires 
no  further  encouragement.  But,  if  one  part  of 
the  community  mu>t  be  taxed,  to  support  another, 
I  beg  the  House  again  to  consider  the  situation  of 
the  navigating  interest.  The  last  account  from 
New  Orleans,  February^  17,  observes,  freights 
have  continued  dull  during  the  season,  and  now, 
when  they  were  expected  to  be  brisk,  vessels  are 
less  in  demand.  Liiile  cotton  has  been  shipped 
coastwise,  at  half  a  cent  per  pound,  and  to  Liver- 


pool for  five-eighths  of  a  penny — not  one-fourth  of 
what  was  formerly  paid.  Coasting  vessels,  from 
Alexandria  and  Baltimore,  to  Boston,  a  distance 
of  seven  hundred  to  eight  hundred  miles,  now  carry 
flour  for  25,  20,  and  as  low  as  12^  cents  per  bar- 
rel. They  formerly  received  four  times  as  much. 
Does  the  interest  and  policy  of  this  country  de- 
mand, at  this  time,  that  the  navigating  interest, 
which  but  just  keeps  above  water,  should  be  so 
oppressively  taxed,  for  the  mere  experiment  of 
rotting  hemp?  Why  should  a  most  valuable  in- 
terest be  destroyed,  even  if  there  was  some  proba- 
bility of  aiding  an  interest  much  less  valuable? 

Here  Mr.  R.  read  extracts  from  the  memorial 
of  the  merchants  and  ship  owners  of  the  city  of 
Boston,  tending  to  show  the  danger  and  impolicy      ^ 
of  the  duty  proposed. 

He  said,  it  had  been  often  contended,  that  great 
injustice  has  been  done  to  some  parts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  by  the  tariff  of  1816,  and  particularly 
to  the  West.  That  it  had  been  often  suggested, 
that  that  tariff  was  particularly  favorable  to  the 
interests  of  New  England,  and  unfavorable  to  the 
interests  of  the  Middle  and  Western  States.  That 
the  Western  States  must  have  a  quid  pro  quo; 
and  that  this  was  given  by  the  duty  on  hemp. 
In  the  first  place,  he  said,  he  denied  the  fact,  that 
the  tariff  of  1816  was  particularly  favorable  to 
any  part  of  the  country.  Whether  it  be  so  or  not, 
the  committee  will  do  me  the  justice  to  excuse 
me  from  the  responsibility  of  making  what  is 
called  a  "one-sided  tariff."  I  voted  against  it,  Mr. 
Chairman.  I  will  not  trouble  the  Committee  to 
hear  the  reasons  which  influenced  my  vole.  One 
reason,  however,  as  it  has  so  direct  a  bearing,  (as 
it  is  introduced  into  almost  every  debate  upon 
this  tariff,)  I  will  take  the  liberty  to  state.  I  was 
opposed  to  the  system  of  estimating  every  yard 
square  of  coarse  cotton,  (which  costs  six  cents,) 
at  twenty-five  cents — which  is  called  "the  mini- 
mum." I  am  every  day  convinced,  that  it  has 
had  a  mischievous  eflfect.  It  deceives  the  public. 
Gentlemen  are  every  day  declaring,  that  coarse 
cottons  have  been  brought  into  use  by  the  mini- 
mum estimation  and  duty,  excluding  the  India 
cottons.  This  has  been  called  protection.  "Pro- 
tect other  manufactures,"  say  they,  "and  they 
will  be  equally  successful."  I  admit,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, that  the  coarse  cottons  of  this  country  are 
now  manufactured  cheap,  and  that  they  are  of 
of  the  best  fabric.  But  I  deny  what  is  alleged 
to  be  the  cause.  They  would  have  been  manu- 
factured, although  there  had  been  no  "minimum," 
as  it  is  called,  in  the  tarifl'of  1816.  The  success 
of  these  manufactures  has  been  owing  to  other 
causes.  He  then  showed  what  had  occasioned 
their  success;  that  cotton  was  cheaper  in  this 
country  than  in  any  other;  that  the  machinery 
for  spinning  and  weaving  it,  was  very  perfect, 
and  had  long  been  known,  in  part;  that  labor 
was  performed  by  female  children,  whose  labor 
cost  little,  dec.  Suppose  some  parts  of  the  coun- 
try have  manufactured  more  than  others,  and 
that  the  purchasers  of  the  manufactured  articles 
have  paid  something  to  aid  them,  the  navigating 
interest,  now  proposed   to  be  so  severely  taxed, 
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have  been  purchasers — tbeyare  not  manufacturers. 
Is  it  not  manifestly  unjust,  in  tlie  first  place,  to 
tax  them  to  build  up  manufactories,  in  common 
with  other  parts  of  the  country,  and  then  call  for 
the  quid  pro  qiio?  Call  upon  them  to  pay  an  enor- 
mous duty  on  hemp,  as  an  offset  to  the  West,  on 
account  of  what  they  have  done  to  aid  manufac- 
tures? If  the  West  have  any  claim,  it  is  on  the 
manufacturers  whom  they  have  aided. 

The  effect,  of  the  proposed  duties,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, IS  to  destroy  commerce.  If  commerce  be 
destroyed,  the  hemp-growing  business  will  be  of 
little  consequence. 

There  is  another  view  of  this  subject,  worthy 
of  the  attention  of  this  Committee.  All  now  know 
and  acknowledge  the  value  of  our  Navy.  We 
have  been  this  day  appropriating  money  for  its 
support.  We  are  preparing  to  increase  it.  What 
IS  the  value  of  ships  and  dockyards,  d-c,  without 
those  70,000  bra^e  men 

"  Whose  march  is  o'er  the  mountain  wave, 
Whose  home  is  on  the  deepV 

Cannon  and  munitions  of  war  may  soon  be  pro- 
cured ;  an  army  of  raw  soldiers  may  soon  be  dis- 
ciplined ;  but  to  acquire  the  skill  and  dexterity  of 
good  seamen,  requires  years.  Yes,  Mr.  Chairman, 
I  repeat  it,  it  requires  years. 

Why  did  the  navies  of  Spain  and  Holland  suc- 
ceed formerly?  Because  they  had  seamen.  Why 
has  France  failed  in  latter  years,  as  to  her  navy  ? 
It  has  not  been  owing  to  want  of  bravery,  or  skill 
in  gunnery,  but  to  the  want  of  a  sufficient  number 
of  skilful  seamen.  The  same  causes  will  produce 
the  same  effects. 

A  navy  is  essential  to  our  own  protection.  If 
we  would  afford  any  aid  to  others;  if  we  would 
redeem  the  pledges  and  hopes  excited  by  speeches 
and  resolves,  it  must  be  done  by  a  navy.  A  navy 
is  useless  without  seamen,  and  we  cannot  have 
seamen  without  navigation.  This  dutv,  which 
tends  to  destroy  navigation,  tends  equally  to  the 
destruction  of  our  navy. 

I  do  not  mean  to  intimate,  Mr.  Chairman,  that 
our  vessels  will  be  immediately  abandoned,  or 
burned,  if  this  bill  passes.  Those  at  present  en- 
gaged will  abandon  it  with  reluctance;  a  part 
will  unquestionably  continue.  The  first  effect 
will  be  to  destroy  foreign  commerce,  the  fruits  of 
which  have  been  the  cause  of  building  up  of  our 
manufactories.  The  rich  will  not  be  materially 
injured.  The  first  man  (Mr.  Gray)  who  signed 
the  memorial  from  Boston,  from  which  I  have 
read  extracts,  has  commenced  manufacturer  upon 
an  extensive  scale.  He  can  abandon  commerce 
and  navigation,  and  those  who,  like  huo,  have 
great  wealth,  can  do  so  likewise.  If  they  sustain 
a  considerable  loss,  it  will  not  be  ruinous  to  them  ; 
but  the  public,  the  United  Slates,  will  feel  it 
severely. 

Vessels  engaged  in  the  coasting  trade  are  owned 
principally  by  those  who  are  far  from  being  rich. 
Many  go  in  their  own  vessels.  They  will  rise 
early  and  go  to  bed  late,  if  they  go  to  bed  at  all, 
and  eat  the  bread  of  carefulness.  They  will  pur- 
sue the  business  su  long  as  it  will  afford  them  a 


living.     Their  children  will  seek  a  more  profitable 
employment. 

I  Consider  the  duty  of  two  cents  per  pound  on 
hemp  as  oppressive  to  the  navigating  interest  of 
the  country  ;  that  it  is  calculated  and  will  have 
the  effect  of  gradually  destroying  our  navigation, 
and,  in  its  train,  our  commerce  and  navy.     I  there- 
fore hope  the  proposed  amendment  will  prevail. 
When  Mr.  Reed  had  concluded — 
Mr.  Webster  desired,  before  the  debate  pro- 
ceeded, to  be  allowed  to  state  a  few  calculations, 
which  he  believed  to  be  accurate,  and  which  he 
thought  might  have  a  bearing  on  the  decision  of 
the  present  question.  He  then  read  the  following: 

First  cost  of  one  ton  of  hemo  in  Russia,  on  the  aver- 
age of  pnces  tor  the  last  three  years         -     <iiS'J  05 
Amount  of  charges  in  Russian  ports  $14  49 
Amount  of  pre^ot  duty  -         -     30  00 

Freight  from  Ru««ia  to  the    United 

Sutes 30  00 —  74  49 

Without  adding  insurance  and  commissions. 
Bj  the  proposed  bill,  the  cost  would  stand  thus  : 
First  cost  in  Russia         ....  89  05 

Charges  in  Ruasian  ports         •         •  $14  49 

Freight 30  00 

Proposed  duty         -         -         -         -     44  80 —  89  29 

Amount  of  duties  now  actually  paid  on  a  ship,   bur- 
den 350  tons : 
14  tons  iron,  including  anchors,  at  $15  per 

ton $210  00 

13  tons  cordage,  at  $30  per  ton,  $390,  less 

1-6  for  tar,  $65 325  00 

40  bolu  heavy  duck,  dutieM  $2    .       $80  00 
20  bolls  Ravens  duck,  duties  $1   25     25  00 — 105  00 
3,000  pounds  copper  bolU,  4  cents        -         •     120  00 
Mahogany,  hardware,  ship  chandlery,  paints, 
dry  goods   for    cabin,    dtc,   estimated    at 
$1,000,  and  paying  a  duty  on  average  of 

20  per  cent, 200  00 

44  hbds.  salt,  used  fur  salting  timber,  duties 

$2  20 96  80 


1 1,050  80 


These  compulations,  Mr.  Webster  staled,  were 
furnished  by  one  of  his  constituents,  a  gentleman 
of  the  utmost  probity  and  accuracy,  and  he  was 
sure  they  might  be  relied  on. 

The  debate  was  then  resumed  by  Mr.  Buch- 
ANA.N,  who  advocated  the  duty  proposed  in  the 
bill,  and  opposed  the  amendment,  as  did  also  .Mr. 
Too  and  Mr.  Speaker  Clav.  It  was  supported 
by  Messrs.  Webster,  Mercer,  P.  P.  Bahbour, 
F'ooT  of  Connecticut,  Cambreleng.  and  McKim. 
The  debate  was  continued  in  a  series  of  speeches, 
abounding  with  fact  and  argument,  and  occasion- 
ally enlivened  with  attack  and  retort,  in  which 
humor  was  chastened  by  decorum. 

The  following  are  Mr.  Buchanan's  remarks  in 
reply  to  Mr.  Reed  : 

Mr.  Buchanan  said  that,  in  rising  to  reply  to 
the  gentleman  from  .Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Reed,) 
he  did  not  intend  to  follow  him  through  the  excur- 
sive range  which  he  had  taken.  Judcjing  from 
the  speech  alone,  a  stranger  to  the  question  might 
be  induced  to  believe  that  the  measure  under  dis- 


1889 


HISTORY  OF   CONGRESS. 


1890 


Mabch,  1824. 


The  Tariff  BiU. 


H.  OP  R. 


cussion  was  one,  the  adoption  of  which  would,  in 
ilsconsequenees,  destroy  the  commerce  and  navi- 
gation of  the  country,  and  endanger  the  existence 

/'^'^*^y•     ^^^'  -B-  ^a»J  t^at,  able  and  ingenious 
as  had  been  the  speech  of  the  gentleman,  he  must 
be  permitted  to  say  that  a  large  proportion  of  it 
had  but  a  very  remote  application  to  the  subject. 
What,  said  Mr.  B.,  is  the  real  question  now  un- 
der discussion  ?    By  the  existing  tariff  of  1816,  the 
duty  upon  the  importation  of  foreign  hemp  is  150 
cents  upon  each  1 12  lbs.    The  present  bill  proposes 
to  increase  that  duty,  which  is  now  equal  to  134 
cents  on  the  100  lbs,  and  to  make  it  200  cents  upon 
each  100  lbs.     And  yet  this  comparatively  unim- 
portant measure  has  given  birth  to  all  the  fearful 
predictions  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts. 
Mr.  B.  said,  if  there  is  a  single  clause  in  the 
bill  in  perfect  accordance  with  the  principles  and 
the  policy  by  which  its  friends  profess  to  be  guided. 
It  is  the  one  now  under  discussion.     If  ii  cannot 
be  supported,  we  may  begin  to  despair  of  the  pas- 
sage ol  the  bill  through  this  House. 

Mr.  B.  said  it  would  conduce  to  a  proper  under- 
standing of  the  subject,  and,  in  his  opinion,  at 
once  demolish  the  greater  f^art  of  the  argument  of 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  to  ascertain 
and  fix  with  precision  the  nature  of  the  question 
undtr  discusMon.  For  this  purpose,  it  is  necessa- 
ry that  we  should  discover  the  ad  valorem  duty  to 
which  the  present  specific  duty  would  be  equal. 
In  doing  so,  I  shall  refer  to  the  authentic  official 
documents  prepared  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury under  the  authority  of  Mr.  Sanford's  law, 
and  not  to  a  privateletter,such  as  that  upon  which 
the  gentleman  Jrom  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Web- 
ster) has  founded  his  calculations.  The  writer 
of  thai  letter,  it  is  fair  to  presume,  must  have  felt 
a  deep  inlereftt  in  this  subject,  otherwise  he  would 
not  have  taken  the  trouble  of  supplying  the  gen- 
tleman With  information.  When  we  reflect  that 
self-intere>i  is  the  most  fruitful  source  of  prejudice, 
and  that,  if  the  letter  be  correct,  then  are  the  of- 
ficial Treasury  reports  altogether  deceptive,  I  take 
it  for  granted  that  the  Committee  will  have  but 
little  difficulty  m  deciding  which  is  entitled  to 
the  preference. 

From  these  reports,  it  appears  that  the  average 
cost  of  foreign  hemp  in  the  ports  from  which  it 
was  exported,  must  have  been  in  1821  85  92  per 
cwi.  ;  in  1822,  S5  91  ;  and  in  1823.  85  83.  For 
the  purpose  of  my  argument,  I  will  assume  that 
Its  average  value,  for  the  last  three  years,  on  board 
ol  the  ves.*el  at  the  place  of  exportation,  has  been 
■$118  per  ton.  This  comes  within  a  fraction  of  the 
truth,  as  any  gentleman  may  discover  by  making 
the  calculation.  In  order  to  ascertain  what  ad 
valorem  duly  would  be  equal  to  the  present  spe- 
cific duly  of  $;30  per  ion,  we  must  add  to  this 
SI  18  the  ten  per  cent,  required  to  be  added  by  ex- 
isting laws,  in  estimating  an  ad  valorem  duty. 
This  would  make  the  dutiable  value  of  thearticle 
S129  80  per  ton  ;  and  of  consequence  the  present 
^peclfic  duly  is  equal  to  an  ad  valorem  duly  of 
about  23  per  cent.  The  duty  proposed  by  this  bill 
would,  therefore,  be  efjual  to  an  ad  valorem  duty 
of  about  34  per  cent.,  and  would  be  an  addition 
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of  only  11  per  cent.,  ad  valorem,  to  the  existing 
impost.  These  simple  facts,  taken  from  official 
documents  in  the  hands  of  every  member  of  the 
Committee,  would  of  themselves  be  a  satisfactory 
answer  to  nearly  all  the  arguments  of  the  gentle- 
rnan  trom  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Reed.)  His  con- 
clusions have  resulted  from  mistaken  premises. 

But,  said  Mr.  B.,  I  will  now  exhibit  to  the  view 
of  the  Committee  another  statement,  derived  from 
the  same  official  source,  which  I  venture  to  pre- 
dict will  astonish  every  person  whose  attention 
has  not  been  directed  particularly  to  the  subject. 
In  1819  there  were  25,578  tons  of  foreign  hemp, 
on  which  a  duty  was  paid,  imported  into  this 
country.  In  1820  there  were  46,853;  in  1821, 
59.963 ;  and  in  1822  it  had  increased  to  98,058 
tons.  Thus,  under  the  operation  of  the  existin* 
duty,  in  the  short  space  of  three  years  the  increase 
has  been  nearly  fourfold. 

In  this  manner,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  astonishing 
spectacle  is  presented  to  the  world  of  an  agricuU 
tural  nation,  possessing  millions  of  acres  of  land 
capable  of  producing  the  finest  hemp,  dependent 
for  its  supply  of  that  necessary  article  upon  a  dis- 
tant country.  There  must  be  something  rotten  in 
the  system  of  policy  from  which  such  consequences 
proceed.  The  rapid  increase  of  the  importation 
of  the  foreign  article  demonstrates  that  an  addi- 
tional duty  is  absolutely  necessary  to  check  its 
further  progress,  unless  you  wi>h  to  give  the  grow- 
ers of  the  article  in  Russia  an  exclusive  monopoly 
of  our  market  in  preference  to  our  own  farmers. 
The  additional  duty  proposed  is  moderate ;  it  is 
no  more  than  a  protective  duty  in  favor  of  our 
own  agriculture,  and  will  not,  at  least  for  many- 
years  to  come,  prohibit  the  importation  of  foreign 
hemp. 

If,  said  Mr.  B.,  I  understand  the  great  principle 
of  this  bill,  it  is  that  a  moderate  additional  pro- 
tection shall  be  afforded  to  those  manufactures, 
the  raw  material  of  which  either  is,  or  may  be 
made,  abundant  in  this  country.  Where  this  raw 
material  is  a  product  of  agriculture,  it  has  a  pecu- 
liar claim  to  our  favor ;  because,  by  that  means, 
the  agricultural  interest,  which,  of  all  others,  we 
should  the  most  cherish,  and  which,  in  the  Middle 
and  Western  States,  is  now  very  much  depressed, 
will  be  promoted.  When,  in  addition  to  these 
considerations,  we  reflect  that  hemp  is  an  article 
essential  to  our  naval  defence,  it  has  claims  to  our 
regard  which  are  at  least  equal  to  any  one  in  the 
bill.  And  yet  the  policy  which  we  have  been  pur- 
suing, if  we  continue  to  persist  in  it,  will  render 
us  entirely  dependent  upon  Russia  for  our  supply. 
The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Reed) 
has  contended  that  the  domestic  hemp  is  not 
equal  in  quality  to  the  foreign  ;  and,  in  order  to 
establish  this  position,  he  has  read  the  letter  from 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy,  dated  27th  Jan- 
uary, 1824, 

This  authority  is,  I  think,  exceedingly  unfortu- 
nate for  the  support  of  the  argument.  I  will  read 
one  paragraph  of  it,  which  will  place  the  subject 
in  its  proper  light: 

*'  The  reasons,  say  the  Commissioners,  which  enti- 
tle Russia  hemp  to  a  preference,  are  to  be  found,  solely, 
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it  U  believed,  in  (he  manner  of  preparing  it  for  market. 
In  ita  natural  state,  American  hemp  is,  unquestionably, 
as  good  as  that  of  any  other  country  ;  and  numerous 
experiments  prove  the  fact,  that,  when  prepared  as 
Russia  hemp  is,  it  is  fully  equal  to  the  best  Russia 
hemp,  and,  indeed,  superior  to  that  generally  import- 
ed. The  Russian  method  is  called  "  water  rotting  ;" 
that  practised  in  the  United  States,  "  dew  rotting." 

This  proves  conclusively  that  the  American 
hemp,  when  taken  from  the  ground,  is  equal,  if 
not  superior,  in  quality,  to  that  produced  in  Rus- 
sia. The  difference  is  in  the  manner  of  preparing 
it  for  market.  The  Russian  hemp  is  water  rotted  ; 
the  American  has  heretofore  generally  been  dew 
rotted. 

Is  there  any  obstacle  to  prevent  us  from  water 
rotting  hemp?  Certainly  not;  there  is  water  in 
abundance,  for  that  nurpose,  in  many  parts  of  the 
Union  which  are  well  adapted  to  its  growth.  We 
have  been  informed  by  the  Speaker,  that  the  pro- 
cess of  water  rotting  American  hemp,  has  already 
commenced  in  several  places.  Such  an  additional 
encouragement  to  the  American  farmer  as  this 
bill  will  afford,  should  it  be  enacted  into  a  law, 
will  enable  him,  in  a  short  lime,  to  come  into  fair 
competition  with  the  Russian  hemp  grower,  and 
to  bring  into  the  home  market,  water  rotted  hemp, 
of  home  production,  fully  equal,  if  not  superior  in 
quality,  to  that  for  which  we  are  now  dependent 
on  a  foreign  nation.  Is  there  any  American  who 
would  not  rejoice  at  such  an  event  ? 

Will  this  additional  duty,  said  Mr.  B.,  injure 
the  navigating  interest  of  the  country  ?     1  admit 
that  it  may,  for  a  very  short  time,  enhance  the 
price  of  hemp  a  trifle;  but  it  cannot  produce  any 
of  the  evils  to  that  interest  which  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Reed)  seems  to  dread. 
The  effect  of  this  measure  will  be  to  create  a  com- 
I>etition,  not  only  between  the  foreign  and  domes- 
tic hemp  growers,  but  among  the  domestic  hemp 
growers  themselves — and  the  consequence  will  be 
an  eventual  reduction  in  the  price.     The  experi- 
ence of  this  country,  in  regard  to  other  articles, 
justifies  this  anticipation.     Our  capacity  for  the 
production  of  hemp  is  unbounded.     All  that  is 
necessary,  therefore,  to  make  its  cultivation  suc- 
cessful, is,  to  direct  a  portion  of  the  domestic  in- 
dustry, which  15  now   languishing  for   want  of 
employment,  towards  that  branch  of  agriculture. 
Whilst  I  am  up,  said  Mr.  B.,  I  will  advert  to 
an  observation  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts (Mr.  Webster)  a  few  days  ago  in  re- 
ply to  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  ofDomes- 
tic  Manufactures.     He  stated  that  the  old  notions 
concerning  a  balance  of  trade  were  idle  and  ridicu- 
lous, and  that  they  had  been  exploded  by  all  en- 
lightened political  economists  of  the  present  day. 
This  may  be  true  so  far  as  it  respects  political  theo- 
rists ;  but  no   practical  statesman,  either  in  our 
own  or  any  other  country,  has  ever  acted  upon 
such  principles.     There  can  be  no  case  put  which 
will  be  a  stronger  illustration  to  show  the  pro- 
priety of  attending  to  the  balance  of  trade,  than 
the  ruinous  commerce  which  is  now  prosecuted 
between  the  United  States  and  Russia.     In  that 
trade  there  is  an  annual  balance  against  us  of  more 


than  §2,000,000.  What  are  the  articles  which 
we  receive  from  Russia,  and  which  create  this 
balance?  Iron,  hemp,  and  the  manufactures  of 
hemp;  articles  which  we  are  capable  of  producing 
aad  manufacturing  in  abundance  for  ourselves. 
Will  any  gentleman  contend  that,  if  we  did  sup- 
ply ourselves  with  these  articles,  we  would  not 
keep  among  our  own  citizens  that  balance  which 
we  now  annually  pay  to  Russia,  and  thus,  as  a 
nation,  be  so  much  the  more  rich  and  independ- 
ent? Is  it  necessary  to  use  an  argument  to  prove 
that  this  would  be  a  desirable  event? 

I  know,  said  Mr.  B.,  it  has  been  stated  that  the 
trade  with  Russia  is  circuitous,  and  that  our  do- 
mestic products  are  exported  to  other  countries, 
and  there  exchanged  for  articles  which  the  Rus- 
sians receive  in  payment.  The  trade  to  Cuba, 
and  from  thence  to  Russia,  has  been  given  as  an 
example.  This  observation,  however,  applies  only 
to  a  part  of  our  trade  with  that  country  ;  the 
larger  portion  of  it  is  direct,  and  the  balance  must 
be  paid  in  money.  And  yet  this  is  the  kind  of 
commerce  which  gentlemen  wish  to  continue  and 
extend — a  commerce  which,  while  it  produces  a 
large  balance  against  us,  excludes  from  our  mar- 
kets the  iron  and  the  hemp  of  our  own  citizens, 
and  renders  us  dependent  upon  foreign  countries 
for  these  es>ential  articles  of  national  defence.  If 
Russia  would  receive  our  productions  in  exchange 
for  these  articles,  then  there  might  be  some  pre- 
tence for  desiring  a  continuance  of  this  trade. 
But,  during  the  last  year,  whilst  the  value  of  our 
imports  from  that  country  was  §2,195,870,  our 
domestic  exports  amounted  only  to  the  small  sura 
of  S51,G35. 

If,  said  Mr.  B.,  this  were  t4je  proper  occasion,  it 
would  not  be  difficult  to  prove  that  the  balance  of 
trade  with  the  world  is  now,  and  for  years  has 
been,  against  us.  I  would  not  attempt  to  do  thii 
from  the  books  of  the  custom-house.  I  agree  with 
gentlemen  that  they  alone  do  not  afford  a  correct 
guide  upon  this  subject.  It  is  certain  that  they 
may  exhibit  a  large  apparent  balance  against  us, 
and  yet  the  real  balance  be  in  our  favor.  For  ex- 
ample, suppose  our  exports  amounted  toS40,000j' 
000,  and  our  imports  to  850,000,000,  if  we  had  no 
evidence  upon  the  subject,  except  the  books  of  the 
custom-house,  we  might  fairly  conclude  that  our 
commercial  capital,  industry,  and  enterprise,  were 
worth  imports  to  the  value  of  .$10,000,000,  and 
that  thus  the  account  would  be  balanced  and  the 
country  enriched.  But  is  this  the  case?  Do  we 
not  know,  in  addition  to  the  testimony  which  they 
afford,  that  specie,  that  Government  stock,  that 
bank  slock  of  the  United  States,  and  even  the 
canal  stock  of  the  State  of  New  York,  have  been 
leaving  the  country  to  purchase  goods  and  pay 
the  debts  which  we  owe  to  Great  Britain?  Do 
we  not  know  that  the  rale  of  exchange  U|)on  Lon- 
don has  been  largely  and  continually  against  us 
for  several  years  ?  This  shows,  conclusively,  that, 
notwithstanding  all  the  money  and  the  stocks 
which  we  have  exported,  funds  in  England,  for 
years,  have  been  always  wanted  by  the  merchants 
of  this  country.  Bills  of  exchange  on  England, 
and  on  the  rest  of  Europe,  have  uniformly  com- 
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manded  a  handsome  premium  for  a  considerable 
period  of  time.  I  would  ask  gentlemen  the  reason 
"Why  they  have  been  in  such  demand,  if  it  were 
not  to  pay  the  continual  balance  against  us  in  our 
trade  with  the  world.  Would  it  not,  then,  be  de- 
sirable  to  diminish  our  imports  and  increase  our 
exports?  This  bill,  should  it  pass,  will,  in  my 
opinion,  accomplish  that  desirable  object;  and 
the  additional  duty  upon  hemp,  which  it  proposes, 
will,  in  no  small  degree,  contribute  to  its  attain- 
ment. But,  sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  I  find  I  am  getting 
into  a  discussion  of  the  general  principles  of  this 
bill,  which  I  do  not,  at  present,  intend  ;  and  I  will, 
therefore,  desist, at  this  time,  from  prosecutinc^  the 
subject  farther.  " 

Tlie  question  was  taken  on  the  amendment  and 
decided  in  the  negative— ayes  69,  noes  107.  And 
then  the  Committee  rose,  and  the  House  ad- 
journed. 


Weonesoay,  March  24. 
The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  accompanying  a 
statement  of  ihe  expenditures  at  the  national  ar- 
mories, and  of  the  arms,  &c.,  made  therein,  during 
the  year  1823;  rendered  in  obedience  to  an  act  of 
the  2d  of  April,  1794;  which  letter  and  sUtement 
were  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr,  McLane,  of  Delaware,  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  to  which  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Joseph  C.  Tucker  and  Elisha 
Dwelle,  reported  a  bill  authorizing  tilt  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  adopt  a  new  hydrometer  for 
ascertaining  the  proof  of  liquors;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  LriTLE,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions 
and  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred 
the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Dean  Weymouth,"  reported  the  same 
without  amendment,  and  it  was  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  EowARDa,  from  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Pensions,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill 
from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Noah  Smith,  of  Maine,"  reported  the  same  with 
an  amendment  and  it  was  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Revnolos  laid  the  following  resolution  on 
the  table,  for  consideration  to-morrow,  viz: 

Resolted,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  lay  before  this  House,  as  aoon  as  con- 
venient, any  information  which  he  may  have  in  bis 
possession,  showing  the  reason  why  the  engineers  ap- 
pointed "to  examine  the  most  guitabic  site  for  a  na- 
tional armory  on  the  Western  waters,"  have  not  made 
their  rej)ort. 

Mr.  Allen,  of  Massachusetts,  laid  the  follow- 
iiig  resolution  on  the  ubie  lor  consideration  to- 
morrow, viz : 

Jtesolved,  That  the  rule  numbered  eighty-four,  of 
the  standing  rules  and  orders  of  the  House,  be  re- 
scinded. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hamilton,  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 


the  expediency  of  authorizing  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  exchange  five  arpens  of  land, 
on  the  south  side  of  the  public  lot,  in  the  town  of 
Baton  Rouge,  in  Louisiana,  for  an  equal  number 
of  arpens  on  the  north  side  of  the  same  lot,  which 
have  been  confirmed  to  the  heirs  of  Eulogia  de 
Casas. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Owen,  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  making  provision  by  law  to 
authorize  the  erection  of  a  national  arsenal  on  the 
Alabama  or  Tombigbee  rivers,  at  such  point  as 
may  be  thought  the  most  eligible  for  the  defence 
of  that  section  of  the  United  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cassedy,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  altering  or  amending  the  act  of 
Congress,  passed  March  3d,  1797,  which  provides 
that  writs  of  execution  upon  judgments  obtained 
for  the  use  of  the  United  Stales,  in  any  of  the 
courts  of  the  United  Stales,  in  one  Stale,  may  run 
and  be  executed  in  any  other  Stale  or  Territory 
of  the  United  States,  in  such  manner  that  pur- 
chasers and  others  may  be  furnished  with  some 
convenient  means  of  ascertaining  the  liens  or  en- 
cumbrances created  by  the  judgments  or  execu- 
tions in  such  cases,  upon  the  property  of  the  de- 
fendants. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hamilton,  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  justice  and  expediency  of  reporting  a  bill  for 
the  reliefof  Henry  Ingraham,  survivor  of  Nathan- 
iel Ingrahara  and  sons,  late  navy  agents,  at 
Charleston,  in  South  Carolina,  and  their  sureties, 
on  the  terms  proposed  by  the  said  Henry  Ingra- 
ham, to  the  Treasury  Department. 

The  engrossed  bill  "  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  Stales  for 
the  year  1824,"  was  begun  to  be  read  a  third  time  ; 
before  completing   the   reading,  it  was  observed 

that  an  error  had  occurred   in  the  engrossing 

whereupon,  the  reading  was  suspended. 

THE  TARIFF   BILL. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
(Mr.  Condict  in  the  Chair,)  on  the  bill  "  to  amend 
the  several  acts  laying  duties  on  imports." 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  moved  tu  amend  the 
bill,  by  inserting,  after  the  254lh  line,  the  follow- 
ing clause :  "  on  ail  wines  which  are  now  charged 
with  a  duty  of  fifteen  cents  per  gallon,  twenty-five 
cents  per  gallon." 

Mr.  Poinsett,  of  South  Carolina,  opposed  the 
amendment.  He  did  not  desire  to  see  this  country 
a  wine  growing  country,  as,  in  comparison  with 
corn  growing  countries,  they  were  always  poor 
and  miserable. 

Mr.  Brent,  of  Louisiana,  oj.posed  it,  as  not  cal- 
culated to  aid  domestic  industry. 

Mr.  Gurley  quoted  statistical  details,  to  show 
that  a  reduction  of  the  duly  on  low  priced  wines 
had  increased  the  revenue.  Raising  the  duty  was, 
therefore,  not  calculated  to  benefit  the  revenue. 
He  replied  to  Mr.  Tod's  remark,  as  to  the  ability 
of  Louisiana  to  pay  the  duty,  the  protection  of 
sugar,  the  profit  of  negro  labor,  dec. 
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Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  replied,  that  he  only 
had  wished,  on  this  item,  to  restore  the  tariflf  of 
1816.     The  reduction  of  the  duty  had  destroyed  a 

Eromising  infant  manufactory  in  his  district,  and 
e  wished  to  raise  the  duty  for  the  general  purpose 
of  cherishing  the  produce  of  wine  in  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Trimble,  of  Kentucky,  made  a  calculation 
to  show  thai  low  duties  on  these  wines  would  in- 
crease the  revenue,  and  augment  a  trade  which 
was  profitable  to  this  country. 

Mr.  Stewart,  of  Pennsylvania,  combatted  the 
view  and  argument  of  Mr.  Trimble,  and  con- 
tended that  as  much  wine  would  be  used  at  twenty- 
five  as  at  fifteen  cents  duty. 

Mr.  Tod,  of  Pennsylvania,  replied,  and  signified 
that  he  had  no  wish  for  the  adoption  of  the  amend- 
ment ;  and  the  question  being  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Foot,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative, 
without  a  division. 

Mr.  Too  moved  to  strike  out  from  line  99,  to 
104,  inclusive,  viz : 

•'  On  Russia  duck,  per  piece  of  fifty-two  »rcheen«, 
two  dollars  each  piece ; 

"  On  Raven's  duck,  per  piece  of  fifty-tvco  archeens, 
one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  each  piece ; 

"  On  Holland  duck,  per  piece  of  fifty-two  archeens, 
two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  each  piece." 

Mr.  T.  stated,  that  the  manufacture  of  duck  was 
now  established;  much  of  the  fiax  had  to  be  im- 
ported from  Ireland,  and  there  was  some  reason  to 
apprehend  that  the  duty,  as  proposed,  would  inter- 
fere with  the  provisions  of  the  British  treaty.  He 
therefore  desired  to  leave  this  manufacture  under 
another  provision  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Webster,  of  Massachusetts,  asked  for  ex- 
planation. 

Mr.  Tod  replied,  that  the  ad  valorem  duty  laid 
on  duck  in  the  other  part  of  the  bill,  was  25  per 
cent.;  that  proposed  in  this,  amounted  to  about  20 
per  cent.;  so  that  striking  out  would  raise  the  duty 
5  per  cent. 

Mr.  McKiM,  of  Maryland,  wished  for  farther 
consideration. 

Mr.  Clay  supported  Mr.  Tod'p  motion.  The 
article  now  made  was  of  an  excellent  quality. 
The  American  Navy  had  adopted  the  u.^e  of  it. 
It  was  a  manufacture  for  which  this  country  was 
well  adapted ;  and  it  diminished  a  trade  the  most 
disadvantageous  of  any  in  which  we  are  engaged. 

Mr.  Crowninshield  went  into  an  exTen'ded 
statement  of  facts,  in  relation  to  the  manufacture 
of  sail  duck,  and  the  several  kinds  of  that  article 
imported  from  abroad.  Of  these,  he  stated  the 
Dutch  to  be  the  best,  the  Russian  next,  then  the 
French,  and,  lastly  the  English.  The  inferiority 
of  this  last  kind,  he  attributed  to  the  English  prac- 
tice of  dew-rotting  the  flax  of  which  the  duck  is 
made.  In  Holland,  it  is  water-rotted;  and,  in 
Russia,  undergoes  another  process,  somewhat  dif- 
ferent from  l)oth.  He  gave  a  detailed  account  of 
the  factory  at  Salem,  in  its  first  abortive  attempt 
at  using  the  American  flax,  and  its  late  successful 
manufacture  of  sail  cloth  from  flax  imported  from 
Ireland.  The  article  he  acknowledged  to  be  of 
the  very  first  quality,  but  furnished  at  a  price 


which  the  Navy  alone  would  pay.  The  factory 
was  kept  in  being  by  Navy  contracts  alone— not 
a  bolt  of  its  duck  had  ever  been  used  in  a  mer- 
chant ship,  notwithstanding  it  was  situated  in  the 
most  commercial  district  in  all  the  Union.  Mr. 
C.  went  into  a  course  of  general  argument  against 
the  bill.  He  censured  the  grasping  ambition  of 
this  young  country,  which  nothing  could  satisfy. 
We  were  seeking  to  monopolize  every  branch  of 
profit  to  ourselves  ;  we  must  have  every  enterprise 
of  commerce,  all  the  profit  of  manufactures,  and 
the  whole  system  of  agriculture,  to  ourselves.  We 
said  to  the  North,  give  up,  and  to  the  South,  keep 
not  back.  And  stretched  our  desires  over  the 
whole  earth.  He  stated  the  commercial  character 
and  situation  cf  his  constituents;  his  district  con- 
tained probably  twice  the  amount  of  commercial 
capital  to  that  of  any  other  district  represented  on 
this  floor;  it  had  honorably  paid  every  custom- 
house bond,  with  one  solitary  exception  ;  and  even 
that  could  yet  be  recovered.  It  had  never  been  a 
manufacturingdistrict,  and  never  would  be.  The 
habits  of  commercial  men  were  not  to  be  changed 
by  the  talismanic  touch  of  an  act  of  legislation. 
It  was  vain  to  expect  to  draw  about  the  capital  of 
a  trading  people  at  your  will,  by  silken  cords;  it 
must  be  done  slowly,  gradually,  surely,  and  by 
natural  cause*.  He  showed  tiiat  the  proposed  duty 
would  be  injurious  to  the  navigation  ot  the  coun- 
try, and  eulogized  the  ingenuity,  art,  and  science, 
displayed  in  the  construction  of  a  ship.  In  reply 
to  the  argument  that  the  consumer  pays  the  duty, 
Mr.  C.  asked,  who  is  the  consumer  ? '  Who  eats 
hemp?  Who  eats  iron?  Who  wears  sail  duck  ? 
And  replied,  it  was  our  ships  ;  all  that  part  of  the 
I  proposed  tariff"  went  to  oppress  the  interests  of 
navigation. 

Mr.  Kremer  then  ro«:e,  and  insisted  that  this 
than  the  individual  citizens  themselves.  This 
duty  was  no  hi^^her  than  that  recommended  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  He  thought  the 
arguments  of  the  honorable  member  from  Mas- 
sachusetts were  very  extraordinary.  That  gen- 
tleman asks  if  we  can  change  the  habits  of  mer- 
chants by  cords  of  silk,  and  whether  we  were 
the  Israelites  of  old  ?  I  say  yes,  we  are ;  and  I 
will  prove  it  to  the  gentleman  from  the  Good 
Book.  It  has  been  said  to  us,  as  it  was  to  Israel 
of  old,  if  ye  will  hearken  to  the  voice  of  the  Lord 
your  God,  you  shall,  yes.  you  shall,  be  the  head, 
and  not  the  tail,  of  all  the  nations  of  the  earth. 
You  shall  lend  to  many,  and  borrow  of  none. 
You  shall,  like  the  good  people  of  the  gentleman's 
diMrict  of  Salem,  pay  all  your  custom-house  bonds, 
with  the  exception  of  one — to  be  sure,  all  the  dis- 
tricts of  the  Union  could  not  compare  with  the 
gentleman's  district.  They  were  not  so  rich  as 
the  merchants  of  Saltin.  But,  if  those  gentle- 
men had  had  all  the  fat  of  the  soup,  it  was  time 
they  spared  some  to  the  rest  of  the  country.  He 
was  in  favor  of  doing  equal  justice  to  all.  If  the 
growers  of  hemp,  to  the  West,  were  properly  pro- 
tected, perhaps  they  might,  in  time,  be  able  to  say 
to  the  gentleman,  "  We  pay  our  debts,  too."  He 
hoped  the  amendment  would  prevail. 
Mr.  Clay  spoke  in  reply  to  the  gentleman  from 
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Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Crowninshield.)  so  far  as  he 
had  not  been  answered  bv  the  speech  of  the  hon- 
orable  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania.  The  gen- 
tleman had  said  that  the  Naw  distributed  its  con- 
tracts at  high  prices  with  a  view  to  become  popu- 
lar with  the  nation.  He  wished  that  Government 
would  pursue,  throughout,  the  policy  of  encour- 
aging our  own  ingenuity,  industry,  and  enterprise. 
There  could  be  no  more  certain  or  more  honorable 
path  to  popularity.  But  he  thought  the  o-entle- 
man's  argument  went  to  confute  himself!  He 
said  that,  but  for  the  patronage  of  the  Navy  the 
factory  at  Salem  must  die.  What  did  this  show  ? 
That^  nothing  was  wanting  to  the  manufacturer 
but  Governmental  protection— the  very  thin<^  for 
which  the  friends  of  the  bill  contended.  \U  C 
insisted  that  theeflVcts  of  the  American  efl'o'rt*^  had 
peatly  lowered  the  price  of  this  article.  It  had 
been  furnished  to  the  Navy  since  the  peace  at 
twenty-two  dollars,  but  could  now  be  supplied  at 
seventeen  dollars,  while  the  best  Russian  was  at 
Jrom  sixteen  to  twenty  dollars.  The  report  of  the 
becretarv  of  the  Treasury  recommended  an  nd 
valorem  duty  ot  twenty-five  per  cent,  the  very  rate 
•<it  which  this  amendment  would  place  it.      ' 

Mr.  Floyd  said  that  he  had  heard,  in  the  course 
ot  this  dt  hate,   a  very  fre<juent  reference  to  the 
lormer  tarifl  bills,  and  it  was  often  said  that  duties 
in  this  bill  were  not  higher  than  in  those— but  it 
must  be  remembered  that  the  former  tariff"  bills 
had  been  protessedly  for  revenue—this  was  pro- 
fessedly for  a  different  object,  and,  therefore,  there 
was  no  proper  parallel  to  be  drawn.     He  insisted 
that  the  bill  would  not  benefit  the  farmers,  (of, 
which  number  he  had  the  honor  to  be  one.)     As  ' 
to  its  aiding  agriculture  by  requiring  more  flax,  I 
the  object  was  too  small   to  be  worth  considera-  ! 
tion.     It  was  confessed  that,  unless  the  factories  I 
could  get  fat  contracts  from  the  Government  they  ' 
could  not  go  on.     No  doubt  with  such  contract's  j 
they  might  thrive  and  grow  rich.     It  was  argued 
that  we  must  cut  off"  foreign  trade,  and  promote  i 
home  products.     But,  he  asked,  who  will  buy  ?  I 
Was  it  contended  the  manufacturers  would  them- ! 
selves  supply  the  farmer  with  a  market?     If  all  i 
the  five  hundred  thousand  manufacturers  of  the  I 
United  States  were  put  into  one  of  the  Western 
districts,  a  circle  of  sixty  miles  diameter  would 
furnish  all  they  could  consume.     Could  any  body 
believe  that  we  could  take  hands  away  from  the 
agriculture  of  the  country,  to  compete  with  the 
manufacturers  of  Eurone  ?     Something  had  been 
said  about  domestic  tallow.     Did  ever  a  farmer 
kill  his  beef  for  the  sake  of  the  tallow? 

Mr.  Cuthbert  wished  to  ask  one  question  of 
the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Manufactures.  If  the  article  of  duck  requires 
protection  at  this  time,  and  the  duty  laid  on  for- 
eign duck  is  just  enough  to  balance  the  duty  on 
the  foreign  flax  used  in  the  domestic  article,  how 
IS  It  protected  ?  If  the  one  balances  the  other 
-what  IS  gained  ?  Mr.  C.  made  some  general  re- 
marks on  the  policy  of  the  bill.  So  s^oon  as' we 
attempted  to  protect  one  trade,  we  interfered  with 
another.  Link  touched  link— and  there  was  no 
■end  to  our  difficulties. 


Mr.  Tod  spoke  in  reply  and  explanation. 

Mr.  Clthbert  was  not  satisfied,  and  required 
still  further  explanation. 

Mr.  Ca8sedy  repeated  some  statements  he  had 
before  made.  The  domestic  duck  was  not  made 
wholly,  but  only  in  part,  of  imported  flax.  So 
there  was  not  a  balance  between  the  duties. 

Mr.  Ccthbert  rejoined,  and  complained  that 
one  duty  was  made  a  plea  for  another.  We  first 
lay  a  duty  on  flax— .and,  then,  having  done  this, 
It  IS  urged  as  a  reason,  why  we  must  lay  another 
duty  on  duck. 

xVlr.  Crowninshield  replied  to  Mr.  Clay,  in  re- 
lation to  the  quantity  of  cloth  in  a  bolt  of  Ameri- 
can duck.  The  domestic  article  was  twenty-four 
inches  wide  ;  the  foreign  was  over  thirty,  aiid  the 


price.  It  was 


length  of  the  piece,  the  same.  The  ,,....,  .,  ^„ 
true,  had  been  reduced  ;  but  this  was  done  by  de- 
teriorating the  goods.  Single  instead  of  double 
warp  was  used,  and  tow  filling  instead  of  flaxen  • 
and  yet,  after  this  adulteration,  the  article  was 
still  dearer  than  the  imported. 

The  question  was  then  put,  on  the  amendment 
\A      '  °^'  *"^  carried— ayes  93,  noes  77. 
Mr.  Clay  moved  to  increase  the  existing  duty 
on  the  article  of  molasses.     He  believed  there  was 
no  fairer  object  of  taxation  in  the  proposed  tariff". 
His  great  wish  was  to  promote  American  ao-ricul- 
ture;  and  with  this  view,  to  encourage  th'e  pro- 
duction of  the  raw  material  of  any  subject  of 
manufacture   to   which    our   own    country   was 
adapted,  rather  than  the  importation  of  the  rival 
foreign  article.     Molasses  was  to  be  considered— 
first,  as  an  article  of  subsistence.     As  such    the 
existing  duty  bore  no  proportion  to  that  on  brown 
sugar.     It  was  capable  of  being  applied,  and  was 
in  fact  applied,  to  almost  all  the  purposes  of  brown 
sugar.     This  latter  article  was  subject  to  a  duty 
of  three  cents  per  pound.    A  gallon  of  molasses, 
containmg  not  less  than  eight  pounds,  paid  a  duty 
only  of  five  cents;  that  is,  a  little  more  than  half 
a  cent  a  pound.     Secondly,  as  a  substance  capable 
of  conversion  into  spirituous  liquors.     The  least 
duty  imposed  on  them  was  thirty-eight  cents  per 
gallon.     If   the    policy  of   the   country  be  well 
founded,  in   imposing  this  high  duty  on  spirits 
manufactured  abroad,  it  equally  dictates  that  a 
high  duty  should  be  imposed  on  an  article  pro- 
duced abroad,  susceptible  of  easy  conversion  into 
spirits,  and  which  comes  into  competition  with 
articles  raised  at  home,  capable  of  similar  conver- 
sion.    Thirdly,  as  a  raw  material  of  manufac- 
ture.    On  this  point,  it  appeared  to  Mr.  C,  that 
we  ouorht  to  discourage,  even  for  the  purpose  of 
manufacture,  any  raw  material,  raised  abroad,  of 
which  articles,  capable  of  a  similar  fabrication, 
can  be  certainly  produced  in  abundance  at  home. 
No  one  will  doubt  that  the  grain  of  our  country 
prodiices  a  spirit  equal,  at  least,  to  that  which  is 
,  distilled  from  molasses;  nor  our  ability  to  produce 
1  It  in  the  greatest  abundance.     He  did  not  mean 
;  to  take  up  the  moral  considerations  of  the  ques- 
,  non.     He  intended   to  ask  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  to  the  matter  practically.     A  certain 
amount  of  spirituous  liquors  will  'be  consumed 
whatever  we  may  think  or  wish  upon  it  as  moral- 
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ists  or  philaothropists.  Assuming  that  practical 
principle,  we  are  to  consider  whether  it  is  not 
better  for  our  country  to  derive  the  whole  profit, 
both  as  to  the  production  of  the  raw  material  and 
the  distillation  of  it,  rather  than  divide  it  with 
foreigners.  Every  gallon  of  spirits,  distilled  from 
foreign  molasses,  and  consumed  within  the  coun- 
try, takes  the  place  of  a  gallon  of  spirits  distilled 
from  domestic  produce.  The  foreigner  enjoys  the 
benefit  of  the  value  of  the  raw  material,  and  we 
that  of  its  manufacture  only.  This  latter  advan- 
tage we  should  still  possess,  if  we  substituted  a 
native  raw  material  to  that  which  is  furnished  us 
from  abroad  ;  and,  consequently,  the  mere  interest 
of  manufacturing  would  not  suffer  by  the  exclu- 
sion of  the  foreign  material.  There  would,  at 
most,  be  only  a  change  in  the  theatre  of  distilla- 
tion. 

The  increase  in   the  import  of  molasses  was 
very  great,  so  great  as  to  threaten  the  supplanting 
of  the  native  materials  of  distillation.    From  1790 
to  1800,  inclusive  of  both  years,  the  total  quantity 
of  molasses  imported  was  53,323,607  gallons  ;  that 
is,  an   average  of  4,837,600  gallons  for  each  of 
these  eleven  years.     From  1801  to  1811,  inclusive 
of  both   those  years,  the  total  quantity  imported 
was  78,224,651  gallons  ;  that  is,  upon  an  average, 
7,111,320  for  each  of  the  latter  term  of  eleven 
years.     The  population  of  the  United  States  in- 
creases in  a  ratio  of  about  four  per  cent,  per  an- 
num.    And  the  increased  importation  of  molasses, 
during  the  latter  term  of  eleven   years,   beyond 
that  of  the  previous  term  of  eleven  years,  was 
about  what  it  ought  to  have  been,  supposing  the 
increase  of  consumption  to  be  according  to  the 
progressive  augmentation  of  our  population.     Ap- 
plying the  same  principle,  the  quantity  of  molas- 
ses imported  in  1822  ought  to  have  been  9,375,040, 
instead  of  which  the  actual  quantity  was  11,990,- 
569  gallons  for  that  vear,  and  for  the  last  year  it 
rose  to  13,019,328  gallons !     The  principle  which 
Mr.  C.  thought  ought  to  govern  our  manufactur- 
ing policy  was  to  encourage— 1st,  the  manufacture 
of  our  own  raw  materials;  2ndly,  the  manufac- 
ture of  foreign  raw  materials  which  do  not  come 
into  competition  with   any  that  are  native;  and 
3rdly,  but  least  of  all,  those  which  compete  with 
our  own  produce.     Of  all  parts  of  our  country,  the 
grain  growing  now  suffers  the  most.     Whatever, 
therefore,  would  tend  to  reanimate  that,  without 
material  detriment  to  others,  ought   to   meet  with 
a  favorable  consideration.     According  to  an  esti- 
mate of  a  former  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in 
1810,  of  the  6,834,878  gallons  of  molasses,  then 
imported,  five   millions  were  supposed  to   be  dis- 
tilled, and  the  residue,  1,834,878,  were  consumed 
for  other  domestic  purposes.     Applying  that  rule— 
of  the  12,019,328,   imported  last  year,  2,786,413 
gallons  were  consumed  in  domestic  purposes  other 
than  that  of  distillation,  and  10,232,915  gallons  in 
distillation.     Supposing  (which  is  a  low  estimate) 
a  gallon   of  molasses  to  produce  only  a  gallon  of 
spirits,   there  was  distilled   10,242,915  gallons  of 
spirits.      To   produce  this  quantity  from    grain, 
would  require  about  five  millions  of  bushels.  And 
the  total  export  of  the  breadstuffs  of  the  last  year 


did  not  equal  five  millions  of  bushels  of  grain. 
Thus,  by  excluding  the  foreign  raw  material  of 
molasses  as  an  object  of  distillation,  we  should 
create  an  additional  market  at  home,  for  a  quan- 
tity of  grain  equal  to  about  the  whole  export,  in 
the  form  of  breadstuffs,  of  that  article  last  year. 
Suppose  it  were  attempted  to  import  grain  from 
abroad,  for  the  purpose  of  distillation,  would  not 
every  one  cry  out  against  it  ?  And  where  is  the 
difference  between  sued  an  operation  as  that  would 
be,  and  the  importation  o{  molasses  convertible 
into  a  worse  spirit  than  that  which  is  distilled 
from  grain  ? 

Fourthly,  and  lastly,  molasses  ought  to  be  con- 
sidered as  a  source  of  revenue.  The  effect  of  the 
additional  duty,  which  he  meant  to  propose,  would 
be  merely  to  lessen  the  importation,  and  thereby 
give  greater  scope  for  the  consumption  of  our 
native  pioduce.  To  what  amount  it  would  les.sen 
it  could  only  be  matter  of  conjecture.  If  one  half, 
and  the  duty  which  the  committee  might  fix 
should  be  twelve-and-a-halfcents  per  gallon,  there 
would  be  an  augmentation  of  revenue  m  the  ratio 
of  twenty-five  per  cent,  upon  the  present  amount. 
Taxed  at  that  rate,  the  duty  would  still  be  greatly 
below  the  standard  which  is  furnished  by  that  on 
brown  sugar,  or  on  that  of  spirits. 

So  far  as  it  may  be  considered  as  an  article  of 
mere  subsistence,  Mr.  Clay  felt  no  disposition  to 
increase  the  duty,  low  as  it  would  be,  if  his  pro- 
position were  adopted,  in  comparison  to  brown 
sugar.  If  there  could  be  a  discrimination  made 
between  that  portion  of  the  material  which  was 
distilled  and  that  which  was  consumed  in  other 
domestic  uses,  he  would,  with  pleasure,  adopt  the 
discrimination.  He  knew  of  none  that  was  prac- 
ticable. He  finally  proposed  to  insert  in  the  bill 
a  duty  of  two-and-a-half  cents  per  gallon  on  mo- 
lasses, but  subsequently  reduced  the  proposed 
amount  of  duty  to  ten  cents. 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  remarked,  that  the 
opponents  of  the  bill  had  early  been  told  that  the 
policy  of  this  country  must  be  changed.  He  now 
perceived  that  the  honorable  Speaker  was  sincere 
in  that  declaration.  All  he  should  observe  was 
that  the  gentleman,  and  those  who  acted  with 
him,  were  before  a  country  which  was  competent 
to  judge  and  to  pronounce  upon  the  course  they 
were  taking. 

Mr.  ToMLi.NsoN,  of  Connecticut,  rose  in  reply 
to  the  Speaker,  and  observed,  that  it  would  have 
been  satisfactory  to  him  to  have  been  apprized 
that  such  a  motion  was  about  to  be  made;  but 
though  he  had  not  enjoyed  that  advantage,  and 
was  therefore  obliged  to  reply  with  less  time  for 
consideration  than  he  could  have  wished,  he  still 
tell  It  his  duty  to  state'his  views,  in  answer  to 
those  which  liad  been  expressed  by  the  honorable 
Speaker.  That  gentleman  had  admitted,  that  the 
article  now  about  to  be  taxed,  is  an  article  of  sub- 
sistence. It  is  so;  and  one  used  to  a  great  extent 
by  the  poorer  classes  of  the  community.  The  pro- 
posuioo  IS,  to  tax  the  labor  of  the  country;  to 
draw  revenue  from  the  mouth  ol  the  poor  and 
hard  working  man.  The  gentleman  had  actually 
gone  so  far  as  to  calculate  how  much  of  every 
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meal  was  to  go  to  the  payment  of  this  contribu- 1 
tion.  He  had  stated  it  at  a  fraction  of  a  cent. 
But  even  a  fraction  of  a  cent  on  every  meal,  when 
the  meals,  as  they  must  be,  were  often  repeated, 
amounted  to  a  considerable  sum  in  the  course  of 
the  year.  We  must  look  at  the  actual  state  of 
facts.  The  Speaker  had  made  a  calculation,  in 
which,  as  it  consisted  in  figures  orally  stated,  and 
not  submitted  to  the  eye,  Mr.  T.  said  he  had  not 
been  able  to  detect  any  fallacy  ;  but  he  was  satis- 
fied there  must  be  a  very  great  error  in  some  part 
of  it.  He  also  had  made  a  calculation,  and  its 
result  was  very  widely  different.  To  arrive  at 
the  quantity  of  molasses  actually  distilled  into 
spirits,  he  had  resorted  to  the  report  of  the  mar- 
shals appointed  in  1820,  to  take  an  account  of  the 
manufactures  of  the  United  Slates.  [Here  Mr. 
T.  quoted  a  statement,  in  figures,  the  result  of 
which  was,  that  not  more  than  one-fourth  of  the 
quantity  stated  by  the  Speaker,  was  distilled.] 
He  had  endeavored  to  arrive  at  the  same  fact,  by 
examining  the  returns  of  internal  duties  in  1814; 
which  examination  confirmed  this  conclusion. 
Mr.  T.  here  read  the  following  statements,  going 
to  prove  that  a  lar^e  part  of  the  amount  of  spirits 
to  which  the  Speaker  alluded,  was  produced,  not 
from  molasses,  but  from  his  own  rye  and  corn,  viz ; 

By  the  returns  of  the  marshals,  made  in  1820,  it 
appears  that  the  quantity  of  molasses  distilled  in  the 
United  States,  in  that  year,  was     -     galls.   2,492,700 

Add,  as  the  estimated  increase  from  1820 
10  1822 199,416 


And  the  quantity  distilled  in  the  latter  year 

will  be      - 2,602,1  IC 

The   quantity  of  molaases  imported  in    the  years 
1801,  was  6,83.3,261 

1802  -     5,877,672 

1803  -     5,747,256 

Gallons. 


18,458,189  Average  for  the  3  years  6,152,729 


1809 
1810 
1811 


1821 
1822 
1823 


8.055,629 
8.6.'}4,418 
8,I41,':64 


24,831,311  Average  for  those  years  8,277,103 


-  9,086,982 

-  11,990,569 

-  13,019,328 


34,096,879  Average  - 


11,365,926 


If  it  be  supposed,  said  be,  that  the  augmentation  of 
the  population  has  been  in  the  ratio  of  36  per  cent,  in 
10  years,  and  the  average  of  molasses  imported  in  1801, 
'2-'3,  be  taken  as  the  basis  of  the  calculation,  the  re- 
sult will  be,  that  the  average  consumption  of  the  years 
1821,  '22,  and  '2;),  will  require      -     galls.   11,393,672 

In  1810,  according  to  Seybert's  Statisti- 
cal AnnalK,  page  256,  the  quantity  of  mo- 
lassos  imported  was 8,634,418 

Exported  in  that  year  -         -         -         .  18,837 


The  quantity  of  molasses  distilled  in  that 


8,615,581 


year,  is  stated  by  Seybert,  page  463,  to  have 

^*«° 2,827,625 


Making  the  quantity  confumed  for  do- 
mestic purposes  in  1810  -         -         .        -     6,787,956 

Increase  of  consumption,  for  domestic 
purposes,  in  10  ^ears,  at  36  per  cent.         -     2,083,644 


.  ,  7.871,620 

Increase, from  1820  to  1822,  at7percent.        551,013 

Making  the  quantity  thus  consumed  in 
1822        -         .         .  .         .         .     8,422,033 

i  ne  average  of  molasses  imported  in  the 
years  1821,   1822,  and   1823,  is         -         -11,365,926 

Consumed,  for  domestic  purposes,  in  the 
year  1822 8,422,633 


Thus  it  appears  that  the  quantity  dis- 
tilled in  1822,  was  only  -         -         .         -     2  943  293 

It  is  stated  in  Seybert,  page  463,  that,  in  1810,' the 
marshals  returned  the  quantity  of  spirits  distilled  in 
the  United  States—  Gallons.       Gallons 

From  fruit  and  grain  -         -  22,977,167 

Exported     ....        133,853 

.  22,843,314 

t  rom  molasses    -         .         .     2,827,625 
Exported     -         .         .         .       474,990 

Domestic  spirits  consumed  in 


1810 


2,352,635     2,352,635 


Making  the  quantity  of  domestic  distilled 
spirits  consumed  in  the  United  States  in 
1810 25,195,949 

The  average  of  imported  spirits  con- 
bumed  in  that  year 6,834,878 


Total  amount  of  spirits  consumed  in  that 

y«af         - 32,030,827 

Add  for  increase  of  consumption,  at  43 
per  cent,  for  12  years,  makes    -         -         -  13,510,331 


Making  the  quantity  of  spirits  consumed 
in  1822   - 45,541,158 

Deducting  from  this  amount  the  quan- 
tity  imported  in  1822         ....    5,088,984 


leaves  for  the  consumption  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  that  year,  of  domestic  dis- 
tilled spirits     40,452,169 

The  amount  distilled  from  molasses  has 
been  shown  to  be     .         -         .         -         -    2,943,293 


Thus,  the  quantity  distilled  in  the  Uni- 
ted States,  from  domestic  materials,  in 
grain  and  fruit,  is  shown  to  be         .         .  37,508,876 


Mr.  T.  then  went  into  a  statement  to  show  the 
quantity  of  sugar  imported,  at  different  periods, 
from  which  it  appeared  that  the  quantity  of  sugar 
brought  into  the  country  had  decreased;  and  he 
argued  thence,  that  the  domestic  use  of  molasses 
in  families  had  increased.  He  admitted,  indeed, 
that  the  sugar  of  Louisiana  had,  to  some  extent, 
taken  the  place  of  foreign;  but  not  sufficiently  to 
effect  this  result.  But,  said  Mr.  T.,  even  granting 
the  gentleman's  premises,  allow  that  ten  millions  of 
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gallons  of  spirits  have  been  made  from  molasses  in 
one  year,  still  I  should  not  assent  to  the  duty  now 
proposed.    How  is   this  molasses  procured?    By 
exchanging  for  it  the  productions  of  aTriculture 
and  such  productions  as  could  not,  by  any  process! 
be  turned  into  whiskey,  (for  now  the  rage  seemed 
to  be,  to  make  every  thing  into  whiskey.)     Fish 
lumber,  butter,  chee.se,  could  not,  certainly,  be  so' 
converted;    and    these    were   the   articles' which 
went  to  bring  the  molasses  from  the  West  Indies. 
If  you  prevented  its  introduction,  you  prevented 
to  the  same  extent,  their  exportation  ;  and  so  far 
deprived  the  people  of  one  section  of  the  Union  of 
a  market  for  their  industry.     By  the  present  tariff, 
a  duty  of  five  cents  a  gallon  is  laid  on  this  article!  I 
The  result  of  which  is,  an  income  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  §500,000  ;  and  the  consumers  of  it  are 
confined   to  a  comparatively  small  district.     To 
these  persons,  the  proposed  amendment  will  be  a 
direct  tax  on  one  of  the  necessaries  of  life— on  an 
article  of  the  subsistence  of  the  poor.     He  then 
went  into  a  statement  to  show  that  the  ori'^inal 
cost  of  a  gallon  of  molasses,  in  the  West  In'dies 
was  only  ten  cents.     So  that  the  duty  of  twelve 
and  a  half  cents  will  be  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  per  cent,  on  the  first  cost  of  the  article. 

He  proceeded    (o  argue,  that  this  increase  of 
duty,  instead  of  augmen'ing,  would  diminish  the 
revenue  of  the  country,  and  would,  in  effect  ex- 
clude the  article  altogether.     He  could  not  believe 
that    the   manufacturer  of  whiskey  needed    this 
duty  as  an  encouragement.     By  a  price-current 
of  i\ew  Orleans,  it  appeared  that  Kentucky  whis- 
key was  worth  from  33  to  34  cents ;  a  bushel  of 
rye  makes  2^  gallons,  equal  to  66  cents.     If  this 
was  not   sufficient  encouragement,   he  must   be 
greatly  deceived.     But  to  this  must  yet  further  be 
added,  the  profit  of  the  animals  fattened  on  the 
grain  after  the  process  of  distillation  was  over 
Lnder  all  these  views  of  the  subject,  (very  hastily 
presented,)  he  could  not  but  hope  that  the  proposed 
amendment  would  be  rejected  by  the  Housef 

Mr.  Fuller  accounted  for  the  different  results  to 
which  the  honorable  Speaker  and  the  gentleman 
from  Connecticut  had  come,  from  the  fact  that 
large  quantities  of  the  imported  molasses  we're  re- 
fined and  converted  into  loaf  sugar,  for  exporta- 
tion ;  and  that  a  part  of  the  rum  distilled  from 
molasses  is  also  exported.  Both  these  amounts 
must  be  deducted  from  the  apparent  amount  con- 
sumed. 

Mr.  Clay  rejoined.  Admitting  that  part  of 
the  molasses  is  converted  into  sugar,  (though  this 
was  the  first  time  in  his  life  he  had  heard  of  such 
a  thing;  he  always  supposed  that  molasses  was  a 
residuum  which  could  not  be  grained.)  Still  he 
asked,  if  there  was  any  just  proportion  betw'een 
the  duty  on  sugar  and  that  on  molasses  ?  If  the 
molasses  was  to  be  considered  as  su-ar.  the  case 
was  still  worse  than  if  it  was  to  be  considered  as 
spirits.  Touch  It  but  with  the  wand  of  the  man- 
ufacturer, and  straight  it  would  brin?.  as  su^ar  a 
protecting  duty  of  three  cents  a  pound;  but  'as 
molasses,  it  paid  only  five  cents  a  gallon.  He  re- 
pelled the  Idea,  that  this  was  a  duty  for  the  West 
rte  knew  not  that  it  would  benefit  that  section  of 
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country  more  than  other?.    !Vor  did  he  care  where 
the  benefit  fell ;  it  would  fall  somewhere.  Wherever 
gram  was  grown  throughout  the  Union,  its  efTects 
would  operate— nor  are  grain  growers  alone— the 
fruit  raising  districts,  (including  that  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Connecticut,)  would  all  be  aided  by 
it.     Peach  brandy  and  apple  brandy  would  both 
be  benefited  by  excluding  West  India  molasses 
and  diminishing  the  rum  made  from  it.     He  aimed 
not  at  the  eaters,  but  at  the  drinkers,  of  New  En«T- 
land  ;  and  if  the  gentleman  could  devise  a  pla"n 
by  which  they  could  be  separated,  so  that  the  duty 
would  bear  upon  the  latter  only,  he  would  imme- 
diately vote  with  him  in  its  favor.     As  to  its  tax-, 
ing  the  food  of  the  poor,  he  asked,  whether  it  was 
eoual  to  the  duty  on  brown  sugar,  or  bohea,  both 
ol  which  were  food  of  the  poor  ?  i 

Mr  C.  here  quoted  a  statement  from  a  work  by 
I  Mr.  Picton,  (on  whom  he  passed  a  merited  en- 
I  comium,  and  who  is  a  citizen  of  the  same  State 
with  Mr.  T.)  to  corroborate  the  position  he  had 
taken  in  respect  to  the  proportion  of  molasses  dis- 
tilled, to  that  used  for  food  :  and  closed,  by  re- 
ducing  his  motion  to  a  duty  of  ten  cents  per  n-al- 
ion.  *      ® 

[During  this  reply,  Mr.  Clay  was  several  times 
interrupted  by  Mr.  Sibley,  of  Massachusetts, 
who  appeared  disposed  to  controvert  the  Sneak- 
er s  statements ;  but  Mr.  C.  declined  vieldin<T  the 
floor  to  him.]  '  ° 

When  Mr.  C.  concluded,  the  question  was  taken 
on  the  motion  to  insert  in  the  bill,  a  duty  of  ten 
c^ts  per  gallon  on  molasu-s.  and  decided  in  the 
affirmatiye- yeas  100  votes  to  8S. 

Mr.  Webster  then  moved  an  amendment  of 
some  length  to  the  bill,  the  object  of  which  is  to 
allow  a  drawback  to  the  printers  and  stainers  of 
imported  silks  and  nankins,  on  the  re-exportation 
of  those  articles,  accompanied  with  guards  a^^ainst 
frauds.  ® 

Mr.  W.  stated,  in  explanation  of  his  motion 
that  there  existed,  near  \ew  York,  an  extensive 
establishment  for  the  printing  of  silks,  cottonv  and 
nankins.     By   the  present  law,  the  exporters  of 
those  articles  were  not  entitled  to  drawback   be- 
cause the  imported  article  had  undergone  a  ffreat 
change.     The  conductors  of  the  institution  were 
under  the  impression  that  a  considerable  export 
trade  could  be  carried  on  if  they  had  this  benefit. 
He  believed  that  it  might  be  so  guarded  as  to  pre- 
vent any  great  danger  of  frauds  upon  the  revenue 
and  he  had  drawn  the  amendment  with  that  view' 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  W.  was  ordered  to  be 
printed  ;  and  then  the  Committee  rose 

The  third  reading  of  the  Nary  Appropriation 
bill  was  then  gone  through  with  ;  the  bill  wa. 
passed  and  sent  to  the  Senate,  and  the  House  ad- 
journed. 


Thursday,  March  2b. 
Mr.  \euto.\,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce to  whom  the  subject  had  been  referred,  re- 
ported a  bill  concerning  wrecks  on  the  coast  of 
Florida;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
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The  resolution  offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  Rey- 
nolds was  taken  up  and  agreed  to. 

The  House  took  up  the  motion  of  Mr.  Allen, 
of  Massachusetts,  made  yesterday,  to  rescind  that 
rule  which  forbids,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  a 
motion  to  rise  prior  to  the  hour  of  four,  while  a 
question  is  pending. 

After  some  discussion  of  the  subject,  in  which 
Messrs.  Allen,  Livermore,  and  Floyd,  support- 
ed the  rescinding,  and  Messrs.  Trimble,  Mercer, 
and  Taylor,  opposed  it — 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  taken  on  agree- 
ing to  the  resolution  moved  bv  Mr.  Allen,  and 
areas  follows:  For  rescinding  the  rule  93;  against 
rescinding  it  78. 

So  the  resolution  was  carried,  and  the  rule  of 
the  House  was  rescinded  which  forbids  adjourn- 
ment before  the  hour  of  four  o'clock,  when  any 
subject  is  before  the  House,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  which  has  been  already  one  day  debated. 

A  bill  from  the  Senate  -  releasing  to  John  Mc- 
Allister, or  the  legal  representatives  of  John 
Forbes,  a  certain  tract  of  land,"  was  twice  read, 
and  committed  to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 
Claims. 

A  bill  from  the  Senate  "for  the  relief  of  the 
heirs  of  Don  Harpin  de  la  Gautrais,"  was  also 
twice  read,  and  committed. 

A  bill  from  the  Senate  "  for  the  relief  of  Cap- 
tain Thomas  Staniford,"  was  twice  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

Two  Messages  were  received  from  the  Presi- 
de.nt  of  the  United  States,  as  follows : 

To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States.- 
Having  stated  to  Congrew,  on  the  7lh  of  December 
laat,  that  Daniel  D.  Tompkina,  late  Governor  of  >'ew 
\ork,  was  entitled  to  a  larger  gum  than  that  reported 
in  hif  favor,  bj  the  accounting  otficerH  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  ihat,  in  execution  of  the  law  of  the  laat 
aes&ion,  I  had  the  subject  still  under  consideration,  I 
now  communicate  to  you  the  result. 

On  full  consideration  of  the  law,  by  which  this  duty 
was  enjoined  on  me,  and  of  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee, on  the  basis  of  which  the  law  was  founded,  I  have 
thought  that  I  was  authorized  to  adopt  the  principles 
laid  down  in  that  report,  in  deciding  on  the  sura 
which  should  be  allowed  to  him  for  his  services. 
With  this  view,  and  on  a  comparison  of  his  services 
with  those  which  were  rendered  by  other  disbursing 
officers,  taking  into  consideration,  also,  his  aid  in  ob- 
taining loans,  I  had  decided  to  allow  him  five  per 
cent,  for  all  turns  borrowed  and  disbursed  by  him,  and 
of  which  decision  I  informed  him.  Mr.  Tompkins  has 
lince  stated  to  me  that  this  allowance  will  not  indem- 
nify him  for  his  advances,  loans,  expenditures,  and 
losses,  in  rendering  those  services,  nor  place  him  on 
the  footing  of  those  who  loaned  money  to  the  Govern- 
ment  at  that  interesting  period.  He  has  also  express- 
ed a  desire  that  I  would  submit  the  subject  to  the  first 
decision  of  Congress,  which  I  now  do.  In  adopting 
this  measure,  I  think  proper  to  add  that  I  concur  fully 
in  the  sentiments  expressed  by  the  Committee,  in 
favor  of  the  very  patriotic  and  valuable  services  which 
were  rendered  by  Mr.  Tompkins  in  the  late  war. 

J.\MES  MONROE. 
.MiRCB  25,  1824. 


The  Message  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 

To  the  Home  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  : 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  of  the  25th  February,  requesting  in- 
formation whether  the  tiUe  of  the  United  Brethren  for 
propagating  the  Gospel  among  the  Heathen,  to  cer- 
tain sections  of  land  in  Ohio,  has  been  purchased  for 
the  United  States;  and,  if  so,  to  causo  a  copy  of  the 
contract,  and  of  the  papers  relating  thereto,  to  be  laid 
before  the  House,  I  transmit,  herewith,  all  the  docu- 
ments required. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
Washixotoit,  March  25,  1824. 

The  Message,  &c.,  was  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, and  Afessrs.  Wright,  Campbell,  of  Ohio 
Bcckner,  Cook,  Hayden,  Markley,  and  Ster- 
ling, were  appointed  said  committee. 

FRExNCH  SPOLIATIONS. 

Mr.  Forsyth,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Aflairs,  to  which  had  been  referred,  at  the  prese'nt 
session,  sundry  memorials  upon  the  subject  of 
spoliations  committed  on  the  commerce  and  navi- 
gation of  the  United  States,  by  French  cruisers 
between  the  years  1793  and  1800,  made  a  detailed 
report  thereon,  which  was  laid  on  the  table.  The 
report  is  as  follows: 

On  the  petitions  of  Hadrianus  Van  Noorden,  Wil- 
liara  and  Nathaniel  Hooper,  Daniel  Hensbaw.  several 
merchants  and  underwriters  at  Salem,  several  mer- 
chants of  Gloucester,  several  merchants  and  under- 
writers of  Alexandria,  District  of  Columbia,  several 
mercbanu  of  Washington,  North  Carolina,  Henry 
Clark  and  others,  of  Kennebunk.  and  several  others, 
merchanu,  in  Maine,  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  Relations,  they  report — 

That  no  evidence  accompanies  either  of  the  peti- 
tions ;  all  of  which,  except  the  first,  are  literally  the 
same,  having  been  apparently  prepared  by  concert 
among  the  claimants,  to  be  presented  to  Congress. 
To  discriminate  between  them  is  not  practicable,  if  it 
were  desirable.  The  committee  are  compelled  to 
present,  in  general  terms,  the  nature  of  these  claims, 
as  set  forth  by  the  parties  interested,  and  to  examine', 
as  briefly  as  possible,  the  grounds  upon  which  relief  is 
asked  from  the  Government  of  the  United  States'.  The 
claims  are  founded  upon  spoliations  committed  by  the 
private  and  public  armed  vessels  of  France,  between 
the  years  1793  and  1800. 

The  petitioners  allege  that  the  French  Government, 
to  the  date  of  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  of  1800,  al- 
ways considered  the  recognition  of  their  claims  as  due 
to  its  honor,  and  attached  them  as  a  charge  upon  itfl 
national  character. 

That  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  which 
has  volunteered  its  agency  for  the  recovery  of  them 
from  France,  exercised  its  power  and  authority  to  pre- 
vent the  petitioners  from  obtaining  indemnity — that 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  received  from 
France  a  full  and  fair  equivalent  for  the  claims,  in  the 
discharge  from  its  liabilities  under  the  treaties  with 
France,  and  the  abrogation  of  those  treaties. 

Similar  applications,  if  not  by  the  same  persons, 
have  been  frequently  made  to  Congress,  and  reports 
upon  tliem  are  to  I»e  found  in  the  records  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  and  of  the  Senate.  Tsone  of  these 
applications  have  been  successful.     Without  attempt- 
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ing  even  to  enumerate  the  failures  to  obtain  a  sanc- 
tion to  their  statement  and  to  their  claims,  the  Com- 
mittee refer  the   House  to  a   detailed   report  of  the 
various  acts  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
and  of  France,  from  1793  to  1800,  made  by  a  select 
committee,  on  the  22d  of  April,  1802,  to  which  appli- 
cations  like  the  present  were  referred.     Governed  by 
that  report,  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations  are 
not  satisfied   that   the  French   Government  ever  ad- 
mitted the  justice  of  the  claims  of  the  petitioners,  or 
ever  intended  to  pay  them  ;  that  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  used  every  effort,  even  to  war  itself, 
to  rescue  the  property  of  American  merchants  from 
the  lawless  violence  of  France ;  that  its  effort*  to  pro- 
cure payment  for   the  spoliations  committed  by  the 
French  cruisers,  were  not  discontinued  until  it  was 
obvious  that  there  was  no  hope  of  success.     That  this 
Government  nevtr  received  from  France  any  equiva- 
lent for  the  claims  of  Americans  upon  France.     The 
war  of  aggression  was  commenced  by  France,  and 
every  act  of  the  United  States  was  a  just  retaliation 
for  previous  injury.     The  treaties  with  France  were 
annulled  by  an  act  of  Congress  in    1798,   in    conse- 
quence of  the  utter  disregard  of  the  stipulations  of 
them  by  that  Power. 

In  short,  to  justify  their  claims  upon  the  United 
States,  the  petitioners  assume,  that  France  was  right, 
and  their  own  Government  wrong.  That  France  was 
prepared  to  make  a  just  reparation  for  the  outrages 
committed  under  her  own  laws,  until  released  from 
her  obligations  by  the  United  States,  who  were  faith- 
less to  their  trust,  in  the  first  instance,  and  have  been 
regardless  oi  the  obligations  of  justice  ever  since,  as- 
sumptions not  consistent  with  truth,  nor  creditable  to 
the  patriotism  of  those  who  make  them.  The  com- 
mittee recommend  to  the  House  to  adopt  the  following 
resolution : 

Resolved,  That  petitions  of  the  several  persons  who 
ask  indemnity  for  spoliations  committed  by  French 
cruisers  on  their  property,  between  the  years  1793  and 
1800,  b«  rejected. 


THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

The  House  then  again  went  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  "  to  amend  the  several  acts 
laying  duties  on  imports,"  Mr.  Co.ndict  in  the 
Chair. 

The  question  being  on  the  amendment  of  yes- 
terday, offered  by  Mr.  Webster,  which  amend- 
ment is  in  the  following  words: 

"Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
drawback  allowed  by  law  on  plain  silk  and  nankeen 
cloths,  imported  in  American  vessels  from  beyond  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  shall  be  allowed,  although  the 
said  cloths,  before  the  exportation  thereof,  shall  have 
been  colored,  printed,  stained,  dyed,  stamped,  or 
painted,  in  the  United  States.  But,  whenever  any 
such  cloths,  so  imported,  shail  Le  intended  to  be  so 
colored,  printed,  stained,  dyed,  stamped,  or  painted 
and  afterwards  to  be  exported  from  the  United  States' 
with  privilege  of  drawback,  each  package  thereof  shall! 
before  the  same  shall  be  dehvered  from  the  public 
stores,  be  opened  and  examined  by  an  inspector  of 
the  customs,  and  the  contents  thereof  measured  or 
weighed,  and  the  quality  thereof  ascertained,  and  a 
sample  of  each  piece  thereof  reserved  at  the  custom- 
house ;  and  a  particular  account  or  registry  of  such 
examination,  describing  the  number  of  pieces  in  each 
package,   their  weight  or   measure,  and  the   samples 


thereof  reserved,  shall  be  entered  in   the  books  of  the 
custom-house  ;    and,    rxfter    such    examination,    said 
goods  shall  be  repacked  in  the  original  package,   and 
the  said  original  package  shall  be  marked  with  a  cua- 
tora-house  mark.     And,   whenever   any  auch    goods, 
being  thus  colored,  printed,  stained,  dyed,  stamped,  or 
paioted,  shall  be  entered  at  the  custom-house  for  ex- 
portation and  drawback,  the  same  ahali  be  »o  entered 
in  the  original  package,  marked  as  aforesaid,  and  not 
otherwise,  unless  the  person  so  entering  the  same  shall 
give  satisfactory  evidence  to  the  collector  or  naval  offi- 
cer, or  one  of  them,  that   such   original  package  hai 
been  lost  or  destroyed  by  accident ;  and  do  such  ap- 
plication for  drawback  shall   be  made,  except  on  the 
conteols  of  entire  packages  ;   and,  upon  application 
for  such  entry  and  drawback,  the  contents  of  the  pack- 
ages, so  offered,  shall  be  examined  by  an  inspector  of 
the  customs,  and  measured  or  weighed,  and  compared 
with  the  original   entry,  registry,  and  samples,  and  if, 
upon  such  comparison  and  full  examination,  the  col- 
lector  shall  be  satisfied  that  the  contents  of  each  pack- 
age are  the  same  identical  goods  imported  and  regis- 
tered as  aforesaid,  and  not  changed  or  altered,  except 
by  being  colored,  pnnted,   stained,  dyed,  stamped,  or 
painted,  as  aforesaid,    then   the   person,    so  entering 
such  goods,  shall  be  admitted   to  the  oath  prescribed 
by  law,  to  be  used  in  cases  of  application  for  exporta- 
tion of  the  goods  for   the   benefit  of  drawback,    and 
shall,  thereupon,  be  entitled  to  drawback  as  in  other 
cases  :  Provided,  That   the  exporter  shall,  in   every 
other  particular,  comply  with  the  regulations  and  for- 
malities, heretofore  established,  for  entries  of  goods  for 
exportation  with  the   benefit  of  drawback.     And,  if 
any  person  shall  present,  for  exportation   and   draw- 
back, any  colored,  printed,  stained,  dyed,  stamped,  or 
painted  silk  or  nankeen  cloths,  knowing  the  same  not 
to  be  entitled  to  drawback,  according  to  the  provisions 
of  this  act,  or  shall   wilfully  misrepresent  or  conceal 
the  contenU  or  quality  of  any  package  as  aforesaid, 
the  said  goods,  so  presented  or  entered  for  drawback, 
shall  be  forfeited,  and  may  be  seized  by  the  collector, 
and  proceeded  with,  and  the  forfeiture  distributed,  as 
in  other  cases." 

Mr.  Webster  stated  the  existence  of  several 
other  establishments,  of  a  similar  nature  to  that 
in  New  York,  to  which  the  amendment  will 
apply. 

Mr.  Wickuffe  objected  to  the  amendment,  as 
being  an  extension  ol  the  drawback  system.  He 
thought  such  an  extension  dangerous,  as  opening 
a  door  to  frauds  and  corruption  in  the  collection 
of  duties,  dec. 

Mr.  Sharpe  replied  to  Mr.  Wickliffe,  and 
showed  that  the  danger  of  fraud,  in  this  case,  was 
very  small,  as  no  American  silk  was  manufac- 
tured, dec. 

Mr.  Marvin  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
in  the  second  line,  by  striking  out  the  words 
"nankeen  cloths,"  to  which  he  objected,  because 
It  extended  protection  to  a  foreign  fabric  of  cot- 
ton, while  we  had  cotton  factories  at  home  to 
manufacture  it. 

Mr.  Webster  replied.  This  kind  of  goods 
came  into  the  countrv  now,  and  all  the  question 
was,  whether  their  value  should  be  increased  by 
the  industry  of  our  citizens  previous  to  its  rc-ex- 
portaliofj.  He  did  not  know,  however,  that  the 
article  of  nankeens  was  made  in  this  country. 
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Mr.   McLane,   of   Delaware,   advocated    the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Webster,  generally,  on  the 
principles   of    the   drawback   system,   which   he 
wished  to  see  extended  as  far  as  possible.     He  ob- 
jected  to   the  amendment  now  proposed  by  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Marvi.n.)    This  , 
Uiieful  factory  took  nankeens  that  were  stained   ' 
and  restored    them  to   their  original  color,   and  j 
therewith  restored  their  value,  and  even  increased 
it,  dbc.  ! 

Mr.  Mercer  agreed  with  the  gentleman  last  , 
up.  Nankeens  were  already  entitled  to  drawback, 
and  although  the  drawback  system  presented  to  • 
exporters  a  tempution  to  fraud,  he  thought  the  \ 
guards  proposed  by  the  amendment  were  fully  , 
sufficient  to  prevent  any  successful  attempt  at  it. 

Mr.  Marvin  repeated  his  objection  to  protect-  i 
ing,  by  bounties,  a  foreign  cotton  fabric.  Nan-  I 
keens  he  understood  to  be  an  uncolored  cotton  I 
cloth. 

Mr.  Webster  replied.     Nankeens,  he  said,  are 
now  imported  blue,  as  well  as  plain.     The  effect  i 
of  the  proposed  amendment  would  be,  to   bring  I 
them  all  into  this  country  while,  and  to  have  them 
dyed  here  before  exportation,  «fcc. 

Mr.  Too  inquired  if  any  establishments  in  this 
country  were  now  engaged  in  the  dying  of  nan- 
keens f 

Mr.  Webster  replied  that  he  could  not  say  he 
knew  of  any  now  thus  engaged,  but  he  understood 
they  were  preparing  to  engage  in  this  branch  of 
business. 

Mr.  Too  observed  that  the  memorialists  did  not 
mention  nankeens  in  their  petitions,  and  the  grant- 
ing a  drawback  on  the  re-exportation  of  that  arti- 
cle might  lead  to  the  sending  to  India  for  cottons,  ! 
and  thus  operate  against  both  the  manufactures 
and  agriculture  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Ca.mbreleng,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Tod  and  Mr. 
Marvin,  argued  that  this  amendment,  in  respect 
to  nankeens,  would  have  the  effect  to  take  out  of 
our  market  .so  much  of  an  article,  which,  while 
in  the  home  market,  competed  with  our  own  cot- 
ton fabrics. 

Mr.  Mercer  enforced  his  former  remarks  by 
some  further  observations. 

Mr.  Webster  stated,  that,  since  he  last  spoke, 
just  now,  he  had  learned  that  immense  quantities 
of  nankeens  were  now  dyed  at  the  factory  near 
New  York. 

Mr.  Mallary  opposed  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Marvin,  and  urged  arguments  to  show  that  the 
home  cotton  factories  could  not  be  injured  by  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Webster,  and  the  branch  of  dying 
(in  which  our  manufacturers  were  chiefly  defi- 
cient) would  receive,  by  the  effect  of  it,  an  im- 
provement It  was  much  in  want  of. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment ot  Mr.  Marvin,  and  it  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Sandford,  of  Tennessee,  objected  to  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Webster,  as  being  likely  to 
injure  the  revenue.  He  thought  the  practice  of 
coloring,  or  staining  goods,  ought  not  to  be  thus 
encouraged,  6cc, 

Mr.  Forsyth  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
in  ibe  Isl  and  2(1  lines,  so  as  to  read,  "a  draw- 


back of  75  per  cent.,"  instead  of  "  the  drawback 
allowed  by  law."  He  stated  his  object  to  be  to 
make  the  drawback  on  this  article  to  correspond 
with  that  laid  by  the  bill  on  other  articles  of  this 
description. 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  made  a  few  explan- 
atory remarks. 

Mr.  Webster  explained  the  operation  of  the 
amendment,  and  the  provisions  of  the  6th  section 
of  the  bill,  which  operated  only  on  tallow;  and 
Mr.  Mercer  also  made  a  few  observations  on  the 
subject. 

Mr.  FonsYTH  replied  ;  as  a  new  system  of  du- 
ties was  about  to  be  adopted,  he  said,  a  new  system 
of  drawbacks  should  also  be  adopted.  He  thought 
25  per  cent,  not  too  much,  as  a  remuneration  to 
the  United  States  Government  for  the  trouble- 
some mode  of  preventing  frauds  in  relation  to  this 
drawback. 

Mr.  Foot  moved  an  amendment,  to  place  Eu- 
ropean and  East  India  silks  upon  an  equal  foot- 
ing ;  which  he  introduced  with  a  few  remarks  to 
express  his  opinion  that  the  silks  from  France 
and  Italy  should  not  be  put  on  a  different  foolin<r 
from  those  of  India.  ® 

Mr.  Webster   explained.     The   French   and 
Italian   silks  were  usually  dyed.     The   French 
especially,  surpassed  all   nations  in   dying  that 
article.  * 

Mr.  Test  objected  to  the  amendment  in  a  few 
remarks ;  and  then. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  amendment 
oflered  by  Mr.  Foot,  it  was  rejected. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  original  motioti 
ot  Mr.  VV  ebster, 

Mr.  Buchanan  expressed  his  wish  for  further 
light  on  the  subject  to  which  the  amendment  ap- 
plied. He  thought  the  system  of  drawback  suffi- 
ciently tried,  to  justify  the  proposed  extension  of 
a.  At  present  it  extends  only  to  fish,  spirits,  and 
fine  sugar.  He  thbught  the  introduction  of  nan- 
keens ol  the  East,  would  interfere  with  our  own 
cotton  factories,  as  this  bill  placed  the  Chinese 
manufactures  on  the  same  footing  with  our  own 
in  the  foreign  market.  Thecommerce  with  China' 
he  said,  was  a  ruinous  one  ;  and  this  amendment 
went  to  encourage  it,  and  to  discourage  our  trade 
to  France,  which  was  a  profitable  one. 

Mr.  Webster  replied.  This,  he  said,  was 
only  a  transit  trade  ;  we  encourage  our  merchants 
to  go  to  China,  buy  their  silks,  and  carry  them 
to  South  America.  The  only  part  of  the  China 
trade  which  was  unprofitable,  was  that  in  articles 
consumed  in  this  country. 

Mr.  Buchanan  rejoined.  He  objected  to  the 
amendment,  as  complicating  the  system  of  draw- 
back. He  rep<?ated  his  argument  respecting  its 
effect  to  encourage  foreign  manufactures,  which, 
he  said,  had  not  been  answered.  He  admitted, 
that  the  silks  imported,  went  out  again  ;  but,  why 
encourage  their  introduction  from  China,  in  pre- 
ference to  those  from  France. 

Mr.  Cobb  was  greatly  indebted  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania,  last  up,  for  his  care  of 
the  cotton-growing  interests ;  but,  he  should  thank 
hiiu  much  more,  if  he  would  consent  to  let  them 
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alone.  For  his  own  part,  he  said,  when  the 
friends  of  the  bill  talked  of  extending  protection 
to  the  cotton  growers,  he  felt  much  like  the  Irish 
recruit  who  was  forced  to  volunteer.  He  objected 
to  the  amendment  as  granting  an  encouragement 
that  was  not  needed ;  he  had  no  idea  of  taking 
money  out  of  the  Treasury  to  put  it  in  the  pocket 
ot  those  who  were  already  doing  so  good  a  busi- 
ness, &,c. 

Mr.  Fuller  replied  to  Mr.  Bucha.van.  The 
coloring  of  suined  nankeens  put  them  into  a  form 
to  beex|)orted,  instead  of  bems  consumed  at  home 
to  the  prejudice  of  the  domestic  manufacture  He 
agreed  in  the  opinion,  that  no  discrimination  ought 
•  to  be  made  between  French  and  China  silks.  He 
argued,  however,  that  the  home  consumption 
would  not  be  affected,  nor  the  cotton  manufac- 
turer be  injured  by  the  proposed  amendment.  He 
made  some  observations  on  the  French  trade  to 
show  that  It  was  not  so  profitable  as  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  seemed  to  suppose. 

^/;?"1"*'*^  '■*'P^'^'^  ^^  ^^^  gentleman  from  Geor- 
gia, (Mr.  Cobb.)  All  that  was  asked  by  the  silk 
dyers  he  said,  was,  that,  after  they  had  expended 
their  labor  ou  the  article,  stained  and  defaced  in 
transportation,  they  should  be  allowed  the  same 
drawback  upon  it,  as,  under  the  present  law,  would 
be  allowed  on  it,  if  brought  in  a  perfect  state,  and 
exported  without  any  labor  at  all.  Let  us  try  the  i 
extension  ol  this  drawback  system  on  a  moderate 
scale,  and  it  may  be  hereafter  abolished  or  extend-  I 
ed,  as  might  be  advisable.  : 

Mr.  Mallarv  replied  to  Mr.  Cobb,  and  advo-  ' 
cated  the  amendment  on  principles  of  equality  It 
was  no  more  than  just,  he  said,  that  the  benefit  I 
ol  this  branch  of  labor  should  be  enjoyed  by  the  I 
dyers,  as  well  as  the  agricultural  labor  by  the  cot-  I 
ton  grower  He  replied  to  Mr.  Bpchana.x,  and  ' 
advocated  the  propriety  of  making  an  experiment,  | 
m  gradually  extending  the  drawback  system,  so  I 
as  to  aid  in  the  protection  of  manufactures.  i 

Mr.  Poinsett  advocated  the  amendment      Its 
operation  would  be  to  enable  our  merchants  to  ' 
carry  the  goods  of  China  to  the  South  American  ' 
market,  and  otherwise,  the  merchants  of  Britam 
and  France  would  have  the  whole  trade  to  them- 

^h-f*\  '^'!"^'^  "^'  '"j"'^  «"^  manufactures, 
while  It  would  encourage  our  commerce. 

ti.n  f  ^'■'"^-'•■^-'*  f^P'.'^d,  and  stated  an  iUustra- 
i^nt.  !  f  T^^^  hemp  and  calico;  the  dyed 
m  the  boulh  American  markets. 

Mr.  PoiNBETT,  in  reply,  stated,  from  thorough 

Fh!  L°  i*Tu°'^°''  "^''^  So"'*^  America,  that 
the  people  ot  that  country  were  of  fixed  habits  as 
much  so  as  the  Chinese  themselves.  They  woufd 
go  on  in  their  old  path  and  none  other.^  ^hev 

Ts  hey^hat:  T  ''"°"^'  ^"'  ^'"  ^^^'^  "-"^'ens! 
as  they  have  been  accustomed  to;  and  if  we  do 
m,t^  carry  them  there  the  French  and   English 

Mr.  Sa.ndford  repeated  and  enlarged  upon  his 
objections  to  the  amendment,  on  thf  grou^Ss  o  ' 
Us  opening  a  door  to  frauds,  Sic 

and    '  ^^  "''"  °''"^'  ^  ^""^  "°'^  observations; 
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The  question  being  taken,  the  amendment  of 
Mr   Webster  was  agreed  to,  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Too  moved  to  amend  the  bill  m  the  '^SSth 
line  by  striking  out  "three,"  and,  in  the  241<5t 
line,  striking  out  "two;"  and  inserting  in  both 
places  "  five  ;"  so  as  to  make  the  clauses  read  : 

'♦On  all  wares  of  cut  glass,  not  ipecified,  five  cents 
per  pound,  and,  in  addition  thereto,  an  ad  valorem 
duty  of  thirty  per  centum  ; 

"  On  all  other  arlicles  of  glass,  five  cents  per  pound 
and,  in  addition  thereto,  an  ad  valorem  duty  of  tweniv 
per  centum."  ^ 

Mr.  Tod  explained  the  reason  of  this  amend- 
ment to  be,  the  striking  out  the  third  section  of 
the  bill,  which  met  the  British  bounty  by  a  pro- 
portional increase  of  duty.  '     •  .   *^ 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  asked  why  an  ad 
valorem  duty  was  added  to  a  specific  duty  on  glass 

Mr.  Tod  explained.— The  necessity  arose  from 
the   modes  pursued  by  the  English  exporters  of 
glass  to  introduce  their  article  into  this  country 
without  paying  the  duties,  &c. 

Mr.  Forsyth  stated  that  no  bounty  is  granted 
by  the  British  Government  on  glass,  and  therefore 
the  argument  from  the  third  section  does  not  apply 
Much  of  our  glass  comes  from  France;  and  to 


this  the  third  section  would  not  apply,  even  if  it 

still  remained  in    the    bill.     Mr.  F.  made  somp 

I  remarks,  incidentally,  on  the  slight  notice  which 

was  taken  of  any  motion  or  any  fact  proceedin<T 

,  Irom  those  members  of  the  House  who  are   no't 

I  manufacturers,  or  are  not  avowed  friends  of  the 

I  Mr.  Tod  repIied.-The  glass  imported  from 
France  was  to  a  small  amount,  (not  more  in  the 
last  year  than  SIO,000.) 

I  Mr.  Mercer  expressed  his  astonishment,  that, 
after  all  that  had  passed  on  the  bill,  the  honorable 
Cdairman  should  persevere  in  saving  that  there 
existed  a  bounty  on  glass  in  England.  Mr.  M 
said  he  had  before  denied  the  existence  of  such  a 
bounty  ;  and  he  now  rose  to  v^ify  the  statement. 
Here  Air.  M.  quoted  the  excise  paid  on  several 
materials  used  in  certain  kinds  of  glass;  and  all 
that  was  done  by  Government  is  to  allow  a  draw- 
back on  this  excise  when  the  glass  is  exported. 

Mr.  Ir-.  V.  Barbour  objected  to  adding  a  duty 
on  all  glass  imported,  in  order  to  countervail  draw- 
back or  bounty  on  British  glass.     If  the  addition 
,  was  sufficient  to  meet  the  latter,  it  must  be  enor- 
I  mous  on  the  poorer  kinds  brought  from  elsewhere 
I  But  there  was  no  positive  bounty,  but  only  a  draw- 
back in  Britain,  on   manufactures  of  crfass      He 
insisted  on  the  wide  difference  betw^n  bounty 
and  drawback,  dc.  ' 

Mr.  TuD  replied  to  Mr.  Mercer,  who  always 
«n,ui  '  """^P^^P«'^<i  ^'''h  authorities,  chapie 
and  verse,  to  reler  to ;  and  who  often  gave  valua  ble 
information  on  subjects  .n.,uest.on,and  on  subjects 
not  in  question.  Mr.  T.,  nevertheless,  insisted 
there  was  a  bounty  on  English  glass  ;  ,t  might  be 
caUed  by  what  name  the  gentleman  though,  lit! 
L.n  \^'f"^h  a  ^^""n'y  as  that  on  cotton  bag- 
ging, which  the  gentlemen  all  argued  to  be  a 
bounty  and  on  that  very  ground  the  third  section 
ol  the  bill  was.tricken  out.     The  amount  granted 
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on  bagging  is  in  the  English  books  called  a  draw- 
back, as  that  on  glass  is  ;  and  Mr.  T.  produced  an 
invoice  in  which  bounty  is  charged. 

Mr.  Mercer  rejoined — and  reiterated  his  argu- 
ment to  show  that  the  encouragement  in  England 
was  a  drawback,  and  not  a  bounty  ;  and  therefore 
the  policy  which  might  apply  to  a  system  of 
bounties  lor  encouragement  had  no  application  to 
the  present  case,  dec. 

Mr.  Ca.mbrele.ng  stated  the  facts  of  the  English 
allowance,  and  insisted  that,  whether  it  is  called 
bounty  or  drawback,  it  equally  operated  on  the 
price  of  the  article  as  bought  by  us.  He  thought 
the  duty  rather  high,  but  should  only  oppose  it  as 
applied  to  plain  glass. 

Mr.  Forsyth  referred  to  the  Commercial  Di- 
gest, to  prove  that  the  allowance  is  drawback,  and 
not  bounty.  He  remarked,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Tod, 
on  the  third  section  of  the  bill,  and  on  the  capacity 
in  this  country  to  compete  with  other  countries  in 
the  manufacturing  of  glass.  The  glass  imported 
into  the  United  States,  from  other  countries,  from 
Germany  alone,  was  more  than  that  from  Eng- 
land, Ireland,  and  Scotland  put  together. 

Mr.  Tod  asked,  in  reply,  why  the  gentlemen 
had  urged  the  striking  out  of  the  third  section  7 
they  certainly  then  considered  the  allowance  of 
drawback  as  bounty.  He  still  insisted  that  it  was 
so,  and  he  referred  to  the  invoice  he  had  before 
produced,  and  called  for  the  reading  of  a  petition 
of  certain  glass  manufacturers,  dec. 

A  good  deal  of  smart  repartee  passed  between 
Mr.  Tt.D  and  Mr.  Mercer,  in  relation  to  their 
slock  of  authorities,  dec. 

Mr.  Cblpeper  moved  that  the  Committee  rise. 
The  motion  was  negatived — ayes  S2,  noes  92. 

The  debate  was  now  renewed,  and  Messrs. 
Foot,  of  Connecticut,  Cambleleng,  and  Tod, 
made  some  observations ;  when 

Mr.  Cambreleno  called  for  a  division  of  the 
question  so  as  to  take  it  first  on  the  first  part  of  the 
amendment  now  proposed. 

The  question  being  taken,  accordingly,  on  the 
first  clause  of  the  amendment,  as  it  is  above  stated, 
the  vote  was:— For  the  amendment  8(5,  against 
It  87.  '    * 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected — and  then  the 
Committee  rose. 


Friday,  March  2Q>. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Committee 
on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  which  were  referred 
bills  of  the  Senate  of  the  following  titles,  viz: 
"An  act  confirming  the  claims  of  the  heirs  of 
Nicholas  Baudin  and  the  heirs  of  Joseph  Chas- 
tang,  to  certain  tracts  of  land  ;"  "An  act  confirm- 
ing the  claim  of  Peter  H.  Hobart  and  Lewis  Jud- 
son  to  a  certain  tract  of  land;"  and  "An  act 
releasing  to  John  McAlister,  or  the  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  John  Forbes,  a  certain  tract  of  land," 
reported,  as  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  that  the 
said  bills  ought  not  to  pass. 

The  said  bills  were  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

.Mr.  Little,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions 


and  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred 
the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Walter  S.  Chandler  and  Samuel  Ward," 
made  a  report  thereon,  adverse  to  the  passage  of 
tlie  said  bill,  and  it  was  committed  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cook,  the  Committee  oa 
Roads  and  Canals  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  vesting  in  the  State  of  Illinois, 
for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  expense  of  open- 
j  ing  a  canal  between  the  waters  of  the  Illinois  river 
and  Lake  Michigan,  the  land  that  has  been  re- 
served from  sale  by  Congress,  bordering  on  the 
proposed  canal. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Metcalfe,  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs  were  instructed  to  complete  the 
inquiry  which  was  commenced  at  the  last  session, 
(and  reported  upon  in  part.)  into  the  execution  of 
an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  abolish  the  Indian 
trading  establishments;"  and,  also,  to  inquire  what 
was  the  general  average  per  centum  over  and 
above  the  prime  co^t  and  carriage,  for  which  the 
articles  of  merchandise  were  sold  by  the  factory- 
agents,  before  the  passage  of  the  law  aforesaid ; 
the  amount  of  money  which  ought  to  have  been 
returned  to  the  Government  upon  the  abolition  of 
the  establishment ;  the  amount  which  has  actually 
been  paid  into  the  Treasury,  together  with  that 
which  has  been  secured  to  t'>e  so  paid  under  the 
provisions  of  the  law  for  abolishing  the  said  estab- 
lishment; and  if,  by  contrasting  the  said  sums,  a 
balance  shall  be  found  to  be  due  to  the  Govern- 
ment, what  mode  can  be  devised  to  recover  the 
same  from  the  person  or  persons  withholding  it. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Captain  Thomas  Staniford,"  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Gov- 
ernment for  the  year  1824,"  with  amendments; 
in  which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 
The  amendments  were  read,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Cobb  moved  to  discharge  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  from  the  consideration  of  the 
President's  Message  in  relation  to  the  claims  of 
D.  D.  Tompkins,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  a  select 
committee.  He  prefaced  his  motion  with  a  few 
remarks,  to  show  that  the  standing  committee  had 
not  time  for  a  proper  investigation  of  the  subject. 
The  motion  was  supported  by  Mr.  McLane,  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  but, 
on  suggestion  of  Mr.  Webs^ter',  it  was  withdrawn 
for  the  present. 

JOHN  B.  HOGAX. 

Mr.  Ha.milto.n,  from  the  Military  Committee, 
to  whom  was  recommitted  the  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate to  repeal  the  "act  for  the  relief  of  John  B. 
Hogan,"  reported  an  amendment  thereto. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  Cobb,  Mr.  Hamilto:*  ex- 
plained the  circumstances  in  relation  to  the  case 
of  Mr.  Hogan. 

Mr.  McCoy  further  remarked  on  the  facts  of 
the  case,  and  a  conversation  ensued  upon  it  be- 
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tweeo  Messrs.  Hamilton,  Sharpe,  Cobb,  Owen, 
and  CuLPEPER.  ' 

[Mr.  Hogan,  it  appears,  was  a  paymaster  in  the 
berainoJe  war,  who  paid  about  ^20,000  to  a  corps 
of  gunmen,  whom  he  considered  as  volunteers  but 
who,  by  the  construction  of  the  law  by  the  War 
Department,  were  declared  not  to  be  such  The 
amendment  now  reported  to  the  biJl,  goes  to  allow 
h.m  credit  for  this  amount.  It  was  objected  to  as 
sanctioning  a  dangerous  principle,  and  setting  a 
precedent  which,  it  followed  up,  would  coyer  all 
disbursements  made  b<y,iajide  but  v^UhotU  law  1 

tK    /ki     ''T'^'*  "°^^^  ^°  ^^y  ^^«  amendmeit  on 
the  table.     Not  carried. 

The  amendment  was  finally  agreed  to,  and  the 
bill  as  amended,  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 


^^  ^rz  ^^iaSTZzt^S^T^ 


•w^k  1    L  "^"^  ""w  v^uramiiiee  oi  tlie 

TV  hole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  on  the  bill  to 
amend  the  several  acts  laying  duties  on  imports, 
Mr.  CoNDicT  in  the  Chair.  ' 

The  question  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Tod 
to  raise  the  duty  on  "  all  articles  of  glass  not  spe- 
cified, 'from  two  cents  to  five  cents  per  pound- 

31r.  Cambreleng  made  some  observations  in 
opposition  to  this  amendment,  as  layin-  an  enor- 
mous duty  on  plain  glass.  The  quesfion  being 
taken,  it  was  not  agreed  to. 

thI^V:i^l:'''^'  ""^  P^°n^yJvania,  moved  to  amend 
the  bill,  by  inserting  in  it  the  following  clause : 
On  square  iron-wire,  used  in  the  manufacture  of 
umbrellas,  a  duty  of  twelvp  anri  -^  koir 
ad  valoreri."      ^  ^  ^'^'^  ^'  *"*"'• 

Mr.  E  stated  the  circumstances  of  this  branch 
of  manufacture,  which  at  present  is  not  made  m 
the  United  States.  The  making  of  umbrellas  had 
greatly  increased  in  the  United  StatS  and  they 
were  exported  to  a  large  amount.  Tho;e  enga<ied 
m  It  were  desirous  of  adding  this  branch  to  their 
business;  but,  under  the  exiting  duty  of  40  r^r 
cen  .  ad  valorem,  it  was  impossible.    ^  ^ 

Mr  Sharpe,  of  New  York,  supported  the 
amendment,  and  confirmed  Mr!  Ellis's  state- 
ment of  facts  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Cassedy,  of  New  Jersey,  stated  that  he 

Mr.  Miller,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved  to  amend 
the  amendment,  by  striking  out'the  word  "Ton  '' 

cop"e7ir;f  '^'^'^^  '^^"'P^'-  ^-«  -«"e  of 

mm!on.^''"  ^"'P'"*^   '^'^  modification  of  his 

Mr.  Floyd  stated  some  facts  in  relation  to  a 

Mr.  IsACKrf,  of  Tennessee,  moved  to  strike  out 
excepting    nankeena    imr.«r....j    .ui.A,     .      ™*^"*'' 
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the  original  coat  of  which,  at  the  place  whence  im- 
ported, with  the  addition  of  twenty  per  centum  if  im- 
ported  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  or  any  place  be- 
yond It  and  of  ten  per  centum  if  imported  from  any 
other  place,  shall  be  lesa  than  thirty-five  cenu  per 
square  yard,  shall,  with  such  addition,  be  taken  and 
deemed  to  have  cost  thirty-five  cents  per  square  yard 
and  shall  be  charged  with  duty  accordingly."  ' 

Mr.  IsACKs  stated  that  his  object  was  to  take 
away  from  the  bill  the  proposed  minimum  on  cot- 
ton goods.     Mr.  I.  quoted  statements,  in  figures,  to 
show  the  amount  of  duties  in  1823,  paid  on  diflfer- 
ent  species  of  cotton  goods,  Ac.  to  show  the  rea- 
sonableness of  his  proposition,  Ac.     He  did  not 
conceive  this  further  encouragement  on  the  cotton 
manufacture  necessary  ;  moreover,  because  if  he 
was  correctly  informed,  the  manufacturers  neither 
wished  nor  needed  it,  that  portion  of  the  capital 
and  industry  of  the  country  employed  in  it,  beine 
more  nrodurtiv*'  than  olmr^wf  «.,.,  ^.i '         » 


"«pu„.  .„...  ..,„..,  ^z:^^i^-^;:iaf^j^^/z:^:z:^j:i 


Mr.  P  P.  Barbol  r  then  rose,  and  said  that 
having  determined,  at  some  period  of  ihe  discus- 
sion to  present  his  views  of  the  general  principles 
involved  ,n  the  bill  under  consideration,  and  C 
leving  that  the  present  motion  afforded  an  onnor- 
unity  to  do  so,  he  would,  with  the  indulgence  of 
the  Committee  avail  himself  of  it 

No  subject,  said  Mr.  B.,  of  a  more  important 
^k;  !?^  '  **'.^°  *^'1'  ^*'  occ"P'ed  the  attention  of 
the  National  Legislature,  during  its  present  session. 
This  IS  the  third  time  that  it  has  been  brought 
upon  the  tapis,  during  my  short  poliiical  life-  it 
has  not  only  been  debated  again  and  again  in  this 
and  the  other  House,  but  the  press  has  teetlied 
with  pamphlets  and  newspaper  publications  in  re- 

innih/°  ''•  ^'  '^"°'  ^  '^"^=^^'°"'  ^^  ^'^^  »«'d  on 
another  occasion  during  this  session,  of  political 

metaphysics,  but  of  severe  practical  taxati^  •  one 
which  comes  home  to  the  sensibility  of  the  Docket 
nerve.  In  opposing  this  bill,  I  feel  that  I  am  de- 
fending the  cause,  not  of  my  own  immediate  con- 
stituents only,  but  of  the  whole  commonwealth  of 

them  only  but  of  the  whole  South  ;  not  of  them 
only,  but  of  other  parts  of  this  Confederacy,  against 
^e  injurious  effects,  which,  in  my  op.n  on,  this 
would  produce  upon  their  great  and  essential  in! 
terests.  I  wish,  sir,  that  a  cause  so  great  had  an 
abler  advocate;  but  I  .hall,  to  the  unnost  extent 
of  my  ability,  endeavor  to  present  the  subiect  in 

have  the  consolation  of  knowmg  that  I  have  dnnl 
my  duty,  I  shall  feel,  that  my  defea  ias  not  a"! 
cr.bable  to   the  weakness  of  my  ,K,s.Ln    bu   t 

Ihe  bill  has  been  presented   to  us  in  various 
phases;  some  gentlemen  say,  it  is  a  liealure  "o 

ZT:Lt'T^r'  T'  '^^  "^  '^  '^  to  e^couTag^e 
?ha  It  w.  l',^  i''  °'*'"'  '"''^'°  '^  °"  '''^  ground, 
u^s  of  i  'V"'''";'"'^^"'^"'  '«  ^he  niinufac: 
I^?r  5  •  \^^°"°  ^y-  It  would  indeed  be  as  rare 
fhVl  r''^  ^'  '^J"^^'^'  '^  ''  '^ould  accomplish  ill 
the.eobjects;  to  harmonize  these  conflicting  prin- 
ciples, IS  just  as  impossible,  as  it  would   be  fo    a 
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ing  from  the  other;  and  I  fear,  sir,  that  it  would 
turn  out  to  be  in  legislation,  what  certain  specifics 
come  to  be  in  medicine;  published  to  the  world 
as  a  cure  for  almost  every  disease,  they  prove  to 
be  an  effectual  remedy  for  none.  Without  further 
remark,  I  pass  directly  to  the  discussion. 

I  would  not  vote  for  this  bill,  sir,  even  if  it  could 
be  placed  upon  the  grounds,  which  would  be  con- 
fessedly most  advantageous  for  its  advocates that 

is,  even  if  it  were  a  bill  designed  to  raise  revenue 
and  if  such  would  be  its  effect.  I  would  not  do  it' 
for  this  obvious  reason,  that  the  exigencies  of  the 
Treasury  do  not  call  for  an  increase  of  revenue. 

In  proof  of  this,  I  beg  leave  to  present  to  the 
Committee,  a  brief  view  of  our  financial  situation 
as  exhibited  in  official  documents,  giving  an  ex- 
position in  detail.     The  present  condition  of  the 
Treasury  is  such,  as  to  enable  us,  by  anticipation, 
to  purchase  our  7  per  cent,  stock  during  the  cur- 
rent year,  which  would  not  become  due  till   the 
next.     The  3  per  cent,  stock,  amounting  to  §13  - 
296,099  06,  no  gentleman  woflld  think  of  paying 
at  par,  and  consequently  it  would  only  be  purchased 
upon  such  terms  as  might  be  agreed  upon,  between 
the  Government  and  stockholders.   TheS7,000  000 
due  10  the  Bank  of  the   United   States,   may  be 
considered  in  effect  as  paid,  inasmuch  as  we  own 
stock  to  an  equal  amount,  m  the  bank,  the  divi- 
dends  on    which   are  equivalent   to  the    interest 
which  we  pav  ;  besides,  our  debt  to  the  bank  is  at 
an  interest  of  only  5  per  cent.,  and  therefore  falls, 
within  the  influenceof  the  reasoning  applicable  to 
the  remaining  part  of  our  debt  bearing  that  inter- 
est.    The  residue  of  the  public  debt  consists  of  G  per 
cent,  stock,  and  5  per  cent,  stock  ;  and  we  have 
satisfactory  reason  to  believe  that  a  considerable 
part  of  the  six  yter  cent,  stock,  can  be  commuted 
into  a  five  per  cent.     Let  me  add,  that  gentlemen 
mistake,  when  they  say  that  a  large  share  of  this 
debt  will  successively  fall  due  in  the  years  1826 
1827,  and  1828.     Although,  in  those  years,  large 
sums  are  redeemable,  that  is,  we  may  pay  them 
if  we  choose,  yet  we  are  under  no  obligation  to 
pay  them;  and  it  is  estimated  that,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  Bank  debt,  and  the  three  per  cent, 
stock,  the  existing  revenue  of  the  Government  will 
be  competent  to  redeem  our  whole  public  debt  in 
the  year  1835,  a  period  of  eleven  years  from  the 
present.     Now,  sir,  although  I  am  one  of  the  last 
men  in   the  world   who   would   subscribe  to  the 
doctrine  that  a  public  debt  is  a  public  blessing,  but 
on  the  contrary,  consider  it  an  evil,  and  am  de- 
sirous of  paying  it,  yet,  in  doing  so,  I  would  exer- 
cise discretion,  I  would  practise  moderation.     As 
a  guardian  of  public  interest,  I  would  act,  in  rela- 
tion to  their  debts,  as  I  would  in  relation  to  my 
own ;  I  would  not  suffer  a  solicitude  to  pay  a  debt 
not  coercible,  to  induce  me  to  sell  property  at  a 
sacrifice,  or  to  borrow  money  at  a  higher  rate  of 
interest,  than  thai  of  the  debt  to  be  paid  with  it. 
Let  us  for  a  moment  apply  these  plain  principles 
to  our  .situation:  there  is  no  part  of  the  debt  bear- 
ing a  higher  interest  than  six  per  cent.;  and  there 
is  no  part  of  the  United  States,  it  is  believed 
where  the  legal  rate  of  interest  is  less;  but  as  far 
as  the  six  per  cent,  slock  could  be  commuted  for 


a  five  per  cent,  stock,  and  to  the  whole  amount  of 
the  five  per  cent,  if  we  were  to  draw  additional 
revenue  from  the  people  to  pay  it,   it  would  cre- 
ate an  increased  pressure  upon  them,  at  a  time 
certainly  not  favorable  for  the  purpose  of  paying 
with  money  worth  six  per  cent.,  a  debt  on  which 
we  should  only  pay  an   interest  of  five  percent. 
This  would  be  actually  a  loss,  and  even  as  to  six 
per  cent,  stock,  no  gain.     I  would  in  this  regard, 
then,  adopt  the  maxim  of  the  celebrated  English 
Minister  Burleigh :  That  it  is  not  desirable  to  see 
the  Treasury  swollen  like  a  disordered  spleen, 
whilst  the  nation  was  in  a  consumption.     I  would 
act  upon  the  principle  of  his  mistress,  Queen  Eli- 
zabeth, that  at  present,  beyond  the  existing  reve- 
nue, the  money  is  better  in  the  pockets  of  our  peo- 
ple, than  m  our  exchequer,  or,  I  will  add,  in  the 
pockets  of  our  public  creditors. 

As  far,  sir,  as  this  bill  is  designed  to  give  en- 
couragement to   manufactures,   or   even,   if  you 
please,  to  national  industry  in  general,  I  would 
vote  against  it.  for  another  strong,  and,  in  my  es- 
timation, decisive  reason.     And  here,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, though  I  am  about  to  derive  an  argument 
from  the  Constitution,  I  trust  that  I  shall  not  press 
upon  the  confines  of  political  metaphysics.     The 
Constitution  gives  to  Congress  the  power  to  lay 
and  collect   taxes,    duties,    imposts,  and   excises. 
This  bill  proposes  to  lay  and  collect  duties,  and, 
therefore,  I  shall  not  undertake  to  say  that  it  is  a 
violation  of  the  letter  of  the  Constitution.     But 
this  I  do  mean  to  contend,  and  I  think  I  shall  be 
able  to  prove,  with  as  nigh  an  approximation  to 
demonstation  as  moral  evidence  is  capable  of,  that 
this  bill  does  violate  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution. 
The  power  to  impose  taxes,  duties,  <tc.,  it  will 
not  be  denied  by  any  gentleman,  was  given  to  us 
for  the  purpose  of  raising  revenue,  which  revenue 
is  to  be  applied  to  the  ends  pointed  out  in  the 
Constitution.     Now,  sir,  as  far  as,  by  this  bill,  it 
is  proposed  to   encourage  manufactures,  or  any 
other  department  of  industry,  we  shall  be  using 
this  power,  not  only  not  for  the  purpose  for  which 
it  was  given,  but  for  another  and  a  different  one, 
and,  as  I  shall  attempt  to  prove,  one  which  will 
defeat  that  for  which  the  power  was  given;  and 
then  this  question  presents  itself,  whether  we  do 
not,  in  effect,  transcend  the  limits  of  our  legiti- 
mate  authority  as   much   by  the   exercise  of  a 
granted  power  for  a  purpose  for  which  it  was  not 
granted,  as  by  the  exercise  of  a  power  not  grant- 
ed ?     I  answer,  that  we  do.     As  no  general  rea- 
soning strikes  the  mind  as  forcibly  as  examples,  I 
will   illustrate  my  proposition   by  putting  some 
analogous  cases.     Congress  has  power  to  borrow 
money.     Let  us  suppose  that  the  capitalists  of 
this  country  were,   by  petition  to  this  House,  to 
complain  that,  in  consequence  of  the  general  lan- 
guor of  the  commerce  of  the  world,  they  could 
find  no  longer  any  mercantile  investment  of  their 
capital   which   would   yield   them   any  tolerable 
profit,  or,   if  you   please,  any  profit  at  all,  and, 
therefore,  they  called  upon  us  to  borrow  of  them 
some  millions  of  money,  at  any  given  rate  of  in- 
terest.    Let  us  suppose  our  finance.s  to  be  in  such 
a  situation  as  not  to  need  it,  and  yet,  to  save  these 
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capitalists  from  siokiDg,  we  accepted  their  pro- 
position under  our  power  to  borrow  money. 

Let  us  suppose  that  Congress,  imprcNsed  with  a 
belief  that  the  importation  of  certain  articles  of 
luxury  was  injurious  either  to  the  wealth,  the 
morals,  or  the  simplicity  of  the  manners  of  our 
people,  with  a  view  to  arrest  the  importation  of 
such  articles,  imposed  very  high  duties,  not  at  all 
with  a  view  to  revenue,  but  for  the  avowed  pur- 
pose of  prohibition,  and  high  enough  to  produce 
that  effect;  and  that  this  was  done  under  the 
power  to  lay  duties  and  excises,  by  which,  in 
effect,  we  should  pass  sumptuary  laws. 

Congress  has  power  to  provide  and  maintain  a 
navy.     Let  us  suppose  that,  upon  the  termiQation 
of  the  European  war,  by  the  peace  of  1S14,  our 
navigating  interest  had  represented  that,  during 
that  war,  we,  by  the  circumstance  of  our  neutral 
character,  had,  for  a  series  of  years,  the  carrying 
trade   for  the  belligerents;  that  we  had  thereby 
profited  at  (he  rate  of  815,000,000  per  annum,  at 
which,  I  believe,  the  carrying  trade  is  estimated 
in  Seybert's  Statistics;   that,  by  means  of  the 
peace,  thousands  in  our  mercantile  marine  were 
thrown  out  of  employment ;  and  let  us  suppose 
that,  though  the  extent  of  our  Navy  did  not  re- 
quire It,  we  yet  employed  many  of  these  persons 
with  a  view  to  give  them  employment,  under  our 
power  to  provide  and  maintain  a  navy.     I  could 
go  on  sir,  multiplying  examples  of  this  kind,  with 
much  more  ease  than  they  could   be  answered. 
These  are  sufficient  for  my  purpose.     In  each  of 
the  cases  which  I  have  here  put,  it  might  be  af- 
firmed, with  just  as  much   propriety  as  in  the 
present,  that  we  were  exercising  powers  which 
were  clearly  given  ;  yet,  every  man  would  admit 
that  we  were  abusing  those  powers.     And  why, 
sir  ?     For  the  simple  reason  that  we  were  using 
them  for  purposes  for  which  they  were  not  granted ; 
and  let  me  ask,  sir,  whether  the  same  objection 
does  not  apply  here  ?     If,  as  must  be  admitted, 
the  power  to  lay  duties  were  given  solely  to  raise 
revenue,  surely  when  we  apply  that  power  not  for 
that  purpose,  but  for  another,  and  that,  too,  which 
defeats  the  legitimate  one,  we  are  exercising  that 
g)wer  for  a  purpose  for  which  it  was  not  granted. 
Sir,  I  have  no  apprehension  of  these  things  at 
present,  whilst  our  virtue,  intelligence,  and  pat- 
riotism continue;  but,  as  any  one  man  cannot 
hope  to  escape  that  mortality  which  is  the  lot  of 
his  species,  so  neither  can  any  Government  ex- 
pect wholly  to  avoid  those  evil  times  which  his- 
tory teaches  us  have  befallen  all  the  Governments 
of  the  earth.      When   we  shall  fall  upon  such 
times,  what  now  is  precedent,  will  then  become 
principle ;  and,  '•  by  the  same  example,  many  an 
error  will  rush  into  the  Slate.''    They  can  look 
back,  and  find,  in  the  best  periods  of  the  Republic, 
precedents  for  applying  a  power  for  a  different 
purpose  from  that  for  which  it  was  given,  and 
thus   the   whole   Constitution   may    be  made  to 
swing  Irom  its  moorings. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  would  not  vote  for  this  bill 
for  another  reason,  which  I  regret  to  be  under  the 
necessity  of  mentioning.  I  regret  it,  because  it 
has  reference  to  the  difference  in  the  local  interests 
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of  this  mighty  Confederacy,  and  I  would  be  one 
of  the  last  men  in  the  world  who  would  excite 
any   thing    like    jealousy,   or    even    sensibility, 
amongst  its  constituent  parts;  but  I  should  feel 
that  I  should  be  wanting  in  my  duty  to  my  con- 
stituents, if  1  did  not  present  this  view  to  the 
Committee.     It  has  been  seen  that  one  object  of 
this  bill,  and  no  one  will  deny  but  that  it  is  a 
leading  object,  is  to  foster  domestic  manufactures. 
This  encouragement,  sir,  from  the  force  of  circum- 
stances, and  the  nature  of  things,  must  operate  ia 
favor  of  some  parts  of  the  Union,  to  the  exclusion 
of  others.     Cast  your  eye  over  the  map  of  the 
United  States;  look  at  its  geographical  situation, 
and  estimate  duly  the  considerations  which  1  am 
now  about  to  submit.     In  some  portions  of  this 
country,  there  is  a  large  accumulation  of  capital, 
the  fruit  of  foreign  commerce.     In  others,  there  is 
a  great  comparative  deficiency  of  capital.      In 
some  parts,  there  is  for  this  Western  world  a  dense 
population;  in   others,   it  is  sparse.     Thus,  take 
Connecticut  and  Vft-ginia  as  the  subjects  of  com- 
pari.son.     By  the  census  of  1810,  Connecticut  had 
about  56  to  the  square  mile;  Virginia  about  14. 
In  some  parts,  there  is  free  labor;  in  others,  there 
IS  only  slave  labor.     Now,  sir,  let  me  ask,  what 
hope  IS  there,  in  the  career  of  competition,  between 
two  sections  of  country,  in  one  of  which  there  is 
a  combination  of  the  three  great  advantages  ot 
large  capital,  dense  population,  and  free  labor; 
and  in  the  other  of  which  there  is  a  combination 
of  the  three  great  disadvantages  of  a  deficient 
capital,  sparse  population,  and  slave  labor?     The 
question  needs  only  to  be  stated  to  be  answered. 
It  would  indeed  be  the  race  between  the  tortoise 
and  the  hare;  the  last  must  ^top,  or  never  be  over- 
taken.   Now,  sir,  it  certainly  was  the  intention, 
in  forming  this  Government,   that   the  different 
States  should,  as  far  as  circumstances  would  per- 
mit, participate  equally  in  its  burden^  and  bene- 
fits.    And  hence,  the  provision,  that  direct  taxes 
should    be   apportioned    to   numbers;    that   other 
taxes  should   be  uniform ;  that  no  regulation  of 
commerce  should  give  a  preference  to  the  ports  of 
one  State  over  those  of  another,  dec.    But,  sir, 
the  balance  is  equally  disturbed,  whether  a  weight 
is  taken  out  of  one  scale,  or  put  into  another.     If, 
in  the  exercise  of  a  power  for  the  purpose  for 
which  it  was  given,  one  State  suffers  less  burden, 
or  receives  more  benefit,  than  others,  we  must 
submit  to  the  consequence;  but,  when  a  power  is 
to  be  exercised  for  a  purpose  for  which  it  was  not 
given,  and  this  consequence  is  to  follow,  then  we 
have  just  cause  of  complaint. 

I  come  now,  sir,  to  consider  this  bill  in  the  dif- 
ferent lights  in  which  it  has  been  presented  by  its 
advocates,  and  to  examine  the  ^everal  grounds  on 
which  they  have  rested  its  defence. 

In  the  first  place,  it  is  said  that  the  bill  will  in- 
crease the  revenue.  I  think  I  shall  be  able  to 
show,  that  it  will  have  a  directly  contrary  effect; 
that  diminution  of  revenue,  not  increase,  will  be 
a  necessary  consequence  of  its  passage.  It  is 
conceded,  on  all  hands,  that  the  inevitable  effect, 
in  the  first  instance,  will  be  to  increase  the  price 
ot  the  goods  imported  ;  this  can  be  denied  by  no 
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man.  This  being  the  case,  the  amount  of  the 
produce  exported  from  the  country,  whatever  it 
may  be,  will  furnish  fewer  commodities  than  it  did 
before,  unless  gentlemen  are  prepared  to  maintain 
the  proposition  that  the  same  sum  of  money  will 
purchase  as  much,  at  a  higher  price,  as  it  would 
do  at  a  lower  one.  The  quantity  of  goods  im- 
ported then,  must  be  diminished  ;  the  only  possible 
ground  on  which  it  can  be  contended  that  the 
revenue  will  not  be  diminished,  is,  that  the  increase 
of  duty  on  the  goods  which  will  be  imported,  will 
be  equal  to  the  loss  of  the  former  duty  upon  such 
goods  as  shall  cease  to  be  imported.  It  is  impos- 
sible to  say,  what  will  be  the  precise  extent  of  the 
diminution  of  importation  ;  but  we  may  resort  to 
some  data  which  will  constitute  the  basis  of  a 
reasonable  calculation.  It  may  be,  that  articles 
of  mere  luxury,  which  are  consumed  only  by  the 
wealthy,  may,  at  the  advanced  price,  yet  be  im- 
ported, as  before;  articles  of  downright  necessity 
will  be  so  imported  ;  but  there  is  a  large  descrip- 
tion of  articles  which,  thougli  they  may  be  con- 
venient, and  may  contribute  to  increase  the  stock 
of  comfort,  may  be  dispensed  with.  This  latter 
kind  of  article  is  used  by  that  great  class  of  our  peo- 
ple, constituting  a  decided  majority  of  the  nation, 
who  are  either  poor,  or  in  the  various  gradations  of 
property,  from  poverty  towards  wealth,  but  falling 
entirely  short  of  that  point.  Now,  sir,  it  is  in  this 
kind  of  imported  goods,  and  in  this  part  of  our 
population,  that  I  think  it  fair  to  infer,  that  a  very 
great  diminution  will  take  place,  and  considerably 
more  than  will  countervail  any  advantage  to  be 
expected  from  the  increased  duty  upon  goods 
which  will  continue  to  be  imported.  Thus,  sir, 
the  goods  imported  in  the  year  1822,  paying  an  ad 
valorem  duty  of  25  per  cent,  amounted  to  !$2I,701,- 
040  ;  more  than  one- fourth  part  of  the  whole  im- 
ports of  the  year.  It  is  known,  that  all  the  goods 
paying  this  rate  of  ad  valorem  duty,  are  those  of 
which  wool  and  cotton  are  the  materials.  How 
large  a  portion  of  the  coarse  kind  of  these  goods 
is  used  by  our  poorer  people,  and  by  the  wealthier 
for  their  slaves  ?  And  yet,  these  articles  can,  and 
most  of  them  probably  will,  be  manufactured  in 
household  establishments,  rather  than  pay  the  high 
duties  imposed  by  this  bill  ;  especially  such  as 
plains  or  negro  cloths,  which,  from  the  statement 
appended  to  the  New  York  memorial,  would, 
upon  the  minimum  in  the  tariff,  and  at  the  rate 
of  duty  after  June,  1825,  pay  from  104  to  130  per 
cent.  But,  if  I  should  even  mistake  in  this,  it  is 
clear,  beyond  all  question,  that  the  progressive  and 
ultimate  effect  would  be  a  diminution  of  revenue. 
The  very  object  which  gentlemen  have  in  view, 
IS,  by  high  duties,  to  exclude  foreign  articles  from 
coming  into  competition  with  those  of  a  domestic 
manufacture.  If  this  consequence  were  not  to 
follow,  the  whole  policy  of  the  bill  would  fail; 
the  manufacturers  would  not  receive  the  encour- 
agement intended,  and  the  consumer  would,  un- 
necessarily, as  well  as  unjustly,  be  encumbered 
with  higher  prices.  But,  supposing  the  operation 
of  the  bill  to  be,  what  it  certainly  will  be,  that,  in 
consequence  of  the  protection  afforded,  the  domes- 
tic manufactures  will  progressively  displace  the 
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foreign,  and  be  consumed  in  their  place.     Then, 
it  is  palpable,  that  in  exact  proportion  as  this  takes 
place,  ioreign  goods  will  cease  to  be   imported, 
and,  consequently,  the  revenue  will  be  correspon- 
dingly diminished  ;  and,   finally,   whenever  the 
time  should  arrive,  that  the  consumption  of  do- 
mestic manufactures  should  entirely  take  the  place 
of  foreign,  there  would  be  a  total  stop  to  all  im- 
ports, because  there  would  be  an  end  to  importa- 
tion.    But  the  revenue  lost,  must  be  supplied,  and 
I  beg  leave  to  inquire  how,  and  by  whom  ?     We 
*have  been  told,   that  manufacturers  themselves, 
after  they  shall  be  firmly  established  by  a  system 
of  protecting  duties,  will  be  able  to  supply  this 
deficit.     If  we  were  to  judge  from  past  experience, 
this  promise  holds  out  but  little  consolation.     In 
1816,  a  duty  of  25  per  cent,  was  imposed  upon 
cotton  and  woollen  goods,  with  a  minimum  upon 
coarse  cottons,  under  the  expectation  that,  in  three 
years,  these  manufactures  would  reach  such  ma- 
turity that  they  could  sustain  themselves,  with  the 
aid  of  a  smaller  duty.     And,  accordingly,  the  act 
of  1816  declared,  that,  after  June,  1819,  it  should  be 
reduced  to  20  per  cent. ;  but,  after  continuing  the 
25  percent,  bv  a  subsequent  act,  now  in  the  eighth 
year,  so  far  nrom  being  able  to  do  wiih  a  lesser 
duty,  we  are  called  upon  to  increase  the  duty  and 
create  a  minimum  in  relation  to  wool.     Thus,  as 
they   grow  in  years,    they  seem    to   decrease   in 
strength  ;  and  so  far  from  affording  revenue,  they 
cannot  exist  under  a  diminution  of  duty.     So  far 
':  from  this,  they  call  aloud  for  an  increase  of  duty,  as 
necessary  to  their  very  existence.     No,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, the  deficit  must  be  supplied  by  a  direct  tax. 
The  reasoning  which  could   convince  Congress 
that  it  was  right  to  impose  high  duties  on  foreign 
goods,  to  aid  our  manufactures,  would  be  strong 
enough  to  prove,  that  they  ought  not  to  be  de- 
pressed, as  their  advocates  would  say,  by  an  ex- 
1  cise.     And  thus  the  community  would  be  doubly 
I  taxed  :  first,  by  the  high  prices  which  they  must 
I  pay  for  domestic  manufactures,  in  consequence  of 
I  the  foreign   being  excluded    by  our  duties;  and, 
j  secondly,  by  the  tax  which  mu>t  be  paid  to  supply 
I  the  deficiency  in   the  revenue,  produced    by  the 
I  same  exclusion  of  foreign  goods.     Whereas,  had 
j  foreign  goods  been  not  excluded,  they  would  have 
j  purchased  them  at  a  cheaper  price  than  the  domes- 
I  tic,  and  have  saved  that  difference  in  price.     And 
even  of  the  price  that  they  would  have  paid  for 
them,  a  part  would,  in  the  shape  of  impost  duty, 
have  gone  into  the  Treasury,  and  thus  there  would 
be  no  deficiency  to  supply,  by  them,  in  the  shape 
of  direct  taxation.     But,  to  give  the  gentlemen  aU 
they  ask  for,  let  us  suppose  that  an  excise  could 
be  imposed  upon  domestic  manufactures,  what,  let  . 
me  ask,  have  we  gained  ?     Surely  I  need  not  at- 
tempt to  prove  to  the  Committee,  that  the  great 
body  of  the  community  who  are  consumers,  would, 
as  such,  ultimately  pay  this  tax  too.    And  thus, 
after  losing  all  the  difference  between  the  high 
price  at  which  we  have  to  buy  the  domestic  arti- 
cles, and  the  low  price  at  which  we  could  have 
bought  the  foreign,  in  supplying  the  deficit  in  rev- 
enue, occasioned  by  the  exclusion  of  the  foreign, 
we  have  the  high  privilege  of  being  taxed  with 
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excise,  instead  of  imposts.  The  loss  to  us,  in  this 
arrangement,  I  can  easily  perceive,  but  the  grain  I 
cannot,  unless  it  be  the  gain  of  a  more  disagree- 
able, instead  of  a  more  agreeable  mode  of  taxation. 
Mr.  Chairman,  are  the  people  of  this  country 

f)repared,  in  time  of  peace,  for  a  direct  tax,  and 
or  an  excise,  or  for  cither? 

Sir,  we  know,  from  actual  experience,  that  they 
are  both  more  expensive  in  collection,  and  that 
the  direct  tax  being  by  numbers  amongst  the 
States,  is  unequal  in  its  operation  ;  we  know  that 
they  are  more  inconvenient,  and  that  the  direct 
tax  subject-s  us  to  the  intrusive  visit  of  the  tax- 
gatherer,  whilst  the  impost  is  included  in  the  ar- 
ticles which  we  purchase,  and  that  its  payment  is 
an  act  of  volition.  In  relation  to  excise,  though 
Enn[land  raised,  according  to  Mr.  Lowe,  27,000,(XX) 
sterling,  equal  to  §120,000,000,  by  excise,  m  1823, 
though  there  are  now  twenty-five  different  arti- 
cles subject  to  excise  in  that  oppressed  kingdom, 
yet,  sir,  we  know  that  an  attempt  to  impose  an  ex- 
cise on  tobacco,  in  the  reign  of  George  II.,  was 
considered  by  some  of  her  best  patriots  as  danger- 
ous to  the  constitution  ;  that  its  defeat  was  cele- 
brated with  rejoicings;  that  Walpole,  the  Minis- 
ter who  proposed  it,  was  burned  in  effigy;  and 
that  he  abandoned  it,  because  he  thought  it  could 
not  be  carried  into  execution  without  an  armed 
force.  True  it  is,  sir,  that  the  people  of  England 
are  now  obliged  to  bear  it  in  multiplied  forms;  I 
thank  God  that  it  is  not  our  condition,  and  I  ho|)e 
never  will  be.  But  gentlemen  say  that  this  bill 
will  increase  the  wealth  of  the  nation  ;  I  readily 
admit  that  it  will  increase  the  profits,  and,  conse- 
quently, the  wealth  of  the  capitalists,  whose  capi- 
tal is  invested  in  manufactures  ;  I  admit,  also,  that 
these  establishments  may  afford  some  advantage, 
to  a  few  hundreds,  perhaps  thousands  of  persons, 
who  reside  contiguously  to  them ;  but  I  utterly 
deny  that  it  will  increase  the  aggregate  wealth  of 
the  nation.  And  here,  Mr.  Chairman,  though  I 
fear  it  may  be  somewhat  unpalatable,  I  must  beg 
leave  to  introduce  some  principles  of  political 
economy. 

The  sum  of  my  doctrines,  on  this  subject,  is  this: 
that  the  wealth  of  a  nation  is  an  aggregate  of  the 
wealth  of  the  individuals  who  compose  if;  this  is 
as  plain  a  principle  as  that  the  whole  is  made  up 
of  its  pans.  That  there  is  an  instinct  implanted 
in  man,  the  master-spring  of  his  actions,  which, 
through  life,  impels  him  to  a  perpetual  endeavor  to 
better  hiscondition  ;  that  this  principle,  acting  alike 
upon  all,  without  concert,  and  without  even  look- 
ing to  the  public  interest,  every  man  in  society  is 
constantly  endeavoring  to  increase  his  portion  of 
wealth,  and,  consequently,  every  man  is  laborin«y 
to  add  to  the  stock  of  public  wealth — an  increase 
of  a  whole  being  the  inevitable  result  of  an  in- 
crease of  all  its  parts.  From  these  principles,  this 
corollary  is  deduced;  that  Government  should 
never  interfere  but  in  matters  of  Slate  ;  that,  in  re- 
lation to  the  internal  police  of  a  country,  it  has 
done  all  that  is  required  of  it,  all  that  it  ought  to 
do,  when  it  has  secured  to  its  citizens  their  per- 
sonal liberty  and  private  property,  and  an  im- 
partial administration  of  justice;  that,  as  to  the 


appropriation   of   his   skill,  capital,  and    labor, 
he  ought  to  be  left  as  free  as  the  air  which  he 
breathes,    subject   to     no   other   limitation,   than 
one  which   may  be  expressed    in  one  maxim  of 
the  civil  law  :  ''  So  use  thy  own  as  not  to  injure 
another's."     Now,  sir,  no  gentleman  will  contend 
that  the  instinct  which  I  have  mentioned,  does  not 
prompt  every  man  to  desire  to  improve  his  condi- 
tion ;  upon  this  point  I  have  the  law  of  nature  on 
my  side.     Before,  then,  it  can  be  justified  to  in- 
voke the  aid  of  Government  upon  this  subject,  it 
is  incumbent  on  those  who  would  do  so,  to  prove 
that  Government  knows  better  how  to  direct  this 
desire,  which  all  acknowledge  to  be  universal, 
than  the  individual  citizens  themselves.    This  they 
cannot  do  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  I  think  it  can  be 
clearly  shown,  not  only  that  Government  does  not 
know  better,  but   that   it  does  not   know  so  well ; 
nay,  that,  in  the  nature  of  things,  it  is,  and  must 
be,  wholly  incompetent  to  the  task.     As  gentle- 
men will  probably  reject  the  authority  ot  books, 
I  will  resort  to  other  proof — to  the  experience  of 
;  all  who  hear  me,  and,  particularly,  to  our  practi- 
I  cal  experience  during  this  very  discussion.     Not 
1  having  the  property  of  the  fabled  ring  of  Midas, 
I  which  converted  every  thing  which  it  touched  in- 
to gold,  we  cannot,  by  a  legislative  fiat,  create 
the  capital;  the  only  possible  remaining  method, 
then,  by  which  it  can  be  contended  that  the  inter- 
ference of  Government  can   add    to   the   public 
wealth,   is,  by   increasing   the  productiveness  of 
capital,  by  directing  it  to  a  more  profitable  appli- 
cation.    Now,  sir,  I  would  ask,  can  any  member 
of  this  Committee,  can  the  whole  Committee  uni- 
ted, give  me  an  answer  to  the  following  questions? 
What  is  the  average  rate  of  profit  of  the  great  de- 
partments of  industry,  agriculture,  manufactures, 
commerce,  and  navigation  7     What  is  the  partic- 
ular rate  of  profit  in  each  1     What  is  the  particu- 
lar rate  of  profit  in   the  different  kinds  of  manu- 
facture, such  as  iron,  wool,  cotton,  &c  ?     What  is 
the  cause  of  the  ditference  in  the  profit  of  differ- 
ent   manufacturing    establishments    engaged    in 
manufacturing  the  same  materials?     Does  that 
difiference  arise  from  the  diflVrence  in  capital,  or 
in  machinery,  or  in  industry,  or  in  skill,  or  in 
economy  ?     What  is  the  rate  of  profit  in   Eng- 
land in  the  different  kinds  of  manufactures,  which 
come  into  competition  with  ours  of  the  same  kind  ? 
Is  it  greater  or  less  than  ours  ;  and   how  much 
greater  or  less  ?     What  is  the  precise  amount  of 
the  advantage  or  disadvantage  produced  by  the 
comparative  manufacturing  facilities  in  England 
and  the  United  States  ,'     Is  it  not  manifest,  that, 
before  we  are  prepared  to  settle  ihe  various  ques- 
tions arising  out  of  a  tariff"  designed   to  encour- 
age domestic  industry,   that  we  must   be  able  to 
answer  all   these  questions,  and   many   more  of 
a  similar  character?     And,  yet,  sir,  it  must  be 
apparent    that    these   things  are  not    within   the 
scope  of  human  possibility.     Now  to  exemplify  : 
the  manufacturers   ask  for  protection  ;    a  given 
sum  is  proposed  as  a  duty;  the  commercial  inter- 
est, as  well   as  the  agricultural,  allege  that  the 
profit  of  the  manufacturer  is  already  larger  than 
theirs.    Who  amongst  us  can  tell  what  is  the  profit 
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of  either?  and,  if  we  cannot,  how  do  we  know 
whether  protection  is  needed  ?  and,  if  it  be,  how 
much  ?  Again,  the  wool-grower  asks  a  protect- 
ing duty  to  his  wool ;  the  manufacturer  exclaims 
that  the  rate  proposed  will  prostrate  his  manufac- 
ture. What  data  have  we  upon  which  to  decide 
between  them. 

I  could  furnish  a  practical  exemplification  of 
our  incompetency  to  this  task,  drawn  from  the 
impossibility  of  answering  each  of  the  questions 
which  I  have  put.     These  will  illustrate  the  truth 
for  which  I  am  contending,  namely,  that  the  pro- 
posed system,  as  it  is  without  our  sphere  of  action, 
so  it  is  beyond   our  means  of  information.     But 
whilst  we  are  thus  without  the  necessary  informa- 
tion, as  to  all  these  complicated  subjects,  each  in- 
dividual in   his  own  immediate  and  separate  pur- 
suit, has,  or  may  have,  all  the  information  required, 
in  relation  to  his  business.     To  individuals,  then, 
let  us  leave  it,  with   the  assurance,   that,  as  they 
have  the  desire  to  give  their  capital  and  labor  the 
most  profitable  direction,  so  they  can  much  more 
surely  find  out  that  application  than  we  can.     If 
Government  interfere,  it  must  be  either  by  turning 
to  manufactures  capital  not  now  so  invested,  or 
by  aiding  that  which  is  now  so  employed.     If  the 
reasoning  which  I  have  just  presented  be  correct, 
then  as  to  the  new  capital,  the  interference  is  in- 
jurious, because  the  individual  would  have  so  ap- 
propriated it,  if  such  appropriation  had  been  the 
raost  beneficial.    As  to  the  capital  already  invested 
in  manufactures,  if  it  already  produced  to  its  own- 
er an  average  profit,  then  nothing  could  be  more 
unjust  than  to  increase  that  profit  at  the  expense 
of  the  community.     If  it  did  not  produce  the  av- 
erage profit,  then  it  is  clear  that  the  same  capi- 
tal would  contribute  more  to  the  stock  of  public 
wealth,  if  it  were  applied  in  some  other  way.    The 
interference  of  Government  must,  then,  either  be 
unjust  or  injurious.     But  it  is  said  that  the  com- 
munity will   be  compensated  by  any  temporary 
loss  arising  from  the  aid   to  manufactures,  by  the 
ultimate  reduction  in  price,  produced  by  the  do- 
mestic  competition.     And,  in  proof  of  this,  we 
are  triumphantly  told  of  the  reduction  in  the  price 
of  coarse  cottons.     In  the  first  place  I  would  re- 
mark that,  however  the  price  may  be  reduced,  this 
very  bill  proposes  to  increase  the  minimum  upon 
coarse  cottons ;  which  would  seem  to  show  that 
they  yet  wanted  more  protection.    But  let  me  ask, 
if  the   coarse  cottons  have  fallen   in  the  United 
States,  have  they  not  also  fallen  in  England,  and 
to  a  price  lower  than  with  us?     The  best  proof 
which  gentlemen  could  give  us,  would  be,  to  re- 
peal  the  minimum;  a  proposition  which,  I  dare 
say,  we  shall  not  hear  from  them.     I  do  not  mean 
to  contend,  sir,  that  domestic  competition  will  not 
ultimately  reduce  the  price — but  our  misfortune 
is  this,  that  the  high  profits  at  first  resulting  from 
increa>ed  duties,  allure  many  persons  to  embark 
in  the  competition  with  insufficient  or  small  cap- 
ital, or  carry  too  much  capital  into  that  pursuit,  and 
when  the  reduction  in  price  commences,  before  it 
has  reached  ius  minimum,  and  >uch  an  one  as  the 
foreign  article  might  be  bought  for,  the  small  capi- 
talists are  overpowered  in  the  competition,  by  the 


large  ones  ,and  they  again  cry  out  to  us,  Help  us,  or 
we  sink.  This  is  not  fancy,  sir,  but  fact.  The 
Waltham  factory  asks  for  no  aid;  the  memorial 
from  Delaware  does.  It  asks  for  protection  to  the 
woollen  manufactures,  that  a  part  of  the  redundant 
capital  invested  in  those  of  cotton,  may  flow  over 
into  those  of  wool.  Thus,  sir,  we  go  on,  in  a  con- 
tinued circle.  Large  profits,  it  seems,  allure  too 
much  capital  to  a  given  pursuit.  Assoon  as  by  com- 
petition those  profits  begin  to  decline,  and  we  hope 
to  realize  the  promise  of  a  minimum  price,  and 
thus  receive  the  equivalent  for  our  loss  in  the  in- 
termidiate  high  prices,  we  are  called  on  to  save 
those  who  are  likely  to  be  crushed  in  the  struggle  ; 
that  is,  we  must  sustain  all  our  manufact'urera 
against  a  foreign  competition  ;  and  we  must  sus- 
tain the  smaller  capitalist  against  the  domestic 
competitions.  ' 

But,  it  is  said  that  this  system  will  increase 
domestic  industry.  If  I  have  succeeded  in  show- 
ing that  it  will  not  increase  the  public  wealth  or 
capital  of  the  nation,  then,  sir,  it  is  utterly  impos- 
sible that  it  can  increase  the  national  industry  ;  it 
is  the  capital  which  calls  that  industry  into  action, 
which  furnishes  its  inducement  and  its  reward  ; 
and,  to  say  that  labor  will  be  increased,  whilst 
the  capital  of  the  country  is  not  only  not  increas- 
ed, but,  as  1  think  I  have  shown,  is  diminished, 
would  be  as  great  a  solecism  in  political  economy, 
as  to  say  that  population  could  be  increased,  whilst 
the  food  of  the  country  was  diminished  ;  as  the 
food  supports  population,  so  capital  supports  labor. 
It  will  certainly  divert  a  portion  of  labor  from 
one  pursuit  to  another  ;  it  will  certainly  increase 
the  profits  of  the  manufacturing  capitalist ;  but  it 
does  not  increase  the  whole  stock  of  the  wealth 
of  the  nation  ;  it  gives  only  to  all  the  laborers  the 
usual  rate  of  wages,  about  equal  to  their  mainten- 
ance ;  and  that  maintenance  they  might  have  ac- 
quired in  some  other  labor,  either  for  themselves 
or  for  others. 

It  is  argued  that  it  will  furnish  a  better  and  a 
more  steady  market  to  the  agriculturists.     Let  us 
examine  this  pretension.     The  agricultural  pro- 
duce consists  either  of  food,  or  of  the  materials  of 
manufacture;  so  far  as  it  consists  of  food,  there  is 
no  increase  of  consumers  ;  for,  as  it  has  heexx  well 
said  in  one  of  the  memorials  sent  to  this  House, 
we  now  feed  them  all,  and  we  can  do  no  more. 
The  argument,  however,  proceeds  upon  the  as- 
sumption, that  a  portion  of  labor  now  engaged  in 
agriculture,  will  be  transferred  to  manufactures; 
and   thus,  the  quantity  of  agricultural   produce 
being  diminished,  there  will  be  a  better  price  for 
the  remainder.     This  is  indeed  a  consoling  pro- 
mise I     With  countless  millions  of  fertile  land  yet 
uncleared,  a  part  of  that  now  in  cultivation  is  to 
be  deserted;  then   it  must  remain  in  a  state  of 
waste  and  desolation,  for,  whence  is  to  be  de- 
rived the  labor  to  cultivate  it,  in  lieu  of  that  which 
has  gone  to  manufactures  ?     Can  that  system  be 
a  sound  one,  which  proposes,  not  only  to  arrest 
our  progress  in  clearing  new  lands,  but  even  to 
diminish  the  area  of  our  present  cultivation  ? 

But,  after  all,  what  is  to  be  the  number  of  our 
new  consumers  ?     We  have  no  data,  on  which  to 
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estimate,  with  any  thing  like  accuracy,  the  num- 
ber of  persons  engaged  in  manufactures.     I  speak 
now  ot  regular  manufacturing  establishments  of 
articles  for  sale.     The  Committee  of  Commerce 
and   Manufactures,   in   1815,  reported,  that  there 
were  then  100.000  persons  engaged  in  the  cotton 
manufacture;  probably   the   whole  number  em- 
ployed in  the  different  manufactures,  might  now 
be  estimated  at  200,000;  but  these  ought  not  to  be 
included  in  our  calculation,  as  they  now  consume 
our  food,  without  the  aid  of  this  bill.   Let  us  sup- 
pose that  the  encouragement  afforded  by  this  bill, 
should,  in  some  two  or  three  years,  transfer  100  000 
persons  from  agriculture  to  manufactures.     Here 
we  have  this  number  of  new  consumers  to  feed. 
What   perceptible  advantage,   let   me  ask,   will 
this    small  number  afford   to   the    agriculturist? 
Particularly,  when  the  same  cause  that  creates 
this  new  demand    for   food    increases   the   price 
of   every   article   which    the    agriculturist   con- 
sumes?    Let  me  illustrate  by  an  example.     I  will 
suppose  that  a  bbl.  of  flour,  which  before  brought 
five  dollars,  shall  then  command  six ;  but  the  yard 
of  cloth,  which  before  brought  five  dollars,  now 
costs  six,  and  thus  the  account  is  balanced,  even 
upon  the  favorable  supposition,  for  the  advocates 
of  the  bill,  that  this  enhancement  of  price,  in  ag- 
ricultural produce,  will  take  place.     But  we  have 
a  much  better  prospect  of  new  consumers,  from 
our  increase  of  population.     Supposing  it  to  have 
been,  in  1820,   10,000,000— as  it  has  been  ascer- 
tained that  we  double  in  a  period  of  about  twenty- 
three  years — it  will  be  found  that  there  must  be 
an  annual  increase  of  upwards  of  400,000  persons. 
But  it  is  estimated  that,  in  the  healthiest  coun- 
tries, one  in  fifty  will  annually  die.     This,  upon 
a  capital  of  10,000,000,  will,  annually,  be  200.000. 
To  make,  then,  an  actu^  addition   of  400,000, 
there  must,  of  the  children  annually  born,  at  least 
600,000  survive.     Counting,  then,  from   1820  to 
1830,  a  period  often  years,  there  would  be  6,000,- 
000  of  persons,  as  consumers,  not  one  of  whom 
would  be  producers,  none  having  yet  passed  ten 
vears  of  age.     It  is  true  that  a  number  of  those 
born    in    the   preceding   period,   say    from    1810, 
would  be  annually  coming  into  the  class  of  labor- 
ers, by  reaching  the  age  for  labor;   but,  then,  it 
must  be  remembered  that  they  were  the  progmy 
of  the  capital  of  population  in   1810,  whiclf,  for 
round  numbers,   1  will  call  7,000,000.     And,  be- 
sides those  who  are  successively,  by  age.  pa>sino- 
beyond  the  period  of  labor,  one-half  of'the  whole 
number  are  to  be  presumed  to  be  females,  who, 
for  the  most  part,  are  engaged  in  household  occu- 
pations,   and    not    contributing    to    field    labor. 
Taking,  then,  into  estimate  that  the  stock  of  those 
annually  coming   into  the   laboring  class,  was, 
originally,  from  a  capital  of  7,000,000,  whilst  the 
number  of  new  consumers  was  from  a  capital  of 
10,000.000;  that  the  new  laborers  are  subject  to 
the  deductions  which  I  have  mentioned,  and  the 
new  consumers  have  to  be  added  to  th»'ir  number 
the  number  necessary  to  supply  the  annual  defi- 
ciency, by  death,  of  200,000,  it  will  be  seen  that 
the  number  of  consumers  is  constantly  increasing 
in  an  immense  proportion  beyond  the  new  pro- 


ducers; and  hence,  gentlemen  may  perceive  that, 
where  population  is  not  checked,  the  natural 
course  of  things  is  perpetually  furnishing  a  cor- 
rective to  the  complaint  of  surplus  food  without  a 
market.  Again,  by  way  of  quieting  gentlemen's 
apprehensions  upon  that  subject,  let  me  tell  them 
that  the  whole  of  the  flour  exported,  during  the 
last  year,  would  scarcely  more  than  feed  the 
whole  population  of  the  British  Isles  for  one 
fortnight. 

As  Tar  as  the  agricultural  produce  consists  of 
materials  of  manufacture,  as  we  now  have  a  mar- 
ket for  all,  it  would  only  be  an  exchange  of  the 
foreign  for  the  domestic  market.  If,  for  example, 
we  did  not  purchase  the  cotton  manufactures  of 
Britain,  she  would  not  need  the  material  of  which 
that  part  formerly  purchased  by  us  wan  made; 
and  so  of  other  articles.  The  effect  of  gradually 
displacing  foreign  commodities,  by  the  use  of  do- 
mestic, would  be  in  proportion  to  the  extent  of 
that  exclusion,  to  cut  off*  the  commerce  between 
this  and  foreign  countries:  and,  with  the  com- 
merce, our  navigation  interest  would  go  down,  as 
the  one  furnishes  the  necessary  measure  of  the 
other.  These  would  be  the  necessary  conse- 
quences of  the  favorite  doctrine  of  gentlemen,  that 
we  ought  to  be  independent  of  foreign  nations. 
Now,  ail  commerce  implies  reciprocal  depend- 
ence; that  is,  it  implies  that  each  country,  carry- 
ing it  on,  has  something  that  the  other  wants,  and 
which  they  mutually  receive  as  equivalents.  If 
this  be  the  kind  of  dependence  objected  to,  then, 
the  independence  sought  for,  implies  that  there  is 
to  be  no  commerce.  When  there  shall  be  no  for- 
eign commerce,  we  shall  have  scarcely  any  ton- 
nage engaged  in  foreign  trade,  in  time  of  peace 
there  being  but  little  carrying  trade,  except  when 
a  general  European  war  should  give  us  that  trade 
for  the  belligerents;  what,  then,  would  become  of 
our  800,000  tons  of  shipping  now  engaged  in  the 
foreign  commerce  of  the  United  States? 

But  fearful  apprehensions  are  entertained  from 
our  imports  exceeding  our  exports.  The  amount 
of  import"^,  for  1823,  was  .S;77,579,267,  and  of  our 
exports,  §74,009,030.  The  excess  of  imports  over 
exports  being  apparently  near  :$3,00< t,0(K).  But 
this  is  only  in  appearance;  for,  both  imports  and 
exports  are  estimated  at  their  value  at  the  place  of 
exportation.  Now,  as  we  mainly  transported  all 
in  our  own  ships,  there  is  nothing  to  be  added  to 
our  imports  on  account  of  freight;  but  the  value 
of  freight,  upon  our  exports,  is  to  be  added,  be- 
cause, having  done  nearly  seven-eighths  our- 
selves, the  articles  would  be  sold  tor  as  much 
more,  in  the  foreign  market,  than  they  were  worth 
at  home,  as  the  freight  amounted  to;  which 
would  more  than  cover  the  apparent  deficiency. 
Again,  sir,  even  if  the  imports  did  exceed  the  ex- 
ports, it  does  not  at  all  necessarily  follow,  that  we 
are  carrying  on  an  unprofitable  commerce.  If  the 
imports  are  used  as  articles  of  consumption,  then 
it  would  be  injurious.  But,  if  they  are  of  a  char- 
acter to  increase  the  productive  powers  of  the 
country,  in  a  subsequent  year,  then  the  trade  is 
beneficial,  and  the  excess  only  operates  as  a  loan 
to  that  amount  of  foreign  capital.     A  practical 
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exemplification  of  this  truth  may  be  found  in  the 
history  of  the  United  States  previous  to  the  Revo- 
lutionary war,  when  we  were  constantly  in  debt 
to  Great  Britain,  and  yet  increasing  in  wealth 
with  unexampled  rapidity. 

Mr.  Chairman,  in  the  discussion  of  this  subject 
we  are  always  told  that,  whatever  theorists  may  , 
say,  experience  proves  that  great  poverty  has  been  i 
the  fate  of  those  nations  which  did  not  encourage 
manufactures,  and  great  wealth  the  lot  of  those 
which  did  ;  and  Spain  and  England  have  been 
uniformly  presented  as  striking  examples ;  the 
first  of  poverty,  and  the  second  of  wealth,  which 
is  ascribed  to  their  different  policy  in  this  respect. 
Let  us  first  investigate  the  causes  of  the  poverty 
of  Spain.  Unhappy  country  !  What  a  contrast 
it  presents  to  its  former  self!  The  time  was, 
when  it  was  the  terror  of  all  Europe;  when  it 
commanded  the  resources  of  Spain  proper,  the 
Netherlands,  Sicily,  Sardinia,  Naples,  and  both 
the  Indies  ;  when,  in  the  great  struggle  between 
the  rival  houses  of  Bourbon  and  Austria,  the  bal- 
ance of  power  in  Europe  was  endangered  ;  when 
Uueen  Elizabeth,  and  the  whole  English  nation, 
trembled  at  the  approach  of  her  invincible  Ar- 
mada. Now,  what  is  her  condition  ?  Prostrate, 
debased,  a  vassal  province  to  France.  Now,  in- 
deed, is  verified  the  famous  saying  of  Louis  XIV. 
There  are  no  longer  any  Pyrenees.  And,  even 
in  the  19ih  century,  the  benighted  mind  of  a  part 
of  its  population  makes  them  cling  to  the  Inquisi- 
tion ;  but  his  Holiness,  the  Pope,  refuses  to  com- 
ply with  their  request  to  re-establish  it.  Let  me 
assign  some  of  the  most  prominent  causes  of  this 
fallen  condition.  It  is  owing,  in  part,  to  the  big- 
otry of  the  Government,  to  the  superstition  of  her 
people,  and  to  the  Catholic  religion.  Look  over 
the  map  of  Europe,  you  will  find  the  Catholics 
much  more  numerous  than  the  Protestants.  And 
yet  how  infinite  the  difference  in  national  indus- 
try in  favor  of  the  Protestants !  What  comparison 
is  there  between  the  products  of  labor  of  the  Flem- 
ings, the  French,  and  northern  Italians,  on  the  one 
side;  and  the  Sile^ians,  Saxons,  the  Prussians,  and 
Englishmen,  on  the  other  ?  In  Ireland,  we  are 
told,  the  linen,  the  only  great  manufacture,  is  in 
the  hands  of  the  Protestants.  Sir,  it  is  said,  the 
endless  holidays  in  the  Catholic  religion  seriously 
interfere  with  labor.  The  gold  and  silver  of  Mex- 
ico and  South  America  have  been  to  them  a  mis- 
fortune. While  it  stimulated  the  industry  of  the 
rest  of  Europe,  it  furnished  the  means  to  the  kings 
of  Spain  of  carrying  on  wars  of  mad  ambition,  it 
daz/led  the  nation  with  the  glare  of  boundless 
wealth,  and  destroyed  the  elastic  spring  of  indus- 
try. Every  galleon  which  crossed  the  ocean  car- 
ried with  it  apparent  wealth,  but  the  cause  of  ul- 
timate poverty.  Spain,  in  her  folly,  banished 
from  the  kingdom  the  Jews  who  conducted  her 
commerce;  and  in  the  early  part  of  the  17th  cen- 
tury a  million  of  Moors,  the  most  industrious  of 
her  people  in  agriculture  and  manufactures.  These 
exiles  carried  with  them  their  wealth,  their  skill, 
and  industry.  Examine,  sir,  the  structure  of  her 
Government,  and  her  internal  regulations.  Her 
king,  her  nobles,  her  clergy,  under  papal  bondage; 


the  people  without  education  ;  the  two  orders  of 
nobility  and  clergy,  with  one  third  of  the  land  of 
the  kin<jdom  locked  up  in  perpetual  inalienability. 
Some  idea  of  the  operation  of  this  latter  cause 
may  be  formed  from  the  experience  of  the  French 
revolution.  There,  too,  a  third  of  the  land  of  the 
kingdom  was  in  the  hands  of  the  privileged  or- 
ders, and  inalienable.  The  French  revolution, 
though  it  produced  some  tremendous  shocks,  has 
left  some  valuable  monuments  to  its  memory. 
The  national  domain  was  confiscated  and  sold, 
and  millions  of  people,  in  consequence,  became 
the  owners  of  the  soil.  Who  can  doubt  that  but 
for  this,  upon  the  restoration  of  the  Bourbon  dy- 
nasty, all  the  former  abuses,  and  the  whole  an- 
cient regime,  would  have  been  restored  with  them? 
To  return  to  Spain.  The  taxes  of  the  kingdom, 
the  most  oppressive  in  their  manner  of  being  laid 
and  collected,  and  almost  the  whole  borne  by  the 
people;  while  the  privileged  orders  were  exempt, 
or  nearly  so  !  Take  a  particular  tax  upon  the 
sale  of  commodities  repeated  at  every  new  sale, 
insomuch  that  an  article,  in  its  various  transfers, 
has  been  taxed  ten,  ay,  twelve  different  times. 
Consider  the  monstrous  and  absiird  practice  grown 
into  a  prescriptive  right  in  favor  of  the  privileged 
orders,  called  the  Mesta,  by  which  they  are  at  lib- 
erty, at  will,  to  have  thousands  and  myriads  of 
sheep  driven  through  the  different  provinces  for 
the  benefit  of  pasturage;  the  most  defective  ad- 
ministration of  justice,  perhaps,  in  the  civilized 
world,  which  we  know  sooner  than  any  other 
cause,  to  destroy  all  credit  in  the  transactions  of 
men.  Its  agriculture,  sir,  is  at  as  low  an  ebb  as 
its  manufactures,  and  it  is  ascribable  to  the  same 
causes.  These,  sir.  are  the  outlines  of  the  picture 
of  Spain.  The  effect  of  all  these  causes  is,  in  a 
great  degree,  to  destroy  that  master-spring  of  hu- 
man exertion — the  certainty  that  we  shall  reap 
the  profits  of  our  labor.  No  man  can  feel  this  cer- 
tainty, who  does  not  enjoy  security  of  person  and 
property.  The  Spanish  people  are  under  the 
yoke  of  a  political,  a  regal,  and  a  papal  bondage. 
Look  at  England  herself,  while  she  wore  the 
chains  of  feudal  vassalage,  and  you  will  find  that 
the  active  spirit  of  industry  which  now  achieves 
so  much,  then  almost  lay  dormant.  Agriculture, 
manufactures,  and  every  kind  of  industry,  moved 
with  a  sluggish  pace.  A  new  era  commenced, 
and  all  the  natural  consequences  followed. 

And  this,  sir,  brings  me  to  examine  the  ex- 
amples which  England  offers  to  our  contempla- 
tion. The  first  view  which  I  shall  present  on  this 
subject,  has  reference  to  the  statistics  of  the  two 
countries.  The  population  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  according  to  Lowe,  for  1823,  was  21,- 
500,000.  But,  as  the  statement,  in  relation  to  Ire- 
land, was  conjectural,  and  that  of  Great  Britain 
official,  I  will  take  that  as  the  subject  of  compari- 
son ;  Great  Britain,  then,  in  1823,  had  a  popula- 
tion of  14,500,000,  and  165  to  the  square  mile; 
dividing  the  population  by  the  number  to  the 
square  mile,  we  find  the  number  of  square  miles 
to  be  less  than  90,000;  the  population  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  for  round  numbers,  I  will  state  at 
10,000,000.     If  we  take  the  whole  territory  of  the 
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United  States,  including  the  boundless  region  be- 
yond the  Mississippi,  it  is  estimated  by  Seybert  at 
2,000,000  square  miles,  and  the  population  would 
be  a  fraction  less  than  5  to  the  square  mile.     Can 
it,  Mr.  Chairman,  be  correct  for  us,  with  a  terri- 
tory so  large,  and  a  population  so  thin,  to  follow 
the  example  of  Great  Britain,  with  a  territory  so 
small  and  a  population  so  dense?     I  had  thought 
that  examples  were  to  be  followed,  when  circum- 
stances were  alike  ;  but  here,  so  far  from  likeness, 
the  example  oflered   for   our   imitation  presents 
nothing  but  striking  contrast.     For  a  moment,  sir, 
allow  me  to  reverse  the  picture,  to  take  the  con- 
verse of  the  proposition  ;  suppose  that  it  was  form- 
ally proposed  in  the  British  Parliament,  that  Great 
Britain  should,  by  legislative  interference,  attempt 
to  turn  her  capital  and  labor  from  manufactures 
to  agriculture,  and  the  argument  offered  should 
be,  that  America  had  prospered    by  agriculture, 
what  would  be  thought  of  such  a  proposition?   The 


answer  would  be,  that  our  population,  compared  to 
territory,  points  to  manufactures  ;  so  here,  I  say, 
that  our  population,  compared  to  territory,  points 
to  agriculture;  when  a  population  equal  to  that 
of  Great  Britain  shall  be  found  in  New  York  and 
Pennsylvania,  which,  together,  contain  a  greater 
territory,  manufactures  will  spring  up  in  the  nat- 
ural course  of  things. 

Before  I  proceed  to  examine  the  various  causes 
which  have  contributed  to  the  wealth  of  Great 
Britain,  I  beg  leave  to  correct  gentlemen  as  to  the 
fact  of  manufactures  there  being  more  productive 
than  agriculture.     Mr.  Lowe,  in  his  work,  gives 
us  Coiquhoun's  estimate  of  the  property  created  in 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  in  1812,  which,  upon 
the  whole,  he  considers  as  about  a  fair  estimate 
for  1823.     The  aggregate  of  that  estimate  is  X430,- 
000,000;  of  this,  agriculture,  in  all  its  branches, 
including  pasture,  IS  put  down  at  £217,000,000; 
manufactures,  in  every  branch,  at  £114,000,000; 
thus,  it  appears  that,  including  pasture,  agriculture 
produces  more  than  manufactures,  and  every  means 
of  creating  property  put  together;  but  excluding 
pasture,  estimated  at  from  £80,000,000  to  £100,-  , 
000,000,  and  takmg  the  largest  sum,  still  agricul- 
ture produces  a  few  millions  of  pounds  sferling  ' 
more  than  manufactures  in  every  branch.     The 
same  book  gives  us  a  table  of  the  proportions  of 
population  engaged   in   different   pursuits;  from 
this   It  appears,  taking   the  year   1821,  that   the 
families  chiefly  engaged  in  agriculture  were  978  - 
656 ;  those  in  manufactures,  trade,  and   mechan- 
ical employment,  1,350,259;  the  average  estimate 
ot  a  family  being  hve  persons  to  each.     Thus  it 
appears,  if  you  take  the  whole  product  of  agricul- 
ture, it  exceeds  the  aggregate  of  all  other  products 
by  some  millions,  though  the  persons  engaged  in 
it  are  not  so  numerous,  by  more  than  a  nnllion 
and  an  half  of  people ;  1  do  not  mean  to  say  la- 
borers, because  the  estimate,  being  by  families,  in- 
cludes all  ages  and  sexes.     If  you  exclude  pastur- 
age from  the  agricultural  produce,  still  it  exceeds 
the   whole   product  of  manufactures;   ij,e   table 
does  not  lurm.-,h  us  with  the  number  engac^ed  in 
manulaciures  alone,  but,  if  we  allow  one  million 
eight  hundred  and  lifty  seven  thousand  fur  trade 


and  the  mechanical  arts,  which  seems  to  be  a  liberal 
one,  there  will  remain  as  many  in  manufactures  as 
in  agriculture.   With  all  the  boast,  then,  of  English 
writers,  of  the  productivenessof  manufactures,  here 
are  facts  stated   by  tliemselves,  which  bear  illus- 
trious evidence  in  favor  of  agriculture.     I  come 
now,  sir,  to  the  causes  which  have  enabled  Great 
Britain  to  take  the  lead,  in  the  career  of  European 
competition  for  wealth.     They  are  political,  re- 
ligious, and   physical.     Certain  great   events  in 
Europe,  over  which  she  had  no  control,  turned 
greatly  to  her  advantage;  the  revocation  of  the 
Edict  of  Nantes   by   Louis  X'.V.,  produced   by 
his  blind  intolerance,  drove  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  his  Protestant  subjects  out  of  his  kingdom  ;  the 
tyranny  and   oppression   of  Philip  II.  of  Spain, 
forced  multitudes  of  his  subjects  in  the  Netherlands 
to  quit  their  native  land  ;  the  exiles  from  both  these 
countries   took   refuge   in   Holland,  the   north  of 
Germany,  and  England — but  much    the   largest 
number  in   England;  they  carried  thither  with 
them,  besides  themselves,  much   active  industry, 
much  skill  in  the  most  valuable  manufactures,  and 
much  capital ;  the.«;e  seeds  were  sown  in  the  most 
favorable  soil   in    Europe  to  their  growth,  and 
they,  accordingly,  soon  sprung   up  in  some  lux- 
uriance.    Permit  me  to  pause  here  a  moment,  and 
contrast   England    with    Spain    in   this   regard; 
England  gained  people,  manufacturinn;  skill,  and 
capital,  by  the  folly  and  wickedness  ot  the  rulers 
of  foreign  nations  ;  Spain, on  the  contrary,  having 
all  these  advantages  in  her  own  bosom,  loat  them 
by  her  own  folly  and  wickedness,  by  the  expulsion 
of  the  Moors. 

Let  us  now  survey  the  English  Constitution 
and  Government.     Sue  at  an  early  period  estab- 
I  lished   the  reformed  religion,  the  advantages  of 
which  I  have  already  mentioned:  she  was  the 
I  only  country   in  Europe  which  had  a  represen- 
i  tative    body,    thereby    elevating   the   people  to  a 
I  share  in  political  liberty.     She  led    the   way   in 
I  the  abolition  of  the  feudal  system  ;  one  ol  the 
I  most  rapacious  and  unprincipled  Kings  that  she 
I  ever  had   even   contributed   to  this,  by  an  act  of 
,  cunning,  or  left-handed  wisdom,  as  my  Lord  Ba- 
I  con  would  call  it.     I  allude  to  Henry  VII.,  who, 
by  opening  the  way  to  the  alienation  of  lands,  de- 
signed  to   break  down  his  nobles,  without  seeing 
the  great  consequences   which  were   to  follow. 
Upon  the  abolition  of  the  feudal  system,  the  third 
estate  of  the  realm  began  to  acquire  property; 
this  stimulated  industry  of  every  kind  ;  a  spring 
was  given  to  commerce,  which,  as  early  as  the 
days  of  Elizabeth,  we  are  told  by  Lord  Boling- 
broke,  carried  the  English  over  all   the  known, 
and  even  into  the  till  then  unknown,  parts  of  the 
world— to  the  Dwina,  the  Volga,  across  the  Cas- 
pian sea,  into  Pt'r.->ia  to  the  coasts  of  Africa,  to 
the  East  Indies,  first  by  the  track  of  the  Venitians 
and  then  by  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  ;  though  the 
same  author  tells  us  that  in  the  reign  of  her  father 
Henry  VIII.,  the  English  were  obliged  to  hire  or 
borrow  ships  of  Hamburg,  Lubec,  Dantzic,  and 
other  places.     I  come  now  to  the  physical  causes, 
which  have  given  new  vigor  to  her  Uight,  new 
pinions  to  her  wings.     The  whole  kingdom  of 
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Great  Britain  is  an  island,  and  her  internal  navi- 
gation superior  to  that  of  any  country  of  equal 
extent  on  the  globe.  Her  insular  position  teems 
with  advantages.  Whilst  the  nations  of  the  con- 
tinent of  Europe,  for  purposes  of  safety,  were 
obliged  to  keep  up  standing  armies,  and  barriers 
of  fortified  towns,  which  have  been  happily  said 
to  be  like  armor  loo  heavy  to  be  borne,  which 
wastes  the  strength  of  those  who  bear  them,  Eng- 
land was  protected  by  a  continued  maritime  fron- 
tier, which  cost  her  nothing  to  defend  it  but  a 
navy.  Thus,  by  a  rare  fortune,  her  position  invited 
and  impelled  her  by  an  irresistible  destiny  to  the 
pursuits  of  commerce;  and  whil>t  in  quest  of 
commercial  gain,  formed,  by  means  of  her  mer- 
cantile marine,  a  perfect  nursery  of  seamen,  to 
man  that  very  navy,  which  served  her  in  lieu  of  a 
fortified  barrier,  not  only  with  less  expense,  but 
with  much  less  danger  to  the  Constitution,  than 
the  armies  and  barriers  of  the  continent.  The 
people  of  England,  then,  being  emancipated  from 
feudal  bondage,  participating  by  tlieir  Represt-nta- 
tives  in  the  Constitution  and  Government,  secure 
in  their  persons  and  property,  having  their  minds 
freed  from  the  fetters  of  popish  superstition,  a 
new,  and,  compared  with  the  rest  of  Europe,  an 
unexampled  degree  of  elasticity  was  communi- 
cated to  the  spring  of  their  industry  and  enter- 
prise. Operated  upon  by  these  impelling  moral 
and  political  causes,  and  aided  by  the  gift  of  Na- 
ture with  all  the  local  and  phyNical  advantages 
which  I  have  described,  it  is  not  surprising  that 
they  should,  as  they  did,  engage  in  tne  most  ex- 
tensive foreign  commerce,  and  acquire  the  largest 
mercantile  marine  in    the  world.     They  carried 

their  colonies  to  the  four  quarters  of  the  globe 

to  Europe,  Asia,  Africa,  and  America — some  for 
defence,  some  for  commercial  gain.  The  produc- 
tions of  many  of  these  colonies,  offering  new 
equivalents  for  the  productions  of  labor  at  home, 
created  new  stimulants  ;  these  new  products,  both 
of  the  parent  Statt  and  colonies,  enriched  her,  not 
only  by  themselves,  but  by  the  transportation  of 
them  respectively.  Thus, sir,  it  was  the  rich  and 
extensive  foreign  commerce  of  England,  produced 
by  the  causes  which  I  have  mentioned,  which 
contributed  essentially  to  the  increase  of  her 
wealth. 

If,  Mr.  Chairman,  wc  look  into  the  page  of  his- 
tory, we  shall  find  that  foreign  commerce  has 
been  a  fruitful  source  of  wealth,  in  ancient  as 
well  as  modern  times.  Look  at  Sidon  and  Tyre; 
at  Venice,  Genoa,  and  Pisa  ;  at  Lubec,  Hamburg, 
and  the  other  Hanse  towns.  See  to  what  a  pitch 
of  opulence  these  towns  were  each  carried  by  its 
aid.  Look,  sir,  at  the  Northern  States  of  this 
Union.  It  operates  as  a  cause  of  wealth,  by  giving 
increased  productiveness  to  the  agricultural  and 
other  labor  of  the  country  which  possesses  it,  by 
means  of  the  boundless  market  which  it  opens 
for  its  surplus  produce.  Where  its  own  country, 
either  from  the  poverty  or  smallness  of  its  terri- 
tory, has  no  such  surplus  produce,  it  is  actively 
engaged  in  effecting  an  exchange  of  the  produce 
of  foreign  countries,  and  thus  reciprocally  impart- 
ing value  to  that  which  each  wanted,  and  which 


each  had  to  spare.     When,  by  these  means,  capi- 
tal is  accumulated,  and  the  population  full,  then 
come  manufactures,  which,  as  they  cannot  exist 
without  capital,  necessarily  presuppose  its  previ- 
ous accumulation.     But  if,  in  the  tide  of  time, 
and  the  vicissitudes  of  human  affairs,  any  circum- 
stances turn  this  commerce  into  a  new  channel, 
the  capital  which  flowed  from  it,  takes  the  same 
direction,  and  the  manufactures,  which  depended 
for  their  existence  on  that  capital,  follow  in  its 
train,  and  associate  themselves  anew  with  it,  in 
its  new  habitation.     Accordingly,  Mr.  Chairman, 
in  the  Italian  cities,  and  Hanse  towns,  whilst  the 
capital    from    foreign  commerce   remained   with 
them,  so  did  manufactures  ;  but  since  its  departure, 
nothing  is  left  of  them  but  the  sad  memento  and 
melancholy  remembrance  of  their  former  opulence 
and  grandeur !     This  is  the  inevitable  course  of 
things,  and  you  might  as  well  attempt  to  arrest 
the  progress  of  the  earth,  by  the  stamp  of  the  foot,- 
as  to  attempt  to  alter  it.     Nothing,  then,  remains, 
after  these  sojourners  have  taken  their  flight,  but 
the  solid  agricultural  wealth  of  the  country  which 
possesses  it.     In  this  respect,  sir,  the  United  States 
enjoy  a  felicitous  position  in  the  scale  of  nations  ; 
possessed  of  a  territory  vast  in  extent  and  of  great 
fertility,  we   have  the  deep   foundations  of  our 
wealth  laid  upon  the  fixed  and  permanent  basis  of 
agricultural  labor ;  possessed  of  an  extensive  for- 
eign commerce,  which  lays  open  the  world  to  us, 
as  a  market  for  the  surplus  produce  of  that  labor, 
and  stimulates  its  productions  by  the  value  of  all 
the  diversified  commodities,  whether  of  comfort 
or  of  luxury,  which  it  offers  us  in  exchange,  our 
lot  is  cast  in  pleasant  places,  and,  if  we  wait  with 
patience,  and  enjoy  the  blessings  which  we  have, 
lime  and  circumstances  will  raise  up  manufac- 
tures  amongst   us,   when   the   condition   of  the 
country  shall  require  it. 

And  let  it  not  be  supposed,  sir,  that,  without 
great  extension  of  manufactures,  we  shall  be  with- 
out wealth.  Compare  Great  Britain  and  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  the  rapidity  of  their  progress  in  pros- 
perity— in  this  comparison,  the  question  is,  which 
of  the  two  countries  has  improved  most  rapidly, 
in  proportion  to  its  capital?  For,  as  in  each  the 
whole  annual  produce  (amounting,  in  Great  Brit- 
ain and  Ireland,  to  £350,000,000  sterling)  is  used 
either  as  revenue  for  actual  consumption,  or  for 
the  purpose  of  increasing  the  productive  industry 
of  the  country  in  subsequent  years,  the  increase 
of  wealth  is  to  be  measured  by  the  proportion 
which  that  improvement  bears  to  the  capital  of 
the  country.  lias  Great  Britain  made  as  great 
relative  progress  as  the  United  States  ?  The  ques- 
tion is  answered,  conclusively,  in  our  favor,  by 
looking  at  the  unexampled  increase  of  our  popu- 
lation, by  their  comforts  and  independence,  by  the 
continued  extension  of  our  settlements,  the  clear- 
ing of  new  lands,  the  consequent  enlargement  of 
the  area  of  cultivation,  and,  in  fine,  by  every 
circumstance  which  marks  the  rapid  growth  of  a 
country.  Go  back  forty  years,  and  take  the  ground 
which  each  then  occupied.  No  man  will  say  that 
we  have  not  moved  lurther  I'rom  our  then  posi- 
tion than  she  has  from  hers. 
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I  do  not  mean  to  say,  sir,  that  manufactures  do 
not  contribute  to  the  wealth  of  a  country,  that 
they  do  not  contribute  to  the  wealth  of  England. 
My  proposition  is,  that,  though  they  are  the  cause, 
they  were  first  themselves  an  effect.  English  cap- 
ital was  first  accumulated  ;  that  gave  rise  to  man- 
ufactures, and  they,  in  their  turn,  now  add  to  the 
public  wealth.  But  to  say  that  they  were  the 
primary  cause  of  that  wealth,  would  be  as  im- 
proper as  if  a  Boston  merchant,  who  had  accu- 
mulated a  million  of  dollars  by  commerce,  and 
then  invested  it  in  manufactures,  from  which  he 
received  a  profit,  were  to  say  that  manufactures 
were  the  cause  of  his  wealth.  But,  in  whatever 
way,  or  to  whatever  extent,  manufactures  may 
have  contributed  to  the  wealth  of  England,  it  is 
not  by  protecting  duties,  as  has  been  contended, 
that  they  have  been  sustained  in  Jier  competition 
with  Europe.  No.  sir,  the  causes  of  her  manufac- 
turing prosperity  have  a  much  deeper  source  than 
these.  They  are  found,  besides  the  political  cir- 
cumstances before  stated,  in  her  inexhaustible 
fund  of  coal,  and  other  natural  advantages,  and 
the  no  less  important  acquired  advantages  of  cap- 
ital and  machinery.  The  British  writers  them- 
selves ascribe  their  success  to  these  causes;  and 
the  Ministerial  expose  of  the  British  resources, 
published  in  1823,  distinctly  ascribes  it  to  their 
immense  superiority  in  capital  and  machinery, 
which  so  multiplies  human  industry,  says  the 
same  pamphlet,  as  to  render  the  cost  of  labor,  as 
compared  with  the  produce,  almost  wholly  msig- 
nificant. 

I  refer  to  the  same  pamphlet,  sir,  for  certain 
facts  which  conclusively  prove  to  me  the  ineffi- 
ciency of  protecting  duties.  In  1823,  the  exports 
of  linen  from  Great  Britain  were  only  about 
£2,300,000;  of  woollen,  about  X6,000,000 ;  and 
of  cotton,  £20,000.  Now,  sir,  upon  the  coarse 
linens,  there  is  an  actual  bounty  upon  exportation. 
As  to  woollen,  it  has  received  a  large  share  of  the 
paternal  care  of  the  British  Parliament,  from  the 
reign  of  the  First  Edward  to  the  present  time — a 
period  of  upwards  of  500  years.  It  has  been  a 
perfect  legislative  bantling  in  point  of  protecting 
duties;  yet  coUon,  the  export  of  which,  in  the 
year  1780,  did  not  much  exceed  £2,000,000,  has 
now  grown  to  half  the  amount  of  the  whole  ex- 
ports of  the  kingdom.  The  reason  is,  that,  from 
the  texture  of  cotton,  it  is  emphatically  fitted  for 
machinery,  and  hence  the  astonishing  increase  in 
its  manufacture. 

Let  us  now,  sir,  examine  the  manner  in  which 
wealth,  acquired  by  manufactures,  is  distributed. 
Some  years  a^o,  the  persons  engaged  in  manufac- 
turing cotton  in  England,  were  estimated  at  800  - 
000.  They  may  fairly  now,  from  the  extension, 
be  set  down,  at  least,  at  1,000,000.  It  would  be 
a  large  calculation  to  suppose,  that  50,000  of  that 
number  were  interested  m  the  capital ;  but  let 
the  profits  be  ever  so  great,  every  one  knows  that 
the  laborers  receive  only  wages,  and  that,  too, 
scarcely  enough  for  a  comfortable  maintenance. 
Of  consequence,  the  whole  profit  passes  into  the 
hands  of  the  capitalists'.  Here,  then,  of  1,000,000 
ot  persons,  50,(JOO  receive  the  profits,  whatever 


they  are,  and  950,000  receive  nothing  beyond  mere 
mamtenance.  Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  it  the  pol- 
icy of  this  country  to  concentrate  wealth  in  the 
hands  of  a  few,  or  to  give  it  the  utmost  possible 
diffusion  amongst  our  people?  We  have  been 
told  that  we  ought  to  have  an  American  policy. 
So  say  I,  sir.  This  system  suits  well  the  meridian 
of  Great  Britain.  It  does  not  suit  ours.  The 
immense  burdens  of  that  kingdom,  the  large  loans 
which  are  sometimes  necessary  to  be  effected,  make 
it  convenient  to  the  British  Government  to  have 
its  wealth  in  the  hands  of  a  few  large  capitalists. 
They  are  convenient  subscribers  to  a  large  loan  for 
the  service  of  Government,  or  for  a  subsidy.  With 
us,  the  principles  of  our  Government,  the  whole 
frame  of  our  polity,  require  us  not  to  make  large 
masses  of  wealth,  but  rather  to  break  them  into 
smaller  pieces.  Great  inequality  in  wealth  would 
tend  to  warp  our  institutions  from  their  natural 
course.  Sir,  the  structure  of  society  m  Great 
Britain  may  be  aptly  illustrated  by  one  of  the 
stately  columns  which  support  the  dome  of  thi& 
magnificent  hall:  Its  base  is  of  freestone  ;  its  shaft, 
of  domestic  marble  ;  its  capital,  of  fine  Italian. 
The  emblem  of  ours  is,  or  ought  to  be,  a  column, 
whose  base,  shaft,  and  capital,  are  of  the  same 
material.  I  repeat,  sir,  that  a  system,  tending  to 
produce  great  inequality,  may  suit  Great  Britain; 
it  does  not  suit  us.  And,  after  all,  Mr.  Chairman, 
is  wealth,  though  desirable,  the  only  great  desid- 
eratum in  Government,  especially  in  ours.  Car- 
thage, sir,  the  richest  city  in  the  world,  in  her 
day,  was,  at  the  same  time,  the  weakest ;  and,  in 
the  last  great  struggle  for  her  political  existence, 
she  relied,  for  her  defence,  ujion  an  army  of  mer- 
cenary soldiers,  and  was  utterly  defeated  and  over- 
thrown by  her  poorer  neighbors,  the  Romans — 
thus  executing  their  famous  denunciation,  Dtknda 
(Dt  Carthatjo.  Sir,  there  are  great  moral  and  poli- 
tical objections  to  the  premature  encouragement 
of  manufactures. 

I  shall  not  attempt,  sir,  to  take  the  lecturer's 
chair,  and  read  a  moral  homily  to  the  Committee ; 
I  shall  not  stop  to  speak  of  the  effects  of  large 
manufacturing  establishments,  upon  the  health, 
the  manners,  or  the  morals  of  the  laborers  ;  let  it 
be,  if  gentlemen  will  have  it,  that  continued  toil, 
through  the  day,  and  part  of  the  night,  the  con- 
tinual smoke,  oil,  and  lamps,  of  these  place5,  do 
not  affect  the  health ;  let  it  be,  that  the  early 
withdrawal  of  children  from  parents,  and  the  in- 
discriminate crowding  together  of  sexes  and  ages, 
do  not  affect  the  morals ;  let  all  this  be,  and  yet 
there  is  an  objection  in  a  political  light,  which 
makes  me  adverse  to  this  policy.  In  England,, 
sir,  if  wealth  can  be  accumulated,  if  the  Gov- 
ernment can  squeeze  taxes  enough  from  the  peo- 
ple, to  save  it  from  sinking  under  its  mountain 
load  of  debt,  if  the  privileged  orders  and  cap- 
italists can  be  kept  up,  it  matters  not,  that  hun- 
dreds of  thousands,  that  millions  of  the  people, 
are  doomed  to  exist,  not  live;  to  be  considered  as 
the  machines  which  belong  to  the  establishment ; 
with  no  other  difference  than  this,  that,  whilst 
other  machines  are  impelled  by  water,  or  fire,  they 
are  put  into  motion  by  that  principle  of  anima- 
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tion  which  nature  implanted  in  them.  In  this  | 
country,  sir,  we  not  want  animated  machines,  we 
do  not  want  plebs,  or  populace;  we  want  men, 
we  want  people;  we  want  citizens  who  obey  the 
laws,  not  task-rtiasters ;  who  do  not  receive  their 
daily  bread  from  the  hand  of  another,  but  from 
their  own  voluntary  labor  upon  their  own  soil; 
who  have  some  stake  in  the  Government,  who 
feel  and  take  an  interest  in  public  affairs,  and  are 
ready  and  willing  to  defend  themselves  as  men 
and  citizens  in  their  rights  of  property,  and  civil 
and  political  liberty.  What  comparison,  sir,  is 
there,  between  a  million  of  Englishmen  engaged 
in  cotton  factories  as  day  laborers,  and  a  million 
of  American  citizens  cultivating  their  own  soil. 
Look,  sir,  at  the  riots  in  England  in  1808,  and 
1812,  when  whole  manufacturing  districts  were 
roused  into  acts  of  violence  from  the  low  price  of 
labor  and  the  high  prices  of  provisions.  A  sud- 
den check  to  demand  for  manufactures,  or  a  tem- 
porary scarcity  of  grain,  makes  wages  aa  insuffi- 
cient lesource  for  comfortable  maintenance.  Re- 
move them,  and  they  settle  down  quietly  to  their 
tasks.     Reflect  for  a  moment,  sir,  on  the  scene  in 

1815,  when  the  corn  maximum  was  under  con- 
sideration, when  my  Lord  Casilereagh,  late  Lord 
Londonderry,  caused  the  Parliament  house  to  be 
surrounded  by  armed  soldiers,  to  keep  ofl' what  he 
was  pleased  to  call  a  mob ;  that  is  the  people,  who 
feared,  by  the  high  price  of  grain,  they  would 
starve  for  bread.  In  this  country,  sir,  where  agri- 
culture predominates,  no  such  difficulties  occur; 
our  own  people  eat  their  own  bread,  and  have 
some  to  spare  to  the  British  manufacturer.  And 
let  us  not  be  uneasy,  sir,  that  we  have  too  much 
breadstufl";  we  can  always  dispose  of  it  at  some 
price;  and  if  it  be  now  low,  it  is  owing  to  the 
state  of  the  world  ;  so  are  manufactures  in  Eng- 
land low;  indeed  it  seems  they  are  too  low  ;  for 
our  manufacturers  tell  us  they  are  so  much  so 
that  they  shall  be  ruined  if  brought  into  competi- 
tion with  theirs.  Let  me  add,  sir,  for  the  cora- 
lort  of  our  agriculturists,  that  some  surplus  of 
grain  on  hand  is  a  national  blessing;  they  serve 
the  fHirposes  which  public  granaries  did  in  ancient 
limes  to  supply  deficient  years  ;  the  very  year,  sir, 
after  the  English  farmers  called  for  a  maximum 
on  corn,  from  their  supposed  abundance,  the  year 

1816,  such  was  the  scarcity  that  it  rose  to  £6  ster- 
ling the  quarter  of  eight  bushels;  even  in  this 
land  of  plenty,  Indian  corn  sold  at  ^10  per  barrel, 
and  Hour  at  near  $15.  A  continual  surplus,  then, 
I  repeat,  is  a  public  blessing. 

But  it  is  said  that  the  late  war  and  the  double 
duties  gave  an  encouragement,  which  caused  in- 
fant manufactures  to  spring  up,  and  that  they 
ought  to  be  sustained  by  Government  till  they 
become  strong  enough  to  withstand  foreign  com- 
petition. No  doubt,  sir,  that,  since  the  peace,  the 
manufacturers  have  suffered  great  reduction  in 
their  prices;  but  in  this  they  participate  in  com- 
mon with  every  class  of  their  fellow-citizens,  nay, 
sir,  with  every  part  of  Europe.  Mr.  Lowe  esti- 
mates the  fall  in  agricultural  produce  at  60  per 
cent.,  and  in  that  of  manufactures  at  from  40  to 
50  per  cent.     The  same  cause  operated  in  Europe 


and  America;  from  1792  till  1814,  except  the 
feverish  truce  which  followed  the  peace  of  Amiens, 
all  civilized  Europe  almost  was  in  arms;  half  a 
million  of  men  on  the  side  of  France,  about  the 
same  number  on  the  side  of  the  allies  ;  this  created 
an  immense  demand  for  ordnance,  munition.s  of 
war,  clothing,  subsistence;  this  demand  gave  new 
stimulus  to  their  production,  and  enhanced  the 
prices  to  an  enormous  extent;  upon  the  peace  of 
1814,  this  demand  was  greatly  diminished,  and 
consequently  the  prices  of  every  article  fell  to  a 
peace  rate.  The  languor  which  followed,  cor- 
responded to  the  preceding  excitement.  Let  me 
present  to  the  Committee  the  description  which 
Mr.  Lowe  gives  of  the  prominent  characteristic 
of  the  national  embarrassment  of  England  since 
the  peace  of  1814.  1  use  his  own  words:  "A 
'  deficiency  of  employment  among  part  of  the 
'  lower  orders,  and  distress,  from  insufficiency  of 
'  wages,  at  those  intervals,  when  provisions  were 
'  high  priced.  In  the  middle  classes,  whether 
'  merchants,  manufacturers,  or  agriculturists,  the 
'  general  ground  of  complaint  has  been  an  inad- 
'  equacy  ol  profit,  a  disproportion  of  prices  to  the 
'  cost  ot  production.  The  principal  cause  of  these 
'  and  other  difficulties,  was,  doubtless,  as  explained 
'  in  the  preceding  chapter,  the  magnitude  of  the 
'  transition,  the  suspension  of  Government  expen- 
'  diture,  and  the  consequent  overstock  of  hands." 
He  then  considers  the  evil  as  aggravated  by  the 
public  burdens,  and  the  expense  of  living  being 
higher  than  among  their  neighbors. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  European  war,  we 
were  drawn  into  its  devouring  vortex  with  one 
of  the  belligerents;  the  same  extravagant  enhance- 
ment of  price  occurred  here  for  every  article  re- 
quired for  the  public  service  or  individual  con- 
sumption ;  upon  the  return  of  peace  here,  as  in 
Europe,  every  thing  returned  to  its  natural  peace 
price.  The  same  state  of  things,  however,  per- 
vaded the  whole  society  ;  the  ship  owner,  the  mer- 
chant, the  farmer,  all  shared  the  same  fate.  I 
regret  that  war  prices  allured  loo  many  persons 
to  embark  in  manufacturing  projects;  even  in 
Massachusetts  alone  I  learn  tliat  eighty-five  man- 
ufacturing companies  were  incorporated  in  four 
years.  But,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  will  show  that  the 
manufacturers  have  no  cause  of  complaint  against 
the  Government;  on  the  contrary,  that  the  Gov- 
ernment has  acted  with  great  liberality  to  them; 
until  the  year  1812,  there  was  no  duty,  except  on 
carriages  and  their  parts,  higher  than  12^  per 
cent. ;  by  the  act  of  1812,  the  permanent  duties 
were  doubled,  thus  raising  them  from  12^  to  25 
per  cent. ;  there  was  a  duty  of  2^  per  cent.,  called 
the  Mediterranean  fund,  laid  in  1804,  and  con 
tinued  by  successive  acts  to  1815,  when  it  ex- 
pired, but  it  was  no  part  of  the  permanent  duty  ; 
the  act  of  1812,  which  doubled  the  duties,  de- 
clared, that  it  should  continue  in  force  for  one 
year  alter  the  peace,  and  no  longer;  here  then 
was  fair  warning  to  all  who  engaged  in  manu- 
factures; they  were  purchasers  with  notice. 

In  1816,  however,  the  manufacturers  repre- 
sented, that  the  transition  from  war  to  peace, 
made  it  necessary  to  give  them  a  temporary  con- 
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tinuance  of  protection  ;  accordingly,  by  the  act  of 
that  year,  we  continued  the  25  per  cent.,  the  war 
duties  on  cotton  and  woollen  for  three  years,  and 
then  declared  it  should  be  reduced  to  20  percent.; 
before  the  lapse  of  those  three  years  we  again 
continued  the  25  percent,  on  cotton  sand  woollens 
to  1826,  and  now  we  are  asked  for  further  protec- 
tion.    This  Mate  of  facts,  and  history  of  legisla- 
tion, will  certainly  acquit  us  of  any  charge  of 
want  of  liberality  as  to  the  great  articles  of  cotton 
and  woollen.    Let  us  now  take  the  case  of  iron.    In 
1816  that  article  was  subjected  to  a  duty  of  t$9 
per  ton  ;  it  was  raised,  in  1818,  to  815.     I  find  by 
the  document  from  the  Treasury,  by  dividing  the 
whole  value  of  iron  imported  by  the  num^r  of 
tons,  the  price  per  ton  is  $55  and  a  fraction.  Now, 
It  will  be  found  that  §15  per  ton  is  more  than  25 
per  cent,  ad  valorem.     This  was  the  war  duty, 
excluding  the  Mediterranean  duty  of  2|  per  cent! 
But,  if  we  take  the  price  of  iron  in  the  interior  of 
Sweden,  where  it  is  made,  it  is  not  more  than  $40 
or  .i>45  per  ton ;  here  it  sells  at  least  for  §80 ;  and 
as  the  manufacturer  here  gets  the  whole  benefit  of 
the  difference  between  the  price  to  the  manufac- 
turer in  Sweden  and  the  market  price  here,  his 
advantage  is  equal   to  between  90  and   100  per 
cent.     The  case  of  hemp  is  as  favorable  to  our 
growers;  but  I  forbear  to  go  further  into  particular 
articles.     It  may  be  said,  in  general,  that  the  pres- 
ent duties  equal  the  war  duties.     Let  us  now,  sir 
institute  a  comparison  between   the  relative  ad- 
vantages of  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States 
in    manufacturing.     The   first    thing   is    fuel,   of 
which  they  boast  triumphantly;   in  that  article  we 
are  equal  to  any  nation  on  the  earth ;  our  forests 
groaning  with  wood,  and  the  bowels  of  the  earth 
teeming  with  coal.     The  next  is  the  raw  material. 
As  to  cotton,  of  which  half  their  exports  is  com- 
posed, as  appears  from  their  ministerial  pamphlet, 
we  raise  it,  they  do  not;  here,  therefore,  we  have 
the  advantage.     As  to  provisions,  we  have  an  im- 
mense advantage.     As  to  the  relative  taxes  of  the 
two  countries,  it  is  known  that  theirs  greatly  ex- 
ceed ours,  and  here,  also,  we  have  the  advantage. 
As  to  wages  of  labor,  it  is  said  that  ours  greafly 
exceed  theirs;  but,  in  the  first  place,  1  would  re- 
mark that,  if  it  be  true,  as  has  been  said,  that 
machinery  multiplies  the  physical  force  of  a  coun- 
try twelve   times,    then    it   follows    that   eleven- 
twelfths  of  this  disadvantage  are  obviated.     But 
another  strong  argument  arises  from  the  nature  of 
wages;  every  pursuit  to  be  continued  must  yield 
about  the  average  rate  of  profit  in   the  country 
after  paying  all  expenses;  now  wages  are  a  part 
of  those  expenses;  when,  therefore,  it  is  said  that 
manufactures  cannot  pay  the  rate  of  wages  that 
other  pursuits  do,  it  shows  that  those  ot'hers  are 
more  beneficial;  besides,  high  wages,  if  the  busi- 
ness yet  goes  on,  is  the  best  sign  of  the  prosperity 
of  the  country  ;  they  are  paid  to  the  laboring  class 
of  the  community,  who  are  always  a  majoruy  ;  it 
shows,  therefore,  that  that  class 'is  in  a  comforta- 
ble condition.     The  la^t  point  of  comparison  is 
capital ;  now  I  know  the  positive  amount  of  Brit- 
ish capital  greatly  exceeds  ours,  hut   its  relative 
amount  does  not  much  exceed  our*;  by  relative 


amount,  I  mean  the  proportion  which  the  capital 
bears  to  the  transactions  to  be  negotiated  bv  it  • 
thus,  one  man  may  have  a  capital  of  a  million 
and  another  only  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  the  one 
being  a  wholesale  merchant  and  importer,  and  the 
other  a  small  country  dealer,  the  latter  may  have 
as  much  relative  capital  as  the  former. 

Some  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  amount  of 
capital  required  to  negotiate  the  transactions  in 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  by  the  following  table 
given  by  Lowe,  of  their  national  expenditure,  or 
consumption  for  1823  : 

Expended  on  the  produce  of  the  soil  for  the  food 
of  man,  or  for  purposes  of  manu- 
facture          £120,000,000 

On  the  produce  of  the  mines   -        -       10,000,000 

On  manufactures  for  home  consump- 
tion    ---__. 

On  houses  built  or  repaired,  on  fur- 
niture, and  on  improvement  of 
land,  or  whatever  is  termed  in  law 
real  property         -        -        .         - 

On  all  goods  imported,  whether  for 
consumption,  such  as  tea,  sugar, 
coffee,  or  for  manufacture,  as  wool, 
hemp,  iron  -         -         -         _ 

On  all  commodities  or  products  not 
comprised  in  the  preceding  - 


ro,ooo,ooo 


30,000,000 


70,000,000 
50,000.000 


£350,000,000 

The  best  way  to  ascertain  the  relative  amount, 
is  the  interest  of  money;  that  is,  the  price  paid 
for  the  use  of  money ;  and  the  price  or  that,  like 
every  other  commodity,  deiK-nds  on  the  projHjrtion 
between  the  effective  demand  and  supply.     Gov- 
ernment in  England  can  command  money  at  four 
per  cent.,  we  at  five.     This  then  shows  the  differ- 
ence in  the  relative  demand.     I  have  not   men- 
tioned machinery,  because  he  who  has  capital  can 
command  it.     These  are  the  comparative  advan- 
tages and  disadvantages  of  the  two  countries  in 
manufacturing  facilities.     But  our  manufacturer 
of  cotton  and  wool,  for  example,  besides  the  min- 
imum on  coarse  cottons,  has  twenty-five  per  cent, 
duty,  estimated  upon  the  original  cost,  with  the 
addition  of  ten  per  cent,  to  that  cost— thus  mak- 
ing the  duty  twenty-seven  and  a  half  per  cent., 
then  the  amount  of  freight.     Mr.  Hamilton,  thirty 
years  ago,  estimated  it  at  from  fifteen  to  thirty  per 
cent.     As,  however,  freight  has  fallen,  I  will  state 
it  at  ten  per  cent,  although  upon  articles  whose 
bulk  is  large,  compared  with  their  value,  it  may 
more  than  double  it.     Then  there  are  incidental 
charges  of  commission,  insurance,  «fcc.,  makin<r 
the  aggregate  of  advantage  to  our  manufactures 
from  forty  to  forty-five'  per  cent.     If  with  these 
extra  advantages  added  to  our   natural  ones  he 
cannot  sustain  the  competition,  I  must  tell  him 
that  I  cannot  go  further— I  cannot  agree  to  give 
more  for  a  yard  of  cloth  than  forty-five  per  cent, 
advance  beyond  what  the  foreigner  makes  it  for. 
Upon  what  ground  does  he  ask  it  ?     Has  he  skill, 
capital,  and    machinery  ? — he  does    not   need  it.' 
Has  he  capital  ?— he  does  not  need  it ;  for  capital 
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will  command  the  others.     If  he  have  not  capital, 
we  cannot  advance  it  to  him. 

Sir,  It  has  been  often  urged,  that  all  the  other 
branchesof  industry  in  the  country  have  been  pro- 
tected ;  that  commerce,  navigation,  and  agricul- 
ture, have  all  received  aid  from  Government ;  and 
that  justice  therefore  requires  that  manufactures 
should  also  receive  their  proportionate  share.     Let 
us  for  a  moment  investigate  this  subject.     I  think, 
sir,  it  will  result  in  the  proof  that  manufactures 
have  received  more  aid  from  that  source  than  the 
three  other  great  interests  united.     I  have  made 
an  estimate  upon  this  subject,  the  principles  of 
which  I  will  first  explain  before  I  present  it.     The 
whole  net  revenue  for   the  year  1822  was  $20,- 
500,000.     Of  this  sum,  the  duties  on  wines,  mo- 
lasses, teas,  and  coffee,  and  certain  miscellaneous 
articles,  not  coming  into  competition  with  any 
interei>t,and  not  benefiting  any,  I  have  deducted — 
leaving  a  balance  of  $15,900,946.  I  have  then  taken 
what  seemed  to  benefit   agriculture — viz:  duties 
on  spirits,  on  sugar,  deducting  drawback;  on  mis- 
cellaneous articles;  to  this  I  have  added  half  the 
amount  of  discriminating  duty  on   all  our  ton- 
nage engaged  in  foreign  vessels,  and  half  the  esti- 
mated protitofallourcoasting  trade, estimating  itat 
SIX  per  cent,  upon  the  whole  cost  of  the  tonnage. 
I  have  added  the  extra  duty  on  merchandise  in 
ibreign  vessels,  and  the  fisliing  bounties ;  and  the 
aggregate  being  $6,166,604,  being  deducted  from 
the   amount   of  revenue   of  $15,900,946,   leaves 
$9,734,342  of  duties,  operating  in  aid  of  our  man- 
ufactures.    Gentlemen  themselves  have  said  it  is 
no  matter  for  what  purpose  the  duties  were  laid  ; 
the  question  is,  what  is  their  practical  effect  ?     I 
have  not  included  in  this  estimate  the  duty  on 
cotton,  because  it  sustains  the  competition  in  the 
foreign  market,  and  therefore  derives  no  aid  from 
duty.     But  the  Committee  will  perceive  that  the 
amount  of  duties  favorable  to  manufactures,  upon 
this  estimate,  exceeds  the  aggregateof  those  favor- 
able to  all   the  other  interests,  by  $3,567,698 a 

sum  more  than  three-fourlhsof  what  would  be  the 
whole  amount  of  duty  upon  all  the  cotton  export- 
ed from  the  United  States,  supposing  it  to  be 
500,000  bales,  and  supposing  that  an  equal  amount, 
but  for  the  duty,  would  be  imported — a  supposi- 
tion utterly  out  of  the  question.  The  much  talked- 
of  benefit  to  the  tobacco  planter,  by  the  duty  on 
.snuff  and  tobacco,  rests  on  the  same  ground  with 
cotton — It  sustains  the  foreign  competition.  But 
let  us  sup^wse  that  some  worthy  of  notice  might 
be  imjKjrted,  then  the  excess  which  I  have  before 
stated  will  luUy  meet  every  possible  calculation  as 
to  cotton,  tobacco,  and  snuff;  and  thus  the  man- 
ufacturing interest  receives  as  much  protection  as 
all  the  others.  I  have  formed  the  estimate  as  to 
our  tonnage  duty  and  coasting  trade,  upon  the  pos- 
sibility that,  without  the  aid  which  they  received, 
foreigners  might  have  come  in  for  one-half.  It 
will  at  once  occur  to  the  Committee,  that  is  much 
loo  large  a  supposition.  In  our  own  trade,  and 
particularly  our  coasting  trade,  the  advantages 
which  our  citizens  would  have,  together  with  that 
hardy  spirit  ofenterprise  which  braves  every  danger, 
traverses  every  sea,  and  encounters  every  difficulty. 


would  have  enabled  them  always  to  have  monop- 
olized three-fourths  of  this  advantage  without  the 
aid  of  Government. 

Sir,  there  is  one  fact  on  this  subject,  which  is 
decisive  of  our   superiority  in    the   competition. 
The  discriminating  duty  in  favor  of  American 
vessels  is  now  abolished  by  treaties  with  England 
and   France,*  and   other  foreign    nations    with 
which  we  have  most  commerce,  and  yet  the  docu- 
ment from  the  Treasury  shows  us  that  of  $894,739 
tons  of  tonnage  which  entered  our  ports  during 
the  last  year,  775,271  were  American,  and  119,468 
only  were  foreign.     I  have  not  included  the  duty 
on  molasses  in  this  estimate,  amounting  to  $617,- 
868,  amongst  the  items  favorable  to  agriculture, 
because  I  believe  that  our  domestic  molasses  is 
almost  all  consumed  as  an  article  of  food,  and 
that  it  is,  in  a  very  small  degree,  if  any,  the  sub- 
ject of  sale.     I  have,  however,  included  in  my 
estimate  two  items,  which  since  the  late  arrange- 
ments with  foreign  nations,  ought  not  to  be  in- 
cluded ;  I  mean  the  sum  of  $523,663,  the  supposed 
advantage  to  our  tonnage,  by  the  former  discrimi- 
nating duty,  now  abolished  with  all  nations  with 
which  we  have  a  commerce  in  any  degree  con- 
siderable, and  also  the  amount  of  extra  duty  oa 
foreign  merchandise.     With  these  remarks,  I  sub- 
mit the  statement. 

Total  net  revenue  of  1822 

Deduct  duties  on  articles  not  aid- 
ing manufactures,  or  other  interest, 
viz: 


$20,500,000 


Wines   -        -        - 
Molasses 
Teas       - 
Coffee    - 
Miscellaneous  articles 


$747,996 
017,868 

1,676,250 
714,150 
S42,7W 


Duties  favoring  agriculture,  navi- 
gation, &.C.,  viz : 
One-half  of  744,764  tons, 

in   foreign   trade,    the 

discriminating  duty  -  $523,663 
Benefit  of  coasting  trade, 

one-half  at  6  per  cent. 

on  cost  .  -  -  875,670 
Extra  duty  on  merchan-  •         v 

dise  in  foreign  vessels  -  33,690 
Fishing  bounties  -  -  161,400 
On  spirits       -        -        -    2,040,413 


$4,599,054 
$15,900,946 


*"  I  find  the  discriminating  duties  are  abolished,  at 
between  the  United  States  and  the  following  coun- 
tries, viz  :  The  British  dominions  in  Europe,  Sweden, 
the  European  possessions  of  the  Netherlands,  Prussia, 
Hamburg,  Bremen,  Lubec.  and  the  Dukedom  of  Ol- 
denburg. As  it  respects  France,  discriminating  du- 
ties are  abolished  on  goods  imported  for  transit,  or 
re-exportation,  and  provision  is  made  in  certain  eventa 
for  the  progressive  abolition  of  the  discriminating  duty 
on  imports;  and,  in  the  meantime,  it  is  declared, 
that  neither  the  discriminating  duties  on  imports  or 
tonnage  shall  exceed  a  given  and  very  moderate 
sum." 
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Sugar,  deducting  draw- 
back -        -        -        -    1,931,768 
Miscellaneous  articles     -       600,000 


§6,166,604 


Balance  favorable  to  manufactures  -    §9,734,342 

Sir,  I  should  have  been  glad  to  have  made  a 
comparison  between  the  relative  profits  of  manu- 
factures and  other  pursuits,  if  I  could  have  com- 
manded the  data.  One  of  my  objections  to  this 
bill,  however,  has  been  already  stated  to  be,  that 
•we  cannot  procure  the  necessary  information  on 
this  subject  to  arrive  at  any  precise  result ;  yet, 
there  are  some  facts,  which  I  beg  leave  to  state,  as 
showing  the  probable  profits  of  manufactures  in 
general,  and  the  certain  prosperity  of  some.  The 
annual  Treasury  report  shows,  that  in  1823,  we 
imported,  of  foreign  articles,  §5,755,109  less  than 
in  1822;  and  that,  in  the  same  year,  we  exported, 
of  foreign  articles,  §5,244,267  more  than  in  the 
preceding  year.  Adding  together  these  sums,  it 
appears  that  there  was  a  dimmuiion  of  consump- 
tion of  foreign  articles  in  1823,  compared  with  the 
preceding  year,  of  about  §11,000,000.  Now,  sir, 
this  additional  sum  must  have  been  supplied  from 
our  own  manufactures,  more  in  1823  than  in  1822, 
unless  we  could  suppose,  what  is  altogether  im- 
probable, that,  as  our  population  increased,  our 
consumption  decreased.  Supposing  the  consum|>- 
tion  only  to  have  remained  the  same,  the  same 
conclusion  results  from  this  fact.  Again  :  previ- 
ously to  the  year  1820,  there  was  actually  invested, 
as  appears  from  the  commercial  digest,  in  manu- 
facturing stock,  a  capital  of  upwards  of  §10,000,- 
000;  that,  since  18ii0,  companies  have  been  incor- 
porated in  four  of  the  Northern  States  only,  with 
an  aggregate  capital  of  about  §15,000,000,  about 
one-third  of  all  the  previous  investments.  Unless, 
sir,  we  suppose  the  capitalists  totally  to  have  lost 
sight  of  that  sagacity  for  which  they  are  distin- 
guished, which  enables  them  to  see  what  invest- 
ment of  capital  is  profitable,  this  fact  affords 
strong  presumptive  proof  of  the  increasing  pros- 
perity of  manufactures.  Sir,  I  am  informed,  from 
good  authority,  that  an  iron  factory,  in  the  State 
of  !^ew  York,  has,  for  a  series  of  years  past, 
netted  20  per  cent.,  though  it  transports  its  ore  12 
miles,  is  18  miles  from  water  carriage,  and  145 
miles  from  the  city  of  New  York.  As  to  this 
Item,  let  me  say,  that  the  ministerial  pamphlet, 
before  quoted,  states  the  decrease  in  price  of  iron 
in  England  to  be  undoubtedly  great,  aad  assigns 
this  strong  reason,  that  the  sword  is  succeeded  by 
the  ploughshare.  I  have  further  been  informed, 
sir,  that  there  are  two  manufacturing  establish- 
ments in  Massachusetts,  which  make  a  profit  of 
25  per  cent. ;  that  certain  capital  invested  in  man- 
ufactures IS  at  from  40  to  60  per  cent,  beyond  par; 
and  that,  within  the  last  ninety  days,  mercantile 
capital  has  been  invested  in  manufacturincr  stock 
at  40  per  cent,  beyond  par.  Sir,  what  is  there  to 
compare  with  this  in  any  other  department  of  na- 
tional industry  ?  If  a  be  said  thai  these  are  a  few 
well  established  manufactories  with  large  capital, 
what  is  the  import  of  that  argument  if  it  be  not 


this;  not  that  foreign  competition  is  the  most  se- 
rious evil,  but  that  our  smaller  capitalists  call  on 
us  to  sustain  them  against  the  larger  ones — against 
the  domestic  competition.  The  irresistible  conclu- 
sion which  follows,  is,  that  the  fault  is  not  in  the 
pursuit,  but  in  the  pursuer;  that  there  is  a  want 
of  capital,  or  .<<kill,  or  machinery,  or  economy,  or 
of  something,  which  it  is  his  dutv,  not  ours,  to 
upply. 

Mr.  Chairman  :  When  we  argue  upon  the  im- 
propriety of  commencing  a  system  upon  the  au- 
thority of  the  British  example,  at  a  period  when 
the  ministers  and  statesmen  have  become  con- 
vinced by  experience  of  its  impolicy,  we  are  met 
with  the  declaration  that  whilst  this  is  their  theory, 
they  do  not  carry  it  into  practice.  Let  us  first  see 
the  principle  now  openly  avowed  to  the  world  by 
the  British  ministry,  in  the  pamphlet  already 
quoted.  I  give  it  to  you  in  their  own  words  : 
"Asrain  and  again  let  it  be  repeated,  that  they  (the 
'  ministers)  are  thoroughly  impressed  with  the 
'  truth  of  the  principle,  that  freedom  of  trade  is 
'  alike  advantageous  to  the  best  interests  of  the 
'  country,  and  to  the  solid  profit  of  the  merchants, 
[  manufacturers,  and  growers."  And,  sir,  let  me 
inquire,  are  gentlemen  correct  when  they  assume 
the  fact  that  this  theory  has  not  been  carried  into 
practice?  I  answer,  no,  sir.  Within  a  few 
years,  Great  Britain,  after  successively  relaxing 
the  rigor  of  her  double  colonial  monopoly  in  her 
West  India  islands,  has  extended  the  system  of 
free  ports  to  almost  all  those  i.slands;  and  the  Uni- 
ted States  are  now  enabled  to  import  that  colonial 
produce  in  their  own  ships,  instead  of  receiving  it 
imported  in  British  ships  only.  She  has  admitted 
us  to  a  direct  trade  in  her  ports  in  the  East  Indies, 
so  as  to  excite  the  clamor  of  her  merchants,  that 
we  should  rob  them  of  their  India  as  well  as  China 
trade;  she  has,  by  treaty  stipulation,  abolished  all 
discrimination  between  American  and  British  im- 
posts and  tonnage;  and,  finally,  she  has  knocked 
off  a.s  many  shackles  from  the  monopoly  of  the 
East  India  Company,  as,  under  the  circumstances, 
ministers  fell  that  they  could  venture  upon.  The 
ministers  admit  that,  if  ttie  ground  were  clear  be- 
fore them,  a  free  would  be  preferable  to  a  restricted 
market ;  but  they  say,  that,  whether  it  be  called 
a  system  of  error  or  abuse,  it  has  grown  up  under 
less  enlightened  times.  On  account  of  the  capitals 
that  have  become  fixed,  and  the  interests  that  are 
embarked,  the  question  is  not  what  is  absolutely 
best,  but  what  is  so,  under  existing  circumstances. 
Thus,  sir,  we  find,  that  this  theory  has,  in  import- 
ant respects,  been  carried  into  practice;  and  that 
the  only  ground  upon  which  ministers  stop  short 
in  correcting  acknowledged  error  and  abuse,  is  one 
beautifully  and  forcibly  expressed  in  the  Philadel- 
phia memorial:  That  the  fetters  have  sunk  so 
deep  they  cannot  be  suddenly  removed  without 
tearing  away  a  part  of  the  tles'h  with  them.  The 
British  example  then,  sir,  should  be  to  us  a  beacon, 
to  warn  us  of  the  rocks  and  shoals  which  lie  in 
the  way  of  this  policy.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  have 
endeavored  to  maintain  these  propositions:  that 
the  state  of  the  Treasury  does  not  require  an  in- 
crease of  revenue;  that  if  it  did,  this  bill  would 
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not  effect  it ;  that  it  is  improper  in  us  to  exercise 
a  power  given  for  one  object,  so  as  to  attempt  to 
effect  another  ;  that  theoperation  of  this  bill  would 
be,  by  legislative  coercion,  to  increase  the  profits 
of  capital  in  some  parts  of  the  country  to  the  ex- 
clusion of  others  ;  that  it  would  produce  none  of 
the  advantages  which  its  friends  contend  for,  but 
contrary  and  injurious  effects  ;  that  manufacturers 
have  a  full  share  of  the  national  protection  and 
prosperity,  and  that,  therefore,  we  ought  not  to  add 
to  it;  that  the  example  of  Great  Britain,  which 
we  are  invited  to  imitate,  is  fading  away  in  the 
broad  light  of  experience.  If  1  have  succeeded  in 
proving  these  positions,  then,  surely,  the  bill  ought 
not  to  pass;  but  if  it  must  pass,  if  like  the  meek 
and  patient  animal  which  is  annually  shorn  of  its 
fleece  for  the  use  of  man,  we  must  suffer,  then, 
whilst  the  people  will  submit  to  the  laws  pas.sed 
by  the  constituted  authorities  of  the  country,  they  j 
will  feel  that  spirit  of  discontent  which  arises 
Ircm  a  belief  that  this  law  is  not  supported  either 
upon  principles  of  justice  or  sound  policy. 

When  Mr.  B.  had  concluded,  the  Committee 
rose,  and  the  House  adjourned. 


Saturday,  March  27. 

Edward  F.  Tatt.nall,  a  Representative  from 
the  State  of  Georgia,  appeared,  was  qualified,  and 
took  his  seat. 

GENERAL  APPROPRI.\TION  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MuLa.ne,  of  Delaware,  the 
House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  sev- 
eral amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  "making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
Government  for  the  year  1824." 

The  first  amendment  proposed  to  add  §700  to 
the  amount  appropriated  for  "  stationery,  fuel,  and 
other  contingent  expenses  of  Congress."  This 
amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  second  amendment  proposes  to  reduce  the 
amount  appropriated  "  for  surveys  of  public  lands," 
from  §100,000  to  §75,000.  This  amendment  was 
explained  and  advocated  by  Mr.  McLane,  and 
was  concurred  in. 

The  next  amendment  increases  the  sum  appro- 
priated "for  improving  the  Capitol  square,  and 
painting  the  railing  round  the  same,"  from  §1,250 
to  §2,W)0.  Mr.  CusH.MAN  stated  the  reasons  which 
led  to  this  increase.  The  amendment  was  con- 
curred in. 

The  Senate  proposes  to  insert  in  the  bill  a 
clause,  as  follows:  "For  graduating  and  levelling 
the  grounds  round  the  President's  House, §2,000." 
Some  remarks  were  made  upon  this  hem,  by 
Messrs.  Miller  and  Cushman;  and,  at  the  sug- 
gestion of  .Mr.  Forsyth,  who  stated  that  he  wish- 
ed to  obtain  further  information  on  the  subject,  it 
was  passed  over  for  the  present. 

It  is  also  proposed  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking 
out  the  sum  of  §18,000,  which  was  appropriated 
"for  the  salaries  of  the  commissioner  and  arbi- 
trator under  the  first  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent, 
and  for  half  the  salary  of  their  secretary,  and  half 


the  contingent  expenses  of  the  commission,"  and 
insert  §4,500  in  lieu  thereof,  for  that  purpose. 
The  Senate  further  propose  to  amend  this  clause, 
by  inserting  the  word  "agent,"  after  the  word 
"arbitrator."  By  this  amendment,  it  will  be  per- 
ceived that  provision  is  to  be  made  for  a  public 
agent,  in  connexion  with  this  commission. 

Mr.  McLane  moved  to  strike  out  the  word 
"  agent"  from  this  amendment ;  and,  consequently, 
to  reduce  the  proposed  appropriation  from  §4,500 
to  §2,500.  He  advocated  the  amendment  he  pro- 
posed at  considerable  length,  and  went  into  an 
examination  of  the  terms  of  the  treaty  under  which 
the  commission  was  instituted,  and  the  nature  of 
the  claims  exhibited  before  it,  to  show  that  this 
agent  was  neither  necessary  to  the  interest  of  the 
Government,  nor  of  the  individual  claimants. 

Mr.  Warfield  was  opposed  to  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Delaware.  He 
alluded  to  the  various  instances,  from  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  Government  down  to  the  present 
day,  in  which  similar  powers,  in  the  appointment 
of  assents,  though  not  expressly  provided  for  by  the 
terms  of  the  treaties,  had  been  exercised  by  the 
Executive,  when  such  agents  were  necessary  to 
the  protection  of  the  public  interest,  or  of  the  rights 
of  the  citizens.  He  adverted  to  the  remarks  of  an 
honorable  member  of  the  Senate  on  this  subject, 
which  were  published  in  the  paper  of  this  morn- 
ing. He  considered  this  as  one  of  the  cases  in 
which  an  agent  was  peculiarly  necessary,  and 
thought  his  continuance  required  to  promote  the 
great  interests  of  these  claimants. 

Mr.  Farrelly  spoke  in  opposition  to  Mr.  Mc- 
Lane's  amendment.  He,  too,  considered  this 
agency  as  highly  necessary.  There  were  no  data 
before  the  House  to  show  that  the  services  of  the 
agent  had  not  been  very  faithfully  performed. 
The  act  by  which  the  commission  was  established, 
was  a  national  act,  and  it  ought  to  be  consum- 
mated by  the  nation.  The  treaty  provides  that 
the  Government  shall  establish  the  average  value 
of  the  slaves;  and,  if  the  agent  is  taken  away, 
how,  Mr.  F".  asked,  could  this  be  done  ?  For  this 
purpose  the  agent  had  been  highly  necessary  ;  and 
the  evidence,  on  that  point,  was  not  yet  concluded. 
And,  even  if  it  were,  he  thought  the  duty  of  the 
Government  to  the  individuals,  whose  property 
was  involved  in  this  public  act,  required  the  con- 
tinuance of  this  agency.  From  the  practice  of 
this  Government,  in  relation  toother  commissions, 
he  considered  it  bound  to  provide  an  agent  in  this 
case. 

Mr.  Bradley  considered  the  ascertainment  of 
the  average  value  of  the  slaves,  for  which  com- 
pensation was  to  be  made,  as  a  most  important 
part  of  the  business  of  the  commission.  It  was  a 
component  part  of  the  treaty,  and  could  only  be 
carried  into  effect  by  the  appointment  of  an  agent. 
The  evidence,  on  this  point,  was  to  be  furnished 
under  the  authority  of  the  President;  and,  as  it 
was  not  to  be  supposed  that  he  was  to  appear  be- 
fore the  commissioners  in  person,  it  must  be  con- 
sidered as  a  specific  authority  for  the  appointment 
of  this  agent.  This  was  unlike  other  treaties,  by 
which    commissioners  were  appointed,   as  there 
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was  a  previous  question  to  be  settled,  as  to  average 
value. 

Mr.  McLane  explained,  in  reference  to  the  re- 
marks he  had  previously  made.  The  average 
value  was  to  be  ascertained,  by  taking  the  value 
of  slaves  throughout  the  United  States — not  by 
an  itinerant  agent  to  be  sent  throughout  the  coun- 
try, but  by  correspondence  with  different  parts  of 


agent  in  this  case.  TheGrovernment,  he  said,  had 
assumed  the  duty  of  ascertaining  the  average  value 
of  slaves.  The  testimony  to  this  point  was  to  be 
exhibited,  not  by  the  President  in  person,  but  un- 
der his  authority.  And  it  was  proper  for  him  to 
appoint  some  person  competent  to  conduct  the  • 
business.  The  Government  had  come  in,  and 
agreed  to  take  upon  itself  to  establish  the  average 


the  country,  by  the  Department  of  State,  or  an  I  value  of  the  slaves.  The  individual  claimants 
agent  appointed  for  the  purpose.  The  ascertain-  j  were  not  required  to  hunt  the  country  over  to  pro- 
ment  of  this  average  was  the  basis  of  the  business  i  cure  information  upon  this  pomt.  It  was  pecu- 
of  the  commission,  and  ought  to  have  been  ob-  I  liarly  incumbent  on  the  Governnu'nt,  under  these 
tained  previous  to  ihemeetingof  the  Commission-  '  circumstances,  to  take  the  necessary  measures  to 
ers.  If  it  had  been  obtained,  the  agent  was  no  ;  procure  this  information.  The  President  had  not 
longer  necessary  ;  if  it  had  not  been  collected,  he  ;  only  the  right  to  appoint  the  agent  in  question, 
thought  the  agent  who  had  not  done  it  ought  not  j  but  it  was  emphatically  proper  that  he  should  do 
again  to  be  provided  for.  The  article  of  the  treaty  it,  in  order  to  afford  the  promised  facilities  to  the 
does  not  mention  the  term  agent — the  business  is 


put   upon    the   President.      The   Commissioners 


claimants. 

It  had  been  said  by  some,  that  this  information 


would  not  have  received  this  agent— he  was  not  ;  might  have  been  obtained  through  the  ordinary 
authorized  by  the  treaty.  This  agent  either  had,  organs  of  the  Government — through  the  Secretary 
or  had  not,  done  his  duty  ;  in  either  case  he  was  !  of  State  or  the  Attorney  General.  Mr.  R.  thought 
no  longer  necessary.  Mr.  McL.  believed  that  no  I  it  would  have  been  a  very  niggardly  policy  to  have 
agent,  of  a  similar  character,  had  ever  been  ap-  ;  imposed  this  duty  upon  either  of  those  officers, 
pointed.  The  President  had  a  right  to  appoint  ,  There  was  certainly  no  oblisation  upon  them  to 
public  diplomatic  agents  in  the  recess  of  the  Legis-  j  perform  it.  It  had  no  connt^xion  with  the  duties 
lature;  these  have  been  appointed — they  are  a  |  of  their  offices.  The  House  would  not  expect  the 
part  of  the  diplomatic  corps — but  there  was  no  {  President  to  require  of  them  the  performance  of  a 
instance,  in  the  history  of  the  Government,  of  the  I  duty  which  they  might  very  properly  reject.  If, 
prospective  appointment  of  a  salary  officer  by  the  then,  the  President  wascom|>elled  to  appoint  some 
President.  The  amendment  from  the  Senate  con-  person,  as  the  duties  could  be  pt>rfornied  in  no 
stitutes  him  an  agent  for  Government.  Is  he  ne-  other  way,  Mr.  R.  said,  he  would  like  to  know 
cessary  for  the  interest  of  the  Government?  He  why  the  appointment  was  improperly  made.  If 
is  entirely  irresponsible  to  the  individual  claim-  '  the  appointment  of  this  offieer  Ijelongs  to  another 
ants.      Mr.  McL.  said  he  was  not  willing  to  ap-  '  department  of  the  Government,  and   charges  of 

Eoint  an  agent  for  the  individual  claimants;  and  :  non-performance  of  duty  are  alleged  against  the 
e  did  not  believe  that  the  p"Mic  interest  required  '  person  appointed,  the  burden  of  proof'lies  upon 
an  agent.  He  thought  the  Government  ought  not  those  who  prefer  the  charge.  Mr.  R.  asked,  what 
to  connect  itself  with  the  commission,  by  the  ap-  '  proof  there  was  that  this  agent  had  not  been  vigi- 
pointment  of  an  agent.  |  lant  in  the  performance  of  his  duties  ?     He  called 

Mr.  Bassett  was  opposed  to  the  chairman  of  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  the  difficulties 
the  Committee  pf  Ways  and  Means  on  this  sub-  j  attending  the  ascertainment  of  the  average  value 
ject.  He  accorded  in  the  principle,  that  the  Pre-  j  of  the  slaves.  The  value  at  the  time  of  the  ex- 
sident  had  no  right  to  appoint  a  salary  officer,  not  change  of  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  was  to  be 
provided  for  by  law.  But  he  might  certainly  ap-  taken.  This  could  be  done  only  bv  getting  at  the 
tKjinl  a  temporary  agent,  for  a  certain  purpose,  j  actual  sales  made  at  or  about  that'time.  "it  was 
He  went  on  to  show  that  the  appointment  of  this  |  to  be  done,  not  in  regard  to  one  place  only,  but  to 
agent  was  necessary.  He  contended  that  the  various  places.  The  price  of  slaves  varies  much, 
agency  was  created  by  law,  as  having  been  com-  according  to  the  sex,  age,  and  other  circumstances! 
puted  in  the  appropriation  made  for  the  support  of  I  All  these  points  are  to  be  ascertained  before  the 
this  commission  at  the  last  session.  He  thought  average  value  can  be  fixed.  It  was  not  at  all  ex- 
the  Government  was  bound  to  lake  an  interest  in  traordinary,  whatever  might  have  been  the  indus- 
assisting  these  claimants,  and  forwarding  their  :  try  of  the  agent,  that  all  the  information  had  not 
business  before  the  Commissioners.  The  agency  yet  been  collected.  Whatever  might  have  been 
has  been  established  for  their  benefit,  and  it  ought  the  want  of  diligence  heretofore,  Mr.  R  thou<rhl 
to  receive  the  support  of  the  Government.  Mr.  B.  it  would  be  better  now  to  continue  the  appoint- 
said,  there  were  many  claimants  who  were  not  ment.  There  was  no  limit,  he  said,  to  this  com- 
able  to  employ  private  agents.  He  instanced  two  mission.  The  board  might  continue  the  business 
cases  of  poor  persons  in  his  own  neighborhood,  as  long  as  it  pleased  ;  and  might  sit,  like  an  incu- 
who  were  m  this  situation.  Upon  these  individ-  bus,  upon  us,  until  its  object^  was  accomplished, 
ual  claims  the  Commissioners  were  appointed  to  !  The  preliminary  object,  in  the  proceedings  in  re- 
act. And  It  was  the  duty  of  the  Government  to  '  gard  to  the  commission,  was  the  ascertainment  of 
provide  an  agent,  for  the  benefit  of  those  poor  the  average  value  of  slaves;  it  was  well  known 
claimants,  who  were  not  able  themselves  to  em-    that  this  point  was  not  yet  decided— the  materials 


ploy  one 
Mr.  RivEs  contended  for  the  necessity  of  an 


for  its  decision  were  not  yet  collected.    Tbese>sion 
of  the  Commissioners  must,  necessarily,  be  pro- 
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tracted,  until  this  is  done.  Under  this  view  of  was  irresponsible,  and  not  appointed  by  law,  ought 
the  subject,  he  considered  the  agent  as  being  ab-  I  not  to  be  introduced  into  this  bill.  He  believed 
solute  y  necessary--the  greater  the  facilities  fur-  I  the  appointment  of  this  officer  was  not  authorized 

°'  m'J  ^^?""'^/'^tV^'.°*^^^.^^""''"'''''°°^'"'^^  contemplated  by  the  appropriation  bill  of  the 
would  be  discharged.  He  thought,  therefore,  that  last  year.  We  have  been  told  that  this  officer 
there  could  be  no  sort  of  doubt  of  the  propriety  of  was  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  State.  Whe- 
appointing  this  agent,  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 1  ther  this  agent  should  be  again  appointed,  was  for 
°^*iJ^     u  1  r  r^  .  '  '^^  House  now  to  determine.     It  had  been  said  to 

But  the  gentleman  from  Delaware  contends  be  beneath  the  dignity  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
that  if  this  agent  IS  not  necessary  on  the  part  of  to  do  this  duty.  Mr.  W.  did  not  consider  any  of 
the  Government,  it  is  improper  to  appoint  him  in  ,  the  duties  of  his  office  as  derogating  from  the  dig- 
behalf  ot  the  individual  claimants;  and  he  says  '  nity  of  the  Secretary.  The  description  of  evi- 
that  no  agent  has  ever  been  appointed  in  a  similar  dence,  in  relation  to  the  average  value  of  the 
case.  Mr.  R.  thought  there  was  an  essential  dis-  slaves,  might  have  been  obtained  in  sixty  days  bv 
tinction  between  this  and  other  commissions,  application  to  the  diflercnt  marshals.  We  have 
These  claims  arise  entirely  from  the  acts  of  the  given  ti  year's  salary  to  an  agent  for  this  purpose. 
Government.  The  whole  difficulty  had  arisen  and  the  fact  is  not  yet  ascertained.  If  the  Board 
troni  the  defective  manner  in  which  the  article  in  of  Commissioners  is  limited  by  no  other  provision 
the  Ireaty  of  Ghent  had  been  drawn.  In  that  the  power  is  in  the  hands  of  the  House,  to  make 
treaty  it  was  stipulated,  that  all  places  captured  or  not  to  make  the  appropriation  for  its  support, 
during  the  war  .should  be  restored,  without  carry-  !  He  considered  the  appropriation  for  this  a<»ent  as 
ing  away  any  property.  It  was  contended,  by  the  ,  one  which  now  ought  to  be  stopped.  The  arcru- 
British  Government,  that  they  were  not  bound  by  ment,  that  the  Government  had  made  this  com- 
that  provision  m  the  treaty,  to  make  remuneration  mission  for  the  benefit  of  the  private  claimants, 
lor  s  aves  taken  away.  This  difficulty  grew  out  ,  and  ought  to  extend  further  assistance,  was  not  a 
!  "^1°°'''".'.°  which  tha\  negotiation  was  ;  sound  one.  Because  we  have  done  one  good  turn, 
"f*  I  '  T-  subject  was  referred  to  the  decision  !  we  must  consequently  do  another.     We  pay  the 

o|  the  Emperor  of  Russia.  He  has  given  his  de-  '  board,  and  so  we  must  pav  the  a^ent.  We  pay 
cision  on  the  subject ;  in  which  he  provides  for  !  the  judges  of  our  courts— but  are  we  bound  to  pay 
the  organization  of  a  tribunal  to  make  compensa-  I  witnesses  and  counsel  for  the  parties?  Theopin- 
tion  tor  these  slaves.  This  Government  is  bound  ion  of  honest,  intelligent  men,  is  the  only  evidence 
to  pay  Its  part  of  the  expenses  of  this  tribunal,  and  to  be  obtained  of  the  average  value  of  slaves;  and 
to  afford  facilities  to  the  claimants  in  establishing  that  is  to  be  laid  before  the  Commissioners.  This 
their  claims.^  All  their  difficulty  had  arisen  from  |  might  have  been  done  without  the  aid  of  this 
acts  of  the  Government— trom  the  defective  man-  agent.  It  has  not  been  the  practice  of  this  Gov- 
ner  of  conducting  this  business  in  the  Treaty  of,  ernment  to  prosecute  private  claims.  The  claim- 
Ghent.  He  meant  not  to  impute  any  neglect  to  '  ants  will,  no  doubt,  be  glad  to  have  their  claims 
those  who  negotiated  that  treaty;  but  he  did  be- i  conducted  at  the  expense  of  Government.  He  felt 
lieve  It  to  be  the  peculiar  duty  ol  the  Government,  !  it  his  duty  to  oppose  the  appropriation  for  a  salary 
under  these  circumstances,  to  assist  the  individuals  '  for  this  accent. 

concerned  in  these  claims.  We  are  told  that  it  Mr.  Fi^ller  thought  it  manifest  that  a  service 
had  never  been  contemplated  to  afford  assistance  of  this  kind  was  requisite,  and  that  the  appropria- 
te th^e  private  claimants,  in  this  case.  xMr.  R.  tion  was  neces.sary.  If  it  was  contemplated  that 
said,  he  differed  from  the  gentleman  from  Dela-  \  the  Attorney  General  or  the  Secretary  of  State 
ware  in  that  opinion.  He  knew  that  the  agent  should  perform  this  service,  why  was  the  amount 
had,  since  his  appointment,  frequently  communi-  appropriated  the  last  year?  He  considered  that 
cated  with  the  private  claimants.  He  knew  that  the  President  had  a  right  to  appoint  one  or  twenty 
great  sensibility  and  apprehension  had  been  ex-  agents  for  this  purpose,  if  it  had  been  necessary, 
pressed  by  the  claimants,  at  the  prospect  that  this  j  The  fulfilment  of  the  treaty  was  in  the  province 
agent  would  be  taken  away  from  the  commission,  i  of  the  Department  of  State';  and  it  is  possible  that 
There  were  a  great  many  nice  points,  he  said,  j  the  duty  of  that  appointment  might  have  devolved 
which  were  growing  out  of  this  subject.  The  !  on  the  Secretary  of  State.  If  there  has  been  any 
award  of  the  Emperor  ol  Russia  had  made  the  thing  improper  let  us  make  an  investi<ration  on  the 
matter  but  little  plainer  than  it  was  before.  |  subject.     There  is  no  evidence  of  unnecessary  de- 

Mr.  R.  said,  he  did  not  feel  it  necessary  to  say  [  lay,  or  any  impropriety  in  this  business.  He  un- 
any  thing  as  to  the  manner  in  which  this  agent  i  derstood  it  was  very  difficult  to  ascertain  the 
had  discharged  his  duty.  He  very  well  knew  the  average  value  of  slaves  at  that  time.  This  a<renl 
gentleman  who  had  been  apjKJinted  ;  and  he  did    had  been  under  the  necessity  of  resortin^r  to  various 


not  believe  there  was  any  man  more  competent  to 
the  business.  This  was  the  very  period  in  the 
progress  of  these  claims,  at  which  the  services  of 
the  agent  were  most  wanted  ;  and,  if  he  were  taken 
away,  the  claimants  would  be  involved  in  great 
difficulty. 

Mr.  WicKLiFFE  thought  that  a  provision  for  a 
salary  officer,  whose  duties  were  not  defined,  who 


means  of  information — the  business  is  not  yet  con- 
cluded. Individuals  have  been  led  to  rely  on  the 
good  faith  of  the  Government,  and  now  they  are 
to  be  cut  off  in  the  middle  of  the  subject.  It 
would  be  an  act  of  gross  injustice  to  take  away 
this  assistance. 

Mr.  Tucker,  of  Virginia,  thought  it  was  rather 
singular  the  House  should  be  engaged  in  the  dis- 
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cussion  of  this  mattefi^  vol  vine  a  sam  of  $2,000, 
when  it  is  well  known  to  be  the  opinion  of  the 
Secretary  of  State,  and  of  Mr.  Cheves,  the  Com- 
missioner, that  this  accent  was  very  necessary.  Mr. 
T.  proceeded  to  state  the  reasons  which  induced 
him  to  believe  that  his  services  were  very  valua- 
ble towards  effecting  the  objects  of  the  commis- 
sion, and  that  thase  services  were  now  even  more 
requisite  than  they  had  been  during  the  past  year. 
He  thought  the  true  dignity  of  the  Government 
was  in  protecting  the  rights  and  the  interests  of 
its  citizens.  He  denied  that  this  duty  could  have 
been  properly  performed  by  the  Secretary  of  Slate 
or  the  Attorney  General,  consistently  with  the  due 
performance  of  their  other  duties.  He  thought  the 
individual  who  held  this  office  was  more  compe- 
tent, from  his  acquaintance  with  the  nature  of  ihe 
duties  to  be  performed,  than  any  other  person. 

Mr.  STORRa  said,  that  two  reasons  had  been 
given  in  favor  of  the  appropriation  for  this  agent 
— the  protection  of  the  public  interest,  and  those 
of  tiu-  private  claimants.  But  the  Secretary  of 
State  did  not,  m  1823,  when  the  first  appropria- 
tion was  to  be  made,  mention  the  necessity  of  this 
agent  in  relation  to  the  public  interest.  He  merely 
states  that  such  a  person  would  be  desirable  to 
forward  the  views  of  the  private  claimants.  Mr. 
S.  thought  that,  as  the  duty  of  this  agent  was  not 
of  a  public  nature,  that  the  office  ought  to  stop. 
It  was  easier  to. get  a  man  into  office  than  to  get 
him  out ;  and  when  his  services  are  no  longer  ne- 
cessary to  the  public,  his  office  ought  to  be  dis- 
continued. This  agent  is  not  known  as  a  public 
officer — his  name  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  Regis- 
ter. The  reason  given  for  his  appointment,  in 
reference  to  the  average  value  of  slaves,  had  not 
been  discovered  until  it  came  up  in  this  House. 
Six  months  would  have  been  ample  time  to  have 
collected  evidence  on  this  subject,  from  all  parts 
of  the  country. 

Mr.  S.  went  on  to  state  his  objections  to  this 
appropriation.  He  produced  some  instances  to 
prove  that  discretion  ought  not  to  be  given  to  the 
Executive  Department  to  create  offices.  If  there 
were  a  necessity  for  the  officer,  the  office  ought  to 
be  established  by  law.  As  he  was  only  appointed  ,' 
for  the  benefit  of  the  private  claimants,  and  as 
they  were  no  more  entitled  to  such  a  favor  than 
any  other  claimants,  Mr.  S.  thought  Congress 
ought  not  to  authorize  his  appointment. 

Mr.  Forsyth  made  some  explanation  in  refer- 
ence to  a  remark  of  Mr.  Storh.s,  relative  to  the  . 
Florida  treaty.  i 

Mr.  McLane.  of  Delaware,  replied  to  some  of 
the  remarks  which   had   been  made  against  his 
amendment.     He  felt  perfectly  convinc'ed  of  the 
uselessuess  of  this  appointment,  and,  for  that  rea- 
son, considered   himself  bound  to  resist   it.     He  I 
had  intended  no  imputation  against  the  Secretary  | 
of  State.     He  felt  a  high  respect  for  him.     But  if,  I 
as  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  had  stated^  ! 
we  were  bound    to  take  estimates  on  this  subject!  ' 
It  should   be  recollected   that  §18,000  instead  of 
$4,500,  would  have  been  appropriated  for  the  sup- 
port of  this  commission.     It  was  the  duty  of  the 
President,  through  his  Secretary  of  State,  to  col- 


lect the  information  for  which  the  agent  was  ap- 
pointed. Mr.  McL.  contended  that  the  Govern- 
ment was  not  bound  to  sustain  these  claims,  and 
that  it  ou^ht  not  to  commit  itself  in  regard  to 
them.  It  was  the  duty  of  the  Government  to 
make  the  best  provision  it  could  for  the  citizens, 
at  the  conclusion  of  war.  This  had  been  done  in 
reference  to  these  claimants,  and  the  Government 
had  done  its  duty  towards  them.  He  wanted  no 
I  furLher  evidence  of  tlie  want  of  necessity  for  this 
agent,  than,  that  a  year  should  have  been  con- 
sumed in  doing  what  might  have  been  done  in  six 
months.  He  was  rather  disposed  to  argue  that 
the  business  had  already  been  completed,  the  du- 
ties of  the  agent  having  commenced  a  year  ago, 
while  that  of  the  commissioners  bad  begun  but 
six  months  since.  It  had  been  stated  by  the  gen- 
:  tleman  from  Virginia  that  the  business  was  not 
yet  done.  If  so,  it  was  not  the  (ault  of  the  com- 
missioners, but  of  the  agent.  He  meant  no  in- 
sinuations against  the  individual  in  this  case,  but 
he  spoke  of  the  fact.  It  was  quite  time  the  office 
was  abolished.  If  the  business  had  been  left  with 
the  Secretary  of  State,  with  his  known  vigilance, 
he  would  have  completed  these  duties  long  since. 

Mr.  BucKNER  diti'ered  from  his  honorable  col- 
league (Mr.  Wickliffe)  on  this  subject.  He  be- 
lieved the  ground  that  it  was  not  the  duty  of  Gov- 
ernment to  provide  an  agent  in  this  case,  because 
only  a  portion  of  its  citizens,  and  not  the  whole, 
were  concerned,  was  not  correct.  He  thought 
there  was  force  in  the  remark,  that  these  losses 
were  sustained  in  consequence  of  an  act  of  the 
Government.  The  Government  has  acted  from 
honorable  motives  in  this  case.  It  had  an  eye  to 
the  rights  and  interests  of  its  citizens.  He  pro- 
ceeded to  remark  upon  the  obligations  of  a  Gov- 
ernment to  see  that  remuneration  was  made  for 
the  losses  sustained  by  its  citizens  in  time  of  war. 
He  was  not  possessed  of  sufficient  information  as 
to  the  propriety  of  this  appropriation.  If  the 
agent  had  failed  in  his  duty,  it  was  not  a  good 
reason,  as  he  thought,  for  refusing  the  appropria- 
tion. The  sum  was  a  mere  pittance,  hardly  worth 
the  interest  that  had  been  displayed  in  regard  to  it. 

Mr.  Poinsett  said  that  he  believed  the  duties 
of  this  agency  had  been  very  arduous,  and  had 
been  performed  in  a  very  satisfactory  manner. 
He  thought  the  business  of  the  commission  would 
sufl'er  materially  by  withholding  the  appropriation 
for  the  agent. 

Mr.  FoRHVTH  replied  to  the  remark  of  Mr. 
Poinsett.  He  denied  the  existence  of  the  diffi- 
culties which  had  been  supposed  to  exist  in  con- 
Tiexion  with  this  agency.  He  said  the  whole  in- 
formation required  of  the  agent  ought  to  have 
been  prepared  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  commis- 
sioners in  August  last.  Every  particle  of  the  in- 
formation might  have  been  obtained  by  circular 
letters,  written  by  one  of  the  clerks  of  the  Depart- 
ment. The  Government  had  no  other  interest  in 
the  business  than  to  see  that  justice  was  done  to 
these  claimants,  it  had  placed  them  in  the  way 
to  obtain  that  justice.  Its  duty  had  been  per- 
formed towards  them.  In  regard  to  the  manner 
in  which  the  appointment  was  made,  it  had  nev- 
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er  been  submitted  to  Congress  until  the  present 
session. 

Mr.  McLane  explained.  He  stated  that  the 
appropriation  for  this  commission  had  been  made 
the  last  year,  in  pursuance  of  a  statement  of  the 
amount  required,  as  received  from  the  Depart- 
ment of  State.  In  that  statement  was  included 
the  salary  of  this  agent. 

Mr.  Hamilton  said  that  this  agent  had  been 
engaged  in  an  extensive  correspondence  on  this 
subject — he  had  it  not  in  his  power  to  compel 
persons  to  answer  these  letters,  and  unavoidable 
delays  had  taken  place.  He  said,  if  the  subject 
was  not  fairly  before  the  House  at  the  last  session, 
It  was  the  fault  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means.  He  said  the  agent  did 
not  deserve  the  insinuations  that  had  been  thrown 
out  against  him.  Mr.  H.  had  himself  had  reason 
to  know  that  the  most  important  information  had 
been  furnished  to  the  claimants  by  the  gentleman 
who  held  the  office. 

Mr.  McLane  replied.  He  had  not  intended  to 
throw  out  any  censure  against  the  individual  who 
filled  this  office,  nor  against  any  department  of 
the  Government,  for  his  appointment.  If  there 
had  been  a  necessity  of  the  agency  once,  it  did 
not  follow  that  it  should  now  be  continued.  He 
had  said,  and  he  well  knew,  that  other  private 
agents  had  been  appointed  by  the  individual 
claimants;  and  he  would  not  consent  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  an  agent  totally  irresponsible  to  the 
claimants,  and  at  liberty  to  do  their  business  or 
not,  as  he  chose. 

Mr.  Sandford  was  in  favor  of  the  appropria- 
tion— he  thought  that  appropriations  had  been 
made  for  much  more  useless  purposes,  and  that  it 
was  the  duty  of  Government  to  provide  assistance 
for  these  claimants,  and  save  those  who  were  very 
poor  from  the  necessity  of  employing  counsel. 

Mr.  Forsyth  explained  in  reference  to  his 
previous  remarks.  As  a  member  of  Congress,  he 
fell  that  he  must  vote  against  the  appropriation, 
as  not  being  required  by  the  public  interest,  or  the 
interests  of  the  individual  claimants. 

Mr.  Hamilton  made  a  few  remarks  in  confirm- 
ation of  what  he  had  previously  said. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  McLane's 
motion  to  amend  the  amendment  of  the  Senate, 
by  striking  out  the  provision  for  the  agent,  and 
carried  in  the  affirmative— 97  to  52.  The  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate,  as  amended,  was  then 
agreed  to. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  reported  progress, 
and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

The  House  adjourned  till  Monday. 


Monday,  March  29. 
Mr.  Mitchell,  of  Maryland,  presented  a  peti- 
tion of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  sixth  Con^^res- 
sional  district  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  prayint^ 
for  the  aid  of  the  General  Government  in  the 
erection  of  bridges,  at  places  therein  mentioned, 
for  the  purpose  of  facilitating  the  transportation  of 
the  United  States'  mails. — Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 
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Mr.  Cambreleno  presented  a  petition  of  Jacob 
Schieffelin  and  Son,  of  New  York,  merchant.^, 
setting  forth  that,  in  1809,  a  considerable  amount 
of  property  belonging  to  them,  lying  in  a  port  in 
Holland,  was  seized  by  French  authorities,  trans- 
ported to  the  port  of  Antwerp,  and  there  sold, 
without  condemnation,  and  the  proceeds  paid  into 
the  Treasury  of  France,  and  praying  the  inter- 
position of  Congress  in  such  manner  as  to  procure 
them  redress  for  their  wrongs. 

Mr.  Poinsett  presented  a  memorial  of  Anthony 
Le  Courtois,  of  Charleston,  in  the  State  of  South 
Carolina,  setting  forth  that,  in  1811,  while  pursu- 
ing a  lawful  voyage  from  the  United  States  to 
Russia,  his  vessel  was  captured  by  a  French  pri- 
vate armed  cruiser,  and,  with  her  cargo,  was  con- 
demned, by  which  the  petitioner  has  been  reduced 
to  poverty  and  distress;  and  praying  such  relief  in 
the  premises  as,  in  the  wisdom  of  Congress,  may 
seem  meet  and  proper. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  and  memorial 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

Mr.  Holco.mbe  presented  a  memorial  of  John 
M.  Gamble,  a  captain  of  marines  in  the  Navy  of 
the  United  States,  stating  that,  while  attached  to 
the  frigate  Essex,  commanded  by  Captain  Porter, 
cruising  in  the  Pacific  Ocean,  in  the  late  war 
with  Great  Britain,  he  was  placed  in  command  of 
a  vessel  captured  and  manned  by  the  Essex;  ia 
which  vesssel  he  afterwards  fell  in  with,  and  cap- 
tured, a  British  ship  of  very  superior  force,  and 
praying  to  be  allowed  prize  money  for  himself 
and  crew,  for  said  capture. — Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  Call  presented  a  petition  of  divers  inhab- 
itants of  the  city  of  St.  Augustine,  and  of  other 
parts  of  the  eastern  section  of  the  Territory  of 
Florida,  praying  permission  to  cut  a  canal  through 
public  lands,  lying  between  said  city  and  the 
river  St.  John's;  which  petition  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Fuller,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Barbara 
Paulas;  which  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mitchell,  of  Maryland,  the 
Committee  on  Commerce  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  erecting  a  light- 
house on  Poole's  Island,  in  the  Chesapeake  Bay. 

GENER.^L  APPROPRL\TION  BILL.    ' 

The  House  then  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the 
appropriation  bill  "  for  the  support  of  Government 
for  the  year  1824." 

The  question  being  then  on  the  amendment 
striking  out  of  the  bill  the  following  clause  :  "And 
'  provided,  also,  that  no  person,  receiving  an  an- 
'  nual  salary  from  the  Government  of  the  United 
'  States,  shall  receive  any  thing  in  addition  there- 

*  to  for  any  official  services  whatever,  by  way  of 

*  perquisites,  or  extra   compensation,  except  for 
'  fees  of  office  which  may  be  established  bylaw;" 

Mr.  Cocke  stated  a  number  of  facts  in  relation 
to  the  compensation  received  by  Governors  of 
Territories,  for  extra  services.  He  quoted  the  law 
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appointing  the  salaries  of  those  officers,  and  con- 
tended that  they  had  received,  in  some  cases, 
double  what  the  law  warranted,  for  the  perform- 
ance of  duties  which  properly  pertained  to  their 
functions  as  Governors.  He  acknowledged  that  he 
had  been  under  a  wrong  impression  with  respect 
to  the  Navy  Commissioners,  who,  he  was  happy 
to  state,  received  nothing  beyond  what  the  laws 
of  their  country  prescribe.  He  made  some  remarks 
on  the  compensation  received  by  the  Surveyor 
General,  on  which  he  entirely  differed  from  the 
opinion  given  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  he 
read  a  report  of  the  former  committee  of  the  House 
in  confirmation  of  his  views. 

Mr.  Vance,  of  Ohio,  explained  what  he  appre- 
hended to  be  the  state  of  the  law  on  the  subject 
of  Territorial  Governors.  He  gave  a  statement  of 
the  compensation  allowed  to  the  Superintendents 
of  Indian  Affairs,  from  the  first  organization  of  the 
Government,  and  the  changes  which  had  taken 
place  to  the  present  time,  and  he  contended  that 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  was  mistaken  in 
supposing  that  the  emoluments  received  by  the 
Governors  of  Territories  were  not  warranted  by 
legal  provisions.  He  reprobated  the  idea  of  at- 
tempting to  regulate  the  Indian  Department  by  a 
clause  in  an  appropriation  bill;  and  contended 
that  the  clause,  if  restored,  would  operate  with 
great  injustice,  especially  on  the  Governor  of 
Michigan,  whose  disbursements,  in  relation  to 
Indian  affairs,  were  very  great,  and  who,  if  de- 
prived of  the  compensation  now  allowed  to  him, 
would  be  placed  on  a  lower  and  worse  footing 
than  a  common  Indian  agent.  He  dwelt  on  the 
improvements  which  had  been  introduced  into  the 
Indian  Department  during  the  present  Adminis- 
tration, for  which  he  contended  that  the  present 
Secretary  of  War  was  entitled  to  the  respect  and 
gratitude  of  the  House,  and  of  the  country. 

Mr.  McLane  spoke  in  reply.  He  discussed  at 
length  the  laws  in  relation  both  to  the  Territorial 
Governors  and  the  Surgeon  General,  which  he 
stated  as  fully  warranting  what  they  received. 
If  any  improvement  was  to  be  introduced  into 
the  Indian  Department,  the  present  bill  was  not 
the  proper  one  to  effect  it,  and  the  discussion  was 
only  calculated  to  embarrass  it. 

Mr.  Warfield  quoted  several  laws  in  relation 
to  the  appointment  of  Indian  agents,  and  opposed 
the  clause  which  the  Senate  had  stricken  out,  as 
being  of  too  broad  and  unguarded  a  character. 
Possibly  abuses  did  exist,  and  the  laws  in  relation 
to  Indian  affairs  would  certainly  be  better  for  re 


vision  ;  but  this  must  be  done  as  a  separate  mat- 
ter, and  with  deliberation.  He  hoped  the  discus- 
''^OQ  of  fhat  subject  would  be  now  relinquished. 

Mr.  Call,  of  Florida,  slated  the  many  valuable 
services  performed  by  the  Governor  of  that  Ter- 
ritory, and  argued  in  favor  of  the  equity  of  some 
farther  compensation  than  his  mere  salary  as 
Governor.  He  remarked  at  large  on  the  case  of 
the  Surgeon  General,  stated  the  value  of  his  ser- 
vices, his  necessity  of  obedience,  as  attached  to 
tne  Army,  even  in  the  performance  of  the  longest 
and  most  expensive  journeys.  He  was  in  con- 
stant activity,  and  his  salary  alone  mn^ht  be  ex- 


hausted by  a  single  journey  ;  talent  and  services 
were  nowhere  so  poorly  rewarded  as  in  the  medi- 
cal staff  of  our  Army  ;  and  if  we  persisted  in  this 
policy,  talent  would  retire  from  the  service  of  the 
Government,  &c. 

Mr.  Cocke  spoke  in  reply;  and  insisted  on  the 
grounds  he  had  formerly  taken.  The  provi.sion 
was  not  aimed  at  any  one  in  particular — its  lan- 
guage and  its  aim  were  general.  He  stated  some 
funher  facts  as  to  the  compensations  received. 

Mr.  Vance,  of  Ohio,  explained  some  of  his 
former  statements,  and  added  facts  in  reply. 

Mr.  WicKLiFFE  recalled  the  remembrance  of 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  to  what  had  passed 
in  this  House  when  the  clause  now  stricken  out 
by  the  Senate  had  been  proposed  by  that  gentle- 
man, when  he  stated  that  it  was  not  meant  to 
include  Territorial  Governors.  If  the  gentleman 
disapproved  of  the  amounts  now  received,  he 
wished  that  gentleman,  as  head,  (to  use  a  phrase 
of  his  own)  of  the  '•  Indian  Committee,''  would 
introduce  a  provision  to  fix  and  regulate  their 
compensation. 

Mr.  Cocke  explained. 

Mr.  Cook  observed  that  the  present  case  showed 
the  impropriety  of  receiving  statements  from  the 
departments  which  did  not  come  before  the  House 
in  an  official  form.  The  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee had  produced  some  statements,  but  they 
were  incomplete.  Mr.  C.  had  had  personal  op- 
portunity of  observing  the  performance  of  the  du- 
ties by  the  Governor  of  a  Territory,  and  he  knew 
them  to  be  difficult  and  perplexing.  He  referred 
to  censures  formerly  cast  on  Governor  Cass,  the 
investigation  which  had  ensued,  and  the  complete 
vindication  which  was  the  result. 

Mr.  Cocke  replied  in  a  few  words,  and  Mr. 
Cook  rejoined. 

Mr.  Rich  advocated,  in  a  few  observations,  the 
propriety  of  the  principle  of  the  amendment,  but 
thought  it  best  nst  to  insist  on  its  insertion  in  the 
present  bill. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  non-concur- 
ring with  the  Senate  in  their  amendment,  and 
decided  in  the  negative— ayes  42,  noes  90. 

So  the  House  concurred  in  the  Senate's  amend- 
ment, and  refused  to  restore  this  clause  to  the  bill. 

The  following  amendment  of  the  Senate  being 
under  consideration,  viz:  "  for  graduating  and  im- 
proving the  ground  near  the  President's   house 
within  the  enclosure,  ^2,000,"  ' 

Mr.  F0R8YTH  opposed  it  in  a  few  words. 

Mr.  Cushman,  of  Maine,  said,  that  it  was  not 
to  be  expected  that  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Buildings  could  carry  back  their  researches  to  the 
foundation  of  this  city,  in  order  to  ascertain  whe- 
ther every  dollar  and  cent  appropriated  had  been 
laid  out  to  the  best  advantage.  The  task  was  too 
arduous  for  anjr  one  committee  to  perform  during 
a  ses6ion  of  Congress.  He  questioned  whether 
*n^"u^^  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  with 
all  their  commendable  industry,  and  unwearied 
assiduity  and  talent,  were  able  to  perform  so  Her- 
culean a  labor. 

There  was  a  Committee  on  the  Expenditures  of 
the  Public  Buildings.     It  was  the  province  of  this 
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committee  to  inquire  whether  the  sums  appropri- 
ated had  been  judiciously  expended  ;  to  collect  all 
useful  information,  and  report  it.  With  respect 
to  the  amendment,  he  could  repeat  what  he  had 
before  said,  that  it  was  not  of  his  seeking.  The 
Senate  introduced  it  of  their  own  will  and  plea- 
sure. They  acted,  he  presumed,  not  without  rea- 
son or  due  consideration.  They  took  a  survey  of 
the  whole  ground.  That  honorable  body  had 
a  Constitutional  right  to  make  the  amendment. 
Decent  respect  was  due  to  their  opinions.  Mr. 
C.  called  on  gentlemen  to  view  the  public  grounds, 
and  say  whether  they  did  not  need  the  improve- 
ments which  the  appropriation  proposes  to  effect. 
The  grounds  attached  to  the  President's  house,  in 
particular,  were  in  a  rough,  uncouth,  unsightly, 
chaotic  state,  and  exhibited  an  appearance  not  very 
honorable  to  the  taste  and  character  of  this  nation. 
Much  labor  was  required  to  level  or  graduate,  to 
smooth  and  embellish  them.  He  conceived  that 
gentlemen  would  feel  a  pride  and  pleasure  in  giv- 
ing to  this  liule  world  of  the  nation's  creation, 
proportion  and  comeliness.  And  what  more  no- 
ble displays  could  they  make  of  their  legislative 
wisdom  and  energy,  than  to  give  to  that  which  is 
without  for^a,  and  void,  beauty,  order,  and  har- 
mony 1  It  was  not,  he  knew,  in  the  power  of  this 
House  to  create  all  things  out  of  nothing;  but  it 
would  be  a  commendable  effort,  from  chaos  to 
form  a  regular  system. 

Mr.  C.  deemed  it  decorous,  before  he  sat  down, 
to  reply  to  the  worthy  member  from  Tennessee, 
(Mr.  Sandford.)  who,  on  a  former  occasion,  so 
pathetically  appealed  to  the  sympathies  of  this 
Committee.  Whenever  that  honorable  gentleman, 
said  Mr.  C,  lifts  up  his  voice,  I  always  listen 
with  pleasure,  because  I  consider  the  worthy  mem- 
ber a  patriot  indeed,  in  whom  there  is  no  guile. 
That  gentleman  seemed  to  consider  it  strange, 
and  even  a  "  reproach  to  this  House,"  that,  while 
we  were  voting  liberal  sums  to  improve  our  grounds 
and  pave  our  foot-walks,  a  mere  pittance  should 
be  refused  to  pay  an  advocate  to  plead  the  cause 
of  the  widow  and  the  fatherless,  and  him  who  had 
DO  helper.  For  my  part,  said  Mr.  Cushman,  if 
this  were  a  reproach,  I  had  no  share  in  it;  I  did 
not  vote,  neither  do  I  believe  I  shaj^ote.  against 
the  appropriation.  For,  whatever  reluctance  he, 
Mr.  C,  might  feel  in  considering  human  flesh  and 
blood  in  the  light  of  property,  compensation  was 
stipulated  to  the  losers  of  this  species  by  treaty; 
and  he  conceived  the  honor  and  faith  of  the  na- 
tion to  be  pledged  to  the  citizens  to  carry  all  its 
provisions  strictly  into  effect.  And,  if  it  were  ne- 
cessary for  the  purpose  to  employ  an  attorney,  or 
ageat,  or  minister  of  subordinate  grade,  envoy  ex- 
traordinary, or  even  an  amba.ssador,  he  was  wil- 
ling to  vote  a  salary.  There  is,  said  Mr.  C,  a 
wide  difference  in  the  two  cases.  The  sums  which 
we  vote  even  to  our  useful  officers  not  unfre- 
quently  perish  in  using,  and  the  effect  is  unseen. 
Whereas,  our  grants  to  improve  and  embellish  the 
city  remain  for  a  long  time,  to  delight  the  eye,  anjl 
to  subserve  purposes  of  utility  and  convenience. 

While,  therefore,  we  are  sparing  of  our  funds  in 
the  one  case,  in  the  other  we  may,  with  great  pro- 


priety, be  bountiful.  This  city,  said  he,  is  the 
rallying  point  of  the  nation  ;  the  centre  of  attrac- 
tion— a  bond  of  political  union.  He  was  ambi- 
tious to  give  it  all  the  improvements  and  decora- 
tions becoming  our  Confederated  Republic.  And 
such  was  his  zeal  and  enthusiasm,  that  he  would 
cheerfully  vote  to  diminish  his  own  compensation 
to  aid  these  desirable  attainments. 

Mr.  Forsyth  replied,  and  stated  his  objection 
to  be  founded  on  the  existence  of  an  unexpended 
balance,  which  might  be  applied  to  the  object, 
without  any  new  specified  grant. 

Mr.  Whipple  supported  the  amendment  as  ne- 
cessary and  proper.  He  described  the  stale  of  the 
grounds  referred  to,  «S:c. 

The  question  being  taken  on  non-concurring  in 
the  amendment  of  the  Senate,  it  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative — ayes  89,  noes  55. 

So  the  Senate's  amendment  was  con-concurred 
in  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Hamilton  offered  the  following  as  an 
amendment  to  the  fifth  amendment  of  the  Senate: 

"And  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars  for  compen- 
sation to  the  agent  or  attorney,  employed  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  to  arrange  the  testimony  to  be  adduced 
to  the  Commission,  under  the  Convention  of  St.  Pe- 
tersburg, for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  average 
value  of  slaves  taken  by  Great  Britain  at  the  close  of 
the  late  war ;  which  appointment  is  to  continue  until 
the  average  value  has  been  fixed,  and  no  longer;  and 
the  said  compensation  is  not  to  extend  beyond  the 
time  the  said  agent  is  actually  employed,  and,  for  ttie 
time  be  is  so  employed,  bis  said  compensation  to  be 
estimated  at  the  rate  of  two  thousand  dollars  per  an- 
num." 

The  Chairman  pronounced  the  motion  to  be 
out  of  order. 

Mr.  Archer,  to  afford  the  gentleman  an  oppor- 
tunity to  have  his  amendment  discussed,  moved  a 
reconsideration  of  the  vote  of  this  House  on  the 
Senate's  fifth  amendment  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Hamilton  explained  the  amendment  he 
wished  to  introduce,  and  insisted  on  the  value  and 
necessity  of  the  services  of  the  agent;  and  the 
guards  contained  in  the  amendment  against  his 
receiving  compensation  without  performing  the 
service. 

The  question  being  put  on  reconsidering  the 
vote  of  Saturday,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  reported  their 
concurrence  in  the  first,  second,  third,  sixth,  sev- 
enth, and  eighth  amendments;  their  disagreement 
to  the  fourth ;  and  reported  the  fifth  with  an 
amendment,  as  already  severally  stated. 

The  question  being  put  in  the  House  on  con- 
curring in  the  decisions  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  it  was  carried. 

Mr.  Hamilton  offered  the  ?ame  amendment 
he  had  moved  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  modi- 
fying it  50  as  to  strike  out  the  last  sentence  of  it- 
Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  objected  to 
the  amendment  as  still  more  objectionable  than 
that  from  the  Senate,  in  which  the  House  had 
refused  to  concur. 

Mr.  Hamilton  further  modified  his  amendment, 
(at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Rich,)  by  striking  out 
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"Secretary  of  State,"  and  inserting  "President 
of  the  United  States." 

Mr.  Forsyth  opposed  the  amendment  on  the 
grounds  taken  in  the  former  debate  on  this  sub- 
ject. 

Mr.  Foot  advocated  it  in  a  few  words,  and 
Mr.  McLane  added  a  correction  in  point  of  fact; 
when  the  question  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
on  agreeing  to  the  amendment — and  stood  as  fol- 
lows: 

YiAS— Merar*.  P.  P.  Barbour,  Bassett,  Bradley, 
Buchanan,  Buckner,  Burleigh,  Casgedy,  Crafla, 
Crowninahield,  Cushman,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania, 
Farrelly,  Foot  of  Connecticut,  Fuller,  Garnett,  Gist, 
GoTan,  Gurley,  Hamilton,  Hayward,  Hemphill,  Hol- 
combe,  Jennings,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  J.  T.  Johnson, 
Kent,  Lathrop,  Lee,  Leftwich,  Lincoln,  Livingston, 
McDufEc,  Miller,  Moore  of  Kentucky,  Moore  of  Ala- 
bama, Neale,  NeUon,  Newton,  Owen,  Patterson  of 
Pennsylvania,  Patterson  of  Ohio,  Poinsett,  Reed,  Rich, 
Rives,  Rogers,  Saunders,  Sloane,  William  Smith, 
Spence,  A.  Stevenson,  Tod,  Tomlinson,  Tucker  of 
Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carohna,  Warfield,  Wayne, 
Whittlesey,  James  Wilson,  WiUon  of  South  Carolina! 
and  Wood— 61. 

Nats — Messrs.  Abhot,  Adams,  Alexander  of  Vir- 
ginia, Alexander  of  Tennessee,  Allen  of  Tennessee, 
Archer,  Baylies,  Barber  of  Connecticut,  Bartley,  Blair, 
Brent,  Brown,  Buck,  Burton,  Cambreleng,  Campbell 
of  Ohio,  Carter,  Cary,  Clark,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Collins, 
Condict,  Conner,  Craig,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Day, 
Durfee,  Dwinell,  Dwight,  Eaton,  Eddy,  Edwards  of 
North  Carolina.  Findiay,  Floyd,  Forsyth,  Frost,  Gar- 
rison. Gazlay,  Hall,  Harris,  Harvey,  Hayden.  Henry, 
Herkimer,  Hogeboom,  Hooks,  Isacks,  Jenkins,  F. 
Johnson,  Kidder,  Kremcr,  Lawrence,  Letcher,  Litch- 
field. Livermore,  Locke,  Long,  McArthur,  McCoy, 
McKean,  McKim,  McLane  of  Delaware,  Mangum, 
Markiey,  Martindale,  Matlack,  MaUon,  Metcalfe, 
Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania,  Mitchell  of  Maryland] 
O'Brien,  Plumer  of  New  Hampshire,  Plumcr  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Prince,  Rankin,  Reynolds,  Richards,  Rose, 
Sandford,  Scott,  Sharpe,  Sibley.  Arthur  Smith,  Alex-' 
ander  Smyth,  Spaight,  Standcfer,  Sterling,  Storrs, 
Swan,  Taylor,  Ten  Eyck,  Test,  Thompson  of  Georgia, 
Thompson  of  Kentucky.  Trimble,  Udree,  Vance  of 
North  Carolina,  Vance  of  Ohio,  Van  Rensselaer,  Van 
Wyck,  Vinton,  Whipple,  Whitman,  Wickliffe,  Wil- 
liams of  New  York,  Williams  of  Virginia,  Williams 
of  North  Carolina,  Henry  Wilson,  Wilson  of  Ohio, 
Woods,  and  Wright — 113. 

So  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Hamilton  was  re- 
jected. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  returned  to  the 
Senate,  with  a  message,  announcing  the  decision 
on  the  amendment. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  repeal  an  act  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  B.  Hogan,"  was 
read  a  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate 
for  concurrence. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 


Tdesoay,  March  30. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  for  the  District 

of  Columbia,  to  which  was  referred,  on  the  12th 

of  January,  1824,  a  memorial  of  the  Common 

Council  of  Alexandria,  reported  a  bill  further  to 


amend  the  charter  of  the  said  town  of  Alexandria  j 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  K.,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred,  on  the  12th  of  January,  1824  a  me- 
morial of  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton, reported  a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  to 
incorporate  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, passed  on  the  15th  of  May,  1820;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  K.,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  was 
referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  "An 
act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  'An  act  for  the 
establishment  of  a  turnpike  company  in  the  county 
of  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,"  re- 
ported the  same  with  amendments;  which  were 
read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  and  the  amend- 
ments were  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill 
read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Crowni.nshield,  from  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  to  which  was  committed  the  bill 
from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  extending  the 
term  of  pensions,  granted  to  persons  disabled,  and 
to  the  widows  and  orphans  of  those  who  have 
been  slain,  or  who  have  died  in  consequence  of 
wounds  or  casualties  received  while  in  the  line  of 
their  duly,  on  board  the  private  armed  ships  of 
the  United  States  during  the  war,"  reported  the 
same  with  amendments ;  which  were  read,  and 
the  amendments  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  the 
bill  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

iMr.  Crowmnshielo,  from  the  same  committee, 
to  whom  was  referred  a  message  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Slates  upon  the  subject,  re- 
ported a  bill  to  re-organize  and  fix  the  Naval  Es- 
tablishment of  the  United  States;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  viz:  1st.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Charles 
Gwynn,  of  Baltimore;  2d.  An  act  to  authorize 
the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  Benjamin  Lin- 
coln, and  others  ;  in  which  they  ask  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House. 

The  said  bills  were  read  twice,  and  committed  ; 
the  Jirst  to  the  Committee  of  Claims;  the  scccmd 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Barbara  Paulas,"  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

Three  Messages  were  received  from  the  Presi- 
dent or  THE  Unitld  States,  which  were  read, 
and  are  as  follows  : 

rimsT. 
To  the  Home  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  transmit  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
together  with  a  report  from  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office,  accompanied  by  the  necessary 
documenU,  communicating  the  information  heretofore 
requested  by  a  resolution  of  the  Heuse,  in  relation 
to  the  salt  springs,  lead  and  copper  mines,  together 
with  the  probable  value  of  each  of  them,  and  of  the 
reservations  attached  to  each  ;  the  extent  to  which 
they  have  been  worked,  the  advantages  and  proximity 
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of  each  to  navigable  waters,  and  the  origin,  nature, 
and  extent  of  any  claim  made  to  them  by  individuals 
or  companies;  which  reports  contain  all  the  informa- 
tion at  present  possessed  on  the  subjects  of  the  said 
resolution. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Mabch  28,  1824. 

The  Message  and  accompanying  documents 
were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

SECOHD. 

To  the  House  of  Representatives  oftJ^e  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  of  the  14th  instant,  requesting  infor- 
mation whether  an  advance  of  compensation  had  been 
made  to  any  of  the  Commissioners  who  had  been  ap- 
pointed fur  the  examination  of  the  titles  and  claims 
to  land  in  Florida,  and  by  what  authority  such  ad- 
vance,  if  any,  had  btjen  made,  I  transmit  a  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  Stale,  which  contains  the  information 
required. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
Mabch  30,  1824. 

The  Message  and  accompanying  documents 
were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

THIKD. 

A  Message  enclosing  certain  papers  enumerated 
in  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  vVar,  relating  to 
the  compact  between  the  United  States  and  the 
State  of  Georgia,  entered  into  in  1802. — [For  this 
Message  and  Documents  see  debate.  Senate  pro- 
ceedings of  April  1,  ante.] — Referred  to  a  select 
committee.  Mr.  Forsyth,  Mr.  Cuthbert,  Mr. 
McDuFFiE,  Mr.  Cobb,  and  Mr.  Long,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  on  the  bill  to 
amend  the  several  acts  laying  duties  on  imports, 
Mr.  CoNoicT  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Clay  took  the  floor,  about  eleven  o'clock, 
in  reply  to  the  speech  of  Mr.  Barbour  delivered 
on  Friday,  and  in  support  of  the  general  princi- 
ples of  the  tariff  bill.  Mr.  C.  had  not  concluded, 
when  at  half-past  three  o'clock,  he  gave  way  to 
a  motion  for  the  Committee  to  rise;  and  the 
Committee  rose. 


Weonesoay,  March  31. 

Mr.  Wickliffe,  from  the  committee  to  which 
was  referred  a  Message  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  communicating  a  report  of  engi- 
neers appointed  to  examine  and  survey  the  Ohio 
and  Mississippi  rivers,  made  a  detailed  report,  ac- 
companied by  a  bill  appropriating  money  to  assist 
the  States  of  Kentucky  and  Ohio  to  open  a  canal 
around  the  falls  of  the  river  Ohio,  at  Louisville, 
in  Kentucky  ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to 
which  is  committed  the  bill  to  improve  the  navi- 
gation of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers. 

Mr.  Hamilton,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
Jacob  Slough,  accompanied  bjr  a  bill  for  his  re- 


lief; which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to 
amend  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  turnpike  company  in  the  county  of  Alex- 
andria, in  the  District  of  Columbia,"  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed  with  amendments. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  ex- 
tending the  term  of  pensions  granted  to  persons  dis- 
abled, and  to  the  widows  and  orphans  of  those  who 
have  been  slain,  or  who  have  died  in  consequence 
of  wounds  or  casualties  received  while  in  the  line 
of  th*>ir  duty  on  board  the  private  armed  ships  of 
the  United  States  during  the  late  war,"  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed  with  amendments. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  several  acts  lay- 
ing duties  on  imports,  Mr.  Condict  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Clay  concluded  his  remarks  on  the  general 
principles  of  the  tariff,  which  are  given  entire,  as 
follows : 

Mr.  Chairman:  The  gentleman  from  Virginia 
(Mr.  Barbour)  has  embraced  the  occasion  pro- 
duced by  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  to  strike  out  the  minimum  price  in 
the  bill,  on  cotton  fabrics,  to  express  his  sentiments 
at  large  on  the  policy  of  the  pending  measure; 
and  it  is  scarcely  necessary  for  me  to  say,  that  he 
has  evinced  his  usual  good  temper,  ability,  and 
decorum.  The  parts  of  the  bill  are  so  intermingled 
and  interwoven  together,  that  there  can  be  no 
doubt  of  the  fitness  of  this  occasion  to  exhibit  its 
merits  or  its  defects.  It  is  my  intention,  with  the 
permission  of  the  Committee,  to  avail  myself  also 
of  this  opportunity,  to  present  to  its  consideration 
those  general  views,  as  they  appear  to  me,  of  the 
true  policy  of  this  country,  which  imperiously  de- 
mand the  passage  of  this  bill.  I  am  deeply  sensi- 
ble, Mr.  Chairman,  of  the  high  responsibility  of 
my  present  situation.  But  that  responsibility  in- 
spires me  with  no  other  apprehension  than  that  I 
shall  be  unable  to  fulfil  my  duty  ;  with  no  other 
solicitude  than  that  I  may,  at  least,  in  some  small 
degree,  contribute  to  recall  my  country  from  the 
pursuit  of  a  fatal  policy,  which  appears  to  me  in- 
evitably to  lead  to  its  impoverishment  and  ruin. 
I  do  feel  most  awfully  this  responsibility  ;  and,  if 
it  were  allowable  for  us,  at  the  present  day,  to 
imitate  ancient  examples,  I  would  invoke  the  aid 
of  the  Most  High.  I  would  anxiously  and  fer- 
vently implore  His  divine  assistance;  that  He 
would  be  graciously  pleased  to  shower  on  my 
country  His  richest  blessings ;  and  that  He  would 
sustain,  on  this  interesting  occasion,  the  humble 
individual  who  stands  be/ore  Him,  and  lend  him 
the  power,  moral  and  physical,  to  perform  the 
solemn  duties  which  now  belong  to  his  public 
station. 

Two  classes  of  politicians  divide  the  peopleof  the 
United  States.  According  to  the  system  of  one, 
the  produce  of  foreign  industry  should  be  subjected 
to  no  other  impost  than  such  as  may  be  necessary 
to  provide  a  public  revenue;  and  the  produce  of 
American  industry  should  be  left  to  sustain  itself, 
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if  it  caD,  with  no  other  than  that  incidental  pro- 
tection, in  its  competition,  at  home  as  well  as 
abroad,  with  rival  foreign  articles.  According  to 
the  system  of  the  other  class,  whilst  they  agree 
that  the  imposts  should  be  mainly,  and  may.  un- 
der any  modifications,  be  safelv  relied  on  as  a  fit 
and  convenient  source  of  public  revenue,  they 
would  so  adjust  and  arrange  the  duties  on  foreign 
fabrics  as  to  afford  a  gradual  but  adequate  protec- 
tion to  American  industry,  and  lessen  our  depend- 
ance  on  foreign  nations,  by  securing  a  certain, 
and,  ultimately, a  cheaper  and  better  supply  of  our 
own  wants  from  our  own  abundant  resources. 
Both  classes  are  equally  sincere  in  their  respective 
opinions,  equally  honest,  equally  patriotic,  and 
desirous  of  advancing  the  prosperity  of  the  coun- 
try. In  the  discussion  and  consideration  of  these 
opposite  opinions,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining 
which  has  the  support  of  truth  and  reason,  we 
should,  therefore,  exercise  every  indulgence,  and 
the  greatest  spirit  of  mutual  moderation  and 
forbearance.  And,  in  our  deliberations  on  this 
great  question,  we  should  look  fearlessly  and  truly 
at  the  actual  condition  of  the  country,  retrace  the 
causes  which  have  brought  us  into  it,  and  snatch, 
if  possible,  a  view  of  the  future.  We  should, 
above  all,  consult  experience — the  experience  of 
Other  nations  as  well  as  our  own,  as  our  truest 
and  most  unerring  guide. 

In  casting  our  eyes  around  us,  the  most  promi- 
nent circumstance  which  fixes  our  attention,  and 
challenges  our  deepest  regret,  is,  the  general  dis- 
tress which  pervades  the  whole  country.  It  is 
forced  upon  us  by  numerous  facts  of  the  most 
incontestable  character.  It  i&  indicated  by  the 
diminished  exports  of  native  produce;  by  the  de- 
pressed and  reduced  state  of  our  foreign  naviga- 
tion; by  our  diminished  commerce  ;  by  successive 
unthreshed  crops  of  grain,  perishing  in  our  barns 
and  barn-yards  for  the  want  of  a  market;  by  the 
alarming  diminution  of  the  circulaiion  medium; 
by  the  numerous  bankruptcies,  not  limited  to  the 
trading  classes,  but  extending  to  all  orders  of  so- 
ciety ;  by  an  universal  complaint  of  the  want  of 
employment,  and  a  consequent  reduction  of  the 
wages  of  labor;  by  the  ravenous  pursuit  after  public 
situations,  not  for  the  sake  of  their  honors,  and  the 
performance  of  their  public  duties,  but  as  a  means 
of  private  subsistence;  by  the  reluctant  resort  to 
the  perilous  use  of  paper  money  ;  by  the  interven- 
tion of  legislation  in  the  delicate  relation  between 
debtor  and  creditor;  and,  above  all,  by  the  low 
and  depressed  state  of  the  value  of  almost  every 
description  of  the  whole  mass  of  the  property  of 
the  nation,  which  has,  on  an  average,  sunk  not 
less  than  about  fifty  per  cent,  within  a  few  years. 
This  distress  pervades  every  part  of  the  Union, 
every  class  of  society  ;  all  leel  it,  ihouorh  it  may 
be  felt,  at  different  places,  in  different  degrees.     It 

is    like  the  atmosphere  which  surrounds  us all 

must  inhale  it,  and  none  can  escape  it.  In  some 
places,  it  has  burst  upon  our  people  without  a  sin- 
gle mitigating  circumstance  to  temper  its  severity. 
In  others,  more  fortunate,  slight  alleviations  have 
been  experienced,  in  the  expenditure  of  the  public 
revenue,  and  in  other   favoring  causes.     A  few 


years  ago,  the  planting   interest  consoled    itself 
with  Its  happy  exemption  ;  but  it  has  now  reached 
this  interest  also,  which  experiences,  though  with 
less  severity,   the    general  suffering.     It  is  most 
painful  to  me  to  attempt  to  sketch  or  to  dwell  on 
the  gloom  of  this  picture.    But  I  have  exaggerated 
nothing.     Perfect  fidelity  to  the   original  would 
have  authorized  me  to  have  thrown  on  deeper  and 
darker  hues.     And  it  is  the  duty  of  the  statesman, 
no  less  than  that  of  the  physician,  to  survey,  with 
a  penetrating,  steady,  and  undismayed  eye,  the 
actual  condition  of  the  subject  on  which  he  would 
operate  ;  to  probe  to  the  bottom  the  diseases  of  the 
body  politic,  if  he  would  apply  efficacious  remedies. 
We  have  not,  thank  God,  suffered  in  any  great  de- 
gree for  food.     But  distress,  resulting  from  the  ab- 
sence of  a  supply  of  the  mere  physicaf  wants  of  our 
nature,  is  not  the  only,  nor,  perhaps,  the  keenest 
distress,  to  which  we  may  be  exposed.     Moral  and 
pecuniary  suffering  is,  it  possible,  more  poignant. 
It  plunges   its  victim  into  hopeless  despair.     It 
poisons,  It  paralyzes,  the  spring  and  source  of  all 
useful  exertion.     Its  unsparing  action  is  collateral 
as  well  as  direct.     It  falls  with  inexorable  force, 
at  the  same  time,  upon  the  wretched  family  of 
embarrassment  and  insolvency,  and  upon  its  head. 
They  are  a  faithful  mirror,  reflecting  back  upon 
him,  at  once,  his  own  frightful  image,  and  that, 
no  less  appalling,  of  the  dearest  objects  of  his  af- 
fection.    What  is  the  cawe  of  this  wide-spreading 
distress,  of  this  deep  depression,  which  we  behold 
stamped  on  the  public  countenance  ?     We  are  the 
same  people.     We  have  the  same  country.     We 
cannot  arraign    the  bounty  of  Providence.     The 
showers  still  fall  in  the  same  grateful  abundance. 
The  sun  still  casts  his  genial  and  vivifying  influ- 
ence upon  the  land  ;  and  the  land,  fertile  and  di- 
versified in  its  soils  as  ever,  yields  to  the  indus- 
trious cultivator,  in  boundless  profusion,  its  accus- 
tomed fruits,  its  richest  treasures.     Our  vigor  is 
unimpaired.     Our  industry  has  not  relaxed.     If 
ever  the  accusation  of  wasteful  extravagance  cuuld 
be  made  against  our  people,  it  cannot  now  be  justly 
preferred.     They,  on  the  contrary,  for  the  few  last 
years  at  least,  have  been  practising  the  most  rigid 
economy.     The  causes,  then,  of  our  present  afflic- 
tion, whatever  they  may  be,  are  human  causes, 
and  human  causes  not  chargeable  upon  the  people, 
in  their  private  and  individual  relations. 

What,  again  I  would  ask,  is  the  cause  of  the 
unhappy  condition  of  our  country,  which  I  have 
faintly  depicted  ?  It  is  to  be  found  in  the  fact 
that,  during  almost  the  whole  existence  of  this 
Government,  we  have  shaped  our  industry,  our 
navigation,  and  our  commerce,  in  reference  to  an 
extraordinary  war  in  Europe,  and  to  foreign  mar- 
kets, which  no  longer  exist;  in  the  fact  that  we 
have  depended  too  much  upon  foreign  sources  of 
supply,  and  excited  too  little  the  native;  in  the 
fact  that,  whilst  we  have  cultivated,  with  assid- 
uous care,  our  foreign  resources,  we  have  suffered 
those  at  home  to  wither,  in  a  state  of  neglect  and 
abandonment.  The  consequence  of  the  termina- 
tion of  the  war  of  Europe  has  been  the  resump- 
tion of  European  commerce,  European  naviga- 
tion, and  the  extension  of  European  agriculture 
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and  European  industry,  in.  all  its  branches.     Eu- 
rope,  therefore,   has  no   longer  occasion   to  any 
thing   like  the   same   extent  as  that  which  she 
had  during  her  wars,  for  American  commerce, 
American  navigation,  the  produce  of  American 
industry.     Europe  in  commotion,  and  convulsed 
throughout  all  her  members,  is  to  America  no 
longer  the  same  Europe  as  she  is  now,  tranquil, 
and  watching  with  the  most  vigilant  attention  all 
her  own  peculiar  interests,  witnout  regard  to  the 
operation  of  her  policy  upon  us.     The  effect  of 
this  altered  state  of  Europe  upon  us  has  been  to 
circumscribe  the  employment  of  our  marine,  and 
greatly  to  reduce  the  value  of  the  produce  of  our 
territorial  labor.     The  further  effect  of  this  two- 
fold  reduction  has  been  to  decrease  the  value  of 
all  property,  whether  on  the  land  or  on  the  ocean, 
and  which   I  suppose  to  be  about  fifty  per  cent. 
And   the  still  further  efl'ect  has  been  to  diminish 
the  amount  of  our  circulating  medium,  in  a  pro- 
[fOrtion  not  less  by  its  transmission  abroad,  or  its 
withdrawal  by  the  banking  institutions,  from  a 
necessity   which    they  could    not   control.     The 
quantity  of  money,  in  whatever  form  it  may  be, 
which  a  nation  wants,  is  in  proportion  to  the  total 
mass  of  its  wealth,  and  to   the  activity  of  that 
wealth.     A  nation  that  has  but  little  wealth,  has 
but  a  limited  want  of  money.     In  staling  the  fact, 
therefore,  that  the  total  wealth  of  the  country  has 
diminished,  within  a  few  years,  in  a  ratio  of  about 
fifty  per  cent.,  we  shall  at  once  fully  comprehend 
the  inevitable  reduction  which  must  have  ensued 
in  the  total  quantity  of  the  circulating  medium  of 
the  country.     A  nation  is  most  pros^perous  when 
there  is  a  gradual  and  untempting  addition  to  the 
aggregate  of  its  circulating  medium.     It  is  in  a 
condition  the  most  adverse,  when  there  is  a  rapid 
diminution  in  the  quantity  of  the  circulating  me- 
dium, and  a  consequent  depression  in  the  value  of 
property.     In  the  former  case,  the  wealth  of  indi- 
viduals   insensibly   increases,  and   income  keeps 
ahead  of  expenditure.     But,  in  the  latter  instance, 
debts  have   been  contracted,  engagements  made, 
and  habits  of  expense  established,  in  reference  to 
the  existing  state  of  wealth  and  of  its  representa- 
tive.    When   these  come  to  be  greatly  reduced, 
individuals  find  their  debts  still  existing,  their  en- 
gagements unexecuted,  and  their  habits  inveterate. 
They  see  themselves  in  the  possession  of  the  same 
properly  on  which,  in  good  faiih,  they  had  bound 
themselves.    But  that  property,  without  their  fault, 
possesses  no  longer  the  same  value  ;  and  hence, 
discontent,  impoverishment,  and  ruin  arise.     Let 
us  suppose,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  Europe  was  again 
the   theatre  of  such   a  general   war  as  recently 
raged  throughout  all  her  dominions — such  a  stale 
of  the  war  as  existed  in  her  greatest  exertions  and 
in  our  greatest  prosperity — instantly  there  would 
arise  a  greedy  demand  for  the  surplus  produce  of 
our  industry,  for  our  commerce,  for  our  naviga- 
tion.    The  languor   which  now  prevails  in  our 
cities,  and  in  our  seaports,  would  give  way  to  an 
animated  activity.     Our  roads  and  rivers  would 
be   crowded    with    the   produce   of  the   interior. 
Every  where  we  should  witness  excited  industry. 
The  precious  metals  would  reflow  from  abroad 


upon  U5.     Banks,  which  have  maintained  their 
credit,  would  revive  their  business,  and  new  banks 
would  be  established  to  take  the  place  of  those 
which  have  sunk  beneath  the  general  pressure; 
for,  it  is  a  mistake  to  suppose  that  they  have  pro- 
duced our  present  adversity  ;  they  have  somewhat 
aggravated  it,  but  they  were  the  effect  and  the 
evidence  of  our  prosperity.     Prices  would  again 
get  up;  the  former  value  of  property  would  be  re- 
stored ;  and  those  embarrassed  persons  who  have 
not  been  already  overwhelmed  by  the  times,  would 
suddenly  find,  in  the  augmented  value  of  their 
property,  and  the  renewal  of  their  business,  ample 
means  to  extricate  themselves  from  all  their  diffi- 
culties.    The  greatest  want  of  civilized  society  is 
a  market  for  the  sale  and  exchange  of  the  surplus 
of  the  produce  of  the  labor  of  its  members.     This 
market  may  exist  at  home  or  abroad,  or  both,  but 
it  must  exist  somewhere,  if  society  prospers;  and 
wherever  it  does  exist,  it  should  be  competent  to 
the  absorption  of  the  entire  surplus  of  production. 
It  is  most  desirable  that  there  should  be  both  a 
home  and  a  foreign  market.     But,  with  respect  to 
their  relative  superiority,   I   cannot   entertain  a 
doubt.     The  home  market  is  first  in  order,  and 
paramount  in  importance.     The  object  of  the  bill 
under  consideration  is  to  create  this  home  market, 
and  to  lay  the  foundations  of  a  genuine  American 
policy.     It  is  opposed  ;  and  it  is  incumbent  upon 
the  partisans  of  the  foreign  policy  (terms  which  I 
shall  use  without  any  invidious  intent)  to  demon- 
strate that  the  foreign  market  is  an  adequate  vent 
for  the  surplus  produce  of  our  labor.     But  is  it  so  ? 
1.  Foreign  nations  cannot,  if  they  would,  take 
our  surplus  produce.     If  the  source  of  supply,  no 
matter  of  what,  increases  in  a  greater  ratio  than 
the  demand  for  that  supply,  a  glut  of  the  market 
is  inevitable,  even  if  we  suppose  both  to  remain 
perfectly  unobstructed.     The  duplication  of  our 
population  takes  place  in  terms  of  about  twenty- 
five  years.     The  term  will  be  more  and  more  ex- 
tended as  our  numbers  multiply.     But  it  will  be  a 
sufficient  approximation  to  assume  this  ratio  for 
the  present.     We  increase,  therefore,  in  popula- 
tion at  the  rate  of  about  four  per  cent,  per  annum. 
Supposing  the  increase  of  our  production  to  be  in 
the  same  ratio,  we  should,  every  succeeding  year, 
have,  of  surplus  produce,  four  per  cent,  more  than 
that  of  the  preceding  year,  without  taking  into 
the  account  the  differences  of  seasons  which  neu- 
tralize each  other.     If,  therefore,  we  are  to  rely 
upon  the  foreign  market  exclusively,  foreign  con- 
sumption ought  to  be  shown  to  be  increasing  in 
the  same  ratio  of  four  per  cent,  per  annum,  if  it 
be  an  adequate  vent  for  our  surplus  produce.    But, 
as  I  have  supposed  the  measure  of  our  increasing 
production  to  be  furnished  by  that  of  our  increas- 
ing population  ;  so  the  measure  of  their  power  of 
consumption  must  be  determined  by  that  of  the 
increase  of  their  population.     Now,  the  total  for- 
eign population,  who  consume  our  surplus  pro- 
duce, upon  an  average,  do  not  double  their  aggre- 
gate number  in  a  shorter  term  than  that  of  about 
one  hundred   years.     Our   powers  of  production 
increase  then  in   a  ratio  four  times  greater  than 
their  powers  of  consumption.    And  hence  their 
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utter  inability  to  receive  from  us  our  surplus  pro-  |  amount  of  all  our  exports  of  domestic  produce  for 
n^.  ,,       .-  .  ,,    ,  ...  the  year,  beginning  in   1795,  and  endinj?  on  the 

But,  secondly;  if  they  could,  they  will  not.  The  '  30th  September,  1796,  was  840,764.097       E^i 
policy  of  all  Europe  IS  adverse  to  the  reception  of    mating  the  increase  according  to  the  ratio  of  ?he 
our  agricultural  producj,  so  far  as  it  comes  into  |  increase  of  our  population,  that  is  at  four  t^r  cent 
w  tp  '  r''^  ;1 7".:  f  ^'  "'^'^'^  V^^^  V^^n^uon,    per  annum,  the  Lount  of  the  exports  of  t^e  same 
Tnr  n  f  ^°'"'^'y  ^°^^'^  ^«  I'^'l'  }^'^'  Po^ts,  ex-    produce  in  the  year  ending  on   the  30th  Septet 
<;ent  under  circumstances  which  deprive  them  of    ber  last,  ought  to  have  beeS  S85  420  861      It  was 
alf  value  as  a  steady  market.     The  policy  of  all    in  fact  oni;S47,155.408.     Taking  the  avera  Jof 
Europe  rejects  those  great  staples  of  our  country,    five  years,  from  1803  to  1807,  inclufive,  the  am^oun 
Thl  t,I-°v°?f  ""n  ^TT^J''''  o^  human  subsistence,    of  native  produce  exported  was  S43  202,751  fo 
The  pol  cy  of  all  Europe  refuses  to  receive  from    each  of  those  years.     Estimating  what    t  oueh 
us  any  thing  but  those  raw  materials  of  smaller    to  have  been,  during  the  last  yefr   applvin.  fhe 
value,  essential  to  their  manufactures,  to  which    principle  suggested^o  that  amount  there  shoild 
they  can  give  a  higher  value  with  the  exception  '  Lve  been  exerted  $77,766,751,  in  tead  of  S47 
of  tobacco  and  rice,  which  they  cannot  produce.  .  155,408.     If  These  comparative  amounts  of  the 

tomer    ^Td   I'.Td"  T^"'^  "'  '"  '''  ^T  ^""  '  "-^^^^'^  ^^^"^'  export5,^and  what  they  ought  to 
IT/-:  !".^ /'r  ^^'P^  ^.^  ''^'''^  ."^a^ly  one  ,  have  been,  be  discouraging,  we  shall  find,  on  de? 


half  in  value  of  our  whole  imports,  will  not  take 
from  us  articles  of  subsistence  produced  in  our 
country  cheaper  than  can  be  produced  in  Great 
Britain.  In  adopting  this  exclusive  policy,  the 
States  of  Europe  do  not  inquire  what  is  best  for 
us,  but  what  suits  themselves,  respectively  ;  they 


scending  into  particulars,  still  less  cause  of  saris- 
laction.  The  export  of  tobacco  in  1791  was  112,- 
428  hogsheads.  That  was  the  year  of  the  largest 
exportation  of  that  article;  but  it  is  the  only  in- 
stance ol  which  I  have  selected  the  maximum  of 
exportation.     The  amount  of  what  we  ought  to 


A^\.  ♦.  ,  •  •  ;  — -Y'-r"' ■"-H^y"'^'/  »  '"«^y  ;  tfApuriaiion.  i  ne  amount  o!  what  we  ou^ht  to 
do  not  take  jurisdiction  of  the  question  of  our  in- i  have  exported  last  year  e-limated  aprorHm.r  tl 
terests  but  lim.t  the  object  of  their  legislation  to  !  the  scale^f  increase  X'h  I  h7v  used  isIS^ 
tLf.  'he  conservation  ol  their  own  peculiar  in-  I  hogsheads.  The  actual  export  was  99,^.9  h^^^^^^ 
terests,  leaving  us  free  to  prosecute  ours  as  we  ,  heads.     We  exported    in     823   the  qianiitv  of 

?lTnV  kT  t  °°'  ^""'t  l^'"^''^'-''  ^y  that;  1,311,853  barrel;  of  flour;  and  ought  Mohave  ex- 
roraantic  philanthropy    which  we  see  displayed  ;  ported  last  year  2,361,333  barrels      We  in  fad 

?hT;/rK  f  '"'?^"  "'  '•'•  '.""^'""^  ^°  P"^-    "P°^^^^  °«'y  '56,702  barrels.     Of  that  qiantitv 

chase  the  produce  of  foreign  industry,  without  i  we  sent  to  South  America   I50OO0  barrels    a c 

regard  to  the  state  or  prosperity  of  our  own,  that    cording  to  a  statement  furni.hed  me  by  the  dih 


foreigners  may  be  pleased  to  purchase  the  few  re 
maining  articles  of  ours  which  their  restrictive 
policy  has  not  yet  absolutely  excluded  from  their 
consumption.     What   sort   of  a  figrure   would   a 


gence  of  a  Jriend  near  me,  (Mr.  Poin8Ett,)  to 
whose  valuable  mass  of  accurate  information,  in 
regard  to  that  interesting  quarter  of  the  world,  I 
have  had  occasion  frequently  to  apply.     But  that 


member  of  ,he  Br„i»h  Parl.amenrhavemade-  |  demand  isTemprT^^liro^ffiheeri'r 
what  sort  of  a  reception  would  hs  onnnsitinn  '  siat^  nf  «,or      wk./J. °..    "?.       "'  tne  existing 


what  sort  of  a  reception  would  his  opposition 
have  obtained,  if  he  had  remonstrated  against  the 
passage  of  the  corn  law,  by  which  British  con- 
sumption is  limited  to  the  breadstuffs  of  British 
production,  to  the  entire  exclusion  of  American, 
and  stated  that  America  could  not,  and  would 
not,  buy  British  manufactures,  if  Britain  did  not 
buy  American  flour  ? 

Both  the  inability  and  the  policy  of  foreign 
Powers,  then,  forbid  us  to  rely  upon  the  foreign 
market  as  being  an  adequate  vent  for  the  surplus 
produce  of  American  labor.     Now,  let  us  see  if 
this  general  reasoning  is  not  fortified  and  con- 
firmed by  the  actual  experience  of  this  country. 
If  the  foreign  market  may  be  safely  relied  upon  as 
furnishing  an  adequate  demand  for  our  surplus 
produce,  then  the  official  document  will  show  a 
progressive  increase,  from  year  to  year,  in  the  ex- 
ports of  our  native  produce,  in  a  proportion  equal 
to  that  which  I  have  suggested.     If,  on  the  con- 
trary, we  shall  find  from   them  that,  for  a  long 
term  of  past  year*,  some  of  our  most  valuable  sta° 
pies  have  retrograded,  some  remained  stationary 
and  others  advanced  but  little,  if  anv,  in  amount' 
with  the  exception  of  cotton,  the  deductions  of 
reason  and  the  lessons  of  experience  will  alike 
command  us  to  withdraw  our  confidence  in  the 
competency  of  the  foreign  market.     The  total 


state  of  war.  Whenever  peace  is  restored  to  if 
and  I  now  hope  that  the  day  is  not  distant  wherx 
its  independence  will  be  generally  acknowledged 
there  cannot  be  a  doubt  that  it  will  supply  its  own 
consumption.  In  all  parts  of  it,  the  soil,  either 
from  climate  or  elevation,  is  well  adapted  to  the 
culture  of  wheat ;  and  nowhere  can  belter  wheat 
be  produced  than  in  some  portions  of  iMexico  and 
Chill.  Still  the  market  ol  South  America  is  one 
which,  on  other  accounts,  deserves  the  greatest 
consideration.  And  I  congratulate  you,  the  Com- 
mittee, and  the  country,  on  tbe  recent  adoption  of 
a  more  auspicious  policy  towards  it. 

We  exported,  in  1802,  Indian  corn  to  the 
amount  ot  2,074,608  bushels-the  quantity  should 
have  been,  in  1823,  3,734,288  bushels.  The  ac- 
tual quantity  exported  was  749,034  bushels  or 
about  one-hJth  of  what  it  should  have  been,  and  a 
little  more  than  one-third  of  what  it  was  more 
than  twenty  years  ago.  We  ought  not  then  to  be 
surprised  at  the  extreme  depression  of  the  price  of 
that  article,  of  which  I  have  heard  my  honorable 
iriend  (Mr.  Bassett)  complain,  nor  of  the  dis- 
tr^s  ol  the  corn-growing  districts  adjacent  to 
Chesapeake  bay.  We  exported  77,934  barrels  of 
beel  in  1803,  and  last  year  but  61,418,  instead  of 
iW:d,A  barrels.  In  the  same  year,  (1803.)  we 
exported   96,602   barrels  of  pork,  and   last'  year 
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55,529,  instead  of  173,882  barrels.  Rice  has  not 
advanced,  by  any  means',  in  the  proportion  which 
it  ought  to  have  done.  All  the  small  articles — 
such  as  cheese,  butter,  candles,  dtc,  too  minute 
to  detail,  but  important  in  their  aggregate — have 
also  materially  diminished.  Cotton  alone  has 
advanced.  But  whilst  the  quantity  of  it  is  aug- 
mented, its  actual  value  is  considerably  dimin- 
ished. The  total  quantity  last  year  exceeded  that 
of  the  preceding  year  by  near  thirty  millions  of 
pounds.  And  yet  the  total  value  of  the  year  of 
smaller  exportation  exceeded  that  of  the  last  year 
by  upwards  of  three  and  a  half  millions  of  dol- 
lars. If  this  article  (the  capacity  of  our  country 
to  produce  which  was  scarcely  known  in  1790) 
were  subtracted  from  the  mass  of  our  exports,  the 
value  of  the  residue  would  only  be  a  little  up- 
wards of  $27,000,000  during  the  last  year.  The 
distribution  of  the  articles  of  our  exports  through- 
out the  United  States  cannot  fail  to  fix  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Committee.  Of  the  §47,155,408,  to 
which  they  amounted  last  year,  three  articles 
alone — cotton,  rice,  and  tobacco — composed  toge- 
ther §28,549,177.  Now,  these  articles  are  chiefly 
produced  to  the  South.  And  if  we  estimate  that 
portion  of  our  population  who  are  actually  en- 
gaged in  their  culture,  it  would  probably  not  ex- 
ceed two  millions.  Thus,  then,  less  than  one-fifth 
of  the  whole  population  of  the  United  States 
produced  upwards  of  one-half — nearly  two-thirds 
— of  the  entire  value  of  the  exports  of  the  last 
year. 

Is  this  foreign  market,  so  incompetent  at  pres- 
ent, and  which,  limited  as  its  demands  are,  oper- 
ates so  unequally  upon  the  productive  labor  of ; 
our  country,  likely  to  improve  in  future  ?  If  I  am 
correct  in  the  views  which  I  have  presented  to 
the  Committee,  it  must  become  worse  and  worse. 
What  can  improve  it  ?  Europe  will  not  abandon 
her  own  agriculture  to  foster  ours.  We  may 
even  anticipate  that  she  will  more  and  more  enter 
into  competition  with  us  in  the  supply  of  the 
West  India  market.  That  of  South  America,  for 
articles  of  subsistence,  will  probably  soon  vanish. 
The  value  of  our  exports,  for  the  future,  may 
remain  at  about  what  it  was  last  year.  But  if  we 
do  not  create  some  new  market ;  if  we  persevere 
in  the  existing  pursuits  of  agriculture;  the  inev- 
itable consequence  must  be  to  augment  greatly 
the  quantity  of  our  produce,  and  to  lessen  its  value 
in  the  foreign  market.  Can  there  be  a  doubt  on 
this  point?  Take  the  article  of  cotton,  for  exam- 
ple, which  is  almost  the  only  article  that  now 
remunerates  labor  and  capital.  A  certain  descrip- 
tion of  labor  is  powerfully  attracted  towards  the 
cotton-growing  country.  The  cultivation  will  be 
greatly  extended ;  the  aggregate  amount  annu- 
ally produced  will  be  vastly  augmented.  The 
price  will  fall.  The  more  unfavorable  soils  will 
then  be  gradually  abandoned.  And  I  have  no 
doubt  that,  in  a  few  years,  it  will  cease  to  be  prof- 
itably produced  any  where  north  of  the  thirty- 
fourth  degree  of  latitude.  But,  in  the  mean  time, 
large  numbers  of  the  cotton  growers  will  suffer 
the  greatest  distress.  And  whilst  this  distress  is 
brought  upon  our  own  country,  foreign  industry 


will  be  stimulated  by  the  very  cause  which  occa- 
sions our  distress.  For,  by  surcharging  the  mar- 
kets abroad,  the  price  of  the  raw  material  being 
reduced,  the  manufacturer  will  be  able  to  supply 
cotton  fabrics  cheaper,  and  the  consumption  ia 
his  own  country,  and  in  foreign  nations,  other  than 
ours,  (where  the  value  of  the  import  must  be  lim- 
ited to  the  value  of  the  export,  which  I  have  sup- 
posed to  remain  the  same,)  being  proportionably 
extended,  there  will  be  consequently  an  increased 
demand  for  the  produce  of  his  industry. 

Our  agricultural   is  our  greatest   interest.     It 
ought  ever  to  be  predominant.     All  others  should 
bend  to  it.     And,  in  considering  what  is  for  its 
advantage,  we  should  contemplate  it  in  all  its  va- 
rieties, of  planting,  farming,  and  grazing.     Can 
we  do  nothing  to  invigorate  it  ?  nothing  to  correct 
the  errors  of  the  past,  and  to  brighten  the  still 
more  unpromising  prospects  which  lie  before  us? 
We  have  seen,  I  think,  the  causes  of  the  distresses 
of  the  country.     We  have  seen  that  an  exclusive 
dependence  upon  the  foreign  market  must  lead  to 
still  severer  distress,  to  impoverishment,  to  ruin. 
We  must  then  change  somewhat  our  course.     We 
must  give  a  new  direction  to  some  portion  of  our 
industry.      We  must  speedily  adopt   a    genuine 
American   policy.      Still    cherishing    a    foreign 
market,   let  us   create   also  a  home   market,   to 
give   further  scope    to  the   consumption  of  the 
produce  of  American  industry.     Let  us  counter- 
act the  policy  of  foreigners,   and   withdraw   the 
support  which  we  now  give  to  their  industry,  and 
stimulate  that  of  our  own  country.     It  should  be 
a  prominent  object  with  wise  legislators,  to  multi- 
ply the  vocations  and  extend  the  business  of  socie- 
ty, as  far  as  it  can  be  done  by  the  protection  of 
our  interests  at  home,  against  the  injurious  effects 
of  foreign  legislation.     Suppose  we  were  a  nation 
of  fishermen,  or  of  skippers,   to  the  exclusion  of 
every  other  occupation,  and  the  Legislature  had 
the  power  to  introduce  the  pursuits  of  agriculture 
and  manufactures,  would  not  our  happiness  be 
promoted  by  an  exertion  of  iti>  authority  ?     All 
the  existing  employments  of  society,  the  learned 
professions,  commerce,  agriculture,  are  now  over- 
flowing.   We  stand  in  each  other's  way.    Hence, 
the  want  of  employment.     Hence,  the  eager  pur- 
suit after  public  stations,   which  I  have  before 
glanced  at.   I  have  been  again  and  again  shocked, 
during  this  session,  by  instances  of  solicitation  for 
places  before  the  vacancies  existed.     The  pulse  of 
incumbents,  who  happen  to  be  taken  ill,  is  not 
marked  with  more  anxiety  by  the  attending  phy- 
sicians, than  by  those  who  desire  to  succeed  them, 
though   with  very  opposite   feelings.      Our  old 
friend,  the  faithful  sentinel,  who  has  stood  so  long 
at  our  door,  and  the  gallantry  of  whose  patriotism 
deserves  to  be  noticed,   because  it  was  displayed 
when  that  virtue  was  most  rare  and  most  wanted, 
on  a  memorable  occasion,  in  this  unfortunate  city, 
became  indisposed  some  weeks  ago.     The  first  in- 
telligence which  I  had  of  his  dangerous  illness, 
was  by  an  application  for  his  unvacated  place.     I 
hastened  to  assure  myself  of  the  extent  of  his  dan- 
ger, and  was  happy  to  find  that  the  eagerness  of 
succession  outstripped  the  progress  of  disease.   By 
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creating  a  mw  and  extensive  business,  then,  we 
should  not  only  give  employment  to  those  who 
want  It,  and  augment  the  sum  of  national  wealth 
by  all  that  this  new  business,  would  create    but 
we  should  meliorate  the  condition  of  those' who 
are  now  engaged  in  existing  employments.     In 
Europe,  particularly  in  Great  Britain,  their  large 
standing  armies,  large  navies,  large  even  on  their 
peace  arrangement,  their  established  church,  afford 
to  tbeir  population  employments  which,  in  that 
respect,  the  happier  constitution  of  our  Govern- 
ment does  not  tolerate  but  in  a  very  limited  de- 
gree.    The  peace  establishments  of  our  Army  and 
our  Navy  are  extremely  small,  and  I  hope  ever  will 
be.     We  have  no  established  church,  and  I  tru^t 
never  shall  have.     In  proportion  as  the  enterprise 
of  our  citizens  in  public  employments  is  circum- 
scribed, should  we  excite  and  invigorate  it  in  pri- 
vate pursuits.  *^ 

The  creation  of  a  home  market  is  not  only  ne- 
cessary to  procure  for  our  agriculture  a  just  re- 
ward of  Its  labors,  but  it  is  indispensable  to  obtain 
a  supply  of  our  necessary  wants.  If  we  cannot 
sell,  we  cannot  buy.     That  portion  of  our  popu- 

r  "°c/!°?  ^^  ^*^^  '^^"  '^*'  '^  '^  not  less  than 
lour-htths)  which  makes  comparatively  nothino- 
that  foreigners  will  buy,  has  nothing  to  make  pur* 
chases  with  from  foreigners.     It  is  in  vain  that 
we  are  told  of  the  amount  of  our  exports,  supplied 
by  the  planting  interest.      They  may  enable  the 
planting  interest  to  supply  all  its  wants  ;  but  they 
bring  no  ability  to  the  interests  not  planting,  un- 
less, which  cannot  be  pretended,  the  planting  in- 
terest was  an  adequate  vent  for  the  surplus  pro- 
duce of  the  labor  of  all  other  interests.     It  is  in 
jam  to  tantalize  us  with  the  greater  cheapness  of 
foreign  fabrics.     There  must  be  an  ability  to  pur- 
chase, if  an  article  be  obtained,  whatever  may  be 
the  price,  high  or  low,  at  which  it  was  sold.    And 
a  cheap  article  is  as  much  beyond  the  grasp  of 
him  who  has  no  means  to  buy,  as  a  high  one 
li.ven  if  It  were  true  that  the  American  manufac- 
turer would  supply  consumption  at  dearer  rates 
It  IS  better  to  have  his  fabrics  than  the  unattain- 
able foreign  fabrics;  for  it  is  better  to  be  ill  sup- 
plied  than  not  supplied  at  all.     A  coarse  coat, 
Which   will    communicate   warmth    and    cover 
nakedness  IS  better  than  no  coat.     The  superior- 
ity of  the  home  market  results,  1st,  from  its  steadi- 
ness and  comparative  certainty  at  all  times ;  2d 
Irom  the  creation  of  reciprocal  interests  ;  3d,  from' 
Its  greater  security  ;  and,  lastly,  from  an  ultimate 
and  not  distant   augmentation  of   consumption, 
and,    consequently,   of    comfort   from    increased 
quantity  and  reduced  prices.     But  this  home  mar- 
ket highly  desirable  as  it  is,  can  only  be  created 
and  cherished  by  the  protection  of  our  own  legis- 
lation agamst  the  inevitable  prostration  of  our  in- 
dustry, which  must  ensue  from  the  action  of  for- 
eign policy  and  legislation.     The  effect  and  the 
va  ue  of  this  domestic  care  of  our  own  interests 
will  be  obvious  from  a  few  facts  and  consider- 
ations.     Let  us  suppose  that   half  a  million  of 
persons  are  now  employed  abroad,  in  fabricatincr 
lor  our  consumption  those  articles  of  which   b? 
the  operation  of  this  bill,  a  supply  is  intended  to 
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be  provided  withm  ourselves.     That  half  a  mil- 
lion of  persons  are,  in  effect,  subsisted  by  us  •  but 
their  actual  means  of  subsistence  are  drawn  'from 
loreign  agriculture.     If  we  could  traasport  ihem 
to  this  country,  and  incorporate  them  in  the  mass 
of  our  own    population,    there  would    instantly 
arise  a  demand  lor  an  amount  of  provisions  equal 
to  that  which  would  be  requisite  for  their  subsist- 
ence throufirhoul  the  whole  year.     That  demand, 
in   the  article  of  flour  alone,  would  not  be  less 
than  the  quantity  of  about  900,000  barrels,  besides 
a  proportionate  quantity  of  beef  and  pork,  and 
other  articles  of  subsistence.     But  900,000  barrels 
of  flour  exceeded  the  entire  quantity  exported  last 
year    by  nearly  150,000   barrels.     What  activitr 
would  not  this  give?     What  cheerfulness  would 
It  not  communicate  to  our  now  dispirited  farming 
interest?     But  if,  instead  of  these  five  hundred 
thousand  artisans  emigrating   from   abroad,  we 
give,  by  this  bill,  employment  to  an  equal  number 
ot   our  own  citizens  now  engaged  in  unprofitable 
agriculture,  or  idle,  from  the  want  of  business,  the 
beneficial  effect  upon  the  productions  of  our  farm- 
ing labor  would  be  nearly  doubled.    The  quantity 
would  be  diminished  by  a  subtraction  of  the  pro- 
duce from  the  labor  of  all  those  who  should  be 
diverted  from  its  pursuits  to  manufacturing  indus- 
try, and   the  value  of  the  residue  would   be  en- 
hanced, both  by  that  diminution  and  the  creation 
ot  the  home  market  to  the  extent  supposed.     And 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia  may  re- 
press any  apprehensions  which  he  entertains,  that 
the  plough  will  be  abandoned,  and  our  fields  re- 
main unsown.     For,  under  all  the  modifications 
ot  social  industry,  if  you  will  secure  to  it  a  just 
reward,  the  greater  attractions  of  agriculture  will 
give  to  it  that  proud  superiority  which  it  has  al- 
ways  maintained.     If  we  suppose  no  actual  aban- 
donment of  farming,  but,  what  is  most  likely,  a 
gradual  and  imperceptible  employment  of  popula- 
tion in  the  business  of  manufacturing,  instead  of 
being  compelled  to  resort  to  agriculture,  the  salu- 
tary eflect  would  be  nearly  the  same.     Is  any  part 
of  our  common  country  likely  to  be  injured   by  a 
transfer  of  the  theatre  of  fabrication  for  our  own 
consumption  from  Europe  to  America  ?     All  that 
those  parts,  if  any   there  be,  which  will  not,  or 
cannot,  engage  in  manufactures,  should  require 
is,  that  their  consumption  should  be  well  supplied' 
and  1/   the  objects  of  that  consumption  are  pro^ 
duced  in  other  parts  of  the  Union  that  can  manu- 
facture, far  from  having,  on  that  account,  any  ju^t 
cause   of    complaint,    their    patriotism   will    and 
ought  to  mculcate  a  cheerful  acquiescence  in  what 
essentially  contributes,  and  is  indispensably  neces- 
sary to  the  prosperity  of  the  common  family. 

Ihe  great  desideratum  in  political  economy  is 
he  same  as  in  private  pursuits-ihat  is,  What  is 
the  best  application  of  the  aggregate  industry  of 
a  nation,  that  can  be  made  honestly  to  produce 
he  largest  sum  of  national  wealth  ?  Labor  is 
the  source  of  all  wealth,  but  it  is  not  natural  la- 
bor only  ;  and  the  fundamental  error  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  and  of  the  school  to  which 
he  belongs,  in  adducing,  from  our  sparse  popula- 
lation,  our  unfitness  for  the  lulroduclion  of  the 
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arts,  consists  in  their  not  sufficiently  weighing  the  ' 
importance  of  the  power  of  machinery.     In  for-  i 
mer  times,  when  but  little  comparative  use  was  j 
made  of  machinery,  manual  labor  and  the  price 
of  wages  were  circumstances  of  the  greatest  con-  i 
sideration.     But  it  is  far  otherwise  in  these  latter  | 
times.     Such  are  the  improvements  and  the  per-  j 
feclions  in  machinery,  that,  in  analyzing  the  com- ; 
pound  value  of  many  fabrics,  the  element  of  nat- 
ural labor  IS  so  inconsiderable  as  almost  to  escape  '< 
detection.     This  truth  is  demonstrated  by  many  ; 
facts.      Formerly,   Asia,  in   consequence  of  the  , 
density  of  her  population,  and   the  consequent  ' 
lowness  of  wa^es  laid   Europe  under  tribute  for  j 
many  of  her  fabrics.     Now  Europe  reacts  upon  I 
Asia,  and  Great   Britain,   m   particular,   throws 
back  up)on  her  countless  millions  of  people  the 
rich   treasures  produced  by  artificial  labor,  to  a 
vast  amount,  infinitely  cheaper  than  they  can  be 
manufactured   by  the  natural  exertions  of  that 
portion  of  the  globe.     But  Britain  is   herself  the 
most  striking  illustration  of  the  immense  power  of 
machinery.     Upon  what  other  principle  can  you 
account  for  the  enormous  wealth  which  she  has 
accumulated,  and  which  she  annually  produces? 
A  statistical  writer  of  that  country,  several  years 
ago,  estimated  the  total  amount  of  the  artificial 
or  machine  labor  of  the  nation  to  be  equal  to  that 
of  one  hundred  millions  of  able-bodied  laborers. 
Subsequent  estimates  of  her  artificial  labor,  at  the 
present  day,  carry  it  to  the  enormous  height  of 
two  hundred  millions.     But  the  population  of  the 
Three  Kingdoms  is  21,500,000.     Supposing  that 
to   furnish  able-bodied    labor    to  the  amount   of 
4,000,000,  the  natural  labor  will  be  but  two  per 
cent,  of  the  artificial  labor.     In  the  production  of 
wealth,  she  operates,  therefore,  by  a   power  (in- 
cluding the  whole  population)  of  221,500,000  ;  or, 
in  other  words,  by  a  power  eleven  limes  greater 
than  the  total  of  her  natural   power.     If  we  sup- 
pose the  machine  labor  of  the  United  States  to  be 
equal   to  that  of  10,000,000  of  able-bodied  men, 
the  United  Stales  will  operate,  in  the  creation  of 
wealth,  by  a  power  (including  all  their  popula- 
tion) of  20,000,000.     In  the  creation  of  wealth, 
therefore,  the  power  of  Great  Britain,  compared 
to  that  of  the  United  Stales,  is  as  eleven  to  one. 
That  these  views  are  not  imaginary,  will  be,  I 
think,   evinced,    by   contrasting    the  wealth,   the 
revenue,  the  power,  of  the  two  countries.     Upon 
what  other  hypothesis  can  we  explain   those  al- 
most  incredible  exertions   which    Britain   made 
during  the  late  wars  of  Europe  ?     Look  at  her 
immense  subsidies  !    Behold  her,  standing  unaided 
and  alone,  breasting  the  storm  of  Napoleon's  co- 
lossal power,  when  all  continental  Europe  owned 
and  yielded  to  its  irresistible  sway  ;  and,  finally, 
contemplate  her  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war, 
with  and  without  allies,  to  its  splendid  termina- 
tion, on  the  ever-memorable  field  of  Waterloo. 

The  British  works  which  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  has  quoted,  portray  a  state  of  the  most 
wonderful  prosperity,  lu  regard  to  wealth  and  re- 
sources, that  ever  was  before  contemplated.  Let 
us  look  a  little  into  the  serai-official  pamphlet, 
written  with  great  force,  clearness,  and  ability. 


and  the  valuable  work  of  Lowe,  to  both  of  which 
that  gentleman  has  referred.  The  revenue  of  the 
United  Kingdom  amounted,  during  the  latter 
years  of  the  war,  to  seventy  millions  of  pounds 
sterling;  and  one  year  it  rose  to  the  astonishing 
height  of  ninety  millions  sterling,  equal  to  four 
hundred  millions  of  dollars.  This  was  actual 
revenue,  made  up  of  real  contributions  from  the 
purses  of  the  people.  After  the  close  of  the  war, 
Ministers  slowly  and  reluctantly  reduced  the  mili- 
tary and  naval  establishments,  and  accommoda- 
ted them  to  a  slate  of  peace.  The  pride  of  power, 
every  where  the  same,  always  unwillingly  sur- 
renders any  of  those  circumstances  which  display 
its  pomp  and  exhibit  its  greatness.  Contemporane- 
ous with  this  reduction.  Britain  was  enabled  to 
lighten  some  of  the  heaviest  burdens  of  taxation, 
and  particularly  that  most  onerous  of  all,  the  in- 
come lax.  In  this  lowered  state,  the  revenue  of 
peace,  gradually  rising  from  the  momentary  de- 
pression incident  to  a  transition  from  war,  attain- 
ed, in  1822,  the  vast  amount  of  fifty-five  millions 
sterling,  upwards  of  two  hundred  and  forty  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  and  more  than  eleven  limes  that 
of  the  United  States  for  the  same  year;  thus  indi- 
cating the  difference,  which  I  have  suggested,  in 
the  respective  productive  powers  of  the  two  coun- 
tries. The  excise  alone,  collected  under  twenty- 
five  different  heads,  amounted  to  twenty-eight 
millions,  more  than  one-half  of  the  total  revenue 
of  the  Kingdom.  This  great  revenue  allows 
Great  Britain  to  constitute  an  efficient  sinking 
fund  of  five  millions  sterling,  being  an  excess  of 
actual  income  beyond  expenditure,  and  amount- 
ing to  more  than  the  entire  revenue  of  the  United 
Slates. 

If  we  look  at  the  commerce  of  England,  we 
shall  perceive  that  its  prosperous  condition  no  less 
denotes  the  immensity  of  her  riches.  The  aver- 
age of  three  years'  exports,  ending  in  1789.  was 
between  thirteen  and  fourteei^  millions.  The 
average  for  the  same  term,  ending  in  1822,  was 
forty  millions  sterling.  The  average  of  the  im- 
ports for  three  years,  ending  in  1789,  was  seven- 
teen millions.  The  average  for  the  same  term, 
ending  in  1822,  was  thirty-six  millions,  showing 
a  favorable  balance  of  four  millions.  Thus,  in  a 
period  not  longer  than  that  which  has  elapsed 
since  the  establishment  of  our  Constitution,  have 
the  exports  of  that  Kingdom  been  tripled;  and 
this  has  mainly  been  the  effect  of  the  power  of 
machinery.  The  total  amount  of  the  commerce 
of  Great  Britain  is  greater  since  the  peace,  by 
one-fourth,  than  it  was  during  the  war.  The 
average  of  her  tonnage,  during  the  most  flourish- 
ing period  of  the  war,  was  two  million  four  hun- 
dred thousand  tons.  Its  average,  during  the  three 
years  1819,  1820,  and  1821,  was  2,600,000,  exhib- 
iting an  increase  of  200,000  tons.  If  we  glance 
at  some  of  the  more  prominent  articles  of  her 
manufactures,  we  shall  be  assisted  in  compre- 
hending the  true  nature  of  the  sources  of  her 
riches.  The  amount  of  cotton  fabrics  exported, 
in  the  most  prosperous  year  of  the  war,  was 
eighteen  million  sterling.  In  the  year  1820,  it 
was  16,600,000;  in  1821,  20,150,000;  in  1822,  21,- 
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639,000  pounds  sterling;  presenting  the  astonish- 
ing increase  in  two  years  of  upwards  of  five  nail- 
lions.     The   total   amount  of  imports   in  Great 
Britain  from  all  foreign  parts,  of  the  article  of 
cotton  wool,  is  five  millions  sterling.     After  sup- 
plying most  abundantly  the  consumption  of  cot- 
ton fabrics  within  the  country  (and  a  people  bet- 
ter fed,  and  clad,  and  housed,  are  not  to  be  found 
under  the  sun  than  the  British  nation)  by  means 
of  her  industry,  she  gives  to  this  cotton  wool  a 
new  value,  which  enables  her  to  sell  to  foreign 
nations  to  the  amount  of  £21,639,000,  making  a 
clear  profit  of  upwards  of  16,500,000  pounds  st'er- 
ling!     In   1821,  the  value  of  the  export  of  wool- 
len manufactures  was  £4,300,000.    In  1822,  it  was 
6,500,000.     The  success  of  her  restrictive  policy  is 
strikingly  illustrated  in  the  article  of  silk.     In  the 
manufacture  of  that  article  she  labors  und^r  great 
disadvantages,  besides  that  of  not  producing  the 
raw  material.     She  has  subdued  them  all,  and  the 
increase  of  the  manufacture  has  been  most  rapid.. 
Although  she  is  still  unable  to   maintain,  in  for- 
eign countries,  a  successful  competition  with  the 
silks  of  France,  of  India,  and  of  Italy,  and,  there- 
fore, exports  but  little,  she  gives  to  the  two  mil- 
lions of  the  raw  material  which  she  imports,  in 
various  forms,  a  value  of  ten   millions,  which 
chiefly  enter  into  British  consumption.     Let  us 
suppose  that  she  was  dependent  upon  foreign  na- 
tions for  these  ten   millions,  what  an  injurious 
eflect  would  it  not  have  upon  her  commercial  re- 
lations with  them!     The  average  of  the  exports 
of  British  manufactures  during  the  peace  exceeds 
the  average  of  the  most  productive  years  of  the 
"war.     The  amount  of  her  wealth  annually  pro- 
duced is  three  hundred  and  fifty  million  sterling, 
bearing  a  large  proportion  to  all  of  her  pre-exist- 
ing wealth.     The  agricultural  portion  of  it  is  said 
by  the  gentleman  from   Virginia,  to  be  greater 
than  that  created  by  any  other  branch  of  her  in- 
dustry.    But  that   flows   mainly  from   a  policy 
similar  to  that  proposed  by  this  bill.     One-third 
only  of  her  population  is  engaged  in  agriculture; 
the  other  two-thirds  furnishing  a  market  for  the 
produce  of  that  third.     Withdraw  this  market, 
and  what  becomes  of  her  agriculture  ?     The  pow- 
er and  the  wealth  of  Great  Britain  cannot  be  more 
strikingly  illustrated  than  by  a  comparison  of  her 
population  and  revenue  with  those  of  other  coun- 
tries and  with  our  own.     [Here  Mr.  C.  exhibited 
the  following  table,  from  authentic  materials :] 

Populalioa.    Taxes  and  pub-  Taxes  per 
lie  burdens.  capita. 

37,000,000  £18,000,000  £0  9  9 


Russia  in  Europe 

France  including 
Corsica  • 

Great  Britain,  ex-' 
elusive  of  Ire- 
land, (tb« taxes 
computed  ac- 
cording to  val'e 
ofmoney  onthe 
European  con- 
tinent) 

Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  collec- 
Uvelj, 


30,700,000      37,000,000    1    4  0 


14,500,000      40,000,000    2  15  0 


21,500,000      44,000,000    2    0  0 


11,600,000  £38,000,000  £3    2  0 

11,000,000        6,000,000    0  110 

7,000,000        4,000,000    0  110 


England  alone    - 
Spain  • 

Ireland 

■'ofAtd^!"''!     'O.Om.m,       4.500,000   0    9  0 

From  this  exhibit,  we  must  remark,  that  the 
wealth  of  Great  Britain  (and,  consequently,  her 
power)  is  greater  than  that  of  any  of  the  other 
nations  with  which  it  is  compared.     The  amount 
of  the  contributions  which  she  draws  from  the 
pockets  of  her  subjects  is  not  referred  to  for  imi- 
tation, but  as  indicative  of  their  wealth.     The 
burden  of  taxation  is  always  relative  to  the  ability 
of  the  subjects  of  it.     A  poor  nation  can  pay  but 
little.     And  the  heavier  taxes  of  British  subjects, 
for  example,  in  consequence  of  their  great  wealth, 
may  be  easier  borne  than  the  much  lighter  taxes 
of  Spanish  subjects,  in  consequence  of  their  ex- 
treme poverty.     The  object  of  wise  Governments 
should  be,  by  sound  legislation  so  to  protect  the 
industry  of  their  own  citizens  against  the  policy 
of  foreign  Powers  as  to  give  to  it  the  most  expan- 
sive force  in  the  production  of  wealth.     Great 
Britain  has  ever  acted,  and  still  acts,  on  thi»  pol- 
icy.    She  has  pushed   her  protection  of  British 
interest  further  than  any  other  nation  has  fostered 
its  industry.     The  result  is,  greater  wealth  among 
her  subjects,  and  consequently,  greater  ability  to 
pay  their  public    burdens.     If  their   taxation  is 
estimated  by  their  natural  labor  alone,  nominally 
it  is  greater  than  the  taxation  of  the  subjects  of 
any  other  Power.     But  if,  on  a  scale  of  their  nat- 
ural and  artificial  labor  compounded,  it  is  less  than 
the  taxation  of  any  other  people.     Estimating  it 
on  that  scale,  and  assuming  the  aggregate  of  the 
natural  and  artificial  labor  of  the  United  King- 
dom to  be  what  I  have  already  stated,  221,50O,0u0, 
the  actual  taxes  paid  by  a  British  subject  are  only 
about  three  and  seven-pence  sterling.     Estimating 
our  own  taxes  on  a  similar  scale — that  i.s,  suppo- 
sing both  descriptions  of  labor  to  be  equal  to  that 
of  20,000,000  of  able  bodied  persons — the  amount 
of  tax  paid  by  each  soul  in  the  United  States  is 
4».  6d.  sterling. 

The  Committee  will  observe,  from  that  table, 
that  the  measure  of  the  wealth  of  a  nation  is  in- 
dicated by  the  measure  of  its  protection  of  its  in- 
dustry ;  and  that  the  measure  of  the  poverty  of  a 
nation  is  marked  by  that  of  the  degree  in  which 
it  neglects  and  abandons  the  care  of  its  own  indus- 
try, leaving  it  exposed  to  the  action  of  foreign 
Powers.  Great  Britain  protects  most  her  industry, 
and  the  wealth  of  Great  Britain  is  consequently 
the  greatest.  France  is  next  in  the  degree  of  pro- 
tection, and  France  is  next  in  the  order  of  wealth. 
Spain  most  neglects  the  duty  of  protecting  the 
industry  of  her  subjects,  and  Spain  is  one  of  the 
poorest  of  European  nations.  Unfortunate  Ireland  ! 
disinherited,  or  rendered,  in  her  industry,  .subser- 
vient to  England,  is  exactly  in  the  same  state  of 
poverty  with  Spain,  measured  by  the  rule  of  tax- 
ation. And  the  United  States  are  still  poorer  than 
either. 

The  views  o{  British  prosperity  which  I  have 
endeavored  to  present,  show  that  her  protecting 
policy  IS  adapted  alike  to  a  state  of  war  and  of 
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peace.  Self-poised,  resting  upon  her  own  internal 
resources,  possessing  a  home  market  carefully 
cherished  and  guarded,  she  is  ever  prepared  for 
any  emergency.  We  have  seen  her  coming  out 
of  a  war  of  incalculable  exertion,  and  of  great  du- 
ration, with  her  power  unbroken,  her  means  un- 
diminished. We  have  see  that  almost  every  re- 
volving year  of  peace  has  brought  along  with  it 
an  increase  of  her  manufactures,  of  her  commerce, 
and,  consequently,  of  her  navigation.  We  have 
seen  that,  constructing  her  prosperity  upon  the 
solid  foundation  of  her  own  protecting  policy,  it 
is  unaffected  by  the  vicissitudes  of  other  States. 
What  is  our  own  condition  ?  Depending  upon 
the  state  of  foreign  Powers — confiding  exclusively 
in  a  foreign,  to  the  culpable  neglect  of  a  domestic 
policy,  our  interests  areaflfccied  by  all  their  move- 
ments. Their  wars,  their  misfortunes,  are  the 
only  source  of  our  prosperity.  In  their  peace,  and 
our  peace,  we  behold  our  condition  the  reverse  of 
that  of  Great  Britain,  and  all  our  interests  station- 
ary or  declining.  Peace  bring  to  us  none  of  the 
blessings  of  peace.  Our  system  is  anomalous  ; 
alike  unfitted  to  general  tranquillity,  and  to  a  state 
of  war  or  peace  on  the  part  of  our  own  country. 
It  can  succeed  only  in  the  rare  occurrence  of  a 
general  state  of  war  throughout  Europe.  I  am 
no  eulogist  of  England.  I  am  far  from  recom- 
mending her  systems  of  taxation.  I  have  adverted 
to  them  only  as  manifesting  her  extraordinary 
ability.  The  political  and  foreign  interests  of  that 
nation  may  have  been,  as  I  believe  them  to  have 
been,  often  badly  managed.  Had  she  abstained 
from  the  wars  into  which  she  has  been  plunged  by 
her  ambition,  or  the  mistaken  policy  oi  her  Min- 
isters, the  prosperity  of  England  would,  unques- 
tionably, have  been  much  greater.  But  it  may 
happen  that  the  public  liberty,  and  the  foreign 
relations  of  a  nation,  have  been  badly  provided  for, 
and  yet  its  political  economy  has  been  wisely 
managed.  The  alacrity  or  sullenncss  with  which 
a  people  pay  taxes  depends  upon  their  wealth  or 
poverty.  If  the  system  of  their  rulers  leads  to  their 
impoverishment,  they  can  contribute  but  little  to 
the  necessities  of  the  State  ;  if  to  their  wealth, 
they  cheerfully  and  promptly  pay  the  burdens  im- 
posed on  them.  Enormous  as  British  taxation 
appears  to  be  in  comparison  with  that  of  other 
nations,  but  really  lighter  as  it.  in  fact,  is,  when 
we  consider  its  great  wealth,  and  its  powers  of 
production,  that  vast  amount  is  collected  with  the 
most  astonishing  regularity.  [Here  Mr.  Clay 
read  certain  passages  from  Holt,  showing  that,  in 
1822,  there  was  not  a  solitary  prosecution  arising 
out  of  the  collection  of  the  assessed  taxes,  which 
are  there  considered  among  the  most  burdensome, 
and  that  the  prosecution  of  violations  of  the  excise 
laws,  in  all  its  numerous  branches,  were  sensibly 
and  progressively  decreasing.] 

Having  called  the  attention  of  the  Committee 
to  the  present  adverse  state  of  our  country,  and 
endeavored  to  point  out  the  causes  which  have  led 
to  it ;  having  shown  that  similar  causes,  wherever 
they  exist  in  other  countries,  lead  to  the  same  ad- 
versity in  their  condition  ;  and  having  shown  that, 
wherever  we  find  opposite  cau.ses  prevailing,  a  high 


and  animating  state  of  national  prosperity  exists, 
the  Committee  will  agree  with  me  in  thinking  that 
it  is  the  solemn  duty  of  Grovernment  to  apply  a  re- 
medy to  the  evils  which  afflict  our  country,  if  it  can 
apply  one.  Is  there  no  remedy  within  the  reach  of 
the  Government?  Are  we  doomed  to  behold  our 
industry  languish  and  decay  yet  more  and  more? 
But  there  is  a  remedy,  and  that  remedy  consists  in 
modifying  our  foreign  policy,  and  in  adopting  a 
genuine  American  system.  We  must  naturalize 
the  arts  in  our  country,  and  we  must  naturalize 
them  by  the  only  means  which  the  wisdom  of  na- 
tions has  yet  discovered  to  be  effectual — by  ade- 
quate protection  against  the  otherwise  overwhelm- 
ing influence  of  foreigners.  This  is  only  to  be  ac- 
complished by  the  establishment  of  a  tariff",  to  the 
consideration  of  which  I  am  now  brought. 

And  what  is  this  tarifi?  It  seems  to  have  been 
regarded  as  a  sort  of  monster,  huge  and  deformed ; 
a  wild  beast,  endowed  with  tremendous  powers  of 
destruction,  about  to  be  let  loose  among  our  people, 
if  not  to  devour  them,  at  least  to  consume  their 
substance.  But  let  us  calm  our  passions,  and  de- 
liberately survey  this  alarming,  this  terrific  being. 
The  sole  object  of  the  tariff"  is  to  tax  the  produce 
of  foreign  industry,  with  the  view  of  promoting 
American  industry.  The  tax  is  exclusively  lev- 
elled at  foreign  industry.  That  is  the  avowed 
and  the  direct  purpose  of  the  tariff.  If  it  subjects 
any  part  of  American  industry  to  burdens,  that  is 
an  effect  not  intended,  but  is  altogether  incidental, 
and  perfectly  voluntary. 

It  had  been  treated  as  an  imposition  of  burdens 
upon  one  part  of  the  community  by  design  for  the 
benefit  of  another ;  as  if,  in  fact,  money  were  taken 
from  the  pockets  of  one  portion  of  the  people  and 
put  into  the  pockets  of  another.  But,  is  that  a 
fair  representation  of  it?  No  man  pays  the  duty 
assessed  on  the  foreign  article  by  compulsion,  but 
voluntarily;  and  this  voluntary  duty,  if  paid,  goes 
into  the  common  exchequer,  for  the  common  bene- 
fit of  all.  Consumption  has  four  objects  of  choice. 
1.  It  may  abstain  from  the  use  of  the  foreign  arti- 
cle, and  thus  avoid  the  payment  of  the  tax.  2.  It 
may  employ  the  rival  American  fabric.  3.  It  may 
engage  in  the  business  of  manufacturing,  which 
this  bill  is  designed  to  foster.  4.  Or  it  may  supply 
itself  from  the  household  manufactures.  But,  it 
is  said  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
that  the  South,  owing  to  the  character  of  a  cer- 
tain portion  of  its  population,  cannot  engage  in  the 
business  of  manufacturing.  Now,  I  do  not  agree 
in  that  opinion  to  the  extent  in  which  it  is  asserted. 
The  circumstance  alluded  to  may  disqualify  the 
South  from  engaging  in  every  branch  of  manufac- 
ture as  largely  as  other  quarters  of  the  Union,  but 
to  some  branches  of  it  that  part  of  our  population 
is  well  adapted.  It  indisputably  afi'ords  great  fa- 
cility in  the  household  or  domestic  line. 

But,  if  the  gentleman's  premises  were  trae,  coald 
his  conclusion  be  admitted?  According  to  him, 
a  certain  part  of  our  population,  happily  much  the 
smallest,  is  peculiarly  situated.  The  circumstance 
of  its  degradation  unfits  it  for  the  manufacturing 
arts.  The  well  being  of  the  other,  and  the  larger 
part  of  our  population,  requires  the  introduction  of 
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those  arts.  What  is  to  be  done  in  this  conflict  ? 
The  gentleman  would  have  us  abstain  from  adopt- 
ing a  policy  called  for  by  the  interests  of  the 
greater  and  freer  part  of  our  population.  But  is 
that  reasonable?  Can  it  be  expected  that  the  in- 
terests of  the  greater  part  should  be  made  to  bend 
to  the  condition  of  the  servile  part  of  our  popula- 
tion? That,  in  effect  would  be  to  make  us  the 
slaves  of  slaves.  I  went,  with  great  pleasure,  along 
with  my  Southern  friends,  and  I  am  ready  a^ain 
to  unite  with  them  in  protesting  against  the  exer- 
cise of  any  legislative  power,  on  the  part  of  Con- 
gress, over  that  delicate  subject,  because  it  was  my 
solemn  conviction,  that  Congress  was  interdicted, 
or  at  least  not  authorized,  by  the  Constitution  to 
exercise  any  such  legislative  power.  And  I  am 
sure,  that  the  patriotism  of  the  South  may  be  ex- 
clusively relied  upon  to  reject  a  policv  which 
should  be  dictated  by  considerations  altogether 
connected  with  that  degraded  class,  to  the  preju- 
dice of  the  residue  of  our  population.  But,  does 
not  a  perseverance  in  the  foreign  policy,  as  it  now 
exists,  in  fact,  make  all  parts  of  the  Union,  not 
planting,  tributary  to  the  planting  parts?  What 
IS  the  argument?  It  is,  that  we  must  continue 
freely  to  receive  the  produce  of  foreign  industry, 
without  regard  to  the  protection  of  American  in- 
dustry, that  a  market  may  be  retained  for  the  sale 
abroad  of  the  produce  of  the  planting  portion  of 
the  country;  and  that,  if  we  lessen  the  consump- 
tion, in  all  parts  of  America,  those  which  are  not 
planting,  as  well  as  the  planting  sections  of  foreign 
^.manufactures,  we  diminish  to  that  extent  the  for- 
eign market  for  the  planting  produce.  The  exist- 
ing state  of  tilings,  indeed,  presents  a  sort  of  tacit 
compact  between  the  cotton  grower  and  the  Brit- 
ish manufacturer,  the  stipulations  of  which  are, 
on  the  part  of  the  cotton  grower,  that  the  whole 
of  the  United  States,  the  other  portions  as  well  as 
the  cotton  growing,  shall  remain  open  and  unre- 
stricted in  the  consumption  of  British  manufac- 
tures; and,  on  the  part  of  the  Britush  manufac- 
turer, that,  in  consideration  thereof,  he  will  con- 
tinue to  purchase  the  cotton  of  the  South. 

Thus,  then,  we  perceive  that  the  proposed  meas- 
ure, instead  of  sacrificing  the  South  to  the  other 
parts  of  the  Union,  seeks  only  to  preserve  them 
from  being  absolutely  sacrificed  under  the  opera- 
tion of  the  tacit  compact  which  I  have  described. 
Supposing  the  South  to  be  actually  incompetent, 
or  disinclined  to  embark  at  all  in  the  business  of 
manufacturing,  is  not  its  interest,  nevertheless, 
likely  to  be  promoted  by  creating  a  new  and  an 
American  source  of  supply  for  its  consumption? 
Now  foreign  Powers,  and  Great  Britain  princi- 
pally, have  the  monopoly  of  the  supply  of  South- 
ern consumption.  If  this  bill  should  pass,  an 
American  competitor  in  the  supply  of  the  South 
would  be  raised  up,  and  ultimately,  I  cannot  doubt, 
that  it  would  be  supplied  cheaper  and  better.  I 
have  before  had  occasion  to  state,  and  will  now 
again  mention,  the  beneficial  eflects  of  American 
competition  with  Europe,  in  furnishing  a  supply 
of  the  article  of  cotton  bagging.  After  the  late 
war,  the  influx  of  the  Scottish  manufacture  pros- 
trated the  American  establishments.     The  conse- 


quence  was,  that  the  Scotch  possessed  the  monop- 
oly of  the  supply ;  and  the  price  of  it  rose,  and 
attained  the  year  before  the  last  a  height  which 
amounted  to  more  than  an  equivalent  for  tea 
years'  protection  to  the  American  manufacture. 
This  circumstance  tempted  American  industry 
again  to  engage  in  the  business,  and  several  valu- 
able manufactories  have  been  established  in  Ken- 
tucky. They  have  reduced  the  price  of  the  fabric 
very  considerably;  but,  without  the  protection  of 
Government,  they  may  be  again  prostrated — and 
then  the  Scottish  manufacturer,  engrossing  the 
supply  of  our  consumption,  the  price  will  prob- 
ably again  rise.  It  has  been  tauntingly  asked,  if 
Kentucky  cannot  maintain  herself  in  a  competi- 
tion with  the  two  Scottish  towns  of  Inverness 
and  Dundee?  But  is  that  a  fair  statement  of  the 
case?  Those  two  towns  are  cherished  and  sus- 
tained by  the  whole  protecting  policy  of  the  Brit- 
ish empire,  whilst  Kentucky  cannot,  and  the 
General  Government  will  not,  extend  a  like  pro- 
tection to  the  few  Kentucky  villages  in  which  the 
article  is  made. 

If  the  coiion  growing  consumption  could  be 
constitutionally  exempted  from  the  operation  of 
this  bill,  it  might  be  fair  to  exempt  it  upon  the 
condition  that  foreign  manufactures,  the  proceeds 
of  the  sale  of  cotton  abroad,  should  not  enter  at 
all  into  the  con.sumption  of  the  other  parts  of  the 
United  States.  But  such  an  arrangement  as  that, 
if  it  could  be  made,  would  probably  be  objected 
to  by  the  cotton  growing  country  itself. 

2.  The  second  objection  to  the  proposed  bill  is, 
that  it  will  diminish  the  amount  of  our  exports. 
It  can  have  no  eflect  upon  our  exports,  except 
those  which  are  sent  to  Europe.  Except  tobacco 
and  rice,  we  send  there  nothing  but  the  raw  ma- 
terials. The  argument  is,  that  Europe  will  not 
buy  of  us  if  we  do  not  buy  of  her.  The  first  ob- 
jection to  it  is,  that  it  calls  upon  us  to  look  to  the 
question,  and  take  care  of  European  ability  in  le- 
gislating for  American  interests.  Now,  if,  in 
legislating  for  their  interests,  they  would  consider 
and  provide  for  our  ability,  the  principle  of  reci- 
procity would  enjoin  us  so  to  regulate  our  inter- 
course with  them,  as  to  leave  their  ability  unim- 
paired. But  I  have  shown  that,  in  the  adoption 
of  their  own  policy,  their  inquiry  is  strictly  limited 
to  a  consideration  of  their  peculiar  interests,  with- 
out any  regard  to  that  of  ours.  The  next  re- 
mark I  would  make  is,  that  the  bill  only  operates 
upon  certain  articles  of  European  industry,  which, 
it  is  supposed,  our  interest  requires  us  to  manufac- 
ture within  ourselves;  and,  although  its  eflect 
will  be  to  diminish  the  amount  of  our  imports  of 
those  articles,  it  leaves  them  free  to  supply  us  with 
any  other  produce  of  their  industry.  And,  since 
the  circle  of  human  comforts,  refinements,  and 
luxuries,  is  of  great  extent,  Europe  will  still  find 
herself  able  to  purchase  from  us  what  she  has 
hitherto  done,  and  to  discharge  the  debt  in  some 
of  those  objects.  If  there  be  any  diminution  in 
our  exports  to  Europe,  it  will  probably  be  in  the 
article  of  cotton  to  Great  Britain.  1  have  stated 
that  Britain  buys  cotton  wool  to  the  amount  of 
about  five  millions  sterling,  and  sells  to  foreign 
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States  to  the  amount  of  upwards  of  twenty-one 
millions  and  a  half.     Of  this  sum,  we  take  a  little 
upwards  of  a  million  and  a  half.     The  residue,  of 
about  twenty  millions,  she  must  sell  to  other  for- 
eign Powers  than  the  United  States,     Now  their 
market  will  continue  open  to  her,  as  much  after 
the  passage  of  this  bill  as  before.     She  will  there- 
fore require  from  us  the  raw  material  to  supply 
their  consumption.     But,  it  is  said,  she  may  refuse 
to  purchase  it  of  us,  and  seek  a  supply  elsewhere. 
There  can  be  but  little  doubt  that  she  now  resorts 
to  us,   because  we  can  supply  her  cheaper  and 
better  than  any  other  country.     And  it  would  be 
unreasonable  to  suppose  that  she  would   cease, 
from  any  pique  towards  us,  to  pursue  her  own  in- 
terest.    Suppose  she  was  to  decline  purchasing 
from  us :  The  consequence  would  be,  that  she 
would  lose  the  market  for  the  twenty  millions 
sterling  which  she  now  sells  other  foreign  Powers, 
or  enter  into  it  under  a  disadvantageous  competi- 
tion with  us,  or  with  other  nations,  who  should 
obtain  their  supplies  of  the  raw  material  from  us. 
If  there  should  be  any  diminution,  therefore,  in 
the  exportation  of  cotton,  it  would  only  be  in  the 
proportion  of  about  one  and  a  half  to  twenty,  that 
IS,  a  little  upwards  of  five  per  cent.;  the  loss  of  a 
market  for  which,  abroad,  would   be  fully  com- 
pensated by  the  market  for  the  article  created  at 
home.     Lastly,  I  would  observe,  that  the  new  ap- 
plication of  our  industry,  producing  new  objects 
of  exportation,  and  they  possessing  much  greater 
value  than  in  the  raw  state,  we  should  be  in  the 
end  amply  indemnified,  by  their  exportation.   Al- 
ready the  item  in  our  foreign  exports  of  manufac- 
tures  is   considerable;   and   we   know    that   our 
cotton  fabrics  have  been  recently  exported,  in  a 
large  amount,  to   South    America,   where   they 
maintain  a  successful  competition  with  those  of 
any  other  country. 

3.  The  third  objection  to  the  tariff"  is,  that  it 
will  diminish  our  navigation.  This  great  interest 
deserves  every  encouragement  consistent  with  the 
paramount  interest  of  agriculture.  In  the  order 
of  nature  it  is  secondary  to  both  agriculture  and 
manufactures.  Its  business  is  the  transportation 
of  the  productions  of  those  two  superior  branches 
of  industry.  It  cannot  therefore  be  expected  that 
they  shall  be  moulded  or  sacrificed  to  suit  its  pur- 
poses ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  navigation  must  ac- 
commodate itself  to  the  actual  state  of  agriculture 
and  manufactures.  If,  as  I  believe,  we  have  nearly 
reached  the  maximum  in  value  of  our  exports  of 
raw  produce  to  Europe,  the  eflect  hereafter  will 
be,  as  it  respects  that  branch  of  our  trade,  if  we 
persevere  in  the  foreign  system,  to  retain  our  navi- 
gation at  the  point  it  has  now  reached.  By  re- 
ducing, indeed,  as  will  probably  take  place,  the 
price  of  our  raw  materials,  a  further  quantity  of 
them  could  be  exported,  and  of  course  additional 
employment  might  in  that  way  be  given  to  our 
tonnage  ;  but  that  would  be  at  the  expense  of  the 
agricultural  interest.  If  I  am  right  in  supposing 
that  no  eflect  will  be  produced  by  this  measure 
upon  any  other  branch  of  our  export  trade  but 
that  to  Europe;  that  with  regard  to  that  there 
will  be  no  sensible  diminution  of  our  exports,  and 


that  the  new  direction  given  to  a  portion  of  our 
industry  will  produce  other  (Objects  of  exportation, 
the  probability  is,  that  our  foreign  tonnage  will  be 
even  increased  under  the  operation  of  this  bill. 
But.  if  I  am  mistaken  in  these  views,  and  it  should 
experience  any  reduction,  theincreaseof  our  coast- 
ing tonnage,  resulting  from  the  greater  activity  of 
domestic  exchanges,  will  more  than  compensate 
the  injury.  Although  our  navigation  partakes  in 
the  general  distress  of  the  country,  it  is  less  de- 
pressed than  any  other  of  our  great  interests.  The 
foreign  tonnage  has  been  gradually,  though  slow- 
ly, increasing  since  1818.  And  our  coasting  ton- 
nage since  1816  has  increased  upwards  of  one 
hundred  thousand  tons. 

4.  It  is  next  contended  that  the  effect  of  the 
measure  will  be  to  diminish  our  foreign  commerce. 
The  objection  assumes,  what  I  have  endeavored 
to  controvert,  that  there  will  be  a  reduction  in  the 
value  of  our  exports.     Commerce  is  an  exchange 
of  commodities.     Whatever   will   tend   to   aug- 
ment the  wealth  of  a  nation  must  increase  its  ca- 
pacity to  make  these  exchanges.     By  new  produc- 
tions, or   creating  new  values  in  the  fabricated 
forms  which  shall  be  given  to  old  objects  of  our 
industry,  we  shall  give  to  commerce  a  fresh  spring, 
a  new  aliment.     The  foreign  commerce  of  the 
country,  from  causes,  some  of  which  I  have  en- 
deavored to  point  out,  has  been  extended  as  far 
as  it  can  be.     And  I  think  there  can  be  but  little 
doubt  that  the  balance  of  trade  is,  and  for  some 
time  past  has  been,  against  us.     I  was  surprised  to 
hear  the  learned  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
(Mr.  Webster,)  rejecting,  as  an  exploded  fallacy, 
the  idea  of  a  balance  of  trade.     I  have  not  time 
nor  inclination  now  to  discuss  that  topic.     But  I 
will  observe,  that  all  nations  act  upon  the  suppo- 
sition of  the  reality  of  its  existence,  and  seek  to 
avoid  a  trade  the  balance  of  which  is  unfavorable, 
and  to  foster  that  which  presents  a  favorable  bal- 
ance.    However  the  account  be  made  up,  what- 
ever may  be  the  items  of  a  trade,  commodities, 
fishing  industry,  marine  labor,  the  carrying  trade, 
all  of  which,  I  admit,  should  be  comprehended, 
there  can  be  no  doubt,  I  think,  that  the  totality  of 
the  exchanges  of  all  descriptions  made  by  one 
nation  with  another,  or  against  the  totality  of  the 
exchanges  of  all  other  nations  together,  may  be 
such  as  to  present  the  state  of  an  unfavorable  bal- 
ance with  the  one  or  with  all.     It  is  true  that,  in 
the  long  run,  the  measures  of  these  exchanges,  that 
is,  the  totality  in  value  of  what  is  given  and  of 
what  is  received,  must  be  equal  to  each  other. 
But  the  great  distress  may  be  felt  long  before  the 
counterpoise  can  be  eff'ected.     In  the  mean  time 
there  will  be  an  export  of  the  precious  metals,  to 
the  deen  injury  of  internal  trade,  an  unfavorable 
state  of  exchange,  an  export  of  public  securities, 
a  resort  to  credit,  debt,  mortgages.     Most  of,  if  not 
all,  these  circumstances,  are  believed  now  to  be 
indicated  by  our  country,  in  its  foreign  commercial 
relations.     What  have  we  received,  for  example, 
for  the  public  stocks  sent  to  England  ?     Goods. 
But  those  stocks  are  our  bond,  which  must  be  paid. 
Although  the  solidity  of  the  credit  of  the  English 
public  securities  is  not  surpassed  by  that  of  our  own, 
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strong  as  it  jui.tly  is,  when  have  we  seen  English 
stocks  sold  in  our  market,  and  regularly  quoted  in 
the  prices  current,  as  American  stocks  are  in  Eng- 
land ?  An  unfavorable  balance  with  one  nation 
maj/  be  made  up  by  a  favorable  balance  with  other 
nations  ;  but  the  fact  of  the  existence  of  that  unfa- 
vorable balance  is  strong  presumptive  evidence 
against  the  trade.  Commerce  will  regulate  itself  I 
Yes,  and  the  extravagafice  of  a  spendthrift  heir, 
who  squanders  the  rich  patrimony  which  has  de- 
scended to  him,  will  regulate  itself  ultimately. 
But  it  will  be  a  regulation  which  will  exhibit  him 
in  the  end  safely  confined  within  the  walls  of  a 
jail.  Commerce  will  regulate  itself!  But  is  it 
not  the  duty  of  wise  Governments  to  watch  its 
course,  and,  beforehand,  to  provide  against  even 
distant  evils;  by  prudent  legislation  stimulating 
the  industry  of  their  own  people,  and  checking 
the  policy  of  foreign  Powers  as  it  operates  on 
them?  The  supply,  then,  of  the  subjects  of  for- 
eign commerce,  no  less  than  the  supply  of  con- 
sumption at  home,  requires  of  us  to  give  a  portion 
of  our  labor  such  a  direction  as  will  enable  us  to 
produce  them.  That  is  the  object  of  the  measure 
under  consideration,  and  I  cannot  doubt  that,  if 
adopted,  it  will  accomplish  its  object. 

5.  The  fifth  objection  to  the  tariff  is,  that  it  will 
dimini>h  the  public  revenue,  disable  us  from  pay- 
ing the  public  debt,  and  finally  compel  a  resort  to 
a  system  of  excise  and  internal  taxation.  This 
objection  is  founded  upon  the  supposition  that  the 
reduction  in  the  importation  of  the  subjects,  on 
which  the  increased  duties  are  to  operate,  will  be 
such  as  to  produce  the  alleged  effect.  All  this  is 
matter  of  mere  conjecture,  and  can  only  be  deter- 
mined by  experiment.  I  have  very  little  doubt, 
with  my  colleague,  (Mr.  Trimble,)  that  the  rev- 
enue will  be  i&crea.sed  considerably,  for  some 
years  at  least,  under  the  operation  of  this  bill. 
The  diminution  in  the  quantity  imported  will  be 
compensated  by  the  augmentation  of  the  duty. 
In  reference  to  the  article  of  molasses,  for  exam- 
ple, if  the  import  of  it  should  be  reduced  fifty  per 
cent.,  the  amount  of  duty  collected  would  be  the 
same  as  it  now  is.  But  it  will  not,  in  all  proba- 
bility, be  reduced  by  any  thing  like  that  propor- 
tion. And  then  there  are  some  other  articles 
which  will  continue  to  be  introduced  in  as  large 
quantities  as  ever,  notwithstanding  the  increase 
of  duly — the  object  in  reference  to  them  being 
revenue,  and  not  the  encouragement  of  domestic 
manufactures.  Another  cause  will  render  the 
revenue  of  this  year,  in  particular,  much  more 
productive  than  it  otherwise  would  have  been  ; 
and  that  is,  that  large  quantities  of  goods  have 
been  introduced  into  the  country,  in  anticipation 
of  the  adoption  of  this  measure.  The  eagle  does 
not  dart  a  keener  gaze  upon  his  intended  prey, 
than  that  with  which  the  British  manufacturer 
and  merchant  watches  the  foreign  market,  and 
the  course  even  of  our  elections  as  well  as  our 
legislation.  The  pas^sage  of  this  bill  has  been  ex- 
pected ;  and  all  our  information  is,  that  the  im- 
portations, during  this  Spring,  have  been  im- 
mense. But,  further,  the  measure  of  our  impor- 
tations IS  that  of  our  exportations.     If  I  am  right 


in  supposing  that,  in  future,  the  amount  of  these, 
in  the  old  or  new  forms  of  the  produce  of  our  la- 
bor, will  not  be  diminished,  but  probably  increased, 
then  the  amount  of  our  importations,  and,  conse- 
quently, of  our  revenue,  will  not  be  reduced,  but 
may  be  extended.  If  these  ideas  be  correct,  there 
will  be  no  inability  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  extinguish  the  public  debt.  The  payment 
of  that  debt,  and  the  consequent  liberation  of  the 
public  resources  from  the  charge  of  it,  is  extremely 
desirable.  No  one  is  more  anxious  than  I  am  to 
see  that  important  object  accomplished.  But  I 
entirely  concur  with  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
(Mr.  Barbour)  in  thinking  that  no  material  sac- 
rifice of  any  of  the  great  interests  of  the  nation 
ought  to  be  made  to  effectuate  it.  Such  is  the 
elastic  and  accumulating  nature  of  our  public  re- 
sources, from  the  silent  augmentation  of  our  pop- 
ulation, that  if,  in  any  given  state  of  the  public 
revenue,  we  throw  ourselves  upon  a  couch  and 
go  to  sleep,  we  may,  after  a  short  time,  awake 
I  with  an  ability  abundantly  increased  to  redeem 
1  any  reasonable  amount  of  public  debt  with  which 
we  may  happen  to  be  burdened.  The  public  debt 
of  the  United  States,  though  nominally  larger 
now  than  it  was  in  the  year  1791,  bears  really  no 
sort  of  discouraging  comparison  to  its  amount,  at 
that  time,  whatever  standard  we  may  choose  to 
adopt  to  institute  the  comparison.  It  was,  ia 
1791,  about  seventy-five  millions  of  dollars.  It  is 
now  about  ninety.  Then  we  had  a  population  of 
about  four  millions.  Now  we  have  upwards  of 
ten  millions.  Then  we  had  a  revenue  short  of 
five  millions  of  dollars.  Now  our  revenue  ex- 
ceeds twenty.  If  we  select  population  as  the 
standard,  our  present  population  is  one  hundred 
and  fifty  per  cent,  greater  than  it  was  in  1791  ;  if 
revenue,  that  is  four  times  more  now  than  at  the 
former  period  ;  whilst  the  public  debt  has  increased 
only  in  a  ratio  of  twenty  per  cent.  A  public  debt 
of  three  hundred  millions  of  dollars,  at  the  present 
day,  considering  our  actual  ability,  compounded 
both  of  the  increase  of  population  and  of  revenue, 
would  not  be  more  onerous  now  than  the  debt  of 
seventy-five  millions  of  dollars  was,  at  the  epoch 
of  1791,  in  reference  to  the  same  circumstances. 
If  I  am  right  in  supposing  that,  under  the  opera- 
tion of  the  proposed  mea>ure,  there  will  not  be 
any  diminution,  but  a  probable  increase  of  the 
public  revenue,  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  de- 
fraying the  current  expenses  of  Government,  and 
paying  the  principal  as  well  as  the  interest  of  the 
public  debt,  as  it  becomes  due.  Let  us,  for  a  mo- 
ment, however,  indulge  the  improbable  supposi- 
tion of  the  opponents  of  the  tariff,  that  there  will 
be  a  reduction  of  the  revenue  to  the  extent  of  the 
most  extravagant  calculation  which  has  been 
made — that  is  to  say,  to  the  extent  of  five  mil- 
lions. That  sum  deducted,  we  shall  still  have 
remaining  a  revenue  of  about  fifteen  millions. 
The  Treasury  estimates  of  the  current  service  of 
the  years  1822,  1823,  and  1824,  exceeds,  each 
year,  nine  millions.  The  lapse  of  Revolutionary 
pensions,  and  judicious  retrenchments  which  might 
be  made,  without  detriment  to  any  of  the  essential 
establishments   of  the   country,  would  probably 
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reduce  them  below  nine  millions  of  dollars. 
Let  U.S  assume  that  sum,  to  which  add  above 
five  millions  and  a  half  for  the  interest  of  the  pub- 
lic debt,  and  the  wants  of  Government  would  re- 
quire a  revenue  of  fourteen  and  a  half  millions, 
leaving  a  surplus  of  revenue  of  half  a  million  be- 
yond the  public  expenditure.  Thus,  by  a  post- 
ponement of  the  payment  of  the  principal  ol  the 
public  debt,  in  which  the  public  creditors  would 
gladly  acquiesce,  and  confiding,  for  the  means  of 
redeeming  it,  in  the  necessary  increase  of  our  rev- 
enue from  the  natural  augmentation  of  our  popu- 
lation and  consumption,  we  may  safely  adopt  the 
proposed  measure,  even  if  it  should  be  attended 
(which  is  confidently  denied)  with  the  supposed 
diminution  of  revenue.  We  shall  not  then  have 
occasion  to  vary  the  existing  system  of  taxation  ; 
we  shall  be  under  no  necessity  to  resort  either  to 
direct  taxes  or  to  an  excise.  But  suppose  the  alter- 
native were  really  forced  upon  us  of  continuing 
the  foreign  system,  with  its  inevitable  impover- 
ishment of  the  country,  but  with  the  advantageof 
the  present  mode  of  collecting  the  taxes,  or  of 
adopting  the  American  system,  with  its  increase 
of  the  national  wealth,  but  with  the  disadvantage 
of  an  excise,  could  any  one  hesitate  between  them  1 
Customs  and  an  excise  agree  in  the  essential  par- 
ticulars, that  they  are  both  taxes  upon  consump- 
tion, and  both  are  voluntary.  They  differ  only  in 
the  mode  of  collection.  The  office  for  the  collec- 
tion of  one  is  located  on  the  frontier,  and  that 
for  the  other  within  the  interior.  I  believe  it  was 
Mr.  Jeflerson,  who,  in  reply  to  the  boast  of  a  citi- 
zen of  New  York,  of  the  amount  of  the  public 
revenue  paid  by  that  city,  asked  who  would  pay 
it  if  the  collector's  office  were  removed  to  Paulus 
Hook,  on  the  New  Jersey  shore  1  National  wealth 
is  the  source  of  all  taxation.  And,  my  word  for 
it,  the  people  are  too  intelligent  to  be  deceived  by 
mere  names,  and  not  to  give  a  decided  preference 
to  that  system  which  is  based  upon  their  wealth 
and  prosperity,  rather  than  to  that  which  is  founded 
upon  their  impoverishment  and  ruin. 

6.  But,  according  to  the  opponents  of  the  do- 
mestic policy,  the  proposed  system  will  force  cap- 
ital and  labor  into  new  and  reluctant  employ- 
ments ;  we  are  not  prepared,  in  consequence  of 
the  high  price  of  wages,  for  the  successful  estab- 
lishment of  manufactures,  and  we  must  fail  in  the 
ex|)eriment.  We  have  seen  that  the  existing  oc- 
cupations of  our  society,  those  of  agriculture,  com- 
merce, navigation,  and  the  learned  professions, 
are  overflowing  with  competitors,  and  that  the 
want  of  employment  is  severely  felt.  Now  what 
does  this  bill  propose?  To  open  a  new  and  ex- 
tensive field  of  business,  in  which  all  that  choose 
may  enter.  There  is  no  compulsion  upon  any 
one  to  engage  in  it.  An  option  only  is  given  to 
industry,  to  continue  in  the  present  unprofiuble 
pursuits,  or  to  embark  in  a  new  and  promising 
one.  The  effect  will  be  to  lessen  the  competition 
in  the  old  branches  of  business,  and  to  multiply 
our  resources  for  increasing  our  comforts  and  aug- 
menting the  national  wealth.  The  alleged  fact 
of  the  high  price  of  wages  is  not  admitted.  The 
truth  is,  that  no  class  of  society  suffers  more,  in 
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the  present  stagnation  of  business,  than  the  labor- 
ing class.  That  is  a  necessary  effect  of  the  de- 
pression of  agriculture,  the  principal  business  of 
the  community.  The  wages  of  able-bodied  men 
vary  from  five  to  eight  dollars  per  month ;  and 
such  has  been  the  want  of  employment,  in  some 
parts  of  the  Union,  that  instances  have  not  been 
unfrequent,  of  men  working  merely  for  the  means 
of  present  subsistence.  If  the  wages  for  labor 
here  and  in  England  are  compared,  they  will  be 
found  not  to  be  essentially  different.  I  agree  with 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  that  higb 
wages  are  a  proof  of  national  prosperity  ;  we  dif- 
fer only  in  the  means  by  which  that  desirable  end 
shall  be  attained.  But,  if  the  fact  were  true,  that 
the  wages  of  labor  are  high,  I  deny  the  correct- 
ness of  the  argument  founded  upon  it.  The  ar- 
gument assumes,  that  natural  labor  is  the  princi- 
pal element  in  the  business  of  manufacture.  That 
was  the  ancient  theory.  But  the  valuable  inven- 
tions and  vast  improvements  in  machinery,  which 
have  been  made  within  a  few  years  past,  have 
produced  a  new  era  in  the  arts.  The  effect  of 
this  change  in  the  powers  of  production  may  be 
estimated  from  what  I  have  already  stated  in  re- 
lation to  England,  and  to  the  triumphs  of  Euro- 
pean artificial  labor  over  the  natural  labor  of  Asia. 
In  considering  the  fitness  of  a  nation  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  manufactures,  we  must  no  longer 
limit  our  views  to  the  state  of  its  population,  and 
the  price  of  wages.  All  circumstances  must  be 
regarded,  of  which  that  is.  perhaps,  the  least  im- 
portant. Capital,  ingenuity  in  the  construction, 
and  adroitness  in  the  use  of  machinery,  and  the 
possession  of  the  raw  materials,  are  those  which 
deserve  the  greatest  consideration.  All  these  cir- 
cumstances, (except  that  of  capital,  of  which  there 
is  no  deficiency,)  exist  in  our  country  in  an  emi- 
nent degree,  and  more  than  counterbalance  the 
disadvautag*',  if  it  really  existed,  of  the  lower  wages 
of  labor  in  Great  Britain.  The  dependence  upoa 
foreign  nations  for  the  raw  material  of  any  great 
manufacture,  has  been  ever  considered  as  a  dis- 
couraging fact.  The  state  of  our  population  is 
peculiarly  favorable  to  the  most  extensive  intro- 
duction of  machinery.  We  have  no  prejudices 
to  combat,  no  persons  to  drive  out  of  employment. 
The  pamphlet  to  which  we  have  had  occasion  so 
often  to  refer,  in  enumerating  the  causes  which 
have  brought  in  England  their  manufactures  to 
such  a  slate  of  perfection,  and  which  now  enable 
them,  in  the  opinion  of  the  writer,  to  defy  all  com- 
petition, does  not  specify,  as  one  of  them,  low 
wages.  It  assigns  three  ;  1st,  capital ;  2ndly,  ex- 
tent and  costliness  of  machinery  ;  and,  Sdly,  steady 
and  persevering  industry.  Notwithstanding  the 
concurrence  of  so  many  favorable  causes,  in  our 
country,  for  the  introduction  of  the  arts,  we  are 
earnestly  dissuaded  from  making  the  experiment, 
and  our  ultimate  failure  is  confidently  predicted. 
Why  should  we  fail  ?  Nations,  like  men,  fail  in 
nothing  which  they  boldly  attempt,  when  sustain- 
ed by  virtuous  purposes  and  firm  resolution.  I 
am  not  willing  to  admit  this  depreciation  of  Ame- 
rican skill  and  enterprise.  I  am  not  willing  to 
strike  before  an  effort  is  made.     All  our  past  his- 
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tory  exhorts  us  to  proceed,  and  inspires  us  with    wisdom  of  one  Legislature;  and  that  it  is  among 
animating  hopes  of  success.     Past  predictions  of    nations  as  among  mdividuals,  that  the  happiness 
our  incapacity  have  failed,  and  present  predictions    of  the  whole  is  bfst  secured  by  each  attending  to 
will  not  be  realized.     At  the  commencement  of;  its  own  peculiar  interests.     The  proposition  to  be 
this  Government,  we  were  told  that  the  attempt  '  maintained  by  our  adversaries,  is,  that  manufac- 
would  be  idle  to  construct  a  marine  adequate  to  !  tures,  without  protection,  will,  in  due  time,  spring 
the  commerce  of  the  country,  or  even  to  the  busi-  i  up  in  our  country,  and  sustain  themselves,  in  a 
ness  of  its  coasting  trade.     The  founders  of  our  i  competition   with    foreign   fabrics,    however   ad- 
Governm.ent  did  not  listen  to  these  discouraging  '■  vanced  the  arts,  and  whatever  the  degree  of  pro- 
counsels ;  and  behold  the  fruits  of  their  just  com-    teclion  may  be  in  foreign  countries.     Now  I  con- 
prehension  of  our  resources!     Our  restrictive  pol-  j  tend  that  this  proposition  is  refuted  by  all  experi- 
icy  was  denounced,   and   it  was  foretold   that   it  i  ence,  ancient  and  modern,  and  in  every  country, 
would  utterly  disappoint  all  our  expectations.   But}  If  I  am  asked,  why  unprotected  industry  should 
our  restrictive  policy  has  been  eminently  success- 1  not  succeed  in  a  strug<;le  with  protected  mdustry, 
ful;  and  the  share  which  our  navigation  now  en- '  I  answer,  the  fact   has  ever  been  so,  and  that  is 
joys  in  the  trade  with  France,  and  with  the  Brit- 1  sufficient;  I  reply  that  uniform  experience  evinces 
ish  West  India  islands,  attests  its  victory.     What  \  that  it  cannot  succeed  in  such  an  utiequal  contest, 
were  not  the  disheartening  predictions  of  the  op-  \  and    that  is   sufficient.     If  we  speculate  on  the 
ponenLs  of  the  late  war  7     Defeat,  discomfiture,  j  causes  of  this  universal  truth,  we  may  differ  about 
and  disgrace,  were  to  be  the  certain,  but  not  the    them.     Still  the  indisputable  fact  remains.     And 
worst,   effect  of  it.      Here,  again,  did   prophecy    we  should  be  as  unwise  in  not  availing  ourselves 
prove  false;   and  the  energies  of  our  country,  and    of  the  guide  which  it  furnishes,  as  a  man  would 
the  valor  and  the  patriotism  of  our  people,  carried  !  be  who  should  refuse  to  basic  in   the  rays  of  the 
us  gloriously  through  the  war.    We  are  now,  and  |  sun,    because    he    could    not   agree   with    Judge 
ever  will   be,  essentially,  an  agricultural  people,  j  Woodward  as  to  the  nature  of  the  substance  of 
Without  a  material  change  in  the  fixed  habits  of  i  that  planet,  to  which  we  are  indebted  for  heat  and 
the  country,  the  friends  of  this  measure  de^ire  to  i  light.     If  I  were  to  attempt  to  particularize  the 
draw  to  it,  as  a  powerful  auxiliary  to  its  indu>try,  '  causes  which  prevent  the  success  of  the  manufac- 
the  manufacturing  arts.     The  difference  between  :  luring  arts,  without  protectiou,  I  should  say  that 
a  nation  with,  and  without  the  arts,  may  be  con-  i  they  are — first,  the  obduracy  of  fixed  habits.     No 
ceived,  by  the  difference  between  a  keelboat  and  a  j  nation,  no  individual,  will  easily  change  an  estab- 
steamboat,   combatting  the   rapid    torrent  of  the  ;  lished  course  of  business,  even  it  it  be  unprofitable; 
Mississippi.     How  slow  does  the  former  ascend,  i  and  least  of  all  is  an  agricultural  people  prone  to 
hugging  the  sinuosities  of  the  shore,  pushed  on  by  |  innovation.     With  what   reluctance  do  they  not 
her  hardy  and  exposed  crew,  now  throwing  them-    adopt  improvements  in   the   instruments  of  hus- 
selves  in  vigorous  concert  on  their  oars,  and  then  :  bandry,  or  in  modes  of  cultivation  !     If  the  farmer 
seizing  the  pendant  boughs  of  overhanging  trees ;  ,  makes  a  good  crop,  and  sells  it  badly,  or  makes  a 
she  seems  hardly  to   move;  and   her  scanty  cargo  j  short  crop,  buoyed  up  by  hope,  he  perseveres,  and 
is  scarcely  worth  the  transportation  !     With  what  i  trusts  that  a  favorable  change  of  the  market,  or  of 
ease  is  she  not  pissed  by  the  steamboat,  laden  with    the  seasons,  will  enable  him,  in  the  succeeding 
the  riches  of  all  quarters   of  the  world,  with   a    year,  to  repair  the  misfortunes  of  the  past.     Se- 
crowd  of  gay,  cheerful   and  protected  passengers,    condly,  the  uncertainty,  fluctuation,  and  unsteadi- 
now  dashing  into  the  midst  of  the  current,  or  glid- 1  ness,  of  the  home  market,  when  liable  to  an  unre- 
ing  through  the  eddies  near  the  shore  !     Nature  |  stricted  influx  of  fabrics  from  all  foreign  nations; 
herself  seems   to  survey,  with  astonishment,  the    and,  thirdly,  the  superior  advance  ol   skill,   and 
passing  wonder,  and,  in  silent  submission,  reluct-  ;  amount   of  capital,  which   foreign   nations  have 
antly    to  own  the  magnificent  triumphs,  in   her    obtained,  by  the  protection  of  their  own  industry, 
own  vast  dominion,  of  Fulton's  immortal  geniu> !  ;  F'rom  the  latter,  or  from  other  causes,  the  unpro- 
7.  But  it  is  said,  that  wherever  there  is  a  con-  !  tected  manufactures  of  a  country  are  exposed  to 
currenceof  favorable  circumstances,  manufactures    the   danger  of  being   crushed    in    their   infancy, 
will  arise  of  themselves,  without  protection;  and  '  either  by  the  design  or  from  the  necessities  of  for- 
that  we  should  not  disturb  the  natural  progress  of    eign  manufacturers.     Gentlemen  are  incredulous 
industry,  but  leave  things  to  themselves.     If  all  i  as  to  the  attempts  of  foreign  merchants  and  man- 
nations  would  modify  their  policy  on  this  axiom,    ufacturers  to  accomplish  the  destruction  of  our!«. 
perhaps  It  would  be  belter  for  the  common  good  i  Why  should  they  not  make  such  attempts?     If 
of  the  whole.     Even  then,  in  consequence  of  nat- I  the   Scottish    manufacturer,   by  surcharging   our 
ural  advantages,  and  a  greater  advance  in  civili- j  market,   in  one  year,  with   the  article  of  cotton 
zation  and  in  the  arts,  some  nations  would  enjoy  j  biigging,  for  example,  should  so  reduce  the  price 
a  state  nf  much    higher    prosperity  than  others.  '  as  to  discourage  and    put  down  the  home  manu- 
But  there  is  no  universal  legislation.     The  globe  \  facture,  he  would  secure  to  himself  the  monopoly 
is  divided  into  different  communities,  each  seeking  ;  of  the  supply.     And   now  having  the  exclusive 
to  appropriate  to  itself  all  the  advantages  it  can,  '  possession  of  the  market,  perhaps  for  a  long  term 
without   reference    to    the    prosperity  of    others.  |  of  years,  he  might  be  more  than  indemnified  for 
Whether  this  is  right  or  not,  it  has  always  been,  i  his  first  loss,  in  the  subsequent  rise  in  the  price  of 
and  ever  will  be,  the  case.     Perhaps  the  care  of    the  article.     What  have  we  not  seen   under  our 
the  interests  of  our  people  is  sufficient  for  all  the  '  own  eyes?     The  competition  for  the  transporta- 
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tion  of  the  mail,  between  this  place  and  Baltimore, 
so  excited,  that  to  obtain  it,  an  individual  offered, 
at  great  loss,  to  carry  it  a  whole  year  for  one  dol- 
lar !  His  calculation,  no  doubt,  was,  that,  by 
driving  his  competitor  off  the  road,  and  securing 
to  himself  the  carriage  of  the  mail,  he  would  be 
afterwards  able  to  repair  his  original  loss  by  new 
contracts  with  the  department.  But  the  necessi- 
ties of  foreign  manufacturers,  without  imputing 
to  theni  any  sinister  design,  may  oblige  them  to 
throw  into  our  markets  the  fabrics  which  have 
accumulated  on  their  hands,  in  consequence  of 
obstruction  in  the  ordinary  vents,  or  from  over- 
calculation  ;  and  the  forced  sales,  at  losing  prices, 
may  prostrate  our  establishments.  From  this 
view  of  the  subject,  it  follows  that,  if  we  would 
place  the  industry  of  our  country  upon  a  solid  and 
unshakable  foundation,  we  must  adopt  the  pro- 
tecting policv,  which  has  every  where  succeeded, 
and  reject  that  which  would  abandon  it,  which 
has  every  where  failed. 

8.  But  if  the  policy  of  protection  be  wise,  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  (.Mr.  Barbour)  has 
made  some  ingenious  calculations  to  prove  that 
the  measure  of  protection,  already  extended,  has 
been  sufficiently  great.  With  some  few  excep- 
tions, the  existing  duties,  of  which  he  has  made 
an  estimate,  were  laid  with  the  object  of  revenue, 
and  without  reference  to  that  of  encouragement 
to  our  domestic  industry  ;  and,  although  n  is  ad- 
mitted that  the  incidental  effect  of  duties,  so  laid, 
is  to  promote  manufactures,  yet,  if  it  falls  short  of 
competent  protection,  the  duties  might  as  well 
not  have  been  imposed  with  reference  to  that  pur- 
pose. A  moderate  addition  may  accomplish  this 
desirable  end ;  and  the  proposed  tariff  is  believed 
to  have  this  character. 

9.  The  prohibitory  policy,  it  is  confidently  as- 
serted, is  condemned  by  the  wisdom  of  Europe, 
and  by  her  most  enlightened  statesmen.  Is  this 
the  fact  ?  We  call  upon  gentlemen  to  show,  in 
what  instance  a  nation,  that  has  enioyed  its  bene- 
fits, has  surrendered  it.  (Here  Mr.  Barbolr  rose, 
Mr.  Clay  giving  way,and  said,  that  England  had 
departed  from  it  in  the  China  trade,  in  allowing  us 
to  trade  with  her  East  India  possessions,  and  in 
tolerating  our  navigation  to  her  West  India  col- 
onies.] With  respect  to  the  trade  to  China,  the 
whole  amount  of  what  England  has  done  is  to 
modify  the  monopoly  of  the  East  India  Company 
in  behalf  of  one  and  a  small  part  of  her  subjects, 
to  increase  the  commerce  of  another,  and  the 
greater  portion  of  them.  The  abolition  of  the  re- 
striction, therefore,  operates  altogether  among  the 
subjects  of  England,  and  does  not  touch  at  all  the 
interests  of  foreign  Powers.  The  toleration  of 
our  commerce  to  British  India  is  for  the  sake  of 
the  specie,  with  which  we  mainly  carry  on  that 
commerce,  and  which,  having  performed  its  cir- 
cuit, returns  to  Great  Britain  in  exchange  for 
British  manufactures.  The  relaxation  from  the 
colonial  policy,  in  the  instance  of  our  trade  and 
navigation  with  the  West  Indies,  is  a  most  unfor- 
tunate example  for  the  honorable  gentleman  ;  for, 
it  is  an  illustrious  proof  of  the  success  of  our  re 


Britain    had  prescribed  the  terms  on  which  we 
were   to  be  graciously  allowed   to  carry  on   that 
trade.     The  effect  of  her  regulations  was,  to  ex- 
clude our  navigation  altogether,  and  a  complete 
monopoly,  on  the  part  of  the  British  navigation, 
was  secured.     We   forbade  it,  unless  our  vessels 
should  be   allowed  a  perfect  reciprocity.     Great 
Britain  stood  out  a  long  time  ;  but  finally  yielded, 
and  our   navigation   now  fairly  shares  with  hers 
in    the  trade.     Have  gentlemen   no  other  to  ex- 
hibit than  these  trifling  relaxations  from  the  pro- 
hibitory policy,  which  do  not  amount  to  a  drop 
in  the  bucket,  to  prove  its  abandonment  by  Great 
Britain  ?     Let  them  show  us  that  her  laws  are 
repealed  which  prohibit   the  introduction  of  our 
flour  and  provisions  ;  of  French  silks,  laces,  por- 
celain, manufactures  of  bronze,  mirrors,  woollens; 
and  of  the  manufactures  of  all  other  nations  ;  and 
then  we  may  be  ready  to  allow,  Great  Britain  has 
really  abolished  her  prohibitory  policy.     We  find 
there,  on  the  contrary,  that  system  of  policy  ia 
full  and  vigorous  operation,  and  a  most  curiously 
interwoven  system  it  is,  as  she  enforces  it.     She 
begins  by  protecting  all  parts  of  her  immense  do- 
minions against  foreign  nations.     She  then  pro- 
tects the  parent  country  against  the  colonies ;  and, 
finally,  one  part  of  the  parent  country  against 
another.     The  sagacity  of  Scotch  industry  has 
carried  the  process  of  distillation   to  a  perfection 
which  would  place  the  art  in  England  on  a  foot- 
ing  of  disadvantageous  competition,    and    Eng- 
lish   distillation  has  been  protected  accordingly. 
But,  suppose  it  were  even  true   that  Great  Brit- 
ain had  abolished  all  restrictions  upon  trade,  and 
allowed  the  freest  introduction  of  the  produce  of 
foreign  labor,  would  that  prove  it  unwise  for  us 
to  adopt   the  protecting  system?     The  object  of 
protection  is  the  establishment  and  perfection  of 
the  arts.     In   England,  it  has  accomplished  its 
purpose,  fulfilled  its  end.     If  she  has  not  carried 
every  branch  of  manufacture  to  the  same  high 
state  of  perfection   that  any  other  nation  has,  she 
has  succeeded  in  so  many  that  she  may  safely 
challenge  the  most  unshackled  competition  in  ex- 
changes.    It  is  upon  this  very  ground  that  many 
oi  her  writers  recommend  an  abandonment  of  the 
prohibitory  system.     It  is  to  give  greater  scope  to 
British  industry  and  enterprise.     It  is  upon  the 
same  selfish   principle.     The  object  of  the  most 
perfect  freedom  of  trade,  with  such  a  nation  as 
Britain,  and  of  the  most  rigorous  system  of  prohi- 
bition, with  a  nation  whose  arts  are  in  their  in- 
fancy, may  both  be  precisely  the  same.     In  both 
cases,  it  is  to  give  greater  expansion  to  native  in- 
dustry.    They  only  differ  in  the  theatres  of  their 
operation.     The  abolition  of  the  restrictive  sys- 
tem, by  Britain,  if  by  it  she  could  prevail  upon 
other  nations  to  imitate  her  example,  would  have 
the  effect  of  extending  the  consumption  of  British 
produce   in   other  countries,   where,  her  writers 
boldly  affirm,  it  could  maintain  a  fearless  conipe- 
titian   with    the   produce  of  native  labor.     The 
adoption  of  the  restrictive  system,  on  the  part  of 
the  United   States,  by  excluding  the  produce  of 
foreign   labor,  would   extend   the  consumption  of 


atricuve  policy,  when  resolutely  adhered  to.   Great  I  American  produce,  unable,  in  the  infancy  and  un 


1991 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1992 


,  J 


I'  1 


if 


H.  or  R. 


The  Tariff  BUI. 


March,  1824^ 


protected  state  of  the  arts,  to  sustain  a  competition 
with  foreign  fabrics.  Let  our  arts  breathe  under 
the  shade  of  protection  ;  let  them  be  perfected  as 
they  are  in  England,  and  we  shall  then  be  ready, 
as  England  now  is  said  to  be,  to  put  aside  protec- 
tion, and  to  enter  upon  the  freest  exchanges. 
To  what  other  cause,  than  to  their  whole  pro- 
hibitory policy,  can  you  ascribe  British  prosper- 
ity ?  It  will  not  do  to  asfign  it  to  that  of  her  an- 
tiquity;  for  France  is  no  less  ancient,  though 
much  less  rich  and  powerful,  in  proportion  to  the 
population  and  natural  advantages  of  France. 
Hallam,  a  sensible  and  highly  approved  writer  on 
the  Middle  Ages,  assigns  the  revival  of  the  pros- 
perity of  the  North  of  Europe  to  the  success  of  the 
woollen  manufactories  of  Flanders,  and  the  com- 
merce of  which  their  fabrics  became  the  subject ; 
and  the  commencement  of  that  of  Englani^,  to  the 
establishmentof  similar  manufactures  there,  under 
the  Edwards,  and  to  the  prohibitions  which  began 
about  the  same  time.  As  to  the  poor  rates,  the 
theme  of  so  much  reproach,  without  England,  and 
of  so  much  regret  within  it,  among  her  specula- 
tive writers,  the  system  was  a  strong  proof,  no  less 
of  her  unbounded  wealth,  than  of  her  pauperism. 
What  other  nation  can  dispense,  in  the  form  of 
regulated  charity,  the  enormous  sum,  I  believe,  of 
ten  or  twelve  millions  sterling  ! 

[Mr.  Barbour  stated,  it  was  reduced  to  six  ;  to 
which  Mr.  Clay  replied,  that  he  entertained  no 
doubt  but  that  the  benign  operation  of  British 
protection  of  home  industry  had  greatlv  reduced 
It,  within  the  last  few  years,  by  the  full  emplu^^- 
ment  of  her  subjects,  of  which  her  liourishing 
trade  bore  evidence.! 

The  number  of  British  paupers  was  the  result 
of  pressing  the  principle  of  population  to  its  ut- 
most limits,  by  her  protecting  policy,  in  the  crea- 
tion of  wealth,  and  in  placing  the  rest  of  the  world 
under  tribute  to  her  industry.  Doubtless,  the  con- 
dition of  England  would  be  better  without  pau- 
pers, if,  in  other  respects,  it  remained  the  same. 
But,  in  her  actual  circumstances,  the  poor  system 
has  the  salutary  effect  of  an  equalizing  corrective 
of  the  tendency  to  the  concentration  of  riches, 
produced  by  the  genius  of  her  political  institutions, 
and  by  her  prohibitory  system. 

But,  is  it  true  that  England  is  convinced  of  the 
impolicy  of  the  prohibitory  system,  and  desirous 
to  abandon  it  ?  What  proof  have  we  to  that  ef- 
fect ?  We  are  a^ked  to  reject  the  evidence,  dedu- 
cible  from  the  settled  and  steady  practice  of  Eng- 
land, and  to  take  lessons  in  a  school  of  philoso- 
phical writers,  whose  visionary  theories  are  no 
where  adopted  ;  or,  if  adopted,  bring  with  them 
inevitable  di>iress,  impoverishment,  and  ruin.  Let 
us  hear  the  testimony  of  an  illustrious  personage, 
entitled  to  the  greatest  attention,  because  he  speaks 
after  a  full  experiment  of  the  unrestriciive  system, 
made  in  his  own  empire.  I  hope  I  shall  give  no 
offence  in  quoting  from  a  publication  issued  from 
"  the  Mint  of  Philadelphia  ;"  from  a  work  of  Mr. 
Carey,  of  whom  I  sicze,  with  great  pleasure,  the 
occasion  to  say,  that  he  merits  the  public  grati- 
tude, for  the  disinterested  diligence  with  which 
he  has  collected  a  large  mass  of  highly  useful 


facts,  and  for  the  clear  and  convineioff  reasoning 
with  which  he  generally  illustrates  them.  The 
Emperor  of  Russia,  in  March,  1822,  after  about 
two  years'  trial  of  the  free  system,  says,  through 
Count  Nesselrode : 

"  To  produce  happy  effects,  the  principles  of  com- 
mercial freedom  must  be  generally  adopted.  The 
State  which  adopts,  wbiUt  others  reject  them,  mutt 
condemn  its  own  industry  and  commerce  to  pay  a  ru- 
inous tril>ute  to  those  of  other  nations." 

"  From  a  circulation  exempt  from  restraint,  and  the 
facility  atforded  by  reciprocal  exchanges,  almost  all 
the  (iovsroments  at  6rst  resolved  to  seek  the  means 
of  repairing  the  evil  which  Europe  had  been  doomed 
to  suffer  ;  but  experience  and  more  correct  calcula- 
tions, because  they  were  made  from  certain  data,  and 
upon  the  results,  already  known,  of  the  peace  that  had 
just  taken  place,  forced  them  soon  to  adhere  to  the 
prohibitory  system. 

'*  England  pret^erTed  hers.  Austria  remained  faith- 
ful to  the  rule  she  had  laid  down,  to  guard  herself 
against  the  rivalsbip  of  foreign  industry.  France, 
with  the  same  views,  adopted  the  most  rigoroos  mea- 
sures of  precaution.  And  I'ruasia  published  a  new 
tariff  in  October  last,  which  proves  that  she  found  it 
impossible  not  to  follow  the  example  of  the  rest  of 
Europe." 

*'  In  proportion  as  the  prohibitory  system  is  extend- 
ed and  rendered  perfect  in  other  countries,  that  Htate 
which  puritueM  a  contrary  system,  makes,  from  day  to 
day,  sacritjces  more  extensive  and  more  considerable. 
*  *  *  It  offers  a  continual  encouragement  to  the 
manufactures  of  other  countries  ;  and  its  own  manu- 
iactures  perish  in  the  struggle  which  they  are,  as  yet, 
unable  to  maintain. 

"  It  is  with  the  most  lively  feelings  of  regret  we  ac> 
knowledge  it  is  our  own  proper  experience  which  en- 
ables  us  to  trace  this  picture.  The  evils  which  it 
details  have  been  realized  in  Russia  and  Poland,  since 
the  conclusion  of  the  act  of  the  7-19  December,  1818. 
Agriculture  without  a  market,  industry  without  pro« 
tection,  languish  and  decline.  Specie  is  exported, 
and  the  most  solid  commercial  houses  are  shaken. 
The  public  prosperity  would  soon  feel  the  wound  in> 
flicted  on  private  fortunes,  if  new  regulations  did  not 
promptly  change  the  actual  state  of  affairs." 

"  EvenUi  have  proved  that  our  agriculture  and  our 
commerce,  as  well  as  our  manufacturing  industry, 
are  not  only  paralyzed,  but  brought  to  the  brink  of 
ruin." 

The  example  of  Spain  has  been  properly  refer- 
red to,  as  affording  a  striking  proof  of  the  calam- 
ities which  attend  a  State  that  abandons  the  care 
of  Its  own  internal  industry.  Her  prosperity  was 
greatest  when  the  arts,  brought  there  by  the 
Moors,  flourished  most  in  that  Kingdom.  Then 
she  received  from  England  her  wool,  and  returned 
it  in  the  manufactured  state;  and  then  England 
was  least  prosperous.  The  two  nations  have  re- 
versed conditions.  Spain,  after  the  discovery  of 
America,  yielding  to  an  inordinate  passion  for  the 
gold  of  the  Indies,  sought  in  their  mines  that 
wealth  which  might  have  been  better  created  at 
home.  Can  the  remarkable  di^erence  in  the  state 
of  the  prosperity  of  the  two  countries  be  otherwise 
explained  than  by  the  opposite  systems  which 
they  pursued?  England,  by  a  sedulous  attention 
to  her  home  industry,  supplied  the  means  of  an 
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advantageous  commerce  with  her  colonies.  Spain, 
by  an  utter  neglect  of  her  domestic  resources,  con- 
fided altogether  in  those  which  she  derived  from 
her  colonies,  and  presents  an  instanceof  the  great- 
est adversity.  Her  colonies  were  infinitely  more 
valuable  than  those  of  England;  and  if  she  had 
adopted  a  similar  policy,  is  it  unreasonable  to  sup- 
pose that,  in  wealth  and  power,  she  would  have 
.surpassed  that  of  England?  I  think  the  honora- 
ble gentleman  from  Virginia  does  great  injustice 
to  the  Catholic  religion,  in  specifying  that  as  one 
of  the  leading  causes  of  the  decline  of  Spain.  It 
is  a  religion  entitled  to  great  respect ;  and  there 
is  nothing  in  iti>  character  incompatible  with  the 
highest  degree  of  national  prosperity.  Is  not 
France,  the  most  polished,  and  in  many  other  re- 
spects the  most  distinguished  Slate  ot  Christen- 
dom, Catholic?  Is  not  Flanders,  the  most  popu- 
lous part  of  Europe,  also  Catholic?  Are  the 
Catholic  parts  of  Switzerland  and  of  Germany 
less  prosperous  than  those  which  are  Protestant  ? 
10.  The  next  objection  of  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  which  I  shall  briefly  notice, 
is,  that  the  manufacturing  system  is  adverse  to 
the  genius  of  our  Government,  in  its  tendency  to 
,  the  accumulation  of  large  capitals  in  a  few  hands  ; 
in  the  corruption  of  the  public  morals,  which  is 
alleged  to  be  incident  to  it ;  and  in  the  consequent 
danger  to  the  public  liberty.  The  first  part  of 
the  objection  would  apply  to  every  lucrative  bu- 
siness— to  commerce,  to  planting,  and  to  the 
learned  professions.  Would  the  gentleman  intro- 
duce the  system  of  Lycurgus?  If  his  principle 
be  correct,  it  should  be  extended  to  any  and  every 
vocation  which  had  a  similar  tendency.  The 
enormous  fortunes  in  our  country — the  nabobs  of 
the  land — have  been  chiefly  maue  by  the  proflta- 
ble  pursuit  of  that  foreign  commerce,  in  more 
propitious  times,  which  the  honorable  gentleman 
would  so  carefully  cherish.  Immense  estates  have 
also  been  made  in  the  South.  The  dependants 
are,  perhaps,  not  more  numerous  upon  that  wealth 
which  is  accumulated  in  manufactures,  than  they 
are  upon  that  which  is  acquired  by  commerce 
and  by  agriculture.  We  may  safely  confide  in 
the  laws  of  distributions,  and  in  the  aosence  of  the 
rule  of  primogeniture,  for  the  dissipation  (perhaps 
too  rapid)  of  large  fortunes.  What  has  become 
of  those  which  were  held  two  or  three  genera- 
tions back  in  Virginia  ?  Many  of  the  descendants 
of  the  ancient  aristocracy  (as  it  was  called)  of 
that  State,  are  now  in  the  most  indigent  condi- 
tion. The  best  security  against  the  demoraliza- 
tion of  society  is  the  constant  and  profitable  em- 
ployment of  its  members.  The  greatest  danger  to 
public  liberty  is  from  idleness  and  vice.  If  man- 
ufactures form  cities,  so  does  commerce.  And  the 
disorders  and  violence  which  proceed  from  the 
contagion  of  the  passions  are  as  frequent  in  one 
description  of  those  communities  as  in  the  other. 
There  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  yeomanry  of  a 
country  is  the  safest  depository  of  public  liberty.  In 
all  time  to  come,  and  under  any  probable  direc- 
tion of  the  labor  of  our  population,  the  agricultu- 
ral class  must  be  much  the  most  numerous  and 
powerful,  and  will   ever   retain  (as  it   ought  to 


retain)  a  preponderating  influence  in  our  councils. 
The  extent  and  the  fertility  of  our  lands  consti- 
tute an  adequate  security  against  an  excess  in 
manufactures;  and  also  against  oppression  on  the 
part  of  capitalists  towards  the  laboring  portions 
of  the  community. 

11.  The  last  objection,  with  a  notice  of  which 
I  shall  trouble  the  Committee,  is,  that  the  Consti- 
tution does  not  authorize  the  passage  of  the  bill. 
The  gentleman  from  Virginia  does  not  assert, 
indeed,  that  it  is  inconsistent  with  the  express  pro- 
visions of  that  instrument,  but  he  thinks  it  incom- 
patible with  the  spirit  of  the  Con-stitution.  If  we 
attempt  to  provide  for  the  internal  improvement 
of  the  country,  the  Constitution,  according  to  some 
gentlemen,  stands  in  our  way.  If  we  attempt  to 
protect  American  industry  against  foreign  policy 
and  the  rivalry  of  foreign  industry,  the  Constitu- 
tion presents  an  insuperable  obstacle.'  This  Con- 
stitution must  be  a  most  singular  instrument ! 
It  seems  to  be  made  for  any  other  people  than  our 
own.  Its  action  is  altogether  foreign.  Congress 
has  power  to  lay  duties  and  imposts,  under  no 
other  limitation  whatever  than  that  of  their  being 
uniform  throughout  the  United  States.  But  they 
can  only  be  imposed,  according  to  the  honorable 
gentleman,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  revenue.  This 
is  a  restriction  which  we  do  not  find  in  the  Con- 
stitution. No  doubt  revenue  was  a  principal 
object  with  the  framers  of  the  Constitution,  in 
investing  Congress  with  the  power;  but,  in  exe- 
cuting it,  may  not  the  duties  and  imposts  be  so 
laid  as  to  secure  domestic  interests  ?  Or,  is  Con- 
gress denied  all  discretion  as  to  the  amount  or  the 
distribution  of  the  duties  and  imposts? 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  has,  however, 
entirely  mistaken  the  clause  of  the  Constitution 
on  which  we  rely.  It  is  that  which  gives  to  Con- 
'  gress  the  power  to  regulate  commerce  with  foreign 
I  nations.  The  grant  is  plenary,  without  any  limi- 
I  tation  whatever,  and  includes  the  whole  power  of 
regulation,  of  which  the  subject  to  be  regulated  is 
I  susceptible.  It  is  as  full  and  complete  a  grant  of 
the  power,  as  that  is  to  declare  war.  What  is  a 
regulation  of  commerce  ?  It  implies  the  admis- 
sion or  exclusion  of  the  objects  of  it,  and  the  terms. 
Under  this  power,  some  articles,  by  the  existing 
laws,  are  admitted  freely  ;  others  are  subjected  to 
duties  so  high  as  to  amount  to  their  prohibition; 
and  various  rates  of  duties  are  applied  to  others. 
Under  this  power,  laws  of  total  non-intercourse 
with  some  nations,  and  embargoes,  producing  an 
entire  cessation  of  commerce  with  all  foreign  coun- 
tries, have  been,  from  time  to  time,  passed.  These 
laws,  I  have  no  doubt,  met  with  the  entire  appro- 
bation of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia.  [Mr. 
Barbour  said  that  he  was  not  in  Congress.] 
Wherever  the  gentleman  was,  whether  on  his 
farm,  or  in  the  pursuit  of  that  profession  of  which 
he  is  an  ornament,  I  have  no  doubt  that  he  gave 
his  zealous  support  to  the  laws  referred  to. 

The  principle  of  the  system  under  considCTation 

has   the  sanction  of  some  of  the  best  and  wisest 

men  in  all  ages — in  foreign  countries  as  well  as 

j  in  our  own  :  ot  the  Edwards,  of  Henry  the  Great, 

I  of  Elizabeth,  of  the  Colberts,   abroad ;   of  our 
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Franklin,  Jefferson,  Madison,  Hamilton,  at  home. 
Bui  it  conies  recorAmended  to  us  by  a  higher  au- 
thority than  any  of  these,  illustrious  as  they  un- 
questionably are — by  the  master  spirit  of  the  age — 
that  extraordinary  man,  who  has  thrown  the 
Alexanders  and  the  Caesars  infinitely  farther  be- 
hind him  than  they  stood  in  advance  of  the  most 
eminent  of  their  predecessors — that  singular  man 
who,  whether  he  was  seated  on  his  imperial 
throne,  deciding  the  fate  of  nations,  and  allotting 
kingdoms  to  the  members  of  his  family,  with  the 
same  composure,  if  not  with  the  same  affection, 
as  that  with  which  a  Virginia  father  divides  his 
plantations  among  his  children,  or  on  the  mis- 
erable rock  of  St.  Helena,  to  which  he  was  con- 
demned by  the  cruelty  and  the  injustice  of  his 
unworthy  victors,  is  equally  an  object  of  the  most 
intense  admiration.  He  appears  to  have  compre- 
hended, with  the  rapidity  of  intuition,  the  true  in- 
terests of  a  State,  and  to  have  been  able,  by  the 
turn  of  a  single  expression,  to  develop  the  secret 
springs  of  the  policy  of  cabinets.  We  find  that 
Las  Casas  reports  him  to  have  said : 

"He  opposed  the  principles  of  economists,  which, 
he  said,  were  correct  in  theory,  though  erroneous  in 
their  application.  The  pohtical  constitution  of  dif- 
ferent States,  continued  he,  must  render  these  prin- 
ciples defective ;  local  circumstances  continually  call 
for  deviations  from  their  uniformity.  Duties,  he  said, 
which  were  so  severely  condemned  by  political  econo- 
mists, should  not,  it  is  true,  be  an  object  to  the  treas- 
ury ;  they  should  be  the  guarantee  and  protection  of 
a  nation,  and  should  correspond  with  the  nature  and 
the  objects  of  its  trade.  Holland,  which  is  destitute 
of  productions  and  manufactures,  and  which  has  a 
trade  only  of  transit  and  commission,  should  be  free 
of  all  fetters  and  barriers.  France,  on  the  contrary, 
which  is  rich  in  every  sort  of  production  and  manu- 
factures, should  incessantly  guard  against  the  impor- 
tations of  a  rival,  who  might  still  continue  superior  to 
her,  and  also  against  the  cupidity,  egotism,  and  indif. 
ference  of  mere  brokers. 

"I  have  not  fallen  into  the  error  of  modern  sys- 
tematiiers,"8aid  the  Emperor,  "who  imagine  that  all 
the  wisdom  of  nations  is  centered  in  themselves.  Ex- 
perience is  the  true  wisdom  of  nations.  And  what 
does  all  the  reasoning  of  economists  amount  to  T  They 
incessantly  extol  the  prosperity  of  England,  and  hold 
her  up  as  our  model ;  but  the  custom-house  system  is 
more  burdensome  and  arbitrary  in  England  than  in 
any  other  country.  They  also  condemn  prohibitions  ; 
yet  it  was  England  set  the  example  of  prohibitions; 
and  they  are,  in  fact,  necessary,  with  regard  to  cartain 
objecU.  Duties  cannot  adequately  supply  the  place 
of  prohibitions;  there  will  always  be  found  means  to 
defeat  the  object  of  the  legislator.  In  France  we  are 
■till  very  far  behind  on  these  delicate  points,  which 
are  still  unperceived  or  ill  understood  by  the  mass  of 
society.  Yet,  what  advancement  have  we  not  made?  ' 
"What  correctness  of  ideas  has  been  introduced  by  my  ' 
gradaal  classification  of  agriculture,  industry,  and  ' 
trade;  objects  so  distinct  in  themselves,  and  which 
present  so  great  and  positive  a  graduation  ! 

♦*  Ist.   Agriculture;  the  soul,  the  first  basis  of  the 
empire. 

"2d.   Industry;  the  comfort  and  happiness  of  the 
population. 

"3d.    Foreign    trade;    the    superabundance,    the 


proper  application  of  the  surplus  of  agriculture  and 
industry. 

"  Agriculture  was  continually  improving  during  the 
whole  course  of  the  revolution.     Foreigners  thought 
it  ruined  in  France.     In  1814,  however,  the  English 
were  compelled  to  admit  that  we  had  little  or  nothing 
to  learn  from  them. 
j       '*  Industry   or    manufactures,    and    internal    trade, 
made  immense  progress  during  my  reign.     The  ap- 
plication  of  chemistry   to   the   manufactures   caused 
them   to   advance  with  giant  strides.     I  gave  an  im- 
\  pulse,  the  effects  of  which  extended  throughout  Eu- 
1  rope. 

I  "  Foreign  trade,  which,  in  its  rekulU,  is  infinitely 
'  inferior  to  agriculture,  was  an  object  of  subordinate 
importance  in  my  mind.  Foreign  trade  is  made  for 
agriculture  and  home  industry,  and  not  the  two  latter 
for  the  former.  The  interests  of  these  three  funda- 
mental cases  are  diverging  and  frequently  conflicting. 
I  always  promoted  them  in  their  natural  gradation  ; 
but  I  could  not  and  ought  not  to  have  ranked  them 
all  on  an  equality.  Time  will  unfold  what  I  have 
done,  the  national  resources  which  I  created,  and  the 
emancipation  from  the  English,  which  I  brought  about. 
We  have  now  the  secret  of  the  commercial  treaty  of 
1783.  France  still  exclaims  against  its  author  ;  but 
the  English  demanded  it  on  pain  of  resuming  the  war. 
They  wished  to  do  the  same  after  the  Treaty  of 
Amiens;  but  I  was  then  all  powerful  ;  I  was  a  hun- 
dred cubits  high.  I  replied,  that  if  they  were  in  pos- 
session of  the  heights  of  Montmartre,  I  would  still  re- 
fuse to  sign  the  treaty.  These  words  were  echoed 
through  Europe. 

•'  The  English  will  now  impose  some  such  treaty 
on  France,  at  least  if  popular  clamor,  and  the  opposi* 
tion  of  the  mass  of  the  nation,  do  not  force  them  to 
draw  back.  This  thraldom  would  be  an  additonial 
disgrace  in  the  eyes  of  that  nation,  which  \i  now  be- 
ginning to  acquire  a  just  perception  of  her  own  in- 
terests. 

*'  When  I  came  to  the  head  of  the  Government,  th« 
American  ships,  which  were  permitted  to  enter  our 
ports  on  the  score  of  their  neutrality,  brought  us  raw 
materials,  and  had  the  impudence  to  sail  from  France 
without  freight,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  in  cargoes 
of  English  goods  in  London.  They  moreover  had  the 
insolence  to  make  their  payments,  when  they  bad  any 
to  make,  by  giving  bills  on  persons  in  London. 
Hence  the  vast  profits  reaped  by  the  English  manu- 
facturers and  brokers,  entirely  to  our  prejudice.  I 
made  a  law  that  no  American  should  i.mport  goods  to 
any  amount  without  immediately  exporting  their  ex- 
act equivalent.  A  loud  outcry  was  raised  against 
this:  it  was  said  that  I  had  ruined  trade.  But  what 
was  the  consequence?  Notwithstanding  the  cloning 
of  my  ports,  and  in  spite  of  the  English,  who  ruled 
the  seas,  the  Americans  returned  and  submitted  to 
my  regulations?  What  might  I  not  have  done  under 
more  favorable  circumstances? 

"Thus  I  naturalized  in  France  the  manufacture  of 
cotton,  which  includes: — 

"lit.  Spun-cotton —y\ e  did  not  previously  spin  it 
ourselves;  the  English  supplied  u«  with  it  as  a  sort  of 
favor. 

"2d.  The  web.— We  did  not  yet  make  it;  it  came 
to  us  from  abroad. 

"3d.  The  printing. — This  was  the  only  part  of  the 
manufacture  that  we  performed  ourselves.  I  wished 
to  naturalize  the  two  first  branches;  and  I  proposed  to 
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the  Council  of  State  that  their  importation  should  be  |  would  be  done  if  it  were  separated  and  indepen- 
prohibited.  This  excited  great  alarm.  I  sent  for  |  dent,  but  something ;  and,  in  devising  the  raeas- 
Oberkamp,  and  conversed  with  hira  a  long  time.  I  ure,  the  good  of  each  part  and  of  the  whole  should 
learned  from  him  that  this  prohibition  would  doubtless  |  be  carefully  consulted.  Thi.s  is  the  only  mode  by 
produce  a  shock,  but  that,  after  a  year  or  two  of  per- !  ^hich  We  can  preserve,  in  full  vigor,  the  harmony 
aeverance,  it  would  prove  a  triumph,  whence  we  should  |  „f  j^e  whole  Union.  The  South  entertains  one 
derive  immense  advantages,  i  hen  1  issued  my  de- 
cree in  spite  of  all;  this  was  a  true  piece  of  states- 
manship. 

"I  at  first  confined  myself  merely  to  prohibiting  the 


opinion,  and  imagines  that  a  modification  oi  the 
existing  policy  of  the  country,  for  the  protection 
of  American  industry,  involves  the  ruin  of  the 
South.  The  North,  the  East,  the  West,  hold 
the  opposite  opinion,  and  feel,  and  contemplate, 
in  a  longer  adherence  to  the  foreign  policy,  as 
it  now  exists,  their  utter  destruction.  Is  it  true 
that  the  interests  of  these  great  sections  of  our 
country  are  irreconcilable  with  each  other?  Are 
we  reduced  to   the  sad   and   afflicting   dilemma 


web;  then  I  extended  the  prohibition  to  spun  cotton  ; 
and  we  now  possess  within  ourselves  the  three  branch- 
es of  the  cotton  manufacture,  to  the  great  benefit  of, 
our  population,  and  the  injury  and  regret  of  the  Eng-  j 
lish — which  proves  that  in  civil  government,  as  well  as  i 
in  war,  decision  of  character  is  often  indispensable  to  i 
success.  I 

I  would  trouble  the  Committee  with  only  one  '  of  determining  which  shall  fall  a  victim  to  the 
other  quotation,  which  I  shall  make  from  Lowe,  \  prosperity  of  the  other?  Happily,  I  think,  there 
and  from  hearing  which  the  Committee  must  |  is  no  such  distressing  alternative.  If  the  North, 
share  with  me  in  the  mortification  which  I  felt  on  !  the  West,  and  the  East,  formed  an  independent 
perusing  it.  That  author  says :  "  It  is  now  above  |  State,  unassociated  with  the  South,  can  there  be 
'  forty  years  since  the  United  States  of  America  |  a  doubt  that  the  restrictive  system  would  be  car- 
'  were  definitively  separated  from  us,  and  since  I  ried  to  the  point  of  prohibition  of  every  foreign 
'  their  situation  has  afforded  a  proof  that  the  bene-  \  fabric  of  which  they  produce  the  raw  material, 
'  fit  of  mercantile  intercourse  may  be  retained,  in  '  and  which  they  could  manufacture?  Such  would 
'  all  its  extent,  without  the  care  of  governing,  or  j  be  their  policy,  if  they  stood  alone;  but  they  are, 
'  the  expense  of  defending,  these  once  regretted  fortunately,  connected  with  the  South,  which  be- 
'  provinces."  Is  there  not  too  much  truth  in  this  ]  lieves  its  interest  to  require  a  free  admission  of 
observation?  By  adhering  to  the  foreign  |K)licy,  !  foreign  manufactures.  Here,  then,  is  a  case  for 
which  I  have  been  discussing,  do  we  not  remain  !  mutual  concession,  for  fair  compromise.  The  bill 
essentially  British,  in  every  thing  but  the  form  of  j  under  consideration  presents  this  compromise.  It 
our  Government  ?  Are  not  our  interests,  our  m- !  is  a  medium  between  the  absolute  exclusion  and 
dustry,  our  commerce,  so  modified  as  to  swell  the  unrestricted  admission  of  the  produce  of  for- 
British  pride,  and  to  increase  British  power?  eign  industry.     It  sacrifices  the  interest  of  neither 

Mr.  Chairman  our  Confederacy  comprehends    section   to  that  of  the  other;  neither,  it  is  true, 
within  its  vast  limits  great  diversity  of  interests — '  gets  all  that  it  wants,  nor  is  subject  to  all  that 


agricultural,  planting,  farming,  commercial,  navi- 
gating, fishing,  manufacturing.     No  one  of  these 


it  fears.     But  it  has  been  said  that  the  South  ob- 
tains nothing  in  this  compromise.     Does  it  lose 


interests  is  felt  in  the  same  degree,  and  cherished  !  any  thing  ?  is  the  first  question.  I  have  endeav- 
with  the  same  solicitude,  through  all  parts  of  the  '  ored  to  prove  that  it  does  not,  by  showing  that  a 
Union.  Some  of  them  are  peculiar  to  particular  I  mere  transfer  is  efl'ected  in  the  source  of  the  sup- 
sections  of  our  common  country.  But  all  these  •  ply  of  its  consumption  from  Europe  to  America; 
great  interests  are  confided  to  the  protection  of  one  I  and  that  the  loss,  whatever  it  may  be,  of  the  sale 
Government — to  the  fate  of  one  ship  ;  and  a  most  ;  of  its  great  staple  in  Europe,  is  compensated  by 
gallant  ship  it  is,  with  a  noble  crew.  If  we  pros-  i  the  new  market  created  in  America.  But  does 
per,  and  are  happy,  protection  must  be  extended  i  the  South  really  gain  nothing  in  this  compro- 
to  all — it  is  due  to  all.  It  is  the  great*principle  on  I  mise  ?  The  consumption  of  the  other  sections, 
which  obedience  is  demanded  from  all.  If  our  I  though  somewhat  restricted,  is  still  left  open,  by 
essential  interests  cannot  find  protection  from  our  this  bill,  to  foreign  fabrics  purchased  by  Southera 
own  Government  against  the  policy  of  foreign  j  staples.  So  far  its  operation  is  beneficial  to  the 
Powers,  where  are  they  to  gel  it?  We  did  not  '  South,  and  prejudicial  to  the  industry  of  the  other 
unite  lor  sacrifice,  but  for  preservation.  The  in-  !  sections,  and  that  is  the  point  of  mutual  conces- 
quiry  should  be,  in  reference  to  the  great  interests  !  sion.  The  South  will  also  gain  by  the  extended 
of  every  section  of  the  Union,  (I  speak  not  of  j  consumption  of  its  great  staple,  produced  by  an 
minute  subdivisions,)  What  would  be  done  for  creased  capacity  to  consume  it,  in  consequence  of 
those  interests  if  that  section  stood  alone  and  sep-  the  establishment  of  the  home  market.  But  the 
arated  from  the  residue  of  the  Republic  ?  If  the  '  South  cannot  exert  its  industry  and  enterprise  in 
promotion  of  those  interests  would  not  injuriously  '  the  business  of  manufactures.  Why  not?  The 
affect  any  other  section,  then  every  thing  should  j  difficulties,  if  not  exaggerated,  are  artificial,  and 
be  done  for  them  which  would  be  done  if  it  formed    may,  therefore,  be  surmounted.     But  can  the  other 


a  distinct  Government.  If  they  come  into  abso- 
lute collision  with  the  interests  of  another  section, 
a  reconciliation,  if  possible,  should  be  attempted, 
by  mutual  concession,  so  as  to  avoid  a  sacrifice  of 
the  prosperity  of  either  to  that  of  the  other.  In 
such  a  case,  alt  should  not  be  done  for  one,  which 


sections  ernbark  in  the  planting  occupations  of  the 
South  ?  The  obstructions  which  forbid  them  are 
natural,  created  by  the  immutable  laws  of  God, 
and  therefore  unconquerable. 

Other  and  animating  considerations  invite  us  to 
adopt  the  policy  of  this  system.     Its  importance, 
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in  coDDexion  with  the  general  defence  in  lime  of 
war,  cannot  fail  to   be  duly  estimated.     Need  I 
recall  to  our  painful  recollection  the  sufferings, 
for  the  want  of  an  adequate  supply  of  absolute  ne- 
cessaries, to  which  the  defenders  of  their  country's 
rights  and   our   entire  population  were  subjected 
during  the  late  war?     Or  to  remind  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  great   advantages  of  a  steady  and  un- 
failing source  of  supply,  unaffected  alike   in  war 
and  in  peace  ?     Its  importance,  in  reference  to  the 
stability  of  our  Union,  that  paramount  and  great- 
est of  all  our  interests,  cannot  fail  warmly  to  re- 
commend it,  or  at  least-to  conciliate  the  forbear- 
ance of  every   patriot '1)osom.     Now  our  people 
present  the  spectacle  of  a  vast  assemblage  of  jeal- 
ous rivals,  all  eagtrly  rushing  to   the  sea  board, 
jostling  each  other   in   their  way,  to  hurry  off  to 
glutted  foreign  markets  the  perishable  produce  of 
their  labor.     The  tendency  of  that  policy,  in  con- 
formity to  which  this  bill  is  prepared,  is  to  trans- 
form these  competitors   into   friends  and  mutual 
customers  ;  and,   by  the  reciprocal  exchanges  of 
their  respective  productions,  to  place  the  Confed- 
eracy upon  the  most  solid  of  all   foundations,  the 
basis  of  common  interest.     And   is  not  Govern- 
ment called  upon,  by  every  stimulating  motive,  to 
adapt  its  policy  to  the  actual  condition  and  ex- 
tended growth  of  our  great  Republic  1     At  the 
commencement  of  our  Constitution,  almost  the 
whole  population  of  the  United   States  was  con- 
fined between   the  Alleghany  Mountains  and  the 
Atlantic  Ocean.     Since   that   epoch,  the  western 
part  of  New  York,  of  Pennsylvania,  of  Virginia, 
all  the  western   Slates  and   territories,  have  been 
principally  peopled.     Prior  to  that  period  we  had 
scarcely  any  interior.     An  interior  has  sprung  up, 
as  it  were,  by  enchantment,  and  along  with  it 
new  interests  and    new  relations,   requiring   the 
parental  protection   of  Government.     Our  policy 
should  be  modified  accordingly,  so  as  to  compre- 
hend all,  and  sacrifice  none.     And  are  we  not 
encouraged  by  the  success  of  past  experience,  in 
respect   to  the  only  article  which  has   been  ade- 
quately protected  1     Already  have  the  predictions 
of  the  friends  of  the  American  system,  in  even  a 
shorter  time  than  their  most  sanguine  hopes  could 
have  anticipated,  been  completely  realized   in  re- 

gard  to  that  article  ;  and  the  consumption  is  now 
elter  and  cheaper  supplied  with  coarse  cottons, 
than  it  was  under  the  prevalence  of  the  foreign 
system. 

Even  if  the  benefit  of  the  policy  were  limited  to 
certain  sections  of  our  country,  would  it  not  be 
satisfactory  to  behold  American  industry,  wherever 
situated,  active,  animated,  and  thrifty,  rather  than 
persevere  in  a  course  which  renders  us  subservi- 
ent to  foreign  industry?  But  these  benefits  are 
two-fold,  direct,  and  collateral,  and  in  the  one 
shape  or  the  other,  they  will  diffuse  themselves 
throughout  the  Union.  All  parts  of  the  Union 
will  participate,  more  or  less,  in  both.  As  to  the 
direct  benefit,  it  is  probable  that  the  North  and 
the  East  will  enjoy  the  largest  share.  But  the 
West  and  the  South  will  also  pariicipaje  in  them. 
Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  and  Richmond,  will  di- 
Tide  with  the  Northern  capitalists  the  business  of 


manufacturing.  The  latter  city  unites  more  ad- 
vantages for  its  successful  prosecution  than  any 
other  place  I  know,  Zanesville,  in  Ohio,  only  ex- 
cepted. And  where  the  direct  benefit  does  not  ac- 
crue, that  will  be  enjoyed  of  supplying  the  raw 
material  and  provisions  for  the  consumption  of  ar- 
tisans. Is  it  not  most  desirable  to  putat  restand  pre- 
vent the  annual  recurrence  of  this  unpleasant  sub- 
ject, so  well  fitted,  by  the  various  interests  to  which 
it  appeals,  to  excite  irritation  and  to  produce  dis- 
content? Can  that  be  effected  by  its  rejection  ? 
Behold  the  mass  of  petitions  which  lie  on  our 
table,  earnestly  and  anxiously  entreating  the  pro- 
tecting interposition  of  Congress  against  the  ruin- 
ous policy  which  we  are  pursuing.  Will  these 
petitioners,  comprehending  all  orders  of  society, 
entire  States  and  communities,  public  companies, 
and  private  individuals,  spontaneously  assembling, 
cease  in  their  humble  prayers  by  your  lending  a 
deaf  ear?  Can  you  expect  that  thejie  petitioners, 
and  others,  in  countless  numbers,  that  will,  if  you 
•  delay  the  pas^jage  of  this  bill,  supplicate  your 
'  mercy,  should  contemplate  their  substance  gradu- 
ally withdrawn  to  foreign  countries,  their  ruin 
slow,  but  certain,  and  as  inevitable  as  death  itself, 
without  one  expiring  tffort  ?  You  think  the  mea- 
sure injurious  to  you  ;  we  believe  our  preservation 
depends  upon  its  adoption.  Our  convictions,  mu- 
tually honest,  are  etjually  strong.  What  is  to  be 
done  ?  I  invoke  that  saving  spirit  of  mutual  con- 
cession under  which  our  blessed  Constitution  was 
formed,  and  under  which  alone  it  can  be  happily 
administered.      I    appeal    to    the    South — to    the 

high-minded,  generous,  and  patriotic  South with 

which  I  have  so  often  co-oj)erated,  in  attempting 
to  sustain  the  honor  and  to  vindicate  the  rights  of 
our  country.  Should  it  not  offer,  upon  the  altar 
of  the  public  good,  some  sacrifice  of  its  peculiar 
opinions?  Of  what  does  it  complain  ?  A  possi- 
ble temporary  enhancement  in  the  objects  ol  con- 
sumption. Of  what  do  we  complain?  A- total 
incapacity,  produced  by  the  foreign  policy,  to  pur- 
chase at  any  price,  necessary  foreign  objects  of  con- 
sumption. In  such  an  alternative,  inconvenient 
only  to  It,  ruinous  to  us,  can  we  expect  loo  much 
from  Southern  magnanimity  ?  The  just  and  con- 
fident expectation  of  the  pas.sage  of  this  bill  has 
Hooded  the  country  with  recent  importations  of 
foreign  fabrics.  It  it  should  not  pass,  ihey  will 
complete  the  work  of  destruction  of  our  domestic 
industry.  If  it  should  p^ss,  thev  will  prevent  any 
considerable  rise  in  the  price  of  foreign  commodi- 
ties, until  our  own  industry  shall  be  able  to  sup- 
ply competent  substitutes. 

To  the  friends  of  the  tariff  I  would  also  anx- 
iously appeal.  Every  arrangement  of  its  provi- 
sion does  not  suit  each  of  you ;  you  desire  some 
further  alterations;  you  would  make  it  perfect. 
You  want  what  you  will  never  get.  Nothing 
human  is  perfect.  And  I  have  seen,  with  great 
surprise,  a  piece  signed  by  a  member  of  Congress, 
published  in  the  "National  Intelligencer,''  slating 
that  this  bill  must  be  rejected,  and  a  judicious 
tariff  brought  in  as  its  substitute.  A  judicious 
tariff!  No  member  of  Congress  could  have  signed 
that  piece ;  or,  if  he  did,  the  public  ought  not  to 
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be  deceived.  If  this  bill  do  not  pass,  unquestiona- 
bly no  other  can  pass  at  this  session,  or  probably 
during  this  Congress.  And  who  will  go  home 
and  say  that  he  rejected  all  the  benefits  of  this 
bill,  because  mola.^ses  has  been  subjected  to  the 
enormous  additional  duty  of  five  cents  per  gallon  ? 
I  call,  therefore,  upon  the  friends  of  the  American 
policy  to  yield  somewhat  of  their  own  peculiar 
wishes,  and  not  to  reject  the  practicable  in  the  idle 
pursuit  after  the  unattainable.  Let  us  imitate  the 
illustrious  example  of  the  framers  of  the  Consti- 
tution, and  always  remembering  that  whatever 
springs  from  man  partakes  of  his  imperfections, 
depend  upon  experience  to  suggest,  in  future,  the 
necessary  amendments. 

We  have  had  great  difficulties  to  encounter.  I. 
The  splendid  talents  which  are  arrayed  in  this 
House  against  us.  2.  We  are  opposed  by  the  rich 
and  powerful  in  the  land.  3.  The  Executive 
Government,  if  any.  affords  us  but  a  cold  and 
equivocal  support.  4.  The  importing  and  navi- 
gating interests,  I  verily  believe  from  misconcep- 
tion, are  adverse  to  us.  5.  The  British  factors 
and  the  British  infiuence  are  inimical  to  our  suc- 
cess. 6.  Long  established  habits  and  prejudices 
oppose  us.  7.  The  reviewers  and  literary  specu- 
lators, foreign  and  domestic.  And,  lastly,  the 
leading  presses  of  the  country,  including  the  in- 
fluence of  that  which  is  established  in  this  city, 
and  sustained  by  the  public  purse. 

From  some  of  these,  or  other  causes,  the  bill 
may  be  postponed,  thwarted,  defeated.  But  the 
cause  is  the  cause  of  the  country,  and  it  must  and 
will  prevail.  It  is  founded  in  the  interests  and 
affections  of  the  people.  It  is  as  native  as  the 
granite  deeply  embosomed  in  our  mountains.  And, 
in  conclusion,  1  would  pray  God,  in  His  infinite 
mercy,  to  avert  from  our  country  the  evils  which 
are  impending  over  it,  and,  by  enlightening  our 
councils,  to  conduct  us  into  thai  path  which  leads 
to  riches,  to  greatness,  to  glory. 

When  Mr.  Clay  had  concluded,  Mr.  Rankin, 
of  Mississippi,  rose  and  spoke  till  past  three  o'clock, 
when  he  gave  way  for  a  motion  that  the  Commit- 
tee rise,  and  the  House  adjourned. 


TucRsnAY,  April  1. 

Mr.  Rich,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to 
which  was  referred  the  bill  from   the  Senate,  en-  I 
tilled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Amasa  Stetson,"  | 
reported  the  same  with  an  amendment,  and  the 
bill  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

A  mes.sage  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  viz  :  "An  act  confirming  certain  acts  of 
James  Miller,  as  Governor  of  the  Territory  of 
Arkansas,  and  for  other  purposes  ;"  and  "An  act 
altering  the  times  of  holding  the  courts  in  the 
District  of  Columbia ;"  in  which  bills  they  ask 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 
The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  on  the  bill  to 
amend  the  several  acts  laying  duties  on  imports, 
Mr.  CoNDicT  in  the  Chair. 


Mr.  Rankin  resumed  and  concluded  the  speech 
he  commenced  yesterday  on  the  general  princi- 
ples of  the  bill.  His  remarks  are  given  entire,  as 
follows : 

Mr.  Chairman :  I  must  leave  to  others  the  ad- 
miration   of    that   wonderful    system   of    policy 
adopted  by  England,  which  has  raised  her  na- 
tional debt  to  the  enormous  sum  of  800,000,OCK) 
of  pounds  sterling,  the  interest  of  which  is  30.000- 
000  per  annum,  a  system  which,  by  prohibitions 
and  attempts  to  protect  her  manufactures,  as  I 
shall  presently  show,  has  made  a  large  portion  of 
her  people  paupers,  and  which  compels  her  to  pay 
annually,  for  England  and   Wales  only,  in  the 
support  of  the  poor,  £6,000,000 ;  a  sum  exceeding 
in  amount  the  whole  revenue  of  the  United  States ; 
a  policy  which  requires  her  to  put  a  tax  on  malt, 
beer,  and  spirits  distilled  from  grain,  with  the  ad- 
dition of  leather,  of  £9,150,000;  a  policy  which 
compels  her,  with  a  population  one-third  less  than 
that  of  France,  to  raise  a  revenue  of  £44,000,000 
for   the  support  of   Government,    while    France 
meets  her  expenses  by  a  revenue  of  £37,000,000, 
(when  it  ought,  having  regard  to  her  population, 
to  be  nearly  £60,000,00<J ;)  a  policy  which  requires 
every  thing  to  be  taxed,  except  the  air  her  people 
breathe;  others  may  admire  this  wondeiful  sys- 
tem, and  "that  stupendous  monument  of  human 
wisdom,  the  British  constitution  ;"•  but,  I  hope  to 
be  permitted  to  look  with  humble  admiration  on 
the  Constitution,  the  institutions,  and  policy  of  my 
own  country;  a  policy  which,  in  less  than  half  a 
century,  has  elevated  us  to  a  pinnacle  of  happi- 
ness and  prosperity  which   no  nation  in  Europe 
has  reached,  in  the  slow  progress  of  more  than 
ten  centuries;  a  policy  which  leaves  men  to  pur- 
sue wealth  and  happiness  in  that  way  which  is 
roost  agreeable  to   them,   protected,  but  not  op- 
pressed by  legislation  ;  a  policy  which  does  not 
propose  to  tax  one  portion  of  the  community  for 
ihe  benefit  of  another;  does  not  attempt  to  force 
into  existence  things  for  which  we  are  not  pre- 
pared;  does  not  subject  a  man's  home  to  the  in- 
quisitive and  odious  search  of  the  exciseman ;  or 
waste  the  fruits  of  his  industry  for  the  tax  gath- 
erer ;  but  which  protects  all  classes,  in  their  law- 
ful  pursuits,  and   fosters  industry  every  where. 
Gentlemen  may,  if  they  please,  call  this  "foreign 
policy  a  "ruinous  system."     I  have  no  hesitation 
in  avowing  myself  its  advocate.     I  am  also  an 
advocate  for  the  purchase  of  an  article  manufac- 
tured by  foreign  hands,  when  I  can  procure  it  for 
a  price  one-third  or  one-half  less  than  that  manu- 
factured in  my  own  country.     I  do  this,  first, 
from  a  principle  which  governs  almost  every  one; 
because  it  is  my  interest  to  do  so ;  and  secondly, 
because  it   is   the  interest  of  the  community  to 
which  I  belong.     The  public  interest  is  but  the 
aggregate  of  every  individual  interest  in  society. 
I  am  not  the  advocate  of  any  system,  the  design 
of  which  is  to  make  men  wealthy  without  capital, 
industry,  or  economy,  by  imposing  taxes  on  some 
more   prosperous   or   industrious   portion   of  the 
nation. 

The  South,  sir,  said  Mr.  R.,  has  been  often 
mentioned  in  the  course  of  this  discussion,  and  the 
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patriotism  of  the  South  has  been  appealed  to  with 
peculiar  force.     What  does  the  South  demand  of 
Congress?     Only  that  her  capital  and  indu^try 
may  not  be  taxed  for  the  benefit  of  some  other 
section  of  the  Union.      She  asks  not   that  the 
North  and  the  West  be  taxed  for  her  benetit,  (as 
has  been  alleged,)  but  to  pay  her  proportions  of  the 
public  burdens,  as  she  necessarily  does,  by  paying 
her  portion  of  the  duties  imposed  for  the  purposes 
of  revenue,  on  the  articles  of  foreign  manufacture 
she  consumes.     It  is  the  excellency  of  our  system 
of  collecting  revenue,  that  it  is  wholly  immaterial 
whether    the    duty    be    collected    in    New   York, 
Philadelphia,  or  elsewhere;  every  individual  pays 
his  portion  of  that  duty  on   the  article  he  con- 
sumes— no  matter  where  his  residence  may  be— 
he  pays  no  more— he  can  pay  no  more.     The  al- 
legation, therefore,  that  the  North  and  West  are 
taxed  for  the  benefit  of  the  South,  is  whhout  a 
shadow   of   foundation.      The   charge    that   our 
policy  compels  the  freemen  of  the  West  to   be- 
come "  the  slaves  of  slaves,"  comes  very  un«Traci- 
ously  from  the  honorable  Speaker,  many  of  the  I 
products  of  manufactures  of  whose  own   State,  j 
and  perhaps  of  his  own  plantation,  pass  through  ! 
the  hands  of  slaves,  and  to  the  use  of  which  we 
might  object,  if  the  objection  be  a  good  one,  and 
prefer  the  productions  and  manufacturers  of  Ohio  ' 
and  Indiana,  or  those  of  the  North.     If  the  article  ' 
or  commodity  suits  the  purchaser,  both  in  price  ! 
and  quality,  there  can  be  no  propriety  in  inquiring  I 
by  what  hands  it  was  produced  or  manufactured  •  ' 
nor  do  I  presume  the  gentleman  himself  would  ' 
stoop  to  make  such  an  inquiry.  I 

The  picture,  said  Mr.  R.,  drawn  by  the  Speaker, 
of  the  condition  of  our  country,  if  true,  would  be 
melancholy  indeed,  and  might  strongly  urge  the 
interposition   of  Congress,   for  the   relief  of  all 
(with  the  exception  of  the  manufacturing  inter- 
est, which,  I  think,  he  admits  to  be  rather  more 
prosperous  than   any    other,)  could   any  general 
system  of  relief  be  deviled.     Such  a  glooiTiy  pic- 
ture, if  confined  to  this  House  or  to  this  nation 
wou  d   be  harmless,   I   am  sure,   because  no  one 
would  discover  its  resemblance  to  the  actual  state 
of  things.     But  foreign  nations  may  believe  it 
and  sympathize  with  us.     Much  of  the  gloom  is! 
however,  removed  by  his  admission  that  the  ne- 
cessaries ol  life,  for  which  the  poor  of  other  na- 
tions are  suffering,  are  every  where  here  in  great 
abundance;  so  abundant  that  thev  can  neither  be 
consumed   nor  sold  ;  but  are  actually  rotting  in 
the  barns  and  granaries.     He  represents  the  prices 
u  ^l"""^!.  "'^^'  ^^"^  tobacco,  the  great  staples  of 
the  South,  as  rapidly  declining  also,  and  conse- 
quently  it  will  be  unnecessary  to  adopt  a  course 
of  legislation   to  reduce   us  more  rapidly  to  the 
common  level  of  distress.     We  must  necessarily 
adapt  ourselves  to  the  state  of  things  which  exi^s 
and  may  hereafter  exist,  and   not  endeavor,  by 
mere  legislation,   to   create   wealth   and   capital 
where  none  exists.     Of  this  system  of  legislation, 
I  had  supposed  a  portion  of  the  W^st    at  least 
bad  received  sufficient  information,  from  their  own 
experience  to  condemn  it  .-.nd  even  make  it  horrible 
It  was  not  sufficient  that  they  had  the  means  of 


living  and  becoming  wealthy  in  the  ordinary  way 
but  they  must  become  wealthy  by  the  creation  of 
j  banking   institutions,  and    large   issues  of  bank 
notes,    which    gave   a   factitious   value   to    every 
thing;  destroyed  credit;  called  for  a  suspension 
of  the  collection  of  debts  in  the  ordinary  way  • 
,  ruined  individuals:  all  of  which  was  consumma- 
ted with  general  calamity,  if  not  disgrace.     From 
such  a  course  of  legislation,  I  wish  the  General 
^  Government,  at  least,  to  be  exempted.     The  rem- 
I  edy  consists  in  men  conforming  themselves  to  the 
existing  condition  of  affairs,  and  which  they  will 
:  soon  do,  if  undisturbed  by  vain  and  deceitful  at- 
tempts to  relieve  them,  all  of  which  but  fink  them 
deef>er  in  the  abyss  of  misery. 
I      I  regret,  said  Mr.  R.,  that  this  bill,  calculated 
I  so  deeply  to  affect  all  the  interests  and  every  class 
(  of  industry,  had  not  reached  this  House  through 
the  ordinary  channel.     It  has  been  customary,  m 
such  cases,  to  receive  a   report  of  the  probable 
effects  of  such  a    measure,  upon  the  revenue  and 
the  industry  of  the  country,  from  the  officer  who 
presides  over  its  finances,  accompanied  by  state- 
ments of  such  rates  of  duty  as  might  be  expedient 
or   proper.     For   such    a    duty,   ihe    officer   who 
directs  that  department  ought  to  be,  and  no  doubt 
IS,  better  qualified  by  information,  and  a  knowl- 
edge of  the  experience  of   this  country,  and  of 
other   countries,    than    any   individual    member 
whose  pursuits  in  life  may  have  been  diversified 
and  not  much  directed  to  the  investigation  of  such 
subjects.     Such  a  report  should  also  have  passed 
under  the  revision  of  that  committee  which  ex- 
amines the  ways  and  means  of  the  nation.     But 
what  have  we   presented  for  our  adoption  ?     A 
I  bill,  reported   by  a  Committee  on  Manufactures, 
I  the  professed  object  of  which  is  to  protect  manu- 
I  lactures.     Thus,   one  class  of  industry  a-ssumes 
,  the  privilege  of  saying  to  every  other  what  amount 
j  they    shall    severally    contribute    to    its   support. 
I  Such  a  state  of  things  is  necessarily  calculated  to 
,  awaken  suspicion,  distrust,   and  alarm.     But,  oa 
this  subject,  we  are  not  left  to  suspect  the  design 
I  of  this  measure  from  its  name  and  its  source,  as  it 
bears  the  impress  of  its  character  in  almost  every 
feature  which  belongs  to  it.     Many,  and  indeed 
most,  of  the  duties  proposed,  amount  to  an  imme- 
diate, or,  at  no  very  distant  day  a  prohibition  of 
the  foreign  manufacture;  and  (he  gentleman  at 
the  head  of  the  Committee  on   Manufactures  has 
had  the  candor  to  avow  that  such  was  its  object. 
Against  such  a  system  I  must  protest. 

I  shall  not,  Mr.  Chairman,  said  Mr.  R.,  attempt 
to  establish  the  unconstitutionality  of  this  meas- 
ure, but  will  leave  that  point  to  be  discussed  by 
other  gentlemen.  With  those  who  believe  that, 
under  the  power  "to  collect  taxes,"  "regulate 
coiiimerce,"  or  "  lay  impo>ts,-'  we  have  the  right 
to  tax  every  other  class  of  industry  to  force  into 
existence  a  particular  interest,  it  would  be  useless 
to  argue,  as  they  have  found,  and  are  determined 
to  exercise,  the  power.  I  regret  to  say,  sir,  that  I 
never  have,  since  I  have  been  in  this  House, 
found  a  majority  of  this  body  desirous  and  deter- 
mined to  exercise  a  power,  that  they  have  not 
louud  such  power,  if  not  in  the  letter  of  the  Cod- 
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Etitution,  in  the  spirit  of  it;  if  not  in  the  spirit,  in 
what  have  been  very  appropriately  called  "  the 
Tagrant  powers  of  the  Constitution." 

There  are  some  truths,  sir,  in  political  economy, 
as  well  as  in  mathematics,  which  derive  but  little 
force  from  illustration,  and  only  require  to  be  stated 
to  be  believed.     Such,  I  humoly  conceive,  would 
be  the  declaration  that  all  violent  attempts  to  reg- 
ulate and  direct  the  pursuits  of  industry  in  soci- 
ety must  produce  an  unnatural  state  of^  things.     I 
know  society  is  itself  an  artificial  body  compared 
with  the  savage  state,  which  is  the  natural  one. 
By  the  natural  state  of  things,  I  only  mean  that 
where  there  is  no  attempt  by  law  to  regulate  and 
direct  the  pursuits  of  men  from  those  occupations 
and  employments  which  they  believe  most  advan- 
tageous.    As  the  natural  body  is  in  the  best  con- 
dition when  neither    stimulants  nor  depletion  is 
required,  so  is  the  political  body  the  most  sound 
and  healthy  where  there  are  the  fewest  attempts  to 
force  industry  from  its  ordinary  and  natural  course. 
The  proposed  system  leaves  nothing  to  the  discre- 
tion and  discernment  of  men — nothing  to  its  nat- 
ural course.     It  is  also  true  (and  the  Speaker  admits 
that  truth)  that  capital,  if  permitted,  will  always 
find  its  place  of  profitable  employment,  as  natu- 
rally as  water  will  find  its  common  level.     From 
the  spirit  of  enterprise  m  this  country,  and  the  few 
habits  we  have  to  subdue,  this  truin  n  peculiarly 
applicable  to  the  people  of  this  country.     What 
portion  of  the  habitable  globe ;  what  howling  wil- 
dernei.s,  no  matter  what  its  depth  ;  what  ocean, 
no  matter  how  remote,  or  what  climate,  no  mat- 
ter how  inhospitable, — has  not  been  visited  by  our 
adventurous  people,  in  pursuit  of  wealth  ?     Even 
the  depths  of^  ocean  have  been  made  tributary  to 
their  wishes  in  this  pur>uit.     This  bill  proposes  to 
direct  the  employment  of  capital,  and  leaves  noth- 
ing to  individual  discretion.     What,  again,  can 
be  more  true,  than  that  free  importation  produces 
lowness  and  uniformity  in  the  priceof  every  thing 
we  desire  to   purchase,  by   inviting  competition, 
and  enabling  you  to  purchase  from  those  who  can 
produce  or  manufacture  cheapest?     In  this  way, 
you  are  not  sensibly  affected  by  the  changes  of  sea- 
son, or  the  destruction  of  crops,  nor  are  you  sub- 
ected  to  the  extortion  of  those  from  whom  you 
ave  no  alternative  but  to  buy  at  their  own  prices. 
It  would,  perhaps,  add  a  pang  to  those  of  death  to 
be  murdered   by  the  hand  of  a  friend  ;  and  there 
can  be  but  little  satisfaction  in  knowing  that  you 
were  robbed  or  taxed  unnecessarily  and  improperly 
for  the  benefit  of  professed  friends,  instead  of  by  those 
indifferent  to  your  fate.     This  bill  does  not  permit 
you  to  buy  where  you  can  buy  cheapest,  and  sell 
where  you  can  sell  dearest,  but  compels  you  to 
purchase  at  any  price  the  domestic  manufacturer 
may  please  to  demand. 

"  Will  you  not  protect  your  own  industry,  your 
own  manufactures,"  has  been  echoed  in  every 
part  of  this  Union,  and  often  within  the  walls  of 
this  House  ?  Yes;  I  will  protect,  so  far  as  ray 
vote  goes,  every  species  of  industry  ;  but  no  one 
exclusively.  But  let  us  understand  the  meaning 
of  this  word  protection,  which  has  been  latterly 
used  to  signify  any  thing  but  protection.     When 
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foreign  Governments  give  a   bounty  on  a  manu- 
factured article  when  exported,  and  the  duty  im- 
posed by    our   Government   does  counteract    the 
effects  of  that  bounty,  we  are  strictly  protecting 
our  produce  or  manufacture,  by  imposing  a   duty 
that  will  prevent  foreign  producers  or  manufac- 
turers from  competing  in  our  own  market,  and 
with  our  own  producer  or  manufacturer,  on  terms 
of  advantage.     We  also  protect  our  industry  or 
manufactures,  when  we  impose  a  duty  to  prevent 
foreigners  in  our  immediate  vicinity  from  coming 
into  our  market  with  such  produce  as  we  raise 
in  abundance — when  their  proximity  to  our  shores, 
by  subjecting  them  to  but  little  expense,  enables 
them  to  come  there,  and  compete  with  our  own 
people  on  equal,  or  nearly  equal,  terms.     Such  is 
the  effect  of  our  legislation,  in  relation  to  the  fish- 
eries, and  the  duty  we  impose  on  foreign  sugar 
and  cotton.    The  dis^criminating  duties  on  tonnage 
has  had  also  the  effect  of  protecting  our  shipping 
against  the  regulations  of  foreign  nations,  and  the 
competition  of  their  seamen.     In   some   cases  it 
happens  that  your  policy  or  your  laws  have  crea- 
ted institutions,  and  forced  the  investiture  of  capi- 
tal in  manufactories,  or  otherwise;  and,  in  all 
such  cases,  the  Government  cannot,  consistently, 
at  once  abandon  its  course,  by  which  ruin  would 
fall  upon  a  class  of  citizens  invited  to  particular 
pursuit   by  exi>ting  laws,  and  resting  on  the  faith 
of  the  Government.     Some  things  in  the  tariff  of 
1816  were  doubtless   affected    by    this  principle. 
But  when  an  adequate  protection  is  afforded,  even 
by  adventitious  circumstances,   there  can   be  no 
necessity   for  claiming   the   interposition  of  the 
Government,  for  any  thing  beyond  that  adequate 
protection  ;  and  there  is  no  propriety  in  the  inter- 
ference of  the  Government  in  such  a  case.     The 
present  duly  laid   upon  foreign  manufactures  for 
the  purposes  of  revenue,  is  estimated  by  those  fa- 
miliar with, those  subjects,  to  amount,  on  an  aver- 
age, to  40  or  50   per  cent.,  and  would,  doubtless, 
give  adequate   protection,   were  we  prepared  to 
manufacture.     On  some   things    the  duty   is  7^, 
and  on  others  200  per  cent.     When  you  add  to 
those  duties  the  price  of  freight  from  the  place  of 
exportation,  with  insurance,  commissions,  and  the 
various  profits  and  charges,  before  they  reach  the 
consumer,  the  price  is  greatly  enhanced  from  the 
original  price  of  the   manufacture.     From  this 
duty,  together  with  freight,  insurance,  &.C.,  the 
domestic  manufacturer  is  exempted  ;  and  it  neces- 
sarily operates  as  a  premium  to  him  of  that  amount, 
as  he  can  add  all  those  things  from  which  he  is 
exempted,  to  the  price  of  every  thing  he  manu- 
factures, and  sell  at  the  same  price  as  the  foreign 
manufacturer.     This   is  an  indirect  tax  on   the 
consumer,  and  is  not  noticed.     It  is  a  protection 
not   to  the  industry  of  the   farmer  and   planter, 
who  does  not  believe  when  he  purchases  an  arti- 
cle he  wants  of  the  merchant,  that  if  his  own 
manufacturers  were  at  all  prepared  to  manufac- 
ture, they  ought  to  be  able  to  sell  it  to  him  one- 
fourth  or  one-half  cheaper ;  and  that  one-fourth  or 
one-third,  and,    in   many  cases,  one-half  of  the 
price  he  pays  for  an  article,  operates  as  a  premium 
on  domestic  manufactures.     When  these  facts  are 
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disclosed,  the  plain  common  sense  of  every  man 
would  induce  him  to  say,  at  once,  "why,  these 
peopleare  already  sufficiently  protected."  Whence, 
then,  this  cry — "  Will  you  not  protect  your  own 
industry,  your  own  manufactures?"  It  is  all  a 
delusion.  Public  men,  instead  of  joining  in  that 
cry,  should  say  to  the  people,  your  njanufactures 
are  already  protected  by  a  duty  averaging  40  or 
50  per  cent.;  and,  if  they  cannot  succeed  with 
such  protection,  it  is  evident  our  country  is  not 
prepared  to  manufacture.  When  our  millions  of 
acres  of  unseated  lands  are  populated,  and  it  be- 
comes an  object  to  find  employment  for  a  portion 
of  our  people  who  cannot  be  employed  in  agri- 
culture, and  when  the  price  of  labor  is  reduced  to 
something  like  the  price  of  labor  in  Europe,  we 
shall  then  manufacture;  but,  until  that  period 
arrives,  it  is  vain  to  attempt  to  force  them  over 
obstacles  they  cannot  surmount.  These  manu- 
facturers, they  might  say,  by  protection,  mean 
prohibition,  and  that  foreign  manufactures  must 
be  excluded  by  high  duties,  to  enable  them  to  ob- 
tain the  monopoly  of  the  market. 

In  the  further  prosecution  of  the  examination 
of  this  interesting  subject,  and  for  the  purpose  of 
showing  the  effects  of  such  a  system  on  the  whole 
community.  I  have,  Mr.  Chairman,  proposed  to 
examine  its  effects  on  the  commerce,  the  agricul- 
ture, the  manufactures,  the  revenue,  the  morals, 
and  the  liberty  of  the  country.  If  no  one  of  these 
great  interests  can  be  promoted,  as  I  shall  attempt 
to  show,  by  the  passing  of  this  bill,  it  most  cer- 
tainly ought  to  be  rejected. 

Commerce,  sir,  (said  Mr.  R.)  deals  in  the  ex- 
change of  the  raw  material,  the  money,  or  the 
manufactured  articles  of  one  country  for  those  of 
another.  If  we  continue  to  exchange  with  other 
nations,  as  heretofore,  no  protection  is  afforded  to 
our  manufactures  for  what  ceases  to  be  consumed 
ceases  to  be  imported  ;  and,  in  proportion  as  we 
substitute  our  own  for  foreign  fabrics,  our  com- 
merce is  diminished  ;  so  far  as  the  present  bill 
goes,  and  it  goes  far  enough  to  exclude  the  most 
of  the  foreign  manufactures  we  want,  it  excludes 
them  from  our  market,  which  exclusion  must 
be  followed  by  almost  the  total  annihilation  of 
our  commerce.  But,  it  has  been  said  that,  "  if 
we  export  we  will  import."  We  have  heretofore 
imported  necessaries,  and,  I  presume,  according  to 
the  new  doctrine,  we  shall  import  something 
which  is  not  necessary,  and  which  we  cannot  use. 
If  it  be  true  that,  "  if  we  export  we  will  import," 
it  must  be  equally  true  that,  if  we  cease  to  import, 
we  shall  cease  to  export,  and  that  importation  and 
exportation  keep  pace  with  each  other.  The  bill 
proposes  to  diminish  our  importations,  and  force 
us  to  consume  our  own  productions  and  manufac- 
tures, and  consequently,  most  seriously  affects  our 
commerce.  The  number  of  persons  to  be  affected 
by  this  change  is  considerable,  and  they  are  a  class 
of  people  whose  labor  and  industry  ought  not  to 
be  sacrificed  to  promote  those  of  the  man°ufacturer, 
who  less  deserves  your  protection.  In  this  branch 
of  industry,  which  has  arisen  without  your  protec- 
tion, except  so  far  as  I  have  stated  protection  was 
strictly  due  from  the  Government  to  its  citizens, 


there  are  estimated  to  be  40,000  mariners  em- 
ployed, and,  in  the  various  employments  of  ship- 
wrights, boat  builders,  sailmakers,  chandlers,  dec, 
250,000,  making  an  aggregate  of  290,(XX)  person^. 
The  greatest  number  which  the  Speaker  could 
find  employment  for  under  his  new  tystem,  and 
that  number  much  exaggerated,  as  mu^t  be  evi- 
dent from  a  knowledge  of  the  powers  of  machinery, 
was  500,000  persons,  and  those  must  be  employed 
by  the  loss  either  immediate  or  ultimate  of  some- 
thing likeS7,000,000  of  our  revenue.  Is  this  just? 
Is  this  right  ?  In  this  experiment,  you  jeopardize, 
if  you  do  not  destroy,  as  is  probable,  upwards  of 
800,0(X)  tons  of  tonnage  engaged  in  the  foreign 
trade  and  which  produces  annually,  of  national 
wealth,  by  mere  labor,  about  §70.000.  A  consid- 
erable trade  is  carried  on  from  the  North  to  the 
West  Indies  in  lumber  and  the  various  products  of 
the  soil,  which  is  supposed  to  be  worth  about 
.§150,000  per  annum,  and  a  trade  in  ice,  which 
requires  no  capital,  brings  to  the  country  §100,0<X). 
In  return  for  these,  the  various  products  of  the 
West  Indies  are  importtd  to  the  United  States. 
The  proposed  duty  on  molasses,  fruits,  and  spirits, 
must  utterly  destroy  this  trade  by  its  proiiibitory 
action.  Who  does  not  remember  that,  in  the  last 
war,  when  treachery,  defeat,  and  disaster,  attended 
our  first  efforts,  or  when  at  best  but  doubtful  suc- 
cess crowned  the  most  brilliant  achievements  of 
our  arms,  the  rapturous  enthusiasm  that  filled 
every  bosom  at  the  victories  achieved  by  our  navy. 
The  gallant  spirits  who  covered  themselves  and 
the  nation  with  glory;  exalted  us  in  our  own  es- 
timation as  a  people;  made  every  man,  when  in 
a  foreign  country,  lay  his  hand  on  his  breast,  and 
proudly  say,  I  am  an  American  citizen,  wliere, 
but  shortly  before,  he  concealed  himself  with 
shame ;  and  established  for  us  a  name  and  an  ele- 
vated standing  among  the  nations  of  the  earth, 
were  not  reared  amidst  the  fumes  of  the  oil  and 
the  noise  of  the  machinery  of  a  manufactory. 
They  were  "  children  of  the  deep,  and  nurselings 
of  the  storm;"  their  home  was  from  mfancv  on 
ocean,  and  "their  path  the  mountain  wave.'" 
There  they  had  learned  to  discharge  their  duty — 
to  contemn  danger,  and  disregard  death.  This 
school  for  our  navy,  for  which  there  can  be  no 
substitute  when  our  commerce  is  destroyed,  gen- 
tlemen would  destroy,  and  erect  on  its  ruins  a 
thing,  as  yet  in  this  country,  unknown — the  un- 
tried system  of  forcing  into  existence  manufac- 
tures. Commerce  is  the  handmaid  of  agriculture 
and  manufactures,  and  bears  their  surplus  toother 
countries  for  a  market.  Without  it,  no  nation 
has  flourished,  from  the  time  of  Carthage,  of  Ve- 
nice, and  the  prosperous  periods  of  the  Spanish 
nation,  down  to  that  of  England,  which  has  ex- 
cited the  admiration,  and  called  forth  the  eloquent 
eulogium  of  the  Speaker  of  this  House.  Carthage 
and  Veifice,  it  is  true,  perished  in  consequence  of 
the  prosperity  they  attained  by  commerce ;  but, 
from  the  causes  of  their  destruction  we  are  happily 
free.  Carthage  was  but  a  speck  on  the  margin  of 
theMediterranean,  and  Venice  like  an  excrescence 
from  the  ocean.  The  enemy  had  but  to  strike  a 
single  part  of  either,  and  the  whole  was  destroyed. 
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The  rock  of  our  strength  is  a  widely  extended 
country,  and  a  vast  preponderance  of  population, 
whose  pursuits  are  agriculture.  While  that  state 
of  things  exists,  we  are  secure  alike  against  do- 
mestic faction  and  foreign  invasion.  When  a 
large  proportion  of  our  population  shall  have  en- 
gaged in  commerce  and  manufactures,  and  espe- 
cially in  manufactures,  the  stability  of  our  Grov- 
ernmentwill  be  diminished.  A  due  proportion  of 
a  well  regulated  commerce  brings  to  a  nation  the 
arts,  the  improvements,  and  the  science  of  every 
nation  with  which  it  has  intercourse.  This  com- 
merce, which  deserves  so  well  the  protecting  hand 
of  the  Government,  and  which  is  represented  by 
Mr.  Speaker  to  be  in  a  most  languishing  and  de- 
plorable situation  already,  ought  not  certainly  to 
receive  from  the  parental  hand  of  the  Government 
this  decisive  and  fatal  blow  at  its  existence. 

The  main  spring  of  agriculture  and  industry,  is 
a  market,  in  which  we  can  exchange  our  surplus 
produce, our  money,  orour  manufactures,  for  those 
of  other  countries.     If  the  maxim  of  Mr.  Speaker 
be  true,  that  if  they  buy  "  of  us  nothing,  we  can 
buy  of  them   nothing,"  it  must  be  e^iually  true, 
that,  if  we  buy  of  them  nothing,  they  can  buy  of 
us   nothing.     It  is  a  good  rule  that  works  both 
ways.     The  object  of  this  bill  is,  so  far  as  possible, 
to  lorce  us  to  be  independent  of  other  nations,  and 
produce  the  manufacture  for  ourselves.     It  is  im- 
possible  that  other  nations  can  pay  us  in  specie 
$47,000,000,  which  was  the   value  of  the  exports 
of  the  United  States  to  foreign  nations,  the  last 
year,  and  which  must,  annually,  increase,  if  they 
were  so  disposed.     They   have  been    enabled  to 
trade  with  us,  especially   England,  because  we 
received   her   manufactures  in  exchange  for  our 
raw  material;  and  when  we  destroy,  or  mutually 
diminish  that  exchange,  she  cannot,  nor  would  it 
be  her  interest,  to  pursue  that  unprofitable  trade. 
She  will,  of  course,  seek  a  market  where  she  can 
trade  to  advantage.     That  she  will  find,  in  South 
America  and  elsewhere,  where  cotton,  the  raw 
material  which  she  most  wants,  is  raised  in  great 
abundance,  and  where  her  manufactured  articles 
will  be  in  demand.     We  shall  thus,  by  our  policy, 
find   the  means  of  diverting  from  ourselves  our 
most  profitable  trade.     This  exchange  with  Eng- 
land, if  not  wholly  destroyed,  must  be  much  di- 
minished, by  the  operation  of  this  system.     She 
is  supposed,  in  the  last  season,  to  have  imported 
420,000  bales  of  cotton  ;  and  the  amount  returned 
to   us,  in  manufactured  articles,  after  deducting 
for  waste,  is  only  estimated  at  40,000  bales,  which 
leaves  380,000  bales  to  be  consumed  elsewhere. 
This  she  was  able  to  purchase,  by  the  addition  of 
the  labor  to  that  portion  of  the  raw  material  re- 
turned to  us  manufactured;  but  the  object  of  this 
bill  is  to  exclude  the  manufactures,  and  with  that, 
consequently,  to  destroy  their  meansof  purchasing. 
If  the  home  market  were  a  substantial  substitute 
for  this  loss,  we  should   have  no  reason  to  com- 
plain ;  but,  It  is  evident  it  cannot  be.     England 
now  manufactures  380,000  bales  of  cotton  for  her 
own  use,  and  for  the  use  of  those  with  whom  she 
trades,  exclusively  of  the  40,000  bales  returned  to 
us   manufactured.     We  cannot,   then,   expect   a 


home  market  for  more  than  40,000  bales  out  of 
420,000,  as  we  have  no  market  for  any  more,  if 
manufactured,  as  we  cannot,  requiring  high  pro- 
tecting duties  at  home,  in  addition  to  the  present 
high  duties,  to  enable  us  to  compete  with  her  ia 
our  own  market,  expect  to  vend  our  manufactures 
in  Great  Britain,  or  any  other  place  where  she 
trades.     This  all   tends  to  show  the  impolicy  of 
changing  a  system,  when  the  change  would  so 
seriously  affect  one  of  our  best  articles  of  exporta- 
tion.    The  evil  effects  of  such  a  measure,  would 
not  be  confined  in  its  operation  to  that  portion  of 
the  country  immediately  afl'ected  by  it ;  but,  as  the 
South  is  dependent  on  the  North  and  West  for 
implements  of  husbandry,  and  all  the  means  of 
subsistence,  would  necessarily  destroy  the  market 
now  opened  to  them,  by  destroying  our  means  of 
purchasing  and    by  compelling   us  to  use  those 
means  which  God  and  nature  has  placed  withia 
our  reach,  of  supplying  our  own   wants,   from 
our  own  lands.     The  idea  of  a  home  market,  for 
either  our  produce  or  manufactures,  to  any  consid- 
erable extent,  is  most  fallacious;  it  has  no  foun- 
dation   in    reason  or  truth;  but  is  calculated  to 
delude  and   deceive   the   people.     This  terrapin 
policy  suits  no  nation  with  such  varieties  of  soil 
and  climate  ;  such  a  spirit  of  enterprise,  and  such 
immense  resources,  as  the  American  people  possess. 
We  are,  said  Mr.  R.,  necessarily  an  agricultural 
people;  and  many  portions  of  our  country  must 
remain  so,  for  years  to  come.     This  proceeds  from 
the  nature  of  our  country,  which  differs  from  the 
densely  populated  portions  of  the  old  world,   ia 
affording  to  industry  the  enjoyment  of  the  most 
fertile  lands,  at  reduced  prices  ;  and  from  which 
a  great   abundance  is  produced,  with  but  little 
labor.     The  price  of  labor  is  governed  by  the  price 
for  which  the  inferior  soil  can  be  cultivated,  where 
they  are  compelled  to  cultivate  such  soil.     The 
American  farmer  can,  with  the  same  labor,  grow 
more  grain  than  the  farmer  of  any  other  nation. 
Hence,  he  can  better  afford  to  pay  from  20  to  50 
per  cent,  on  goods  of  foreign  manufacture,  than 
have  his  attention  directed  from   agriculture  to 
domestic  manufacture.     This  state  ot  things  will 
pass  away  when  our  population  becomes  too  dense 
to  be  supported  by  the  cultivation  of  the  best  soil, 
and   to  be   employed    in  commerce.     Whenever 
that  period  arrives,  we  are  then,  and  not  until 
then,  prepared  for  manufacturing. 

The  corn  laws  of  England,  which  prohibit  the 
importation  of  grain,  except  when  the  scarcity 
very  nearly  produces  famine,  had  their  origin  in 
the  protection  extended  to  the  manufactures  of 
silk  and  lace,  which  are  now  considered  unim- 
portant branches  of  their  manufacturing  establish- 
ments. The  agriculturist  demanded  of  his  Gov- 
ernment a  similar  protection  to  that  given  the 
manufacturer.  This  protection,  so  reasonable, 
when  the  system  was  commenced,  she  was  com- 
pelled to  give,  and  hence  the  corn  laws.  This 
whole  system  she  would  abandon  if  she  could,  or 
if  she  dare.  A  bad  system,  when  once  created  by 
Government,  cannot  be  readily  abandoned.  [Here 
Mr.  R.  read  from  Lowe's  new  statistical  work.  Ap- 
pendix, page  33,  a  passage,  to  show  the  correctnejis 
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of  his  statement,  as  to  the  origin  of  the  corn  laws, 
and  the  opinion  of  writers  on  political  economy, 
as  to  their  injurious  effects.] 

What  would  be  the  effect  of  free  trade  on  Eng- 
land herself,  provided  her  ports  were  opened  to  the 
agricultural  products  of  other  nations,  and  espe- 
cially those  of  the  United  States?  She  would 
not  then  be  reduced  to  the  necesi^ity  of  cultivating  I 
inferior  soil,  where  great  labor  receives  but  little 
reward,  and  keeps  up  the  price  of  bread  ;  but  the 
price  of  bread  would  be  diminished,  and  with  the 
diminished  price  of  bread,  the  staff  of  life,  the  price 
of  labor  would  fall;  and,  with  the  price  of  labor, 
the  price  of  manufactured  articles  dependent  on 
labor.  Her  manufactures,  reduced  in  price,  would 
enable  her  to  have  a  monopoly  of  the  market  of  the 
whole  world.  Their  policy  not  only  affects  them 
injuriously,  but  is  the  best  protection  which  could 
be  presented  to  our  manufactures,  bv  keeping  at  a 
high  price  the  necessaries  of  life,  labor,  and  the 
manufactures  which  she  would  be  enabled  to  sell 
much  lower  in  our  market,  by  pursuing  a  contrary  , 
policy.  Her  manufactures,  however,  she  must 
dispose  of,  or  her  people  perish  ;  and,  in  order  to 
meet  competition  abroad,  when  a  season  of  scar- 
city arrives,  the  manufacturer  dare  not  raise  the 
price  of  wages,  because  that  would  raise  the  price 
of  manufactures,  and  destroy  the  sales  abroad — 
throws  on  socit-ty  a  numerous  class  of  weavers 
and  laborers,  clamorous  for  bread,  because  perish- 
ing with  famine.  This  is  the  most  fruitful  source 
of  pauperism  in  England,  and  which,  it  requires 
six  million  pounds  of  poor  tax  annually  to  alle- 
viate, without  regarding  the  immense  individual  j 
suffering,  the  vices  created  by  pinching  want,  the 
prosecutions  and  convictions,  the  infamy  or  execu-  | 
tion  of  many  of  her  citizens,  who,  if  blessed  with  i 
the  distressing  abundance  which  surrounds  the  ' 
people  of  this  country,  would  have  been  valuable 
members  of  society.  In  this  train  follows,  also, 
the  rebellions  that  agitate  society,  and  which  re- 
quire the  power  of  military  force  to  suppress. 
This  is  the  admirable  "American  policy,"  which 
Mr.  Speaker  wishes  to  adopt  in  this  country.  A 
time  must  come  when  our  country  will  be  subject- 
ed to  all  these  calamities;  but  I  hope  it  is  far  dis- 
tant, and  I  confess  I  am  unwilling  to  hasten  its 
approach.  We  must  be  contented  with  moderate 
profits,  and  not  attempt  to  legislate  the  nation  into 
wealth,  either  by  issuing  bank  paper,  or  forcing 
into  existence  establishments  which  would,  least 
of  all,  benefit  the  West,  now  most  clamorous  for 
them. 

The   manufacturers  have   been   promised   the 
South  American  markets,  in  which  all  their  fab-  i 
rics  can  be  vended.    It  is  truly  ridiculous  to  require  I 
something  at  home,  in  addition  to  the  protection  \ 
of  a  duty  averaging  forty  or   fifty  per  cent,  and  ' 
then  believe  you  can  go  into  a  foreign  market  and 
monopolize  it,  limited  as  that  market  must  be.  But 
I  have  shown  you  that,  if  your  system  be  adopted, 
you   will  have  driven  England   there  with  her 
manufactures,  with  whom  it  will  be  the  interest  of 
the  South  Americans  to  trade,  because  they  will 
receive  the  raw  mafrial  wanted  by  the  English, 
in  exchange  for  their  manufactures.     You  can  re- 


ceive nothing  scarcely  but  specie,  unless  you  im- 
port, to  the  ruin  of  your  own  agriculturist,  the 
cotton  of  South  America. 

New  England  is  the  only  manufacturing  part 
of  this  country,  and  yet  her  people  do  not  demand 
this  tariff  at  your  hands.  She  ha.s  the  capital,  the 
industry,  the  economy,  and  the  density  of  popu- 
lation, that  prepares  her  for  manufacturing.  But 
for  the  emigration  of  her  people  to  the  West,  she 
would  now  have  advanced  much  further  in  that 
branch  of  industry.  The  manufacturers  know 
well  the  effect  of  the  competition  created  by  forc- 
ing capital  suddenly  to  anv  one  employment,  and 
generally  only  ask  you  to  let  them  alone.  Small 
establishments,  which  might  secretly  and  silently 
work  their  way  into  an  honorable  and  comfortable 
existence,  with  the  numerous  individuals  now  em- 
ployed in  manufacturing  by  hand,  would  all  be 
prostrated  by  your  policy,  by  the  large  manufac- 
turing establishments,  with  immense  capital  and 
jKJwerful  labor-saving  machinery.  From  your 
system,  the  nabobs,  who  are  represented  as  hostile 
to  it,  would  alone  derive  benefit.  The  Digest  of 
Manufactures,  prepared  by  the  Secretary  of  State, 
shows  that  many  of  the  manufactories  of  coarse 
cotton,  after  the  tariff  of  1816,  perished  by  compe- 
tition. They  do  not,  like  the  Kilkenny  cats,  de- 
vour each  other,  all  except  the  tails ;  but  one  great 
establishment  rises  on  the  ruins  of  all  the  sur- 
rounding inferior  ones — gorged  and  bloated  with 
the  spoils,  and  smiling  at  the  desolation  created. 
The  prudent  manufacturer  also  fears  u  reaction, 
when  the  people  shall  have  felt  their  revenue  se- 
riously diminished,  and  shall  see  a  resort  to  excise 
or  direct  taxes  necessary;  when  they  have  wit- 
nessed the  prostration  of  commerce,  and  shall 
know,  from  experience,  the  delusion  of  this  home 
market.  Society,  like  a  mighty  collection  of 
waters,  rests  peacefully,  if  undisturbed.  A  siniile 
wave  cannot  be  raised  from  its  bosom,  and  sudden- 
ly sink  into  tranquillity  ;  but  a  thousand  succes- 
sive waves  are  borne  impetuously  to  the  shore, 
and  are  returned,  broken  and  murmuring  into  the 
mass  of  waters.  The  people  may  not  be  satis- 
fied with  reducing  things  to  their  present  situation. 

When  we  are  at  all  prepared,  sir,  said  Mr.  R., 
to  manufacture,  the  present  duties  will  be  Ibund  a 
sufficient  protection ;  and,  until  we  have  the  re- 
quisite industry,  economy,  and  capital,  and  a  pop- 
ulation which  cannot  be  employed  in  agriculture 
aorf  commerce,  we  vainly  and  imprudently  at- 
tempt to  force  manufactures  into  existence.  That 
we  are  not  prepared,  is  demonstrated  by  the  posi- 
tions of  the  advocates  of  this  bill.  We  have  "  in- 
finite advantages  (says  Mr.  Speaker)  of  soil  and 
of  internal  navigation,"  &c.  If  we  cannot  man- 
ufacture with  these  advantages,  and  with  large 
protection  from  duties,  what  does  this  prove,  but 
that  we  are  not  ready  to  manufacture  ?  What 
does  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Manufac- 
tures say,  as  to  our  natural  advantages  ]  '*  We 
have  ten  acres,"  says  he,  ''for  one  in  Europe,  fit 
only  for  the  culture  of  hemp ;"  and  yet,  it  seems, 
we  cannot  manufacture  even  cotton,  bagging, 
without  a  protecting  duty  of  50  per  cent.  We 
have  territories  of  lead,  and  on  navigable  waters  ; 
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yet  it  cannot  be  protected  by  a  duty  of  \2\  per 
cent.,  the  present  duty  ;  but  a  duty  of25  per  cent. 
is  necessary,  and,  on  manufactured  lead,  higher 
in  proportion.  We  have  a  climate  which  will 
produce  wool  every  where,  and  a  duty  of  15  per 
cent,  to  protect  it ;  yet  we  cannot  have  it  produc- 
ed in  thiscountry.  Wehaveironore  in  great  abund- 
ance, fuel,  and  labor,  and  iron  is  now  protected 
by  a  duty  of  at  least  40  per  cent.;  yet  the  makers 
of  iron  are  suffering  for  protection.  We  have 
grain  in  abundance,  yes,  '*  rotting  in  our  barns  and 
granaries,"  and  a  duty  on  foreign  spirits  averag- 
ing 200  per  cent. ;  yet,  this  is  not  a  sufficient  pro- 
tection to  domestic  industry.  When  you  add  to 
these  advantages  the  low  price  of  land,  the  abund- 
ance of  fuel,  convenience  of  navigation,  and  the 
exemption  from  the  payment  of  freight,  duty,  in- 
surance, commissions,  «Stc,,  to  which  the  foreign 
producer  and  manufacturer  are  subjected,  and  find 
we  cannot  grow  or  manufacture,  is  it  not  evident 
that  the  cause  is  not  the  want  of  protection  ;  but 
that  it  proceeds  from  causes  connected  with  the 
new  and  unsettled  slate  of  the  country  ?  As  men 
advance  gradually  from  infancy  to  old  age,  so 
does  society.  No  people  have  been  instantane- 
ously a  commercial  or  a  manufacturing  people. 

The  natural  slate  of  man  is  the  savage  .state 

the  next,  the  pastoral,  and  the  next  the  agricul- 
tural. At  the  settlement  of  our  country,  we  had 
passed  the  first  stages,  and  had  agricultural  habits, 
received  from  the  land  of  our  fathers;  and  our 
commerce  and  manufactures  are  rising  into  exist- 
ence as  rapidly  as  they  ought.  Whenever  agri- 
culture, in  any  country,  has  a  surplus  which  can- 
not be  consumed  by  the  producer,  commerce  rises. 
If  a  country  has,  at  the  same  time,  a  surplus  pro- 
duction, at  any  one  point,  which  cannot  be  ad- 
vantageously employed  in  agriculture,  they  are 
their  own  carriers;  if  not,  other  nations  carry  for 
them.  When  the  people  become  loo  numerous  to 
find  employment  in  agriculture  and  commerce, 
they  necessarily  seek  employment  in  manufactures. 
But  a  small  portion  of  our  country,  and  that  cer- 
tainly not  the  West,  with  its  millions  of  unseated 
lands,  has  ever  found  that  surplus  population 
which  prepares  a  nation  to  manufacture.  The 
manufacturing  age  of  any  nation  is  the  one  which 
precedesand  mingles  with  its  decline.  Not,  indeed, 
often  an  enviable  period  in  its  history;  because, 
as  the  markets  fluctuate,  as  affected  by  war  or 
peace,  or  the  destruction  of  crops,  it  brings  forth 
Us  swarms  of  paupers  and  a  starving  tumultuous 
people,  imploring  Government  to  relieve  them 
from  famine,  and  are  ready  to  join  any  faction. 
In  our  country,  with  our  free  institutions  and  ex- 
tended right  of  suffrage,  the  influence  which  the 
proprietor  of  a  large  manufactory  must  have  over 
those  dependent  on  him  for  bread,  would  be  se- 
verely felt,  in  destroying  the  freedom  of  elections. 
The  command  over  a  man's  means  of  subsistence 
and  that  of  his  family,  independently  of  that  ser- 
vile dispasition  which  dependence  creates,  gives  a 
command  over  his  will  and  his  freedom.  The 
slavish  condition  of  the  laborers  employed  in  man- 
ufactories, and  in  which  they  only  engage  from 
necessity,  has  a  tendency,  also,  to  destroy  Eoib  the 


spirit  of  patriotism  and   the  physical  energy  on 
which  the  nation  might  rely,  from  her  militia,  in 
I  times  of  war.     It  is,  therefore,  calulated  to  impair 
I  our  means  of  national  defence  and  destroy  the  best 
^  feelings  of  patriotism.     I  know  the  correct  man- 
.  ner  in  which   the  manufactories  now  established 
I  are  conducted,  and  the  attention  paid  to  the  pres- 
I  ervation  of  morals.     But  these  establishments  are 
I  now  in  their  infancy,  and  have  a  character  to 
create.     The  time  must  come,  as  it  has  in  other 
countries,  when  the  proprietors  will  be  more  anx- 
ious to  increase  their  wealth  than  preserve  the 
morals  of  their  laborers.     All  experience  shows 
that  the  contagion  of  example  and  the  effect  of  as- 
sociation, where  a  great  number  are  collected  to- 
gether, tends  to  contaminate  the  morals  of  the 
whole.     The  people  of  cities  hence,  are  less  virtu- 
ous than  the  people  dispersed,  in  their  habitations, 
through  the  country.     The  Speaker,  with  a  view 
to  another  point,  states  an  important  fact  in  rela- 
tion to  the  increase  of  our  population.   We  double 
our  population,  he  says,  in  about  twenty-five  years, 
while  scarcely  any  other  nation  has  the  same  re- 
sult in  less  than  a  century.   To  what  other  causes 
can  that  be  attributed  but  to  an  exemption  from 
a  precarious  support,  to   be  obtained   by  labor  in 
manufactories,  and  to   the  ease  with  which  lands 
can  be  procured  and  a  family  supported,  inviting 
to  early  marriages?     lam  not  willing  to  destroy 
this  course  of  national  strength  and  wealth,  by 
forcing  men  from  agriculture.     Who  has  not  wit- 
nessed, with  pleasure,  the  happy  effects  of  emigra- 
tion to  the  new  and  unseated  parts  of  our  coun- 
try ?     A  man,  with  his  wife  and  family  of  small 
children,  leaves  a   part  of  the  country  where  the 
hi^h  price  of  lands  prevent  him  either  from  being 
able  to  purchase  or  rent.     His  earthly  substance, 
with    the  children   unable  to  walk,  are    packed 
upon  a  horse,  followed  tty  himself  and  wife  and 
those  able  to  travel.     In   this  way  he  pursues  a 
journey  of  some    hundreds    if  not    thousands   of 
miles,  seats  himself  on  lands  that  soon  becomes 
his  own  ;  plenty  smiles  around  him,  and  he  dies 
with  the  pleasing  thought  that  his  children  are 
freemen,  and  not  slaves — the  lords  of  the  soil.    On 
a  people  of  such  enterprise,  thus  educated,  you  can 
depend,  in  the  day  of  battle.     There  is  something 
in  the  freedom  of  the  country,  in  the  ownership  of 
the  soil — no  matter  whether  the  proprietor  be  seal- 
ed on  the  fertile  plain,  or  his  habitation   be  perch- 
ed near   the  eagle's  nest  on   the   mountain  side 

which  inspires  a  feeling  of  independence  and  a 
love  of  country  that  nothing  produced   in   any 
other  situation  can  equal.  With  what  enthusiasm, 
in  the  last  war,  did  even  mothers  surrender  their 
darling  sons,  the  only  prop  of  declining  age,  for 
their  country's  defence;  and  with  what  Spartan 
heroism  did  they  offer  their  lives  on  the  northern 
and  northwestern  frontier  and  on  the  plains  of  Or- 
leans ?     While  this  proportion  of  this   kind   of 
population  greatly  exceeds  all  others,  our  national 
defence,    liberty,  and    independence,   are   secure. 
Not  so  when  ihe  manufacturing  class  preponder- 
ates.    We  are  then  verging  to  old  age  and  disso- 
lution.    I  would  not,  willingly,  drive  men  from 
those  pursuits  that  make  them  independent,  palri- 
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otic,  wealthy,  virtuous,  and  happy,  to  those  which 
make  them  poor,  dependent,  servile,  corrupt,  mis- 
erable slaves.  1  would  increase  the  number  of  the 
cultivators  of  the  soil ;  for  there,  should  ever  lib- 
erty desert  our  country,  will  her  last  vestiges  be 
fouad.  If  this  be  ''foreign  policy,"  I  do  not  blush 
to  be  its  advocate. 

This  brings  me,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  examine  the 
probable  effects  of  this  bill  on  the  revenue,  should 
It  pass  into  a  law.  Our  mode  of  collecting  the 
whole  revenue  of  the  country,  from  a  duty  on 
imports,  and  which  is  collected  with  little  expense, 
and  scarcely  felt  by  the  people,  is  peculiar  to  this 
country.  It  must  fail  whenever  it  becomes  our 
mterest  to  manufacture,  instead  of  directing  nearly 
our  whole  force  to  agriculture,  finding  it  more 
advantageous  to  pay  a  duty  averaging  40  or  50 
per  cent,  on  foreigflf  manufactures,  than  to  manu- 
facture for  ourselves.  For,  it  is  evident,  when  our 
state,  as  that  of  England  does  her,  enables  us  to 
manufacture,  the  distance  and  expenses  attending 
importation  will  not  only  protect  our  own  manu- 
factures, but  prohibit  importation.  If  this  state 
of  things  be  permitted  to  arrive  gradually,  we  be- 
come better  able  to  bear  excise  and  direct  taxes, 
and  may  gradually  impose  them  to  meet  the  defi- 
ciency in  the  revenue.  If  brought  upon  us,  at 
this  time,  we  are  wholly  unprepared  to  meet  them, 
and  I  am  certain  would  not  bear  them.  That  the 
design  of  this  bill  is  to  diminitth  importation,  and 
to  act  as  a  prohibition,  we  have  from  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  who  reported  it  to  the 
House.  He  says  we  import,  annually,  upwards 
of  §15,000,000  of  foreign  articles,  which  we  can 
have  as  well,  and  belter,  in  our  own  country,  and 
which,  I  presume,  it  is  intended  to  prohibit,  as 
quickly  as  possible.  If  this  bill  will  not  answer 
the  purpose,  I  have  no  doubt  he  would  consent 
to  report  one  which  would.  But,  sir,  no  declara- 
tion ol"  intention  was  necessary.  No  man  can 
examine  this  bill  without  feeling  that,  regardless 
of  the  design,  the  effect  would  be  to  prohibit,  or 
nearly  so,  the  importation  of  goods,  the  duties  on 
which,  from  a  statement  laid  on  our  tables,  amount 
to  upwards  of  seven  millions  of  dollars.  But,  ad- 
mit it  should  not  go  the  whole  extent  of  prohibi- 
tion to  that  amount,  even  a  considerable  portion 
could  not  be  borne,  and  the  Government  sup- 
ported, without  resort  to  internal  Uxes.  The 
mode  of  laying  the  duty  on  coarse  cottons  and 
woollens,  is  extremely  exceptionable,  because  cal- 
culated to  deceive.  If  the  intention  of  the  com- 
mittee was  to  place  a  duty  of  from  93  J  to  117  per 
cent,  immediately,  and  from  104  to  130,  after 
June,  1825,  on  coarse  woollens  called  plains,  and 
a  duty  of  from  78  to  111  per  cent,  on  printed 
calicoes,  why  not  say  so,  in  direct  terms,  and  not 
make  a  duty  nominally  only  25  per  cent,  by  fixing 
the  price  of'^a  yard  at  one-third  more  than  it  cost, 
make  duty  much  higher  than  it  appears.  The 
duly  on  coarse  cottons,  by  the  tariff  of  1816,  was 
nominally  25  per  cent.,  but  every  yard  was  esti- 
mated to  have  cost  25  cents,  a  price  more  than 
three  times  its  real  cost,  at  the  place  of  manufac- 
ture, and  which  made  the  duly  really  more  than 
80  per  cent.    Here  let  me  remark,  that,  if  the  duty 


of  1816  on  coarse  cottons,  operated  as  a  prohibi- 
tion, as  it  really  did,  the  duty  I  have  mentioned 
on  coarse  calicoes  and  plains  ought  to  have,  and 
would  have,  the  same  effect.  The  proposed  duty 
on  cotton  shirting  is  from  49  to  70  per  cent.;  on  cot- 
ton checks  it  is  from  67 J[  to  70  per  cent ;  on  brown 
Holland,  72  per  cent.;  on  osnaburgs  and  cotton 
bagging,  about  50  per  cent.;  and  on  paper,  about 
66  per  cent.  The  articles  are  selected  to  show 
the  general  character  of  the  hill,  and  to  justify  my 
remark,  which  I  have  made,  that  it  is,  in  its  na- 
ture, prohibitory.  These  calculations  I  have  not 
made,  but  they  are  made  by  those  much  better 
acquainted  with  such  things,  and  who,  I  presume, 
would  not  hazard  their  reputations  by  false  state- 
ments. They  are  principally  found  in  the  memo- 
rial of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  New  York. 
These  duties,  if  they  operate  to  raise  the  price.s,  as 
they  must,  fall  most  heavily  on  a  class  of  people 
the  least  able  to  bear  such  burdens,  the  poor  and 
laboring  class.  A  duty  on  fine  cloths  could  either 
be  paid  by  the  rich,  or  would  leave  them  the  al- 
ternative of  wearing  something  of  an  inferior 
quality ;  but  the  poor  have  no  alternative  but  to 
buy  at  the  prices  for  which  they  are  offered,  or  do 
without  them.  The  experience  of  the  last  war 
also  shows,  that  when  prices  are  unusually  high, 
that  portion  of  the  community  which  can  do  so, 
resort  to  family  manufactures,  and  that  the  use  of 
all  others  is  mucli  diminished.  These  high  dutie5(, 
then,  if  attended  with  any  thing  like  a  correspond- 
ing high  price  of  the  domestic  manufacture,  in- 
stead of  giving  protection  to  domestic  manufac- 
tures, would  diminish  the  consumption,  and  force 
all  who  could  to  supply  their  wants  by  family 
manufactures.     This  was  seen  in  the  last  war. 

The  effect  of  high  duties,  in  producing  smug- 
gling, with  all  its  concomitant  evils,  I  never  can 
view  without  horror.  For  smuggling,  no  coun- 
try— not  even  England — is  so  well  adapted  as  the 
United  States.  An  immense  seacoast,  studded 
with  islands,  and  extending  from  Fassamaquoddy 
to  the  Sabine,  and  a  large  portion  of  that  but 
thinly  populated  ;  by  land,  bounded  on  the  East, 
the  North,  the  Northwest,  and  the  West,  by 
the  territories  of  other  Governments,  a  portion 
of  which  has  a  chain  of  lakes  united  by  rivers, 
to  which  there  are  thousands  of  inlets,  affording 
facilities  to  smuggling.  Hitherto  the  feelings  of 
our  people  have  been  on  the  side  of  the  Govern- 
ment, because  the  duties  have  been  moderate, 
and,  altnough  we  have  the  most  virtuous  people 
on  earth,  the  experience  of  the  restrictive  meas- 
ures preceding  the  last  war,  and  the  war  itself, 
show  that  they  can  be  corrupted.  All  men  are 
liable  to  be  operated  on  by  their  avarice  or  their 
necessities.  A  partof  oneof  ihe  best  prayers  ever 
uttered,  is  "  Lead  us  not  into  temptation."  Do 
not  corrupt  your  people,  by  making  it  their  inter- 
est to  be  corrupt,  or  because  the  demand  for  ne- 
cessary clothing,  which  they  cannot  otherwise 
obtain,  requires  them  to  be  corrupt.  When  you 
do,  you  will  find  Dirk  Haterakki  on  your  coast,  and 
a  people  ready  to  deal  with  and  protect  him  in 
his  illicit  trade.  Some  gentlemen  here  know  that 
the  famous  Laptt  supplied  one  part  of  the  coun- 


try with  goods,  through  Barataria,  during  the 
restrictive  measures  aod  the  last  war,  and  publicly  \ 
walked  the  streets  of  New  Orleans,  in  defiance  of  i 
your  public  officers,  and  m  contemptof  your  laws. 
To  prevent  this,  you  must  increase  the  number  of 
revenue  officers,  now  under  your  moderate  duties 
almost  unnecessary,  except  for  the  mere  purpose 
of  collecting  them. 

But,  sir,  the  gentlemen  have  found  a  remedy  for 
the  deficiency  anticipated  by  themselves,  by  the 
prohibitory  nature  of  this  tariff,  in  the  increase  of 
duty  on  other  articles.  What  are  those  articles? 
Molasses,  spirits,  fruits,  and  silks,  I  presume — the 
proposed  duties  on  which  must  diminish  the  con- 
sumption, if  not  wholly  prohibit  the  importation. 
If  it  were  true  that  an  increase  of  duty  increased 
the  revenue,  it  would  be  easy  to  collect  the  reve- 
nue from  a  few  articles.  Experience  shows  things 
will  bear  a  leasonable  duly,  and  no  more.  Go 
beyond  that,  and  they  are  smuggled,  they  are  adul- 
terated, the  consumption  is  diminished,  or  they 
are  prohibited.  The  maxim  of  Dean  Swift  is 
true,  when  understood,  that,  in  the  science  of  po- 
litical arithmetic,  two  and  two  do  not  always 
make  four.  Reducing  the  duty  oflen  increases  the 
revenue,  and  an  increase  of  the  duty  oflen  dimin- 
ishes the  revenue,  and  the  revenue  does  not  always 
increase  in  the  proportion  the  duty  is  increased. 
These  positions  I  propose  to  illustrate  by  a  few 
of  the  numerous  examples  drawn  from  the  expe- 
rience of  England,  France,  and  the  United  Slates. 
Previously  to  1784,  the  duty  on  tea,  in  England, 
was  four  shillings  a  pound,  and  produced  £180,000; 
and  when  reduced,  in  1745,  to  one  shilling  per 
pound,  produced,  in  1746,  £243,309  in  revenue, 
in  1748,  the  duly  on  tea  was  again  increased,  and 
Huciualed  between  64  and  119  per  cent.,  until 
1784,  with  but  little  increase  of  revenue;  but  the 
adulteration,  by  the  use  of  sloe  and  ash  leaves, 
was  practised  to  an  astonishing  extent.  In  the 
year  1734,  the  duty  was  reduced  to  12^  per  cent., 
and  in  the  two  next  years  the  consumption  was 
trebled, and  in  1819  100  per  cent.  In  1742,  the  high 
duties  on  spirits  ceased,  in  consequence  of  which 
the  revenue  was  increased,  and  morals  improved. 
Let  it  be  remarked,  thai  foreign  spirits  is  one  of 
the  items  in  this  bill,  and  which  now  pays  a  duly 
of  200  per  cent,  on  the  average,  and  the  duly  on 
which  it  is  proposed  again  to  increase — a  duty 
which  is  in  its  nature  prohibitory,  and  from  which 
we  now  derive  a  revenue  of  upwards  of  S2,000,000. 
In  1787,  Mr.  Pitt  reduced  the  duty  on  wine  50 
per  cent.,  by  which  the  revenue  was  increased. 
The  duly  on  coffee  was  increased  in  1805  one- 
third,  by  which  the  revenue  was  diminished  one- 
eighth,  and  in  1806,  one-sixteenth.  It  was  again, 
in  1808,  reduced  from  two  shillings  to  seven 
pence  per  cwl. ;  and  the  revenue,  which,  for  three 
years  preceding  the  reduction,  had  averaged  only 
£166,000,  increased  lo  £195,000.  In  1800,  the 
duty  on  glass  was  doubled,  but  there  was  no  in- 
crease of  the  revenue.  In  1813,  the  duly  on  lea- 
ther was  doubled,  which  might  have  been  expected 
to  double  the  reveni>e  derived  from  that  source; 
but,  although  it  had  previously  produced  £394,000, 
it  only  produced   half  a  million.     The  duty  on 
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wine,  subsequently  to  the  time  I  have  before  men- 
tioned, was  increased ;  and,  in  consequence  of 
that  increase,  the  revenue  was  diminished  one- 
fourth.  A  similar  instance  has  been  cited,  in  the 
course  of  this  discussion,  in  relation  to  the  reve- 
nue of  the  United  States,  of  an  increase  of  reve- 
nue on  wines,  corresponding  with  the  diminished 
duty.  In  France,  in  1775,  Mr.  Turgot  is  said  to 
have  reduced  the  duty,  &c.,  on  fish,  in  the  Paris 
market ;  but  the  revenue  was  not  thereby  in  the 
least  diminished.  From  the  high  duties  proposed 
on  the  articles  from  which  it  is  expected  the  defi- 
ciency in  the  revenue  is  to  be  supplied,  it  appears 
to  me,  if  experience  teaches  any  thing,  the  exam- 
ples I  have  cited  teach  us  to  hope  for  nothing  like 
an  increase  of  revenue.  Although  Mr.  Speaker 
is  prepared  to  recommend  an  excise,  I  confess  I 
feel  some  horror  at  the  name  of  an  exciseman  ; 
and  nothing  but  a  full  conviction  that  nothing  else 
would  support  the  honor,  the  welfare,  and  safety, 
of  my  country,  would  induce  me  to  send  this  odi- 
ous class  of  public  officers  among  the  people. 

I  have  incidentally  shown  the  corrupting  influ- 
ence of  this  policy  on  the  morals  of  the  country, 
by  enlisting  the  feelings  of  the  people  against  the 
Government,  and  in  favor  of  the  smuggler,  and 
by  collecting  people  together  in  numbers;  and  on 
the  liberty  of  the  country,  by  its  influence  on  the 
freedom  of  elections,  and  the  means  of  defence  by 
land  and  sea. 

It  now  becomes  my  duty,  said  Mr.  R.,  to  ex- 
amine some  of  the  reasons  which  are  supposed  lo 
demand  this  extraordinary  interposition  of  ihe 
Grovemment  lo  rescue  a  large  portion  of  the  peo- 
ple, if  not  the  nation,  from  degradation  and  ruin. 
The  balance  of  irade  with  other  nations,  it  is  said, 
is  against  us,  as  appears  from  the  Treasury  re- 
ports, and  books  of  the  custom-houses.  Indeed, 
the  balance  of  trade  has  in  this  way  appeared 
against  us  constantly,  from  the  origin  of  our 
Government,  and  foreign  nations  continue  to  deal 
with  us,  and  we  are  not  ruined.  The  very  sug- 
gestion is  so  ridiculous,  that  had  it  been  confined 
to  the  Philadelphia  mint  of  pamphlets  on  the  tariff, 
where,  I  believe,  it  originated,  I  should  not  have 
deemed  it  worthy  of  notice;  but,  as  it  has  been 
echoed  and  re-echoed  within  these  walls,  I  pro- 
pose lo  give  it  some  examination.  Suppose  an 
American  merchant  exports  from  one  of  the  ports 
of  the  United  States  a  cargo  estimated  at  the  cus- 
tom-house at  §5,000,  which  he  carries  to  the  West 
Indies,  and,  in  exchange,  obtains  the  produce  of 
that  country,  worih  $10,000,  and  which,  instead 
of  bringing  immediately  home,  he  disposes  of  in 
some  port  of  Europe  for  a  cargo  of  merchandise 
valued  ai  §20,000,  which  he  imports  lo  the  very 
place  which  he  had  previously  left  with  a  cargo 
valued  at  $5,000.  In  this  instance  the  balance  of 
trade  appears  to  be  against  us,  as  we  have  im- 
ported $15,000  more  than  we  have  exported  ;  yet, 
$15,000  are  gained  to  the  nation.  Supfwse,  again, 
the  merchant  exports  a  cargo  valued  at  $10,000 
where  exported,  and  which,  at  the  port  of  desti- 
nation, he  is  compelled  to  sell  for  $5,000,  with 
which  he  returns  to  the  United  Slates;  here,  it 
would  appear,  we  are  doing  an  excellent  business, 
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because  a  balance  of  $5,000  more  is  exported  than 
imported,  as  appears  on  the  books  of  the  custom- 
house ;  yet  the  nation  has  lost  $5,000.  The  fal- 
lacy of  this  thing  is,  that,  when  our  trade  is  pros- 
perous, the  balance  is  always  apparently  against 
us,  but  when  our  trade  is  most  disastrous,  the  bal- 
ance appears  in  our  favor,  in  the  way  I  have  men- 
tioned. To  this  you  must  add  many  cases  where 
nothing  is  exported  of  any  value,  and  where  things 
of  value  are  imported,  the  products  of  mere  labor. 
Two  or  three  cases  of  that  kind  may  be  men- 
tioned. We  have  upwards  of  800,000  tons  of  ton- 
nage engaged  in  foreign  trade  and  which  brings 
to  those  engaged  in  it  about  $70,000  per  annum, 
which  is  acquired  by  mere  industry,  is  imported  in 
the  produce  or  manufactures  of  oUier  countries, 
and  appears,  on  the  books  of  the  custom  house, 
that  amount  against  us,  in  "  the  balance  of  trade." 
A  quantity  of  ice  is  annually  carried  from  the 
North  to  the  West  India  Islands,  which  brings  to 
the  United  States,  in  the  produce  of  those  islands, 
about  $100,000,  and  in  that  case,  also,  as  nothing 
is  exported  that  can  be  valued  at  the  custom-house, 
a  balance  of  trade  of  $100,000  appears  against  us, 
A  most  profitable  trade  to  the  Pacitic  presents  also 
a  lar^e  item  in  that  balance  of  trade.  A  fishing 
vessel  leaves  New  England  and  proceeds  to  the 
South  Sea,  where,  by  fishing  or  trade  in  furs,  she 
is  enabled  to  make  a  voyage  to  the  East  Indies  or 
China,  and  returns  with  a  cargo  valued  at  $100,- 
000,  when  her  export  was  nothing;  and,  this, 
a^ain,  swells  the  apparently  unfavorable  balance 
oi  trade. 

It  is  said,  sir,  and  triumphantly  said,  "  Shall  we 
purchase  more  than  we  sell,  and  purchase  to  a  dis- 
advantage ?"  The  meaning  of  this  is,  Are  we 
fools,  and  our  creditors  worse  fools  ?  When  an 
individual  purchases  more  than  he  can  pay  for, 
from  a  merchant,  his  credit  soon  ceases.  English- 
men know  loo  well  their  own  interest  to  continue 
such  a  ruinous  business,  even  if  we  were  disposed 


to  encourage  it. 


It  is  asked,  shall  we  encourage  foreign  work- 
men? I  answer,  yes ;  if  to  our  mutual  advant- 
age ;  and  for  the  same  reason  that  a  man  employs 
a  neighboring  mechanic  to  make  his  boots  and 
shoes,  instead  of  making  them  himself  or  having 
them  made  in  his  own  family. 

"Our  country  is  said  to  be  perpetually  draining 
of  specie."  And  what  is  specie  but  a  mere  com- 
modity, which  we  exchange  for  something  we 
want  more?  Recent  accounts  say  that  from  the 
abundance  of  specie  in  England,  the  exportation 
of  it  to  this  country  has  commenced.  Water  ac- 
cumulated at  any  certain  point  soon  finds  its  level, 
so  silver  seeks  the  place  of  demand,  for  it  passes  in 
and  out  of  a  country  by  a  thousand  secret  chan- 
nels. From  the  estimates  on  this  subject,  we 
have  been  drained,  since  the  commencement  of 
this  Government,  of  more  specie  than  we  ever 
bad. 

"  We  must  be  independent  of  foreign  nations." 
What  God  has  decreed,  man  vainly  attempts  to 
counteract.  The  dependence  of  nations  and  parts 
of  a  nation  on  each  other  are  marked  in  the  va- 
rieties of  soil  and  of  climate,  and  in  the  dispensa- 


tions of  Providence.  Why  does  not  the  soil  and 
climate  of  the  North  bear  the|)roducls  of  the  South, 
or  theSouth  yield  the productsof  the  North?  Why 
is  the  crop  in  one  country  parched  by  drought  or 
blighted  by  mildew,  while  that  of  another  yields 
an  abundant  harvest  ?  These  all  teach  men  and 
nations  that  they  are  and  must  be  dependent  on 
each  other,  and  on  Him  who  formed  the  earth  and 
directs  the  seasons,  and  who  rules  the  affairs  of 
men  and  of  nations.  The  wealthiest  and  most 
powerful  man  is  made  dependent  sometimes  on 
the  humblest  person  in  society.  This  dependence 
pervades  creation,  is  found  among  beings  rational 
and  irrational ;  things  animate  and  inanimate. 

Some  have  alleged,  or  at  least  intimated,  that 
England  has  sent  goods  here  to  destroy  our  infant 
manufactures.  Who  can  believe  such  a  strange 
suggestion  ?  What  nation  could  aflbrd  to  do  it, 
if  willing?  At  the  time  when  England  is  sup- 
posed to  have  made  this  attempt  at  the  destruc- 
tion of  our  manufactures,  her  peo|)le,  like  ours, 
suffered  from  the  sudden  transition  from  war  to 
peace,  and  her  manufactures  were  sacrificed  in 
our  markets,  while  her  commerce  and  her  agri- 
culture suffered  at  home.  The  war  found  employ- 
ment for  a  large  portion  of  her  people,  not  only  id 
the  armies,  but  in  the  formation  of  those  manufac- 
tures necessary  for  the  supply  of  the  army.  Peace 
not  only  diverted  the  wliole  force  previously  em- 
ployed for  the  army  to  manufacture  for  exporta- 
tion, but  abo  found  in  possession  of  the  manufac- 
turer a  stock  on  hand  which  the  war  had  prevented 
him  from  exporting  and  vending.  Our  merchants 
rushed  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  country  by  im- 
portation. Hence,  a  scene  of  universal  distress, 
both  in  England  and  America,  followed  the  tran- 
sition from  war  to  peace,  involving  all  classes  m 
the  common  misery,  and  the  goods  which  the  mer- 
chant or  manufacturer  were  compelled  to  sacrifice 
at  this  period,  are  doubtless  those  which  gentle- 
men have  fancied  imported  for  the  destruction  of 
our  infant  manufacturers.  All  classes  of  men  and 
of  industry  feel  the  loss  of  the  market  war  creates, 
and  time  alone  restores  the  equilibrium.  Tioae 
has  done  the  work  which  it  would  be  madness  to 
destroy. 

The  examples  of  England,  France,  and  Spain, 
have  been  mentiooed  to  show  the  effects  of  this 
admirable  policy  recommended  for  our  adoption. 
From  the  description,  one  would  suppose  that  all 
the  information  we  have  heretofore  received  from 
every  source,  as  to  the  situation  of  the  people  of 
England,  was  false,  and  that  she  had  scarcely  a 
beggar  or  a  pauper  in  her  dominions;  that  her 
agriculture,  her  commerce,  and  her  manufactures, 
were  in  a  most  flourishing  condition ;  while  we 
are  actually  a  starving,  depressed,  miserable  peo- 
ple, whose  commerce  languishes,  whose  agricul- 
ture is  depressed,  and  who  implore  the  aid  of  Gov- 
ernment to  save  them  from  utter  ruin.  We  look 
in  vain  in  this  country  for  the  original  of  such  a 
picture,  and  a  search  in  England  for  that  unex- 
ampled prosperity  depicted  in  such  glowing  colors, 
would  be  equally  fruitless.  .England  compared 
with  some  other  nations  of  Europe  is  compara- 
tively prosperous  as  a  nation;  while  a  large  per- 
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tion  of  her  people  are  without  rights  and  privi- 
leges, a  poor,  wretched,  starved,  miserable  popu 
latioD.     Does  even  the  comparative  happiness  sh^ 
enjoys  proceed  from  protection  lo  her  industry  ^ 
No,  sir;  her  natural  advantages  have  caused  he"" 
to    triumph   over  a   mistaken  policy  which  sh^ 
would  now  abandon,  if  she  dare,  or  if  she  could 
without   the  destruction  of  interests  and  institu- 
tions which  her  own  laws  have  created,  and  which 
it  would  be  unjust  and  impolitic  at  once  to  destroy. 
Opening  her  ports  to  the  produce  of  other  coun- 
tries, and   especially  that  of  the  United  States, 
where,  from  the  low  price  and  good  quality  of  the 
lands,  we  produce  much  with  little  labor,  would 
at  once  force  the  agriculturists  of  that  country, 
now  cultivating  inferior  soil,  to  abandon  it,  from 
an  inability  to  raise  any  thing  at  prices  which 
would  enable   them   to  compete  with   us  in  the 
market.     It  would  make  her  what  she  is  destined 
to  be  from  her  situation,  the  density  of  her  popu- 
lation, and  natural  advantages — a  manufacturing 
nation  ;  but  must,  at  the  same  time,  prostrate  her 
agriculture.     Such   a  sudden  change  would  be 
dangerous  and  unwise.     But  one  period  perhaps 
has  arrived  within  any  recent  time,  and  that  a 
most  calamitous   one  for   agriculture,  when  she 
could  with  safety  have  repealed   her  corn  laws, 
and   that  was  when  the  unusual  abundance  of 
crops  in  the  year  1816,  reduced  the  price  of  corn 
nearly  to  that  for  which  it  could  be  imported.     I 
have  already  shown  that  the  best  protection  for 
our  manufactures  proceeds  from  her  corn  laws, 
and  that  the  very  best  protection  she  could  give 
to  her  manufactures  would  be  to  open  her  ports  to 
the  productions  of  oiher  countries,  by  which  the 
price  of  bread,  of  labor,  and  of  her  manufactures, 
would  be  reduced.     Is  it  true  that  her  manufac- 
tures have  flourished  from  the  protection  extended 
to  them  by  Government?     Such  is  not  the  opin- 
ion of  Mr.  Lowe.     [Here  Mr.  R.  read,  from  page 
168  of  Mr.  Lowe's  work,  a  passage  to  show  that, 
of  the  whole  manufacturing  productions  of  Eng- 
land, consumed  at  home  and  abroad,  estimated  at 
£123,000,000 ;  the  cotton,  woollens,  and  hardware, 
which  is  the  most  profitable  portion  of  them,  and 
which   received   no  protection  from  the  Govern- 
ment, by  duty,  amounted  lo  £80,000,000;  while 
the  chief  protection   had   been  extended    to   the 
manufacture  of  silks  aad  laces,  admitted  to  be  un- 
profitable.!    England  owes  her  prosperity  to  her 
situation,  which  makes  her  a  commercial  nation; 
to  the  limited  extent  of  her  territory,  which  denies 
employment  to  her  people  in  agriculture  ;  lo  her 
system  of  Government,  which  is  comparatively 
free;  and   lo  religious  toleration.     The  persecu- 
tions of  the  Huguenots  on  the  Continent,  also, 
brought  her  the  most  learned  and  skilful  men  in 
Europe,  with  a  knowledge  of  manufactures,  which 
gave  the  first  impetus  to  that  branch  of  her  indus- 
try, and,   in  proportion,  depressed  those   of  the 
countries  from  which  they  were  banished. 

France,  admitted  by  Mr.  Speaker  to  be  the  next 
most  prosperous  nation  of  Europe,  could  not  be 
expected,  when  deprived  of  the  advantages  of 
situation  possessed  by  England,  to  equal  her  in 
those  things  dependent  on  situation,     la  addition 


lo  this,  France  has  long  been  the  scene  of  the 
most  desolating  internal  war,  while  she  has  waged 
a  perpetual  war  with  all  the  Powers  of  Europe,  bv 
which  her  progress  in  those  things  that  flourish 
most  in  times  of  peace  was  necessarily  retarded. 
But  her  people  are  comparatively  happy,  and  are 
less  burdened  with  taxes  on  the  necessaries  of  life 
than  the  British  subjects. 

The  example  of  Spain  is  most  unfortunate  for 
gentlemen  who  advocate  this  system  of  protection. 
Spain,  among  the  most  degraded,  the  most  feeble, 
and  the  least  prosperous  of  European  nations,  is, 
say  the  political  writers,  "a  Government  of  im- 
ports, prohibitions,  duties,  and  monopolies."  The 
wealth  of  her  foreign  possessions,  no  doubt,  con- 
tributed to  hurl  her  from  that  eminence  she  once 
proudly  occupied  among  the  nations;  but,  as  in- 
dustry flourishes  best  when  left  free  to  pursue  its 
own  course,  and  seek  its  place  of  profitable  em- 
ployment, it  is  reasonable  lo  suppose  that  restric- 
tion and  prohibition  contributed  largely  to  crush 
and  depress  it. 

Another  evidence  of  a  most  deplorable  state  of 
things  in  this  country  is  derived  from  a  calcula- 
tion that  our  exi>orts  do  not  increase  in  the  ra- 
tio of  our  population,  or,  if  they  increase,  are  re- 
duced in  price.  There  is  some  satisfaction,  even 
if  this  indicates  a  want  of  prosperity,  which  I  am 
not  willing  to  admit,  that  our  population  doubles 
under  all  those  unfavorable  circumstances  attend- 
ing our  unhappy  condition,  in  about  twenty-five 
years  and  ihat  of  almost  every  other  nation  dou- 
bles in  about  a  century.  Let  it  be  remembered, 
that  a  state  of  freedom  and  of  plenty  alone  are 
favorable  lo  a  rapid  increase  of  population.  Is  it 
not,  let  me  ask,  sir,  reasonable  to  ex|>ect,  when 
the  peace  of  1814,  almost  as  universal  as  the  war 
which  preceded  it,  had  turned  millions  from  the 
destruction  of  their  own  species  to  the  peaceful 
pursuits  of  industry,  that  the  abundance  in  Eu- 
rope created  thereby  should  diminish  their  impor- 
tations, and  the  price,  especially  of  the  products 
of  agriculture? 

Mr.  Speaker  says,  if  we  had  war  on  the  conti- 
nent of  Europe  we  should  have  a  market  for  our 
produce.  So  we  should,  because  the  employments 
of  war,  not  of  the  ^oldler  merely,  as  he  consti- 
lules  but  a  small  part  of  those  lo  whom  employ- 
ment is  given  by  war,  would  divert  the  alteniioa 
of  great  numbers  from  the  production  of  necessa- 
ries. It  produces  an  unnatural  excitement,  and 
^ives  a  factitious  value  to  every  thing.  And 
hence  the  return  of  peace,  which  ought  to  bring 
nothing  but  blessings,  brings  in  its  train  a  reduc- 
tion of  the  price  of  every  thing,  and  bankruptcy 
and  ruin  on  all  classes.  It  is  the  most  depressed 
and  dangerous  crisis  in  the  existence  of  a  nation, 
as  we  are  loo  apt  to  apply  legislative  remedy  for 
what  lime  alone  can  heal.  Another  cause  why 
our  exports  should  be  diminished  in  price,  if  the 
want  of  a  demand  abroad  were  not  sufficient,  is, 
that,  from  the  vastquaniity  of  public  lands  within 
our  limits,  and  the  preference  men  have  for  breath- 
ing the  free  air  of  the  country,  the  ratio  of  our 
population  engaged  in  agriculture  increases  more 
rapidly  than  liiai  of  those  engaged  in  other  pur- 
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suits,  and  with  that  increase  the  agricultural  pro- 
ductions also  increase,  and  with  that  is  the  dimi- 
nution of  price.  Hence,  as  Mr.  Speaker  justly 
observes,  the  price  of  the  produce  of  every  section 
of  the  country  is  falling,  and  must  continue  to 
fall;  and  commerce  also  feels  the  s^ame  tfiects. 
From  this  languishing  and  sufifering,  Mr.  Speaker 
would  most  graciously  relieve  us  by  his  policy,  as 
the  aged,  deformed,  and  sick,  of  some  countries, 
are  relieved,  by  giving  a  finishing  blow  to  their 
existence.  The  only  remedy  that  can  be  safely 
applied  tosuch  an  evil  is  to  live  on  our  abundance, 
and  bring  our  expenditures  down  to  the  means  we 
possess. 

The  effect  of  this  system  which  is  designed  to 
tax  the  sugar,  the  cotton,  and  tobacco  planter,  and 
the  grower  of  nice  in  the  South,  for  the  benefit  of 
other  sections  of  the  country  supposed  to  be  less 
prosperous,  would,  as  I  have  shown,  destroy  our 
market ;  because,  if  we  do  not  import  we  cannot 
expect  to  export ;  or,  as  Mr.  Speaker  would  have 
it,  "if  we  export  we  will  import;"'  or  if  we  buy 
nothing  of  them,  (other  nations,)  they  can  buy 
nothing  of  us  ;  or,  as  Mr.  Speaker  would  have  it, 
"  if  they  buy  nothing  of  us,  we  can  buy  nothing 
of  them."  But  all  parts  would  feel  this  wound, 
as  the  cautery  applied  to  one  part  of  the  body  af- 
fects the  whole  system.  The  North  would  feel  it 
in  her  navigating  interest,  now  employed  in  car- 
rying those  raw  materials  to  other  nations,  and 
returning  with  their  manufactures,  and  in  the  de- 
struction of  our  market  for  her  produce  and  her 
manufactures  used  in  agriculture.  I  have  already 
shown  that  it  must  cripple,  if  not  prostrate,  her 
commerce,  her  ship-buildiog,  and  her  trade  with 
the  West  Indies. 

With  the  West,  it  appears  to  me  like  a  rebel- 
lion of  the  members  against  the  body.  It  is  true 
we  export,  but  the  amount  received  from  those 
exports  is  only  apparently  larger  in  our  favor,  in- 
asmuch as  we  are  the  consumers  of  your  produce, 
dependent  on  you  for  our  implements  of  husband- 
ly, the  means  of  sustaining  life,  and  almost  every 
thing  except  our  land  and  negroes  ;  all  of  which 
draws  much  from  the  apparent  profits  and  advan- 
tages. In  proportion  as  you  diminish  our  expor- 
tations,  you  diminish  our  means  of  purchasing 
from  you,  and  destroy  your  own  market.  You 
will  compel  us  to  use  those  advantages  of  soil  and 
of  climate  which  God  and  nature  have  placed 
within  our  reach,  and  to  live,  as  to  you,  as  you 
desire  us  to  live  as  to  foreign  nations — dependent 
on  our  own  resources.  I  have  already  attempted 
to  show  that  this  home  market  is  nil  a  fallacy. 
When  we  consider  the  few  who  must  be  employed 
in  consequence  of  the  improvements  in  machinery; 
the  limited  nature  of  your  market,  from  the  ina- 
bility of  your  manufacturers  to  compete  in  foreign 
markets,  is  it  not  reasonable  to  suppose  that,  if 
Great  Britain,  from  her  own  soil,  supports  a  pop- 
ulation of  upwards  of  21,000,000,  a  very  small 
proportion  of  whom  are  engaged  in  agriculture, 
that  Pennsysvania,  or  Ohio,  alone,  could  furnish 
bread  for  the  very  small  proportion  of  10,000,000 
of  people  in  this  country,  to  be  engaged  in  manu- 
factures?   The  greatest  number,  and  even  that  ex- 


aggerated greatly  beyond  a  correct  estimate,  which 
Mr.  Speaker  could  employ  on  manufactures,  was 
500,000,  and  these  are  to  consume  the  surplus 
products  of  twenty  out  of  the  twenty-seven  States 
and  Territories  of  the  United  Stales,  with  some 
fractions  of  the  remaining  seven,  slated  by  Mr. 
Speaker  to  be  grain  growing  States  and  Territo- 
ries. The  idea,  then,  of  a  home  market,  is  with- 
out reason  or  truth.  The  effect  of  this  system 
would  only  be  felt  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
the  large  manufacturing  establishments.  Can 
you  manufacture  in  the  Wesl  ?  The  principal 
article  manufactured  heretofore  in  Kentucky  is 
cotton  bagging.  In  this,  you  are  now  protected 
by  a  duty  of  20  per  cent.,  to  which  is  added  the 
10  per  cent,  in  calculation  of  the  duties,  which 
would  make  the  whole  duty  about  22^  per  cent. 
You  have  also  "  ten  acres  of  land  for  one  in  Eu- 
rope, fit  only  for  the  cultivation  of  hemp;"  it  re- 
quires little  capital  to  manufacture  hemp;  your 
navigable  streams  enable  you  to  transport  it  at  a 
small  expense,  to  the  market ;  yet,  you  are  not 
able  to  compete,  in  our  own  markets,  with  Inver- 
ness and  Dundee,  (names  I  have  heard  so  often 
they  sound  harshly  in  my  ear,)  who  purchase  the 
hemp  raised  by  the  "serfs"  of  Russia,  transport 
it  to  Scotland,  and  there  manufacture  it ;  after- 
wards transport  it  to  the  United  States,  paying 
freight,  insurance,  commissions,  and  profits,  in 
addition  to  the  duty  of  about  22^  per  cent.  Does 
not  this  show  that  the  evil  lies  deeper  than  want 
of  protection  ?  That,  if  you  could  manufacture, 
your  manufactures  are  already  sufficiently  pro- 
tected ?  We  are  willing,  from  the  South,  to  sub- 
mit to  any  thing  to  which, as  a  people,  we  ought  to 
submit ;  but  we  are  not  willing  to  have  the  indus- 
try of  our  people  taxed  to  enable  your  manufac- 
turers to  demand  of  us  50  per  cent.,  the  proposed 
duty,  more  than  we  give  for  the  foreign  fabric. 
When  we  examine  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  we 
understand  you  to  mean  by  proUction^  nothing  lets 
than  prohibition,  and  by  "keeping  you  steady," 
the  exclusion  of  foreign  manufactures.  But,  sir, 
suppose  the  West  procures  the  passage,  do  you 
suppose  Brother  Jonathan  will  not  reap  the  ad- 
vantages of  it  7  The  people  of  New  England 
have  the  necessary  capital,  industry,  economy, 
and  density  of  population,  all  of  which  must  pre- 
cede manufactures.  These  will  enable  them  to 
sell  their  manufactures  under  the  very  walls  of 
your  manufacturing  establishments.  They  will 
not  manufacture  the  cotton  bagging  alone,  but 
raise  the  hemp,  and  drive  you  from  our  market. 
Against  Inverness  and  Dundee,  the  duty,  and  the 
peculiar  advantages  of  your  situation,  give  you 
reasonable  protection  ;  but,  against  this  domestic 
competition,  you  can  neither  ask  nor  have  any 
protection  from  the  Government,  unless,  in  the 
folly  of  legislating  the  people  into  wealth,  and 
creating  markets,  we  should  attempt  to  protect 
the  several  sections  of  the  Union  against  the  com- 
petition of  the  other. 

Opinions  have  been  mentioned,  and  among 
others,  that  of  the  Executive  Magistrate  of  the 
nation.  I  regret  the  course  his  communications 
have  pursued,  in  relation  to  this  subject,  because 
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they  are  calculated  to  keep  alive  the  restless  spirit 
of  those  who  are  anxious  to  adopt  the  policy  of 
other  nations,  by  intimating  that  something  can, 
and  probably  ought,  to  be  done.  "  1  would  he 
were  either  hot  or  cold."  "  A  judicious  revision 
of  the  tariff"  means  nothing — as  almost  the  only 
question  is,  What  is  a  judicious  revision  ?  If  he 
would  declare  for  or  against  the  tariff,  in  the 
shape  it  has  for  years  past  been  presented  to  this 
House,  and  agitated  the  nation,  we  could  give  to 
that  opinion  such  weight  as  we  might  suppose  it 
entitled  to  have;  but  at  present  we  have  nothing 
tangible,  no  opinion  to  support  us,  and  no  opinion 
to  combat.  The  opinions  of  the  Emperor  Alex- 
ander and  of  Napoleon  cannot  thus  be  mistaken  ; 
and,  so  far  as  the  opinions  of  monarchs  and 
despots  are  entitled  to  weight,  support  the  tariff. 
Their  principles  and  opinions  in  favor  of  what 
Mr.  Speaker  was  pleased  to  call  "an  American 
policy,"  in  opposition  to  what  he  calls  "a  foreign 
policy,"  is  better  suited  to  their  own  arbitrary 
Governments,  than  to  our  Government  of  laws. 
Experience  is  better  than  opinion,  and  experience 
shows  that  the  American  policy,  which  imposes  ! 
duty  for  revenue  merely,  or  what  I  have  described 
as  tailing  strictly  within  the  meaning  of  protec- 
tion, and  which  has  hitherto  been  called  an  Ameri- 
can policy,  can,  in  a  few  years,  elevate  a  nation 
to  unexampled  prosperity;  while  the  foreign  pol- 
icy, attempted  to  be  introduced  in  its  place,  may 
be  safely  lel^t  to  arbitrary  Governments  and  the 
oppressed  of  other  nations.  This  fair  American, 
the  bantling  of  Mr.  Speaker,  was  born,  has  grown 
to  manhood,  and  approached  old  age,  in  a  foreign 
country — is  not  yet  naturalized  here,  and  I  hope 
never  will  be. 

"  Be  of  good  cheer,"  ye  tariff-men  ;  in  the  end 
you  will  triumph.  Let  me  assure  gentlemen,  that 
such  a  triumph  must  be  of  short  duration.  There 
is  but  a  step  between  the  throne  and  the  scaffold. 
When  the  [)eo{)le  shall  have  discovered  that  this 
home  market  is  all  a  fallacy ;  that  the  cry  for  the 
protection  of  manufactures,  and  domestic  indus- 
try, has  been  raised  by  those  interested,  or  seeking 
to  be  interested  in  such  establishments;  that  it  is 
a  triumph  over  that  truly  American  policy  which 
has  made  us  great  and  happy  ;  and  has  estab- 
lished in  its  place  that  policy  which  has  ground 
down  and  oppressed  the  people  of  other  nations ; 
that  it  exposes  their  houses  to  the  scrutinizing 
and  hateful  inspection  of  the  exciseman,  and  the 
fruits  of  their  industry  to  be  wasted  by  the  tax 
gatherer;  that  it  contaminates  the  morals  of  the 
people,  prostrates  all  the  best  interests  of  the  coun- 
try, and  saps  the  foundation  of  its  liberty,  this 
triumph  will  soon  end.  This  beautiful  fabric, 
erected  with  so  much  care  and  industry,  will  bury 
in  its  ruins  its  most  zealous  advocates.  From 
such  a  triumph,  may  Heaven,  in  infinite  mercy, 
deliver  this  nation. 

When  Mr.  R.  concluded — 
Mr.  Webster,  of  Massachusetts,  took  the  floor 
and  continued  his  observations  till  past  3  o'clock, 
whan  he  gave  way  for  a  motion  that  the  Com- 
mittee rise. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


Frioay,  April  2. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Charles  Gwynn,  of  Baltimore,"  reported 
the  same  without  amendment,  and  it  was  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  an  act 
to  perfect  certain  locations  and  sales  oi  the  lands 
in  Missouri,  passed  April  26, 1822,"  reported  that, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  the  said  bill 
ought  not  to  pass ;  and  the  bill  was  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Wright,  from  the  Committee  to  which 
was  referred  a  Message  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  in  relation  to  the  title  of  the  Uni- 
ted Brethren  for  propagating  the  Gospel  among 
the  Heathen,  to  certain  tracts  of  land,  made  a 
report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  providing  for  the 
disposition  of  three  several  tracts  of  land,  in  Tus- 
carawas county,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  for 
other  purposes;  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
to-morrow. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  con- 
cerning certain  acts  of  James  Miller,  as  Governor 
of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a 
third  time  to-morrow. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  al- 
tering the  times  of  holding  the  courts  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,"  was  read  twice,  and  ordered 
to  be  read  a  third  time  to-day. 

The  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to  which 
is  committed  the  bill  to  authorize  the  executors  of 
John  B.  Mebane  to  collect  certain  arrears  of  inter- 
nal tax,  were  discharged  from  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  same,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  of  this  House, 
entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  for 
the  year  1824,"  with  amendments.  The  Senate 
have  also  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supple- 
mentary to  the  several  acts  providing  for  ascer- 
taining and  adjusting  the  titles  an/1  claims  to  land 
in  St.  Helena  and  Jackson  Courthouse  land  dis- 
tricts ;"  in  which  amendments  and  last  mentioned 
bill  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  al- 
tering the  time  for  holding  the  courts  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,"  was  read  the  third  time; 
when  a  motion  was  made,  by  Mr.  Little,  that 
the  bill  be  laid  on  the  table. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
W^hole,  on  the  bill  "  to  amend  the  several  acts 
laying  duties  on  imports,"  Mr.  Condict  in  the 
Chair. 

Mr.  Webster  resumed  and  concluded  his  speech 
on  the  general  principles  of  the  bill,  and  in  oppo- 
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sition  to  its  passage  in  its  present  shape.     His 
speech  follows  entire : 

Mr.  Chairman:  I  will  avail  myself  of  the  pres- 
ent occasion  to  make  some  remarks  on  certain 
principles  and  opinions  which  have  been  recently 
advanced,  and  on  those  considerations  which,  m 
ray  judgment,  ought  to  govern  us  in  deciding 
upon  the  several  and  respective  parts  of  this  very 
important  and  complex  measure.  I  can  truly  say 
that  this  is  a  painful  duty.  I  deeply  regret  the 
necessity,  which  is  likely  to  be  imposed  upon  me, 
of  giving  a  general  affirmative  or  negative  vote 
on  the  whole  of  the  bill.  I  cannot  but  think  this 
mode  of  proceeding  liable  to  great  objections.  It 
exposes  both  those  who  support,  and  those  who 
oppose,  the  measure,  to  very  unjust  and  injurious 
misapprehensions.  There  may  be  good  reasons 
for  favoring  some  of  the  provisions  of  the  bill, 
and  equally  strong  reasons  for  opposing  others; 
and  these  provisions  do  not  stand  to  each  other  in 
the  relation  of  principal  and  incident.  If  that 
■were  the  case,  those  who  are  in  favor  of  the  prin- 
cipal might  forego  their  opinions  upon  incidental 
and  subordinate  provisions.  But  the  bill  proposes 
enactments  entirely  distinct,  and  different  from 
one  another  in  character  and  tendency.  Some  of 
its  clauses  are  intended  merely  for  revenue;  and, 
of  those  which  regard  the  protection  of  home 
manufactures,  one  part  stands  upon  very  different 
grounds  from  those  of  other  parts.  So  that  pro- 
bably every  gentleman  who  may  ultimately  5up- 
port  the  bill,  will  vote  for  much  which  his  judg- 
ment does  not  approve;  and  those  who  oppose  it, 
will  oppose  something  which  they  would  very 
gladly  support. 

Being  intrusted  with  the  interests  of  a  district 
highly  commercial,  and  deeply  interested  in  manu- 
factures also,  I  wish  to  state  my  opinions  on  the 
present  measure;  not  as  on  a  whole,  for  it  has  no 
entire  and  homogeneous  character;  but  as  on  a 
collection  of  different  enactments,  some  of  which 
meet  my  approbation,  and  some  of  which  do  not. 

And  allow  me,  sir,  in  the  first  place,  to  state  my 
regret,  if,  indeed,  I  ought  not  to  express  a  warmer 
sentiment,  at  the  names,  or  designations,  which 
Mr.  Speaker  has  seen  fit  to  adopt  for  the  purpose 
of  describing  the  advocates  and  the  opposers  of 
the  present  bill.  It  is  a  question,  he  says,  between 
the  friends  of  an  "American  policy,"  and  those  of 
a  "foreign  policy."  This,  sir,  is  an  assumption 
which  I  take  the  liberty  most  directly  to  deny. 
Mr.  Speaker  certainly  intended  nothing  invidious 
or  derogatory  to  any  part  of  the  House  by  this 
mode  ot  denominating  friends  and  enemies.  But 
there  is  power  in  names,  and  this  manner  of  dis- 
tinguishing those  who  favor  and  those  who  op- 
pose particular  measures,  may  lead  to  inferences 
to  which  no  member  of  the  House  can  submit. 
It  may  imply  that  there  is  a  more  exclusive  and 
peculiar  regard  to  American  interests  in  one  class 
of  opinions  than  in  another.  Such  an  implica- 
tion is  to  be  resisted  and  repelled.  Every  mem- 
ber has  a  right  to  the  presumption  that  he  pursues 
what  he  believes  to  be  the  interest  of  his  country, 
with  as  sincere  a  zeal  as  any  other  member.  I 
claim  this  in  my  own  case;  and,  while  I  shall  not, 


for  any  purpose  of  description,  or  convenient  ar- 
rangement, use  terms  which  may  imply  any  dis- 
respect to  other  men's  opinions,  much  less  any 
imputations  of  other  mens  motives,  it  is  my  duty 
to  take  care  that  the  use  of  such  terms  by  others, 
be  not,  against  the  will  of  those  who  adopt  them, 
made  to  produce  a  false  impression.  Indeed,  sir, 
it  is  a  little  astonishing,  if  it  seemed  convenient  to 
Mr.  Speaker,  for  the  purposes  of  distinction,  tcy 
make  use  of  the  terms  "American  |>olicy,"  and 
"foreign  policy,"  that  he  should  not  have  applied 
them  in  a  manner  precisely  the  reverse  of  that  in 
which  he  has  in  fact  used  them.  If  names  are 
thought  necessary,  it  would  be  well  enough,  one 
would  think,  that  the  name  should  be,  in  some 
measure,  descriptive  of  the  thing;  and  since  Mr. 
Speaker  denominates  the  policy  which  he  recom- 
mends "a  new  policy  in  this  country;"  since  he 
speaks  of  the  present  measure  as  a  new  era  in  our 
legislation  ;  since  he  professes  to  invite  us  to  de- 
part from  our  accustomed  course,  to  instruct  our- 
selves by  the  wisdom  of  others,  and  to  adopt  the 
policy  of  the  most  distinguished  foreign  States, 
one  is  a  little  curious  to  know  with  what  propri- 
ety of  speech  this  imitation  of  other  nations  is  de- 
nominated an  "American  policy,"  while,  on  the 
contrary,  a  preference  for  our  own  established 
system,  as  it  now  actually  exists,  and  always  has 
existed,  is  called  a  "foreign  policy."  This  favor- 
ite American  policy  is  what  America  has  never 
tried  ;  and  this  odious  foreign  policy  is  what,  as 
we  are  told,  foreign  States  have  never  pursued. 
Sir,  that  is  the  truest  American  policy  which 
shall  most  usefully  employ  American  capital,  and 
American  labor,  and  best  .sustain  the  whole  popu- 
lation. With  me  it  is  a  fundamental  axiom,  it  is 
interwoven  with  all  my  opinions,  that  the  great 
interests  of  the  country  are  united  and  insepara- 
ble; that  agriculture,  commerce,  and  manufac- 
tures, will  prosper  together,  or  languish  together; 
and  that  all  legislation  is  dangerous  which  pro- 
poses to  benefit  one  of  these  without  looking  to 
consequences  which  may  fall  on  the  others. 

Passing  from  this,  sir,  I  am  bound  to  say  that 
Mr.  S(>eaker  began  his  able  and  impressive 
speech  at  the  proper  point  of  inquiry  ;  I  mean  the 
present  stale  and  condition  of  the  country  ;  al- 
though I  am  so  unfortunate,  or  rather,  although  I 
am  so  happy,  as  to  differ  from  him  very  widely 
in  regard  to  that  condition.  I  dissent  entirely 
from  the  justice  of  that  picture  of  distress  which 
he  has  drawn.  I  have  not  seen  the  reality,  and 
know  not  where  it  exists.  Within  my  observa- 
tion there  is  no  cause  for  so  gloomy  and  terrify- 
ing a  representation.  In  respect  to  the  New  Eng- 
land States,  with  the  condition  of  which  I  am,  of 
course,  most  acquainted,  the  present  appears  to 
me  a  period  of  very  general  prosperity.  Not,  in- 
deed, a  time  for  great  profits  and  sudden  acquisi- 
tion ;  not  a  day  of  extraordinary  activity  and  suc- 
cessful .speculation.  There  is,  no  doubt,  a  con- 
siderable depression  of  prices,  and,  in  some  degree, 
a  stagnation  of  business.  But  the  case  presented 
by  Mr.  Speaker  was  not  one  of  depression,  but  of 
distress;  of  universal,  pervading,  intense  distress, 
limited  to  no  class,  and  to  no  place.     We  are  re- 
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presented  as  on  the  very  verge  and  brink  of  na- 
tional rum.  So  far  from  acquies^cing  in  these 
opinions,  I  believe  there  has  been  no  period  in 
which  the  general  prosperity  was  better  secured, 
or  rested  on  a  more  solid  foundation.  As  appli- 
cable to  the  Eastern  Statei>,  I  put  this  remark  to 
their  Representatives,  and  ask  them  if  it  is  not 
true.  When  has  there  been  a  time  in  which  the 
means  of  living  have  been  more  accessible  and 
more  abundant  ?  when  labor  was  rewarded,  I  do 
not  say  with  a  larger,  but  with  a  more  certain 
success  ?  Profit.s,  indeed,  are  lower;  in  some  pur- 
suits of  life,  which  it  is  not  proposed  to  benefit, 
but  to  burden,  by  this  bill,  very  low.  But  still  I 
am  unacquainted  with  any  proofs  of  extraor- 
dinary distress.  What,  indeed,  are  the  general 
indicanons  of  the  state  of  the  country  ?  There  is 
no  famine  nor  pestilence  in  the  land,  nor  war, 
nor  desolation.  There  is  no  writhing  under  the 
burden  of  taxation.  The  means  of  subsistence 
are  abundant ;  and  at  the  very  moment  when  the 
miserable  condition  of  the  country  is  asserted,  it 
is  admitted  that  the  wages  of  labor  are  high,  in 
comparison  with  those  of  any  other  country.  A 
country,  then,  enjoying  a  profound  peace,  a  per- 
fect civil  liberty,  with  the  means  of  subsistence 
cheap  and  abundant,  with  the  reward  of  labor 
sure,  and  its  wages  higher  than  anywhere  else, 
cannot  be  represented  in  gloom,  melancholy,  and 
distress,  but  by  the  effort  of  extraordinary  powers 
of  tragedy. 

Even  if,  in  judging  of  this  question,  we  were 
to  regard  only  those  proofs  to  which  we  have 
been  referred,  we  shall  probably  come  to  a  conclu- 
sion somewhat  ditlerent  from  that  which  has  been 
drawn.  Our  exports,  for  example,  although  cer- 
tainly less  than  in  some  years,  were  not,  last  year, 
so  much  below  an  average,  formed  upon  the  ex- 
ports of  a  series  of  years,  and  putting  those  ex- 
ports at  a  fixed  value,  as  might  be  supposed.  The 
exports  of  agricultural  products,  of  animals,  if  the 
products  of  the  forest,  of  the  sea,  together  with 
gunpowder,  spirits,  and  sundry  unenumerated  ar- 
ticles, amounted,  in  the  several  years,  to  the  fol- 
lowing sums,  viz: 

In  1790 827,716,152 

1804 33,842,316 

1807 38,465,854 

Coming  up,  now,  to  our  own  times,  and  taking 
the  exports  of  the  years  1821,  1822,  and  1823,  of 
the  same  articles  and  products,  at  the  same  prices, 
they  stand  thus: 

In  1821 $15,643,175 

1822 48,782,295 

1823. 55,803,491 

Mr.  Speaker  has  taken  the  very  extraordinary 
year  of  1S03,  and,  adding  to  the  exportation  of 
that  year,  what  he  thinks  ought  to  have  been  a 
just  augmentation,  in  proportion  to  the  increase  of 
our  population,  he  swells  the  result  to  a  magnitude, 
which,  when  compared  with  our  actual  exports, 
would  exhibit  a  great  deficiency.  But  is  there 
any  justice  in  this  mode  of  calculation  ?  In  the 
first  place,  as  before  observed,  the  year  1803  was 
a  year  of  extraordinary  exportation.    By  refer- 


ence to  the  accounts,  that  of  the  article  of  floor,, 
for  example,  there  was  an  export  that  year  of 
1,300,000  barrels;  but  the  very  next  year  it  fell 
to  800,000,  and  the  next  year  to  700,000.  In  the 
next  place,  there  never  was  any  reason  to  expect 
that  the  increase  of  our  exports  of  agricultural 
products,  would  keep  pace  with  the  increa.se  of 
our  population.  That  would  be  against  all  expe- 
rience. It  is,  indeed,  most  desirable,  that  there 
should  be  an  augmented  demand  for  the  products  of 
agriculture';  but,  nevertheless,  the  official  returns 
of  our  exports  do  not  show  that  absolute  want  of 
all  foreign  market,  which  has  been  so  strongly 
stated. 

But  there  are  other  means  by  which  to  judge 
of  the  general  condition  of  the  people.     The  quan- 
tity of  the  means  of  subsistence  consumed,  or,  to 
make  use  of  a  phraseology  better  suited  to  the 
condition  of  our  own  people,  the  quantity  of  the 
comforts  of  life  enjoyed,  is  one  of  those  means. 
It  so  happens,  indeed,  that  it  is  not  so  easy  in  this 
country,  as  elsewhere,  to  ascertain  facts,  of  this 
sort,  with  accuracy.     Where  most  of  the  articles 
of  subsistence  and  most  of  the  comforts  of  life  are 
taxed,  there  is,  of  course,  great  facility  in  ascer- 
taining, from  official  statements,  the  amount  of 
consumption.     But  in  this  country,  most  fortu- 
nately,  the   Government  neither  knows,   nor   is 
concerned  to  know,  the  annual  consumption  ;  and 
estimates  can  only  be  formed   in  another  mode, 
and  in  reference  only  to  a  few  articles.     Of  these 
articles,  tea  is  one.     Its  use  is  not  quite  a  luxury, 
and  yet  is  something  above  the  absolute  necessa- 
ries of  life.     Its  consumption,  therefore,  will  be 
diminished  in  times  of  adversity,  and  augmented 
in  times  of  prosperity.     By  deducting  the  annual 
export  from  the  annual  import,  and  taking  a  num- 
ber of  years  together,  we  may  arrive  at  a  probable 
estim&te  of  consumption.     The  average  of  eleven 
years,  from  1790  to  1800,  inclusive,  will  be  found 
to  be  two  millions  and  a  half  of  pounds.     From 
1801  to  1812,  inclusive,  three  millions  seven  hun- 
dred thousand  ;  and  the  average  of  the  last  three 
years,  to  wit,  1821,  1822,  and  1823,  five  millions 
and  a  half.     Having  made  a  just  allowance  for 
the  increase  of  our  numbers,  we  shall  still  find,  I 
think,  from  these  statements,  that  there  is  no  dis- 
tress which  has  limited  our  means  of  subsistence 
and  enjoyment. 

In  forming  an  opinion  of  the  degree  of  general 
prosperity,  we  may  regard,  likewise,  the  progress 
of  internal  improvements,  the  investment  of  capi- 
tal in  roads,  bridges,  and  canals.  All  these  prove 
a  balance  of  income  over  expenditure;  they  are 
evidence  that  there  is  a  surplus  of  profits,  which 
the  present  generation  is  usefully  vesting  for  the 
benefit  of  the  next.  It  cannot  be  denied  that,  in 
this  particular,  the  progress  of  the  country  is 
steady  and  rapid. 

We  may  look,  too,  to  the  expenses  of  educa- 
tion. Areour  colleges  deserted?  Do  fathers  find 
themselves  less  able  than  usual  to  educate  their 
children?  It  will  be  found,  I  imagine,  that  the 
amount  paid  for  the  purpose  of  education  is  con- 
stantly increasing,  and  that  the  schools  and  col- 
leges were  never  more  full  than  at  the  present 
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momeDt.  I  may  add  that  the  eDdowrfient  of  pub- 
lic charities,  the  contributions  to  objects  of  gen- 
eral benevolence,  whether  foreign  or  domestic, 
ihe  munificence  of  individuals  towards  what  ever 
promises  to  benefit  the  community,  are  all  so  many 
proofs  of  national  jprosperity.  And,  finally,  there 
is  no  defalcation  of  revenue,  no  pressure  of  taxa- 
tion. 

The  general  result,  therefore,  of  a  fair  exami- 
nation of  the  present  condition  of  things,  seems  to 
me  to  be  that  there  is  a  considerable  depression  of 
prices  and  curtailment  of  profit;  and,  in  some 
parts  of  the  country,  it  must  be  admitted  there  is 
a  great  degree  of  pecuniary  enibarrasj^ment,  arising 
from  the  difficulty  of  paying  debts  which  were 
i:ontracted  when  prices  were  high.  With  these 
qualifications,  the  general  state  of  the  country 
may  be  said  to  be  prosperous  ;  and  these  are  not 
sumcient  to  give  to  tbe  whole  face  of  afiairs  any 
appearance  of  general  distress. 

Supposing  the  evil,  then,  to  be  a  depression  of 
prices,  and  a  partial  pecuniary  pressure,  the  next 
inquiry  is  into  the  causes  of  that  evil;  and  it  ap- 
pears to  me  that  there  are  several;  and,  in  this 
respect,  I  think,  too  much  has  been  imputed,  by 
Mr.  Speaker,  to  the  sinale  cause  of  the  diminu- 
tion of  exports.  Cop«tcted,  as  we  are,  with  all 
the  commercial,  nations  of  the  world,  and  having 
observed  great  changes  to  take  place  elsewhere, 
we  should  consider  whether  the  causes  of  those 
changes  have  not  reached  us,  and  whether  we  are 
not  suffering  by  the  operation  of  those  causes,  in 
common  with  others.  Undoubtedly  there  has 
been  a  great  fall  in  the  price  of  all  commodities 
throughout  the  commercial  world,  inconsequence 
of  the  restoration  of  a  stale  of  peace.  When  the 
allies  entered  France  in  1814,  prices  rose  aston- 
ishingly fast  and  very  high.  Colonial  produce, 
for  instance,  in  the  ports  of  this  country,  as  well 
as  elsewhere,  sprung  up  suddenly  from  the  lowest 
to  the  highest  extreme.  A  new  and  vast  demand 
was  created  for  the  commodities  of  trade.  These 
were  the  natural  consequences  of  the  great  po- 
litical changes  which  then  took  place  in  Europe. 

We  are  to  consider,  too,  that  our  own  war  crea- 
ted new  demand,  and  that  a  Government  expen- 
diture of  25,000,000  or  30,000,000  a  year,  had  the 
usual  effect  of  enhancing  prices.     We  are  obliged 
to  add,  that  the  paper  issues  of  our  banks  carried 
the  same  eff'ect  still  further.     A  depreciated  cur- 
rency existed  in  a  great  part  of  the  country — de- 
preciated to  such  an  extent  as  that,  at  one  time, 
exchange  between  the  centre  and  the  north,  was 
as  high  as  20  per  cent.     The  Bank  of  the  United 
States  was  instituted  to  correct  this  evil;  but,  for 
causes  which  it  is  not  necessary  now  to  enumer- 
ate, it  did  not,  for  some  years,  bring  back  the  cur- 
rency of  the  country  to  a  sound  state.     This  de- 
preciation of  the  circulatingcurrency  was  so  much 
of  course,  added  to  the  nominal  prices  of  commo- 
dities,  and    these  prices    thus    unnaturally  high, 
seemed,  to  those  who  looked  only  at  the  appear- 
ance, to  indicate  great  prosperity.     But  such  pros- 
perity is  more  specious  than  real.     It  would  have 
Deen   better,  probably,  as  the  shock  would   have 
been  less,  if  prices  had  fallen  sooner.    At  length, 


however,  they  fell ;  and,  as  there  is  little  doubt 
that  certain  events  in  Europe  had  an  influence  in 
determining  the  lime  at  which  this  fall  should 
take  place,  I  will  advert  shortly  to  some  of  tbe 
principal  of  those  events. 

In  May,  1819,  the  British  House  of  Commons 
decided,  by  an  unanimous  vote,  that  the  resump- 
tion of  cash  payments  by  the  Bank  of  England 
should  not  be  deferred  beyond  the  ensuing  Febru- 
ary.   The  restriction  had  been  continued  from  time 
to  time,  and  from  year  to  year.  Parliament  always 
professing  to  look  to  the  restoration  of  a  specie 
currency,  whenever  it  should  be  found  practicable. 
Having  been  in  July,  1818,  continued  to  July,  1819, 
It  was  understood  that,  in  the  interim,  the  important 
question  of  the  time  at  which  cash  payments  should 
be  resumed,  should  be  finally  settled.     In  the  latter 
part  of  the  year  'IS,  the  circulation  of  the  bank 
had  been  greatly  reduced,  and  a  severe  scarcity  of 
money  was  felt  in  the  London  market.     Such  was 
the  state  of  things  in  England.     On  the  Continent, 
other  important  events  took  place.     The  French 
Indemnity  Loan  had  been  negotiated  in  the  Sum- 
mer of  1818,  and  the  proportion  of  it  belonging  to 
Austria,  Russia,  and  Prussia,  had  been  sold.     This 
created  an  unusual  demand  for  gold  and  silver  in 
these  Eastern  States  of  Europe.    It  has  been  stated, 
that  the  amount  of  the  precious  metals  transmitted 
to  Austria  and   Russia   in  that  year,  was   at  least 
twenty  millions  sterling.     Other  large  sums  were 
sent  to  Prussia  and  to  Denmark.     The  effect  of 
this  sudden  drain  of  specie,  felt  first  at  Paris,  was 
communicated  lo  Amsterdam  and  Hamburg,  and 
all  other  commercial  places  in  the  north  of  Europe. 
The  paper  system  of  England  had   certainly 
communicated  an  artificial  value  to  property.     It 
had  encouraged  speculation,  and  excited  overtra- 
ding.    When  the  shock  therefore  came,  and  this 
violent  pressure  for  money  acted  at  the  same  mo- 
ment on  the  Continent  and  in  England,  inflated 
and  unnatural  prices  could  be  kept  up  no  longer. 
A  reduction  took  place,  which  has  been  estimated 
lo  have  been  at  least  equal  to  a  fall  of  30,  if  not 
40  per  cent.     The  depresMon  was  universal ;  and 
the  change  was  felt  in  the  United  States  severely, 
though   not  equally  so    in    every   part    of  them. 
There  are  those,  I  am  aware,  who  maintain  that 
the  events  to  which  I  have  alluded  did  not  cause 
the  great  fall  of  prices ;  but  that  that  fall  was  nat- 
ural and  inevitable,  from  the  previously  existing 
state  of  things,  the  abundance  of  commodities,  and 
the  want  of  demand.     But  that  would  only  prove 
that  the  effect  was  produced  in  another  way,  rather 
than  by  another  cause.     If  these  great  and  sud- 
den  calls  for    money  did    not  reduce  prices,  but 
prices  fell,  as  of  themselves,  to  their  natural  state, 
still  the  result  is  the  same;  for  we  perceive  that 
after  these  new  calls  for  money,  prices  could  not 
be  kept  longer  at  their  unnatural  height. 

About  the  tune  of  these  foreign  events,  our  own 
bank  system  underwent  a  change  ;  and  all  these 
causes,  in  ray  view  of  the  subject,  concurred  to 
produce  the  great  shock  which  took  place  in  our 
commercial  cities,  and  through  many  parts  of  the 
country.  The  year  1819  was  a  year  of  nume- 
rous failures,  and  very  considerable  distress,  and 
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wouldhavefurnishedfar  better  grounds  than  exist '  whatever  pressure  exists,  but  in  economy  and 
at  present,  for  that  gloomy  representation  of  our  industry.  The  depression  of  prices  and  the  sUg- 
condition  which  has  been  presented.  Mr.  Speaker  nation  of  business,  have  been  in  Pruth  the  neces- 
has  alluded  to  the  strong  inclination  which  exists,  sary  result  of  circumstances.  No  Grovernraent 
or  has  existed,  in  various  parts  of  the  country  to  could  prevent  them,  and  no  Government  can  al- 
issue  paper  money,  as  a  proof  of  great  existing  |  together  relieve  the  people  from  their  eflfect.  We 
difficulties.  I  regard  it  rather  as  a  very  productive  ;  had  enjoyed  a  day  of  extraordinary  prosperity  ; 
cause  of  those  diflaculties;  and  the  Committee  will  we  had  been  neutral  while  the  world  was  at  war, 
not  fail  to  observe,  that  there  is,  at  this  moment,  and  had  found  a  great  demand  for  our  products' 
much  the  loudest  complaint  of  distress  precisely  |  our  navigation,  and  our  labor.  We  had  no  right 
where  there  has  been  the  greatest  attempt  to  re-  j  to  expect  that  that  state  of  things  would  continue 
heve  it  by  systems  of  paper  credit.     And,  on  the    always.    With  the  return  of  peace,  foreign  nations 

would    struggle   for    themselves,  and  enter    into 

competition  with  us  in  the  great  objects  of  pursuit. 

Now,  sir,  what  is  the  remedy  for  existing  evils  ? 


other  hand,  content,  prosperity,  and  happiness,  are 
most  observable  in   those  parts  of  the  country, 
where  there  has  been  the  least  endeavor  to  ad- 
minister relief  by  law.     In  truth,  nothing  is  so 
baneful,  so  utterly  ruinous  to  all  true  industry,  as 
interfering  with  the  legal  value  of  money,  or  at- 
tempting to  raise  artificial  standards  to  supply  its 
place.     Such  remedies  suit  well  the  spirit  ot  ex- 
travagant speculation,  but  they  sap  the  very  found- 
ation of  all  honestacquisition.     By  weakening  the 
security  of  property,  they  take  away  all  motive 
for  exertion.     Their  effect  is  to  transfer  property. 
Whenever  a  debt  is  allowed  to  be  paid   by  any 
thing  less  valuable  than  the  legal  currency  in  re- 
spect  to  which  it  was  contracted,  the  difference, 
between  the  value  of  the  paper  given  in  payment 
and  the  legal  currency,  is  precisely  so  much  prop- 
erty  taken  from  one  man  and  given  to  another, 
by  legislative  enactment.     When  we  talk,  there- 
fore, of  protecting  industry,  let  us  remember  that 
the  first  measure  tor  that  end,  is  to  secure  it  in  its 
earnings ;  to  assure  it  that  it  shall  receive  its  own. 
Before  we  invent  new  modes  of  raising  prices,  let 
us  take  care  that  existing  prices  are  not  rendered 
wholly   unavailable,  by  making  them  capable  of 
being  paid   in  depreciated  paper.     I  regard,  sir, 
this  issue  of  irredeemable  paper  as  the  most  prom- 
inent and  deplorable  cause  of  whatever  pressure 
still  exists  in  the  country;  and,  further,  1  would 
put  thequestion  to  the  members  of  this  Committee, 
whether  it  is  not  from  that  part  of  the  people  who 
have  tried  this  paper  system,  and  tried  it  to  their 
cost,  that  this  bill  receives  the  most  earnest  sup- 
port ?     And  I  cannot  forbear  to  ask,  further,  whe- 
ther this  support  does  not  proceed  rather  from  a 
general  feeling  of  uneasiness  under    the  present 
condition  of  things,  than  from  the  clear  perception 
of  any  benefit  which  the  measure  itself  can  confer? 
Is  not  all  expectation  of  advantage  centered  in  a 
sort  of  vague  hope,  that  change  may  produce  re- 
lief?    Debt  certainly  presses  hardest,  where  prices 
have  been   longest  kept  up  by  artificial   means. 
They  find  the  shock  lightest,  who  take  it  soonest ; 
and  I  fully  believe  that,  if  those  parts  of  the  coun- 
try which  now  suffer  most,  had  not  augmented  the 
force  of  the  blow  by  deferring  it,  they  would  have 
now  been  in  a  much  better  condition  than  they 
are.     We  may  assure  ourselves,  once  for  all,  sir, 
that   there  can  be  no  such   thing  as  payment  of 
debts  by  legislation.     We  may  abolish  debts  in- 
deed ;  we  may  transfer  property,  by  visionary  and 
violent  laws.     But  we  deceive  both  ourselves  and 
our  constituents,  if  we  flatter,  either  ourselves  or 
them,  with  the  hope  that  there  is  any  relief  against 


what  is  the  course  of  policy  suited  to  our  actual 
condition  ?  Certainly  it  is  not  our  wisdom  to 
adopt  any  system  that  may  be  offered  to  us  with- 
out examination,  and  in  the  blind  hope  that  what- 
ever changes  our  condition  may  improve  it.  It  is 
better  that  we  should 

"  Bear  those  ills  we  have, 
Than  fly  to  others  that  we  know  not  of." 

We  are  bound  to  see  that  there  is  a  fitness  and 
an  aptitude  in  whatever  measures  may  be  recom- 
!  mended  to  relieve  the  evils  that  afflict  us;  and 
before  we  adopt  a  system  that  professes  to  make 
great  alterations,  it  is  our  duty  to  look  carefully 
to  each  leading  interest  of  the  community,  and 
see  how  it  may  probably  be  affected  by  our  pro- 
posed legislation. 

And,  in  the  first  place,  what  is  the  condition  of 
our  commerce?  Here  we  must  clearly  perceive 
that  it  is  not  enjoying  that  rich  harvest  which 
fell  to  its  fortune  during  the  continuance  of  the 
European  wars.  It  has  been  orreatly  depressed,  and 
limited  to  small  profits.  Still,  it  is  elastic  and  ac- 
tive, and  seems  capable  of  recovering  itself  in  some 
measure  from  its  depression.  The  shipping  inter- 
est, also,  has  suffered  severely,  still  more  severely, 
probably,  than  commerce.  If  any  thing  should 
strike  us  with  astonishment,  it  is  that  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  United  States  should  be  able  to  sustain 
iLself.  Without  any  Government  protection  what- 
ever, it  goes  abroad  to  challenge  competition  with 
the  whole  world;  and,  in  spite  of  all  obstacles,  it 
has  yet  been  able  to  maintain  800,000  tons  in  the 
employment  of  foreign  trade.  How,  sir,  do  tbe 
ship-owners  and  navigators  accomplish  this? 
How  is  it  that  they  are  able  to  meet,  and  in  some 
measure  overcome,  universal  competition?  Not, 
sir,  by  protection  and  bounties ;  but  by  unwearied 
exertion,  by  extreme  economy,  by  unshaken  per- 
severance, by  that  manly  and  resolute  spirit  which 
relies  on  itself  to  protect  itself.  These  causes 
alone  enable  American  ships  still  to  keep  their  ele- 
ment, and  show  the  flag  of  their  country  in  distant 
seas.  The  rates  of  insurance  may  teach  us  how 
thoroughly  our  ships  are  built,  and  how  skilfully 
and  safely  they  are  navigated.  Risks  are  taken, 
as  I  learn,  from  the  United  States  to  Liverpool, 
at  one  per  cent.;  and  from  the  United  States  to 
Canton  and  back,  as  low  as  three  per  cent.  But 
when  we  look  to  the  low  rate  of  freight,  and  when 
we  consider,  also,  that  the  articles  entering  into 
the  composition  of  a  ship,  with  the  exception  of 
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wood,  are  dearer  here  than  in  other  countries,  we  I  must  take  this  law,  or  pass  no  law  on  the  subject 


cannoi  but  be  utterly  surprised  that  the  shipping 
interest  has  b«en  able  to  sustain  itself  at  all.  1 
need  not  say  that  the  navigation  of  the  country  is 
essentinl  to  its  honor  and  its  defence.  Yet,  in- 
stead of  proposing  benefit  lor  it  in  this  hour  of  its 
depression,  we  propose  by  this  measure  to  lay  upon 
it  new  and  heavy  burdens.  In  the  discussion,  the 
other  day,  of  that  provision  of  the  bill  which  pro- 
poses to  tax  tallow  for  the  benefit  of  the  oil  mer- 
chants and  whalemen,  we  had  the  pleasure  of 
hearing  eloquent  eulogiums  upon  that  portion  of 
our  shipping  employed  in  the  whale  fishery,  and 
strong  statements  of  its  importance  to  the  public 
interest.  But  the  same  bill  proposes  a  severe  tax 
upon  that  interest  for  the  benefit  of  the  iron  man- 
ufacturer and  the  hemp  grower.  So  that  the 
tallow  chandlers  and   soap  boilers  are  sacrificed 


What  should  hinder  us  from  exercising  our  own 
judgments  upon  these  provisions,  singly  and  sev- 
erally ?  Who  has  the  power  to  place  us,  or  why 
should  we  place  ourselves  in  a  condition  where 
we  cannot  give  to  every  measure,  that  is  distinct 
and  separate  in  itself,  a  separate  and  distinct  con- 
sideration ?  Sir,  I  presume  no  member  of  the 
Committee  will  withhold  his  assent  from  what  he 
thinks  right,  until  others  will  yield  their  assent  to 
what  they  think  wrong.  There  are  many  things 
in  this  bill  acceptable  probably  to  the  general 
sense  of  the  House.  Why  should  not  these  pro- 
visions be  passed  into  a  law,  and  others  left  to  be 
decided  upon  their  own  merits,  as  a  majority  of 
the  House  shall  see  fit  7  To  some  of  these  provi- 
sions I  am  myself  decidedly  favorable;  to  others 
I  have  great  objections;  and   I  should  have  been 


to  the  oil  merchants,  in  order  that  these  again  i  very  glad  of  an  opportunity  of  giving  my  own 
may  contribute  to  the  manufacturers  of  iron  and  vote  distinctly  on  propositions,  which  are,  in  their 
the  growers  of  hemp.  own  nature,  essentially  and  substantially  distinct 

II  such  be  the  state  of  our  commerce  and  navi-    from  one  another, 
gation,  what  is  the  condition  of  our  home  manu-        But,  sir,  before  expressing  my  own  opinion  upon 


lactures  ?  How  are  they  amidst  the  general  de- 
pression ?  Do  they  need  further  protection  ?  and 
if  any,  how  much?  On  all  these  points,  we  have 
had  much  general  statement,  but  little  precise  in 


the  several  provisions  of  this  bill,  I  will  advert  for 
a  moment  to  some  other  general  topics.  We  have 
heard  much  of  the  policy  of  England,  and  her  ex- 
ample has  been  repeatedly  urged  upon  us,  as  prov- 


formation.     In  the  very  elaborate  speech  of  Mr.  i  ing,  not  only  the  expediency  of  encouragement 


Speaker,  we  are  not  supplied  with  satisfactory 
grounds  of  judging  in  these  various  particulars. 
Who  can  tell,  from  any  thing  yet  before  the  Com- 
mittee, whether  the  proposed  duty  be  too  high  or 


and  protection,  but  ot  exclusion  and  direct  prohi- 
bition also.  1  took  occasion  the  other  day  to  re- 
mark, that  more  libi-ral  notions  were  growing 
prevalent  on  this  subject ;  that  the  policy  of  re- 


too  low  on  any  one  article?  Gentlemen  tell  us  I  straintsand  prohibitions  was  getting  out  ol  repute, 
that  they  are  m  favor  of  domestic  industry;  so  [  as  the  true  nature  of  commerce  became  better  un- 
am  I.  They  would  give  it  protection  ;  so  would  |  derstood  ;  and  that,  among  public  men,  those  most 
I.  But  then  all  domestic  industry  is  not  confined  i  distinguished,  were  most  decided  in  their  reproba- 
te manufactures.  The  employments  of  agricul-  I  lion  of  the  broad  principle  of  exclusion  and  prohi- 
ture,  commerce,  and  navigation,  are  all  branches  |  bilion.  Upon  the  truth  of  this  representation,  as 
of  the  same  domestic  industry;  they  all  furnish  matter  of  fact,  I  supposed  there  could  not  be  two 
employment  for  American  capital  and  American  I  opinions  among  those  who  had  observed  the  pro- 
labor.  And  when  the  question  is,  whether  new  gress  of  political  sentiment  in  other  countries,  and 
duties  shall  be  laid,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  fur-  I  were  acquainted  with  its  present  stale.  In  this 
iher  encouragement  to  particular  manufactures,  respect,  however,  it  would  seem,  that  I  was  greatly 
every  reasonable  man  must  ask  himself,  both,  mistaken.  We  have  heard  it  again  and  again  de- 
whether  the  proposed  new  encouragement  be  ne-  1  dared,  that  the  English  Government  still  adheres, 
cessary,  and,  whether  it  can  be  given  without  with  immovable  firmness,  to  its  old  doctrines  of 
injustice  to  other  branches  of  industry.  j  prohibition;   that  although  journalists,  theorists. 

It  is  desirable  to  know,  also,  somewhat  more  j  and^scientific  writers,  advance  other  doctrines,  yet 
distinctly,  how  the  proposed  means  will  produce  i  the  practical  men,  the  legislators,  the  government  of 
the  intended  effect.     One  great  object  proposed,  I  the  country,  are  too  wise  to  follow  them.     It  has 


for  example,  is,  the  increase  of  the  home  market 
for  the  consumption  of  agricultural  products.  This 
certainly  is  much  to  be  desired;  but  what  provi- 
sions of  the  bill  are  expected  wholly,  or  princi- 
pally, to  produce  this,  is  not  stated.  I  would  not 
suggest  that  some  increase  of  the  home  market 
may  not  follow  from  the  adoption  of  this  bill,  but 
all  its  provisions  have  not  an  equal  tendency  to 
produce  this  effect.     Those  manufactures  which 


even  been  most  sagaciously  hinted,  that  the  pro- 
mulgation of  liberal  opinions  on  these  subjects,  is 
intended  only  for  a  delusion  upon  other  nations, 
to  cajole  them  into  the  folly  of  liberal  ideas,  while 
England  retains  to  herself  all  the  benefits  of  the 
admirable  old  system  of  prohibition.  We  have 
heard  from  Mr.  Speaker  a  warm  commendation 
of  the  complex  mechanism  of  this  system.  The 
British  Empire,  it  is  said,  is,  in  the  first  place,  to 


employ  most  labor,  create  of  course,  most  demand  j  be  protected  against  the  rest  of  the  world  ;  then 
for  articles  of  consumption  ;  and  those  create  least,  j  the  British  isles  against  the  colonies;  next,  the 
in  the  production  of  which  capital  and  skill  enter  i  isles  respectively    agrainst   each    other — England 


as  the  chief  ingredients  of  cost.  I  cannot,  sir,  lake 
this  bill,  merely  because  a  committee  has  recom- 
mended it.  1  cannot  espouse  a  side  and  fight 
under  a  tlag.     I  wholly  repel  the  idea,  that  we 


herself,  as  the  heart  of  the  empire,  being  protected 
most  of  all,  and  against  all. 

Truly,  sir,  it  appears  to  me,  that  Mr.  Speaker's 
imagination    has    seen    system,   and   order,   and 
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beauty,  in  that,  which  is  much  more  justly  con- 
sidered as  the  result  of  ignorance,  partiality,  or 
violence.  This  part  of  English  legislation  has 
resulted,  partly  from  considering  Ireland  as  a  con- 
quered country,  partly  from  the  want  of  a  com- 
plete union,  even  with  Scotland,  and  partly  from 
the  narrow  views  of  colonial  regulation,  which  in 
early  and  uninformed  periods,  influenced  the  Eu- 
ropean States. 

And,  sir,  I  imagine,  nothing  would  strike  the 
public  men  of  Enj^land  more  singularly,  than  to 
find  gentlemen  of  real  information,  and  much 
weight,  in  the  councils  of  this  country,  expressing 
sentiments  like  these,  in  regard  to  the  existing 
state  of  these  English  laws.  I  have  never  said, 
indeed,  that  prohibitory  laws  did  not  exist  in  Eng- 
land ;  we  all  know  they  do  ;  but  the  question  is, 
does  she  owe  her  prosperity  and  greatness  to  these 
laws?  I  venture  to  say,  that  such  is  not  the 
opinion  of  the  public  men  now  in  England,  and 
the  continuance  of  the  laws,  even  without  any 
alteration,  would  not  be  evidence  that  their  opinion 
is  different  from  what  I  have  represented  it ;  be- 
cause the  laws  having  existed  long,  and  great 
interests  having  been  built  up  on  the  laith  of  them, 
they  cannot  now  be  repealed,  without  great  and 
overwhelming  inconvenience.  Because  a  thing 
has  been  wrongly  done,  it  does  not  therefore  fol- 
low that  it  can  now  be  undone  ;  and  this  is  the 
reason,  as  I  understand  it,  upon  which  exclusion, 
prohibition,  and  monopoly,  are  suffered  to  remain 
in  any  degree  in  the  English  system  ;  and  for  the 
same  reason,  it  will  be  wise  in  us  to  take  our 
measures,  on  all  subjects  of  this  kind,  with  great 
caution.  We  may  not  be  able,  but  at  the  hazard 
of  much  injury  to  individuals,  hereafter  to  retrace 
our  steps.  And  yet,  whatever  is  extravagant,  or 
unreasonable,  is  not  likely  to  endure.  There  may 
come  a  moment  of  strong  re-action  ;  and  if  no 
moderation  be  shown  in  laying  on  duties,  there 
may  be  little  scruple  in  taking  them  off.  It  may 
here  be  observed,  that  there  is  a  broad  and  marked 
distinction  between  entire  prohibition,  and  reason- 
able encouragement.  It  is  the  one  thing  by  duties 
or  taxes  on  foreign  articles,  to  awaken  a  home 
competition  in  the  production  of  the  same  articles ; 
it  is  another  thing  to  remove  all  competition  by  a 
total  exclusion  of  the  foreign  article;  and  it  is 
quite  another  thing  still,  by  total  prohibition,  to 
raise  at  home,  manufactures  not  suited  to  the 
climate,  the  nature  of  the  country,  or  the  state  of 
the  population.  These  are  substantial  distinc- 
tions, and  although  it  may  not  be  easy,  in  every 
case,  to  determine  which  of  them  applies  to  a  given 
article,  yet,  the  distinctions  themselves  exist,  and 
in  most  cases,  will  l)e  sufficiently  clear  to  indicate 
the  true  course  of  policy ;  and,  unless  I  have 
greatly  mistaken  the  prevailing  sentiment  in  the 
councils  of  England,  it  grows  every  day  more  and 
more  favorable  to  the  diminution  of  restrictions, 
and  to  the  wisdom  of  leaving  much  (I  do  not  say 
every  thing,  for  that  would  not  be  true)  to  the  en- 
terprise and  the  discretion  of  individuals.  I  should 
certainly  not  have  taken  up  the  time  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  stale  at  any  length  the  opinions  of  other 
Governments,  or  of  the  public  men  of  other  coun- 


tries, upon  a  subject  like  this;  but  an  occasional 
remark  made  by  me  the  other  day,  having  been 
so  directly  controverted,  especially  by  Mr.  Speaker, 
in  his  observations  yesterday,  I  must  take  occasion 
to  refer  to  some  proofs  of  what  I  have  stated. 

What,  then,  is  the  state  of  English  opinion? 
Every  body  knows  that,  after  the  termination  of 
the  late  European  war,  there  came  a  time  of  great 
pressure  in  England.  Since  her  example  has  been 
quoted,  let  it  be  asked  in  what  mode  her  Govern- 
ment sought  relief.  Did  it  aim  to  maintain  arti- 
ficial and  unnatural  prices?  Did  it  maintain  a 
swollen  and  extravagant  paper  circulation  ?  Did 
it  carry  further  the  laws  of  prohibition  and  exclu- 
sion ?  Did  it  draw  closer  the  cords  of  colonial  re- 
straint? No,  sir,  but  precisely  the  reverse.  In- 
stead of  relying  on  legislative  contrivances  and 
artificial  devices,  it  trusted  to  the  enterprise  and 
industry  of  the  people;  which  it  sedulously  sought 
to  excite,  not  by  imposing  restraint,  but  by  remo- 
ving it,  wherever  its  removal  was  practicable.  In 
May,  1S20,  the  attention  of  the  Government  hav- 
ing been  much  turned  to  the  state  of  foreign  trade, 
a  distinguished  member*  of  the  House  of  Peers 
brought  forward  a  parliamentary  motion  upon  that 
subject,  followed  by  an  ample  discussion,  and  a 
full  statement  of  his  own  opinions.  In  the  course 
of  his  remarks,  he  observed, 

"That  there  ought  to  be  no  prohibitory  duties,  as 
Buch ;  for  that  it  was  evident,  that  where  a  manufac- 
ture could  not  be  carried  on,  or  a  production  raised, 
but  under  the  protection  of  a  prohibitory  duty,  ihat 
manufacture  or  that  produce  could  not  be  brought  to 
market  but  at  a  loss.  In  bis  opinion,  the  name  of 
strict  prohibition  might,  therefore,  in  commerce,  be  got 
rid  of  altogether ;  but  he  did  not  see  the  same  objec- 
tion to  protecting  duties,  which,  while  they  admitted  of 
the  introduction  of  commodities  from  abroad  similar  to 
those  which  we  ourselves  manufactured,  placed  them 
so  much  on  a  level,  as  to  allow  A  competition  between 
them."  "  No  axiom,"  he  added,  "  vras  more  true  than 
this :  that  it  was  by  growing  what  the  territory  of  a 
country  could  grow  most  cheaply,  and  by  receiving 
from  other  countries  what  it  could  not  produce  except 
at  too  great  an  expense,  that  the  greatest  degree  of 
happiness  was  to  be  communicated  to  the  greatest 
extent  of  population." 

In  assenting  to  the  motion,  the  first  Minister!  of 
the  Crown  expressed  his  opinion  of  the  great  ad- 
vantage resulting  from  unrestricted  freedom  of 
trade. 

"  Of  the  soundness  of  that  general  principle,"  he  ob- 
served, "  I  can  entertain  no  doubt.  I  can  entertain  no 
doubt  of  what  would  have  been  the  great  advantages 
to  the  civilized  world,  if  the  system  of  unrestricted 
trade  had  been  acted  upon  by  every  nation,  from  the 
earliest  period  of  its  commercial  intercourse  with  its 
neighbors.  If  to  those  advantages  there  could  have 
been  any  exceptions,  I  am  persuaded  that  they  would 
have  been  but  few  ;  and  I  am  also  persuaded  that  the 
cases  to  which  they  would  have  referred,  would  not 
have  been,  in  themselves,  connected  with  the  trade 
and  commerce  of  England.  But  we  are  now  in  a  sit- 
uation in  which  I  will  not  say  that  a  reference  to  the 
principle  of  unrestricted  trade  can  be  of  no  use,  be- 
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cause  such  a  reference  may  correct  erroneoua  reasoning ; 
bot  in  which  it  is  impossible  for  us, or  for  any  country 
in  the  world,  but  the  Untied  Stales  of  America,  to  act 
unreservedly  on  that  principle.  The  commercial  reg- 
ulations of  the  European  world  have  been  long  estab- 
lished, and  cannot  suddenly  be  departed  from." 

Having  supposed  a  proposition  to  be  made  to 
England,  by  a  foreign  Slate,  for  free  commerce  and 
intercourse,  and  an  unrestricted  exchange  of  agri- 
cultural products,  and  of  manufactures,  he  proceeds  : 
to  observe : 

**  It  would  be  impossible  to  accede  to  such  a  proposi-  , 
tloo.  We  have  risen  to  our  present  greatness  under  a  { 
different  system.  Some  suppose  that  ?fe  have  risen 
in  consequence  of  that  system  ;  others  of  whom  I  am 
one,  believe  that  we  have  risen  in  spite  of  that  system. 
But,  whichever  of  these  hypotheses  be  true,  certain  it 
is,  that  we  have  risen  under  a  very  different  system 
than  that  of  free  and  unrestricted  trade.  It  is  utterly 
impossible,  with  our  debt  and  taxation,  even  if  they 
were  but  half  their  existing  amount,  that  we  can  sud- 
denly adopt  the  system  of  free  trade." 

Lord  Ellenborough,  in  the  same  debate,  said, 

•'That  he  attributed  the  general  distress  then  exist- 
ing in  Europe,  to  the  regulations  that  had  taken  place 
•ince  the  destruction  of  the  French  power.     Most  of 
the  States  on  the  Continent  had  surrounded  themselves  j 
as  with  walls  of  brass,  to  inhibit  intercourse  with  other  j 
States.     Intercourse  was  prohibited,  even  in  districts  | 
of  the  same  State,  as  was  the  case  in  Austria  and  Sar-  > 
dinia.     Thus,  though  the  taxes  on  the  people  had  been 
lightened,  the  severity  of  their  condition  had  been  in- 
creased.    He  believed  that  the  discontent  which  per-  1 
vaded  most  parts  of  Europe,  and  especially  Germany, 
was  more  owing  to  commercial  restrictions,  than  to  { 
any  theoretical  doctrines  on  Government;  and  that  a  | 
free  communication  among  them  would    do  more  to  i 
restore  tranquillity,  than  any  other  step  that  could  be 
adopted.     He  objected  to  all  attempts  to  frustrate  the  I 
benevolent  intentions  of  Providence,  which  had  given  to 
various  countries  various  wants,  in  order  to  bring  them  j 
together.    He  objected  to  it  as  antisocial ;  he  objected  to  j 
it,  as  making  commerce  the  means  of  barbarizing,  in- 
stead of  enlightening  nations.     The  state  of  the  trade 
with  France  was  the  most  disgraceful  to  both  countries  ; 
the  two  greatest  civilized  nations  of  the  world,  placed 
at  a  distance  of  scarcely  twenty  miles  from  each  other, 
bad  contrived,  by  their  artificial  regulations,  to  reduce 
their  commerce  with  each  other  to  a  mere  nullity." 

Every  member, speaking  on  this  occasion,  agreed 
in  the  general  sentiments  favorable  to  unrestricted 
intercourse,  which  had  thus  been  advanced  ;  one 
of  them  remarking,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  de- 
bate, that  "  the  principles  of  free  trade,  which  he 

*  was  happy  to  see  so  lully  recognised,  were  of  the 
'  utmost  consequence;  for,  though,  in  the  present 

*  circumstances  of  the  country,  a  free  trade  was 

*  unattainable,  yet  their  task  hereafter  was  to  ap- 
'  proximate  to  it.     Considering  the  prejudices  and 

*  interests  which  were  opposed  to  the  recognition 
<  of  that  principle,  it  was  no  small  indication  of 
'  the  firmness  and  liberality  of  Government,  to 
«  have  so  fully  conceded  it." 

Sir,  we  have  seen,  in  the  course  of  this  discus- 
sion, that  several  gentlemen  have  expressed  their 
hiffh  admiration  of  the  silk  manufacture  of  Eng- 
land.    Its  commendation  was   begun,  I  think,  by 


the  honorable  member  from  Vermont,  who  sits 
near  me,  who  thinks  that  that  alone  gives  conclu- 
sive evidence  of  the  benefits  produced  by  attention 
to  manufactures,  inasmuch  as  it  is  a  great  source 
of  wealth  to  the  nation,  and  has  amply  repaid  all 
the  costs  of  its  protection.  Mr.  Speaker's  appro- 
bation of  this  part  of  the  English  example,  was 
still  warmer.  Now,  sir,  it  does  so  happen,  that 
both  these  gentlemen  differ  very  widely  on  this 
point,  from  the  opinions  entertained  in  England, 
by  persons  of  the  first  rank,  both  of  knowledge 
and  of  power.  In  the  debate  to  which  I  have  al- 
ready referred,  the  proposer  of  the  motion  urged 
the  expediency  of  providing  for  the  admission  of 
the  silks  of  France  into  England. 

"  He  was  aware,"  he  said,  "  that  there  was  a  poor 
and  industrious  body  of  manufacturers,  whose  inter- 
ests must  suiter  by  such  an  arrangement  ;  and  there- 
fore he  felt  that  it  would  be  the  duty  of  Parliament  to 
provide  fur  the  present  generation,  by  a  large  parlia- 
mentary grant.  It  was  conformable  to  every  principle 
of  sound  justice  to  do  so,  when  the  interests  of  a  par- 
ticular class  were  sacrificed  to  the  good  of  the  whole." 

In  answer  to  these  observations,  Lord  Liverpool 
said  that,  with  reference  to  several  branches  of 
manufactures,  time,  and  the  change  of  circum- 
stances, had  rendered  the  system  of  protecting 
duties  merely  nominal ;  and  that,  in  his  opinion, 
if  all  the  protecting  laws  which  regarded  both  the 
woollen  and  cotton  manufactures,  were  to  be  re- 
pealed, no  injurious  effects  would  thereby  be  oc- 
casioned. 

"  But,"  he  observes, "'with  respect  to  silk,  that  man- 
ufacture in  this  kingdom  is  so  completely  artificial, 
that  any  attempt  to  introduce  the  principles  of  free 
trade  with  reference  to  it,  might  put  an  end  to  it  alto- 
gether. I  allow  that  the  silk  manufacture  is  not  na- 
tural to  this  country.  I  wish  we  had  never  had  a  silk 
manufactory.  I  allow  that  it  is  natural  to  France ;  I 
allow,  that  it  might  have  been  better,  had  each  coun- 
try adhered  exclusively  to  that  manufacture,  in  which 
each  is  superior;  and  had  the  silks  of  France  been  ex- 
changed for  British  cottons.  But  I  must  look  at  things 
a^i  they  are  ;  and  when  I  consider  the  extent  of  cap- 
ital, and  the  immense  population,  consisting,  I  be- 
lieve, of  about  50,000  persons  engaged  in  our  silk 
manufacture,  I  can  only  say,  that  one  of  the  few  points 
in  which  I  totally  disagree  with  the  proposer  of  the 
motion,  is  the  expediency,  under  existing  circumstan- 
ces, of  holding  out  any  idea,  that  it  would  be  possible 
to  relinquish  the  silk  manufacture,  and  to  provide  for 
those  who  live  by  it,  by  parliamentary  enactment. 
Whatever  objections  there  may  be  to  the  continuance 
of  the  protecting  system,  I  repeat,  that  it  is  impossi- 
ble altogether  to  relinquish  it.  I  may  regret  that  the 
system  was  ever  commenced  ;  but,  as  I  cannot  recall 
that  act,  I  must  submit  to  the  inconvenience  by  which 
it  is  attended,  rather  than  expose  the  country  to  evils 
of  greater  magnitude." 

Let  it  be  remembered,  sir,  that  these  are  not  the 
sentiments  of  a  theorist,  nor  the  fancies  of  specu- 
lation ;  but  the  operative  opinions  of  the  first  Min- 
ister of  England,  acknowledged  to  be  one  of  the 
ablest  and  most  practical  statesmen  of  his  coun- 
try. Sir,  gentlemen  could  have  hardly  been  more 
unfortunate  than  in  the  selection  of  the  silk  man- 
ufacture in  England,  as  an  example  of  the  bene- 
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ficial  effects  of  that  system  which  they  would  re- 
commend.    It  is,  in  the  language  which  I  have 
quoted,  complctetly  artificial.     It  has   been  sus- 
tained  by  I  know  not   how  many  laws,  breaking 
in  upon  the  plainest  principles  of  general  expedi- 
ency. At  the  last  session  of  Parliament,  the  man- 
ufacturers petitioned  for  the  repeal  of  three  or  four 
ot  these  statutes,  complaining  of  the  vexatious  re- 
strictions which  they  impose  on  the  wages  of  la- 
bor; setting  forth,  that  a  great  variety  of  orders 
has  from  time  to  time  been  issued  by  magistrates 
under  the  authority  of  these  laws,  interfering,  in 
an  oppressive  manner,  with  the  minutest  details 
of  the  manufacture;  such  as  limiting  the  number 
of  threads  to  an   inch  ;  restricting  the  widths  of 
many  sorts  of  work;  and   determining  the  quan- 
tity of  labor  not   to  be  exceeded   without  extra 
wages ;  that  by  the  operation  of  these  laws,  the 
rale  of  wages,  instead  of  being  left  to  the  recog- 
nised principles  of  regulation,  has  been  arbitrarily 
fixed   by  persons  whose  ignorance  renders  them 
incompetent  to  a  just  decision  ;  that  masters  are 
compelled  by  law  to  pay  an  equal   price   for  all 
work,  whether  well  or  ill  performed  ;  and  that 
they   are  totally  prevented  the  use  of  improved 
machinery,   it   being  ordered,  that  work,   in   the 
weaving  of  which|niachinery  is  employed,  shall  be 
paid  precisely  at  the  same  rate  as  if  done  by  hand  ; 
that  these  acts  have  frequently  given  rise  to  the 
most    vexatious    regulations,    the    unintentional 
breach  of  which  has  subjected  manufacturers  to 
ruinous  penalties;  and   that,  the  introduction  of 
all   machinery  being   prevented,  by   which  labor 
might  be  cheapened,  and  the  manufacturers  being 
compelled  to  pay  at  a  fixed   price,  under  all  cir- 
cumstances, they  are  prevented  from  affording  em- 
ployment to   their  workmen,  in   times  of  stagna- 
tion   of  trade,  but   are  compelled   to   stop    their 
looms.      And  finally,  they  complain,   that,   not- 
withstanding these  grievances  under  which  they 
labor,   while  carrying   on    their   manufacture   in 
London,  the  law  still  prohibits  them,  while  they 
continue  to  reside  there,  from  employing  any  por- 
tion of  their  capital  in  the  same  business  m  any 
other  part  of  the  kingdom,  where  it  miglit  be  more 
beneficially  conducted.     Now,  sir,  absurd  as  ihese 
laws  must  appear  to  be  to  every  man,  the  attempt 
to  repeal  them  did  not,  as  far  as  1  recollect,  alto- 
gether succeed.     The  weavers  were  too  numerous, 
their  interests  too  great,   or   their   prejudices  too 
•strong;  and  this   notable  instance  of  protection 
and  mono(>oly  still  exists,  to  be  lamented  in  Eng- 
land, with  as  much  sincerity  as  it  seems  to  be  ad- 
mired here. 

In  order  further  to  show  the  prevailing  senti- 
ment of  the  English  Government,  I  would  refer 
to  a  report  of  a  select  committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  at  the  head  of  which  was  the  vice 
president  of  the  board  of  trade,  (Mr.  Wallace,)  in 
July,  1820. 

"  The  time,"  say  that  committee,  "  when  monopo- 
lies could  be  successfully  supported,  or  would  be  pa- 
tiently endured,  either  in  respect  to  subjects  against 
subjects,  or  particular  countries  against  the  rest  of  the 
world,  seems  to  have  passed  away.  Commerce,  to 
continue  undisturbed,  and  secare,  must  be,  as  it  was 


intended  to  be,  a  source  of  reciprocal  amity  between 
nations,  and   an   interchange   of  productions,  to  pro- 
mote the  industry,  the  wealth,  and  the  happiness,  of 
mankind." 

In  moving  for  the  reappointment  of  the  com- 
mittee, in  February,  1823,  the  same  gentleman 
said : 

"  We  must  also  get  rid  of  that  feeling  of  appropria- 
tion, which  exhibited  itself  in  a  disposition  to  produce 
every  thing  necessary  for  our  own  consumption,  and 
to  render  ourselves  independent  of  the  world.  No 
notion  could  be  more  absurd  or  mischievous ;  it  led, 
even  in  peace,  to  an  animosity  and  rancor,  greater 
than  existed  in  time  of  war.  Undoubtedly  there  would 
be  great  prejudices  to  combat,  both  in  this  country  and 
elsewhere,  in  the  attempt  to  remove  the  difficultiea 
which  are  most  obnoxious.  It  would  be  impossible  to 
forget  the  attention  which  was  in  some  respects  due 
to  the  present  system  of  protections  ;  although  that 
attention  ought  certainly  not  to  be  carried  beyond  the 
absolute  necessity  of  the  case." 

And  in  a  second  report  of  the  committee,  drawn 
by  the  same  gentleman,  in  that  part  of  it  which 
proposes  a  diminution  of  duties  on  timber  from 
the  north  of  Europe,  and  the  policy  of  giving  a 
legislative  preference  to  the  importation  of  such 
timber  in  the  log,  and  a  discouragement  of  the 
importation  of  deals,  it  is  stated  that  the  com- 
mittee reject  this  policy,  because,  among  other 
reasons,  "it  is  founded  on  a  principle  of  exclu- 
'  sion,  which  they  are  most  averse  to  see  brought 
'  into  operation,  in  any  new  iristance,  without  the 
'  warrant  of  some  evident  and  great  political  ex- 
'  pedicncy."  And  on  many  subsequent  occasions, 
the  same  gentleman  has  taken  occasion  to  ob- 
serve, that  he  differed  from  those  who  thought 
that  manufactures  could  not  (lourish  without  re- 
strictions on  trade ;  that  old  prejudices  of  that 
sort  were  dying  away,  and  that  more  liberal  and 
just  sentiments  were  taking  their  place.  These 
sentiments  appear  to  have  been  followed  by  im- 
portant legal  provisions,  calculated  to  remove  re- 
strictions and  prohibitions,  where  they  were  most 
severely  felt;  that  is  to  say,  in  several  branches  of 
navigation  and  trade. 

They  have  relaxed  their  colonial  system,  they 
have  opened  the  ports  of  their  islands,  and  have 
done  away  the  restriction  which  limited  the  trade 
of  the  colony  to  the  mother  country.  Colonial 
products  can  now  be  carried  directly  from  the 
islands  to  any  part  of  Europe ;  and  it  may  not  be 
improbable,  considering  our  own  high  duties  on 
spirits,  that  that  article  may  be  exchanged  here- 
after by  the  Engli.sh  West  India  colonies,  directly, 
for  the  timber  and  deals  of  the  Baltic. 

It  may  be  added,  that  Mr.  Lowe,  whom  the 
gentleman  has  cited,  says  that  nobody  supposes 
that  the  three  great  staples  of  English  manufac- 
tures, cotton,  woollen,  and  hardware,  are  benefit- 
ed by  any  existing  protecting  duties  ;  and  that 
one  object  of  all  these  protecting  laws  is  usually 
overlooked,  and  that  is,  that  they  have  been  in- 
tended to  reconcile  the  various  interests  to  taxa- 
tion :  the  corn  law,  for  example,  being  designed 
as  some  equivalent  to  the  agricultural  interest  for 
the  burden  of  tithes  and  of  poor  rates. 
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In  fine,  sir,  I  think  it  is  clear  that,  if  we  now 
embrace  the  system  of  prohibitions  and  restric- 
tions, we  shall  show  an  affection  for  what  others 
have  discarded,  and  be  attempting  to  ornament 
ourselves  with  cast-off  apparel. 

Sir,  I  should  not  have  gone  into  this  prolix  de- 
tail of  opinions  from  any  consideration  of  their 
special  importance  on  the  present  occasion  ;  but, 
having  happened  to  stale  that  such  was  the  actual 
opinion  of  the  Government  of  England  at  the 
present  time,  and  the  accuracy  of  this  representa- 
tion having  been  so  confidently  denied,   I   have 
chosen  to  put  the  matter  beyond  doubt  or  cavil, 
although  at  the  expense  of  these  tedious  citations. 
I  shall  have  occasion,  hereafter,  of  referring  more 
particularly  to  sundry  recent  British  enactments, 
by  way  of  showing  the  diligence  and  spirit  with 
which  that  Government  strives  to  sustain  its  nav- 
igating  interest,   by  opening  the  widest  possible 
range  to  the  enterprise  of  individual  adventurers. 
I  repeat,  that  I  have  not  alluded  to  these  exam- 
ples of  a  foreign  State  as  being  fit  to  control  our 
own  policy.     In  the  general  principle,  I  acqui- 
esce.   Protection,  when  carried  to  the  point  which 
is  now  recommended ;  that  is,  to  entire  prohibi- 
tion, seems   to  me,  destructive  of  all  commercial 
intercourse  between   nations.     We  are  urged  to 
adopt  the  system   upon  general  principles  ;  and 
what  would  be  the  consequence  of  the  universal 
application  of  such  a  general  principle,  but  that 
nations  would  abstain  entirely  from  all  intercourse 
with  one  another?     I  do  not  admit  the  general 
principle;   on   the  contrary,  I   think  freedom  of 
trade   to  be  the  general  principle,  and   restriction 
the  exception.     And  it  is  for  every  State,  taking 
into  view  its  own  condition,   to  judge  of  the  pro- 
priety, in  any  case,  of  making  an  exception,  con- 
stantly preferring,  as  I  think  all  wiseGovernments 
will,  not  to  depart  without  urgent  reason  from  the 
general  rule. 

There  is  another  point  in  the  existing  policy  of 
England,  to  which  I  would  most  earnestly  invite 
the  attention  of  the  Committee;  I  mean  the  ware- 
house system,  or  what  we  usually  call  the  system 
of  drawback.  Very  great  prejudices  appear  to 
me  to  exi^t  with  us  on  that  subject.  We  seem 
averse  to  the  extension  of  the  principle.  The 
English  Government,  on  the  contrary,  appear  to 
have  carried  it  to  the  extreme  of  liberality.  They 
have  arrived,  however,  at  their  present  opinions, 
and  present  practice,  by  slow  degrees.  The  tran- 
sit system  was  commenced  about  the  year  1803, 
but  the  first  law  was  partial  and  limited.  It  ad- 
mitted the  importation  of  raw  materials  for  ex- 
portation, but  it  excluded  almost  every  sort  of 
manufactured  goods.  This  was  done  for  the 
same  reason  that  we  propose  to  prevent  the  transit 
of  Canadian  wheat  through  the  United  States — 
the  fear  of  aiding  the  competition  of  the  foreign 
article  with  our  own,  in  foreign  markets.  Better 
reflection,  or  more  experience,  has  induced  them 
to  abandon  that  mode  of  reasoning,  and  to  con- 
sider all  such  means  of  influencing  foreign  markets 
as  nugatory;  since,  in  the  present  active  and  en- 
lightened :>tatc  of  the  world,  nations  will  supply 
themselves  from  the  best  sources,  and  the  true 


policy  of  all  producers,  whether  of  raw  materials, 
or  of  manufactured  articles,  is,  not  vainly  to  en- 
deavor to  keep  other  venders  out  of  the  market, 
but  to  conquer  them  in  it,  by  the  quality  and  the 
cheapness  of  their  articles.  The  present  policy  of 
England,  therefore,  is,  to  allure  the  importation 
of  commodities  into  England,  there  to  be  deposit- 
ed in  English  warehouses,  thence  to  be  exported  in 
assorted  cargoes,  and  thus  enabling  her  to  carry 
on  a  general  export  trade  to  all  quarters  of  the 
globe.  Articles  of  all  kinds,  with  the  single  ex- 
ception of  tea,  may  be  brought  into  England, 
from  any  part  of  the  world,  in  foreign  as  well  as 
British  ships,  there  warehoused,  and  again  ex- 
ported, at  the  pleasure  of  the  owner,  without  the 
payment  of  any  duly,  or  Government  charge 
whatever. 

While  I  am  upon  this  subject,  I  would  take 
notice  also  of  the  recent  proposition  in  the  Erjglish 
Parliament  to  abolish  the  tax  on  imported  wool ; 
and  it  is  observable,  that  those  who  support  this 
proposition  give  the  same  reasons  as  have  been 
ofl'ered  here,  within  the  last  week,  against  the  duty 
which  we  propose  on  the  same  article.  They 
say,  that  their  manufacturers  require  a  cheap  and 
coarse  wool,  for  the  supply  of  the  Mediterranean 
and  Levant  trade,  and  that,  without  a  more  free 
admission  of  the  wool  of  the  Continent,  that  trade 
will  all  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  Germans  and 
Italians,  who  will  carry  it  on  through  Leghorn 
and  Trieste.  While  there  is  this  duty  on  foreign 
wool  to  protect  the  wool  growers  of  England, 
there  is  on  the  other  band  a  prohibition  on  the 
exportation  of  the  native  article,  in  aid  of  the 
manufacturers.  The  opinion  seems  to  be  gaining 
strength,  that  the  true  policy  is  to  abolish  both. 

Law5  have  lon^  existed  in  England,  preventing 
the  emigration  of^artisans,  and  the  exportation  of 
machinery  ;  but  the  policy  of  these,  also,  has  be- 
come doubted,  and  an  inquiry  has  been  instituted 
in  Parliament  into  the  expediency  of  repealing 
ihem.  As  to  the  emigration  of  artisans,  say  thosC 
who  disapprove  the  laws,  if  that  were  desirable, 
no  law  could  effect  it;  and  as  to  the  exportation 
of  machinery,  let  us  fabricate  and  export  it,  as  we 
would  any  other  commodity.  If  France  is  de- 
termined to  spin  and  weave  her  own  cotton,  let 
us,  if  we  may,  still  have  the  benefit  of  furnishing 
the  machinery. 

I  have  staled  these  things,  sir^  to  show  what 
seems  to  be  the  general  tone  of  thinking  and 
reasoning  on  these  subjects  in  that  country,  the 
example  of  which  has  been  so  much  pres.sed  upon 
us.  Whether  the  present  policy  of  England  be 
right  or  wrong,  wise  or  unwise,  it  cannot,  as  it 
seems  clearly  to  me,  be  quoted  as  an  authority  for 
carrying  further  the  restrictive  and  exclusive  sys- 
tem, either  in  regard  to  manufactures  or  trade. 
To  re-establish  a  sound  currency,  to  meet  at  once 
the  shock,  tremendous  as  it  was,  of  the  fall  of 
prices,  to  enlarge  her  capacity  for  foreign  trade, 
to  open  wide  the  field  of  individual  enterprise  and 
competition,  and  to  say,  plainly  and  distinctly, 
that  the  country  must  relieve  itself  from  the  em- 
barrassments which  it  felt,  by  economy,  frugality, 
and  renewed  efforts  of  enterprise  \  these  appear  to 


i 


Aphil,  1824. 


The  TaHff  BiU. 


H.  orR. 


be  the  general  outline  of  the  policy  which  Eng- 
land has  pursued. 

Mr.  Chairman:  I  will  say  a  few  words  upon  a 
topic,  but,  for  the  introduction  of  which  into  this 
debate,  I  should  not  have  given  the  Committee, 
on  this  occasion,  the  trouble  of  hearing  me.  Some 
days  ago,  I  believe  it  was  when  we  were  settling 
the  controversy  between  the  oil  merchants  and  ihe 
tallow  chandlers,  the  Balance  of  Trade  made  its 
appearance  in  debate,  and  I  must  confess,  sir,  that 
I  spoke  of  it,  or  rather,  spoke  to  it,  somewhat  free- 
ly and  irreverently.  I  believe  I  used  the  hard 
names  which  have  been  imputed  to  me;  and  I 
did  it  simply  for  the  purpose  of  laying  the  spectre, 
and  driving  it  back  to  its  tomb.  Certainly,  sir, 
when  I  called  the  old  notion  on  this  subject  non- 
sense, I  did  not  suppose  that  I  should  offend  any 
one,  unless  the  dead  should  happen  to  hear  me. 
All  the  living  generation,  I  took  it  for  granted, 
would  think  the  term  very  properly  applied.  In 
this,  however,  I  was  mistaken.  The  dead  and 
the  living  rise  up  together  to  call  me  to  account, 
and  I  must  defend  myself  as  well  as  I  am  able. 

Let  us  inquire,  then,  sir,  what  is   meant  by  an 
unfavorable  balance  of  trade,  and  what  the  argu- 
ment IS,  drawn  from  that  source.     By  an  unfavor- 
able balance  of  trade,  I  understand,  is  meant  that  ' 
state  of  things  in  which  importation  exceeds  ex- 
portation.    To  apply  it  to  our  own  case,  if  the 
value  of  goods  imported,  exceed  the  value  of  those 
exported,  then  the  balance  of  trade  is  said  to  be 
against  us,   inasmuch  as  we   have  run  in  debt  to 
the  amount  of  this  difference.     Therefore,  it  is 
said  that,  if  a  nation  continue  long  in  a  com- 
merce like  this,  it   must   be  rendered   absolutely 
bankrupt.     It  is  in  the  condition  of  a   man  that 
buys  more  than   he  sells;  and   how  can  such  a 
traffic  be  maintained   without  ruin?     Now    sir 
the  whole  fallacy  of  this  argument  consists  in 
sup|)Osing  that,  whenever  ihe  value  of  imports  ex- 
ceeds that  of  exports,  a  debt  is  necessarily  created 
to  the  extent  of  the  difference  :  whereas,  ordinari- 
ly, the   import  is  no   more  than  the  result  of  the 
export,  augmented  in  value  by  the  labor  of  trans- 
portation.    The  excess  of  imports  over  exports,  in 
truth,  usually  shows  the  gains,   not  ihe  losses,'  of 
trade;  or,  in   a  country  that  not  only  buys  and 
sells  goods,   but  employs  ships  in  carrying  goods 
also,  it  shows  the  profits  of  commerce,  and  the 
earnings  of  navigation.     Nothing  is  more  certain 
than  that,  in  the  usual  course  of  things,  and  taking 
a  .series  of  years  together,  the  value  of  our  imports 
is  the  aggregate  of  our  exports  and  our  freights. 
If  the  value  of  commodities,  imported  in  a  given 
case,  did   not  exceed  the  value  of  the  outward 
cargo,  with  which  they  were  purchased,  then  it 
would   be  clear   to  every  man's  common   sense, 
that  the  voyage  had  not  been  profitable.     If  such 
commodities  fell  far  short  in  value  of  the  cost  of 
the  outward  cargo,  then  the  voyage  would  be  a 
very  losing  one;  and  yet  it  would  present  exactly 
that  state  of  things  which,  according  to  the  no- 
tion of  a  balance  of  trade,  can  alone  indicate  a 
prosperous  commerce.     On  the  other  hand,  if  the 
return  cargo  were  found  to  be  worth  much  more 
than  the  outward   cargo,   while   the  merchant, 


having  paid  for  the  goods  exported,  and  all  the 
expenses  of  the  voyage,  finds  a  handsome  sum  yet 
ill  his  hands,  which  he  calls  profits,  the  balance 
of  trade  is  still  against  him,  and  whatever  he  may 
j  think  of  It,  he  is  in  a  very  bad  way.     Although 
one  individual,  or  all  individuals  gam,  the  nation 
>  loses;  while  all  its  citizens  grow  rich,  the  coun- 
try grows  poor.     This  is  the  doctrine  of  the  bal- 
ance of  trade.     Allow  me,  sir,  to  give  an  instance 
leading  to  show  how  unaccountably  individuals 
deceive  themselves,  and  imagine  themselves  to  be 
somewhat  rapidly  mending  their  condition,  while 
they  ought  to  be  persuaded  that,  bv  that  infallible 
standard,  the  balance  of  trade,  they  are  on  the 
high  road  to  ruin.     Some  years  ago,  in  better 
times   than   the   present,    a  ship  left  one  of  the 
towns  of  New  England  with  seventy  thousand 
specie  dollars.     She  proceeded  to  Mocha,  on  the 
Red    Sea,   and  there   laid   out   these   dollars   in 
coffee,  drugs,  spices,  <tc.     With  this  new  cargo 
she  proceeded  to  Europe;  two-thirds  of  it  were 
sold   m    Holland  for   §130,000,  which   the  ship 
brought  back  and  placed  in  the  same  bank  from 
the  vaults  of  which  she  had  taken  her  original 
outfit.     The  other  third  was  sent  to  the  ports  of 
the  Mediterranean,  and  produced  a  return  of  §25,- 
000  in  specie,  and  S15,000  in  Italian  merchandise. 
These  sums  together  make  5^170,000   imported, 
which  IS  §100,000  more  than  was  exported,  and 
is,  therefore,  proof  of  an  unfavorable  balance  of 
trade,   to   that  amount,   in   this  adventure.     We 
should  find  no  great  difficulty,  sir.  in  paying  off 
our  balances  if  this  were  the  nature  of  them  all. 

The  truth  is,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  all  these  ob- 
.solete  and  exploded   notions  had  their  origin  in 
very  mistaken  ideas  of  the  true  nature  of  com- 
merce.    Commerce  is  not  a  gambling  among  na- 
tions for  a  stake,  to  be  won   by  some  and  10*51  by 
others.     It  has  not  the  tendency   necessarily   to 
impoverish  one  of  the  parlies  to  it,  while  it  en- 
riches the  other;  all  parties  gain,  all  parlies  make 
profiLs,  all  parties  grow  rich,  by  the  operations  of 
just  and  liberal  commerce.     If  the  world  had  but 
one  clime,  and  but  one  soil;  if  all  men  had  the 
same  wants  and  the  same  means,  on  the  spot  of 
their  existence,  to  gratify  those  wants;  then,  in- 
deed, what  one  obtained  from  the  other  by  ex- 
change, would  injure  one  party  in  the  same  de- 
gree  that   It    benefited   the   other;    then,    indeed, 
there  would  be  some  foundation  for  the  balance 
of  trade.     But  Providence  has  disposed  our  lot 
much  more  kindly.     We  inhabit  a  various  earth. 
We  have  reciprocal  wants,  and  reciprocal  means 
for  gratifying  one  another'.s  wants.     This  is  the 
true  origin  of  commerce,  which  is  nothing  more 
than  an   exchange  of  equivalents,  and  from  the 
rude  barter  of  its  primitive  state,  to  the  refined 
and  complex  state  in  which  we  see  it,  its  principle     . 
is  uniformly  the  same;  its  only  object  being,  in 
every  stage,  to   produce  that  exchange  of  com- 
modities  between   individuals   and   between  na- 
tions, which  shall  conduce  to  the  advantage  and 
to  the  happiness  of  both.     Commerce  between  na- 
tions has  the  same  essential  character  as  com- 
merce between  individuals,  or  between  parts  of 
the  same  nation.     Cannot  two  individuals  make 
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an  interchange  of  commodities  which  shall  prove 
beDeficial  to  both,  or  in  which  the  balance  of 
trade  shall  be  in  favor  of  both  ?  If  not,  the  tailor 
and  the  shoemaker,  the  farmer  and  the  smith, 
have  hitherto  very  much  misunderstood  their  own 
interest.  And  with  regard  to  the  internal  trade 
of  a  country,  in  which  the  same  rule  would  ap- 
ply as  between  nations,  do  we  ever  speak  of  such 
an  intercourse  being  prejudicial  to  one  side  be- 
cause it  is  useful  to  the  other?  Do  we  ever  hear 
that,  because  the  intercourse  between  New  York 
and  Albany  is  advantageous  to  one  of  those 
places,  it  must,  therefore,  be  ruinous  to  the  other? 
May  I  be  allowed,  sir,  to  read  a  passage  on  this 
subject  from  the  observations  of  a  gentleman,  in 
my  opinion  one  of  the  most  clear  and  sensible 
writers  and  speakers  of  the  age  upon  subjects  of 
this  sort  :* 

"  There  is  no  political  question  on  which  the  preva- 
lence of  false  principles  is  so  general,  as  in  what  re- 
lates to  the  nature  of  commerce  and  to  the  pretended 
balance  of  trade ;  and  there  are  few  which  have  led 
to  a  greater  number  of  practical  mistakes,  attended 
with  consequences  extensively  prejudicial  to  the  hap- 
piness of  mankind.  In  this  country,  our  parliament- 
ary proceedings,  our  public  documents,  and  the  works 
of  several  able  and  popular  writers,  have  combined  to 
propagate  the  impression  that  we  are  indebted  for 
much  of  our  riches  to  what  is  called  the  balance  of 
trade."  "Our  true  p0Jlcy  would  surely  be  to  profess, 
a«  the  object  and  guide  of  our  commercial  system,  that 
which  every  man  who  has  studied  the  subject  must  know 
to  be  the  true  principle  of  commerce,  the  interchange  of 
reciprocal  and  equivalerit  benefit.  We  may  rest  as- 
rured  that  it  is  not  in  the  nature  of  commerce  to  enrich 
one  party  at  the  expense  of  the  other.  This  is  a  pur- 
pose at  which,  if  it  were  practicable,  we  ought  not  to 
aim  ;  and  which,  if  we  aimed  at,  we  could  not  accom- 
plish." 

These  remarks,  I  believe,  sir,  were  written  some 
ten  or  twelve  years  ago.  They  are  in  perfect  ac- 
cordance with  the  opinions  advanced  in  more 
elaborate  treatises,  and  now  that  the  world  has  re- 
turned to  a  state  of  peace,  and  commerce  has  re- 
sumed its  natural  channels,  and  different  nations 
are  enjoying,  or  seeking  to  enjoy,  their  respective 
portions  of  it,  all  see  the  justness  of  these  ideas; 
all  see,  that,  in  this  day  of  knowledge  and  of 
peace,  there  can  be  no  commerce  between  nations 
but  that  which  shall  benefit  all  who  are  parties 
.  to  it. 

If  it  were  neces.sary,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  might 
ask  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  recur  to  a 
document  before  us,  on  this  subject,  of  the  balance 
of  trade.  It  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  ac- 
counts, that,  in  the  course  of  the  last  year,  our 
total  export  to  Holland  exceeded  two  millions  and 
a  half;  our  total  import  from  the  s.ime  country 
was  but  ^700,000.  Now  can  any  man  be  wild 
enough  to  make  any  inference  from  this  of  the 
gain  or  loss  of  our  trade  with  Holland  for  that 
year?  Our  trade  with  Russia  for  the  same  year 
produced  a  balance  the  other  way  ;  our  import  be- 
ing two  millions,  and  our  export  being  but  half  a 
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million.  But  this  has  no  more  tendency  to  show 
the  Russian  trade  a  losing  trade,  than  the  other 
statement  has  to  show  that  the  Dutch  trade  has 
been  a  gainful  one.  Neither  of  them,  by  itself, 
proves  any  thing. 

Springing  out  of  this  notion  of  a  balance  of 
trade,  there  has  been  another  idea,  which  has  been 
much  dwelt  upon  in  the  course  of  this  debate  ; 
that  is,  that  we  ought  not  to  buy  of  nations  who 
do  not  buy  of  us ;  for  example,  that  the  Russian 
trade  is  a  trade  disadvantageous  to  the  country, 
and  ought  to  be  discouraged,  because,  in  the  ports 
of  Russia,  we  buy  more  than  we  sell.  Now  allow 
me  to  observe,  in  the  first  place,  sir,  that  we  have 
no  account  showing  how  much  we  do  sell  in  the 
ports  of  Rus.sia.  Our  of&cial  returns  show  us 
only  what  is  the  amount  of  our  direct  exports  to 
her  ports.  But  then  we  all  know  that  the  pro- 
ceeds of  other  of  our  exports  go  to  the  same. mar- 
ket, though  indirectly.  We  send  our  own  pro- 
ducts, for  example,  to  Cuba,  or  to  Brazil ;  we 
there  exchange  them  for  the  sugar  and  the  coffee 
of  those  countries,  and  these  articles  we  carry  to 
St.  Petersburg,  and  there  sell  them.  Again  ;  our 
exports  to  Holland  and  Hamburg  are  connected 
directly  or  indirectly  with  our  imports  from  Rus- 
sia. What  difference  does  it  make,  in  sense  or 
reason,  whether  a  cargo  of  iron  be  bought  at  St. 
Petersburg  by  the  exchange  of  a  cargo  of  tobacco, 
or  whether  the  tobacco  has  been  sold  on  the  way, 
in  a  better  market,  in  a  port  of  Holland,  the  money 
remitted  to  England,  and  the  iron  paid  for  by  a 
bill  on  London  ?  There  might  indeed  have  been 
an  augmented  freight,  there  might  have  been 
some  saving  of  commissions,  if  tobacco  had  been 
in  brisk  demand  in  the  Russian  market.  But 
still  there  is  nothing  to  show  that  the  whole  voy- 
age may  not  have  been  highly  profitable.  That 
depends  upon  the  original  cost  of  the  article  here, 
the  amount  of  freight  and  insurance  to  Holland, 
the  price  obtained  there,  the  rate  of  exchange  be- 
tween Holland  and  England  ;  the  expense,  then, 
of  proceeding  to  St.  Petersburg,  the  price  of  iron 
there,  the  rale  of  exchange  between  that  place 
and  England,  the  amount  of  freight  and  insurance 
home,  and.  finally,  the  value  of  the  iron,  when 
brought  to  our  own  market.  These  are  the  cal- 
culations which  determine  the  fortune  of  the  ad- 
venture; and  nothing  can  be  judged  of  it,  one 
way  or  the  other,  by  the  relative  stale  of  our 
imports  or  exports  with  Holland,  England,  or 
Russia. 

I  would  not  be  understood  to  deny  that  it  may 
often  be  our  interest  to  cultivate  a  trade  with 
countries  that  most  require  such  commodities  as 
we  can  furnish,  and  which  are  capable  also  of 
directly  supplying  our  own  wants.  This  is  the 
simplest  and  most  original  form  of  all  commerce, 
and  is,  no  doubt,  highly  beneficial.  And  some 
countries  are  so  situated,  doubtless,  that  commerce 
in  this  origiaal  form,  or  something  near  it,  may 
be  all  that  they  can,  without  considerable  incon- 
venience, carry  on.  Our  trade,  for  example,  with 
.Madeira  and  the  Western  Islands,  has  been  use- 
ful to  the  country  as  furnishing  a  demand  for  some 
portion  of  our  agricultural  products,  which  prob- 
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ably  could  not  have  been  bought,  had  we  not  than  could  be  found  elsewhere,  to  abstain  from 
received  their  products  in  return.  Countries  sit- 
uated still  further  from  the  great  marts  and  high- 
ways of  the  commercial  world,  may  afibrd  still 
strqnger  instances  of  the  necessity  and  utility  of 
conducting  commerce  on  the  original  principle  of 
barter,  without  much  assistance  from  the  opera- 
tions of  credit  and   exchange.     All   I  would   be 


understood  to  say,  is,  that  it  by  no  means  follows 
that  that  must  be  a  losing  trade  with  any  coun- 
try, from  which  we  receive  more  of  her  products 
than  she  receives  of  ours.  And  since  I  was  sup- 
posed the  other  day,  in  speaking  upon  this  sub- 
ject, to  have  advanced  opinions  which  nut  only 
this  country  ought  to  reject,  but  which  also  other 
countries,  and  ihose  the  most  distinguished  for 
skill  and  success  in  commercial  intercourse,  do 
reject,  I  will  ask  leave  to  refer  again  to  the  dis- 
cussion which  I  first  mentioned,  in  the  English 
Parliament,  relative  to  the  foreign  trade  of  that 
country. 

"  With  regard  (says  the  mover  of  the  proposi- 
tion*) to  the  argument  employed  against  renewing 
our  intercourse  with  the  north  of  Europe — namely, 
that  those  who  supplied  us  with  timber  from  that  quar- 
ter would  not  receive  British  manufactures  in  return, 
it  appeared  to  him  futile  and  ungrounded.  If  they 
did  not  send  direct  for  our  manufactures  at  home, 
they  would  send  fur  them  to  Leip*ic,and  other  fairs  of 
Germany.  Were  not  the  Russian  and  Polish  mer- 
chants purchasers  there  to  a  great  amount!  But  he 
would  never  admit  the  principle  that  a  trade  was  not 
pri»f»t»ble,  because  we  were  obliged  to  carry  it  on  with 
the  precious  metals,  or  that  we  ought  to  renounce  it, 
because  our  manufactures  were  not  received  by  the 
foreign  nation,  in  return  for  its  produce.  Whatever 
we  received  must  be  paid  for  in  the  produce  of  our 
land  and  labor,  directly  or  circuitously,  and  he  was 
glad  to  have  the  noble  Earl'sf  marked  concurrence  in 
this  principle." 

Referring  ourselves  again,  sir,  to  the  analo- 
gies of  common  life — no  one  would  say  that  a 
farmer  or  a  mechanic  should  buy  only  where  he 
can  do  so  by  the  exchange  of  his  own  produce,  or 
his  own  manufacture.  Such  exchange  may  be 
often  convenient;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
cash  purchase  may  be  often  more  convenient.  It 
is  the  same  in  the  intercourse  of  nations.  Indeed, 
Mr.  Speaker  has  placed  this  argument  on  very 
clear  grounds.  It  has  been  said,  in  the  early  part 
of  the  debate,  that  if  we  cease  to  import  English 
cotton  fabrics,  England  would  no  longer  continue 
to  purchase  our  cotton.  To  this,  Mr.  Speaker  has 
replied,  with  great  force  and  justice,  that  as  she 
must  have  cotton  in  large  quantities,  she  will  buy 
the  article  where  she  can  find  it  best  and  cheap- 
est; and  that  it  would  be  quite  ridiculous  in  her, 
manufacturing  as  she  still  would  be,  for  her  own 
vast  consumption,  and  the  consumption  of  mil- 
lions in  other  countries,  to  reject  our  uplands, 
because  we  had  learned  to  manufacture  a  part  of 
them  for  ourselves.  And  would  it  not  be  equally 
ridiculous  in  us,  if  the  commodiiies  of  Russia 
were  both  cheaper  and  better  suited  to  our  wants 
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commerce  with  her,  because  she  will  not  receive 
in  return  other  commodities  which  we  have  to  sell, 
but  which  she  has  no  occasion  to  buy  ? 

Intimately  connected,  sir,   with  this   topic,  is 
another,  which  has  been  brought  into  the  debate; 
I   mean   the  evil    so    much  complained  of— the 
exportation  of  specie.     We  hear  gentlemen  im- 
puting the  loss  of  market  at  home  to  a  want  of 
money,  and  this  want  of  money  to  the  exportation 
of  the  precious   metals.     We  hear  the  India  and 
China  trade  denounced  as  a  commerce  conducted 
on  our  side,  in  a  great  measure,  with  gold   and 
silver.     These  opinions,  sir,  are  clearly  void  of  all 
just  foundation,  and  rve  cannot  too  soon  get  rid 
of  them.     There  are  no  shallower  reasoners  than 
those  political  and  commercial  writers  who  would 
represent  it  to  be  the  only  true  and  gainful  end  of 
commerce,   to    accumulate   the   precious   metals. 
These  are  articles  of  use,  and  articles  of  merchan- 
dise, with  this  additional  circumstance  belonging 
to  them,  that  they  are  made,  by  the  general  con- 
sent of  nations,  the  standard  by  which  the  value 
of  all  other  merchandise  is  to  be  estimated.     In  re- 
gard to  weights  and  measures,  something  drawn 
from  external  nature  is  made  a  common  standard, 
for  the  purposes  of  general  convenience  ;  and  this 
is  precisely  the  office  performed  by  the  precious 
metals,   in  addition    to   those   uses  to  which,  as 
metals,  they  are  capable  of  being  applied.     There 
may  be  of  these  too  much  or  too  little,  in  a  coun- 
try, at  a  particular  time,  as  there  may  be  of  any 
other  articles.     When  the  market  is  overstocked 
with  them,  as  it  often  is,  their  exportation  becomes 
as  proper  and  as  useful  as  that  of  other  commodi- 
ties, under  similar  circumstances.     We  need  no 
more  repine,  \yhen  the  dollars,  which  have  been 
brought  here  from  South  America,  are  despatched 
lo  other  countries,   than   when   coffee  and  sugar 
take  the  same  direction.     We  often  deceive  our- 
selves by  attributing  to  a  scarcity  of  money,  that 
which  is  the  result  of  other  causes.     In  the  course 
of  this  debate,  the  honorable  member  from  Penn- 
sylvania  has  represented   the  country  as  full  of 
every  thing  but  money.     But  this  I  take  to  be  a 
mistake.     The  agricultural  products,  so  abundant 
in  Pennsylvania,  will  not,  he  says,  sell  for  money  ; 
but  they  will  sell  for  money  as  quick  as  for  any 
other  article   which  happens   to   be   in   demand. 
They  will  sell  for  money,  for  example,  as  easily 
as    for    coffee,    or   for    tea,  at    the   prices    whicn 
properly  belong  to  those  articles.     The  mistake 
lies  in  imputing  that  to  want  of  money,  which 
arises  from  want  of  demand.     Men   do  not  buy 
wheat  because  they  have  money,  but  because  they 
want  wheat.    To  decide  whether  money  be  plenty 
or  not,  that  is,  whether  there  be  a  large  portion  of 
capital  unemployed  or  not,  when  the  currency  of 
a  country  is  metallic,  we  must  look,  not  only  to 
the  prices  of  commodities,  but  also  to  the  rate  of 
interest.     A  low  rate  of  interest,  a  facility  of  ob- 
taining money  on  loans,  a  disposition  to  invest  in 
permanent  stocks,  all  of  which  are   proofs  that 
money  is  plenty,  may  nevertheless  often  denote  a 
state  not  of  the  highest  prosperity.     They  may, 
and  often  do,  show  a  want  of  employment  for 
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capital;  and  the  accumulation  of  specie  shows 
the  same  thing.     We  have  no  occasion  for  the 
precious  metals  as  money,  except  for  the  purposes 
of  circulation,  or  rather  of  sustaining  a  safe  paper 
circulation.     And  whenever  there  be  a  prospect 
of  a  profitable  investment  abroad,  all  the  gold  and 
silver,  except  what  these  purposes  require,  will  be 
exported.     For  the  same  reason,  if  a  demand  ex- 
ist abroad  for  sugar  and  coffee,  whatever  amount 
of  those  articles  might  exist  in  the  country  beyond 
the  wants  of  its  own  consumption,  would  be  sent 
abroad  to  meet  the  demand.     Besides,  sir,  how 
could  it  ever  occur  to  any  body  that  we  should 
confmue  to  export  gold  and  silver,  if  we  did  not 
continue  to  import  them  also?     If  a  vessel  take 
our  own  products  to  the  Havana  or  elsewhere, 
exchange  them  for  dollars,  proceed  to  China,  ex- 
change them  for  silks  and  teas,  bring  these  last  to 
the  ports  of  the  Mediterranean,  sell  them  there  for 
dollars,  and   return    to   the  United    States;  this 
would  be  a  voyage  resulting  in  the  importation  of 
the  precious  metals.    But  i(  she  had  returned  from 
Cuba,  and  the  dollars   obtained   there   had  been 
shipped  direct  from  the  United  States  to  China, 
the  China  goods  sold  in  Holland,  and  the  proceeds 
brought  home  in  the  hemp  and  iron  of  Russia, 
this  would  be  a  voyage  in  which  they  were  ex- 
ported.    Yet  every  body  sees  that  both  might  be 
equally  beneficial  to  the  individuals  and  to  the 
public.     I  believe,  sir,  that,  in  point  of  fact,  we 
have  enjoyed  great  benefit  in  our  trade  with  India 
and  China,  from   the  liberty  of  going  from  place 
to  place  all  over  the  world,  without  being  obliged 
in  the  mean  time  to  return  home— a  liberty  not 
heretofore  enjoyed  by  the  private  traders  of  Eng- 
land in  regard  to  India  and  China.     Suppose  the 
American  ship  to  be  at  Brazil,  for  example,  she 
could  proceed  with  her  dollars  direct  to  India,  and 
in  return  could  distribute  her  cargo  in  all  the  va- 
rious ports  of  Europe  or  America  :  while  an  Eng- 
lish ship,  if  a  private  trader,  being  at  Brazil,  must 
first  return  to  England,  and  then  could  only  pro- 
ved in  the  direct  line  from  England  to  India. 
This  advantage  our  countrymen  have  not  been 
backward  to  improve ;  and  in  the  debate  to  which 
I  have  already  so  often  referred,  it  was  stated,  not 
without  some  complaint  of  the  inconvenience  of 
exclusion,  and  the  natural  sluggishness  of  monop- 
oly,  that  American  ships  were  at  that  moment 
fatting  out  m  the  Thames,  to  supply  France,  Hol- 
land, and  other  countries  on  the  Continent,  with 
tea  ;  while  the  East  India  Company  would  not 
do  this  of  themselves,  nor  allow  any  of  their  fellow 
countrymen  to  do  it  for  them. 

There  is  yet  another  subject,  Mr.  Chairman, 
upon  which  I  would  wish  to  say  something,  if  I 
might  presume  upon  the  continued  patience  of 
the  Committee.  We  hear,  sometimes,  m  the 
House,  and  continually  out  of  it,  of  the  rate  of 
exchange,  as  being  one  proof  that  we  are  on  the 
downward  road  to  ruin.  Mr.  Speaker  himself 
has  adverted  to  that  topic,  and  I  am  afraid  that 
hjs  authority  may  give  credit  to  opinions  clearly 
unfounded,  and  which  lead  to  very  false  and  erro- 
neous conclusions.  Sir,  let  us  see  what  the  facts 
are.    Exchange  on  England  has  recently  risen 


one  or  one  and  a  half  per  cent.,  partly  owing, 
perhaps,  to  the  introduction  of  this  bill  into  Con- 
gress.    Before  this  recent  rise,  and  for  the  last  six 
months,  I  understand  its  average  may  have  been 
about  seven  and  a  half  per  cent,  advance.     Now, 
supposing   this  to  be  the  real,  and  not  merely,  as 
it  IS,  the  nominal  par  of  exchange  between  us  and 
England,  what  would  it  prove?     Nothing,   ex- 
cept that  funds  were  wanted,  in    Englan'd,  for 
commercial  operations,  to  be  carried  on  either  in 
England  or  elsewhere.     It  would  not  necessarily 
show  that  we  were  indebted  to  England;   for,  if 
we  had  occasion  to  pay  debts  in  Russia  or  Hol- 
land, funds  in  England  would  naturally  enough 
be  required  for  such  a   purpose.     And  even   if  it 
did  prove  that  a  balance  was  due  England,  at  the 
moment,  it  would  have  no  tendency  to  explain  to 
us  whether  our  commerce  with  England  had  been 
profitable  or  unprofitable.     But  it  is  not  true,  in 
point  of  fact,  that  the  real  price  of  exchange  is 
seven  and  a  half  per  cent,  advance,  nor,  indeed, 
that  there  is,  at  the  present  moment,  any  advance 
at  all.     That  is  to  say,  it  is  not  true  that  mer- 
chants will  givesucli  an  advance,  or  any  advance, 
for  money  in  England,  more  than  they  would  give 
for  the  same  amount,  in  the  same  currency,  here. 
It  will  strike  every  one,  who  reflects  upon  it,  that, 
if  there  were  a  real  difference  of  seven  and  a  half 
per  cent.,  money  would  be  immediately  shipped  to 
England;  because  the  expense  of  transportation 
would  be  far  less  than  that  difference;  or  commo- 
dities of  trade  would  be  shipped  to  Europe,  and 
the  proceeds  remitted  to  England.     If  it  could  no 
happen  that  American  merchants  should  be  wil- 
ling to  pay  ten  per  cent,  premium  for  money  in 
England,  or,  in  other  words,  that  a  real  difference 
to  that  amount,  in  the  exchange,  should  exist,  its 
effects  Would   be  immediately  seen  in  new  ship- 
ments of  our  own   commodities  to  Europe,  be- 
cause this  state  of  things  would  create  new  mo- 
lives.     A  cargo  of  tobacco,  for  example,  might 
sell  at  Amsterdam  for  the  .*ame  price  as  before ; 
but  if  its  proceed.-*,  when  remitted  to  London,  were 
advanced,  as  they  would  be  in  such  case,  ten  per 
cent,  by  the  state  of  exchange,  this  would  be  so 
much  added  to  the  price,  and  would  operate,  there- 
fore, as  a  motive  for  the  exportation  ;  and  in  this 
way  national  balance*  are,  and  always  will  be, 
adjusted. 

To  form  any  accurate  Idea  of  the  true  state  of 
exchange  between  two  countries,  we  must  look  at 
their  currencies,  and  compare  the  quantities  of 
gold  and  silver  which  they  may  respectively  rep- 
resent. This  u.sually  explains  the  state  of  the  ex- 
changes;  and  this  will  satisfactorily  account  for 
the  apparent  advance,  now  existing,  on  bills  drawn 
on  England.  The  En^Ii.sh  standard  of  value  is 
gold;  with  us,  that  oflice  is  performed  by  gold, 
and  by  silver  also,  at  a  fixed  relation  to  each 
other.  But  our  estimate  of  silver  is  rather  higher, 
m  proportion  to  gold,  than  most  nations  give  it; 
It  IS  higher,  especially,  than  in  England,  at  the 
present  moment.  The  consequence  is,  that  silver, 
which  remains  a  legal  currency  with  us,  stays 
here,  while  the  gold  has  gone  abroad  ;  verifying 
the  universal  truth,  that,  if  two  currencies  be  al- 
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lowed  to  exist,  of  different  values,  that  which  is 
cheapest  will  fill  up  the  whole  circulation.  For 
as  much  gold  as  will  suffice  to  pay  here  a  debt  of 
a  given  amount,  we  can  buy  in  England  more 
silver  than  would  be  necessary  to  pay  the  same 
debt  here;  and  from  this  difference  in  the  value 
of  silver  arises  wholly,  or  in  a  great  measure,  the 
present  apparent  difference  in  exchange.  Spanish 
dollars  sell  now,  in  England,  for  lour  shillings 
and  nine  pence  sterling  per  ounce;  equal  to  one 
dollar  and  six  cents.  By  our  standard,  the  same 
ounce  is  worth  one  dollar  and  sixteen  cents  ;  being 
a  difference  of  about  nine  per  cent.  The  true  par 
of  exchange,  therefore,  is  nine  per  cent.  If  a 
merchant  here  pay  one  hundred  Spanish  dollars 
for  a  bill  on  England,  at  nominal  par,  in  sterling 
money,  that  is,  for  a  bill  for  £22  10«.,  the  pro- 
ceeds of  this  bill,  when  paid  in  England,  in  the 
legal  currency,  will  there  purchase,  at  the  present 
price  of  silver,  one  hundred  and  nine  Spanish 
dollars.  Therefore,  if  the  nominal  advance  on 
English  bills  do  not  exceed  nine  per  cent.,  the 
real  exchange  is  not  against  this  country  ;  in  other 
words,  it  does  not  show  that  there  is  any  pressing 
or  particular  occasion  for  the  remittance  of  funds 
to  England. 

As  little  can  be  inferred  from  the  occasional 
transfer  of  United  States  stock  to  England.  Con- 
sidering the  interest  paid  on  our  stocks,  the  entire 
stability  of  our  credit,  and  the  accumulation  of 
capital  in  England,  it  is  not  at  all  wonderful  that 
investments  should  occasionally  be  made  in  our 
funds.  As  a  sort  of  countervailing  fact,  it  may 
be  stated  that  English  stocks  are  now  actually 
holden  in  this  country,  though  probably  not  to 
any  considerable  amount. 

I  will  now  proceed,  sir,  to  state  some  objections 
which  I  feel,  of  a  more  general  nature,  to  the 
course  of  Mr.  Speaker's  observations. 

He  seems  to  me  to  argue  the  question  as  if  all 
domestic  industry  were  confined  to  the  production 
of  manufactured  articles ;  as  if  the  employment 
of  our  own  capital,  and  our  own  labor,  in  the 
occupations  of  commerce  and  navigation,  were  not 
as  emphatically  domestic  industry  as  any  other 
occupation.  Some  other  gentlemen,  in  the  course 
of  the  debate,  have  spoken  of  the  price  paid  for 
every  foreign  manufactured  article,  as  so  much 
given  for  the  encouragement  of  foreign  labor,  to 
the  prejudice  of  our  own.  But  is  not  every  such 
article  the  product  of  our  own  labor  as  truly  as  if 
we  had  manufactured  it  ourselves?  Our  labor  has 
earned  it,  and  paid  the  price  for  it.  It  is  so  much 
added  to  the  slock  of  national  wealth.  If  the 
commodity  were  dollars,  nobody  would  doubt  the 
truth  of  this  remark  :  and  it  is  precisely  as  correct 
in  its  application  to  any  other  commodity  as  to 
silver.  One  man  makes  a  yard  of  cloth  at  home ; 
another  raises  agricultural  products,  and  buys  a 
yard  of  imported  cloth.  Both  these  are  equally 
the  earnings  of  domestic  industry,  and  the  only 
questions  that  arise  in  the  case  are  two  :  the  first 
is,  which  is  the  best  mode,  under  all  the  circum- 
stances, of  obtaining  the  article ;  the  second  is, 
how  far  this  fir>f  question  is  proper  to  be  decided 
by  Government,  and  how  far  it  is  proper  to  be  left 


to  individual  discretion.     There  is  no  foundation 
for  the  distinction  which  attribute  to  certain  em- 
ployments the  peculiar  appellation  of  American 
industry;  and  it  is,  is  my  judgment,  extremely 
unwise,  to  attempt  such  discriminations.     We  are 
asked,  what  nations  have  ever  attained  emiiient 
prosperity  without  encouraging  manufactures  ?    I 
may  ask,  what  nation  ever  reached  the  like  pros- 
perity without  promoting  foreign  trade  ?     I  regard 
these  interests  as  closely  connected,  and  am  of 
opinion   that  it  should   be  our  aim  to  cause  thera 
to  flourish  together.     I  know  it  would  be  very  easy 
to  promote  manufactures,  at  least  for  a  time,  but 
probably  only  for  a  short  time,  if  we  might  act  in 
disregard  of  other  interests.     We  could  cause  a 
sudden  transfer  of  capital,  and  a  violent  change  in 
the  pursuits  of  men.   We  could  exceedingly  benefit 
some  classes  by  these  means.     But  what,  then, 
becomes  of  the  interests  of  others  ?     The  power 
of  collecting  revenue  by  duties  on  imports,  and 
the  habit  of  the  Government  of  collecting  almost 
its  whole  revenue  in  that  mode,  will  enable  us, 
without  exceeding  the  bounds  of  moderation,  to 
give  great  advantages  to  those  classes  of  manu- 
factures which  we  may  think  most  useful  to  pro- 
mote at  home.     What  I  object  to  is  the  immode- 
rate use  of  the  power — exclusions  and  prohibi- 
tions ;  all  of  whichj  at  I  thinkj  not  only  interrupt 
the  pursuits  of  individuals,  with  great  injury  to 
themselves,  and  little  or  no  benefit  to  the  country, 
but  also  often  divert  our  own  labor,  or,  as  it  may 
very  properly  be  called,  our  own  domestic  indus- 
try, from  those  occupations  in  which  it  is  well 
employed  and  well  paid,  to  others,  in  which  it 
will  be  worse  employed,  and  worse  paid.     For 
my  part,  I  see  very  little  relief  to  those  who  are 
likely  to  be  deprived  of  their  employments,  or  who 
find   the  prices  of  the  commodities  which  they 
need,  raised,  in  any  of  the  alternatives  which  Mr. 
Speaker  has  presented.     It  is  nothing  to  say  that 
they  may,  if  they  choose,  continue  to  buy  the  for- 
eign article ;  the  answer  is,  the  price  is  augmented : 
nor  that  they  may  use  the  domestic  article;  the 
price  of  that  also  is  increased.    Nor  can  they  sup- 
ply themselves   by  the  substitution  of  their  own 
fabric.     How  can  the  agriculturist  make  his  own 
iron  ?    How  can  the  ship  owner  grow  his  own 
hemp  ? 

But  I  have  yet  a  stronger  objection  to  the  course 
of  Mr.  Speaker's  reasoning ;  which  is,  that  he 
leaves  out  of  the  case  all  that  has  been  already  done 
for  the  protection  of  manufactures,  and  argues 
ths  question  as  if  those  interests  were  now,  for  the 
first  lime,  to  receive  aid  from  duties  on  imports. 
1  can  hardly  express  the  surprise  I  feel  that  Mr. 
Speaker  should  fall  into  the  common  modes  of 
expression  used  elsewhere,  and  askif  we  will  give 
our  manufactures  no  protection.  Sir,  look  to  the 
history  of  our  laws ;  look  to  the  present  state  of 
our  laws.  Consider  that  our  whole  revenue,  with 
a  trifling  exception,  is  collected  at  the  custom- 
house, and  always  has  been  ;  and  then  say  what 
propriety  there  is  in  calling  on  the  Government 
for  protection,  as  if  no  protection  had  heretofore 
been  afforded.  The  real  question  before  us,  in 
regard  to  all  the  important  clauses  of  the  bill,  is 
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not  whether  we  will  lay  duties,  but  whether  we 
will  av^unt  Juries.  The  demand  is  for  somethiug 
more  than  exists,  and  yet  it  is  pressed  as  if  noth- 
ing existed.  It  is  wholly  forgotten  that  iron  and 
herap,  for  example,  already  pay  a  very  heavy  and 
burdensome  duty  ;  and,  in  short,  from  the  general 
tenor  of  Mr.  Speaker's  observations,  one  would 
infer  that,  hitherto,  we  had  rather  taxed  our  own 
manufactures  than  fostered  them  by  taxes  on  those 
of  other  countries.  We  hear  of  the  fatal  policy 
of  the  tariff  of  1816 ;  and  yet  the  law  of  1816  was 
passed  avowedly  for  the  benefit  of  manufacturers, 
and,  with  very  few  exceptions,  imposed  on  im- 
ported articles  very  great  additions  ot  tax;  in 
some  important  instances,  indeed,  amounting  to  a 
prohibition. 

Sir,  on  this  subject  it  becomes  us  at  least  to 
understand  the  real  posture  of  the  question.  Let 
us  not  suppose  that  we  are  beginning  the  protec- 
tion of  manufactures,  by  duties  on  imports.  What 
we  are  asked  to  do  is,  to  render  those  duties  much 
higher,  and  therefore,  instead  of  dealing  in  gen- 
eral commendations  of  the  benefits  of  protection 
the  friends  of  the  bill,  I  think,  are  bound  to  make 
out  a  fair  case  for  each  of  the  manufactures  which 
they  propose  to  benefit.  The  Government  has 
already  done  much  for  their  protection,  and  it 
ought  to  be  presumed  to  have  done  enou«-h,  un- 
less It  should  be  shown,  by  the  facts  and  consid- 
erations applicable  to  each,  that  there  is  a  neces- 
sity for  doing  more. 

On  the  general  question,  sir,  allow  me  to  ask 
if  the  doctrine  of  prohibition,  as  a  general  doc- 
trine, be  not  preposterous  ?     Suppose  all  nations 
to  act   upon  it;  they  would  be  prosperous,  then, 
according  to  the  argument,  precisely  in  the  pro- 
portion in  which  they  abolished  intercourse  with 
one  another.     The  less  of  mutual  commerce  the 
better,  upon  this  hypothesis.     Protection  and  en- 
couragement may  be,   and   are,  doubtless,  some- 
times, wise  and  beneficial,  if  kept  within  proper 
limits;  but,  when  carried  to  an  extravagant  height 
or  the  point  of  prohibition,  the  absurd  character 
of  the  system  manifests  itself.     Mr.  Speaker  has 
referred  to  the  late  Emperor  Napoleon,  as  having 
attempted  to  naturalize  the  manufacture  of  cotton 
in  i<  ranee.     He  did  not  cite  a  more  extravagant 
part  of   the   projects  of  that   ruler,  that  is,  his  at- 
tempt to  naturalize  the  growth  of  that  plant  itself 
in   France;    whereas,  we   have   underMood   that 
considerable  districts  in  the  south  of  France,  and 
in  Italy,  of  rich  and  productive  lands,  were  at  one 
time  withdrawn  from  profitable  uses,  and  devoted 
to  raising,  at  great  expense,  a  little   bad  cotton. 
JNor  have  we  been  referred  to  the  attempts,  under 
the  same  system,  to  make  sugar  and  coff"ee  from 
common    culinary    vegetable.^;    attempts    which 
served   to  fill   the  print  shops  of  Europe,  and  to 
show   us  how  easy  is  the  transition  from   what 
some  think  sublime,  to  that  which  all  admit  to  be 
ridiculous.     The  folly  of  some  of  thc^e  projects 
has  not  been  surpassed,  nor   hardly  equalled,  un- 
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l^sMt  be  by  the  philosopher  in  one  of  the  satires 
ot  b  wilt,  whoso  long  labored  to  extract  sunbeams 
irom  cucumbers. 

,     The  poverty  and  unhappiness  of  Spain  have 


been  attributed  to  the  want  of  protection  to  her 
own  industry.     If  by  this  it  be  meant  that  the 
poverty  of  Spain   is  owing   to  bad  Government 
and  bad    laws,  the  remark  is,  in  a  great  measure 
just.     But  these  very  laws  are  bad   because  they 
are  restrictive,  partial,  and  prohibitory.     If  pro- 
hibition  were  protection,  Spain   would  seem  to 
have  had  enough  of  it.     Nothing  can  exceed  the 
barbarous  rigidity  of  her  colonial  system,  or  the 
folly  of  her  early  commercial  regulations.    Unen- 
lightened and   bigoted  legislation,  the  multitude 
ot   holidays,  miserable  roads,  monopolies  on  the 
part  of  Government,  restrictive  laws,  that  ought 
long  since  to  have  been  abrogated,  are  generally 
and  I  believe  truly,  reckoned  the  principal  causes 
of  the   bad    state  of  the  productive   industry  of 
Spam.     Any  partial  improvement  in  condition, 
or  increase  of  her  prosperity,  has  been,  in  all  cases, 
the  result  of  relaxation,  and  the  abolition  of  what 
was  intended  for  favor  and  protection. 

In  short,  sir,  the  general  sense  of  this  age  sets, 
with  a  strong  current,  in  favor  of  freedom  of  com- 
mercial  intercourse,  and  unrestrained  individual 
action.  Men  yield  up  their  notions  of  monopoly 
and  restriction,  as  they  yield  up  other  prejudices, 
slowly  and  reluctantly;  but  they  cannot  with- 
stand the  general  tide  of  opinion. 

Let  me  now  ask,  sir,  what  relief  this  bill  pro- 
poses to  some  of  those  great  and  essential  interests 
of  the  country,  the  condition  of  which  has  been 
referred    to   as    proof  of  national    distress ;    and 
which  condition,  although  I  do  not  think  it  makes 
out  a  case  of  distress,  yet  does  indicate  depression. 
And  first,  as  to  our  loreign  trade.    The  Speaker 
has  stated  that  there  has  been  a  considerable  fall- 
ing  ofl  in   the   tonnage  employed   in    that  trade. 
1  his  IS  true,  lamentably  true.     In  my  opinion,  it 
IS  one  of  those  occurrences  which  ought  to  arrest 
our  immediate,  our  deep,  our  most  earnest  atten- 
tion.    What  does  this  bill  propose  for  its  relief  ? 
Sir,  It  proposes  nothing  but  new  burdens,     h  pro- 
poses to  diminish  its  employment,  and  it  proposes 
at  the  same  time,  to  augment  its  expense,  by  sub-' 
jecting  It  to  heavier  taxation.     Sir,  there  is  no 
interest,  in  regard   to  which  a  stronger  case   for 
protection  can  be  made  out,  than   the  naviTating 
interest.     Whether  we  look  at   its  preNent  condi- 
tion, which  IS  admitted  to  be  depressed  ;  the  num- 
ber of  persons  connected  with   it,  and  dependent 
upon  It   lor   their  daily  bread  ;  or  its  importance 
to  the  country  in  a  political  point  of  view   it  has 
claims  upon   our  attention  which  cannot  be  ex- 
ceeded.    But  what  do  we  propose  to  do  for  it  ?    I 
repeat,  sir,  simply  to  burden  and  to  tax  it      Bv  a 
statement  which  I  have  already  submitted  to  the 
Committee,  It  appears  that  the  shipping  interest 
pays,  arinually,  more  than  half  a  million  of  dol- 
lars in  duties  on  articles  used  in  the  construction 
ot  ships.     We  propose   to  add   nearly,  or  quite, 
fifty  per  cent,  to  this  amount,  at  the  very  moment 
that  we  bring  forth  the  languishing  state  of  this 
interest,  as  a  proof  of  national  distress.     Let  it 
be  remembered   that  our   shipping   employed   in 
loreign  commerce,  has,  at  this  moment,  not   the 
shadow  of  Government  protection.    It  goes  abroad 
upon  the  wide  sea  to  make  its  own  way,  and  earn 


Aphil,  1824. 


The  Tariff  BiU. 


H.  OP  R. 


its  own  bread,  in  a  professed  competition  with 
the  whole  world.  Its  resources  are  its  own  fru- 
gality, its  own  skill,  its  own  enterprise.  It  hopes 
to  succeed,  if  it  shall  succeed  at  all,  not  by  extra- 
ordinary aid  of  Government,  but  by  patience, 
vigilance,  and  toil.  This  right  arm  of  the  na- 
tion's safety  strengthens  its  own  muscle  by  its 
own  efforts,  and  by  unwearied  exertion  in  its  own 
defence  becomes  strong  for  the  defence  of  the 
country. 

No  one  acquainted  with  this  interest  can  deny 
that  its  situation,  at  this  moment,  is  extremely 
critical.  We  have  left  it  hitherto  to  maintain 
itself  or  perish;  to  swim  if  it  can,  and  to  sink  if 
it  cannot.  But  at  this  moment  of  its  apparent 
struggle,  can  we,  as  men,  can  we,  as  patriots,  add 
another  stone  to  the  weight  that  threatens  to  carry 
it  (iown?  Sir,  there  is  a  limit  to  human  power 
and  to  human  effort.  I  know  the  commercial 
marine  of  this  country  can  do  almost  every  thing, 
and  bear  almost  every  thing.  Yet  some  things 
are  impossible  to  be  done;  and  some  burdens  may 
be  impossible  to  be  borne;  and  as  it  was  the  last 
ounce  that  broke  the  back  of  the  camel,  so  the 
last  tax,  although  it  were  even  a  small  one,  may 
be  decisive  as  to  the  power  of  our  marine  to  sus- 
tain the  conflict  in  which  it  is  now  engaged  with 
all  the  commercial  nations  on  the  globe. 

Again,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  failures  and  the 
bankruptcies  which  have  taken  place  in  our  large 
cities  have  been  mentioned  as  proving  the  little 
success  attending  commerce  and  its  general  de- 
cline. But  this  bill  has  no  balm  for  those  wounds. 
It  is  very  remarkable,  that,  when  losses  and  disas- 
ters of  certain  manufacturers,  those  of  iron,  for 
instance,  are  mentioned,  it  is  done  for  the  purpose 
of  invoking  aid  for  the  distressed.  Not  so  with 
the  losses  and  disasters  of  commerce;  these  last 
are  narrated,  and  not  unfrequently  much  exag- 
gerated, to  prove  the  ruinous  nature  of  the  employ- 
ment, and  to  show  that  it  ought  to  be  abandoned, 
and  the  capital  engaged  in  it  turned  to  other  ob- 
jects. 

It  has  been  often  said,  sir,  that  our  manufac- 
tures have  to  contend,  not  only  against  the  natural 
advantages  of  those  who  produce  similar  articles 
in  foreign  countries,  but  also  against  the  action  of 
foreign  Governments,  who  have  great  political 
interest  in  aiding  their  own  manufactures  to  sup- 
press ours.  But  have  not  these  Governments  as 
great  an  interest  to  cripple  our  marine,  by  pre- 
venting the  growth  of  our  commerce  and  naviga- 
tion ?  What  is  it  that  makes  us  the  object  of  the 
highest  respect,  or  the  most  suspicious  jealousy 
to  foreign  States?  What  is  it  that  most  enables 
us  to  take  high  relative  rank  among  the  nations? 
I  need  not  say  that  this  results,  more  than  from 
any  thing  else,  from  that  quantity  of  military  power 
which  we  can  cause  to  be  water  borne,  and  of  that 
extent  of  commerce,  which  we  are  able  to  main- 
tain throughout  the  world. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  conscious  of  having  de- 
tained the  Committee  much  too  long  with  these 
observations.  My  apology  for  now  proceeding  to 
some  remarks  upon  the  particular  clauses  of  the 
bill,  is,  that,  representing  a  district  at  once  com- 


mercial and  highly  manufacturing,  and  being 
called  upon  to  vote  upon  a  bill  containing  provi- 
sions so  numerous  and  so  various,  I  am  naturally 
desirous  to  state  as  well  what  I  approve,  as  what 
I  would  reject. 

The  first  section  proposes  an  aug'mented  duty 
upon  woollen  manufactures.  This,  if  it  were  un- 
qualified, would  no  doubt  be  desirable  to  those 
who  are  engaged  in  that  business.  I  have  myself 
presented  a  petition  from  the  woollen  manufac- 
turers of  Massachusetts,  praying  an  augmented 
ad  valorem  duty  upon  imported  woollen  cloths j 
and  I  am  prepared  to  accede  to  that  proposition, 
to  a  reasonable  extent.  But  then  this  bill  pro- 
poses, also,  a  very  high  duty  upon  imported  wool ; 
and,  as  far  as  I  can  learn,  a  majority  of  the  man- 
ufacturers are  at  least  extremely  doubtful  whether, 
taking  these  two  provisions  together,  the  state  of 
the  law  is  not  better  for  them  now  than  it  would 
be  if  this  bill  should  pass.  It  is  said  this  tax  on 
raw  wool  will  benefit  the  agriculturist ;  but  I  know 
it  to  be  the  opinion  of  some  of  the  best  informed 
of  that  class,  that  it  will  do  them  more  hurt  than 
good.  They  fear  it  will  check  the  manufacturer, 
and  consequently  check  his  demand  for  their  arti- 
cle. The  argument  is,  that  a  certain  quantity  of 
coarse  wool,  cheaper  than  we  can  possibly  furnish, 
is  necessary  to  enable  the  manufacturer  to  carry- 
on  the  general  business,  and  that  if  this  cannot  be 
had,  the  consequence  will  be,  not  a  greater,  but  a 
less,  manufacture  of  our  own  wool.  I  am  aware 
that  very  intelligent  persons  differ  upon  this  point ; 
but,  if  we  may  safely  infer  from  that  difference  of 
opinion,  that  the  proposed  benefit  is  at  least  doubt- 
ful, it  would  be  prudent  perhaps  to  abstain  from 
the  experiment.  Certain  it  is  that  the  same  course 
of  reasoning  has  occurred,  as  I  have  before  stated, 
on  the  same  subject,  when  a  renewed  application 
was  made  to  the  English  Parliament  to  repeal 
the  duty  on  imported  wool,  I  believe  scarcely  two 
months  ago;  those  who  support  the  application, 
pressing  urgently  the  necessity  of  an  unrestricted 
use  of  the  cheap,  imported  raw  material,  with  a 
view  to  supply,  with  coarse  cloths,  the  markets  of 
warm  climates,  such  as  those  of  Egypt  and  Tur- 
key, and  especially  a  vast  new  created  demand  in 
the  South  American  States. 

As  to  the  manufactures  of  cotton,  it  is  agreed, 
I  believe,  that  they  are  generally  successful.  It 
is  understood  that  the  present  existing  duty  oper- 
ates pretty  much  as  a  prohibition  over  those  de- 
scriptions of  fabrics  to  which  it  applies.  The 
proposed  alteration  would  probably  enable  the 
American  manufacturer  to  commence  competi- 
tion with  higher  priced  fabrics;  and  so  would, 
perhaps,  an  augmentation  less  than  is  here  pro- 
posed, i  consider  the  cotton  manufactures  not  only 
to  have  reached,  but  to  have  passed,  the  point  of 
competition.  I  regard  their  success  as  certain, 
and  their  growth  as  rapid  as  the  most  impatient 
could  well  expect.  If,  however,  a  provision  of 
the  nature  of  that  recommended  here,  were  thought 
necessary  to  commence  new  operations  in  the  same 
line  of  manufacture,  I  should  cheerfully  agree  to 
it,  if  it  were  not  at  the  cost  of  sacrificing  other 
great  interests  of  the  country.     I  need  hardly  say 
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thai,  whatever  promotes  the  cotton  and  woollen 
manufactures,  promotes  most  important  interests 
of  my  constituents.  They  have  a  great  stake  in 
the  success  of  those  establishments,  and,  as  far  as 
those  manufactures  are  concerned,  would  be  as 
much  benefited  by  the  provisions  of  this  bill  as 
any  part  of  the  community.  It  is  obvious,  too,  I 
should  think,  that,  for  some  considerable  time, 
manufactures  of  this  sort,  to  whatever  magnitude 
they  may  rise,  will  be  principally  established  in 
those  parts  of  the  country  where  population  is 
most  dense,  capital  most  abundant,  and  where 
the  most  successful  beginnings  have  been  already 
made. 

But  if  these  be  thought  to  be  advantages,  they 
are  greatly  counterbalanced  by  other  advantages 
enjoyed  by  other  portions  of  the  country,     I  can- 
not but  regard  the  situation  of  the  West  as  highly 
favorable  to  human  happiness.     It  offers,  in  the 
abundance  of  its  new  and  fertile  lands,  such  as- 
surances of  permanent  property  and  respectability 
to  the  industrious,  it  enables  them  to  lav  such  sure 
foundations   for  a  competent  provision  for  their 
families,  it  makes  such  a  nation  of  freeholders, 
that  it  need  not  envy  the  happiest  and  most  pros- 
perous of  the  manufacturing  communities.     We 
may  talk  as  we  will  of  well-fed  and  well-clothed 
day  laborers  or  journeymen;  they  are  not,  after 
all,  to  be  compared,  either  for  happiness,  or  re- 
spectability, with  him  who  sleeps  under  his  own 
roof,  and  cultivates  his  own  fee-simple  inheritance. 
With  respect  to  the  proposed  duty  on  glass,  I 
would  observe,  that,  upon  the  best  means  ot  judg- 
ing which  I  possess,  I  am  of  opinion,  that  the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  is  right,  in  staling, 
that  there  is,  in  effect,  a  bounty  upon  the  expor- 
tation of  the  British  article.     I  think  it  entirely 
proper,  therefore,  to  raise  our  own  duty  by  such 
an  amount  as  shall  be  equivalent  to  that  bounty. 
And  here,  Mr.  Chairman,  before  proceeding  to 
those  parts  of  the  bill  to  which  I  mo.st  strenuously 
object,  I  will  be  so  presumptuous,  as  to  take  up  a 
challenge  which  Mr.  Speaker  has  thrown  down. 
He  has  asked  us,  in  a  lone  of  interrogatory  indi- 
cative of  the  feeling  of  anticipated  triumph,  to 
mention  any  country  in  which  manufactures  have 
flourished,  without  the  aid  of  prohibitory  laws. 
He  has  demanded,  if  it  be  not  policy,  protection, 
aye,   and   prohibition,   that   have   carried    other 
Slates   10   the   height   of   iheir    prosperity,   and 
whether  any  one  has  succeeded  with  such  tame 
and  inert  legislation  as  ours.     Sir,  I  am  ready  to 
answer  this  inquiry. 

There  is  a  country,  not  undistinguished  among 
the  nations,  in  which  the  progress  of  manufactures 
has  been  far  more  rapid  than  in  any  other,  and 
yet  unaided  by  prohibitions  or  unnatural  restric- 
tions. That  country,  the  happiest  which  the  sun 
shines  on,  is  our  own. 

The  woollen  manufactures  of  England  have 
existed  from  the  early  ages  of  the^monarchy. 
Provisions,  designed  to  aid  and  foster  them,  are  in 
the  black-lettered  statutes  of  the  Edwards  and  the 
Henrys.  Ours,  on  the  contrary,  are  but  of  yester- 
day ;  and  yet,  with  no  more  than  the  protection 
of  existing  laws,  they  are  already  at  the  point  of 


close  and  promising  competition.     Sir,  nothinfr 
is  more  unphilosophical  than  to  refer  us,  on  these 
subjects,  to  the  policy  adopted  by  other  nations  in 
a  very  different  state  of  society,  or  to  infer  that 
what  was  judged  expedient  by  them,  in  their  early 
history,  must  also   be  expedient   for  us,  in  this 
early  part  of  our  own.     This  would  be  reckoning 
our  age  chronologically,  and  estimating  our  ad- 
vance by  our  number  of  years ,  when,  in   truth, 
we  should  regard  only  the  slate  of  society,  the 
knowledge,  the  skill,  the  capital,  the  enterprise, 
which  belong  to  our  times.     VVe  have  been  trans- 
ferred from  the  stock  of  Europe,  in  a  compara- 
tively enlightened  age,  and  our  civilization  and 
improvement  date  back  as  early  as  her  own.     Her 
original  history  is  also  our  original  history  ;  and 
if,  since  the  moment  of  separation,  she  has  gone 
ahead  of  us,  in  some  respects,  it  may  be  said, 
without  violating  truth,  that  we  have  kept  up  in 
others,  and,  in  others  again,  are  ahead  ourselves. 
We   are   to  legislate,  then,  with   regard    to   the 
present  actual  state  of  society  ;  and  our  own  ex- 
perience shows  us  that,  commencing  manufactures 
at  the   present  highly  enlightened  and  emulous 
moment,  we  need  not  imitate  the  clumsy  helps, 
with  which,  in  less  auspicious  times.  Governments 
have  sought  to  enable  the  ingenuity  and  industry 
of  their  people  to  hobble  along. 

The  English  cotton  manufactures  began  about 
the  commencement  of  the  last  reign.  Ours  can 
hardly  be  said  to  have  commenced,  with  any 
earnestness,  until  the  application  of  the  power 
loom,  in  1816,  not  more  than  eight  years  ago. 
Now,  sir,  I  hardly  need  again  speak  of  its  progr^s, 
its  present  extent,  or  its  askurance  of  future  en- 
largement. In  some  sorts  of  fabrics  we  are  al- 
ready exporters,  and  the  products  of  our  manufac- 
tories are,  at  this  moment,  in  the  South  American 
markets.  We  see,  then,  what  can  be  done  with- 
out prohibition  or  extraordinary  protection,  be- 
cause we  see  what  has  been  done;  and  I  venture 
to  predict  that,  in  a  few  years,  it  will  be  thought 
wonderful  that  these  branches  of  manufactures,  at 
least,  should  have  been  thought  to  require  addi- 
tional aid  from  Government. 

Mr.  Chairman  :  The  best  apology  for  laws  of 
prohibition  and  laws  of  monopoly,  will  be  found 
in   that  state  of  society,  not  only  unenlightened, 
but  sluggish,  in  which  they  are  most  generally 
established.     Private  industry,  in  those  days,  re- 
quired strong  provocatives,  which  Governments 
were  .seeking   to  administer  by  these  means— 
Something  was  wanted  to  actuate  and  stimulate 
men,  and  the  prospects  of  such  profits  as  would, 
in  our  times,  excite  unbounded  competition,  would 
hardly  move  the  sloth  of  former  ages.      In  some 
instances,  no  doubt,  these  laws  produced  an  effect, 
which,  in  that  period,  would  not  have  taken  place 
without  them.     But  our  age  is  wholly  of  a  differ- 
ent character,  and  its   legislation  takes  another 
turn.     Society  is  full  of  excitement ;  competitiou 
comes  in  place  of  monopoly;  and  intelligence  and 
industry  ask  only  for  fair  play  and  an  open  field. 
I'rofats.  indeed,  in  such  a  state  of  things,  will  be 
small,  but  they  will  be  extensively  diffused  ;  prices 
will  be  low,  and  the  great  body  of  the  people 
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prosperous  and  happy.  It  is  worthy  of  remark, 
that,  from  the  operation  of  these  causes,  commer- 
cial wealth,  while  it  is  increased  beyond  calcula- 
tion in  its  general  aggregate,  is,  at  the  same  time, 
broken  and  diminished  in  its  subdivisions.  Com- 
mercial prosperity  should  be  judged  of  therefore 
rather  from  the  extent  of  trade,  than  from  the 
magnitude  of  its  apparent  profits.  It  has  been  re- 
marked, that  Spain,  certainly  one  of  the  poorest 
nations,  made  very  great  profits  on  the  amount  of 
her  trade;  but  with  little  other  benefit  than  the 
enriching  of  a  few  individuals  and  companies. 
Profits  to  the  English  merchants  engaged  in  the 
Levant  and   Turkey  trade,  were  formerly  very 

frreat,  and  there  were  richer  merchants  in  Eng- 
and  some  centuries  ago,  considering  the  compara- 
tive value  of  money,  than  at  the  present  highly 
commercial  period.  When  the  diminution  of 
profits  arises  from  the  extent  of  competition,  it 
indicates  rather  a  salutary  than  an  injurious 
change.* 

The  true  course  then,  sir,  for  us  to  pursue,  is, 
in  my  opinion,  to  consider  what  our  situation  is, 
what  our  means  are,  and  how  ihey  can  be  best  ap- 
plied. What  amount  of  population  have  we,  in 
comparison  with  our  extent  of  soil,  what  amount 
of  capital  and  labor,  at  what  price  ?  As  to  skill, 
knowledge,  and  enterprise,  we  may  safely  take  it 
for  granted,  that,  in  these  particulars,  we  are  on 
an  equality  with  others.  Keeping  these  consid- 
erations in  view,  allow  me  to  examine  two  or  three 
of  those  provisions  of  the  bill  to  which  I  feel  the 
strongest  objections. 

To  begin  with  the  article  of  iron.  Our  whole 
annual  consumption  of  this  article  is  supposed  by 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  to  be  -48,000  or 
50,000  tons.  Let  us  suppose  the  latter.  The 
amount  of  our  own  manufacture  he  estimates,  I 
think,  at  17,000  tons.  The  present  duty  on  the 
imported  article  is  Slo  per  ton,  and  as  this  duty 
causes,  of  course,  an  equivalent  augmentation  of 
the  price  of  the  home  manufacture,  the  whole  in- 
crease of  price  is  equal  to  §750,000  annually.  This 
sum  we  pay  on  a  raw  material,  and  on  an  abso- 
lute necessary  of  life.  The  bill  proposes  to  raise 
the  duty  from  §15  to  §22^  per  tun,  which  would 
be  equal  to  §1,125,000  on  the  whole  annual  con- 
sumption. So  that,  suppose  the  point  of  prohibi- 
tion which  is  aimed  at  by  some  gentlemen  to  be 
attained,  the  consumers  ol  the  article  would  pay 
this  last  mentioned  sum  every  year  to  the  pro- 
ducers of  it,  over  and  above  the  price  at  which 
they  could  supply  themselves  with  the  same  arii- 

•  ••  The  present  equable  diffusion  of  moderate  wealth 
cannot  be  better  illustrated,  than  by  remarking  that 
in  this  age  many  palaces  and  superb  mansions  have 
been  pulled  down,  or  converted  to  other  purposec, 
while  none  have  been  erected  on  a  like  scale.  The 
numberless  baronial  castles  and  rannsions,  in  all  parts 
of  England,  now  in  ruins,  may  all  be  adduced  as  ex- 
amples of  the  decrease  of  inordinate  wealth.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  multiplication  of  commodious  dwell- 
ings, fur  the  u|tper  and  middle  classes  of  society,  and 
the  increased  comforts  ot  all  ranks,  exhibit  a  picture 
of  individual  happiness  unknown  in  any  other  age." — 
air  G.  Blane'9  Letter  to  Lord  Spencer,  in  1800. 


cle  from  other  sources.  There  would  be  no  miti- 
gation of  this  burden,  except  from  the  prospect, 
whatever  that  might  be,  that  iron  would  fall  in 
value,  by  domestic  competition,  after  the  importa- 
tion should  be  prohibited.  It  will  be  easy,  I  think, 
to  show  that  it  cannot  fall ;  and  supposing  for  the 
present  that  it  shall  not,  the  result  will  be,  that 
we  shall  pay  annually  a  sum  of  §1,125,000,  con- 
stantly augmented,  too,  by  increased  consumption 
of  the  article,  to  suppoi-t  a  busine48  that  caniwt  sup- 
port itself.  It  is  of  no  consequence  to  the  argu- 
ment that  this  sum  is  expended  at  home ;  so  it 
would  be,  if  we  taxed  the  people  to  support  any 
other  useless  and  expensive  establishment,  to  build 
another  Capitol  for  example,  or  incur  an  unneces- 
sary expense  of  any  sort.  The  question  still  is, 
are  the  money,  time,  and  labor,  well  laid  out  in 
these  cases  ?  The  present  price  of  iron  at  Stock- 
holm, I  am  assured  by  importers,  is  §53  per  ton  on 
board,  §48  per  ton  in  the  yard  before  loading,  and 
probably  not  far  from  §40  at  the  mines.  Freight, 
insurance,  &c.,  may  be  fairly  estimated  at  §15,  to 
which  add  our  present  duty  of  §15  more,  and  these 
two  last  sums,  together  with  the  cost  on  board  at 
Stockholm,  give  §83  as  the  cost  of  Swedes  iron  in 
our  market.  In  fact  it  is  said  to  have  been  sold 
last  year  at  §81  ^  to  §82  per  ton.  We  perceive, 
by  this  statement,  that  the  co.st  of  iron  is  doubled 
in  reaching  us  from  the  mine  in  which  it  is  pro- 
duced. In  other  words,  our  present  duty,  with  the 
expense  of  tranbportation,  gives  an  advantage  to 
the  American  over  the  foreign  manufacturer,  of 
one  hundred  per  cent.  Why,  then,  cannot  the 
iron  be  manufactured  at  home  ?  Our  ore  is  said 
to  be  as  good,  and  some  of  it  better.  It  is  under 
our  feet,  and  the  chairman  of  the  committee  tells 
us  that  it  might  be  wrought  by  persons  who  oth- 
erwise will  not  be  employed.  If'Ay,  then,  is  it  not 
wrought  ?  Nothing  could  be  more  sure  of  constant 
sale.  It  is  not  an  article  of  changeable  fashion, 
but  of  absolute,  permanent  necessity,  and  such, 
therefore,  as  would  always  meet  a  steady  demand. 
Sir,  I  think  it  would  be  well  for  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  to  revise  his  premises,  for  I  am  per- 
suaded that  there  is  an  ingredient  properly  belong- 
ing to  the  calculation  which  he  has  misstated  or 
omitted.  Swedes  iron  in  England  pays  a  duty,  I 
think,  of  about  §27  per  ton ;  yet  it  is  imported  in 
considerable  quantities,  notwithstanding  the  vast 
capital,  the  excellent  coal,  and,  more  important 
than  all,  perhaps,  the  highly  improved  state  of 
inland  navigation  in  England ;  although  I  am 
aware  that  the  English  use  of  Swedes  iron  may 
be  thought  to  be  owing  in  some  degree  to  its  supe- 
rior quality. 

Sir,  the  true  explanation  of  this  appears  to  me 
to  lie  in  the  different  prices  of  labor  ;  and  here,  I 
apprehend,  is  the  grand  mistake  in  the  argument 
i  of  the  chairman  of  the  committee.     He  says  it 
I  would  cost  the  nation,  as  a  nation,  nothing  to 
j  make  our  ore  into  iron.     Now,  I  think,  it  would 
I  cost  us  precisely  that  which  we  can  worst  afford  ; 
I  that  is,  ffreat  labor.     Although  bar  iron  is  very 
properly  considered  a  raw  material  in  respect  to 
Its  various  future  uses,  yet,  as  bar  iron,  the  princi- 
pal ingredient  in  its  cost  is  labor.    Of  manual  la- 
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bcr,  no  nation  has  more  than  a  certain  quairfhy, 
nor  can  it  be  increased  at  will.  As  to  some  oper- 
ations, indeed,  its  place  may  be  supplied  by  ma- 
chinery ;  but  there  are  other  services  which  ma- 
chinery cannot  perform  for  it,  and  which  it  must 
perform  for  itself.  A  most  im{X)rtant  question  for 
every  nation,  as  well  as  for  every  individual  to 
propose  to  itself,  is,  how  it  can  best  apply  that 
quantity  of  labor  which  it  is  able  to  perform? 

Labor  is  the  great  producer  of  wealth  ;  it  moves 
all  other  causes.     If  it  call  machinery  to  its  aid, 
it  is  5till  employed,  not  only  in  using  the  machi- 
nery, but  in  making  it.    Now,  with  re^pect  to  the 
quantity  of  labor,  as  we  all  know,  different  nations 
are  differently  circumstanced.     Some  need,  more 
than  any  thing,  work   for  hands  ;  others  require 
hands  for  work  ;  and,  if  we  ourselves  are  not  ab- 
solutely in  the  latter  class,  we  are  still,  most  for- 
tunately, very  near  it.     I  cannot   find   that  we 
have  those  idle  hands,  of  which  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  speaks.     The  price  of  labor  is  a 
conclusive  and   unanswerable  refutation  of  that 
idea;  it  is  known  to  be  higher  with  us   than  in 
any  other  civilized  State,  and  this  is  the  greatest 
of  all  proofs  of  general  happiness.     Labor  in  this 
country  is  independent  and  proud.     It  has  not  to 
ask  the  patronage  of  capital,   but  capital  solicits 
the  aid  of  labor.     This  is  the  general  truth,  in  re- 
gard to  the  condition  of  our  whole  population, 
although    in    the   large   cities    there   are,   doubt- 
less,  many  exceptions.     The   mere   capacity  to 
labor  in  common  agricultural  employments  gives  ' 
to  our  young  men  the  assurance  of  independence.  ' 
We  have  been  asked,,  sir,  by  the  chairman  of  the 
committee,  in  a  lone  of  some  pathos,  whether  we 
will  allow   to  serfs  of  Russia  and   Sweden  the 
benefit  of  making  iron  for  us  ?     Let  me  inform 
the  gentleman,  sir,  that  those  same  serfs  do  not  I 
earn   more  than  seven  rents  a  day,  and  that  they  l 
work  in  those  mines,  for  that  compensation,  be-  ! 
cause  they  are  serfs.     And,  let  me  ask  the  gentle- 
man  further,  whether  we  have  any  labor  in  this 
country  that  cannot  be  better  employed  than  in  a 
business  which  does   not   yield  the  laborer  more 
than  seven  cents  a  day  ?     This,  it  appears  to  me,  ' 
is  the  true  question  for  our  consideration.     There 
is  no  reason  for  saying  that  we  will  work  iron  be- 
cause we  have  mountains  that  contain  the  ore. 
We  might,  for  the  same  reason,  dig  among  our 
rocks  for  the  scattered  grains  of  gold  and  silver 
which  might   be  found  there.     The  true  inquiry 
is,  can  we  produce  the  article  in  a  useful  state  at 
the  same  cost,  or  nearly  at  the  same  cost,  or  at  any 
reasonable  approximation  towards  the  same  cost, 
at  which  we  can  import  it  ? 

Some  general  estimates  of  the  price  and  profits 
of  labor,  in  those  countries  from  which  we  import 
our  iron,  might  be  formed  by  comparing  the  re- 
puted products  of  different  mines,  and  their  prices, 
with  the  number  of  hands  employed.  The  mines 
of  Danemora  are  said  to  yield  about  four  thousand 
tons,  and  to  employ  in  the  mines  twelve  hundred 
workmen.  Suppose  this  to  be  worth  fifty  dollars 
per  ton;  any  one  will  find,  by  computation,  that 
the  whole  product  would  not  pay,  in  this  country, 
for  one-quarter  part  of  the  necessary  labor.     The 


wholeexportof  Sweden  was  estimated,  a  few  years 

ago,  at  400,000  ship-pounds,  or  about  54,000  tons. 
Comparing  this  product  with  the  number  of  work- 
men usually  supposed  to  be  employed  in  the  mines 
which  produce  iron  for  exportation,  the  result  will 
not  greatly  differ  from  the  foregoing.  These  es- 
timates are  general,  and  might  not  conduct  us  to 
a  precise  result;  but  we  know,  from  intelligent 
travellers,  and  eye-witnesses,  that  the  price  of  la- 
bor, in  the  Swedish  mines,  does  not  exceed  seven 
cents  a  day.* 

The  true  reason,  sir,  why  it  is  not  our  policy  to 
compel  our  citizens  to  manufacture  our  own  iron, 
is,  that  they  are  far  better  employed.  It  is  an  un- 
productive business,  and  they  are  not  poor  enough 
to  be  obliged  to  follow  it.  If  we  had  more  of 
poverly,  more  of  misery,  and  something  of  servi- 
tude ;  if  we  had  an  ignorant,  idle,  starving,  popu- 
lation, we  might  set  up  for  iron  makers  against  the 
world. 

The  Committee  will  take  notice,  Mr.  Chairman, 
that,  under  our  present  duty,  together  with  the 
expense  of  transportation,  our  manufacturers  are 
able  to  supply  their  own  immediate  neighborhood ; 
and  this  proves  the  magnitude  of  that  substantial 
encouragement  which  these  two  causes  concur  to 
give.  There  is  little  or  no  foreign  iron,  I  presume, 
used  in  the  county  of  Lancaster.  This  is  owing 
to  the  heavy  expense  of  land  carriage  ;  and,  as  we 
recede  farther  from  the  coast,  the  manufacturers 
are  still  more  completely  secured,  as  to  their  own 
immediate  market,  against  the  competition  of  the 
imported  articles.  But  what  they  ask,  is  to  be  al- 
lowed to  supply  the  scacoast,  at  such  a  price  as 
shall  be  formed  by  adding  to  the  cost  at  the  mines 
the  expense  of  land  carriage  to  the  sea;  and  this 
appears  to  me  most  unreasonable.  The  efftct  of 
it  would  be  to  compel  the  consumer  to  pay  the 
cost  of  two  land  transportations;  for,  in  the  first 
place,  the  price  of  iron  at  the  inland  furnaces,  will 
always  be  found  to  be  at,  or  not  much  below,  the 
price  of  the  imported  article  in  the  seaport,  and 
the  cost  of  transportation  to  the  neighborhood  of 
the  furnace;  and  to  enable  the  home  product  to 
hold  a  competition  with  the  imported  in  the  sea- 

•  The  price  of  labor  in  Russia  may  be  pretty  well 
collected  from  Tooke's  '*  Viewofthe  Ruuian  Empire." 
"  The  workmen  in  the  mines  and  the  foundries  are, 
indee<l,  all  called  master-people  ;  but  they  distinjfuish 
theniselvea  into  masters,  undermasters,  apprentices, 
delvers,  servants,  carriers,  washers,  and  separators.  In 
proportion  to  their  ability,  their  wa^es  are  regulated, 
which  proceed  from  fifteen  to  upwards  of  thirty  rou- 
bles per  annum.  The  provisions  which  they  receive 
from  the  magazines  are  deducted  from  this  pay."  The 
value  of  the  rouble  at  that  time  (1799)  was  about 
twenty-four  pence  sterling,  or  forty-five  cents  of  our 
money. 

"By  the  edict  of  1799,"  it  is  added,  "a  laborer 
with  a  horse  shall  receive,  daily,  in  Summer,  twenty, 
and  in  Winter  twelve  copecks ;  a  laborer,  without  a 
horse,  in  Summer,  ten,  in  Winter,  eight  copecks." 

A  copeck  is  the  hundredth  part  of  a  rouble,  or  about    - 
half  a  cent  of  our  money.     Tho  price  o(  labor  may 
have  risen,  in  some  degree,  since  that  period,  but  prob- 
ably  not  much. 
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port,  the  cost  of  another  transportation  downward, 
from  the  furnace  to  the  coast,  must  be  added. 
Until  our  means  of  inland  commerce  be  improved, 
and  the  charges  of  transportation  by  that  means 
lessened,  it  appears  to  me  wholly  impracticable, 
with  such  duties  as  any  one  would  think  of  pro- 
posing, to  meet  the  wishes  of  the  manufacturers 
of  this  article.  Suppose  we  were  to  add  the  duty 
proposed  by  this  bill,  although  it  would  benefit 
the  capital  invested  in  works  near  the  sea,  and  the 
navigable  rivers,  yet  the  benefit  would  not  extend 
far  into  the  interior.  Where,  then,  are  we  to  stop, 
or  what  limit  is  proposed  to  us  ? 

The  freight  of  iron  has  been  afforded  from 
Sweden  to  the  United  States  as  low  as  eight  dol- 
lars per  ton.  This  is  not  more  than  the  price  of 
fifty  miles  land  carriage.  Stockholm,  therefore, 
for  the  purpose  of  this  argument,  may  be  consid- 
ered as  within  fifty  miles  of  Philadelphia.  Now, 
it  IS  at  once  a  just  and  a  strong  view  of  this  case, 
to  consider,  that  there  are,  within  fifty  miles  of 
our  market,  vast  multitudes  of  persons  who  are 
willing  to  labor  in  the  production  of  this  article 
for  us,  at  the  rate  of  seven  cents  per  day,  while 
we  have  no  labor  which  will  not  command,  upon 
the  average,  at  least  five  or  six  times  that  amount. 
The  question  is,  then,  shall  we  buy  this  article  of 
these  manufacturers,  and  suffer  our  own  labor  to 
earn  its  greater  reward,  or  shall  we  employ  our 
own  labor  in  a  similar  manufacture,  and  make  up 
to  it,  by  a  tax  on  consumers,  the  loss  which  it 
must  necessarily  sustain? 

I  proceed,  sir,  to  the  article  of  hemp.  Of  this 
we  imported  last  year,  in  round  numbers,  6,000 
tons,  paying  a  duty  of  S30  a  ton,  or  SISO.OOO  on 
the  whole  amount ;  and  this  article,  it  is  to  be  re- 
membered, is  consumed  almost  entirely  in  the 
usages  of  navigation.  The  whole  burden  may  be 
said  to  fall  on  one  interest.  It  is  said  we  can  pro- 
duce this  article,  if  we  will  raise  the  duties.  But 
why  is  it  not  produced  now;  or  why,  at  least, 
have  we  not  seen  some  specimens'/  For  the 
present  is  a  very  high  duty  when  ex|>enses  of  im- 
porlaiion  are  added.  Hemp  was  purchased  at  St. 
Petersburg,  last  year,  at  §101  67  per  ton.  Charges 
attending  shipment,  dec,  S14  25.  Freight  may 
be  stated  at  S30  per  ton,  and  our  existing  duty  is 
$30  more.  These  three  last  sums,  being  the 
charges  of  transportation,  amount  to  a  protection 
of  near  75  per  cent,  in  favor  of  the  home  manu- 
facturer, if  there  were  any  such.  And  we  ought 
to  consider,  also,  that  the  price  of  hemp  at  St.  Pe- 
tersburg is  increased  by  all  the  expense  of  trans- 
portation from  the  place  of  growth  to  that  port; 
so  that  probably  the  whole  cost  of  transportation, 
from  the  place  of  growth  to  our  market,  including 
our  duty,  is  equal  to  the  first  cost  of  the  article; 
or,  in  other  words,  is  a  protection  in  favor  of  our 
own  product  of  100  per  cent. 

And  since  it  is  stated  that  we  have  great  quan- 
tities of  fine  land  for  tlie  production  of  hemp,  of 
which  I  have  no  doubt,  the  question  recurs,  why 
is  it  not  produced?  I  speak  of  the  water  rotted 
hemp,  for  it  is  admitted  that  that  which  is  dew 
rotted  is  not  sufficiently  good  for  the  requisite 
purposes.     1  cannot  say  whether  the  cause  be  in 


climate,  in  the  process  of  rotting,  or  what  else,  but 
the  fact  is  certain,  that  there  is  no  American  water 
rotted  hemp  in  the  market.  We  are  acting,  there- 
fore, upon  a  hypothesis.  Is  it  not  reasonable  that 
those  who  say  that  they  can  produce  the  article, 
shall  at  least  prove  the  truth  of  that  allegation 
before  new  taxes  are  laid  on  those  who  u^e  the 
foreign  commodity?  Suppose  this  bill  passes,  the 
price  of  hemp  is  immediately  raised  $14  80  per 
ton,  and  this  burden  falls  immediately  on  the  ship- 
builder; and  no  part  of  it,  for  the  present,  will  go 
for  the  benefit  of  the  American  grower,  because 
he  has  none  of  the  article  that  can  be  used,  nor  is 
it  expected  that  much  of  it  will  be  produced  for  a 
considerable  time.  Still,  the  tax  talces  effect  upon 
the  imported  article  ;  and  the  ship  owners,  to  en- 
able the  Kentucky  farmer  to  receive  an  additional 
^14  on  his  ton  of  hemp,  whenever  he  may  be  able 
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to  raise  and  manufacture  if,  pay,  in  the  mean 
time,  an  equal  sum  per  ton  into  the  Treasury  on 
all  the  imported  hemp  which  they  are  still  obliged 
to  use;  and  this  is  called  "protection!"  Is  this 
just  or  fair?  A  particular  interest  is  here  bur- 
dened, not  only  for  the  benefit  of  another  particu- 
lar interest,  but  burdened  also  beyond  that,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Treasury.  It  is  said  to  be  impor- 
tant for  the  country  that  this  article  should  be 
raised  in  it ;  then,  let  the  country  bear  the  ex- 
pense, and  pay  the  bounty.  If  it  be  for  the  good 
of  the  whole,  let  the  sacrifice  be  made  by  the 
whole,  and  not  by  a  part.  If  it  be  thought  useful 
and  necessary,  from  political  considerations,  to 
encourage  the  growth  and  manufacture  of  hemp, 
Government  has  abundant  means  of  doing  it.  It 
might  give  a  direct  bounty,  and  such  a  measure 
would,  at  least,  distribute  the  burden  equally;  or, 
as  Government  itself  is  a  great  consumer  of  this 
article,  it  might  stipulate  to  confine  its  own  pur- 
chases to  the  home  product,  so  soon  as  it  should 
be  shown  to  be  of  the  proper  quality.  I  see  no 
objection  to  this  proceeding,  if  it  be  thought  to  be 
an  object  to  encourage  the  production.  It  might 
easily,  and  perhaps  properly,  be  provided,  by  law, 
that  the  Navy  should  be  supplied  with  American 
hemp,  the  quality  being  good,  at  any  price  not 
exceeding,  by  more  than  a  siven  amount,  the  cur- 
rent price  of  foreign  hemp  m  our  market.  Every 
thing  conspires  to  render  some  such  course  pre- 
ferable to  the  one  now  proposed.  The  encourage- 
ment in  that  way  would  be  ample;  and,  if  the 
experiment  should  succeed,  the  whole  subject 
would  be  gained  ;  and  if  it  should  fail,  no  consid- 
erable loss  or  evil  would  be  felt  by  any  one. 

I  stated  some  days  ago,  and  I  wish  to  renew  the 
statement,  what  was  the  amount  of  the  proposed 
augmentation  of  the  duties  on  iron  and  hemp  in 
the  cost  of  a  vessel.  Take  the  case  of  a  common 
ship,  at  300  tons,  not  coppered,  nor  copper  fastened. 

It  would  stand  thus  by  the  present  duties: 
14^  tons  iron,  for  hull,  &c..  Sl5  per  too    ^17  50 
10  tons  of  hemp  at  §30 
40  bolts  Russia  duck  at  S2  - 
20  bolts  Ravens  duck  at  §1  25     - 
On  articles  of  ship  chandlery,  &c. 
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The  bill  proposes  to  add  : 
$7  40  per  ton  on  iron,  which  will  be     -    $107  30 
$14  80  per  ton  on  hemp,  equal  to         -       148  00 
And  on  duck,  by  the  late  amendmeDt 

of  the  bill,  say  25  per  cent.        -        -        25  00 
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But  to  the  duties  on  iron  and  hemp,  should  be 
added  those  paid  on  copper,  whenever  that  article 
is  used.  By  the  statement  which  1  furnished  the 
other  day,  it  appeared  that  the  duties  received  by 
Grovernment,  on  articles  used  in  the  construction 
of  a  vessel  of  359  tons,  with  copper  fastenings, 
amounted  to  $1,056.  With  the  augmentations  of 
this  bill,  they  would  be  equal  to  $1,400.  Now,  I 
cannot  but  flatter  myself,  Mr.  Chairman,  that,  be- 
fore the  Committee  will  consent  to  this  new  burden 
upon  the  shipping  interest,  it  will  very  deliberately 
weigh  the  probable  consequences.  1  would  again 
urgently  solicit  its  attention  to  the  condition  of 
that  interest.  We  are  told  that  Government  has 
protected  it,  by  discriminating  duties,  and  by  an 
exclusive  right  to  the  coasting  trade.  But  it  would 
retain  the  coasting  trade,  by  its  own  natural  ef- 
forts, in  like  manner,  and  with  more  certainty, 
than  it  now  retains  any  portion  of  foreign  trade. 
The  discriminating  duties  are  now  abolished,  and, 
while  they  existed,  they  were  nothing  more  than 
countervailing  measures;  not  so  much  designed 
to  give  our  navigation  an  advantage  over  that  of 
other  nations,  as  to  put  it  upon  an  equality  ;  and 
we  have,  accordingly,  abolished  ours,  when  they 
have  been  willing  to  abolish  theirs.  Look  to  the 
rate  ot  freights.  Were  they  ever  lower,  or  even 
so  low?  I  ask  gentlemen  who  know,  whether 
the  harbor  of  Charleston  and  the  river  of  Savan- 
nah be  not  crowded  with  ships  seeking  employ- 
ment, and  finding  none  ?  I  would  ask  the  gentle- 
men from  New  Orleans,  if  their  magnificent  Mis- 
sissippi do  not  exhibit,  for  furlongs,  a  forest  of 
masts  ?  The  condition,  sir,  of  the  shipping  inter- 
est, is  not  that  of  those  who  are  insisting  on  hi^h 
profits,  or  struggling  for  monopoly;  but  it  is  the 
condition  of  men  content  with  the  smallest  earn- 
ings, and  anxious  for  their  bread.  The  freight  of 
cotton  has  formerly  been  threepence  sterling, from 
Charleston  to  Liverpool,  in  time  of  peace,  li  is 
now  I  know  not  what,  or  how  many,  fractions  of 
a  penny;  I  think,  however,  it  is  slated  at  five 
eighths. 

The  producers,  then,  of  this  great  staple,  are 
able,  by  means  of  this  navigation,  to  send  it,  for  a 
cent  a  pound,  from  their  own  doors  to  the  best 
market  in  the  world. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  will  now  only  remind  the 
Committee  that,  while  we  are  proposing  to  add 
new  burdens  to  the  shipping  interest,  a  very  differ- 
ent line  of  policy  is  followed  by  our  great  com- 
mercial and  maritime  rival.  It  seems  to  be  an- 
nounced as  the  sentiment  of  the  Government  of 
England,  and  undoubtedly  it  is  its  real  sentiment, 
that  the  first  of  all  manufactures  is  the  manufac- 
ture of  ships.  A  constant  and  wakeful  attention 
is  paid  to  this  interest,  and  very  important  regula- 
tions, favorable  to  it,  have  been  adopted  within  ■ 


the  last  year,  some  of  which  I  will  beg  leave  to 
refer  to,  with  the  hope  of  exciting  the  notice,  not 
only  of  the  Committee,  but  of  all  others  who  may 
feel,  as  I  do,  a  deep  interest  in  this  subject.  In 
the  first  place,  a  general  amendment  has  taken 
place  in  the  register  acts,  introducing  many  new 
provisions,  and,  among  others,  the  following  : 

A  direct  mortgage  of  the  interest  of  a  ship  is 
allowed,  without  subjecting  the  mortgagee  to  the 
responsibility  of  an  owner. 

The  proportion  of  interest  held  by  each  owner 
is  exhibited  in  the  register,  thereby  facilitating 
both  sales  and  mortgages,  and  giving  a  new  value 
to  shipping  among  the  moneyed  classes. 

Shares,  in  the  ships  of  co-partnerships,  may  be 
registered  as  joint  property,  and  subject  to  the 
same  rules  as  other  partnership  effects. 

Ships  may  be  registered  in  the  name  of  trustees, 
for  the  benefitof  joint  stock  companies  ;  and  many 
other  regulations  are  adopted  with  the  same  gen- 
eral view  of  rendering  the  mode  of  holding  the 
property  as  convenient  and  as  favorable  as  pos- 
sible. 

By  another  act,  British  registered  vessels,  of 
every  description,  are  allowed  to  enter  into  the 
general  and  the  coasting  trade  in  the  India  seas, 
and  may  trade  to  and  from  India,  with  any  part 
of  the  world,  except  China. 

By  a  third,  all  limitations  and  restrictions,  as  to 
latitude  and  longitude,  are  removed  from  ships 
engaged  in  the  Southern  whale  fishery.  These 
regulations,  I  presume,  have  not  been  made  with- 
out first  obtaining  the  consent  of  the  East  India 
Company  ;  so  true  is  it  found,  that  real  encourage- 
ment of  enterprise  oftener  consists,  in  our  days,  in 
restraining  or  buying  off  monopolies  and  prohibi- 
tions, than  in  imposing  or  extending  them. 

The  trade  with  Ireland  is  turned  into  a  free 
coasting  trade;  light  duties  have  been  reduced, 
and  various  other  beneficial  arrangements  made, 
and  still  others  proposed.  I  might  add,  that,  in 
favor  of  general  commerce,  and  as  showing  their 
confidence  in  the  principles  of  liberal  intercourse, 
the  British  Government  has  perfected  the  ware- 
house system,  and  authorized  a  reciprocity  of  du- 
ties with  foreign  States,  at  the  discretion  of  the 
Privy  Council. 

This,  sir,  is  the  attention  which  our  great  rival 
is  paying  to  these  important  subjects,  and  we  may 
assure  ourselves  that,  if  we  do  not  keep  alive  a 
sense  of  our  own  interests,  she  will  not  only  beat 
us,  but  will  deserve  to  beat  us. 

Sir,  I  will  detain  you  no  longer.  There  are 
some  parts  of  this  bill  which  1  highly  approve; 
there  are  others  in  which  I  should  acquiesce;  but 
those  to  which  I  have  now  stated  my  objections 
appear  to  me  so  destitute  of  all  justice,  so  burden- 
some, and  so  dangerous  to  that  interest  which  has 
steadily  enriched,  gallantly  defended,  and  proudly 
distinguished  us,  that  notliing  can  prevail  upon 
me  to  give  it  my  support. 

When  Mr.  Webster  had  concluded 

Mr.  Wood,  of  New  York,  stated  that  he  rose 
with  much  reluctance,  after  the  several  able  and 
intelligent  gentlemen  who  had  o|.posed  the  policy 
of  the  bill  before  the  Committee  ;  nor  did  he  rise 
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so  much  with  a  view  to  reply  to  what  they  had 
advanced,  as  to  state  the  grounds  of  his  own  vote 
— that  as  no  one  had  suggested  the  reasons  which 
influenced  his  opinion,  he  deemed  it  his  duty  to 
state  them  to  the  Committee. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  W.,  the  object  of  the  bill  before 
the  Committee  is  to  aid  the  industry  of  the  coun- 
try, by  adjusting  the  proportions  of  the  several 
branches  to  the  state  of  the  country;  to  aid  the 
introduction  and  progress  of  manufacturing  in- 
dustry, by  relieving  it  from  the  pressure  of  Euro- 
pean competition ;  to  sustain  agriculture  by  pro- 
Tiding  a  domestic  market  for  provisions  and  raw 
materials;  and  to  secure  a  permanent  and  increas- 
ing commerce  by  providing  the  materials  which 
are  necessary  to  sustain  it.  The  produce  of  in- 
dustry is  the  nutriment  of  commerce;  and  our 
shipping  cannot,  for  any  length  of  time,  exceed 
the  number  which  that  will  sustain. 

Peace  in  Euro|>e  has  cut  off  the  carrying  trade, 
and  diminished  our  commerce  in  provisions,  and 
the  future  prosperity  of  our  foreign  commerce  is 
involved  in  the  success  of  our  domestic  manufac- 
tures. However  desirable  it  may  be  to  cherish 
and  enlarge  so  important  a  branch  of  national  in- 
dustry, it  would  be  delusive  to  expect  it  to  thrive 
and  prosper  without  employment. 

The  power  of  regulating  its  intercourse  with 
other  nations  belongs  to  every  independent  gov- 
ernment. It  may  admit  the  productions  of  other 
countries,  or  exclude  them.  It  may  admit  them 
freely,  or  under  what  modifications  it  may  deem 
proper.  The  only  way  in  which  domestic  manu- 
factures can  be  aided  is,  by  the  imposition  of 
duties;  and  this  power  in  the  distribution  of  au- 
thority between  the  General  Government  and 
those  of  the  States,  is  allotted  to  Congress,  and 
they  have  complete  sovereignty  over  the  subject. 

It  will  not  be  denied  that  it  is  the  duty  of  Gov- 
ernment to  exercise  its  powers  in  such  manner  as 
will  be  most  conducive  to  the  interests  of  the 
country. 

In  order  to  form  a  correct  judgment  on  the 
subject,  it  is  necessary  to  examine  what  are  the 
duties  of  Government  in  relation  to  the  industry 
of  Its  citizens. 

This  is  an  important  branch  of  political  econo- 
my; but,  in  examining  it,  very  little  aid  is  to  be 
derived  from  the  existing  treaties  on  that  subject. 

It  is  the  province  of  political  economy  to  devise 
the  means  of  promoting  the  wealth  and  happiness 
of  nations,  and  to  aid  the  Government  in  execu- 
ting its  duties  in  relation  to  public  industry. 

The  various  writers  on  this  subject  have  em- 
ployed themselves  principally  in  abstract  and  theo- 
retical investigations  respecting  national  wealth, 
and  in  estimating  the  comparative  value  of  differ- 
ent employmenLs  of  capital  and  labor,  but  seem  to 
have  framed  their  several  systems  without  much 
regard  to  those  elementary  principles  which  lie  at 
the  foundation  of  society,  and  have  omitted  to 
point  out  the  rules  necessary  to  guide  the  inter- 
ference of  Government,  or  to  define  the  purposes 
that  require  it,  and  are  to  be  promoted  by  it,  with- 
out which,  no  system^of  economy  can  be  of  much 
practical  utility. 


In  the  absence  of  all  authority,  we  are  com- 
pelled to  resort  to  the  exercise  of  our  own  reason, 
and  to  deduce  the  rules  that  ought  to  guide  us. 
from  the  principles  of  human  nature  and  of  civil 
society ;  and  I  shall  now  proceed,  with  the  utmost 
diffidence,  to  submit  the  result  of  ray  reflections  to 
the  candid  consideration  of  the  Committee. 

Government  is  instituted  for  the  benefit  of  the 
whole  community,  and  is  bound  to  consult  the 
good  of  the  whole;  the  very  existence  of  society 
involves  some  restraint  on  natural  rights,  and  re- 
quires that  particular  interests  should  be  subordi- 
nate to  the  interests  of  the  whole.  A  Government 
like  ours,  embracing  a  variety  of  climate  and  pro- 
ductions, necessarily  requires  mutual  sacrifices  to 
secure  the  general  welfare.  All  measures  relative 
to  public  industry  should  have  reference  to  the  situ- 
ation of  the  country,  the  state  of  society,  the  con- 
dition of  the  population,  and  to  the  nature  and 
character  of  the  policy  of  the  nation. 

It  is  a  constituent  principle  of  the  social  con- 
tract, that  the  property  and  employment  of  the 
citizens  should  be  conformable  with  the  object  of 
the  association,  and  the  ends  of  its  political  in- 
stitutions. 

The  General  Government  cannot  reach  the  em- 
ployments of  industry  in  any  other  way  than  by 
the  imposition  of  duties,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  Con- 
gress to  exercise  the  power  to  advance  the  pros- 
perity of  the  nation. 

It  is  the  duty  of  Government  to  introduce  and 
cherish  all  such  branches  of  industry  as  are  ne- 
cessary to  supply  the  wants  and  secure  the  de- 
fence of  the  nation.  This  policy  is  enjoined  by 
the  maxim,  that  a  nation  should,  in  time  of  peace, 
prepare  for  war. 

A  dependence  on  other  nations  for  necessaries 
of  this  character,  might  endanger  the  safety  of  the 
nation;  our  Navy  is  a  most  precious  reliance  for 
the  defence  of  the  nation,  and  I  humbly  conceive 
it  would  be  true  policy  to  foster  the  production  of 
the  materials  necessary  to  the  construction  and 
equipment  of  our  ships,  rather  than  to  rely  wholly 
on  Russia  and  Sweden  for  them.  What  would 
be  our  condition  without  them  in  a  state  of  war 
with  those  Powers,  or  with  a  Power  that  could 
exclude  us  from  the  Baltic  ? 

The  establishments  necessary  for  the  fabrica- 
tion of  clothing  and  arms  should  be  introduced 
at  any  sacrifice.  No  imaginary  advantage  to  be 
derived  from  cheaper  productions  would  compen- 
sate for  the  mischiefs  that  would  result  from  the 
want  of  the  means  of  self-subsistence  and  self- 
defence  in  time  of  war. 

A  dependence  on  the  exchange  of  our  raw  pro- 
ductions of  agriculture  for"  manufactured  goods, 
in  time  of  peace,  subjects  us  to  all  the  inconveni- 
ences that  result  from  the  changes  and  fluctuations 
of  foreign  markets. 

Foreign  markets  are  affected  by  changes  in  the 
industry  of  the  country  ;  by  changes  of  policy  ;  by 
an  alteration  in  their  relations  with  other  Pow- 
ers;— and  all  intercourse  is  suspended  by  a  war 
with  this  country. 

The  exchange  of  our  raw  productions  of  agri- 
culture for  the  manufactured  goods  of  other  na 
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tions  adds  to  the  industry  and  wealth  of  other 
nations,  while  it  retards  the  growth  and  develop- 
ment of  our  own  resources.  The  industry  of  the 
nation  is  the  property  of  the  nation,  and  requires 
protection  against  the  interference  or  encroach- 
ment of  that  of  other  nations,  as  much  as  any 
other  species  of  property. 

It  is  said  that  the  statesmen  of  Great  Britain 
are  opposed  to  the  policy  of  supporting  their  man- 
ufactures by  protecting  duties.  If  this  be  true,  it 
is  because  they  no  longer  need  support ;  they  have 
derived  all  the  benefit  that  protecting  duties  can 
gjive;  they  have  acquired  all  the  skill  and  facility 
m  production  which  can  result  from  three  hun- 
dred years  of  protection.  By  this  policy  their  man- 
ufacturing industry  has  attained  a  perfection  which 
sets  all  competition  at  defiance.    Her  statesmen  are 

foverned  by  the  same  principle  now  as  formerly, 
t  was  then  her  interest  to  impose  restraints,  and 
it  is  now  her  interest  to  remove  them,  with  regard 
to  such  branches  as  are  beyond  competition. 

Suppose  England,  with  her  present  population, 
lo  be  without  manufactures,  what  would  be  her 
course  of  policy?     She  would  be  obliged  to  send  i 
a  large  proportion  of  her  population  to  her  celo-  i 
nies,  or  to  support  them  as  paupers,  or  provide 
them  with  employment.     It  would  be  as  impossi- 
ble for  her  to  withstand  the  overwhelming  com-  ' 
petition  of  France  and  Holland,  as  it  now  is  for  ' 
us  to  embark  in  competition  with  her.     She  would 
find  it  necessary  to  adopt  a  system  of  the  most 
rigid  restriction,  and  to  pursue  the  same  course  of 
policy  that  the  nation  adopted  under  Edward  IV.,  ' 
and  for  the  same  reason.  I 

Every  consideration  of  interest  and  policy  re-  ' 
quires  the  introduction  of  those  branches  of  man- 
ufactures that  are  necessary  to  supply  the  wants 
and  secure  the  defence  of  the  country. 

It  is  the  duty  of  Government  to  provide  employ- 
ment for  all  those  whom  the  exisimg  branches  of 
industry  will  not  accommodate,  and  who  are  idle 
for  want  of  employment. 

Production  and  consumption  are  the  great  en- 
gines of  industry.  Their  reciprocal  influence,  like 
the  opposite  powers  of  a  machine,  keep  society 
constantly  in  motion.  If  production  exceeds  con- 
sumption, idleness  ensues;  if  consumption  exceeds 
production,  it  will  produce  a  more  vigorous  indus- 
try, until  the  balance  is  restored.  The  prosperity 
of  a  country  without  foreign  commerce  consists 
in  an  exact  balance  between  production  and  con- 
sumption. 

A'  difference  in  climate,  soil,  and  industry,  in 
different  nations,  renders  their  respective  produc- 
tions mutually  beneficial;  and  it  is  the  policy  of 
commercial  nations  to  produce  more  than  is  neces- 
sary for  their  own  consumption,  and  to  maintain 
a  vigorous  and  diversified  industry,  by  the  mutual 
exchange  of  their  peculiar  productions. 

A  limited  portion  of  the  population  of  every 
agricultural  country  is  adequate  to  the  supply  of 
its  wants.  The  number  of  the  surplus  is  different 
in  different  countries,  and  is  modified  by  climate, 
soil,  and  state  of  society.  In  Great  Britain,  it  is 
staled  by  Lowe,  that  33  per  cent,  of  the  popula- 
tion supply  the  country  with  provisions;  46  per 


cent,  are  engaged  in  trade  and   manufactures; 
and  that  21  per  cent,  comprise  all  the  unproduc- 
i  tive  classes.     From  his  tables  of  production,  con- 
I  sumption,  and  exportation,  it  appears  that,  of  the 
number   engaged    in  manufactures,  28  per  cent. 
'  supply  the  domestic  consumption,  and  18  per  cent. 
I  are  employed    for   exportation,  or  foreign   con- 
sumption. 

i  In  the  United  States,  it  appears,  from  the  re- 
turns of  the  last  census,  that  83  per  cent,  of  our 
population  are  engaged  in  agriculture,  and  only 
4^  in  trade  and  manufactures. 

The  market  which  has  heretofore  sustained  the 
excess  of  our  agricultural  industry  is  diminished; 
and,  allowing  one-half  of  our  population  to  be  able 
to  supply  us  with  provisions,  and  an  agriculturist 
to  produce  as  much  here  as  in  Great  Britain,  33 
per  cent  of  our  population  do  not  produce  what 
less  than  half  the  number  could  produce,  with 
the  inducement  of  a  market.  The  unproductive 
classes,  with  such  as  are  unoccupied  for  want  of 
employment,  make  up  the  remaining  12|  per  cent, 
of  our  population. 

It  is  estimated  that  one-half  of  our  population 
would  be  competent  to  supply  the  country  with 
provisions;  that  25  per  cent,  could  furnish  us 
with  the  necessary  manufactures  ;  that  10  per 
cent,  would  embrace  all  the  unproductive  classes; 
and  that  the  remaining  15  per  cent,  might  be  em- 
ployed in  agriculture  or  manufactures  for  export- 
ation. 

Whether  the  population  of  a  country  is  more  or 
less  numerous,  without  a  foreign  market,  a  por- 
tion of  the  population  will  be  without  any  sure 
and  constant  employment  ;  the  production  will 
exceed  the  consumption  of  the  country,  and  new 
branches  of  industry  will  become  necessary. 

The  permanent  excess  of  production  over  con- 
sumption is  the  only  correct  criterion  by  which 
the  necessity  of  a  division  of  labor  is  to  be  deter- 
mined. This  does  not  depend  on  any  particular 
ratio  of  the  population  lo  the  extent  oi  country,  or 
to  the  square  mile.  This  is  altogether  arbitrary 
and  uncertain. 

It  has  been  alleged  that  the  United  States  are 
not  populous  enough  for  manufactures  ;  that  Great 
Britain  contains  165  to  a  square  mile,  and  that 
the  whole  territory  of  the  United  States  does  not 
contain  four  to  a  square  mile. 

It  would  have  been  as  fair  to  have  added  Can- 
ada and  New  Holland  to  Great  Britain,  as  the 
region  beyond  the  Mississippi  to  the  United  States; 
and  that  would  have  made  the  ratio  less  unequal. 
Lowe  estimates  the  population  of  England,  in 
1377,  some  time  after  the  woollen  manufacture 
was  established  in  that  country,  at  2,300,000, 
which  is  only  about  forty-six  to  a  square  mile; 
which  is  less  than  that  of  some  of  the  States  ;  and 
states,  that  there  were  only  eighteen  towns  that 
contained  above  3,000  inhabitants.  The  superior 
capacity  of  the  United  Stales  for  manufactures,  is 
so  obvious,  that  it  would  be  a  waste  of  lime  to 
make  the  comparison. 

It  is  not  the  density  of  population  in  the  coun- 
try, but  the  collection  of  people  in  towns  and  vil- 
lages, that  facilitates  a  division  of  labor  and  fur- 
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nishes  a  sufficiency  of  hands,  and  a  market,  that 
will  support  a  diversified  industry.  There  is  no 
certain  rule,  but  the  one  before  stated  ;  when  pro- 
duction exceeds  consumption,  and  a  portion  of  the 
people  are  without  occupation,  for  want  of  em- 
ployment, the  period  has  arrived  when  a  division 
of  labor  has  become  necessary.  This  rule  is  cer- 
tain, simple,  without  ambiguity,  and  admits  of 
universal  application. 

The  disposition,  or  employment  of  the  surplus 
population,  is  a  proper  subject  of  legislative  regu- 
lation. This  involves  no  interference  wiih  private 
rights,  and  is  no  violation  of  the  freedom  of  indus- 
try ;  the  object  is  to  provide  employment  for  those 
who  have  none,  whose  industry  is  repressed  by 
the  policy  or  interfering  industry  of  other  nations, 
and  which  nothing  short  of  legislative  interference 
can  relieve. 

The  growth  of  our  manufactures  is  as  effectual- 
ly prevented  by  the  moral  restraints  imposed  by 
the  superior  advantages  of  those  countries  with 
whom  we  have  a  free  and  regular  commercial  in- 
tercourse, as  if  they  were  under  legal  resirictions, 
and  no  power  less  than  that  of  the  nation  can  con- 
trol those  obstacles. 

This  is  an  important  branch  of  public  policy  ;  it 
is  the  true  foundation  of  political  economy,  the 
basis  of  national  wealth  ;  every  system  that  is  not 
erected  on  this  foundation,  rests  on  the  sand. 

The  interference  of  Government  to  secure  em- 
ployment to  this  clasj  of  the  population,  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  render  the  nation  industrious. 
Industry  will  always  be  in  proportion  to  its  re- 
ward. If  a  farmer  has  no  market  for  his  surplus 
productions,  the  supply  of  his  own  wants  will  be 
the  measure  of  his  exertions  ;  and  if  there  be  no 
foreign  demand  for  the  surplus  produce  of  the 
country,  the  industry  of  the  nation  will  be  limited 
to  the  supply  of  the  nation.  The  want  of  a  mar- 
ket for  surplus  productions  as  effectually  limits 
the  exertions  of  industry,  as  if  the  surplus  was  lia- 
ble to  the  grasp  of  a  licensed  plunderer,  as  is  now 
the  case  in  Turkey.  Whether  the  surplus  of  the 
fanner  perishes  on  his  hands,  or  is  taken  from  iiim 
by  force,  the  effect  on  industry  is  the  same. 

It  is  the  policy  of  Government  to  provide  ob- 
jects for  the  occupation  of  all  the  citizens.  The 
general  prevalence  of  industry  among  the  great 
mass  of  the  people  is  indispensable  to  good  order, 
peace,  and  domestic  security  ;  to  prevent  idleness, 
pauperism,  and  crime,  and  all  those  mischiefs 
which  usually  result  from  an  unoccupied  and  ne- 
cessitous population. 

The  interference  of  Government  to  provide 
employment  for  labor,  is  necessary  to  encourage 
marriage  and  foster  the  increase  of  population. 
The  increase  of  population  is  usually  in  proportion 
to  the  means  of  acquiring  subsistence.  Man  is 
the  only  being  on  earth  that  is  endowed  with 
moral  and  intellectual  powers — to  multiply  the 
number,  is  to  subserve  tiie  designs  of  Providence, 
by  extending  the  empire  of  moral  excellence; 
numbers  also  contribute  to  the  wealth  and  glory 
of  a  nation. 

Marriage  lies  at  the  foundation  of  society;  it 
involves  the  tcnderesi  relations  of  lile:  is  the  nur- 


sery of  all  the  virtues,  and  the  constant  scene  of 
their  exercise.  It  is  in  domestic  society  that  the 
principles  of  order,  subordination,  industry,  and 
virtue,  are  acquired,  and  youth  are  trained  for  the 
duties  of  riper  years.  An  inability  to  provide 
support  for  a  family  deters  from  marriage,  and 
retards  the  increase  of  population ;  it  is  fostered 
by  a  thriving  state  of  society — by  peace  and  secu- 
rity— and  by  all  those  moral  and  physical  causes 
which  encourage  industry  and  insure  its  reward. 

Again,  the  interference  of  Government  to  pro- 
cure employment  for  the  surplus  population  is  re- 
quired to  increase  the  wealth  of  the  nation. 

National  wealth  consists  in  the  improvements 
and  productions  of  industry,  and  in  the  general 
distribution  of  the  necessaries  and  comforts  of  life 
among  the  great  body  of  the  people. 

The  great  sources  of  national  wealth  are  agri- 
culture, manufactures,  internal  trade,  and  foreign 
commerce.  Each  of  these  branches  of  business 
contributes  more  or  less  to  sustain  the  industry  of 
the  nation — united  they  multiply  the  operations 
of  labor,  and  lay  the  most  secure  and  solid  foun- 
dation for  the  increase  of  consumable  commodi- 
ties, the  genuine  ingredients  of  national  wealth. 
It  is  necessary  to  the  health  of  the  body  politic, 
that  each  of  these  branches  should  be  in  propor- 
tion to  the  peculiar  office  which  it  is  destined  to 
perform  in  the  operations  of  the  industry  of  the 
nation. 

A  disproportion  in  the  organs  necessary  to  ena- 
ble it  to  perform  its  proper  functions,  deforms  so- 
ciety as  much  as  a  disproportion  in  the  necessary 
members  would  deform  the  human  body — ihey 
are  all  necessary,  and  intimately  connected — the 
prosperity  of  one  is  interwoven  with  that  of  the 
other. 

Agriculture  furnishes  subsistence  and  raw  ma- 
terials— manufacturing  industry  fabricates  and  im- 
proves the  raw  materials  for  use  and  consump- 
tion, and  furnishes  a  new  stock  of  rich  and  valu- 
able articles,  which  commerce  exchanges  for  the 
produce  and  manufactures  of  other  countries. 
The  invention  of  modern  times  has  greatly  aided 
and  extended  manufacturing  industry,  by  furnish- 
ing the  means  of  supplying  the  place,  and  avoid- 
ing the  expense  of  manual  labor,  by  machinery. 

The  annual  production  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  exclusive  of  pasture  and  food  for  beasts, 
is  estimated  by  Mr.  Lowe  at  £330,000,000,  which 
is  derived  from  the  following  sources  : 

Agriculture      -        -        -        -£117,000,000 

Mines  and  minerals,  including 
coal 

Manufactures  -        -        -        _ 

Internal  trade  and  banking 

Foreign  commerce  and  shipping 

Coasting  trade  -        .        . 

Fisheries,   exclusive    of   New- 
foundland    -        -        -        - 

Foreign  income  remitted 


9,000,000 

114,000,000 

35.000,000 

46,000,000 

2,000,000 

2,000,000 
5,000,000 

£330,000,000 


Manufactures  contribute  more  than  twenty-five 
per  cent,  of  the  whole  production — the  income 
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from  internal  trade  is  less  than  that  from  foreign 
commerce.  This  is  to  be  ascribed  to  the  limited 
extent  of  the  country.  iDteroal  trade  increases 
with  the  extent  of  the  country,  the  variety  of  cli- 
mate it  embraces,  and  the  facilities  of  its  internal 
communication.  The  internal  trade  of  China  is 
said  to  be  equal  to  the  whole  trade  of  the  several 
States  of  Europe  with  each  other. 

It  is  stated  in  an  official  report  that  the  exports 
and  imports  of  France  in  1789  amounted  to  nearly 
800.000,000  of  francs,  and  that  the  whole  was  not 
a  fifteenth  part  of  her  internal  commerce.  The 
profits  of  the  industry  which  manufactures  and 
mternal  trade  put  in  motion,  are  earned  within 
the  country,  and  operate  exclusively  for  its  bene- 
fit, by  augmenting  the  income  and  improving  the 
resources  of  the  country,  while  foreign  commerce 
benefits  the  industry  and  resources  of  all  nations 
indiscriminately. 

No  country  on  earth  has  so  many  natural  fa- 
cilities for  internal  intercourse  as  the  United 
States,  and  in  no  country,  when  our  resources 
come  to  be  fully  developed,  will  it  be  more  pro- 
ductive. 

Again,  the  interference  of  Government  in  rela- 
tion to  its  surplus  population,  is  necessary  to  fix 
the  character  and  policy  of  the  nation.  It  is  the 
occunation  or  employment  of  the  surplus  popula- 
tion that  forms  the  political  character  ot  the 
nation. 

The  policy  which  we  have  heretofore  pursued 
was  adapted  to  the  existing  state  of  the  country 
in  relation  to  the  war  in  Europe,  but  is  not  suited 
to  the  new  state  of  things  which  has  resulted  from 
a  general  peace;  nor  is  the  political  character  of 
the  nation  fully  settled ;  our  moral  and  physical 
energies  may  be  devoted  to  war  and  conquest, 
or  to  peace  and  the  cultivation  of  the  arts,  which 
improve  and  adorn  society  according  to  the  di- 
rection we  give  to  the  passions  of  our  surplus 
population. 

Slen  are  governed  by  their  passions;  and  it  is 
the  province  of  a  wise  Government  to  avail  itself 
of  the  passions  of  the  people,  and  to  render  them 
subservient  to  the  true  interest  of  the  nation. 
That  to  which  it  gives  the  ascendency,  charac- 
terizes the  policy  ot  the  nation,  and  fixes  its  des- 
tiny— this  will  be  illustrated  by  a  recurrence  to 
history. 

It  was  the  policy  of  the  Romans  to  render  every 
other  passion  subservient  to  theJove  of  military 
glory,  and  that  formed  the  distinguishing  trait  in 
their  national  character.  The  ((Greeks  gave  the 
ascendency  to  the  love  of  literary  fame,  and  that 
formed  the  most  prominent  feature  in  the  charac- 
ter of  the  nation. 

These  two  nations  are  thus  characterized  by  the 
great  Roman  poet,  in   the  form   of  an  ancient 
prophecy,  depicting  their  future  destinies: 
Excudent  alii  spirantia  moUius  sra, 
Credo  equidem  ;  vivos  ducent  de  marmore  vultus  ; 
Orabunt  causaa  melius  :  coeiique  meatus 
Describent  radio,  et  surg^entiasidera  dicent ; 
Tu  regere  imperio  f)opulo8,  Romane,  memento : 
He  tibi  erant  artet:  pacisque  imponere  morem, 
Parcere  aubjectia,  et  debellar*  auperboa. 


"Let  others  better  mould  the  running  mass 

Of  metals  ;  and  inform  the  breathing  brasa  ; 

And  soften  into  flesh  a  marble  face  ; 

Plead  better  at  the  bar,  describe  the  skies, 

And  when  the  stars  descend,  and  when  they  rise  ; 

But,  Rome,  'tis  thine  alone,  with  awful  sway, 

To  rule  mankind,  and  make  the  world  obey  ! 

Disposing  peace  and  war — thy  own  majestic  sway — 

To  tame  the  proud — the  fettered  slave  to  free  ; — 

These  are  imperial  arts,  and  worthy  thee  !" — Dbtdkn. 

The  disposition  of  the  surplus  population  has 
formed  the  character  and  policy  of  every  nation. 

It  was  the  policy  of  Egypt  and  India,  as  it  is 
that  of  China,  to  avoid  intercourse  with  foreign 
nations,  and  to  live  within  themselves.  They 
employed  their  surplus  population  in  vast  military 
establishments,  and  in  public  works.  To  this 
policy  must  be  ascribed   the  canals,  the  magnifi- 


cent temples,  and  the  pyramids  of  Egypt,  and  to 
the  same  policy  must  be  ascribed  the  great  wall 
and  the  canals  of  China.  They  were  obliged  to 
preserve  a  balance  between  the  different  depart- 
ments of  industry,  in  order  to  secure  the  subsist- 
enceof  the  nation  ;  every  occupation  is  discouraged 
in  China  that  would  be  likely  to  draw  from  agri- 
culture the  proportion  necessary  to  subsist  the 
nation. 

So  nicely  is  the  balance  of  production  and  con- 
sumption adjusted,  that  foreign  commerce,  by  di- 
verting labor  from  agriculture  to  manufactures, 
would  endanger  the  subsistence  of  the  nation. 

It  is  not  from  caprice,  therefore,  but  on  the 
soundest  maxims  of  her  policy,  that  China  inter- 
dicts the  extension  of  foreign  commerce  to  her 
citizens. 

The  effect  of  an  anti-commercial  policy  is  to 
limit  industry,  and  to  multiply  the  proportion  of 
unproductive  hands  ;  to  retard  the  progress  of  im- 
provement ;  to  keep  the  nation  stationary  ;  to  ren- 
der it  selfish  and  unsocial ;  and  to  cherish  a  spirit 
of  jealousy  and  hostility  towards  other  nations. 

The  policy  of  Rome  was  war  and  extension  of 
empire.  She  had  no  friendly  intercourse  with 
other  nations,  and  employed  the  whole  of  her 
surplus  population  in  her  armies.  The  love  of 
military  glory  absorbed  every  other  passion  :  to 
be  distinguished  in  war  was  the  highest  ambition 
of  her  Consuls,  and  her  soldiers,  and  military 
prowess  formed  the  themes  of  her  poets  and  his- 
torians. This  policy  was  hostile  to  fhe  peace  and 
independence  of  all  nations,  and  ultimately  sub- 
jected them  to  her  dominion,  and  rendered  her 
the  mistrr«  of  the  world. 

In  Europe,  before  the  decline  of  the  feudal  sys- 
tem, every  man  was  a  soldier.  To  that  system 
succeeded  the  practice  of  employing  mercenaries 
in  time  of  war,  who  in  peace  formed  a  banditti, 
and  covered  Europe  with  rapine  and  disorder.  To 
relieve  the  country  from  this  scourge,  recourse 
was  had  to  standing  armies,  in  which  the  surplus 
population  was  employed. 

After  the  discovery  of  America,  and  the  passage 
to  India  by  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  the  surplus 
population  of  Europe  was  taken  off  by  coloniza- 
tion. In  the  meantime,  the  arts  were  introduced 
into   Italy   from   Constantinople.     Towns   were 
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erected,  with  certain  immunities  favorable  to  lib- 
erty and  industry.  The  influence  of  these  com- 
munities, in  aiding  the  sovereigns  to  curb  the  power 
of  the  nobility  ;  in  suppressing  robbery  ;  in  re- 
pressing the  spirit  of  war,  by  giving  employment 
lo  the  people;  in  improving  agriculture,  and  in 
increasing  the  comforts  of  society,  and  the  wealth 
of  the  country,  procured  their  establishment 
throughout  Europe.  These  communities  were 
the  birth-place  and  nursery  of  manufactures  in 
different  countries,  and  are  enumerated  by  all  the 
writers  on  the  subject,  as  one  of  the  principal 
causes  of  civilization  in  Europe.  A  demand  for 
the  products  of  industry,  which  pervades  society 
in  every  stage  of  its  progress,  rendered  intercourse 
between  the  several  nations  more  frequent,  re- 
moved their  mutual  jealousies  and  prejudices, 
which  had  kept  them  in  perpetual  wars,  and  im- 
proved the  manners  and  ameliorated  the  condition 
of  the  people. 

Commerce  and  manufactures  introduced  a  new 
era  in  the  history  of  Europe.  The  several  nations 
adopted  a  policy  more  congenial  with  the  natural 
rights  of  men  and  the  improved  state  of  society 
than  war. 

The  good  effects  of  industry  in  tempering  the 
violence  of  the  passions,  and  in  enlisting  them  on 
the  side  of  law  and  order,  led  the  sovereigns  of 
Europe  to  foster  the  establishments  of  industry  in 
their  dominions.  New  objects  of  desire  brought 
new  passions  into  exercise,  and  secured  the  ascen- 
dency of  that  which  is  more  universal  and  con- 
stant in  its  operation  than  any  other,  and  better 
adapted  to  the  ends  of  the  social  union. 

They  are  thus  taught  by  experience  to  estimate 
the  influence  of  the  passions  on  society,  and  the 
importance  of  giving  effect  to  that,  the  prevalence 
of  which  is  intimately  connected  with  the  peace, 
order,  and  prosperity,  of  society  ;  the  great  secret 
of  modern  policy — the  true  foundatioa  of  public 
security. 

They  substituted  the  love  of  property  for  the 
love  of  military  glory,  and  lessened  the  induce- 
ments to  war  by  making  peace  the  interest  of  the 
great  body  of  the  people,  by  a  productive  industry. 
This  policy  characterizes  all  their  regulations  that 
are  intended  to  secure  employment  to  their  surplus 
population.  They  encouraged  manufactures  by 
securing  to  them  the  domestic  market,  and  by 
providing  a  market  for  them  in  other  nations,  by 
stipulations  with  those  nations  for  the  mutual  ex- 
change of  their  productions. 

The  effect  of  which  policy  is  to  increase  the 
quantity  of  industry — to  lessen  the  number  of  un- 
productive hands — to  facilitate  the  means  of  sub- 
sistence and  comfort,  and  to  render  the  whole  pop- 
ulation contented  and  happy. 

The  United  States  since  they  were  independent, 
have  until  recently,  found  it  their  interest  to  con- 
tinue the  policy  that  was  imposed  on  them  by 
Great  Britain  while  colonies;  they  have  devoted 
themselves  almost  exclusively  to  agriculture,  and 
have  exported  their  provisions  and  raw  materials, 
and  exchanged  them  for  the  manufactured  goods 
of  other  countries,  and  chiefly  for  those  of  Great 
Britain. 


While  the  war  in  Europe  continued,  the  demand 
for  our  provisions  created  an  active  industry,  and 
gave  employment  to  all  our  citizens.  The  peace 
in  Europe,  by  enabling  those  countries  to  augment 
the  products  of  agriculture,  has  destroyed  the  de- 
mand for  our  provisions,  and  has  left  us  without  a 
market  for  our  surplus  productions,  or  with  a  very 
limited  one ;  many  articles  of  agricultural  produce 
cannot  be  sold  for  the  cost  of  production  ;  this  has 
paralyzed  agricultural  industry  ;  the  farmers  have 
contracted  their  operations  and  diminished  the 
number  of  their  hands. 

Improved  land  has  fallen,  and  become  the  most 
unprofitable  subject  for  the  investment  of  capital. 
The  whole  estimate  of  real  estate  in  New  York 
fell  18  per  cent,  under  the  advantage  of  a  vast  ex- 
penditure, from  1815  to  1821.  Many,  who  a  few 
years  since,  purchased  their  farms  on  credit,  have 
been  obliged  to  sell  them  at  a  sacrifice.  In  many 
cases  of  partial  payments,  farms  have  been  sold 
for  less  than  the  sum  for  which  they  were  mort- 
gaged, and  the  owners  are  ruined.  The  uncer- 
tainty of  a  market  for  the  productions  of  agricul- 
ture forbids  purchases  on  credit,  and  a  large  class 
of  industrious  citizens  are  without  any  certain  or 
constant  means  of  employment. 

Our  manufacturers  are  excluded  from  our  own 
markets  as  well  as  from  those  of  other  countries 
by  the  superior  advantages  of  British  manufac- 
turers. Their  industry  languishes,  and  many  of 
them  are  thrown  out  of  employment,  as  well  as 
the  farmers;  many  of  our  forges  are  abandoned  ; 
factories  erected  at  great  expense,  are  shut  up  ; 
many  flouring  mills  are  idle,  and  many  vessels  are 
lying  at  our  wharves  for  want  of  freight.  The 
number  of  paupers,  especially  that  class  which 
requireonly  occasional  relief,  is  rapidly  increasing. 
The  expense  of  paupers  in  New  York  increased 
from  1815  to  1822,  from  §245,000  to  $470,000. 

Permanent  paupers  to  the  whole  population  in 
England  are  in  the  ratio 
In  Pennsylvania 
In  Delaware     -        -        - 
In  New  York   -        -        . 
In  Connecticut 
In  New  Hampshire  - 
In  Massachusetts 

Perseverance  in  our  present  condition  will  in- 
crease and  aggravate  these  evils.  It  is  the  settled 
policy  of  the  manufacturing  nations  of  Europe  to 
derive  the  means  of  subsistence  from  their  own 
soil,  and  without  a  market  for  our  surplus  produc- 
tions or  a  division  of  labor  by  the  introduction  of 
new  branches  of  industry,  a  portion  of  onr  popu- 
lation will  be  without  employment. 

What  is  the  true  policy  of  the  nation  in  relation 
to  its  surplus  population  ? 

No  plan  will  afi'ord  permanent  relief  that  is  not 
calculated  to  embrace  the  whole  mass  of  our  sur- 
plus population  in  every  stage  of  society  to  the  ut- 
most extent  of  its  future  increase.  It  is  calculated 
that  the  United  States  will,  at  no  very  distant  pe- 
riod, contain  200,000,000  people,  and  if  we  divide 
this  population  as  that  of  Great  Britain  is  now  di- 
vided, the  surplus  will  amount  to  36,000,000,  of 
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which,  at  least  3,600,000  will  be  raea  capable  of 
bearing  arms. 

The  whole  of  these  people  must  be  supported; 
Government  must  enable  them  lo  support  ihem 
selves,  or  mui>l  support  them,  or  they  will  be  com- 
pelled to  seek  subsistence  by  means  less  favorable 
to  the  peace  and  good  order  of  society.  It  is  the 
province  of  a  wise  policy  to  guard  by  prudential 
provisions  against  an  event  so  unpropitious  as  the 
last. 

The  direction  which  we  now  give  to  the  em- 
ployment of  our  surplus  population  is  of  the  high- 
est importance;  it  is  destined  to  endure  for  ages, 
to  fix  the  character  and  policy  of  an  immense  em- 
pire, and  through  its  influence  to  aftecl  the  moral 
condition  of  the  world. 

Government  must  mould  the  passions  to  its 
views,  or  the  passions  will  mould  the  Government 
to  suit  their  gratification  :  let  the  current  once  take 
its  course,  you  in  vain  attempt  to  change  its  di- 
rection ;  it  wears  a  deeper  and  deeper  channel,  till 
at  length  every  impediment  that  can  be  interposed 
to  obstruct  its  progress,  will  be  swept  away  by  its 
impetuosity. 

The  lime  has  arrived,  in  the  progress  of  society 
in  the  United  States,  when  a  division  of  labor  has 
become  necessary ;  it  will  not  be  jwssible  much 
longer  to  prevent  it ;  prudence  requires  that  we 
should  make  provision  for  its  introduction.  If  we 
forbear  to  refuse  to  act,  a  policy  may  be  forced 
on  us  which  may  be  contrary  to  our  wishes,  and 
hostile  to  the  interests  of  the  nation.  We  must 
direct  the  course  of  our  policy,  or  accident  will 
determine  it.  We  may  now  direct  and  control 
the  popular  passions;  we  may  give  them  an  im- 
pulse that  may  fix  the  character  and  policy  of  the 
nation  conformable  to  our  wishes ;  but  an  attempt 
to  restrain  them,  when  once  they  have  become  in- 
flamed by  a  favorite  pursuit,  would  be  in  vain. 

There  are  only  three  courses  for  us  to  pursue: 
we  must  adopt  the  policy  of  China,  of  Rome,  or 
of  modern  Europe.      -^ 

The  policy  ot  China  is  unsocial,  hostile  to  in- 
dustry, to  population,  to  the  cultivation  of  the  in- 
tellectual powers,  and  to  all  those  improvements 
that  are  derived  from  the  mutual  intercourse  of 
nations. 

It  would  be  incompatible  with  our  moral  feel- 
ings and  habits,  as  well  as  views  of  national  pros- 
perity, to  imitate  the  policy  of  that  singular  Gov- 
ernment. 

Shall  we  adopt  that  of  Rome,  and  employ  our 
surplus  population  in  wars,  for  the  extension  of 
empire?  A  military  policy  would  require  that 
the  whole  energies  oi  the  nation  should  be  directed 
to  the  improvement  of  its  physical  force;  that  a 
military  spirit  should  pervade  the  nation  ;  that  the 
love  ot  military  glory  should  absorb  every  other 
passion  ;  and  that  distinction  in  war  should  be- 
come the  highest  object  of  ambition. 

Conquests  naust  be  achieved,  the  empire  must  be 
enlarged,  your  generals  must  be  rewarded  with  the 
governments  oithe  conquered  countries,  and  your 
treasury  supplied  by  taxes  levied  on  them. 

W^hat  would  be  the  end  of  this  policy  ?  Lift 
the  veil  that  hides  futurity  from  your  view ;  cast 


your  eyes  down  the  long  vista  of  time;  behold  a 
future  Pompey  returning  from  his  government, 
loaded  with  wealth  and  military  honors,  seeking 
a  new  command  ;  behold,  on  the  other  band,  a  fu- 
ture Caesar,  preferring  his  claim  to  a  choice  of  the 
provinces,  and  returning  with  his  legions  to  sup- 
port his  pretensions;  see  the  Slate  divided,  dis- 
tracted, and  terrified,  by  the  conflict  between  these 
mighty  conquerors.  The  sword  decides  the  con- 
tesf;  victory  inclines  for  Caesar;  and  now,  with- 
out a  rival,  he  is  no  longer  satisfied  with  half  of 
the  empire,  he  claims  the  whole;  and  the  Senate, 
the  last  hope  of  the  Republic,  overawed  by  his  for- 
tune, submits  to  the  conqueror,  and  liberty  ex- 
pires!  . 

Who  can  contemplate  this  picture,  without 
shrinking  from  the  thought  of  a  military  policy  ? 
What  has  happened  may  happen  again  ;  human 
nature  is  the  same  in  every  age,  and  the  tendency 
of  the  passions,  in  like  circumstances,  is  the  same. 
The  spirit  of  conquest  lessens  the  force  of  domes- 
tic attachments,  relaxes  the  ties  that  bind  society 
together,  and  enfeebles  the  restraints  of  moral  ob- 
ligation. 

The  spirit  of  the  age,  the  state  of  society,  our 
local  situation,  and  the  principles  of  our  political 
institutions,  forbid  our  adopting  the  policy  of 
Rome,  or  l^ecoming  a  conquering  nation. 

Our  true  policy  consists  in  the  improvement  of 
our  physical  and  moral  condition,  not  in  the  ex- 
tension of  empire.  It  is  our  interest,  in  imitation 
of  the  policy  of  modern  Europe,  by  a  productive 
industry,  to  give  employment  to  all  our  citizens, 
to  insure  the  means  of  subsistence  to  all — to  make 
peace  the  interest  of  all,  by  a  community  of  inter- 
ests, by  a  common  participation  in  the  enjoyments 
of  society,  and  by  all  those  ties  by  which  the  so- 
cial union  is  cemented,  and  the  country  endeared 
to  its  citizens. 

The  only  practicable  course  to  effect  these  pur- 
poses is  to  introduce  and  foster  a  branch  of  indus- 
try which  will  contribute  to  the  supply  of  our  own 
wants  and  will  furnish  productions  which  are  in 
demand  in  other  countries,  and  to  secure  a  market 
for  them,  by  establishing  commercial  intercourse 
with  those  countries.  No  branch  of  industry  can 
be  compared  with  manufactures  in  this  respect. 

Most  nations  raise  their  own  provisions,  but  few 
supply  themselves  wholly  with  manufactured 
goods.  There  are  no  commodities  for  which  there 
IS  so  universal  and  uniform  a  market — they  are  an 
object  of  desire  to  the  civilr/ed  man  and  to  the  sav- 
age ;  the  demand  for  them  is  co-extensive  with  the 
habitable  earth,  and  will  be  coeval  with  its  dura- 
tion. 

The  durable  nature  of  most  manufactures,  and 
the  general  demand  for  them,  render  them  much 
fitter  to  sustain  the  changes  and  fluctuations  of 
foreign  markets,  than  the  productions  of  agricul- 
ture. 

The  labor  of  that  portion  of  our  population, 
which  exceeds  the  number  necessary  to  maintain 
our  present  rate  of  agricultural  productions,  is 
competent  to  produce  the  greater  part  of  necessary 
manufactures. 
The  establishment  of  manufactures  would  divide 
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the  labor  of  agriculture  between  provisions  and 
raw  materials,  would  furnish  a  domestic  market 
for  a  portion  of  them,  and  would  reduce  the  sur- 
plus for  exportation  within  the  limits  of  the  de- 
mand for  foreign  consumption. 

The  introduction  of  manufacturing  establish- 
ments among  us  cannot  be  effected  without  some 
difficulty;  but  the  advantages  that  will  result  to 
the  community  will  compensate  for  the  sacrifice. 

Such  are  the  advantages  of  the  British  manu- 
facturer over  the  American,  that  the  duties  here- 
tofore laid,  together  with  all  the  incidental  ex- 
penses, do  not  prevent  his  underselling  him  in  our 
own  market,  except  in  a  few  cases  in  which  they 
were  intended  to  be  prohibitory.  The  superiority 
of  the  British  manufacturer  results  from  low 
wages,  which  lessen  the  price  of  production,  and 
an  unlimited  market,  which  enables  him  to  sell  for 
a  small  profit,  or  at  a  low  price.  The  price  of 
labor  IS  in  proportion  to  the  expense  of  living  and 
the  scarcity  of  hands.  There  is  very  little  differ- 
ence in  the  expense  of  livmg;  clothing  is  dearer, 
but  provisions  are  cheaper  here  than  there.  The 
expense  of  a  pauper  is  very  nearly  the  same  in  the 
two  countries. 

Hands  are  scarcer  and  common  laborers  live 
better  here  than  in  Great  Britain ;  this  last  cir- 
cumstance is  the  result  of  the  state  of  society,  and 
the  equality  of  our  political  institutions,  and  it  is 
not  the  wish  of  patriotism  that  it  should  be  other- 
wise. 

Hands  are,  however,  in  sufficient  numbers  for 
the  establishments  that  would  be  erected  for  some 
time  to  come,  and  the  number  will  increase  as 
they  may  be  required  for  new  employments.  Be- 
sides, the  price  of  labor  is  relative,  it  is  in  propor- 
tion to  the  compensation  of  other  employments, 
and  the  price  of  all  other  things,  and  the  differ- 
ence is  almost  wholly  done  away  by  the  use  of 
machinery. 

The  American  capitalist  has  no  encouragement 
to  invest  his  capital  in  manufacturing  establish- 
ments, unless  he  can  be  assured  of  the  domestic 
market,  and  this  cannot  be  assured  to  him  in  any 
other  way  than  by  the  imp)osition  of  duties  equal 
to  the  difference  in  the  price  at  which  the  British 
and  American  manufacturer  can  afford  to  sell  the 
same  article  in  our  market. 

The  additional  duty  will  necessarily  enhance 
the  price  of  the  goods  to  the  consumer,  until  it  is 
reduced  by  the  acquisition  of  skill,  experience, 
and  an  extended  market,  by  the  American  manu- 
facturer. 

The  additional  price,  however,  is  not,  as  has 
been  alleged,  for  the  exclusive  benefit  of  the  man- 
ufacturer. It  IS  divided  among  all  who  in  any 
respect  contribute  to  the  production  of  the  article. 
The  farmer  will  receive  a  portion  of  it  in  the  in- 
creased price  of  the  raw  materials  and  provisions 
which  he  furnishes.  The  workmen  will  receive 
a  part  of  it  in  their  wages,  and  the  manufac- 
turer will  only  retain  the  ordinary  profit  on  his 
canital. 

Nor  is  the  additional  price  secured  by  the  duty 
advanced  by  the  consumers  without  a  considera- 
tion ;  they  are  compensated  by  the  augmented  de- 
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mand  and  increased  price  of  their  labor  and  com- 
modities. The  additional  price  will,  indeed,  be 
divided  among  all  classes  of  society,  and  all  will 
be  reimbursed  by  the  impulse  it  will  give  to  the 
industry  of  all. 

The  additional  duties  will  secure  to  the  country 
all  the  advantages  which  can  result  to  its  industry 
and  wealth,  from  the  fabrication  of  nearly  thirty 
millions  of  manufactured  goods,  which  now  add 
to  the  industry  and  resources  of  other  nations. 

If  the  duties  in  the  bill  are  not  properly  grad- 
uated, they  may  be  altered ;  that  forms  no  objec- 
tion to  the  principle. 

There  is  very  little  doubt  if  our  industry  is 
directed  to  sucn  manufactures  as  are  aided  by 
machinery,  and  employed  on  such  raw  materials 
as  the  country  produces  in  sufficient  quantity,  and 
at  a  reasonable  rate,  but  that  they  will  succeed 
under  a  reasonable  protection.  Skill  and  experi- 
ence will  follow,  capital  will  be  accumulated,  and 
our  manufacturers  will  soon  be  able  to  supply  our 
own  wants  at  a  reasonable  price,  and  to  sustain  a 
competition  with  foreign  manufacturers  in  foreign 
markets. 

The  successful  establishment  of  manufactures 
will  give  activity  to  agriculture,  will  cement  our 
Union  by  the  ties  of  mutual  interest,  by  creating 
an  internal  trade  between  the  diflferent  sections  of 
the  country,  by  beneficial  exchanges  of  raw  ma- 
terials and  provisions  for  manufactured  goods,  will 
provide  materials  for  a  permanent  and  increasing 
foreign  commerce,  will  diflfuse  the  means  of  com- 
fort among  the  poorer  classes  of  the  community, 
and  will  augment  the  wealth,  strength,  and  hap- 
piness of  the  nation. 

But  the  policy  embraced  by  the  bill  is  recom- 
mended by  still  higher  considerations.  It  will 
repress  the  spirit  of  conquest,  will  secure  the  peace 
of  the  country  by  making  its  continuance  the  in- 
terest of  all  our  citizens,  and  it  will  have  a  salu- 
tary influence  on  the  moral  condition  of  the  world, 
by  exhibiting  an  example  of  a  people  living  under 
free  institutions,  wholly  devoted  to^he  pursuits  of 
private  industry  and  the  cultivation  of  the  arts 
which  improve  and  adorn  society — cultivating  a 
friendly  intercourse  with  all  nations,  and  contri- 
buting, by  mutual  exchanges  of  the  products  of 
their  industry,  and  a  reciprocation  of  good  offices 
lo  the  happiness  of  all. 

j  Under  a  conviction  that  the  policy  involved  in 
I  the  bill  will  contribute  to  these  results,  and  render 
!  the  country  a  blessing  to  the  world,  I  shall  con- 
j  elude  my  remarks  with  regard  to  it  with  the  wish 
j  of  Father  Paul,  in  relation  to  his  country — "  Mto 

i      When  Mr.  Wood  had  taken  his  seat — 

j      Mr.   Garnett  said,  although   the  immediate 

I  subject  before  the  Committee  was  a  motion  to 

!  strike  out  the  minimum  on  cottons,  following  the 

I  example  of  those  who  had  preceded  him  in  the 

I  debate,  he  should   take   the  opportunity  to  offer 

I  some  of  his  views  on  the  general  merits  of  the  bill. 

He  did  not  intend  to  take  so  wide  a  range  as  some 

of  the  gentlemen  who  had  spoken  ;  for.  if  he  had 

the  inclination,  he  had  not  the  physical  ability  to 

be  elaborate. 
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ence;  but,  is  it  not  strange  that  the  patriotic  zeal 
for  these  objects  should  be   confined   entirely  to 


More  important  consequences,  said  Mr.  G.,  than 
those  involved  in  the  policy  of  this  bill,  could  ,  , 

scarcely  be  presented  to  the  hopes  or  the  fears  of  ;  certain  classes  of  individuals,  and  to  geographical 
the  nation.  It  is  a  policy  which,  departing  from  ■  divi>ions  ?  Is  it  not  strange  that  the  people  of 
the  true  and  safe  design  of  the  Constitution,  which  ;  the  South,  whose  patriotism  has  never  been  im- 
limits  the  power  of  taxation  to  raising  revenue,  I  peached,  or  even  suspected,  as  far  as  I  know, 
assumes  a  principle  that  renders  it  undefinable  and  should,  all  at  once,  be  entirely  insensible  to  con- 
illimitable— a  principle,  which,  under  the  pretext  i  siderations  of  national  prosperity,  and  should  not 
of  promoting  the  national  wealth  and  independ-  1  only  not  participate  in  the  zeal  for  its  promotion, 
ence,  enables  the  Government  to  destroy  the  rev-  j  but  should  be  passionately  oppased  to  it  7  Is  it  not 
enue;  to  violate  the  rights  of  property  ;  to  change  '  passing  strange  that  their  grievances  should  be 
the  political  relations  of  the  States  that  compose  ;  made  the  pretext  for  the  system,  and  yet,  that  the 
the  Confederacy  ;  and,  perhaps,  finally  to  subvert  i  remedy  should  apply  exclusively  toothers?  Yes  ! 
the  Constitution  itself.  Since  I  have  been  a  mem-  ;  their  grievances,  I  say,  because  the  apology  is,  the 
ber  of  this  House,  said  Mr.  G.,  I  have  witnessed  refusal  of  foreigners  to  receive  our  agricultural 
the  discussion  of  many  questions  of  the  deepest  I  produce;  (the  people  of  the  South  are  all  agricul- 
interest,  affecting  the  integrity  and  existence  of  |  turists  ;)  and  yet  the  benefit  accrues  entirely  to 
the  Constitution — questions  which  produced  an  :  the  manufacturers.  Do  not  these  considerations 
intensity  of  excitement  proportioned  to  their  high  force  every  dispassionate  mind  to  the  conclusion, 
importance;  but,  in  my  opinion,  none  has  ever  j  that  general  prosperity  and  national  independence 
been  agitated,  which  more  deserves  to  excite  our  |  are  not  contemplated  by  this  system? — that  local 
interest  and  anxiety,  than  the  present  ;  for,  if  the  advantages,  individual  wealth,  and  dangerous  ag- 
policy  now  proposed  should  be  adopted,  the  Con-  grandizement  are  its  real  objects, 
slitution  itself  is  no  longer  of  any  value,  it  is  in-  But,  Mr.  G.  said,  he  was  willing  to  meet  gen- 
aufficientfor  the  ends  for  which  It  was  established  ;  j  tlemen  on  the  question  of  national  wealth  and 
it  is  inadequate  to  secure  our  liberlv  and  happiness,  j  independence.  That,  after  all,  was  the  real  ques- 
If  a  legislature,  which  is  supposed  to  contain  the  ;  tion.  Gentlemen  might  consider  the  subject  in 
assembledwisdomofthe  freest,  (it  does  not  become  '  as  many  relations  as  they  pleased— historical,  po- 
me to  say  the  most  enlightened,)  people  on  earth,  I  litical,  economical,  financial,  metaphysical — (and 
in  this  advanced  age  of  human  reason,  in  a  time  !  he  believed  it  had  been  considered  in  all  inese 
of  profound  tranquillity,  without  foreign  force  or  ■  and  many  others.)  the  true  inquiry  was  this : 
internal  corruption,  can,  after  mature  deliberation,  I  Would  the  national  wealth  be  increased  or  dimin- 
under  an  idea  of  public  benefit,  voluntarily  revive  j  ished  ?  If  it  would  be  increased,  were  the  means 
a  system  of  policy  which  belongs  to  a  darker  age ;  '  just  and  lawful  ?  And  if  it  would  be  diminished, 
which  is  utterly  incompatible  with  the  rights  of  |  were  there  any  advantages  to  compensate  us  for 
property,  and  tne  principles  of  free  government;  I  the  sacrifice?  He  thought  it  would  not  be  dif- 
which   alike   sets  at   naught   the  speculations  of ,  ficult   to  demonstrate   that  the   national  wealth 

fihilosophy,  the  lessons  of  experience,  and  the  ob-  |  would  be  diminished,  that  there  could  be  no  com- 
igations  of  justice ;  and  which  goes  to  surrender  |  pensation  for  this  diminution,  and  that  the  means 
all  our  acquisitions  of  wealth,  liberty,  and  knowl-  were  unjust  and  unconstitutional, 
edge,  and  to  subvert  the  whole  frame  of  polity  Why  the  very  statement  of  the  question  implied 
which  we  have  established  for  their  security  and  that  there  was  an  immediate  loss  to  the  nation 
advanceraentL  such  a  spectacle  must  be  calculated,  !  from  this  system.  What  did  it  propose?  Certain 
not  only  to  d«troy  all  prospects  of  our  own  hap-  manufacturers  came  to  you,  and  said  they  could 
piness,  but  to  extinguish  the  best  hopes  for  the  not  sell  their  manufactures,  because  foreigners 
future  progress  and  improvement  of  human  so-  brought  commodities  of  the  same  kind  to  this 
ciety.     It  will  show  the  perversity  of  man  to  be    country,  and  sold  them  cheaper  than  they  could 


such,  that  no  matter  what  blessings  a  kind  Provi- 
dence may  have  bestowed  on  him ;  no  matter 
what  advantages  he  may  have  secured  by  his  wis- 
dom, or  achieved  by  his  valor,  they  are  not  des- 
tined to  endure;  that  there  is  a  morbid  principle 
in  his  nature  which  forbids  the  perfection,  and 
limits  the  duration  of  his  happiness  ;  and  that,  if 
if  evil  does  not  assail  him  from  some  external 
source,  he  will  find  or  fabricate  it  for  himself. 

When  a  new  measure  of  policy  is  proposed, 
while  it  is  important  to  understand  its  true  charac- 
ter, it  is  sometimes  not  uninstructive  to  examine 
the  motives  which  lead  to  it.  And,  when  I 
speak  of  motives,  I  wish  it  to  be  understood,  that 
I  allude  to  the  great  body  of  manufacturers  in  the 
nation,  not  to  their  Representatives  in  this  House, 
who  are  acting  in  obedience  to  their  instructions. 
The  alleged  motive  of  the  proposed  system  is  the 


do,  and  they  asked  you  to  raise  the  price  ot  them  : 
to  make  your  citizens  pay  more  for  them.  This 
immediate  loss  nobody  did,  nobody  could,  deny  ; 
but  the  pretext  was,  that  it  was  temporary ;  that 
subsequently,  the  consumer  would  be  indemni- 
fied, directly,  by  getting  the  domestic  manufacture 
cheaper  than  the  foreign  ;  and  indirectly,  by  get- 
ting a  higher  price  in  the  home  market,  for  his 
own  products.  Now,  on  the  reality  of  this  pro- 
mised indemnification,  the  whole  question  de- 
pended. If  there  were  no  such  indemnity,  the 
system  must  be  abandoned,  as  utterly  indefensible 
and  absurd ;  unless  it  could  be  shown  that  there 
was  some  other  advantage  in  it  to  compensate  for 
its  evils.  He  should  endeavor  to  prove  that  the 
expectation  of  any  such  indemnity  or  any  other 
benefit,  was  entirely  fallacious.  I3ut,  before  he 
entered  on  this  part  of  the  subject,  he  would  take 


promotion  of  the  national  wealth  and  independ-    occasion  to  remark,  that,  if  there  really  was  no 
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compensatory  circumstances  in  this  system,  the 
manner  in  which  the  immediate  loss,  which  was 
admitted,  was  distributed  in  the  community,  was 
an  inquiry  of  the  highest  importance — an  inquiry 
involving  the  justice  of  the  measure,  and  the  right 
of  the  Government  to  take  the  property  of  one 
citizen  without  compensation,  and  give  it  to  ano- 
ther, and  to  reduce  the  mass  of  national  wealth, 
without  a  public  benefit.  With  a  view  to  show 
in  what  manner  this  loss  was  distributed,  he  would 
read,  (if  he  should  not  be  acccuscd  of  egotism,) 
from  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Agriculture, 
made  in  1821,  an  extract  which  contained  a  more 
precise  and  accurate  illustration  of  the  distribu- 
tive operation  of  protecting  duties,  than  any  he 
could  then  think  of;  and  which,  he  was  bold  to  say, 
but  for  a  single  error  or  inadvertence  not  affect- 
ing the  general  conclusion,  which  had  been  point- 
ed out  to  him  by  an  honorable  friend  from  Vir- 
ginia, (Mr.  RivES,)  would  be  found  entirely , 
unexceptionable:  I 

"  The  first  position  that   it  will   be    attempted   to  I 
proTe,  it,  that  the  necessary  effect  of  an  increase  of  j 
duties  is,  to  dimioinh  both  immediately  and  uUimateij,  I 
the  amount  of  national  wealth.     The  lots,  however,  I 
of  the  nation,  the  loss  of  those  who  pay  the   duties,  ' 
and    the  gain   of  those    who   receive    them,   do  not 
always  correspond,  but  vary,  with  particular  circum-  ; 
stances.     In  what  manner  this  loss  and  gain  are  dis- 
tributed in  society,  will  be  best  illustrated  by  an  ex- 
ample.    If,  for  instance,  a  community  of  four  persona 
were  engaged  in  an  occupation  which  enabled  them 
to  realize  six  per  cent,  on  equal  capitals,  and  three  of 
them  were  to   give  the  fourth  one  per  cent,  or  one-  ^ 
third  of  one  per  cent,  each,  to  enable  him  to  carry  on  ' 
an  employment  in   which,  unassisted,  be   could   only 
make  five  per  cent.,  it  is  evident   that  the  loss  of  the 
contributors  would  be  one  per  cent.,  and  that  it  would 
be  exactly  the  loss  of  the  community,  whilst  the  gain  ^ 
of  the   receiver   would  be   nothing ;  and,  unless  that 
part  of  his  profits  which  he  received  from  the  others  was 
M  productively  employed  as  it  was  by  them,  be  might 
be  a  loser,  and  thus  still  further  augment  the  loss  of  the  j 
community.     But  this  is  a  case  that  would  not  be  apt  ' 
to  occur.     The  fourth  individual   must  have  some-  . 
thing  more  than  six  per  cent,  which  he  already  made,  ' 
to  induce  him   to   abandon  his  old  occupation,  and 
pursue  a  new  one,  say  seven  per  cent.     In  this  case,  I 
the  others  would  have  to   pay  him  two-thirds  of  one 
per  cent.  each.     It  is  obvious,  now,  that  the  loss  of 
the  contributors  would  be  two  per  cent. ;  that  the  gain  j 
of  the  receiver  would  be  one  per  cent.,  and   that  it  ; 
would   correspond   with  the  loss  of  the  community, 
which  would  also  be  one  per  cent,  or  the  difference 
between  the  productive  value  of  his  old  and  new  em-  | 
ployment.     If  this  bounty  were    given  to  induce  an  ' 
individual  to  continue  an  occupation  in  which  he  was  ! 
already  engaged,  then,  although  the  contributor  would  I 
lose  all  be  paid,  and  the  receiver  would  gain  it;  the  i 
community  would  lose  nothing,  and  there  would  only  | 
be  a  transfer  of  wealth   from   one  to  another.     This,  | 
however,  would  not  be  the   case  with  a  manufacture 
thus  continued  by  a  bounty.     There  would  be  an  im- 
mediate loss,  occassioned  by  the  increased  cost  of  con- 
sumption ;    nor  would   it  be    possible    to  make   one 
employment   so  much   more  profitable  than  another, 
without  its  attracting   capital  from  that  other ;    and 
this  would  be  the  source  of  innumerable  other  losses, 


hereafter  to  b«  noticed.     In  the  ease  that  has  be«n 
stated,  it  is  clear,  that  the  loss  of  the  contributors  is 
exactly  what  they  pay  ;  the  gain  of  the  receiver  is  their 
loss,  leas  the  difference  between  the  productive  value 
of  his  old  and  new  employment,  and  the  loss  of  the 
community  is  precisely  this  difference.     In  msnufac- 
tures,  such  would  be  the  operation  of  a  duty  that  was 
prohibitory  ;  a  duty  that  was  merely  protective,  would 
permit  a  portion  of  the  commodities  consumed  to  be 
bought  of  foreigners,  and  thus  a  part  of  it  would  go 
into  the  Treasury.     This  would  not  vary  the  propor- 
tion of  the  loss  and  gain  of  the  contributors  and  re- 
ceivers', but  would,  in  some  degree,  increase  the  loss 
of  the  community,  as  composed  of  both,  as  this  por> 
tion  of  the  duty  would  be  less  productively  employed 
by  the  Government  than  it  would  have  been,  bad  it 
remained  in  the  hands  of  either  of  the  parties.     This 
does  not  prove  that  prohibitory  are  better  than   pro- 
tecting duties.     There  are  other  consequences  which 
make  duties  injurious  in   proportion  to  their  amount. 
All  these  observations  may  be  applied,  (mutatii  mu- 
tandi*,)  to  the  consumers,  the  msnufacturers,  and  the 
nation,  under  the  protecting  duty  system.     Two  de- 
scriptions of  persons  would  derive  the  benefit;  a  few, 
who  continue   their  old    employments,  and  a  great 
msny  who  engsge  in  new  ones.    In  both  cases,  the 
loss  of  the  consumer  is  what  he  pays,  and  is  unre* 
deemed  by  any  circumstances  whatever.     In  tb«  first 
case,  the  loss  of  the  nation  arises  from  the  increased  cost 
of  consumption  ;  in  the  second, it  arises  from  this  cause, 
and  the  diminished  productive  value  of  the  new  em- 
ployments of  society.     In  the  first  case,  the  gain  of  the 
manufacturer  is  the  loss  of  the  consumer,  less  the  in- 
creased cost  of  his  own  consumption  ;  in  the  second, 
it  is  this  loss  diminished  by  the  same  cause,  and  the 
diminished  productive  value  of  his  labor.    But,  be- 
sides these  direct  losses,  there  sre  others,  indirect  and 
collateral,  which   are,   however,  not  less  inevitable; 
losses  which  affect   the  consumers,  and,  in   some  de- 
gree, ultimately  reach  the  manufacturers  themselves." 
This  statement   left  entirely  out  of  riew  all 
those  indirect  and  collateral  losses  arising  from 
the  destruction  and  suspension  of  the  fixed  and 
the  circulating  capital  of  the  country;  from  the 
diminution  of  consumption,  and  consequently  of 
production ;    from    forcing    commercial    capital 
abroad  in  search  of  employment;  and  from  the 
general  stagnation  of  business   produced  by  the 
compulsory  transfer  of  property,  and  by  the  reluc- 
tant exertions  of  vicarious  and  unrewarded  indus- 
try ;  these,   and   many  other   evil   consequences, 
were  inevitable;  but  they  were  undefinable  ai)d 
incalculable,  because  they  were  immeasurable  and 
progressive.      Each  might  furnish  matter  for  a 
separate  argument;  but  he  meant  to  confine  him- 
self to  the  immediate,  direct,  and  admitted  loss, 
which,  though  inferior  in  magnitude  to  the  col- 
lateral losses,  was  susceptible  of  more  strict  calcu- 
lation.    If  he  could  show  that  there  was  do  com- 
pensation  for   this,  it  would  be  enough.      The 
development   of   all    its    unhappy   consequences 
might  aggravate  the  inexpediency  of  the  policy, 
but  could  not  render  it  more  clearly  unjust  and 
absurd. 

I  am  aware,  continued  Mr.  G,.,  that  every  argu- 
ment which  does  not  profess  to  be  founded  on 
statistical  facts,  but  appeals  to  general  principles, 
b  stigmatized  by  the  advocates  of  this  system  as 
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theoretical.     But  this  is  only  one  of  the  artifices 
of  the  rhetoricians,  whereby  a  speaker  endeavors 
to  weaken  and  discredit  a  charge,  to  which  he 
knows  himself  to  be  liable,  by  bringing  it  against 
his  adversary.   In  the  invidious  sense  of  the  term, 
they  are  certainly  more  liable  to  the  charge  than 
their  opponents.     The  truth  is,  both  parties  have 
theories,  if  they  have  general  principles.     The 
difference  is,  that  the  theory  of  the  enemies  of  the 
system  has  been  approved  and  confirmed  by  the 
reason  and  experience  of  mankind,  while  that  of 
its  friends  has  been  condemned  and  exploded — has 
been  proved  to  be  (what  it  will  now  turn  out  to 
be  in  more  than  one  sense)  a  .'peculation — to  be 
a  system  founded,  not  on  a  cautious  examination 
and  inductive  arrangement  of  facts,  but  on  partial 
views,  incoherent  generalizations,  and  hazardous 
conjectures.     A  theory  (which,  properly  speaking, 
must  be  derived  from  the  observation  of  tacts.)  is 
nothing  more  than  the  expression  of  the  general 
principle  which  explains  the  relation  of  cause  and 
effect  as  to  these  facts,  and  being  thus  evolved  by 
events  that  have  happened,  is  applicable  fairly  to 
those  that  are  to  come.     If  a  statesman  affirms 
that  a  system  of  measures  will  be  followed  by  a 
chain  of  consequences,  he  must  certainly  have 
some  general  principles,  some  theory  by  which  he 
can  explain  their  connexion.     If  he  can  give  no 
belter  reason  for  his  assertion  than  his  belief  that 
such  measures  had  been  followed  by  such  conse- 
quences heretofore;  if  he  is  unable  to  explain  why 
the  cause  should  produce  the  effect;  and  if  his 
expectations  conflict  with  received  maxims,  why, 
there  is  every  reason  to  suppose  that  he  labors  un- 
der some  mistake ;  and  that  such  consequences 
have  either  not  taken  place  at  all,  or  that  they 
have  existed  under  different  circumstances,  or  have 
been  owing  to  other  causes  than  those  to  which 
he  ascribes  them.     But  though  we  have  a  right 
to  expect  some  exposition  of  the  general  principles 
of  the  system,  in  all  that  I  have  heard  in  this 
House,  or  read  out  of  it,  said  Mr.  G.,  I  have  met 
with  no  attempt  to  analyze  and  demonstrate  its 
necessary  tendency  to  increase  the  national  wealth, 
its  modus  operandi.     Instead  of  this,  gentlemen  in- 
variably appeal  to  what  they  choose  to  denominate 
facts  or  examples,  which  either  do  not  exist,  or 
which,  if  admitted,  would  depend  entirely  on  the 
general  principles  by  which  they  are  explained, 
whether  they  support  or  overthrow  their  argu- 
ment.    Their  favorite  example,  and  one  which 
the  Speaker  has  made  the  theme  of  a  considerable 
part  of  his  speech,  (which  was  characterized  by 
his  usual  eloquence,)  is  that  of  England.     But 
most  of  the  enlightened  men  in  England,  both  theo- 
retical and  practical,  are  united  in  the  opinion 
that  she  has  become  wealthy,  not  by  the  restrictive 
system,  but  in  spUe  of  it;  presenting  a  weight  of 
authority  against  this  system,  that  it  would  be 
more  chivalrous  than  logical  even  for  the  Speaker 
to  defy.     England   owes   her   prosperity  to   her 
great  moral  and  natural  advantages — to  the  genius 
and  enterprise  of  her  people — her  comparatively 
free  institutions — her  insular  position — fuel,  navi- 
gation, colonies,  &c.     If  she  owes  it  to  her  re- 
strictive system,  let  it  be  shown  how  it  has  op- 


erated. This  cannot  be  done.  Gentlemen  must 
first  show  that  the  causes  I  have  enumerated,  oq 
the  authority  above  alluded  to,  either  have  had  no 
effect  at  all,  or  they  must  assign  to  them  the  pre- 
cise qxuintum  of  effect  they  have  produced;  and 
then,  if  any  yet  remain  unaccounted  for,  they  still 
have  the  task  of  proving  that  it  is  owing  to  the 
restrictive  system.  But  political  economy,  though 
admitting  of  a  great  degree  of  certainty  in  its  re- 
sults, is  not  exactly  like  the  science  of  experimen- 
tal philosophy,  where,  by  successively  abstracting 
the  circumstances  which  attend  a  phenomenon, 
you  may,  by  the  inductive  process,  determine 
which  of  ihem  stands  in  the  relation  with  it  of 
cause  to  effect ;  and  I  fancy  it  will  puzzle  any  po- 
litical metaphysician,  however  great  an  adept  he 
may  be  in  the  theory  of  caiLsaiion,  to  trace  the  ne- 
cessary sequence  of  the  wealth  of  England  to  her 
restrictive  policy. 

The  honorable  Speaker  had  ascribed  the  gen- 
eral distress  which  pervaded  the  country  to  the 
absence  of  this  system;  or,  in  other  words,  to  the 
absence  of  taxation  ;  for  though  he  had  defined 
the  tariff  to  be  a  tax  on  foreign  industry,  it  was, 
to  all  intents  and  purposes,  a  tax  on  domestic 
consumption.  There  was  something  new  in  the 
Speaker's  doctrine.  He  had  often  heard  of  the 
distress  and  ruin  produced  by  taxation,  but  had 
never  known  them  to  be  occasioned  by  the  ab- 
sence of  It.  But  there  were  much  more  familiar 
phenomena  than  that  of  distress,  (if,  indeed,  any 
thing  could  be  more  familiar,)  on  the  causes  of 
which  very  knowing  persons  differed.  As  he  was 
ascending  the  marble  staircase  of  the  Senate  the 
other  day,  he  heard  a  member  ask  a  messenger 
what  was  the  cause  of  the  water  with  which  the 
steps  were  covered  ?  The  messenger  replied,  that 
"  the  stones  were  a  sveatiiig."  A  chemist  (and  he 
believed  the  member  was  a  very  able  one)  would 
probably  have  ascribed  it  to  the  condensation  of 
the  moisture  in  the  atmosphere.  The  Speaker 
and  himself  a^freed  as  to  the  existence  of  distress  j 
it  unfortunately  did  not  admit  of  dispute  ;  but  he, 
Mr.  G.,  adopted  the  vulgar  theory,  and  ascribed 
it  to  taxation — to  "  a  sweating" — of  the  agricul- 
turists ;  while  the  Speaker,  by  a  refined  chemico- 
politico-economical  theory,  endeavored  to  prove 
that  it  was  caused  by  the  want  of  taxation — by 
the  want  of  ''  sweating,"  and  therefore  recom- 
niended  a  new  tax — new  diaphoretics — a  new  dis- 
tillation of  agricultural  wealth  through  the  alem- 
bic of  manufactures. 

There  is,  said  Mr.  G.,  no  political  economist  ia 
England  who  ascribes  her  wealth  to  this  system; 
there  is  no  political  economist  any  where,  of  any 
reputation  ;  none  whose  writings  will  be  read  five 
years  hence,  who  now  supports  the  restrictive  pol- 
icy. However  they  may  differ  on  some  of  the 
more  abstruse  questions,  as  respects  the  ruinous 
tendency  of  this  policy  they  are  unanimous.  It 
is  in  vain  to  endeavor  to  discredit  their  opinions 
by  charging  them  with  bein^  theoretical.  Many 
of  the  most  distinguished  nave  been  practical 
men,  engaged  in  the  active  business  of  life— have 
proved  their  theories  to  be  supported  by  principles, 
and  found  laem  to  be  consistent  with  practice. 
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But  do  gentlemen  contend  that  the  theories  of 
those  who  have  written  on  a  science  which  is  sus- 
ceptible of  more  certainty  than  any  other  branch 
of  political  philosophy,  are  to  be  renounced,  while 
those  of  other  political  writers  are  to  be  approved 
and  received  ?    No !     We  must  renounce  them 
all  together.     We  must  contend  that  human  rea- 
son has  accomplished  nothing  ;  that,  after  ages  of 
painful  labor  and  investigation,  nothing  has  been 
proved  ;   that  every  thing  is  yet  uncertain — we 
must,  in  short,  become  universal   sceptics.      As 
firm,  however,  as  his  confidence  was,  in  the  con- 
clusions of  the  political  ecot>omists,  Mr.  G.  said, 
if  one  single  example  could  be    adduced  of  the 
adequacy  of  this  system  to  accomplish  the  prom- 
ised ends,  either  at  home  or  abroad,  he  might  be 
induced  at  least  to  hesitate,  and  re-examine  the 
foundations  of  his  opinion.     Gentlemen  had,  in- 
deed, appealed  frequently  to  an  example — that  of 
coarse  cottons — and  they  had  spoken  of  it  with 
so  triumphant  an  air  that  one  would  suppose  it 
was   undeniable  and  conclusive.     But  was  this 
really  an  example?    Did  it  show  what  was  con- 
tended for — that  the  advance  made  by  the  con- 
sumers, in  order  to  bring   manufactures  to  ma- 
turity, were  subsequently  repaid  to  them  by  their 
getting  the  domestic  article  cheaper  than  the  for- 
eign?    This  brought  on  the  question  of  direct  in- 
demnity.    If  this  indemnity  did  not  exist  in  the 
case  of  cottons,  it  certainly  did  in  no  other.   In  or- 
der to  determine  whether  it  exists  or  not,  let  us 
suppose  a  case.     A  man  is  accustomed  to  lay  out 
one  hundred  dollars  a  year,  for  a  certain  quantity 
of  foreign  goods.     In  order,  however,  to  enable 
one  of  his  own  countrymen  to  manufacture  them, 
he  agrees  to  make  him  an  advance  of  fifty  per 
cent,  per  annum,  for  a  period  of  eight  years,  at 
the  end  of  which  his  countryman  promises  to  un- 
dersell the  foreigner,  and  reimburse  him.     Now, 
what  has  he  done  ?     Instead  of  having  paid  $800 
for  his  goods,  as  he  would  have  done,  had  he  con- 
tinued to  buy  of  the  foreigner,  it  is  evident  that 
he  has  paid  SI, 200;  that  is,  §400  more  than  he 
would  have  paid.    The  question,  then,  is,  at  what 
price  must  his  own  countryman  let  him  have  his 
goods,  in  order  to  reimburse  him  within  the  same 
period  of  eight  years  ?     If  he  lets  him  have  them 
at  the  same  price  with  the  foreigner ;  that  is,  at 
$100,  why  he  loses  his  principal  of  $400,  and  the 
interest.     Suppose  he  sells  them  at  a  discount  of 
$24,  or  for  §75.     Twenty-four  dollars  being  the 
exact  amount  of  his  interest,  would  never  reim- 
burse the  principal.  Would  a  discount  at  §25  do  ? 
Why  the  addition  of  one  dollar  to  the  interest, 
would  (leaving  out  of  view  the  compound  inter- 
est) gradually  sink  the  principal;  but  it  would  be 
in  a  period  of  somewhere  between  three  and  four 
hundred  years  ?    At  what  price,  then,  must  the 
consumer  be  able  to  purchase  these  goods,  in  or- 
der to  reimburse  him  within  eight   years  ?     He 
must  buy  them  (he  had  not  made  the  calculation 
in  decimals)  somewhere  between  50  and  60  per 
cent,  cheaper  than  he  bought  them  of  the  for- 
eigner ;  or,  in  other  words,  for  something  between 
forty  and  fifty  dollars  ;  and,  if  the  foreign  goods 
had  fallen  in  proportion,  he  must  get  them  be- 


tween fifty  and  sixty  per  cent,  cheaper  than  these ; 
that  is,  they  must  be  given  to  him  for  nothing, 
and  he  must  receive  something  to  boot 

These  are  elementary  calculations;  but  when 
elementary  truths  are  denied,  it  becomes  necessary 
to  state  them  clearly.    Let  us  apply  them  to  the 
case  of  cottons.     For  thirty  years  and  more,  we 
have  been  paying  a  duty  on  coarse  cottons.     A 
part  of  the  time  this  duty  was  from  83  to  100  per 
cent.     Now,  if  thirty  years  are  reduced  to  eight, 
and  eighty  per  cent,  to  fifty,  no  one  will  pretend 
that   the  average  is  too  high.     At  what  price, 
then,  must  a  man  who,  for  eight  years,  has  given 
§150  for  a  certain  quantity  of  cotton  goods,  which 
he  might  have  bought  for  §100,  be  able  to  buy 
them,  to  reimburse  him  within  the  same  period? 
He  must  be  able  to  buy  them  for  something  less 
than  fifty  dollars ;  and  if  foreign  cottons  have 
fallen,  as  they  notoriously  have,  he  must  be  able 
to  buy  the  domestic  cottons  between  40  and  50  per 
cent,  lower  than  them.     But  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Too)  has  admitted  that  the 
domestic  cottons  are  not  more  than  fifty  per  cent, 
cheaper  than  the  foreign  were  at  the  time  the  last 
duty  was  laid.     If,  then,  the  foreign  cottons  have 
fallen  fifty  per  cent.,  he  must  be  able  to  get  the 
domestic  for  nothing,  and  must  have  something 
paid  him  besides.      The  question,  therefore,  in 
every  case,  is,  not  whether  the  domestic  can  under- 
sell the  foreign  manufacturer,  but  whether  he  can 
undersell  him  at  an  indemnifying  price — at  a  price 
sufficient  to  repay  the  consumer  for  the  advances 
he  has  made,  in  order  to  bring  the  domestic  man- 
ufacture to  maturity  ?    If  the  domestic  manufac- 
turers can  sell  their  cottons  so  much  cheaper  than 
the  foreign  as  to  amount  to  an  indemnity,  it  is 
evident   that   they   can  withstand,  not  only  the 
repeal  of  the  existing  duty,  but  a  bounty  on  the 
foreign  cottons  to  the  amount  by  which  they  pre- 
tend they  can  undersell  them  :  but,  so  far  from  this, 
here  they  are,  resisting  the  ref)eal  of  the  minimum, 
which  would  still  leave  them  a  protection  of  75 
per  cent.,  admitting  they  can  undersell  foreigners 
fifty   per  cent.     How  can  gentlemen   reconcile 
this  contradiction  ?     It  app.ears  to  me,  sir,  that  the 
consumer  can,  in  no  case,  ever  be  indemnified. 
When  we  equal  foreigners,  in  every  circumstance 
which  is  required  to  enable  us  to  manufacture,  it 
is  almost  a  self-evident  proposition  to  say  we  can 
only  undersell  them  by  the  amount  of  the  cost  of 
transportation  ;  for  what  man  can  accomplish  by 
his  physical  powers  in  one  country,  he  can  do  in 
another.     What  is  the  cost  of  the  transportation 
of  a  pound  of  raw  cotton  from  Charleston  to  Man- 
chester, and  back  again  to  the  former  place,  in  the 
shape  of  cotton  muslin  ?     The  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Webster,)  who  had  just  sat 
down,  has  told  us  that  the  freight  of  a  pound  of 
cotton  to  Liverpool  was  one  cent.     Five  cents, 
then,  would  cover  the  whole  charge  of  transport- 
ation and   retransportation    between   Charleston 
and  Manchester  ;  yet  the  duty  paid  in  Charleston 
on  this  pound  of  cotton,  when  returned,  would  be 
from  18|  to  25  cents,  accordingly  as  it  was  manu- 
factured into  three  or  four  yards  of  cotton  muslin, 
at  the  minimum  valuation  of  25  cents  per  yard 
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On  erery  article  in  the  tariff,  the  duty  greatly 
exceeds  the  cost  of  transportation,  and  in  most  of 
them  by  such  an  amount  that  the  diminution  of 
price  by  this  cost,  could  never  reimburse  the  con- 
sumer for  the  payment  of  the  duty  ;  and  yet  gen- 
tlemen promise  us  not  indemnity  only,  but  bounty  ; 
not  reimbursement,  but  reward.  In  every  case 
the  reimbursement  depends  on  the  relation  of  the 
price  of  the  domestic  manufacture,  diminished  by 
the  amount  of  the  cost  of  transportation,  to  the 
annual  advances  made  to  bring  it  Co  maturity,  and 
the  successive  annual  accumulation  of  interest  on 
those  advances.  If  the  price  can  only  be  dimin- 
ished by  an  amount  equivalent  to  the  interest  on 
the  advances,  they  can  never  be  repaid;  and  it 
depends  on  the  ratio  by  which  the  diminution  of 
price  exceeds  the  interest,  whether  the  benefit  is 
to  accrue  to  the  present,  or  only  to  a  future  gene- 
ration. We  can  never  surpass  foreigners  in  the 
facilities  of  manufacturing.  In  many  respects,  as 
in  the  accumulation  of  capital,  cheapness  of  labor, 
&c.  it  will  be  long  before  we  can  equal  them.  In 
the  latter,  it  is  to  be  hoped  we  never  shall  equal 
them.  If  we  do,  we  must  equal  them  in  human 
wretchedness  and  degradation. 

But  we  are  promised  an  indirect  indemnity  in 
the  additional  price  we  are  to  get  for  our  products 
by  the  creation  of  a  home  market.  This  promise 
is  equally  illusory  with  the  others.  I  will  propose 
this  question  :  if  the  advances  jnade  to  the  manu- 
facturers are  the  least  they  can  do  with — if  they  are 
the  sine  qua  non  of  their  continuance — the  laini- 
mum  possibUe  of  their  existence,  as  they  pretend, 
how  is  it  possible  that  they  can  give  back  any 
part  of  it  in  the  shape  of  price  for  produce  ?  It  is 
self-evident  that  they  cannot;  but,  as  self-evident 
propositions  appear  to  be  at  a  discount  in  this 
House,  I  shall  not  rest  satisfied  with  this.  Price 
is  determined  by  the  relations  of  supply  and  de- 
mand. If  we  cease  to  import,  we  must  cease  to 
export  to  the  same  extent  the  raw  materials  that 
purchased  the  imports.  They  will  then  fall  on 
our  hands,  increase  the  supply  in  relation  to  the 
demand,  and  thus  diminish  the  price.  But  we  are 
told  that  those  who  are  producers  will  become 
manufacturers?  If  so,  how  many  of  them  will 
become  manufacturers  ?  Will  there  be  as  many 
as  are  required  to  supply  us  from  abroad  ?  There 
will  not ;  because,  the  cost  of  consumption  being 
increased,  we  cannot  consume  so  many  of  their 
commodities ;  and  there  cannot  be  so  many  per- 
sons required  to  supply  our  consumption — even 
allowing  for  the  want  of  skill,  which,  although  it 
cannot  last  long,  is  itself  a  source  of  loss  while  it 
continues.  In  order  to  increase  the  demand  in 
proportion  to  the  supply,  and  raise  prices,  a  greater 
number  of  those  engaged  in  other  employments 
muit  become  manufacturers  than  are  required  to 
supply  us  from  abroad  ;  but  this  cannot  be,  for 
ail  who  are  not  employed  in  makinir  the  surplus 
that  goes  abroad  are  employed  in  makin^  what  is 
consumed  at  home  ;  and  they  will  be  still  required 
for  this  purpose,  unless  men,  in  consequence  of 
becoming  manufacturers,  can  do  with  half  rations, 
or  at  least  greatly  diminish   their  wants.     The 
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capital  disengaged  by  our  refusal  to  receive  its 
products  will  either  be  wasted  ;  will  seek,  with 
the  labor  it  employs,  some  other  occupation  ;  will 
itself  produce  what  it  obtained  from  us;  or,  con- 
tinuing its  former  employment,  will  purchase 
what  It  wants  from  other  countries.  The  same 
causes  which  make  it  the  interest  of  the  American 
agriculturists  to  dispose  of  their  property  will  de- 
press its  price;  and  the  quantity  of  land  thrown 
into  market  will  diminish  the  total  value  of  our 
agricultural  capital. 

Gentlemen  express  astonishment  at  the  incredu- 
lity of  the  agriculturists  as  to  the  advantages  of 
their  system  ;  but  perhaps  a  sufficient  reason  may 
be  found  in  the  excessive  liberality  of  their  own 
promises,  which  are  at  once  extravagant  and  con- 
tradictory. We  are  promised  a  full  indemnity 
for  all  our  sacrifices  in  the  cheapness  of  what  we 
have  to  buy,  and  more  than  an  indemnity  in  the 
dearness  ol  what  we  have  to  sell.  The  system  is 
to  raise  the  price  of  agricultural  produce,  and  de- 
press the  price  of  manufactures.  Can  any  credu- 
lity swallow  so  gross  an  absurdity? 

But  we  have  not  only  been  fed  with  the  prom- 
ises of  reward,  we  have  been  threatened  with  the 
terrors  of  punishment.  Our  fears  and  our  patriot- 
ism have  been  appealed  to  on  the  subject  of  the 
balance  of  trade  and  the  support  of  foreigners. 

Mr.  G.  said  he  would  not  attempt  to  expose 
the  specious  calculations  by  which  a  balance  was 
frequently  made  to  appear  that  did  not  exist.  But 
suppose  it  did  exist.  If  we  do  not  pay  for  what 
we  buy,  it  is  clear  gain.  It  is  discreditable,  but' 
it  is  certainly  gain.  If  we  do  pay,  where  is  the 
harm  ?  The  harm  is  said  to  be  that  we  have  to 
pay  in  specie.  Is  not  this  specie  purchased  with 
the  products  of  our  industry  ?  This  is  not  the 
case  of  a  spendthrift  heir,  to  which  the  Speaker 
likened  it.  What  we  send  abroad  is  our  surplus — 
what  foreigners  send  to  us  is  their  surplus.  Surely 
it  cannot  be  matter  of  regret  if  the  latter  is  of 
more  value  than  the  former.  It  is  not  necessarily 
destroyed  in  the  consumption.  A  portion  of  it 
consists  of  the  implements  of  industry  and  the 
arts — it  is  capital,  stimulating  labor,  and  engaged 
in  reproduction.  A  nation  cannot  long  continue 
in  debt,  and  even  while  it  does,  the  evil  is  not  so 
great  as  seems  to  be  imagined.  Foreigners,  in- 
stead of  coming  into  our  courts  of  law,  and  after 
expensive  and  tedious  law  suits,  acquiring  real 
property  which  they  can  only  manage  at  a  great 
loss,  will  bid  up  for  our  produce;  and,  in  fact, 
that  is  always  the  effect  of  a  balance  being  against 
u?.  One  would  suppose,  however,  if  we  cannot 
rely  on  the  prudence  of  our  citizens  to  keep  out 
of  debt  to  foreigners,  we  have  sufficient  secu- 
rity in  the  interest  of  the  latter,  who  will  not 
trust  them  if  they  do  not  pay.  If  they  do  pay, 
the  objection  dots  not  hold.  But,  after  all,  the 
great  objection  to  this  notion  of  the  necessity  of 
legislative  interference  to  prevent  an  unfavorable 
balance  of  trade  is,  that  it  oppugns  the  very  prin- 
ciple of  our  Government.  It  supposes  that  men 
have  not  prudence  to  manage  their  own  affairs  in 
their  own  way,  and  that  Legislatures  should  be 
their  "  nursing  fathers  and  mothers."     If  they  do 
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not  understand  their  pecuniary  concerns,  the  sub-  !  the  puny  efforts  of  empyrical  statesmen.  Nations 
ject  on  which,  of  all  others,  men  are  almost  clear-  j  have  experienced  the  advantages  to  be  derived 
sighted  and  sagacious,  how  can  they  be  supposed  |  from  a  liberal  intercourse.  They  are  sensible 
to  be  judges  of  their  great  moral  and  political  in-  i  that  it  is  to  this  source  that  they  are  indebted  for 
terests?  ^Yet  our  Government  is  bottomed  on  the  i  their  prosperity  and  happiness;  and  that  to  this 
principle  that  man  is  capable  of  self-government.  I  source  they  are  to  look  for  those  improvements 
While  this  idea  of  the  balance  of  trade  oppugns  I  which  will  render  all  the  treasures  of  the  world> 
the  principle  of  our  Governmentj  the  notion  that  |  physical  and  moral — the  wealth,  freedom,  knowl- 
we  are  guilty  of  supporting  foreigners  strikes  at    edge,  which  are  the  accumulated  results  of  the 


the  principle  of  all  society.  It  is  as  untrue  and  ab- 
surd as  it  is  anti-social,  odious,  and  detestable. 
Gentlemen  seem  to  suppose  that  every  thing  we 
pay  to  foreigners  is  lost,  and  every  thing  we  pay 
to  ourselves  is  gained.  They  throw  entirely  out 
of  view  the  equivalents  we  receive  from  foreign- 


labor  and  experience  of  mankind,  the  common 
property  of  the  human  race.  The  assertion  that 
we  support  foreigners,  in  the  sense  in  which  it  is 
made,  is  unfounded.  If  we  support  them,  in  the 
same  way,  they  support  us.  If  we  stimulate  their 
industry,  they  stimulate  ours.     What  appears  to 


ers;  yet,  when  they  descant  on  the  balance  of  i  be  meant,  is  this;  that  while  we  buy  of  them 
trade,   they  tell   us   that  we  get  more  than  an  '  every  thing  they  make,  they  only  buv  of  us  a  por- 


equivalent ;  for  we  fall  in  debt.  Is  it  possible 
that  gentlemen  can  really  believe  that,  as  a  ques- 
tion of  loss  and  gain,  our  buying  of  foreigners  in- 
stead of  our  own  citizens,  depends  on  any  other 


tion  of  what  we  make.  Now,  would  it  be  good 
policy  in  a  nation,  more  than  in  an  individual,  to 
quarrel  with  a  neighbor  who  receives  three-fourths 
of  what  it  produces,  because  he  will  not  agree  to 


circumstance  than  buying  cheaper  or  dearer  ?  Let  take  the  other  fourth;  unless  he  could  thereby  be 
us  exemplify  this  by  supposing  a  case.  Four  in-  !  induced  to  change  his  system  and  take  the  whole? 
dividuals  who  live  on  this  side  of  the  Tiber,  de-  Even  then,  it  would  be  a^uestion  of  the  extent  of 
vote  a  portion  of  their  labor  annually  to  the  pro-  '  the  sacrifice  made  to  obtain  this  good.  But  it 
duction  of  four  barrels  of  corn  each,  equal  to  |  would  be  uncandid  and  disingenuous  in  the  advo- 
sixteen.  They  exchange  four  barrels  for  four  hats,  cates  of  the  manufacturing  policy,  to  say,  that 
When  the  exchange  is  effected,  the  wealth  de-  j  their  object  is  to  coerce  foreigners  into  a  system 
rived  from  this  portion  of  their  labor  consists  of  |  of  free  trade.  They  would  regret  such  a  conse- 
twelve  barrels  ot  corn  and  four  hats.  But  one  of  |  quence  of  our  policy:  and  if  every  nation  in  the 
them,  who  is  a  great  patriot,  and  friend  to  "  do-  !  world  would  proclaim  perfect  freedom  in  trade, 
mestic  industry,''  says  to  the  others  :  "  If,  instead  {  it  would  only  make  them  more  clamorous  for  re- 
of  buying  your  hats  of  this  "  stranger,*'  this  "  for-  j  striction. 

eigner,"  wno  lives  three  yards  over  the  Tiber,  you  Mr.  Chairman;  If  I  have  been  successful  in 
will  each  give  me  half  a  barrel  of  corn  more  for  j  proving  that  there  is  no  pecuniary  indemnity  for 
your  hats  than  you  gave  him,  I  will  make  them."  I  the  loss  the  consumers  sustain,  by  making  ad- 
They  consent.  Well,  what  is  the  state  of  the  vances  to  enable  certain  employments  to  be  carried 
case   now  ?     Three  of  them,   as   before,   make    on,  which,  without  such  advances,  would  be  un 


twelve  barrels  of  corn,  and  the  fourth  makes  four 
hats.  Their  wealth,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  is 
precisely  the  same  as  in  the  former  case ;  with 
this  diflerence,  that  the  corn-makers  are  poorer  by 
one  and  a  half  barrels  of  corn,  and  the  hat-maker 
is  richer  by  the  same  quantity.  Now,  what  odds 
does  it  make  whether  the  communities  are  separa- 
ted by  Goose  Creek  or  the  great  Atlantic  ?  Ob- 
serve, however,  that  this  statement  is  much  more 
favorable  to  the  manufacturers  than  the  real  case. 


productive,  it  is  clear  (without  resorting  to  the 
collateral  losses  which  have  been  mentioned)  that 
the  whole  amount  of  national  wealth  will  be 
diminished.  It  remains  to  consider  whether  there 
be  any  other  compensation  for  this  diminution  of 
wealth;  and  whether  the  distribution  of  it  is  just, 
and  within  the  legitimate  powers  of  Congress. 

We  are  promised  a  compensation  by  being  made 
independent  of  foreign  Powers.  But  how  can  we 
promote   our   independence   by  becoming   poor? 


The  hat-maker  could  not,  with  that  portion  of  his  j  This  idea  of  independence  does   not  refer  to  a 


labor  with  which  he  made  the  four  barrels  of 
corn,  make  the  four  hats,  or  there  would  be  no 
pretext  for  his  demanding  an  additional  price  for 
them.  The  consequence  would  be,  that  there 
would  be  a  loss  to  society  equivalent  to  the  differ- 
ence in  the  productive  value  of  his  new  and  old 
employment,  and  the  corn-makers  would  have  to 
get  some  of  their  hats  elsewhere,  to  put  up  with 
worse  ones,  or  he  would  have  to  encroach  on  an- 
other portion  of  his  labor  in  order  to  make  them, 
which  would  be  itstlf  a  source  of  loss.  This 
anti-social  doctrine  teaches  that  a  nation  can 
never  attain  the  highest  decree  of  prosperity  until 
it  shuts  itself  out  from  all  intercourse  with  the 
rest  of  the  world;  but,  it  is  to  mistake  the  nature 
of  man,  and  the  spirit  of  the  times,  to  imagine 
that  the  great  laws  of  nature  can  be  controlled  by 


state  of  peace,  but  a  state  of  war.  It  would  be 
absurd  to  say  that  in  peace  we  are  more  depend- 
ent on  foreign  nations  than  they  are  on  us.  The 
fact  is  the  reverse.  A  nation  that  produces  the 
raw  material  is  more  independent  than  one  that 
fabricates  it.  It  will  be  otherwise  if  we  push  the 
manufacturing  policy,  and  become  exporters  of 
manufactures.  It  refers  to  a  stale  of  war,  and  sup- 
poses that  during  war  we  have  to  pay  so  dear  for 
many  things  we  require,  that  we  are  justified  in 
going  to  a  considerable  expense  in  time  of  peace, 
to  learn  how  to  make  them.  But  this  applies  to 
war  with  only  one  nation — England.  In  a  war 
with  any  other  nation,  there  would  be  no  serious 
impediment  to  our  obtaining  what  we  wanted. 
But  suppose  we  have  a  war  with  England  one 
year  in  ten,  or  even  one  in  five;  would  it  be  good 
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policy  to  pay  fifty  per  cent,  oa  a  given  quantity 
of  goods,  for  four  years,  in  order  to  avoid  paying 
one  hundred  per  cent,  for  one  year.  It  may  be 
good  policy,  but  it  is  certainly  very  bad  arithme- 
tic. A  truer  statement  of  the  question  would  be, 
lo  ask  whether  it  would  be  good  policy  to  give 
fifty  per  cent,  for  twenty  years,  to  avoid  paying 
one  hundred  per  cent,  for  one  year.  For,  if  we 
pursue  that  pacific  policy  which  becomes  us — 
which  is  necessary  to  perfect  our  own  institutions, 
and  to  give  efficacy  to  our  example  abroad ;  and 
should  not  undertake  to  go  "  a  colaneUing^''  in  favor 
of  universal  liberty — we  have  no  reason  to  expect 
to  be  at  war  with  any  Power  in  twenty  years — 
least  of  all  with  England.  The  principles  of  the 
Holy  Alliance  are  not  less  hostile  to  her  constitu- 
tion than  to  ours;  and  if  they  really  entertain  the 
designs  against  us  which  are  imputed  to  them, 
it  is  not  only  our  interest  to  cultivate  the  relations 
of  amity  with  each  other,  but  to  strengthen  the 
ties  of  connexion.  For,  if  their  own  fears  should 
ever  permit  that  association  to  attempt  to  perpe- 
trate their  designs,  I  believe,  next  to  our  own 
valor,  our  best  security  is  the  attachment  of  the 
people  of  England  to  the  principles  of  free  govern- 
ment. Yet  the  policy  recommended  is,  to  weak- 
en the  lies  subsisting  between  the  two  countries, 
and  to  destroy  our  mutual  interest  in  each  other's 
prosperity. 

But  the  point  of  view  in  which  this  policy  is 
most  seriously  calculated  to  affect  our  indepen- 
dence is,  by  its  gross  injustice — by  its  tendency  to 
produce  discord  and  division  among  the  several 
classes  of  society,  and  the  different  States.     Can 
it  be  supposed  that  Congress  can  be  permitted  to 
enrich  one  class  at  the  expense  of  the  others,  and 
to  aggrandize  some  Stales  by  prostrating  the  rest, 
without  producing  these  divisions?     And  is  there 
not  more  strength  in  union,  in  brotherly  love,  and 
affection,  than  in  all  the  wealth  of  the  world 
without  them?     What,  sir,  has  been  the  effect  of 
this  policy,  whenever  and  wherever  it  has  been 
tried  ?    What  has  been  its  effect  in  England  ? 
Why,  to  raise  one  part  of  society  to  the  highest 
pitch  of  luxury,  and  to  depress  the  other  to  the 
most  abject  poverty,    ^ven  the  Quarterly  Review 
— a  work  devoted  to  the  Ministry,  and  which 
makes  every  sacrifice  to  conceal  their  sins — ad- 
mits that  one  person  in  eleven  receives  parish  re- 
lief.    Some  writers  say  one  in  seven — some  one 
in  five.     Such  is  the  effect  of  the  system  so  eulo- 
logized  by  the  Speaker.     Say,  if  you  please,  that 
the  cause  of  pauperism  is  taxation.     What  was 
the  cause  of  taxation  7     Wars.     What  was  the 
cau^e  of  wars  ?     The  spirit  of  monopoly ;  the  de- 
sire to  engross  all  the  goods  of  the  earth,  and  to 
leave  nothing  to  others;  the  restrictive  policy, 
instead  of  a  liberal  and  enlightened  system,  the 
adoption  of  which  by  the  nations  of  the  earth  would 
do  more  to  bring  about  that  universal  peace  which 
has  been   considered   as  visionary,  than  all  the 
peace  societies,  holy  alliances,  and  other  chimer- 
ical contrivances,  that  ever  were  invented.    Since 
education  has  so  equalized   men,  wars  will   not 
often  be  the  result  of  individual  ambition.     They 
will  more  frequently  arise  from  avarice  than  am- 


bition ;  from  the  spirit  of  monopoly ;  from  that 
dark,  unsocial  policy,  which  is  now  held  up  by 
American  statesmen  for  the  admiration  and  adop- 
tion of  the  American  people. 

1  had  wished,  said  Mr.  G.,  to  state  some  Con- 
stitutional objections  to  the  power  ot  Congress ; 
but  my  want  of  strength  renders  it  impossible  to 
go  into  this  view.  Indeed,  so  little  respect  is  paid 
to  Constitutional  objections,  even  when  urged 
with  an  ability  which  I  do  not  possess,  that  there 
is  no  encouragement  to  present  them.  The  injus- 
tice of  the  system,  however,  every  body  will  be 
awake  to. 

Sir,  when  Government  undertakes  to  endow 
certain  individuals  or  classes  with  exclusive  privi- 
leges, all  the  rest  of  society  becomes  their  enemies. 
A  consciousness  of  this  produces  the  necessity  of 
combining  for  self-protection.  The  monopolists 
must  secure  their  ill-gotten  gains  by  strengthening 
the  handsof  theGovernmcnt  that  bestowed  them — 
by  increasing  its  revenue,  patronage,  powers.  The 
Government,  on  the  other  hand,  must  reward  the 
monopolists  by  an  increase  of  privileges.  Thus 
a  reciprocity  is  begotten  between  them  utterly  in- 
compatible with  the  rights  and  the  happiness  of 
the  rest  of  the  community.  It  is  by  this  illicit 
connexion  between  the  privileged  classes  and  the 
Federal  Government  that  the  State  sovereignties 
will  be  destroyed — that  their  wise  policy,  intended 
to  counteract  the  natural  tendency  of  society  to 
aristocracy  will  be  subverted,  and  an  aristocracy, 
the  worst  of  all  kinds,  a  moneyed  aristocracy,  will 
be  established  on  their  ruins.  It  is  no  wonder  that 
the  friends  of  a  consolidated  national  government 
have  been  invariably  the  advocates  of  this  par- 
tial, arbitrary  policy.  Some  of  the  loudest  de- 
claimers  against  stars  and  garters,  the  mere  badges 
of  aristocracy,  are  the  most  clamorous  partisans 
of  this  policy.  They  have  much  dread  of  the 
sign,  but  have  no  terror  for  the  thing  signified. 
They  are  alarmed  at  the  badges,  but  are  willing 

to  submit  to  what  is  essential  in  aristocracy the 

supremacy  of  the  few.  For  my  part,  sir,  I  would 
rather  see  an  order  of  nobility  established  in  this 
country,  provided  it  be  without  wealth  or  primo- 
geniture, than  to  see  one  hundred  per  cent,  added 
to  the  present  tariff.  I  believe  it  would  do  more 
to  bring  on  us  all  the  evils  of  aristocracy  than  a 
merely  titular  nobility.  A  compulsory  transfer  of 
property  from  one  class  to  another  is  the  acme  of 
all  the  mischief  that  a  Government  can  perpe- 
trate. The  conflicting  interests  of  different  por- 
tions of  society,  whether  geographical  or  artifi- 
cial, whether  the  result  of  locality  or  legislation, 
have  always  been  difficult  for  Governments  to 
manage.  Under  their  patronage,  they  become 
the  most  deadly  foes  of  liberty.  No  Govern- 
ments have  hitherto  been  sufficient  to  restrain 
their  ambition  and  avarice— not  even  the  milita- 
ry Governments  of  Europe,  with  the  aid  of  their 
standing  armies.  We  thought  we  had  discovered, 
by  our  division  of  powers,  a  system  adequate  to 
this  purpose;  we  thought  our  State  governments 
would  be  a  sufficient  check  ;  and  I  believe,  if  they 
had  not  suffered  their  powers  to  be  usurped,  they 
would  have  proved  so.     They  might  have  even 
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made  local  interests  the  instruments  of  self-pres-  j 
ervation.  But  they  permitted  the  General  Gov-  j 
ernment  to  begin  its  course  by  assuming  local  ' 
powers ;  by  fostering  the  separate  interests  tnat  ex- 
isted, and  creating  others,  and  by  endowing  them 
with  privileges.  It  thus  gave  them  an  artificial 
strength,  which  the  State  governments  are  too 
weak  to  control.  The  privileged  classes,  with 
their  usual  sagacity,  early  perceived  that  the  State 
governments  presented  the  principle  obstacle  to 
the  gratification  of  their  ambition  and  avarice. 
Hence,  the  prevalence  of  that  construction  of  the 
Constitution  which  would  deprive  them  of  near- 
ly all  their  powers — a  construction  which  has 
grown  with  the  growth,  and  strengthened  with 
the  strength  of  these  classes.  Does  any  one  think 
that  this  fashionctble  construction  arises  from  the 
mere  wantonness  of  speculation  ?  No,  sir ;  it  has 
a  practical  end — political  power,  for  the  gratifica- 
tion of  individual  avarice.  I  do  not  pretend  to 
say  that  all  those  who  unite  in  this  construction 
unite  in  the  design.  Many  creeds  and  many  sys- 
tems have  obtained  disinterested  supporters  who 
do  not  participate  in  the  views  with  which  they 
were  created.  But  I  look  not  to  individuals ;  I 
look  to  causes ;  and  I  do  not  hesitate  to  express 
my  opinion,  that  the  true  cause,  the  final  cause  of 
this  lutra  libnal  construction  is,  the  ambition  of  the 
privileged  classes  contending  for  power  to  gratify 
avarice.  And,  with  the  powers  they  claim,  what 
may  they  not  accomplish  towards  the  attainment 
of  their  objects?  Under  the  power  of  taxing 
sales  at  auction  they  claim  a  right  over  persons. 
Under  that  of  internal  improvement  they  assert  a 
right  over  property.  With  this  right  over  persons 
andf  property,  and  the  right  of  the  Federal  Judi- 
ciary to  control  State  laws  and  judgments,  they 
may  soon  remove  every  impediment  placed  in  their 
way  by  the  Slate  governments. 

Sir,  we  must  look  very  little  to  consequences  if 
we  do  not  perceive  in  the  spirit  of  this  construc- 
tion, combined  with  the  political  fanaticism  of  the 
period,  reason  to  anticipate,  at  no  distant  day,  the 
usurpation,  on  the  part  of  Congress,  of  the  right 
to  legislate  on  a  subject  which,  if  you  once  touch, 
will  inevitably  throw  this  country  into  revolution 
— I  mean  that  of  slavery.  And,  while  the  policy 
of  the  Government  tends  directly  to  produce  re- 
sistance, it  is  admirably  contrived  to  render  it  inef- 
fectual, by  exhausting  the  means,  and  the  strength, 
of  those  from  whom  it  is  apprehended.  In  this, 
as  in  other  points  of  view,  I  can  never  cease  to 
wonder  that  the  prevailing  system  should  have 
found  supporters  in  some  of  our  Western  States. 
All  that  Tennessee  and  Kentucky  can  gain  by 
internal  improvement  is  nothing  in  comparison 
with  the  interest  they  have  in  preserving  inviolate 
the  Federal  Constitution,  under  which  so  many 
of  their  dearest  rights  are  secured.  As  to  this 
manufacturing,  anti-commercial,  anti-social  pol- 
icy, which  makes  them,  as  well  as  their  best  cus- 
tomers, the  Southern  States,  poor;  which  places 
them  in  the  same  and  a  worse  relation  to  other 
States  than  they  deprecate  as  concerns  England, 
that  of  being  obliged  to  buy,  without  having  any 
thing  to  give  in  exchange ;  it  is  exactly  the  reverse 


of  what  they  really  want.  What  they  really  want 
is  a  system  which  will  enable  them  to  purchase 
foreign  goods  at  the  same  price  with  the  people  of 
the  Atlantic  States.  Instead  of  this,  they  come  lo 
you,  (some  of  them  at  least,)  tell  you  that  foreign 
goods  are  too  cheap  for  them,  and  ask  you  to  make 
them  dearer — to  make  them  pay  more. 

The  Western  States  cannot  manufacture.     Tlie 
want  of  capital,  (of  which  they,  as  well  as  the 
Southern  States,  have  been  drained  by  the  policy 
of  the  Government,)  and  other  causes,  render  it 
impossible.     The  Southern  States  are  destined  lo 
suffer  more  by  this  policy  than   any  other — the 
Western  next;  but  it  will  not  benefit  the  aggregate 
population  of  any  State.     It  is  for  the  l^nent  of 
capitalists  only.     If  persisted  in,  it  will  drive  the 
South  to  ruin  or  resistance.     It  is  painful  lo  be 
forced  lo  say  so,  but  it  is  necessary.    Our  burdens 
are  already  greater  than  we  can  bear — endurance 
can  go  no  further.     The  policy  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, from  the  commencement,  has  been  as  re- 
spects us,  one  of  unabating  exaction.     W^e  havP 
as  yet,  I   verily  believe,  derived  no  advantages 
whatever  from  the  Constitution — not  even  that  of 
exemption  from  foreign  wars ;  for  our  wars  have 
been  tor  Northern,  not  for  Southern  interests.    The 
consequence  of  this  oppressive  policy  has  been  a 
degree  of  distress  altogether  inconceivable — dis- 
tress  of  which  there  is  no  example  in  a  new  and 
free  country.     This  condition  is  not  to  be  regret- 
ted solely  on  account  of  the  individual  suffering; 
but  it  throws  society  back — checks  iis  improve- 
ment for  generations — perhaps  ages.     If  you  trans- 
fer the  wealth  of  a  country  by  law,  you  transfer 
with  it  the  means  of  education.     Its  new  possess- 
ors, before  they  have  time  to  obtain  education,  get 
possession  of  the  Government,  and  they  are  inter- 
ested in  so  administering  it  as  to  perpetuate  that 
state  of  things  to  which  they  owe  their  elevation. 
The  struggle  between  the  plunderers  and  the  plun- 
dered, corrupts  the  morals  of  the  community,  and 
begets  contentions  which  poison  the  fountains  of 
social  life,  and  shake  the  foundations  of  social  or- 
der.    Society  verges  to  the  state  which  the  Abbe 
Maury  said  characterized  the  French  Revolution — 
a  state  in  which  every  man  who  has  nothing,  says 
to  every  man  who  has  somethino^,  oU  toi,  qxuje  nCy 
meUe — "  take  yourself  a  way,  that  I  may  get  into  your 
place."     These  are  the  consequences  which  may 
be  anticipated,  if  this  system  is  persisted  in. 

Sir,  can  we  be  mistaken  as  lo  the  ruinous  ten- 
dency of  this  policy  ?  Can  whole  nations  be  mis- 
taken? When  I  speak  of  nations,  I  mean  Vir- 
ginia, the  Carolinas,  and  other  great  Southern 
commonwealths.  I  admit  that  nations  have,  oc- 
casionally, been  mistaken ;  but  our  republic  is 
founded  on  the  supposition  that,  in  the  long  run, 
the  people  see  rightly — that  they  are  capable  of 
self-government.  If  this  maxim  be  true,  and  if, 
for  a  series  of  years — for  more  than  a  generation — 
in  peace  and  in  war — in  prosperity  and  adversity — 
in  every  vicissitude  we  have  undergone — we  have 
entertained  but  one  clear,  determined,  unalterable 
opinion  of  the  destructive  effect  of  this  policy,  is  it 
possible  to  believe  we  are  mistaken?  If  you  say 
50,  then  you  renounce  the  principles  of  your  Gor- 
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ernment.  If  you  say  we  are  not  mistaken,  but 
that  you  will  use  your  numerical  superiority  to  im- 
pose this  odious  system  on  us  against  our  will,  then 
you  are  willing  to  incur  the  guilt  and  reproach  of 
tyranny.  You  must  either  renounce  the  princi- 
ples of  your  Grovernment,  or  must  abuse  its  powers. 
The  alternatives  are  before  you.  But  when  I  look  on 
those  by  whom  I  am  surrounded,  and  consider  that 
the  very  circumstance  of  their  being  here  is  a  proof 
of  their  attachment  to  the  principles  of  their  Gov- 
ernment, I  will  never  believe  that  thev  will  re- 
nounce them.  When  I  regard  them  as  fellow  men, 
with  all  the  kindly  affections  and  generous  spirit 
of  humanity,  I  cannot  believe  that  they  will  ever 
be  tyrants.  When  I  look  upon  them  in  the  more 
endearing  character  of  countrymen,  and  the  more 
sacred  one  of  patriots ;  when  I  remember  that  our 
fathers  purchased  our  common  freedom  with  their 
common  blood,  I  will  not,  cannot,  must  not  be- 
lieve, that  the  sons  are  going  to  turn  against  each 
^iher,  and  the  stronger  to  raise  their  fratricidal 
hands  to  destroy  their  weaker  brothers. 
When  Mr.  Garnett  had  concluded — 
Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  commenced 
a  speech  on  the  same  side  of  the  question  ;  but,  at 
three  o'clock  gave  way  for  a  motion  that  the 
Committee  rise.  The  Committee  rose  accord- 
ingly, and  the  House  adjourned. 


Saturday,  April  3. 

Ordtred^  That  the  Message  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  of  the  20ih  ultimo,  commu- 
cating  information  in  relation  to  measures  adopted 
ID  concert  with  foreign  Governments  for  the  sup- 
pression of  the  African  slave  trade,  be  referred  to 
the  committee  raised  upon  so  much  of  the  Presi- 
dent's Message  at  the  commencement  of  the  ses- 
sion, as  relates  to  that  trade. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  altering 
the  times  of  holding  the  courts  in  the  District  of 
Columbia  :'  Whereupon,  Mr.  Little  withdrew 
his  motion  to  iay  the  said  bill  on  the  table,  which 
was  depending  yesterday,  and  moved  that  it  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, which  was  agreed  to. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  year  1824,"  were  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  "  confirming  certain 
acts  of  James  Miller,  as  Grovernor  of  the  Territory 
of  Arkansas,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was  read  a 
third  time. 

Mr.  Forsyth  inquired  into  the  circumstances 
which  led  to  the  necessity  of  this  act,  which  were 
stated  in  reply  by  Mr.  Webster.  Mr.  Taylor, 
of  New  York,  called  for  the  reading  of  the  Presi- 
dent's Message  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Cocke  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  have  certain 
amendments  made  therein.  The  motion  did  not 
prevail,  and  the  bill  was  then  passed,  and  sent  to 
the  Senate. 


An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing 
the  executors  of  John  B.  Mebane  to  collect  certain 
arrears  of  internal  taxes,"  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  sup- 
plementary to  the  several  acts  providing  for  as- 
certaining and  adjusting  the  titles  and  claims  to 
land  in  the  St.  Helena  and  Jackson  Courthouse 
land  districts,"  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
Mr.  CoNDicT  in  the  Chair,  on  the  bill  "  to  amend 
the  several  acts  laying  duties  on  imports." 

Mr.  W1LLIA.MS,  of  North  Carolina,  resumed 
and  concluded  his  speech  on  the  general  principles 
of  the  bill,  and  in  opposition  to  its  passage.  His 
speech  follows  in  extenso: 

Mr.  WiLLiA.Ma  said  he  was  admonished,  by 
every  circumstance,  to  use  brevity  in  the  observa- 
tions he  was  about  to  submit  to  the  Committee. 
The  late  hour  of  the  evening,  the  exhaustion  of 
the  House,  and,  above  all,  the  length  of  discussion 
which  had  preceded  him,  could  not  fail  to  impress 
him  with  the  necevsity  of  drawing  his  remarks  to  a 
close  as  soon  as  possible.  Indeed,  said  he,  the  dis- 
cussion which  has  already  taken  place  would 
seem  to  forbid  the  belief  that  any  thing  more 
should  be  offered.  Hitherto,  I  have  been  content 
to  remain  only  a  listener  to  the  remarks  and  ob- 
servations of  gentlemen,  who,  from  time  to  time, 
have  engaged  in  the  debate ;  not  that  I  have  been 
insensible  of  the  deep  importance  of  this  question, 
or  of  the  vital  interests  involved  in  its  issue;  on 
the  contrary,  my  concern  has  increased  in  ratio 
with  the  zeal  and  perseverance  manifested  in 
pressing  this  subject  upon  our  attention.  Year 
after  year  this  measure  has  been  defeated,  and 
year  after  year  it  has  been  renewed  with  additional 
spirit,  and  still  greater  determination  on  the  part 
of  Its  advocates.  F'rom  these  facts,  thus  annually 
disclosed,  one  might  be  led  to  think  that  some 
choice  boon,  some  great  and  invaluable  blessing, 
was  to  be  attained.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  we 
who  resist  the  measure  view  it  as  an  evil  fraught 
with  consequences  the  most  dangerous,  tending  to 
results  the  most  pernicious  and  calculated  to  blast 
the  fair  prospects  of  this  happy  country.  It  is  not 
my  purpose  to  attempt  to  reconcile  this  conflict  of 
opinion,  but  it  seems  to  me  that  so  great  a  diver- 
sity could  not  exist  unless  it  proceeded  from  more 
causes  than  are  generally  found  to  operate  upon 
our  regular  and  unbiassed  conclusions.  The  quick 
and  lively  attractives  of  interests,  it  must  be  ad- 
mitted, have  some  influence  upon  our  delibera- 
tions, because  the  geographical  boundary  which 
separates  our  minds  upon  this  question  proves 
that  we  are  guided  more  or  less  by  what  we  con- 
ceive to  be  the  wishes  and  desires  of  those  whom 
we  represent.  In  regard  to  myself,  1  admit  this 
to  be  the  fact,  and  I  trust  gentlemen  will  not  say 
I  want  liberality  when  I  impute  to  them  no  worse 
motive  than  I  myself  avow.  Yes,  sir,  it  is  in 
consequence  of  the  effect  which  I  believe  this 
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measure  will  ha«e  upon  the  interest  of  those  whom 
1  represent,  it  is  in  consequence  of  the  effect  which 
I  believe  it  will  have  upon  the  interest  of  the 
country  in  general,  that  I  am  induced,  on  this 
occasion,  to  contribute  my  mite  against  its 
adoption. 

There  were,  said  Mr.  W.,  some  prominent  ar- 
guments presented  in  support  of  the  bill,  which  it 
was  his  intention  to  examine,  but  it  would,  per- 
haps, be  more  proper  to  notice  in  the  first  place 
the  peculiar  manner  employed  by  gentlemen  to 
aid  them  in  the  discussion.  The  honorable  Speaker 
(Mr.  Clay)  had  thought  fit  to  call  the  friends  of 
the  bill  "  the  advocates  of  an  American  policy," 
and  at  the  same  time  characterized  us  who  oppose 
it,  as  the  friends  "  of  a  foreign  policy."    Sir,  these 
designations  must  be  reversed,  because  there  is 
neither  justice  nor  propriety  in  such  an  application 
of  them  as  has  been  made  by  the  Speaker.    What 
policy  does  he  advocate?    Not  the  past  or  present 
policy  of  the  United  States.     How,  then,  can  he 
be  the  advocate  of  an  American   policy  ?    He 
wishes   to   depart  from   the  policy  pursued  ever 
since  the  establishment  of  our  Government,  and 
to  adopt  that  pursued  by   Great  Britain.      But 
those  opposed  to  the  bill,  wish  to  maintain  the 
policy   the  United  States  have   always   pursued 
since  their  independence  as  a  nation.     Then,  in 
truth,  and  in   fact,  we  are  the  advocates  of  an 
American   policy,   while   the    Speaker   and   his 
friends  are  the  advocates  of  a  British  policy.    We 
reprobate  the  policy  of  England  ;  we  wish  to  avoid 
it,  to  rescue  our  country  from  the  danger  of  falling 
into  it.     The  Speaker,  on  the  other  hand,  admires 
that  policy ;  eulogizes  it  in  the  highest  terms,  and 
is  desirous  the  United  States  should  adopt  it.     If 
it  be  true,  therefore,  that  Great  Britain  is  a  for- 
eign country,  the  Speaker  is  the  advocate  "  of  a 
foreign    policy,"   and   we   who   oppose   the    bill 
must  be  considered  the  friends  of  an  "American 
policy." 

He  would  notice,  he  said,  in  the  next  place,  the 
very  great  address  with  which   this  subject  had, 
from  other  quarters,  been  pressed  upon  the  atten- 
tion of  the  American  people.   The  campaign  was 
regularly  opened  some  six  or  seven  years  ago,  and 
has  been  systematically  pursued  up  to  the  present 
time.     Publications  have  appeared,  in  every  pos- 
sible shape ;  addresses  have  been  made  to  gain 
proselytes  to  what  has  been  termed  the  great  cause 
of  "  national   industry."      Yes,  sir ;  this  phrase, 
national  indtutrr/,  has  had,  and  no  doubt  was  in- 
tended to  have,  a  most  magical  influence  upon 
the  opinions  of  our  fellow-ciiizens.     The  evils  of 
idleness   have  been  portrayed  in  glowing  colors  ; 
the  miseries  of  want  and  wretchedness  have  been 
displayed  with  a  kind  of  fervid  eloquence,  and  we 
have  been  required,  by  every  consideration,  to  aid 
in  promoting  the  great  cause  of  national  industry. 
From  what  has  been  said  one  might  be  led  to 
think  that  our   people  had  abandoned  all  the  pur- 
suits and  occupations  of  labor,  and  that  we  were 
converted  into  a  nation  of  idle,  dissolute  vagrants. 
But,  although  some  such  instances  may  be  found, 
yet,  we  have  reason  to   believe  that  general  dis- 
tress does  not  exist  to  the  extent  which  has  been 


imagined.  The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
(Mr.  Webster)  has  told  us  that  nothing  of  the 
kind  has  come  within  his  observation.  So  far  as 
I  am  enabled  to  judge,  I  believe  it  may  be  said  that 
the  Southern  country  is  generally  free  from  such 
scenes  of  suffering  and  distress  as  have  been  de- 
picted. This  outcry,  therefore,  or  the  greater  part 
of  it,  has  proceeded  from  one  class  onJy,  (the 
manufacturers,)  who,  being  themselves  in  what 
they  were  pleased  to  consider  an  unprofitable  busi- 
ness, have  affected  to  think  that  the  whole  nation 
was  in  the  road  to  ruin.  What,  sir !  are  the  man- 
ufacturers the  only  class  in  the  community  ?  If 
they  should  cease  to  operate  entirely,  does  it  fol- 
low that  all  labor  would  likewise  cease  7  Not  at 
all.  The  manufacturing  labor  is  very  small  com- 
pared to  the  aggregate  labor  of  the  other  pursuits; 
and,  although  the  former  should  wholly  cease,  our 
condition  would  not  be  so  wretched  as  it  has  been 
described. 

Mr.  W.  said,  he  admitted  what  the  Speaker  had 
said,  that  labor  was  essentially  necessary  ;  that, 
without  it,  neither  individuals  nor  n&lions  can  be 
prosperous.     It  is,  indeed,  a  law  of  man's  nature, 
for  it  is  written  "  that,  in  the  sweat  of  his  brow 
shall  he  eat  bread."     If  we  look  abroad,  we  see 
that  the  same  law  applies  to  all  animated  nature ; 
that  the  fowls  mount  into  the  air;  that  the  beasts, 
graze  in  the  fields  or  range  through  the  forests,  all 
in  quest  of  food.     Labor,  then,  is  the  universal 
law  of  our  nature,  to  which  every  one  is  bound  to 
submit.     If  he  violates  this  law,  or  neglects  the 
duty  it  enjoins,  evil  must  ensue,  as  the  necessary, 
the  inevitable  consequence.     But  does  it  likewise 
follow,  that  manufactures  are  the  great  object  ia 
which  the  liation  should  engage,  or  that  we  cease 
to  be  a  laborious,  as  soon  as  we  cease  to  be  a  man- 
ufacturing people  ?     No,   it   does  not.     Though 
manufacturing  should  stop  altogether,  agriculture, 
and  the  other  pursuits  which  constitute  the  greater 
object,  would   still   flouri.^h   and    prosper.      We 
were  told,  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr. 
Wood,)  that  the  agricultural  labor  was  equal  to 
eighty-three  per  cent.,  while  the  manufacturing 
was  only  three  and  a  half.     Now,  until  gentlemen 
show  that  the  greater  should  subserve  the  less  in- 
terest, I  shall  contend  that  we  are  not  bound  to 
notice  the  cries  of  a  small  class  in  the  community, 
especially  when  that  class  are  not  so  profitably 
employed  as  they  would  be  if  directed  to  other 
pursuits.     Away,  then,  with  the  plea,  that  it  is 
necessary  to  encourage  national  industry  by  pro- 
tecting manufactures.     It  is  a  delusion  to  employ 
such  terms,  because  the  industry  of  the  nation 
would  flourish  without  the  protection  which  is 
sought  for  manufactures.     Indeed,  the  manufac- 
turing labor  of  the  country  scarcely  deserves  to  be 
considered  in  forming  an  estimate  of  the  whole 
industry  of  the  nation.     It  might  as  well  be  sup- 
posed that  a  single  town  or  country  was  equal  to 
all  the  rest  of  the  United   States,  as  to  say  that 
national  industry  consisted  in  the  labor  applied  to 
manufactures. 

He  would  now  proceed,  Mr.  W.  said,  to  exam- 
ine those  prominent  arguments  in  favor  of  the 
bill  to  which  he  had  before  alluded.     It  had  been 
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contended  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
(Mr.  Tod,)  the  chairman  of  the  committee  who 
reported  the  bill,  that  it  was  necessary  to  adopt 
the  measure  to  make  us  independent  of  foreign 
Powers.  This  had  likewise  been  much  insisted 
on  by  the  Speaker,  and  the  various  other  gentle- 
men who  have  participated  in  the  discussion.  But, 
of  all  the  arguments  presented  in  favor  of  the  bill, 
it  is  perhaps  the  most  imposing,  while  at  the  same 
time  it  is  the  most  fallacious.  In  my  judgment, 
it  is  a  complete  inversion  of  the  fact,  to  say  that 
we  are  dependent  on  England  when  we  furnish 
the  raw  material,  and  she  supplies  the  manufac- 
tured commodity.  I  would  rather  think  that  Eng- 
land is  dependent  upon  us,  and  we  independent  of 
her,  in  such  a  state  of  commercial  intercourse. 
To  illustrate  this  idea,  I  would  ask  who  of  all 
men  is  the  most  independent  ?  The  answer  is 
easy  and  obvious :  The  man  who  has  a  suffi- 
cient supply  of  food  is  the  only  one  who  can  be 
called  abs'Autely  independent,  because  all  others 
who  have  not  this  supply,  must  be  dependent  upon 
him  who  can  furnish  it.  Bread^tufi's  are  indis- 
pensably necessary  ;  and,  in  proportion  as  men 
regard  the  preservation  of  their  lives  as  the  most 
important  of  all  objects,  in  the  same  proportion 
will  they  be  dependent  or  independent,  according 
to  the  supply  they  may  have  of  the  necessary 
means  of  subsistence.  Now,  it  may  be  asserted, 
as  a  truth  undeniable  and  irresistible,  that  what 
makes  me  man  independent,  will  also  make  any 
number  of  men  independent.  In  other  words,  if 
one  individual,  having  a  bountiful  supply  of  the 
articles  of  subsistence  is  more  independent  than 
the  one  who  has  not  such  supply,  it  follows  that 
the  nation  which  has  a  supply  of  those  articles,  is 
more  independent  than  the  nation  which  has  it 
not. 

The  United  States,  for  example,  grow  bread- 
stufifs,  while  England  manufactures  clothing. 
Now,  in  an  absolute  sense,  which  is  the  most  in- 
dependent? we,  with  all  the  articles  of  subsistence, 
or  Great  Britain,  with  all  the  articles  of  clothing  ? 
Certainly  no  one  can  doubt  but  that  the  United 
Slates  would  be  the  most  independent,  and  the 
same  course  of  reasoning  applies  to  the  nation 
which  furnishes  the  raw  material,  as  contradis- 
tinguished from  the  one  which  supplies  the  man- 
ufacture. Suppose,  again,  for  the  sake  of  illus- 
tration, that  one  nation  grows  all  the  wool,  while 
another  manufactures  all  the  cloth,  which,  in  the 
same  absolute  sense,  is  the  most  independent?  I 
answer,  that  the  one  growing  the  wool  is  most 
independent,  because  the  other,  which  happens  to 
possess  the  cloth,  must  cease  to  manufacture  if  the 
raw  material  should  be  withheld,  which  may  be 
done  at  anv  time  by  the  nation  growing  the  wool. 
Then,  if  the  United  States  furnish  the  raw  ma- 
terial, and  England  manufactures  it,  the  former, 
I  say,  are  more  independent  than  the  latter,  be- 
cause we  can  withhold  the  article  at  any  time 
when  we  please,  while  Great  Britain,  for  the 
want  of  it,  must  cease  to  manufacture.  If  she 
ceases  to  manufacture,  she  must  of  course  cease 
to  sell ;  and  if  she  ceases  to  sell,  she  will  conse- 
quently be  deprived  of  those  articles  of  subsistence 


with  which  she  is  supplied  by  thf  sale  of  her  com- 
modities. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  alleges  that 
England  will  not  take  our  produce;  but  the  alle- 
gation is  no  answer  to  this  part  of  the  argument : 
for,  if  England  will  not  take  our  produce,  it  is 
evident  our  trade  with  her  must  cease,  and  then 
the  exact  state  of  non-intercourse  which  we  ex- 
pect to  bring  about  by  law,  will  be  produced 
without  law.  England,  sir,  is  not  so  foolish  as  to 
trade  with  us,  if  we  do  not  make  payment,  and 
this  we  cannot  do,  if  she  will  not  receive  our  pro- 
duce, as  I  shall  endeavor  to  show  more  fully  here- 
after. So  far,  then,  from  our  being  dependent  on 
England,  she  is,  in  fact,  dependent  on  us,  and  the 
only  way  we  can  keep  her  in  any  degree  depend- 
ent upon  us,  is,  to  furnish  the  raw  material,  and 
receive,  in  return,  the  manufactured  commodity. 

Let  it  not,  said  Mr.  W.,  be  understood  that  I 
am  the  advocate  for  that  state  of  atsUufe  inde- 
pendence of  which  I  have  spoken,  or  that  I  con- 
tend we  can  do  without  manufactured  commodi- 
ties, produced  either  by  ourselves  or  some  other 
country.  I  admit  what  the  Speaker  said,  viz., 
that  they  are  necessary  ;  that  we  must  have  them; 
that  the  mere  supply  of  our  animal  wants  is  not 
sufficient.  Of  the  correctness  of  this  position,  I 
entertain  no  doubt;  but  when  he  and  other  gen- 
tlemen condemn  the  policy  of  our  Government, 
and  charge  it  with  subjecting  us  to  an  improper 
degree  of  dependence  on  foreign  Powers,  it  oe- 
comes  a  matter  of  importance  to  examine  their 
arguments,  to  trace  them  into  the  elemenUi  on 
which  they  are  founded,  and  see  whether  in  truth 
and  in  fact  they  are  applicable  to  the  case,  or  are 
entitled  to  all  that  weight  upon  our  minds  which 
they  are  designed  to  have.  If  this  be  done,  it  w^ll 
be  seen  that,  although  we  are  dependent  upon 
England  for  her  manufactures,  yet  she  is  equally 
dependent  upon  us  for  the  raw  material,  if  not 
more  so;  that  we  can  do  as  well  without  her 
manufactures,  as  she  can  without  our  raw  mate- 
rials. The  argument,  then,  that  we  are  depen- 
dent upon  England,  should  not,  I  think,  have  any 
very  great  weight  on  our  minds ;  because,  if  the 
fact  be  admitted,  it  only  proves  that  the  depen- 
dence is  reciprocal.  But,  if  we  wanted  to  make 
England  completely  independent  of  the  United 
States,  we  could  not  take  a  more  direct  course  to 
accomplish  the  obiect,  than  to  drive  her,  by  our 
restrictions,  to  other  countries,  for  the  supply  of 
that  raw  produce  with  which  her  manufactures 
are  kept  up,  and  by  which  her  labor  is  continued 
in  operation. 

Again  :  it  had  been  said  by  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  that  we  ought  to  adopt  this  policy 
because  other  nations  are  pursuing  it;  that,  al- 
though the  English  writers  on  political  economy 
condemn  the  policy  of  their  restrictive  system, 
yet  the  practice  of  the  Government  is  different; 
that  we  ought  to  regard  and  imitate  the  practice 
of  the  Government  rather  than  follow  the  pre- 
cepts and  doctrines  of  her  writers.  In  chis,  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  had  been  joined  by 
the  Speaker,  who  had  denounced  the  authority  of 
all  foreign   writers   un    the  subject   of  political 
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economy.  Mr,  W.  said  that  he  objected  to  the 
whole  of  the  reasoning  of  those  gentlemen,  be- 
cause, by  it,  every  enormity  of  the  British  Gov- 
ernment could  not  only  be  justified,  but  held  up  as 
an  example  for  our  imitation.  He  would  as  soon 
look,  continued  Mr.  W.,  to  England  for  lessons  in 
regard  to  the  form  of  our  Government,  as  to  her 
practice  for  lessons  teaching  us  the  proper  admin- 
istration of  it.  When  did  the  Government  of 
England  ever  pursue  a  benevolent,  humane,  and 
consistent  course?  when  did  her  practice  ever 
conform  to  the  doctrines  of  her  sage  and  philan- 
thropic writers?  Never,  he  believed,  except  in 
the  instances  mentioned  by  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Barbocr,)  and  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Webster.)     Were  the 

f)rinciples  of  Sidney  less  correct,  less  virtuous,  or 
ess  republican,  because  the  practice  of  the  Gov- 
ernment was  different  from  those  principles?  or 
because  that  illustrious  man  fell  a  martyr  to  them  ? 
Was  the  eloquence  of  a  Chatham  less  a  vehicle  of 
truth  and  sound  policy  because  the  Government 
did  not  pursue  the  course  which  he  pointed  out? 
Nay,  more,  was  the  enlistment  of  the  savage — 
the  employment  of  the  tomahawk  and  scalping 
knife,  during  our  Revolution,  less  odious  and 
abominable  because  it  was  directly  at  variance 
with  the  views  of  some  of  her  best  and  most  en- 
lightened men  ?  In  all  these  instances,  and  many 
more  which  might  be  mentioned,  the  practice  of 
England  had  been  different  from  the  doctrines  of 
her  wisest  and  most  patriotic  writers;  but  are 
these  doctrines,  for  that  reason,  less  to  be  ad- 
mired, applauded,  and  followed  by  the  American 
people  ?  Some  writers  in  England  contend  for 
a  Parliamentary  reform,  but  yet  the  practice  of 
the  Government  is  against  it.  If,  then,  we  ought 
to  adopt  the  practice  of  the  Government,  rather 
than  the  doctrines  of  her  writers,  every^  institution 
in  our  own  country  must,  upon  that  principle,  be 
changed.  Instead  of  a  rej)ublic  recognising  the 
people  as  the  only  sovereign  power,  we  must  have 
a  hereditary  monarch — a  House  of  Lords,  and 
septennial  Parliaments. 

Gentlemen  could  not  have  been  aware  of  the 
extent    to   which    their    arguments   would    lead, 
when  they  ^aid   that   the   practice  of  England 
'^hould  be  considered  as  authority,  rather  than  the 
writings  of  her  statesmen.    No.  sir,  said  Mr.  W., 
I  would  look  to  the  practice  01   England  for  au- 
thority in  nothing;  but  I  would  look  to  the  writ- 
ings of  her  statesmen  for  authority  in  many  things. 
It  was  from  the  doctrines  of  her  writers,  and  not 
the  practice  of  her  Government,  that  our  Revolu- 
tionary forefathers  derived  many  useful  and  im- 
portant lessons  on  the  subject  of  freedom;  it  was 
from  the  holy  zeal,  the  patriotic  ardor,  thus  in- 
spired, that  they  resolved  to  be  independent.    Yes, 
sir,  our  own  Revolution,  forming  as  it  does  a  new 
era  in  the  history  of  human  affairs,  and  all  the 
felicitous  consequences  flowing  from  it,  are  to  be 
ascribed,  in  a  considerable  degree,  K)  the  doctrines 
of  British  writers ;  but  in  no  degree  whatever  to 
the  practice  of  the  British  Government.     As,  then, 
that  authority  has  been  respected,  and  attended 
to  in  the  great  work  of  forming  the  Government 


— in  the  establishment  of  our  present  political 
system — so,  I  say,  it  may  be  wise  and  useful  to 
regard  the  same  authority  in  administering  the 
Grovernment.  Hence,  when  we  advert  to  the  au- 
thority of  British  writers,  gentlemen  should  not 
think  that  we  do  so  in  consequence  of  any  friend- 
ly feeling  towards  the  Government  of  that  coun- 
try. I  admit  what  gentlemen  say,  that  the  prac- 
tice of  the  Government  is  opposed  to  the  writings j 
but  it  is  in  consequence  of  this  very  opposition 
that  I  rely  upon  the  writings.  For  it  must  be 
confessed  that  I  would  suspect,  nay,  instantly  re- 
ject, the  authority  of  any  British  writer  who 
should  undertake  to  prove  that  the  practice  of  the 
English  Government  was  correct  and  humane  in 
any  respect  whatsoever,  except  in  the  instances 
before  referred  to. 

Now,  let  me  ask  what  is  proposed  to  be  done  by 
this  bill  ?     The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  has 
already  answered  this  question.    He  has  told  us 
that  he  wishes  to  regulate  trade  in  a  particular 
way ;  to  make  it  more  advantageous  to  the  coun- 
try than  it  has  been  for  some  time,  or  probably 
will  be  again  unless  a  measure  of  the  kind  he 
offers  should  be  adopted.    But  can  you  succeed 
in  this  object?     I  think  not;  for  trade  depends  on 
a  thousand  contingencies,   over  which  you  can 
have  no  control.     Can  you  regulate  the  vicissi- 
tudes of  the  seasons  ?    Can  you  control  the  ele- 
ments?   Can  you  still  the  wind,  or  silence  the 
roaring  tempest?     Can  you  command  the  sun  to 
suspend  his  scorching  beams,  or  call  down  mois- 
ture from  the  clouds,  that  the  earth  may  bring 
forth  its  accustomed  fruits?     Unless  you  can  do 
all  this,  your  present  effort  will  be  vain ;  for  trade 
may  be  compared  to  a  fluid  extremely  subtle,  im- 
palpable to  the  touch,  alwavs  eluding  your  grasp, 
and  constantly  bidding  defiance  to  your  regula- 
tions.    It  will  go  where  it  listeth,  and  every  at- 
tempt to  impede  its  progress  only  adds  to  the 
difficulty  and  embarrassment  of  the  individuals 
or   nations  concerned    in    making   the  attempt. 
Hence,  the  wisdom  of  the  rule,  (though  derived 
from  British  writers,)  that  trade  will  regulate  it- 
self; that  it   is  most  advantageous  when   least 
restricted.     If  there  is  any  principle  in  political 
economy  which  contains  the  truth  and  force  of  aa 
axiom,  it  i!<  this. 

But,  the  Speaker  says  the  principle  is  incorrect, 
and  we  ought  to  adopt  a  different  policy  to  make 
money  more  plenty,  and  relieve  the  distress  of  the 
country.    But  this  object  cannot  be  accomplished. 
For,  how  are  we  to  bring  money  into  the  country 
without  foreign  commerce?     We  have  not  any 
gold  or  silver  mines  to  produce  a  supply  of  the 
precious  metals ;  and  the  specie  first  brought  into 
the  country  by  foreign  trade  would  have  remained 
j  with  us  but  for  the  establishment  of  banks.     Sup- 
pose, however,  that  foreign  trade,  as  gentlemen 
!  allege,  takes  specie  away  from  the  country.    I 
'  contend  that  it  will,  in  due  season,  bring  it  back 
!  again,  because,  in  this  instance,  foreign  trade  only 
I  takes  out  of  the  country  what  foreign  trade  had 
{previously  brought  into  it.     Therefore,  if  gentle- 
men charge  foreign  trade  with  taking  specie  away 
'  from  us,  they  must  credit  foreign  trade  with  hav- 
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ing  brought  specie  into  the  country  in 
instance ;  and  thus  the  account  will  certainly  be 

Vl3  I  a  n  p  pQ 

Admitting  the  position  assumed  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  that  the  passage  of  this 
bill  will  prevent  our  money  from  ^oing  out  of  the 
country,  I  still  contend  that  the  objected  proposed, 
viz.,  of  making  money  more  plenty,  will  not  be 
answered.     Every  one  must  acknowledge  that  we 
have  not,  at  this  time,  a  suflicient  supply  of  gold 
and  silver,  for  the  purposes  of  a  circulating  me- 
dium,    if  you  pass  this  bill,  in  a  great  degree  pro- 
hibiting foreign  commerce,  how  are  you  to  get 
specie  back  in  sufficient  quantity  to  supply  us  with 
a  circulating  medium?     Instead  of  inviting  it  to 
return,  you  forever  exclude  and  keep  it  out.     If  a 
roan,  >aid  Mr.  VV.,  were  to  shut  his  doors  upon 
his  neighbor,  to  give  him  evidence  of  a  welcome 
reception,  the  act  would  scarcely  be  more  unrea- 
sonable or  uncivil  than  the  one  here  proposed. 
For,  if  you  have  not  specie  enough,  you  should 
endeavor  to  correct  the  evil  by  encouraging  rather 
than  prohibiting  greater  importations  of  it. 

Should  you  choose,  however,  to  pass  the  bill,  in 
order  to  make  sure  of  what  money  we  have,  to  be 
certain  of  keeping  it  amongst  us,  can  you  succeed 
even  in  this?    No,  you  cannot.     Spain,  we  were 
told  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr. 
Webster,)  has  been  more  restricted  in  her  com- 
merce than  any  other  nation  in  Europe;  but  have 
her  arbitrary,  tyrannical  laws,  prohibiting,  under 
heavy  penalties,  the  exportation  of  specie  answered 
the  objects  designed  by  their  enactment?     Not  in 
the  least.     The  precious  metals  were  of  less  value 
in  Spain  than  in  other  nations  of  the  world,  and  go 
they  would,  in  spite  of  every  regulation  to  the  con- 
trary.   Money,  like  a  fluid,  will  seek  its  own  level ; 
and  if  the  gold  and  silver  now  in  our  country  are 
tempted  to  go  abroad  in  the  channels  of  regular 
commercial  intercourse,  I  say  let  them  go.     They 
will  certainly  come  back  when  more  needed  in 
this  than  in  a  foreign  country.     The  same  cause 
which  first  brought  them  to  us  will  induce  them 
to  revisit  our  shore?,   if  required  by  the  regular 
demands  of  trade.     We  need  be  under  no  appre- 
hension to  the  contrary  so  lon^  as  we  avoid  the 
injudicious  and  impolitic  restraints  of  a  prohibi- 
tory system. 

But  the  passage  of  the  bill,  said  Mr.  W.,  de- 
stroys foreign  commerce,  without  which  we  never 
should  have  had  so  much  as  a  guinea  or  a  dollar. 
If,  therefore,  you  destroy  the  means  of  supply,  how 
are  our  future  wants  to  be  answered  in  regard  to 
medium?  In  this  condition,  we 
to  do,  from  necessity,  what  we 
have  already  done  from  a  wish  to  speculate  and  a 
desire  to  possess  inordinate  wealth.  We  shall  be 
compelled  to  establish  banks  and  to  depend  alto- 
gether upon  paper  money;  there  is  no  other  alter- 
native. To  this  end  we  shall  finally  come,  and  I 
must  be  permitted  to  ask  whether  any  gentleman 
would  desire  to  see  us  in  such  a  condition  ?  I 
should  hope  not,  because  it  is  evident  that  our 
difficulties  and  embarrassments  are  ascribed,  in  a 
great  degree,  to  an  extravagant  issue  of  paper 
money.    This,  and  not  foreign  trade,  has  caused 


a  circulating 
shall  be  obliged 


our  afflictions.  Instead  of  ag^ratmg,  foreign 
trade  had  alleviated  the  mischief.  In  the  course 
of  the  debate,  it  had  been  proved,  very  clearly, 
that,  wherever  paper  money  existed,  the  same  dis- 
tress had  prevailed,  in  a  greater  or  lesser  degree. 
In  the  United  States,  in  Germany,  and  even  in 
England,  it  h^d  been  the  case. 

From  these  views,  it  would  seem,  then,  that  the 
passage  of  the  bill  would  afford  no  relief  to  the 
distresses  of  the  country.     The  money,  which  is 
to  circulate,  as  gentlemen  tell  us,  in  plenty  and 
abundance,  will  not  consist  of  gold  and  silver, 
but  bank  notes.     At  one  time  there  was  a  sort  ot 
epidemic  in  favor  of  the  paper  system,  and  a5 
many  as  forty  new  banks  were  established  in  a 
particular  Slate,  during  one  session  of  their  Legis- 
lature.    This  measure  was  hailed  as  a  panacea 
fjr  their  distresses^  but  did  it  turn  out  so  in  fact? 
No  ;  instead  of  curing,  it  aggravated  the  evil  in 
a  tenfold  degree.     Having  failed  to  obtain  the  de- 
sired relief  from  banks,  we  now  seem  anxious  to 
try  the  manufacturing  system,  in   the   hope  that, 
by  adopting  it,  we  shall  remedy  all  complaints. 
But,  if  I  am  not  greatly  mistaken,  it  will  prove  no 
more  efficacious  than  the  banking  system  :  on  the 
contrary,  it  will  tend  to  increase  the  evil ;  it  will 
give  us  a  paper  money  which,  not  being  founded 
on  a  specie  basis,  will  be  liable  to  all  the  evils  of 
depreciation,  such  as  were  experienced  at  the  close 
of  the  Revolution,  or  at  the  termination  of  the  late 
war  :  whereas,  if  you  permit  foreign  trade  to  pro- 
ceed as  it  has  done;  if  you  allow  the  precious 
metals  to  be  imported  ;  if  you  prohibit  banks  en- 
tirely, or  require  them  to  be  founded  upon  a  specie 
capital,  so  as  to  prevent  an  extravagant  issue  of 
paper  money,  then  will  the  commerce  of  the  coun- 
try flow  in  regular  and  undisturbed  channels  ;  then 
will   the  laborer   be  rewarded  for  his  toil  with 
money  of  a  certain,  invariable  value;  then,  and 
not  till  then,  will  our  whole  people  be  contented 
and  happy. 

This  view  of  the  subject,  Mr.  W.  said,  had  been 
much  strengthened  by  information  he  had  received 
from  a  gentleman  of  this  House,  who  in  part  rep- 
resented one  of  the  Western  States.  That  gen- 
tleman had  told  him  that  the  circulating  medium 
of  the  State  from  which  he  comes,  had  been  in  a 
very  unsound,  disordered  condition.  The  people, 
at  the  same  time,  were  much  embarrassed  with 
debts  to  a  great  amount.  Instead  of  seeking  relief 
by  creating  more  banks,  they  had  depended  upon 
industry ;  they  had  resorted  to  labor,  which  the 
Speaker  had  said  was  essentially  necessary  to  in- 
sure national  wealth  and  prosperity.  When  they 
became  involved,  pork,  the  great  stanle  of  that 
country,  bore  a  price  equal  to  ten  dollars  a  hun- 
dred. It  had  afterwards  fallen,  and  sustained  a 
price  of  from  three  to  five  dollars,  but  yet  the 
people  had  been  able,  at  these  reduced  prices,  to 
rescue  themselves  from  their  embarrassments. 
Here,  then,  was  evidence,  showing  how  much 
could  be  done  by  labor,  and  how  little  by  banks. 
Had  these  people  depended  for  relief  upon  further 
issues  of  paper  money,  no  doubt  their  distresses 
would  have  been  increased  :  whereas,  by  adopting 
a  different  course,  they  have  completely  extricated 
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themselves,  which  will  be  the  case  in  every  in- 
stance where  reliance  is  had  upon  the  same  means. 
Here  he  was  met,  Mr.  W.  said,  by  the  declaration 
of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  that  he  did 
not  intend  to  destroy  foreign  trade.     It  is  due  to 
that  gentleman  to  say,  that  I  believe  him  sincere 
in  his  statements,  but  I  nevertheless  think  him 
mistaken  in  the  opinions  he  formed  as  to  the  eflects 
of  this   measure.     For,   how  can  he  derive  any 
possible  benefit  from  it,  unless  it  tends  to  destroy 
commerce  or   lessen  the  importation   of  foreign 
goods  ?     The  body  pxjlitic,  like  the  body  natural, 
may  at   times  be  given  to  a  little  excess.     The 
commercial  appetite  of  the  nation,  so  to  speak, 
may  occasionally  perhaps  take  too  much,  but  gen- 
erally no  more  will  be  consumed  than  is  conducive 
to  the  health  and  well-being  of  the  system.     You 
cannot,  then,  afford  to  the  domestic  manufacturer 
a   market  for   his  goods,  unless  you   reduce   the 
amount  of  the  foreign  supply.    The  whole  project, 
indeed,  proceeds  upon  this  supposition.     The  duty 
on  foreign   goods  is  to  be  increased,  to  prevent 
their  importation:  their  importation  is  to  be  pre- 
rented,  to  afford  the  domestic  manufacturer  an 
opportunity  to  sell  his  commodities  ;  and  yet  gen- 
tlemen say,  they  do  not  intend  to  destroy  foreign 
commerce.     I  admit  that  you  may  not  intend  its 
total  destruction,  but,  if  you  destroy  it  partially, 
all  the  purposes  of  my  argument  will  be  answered. 
The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  however, 
•  had  remarked,  at  the  commencement  of  this  de- 
bate, that  the  only  effectual  protection  which  man- 
ufactures had  ever  received,  was  during  the  late 
war,  and  every  one  knows  that  our  foreign  com- 
merce was  annihilated  within  that  period.     But 
suppose   this  not  to  be  his  object  at  present,  and 
that  no  more  than  one  fifth,  or  one  tenth,  or  one 
twentieth,  of  our  foreign  trade,  will  be  destroyed 
by  the  operation  of  this  system,  I  contend  that  our 
situation  will  be  made  worse  exactly  in  that  pro- 
portion ;  that  we  shall  be  less  able  by  one  fifth, 
one  tenth,  or  one  twentieth,  to  remedy  our  dis- 
tress.     In  whatever  degree   you    injure  foreign 
commerce,  in  the  same  degree  do  you  augment 
our  embarrassments,  and   make  a  resort  to  paper 
money  more  certain,  which  it  has  been  previously 
shown  was  the  remote,  if  not  immediate,  cause  of 
all  our  difficulties. 

In  opposition  to  the  inferences  here  drawn,  it 
has  been  said  that  England  has  a  metallic  cur- 
rency, although  she  is  in  the  highest  degree  man- 
ufacturing. But  the  analogy  will  not  hold.  Eng- 
land exports  her  commodities,  which,  in  the  nature 
of  things,  we  cannot  do ;  we  are  unable  to  man- 
ufacture for  the  supply  of  our  own  wants,  and  it 
would  be  folly  to  attempt  exportation  under  such 
circumstances.  I  know,  said  Mr.  W.,  it  was  al- 
leged by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  that 
our  goods  had  already  found  a  market  in  South 
America,  and  this  proved  that  we  might  calculate 
on  making  exportations  in  future  to  any  extent. 
But,  contended  Mr.  W..  this  must  be  deemed  an 
exception  to  the  general  rule,  and  one  from  which 
no  reasonings  can  be  deduced.  In  some  few  in- 
stances, wheat,  and  other  articles  of  breadstuff, 
had  been  imported  from  Liverpool  into  the  Uni- 


ted States ;  but  would  any  gentleman  contend 
that  this  was  according  to  the  regular  course  of 
trade?  Certainly  not.  Exceptions  of  this  sort, 
indicating  the  capriciousness  or  volatility  of  trade 
may  be  found  in  the  commerce  of  all  countries. 
They  are  not  reducible  to  rule,  or  to  be  explained 
by  any  general  principles.  We  require  a  protec- 
tion equal  to  an  average  of  forty  {)er  cent,  to  en- 
able us  to  compete  with  the  foreign  manufacturer 
even  in  our  own  markets,  and  certainly  we  cannot 
expect  to  compete  with  him  in  the  South  Ameri- 
can market,  where  we  shall  be  deprived  of  this 
protection.  Until  gentlemen  prove  that  we  can 
sell  our  manufactures  abroad,  at  forty  per  cent. 
less  than  we  can  afford  to  take  for  them  at  home, 
I  shall  be  justified  in  asserting  that  we  cannot  ex* 
port  them,  and  we  cannot  therefore  expect  to  de- 
rive specie  from  importation,  as  England  has 
done.  The  argument,  then,  which  has  been  drawn 
from  the  metallic  currency  of  England,  will  not 
avail  gentlemen  in  reference  to  this  particular 
point. 

There  are  yet  other  points  of  view  in  which  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  has  thought  fit  to 
present  this  question,  and   which,  thereiore,  are 
entitled  to  serious  notice.     He  has  gravely  urged 
that  Great  Britain  constantly  exhausts  our  wealth; 
that  the  labor  of  our  people  goes  to  her  support, 
to  swell  her  coffers,  and  pamper  her  pride;  that 
we  owe  it  to  ourselves    not    to  permit   such   a 
state  of  things  to  exist,  but  should  divert  the  pro- 
fits of  this  trade  into  our  own  pockets,  rather  tnan 
suffer  them  to  be  engrossed  by  Englishmen.    This 
argument,  Mr.  W.  said,  was  nearly  allied  to  those 
he   had   heretofore  attempted   to  answer,  and,  in 
his  judgment,  was  equally  incorrect.     For,  if  it 
be  true  that  we  are  not  dependent  upon  England, 
when  we  furnish  the  raw  material  and  she  man- 
ufactures it,  then   I  contend,  in  the  same  way, 
that,  if  we  labor  for  her  support,  she,  in  return,* 
labors  for  our  support ;  that  we  can  do  as  well 
without  her  manufactures  as  she  can  without  our 
raw  materials.     In  illustration  of  this  idea,  let  me, 
said   Mr.  W.,  put  a  case — Would  it  not  be  ex- 
tremely unwise  in  the  people  of  the  Eastern  States, 
for  example,  to  grow  cotton,  when  they  could  buy 
it  in  Georgia  for  much  less  than  it  would  cost 
them  to  raise  it  ?     With  the  labor  of  ten  days,  the 
Eastern  man  could  purchase  one  hundred  weight 
of  cotton;  whereas,  to  produce  it  himself  would 
require  the  labor,  perhaps,  of   twelve  or  fifteen 
days  ?     The  same  rule  would  apply  to  the  Geor- 
gian, if  he  should  attempt  to  raise  commodities 
peculiarly  adapted  to  the  climate,  soil,  and  cir- 
cumstances of  New  England. 

Again  :  Would  not  Great  Britain  act  with  im- 
prudence, nay,  with  folly,  if  she  should  attempt  to 
raise  all  the  cottou  which  she  buys  of  the  South- 
ern States  to  be  worked  up  in  her  manufacturing 
establishments  ?  Would  it  not  subtract  greatly 
from  the  profit  she  makes  by  the  sale  of  commod- 
ities, if  she  should  depend  on  growing  the  raw 
material  herself,  rather  than  on  purchasing  it  from 
other  countries  ?  No  one  can  doubt  as  to  the  an- 
swer which  should  be  given  to  these  questions. 
Now,  sir,  It  may  be  asserted,  with  truth,  that  the 
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manufacturing  skill  and  industry  of  Great  Britain 
are  as  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  circumstances  of 
that  country  as  the  production  of  any  raw  mate- 
rial is  to  our  own.  She  can  manufacture  cheaper 
than  we  can,  and  it  would  be  about  as  wise  in  us 
to  manufacture  for  ourselves,  as  it  would  in  Eng- 
land to  raise  cotton.  Gentlemen,  I  know,  have 
denied  this,  and  contend  that  we  can  manufacture 
as  cheap  as  England.  But,  to  refute  the  asser- 
tion, I  need  only  advert  to  the  bill  now  before  us. 
Why  have  we  been  employed  for  weeks  in  a  dis- 
cussion of  the  subject,  if,  indeed  and  in  truth,  we 
can  manufacture  as  cheaply  as  the  people  of  Great 
Britain  ?  We  have  now  a  tariff  which  gives  pro- 
lection  equal  to  forty  per  cent.,  and  the  manufac- 
turers are  calling  aloud  for  more.  Then,  it  may 
be  taken  for  granted  that  England  can  manufac- 
ture more  cheaply  than  the  United  States.  Our 
own  experience,  also,  will  confirm  the  truth  of  the 
position,  for,  with  the  labor  of  ten  days,  I  can  buy 
a  piece  of  cloth  manufactured  in  England  ;  where- 
as, the  same  sort  of  cloth,  manufactured  in  the 
United  States,  would  cost  me  twelve  or  thirteen 
days'  labor,  or  a  value  equivalent  to  that.  How, 
then,  can  it  be  said  that  we  labor  exclusively  for 
the  benefit  of  England  ?  Does  she  not,  in  return, 
labor  for  our  benefit  ?  Is  it  not  obvious  that,  by 
her  skill  and  industry,  we  are  enabled  to  buy  such 
manufactured  articles  as  we  want  cheaper,  or  with 
less  labor  than  if  we  produced  them  ourselves? 
Certainly  it  is,  and,  if  this  be  the  kind  of  tax  we 
pay  to  England,  the  more  of  it  the  better.  The 
more  cloth  she  will  give  me  for  ten  days'  labor, 
the  more  highly  shall  I  be  pleased  ;  and,  most  as- 
suredly, I  should  never  be  disposed  to  quarrel  with 
her,  because  I  obtained  from  her,  at  that  price, 
articles  which  would  otherwise  cost  me  the  value 
of  twelve  or  fifteen  days'  labor.  These  are  my 
reasons  for  not  subscribing  to  the  arguments  of 
'gentlemen  who  say  that  our  people  labor  exclu- 
sively for  the  benefit  of  England.  It  is  to  our  in- 
terest as  much  as  that  of  England,  that  this  inter- 
course should  exist. 

But  it  is  alleged  by  the  Speaker  that  England 
will  not  take  our  produce,  and,  therefore,  we  must 
manufacture  it  ourselves.  To  this  I  say  agreed  ; 
we  will  manufacture  for  ourselves,  if  England 
will  not  receive  our  produce;  but  this  may  be 
done  without  the  aid  of  any  law.  For,  take  the 
argument  as  stated,  and  what  does  it  prove  ?  It 
proves  this,  that  our  trade  with  England  will  stop 
of  itself;  that  it  will  necessarily  cease  to  exist, 
and  that  the  law  you  propose  to  pass  is  wholly 
useless.  In  confirmation  of  this  point,  it  is  neces- 
sary only  to  advert  to  the  rule  w.lich  the  Speaker 
himself  has  laid  down.  He  Avas  asked  what 
would  be  the  extent  of  our  imports  after  this  tariff 
had  gone  into  operation,  and  to  this  question  he 
answered,  "that  our  imports  would  be  measured 
by  our  exports."  Now,  if  the  imports  will  be 
measured  and  regulated ,  by  the  exports  a/tn  the 
adoption  of  this  system,  why  will  not  the  same 
rule  apply  be/<;re  the  adoption  of  the  system  ?  If 
the  rule  acts  in  one  case,  as  stated  and  agreed  to 
by  the  Speaker,  it  will  hold  equally  good  in  the 
other.     Thus  the  evil  of  overtrading,  of  buyin" 


more  than  we  can  pay  for,  which  seems  to  alarm 
gentlemen  so  much,  and  which  they  are  so  anxious 
to  correct,  turns  out  to  be  of  no  consequence  at  all. 
For  no  principle  of  political  economy  is  more  true 
than  this:  "that  no  country  can  long  import  un- 
less it  also  exports;  or,  can  long  export  unless  it  also 
imports."  Any  regulation,  therefore,  which  we 
may  adopt  to  restrain  the  excesses  of  foreign  com- 
merce, and  thereby  to  benefit  our  own  manufac- 
tures, is  completely  a  work  of  supererogation.  To 
suppose  that  England  will  give  us  her  commodi- 
ties would  be  to  charge  her  with  extreme  folly, 
which  must  be  the  case  if  she  will  not  take  our 
produce  in  payment  for  what  we  receive.  But, 
suppose  she  does  continue  the  folly  of  thus  giving 
to  us.  I  hope  we  shall  not  be  guilty  of  the  stiH 
greater  folly  of  refusing  to  receive  what  is  thus 
given.  Any  uneasiness  on  this  head,  I  should 
think,  ought  to  be  lelt  by  the  ffiver  rather  than  the 
receiver.  Of  one  thing  we  may  rest  perfectly  as- 
sured, to  wit,  that  she  will  get  tired  of  it  soon 
enough  for  all  the  purposes  and  designs  we  may 
have  of  promoting  our  own  manufactures.  But 
it  seemed  to  him  there  was  some  misapprehensioQ 
on  this  point.  The  gentleman  from  Pennsylva- 
nia, and  the  most  of  those  who  acted  with  him, 
urged  as  a  reason  in  support  of  the  bill,  that  Brit- 
ish goods  were  sent  to  this  country  and  sold  fur 
little  or  nothing,  in  order  to  break  down  our  man- 
ufacturing establishments.  No  gentleman  had  as- 
serted this  to  be  a  fact  coming  within  his  own 
knowledge,  and,  until  that  assertion  was  made, 
he  should  feel  at  liberty  to  doubt  whether  the  fact 
had  existed  in  the  manner  stated.  We  all  know 
that  distress  has  prevailed  in  England  as  well  as 
the  United  States.  In  our  own  country,  sacrifices 
of  property  have  been  made  both  at  public  and 
private  sale.  Why  not,  then,  ascribe  the  sales  of 
British  goods  in  this  country  to  the  distress  which 
existed  in  England  rather  than  a  wish  to  subvert 
our  manufacturing  establishments?  It  is,  in  ray 
judgment,  most  probable  that  the  former  was  the 
cause  of  those  sacrifices  of  goods  at  auction  sales, 
of  which  gentlemen  so  much  complain,  and  against 
which  they  are  so  anxious  to  guard.  But,  if  it 
was  not,  he  contended  it  would  be  impossible  that 
the  foreign  manufacturer  should  continue  the  prac- 
tice for  any  great  length  of  time,  and,  therefore, 
the  remedy  proposed  in  the  bill  was  entirely  use- 
less. 

The  Speaker  had  again  said,  that  England,  re- 
fusing to  take  our  produce,  receives  any  balance 
apinst  us  in  specie.  It  was  for  this  purpose,  he 
also  said,  that  she  had  taken  off  her  restriction 
upon  the  East  India  trade,  and  he  therefore  ar- 
gued that  the  evils  arising  from  such  an  inter- 
course ought  to  be  corrected.  But,  to  my  mind, 
replied  Mr.  W.,  this  is  no  evil  at  all,  or.  if  it  is,  that 
it  will  infallibly  correct  itself.  Here  let  rae  invite 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  what  was  before 
said.  Whence  did  we  procure  the  gold  and  silver 
circulated  among  us  some  years  ago? 
foreign  commerce,  must  be  the  answer. 
if  the  unfavorable  balance  of  trade  with 
England  took  specie  away  from  us,  the  favorable 
with  other  nalions  of  the  world  brought  it  into 
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the  country  in  the  first  instance,  and  will  continue 
to  bring  it  so  long  as  it  shall  be  demanded.  Sup- 
pose, for  example,  that  Great  Britain,  Spain,  and 
the  United  States,  trade  together.  Suppose,  fur- 
ther, that  in  our  intercourse  with  England,  there 
is  an  unfavorable  balance  against  us.  Now,  if 
the  trade  continues,  it  is  perfectly  immaterial 
whether  this  balance  is  paid  in  specie  or  in  pro- 
duce; because,  if  England  will  not  receive  our 
produce,  we  carry  it  to  Spain,  South  America,  or 
the  West  Indies;  we  there  sell  it  for  cash,  and 
then  proceed  to  England,  whence  we  lay  it  out  as 
we  may  choose,  to  the  best  advantage.  Thus  we 
see  that  specie  is  obtained  by  the  sale  of  our  pro- 
duce, and  whether  it  is  made  in  the  first  instance 
to  England  or  to  Spain,  is  a  matter  of  perfect  in- 
difference. But,  if  England  will  not  take  our  pro- 
duce, and  if  we  cannot  procure  gold  and  silver 
from  Spain,  or  some  other  country,  then  the  trade 
will  stop  of  itself;  will  necessarily  cease  to  exist, 
unless,  forsooth.  Great  Britain  should  adopt  the 
policy  of  giving  to  us  whatever  we  want,  or, 
which  amounts  to  the  same  thing,  of  trading  with 
us,  although  we  should  be  unable  to  make  pay- 
ment for  what  we  receive. 

It  is  in  consequence  of  these  principles  that  I 
subscribe  fully  to  the  sentiments  advanced  by  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  respecting  the 
trade  to  China  and  the  East  Indies.  It  has  been 
fashionable  to  condemn  this  trade,  because  the 
people  of  those  countries  would  receive  nothing 
but  gold  and  silver  ;  but,  instead  of  being  injurious, 
it  was  the  most  profitable  commerce  in  which  we 
could  engage.  A  merchant,  for  example,  sold  his 
cargo  of  produce  in  South  America  for  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars  ;  with  this  sum  he  proceeded  to  China 
or  the  East  Indies,  and  obtained  for  thirty-five  or 
forty  thousand  dollars,  what  would  have  cost  him 
forty-five  or  fifty  thousand  dollars  if  he  had  made 
his  purchases  in  any  other  country  of  the  world. 
He  then  obtained  the  same  amount  of  commodi- 
ties, and  had  a  balance  left  of  five  or  ten  thousand 
dollars,  to  be  put  into  his  pocket,  which  balance 
would  not  have  remained  if  he  had  traded  with 
any  other  part  of  the  world.  In  this  point  of  view, 
therefore,  the  commerce  with  China  and  the  East 
Indies  was  the  most  profitable  of  any  in  which 
we  could  engage.  It  is  unnecessary  here  to  add 
any  thing  in  relation  to  a  further  advantage  to  be 
derived  from  those  particular  articles  of  this  traffic 
for  which  a  market  could  be  found  only  in  China 
and  the  East  Indies.  I  have  understood  that  our 
enterprising  merchants  and  seamen  would  leave 
the  ports  of  the  United  States  with  only  a  few 
thousand  dollars  worth  on  board  of  their  vessels ; 
that  they  would  go  the  Pacific  Ocean,  would  there 
supjply  themselves  with  cargoes,  and  then  proceed 
to  China,  and  obtain  in  exchange  for  their  produce 
ship  loads  of  the  richest  and  most  valuable  com- 
modities. These  returns  could  not  have  been  pur- 
chased with  t])e  same  articles  in  any  other  martet ; 
and  on  this  account,  again,  the  China  trade  was 
most  profitable,  and  should  not  have  been  put 
down.  Another  view  taken  of  the  subject,  by  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  was,  that  it  would 
benefit  the  planters  and  farmers,  by  giving  them 
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a  higher  price  for  their  produce ;  and  that  our 
manufactures  would  be  better  than  imjwrted  goods. 
But  I  beseech  that  gentleman  not  to  forget  him- 
self and  his  friends  in  his  great  zeal  to  benefit  the 
agriculturists.  The  results  which  he  predicts  can- 
not take  place,  or,  if  they  do,  the  manufacturers 
must  be  involved  in  irretrievable  ruin.  For,  how 
can  they  sell  their  goods  cheaper  after  the  price 
of  breadstuffs  and  raw  materials  has  been  raised 
than  they  can  now,  when  both  breadstuffs  and 
raw  materials  are  absolutely  worthless;  are,  in 
fact,  as  the  Speaker  told  us,  rotting  in  our  barn 
yards?  Explain  the  principle  why  you  can  sell 
cheaper,  when  corn  is  at  a  dollar  per  bushel,  and 
wool  at  a  dollar  per  pound,  than  you  can  when 
corn  is  fifty  cents  a  bushel  and  wool  fifty  cents  a 
pound.  To  me  it  seems  unreasonable  to  suppose 
that  such  a  result  can  follow ;  for,  if  cloth  now 
sells  at  ten  dollars,  when  corn  and  wool  are  at  the 
inferior  price  of  fifty  cents  as  mentioned  above; 
it  is  not  possible  in  the  nature  of  things  that  cloth 
can  be  sold  at  six  or  eight  dollars,  when  the  price 
of  corn  and  wool  shall  have  advanced  to  one  dol- 
lar each.  Upon  this  supposition,  the  manufac- 
turer would  constantly  receive  less  for  his  labor 
while  his  necessary  expenditure  would  be  increased, 
and  if  such  a  process  would  not  eventuate  in  his 
ruin,  I  must  confess,  I  do  not  know  what  would 
have  the  effect.  No,  sir  ;  if,  as  gentlemen  contend, 
breadstuffs  and  raw  materials  are  worthless — are  of 
no  value  at  all — nowis  the  time  to  begin  a  manu- 
facturing system,  because,  now  you  can  afford  to 
work  at  a  cheap  rate  and  to  defy  all  foreign  com- 
petition. 

But,  how  is  it  proposed  to  raise  the  price  of 
breadstuffs  ?  Why,  by  lessening  the  quantity  pro- 
duced. The  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr. 
Wood)  faid  that  too  much  of  the  labor  of  the  coun- 
try was  devoted  to  agriculture.  Upon  this  prin- 
ciple the  Speaker  also  proceeded — when  he  said 
that  500,000  persons  employed  in  factories  would 
consume  900,000  barrels  of  flour.  This  had  been 
put  as  an  example  showing  the  beneficial  effects 
which  would  result  to  agriculture  by  diverting  a 
portion  of  labor  from  that  pursuit  and  employing 
It  in  manufacturing  establishments.  Then,  said 
Mr.  W.,  the  inference  was  clear  that  it  was  in- 
tended to  raise  the  price  of  breadstuffs  by  lessen- 
ing the  quantity  produced,  and  he  would  ask  whe- 
ther this  was  a  blessing?  No  ;  but,  in  his  opin- 
ion, it  was  a  curse.  Ask  a  famished  Irishman, 
during  the  late  distress  in  that  country,  whether 
he  considers  it  wise  to  lessen  the  quantity  of  sus- 
tenance which  any  country  can  produce?  Ask 
any  poor  man  in  our  own  country  whether  he 
can  live  better  upon  three  pecks  than  a  bushel  of 
corn  ?  The  argument  of  the  gentleman  amounts 
to  this,  and  I  should  believe  that  an  individual  to 
whom  such  questions  were  propounded,  would 
suspect  the  wisdom  or  sincerity  of  him  who  pro- 
posed them.  Sir,  it  is  irreverent  in  us  to  com- 
plain that  we  are  too  highly  blessed  in  this  partic- 
ular. It  is  better  to  have  ten  times  too  much 
than  one-tenth  too  little  of  what  is  to  be  eaten; 
of  what  is  absolutely  and  indispensably  necessary 
to  our  very  existence  itself.     Therefore,  although 
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the  manufacturing  project  should  tend  Jo  raise  the 
price  of  breadstuff's,  yet  it  will  do  so  by  lessening 
the  quantity  produced,  and  in  this  way,  will  ope- 
rate as  a  serious  curse  upon  the  poorer  classes  of 
society.     If  any  blessings  attend  the  system,  Eng- 
land must  be  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  them,  be- 
cause she  has  carried  it  to  the  greatest  extent. 
The  Speaker,  to  be  sure,  had  told  us  that,  during 
his  visit  to  that  country,  he  had  remarked  that  no 
people  were  more  comfortably  provided  for  or  appar- 
ently more  happy  than  the  laboring  part  of  thepop- 
ulation  of  Great  Britain.     While  disposed  to  give 
entire  credit   to  what   the   Speaker   has  said,   I 
must  be  permitted  to  doubt  whether  his  personal 
observations  into  this  matter  were  so  full  or  ex- 
tensive as  he  could  have  made  under  different  cir- 
cumstances.     He  associated  with   kings   rather 
than  beggars,  and  of  course  his  opportunity  for 
observing  the  condition  of  the  entire  laboring  class 
in  England  was  not  so  favorable  as  it  might  have 
been.     Other  persons  have  said  that  the  manufac- 
turers of  Great  Britain  were  obliged  to  labor  from 
fourteen  to  seventeen  hours  out  of  the  twenty-four; 
and  to  live  on  a  vegetable  diet  in  order  to  earn  a 
miserable  pittance  of  wages  ?     Is  this  the  way  in 
•which  you  propose  also  to  bless  our  people  ?     Is 
this  the  way  in  which  you  prof>ose  to  raise  the 
price  of  breadstuff's  ?     Ifit  is,  you  will  do  it  with  a 
Yengeance,  indeed  ;  for  when  the  system  gets  fully 
into  operation,  you  will  have  raised  the  price  so 
high  as  to  pui  it  out  of  the  power  of  any  poor 
man  to  eat  bread.   You  will,  in  this  manner,  take 
from  him  the  half  loaf  which  he  might  otherwise 
obtain.     Now,  what  is  the  duty  of  every  wise  and 
beneficent  government  ?     Ii  is,  to  take  care  of  the 
poor,  rather  than  the  rich  ;  because,  say  the  moral 
and  political   writers,  the   rich   can   take  care  of 
themselves.     In  England,  while  the  poor  manu- 
facturer was  obliged  to  work  from  fourteen  to  sev- 
enteen hours  out  of  the  twenty-four,  and  to  live 
on  a  vegetable  diet,  the  wealthy  owner  of  the  es- 
tablishment, no  doubt,  "  fared  sumptuously  every 
day,  and  was  clothed  in  purple  and  fine  linen." 
But,  was  this  right  ?     Is  this  the  condition  into 
•^hich  gentlemen  would  lead  our  people  ?     Is  this 
the  end  to  which  we  must  finally  come?     If  not, 
let  us  ponder  well  the  course  we  are  about  to  take. 
Let  us  deliberate  maturely  before  we  commence  a 
system  which  may  possibly  tend  to   the  results 
which  have  been  indicated. 

There  were  other  objections  to  this  system, 
which  might  be  denominated  of  a  political  nature, 
but  which  weighed,  said  Mr.  W.,  on  his  mind  as 
forcibly  as  any  that  have  been  mentioned.  To  me, 
it  seems  impossible,  that  a  Government  like  ours 
can  exist  in  any  country  not  essentially  agricultural. 
An  author,  who  writes  one  of  the  best  histories 
of  the  American  Revolution  I  have  ever  read, 
ascribes  the  origin  and  establishment  of  our  Gov- 
ernment to  the  ;ycM^tar/«/iaYy  o/o»<r  *i/ua^uwj.  He 
says,  that  every  man  in  America  was  a  landholder ; 
that,  while  blessed  with  health  and  strength,  with 
genial  showers  and  a  warm  sun,  he  could  sustain 
Himself  in  comfort  and  independence;  he  could 
live  by  his  own  exertions;  he  could  subsist  by  the 
sweat  of  his  brow :  that  he  was,  therefore,  equal 


with,  and  independent  of.  all  others.  This  remark 
was  correct  and  philosophical.  In  the  application 
of  it,  we  may  assert,  without  hazard,  that  what 
led  to  the  establishment  of  the  Government,  is 
e<jually  necessary  to  its  continuance.  Could  the 
poor  starved  manufacturer  of  England  feel  that 
lofty  independent  spirit  in  respect  to  his  employer, 
which  every  man  in  this  country  can  feel,  in  re- 
spect to  all  the  rest  of  his  fellow-citizens  ?  No  ; 
he  could  not.  Any  measure,  therefore,  of  our 
Government,  which  tends  to  derange  those  cir- 
cumstances, or  to  impair  that  peculiar  felicity  of 
situation  which  led  to  its  establishment,  must  so 
far  jeopardize  its  continuance.  A  concentration 
of  landed  property,  in  the  hands  of  a  few,  must 
endangertheexistenceofthe  Government,  because, 
according  to  the  principle  assumed,  a  difl'usion  of 
that  property  was  the  circumstance  which  first  led 
to  its  establishment.  I  will  not  say,  sir,  that  any 
one  circumstance,  or  that  any  particular  combi- 
nation of  circumstances,  exclusively,  conduced 
to  the  establishment  of  the  Government:  but  I 
will  say,  that  the  circumstance  alluded  to  by  the 
historian,  of  the  landed  property  in  this  country 
being  generally  difi'used  among  the  people,  was 
one  which  prominently  tended  to  that  result.  Had 
not  this  been  our  condition,  it  would  have  been 
impossible  to  institute  a  Government  like  ours, 
founded  upon  the  broad  ba>i5  of  equal  rights.  In- 
asmuch, therefore,  as  the  manufacturing  project 
tends  to  disturb  that  difl'usion  of  property,  and 
consequently  to  impair  that  principle  of  independ- 
ence and  etjuality  natural  to  our  people  in  their 
present  condition,  I,  for  one,  should  be  disposed  to 
give  it  a  decided  negative. 

Not  only  so,  but  the  project  would  have  ano- 
ther eff'ect  highly  pernicious.  It  will  tend  to  de- 
stroy the  health  and  strength  of  those  engaged  in 
manufacturing  establishments,  and  impair  the 
physical  capacity  of  the  people  for  the  great  ob- 
jects of  self-defence.  The  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia had  limited  his  remarks,  when  he  came  to 
speak  on  this  point,  and  it  is  not  my  purpose  to 
transgress  the  rule  which  he  prescribed  to  him- 
self, further  than  to  notice  a  remark  made  by  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  who  stated  it  was 
necessary  to  adopt  this  bill,  to  correct  and  restrain 
that  spirit  which  seemed  to  be  growing  up  in  the 
country.  He  admitted,  with  the  gentleman,  that 
a  military  spirit  was  dangerous  in  its  consequen- 
ces, and  ought  to  be  restrained.  But  the  plan  of 
the  gentleman  would  have  an  eff'ect  the  reverse  of 
that  which  he  desires.  No  one  can  doubt  that,  of 
all  pursuits,  agriculture  is  the  most  congenial  to 
the  nature  of  man,  and  best  adapted  to  preserve 
his  health  and  happiness.  It  also  predisposes  him 
to  peace:  but,  if  war  becomes  necessary,  it  qual- 
ifies him  to  prosecute  it  with  vigor  and  eff'ect.  If, 
sir,  you  want  a  people  "swifter  than  eagles  and 
stronger  than  lions,"  will  you  go  to  the  fields  of 
the  agriculturist  or  the  shops  of  the  manufacturer  ? 
Certainly  they  must  be  looked  for  fti  the  former, 
rather  than  in  the  latter,  situation.  He  would  not 
be  understood  as  applying  these  remarks  to  our 
present  condition.  v\  e  are  not  yet  sufficiently- 
advanced  in  the  business  to  have  become  the  sub- 
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ject  of  all  the  pernicious  consequences  flowing  from 
the  system.  But,  if  the  efl"ects  are  pernicious  at 
any  lime,  we  should  not  now  begin  a  work  whi'^Ii 
we  may  hereafter  wish  we  had  never  commenced. 
That  evils  of  the  kind  he  had  noticed  would  en- 
sue, the  history  of  England,  indeed  of  all  other 
manufacturing  countries,  would  most  amply  prove. 

Great  diversity  of  opinion  exists  as  to  the  efl'ects 
this  measure  will  have  upon  the  revenue.  Any 
opinion  on  this  subject  must  be  in  a  considerable 
degree  conjectural.  Some  gentlemen  think  the 
smallest  increase  of  duties  will  impair  the  reve- 
nue, while  others  say  an  addition  of  thirty  or  forty 
per  cent,  will  not  prove  injurious.  Experience 
alone  can  determine  the  point,  and  of  experience 
we  have  not  as  yet  the  benefit  or  advantage.  But 
if  this  bill  afl'ords  to  the  manufacturers  the  relief 
which  they  expect,  it  is  evident  it  must  do  so  by 
lessening  the  amount  of  imported  goods.  If  the 
amount  of  imports  be  lessened,  it  is  fair  to  pre- 
sume the  revenue  will  be  diminished,  and  then  a 
resort  to  internal  taxes  becomes  necessary  to  sup- 
ply the  deficiency.  At  this  time  it  is  the  peculiar 
privilege — the  great  boast  of  the  American  peo- 
ple— that  they  are  not  directly  taxed;  that  the 
Government  sustains  them,  like  the  air  in  which 
they  live,  without  their  feeling  it.  No  one  is  ob- 
liged to  jKiy  any  part  of  the  revenue  which  Gov- 
ernment annually  receives,  or,  if  he  chooses  to  do 
it,  he  himself  assesses  the  amount  of  his  contri- 
bution. In  all  this,  he  acts  spontaneously — he  is 
under  no  restraint  or  coercion  whatever.  But  he 
would  not  be  equally  free  if  a  direct  tax  should 
be  imposed  upon  him.  Under  this  system,  whe- 
ther he  was  willing  or  not,  he  would  be  obliged 
to  pay.  If  the  seasons  had  been  adverse;  if  his 
crops  had  failed  ;  if  all  his  means  of  contribution 
to  Government  had  been  entirely  cut  off", — still  he 
would  be  obliged  to  pay ;  and  (if  he  did  not  do  it 
voluntarily)  his  property  would  be  sacrificed  at  a 
sherifl"or  marshal's  sale.  The  coercion  or  restraint 
in  the  one  case,  and  the  perfect  freedom  in  the 
other,  ought,  Mr.  W.  apprehended,  to  leave  no 
doubt  in  the  minds  of  gentlemen  as  to  the  course 
which  should  be  taken.  No  measure  should  be 
adopted  which  can  possibly  interfere  with  our 
present  system  of  revenue.  The  debts  of  the  na- 
tion must  be  paid,  and  our  present  system  afl'ords 
us  the  means  of  doing  it  with  ease  and  conveni- 
ence to  the  people ;  whereas,  if  we  destroy  it,  the 
people  will  be  subjected  to  taxes  alike  vexatious 
to  them  and  perplexing  to  the  Government. 

The  injurious  efl^eci  which  the  passage  of  the 
bill  would  have  upon  the  Navy  should  be  noticed. 
The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  had  urged  that 
it  would  have  no  eflect;  and,  in  proof  of  it,  had 
called  our  attention  to  one  of  the  ports  in  Rhode 
Island,  the  tonnage  of  which  had  not  been  dimin- 
ished by  the  increase  of  manufactures  in  that  vi- 
cinity. But,  admitting  the  fact  to  be  as  stated  by 
the  gentleman,  he  (Mr.  W.)  contended  it  would 
not  avail  him  in  the  argument,  because  mere  ex- 
ceptions prove  nothing.  All  must  agree  that  man- 
ufactures are  of  less  bulk  than  raw  materials; 
and  if  our  vessels  are  hereafter  to  be  employed  in 
the  transportation  of  the  former,  it  follows  most 


conclusively  that  fewer  ships  will  be  wanted  for 
that  purpose,  than  if  they  were  engaged  in  convey- 
ing the  raw  materials.  In  this  view  of  the  case, 
then,  without  adverting  to  any  injury  which  is 
done  to  the  revenue,  it  must  be  conceded  that  the 
navigation  will  be  diminished;  and,  of  course, 
the  naval  strength  of  the  country  will  be  propor- 
tionably  wealiened.  Now,  I  ask  if  we  should,  on 
any  consideration,  agree  to  this?.  The  Navy  has 
been  emphatically  termed  the  strong  arm  of  the 
nation.  The  late  war  had  proved  its  efficacy. 
You,  Mr.  Chairman,  and  every  other  man  in  the 
nation,  will  long  remember  the  feelings  inspired 
by  our  triumphs  upon  the  sea.  You  will  not 
forget  that  the  melancholy  news  of  the  surren- 
der of  Hull  was  more  than  counterbalanced  by  the 
glad  tidings  of  the  victory  of  another  Hull.  Shall 
all  the  honor  we  have  acquired,  and  all  the  bril- 
liant prosperity  before  us,  be  sacrificed  to  an  un- 
reasonable thirst  for  gain  in  a  few  citizens  ?  I  hope 
not.  On  the  contrary,  let  the  commerce  of  the  coun- 
try pursue  its  accustomed  channels  ;  let  each  one 
depend  on  his  own  exertions ;  let  him  be  industri- 
ous, and  content  with  ordinary  profits  in  his  busi- 
ness ;  let  him  not  ask  others  to  tax  themselves 
exclusively  for  his  benefit. 

The  project  for  establishing  manufactures  is 
premature.  Our  country  is  too  new  to  commence 
and  prosecute  such  business  with  advantage.  In 
the  Northern  and  Eastern  Stales,  where  protection 
is  most  loudly  called  for,  the  people  might  be  more 
profitably  employed  in  other  pursuits.  The  pro- 
tection now  afl'orded  to  them  amounts  to  an  aver- 
age of  40  per  cent.,  and  yet  they  call  for  more. 
Does  not  this  prove  that  labor,  in  any  other  busi- 
ness, would  be  at  least  40  per  cent,  more  valu- 
able to  them  than  if  employed  in  manufacturing 
establishments?  Every  business  should  be  free; 
coercion  and  restraint  upon  one,  with  the  view  to 
afl'ord  legal  aid  or  encouragement  to  another,  gives 
to  society  an  unnatural  and  artificial  state  of  exist- 
ence which  necessarily  tends  to  the  injury  of  all.  If 
we  esieem  the  freedom  of  our  institutions;  if  we  val- 
ue the  equality  of  our  people,  we  should  not  adopt 
a  policy  calculated  to  impair  the  one,  or  disturb 
the  other.  In  conclusion,  Mr.  W.  remarked,  that 
he  should  not  go  into  the  details  of  the  bill.  That 
part  of  the  subject  had  been  so  fully  discus^ed  as 
to  supersede  the  necessity  of  consuming  any  more 
lime  in  relation  to  it.  He  should,  therefore,  con- 
clude, by  again  expressing  a  hope  that  this  mea- 
sure, so  replete,  as  he  believed,  with  fatal  conse- 
quences, would  not  be  adopted. 

When  Mr.  W.  concluded — 

Mr.  Strong  rose  and  said,  that,  at  this  protracted 
period  of  the  debate,  and  after  the  Committee  had 
so  long  and  so  patiently  listened  to  the  eloquence, 
argument,  and  wit,  which  the  various  and  inter- 
esting topics  connected  with  the  bill  under  consid- 
eration had  called  forth,  he  could  not  claim  much 
of  their  attention  to  the  humble  efiforts  which  he 
felt  it  his  duty  to  make.  He,  however,  hoped  to 
be  gratified  with  the  kind  indulgence  of  the  Com- 
mittee, while  he  submitted  to  their  better  judgment 
some  of  the  reasons  which  had  induced  him  to  ad- 
vocate the  principles  and  policy  of  the  bill. 


2119 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


2120 


2121 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


2122 


H.  OP  R. 


The  Tarif  Bill. 


April,  1824. 


h  ; 


{ 

■  F 


1 

!i 


i 


April,  1824. 


|. 


As  this  occasion,  said  Mr.  S.,  has  been  taken  by 
those  who  have  immediately  preceded  me,  to  dis- 
cuss the  merits  of  the  bill,  the  Committee,  I  trust, 
will  pardon  me,  if  I  pursue  the  same  course.  But, 
in  doing  so,  I  shall  purposely  avoid  touching  upon 
any  matters  which  have  been  discussed  durmg  the 
progress  of  this  debate. 

Our  condition,  Mr.  Chairman,  as  a  nation,  is 
peculiar.  We  depend  almost  wholly  upon  the 
production  of  raw  materials,  and  upon  the  sale 
or  exchange  of  these  raw  materials,  in  a  foreign 
market,  for  our  commercial  prosperity.  There  is 
well  grounded  fear  that  the  foreign  market  for 
these  articles  will  fail  us.  Suppose  it  should  fail, 
what  is  the  alternative  ?  Is  it  not  either  the  aban- 
donment of  foreign  commerce,  in  American  ships, 
or  the  establishment  of  American  manufactures? 
If  we  intend  that  this  commerce  shall  go  on,  must 
we  not  provide  the  means  of  carrying  it  on  ?  And 
what  are  these  means  7  Articles  adapted  to  the 
markets  in  which  they  are  to  be  offered  for  sale. 
The  raw  material  must  change  its  form,  as  the 
wants  of  the  purchastr  change.  This  can  only  be 
done  by  the  interposition  of  manufacturing  skill. 
Now,  as  the  earliest  efforts  of  art  and  skill  are 
rude,  and  as  manufactures  do  not  spring  into  per- 
fection spontaneously,  thev  need,  and  must  receive, 
the  fostering  care  of  the  (jrovernment. 

Many  of  the  honorable  gentlemen  who  are  op- 
posed to  this  measure,  profess  (and  I  am  bound  to 
believe  them  sincere,)  to  be  friendly  to  the  manu- 
facturing interest,  while  their  arguments  prove,  if 
they  prove  any  thing,  that  commerce  ought  to  be 
unrestrained,  and  left  free  as  the  air  we  breathe. 
Now,  as  the  protection  sought  can  be  attained 
only  by  imposing  terms  upon  the  admission  of 
the  foreign  fabric,  how  is  the  free  admission  of  the 
foreign  to  protect  the  American  fabric  ?  Thus, 
their  professions  and  arguments  seem  to  contradict 
each  other.  While  the  former  would  relieve,  the 
latter  go  to  ruin  the  American  manufacturer. 

But  it  has  been  urged  upon  the  Committee,  and 
with  no  small  degree  of  force,  that,  if  this  measure 
be  adopted,  agriculture,  commerce,  and  naviga- 
tion, will  be  injured,  and,  pcradventure,  ruined. 
Indeed  !  Why,  sir,  if  we  are  to  believe  the  testi- 
mony delivered  within  this  Hall,  all  these  great 
interests  are  now  on  the  verge  of  ruin.  They  are, 
in  truth,  grievously  depressed,  but  not  yet  on  the 
brink  of  the  precipice;  though,  in  all  human  pro- 
bability, they  will  be  there  soon,  if  not  relieved  ; 
and,  it  once  there,  it  may  be  too  late  to  relieve 
them.  This  subject  is  peculiarly  interesting  to 
me.  The  great  national  interests  of  agriculture, 
commerce,  and  manufactures,  have  taken  deep 
root  in  the  State  of  New  York.  Her  interests, 
therefore,  are  emphatically  and  necessarily  na- 
tional interests.  They  are  identified  with  her 
•  prosperity.  The  integrity  of  the  States  is  not 
more  closely  bound  up  in  the  Federal  sovereignty, 
than  these  interests  are  intimately  interwoven  with 
the  vitality  of  her  existence.  Thus,  I  would  not, 
indeed  I  could  not,  knowingly,  advocate  any  mea- 
sure which  would  injure  or  impair  them. 

What,  sir,  does  the  bill  propose  ?     What  are  its 
great  objects?     To   provide  revenue — encourage 


domestic  manufactures,  and  furnish  the  means  of 
national  defence.^  These  are  the  objects,  and  I 
suppose  no  one  denies  their  importance.  We  differ 
only  in  the  mode  of  attaining  them.  Industry  is 
the  source  of  national  greatness.  Yes,  sir,  honest, 
productive  industry,  is  the  fountain  whence  are 
drawn  the  strength,  wealth,  and  power  of  a  na- 
tion. Should  the  bill  become  a  law,  will  it,  in  its 
operation,  diminish  the  aggregate  amount  of  the 
national  industry?  Far  from  it.  Its  policy  is. 
and,  if  am  not  utterly  deceived,  its  operation  will 
be,  by  protecting  manufacturing  skill,  and  creating 
a  steady  home  market,  to  give  continued  and  pro- 
ductive employment  to  the  greatest  number  of 
hands,  and  thereby  to  render  us  independent  of 
foreigners  for  many  of  the  commonest  necessaries 
of  life,  and  the  essential  means  of  defence. 

A  great  variety  of  objections  have  been  urged 
against  this  bill.  Were  I  capable  of  answering,  I 
should  not  attempt  to  answer  them  all.  The 
Committee,  I  hope,  will  indulge  me  while  I  briefly 
notice  some  of  them.  The  assertion  has  been 
made,  repeatedly,  that  it  will  directly  prohibit  the 
importation  of  many  foreign  articles,  which  are 
now  brought  into  the  country  in  considerable 
quantities.  And  not  a  few  of  the  arguments 
against  it  have  been  built  upon  this  assertion.  It 
is  easier  to  assert  than  to  prove  what  is  asserted. 
I  call  upon  gentlemen  for  the  proof,  I  ask  them 
to  point  out  the  article,  the  proposed  duty  unoa 
which  amounts,  of  itself,  to  a  prohibition.  No, 
sir,  there  is  no  prohibition  in  terms — it  is  in  ten- 
dency only  ;  and  no  article  of  foreign  manufac- 
ture will  be  excluded  until  its  place  shall  be  sup- 
plied at  a  better  and  cheaper  rate  by  the  domestic 
manufacture. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  P.  P.  Bar- 
bour,) whose  argument  was  marked  with  tem- 
perance and  ability,  told  the  Committee  that,  from 
the  force  of  circumstances  and  the  nature  of 
things,  the  Northern  States  enjoyed  the  advan- 
tage of  a  large  capital,  dense  population,  and  free 
labor;  while  the  Southern  States  experienced  the 
disadvantage  of  a  deficient  capital,  sparse  popula- 
tion, and  slave  labor;  and  that,  consequently,  the 
operation  of  the  bill  would  be  unequal,  unjust,  and 
burdensome.  If  this  objection  be  good,  then  it  is 
conclusive  against  any  tariff,  and  all  legislation 
upon  this  subject  must,  of  necessity,  be  wrong. 
But,  is  it  so?  Has  it  come  to  this?  Does  the 
free  labor  of  the  nation  call  for  relief;  and  is  no 
relief  to  be  granted  because  God  and  nature,  or  the 
industry  of  man,  may  have  made  a  difference  in 
the  moral  and  physical  condition  of  the  several 
parts  of  the  Union  ?  Is  one  portion  of  our  com- 
mon country  oppressed,  and  shall  not  the  other 
bear  its  share  of  the  common  burden  7  What 
interests  are  to  be  consulted  but  those  of  the 
Union  ?  There  doubtless  is  inequality  in  the  con- 
dition of  the  States.  It  is  found  in  the  different 
kinds  and  quantity  of  their  agricultural  products, 
and  in  the  diversi6ed  habits  and  pursuits  of  their 
citizens.  And  of  all  the  subjects  which  require 
the  interference  of  the  National  Legislature,  per- 
haps no  one  than  this  demands  a  larger  compro- 
mise of  feelings,  opinions,  and  interests.     Cotton, 
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sugar,  rice,  and  tobacco,  the  great  staples  of  the 
Southern  States,  are  not,  and  the  three  first  can- 
not be  produced  in  the  Northern  and  Eastern 
States.  In  the  latter  are  many  productions  of 
prime  necessity,  the  rewards  of  labor  and  skill, 
which  are  not  produced  in  the  former.  Now,  it 
is  hardly  to  be  expected  that  any  tariff  can  be  so 
nicely  adjusted  as  to  operate  equally  upon  all  the 
contlicting  interests,  in  every  climate,  throughout 
this  vast  Confederacy.  The  duty  of  ten  cents  a 
pound  on  manufactured  tobacco,  amounts  nearly 
to  a  total  exclusion  of  the  fine  tobacco  of  the 
West  Indies  and  Mexico  from  the  Northtrn  mar- 
kets. The  duly  of  three  cents  a  pound  on  brown 
sugar,  is  a  direct  bounty  to  the  Southern  planter; 
both  because  the  article  meets  with  little  or  no 
competition,  and  because  its  production  does  not, 
/ind  probably  never  can,  supply  ihe  domestic  con- 
sumption. The  duly  also  or  three  cents  a  pound 
on  raw  cotton  must  be  taken  as  a  protecting,  if 
not  a  prohibitory  duty.  VVhat  other  reason  can 
be  given  for  laying  or  continuing  it  in  the  existing 
law?  But  this  is  not  all.  The  proposed  duty 
on  cotton  and  woollen  goods  will  affect  the  North 
more  than  the  South,  upon  the  supposition  that  the 
market  price  of  these  goods  will  be  enhanced  in 
proportion  to  the  increase  of  the  duty.  The  negro 
clothing,  for  example,  required  for  the  annual 
consumption  of  the  slaves  of  the  South  and  West, 
bears  a  small  proportion  to  the  amount  of  woollen 
goods,  which  will  be  annually  consumed  by  the 
hardy  freemen  of  the  North  and  East.  The  j)eo- 
ple  of  the  Northern  and  Eastern  States,  in  pro- 
portion to  their  numbers,  contribute  much  more 
largely  to  the  public  Treasury  than  those  of  the 
South,  because  they  consume  a  much  greater 
value  of  dutiable  articles.  The  reason  of  this  is 
to  be  found  in  the  difference  of  climate  and  habits. 
But  the  small  addition  of  price,  which  the  aug- 
mented duty  may  l>e  supposed  to  give,  will  be 
temporary.  It  cannot  be  permanent.  Competi- 
tion and  supply  will  soon  reduce  the  price  of  the 
domestic  manufactured  article  btlow  the  present 
price  of  the  foreign  articles.  The  existing  low 
prices  of  our  domestic  cotton  fabrics  will  afford 
conclusive  evidence  of  this  result. 

The  honorable  gentleman  (Mr.  Barbour)  fur- 
ther insisted  that  the  power  to  lay  and  collect 
taxes,  duties,  and  imports,  was  granted  with  a 
sole  view  to  revenue;  and  that  any  application  of 
the  power  to  protect  domestic  industry,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  revenue,  would  be  a  violation  of  the 
spirit  of  the  Constitution.  Sir,  the  power  of  Con- 
gress "  to  regulate  commerce  with  foreign  na- 
tions," is  absolute.  Did  the  proposed  exercise 
of  any  power  which  Congress  may  possess,  go  to 
destroy  the  subject-matter,  that  is,  the  particular 
kind  of  article,  upon  which  the  taxing  power  is 
to  operate,  the  objection  would  be  valid.  This, 
however,  can  seldom  or  never  be  the  case.  It  can 
happen  only  when  the  im[)ortation  of  the  foreign 
article  is  prohibited,  and  the  domestic  production 
of  a  similar  article  forbidden.  But  if  the  power 
of  laying  duties,  to  which  the  gentleman  relerred, 
respects  revenue  alone,  whence  the  discrimination 
in  the  existing  tariff?     Why  is  the  duty  on  manu- 


factured tobacco,  for  example,  so  high  as  almost 
entirely  to  exclude  the  foreign  product  ?  Where- 
fore are  other  articles,  the  productions  of  foreign 
countries,  as  dye-woods,  lor  instance,  admitted 
duly  free  7  If  it  be  not  for  the  purpose  of  encour- 
aging manufactures  and  protecting  the  national 
industry,  what  i.v  it  for?  Why  has  the  revenue, 
which  might  have  been  derived  from  a  duty  on 
these  articles,  been  sacrificed  ?  But,  sir,  should 
the  good  people  of  the  United  States  resort  to 
direct  taxation,  as  the  only  means  of  raising  a 
revenue  for  the  support  of  the  Government,  what 
then  ?  Are  our  ports  to  be  opened,  and  our  cus- 
tom-houses shut?  Are  foreign  productions,  of 
every  kind,  whether  raw  or  manufactured,  to  be 
admitted  duty  free?  Sir,  foreigners  are  wont  to 
look  to  their  own  interest  more  than  to  ours.  Sup- 
pose they  should  conspire  to  keep  our  markets 
glutted  with  tobacco  or  breadstuffs,  for  the  purpose 
of  breaking  down  the  growers  of  these  articles :  is 
there  no  power  in  this  Government  to  secure  to 
the  planter  or  farmer  the  only  occupation  upon 
which  his  subsistence  depends  ?  This  power  pri- 
marily regards  the  industry,  interest,  and  safety  of 
the  people.  As  it  respects  foreign  fabrics,  the 
question  is  one  of  admission  only ;  it  is,  whether 
they  shall  be  admitted  upon  any,  and  upon  what, 
terms  ?  These  terras  are  indicated  in  every  exer- 
cise of  power.  It  i.s,  perhaps,  the  only  one  which, 
while  it  permits  trade  and  intercourse,  stands  as  a 
barrier  between  American  industry,  and  the  action, 
arts,  and  arms,  of  its  enemies. 

Another  objection  to  the  bill  is,  that  it  will  di- 
minish the  revenue.  This  has  been  pressed  upon 
the  Committee  with  great  earnestness.  It  may, 
but  I  think  it  will  not,  have  this  effect.  It  is  dif- 
ficult, indeed  impossible,  to  ascertain  what  its  pre- 
cise effect  will  be  upon  the  revenue.  There  are 
however,  some  considerations  which  go  to  war- 
rant the  belief  that  the  revenue  derived  from  im- 
posts will  not  be  diminished.  The  annual 
increase  of  our  population  is  nearly  half  a  mil- 
lion. There  is  an  augmented  consumption 
of  articles  x)f  mere  luxury.  They  are  the  trib- 
ute which  the  rich  and  proud  pay  to  pomp 
and  fashion.  These  are  the  delicate  and  costly 
fabrics  of  wool,  cotton,  flax,  and  silk.  Of  these, 
we  manufacture  comparatively  none,  and  probably 
shall  not  for  a  long  time  to  come.  But,  of  the 
coarse  woollen,  cotton,  and  linen  goods,  which 
compose  so  great  a  part  of  the  common  necessa- 
ries of  life,  we  do  manufacture  a  large  amount. 
The  difference  between  the  gross  value  of  the  finer 
and  coarser  sorts  of  foreign  fabrics,  which  are  im- 
ported and  consumed  by  us,  is  considerable;  and 
that  difference  is  in  favor  of  the  finer  and  most 
expensive  manufactures.  The  consumptioa  of 
the  coarse  foreign  article  gradually  diminishes, 
and  will  continue  to  diminish,  as  the  domestic  ar- 
ticle supplies  its  place.  Not  so  of  the  articles 
which  we  do  not  manufacture.  It  is,  therefore, 
not  unfair  to  presume  that  the  consumption  of 
luxuries  of  foreign  production  will  increase  with 
our  increasing  population  and  wealth  j  and  that 
the  augmented  duties  upon  the  luxuries  of  life  will, 
at  least,  make  up  the  loss  which  the  revenue  may 
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sustain  from  the  diminished  importation  of  the 
common  necessaries  of  life.  These  observations 
are  made  chiefly  in  reference  to  articles  of  dress. 
The  same  course  of  reasoning,  however,  may  be 
applied,  and  with  greater  force,  to  the  articles 
of  tea,  coffee,  and  spices,  which  our  country  does 
not  produce,  as  well  as  to  those  of  sugar,  molasses, 
and  spirits  from  the  cane — the  domestic  produc- 
tion of  which  forms,  and  from  the  nature  of  our 
climate  must  always  form,  an  inconsiderable  part 
of  the  annual  domestic  demand. 

Having  mentioned  the  subject  of  molasses,  per- 
mit me,  sir,  to  make  a  few  remarks  in  relation  to 
the  proposed  increase  of  duty  upon  it,  from  five  to 
ten  cents  per  gallon.  I  am  against  this  increase. 
I  think  the  existing  duty  high  enough.  A  large 
class  of  our  citizens,  who  are  frugal  and  industri- 
ous, but  comparatively  poor,  are  compelled  to  use 
it  instead  of  sugar.  They  can  buy  this,  because 
it  costs  less,  and  is  more  nutritious  than  sugar. 
It  composes  with  them  a  portion  of  the  common 
sustenance  of  life.  Why,  then,  impose  a  much 
higher  duty  on  this,  than  on  any  other  article 
which  makes  up  a  part  of  our  daily  subsistence  ? 
Why  strike  this  blow,  though  never  so  slight,  at 
the  navigation  of  the  country,  by  suddenly  dimin- 
ishing, perhaps  excluding,  the  importation  of  a 
bulky  article,  an  article  of  food — and  an  article 
of  which  the  domestic  supply  does  not,  and  never 
can,  equal  the  demand  1  But  what  is  our  obvious 
policy  with  respect  to  the  West  India  trade  ?  Is 
It  not  to  facilitate,  cherish,  and  protect  it  ?  Our 
products  sent  to  the  West  Indies  are  mostly  such 
as  no  other  people  will  take  of  us  at  any  price. 
Their  products  are  such  as  we  want — most  of| 
them  such  as  we  must  have — and  some  of  them  ' 
such  as  our  soil  and  climate  will  not  produce.  If 
I  am  right,  the  agricultural  interest  of  the  country 
will  be  promoted  by  encouraging,  not  by  destroy- 
ing, that  trade. 

If  then,  sir,  the  intrinsic  difficulties  of  forming 
a  tariff  are  not  insurmountable — and  if  neither  the 
letter  nor  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution  will  be  vio- 
lated, nor   the  public  revenue  destroyed  in  the 
attempt,  we  may  inquire  into  the  condition  and 
wants  of  the  country,  and  ascertain  what  can  be 
done  to  belter  the  one  and  relieve  the  other.     One 
truth  is  clear — if  our  liberties  are  worth  possessing, 
they  are  worth  defending.     But  how  are  we  to 
defend  them  ?     Shall  it  be  by  depending  upon  the 
industry  of  others,  or  upon  our  own?     Shall  we 
rest  the  prosperity  and  independence  of  the  nation 
upon  the  will  and  caprice  of  foreigners,  or  upon 
our  own  competent  and  exhaustless  resources  ?     I 
speak  not  of  men  or  morals.     The  resources  to 
which  I  allude  are  the  great  staple  productions  of 
our  common  country.    They  are  breadstuffs,  wool, 
cotton,  flax,  hemp,  iron, — and  the  enterprise,  abil- 
ity, and  readiness  of  our  citizens  to  fashion  them 
for  use,  for  comfort,  for  defence.      England  and 
France  have  the  advantage  of  us  in  skill.     But  it 
should  be  marked  and  remembered,  that  neither 
England,  nor  France,  nor  any  other  State  in  Eu- 
rope, produces  all  these  raw  materials.     And  the 
fact  should  not  be  forgotten,  that  of  these,  we  pro- 
duce all — while,  of  some  of  them,  they  buy  all. 


Is  it  then  longer  to  be  tolerated,  that  a  nation,, 
like  ours,  standing  as  a  citadel,  encompassed  and 
watched  by  the  enemies  of  freedom,  should  go  to 
foreign  workshops  for  her  coats  and  blankets — for 
her  swords  and  bucklers?  No.  The  materials^ 
of  which  they  are  made,  are  produced  at  home — 
and  they  should  be  wrought  at  home.  Sir,  but 
for  the  manufactures  of  w^ool,  cotton,  hemp,  and 
iron,  our  domestic  comforts  would  be  gone,  and 
the  nation,  with  all  her  freedom,  could  not  with- 
stand the  shock  of  war  a  day,  an  hour.  Protect 
the  industry  of  the  nation,  and  it,  in  turn,  will 
furnish  the  means  of  comfort  and  defence. 

The  distresses  of  the  country  have  been  well 
portrayed  by  others.  It  is  admitted,  on  all  hands, 
that  the  agricultural,  commercial,  and  manufac- 
turing interests,  are  in  a  depressed  condition — and 
that  they  all  want  relief.  One  word  in  relation 
to  the  character  of  these  interests,  which  thus  di- 
vide the  labor,  and  occupy  the  time,  of  most  civi- 
lized nations.  The  agricultural  interest  (and  it  is 
the  mother  interest  of  this  country)  produces  the 
raw  material — the  manufacturing  gives  it  a  new 
form  and  value,  and  the  commercial  distributes 
the  product  of  the  labors  of  both.  The  distribu- 
tion and  price  of  the  commodity  depend  upon  ac- 
cidental causes,  often  beyond  the  control  or  fore- 
sight of  the  commercial  agent.  And  these  causes 
are  to  be  found  in  the  ever  varying  wants  of  man. 
The  operations  of  commerce  result  in  the  exchange 
of  equivalents,  the  price  of  which  is  estimated  at 
the  place  of  exchange,  and  the  value  to  the  hold- 
ers at  the  places  where  they  are  to  be  consumed, 
or  re-exchanged.  But  this  consumption,  or  re-ex- 
change, depends  entirely  upon  the  wants  of  the 
consumer.  Hence,  no  man  will  exchange  one 
commodity  for  another,  when  he  has  an  adequate 
suppy  of  that  commodity.  If,  for  example,  he  has 
breadstuff' enough,  he  will  not  buy  or  take  yours  ; 
and  so  of  every  other  article.  What  is  true  of  an 
individual,  in  this  respect,  is  true  of  nations.  One 
nation  cannot  sell  more  to  another  than  that  other 
will  buy.  A  prudent  nation  will  not  buy  more 
than  it  wants.  And  no  nation  will  buy  what  it 
does  not  want.  For  the  truth  of  these  remarks,  I 
appeal  to  the  intelligence  of  the  Committee,  and 
to  the  condition  and  commercial  experience  of  the 
country. 

Hitherto,  sir,  nearly  all  the  enterprise  and  in- 
dustry of  the  country  have  been  devoted  to  asri- 
culture  and  commerce.  As  a  nation,  we  have 
relied,  for  wealth  and  prosperity,  almost  exclu- 
sively upon  the  production  and  sale  of  raw  ma- 
terials— that  is,  upon  the  surplus  product  of  agri- 
cultural labor.  This  surplus,  as  well  as  the  means 
of  subsistence,  has  been  drawn,  with  some  trifling 
exceptions,  from  the  forest,  the  land,  and  the  sea. 
As  the  farmer,  who  has  no  other  occupation,  de- 
pends absolutely  upon  the  production  of  grain;  or 
the  planter,  upon  the  production  of  cotton,  for 
comfort,  subsistence,  and  the  reward  of  labor ;  so 
has  the  nation  depended,  and  so  does  she  now  de- 
pend, upon  the  sale  or  exchange,  in  foreign  mar- 
kets, of  the  aggregate  surplus  products  of  her 
citizens.  When  these  raw  products  cease  to  be 
wanted,  or  taken  abroad,  foreign  trade  ceases.    It 
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must  then  cease.     For,  if  we  rely  upon  the  prod-    total  tonnage  of  the  United  Slates  in  the  merchant 


ucts  of  agricultural  labor  with  which  to  buy  the 
foreign  fabric,  and  the  foreigner  will  not  take  of 
us  these  products,  we  cannot  buy — and  for  the 
plainest  ot  all  reasons,  we  cannot  pay.  In  pro- 
portion as  this  aliment  of  foreign  commerce  fails, 
our  navigation  engaged  in  that  commerce  fails 
with  it. 

Let  us  now  examine  into  the  former  and  pres- 
ent condition  of  that  part  of  our  trade,  which  con- 
sists in  the  exportation  of  the  domestic  products  of 
the  country.  I  shall  not  go  into  any  inquiry  in 
relation  to  the  re-exportation  of  foreign  products; 
because  it  is  apparent  that  this  trade  may  be  car- 
ried on  to  a  considerable  extent  upon  credit,  and 
because  the  inquiry,  in  any  jKiinl  of  view,  is  not 
material  to  the  argument. 

The  value  of  our  exports  of  domestic  produce, 
compared  with  our  population  in  1800,  averaged 
eight  dollars  and  a  fraction  to  each  inhabitant;  in 
1810,  six  dollars;  in  1820,  five  dollars;  and  in 
1823,  about  four  dollars,  omitting  the  fractions. 
Thus,  though  our  population  within  this  period 
has  doubled,  and  our  means  and  ability  of  pro- 
duction more  than  doubled,  yet  the  value  of  our 
surplus  products  has  diminished.  Take  the  aver- 
age value  of  these  exports  for  the  three  years  end- 
ing on  the  30th  of  September,  1802,  1812,  and 

1822,  respectively,  and  you  will  arrive  at  the  same 
result.  But  there  is  another  view  of  it  which,  it 
seems  to  me,  must  remove  all  doubt.  The  aggre- 
gate value  of  these  exports  amounted,  in  18CK),  to 
$47,473,204;  in  1820,  to  Sol.683,640;  in  1821,  to 
S43,671,894;    in    1822,   to   .^19,874,079;   and    in 

1823,  to  §47.155,711.  Hence,  it  appears  that  the 
amount  of  exports  has  been  gradually  diminishing 
since  1620,  and  was  less  the  last  year  than  it  was 
in  1800  by  some  hundred  thousand  dollars.  The 
amount  of  raw  cotton  exported  in  1800  was  S5,- 
000,000,  as  near  as  can  be  ascertained.     In  1823, 

■  it  amounted  to  ^20,000,000.     In  the  last  year,  do 


service  was  one  million  four  hundred  and  twenty- 
four  thousand   seven   hundred   and   eighty-three 
tons;  and,  in  1822,  one  million  three  hundred  and 
twenty-four  thousand  six  hundred  and  ninety-nine 
tons.     The  result,  therefore,  is,  that,  since  1810, 
the  tonnage  employed  in  the  foreign  trade  has 
diminished  about  three  hundred  and  fifty-six  thous- 
and tons,  while  the  tonnage  employed  in  the  coast- 
ing trade  and  fisheries  has  increased  about  two 
hundred  and  thirty-one  thousand  tons,  and  the 
total  tonnage  has  decreased  something  more  than 
one  hundred  thousand  tons.     Since  1818,  how- 
ever, the  registered  tonnage  has  increased,  about 
twenty  thousand  tons.    Now,  the  argument  to  be 
drawn  from  the  actual  condition  of  our  foreign 
trade  and  tonnage  is  this,  that  the  quantity  of  raw 
materials  exported  during  the  last  year  was  much 
less  than  in  1810;  and  that  the  value  of  these  exports 
has  been  gradually  and  annually  diminishing,  not- 
withstanding the  quantity  of  agricultural  produce 
sent  abroad  during  the  past  year  or  two  has  some- 
what increased,  owing  to  the  increased  production 
of  raw  cotton.     What  is  the  cause  of  this  general 
and  fearful  depression  of  our  agriculture  and  com- 
merce?    Is.it   temporary   or   permanent?     The 
cause  probably  had  its  origin  in  our  embargo  and 
non-intercourse    acts.     Europe,   from    necessity, 
learned  a  lesson  which  she  has  not  yet  forgotten. 
Countries  which  used  to  look  to  us  lor  breadstuff, 
provisions,  and  munitions  of  war,  were  compelled 
to  produce  them  for  themselves,  or  procure  them 
from   others.      Most   of   them    now   do   produce 
enough  for  their  own  subsistence.     Their  policy 
in  this  respect  is  as  settled  and  permanent  as  ours. 
They  depend  no  more  upon  us  for  what  they  have 
thus  learned  to  produce  for  themselves,  than  we 
do  Bpon  them  for  our  corn,  or  cotton,  or  rice,  or 
tobacco.     Now,  as  it  is  the  surplus  product  of 
labor  only  which  can  sustain  the  commerce  and 
navigation  of  any  nation  ;  and  as  the  foreign  mar- 


mestic  manufactures,  of  all  kinds,  were  exported  ;  ket  for  the  products  of  our  labor,  consisting  almost 
to  the  value  of  near  §3,000,000.     The  total  value,    exclusively  of  raw  materials,  is  failing,  and  from 


therefore,  of  every  description  of  raw  material, 
exclusive  of  cotton,  wool,  and  articles  of  domestic 
manufacture,  exported  in  1823,  was  about  S18,- 
000,000  less  than  in  1800;  and  this  diminution 
has  fallen  almost  exclusively  upon  the  Middle, 
Northern,  and  Eastern  States.     The  cotton,  rice, 


causes  beyond  our  control,  how  can  our  commerce 
and  navigation  be  much  longer  sustained  without 
the  combined  efforts  of  agricultural  labor  and 
manufacturing  skill?  Sir,  it  is  in  vain  to  under- 
take to  fashion  the  purchaser  to  suit  the  article  j 
the  article  must  be  fashioned  to  suit  the  wants 


and  tobacco  of  the  South,  find  a  ready  market    and  taste  of  the  purchaser 

abroad,  while  the  products  of  the  North,  small  as  i      If  these  things  be  so,  what  then,  sir,  ought  we, 


they  have  come  to  be,  often  find  none, 

As  the  tonnage  of  the  nation  is  intimately  con- 
nected with  this  view  of  the  case,  so  it  has  an  im- 


as  a  prudent  nation,  to  do  ?  Encourage  and  pro- 
tect manufactures.  To  prosecute  them  success- 
fully requires  skill,  capital,  the  raw  material,  ma- 


portaut  bearing  upon  it.  The  amount  of  regis-  I  chinery,  and  labor.  Of  these,  except  the  first,  it 
lered  tonnage  employed  in  the  foreign  trade  in  I  seems  to  have  been  generally  admitted  that  we 
1810,  was  nine  hundred  and  eighty-four  thousand  I  have  enough.  But,  it  is  said,  we  are  deficient  in 
two  hundred  and  sixty-nine  tons;  in  1822,  six  |  skill.  There  is  truth  in  the  assertion.  We  have 
hundred  and  twenty-eight  thousand  one  hundred  i  already  much  skill,  but  we  want  more,  and  must 
and  fifty  tons  only.  During  this  period  there  was  have  it.  What  is  this  skill?  Is  it  valueless? 
no  material  variation  in  the  small  amount  of  for-  |  No,  sir;  it  has  positive  value.  I  do  not  mean,  as 
eign  tonnage  employed.  Our  tonnage  employed  \  some  seem  to  suppose,  that  this  value  is  the  differ- 
in  the  coasting  trade  amounted,  in  1810,  to  four  ence  between  the  cost  of  the  ore  of  which  that 
hundred  and  five  thousand  six  hundred  and  forty-  chandelier  is  made,  and  the  price  of  the  splendid 
SIX  tons;  and,  in  1822,  to  five  hundred  and  seven-  j  production.  It  is  the  abstract  value  of  which  I 
ly-three  thousand  and  eighty  tons.     In  1810,  the  '  speak.     It  is  that  rare  operation  of  the  head  and 
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band  which,  only,  can  impress  upon  rude  matter 
a  peculiar  form  and  beauty.     Now,  be  this  value 
what  it  may,  much  or  iittle,  it  is  national  pro- 
perty.    And  the  nation  that  has  it  is  just  so  much 
richer  than  the  nation  that  has  it  not.     My  friend 
from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Webster,)  has  attempt- 
ed (and  he  rarely  fails   in  what  he  attempts)  to 
prove  that  the  foreign  fabric  is  as  much  the  pro- 
duct  of  our   industry   as   if  fabricated    here.     I 
agree  with  him  that  commerce  is  the  exchange  of 
equivalents;  but  I  cannot  assent  to  the  conclusion 
to  which  the  proposition  would  seem  to  If  ad,  that 
while,  by  any  means,  we  can  pay  for  the  foreign 
fabric,  we  are  as  well  off  as  though  we  fabricated 
it  for  ourselves.     This  is  not  a  mere  question  of 
money — a  ledger  account  of  protii  and  loss.     It  is 
a   question   of   national    prosperity   and    power. 
What  is   the   distinguishing   difference   between 
civilized  and  savage  life?     Numbers  and  wealth 
can  never  compensate  the  want  of  skill,  or  arts, 
or  arms.     The  nation  destitute  of  these  can  re- 
ceive no  equivalent.     We  are   not   destitute  of 
them.     But  to  the  extent  to  which  we  consume 
foreign  fabrics,  we  pay  to  the  foreigner  the  value 
of  his  skill  and  dexterity  ;  which  value,  be  it  more 
or  less,  IS  so  much  gain  to  him,  and  so  much  loss 
to  us.     If,  therefore,  the  time  has  come,  and  I 
think  it  has,  when  the  products  of  our  agricultu- 
ral labor  begin  to  be  limited  to  the  quantity  ne- 
cessary for  mere  subsistence,  lest  the  surplus  per- 
ish on  hand  for  the  want  of  a  market  at  home  or 
abroad,  can  it  be  denied,  that  the  nation  wants 
manufacturing  skill  ?     And  can  it  be  proved  that 
the  nation  ought  not  to  encourage  and   protect 
manufactures? 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  P.  P.  Bar- 
bour) has  further  insisted  that  the  operation  of 
the  bill  now  under  consideration  will  in  no  way, 
increase  the  national  industry.     He  seems  to  have 
taken  it  for  granted  that  every  body  has  employ- 
ment enough.     Sir,  the  question  is  not  so  much 
whether  all  hands  are  now  employed,  as  whether 
they  cannot  be  more  productively  employed  ?   But 
if  we  believe  the  re^^resentatations  made  to  us  in 
relation  to  this  bill,  Irom  all  parts  of  the  country, 
both  from  friend  and  foe,  there  is  a  want  of  em- 

Eloyment.     How,  then,  can  the  greatest  number  of 
ands  be  the  most  productively  employed  ?     This 
is  the  problem  to  be  solved.     Production,  fabrica- 
tion, and  distribution,  are  the  great  divisions  and 
occupations  of  human  industry.     Can  all  be  em- 
ployed, in  agriculture,  in  the  production  of  raw 
materials;  or,  in  commerce,  in  the  distribution  of 
them?     No,  sir;  both  employ  a  greater  number 
of  hands  than  either  could  alone.     But  all  are  not 
employed  in  both.     Many  of  our  citizens  are  now 
engaged  in  the  wojk  of  fabrication— in  the  man- 
ufacture of  articles  of  consumption.     The  opera- 
tions of  our  agriculture  and  commerce  appear  to  be 
pushed  to  their  limit.     Neither  can  do  any  more 
nor  give  prohtable  employment  to  more  hands! 
Commerce  and  navigation  cannot,  for  this  inter- 
est depends  upon  the  carriage  and  exchan^re  of 
agricultural  products  ;  and  agriculture  cannol,  for 
its  productions  are  gradually  supplanted  in  foreign 
markets  by  the  like  increasing  products  of  other 


countries.  Not  5o  with  manufacturer.  This  inter- 
est presents  a  vast  field.  It  invites  skill  and  com- 
petition. Does  not  the  manufacturing  interest, 
therefore,  afford  an  increasing  sphere  for  national 
industry  ? 

Much  has  been  said  of  foreign  and  of  Ameri- 
can policy.     Sir,  what  is  the  true  American  pol- 
icy ?     Is  it  to  open  our  ports,  and  admit  freely  the 
productions  of  others,  while  the  ports  of  others 
are  shut  against  us,  and  our  productions  excluded, 
or,  if  admitted  at  all,  admitted  upon  hard  terms  ; 
or,  IS  it  reciprocity  of  trade,  and  the  fabrication  of 
our  own  wool,  cotton,  hemp,  and  iron,  for  domes- 
tic comfort,    national   defence,   and    foreign    de- 
mand ?     But  we  are  told  that  wages  are  so  high 
in    this   country,   that,   where  machinery   is  not 
brought  in  aid  of  human  labor,  manufactures  can- 
not succeed.     And  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts (Mr.  Webster)  seems  to  suppose  that  wecan- 
not  produce  the  article  of  iron,  though  our  coun- 
try is  so  rich  in  the  ore,  because  the  average  rate 
of  wages,  in  Sweden,  for  example,  is  seven  cents 
a  day.  while  it  is  some  four  or  five  times  higher 
with  us.     The  small  difference  between  the  origi- 
nal cost  of  Swedish  and  American  iron,  is  con- 
clusive proof  that  this  difference  is  not  determi,ned 
by  the  diflerent  rate  of  wages.     If  it  was,  every 
pound  of  American  iron  would  cost  four  or  five 
times  as  much  as  a  pound  of  Swedish  iron.     The 
same  may  be  said  of  every  bushel  of  American 
wheat,  and  of  most  of  the  raw  materials,  which 
our  country  produces  in  such  abundance  and  cheap- 
ness.    Sir,  the  true  secret  of  our  ability  to  com- 
pete, almost,  though  not  quite,  upon  equal  terms 
with  the  serfs  of  Europe,  is  to  be  found  in  our  free 
labor,  and  in  our  superior  industry  and  enterprise. 
But,  sir,  how  have  the  opponents  of  the  biU  an- 
swered the  call  wliich  has  been  ^o  repeatedly  made 
upon  them,  to  point  out  the  country  in  which  man- 
ufactures have  existed  and  flourished  without  en- 
couragement and  protection  ?     Why.  sir,  it  is  true, 
that  England  ha>  lowered  her  import  duty,  upon 
foreign  wool,  admitted  the  lumber  of  the  north 
and  somewhat  relaxed  her  colonial  system.     She' 
has  admitted  lumber  and  wool  upon  easier  terms 
because  she  cannot  produce  enough  for  her  own 
consumption;  and  what  she  cannot  produce  at 
home  she  must  buy  abroad.     She  has  meliorated 
her  navigation  laws  to  enlarge  and  facilitate  the 
exchange  of  her  manufacturing  industry.     But 
Spam,  it  IS  said,  with  all  her  onerous  commercial 
restrictions,  is  unsuccessful  in  manufactures.     I 
know  It,  sir ;  and  the  fault  is  both  in  the  manners 
and  habits  of  her  people,  and  in  her  peculiar  sy^- 
tem  of  monopolies.     Other  well  regulated  coun- 
tries protect  their  home  industry.     Does  England 
admit  the  woollens,  cottons,  or  silks  of  France  '? 
or  France  those  of  England  ?    Does  either  admit 
those  of  any  country  to  come  into  competition 
with  her  own  manufactures  in  the  home  market  ? 
Ihe  statesmen  of  England  acknowledge  that  her 
manufactures  of  silk,  with  all  the  supremacy  of 
H^nglish  skill,  can  be  sustained  only  by  continued 
and  efficient  protection.     It  is  the  fact  of  protect- 
ing, and   not  the  impolicy  of  establishing  them 
that  IS  material  to  the  present  inquiry.     The  gen- 
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tleman  from  Massachusetts  (.Mr.  Webster)  not 
being  able  to  show  that  manufactures  bad  suc- 
ceeded in  other  countries,  unaided  by  the  parental 
care  of  Government,  attempted  to  prove  that  they 
had  succeeded  in  the  United  Stales,  without  care 
or  protection.  I  think  my  friend  unfortunate  in 
this  instance.  Manufactories  of  minor  importance 
have  long  existed  in  this  country.  Others  of  a 
more  imposing  character  were  established  shortly 
after  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution. 
But  who  is  there  who  has  attentively  examined 
the  progress  of  manufactures  among  us,  who  does 
Dot  know  that  the  great  manufacturing  interest  of 
the  nation  took  root  and  flourished  during  the  em- 
bargo, the  non-intercourse  acts,  and  the  war  that 
followed.  It  was  in  this  period — a  period  of  near 
seven  years,  and  one,  too,  for  the  most  part,  of  total 
prohibition  of  foreign  fabrics,  that  American  man- 
ufactures received  their  highest  possible  protection. 
With  little  or  no  forei"[n  competition,  they  enjoyed 
the  home  market — all  flourished — some  came  to 
maturity,  and  were  just  able  to  survive  the  shock 
which  the  peace,  and  with  it,  the  great  and  sud- 
den influx  of  foreign  fabrics,  produced  ;  while 
others,  like  the  infant  in  the  tempest,  were  over- 
whelmed and  destroyed.  But,  if  they  received  no 
protection,  why  were  so  many  of  them  ruined 
when  the  war  ceased  ?  Besides,  if  the  manufac- 
tures of  woollen,  and  cotton,  and  hemp,  and  iron, 
need  no  protection,  why  is  it  necessary  to  protect 
the  manufacture  of^  sugar  and  tobacco  ?  The  duty 
on  the  former  enables  the  sugar  planter  to  carry 
on  his  business,  and  the  duty  on  the  latter  amounts 
almost  to  a  total  exclusion  of  the  foreign  manu- 
factured article  from  our  markets. 

Sir,  this  measure  has  been  called  anti-social  ; 
and  some  gentlemen  appear  to  take  it  for  granted, 
that  its  necessary  operation  will  be  to  destroy  com- 
merce and  navigation.  I  am  persuaded  it  will 
have  a  contrary  effect.  Instead  of  injuring,  it 
will  sustain,  the  commercial  and  navigating  in- 
terest. I  have  attempted  to  prove,  that  the  quan- 
tity and  value  of  our  domestic  exports  annually 
diminish — and  that  foreigners  will  not  take  our 
raw  produce,  as  they  used  to  do,  because  they  do 
not  want  it.  When  they  will  not  take  the  raw 
material,  is  there  any  other  mode  of  relief,  than  to 
adapt  the  thing  to  their  wants,  and  carry  the  arti- 
cle to  them  in  the  shape  of  manufactures  ?  Let 
me  ask  you,  sir,  who  is  to  furnish  the  vast  sup- 
plies for  the  South  American  markets?  What 
we  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  do  towards  it,  Eng- 
land and  h  ranee  will  do  for  us.  The  Spanish 
patriots  of  the  South,  allied  to  us  by  interest,  feel- 
ing, and  the  common  ties  of  freemen,  do  not  want 
raw  materials — because  they  produce  them  in 
abundance — but  they  do  want  the  manufactures 
of  wool,  cotton,  hemp,  and  iron.  And,  in  my  j 
humble  judgment,  we  can  furnish  them  with  most  | 
of  these  articles,  if  we  choose  to  do  it,  better  and  j 
cheaper  than  England  or  France  can.  Is  it  not,  | 
then,  our  imperious  duly,  by  passing  this  bill,  to 
foster  skill,  protect  manufactures,  insure  the  re- 
wards of  domestic  industry,  and  thus  enable  our 
country  to  enjoy  her  full  share  of  the  commerce  of 
the  world  ? 


The  opponents  of  this  bill  avail  themselves 
largely  of  the  professions  of  some  of  the  states- 
men of  England,  which  have  never  been  put  in 
practice — and  of  the  writings  of  political  econo- 
mists, which  have  no  just  application  to  the  ques- 
tion now  under  consideration.  I  speak  not  lightly 
of  the  works  of  Adam  Smith,  Jean  Baptiste  Say, 
and  others  of  the  same  school.  They  are  certainly 
profound  thinkers ;  and  their  books  contain  much 
valuable  information.  But  they  leave  off  at  the 
very  point  where  commercial  practice  begins. 
What  is  the  foundation  upon  which  their  system 
rests  ?  Unrestricted  commerce — absolute  freedom 
of  trade.  Can  this  state  of  things  exist,  but  in 
the  absence  of  all  color  of  restraint?  Does  not 
this  state  of  things  presuppose  the  freest  competi- 
tion of  mind  with  mind,  skill  with  skill,  capita  I  with 
capital — and,  need  I  add,  free  labor  with  free  la- 
bor ?  I  do  not  inquire  whether  this  has  ever  been 
the  existing  state  of  the  commercial  world  ?  But 
I  do  ask  whether  it  now  exists  ?  What  nation  is 
there,  whose  statesmen  have  adopted  the  policy 
so  strenuously  recommended  by  these  writers  ?  Has 
France  or  any  other  State  done  it?  Where  is 
the  nation  whose  ports  are  open  to  the  free  admis- 
sion of  the  products  of  the  world  ?  Whose  man- 
ufactures, whose  skill  and  industry,  are  left  un- 
aided, and  unprotected,  against  the  arts  and  ac- 
tions of  rival  nations  ?  Again,  sir :  Who,  of  these 
writers,  after  having  accurately  examined  the 
commercial  laws  and  policy  of  nations,  has  told 
any  one  of  them,  England,  or  the  United  States, 
for  example,  what  she  ought  to  do,  or  not  to  do,  in 
reference  to  the  existing  regulations,  and  present 
state,  of  the  commercial  world  ?  Not  one  of  them. 
They  speak  of  things  as  they  wish  them  to  be,  not 
as  they  are.  They  talk  of  freedom  of  trade,  when 
there  is  no  free  trade.  In  a  word,  they  presume  a 
state  of  things  which  does  not  exist,  and  which 
never  can  be  brought  about,  but  by  a  convention 
of  nations. 

In  the  progress  of  this  debate,  the  manufactu- 
rers of  our  country  have  repeatedly  been  called 
monopolists.  This  is  an  odious  term,  and  one 
which  does  not  belong  to  them.  What,  sir,  is  a 
monopoly  ?  It  is  the  grant  to  one  of  an  exclusive 
right,  which  before  was  common  to  all.  The 
laws  relating  to  manufactures,  like  those  which 
relate  to  agriculture  and  commerce,  are  general. 
Every  citizen  enjoys  an  equal  right  of  becoming 
a  farmer,  a  manufacturer,  or  a  merchant.  Labor 
is  left  free  to  seek  its  own  reward.  If,  therefore, 
the  manufacturer  be  a  monopolist,  then  ail  who 
enjoy  the  protection  and  benefits  of  the  Consti- 
tution and  laws  of  the  land,  are  monopolists. 

But,  the  poor — we  are  told  it  will  oppress  the 
poor.  Think  you,  sir,  the  poor  will  be  oppressed 
by  giving  them  increased  employment  ?  What  is 
it  that  oppresses  the  poor  ?  VVant  of  employment, 
and  excises  and  taxes  upon  the  articles  of  subsist- 
ence. The  condition  of  the  American  citizen, 
in  this  respect,  is  not  to  be  compared,  as  it  has 
been,  with  that  of  the  Englishman.  England 
taxes  every  thing  which  is  nece.ssary  for  the  sub- 
sistence and  comfort  of  the  poor  man.  We  lax 
nothing.     The  poor  man — in  truth,  sir,  no  man, 
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■with  us,  is  obliged  to  consume  dutiable  articles. 
If  he  does  consume  them,  it  is  because  lie  chooses 
to  do  It.  The  act  is  voluntary.  No  man,  rich  or 
poor,  can  be  compelled,  against  his  will,  to  con- 
tribute a  fraction  to  the  National  Treasury  for  bis 
food,  drink,  or  raiment. 

The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  (Mr. 
Williams.)  who  has  just  taken  his  seat,  has  in- 
sisted, that  the  operation  of  this  bill  will  be  to  de- 
stroy the  cotton  trade,  and  ruin  the  planters  of  the 
South  ;  because,  if  we  will  not  take  the  merchan- 
dise of  England  and  France,  they  will  not  take 
our  cotton.  "Sir,  the  English  and  French,  like 
all  other  prudent  merchants,  will  trade  where  they 
can  make  the  best  bargain.  If  England,  for  in- 
stance, can  exchange  a  yard  of  broadcloth  for 
more  pounds  of  Brazil  coiton,  than  she  can  of 
Carolina  cotton,  of  like  quality,  no  matter  what 
the  difference  in  price  may  be,  she  will  buy  the 
Brazil  cotton.  And  this  is  the  whole  secret  of 
"  buying  where  you  can  buy  cheapest."  I  believe 
the  cotton  growers  have  much  to  fear,  if  this  meas- 
ure be  not  adopted.  To  me,  it  appears  that  their 
safety,  that  the  common  safety  of  us  all,  is  to  be 
found  in  the  policy  of  this  bill.  Let  us  examine 
its  operation  upon  the  cotton  planter.  In  the  di- 
rect trade  between  this  country  and  England,  our 
imports,  if  I  mistake  not,  have  always  exceeded 
our  exports.  In  1S22,  the  excess  was  more  than 
Sll,0O0,0O0;  and,  includins:  her  dependencies, 
was  more  than  $13,000,000  against  us.  This  dif- 
ference is  paid  by  the  transfer  of  American  stocks, 
and  out  of  the  proceeds  of  American  cargoes,  sold 
on  the  continent.  If  we  take  the  excess  beyond 
the  value  of  the  cotton  exported  to  England,  the 
difference  will  be  more  than  §16,000,000  ;  and  if 
that  of  France  be  added,  it  will  be  more  than  $20,- 
000,000  against  us.  The  whole  amount  of  wool- 
len and  cotton  goods  imported  from  England,  in 
the  last  year,  and  which  were  not  re-exported,  did 
not  differ  much  from  812,000,000.  Now,  if  the 
effect  of  this  bill  should  be  to  exclude  the  woollen 
and  cotton  fabrics  of  England  from  our  markets, 
it  is  apparent,  that  we  shall  still  take  of  her  man- 
ufactures, to  many  millions  of  dollars  worth,  more 
than  she  will  take  of  our  cotton.  Hence  it  is,  that 
our  cotton  trade  with  England,  or  any  other  coun- 
try, cannot  be  materially  affected,  until  we  import 
less  from  such  country  than  we  export  to  it.  But, 
the  bill  will  not  have  this  extensive  operation  ; 
because  we  shall,  for  a  long  time,  continue  to  im- 
port and  consume  a  large  amount  of  the  fine 
woollen  and  cotton  fabrics  of  England.  No,  sir ; 
if  our  cotton  trade  with  Europe  fails,  it  will  not 
fail  because  we  refuse  to  buy  their  coarse  wares, 
but  because  they  can  buy  their  cotton  of  others  to 
better  advantage.  Of  the  whole  amount  of  cot- 
ton, which  England  annually  consumes,  about 
two-thirds  is  grown  in  the  United  States,  and 
the  residue  in  other  countries — chiefly  in  E<nnl 
and  Brazil.  '  °- * 

My  honorable  friend,  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr. 
Hamilton,)  gave  us,  in  the  early  part  of  this  de- 
bate, a  glowing  description  or  the  advantages 
which  the  Brazils  possess  for  the  successful  cul- 
ture of  cotton.     It  was  a  true  picture.     Perhaps 


there  is  no  country  on  the  globe  better  adapted  to 
the  production  of  this  staple  commodity.  In  soil, 
climate,  and  cheapness  ot  labor,  it  stands  unrival- 
led. It  wants  nothing  but  a  stable  and  temperate 
government.  What,  then,  let  me  ask,  will  give 
the  greatest  stimulus  to  the  inhabitants  of  that 
vast  region  to  produce  cotton?  Will  it  not  be  by 
suffering  England  to  monopolize  their  markets — 
to  supply  them  with  the  coarser  kinds  of  woollen 
and  cotton  goods,  of  which  they  now  consume 
large  quantities,  and  the  consumption  of  which  is 
rapidly  increasing?  Why?  Because  England 
will  want  their  cotton  more  than  she  will  want 
any  other  raw  material  which  they  can  J^roduce. 
What,  then,  is  our  obvious  policy  ?  Is  it  not  to 
divide  the  market  with  England — to  come  in  for 
our  share  of  the  trade  1  How  is  this  to  be  done? 
By  encouraging  domestic  industry,  and  giving  the 
farmer  a  home  market.  By  protecting  the  infant 
manufacturing  establishments  ol  the  country 
against  the  importation  of  comparatively  worth- 
less fabrics,  against  the  arts  and  frauds  of  foreign 
workshops,  and  thus  enabling  them  to  supply  a 
portion,  at  least,  of  the  articles  which  are  in  so 
much  demand  in  the  South  American  Republics. 
But  can  we  tnter  in  competition  with  England 
in  the  markets  abroad  ?  We  have,  for  some  time, 
carried  on  a  successful  trade  with  South  America, 
in  articles  of  domestic  manufacture;  and  one  of 
our  enterprising  citizens  of  the  East,  I  understand, 
has  recently  shipped  tliither  some  two  hundred 
bales  of  domestic  manufactured  cotton  goods. 
Give  reasonable  protection,  and  I  am  persuaded 
we  can  manufacture  the  coarse  woollens  and  cot- 
tons, which  enter  so  largely  into  the  consumption 
of  every  country,  be  it  old  or  new,  as  cheap  as 
England  or  France  can.  But  what  good  will 
come  of  it?  It  will  sustain  our  navigation,  by 
opening  to  it  a  new  and  wider  field  for  employ- 
ment. It  will  prevent,  in  no  small  degree,  the 
necessity  of  growing  cotton  in  South  American 
Republics,  because  we  shall  not  want  their  cotton ; 
but  we  shall  want  many  other  articles,  which 
they  can  produce  in  abundance.  But  suppose  it 
does  not  have  this  effect ;  what  then  1  Why,  sir, 
still  it  will  give  our  cotton  growers  the  benefit  of 
two  markets.  The  home  market  will  be  sure  and 
steady,  subject  to  none  of  the  fluctuations  of  the 
European  markets.  But,  sir,  formidable  as  the 
South  American  rival  threatens  to  be,  it  is  not 
the  only  one  to  be  feared.  The  culture  of  cotton 
has  been  recently  commenced  in  Egypt.  Here, 
also,  nothing  is  wanting  to  insure  its  success, 
but  a  parental  government.  Now,  will  not  Eng- 
land and  France  buy  this  raw  material,  which 
they  cannot  produce,  and  which  they  must  have, 
where  they  can  buy  it  at  the  most  profit?  Do 
you  believe  that  either  of  them  would  sacrifice  a 
single  dollar,  to  promote  the  agricultural  interest, 
in  this  country  ?  Is  it  not,  then,  our  imperious 
duty  to  adopt  that  course  of  policy,  which  will 
result  in  a  steady  home  market  ?  And  what  is 
the  advantage  of  a  home  market  ?  Ask  the  farmer 
and  mechanic,  and  the  industrious  of  all  classes 
who  live  in  the  vicinity  of  cities,  villages,  and 
factories.     In  proportion  as  these  increase,  nearly 
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in  that  proportion,  as  a  general  rule,  productive 
employment  increases.  The  farmer,  for  example, 
can  sell  more,  though  he  raise  less.  The  reason 
is,  that  he  loses  none  of  the  proceeds  of  his  labor. 
It  facilitates  trade,  barter,  and  the  endless  inter- 
change of  commodities.  It  stimulates  the  circu- 
lation of  money — the  profits  of  labor.  And  this 
circulation,  like  the  blood,  animates,  cherishes, 
and  sustains,  every  part  of  the  system. 

The  friends  of  this  measure  have  been  warned 
to  forbear,  and  not  to  persist  any  longer  in  at- 
tempting to  establish,  by  force  of  law,  a  new  and 
untried  system.  Sir,  it  is  no  new  or  untried  sys- 
tem. It  is  a  system  which  originated-wiih  the 
Government.  The  first  Congress  encouraged,  and 
partially  protected,  American  manufactures,  and 
American  industry.  The  system  rests  upon  the 
principles  of  self-defence.  If  the  Government  is 
bound  to  protect  the  persons,  dwellings,  and  money 
of  the  citizens,  from  foreign  enemies,  is  it  not 
equally  bound  to  protect  their  skill  and  industry 
from  foreign  rivalry  ?  A  rivalry  sometimes  not 
less  fatal  to  these  interests  than  the  sword  is  to 
life. 

My  friend  from  Mississippi  (Mr.  Rankin)  said, 
we  were  about  to  adopt  the  policy  of  England, 
which  would  entail  upon  us,  as  it  had  upon  her, 
pauperism,  exactions,  taxes,  and  a  debt  of  count- 
less millions.     The  measure  under  consideration 
differs  widely  from  the  English  system  of  policy, 
of  which  he  has  spoken.     But,  were  it  the  same, 
the  consequences  would  not  follow.     The  fault  is 
not  in  the  system.     Has  the  protection  of  British 
manufactures  and  British  industry  ever  added  one 
dollar   to  the    national  debt  of  Great  *  Britain  ? 
Whence,  then,  have  arisen  her  debts  and  burdens? 
I«>om   her  foreign  wars.     Were  these  waged  for 
the  protection  of  her  home  industry  ?     No,  sir ; 
they  wtre  commenced  and  prosecuted  for  power — 
for  empire.     These  have  filled  up  her  measure  of 
taxes  and  cruel  exactions.     The  evil,  therefore,  is 
not  to  be  found  in  the  system  of  protecting  domes- 
tic industry.      My  friend,  also,  contended    that, 
should  England  abolish  her  corn   laws  and  give 
free  admission  to  the  grain  of  other  countries,  it 
would  reduce  the  expense  of  living — lower  the 
wages  of  labor,  and,  consequently,  the  price  of  her 
manufactures  ;  and  thus  put   it  in   her  power  to 
command  the  markets  of  the  world.     But  did  he 
stop  to  inquire  what  effect  it  would  have  upon  her 
agricultural  interest?      And  what  would  be  its 
effect  ?     Is  there  any  doubt ;  can  there  be  any, 
that  the  abolition  of  her  corn  laws  would  totally 
ruin  the  greatest  portion  of  her  farmers  ?     What 
could  they  do  ?     Could  they  turn  merchants  and 
manufacturers?     No,  sir;    most  of  them  would 
become  paupers.     This  has  a  direct  application  to 
our  own  home  matters.     Let  me  ask  the  Virginia 
tobacco  planters,  whether  they  are  willing  to  risk 


est."    This  has  been  repeated  as  though  there  were 
some  magic  in  if.     What  does  it  mean  ?    Does  it 


mean  simply  the  price  of  the  article  bought,  with- 
out any  reference  to  the  value  of  the  labor,  money, 
or  other  thing,  given  in  exchange?    If  it  does, 
then  no  man  or  nation  can,  for  any  great  length 
of  time,  continue  to  buy  cheapest,  without  the  risk 
of  utter  ruin.     Let  us  look  at  the  consequence. 
The  industrious  farmer  abandons  his  farm,  because 
he  can  buy  the  grain  from  the  Baltic,  or  the  Black 
Sea,  and  all  the  other  products  of  his  husbandry, 
from  foreign  countries,  twenty-five  per  cent  cheaper 
than  he  can  produce  them.    But,  if  he  cease  to 
produce,  has  he  any  thing  to  give  in  exchange  for 
the  article  he  wants,  however  cheap  it  may  be? 
He  certainly  has  not.     The  same  consequence 
will  follow  in  regard  to  any  other  interest  or  oc- 
cupation.    The  question,  then,  is  not.  Where  can 
you  buy  a  bushel  of  wheat,  or  a  pound  of  cotton,  at 
a  reduction  of  25  per  cent,  in  the  price,  compared 
with  other  like  articles?    But  it  is,  Where  can 
you  buy  them  for  the  least  quantity  and  value  of 
productive  labor  and  skill?     An  agricultural  na- 
tion, when  the  foreign  demand  for  her  products 
comes  to  diminish,  will  find  her  only  safety  in  a 
home  market.    Not  that  she  is  to  be  shut  up  at 
home.     This  is  no  Chinese  policy.     Other  mar- 
kets are  open,  though  limited.     They  always  will 
be  open,  for  no  nation  can  produce  or  manufac- 
ture all  she  wants.     She  must,  in  peace  at  least, 
rely  upon  others  for  some  portion  of  her  annual 
consumption.  ^ 

Sir,  1  am  persuaded  that  this  measure  is  neces- 
sary, not  only  to  give  activity  and  energy  to  agri- 
culture, commerce,  and  manufactures,  but  to  en- 
able  us   to   provide  effectually  for  the  national 
defence.     Upon  what  does  the  nation  rely  for  her 
protection  and  defence  ?     Is  it  not  upon  well  fed, 
well  clothed,  well  armed  citizens,  and  a  well  ap- 
pointed navy?     It  is  true  we  raise  food  enough, 
and  to  spare,  bu^  do  we  produce  the  other  neces- 
sary ingredients   for   building  and  furnishing  a 
navy,  or  equipping  an  army  ?    We  do  not.    With 
a  country  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  production  of 
wool,  cotton,  and  hemp,  and  aboundina;  in  the 
ores  of  iron,  lead,  and  copper,  we  are  still  obliged 
to  import  many  articles,  composed  of  these  raw 
materials,  which  are  useful  in  peace  and  essential 
in  war,  and  without  which  a  battle  cannot  be 
fought,  or  a  victory  won.     Go,  examine  our  army. 
What  proportion  of  the  soldiers'  clothing  is  of 
American,  and  what  proportion  of  British  manu- 
facture?    Go,  examine  our  navy,  the  bulwark  of 
freedom.     There  is  not  a  ship  in  it  but  has  in  its 
construction  more  or  less  of  foreign  iron,  canvass, 
and  cordage.     Yet  there  is  not  an  article  worth 
naming  in  the  whole  composition  of  a  ship,  from 
truck  to  keelson,  which  this  country  cannot  pro- 
duce.    Is  it  prudent  to  depend  upon  England  for 


the  free  admission  into  this  country  of  the  tobacco  any  portion  of  our  necessary  clothing,  whether 

and  cigars  of  Cuba  and  Mexico?     Would  not  for  soldier  or  citizen?  Or,  upon  Sweden  and  Rus- 

this  unequal  competition  ruin   them?     View  it  sia  for  any  part  of  the  iron  and  hemp  required  in 

how  you  will,  no  pursuit  or  occupation  in  life  is  the  construction  of  a  navy?     Is  it  well  for  a  na- 

safe  without  protection.  tion,  possessing  all  resources  as  ours  does,  to  de- 

I  must  again  call  the  attention  of  the  Commit-  pend,  not  upon  herself,  but  upon  others,  for  sorne 

tee  to  the  maxim,  ''  buy  where  you  can  buy  cheap-  of  the  most  essential  means  of  defence  ?    Let  the 
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history  of  the  last  war  answer — a  war  which,  all 
now  acknowledge,  cost  the  country  millions  for 
the  want  of  adequate  manufacturing  establish- 
ments to  furnish  those  supplies  which  were  indis- 
pensable, and  which  could  no  longer  be  derived 
from  Europe  but  at  great  hazard  and  expense. 
Is  it  safe  to  neglect  our  own  resources,  and  trust 
the  liberties  of  the  people,  in  any  degree,  to  the 
friendship  or  cupidity  of  foreigners  7     But,  it  is 
said,  that,  if  we  undertake  to  grow  hemp,  and  to 
manufacture  canvass  and  iron,  the  expense  will 
fall  heavily  upon  the  agriculturists.     This  conse- 
quence will   not  necessarily  follow,  because  the 
competition  between  the  home  producers  will  keep 
these  articles,  as  the  foreign  articles  are  now  kept, 
very  nearly,  if  not  quite,  at  their  present  prices! 
But,  suppose  the  price  of  these  articles  should  be 
somewhat  enhanced  1  Do  our  citizens  prefer  money 
to  life  ?     Are  they  willing  to  pour  out  their  blood 
like  water  iu  defence  of  liberty,  and  will  they  re 
fuse  a  small  pittance  of  their  wealth  in  peace  to 
prevent  the  wasteful  expenditure  of  blood  and 
treasure  in  war  ?     I  will  not  believe  it,  sir.     The 
men  of  this  country  are  not  more  hardy  and  brave 
than   humane  and  generous.     They  a>k  for  pro- 
tection ;  and  I  think  they  ought  to  have  it.     I  be- 
lieve the  policy  of  the  bill  before  you  is  required 
for  the  encouragement  of  American  skill,  for  the  i 
protection  of  American  industry.     I  believe  it  is  ' 
called  for  by  the  spirit  of  the  times,  by  the  com-  ' 
mon  wants  and  sufferings  of  the  country,  and  by 
every  consideration  of  national  safety,  prosperity 
and  renown.  r      j^ 

When  Mr.  Strong  had  concluded 

Mr.  IsACKs,  of  Tennessee,  moved  to  amend  the 
bill  by  striking  out  thirty-live  cents,  (the  proposed 
minimum  price  of  cotton  goods,)  and  rtducing  it 
to  twenty-hve  cents,  the  present  minimum. 

Mr.  IsACK3,  in  support  of  his  motion,  said,  that, 
belore  the  que>tion  was  taken,  he  mubt  ask  the 
attention  of  the  Committee  a  ftw  moments  ;  and 
indeed,  from  the  late  time  in  the  week,  the  late 
hour  in  the  day,  and  the  late  period  of  the  debate 
he  feared  he  could  not  rightfully  expect  that  at- 
tention ;  and  to  compensate  for  it  was  certainly 
more  than  he  could  promise;  but  one  thing  he 
would  promise— that  his  remarks  should  be  con- 
fin«l  to  the  proposition  before  the  Committee. 

He  said  he  felt  it  the  more  necessary  to  state 
the  grounds  of  his  objection  to  this  feature  of  the 
bill  because,  in  many  of  the  other  items  which 
liad  been  acted  on,  he  had  voted  with  the  friends 
ol  the  bill,  and,  if  he  had  believed  that  the  same 
principles  upon  which  he  had  supported  other 
parts  ol  the  bill  were  applicable  to  this,  he  should 
not  have  moved  the  amendment  which  had  given 
rise  to  so  much  debate;  that  his  purpose  was  to 
show  the  manifest  difference  which  exists  between 
the  two  grand  divisions  of  the  bill,  so  far  as  it  re- 
lates to  the  duties  imposed  on  importations,  the 
places  ol  which  are  intended  to  be  supplied  either 
in  whole  or  in  part  by  the  manufactures  of  this 
country.  To  one  class  you  give  encouragement 
with  a  view  to  enable  them  to  come  in  competi- 
tion with  the  loreign  manufacturer  on  something 
like  lair  and  equal  ground;  while,  for  the  benefit 


of  the  other  class,  you  propose  (in  effect)  to  ex- 
clude the  foreign  article  altogether.  The  former 
is  done  upon  the  principle  of  competition,  to  which 
he  most  heartily  agreed;  the  latter  is  prohibition, 
to  which  he  was  unwilling  to  subscril)e. 

Mr.  I.  said,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  do- 
mestic manufacturer  to  compete  with  the  foreign  ; 
to  produce  steadiness  of  price  in  the  market,  (and 
that  not,  in  the  main,  at  the  expense  of  the  con- 
sumer, as  he  believed ;)  to  afford  additional  con- 
sumption for  aggregate  products  which  could  not 
find  a  foreign  market;  he  had  voted  a  moderate 
increase  of  duty  on  foreign  distilled  spirits,  cotton 
bagging,  iron,  molasses,  and  some  other  articles 
which  had  passed  in  review  before  the  Committee. 
But  what,  sir,  are  we  asked  to  do  by  that  clause 
of  ihe  bill  to  which  thii  motion  applies?     Not,  as 
in  the  depressed  condition  of  other  manufacturers, 
to  assist  those  who  are  struggling  for  existence', 
and  who  have  loaded  your  table  with  memorials' 
but  to  make  a  class  of  manufacturers  the  special 
subjects  of  your  favor,  who  neither  ask  for,  nor 
need,  that  favor,  and  who  will  not  thank  you  for 
It  when  bestowed  ;  for  he  could  say,  without  the 
fear  of  contradiction,   that,  with  regard  to  the 
mauulaciures  of  cotton  cloths,  so  far  as  they  have 
yet  progressed,  the  fact  must  be  well  known  to 
many  in   this  House,   that  their  business  is  ex- 
tremely profitable;  that  the  capital  invested  in  all 
well-conducted  establishments  of  this  kind,  pro- 
duces, at  this  time,  to  the  owners,  a  clear  profit  of 
Irom  filteen  to  twenty-five  per  cent,  per  annum. 

It  IS  this  class,  already  better  provided  for  than 
any  other,  by  an  existing  minimum  priceof  twenty- 
five  cents  per  yard,  and  a  duty  of  twenty-five  per 
cent,  ad  valorem,  on  foreign  cotton  goods,  that 
we  are  asked  further  to  provide  for,  by  increasing 
the  minimum  to  thirty-five  cents,  not  that  they 
may  thereby  be  enabled  to  set  up  for  fai»  compe- 
tition with  the  importer,  but  that  the  latter  may 
be  put  down  almost  entirely  as  it  relates  to  this 
article. 

Mr.  I.  said  it  had  been  stated,  in  general  terms 
that  this  provision  would  not  amount  to  a  prohi- 
bition of  the  article.  He  would  endeavor  to  show 
that  it  would  in  effect  be  prohibition  to  a  great 
extent— and  what  would  be  the  consequences  of 
that  prohibition. 

He  said,  as  the  article  was  required  to  pay  duty- 
according  to  lis  value,  and  that  duty  being  a'  high 
as  the  article  would  bear,  it  was  clear  that  the 
importer  could  not  aflbrd  to  pay  duly  at  a  rale- 
able  price  upon  the  article  when  it  was  really 
worth  considerably  les.s ;  this  duty  upon  the 
amount  lying  between  the  real  and  rated^nce  of 
he  thing,  would  be  to  him  a  dead  loss  ;  and  he 
thought  It  required  no  argument  to  prove,  that  no 
articles  of  this  description  would  be  iniported, 
which  were  of  inferior  value  to  the  minimum  price 
hxed,  in  the  rate  of  duty.  *^ 

pfrSr'f,?''^  that  ihe  minimum  of  1816  has  had  the 

effect  to  exclude  all  cottons  below  that  value,  and 

he  present  increase  will  have  the  same  effect  to 

taken  rh"'  °'  "'  '"l!'  '''  *'"  ^*^  "°»  ^'^^'^Y  ™'^- 
In  J'  ,^^f  "^0""^  thus  excluded  would  be  at  least 
one-hail  ol  the  present  importations. 
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Mr.  I.  said,  if  he  was  right  in  considering  this 
clau«*e  in  the  bill  as  prohibitory,  then  the  conse- 
quence of  this  prohibition  made  an  important 
question.  And  the  first  thing  that  actually  strikes 
the  mind  is,  what  effect  will  this  have  on  the  rev- 
enue 7  Without  going  further  back  than  the  last 
year,  it  would  be  found  (if  his  estimate  was  correct) 
that  the  duty  on  cotton  goods,  printed,  colored, 
and  white,  amounted  to  the  sum  of  ^,782,000. 
Then  to  exclude  half  the  amount  of  these  impor- 
tations or  even  less,  you  exclude,  by  that  process, 
upwards  of  one  million  of  dollars  from  the  Trea- 
sury. This  deficit  must  then  be  made  up  by  some 
other  mode  of  collection  ;  and  we  had  been  told 
that  the  increased  duties  on  other  articles  in 
the  bill  would  be  sufficient  for  that  purpose.  He 
would  admit,  that  upon  many  articles  the  amount 
of  revenue  will  be  increased,  but,  on  others,  it  will 
as  certainly  be  diminished  ;  and,  taking  all  the 
items  of  this  bill  together,  (setting  apart  from  them 
this  and  other  prohibitory  parts)  he  thought,  if 
the  loss  and  gain  throughout  would  balance,  it 
was  as  much  as  any  one  had  a  right  to  expect ; 
he  hoped  it  would,  and  so  far  he  was  willing  to 
risk  it,  but  he  could  not  fiatter  himself  that  there 
would  be  any  thing  over  and  above,  to  carry  to 
the  amount  of  prohibitions. 

The  whole  amount  of  this  deficiency,  arising 
from  the  prohibitory  parts  of  the  bill,  had  been  va- 
riously estimated  by  its  opponents — suppose  it  to  be 
three  millions,  which  was  a  less  sum  than  any  of 
them  had  made  it,  though  he  admitted  most  of  the 
ejitimates  were  made  in  relation  to  the  bill  as  it 
stood  before  important  reductions  were  carried. 

The  question  then  recurs,  how  is  this  deficiency, 
whatever  it  mav  be,  (and  it  will  be  a  sum  worth 
thinking  afwut,)  to  be  raided  ?  This  question  has 
been  avoided  by  the  quaintsaying,  "that,  although 
the  importer  pays  the  duty  in  the  first  instance, 
yet  the  consumer  pays  it  in  the  end  even  now." 
This  is  very  true,  but  at  present  he  only  pays  the 
single  amount  of  that  duty — pays  it  but  once  ;  but 
by  what  argument  is  the  prohibition  of  articles 
supported?  It  is  in  effect  by  this:  that,  as  the 
domestic  manufacturer  cannot  contend  with  the 
foreign  without  taking  the  duty  now  paid  by  the 
foreign  and  giving  it  to  the  domestic  manufacturer, 
and  this  to  enable  him  to  provide  the  substitute  for 
the  duty-paying  article,  and  which,  without  this 
bounty,  he  could  not  manufacture ;  consequently 
he  must,  to  save  himself,  sell  his  fabric  an  high  as 
the  foreign  fabric  now  costs,  duty  and  all.  The 
consumer  will  then  be  in  the  same  situation  he  is 
now  :  he  will  still  have  this  tax  to  pay,  with  this 
difference,  that  he  will  then  not  be  paying  it  to 
the  Government  but  to  the  manufacturer — the 
Government  is  still  that  much  money  out  of  pocket. 
If,  then,  to  get  it  in,  you  should  resort  to  any  spe- 
cies of  taxation  upon  the  consumer,  then,  on  the 
back  of  the  increase  of  price  which  they  will  have 
to  pay  the  manufacturer  in  the  purchase,  they  will 
have  also  to  pay  an  equal  amount  to  the  Govern- 
ment ;  this  he  would  call  a  double  tax  on  the  con- 
sumers, or  paying,  as  a  consequence  of  this  prohi- 
bition, something  like  the  same  sum  twice,  which 
they  now  pay  but  once. 


But,  suppose  Congress  should  think  it  more 
equitable,  when  they  come  to  provide  for  this  de- 
ficit, (as  the  loss  was  occasioned  on  account  of 
the  domestic  manufacturers,)  to  tax  them  to  make 
it  up.  You  will  then  hear  from  them,  though 
you  do  not  now.  They  will  tell  you,  "  We  did 
not  ask  the  aid  which  you  gave  us:  those  of  us 
engaged  in  the  business  asked  for  nothing  but  to 
be  let  alone.  And  as  to  the  rest,  you  Med  us  into 
the-teraptation.'  We  should  not  have  employed 
our  time  and  capital  in  this  way,  if  you  had  not 
held  out  the  inducement.  And  now,  when  our 
business  is  but  scarcely  under  way,  if  you  lav  this 
burden  on  us,  it  will  be  insupportable." 

But,  suppose  these  arguments,  however  just,  (at 
least  in  the  way  of  reproach,)  should  not  prevail, 
and  they  should  be  taxed,  (for  the  money  must  be 
raised  some  how,)  what  then  becomes  of  the  con- 
sumer? Why,  it's  all  the  same  thing  in  the  out- 
come as  though  he  were  taxed  himself.  The 
manufacturer  lays  this  tax  on  the  goods,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  former  price,  and  the  consumer  has  it 
to  pay.  So  that,  manage  the  matter  as  you  may, 
the  result  will  be  that  the  consumer  will  then 
have  about  twice  the  amount  to  pay  which  the 
duties  now  cost  him,  if  these  prohibitions  should 
occasion  the  reduction  in  the  revenue  which  he 
had  supposed. 

Mr.  I.  said,  with  a  view  to  irurecue  the  revenue, 
he  would  be  in  favor  of  a  revision  of  the  tariff; 
not  only  to  hasten  the  payment  of  the  public  debt, 
so  often  mentioned  in  the  course  of  this  debate, 
but  also  to  enable  the  Government  effectually  to 
move  forward  with  the  system  of  internal  improve- 
ment, in  which  this  House  had  at  this  session 
taken  the  first  decisive  step. 

The  practical  operations  of  this  system  he  con- 
ceived necessary  to  the  promotion  of  convenient 
intercourse  and  interior  trade.  It  stood  first  in 
the  order  of  march  towards  our  national  prosper- 
ity, and  should  precede  the  legislative  completion 
01  the  manufacturing  system. 

Mr.  I.  said  he  had  another  reason  against  pro- 
ducing any  material  reduction  in  the  revenue, 
which,  as  a  Representative  of  the  people,  he  was 
bound  to  respect.  He  would  not  libel  his  con- 
stituents by  saying  that  the  imposition  of  a  tar 
(should  that  be  the  consequence  of  these  prohibi- 
tions) would  excite  them  to  disaffection,  and  drive 
them  to  disunion.  He  knew  they  would  bear  it 
to  the  extent  of  their  ability,  with  that  patience 
and  determined  fortitude  which  they  had  shown 
on  all  occasions  when  put  to  the  trial ;  but  a  knowl- 
edge of  their  situation  compelled  him  to  say,  that 
at  this  time  they  would  be  unable  to  bear  it.  He 
would  not  go  into  an  enumeration  of  the  causes 
and  effects  of  their  embarrassment  and  distress: 
one  thing  at  least  was  evident,  that,  owing  to  the 
wretched  condition  of  our  currency,  we  have  noth- 
ing that  we  could  pay  taxes  with  ;  and  in  this 
respect  at  least  we  are  as  well  off,  and  perhaps  a 
little  better,  than  our  good  neighbors  immediately 
to  the  north  of  us. 

Mr.  I.  said,  that,  in  support  of  some  of  the  pro- 
visions of  this  bill,  an  argument  had  been  used, 
with  great  effect,  that  we  should  provide  for  our 
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defence  in  the  unwished-for  erent  of  war ;  but  this 
argument  could  only  apply  to  the  encouragement 
of  the  manufacture  of  iron,  lead,  hemp,  and  per- 
haps a  few  other  articles,  necessary  for  the  national 
defence.  So  far  he  acknowledged  all  it?  force; 
but  it  did  not  apply  to  the  part  of  the  bill  now 
under  consideration.  The  country  is  not  to  be 
defended  with  calico  and  muslin ;  that  business 
requires  sterner  stuff. 

Mr.  I.  said,  that  his  assent  was  most  cheerfully 
yielded  to  an  increase  of  duties  on  silks,  India 
and  China  goods,  and  all  other  articles  of  fashion 
and  luxury,  to  the  extent  they  would  bear,  with  a 
view  to  revenue. 

But,  Mr.  I.  said,  he  would  not  so  far  violate  his 
promise  to  the  House  as  to  permit  himself  to  go 
mto  an  examination  of  the  general  principles  of 
the  bill;  and  he  would  only  add — take  away  its 
prohibitions,  save  the  revenue,  and  then  encourage 
manufactures  and  reward  industry. 

Mr.  Casseoy,  of  New  Jersey,  addressed  the 
Chair  as  follows : 

Mr.  Chairman :  After  the  protracted  debate 
which  we  have  heard  on  the  subject  under  con- 
sideration of  the  Committee,  and  the  talent  and 
eloquence  which  have  been  exerted,  as  well  by 
the  friends  of  the  bill,  as  by  those  gentlemen  who 
have  considered  it  their  duty  to  opiwse  it,  I  would 
not  presume  to  intrude  my  remarss  upon  the  pa- 
tience of  the  Committee,  were  it  not  for  the  soli- 
citude which  I  acknowledo^edly  feel,  in  common 
with  ray  constituents,  in  the  fate  of  the  question 
which  is  soon  to  be  decided. 

Admonished,  however,  by  many  considerations, 
I  propose  to  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  Committee 
but  for  a  short  time.  The  policy  uf  the  bill  before 
us,  though  the  bill  itself  may  probably  be  suscep- 
tible of  some  amendment,  is,  in  my  view,  neither 
of  a  sectional  nor  partial  character,  but  national 
in  its  objects,  and  adapted  to  promote  the  welfare, 
not  of  one  class  or  interest  oi  the  community  ex- 
clusively, but  that  of  the  nation  at  large.  Were 
I  not  a  convert  to  the  truth  of  this  doctrine,  or  if 
I  could  believe,  with  some  gentlemen,  that  the 
effect  of  the  bill  would  be  to  burden  the  many  for 
the  benefit  of  the  few ;  to  depress  one  section  of 
our  country  for  the  advancement  «.f  another;  to 
aggrandize  the  manufacturing  af  the  expense  of 
the  commercial  and  agricultural  classes  of  the 
community  ;  or  to  subject  the  domain  of  the  cul- 
tivator of  the  soil  to  the  operation  of  a  direct  tax, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  manufacturer,  I  would  have 
voted  in  favor  of  the  motion  made  by  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  to  strike  out  the  enactin* 
clause  of  the  bill.  ** 

Of  all  the  employments  which  occupy  the  at- 
tention, or  exercise  the  industry  of  mankind,  that 
of  the  cultivator  of  the  soil  is  among  the  most 
honorable,  as  it  is  the  most  useful;  alfoihers  are, 
in  a  great  degree,  dependent  on  it.  It  was  the 
primeval  occupation  of  our  species,  and  is  engaged 
in  executing  the  mandate  of  Heaven  itself,  by  ex- 
tracting, with  a  laborious  and  persevering  hand, 
from  the  prolific  bosom  of  the  earth,  the  food  which 
sustains  life,  the  materials  for  our  clothing,  and 
many  of  the  principal  articles  of  commerce." 


I,  for  one,  sir,  am  unwilling  that  a  tax  should 
be  imposed  by  the  General  Government  upon  the 
lands  of  the  agriculturist,  under  any  circumstances 
but  those  of  imperious  necessity.  Had  I,  for  in- 
stance, enjoyed  the  honor  of  a  seat  in  this  House 
during  the  late  war,  carried  on,  be  it  remembered, 
at  the  expense  of  millions,  and  to  the  bankruptcy 
of  the  Treasury,  for  the  protection  of  our  com- 
merce and  seamen,  and  the  maintenance  of  our 
indispensable  rights  on  the  ocean — those  rights 
which  could  not  have  been  abandaafd  without  a 
virtual  surrender  of  the  nationa^H^pendence, 
and  that  commerce  which  would  nave  ceased  to 
be,  or  at  best  would  have  dragged  on  a  miserable 
existence,  fed,  not  supported,  by  the  crumbs  which 
might  have  fallen  from  the  table  of  our  adversary, 
if  commerce,  in  that  hour  of  her  peril,  had  been 
"  left  alone  to  regulate  herself;"  to  nerve  the  arm 
of  the  Government  on  such  an  occasion,  and  for 
such  objects,  I  would  have  voted  for  a  tax  on  the 
lands  of  the  cultivator;  but  on  no  light,  or  trivial, 
or  ordinary  occasion,  would  I  do  so. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  in  favor  of  the  bill  upon 
your  table,  and  of  course  opposed  to  every  motion 
which  seeks  to  effect  its  destruction ;   because  I 
believe  that,  while  it  would  not  injuriously  affect 
the  commerce  of  the  country,  in  which  every  class 
of  our  citizens,  whether  immediately  engaged  in 
commercial  pursuits  or  not,  is  deeply  interested, 
it  would,  at  the  same  time,  afford  protection  and 
encouragement  to  some  of  the   most  important 
branches   of  domestic   manufacturer;    those   for 
which  we  possess  an  abundance  of  the  raw  ma- 
terial, or  the  capacity  for  producing  them  to  any 
extent.      But,  more  especially,  1  am  in  favor  of 
the  bill,  because,  to  me  it  seems  manifest  that  it 
would  strongly  tend  to  relieve  the  embarrassments, 
and   promote  the  prosperity  of  that  class  which 
embraces  within  its  scope  the  great  body  of  the 
active  male  population  of  the  country,  (I  mean 
the  agriculturists,)  by  creating  a  home  market  for 
a  considerable  portion  of  the  surplus  productions 
of  the  soil,  which  the  European  nations,  at  length 
released  from  the  calamities  of  war,  can  furnish 
for   themselves,  and  which  (with  the  exception 
principally  of  rice,  cotton,   and   tobacco)   they, 
therefore,  do  not  receive  in  exchange  for  their 
fabrics,  with  which  our  markets  are  glutted  by 
them,  beyond  the  measure  of  our  ability  to  pay ; 
thus  making  us  their  debtors  to  a  fearful  amount, 
paralyzing  the  national  industry,  and  prostrating 
the  independence  of  the  country. 

The  encouragement  of  the  manufacture  of  wool 
alone,  by  some  proper  provisions,  could  not,  I  think, 
fail  to  be  beneficial  to  the  American  farmer,  by  ena- 
bling him  profitably  to  stock  his  otherwise  unpro- 
ductive waste  lands  with  sheep,  to  say  nothing  of 
the  employment  which  it,  together  with  the  encou- 
ragement of  other  of  the  more  important  branches 
of  manufactures,  would  furnish  to  many  of  our 
citizens,  now  struggling  with  want,  and  of  the 
manufacturing  skill  and  capital  which  would 
probably  be  attracted  by  them  from  countries  be- 
yond the  Atlantic.  I  cannot  agree  with  those 
gentlemen  who  entertain  the  opinion,  that  the 
considerations   which    have   h^en   urged    bv    th*» 
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friends  of  the  national  industry,  in  favor  of  the 

fkolicy  of  protecting  and  encouraging  it  by  legis- 
ative  enactments,  and  of  its  tendency  to  advance 
the  independence  of  the  country,  are  mere  idle 
declamation. 

In  one  sense  it  is  true,  sir,  we  are  already  inde- 
pendent. There  is  no  power  on  earth  that  lias 
the  right  to  control  us  but  ourselves.  Thanks  be 
to  God,  and  to  the  virtue  and  valor  of  our  fathers, 
we  no  longer  owe  allegiance  to  any  foreign  Gov- 
ernment; but,  as  free  and  independent  States, 
have  full  power  to  levy  war,  conclude  peace,  con- 
tract alliances,  establish  commerce,  and  to  do  all 
other  acts  and  things  which  independent  Slates 
may  of  right  do.  "\  et,  sir,  I  have  been  induced  to 
believe  there  is  some  soundness  in  the  position, 
that  no  nation  can  be  really  and  practically  inde- 
pendent without  the  ability  to  furnish,  from  her 
own  internal  resources,  not  every  article,  the  con- 
sumption of  which  either  habit  or  caprice  may 
have  rendered  in  a  degree  necessary  or  desirable, 
but  the  essential  articles  of  food,  of  clothing,  and 
the  means  of  defence.  It  has  been  asserted  that, 
during  the  late  war,  our  Government  was  com- 
pelled, by  the  necessity  of  our  situation,  to  be  a 
little  blind  to  the  practice  of  smuggling,  in  order 
to  obtain  the  means  of  clothing  our  gallant  sol- 
diers, who  were  engaged  in  fighting  the  battles  of 
our  country  in  the  field. 

I  readily  admit,  Mr.  Chairman,  that,  in  attempt- 
ing to  anticipate  the  effects  likely  to  result  from 
the  provisions  of  the  bill  before  us,  my  conclusions 
may  be  erroneous.  But,  having  exercised  my  best 
judgment  in  relation  to  the  probable  consequences 
of  those  provisions,  and  having  heard  the  opinions 
of  some  gentlemen,  whose  discernment  and  expe- 
rience are  entitled  to  confidence,  1  do  not  antici- 
pate that  a  diminution  of  the  revenue  will  be 
found  among  their  number,  to  induce  the  necessity 
of  resorting  to  a  system  of  direct  taxation  to  sup- 
ply the  deficiency.  When  direct  taxation  shall 
come  upon  us,  it  will  not,  I  think,  be  the  result  of 
the  provisions  of  this  bill.  On  the  contrary,  I  en- 
tertain a  confident  hope  and  belief — an  opinion,  if 
you  please — (for  it  cannot  be  ascertained  by  pre- 
cise calculation,)  that  the  revenue  will,  under  its 
operation,  be  at  least  as  great  in  amount  as  it  is 
likely  to  be  in  the  event  of  the  rejection  of  the  bill, 
and  that  the  diminution  which  might  otherwise 
ensue,  in  consequence  of  a  decreased  amount  of 
imports,  if  that  shall  be  found  among  its  effects, 
will  be  amply  supplied  by  the  increased  rates  of 
some  of  the  duties  proposed.  Not  intending  to 
detain  the  Committee  by  an  examination  of  all 
the  principal  items  of  the  bill,  with  a  view  to  their 
effect  upon  the  revenue,  I  beg  leave,  in  reference 
to  this  part  of  the  subject,  briefly  to  advert  to  one 
or  two  of  them.  Silks  are  principally  consumed 
by  the  more  wealthy  classes  of  the  community. 
The  value  of  this  article,  imported  into  the  United 
States  during  the  year  which  ended  on  the  30th 
September,  1823,  (as  appears  by  the  last  report 
from  the  Treasury  Department,  of  the  commerce 
and  navigation  of  the  United  States,)  was  up- 
wards of  six  millions  and  a  half  of  dollars.  The 
bill  proposes  an  increase  of  the  duty  on  silks,  from 


fifteen  to  twenty-five  percent,  ad  valorem;  and 
j  as  it  may,  I  think,  be  fairly  assumed  that  the  ad- 
ditional duty  of  ten  per  cent,  will  not  materially 
diminish  the  consumption,  the  revenue  will  be  ben- 
efited, and  the  burden  (if  any)  will  fall,  not  on 
the  poor,  but  on  the  more  wealthy  classes  of  the 
community.  The  same  observations  may  be  ap- 
plied to  fine  linens,  and  other  items  contained  in 
the  bill. 

If,  Mr.  Chairman,  Congress  shall  continue  to 
withhold  from  the  industry  of  this  nation  a  due 
portion  of  that  protection  which  the  most  enlight- 
ened and  prosperous  nations  of  the  European  world 
have  thrown  around  their  own,  instead  of  alarm- 
ing ourselves  at  the  spectre  of  direct  taxation,  sup- 
posed to  lie  in  ambush  behind  the  provisions  of 
this  bill,  will  it  not,  I  ask,  become  us  to  "gird  up 
our  loins,"  and  prepare  to  wield  the  burden  wiltt 
what  grace  we  can  ?  We  were  told  by  a  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  in  the  course  of  this  debate, 
that  the  estimated  amount  of  the  revenue  for  the 
current  year  is  less,  by  about  two  millions  of  dol- 
lars, than  was  the  revenue  of  the  preceding  year. 
To  what  cause  is  this  falling  off  to  be  ascrioed? 
It  cannot  well  be  attributed  to  Tariff  legislation, 
seeing  that  the  Tariff  has  not  been  revised  since 
the  year  1816.  I  know  it  has  been  ascribed  to  the 
fluctuations  of  trade,  and  we  are  told  that  the  rev- 
enue of  one  year  cannot  be  expected  to  be  pre- 
cisely the  same,  in  amount,  with  that  of  another. 
It  mav,  perhaps,  be  owing  to  this  cause,  but  I  fear 
that  the  diminution  is  chiefly  to  be  attributed  to 
a  cause  of  deeper  interest  to  us  than  the  accidental 
fluctuation  of  trade;  I  mean,  a  decreased  ability 
of  the  nation  to  pay  for  and  consume  articles  of 
foreign  production,  on  the  consumption  of  which 
the  revenue  principally  arises. 

If  the  ability  of  this  nation  to  contribute  to  the 
wants  of  the  Government,  or,  in  other  words,  to 
pay  tor  and  consume  merchandise  imported  from 
abroad,  is  gradually  lessening  under  the  operation 
of  our  present  course  of  policy,  (as  I  believe  the 
fact  to  be,)  the  revenue  which  depends  upon  con- 
sumption must  likewise  decrease ;  and  as  the  wants 
of  this,  like  those  of  every  other  Government,  are 
imperious,  and  must  be  supplied,  internal  taxation 
would  seem  to  be  the  necessary  final  consequence. 
On  the  other  hand,  if  the  wealth  and  prosperity  of 
the  nation  shall  be  increased,  by  the  encourage- 
ment of  national  industry,  (as  I  doubt  not  they 
would  be,)  her  ability  to  purchase  and  consume 
imported  commodities,  such  as  cannot  be  produced 
in  sufficient  quantities  at  home,  will  also  be  in- 
creased, to  the  advantage  of  the  revenue;  and  if 
internal  taxation,  in  any  shape,  should  then  be- 
come necessary,  in  consequence  of  extraordinary 
occurrences,  the  burden  will  be  lighter,  in  propor- 
tion to  our  increased  ability  to  endure  it. 

Is  it  not,  Mr.  Chairman,  as  deplorable  as  it  is 
true,  that  we  have  for  years  escaped  the  clutches 
of  the  tax  gatherer,  by  the  expedient  of  loans,  to 
which  we  have  been  compelled  by  our  necessities 
to  resort,  for  the  humiliating  purpose  of  enabling 
the  Government  of  this  young  and  enterprising 
nation,  occupying  a  country  on  which  nature  has 
shed  her  bounties  with  a  lavish  land,  to  defrav  its 
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expenditures;  and  that,  too,  during  a  period  of 
profound  peace,  and  when  our  military  and  naval 
force  has  been  reduced  to  the  level  of  a  peace  es- 
tablishment ? 

It  is  said  that  the  condition  of  the  country  does 
not  require  ihe  species  of  legislation  contained  in 
this  bill;  that  the  country  is  now  in  a  prosperous 
situation  ;  that  of  late  the  revenue  has  improved, 
and  is  now  in  a  flourishing  condition  ;  and  that 
there  is  a  considerable  surplus  balance  in  the 
Treasury. 

In  relation  to  the  balance  in  the  Treasury,  the 
fact  is  as  has  been  asserted.  But  have  we  sub- 
stantial reason  to  believe  that  this  state  of  things 
will  contmue  ?  Does  the  present  condition  of  the 
Treasury  afford  conclusive  evidence  of  the  gene- 
ral prosperity  of  the  country  ?  Is  it  not  true  that, 
under  a  system  like  our;-,  which  derives  its  reve- 
nue principally  from  duties  collected  on  imports 
from  abroad,  the  Treasury  may  flourish  for  a  short 
and  delusive  period,  by  the  very  means  which  are 
gradually  exhausting  the  resources,  and  under- 
mining the  prosperity  of  the  country  ? 

The  hectic  flush  that  mantles  the  cheek  of  the 
inTalid,  may  resemble  the  vivid  glow  of  health  ; 
bat  it  serves,  in  reality,  only  to  indicate  the  secret 
disease  which  corrodes  within,  and  gradually  ex- 
hausts the  vital  powers.  If,  Mr.  Chairman,  we 
improvidt-ntly  suffer  ourselves  "to  live  beyond  our 
means ;"  if  we  annually  purchase  articles  of  foreign 
production,  greater  in  amount  than  the  amount  of 
our  current  resources,  as  I  have  been  induced  to 
believe  is  the  case  with  us;  even  this  state  of 
thiags  may  endure,  perhaps,  for  a  series  of  years, 
and  for  the  time  the  Treasury  may  be  replenish- 
ed ;  but  shall  we  not,  by  such  means,  be  gradually 
exhausting  our  capital,  accumulated  in  more  pros- 
perous times,  and  sinking  into  debt?  I  think  we 
shall.  These  ills,  it  is  admitted,  may  ultimately 
find  their  own  remedy,  and  regulate  themselves; 
but  not,  I  fear,  until  we  shall  have  been  taught  the 
error  of  our  ways  in  the  school  of  dear-bought  ex- 
perience, and  suffered  under  the  lash  of  protracted 
adversity. 

I  do  not  pretend,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  be  very  con- 
versant with  the  works  of  European  writers  on 
the  subject  of  national  economy  ;  it  is  said,  how- 
ever, that  all  those  of  good  repute  among  them, 
who  have  written  within  the  last  twenty  yearsj 
have  uniformly  condemned  the  policy  proposed 
by  the  bill  upon  your  table;  and  yet,  sir,  we  know 
that,  while  the  European  nations  are  exporting  for 
our  use  the  theories  of  political  economy  recom- 
mended in  the  books  of  their  writers,  the  wise, 
the  sagacious,  the  experienced  statesmen  of  those 
very  nations,  are  practising  upon  different  princi- 
ples at  home— the  principles  involved  in  this  bill. 

Such  is  the  case  with  nations  under  almost 
every  variety  of  circumstances.  Such  is  the  case 
with  England,  posse-^sed  of  numerous  colonies, 
and  with  Prussia,  havrrfg  none.  Such  is  the  case 
with  Russia,  having,  like  ourselves,  a  sparse  pop- 
ulation, and  an  almost  boundless  extent  of  uncul- 
tivated territory,  and  fomitting  the  mention  of 
others)  such  was  the  policy  adopted  by  Spain,  at 
the  era  of  her  short-lived  political  regeneration. 


It  ha5  been  said,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  the  princi> 
pies  of  our  Government,  the  genius  of  our  institu- 
tions, and  the  character  of  our  population,  are  so 
widely  different  from  those  of  the  European  na- 
tions, that  their  example  furnishes  not  a  fit  model 
for  our  imitation.  In  relation  to  their  forms  and 
principles  of  Government;  their  wars,  generated 
by  avarice  or  ambition,  and  followed  by  their  traia 
of  never-failing  evils;  their  prodigal  expenditures 
profusely  lavished  upon  objects  unconnected  with 
the  welrare  of  the  Siute ;  I  agree  that  their  exam- 
ple is  contagious,  and  ought  studiously  to  be  shun- 
ned. But,  while  intent  on  avoiding  the  evil  it 
would  be  unwise  if  we  should  refuse  to  avail  our- 
selves of  the  lights  of  their  experience,  or  disdain 
to  imitate  them  in  the  practice  of  those  principle^ 
of  political  economy,  which  their  experience  has 
demonstrated  to  be  sound,  and  by  the  influence  of 
their  salutary  operation  at  least  greatly  instrumen- 
tal in  redeeming,  within  the  compass  of  a  com- 
paratively short  period,  the  desolating  effects  of 
the  wars  and  calamities  of  many  years.  In  this 
we  should  not  disdain  to  imitate  them.  Rome,  in 
the  plenitude  of  her  power,  when  she  stood  the 
triumphant  mistress  of  the  world,  did  not  disdain 
to  stoop  from  the  eminence  on  which  she  stood,  to 
take  lessons  in  the  arts  and  sciences,  and  Icara 
wisdom  from  the  nations  she  had  subdued. 

I  confess,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  unable  to  com- 
prehend how  It  can  happt- n,  that  the  course  which 
the  experience  of  other  nations  has  for  ages  ap- 
proved, which  has  had  at  least  a  principal  agency 
m  enabling  them  to  endure  the  enormous  burdens 

of  taxation  to  which  they  have  been  subjected 

if  not  in  conducting  them  to  power  and  wealth 

IS  to  prove  ruinous  and  destructive  to  us.  At  all 
events,  I  am  unwilling  to  abandon  the  safe  and 
beaten  path  which  the  finger  of  experience  has 
pointed  out,  to  pursue  the  theories  or  speculative 
foreign  writers,  whose  doctrines  and  opinions  are 
at  variance,  not  only  with  the  practice  of  their 
own  Governments,  but  also  with  the  principles 
inculcated  by  many,  if  not  all,  of  the  most  distin- 
guished of  our  earlier  statesmen. 

The  opinion  of  Say,  Ricardo,  Lowe,  and  others, 
having  been  arrayed  against  the  policy  of  the  bill 
before  us,  it  may  not,  perhap.s,  be  deemed  useless 
to  direct  our  attention,  for  a  few  moments,  to  the 
writings  of  American  statesmen,  whose  opinions 
we  have  been  accustomed  to  regard  with  defer- 
ence, and  who  were  possessed  of  the  important 
advantages  of  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  the 
condition  and  circumstances  of  our  country,  and 
the  genius  and  character  of  its  inhabitants.  'The 
opinion  of  Alexander  Hamilton  is  well  known  to 
have  been  decidedly  in  favor  of  the  policy  of  af- 
fording protection  and  encouragement  to  domestic 
manufactures,  and  it  will  not  be  denied,  even  by 
those  who  were  politically  opposed  to  him,  that 
he  possessed  a  most  powerful  and  discriminatinc 
mind.  * 

Wc  have  been  told  by  this  statesman,  "that 
'  the  uniform  appearance  of  an  abundant  specie, 
'  as  the  concomitant  of  a  flourishing  state  of  man- 
'  ufactures,  and  of  the  reverse,  where  they  do  not 
'  prevail,  afford  a  strong  presumption  of  their  fa- 
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'  vorable  operation  on  the  wealth  of  a  country  ;" 
that,  "not  only  the  wealth,  but  the  independence 
'  and  security  of  a  country,  appear  to  be  mate- 
'  rially  connected  with  the  prosperity  of  manufac- 

*  tures ;  and  that  every  nation,  with  a  view  to 

*  these  great  objects,  ought  to  endeavor  to  possess, 
'  within  itself,  all  the  essentials  of  national  sup- 
'  ply,  which  comprise  the  means  of  subsistence, 
'  habitation,  clothing,  and  defence."' 

I  find,  Mr.  Chairman,  in  the  works  of  the  same 
distinguished  individual,  certain  passages,  con- 
nected with  the  subject  of  the  present  discussion, 
embracing  opinions  so  strongly  verified  by  the  ex- 
perience of  this  nation,  and  so  clearly  descriptive 
of  the  advantages  which  the  friends  of  the  bill 
anticipate  as  likely  to  result  from  it,  in  favor  of  the  j 
agricultural  class  of  the  community,  that  I  beg 
leave  to  recall  them  to  the  recollection  of  the  Com- 
mittee. 

"There  appear,"  says  he,  "strong  reasons  for 
'  regarding  the  foreign  demand  for  the  surplus  of 
'  American  productions,  as  too  uncertain  a  reli- 
'  ance,  and  to  desire  a  substitute  for  it  in  a  domes- 
'  tic  market.  The  restrictive  regulations  which, 
'  m  a  foreign  market,  abridge  the  vent  for  the  in- 
'  creasing  surplus  of  our  agricultural  productions, 
'  serve  to  beget  a  desire  that  a  more  extensive  de- 
'  mand  for  that  surplus  be  created  at  home.  To 
'  secure  such  a  market,  there  is  no  other  expedient 
'  than  to  promote  manufacturing  establishmetits. 
'  Manufacturers,  who  constitute  the  most  numer- 
'  ous  class,  after  the  cultivators  of  the  land,  are, 

*  for  that  reason,  the  principal  consumers  of  the 

*  surplus  of  their  labor."  "This  idea  of  an  ex- 
'  tensive  domestic  market,  for  the  surplus  produce 
'  of  the  soil,  IS  of  the  first  consequence.  It  is,  of 
'  all  things,  that  which  mo-t  effectually  conduces 
'  to  a  flourishing  state  of  agriculture." 

Mr.  Jefferson,  in  treatingof  the  subject  of  duties 
on  foreign  productions,  and  particularly  those  of 
the  nations  who  impose  high  duties  upon,  or  ex- 
clude our  own,  has  said,  "that  such  duties,  having 

*  the  effect  of  indirect  encouragement  to  domestic 
'  manufactures  of  the  same  kind,  may  induce  the 
'  manufacturer  to  come  into  these  Stales;"  and 
that  "the  oppression  of  our  agriculture  in  foreign 

*  parts,  would  thus  be  made  the  occasion  of  reliev- 
'  ing   it  from  a  dependence  on  the  counsels  and 

*  conduct  of  others,  and  of  promoting  arts,  manu- 

*  factures,  and  population,  at  home."  "To  be  in- 
'  dependent  of  the  comforts  of  life,"  says  this  il- 
lustrious statesman,  (who  certainly  was  not  tainted 
with  British  prejudices,)  "we  must  fabricate  them 

*  ourselves.  vVe  must  now  place  the  manufacturer 
'  by  the  side  of  the  agriculturist.  Experience  has 
'  taught  me,  that  manufactures  are  as  necessary 

*  to  our  independence  as  to  our  comfort." 

The  President  of  the  United  States,  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  present  session  of  Congress,  has  ex- 
pressly recommended  "a  review  of  the  Tariff,  for 
'  the  purpose  of  affording  additional  protection  to 
'  the  articles  which  we  are  prepared  to  manufac- 
'  ture,  or  which  are  more  immediately  connected 
'  with  the  defence  and  independence  of  the  couu- 

*  try." 

In    venturing,   Mr.    Chairman    to   express   the 
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opinion  which  I  entertain,  that  it  is  the  interest  of 
the  growers  of  cotton — that  most  important  arti- 
cle of  our  produce — to  encourage  its  domestic  con- 
sumption, I  may  be  told  that  the  planters  them- 
selves, with  a  better  understanding  of  their  own 
particular  interests  than  I  perhaps  can  lay  claim 
to,  and  having  a  market  abroad,  are  averse  to  the 
policy  by  which  that  object  might  be  accomplished. 
But,  what  is  the  state  of  the  foreign  market  for 
this  staple  ?  Is  it  not  true,  that  while  the  demand 
for  it  has  increased  in  the  European  markets,  the 
price  of  American  cotton  has  declined  within  the 
course  of  a  few  years,  to  less  than  eight  pence  ster- 
liiig  a  pound  ;  and  that  a  still  further  decline  (not- 
withstanding occasional  variations  of  price)  is 
seriously  to  be  apprehended?  I  believe  the  facts 
are  so.  This  eflect,  it  is  presumed,  has  been  pro- 
duced by  the  overstocking  of  the  markets,  occa- 
sioned, in  part,  by  the  increased  amount  produced 
in  and  exported  from  our  country,  and,  in  part,  by 
the  increased  quantities  with  which  the  European 
markets  are  supplied  from  the  East  and  West  In- 
dies, from  Egypt,  and  the  Brazils.  By  a  state- 
ment said  to  be  derived  from  the  Liverpool  mer- 
chants, it  appears  that  the  imports  of  cotton  from 
the  latter  country  into  Great  Britain,  for  the  last 
six  years,  were — 
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180,157  bales. 
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245,672  bales. 
184,633 

57,183 

30,095 

19,263 

38,393 
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1818  -  -  -  . 

1819  -  -  -  -• 

1820  -  .  -  . 

1821  -  -  -  . 

1822  -  -  -  - 

1823  -  -  -  - 

The  imports  from  the  East  Indies,  during  the 
same  period,  are  staled  as  follows: 
In   1818  -        -        -        - 

1819  -   -   -   . 

1820  ...    - 

1821  -   .   .   . 

1822  -    -   -   - 

1823  -    -    -    - 

From  the  West  Indies,  Ac,  during  the  same 
period — 

In  1818  -        -        -        . 

1819  -        -        .        . 

1820  -        -        -        - 

1821  -        -        -        . 

1822  -        -        -        - 

1823  -        -        -        - 
Egypt,  under  the  auspices  of  her  present  en- 
terprising Pacha,  is   becoming  a  cotton-growing 
country.      Her  soil  and  climate  are  well  adapted 
to  its  cultivation.      By  commercial  letters  lately 
received  in  this  country,  and  published  in  our  ga- 
zettes. It  appears  that  Egyptian  cotton,  in  consid- 
siderable  quantities,  has  already  found  its  way  to 
the  European  markets,  where  it  is  said  to  becom- 
ing into  successful  competition  with  our  cottons  of 
the  Sea  Islands  and  of  New  Orleans.     One  of  the 
letters  alluded  to,  (written  from  Marseilles  to  the 
editor  of  the  Paris  Journal  du  Commerce,  and 
dated  in  December,  1823.)  holds  the  following 
language: 

"  It  is  now  four  years  since  M.  Jumel,  a  French- 
man,   conceived  the  idea   of  introduciog  the  cotton 
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plant  into  Egypt  from  Braxil.  The  experiment  com- 
pletely lucceedej.  The  Pacha  ordered  the  plants  to 
be  propagated  aa  fast  aa  possible,  and  upon  the  most 
extensive  scale.  In  the  second  year  the  culture  pro- 
duced nearly  100,000  killogramraes,  (320,000  lbs.,)  in 
the  third  year  twenty  times  as  much,  and  now,  in  the 
fourth  year,  at  the  moment  of  my  writing,  there  are 
in  the  Lazaretto  of  Marseilles  4,000  bales,  equal  to 
600,000  killogramraes,  which  are  ready  for  the  manu- 
facturer. The  Lazarettoes  of  Leghorn  and  Trieste 
contain  about  the  same  quantity  we  have  here ;  and 
letters  of  the  highest  authority  say  that  the  entire 
crop  will  exceed  5,000,000  killogramraes,  (about  40,000 
bales.)  We  can  place  no  limits  to  the  future  increase 
of  this  plant;  the  Pacha  has  it  cultivated  high  up  the 
Aile." 

*'The  quality  of  this  cotton,  which  is  of  the  long 
staple  kind,  is  excellent ;  when  it  obtains  a  little  more 
whiteness  in  color,  and  is  better  handled,  it  will  en- 
tirely supersede  Louisiana  and  Pernambuco  cottons. 
It  is  probable  that  our  manufacturers  will  give  it  the 
preference,  more  especially  on  account  of  the  low  price 
to  which  the  abundant  crops  will  reduce  it.  What 
will  be  the  elFect  of  this  upon  our  commercial  relations 
with  the  United  States?" 

It  is,  I  think,  fairly  to  be  preiumed  that  Mexico, 
and  the  vast  and  fertile  regions  which  composed 
the  late  Spanish  colonies  in  South  America,  will 
at  no  distant  period,  produce  cotton  in  great  abun- 
dance; and  that  Europe  will,  without  regard  to 
our  course  of  legislation,  receive  from  these,  and 
other  foreign  sources,  large  quotas  of  her  supply. 
The  consequence  in  relation  to  the  United  States 
is  obvious.  If,  then,  the  foreign  market  for  our 
cotton  is  deteriorating,  in  consequence  of  causes 
which  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  control,  and  which 
seem  to  partake  of  a  permanent  character,  I  ask 
the  representatives  of  the  cotton-growing  States, 
(and  I  do  so  with  all  the  diffidence  which  be- 
comes me,)  whether  it  is  not  their  true  interest  to 
lend  their  influence  in  favor  of  a  policy  which 
must  result  in  an  increased  consumption  of  the  ar- 
ticle at  home  ? 

As  to  the  present  extent  of  the  domestic  market 
for  our  cotton,  I  have  not  been  fortunate  enough 
to  obtain  a  statement,  which  i^  entirely  satisfac- 
tory to  myself.  The  quantity  used  in  our  manu- 
facturing establishments  has  been  variously  staled. 
The  annual  domestic  consumption  of  this  great 
staple  of  the  South,  may  probably  amount  to  about ' 
30,000,000.  The  town  of  Paterson,  in  New  Jer- 
sey, which  contains  twelve  cotton  mills,  and  about 
18,000  spindles,  has  manufactured  (according  to 
information  furnished  me  by  gentlemen  of  intelli- 
gence residing  there)  1,200,000  pounds  a  year,  for 

themanutaciure  of  which  the  annual  sura  of  about 
^50,000  has  been  paid  in  wages. 

In  connexion  with  this  part  of  the  subject,  I 
take  occasion  to  remark,  that,  among  the  effects 
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ich,  in  my  judgment,  are  likely  to  result  from 
the  policy  of  the  bill  before  us,  may  be  numbered 
the  acquisition  of  a  new  foreign  market  for  our 
cotton— not  a>  a  raw  material,  but  in  manufac- 
tured form,  and  that  in  regions  well  adapted,  by 
the  nature  of  their  own  .soil  and  climate,  for  its 
abundant  production.  I  mean  those  interesting 
countries  on  the  continent  of  South  America,  now 


happily  released,  by  the  achievement  of  their  in- 
dependence, from  the  domination  of  Spain  ;  and 
from  the  shackles,  for  centuries  imposed  upon  them 
by  her  jealous  policy,  which  crushed  the  spirit  of 
their  industry,  and  sought  to  confine  their  com- 
merce to  herself  alone.  These  countries  are  just 
beginning  to  breathe,  after  the  calamities  of  a  pro- 
tracted and  sanguinary  war;  the  bird  of  peace  is 
scarcely  yet  seen  to  hover  over  its  subsiding  bil- 
lows;  their  civil  institutions  are  yet  to  be  per- 
fected and  consolidated,  and  a  series  of  years  must 
necessarily  elapse  before  they  can  become,  to  any 
considerable  extent,  manufacturing  nations.  The 
principles  and  forms  of  government  which  they 
have  adopted,  are  congenial  to  our  own  ;  we  were 
the  first  to  acknowledge  their  independence,  and 
it  is  reasonable  to  presume  that  we  shall  stand 
with  them  on  the  footing  of  the  most  favored  na- 
tions, in  relation  to  commercial  intercourse. 

An  apprehension  seems  to  be  entertained  that, 
in  the  event  of  the  passage  of  the  bill,  the  manu- 
facturers will  be  enabled,  by  the  monopoly  which 
it  is  supposed  will  be  secured  to  them,  to  exact 
from  the  good  people  of  this  Union  exorbitant 
prices  for  their  productions. 

This  apprehension,  I  feel  confident,  can  never 
be  realized.  The  true  interest  and  the  policy  of 
the  manufacturers  alike  forbid  it ;  and,  if  this  were 
otherwise,  it  will  not  be  in  their  power  to  extor- 
tionate. They  are  charged  with  having  done  so 
during  the  late  war,  when  foreign  importations 
had,  in  a  great  measure,  ceased ;  but  it  cannot  be 
difficult,  I  think,  to  show  that  this  charge  had  its 
origin  in  error. 

The  price  of  an  article  will,  in  general,  depend 
upon  its  quantity  in  the  market,  compared  with  the 
extent  of  the  demand  for  it.    If,  during  the  pt^'riod 
alluded  to,  our  manufacturing  establishments  had 
been  annihilated,  the  supply  of  manufactured  ar- 
ticles would  have  been  greatly  diminished,  and 
the  prices  proportionably  enhanced;  the  domes- 
tic supply,  therefore,  operated   to  keep  the  prices 
in  check,  and  probably   benefited   the  people  of 
this   Union   to   the   amount  of   many   millions. 
Experience,  I  believe,  will  warrant  the  assertion, 
that  protection  to  the  domestic  manufacture  of  an 
article  has  generally,  if  not  invariably,  had  the 
effect  of  producing  it,  abundant  in  quantity,  im- 
proved in  quality,  and,  as  the  result  of  competition 
among  the  manufacturers  themselves,  reduced  in 
price.      As  examples  of  this  result,  the  articles  of 
coarse  cottons  and  cut  nails  have  been  frequently 
adduced.   The  article  called  plains,  or  negro  cloth, 
which  is  principally  used,  in  the  South,  may  be 
added.     The  European  article,  composed  of  wool, 
was  formerly  sold  at  seventy-five  cents  a  yard. 
The  American  manufacturer  produced  the  negro 
cloth,  of  cotton  and  wool,  and  foreign  plains  fell 
to  twenty-five  cents.     The  American  article,  su- 
perior to  the  foreign,  may,  at  this  day,  be  purchased 
(as   I  am   informed)  for  twenty-eight  cents   the 
yard,  though  the  planters  of  the  South  are  proba- 
bly in  the  habit  of  paying  a  higher  price,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  profits  accumulated  upon   it,  by 
successive  dealers,  through  whose  hands  it  passes 
to  them. 


2149 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


April,  1824. 


2150 


The  Tarif  BiU. 


H.  OP  R. 


The  growers  of  cotton  and  tobacco  have,  at  this 
time,  I  believe,  the  monopoly  of  the  domestic 
market  for  those  articles.  Not  a  spindle  nor  a 
shuttle  in  the  cotton  manufacturing  establishments 
of  the  North  can  be  put  into  operation,  without 
the  raw  material,  the  cotton  of  the  South.  Of 
this  I  do  not  complain,  nor  have  I  learned  that 
extortion  has  ever  been  practi-sed  by  the  South  in 
consequence  of  it ;  on  the  contrary,  I  rejoice  that 
our  own  country  can  furnish  our  own  supply  of 
these  important  articles;  that  we  are  not  depen- 
dent on  foreign  nations  for  them,  and  that  a  very 
numerous  and  respectable  portion  of  our  popula- 
lation  is  benefited  by  their  production. 

It  was  my  intention,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  have 
presented  other  views  of  the  subject,  and  to  have 
attempted  a  reply  to  several  of  the  charges  which 
have  been  exhibited  against  the  principles  of  the 
bill  now  '>  upon  the  country"  for  its  trial;  but  its 
more  able  advocates  who  have  preceded  me  in 
the  debate  having  rendered  the  attempt,  in  a  threat 
degree,  unnecessary,  I  will  briefly  notice  a  few  of 
them. 

It  has  been  objected  that,  by  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  we  shall  commit  a  violation  of^the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  Union,  which  we  are  bound,  by  our 
duty,  and  our  highest  interest  as  citizens,  as  well 
as   by  our  official  oaths,   to  maintain   inviolate. 
This  objection  bears  an  aspect  of  the  most  formi- 
dable character.      Its  effort   is   to  lay  the  axe  at 
once  to  the  root  of  the  bill  before  us,  and  to  effect 
not  only  its  destruction,  but,  so  long  as  the  Con- 
stitution  thall   remain   unaltered,   to  deny  to  the 
General  Government  the  power  of  protecting  the 
industry    of  the  country,    by    similar   legislative 
enactments,  at  anv  future  period.     If.  however 
this  objection  be  well  founded,  it  merits,  beyond 
all  dispute,  the  attainment  of  its  object.     The  sup- 
posed violation,  if  I  have  correctly  comprehended 
Its  nature,  is  to  consist,  not  so  much  in  overt  act 
as  in  intention.      You  may  (says  the  objection) 
constitutionally  pass  a  bill  imposing  duties  on  im- 
ports, provided  it  be  done  with  the  sole  view  and 
intention  of  raising  a  revenue;  but.  if  you  in- 
tend by  its  enactment  to   protect  and  encourage 
the  mdustry  of  the  country,  and  impose  duties 
adequate  to  the  accomplishnient  of  that  end,  the 
whole  character  of  the  act  is  changed,  arid   it 
degenerates  into  a  violation  of  the  spirit  of  the 
Constitution. 

This  mode  of  interpreting  the  Constitution,  in 
my  judgment,  has  in  it  too  much  of  subtlety  and 
refinement  to  be  just,  and  cannot  be  sustained  by 
the  provisions  of  the  instrument  itself;  these  pro- 
visions are  too  familiar  to  every  member  of  this 
Committee  to  need  a  recital.      It  is  not  the  inter 


pretation  practically  given  to  them  by  the  Con- 
gress of  1789,  which  sat  shortly  after  the  adoption 
of  the  Constitution  and  was,  if  I  mistake  not 
composed  in  part  of  the  same  distinguished  stales^ 
men  who  had  been  members  of  the  Convention 
which  gave  it  birth. 

The  preamble  of  the  act  of  Congres-s,  passed  in 
the  year  1790,  for  passing  duties  on  ^oods,  wares 
and  merchandise,  imported  into  the  United  States' 
refers  to  the  act  of  1789  on  the  same  subject,  and 


informs  us  that  the  duties  imposed  by  the  latter 
act  were  laid,  not  for  the  purpose  of  revenue  alone, 
but  "  for  the  discharge  of  the  debts  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  protection  and  encouragement  of 
domestic  manufactures."     If,  therefore,  the  con- 
struction of  the  Constitution,  contended  for  by  the 
opponents  of  the  bill,  be  correct,  the  passage  of  the 
act  of  1789,  for  the  purposes,  and  with  the  inten- 
tion which  it  distinctly  avows,  involved  in  it  a 
violation  of  the  charter  of  our  liberties,  and  we 
must  be  driven  to  a  conclusion  which  I  am  un- 
willing to  admit— that  that  venerable  Congress 
as  It  has  justly  been  termed,  did  not  comprehend 
the  true  meaning  and  construction  of  the  instru- 
ment, which  many  of  its  members  had  been  in- 
strumental in  framing. 

It  has  been  objected,  that  extensive  manufac- 
turing establishments  are  the  fruitful  nurseries  of 
vices  and  crimes  ;  that  that  portion  of  the  popula- 
tion of  a  country,  which  "  inhales  their  pestilential 
atmosphere"— I  use  the  language  which  has  been 
used  in  this  House— feeble  and  decrepit  in  body, 
and  deformed  in  mind,  are  reduced  to  the  level  of 
slaves ;  that  they  are  unfit  to  breathe  the  pure  air 
ol  freedom,  and  are  both  morally  and  physically 
incapable  of  defending  their  country  in  the  hour 
of  danger. 

This  picture  is  highly  colored,  and  would  prob- 
ably have  produced  an  impression  on  my  mind 
unfavorable  to  the  policy  of  the  bill,  had  I  not 
availed  myself  of  the  frequent  opportunities,  which 
circumstances  have  afforded,  of  seeing  and  judg- 
ing for  myself. 

How  far  the  representation  may  be  applicable 
to  the  establishments  of  other  countries,  where  the 
principles  of  freedom  do  not  prevail;  where  the 

debasing  influence  of  oppression  pervades  the  whole 
mass  of  the  population,  with  the  exception  of  the 
privileged  few;  and  where  the  people  are  bowed 
down  beneath  a  weight  of  taxation,  I  pretend  not 
to  determine;  but,  in  relation  to  the  establishment 
of  our  own  country,  so  far  as  my  observation  has 
extended,  it  is  erroneous. 

I  could  point  the  attention  of  gentlemen  to  the 
Ramapo  manufacturing  establishment  in  the  State 
of  New  York,  of  which  a  member  of  the  last  Con- 
gress is  a  part  proprietor— to  establishments  at 
Paterson,  in  New  Jersey,  and  others,  as  signal  re- 
futations of  this  objection.  Though  often  lan- 
guishing under  the  want  of  adequate  protection, 
to  my  eye  they  have  not  presented  the  loathsome 
and  disgusting  spectacle  of  disease  and  crime,  but 
the  pleasing  scene  of  well  regulated  industry. 

It  may,  perhaps,  be  true,  sir,  that  some  portion 
of  the  population,  employed  in  the  manufacturing 
establishments,  are  not  so  well  qualified  as  those 
whose  pursuits  have  rendered   them  more  hardy 
and  athletic,  to  wield  the  arms  of  the  warrior ;  but 
they  can,  and  will  perform  the  not  less  important 
and  essential  service  of  clothing  him  in  the  field. 
It  is  well  known  that  the  greater  number  of  hands 
employed  in  our  cotton  manufacturing  establish- 
ments are  women  and  children;  many  of  whom, 
doubtless,  would  otherwise  be  idle;  and  thus  be- 
come the  certain  victims  of  those  vices  which  idle- 
ness never  fails  to  generate. 
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The  objection  to  manufacturiDg  establish  meats, 
which  I   have  just  noticed,   would   apply,  with 
greater  force,  to  our  commercial  cities.    Amid  the 
vast  variety  of  advantages  which  the  nation  de- 
rives from  them,  as  the  emporiums  of  our  com- 
merce; their  numerous  institutions  for  charitable 
and  benevolent  purposes,  and  for  the  promotion 
of  science  and  the  arts;  is  it  not  true,  that  they 
are  also  the  great  theatres  of  luxury,  effeminacy, 
and  disease,  and   may  I   not  add,  of  vices  and 
crimes;  that  a  portion  of  their  population,  from 
the  nature  of  their  pursuits,  have  less  of  physical 
ability  to  bring  to  the  defence  of  the  country,  in 
the  hour  of  danger,  than  is  to  be  found  among  the 
more  hardy  and  intrepid  cultivators  of  the  soil? 
And  yet,  1  presume,  the  individual  is  hardly  to  be 
found  who  would  wish  to  check  the  growth  or 
mar  the  prosperity  of  our  cities. 

Finally,  Mr.  Chairman,  believing,  as  I  do,  that 
the  encouragement  of  domestic  manufactures  is 
our  true  policy  ;  that  it  is  even  now  required  at  our 
hands,  by  the  deliberate  wishes  and  expectations 
of  a  decided  majority  of  the  citizens  of  thi?  Union ; 
1  cannot  forego  the  hope  that  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee,  which  is  aimed  at  one 
of  the  most  important  provisions  of  the  bill,  will 
not  prevail ;  and  that  the  bill,  either  in  its  present 
form,  or  properly  modified,  without  destroying  the 
efficacy  of  its  character,  will  receive  every  neces- 
sary sanction,  and  become  a  law  of  the  land. 
When  Mr.  Cassedv  had  taken  his  seat — 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Carter,  the  Committee  rose, 
and  the  Hous^e  adjourned. 


Monday,  April  5. 

Mr.  Kent  presented  a  memorial  of  divers  in- 
habitants of  the  City  of  Washington,  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  change  proposed  to  be  made  in  the 
system  of  government  of  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, by  the  bill  now  pending  before  this  House, 
to  provide  for  the  government  of  the  District  of 
Columbia  ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  whole  House  to  which  the  said  bill  is 
committed. 

Mr.  Cobb  presented  a  memorial  and  remon- 
strance of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  State  of  Georgia  in  General  Assem- 
bly met,  upon  the  subject  of  the  execution  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States  of  the  articles  of  agree- 
ment and  cession  entered  into  between  the  United 
States  and  CJeorgia,  on  the  24th  April,  1802,  and 
asking  that  a  liberal  appropriation  may  be  made 
for  the  extinguishment  of  the  Indian  title  to  all 
the  remaining  lands  within  the  limits  of  the  State 
of  Greorgia,  and  that  Commissioners  may  be  ap- 
pointed, with  instructions,  in  every  event,  to  effect 
this  indispensable  object  by  a  proper  representa- 
tion to  the  Indian  tribes  of  the  just  claims  of 
Georgia,  the  solemn  obligations  of  the  United 
States,  and  of  the  improvement  in  their  own  con- 
dition, which  will  result  from  their  acquiescence  ; 
which  memorial  and  remonstrance  was  referred 
to  the  committee  appointed  on  the  30th  ultimo, 
on  a  Message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States  in  relation  to  the  same  subject. 


Mr.  Moore,  of  Kentucky,  presented  a  memorial 
of  the  trustees  of  the  Kentucky  institution  for  the 
tuition  of  the  deaf  and  dumb,  praying  for  aid  to 
enable  them  to  fulfil  the  objects  of  their  incorpora- 
tion, which  was  referred  to  a  select  committee  ; 
and  Mr.  Moore  of  Kentucky,  Mr.  Sterling, 
Mr.  Tyson,  Mr.  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Mr.  Blair, 
Mr.  Wickliffe,  and  Mr.  Long,  were  appointed 
said  committee. 

The  Speaker  presented  a  memorial  of  John 
Cleves  Symmes  and  Thomas  S.  Hinds,  of  New- 
port, in  Kentucky,  praying  that  provision  may  be 
made  for  occupying  the  territory  of  the  United 
Slates  lying  between  the  Rocky  Mountains  and 
the  Pacific  Ocean,  and  suggesting  the  propriety 
of  incorporating  a  company  with  the  exclusive 
right  to  trade  with  the  Indians,  as  the  best  means 
to  effect  that  object ;  which  petition  was  referred 
to  the  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  occupying  the  mouth  of  the  Colum- 
bia, or  Oregon  river. 

Mr.  Francis  Johnson,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  a  bill 
to  discontinue  certain  post  roads  and  to  establish 
others ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to-morrow. 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  made  a  report  on  the 
petition  of  Warder  and  Brothers,  accompanied  by 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of 
Fry  and  Spalding;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  McLane,  from  the  same  committee,  who 
were  instructed,  on  the  27th  of  February  last, 
'*  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  an 
appropriation  to  compensate  the  friendly  Creek 
Indians  for  property  lost  and  destroyed  during 
the  late  war,"  made  a  repwrt  adverse  to  the  mak- 
ing the  said  appropriation  ;  which  report  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  McLane,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  were  referred  the  amendments  proposed  by 
the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making 
appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  Navy  of  the 
United  States,  for  the  year  1824,"  made  a  report 
thereon,  and  the  amendments  were  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Forsyth,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
of  the  30th  ultimo,  in  relation  to  Indian  lands 
within  the  State  of  Georgia,  by  leave  of  the 
House,  reported  a  bill  making  further  appropria- 
tions for  the  extinguishment  of  the  title  of^  the 
Creek  Indians  to  lands  lying  within  the  State  of 
Georgia;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Tracy,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
inquire  what  further  legislative  provisions  are  fit 
and  necessary  to  carry  into  effect  the  provisions 
of  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  March  3d,  1817, 
entitled  ''An  act  to  amend  the  act  authorizing 
the  payment  for  property  lost,  captured,  or  de- 
stroyed by  the  enemy  while  in  the  military  service 
of  the  United  Slates,  and  for  other  purposes,  passed 
the  9th  of  April,  ISlti,"  made  a  report,  in  detail. 
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accompanied  by  a  bill  further  to  amend  the  said 
act;  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Allen,  of  Massachusetts,  called  up  the 
consideration  of  the  resolution  offered  by  him  some 
days  since,  for  fixing  the  time  of  the  adjournment 
of  this  House,  and  the  question  on  considering 
being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  the  votes  were,  yeas 
94,  nays  90.  So  the  House  agreed  to  consider 
the  resolution. 

Mr.  Allen  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  "Mon- 
day, the  third  day  of  May,  1824." 

Mr.  Too  moved,  as  an  amendment,  to  fill  the 
blank  with  the  20th  day  of  May. 

Mr.  Edwaros  adverted  to  a  fact  which  occur- 
red at  the  last  session — that,  before  the  time  of 
fixing  the  day  of  adjournment,  but  few  acts  were 
passed,  while  afterwards  a  great  many,  and  of 
the  most  important  character,  passed  the  House 
within  a  short  time. 

Mr.  Forsyth  made  some  explanations  in  reply 
to  Mr.  Edwards. 

The  debate  was  superseded  by  the  Speaker 
passing  to  the  orders  ot  the  day. 

NAVY  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  Mr.  Tomlinson  in  the  Chair,  on  the 
amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill 
making  appropriation  for  the  support  of  the  Navy. 
The  first  question  was  on  concurring  with  the 
Senate  in  striking  out  the  specification  of  the  items 
of  experiditure  of  the  fund  for  contingent  exi>enses 
of  the  Navy. 

After  some  observations  by  Mr.  McLane,  ex- 
planatory of  the  history  and  intention  of  this 
clause  of  the  bill,  the  House  resolved  to  disagree 
with  the  Senate  in  the  amendment  to  strike  out ; 
by  which  resolution,  they  retained  the  clause  of 
s|>ecificaiions,  (originally  moved  in  the  lower 
House  by  Mr.  McL.) 

The  question  beinf'  next  on  agreeing  to  the  Sen- 
ate's amendment  striking  out  the  sum  of  §180,000, 
(moved  in  the  House  by  Mr.  Cocke,)  and  rein- 
stating the  sum  of  §225,000,  (as  first  reported  by 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,) 

A  debate  occurred,  in  which  Messrs.  Forsyth, 
Randolph,  Cocke,  Warfield,  and  Floyd,  op- 
posed, and  Messrs.  McLaxe  and  Fuller  advo- 
cated the  amendment — and  the  question  being 
put,  on  disagreeing  with  the  Senate,  it  was  car- 
ried, ayes  89,  noes  62 — so  the  House  refused  to 
reinstate  the  sura  of  $225,000,  and  left  the  blank 
filled  with  S1SO,000. 

The  next,  the  question  upon  the  Senate's  sec- 
ond amendment,  which  provides  for  a  small  pur- 
chase of  land  near  the  navy  yard,  at  Charlestown, 
Massachusetts,  was  agreed  to  with  the  following 
amendment,  proposed  by  Mr.  Randolph,  viz°: 
adding  after  the  word  "purchase,"  "  by  and  with 
the  consent  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachu- 
setts." The  remaining  amendment  of  the  Senate 
was  agreed  to  without  debate— when  the  Com- 
mittee rose  and  reported  the  disagreement  of  the 

Committee  of  the  Whole  to  the  first  amendment 

its  agreement  to  the  second,  with  an  amendment 
and  its  agreement  to  the  third.  ' 


The  House  concurred  with  the  Committee,  and 
the  bill  was  returned  to  the  Senate. 
THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tod,  the  House  then  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  "to 
amend  the  several  acts  laying  duties  on  imports," 
Mr.  CoNDicT  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  IsACKs  modified  his  motion  of  Saturday, 
for  striking  out  the  minimum  on  cottons,  so  as  to 
leave  the  present  minimum  untouched,  viz :  by 
inserting  25  cents  instead  of  35  cents,  as  the  min- 
imum valuation. 

Mr.  Carter,  of  South  Carolina,  rose  and  said, 
it  was  with  much  reluctance  he  had  prevailed  on 
himself,  at  this  advanced  stage  of  the  discussion, 
to  ask  the  attention  of  the  Committee.  The  length 
of  time  that  the  proposed  measure  had  been  the 
subject  of  inquiry  and  speculation,  not  only  within 
these  walls,  but  throughout  the  nation  ;  the  great 
talent  and  research  that  have  been  exhibited  upon 
its  diversified  bearings,  have  been  such  as  to  leave 
scarcely  any  thing  "new  to  be  brought  to  the  dis- 
cussion. 

After  making  this  statement,  it  might  be  thought 
necessary  by  some  that  he  should  make  an  apology 
to  the  Committee  for  obtruding  upon  them  the  few 
remarks  which  he  proposed  to  make.  If  there 
were  any  who  entertained  such  an  opinion,  the 
only  and  the  best  excuse  which  he  could  offer  them, 
would  be  found  in  the  peculiar  importance  of  the 
subject  to  the  whole  American  people,  and  the 
special  and  vital  interests  of  the  Southern  section 
of  this  Union,  which  it  was  apprehended  would 
be  injuriously  affected  by  its  operations. 

The  space  which  the  present  bill  covers,  the 
variety  of  items  which  it  embraces,  expose  it  to 
a  multitude  of  objections  of  different  degrees  of 
force,  according  to  the  particular  provisions  which 
may  be  opposed.  And  I  confess  that  the  provision 
now  proposed  to  be  stricken  out,  is  freer  from  ob- 
jection than  some  other  provisions  of  the  bill.  But, 
as  gentlemen  who  have  supported,  as  well  as  those 
who  have  opposed  the  motion  now  before  the  Com- 
mittee, have  thought  it  a  fit  occasion  to  give  their 
general  views  of  the  policy  of  the  whole  measure, 
Mr.  C.  said  he  hoped  the  Committee  would  pardon 
him  for  imitating  their  example. 

It  is  admitted  on  all  hands  to  be  a  wise  maxim 
of  legislation,  that  no  change  ought  to  be  made 
in  any  existing  law,  unless  the  reasons  for  that 
change  be  strong,  general,  and  evident.  Whether 
such  reasons  are  to  be  found  in  support  of  the  pro- 
posed measure,  I  appeal  to  those  who  are  acquainted 
with  the  best  interests  of  this  Republic,  and  its 
present  actual  condition,  to  say.  Will  any  one 
pretend  to  assert  that  there  has  been  so  universal 
and  unequivocal  an  expression  of  public  opinion 
on  this  subject  as  to  leave  no  room  to  doubt  of  its 
being  the  nation's  will  ?  True  it  is,  sir,  that  loud 
and  importunate  complaints  have  reached  us  from 
various  quarters  of  the  country.  From  one  quar- 
ter we  hear  a  pressing  outcry  for  protection  io  the 
manufacturersof  wool,  and  for  the  encouragement 
of  the  growth  of  the  raw  material  at  home ;  from 
another  quarter  we  are  importuned  to  assist  the 
petitioners  in  their  unequal  competition  with  the 
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manufacturers  of  glass  ware  from  abroad  ;  from  a  I  may  result  from  such  legislation,  with   so  many 
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third  quarter  we  are  told  that  the  growers  and 
manufacturers  of  hemp  are  laboring  under  the 
most  unpardonable  neglect  of  Government,  and 
that,  in  consequence  ol  it,  industry  is  languishing, 
and  capital  unemployed.     Thus  ii  is,  that  all  these 
various  and  distinct  interests,  scattered  over  an 
immense  face  of  country,  are  simultaneously  put- 
ting forth  their  complaints  and  collectively  produce 
a  deep  lone  of  remonstrance.     Each  one  is  stimu- 
lated by  a  belief  that  theirs  is  a  case  of  peculiar 
hardship,  requiring   the  special   interposition  of 
Congress.     But  to  any  one  who  will  attentively 
examine  the  sources  from  which  these  complaints 
come,  the  task  cannot  be  a  difficult  one  of  ascer- 
taining the  true  weight  to  which  they  are  entitled. 
Can  any  one,  who  will  thus  examine  them,  mis- 
take them  for  the  individual  voice  of  the  whole 
American  people  fairly  and  deliberately  expressed  ? 
Are  they  not  rather  to  be  regarded  as  the  interested 
importunities  of  certain  classes  of  individuals  or 
of  sections  of  the  country,  who  are  determined  to 
make  up  for  their   deficiency  in  numbers  by  the 
loudness  of  their  complaints  ?     They  are  echoed 
by  gentlemen  who  seem  determined  to  give  the 
appearance  of  general  distress  to  the  country,  by 
the  very  generality  of  the  terms  they  use,  and  the 
urgency  with  which  they  press  them  upon  the 
public  consideration. 

The  maiim  in  legislation  to  which  I  have  be- 
fore alluded,  derives  additional  force  from  the  con- 
sideration, that,  of  all  classes  of  laws,  those  which 
interfere  with  the  industry  of  the  different  laboring 
classes  of  a  community  ought,  above  all  others,  to 
be  enacted  with  great  caution  and  circumspection. 
The  tendency  of  the  law  now  in  question  is  directly 
of  that  description.  And  whv  ought  laws  of  this 
description  to  be  ventured  upon  with  so  much 
caution  ?  Because,  past  experience,  as  well  as 
daily  observation,  leach  us  that  there  is  such  a 
multitude  of  opposite  and  contiicting  interests  to 


circumstances  admonishing  us  to  beware,  advance 
rashly  on  the  experiment  ?  And  shall  we,  with 
the  partial  evidence  of  its  necessity,  which  has 
been  shown,  boldly  hazard  the  result  ?  For  one^ 
said  Mr.  C,  however  visionary  my  fears  may  be 
on  this  subject,  I  must  confess  I  am  not  prepared 
for  such  a  trial. 

The  more,  said  Mr.  C,  I  contemplate  the  pro- 
posed measure,  the  more  sensibly  am  I  impressed 
with  its  intrinsic  difficulty.  That  there  are  cases 
of  real  hardship  existing  in  some  parts  of  the 
country,  cannot  in  candor  be  denied.  But  you 
will  look  in  vain  through  the  country  for  that 
wide-spread  and  intense  distress  of  which  some 
gentlemen  have  spoken. 

That  the  contemplated  increase  of  duties  which 
some  politicians  regard  as  the  certain  means  of 
relief,  as  a  kind  of  political  catholicon,  will  not, 
in  its  operation,  produce  in  some  parts  of  the 
country  a  greater  portion  of  alternative  misery 
than  it  will  cure  in  others,  is  what  the  friends  of 
this  measure  cannot  safely  affirm.  The  great 
difficulty  is  to  pursue  that  wise  and  middle  course, 
which,  while  it  affords  adequate  protection  to  the 
manufacturing,  does  not  cripple  or  prostrate  the 
agricultural  or  commercial  interests  of  the  coun- 
try. For,  Mr.  C.  said,  notwithstanding  his  oppo- 
sition to  the  present  measure,  he  must  be  permit- 
ted to  declare,  in  the  sincerity  of  his  heart,'and 
without  the  slightest  reservation,  that  there  is  no 
friend  to  it  who  felt  a  higher  and  jusier  pride  in 
the  prosperity  of  the  domestic  manufacturers  of 
this  country,  or  a  more  anxious  solicitude  for  their 
ultimate  complete  success  than  he  did. 

I  have  said  that  the  country,  in  some  parts  of  it, 
exhibits  cases  of  great  hardship.  It  is  due  to 
truth  and  candor  that  this  admission  should  be 
made. 

The  farmer  of  the  grain-growing  States  will 
tell  you   that  he  has   large  annual    surpluses  of 
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ealous  feeling  to  be  neutralized  by  all  such  regu-  rot  and  perish  on  his  hands.     That  it  is  to  no 
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Legislature.  In  all  such  cases,  after  a  clear  and 
imperative  necessity  has  demonstrated  the  expedi- 
ency of  doing  something,  the  extreme  difficulty 
of  doing  that  something  in  the  way  that  will  at- 
tain the  end  you  have  in  view,  without  bringin^r 
with  It  many  collateral  evils,  is  such  as  ought  to 
induce  every  wise  politician  to  hesitate  long  before 
he  acts.  The  manufacturing,  the  commercial 
and  agricultural  interests  of  every  community  are 
so  intimately  connected  and  vitally  intertwined 
that  whatever  affects  one  extends  its  effects  to  a 


autumn  finds  his  barns  filled  to  overfiowing  with 
abundance,  but  that  it  is  all  useless,  nay,  worse 
than  useless  to  him ;  for  his  well-stored  barns 
stand  continually  before  his  eyes,  as  tormenting 
memorials  of  his  own  labors  frustrated,  and  the 
bounty  of  his  fields  most  cruelly  wasted.  He  may 
represent  his  labors  as  equalling,  in  their  fertility 
and  vexatious  disappointment,  the  fabled  toils  of 
Sysiphus  himself.  The  deplorable  accuracy  of 
such  a  picture  will  not  be  disputed.  Nor  can  any 
one  turn  away  from  the  contemplation  of  such  a 
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produce  mischief  to  the  others;  and  examples  are 
to  be  found  where  regulations  designed  to  promote 
either  of  these  great  sources  of  national  as  well  as 


which  it  so  well  deserves. 

It  is  quite  natural  that  in  any  portion  of  the 
community  where  distress  is  sorely  felt,  where  the 
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disorder  and  mischief  on  the  whole  system  of  The 
industry  of  a  country.     And  shall  we  then,  sir 
with  a  full  knowledge  of  all  the  possible  evils' that 


viduals  who  experienced  this  inconvenience  should 
seize  with  avidity  upon  any  expedient  which,  by 
possibility,  among  us  various  contingent  result?. 
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might  contribute  to  their  relief.  While  they  con- 
template the  reality  and  extent  of  their  suffering, 
they  are  easily  cheated  into  a  belief  that  any  mea- 
sure, no  matter  how  illy  contrived,  may  benefit 
them.  And  how  do  the  friends  of  this  measure 
propose  to  remedy  the  evil?  The  only  plan  that 
has  been  suggested  has  been  so  to  encourage  the 
manufactures  of  the  country,  so  to  augment  the 
mechanic  labor  of  our  citizens  that  the  number  of 
artisans  should  so  considerably  multiply  and  gain 
upon  the  number  of  agriculturists,  that  we  should 
raise  up,  in  the  bosom  of  our  own  country,  a  suf- 
ficient number  of  them  to  consume  all  the  surplus 
provisions  that  the  cultivators  of  the  earth  could 
produce.  In  a  word,  that  we  must  become  our 
own  customers,  and  furnish  a  home  market  for  all 
the  superfluous  grain  which  this  wide-spread  fer- 
tile country  can  grow.  Whoever  will  consider 
the  vast  capacities  of  this  country  for  producing 
every  species  of  grain,  in  the  most  exuberant  abun"- 
dance,  and  the  vast  amount  of  mutual  labor  that 
has  been  superseded  by  modern  discoveries,  in 
labor-saving  machinery,  must  be  satisfied  that,  if 
this  result  could  ever  take  place,  it  must  be  the 
effect  of  time  alone.  Any  attempt  to  legislate 
against  nature,  and  to  hasten,  by  law,  that  which 
the  slow  progress  of  years  can  alone  effect,  would 
at  least  be  vain,  if  it  did  not  actually  retard  the 
very  object  you  professed  to  accelerate. 

Some  of  the  advocates  of  this  bill  seem  to  think 
that  it  is  only  necessary  for  Congress  to  grant  the 
protection  they  ask,  in  order  to  insure  them  im- 
mediate and  complete  success.  They  seem  to 
think  that  something  magical  is  to  spring  out  of 
an  act  of  Congress,  and  that  as  soon  as  the  seal  of 
authority  is  affixed  to  their  chartered  privileges, 
all  these  manufacturing  institutions,  which' in 
other  countries  have  required  the  lapse  of  ages  to 
bring  them  to  perfection,  are,  on  this  side  the  At- 
lantic, to  spring  instantaneously,  like  xMinerva 
from  the  brain  of  Jupiter,  into  aVull,  sudden,  and 
perfect  maturity.  Any  one  who  will  attentively 
examine  this  opinion  for  a  single  moment,  will 
not  hesitate  to  pronounce  it  a  perfect  illusion  ;  for, 
by  tracing  the  early  history  of  manufactures  in 
every  country,  it  will  be  found  that  the  want  of 
skill  in  the  application  of  the  capital  and  labor 
employed,  has  retarded  their  first  advancement; 
and  that  complete  success  has  been  attained  only 
after  years  of  disappointment  and  disastrous  expe- 
rience. 

The  same  causes,  Mr.  Chairman,  in  equal  cir- 
cumstances, produce  the  same  effects  every  where, 
and  at  all  times.  But  the  circumstances  on  which 
these  causes  operate,  produce  as  infinite  a  vari- 
ety of  modification  to  their  results,  as  it  is  pos- 
sible for  the  mind  of  man  to  imagine.  If.  then, 
such  has  been  the  progress  of  manufactures  in 
other  countries;  if  such  has  been  their  growth  in 
old  countries,  where  their  population  has  been  re- 
dundant, and  the  usual  concomitants  of  that  state 
of  things,  an  increased  cheapness  of  labor,  and  an 
increased  demand  for  the  ordinary  necessaries  of 
human  subsistence,  have  had  their  full  operation, 
what  can  we,  in  the  nature  of  things  in  this  coun- 
try, expect,  but  a  much  more  gradual  introduction 


of  them?  It  ought  not,  therefore,  to  surprise  or 
discourage  the  friends  of  domestic  manufactures, 
that,  in  the  short  historv  of  them,  which  this  coun- 
try furnishes,  some  failures  have  taken  place,  and 
that  in  comparatively  few  instances  has  their  suc- 
cess been  complete.  In  the  first  essays  of  every 
country  to  introduce  new  systems  of  employment 
for  its  citizens,  disappointment  has  always  been, 
and  must  forever  continue  to  be,  the  invariable 
concomitant  of  enterprise;  and,  in  the  United 
States,  it  may  be  unhesitatingly  affirmed,  that  the 
want  of  entire  success  in  our  manufactories  of 
every  sort,  is  to  be  attributed  to  a  vast  variety  of 
other  causes,  rather  than  to  the  sparing  protection 
of  Government. 

There  is  one  argument  against  this  measure, 
which  its  friends  are  disposed  to  treat^s  visionary, 
which,  I  am  persuaded,  if  it  be  rightly  examined,' 
will  be  found  to  deserve  serious  consideration.  It 
IS,  that  the  effect  of  the  bill  on  your  table  will  be 
to  lessen  the  revenue.  It  is  true  that  considerations 
of  this  sort  have  but  little  weight  with  some  of  the 
supporters  of  this  tariff.  It  has  been  avowed,  in 
the  course  of  the  discussion,  that,  if  its  main  ob- 
ject, the  improvement  of  manufactures,  could  be 
accomplished,  it  ought  to  be  attempted,  even  at 
the  expense  of  the  revenue.  This  is  the  great  de- 
sideratum to  which  every  thing  else  must  give 
way. 

To  that  portion  of  the  Committee  who  entertain 
this  opinion,  Mr.  C.  said  he  could  not  hope  to  urge 
any  argument  drawn  from  this  source,  with  suc- 
cess. But  he  hoped  that  such  an  opinion  was  con- 
fined to  a  small  portion  of  the  friends  of  the  bill. 
It  must  be  admitted  that,  at  this  time,  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  coarse  imported  woollens  deman^ded  by 
the  necessities  of  this  country,  were  consumed  in 
the  Southern  and  Western  States ;  and  it  is  a  re- 
mark made  by  a  very  ingenious  and  profound 
writer  on  the  nature  and  origin  of  the  public 
wealth,  (Lord  Lauderdale,)  that  Great  Britain,  be- 
ing, from  her  situation,  a  nation  peculiarly  com- 
mercial, and  having  extensive  trading  connexions 
with  almost  every  country  upon  the  face  of  the 
globe,  IS  governed,  in  the  cargoes  which  her  mer- 
chants make  up  for  distant  markets,  by  no  single 
circumstance  more  than  a  regard  to  the  distribu- 
tion of  property  to  which  the  cargo  is  sent.  The 
application  of  this  remark  to  the  Southern  and 
Western  States,  will  show,  in  the  plainest  manner, 
the  extent  of  the  demand  which  these  States  fur- 
nish for  coarse  woollen  fabrics.  The  distribution 
of  property  in  these  States  is,  for  the  most  part, 
very  unequal.  Much  the  greater  portion  of  their 
inhabitants  consists  of  the  poor  laboring  part  of  the 
community,  whose  Winter  clothing  consists  prin- 
cipally of  coarse  woollens.  When  you  add  to 
this  number  the  whole  of  the  colored  population 
spread  over  nearly  one-half  of  this  whole  Union, 
embracing  a  number  not  much,  if  any  thing,  short 
of  two  millions  of  souls,  you  have  an  amount  of 
domestic  consumption  in  this  single  article,  by  no 
means  to  be  contemned  in  the  estimate  you  make 
of  the  income  to  the  Treasury  from  foreign  im- 
ports. 

But;  it  will  be  said  that  very  object  and  desigp 
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of  the  bill  is  to  furnish  ihese  planters  with  these 
-coraraodities,  at  home,  in  the  same  abundance,  and 
on  as  cheap  terms  as  they  are  at  present  enabled 
to  purchase  them  from  abroad.  Those  who  make 
this  answer,  surely  "reckon  without  their  host." 
For,  it  must  be  evident,  that,  to  supply  the  large 
demand  which  the  Southern  and  Western  States 
•furnish,  for  coarse  woollen  fabrics,  the  manufacto- 
ries at  present  in  operation  in  this  country  are 
vrhoUy  inade((uate.  And,  sir.  if  they  be  not  so, 
this  circumstance  of  itself  furnishes  a  most  unan- 
swerable proof  that  they  are  already  in  a  suffi- 
ciently flourishing  condition,  and  need  not  any 
further  assistance  from  Government.  It  must  be 
assumed,  then,  as  undeniably  true,  that  our  own 
manufactories  are  insufficient  to  supply  the  present 
home  demaiid. 

In  still  further  answer  to  this  part  of  the  argu- 
ment, it  may  be  said,  that  the  proposed  increase  of 
duty  is  so  small,  that  it  is  idle  to  expect  that  so  tri- 
flmg  an  advance  upon  the  burden  already  imposed, 
can  produce  such  important  consequences;  and 
that  the  supply  will  still  be  adequate  to  the  wants 
of  the  country,  without  any  oppressive  increase  of 
price;  that  the  deficiency  at  home  will  still  be 
supplied  from  abroad. 

Let  us  examine  this  supposition  for  a  moment, 
in  detail,  to  see  whether  it   be  true,  or  whether 
any  the  slightest  augmentation  of  the  present  duty 
■would  not  have  the  effect  of  excluding  such  fabrics 
altogether  from  our  markets.     The  present  taxes 
with  which  they  are  burdened  to  the  purchasers, 
are  such  as  barely  to  enable  the  Southern  planters 
to  purchase  them,  for  the  purpose  of  cloth ina;  their 
slaves.     The  extreme  depression  of  their  foreign 
markets  has  produced  so  much  embarrassment  at 
home,    that    many    of    them    seriously  deliberate 
within  themselves  whether  they  had  not  better,  by 
some  exertion  of  household  economy,  manufacture 
these  fabrics  of  primary  necessity  within  them- 
selves, rather  than  purchase  them  at  their  present 
prices.     And  any  one  who  will  reflect  on  the  fa- 
cilities with    which   a   slaveholding    State    may 
occasionally    devote   their   labor    to    this    object, 
without  deducting  from  the  average  annual  prod- 
uct of  their  crop,  cannot  be  surprised  to  find  this  I 
species  of  manufacture  come  into   general   use.  ! 
How  is  it  conducted  ?    It  is  produced  with  hardly  i 
any  loss  of  field  labor.     It  is  carried  on  chiefly  by 
women,  at  seasons  when  the  inclemency  of  the  | 
weather  would  prevent  them  from  being  employed  i 
in  the  field.     And,  on  all  large  plantations,  there  j 
are  a  number  of  women  who,  from  their  skill  m  | 
this  species  of  employment,  their  bad  health,  or 
infirm  constitution,  it  would  be  found  advisable  to 
devote  altogether  to  this  species  of  labor.     Thus, 
with  a  very  trifling  loss  on  any  plantation,  and  on 
many  without  any  loss  at  all,  might  be  produced 
a  substitute  for   the  immense  amount  of  coarse 
woollens  from  abroad,  at  present  consumed  in  tne 
Southern  country.     The  same  kind  of  revolution 
would  take  place  in  the  domestic  economy  of  all 
the  poor  people.     How  can  any  one,  then,  under- 
take   to   say,   that   the  operation  of  the  present 
measure  will  not  produce  a  diminution  of  the 
revenue?  ^ 


f      But,  said  Mr.  C,  I  hear  it  repeated,  that  the 
proposed  increase  of  duty  is  so  small  an  advance 
upon  that  already  paid,  that  it  is  futile  to  expect 
I  such  eventful  consequences  from  a  cause  so  inade- 
quate; that  a  slight  improvement  in  the  price  of 
I  cotton,  of  rice,  or  of  tobacco,   will   enable  the 
'  growers  of  those  articles  still  to  consume  the?e 
;  foreign   fabrics,   without   feeling  any  additional 

burden. 
I      If  what  has  already  been  said  on  this  subject 
be  not  a  sufficient  answer  to  this  coaxin/^  dowtw. 
I  let  me,  said  Mr.  C,  inform  gentlemen,  that  the 
j  history  of  the  world  furnishes  no  example  of  the 
1  commercial  or  manufacturing  part  of  a  commu- 
j  nity  who  had  any  important  object  to  subserve  or 
I  promote,  at  the  expense  of  some  rival   interest, 
j  who  did  not  apply  themselves  to  just  such  devices 
I  as  the  present,  and  employ  the  self-same  expedi- 
I  ents  to  allay  the  fears  of  those  on  whose  interests 
they  meditated  an  attack.     Let  me  not  be  inisun- 
I  derstood.     I  do  not  mean  to  accuse  the  advocates 
j  of  this  bill  with  any  fixed,  deliberate  purpose  of 
subverting  the  interests  of  the  Southern  States. 
\  IVor  do  1  believe  that  they  have  any  wish  to  de- 
!  stroy  that  equilibrium  which  ought  to  pervade  the 
\  industry  of  every  well  regulated  Government,  so 
that,  in  the  confusion  which  might  ensue,  manu- 
factures might,   perad venture,  be  exalted   on  the 
I  ruins  of  agriculture.     I   should  be  unwilling   to 
j  believe  that  such  a  spirit  existed  in  any  portion 
of  men,  in  any  portion  of  this  country.     But,  sir, 
,  the  extreme  subtlety  with  which  such  a  spirit  op- 
!  erates,  the  insensible  influence  which    it  exerts 
j  upon  those  who  will  not  acknowledge  its  presence, 
I  and  the  thousand  insidious  forms  that  it  assumes, 
for  the  purpose  of  accomplishing  its  object,  might 
■  induce    some    gentlemen  to  look    well    to    what 
they  were  doing,  before   they  gave  this  measure 
their  sanction.     It  would,  at  any  rate,  be  butji 
poor   consolation    to  those  who  are  to   feel  the 
mischief  of  its  unequal  operation,  to  reflect,  that 
its  authors  were  actuated  by  the  most  benevolent 
intentions  ;  that  their  design  was  purely  to  benefit 
themselves,  without  any  the  remotest  intention  to 
injure  others.     If  the  evil  happens,  it  matters  not 
what  motives  gave  birth  to  it,  and  the  mere  ab- 
sence of  malignity  from  the  intention  of  those  who 
inflict  It,  can  never  mitigate  the  sufferings  of  the 
victim. 

Intimately  connected  with  its  diminution  of  the 
revenue,  may  be  considered  the  effects  of  this 
measure  upon  the  maritime  strength  of  the  coun- 
try. Its  pernicious  operation,  in  this  respect,  has 
already  been  so  ably  delineated  by  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  that,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  felt  that, 
to  enlarge  on  this  topic,  would  be  an  unwarrant- 
able trespass  on  the  Committee.  But,  it  did  ap- 
pear to  him,  that,  exactly  in  proportion  as  the 
effects  of  this  measure  would  be  injuriously  felt 
upon  our  finances,  they  would  prove  discouraging 
to  our  seamen ;  and,  shutting  our  eyes  upon  the 
immense  proportion  of  our  revenue  derived  from 
this  source,  excluding  from  our  estimate  two- thirds 
of  the  whole  national  income,  flowing  into  the 
Treasury  from  our  duties  upon  imports  and  ton- 
nage, shall  this  Government,  to  favor  a  class  of 
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individuals  who  will  not  make  the  return  of  a 
single  farthing  to  the  Treasury,  to  compensate  for 
the  sacrifice  proposed,  do  an  act,  the  ultimate  ten- 
dency of  which  will  be  to  cripple  our  maritime 
strength  ?  Every  seaman  that  you  deprive  of  his 
daily  bread,  and  every  merchantman  that  you 
send  from  your  employment,  inflicts  an  injury 
upon  the  commercial  spirit  and  naval  enterprise 
of  this  country.  And  is  this  the  opportune  junc- 
ture that  gentlemen  have  selected  to  inflict  such  a 
blow  on  the  naval  service  of  their  country  ?  Have 
they  already  forgotten  the  numerous  "  deeds  of 
noble  daring,"  and  the  gallant  achievements  that 
have  covered  our  Navy  with  a  glory  which  the 
friends  of  that  bulwark  of  our  defence,  trust,  may 
be  as  lasting  as  it  is  unquestionably  brilliant? 
Have  they,  before  the  sound  has  quite  died  upon 
their  ears,  forgotten  that  it  is  the  dying  echo  of 
that  thunder  which  reverberated  across  the  At- 
lantic, and  has  dispelled  the  invincibility  of  the 
mistress  of  the  ocean  ?  Will  they  consent  to  be 
instrumental  in  bringing  their  country  into  that 
situation  in  which  the  verdant  laurels  with  which 
their  countrymen  have  so  recently  entwined  the 
temples  of  our  naval  heroes,  will  wither  and  fade 
away?  No!  Such  questions  do  equal  injustice 
to  the  gratitude  and  magnanimous  policy  of  this 
country.  The  legislative  provisions  of  our  Gov- 
ernment speak  a  language  on  this  subject,  in 
perfect  and  delightful  harmony  with  the  undi- 
vided voice  which  is  uttered  from  Maine  to 
Florida. 

Another  danger,  to  which  the  present  measure 
would  expose  this  country,  and  one  in  which  the 
Southern  States  have  a  deep  and  vital  interest, 
would  be  the  risk  we  incur  by  this  system  of  ex- 
clusion, of  driving  Great  Britain  to  countervailing 
measures,  and  inducing  all  other  countries,  with 
whom  the  United  States  have  any  considerable 
trading  connexions,  to  resort  to  measures  of  retal- 
iation. There  are  countries  possessing  vast  capa- 
cities for  the  production  of  rice,  of  cotton,  and  of 
tobacco,  to  which  England  might  resort,  to  supply 
herself.  She  might  apply  herself  to  Brazil,  Ben- 
gal, and  Egypt,  for  her  cotton  :  to  South  America, 
as  well  as  her  colonies,  for  her  tobacco ;  and  to 
China  and  Turkey  for  her  rice.  And  is  there  any 
one,  who  knows  the  vigilance  and  jealousy  with 
which  that  nation  watches  over  her  commerce 
and  her  manufactures,  who  can  for  a  moment 
doubt,  that  any  measures  adopted  by  this  country, 
extending  to  either  of  them,  would  arouse  her 
spirit,  and  induce  her  to  retaliate  ina  manner  that 
we  should  the  most  sensibly  feel  ? 

The  merchants  and  ship-owners,  who  at  present 
contribute  so  largely  to  the  amount  of  our  Trea- 
sury receipts,  ought  not,  without  great  delibera- 
tion, to  be  placed  under  heavy  burdens.  The 
nature  of  the  occupation  of  this  portion  of  our 
fellow-citizens  and  the  theatre  of  their  enterprise 
are  such  as  to  exclude  them  from  their  full  share 
of  the  sympathies  of  their  countrymen.  While 
the  spirit  of  adventure  carries  them  to  distant  lat- 
itudes, and  exposes  them  to  all  the  perils  of  the 
deep,  they  are  rarely,  if  ever,  brought  to  mind  by 
their  friends  and  acquaintances  at  home. 


"Their  march  ia  on  the  mountain  wave, 
Their  home  is  on  the  deep." 

While  far  removed  from  the  scenes  of  our  daily 
intercourse,  from  their  families  and  firesides,  they, 
under  an  angry  sky,  buffet  the  rude  storms  of 
Winter,  and  hazard  their  lives  for  the  treasures  of 
other  climes,  which  they  bring  to  their  native 
shores,  the  mass  of  their  fellow-citizens  are  safe  in 
the  pursuit  of  less  hazardous  occupations  at  home, 
and  never  dream  of  the  frightful  dangers  that  sur- 
round them. 

If,  at  any  time,  equinoctial  storms  bring  fear 
and  anxiety  to  the  breasts  of  any,  it  is  to  but  two 
classes  of  our  people.  The  one  of  them  is  com- 
posed of  individuals  whose  losses,  by  such  visita- 
tions of  Providence,  may  be  estimated  in  dollars 
and  cents.  The  other  is  composed  of  humbler 
sufferers,  who,  when  the  spirit  of  the  storm  is 
wailing  around  their  dwelling,  are  disquieted,  not 
for  their  ownsakes,  but  for  the  safety  of  him  whose 
enterprise  feeds  them  with  their  daily  bread,  and 
whose  sole  dependence  on  him  may,  with  him,  be 
whelmed  in  one  common  ruin  "  in  the  deep  bosom 
of  the  ocean."  These  anxieties  are  intense,  but 
they  scarcely  ever  transcend  the  small  but  sacred 
circle  of  the  family  fireside.  They  are  unknown 
and  unfelt  by  the  great  mass  of  the  community. 

We  ought,  under  existing  circumstances,  to  look 
with  an  equal,  if  not  with  a  jealous  and  parental 
eye,  upon  the  claim  which  this  classof  our  people 
has  upon  the  regard  and  protection  of  their  Gov- 
ernment. That  prayer  which  its  divine  Author 
intended  for  the  guidance  of  all  mankind,  and 
which  says,  "  Lead  us  not  into  temptation,"  ought 
not  to  be  overlooked  in  what  we  propose  to  do  in 
reference  to  this  class  of  our  citizens.  They 
ought  not  to  be  placed  in  that  situation  in  whicn 
they  should  be  tempted  to  lead  themselves  to  the 
practice  of  smuggling.  We  ought  to  touch  with 
exceeding  great  caution  the  interests  of  that  por- 
tion of  the  community  who,  from  the  immense 
contributions  they  have  already  made,  and  from 
the  enormous  exactions  which  are  now  yearly  and 
monthly  made  of  them,  have  no  reason  to  suppose 
that  they  enjoy  a  monopoly  of  the  public  favor  of 
this  country.  Let  us  beware  how  we  adopt  a 
measure  which,  in  reference  to  the  whole  of  this 
enterprising  class  of  our  citizens,  and  to  nearly 
one  half  of  all  this  Union,  may  emphatically  be 
said  to  be  against  public  opinion.  We  all  know 
the  lamentable  consequences  which  flow  from  a 
measure  which  thus  violates  public  sentiment ; 
which  arrays,  on  the  one  side,  our  long  settled 
habits,  affections,  judgments,and  prejudices,  if  you 
please,  against  what,  on  the  other?  Nothing 
more  nor  less  than  your  isolated,  unsupported^ 
parchment  law  !  Experience  as  well  as  reason 
point  to  the  introduction  of  the  profligate  practice 
of  smuggling,  and  the  general  demoralizing  effects 
of  It  on  the  mercantile  community,  as  the  two- 
fold mischief  which  may  be  expected  to  be  realized 
in  this  country,  as  the  first  fruits  of  this  project. 
And  let  no  one  pretend  to  say,  that  the  extent  to 
which  the  practiceof  smuggling  may  be  introduced, 
will  not  be  such  as  will  be  seriously  felt  on  our 
finances.      Remember    the   strong   feelings   and 
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cherished  interests  which  the  passage  of  this  law 
will  violate.  Recollect  that  those  feelings  are 
deep  rooted,  because  they  spriug  up  in  the  minds 
of  those  who  entertain  them  from  a  consciousness 
that  they  have  already  contributed  more  than 
their  proportionate  share  towards  bearing  the  pub- 
lic burdens.  And,  sir,  when  all  these  things  are 
considered,  let  it  not  excite  the  wonder  of  any  one 
if  many  of  our  merchants,  believing  their  rights 
to  be  disregarded,  and  acting  under  the  impulse 
of  exasperated  feeling,  and  a  sense  of  justice  de- 
nied them,  should  not  weigh,  with  the  most  scru- 
pulous nicety,  the  morality  or  immorality  of  the 
means  they  employed  to  pursue  their  accustomed 
trade  and  enrich  themselves. 

The  history  of  this  country  shows  that  the  mer- 
cantile part  of  it  are  not  deficient  in  that  sagacity 
and  foresight  which  have  immemorially  distin- 
guished men  of  the  same  pursuit,  in  every  part  of 
the  world.  We  know  that  thejr  calculate  the 
mischief  of  a  measure  which  affects  them  by  the 
rules  of  a  very  different  arithmetic  from  that  which 
gives  to  them  the  list  of  balances  on  their  ledger, 
and  ascertains  for  them  the  amount  of  their  prof- 
its. They  look  to  the  principle  of  every  thing, 
and  scan  with  a  jealous  eye  the  unborn  mischief 
which  Its  operations  may  bring  forth.  While  yet 
every  thing  presents  the  exterior  of  calm  and  of 
quietness,  they,  with  a  keenness  of  vision  little 
short  of  the  spirit  of  prophecy,  penetrate  into  the 
future,  and  survey,  with  a  solicitude  which  their 
magnitude  could  alone  inspire,  all  the  accumu- 
lated and  monstrous  evils  of  actual  undiso-uised 
oppression.  ° 

The  fate  which  present  appearances  authorize 
us  to  believe  may  await  this  measure,  ought  to 
induce  its  friends  to  urge  it  with  great  ca^ution. 
The  geographical  line  which  separates  its  friends 
from  its  enemies,  shows  that,  in  a  large  portion 
of  this  country,  there  is  but  one  opinion  on  this 
subject.     That  opinion  has  been  very  distinctly 
expressed.     Ought  not  this  circumstance  to  make 
the  Committee  pause  before  they  lend  the  sanc- 
tion of  law  to  a  measure  which  would,  as  to  this 
Dortion  of  the  Union,  be  registered  on  our  statute 
book  as  a  dead  letter  ?     The  demoralizing  effects 
of  a  law  which  would  thus  remain  perj)etually  a 
memorial  of  its  own  impotence,  ou^ht,  above  all 
others,  in  this  country,  to  be  carefully  avoided. 
In  this  Republic,  where  the  representative  system 
seems  destined  to  give  a  practical  refutation  to 
all  the  calumnies  which  disappointed  politicians 
in  other  parts  of  the  world  have  lavished  upon  it 
and   where   every    measure   which    receives   the 
sanction  of  law  ought  to  be  just,  equal,  and  effi- 
cient in  Its  operation,  there  ought  not  to  be  found 
a  single  statute  whose  operation  was  paralyzed 
by  the  public  opinion  which  it  outraged 

Mr.  C.  said  that  all  that  he  had  thus  far  said, 
was  against  the  spirit  and  in  opposition  to  the  ab- 
stract policy  of  the  bill,  without  looking  to  what 
was  proposed  to  be  done  in  detail.  Indeed^  so  much 
had  been  already  said  on  the  various  items  of  the 
bill,  that  he  would  not  take  up  the  time  of  the 
Committee  with  any  analysis  of  it.  Mr.  C.  wished 
tbat,  by  thib  nearer  view  of  the  subject— that  by 


tracing  the  probable  operation  of  the  different  pro- 
visions of  the  bill — he  could  discover  any  thing 
which  would  quiet  the  apprehensions  of  that  por- 
tion of  the  country  from  which  he  came.  A  closer 
and  more  steadfast  inspection  of  its  contents  was 
not  at  all  calculated  to  dispel  the  alarm  it  had 
excited.  It  looks  with  an  angry  aspect  to  the 
South.  All  that  this  portion  of  the  country  caa 
expect  from  its  operation,  will  be  punishment  and 
unrequited  suffering. 

If,  Mr.  Chairman,  a  stranger,  wholly  unac- 
quainted with  the  operations  of  our  Grovernment, 
alike  ignorant  of  the  history  and  of  the  policy  of 
this  country,  could  by  accident  be  a  listener  to 
the  present  debate,  he  would  conclude  that  the 
manufacturing  industry  of  this  country  (if  indeed 
any  could  be  supposed  to  remain  in  it)  was,  if  not 
most  cruelly  persecuted,  at  least  most  shamefully 
neglected  by  the  Government;  and  that  starva- 
tion and  bankruptcy  were  threatening  thousands 
of  our  people,  without  the  possibility  of  their  es- 
cape, except  through  the  slow  and  grudging  aid 
of  legislative  interference  ;  and  that,  while  this 
unhappy  portion  of  our  citizens  were  thus  strug- 
gling with  poverty  and  neglect,  the  Government 
was  most  unwisely  and  unjustly  lavishing  every 
species  of  munificence  on  the  residue  of  its  citi- 
zens. How  would  this  conclusion  coincide  with 
the  fact  ?  How  would  such  a  person  be  aston- 
ished to  learn  that  the  very  men  who  are  now 
venting  their  complaints  against  the  illiberality  of 
Government,  are  the  very  men  who,  from  time  to 
time,  in  the  short  period  of  our  history,  have 
received  protection  to  the  full  amount  of  their  de- 
mands ?  And  many  manufacturing  capitalists 
are  now  receiving  from  their  capital,  where  that 
capital  has  been  managed  with  ordinary  care  and 
skill,  profits  far  exceeding  the  most  profitable  ag- 
ricultural capital  of  the  country. 

Yes,  the  plain  truth  is,  that  this  Government 
is  unjustly  charged  with  a  want  of  liberality  to- 
wards the  manufacturing  part  of  the  community. 
For  the  protection  of  such  manufactures  as  it  is 
essentially  the  interest  of  it  to  promote  and  en- 
courage, the  duties  are  already  sufficiently  hicrh. 

Upwards  of  thirty  years  ago,  a  distinguished 
statesnian  of  this  country,  (Mr.  Hamilton,)  whose 
views,  in  relation  to  its  finances,  were  never  thought 
to  be  chargeable  with  a  want  of  energy,  recom- 
mended a  tariff  of  duties  averaging  from  seven  to 
eight  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  as  being  in  his  opinion, 
abundantly  sufficient  to  protect  our  domestic  man- 
ufactures, and  to  draw  lorth  and  energize  all  the 
internal  resources  of  the  country  ;  and  whoever 
will  consider,  for  a  moment,  the  immense  natural 
advantages  which  this  country  presents  for  such 
manufactures,  abounding  as  it  does  in  every  variety 
of  soil,  in  every  variety  of  mineral,  and  of  ores,  in 
every  variety  of  water  power,  to  be  applied  either 
to  the  purposes  of  transportation,  or  to  be  used  for 
propelling  machinery,  cannot  feel  the  least  wonder 
hat  such  a  protection  should,  at  that  time,  have 
been  thought  abundantly  adequate.  And  has  the 
American  Government  listened  to  the  wise  coun- 
sels ol  this  distinguished  member  of  her  cabinet? 
It  has.     And  has  fulfilled,  to  the  fullest  extent,  his 
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recommendation.     The  duties  that  have  been  im- 
posed, from  time  to  time,  since  the  period  of  his  I 
advice,  have  more  than  trebled  what  he  recom- 1 
mended.    And  I  repeat  it,  said  Mr.  C,  that  who- 1 
ever  will  consider  for  himself  the  exuberant  redun- 1 
dance  with  which  this  country  produces  all  the  I 
raw    materials  that    can    com{>ose  our    domestic  ' 
manufactures  of  every  kind — whoever  will  cast  i 
his  eye  at  the  same  time  upon  the  map  and  upon  j 
the  tariff  of  the  United  Slates,  and  contemplate  [ 
the  immense  distance  which  separates  us  from  all  j 
foreign  competition,  must  inevitably  come  to  the  I 
conclusion,  that,  if  our  manufactories  have  not  ' 
already  arrived  to  that  degree  of  perfection  which 
their  most  sanguine   friends   could  desire,  their 
backwardness  is  to  be  imputed  to  very  different 
causes,  from  the  want  of  protection. 

A  nearer  view  of  our  manufacturing  establish- 
ments themselves,  will  conduct  us  to  the  same 
conclusion.  What  is  their  present  condition  ? 
Mr.  C.  said  he  would  not  pretend,  (as  he  lacked 
the  necessary  information,)  to  go  into  a  minute  and 
detailed  history  of  the  manufactures  of  this  coun- 
try. But  a  brief  outline  of  some  of  the  most  prom- 
inent of  them  would  convince  any  unprejudiced 
mind  that  the  ^-epeated  complaints  that  had  been 
heard  on  this  subject,  were  destitute  of  any  foun- 
dation. 

The  manufacture  of  iron,  in  many  departments 
of  it,  has  been  already  attended  with  complete 
success.  Many  utensils  of  great  and  general  use, 
made  of  this  material,  have  long  since  acquired 
their  utmost  degree  of  perfection.  The  history 
of  many  of  these  manufactures  shows  that  their 
success  has  not  depended  on  extravagant  legisla- 
tive protection.  For,  sir,  long  before  the  protect- 
ing duty,  designed  for  their  encouragement,  had 
reached  its  utmost  limit,  the  ingenuity  of  the 
American  artist  had  outstripped  the  bounty  of  his 
Government,  and  reached  perfection. 

The  manufacture  of  cotton  goods  in  the  East- 
ern Slates  has  been  attended  with  a  success  which 
has  surpassed  the  expectations  of  the  most  sanguine 
friends  of  domestic  manufactures.  Wherever  com-  j 
mon  prudence  and  skill  have  been  exercised,  cap- 
italists who  have  embarked  in  this  business  have  I 
derived  an  annual  profit  from  their  investments,  i 
averaging  from  fifteen   to    twenty  per  cent.     In  j 
some  establishments  their  occasional  profits  have  ! 
considerably  exceeded  that   rale.     Already  have  | 
their  fabrics  become  an  article  of  export  to  foreign  I 
markets.     If  these  facts  be  not  regarded  as  a  suf-  ' 
ficienl  evidence  of  the  prosperity  of  this  branch  of 
American  manufactures,  Mr.  C.  said  he  was  at  a 
loss  to  know  what  proof  gentlemen  would  ask.     If 
such  profits  be  not  sufficient  to  satisfy  their  desires. 
Congress  might  exhaust  in  vain  the  treasury  of 
the  nation  to  glut  their  cupidity. 

Our  manufactures  of  glass  ware  have  succeeded. 
Large  establishments  lor  this  manufacture  are  now 
in  prosperous  operation  at  Boston,  New  York,  and 
Pittsburg.  Besides  these,  there  are  many  minor 
factories  scattered  through  the  Northern  and  East- 
ern States,  of  whose  profits  and  situation  I  cannot 
speak. 

Our  woollen  factories,  although  they  have  not 


been  crowned  with  the  same  success  that  has  at- 
tended the  cotton  factories,  have  yet  come  far  .short 
of  encountering  an  entire  failure.  Their  progress 
will  bear  flattering  comparison  with  the  incipient 
stage  of  similar  manufactures  in  other  countries. 
And  some  explanation  may  be  given  to  the  uneasi- 
ness and  discontent  which  this  portion  of  our 
manufacturers  have  manifested,  by  calling  to  mind 
the  fact  that  they  have  been  reared  up,  and  have  had 
their  day  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  their  more 
fortunate  and  flourishing  sister  factories  of  cotton. 
Incorporated,  as  they  are,  with  each  other,  in  point 
of  location,  it  is  quite  natural  that  the  daily  con- 
templation of  the  superior  success  of  the  one,  should 
fill  the  other  with  murmuring  and  despondency. 
But  the  actual  intrinsic  condition  of  the  manufac- 
ture itself,  ought  not  to  be  taken  as  the  entire 
cause  of  the  complaints  we  hear.  Permit  me, 
said  Mr.  C.  to  read,  for  the  information  of  the 
Committee,  a  statement  of  the  manufacture  of 
flannel  in  this  country,  which  has  met  my  eye 
during  this  discussion. 

[Here  Mr.  C.  read  from  a  newspaper,  showing 
the  progress  of  the  flannel  manufactories  in  Boston 
and  its  vicinity.] 

Nothing  in  this  short  review  of  the  condition  of 
our  manufactures  can  more  conclusively  show 
that  they  are  not  in  a  languishing  condition,  than, 
that  many  of  them  are  receiving  the  high  profits 
which  have  been  mentioned.  And  while  it  shows 
the  fact  that  their  condition  is  not  a  languishing 
one,  it  does  not  the  less  unanswerably  show  that 
their  progress  must,  in  this  country,  as  it  has  been 
in  all  others,  be  gradual.  For,  notwithstanding 
the  acknowledged  profit  which  some  of  our  man- 
ufactories yield,  we  see  that  capital  is  slowly  vested 
in  them.  Since  it  is  the  nature  of  capital,  as  well 
as  of  industry,  to  seek  their  most  profitable  occu- 
pation, how  can  this  apparent  phenomenon  be  ac- 
counted for  ?  Unquestionably,  it  is  to  be  traced 
to  no  other  cause  than  to  the  situation  of  the  coun- 
try. The  habits  of  our  people  have  received  a  dif- 
ferent direction.  Their  industry  has  found  employ- 
ments in  channels  that  are  more  accordant  to  their 
genius.  And  as  long  as  these  causes  continue  to 
operate,  it  is  in  vain  to  expect  to  legislate  our  man- 
ufactures into  a  premature  unnatural  prosperity. 
You  cannot  by  legislative  enactments,  outstrip  the 
course  of  events.  You  cannot  even  attempt  it, 
without  running  the  risk  of  doing  more  injury 
than  benefit,  to  the  interest  you  would  promote. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  in  the  present  outcry 
which  is  made  for  protection  against  the  ruinous 
effects  of  foreign  competition,  that  the  interests  of 
large  moneyed  capitalists  is  distinctly  to  be  traced. 
Amidst  the  general  swell  of  complaint  with  which 
we  are  assailed  their  voice  is  plainly  to  be  heard. 
While  they  are  besieging  Congress  with  their  im- 
portunities, the  laboring  crowds  which  fill  their 
maufacturing  houses  are  working  on  in  silence 
and  contentment.  They  are  not  to  be  benefited 
by  the  bounty  which  is  asked.  The  wages  of  this 
numerous  class  of  our  citizens  are  not  to  receive  a 
proportionate  increase.  They  are  still  to  remain 
the  humble  but  productive  instruments  of  pam- 
pering the  pride  and  augmenting  the  wealth  of 
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their  lordly  and  avaricious  masters.  Thus,  the 
evident  and  direct  tendency  of  this  measure  is  to 
confer  upon  moneyed  capital  unequal  advantages, 
and  to  raise  up,  in  the  bosom  of  our  country,  where 
we  have  so  long  boasted  of  our  equal  rights  and 
privileges,  and  of  the  unsophisticated  simplicity  of 
our  manners,  a  haughty,  dominant  spirit  of  aris- 
tocracy. Of  the  effects  of  such  a  spirit,  Mr.  C. 
said,  it  was  needless  that  he  should  speak  to  such 
an  assembly.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that,  in  no  coun- 
try has  it  ever  appeared  without  changing  and  dis- 
figuring the  face  of  society.  And  there  is  no  coun- 
try under  the  sun  where  its  first  appearance  should 
be  more  earnestly  deprecated  and  carefully  avoided 
than  in  our  own. 

Some  gentlemen  still  believe,  that,  notwith- 
standing the  complaints  that  are  beard  from  the 
South,  that  the  present  pressure  of  the  times  is 
most  sorely  experienced  in  the  Northern  Slates. 
This  is  a  matter  of  evidence,  and  can  be  deter- 
mined only  by  observation.  Let  any  one  who  en- 
tertains such  .m  opinion  traverse  for  himself  the 
extensive  fertile  regions  of  New  York.  Let  him 
behold  the  diversified  and  thriving  industry  of  her 
population  ;  her  commerce  externally  and  inter- 
nally flourishing  ;  her  agriculture  abundant;  her 
villages,  which  have  recently  sprung  up,  as  if  by 
magic,  in  thick  profusion,  through  all  her  borders 


filled  with  "the  busy  hum  of  active  men;''  her 
laborious  and  contented  yeomanry,  scattered  over  a 
thousand  hills,  and  cultivating  innumerable  farms, 
which  they  have  reclaimed  but  yesterday  from  the 
wilderness — all  bound  together,  cheered  and  ani- 
mated by  a  canal,  whose  extensive  and  increasing 
benefits  can  be  efjualled  only  by  the  splendor  of 
the  public  spirit  which  has'  achieved   it.     And, 
when  he  has  surveyed  this  happy  portion  of  his 
country,   progressing   eastward,   let    him    behold 
the  patient  and  systematic  industry  of  New  Eng- 
land, content  with  the  certain  annual  rewards  of 
her  toils,  growing  rich  under  the  combined  op- 
eration of  a  lucrative  foreign  commerce  and  im- 
proved domestic  manufactures.    And  when  he  has 
finished  this  survey,  let  him  turn   his  eyes  to  the 
South,  and  see  if  he  can  avoid   being  struck  with 
the  contrast  which  all  this  region  presents  to  that 
which  I  have  just  now  sketched.     In  the  South 
the  prostration  of  their  foreign  markets  has  spread 
oyer  the  face  of  the  country  a  general,  pervading 
gloom.     In  all  that  region  which  stretches  itself 
from  the  shores  of  the  Potomac  to  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico,  where  all  the  arts  of  civilized  life  once 
triumphed,  the  arm  of  industry  is  now  paralyzed 
Large  and  ample  estates,  once  the  seats  of  opu- 
lence, which  supported  their  proprietors  in  afflu- 
ence and  comfort,  are  now  thrown  out  to  waste 
and  decay.     And  this  is  the  country  (will  gentle- 
men believe  it  while  it  is  uttered  V)  which  it  is 
sought  to  make  tributary  to  that  which,  if  not  al- 
ready abundantly  prosperous,  is  at  least  exempt 
from  that  general  distress  which  presses  upon  the 
South!  ^ 

The  truth  is.  Mr.  Chairman,  after  all  that  has 
been  said  on  this  subject,  there  are  no  rules  which 
can   be  derived  from  the  history  of  other  nations  i 
m  regard  to  the  policy  of  encouraging  any  speci- 


fic sort  of  industry  which  can  have  any  correct 
application  in  ours.  In  the  first  place,  the  organ- 
ization of  our  Government,  and  the  materials  of 
our  society,  are  essentially  different  from  theirs. 
In  the  second  place,  the  abundance  and  cheapness 
of  our  lands  must,  for  a  long  series  of^  years  to 
come,  render  the  habits  and  pursuits  of  our  citi- 
zens essentially  agricultural.  While  such  fields 
for  speculation  and  enterprise  are  open  in  the 
West,  the  tide  of  emigration  must  continue  to  set 
in  that  direction.  And  there  is  no  circumstance 
which  can  be  adduced  more  clearly  to  show  the 
natural  bias  of  the  human  mind  to  agricultural 
pursuits  than  that,  ever  since  the  settlement  of 
the  Western  country,  it  has  operated  as  a  constant 
annual  drain  upon  the  population  of  the  Atlantic 
States. 

Why  is  it,  sir,  since  the  cotton  factories  of  New 
England  have  got  into  successful  operation,  and 
offer  such  strong  temptations  to  avarice,  that  we 
find  no  emigrant  from  the  South  going  thither  to 
embark  his  fortunes  in  any  of  them  ?  The  answer 
IS  to  be  found  in  the  condition  of  our  country,  and 
the  character  of  our  people.  The  present  genera- 
tion must  pass  away  before  such  a  spectacle  will 
be  witnessed  in  this  country.  Ju%t  as  soon,  said 
Mr.  C.,  would  he  expect  to  see  an  aboriginal  in- 
habitant coming  from  beyond  the  mountains,  de- 
serting his  native  wilderness,  and  seeking  his  hap- 
piness amidst  all  the  splendid  accommodations 
and  luxurious  habits  of  civilized  life. 

Mr.  C.  said,   he  would  say  nothing  about  the 
demoralizing  effects  of  a  general   introduction  of 
the  manufacturing  system.    For,  notwithstanding 
he  believed  it  fairly  exposed  to  this  objection,  he 
had  great  consolation  in  believing  that,  whenever 
this  mischief  was  seriously  to  be  apprehended,  it 
presupposed  so  extensive  an  introduction  of  the 
system  already  made,  that  he  could  not  think  there 
was  much  cause  for  alarm  from  this  quarter.  The 
objection  would  gather  strength  as  the  manufac- 
tories of  the  country  became  multiplied  and  en- 
larged.    He  was  not  afraid  that  the  passage  of 
the    bill   would    suddenly   convert  the  people  of 
this    country    so    much    to    manufactures    that 
their   morals   would    be    ruined.      We   are    yet 
hardly  removed   from  our  starting  point   in   the 
great   orbit    we  are    destined    to   describe;    and 
nothing    could    be    more   idle    than    to    suppose 
that  any  vote  which  we  may  give  on   the  ques- 
tion   before    us   would    have   such    a   transform- 
ing effect  upon  the  character  of  the  American 
people.     Ages  must  yet  pa.ss  away  before  we  can 
expect  to  see  a  Manchester  or  a  Birmingham  on 
this  side  the  Atlantic,  except  they  be  scattered 
at  great  distances  from  each  other. 

Another  objection,  which  is  entitled  to  great 
weight  in  determining  this  question,  is  the  ten- 
dency of  the  policy  which  dictates  it  to  perpetu- 
ate Itself.  When  you  have  once  yielded  to  it, 
you  are  under  a  moral  necessity  for  continuing  it. 
Such  has  been  the  result  of  the  experiment  wher- 
ever It  has  been  made.  This  year,  one  class  of 
your  citizens  present  themselves  before  you,  and 
appeal  to  you  for  protection.  You  hear  them, 
and  grant  their  request.     The  second  year,  ano- 
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ther  class,  observing  the  listening  ear  which  Gov- 
ernment lends  to  such  applications,  are  encour- 
aged to  prefer  their  claims.  They  succeed,  and 
obtain  the  passage  of  a  law  for  their  special  bene- 
fit. The  third  year  opens  the  way  for  still  a  third 
class,  who  fortify  themselves  on  equally  strong 
ground,  and  make  their  appeal  to  your  justice  or 
your  liberality  with  equal  success.  Thus,  all  these 
laws,  from  their  peculiar  nature,  being  designed 
to  operate  upon  improper  subjects,  produce  con- 
sequences which  were  at  first  wholly  unforeseen. 
These  unexpected  consequences,  in  their  turn,  beget 
the  necessity  of  new  legislative  enactments.  In  this 
way  you  progress  to  an  indefinite  length,  filling 
up  your  statute  book  with  explanatory,  supple- 
mental, and  amendatory  acts,  until  you  literally 
lose  yourself  in  a  maze  of  legislation. 

Conduct  like  this  has  no  just  parallel,  except  in 
that  of  a  man  who.se  disordered  health  has  been 
produced  by  the  indiscreet  use  of  remedies  whose 
frequent  repetition  has  established  their  dominion 
over  him,  and  while  they  impose  upon  him  the 
necessity  of  a  ceaseless  routine  of  medicine,  ren- 
der it  perfectly  certain  that  his  health  can  never 
be  entirely  restored. 

This  is  a  policy  unbecoming  the  destinies  of 
our  rising  and  spreading  Republic.  I  do  not,  said 
Mr.  C,  wish  to  see  this  country,  by  this  kind  of 
political  quackery,  enervating  and  destroying  all 
the  wholesome  and  natural  energies  of  her  physi- 
cal constitution.  I  am  unwilling  to  &ee  her  taking 
such  uncommon  pains  to  superinduce  upon  her- 
self, before  their  time,  all  the  infirmities  of  old 
age.  Such  artificial  stimulants  as  the  present 
only  suit  the  decline  of  life. 

Our  situation  is  a  peculiar  one.  It  involves  us 
in  high  responsibilities.  In  every  step  we  lake,  in 
the  development  of  our  future  destinies,  we  should 
ponder  with  the  utmost  caution  and  most  solemn  de- 
liberation. We  are  under  obligations  of  the  most 
sacred  character,  not  only  to  the  present  genera- 
tion, who  are  looking  from  every  quarter  of  this 
Union,  with  the  utmost  solicitude,  to  the  issue  of 
our  present  deliberations,  but  to  unborn  millions 
who  will  yet  live  to  experience  the  fruits  of  this 
measure. 

Let  the  course  of  policy  we  adopt  be  what  it 
may,  we  ought  not  to  look  with  too  steadfast  an 
eye  upon  the  history  of  any  other  nation.  We 
ought  not,  especially,  to  gaze  with  too  partial  a 
fondness  on  the  example  of  Great  Britain.  That 
nation,  it  is  true,  has  extended  the  most  munificent 
encouragement  to  the  mechanic  arts,  and  has  fos- 
tered, with  peculiar  favor,  her  manufactures;  and 
she  has,  also,  enjoyed  more  than  her  proportion- 
ate share  of  wealth  and  fame  in  the  great  family 
of  nations.  But  it  does  not,  by  any  means,  follow, 
as  some  gentlemen  seem  to  imagine,  that  the  last 
has  been  the  result  of  the  former.  If  we  are  to  de- 
rive any  instruction  from  the  example  of  Great 
Britain,  on  this  subject,  it  is,  that  we  should  inter- 
fere as  little  as  posi-ible  with  the  industry  and  pur- 
suits of  our  citizens.  At  a  period  when  her  most 
sa^cious  statesmen,  as  well  as  her  most  approved 
writers  upon  political  economy,  unite  in  expressing 
their  regret  at  the  extent  to  which  that  nation  has 


embarrassed  herself  with  such  regulations,  shall 
we  shut  our  eyes  upon  the  lesson  which  her  ex- 
ample teaches?  Such  regulations  were  never 
adopted  by  Great  Britain  through  choice.  The 
rivalry  and  jealousy  of  neighboring  States  forced 
her  to  their  adoption.  And,  because  she  has  been 
wise  and  adroit  enough  to  make  a  virtue  of  ne- 
cessity, and  to  turn  to  the  best  account  the  very 
disadvantages  with  which  she  had  to  contend, 
shall  we,  with  the  vain  hope  that,  peradventure, 
equal  good  fortune  may  await  us,  blindly  imitate 
her  example?  I  cannot  believe  that  any  gentle* 
men  are  disposed  to  indulge  themselves  in  such 
hazardous  speculations  on  the  future  welfare  of 
their  country. 

There  is  another  peculiarity  in  our  situation. 
We  have,  in  the  same  hemisphere  with  ourselves, 
embryo  republics  springing  into  political  being. 
There  are,  in  South  America,  materials,  in  soil 
and  population,  for  great  and  extensive  States. 
They  are  rising  into  political  being  at  a  period  of 
the  world  peculiarly  auspicious  for  the  formation 
of  wise  governmental  institutions.  Their  import- 
ance has  already  attracted  the  eyes  of  the  civil- 
ized world.  The  immense  advantages  which  may 
grow  out  of  their  future  trading  connexion,  have 
already  excited  the  jealousy  of  certain  European 
Powers.  And,  while  our  near  neighbors  are  es- 
teemed of  so  much  value  in  the  commercial  alli- 
ance they  may  form  with  nations  almost  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  globe  from  them,  shall  we,  in 
their  immediate  vicinitv,  remain  indifferent  to  the 
influence  they  may  exeu  upon  our  future  destiny  ? 
These  circumstances  ought  rather  to  incline  us  to 
a  favorable  consideration  of  the  friendly  and  com- 
mercial connexions  which  may,  hereafter,  subsist 
between  us. 

In  taking  an  enlarged  view  of  the  situation  of 
our  country,  and  of  the  policy  to  which  it  ought 
to  direct  us,  it  ought  not  to  be  forgotten  that  we 
are  surrounded  on  all  sides  by  the  ocean.  Look 
to  what  quarter  of  the  horizon  you  will,  and 
your  eye  meets  an  immeasurable  waste  of  waters. 
What  ought  this  circumstance  to  intimate  to  the 
statesman,  who,  like  the  immortal  Edmund  Burke, 
believed  that  the  situation  of  every  nation,  like 
that  of  every  individual,  ought  to  be  the  preceptor 
of  their  duty?  Would  he  not  infer  from  it  that 
the  same  munificent  Providence  that  had  blessed 
our  happy  country  with  such  unexampled  abund- 
ance at  home,  had  thrown  around  us  this  circum- 
ambient world  of  waters  to  invite  us  to  transport 
the  fruits  of  our  soil  to  every  region  of  the  earth  ? 
Yes  sir,  it  is  our  duty  to  beware  how  we  fetter  and 
restrain  the  spirit  of  commerce.  That,  if  possible 
ought  to  be  left  free  as  the  wind  of  heaven  that 
wafts  it  on  the  bosom  of  the  deep.  Let  us  take 
heed  how  we  legislate  our  wharves,  which  are 
now  populous  and  cheerful,  into  silent  but  impres- 
sive monuments  of  the  commerce  that  has  deserted 
them.  Mr.  C.  said,  he  did  not  wish  to  see  the  flag 
of  American  commerce  floating  to  the  idle  wind 
in  our  harbors.  He  wanted  to  see  it  visiting 
ocean's  furthest  shore,  and  returning  home  with 
the  fruits,  the  treasures,  and  the  riches  of  every 
clime.    He  wanted  to  see  it  extending  its  peaceful 
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conquest  over  every  sea.  and  as  much  respected  in 
every  quarter  of  the  globe,  for  the  skill  of  our  sai- 
lors and  the  enterprise  of  our  merchants,  as  it  con- 
fessedly is  for  the  heroism  which  so  lately  defended 
It  m  war.     Trophies,  won  in  this  way,  will  con- 
tribute largely  to  the  happiness,  the  wealth,  and 
the  power  of  this  country.     And,  although  they 
mav  not  hold  up,  in  such  a  bright  relief,  a  few 
ambitious  spirits  who  thirst  for  military  conquest, 
will,  when  they  are  collected  together  by  the  future 
historian,  constitute  the  most  emphatic  eulogium 
which  can  be  pronounced  upon  the  wisdora*that 
has  guided  the  councils  of  this  nation. 
W  hen  Mr.  Carter  had  concluded— 
The  question  being  put  on  Mr.  IsACKd'  amend- 
ment,  was   decided   in   the    negative aves   72 

noes  96.  =  /  > 

Mr.  Gazlay  moved  to  report  the  bill  as  amend- 
ed, but  before  the  question  was  taken,  Mr.  Mc- 
KiM  offered  an  amendment  laying  a  duty  on  cer- 
tain articles  of  morocco  leather.  The  amend- 
ment was  rejected,  only  40  rising  in  its  favor. 

Mr.  Clark,  of  New  York,  then  moved  to 
amend  the  duty  on  iron,  by  reducing  it  from  one 
dollar  and  twelve  cents  to  ninety  cents.  A  mo- 
tion was  made  to  rise—ayes  87,  noes  96. 

Mr.  Clark  then  supported  his  motion  by  a 
speech,  but  gave  way,  at  half-past  4  o'clock,  for  a 
motion  to  rise. 

The  Committee  rose  accordingly,  and  the  House 
adjourned. 


Tuesday,  April  6. 

Mr.  Cocke  from  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
lairs,  to  whom  was  recommitted  a  bill  "  for  the 
appointment  of  two  assistant  Indian  agents  "  re- 
ported the  same  with  amendments.         "        ' 

Mr.  C.  explained  the  amendments,  with  the 
arcumsiances  which  had  led  to  their'  insertion  : 
when  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading  to-morrow. 

xMr.  Ra.nkin,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  lec^al 
representatives  of  Firman  Le  Sieur,"  reported  The 
same  without  amendment,  and  it  was  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.RANKiN,fromihesamecommittee,  to  which 
was  referred,  on  the  29th  ultimo,  a  memorial  of 
inhabitants  of  St.  Augustine,  reported  a  bill  to  ' 
authorize  the  Territory  of  Florida  to  open  a  cana° 
ihrough  the  public  lands,   to  unite  the  river  St 
John's  with  the  Bay  of  St.  Augustine;   which 

.r^'whl  '»'''  ''^^  ^^'""''"^d  to  a  Comtiittee  of 
he  whole  House  to  which  is  committed  the  bill 
0  authorize  the  State  of  Indiana  to  open  a  cana 

through  the  pubHc  lands,  to  connect  The  navi^- 

non  of  the  rivers  Wabash  and  the  Miami  of  LaYe 

£irie. 

theVab^l-nr''"  '."''^  '^'  following  resolution  on 
the  table  for  consideration  to-morrow,  viz  * 

i?«o/ty<  That  the  President  of  the  United  State, 
be  requested  to  cau.e  to  be  submitted  to  thi.  Houra 

hZZV.,'  v'-^:T'  P"'^^*-»  of  real  e.t.t    in 
behalf  of  the  Lnited  State.,   within    the    territorial 


limiu  of  any  State,  since  the  4th   day  of  July,  1776, 
in  pursuance  of  any  act  of  Congress,  or  by  any  de- 
partment or  officer  of  the  General   Government,   de- 
noting  in   each  case  the  particular    authority   under 
which  each  purchase  was  made,  its  date,  and  the  end 
or  use  for  which  it  was  effected ;  the  nature   of  the 
estate  thereby  acquired,  and  the  person  or  persons  by 
whom,  and  to  whom,  such  estate  was  conveyed,  togeth- 
er with  the  fact  whether  such  purchase  was  or  was  not 
accompanied   with   the  eipress  consent  of  the  State 
of  whose  territory  such  real  estate  constituted  a  part , 
and,  in  the  former  case,  whether  any,  and  if  any,  whatl 
special  jurisdiction    accompanied   the  cession  or  con- 
veyance. 

The  resolution  offered  heretofore  by  Mr.  Allex 
of  Massachusetts,  fixing  a  time  for  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  House  being  taken  up ;  after  some 
observations  from  Messrs.  Tod  and  Edwards,  of 
^orth  Carolina,  it  was  laid  on  the  table— veas  93 
noes  68.  ^  ' 

Mr.  Randolph  gave  notice,  that,  having  been 
prevented,  by  indisposition,  from  calling  up  his 
resolution  respecting  an  alteration  in  the  compen- 
sation of  members  of  this  House,  he  should  call 
up  the  same  on  Saturday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Va.nce,  of  Ohio,  a  committee 
was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
graiiting  relief  to  such  persons,  purchasers  of  the 
public  lands,  lying  between  Ludlow's  and  Roberts' 
lines,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  as  are  liable  to  be 
evicted  from  the  same,  on  the  principles  of  a  de- 
cision of  the  Supreme  Court  of^the  United  States 
made  at  their  last  term,  in  the  case  of  Doddridge 
against  Wright  and  others,  and  the  committee 
had  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise.      Mr 
Vance,  Mr.  Rankin,  Mr.  Lathrop,  Mr.  Beech- 
ER,  Mr.  Hayden,  Mr.  Archer,  and  xMr.  Saun- 
ders, were  appointed  a  committee  pursuant  to  the 
said  resolution. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Saunders,  the  Committee 
ot  Claims  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  pro- 
priety ot  allowing  William  Cleftan  compensaiion 
J  lor  certain  losses  sustained  by  him  in  consequence 
i  of  the  impressment  of  his  wagon  and  team  for 
the  transportation  of  a  part  of  the  North  Carolina 
militia  to  Norfolk  during  the  late  war. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Blrleigh,  the  Committee  of 
VVays  and  Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  extending  the  laws  now  in  force 
giving  a  bounty  to  vessels  of  certain  descriptions 
employed  m  the  cod  fishery,  to  vessels  of  the  same 
description  employed  in  the  mackerel  fishery 

A  inessage  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hou«e 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  VIZ  :  » 

Ut.  An  act  to  provide  for  the  extinguishment 
of  the  debt  due  to  the  United  States  by  the  pur- 
chasers of  the  public  lands  ;  * 

2d  An  act  to  change  the  terms  of  the  circuit 
atid  district  courts  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
State  of  Ohio,  and  one  of  the  terras  of  the  circuit 
court  in  the  district  of  Kentucky  ; 
^  3d.  An  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled 
An  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  '  An 
act  lor  the  relief  of  persons  imprisoned  for  debt  ;•' 
in  which  bills  the  Senate  ask  the  concurrence  of 
the  House. 
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The  said  bills  were,  respectively,  read  twice, 
and  referred,  the  first  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands;  the  second  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary ;  the  third  to  the  same  committee. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 
The  House  then  again  went  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  several  acts 
laying  duties  upon  imports. 

Mr.  Clark,  of  New  York,  had  moved  to  reduce 
the  duty  on  iron  from  one  dollar  and  twelve  cents 
to  ninety  cents  per  hundred  weight. 

In  supjiort  of  this  amendment,  he  said,  that 
after  the  very  protracted  debate  on  this  bill,  it 
could  not  be  expected  he  would  trespass  on  the 
patience  of  the  Committee  by  goin<y  very  fully 
into  the  discussion  of  the  subject.  Indeed,  said 
he,  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Web- 
ster,) by  the  very  able  manner  in  which  he  has 
dwell  upon  this  particular  part  of  it,  has  left  little 
more  to  be  said.  I  believe,  sir,  most  firmly,  that 
no  additional  duty  ought  to  be  laid  on  iron;  but, 
since  the  Committee  have  decided  against  strikino^ 
It  out  altogether,  I  have  thought  proper  to  try 
their  opinion  on  a  moderate  increase,  one  which 
will  be  less  burdensome  and  oppressive  on  the  in- 
dustry of  the  country.  1  do  not  doubt  that  manu- 
facturers of  this  article,  who  have  good  ore  near 
navigable  waters,  and  other  conveniences  for  car- 
rying on  their  business,  can,  with  proper  economy 
make  it  profitable  and  productive  under  the  pres- 
ent rates  of  duties.  And  if  others  cannot,  it  is 
because  they  have  not  those  advantages,  or  do  not 
observe  the  same  economy.  I  have,  sir,  a  state- 
ment m  my  possession,  which  I  received  from  a 
respectable  source,  giving,  in  detail,  all  the  items 
of  expense  in  making  a  ton  of  iron.  This  state- 
ment I  believe  to  be  sufficiently  correct,  and  to 
contain  at  least  as  high  rates  of  labor,  dec,  as  the 
present  prices. 

From  this  statement,  sir,  it  appears  that  no 
branch  of  business  in  our  country  is  carried  on 
with  more  profit  to  those  engaged  in  it,  (I  mean 
of  the  description  I  have  mentioned.)  nor  with 
more  certainty  of  success;  and  any  further  pro- 
tection would  only  be  giving  them  enormous 
profits.  [Mr.  C.  here  read  the  detailed  statement, 
by  which  it  appeared  that  the  expense  of  making 
a  ton  of  iron  was  only  ^63  60.1  From  the  price 
current,  it  appears  the  price  of  this  article,  now 
in  our  market,  is  from  $81  to  883  a  ton.  So  that 
the  profits,  at  this  rate,  are  from  S17  40  to  §19  40 
a  ton.  Here,  sir,  i.s  an  ample  profit,  and  one  that 
otters  better  encouragement  than  almost  any  other 
branch  of  business  in  the  country.  I  am  aware, 
sir,  that  this  will  not  apply  to  more  than  one-third 
of  our  iron  factories—that  the  others  labor  under 
disadvantages  of  various  kinds,  and  probably  even 
with  the  proposed  duty  would  find  no  protection. 
Increase  your  duties,  sir,  so  as  to  shut  out  all  im- 
ported iron  from  the  country,  and  those  who  now 
really  require  the  protection,  would  find  them- 
selves undersold  in  the  market  by  their  more  for- 
tunate competitors,  and  would  as  much  need  pro- 
tection against  them  as  the  importers. 
But,  sir,  if  all  these  considerations  were  ob- 


viated, and  none  of  the  objections  I  have  enume- 
rated existed,  1  should  still  be  opposed  to  this  duty 
from  other  considerations.  I  would  oppose  bur- 
dening this  article  with  heavy  duties,  because 
such  a  measure  would  be  at  war  with  the  general 
objects  of  the  bill. 

What  is  that  object,  sir  ?     It  is  the  encourage- 
ment of  the  agricultural  and  manufacturing  in- 
terests of  the  country.     This  bill  proposes  to  Toad 
with  additional  duties  one  of  the  staple  necessa- 
ries of  both  these  emplyments.     ifou  also  profess, 
by  this  bill,  to  give  encouragement  and  employ- 
nient  to  industry.     By  stopping  the  importation 
of  it,  you  drive  a  large  portion  of  the  navigating 
interest  from  their  usual  and  accustomed  habits 
of  industry  ;  you  subject  them  to  poverty  and  ul- 
timate ruin  ;  you  increase  the  price  of  a  necessary- 
material  of  nearly  every  manufacturer  and  every 
artisan  ;  and,  what  is  more  than  all,  you  are  load- 
ing the  farmers  of  the  country  with  exactions 

exactions  which  will  bear  upon  and  oppress  them 
heavily. 

Sir,  I  have  said  I  would  not  advance,  with  this 
bill,  a  single  step  beyond  what  I  believed  to  be  for 
the  interest  of  him  who  cultivates  the  soil ;  I  still 
adhere  rigidly  to  my  determination  ;  and  nothing 
shall  drive  me  from  it.  I  vote  for  an  increase  of 
duty  on  woollen  goods,  because  I  believe  it  will 
make  a  market  for  wool ;  on  molasses,  because,  as 
the  importation  of  it  is  diminished,  its  place  will 
be  supplied  with  grain  for  distillation.  But,  when 
you  propose  a  tax  on  this  article,  which  will  bear 
so  heavily  upon  the  farmer,  and  do  so  much  to 
empty  his  pockets,  I  shall  use  my  feeble  efforts 


against  it. 


But,  we  have  been  told,  in  the  course  of  this 
debate,  that  we  must  compel  ourselves  to  make 
this  article  at  home,  in  time  of  peace,  because,  m 
time  of  war,  our  commerce  will  be  driven  from 
the  ocean,  and  our  harbors  locked  up  by  the  enemy. 
This  case,  so  extreme,  so  improbable,  and  unlikely 
to  happen,  may,  in  the  course  of  the  strange 
vicissitudes  that  visit  nation.-?,  ultimately  be  real- 
ized. But,  sir,  when  such  an  event  occurs,  I  trust 
the  want  of  this  article  will  be  among  the  most 
tolerable  of  our  sufferings. 

Should  we  go  to  war  with  Russia,  we  could 
procure  it  from  Sweden  and  all  the  rest  of  Eu- 
rope. If  with  England,  or  Sweden,  we  could  ob- 
tain it  from  Russia.  Should  our  vessels  be  swept 
from  the  ocean,  still,  however,  it  would  be  brought 
to  our  Dorts  with  but  a  trifling  increase  of  price. 

Sir,  I  have  made  all  the  inquiry  in  my  power, 
and  I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  that  there 
are  more  than  from  five  to  six  hundred  of  these 
factories  in  the  United  States.  These  are  prob- 
ably owned  by  from  five  to  eight  hundred  indi- 
viduals. It  is  for  these  individuals  we  are  called 
upon  to  lay  a  burden  on  more  than  ten  millions 
of  people;  to  drive  twenty  times  their  numbers 
from  their  favorite  pursuit,  and  involve  thousands 
in  ruin.  I  exhort  gentlemen  to  pause  and  reflect 
before  they  lake  this  broad  step  in  the  maze  of 
inconsistency. 

Let  me  not  be  told,  that  we  are  furnishing  em- 
ployment for  %  great  mass  of  our  citizens  in  car- 
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rying  on  each  of  these  factories ;  for  every  one 
who  has  had  any  knowledge  of  this  business  must 
know,  that  their  condition  is  not  bettered  by  their 
employment.  The  workmen  around  them  are 
generally  the  least  enlightened,  the  most  poor  and 
degraded  of  any  in  our  country.  The  employ- 
ment of  most  of  them  is  to  cut  down  and  make 
waste  of  timber,  which,  in  many  cat>es,  is  seri- 
ously to  the  detriment  of  the  country  around 
them. 

Sir,  in  every  point  of  view  I  have  been  able  to 
look  at  this  subject,  I  have  arrived  at  the  same 
conclusion.     It  will  operate  at;  an  unjust  and  op- 

&ressive  burden,  from  which  you  will   ultimately 
e  compelled  to  recede. 

Mr,  Tod,  of  Pennsylvania,  in  reply  to  Mr. 
Clark,  said  he  had  flattered  himself  that  one  te- 
dious debate,  and  one  decision  upon  this  item 
of  iron,  would  have  been  sufficient,  at  any  rate, 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  I  do  not  complain, 
but  1  must  say  that  the  disappointment  is  extreme- 
ly mortifying,  by  a  friend  of  the  bill  renewing  a 
question  in  substance  once  settled — renewing  it  at 
this  lime,  when  it  is  evident  that  delay  is  destruc- 
tion ;  and  renewing  it  in  such  a  manner — for  I 
think  the  gentleman  from  New  York  made  his 
motion,  and,  as  soon  as  he  rose  to  support  it, 
moved  for  the  Committee  to  rise.  The  Commit- 
tee refused.  In  a  very  few  minutes  after,  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  gives  way,  yields  the 
floor  to  another  member,  to  renew  the  motion  for 
the  Committee  to  rise,  which  motion  succeeded, 
and  brings  us  to  the  second  day  of  the  second  de- 
bate, on  a  single  item  of  a  bill  which  has  been  be- 
fore us  now  almost  three  months,  and  a  decision 
upon  which  seems  to  be  protracted  to  a  length, 
perhaps  unexampled  in  this  or  any  other  country. 
Mr.  Tod  said,  I  blame  no  one,  nor  pretend  to 
any  right  to  dictate  to  any  member  what  course 
he  shall  pursue;  yet  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  will  excuse  me  for  saying,  that,  dismayed 
as  I  am  at  the  time  and  manner  of  his  renewing 
this  discussion,  I  am  still  more  dismayed  at  his 
ar^uraeiits.  From  our  opponents,  I  can  hear  any 
thing  without  emotion  ;  but  the  reasons  given  by 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  strike  me  with  a 
chill  which  I  will  not  attempt  to  dissemble.  The 
gentleman  from  New  York  supposes  that  only  six 
or  seven  hundred  iron  masters  are  to  be  benefited  by 
this  duty.  If  he  is  right  in  that,  then  it  would  be 
true,  that  only  the  merchants  are  benefited  by 
trade  and  navigation.  But  it  must  be  a  total  mis- 
Uke — the  whole  agricultural  interest  of  our  coun- 
try is  directly  interested.  The  40,000  tons  of 
iron  which  we  import,  the  two  millions  of  dollars 
which  we  pay  for  it,  only  deprive  our  people  of  a 
market  to  that  amount  for  their  grain,  beef,  and 
pork,  which  articles,  those  governments  which 
send  us  their  iron  will  not  suffer  their  people  to 
touch,  coming  from  us.  Our  opponents  admit, 
that  domestic  industry  ou^ht  to  be  protected  when 
we  are  ripe  for  it,  as  the  phrase  is.  Now.  iron  we 
are  not  only  ripe  for,  but,  some  years  ago,  actual- 
ly were  in  the  way  of  fabricating,  to  the  full 
amount  of  our  own  consumption.  One  object  of 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  appears  to  be,  to 


mend  the  morals  of  our  people  by  importing  from 
Europe.  To  the  workers  in  iron  he  has  applied 
the  epithets  of  poor  and  degraded.  As  to  their 
poverty,  it  may  be  true  enough.  How  can  it  be 
otherwise  when  their  business  is  so  reduced,  and 
they  cut  out  of  three-fourths  of  it  by  foreign  im- 
portations ?  "  Degraded  "  is  a  term  not  applica- 
ble to  such  men.  To  be  sure,  there  are  many 
professions  and  occupations  which  appear  more 
neat  and  genteel ;  they  have  leather  aprons  and 
blacked  faces ;  but  a  great  majority  of  them  are 
not  only  laborious,  but  frugal  and  careful ;  and 
those  who  are  thoughtless  and  imprudent,  are  yet 
almost  invariably  honest  and  manly.  They  love 
their  country.  Theirs  is  a  robust  and  hard  busi- 
ness; there  is  nothing  in  it  degrading  to  body  or 
mind.  Sir,  it  has  been  said  in  this  debate,  some 
months  ago,  or  in  some  other,  I  forget  when — for 
there  is  one  thing  peculiarly  lucky  in  this  tariff 
discussion,  that  every  thing  said  will  bear  repeal- 
ing at  least  thrice,  and  still,  with  all  the  advantage 
and  grace  of  noveliv,  having  been  forgotten  from 
length  of  lime — it  has  been  said,  or  might  have 
been  said,  that  the  iron  workmen  of  Sweden, 
when  nobles,  and  gentry,  and  farmers,  and  mer- 
chants and  seamen,  had  submitted  to  foreign  domi- 
nation, collected  together,  and  saved  tkeir  coun- 
try. Il  is  notorious  that,  during  the  gloomiest 
times  of  the  late  war,  and  afterward.^  until  Gov- 
ernment thought  fit  to  abolish  the  internal  duties, 
there  was  no  resource  in  our  nation  for  men  and 
money,  superior  to  that  of  the  iron  works  in  the 
ioterior.  If  supported  and  protected,  they  will 
add  more  real  strength  and  wealth  to  our  country, 
than  the  cultivation  here  of  all  the  cotton  raised 
on  this  continent,  and  Egypt  and  Bengal  put  to- 
gether, could  possibly  do;  lor  this  work  is  carried 
on  by  free  labor,  that  by  slaves.  Before  he  sat 
down,  Mr.  T.  said,  he  wished  to  relieve  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York,  rMr.  Clark,)  from  his 
anxiety  lest  the  iron  works  should  consume  all 
the  wood  ;  true,  they  do  cut  the  wood  from  the 
hills ;  but  equally  true  il  is,  that  the  wood  invari- 
ably springs  up  again,  and  is  ready  for  another 
cutting  every  twelve  or  fifteen  years. 

Mr.  Clark  replied  to  Mr.  Tod,  He  said,  as  to 
the  fears  and  dismay  expressed  by  the  honorable 
chairman,  he  could  only  say,  it  was  unnecessary 
for  him  to  have  disclosed  them  to  the  Committee 
at  this  lime,  since  he  was  sure  no  gentleman  would 
be  turned  from  his  course  by  such  disclosure.  In- 
deed, sir,  I  am  not  legislating,  at  this  time,  for  the 
purpose  of  pleasing  that  gentleman.  No,  sir;  1 
shall  vote  and  act  without  reference  to  his  opin- 
ions. II  the  gentleman  supposes  his  appointment 
as  chairman  entitles  him  to  direct  all  the  friends 
of  the  bill  in  the  course  they  are  to  pursue  in  its 
deUils,  he  is  mistaken  so  far  as  relates  tome. 
True,  sir,  I  am  in  favor  of  a  revision  of  the  tariff; 
but  it  does  not,  therefore,  follow  that  1  am  bound 
to  support  the  whole  of  every  provision  the  gen- 
tleman has  chosen  to  insert  in  the  bill.  If  that 
gentleman  considers  himself  a  sort  of  drill  ser- 
geant, to  manoeuvre  the  friends  of  the  tariff,  I,  for 
one,  must  b<g  to  be  excused  from  his  discipline. 
Why,  sir,  all  this  complaint  about  the  time  I  have 
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.  taken  to  introduce  this  amendment  ?  Are  the 
Committee  to  be  told  at  what  time  they  shall  stop 
amending  the  bill  ?  I,  for  one,  cannot  recognise 
his  right  to  such  dictation. 

But,  says  the  gentleman,  we  have  arrived  at  the 
second  day  of  the  second  debate  on  this  amend- 
ment. What  then,  sir  ?  Is  this  such  an  appall- 
ing fact  as  to  shake  the  gentleman's  nerves? 
SureW,  the  case  is  no  anomaly  in  legislation. 
The  Committee  decided,  on  a  former  motion,  that 
they  would  not  strike  out  the  whole  of  the  pro- 
posed increase ;  but  does  it  follow  that  they  will  not 
reduce  it?  Sir,  it  was  not  until  I  learned  that  a 
number  of  its  friends  were  anxious  for  this  reduc- 
tion that  I  proposed  it.  Indeed,  sir,  the  decision 
of  the  question  on  striking  out  the  whole  was  not 
very  satisfactory  to  me.  More  than  seventy  mem- 
bers were  out  of  the  House,  and  the  majority 
small.  The  result,  however,  will  show  whether  I 
am  correct. 

The  only  answer  I  have  to  give  to  the  gentle- 
man's statement,  that  ''two  millions  of  specie  are 
annually  exported  to  pay  for  iron,"  is,  to  point 
him  to  the  Treasury  report  of  imports,  exports, 
and  tonnage,  of  the  United  States,  where  he  may 
learn  that,  in  the  preceding  year,  less  than  thirty- 
three  thousand  tons  of  iron  have  been  imported 
from  all  the  world.  That  nearly  all  of  ii  was 
brought  from  Russia  and  Sweden,  and  not  a  dol- 
lar of  specie  has  been  exported  to  either  of  those 
countries.  On  examination,  he  may  also  learn 
that  no  money  is  carried  from  this  country  to  pay 
for  iron,  but  that  it  is  always  purchased  with  such 
articles  as  we  can  easily  spare,  and  such  as  we 
ought  to  dispose  of.  Sir,  I  said  yesterday,  and  I 
say  again  to-day,  that,  as  far  as  my  observations 
have  extended,  the  persons  in  the  employ  of  iron 
masters,  and  their  families,  are  less  enlightened, 
more  poor,  and  unhappy,  than  any  oiher^class  of 
citizens  among  us;  that  this  is  the  most  undesir- 
able of  any  employment  in  the  country.  I  shall 
iiot,  however,  deny  that  a  recruiting  officer  might 
fill  up  his  ranks  among  them  as  quick  as  among 
any  other  people. 

Sir,  having  made  no  allusions  to  "black  faces 
and  leather  aprons"  myself,  I  presume  the  gen- 
tleman did  not  mean  what  he  said  on  that  subject 
as  an  answer  to  my  argument,  but  designed  it  for 
other  purposes.  Hoping,  therefore,  that  it  may 
have  the  desired  effect,  I  shall  leave  him  to  enjoy 
the  benefit  that  is  to  be  derived  from  such  rea- 
yoniog, 

Mr,  Hamilto.n,  of  South  Carolina,  after  making 
a  few  introductory  remarks,  on  the  course  which 
had  been  pursued  in  the  discussion  of  the  details, 
as  well  as  the  general  principles  of  the  bill,  which 
he  reprehended  as  furnishing  the  most  unequivo- 
cal tokens  that  its  friends  were  about,  if  possible, 
to  limit  the  freedom  of  debate,  and  force  the  bill 
into  the  House  at  a  moment  when  several  import- 
ant amendments  were  about  to  be  tried  in  com- 
mittee— observed  that,  in  rising  to  address  the 
Committee,  he  could  but  be  sensible  of  the  serious 
embarrassments  which  awaited  him  in  following, 
on  the  same  side  of  the  question,  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Webster,)  who  had 
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greatly  abridged,  if  he  had  not  entirely  exhausted, 
the  topic  before  them;  and  whilst,  Mr.  H.  said, 
he  participated  in  the  pleasure,  which  all  had  en- 
joyed, in  hearing  the  unanswerable  argument  of 
that  gentleman,  (an  argument  that  had  scarcely 
lelt  the  honorable  Speaker  [Mr.  Clay]  an  inch 
of  ground  to  stand  upon,  notwithstanding  the 
vigor  and  elasticity  of  his  genius,)  he  should  en- 
deavor to  avoid  a  repetition  of  any  of  the  remarks 
of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  however 
difficult  the  task,  when  speaking  on  the  subject. 
j  If,  however,  he  could  glean  a  single  topic  which 
had  not  been  gathered  in  the  abundant  harvest 
which  had  crowned  the  efforts  of  that  gentleman 
he  should  regard  his  own  exertions  as  not  abso- 
lutely useless  and  unimportant. 

Mr.  H.  said  he  hoped  that,  in  his  reply  to  the 
honorable  Speaker,  he  would  offer  some  atone- 
ment for  the  trespass  he  was  now  about  to  make 
on  the  patience  of  the  Committee,  when  he  in- 
formed them  that,  at  least  in  reference  to  those 
parts  of  the  gentleman's  argument  in  which  he 
sustained  himself  by  the  force  of  British  authority, 
that  he  would  meet  him  by  English  doctrine,  also; 
and  he  undertook  to  affirm  that,  notwithstanding 
the  ingenuity  with  which  these  authorities  had 
been  used<there  was  more  to  be  found  in  Britii^h 
precept  and  example  to  admonish  us  to  avoid  the 
policy  which  the  honorable  Speaker  was  desirous 
of  forcing  upon  his  country,  than  the  reverse. 

And  here,  at  the  very  outset,  Mr.  H,  said,  he 
would  take  occasion    to   remark  that,   if  Adam 
Smith  (an  authority,  by  the  way,  much  contemn- 
ed by  a  certain  school  of  political  economists  in 
this  enlightened   age  and  country)  could   have 
risen  from  his  grave,  and  heard  sotne  of  the  extra- 
ordinary opinions  of  the  honorable  Speaker,  this 
worthy  old   philosopher  would  indeed  have  be- 
lieved that  the  world,  ever  since  his  exit  from  it, 
had  been  in  a  slumber  as  profound  as  that  which 
had    visited    his    own    tomb.      He   would    have 
thought,  with  good  reason,  that  all  those  antici- 
pations of  the  progress  of  truth,  and  the  conse- 
quent extirpation  of  error,  which  he  had  cherished 
in  a  generous  love  of  his  species,  had  indeed  been 
the  idle  dreams  of  a  foolish  and  vain  philosophy 
— for  he  would  have  met  here  the  very  dogmas  of 
that  school  of  restriction  and  monopoly  which  it 
had  been  the  chief  business  of  his  valuable  life  to 
refute   and   overthrow.     But   there   would    have 
been  in  reservation  for  him,  one  astounding  cir- 
cumstance for  which   he  would   have  been  alto- 
gether unprepared— and  that  is,  to  have  heard  the 
pathetically  and   poetically  drawn  pictures  of  the 
present  distress  and  debility  of  our  country  attribu- 
ted to  the  freedom  of  our  trade,  and  the  overflow- 
ing abundance   of   our   agriculture!      However 
much  the  narrative  of  these  diseases,  and  their 
cause?,  might  have  surprised  him,  the  catholicon 
which  is  propo-^ed  for  their  cure,  would  have  been 
more  a  subject  for  his  especial  wonder  and  specu- 
lation—a remedy  which  embraces  in  their  most 
potent  combination,  the  old  and  exploded  ingredi- 
ents of  monopoly  and  restriction.     But,  Mr,  H. 
said,  his  business  was  rather  with  the  living  than 
with  the  dead.    Before,   however,  he  dismissed 
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this  branch  of  the  subject,  he  would  say,  if  we 
were  disposed  to  throw  aside,  as  refuse  lumber,  all 
that  had  been  written  by  this  great  man,  on  a  sub- 
ject to  which  he  had  brought  a  philosophic  spirit, 
enlightened  by  the  rao^t  extraordmary  endowment 
of  intellect,  formed  by  the  most  propitious  oppor- 
tunities for  observation,  and  warmed  by  as  en- 
larged a  philanthropy  as  ever  animated  the  human 
breast,  it  would  be  well  to  advert,  for  one  moment, 
to  the  past,  and  even  present,  situation  of  our 
country,  in  reference  to  the  great  resources  of  its 
productive  wealth.  If  the  tree  was  to  be  judged 
by  Its  fruitSj  it  might  be  inquired  how  it  was  that, 
in  spite  of  our  deplorable  fatuity  and  blindness,  in 
running  counter  to  the  favorite  maxims  of  this 
school  of  restriction,  this  country  should  have 
prospered,  and  still  prospers,  beyond  alt  example. 
Ye?,  sir,  it  might  well  be  asked,  if  high  or  pro- 
hibitory duties  on  imports  are  essential  to  the  pro- 
per development  of  the  industry  of  a  nation,  how 
it  comes  to  pass  that,  within  the  ordinary  dura- 
tion of  the  life  of  man,  we  may  be  said  to  have 
built  up  an  empire  of  such  vast  power,  and  pos- 
sessing, within  itself,  such  varied  resources  of 
wealth  and  happiness. 

Serious  distrust  must  be  entertained  of  any 
scheme,  having  for  its  objects  a  diversion  of  the 
capital  and  labor  of  the  country,  when  we  look- 
about  us,  from  one  end  of  this  contin€ni  to  the 
other,  and  see  so  many  monuments  of  wliat  the 
enterprise  of  our  people  had  effected  in  the  ordi- 
nary channels  in  which  it  had  been  Employed; 
and,  i[  one  or  two  of  these  memorial^  of  the  in- 
dustry of  our  people  were  selected,  they  would  be 
amply  sufficient  for  the  argument,  without  a  more 
comprehensive  collection.  If  it  were  desirable  to 
see  what  the  commerce  of  the  country  was  capa- 
ble of  effecting,  a  reference  to  New  York  and 
Boston  would  satisfy  this  inquiry.  Thfie  might 
be  seen  the  rise  of  cities,  the  rapidity  of  wiiose 
progress  is  without  a  parallel,  in  ancient  or  modern 
times.  If  It  was  necessary  to  ascertain  what  sort 
of  wonders  the  results  of  agriculture  could  achieve, 
it  is  only  requisite  to  turn  to  the  West,  and,  within 
the  period  measured  by  the  contemporary  recollec- 
tion of  the  youngest  oj"  us,  to  see  a  wilderness  sub- 
dued, a  vast  and  intelligent  population  created 
and  sustained  by  the  prolific  treasures  of  the  earth. 
It  might  indeed  be  seen,  that,  since  the  peace  of 
'82,  by  the  conjoint  operation  of  commerce  and 
agriculture,  seven  millions  had  been  added  to  our 
population,  eleven  States  to  the  Confederacy,  in- 
numerable tracts  of  fertile  territory  brought  into 
successful  culture,  and,  in  spite  of  all  that  had 
been  said,  a  vast  and  almost  incalculable  sura 
added  to  the  active  capital  of  the  country. 

Before,  therefore,  we  acquiesce  in  the  necessity 
of  changing  the  existing  employtnent  of  capital, 
in  our  country,  which  has  confessedly  done  so 
much  for  us,  there  are  a  few  salutary  truths, 
which,  however  old-fashioned  they  may  be,  it 
may  not  be  unimportant  to  notice. 

One  of  the  first  of  these  is,  that  the  production 
of  a  country  must  depend  on  its  capital  and  labor, 
and  that  the  latter  bears  a  just  proportion  to  the 
degree  of  skill  and  industry  with  which  the  for- 


mer may  be  employed ;  now  it  follows  as  a  fair 
corollary  from  these  principles,  that  labor  and 
capital,  if  left  to  their  own  direction,  will  always 
seek,  and  find,  their  most  prosperous  exercise  and 
investment,  and  that  this  may  be  safely  confided 
to  the  sagacity  of  individuals  who,  by  a  law  of 
nature,  invariable  in  its  operation,  will  pursue  that 
department  of  industry  which  promises  to  yield 
either  immediately  or  ultimately  the  greatest 
profit.  Thus  it  is,  in  the  words  of  a  popular  au- 
thor, that,  "whenever  any  thing  is  to  be  made  by 
a  particular  employment  of  industry,  it  wants  no 
encouragement;  where  there  is  nothing  to  be 
made,  it  deserves  none." 

We  may,  at  least,  be  certain  of  one  fact,  that 
no  divine  alchemy  has  been  revealed  to  us,  that 
we  can,  at  pleasure,  produce  wealth,  by  legislating 
an  alteration  in  the  pursuits  of  our  people.  We 
may,  it  is  true,  disturb  the  ordinary  operations  of 
labor,  and  increase  the  profits  of  a  given  branch 
of  industry  ;  but,  as  the  whole  of  our  society  must 
make  up  its  aggregate  account  of  profit  and  loss, 
what  is  added  to  one  class  as  profit,  in  the  way  of 
encouragement,  must  be  taken  from  the  other,  in 
the  wav  of  a  tax  and  consequent  loss.  To  con- 
1  elude  this  part  of  the  inquiry,  if  there  is  any  truth 
which  appears  to  be  sustained  by  experience,  it  is, 
that  the  only  consequence  resulting  from  the  in- 
terference of  Government  in  the  employment  of 
labor  and  capital,  is  to  give  to  them  an  artificial 
distribution,  and  to  coerce  them  into  less  profitable 
pursuits,  than  if  left  to  be  disposed  of  and  con- 
trolled by  their  natural  owners,  who  are  most  sen- 
sible of  their  value,  most  responsible  for  their  use, 
and  have  the  greatest  immediate  interest  in  their 
successful  employment. 

These  remarks,  Mr.  H.  said,  he  made  without 
indulging  in  any  spirit  of  hostility  to  the  domestic 
manufactures  of  the  country,  and  that  he  was 
prepared  to  admit  that  they  were  to  be  encour- 
aged precisely  to  the  extent,  and  no  further,  than 
this  encouragement  was  not  calculated  to  dis- 
courage the  other  great  sources  of  the  productive 
industry  of  the  country.  And  here  he  would  take 
occasion  to  say  that  the  imposition  of  the  duties 
on  imports  for  the  purpose  of  revenue,  furnished 
in  all  a  reasonable,  and  in  many  a  high  rate  of 
encouragement,  to  which,  if  were  added  the  inci- 
dental charges  on  importations,  and  with  which 
the  foreign  article  was  almost  exclusively  bur- 
dened, the  manufactures  received  all  the  protec- 
tion to  which  they  were  in  justice  entitled,  and 
all  that  the  country  could  afford  to  pay.  When, 
therefore,  the  gentlemen  who  were  in  favor  of  the 
scheme  of  immense  taxation,  involved  in  the  bill 
on  the  table,  were  so  regardless  of  the  past,  and 
so  perfectly  gratuitous  in  their  assumption  of  facts, 
as  to  found  their  arguments  on  the  basis  that  there 
was  no  sort  of  protection,  except  to  a  few  favored 
articles,  they  must  be  prepared  to  say  that  an 
average  duty  of  nearly  twenty-five  per  cent,  on 
the  consumption  of  the  country  was  nothing,  or 
to  admit  that  there  was  something  so  incurably 
defective  in  the  manufactures  of  the  country,  that 
nothing  short  of  prohibition,  or  the  exclusion  of 
all  foreign  competition,  could  furnish  a  fair  return 
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for  their  productions,  or  force  them  into  an  un- 
natural existence. 

The  opinions  of  the  former   Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  Mr.  Alexander  Hamilton,  have  been 
much  relied  on,  and  his  celebrated  report  on  man- 
ufactures (unquestionably  a  very  able  and  ingeni- 
ous State  paper)  has  been  quoted,  but  often  with 
a  gross  perversion  of  the  scope  of  the  argument 
of  that  great  statesman.     Great  as  was  his  admi- 
ration, said  Mr.  H.,  of  the  talents  of  this  statesman, 
he  was  not  prepared  to  take  his  opinions  on  this 
subject,  or  that   of  Government,   without   some 
qualification  and  limit.     General  Hamilton  was 
a  contemporary  of  the  younger  Pitt,  and  they  may 
have  been  said   to  have  been,  at  the  same  time, 
prime  ministers  of  their  respective  countries.     It 
IS  perfectly  obvious  that  General  Hamilton  rather 
looked  to  the  practice  of  Pitt,  (whom  he  resem- 
bled in  the  grandeur  of  genius,)  than  to  the  writ- 
ings of  Adam  Smith,  and  the  French  economists. 
His  opinions  came,  therefore,  from  the  mintage  of 
the  restrictive,  exclusive,  and  jealous  systems  of 
trade  and  finance,  which,  in  spite  of  the  occasional 
theories  of  Pitt,  oppressed  his  whole  scheme  of 
Government.     But,  as  clear  and  emphatic  as  Mr. 
Hamiliion  was  in  his  report,  he  could  have  formed 
no  conception  of  the  extent  to  which  his  doctrines 
would  be  pushed,  by  his  present  avowed  disciples, 
who  have  attempted,  with  singular  injustice,  to 
give  currency  to  their  schemes  of  violent  taxation 
and  oppressive  monopoly,  by  the  authority  of  his 
name.     As  the  present  question  is  one  of  figures, 
perhaps  the  best  answer  to  the  inquiry  of  what 
sort  of  encouragement  Mr.  Hamilton  deemed  ne- 
cessary for  the  development  of  the  manufacturing 
capacities  of  the  country,  would  be  given,  by  com- 
paring the  rates  of  duties  which  he  proposed,  with 
those  in  the  bill  now  under  the  consideration  of 
the  Commitee.     Mr.  H.  said  he  would  now  advert 
to  a  few  of  these  items. 

We  will  begin  first  with  an  article  of  universal 
use  and  importance— nails— on  which  Mr.  Ham- 
jlton    proposed    placing  an   import  duty  of  two 
cents  per  pound;  by  the  bill  on   your  table  this 
duty  IS  raised  to  five  cents  per  pound.     Fire-arms 
and  military  weapons  he  rated  at  15  per  cent,  ad 
valorem  ;  you  have  raised  it  to  25  or  30  per  cent. 
Manufactures  of  steel   generally,   on  which  he 
pronosed  a  duty  of  7^  per  cent.,  the  bill  on  your 
table  has  raised  variously,  from  25  to  100  per  cent 
Articles  of  copper  and  brass,  which  he  a/ranged 
at  an  ad  valorem  duty  of  ten  per  cent.,  are  now 
placed  in  the  tariff  under  consideration,  at  a  rate 
of  duty  as  exorbitantly  advanced  as  that  on  arti- 
cles manufactured  of  steel  and  iron.     He  recom- 
mended a  duty  of  two  cents  per  gallon  on  import- 
ed spirits,  of  the  first  class  of  proof;  the  duty  now 
proposed  IS  fixed  at  38  cents.     Articles  of  which 
hemp  IS  the  component  part,  he  puts  down  at  10 
per  cent  ad  valorem  ;  your  bill  provides  that  they 
should  be  variously  burdened  with  a  duty  from 
30  to  140  per  cent.     Mr.  H.  said  he  would  not 
fatigue  the  Committee  by  any  further  enumera- 
tion, which,  if  extended  throughout  all  the  classes 
of  articles  embraced  in  General  Hamilton's  report 
would  be  found  to  sustain  the  great  difference  of 


opinion  which  existed  between  that  gentleman 
and  his  self-created  disciples,  as  to  what  might  be 
deemed  a  fair  protection  to  the  domestic  industry 
of  the  country,  and  what  was  in  fact  a  system  of 
undisguised  prohibition.     But  there  is  one  point 
on  which  this  statesman  is  at  least  fairly  at  issue 
with  the  advocates  of  the  proposed  tariff.    General 
Hamilton  certainly  looked  rather  to  an  ultimate 
redaction  of  the  duties  on  imports,  after  domestic 
competition  had  been  brought  fairly  into  opera- 
lion,  thau  that  these  duties  should  be  progressively 
increased  ;  and  it  was  an  emphatic  maxim  of  his, 
that,  if  an  article  required  repeated  and  continued 
bounties  and  duties  to  nourish  its  production,  it 
was  a  proof  that  the  country  was  not  prepared  for 
its  manufacture,  and  that  it  was  unwise  to  attempt 
to  force  it  into  a  precarious  and  labored  existence. 
When  these  two  opinions  of  this  great  man  are 
taken  in  connexion  with  the  cardinal  principles 
with  which  he  sets  out,  that  the  raw  materials  of 
manufactures  should  be  generally  admitted  free 
of  duty,  it  will  be  obvious  that  his  opinions  hare 
been  grossly  perverted,  by  being  pushed  to  an  ex- 
tremity which  he  never  did  or  never  could  hare 
contemplated. 

The  true  question,  however,  submitted,  is  not 
whether  the  results  of  manufacturing  labor  be 
profitable  or  advantageous  to  the  country  or  not, 
(for  there  is  no  man  so  silly  as  to  dispute  so  ob- 
vious a  truth;)  but  whether  this  or  any  other 
species  of  labor  was,  in  a  Government  like  ours, 
to  be  fostered  by  a  scheme  of  partial  legislation,' 
operating  as  a  bounty  on  the  one  hand,  and  a  tax 
on  the  other  ?     To  this  system  there  was  a  variety 


ot  objections,  some  of  which  Mr.  H.  said  he  had 
endeavored  to  prove  were  applicable  to  principle 
Itself,  and  some  to  the  specific  details  of  the  bill. 
Mr.  H.  said  he  did  not  know  that  he  could  treat 
the  subject  more  appropriately  as  to  what  re- 
mained to  be  said  by  himself,  than  to  attempt  an 
answer  to  some  of  the  topics  which  the  honorable 
Speaker  had  so  ingeniously  discussed;  for,  it 
might  be  well  said,  that,  if  his  argument  had  not 
produced  conviction,  it  at  least  had  copiously  sup- 
plied materials  for  inquiry  and  speculation. 

The  honorable  Speaker  began  his  effort  by  a 
strong  and  highly  wrought  contrast  between  our 
own  country  and  Great  Britain.  A  contrast 
which  had  been  so  delineated,  as  to  the  boldness 
of  the  outline,  and  the  disposition  of  light  and 
shade,  as  to  put  our  unfortunate  land  in  rather  an 
ill-favored  and  discouraging  aspect.  That  the 
force  of  a  picture  depends  as  much  on  the  hand 
of  the  painter,  as  on  the  subject,  he  believed, 
would  be  readily  admitted;  whilst  he  was  not 
prepared  to  enter  into  competition  with  the 
Speaker  in  the  graphic  energy  of  these  sketches, 
he  would  endeavor,  nevertheless,  to  vindicate  our 
poor  country  from  a  portion  of  the  reproach  of 
blindness  and  fatuity  which  has  been  cast  upon 
her. 

The  first  reply  which  he  should  offer  to  the 
exjme  which  had  been  made  of  the  inflated  wealth 
ol  Great  Britain,  was,  that  he  conceived  it  neither 
a  calamity  or  reproach,  that  our  country  was  not 
as  rich.     That,  after  all,  the  wealth  of  a  nation. 
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like  that  of  an  iodividual,  ought  to  be  estimated 
in  reference  to  its  expenditures;  the  mode  in 
which  this  wealth  was  used  for  the  production 
of  the  greatest  amount  of  human  happiness  and 
virtue. 

He  believed  it  would  be  found  to  be  an  axiom 
as  true  in  politics  as  in  ethics,  that  wealth  was 
not,  perse,  the  summum  bonum;  but  he  would  waive 
the  discussion  of  a  trite  subject,  and  say,  that,  if 
this  country  was  tried  by  even  the  standard  which 
the  Speaker  had  indicated,she  would  suffer  nothing 
in  the  comparison.  But,  m  estimating  the  amount 
of  the  active  capital  of  the  two  countries,  the  great 
disparity  in  their  relative  age  and  existence  ought 
to  be  considered.  The  one  was  a  nation  of  ten 
centuries,  and  the  other  emphatically  of  one.  It 
is  no  answer  to  this  argument  to  say,  that  we  were 
the  vigorous  offspring  of  the  older  country,  and 
started  into  life  with  all  that  vitality  which  gives 
an  impulse  to  the  maturity  and  growth  of  the 
mother  country.  This  is  not  true.  A  knowledge 
of  the  sources  of  wealth,  which  we  might  have 
learnt  by  her  precepts,  or  even  example,  are  widely 
remote  from  that  gradual  accumulation  of  capital, 
which  is  the  result  of  labor  and  skill.  Our  fore- 
fathers came  here  without  money — they  did  not 
find  It  in  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  but  they  wrung 
it  from  our  soil  and  our  seas  by  the  grasp  of  an 
untiring  and  persevering  industry.  If,  therefore, 
all  the  circumstances  be  taken  into  account,  there 
would  be  no  difficulty,  he  believed,  in  proving 
that  the  progress  of  this  country  in  the  accumu'^ 
lation  of  capital,  had  been  much  greater  than  that 
of  Great  Britain,  in  the  same  period.  It  was  true 
that  the  indicui  of  this  accumulation  would  be 
dissimilar,  but  that  would  not  prove  our  acquisi- 
tions were  less  valuable.  From  the  peculiarities 
of  our  situation,  both  in  reference  to  the  extent 
of  our  territory  and  seas,  this  accumulation  had  a 
natural  irrepressible  tendency  to  agriculture  and 
commerce,  to  the  opening  and  cultivation  of  ex- 
tensive fields,  and  to  the  building  up  a  tonnage 
that  was  now  second  to  none  but  that  of  Great 
Britain,  and  which,  in  spite  of  all  that  had  been 
said,  was  increasing  more  rapidly  than  her  own. 
In  that  country,  with  a  small  territory  and  dense 
population,  the  accumulations  of  capital,  on  the 
contrary,  take  their  direction  to  manufactures, 
and  this  entirely  independent  of  the  force  of  legis- 
lation ;  for  human  laws  are  but  feeble  instrumeliis 
in  comparison  with  the  force  with  which  the 
whole  economy  of  human  things  obey  the  dic- 
tates of  nature.  It  was,  indeed,  an  absurd  hy- 
pothesis, that  the  country  had  not  grown  rich,  be- 
cause its  fixed  capital  had  not  been  invested  in 
spindles  and  looms,  as  if  they,  according  to  the 
creed  of  a  certain  set  of  economists,  constuute  the 
only  true  wealth. 

Now,  Mr.  H.  said,  he  would  lake  occasion,  as 
the  most  appropriate  place,  to  remark,  that  the 
difference  m  the  extent  of  territory  and  density  of 
population   between  the  two  countries,  in  deter- 
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ain  in  agriculture,  and,  ultimately  in  commerce^ 
they  would,  nevertheless,  secure  to  her,  for  a  long 
series  of  years,  a  superiority  in  manufactures. 
These  facts  would  be  obvious,  by  referring  to  sta- 
tistical tables,  that  were  accessible  to  all.  In  re- 
ference to  population,  it  was  to  be  observed  that, 
whilst  we  have  not  any  thing  like  five  jJlrsons  to 
the  square  mile,  in  East  Flanders  there  are  554 
persons.  Ic  West  Flanders,  420.  In  Holland, 
362,  and  in  England,  distinct  from  Wales,  232. 
If,  therefore,  the  old  thirteen  United  States  pos- 
sessed the  population  of  England,  our  numbers 
would  exceed  one  hundred  and  thirty  millions. 
It  was  not,  therefore,  surprising,  that  the  price  of 
labor  should  be  eight  limes  as  high  in  this  country 
as  in  Flanders,  and  four  times  as  high  as  in  Eng- 
land. The  accumulation  of  capital  in  manufac- 
tures is  the  joint  result  of  a  comparatively  small 
territory,  dense  population,  and  surplus  capital. 
The  whole  secret  was,  in  one  word,  to  be  found 
in  the  price  of  labor.  There  is,  in  fact,  a  species 
of  mechanism,  which  is  still  in  great  demand  ia 
our  country,  a  demand  that  exceeds  the  supply, 
and  this  the  noblest  of  all  machines,  man.  Thus 
it  is,  when  we  come  into  competition  with  those 
nations  that  have  a  greater  quantum  of  population 
than  ourselves,  we  must  be  undersold,  and  conse- 
quently accumulate  les.<  capital.  Where  labor- 
saving  machines  can  be  used,  by  the  interventioa 
of  inanimate  agents,  the  reverse  may  be  true,  from 
the  extraordinary  ingenuity  which  characterizes 
the  enterprise  of  our  people. 

The  honorable  Speaker,  apparently  fascinated 
by  a  contemplation  of  the  succes.-iful  industry  of 
England,  has  rather  attributed  the  results  of  this 
industry  to  her  legislative  regulations,  and  seems 
to  insist,  that  her  prohibitions  and  monopolies  have 
principally  contributed  to  that  prosperity  which 
he  has  made  the  theme  of  his  eloquence  and  praise. 

To  determine,  a  priori,  as  to  the  causes  of  na- 
tional prosperity,  is,  perhaps,  after  all,  one  of  the 
most  difficult  problems  in  political  philosophy. 
But  the  discovery  that  Great  Britain  owes  a 
large  portion  of  her  wealth  and  power  to  her  re- 
strictive system,  may  be  well  calculated  to  excite 
surprise.  If  wealth  is,  indeed,  the  result  of  this 
species  of  legislation,  we  need  no  longer  sigh  for 
the  faculty  of  transmuting  every  thing  into^gold. 
Nothing  IS  more  easy,  if  the  majority  will  it,  than 
to  pass  an  act,  cutting  off  all  our  intercourse  with 
the  rest  of  the  world,  by  prohibiting  their  products, 
and  we  stiall  then,  indeed,  have  reached  "  that 
millenium  which  is  celebrated  in  the  hosannas  of 
the  monopolists."  We  shall  then  command  ''  our 
own  consumption  ;"  »  for  import.**,'  those  curses 
of  national  prosperity,  '•  will  then  cease''— a  ca- 
balistic phrase  of  the  mo>t  ominous  imjwrt,  which 
IS  no  where  so  well  understood  as  in  China. 

One  who  may  be  disposed  to  speculate  on  the 
causes  of  the  wealth  and  power  of  Great  Britain, 
will  no  doubt  save  himself  a  vast  deal  of  trouble, 
by  opening  her  statute  book,  and,  in  the  compass 


difference  in  the  exhibition  of  their  separate  in- 
dustry. And  whilst  these  causes  would  give  to 
us,  forever,  a  decided  advantage  over  Great  Brit- 


and  prohibitions,  the  true  secret  of  her  prosperity. 
This  embrace;  a  more  easy  chain  of  reasoning, 
than  to  consider  the  thousand  peculiarities  result- 


2185 


April,  1824. 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


2186 


The  Tariff  BUI. 


ing  from  the  climate,  insular  situation,  popula- 
tion, and  internal  resources  of  England— resources 
which,  by  the  means  of  an  immense  marine,  have 
been  nourished   by  the  other  three  quarters  if  the 
globe,  not  only  by  the  profits  of  commercial  inter- 
course, but  by  military  appropriation.     And  here 
IS  ottered  a  fair  occasion  to  advert  to  the  fallacy 
ol  the  estimate  of  the  Speaker,  (Mr.  Clay.)  who 
in   giving,    from   statistical  data,  a  view  of  the 
great  resources  of  Great  Britain,  founded  his  cal- 
culations upon  the  population  of  the  United  King- 
dom, at  twenty-four  millions;  taking  ours  at  ten 
he  was  able  to  work  a  sum  which  left  his  own 
country  somewhat  in  the  vocative,  but  it  was  im- 
portant to  the  success  of  this  argument,  that  the 
whole  external  and  colonial  population  of  Great 
Britain  should  be  omitted.     No  account  was  taken 
ot   the  millions   that  are  subject  to  her  sway,  in 
Asia,  Africa,  and  America,  who  are   her  consu- 
mers on  her  own    terms,   and   who   are    paymff 
countless  subsidies  to  her  resources.     Not  a  wave 
of  the  Ganges  rolls  to  the  ocean  that  does  not  bear 
some  tribute  to  her  wealth  or  her  power.     But  the 
foundations  of  this  power  were  laid  long  before 
■Great  Britain  was  a  manufacturing  nation,  when, '  - 

frnm '^i.    .'  '"'^"^"'^  *!;??°=^'  ^'*  ^''  manufactures  I  ""''«       ,  , ^.„u«  .on, 

from  the  Comment.  The  statesman  who  finds  in  I  "^'^."  '°  Americans,  and  others,  we  a.  yet  retain  poa- 
her  prohibition  ot  the  export  of  wool,  and  her  corn  '*"^"'"  of  most  of  the  foreign  markets." 
laws,  the  true  sources  of  her  greatness,  ha.  discov-  •  1'°""  ^^'^  Pa^age,  it  would  appear  that  Lowe 
ered,  indeed,  the  royal  road  to  mathematics.  But  I  "  ^^  no  means  as  well  acquainted  with  the  true 
It  is  to  say  the  le^st  of  it,  not  a  little  singular,  '  '°"'^^  °'  ^^^  manufacturing  success  of  his  own 
whilst  the  honorable  Speaker  is  insisting,  in  this  country,  as  our  politicians.  He  has  the  folly  to 
House,  that  the  prohibitory  system  of  England  i  ?"7^"^^^^'^  ^"^cess  lo  the  capital,  population 
has  mainly  contributed  to  her  wealth  and  great-'  '  subdiviMnn  nf  l»Ko,  ^^a  ;„.'_-_-'.*  ^  ""' 
ness  that  Lord  Liverpool  should,  in  St.  Stephen's, 
be  ho  ding  precisely  opposite  language.     This  is 


___^_^^^^^___^ H.  or  R. 

■Ught  degree,  ••  «>on  will  be  apparent  from  the  fol- 
lowing  facu.  The  total  T.lue  of  Briliah  manufacture, 
annually  prepared,  whether  for  home  conaumption  or 

ai  .fcUJ,noo,000.  Since  then,  their  quantity  has 
greatly  increased  ;  but,  as  their  price  has  receired  a 

trom  the  truth  ,n  assumuig  that  aum  as  a  fair  repre- 
sentation of  their  aggregate  Talue.  But,  of  thia  very 
arge  amount,  more  than  £80,000,000  consist  of  the 
three  great  article-  of  cottons,  woollens,  and  hardware ; 
none  of  which  receive  protection  from  custom  duties, 
our  manufactures  being  enabled,  by  inherent  advan- 
tagcs,  to  repel  foreign  competition,  and  even  to  meet 
our  rivals  in  their  own  markets.  Thus,  our  cottons 
are  cheaper  than  those  of  France,  Germany,  or  the 
ISetherlands.  from  various  causes-the  import  of  the 
raw  matenal  is  somewhat  less  expensive^  our  ma- 
chinery ,s  superior,  our  supply  of  fuel  more  abundant, 
and  the  capital  employed  subject  to  a  less  heavy 
charge  o(  interest.  In  hardware,  we  possess  a  similar 
advantage  in  point  of  fuel  and  capital,  with  farther 
aids  in  the  carriage  of  the  ore  by  water,  and  in  a  sub- 
division of  labor,  to  which  the  Continent  in  no  degree 
approaches.  If,  .n  woollens,  our  superiority  be  less 
decisive,  and  if  the  quality  of  cloth  bV  more  subsUn- 

"'h.-  ':  'rl'i;^!''.^'r. .?-  P^-"  o^  «-'ng  long 


not  all.  Every  intelligent  statesman  in  the  Par- 
iiaraentof  Great  Britain,  no  matter  whether  in 
the  Opposition,  or  on  the  Ministerial  benches  de- 
plores, as  a  serious  misfortune,  the  very  restrictions 
which  we  are  about  to  rivet  on  our  country.  This 
portion  of  the  argument  has  been  so  entirely  occu- 
pied by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  fMr. 
Webster,)  that,  Mr.  H.  said,  he  was  not  willme 
to  weaken  the  force  of  what  that  gentleman  had 
said,  whose  statements  were  confirmed  by  every 
arrival  from  England.  '  ' 

Notwithstanding  all  that  has  been  said  in  this 
country,  and  in  this  House,  in  reference  to  the 
ma^ic  wonders  which  the  exorbitant  or  prohibitory 
duties  of  Great  Britain  have  worked,  fn  the  pro- 
ductive  industry  of  that  country,  the  honorable 

wr\  ;  T'^'  ^V^  '■°"°^'  '"  »^^  v"y  author  of 
which  he  has  made  such  frequent  and  copious  use, 
a  f^ragraph  which  is  pregnant  with  instruction 
and  shows  at  least  that  the  honorable  gentleman 
IS,  in  some  points,  even  at  issue  with  his  own  au- 
thority In  Lowes  "  Present  State  of  England,"' 
<a  work,  by  the  way,  which,  taken  as  a  whole,  fur- 
nishes an  argument  rather  against,  than  in  fivor 
of  the  restrictive  system,)  p.  IGS,  he  commences 
a  section  with  this  significant  interrogatory: 

yre  our  manufactures  actually  benefited  by  vro- 
tecttng  duUesJ  That  such  is  the  case,  Vnd  in  a  fert 
considerable  degree,  too,  is  the  opinion  of  the  maioritV 
of  our  agriculturists.     It  i.  true,  however,  only  in  a 


flfl-  ...   .       c  1    .  ""uuiu  lu  irace  inese 

effects  to  a  few  exploded  regulations,  which  would 
now  render  any  man  in  the  House  of  Commons 
a  laughing-stock,  il  he  were  to  attempt  to  uphold 
them.     The  conclusion  to  which  I  wish  the  Com- 

fuT  ^K^'''""'  °"  }^^  ''*'''"  °''  '^'^  unexception- 
able authority,  IS  that,  in  reference  to  the  three 
great  articles  ot  woollens,  cottons,  and  hardware, 
the  custom-house  duties  of  Great  Britain  furnish 
no  protection  to  the  manufacturer,  from  the  causes 
which  Lowe  has  unfolded.     And  here  it  will  be 

wh'J^h'T  '"!  °^'''J''  '^"''  '°  '^^'^  manufactured 
which  England  has  endeavored  to  protect  by  a 
series  of  duties  amounting  to  prohibition,  her  fail- 
i^re  has  been  the  most  signal.     The  fact  was  so 
iuly  illustrated   by  the  g'entleman   from^T:^:'- 
chusetts,  from  statements  as  copious  as  they  were 
authentic  that  he  should  not  trouble  the  Com- 
mittee with  a  recital  of  authorities  that  have  a  - 
ready  been  so  judiciously  urged.     Mr.  H.  said,  he 
would  close,  therefore,  this  part  of  the  argument! 
with  this  remark  that  the  cause  of  the  ffilure  of 
the  results  of  any  kind  of  labor,  be  it  manufacturing 
or  otherwise,  is  very  frequently  to  be  found  in  thf 
effect  of  a  system  of  bounties,  of  which  high  protect- 
ing duties  are  a  species.    They  operate,  in  fiict,  as  a 
premium  to  mdolence  and  a  want  of  skill,  aild,  if 
combined  with  the  absence  of  competition, Vwh/ch 
loreign  importations  can  only  steadily  sustain,) 
they  convert  all  the  monopolists  that  they  create 
into  so  many  tax-gatherers,  who  levy  their  con- 
tributions on  their  own  terms.     The  cause  of  all 
this  IS  to  be  found  m  a  principle  strongly  radicated 
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ID  the  human  miod,  the  true  law  of  its  mobility 
and  power,  that  success  in  any  given  branch  of 
industry  will  always  bear  an  exact  proportion  to 
the  intensity  of  the  competition  of  those  who  are 
engaged  in  it.  This  is  true  in  arms,  philosophy, 
mechanic  arts,  and  letters.  The  principle  is  in 
nature ;  we  cannot  extirpate  or  control  it.  Ex- 
ceptions to  the  rule  do  not  affect  its  general  truth, 
which  is  sustained  by  the  almost  invariable  ex- 
perience of  life. 

The  honorable  Speaker,  after  descanting  with 
his  usual   eloquence  on  the   resources  of  Great 
Britain,  (which  he  attributes,  as  has  been  before 
said,  to  what  he  is  pleased  to  call  her  protecting 
policy,)  has  felt  the  necessity,  in  recommending 
this  scheme  of  government  for  our  adoption,  to  1 
make  some  provision  in  his  argument,  for  the  ob-  ; 
jections  which  mi»ht  be  urged  against  it,  in  refer-  : 
ence  to  the  internal  taxes,  to  which  high  or  prohib-  i 
itory  duties,  such,  indeed,  as  those  contained  in  the  | 
bill  on  your  table,  would  necessarily  lead.     And,  i 
although,  Mr.  H.  said,  he  did  not  dream  for  a  mo-  I 
ment  that  the  agriculturists  of  this  country  would  I 
submit,  for  any  length  of  time,  to  the  burdens  of  an 
excise,  to  pamper  the  avarice  of  a  corps  of  monop- 
olists, yet,  as  the  Speaker  had  not  contented  him- 
self with  palliating  the  system  of  British  taxation, 
but  even,  in  combination  with  the  poor-rates,  had 
made  it  the  theme  of  his  praise,  it  might  be  worth 
a  momentary  inquiry  to  ascertain  what  burdens 
the  people  ot  England  bear,  in  all  the  multiplied 
forms  of  imposts,  assessments,  and   excise.     Mr. 
H.  said,  he  would  not  fatigue  the  Committee  by 
any  details;  the  aggregate  involved  in  the  propo- 
sition was  enough   for  his  purpose.     He  should 
not  deem  it  worth  his  while  to  lay  any  stress  on 
the  difference  in  the  public  debt  of  the  two  coun- 
tries, although  the  most  enthusiastic  eulogists  of 
England  might,  perhaps,  be  able  to  discover  some 
difference  between  a  debt  of  eight  hundred  mil- 
lions sterling,  and  one  of  twenty-four  millions 
sterling;  between  a  debt  which  it  is  fully  within 
our  power  to  extinguish,  without  impairing  any 
of  the  valuable  institutions  of  the  country,  in  the 
short  period  of  nine  years,  (at  least,  if  the  bill  on 
your  table  does  not  become  a  law,)  and  a  debt 
whose  final  reduction  baffles  all  human  calcula- 
tion, and  must  be  regarded,  even  by  the  statesmen 
of  England,  as  a  problem  as  hopeless  in  its  prob- 
able result,  as  it  is  inscrutable  in  its  character.    In  ' 
reference,  however,  to  the  difference  in  the  actual  j 
taxation  of  the  two  countries,  it  is  of  a  nature  so 
widely  at  variance,  that   it  is   impracticable  to  ! 
compare  them  with  any  logical  or  financial  ac-  I 
curacy.     It  has  hitherto  been  the  distinguishing  ! 
felicitv  of  this  country  that  we  have  been  almost  ! 
entirely  exempt  from  the  pressure  of  taxation,  as 
this  word  of  fearful  import  is  practically  under-  ! 
stood    in    Europe.     This,  perhaps,   has    been   as  I 
much  the  result  of  the  mode  by  which  the  na-  | 
lional  revenue  is  collected  as  of  the  specific  light-  i 
ness  of  the  burden.     This  scheme,  by  which°our  ' 
contributions  are  obtained  through   the  medium  j 
of  imposts  at  the  custom-house,  may  well  be  de-  I 
scribed  as  one  of  the  most  beautiful  contrivances  of 
modern  times,  and  as  a  mode  of  asses'-nient  pecu- 


liarly adapted  to  a  Government  like  ours.  If  we 
were  called  upon  to  say  what  two  principles  in 
our  institutions  were  most  homogeneous  to  their 
character,  we  should  certainly  answer,  our  ex- 
emption from  a  Church  establishment,  as  connect* 
ed  with  State,  and  this  mode  of  levying  the  public 
burdens,  by  which  coercion,  its  harshest  feature,  is 
taken  from  taxation,  and  the  contribution  is  not 
only  exactly  proportioned  to  the  ability,  but  the 
inclination  oi  the  individual.  In  other  words,  an 
individual  is  compelled  to  pay  m  the  way  of  con- 
sumption no  more  than  he  is  pleased  to  pay,  and 
in  effect  he  may  be  said  to  levy  his  own  tax. 

The  patriot  who  desires  the  immortality  of 
this  confederacy,  cannot  offer  up  a  more  appro- 
priate prayer,  than  that  this  scheme  of  financial 
polity  may  be  perpetual.  But,  in  England,  by 
what  a  widely  dissimilar  process  are  the  public 
contributions  levied  !  Whilst  the  amount  raised 
by  customs  is  eleven  millions  sterling,  the  whole 
amount  of  her  taxation  is  equal  to  sixty-four  mil- 
lions under  the  various  heads  of  assessed  taxes,, 
stamp,  excise,  Ac.  The  excise,  the  most  onerous 
of  all — extorting  from  the  people,  by  its  inexor- 
able gripe,  twenty-nine  millions  sterling;  a  sum 
considerably  more  than  one-third  of  the  whole 
amount  of  her  taxes,  which  aggregate  is  equal  to 
the  enormous  sum  of  25  per  cent,  on  the  total  na- 
tional income. 

But  the  process  of  reasoning,  by  which  the  hon- 
orable Speaker  makes  out  that  we,  in  fact,  pay, 
per  capita,  a  greater  amount  of  taxation  than  is 
paid  by  the  people  of  England,  is,  to  say  the  least 
of  it,  an  amusing  fallacy.  Could  tlie  honorable 
Speaker  make  out  his  statement,  lo  the  satisfactioa 
of  the  English  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  there 
is  little  doubt  that  it  would  be  applauded  as  a 
novelty,  not  less  than  the  discovery  of  the  longi- 
tude. But,  notwithstanding  our  proneness  to  ^- 
lieve  to  be  true,  whatever  is  agreeable,  we  must 
think  the  gravity  of  Mr.  Robinson  or  Mr.  Huskis- 
son  would  be  very  seriously  invaded,  if  the  notable 
secret  was  unfolded  to  them,  that,  in  effect,  the 
tax  paid  by  each  subject  of  Great  Britain  was 
equal  to  three  shillings  and  seven  pence  sterling, 
while  the  tax  paid  by  each  soul  in  the  United 
States  was  four  shillings  and  six  pence  sterling. 

The  process  by  which  this  result  is  established 
is  as  ingenious  as  the  conclusion  itself.  The  hon- 
orable Speaker  puts  down,  as  tax  payers,  the  labor- 
saving  machines  of  England,  which  he  estimates 
as  equal  to  a  population  of  at  least  two  hundred 
millions,  to  which  he  adds  the  real  population  of 
twenty-one  millions  five  hundred  thousand;  the 
public  burdens  he  then  divides,  not  among  the 
payers,  the  21,500,000,  (a  number  much  beyond 
those  who  do  actually  sustain  the  public  burdens,  » 
as  will  be  pre.sently  demonstrated.)  and  thus,  by  a 
calculation  ahogelhcr  gratuitous  and  conjectural, 
puts  down  our  labor-saving  population  of  ten  mil- 
lions, passing  an  aggregate  to  our  credit  of  twenty 
millions,  in  this  most  extraordinary  sum.  With- 
out stopping  to  inquire  how  any  man,  who  had 
not  the  arithmetical  combination  of  Sir  Isaac 
Newton,  the  patience  of  Job,  and  the  age  of  Me--«^ 
thusaleh,  could  be  able  to  calculate  the  relative 
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power  of  population,  to  every  horse,  ox,  stream, 
mill,  water  wheel,  and  every  other  mechanical 
agent,  in  that  country,  as  well  as  in  our  own,  it  is 
a  sufficient  answer  to  this  argument,  to  observe, 
that  as  these  inanimate  contrivances  neither  eat 
nor  drink,  they  are  at  least  beyond  the  friendly 
touch  of  the  malt,  salt,  or  beer  excise.  And,  there- 
fore, the  very  subject  forbids  the  calculation,  or 
renders  it  perfectly  unavailing. 

From  Lowe's  tabular  statement,  from  which 
the  honorable  Speaker  has  taken  his  estimate,  it 
would  be  seen  that  the  burden  paid  by  each  person 
in  England  is  equal  to  three  pounds  two  shillings 
sterling.  In  this  calculation  the  tax  receivers,  as 
well  as  the  tax  payers,  the  paupers,  j>ensioners, 
and  placemen,  are  included.  It  these  were  de- 
ducted, how  different  would  be  the  result  of  the 
sum  ;  it  would  make  the  burdens  upon  each  actual 
payer  equal  to  ten  pounds. 

Our  taxation  is  also  put  down  at  nine  shillings 
p(r  capita,  a  sum  which  may  be  demonstrated, 
perhaps  accurately  enough  for  the  books  of  the 
custom-house  ;  but  who  feels  this  tax  ?  For  we 
may  be  assured  that  after  all,  the  weight  of  a  pe- 
cuniary burden  is  belter  ascertained  by  the  pockets 
of  the  people,  than  by  the  reveries  of  a  financier, 
however  ingeniously  he  may  work  his  dead  reck- 
oning. A  tax  IS  more  surely  measured  by  sensa- 
tion than  figures. 

To  the  ingenious  tribute  of  praise  which  the 
honorable  Speaker  had  paid,  not  to  the  resources 
of  Great  Britain,  but  in  some  degree  to  the  means 
by  which  they  were  extracted,  he  could  only  say, 
that,  whilst  he  wished  his  country  in  possession 
of  these  resources,  he  would  not  consent  to  take 
them,  with  the  scheme  of  taxation  by  which  they 
are  brought  forth  and  ascertained.  The  honorable 
Speaker,  aware,  however,  that  by  adopting  a  sys- 
tem of  commercial  restriction,  which  would  di- 
minish our  revenue  from  imports,  a  resort  to  inter- 
nal taxes  would  he  inevitable— he  very  wisely 
smoothed  the  way  for  the  entry  of  what  might  be 
lo  a  certain  desjree,  the  concomitant  of  his  parental 
"American  policy."  The  excise!  Which  he  tells 
us  he  contemplates  with  any  thing  but  feelings  of 
alarm  and  consternation.  One  might  almost  say 
that  he  looks  at  this  monster,  whom  we  are  about 
to  domesticate,  with  the  same  complacency  that  a 
nhilosopher  would  survey  a  mammoth,  in  specu- 
lating on  his  bones  and  magnitude.  He  differed 
altogether  from  the  Speaker,  in  believing  for  a 
moment  that  this  terrible  and  vexatious  inquisition 
would  be  borne  by  our  people — an  inquisition  that 
in  England  is  unmatched  by  any  thing  that  even 
religious  bigotry,  in  its  infernal  conceptions,  has 
imagined  to  vex  and  annoy  its  victims,  in  the 
shape  of  a  pragmatic  interference  in  all  the  ordi- 
nary concerns  of  life.  It  contains  within  itself  a 
multiform  and  pitiful  despotism,  that  may  be  well 
said  to  knock  at  every  man's  door,  to  wait  at  his 
elbow,  to  weigh  in  scales  of  the  greatest  capacity, 
and  minutest  subdivision,  every  morsel  of  human 
subsistence  that  he  puts  in  his  mouth. 

It  is  by  the  great  powers  of  extraction  this  happy 
contrivance  possesses,  which  at  once  unites  the 
suction  aud  Uexibiliiy  of  an  elcphani's  proboscis, 


that  these  great  resources  are  brought  forth,  oa 
which  the  honorable  Speaker  has  so  largely  des- 
caiited — a  contrivance  which  extorts  from  a  single 
article,  be  it  the  «'  poor  man's  salt,  and  rich  man's 
spice,"  a  sum  nearly  equal  to  the  entire  expendi- 
ture of  our  Government.  Yes,  this  ingenious 
piece  of  mechanism  lifts  out  of  the  pockets  of  the 
people  of  England  from  twenty-nine  to  thirty 
millions  sterling  annually — an  amount  consider- 
ably beyond  our  funded  debt;  which  sum,  to  use 
the  language  of  Lowe,  "  bears  on  the  comforts  of 
life,  and  interferes,  more  or  less,"  "directly  with, 
the  extension  of  productive  industry." 

Mr.  H.  said,  in  concluding  this  notice  of  the 
Speaker's  theory  of  taxation,  positive  and  com- 
parative, he  could  not  resist  the  temptation  of 
quoting  from  a  writer  whose  views  on  the  subject 
of  British  taxation  were  somewhat  at  variance 
with  those  of  that  gentleman.  Mr.  H.  said  he 
was  aware  he  was  now  touching  on  tender  ground, 
for  he  was  about  to  name  a  reviewer,  a  personage 
who  had  fallen  under  the  sneers  both  of  the 
Speaker  and  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Manufactures.  Nevertheless,  he  would  venture 
to  quote  from  Mr.  Jeffrey,  and  present,  for  the 
amusement  of  the  Committee,  one  of  the  most 
graphic,  and  he  believed  faithful  pictures,  that 
truth  and  wit  had  ever  concurred  in  producing. 
Mr.  Jeffrey  says,  that  the  unfortunate  Englishman 
pays  "  taxes  upon  every  article  which  enters  into 
'  the  mouth,  or  covers  the  back,  or  is  placed  under 
'  the  foot ;  taxes  upon  every  thing  which  it  is 
'  pleasant  to  see,  hear,  feel,  smell,  or  taste;  taxes 
'  upon  warmth,  light,  and  locomotion;  taxes  upon 
'  every  thing  that  comes  from  abroad  or  is  growa 
'at  home;  taxes  on  the  raw  material;  taxes  on 
'  every  fresh  value  that  is  added  to  it  by  the  in- 
'  dustry  of  man ;  taxes  on  the  sauce  which  para- 
'  pers  man's  appetite,  and  the  drug  that  restores 
'  him  to  health;  ori  the  ermine  which   decorates 

•  the  judge,  and  the  rope  which  hangs  the  crimi- 

•  nal ;  on  the  poor  man's  salt,  and  the  rich  man's 
'  spice ;  on  the  brass  nails  of  the  coffin,  and  the 
'  ribands  of  the  bride ;  at  bed  or  board,  couchant 
'  or  levant,  we  must  pay.  The  school-boy  whips 
'  his  taxed  lop;  the  beardless  youth  manages  his 
'  taxed  horse,  with  a  taxed  bridle,  on  a  taxed  road ; 
[  and  the  dying  Englishman,  pouring  his  medi- 

•  cine,  which  has  paid  7  per  cent.,  into  a  spoon 
'  which  has  paid  15  per  cent.,  makes  his  will  on 
'  an  £8  stamp,  and  expires  in  the  arms  of  an 
'  apothecary,  who  has  paid  the  license  of  an  £100 
"  for  the  privilege  of  putting  him  to  death.  His 
'  whole  property  is  then  immediately  taxed  from 
'  2  to  10  per  cent.  Besides  the  probate,  large  fees 
'  are  demanded  for  burying  him   in   the  chancel; 

•  his  virtues  are  handed  down  to  posterity  on  taxed 
'  marble,  and  he  is  then  gathered  to  his  fathers  to 
'  be  taxed  no  more." 

Mr.  H.  said  he  would  not  detain  the  Committee 
by  dwelling  on  the  pauperism  and  poor  rates  of 
England,  although  he  might  well  be  tempted  lo 
do  so  from  the  example  of  the  honorable  Speaker, 
who  had  found  even  something  to  commend  in 
these  stupendous  evils.  He  would  more  especi- 
ally refrain  from  this  dis^cussioo.  because  he  could 
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cot  entirely  attribute  these  calamities  to  the  re- 
strictive system  of  Great  Britain,  although  they 
were  ascribable,  in  no  inconsiderable  degree,  to 
the  sudden  and  tremendous  fluctuations 'in  the 
price  and  demand  for  labor,  to  which  manufac- 
tures were  peculiarly  liable.  He  would  take  occa- 
sion to  say  that,  in  spue  of  the  honorable  Speak- 
-er's  fervid  encomium  on  the  British  system,  which 
he  wishes  to  naturalize  as  an  American  policy, 
that  there  must  be  something  radically  wrong  in 
the  polity  ot  any  country  where  one-sixth  of  its 
population  is  in  a  state  of  vagrant  mendicity,  de- 
pending for  their  bread  on  the  other  tive-sixths. 

When  our  landholders  support,  at  a  cost  exceed- 
ing the  revenue  of  our  country,  between  two  and 
three  millions  of  outcasts,  sunk  into  the  lowest 
condition  of  human  degradation,  whose  vicious 
habits  and  unparelleled  debasement  require  the 
compass  of  a  volume  of  168  pages  to  detail,  and 
whose  infernal  orgies  surpass,  in  their  moody 
horrors,  all  that  the  genius  of  Dante  or  Milton 
has  conceived  when  most  fertile  in  a  loathsome 
sublimity,  we  might  be,  indeed,  prepared  for  the 
lament  which  has  been  so  niteously  sung,  of  our 
"industry  paralyzed,  our  unavailing  labor,  de- 
creasing capital,  bankruptcy,  and  ruin  !" 

The  honorable  Speaker,  after  disposing  of  these 
topics,  comes  at  length   to  the  consideration  of 
the  diseases  under  which  the  country  is  laborincr. 
The  disease  which  he  has  discovered  ls  remarka- 
ble enough,  but  his  remedy  is  no  less  curious.     It  is 
at  least,  according  to  his  own  showing,  "a  pleth- 
oric ill;"  for  in  his  own  words,  the  fatal  infirmity 
which  IS  bringing  us  to  the  brink  of  the  grave, 
"is,  that  our  production  exceeds  our  consumption." 
By  which  we  are  to  understand,  that,  in  relerence 
to  subsistence,  we  raise  more  than  we  can  con- 
sume or  can  sell  at  exorbitant  prices.     For  no 
man  will  pretend  to  as.^ert  that  the  price  of  wheat 
and  every  species  of  bread-dorn  does  not  bear  a 
strict  relation  to  the  price  of  every  thing  else  which 
we  can  hav^e  to  sell,  and  must  be  so.  from  the  im- 
mutable principles  of  exchangeable  value.     What 
however,  in  reference  at  least  to  subsistence,  is  re^ 
garded  as  a  great  bles.'ing  in  other  countries,  is 
considered  as  a  curse  in  this-that  the  poor  man's 
bread   should    be   cheap,  and   attainable    by   the 
sma  lest  sum  of  human  labor.     It  is  from  Ihii  part 
ol  the  Speaker's  argument  that  it  can  be  denion- 
strated  that  the  scope  of  his  "American  policy" 
IS  to  make  bread  dear  and  labor  cheap—that  is  to 
say,  that  the  farmer  and  the  master  manufacturer 
between  ihem,  may  grind   the  laborer  down  to 
their  own  terms.     He  complains  that  there  is  too 
much  labor  directed  to  agriculture,  and  too  little 
to  manulactures.     The  consequence  must  be  that 
there  is  an   excess  of  subsistence  and  deficit  of 
hands  lor  manufactures;  by  which,  as  a  matter 
kLT'h'  •"Z*^^^"^"'^';  ^o  'he  latter,  wages  are  too 
high.     He  then  puts  the  case-"  Suppose  five  hun- 
dred thousand  hands  were  drawn  from  agricul- 
ture and  directed  to  manufactures  ;  what  a  market 
would  It  open  to  the  farmer !'     This  may  be  ad- 
mitted, but  mark  the  result.     The  competition  for 
employment  among  the  five  thousand  would  ne- 
cessarily tend  to  lower  the  rate  of  wages,  whilst 
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their  subtraction  from  agriculture,  if  it  operated 
as  the  honorable  gentleman  calculated,  is  to  in- 
crease the  price  of  subsistence.     If  this  last  expec- 
tation is  not  realized,  there  is  no  lure  held  out  to 
the  farmer  to  embark  in  an  experiment,  the  burden 
of  which,  he  may  be  assured,  he  will,  in  the  end 
have  to  bear.     But  the  probable  consequence  re- 
sulting from  this  project  is,  that  whilst  the  price 
of  labor  would  be  diminished,  the  price  of  agri- 
cultural  products    would    remain   the   same— at 
least  uninfluenced  by  the  home  supply  and  home 
demand.     It  has  been  justly  said,  that  the  surplus 
of  gram  exj)orted.  however  little  that  surplus  may 
be,  IS  the  measure  of  its  price.     It  has  been  more- 
over with  equal  accuracy  remarked,  that  as  long 
as  land  is  so  cheap,  the  price  of  crain  will  bear 
an  exact  proportion  to  the  price  of  labor,  addin^ 
merely  the  interest  on   the  capital  vested  in  the 
land,  necessary  for  its  production.      In  a  grain- 
growing  country,  like  this,  it  is  a  gross  fallacy  to 
suppose  that  the  farmer  can  ever  receive  the  exor- 
bitant prices  which  he  has  obtained  for  his  grain, 
except  from  the  wants  of  other  countries,  or  from' 
a  comparative  famine  in  his  own— the  result  of 
untavoraMe  seasons.     The  truth  is,  that  wheal  is 
as  high  now  as  any  thing  else  in  the  market ;  and 
if  It  has  fallen  fifty  per  cent.,  so  have  lands  and 
houses,  ships,  cotton,  and  all  the  other  articles  of 
human  use  and  employment.     But,  for  the  sake 
ot  argument,  admit  that  there  is  this  large  surplus 
of  grain  rotting  on  our  hands,  a^  the  honorable 
Speaker  is  pleased  to  remark.     Is  not  a  country 
comparatively  happy,  that  its  surplus  should  con- 
sist of  the  primary  subsistence  of  life,  by  which 
bad  seasons  and  the  sudden  exigencies  of  war  may 
be  corrected  ?     How  different  is  the  situation  of  a 
country  whose  surplus  consists  of  manufactures 
(an  evil  that  has  often   befallen  Great  Britain' 
and  IS  amply  illustrated  by  her  experience.)  which 
a  starving  population  cannot  eat : 

The  next  remark  of  the  honorable  Speaker  is 
"that  England  takes  from  us  alxjut  five  millions 
sterling  value  of  cotton,  out  of  which  she  makes 
twenty-two  millions."  By  which  we  are  to  un- 
derstand that  the  precise  amount  of  her  profit  is 
the  precise  amount  of  our  loss. 

There  might  be  some  force  in  this  argument  if 
It  could   be  proved  that  the  very  instant  the  fi've 
millions  value  of  cotton  reached   England    that 
moment,  by  the  wand  of  enchantment,  it  was  con- 
verted into  twenty-two  millions  .sterling,  and  which 
conversion  might  have  taken  place,  had  we  kept 
It  at  home.     But,  when  it  is  considered  that  Eng- 
larid  has  to  vest  in  fixed  capital  and  labor,  in  fact 
a  larger  amount  m   proportion,   to  produce  the 
twenty-two  millions,   than  we  have   to  raise  the 
hve  millions,  what  becomes  of  the  triumph  of  this 
discovery  ?     It  only  proves  that  we  find   it  more 
advantageous  to  raise  the  raw  material,  than  to 
maiiufacture  it.     To  remove  all  sort  of  doubt  or 
dimcu  ty  from  this  argument,  it  mav  be  illustrated 
by  a  plain  example.     A  planter  at  the  South  has 
^.ested  in   lands  and  negroes  a  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  by  which  he  makes  two  hundred  bales  of 
sea-island  cotton,  which  sells  for  815,000,  giving 
him  a  profit  on   his  capital,  after  deducting  ex- 
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penses,  of  12  per  cent.   A  manufacturer  who  works 
up  this  cotton,    may  produce  a  value  infinitely 
increased,  but  he  has  had  to  vest  a  larger  amount 
of  capital,  and  so  employ  a  greater  quantum  of 
labor,  when  all  of  which  are  d^educted,  his  profits 
cannot,  in  the  long  run.  exceed  those  of  the  planter. 
That  they  probably  will  be  less,  it  proved  from 
two  facts  :  that  the  rate  of  interest  and  the  price 
of  labor  are  higher  in  this  country  than  in  Eng- 
land. ^ 
It  might  be  admitted  that  the  honorable  Spea  ker 
could  make  out  his  proposition,  if  we  had  actually 
existing  in  our  country,  languishing  for  the  want 
of  employment,  an  amount  of  fixed  capital,  and 
labor  necessary  to  work  up  these  five  millions 
sterling  value  of  raw  eotion  ;  but,  when   the  re- 
verse IS  precisely  the  case ;  when,  in  fact,  all  the 
capital  we  have  is  beneficially  employed  in  the 
existing  channels  of  agriculture,  commerce,  and  [ 
manufactures;  when  we  have,  in  spite  of  all  that 
has  been  said,  no  idlers,  except  those  whom  dis- 
ease or   immorality   has  doomed    to  mendicity ; 
when  the  departments  of  human  industry  are  full ; 
when  no  man  is  a  drone,  except  throuffh  his  own 
perversity  ;  when,  m  fact,  labor  and  subsistence 
are  m  a  wholesome  and  exact  proportion  to  each 
other  ;  what  possible  solidity  is  there  in  this  argu- 
i|ient  of  the  Speaker's,  of  which  it  might  be  said, 
that  It  is  destitute  even  of  plausibility,°but  for  the 
characteristic  ingenuity  with  which  it  has  been 
uro^ed  ? 

The  discussion  of  this  subject,   Mr.  H.  said, 
brought  him   to  canvass,  in  the  natural  order  of 
the  Speaker's  argument,  a  point  in  which  he  was 
willing  to  confess  he  fell  the  most  lively  as  well  as 
the  most  profound  interest.     Although  not  a  cot- 
ton planter  himself,  yet  it  was  his  peculiar  fortune 
to  represent  that  portion  of  the  State  of  South 
Carolina  engjiged  in  the  production  of  sea-ibland 
cotton,  a  section  that  had  more  staked  in  the  des- 
perate and  unholy  game  about  to  be  played,  than 
any  other  part  of  this  Union.     He  would,  indeed, 
prove  recreant   to   his  trust  if  the  topic  did  not 
challenge  his  keenest  sympathies  and  best  exer- 
tions.    That  the  Committee  might   form   some 
estimate  of  the  value  of  this  branch  of  the  indus- 
try of  South  Carolina,  he  would  bring  a  few  facts 
to  their  notice;  for,  it  was   by  the  cultivation  of 
this  beautiful  staple  which  unites  in  itself  the  val- 
uable properties  of  silk  and  wool,  that  riches  and 
comlorl  had  been  lavished  on  that  section— a  re- 
gion that  was  not,  however,  exempt  from  that  de- 
pression in  the  value  of  property  and  the  price  of 
Its   products,  which  was  common   to  the  whole 
country.    Yet,  this  cultivation  had  done  so  much 
for  its  inhabitants,  that  it  was  not  surprising  that 
they  felt  such  an  intense  interest  in  the  continu- 
ance of  its  profits.     It  had  reclaimed  from  a  fast- 
coming  poverty  worn-out  fields,  which  had   been 
for  many  years  appropriated   to  the  ill  requited 
cultivation  of  indigo;  and,  as  if  by  the  work  of 
enchantment,   transferred  wealth  and  abundance 
to  those  spots  which  seemed  to  have  been  cursed 
by  the  fiat  of  nature  with  an  irremediable  sterility. 
Mr.  H.  said  that  he  could,  if  he  were  not  afraid 
of  exhausting  the  patience  of  the  Committcej  refer 


to  the  statistics  of  an  island,  which  formed  a  por- 
tion of  the  district  he  represented,  to  illustrate  the 
incalculable  value  of  this  staple,  and  the  miracles 
he  might  almost  say  its  production  had  effected. 
This  spot  was  the  hland  of  Edisto,  which,  as 
would  be  seen  by  the  map  of  South  Carolina,  was 
about  forty  miles  south  of  Charleston.     Thirty- 
five  years  since,  it  was  inhabited  by  a  few  plant- 
ers, who  were  engaged   in  the  culture  of  indigo, 
and  who  wrung,  by  hard  industry,  from  a  reluc- 
tant soil,  a  scanty  subsistence.     Then  the  largest 
income  which  any  one  planter  was  able  to  realize 
scarcely  exceeded  a    thousand    pounds  sterling; 
now,  by  the  introduction  of  the  long  staple  cotton, 
he  knew  one  individual  whose  crop  had  sold  for 
fifty  thousand  dollars  per  annum.     This  island, 
scarcely  twelve  miles  long  and  four  wide,  was 
then  inhabited  by  six  or  seven  planters;  it  is  now 
almost  as  thickly  settled  as  the  State  of  Connec- 
ticut, and  exhibits,  in   the  sobriety,  moderation, 
religious  and  moral  worth  of  its  inhabitants,  a 
singular   example   of    triumphant   industry.      It 
would  be  here  that  Franklin  might  see,  if  he  were 
alive,  a  beautiful  illustration  of  his  thousand  wise 
and  trugal  maxims.     Mr.  H.  said  that  he  had  se- 
lected an  individual  picture,  to  bring  home  to  the 
Committee,  more  emphatically,  a  knowledge  of 
what  the  cotton  culture  had  done  for  his  country, 
although  his  remarks  were  applicable  to  a  large 
portion  of  the  Sea-Island  district  of  South  Caro- 
lina.    It  was,  nevertheless,  true,   as  he  had  re- 
marked, that  the  planters   in  this  section  shared 
in  that  depression  which  is  common  to  every  de- 
partment of  the  industry  of  the  Union,  excepting 
those  from  which  we  heard  the  most  clamor  for 
relief.     This  would  be  understood  when  it  was 
kfiown  that  Sea  Island  cotton  had  fallen  from 
filty  or  sixty  to  twenty-five  cents— a  fall  even 
greater  than   that  which  ha?  attended  wheat,  of 
which  we  have  heard  so  much  ;  as  if  the  grain- 
growing  section  was  the  only  agricultural  interest 
which  had  suffered.     But,  nevertheless,  the  mar- 
ket of  England  for  this  staple,  was  of  vital  im- 
portance ;  It  was  not,  therefore,  strange  that  the 
apprehension  of  the  passage  of  the  bill  before  you 
had  carried  into  the  hearts  of  this  portion  of  our 
common  country,   the  emotions  of  dismay  and 
bitterness.    They  perceive  the  whole  value  of  their 
labor  menaced   by  a  probable  destruction  of  the 
existing  market  for  this  staple,  which  is  better 
adapted  to  the  soil  and  climate  of  the  seacoast  of 
South  Carolina,  than  any  other  that  can  possibly 
be  cultivated.     Whilst  the  planters  of  this  region 
do  not  dread  competition  in  the  foreign  markets 
on  equal  terms,  from  the  superiority  of  their  cot- 
ton, they  entertain  a  well  founded 'apprehension, 
that  the  restrictions  contemplated  will  lead  to  re- 
taliatory duties  on  the  part  ol  Great  Britain,  which 
must  end  in  their  ruin. 

Mr.  H.  said,  that  he  could  not  better  express 
their  fears  on  this  subject  than  to  read  to  the  House 
an  extract  from  an  able  and  feeling  memorial 
which  he  had  some  weeks  since  the  honor  of  pre- 
senting from  the  citizens  of  Beaufort,  South  Caro- 
lina. A  single  paragraph  would  be  abundantly 
sufficient: 
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Your  raeraorialistu    would   respectfully  observe,  I  country,  is  yet  a  doubtful  and  interesting  problem 


that,  engaged  in  comraon  with  their  ftllow-citizens  of 
the  South  in  agricultural  pursuits,  they  are  the  culti- 
vators of  that  species  of  cotton  for  which,  it  is  noto- 
rioua,  the  manufacturing  establishments  of  our  coun- 
try furnish  no  demand  whatever  ;  that  the  quantity  of 
fine  cotton,  annually  produced,  is  already  beyond  the 
consumption  of  Europe  ;  that,  with  all  the  markets  of 
Europe  open  to  them,  the  staple  (for  which  alone 
iheir  lands  are  calculated)  is  depressed  to  the  grievous 
injury  of  the  planters  ;  that  to  them,  (whatever  it  may 
be  to  others  of  their  fellow-citizens  engaged  in  culti- 
vating the  inferior  cottons,)  the  loss  of  a  foreign  mar- 
ket would  be  the  annihilation  of  their  income." 

I  know,  said  Mr.  H.,  that  these  fears  are  treated 
here  as  idle  and  visionary,  and  that  the  honorable 
Speaker  has  triumphantly  asked,  ''whether  Great 
'  iSritain  would  have  the  folly  materially  to  inter- 
'  diet  the  import  of  our  cottons,  from  which  she 
'  makes,  annually,  upwards  of  twenty  millions, 
'  because  we  imposed  an  increase  of  duty  on  about 
'  a  million  and  a  half's  worth  of  the  manufactured 
'  article  returned  to  this  country  ?''     In  the  fir'^t 
place  the  Speaker  has  fallen  into  an  error  in  his 
estimate.     The  bill   before  you  provides  for  the 
imposition  of  an  increase  of  duty  almost  prohibi- 
tory in  its  character  on  seven  millions  of  our  im- 
ports of  cotton  goods  from  Great  Britain,  and  has 
a  direct  operation  on  thirteen  millions  of  other 
articles  which  we  take  from  her.   But  the  Speaker 
assumes  as  a  fact  what  his  experience  as  a  states- 
man should   liave  taught  him  some  caution   in 
adopting;  that  nations  invariably  pursue  a  policy 
dictated  by  the  most  enlightened  views  of  profit 
and  advantage,  and  that  they  never  sacrifice  any 
thing  to  caprice  or  resfniment.     Mr.  H.  said  he 
feared  that  the  very  measure  now  under  discus- 
sion was  about  to  illustrate  the  truth,  that  there 
was  no  folly,  however  stupid  and  perverse,  into 
which   nations,  as  well  as  individuals,  were  not 
prone  to  fall,  either  from  vanity  or  passion,  or 
that  misguided  avarice,  whicli  invariably  ''doth 
o'erleap  itself.'" 

In  relation  to  our  Upland  cottons.  Great  Brit- 
ain may,  without  difficulty,  in  the  course  of  a 
very  short  period,  supply  her  wants  from  Brazil — 
to  facilitate  which,  all  the  ancient  relations  oi  a 
favored  intercourse  with  her  steadfast  ally,  Por- 
tugal, would  be  at  once  subservient.     When  it  is 
recollected  that  Brazil  produces  a  cotton  which 
occupies  an  intermediate  place  between  the  Sea 
Islands  of  Georgia  and  South  Carolina,  and  the 
Uplands  of  New  Orleans,  which  the  daily  im- 
provement in  machinery  is  bringing  nearer  to  the 
former,  as  to  most  of  its  uses,  and  that  there  is  in 
this  fine  region,  stretching  through  thirty-five  de- 
grees of  latitude,  from  the  E(juator.  a  section  of 
country  admirably  adapted  to  the  cultivation  of 
this  staple,  greater  in  extent  than  the  whole  At- 
lantic States  of  this  Union,  the  reasonableness  of 
our  apprehensions  may  be  estimated,  as  well  as 
the  gross  impolicy,  by  injurious  duties  on  our  im- 
ports from  England,  of  driving  her,  either  from 
caprice  or  intere^t,  to  seek  other  adequate  sources 
of  supply.     How  long  the  exclusive  production, 
even  of  the  Sea  Island  cotton,  will  remain  to  our 


The  experiments  that  are  making  on  the  Delta  of 
the  Nile,  if  pushed  to  the  ocean,  may  result  in  the 
production  of  this  beautiful  staple,  in  an  abun- 
dance which,  in  reference  to  other  productions, 
has  long  blest  and  consecrated  Egyptian  fertility. 
But,   the  circumstance  that  many  of  the  costly 
articles  of  luxury  which  are  now  made  of  Sea 
Island  cotton,  can  be  manufactured  of  silk  and 
flax,  coupled  with  the  fact  of  the  great  efforts 
which  are  making  in  Great  Britain  to  encourage 
the  former  establishments,  not  by  bounties  and 
monopolies,   but  by   their  destruction,  (for  these 
remedies  are  regarded   there  as  vile  quackeries,) 
will  tend  emphatically  to  prove  that  the  present  is 
an  awful  crisis  in  the  cotton  trade  of  the  country. 
We  are  told  by  the  honorable  Speaker,  that  our 
manufacturing  establishments  will,  in  a  very  short 
period,  supply  the  place  of  the  foreign  demand. 
The  futility,  I  will  not  say  mockery,  of  this  hope, 
may  be  measured  by  one  or  two  facts.     First,  the 
present  consumption  of  cotton  by  our  manufac- 
tories, is  about  equal   to  one-sixth  of  our  whole 
production,  not  very  much  exceeding 80,000  bales; 
whereas,  the  crop  of  1824  may  be  fairly  estimated 
at  000,000  bags.    How  long  it  will  take  to  increase 
these  manufactories  to  a  scale  equal  to  the  con- 
sumption of  this  production,  he  could  not  venture 
to  determine;  but,  that  it  will  be  some  years  after 
the  epitaph  will  have  been  written  on  the  fortunes 
of  the  South,  there  can  be  little  doubt.     But  sup- 
pose, for  the  sake  of  argument,  that  the  whole  of 
the  cottons  of  the   Soulii   could   be  worked  up  in 
this  country,  where  will  you  find  a  market  for  the 
articles  manufactured — not  at  home ;  for,  of  the 
448,211  bales  of  cotton  which  Great  Britain  pur- 
chased of  this  country,  between  the  first  of  Jan- 
uary, 1S23,  and  the  thirty-first  of  December,  1823, 
she  has  sent  back  to  us,  according  to  the  best  cal- 
culations, in  the  shape  of  manulactured  articles, 
about  40,000  bags.     Suppose,  however,  that  our 
home  consumption  be  equivalent  to  140,0(K)  bales, 
(which  is  an  enormous  estimate,)  where  are  you 
to  find  a  vent  for  the  articles  manufactured  of  the 
4t)0  bags  that  will  remain  ?     In  South  America, 
the  honorable  Speaker  tells  us — but  what  a  fallacy 
have  we  here  I     What  I  whilst  we  dread  British 
competition  on  our  shores,  more  than   Hamilcar 
hated   the   Romans,  we  can,  nevertheless,  under- 
sell England   in   foreign   markets!     Yes;  whilst 
we  are  told  that,  for  the  very  existence  of  manu- 
ufactures  that  have  been  in  operation  ten  or  fifteen 
years,  it  is  yet  necessary  to  lay  protecting  duties 
of  from  fifty  to  one   hundred   per  cent.,  we  can, 
nevertheless,  traverse  the  ocean,  encounter  freight 
and  charges  and  duties  in  other  countries,  and 
compete    with   our  old   enemy,  who   is  so  much 
dreaded  at  home.   How  this  is  to  be  effected  with- 
out a  miracle,  Mr.  H.  said  he  was  at  a  loss  to  per- 
ceive, without  our  manulactures,  like  the  Proph- 
ets of  old,  were  more  honored  and  successful  abroad, 
than  at  their  own  firesides. 

It  there  l>e  any  soundness  in  these  views,  it 
would  lead  us  to  entertain  a  very  serious  distrust 
ot  the  belief  that  an  imposition  of  high  duties. 
would  not  lead  to  retaliation.     There  was  a  gen- 
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eral  principle,  which  was  so  true  in  reference  to 
the  intercourse  of  nations,  that  it  might  well  be 
denominated  an  axiom,  which  was,  that  no  trade 
could  be  supported  long  between  them,  in  which 
there  was  not  a  mutally  beneficial  exchange  of 
their  seperate  products.  It  is  true  there  was  one 
exception  to  this  rule,  which  rather  went  to  prove 
lis  truth,  and  that  was,  the  trade  with  China. 
This  trade  was  continued,  becaose  tea  was  the 
exclusive  product  of  the  latter,  and,  consequeBtly, 
that  China  might  always  dictate  the  medium  by 
which  the  exchanges  lor  this  article  were  to  be  ef- 
fected ;  but,  if  tea  could  be  obtained  in  any  other 
quarter  of  the  globe,  this  intercourse  would  have 
to  yield  to  the  universal  laws  of  trade. 

Mr.  H.  said  that  he  protested  against  any  infer- 
ence being  deduced  from  these  remarks,  that  he 
considered  the  trade  with  China  as  injurious.  He 
knew  the  reverse  to  be  eminently  true.  In  con- 
nexion with  this  topic,  he  would  take  occasion  to 
observe,  that  he  would  as  studiously  abstain  from 
discussing  the  balance  of  trade,  as  he  would  the 
history  of  witchcraft,  as  the  former  was  just  as 
absurd  and  exploded  a  folly  as  the  latter.  The 
time  was  fast  approaching,  when  it  would  be  quite 
as  great  a  reproach  to  the  understanding  ol  a 
statesman,  to  indulge  in  the  absurd  dogmas  of  the 
one  as  the  other.  It  was,  however,  a  fact  not  to 
be  concealed,  that  a  direct  trade,  carried  on  by 
specie,  was  very  often  the  most  profitable,  for  rea 
son 
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grierous  imposition  of  high  duties  on  both  these 
articles.     For  what  purpose,  as  it  respects  the  first 
of  them  ?     To  help  the  countless  artisans  and  nie- 
chanics  that  are  engaged  in  working  up  this  ma- 
terial, in  all  the  various  and  minute  modifications 
to  which  it  is  applicable?    No.     On  them  (where 
there  is  the  largest  sum  of  industry  engaged)  it 
operates  as  an  onerous  tax.     The  effect  of  the 
duty  will   be  merely  to  pam[)er  the  overgrown 
wealth  of  those  ironmasters,  as  they  were  indeed 
most  significantly  called,   whose  mines  were  in 
successUil  operation,  or  to  give  a  sort  of  convul- 
sive, temporary,  and  galvanic  motion,  to  those 
that  were  sunk  into  a  condition  of  hopeless  insol- 
vency.    The  true  causes  of  the  occasional  suc- 
cess, as  well  as  the  general  failure  of  the  iron 
works  of  this  country,  had  been  so  ably  unfolded 
by   the  gentleman  from   Virginia,  his  estimable 
friend,  (Mr.  Mercer,)  that,  Mr.  H.  said,  he  would 
not  detain  the  House  by  discussing  a  subject  on 
which  it  was  impossible  for  human  ingenuity  to 
cast  an  additional   ray.     When   this  article  was 
taken  in  connexion  with  the  burdens  levied  on 
hemp,  their  injurious  operation  against  one  descrip- 
tion of  our  domestic  manufactures  might  be  easily 
estimated — and  that  was  ship  building.     The  me- 
morials which   had   been  sent  from   the  several 
commercial  cities,   had   very  sufficiently  proved 
the  ruinous  extent  to  which  the  shipping  interest 
would  be  taxed.     That  the  contemplated  tarifl' 

of  from  seven  to 


s  which  appeared  to  him  altogether  satisfac-  would  be  equivalent  to  a  tax  < 
y.  In  the  first  place,  specie  must  be  obtained  eight  per  cent,  on  the  value  of  each  vessel  that 
by  a  product  which  a  nation  must  gain  by  the  en-  '  might  be  built,  these  memorials  established.  A 
gagemenl  of  its  own  industry.  By  the  conver-  j  ship  of  350  tons,  according  to  the  proposed  rateot 
sion  of  this  product  into  money,  a  fresh  and  addi-  |  duty,  would  pay  §1,341  75— not  including  the  tax 
tional  value  has  been  elfected,  if  the  exchange  has  |  onachaiucable,  which  is  §250  or  S300— an  amount 


been  conducted  with  skill  and  sagacity.  When, 
therefore,  a  purchase  is  to  be  made  with  the  specie 
thus  obtained,  the  purchaser  enters  the  foreign 
market  with  the  power  of  promptly  effecting  his 
contracts  and  exchanges.  The  material  which  he 
uses  in  trade  has  been  burdened  with  a  light  im- 
position of  freight,  is  admitted  without  the  pay- 
ment of  duties,  and,  being  of  universal  use  and 
currency,  it  can  at  once  command  its  own  value, 
without  the  delay  and  expense  attending  a  trade 
which  is  carried  on  by  the  reciprocal  sale  and 
purchase  of  other  raw  or  manufactured  products. 
These  truths  were  so  obvious,  that  he  felt  asham- 
ed, almost,,  to  state  them — but  for  the  plaintive 


of  duty  equal  to  the  cost  of  an  hempen  cable,  and 
therefore  might  be  regarded  as  prohibitory  of  the 
former  article.  All  this  was  of  most  pernicious 
pressure  on  a  large  class  of  laborers  engaged  in 
the  building  and  equipment  of  ships. 

Mr.  II.  said  there  was  a  radical  error  prevalent 
that  manufacturing  establishments,  in  other  words, 
looms  and  spindles,  were  productive  of  a  greater 
sum  of  human  industry  than  any  other  investment 
of  capital.  He  tielieved  that  ship  building  and 
navigation  employed  more  of  the  labor  of  human 
hands  than  any  other  pursuit.  When  the  various 
means  by  which  a  single  ship  is  set  in  motion  are 
taken  into  account,  some  estimate  may  be  formed 


notes  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  i  of  the  truth  of  this  opinion.  To  illustrate  it  he 
Too,)  that  our  country  was  fast  sinking  into  ale- 1  would  ask  the  attention  of  the  Committee,  whilst 
thargy  from  this  most  "  ruinous  drain  of  specie."  i  he  read  a  statement  which  he  had  received  from 
Mr.  HA.MiLro.N  said  that  he  had  intended,  but  j  a  merchant  of  the  city  of  New  York,  of  great  in- 
for  the  time  he  had  already  consumed,  to  have  j  telligence  and  respectability,  who  informed  him 
gone  into  a  discussion  for  the  purpose  of  demon-  {  that  "  it  requires  fifty  days  work  to  build  and 
strating  that  the  bill,  so  far  from  promoting  what  j  equip  and  manulaclurc  the  articles  in  our  own 
with  propriety  might  be  called  the  domestic  man-  ' 

ufactures  of  the  country,  was  calculated  to  have 
precisely  a  contrary  effect.  When  he  made  this 
remark  he  had  reference  to  those  innumerable  me- 
chanic arts  which  are  carried  on  with  such  unri- 
valled success  by  our  countrymen.  The  justice 
of  this  observation  might  be  appreciated  by  taking 
for  example  two  or  three  articles  of  prime  neces- 
sity—iron and  hemp.     The  bill  provides  for  the 


country  lor  every  ton  of  vessel. 

"Take,  for  example,  a  ship  of  300  tons,  and  allow 
120  days  to  build  her,  which  is  af>out  the  average 
time;  multiply  300  by  50,  makes  l.'i.OOO  days  labor, 
to  manufacture  her  from  the  raw  material,  beginnini; 
with  the  timber  in  the  r)re«t ;  divide  15,000  by  120 
days,  the  time  required,  gives  you  the  number  of  peo- 
ple steadily  employed  to  build  ships  of  300  tons,  in 
120  days  time,  which  is  125  men. 
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"The  capital  required  by  a  ship  builder  to  carry  on 
the  whole  manufactory,  in  ita  various  branches,  and  to 
build  1,200  tons  a  year,  would  be  about  $'-5,000,  and 
in  that  ratio,  if  he  built  more  or  le«s. 

"  Our  yard  built,  this  last  year,  2,200  tons  of  vessels; 
consequently,  if  I  am  correct,  has  employed  110,000 
days  labor;  and  the  averai^e  of  the  yard^,  I  should 
think,  would  be  about  60,000.  There  are  eight  yards 
in  this  city  which  manufacture  vessels.  Five  or  six, 
probably,  would  average  as  above — say  five ;  60,000, 
multiplied  by  5,  would  be  300,000  days  labor,  in  one 
year,  in  these  yards,  and  would  be  equal  to  the  em- 
ployment of  2,500  men  steadily  in  the  various  parts  of 
the  manufactory. 

♦'  The  above  is  distinct  from  the  labor  necessary  to 
sail,  load,  raise,  and  procure,  and  transport  the  load- 
ing, and  the  necessary  repair  for  ten  years.  A  ship  of 
360  tons,  in  ten  years,  will  have  cost  as  much  for  re- 
pairs as  she  did  originally,  when  new ;  it  requires  an 
average  of  60  men,  steadily  employed,  to  sail  her,  and 
keep  her  til  for  use.  It  also  costs  18,900  days  labor  to 
raise,  bring  to  market,  and  fit  provisions  sufficient  to 
maintain  the  men  necessary  to  manufacture  1,000 
tons  of  ship,  and  keep  one  of  350  tons  steadily  em- 
ployed. 

"  The  number  of  houses  used  by  the  men  employed, 
and,  consequently,  the  men  employed  to  build  those 
bouses,  as  well  as  the  provision  required  for  them,  I 
have  not  calculated,  deeming  it  probable  the  above 
would  give  a  general  view  of  the  immense  manufac- 
ture of  ships;  and,  when  we  look  at  it  in  a  national 
point  of  view,  it  is  of  incalculable  importance.  The 
men  are  the  mast  robust  and  hearty  to  t>e  found,  and 
a  class  always  that  will  be  most  required  khould  we 
have  war. 

"  liecapitulativn. — As  I  have  stated,  it  requires  50 
days  labor  to  manufacture  the  ship  and  outfits,  for  each 
ton ;  60  days  labor,  each  ton,  to  sail,  kc»»p  her  in  re- 
pair, load  and  unload,  raise,  and  transport  sutiicicnt 
produce  to  keep  her  employed ;  and  will  require  28 
days  labor,  for  each  ton,  to  raise  and  fit  provisions  for 
those  men  that  are  required  to  builJ,  fit,  sail,  and  re- 
pair, and  raise  the  produce,  to  keep  one  ton  of  vessel 
steadily  employed." 

It  IS  against  this  domestic  manufacture,  which 
has  contributed  so  much  to  our  wealth  and  glory, 
that  this  pernicious  tariff  strikes  a  reckless  blow. 
The  honorable  Speaker  (Mr.  Clay)  ventures  al- 
most to  intimate  that  he  thinks  it  a  perversion  of 
terms  to  call  a  ship  an  article  of  manufacture, 
which  It  has  been  so  justly  designated  by  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Webster,) 
whose  defence  of  the  navigating  interests  of  the 
prosperous  city  he  represents  on  this  floor,  must 
entitle  him  to  its  lasting  gratitude  and  confidence. 

A  ship,  said  Mr.  H.,  is  the  rhe/ d\ruvre  of  manu- 
factures. Whilst,  in  its  construction  and  motion, 
it  sustains  a  greater  amount  of  human  industry 
than  any  other  mechanical  contrivance,  it  was  at 
once  the  noblest  triumph  which  man  had  achieved 
over  the  elements,  and  one  of  the  proudest  tro- 
phies of  his  genius.  No  one,  but  him  whose  soul 
IS  dead  to  every  generous  impulse,  can  witness 
this  beautiful  machine,  riding  with  apparent  su- 
premacy over  the  boisterous  main,  (which  but  for 
the  invention  would  have  fixed  impassable  bar- 
riers to  the  intercourse  and  civilization  of  the  hu- 
man species.)  without  feeling  new  pride  and  ex- 


ultation in  the  apparently  indefinite  capabilities 
of  man.  To  an  American,  this  spectacle  is  cal- 
culated to  convey  peculiar  emotions.  In  a  ship, 
he  may  see  the  emblem  of  his  country's  prosperity 
and  power — an  engine  which  has  lavished  wealth 
on  our  shores  and  glory  on  our  name. 

Mr.  H.  said  that  he  had  made  such   an   unrea- 
sonable trespass  on  the  time  of  the  Committee 
that  he  was  constrained  to  offer  a  very  brief  sum- 
mary, in  the  way  of  reply  to  the  remaining  posi- 
tions taken   by  the  honorable  Speaker.     One  of 
the  most  important  of  these  was,  that  the  passage 
of  the  tantf  would,  by  the  multiplication  of  man- 
ufactures, produce  a  steady  demand  for  labor.     If 
the  experience  of  Great  Britain  furnished  any  in- 
struction on  this  topic,  it  warranted  quite  a  differ- 
ent deduction ;  for  her  manufacturing  establish- 
ments supplied,  of  all   her   various   branches  of 
industry,  the  least  certain  demand  for  labor.    This 
resulted  from  the  very  nature  of  things.    The  im- 
position of  an   import  duly  in  a  foreign  country, 
on  the  article  manufactured,  or  an  abolition  of  it- 
use  by  the  very  caprice  of  fashion,  was  calculated 
to  disturb,  very  seriously,  the  uniformity  of  this 
demand.     It    had   been   very  justly   said,   that  a 
whim  or  freak  in  a  Parisian  belle,  in  layinu  aside 
a    fashionable   article   of  dress,    had    very   often 
thrown  thousands  out  of  employment,  and  carried 
starvation  and  beggary  in  its   train.     The  melan- 
choly circumstances  of  distress  so  often  exhibited 
in  the  manufacturing  districts  of  England,  afford- 
ed the  best  proof  of  this   tremendous  fluctuation. 
Nor  is  it  absolutely  certain,  if  the  Speaker  could 
see  the  capital  of  the  country  vested  more  gener- 
ally in  manufactures,  that  he  would   find   a  cure 
for  those  bankruptcies  which  he  says   have  been 
of  such  frequent  and  fatal  occurrence,  and  which 
he  seem^  to  consider  as  peculiarly  incident   to 
trade.     In  England,  the  failures  among  her  man- 
ufacturers bear  a  high  and  undue  proportion  to 
the  other  business  classes.     A   popular  journal  of 
our  own  country  furnishes  the  following  state- 
ment in  reference  to  this  topic:   "We  have  taken 
'  up  the  first  English  magazine  that  came  to  hand, 
'  and  out  of  one  hundred  and   forty  bankruptcies 
'  in  the  month   from  November   14th,  to  Decem- 
'  ber  15th,  1821,  twenty  only  were  of  mercantile 
'  establishments,   and    the   other   six-sevenths   of 
'  every  species  of  manufactures,"' 

Mr.  H.  said,  that  in  all  that  had  been  urged  as 
objections  to  building  up  large  mauufacturinf' es- 
tablishments in  this  country,  on  account  ol^ihe 
morals  and  health  of  the  people,  (which  were  no 
insignificant  items  in  the  estimate  of  a  patriot  and 
statesman,)  he  fully  concurred.  That  a  few  cap- 
italists should  control  the  votes  of  three  or  four 
hund>«<l  electors,  he  thought  an  evil  exhibiting 
the  most  frightful  portents.  The  answer  which 
the  Speaker  had  given  to  this  objection  was 
neither  sound  nor  satisfactory— "that  all  large 
employments  in  which  capital  is  used  for  the  pur- 
chase of  wages  are  liable  to  this  complaint."  In 
no  branch  of  human  industry  has  the  employer, 
however,  such  a  perfect  dominion  over  the  la- 
borer, and  in  none  is  the  latter  so  entirely  de- 
pendent for  his  bread  on   the  former.     The    very 


t 


occupation,  by  a  prostration  of  physical  energy, 
begets  a  moral  subserviency  that  fits  the  man  for 
a  slave.  That  taste  must  be  vitiated,  indeed,  that 
would  prefer  seeing  a  fellow  creature  fixed  down 
to  a  loom  for  sixteen  long  hours  out  of  the  twenty- 
four,  emaciated  and  spiritless,  a  mechanical  rather 
than  an  intelligent  agent,  whose  mind  does  not 
travel  one  inch  beyond  the  monotonous  flight  of 
his  shuttle — to  the  contemplation  of  a  healthy, 
vigorous,  and  independent  husbandman,  whose 
homestead,  poor  as  it  may  be,  gives  him,  in  feel- 
ing at  least,  the  independence  of  a  monarch,  and 
the  spirit  of  a  man.  Mr.  H.  said  that  he  would 
not  detain  the  Committee  by  pushing  the  inquiry 
into  this  part  of  the  subject,  through  all  the  af- 
fecting relations  connected  with  it,  in  relation  to 
the  health  and  morals  of  a  people  engaged  in 
manufactures.  He  would  say  nothing  ot  the  hec- 
atombs of  human  beings  that  were  offered  up  at 
the  shrine  of  the  Mammon  that  presides  over 
these  establishments,  in  the  persons  and  fortunes 
of  the  unhappy  children,  scarcely  released  from 
the  helplessness  of  infancy,  that  were  brought  to 
be  devoured  by  this  Saturn.  The  pictures  which 
Southey  has  given  of  the  horrors  of  Manchester 
and  Birmingham,  in  which  the  poet  was  supposed 
to  have  blended  no  inconsiderable  portion  of  mis- 
anthropy and  spleen,  will  not  long  remain  a  ques- 
tionable fiction  on  this  side  of  the  water.  The 
recent  discussion  in  the  Legislature  of  a  manu- 
facturing State,  (fruitless  in  its  result,  except  in 
demonstrating  the  existence  of  the  evils  intended 
to  be  remedied,)  whether  provision  should  be 
made  by  law  for  educating  the  two  thousand  five 
hundred  children  imprisoned  in  these  infernal 
charnel  houses,  is  full  of  instruction,  and  shows 
that  we  are  gradually  and  shall  rapidly  arrive  (if 
this  tarifl'is  foisted  on  the  country)  at  that  condi- 
tioD  when  Espriella  himself  may  travel  through 
our  manufacturing  districts,  and  gather  abundant 
materials  for  a  fresh  narrative. 

Mr.  H.  said,  that  he  had  intended  to  have  dis- 
cussed the  probable  effect  which  the  Speaker's 
••American  and  paternal  policy"  (all  concreted 
and  concocted  in  the  bill  before  you)  would  have 
on  the  settlement,  and  consequent  price  of  our 
public  lands.  He  would  spare  the  Committee  this 
discussion,  and  make  but  a  single  remark — that  it 
is  perfectly  obvious,  if  in  large  cities  and  small 
towns  and  villages,  more  especially  on  the  Atlan- 
tic frontier,  the  population  of  our  country  becomes 
more  concentrated,  by  the  temptation  which  will 
lie  held  forth  of  immediate  employment  at  these 
points,  by  the  establishment  of  manufactures,  the 
stream  of  foreign  emigration  that  has  flowed  with 
a  full  and  prosperous  tide  to  the  West,  will  be  se- 
riously arrested.  The  pecuniary  loss  in  the  di- 
minished value  of  the  public  lauds,  which  would 
arise  to  the  country,  important  as  it  might  be,  was 
perhaps  insignificant  in  comparison  with  other 
considerations;  and  these  considerations  rendered 
the  zealous  and  unbroken  support  which  the  gen- 
tlemen from  the  Western  States  had  given  the  tar- 
iff an  inscrutable  problem.  That  portion  of  the 
Union  could  participate  in  no  part  of  the  bill,  ex- 
cept in  ;ts  burdens,  in  spilt-  of  the  fallacious  hopes 


that  were  cherished,  in  reference  to  cotton  bag- 
ging for  Kentucky,  and  the  woollen  duty  for  Steu- 
benville.  He  feared,  that,  to  the  entire  region  of 
the  West  no  "cordial  drops  of  comfort"  would 
come,  even  in  the  duty  on  foreign  spirits.  To  a 
large  portion  of  our  people,  who  are  in  the  habit 
of  solacing  themselves  with  Hollands,  Antigua, 
and  Cognac,  Whiskey  would  still  have  "  a  most 
villanous  twang."  The  cup,  he  feared,  would 
be  refused,  though  tendered  by  the  hand  of  patriot- 
ism as  well  as  conviviality.  No — the  West  has 
but  one  interest,  that  is,  that  its  best  customer,  the 
South,  should  be  prosperous — that  our  revenue 
should  be  so  ample  as  to  preclude  the  necessity  of 
any  resort  to  internal  taxation — that  she  should 
not  be  coerced  in  reference  to  her  payments  for 
purchases  of  the  public  land.  He  would  go  fur- 
ther and  say,  that,  after  n>aking  an  adequate  pro- 
vision for  the  public  debt,  that  this  Government 
could  not  adopt  a  more  wise  and  beneficent  policy 
than  to  expend  a  part  at  least  of  the  amount  of 
the  sales  of  the  public  lands  in  those  great  works 
of  internal  improvement  which  are  so  necessary 
to  the  proper  development  of  the  resources  of  that 
interesting  region,  and  for  connecting  it  by  social 
and  commercial  intercourse,  with  every  part  of 
the  Atlantic  section.  To  enable  us  to  be  both 
just  and  generous,  our  finances  from  revenue  must 
be  unimpaired,  and  he  undertook  to  say  that  the 
existing  policy  of  the  country  would  be  sufficient 
for  all  its  wants,  both  in  relation  to  tiie  public 
debt,  fortifications,  our  Army  and  Naval  Estab- 
lishments, if  not  paralyzed  by  the  odious  measure 
under  consideration,  which  would  alone,  he  be- 
lieved, prevent  the  funds  arising  from  the  sales  of 
the  Western  lands  being  appropriated  to  the  great 
and  enlightened  purposes  he  had  indicated. 

Mr.  H.  said,  that  the  honorable  Speaker  had 
endeavored,  among  the  other  objections  to  the 
bill,  to  remove  those  to  which  it  is  most  particu- 
larly obnoxious,  on  the  ground  of  the  fostering 
patronage  it  would  afford    to  smuggling.     High 
duties  were  invariably  productive  of  this  perni- 
cious fraud.     The  spread  of  this  vice  would  be  in- 
finitely extended  by  the  influence  of  the  opinion, 
that  your  legislation  is  partial  and  your  imposts 
unjustifiably  ojipressive.     If  laws  do  not  concur 
with  the  moral  sentiment  of  the  community,  they 
are  feeble  instruments,  and  exist  in  your  statute 
book  as  memorials  of  their  own  impotency.     Prior 
to  the  American  Revolution  the  injustice  of  Great 
Britain,  resulting  from  the  jealousy  of  her  colonial 
system,  led  to  the  most  skilful  violations  of  the 
revenue,  which  it  baffled  all  the  power  of  her  army 
on  shore,  and  her  marine  on  the  coast,  to  prevent. 
The  same  causes  will  produce  similar  results.     A 
sense  of  unmerited  wrong  inflicted  on  one  portion 
of  your  Union,  will  lead  even  the  virtuous  to  re- 
gard an  indulgence  in  this  offence  at  least  with 
apathy,  whilst  its  immense  profits  will  prove  an 
irresistible  lure  to  the  vicious.     For  the  commis- 
sion of  this  vice  our  coast  furnishes  the  most  ex- 
traordinary facilities,  in  its  cxtensiveness,  sparse- 
ness  of  population,  and  innumerable  indentures  by 
bays  and  rivers.     Tiie  whole  Navy  of  the  United 
States,  with  an  army  cf  twenty  tliousand  men, 
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would  be  inadequate  to  the  protection  of  the  reve- 
nue, when  you  make  it  the  interest  of  the  worst 
portion  of  your  people  to  embark  in  the  hazards 
of  tbe'e  desperate  yet  profitable  enterprises.  Mr. 
Pitt,  after  trying  every  expedient  which  force  and 
vigilance  could  supply,  considered  as  hopeless  any 
other  remedy  than  a  reduction  of  the  duty  on  an 
article,  in  relation  to  which  he  desired  to  suppress 
smuggling.  It  is  a  remarkable  fact  in  the  admin- 
istration of  this  statesman,  that,  having  ascertained 
that  the  country  consumed  ten  millions  of  pounds 
of  tea,  annually,  and  that  only  five  millions  were 
entered  at  the  custom-house,  he  was  induced  to 
lower  the  duty  50  per  cent. ;  the  consequence  was, 
that  it  ceased  soon  to  be  the  interest  of  the  smug- 
gler to  introduce  this  article,  as  the  rate  of  duty 
did  not  cover  the  risk  of  its  clandestine  introduc- 
tion. And  the  Minister  was  therefore  rewarded, 
as  the  fruit  of  his  intelligence,  with  a  revenue  from 
this  article  double  in  amount,  and  the  custom- 
house returns  forthwith  concurred  with  the  esti- 
mated consumption  of  the  country. 

It  is  not  alone  by  the  loss  of  revenue  that  smug- 
gling is  injurious ;  it  raises  up  a  class  of  men  who 
are  at  all  times  dangerous  to  the  peace  and  safety 
of  the  community.     Men  who  are  habituated  to 
scenes  of  peril  and  daring,  and  tainted  with  *'  the 
accursed    thirst  of  gold,"  which   gives  to    their 
wickedness  all  the  energy  of  courage,  and  to  their 
efforts  that  perseverance  which  belongs  to  avarice. 
One  of  the  best  accounts  he  had  met  with  of  the 
peculiar  character  of  these  people,  was  to  be  found 
in  a  description  given  by  Napoleon  to  O'Meara, 
of  the  smugglers  at  Dunkirk,  which  was  to  be 
found  in  the  interesting  sketches  given  by  the  lat- 
ter of  that  extraordinary  man,  who,  with  all  his 
other  talents,  seems  to  have  shared  with  Tacitus 
the  faculty  of  sinking  off  at  a  moment  the  most 
powerful,   faithful,    and    condensed   delineations. 
With  the  Speaker's  eulogium,  eloquent  as  it  was, 
of  this  remarkable  individual,  Mr.  H.  said  he  had 
neither  time  nor  inclination  to  cavil.     He  would 
merely  remark,  that  Bonaparte's  continental  sys- 
tem, on  which   that  gentleman   had  lavished  so 
much  encomium,  was  now  regarded,  he  believed, 
by  the  first  state>men  of  Europe,  as  quite  of  a 
piece  with  his  expedition  to  Moscow.     That  both 
measures  would  go  down  to  posterity  as  a  reproach 
to  the  sagacity  of  that  great  man,  he  had  no  doubt. 
But  he  confessed  that  he  considered  the  Speaker's 
complacent  esteem  of  Napoleon's  restrictive  sys- 
tem, as  rather  an  evil  omen.     It  looked  as  if  some 
more  tremendous  tariffs  were  yet  in  reserve,  as  the 
ue  plus  ultra  of  the  ''  parental  policy."     The  three 
principal  authorities  on  which  the  Speaker  has 
relied,  have  been  Mathew  Carey,  the  Emperor  of 
Russia,  and  Napoleon.  To  give  a  finished  analysis 
of  a  smuggler,  and  to  show  what  sort  of  animal 
he  is,  whilst  he  would  leave  the  Speaker  in  un- 
disputed nosAession  of  the  two  first  of  these  per- 
sonages, he  would  borrow  for  a  moment  his  last 
authority.     It  was  in  one  of  those  delightful  talks 
with  O'Meara  that  this  interesting  exile  observed — 

"  During  the  war  with  England,  (sajil  he,)  all  the 
intelligence  I  received  from  thence,  came  through  the 
smugglers.     They  are  terrible  people,  and  hare  cour- 


age and   ability  to  do  any  thing  for  money.     They 
had,  at  first,  a  part  of  Dunkirk  allotted  to  them,  to 
which    they    were    restricted  ;  but,   as  they,   latterly, 
went  out  of  their  limits,  committed  riota,  and  insulted 
every   body,  I  ordered  Gravelines  to  be  prepared  for 
their  reception,  where  they  had  a  little  camp  for  their 
accommodation,  beyond  which  they  were  not  permit- 
ted  to  go.     At  one  time  there  were  upwards  of  five 
hundred  of  thorn  in  Dunkirk.     I  had  every  informa- 
tion   I  wanted    through  them.     They    brought   over 
newspapers   and   despatches,  from  the  spies  that  we 
had   in  London.     They  took   over  spies  from  France, 
landed  and    kept  them  in  their  houses  for  some  days, 
then   dispersed    them  over   the  country,  and  brought 
them   back  when  wanted.     The  police  had  to  pay  a 
number  of  French  emigranU,  who  gave  constant  in- 
formation of  the  Vendean  party,  Georges,  and  others, 
at   the  time  ibey  were   preparing  to  assacsinate  me. 
All  their  movements  were  made  known.     Besides,  the 
police  had  in    pay  many  English  spies,  some  of  high 
quality,  among  whom  there  were  many  ladies.     There 
was   one  lady   in  particular,  of  very    high  rank,  who 
furnished  considerable  information,  and  was  sometimes 
paid  as  high  as  three  thousand  pounds  in  one  month. 
They  came   over,  continued  he,  in  boats  not  broader 
than  this  bark.     It  was  really  astonishing  to  see  them 
passing   your  seventy-four  gun  ships  in  defiance."     I 
observed   that  they  were  double  spies,  and  that  they 
brought  intelligence  from  France  to  the  British  Gov- 
ernment.   That  is  very  likely,  replied  Napoleon.   They 
brought  you  newspapers;  but,  I  believe,  that,  as  spies, 
they  did  not  convey  much  intelligence  to  you.     They 
are  terrible   people,    and   did    great  mischief  to  your 
Government.     They  took  from  France,  annually,  forty 
millions   of  silks    and    brandy.       They    assisted  the 
French  prisoners  to  escape  from  England.     The  rela- 
tions of  Frenchmen,  prisoners  in  your  country,  were 
accustomed  to  go  to  Dunkirk,  and  to  make  a  bargain 
with  them  to  bring  over  a  certain  prisoner.     All   that 
they  wanted  was   the   name,  age,  and   private  token, 
by  means  of  which  the   prisoner   might  repose  confi- 
dence in  them.     Generally,  in  a  short  lime  afterwards, 
they   effected  it  ;  as,  for  men  like  them,  they  had  a 
great  deal  of  honor  in   their  dealings.     They  offered 
several   times   times  to  bring  over  Louis,  and  the  rest 
of  the  Bourbons,  for  a  nam  of  money  ;  but  they  wanted 
to  stipulate   that,  if  they  met  with  any  accidents  or 
interruption  to  their  design,  they  might  be  allowed  to 
massacre   them.     This  I  would  not  consent  to.     Be- 
sides, 1  despised  the  Bourbons  too  much,  and  had  no 
fear  of    them.     Indeed,   at   that    time,   they  were  no 
more  thought  of  in  France,  than  the  Sluarls  were  in 
England.    They,  also,  offered  to  bring  over  Dumourier, 
Sarrazin,  and  others,  whom  they  thought  I  hated;  but 
I  held  them  in  too  much  contempt  to  take  any  trouble 
about  them." 

No  man  can  add  any  thing  to  this  picture.  It 
was  full  of  instruction,  and  it  would  always  be  a 
serious  question  with  a  nation  whether  they  ought 
to  adopt  a  policy  calculated  to  legislate  into  exis- 
tence such  miscreants  as  Napoleon  had  described 
The  Speaker,  however,  complains,  that  all  our 
employments  are  overstocked  ;  that  the  proposed 
tariff  will  create  new  professions  and  departments 
of  industry.  But,  after  all,  would  not  the  renowned 
and  ancient  trade  and  mystery  of  smuggling  be 
the  only  profitable  avocation  created?  Its  thrift 
will  be  unquestionable,  and  its  votaries  may,  at 
last,  pass  for  very  worthy  and  patriotic  men. 
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Mr.  H.  said  there  was  one  consideration  to  be 
borne  in  mind,  which  was  inseparably  connected 
with  the  mea.sure  under  discus.sion,  and  that  was, 
the  utter  impossibility  of  satisfying  the  monopo- 
lists engaged  in  manufactures,  who  were  so  clam- 
orous for  the  pa.ssage  of  this  bill,  with  any  thing 
short  of  absolute  prohibition.  They  had  been, 
by  steadily  marching  up  to  this  point,  gathering 
numbers,  by  cunning  addre.s-ses  to  popular  preju- 
dice and  feeling,  from  1790.  through  the  several 
revisions  of  the  tariff,  up  to  the  present  time.  It 
was  as  easy  to  cater  for  a  cormorant  as  to  satisfy 
their  greedy  appetite  for  gain.  Their  industry, 
combination,  perseverance,  and  identity  of  interest, 
rendered  the  whole  corps  more  dangerous  to  the 
peace  and  prosperity  of  a  community  than  even  a 
full  and  well-organized  detachment  of  smugglers. 
Their  avarice  invariably  approaches  under  the 
guise  of  public  spirit,  whilst  the  unity  of  purpose 
with  which  tbey  act,  gives  an  overwhelming  en- 
orgy  to  their  exertions.  Committees  of  corres- 
jwndence,  public  meetings,  and  the  press,  more 
prolific  than  the  herrings  of  Norway,  are  all  uni- 
ted, in  a  "  holy  alliance,"  to  fasten  on  the  country 
a  system  which,  in  taxing  nine-tenths  of  the 
people,  is  to  reward  their  pious  and  patriotic 
efforts. 

Mr.  H.  said,  that  he  had  been  indebted  to  Na- 
poleon for  a  just  delineation  of  a  smuggler  ;  he 
would  now  appeal  to  the  writings  of  a  great  man 
for  a  full  length  portrait  of  a  monopolist.  He 
believed  it  would  be  admitted  that  Adam  Smith 
knew  something  of  this  personage,  for  it  was  his 
good  fortune  to  have  been  haled  by  all  the  patriots 
of  the  "protecting  and  parental  policy"  of  his 
day,  with  a  cordiality  that  was  almost  equal  to 
the  success  witli  which  he  exposed  their  selfish 
hypocrisy.  In  the  course  of  a  vigorous  and  phi- 
losophical dissertation  on  this  subject,  he  re- 
marks: 

"  To  expect,  indeed,  that  the  freedom  of  trade  should 
ever  be  entirely  restored  in  Great  Britain,  is  as  absurd 
as  to  expect  that  Oceana  or  Utopia  should  ever  be  es- 
tablished in  it.  Not  only  the  prejudices  of  the  public, 
but  what  is  much  more  incorrigible,  the  private  inter- 
cuts of  many  individuals,  irresistibly  oppose  it.  Were 
the  officers  of  the  Army  to  oppose,  with  the  same  zeal 
and  unanimity,  any  reduction  in  the  number  of  forces, 
with  which  master  manufacturers  set  themselves 
against  every  law  that  is  likely  to  increase  the  num- 
ber of  their  rivals  in  the  home  market ;  were  the 
former  to  animate  their  soldiers  in  the  same  manner 
as  the  latter  inflame  their  workmen,  to  attack,  with 
violence  and  outrage,  the  proposers  of  any  such  regu- 
lation ;  to  attempt  to  reduce  the  Army  would  be  as 
dangerous  as  it  has  now  become  to  attempt  to  dimin- 
ish, in  any  respect,  the  monopoly  which  our  manu- 
facturers have  obtained  against  us. 

'•  This  monopoly  has  so  much  increased  the  number 
of  some  particular  tribes  of  them,  that,  like  an  over- 
grown standing  army,  they  have  become  formidable  to 
the  Government,  and.  upon  many  occasions,  intimi- 
date the  Legislature. 

"  The  member  of  Parliament  who  support.*  every 
proposal  for  strengthening  this  monopoly,  is  sure  to  ac- 
quire not  only  the  reputation  of  understanding  trade, 
but  great  popularity  and  influence  with  an  order  of 


men  whose  numbers  and  wealth  render  them  of  great 
importance.  If  he  opposes  them,  on  the  contrary,  and 
still  more  if  he  has  authority  enough  to  be  able  to 
thwart  them,  neither  the  most  acknowledged  probity, 
nor  the  highest  rank,  nor  the  greatest  public  services, 
can  protect  him  from  the  most  infamous  abuse  and 
detraction,  from  personal  insulu,  nor,  sometimes,  from 
real  danger,  arising  from  the  insolent  outrage  of  furi- 
ous and  disappointed  monopolists." 

Has  not  a  portion  of  this  picture  been  already 
realized  in  cur  own  country,  at  the  very  com- 
mencement of  this  manufacturing  millenium  ?  Is 
not  a  man's  reputation  in  Congress  "  for  under- 
standing trade"  and  finance,  just  in  proportion  as 
he  may  favor  the  tariff  ?  Have  we  not  heard  "of 
master  manufacturers  inflaming  their  workmen 
to  attack  with  outrage  and  violence  the  proposers 
of  regulations  calculated  to  defeat  their  profit.s?" 
Let  the  recent  events  at  a  public  meeting  at  New 
York  respond  to  this  inquiry.  In  relation  to  this 
extraordinary  and  disgraceful  event,  it  has  been 
asserted  that  ruffians  belonging  to  the  manufac- 
tories of  the  neighboring  towns  were  brought  over 
for  the  purpose  of  overawing  the  deliberation-^  of 
an  assembly,  convened  for  the  purpose  of  protest- 
ing against  the  passage  of  the  proposed  tariff. 
This  may  be  regarded  as  a  fearful  augury,  indeed, 
of  the  path  we  are  travelling — a  path  in  which 
there  is  neither  "pleasantness  nor  peace." 

Mr.  H.  said,  that  his  duty  to  those  who  gave 
him  his  warrant  to  be  heard  on  that  floor,  would 
not  permit  him  to  disguise  a  single  opinion  which 
he  entertained  in  regard  to  the  pernicious  charac- 
ter of  the  measure  under  consideration.  His  feel- 
ings did  not  allow  him  very  nicely  to  measure  his 
words.  He  would  not  travel  out  of  his  way  to 
say  an  unkind  thing,  but  for  whatever  he  did  sav, 
even  in  the  intemperance  of  his  zeal,  he  was  wil- 
ling to  be  regarded  as  responsible  both  in  this 
House  and  out  of  this  House.  Privilege  with 
him  should  never  be  synonymous  with  protection 
and  impunity.  He  would,  therefore,  speak  of  the 
bill  and  the  manner  in  which  it  had  been  got  up 
just  as  he  believed  they  deserved.  The  first  thing 
he  should  say,  was,  that  he  believed  there  had 
been  more  outdoor  than  indoor  legislation,  in  re- 
gard to  the  measure.  He  feared  that  the  sheet, 
now  so  fearfully  filled  up,  had  been,  for  some  time 
before  the  commencement  of  the  session,  held  up 
as  a  sort  of  carte  Uanche  in  which  every  monopo- 
list might  insert  just  such  a  tax  as  he  wished  levied 
on  the  community  to  encourage  his  pious  labors.  If 
he  had  understood  correctly,  all  sorts  of  pilgrims 
had  travelled  to  the  room  of  the  Committee  on 
Manufactures,  from  the  sturdy  iron  master  down 
to  the  poor  manufacturer  of  whetstones,  all  equally 
clamorous  for  the  protection  "  of  a  ;>ar<r7iia/,  of  an 
Amn-ican  policy."  A  friend,  in  whose  veracity 
and  accuracy  he  had  great  confidence,  had  in- 
formed him  that  he  had  seen,  in  a  paper  of  one 
of  the  cities  north  of  this,  a  letter  from  an  um- 
brella maker,  in  which  he  toasted  of  his  having 
successfully  used  his  influence  with  t'le  com- 
mittee, to  insert  an  increase  of  duty  on  um- 
brellas, in  some  way  to  encourage  their  manu- 
facture. 
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Mr.  H.  said  he  would  not  stop  to  inquire  whe- 
ther one  of  these  trips  to  the  Seat  of  Government 
was  as  holy  as  a  pilgrimage  io  Jerusalem  or  Mec- 
ca; but  he  nevertheless  thought  that  a  man  might 
be  more  worthily  employed  at  home  than  in  jour- 
neys having  for  their  object  the  transfer  of  other 
people's  money  into  their  own  pockets,  although 
the  purpose  might  be  most  marvellously  connected 
with  great  con^^iderationsof  public  utility,  and  the 
most  lofty  and  spotless  patriotism.  Even  if  he 
was  disposed  to  subscribe  to  the  policy  of  the  bill, 
he  confessed  he  had  serious  distrust  of  its  details. 
He  believed  that  some  one  who  had  had  the  pa- 
tience to  count  them,  had  ascertained  that  they  con- 
sisted of  nearly  300  items,  on  which  an  increase 
of  duty  has  been  laid.  He  understood  that  such 
a  lumping  revision  of  a  tariff  had  never  been 
attempted,  even  in  England.  Tliere,  no  altera- 
tion in  the  existing  duties  ever  took  place,  that 
was  not  proposed  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, after  it  had  passed  through  the  scrutiny 
of  the  Board  of  Trade.  And  even  then  merchants 
and  manufacturers  of  intelligence  and  experi- 
ence were  examined  in  committee,  or  at  the  bar 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  as  to  the  practical  op- 
eration of  the  contemplated  change. 

Now,  it  was  a  fact,  he  believed,  of  universal 
notoriety,  that  the  Committee  on  Manufactures 
had  not  officially  consulted  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury;  and  a  bill,  either  most  oppressively  to 
increase  or  injuriously  to  diminish  our  revenue,  is 
about  to  be  passed,  without  his  public  sanction. 
This  deficiency  had  not  been  supplied  by  the 
abundant  knowledge  of  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, the  chairman  of  the  committee,  (.Mr. 
Tod,)  who  had  been  convicted,  on  more  occasions 
than  one,  of  a  gross  ignorance  of  the  operation, 
bearing,  and  character,  of  this  measure.  If  it  was 
indeed  destined  to  become  a  law,  it  would  be 
some  consolation  for  those  who  are  to  suffer  from 
Its  effects,  to  believe  that  they  are  not  the  victims 
of  a  blundering  blindness.  The  poor  wretch  who 
suffers  amputation  should  at  least  be  comforted, 
under  the  knife,  with  a  belief  that  his  doctor  knows 
what  he  is  at. 

Mr.  H.  said,  after  having  fatigued  the  Com- 
mittee so  much,  he  certainly  would  refrain  from 
discussing  at  length  the  Constitutional  (juestion 
involved  in  the  measure,  which  the  Speaker  had 
rather  passed  over,  than  treated  with  the  serious- 
ness it  deserves.  That  the  Constitution  contains 
a  specific  grant  of  power  to  encourage  manu 
faciures,  would  not  be  contended.  It  has  how- 
ever been  found  under  a  power  to  regulate  com- 
merce and  to  levy  imposts.  That  the  framers  of 
the  Constitution  intended  under  this  clause  to 
confer  no  such  grant,  is  obvious  from  the  fact  of 
their  negativing,  in  Convention,  a  proposition  to 
insert  in  that  instrument  a  section  giving  the 
power  in  question,  as  might  be  seen  by  reference 
to  the  Journals.  Nor  can  the  power  be  found 
under  the  clause  giving  the  grant  of  authority  to 
levy  duties  on  imports,  for  the  exclusive  purposes 
of  revenue.  The  proposed  scheme  for  the  en- 
couragement of  manufactures  is  destructive  of  that 
uniformity  of  taxation  which  is  the  imperative 


precept  of  the  instrument  in  relation  to  this  power. 
A  brief  statement,  which  has  been  founded  on  the 
calculations  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of 
Charleston  will  show  in  what  this  uniformity- 
consists.  South  Carolina  will  pay,  confessedly, 
not  for  the  purposes  of  revenue,  but  for  the  en- 
couragement of  domestic  manufactures,  on  four 
articles  alone,  the  following  sums  : 

On  18,500  pices  of  cotton  bagging,  at  $i  32, 

amount  of  duty $79,910 

On  2,000  pieces  of  Osnaburg?,   at  $5  ^0, 

amount  of  duty      -----  11,000 

On  1,350,000  yards  of  plains,  at  11  cents  -  148,500 

On  woollens  consumed  by  white  population  324,000 


Total 


.$56.3,410 


A  tax,  without  disguise,  levied  for  the  avowed 
purpose  of  being  put  into  the  pockets  of  the  cotton- 
bagging  manufacturers  of  Kentucky,  and  the 
woollen  manufacturers  of  the  North.  The  cun- 
ning implication  by  which  you  get  at  this  power, 
only  adds  a  mockery  to  an  unjustifiable  wrong. 
An  act  providing  that  South  Carolina  should  pay 
from  her  coffers,  in  specie,  the  amount  of  this 
bounty,  would  be  quite  as  righteous  and  Consti- 
tutional. But  the  objects  of  this  Confederacy 
furnish  the  true  principles  for  the  interpretation 
of  the  instrument.  We  are  independent  States, 
and  our  league  merely  looks  to  a  common  defence, 
external  and  internal  commerce,  an  army,  navy, 
judiciary,  and  the  powers  necessary  to  carry  these 
objects  into  effect.  No  one  member  of  this  Con- 
federacy could  have  contemplated  joining  a  Unioa 
in  which  "the  common  defence  and  general  wel- 
fare" meant  a  sacrifice  of  any  part  of  it,  under 
fanciful  and  arbitrary  considerations  of  "  the  good 
of  the  whole.''  We  are  not  a  consolidated  em- 
pire, and  consequently  we  have  no  right  partially 
to  oppress  any  portion  of  the  States,  however  tri- 
fling may  be  the  interest  violated. 

But,  on  the  ground  of  expediency,  is  it  nothing 
to  weaken  the  attachment  of  one  section  of  this 
confederacy  to  the  bond  of  Union  ?  Is  it  nothing 
to  shake  the  confidence  of  a  portion  of  our  people 
in  the  integrity  and  justice  of  their  Government  ? 
Is  it  nothing  to  sow  the  seeds  of  incurable  aliena- 
tion, by  producing  a  belief  that,  in  your  policy  you 
rather  consult  power  than  right  ?  Ours  is  a  Govern- 
ment of  opinion  ;  it  is  sustained  by  the  affections  of 
its  people.  The  natural  ties  and  charities  of  human 
life  cannot  remain  unbroken  under  a  sense  of  un- 
merited wrong.  The  affections  of  a  child  to  a 
parent  are  sometimes  snapl  asunder  by  continued 
acts  of  injustice  and  unkindness.  Feeble,  in  com- 
parison with  these,  is  that  artificial  contrivance, 
called  a  Government.  Lord  North  contended, 
with  a  plausibility  equal  at  least  to  the  ingenuity 
which  the  honorable  Speaker  has  displayed  in 
proving  the  power  in  question,  that  the  colonies 
had  a  virtual  representation.  We,  nevertheless, 
are  acquainted  wiih  the  result.  Let  no  man,  how- 
ever, tax  me  with  holding  incendiary  doctrines.  I 
know  that  South  Carolina  will  cling  to  this  Union 
a^  long  as  a  plank  of  it  floats  on  tiie  troubled  ocean 
uf  events.    I  know  her  lofty  nationality  and  gen- 


I 


i 


1 


April,  1824. 


The  Tarif  BiU. 


H.  or  R. 


erous  patriotism ;  but  the  honorable  Speaker,  when 
he  makes  his  appeal  to  the  gentlemen  of  the  South, 
and  calls  upon  us  complacently  to  witness  odious, 
partial,  and  undisguised  burdens  imposed  upon 
our  constituents,  without  even  the  justification  of 
that  expediency  which  sometimes  gives  a  colora- 
ble pretext  to  injustice,  asks  from  us  an  unreason- 
able boon. 

In  resisting  this  appeal  of  the  honorable  Speaker, 
Mr.  H.  said  he  could  not,  at  the  same  time,  be 
insensible  to  theeloquent  tribute  which  the  Speak- 
er had  paid  to  those  statesmen  of  the  South  with 
whom  It  had  been  his  fortune  to  be  associated  in 
the  interesting  events  of  the  late  war.  The  coun- 
try, he  believed,  could  not  forget  all  that  he  had 
done  in  powerful  association  with  three  distin- 
guished individuals  from  South  Carolina,  no 
longeron  that  floor ;  a  triumvirate  which  it  would 
be,  he  feared,  presumptuous  in  the  Slate  to  hope 
very  soon  to  furnish  as  her  contingent  to  the  pub- 
lic weal.  He  would  fain  hope,  too,  that  his  coun- 
trymen at  home  would  find  some  compensation 
for  the  Speaker's  zealous  crusade  against  their 
interests  in  a  just  recollection  of  his  inestimable 
services,  at  an  awful  crisis,  when  the  existence  of 
this  Union  was  menaced  by  the  agitation  of  a 
question  of  vast  and  inexpressible  interest.  But, 
notwithstanding  the  character  of  these  recollec- 
tions, he  would  say  to  that  honorable  gentleman, 
that  the  measure  he  had  so  strongly  advocated 
was  unjustifiable  in  its  principles,  offensive  in  its 
character,  and  pernicious  in  its  consequences. 

When  Mr.  Hamilton  had  concluded — 

Some  remarks  passed  between  Mr.  Martin- 
dale  and  Mr.  Hamilton. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Clark's 
motion  to  reduce  the  duty  on  bar  iron  from  fel.l2 
to  90  cents  per  ton,  and  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive—V»9  to  90. 

At  this  time,  and  several  times  in  the  course  of 
to-day's  sitting,  motions  were  made  to  rise,  all 
which  were  rejected. 

Mr.  Bradley,  of  Vermont,  then  moved  to 
amend  the  bill  by  inserting  therein  the  following 
provision,  viz  : 

"  On  all  books  which  the  importer  shall  make  it  sat- 
isfactorily appear  to  the  collector  of  the  port  at  which 
the  same  shall  be  entered,  were  printed  previous  to 
the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-five, 
and  also  on  all  books  printed  in  other  languages  than 
English,  four  cents  per  volume. 

"  On  all  other  books,  when  bound,  forty-five  cents 
per  pound. 

"  On  all  other  Iwoks,  when  in  sheets  or  boards,  forty 
cents  per  pound." 

This  niotion  was  negatived  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Webster,  of  Massachusetts,  then  moved, 
as  an  amendment  to  the  bill,  the  following,  to 
come  in  at  the  end  of  the  5th  section  : 

"  And  be  it  further  enacted.   That,  from  and  after 

the day  ot   next,  the  duties  now  imposed 

and  payable  on  the  wines,  herein  enumerated  and  de- 
scribed, shall,  at  their  importation  into  the  United 
States  from  any  foreign  port  or  place,  cease  and  de- 
termine; and,  in  lieu  thereof,  the  following  rates  or 
duties,  respectively,  shall  be  laid,  levied,  and  collected, 
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on  all  such  wines,  at  their  said  importation,  that  is 
to  say  :  Upon  all  Madeira  wines,  70  cent*  per  gallon  ; 
upon  Sherry,  St.  Lucar,  Lisbon,  Oporto,  and  other 
wines  of  Spain  and  Portugal,  not  herein  enumerated, 
50  cents  per  gallon  ;  on  Teneriffe  and  all  other  wine  of 
the  Canary  Islands,  40  cents  per  gallon  ;  on  Fayal 
and  all  other  wines  of  the  Western  islands,  40  cents  per 
gallon  ;  on  Sicily  wine,  50  cenUj  per  gallon  ;  on  Mal- 
aga wine,  30  cents  per  gallon;  all  other  wines,  not 
enumerated  in  this  or  some  other  law,  when  imported 
in  bottles  or  cases,  50  per  cent,  ad  valorem;  on  all 
other  wines,  when  imported  otherwise  than  in  bottles 
or  cases,  40  per  cent,  ad  valorem.-  Provided,  That  the 
amount  of  duty  thereupon  shall,  in  no  case,  exceed 
100  cents  per  gallon." 

After  some  brief  debate  on  this  motion,  it  was 
decided  in  the  affirmative — ayes  110. 

Mr.  WicKLiFFE  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill 
by  inserting  therein  the  following: 

"  Be  it  enacted,  That  the  provisions  of  the  second 
section  of  the  net  of  Congress,  entitled  'An  act  to  reg- 
ulate the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,'  approved 
27th  April,  1816,  shall  extend  and  inure  to  the  benefit 
of  schools  and  colleges  within  the  United  States  or 
the  Territories  thereof,  in  tbe  same  manner  (under 
the  like  limitations  and  restrictions  provided  in  said 
act)  in  which  they  apply  to  seminaries  of  learning." 

This  motion  was  agreed  to — ayes  116. 
Mr.  Clay  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  in- 
serting the  following: 

"  On  all  manufactured  copper  in  sheets  and  bottoms 
of  every  description,  three  cents  per  pound." 

This  motion  was  negatived — ayes  76. 
Mr.  Allen,  of  Massac husett.*!,  then  moved  to 
amend  the  bill  by  inserting  therein  the  following: 

"  On  brown  sugar,  two  cents  per  pound  ;  on  white 
clayed  or  powdered  sugar,  three  cents  per  pound." 

This  motion  was  negatived  without  debate  and 
without  a  division. 

Mr.  Fuller,  of  Massachusetts,  then  moved  to 
amend  the  bill  by  inserting  the  following: 

"  On  printed  books,  thirty  three  and  one-third  cents 
per  lb." 

This  motion,  also,  was  negatived  without  a 
division. 

Mr.  Miller  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
inserting  "on  mustard  in  bottles,  fifty  cents  per 
dozen.'"     This  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Sandford,  of  Tennessee,  then  moved  to 
amend  the  bill  by  inserting  the  following: 

"  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  no  debenture  or 
drawback  shall  be  allowed  to  any  foreigner,  who  is 
not  an  inhabitant  of  the  United  States,  on  any  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  he  may  have  imported  into 
any  of  the  aforesaid  United  States,  or  Territories 
thereof." 

This  motion  was  negatived  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Hayden,  of  New  York,  then  moved  to 
amend  the  bill  by  striking  out  the  following: 
"  On  wheat  flour,  fifty  cents  per  hundred  weight," 
and  inserting,  "On  wheat  flour,  eighty-five  cents 
per  one  hundred  pounds.*' 

This  motion  was  negatived  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Baylies,  of  Massachusetts,  then  moved  to 
amend  tlie  bill  by  inserting,  "On  race  ginger,  one 
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dollar  per  hundred  weight ;  on  ground  ginger,  two 
cents  per  pound." 

This  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Conner,  of  North  Carolina,  then  moved 
to  strike  out  eighty  cents,  the  proposed  minimum 
valuation  of  imported  woollens,  and  insert,  in  lieu 
thereof,  forty  cents. 

This  question  was  decided  in  the  negative  by 
the  Chair,  94  votes  to  92  ;  but,  a  new  count  being 
demanded  and  taken,  there  were  ayes  100,  noes 
95;  so  the  motion  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Mercer,  of  Virginia,  then  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  by  striking  out  the  second  section  of  the 
bill ;  which  is  in  the  following  words : 

"■And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  in  all  cases 
whatsoever,  all  articles,  composed  of  various  materials, 
shall  pay  the  highest  duty  to  which  articles  manufac- 
lured  from  any  of  such  materials  are  subject."  Wednesday,  April 

This  motion  was,  after  considerable  debate,  de-  ,  The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
cided  in  the  negative— 99  to  94.  !  from  the  Postmaster  General,  accompanied  by  a 

Mr.  Mercer  then  moved  to  strike  out  of  the  bill  '  statement  prepared  in  obedience  to  the  resolution 
the  30th  day  of  June,  (the  day  on  which  the  bill  of  this  House,  directing  him  to  state  "the  amount 
is  to  go  into  operation,)  so  as  to  defer  it  to  a  later  \  of  defalcations  in  his  department,  which  accrued 
day  ;*which  motion  was  negatived — 92  votes  previous  to  July,  18:^3,  and  which  were  not  sued 
to  89.  '  for,  as  directed   by  the  29th   section  of  the  act 

Mr.  Van  Wyck  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  regulating  the  Post  Office  Establishment,  desig- 
by  inserting,  in  lieu  of  the  duty  on  woollens,  to    naiing  the  years  when  each  accrued,  and  not  to 


The  question  on  this  motion  was  decided  ia 
the  negative  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Clay  rose  to  speak  in  explanation  on  one 
or  two  points  which  had  been  touched  upon  in 

debate. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  Committee's 
rising  and  reporting  the  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ment's made  to  it,  and  determined  in  the  affirma- 
tive. The  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  the 
report  was  made  from  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  FoR.sYTH  then  gave  notice  that  he  should, 
to-morrow,  move  for  the  indefinite  postponement 
of  the  whole  subject,  and  require  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  question. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 


take  place  after  30th  June,  1825,  the  following: 

"  Afterwards  a  duty  of  thirty-five  per  centum  ad 
valorem,  until  the  30th  day  of  June,  1827  ;  afterwards 
a  duty  of  forty  per  centum  ad  valorem,  until  the  30th 
day  of  June,  1829;  afterwards  a  duty  of  forty-tive  per 
centum  ad  valorem,  until  the  30th  day  of  June,  1831  ; 
and,  after  that  time,  a  duty  of  fifty  per  centum  ad 
valorem." 

This  amendment  was  negatived  without  a  di- 
vision. 

Mr.  Livingston  then  moved  to  strike  out  the 


extend  beyond  sixteen  years;  and  the  amount  of 
such  deficiencies  as  have  been  charged  against  the 
Postmaster  General  of  the  United  States;"  which 
letter  and  statement  were  laid  on  the  table. 

Ordtred,  That  the  Committee  of  Claims  be  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill 
from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  benefit 
of  Alfred  Moore  and  Sterling  Orgain,  assignees 
of  Morris  Linsey,"  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.    Whittlesey,    from    the    Committee   of 


whole  of  the  proviso  which  proposes  a  minimum    Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Samuel 
valuation  on  imported  woollens.  ;  Cleveland,  jr.,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his  re- 

The  question  on  this  motion  was  taken  without  :  lief;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
debate,  and  decided  in  the  negative — ayes  73.        |  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Bartlett,  of  New  Hampshire,  moved,  at  i  The  select  committee,  to  which  was  referred 
the  close  of  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  to  insert  a  i  the  petition  of  John  Cleves  Symmes  and  Thomas 
duty  on  all  domestic  distilled  spirits,  of  fifty  cents  S.  Hinde,  were  discharged  from  the  consideration 
per  (jallon,  with  a  declaration  of  an  intention  to  thereof,  and  the  petition  was  referred  to  the  Corn- 
propose  a  drawback  on  such  as  should  be  ex-  i  mittee  on  Commerce, 
ported.  I      Mr.  Forsyth,  by  leave  of  the  House,  presented 

Mr.  Storrs  suggested  the  necessity  of  provi-  ;  a  report  and  resolutions  adopted   by  the  General 
sion,  with  such  an  amendment,  for  officers  to  col-  j  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  in  relation  to 


lect  the  duty,  &c. 

Mr.  Bartlett  said  his  object  was  merely  to 
introduce  the  subject  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
so  that  he  might  be  able  to  introduce  the  motion, 
with  all  its  necessary  details,  when  the  bill  should 
come  before  the  House. 


the  running  and  marking  the  boundary  line  be- 
tween that  State  and  the  State  of  Alabama; 
which  report  and  resolutions  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  House  took  up,  and  proceeded  to  consider, 
the  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Warfield,  yes- 


Mr.  Forsyth  suggested  that  a  proposition  of    terday;  and,  the  same  being  read,  it  was,  on  mo- 


this  sort,  for  an  excise  duty,  could  not,  with  pro- 
priety, be  introduced  into  a  bill  proposing  a  duty 
on  imports. 

The  motion  was  negatived  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Craig  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  striking 
out  the  proposed  duty  of  four  cents  per  lb.  on 
white  and  red  lead,  and  inserting  a  duty  of  five 
cents  on  that  article. 


tion  of  Mr.  Tracy.  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Forsyth  laid  the  following  resolution  on 
the  table  for  consideration  on  to-morrow,  viz : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  State* 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  this  House  the  pro- 
posals made,  through  General  Jackson,  by  the  Path- 
Killer  and  his  chiefs,  of  the  Cherokee  tribe  of  Indians, 
in  the  year  1620  or  1821,  to  make  a  cession  of  their 
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lands  to  the  United  Slates,  together  with  any  other  |  tion,  yesterday  given,  of  bis  intention  now  to 
propositions  made  in  relation  to  the  subject,  of  which  \  move  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill.  This 
he  may  be  possessed.  j  he  did  at  the  suggestion  of  several  members  (con- 

Mr.  Gazlay  laid  the  following  resolution  on    ^r^^y  to  his  previous  impression,)  that  the  features 
the  table  for  consideration  on  to-morrow,  viz:  of  the  bill  were  not  sufficiently  fixed  by  votes  in 

Retnlved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  '  Committee  of  the  Whole,  as  to  determine  all  the 
be  requested  to  inform  this  House  whether  the  5th  '  m^nibers  to  vote  decisively  for  or  against  the  re- 
section of  the  act  relating  to  a  township  of  land  lying  !  jection  of  the  bill  in  its  present  state.  He  should 
within  John  Cleves  Symmes'  patent,  and  passed  3d  therefore  defer  his  motion  until  the  question  had 
March,  1803,  has  been  executed;  and,  if  not,  what  b^^n  settled  as  to  the  amount  of  duties  to  be  pro- 
reason*  have  prevented  the  execution  of  the  same.  '  posed  on  the  leading  articles,  wool,  cotton  and  iron. 
Mr.   Bartlett   moved   the  following  resolu-        The  Clerk  then  read  the  several  amendments 

reported  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole.  And 
the  question  being  on  concurring  in  the  first 
amendment,  (reducing  the  minimum  on  woollens, 
from  80  to  40  cents  the  square  yard.) 

Mr.  Tod,  of  Pennsylvania,  rose  and  addressed 
the  Chair,  as  follows: 

Mr.  Sneaker :  It  was  the  intention  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Manufactures  that  no  more  of  the  time 


tion,  viz 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  im- 
posing a  tax  upon  domestic  distilled  spirits,  and  of 
providing,  by  law,  for  the  collection  of  the  same. 

The  question  was  taken,  Will  the  House 
consider  the  resolution?  and  determined  in  the 


nepa  ivc.  uimcc  ui  i»iauuiai,iures  luai  no  more  oi   tne  time 

An  engrossed  bill,  providing  for  the  appoint-  of  the  House  should  be  taken  up  by  any  of  them 
naeni  of  two  Indian  agents,  in  addition  to  those  in  this  debate.  Such  was  generally  I  believe' 
already  provided  for,  and  fixing  their  compensa-  !  the  wish  and  intention  of  the  friends  of  the  bill' 
tion,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed.  I  But  now  some  few  things  appear  almost  necessary 

Ordered,  That  the  title  be  "An  act  providing  to  be  said.  One  thing,  perhaps,  requires  to  be  re- 
for  the  appointment  of  an  agent  for  the  Osage  |  peated  ;  that  the  measure  here  proposed  is  not  de- 
Indians,  west  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  and  Terri-  i  signed  chiefly  to  promote  the  profit  of  manufac- 
tory of  Arkansas,  and  for  other  purposes,"  and  '  turers,  but,  through  manufactures,  to  relieve  the 
that  the  Clerk  do  carry  the  said  bill  to  the  Senate,    poverty  and  distresses  of  the  agricultural  portion 


and  ask  their  concurrence  therein. 


of  the  country.     Petitions  and  addresses  are  no 


The  engrossed  bill  "providing  for  the  appoint-  proof  of  distress.  That  is  admitted.  Yet,  there 
mem  of  an  agent  to  reside  with  the  Osage  Indi-  is  a  certain  extremity  of  poverty,  which,  spread- 
ans,"  was  read  a  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  ing  over  a  great  extent  of  country,  wants  no  proof 
the  Senate.  but  the  notoriety  of  the  fact.     Every  one  knows 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  noti-  that  some  great  portions  of  this  Union  are  almost 
fying  that  they  insist  on  their  amendment  to  the  j  exclusively  agricultural;  that,  with  few  excep- 
Naval  Appropriation  bill,  which  was  to  strike  out  j  tions,  they  can  have  nothing  wherewith  to  pur- 
the  specification  of  the  items  to  which  the  con-  '  chase  manufactures,  but  grain,  or  the  products  of 
tingent  fund  is  to  be  applied,  leaving  it  to  the  dis-  ;  grain.  It  is  evident  that  an  agricultural,  grain- 
cretion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy;  and  ask  a  ;  raising  people,  importing  the  manufactured  neces- 
conference  upon  the  subject.  saries  of  life  from  countries  which  refuse  to  take. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McLane,  the  House  resolved  .  in  return,  the  only  articles  they  have  to  dispose 


to  insist  on  their  disagreement  to  the  amendment 
of  the  Senate ;  agreed  to  the  conference,  and  a 
committee  of  five  were  appointed  to  meet  the  com- 
mittee appointed  on  behalf  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Owen,  of  Alabama,  rose,  and  asked  of  the 
Chair,  whether  a  resolution,  moved  by  himself, 
calling  for  certain  information  from  the  Treasury 


of,  and  for  which  articles  they  have  no  other  mar- 
ket, must  inevitably  be  poor,  and  in  debt.  Statis- 
tical recorded  facts  will  of  themselves  give  proof. 
The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Web- 
ster) has  observed,  that  the  years  of  former  pros-* 
perity,  selected  by  the  honorable  Speaker  from 
his  statements  of  exportation,  were  probably  those 


Department,   respecting   the  two  and  three  per    most  favorable  to  the  argument.     Take,  then,  a 

cent,  funds  arising  from  the  sales  of  public  lands    different  set  of  years.     Take  five  years  together 

in  the  several  States,  had  been  transmitted  to  the    those  of  1790,  '91,  '92,  '93,  and   '94.     The  yearly 


proper  Department ;  and,  if  so,  whether  an  answer 
had  been  received. 

The  Speaker  said  the  resolution  had,  doubt- 
less, been  forwarded  by  the  proper  officer  of  the 
House,  and,  if  an  answer  had  been  returned,  it 
would  have  been  laid  before  the  House. 

Mr.  Owen  said,  then,  of  course  the  information 
called  for  by  the  resolution,  had  not,  as  yet,  been 
furnished. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  amendments  reported  by  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  to  the  tariff  bill. 

Mr.  Forsyth  rose  and  withdrew  the  intima- 


average  quantity  of  grain  and  flour  exported  for 
those  five  years,  was  1,421,335  barrels.    The  com- 


mercial statements  of  that  day  do  not  give  the 
value.  But  Mr.  Pitkin  has  calculated  the  value 
for  1792  at  ^7,G49,SS7. 


Our  population,  in  1790,  was  about  four  rail- 
lions.  In  the  present  times,  for  the  last  three  years, 
our  exportation  of  every  species  of  grain  and  flour 
has  been  as  follows  : 

1821  Barrels,  1,360,453 

1822  1,098,768 
1S-J3                     1,074,528 


Value,  $5,184,999 
6,327,510 
6,263,237 


Yearly  average,  1,177,949    A r.  ral.  65,925,249 


TJ   * 
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Our  population  has  now  reached  to  ten  mil- 
lions, and  let  it  not  be  forgotten,  that,  during  those 
times  when  we  exported  breadstutfs  to  the  amount 
of   87,649,887,  the  whole  agricultural  grain-ex- 
porting population  of  the  United  States  did  not, 
probably,  equal  the  present  population  of  one  sin- 
gle Slate.     By  far  the  greatest  proportion  of  our 
increase  of  numbers,  since  1790,  has  been   to  the 
grain-raising  population   of  the  country.     Large 
States  and  Territories,  which  are  now  the  most  fer- 
tile m  grain,  have  been  since  that  time  acquired, 
or  were  then  a  wilderness.     A  few  people  might 
then  have  been  encamped  in  the  West,  but,  to  all 
the  purposes  of  this  argument,  the  States  of  Ken- 
tucky, Ohio,  Tennessee,  Indiana,  and    Illinois, 
have  been  since  settled.     So,  probably,  one  half 
of  the  grain-raising  parts  of  Virginia,  Vermont, 
Maine,  Georgia.     Add,  not  Territories  only,  but 
States,  since  acquired,  and  now  cultivated.     Add 
the  improvements  in  agriculture,  mills,  roads,  and 
in  all  the  facilities  of  production  and  transporta- 
tion.    1  will  not  dispute  about  particular  items 
and  sums.     Whatever  deduction  any  gentleman 
thinks  he  can  in  conscience  ask  for,  let  him  make 
it,  and  he  will  find  that  our  country  could  now, 
were  there  any  adequate  market,  raise  and  export 
five  times  the  amount  of  grain  we  exported  thirty 
or  thirty-four  years  ago.     It  is  not,  perhaps,  ex- 
travagant to  say,  that  those  parts  of  the  smgle 
State  of  New  York,  which  have  been  settled  dur- 
ing the  last  thirty-four  years,  are  now  capable  of 
raising  and  exporting  more  grain  than  was  ex- 
ported from  the  whole  United   States   in   1790. 
Thus,  with  all  this  increase  of  numbers  and  ca- 
pacity, almost  beyond  calculation,  our  exports  of 
grain  are  reduced  from  §7,649,887  to  85,925,249; 
while  the  importation  of  foreign  manufactures  has 
been  increasing  with  the  decrease  of  the  facilities 
of  payment. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Web- 
ster) has  seemed  to  question  whether  this  dimin- 
ution of  exports  shows  any  diminution  of  pros- 
perity. On  thai  head,  let  it  be  observed,  that  the 
most  vehement  of  the  opposers  of  this  bill  are  so 
because  they  apprehend  that,  at  some  future  day, 
I  the  eifects  of  the  measure  may  be  to  prevent  the 
exportation  of  some  part  of  their  staple  commodity, 
cotton.  Then  they,  at  any  rate,  put  no  very  great 
practical  faith  in  this  opinion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts.  They  show  their  idea  to  be 
that,  as  to  cotton  at  least,  '*  agriculture  without  a 
market"  may  be  an  inconvenience.  We  indeed 
believe  that  their  fears  are  most  groundless  in  sup- 
posing that  domestic  manufactures  are  to  lessen 
the  demand  for  cotton.  We  U-lieve  the  exactly 
reverse  eflect  to  be  most  inevitable.  But  they  are 
clearly  right  in  insisting  that  a  defect  of  market 
must  be  certainly  hurtful.  For,  beyond  all  doubt, 
those  who  purchase  abroad,  without  the  means  of 
payment  abroad,  must  suffer  every  description  of 
pecuniary  vexation. 

Now,  in  one  case,  without  descending  into  the 
odious  particulars  of  misfortune,  I  would'ask  whe- 
ther any  one  imagines  that  such  reduction  of  aU 
most  all  the  means  of  decent  living,  as  is  shown 
by  our  commercial  records,  can  fall  upon  such 


multitudes  of  people,  without  oppression?     An 
oppression  the  more  intolerable,  becaase  it  is  pro- 
duced solely  by  the  policy  of  our  own  Government. 
The  victims  of  it  have  not,  since  the  close  of  the 
war,  ceased  to  petition.     They  complain  that  the 
only  surplus  products  they  can  have  to  dispose  of 
are  shut  out  from  foreign   markets,  particularly 
by  the  very  countries  whose  manufactures  we  con- 
sume.    Tney  show  that  our  own  country  has, 
within   itself,  all   the  means  of  producing  these 
manufactures,  without  paying  for  them  one  cent 
of  tribute  to  foreigners  ;  and  that,  if  the  policy  of 
our  Government  should  be  only  so  far  changed  as 
to  secure  to  them  the  privilege  of  supplying  with 
provisions  and  with  the  raw  materials,  the  work- 
men employed  in  the  fabrication  of  articles  which 
they,  the  agriculturists  of  our  country,  themselves 
consume,  they  might  be  relieved  from  their  pre- 
sent absolute  exhaustion,  and  be  enabled  to  enjoy, 
in   part,  at  least,  the  prosperity  they  were  accus- 
tomed to  during  the  general  war  in  Europe.    They 
show  that,  to  protect  manufactures,  is  to  protect 
agriculture,  and   that  |)rotection,  to  answer  any 
valuable  purpose  to  the  country,  must  be  a  lihn 
eral   and    bold    protection,   placing    our    manu- 
factures not  only  beyond  the  reach  of  foreign 
competition,  but  beyond   the  fears  of  it.     They 
show  that  they  ask  nothing  new.  nothing  vision- 
ary or  untried.     And  they  prove,  by  the  invari- 
able examples  of  nations,  that  the  dependence  of 
any  country,  exclusively,  upon   its  own  agricul- 
tural  and    manufacturing   industry,  is  the   sure 
beaten  high  road  to  private  wealth  and  national 
power.     With  these  complaints,  and  these  proofs, 
suffering,  for  years  together,  distresses  produced 
solely  by  the  national  policy,  which,  under  any 
other    than    a    Republican    Government,    might 
create  an  insurrection,  these  petitioners,  coming 
here,  the  only  place  where  relief  can  be  had,  are,  it 
seems,  to  be  told,  "  Honest  friends,  you  have  al- 
'  together  mistaken   your  case;  we  see  you  are 
'  worn  to  the  bone,  sure  enough  ;  but  it  all  comes 
'  out  of  your  independent  banks  and  your  stop- 
'  laws."     Thus,  with  much  gravity,  it  is   to  be 
attempted  to  make  us  believe  that  the  plain  and 
palpable  consequences  of  the  distress  of  the  coun- 
try, are  not  the  consequences,  but  the  causes  of  it. 
Worse  than  all  that — we  are  lo  be  consoled  with 
scraps  from  the  metaphysical  books  of  the  econo- 
mists, and  it  seems  an  experiment  is  to  be  made 
upon  our  understandings,  whether  we  are  com- 
posed of  exactly  that  sort  of  stuff  as  to  think  our- 
selves fully  compensated  for  the  severest  extremity 
of  actual  poverty,  by  imaginary  and  metaphysical 
relief,  and  by  the  abracadabra  of  "let  us  alone," 
and  "get  rich  by  making  nothing,selling  nothing, 
but  buying  where  you  can  buy  cheapest." 

The  matter  and  substance  of  the  remarks  upon 
our  application  for  relief,  have  not  been  much 
helped  by  the  manner,  as  far  as  respec  ts  the  observa- 
tion of  one  gentleman— I  mean  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  (Mr.  IlAMit.TON.)  Some  of  those 
observations  I  did  not  hear.  The  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  no  doubt,  believed  me  to  be  pre- 
sent.    I  ought  to  have  been  present.     The  truth 


IS,  when   the  gentleman  from    South   Carolina 
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came  to  a  part  of  his  speech  in  which  he  seemed 
lo  be  commencing  a  dissertation  upon  the  useful 
and  sublime  discoveries  of  the  political  econo- 
mists, calling  them,  or  some  of  them,  immortal, 
&c.,  thinking  I  had  heard  all  these  matters  before, 
I  concluded  nothing  would  be  lost  by  my  going 
to  the  committee-room  upon  some  committee  busi- 
ness, and  stayed,  perhaps,  longer  than  I  intended. 
The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  charged  the 
Committee  of  Manufactures,  very  directly,  with 
gross  ignorance  of  their  business  ;  that  the  chair- 
man 01  that  committee  had  been  repeatedly  con- 
victed of  gross  ignorance.  I  mention  this  matter 
because  it  is  connected  with  something  more 
material,  and  not  for  the  sake  of  any  personal 
complaint.  Besides,  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  has  already  explained  that  part  of  his 
observations.  It  is  proper  to  take  this  occasion 
to  say,  that  the  Committee  of  Manufactures  have 
not  yet  made  pretensions  to  any  superior  learning 


alarm  ;  it  is  immaterial  what.  One  Alderman, 
when  it  came  to  his  turn  to  speak,  said,  that  he 
very  much  approved  of  the  plan  so  far,  but  suo^- 
gested,  that,  in  his  opinion,  to  act  understandiiigly 
upon  the  subject,  they  should  first  appoint  a  com- 
mittee to  ascertain  the  names  of  the  dogs.  Sir, 
all  these  niceties  of  detail  do  not  appear  to  be 
wanted  to  understand  the  great  question  whether 
the  industry  of  our  own  country  is  to  be  preferred 
to  that  of  foreign  nations.  The  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  was  pleased  to  say,  as  I  am  in- 
formed, that  the  Committee  of  Manufactures  had 
been  surrounded  by  blackguards — as  I  understand 
the  word  was — congregated  blackguards,  each  one 
thrusting  his  share  into  the  bill;  and  much  more, 
in  the  same  style.  [Here  Mr.  Hamilton  explained, 
denied  that  his  language  was  so  applied,  said  he 
had  spoken  of  the  ruffians  sent  from  a  distant 
manufactory  to  disturb  the  meeting  at  New  York.] 
Mr.  Too — As  to  the  disturbance  of  the  New  York 


As  to  mysell,  I  know,  perhaps,  better  than  the  I  meeting,  if  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  my  own  inade-  had  been  attentive  to  the  publications  on  the  sub- 
quacy  to  this  station.  It  is  a  station  which  was  ject,  he  would  have  seen  a  refutation  of  the  charge 
not  sought  for,  nor  wished  for,  by  me.  It  cer-  of  the  attendance  of  the  Paterson  manufacturers 
lainly  found  me  very  unprepared.  Much  was  to  \  at  the  New  York  meeting,  supported  by  proof  so 
be  learned;  and,  no  doubt,  much  yet  remains  un-  '  conclusive,  that  I  believe  it  never  has  been,  and 
learned.  But  my  humility  goes  no  further.  It  never  will  be,  controverted,  showing  the  charge  to 
is  not  admitted  that  the  great  cause  of  domestic  j  be  a  mere  fabrication  of  the  same  stamp,  and  for 
industry  has  suffered  from  any  insufficiency  of  the  same  purpose,  with  that  pretended  letter  from 
the  Committee  of  Manufactures.  It  was  their  this  city,  published  in  sundry  newspapers,  and 
business  to  know  our  own  laws  upon  the  subject,  stating,'Down  with  commerce  !  to  be  the  cry  here 
and  all  the  changes  before  male  in  them  :  also  to    of  the  friends  of  the  Tariff. 

know  from  what  countries  and  in  what  quantities  As  to  the  persons  who  have  attended  the  Com- 
we  draw  our  supply  of  manufactured  articles;  to  ',  mittee  of  Manufactures,  on  the  invitation  of  the 
know,  also,  how  they  can  be  paid  for,  and  what  I  committee,  or  without  invitation,  it  is  due  to  them 
commoditiesof  this  country  are  prohibited  or  per-  '  and  to  us  to  say,  that  they  have  allj[)een  citizens 
mitted  to  be  sent  in  return  ;  and  to  know,  further,  |  of  our  country,  and  gentlemen  of  good  appearance 
the  capacity  or  incapacity  of  the  several  parts  of  |  and  good  credit.  And  it  may  be  further  said,  that 
our  own  country  to  furnish  a  supply  for  our  own  i  among  the  few  of  them  who  had  any  particular 
population.  interest  and  manufacture  of  their  own  to  promote, 

If  the  committee  know  these  things,  and  if  they    there  has  been  scarcely  one  who  has   not  gone 
have  sense  enough  to  make  the  proper  use  of  in-    awav  disappointed. 

formation  furnished  by  practical  men,  or  by  ex-  There  is  a  part  of  the  speech  of  the  crentleman 
perienced  officers  of  Government,  communicated    from  South  Carolina,  which  he  has  not'attempted 


to  the  House  heretofore,  and  to  follow,  with  due 
precaution,  a  bill  drawn  up  by  abler  men,  and  ap- 
proved and   passed  at  a  former  session,  by  a  ma- 
jority of  this  House,  it  is  perhaps  enough.     We 
admit  it  to  be  the  business  of  the  committee  to  be 
able  to  know  and  to  do  all  these  things.     But  it 
is  not  admitted  that  we  are  bound  to  know  all  the 
usages,  nor  even  all  the  regulations  of  foreign 
countries,  nor  to   know  the    particular  names  of 
all  the  places  in  each  foreign  country,  from  which 
manufactured  articles  are  imported.     Even  if  we 
did   know  all  these  things,  (which  I  for  one,  do 
not  pretend  to,)  it  is  not  certain  that  it  would  have 
been   thought  worth  while  to  make  a  display  of 
our  learning.     Very  minute  information  is  apt  lo 
be  a  very  dull  matter.     We  have  heard,  at  some 
length,  the  particulars  of  a  story  relative  to  a  bull. 
Have  the  gentlemen   who  are  disposed  to   cate- 
chize upon  tliese  little  points,  ever  heard  a  certain 
other  story,  how  upon  a  time,  a  certain  town  cor- 
poration had  convened  upon  public  matters.     The 
proposition  was  tobaniaihall  the  dogs — upon  some 


to  explain,  and  which,  not  for  our  own  sake,  but 
for  the  sake  of  the  cause  which  we  advocate,  it  be- 
comes our  duty  to  protest  against.     I  understand 
he  closed  his  personal  comments  on  the  Commit- 
tee of  Manufactures  with  a  defiance,  that,  if  any 
gentleman   thought    himself  insulted,   he  knew 
where  to  come  for  satisfaction,  or  words  of  equiv- 
alent import.     I  do  not  happen  to  remember  that 
a  single  word  had  been  said  by  any  one  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Manufactures  against   the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  or  against  any  one  of  those 
writers  called   the   political  economists.     There 
has  been  no  such  complaint,  nor  pretence  of  com- 
plaint.    If  any  severity  of  comment  has  been  made 
use  of  on  our  side,  it  came  from  others.     Now, 
this  may  be  according  to  rule,  but  it  appears  rather 
odd  thai  all  the  quarrel,  all  the  provocation,  all 
the   insult,  whatever  it  is,  and   the  challenge  to 
boot,  should  come  all  from  one  side ;  and  that  a 
gentleman,  by  nothing  but  his  own  speech^should 
undertake  to  fret  himself  into  a  passion  first,  and 
then  into  a  fight.     The  gentleman  from  South 
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Carolina  has  also  thought  proper  to  inform  us 
that  he  was  in  the  army  in  the  late  war.     It  may 
be  remembered  that,  in  this  debate,  or  some  other 
in  the  House  lately,  a  o[entleman  has  been  men- 
tioned, called   Don   Q,uixote.     I   learn   that  his 
practice  was  to  go  upon  the  high  road,  with  sword 
and  pistol,  and  insist  upon  fighting  with  peaceable 
travellers,  unless   they  would    confess,   off  hand, 
that,  of  all  fair  ladies,  there  was  none  in  the  coun- 
try to  be  compared  with  a  certain  friend  of  his, 
one  Dulcinea — I  forget  the  rest  of  the  name,  and 
never  was  good  at  remembering  long  names — per- 
haps it  will  not  be  considered  material.     I  do  con- 
fess myself  to  be  one  of  those  who,  rather  than 
have  a  duel  with  Quixote,  would  say  any  thing 
almost  for  Dulcinea,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge^; 
and,  in  preference  to  a  quarrel  with  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  I  should,  if  it  could  be  done 
with   any  sort   of  conscience,  be   most   strongly 
tempted  to  go  as  far  for  the  wisdom  of  the  politi- 
cal economists,  as  I  would  for  the  beauty  of  Dul- 
cinea. Formerly,  it  is  said,  the  law  was,  that,  when 
disputes  arose,  and  a  cause  happened  to  come  up, 
very  hard  to  comprehend,  such  puzzling  case  was 
to  be  settled  by  a  mode  of  decision,  called,  in  the 
law  stvle  of  that  day,  a  trial  by  battle,  the  very 
sort  of  trial  which   the  gentleman   from  South 
Carolina  seems  to  prefer.    A  party  might  fight 
his  cause  by  himself,  or  by  his  attorney,  calledj^in 
that  process,  his  champion.     Now  I  give  notice  \ 
that  I  will  not  be  the  champion  for  this  tariff  bill,  ! 
particularly   since  the    amendments.     Should   I 
ever  change   my  mind,  and   agree   to  enter  the 
lists  with  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  I  ; 
solemnly  promise  to  release  him  from  the  oath  i 
against  the  employment  of  all  conjuration    and 
witchcraft.    To  be  more  serious,  it  is  a  mode  of 
decision  which  I  have  never  studied.     It  is  not  i 
what    I  was   sent   here   for.     It  would    be   con-  I 
ceding  what  might   prove   a  very  injurious   ad- 
vantage.   It  is  a  call  to  a  sort  of  honor  which  ' 
I  do  not  want.     I   live,  and   am  glad   of  it,  in  j 
a  part  of  the  country  where  what  little  respec-  I 
tability  a  man  may  chance  to  have,  needs  no  such 
propping— nor  does  the  cause  of  domestic  industry 
require  any  such  support.     If  it  does,  I  for  one, 
have  no  ambition  to  be  a  martyr  to  the  best  tariff 
that  ever  was  devised.     Besides,  it  is  no  discredit 
to  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  to  say,  that  ' 
he  greatly  over-rates  his  own  importance,  as  well  I 
as  mine,  if  he  supf)oses  any  thing  we  can  do  can 
settle  the  question.    1  have  other  very  good  reasons. 
I  have,  perhaps,  mentioned  enough.     If  the  gen-  ' 
tleman  from  South  Carolina  is  determined  to  have  i 
a  personal  contest  upon  this  tariff,  he  shall  not  I 
have  It  with  me,  without  an  actual  attack.  ! 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  has  thoufrht  ' 
proper  to  lake  this  occasion  to  applaud  .some  dis-  I 
tinguished  citizens  of  his  State.  Some  of  them 
are  living,  and  too  near  to  make  it  worth  while  i 
for  me  to  enter  into  a  discussion  of  their  charac-  ' 
ters.  On  the  memory  of  Mr.  Lowndes  I  could  i 
go,  m  the  way  ot  encomium,  perhaps  farther  than 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina.  1  have  fre-  ' 
quently  heard  him  in  this  House— I  have  known 
him  out  of  Jt.     I  .-peak  not  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 


senting any  contrast,  but  give  my  opinion,  often 
declared  in  the  hearing  of  some  who  now  hear 
me,  that  Mr.  Lowndes  was  a  statesman,  who  has- 
I  not  left  his  superior  in  this  nation,  nor  scarcely 
!  hisequal.  Every  one  who  remembers  Mr.  Lowndes, 
\  remembers  that,  with  talents  almost  beyond  the 
lot  of  mortality,  and  seeing  nothing  about  him 
but  respect  and  veneration,  yet  a  man  more  unas- 
suming  never  entered  this   House.     There  was 
i  nothing  pompous  in  him,  no  blustering,  no  rant. 
I  Of  one  thing  only  did  he  ever  appear  ignorant, 
and  of  that  always  most  grossly  ignorant — that 
was,  the  magnitude  of  his  own   powers.     If  this 
!  was  a  defect  in  that  great  man,  it  was  a  defect 
'  which,  I  must  say,  his  successor  does  appear  most 
I  happily  exempt  from.     To  end    this  matter :    I 
j  have  lived  longer  than  the  gentleman  from  South 
'  Carolina,  and  have,  probably,  seen  more  of  the 
j  events  and  turnsof  life,  and  more  of  mankind,  and 
I  have  some  right  to  say  to  him,  that  he  must  have 
,  been  young  when  he  entered  into  the  army,  too 
young  to  profit  at  that  school,  and  young  whea 
he  came  out  of  it;  that,  in  one  sense,  he  is  young 
,  still,  and  has  much  yet  to  learn,  or  he  will  die 
I  young.     If  I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  protest, 
with  some  earnestness,  against  the  course  which 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  has  thought 
fit  to  take  in  this  debate,  it  is  not  that  I  have  sus- 
pected any  thing  in  him  invidious  or  malicious. 
On  the  contrary,  I   have  no  objection  to  assent^ 
w^ith   those  who  know  him   better,  to  the  usual 
frankness  of  his  disposition,  and  am  willing  to  be- 
lieve that  he  exhibits  an  ardor  of  feeling,  and  a 
vivacity,  which,  at  some  day,  with  a  great  deal 
of  cultivation   and  discipline,  may  render  hira 
not   a   useless   defender  of  the   interests   of  his 
country. 

There  is  one  objection  to  this  bill,  which  seems 
to  require  peculiar  notice;  an  objection  that  has 
been  most  vehemently  pressed  upon  us  by  gentle- 
men here,  and  by  memorials  and  publications 
without  number;  the  destruction  of  commerce 
and  the  navy.  Not  in  this  House,  to  be  sure,  have 
the  friends  of  domestic  manufactures  been  direct- 
ly charged  with  the  intention  and  design  of  de- 
stroying trade  and  commerce  ;  it  is  only  contended 
that  such  destruction  must  be  the  certain  effect. 
But  out  of  doors  our  opponents  are  not  quite  so 
generous.  There,  we  are  represented  as  a  rustic, 
envious,  malignant,  and  unprincipled  combina- 
tion, making  agriculture  and  manufactures  a  mere 
pretence  for  the  ruin  of  trade  and  the  navy.  It  is 
degrading  to  plead  not  guilty  to  such  a  charge, 
but  the  falsehood  of  it  must  be  shown. 

The  late  war  was  a  war  for  commerce  only.  It 
was  not  provoked  by  any  injury  but  to  our  trade 
and  to  our  people  connected  with,  and  in  pursuit 
of,  trade  and  navigation.  Our  territory  was  not 
touched— our  citizens  on  shore  were  not  molested, 
ihat  able  paper  ot  the  declaration  of  war  men- 
tions, lor  Its  causes,  no  outrages  but  those  to  com- 
merce and  seamen,  except  the  miserable  business 
ot  John  Henry,  which,  in  very  doubtful  and  inde- 
finite language,  appears  to  have  Ix-en  stuck  in  by 
way  ol  amendment.  The  sections  of  our  coun- 
try, always  foremost  and  unanimous  in  asking 
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protection  for  domestic  industry,  and  here  assailed 
as  enemies  to  foreign  trade,  suffered  their  full 
share  of  whatever  there  was  of  hardship  or  disas- 
ter in  that  war  for  commerce.  It  will  be  admit- 
ted that,  in  paying  taxes,  in  marching  against 
the  enemy,  and  here,  by  their  representatives,  they 
did  never,  for  one  moment,  shrink  from  the  con- 
flict, in  the  darkest  of  limes  ;  and  it  is  not  extrav- 
agant to  say  that,  under  God,  to  the  firmness  of 
these  people,  now  calumniated  as  the  sordid  ma- 
lignant enemies  of  commercial  wealth,  does  for- 
eign commerce  owe  every  solid,  sure,  and  estab- 
lished right  It  now  enjoys;  and,  from  their  devo- 
tion to  the  interests  of  the  whole,  their  contempt 
for  the  low  and  selfish  principles  upon  which  this 
bill  is  opposed,  does  it  come  that  we  now  have  a 
flag  that  can  protect  foreign  trade,  and  that  we 
are  not,  abroad,  the  common  plunder  of  the 
world. 

Yet  it  would  not  have  been  surprising,  in  that 
war  for  commerce,  on  occasions  of  extreme  gloom 
and  disaster,  which  often  happened,  if  some  timid 
few,  or  some  demagogue,  anxious  to  get  himself 
into  Congress,  by  supplanting  some  of  those  who 
had  voted  for  the  war,  had  attempted  to  inflame 
the  minds  of  those  people  against  such  vexatious 
war,  supported  by  their  blood  and  their  money,  to 
revenge  injuries  done  to  foreign  trade.  But  even 
that  never  happened,  nor  was  the  man  found 
among  them  who,  at  any  time,  would  declare  his 
willingness  to  give  up  the  contest  without  secur- 
ing the  commercial  rights  for  which  it  was  en- 
tered into  ;  and,  since  the  war,  they  will  be  found 
to  have  adhered  to  the  same  principles  of  attach- 
ment to  the  commercial  interest.  No  matter  how 
fAfir  requests  have  been  received  ;  no  matter  from 
what  selfish  motives  tlteir  interests  have  been  dis- 
regarded, if,  from  the  whole  immense  agricultural 
population  that  now  demands  a  tariff  of  protec- 
tion, a  single  vote,  in  the  House,  can  be  found  to 
have  been  given  against  any  plan  for  extending  or 
protecting  foreign  commerce,  or  against  building 
ships,  or  providing  naval  materials,  or  sending 
emoassies  to  promote  trade,  or  squadrons  to  the 
Pacific  ocean  or  Mediterranean  sea,  or  any  other 
sea,  or  any  other  of  the  immense  expenses  of  for- 
eign trade,  let  that  vole  be  produced,  and,  as  far 
as  It  goes,  let  it  be  set  down  to  enmity  to  com- 
merce— but  I  believe  no  such  vote  can  be  found. 

Does  any  gentleman  imagine  that  our  people 
who  sustained  that  commercial  war  with  such 
steadiness  and  spirit,  did  so  in  pursuance  of  doc- 
trines such  as  we  have  here  now?  or  dreaming 
that,  in  case  of  success,  they  themselves  were  to 
be  excluded  Irom  every  possible  benefit  of  it  ?  or, 
after  exerting  themselves  to  the  utmost,  and  risk- 
ing every  thing,  they  should  come  to  the  merchant, 
reinstated  in  their  rights  by  their  aid  and  their 
fidelity,  with  their  hemp,  their  iron,  and  their  lead, 
and  say  to  him,  '•  We  liave  no  customers  but  you. 
If  we  raise  grain,  we  have  no  market  for  it.  There 
is  nothing  we  can  sell  but  the  things  we  have 
here  ;"  and  be  told  by  the  merchant,  '*  True  ;  your 
hemp  is  water  rotted  and  strong;  your  iron  is 
lough,  and  good  for  cannon  and  anchors  and  ship- 
bolls  ;  but  ii  IS  all  country  make.     And.  friends, 


you  don't  understand  the  new  light  of  political 
economy — it  is  only  when  you  come  in  the  capa- 
city of  purchasers  tnat  we  can  deal  with  you.  We 
employ  the  workmen  and  farmers  of  England, 
Wales,  and  Russia,  and  we  think,  in  the  long  run, 
we  can  save  something  to  ourselves  by  it.  You 
have  never  read  Adam  Smith.  Every  man  for 
himself,  is  the  only  thing  for  the  country.  Here 
it  is  in  the  book.  Jn  this  way  we  enrich  ourselves, 
as  we  know ;  and  we  make  the  nation  rich,  as  the 
book  shows.  No  monopoly,  no  restriction,  except 
in  our  favor.  Let  us  alone,  until  another  war. 
When  the  doctrine  of  Algiers  comes  next  into 
fashion,  with  the  naval  Powers  of  Europe,  or  any 
one  of  them,  you  may  then  have  just  so  much  in- 
terest in  navigation,  as  to  pay  taxes  and  do  the 
fighting  for  it."  Surely  no  manufacturing  or  ag- 
ricultural man,  in  that  war  for  commerce,  could 
have  been  slave  and  fool  enough  to  contend  in 
the  cause,  had  he  imagined  that  there  was  no 
community  of  interests  in  this  nation  ;  no  advan- 
tage by  commerce  but  to  the  merchant;  no  help- 
ing of  each  other  ;  or,  if  he  had  foreseen,  what  has 
since  actually  happened,  that  the  very  peace  and 
commerce  contended  for,  with  such  profusion  of 
money  and  of  blood,  should,  with  the  exception 
of  some  trifle  of  profit  to  a  handful  of  merchants, 
produce,  after  all,  nothing  but  prosperity  to  foreign 
nations,  and  chiefly  to  Great  Britain,  with  whom 
we  contended,  and  nothing  but  destruction  and 
death  to  three-fourths  of  the  agricultural,  grain- 
raising,  and  manufacturing  interests  of  our  own 
country. 

There  is  one  species  of  commerce  which  we 
avow  ourselves  opposed  to.     It  is  that  which  is 
employed  in  bringing  from  abroad,  for  our  con- 
sumption, those  common  necessaries  of  life  which 
we  can  produce  at  home,  lead,  glass,  iron,  hemp, 
and  at  least  one  half  our  present  supply  of  imported 
cotton    and    woollen    goods.     And  here  arises  a 
dispute  with    ihe  advocates  of  commerce.     We 
say  we  are  beggared  and  undone  by  these  impor- 
tations— that  the  nations  which  send  them  to  us 
will  not  take  in  return  any  thing  we  have  to  spare. 
We  say,  that,  to  make  all  these  things  at  home, 
will  take  nothing  from  us  but  grain  and  things 
which  we  at  present  know  not  what  to  do  with  ; 
while  we  are  utterly  exhausted  by  buying  them 
from  foreigners.     The  men  of  commerce  contend, 
that,  to  supply  us  with  these  articles,  is  one  of  their 
perquisites.     They  claim  it  as  a  right,  not,  as  they 
say,  altogether  for  their  own  profit,  but  because 
the  commercial  interests  of  the  country  and   the 
Navy  in  a  great  measure  depend  upon  it.     Now 
examine  the  case,  and  see  if  this  trade  of  importa- 
tion of  goods  ought  to  be  upheld  for  the  benefit  of 
the  merchant,  or  for  any  other  purpose.     First,  the 
very  freight,  the  benefit  so  much  talked  of.  is  not 
confined  exclusively  to  our  own  citizens,  nor  to 
our  own  ships.     About  one-eighth  or  one-seventh 
of  the  importations  which  such  a  clamor  is  made 
,  about  the  profits  of,  are   by  foreigners,  in  foreign 
j  ships,  and  this  even  in  time  of  peace.     In  limes  of 
war  with  any  naval  Power,  even  that  miserable 
advantage  of  freight  will  certainly  go,  almost  en- 
tirely, with  the  rest  of  the  profits,  to  foreigners. 
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Even  if  it  could   be  secured  entirely  to  our  own 
merchants,  it  would   be  no  sort  of  indemnity  for 
the  evils  of  the  trade.     Observe,  I  speak  only  of 
those  things  which  we  may  have  made  at  home, 
of  our  own   materials.     But,  if  made  at  home, 
there  is  no  freight  or  profit  to  the  importer.     He 
seems  to  think  it  very  reasonable  that  we  should 
agree  to  pay  one  hundred  dollars  to  foreigners,  in 
order  that  he  may  gain  a  profit  of  ten  (^pilars,  or 
fifteen.     On  this  head,  let  it  be  remembered,  that 
it  has  been  often  said,  and  never,  as  I  know,  de- 
nied, that  more  than  half  of  all  the  importations 
of  manufactures  from  Europe,  are  by  foreitrners 
themselves,  directly  on   their  own  account,  and 
vended  here  by  themselves  or  their  agents.     From 
that  fact  the  true  nature  of  all  this  alarm  about  the 
trade  and  the  Navy  of  the  country  may  be  under- 
stood.    So  far  from  agreeing  that  the  naval  power 
of  the  country  depends  upon  the  consumption  of 
foreign  goods  in  preference  to  the  domestic,  I  con- 
tend that  all  we  hear  about  the  destruction  of  trade 
and  the  Navy,  by  checking  the  importation  of  dry 
goods,  means  nothing  more  than  the  diminishing 
the  profits  of  the  importer.     Are  we  to  believe  that 
these  merchants  are  seriously  apprehensive  only 
for  navigation  and  the  Navy?     Why,  sir,  it  has 
been  during  this  very  session  of  Congress,  that  the 
deplorable  case  of  our  spermaceti  whale  fishery 
has  been  presented  to  us;  the  noblest  nursery  and 
school  of  the  noblest  seamen  per.'iaps  on  the  f^lobe, 
comprising  two  years  ago,  142  ships,  and°3,l()6 
seamen — a  quantity  of  tonnage  double  or  thrice 
that  employed  in  the  trade  of  importing  all   the 
woollen  and  linen  goods,  and  cuttlery,  and  hemp, 
and  lead,  and  glass,  and  leghorn  hats,  that  we 
get  from   Europe;  and   a  body  of  men  perhaps 
combining  a  greater  mass  of  nautical  skill,  hardi- 
hood of  body  and  mind,  devotion  to  country,  dis- 
cipline, self-command,  and  obedience,  than  was 
brought  into  action  on   both  sides,  in  the  battle  of 
the  Nile— all  now  dwindling,  perishing,  on  the 
point  of  extinction.     But  has  any  one  ever  heard 
of  any  Chamber  of  Commerce,  or  any  merchants, 
or  any  of  their  advocates,  interfering^  with  us,  or 
any  where  else,  in  favor  of  this  perishing  whale 
fishery  ?— they,  who  can  snufl'  danger  a  mile  off, 
to  the  Navy  and  to  the  navigation,  when  it  threat- 
ens to  stop  the  importation  of  a  yard  of  calico,  or 
a  hob  nail:  and  who,  almost  before  the  bill  for 
the  protection  of  domestic  industry  can  be  printed, 
are  here  with  their  remonstrances.     I  complain 
not  of  the  merchants.     They  wish  us  to  import 
the  necessaries  of  life,  instead  of  raakin<T  them  at 
home.     They  are  right;  for,  by  it,  they  |ain  their 
freight  and  profit.     They  wish  to  go  far  for  our 
supply,  and  they  are  right;  for  the  farther  they  go 
the  less  chance  there  is  of  competition,  and  the 
greater  the  chance  of  profit.     Hence,  all  that  out- 
cry, some  years  ago,  against  the  protection  of  do- 
mestic cottons,  and  the  exclusion  of  cheap  mus- 
lins from  the  East  Indies.     I  repeat  it   the  mer- 
chants are  right.     They  act  just  as  Providence 
intended  they  should  act,  taking  care  of  their  own 
interest,  and  adhering  to  that  solely.     They  were 
created  for  this  purpose,  and  all  very  good.     There 
IS  no  pos.sible  harm  in  it;  because  Providence  in- 
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tended  also  to  give  to  the  men  of  the  land  sense 
enough  to  take  some  little  care  of  themselve?,  and, 
when  they  are  the  immense  majority  of  a  nation 
not  suffer  themselves  to  be  made  beggars  in  order 
to  make  nobles  of  a  few  merchants;  not  suffer  all 
their  resources  to  be  exhausted  in  paying  for  for- 
eign goods,  that  the  merchant  may  be  enriched  by 
the  profits  of  transporting  them. 

The  land  part,  the  agricultural  part  of  a  nation 
like  this,  Providence  intended  to  be  supreme.    Our 
country  is  the  land.     Every  thing  permanent  is 
on  the  land.     Yet  the  commercial   interest  is  to 
be  cherished.     Certainly  it  is;  but  not  with  such 
extravagant  devotion  as  to  make  ourselves   tribu- 
taries and  slaves  to  foreign  industry.     If,  indeed, 
we  found  ourselves  thus  picked  to  the   bone,  and 
consumed  by  our  own  citizens  for  their  own  ben- 
efit, and  if  the  means  and  resources  of  our  own 
country  were  increased  by  exhausting  us;  that  is, 
suppose  it  to  be  the  case  that  some  sections  of  our 
country  should  supply  us  with  manufactured  goods, 
as  Europe  does  now,  and,  thus  supplying  us,  suj>- 
pose  they  by  some  means  should   refuse  to   take 
from  us,  in  exchange,  the  chief  articles  we  have 
to  give,  our  grain,  our  Hour,  and  agricultural  pro- 
ductions, thougii  we  could  afford  them  at  half  the 
price  which   they  would   be  obliged   to   pay  for 
them  at  home— m   that  situation,  impossible,  in- 
deed, under  our  form  of  Government— but  which, 
if  it  was  the  very  actual  fact,  would,  indeed,  as  to 
all  purposes  of  individual  poverty  and  oppression, 
leave  us  exactly  as  we  are  now— yet   then  we 
should  have  the  consolation   to   know  that  what 
caused  weakness  and   depression   to  us,  produced 
some  wealth   and   power    to   our   country.     But 
there  is  nothing  of  that  in  our  case.     Our  distres.s 
is  more  bitter  from  the  reliection  that  we  are  ex- 
hausted for  the  purpose  of  giving  affluence  and 
power  to  strangers,  to  aliens,  to  rivals,  to  enemies. 
And  so  far  from  helping  the  case,  it  is  an  aggra- 
vation and  an  insult  to  be  told   by  our  own   mer- 
chants tiiat  we  ought  to  submit  tamely  to  be  de- 
voured by  foreign  industry,  because  some  of  the 
crumbs,  one  miserable  tenth  part  of  the  plunder, 
may  go,  by  way  of  freight  and  profits,  into  the 
pockets  of  the  merchants. 

As  to  fact  and  experience,  there  is  not  now,  nor 
was  there  ever  since  the  world  began,  a  country 
possessing  commerce  and  naval  power,  and  main- 
taining them  by  the  importation  of  foreign  com- 
merce; nor  is  there  any  possible  connexion  be- 
tween naval  power  and  consuming  foreign  goods. 
We  import  nothing,  which  can  be  strictly  called 
manufactured  goods,  from  the  Island  of  Cuba  • 
we  import  none  such  from  Hayti ;  yet  we  have 
more  ships  and  more  tonnage  employed  in  the 
trade  with  these  islands  than  we  employ  in  the 
importation  of  goods  from  all  parts  of  Great 
Britain.  Further,  the  only  considerable  articles, 
the  importation  of  which  is  likely  to  be  diminish- 
ed by  this  tariff,  are  woollen  and  cotton  goods, 
iron,  lead,  hemp,  hempen  and  linen  goods,  and 
Leghorn  hats.  We  know  the  quantity  and  weight 
ot  iron,  lead,  and  hemp,  imported,  and  what  ton- 
nage they  employ  ;  and  we  may,  by  estimate,  come 
near  enough  to  the  amount  of  tonnage  employed 
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in  importing  those  other  goods.  Then,  sir,  let 
any  gentleman  make  the  calculation;  let  him  set 
it  down  that  all  these  importations  are  in  our  own 
ships,  which  is  not  the  fact,  and  that  they  will 
always  continue  in  our  own  ships,  and  no  war 
ever  molest  us;  let  him  set  it  down  that,  by  ex- 
cluding a  part  of  these  things,  we  are  to  import 
nothing  instead  of  them  ;  that  our  domestic  man- 
ufactures are  never  to  be  exported,  and  their  pros- 
perity to  have  no  beneficial  effect  upon  the  wealth, 
and  of  course  upon  the  commerce  of  the  country, 
and  what  will  it  all  amount  to?  Why,  sir,  he 
will  find  that  the  loss  of  tonnage,  by  the  dimin- 
ished importation  of  woollen  and  cotton  goods, 
iron,  lead,  hemp,  hempen  and  linen  goods,  and 
Leghorn  hats,  cannot,  by  any  tolerable  mode  of 
calculation,  be  made  to  reach  anyways  near  the 
amount  of  our  tonnage  now  employed  in  the  im- 
portation of  the  three  articles  of  molasses,  coffee, 
and  tea. 

I  pray,  then,  that  we  may  have  an  end  to  this 
charge  of  hostility  to  commerce;  there  is  not  sol- 
idity enough  in  it  for  a  congregation  from  the 
wharves  of  a  city.  To  import  the  necessaries  of 
life,  which  may  be  produced  at  home,  is  not  com- 
merce ;  it  is  the  worst  abuse  of  commerce ;  it  is 
to  be  the  victim  of  commerce.  We  declare  our- 
selves to  be  the  friends  of  commerce,  when  we 
profess  ourselves  the  friends  of  industry  on  shore ; 
they  may  consist  together — indeed  they  may  stand 
better  together.  We  are  not  bound  to  choose  be- 
tween them;  if  we  were,  I  should  say  that  the 
land  is  our  home,  and  not  the  sea.  I  should  say 
that  internal  wealth  and  manufacturing  industry 
can  of  themselves  create  commerce.  Without 
them  commerce  is  precarious;  liable  to  total  de- 
struction in  the  first  war  with  any  first,  second, 
or  third  rate  naval  Power  of  Europe.  With  them 
commerce  is  imperishable.  Sink  every  ship,  pub- 
lic and  private,  in  the  ocean — with  domestic  in- 
dustry, and  freedom  from  foreign  tribute,  we  can 
be  able,  in  less  than  five  years'  time,  to  replace 
them  all.  But  why  rely  on  argument?  I  repeat 
it,  we  have  experience  to  go  by,  and  the  actual 
fact  that  every  commercial  nation  in  Europe, 
without  exception,  is  prosperous  exactly  in  propor- 
tion to  the  vigilance  with  which  it  protects  its 
own  manufacturing  industry,  by  excluding  the 
foreign,  and  puts  down  this  spurious,  pernicious 
commerce  of  importation  of  manufactured  goods. 
As  to  the  island  of  Great  Britain,  the  first  com- 
mercial country  of  the  world,  everybody  knows 
that  not  only  her  wealth,  but  her  salvation,  is  sup- 
posed to  depend  upon  her  naval  power  and  her 
commerce,  both  of  which  it  has  been  her  chief 
aim  for  ages  to  promote.  If  any  interest  predom- 
inates m  that  country,  it  is  the  commercial  inter- 
est. Yet  no  temptation  of  cheapness,  no  employ- 
ment or  encouragement  of  shipping  or  seamen,  no 
argument  ol  the  political  economists,  has  ever  in- 
duced her  for  one  day,  since  her  naval  ascend- 
ency, to  permit  the  importation  of  any  article  for 
domestic  use  which  domestic  industry  could  pos- 
sibly be  made  to  produce.  France,  probably  the 
second  naval  Power  of  Europe,  follows  the  same 
policy  with  the  same  success.     So  other  coun- 


tries; and  from  their  examples,  and  from  the 
contrary  examples  of  weak  and  miserable  nations, 
we  may  learn  and  may  know,  that  to  employ 
commerce  to  supersede  home  manufacture,  by  the 
importation  of  foreign  goods,  is  ultimately  as  de- 
structive to  the  naval  power  as  it  is  to  the  domes- 
tic industry  of  a  country. 

Gentlemen  have  apprehended  the  resentment  of 
foreign  nations  if  we  discontinue  the  use  of  their 
manufactures.  They  ask.  Will  not  Great  Britain 
retaliate?  The  same  gentlemen  are  very  unani- 
mous in  denouncing  what  is  called  the  system  of 
restrictions,  the  system  of  exclusion  of  the  foreign, 
and  protection  of  the  home  industry.  They  say 
it  is  despotic,  useless,  pernicious.  That  it  can 
serve  no  possible  purpose  but  that  of  mischief,  and 
destruction  to  commerce,  trade,  and  the  Navy. 
They  say  that  not  only  all  the  philosophers  and 
economists  of  England  condemn  it,  but  the  speak- 
ers in  Parliament,  the  committees  of  the  Com- 
mons denounce  it;  that  the  opinions  of  Lord 
Bacon,  and  of  all  the  statesmen  of  that  great 
country,  from  time  immemorial,  have  all  gone  out 
of  fashion^  and  that,  since  the  light  of  the  econo- 
mists has  sprung  up,  the  Government  and  the 
nation  are  tired  of  the  present  destructive  system, 
and  watching  the  first  opportunity  to  rid  them- 
selves of  it.  Further,  they  say  that  England  has 
acquired  her  wealth  and  power,  not  by  her  re- 
strictions, not  by  her  protection  of  domestic  indus- 
try, not  by  her  manufactures,  but  in  spite  of  them 
all;  and  that  the  truest  estimate  of  the  balance  of 
trade,  and  criterion  of  national  wealth,  is,  not 
what  a  nation  fabricates  and  sends  abroad,  but 
what  she  imports.  In  fine,  that  England  is  very 
unhappy,  from  having  started  her  system  before 
the  new  light  of  modern  times;  while  we,  by  fol- 
lowing the  dogmas  of  the  economists,  are  in  the 
high  road  of  prosperity.  Very  good.  Then,  it 
seems,  England  is  to  be  very  much  hurt  if  we 
presume  to  beggar  ourselves  by  the  passage  of 
this  tariff  bill.  The  English  will  show  resent- 
ment if  we  do  all  we  can  to  relieve  them  from  the 
effects  of  a  system  which  ihey  are  anxious  to 
abandon;  which  they  find  to  be  pernicious;  and, 
most  dreadful  of  all,  they  are  sure  to  be  grievously 
offended  at  our  destruction  of  our  own  Navy.  I 
despair  of  throwing  any  light  upon  such  argu- 
ments, and  quit  them  with  one  word.  It  appears 
worse  than  idle  to  apprehend,  in  the  British  Gov- 
ernment, such  a  silly  malignity  as  to  resent  our 
attempting  to  do  a  part  of  our  own  work,  to  re- 
lieve our  own  distresses,  and  give  employment  to 
our  own  people.  Does  any  one  among  us  feel 
resentment  against  the  British  Government,  for 
their  policy,  which  extracts  from  us  a  voluntary 
tribute  of  so  many  millions  a  year  ?  Do  we  thinK 
ourselves  injuriously  treated,  because  Great  Britain 
refuses  to  take  from  us  our  grain  and  flour  cheaper 
than  she  can  produce  them  herself?  Everyone 
knows  the  prodigious  efforts  made,  and  the  im- 
mense expenses  incurred,  by  Great  Britain,  for  the 
restoration  of  the  royal  family  of  France.  They 
succeeded,  at  last,  and  restored  the  Bourbons  to 
the  throne.  If  ever  England  had  a  fair  title  to  a 
great  foreign  customer,  here  certainly  was  one; 
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and  how  gladly  British  policy  would  have  seized 
this  occasion  to  break  down  the  new  manufactur- 
ing establishments  of  FVance,  particularly  the  col- 
tons,  every  one  may  jud^e.     Yet  the  French  Gov- 
ernment was  deaf  to  all  terms  for  the  admission 
of  British  manufactures.     One  of  the  first  acts  of 
power,  by  the  restored  Government,  was,  to  pro- ' 
tect  the  industry  of  their  own  nation,  by  excluding  | 
British  competition.     Did  this  produce  in  Eng- ' 
land  any  resentment,  or  any  complaint?     Never  j 
any,  that  we  know  of.     It  may  be  said,  and  I  be-  ■ 
lieve  has  been  said,  somewhere,  that  the  French  i 
Government,  newly  seated  in  power,  were  deterred  , 
from   admitting   foreign    manufactures,   through  j 
fear  of  popular  displeasure.     How  that  may  be,  I 
we  cannot  pretend   to  know.     But  let  it  be  so.  ; 
What  a  lesson  ought  it  to  give  us.     The  populace  j 
of  France,  whom  we  sometimes  affect  to  consider  | 
as  not  the   deepest   thinkers — France,  the   chief: 
nest  of  the  brood  of  political  economists,  and  of  | 
the  advocates  for  buying  always  where  you  can 
buy  the  cheapest — they,  it  seems,  could  have  firm- 1 
Dcsii  of  purpose  and  forethought  sufficient  to  resist  | 
the   temptation  of  buying  cheap  foreign  goods,  : 
some  of  them,  particularly  the  cottons,' at  a  price  i 
very  greatly  below  what  they  could  be  had  for  at 
home,  and  could  forego  a  present  advantage  for  ^ 
the  sake  of  futurity.     Largely,  indeed,  have  they  i 
been  indemnified  for  the  temporary  loss  occasioned  I 
by  this  wise  protection  of  the  rising  manufactures  i 
of  the  country,  by  a  subsequent  prosperity,  almost 
unexampled. 

Are  we,  then,   to  be  led  away  by  the  words, 
freedom  of  trade,  monopoly,  restriction,  and  every 
man  gaining  most  for  the  nation  who  gains  most  j 
for  himself?     They  are   all    mere  words,   mere 
sound,  as  applicable  to  this  argument.     Sir,  Gov-  \ 
ernment  is  restriction;  laws  are  restriction.     It  is  | 
for  the  sake  of  restriction,  and  for  combining  and  i 
directing  the  parts  for  the  good  of  the  whole,  that 
men  enter  into  society.     It  is  only  by  restriction  i 
.that  we  can  meet  the  unanimity  and  discipline  of 
foreign  nations.     As  well  in  time  of  war  might  I 
it  be  insisted  on  that  soldiers  should  fire  and  load,  \ 
and  advance  and  retreat,  each  one  according  to  i 
his  own  discretion,   under   pretence   that   every  j 
man  who  does  best  for  himself  does  best  for  the  • 
army. 

It  is  apprehended  that  the  encouragement  of 
domestic  industry  will  injure  the  public  revenue. 
We  admit  that  our  present  revenue  is  derived 
chiefly  from  the  duties  on  importations.     Yet  I 
trust  it  will  be  admitted  on  the  other  side,  that  the 
consumption  of   foreign   goods  is  not   the  only 
means  of  raising  the  revenue.      And  further,  I 
trust,  it  will  be  admitted,  that  while  the  nation  , 
exists,  and    while  our   people   are  wealthy  and  i 
prosperous,  there  never  can  be  a  want  of  revenue  I 
to  support  the  credit  or  defence  of  the  country,  j 
There  must  be  taxes.     The  question  is  only  as  to  | 
the  preferable  mode  of  taxation.     The  tax  on  im- 1 
ported   manufactures  is  paid  by  the  people,  the  j 
consumers.     It  is  said  to  be  a  concealed  tax,  and  | 
therefore  paid  willingly.     Let  it  be  that  it  is  paid 
willingly.      I   deny   that    it   is   paid    ignoranily.  i 
Now,  then,  lei  us  m  a  few  words,  wiih  an  eye  1 


constantly  to  the  bill  before  us,  examine  the  sound- 
ness of  this  policy  which  is  contended  for  with 
such  gravity  by  some,  and  with  such  heat  by 
others,  of  importing,  lor  the  sake  of  revenue, 
manufactures  from  abroad  which  we  are  capable 
of  producing  at  home.  For  that  portion  of  wool- 
len and  cotton  goods,  hempen  and  linen  goods, 
iron,  hemp,  lead,  glass,  and  Leghorn  hats,  now 
imported  from  abroad,  and  which  will  be  ex- 
cluded and  supplied  by  domestic  industry,  if  this 
bill  becomes  a  law,  we  now  pay  to  foreigners,  say 
ten  millions  of  dollars  a  year.  These  articles,  on 
their  importation,  atTord,  on  the  average,  to  the 
revenue,  a  tax,  say  of  twenty-five  per  cent.  This 
tax  is  paid  by  the  people  of  the  country,  the  con- 
sumers of  the  goods.  It  amounts  to  ^"2,500,000  ; 
which  sura  goes  into  the  public  treasury.  Clearly, 
the  people  of  the  country  not  only  pay  this  lax, 
but  in  paying  it  they  have  also  to  pay  the  prices 
of  the  articles,  the  ten  millions  of  dollars  original 
purchase  money.  They  must  pay,  also,  the  im- 
porter's profits,  the  merchant's  profits,  the  freight, 
the  insurance — not,  probably,  less,  altogether, 
than  twenty-five  per  cent,  on  the  $12,500,000.  So 
that,  in  advancing  to  the  public  treasury  the  sum 
of  $3,500,000,  our  citizens  actually  pay  the  sura  of 
$15,625,000;  ten  millions  of  dollars  of  which  sum, 
as  far  as  respects  ourselves,  might  as  well  be  sunk 
in  the  ocean — perhaps  better — for  it  goes,  perhaps, 
to  rivals;  perhaps  to  enemies.  At  any  rate,  our 
citizen,  contributing  by  this  sort  of  assessment  to 
the  support  of  his  Government,  for  every  one 
dollar  he  pays  to  his  own  country,  has  four  dollars 
to  pay  to  foreign  industry.  But,  worse  than  any 
thing  yet  mentioned  in  this  mode  of  raising  reve- 
nue, is  the  circumstance  that,  with  respect  to  the 
greatest  proportion  of  the  people,  who  pay  this 
$15,625,000,  in  order  to  place  $2,500,000  in  the 
Treasury,  so  far  are  they  from  getting  the  slight- 
est incidental  advantage  frora  this  mode  of  sup- 
porting their  Government,  that,  by  it,  they  only 
drive  their  neighbors,  the  manufacturers,  into 
idleness  and  beggary,  and  deprive  themselves  of 
the  only  possible  market  they  can  have  for  their 
agricultural  productions.  And  this  is  the  very 
popular  mode  of  taxation  spoken  of.  Sir,  if  there 
IS,  among  our  countrymen,  such  fanatical  blind- 
ness, as  to  prefer  to  pay  their  taxes  in  ihis  way, 
I  do  not  know  where  it  exists. 

In  answer  to  the  objections  that  we  are  too 
young  a  country  to  do  our  own  work,  and  that  we 
lack  capital  necessary  for  manufactures,  I  ask 
leave  to  adopt  a  remark  of  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  (.Mr.  Web.ster.)  who,  if  I  am  able 
to  judge  of  the  matter,  is  more  of  a  philosopher 
than  a  politician  ;  and  when  I  apply  the  word 
philosopher  to  him,  if  the  term  has  more  than  one 
sense,  I  give  it  no  sinister  meaning.  He  has  re- 
marked that  the  age  of  a  nation  is  not  to  be  counted 
from  the  settlement  of  a  country — never  was  a 
thing  said  more  truly.  We  were  taken  not  from 
the  seed,  but,  like  a  tree,  or  ratiier  a  branch,  trans- 
planted ;  and  when  our  forefathers  landed  on  these 
shorts,  and  had  formed  themselves  into  Govern- 
ments, they  were,  for  all  the  chief  purposes  of 
ihis  discussion,  as  old  as  the  stock  ihey  sprung 
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from.  As  to  capital,  whenever  there  has  been  in 
our  country  a  demand  for  the  products  of  domes- 
tic industry,  there  never  has  been  felt  a  want  of 
capital  to  carry  it  on.  Have  our  glass  works, 
our  iron  works,  sunk  for  want  of  capital,  our 
lead  mines,  our  straw  and  grass  hats,  our  hemp? 
Are  our  woollen  factories  now  sinking  for  want 
of  capital  ?  Or  rather,  arc  they  not  all  sunk,  or 
sinking,  for  want  of  customers,  for  want  of  a 
market?  Industry  is  capital — credit  is  capital — 
protection  is  itself  capital ;  and  whenever  a  mon- 
eyed capital  may  be  wanted,  all  these  will  in- 
sure it. 

Not  a  little  has  been  said  about  the  balance  of 
trade,  and  we  have  been  beset,  throughout  almost 
the  whole  of  this  debate,  by  authorities  drawn 
from  the  books  of  the  writers  called  modern  po- 
litical economists.  The  practical  rule  for  national 
wealth  has  been,  not  willingly  to  purchase  the 
products  of  a  foreign  country  more  than  they  will 
take  of  your  own  ;  that  is,  not  to  encourage  the 
industry  of  those  who  refuse  to  encourage  yours: 
for  example,  not  buy  the  manufactures  of  those 
who  reject  your  grain.  This  is  wrong,  gentle- 
men say,  in  ^eory.  So  be  it;  but,  in  practice,  it 
is  adhered  to,  I  need  not  say  by  every  wise  nation, 
but  certainly  by  every  wealthy  and  prosperous 
nation.  Gentlemen  say,  and  so  say  the  econo- 
mists, that  what  is  called  an  unfavorable  balance 
of  trade,  is  no  reason  against  importing  manufac- 
tures instead  of  making  them.  It  is  impossible, 
they  say,  to  purchase  more  than  you  are  able  to 
pay  for.  The  remark  is  true  and  intelligible 
enough,  but  it  has  no  application  to  the  subject. 
What  sluggishness,  what  dependence,  what  beg- 
gary, either  of  an  individual  or  of  a  nation,  may 
not  be  defended  by  the  .same  argument  ?  You 
cannot  be  exhausted  of  more  than  you  have. 
Very  true;  but,  what  would  be  just  as  bad,  you 
can  be  exhausted  of  all  that  you  have — all  the 
consolation  of  that  argument  will  apply  as  well 
to^a  pauper  in  the  poor  house.  Bonaparte  and 
the  British  ministry,  it  has  been  stated,  wrangled 
for  whole  weeks,  if  not  for  months,  during  the 
peace  of  1803,  about  the  quantities  of  goods  which 
the  people  of  the  two  nations  might  exchange 
with  each  other.  Each  party,  obstinate  to  the 
very  last  in  refusing  to  take  the  products  of  the 
other,  unless  they  were  permitted  to  be  paid  for  in 
the  products  of  the  nation  receiving  them.  Whe- 
ther right  or  not,  all  this  was  done  by  statesmen; 
and  let  it  not  be  forgotten  that,  while  doing  it, 
they  had  all  the  metaphysical  books  of  the  econo- 
mists before  iheir  eyes;  or,  if  not  all  their  books, 
yet  all  their  discoveries  had  been  made  before 
that  time,  made  and  published  by  Frenchmen 
and  by  Britons,  for  the  good  of  their  own  dear 
countries,  and  calculated  for  their  own  latitudes. 
Of  these  discoveries,  the  grandest  is  said  to  be 
that,  in  order  to  get  rich,  a  nation  has  nothing  to 
do. but  to  refuse  to  eat  or  drink  or  wear  any  thing 
made  or  produced  at  home,  provided  it  can  be 
had  cheaper  from  abroad,  so  that  we  see  how 
completely  opposite  to  these  discoveries  has  been 
the  practice  of  the  two  nations;  and,  from  this, 
and  from  all  their  conduct  before  and  since,  it  is 


plain  that  the  two  countries  which  produced  these 
political  economists  have  always  looked  upon 
them  as  so  many  conceited  enthusiasts,  and  have 
taken  special  care  never  to  meddle,  practically, 
with  their  books,  except  so  far  as  to  print  and  ex- 
port them.  In  some  foreign  countries,  they  have 
had,  to  be  sure,  an  amazing  run.  I  am  not  go- 
ing to  try  my  hand  at  disentangling  their  argu- 
ments. Let  it  b<?,  that  all  their  "reasoning  on  the 
subject  is  so  correctly  metaphysical,  and  so  deep, 
as  not  to  be  comprehended  nor  refuted.  What 
then  ?  In  legislating  for  a  great  country,  are  we 
to  draw  our  information  and  our  opinions  from 
the  deductions  of  theoretical  writers?  Or  are  we 
to  look  to  the  practice  of  statesmen,  and  to  the 
actual  effect  which  different  systems  have  had 
upon  the  prosperity  or  the  decay  of  nations  ?  In 
the  concerns  of  private  life,  we  know  how  to  guard 
ourselves  from  the  delusions  of  theory.  If  a  pro- 
jector brings  us  his  patent  machine,  we  do  not  as- 
certain its  utility  by  sitting  down  to  chop  logic 
with  the  inventor,  and  puzzle  ourselves  with  his 
metaphysical  reasons,  wherefore  the  contrivance 
ought  to  answer  the  purpose;  but  we  cut  short  the 
debate  by  asking,  how  will  it  go?  how  will  it 
work  ?  So,  if  you  are  sick,  and  a  quack  produces 
a  bottle  full  of  his  medicine,  though  he  may  call 
it  the  very  elixtr  of  life,  and  may  enter  into  all 
the  most  sophisticated  refinements  of  unanswera- 
ble reasoning  to  show  the  properties  and  effects  of 
the  ingredients  he  may  have  put  into  the  kettle, 
yet,  because  you  cannot  refute  the  doctrine,  you 
do  not,  therefore,  swallow  the  drug,  at  any  rate, 
not  until  you  ascertain  the  small  matter  of  fact 
that  it  has  cured,  or  at  least  not  killed,  some 
former  patient.  So  in  every  thing  else  relating  to 
the  real  business  of  private  life,  we,  in  the  same 
way,  know  how  to  distinguish  what  is  useful 
from  what  is  good  for  nothing,  or  pernicious,  and 
we  invariably  trust  not  to  the  palaver  of  argu- 
ment, but  to  the  test  of  experience.  Let  us,  then, 
apply  the  same  rule  of  common  sense  to  the  busi- 
ness of  the  public,  and  not  think  it  enough  to  be 
told  that  such  and  such  is  the  opinion  of  the  im- 
mortal modern  philosophers.  The  best  of  philos- 
ophers are  not,  perhaps,  of  much  use  in  practical 
legislation.  The  gentleman  frora  New  York 
(Mr.  Cambreleno)  has  instructed  us  by  a  very 
good  quotation  frora  Edmund  Burke.  Let  him, 
if  he  pleases,  try  his  hand  again  at  the  business, 
and  see  if  he  cannot  produce  Burke's  opinion  of 
this  race  of  political  economists. 

Somebody  (no  matter  who)  once  imagined  how 
thunderstruck  a  quack  would  be,  if,  in  the  very 
heat  and  midst  of  his  harangue  upon  the  virtues 
of  his  medicine,  one  of  his  patients,  at  the  first 
draught,  should  drop  down  dead  before  his  eyes! 
But  he  (whoever  he  was)  knew  nothing  of  mod- 
ern times,  our  quacks  of  economists,  and  their  dis- 
ciples, )<o  far  from  being  confounded,  seem  to 
acquire  fresh  assurance  upon  the  death  of  every 
new  patient.  Holland  took  the  dose,  and  is  blasted. 
Russia  tried  it  for  a  while — with  what  effect,  has 
been  already  sufficiently  stated.  To  describe  the 
condition  oi  that  country,  while  under  the  opera- 
tion ot  the  drug,  is  exactly  to  describe  our  present 
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condition.  We  have  had  fully  enough  of  it.  No 
nation  has  ever  escaped,  that  has  followed  "the 
new  guide  to  wealth."  Even  our  very  Indians 
have  not  escaped.  They,  to  be  sure,  have  never 
read  Adam  Smith.  But,  corrupted  and  undone 
by  partial  civilization,  or  by  the  neighborhood  of 
civilization,  (not  all  of  them,  perhaps,)  they  are 
true  modern  political  economists  from  instinct 
or  habit,  and  without  dreaming  of  any  exertion  to 
help  themselves,  from  mere  laziness,  depend  on 
begging,  as  we  do  on  importing.  And  what  a 
glorious  proof  it  must  have  been  of  the  wisdom  of 
the  immortal  modern  philosophers,  to  have  seen 
those  Indians,  with  their  bare  backs,  waiting  for 
an  arrival  from  England,  and  our  importing  Gov- 
ernment obliged  to  depend  upon  the  magnanimity, 
or,  if  you  please,  upon  the  avarice  of  our  enemy, 
for  a  supply  of  blankets  to  save  the  yellow  econ- 
omists of  the  forest  from  perishing  ! 

I  have  said  that  Great  Britain  and  France, 
the  countries  that  produced  the  political  econo- 
mists, reject  their  doctrines.  Gentlemen  say  that 
Great  Britain  is  fast  becoming  a  convert  to  the 
books;  and  they  prove  it,  not  by  acts  of  legisla- 
tion, but  by  selecting  a  i«tray  speech  or  two.  If 
the  strictness  of  their  laws  respecting  navigation 
has  been  in  some  instances  relaxed,  what  has  that 
to  do  with  their  protection  of  agriculture  and 
manufactures?  So,  some  of  our  regulations  in 
favor  of  our  own  navigation  have  been  relaxed, 
not  from  any  liberality  to  foreigners,  but  for  the 
benefit,  and  probably  at  the  request,  of  our  own 
merchants.  In  these  restrictions  on  navigation, 
it  is  found  at  last  there  are  two  sides.  But  will 
gentlemen  seriously  contend  that  the  British  Gov- 
ernment have  thought  of  admitting  our  grain  and 
flour,  and  the  manufactures  of  France,  without  I 
restriction,  into  the  consumption  of  their  country  ? 

The  gentleman   from  New  York,  (Mr.  Cam-  j 
BRELENG,)  in  Opposing  this  bill,  has  asked,  "Do 
you  not  see  the  angry  war-clouds  gathering  in  the  i 
South?"     As  if  the  probability,  or  even  the  pos-  j 
sibility   of  war,   was   not  of  itself  the  strongest  ; 
reason  ;  and  even  if  there  was  no  other,  was  not 
of  Itself  a  sufficient  reason  for  our  encouragement 
of  domestic  manufactures,  and  dependence  upon 
our  own  industry.     Whether  we  regard  the  reve- 
nue  necessary  for  carrying  on  war,  and  the  incon- 
venience and  danger  of  stopping  it  at  the  time  it  is  ! 
most  wanted,  or  any  other  of  the  resources  de-  I 
manded  for  carrying  it  on  ;  or  the  loss  and  confu-  ! 
sion  which  attends  the  sudden  interruption  of  our  I 
usual  supply  of  manufactures, — it  is  very  clear 
that  domestic    industry  is  more  wanted  for  war  1 
than  for  peace. 

There  is  a  matter  which,  as  it  has  been  already 
discussed,  I  shall  advert  to  very  briefly.  It  is  said  ' 
the  passage  of  this  bill  will  be  peculiarly  injuri- 
ous to  those  portions  of  the  country  whose  staple  ' 
article  is  cotton.  Let  it  be  remembered  that  it 
has  been  asserted  (and  though  denied,  the  denial 
has  not  been  supported  by  fact  or  argument  or 
probability)  that  the  protection  allowed  by  this 
bill,  to  the  different  interests  comprehended  in  it. 
is  not  so  high  nor  so  complete,  generally,  as  the 
protection  by  the  existing  law  to  the  cotton  grower  j 


of  a  duty  of  three  cents  per  pound  on  the  im- 
ported article.  And  further,  it  has  been  said  with 
great  truth,  that  no  article  better  deserves  to  be 
protected  ;  and  that  there  is  no  portion  of  our 
agricultural  industry,  nor  scarcely  any  portion  of 
our  manufacturing  industry,  that  requires  a  larger 
protection.  The  consumption  of  cotton  in  our 
country  is  at  present  immense.  With  a  due  en- 
couragement of  our  own  manufactures,  it  must  be 
next  to  incalculable.  Those  manufactures  must 
afford  a  certain  market — it  ought  to  be  the  neat- 
est market — it  vfiU  be  the  greatest  market. 

I  speak  the  opinions  of  men  practically  ac- 
quainted with  the  whole  subject,  when  I  say  that, 
with  what  is  called  free  trade,  our  cultivators  of 
cotton  must  be  undersold  by  other  nations  ;  and 
their  reasons  appear  conclusive  ;  that  it  is  an  arti- 
cle which,  in  some  other  countries,  has  but  lately 
began  to  be  cultivated,  with  the  greatest  success  ; 
and  that  nearly  all  countries,  where  it  is  raised, 
are  possessed  ofadvantages  in  almost  every  respect 
superior  to  ours;  that  they  have  generally  a  bet- 
ter soil ;  that  the  greater  rigor  of  our  climate  in 
Winter  makes  the  clothing  of  slaves  in  our  coun- 
try much  more  expensive — while  the  greater  lenity 
with  which  they  are  treated,  a  lenity  produced  by 
our  laws  or  our  manners,  makes  their  labor  less 
profitable  to  the  master.  So  that  of  all  parts  of 
our  country  those  most  unanimously  opposed  to 
this  bill  owe  the  most,  and  must  continue  to  owe 
the  most  to  the  system  of  protection.  If  protec- 
tion is  a  tax  for  the  benefit  of  those  protected,  that 
tax  is  imposed  for  the  benefit  of  the  cotton  grow- 
er:  rightly,  I  say.  And  if  an  increase  shall  be 
required  to  effect  the  full  purpose,  I  am  for  in- 
creasing it.  But  I  am  not  for  stopping  there,  but 
for  giving,  upon  the  same  principles,  a  just  and 
equal  protection  to  domestic  industry  wherever 
else  it  may  be  wanted,  so  as  to  secure  at  least 
our  own  markets  for  the  productions  of  our  own 
country. 

Mr.  Tod  having  taken  his  ^eat — 

Mr.  Hamilton,  of  South  Carolina,  rose  in  re- 
ply, and  observed  that,  although  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  has  buried  in  the  very  centre 
of  his  argument  the  personal  notice  with  which 
he  has  been  pleased  to  honor  me.  in  a  manner 
somewhat  calculated,  at  this  late  hour,  to  sub- 
tract from  the  effect  of  its  pungency,  I  cannot 
permit  his  sarcasms,  caustic  and  successful  as  they 
have  been,  (and  however  hopeless  the  warfare  on 
my  part,)  to  pass  without  a  brief,  and  I  trust,  tem- 
perate notice.  I  confess,  without  any  feeling  of 
self  reproach,  that  the  excitement  they  occasioned 
has  gone  by,  and  I  now  regard  what  he  has  said 
"  more  in  sorrow  than  in  anger." 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  knows,  and 
knows  full  well,  that  I  did  not  require  his  admo- 
nition this  morning  to  convince  me  that  I  had 
wronged  him  yesterday  in  the  tone  and  temper 
of  my  remarks.  He  has,  therefore,  correctly 
stated,  what  I  do  not  blush  to  hear,  that  I  waited 
on  him  this  morning,  and  expressed  my  sorrow 
and  voluntary  regrets  for  the  unkind  and  disre- 
spectful character  of  these  remarks.  In  truth,  sir, 
the  reflections  of  my  pillow  advised  me   of  my 
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error.  Yesterday,  in  the  heat  of  an  irritating  dis- 
cussion, I  spoke  intemperately  of  the  gentleman, 
without  just  provocation;  for  it  would  be  uncan- 
did  in  me  not  to  admit  that,  during  the  unpleasant 
and  protracted  discussion  of  the  tariff,  his  manner 
has  been  civil, and  his  temper,  on  the  whole,  con- 
ciliatory. When,  therefore,  I  made  him  this 
atonement,  I  did  it  without  parsimony  or  stint, 
from  the  sincere  overflowing  of  my  regrets.  I 
moreover  confess,  in  making  him  the  reparation 
to  which  he  had,  then,  so  just  a  claim,  I  did  not 
measure  my  words  with  a  punctilious  jealousy, 
but  went  cordially  and  honestly  to  the  purposes 
of  conciliation  ;  for  I  felt  that  these  were  offices 
which  became  me,  as  a  gentleman,  even  if  I  could 
be  altogether  insensible  to  the  obligations  of  a 
Christian.  From  this  statement,  I  might,  I  think, 
without  hesitation,  submit  to  the  candor  and 
magnanimity  of  this  House  the  question,  (if  I  de- 
sired such  support)  how  far  I  have  merited  the 
harsh  and  unkind  retort  of  the  gentleman,  after 
all  that  has  passed.  Yet,  nevertheless,  though  his 
conduct  does  not  permit  me  to  reiterate,  on  the 
present  occasion,  the  atonement  I  privately  made 
him,  I  scorn  to  take  back  one  jot  if  it.  No,  sir : 
This  is  due  to  the  House,  if  not  to  the  gentleman 
himself  I  was  wrong  yesterday  ;  I  will  not  put 
myself  more  entirely  in  the  wrong,  to-day,  by  the 
smallest  intemperance.  The  gentleman  has  got 
his  reparation,  and  may  keep  it. 

The  gentleman  will,  I  hope,  bear  with  me, 
when  I  say  that,  from  the  character  of  that  gallant 
and  luckless  knight  (Don  Quixote)  to  whom  he 
has  alluded,  (and  who,  by  the  way,  was  one  of 
the  best  bred  men  of  his  time,)  he  might  have 
learnt  a  useful  lesson  of  courtesy  and  generous 
feeling,  neither  difficult  in  its  practice,  nor  requir- 
ing very  romantic  notions  of  honor  :  That,  when 
a  foe  proffers  atonement,  to  receive  it  in  the  spirit 
in  which  it  is  tendered.  But  let  this  pass.  The 
gentleman  may  have  sentiments  of  his  own,  on 
this  subject,  the  permanency  of  which  I  will  not 
disturb,  either  by  my  counsels  or  commentary. 

There  are  a  few  things,  however,  which  it  has 
pleased  him  to  say  of  me,  that  are  somewhat  too 
serious,  at  least  for  my  own  laughter.  He  accuses 
me  of  an  overweening  conceit  in  my  own  merits 
and  opinions.  As  this  is  one  of  those  charges  to 
which,  if  a  man  pleads,  the  very  plea  involves 
him  in  ridicule,  I  shall  say  nothing.  But  there  is 
one  thing  which  I  have  no  hesitation  in  confess- 
ing, that  the  charge  might  be  urged  with  great 
force  and  justice  against  me,  if  J  had  risen  in 
my  seal  time  after  time,  and  meered  at  the  au- 
thority of  Smith,  Ricardo,  and  Say.  I  thank 
God  that  I  have  not  had  the  presumption  to  speak 
of  these  men  as  shallow  and  visionary  thinkers, 
or  to  put  my  exploded  common  place,  and  idle 
prosing  in  competition  with  the  fruits  of  their 
wisdom,  experience,  and  research.  I  leave  the 
application  to  be  made  by  those  who  have  wit- 
nessed the  career  and  the  opinions  of  the  gentle- 
man, and  content  myself  with  telling  him,  he  had 
better  take  care  how  he  throws  stonts.  His  own 
tenement  may  be  more  frail  than  his  self  compla- 
cency will  permit  him  to  believe. 


But,  in  reference  to  another  subject,  the  gentle- 
man's sarcasms  have  indeed  been  most  triumph- 
antly successful.  He  has  tried  me  by  a  standard, 
and  I  have  been  found  wanting.  He  has  con- 
trasted me  with  that  gentleman  (Mr.  Lowndes) 
whose  most  unworthy  successor  1  am.  The  very 
contrast  has  barbed  the  keenest  arrow  in  his  quiver. 
I  could  have  learnt  my  immense  inferiority  to  that 
great  and  good  man  without  the  lessons  of  that 
gentleman.  It  would  almost  be  presumptuous  in 
me  to  say,  that  I  was  humbled  by  the  compari- 
son, for  1  know  the  distance  between  the  orbit  of 
my  predecessor  and  my  own.  I  neverthekss  thank 
the  gentleman  even  for  his  tribute  to  the  memory 
of  this  pure  patriot  and  profound  statesman.  It 
has  been  delightful  to  my  heart  in  spite  of  his 
unfeeling  parallel.  Will  he  permit  me,  however, 
to  say  to  him  that  I  think  we  may  both  of  us  live 
and  learn  by  the  example  of  this  individual.  He 
must  pardon  me,  moreover,  for  saying  that  I  re- 
gret, when  this  example  was  a  living  instruction 
tor  him,  he  profited  so  little  by  the  advantages  he 
enjoyed.  The  opinions  of  this  statesman  might 
have  taught  him  less  confidence  in  his  own,  more 
especially  in  relation  to  the  tremendous  measure 
of  which  he  is  the  leading  and  uncompromising 
champion.  I  might  even  recommend,  as  a  pat- 
tern for  the  adoption  of  this  gentleman,  the  mod- 
esty and  humility  of  my  predecessor;  but  I  will 
not  turn  his  own  compari.<:on  against  him.  It 
might  be  made  stinging  enough  for  the  purposes 
of  the  most  vindictive  retribution. 

The  gentleman  has  likewise  accused  me  of 
having  referred,  (no  doubt  he  meant  to  imply,) 
with  some  vaunting  and  presumption,  to  the  fact 
of  my  having  been  in  the  army.  I  do  not  mean 
to  charge  him  with  intentional  error,  but,  by  the 
most  painful  tax  to  which  I  can  subject  my  mem- 
ory, I  have  not  the  most  distant  recollection  of 
ever  having  discussed  a  subject  before  this  House, 
into  which  I  could  have  forcibly  lugged  any  such 
reference.  I  would  fain  believe,  as  well  as  hope, 
that  the  gentleman  is  mistaken ;  for,  however 
proud  I  may  be  of  having  once  belonged  to  one  of 
the  noblest  of  all  professions,  yet  I  am  habitually 
cautious  of  alluding  to  it.  It  was  not  my  fortune 
to  win  laurels,  or  perhaps  to  deserve  them.  The 
soldier  who  cannot  show  these  memorials  of  his 
valor  had  better  speak  sparingly  of  his  calling.  I 
will,  therefore,  say  to  that  gentleman,  that,  to  pre- 
vent the  passage  even  of  the  pernicious  bill  on 
our  table,  I  would  make  no  appeal  to  the  sword, 
which  he  accuses  me  of  having  done.  When, 
therefore,  in  jest  or  earnest,  it  matters  not  which, 
he  ascribes  to  me  a  disposition  to  fight  him  into  a 
conviction  of  my  own  opinions  on  the  subject,  I 
will  say  to  him,  and  I  thank  God  I  say  it  with 
the  most  perfect  sincerity,  that  I  would  not,  in 
malice,  seek  his  blood  even  to  prevent  the  passage 
of  forty  tariffs  as  potent  as  the  one  he  has  advo- 
cated! 

The  gentleman  has  most  generously  told  me 
that  I  may  be,  at  some  future  period,  not  entirely 
useless  to  my  country,  after  a  protracted  discipline 
and  cultivation  to  v/hich,  in  his  candor  and  con- 
descension, he  has  indicated  no  limit.    Even  this 
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single  lump  of  sugar  he  has  not  permitted  to  come 
to  my  lips  without  being  dissolved  by  the  sur- 
rounding acid  in  which  it  is  dropped. 

I  fear,  however,  in  his  estimation,  I  shall  never 
reach  this  point  of  improvement.  If  my  useful- 
ness is  to  be  measured  by  his  own  utility,  I  shall 
perish  in  the  desert  before  I  reach  his  land  of 
promise.  I  do  not  think  I  shall  ever  attain  that 
aane  of  wisdom  which  will  qualify  me  to  sit  in 
judgment  on  Smith,  Say,  and  Ricardo.  I  trust, 
however,  if  I  do,  I  shall  be  able  to  prove,  by  some- 
thing more  significant  than  unmeaning  sneers, 
that  I  have  at  least  read,  if  not  digested,  what 
they  have  written. 

I  must,  before  I  have  done  with  the  gentleman, 
not  permit  him  to  have  the  whole  game  of  play- 
fulness in  his  own  hands.  He  must  recollect  I 
am  still  somewhat  in  his  debt,  ahhoush  I  feel 
that,  in  humor  and  wit,  I  can  never  discharge  it. 

When  I  commence  my  knight  errantry,  (for  the 
adventures  of  which  he  seems  to  think  me  quite 
as  well  qualified  as  Don  Q,uiiote,)  I  shall  cer- 
tainly select  him,  above  all  other  men  on  the  face 
of  the  earth,  for  nyy-  Sancho.     For  the  offices  of 
a  faithful  squire  he  is  admirably  qualified.  "  Right 
merry  and  conceited,"  prudent  and  discreet  withal, 
full  of  mirth,  and  with  such  an  admirable  knack 
at  raising  a  laugh,  even  at  his  own  expense,  that 
I  should  find  in  his  wit  a  never-failing  resource, 
even  after  a  rib-roasting  in  a  blanket,  or  during 
the  operation  of  the  sacred   balsam.     It  is  true 
that  he  tells  me  he  will  not  fight,  with,  or  with- 
out compulsion,  and,  although  I  should  have  to 
do  all  this  troublesome  part  of  our  adventures  my- 
self, yet  I  think  I  might  calculate  on  the  unpre- 
meditated gallantry  of  my  squire  on  some  occa- 
sions.    If  he  would  leave  me  to  myself  to  rescue 
a  forlorn  damsel,  or  to  attack  the  genius  of  an 
enchanted  castle,   I   am  sure  that  the  sight  of  a 
^k  of  sheep  would  inflame  his  valor  to  the  high- 
est pitch  of  enthusiasm.     Chivalry  itself  would 
co-operate,  at  such  a  crisis,  with  his  ruling  pas- 
sion ;  for,  on  this  enterprise,  he  would  be  merely 
at  his  old  game,  sir — uool-gatheriiig.     Yes,  sir,  a 
business  in  which   he  has  been  engaged  for  the 
last  seven  weeks,  with  a  perseverance  that  is  be- 
yond all  comparison  or  praise. 

But  I  am  done  with  the  gentleman.  If  I  pos- 
sessed both  the  gall  and  the  wit  of  Aristophanes, 
I  would  not  say  one  word  more.  I  part  with  him 
in  the  spirit  and  with  the  feelings  of  peace. 

Mr.  Ton  rose,  and,  after  making  one  or  two  re- 
marks in  reply,  said,  that  he  would  not  consent  to 
become  the  squire  of  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  without  he  would  enter  into  bond  and 
security  to  give  him  the  island  of  Barrataria  as 
the  reward  of  his  services. 

Mr.  Hamilton  replied,  that  the  gentleman 
should  have  his  island  to  a  certainty,  but  upon 
the  express  terms  and  condition  that  he  should 
confine  his  tariff  exclusively  within  its  prec-incU. 

The  question  was  then  put,  and  decided  by  yeas 
and  nays,  as  follows: 

Y«As— Messrs.  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Allen  of 
Tennessee,  Archer.  Baylies,  P.  P.  Barbour,  J.  8.  Bar- 
bour,    Bartlelt,     Basseit,    Blair,    Brent,    Buchtnin 


Buckner,  Burleigh,  Burton,  Cambreleng,  Campbell  of 
ttouth  Carolina,    Carter,   Cary,    Cobb,    Cocke,   Con- 
ner, Crowninshield,  Culpeper,    Cushman,   Cuthbert, 
Day,  Dwinell,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Farrelly, 
Floyd,    Forsyth,    Frost,   Fuller,    Garrison,     Garnett, 
Gatlin,  Gist,  Govan,  Gurley,  Hall,  Hamilton,  Harvey, 
Hayward,  Herrick,  Hobart,  Hook-t,    Houston,   Isacks, 
Kent,  Kremer,    Lee,   Leftwicb,  Lincoln,    Livingston, 
Locke,  Long,  Longfellow.  McCoy,  McDuffie,  McKee, 
McKim,   .Mangum,   Matson,    Mercer,    Moore  of  Ala- 
bama,    Neale,    Nelson,     Newton,    O'Brien,    Owen, 
Plumer    of    New    Hampshire,    Poinsett,    Kandoiph, 
Rankin,  Reed,  Reynolds,   Richards,   Rives,  Saunders, 
Sandford,  Sibley,  Arthur  Smith,   Alexander    Smyth, 
William  Smith.  Spaight,  Spence,  Standefer,   A.  Ste- 
venson, J.  Stephenson,  Tattnall,  Thompson  of  Georgia, 
Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Vance 
of  North     Carolina,     Warfield,    Webster,    Wickliffe, 
Williams  of  New    Vork,  Williams  of  Virginia,  Wil- 
liamsof  North  Carolina,  Wilson  of  S.  Carolina — 101. 
Nats — Messrs.    Adams,    Allen    of   Massachusetts, 
Allison,    Barber    of  Connecticut,    Bartley,    Beecber, 
Bradley,  Brown,  Buck,  Cadj,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Cas- 
sedy,    Clark,   Collins.    Cook,    Crafts,  Craig,    Durfee, 
Dwight,  Eaton,  Eddy,  Edward.s  of  Pennsylvania,  El- 
lis,   Findlay,  Foot  of  Connecticut,  Forward,    Harris, 
Hayden,    Hemphill,    Henry,    Herkimer.    Hogeboom, 
Holcombe,  Jenkins.  Johnson  of  Virginia,  J.  T.  John- 
aon,  F.  Johnson,  Kidder.  Latbrop,  Lawrence,  Letcher, 
Litchfield,    Little,     Livermore,    .McArthur,    .McKean, 
McLane  of   Delaware,     McLean    of    Ohio,    Mallary, 
Markley,  Martindale,  Marvin,  Matlack,  Metcalfe,  Mil- 
ler, Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania,  Mitchell  oi  Maryland, 
Morgan,  Patterson  of  Pennsylvania,  Patterson  of  Ohio, 
Plumer  of  Pennsylvania,  Prince,  Rich,  Rogers,  Rose. 
Ross,   Scott,  Sharpe,  Sloane,  Sterling,  Stewart,  Stod- 
dard,  Storrs,  Strong,   Swan,  Taylor,  Ten  Eyck,  Test, 
Tod,    Tomlinson.    Tracy.    Trimble,    Tyson,     Udree, 
Vance  of  Ohio,  Van  Rensselaer,  Van  Wyck,  Vinton, 
Wayne,    Whipple,     Whitman.      Whittlesey,    White, 
James  Wilson,  Henry.Wilson.WiUon  of  Ohio,  Wood, 
Woods,  and  Wright— 99. 

So  the  House  concurred  with  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  in  reducing  the  minimum  on  woollens 
from  80  to  40  cents. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 


ThlrsjUay,  April  8. 

A  new  member,  to  wit,  Jobn  TALiArERRo,  in 
place  of  William  Lee  Ball,  of  Virginia,  deceased, 
appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Hamilton,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  gradual  sup- 
ply of  cannon,  bombs,  howitz,  shot,  shells,  and 
materials  for  carriages,  for  the  fortifications  of  the 
United  States,  and  for  other  purpo.ses,"  reported 
the  same  without  amendment,  and  it  was  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Brent,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, to  whom  the  subject  had  been  referred,  re- 
ported a  bill  disapproving,  in  part,  an  act  of  the 
government  of  the  late  Territory  of  Orleans,  in- 
corporating the  Orleans  Navigation  Company, 
passed  on  the  5th  day  of  July,  1805  ;  which  wa.s 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 
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The  resolution  offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  Gaz- 
lay,  respecting  a  township  of  land  in  Symmes's 
patent,  was  taken  up,  and  agreed  to. 

The  resolution  offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  For- 
syth, in  relation  to  cessions  of  land  to  the  United 
States  by  the  Cherokee  Nation,  was  taken  up,  and 
agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tattnall,  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  establishing  a  navy  yard  for  the 
purpose  of  building  and  repairing  sloops  of  war, 
and  other  vessels  of  an  inferior  class,  at  some 
suitable  point  on  the  St.  Mary's  river. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wickliffe,  the  Committee 
on  Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  justice  and  propriety 
of  settling  and  allowing  to  the  widow  of  Lieuten- 
ant James  Norris,  the  arrearages  of  pay  due  to  him 
for  his  Revolutionary  services. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

The  House  then  passed  to  the  unfinished  busi- 
ness of  yesterday,  being  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  a  revision  of  the 
Tariff  of  Duties  on  Imports. 

The  question  being  on  the  second  amendment 
reported  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  viz:  to 
strike  out,  after  '■  manufactured,"  in  the  51st  line, 
to  the  end  of  the  section.  "  a  duly  of  twenty-five 
per  centum  ad  valorem,  until  the  first  day  of  June, 
1825;  afterwards,  a  duty  of  thirty  per  centum  ad 
valorem,  until  the  first  day  of  June,  1826;  after- 
wards a  duty  of  forty  per  centum  ad  valorem,  un- 
til the  first  day  of  June,  1827;  and,  after  that 
time,  a  duty  of  fifty  per  centum  ad  valorem;" 
and  insert  the  following:  "A  duty  of  twenty  per 
centum  ad  valorem,  until  the  first  day  of  June, 
1825 ;  afterwards,  a  duty  of  twenty-five  per  cen- 
tum ad  valorem,  until  the  first  day  of  June,  1826; 
afterwards,  a  duty  of  thirty  per  centum  ad  valo- 
rem, until  the  first  day  of  June,  1827;  afterwards, 
a  duty  of  thirty-five  per  centum  ad  valorem,  until 
first  of  June,  1828;  afterwards,  a  duty  of  forty 
per  centum  ad  valorem,  until  the  first  of  June, 
1829 ;  afterwards,  a  duty  of  forty-five  per  centum, 
until  the  first  of  June,  1830;  and,  after  that,  a 
duty  of  fifty  per  centum  ad  valorem:  Provided, 
That  all  wool,  the  actual  value  of  which,  at  the 
place  whence  imported,  shall  not  exceed  ten  cents 
per  pound,  shall  be  charged  with  a  duty  of  fifteen 
per  centum  ad  valorem,  and  no  more." 

Mr.  Poinsett  rose,  and  said,  that  he  should 
make  no  apology  to  the  House  for  making,  at  this 
time,  the  remarks  he  wa.s  about  to  submit  on  the  gen- 
eral principle  of  the  bill.  In  adopting  this  course, 
he  only  followed  the  example  of  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Manufactures,  and  of  those 
who  had  preceded  him  in  this  debate.  That,  in 
what  he  was  about  to  say,  he  begged  to  be  under- 
stood as  not  calling  in  question  the  sincerity  of 
those  gentlemen  who  declared  that,  in  this  mea- 
sure, would  be  found  a  relief  for  the  depressed 
state  of  the  country,  and  the  means  of  promoting 
its  present  prosperity,  but  he  wished  the  Commit- 
tee to  believe  him  equally  sincere  in  expressing  his 
deliberate  conviction  that  this  measure  will  check 


the  growth,  if  it  does  not  utterly  destroy  the  pros- 
perity of  the  country ;  that  it  is  calculated  to 
change  the  character  of  our  institutions;  to  drive 
thousands  of  our  fellow-citizens  from  the  business 
and  pursuits  for  which  they  were  educated,  and 
in  which  they  have  hitherto  found  wealth  and 
happiness;  to  build  up  large  fortunes  among  a 
favored  class  at  the  expense  of  the  people,  and  on 
the  ruins  of  the  commercial  and  agricultural  in- 
terests of  this  Union;  to  substitute  the  miserable 
population  ot  manufacturing  towns  for  our  hardy 
race  of  husbandmen  and  sailors,  to  whom  we  owe 
our  liberties,  our  safety,  and  our  national  glory; 
to  plunge  this  country  into  all  the  corruption  and 
immorality  which  are  the  never-failing  conse- 
quences of  a  prohibitory  system  of  duties;  and, 
by  depriving  Government  of  the  revenue  now  de- 
rived from  duties  on  imports,  to  compel  it  to  resort 
to  internal  taxation  and  excise,  which,  however 
lightly  gentlemen  may  treat  them,  are  most  odious 
to  a  free  people.  But,  sir,  said  Mr.  P.,  the  evil  to 
be  dreaded,  above  all  others,  from  the  adoption  of 
this  measure,  is  the  hostile  feelings  it  will  create 
between  the  different  interests  in  various  parts  ot 
this  Union,  and  the  combinations  that  will  be 
formed,  in  the  agricultural  States  of  the  South, 
to  protect  themselves  against  its  destructive  effects. 
The  agricultural  States  of  the  South,  said  Mr.  P., 
are  devotedly  attached  to  the  Union ;  and  even 
this  measure,  harsh  and  unjust  as  it  is,  and  vio- 
lating, as  it  does,  the  spirit  of  the  compact,  cannot 
drive  them  from  it.  They  have  proved  their  at- 
tachment to  the  Federal  Government,  not  only  by 
submitting  to  sacrifices  without  a  murmur,  but  by 
courting  them  whenever  they  believed  the  good  of 
the  whole  required  sacrifices  at  their  hands.  They 
have  never  murmured  at  any  revision  of  the  tariff 
for  the  purposes  of  revenue,  however  hard  and 
exclusively  it  bore  upon  their  interests ;  but  this 
attempt  to  encourage  one  branch  of  industry  at 
the  expense  of  all  others;  to  protect  the  manufac- 
tures of  the  country,  by  sacrificing  to  them  the 
navigation,  the  commerce,  and  the  agriculture  of 
the  country,  they  will  resist,  by  every  Constitu- 
tional means  in  their  power  to  adopt,  and  they 
will  resist  it  successfully;  for  they  will  be  aided 
by  the  interest  of  a  vast  majority  of  the  people  of 
this  country — interests  which  will  be  deeply  af- 
fected by  a  very  short  trial  of  what  may  be  truly 
called  a  foreign  policy — for  it  has  nothing  Amer- 
ican in  it. 

The  people  of  the  West  will  soon  discover  that 
they  cannot  enter  into  successful  competition  with 
the  Eastern  States  in  the  manufacture  of  the  sim- 
plest articles ;  it  will  require  but  a  brief  trial  to 
convince  them  that  they  cannot  contend  with  a 
people  who  possess  the  advantages  of  capital  and 
a  sound  currency ;  of  superior  skill,  more  steady 
habits  of  industry,  free  labor  and  cheaper,  and 
more  direct  transportation  to  the  markets  of  con- 
sumption. 

The  gentlemen  of  the  West  are  deceived  by  the 
market  that  portion  of  the  Union  enjoyed  for  its 
manufactures  during  the  last  war.  They  forget 
that  the  communication  along  the  coast,  at  that 
time,  was  interrupted  by  the  enemy.     In  time  of 
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peace,  when  the  easy  and  cheap  transportation  by 
sea  is  open,  they  will  be  undersold,  even  in  the 
simple  article  of  cotton  bagging,  by  their  more  ac- 
tive competitors.  Perhaps  we  shall  be  told,  by 
the  admirers  of  the  parental  policy  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, that,  as  England  is  protected  against  Scot- 
land and  Ireland,  Kentucky  ought  to  be  protected 
against  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island.  This 
might  give  thai  State  a  market  for  its  manufac- 
tures— nothing  else  can.  As  this  cannot  be  done, 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Western  States  will  feel 
only  the  evils  of  this  English  policy,  they  will  be 
deprived  of  the  advantageous  market  they  now 
enjoy  in  the  South  ;  for,  if  we  are  cut  off  from  our 
intercourse  with  Europe,  as  there  is  good  reason 
to  believe  we  shall  be  by  the  operations  of  this 
law,  we  shall  no  longer  be  able  to  purchase  the 
produce  of  the  West;  we  shall  not  have  where- 
with to  pay  for  it ;  we  shall  be  compelled  to  adopt 
the  last  of  the  "alternatives"  so  kindly  presented 
to  us  by  the  honorable  Speaker — we  must  raise 
and  manufacture  every  article  we  require,  or  we 
must  starve.  And  when,  besides  this  certain  loss, 
the  people  of  the  West  have  to  contribute  to  the 
support  of  Government,  not  as  at  present,  indi- 
rectly, by  imposts  on  articles  which  they  may  con- 
sume or  not,  as  they  think  proper,  but  by  direct 
taxes,  and  by  an  oppressive  excise,  they  will  be- 
come as  eager  and  as  clamorous  for  the  repeal  of 
this  law  as  thoy  now  are  for  its  passage. 

The  people  of  the  Eastern  States,  after  being 
compelled  to  abandon  the  pursuits  of  their  early 
life;  after  being  driven  from  the  employments  af- 
forded by  navigation  and  commerce,  and  from  the 
manufacture  of  ships  to  that  of  woollen  and  cotton 
cloths,  will  find  that  the  same  act  leaves  them 
without  a  market  at  home  or  abroad  for  this  pro- 
duct of  their  industry.  The  general  poverty  to 
which  the  agricultural  States  of  the  South  will  be 
reduced  by  the  operation  of  this  law,  will  deprive 
the  manufacturers  of  their  best  market  at  home; 
and  advantageous  treaties  between  the  manufac- 
turing nations  of  Europe  and  the  cotton-growing 
countries  south  of  us,  will  deprive  them  of  their 
only  foreign  market.  In  our  political  combina- 
tions we  ought  always  to  infer,  that  nations  will 
pursue  that  policy  which  their  interest  dictates. 
If  we  refuse  to  take  the  manufacture  of  Great 
Britain,  it  will  become  the  interest  of  that  nation 
to  foster  those  States  that  will  do  so.  The  free 
Governments  of  South  America,  south  of  us,  al- 
ready manifest  a  preference  in  favor  of  that  great 
commercial  and  manufacturing  nation,  and  we 
are  about  to  furnish  them  both  with  still  farther 
inducements  to  unite  more  intimately,  to  the  ex- 
clusion of  our  raw  material  on  the  one  hand,  and 
of  our  manufactures  on  the  other.  The  inevitable 
consequence  of  such  a  system  will  induce  the  peo- 
ple of  the  Eastern  States  to  unite  their  effort^ 
more  strenuously  than  ever  to  those  of  the  people 
of  the  South,  to  restore  that  order  of  thintrs  under 
which  they  have  enjoyed  unexampled  prosperity, 
and  will  be  content  to  lose  one-half  of  their  capi- 
tal to  effect  the  change.  It  is  well  known  to 
every  gentleman  on  this  floor,  that  a  very  large 
proporiiou  cl   the  capital  of  the  manufacturer  is 


fixed  capital,  buildings  and  machinery ;  and  if, 
after  this  dangerous  experiment,  a  reaction  should 
ensue,  as  it  certainly  must,  there  is  no  calculating 
the  amount  of  capital  that  will  be  lost  to  the  na- 
tion. One  of  the  most  serious  obstacles  to  the 
creation  of  manufactures  by  legislative  provision, 
in  a  Government  like  ours,  consists  in  the  uncer- 
tainty of  the  duration  of  such  unequal  laws.  This 
consideration  ought  to  deter  us  from  adopting  this 
measure,  even  if  it  were  as  politic  as  it  is  really 
unjust,  arbitrary,  and  ruinous.  It  is  difficult,  like- 
wise, to  calculate  the  amount  of  capital  that  will 
be  sunk  in  trying  this  scheme.  Capital  never 
changes  its  course  suddenly  and  violently  without 
great  losses.  They  will  be  experienced  on  all 
property  now  employed  in  navigation  and  com- 
merce, on  ships,  docks,  magazines,  warehouses, 
and  lands,  and  houses  in  our  seaport  towns.  And 
for  what  are  we  called  upon  to  hazard  this  costly 
experiment  ?  To  protect  and  foster  the  manufac- 
tures of  the  country.  They  do  not  need  it.  They 
have  grown  up  rapidly  and  steadily  with  the  pro- 
tection they  now  enjoy.  Capital  has  been  grad- 
ually withdrawn  from  commerce  and  agriculture, 
and  has  been  invested  in  manufactures  as  a  more 
profitable  employment  for  it.  They  are  not  only 
able  to  meet  the  foreign  article  in  the  home  market, 
but  are  brought  into  successful  competition  with 
foreign  fabrics  abroad.  From  the  advantage  now 
enjoyed  by  our  manufactures,  of  having  the  best 
cotton  in  the  world  at  their  own  doors,  their  fab- 
rics are  of  superior  quality  to  the  same  description 
of  goods  manufactured  in  Europe,  and  are  pre- 
ferred by  the  Americans  of  the  South.  The  con- 
sumption of  our  manufactures  is  already  great  in 
Buenos  Ayres  and  Peru,  in  the  Brazils  and  in 
Mexico,  and  whenever  our  interests  shall  be  prop- 
erly attended  to  in  those  countries  that  consump- 
tion will  be  increased,  unless,  indeed,  the  policy 
we  are  about  to  pursue  deprive  us  of  those  mar- 
kets. If  we  refuse  to  take  the  wool  and  tallow  of 
Buenos  Ayres,  and  the  hemp  of  Chili,  must  we 
not  expect  countervailing  regulations  on  their 
part?  It  is  ridiculous  to  compare  the  complaints 
of  the  manufacturers  with  the  prorisions  of  this 
bill.  One  of  their  memorials  sets  forth — "  That 
'  they  are  unable  to  cope  with  foreign  nations  in 
'  supplying  our  markets  with  woollen  goods.  Their 
'  machinery  is  more  perfect,  the  wages  of  labor 
'  are  less,  and  wool  is  more  abundant  and  cheaper." 
And  we  propose  by  this  tariff,  (if  we  credit  its  ad- 
vocates,) while  we  find  employment  for  half  a 
million  of  the  idlers  of  the  land,  who  exist  only  in 
the  imagination  of  gentlemen,  to  augment  the 
wages  of  labor,  and  to  raise  the  price  of  wool,  by 
prohibiting  the  importation  of  the  foreign  article. 
The  defect  of  skill  and  machinery  is  probably  to 
be  provided  against,  by  prohibiting  the  importa- 
tion of  the  best  iron  for  casting  the  finer  parts  of 
machinery.  But  it  is  New  York  that  will  feel 
most  oppressively  the  injurious  effects  of  this  mea- 
sure. It  is  there  that  its  operation  will  be  most 
ruinous.  That  State,  with  its  sea-girt  frontier, 
(if  I  may  be  allowed  the  expression,)  is  essentially 
commercial.  Its  prosperity  depends  mainly  upon 
that  of  the  city,  which  must  be  deeply  affected  by 
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the  privation  of  the  carrying  trade  of  the  bulky 
agricultural  products  of  the  South,  and  by  the 
prohibition  of  foreign  importations,  which  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Manufactures  told 
us  yesterday  was  the  avowed  object  of  the  bill. 
With  the  decline  of  navigation  and  commerce, 
the  great  advantages  now  derived  from  the  happy 
situation  of  this  seaport  will  be  wrested  from  it; 
the  market  of  New  York  must  fail ;  it  cannot  re- 
main one  of  great  consumption.  Capital  will  de- 
part from  it,  and  be  diverted  into  other  channels. 
There  will  remain  nothing  to  give  in  exchange 
for  the  produce  of  the  interior,  and  it  must  rot 
upon  the  hands  of  the  farmer.  The  great  canal, 
so  justly  the  pride  of  the  State,  will  become  a 
stagnant  pool,  choked  with  weeds,  instead  of  bear- 
ing on  Its  surface  the  rich  products  of  the  West, 
and  the  produce  and  manufactures  of  every, soil 
and  of  every  clime.  I  saw,  said  Mr.  P.,  the  sea- 
port towns  of  France  during  the  existence  of  the 
restrictive  system  of  Napoleon.  The  houses  were 
abandoned  ;  they  were  worth  little  more  than  the 
dry  trees  of  the  forest.  Grass  grew  upon  the  bor- 
ders of  the  docks  and  in  the  streets.  They  were 
the  abode  of  poverty  and  wretchedness,  and  such 
must  be  the  condition  of  New  York  under  the 
operation  of  this  law.  The  honorable  Speaker 
(juoted.  the  other  day,  Napoleon's  account  of  the 
operation  of  his  favorite  prohibitory  system — a 
measure  directed  entirely  to  injure  Great  Britain, 
not  to  benefit  France.  He  attributed  the  pro-^per- 
ous  and  fiourishing  state  of  France  to  the  effects 
of  prohibition.  I,  said  Mr.  P.,  humbly  apprehend 
that  the  prosperity  of  that  country  is  due  to  other 
and  very  different  causes — to  the  emancipation  of 
that  people  from  despotism  and  superstition,  to 
the  distribution  of  the  Church  and  Crown  lands 
into  small  farms,  by  which  means  the  peasantry 
of  France  became  proprietors  of  the  soil,  and  were 
elevated  to  the  rank  of  free  and  independent  land- 
holders. This  change  is  in  itself  sufficient  to  ac- 
count for  the  improved  condition  of  that  country. 
The  state  of  the  seaport  towns  of  France  during 
the  prohibitory  system  of  Napoleon,  was  not  more 
deplorable  than  that  of  the  manufacturing  estab- 
lishments. The  fabrics  of  other  countries  found 
their  way  into  France,  notwithstanding  the  vigi- 
lance of  a  host  of  custom-house  officers.  Their 
price  was  enhanced  to  the  consumer,  the  revenue 
was  defrauded,  but  they  could  be  purchased  in  any 
part  of  France.  It  is  true,  that  the  internal  com- 
merce of  the  country  was  extensive  and  flourish- 
ing. But  what  did  it  arise  from  ?  From  war! 
That  was  the  only  trade  which  flourished  during 
the  reign  of  Napoleon.  The  only  manufacture  in 
successful  operation  was  that  of  arms,  with  the 
exception,  perhaps,  of  that  of  silks,  and  their  pros- 
perity was  due  to  other  causes,  and  principally  to 
the  superior  quality  of  the  raw  material,  the  pro- 
duce of  the  country.  Such  was  the  state  of  the 
cotton  manufactures  that  Government  connived, 
and.  indeed,  still  connives,  at  tlie  introduction  of 
the  finer  sorts  of  thread  from  England,  without 
which  the  manufactures  of  fine  cottons  could  not 
go  on.  They  are  prohibited,  but  if  the  manufac- 
turer can  smuggle  thera  over  the  frontier  he  may 
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use  them.  I  shall  not  comment  on  this  most  sin- 
gular policy — the  natural  consequences  of  mea- 
sures like  the  one  proposed  by  this  bill.  The  wars 
in  which  France  was  engaged,  Were  carried  on  be- 
yond her  own  frontier,  and  at  the  expense  of  ene- 
mies and  allies.  The  beneficial  effects  of  such 
wars  upon  the  internal  commerce  of  the  country 
must  have  been  great.  Clothing  half  a  million 
of  soldiers,  feeding  them  on  their  peaceful  passage 
to  the  frontier,  the  transportation  of  provisions, 
clothing,  arms,  munitions  of  war,  gave  life  and 
activity  to  the  interior  of  France — causes  alto- 
gether foreign  to  the  prohibition  of  imports.  Our 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  public  works 
erected  in  France,  as  a  proof  of  the  prosperity  of 
that  country — a  prosperity  arising,  it  is  said,  out 
of  the  prohibitory  system.  What  were  they  ? 
Magnificent  roads  over  the  Alps  to  open  an  easy 
communication  with  Italy,  in  order  to  keep  those 
States  in  subjection  ;  roads  and  canals  for  the 
transportation  of  heavy  ordnance  and  munitions 
of  war  to  the  frontiers ;  monuments  erected  as  tro- 
phies of  the  victories  of  the  conqueror  of  Europe. 
Neither  such  causes  nor  such  effects  ought  to  be 
subjects  of  admiration  to  the  people  of  this  Re- 
public, much  less,  of  imitation.  The  honorable 
Speaker  and  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Manufactures  account  for  the  prosperity  and  de- 
pression of  nations  by  the  existence  or  absence  of 
a  prohibitory  system  of  duties  ;  they  reject  the 
theories  of  speculative  writers  as  too  absurd  to 
require  refutation  ;  they  triumphantly  appeal  to 
facts  ;  they  would  direct  their  footsteps  by  the 
lamp  o(  experience.  Let  us,  then,  examine  the 
facts  on  which  they  rely.  Ireland  and  Spain  are 
the  two  countries  of  the  world  where  the  industry 
of  the  inhabitants  is  most  unprotected,  and  are, 
on  that  account,  the  most  miserable  countries  in 
the  world.  That  was,  I  think,  the  proposition  of 
the  honorable  Speaker,  and  of  the  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Manufactures.  The  subject  of 
the  slate  of  Ireland  is  now  before  the  British  Par- 
liament, and  it  would  appear  that  both  the  Trea- 
sury benches  and  the  Opposition  are  so  blind  as 
to  attribute  the  depressed  state  of  that  country  to 
the  unequal  distribution  of  property,  to  the  non- 
residence  of  landholders,  to  the  system  of  under- 
letting, so  oppressive  to  the  poor  cultivator,  to 
the  exaction  of  excessive  taxes  and  tithes,  and 
to  the  degraded  iiate  of  four-fifths  of  the  popu- 
lation, who  are  denied  the  privileges  enjoyed  by 
their  Protestant  countrymen.  Not  one  word  of 
want  of  protection  ;  nothing  said  of  the  neces- 
sity of  prohibition.  That  oppressed  people  them- 
selves would  be  not  a  little  astonished,  if  told, 
that  the  remedy  for  all  they  suffer  was  so  simple. 
Parliament  had  only  to  extend  the  "sweets  of 
prohibition"  to  Ireland,  to  render  the  people  pros- 
perous, and  to  make  the  land  flourish  like  a  gar- 
den. It  is  surprising  that  so  simple  A  remedy  never 
occurred  to  her  patriot  statesmen — to  Curran, 
Grattan,  Hamilton,  Rowan,  Tone,  or  Emmett. 
But  I  cannot  discover  any  essential  difference,  in 
this  respect,  between  England  and  Ireland.  What 
difference  there  is,  is  in  favor  of  the  latter.  The 
linen  manufacture,  the  most  important  in  that 
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country,  is  not  only  protected  from  foreign  compe- 
tition, but  enjoys  a  bounty  on  its  exportation.  By 
an  agreement  between  the  two  countries  when 
they  were  united,  a  duty  of  ten  per  cent,  is  exacted 
upon  the  manufactures,  of  each  country,  when  im- 
ported into  the  other.  These  union  duties,  as 
they  were  called,  were  intended  to  favor  Ireland, 
and  the  duty  on  the  raw  materials  of  manufactures 
is  somewhat  less  when  imported  into  Ireland, 
than  when  imported  into  England.  The  Iri^h 
manufacturers  have  lately  prayed  for  a  repeal  of 
the  union  duties.  They  say  nothing  of  the  pro- 
priety of  further  protection  from  foreigners.  They 
are  now  able  to  enter  into  competition  with  the 
English  manufacturer,  and  desire  to  have  the 
markets  of  England  and  Ireland  open  to  the  rival 
industry  of  the  manufacturers  of  both  countries. 

What  is  the  fact  with  respect  to  Spain  1  The 
depression  of  that  country  was  very  satisfactorily 
accounted  for  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  ; 
but,  Mr.  Speaker  denies  that  the  causes  assigned 
by  that  gentleman  have  had  any  effect,  and  attri- 
butes the  decline  of  Spain  altogether  to  the  want 
of  protection.  All  the  writers  on  Spain  attribute 
the  depressed  state  of  that  country  to  the  mesfa^ 
the  free  transit  of  immense  flocks  of  sheep  from 
the  plains  to  the  mountains  and  back,  feeding 
freely  and  destroying  the  timber  enclosures  of  the 
land  in  their  passage;  to  the  large  amount  of  pro- 
perty in  mortmain, 4b  exactions  of  oppressive 
taxes  and  of  titles,  and  to  the  abuse  of  the  power 
of  the  Church.  Jovellanos,  with  the  fear  of  the 
Inquisition  before  him,  accounts  in  this  manner 
for  the  decline  of  every  branch  of  industry.  I 
will  not  trouble  the  Committee  by  reading  any 
part  of  this  report,  but  will  refer  them  to  the 
fourth  volume  of  "  Laborde's  view  of  Spain,*' 
where  they  will  find  a  bad  translation  of  that  elo- 
quent work.  And,  sir,  is  it  not  true  that  the 
abuses  of  the  Catholic  Church  have  produced  a 
powerful  effect  both  upon  the  liberties  and  the 
prosperity  of  Spain  ?  I  speak  only  of  its  abuse. 
As  It  exists  in  this  country,  I  feel  for  that  religion 
the  greatest  respect — freed  from  its  superstition 
and  abuses,  I  join  the  honorable  Speaker  in  all 
his  admiration  of  its  principles.  But,  sir,  the 
power  and  influence  of  the  Church  in  Europe  has 
been  abused  to  the  destruction  of  the  prosperity  of 
many  countries  under  its  dominion. 

The  Speaker  says  it  is  not  so,  and  calls  upon  us 
to  look  at  France — France  is  not  now  under  the 
dominion  of  superstition  ;  and  compare  its  present 
Slate  with  what  it  was  before  the  Revolution. 
Look,  said  that  gentleman,  at  the  States  of  Ger- 
many, and  to  the  difference  between  the  Catholic 
and  Protestant  States  of  Germany.  The  tren- 
tleman  from  Virginia  may  confidently  appeaTfor 
tht  truth  of  what  he  advanced.  Look,  said  Mr. 
Speaker,  at  Switzerland.  Well,  sir,  look  at  Swit- 
zerland—pass from  the  Catholic  to  the  Protestant 
cantons— pass  from  Luzerne  to  Zurich,  and  the 
distinction  is  not  more  obvious;  the  line  is  not 
more  strongly  marked,  that  separates  the  de.sertof 
Atacama  from,  the  fertile  plains  of  Chili.  But, 
there  are  other  causes  which  operate  in  Spain,  to 
depress  the  industry  of  the   people,  and  destroy 


their  prosperity ;  and,  as  the  stale  of  this  country 
has  been  so  strongly  urged  by  the  advocates  of 
this  measure,  as  a  proof  of  their  theory,  the  Com- 
mittee will  pardon  me  for  dwelling  upon  them. 
Laborde  says  that — 

"  The  country  contains  100,000  persons,  existing  as 
smugglers,  robbers,  pirates,  and  assafesins,  escaped 
from  prisons  and  garrisons  ;  about  thirty  or  forty  thou- 
sand appointed  to  guard  the  public  from  these  depre- 
dators, and  often  having  an  understanding  with  them  ; 
250,000  servants,  according  to  the  enumeration  of 
1788;  60,000  students;  100,000  beggars,  led  by  60,000 
monks  ;  600,000  persons  who  are  of  no  ui-e  to  the  me- 
chanic arts." 

But  the  number  of  those  that  live  upon  the  fruits 
of  the  earth,  without  adding  to  them  by  produc- 
tive labor,  of  the  ^^  frtujcs  amsumere  naii,''  is  much  • 
greater.  Spain  contained  10,143,965  persons.  Sub- 
tract women,  children,  and  old  and  infirm  men, 
five-eighths  at  least  of  the  population,  leaving 
3,803,981  men. 
Of  this   number,  the  secular  and  regular  clergy, 

were 125,tKH) 

The  land  forces  ....       149,956 

Seamen  and  marines  .        .        .       101,379 

Nobility 478,716 

Students 47,312 

Councillors         -         -        -        -        .  5,673 

Scriveners  .         -         .        .        .  9,351 

Domestics 276,090 

Persons  employed  in  collecting  taxes  -         27,922 

Total  -  .  .  -  1,221,799 
Leaving  only  2,582,592  employed  in  productive 
industry.  Amoug  the  many  complicated  and  op- 
pressive taxes  on  industry,  a  tax  was  levied  m 
some  of  the  provinces,  on  the  wages  of  labor.  In 
Catalonia,  it  amounted  to  8^  per  cent,  upon  the 
earnings,  which  were  calculated  upon  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty  days  of  labor;  one  hundred  and 
eighty-five  days  t)eing  supposed  to  be  consumed 
by  Sabbaths  and  festivals  of  the  church.  Look 
at  the  difference  between  the  Alcabala  and  other 
provincial  duties  on  articles  of  home  produce,  and 
manufactured  in  Spain,  and  on  those  imported. 
The  first  paid  only  two  per  cent.,  the  second  fif- 
teen;  and,  as  this  duty  was  paid  as  often  as  the 
article  was  sold,  the  foreign  article  never  paid  less 
than  30  per  cent.,  besides  other  duties  ;  for,  it  first 
paid  the  Alcabala,  when  placed  in  the  warehouse 
of  the  merchant,  and  again  when  sold  at  retail ; 
very  often,  indeed,  15  per  cent,  was  paid  in  this 
way  alone,  on  goods  brought  from  foreign  coun- 
tries ;  so  that  the  Spaniards  enjoyed  the  "sweets" 
of  protection,  if  not  of  prohibition.  On  this  sub- 
ject, Laborde  has  the  following  passage: 

"The  provincial  taxes  include  a  variety  of  articles. 
These  are  levied  upon  all  kinds  of  produce  of  the  aoiJ, 
and  every  branch  of  agriculture,  trade,  manufacture, 
wheat,  and  other  grain,  oil,  wine,  fruiu,  pulse,  vege- 
tables, animals  ot  all  kinds,  and  beasts  of  every  de- 
scription;  upon  all  merchandise  manufactured  in 
Spain,  hi  often  us  ii  is  sold  ;  upon  all  foreign  goods, 
the  hame.  after  having  been  subject  to  ihe  import  du- 
ties;  and  those  taxes  must  be  paid  every  time  the  ar- 
ticles are  bought  or  exchanged. 
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<'The  hasbandman,  th«  proprietor,  or  farmer,  can- 
not sell  or  exchange  the  produce  of  the  soil,  the  in- 
crease of  his  flocks,  his  poultry  yard,  stud,  or  kennel, 
nor  the  manufacturer  the  goods  in  his  factory,  nor  the 
merchant  those  he  hcs  in  his  warehouses,  without,  at 
every  sale  and  resale,  paying  this  duty.  No  individ- 
ual can  sell  his  horse,  ass,  or  pig,  without  being 
equally  liable.  No  person  can  kill  a  calf,  sheep,  or 
lamb,  from  his  own  stock,  without  having  previously 
made  a  solemn  declaration  that  the  animal  is  bona 
fide  one  of  his  own  herd  or  flock,  and  that  he  kills  it 
merely  for  the  use  of  his  own  family. 

"This  duty  is  fixed  at  the  rate  of  two  per  cent,  ad 
valorem,  for  the  home  produce  and  articles  manufac- 
tured in  Spain  ;  but  fifteen  per  cent,  for  that  brought 
from  foreign  countries.  It  is  paid  every  time  the 
goods  change  their  owners;  and  instances  have  oc- 
curred where  they  have  paid  it  ten,  twelve,  and  fif- 
teen times  before  they  came  into  the  possession  of  the 
consumer.  Numerous  substances  pay  many  times 
when  they  are  converted  into  different  forms  :  as 
grease,  three  times — first,  when  purchased  with  the 
animal  which  produces  it;  afterwa''ds,  as  tallow  ;  and 
thirdly,  when  made  into  candles  ;  oxen,  calves,  sheep, 
lamtts,  and  pigs,  twice — first,  when  purchased  by  the 
head  ;  and,  secondly,  when  the  carcase  is  sold  retail  ; 
the  first  three  pay  it  a  third  time,  upon  the  skins  when 
dressed  ;  grapes  pay  it  three  times,  as,  first,  when 
converted  into  wine,  and  again  when  made  into  vine- 
gar ;  oil  three  times  ;  first,  as  oil,  second  in  soap,  and 
lastly  when  changed  into  paint  ;  wool  and  silk  pay 
twice  ;  first,  in  the  raw  material ;  and,  secondly,  when 
converted  into  cloths  and  stutTs. 

"  This  duty  is  one  grand  obstacle  to  agriculture! 
improvements,  because  chiefly  falling  upon  articles  of 
prime  necessity,  and  of  ordinary  and  most  extensive 
consumption.  It  principally  oppresses  those  persons 
who,  from  their  scanty  means  of  subsistence,  are 
obliged  to  purchase  from  a  fourth  or  a  fifth  hand,  and 
who,  consequently,  pay  this  duty  an  equal  number  of 
times  over,  while  the  rich,  who  can  buy  by  the  whole- 
sale, and  of  the  first  supplier  of  the  market,  pay  it  only 
once." 

Speaking  of  the  stale  of  the  manufactures  in 
Spam,  Laborde  says: 

**  The  very  high  price  at  w  hich  goods  manufactured 
in  Spain,  sell,  arises  from  a  combination  of  causes. 
The  dearness  of  provisions,  the  great  expense  of  man- 
ual labor,  the  few  hours  workmen  labor  in  the  course 
of  the  day,  the  aumber  of  holidays,  in  which  none  or 
very  little  work  is  performed,  the  diflSculty  and  high 
rate  of  conveyance  of  articles  used  in  the  manufac- 
tories, from  want  of  canals,  navigable  rivers,  good 
roadit,  and  convenient  carriages ;  and  the  duties  im- 
posed, not  only  upon  the  raw,  but  also  upon  the  man- 
ufactured article,  the  constant  restraint  resulting  from 
fiscal  obligation,  the  domiciliary  visits,  the  difficulties 
continually  arising  from  persons  employed  in  collect- 
ing the  customs,  are  all  so  many  obstacles  which  hin- 
der the  sale  of  national  manufactures,  and  conse- 
quently impede  the  progress  of  national  prosperity." 

The  prosperous  state  of  Great  Britain  is  due, 
say  gentlemen,  entirely  to  the  protection  afforded 
to  Its  commerce  and  manufactures,  to  its  restric- 
tive and  prohibitory  systems.  The  first  was  in- 
tended to  foster  the  navigation  of  the  country, 
and  was  considered,  at  the  time  of  n^  adoption, 
as  hostile  to  commerce.     I  will  not  detaiu   the 


Committee  by  reading  extracts  from  the  work  I 
hold  in  ray  hand,  "  Reeves  on  Shipping."  From 
that  work,  it  appears  that  all  the  acts  on  this  sub- 
ject were  intended  to  protect  navigation.  They 
were  at  first  entitled  "acts  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  Navy  ; "  and  afterwards,  "  acts  for  the  en- 
couraging and  increasing  shipping  and  naviga- 
tion;'' and,  in  the  history  of  these  acts,  it  will  be 
seen,  that  a  constant  struggle  was  maintained  be- 
tween the  Government  and  the  merchants. 

On  the  part  of  the  Government  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, this  was  certainly  a  wise  policy  at  the  time 
it  was  adopted.  Surrounded  as  that  nation  was, 
by  great  maritime  Powers,  it  was  essential  to 
create  a  navy,  and  the  immediate  interests  of 
commerce  were  sacrificed  to  that  paramount  con- 
sideration. By  steadily  pursuing  this  policy,  they 
became  masters  of  the  seas,  and  masters  of  the 
commerce  of  the  world.  But,  for  a  long  period, 
they  continued  to  export  little  else  than  the  pro- 
duce of  the  soil.  Alter  being  engaged  for  a  long 
series  of  years  in  successful  and  lucrative  trade,  a 
vast  amount  of  capital  was  accumulated,  and  a 
part  of  it  was  naturally  directed  to  manufactures. 
Their  establishment  was  favored,  too,  by  the  ar- 
rival of  the  refugees  from  France,  who  were 
driven  from  their  country  by  the  edict  of  Nantz, 
to  seek  an  asylum  in  England.  The  system  of 
protecting  duties  grew  up  slowly,  and  always  in 
consequence  of  excessive  taxation  and  excise  up- 
on every  article  of  life.  The  corn  laws  which 
we  complain  of,  originated  in  the  necessity  of 
protecting  the  agriculturist  in  England,  who  pays 
tithes,  land  tax,  and  poor  rates,  from  the  farmer 
of  other  countries,  who  pays  none  of  those  taxes, 
or  where  they  are  moderate,  and  who  could, 
therefore,  undersell  him  in  the  home  market.  It 
IS  a  tax  levied  upon  the  whole  community,  so  as 
to  equalize  the  burden  of  general  taxation,  which 
would  otherwise  overwhelm  the  English  cultira- 
tor.  Such  a  regulation  here  would  be  an  odious 
imposition  upon  the  people  for  the  benefit  of  one 
class.  So  far  is  the  prosperity  of  the  manufac- 
tures in  that  country  from  being  due  to  protecting 
duties,  that  Lowe,  in  the  work  so  frequently 
quoted  by  gentlemen  on  the  opposite  side,  says, 
expressly,  "  that,  of  123,000,000,  the  total  value  of 
'  British  manufactures,  80,000,000  consist  of  the 
'  threegreat  articles, cotton,  woollen,  and  hardware, 
none  of  which  receive  protection  from  custom 
duties."  "What,"  he  asks,  "  was  the  real  motive 
on  the  part  of  Government  for  these  multifarious 
regulations — this  long  list  of  duties,  drawbacks, 
and  bounties?  Not  to'  confer  on  any  of  the  par- 
ties, whether  agriculturists  or  manufacturers,  an 
'  absolute  advantage,  but  to  reconcile  them  to  the 
'  taxes  imposed  on  the  respective  articles  of  their 
'  produce."  Great  Britain  has  been  compelled, 
from  frequent  and  expensive  wars,  to  resort  to  an 
oppressive  system  of  taxation,  and  to  lay  an  ex- 
cise on  every  manufactured  article.  To  encourage 
her  navigation,  and  to  enable  the  English  manu- 
factures to  meet  the  foreign  fabrics  in  foreign 
markets,  drawbacks  are  granted,  and,  without 
that  provision,  English  goods  could  not  be  ex- 
ported or  sold  on  any  thing  like  equal  terms  with 
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those  produced  by  the  same  measure  in  other 
countries  where  no  excise  exists.  Such  a  system 
would  be  unjust  here  ;  it  would  be  a  tax  upon  the 
people  for  the  benefit  of  a  single  class ;  as  for 
many  articles  of  English  fabric,  an  Englishman 
pays  more  at  home  than  we  do  here,  ft  is  true 
that  Great  Britain  does  present  a  magnificent 
spectacle  of  increasing  national  prosperity  and 
greatness  ;  but  gentlemen  have  not  attributed  this 
to  its  true  causes — the  vast  accumulation  of  capi- 
tal, superior  mechanical  skill,  persevering  indus- 


new  labor-saving  machine,  he  must  be  relieved  by 
the  parish  or  starve.  Such  is  the  division  and 
perfection  of  labor  in  that  country,  that  a  man 
thrown  out  of  employment  from  his  place  being 
usurped  by  another  machine,  cd^ni^oU  in  many  years, 
hope  to  earn  his  livelihood  in  any  other  manner. 
The  only  advocates  of  the  poor  laws  in  England, 
and  I  never  expected,  said  Mr.  P.,  to  have  heard 
any  one  here  praise  such  a  system,  contend  that 
they  have  become  necessary,  in  order  to  provide 
for  laborers,  and  to  equalize  taxes.  That  is  to  say, 
try,  and  minute  division  of  labor.  They  have  i  to  tax  the  landed  interest  for  the  support  of  the 
ascribed  it  altogether  to  the  defects  of  the  regula-  j  poor  laborer  and  artisan  in  sickness,  in  want  of 


tions  of  that  country,  for  such  they  are  acknow- 
ledged to  be  by  all  their  writers,  and  all  their  en- 
lightened statesmen.*  There  is  another  cause 
which  has  great  weight:  it  is  the  existence  of  a 
sound  national  currency.  Even  the  Opposition  in 
England  attribute  the  present  highly  prosperous 
state  of  the  country  mainly  to  the  resumption  of 
specie  payments.  But,  sir,  let  us  look  at  the  slate 
of  individual  happiness,  and  at  the  prosperity  of 
the  people  of  that  country,  as  compared  with  our 
own.  I  heard,  with  the  utmost  surprise,  an  as- 
sertion that  they  were  better  fed,  and  better 
clothed,  and  enjoyed  more  comforts,  than  the 
people  of  this  country.  It  has  been  my  lot,  said 
Mr.  P.,  from  inheriting  a  feeble  constitution,  to  be 
compelled  to  travel  much.  I  have  been  frequently 
in  England,  and,  in  returning  to  mv  native  coun- 
try, I  have  remarked,  with  pride  and  delishi,  the 
superior  condition  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States — superior  to  that  of  every  other  people  on 
the  face  of  the  earth  that  I  have  ever  seen.  For 
the  truth  of  this,  let  us  look  at  the  facts.  A  large 
proportion  of  the  people  of  England,  about  three- 
fifths,  are  manufacturers,  I  mean  artisans,  work- 
men, and  laborers,  in  manufactories;  for  the  capi- 
talists who  own  them  are  too  inconsiderable  in 
numbers  to  be  counted,  although  we  seem  to  re- 
gard them  as  the  only  part  of  the  community 
worthy  to  be  encouraged.  These  men  toii  througii 
lile  on  a  5mall  stipend,  barely  sufficient  to  enable 
them  to  rear  up  a  family,  to  become  themselves  la- 
borers at  a  very  tender  age.  This  is  all  thev  ever 
aspire  to.  Owing  to  this  circumstance,  the  poor 
laws  have  become  a  part  of  the  manufacturing 
system,  flf  the  laborer  is  thrown  out  of  employ"^ 
ment,  by  accident,  disease,  or  tne  invention  of  a 


•  "  For  pome  years  past,  there  certainly  has  pre- 
Tailed.  in  this  country,  among  its  ablest  statesmen  and 
most  eminent  writers,  I  should  sav.  indeed,  among  all 
men  of  sense  and  reflection,  a  decided  conviction, 
that  the  maintenance  of  this  prohibitory  system  is  ex- 
ceedingly xm^oWucr— Speech  of  tht  C'hanceilor  of  the 
Excheqxter  on  the  financial  state  of  Great  Britain. 

t  At  a  late  meeting  in  England,  to  take  into  con- 
sideration the  state  of  prison  discipline  in  that  coun- 
try, it  was  objected,  that  convicted  felons  received  a 
larger  share  of  meat,  vegetables,  and  bread,  per  daj, 
than  could  be  procured  by  an  agricultural  laborer. 
The  reply  was,  that  the  agricultural  laborer  could, 
from  the  poors'  rates,  obtain  that  supply  which  his  own 
wages  were  inadequate  to  procure  :— A  state  of  things 
the  American  farmer  is  called  upon  to  envy  ! 


employment,  or  when  the  proprietor  finds  it  con- 
venient to  lower  their  wages  below  their  actual 
necessities.  The  workmen  whose  condition  is 
represented  to  be  so  happy,  cannot  insist  upon  an 
advance  of  wages,  let  the  profits  of  the  manufac- 
turer be  what  they  may.  The  wages  of  labor 
bear  an  exact  proportion  to  the  price  of  provisions, 
and,  so  far  is  the  laborer  from  having  it  in  his 
power  to  accumulate  any  thing,  that,  it  his  labors 
are  accidentally  suspended,  he  must  be  relieved 
by  the  parish.  The  workman  passes  in  this  man- 
ner through  life,  hopeless  of  ever  bettering  his 
condition ;  this  is  the  case  with  all  the  lower 
classes  in  England.  The  servant  who  puts  on  a 
livery  is  content  to  die  with  it  on  his  back.  This 
makes  excellent  artisans  and  good  servants  ;  but 
we  ought  not  to  seek  to  reduce  our  fellow-citizens 
to  such  a  state. 

I  will  not  refer  to  Colquhoun's  statements  to 
prove  the  number  of  beggars  and  disorderly  per- 
sons there  are  in  England;  that  is  now  considered 
of  very  doubtful  authority.  But  I  will  refer  gen- 
tlemen to  the  report  of  a  committee  of  the  House 
of  Commons  on  the  state  of  mendicity  in  Eng- 
land. God  lorbid  that  the  assertion  made  on  this 
floor  that  there  are  as  many,  if  not  more,  beggars 
in  our  towns,  should  be  true.  The  number  of 
poor  supported  by  the  poor  rates  in  England  and 
Wales  amounts  to  one  million,  one-twelfth  of  the 
population,  at  an  annual  expense  of  0,000,000^. 
sterling,  more  than  S-C.500,(iOU.  So  much  for  the 
people  whose  lot  we,  in  the  United  States,  are 
called  upon  to  envy! 

The  effect  of  these  regulations,  which  may  be 
traced  all  to  a  system  like  the  one  proposed  by  the 
bill  upon  your  table,  upon  the  middle  class  of 
landholders,  has  been  most  oppressive.  Thou- 
sands have  abandoned  their  farms,  and  gone  into 
voluntary  banishment,  to  avoid  the  pr'essure  of 
taxation,  tithes,  and  poor  rates.  They  may  be 
seen  in  thousands,  settled  in  France,  in  the  Neth- 
erlands, and  in  Italy,  living  where  the  necessaries 
of  hte  are  within  the  reach  of  men  of  moderate 
fortunes. 

The  laws  and  regulations  which  the  advocates 
of  this  bill  think  have  been  productive  of  the  great- 
ness and  pro.Writv  of  England,  and  which" they 
believe  that  ie  have  only  to  adopt,  m  order  to 
arrive  at  the  same  result,  if  they  have  had  any 
eflfect,  have  produced  the  extremes  of  wealth  and 
poverty—a  state  of  society  we  ought  carefully  to 
avoid,  if  we  value  our  republican  institutions,  and 
desire  to  preserve  them. 
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Look,  too,  at  the  force  constantly  kept  on  foot 
to  suppress  smuggling,  where  such  a  system  as 
the  one  proposed  exists.  In  Great  Britain,  besides 
a  host  ot  custom-house  officers,  there  is  an  army 
employed  in  what  is  termed  the  preventive  ser- 
vice. 

In  France,  upwards  of  thirty  thousand  men  are 
kept  in  constant  employment  to  guard  the  cus- 
toms from  fraud.  In  Spain,  it  requires  twenty- 
seven  thousand  men  to  collect  the  taxes;  yet,  not- 
withstanding those  armies  of  custom-houseofficers, 
smuggling  is  carried  on  so  extensively  that  a  small 
premium  will  insure  the  transit  of  prohibited  arti- 
cles between  England  and  France.  From  the 
Netherlands  to  Paris  costly  articles  are  smuggled 
at  a  premium  of  less  than  one-half  per  cent.* 
Our  customs  are  now  guarded  by  public  opinion  ; 
destroy  that — let  it  no  longer  be  considered  infa- 
mous to  violate  our  revenue  laws,  and  the  whole 
Navy  of  the  United  States,  and  ten  times  our  pre- 
sent land  force,  will  not  prevent  smuggling.  In 
the  States  of  Europe,  the  existence  of  These  armies 
of  officers  adds  to  the  strength  of  Government. 
They  are  more  dependent  upon,  and  more  devoted 
to,  the  authority  that  employs  them,  than  any 
other  description  of  force — we  ought  to  be  ex- 
tremely cautious  how  we  place  such  means  at  the 
disposal  of  our  Treasury  to  enforce  this  prohibi- 
tory system  ;  and  on  a  coast  like  ours,  no  maritime 
force  this  Government  can  afford  to  keep  up,  will 
prevent  smugsling. 

The  example  of  Russia  is  cited;  Russia,  say 
gentlemen,  tried  a  free  and  unrestrained  trade, 
which  occasioned  her  ruin,  and  has  wisely  resolved 
to  abandon  it.  The  distresses  of  that  country  are 
to  be  attributed  to  any  other  cause — to  the  rnain- 
tenance  of  nearly  a  million  of  soldiers — to  the  civil 
institutions  of  the  country,  and,  principally,  to  the 
excessive  issue  of  paper  money.  During  the  long 
wars  with  France,  Russia,  in  order  to  subsist  her 
armies  abroad,  was  compelled  to  send  almost  all 
the  specie  out  of  the  country,  and  to  replace  it  by 
paper  money,  which  has  now  depreciated  so  much 
that  a  ruble  is  not  worth  more  than  one-third  of 
its  original  value.  We  can  draw  no  lessons  from 
the  experience  of  Russia.  This  country  is  totally 
dissimilar.  But,  if  their  experience  does  apply  at 
all  to  us,  it  is  all  against  the  conclusions  of  the 
honorable  Speaker.  The  restrictive  system  was 
tried  by  the  Emperor  Paul;  and  Russia  was  not 
only  »reatly  impoverished  at  the  time,  but  lost  mar- 
kets for  her  produce,  which  she  has  never  regained. 
The  Emperor  Alexander,  after  the  peace  of  Tilsit, 
attempted  to  carry  into  effect  the  prohibitory  sys- 


•  Mr.  Huskisson,  in  his  speech  on  the  silk  trade, 
repeatedly  states,  and  (juotes  evidence  to  prove,  that, 
notwithstanding  the  prohibition,  French  silks  are  in- 
troduced into  England  for  a  premium  often  per  cent.; 
one  of  the  witnesses  snys  :  *'  When  I  was  at  Paris, 
they  had  no  idea  I  was  a  manufacturer,  and  they 
offered  me.  for  an  insurance  at  ten  per  cent,  to  send 
me  any  quantity  of  manufactured  silks  I  chose  to  se- 
lect, to  any  part  of  London  I  pleaised,  notwithstanding 
their  liability  to  be  seized  as  French  wherever  they 
were  found." 


tern  of  Napoleon  ;  but  eren  he  was  compelled  to 
yield  to  the  will  of  his  people.  They  bore,  with- 
out murmuring,  every  burden  but  that.  It  is  well 
known  that  the  relaxation  of  that  system  led  to  the 
war  between  Russia  and  France,  which  terminated 
in  the  overthrow  of  Napoleon.  The  "enlightened 
Minister"  of  Russia  will  find  himself  as  much 
mistaken  as  the  advocates  of  this  bill,  in  his  at- 
tempt to  restore  Russia  to  prosperity,  by  adopting 
a  prohibitory  system  of  duties.  The  remedy  must 
be  applied  to  the  causes  of  the  depression  he  com- 
plains of.  This  experiment,  however,  may  be 
tried  without  danger  to  Russia,  already  depressed 
as  low  as  possible;  but  here,  in  a  country  in  an 
unexampled  state  of  prosperity,  its  failure  will  be 
ruinous. 

And  here  let  me  remark  that  the  happiness  or 
misery  of  a  people,  and  the  prosperity  or  depres- 
sion of  a  State,  are  comparative  terms.  The  con- 
dition of  this  country,  and  the  sum  of  human  hap- 
piness in  it,  if  compared  with  any  other,  would 
bear  me  out  in  the  assertion  that  we  are,  at  this 
moment,  the  most  prosperous  and  happiest  people 
in  the  world. 

The  honorable  Speaker  was  at  great  pains  to 
explain  the  amount  of  taxation  each  nation  bears, 
and  considered  that  as  showing  the  comparative 
wealth  and  capacity  of  a  country.  It  is  true 
'•  that  the  burden  of  taxation  is  always  relative  to 
the  ability  of  the  subjects  of  it."  But  it  is  not 
true,  that  the  existence  of  immoderate  and  exces- 
sive taxes  in  a  country,  proves  the  ability  of  the 
people  to  bear  them  without  serious  inconvenience 
or  ultimate  ruin.  It  is  true,  that  the  same  amount 
of  taxation  would  press  more  heavy  upon  a  poor, 
than  it  would  upon  a  rich  nation;  more  heavy 
upon  Spain,  than  upon  England.  But  it  is  not 
true,  that  the  amount  of  contributions  a  Govern- 
ment draws  from  the  pockets  of  its  citizens,  is  a 
proof  of  the  prosperity  or  capacity  of  the  country. 
It  proves  little  more  than  that  the  expenditure  of 
that  Government  is  extravagant ;  it  is  not  true, 
that  because  the  taxation  per  capita  in  England, 
is  three  pounds  two  shillings  sterling,  (§13  78,) 
and  that  in  the  United  States,  nine  shillings,  (S2,) 
the  prosperity  of  England,  and  the  capacity  of 
that  people  to  bear  taxation,  are  to  those  of  the 
United  States  in  the  ratio  of  §13  78  to  $2.  This 
fact  shows  only  that  we  live  under  a  wise  and 
economical  Government,  which,  instead  of  lav- 
ishing the  substance  of  its  citizens,  leaves  them  the 
means  of  accumulating  wealth  from  the  most 
humble  beginnings.  Look  at  the  condition  of? 
the  people  of  the  two  countries.  How  easy  it  is 
here,  where  the  taxes  are  light,  for  the  poor  man 
to  elevate  himself  by  industry  and  economy  to 
wealth  and  consideration  ;  how  impossible  is  it 
for  the  same  description  of  person  to  succeed  in 
England,  where  the  last  surplus  cent  is  drawn 
from  him  for  the  support  of  Government ;  there 
he  can  do  little  more  than  maintain  himself  above 
want. 

The  true  test  of  the  prosperity  of  a  people  con- 
sists in  their  means  of  consumption ;  and,  if  judged 
by  this  standard,  by  the  quantity  and  quality  of 
the  food  and  clothing  they  consume  ;  by  the  man- 
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ner  in  which  they  are  lodged,  and  their  rapid  ac- 
cumulation of  wealth,  the  great  mass  ot  the  people 
of  this  country  are  more  prosperous  and  better 
nble,  in  proportion  to  their  numbers,  to  bear  an 
equal  burden  of  taxation,  than  any  people  in  the 
world. 

Situated  as  we  are,  with  an  extensive  seacoast 
frontier,  our  independence,  our  very  existence  as 
a  nation,  depends  upon  our  ability  to  protect  our 
shores  from  the  attacks  of  great  maritime  Powers. 
The  effects  this  bill  is  calculated  to  produce  on 
our  navigation,  have  been  clearly  and  unanswer- 
ably shown  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts. 
I  know,  said  Mr.  P.,  we  shall  be  told,  that  if  it 
does  affect  our  foreign  commerce,  it  will  increase 
the  coasting  trade.  But,  if  the  Atlantic  States  be 
impoverished,  and  deprived  of  the  means  of  pur- 
chase, how  can  the  coasting  trade  be  carried  on  ? 
If  the  Eastern  States  and  New  York  cease  to 
import  the  articles  we  want,  what  will  remain  to 
be  carried  ?  If  the  South  is  compelled  to  raise 
and  manufacture  for  its  own  consumption,  if  it  is 
deprived  of  the  means  of  purchase,  must  not  the 
coasting  trade  suffer  ?  Commerce,  of  every  de- 
scription, coasting  or  foreign,  cannot  be  carried 
on  advantageously,  if  at  all,  unless  it  embraces 
articles  of  every  description ;  confine  it  to  one  or 
two,  and  it  perishes. 

It  is  idle  to  say,  that  any  one  trade  is  a  losing 
trade  to  the  nation,  if  it  furnishes  the  merchant 
with  the  means  of  carrying  a  variety  of  articles 
to  other  markets.  The  East  India  trade  has  been 
cited.  Let  us  see  how  it  operates.  A  vessel  is 
sent  out  to  Europe,  with  a  cargo  of  domestic  pro- 
duce, and  returns  laden  with  French  and  German 
goods,  suited  to  the  Mexican  and  South  American 
markets.  To  these  are  added  more  produce  and 
domestic  manufactures,  silks  and  nankeens  of 
China,  dyed  here.  This  as.sorted  cargo  is  sold  in 
Mexico,  for  what  is  theproduceof  the  earth  there — 
for  gold  and  silver — which  are  brought  to  this 
country  to  be  shipped  to  China  for  more  silks  and 
nankeens  and  teas,  which  are  again  sent  to  South 
America  and  to  Europe. 

On  every  one  of  the.se  transactions,  there  re- 
mains a  profit  to  the  revenue  and  a  profit  to  the 
merchant :  yet  we  are  told  that  commerce  is  not 
productive.  It  is  productive  always  in  proportion 
to  its  extent— in  proportion  to  the  variety  of  ar- 
ticles the  inerchant  has  to  make  up  his  cargoes 
with.  Speaking  on  this  subject,  the  eloquent 
Patrick  Henry  exclaimed,  "Fetter  not  commerce; 
let  it  be  free  as  air;  she  will  range  the  whole  cre- 
ation, and  return  on  the  four  winds  of  heaven,  to 
bless  the  land  with  plenty." 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  has  demon- 
strated the  fallacy  of  the  assertion,  that  the  ruin- 
ous slate  of  our  commerce  is  deducible  from  the 
unfavorable  balance  of  trade.  He  has  shown, 
too,  that  the  difference  of  exchange  between  this 
country  and  Great  Britain  did  not  depend  only 
upon  the  state  of  trade  betv/een  the  two  countries, 
but,  in  a  great  measure,  upon  the  difference  of 
their  currencies.  In  corroboration  of  what  he  ad- 
vanced, I  will,  said  Mr.  P.,  mention  a  circumstance 
which  will  make  it  familiar  to  every  gentleman 


that  hears  me.  Being  about  to  leave  England  in 
1820,  and  having  a  few  sovereigns  more  than  I 
required,  I  exchanged  them,  in  Liverpool,  for  dol- 
lars. The  dollar,  at  par  value,  is  4«.  6rf.,  54  pence 
sterling.  I  bought  them  for  4«.  2d.,  50  pence  ster- 
ling, which  has  been  the  price  for  some  years  past. 
I  received  for  my  20  sovereigns,  96  dollars,  where- 
as, at  par  value,  they  were  only  worth  88 ;  and, 
by  this  operation,  I  gained  more  than  eight  per 
cent.  The  exchange  at  this  lime  was  in  favor  of 
England,  nominally,  ten  per  cent.,  so  that  if  we 
take  into  account  the  freight  and  insurance,  it 
was,  in  fact,  very  nearly  at  par.  The  exchange 
is  made,  not  in  currency,  but  in  a  merchantable 
commodity,  liable  to  some  fluctuation  in  value,  in 
'  England,  where  only  a  given  quantity  of  silver 
I  coin  is  issued  and  where  payments  over  a  certain 
sum  must  be  made  in  gold. 

The  effect  of  this  bill  on  our  revenue,  if  it  pro- 
duces the   results   anticipated    by   its  advocates, 
I  must  be  ruinous.     It  is,  however,  useless  to  urge 
I  this  topic  on  the  attention  of  the  Committee. 
j      It  is  clear  that,  if  this  bill  produces  the  effect 
!  anticipated,  of  protecting  and   encouraging  our 
I  domestic  manufactures  by  preventing  the  inlro- 
i  duction  of  foreign  fabrics,  the  revenue  now  de- 
I  rived  from  imports  must  be  diminished;  if  it  does 
I  not  produce  that  effect,  it  will  not  afford  that  pro- 
i  tection — if  the  foreign  article  continues  to  be  im- 
I  ported,  it  is,  in  the  present  state  of  our  Treasury, 
an  unjust  and  impolitic  tax  on  consumption. 
j      Its  effects  on  the  cotton-growing  States,  no  one 
can  deny.     We  now  supply  Great  Britain  with 
more  of  that  raw  material  than  all  the  world  be- 
sides.    But,  sayi  Mr.  Speaker,    "  Will  she  refuse 
to  take  our  cotton   because  we  refuse  to  take  her 
cotton  fabrics,  and  thereby  deprive  herself  of  the 
market  she  now  enjoys  ?*'     This  would  be  true 
enough  if  Great  Britain  could   not  obtain  cotton 
elsewhere,  and  must  either  consume  ours  or  stop 
her  manufactories  altogether.     We  now  supply 
Great  Britain  because  we  are  her  best  customer ; 
she  may  not  refuse  to  take  our  cotton,  but  her 
manufacturers,  who  are  many  of  them  shipping 
merchants,    will    bring    their    cotton   from   those 
places  where  they  sell  theit  fabrics — from  Brazil 
and  from  Mexico. 

How  this  bill  is  to  operate  in  favor  of  agricul- 
ture, I  am  at  a  loss  to  understand.  Will  il  in- 
crease the  consumption  of  bread  corn  ?  This  can 
only  be  done  by  opening  foreign  markets,  and 
by  augmenting  our  population;  and  is  this  to  be 
effected  by  prohibiting  foreign  fabrics,  or  by  shut- 
ting the  people  up  in  manufactories?  Will  it 
augment  the  comforts  of  the  people  to  compel 
them  to  become  artisans,  or  enable  them  to  con- 
sume more?  The  only  possible  effect  this  policy 
can  have  upon  the  agriculture  of  the  country,  will 
be,  to  augment  the  price  of  produce  by  diminish- 
ing its  quantity.  The  farmer,  deprived  of  a  mar- 
ket, and  cut  off  from  all  means  of  support  by  cul- 
tivating the  earth,  condemned  to  pay  an  increased 
price  on  every  article  of  consumption,  and  driven 
from  his  home  by  tax-gatherers  and  excisemen, 
must  seek  refuge  in  some  manufactory.  Tfic 
rich  man  will  alone  be  able  to  contend  against  the 
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effects  of  this  law,  and  the  lands  must  fall  into  the 
hands  of  a  few. 

And  yet  we  are  told  that  "  the  opponents  of  this 
system  are  the  rich  of  the  land."  The  effects  of 
a  system  which  transfers  property  into  few  hands, 
upon  the  liberties  of  the  people,  I  leave  the  intelli- 
gence of  the  Committee  to  infer.  The  effects 
upon  the  freedom  of  election,  by  the  existence  of 
great  manufacturing  establishments,  containing 
Haifa  million  of  people,  who  must  be  under  the 
control  of  a  few  men,  is  too  obvious  to  require  a 
comment. 

The  honorable  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Manufactures  has  likened  the  inhabitants  of  this 
country  to  an  army  marching  to  battle,  and  asks, 

hat  would  be  the  condition  of  such  an  army,  if 


all  our  wants  in  time  of  peace,  without  resorting 
to  internal  taxes.  Within  half  a  century  we  have 
become  a  great  and  powerful  nation  ;  and  by  what 
means  ?  By  the  freedom  of  our  institutions.  By 
the  liberty  every  man  enjoyed  to  employ  his  in- 
dustry and  capital  in  the  manner  he  judged  most 
advantageous.  By  the  Government  having  kept 
steadily  in  view  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution,  and 
having  enacted  laws  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole, 
without  favor  and  without  partiality.  That  the 
law  now  contemplated  is  the  reverse  of  all  this, 
no  one  can  deny.  It  is  intended  to  control  indus- 
try, and  to  favor  a  few  at  the  expense  of  the  vast 
majority  of  the  people.  It  is  a  law  intended  for 
the  rich  man,  for  the  capitalist ;  it  will  not  profit 
the  laborer,  but  will  drive  him  from  a  healthy  pur- 
suit to  a  sedentary  and  sickly  employment — if,  in- 
deed, the  number  of  industrious  men  who  now 
then,  is  an  avowal  of  the  intentions  of  that  gen-  '  gain  a  livelihood  by  the  prosperous  state  of  our 
tleman.  We  shall  not  be  permitted  any  longer  to  (  seaports  and  of  our  navigation  and  trade  will  find 
do  as  we  please.  We  are  to  be  marshalled  as  an  employment,  when  we  shall  have  taken  from  them 
army.  We  must  march  with  a  regular  front,  their  present  means  of  support.  There  are,  said 
No  man  must  leave  the  ranks;  no  man  is  to  be  [  Mr.  P..  other  considerations,  which  he  had  in- 
allowed  to  surpass  his  fellow-men,  and  to  spring  ]  tended  to  have  offered  to  the  attention  of  the 
forward  to  gain  the  prize  his  talents  and  industry  ;  House,  but  his  exhausted  strength  compelled  him 
had  placed  within  his  grasp.     We  are  to  be  re-  '  to  conclude. 


w 


every  man  was  allowed  to  march  as  he  chose, 
and  to  load   and  fire  when   he  pleased?     This. 


duced,  like  the  Hindoos,  to  castes,  and  condemned 
to  toil  all  our  lives  at  one  employment.  I  trust  in 
God  the  Committee  will  not  sanction  a  law  in- 
tended, avowedly,  to  produce  such  effects. 

The  natural  progress  of  a  country  like  ours  is 


It  requires,  indeed,  no  arguments  to  prove,  that, 
by  destroying  our  navigation,  by  restricting  im- 
portation, and  consequently  exportation,  the  mari- 
time power  of  the  nation  must  be  annihilated. 
By  prohibiting  the  introduction  of  foreign  fabrics 


first  to  become  a  great  agricultural  State;  from  j  our  revenue  must  be  impaired.     By  crushing  the 

that    agricultural   prosperity    springs    commerce,    enterprise  of  our  merchants,  all  who  depend  upon 

wliich  ought  to  be  fostered  unremittingly  until  it    commerce  for  support  must  suddenly  be  reduced 

has  created  a  navy  sufficient  to  protect  our  mari-  j  to  povery  and  distress. 

lime  frontier,  and  that  commerce  which  gave  it  ;      When  Mr.  Poinsltt  had  concluded — 

birth.     The  accumulation  of  capital  from  success- I       The  question  was  taken  on  agreeing  to  the 

ful  commerce  leads  naturally  to  the  establishment  '  amendment,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative  with- 

of  manufactures :  to  this  order  of  things  ihey  now  ;  out  a  division. 

owe  their  nourishing  condition   in  this  country,  i      The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  third  amend- 

The  extensive  commerce  this  nation  enjoyed  dur-    ment,  which  is,  to  strike  out  the  words  "  printing 


ing  the  late  wars  of  Europe,  led  to  the  accumula- 
tion of  a  large  capital,  which,  as  it  could  no 
longer  be  profitably  employed  in  navigation  and 
trade,  was  invested  in  manufactures.  They  pre- 
sented to  the  capitalist  the  best  prospect  of  profit. 
But,  say  gentlemen,  we  are  not  advancing  fast 
enough — let  us  legislate  the  nation  into  greater 
prosperity;  let  us  direct  how  every  man  shall  em- 
ploy his  capital. 

The  most  sanguine  projectors  of  this  scheme 


cannot  believe  that  the  prohibition  of  foreign  fab-    as  follows: 


types"  from  the  class  of  twenty-five  per  cent,  ad 
valorem  duties.     This  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  fourth  amendment  proposes  to  insert,  in  the 
eighty-seventh  line,  the  following:  ''On  all  in- 
grain carpets  or  carpeting,  twenty-five  cents  per 
square  yard." 

The  fifth  amendment  proposes  to  insert,  "on 
oil  cloth  carpeting,  and  on  oil  cloths  of  every  de- 
scription, a  duty  of  thirty  per  centum  ad  valorem." 

With  these  two  amendments,  the  clause  reads 


rics  will  create  capital;  their  object  can  only  be, 
in  their  zeal  for  long  exploded  doctrines  of  politi- 
cal economy,  to  drive  their  fellow-citizens  from 
their  present  pursuits;  to  control  the  industry  of 
individuals;  to  urge  forward  the  premature  growth 
of  manufactures  by  forcing  the  capital  now  in 
existence  from  all  other  channels:  attempts  that 
have  proved  ruinous  wherever  they  have  been 
made. 


On  Brussels,  Venetian,  Turkey,  and  Wilton  car- 
pets and  carpeting,  fifty  cenU  per  square  yard  ;  on  all 
ingrain  carpets  or  carpeting,  twenty-five  cents  per 
square  yard.  On  all  other  kinds  of  carpets  and  car- 
peting of  wool,  flax,  hemp,  cotton,  or  partrf  of  either, 
twenty  cents  per  square  yard  ;  on  oil  cloth  carpeting, 
and  on  oil  cloths  of  every  description,  a  duty  of  thirty 
per  centum  ad  valorem." 

Both  the.se  amendments  were  agreed  to,  the  first 


Look,  said  Mr.  P..  at  the  unexampled  prosperity  '  without  a  division,  and  the  latter  by  a  vote  of  ayes 
of  this  country  ;  a  population  advancing  with  a  !  9*'.  noes  72. 

rapidity  beyond  all  parallel— an  accumulation  of '  -Mr.  Kremer,  of  Pennsylvania,  then  observed 
capital,  within  a  •^mall  space  of  time,  which  is  al-  that  he  had  been  requested  by  several  members 
most  indredible;  a  revenue  more  than  adequate  to  |  who  were  absent  yesterday  when  the  vote  was 
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taken  on  reducing  the  minimum  on  woollens  from  son,  Taliaferro,  Tattnall,  Thompaon  pf  Georgia^ 
eighty  to  forty  cents,  and  by  some  others  who  had  j  Tucker  of  Virginia.  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Vance 
Toted  under  a  misapprehension  with  respect  to  the  of  ♦^^  CaroUna,  Warfield,  Webster,  WicklifTe,  Wij- 
consequen  :es  of  iheir  vote,  to  move  for  a  recon-  i  ''*'"•?  °^  ^^^  York,  Williams  of  Virginia,  \\  illiams 
sideration  of  the  vote  taken.  >  °f  Aorth  Carolina,  and  Wilson  of  South  Carolina. 

Being  called  upon  by  Mr.  A.  Steve.nson,  of  The  question  then  recurring  on  the  House's 
Virginia,  for  his  reasons,  Mr.  Kremer  stated  them  agreeing  to  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the 
more  fully.  Whole  in  that  amendmentof  the  bill  which  reduces 

It  was  then  resolved,  that  the  question  of  re-    the  minimum  on  woollen  goods  from  eighty  to 
consideration  should  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays ;  j  forty  cents  the  square  yard — 
and  after  a  prolonged  debate,  in  which  Messrs.  j      Mr.  McDlffie,  of  South  Carolina,  rose,  and 
LivERMOBE,  Storrs,  and  Kremer  advocated,  and  ,  delivered  his  sentiments,  at  length,  in  favor  of 
Messrs.  Mercer,  Randolph,  Oue.\,  and  For-    affreeins. 


SYTH,  opposed  reconsidering,! 

Qn  motion  of  Mr.  Forsyth,  a  call  of  the  House 
was  made,  the  names  of  the  absentees  were  called 
over,  and  the  doors  closed  ;  when 


Mr.  CuTHBERT  of  Georgia,  and  Mr.  Livi.ngoTOn 
of  Louisiana,  followed  on  the  same  side. 

The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Messrs. 
LivERMORE  of  New  Hampshire,  McLane  of  Del- 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Randolph,  all  farther  pro-    aware,  and  Tod  of  Pennsylvania,  in  opposition 


ceedings  in  relation  to  absent  members  were  dis- 
pensed with. 

The  doors  were  then  re-opened,  and  the  debate 
was  renewed  by  Mr.  Webster,  wiio  spoke  in  op- 
position to  reconsidering. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  House 
agreed  to  reconsider — yeas  11(».  nays  95,  as  fol- 
lows : 


to  agreeing  with  the  Committee ;  and  by  Messrs. 
LiviNGSTO.v  of  Louisiana,  Webster  oi  Massa- 
chusetts, Cobb  of  Georgia,  Mercer  of  Virginia, 
Ra.ndolph  of  Virginia,  and  P.  P.  Barbour  of 
Virginia,  in  favor. 

Mr.  Ra.ndolph  expressed  his  surprise  that  the 
votaries  of  humanity — persons  who  could  not 
sleep,  such  was  their  distress  of  mind  at  the  very 
existence  of  negro  slavery — should  persist  in  pres- 


Harns.  Harvey.  Hayden,  Henry.  Herkimer,  Hoge-  ^e^i^e  to  clothe  his  negroes  comfortably,  but  who 
boom,  Holcombe,  Houston.  Isacks,  Jenkins,  John-  Y^^^  absolutely  prohibited  from  so  doing  bv  legis- 
8on  of  Virginia,  J.  T.  Johnson,  F.  Johnson.  Kidder.  |  ^^\^^'^  enactment?  He  hoped  that  none  of  those 
Kremer,  Lalhrop,  Lawrence,  Letcher,  Litchtieid,  Lit-  I  ^^"*^  wished  to  enhance  to  the  poor  slave  (or.  what 
tie,  Liverraore,  McArthur,  McKean,  McLane  ef  Del-  (  ^^^"^  ^^^  same  thing,  to  his  master)  the  price  of 
aware,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Mallary,  Markley,  Martin-  I  ^'^  annual  blanket,  and  of  his  sordid  suit  of  coarse, 
dale,  .Marvin,  Mallack,  .Matson,  Metcalfe,  Miller,  j  but  to  him  comfortable  woollen  cloth,  would  ever 
Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania,  Moore  of  Kentucky  .Mor-  travel  through  the  Southern  country  to  spy  out 
gan,  Patterson  of  Pennsylvania,  Patterson  of  Ohio,  f  the  nakedness,  if  not  of  the  land,  of  the  cultivators 
Plume^  of  Pennsylvania,  Prince,  Rich,  Rogers,  Rose,  j  of  the  soil.     It  was  notorious  that   the  profits  of 


Nats— Messrs.  .^bbot,  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Allen 
of  Tennessee,  Archer,  Baylies,  P.  P.  Barbour,  J.  S.  Bar- 
bour, Bartlett,  Bassett,  Breck,  Brent,  Buckner,  Bur- 
leigh, Burton,  Cambreleng,  Campbell  of  South  Caro- 
lina, Carter,  Cary,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Conner,  Crownin- 
•hield,  Culpeper,  Cushman,  Cuihberl,  Dav,  Dwinell, 
EJwards  of  North  Carolina,  Floyd,  Foot  o'f  Connec-' 
ticut,  Forsyth,  Frost,  Fuller,  Garnett,  Gatlin,  Gist, 
Govan,  Gurley,  Hall,  Hamilton,  Hayward,  Herrick, 
Hobart,  Hooks,  Kent,  Leftwich,   Lincoln,  Livingston, 


erate  every  one  of  your  slaves.  The  Congress 
possess  the  power  and  will  exercise  it."  Now, 
sir,  the  first  step  towards  this  consutumation,  so 
devoutly  wished  by  many,  is  to  pa.^  such  laws  as 
may  yet  still  further  dimmish  the  pittance  which 
their  labor  yields  to  their  unfortunate  masters. 
To  produce  such  a  state  of  things  as  will  insure, 
in  case  the  slave  shall  not  elope  from  his  master— 
his  master  will  run  away  from  him.  Sir,  the 
blmdness,  as  it  appears  to  me—I  hope  gentlemen 


Lock,  Long,  Longfellow  McCoy,  McDutfie,  McKee,  "^^''^  pardon  the  expression— with  which  a  certain 
McKim,  Mangum,  Mercer,  .Mitchell  of  .Maryland,  I  Quarter  of  this  country— I  allude  particularly  tu 
Jieale  Nelson,  Newton.  O'Brien,  Owen,  Plumer  of ,  ihe  seaboard  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia- 
New  Hampshire,  Poinsett,  Randolph,  Rankin,  Reed,  has  lent  lis  aid  to  increase  the  powers  of  the  Gen- 
Reynolds,  Richards,  R.ves,  feaunders  Sandford,  Sib-  eral  Government  on  point.s— to  say  the  least  of 
ley.  Arthur  Smith,  Alex.  Smyth,  W.Uiam  «mith,  doubtful  construction-lfills  me  with  a^tonishmen 
8pa.ght,Spence,Standefer,  A.  Stevenson.  J.  Stephen.;  and  dismay.     And  I  look  forward   aCot^th 
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out  a  ray  of  hope,  to  the  lime  which  the  next  cen- 
sus, or  that  which  succeeds  it,  will  assuredly  bring 
forth — when  this  work  of  destruction  and  devas- 
tation is  to  commence  in  the  abused  name  of  hu- 
manity and  religion — and  when  the  imploring 
eyes  of  some  will  be,  as  now,  turned  towards 
another  body,  in  the  vain  hope  that  it  may  arrest 
the  evil  and  stay  the  plague. 

The  question  was  nnally  taken,  and  the  House 
refused  to  agree  in  reducing  the  minimum  to  forty 
cents — yeas  101,  nays  104,  as  follows: 

VsAS — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Al- 
len of  Tennessee,  Archer,  Baylies,  P.  P.  Barbour, 
J.  S.  Barbour,  Bartlett.  Bassett,  Breck,  Brent,  Buch- 
anan, Buckner,  Burleigh,  Burton,  Cambreleng,  Camp- 
bell of  South  Carolina,  Carter,  Cary,  Cobb,  Cocke, 
Conner,  Crowninshicld,  Culpeper,  Cushman,  Cuth- 
bert.  Day,  Dwinell,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Floyd, 
Forsylh,  Frost,  Fuller,  Garnelt,  Gatlin,  Gist,  Govan, 
Gurley,  Hall,  Hamilton.  Hayward,  Herrick,  Hobart, 
Hooks.  Isacks,  Kent,  Kremer,  Lee,  Leftwich,  Lincoln, 
Livingston,  Locke,  Long,  Longfellow,  McCoy,  McDuf- 
fie,  McKee,  McKim,  Mangum,  .Matson,  Mercer,  Moore 
of  Alabama,  Neale,  Nelson,  Newton,  O'Brien,  Owen, 
Plumer  of  New  Hampshire,  Poinsett,  Randolph,  Ran- 
kin, Reed,  Reynold."*,  Richards,  Rives,  Saunders,  Sand- 
ford,  Sibley,  Arthur  Smith,  Alexander  Smith,  William 
Smith,  Spaight,  Spence,  Slandefer,  A.  Stevenson,  J. 
Stephenson,  Taliaferro,  Tattnall.  Thompson  of  Geor- 
gia, Thompson  of  Kentucky,  Tucker  of  Virg'a,  Tucker 
of  Souih  Carolina,  Vance  of  North  Carolina,  Van 
Rensfeiaer,  Warfieid.  Webster,  WicklifTe,  Williams  of 
New  York,  Williams  of  Virginia,  Williams  of  North 
Carolina,  and  Wilson  of  South  Carolina — 101. 

Navs — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander  of  Tennessee, 
Allen  of  Massachusetts,  Allison,  Barbour  of  Connec- 
ticut, Bartley,  Beecher,  Blair,  Bradley,  Brown,  Buck, 
Cady,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Caf^sedy,  Clark,  Collins, 
Condict.  Cook,  Crafts,  Craig,  Durfee,  Dwight,  Eaton, 
Eddy,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Ellis,  Findlay,  Foot 
of  Connecticut,  Foote  of  New  York,  Forward,  Garri- 
son, Gazlay,  Harris,  Hayden,  Hemphill,  Henry,  Herki- 
mer, Hogeboom,  Holcombe,  Houston,  Jenkins,  John- 
son of  Virginia,  J.  T.  Johnson,  F.  Johnson,  Lathrop, 
Lawrence,  Letcher,  Little,  Liverraore,  Mc.\rthur, 
McKeai).  McLane  of  Delaware,  .McLean  of  Ohio,  Mal- 
lary, Markley,  Martindale,  Marvin,  .Matlack,  Metcalfe, 
Miller.  .Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania,  Mitchell  of  Mary- 
land, Moore  of  Kentucky,  Morgan,  Patterson  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Patterson  of  Ohio,  Plumer  of  Pennsylvania, 
Prince,  Rich,  Rogers,  Rose,  Ross,  Scott,  Sbarp€,Sloane, 
Sterling,  Stewart, Stoddard,  Storrs,  Strong,  Swan,  Tay- 
lor, Ten  Eyck,  Test,  Tod,  Tomlinson,  Tracy,  Trimble, 
Tyson,  Udree,  Vance  of  Ohio,  Van  Wyck,  Vinton, 
Wayne,  Whipple,  Whitman,  VVhittlesey,  White, 
Jame^  Wilson,  Henry  Wilson,  Wilson  of  Ohio,  Wood, 
"Woodf,  and  Wright— 101. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 


Friday,  April  9. 
Mr.  Ra.nki.n,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "  An  act  supplementary  to  the 
several  acts  providing  for  ascertaining  and  adjust- 
ing the  titles  and  claims  to  land  in  the  St.  Helena 
and  Jackson  Courthouse  land  districts,"  reported 
the  same  with  amendments  ;   and  the  bill  was 


committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
to  which  the  bill  of  this  House  upon  the  same 
subject  is  committed. 

Mr.  Rankin,  t'rom  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  relerred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  to  provide  for  the  extinguishment  of  the 
debt  due  to  the  United  States,  by  the  purchasers 
of  public  lands,'-  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ment ;  and  it  was  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
the  whole  House  to  which  the  bill  of  this  House, 
upon  the  same  subject,  is  committed. 

Mr.  Hamilton,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Alfred  Moore  and  Sterling  Orgain,  assignees  of 
Morris  Linsay,"  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ment; and  it  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

Mr.  Ha.milton,  from  the  .'.ame  committee,  made 
a  report  on  the  petition  of  William  Cocke,  accom- 
panied by  a  bill  to  compensate  him  for  certain 
military  services  rendered  the  United  States  dur- 
ing the  late  war;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
commuted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
bill  for  the  revision  of  the  tarilT. 

The  House  concurred  with  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  in  the  fifth  amendment,  which  is  to 
strike  out  the  following: 

"  On  Russia  duck,  per  piece  of  fifty-two  archeens, 
two  dollars  each  piece  ; 

"  On  Raven's  duck,  per  piece  of  fifty-two  archeens, 
one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  each  piece; 

"  On  Holland  duck,  per  piece  of  fifiy-two  archeens, 
two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  each  piece." 

The  House  also  agreed  to  the  sixth  amendment, 
which  IS  to  substitute  the  four  and  a  half  cents, 
instead  of  six  cents,  as  the  duty  on  cotton  bagging. 
Ayes  84,  noes  62. 

The  seventh  amendment,  which  is  to  reduce 
the  duty  on  bar  iron,  from  SI  1:^  to  90  cents  per 
cwt.,  being  under  consideration — 

A  debate  arose,  in  which  Messrs.  Buchanan, 
Udree,  Brown,  and  Stewart,  opposed  the  reduc- 
tion ;  and  Messrs.  Reld,  Randolph,  Tucker, 
McDuFFiE,  Mercer,  Cambreleng,  Webster, 
and  Marvin,  supported  it. 

Mr.  Buchanan,  of  Pennsylvania,  spoke  as  fol- 
lows : 

Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  not  ray  design  to  enter  into  a 
discussion  of  the  general  prrnciples  of  the  bill 
now  before  the  House.  Although  I  am  fully  pre- 
pared to  do  so,  yet,  time  ha.s  become  so  precious, 
and  so  much  has  already  been  said  upon  the  sub- 
ject, that  I  have  abandoned  any  such  intention. 

1  will,  however,  take  the  liberty  of  asking  the 
Committee  to  attend  to  some  observations  which  I 
shall  make,  in  reply  to  that  part  of  the  argument 
of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Web- 
ster) which  related  to  hemp  and  iron.  The  rea- 
sons which  that  gentleman  urged,  with  great 
ability  and  zeal,  against  an  additional  duty  upon 
these  articles,  were,  that  much  injury  would  re- 
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suit  from  it,  to  the  manufacture  of  ships  and  to 
the  navigation  of  the  country.  In  the  course  of 
his  remarks,  he  alleged  that  our  navigation  had 
been  left  dependent  upon  its  own  resources,  with- 
out any  protection  from  Government ;  that  it  was 
in  a  depressed  and  declining  condition  ;  to  use  his 
own  phrase,  that  it  was  barely  able  to  keep  its 
head  above  water;  and  that  the  weight  which 
this  bill  would  bring  to  bear  upon  it,  by  the  addi- 
tional imposts  on  hemp  and  iron,  might  destroy 
it,  or,  to  repeat  the  gentleman's  words,  might  be 
the  last  ounce  which  would  break  the  camel's 
back.  As  a  consequence  from  all  these  observa- 
tions, he  inferred  that  the  Navy  was  in  danger  of 
destruction. 

In  opposition  to  this  argument.  I  trust  I  shall  be 
able  to  show,  conclusively,  that  no  branches  of 
domestic  industry  have  ever  been  cherished  by  the 
legislation  of  this  country  with  as  much  care  as 
those  of  ship-building  and  navigation  ;  that  both 
these  branches,  although  they  have  suffered  in  the 
general  depression  of  the  country,  are  now  in  a 
more  prosperous  condition  than  any  other  portion 
of  domestic  industry  ;  and  that  they  are  perfectly 
able,  and  ought  to  be  willing,  to  bear  the  addi- 
tional duty  upon  hemp  and  iron  proposed  by  this 
bill,  even  if  it  should  amount  to  what  the  gentle- 
man supposes.  If,  said  Mr.  B..  I  can  establish 
these  positions,  it  will  result  as  a  necessary  infer- 
ence, that  our  Navy  is  in  no  danger  from  the 
measure  now  under  consideration. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  it  is  fortunate  that  the  first 
Congress  which  sat  under  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion, when  they  came  to  legislate  upon  the  navi- 
gating interest  of  the  country,  were  not  guided  by 
the  principles  which  we  have  so  often  heard  reit- 
erated in  this  Hall.  They  did  not  belong  to  that 
school  of  politicians  whose  principal  dogmas  are, 
"Let  trade  regulate  itself;''  ''Let  not  legislation 
attempt  to  divert  industry  or  capital  from  the 
channels  in  which  they  are  flowing  into  other 
branches."  On  the  co^rary,  they  ^lieved  that 
the  manufacture  of  ships,  and  their  navigation, 
were  interests  which  required  legislative  protec- 
tion, and  they  afforded  it  in  the  most  effectual 
manner. 

The  third  act  which  ever  passed  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  was  that  of  the  20th  July, 
1789,  imposing  duties  on  tonnage.  It  was  after- 
wards repealed  by  the  act  of  the  20ih  July,  1790  ; 
which,  however,  re-enacted  in  substance  the  same 
provisions.  Whilst  these  acts  declare  that  ships 
or  vessels  of  the  United  States,  arriving  from  any 
foreign  port  or  place,  shall  pay  a  duty  of  only  six 
cents  per  ton  upon  each  entry,  they  enact  that  all 
other  ships  or  vessels  shall  pay  a  duly  of  fifty  cents 
per  ton,  except  those  built  within  the  United 
States  and  belonging  to  foreigner*:,  which  shall 
pay  thirty  cents  per  ton.  The  legislative  protec- 
tion afforded  by  these  acts,  to  that  portion  of  our 
tonnage  employed  in  the  coasting  trade  and  in 
the  fisheries,  was  of  a  still  more  decisive  charac- 
ter. Whilst  ships  or  vessels  of  the  United  States, 
engaged  m  these  pursuits,  paid  a  duty  of  but  six 
cents  per  ton,  in  each  year,  those  '•  not  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates''  paid  fifty  cents  per  ton  upon  each  entry. 


In  addition  to  these  discriminating  duties  upon 
tonnage,  in  favor  of  our  own  citizens,  the  act  of 
the  10th  August,  1790,  added  10  per  cent,  to  the 
rates  of  duties  imposed,  "  in  respect  to  all  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise.which  shall  be  imported  in 
ships  or  vessels  not  of  the  United  States," 

What,  Mr.  Speaker,  was  the  effect  of  this  legis- 
lative protection  upon  our  tonnage  and  naviga- 
tion ?  Let  Mr.  Pitkin  and  Dr.  Seybert  answer 
this  question.  Mr.  Pitkin,  in  his  View,  declares 
that— 

''These  extra  charges  on  the  navigation  and  com- 
merce of  foreign  nations  were  sufficient  to  drive  from 
our  ports  the  greatest  proportion  of  the  foreign  ton- 
nage. All  foreign  nations  were  affected  by  the  system 
we  bad  adopted  in  favor  of  the  ship-owners  in  the 
United  States.  The  diminution  of  the  foreign  ton* 
nage  employed  in  our  trade  was,  with  very  few  ex- 
ceptions, rapid,  regular,  and  permanent." 

Dr.  Seybert,  in  his  Statistical  Annals,  bears  the 
same  testimony.     He  slates  that — 

"Our  discriminations  operated  powerfully  in  favor 
of  our  shipping.  Vessels  not  of  the  United  States,  of 
200  tons  burden,  on  entering  our  ports,  paid  £20  ton- 
nage duty,  and  for  a  cargo  of  the  value  of  JL2,000.  they 
paid  £15,  extra  duty,  more  than  did  the  vessels  of  the 
United  States,  of  the  same  tonnage,  and  laden  as 
aforesaid.  These  extra  charges  were  sufficient  to 
drive  from  our  ports  the  greatest  proportion  of  the 
foreign  tonnage.  All  foreign  nations  were  alTected  by 
the  system  we  had  adopted ;  it  seemed  to  operate  like 
magic  in  fa,yor  of  the  ship-owners  in  the  United  Slates. 
The  diminution  of  the  foreign  tonnage  employed  ia 
our  trade  was,  with  very  few  exceptions,  rapid,  regu- 
lar, and  permanent." 

1  will  freely  acknowledge,  said  Mr.  B.,  that  the 
wars  in  Europe,  and  our  neutral  condition,  by 
placing  within  our  reach  a  large  portion  of  the 
carrying  trade  of  other  nations,  assisted  these  dis- 
criminating duties  in  producing  their  effect  upon 
our  navigation,  with  such  astonishing  rapidity. 
Dr.  Seybert  states,  that  "  in  1789,  our  shipping 
'  was  not  sufficient  for  the  transportation  of  the 
'domestic  produce  of  the  States;  one-third  of 
'  that  which  was  then  employed  for  that  purpose, 
'  belonged  to  foreigners;"  and  that  "  in  1793,  our 
'  tonnage  exceeded  that  of  every  other  nation, 
'  except  Great  Britain." 

These  discriminatingduties,  and  the  unexampled 
increase  of  our  tonnage,  alarmed  the  Government 
of  Great  Britain.  They  dreaded  the  rapid  pro- 
gress of  our  navigation,  and  made  it  a  primary 
object  to  check  its  augmentation.  For  this  pur- 
pose, they  proposed,  in  the  year  1791,  "  thatBrit- 
'  ish  ships  trading  to  the  ports  of  the  United 
'  States,  should  be  there  treated,  with  respect  to 
'  the  duties  of  tonnage  and  impost,  in  like  manner 
•  as  ships  of  the  United  States  should  be  treated 
'  in  the  ports  of  Great  Britain."  By  this  means, 
they  expected  to  crush  our  navigation  in  its  in- 
fancy. Tliey  well  knew,  if  they  could  persuade 
our  Government  to  cast  it,  at  that  period  of  its 
existence,  upon  the  ocean,  without  protection,  they 
would  obtain  what  they  so  ardently  desired — a 
monopoly  of  our  trade.  They  were  convinced, 
that  our  navigation  could  no:  then  endure  a  com- 
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petition  with  the  long  established  navigation  of 
Great  Britain. 

The  statesmen  of  that  day,  thanks  be  to  Prov- 
idence, did  not  act  upon  the  modern  fashionable 
doctrines  of  political  economy.  They  refused  to 
accept  this  offer  of  a  reciprocity  of  trade  between 
the  two  countries,  which  Great  Britain  had  made. 
They  did  not  adopt  the  principle,  that  trade  should 
regulate  itself.  No,  Mr.  Speaker,  they  cherished 
and  nourished  our  navigation  in  its  infancy,  by 
protecting  duties ;  and,  in  this  manner,  infused 
into  It  such  energy  and  vigor,  that  it  can  now 
fearlessly  go  forth,  and,  upon  equal  terms,  chal- 
lenge competition  with  the  world.  The  same 
kind  of  protection  will  produce  the  same  effect 
upon  the  manufactories  which  this  bill  proposes 
to  encourage. 

Dr.  Seybert  informs  us,  that  these  discrimina- 
ting duties  on  tonnage  and  imports  alarmed  the 
British  merchants  and  ship-owners.  That  was  a 
most  favorable  omen.  In  this  particular,  I  can 
congratulate  the  advocates  of  the  present  bill  that 
they  are  equally  fortunate.  Every  British  mer- 
chant, every  British  agent,  and  every  vender  of 
British  goods,  within  the  United  States,  have 
taken  the  alarm.  Should  this  bill  pass,  they  know 
that  the  day  is  not  far  distant,  when  they  shall 
cease  to  drain  from  us  our  wealth,  and  to  enrich 
themselves  and  the  British  manufacturers,  at  our 
expense. 

The  House  have  distinctly  perceived  the  ef- 
fect of  these  discriminating  duties  upon  the  foreign 
tonnage  of  4he  United  States.  Their  operation 
upon  that  eniployed  in  the  coasting  trade  was  still 
more  decisive.  In  this  trade,  the  voyages  from 
port  to  port  in  the  United  States  being,  compara- 
tively speaking,  but  short,  the  burden  of  fifty  cents 
per  ton,  upon  every  entry,  imposed  iipon  foreign 
vessel.s,  was  so  onerous  that,  in  its  efl^ct,  it  soon 
amounted  to  an  absolute  prohibition.  In  this 
manner  our  own  navigation  was  virtually  put  in 
the  exclusive  possession  of  that  important  branch 
of  our  commerce,  long  before  the  act  of  1817  de- 
clared "  That  no  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise, 
'  shall  be  imported,  under  penalty  of  forfeiture 
'  thereof,  from  one  port  of  the  United  States  to 
'  another  port  of  the  United  States,  in  a  vessel  be- 
'  longing  wholly  or  in  part  to  a  subject  of  any 
'  foreign  Power." 

It  is  manifest,  therefore,  that  these  acts  of  Con- 
gress went  much  further  in  protecting  our  navi- 
gation against  foreign  competition,  than  the  bill 
now  before  the  House  contemplates  going,  in  re- 
gard to  any  branch  of  our  agriculture  or  manufac- 
tures. And  yet  the  representatives  of  the  navi- 
gating interest  in  this  House,  not  only  complain 
that  it  has  been  left  dependent  upon  its  own  re- 
sources, without  any  protection  from  Government ; 
but  they  are  the  first  and  loudest  in  resisting  the 
moderate  encouragement  which  this  bill  proposes 
to  other  branches  of  domestic  industry.  Is  this 
grateful  ?     Is  it  generous  ?     Is  it  just  ? 

Here,  Mr.  Speaker,  it  may  be  necessary  to  show 
in  what  manner  the  acts  of  Congress,  to  which  I 
have  referred,  gave  our  ship-builders  protection. 
It  will  be  found  that  the  statesmen,  by  whom  they 


were  enacted,  had  a  proper  idea  of  the  importance 
of  encouraging  the  manufacture  of  ships;  and,  I 
trust,  those  of  the  present  day  are  not  .so  degene- 
rate, that  they  need  to  be  reminded  of  it  by  the 
toast  of  a  Prime  Minister  of  England,  which  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Webster) 
has  thought  fit  to  repeat  for  our  edification. 

We  have  seen  that  these  discriminating  duties 
upon  imports  and  tonnage,  in  favor  of  our  own 
citizens,  were  confined  in  their  operation  to  "ships 
or  vessels  of  the  United  States."  To  constitute 
"a  ship  or  vessel  of  the  United  States,"  it  is  ne- 
ces.sary  not  only  that  it  should  be  owned  by  a 
citizen  or  citizens  thereof,  but  that  it  should  have 
been  built  within  the  same.  This  is  a  general 
rule,  to  which  I  know  of  but  two  exceptions — the 
one  in  favor  of  vessels  captured  by  our  citizens 
from  the  enemy,  and  declared  to  be  lawful  prize, 
and  the  other  of  vessels  condemned  for  a  breach 
of  the  revenue  laws.  There  never  was  a  time  in 
the  history  of  the  United  States  when  an  Ameri- 
can merchant  could  purchase  from  a  foreign  ship- 
builder a  vessel  built  in  a  foreign  country,  and 
have  her  so  naturalized  under  our  laws  as  to  free 
her  from  the  imposition  of  these  discriminating 
duties.  Of  consequence,  the  domestic  manufac- 
ture of  ships  was  as  completely  protected  by  these 
regulations  against  foreign  competition  as  was 
our  navigation.  The  ship-builder  and  navigator 
moved  hand  in  hand.  Tne  same  encouragement 
was  afforded  to  both,  and  the  same  success  at- 
tended that  encouragement.  We  are  now  able  to 
manufacture  ships  much  cheaper,  as  I  shall  show 
hereafter,  than  they  can  in  Great  Britain. 

Let  us  now  pause  for  a  moment,  and  reflect 
what  would  have  been  the  present  condition  of 
our  ship-building  and  navigation,  had  the  same 
system  of  policy  been  pursued  in  relation  to  these 
important  interests,  which  gentlemen  now  wish 
to  pursue  towards  our  domestic  manufactures. 
England,  our  great  rival,  possessed  tonnage  in 
abundance,  capital,  and  skill.  It  was  both  her 
interest  and  her  inclination  to  overwhelm  our 
rising  navigation.  The  struggle  would  have  been 
between  the  vigor  of  manhood  and  the  feebleness 
of  infancy.  Our  navigation,  without  protection, 
must  have  been  crushed.  It  then  stood  in  the 
same  relation  to  British  navigation,  that  our  infant 
manufactures  do  at  present  towards  the  long  ex- 
isting establishments  of  a  similar  nature  in  Great 
Britain. 

The  very  same  arguments  which  the  navigating 
interest  have  used  against  this  bill,  might  have 
been  urged  in  opposition  to  the  discriminating  du- 
ties for  their  protection.  The  agriculturists,  who 
had  produce  to  be  transported  to  a  foreign  market, 
might  have  argued  that,  if  freight  could  be  pro- 
cured at  a  cheaper  rate  in  an  English  than  in  an 
American  vessel,  they  had  a  right  to  this  advan- 
tage; that  these  discriminating  duties  were  boun- 
ties, paid  by  the  great  mass  of  the  people  to  the 
navigating  interest,  and,  therefore,  they  should 
not  be  imposed.  The  shipping  merchants  might 
have  said,  Let  us  buy  where  we  can  buy  the 
cheapest,  and  sell  where  we  caa  sell  the  dearest. 
If  it  be  for  our  advantage,  permit  us,  without  the 
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paymeDt  of  discrimiDating  duties,  to  purchase  our 
ships  in  foreign  countries.  Government  should  not, 
by  legislation,  divert  capital  from  other  branches 
into  ship-building  and  navigation.  Whenever  it 
shall  be  for  the  interest  of  individuals  to  employ  it 
in  this  manner,  it  will  be  so  employed ;  and  then, 
and  not  till  then,  will  it  be  tne  interest  of  the 
nation. 

The  true  answer  to  all  the  suggestions  of  this 
nature,  which  might  have  been  urged  against 
our  discriminating  duties,  and  have  been  used 
against  the  present  bill,  is,  that  a  wise  nation,  like 
a  wise  individual,  should  be  willing  to  suffer  a 
trifling  temporary  inconvenience  in  the  beginning, 
that  it  may  attain  a  great  permanent  good  in  the 
end.  Should  you  plant  and  nourish  those  domes- 
tic raanufaqtures  only,  which  are  congenial  to 
your  country,  and  of  which  you  possess  the  raw 
material  in  abundance;  if,  in  their  infancy,  you 
shield  them,  by  protecting  duties,  ao;ainst  destruc- 
tion from  foreign  competition  and  foreign  capital ; 
although,  for  a  short  time,  the  price  may  be  en- 
hanced to  the  consumer,  yet,  before  long,  it  will 
be  reduced  below  that  of  the  foreign  article.  Our 
experience  with  respect  to  coarse  cotton  goods 
completely  justifies  this  remark. 

But,  upon  the  present  occasion,  we  should  be 
governed  by  higher  considerations  than  these,  I 
would  vote  for  this  bill  upon  the  same  principle 
that  I  would  for  the  erection  of  a  necessary  fortifi- 
cation or  the  building  of  a  navy.  Are  not  the 
woollen  and  the  cotton  manufactures  necessary 
to  our  independence  ?  Is  a  nation  perfectly  inde- 
pendent, without  clothing  for  its  people,  without 
iron,  and  without  hemp  ?  Is  it  either  patriotic  or 
wise  to  rely  for  the  means  of  defence  upon  for- 
eign nations,  when  we  possess  them  in  abundance 
within  ourselves  7 

In  the  days  of  peace,  whilst  those  nations  are 
all  desirous  of  pouring  their  manufactures  upon  us, 
and  of  exhausting  our  wealth  for  their  aggran- 
dizement, we  shall  experience  no  difficulty  in  ob 
taming  supplies.  But,  let  the  clouds  of  war  lower 
over  our  heads,  let  the  nation  be  deprived  of  its 
foreign  supplies,  and  cast  upon  its  own  energies 
for  its  defence,  and  what  will  then  be  our  condi- 
tion ?  The  events  of  the  late  war,  within  the  re- 
collection of  every  gentleman  on  this  floor,  afford 
the  best  answer  to  this  question.  If  there  ever 
were  a  nation  which  should  have  been  taught  wis- 
dom on  this  subject,  by  the  lessons  of  experience, 
it  is  our  own. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  been  wandering  from 
that  portion  of  the  subject,  to  which  I  promised  I 
would  confine  myself,  into  the  general  principles 
of  the  bill.  The  best  apology  which  I  can  make 
for  this  digression  is  to  return  to  it  immediately. 

I  admit,  said  Mr.  B.,  that  the  navigating  interest, 
in  common  with  (he  other  great  interests  of  the 
country,  suffered  considerable  depression  in  conse- 
quence of  the  general  peace  in  Europe.  I  deny, 
however,  that  this  depression  was  at  all  in  propor- 
tion with  that  experienced  either  by  agriculture  or 
manufactures.  During  the  long  period  in  which 
the  nations  of  Europe  were  involved  in  war, 
we   had  a  U^e   portion   of  the  carrying  trade 


of  the  world.  The  general  pacification  termina- 
ted this  profitable  branch  of  commerce,  and  left 
our  navigating  interest  dependent  upon  its  own 
resources,  and  those  of  the  country.  It  will  be 
found,  however,  upon  examination,  that,  notwith- 
standing the  disadvantages  against  which  it  had 
to  contend,  the  Government  and  the  people  of  the 
United  States  sustained  it  in  this  crisis.  It  has 
always  been  the  favorite  of  our  legislation. 

The  American  tonnage,  employed  in  foreign 
trade,  which  entered  the  ports  of  the  United 
States,  during  the  year  ending  the  last  day  of 
September,  1S23,  was  775,271  tons.  This  is 
greater  than  it  has  been  in  any  year  ending  on 
the  last  day  of  December,  since  ISll,  except  the 
years  1816,  1817,  1819,  and  1820.  It  is  nearly 
5,000  tons  less  than  in  1817;  but  it  is  above 
20,000  tons  more  than  in  1818,  and  upwards  of 
5,000  tons  more  than  in  1821.  The  House  will 
understand  that  I  am  now  speaking  of  the  tonnage 
which  paid  duties.  It  will  at  once  be  perceived, 
that  this  is  greater  than  our  actual  foreign  ton- 
nage, inasmuch  as  the  same  vessel  may,  and  often 
does,  pay  duty  more  than  once  in  a  year.  If,  how- 
ever, we  look  at  the  actual  registered  tonnage  of 
the  United  States,  engaged  in  foreign  trade,  the 
prospect  is  equally  cheering.  It  has  been  gradu- 
ally increasing  for  several  years.  I  hold  a  state- 
ment of  it  in  my  hand,  from  1816  up  till  1822,  both 
inclusive;  from  which  it  appears  that,  in  1822,  it 
amounted  to  628,150  tons.  In  1818,  it  had  been 
606,088.  Between  these  two  periods,  its  increase 
was  22,062  tons.  Although,  from  this  statement, 
it  appears  that,  in  1816,  it  was  800,759  tons,  in 
1817,  809,724  tons,  and  that,  in  18J8,  it  was  sud- 
denly reduced  to  606,088  tons,  yet  this  is  not  a 
true  state  of  the  case.  The  Register  of  the  Trea- 
sury has  certified  that  this  sudden  decrease  arose 
"  principally  from  the  registered  tonnage  having 
'  been  corrected  in  1818,  by  striking  off  all  the  ves- 
'  sels,  the  registers  of  which  were  granted  prior  to 
'  the  year  1815,  and  which  were  supposed  by  the 
'  collectors  to  have  been  lost  at  sea,  captured,"  «tc. 

Whilst  the  present  state  of  our  foreign  tonna<»e 
presents  nothing  calculated  to  produce  despond- 
ence, the  condition  of  that  employed  in  our  coast- 
ing trade  is  flourishing  beyond  example.  It  has 
been  increasing  gradually  and  rapidly  ever  since 
the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution.  In  1816 
It  amounted  to  522,164  ions.  In  1822  it  was  624,- 
188  tons.  Thus,  it  appears  that,  in  the  short  space 
of  SIX  years,  it  increased  more  than  100.000  tons. 
The  same  quantity  of  tonnage,  in  this  trade,  affords 
employment  to  a  much  greater  number  of  sailors 
than  in  the  foreign  trade;  and  the  actual  tonnage 
enpged  in  each  is  now  about  equal. 

This  branch  of  our  commerce  must  grow  with 
our  growth,  and  strengthen  with  our  strength. 
Human  foresight  cannot  calculate  its  future^ex- 
tent  or  advantages,  should  it  be  directed  by  a  wise 
system  of  policy.  The  territory  of  this  nation  is 
so  vast,  and  its  capacities  for  the  production  and 
manufacture  of  almost  every  article  of  necessity  or 
luxury  are  so  extensive,  that  nearly  all  our  muiual 
wants  will,  at  no  very  distant  day,  be  supplied  by 
a  free  and  unre:«tricted  commerce  with  each  other. 
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Besides,  this  trade  will  be  a  powerful  means  of 
perpetuating  our  Union.  Providence,  by  render- 
ing the  different  portions  of  our  country  dependent 
upon  each  other,  has  laid  the  foundations  of  that 
intercourse  which  will  bind  us  together  by  the 
adamantine  bonds  of  mutual  interest  and  affec- 
tion. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  it  must  strike  every  person  with 
astonishment,  who  examines  this  subject,  that  our 
foreign  tonnage  has  not  been  greatly  diminished 
since  the  general  pacification  of  Europe.  How 
has  this  interest  been  able  to  support  itself  at  its 
present  amount,  notwithstanding  the  loss  of  the 
foreign  carrying  trade  ?  I  answer,  by  the  aid  of 
Grovernmental  protection  ;  and,  although  this  al- 
legation may  be  at  variance  with  that  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Webster,)  I 
hold  myself  bound  to  prove  it. 

In  the  year  1815  the  United  States,  believing 
her  marine  to  have  acquired  sufficient  strength 
and  vigor  to  sustain  a  competition  upon  equal 
terms  against  the  world,  proposed  to  all  nations  a 
fair  reciprocity  of  trade.  By  the  act  of  the  3d  of 
March  of  that  year,  we  declared  that  we  would 
admit  into  our  ports  the  vessels  of  every  nation, 
carrying  articles  the  produce  or  manufacture  of 
such  nation,  without  levying  any  other  tonnage  or 
impost  duty  than  was  levied  on  American  vessels  ; 
provided  such  nation  would  admit  into  their  ports 
American  vessels,  laden  with  American  produce 
or  manufactures,  without  imposing  any  impost  or 
tonnage  duty  beyond  that  which  was  paid  by  their 
own  vessels.  On  the  3d  July,  1815,  the  United 
Slates  concluded  a  commercial  convention  with 
Great  Britain,  founded  upon  these  principles,  so 
far  as  respected  our  trade  wifh  her  territories  in 
Europe;  but  her  possessions  in  the  West  Indies, 
and  on  the  continent  of  North  America,  were  ex- 
pressly excluded  from  its  operation. 

The  British  Government,  after  the  general  peace 
m  Europe,  determined  to  adhere  rigidly  to  their 
colonial  system,  so  far  as  their  own  navigation 
was  concerned.  Although  they  were  willing  that 
there  should  be  a  direct  trade  between  the  ifnited 
States  and  their  West  Indian  and  North  Ameri- 
can colonies,  yet  they  insisted  that  it  should  be 
carried  on  by  their  own  vessels.  The  ports  of 
these  colonies  were  therefore  closed  against  Amer- 
ican vessels,  and  they  were  entirely  excluded  from 
anv  participation  in  the  trade. 

What  portion  of  our  citizens  was  injured  by  the 
exclusion  of  American  tonnage  from  these  ports? 
It  was  not  the  farmer,  who  had  corn  and  flour, 
nor  the  planter,  who  had  tobacco,  nor  the  mer- 
chant, who  had  lumber,  to  be  transported  to  mar- 
ket. To  them  it  was  a  matter  of  no  importance, 
whether  these  articles  were  carried  to  the  West 
Indies  in  an  English  or  an  American  vessel.  In 
either  case,  they  could  be  exchanged  for  the  same 
quantity  of  rum,  sugar,  or  molasses.  It  was  the 
navigating  interest  alone,  which  was  directly  in- 
jured by  this  regulation.  No  other  class  of  society 
had  any  concern  in  the  question,  except  that  gen- 
eral one,  which  every  good  citizen  ought  to  feel  in 
protecting  the  useful  establishments  of  his  coun- 
try.    Our  cavigaiing  iatereit  petitioned  Congress 


for  relief.  What  was  the  consequence  t  For  their 
benefit,  we  conceived  the  bold  design  of  compell- 
ing Great  Britain  to  abandon  her  colonial  system, 
and  to  break  those  fetters  in  which  she  had  for 
ages  bound  this  portion  of  her  trade.  On  the  18th 
April,  1818,  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
passed  a  law,  declaring  that  "the  ports  of  the 
'  United  States  shall  be  and  remain  closed  against 
'  every  vessel  owned  wholly  or  in  part  by  a  subject 
'  or  subjects  of  His  Britannic  Majesty,  coming  or 
'  arriving  from  any  port  or  place  in  a  colony  or 
'  territory  of  His  Britannic  Majesty,  that  is  or  shall 
'  be,  by  the  ordinary  laws  of  navigation  and  trade, 
'  closed  against  vessels  owned  by  citizens  of  the 
'  United  States."  The  provisions  of  this  act  were 
considerably  extended  by  those  of  the  supplemen- 
tary act  of  the  15th  May,  1820. 

What,  then,  were  the  weapons  with  which  we 
commenced  this  great  undertaking?  For  its  ac- 
complishment, we  depended  altogether  upon  the 
patience  and  patriotism  of  our  people.  The  con- 
test was,  whether  our  citizens  interested  in  the 
trade  with  the  British  colonies,  or  those  colonies, 
could  the  longest,  and  with  the  most  fortitude,  en- 
dure its  destruction.  How  much  those  citizens 
suffered,  for  the  benefit  of  the  naviMtion  of  the 
country,  will  appear  from  the  very  able  memorial 
from  Norfolk,  which  was  presented  during  the 
first  session  of  the  last  Congress.  The  memorial- 
ists urged  the  repeal  of  these  acts.  They  stated 
their  conviction,  that  the  attempt  to  compel  Great 
Britain  to  abandon  her  colonial  system  was  alto- 
gether hopeless;  as  she  had  "often  and  openly- 
avowed  her  determination  not  to  abandon  it  but 
with  her  existence.''  They  declared  that,  under 
the  operation  of  the  existing  laws,  their  farmers, 
their  merchants,  their  dealers  in  timber  and  lum- 
ber, in  fact  all  classes  of  their  citizens  were  de- 
prived, in  a  great  measure,  of  their  former  resources, 
and  were,  many  of  them,  burdened  with  debts 
which  they  were  unable  to  pay.  This  picture, 
drawn  by  the  inhabitants  of  Norfolk,  of  their  suf- 
ferings for  the  benefit  of  our  navigation,  is  appli- 
cable to  every  other  part  of  the  Union  interested 
in  the  trade  with  the  British  West  Indies. 

The  spirit  of  the  country,  however,  nobly  sus- 
tained its  navigation  in  this  contest.  The  great 
agricultural  interest  stood  unmoved.  They  were 
willing  to  suffer  for  the  benefit  of  the  ship  owners. 
Congress  refused  to  repeal  these  acts. 

Our  bold  policy  finally  triumphed,  and,  on  the 
24th  June,  1822,  an  act  of  the  British  Parliament 
repealed  their  colonial  system  in  favor  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  opened  their  ports  in  the  West 
Indies  and  North  America  to  vessels  belonging  to 
our  citizens.  And  yet,  notwithstanding,  the  navi- 
gating interest  complain  that  they  have  been  left 
unprotected  by  the  Government  to  struggle  against 
the  world. 

Here,  said  Mr.  B.,  I  will  take  leave  to  remark, 
that  I  was  astonished  to  hear  it  alleged  by  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Webster,) 
that  this  concession,  made  by  the  British  Govern- 
ment in  favor  of  our  navigation,  was  an  evidence 
that  they  were  departing  from  their  restrictive 
system.     No,  sir;  if  it  proves  any  thing,  it  is  the 
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efficiency  of  this  system.  This  concession  was 
extorted  from  them  by  the  adoption  of  our  coun- 
tervailing restrictions,  and  is  strong  testimony  in 
favor  of  the  power  of  that  policy,  when  properly 
exercised,  to  obtain  justice  from  foreign  nations. 
However  much  English  statesmen  may  talk  about 
the  new  doctrine  of  the  freedom  of  trade,  they 
take  care  to  act,  in  every  case  of  importance,  upon 
their  old  principles.  It  is,  therefore,  not  improba- 
ble, that  the  scraps  of  speeches  made  by  my  Lord 
Liverpool,  and  others,  which  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  (Mr.  Webster)  has  collected  and 
read  to  this  House,  have  found  their  way  to  the 
very  market  for  which  they  were  intended.  Should 
this  bill  be  defeated  at  the  present  session,  as  I 
trust  it  will  not,  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  we  shall 
have  a  fresh  supply  of  the  same  articles  imported 
before  the  next  session  of  Congress.  In  Great 
Britain  they  dread  nothing  more  than  the  adop- 
tion by  our  country  of  that  system,  which  the 
Speaker  has  aptly  styled  the  American  policy. 
Rest  assured,  sir,  they  will  leave  no  means  untried 
to  defeat  it. 

I  will  mention  one  other  example  to  show  with 
what  care,  and  at  what  expense  to  the  other  in- 
terests of  the  country,  this  Government  has  fos- 
tered, and  1  admit  wisely,  its  navigation.  France, 
immediately  after  she  had  extricated  herself  from 
the  long  wars  in  which  she  had  been  involved, 
devoted  herself  to  the  cultivation  of  the  arts  of 
peace.  Among  other  things,  she  immediately  di- 
rected her  attention  towards  her  marine.  She  was 
anxious  to  obtain  the  exclusive  privilege  of  carry- 
ing those  of  our  productions  which  she  used  in 
her  manufactures.  For  this  purpose  she  estab- 
lished discriminating  duties,  in  tavor  of  cotton, 
tobacco,  and  potashes,  imported  in  her  own  ves- 
sels, ^which  are  equivalent  to  a  tonnage  duty  of 
from  SIS  to  $21  per  ton.  The  navigating  interest 
of  the  United  States  took  the  alarm,  and  memo- 
rialized Congress  upon  the  subject.  To  that  in- 
terest Congress  never  lent  a  deaf  ear.  On  the  loth 
of  May,  1820,  an  act  passed,  which  imposed  a 
countervailing  duty  of  §18  per  ton,  upon  all 
French  vessels  entering  the  ports  of  the  United 
States.  The  consequence  of  this  measure  was  the 
suspension,  in  a  great  degree,  of  the  direct  trade 
between  this  country  and  France.  That  profita- 
ble branch  of  our  commerce  was  at  once  sacrificed 
to  promote  the  interests  of  our  navigation.  The 
House  will  readily  perceive  to  what  degree  that 
portion  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  who 
had  commodities  to  be  carried  to  market  in  France, 
must  have  suffered  under  the  operation  of  this 
system.  They,  however,  suffered  without  mur- 
muring ;  because  they  knew  that  their  misfortunes 
were  intended  to  benefit  that  class  of  their  fellow- 
citizens  concerned  in  navigation. 

Our  countervailing  duties  on  French  tonnage 
produced  the  desired  effect.  On  the  24th  Jun'e, 
1822,  the  very  day  on  which  the  British  Parlia- 
ment opened  their  colonial  ports  to  our  vessels, 
the  convention  with  France  was  concluded,  which 
placed  our  carrying  trade  with  that  country  upon 
a  fair  and  reciprocal  basis. 

From  this  brief  history,  we  have  learned  that 


the  patience  and  patriotism  of  the  people  of  this 
country  have  obtained  for  their  foreign  naviga- 
tion, a  signal  triumph  over  both  England  and 
France ;  and  have  opened  new  and  profitable 
I  avenues  for  its  enterprise.  And  yet  the  Represen- 
;  tatives  of  that  interest  upon  this  floor,  complain 
j  loudly  that  it  has  been  left  unprotected.  They 
'  make  this  complaint  in  the  face  of  a  system  of 
'  legislation  in  its  favor,  which  is  unparalleled  in 
I  the  annals  of  the  country  in  regard  to  any  other 
I  object.  The  Government  watched  over  its  in- 
;  fancy  with  parental  care,  and  afforded  it  protec- 
tion against  foreign  rivals,  whilst  such  protection 
was  necessary.  When  it  had  attained  sufficient 
j  vigor  to  fear  no  rival — when  a  fair  competition 
I  with  all  nations  was  that  which  it  most  desired, 
I  the  Government  obtained  for  il  this  important 
I  advantage.  Now,  when  it  is  in  a  prosperous  sit- 
I  nation,  having  got  every  thing  which  it  asked,  it 
j  is  the  first  to  cry  out  against  affording  a  compar- 
'  atively  trifling  protection  to  other  branches  of 
i  American  industry.  Is  this  gratitude?  Is  it 
I  even-handed  justice  ?     Is  it  doing  unto  others  as 

you  would  they  should  do  unto  you  ? 
j      I  shall  now  proceed  to  prove,  that  the  naviga- 
j  tion  of  the  country  is  perfectly   able  to  bear  the 
I  additional   duty  upon  hemp  and  iron  proposed  m 
j  the  bill,  as  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Manu- 
j  factures.     In   order   to  establish    this  position,  it 
,  will  not  be  necessary  to  add  much  to  what  I  have 
I  already  said.     For  the  sake  of  the  argument,  I 
'  shall  suppose,  with  the  gentleman   from  Massa- 
chusetts,  (Mr.  Webster,)  that  the  small  addi- 
tional duties  upon  these  articles  will  be  permanent 
additional  burdens  to  that  amount  imposed  upon 
our   navigation.     Even    under    this    view  of  the 
subject,  that   interest  is  able  to   bear  them  ;  and 
considering  what  has    been    done  for  it    by   the 
country,  ought  to  bear  them  for  the  common  good, 
without  a  murmur. 

The  House,  I  feel  certain,  will  understand,  I  do 
I  not  admit  that  these  additional  duties  will  continue 
i  to  be  additional  burdens  upon  the  navigating 
,  interest.  On  the  contrary,  I  firmly  believe  that 
I  the  domestic  competition  which  must  necessarily 
I  spring  up  under  this  protection,  will,  in  a  few 
{  years,  reduce  the  price  both  of  hemp  and  of  iron. 
I  These  additional  duties  cannot  injure  the  ton- 
I  nage  employed  in  our  coasting  trade.  This  por- 
I  tion  of  our  navigation,  which,  in  1822,  was  nearly 
I  equal  to  that  engaged  in  foreign  trade,  and  which 
I  must  increase  rapidly,  has  no  competition  to  dread. 
It  enjoys  a  monopoly.  It  will,  therefore,  sustain 
;  no  loss  in  consequence  of  the  additional  duties, 
i  because,  in  proportion  as  you  enhance  the  price  of 
^  the  vessel,  you  will  increase  the  freight.  The  case 
!  might  be  different,  if  foreign  competition  were 
i  not  altogether  excluded.  Would  it  not,  then,  be 
just,  that  this  portion  of  our  tonnage  should  be 
compelled  to  use  the  hemp  and  iron  of  our  own 
j  production,  even  at  an  advanced  price?  We 
I  nave  established  a  prohibitory  system  in  its  favor — 
.  should  not,  then,  the  same  rule  be  adopted  in  favor 
j  of  our  farmers  and  manufacturers,  at  least  so  far 
as  respects  the  hemp  and  iron  necessary  in  the 
construction  and  repair  of  the  vessels  which  it 
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employs  ?  The  bill  before  the  House,  however, 
instead  of  proceeding  thus  far,  only  imposes  a 
small  additional  duty  upon  these  articles,  and  yet 
it  has  been  denounced,  as  though  it  would  pros- 
trate the  navigation  of  the  country^ 

I  admit,  said  Mr.  B.,  that  our  foreign  tonnage 
must  enter  into  competition  with  the  world,  and, 
therefore,  it  stands  upon  a  different  basis  from  tiiat 
employed  in  our  coasting  trade.  Under  these 
circumstances,  can  it  endure  the  proposed  addi- 
tional duties  ?  I  answer  boldly  in  the  affirmative. 
The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Web- 
ster) has  stated,  that  all  the  materials  of  ship 
building,  except  the  timber,  are  cheaper  in  Eng- 
land than  in  this  country. 

Tliis  may  be,  and  no  doubt  is  the  case.  But  is 
not  timber  the  chief,  and  by  far  the  most  expen- 
sive material  in  the  construction  of  a  ship?  In 
England  they  are  compelled  to  purchase  this  ar- 
ticle in  foreign  countries,  and  to  pay  the  heavy 
expense  of  its  transportation  ;  whilst  we  possess  it 
in  abundance  at  home.  The  consequence  is,  that 
a  ship  of  the  same  tonnage  may  be  built  much 
cheaper  in  this  country  than  in  England.  We 
have  the  testimony  of  the  Mercantile  Society  of 
New  York  to  this  effect.  The  Committee  of 
Manufactures,  before  they  reported  their  bill  to 
this  House  in  January,  1821,  addressed  certain 
questions  to  that  Society,  two  of  which,  with  their 
answers,  I  will  take  leave  to  read  to  the  House  : 

"Question.  What  is  the  cost  of  a  Britiah  ship  of 
say  300  tons!  What  of  an  American  of  the  same 
force  and  burJrn  ;  and,  generally,  the  difTerence  in 
Ihe  price  of  shipping,  by  the  ton,  in  each  country, 
completely  equipped  T 

Answer.  A  Britieh  ship  of  300  tons,  equipped  for 
sea,  will  cost  $24,000,  or  $80  per  ton.  An  American 
khip  of  the  same  quality,  will  cost  $18,000  or  $60  per 
ton. 

Question.  The  qaantity  of  iron  and  cordage  to  the 
100  tons  of  shipping  ? 

Answer.  It  will  require  i  tons  of  iron,  1,500  lbs.  of 
copper  bolts,  4^  tons  cordage,  and  20  bolts  of  duck  to 
the  100  torn." 

In  answer  to  another  question,  the  same  Society 
slate,  that  "  foreign  vessels  would  not  have  a  pre- 
'  ference,  in  our  ports,  over  American  built  vessels, 
'  unless  at  a  reduction  in  freight  of  25  per  cent,  or 
'  ad  vantages  equivalent,  at  the  port  of  destination." 

Thus,  it  appears  that  the  additional  duty  of  5J7 
50  per  ton,  proposed  upon  iron  by  the  bill,  as  re- 
ported,on  a  ship  of  300  tons  burden,  would  amount 
only  to  890,  and  that  upon  hemp  would  be  equal 
to  about  §200.  How,  then,  sir,  can  this  additional 
duty  of  $290  upon  a  ship  of  300  tons,  seriously 
injure,  much  less  destroy,  our  navigation  ?  Is  it 
possible  we  can,  in  the  slightest  degree,  be  alarmed 
by  such  a  clamor,  when  we  consider  that  a  vessel 
of  this  description  now  casts,  in  England,  our 
great  rival  in  navigation,  S6,000  more  than  it  does 
m  our  country  ? 

It  has  been  urged,  by  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, (Mr.  Webster,)  against  the  proposed 
additional  duties  on  hemp  and  iron,  that  if  a  suffi- 
cient quantity  of  these  articles  to  supply  the  do- 
meslic  demand,  were  produced   in   Ihia  country. 


that  our  navigating  interest  would  lose  their 
freight  from  Russia  and  Sweden.  Sir,  said  Mr. 
B.,  has  it  come  to  this  ?  Shall  we  be  compelled 
to  purchase  articles  in  foreign  countries  for  no 
other  reason  but  to  increase  the  employment  for 
our  navigation?  Are  all  the  other  interests  of 
the  country  to  be  sacrificed,  that  the  welfare  of 
this  one  may  be  promoted  ?  I  trust  not.  It  ap- 
pears to  me  that  the  bare  statement  of  this  argu- 
ment is  its  best  refutation.  We  are  asked  to  buy 
hemp  and  iron  from  foreigners — we  are  called 
upon  to  transport  our  wealth  to  distant  countries 
to  pay  for  these  articles — and  for  what  reason  ? 
Not  that  we  cannot  produce  them  in  abundance 
for  ourselves  ;  not  that  we  need  them  ;  but  simply 
because  the  favored  class  of  our  citizens  concerned 
in  navigation  want  to  enjoy  the  advantages  re- 
sulting from  their  carriage.  You  must,  sir,  pur- 
chase the  merchandise,  that  they  may  receive  the 
freight.  I  am  glad  the  gentleman  has  come  out 
boldly  and  avowed  this  position. 

After  what  I  have  already  said,  it  will  be  neces- 
sary I  should  add  a  few  words  only,  concerning 
the  Navy  ;  because  it  is  manifest  that  it  cannot  be 
injured  by  the  additional  duties  upon  hemp  and 
iron,  if  I  have  taken  a  correct  view  of  their  ope- 
ration upon  our  ship  building  and  our  navigation. 
I  feel  myself  constrained,  however,  lo  make  one 
or  two  observations  on  this  subject. 

I  am  a  sincere  friend  to  the  Navy.  One  of  the 
earliest  [>oliticaI  maxims  impressed  upon  my  mind 
was,  that  it  would  be  our  most  safe  and  natural 
bulwark  against  foreign  invasion.  This  opinion 
has  been  confirmed  by  the  victories  which  it 
achieved  during  the  late  war — victories  which 
have  equally  covered  both  itself  and  the  nation 
with  glory.  I  would,  tnerefore,  warn  its  true 
friends  to  have  a  care  how  they  introduce  it  into 
every  debate  upon  the  subject  of  this  tariff.  Like 
all  the  other  institutions  of  this  country,  it  must 
depend,  for  its  support,  upon  public  opinion. 
Withdraw  that  from  it,  and  it  must  and  will  sink. 
Are  those  gentlemen,  then,  its  genuine  friends 
who  wield  it  as  the  chief  weapon  of  opposition 
against  the  present  bill  ? 

If,  whenever  any  measure  calculated  to  promote 
the  domestic  industry  of  the  country,  and  to  ben- 
efit its  landed  interest,  shall  be  introduced  into 
Congress,  the  cry  is  resounded,  that  it  cannot  be 
adopted,  because  thereby  you  may  injure  the 
Navy  ;  the  people  will  at  last  begin  to  believe  that 
there  is  something  incompatible  between  their 
prosperity  and  its  existence.  If  they  shall  at  any 
time  be  impressed  with  this  conviction,  which  I 
trust  in  God  they  never  may,  but  to  which  the 
courseof  argument  that  has  been  pursued  by  theene- 
miesof  this  bill  directly  leads,  its  swift  destruction 
will  be  the  inevitable  consequence.  The  people 
will  not  continue  to  sustain  an  institution  which 
they  have  been  taught  to  believe  stands  as  a  per- 
petual barrier  against  the  adoption  of  any  system, 
calculated  to  encourage  the  agriculture  and  man- 
ufactures of  the  country,  and  fur  the  promotion  of 
whose  glory  their  own  welfare  must  be  the  sac- 
rifice. The  Navy  has  nothing  to  fear  except  from 
such  friends  and  from  itself.     Recent  events  have 
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alarmed  its  true  friends  with  serious  apprehensions 
that  it  has  become  intoxicated  with  prosperity, 
and  has  been  relai;ing  in  discipline.  If,  at  this 
moment,  when  such  impressions  are  abroad 
throughout  the  land,  it  shall  be  made  the  instru- 
ment by  which  this  bill  shall  be  defeated,  and  you 
should  pass  the  one  now  en  your  table  creating  a 
magnificent  establishment  ot  vice  admirals  and 
rear  admirals,  the  consequence  may  be  justly 
dreaded.  Should  these  measures  not  shake  its 
standing  in  the  opinion  of  thepeople,  I  confess  for 
one  I  shall  be  disappointed.  Thanking  the  House 
for  their  attention,  I  shall  not  trouble  them  longer 
upon  the  subject,  having  already  said  much  more 
than  I  intended  when  I  rose. 

When  Mr.  Bi-chanan  had  taken  his  seat — 

Mr.  Stewart,  of  Pennsylvania,  rose,  and  said 
he  regretted  that  the  motion  now  submitted,  to  re- 
duce the  proposed  duty  on  iron,  compelled  him  to 
depart  from  the  determination  he  had  formed  not 
to  trouble  the  House  with  any  remarks  of  hi^;  upon 
this  subject.  But  when  he  saw,  in  this  motion,  a 
blow  aimed  at  the  vital  interests  of  those  whom 
he  had  the  honor  to  represent  upon  this  floor,  it 
would  be  a  culpable  dereliction  of  public  duty  in 
him  to  remain  silent.  He  did  not  intend,  how- 
ever, he  said,  to  enter  upon  the  discussion  of  the 
general  principles  of  the  bill,  further  than  was  ne- 
cessary to  meet  and  obviate  the  arguments  which 
had  been  employed  by  gentlemen  who  had  sup- 
ported the  proposition  now  under  consideration. 

The  objections  urged  by  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Fuller)  who  first 
addressed  you,  are  in  substance  these:  That  the 
proposed  increase  of  duty  on  iron  would  impair 
the  revenue  ;  injure  the  farmer  ;  tax  all  classes  of 
the  community  ;  destroy  the  business,  and  increase 
the  burdens  of  commerce  and  navigation;  pros- 
trate the  Navy  ;  create  monopolies  ;  shut  the  ports 
of  Russia  against  our  produce — and  all  for  the 
benefit  of  a  few  overgrown  and  wealthy  iron 
masters.  This,  Mr.  S.  said,  he  believed  was  a 
fair  and  full  statement  of  the  grounds  of  opposi- 
tion assumed,  not  only  by  the  honorable  gentle- 
man, (.Mr.  Fuller,)  but  also  bv  his  colleagues, 
(Mr.  Webster  and  Mr.  Reed,')  as  well  as  the 
gentlemen  from  South  Carolina  and  Virginia, 
(Messrs.  McDuffie  and  Randolph.) 

In  the  first  place,  Mr.  S.  said,  it  would  be  prop- 
er to  inquire  into  the  nature  of  this  proposition, 
fraught  with  such  direful  consequences.  It  was, 
he  said,  nothing  more  nor  less  than  a  proposition 
to  add  thirty-seven  cents  a  hundred  to  the  existing 
duty  on  bar  iron,  equal  to  S"  40  cents  per  ton— 
not  a  protecting,  but  a  mere  revenue  duty. 

The  quantity  of  iron  consumed  in  the  United 
States  was  estimated  at  45.000  tons  per  annum. 
During  the  existence  of  the  embargo,  non-inter- 
course, and  war,  which  created  a  necessity  for  the 
domestic  manufacture  of  this  article,  capital  to  a 
large  amount  was  invested,  iron  works  sprung  up 
in  almost  every  part  of  the  countrv.  and  the  home 
supply  was  soon  equal  to  the  demand.  However, 
peace  was  soon  restored,  which  again  let  in  the 
foreign  article.  Still  our  infant  establishments 
maintained  ithe  unequal  contest  successfully,  un- 


til Congress  interposed,  not  to  protect  but  to  de- 
stroy them  ;  and  by  the  iniquitous  tariff  of  1816, 
which  increased  the  duties  upon  sugar,  dec,  near 
one  hundred  per  cent.,  reduced  the  duty  upon  iron 
from  thirty-two  per  cent,  to  nine  dollars  per  ton. 
This  gave  the  death  blow  to  the  American  manu- 
factures.    They  sunk  one  after  another — the  im- 
portations increased   regularly  every  year,  until 
they  rose  from  3,000  to  33,787  tons  per  annum, 
leaving  about  12,000  tons  for  domestic  production  ; 
and  the  importation  of  pig  iron  had  also  increased, 
from  104  tons  to  3,000  per  annum.     But,  sir,  we 
are  told  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts (Mr.  Fuller)  that  the  Russians,  (from 
whom  we  get  the  most  of  our  iron)  are  poor,  and 
if  we  do  not  buy  their  iron  they  cannot  buy  our 
produce.     The  gentleman  feels  no  regret  for  the 
fate  of  the  American  manufacturer  who  is  thus 
destroyed — the  American  laborer  who  is  thus  left 
without  employ  and  without  bread — the  Ameri- 
can farmer  who  is  thus  left  without  a  market  for 
his  produce — but  his  sympathies  are  all  alive  for 
the  poor  serfs  and  Cossacks  of  His  Imperial  Ma- 
jesty the  Emperor  of  all  the  Russias,  lest  they 
should  starve  for  want  of  our  produce.     But,  sir, 
do  they  take  our  produce  for  their  iron  ?    No,  sir; 
they  are  not  such  fools  as  to  follow  our  example, 
and  take  from  us  what  they  can  produce  at  home. 
Sir,  they  take  almost  nothing  but  your  cash.    How 
stands  the  account  ?     Last  year  we  imported  from 
Russia  to  the  amount  of  S2.25S,797  ;  while  the 
amount  of  domestic  produce  exported  to  Russia 
amounted  to  only  S51.635;  leaving  a  balance  to 
be  paid  in  cash,  of  82.207,162      So  much  for  the 
often  repeated  argument  that  we  must  buy  from 
Russia,  or  Russia  would  not  buy  from  us'.     We 
give  at  the  rate  of  S44  for  their  produce,  and  get 
back  one  for  ours.     Such  a  policy  as  this  would 
ruin  any  nation.     No  wonder  that,  with  such  a 
system,  our  currency  was  reduced  in  three  years 
from  one  hundred  anrl  ten  to  forty-five  millions; 
no  wonder  that  our  stocks,  and  every  thing  trans- 
ferrable,  was  remitt»?d  to  Europe  to  pay  an  unfa- 
vorable balance  of  trade;  no  wonder  that  agricul- 
ture, commerce,  and  manufactures,  were  all  alike 
struggling  for  their  existence.     If  there  is,  how- 
ever, continued  Mr.  S.,  any  article  we  ought  to 
manufacture  above  all  others,  an  article  for  which 
we  should  be  independent  of  the  world,  he  con- 
tended that  it  was  irm  ;  it  was  equally  necessary 
in  peace  and  in  vnr  ;  it  was  intimately  connected 
with  the  defence  of  the  country— as  much  so  as 
powder  and  ball.     Our  country,  he  said,  abounded 
with  ore,  with  coal,  provisions,  every  thing  neces- 
sary for  its  manufacture,  and  the  raw  rnaterial 
was  useless  for  any  other  purpose;  the  capital 
was  already  vested,  and  labor  unemployed,  which 
wanted  but  the  vivifying  touch  of  Governmental 
patronage  and  protection,  to  spring  at  once  into 
si^cessful  operation,  saving  millions  to  the  nation, 
affording  a  market  to  the  farmer,  and  employment 
to  labor. 

But,  we  are  told  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  (Mr.  Cambreleno,)  that  our  iron  is  not  so 
good  as  the  iniporied— that  .it  is  not  suitable  for 
the  manufacture  of  cannon.    And,  sir,  is  it  come 
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to  this?  Are  we  to  depend  on  Europe  for  our 
cannon  ?  Is  this  nation,  boasting  of  its  independ- 
ence, to  look  to  Europe,  to  the  Holy  Alliance,  for 
the  means  of  national  defence?  He  disputed  the 
fact  of  inferiority.  The  cannon,  as  well  as  those 
who  manoeuvred  them,  during  the  late  war,  were 
purely  American;  and  where,  sir,  is  the  evidence 
of  their  inferiority?  He  fearlessly  affirmed  that 
neither  the  metal  of  our  guns,  nor  the  metal  of  our 
men,  were  ever  surpassed.  He  would  appeal  for 
proof  to  the  splendid  achievements  on  the  plains 
of  Bridgewater  and  New  Orleans — to  the  glorious 
deeds  on  Erie  and  the  ocean. 

Mr.  S.  then  went  on  to  another  objection  urged 
by  his  colleague,  (Mr.  Breck,)  who  said  we  must 
wait  till  we  acquire  capital  and  skill.  These,  he 
contended,  were  in  existence,  and  it  was  the  ob- 
ject of  this  measure  to  put  them  in  motion.  Du- 
ring the  war  there  was  no  want  of  either  capital 
or  skill.  Though  they  were  put  down  at  present 
by  an  unwise  and  ruinous  policy,  yet  he  hoped,  by 
the  adoption  of  this  measure,  they  would  be  re- 
suscitated. If  his  colleague,  he  said,  wished  to 
create  capital  and  skill,  the  only  way  to  arrive  at 
his  object  was  to  pass  this  bill.  He  would  wait 
forever,  if  he  withheld  protection  and  encourage- 
ment, which  was  the  breath  that  gave  being,  life, 
and  motion  to  industry,  capital,  and  skill,  in  every 
country  where  they  were  seen  to  prosper.  Gen- 
tlemen might  ransack  all  history,  ancient  and 
modern,  and  they  could  not  find  a  single  instance 
to  the  contrary. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Mc- 
Duffie,) continued  Mr.  S.,  has  contended,  with 
more  ingenuity  than  force,  that  the  country  could 
not  furnish  the  article  in  question,  and  that  the 
only  effect  would  be  to  increase  the  duty,  which 
operated  as  a  tax  upon  the  whole  community, 
without  benefiting  the  manufacturer — he  also  con- 
tended that  it  would  impair  the  revenue.  Mr.  S. 
said  he  could  not  comprehend  how  the  tax  on  the 
imported  article  could  be  increased,  and  the  reve- 
nue diminished  ;  both  positions,  hecontended,  could 
not  be  correct — the  duty  and  the  revenue  were  the 
same.  If  the  duty  was  increased  on  an  article 
imported,  the  revenue  must,  of  necessity,  be  in- 
creased in  the  same  proportion.  But  it  appeared 
that  the  effect  of  a  measure  on  the  revenue,  did  not 
depend  on  the  nature  of  the  measure  itself,  but 
upon  the  source  from  which  it  originated.  A  bill 
was  reported  during  the  last  Congress,  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  in  which,  (ac- 
cording to  the  recommendation  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury.)  a  duly  of  $20  per  ton  was  proposed 
on  iron,  not  for  protection,  but  to  increase  the  rev- 
enue. Now,  when  the  same  duty  is  recommended 
by  the  Committee  of  Manufactures,  together  with 
fifty  or  sixty  other  items  of  that  revenue  bill,  at 
the  same  rate  of  duties,  we  are  told  it  will  ruin  the 
rc/enue.  So  that  the  same  duties,  when  proposed 
by  the  "Ways  and  Means,"  will  improve  the  re- 
venue, which,  when  proposed  by  the  "Manufac- 
tures," will  destroy  the  revenue,  and  lead  to  direct 
taxation.  Such  arguments  might  do  to  frighten 
and  alarm  the  people ;  but,  for  his  part,  he  did  not 
believe  there  was  any  witchcraft  in  the  word  "  man- 
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ufactures,"  which  could  thus  change  the  effect  and 
operation  of  this  measure.  He  had  no  doubt  but 
that  this  bill  would  greatly  promote  the  prosperity 
of  the  farmers  and  manulacturt'rs,  and.  at  the  same 
time,  add  several  millions  ptr  annum  to  the  reve- 
nue. Tl^  true  plan  to  increase  the  revenue,  ac- 
cording to  his  judgment,  Mr.  S.  said,  was,  by  a 
wise  policy,  to  increase  the  wealth  and  resources 
of  the  people  who  pay  it.  Cherish  and  sustain 
your  own  industry;  rely  upon  your  own  means; 
develope  and  bring  into  activity  your  own  vast  re- 
sources; keep  your  money  at  home;  buy  less  and 
sell  more ;  in  short,  make  a  rich  and  prosperous 
people,  and  you  will  make  a  rich  and  nourishing 
Treasury — depress  the  people,  and  the  revenue 
would  sink  with  them.  The  revenue  derived  from 
imposts,  he  contended,  would  always  be  in  pro- 
portion to  the  ability  of  the  people  to  purchase  and 
consume  foreign  products  ;  those  who  now  merely 
raised  bread  enough  to  live  upon,  would,  if  em- 
ployed in  manufactures,  be  able  to  consume  lea, 
cofl'ee,  sugar,  and  other  articles,  which  paid  an 
enormous  revenue  to  the  public  Treasury, 

To  illustrate  this,  he  would,  with  the  permission 
of  the  House,  refer  to  a  few  facts  which  fell  within 
his  personal  knowledge  and  observation.  In  the 
county  in  which  be  resided,  during  the  late  war, 
and  at  its  close,  there  were  in  successful  and  pros- 
perous operation  some  twenty  or  thirty  iron  works, 
of  different  kinds,  employing  perhaps  fifty  persons 
each,  and  saving  to  the  nation  from  ore  (which 
now  remains  buried  and  useless)  near  ^500,0CK)  a 
year.  Attached  to  many  of  these  works  were 
found  8t(rrt8  of  foreign  goods,  supplying  the  work- 
men and  others,  to  the  amount  of  say  S2.000  per 

annum — mostly  groceries,  tea,  coffee,  sugar,  &c 

of  which  nearly  one  half  of  the  whoL*  price  went 
into  the  public  Treasury,  in  the  shape  of  duties. 
Since  the  restoration  of  peace,  and  the  repeal  of 
the  protecting  duties  in  1816,  these  works,  he  said, 
had  been    mostly  abandoned  ;  their  owners  were 
ruined  and  insolvent;  the  miserable  hands  were 
turned  adrift  without  employment;  the  farmer, 
who  then  received   from  fifty  to  eighty  cents  per 
bushel  for  his  grain,  was  now  unable  to  get  half 
that  amount ;  the  Government  had  lost  the  thou- 
sands of  revenue  derived  from  the  sale  and  con- 
sumption of  foreign  goods;  and   commerce  and 
navigation  had  lost  the  profits  of  their  importation. 
The  nation  was  impoverished  by  the  annual   loss 
of  millions  of  money,  which  now  went  to  support 
and  enrich  the  farmers  and  manufacturers  of  Eng- 
land and  Russia,  instead  of  our  own,  who  were 
suffering  for  want  of  a  market.     Land,  and  its 
produce,  property  of  every  kind,  had  depreciated 
more   than    100   per   cent.,  producing   the   most 
heart-rending  scenes  of  distress,  embar^as^ment, 
sacrifice,  and  bankruptcy, among  those  who  lately 
enjoyed  the  most  chcf'ring  and   flattering  pros- 
pects.    Sir,  upon  what  principle  can  such  policy 
as  this  be  justified  or  defended?     He  put  it  to 
honorable  gentlemen   to  say,  whether  they  could 
look  on  such  a  scene  with  indifference;  whether 
they  could  reconcile  it  to  their  consciences  to  give 
a   vote  which   would   withhold    protection   from 
their  suffering  fellow-citizens,  who  were  strug- 
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sling  with  the  boors  of  Russia  and  Sweden?  He 
nop«J  the  nrolection  would  be  granted  ;  if  not  for 
the  sake  ot  the  manufacturer,  he  asked  it  for  the 
sake  of  the  farmer;  for  the  sake  of  the  revenue; 
for  the  merchant;  for  the  nation ;  it  wai  demand- 
ed by  everv  thing  American — by  every  proud  and 
patriotic  feeling.  But.  sir.  even  if  it  would  di- 
minish the  revenue,  (which  he  by  no  means  ad- 
mitted,) and  created  a  necessity  for  an  excise,  still 
why  was  an  impost  preferable  to  an  excise  ?  They 
were  both  equally  a  tax  upon  the  people.  They 
were  paid  by  the  consumer.  The  only  difference 
was,  that  the  impost  was  paid  upon  the  consump- 
tion of  the  products  of  foreign  industry,  and  the 
excise  was  paid  upon  our  own.  The  miposi  was 
a  kind  of  financial  trick,  by  which  the  people  were 
compelled  to  pay  fifteen  or  twenty  millions  of 
taxes  without  their  knowledge;  it  was  taken  out 
of  their  pockets  without  their  observing  it,  while 
they  paid  the  excise  with  their  eyes  open  ;  and 
they  would,  therefore,  look  to  its  appropriation 
and  expenditure  by  those  who  represented  them. 
This  would  check  extravagance  and  promote  econ- 
omy, which  was  the  life  and  soul  of  Republican 
Government.  Extravagance  and  prodigality  al- 
ways led  the  way  to  aristocracy,  when  the  few 
fed  and  fattened  on  the  hard  earnings  of  the 
many.  Besides,  he  contended  that  the  revenue 
derived  from  imposts  was  precarious  and  uncer- 
tain. In  time  of  war  it  failed,  when  it  was  most 
wanted  ;  the  whole  price  of  the  article  consumed 
was  lost  to  the  nation,  and  went  to  support  the 
industry  of  foreign  countries,  to  the  destruction 
of  our  own.  It  was  a  most  miserable  policy,  which 
sent  millions  out  of  the  countiy  to  purchase  what 
we  could  and  ought  to  produce  at  home,  for  the 
sake  of  obtaining  a  few  thousand  dollars  of  rev- 
enue upon  it,  which  was  ultimately  paid  by  the 
people.  In  the  case  of  excise,  the  money  was  re- 
tained and  kept  in  circulation  to  reward  our  own 
industry;  and  $10,  which  changed  hands  once  a 
day,  was  better  than  S3,0(X),  which  changed  hands 
once  a  year. 

But,  sir.  we  are  told  by  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Virjginia  (Mr.  Randolph)  that  this 
duty  on  iron  will  oppress  the  poor;  that  it  will 
tax  the  farmer,  who,  having  no  market  for  his 
corn,  cannot  buy  iron,  and  '"will  be  compelled  to 
plough  his  fields  with  a  crooked  stick."  Sir,  the 
object  of  this  bill  is  to  give  to  our  farmers  a  mar- 
ket. Iron  works  consumed  immense  quantities  of 
grain,  and  would  gladly  give  iron  in  payment; 
whereas,  in  Europe,  they  refuse  our  grain,  and  re- 
quire cash.  He  coul(*^safely  assert,  upon  the  best 
evidence,  that  there  were  single  manufactories  m 
the  United  States  which  consumed,  annually, 
more  of  our  gram  than  both  England  and  France 
put  together,  from  whom  we  purchased  to  the 
amount  of  thirty  or  forty  millions  a  year.  He 
would  refer  the  honorable  gentleman  to  the  far- 
mer himself:  ask  him  whether  the  erection  of 
manufacturing  establishments  in  his  neighborhood 
will  injure  his  farm  or  his  busines-s ;  whether  it 
will  compel  him  to  '•  plough  with  a  crooked 
stick?"  But,  says  the  gentleman,  it  will  oppre>s 
the  poor,  and  tax  all  classes.     Let  gentlciueu.  be- 


fore they  pronounce  the  proposed  addition  of  37 
cents  a  hundred  on  iron  opprei»{>ive,  look  to  some 
of  the  existing  duties. 

By  the  existing  tariff,  which  is  too  sacred  to  be 
touched  or  altered,  you  impose  duties  varying 
from  50  to  ISO  per  cent,  on  tea,  coffee,  sugar,  salt, 
&c.,  articles  consumed  by  the  poor,  while  many 
of  the  most  refined  luxuries,  jewelry,  dec,  pay  but 
seven  and  a  half  per  cent.  According  to  the  ex- 
isting duties,  the  poor  man  who  buys  fifty  dollars 
worth  of  sugar,  tea,  and  salt,  a  year,  pays  twenty- 
five  dollars  of  taxes  into  the  Treasury  ;  while  the 
rich  man,  who  buys  fifty  dollars  worth  of  jewelry, 
pays  but  three  dollars  and  seventy-five  cents.  A 
more  iniquitous  system  of  taxation  never  existed 
in  any  country  ;  yet  it  must  not  be  touched  !  A 
duty  of  a  few  cents  on  iron,  for  the  purpose  of  en- 
couraging the  manufacturer  at  home,  was  pro- 
nounced by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
(Mr.  McDlffie)  an  intolerable  tax  ;  while  a  duty 
of  one  hundred  and  twenty  per  cent,  on  tea,  which 
could  never  be  raised  here,  was  not  worth  the 
gentleman's  notice  at  all ;  it  excited  no  uneasiness 
whatever.  But  we  are  referred  by  gentlemen  to 
the  remonstrances  from  our  Cliambers  of  Com- 
merce. Sir,  and  who  compose  these  Chambers  of 
Commerce?  He  was  credibly  informed  that  a 
majority  of  them  were  composed  of  British  mer- 
chants, and  persons  connected  with  British  mer- 
chants and  manufacturers.  No  wonder,  sir,  that 
thty  complain  ;  that  th^i/  remonstrate  against  any 
alteration  of  a  system  of  policy  by  which  they 
have  been  enabled  to  grow  rich  at  our  expense — 
which  has  rendered  this  nation  more  dependent 
and  more  completely  tributary  to  Great  Britain 
than  we  were  when  colonies — a  system  which 
favored  foreigners  and  destroyed  our  own  mer- 
chants, which  gave  them  almost  the  entire  supply 
of  our  market.  It  was  a  fact,  of  universal  noto- 
riety, that  more  than  two-thirds  of  all  the  goods 
imported  from  Great  Britain  were  imported  on 
account  of  Briti.<h  merchants  and  British  manu- 
facturers, who,  if  let  alone,  with  the  facility  of 
our  auctions,  and  the  benefit  of  our  system  of 
credits,  by  which  we  loaned  to  Britihh  merchants, 
out  of  the  pockets  of  our  people,  more  than  five 
millions  a  year,  without  interest,  they  would  .soon 
succeed  in  driving  the  American  merchant  com- 
pletely from  the  ocean.  No  wonder,  then,  that 
they  should  remonstrate  against  any  change  in 
such  an  admirable  system,  by  which  they  receive 
from  us  more  than  thirty-four  millions  a  year. 
But  the  British  Minister,  it  is  said,  has  remon- 
strated with  the  Secretary  of  State  against  the 
increase  of  duty  on  iron  I  The  British  Minister 
has  remonstrated!  And  are  we  so  humbled? 
Must  we  ask  the  British  Minister  whether  we  may 
employ  our  own  people  to  make  our  own  iron  ? 
Sir,  does  Great  Britain  ask  us  whether  she  may 
exclude  our  produce  from  her  ports?  Such  a 
suggestion  there  would  meet  with  merited  con- 
tempt. These  remonstrances  against  the  measure 
were,  with  him,  Mr.  S.  said,  so  many  arguments 
in  its  favor.  It  would  benefit  us  in  the  same  pro- 
portion that  it  would  injure  them  ;  our  loss  wa* 
their  profit,  and  our  profit  would  be  their  loss. 
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The  honorable  gentleman  from  Massac husett.s 
(Mr.  Webster)  has  made  a  most  pathetic  appeal 
to  the  House  in  behalf  of  "commerce  and  navi- 
gation," which  he  represented  as  struggling  for 
Its  existence,  scarcely  able  to  keep  its  head  above 
water.  If  you  impose  this  duty  on  iron,  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  says,  you  throw  the  last  stone  to 
sink  the  ship.  What!  S~  40  a  ton  on  iron,  ruin 
commerce  and  navigation  !  An  interest  which 
had  experienced  more  favor  than  any  other  in  the 
nation — which  was  owned  and  directed  by  men 
of  great  wealth  and  capital,  ruined  by  a  trifiing 
duty  on  iron  !  It  was  impossible.  To  build  a  ship 
of  one  hundred  tons  burden,  only  four  tons  of  iron 
were  required,  upon  which  the  whole  increase 
of  duty  would  be  only  $29  60.  So  that  $29  60 
on  each  vessel  of  one  hundred  tons  burden,  was 
to  "  sink  the  ship,"  ruin  commerce,  and  destroy 
the  navy.  He  had  a  better  opinion  of  our  com- 
merce and  our  navy  than  to  sup|)ose  they  were  to 
be  seriously  affected  by  a  matter  of  this  kind.  But, 
sir,  with  what  propriety  can  commerce  complain, 
when  a  slight  protection  is  asked  by  the  manufac- 
turing interests  of  the  country — foreign  com- 
merce, which  has  ever  been  the  favorite  of  Gov- 
ernment ;  which  has  been  protected  at  the  expense 
of  every  other  interest  in  it — not  only  by  fleets  and 
navies,  but  by  diJicriminating  duties,  equal  to  six 
or  seven  hundred  per  cent.  An  American  coasting 
vessel,  of  one  hundred  tons  burden,  for  instance, 
making  twelve  entries  a  year,  only  pays  six  dollars 
dollars  duty,  while  a  foreu/u  vessel  of  the  same  size, 
and  for  the  same  entrie.s,  pays  six  hundred  dollars. 
An  American  vessel  of  three  hundred  tons,  en- 
gaged in  foreign  trade,  making  five  entries  per 
annum,  would  pay  only  ninety  dollars  duty,  while 
a  foreign  vessel,  under  like  circumstances,  must 
pay  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars.  But.  sir, 
permit  me  to  remind  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  f  Mr.  Webster)  of  some  of 
the  other  burdens  and  taxes  to  which  the  farmers 
and  manufacturers  of  this  country  are  subjected, 
for  the  benefit  and  protection  of  foreign  commerce. 
Sir,  for  what  was  the  late  war  declared  ?  Was 
it  not,  emphatically,  for  the  protection  and  defence 
of  "  free  trade  and  sailors'  rights  ?"  A  war  which 
had  involved  this  nation  in  a  debt  of  more  than 
a  hundred  millions  of  dollars  ;  had  filled  this  land 
with  widows  and  with  orphans  ;  a  war  in  which 
the  farmers  and  manufacturers  had  suffered  every 
privation  ;  in  which  they  had  freely  and  bravely 
fought  and  bled  and  died,  for  the  defence  of  "  free 
trade"  against  foreign  aggression ;  and  now,  when 
they  ask  a  trifling  duty  to  protect  them  against  for- 
eign competition, equally  destructive  to  them,  they 
are  gravely  told  that  it  cannot  be  aflorded,  lest  it 
may  injure  "  commerce  and  navigation."  i3ut,  sir, 
this  is  not  all.  Are  we  not  called  upon,  almost 
daily,  in  this  House,  to  appropriate  millions  after 
millions  of  the  public  money  to  erect  lighthouses, 
buoys,  and  beacons,  along  the  coast,  for  the  protec- 
tion and  benefit  of  "  foreign  commerce  ;"  to  sup- 
port ministers,  consuls,  and  agents,  throughout  the 
civilised  world  ;  for  the  regulation  and  protec- 
tion of  our  "  forei;»n  commerce  ;"  for  the  creetion 
of  forts  and  fortifications,  for  the  defence  of  our 


harbors,  dock-yards,  and  commercial  cities ;  for 
the  support  and  maintenance  of  fleets  and  puUic 
ships  to  guard  and  protect  our  foreign  commerce 
throughout  the  world  ;  and  he  understood,  it  in 
some  instances  cost  the  Government  more  money 
to  protect  our  merchants,  especially  in  the  Baltic, 
than  the  whole  commerce  was  worth.  Look,  sir, 
at  the  enormous  expense  of  sending  abroad  fleets  to 
distant  seas,  to  suppress  the  pirates  that  annoy  our 
foreign  commerce.  And  who  pays  these  immense 
expenditures  ?  Not  the  merchants,  but  the  farmers 
and  manufacturers  of  this  nation.  And  when 
tJuy,  the  farmers  and  manufacturers,  ask,  in  turn, 
that  their  interests  may  be  protected,  not  by  duties 
of  six  or  seven  hundred  per  cent. ;  not  by  war, 
nor  by  forts,  nor  lights,  nor  fleets,  nor  navies — not 
at  the  expense  of  millions  of  tlie  public  money, 
but  by  a  mere  act  of  legislation  ;  what,  sir,  is  the 
reply  of  the  friends  and  champions  of  commerce 
and  navigation,  this  highly  favored  interest? 
They  gravely  tell  us,  that «><?  don't  need  protection; 
they  cry  "  Let  us  alone  ;  you  will  injure  the  rev- 
enue, tax  commerce,  and  destroy  the  carrying 
trade."  Might  not  these  replies  be  retorted,  whea 
the  merchants  claim  protection  ?  Might  they  not 
be  told,  that  the  protection  they  sought  would  di- 
minish the  revenue,  tax  the  farmer  and  manufac- 
turer ?  Might  they  not,  moreover,  be  asked,  what 
great  and  signal  service  the  foreign  merchants  had 
rendered  this  country,  to  entitle  them  to  such  spe- 
cial favor  ?  Look  at  the  ruinous  balance  of  trade 
against  us.  But  he  would  not  recriminate.  He 
was  willing  to  extend  every  reasonable  aid  and 
protection  to  commerce  ;  but  he,  at  the  same  time, 
thought  that  this  was  not  the  only  interest  in  the 
country  ;  he  thought  there  were  other  great  and 
important  interests  in  the  nation  entitled  to  favor. 
/IJut  commerce  was  represented  as  being  on  the 
decline,  as  well  as  agriculture  and  manufactures. 
This  was,  he  considered,  a  matter  of  course.  Com- 
merce was  the  offspring  of  agriculture  and  man- 
ufactures. Where  there  was  neither  agriculture 
nor  manufactures,  there  could  be  no  commerce: 
they  must  rise  and  fall  together.  The  only  iegit« 
imate  business  of  commerce  was  to  distribute  and 
exchange  the  surplus  productions  of  labor.  If  by 
a  wise  policy  you  restore  your  agriculture  and 
manufactures  to  their  former  prosperity,  commerce 
will  revive;  and  soon  again  will  it  be  seen  to 
spread  its  white  bosom  to  the  prosperous  breeze. 
But,  even  if  this  measure  should  have  the  effect  of 
lessening  the  foreign  carrying  trade,  still  we  would 
be  more  than  compensated  by  the  increase  of  in- 
ternal commerce  and  the  coasting  trade.  But, 
would  it  be  seriously  contended  that  we  should 
import  what  we  do  not  want,  for  the  sake  of  em- 
ploying foreign  commerce  ?  Was  it  consistent 
with  sound  policy  to  import  our  iron  from  Russia, 
when  we  could  produce  it  at  home,  merely  to 
employ  commerce  ?  As  well  might  it  be  con- 
tended that  we  ought  to  export  our  flour  to  Eng- 
land, and  have  it  manufactured  into  bread,  and 
reimported,  to  keep  navigation  and  commerce 
employed  !  And  this  would  not  be  more  absurd 
and  ruinous  than  much  of  the  system  now  in 
operation. 
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Mr.  S.  begrged  leave  here  to  notice  another  argu- 
ment which  had  been  urged,  not  only  against  the 
duty  now  under  consideration,  but  against  the  bill 
generally.     It  was  this:  that  the  proposed  meas- 
ure would  operate  injuriously  on  the  fanners — 
that  it  was  "taxing  the  many  for  the  benefit  of 
the  few."     The  eflect,  Mr.  S.  contended,  would 
be  directly  the  reverse — it  would  benefit  ihe  farm- 
ers much  more  than  the  manufacturers.     To  sim- 
plify his  views  on  this  point,  he  said,  he  would 
confine  them  to  a  single  county,  in  which  he  would 
suppose  there  to  be  at  present  a  single  manufac- 
turing establishment,  employing  100  hands,  con- 
suming 810,000  worth  of  grain  and  other  agri- 
cultural productions,  and  making  §20,000  worth 
of  the  manufactured  article;   and  then  suppose, 
that,  by  the  operation  of  this  measure,  there  should 
spring  up  in  this  country  ten  new  and  rival  estab- 
lishments, of  equal  extent, — you  thus  withdraw 
1,000  hands  from  agricultural  employment,  and 
make  them  consumers  instead  of  producers.     You 
give   the   farmers   an    increased    market,   to    the 
amount  of  §100,000;   and  you  save  $200,000  a 
year  in  one  county,  which  is  kept  in  profitable  cir- 
culation at  home,  giving  life  and  activity  to  every 
branch  of  industry,  instead  of  bemg  sent  to  sup- 
port the  industry  of  England,  who,  by  her  exist- 
ing laws,  will  not  suflTer  her  people  to  consume  a 
pound  of  our  Hour,  even  if  it  were  offered  at  fifty 
cents  a  barrel  ?     This,  Mr.  S.  contended,  was  the 
plain  and  obvious  tendency  of  the  great  measure 
under  discussion.     And  which,  he  begged  leave 
to  ask,  was  the  most  benefited,   the  farmer  or  the 
manufacturer?    Undoubtedly  the  farmer.    The  in- 
creased   market,  and    increased    demand    for   his 
produce,  necessarily  increased  the  price;  while  the 
increased  competition  among  the  manufacturers, 
and  the  increased  quantity  of  the  manufactured 
article  thrown  into  the  market,  as  inevitably  di- 
minished the  price  ; — so  that  the  farmer  would  get 
more  for  his  grain,  and  give  less  for  his  manu- 
factured goods.     Yet.  with  thKse  plain  results  be- 
fore us,  it  was  still  gravely  urged  upon  the  House 
by  almost  every  honorable  gentleman  who   had 
opposed  this  bill.     It  was  a  principal  ground  of 
opposition,  that  it  would  "ruin  the  farmers — tax 
the  many  for  the  benefit  of  the  few — create  mo- 
nopolies— enable  the  rich  manufacturer  to  extort 
from  the  people,"  &c. — while,  in  fact,  its  real  ten- 
dency and  effect  was,  he  contended,  precisely  the 
reverse. 

But,  Mr.  S.  said,  there  was  another  and  still 
stronger  view  of  this  subject,  in  relation  to  its  ef- 
fects upon  the  interest  of  the  farmer  and  agricul- 
turist. If  was  a  fact,  however  strange  it'might 
appear,  susceptible  of  the  clearest  demonstration, 
that  this  nation,  almost  entirely  agricultural,  in- 
stead of  exporting,  actually  imported  agricultural 
labor  from  the  poor  and  wretched  countries  of 
Europe  to  the  amount  of  twenty  or  thirty  millions 
a  year.  He  did  not  mean  to  say  that  it  was  im- 
ported in  its  rude  and  original  shap*>,  but  it  en- 
tered into  the  compoMtion  of  manufactures,  and, 
thus  altered  and  modified,  was  imported  and  con- 
sumed among  us.  Sir,  of  what  is  your  imported 
cloth  composed  ?  your  imported  iron,  spirits,  hemp, 


linen — in  short,  almost  every  thing?  Count  the 
cost  of  the  raw  material,  the  wool,  hemp,  flax  ; 
then  add  the  price  of  the  provisions,  the  bread, 
meat,  fuel,  &c.,  consumed  by  thu^t>  employed  in 
the  fabrication  of  the  manufactured  articles,  and 
you  will  find  that  one-half,  nay,  two  thirds  of  the 
price  of  our  imported  goods  consisted  of  agricul- 
tural labor,  and  went  to  support  and  sustain  the 
farmers  of  foreign  countries,  of  England,  France, 
and  Russia  ;  while  our  own,  shut  out  from  Eu- 
rope, and  shamefully  abandoned  at  home,  were 
left  without  a  market,  and  without  a  motive  to  in- 
dustry With  an  almost  unlimited  extent  of  fertile 
territory,  abounding  with  the  finest  soil  and  most 
delightful  pastures,  we  were  importing  even  ^ass 
from  foreign  countries  in  the  shape  of  tallow  and 
wool.  Last  year  we  had  imported  vast  quantities 
of  both  ;  four  million  pounds  of  tallow,  equal  to 
the  product  of  80,t)00  cattle.  And,  was  it  wise  in 
this  nation,  where  eighty-three  per  cent,  of  the 
whole  population  were  employed  in  agriculture, 
to  import  twenty  or  thirty  millions  of  dollars' 
worth  of  agricultural  produce  every  year,  in  the 
shape  of  manufactures  from  abroad,  and  most  of 
it  from  England,  whose  territory  was  not  much 
larger  than  some  of  our  States,  and  where  the 
proportion  of  agriculturists  was  not  equal  to  one- 
third  of  her  population?  The  immense  sums, 
thus  sent  to  Europe,  he  argued,  were  vxyrse  than 
thrown  away,  tor  the  amount  was  not  only  hut  to 
the  country,  but  it  introduced  the  labor  and  indus- 
try of  other  countries  to  paralyze  and  destroy  our 
[  own.  He  compared  it  to  the  money  expended  by 
1  an  individual  in  the  purchase  of  spirituous  liquor, 
i  or  other  deleterious  drugs,  the  use  of  which  im- 
\  paired  the  health  and  ruined  the  constitution  ;  in 
I  both  cases,  the  loss  of  money  was  the  smallest 
I  part  of  the  evil.  These  being  the  effects  of  the 
present  system  on  the  farmers,  any  change  would 
be  to  them  desirable — it  might  be  for  the  belter,  it 
could  not  be  (or  the  worse. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
(Mr.  Webster)  has  been  pleased  to  denounce  the 
restrictive  policy  as  unwise  and  injudicious.  He, 
Mr.  S.,  would  respectfully  ask  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman to  point  to  the  country  which,  neglecting 
the  protection  and  encouragement  of  its  own  in- 
dustry, and  depending  on  foreign  lalxjr  and  skill 
for  the  supply  of  its  wants,  was  not  ultimately 
ruined  ?  HUttory  /umifkes,  he  said,  no  mch  in- 
n/nnce.  Look  at  miserable  Poland,  Italy,  and  Por- 
tugal, adopting  the  free  trade  policy.  Look  at 
wretched  Ireland,  dependant  on  England.  Look 
at  the  once  flourishing,  but  now  degraded  Hol- 
land, sinking,  like  ourselves,  under  the  deleterious 
influence  of  the  free  trade  system.  He  also  re- 
ferred to  the  once  powerful  and  proud,  but  now 
poor  and  prostrate  Spain.  She,  when  self-depend- 
ent, relying  on  her  own  internal  energies  and  re- 
sources, was  feared  and  respected  by  the  most 
powerful  nations  on  the  Continent ;  but  since,  like 
us,  she  has  opened  her  ports  to  foreign  nations,  and 
become  dependent  on  foreign  labor,  foreign  capital, 
foreign  industry,  and  skill,  for  the  supply  of  her 
wants,  all  the  wealth  of  her  South  Americad 
provinces,  the  rich  mines  of  Peru  and  Chili,  could 
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not  save  her ;  she  soon  sunk  under  the  withering 
influence  of  this  wretched  and  ruinous  system,  to 
her  present  abject  and  degraded  condition.  And, 
were  it  not  for  the  cheapness  of  our  Government, 
the  freedom  of  our  institutions,  the  wars  in  Eu- 
rope, which  gave  us  a  market,  and  the  great  and 
unparalleled  advantages,  natural  and  political, 
that  we  enjoy,  this  country,  too,  would  have  long 
since  sunk  under  our  present  unnatural, anti-Amer- 
ican, and  destructive  system  of  policy.  But,  sir, 
look,  for  a  moment,  on  the  other  hana,  to  the  con- 
dition of  those  nations  with  inferior  advantages, 
protecting  by  high  duties  and  prohibitory  laws 
their  own  people,  and  their  own  industry,  against 
the  injurious  effects  of  foreign  competition.  Look 
at  France,  rapidly  rising,  like  the  Phoenix,  from 
the  ashes  of  a  wasting  and  desolating  war  of 
thirty  years  ;  her  finances  prosperous  ;  her  reve- 
nue ample  ;  every  branch  of  industry  protected, 
prosperous,  and  successful;  excluding  even  Eng- 
land, who  had  so  recently  placed  the  Bourbons  on 
the  throne.  Look  at  all-powerful  Russia,  guard- 
ing herself  against  foreign  competition  by  a  per- 
fect system  of  prohibitions,  selling  us  iron,  &c.,  to 
the  amount  of  between  two  and  three  millions  a 
year,  and  taking  in  return  less  than  a  fortieth  part 
in  the  produce  of  our  soil,  and  the  balance  in  cash. 
It  is  true,  sir,  that,  in  1S20,  Russia  determined  to 
try  our  system  of  free  trade,  of  "  buying  where 
she  could  buy  cheapest."  But  mark  the  conse- 
quence. She  soon  lound  herself  on  the  brink  of 
ruin,  and  quickly  retraced  her  steps:  In  less  than 
two  years,  the  Russian  Minister,  Count  \essel- 
rode,  declares,  in  his  official  report,  that  this  policy 
compelled  Russia  to  pay  a  ''  ruinous  trVniJt^^  ioKng- 
land,  France,  Prussia,  and  Austria,  "  who  reiuaitud 
/iiUh/id  to  thi^ir  prohD/Uory  st/stents.'"  "Agriculture," 
he  says,  "  without  a  market,  industry  without  pro- 
tection, languish  and  decline  ;  specie  is  exported, 
and  the  most  solid  commercial  hou.ses  are  shaken,' 
&c.  Accordingly,  in  1S22,  Russia  re-enacted  her 
tarifl";  not  like  ours,  proposing  mere  revenue  du- 
ties, but  one  which  contained  no  less  than  340 
prohibitions,  and,  in  January  last,  a  few  months 
since,  this  Russian  tariff  underwent  a  "judicious 
revision,"  by  which  the  number  of  prohibitions  was 
greatly  increased.  And  finally,  look,  sir,  at  Great 
Britain,  the  most  illustrious  instance  that  the 
world  has  ever  furnished  of  the  complete  triumph 
of  the  protecting  policy.  But  we  are  told  that 
England  prospers  in  spite  of  this  system.  As  well 
might  it  be  said,  that  men  live  in  .«pite  of  the  bread 
they  eat ;  that  the  grass  grows  in  spite  of  the  rain 
and  sunshine;  or  that  the  globe  we  inhabit  per- 
forms its  splendid  course  in  spite  of  the  agency  of 
that  Being  "who  rides  on  the  whirlwind  and  di- 
rects the  storm."  Sir,  England  extends  ample 
protection  to  every  branch  of  her  industry — agri- 
culture, manufactures,  and  commerce.  England 
is  dependent  on  England  alone;  she  buys  nothin<r 
that  she  can  produce,  and  produces  every  thing 
that  can  be  bought.  By  the  use  of  labor-saving 
machinery,  England,  with  a  population  of  fourteen 
millions,  wields  a  manufacturing  force  equal  to 
22U  millions  of  hands ;  one  boy,  in  an  English 
factory,  will  produce  as  much  as  will  purchase  the 


produce  of  fifty  American  farmers ;  one  pound  of 
cotton  is  so  manufactured  as  to  purchase  2,000 
pounds ;  thus,  ten  cents  is  made  equal  to  S200,  by 
the  addition  of  labor,  principally  of  machinery. 
Her  cotton  manufactures,  alone,  are  estimated  at 
224  millions,  while  the  raw  material  costs  less 
than  25;  her  agricultural  produce,  upon  a  terri- 
tory comparatively  limited,  and  of  interior  soil,  is 
estimated  at  $487,000,000  a  year,  while  our  whole 
agricultural  exports,  exclusive  of  cotton  and  to- 
bacco, is  less  than  $12,000,000 — not  equal  to  the 
support  of  250,000  manufacturers,  at  $50  a  bead. 
Sir,  what  is  it  that  enables  Great  Britain  to  lay 
the  world  under  contribution?  What  enabled  her 
to  subsidize  all  Europe;  to  support  an  army  of 
400,000;  to  sustain,  for  nearly  thirty  years,  an  ex- 
hausting, bloody,  and  desolating  war,  with  the 
colossal  power  of  France,  and  finally  enabled  her 
to  triumph  on  the  ever-memorable  field  of  Water- 
loo? Was  it  not  the  wealth  derived  from  her 
manufactures?  What  was  it,  he  asked,  that  ena- 
bled her,  during  that  period,  to  raise  7,038  millions 
of  dollars,  4,653  millions  by  taxes,  and  2,070  mil- 
lions by  loans,  whilst  her  people,  notwithstanding 
these  tremendous  burdens,  enjoyed  an  unusual  de- 
gree of  prosperity  ?  Was  it  not  attributable  to 
her  flourishing  manufactures?  And  how  was  it 
that  now,  in  time  of  peace,  she  could  raise,  and 
her  people  could  pay  with  ease,  and  without  a 
murmur,  252  millions  of  revenue  per  annum  ;  lrl9 
millions  of  which  arose  from  the  excise  on  twenty- 
five  articles  of  manufacture,  while  it  would  con- 
vulse this  nation  to  its  centre  to  raise,  in  the  same 
way,  oncrtwentieth  part  of  the  amount  ?  Sir,  were 
we  not  ruined  in  our  resources,  and  prostrate  in 
our  power,  by  a  petty  war  of  two  and  a  half  years' 
duration?  The  revenue  paid  by  the  people  of 
Great  Britain,  in  one  year,  was  equal  to  half  the 
whole  amount  of  the  expenditures  of  this  Govern- 
ment for  thirty  years.  Since  the  late  war  she  had 
reduced  her  taxes  twenty-eight  millions  a  year; 
and,  after  defraying  her  enormous  expenditures, 
and  paying  135  millions,  the  annual  interest  of  her 
national  debt,  she  had  left  an  efficient  annual  sink- 
ing fund  of  twenty-two  millions  and  a  half.  And 
whence  did  she  derive  these  immense  resources? 
Trace  them  to  their  origin,  and  you  will  find  it  to 
result  from  the  protection  and  encouragement  af- 
forded to  her  national  industry,  to  her  manufac- 
tures; which,  at  the  same  time,  afforded  a  market 
for  her  farmers,  and  employment  for  her  com- 
merce. In  Great  Britain,  without  manufactures, 
neither  agriculture  nor  commerce  could  be  sus- 
tained ;  they  were  to  them  the  breath  of  life — the 
daily  bread  they  ted  upon.  The  opposition  to  this 
measure,  Mr.  S.  said,  sprung  from  two  sources: 
The  commercial  interest  on  the  seaboard,  and  the 
cotton  and  tobacco  planting  interest  in  the  South; 
the  first  from  an  unfounded,  though  sincere  appre- 
hension, that  it  would  diminish  the  business  and 
increase  the  burdens  of  commerce  and  navigation; 
the  second  from  an  apprehension,  no  doubt  equally 
sincere,  but  equally  unfounded,  that,  if  we  cease 
to  purchase  from  Europe  what  we  can  and  ought 
to  make  for  ourselves,  Europe  will  cease  to  pur- 
chase their  cotton  and  tobacco,  which  now  con- 
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stituted  three-fourths  of  the  whole  agricultural 
exports  of  this  Union.      These  two  powerful  in- 
terests had  hitherto  governed  this  nation,  and  dic- 
tated its  policy.    The  interior,  and  the  West,  until 
lately,  constituting  but  a  small  part  of  the  great 
concern,  of  course  had  to  submit ;  but,  having  now 
arrived  at  the  age  of  discretion,  they  claimed  a 
right  to  participate  in  the  administration  of  the 
Government.     They  were  opposed  to  the  present 
ruinous  system  of  policy,  which  was  predicated 
on  a  state  of  war  in  Europe.     While  all  Europe 
was  in  arms — when  Kings,  abandoning  all  other 
pursuits,  were  contending  in   fields  of  blood  for 
kingdoms,  crowns,  and  diadems,  the  United  States, 
enjoying  an  unbounded  market,  grew  rich  at  their 
expense.     But  Europe  had  changed  in  her  condi- 
tion; instead  of  universal  war,  there  is  now  uni- 
versal peace;  millions  of  men  had  exchanged  the 
sword  for  the  plough;  had  quit  war  and  went  to 
work;  instead  of  consumers  they  had  become  pro- 
ducers; instead  of  customers  had  become  rivals; 
and  our  produce  was  not  only  excluded  from  Eu- 
rope, but  the  rival  commodities  had,  in  many  in- 
stances, followed  us  to  our  own  shores.     During 
the  last  year  even  wheat,  potatoes,  oats,  &c.,  had 
been  imported  in  considerable  quantities;  and  it 
had  become  necessary  to  protect  ourselves,  by  du- 
ties, against  these  importations;   and  even   this 
(the  proposed  duty  of  twenty-five  cents  on  wheat) 
had  been  opposed  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Mas-^achusetts,  (.Mr.   Webster.)  on   the  ground 
that  the  importation  of  foreign  wheat  gave  addi- 
tional employment  to  our  mills,  and  increased  the 
business  on  our  canals.   Our  own  iron  works  were 
also  to  be  abandoned,  to  import  our  iron  from  Rus- 
sia, for  the  sake  of  employing  our  "  commerce  and 
navigation  !"     This,  he  said,  appeared  to  him  to 
be  about  as  wise  as  it  would  be  in  a  Pennsylvania 
farmer,  who,  having  a  mill  on  his  own  farm,  yet 
carried  his  grain  a  hundred   miles  into  Virginia 
to  have  it  ground,  for  the  sake  of  employing  his 
wagon  and  horses !     Would  it  not  be  better  for 
the  farmer  to  sell  his  wagon,  or  employ  it  in  some 
other  way  ?    And  so  he  would  say  to  the  mer- 
chant. 

But,  sir,  look  at  the  effects  of  this  policy— this 
system  of  free  trade — '  buying  where  we  can  buy 
cheapest."  Look  to  what  it  has  brought  this 
once  happy  and  prosperous  land.  With' a  Gov- 
ernment the  cheapest,  the  freest,  and  the  best  upon 
earth;  with  a  country  possessing  every  advantage 
of  climate,  situation,  and  soil;  yet  filled  with 
monuments  of  misery  and  wretchedness,  of  gen- 
eral embarrassment,  and  bankruptcy,  and  ruin. 
Peace  brought  no  relief  to  the  farmer— none  to 
the  manufacturer ;  to  them  it  brought  no  bless- 
ings ;  to  the  country  at  large  it  presented  a  cheer- 
less prospect— of  agriculture  depressed,  manufac- 
tures ruined,  and  the  energies  of  the  nation  re- 
laxed,  broken,  and  prostrate.  And  even  commerce, 
we  are  told  by  the  honorable  gentleraau  from  Mas^ 
sachusetts,  (Mr.  Webster,  though  he  contends 
that  the  country  was  never  in  a  more  prosperous 
condition,)  is  "  scarcely  able  to  keep  its  head  above 
water."  Sir,  all  the  great  interests  of  the  country 
are  at  the  lowest  point  of  depression  ;  they  are 


struggling  for  life — sinking  with  agriculture,  the 
basis  and  foundation  of  all.  into  a  common  grave. 
And  why  was  this  land  of  freedom,  this  home  of 
liberty,  thus  clouded  and  o'ercast  with  this  dark 
gloom  and  despondence,  without  a  ray  of  hope  to 
lighten  or  to  cheer  the  long  vista  of  futurity  ? 
There  was  no  war,  no  famine,  no  plague,  no  taxes 
in  the  land.     Could  the  cause  then  be  doubtful? 
Did  it  not  evidently  result  from  our  present  ruin- 
ous system  of  policy  ?     Was  it  not  because  the 
national  industry  was  unprotected  ? — because  we 
looked  to  Europe,  instead  of  our  own  people,  our 
own  resources,  for  the  supply  of  our  wants? — be- 
cause we  buy  from  abroad  almost  every  thing  we 
eat,  and  drink,  and  wear  ?     Look  at  the  national 
currency,   reduced,   says    the    Secretary    of    the 
Treasury,  in  three  years,  from  110  to  45  millions 
of  dollars — all  gone,  together  with  the  evidences 
of  the  public  debt,  government,  canal,  and  bank 
stocks,  to  pay  part  of  the  debt  due  to  foreign  mer- 
chants and  manufacturers,  to  whom  it  was  esti- 
mated that  we  were  still  in   debt  92  millions  of 
dollars;  more  than  double  the  whole  currency  of 
the  country.     Our  imports  increased,  and  our  ex- 
ports diminished.     In  1815  and  1816,  our  imports 
amounted  to  the  enormous  sum  of  244  millions, 
and  our  exports  to  only  134  millions.     Property 
of  almost  every  kind,  and  in  almost  every  part  of 
the  country,  with  which  he  was  acquainted,  de- 
preciated more  than  1<»0  per  cent.;  the  migration 
of    foreign   skill    and    capital   into   the    country 
checked  ;  eight  millions  of  dollars  of  revenue  lost 
by  the  surrender  of  public  lands;  sales  stopped, 
and  the  price  reduced  to  SI  25;  the  manufactu- 
ring establishments,  erected  throughout  the  coun- 
try during  the  war,  abandoned  and  dilapidating; 
insolvencies,  sales,   and    sacrifices,    had   become 
common  and  familiar  matters  of  every  day's  oc- 
currence ;  while  all  the  efforts  of  State  legislation 
to  administer  relief  had  proved  unavailing;  the 
disease  was  beyond  their  reach  ;  it  was  national, 
and  required  a  national  remedy.     That  remedy, 
he  said,  was  contained  in  the  bill  under  consider- 
ation, and  he  hoped  to  see  it  speedily  and  success- 
fully applied.     It  was  true  it  had  been  called  by 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Gar.nett)  a 
"  bitter  pill  ;'  he  believed,  however,  that  the  best 
medicines  were  not  always  the  most  pleasant ; 
and  it  was  certainly  better  to  take  even  a  "bitter 
pill,"  than  perish.     But  it  certainly  could   not, 
with  propriety,   be  pronounced   bitter,  since  the 
honorable  Speaker   had  just  thrown  in   such  a 
vast  quantity  of  molasses. 

The  strong  ground,  however,  on  which  this 
measure  was  met  and  opposed  was,  that  it  would 
operate  injuriously  on  the  interests  of  the  sugar,/ 
cotton,  and  tobacco  planters  of  the  South  ;  that 
it  would  increase  the  price  of  the  coarse  fabrics 
with  which  they  clothe  their  slaves,  &c.  This 
argument  takes  for  granted  the  fact  in  contro- 
versy ;  a  fact  which  he  could  not  admit,  viz.,  that 
this  measure  would  enhance  the  price  of  the  arti- 
cle manufactured.  This  he  denied  ;  and  insisted 
that  .New  England  could,  and  would,  manufac- 
ture the  raw  materials  of  our  own  country  cheaper 
than  it  could  be  done  in  Europe,  after  being  irans- 
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ported  3,000  miles,  and  encountering  all  the  ex- 
penses of  shipping  and  reshipping,  excises,  im- 
posts, Ac,  to  which  it  was  subjected.  When  it 
was  proposed  to  increase  the  duty  upon  coarse 
cottons,  this  same  objection,  that  it  was  "  taxing 
the  many  for  the  benefit  of  the  few,"  was  echoed 
in  newspapers,  speeches,  and  memorials,  from 
Maine  to  Georgia.  The  duty  was  nevertheless 
imposed  ;  and  what  has  been  the  result  ?  Coarse 
cottons,  of  superior  quality,  are  now  manufactured 
in  this  country,  for  one-half  the  price  formerly 
paid  to  Great  Britain  ;  and  now,  instead  of  im- 
porting, we  exported,  last  year,  to  the  amount  of 
^545,UC)0  worth  to  foreign  countries,  after  sup- 
plying the  home  consumption,  amounting  to  many 
millions;  which  was  saved  and  distributed  among 
our  own  farmers  and  cotton  growers,  instead  of 
going  to  Europe  to  reward  foreign  industry  in- 
stead of  our  own.  The  same  result  had  attended 
every  thing  that  had  received  adequate  protec- 
tion— leather,  nails,  wood,  umbrellas,  shoes,  boots, 
hats,  &.C. ;  and,  from  estimates  made,  it  appeared 
that  we  saved  by  the  manufacture  of  shoes,  boots, 
and  hats,  alone,  upwards  of  834,000,000  per  an- 
num. He  therefore  felt  warranted,  by  uniform 
experience,  in  the  opinion,  that  the  articles  pro- 
posed to  be  protected  by  this  bill — cotton,  iron, 
coarse  woollens,  hemp,  dec.  would  ultimately, 
and  at  no  distant  period,  be  furnished  cheaper  of 
American  than  foreign  manufacture.  If  there 
was  any  certainty  in  the  laws  of  cause  and  effect, 
this  result  was  inevitable.  But  the  establishment 
of  manufactories  of  cotton,  &c.,  would  not  only 
afford  a  market  for  grain  and  other  provisions, 
but  also  for  the  cotton  of  the  South;  for  the  time 
might  come,  and  was  perhaps  not  distant,  when 
the  planter  of  the  South  might  share  the  fate  of 
the  farmers  of  the  Western  and  Middle  Slale^. 
They,  too,  might  be  deprived  of  their  European 
market,  which  might  be  interrupted  and  cut  oU, 
not  only  by  war,  and  the  many  other  vicissitudes 
that  interrupt  the  intercourse  between  nations,  but 
it  was  a  fact  of  serious  import  to  the  South,  that  | 
the  culture  of  cotton  was  rapidly  extending  itself,  ] 
not  only  in  the  British  islands,  but  also  in  Egypt  I 
and  South  America.  Since  1818,  the  price  had 
fallen,  as  appeared  by  the  English  prices  current, 
from  28  to  7  cents  a  pound  ;  our  flour  had  also, 
owing  to  the  glut  of  the  market,  fallen  from  SS  and 
SIO  a  barrel,  to  S4  50 ;  and  tobacco  from  §185 
to  ^75  per  hogshead. 

These  were  &ome  of  ih^  effects  of  a  general 
peace  in  Europe,  and  they  furnished  powerful  ar- 
guments in  favor  of  the  abandonment  of  a  policy 
subject  to  such  ruinous  vicissitudes;  and  pointing 
out  the  necessity  of  adopting  a  permanent  system 
of  American  policy,  which  should  extend  protec- 
tion and  encouragement  to  American  industry, 
and  look  to  American  means  for  the  supply  of 
American  wanYs;  and  if  there  was  any  nation 
under  the  sun  capable  of  supplying  all  its  own 
wants,  he  contended  it  was  this.  It  was  as  incon- 
sistent, he  said,  with  our  interest,  as  it  was  incom- 
patible with  our  honor  and  independence,  to  look 
to  the  crowned  heads  of  Europe — the  Holy  Alli- 
ance, for  either  the  means  of  national  defence  or 


national  subsistence;  our  fathers  had  achieved 
their  independence  in  vain,  if  it  was  thus  to  be 
compromised  and  "sold  for  a  mess  of  pottage." 
What  did  we  not  suffer,  during  the  late  war,  for 
want  of  necessary  supplies  ?  it  cost  you  at  least 
one  hundred  per  cent,  more  to  clothe  a  soldier 
than  it  does  at  present.  And  the  humiliating  spec- 
tacle was  presented  to  the  world,  of  an  American 
Minister  applying  to  Congress  to  suspend  the  non- 
intercourse,  to  enable  us  to  get  from  our  enemies 
blankets,  to  fulfil  our  treaty  stipulations  with  the 
Indians!  This  state  of  things  soon  forced  into 
existence  every  variety  of  manufactures.  Millions 
of  capital  was  promptly  invested,  which  relieved 
the  nation.  But,  as  soon  as  peace  was  restored, 
Congress,  by  an  act  of  the  most  flagrant  injustice, 
instead  of  extending  protection  to  those  who  re- 
lieved them  in  the  hour  of  need,  repealed  the  du- 
ties, and  enabled  the  enemy  to  crush  them  at  once, 
by  throwing  into  our  market  a  supply  of  goods 
equal  to  two  years'  consumption  ;  the  customs  that 
year  (l8lG)amounted  to  thirty  six  millions,  where- 
as, in  1S20,  (four  years  afterwards,)  they  amount- 
ed to  but  twelve  millions.  In  1815  and  1816,  our 
imports,  he  repealed,  amounted  to  244  millions, 
and  our  exports  to  only  134.  Great  Britain  thus, 
by  a  single  blow,  did  more  to  prostrate  and  destroy 
American  wealth,  independence,  and  power,  than 
they  could  have  effected  by  a  ten  years'  war.  We 
were  thus  at  once  reduced  to  our  former  depend- 
ent, colonial,  and  tributary  condition.  Bui  he 
hoped  the  period  had  now  arrived  when  these 
shackles,  forged  and  riveted  by  foreign  hands,  were 
to  be  broken  asunder;  when  this  nation,  taking  a 
high,  a  dignified,  and  independent  stand,  summon- 
ing forth  her  own  boundless  resources,  should  tell 
the  kings  of  Europe  thai  she  would  no  longer 
•  pay  mem  tribute."  When  the  South  and  the 
West  would  look  to  Nev:  England,  instead  of  GUI 
Eiiglaiui,  for  a  market  and  supply  for  an  exchange 
of  equivalents,  thus  strengthening  the  bonds  that 
unite  us,  by  the  strong  ties  of  interest  and  inter- 
course. 

And,  in  conclusion,  he  would  beg  leave  to  ap- 
peal to  the  liberality,  the  magnanimity,  to  the  pat- 
riotism of  the  enlightened  Representatives  of  the 
South,  who,   under   an   ample   protection,  were 
basking  in  the  sunshine  of  prosperity;   and   he 
would  ask  them,  in  a  spirit  of  frankness  and  con- 
ciliation, whether  they  could  reconcile  it  to  their 
consciences  to  withhold  the  trifling  protection  of- 
fered in  this  bill  to  the  suffering  farmers  and  man- 
ufacturers of  the  interior  and  the  West?     He 
would   appeal   to  the   distinguished   Representa- 
tives of  the  sugar  planters  of  Louisiana,  who,  with 
a  protecting  duty  of  three  cents  a  pound  on  sugar, 
were  rapidly    acquiring  unbounded   wealth  and 
princely  fortunes.     He  would  also  appeal,  with 
the  same  friendly  feelings,  to  the  liberality,  nay, 
he  would  say  to  the  justice  of  the  gentlemen  from 
the  North,  who  so  ably   represented,   upon  this 
floor,  the  interests  of  "commerce  and  navigation," 
the  favored  few,  and  he  would  ask  ihem  whether, 
wliile  they  were  protected  and  defended,  not  mere- 
ly by  enormous  discriminating  duties,  but  also  at 
the  expense  of  millions  of  the  public  treasure — at 
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the  expense  of  the  best  and  richest  blood  of  this 
country — they  would  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  the  calls 
of  the  farmers  and  manufacturers,  the  great  mass 
of  the  community,  for  protection,  not  by  the  sword 
or  the  purse  of  the  nation,  but  by  a  simple  act  of 
legislation — by  the  passage  of  this  bill.     Sir,  said 
Mr.  S,,  I  hope  and  trust  the  protection  they  ask 
will  be  granted,  and  granted  by  the  votes  of  some 
of  the  gentlemen,  at  least,  to  whose  liberality,  to 
whose  justice,  to   whose  patriotism,   he  had  ap- 
pealed.    He  hoped  the  present  destructive  system 
of  policy  would  now  be  abandoned;  and,  upon  its 
ruins,  there  would  arise  a  system  of  American 
policy,  protecting  and   cherishing  American  in- 
dustry; a  policy  which,  in  his  conscience,  he  be- 
lieved would  alone  save  this  nation  from  ultimate 
bankruptcy,  and  raise  it  to  that  proud  pre-emi- 
nence among  the  nations  of  the  earth,  to  which 
the  distinguished  advantages  derived  not  only  from 
the  valor  of  our  forefathers,  but  from  nature,  and 
from  nature's  God,  give  us  a  just  right  to  aspire. 
When  Mr.  Stewart  had  concluded — 
The  question  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays  at  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  before  four  o'clock,  when  the 
House  agreed  to  the  reduction— ayes  120,  nays  85, 
as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Abbot,  .Ale.ianJer  of  Virginia.  Allen 
of  Massachusetts,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  .\rcher,  Baylies, 
Barber  of  Connecticut,  P.  P.  Barbour,  J.  S.  Barbour. 
Bartlett,  Bassett,  Breck,  Brent,  Buck,  Buckner,  Bur- 
leigh, Burton,  Cady,  Cambreleng,  Campbell  of  South 
Carolina,  Carter,  Cary,  Clark,  Cobb.  Cocke,  Conner, 
Crowninshield,  Culpeper,  Cushman,  Cuthbert,  Day, 
Durfee.  Dwinell,  Dwight,  Eaton.  EJdy,  Edwards  of 
IVorth  Carolina,  Floyd,  Foot  of  Connecticut,  Foote  of 
New  York,  Forsyth,  Frost,  Fuller,  Garnelt,  Gatlin, 
Gist,  Govan,  Hall,  Hamilton,  Harvey,  Hay  ward,  Her- 
rick,  Hobart,  Hogeboom,  Hooks,  Jenkins,  Kent,  Kid- 
der, Lathrop,  Lawrence,  Lee,  Leftwich.  Lincoln, 
Litchfield,  Livermore,  Livingston,  Locke.  Long,  Long- 
fellow,  McCoy,  McDutBe,  McKee,  McKim,  .Mangum, 
Matron,  Mercer,  Mitchell  of  .Maryland,  Moore  of  .Ala- 
bama, Neale,  Nelson,  Newton,  O'Brien,  Owen,  Pluiuer 
of  New  Hampshire,  Poinsett,  Prince,  Randolph,  Kan- 
kin,  Reed,  Reynolds,  Saunders.  Sibley,  .\rlhur  Smith, 
Alexander  Smyth,  William  Smith,  Spaight,  Spence, 
A.  Stevenson,  J.  Stevenson.  Stoddard,  Taliaferro,  Tatt- 
nall, Ten  Eyck,  Thompson  of  Georgia,  Thomp!»on  of 
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Rich.  Rogers,  Row,  Sandford,  Scott,  Shtrpe,  Sloane, 
Standefer,  Sterling,  Stewart,  Strong,  Swan.  Taylor, 
Teat,  Tod,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Udree,  Vance  of  Ohio,  Van 
Wyck,  Vinton,  Wayne,  Whitman,  Whittlesey,  White, 
James  WiUon,  Henry  Wilson,  Wood,  Woods,  and 
Wright. 

A  motion  to  adjourn  was  then  made,  and  car- 
ried— Ayes  102,  noes  IH). 
So  the  House  adjourned. 


Satirday,  April  10. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Owen,  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  making  provision  by  law  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  naval  officer  and  surveyor  of  the 
port  of  Mobile  ;  and  to  make  such  other  provisions 
relative  to  said  port  as  may  aid  commerce  and 
secure  the  revenue. 

Mr.  Whittle.sey  laid  the  following  resolutions 
on  the  table  for  consideration  on  Monday,  viz: 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  di- 
rected to  report  to  this  House  the  number  of  non-com- 
missioned oflicers  and  privates  of  the  marine  corps  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  where  stationed 
or  performing  duty. 

2.  Resolved,   That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  di-  ' 
rectcd  to  report  to  this   House  the  amount  paid  the 
lieutenant  colonel  of  the  marine  corps,  the  past  year, 
for  his  monthly  pay  and  emoluments  of  office. 

Mr.  WicKLiFPE  moved  the  following  resolution  : 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  .Military  Affairs 
be  instructed  t.i  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  allowing 
to  the  heirs  of  Aaron  HutT.  late  a  private  in  the  Uni- 
ted States  .\rmy,  the  privilege  of  commuting  the 
bounty  lands  for  money,  according  to  the  provisions 
of  the  act  of  Congress  heretofore  in  force. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and,  on  the  question 
being  put,  was  disagreed  to  by  the  Hou.se. 

The  Hou.se  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution 
submitted  by  Mr.  Warpield  on  the  (ith  instant; 
and  the  same  being  modified,  was  agreed  to,  as 
follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  submitted  to  this  House  a 
statement  of  the  .several  purchases  of  real  estate  in 
behalf  of  the  United  States  within  the  territorial  lim- 
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Kentucky,  lomlinson.  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of!  its  of  any  State,  since  the  4th  dav  of  July,  1776    for 
South  Carolina,  Tyson,  Vance  of  North  Carolina,  Van     public  purposes,  in  pursuance  of  iny  act  of  Coojrress 
Rensselaer.  W^arfield.   Wel,»ter.   Whhml^    \VioH;flr.     or  by  any  department  or  officer  of  the  General   Gov'. 

ernment.  denoting  in  each  case  the  particular  author- 
ity under  which  each  purchase  was  made;  its  date, 
and  the  end  or  use  for  which  it  was  effected  ;  the' 
nature  of  the  estate  thereby  acquired  ;  and  the  person 


Rensselaer,  Warfield,  Wel)»ter,  Whipple,  Wickliffe, 
Williams  of  New  York,  Williams  of  Virginia.  Wil- 
liams of  North  CaroUna,  Wilson  of  South  Carohna. 
and  Wilson  of  Ohio. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander  of  Tennessee, 
Allison,  Bartley,  Beecher,  Blair,  Bradley,  Brown, 
Buchanan,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Cassedy,  Collin?,  Con- 
diet,  Cook,  Crafts,  Craig.  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania, 
Ellis,  Farrelly,  Findlay,  Forward,  Garrison,  Gazlay, 
Harris,  Hayden,  Hemphill,  Henry,  Herkimer,  Hol- 
combe,  Houston,  Isacks,  Johnson  of  Virginia.  J.  T. 
Johnson,  F.  Johnson,  Kremer.  Letcher,  Livermore, 
McArlhur.  .McKean,  .McLane  of  Delaware,   McLean 


or  persons  by  whom  and  to  whom  such  estate  was 
conveyed ;  together  with  the  fact  whether  such  pur- 
chase was  or  was  not  accompanied  with  the  express 
consent  of  the  State  of  whose  territory  such  real  estate 
constituted  a  part;  and  in  the  former  case  whether 
any,  and  if  any  what,  special  jurisdiction  accompanied 
the  cession  or  conveyance. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
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of  Ohio,  Mallary,  Markley,  Mart.t.dale,  Marvin,  Mat-    that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill    entitled  '^An 
lack.  .MetcaUe     lUIer.  .Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania,  Moore  '  act  to  abolish   imprisonment  lor  debt  •''nwhfcS 
of  Kentucky  Morgan,  Patterson  ol  Pennsylvania.  Pat-    they  ask  the  Concurrence  of  thi^  House 
tersun  ol    Ohio.  Plumer  o.  Pennsylvania,    Richards.        /ir.  IU.ndo.ph  moved  thlt    he  re  olution  sub- 
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mitted  by  him  some  days  since,  to  reduce  the  per 
diem  compensation  of  members  of  Congress  to 
SIX  dollars,  should  now  be  taken  into  consideration. 

The  question  being  put,  the  House  refused  to 
consider  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Randolph  then  remarked  that  he  thought 
this  a  subject  of  so  much  importance  that  he 
skould  feel  it  his  duty  to  press  it  upon  the  notice 
of  the  House  so  long  as  he  had  the  honor  of  a 
seat  there. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

The  unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  being  the 
further  consideration  of  the  amendments  agreed 
to  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  the  bill  "to 
amend  the  several  acts  for  imposing  duties  on  im- 
ports," was  again  taken  up. 

Two  or  three  material  amendments  to  strike 
out  or  reduce  certain  item.<!,  were  agreed  to  by  the 
House. 

The  question  l)eing  put  on  concurring  in  the 
insertion  of  the  following  clause:  "On  all  other 
fire  arms,  and  on  side  arms,  30  per  cent,  ad  valo- 
rem." Mr.  Ra.ndolph  said,  he  could  not  consent 
that  the  people  should  be  taxed,  even  if  it  were  but 
a  penny  or  two  a  pound  upon  tea,  without  know- 
ing who  taxed  them  ;  he,  therefore,  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  upon  the  question,  The  yeas  and 
nays  were  accordingly  taken,  as  follows : 

Ykas — Mes-^rs.  Adams,  Alexander  of  Tennessee, 
Allen  of  Massachusetts,  Allison,  Baylies,  Barber  of 
Connecticut.  Bartley.  Breck,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Buck, 
Buckner,  Burleigh,  Cady,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Carter, 
Cassedy,  Clark,  Collins,  Condict,  Cook,  Crafts, 
Craig,  Crowninshield,  Day,  Durfee,  Dwight,  Eaton. 
Eddy.  Ellis.  Findlay,  Foot  of  Connecticut,  Foote  of 
New  V'ork,  Forward.  Frost.  Garrison.  Gazlay,  Govan. 
Harris,  Harvey,  Hayden.  Hemphill.  Henry.  Herrick, 
Herkimer,  Hogeboom.  Holcoiube,  Houston.  Isacks, 
Jenkins,  Johnson  of  Virginia.  Kidder.  Kremer,  La- 
throp, Lawrence,  Letcher,  Little,  Livermore,  Locke, 
Longfellow,  McArlhur,  .McDutfie,  McKini,  McLane 
of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Mallary,  Markley, 
Martindale,  Marvin,  Matlack.  MaUon,  Metcalfe,  Mil- 
ler, Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania,  .Mitchell  of  Maryland, 
Moore  of  Kentucky,  .Morgan,  O'Brien,  Patterson  of 
Pennsylvania,  Patterson  of  Ohio,  Plumer  of  New 
Hampshire,  Plumer  of  Pennsylvania,  Prince,  Reed, 
Reynolds,  Richards,  Rich,  Rogers,  Rose,  Ross,  Sharpe, 
Sibley.  Sloane,  Standefer,  Sterling,  Stewart,  Stod- 
dard, Storrs,  Strong,  Swan.  Taylor,  Ten  Eyck,  Test, 
Thompson  of  Kentucky,  Tod,  Tomlinson,  Tracy, 
Trimble,  Tyson,  Udree,  Vance  of  Ohio,  Van  Rensse- 
laer, Van  Wyck,  Vinton,  Wayne,  Whipple,  Whit- 
man,  Whittlesey,  White,  Wickliffe.  James  Wilson, 
Henry  Wilson,  Wilson  of  Ohio,  and  Wright — 123. 

Nats — Messrs.  Abbot,  .Mexanderof  Virginia,  Allen 
of  Tennessee,  P.  P.  Barbour,  J.  S.  Barbour,  Bart- 
lett, Bassett,  Brent,  Burton,  Cambreleng,  Campbell 
of  South  ('arolina.  Carter,  Cary,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Con- 
ner, Culpeper,  Cushman,  Dwinell,  Edwards  of  North 
Carolinii.  Floyd,  Fuller.  Gatlin,  Gist,  Hall,  Hamilton, 
Hay  ward.  Hooks,  Kent,  Lee,  Leftwich,  Litchfield, 
Long,  McCoy,  Mangum,  Moore  of  Alabama,  Neale, 
Owen,  Poinsett,  Randolph,  Rankin,  Saunders,  Sand- 
ford,  Arthur  Smith,  William  Smith,  Spaight,  A.  Ste- 
venson. J.  Stephenson,  Taliaferro.  Tattnall,  Thomp- 
son of  Georgia,  Tucker  ofVirginia,  Tucker  of  South 


Carolina,  Vance  of  North  Carolina.  Warfield,  Wil- 
liams  of  New  York,  WiUiaros  of  Virginia,  Williams 
of  N.  Carolina,  and  Wilson  of  South  Carolina — 69. 

So  the  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

Several  other  amendments,  to  reduce  the  pro- 
posed duly  on  scythes,  to  strike  out  the  duty 
on  fowling  pieces,  drawing  knives,  «tc.,  were 
agreed  to. 

On  the  amendment  which  proposes  to  strike  out 
the  duty  of  25  cents  each  on  frying  pans,  and  in- 
sert four  cents  per  pound,  as  the  duty,  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph said,  this  also  was  a  tax  on  the  people,  and 
he  must  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  it.  A  short 
discussion  took  place  upon  the  propriety  of  this 
amendment,  between  Messrs.  McDcrnE,  Tod, 
Ca.mbreleng,  and  Sharpe.  The  question  was 
then  taken, and  decided  as  follows: 

Veas — Messrs.  Abbot,  Adams,  Alexander  of  Vir- 
giiii.1,  Alexander  of  Tennessee.  Allen  of  Massachu- 
setts. .\lli8on.  Baylies.  Barber  of  Connecticut.  P.  P. 
Barbour,  J.  S.  Barbour.  Bartlett,  Bartley.  Blair,  Brad- 
ley.  Breck,  Brent,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Buck,  Buckner, 
Burleigh,  Burton,  Cady.  Cambreleng,  Campbell  of 
8.  Carolina,  Campbell  of  Ohio.  Cary,  Cassedy,  Clark, 
Cobb,  Cocke,  Collins,  Condict,  Cook,  Conner,  Crafts, 
Crais?.  Crowninshield.  Culpeper.  Cushman.  Cuthbert. 
Day.  Durfee,  Dwinell.  Dwight,  Eaton.  Eddy,  Ellis, 
Findjay,  Floyd,  Foot  of  Connecticut,  Foote  of  New 
York,  Forward, Frost,  Fuller.  Garrison,  Gatlin,  Gailay, 
Govan,  Harris,  Harvey,  Hayden,  Hayward,  Hemp- 
hill, Henry.  Herkimer,  Hobart,  Hogeboom,  Hol- 
combe,  Hooks,  Houston,  Jenkins,  Johnson  of  Virgi- 
nia, F.  Johnson,  Kent,  Kidder,  Kremer,  Lathrop, 
Lawrence,  Lee,  Leftwich,  Letcher,  Lincoln,  Litch- 
field, Little,  Livermore,  Locke,  Long,  Longfellow, 
McArlhur,  McDuffie,  McKim.  McLane  of  Delaware, 
McLean  of  Ohio,  Mallary,  Markley,  Martindale,  Mar- 
vin, Matlack,  Matson,  Metcalfe,"  Mitchell  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Mitchell  of  Maryland,  Moore  of  Kentucky, 
Moore  of  Alabama,  Morgan,  Neale,  Nelson,  Newton, 
O'Brien,  Owen,  Patterson  of  Pennsylvania,  Patterson 
of  Ohio,  Plumer  of  New  Hampshire,  Plumer  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Poinsett,  Rankin,  Reed,  Reynolds,  Richards, 
Rich,  Rogers,  Rose,  Sandford,  Scott,  Sharpe,  Sibley, 
Sloane,  Standefer,  Sterling,  J.  Stephenson,  Stewart, 
Stoddard,  Storrs,  Strong,  Swan,  Tatnall,  Taylor,  Ten 
Eyck.  Test.  Thompson  of  Kentucky,  Tod,  Tom- 
linson, Tracy,  Trimble,  Tyson,  Udree.  Vance  of 
North  Carolina,  Vance  of  Ohio,  Van  Rensselaer, 
Van  Wyck,  Vinton,  Warfield,  Wayne,  Whipple, 
Whitman,  Whittlesey,  White,  Wickliffe,  Williams 
of  New  York,  Williams  of  North  Carolina,  James 
Wilson,  Henry  WiUon,  Wilson  of  Ohio,  Wood, 
Woods,  and  Wright — 168. 

Nats — .Messrs.  Bassett,  Carter,  Edwards  of  North 
Carolina,  Forsyth,  Gist,  Hall,  Hamilton,  Herrick, 
Isacks,  McCoy,  Mangum,  Mercer,  Randolph,  Ross,  - 
Saunders,  Arthur  Smith,  William  Smith,  Spaight, 
Spence,  A.  Stevenson.  Taliaferro.  Thompson  of 
Georgia,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Williams  of  South 
Carolina,  and  Wilson  of  South  Carolina — 25. 

So  this  amendment,  also,  was  concurred  in. 

The  several  amendments,  proposing  to  strike 
out  the  duty  on  griddles  and  gridirons,  on  indigo, 
and  on  Prussian  blue,  and  to  increase  the  duty  on 
Epsom  salts  from  three  to  four  cents  per  lb.,  and 
to  insert  a  duty  on  rape  seed  oil,  were  severally 
agreed  to. 
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The  question  being  put  on  concurring  in  the 
insertion  of  the  clause,  "On  molasses  ten  cents  per 
gallon,"  was  decided  as  follows: 

YsAR — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Al- 
exandpr  of  Tennessee,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Allison, 
J.  8.  Barbour,  Blair,  Brent,  Brown,  Buckner,  Camp- 
bell of  Sooth  Carolina,  Carter,  Gary,  Clark,  Cohb, 
Cocke,  Collins,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Gist, 
Govan,  Hayden,  Houston,  Isacks,  F.  Johnson,  Kent, 
Kremer,  Lathrop,  Lee,  Leftwich,  Letcher.  Livingston, 
Long,  McArthur,  McCoy,  McDuffie,  McLean  of  Ohio, 
Metcalfe,  Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania,  Moore  of  Ken- 
tucky, Moore  of  Alabama,  Prince,  Rankin,  Rogers, 
Bote,  Ross,  Sandford,  Scott,  Arthur  Smith.  Alexander 
Smyth,  William  Smith.  Standefer,  Storrs,  Tattnall, 
Thompson  of  Georgia,  Thompson  of  Kentucky,  Tracy, 
Trimble,  Udree,  Vance  of  North  Carolina,  Vance  of 
Ohio,  Wayne.  White,  WicklilTe,  Williams  of  Virginia, 
and  Henry  Wilson — 65. 

Nats — Messrs.  Abbot,  Allen  of  Massachusetts, 
Archer,  Baylies,  Barber  of  Connecticut,  P.  P.  Barbour, 
Bartletl,  Bartley,  Bradley,  Breck,  Buchanan,  Buck, 
Burleigh,  Cady,  Cambreleng,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Cas- 
sedy,  Condict,  Conner.  Cook,  Crafts,  Craig,  Crown- 
inshield,  Culpeper.  Cushman.  Cuthbert,  Day,  Durfee, 
Dwinell,  Dwight,  Eaton,  Eddy,  Findiay,  Floyd,  Foot 
of  Connecticut.  Foote  of  New  York,  Forsyth,  For- 
ward. Frost,  Fuller,  Garrison,  Garnett,  Gatlin.  Gaz- 
lay.  Hall,  Hamilton,  Harris.  Harvey.  Hay  ward,  Hemp- 
hill, Henry,  Herrick,  Herkimer,  Hobart,  Hogeboora, 
Halcombe,  Hooks,  Jenkins,  Johnson  of  Virginia.  Kid- 
der, Lawrence,  Lincoln,  Litchfield,  Little,  Livermore, 
Locke,  I-onRfellow,  McKean,  McKim,  McLane  of 
Delaware,  Mangum,  Mallary,  Markley,  Martindale, 
Marvin,  Mallack,  Matson,  Mercer,  Miller,  Mitchell  of 
Maryland.  Morgan,  Neale,  Nelson,- Newton,  O'Brien, 
Owen,  Patterson  of  Pennsylvania,  Patterson  of  Ohio, 
Plumer  of  New  Hampshire.  Plumer  of  Pennsylvania, 
Poinsett,  Randolph,  Reed,  Reynolds,  Richards,  Rich, 
Saunders,  Sharpe,  Sibley,  Sloane,  Spaight,  Spence, 
Sterling,  A.  Stevenson,  J.  Stephenson,  Stewart,  Stod- 
dard, Strong.  Swan,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Ten  Eyck, 
Test,  Tod,  Tomlinson,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker 
of  South  Carolina,  Tyson,  Van  Rensselaer,  Van 
Wyck,  Vinton,  Warfield,  Whipple.  Whittlesey,  Wil- 
liams  of  New  York,  Williams  of  North  Carolina, 
James  Wilson,  Wilson  of  South  Carolina,  Wilson  of 
Ohio,  Wood,  Woods,  and  Wright— 132. 

So  this  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  next  amendment,  proposing  to  strike  out 
the  second  section  of  the  bill,  which  provides  that 
"  in  all  cases  whatsoever,  all  articles  composed  or 
'  mixed  of  various  materials,  shall  pay  the  highest 
'  duty  to  which  articles  manufactured  from  any 
'  of  such  materials  are  subject,"  was  agreed  to. 

The  amendment  proposing  to  strike  out  the 
third  section  of  the  bill,  which  provides  that  there 
shall  be  added  to  the  duty  imposed  on  any  article 
the  amount  of  bounty  or  premium  allowed  on 
that  article,  in  the  country  from  which  the  same 
is  exported,  was  decided  as  follows : 

Yr.is — Messrs.  Abbot,  Adams,  .Alexander  of  Vir- 
ginia, Alexander  of  Tennessee,  .Allen  of  Tennessee, 
Archer,  Baylies;,  Barber  of  Connecticut,  P.  P.  Bar- 
k)ur,  J.  S.  Barbour,  Bartlett,  Bassett.  Blair,  Bradley. 
Breck,  Brent,  Buchanan,  Buck,  Buckner,  Burleigh, 
Burton,  Cambreleng,  Campbell  of  South  Carolina. 
Campbell  of  Ohio,  Carter,  Cary,  Clark.   Cobb,  Cocke. 


Collins,  Conner,  Cook.  CrafU,  Craig,  Crowninsbield, 
Culpeper,  Cushman,  Cuthbert,  Day,  Durfee,  Dwinell, 
Dwight,  Eaton,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina, 
Floyd,  Foot  of  Connecticut,  Foote  of  New  York, 
Forsyth,  Frost,  Fuller,  Garnett,  Gatlin,  Gist,  Govan, 
Hall,  Hamilton,  Harris,  Harvey,  Hayden.  Hayward, 
Hemphill,  Henry,  Herrick,  Hobart,  Hoget>oom,  Hooks, 
Houston,  Isacks.  Jenkins,  Kent,  Kidder,  Lathrop, 
Lawrence,  Lee,  Leftwich,  Lincoln,  Litchfield,  Liver- 
more,  Livingston,  Locke,  Long,  Longfellow,  McCoy, 
McDuffie,  McKee,'  .McKim,  McLane  ot  Delaware, 
Mangum,  Mallary,  Matson,  Mercer,  Metcalfe,  Mitch- 
ell of  Pennsylvania,  Mitchell  of  Maryland,  Moore  of 
Alabama.  Morgan,  .N'eale,  Nelson,  Newton,  O'Brien, 
Owen,  Plumer  of  New  Hampt^hire,  Poinsett,  Prince, 
Randolph,  Rankin,  Reed,  Reynolds,  Richards,  Rose, 
Ross,  Sandford,  Scott,  Sharpe,  Sibley,  Arthur  Smith, 
Alexander  Smyth,  William  Smith,  Spaight,  Spence, 
Standefer.  A.  Stevenson,  J.  Stephenson,  I'aliaferro, 
Tattnnll,  Taylor,  Ten  Eyck,  Thompson  of  Georgia, 
Tomlinson,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South 
Carolina,  Vance  of  North  Carolina,  Van  Rensselaer, 
Vinton,  Warfield,  Wayne,  Whipple,  Williams  of 
New  York,  Williams  of  Virginia,  Williams  of  North 
Carolina,  Wilson  of  South  Carolina.  Wilson  of  Ohio, 
and  Wood — 144. 

Nats — Messrs.  Allison,  Brown,  Buckner,  Cady, 
Cassedy,  Condict,  Findiay,  Forward,  Garrison,  Gaz- 
lay,  Herkimer,  Holcoinbe,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  F. 
Johnson,  Kremer,  Letcher,  Little,  .McArthur,  McKean, 
McLean  of  Ohio,  Markley,  .Martindale,  .Marvin,  .Mat- 
lack,  Miller,  .Moore  of  Kentucky,  Patterson  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Patterson  of  Ohio,  Plumer  of  Pennsylvania, 
Rich,  Rogers,  Sloane,  Sterling, Stoddard,  Siorrc,  Strong, 
Swan,  Te>it,  Thompson  of  Kentucky,  Tod,  Tracy, 
Trimble,  Tyson,  L'dree,  Vance  of  Ohio,  Van  Wyck, 
Whitman,  Whittlesey.  White,  Wickliffe,  James  Wil- 
son, Henry  Wilson,  Woods,  and  Wright — 53. 

So  this  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment, proposing  a  new  section  to  the  bill,  to  allow 
a  drawback  on  silk  goods,  which  may  have  been 
unpacked  for  the  purpose  of  dying,  staining,  print- 
ing, or  cleansing  them  from  stains,  dec,  the  same 
as  if  they  had  not  been  so  unpacked,  passed  in  the 
affirmative. 

The  amendment  adopted  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  specifying  the  different  duties  on  wines, 
was  then  taken  up.  Some  remarks  were  made 
upon  this  subject  by  Messrs.  Wright  and  McKim. 

Mr.  McKi.w  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
by  inserting  '*  Burgundy,  Champaigne,  Rhenish, 
and  Tokay,"  as  subject  to  the  same  duty  as  is 
imposed  on  Madeira  wine,  say  70  cents  per  gallon. 
This  was  agreed  to. 

The  same  member  moved  to  exempt  from  the 
operation  of  the  amendment  such  Spanish  wines 
as  were  not  enumerated  in  it,  so  as  to  leave  ihera 
subject  to  the  duty  already  imposed  ;  which  was 
agreed  to. 

The  same  member,  also,  moved  to  reduce  the 
proposed  duty  on  "  Fa yal  and  all  other  wines  from 
the  Western  Mands'  from  40  to  30  cents  per  gal- 
ion.     This  was  not  agreed  to. 

He  then  moved  to  reduce  the  proposed  duty  on 
Malaga  wine  from  30  to  25  cents  per  gallon;  which 
was  also  disagreed  to. 

He  then  moved  to  strike  out  "  50  per  cent,  ad 
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valorem,-'  as  the  duty  to  be  imposed  on  "Claret 
wines,  and  all  other  wines  not  before  enumerated, 
ID  bottles,"  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  ''  30  cents 
per  gallon.-  This  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Web- 
ster and  Miller,  and  supported  by  Mr.  McKim. 
It  was  not  adopted. 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  moved  to  strike  out 
the  clause  imposing  a  duty  on  Claret  and  Malaga 
wines.     The  amendment  was  not  adopted. 

Mr.  Forsyth  then  moved  toamend  the  amend- 
ment by  striking  it  out,  and  inserting  a  new  sec- 
tion, imposing  a  duty  of  50  per  cent,  ad  valorem 
on  all  wines  imported  in  bottles  and  cases;  and 
on  all  wines,  imported  otherwise  than  in  bottles, 
40  per  cent. ;  provided  that  no  duty  on  any  wine 
shall  ever  exceed  lOd  cents  per  gallon.  This  was 
advocated  by  the  mover,  and  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Webster  and  Poin.sett.     It  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  concurring 
in  the  amendment  as  agreed  to  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole  as  amended  by  the  House,  and  was 
decided  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Alexander 
of  Tennessee,  .\llen  of  Massachusetts,  Allen  of  Ten- 
nessee, Archer,  Baylies,  Bartlett,  Bassett,  Blair, 
Breck,  Brent,  Burleigh,  Burton,  ('ampbell  of  South 
Carolina,  Carter,  Crowninsbield,  Culpeper,  Cushman, 
Cuthbert,  Durfee,  Dwight,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  North 
Carolina,  Fuller,  Garnett,  Govan,  Hamilton,  Hayden, 
Hayward,  Hemphill,  Herrick,  Houston,  F.  Johnson, 
Kent,  Lee,  Livermore.  Livinfjston,  Locke,  McCoy, 
McDuflie,  .McKee,  .McLane  of  Delaware,  Mercer,  Mil- 
ler, .Moore  of  Alabama,  Nelson,  Newton,  O'Brien, 
Owen,  Plumer  ofNewJIanipshire,  Poinsett,  Randolph, 
Rankin,  Reed,  Saunders,  Sandford,  Arthur  Smith, 
Spaight,  Taliaferro,  Tattnall,  Tucker  of  Virginia, 
Udree,  Vance  of  South  Carolina,  Vinton,  Webster, 
and  Whipple — 66. 

Nats — Messrs.  Abbot,  Adams,  Allison,  Barber  of 
Connecticut,  P.  P.  Barbour,  J.  S.  Barbour,  Bartley, 
Bradley,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Buck,  Buckner,  Cam- 
breleng, Campbell  of  Ohio,  Cary,  Cassedy,  Cobb, 
Cocke,  Condict,  Conner,  Cook,  Crafts,  Craig,  Day, 
Dwinell,  Eaton,  Findiay,  Floyd,  Foot  of  Connecticut, 
Forsyth,  Forward,  Garrison,  Gatlin,  Gazlay,  Gist, 
Hall,  Harris,  Harvey,  Henry,  Herkimer,  Hogeboom, 
Holcombe,  Hooks,  Isacks,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kid- 
der, Kremer,  Lathrop,  Lawrence,  Leftwich,  Letcher, 
Lincoln,  Litchfield,  Little,  Long,  Longfellow,  Mc- 
Arthur, McKean,  McKim,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Mangum, 
Mallary,  Markley,  Martindale,  Marvin,  Mallack,  Mat- 
son,  Metcalfe,  .Milchell  of  Pennsylvania,  Mitchell  of 
.Maryland,  Moore  of  Kentucky,  .Morgan,  Neale,  Pat- 
terson of  Pennsylvania,  Patterson  of  Ohio,  Plumer  of 
Pennsylvania,  Prince,  Reynolds,  Richards,  Rich, 
Rogers,  Rose,  Ross,  Scott,  Sharpe,  Sloane,  Alexander 
Smyth,  William  Smith,  Spence,  Standefer,  SterUng, 
A.  Stevenson,  J.  Stephenson,  Stewart,  Stoddard, 
Swan,  Taylor,  Ten  Eyck,  Test,  Thompson  of  Georgia, 
Thompson  of  Kentucky,  Tod,  Tomlinson,  Tracy, 
Trimble.  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Tyson,  Viince  of 
Ohio,  Van  Rensselaer,  Van  Wyck,  Warfield,  Wayne, 
Whitman,  Whittlesey,  White,  Wickliffe,  Williams  of 
New  York,  Williams  of  Virginia,  Williams  of  North 
Carolina.  James  Wilson,  Henry  Wilson,  Wilson  of 
South  Carolina,  Wilson  of  Ohio,  Wood,  Woods,  and 
Wright— 1.:6. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 


Mr.  Too  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  ad- 
ding to  the  clause  which  now  reads  thus  :  "  On 
cotton  bagging  four  and  a  half  cents  per  square 
yard,"  the  words,  "  until  the  30th  day  of  June 
next,  and  six  cents  per  square  yard  after  that 
lime."  This  amendment  was  supported  by  Messrs. 
Ton,  Cook,  Letcher,  and  Wright,  and  opposed 
by  Messrs.  Brent,  Cobb,  Owe.n,  and  McDlffie. 

The  question  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Tod  was 
decided  by  the  following  vole  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Alexander  of  Tennessee,  Allen  of 
Tennessee,  Allison,  Baylies,  Barber  of  Connecticut, 
Bartley,  Blair,  Bradley,  Brown,  Buck,  Buckner,  Cady, 
Campbell  of  Ohio,  Cassedy,  Cocke,  Collins,  Condict, 
Cook,  Crafts,  Craig,  Durfee,  Eddy,  Ellis,  Findiay, 
Fool  of  Connecticut,  Forward,  Garrison,  Gazlay, 
Harris,  Hayden,  Hemphill,  Henry,  Herrick,  Herki- 
mer, Holcombe,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  F.  Johnson, 
Kidder,  Kremer,  Lawrence,  Letcher,  Lincoln,  Little, 
.McArthur,  McKean,  McLean  of  Ohio,  .Mallary,  .Mark- 
ley,  .Martindale,  Marvin,  Matlack,  Matson,  Metcalfe, 
Miller,  Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania,  Moore  of  Kentucky, 
Morgan,  Patterson  of  Pennsylvania,  Patterson  of  Ohio, 
Plumer  of  Pennsylvania,  Prince,  Reynolds,  Rich, 
Rogers,  Ross,  Scott,  Sharpe,  Sloane,  Sterling,  Stewart, 
Stoddard,  Strong,  Swan,  Taylor,  Test,  Thompson  of 
Kentucky,  Tod,  Tomlinson,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Tyson, 
Udree,  Vance  of  Ohio,  Van  Rensselaer,  Van  Wyck, 
Vinton,  Wayne,  Whitman,  Whittlesey,  White,  Wick- 
liffe, James  Wilson,  Henrv  Wilson,  Wilson  of  Ohio, 
Wood,  Woods,  and  Wngh't— 97. 

Nats — Messrs.  Abbot,  Adams,  Alexander  of  Vir- 
ginia, Allen  of  .Massachusetts,  Archer,  P.  P.  Barbour, 
J.  S.  Barbour,  Bartlett,  Bassett,  Brent,  Burleigh, 
Burton,  Cambreleng,  Campbell  of  South  Carolina, 
Carter,  Cary,  Clark,  Cobb,  Conner,  Crowninsbield, 
Culpeper,  Cushman,  Cuthbert,  Day,  Dwinell,  Dwight, 
Eaton,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Floyd,  Forsyth, 
Frost,  Fuller,  Garnett,  Gatlin,  Gist,  Govan,  Hall, 
Hamilton,  Harvey,  Hayward,  Hogeboom,  Hooks, 
Houston,  Isacks,  Jenkins,  Kent,  Lathrop,  Lee,  Left- 
wich, Litchfield,  Livermore,  Livingston,  Locke,  Long, 
Longfellow,  McCoy,  McDuffie,  McKee,  McKim,  Mc- 
Lane of  Delaware,  Mangum,  .Mercer,  Mitchell  of  .Md., 
Moore  of  Alabama,  Neale,  Nelson,  Newton,  O'Brien, 
Owen,  Plumer  of  New  Hampshire,  Poinsett,  Ran- 
dolph, Rankin,  Reed,  Richards,  Saunders,  Sandford, 
Sibley  .\rlhur  Smyth,  Alexander  Smith,  Wm.  Smith, 
Spaight,  Spence,  Standefer,  A.  Stevenson,  J.  Stephen- 
son, Taliaferro,  'I'attnall,  Thompson  of  Geo.,  Tucker, 
of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Vance  of 
North  Carolina,  Warfield,  Webster,  Whipple,  Wil- 
liams of  New  York,  Williams  of  Virginia,  WiiUams 
of  North  Carolina,  Wilson  of  South  Carolina — 99. 

So  the  motion  of  Mr.  Tod  was  rejected. 
The  House  then  adjourned  to  Monday  next. 


W^EDNESDAY,  April  12. 

The  resolution  laid  on  the  table  by  Mr.  Whit- 
tlesey, on  Saturday  last,  was  taken  up,  read, 
and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  two  Messages  received  from  the  President 
OF  the  U.MiTED  STATES,  OD  Saturday,  were  read, 
and  are  as  follows  : 

FIRST. 

TotJu  HoHSf  of  Ripreseut(Uic(s  of  the  United  States: 
1  herewith   transmit  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
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War,  with  the  accompan^'ing  documents,  containing 
the  information  requested  by  resolution  of  House  ot 
the  10th  ultimo,  and  which  communicates  the  accounts 
of  all  the  Generals  in  the  Army  ;  likewise  of  the  In- 
spector General,  the  Chiefs  of  the  Engineer  and  Ord- 
nance Corps,  and  Surgeon  General,  for  the  two  years 
preceding  the  30th  of  September  last  ;  also,  bbowing 
the  amount  of  money  paid  to  each,  under  the  different 
heads  of  pay,  fuel,  straw,  quarters,  transportation,  and 
all  other  extra  and  contingent  allowances;  which  re- 
port, together  with  the  statements  herewith  transmit- 
ted, furnish  all  the  information  required. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
April  9,  18^4. 

The  Message  was  referred  to  the  committee  ap- 
pointed  od  the  30th  of  December  last,  upon  the  re- 
port of  expenditures  in  the  Ordnance  Department. 

SECOND. 

A  Message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States  on  the  subject  of  the  claim  of  the  State  of 
Virginia  to  interest  on  sums  advanced  by  that 
State  for  militia  services,  during  the  late  war ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Corarailfee  of  Claims. 

[See  Senate  proceedings  of  April  12,  atUc,  for 
this  Message.] 

Mr.  Conner  laid  the  followinff  resolution  on 
the  table,  for  consideration  to-morrow,  viz  : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this  House  a 
detailed  account  of  the  manner  in  which  the  $9,125 
have  been  disbursed,  which  was  appropriated  by  the 
act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1819,  for  purchasing  a  lot  of 
land,  and  for  constructing^ pipes  for  supplying  the 
Executive  offices  and  President's  house  with  water. 
Also,  a  detailed  account  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
^10,000  have  been  expended,  which  was  appropriated 
by  the  act  of  the  30th  of  April,  1818,  for  graduating 
and  improving  the  President's  square. 

Mr.  CcsHMAN  moved  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Pensions  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  placing  on  the  pension  roll,  all  the  surviving  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  of  the  Revolutionary  army,  who  en- 
tered the  service,  or  enlisted  for  three  year:*,  or  during 
the  war,  prior *lo  the  year  1781,  and  who  served  out 
the  time  for  which  they  engaged,  or  were  honorably 
discharged  ;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Martindale,  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  so  modifying  and  amending  the 
"Act  for  enrolling  and  licensing  ships  or  vessels 
to  be  employed  in  the  coasting  trade  and  fisheries, 
and  for  regulating  the  same,"  as  to  exempt  all 
vessels  and  boats  employed  in  navigating  the  ca- 
nals in  the  State  of  New  York,  from  the  necessity 
of  being  enrolled  or  licensed,  and  from  the  pay- 
ment of  tonnage  duties. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to 
abolish  imprisonment  for  debt,''  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

The  House  then  passed  to  the  unfinished  busi- 
ness of  yesterday,  which  was  the  consideration  of 
the  Tariff  bill,  when — 

Mr.  Rich  moved  to  strike  out  the  minimum 


valuation  (of  forty  cents  per  yard)  on  woollens, 
and  to  insert,  after  the  words  "on  all  manufac- 
'  tures  of  wool,  or  of  which  wool  shall  be  a  com- 
'  I)onent  part,  a  duty  of  thirty  per  cent,  ad  valorem, 
'  until  June  30th,  1825,  and  after  that  time  a 
'  duty  of  thirty-three  and  one-third  per  cent,  ad 
'  valvren,''^  the  following  words  :  "  until  June  30th, 
1826,  and  after  that  time  a  duty  of  thirty-seven 
and-a-half  per  cent,  ad  valoreuw' 

Mr.  McKi.M  advocated  the  amendment  in  a  few 
observations. 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  addressed  the  Chair 
as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker:  It  is  not  my  intention  to  appeal 
to  theory  on  this  subject.  The  deep  intere&ts  of 
my  constituents,  whose  capital  and  indu.>try  are 
very  equally  distributed  between  agriculture  and 
commerce,  (which  embrace  the  pursuits  of  my 
life,)  and  the  manufacturers  of  wool,  cotton,  cot- 
ton gins,  musket.s,  rifles,  swords,  and  pistols,  as 
well  for  your  Army  and  Navy  as  for  your  distin- 
guished officers,  which  are  all  in  my  immediate 
vicinity,  constitute  my  apology  for  addressing 
you;  and  the  declaration  of  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Manufactures,  that  this  bill  was 
designed  for  the  encouragement  of  each  of  these 
branches  of  national  industry,  in  my  opinion, 
makes  the  duty  imperative  on  me. 

The  principles  which  have  been  advanced  by 
some  of  the  zealous  advocates  of  the  bill  under 
consideration,  with  some  of  its  provisions,  which 
seem  to  be  founded  on  those  principles,  in  my 
opinion  call  loudly  on  the  triends  of  agriculture, 
of  commerce,  and  even  on  the  friends  of  manu- 
factures themselves,  to  examine  its  details  with 
a  scrutinizing,  if  not  with  a  jealous  eye. 

Although  the  bill  itself  does  not  openly  and 
fairly  propose,  in  every  instance,  a  duty  which,  at 
first  sight,  appears  to  be  prohibitory,  still,  as  it  is 
advocated  upon  that  principle  by  many  of  its 
friends,  it  is  fair  to  infer  that  such  is  the  object. 

A  distinguished  member,  to  whom  I  shall  not 
now  allude,  for  reasons  which  will  be  well  under- 
stood, but  whose  arguments  will  not  plead  privil- 
ege, in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  has  told  us, 
'•That  the  great  leading  policy  of  this  Govern- 
ment must  be  changed ;"  "  that  a  new  system 
must  be  adopted  ;''  "  that  we  must  become  a  great 
manufacturing  nation;"  that  the  people  of  these 
United  States  must  no  longer  be  permitted  to  pur- 
sue the  occupations  of  their  own  choice,  or  era- 
ploy  their  capital  and  their  industry  in  those  pur- 
suits to  which  their  own  good  judgment,  or  their 
natural  advantages,  their  educatron,  and  their 
skill,  are  best  adapted;  but  the  farmer  must  leave 
his  plough,  and  the  sailor  his  ship,  and  the  mer- 
chant his  counting  house,  and  be  immured  within 
the  walls  of  larg».manulacturing  establishments; 
that  your  agriculture  and  your  commerce  must 
become  tributary  to  manufactures;  that  agricul- 
ture, the  mother,  and  commerce,  the  elder  sister, 
must  be  sacrificed  to  the  ambition  of  manufac- 
tures, the  younger  sister,  the  miss  in  her  teens. 
This  is  the  new,  this  is  the  grand  system  of  policy, 
which  you  projiose  to  force  upon  the  good  people 
of  these  United  States. 
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Sir,  you  will  soon  find  your  impotence  and  your 
weakness  in  this  attempt.  The  people  are  yet 
your  masters,  although  you  may  think  them  your 
slaves.  Before  you  can  effect  this  great  change  j 
in  the  leading  policy  of  the  country,  you  must  i 
first  make  the  peojde  slaves.  I  am  well  aware,  if  j 
you  could  carry  your  new  system  of  jwlicy  into 
full  and  complete  effect,  the  people  would  soon  be- 
come slaves;  the  genius  and  spirit  of  your  CJov- 
erninent  would  be  entirely  changed;  the  equal 
distribution  of  property,  on  which  alone  a  free 
government  can  long  exist,  and  the  independent 
spirit  of  our  hardy  yeomanry,  would  soon  be  de- 
stroyed ;  your  Government  changed  into  a  purse- 
f)roud  aribtocracy,  and  your  population  become 
ords  and  tenants. 

But  this  you  cannot  effect.  Any  attempt  to 
force  the  people  of  these  States  into  this  silk- 
worm policy,  by  the  magic  power  of  your  tariff 
bills,  will  prove  abortive.  Their  habits  are  too 
deeply  rooted.  The  great  variety  and  fertility  of 
soil,  the  immense  extent  of  territory,  and  the 
ocean  which  washes  nearly  three  thousand  miles 
of  your  coast;  the  majestic  navigable  rivers  which, 
like  the  grand  arteries  in  the  human  body,  flow 
from  the  heart  of  your  country  to  the  ocean, 
speak  a  language  which  cannot  be  misunderstood, 
and  never  will  be  disobeyed;  you  must,  and  will, 
be  a  great  agricirltural  and  commercial  nation,  in 
spite  of  all  your  legislation. 

You  may,  by  your  restrictions,  embarrass  and 
fetter  their  enterprise  Ifer  a  short  (K^riod ;  you  may 
legislate  them  into  adversity,  but  it  is  impossible 
to  legislate  a  pi-ople  into  prosperity. 

The  greatest  degree  of  national  and  individual 
wealth  is  obtained  by  permitting  labor,  skill,  and 
capital,  to  find  their  own  employment  and  invest- 
ment unshackled,  and  encourage  a  free  and  unre- 
stricted trade.  Every  attempt  of  Government  to 
direct  or  regulate  the  employmeqt  of  capital,  or 
enterprise,  is  mischievous.  The  only  object  of  a 
wise  Government  should  be,  to  remove  obstruc- 
tions to  the  tree  use  of  capital  and  industry.  The 
politicians  of  Great  Britain  have  become  sensible 
of  the  truth  of  this  position,  and  are  receding  from 
the  system  of  arbitrary  dictation  and  restrictions, 
and  shall  we  now  plunge  into  it?  Shall  we,  at 
this  tinu  .  put  on  the  tattered  garments  of  an  ex- 
ploded jKjlicy  ? 

The  power  to  regulate  commerce  was  never 
designed  to  authorize  its  destruction,  or  prescribe 
its  channels.  It  may  be,  and  often  is,  necessary 
to  suspend  it  by  embargo,  for  a  time,  as  the  most 
efficient  mode  of  protection  ;  but  the  interests  of 
agriculture  or  manufactures  cannot  l)e  improved 
by  continued  restrictions  on  commerce. 

What  will  be  the  effect  of  imposing  heavy  du- 
ties on  the  produce  and  manufactures  of  other 
countries,  but  retaliation,  by  similar,  or  perhaps 
even  higher  duties  on  our  productions  in  their 
ports,  which  will  drive  us  entirely  from  their  mar- 
kets, and  turn  the  channel  of  their  trade  to  other 
countries,  fur  those  supplies  which  we  can  furnish 
in  abundance  ?  And,  while  we  are  destroying 
our  commerce,  in  the  wretched  attempt  to  foster 
our   manufactures   by  law,  Europe  will  monopo- 


lize the  whole  trade  with  the  South  American 
States,  and  we  shall  find,  to  our  cost,  that  there 
is  no  foreign  market  for  our  manufactures,  which 
have  been  nursed  with  so  much  care  in  this  hot- 
bed system ;  but  we  must  be  compelled  to  use  our 
own  manufactures,  and  agriculture  must  pay  the 
increased  price,  and  make  up  the  deficiency  in  our 
revenue,  while  the  produce,  as  well  of  agriculture 
as  manufactures,  will  be  confined  to  home  con- 
sumption. 1  ask,  will  this  increase  your  wealth 
and  your  independence?  Will  this  furnish  a 
market  for  your  surplus  produce?  Will  this  en- 
courage domestic  industry  ? 

Commerce  has  afforded  you  about  §400,000,000 
of  revenue  !  Will  your  manufacturers,  without 
a  foreign  market,  be  able  to  supply  the  deficit  of 
duty  on  imports  ?  Can  you  collect  twenty  mil- 
lions of  dollars  annually  f^rom  manufactures,  even 
if  you  could  transform  all  your  hardy  seamen  and 
farmers  into  spinners  and  wearers  ?  Your  man- 
ufacturing interest  generally,  even  now,  is  less  de- 
pressed than  your  agriculture  and  commerce,  when 
skilfully  and  prudently  managed.  What  stronger 
evidence  of  this  fact  can  there  be,  than  that  man- 
ufacturing capital  is  rapidly  increasing?  You 
have  already  afforded  protection  to  this  branch 
of  industry,  equal  to  nearly  40  per  cent,  on  the 
cost  of  your  fabrics  ;  and  if,  with  this  bounty, 
they  cannot  compete  with  foreign  manufactures, 
at  home,  1  think  it  would  puzzle  the  ingenuity  of 
that  gentleman,  aided  by  the  whole  host  of  pro- 
fessional gentlemen,  to  show  how  our  manufac- 
tures are  to  find  a  fair  competition  in  foreign 
markets,  when  you  add  to  the  original  cost  the 
freight  and  insurance  to  a  foreign  market. 

In  our  country,  sir,  every  branch  of  lawful  in- 
dustry is  entitled  to  an  equal  portion  of  your  fost- 
ering care,  and  has  a  right  to  demand  equal  pro- 
tection from  the  Government.  Your  tariff  bill, 
by  taxing  one  interest  for  the  encouragement  of 
another,  operates  as  a  bounty,  which  lays  every 
other  interest  under  contribution  for  the  support  of 
the  manufacturer,  and  is,  therefore,  unequal  and 
unjust;  it  taxes  the  many  for  the  support  of  a 
few.  As  a  general  principle,  the  perfect  freedom 
of  trade  or  commerce,  which  is  the  interchange 
of  commodities,  should  never  be  restricted  or  bur- 
dened, except  for  the  necessary  purpose  of  reve- 
nue, in  the  benefits  of  which  every  portion  of  the 
community  is  interested  ;  and  by  universal  coa- 
sent,  every  well  regulated  Government  has  re- 
sorted to  it. 

The  policy  of  England,  which  the  gentleman 
has  taken  as  a  model  for  his  new  American  pol- 
icy, is  quoted  by  the  advocates  of  this  bill  to  prove 
its  utility,  and  the  necessity  of  adopting  this  new 
system  of  political  economy. 

Sir,  It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  thix  subject 
is  not  belter  understood.  Her  wisest  statesmen 
deprecate  that  policy,  to  which  they  have  been 
driven  by  necessity,  in  order  to  meet  the  enor- 
mous expenses  incurred  in  her  long  protracted 
continental  wars.  Her  system  of  bounties,  and 
drawbacks  of  excise,  which  some  of  our  knowing 
ones  seem  to  admire,  and  to  consider  as  the  true 
philosopher's  stone,  the  magic  wand  which  has 
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produced  her  great  wealth,  is  nothing  but  the 
raisetable  effect  of  her  otherwise  ruinous  system 
of  restriction;  and  the  gentleman  might  have 
found  the  table  of  the  British  Parliament  groaning 
under  the  petitions  of  her  suffering  subjects,  paint- 
ing in  colors  equally  glowing  with  his  own  de- 
scription ol  imaginary  distress  in  this  happy  coun- 
try, and  signed  by  ten  times  the  number  of  half- 
starved  victims  which  have  been  obtained  by 
hawking  petitions  about  our  country  for  signa- 
tures. Her  system  is  a  mere  opiate  to  relieve  ex- 
treme distress — a  dose  of  poisonous  or  noxious 
drugs  to  counteract  a  raging  disease,  and  the  tem- 
porary relief,  afforded  by  this  violent  remedy,  has 
been  mistaken  by  some  of  our  political  doctors  as 
evidence  of  perfect  health  in  the  body  politic. 

I  cannot,  I  will  not  believe  that  the  zealous  ad- 
mirers of  British  policy  ;  the  warm  advocates  of 
this  wonderful  tariff  bill — this  patent  medicine, 
which  is  to  cure  all  diseases,  really  intended  to 
hazard  the  operation  of  this  "  nostrum"  as  a  mere 
experiment  upon  the  healthy,  youthful,  and  vigor- 
ous Constitution  of  our  infant  country,  merely  to 
test  its  effects  ;  that  they  mean  to  produce  disease 
rnerely  toshow  their  skill  in  curing  the  patient.  No, 
sir;  gentlemen,  in  my  humble  opinion,  have  been 
deceived  by  the  visionary  dreams  of  pamphleteers 
and  political  quacks,  who  have  inundated  this 
country  with  their  "  specifics"  and  ''nostrums;" 
who  have  conjured  up  imaginary  scenes  of  distress, 
borrowed,  perhaps,  from  novels,  or  the  effusions  of 
a  fervid  imagination  in  painting  scenes  of  distress 
in  other  countries  to  which  we  are  total  strangers ; 
or,  perhaps,  merely  for  the  mercenary  purpose  of 
finding  a  catch-penny  market  for  their  books,  by 
the  relation  of  horrid  tales,  made  up  to  frighten 
old  women  or  credulous  children  : — like  the  story 
of  the  "  Jersey  dancers^  who  were  represented  as 
having  danced  their  feet  off  to  the  fiddle  of  the 
Arch  Deceiver,  and  were  left  dancing  on  the 
stumps  of  their  legs  after  the  feet  were  worn  off.*' 

I  ask  any  member  of  this  Committee  if  he  has 
seen  any  such  picture  of  extreme  distress  in  this 
country  ?  A  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr. 
Brown,)  on  the  subject  of  iron,  indeed,  told  us, 
he  had  seen  a  sheriff  hovering  about  his  iron  works, 
and  probably,  the  iron  was  hot ;  but  I  did  not  un- 
derstand him  to  say  that  any  of  the  owners  or 
workmen  were  starving  for  want  of  bread  ;  or  that 
there  was  any  insurrection  or  rebellion  against 
the  laws ;  or  that  the  bloody  scenes  of  Manchester 
were  exhibited  in  the  State  founded  by  the  peace- 
ful Penn. 

That  the  golden  days  of  our  prosperity  have 
continued  unclouded  to  the  present  time,  no  one 
will  claim.  The  whole  civilized  world  has  re- 
ceived a  shock  by  the  sudden  transition  from  a 
state  of  universal  war  to  universal  peace.  The 
best  remedy  is  repose  ;  universal  languor  and  las- 
situde is  the  natural  effect  which  is  uniformly  pro- 
duced by  violent  exercise,  and  unusual  excitement 
in  the  human  body,  and  rest  afid  quiet  repose  are 
indispensable  to  restore  the  system.  Apply  the 
same  principle  to  the  body  politic,  and  its  effects 
will  be  found  equally  salutary. 

Evory  interest   in  our  country  is  grraduallv  re- 


covering from  the  shock  which  has  affected  every 
class  of  our  citizens ;  and.  if  the  officious  interfer- 
ence of  misguided  legislation  does  not  prevent  it 
our  agriculture,  commerce,  and  manufactures,  will 
soon  find  their  proper  place  on  a  peace  establish- 
ment. Your  tariff  of  1816  was  intended  to  afford 
relief  to  your  manufactures.  It  did,  like  the  Brit- 
ish policy,  afford  a  temporary  relief;  but  its  effects 
are  stilt  visible  on  our  commerce,  and  sensibly  af- 
fects and  injures  our  agriculture ;  and,  at  this  mo- 
ment, and  for  more  than  three  years  past,  has  de- 
pressed our  manufactures  by  restrictions  imposed 
on  our  commerce.  For,  let  me  assure  gentlemen, 
that  manufactures  can  no  more  exist  and  flourish 
without  commerce,  than  animal  life  caa  be  sus- 
tained without  air. 

Agriculture  is  the  first  and  noblest  employment 
of  man.  On  this  we  depend  for  subsistence.  It 
is  the  mother  of  commerce,  and  all  the  useful  arts. 
With  the  increase  of  population,  commerce,  or  an 
interchange  of  commodities  of  necessity,  springs 
into  being,  because  the  variety  of  soil  and  climate 
produces  a  variety  of  the  fruitsof  the  earth  adapted 
10  our  conveniences  and  our  wants,  and  manufac- 
tures of  different  kinds  spontaneously  grow  up  to 
meet  the  necessary  demands  of  both  agriculture 
and  commerce.  The  mere  exchange  of  commodi- 
ties with  our  neighbors — the  passing  of  an  article 
from  hand  to  hand,  requires  bot  little  aid  from 
manufactures ;  but  the  labor  of  many  artists  is  re- 
quired to  build  the  ship  to  carry  on  commerce 
with  foreign  nations;  ancTl  believe  I  may  safely 
say,  that  ship  building,  at  this  moment,  employs 
more  native  American  citizens  than  all  the  man- 
ufactories of  the  country. 

From  this  view  of  the  subject,  it  must  be  clear, 
that  any  attempt  to  build  up  manufactures  on  any 
other  foundation  than  ajriculture  and  commerce, 
or  UDon  the  ruins  of  either  of  these  great  interests, 
would  be  as  absurd  and  preposterous  as  to  attempt 
to  build  a  house  on  a  soap  bubble.  What  has  sup- 
ported the  manufactures  of  Great  Britain — what 
the  manufactures  of  India,  but  their  commerce 
with  the  whole  civilized  world?  The  amount 
of  supplies  always  has  been,  and  always  will  be, 
regulated  by  the  demand.  Comnjerce  is  the  great 
artery  through  which  the  blood  flows  to  the  ex- 
tremities, which  returns  with  supplies  through  the 
veins  again  to  the  heart,  and  gives  life  and  energy 
to  the  whole  system.  It  is  truly  the  pm  vita  of  the 
system. 

The  gentleman  has  told  us  there  are  two  classes 
of  politicians  in  this  country — the  one  devoted  to 
foreign  policy,  who  would  lay  duties  on  imports 
only  for  the  purpose  of  revenue,  and  has  attempted 
to  prove  (with  what  >uccess  we  shall  probably  see 
hereafter)  that  this  policy  actually  encourages  the 
industry  and  manufactures  of  foreign  countries  to 
the  injury  of  our  own.  Sir,  it  would  have  been  very 
gratifying  to  the  Committee,  I  presume,  if  the  gen- 
tleman had  told  us  what  country  had  adopted  this 
policy,  except  our  own,  previous  to  the  tariff  of 
1816.  The  other  class,  lo  which  he  professes  to 
belong,  and  which  he  is  pleased  to  style  the  Ameri- 
can policy,  would  adopt  the  system  of  restrictions 
and   prohibition-  whirh  Bonaparte  attempted   to 
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enforce  against  Great  Britain,  as  the  last  desperate 
effort  to  distress  his  inveterate  enemy,  and  which 
he  then  called  the  Continental  Policy  of  Europe — 
a  system  of  entire  exclusion  and  prohibition  of 
British  manufactures  on  the  Continent  of  Eu- 
rope, while,  at  the  very  same  time,  the  boasted 
''Army  of  England,"'  as  he  then  styled  it,  was 
clad  in  British  manufactures.  Spain,  poor  degrad- 
ed Spain,  has  tried  this  same  system  of  restrictions 
and  prohibitions,  until  she  has  sunk  from  the  lofty 
station  which  she  once  held  in  the  scale  of  nations 
to  her  present  condition,  but  a  small  remove  from 
colonial  vassalage.  England,  in  time  of  war,  has 
resorted  to  it,  for  the  purpose  of  extorting  from 
every  class  a  heavy  contribution.  And  now,  sir, 
we  are  told  this  is  the  new  discovered,  irue  Ameri- 
can policy — lay  prohibitory  duties  on  imports  from 
foreign  countries;  destroy  your  commerce,  which 
has  furnished  your  whole  revenue;  prevent  the 
export  of  any  of  your  produce  by  prohibiting  the 
import  of  any  thing  in  return;  prohibit  any  inter- 
change of  commodities  with  foreign  nations:  and 
all  this  to  find  a  market  for  our  surplus  produce, 
and  for  our  domestic  manufactures  I 

The  gentleman  highly  extols  the  British  policy, 
(which  he  will  claim  as  American,)  because  the 
enormous  amount  of  taxes  paid  in  England  fur- 
nishes strong  evidence  of  her  prosperity  and  ability 
lo  pay  !  I  strongly  suspect  the  American  people 
are  not  very  ambitious  of  showing  evidence  of 
their  prosperity  in  the  same  way,  by  the  amount 
of  taxes  they  can  pay.  Besides,  sir,  it  will  re- 
quire a  long  course  of*^  instruction,  and  strong  ar- 
gument, to  convince  us  that  the  bloody  scenes  at 
Manchester  among  the  starving  manufacturers,  or 
the  famine  and  distress  in  Ireland,  furnish  the  best 
evidences  of  prosperity  and  happiness,  or  induce 
our  people  to  adopt  their  policy,  or  excite  a  wish 
to  exchange  conditions. 

But,  sir,  in  the  same  speech  in  which  the  gen- 
tleman has  recommended  the  adoption  of  this  sys- 
tem of  encouraging  manufactures  by  restrictions 
on  commerce,  he  has,  if  I  understood  him  correctly, 
declared  himself  "the  firm  friend  of  a  free  com- 
merce, upon  the  principles  of  perfect  reciprocity.' 
The  propositions  made  by  him,  in  committee,  for 
the  benefit  of  the  whiskey  trade,  of  an  increased 
duty  on  molasses,  of  100  per  cent,  which  must  en- 
tirely destroy  the  trade  with  the  West  Indies,  or 
impose  a  heavy  tax  on  the  laboring  poor,  I  do  not 
feel  myself  bound  to  reconcile  with  his  argument. 

The  gentleman  has  expressed  his  extreme  mor- 
tification, on  looking  at  a  book  lately  published  in 
England,  in  which  the  writer  states,  "that  Great 
'  Britain  enjoys  a  more  profitable  trade  with  the 
'  United  States,  since  their  independence,  than 
'  when  they  were  colonies."  Sir,  this  would  not  be 
the  first  lime  in  which  particular  and  detached  parts 
of  a  work  have  been  quoted,  in  support  of  particu- 
lar tenets,  or  pre-couceived  opinions,  if  such  were 
the  case  here;  which,  however,  I  will  not  believe 
was  designed  in  this  instance.  But,  sir.  if  the  gen- 
tleman had  read  the  whole  work,  in  mv  opinion, 
he  would  have  found  stronger  grounds  for  exulta 
lion  and  national  pride,  than  for  "mortification." 
The  writer  has  endeavored  to  reconcile  the  Brit- 


ish nation  to  the  loss  of  the  colonies,  by  proving 
that  she  has  enjoyed  a  better  trade  with  us,  as  an 
independent  nation,  than  she  ever  did,  or  ever 
could  have  enjoyed,  if  these  United  Stales  had  re- 
mained British  colonies.  He  contrasts  our  pres- 
ent condition  with  that  of  the  colonies ;  paints,  in 
glowing  colors,  our  pros|)erity  ;  and  recommends 
the  entire  abandonment  of  the  colonial  policy,  and 
that  Canada  should  become  also  independent, 
because  she  now  costs  the  mother  country  more 
than  she  is  worth. 

The  tariff  of  IBIG,  avowedly  supported  on  the 
same  principle,  of  giving  a  spring  to  domestic  in- 
dustry, and  encouraging  our  infant  manufactures, 
as  the  present  tariff  bill,  has  been  in  full  operation 
for  seven  years;  and  if  the  picture  of  distress  so 
ably  drawn  by  the  gentleman,  be  a  fair  represen- 
tation, we  should  suppose  that  gentlemen  would 
be  more  disposed  to  abandon  it,  than  to  increase 
the  evils,  by  extending  this  system  of  American 
policy.  One  petition,  from  Delaware,  contains 
much  useful  instruction  on  this  subject:  "The 
'  duties  on  low  priced  cottons,  amounting  nearly  to 
'  prohibition,  have  created  such  competition  in  the 
'  manufacture  of  this  article,  it  cannot  be  manu- 
'  factured  to  a  profit ;"  and  they  pray  Congress  to 
increase  the  duty  on  the  finer  cottons  for  the  pur- 
pose of  turning  some  part  of  the  capital  now  em- 
ployed in  coarse  cottons,  to  the  manufacture  of 
fine  cottons,  or  to  some  other  employment.  The 
only  answer  I  can  give  this,  is,  if  this  has  been  the 
effect  "  m  the  green  tree,  what  will  be  done  in  the 
dry  ?"  While  you  still  have  some  commerce  re- 
maining, and  these  coarse  cottons  find  their  way 
to  South  America,  what  will  be  the  condition  of 
these,  and  all  other  manufactures,  when  your  com- 
merce is  destroyed  ? 

Perhaps,  sir,  this  should  be  called  the  American 
policy.  It  IS  the  policy  which  has  been  adopted 
in  our  country,  in  relation  to  banks,  which  by  this 
time  must  be  tolerably  well  understood  in  some 
parts  of  our  country.  You  now  propose  to  adopt 
the  same  policy  in  relation  to  manufactures.  Sir, 
in  my  opinion,  call  it  by  what  name  you  will,  it 
is  a  ruinous  policy. 

The  gentleman  tells  us  the  present  system  oper- 
ates unequally  ;  some  portions  of  the  country  suf- 
fer greater  distress  than  others.  And  how  does 
he  propose  to  remedy  this  evil?  By  making  the 
others  suffer  as  much  I  Are  we  to  engage  in  the 
unprofitable  contest  which  can  do  the  other  roost 
harm?  Would  it  not  be  better  to  adopt  a  liberal 
system  of  policy,  instead  of  further  restrictions, 
and  leave  industry,  enterprise,  and  capital,  free 
from  any  unnecessary  restraint?  Eacn  portion 
of  the  country  would  then  prosper  in  proportion 
to  their  natural  advantages, and  their  industry  and 
economy. 

The  gentleman  has  endeavored  to  prove  that 
our  agriculture  and  commerce  are  languishing,  by 
a  paper  calculation,  showing  that  our  exports  have 
not  increased  in  proportion  to  our  population. 
Such  a  calculation  is  as  deceptive  as  the  estimates 
of  the  "  balance  of  trade  against  us ;"  because  we 
sold  our  produce  in  a  foreign  market,  for  more 
than  it  cost  at  home,  which  was  much  relied  on 
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by  the  friends  of  a  former  tariff,  but  seems  now  to 
be  abandoned.  If  the  labor  of  one  man  is  capa- 
ble of  producinn^  sustenance  for  one  hundred,  does 
it  follow,  that  if  our  population  has  increased  ten- 
fold, that  the  foreign  demand  must  increase  in  the 
same  ratio  ? 

But,  sir,  we  have  been  told  that  our  commerce 
is  already  destroyed,  and  therefore  this  bill  cannot 
injure  it.  But  dues  your  receipts  from  imports 
prove  this  ?  From  whence  do  you  derive  twenty 
millions  of  dollars  revenue  ?  It  is  true,  your  agri- 
culture and  your  commerce  languish,  even  more 
than  your  manufactures  ;  every  interest  is  in  some 
degree  depressed ;  and  what  is  the  cause?  It  is 
necessary  to  ascertain  the  true  cause  to  enable 
you  to  apply  the  proper  remedies.  Several  causes 
have  combined  to  produce  this  result.  The  en- 
joyment of  the  wiiole  carrying  trade  for  the  belli- 
gerents of  Europe,  during  the  long  Continental 
war,  from  the  commencement  of  the  French  revo- 
lution until  the  jealousy  of  Great  Britain  towards 
our  rising  commerce,  and  the  inveterate  hostility 
of  France  against  England,  produced  the  famous 
Orders  in  Council  and  French  decrees,  which  al- 
most swept  our  commerce  from  the  ocean,  and 
which  produced  on  our  part  the  adoption  of  the 
restrictive  system  of  embargo  and  non-intercourse, 
and  finally  of  war  with  Great  Britain,  had  in- 
duced our  citizens  to  engage  deeply  in  commerce. 
From  the  year  1790  to  1S05,  this  country  enjoyed 
uninterrupted  prosperity;  perhaps  no  nation  on 
earth  ever,  increased  so  rapidly  in  wealth  ;  our 
commerce  literally  covered  the  ocean,  and  our 
flag  waved  over  every  sea.  Our  surplus  agricul- 
tural products  found  a  ready  market,  and  industry 
received  a  rich  reward  ;  we  feasted  and  fattened 
on  the  distres.ses  of  others. 

In  this  situation  the  war  of  1812  found  us.  The 
immense  amount  of  capital  which  had  been  em- 
ployed in  commerce  readily  found  a  profitable  in- 
vestment in  manufactures,  and  during  the  short 
period  of  war  received  a  profit  fully  equal  to  its 
previous  investment — the  enormous'  price  of  our 
own  manufactures  lured  the  cupidity  of  avarice 
to  vest  a  large  amount  of  capital  in  large  manu- 
facturing establishments.  The  sudden  and  unex- 
pected peace  of  1815  found  many  of  these  estab- 
lishments just  commencing;  extensive  and  very 
expensive  buildings  had  been  erected;  and  the 
cost  of  machinery  in  many  instances  had  absorbed 
the  whole  capital,  and  the  speculator  depended  on 
the  promised  profits,  in  a  very  short  period,  to  re- 
imburse the  expense  and  convert  this  temporary 
loan  into  active,  solid  capital ;  and  in  the  mean- 
time the  farmer  found  a  ready  market  for  his  pro- 
duce. But  the  peace  blasted  the  fond  hopes  of 
the  speculator,  and  destroyed  the  home  market  for 
the  produce  of  the  agriculturist. 

Under  these  circumstances,  strong  appeals  wore 
made  to  Congress  for  relief;  and  the  tariflof  1816 
was  the  remedy  prescribed  by  the  wisdom  of  Con- 
gress; it  had  Its  efiect  in  aflbrding  a  temporary 
relief;  but  here,  sir,  in  my  humble  opinion,  com- 
menced the  error  in  our  system.  I  would  ask  the 
candid  attention  of  every  sound  politician  to  this 
point:    If,  at  the  time  of  adopting  the  tariff  of 


1816,  the  internal  duties  had  been  continued  for 
one  year,  and  the  tariff  limited  to  two  years,  whe- 
ther many  of  the  present  evils  would  not  have 
been  avoided  ?  Your  manufactures  had  been 
nursed  in  a  hot-bed;  they  had  sprung  into  exist- 
ence as  if  by  magic ;  they  were  tender  plants,  and 
should  have  been  exposed  carefully  to  the  open 
air.  But  your  tariff  induced  further  investments, 
which  the  fate  of  this  country  and  the  state  of  the 
world  would  not  warrant;  but  they  were  built  on 
your  tariff  alone,  and  you  still  hold  out  further  in- 
ducements to  manufacturing  capital,  by  the  con- 
tinual promise  of  further  legislative  aid,  while 
your  foreign  commerce,  and  of  course  your  agri- 
cultural interests,  is  langui^hing  under  your  re- 
strictive system;  and  with  your  manufacturing 
interest,  if  you  pursue  this  American  policy,  will 
constantly  become  more  and  more  embarrassed, 
as  you  increase  manufactures,  while  at  the  same 
time  you  are  gradually  destroying  their  market  by 
your  restrictions  on  trade. 

Your  export  trade  was  much  diminished  by 
your  tariff;  the  surplus  produce  of  your  agricul- 
ture perished  on  your  hands,  or  sold  at  one-fourth 
of  its  former  value;  individuals  were  in  debt; 
your  country  was  in  debt;  and  the  general  dis- 
tress increased  rather  than  diminished,  under  your 
restrictive  system.  In  this  state  of  adversity,  you 
flew  to  remedies  poorly  calculated  to  afford  relief; 
you  incorporated  banks,  with  the  delusive  hope  of 
increasing  your  wealth  by  the  issue  of  a  flood  of 
paper  money,  without  reflecting  that  the  mere  in- 
crease of  a  circulating  medium,  instead  of  increas- 
ing your  stock  of  wealth,  only  increased  your  dis- 
tress, by  raising  the  price  of  your  produce  in  your 
own  market  so  high  as  to  prevent  a  fair  competi- 
tion with  others  in  a  foreign  market;  and  while 
you  have  been  engaged  in  devising  ways  and 
means  to  restore  prosperity,  your  foreign  customers 
have  been  driven  to  other  sources  for  the  supply 
of  the  articles,  which  have  been  perishing  on  our 
hands,  and  which  would  have  found  a  ready  mar- 
ket, but  for  the  system  of  policy  to  which  you  have 
resorted  in  vain  for  relief. 

During  the  three  years  succeeding  the  treaty  of 
peace,  your  agriculture  and  your  commerce  were 
at  the  lowest  Ntate  of  depression,  while  your  man- 
ufactures wert-  ^upported  by  a  contribution  levied 
on  these  great  interests  for  their  support.  During 
the  last  four  years,  manufacturers  have  felt  the 
evils  of  the  system  under  which  agriculture  and 
commerce  had  suffered  for  three  years,  under  the 
accumulated  pressure  of  hard  times  and  the  bur- 
dens imposed  on  them  to  sustain  the  manufactur- 
ing interest,  but  still  more  by  the  influx  of  foreign 
goods  forced  through  your  auctions.  Yes,  sir,  by 
the  importation  of  fabrics  of  a  very  inferior  qual- 
ity—woollen goods  manufactured  like  sheathing 
paper,  neither  spun  nor  wove,  but  merely  pasted 
together,  the  remnants  of  old  garments,  picked 
up  and  manufactured  with  as  little  expense  as 
paper,  and  through  the  medium  of  your  auction 
brought  into  competition  with  your  manufactures, 
subject  to  no  charges,  except,  perhaps,  a  small  ad 
valorem  duty  and  one  fourth  of  one  per  cent, 
commission  to  the  auctioneer.     In  this  way  the 
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foreign  manufacturer  has  been  enabled  to  compete' 
with   your  American  manufactures,  and  almost  ^ 
entirely  destroy  the  manufactures  of  coarse  wool-  ! 
len  goods.     This  evil  may  easily  be  remedied  by 
your  auction  bill  now  oo  your  table,  and   by  the 
minimum  in   the   bill   now  under  consideration, 
without  any  essential   injury  to  cither  your  agri- 
culture or  your  commerce. 

But,  sir,  another  cause  of  embarrassment  begins 
to  be  felt,  and  is  complained  of  in  a  petition  from 
the  cotton  manufacturers  in  Delaware.     Competi- 
tion in  our  own  country,  in  the  article  of  coarse 
cottons,  which  has  distressed  the  manufacturers; 
and  yet  you  propose  to  give  the  same  encourage- 
ment to  fine   cottons    and    other   manufactures,  j 
which  have  produced  this  evil,  and  which  expe- ! 
rience  has  proved  injurious  to  coarse  cottons,  un- 1 
der  your  prohibitory  duties.     Sir,  the  only  relief: 
which  can  be  afforded  in  this  case,  is  in  a  foreign 
market.     But  you  seem  determined  to  prevent  the 
export  to  a  foreign  market,  by  laying  such  duties  | 
on  imports  of  articles   which  do  not  affect  your 
own  manufactures,  as  will  inevitably  prevent  ex- 
ports; for  trade  can  never  exist   but  in  an  inter-  ' 
change  of  commodities.     Will    you  still  pursue 
this  ignis  fatuus  while  your  experience  shows  you 
Its  baneful  effects  ?  i 

The  gentleman   has  called  upon  us  to  look  at  ' 
the  petitions  from  every  section  of  the  country,  | 
and  view  the  picture  of  general  distress  drawn  up 
by  the  suffering  citizens.     Sir,  I  have  examined  ' 
these  petitions,  and  have  sought  in  vain  for  the  pic-  , 
ture  of  extreme  distress  which  his  warm  imagina-  , 
tion  has  painted.     They  state  coolly  and  dispas-  I 
sionately,  generally,  that  the  great  interests  of  the 
country  are  depressed  ;  that  industry  does  not  re-  i 
ccive  the  same  liberal  rewards  as  in  former  times  ; 
the  manufacturers  of  the  various  articles  of  wool, 
cotton,  iron,  hemp,  glass,  dec,    have  stated   the 
burdens  and  the  pressure  upon  the  particular  arti-  ' 
cles,  and  appeal  to  the  wisdom   of  Congress  to  j 
provide    some  relief  if  practicable.     But,  sir,   if: 
gentlemen  will  examine  these  petitions,  and  the  i 
sources  from  which  they  come,  they  will  find  that 
those  sections  of  our  country   which  have  most  I 
manufacturing  capital  make  the  least  complaint,  ' 
Take,  for  instance,  the  six  Eastern  States,  which,  i 
by  the  return  of  the  amount  of  capital  invested, 
or  employed  in  manufactures  in  the  several  States,  \ 
embraces  about  one-half  of  the  whole  amount  i 
employed  in  the  whole  country,  while  ihe  popu-  ' 
lation  of  these  States  comprises  about  one-sixth  ! 
part  of  the  whole  population  :  from   this  whole  ' 
section  you  do  not  find  one-half  as  many  petitions  ' 
as  from  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  or  one-fourth  as 
many  as  from  Pennsylvania.     Indeed,  you  find 
about  as  many  remonstrating  against  your  tarifl" 
bill,  as  of  those  who  have  appealed   to  your  wis- 
dom   for  relief,  and  very   probably  some  of  the 
same  persons.     After  seeing  the  bill— for  it  does 
not  appear  probable  that  these  petitioners  ever 
expected  such  a  remedy  from  the  wisdom  of  Con- 
gress— where  do   you   find   a  memorial    praying 
Congress  to  impose  additional  duty  on  spirits  and 
molasses?     What  petition   can  be  found  among 
the  whole  number,  which  asks  you  to  change  the 
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great  "  leading  policy,"  by  compelling  the  people 
to  change  their  occupations  ?  What  petition  calls 
on  Congress  to  sacrifice  either  agriculture  or  com- 
merce for  the  support  of  manufactures  ?  Where 
is  the  petition  from  the  farmers,  which  asks  you 
to  impose  additional  duty  on  wheat  ?  On  hemp? 
On  flax  ?  Or  even  on  wool  ?  I  believe  there  is 
one  which  asks  for  a  duty  on  potatoes.  But,  sir 
I  understand  the  people  of  that  State  (Maine)  are 
not  much  in  favor  of  your  tariff,  nor  are  their 
Representatives  among  the  strong  supporters  of 
this  bill. 

I  ask  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  bill 
itself.  Let  us  examine  its  provisions,  and  see 
whether  it  is  calculated  to  produce  the  effects 
contemplated  by  its  advocates.  It  proposes  a 
gradual  increase  of  duty  on  manufactures  of 
wool ;  but,  in  the  next  place,  it  proposes  a  higher 
rate  of  duty  on  the  raw  material — on  the  wool 
itself.  This  would  operate  as  a  bounty  on  the 
foreign  manufacture,  but  for  the  minimum  value 
of  low-priced  cloths  ;  in  fact,  it  will  operate 
against  the  manufacture  of  fine  cloth.  But  this 
duty  on  wool  is  for  the  benefit  of  agriculture  and 
the  consumer.  I  will  not  take  up  the  time  of  the 
House  in  enumerating  the  many  articles  speci- 
fied in  the  bill. 

The  next  article  I  shall  notice  is  had.  On  this 
raw  material  you  impose  a  tax  of  two  cents  per 
pound,  for  the  benefit  of  the  lead  mines;  and 
then  on  red  and  white  lead  manufactured  from 
this  raw  material,  four  cents  per  pound,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  manufacturer. 

On  hemp  and  flax,  and  on  iron,  you  impose  a 
duty  in  favor  of  agriculture;  and  on  the  manu- 
facture of  these  articles  a  iiigh  duty,  to  protect- 
the  manufacturers.  But  here  you  seem  to  have 
forgotten  the  consumer— the  ship,  which  is  com- 
pelled to  bear  the  burden  of  these  double  taxes, 
without  any  [wssible  relief. 

On  mill  cranks  and  mill  irons,  four  cents  per 
pound  !  I  would  ask  whether  this  tax  is  for  the 
benefit  of  the  farmer,  or  the  miller,  or  the  man 
who  eats  the  bread  ? 

On  almost  every  tool,  by  name,  used  by  the 
mechanics,  and  on  every  implement  used  by  the 
farmer— ploughs,  hoes,  scythes,  spades,  &c.— you 
impose  heavy  duties.  Are  these  for  the  encour- 
agement of  agriculture  or  the  mechanic  arts? 
You  propose  even  to  tax  heavily  the  cooking  uten- 
sils used  by  the  poor — the  frying  pans — but  you 
have,  in  your  great  wisdom,  struck  out  gridirons 
and  griddles ;  whether  because  these  are  more 
generally  in  use  among  the  rich,  we  have  not  been 
told. 

On  tallow,  four  cents  per  pound !  This  is  to 
make  fat  beef  and  a  good  market  for  all  the  whale 
oil  which  can  ever  be  collected.  But,  as  it  bears 
rather  heavily  on  the  tallow  chandler  and  soap 
boiler,  you  allow  a  drawback  on  soap  for  his 
relief. 

On  indigo,  alum,  vitriol,  copperas,  and  other 
articles  used  in  manufacture,  you  propose  a  tax. 
We  are  bound  to  believe  these  are  designed  for 
the  protection  and  encouragement  of  these  manu- 
factures. 
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In  Committee,  you  laid  on  molasses  100  per 
cent,  on  the  present  rate  of  duty.  Thus,  you  pro- 
posed a  heavy  tax  on  an  important  article  of  sub- 
sistence among  the  poor,  either  for  the  benefit  of 
that  small  part  of  our  country  where  molasses  is 
produced,  or  to  encourage  the  use  of  whiskey. 
But  the  House  has  rejected  it.  You  proposed  to 
prerent  the  export  of  grain,  and  convert  it  into 
whiskey  !  You  prefer  whiskey,  which  pays  no 
duty,  to  rum,  on  which  a  heavy  duty  is  levied — 
even  when  a  small  portion  of  molasses  is  distilled. 
Strange  as  it  may  appear,  there  is  no  branch  of 
industry  so  well  protected,  or  so  much  encouraged 
by  vour  tariff,  as  liie  manufacture  of  whiskey — 
perhaps  for  the  benefit  of  the  morals  of  the  peo- 
ple ! — for  you  have,  by  increasing  the  duty  on  im- 
ported spirits,  laid  a  large  bounty  on  whiskey,  at 
the  hazard  of  at  least  one-half  of  the  most  profitable 
commerce  of  the  country — I  mean  the  trade  with 
France,  Holland,  and  the  West  Indies — which 
afford  a  better  market  for  the  surplus  produce  of 
agriculture,  than  all  the  rest  of  the  world. 

Sir,  in  my  opinion,  your  bill,  like  the  Indian's 
description  o( punch,  is  made  up  of  contradictions. 
The  principles  contained  in  it  are  at  war  with  each 
other.  You  tax  the  implements  of  husbandry, 
and  all  the  mechanic  arts,  to  promote  industry  ! 
You  tax  necessaries,  instead  of  luxuries  I  You 
tax  the  raw  material  and  the  dyestuffs  of  your 
manufactures!  You  tax  one  man  to  support  an- 
other, and  then  you  tax  the  other  to  support  him  1 
You  lax  industry  I  You  tax  yourselves  to  sup- 
port yourselves!  You  seem  determined  to  bear 
your  own  burdens,  and  will  not  consent  that  oth- 
ers, who  are  willing,  should  assist  you  !  In  this 
way,  you  expect  to  grow  rich  and  become  inde- 
pendent ! 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  there  is  one  article  in  this 
bill,  to  which  my  attention  has  been  called,  par- 
ticularly, by  a  letter  lately  received,  and  to  which 
I  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House.  I 
will  not  require  the  chairman  of  the  committee, 
who  has  compared  himself  "to  the  man  in  the 
almanac — stuck  full  of  sticks" — to  answer  this 
question;  for,  I  do  really  think,  he  has  had  a  hard 
time  of  it.  But  I  will' ask  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  (Mr.  Storrs.)  who,  some  time  since, 
in  committee,  declared:  "If  this  bill  would  not 
*  encourage  household  manufactures,  and  find  ein- 
'  ployment  for  our  wives  and  daughters,  he  would 
'  not  give  his  vote  in  its  favor."'  I  ask  him  to 
show  the  House  what  encouragement  is  provided, 
in  this  bill,  for  a  very  considerable  domestic  house- 
hold manufacture,  and  which,  in  my  opinion,  will 
not  be  much  encouraged  by  building  up  large 
manufacturing  establishments,  and  the  employ- 
ment of  foreigners  and  labor-saving  machinery. 
I  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  House  while  I  read  a 
part  of  this  letter,  which  is  from  a  gentleman  of 
high  respectability  in  the  State  which  gave  birth 
to  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  to  seven  Senators  and  about 
twenty  members  of  the  present  Congress.  Not- 
withstanding her  interests  have  been  so  much 
neglected  in  the  present  bill,  perhaps  on  account 
ot  the  small  space  she  occupies  on  the  map  of  the 


United  States;  and,  notwithstanding  she  lays  be- 
fore you  an  incorporated  manufacturing  capital  of 
S7.440,0(X),  about  one-ninth  part  of  the  amount  in 
the  whole  Union,  while  her  population  comprises 
but  one-twenty-sixth  part;  and  her  territory  bears 
a  still  less  proportion. 

Mr.  F.  here  read  from  the  letter — 

"That  previous  t«  the  tariff  of  1816,  100,000  yardi 
of  tow  cloth  were  annually  manufactured,  in  their 
families,  by  the  industrious  females  in  the  vicinity,  for 
market,  at  from  twenty  to  twenty-five  cenu  per  yard 
That  this  cloth  was  made  by  the  industrious  poor. 
That,  in  the  same  extent  of  country,  the  last  year, 
not  fifteen  thousand  yards  were  made;  that  these 
females  are  now  out  of  employ ;  that  the  writer  has 
had  applications,  within  the  last  two  years,  for  employ, 
by  these  females,  in  spinning  tlax,  or  any  other  em- 
ployment, for  from  fifty  to  eighty  cents  per  week. 
This  manufacture  gave  employ  to  many  industrious 
females,  who,  by  their  own  labor,  were  well  fed  and 
clothed,  and  contributed  much  to  support  their  fami- 
lies." 

What,  sir,  let  me  ask,  does  this  bill  propose,  in 
relation  to  this  subject?  A  duty  of  three  cents 
per  pound  on  fiax,  to  encourage  the  raising  of  the 
article!  to  aid  the  agriculturist!  while  the  use  of 
the  article  is  almost  entirely  superseded  by  the 
manufacture  of  cotton.  Sir,  your  three  cent  duty 
on  the  importation  of  flax,  is  very  much  like  pro- 
hibiting the  importation  of  coal  to  Newcastle,  and 
it  is  much  to  be  feared  that  the  country  will  find 
its  fond  hopes  and  expectations  of  relief^from  your 
tariff  as  much  disappointed  as  was  the  philoso- 
pher who  attempted  to  extract  sunbeams  from 
cucumbers. 

Mr.  Speaker,  these  are  my  views  of  the  pro- 
posed tariff,  and  of  the  system  of  policy  which  is 
proposed  for  our  adoption.  I  stated,  on  a  former 
occasion,  that  our  present  tsirifi*  needed  revision  ; 
my  opinion  is  not  changed,  that  such  a  judicious 
revision  might  be  made  as  to  afford  suitable  aid 
to  manufactures  without  materially  injuring  any 
other  interest. 

You  have  built  up  some  manufacturing  estab- 
lishments by  your  laws;  they  call  on  you  for  aid 
and  for  protection.  It  is  your  duty  to  prevent  any 
unfair  or  unequal  competition  of  foreign  manu- 
factures with  our  domestic  manufactures  in  our 
own  market.  This  may  be  effectually  done  by 
laying  a  heavy  duty  on  sales  at  auction  of  foreign 
manufacmres,  and  by  the  present  minimum  in  iTie 
bill.  Some  of  our  present  manufacturing  estab- 
lishments require  a  further  temporary  encourage- 
ment to  put  them  in  successful  operation.  This 
may  be  effected  by  a  moderate  increase  of  duty  on 
the  articles  which  directly  compete  with  them  in 
our  own  market,  and  which  are  imported  from 
those  countries  with  which  our  trade  has  been 
least  profitable;  but  their  ultimate  success  must 
depend  on  their  own  industry  and  economy,  and 
the  facilities  which  mav  be  afforded  for  a  foreign 
market  by  means  of  a  free  and  active  commerce, 
to  the  prosperity  of  which  they  will  essentially 
contribute,  with  suitable  encouragement. 

I  cannot  believe  that  sound  policy  would  dic- 
tate such  a  degree  of  encouragement  to  manufac 
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tures  in  this  country,  as  to  invite  capital  from  other 
pursuits,  at  the  present  time.  Our  country  is  in 
Its  infancy;  our  territory  too  extensive;  our  pop- 
ulation not  sufficiently  dense;  nor  the  raw  mate- 
rials of  the  various  manufactures  sufficiently 
plenty;  nor  labor  sufficiently  cheap;  nor  are  the 
habits  of  our  people,  nor  the  genius  of  our  Gov- 
ernment, calculated  for  a  large iind  extensive  man- 
ufacturing people. 

But,  sir,  ray  firm  belief  is  that  by  reducing  the 
present  rate  of  duties  on  the  importation  of  foreisrn 
articles,  which  do  not,  and  will  not,  compete 
with  our  own  manufactures,  so  as  sensibly  to  af- 
fect any  of  our  existing  establishments,  a  foreign 
market  might  now  be  found  for  all  our  surplus 
produce,  and  more  life  and  vigor  restored  to  our 
industry,  than  by  all  the  legislative  aid  which  we 
can  afford.  Reduce  the  duty  on  Madeira  wine, 
on  ardent  spirits,  on  sugar  and  coffee,  the  prod- 
ucts of  those  countries  in  which  your  agriculture 
finds  the  best  market,  so  as  not  to  prevent  their 
importation  from  the  certainty  of  loss  to  the  im- 
porter, and  you  will  find  every  cent  which  you 
take  from  the  imported  article  added  with  inter- 
est and  a  handsome  profit  to  the  produce  of  your 
farms,  and  the  export  of  your  surplus  produce. 
Your  commerce  will  flourish,  your  agriculture 
revive,  your  manufactures  receive  a  powerful 
stimulus,  your  revenue  increase,  and  the  "golden 
days  of  commercial  prosperity  "  will  soon  be  re- 
stored ;  not,  indeed,  to  the  full  extent  which  you 
enjoved  when  you  monopolized  the  trade  of  the 
whole  civilized  world.  Commerce  is  a  common 
inheritance  of  all  nations,  and  in  times  of  general 
peace,  we  must  be  contented  with  our  full  share, 
which  the  industry  and  enterprise  of  our  citizens 
will  always  command,  unless  they  are  prevented 
by  the  restrictions  of  our  own  laws.  Gentlemen 
mistake,  if  they  think  there  is  no  foreign  market 
for  our  produce.  I  believe,  at  this  time,  the  price 
of  our  produce  in  the  West  Indies  is  nearly  the 
same  as  in  the  days  of  our  greatest  prosperity;  but 
they  cannot  purchase  of  us,  unless  we  can  re- 
ceive their  produce  in  return,  and  this  we  cannot 
do  without  incurring  an  immense  loss,  in  conse- 
quence of  our  heavy  duties  on  imports;  and  thu.s, 
the  only  market  for  our  agricultural  products  is 
transferred  to  others,  who  understand  their  inter- 
ests better.  You  give  to  Canada  all  the  West 
India  trade,  and  the  rum,  on  which  you  charge  a 
duty  of  forty-six  cents  a  gallon,  when  imported 
by  your  own  citizens,  is  smuggled  into  the  United 
Stales,  and  you  not  only  lose  the  trade,  but  you 
lose  the  duty  ;  you  encourage  smuggling,  and  you 
do  not  much  improve  the  whiskey  manufacture, 
for  the  rum  will  compete  with  it.  A  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  stated  that  rum  in  Quebec,  I 
think,  costs  only  about  five  cents  more  than  your 
present  duty. 

Sir,  I  must  be  allowed  to  say,  that  your  tariff 
needs  a  judicious  revision,  and  that  such  a  revis- 
ion might  be  made  ;  but,  I  cannot  say  the  pre.sent 
bill  provides  such  a  judicious  revision. 

When  Mr.  Foot  had  concluded — 

Mr.  Barbour  suggested  to  the  mover  of  this 
amendment  to  modify  his  proposition,  by  moving 


first  to  strike  out  the  minimum,  and  then  to  in- 
crease the  ad  valorem  duty,  in  order  that  those 
who  were  opposed  to  the  minimum,  might  have 
an  opportunity  of  voting  so  as  to  express  that 
opinion  without,  at  the  same  time,  voting  to  raise 
the  duty. 

Mr.  Rich  declined  thus  to  modify  his  amend- 
ment. 

The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Messrs. 
Kre.mer,  Foot,  and  McDuffie.  Mr.  Barbour 
then  declared  that,  as  the  gentlemen  from  Ver- 
mont had  refused  the  modification  requested,  he 
should  vote  against  the  amendment  to  strike  out 
and  insert,  and  if  the  question  on  that  amendment 
should  be  decided  in  the  negative,  a  motion 
would  then  be  in  order  simply  to  strike  out  the 
minimum. 

After  some  observations  by  Mr.  Mercer,  the 
question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Rich's  motion, 

by  yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative 

yeas  103,  nays  97,  as  follows. 

Vkas — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander  of  Tenneuee, 
Allison,  Baylies,  Barber  of  Connecticut,  Bartley, 
Blair,  Bradley.  Breck,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Buck,  Cady, 
Campbell  of  Ohio,  Casaedy,  Cook,  Crafts,  Culpeper, 
Durfee,  Dwight,  Eaton,  Eddy,  Farrelly,  Findlay, 
Forsyth,  Forward,  Fuller,  Gazlay,  Harris,  Harvey, 
Hayden,  Hemphill,  Henry,  Herkimer,  Holcombe, 
Houston,  Isacks,  Jenkins,  J.  T.  Johnson,  F.  Johnson, 
Kidder,  Kremer,  Lathrop,  Lawrence,  Letcher,  Little, 
Livermore,  Mc.\rthur,  McKean,  McKim,  McLean  of 
Ohio,  .Mallary,  Markley,  Marvin,  Matson,  Metcalfe, 
Miller.  Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania,  Mitchell  of  Mary- 
land, .Moore  of  Kentucky,  Morgan,  Owen,  Patterson 
of  Pennsylvania,  Patterson  of  Ohio,  Pluiner  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Prince,  Reynolds,  Richards,  Rich,  Rogers, 
Rose,  Scott,  Sharpe,  Sibley,  Sloane,  Arthur  Smith, 
Standefer.  Sterling,  Stewart,  Stoddard,  Storrs,  Strong, 
Taylor,  Test,  Tod,  Trimble,  Tyson,  Udree,  Van 
Wyck,  Vinton,  Wayne,  Whipple,  Whitman,  Whit- 
tlesey, White,  Wickliffe,  Williams  of  New  V'ork, 
James  Wilson,  Henry  Wilson,  Wilson  of  Ohio, 
Wood,  Woods,  and  Wright. 

Nats — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Al- 
len ttf  Massachuseiis,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Archer, 
P.  P.  Barbour,  Bas«eti.  Brent,  Buckner,  Burleigh, 
Burton,  Cambreleng,  Campbell  of  South  Carolina, 
Carter,  Gary,  Clark,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Colliua,  Condict, 
Conner,  Craig,  Cu^hman,  Culhbert,  Day,  Dwinell, 
Edwards  of  >orlh  Carolina,  Ellis,  Floyd,  Foot  of 
Connecticut,  Foote  of  New  York,  Frost,  Garrison, 
Garnett,  Gatlin,  Gist,  Govan,  Gurley,  Hall,  Hamilton, 
Hayward,  Herrick,  Hobart,  Hogeboom,  Hooka,  John- 
son of  Virginia,  Lee,  Leflwich,  Lincoln,  Litchfield, 
Livingston.  Locke,  Long,  Longfellow,  McCoy,  Mc- 
Duffie, McKee,  McLane  of  Delaware,  Mangum,  Mar- 
tindale,  Matlack,  Mercer,  Moore  of  Alabama,  Neale, 
Nelson.  Newton,  O'Brien,  Plumer  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, Poinsett,  Randolph,  Rankin,  Reed,  Rivca,  Ross, 
Saunders,  Sandford,  William  Smith,  Spaight,  Spence, 
A.  Stevenson,  J.  Stephenson.  Swan,  Taliaferro,  Tatt- 
nall, Ten  Eyck,  Thompson  of  Georgia,  Thompson  o( 
Kentucky,  Tomlinson,  Tracy,  Tucker  of  South  Caro- 
lina, Vance  of  North  Carolina,  Vance  of  Ohio,  Van 
Rensselaer,  Wartield,  Williams  of  Virginia,  Williams 
of  North  Carolina,  and  Wilson  of  South  Carolina. 

Mr.  Philip  P.  Barbour  then  moved  further  to 
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amend  the  said  bill,  by  striking  out  the  following 
paragraph  of  the  fir^l  section  thereof,  viz  : 

"First.  On  all  manufacturers  of  wool,  or  of  which 
wool  shall  be  a  component  part,  a  duty  of  thirty  per 
centum  ad  valorem,  until  the  30th  day  of  June,  1825  ; 
and  after  that  time,  a  duty  of  thirty-three  and  one- 
third  per  centum  ad  valorem,  until  the  30th  day  of 
June,  1626  ;  and  after  that  time,  a  duty  of  thirty-seven 
and  a  half  per  centum  ad  valorem." 

Mr.  Barbour  explaiDeJ. 

And,  on  the  question  to  agree  to  this  amend- 
ment, it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas 75, 
nays  124,  as  follows  : 

Yea» — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Allen 
of  Tennessee,  Archer,  Philip  P.  Barbour.  Bassett, 
Breck,  Brent,  Buckner,  Burleigh,  Burton,  Cam- 
breleng,  Campbell  of  South  Carohna,  Carter,  Cary, 
Cobb,  Cocke,  Conner,  Culpeper,  Cushman,  Cuthbert, 
Dwinell,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Floyd.  Forsyth, 
Fuller,  Gatlin,  Gist,  Govan,  Gurley,  Hall,  Hamilton, 
Hayward,  Herrick,  Hooks,  Lee,  Leftwich,  Livingston, 
Locke,  Long,  Longfellow,  McCoy,  McDuffie.  McKee, 
Mangum,  Mercer,  Neale.  Newton,  O'Brien,  Owen, 
Poinsett,  Randolph,  Rankin,  Reynolds,  Rives,  Saun- 
ders, Sandford,  Arthur  Smith,  Alexander  Smith,  Wil- 
liam Smith,  Spaight,  Spence.  A.Stevenson,  J.  Ste- 
phenson, Taliaferro,  Tattnall,  Thompson  of  Georgia, 
Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Vance 
of  North  Carolina,  Warfield,  Williams  of  New  York, 
Willisms  of  Virginia,  Williams  of  North  Carolina, 
and  Wilson  of  South  Carolina. 

Nats— Messrs.  Alexander  of  Tennessee,  Allen  of 
Massachusetts.  Allison,   Baylies,  Barber  of  Connecti- 
cut, Bartley,  Blair,  Bradley,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Buck, 
Cady,  Campbell   of   Ohio,   Cassedy,    Clark,   Collins, 
Condict,  Cook,   CrafU,   Craig,   Crowninshield,    Day, 
Durfee,   Dwight,  Eaton,  Eddy.   Elli.^,  Farrelly.  Find- 
lay,  Foot  of  Connecticut,  Forward,  Garrison,  Gazlay, 
Harris,  Harvey,  Hayden,  Hemphill,  Henry,  Herkimer, 
Hobart,  Hogeboom.  Holcombe.  Houston,  Isarks,  Jen- 
kins, Johnson  of  Virginia,  J.  T.  Johnson.  F.Johnson, 
Kidder.   Kremer,   Lathrop,    Lawrence,  Letcher,  Lin- 
coln,   Litchfield,   Little,   Livermore,    McArthur,    Mc- 
Kean,    McKira,    McLane    of  Delaware,    .McLean    of 
Ohio,  Mallary,  Markley,  MartinJale,  .Marvin,  Matlack, 
Mataon,  Metcalfe,   Miller.   Mitchell   of  Pennsylvania, 
Mitchell  of  Maryland,   Moore  of  Kentucky,  .Morgan', 
Nelson,  Patterson  of  Pennsylvania,  Patterson  of  Ohio, 
Plumer  of  New  Hampshire,  Piumer  of  Pennsylvania', 
Prince,  Reed,  Richards,    Rich,    Rogers.   Rose.  Ross, 
Scott,    Sharpe,    Sibley,    Sloane,  SUndefer,    Sterling, 
Stewart,  Stoddard,  Storrs,  Strong.  Swan,  Taylor,  Ten 
Eyck,  Test,  Thompson   of  Kentucky,   Tod,  Tomlin- 
son,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Tyson,   Udree,  Vance  of  Ohio, 
Van  Rensselaer,  Van  Wyck,  Vinton,  Wayne,  Whip- 
ple, Whitman,   Whittlesey.  White,    WicklifTe,  James 
Wilson,    Henry    Wilson,    Wilson    of    Ohio,    Wood, 
Woods,  and  Wright. 

Mr.  Conner  moved  further  to  amend  the  said 
bill,  by  striking  therefrom  the  following  item  : 
'•On  iron  in  bars  or  bolts,  not  manufactured  in 
whole,  or  in  part,  by  roiling,  nmety  cents  per 
hundred  and  twelve  pounds  weiglit."' 

And,  on  the  question  to  agree  to  this  amend- 
ment,  it  was  decided  in  the  nt'gative yeas  81, 

nays  114,  as  follows: 

YiAs— Messrs.  Alexander   of  Virginia,    Allen    of 


Massachusetts,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Archer,  Baylies, 
P.  P.  Barbour,  Bassett,  Brint,  Buck,  Burleigh,  Cam- 
breleng,  Campbell  of  South  Carolina,  Cary,  Clark, 
Cobb,  Conner,  Crowninshield,  Culpeper,  Cushman, 
Cuthbert,  Dwinell,  Edwards  of  Norlb  Carolina,  Floyd, 
Foutc  of  New  York,  Forsyth.  Fuller,  fJarnett,  Gatlin, 
Gist,  Govan,  Gurley,  Hamilton.  Harvey,  Hayward, 
Herrick,  Hobart,  Hooks,  Kidder,  Lee,  Leftwich.  Lin- 
coln, Litchfield,  Livermore.  Livingston,  Locke,  Long- 
fellow, McCoy,  McDuffie,  MtKee,  .McKim,  Mangum, 
Mercer,  Moore  of  Alabama.  Neale,  Nelson,  O'Brien, 
Owen,  Piumer  of  New  Hampshire,  Poinsett,  Ran- 
dolph, Rankin,  Reed,  Rives,  Saunders,  .\rthur  Smith, 
Alexander  Smith,  William  Smith,  Spaight,  Spence, 
A.  Stevenson.  J.  Stephenson.  Taliaferro,  Tattnall, 
Thompson  of  Georgia.  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of 
South  Carolina,  Warficid,  Whipple,  Williams  of  New 
York,  Williams  of  North  Cirolina,  and  Wilson  of 
South  Carolina. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander  of  Tennessee, 
Allison.  Barber  of  Connecticut,  Blair.  Bradley,  Brown, 
Buchanan.  Buck,  Buckner,  Cady,  Campbell  of  Ohio, 
Cassedy,  Cocke,  Collins,  Condict,  Cook,  Crafts,  Craig, 
Day,  Durfee,  Dwight,  Eaton,  ElUs,  Farrelly,  Findlay, 
Foot  of  Connecticut,  Forward,  Garrison,  (iazlay,  Har- 
ris, Hayden,  Hemphill,  Henry,  Herkimer,  Hogeboom, 
Holcombe,  Houston,  Isacks,  Jenkins,  Johnson  of  Vir- 
ginia, J.  T.  Juhnsoii,  F.  Johnson,  Kremer,  Lathrop, 
Lawrence,  Letcher,  Little,  McArthur,  McKean,  Mc- 
Lane of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Mallary  .Markley, 
Martindalc,  Marvin,  Matlack,  Matron.  Metcalfe,  Mil- 
ler, Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania,  Mitchell  of  Maryland, 
Moore  of  Kentucky,  Morgan,  Newton,  Patterson  of 
Pennsylvania,  Patterson  of  Ohio,  Piumer  of  Pennsyl- 
vania.  Prince,  Reynold.*,  Richards,  Rich,  Rogers,  Rose, 
Ross.  Sandford,  Scott,  Sharpe,  Sibley,  Sloane.  Stande- 
fer.  Sterling,  Stewart,  Stoddard,  Storrs,  Strong,  Swan, 
Taylor.  Ten  Eyck.  Test,  Thompson  of  Kentucky, 
Tod,  Tomlinson,  Tracy,  Trimble.  Tyson,  Udree, 
Vance  of  North  Carolina,  Vance  of  Ohio,  Van  Rens- 
selaer, Van  Wyck,  Vinton.  Wayne,  Whitman,  Whit- 
tlesey, White,  Wickliffe,  Williams  of  Virginia,  James 
Wilson,  Henry  Wilson,  Wilson  of  Ohio,  Wood, 
Wood*!,  and  WrighU 

In  the  second  paragraph  of  the  first  section  of 
the  said  bill,  is  the  following  proviso  : 

"  Provided,  That  all  cotton  cloths,  whatsoever,  or 
cloths  of  which  cotton  Khali  be  a  component  material, 
excepting  nankeens  imported  directly  from  China, 
the  original  cost  of  which  at  the  place  whence  import- 
ed, with  the  addition  of  twenty  per  centum  if  imported 
from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  or  any  place  beyond  it; 
and  of  ten  per  centum  if  imported  from  any  other 
place,  shall  be  less  than  thirty-five  cenU  per  square 
yard,  shall,  with  such  addition,  be  taken  and  deemed 
to  have  coet  thirty-five  cents  per  square  yard,  and 
shall  be  charged  with  duty  accordingly." 

Mr.  Isacks  moved  to  amend  ibis  proviso,  by 
striking  out  the  words  '•  ibirty-five,"  and  insert- 
ing "  twenty-five." 

And,  on  the  question  to  agree  to  this  amend- 
ment, it  was  dfiermined  in  the  negative — yeas 68, 
nays  115,  as  follows: 

Ykas — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Alex- 
ander of  Tennessee,  Allen  ot  Tennessee,  Archer, 
P.  P.  Barbour,  Bassett,  Blair,  Breck,  Brent,  Bucknor, 
Burton,  Carabreieng,  Campbell  of  South  Carolina, 
Carter,  Cary,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Conner,  Culpeper,  Cush- 
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man, Cuthbert,  Day,  Dwinell,  Edwards  of  North  Car- 
olina, Floyd,  Forsyth,  Frost,  Fuller,  Garnett,  Gatlin, 
Gist,  Govan,  Gurley,  Hall,  Hamilton,  Hayward,  Her- 
rick, Hobart,  Hooks,  Houston,  Isacks,  Kent,  Lee, 
Leftwich,  Lincoln,  Litchfield,  Livingston,  Locke, 
Long,  Longfellow,  .McCoy,  McDutBe,  McKee,  Man- 
gum, Mercer,  Moore  of  Alabama,  Neale,  Nelson,  O'- 
Brien, Owen,  Piumer  of  New  Hampshire,  Poinsett, 
Randolph,  Rankin,  Reed,  Reynolds,  Rives,  Saunders, 
Sandford,  Arthur  Smith,  Alexander  Smyth,  William 
Smith,  Spaight,  Spence,  Standefer,  A.  Stevenson,  J. 
Stephenson,  Taliaferro,  Tattnall,  Thompson  of  Geor- 
gia, Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina, 
Vance  of  North  Carolina,  Warfield,  Williams  of  Vir- 
ginia, Williams  of  North  Carolina,  and  Wilson  of 
South  Carolina. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  Massachusetts,  Al- 
lison, Baylies,  Barber  of  Connecticut,  Bartley,  Brad- 
ley. Brown,  Buchanan,  Buck.  Burleigh,  Cady,  Camp- 
bell of  Ohio,  Cassedy,  Clark,  Collins,  Condict.  Cook, 
Crafts,  Crair.  Crowninshield,  Durfee,  Dwight,  Eaton. 
Eddy,  Ellis,  Farrelly.   Findlay,  Foot  of  Connecticut, 
Foole  of  New  York,  Forward,  Garrison.  Gazlay,  Har-  j 
ris,  Harvey,    Hayden,    Hemphill.    Henry,   Herkimer,  ' 
Hogeboom,  Holcombe,   Jenkins,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  | 
J.  T.  Johnson,  F.  Johnson,  Kidder,  Kremer,  Lathrop, 
Lawrence.  Letcher.  Little,  Livermore,  Mc.\rthur,  Mc- 
Keun,    McKim,    .VIcLane    of   Delaware,    McLean   of; 
Ohio,  Mallary,  .Markley,  Marlindale,  Marvin,  .Vlallack, 
Matson,   Metcalfe,  Miller,    Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania,  j 
Mitchell  of  Maryland.   Moore  of  Kentucky,    Morgan,  i 
Newton,  Patterson  of  Pennsylvania,  Patterson  of  Ohio, 
Piumer    of    Pennsylvania,    Prince,    Richards,    Rich, 
Rogers,   Rose,   Ross,    Scott,   Sharpe,    Sibley,  Sloane, 
Sterling,   Stewart,   Stoddard,    Storrs,    Strong,  Swan, 
Taylor,    Ten  Eyck.  Test,    Thompson   of   Kentucky, 
Tod,  Tomlinson,  Trimble,  Tyson,   Udree,    Vance  of 
Ohio,  Van  Rensselaer,   Van  Wyck,    Vinton,  Wayne, 
Whipple,   Whitman,   Whittlesey,    White,   Wickliffe, 
Williams  of  New  York,   James  WiUon,  Henry  Wil- 
son, Wilson  of  Ohio,  Wood,  Woods,  and  Wright. 

Mr.  Crowninshield  then  moved  further  to 
amend  the  said  bill,  by  erasing  therefrom  the  fol- 
lowing clause  : 

"  Third. — On  wool,  unmanufactured,  a  duty  of  20 
per  centum  ad  valorem,    until    the    1st  day  of  June, 
1825;  afterwards,  a  duty  of  25  per  centum   ad  valo- 
rem, until  the  Ist  of  June,    1826;  afterwards,  a  duty 
of  30  per  centum,  until  1st  of  June,  1827  ;  afterwards, 
a  duty  of  35  per  centum  ad  valorem,  until  the  1st  of 
June,  1828;  afterwards,  a  duty  of  40  per  centum  ad 
valorem,  until  the  1st  June,  1829;  afterwards,  a  duty 
of  45  per  centum    ad  valorem,   until   1st  June,  183U  ; 
and,  after  that  time,  a  duty  of  50  per  centum  ad  valo- 
rem :    Provided,    That   all  wool,   the    actual   value  of 
which,  at  the  place  whence  imported,  shall  not  exceed 
ten  cents   per  pound,  shall   be  charged  with  a  duty  of 
fifteen  per  centum  ad  valorem,  and  no  more." 

And,  on  the  question  to  agree  to  this  amend- 
ment, it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  74, 
nays  129,  as  follows  : 

YiAS — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Ar- 
cher, Baylies,  P.  P.  Barbour,  Bassett,  Bradley,  Breck, 
Brent,  Burton,  Cainbreleng,  Campbell  of  South  Caro- 
lina, Carter,  Cary,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Conner,  Crownin- 
shield, Culpeper,  Cushman,  Cuthbert,  Dwight,  Ed- 
Floyd,    Forsyth.    Fuller, 


Hayward,  Herrick,  Hooks,  Kent,  Leftwich,  Livingston, 
Locke,  I<ong,  McDuffie,    McKee,  McLane    of  Dels* 
ware,   Mangum,   Mercer,   Moore   of  Alabama,  Neale, 
NeUon,  Newton,  Owen,  Poinsett,  Randolph,  Rankin, 
Reed,  Rives,  Saunders,  Sandford,  Sibley,  Arthur  Smith, 
Alexander  Smyth,    William  Smith,  Spaight,  A.  Ste- 
venson, J.  Stephenson,  Taliaferro,   Tattnall,  Thomp.^ 
son  of  Georgia,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of   South 
Carolina,  Warfield,  Williams  of  New  York,  Williams 
of  North  Carolina,  and  Wilson  of  South  Carolina. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander  of  Tennessee, 
Allen  of  Massachusetts,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Allison, 
Barber  of  Connecticut,  Bartley,  Blair,  Brown,  Buch- 
anan, Buck,  Buckner,  Burleigh,  Cady,  Campbell  of 
Ohio,  Cassedy.  Clark,  Collins,  Condict,  Cook,  Crafts, 
Craig,  Day,  Durfee,  Dwinell,  Eaton,  Eddy,  Ellis, 
Farrelly.  Findiay.  Foot  of  Connecticut,  Foote  of  New 
York,  Forward.  Frost,  Garrison,  Gazlay,  Harris,  Har- 
vey, Hayden,  Hemphill,  Henry,  Herkimer,  Hogeboom, 
Holcombe,  Houston,  Isacks,  Jenkins,  Johnson  of 
Virginia.  J.  T.  Johnson,  F.  Johnson,  Kidder,  Kremer, 
Lathrop,  Lawrence,  Lee,  Letcher,  Lincoln,  Litchfield, 
Little,  Livermore,  Longfellow.  McArthur,  McCoy, 
McKean,  McKim,  McLean  of  Ohio.  Mallary,  Mark- 
ley,  Martindale,  Marvin,  Matlack,  Matson,  Metcalfe, 
Miller,  .Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania,  Mitchell  of  Mary- 
land, Moore  of  Kentucky,  Morgan.  O'Brien,  Patter- 
son of  Pennsylvania,  Patterson  of  Ohio,  Piumer  of 
New  Hampshire,  Piumer  of  Pennsylvania,  Prince, 
Reynolds,  Richards,  Rich,  Rogers,  Rose,  Ross,  Scott, 
Sharpe,  Sloane,  Spence,  Standefer,  Sterling,  Stewart, 
Stoddard,  Storrs,  Strong,  Swan,  Taylor,  Ton  Ejck, 
Test,  Thompson  of  Kentucky,  Tod,  Tomlinson,  Tra- 
cy, Trimble,  Tyson,  Udree,  Vance  of  North  Carolina, 
Vance  of  Ohio,  Van  Rensselaer,  Van  Wyck,  Vinton, 
Wayne,  Whipple,  Whitman,  Whittlesey,  White, 
Wickliffe,  Williama  of  Virginia,  James  Wilson,  Hen- 
ry Wilson,  Wilson  of  Ohio,  Wood,  Woods,  and 
Wright. 

Mr.  Allen,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to  insert, 
after  the  ISOih  line,  the  following  :  "  On  browa 
sugar  two  cents  per  pound,  and  on  while  or  clayed 
sugar  three  cents  per  pound.'' 

A  debate  took  place,  in  which  Messrs.  Allen, 
Brent,  Ross,  Wickliffe,  Cook,  Livingston, 
McLane  of  Delaware,  and  Randolph,  took 
part. 

Mr.  Randolph  said  that  if  the  House  would 
lend  him  its  attention  for  five  minutes,  he  thought 
he  could  demonstrate  that  the  argument  of  the 
gentleman  from  Delaware,  in  favor  of  the  in- 
creased duty  on  brown  sugar,  was  one  of  the  most 
suicidal  arguments  that  ever  reared  its  spectral 
front  in  a  deliberative  assembly. 

The  gentleman  objects  to  reducing  the  duty  on 
sugar,  because  it  will  diminish  the  revenue,  which 
he  says  we  cannot  dispense  with — and  yet  he 
wishes  to  continue  it  as  a  bounty  of  three  dollars 
per  one  hundred  pounds,  (not  the  long  hundred  of 
112  lbs.,)  until  the  sugar  planting  and  sugar  manu- 
facture should  be  extended,  so  as  to  supply  the 
whole  demand  of  our  consumption.  Then,  what 
becomes  of  the  revenue  from  sugar  that  we  can- 
not dispense  with  7  This  is  what  I  call  a  suicidal 
argument — it  destroys  itself.  < 

But,  we  must  not  reduce  the  duty  to  what  it 
wards  of  North  Carolina,  Floyd,  Forsyth.  Fuller,  stood  at,  only  eight  years  ago,  because  it  will  in- 
Garneit,  Gatlin,  Gist,  Govan,  Gurley,  Hall,  Hamilton,  1  jure  the  sale  of  the  public  lands.     Yes,  sir,  the 
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public  lands!  for  which,  sold  or  unsold,  we  never 
get  paid.  Tl>e  gentleman  would  persuade  us  that 
we  are  under  obligation  to  such  purchasers  as 
bought  the  sugar  lands  under  the  existing  duty — 
and  how  many  sugar  estates  have  been  established 
on  lands  bought  of  the  public — and  since  the  year 
1816,  loo?  Sir,  this  argument  of  obligation  to 
tax  ourselves,  for  the  profit  of  these  overgrown 
sugar  planters,  will  not  hold  water.  It  will  not 
even  hold  cotton. — [Mr.  Tod's  reiterated  mo- 
tions to  enhance  the  tax  on  cotton  bagging,  had 
just  succeeded  by  the  Speaker's  ca.siing  vote.J 
We  are  not  to  reduce  the  duty  on  sugar  for  fear 
of  injuring  the  sale  of  the  public  lands,  for  which, 
although  we  may  obtain  nominal  payment,  we 
shall  never  receive  one  penny. 

[Mr.  McLane,  at  the  commencement  of  his  re- 
ply, appearing  to  be  much  irritated,  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph rose  and  assured  him  that  he  intended  not 
the  slightest  personal  disrespect  or  offence — but 
Mr.  McLane  went  on  to  say  that  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  had  displayed  a  good  head — but  he 
would  not  accept  that  gentleman's  head,  to  be  ob- 
liged to  have  his  heart  along  with  it.) 

Mr.  Randolph  replied. 

It  costs  me  nothing,  sir,  to  say  that  I  very  much 
regret  that  the  zeal  which  I  have  not  only  felt  but 
cherished,  on  the  subject  of  laying  taxes  in  a 
manner  which,  in  my  judgment,  is  inconsistent, 
not  merely  with  the  spirit,  but  the  very  letter  of 
the  Constitution — should  have  given  to  my  re- 
marks, on  this  subject,  a  pungency  which  has 
rendered  them  disagreeable,  and  even  offensive  to 
the  gentleman  from  Delaware.  For  that  gentle- 
man I  have  never  expressed  any  other  sentiment 
but  respect — I  have  never  uttered,  or  entertained, 
an  unkind  feeling  towards  that  gentleman,  either 
in  this  House  or  elsewhere — nor  do  I  now  feel 
any  such  sentiment  towards  him — I  never  pressed 
my  regard  upon  him — 1  press  it  upon  no  man. 
He  appears  to  have  considered  my  remarks  as 
having  a  personal  application  to  himself  I  cer- 
tainly did  not  intend  to  give  them  that  direction, 
and  I  think  that  my  prompt  disclaimer  of  any 
such  intention  ought  to  have  disarmed  his  resent- 
ment, however  justly  it  may  have  been  excited. 
He  has  been  pleased,  sir,  to  say  something  which, 
no  doubt,  he  thinks  very  severe,  about  my  head 
and  my  heart. 

How  easy,  sir,  would  it  be  for  me  to  reverse  the 
gentleman's  proposition,  and  to  retort  upon  him, 
that  I  would  not,  in  return,  take  that  gentleman's 
heart,  however  good  it  may  be,  if  obliged  to  take 
such  a  head  into  the  bargain. 

But,  sir,  I  do  not  think  this — I  never  thought 
it — and,  therefore,  I  cannot  be  so  ungenerous  as  to 
say  it:  for,  Mr.  Speaker,  who  made  me  a  searcher 
of  hearts? — of  the  heart  of  a  fellow  man,  a  fellow 
sinner?  Sir,  this  is  an  awful  subject!  better 
suited  to  Friday  or  Sunday  next,  (Good  Friday 
and  Easter  Sunday.)  two  of  the  most  solemn 
days  in  the  Christian  calendar — when  1  hope  we 
shall  all  consider  it,  and  lay  it  to  heart  as  we 
ought  to  do. 

But,  sir,  I  must  still  maintain  that  the  argument 
of  the  gentleman  is  suicidal— he  has  fairly  worked 


the  equation,  and  one  half  of  his  argument  is  a 
complete  and  conclusive  answer  to  the  other. 
And,  sir,  if  I  should  ever  be  so  unfortunate  as 
through  inadvertence,  or  the  heat  of  debate,  to 
fall  into  such  an  error,  I  should,  so  far  from  beinw 
offended,  feel  myself  under  obligation  to  any  gen* 
tleman  who  would  expose  its  fallacy,  even  by 
ridicule — as  fair  a  weapon  as  any  in  the  whole 
Parliamentary  armory.  I  shall  not  go  so  far  as 
to  maintain,  with  my  Lord  Shaftesbury,  that  it  is 
the  unerring  lest  of  truth,  whatever  il  may  be  of 
teniper — but  if  it  be  proscribed  as  a  weapon  as 
unfair  as  it  is  confessedly  powerful,  what  shall 
we  say  (I  put  it,  sir,  to  you,  and  to  the  House)  to 
the  poisoned  arrow? — to  the  tomahawk  and  the 
scalping  knife  ?  Could  the  most  unsparing  use  of 
ridicule  justify  a  resort  to  these  weapons?  Was 
this  a  reason  that  the  gentleman  should  sit  in 

judgment   on    my    heart  J — yes,    sir,   viy  heart 

which  the  gentleman,  (whatever  he  may  say,)  m 
his  heart,  believes  to  be  a  frank  heart,  as  I  trust  it 
is  a  brave  heart.  Sir,  i  dismiss  the  gentleman  to 
his  self-complacency — let  him  go — yes,  sir,  let 
him  go — and  thank  his  God  that  he  is  not  as  this 
Publican. 

A  niotion  to  adjourn  was  now  made,  and  de- 
cided in  the  negative — ayes  Sf>,  noes  99. 

And  then  the  question  on  Mr.  Allen's  motion 
was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  as  fol- 
lows: Yeas  89,  nays  102. 

Veas — Messrs.  -\dame,  .Alexander  of  Virginia,  Al- 
len of  Massachusetts,  Allen  of  Tennessee.  P.  P.  Bar- 
bour, Brown,    Buckner,  Burton,  Cady,  Carabreleng, 
Campbell  of  South   Carohna,   Gary,    Cobb,   Conner, 
Cook,  Crafts,  Culjieper,  Cushman,  Dwinell,  Edwards 
of  North  Carolina,  Floyd,  Foot  of  Connecticut,  Foote 
of  New  York,  Gist,  Govan,  Hall,  Hamilton,  Harvey, 
Hayward,  Henry.   Herrick,  Hooks,    Houston,    Kent, 
Lathrop,  Lee,  Letcher,  Little,  Livermcu-e,  Longfellow, 
lVIc.\rthur,  McCoy,  McDuffie,  .McKim,  Mangum.Mar- 
tindale,   Mallack.   Mercer.    Metcalfe,    Miller,  Mitchell 
of    .Maryland,     Neale,    Nelson,    Newton,     O'Brien, 
Plumer  of    New    Hampshire,    Randolph,    Reynolds, 
Rich,   Ross,   Saunders,   Scott,  Sibley,  .Arthur  Smith, 
Alexander  Smyth,  Spaight,  Spence,  Sterling,  .\ndrew 
Stevenson,    J.   Stephenson,    Stoddard,   Strong,    Tali- 
aferro, 1'attnall,  Thompson  of  Georgia,    Tomlinson, 
Tracy,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South 
Carolina,  Udree,  Whitman,  W  hitllesey.  White,  Wick- 
liffe,  Williams  of  New  York,  WiUiams  of  Virginia, 
Williams  of  North  Carolina,  and  WiUon   of  South 
Carolina. 

^ATs — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Ten.,  Allison, 
.\rcher,  Baylies,  BarberofCon.,  BartJev,  Basselt,  Blair,. 
Brsnt,  Buchanan.  Buck,  Burleigh,  Campbell  of  Ohio, 
Uassedy,  Cocke,  Collins,  Condict,Craig,Crowninshield, 
t  uthbert,  Day,  Durfee,  Dwight,  Eaton,  Eddy,  Ellis, 
Farrelly,  Findlay,  Forsyth,  Forward,  Frost,  Fuller, 
Garrison,  Garnett,  Gatlin,  Gazlay,  Gurley,  Harris, 
Hayden,  Hemphill,  Hohart,  Holcorobe,  Isacks,  John- 
son of  Virginia,  J.  T.  Johnson.  F.  Johnson,  Kremer, 
Lawrence,  Leftwich,  Lincoln,  Litchfield,  Livingston, 
Locke,  Long,  .McKee,  McLane  of  Delaware,  .McLean 
of  Ohi»,  .Mallary,  Markley,  Marvin,  Mitchell  of  Penn- 
•ylvania,  Moore  of  Kentucky,  .Moore  of  Alabama,. 
Owen,  Patterson  of  Pennsylvania,  Patterson  of  Ohio, 
Plumer  of  Pennsylvania,  Pomselt,  Prince,  Rankin, 
Richards,    Rives,    Rogers,    Rose,    Stndlord,    Shtrpe, 
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Sloane,  William  Smith,  Standefer,  Stewart,  Storrs, 
Swan,  Taylor,  Ten  Eyck,  Test,  Thompson  of  Ken- 
tucky, Tod,  Vance  of  North  Carolina,  Vance  of  Ohio, 
Van  Rensselaer,  Van  Wyck,  Vinton,  Warfield,  Wayne, 
Whipple,  James  Wilson,  Henry  W'ilson,  Wilson  of 
Ohio,  Wood,  Woods,  and  Wright. 

So,  the  motion  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Long  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  re- 
ducing the  duty  on  bolting  cloths,  from  fifteen 
per  cent,  ad  valorem  to  tea  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 
And  the  question  thereon  being  stated,  the  House 
adjourned. 


Tuesday,  April  13. 

Mr.  Webster,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  which  was  referred  bills  from  the 
Senate,  of  the  following  titles,  viz  : 

1st.  An  act  to  provide  for  the  security  of  public 
money  in  the  hands  of  clerks  of  courts,  attorneys, 
and  marshals,  and  their  deputies; 

2d.  An  act  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt ; 

3d.  An  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  'An 
act  for  the  relief  of  persons  imprisoned  for  debt ;" 

4th.  An  act  to  change  the  terms  of  the  circuit 
and  district  courts  of  the  United  States  in  the 
State  of  Ohio,  and  one  of  the  terms  of  the  circuit 
court  in  Kentucky  ; 

5ih.  An  act  to  authorize  the  settlement  of  the 
accounts  of  Benjamin  Lincoln,  and  others;  re- 
ported the  said  bills,  severally,  without  amend- 
ment.    When  It  was 

(JrcUred,  That  the  first  and  second  of  the  said 
bills  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  to-morrow;  that  the  third  and  fourth  of  j  rejected 


milting  three  statements  in  relation  to  the  amount 
and  disposition  of  the  two  and  three  per  cent, 
funds,  arising  from  the  sale  of  public  lands;  pre- 
pared in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  this  House; 
which  communication  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  CocKE  laid  the  following  resolution  on  the 
table,  for  consideration  to-naorrow,  viz: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  State* 
be  requested  to  inform  this  House  what  amount  of 
money  has  been  refunded  to  the  Government  by  the 
several  prize  agents,  since  the  1st  day  of  March,  1823, 
designating  the  amount  paid  Ly  each  agent,  and  when 
paid  ;  what  legal  proceedings  have  been  instituted 
against  each  delinquent  agent,  when  instituted,  and 
the  present  state  of  said  proceedings  ;  and  whether 
the  provisions  of  the  joint  resolution  of  Congress, 
approved  March  3,  1823,  have  been  enforced  in  all 
cases. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Joh.n  S.  Barbour,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  making  further  pro- 
vision, by  law,  for  the  relief  of  Nimrod  Farrow 
and  Richard  Harris,  and  their  securities. 

The  resolution  yesterday  laid  on  the  table  by 
Mr.  Conner,  calling  for  information  of  (he  expen- 
diture of  certain  appropriations  for  improving 
the  President's  Square,  «tc,,  was  taken  up,  and 
agreed  to. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

The  House  then  passed  to  the  unfinished  busi- 
ness of  yesterday,  which  was  the  motion  of  Mr. 
\  Long,  to  reduce  the  duty  on  bolting  cloths  from 
j  fifteen  to   ten   per  cent,  ad  valorem.     The  ques- 
tion  being  taken,  the  proposed  amendment  was 


the  said  bills  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow;  and 
that  the  fifth  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  *'An  act  to  enable  the  holders  of 
French,  British,  and  Spanish  titles  to  lands  within 
that  part  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  situated  to  the 
east  of  the  river  Mississippi,  and  island  of  New 
Orleans,  which  have  not  been  recognised  as  valid 
by  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  to  insti- 
tute proceedings  to  try  the  validity  thereof,"  re- 
ported the  same  with  amendments  ;  and  the  bill 
was  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  of  this 
House,  granting  pre-emption  rights  to  certain 
settlers  in  the  district  of  Jackson  Courthouse. 

The  Committee  of  Claims  to  which  was  refer- 
red, yesterday,  a  message  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  relating  to  a  claim  of  the  State 
of  Virginia,  for  interest  on  money  advanced  for 
militia  service,  during  the  war  with  Great  Brit- 
ain, were  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion thereof,  and  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Nelson,  from  the  Committee  on  Expen- 
ditures on  the  Public  Buildings,  made  a  report  in 
relation  to  the  application  and  expenditure  of  mo- 
neys appropriated  lor  the  public  buildings;  which 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  commu- 
nication from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  traos- 


Mr.  MooRE,  of  Alabama,  then  movtd  the  pre- 
vious question  on  the  bill,  (which  precludes  all 
further  amendment  as  well  as  debate.)  The  call 
was  not  sustained  by  the  requisite  number  of 
members. 


Mr.  Too  proposed,  as  an  amendment,  to  add 
to  the  clause  laying  a  duty  on  cotton  bagging,  the 
following  words:  "until  the  30th   day  of  June, 


1825,  and,  afterwards,  a  duty  of  five  and  a  half 
cents  per  square  yard,"  the  object  beine  to  lay  on 
this  article  a  duty  of  four  and  a  half  cents  per 
yard  until  the  30th  June,  1825,  and,  after  that 
date,  of  five  and  a  half  cents  per  square  yard. 

Mr.  Ha.milton,  of  South  Carolina,  then  moved 
the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  Letcher,  of  Kentucky, 
a  call  of  the  House  was  ordered — ayes  127. 

The  call  having  been  ordered,  and  the  Clerk 
proceeding  to  call  the  absentees,  the  further  pro- 
ceedings in  the  call  were  suspended. 

The  question  recurring  on  indefinite  postpone- 
ment, 

Mr.  GovAN,  of  South  Carolina  said,  that,  after 
the  very  able  view  which  had  been  taken  by  the 
opponents  of  this  measure,  who  had  preceded  him 
in  the  discussion,  he  should  not  attempt  a  detailed 
exposition  of  the  grounds  which  would  influence 
his  vote  ;  because,  in  so  doing,  said  he,  I  am  well 
convinced  I  shall  be  compelled  to  use  many  of  the 
arguments  of  my  friends,  which  have  been  ex- 
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pressed  in  a  much  more  forcible  manner  than  I  f 
should  be  capable  of  expressing  them.  I  hope, ! 
sir,  the  magnitude  of  the  subject,  the  great  inter-  j 
est  which  our  country  must  feei  in  the  discussion,  i 
is  a  sufficient  excuse  for  me  to  trespass,  but  a  few  i 
moments,  on  the  patience  of  the  House.  The  i 
tendency  of  the  measure  now  before  us,  and  which  ' 
I  hope  to  God,  will  not  be  adopted  by  the  Com-  j 
mittee,  I  view  as  one  of  the  most  dangerous  i 
schemes  to  the  interest  of  this  happy  and  pr'osper- 1 
ous  nation  that  ever  could  have  been  conjured  up  I 
by  the  imagination  of  man.  But.  sir,  the  ten-' 
dency  of  it  will  be  lamentable  tn  the  extreme  to 
the  great  interest  of  that  section  of  country  from 
which  1  come. 

I  look  upon  this  question,  sir,  as  pregnant  with  ! 
the  most  dangerous  consequences  of  any  that  has  I 
been  agitated  on  thi.->  lioor  since  the  establishment  I 
of  our  Constitution.     I  regret,  sir,  to  see  any  mea-  | 
sure  introduced  here,  which  is,  in  any  way,  cal- 1 
culated  to  excite  sectional  feeling  and  create  dan-  ' 
gerous  jealousies.     I  shall  regret  much  to  see  one  \ 
section  of  the  Union  arrayed  against  the  other,  i 
but  such,  I  fear,  will  be  the  effect  of  the  bill  now  ' 
before  the  Committee.     Genilemen  are  certainly  | 
not  aware  that  they  are  about  to  introduce  into  ! 
our  country  a  system  which  strikes  at   the  very  | 
root  of  civil  society,  and  is  calculated   to  change  I 
the  character  and  feelings  of  our  population.     i\o 
one  will  deny  but  that  the  character  of  a  popula- 
tion depends,  in  a  great  mea>ure,  on  the  pursuits  ! 
and  occupations  of  civilized  man.     The  effects  of 
this  measure  will  be  to  introduce  into  our  country 
a  system  which  is  calculated  to  change  this  na- 
tion from  an  agricultural  to  a  manufacturing  peo- 
ple.    Instead  of  breathing   that   pure  and  wliole- 
some  atmosphere  which  nature    intended   us  to 
enjoy,  in   the  delightful   cultivation  of  our  fields, 
and  in  pursuit  of  those  avocations  which  are  the 
delight  and  boast  of  every  American,  we  are  to 
shut  our  population  up  in  a  miserable  factory,  as 
it  were  in  prison,  entailin?  upon  this  nation  one 
of  the  most  pernicious  evils  that  could  be  inflicted 
on  human  >ociety.     Can  there  be  any  compari- 
son, sir,  of  a  population  reared  in   the  confined  i 
apartments  of  a  factory,  where   they  are  doomed  i 
to  waste  their  free  spirits  on  looms  and  shuttles   ' 
to  that  which  is  reared  in  the  delightful  pursuits  ol 
agriculture,  which  gives  strength  to  the  arm,  ele- 
vation to  the  soul,  and  independence  to  the  pro- 
fession ?     The  effect  of  the  bill  now  before  us 
will,  I  fear,  be  quite  different  from  that  which  is 
anticipated  by  the  advocates  of  it.     It  will  intro- 
duce amon^  this  sober,  happy,  and  industrious 
people,  a  spirit  of  division,  disunion,  and  discon- 
tent, will  diminish  the  patriotism  of  our  citizen<= 
and  corrupt  the  morals  of  our  people,     \o  one 
who  is  acquainted  with  the  progress  of  manufac- 
tures will  deny  but  that  the  labor  in  them  is  cal- 
culated to  diminish  the  strength  and  resources  of 
a  nation.     Small  children  are  generally  employed 
in  these  factories,  entirely  under  the  control  and 
influence  of  their  parents,  who  are  driven   fre- 
quently by  necessity  and   the  prospect  of  gain, 
■without  taking  into  consideration  the  serious  evih 
they  are  about  to  inflict  on  their  families.     The 


employment  of  persons  of  such  a  tender  age,  in 
these   continued   and   sedentary   habits,  prevents 
population  from  attaining  that  size  which  they 
would   were  they  employed  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits.    Many  melancholy  instances  may  be  cited 
of  the  dreadful  effects  of  the  influence  of  this  sys- 
tem in  Europe,  but  more  particularly  in  England. 
We  are  told  by  Mr.  Peel,  one  of  the  most  distin- 
guished men  of  the  House  of  Commons,  that  the 
effects  of  this  system  on  the  population  of  one  of 
the  most   healthy  and  flourishing  towns  in   Eng- 
land, has   been  truly  lamentable.     He  says,  that 
the  town  of  Manchester,  which  is  now  one  of  the 
most  manufacturing  towns  in  England,   which 
used  to  furnish  numerous  and  healthy  recruits  for 
the  Army,  by  the  dreadful   effects  of  this  system, 
was  rendered  wholly  unproductive  in  that  respect. 
,  In  the  manufactures  of  a  new  and  unsettled  coun- 
try. It  appears  to  me,  above  all   others,  to  be  the 
j  most  uncertain  place  to  invest  capital,  if  the  cap- 
I  itahst  anticipates  an  immense  profit  in  the  com- 
;  mencement   of  his    business.     It    requires   great 
{  skill,  and    persevering   industry,   before   they  can 
j  give  profit.     The  habits  of  the  people  must  un- 
dergo a  complete  change   before  they  can  attain 
any  degree  of  perfection.     It  is  impossible,  in  the 
very  nature  of  things,  to  suppose  they  can  be 
speedily  successful  in  a  country  like  ours,  abound- 
ing in  extensive  forests  and  untamed  lands  ;  and 
when  recourse  is  had  to  prohibitions,  premiums, 
and  such  like  forced  systems  of  monopoly,  to  en- 
courage the  prosperity  of  a  country,  there  is  al- 
ways great   reason   to   fear  a   mistake  has   been 
committed. 

No   nation    in  the  world   has  advanced  more 
rapidly  to  prosperity  and  wealth  than  the  United 
btates,  unasMsted  by  the  advantages  of  conquest, 
but  by  the  development  and  natural  growth  of 
her  own  resources.     There  is  no  nation  under  the 
sun  where  capital  increases  more  rapidly,  and  the 
advantages  of  industry  greater;  and  we  shall  still 
continue  to  grow  and  pro.sper,  unless  a  check  is 
given  to  us  by  improper  and  imprudent  legislation. 
To   be  sure  we  Jii^ve  exfwrieoced  a  momentary 
check  to  our  prosperity,  but  which  has  grown  out 
[  ol  a  state  of  things  partly  beyond  our  control,  and 
partly  by  our  own  imprudence  in  legislation.    The 
nominal  price  of  property  may  change,  our  cur- 
rency may  depreciate,  but  a  country  possessing  so 
many  natural  advantages,  of  soil  and  climate,  with 
a  population   doubling  every  twenty-three  years 
and   the  productions  of  the  earth  increasing  in  a 
still  greater  proportion,  furnish  incontestable  evi- 
dence of  its  rapid  growth  and  rise  to  greatness. 
Uf.e  of  the   best  evidences  of  the  prosperity  of  a 
country  is  the  price  of  labor ;  and  I  venture  to 
assert,  without   the  fear  of  contradiction,  that  in 
no  country  in  the  world  is  labor  so  high  as  in  the 
United   States,  and  It  arises  from   the  habits  and 
eelings  of  our  population,  growing  out  of  the  na- 
ture ol  our  Government,  and  character  of  our  in- 
stitutions     In  no  country  in  the  world  is  there  so 
many  inducements  for  men  to  cultivate  the  earth, 
and   become  proprietors  of  the  soil.     Any  man 
can,  in  this  country,  with  the  fruits  of  two  days 
labor,  purchase  an  acre  of  land,  which,  if  well 
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cultivated,  will  subsist  a  small  family.  Can  it  be 
possible,  with  all  these  inducements  to  cultivate 
the  soil,  and  with  ail  the  advantages  which  ac- 
company pursuits  of  this  kind,  that  an  attempt 
will  be  made  by  legislative  enactment^  to  force 
capital  from  its  natural  course  ?  Gentlemen  say 
the  nation  is  in  debt  and  distress,  and  their  object 
is  to  legislate  it  into  a  happy  and  prosperous  con- 
dition, and  that  too  by  encouraging  a  particular 
branch  of  industry.  If,  by  legislation,  we  foster 
and  encourage  any  one  particular  branch  of  in- 
dustry, it  must  be  at  the  expense  of  another.  It 
must  be  by  taking  from  the  pocket  of  A  and  put- 
ting it  into  that  of  B.  Capital,  without  the  aid 
of  Government,  will  always  seek  that  kind  of  em- 
ployment which  is  most  profitable.  And  when 
any  attempt  is  made  to  divert  it  from  its  accus- 
tomed channel,  it  must  be  at  the  expense  of  the 
other,  and  perhaps  sacrificing  the  interest  of  the 
greater  part  for  the  advantage  of  the  iew.  Mr. 
Hamilton  had  said,  that  '*  as  often  as  a  duty  upon 
'  a  foreign  article  makes  an  addition  to  its  price, 
*  it  causes  an  extra  expense  to  the  community  for 
'  the  benefit  of  thedoinesticmanufacturer."  There 
is  no  fact  more  clear  and  conclusive,  than  that,  if 
the  manufacturer  cannot  succeed,  with  the  present 
high  rate  of  duly,  he  cannot  succeed  without  im- 
posing an  additional  tax  on  the  community.  The 
article  which  it  is  the  object  of  the  consumer  to 

fturchase  cheap,  will  rise  in  proportion  to  the  duty 
aid  on  that  article.     By  laving  this  high  duty, 
which  amounts   to  a  complete    prohibition,  you 
deprive    the   Government  of  the  income  which 
arises  from  importations,  and  you  make  the  article 
higher  to  the  consumer,  which  is  all  for  the  benefit 
and  advantage  of  the  manufacturer.     If  we  are 
to  adopt  this  complicated  system,  let  it  be  gradual, 
not  speedy.     This  is  the  opinion  of  Adam  Smith,' 
to  whom,  after  all  that  has  been  said  on  this  sub- 
ject, we  owe  more  than  to  any  other  man.     He 
says,  all  changes  of  this  kind  should  be  gradual 
and  slow.  In  this  country  particularly,  this  change 
should    be  gradual  and  progressive,  inasmuch  as 
Governments  like    ours,   are   subject   to    violent 
changes  of  parties,  often    accompanied    with    a 
change  of  measures.     Extensive  investments  have 
no  security  in   any  particular  branch  of  industry, 
which  are  to  be  encouraged  by  sudden  changes  in 
legislation,  and  which  depend  on  the  whim*  and 
caprice  of  every  session  of  Congress.     No  nation 
in  the  world  in  proportion  to  her  income,  pays  so 
large  a  bounty  lor  the  support  of  manufacturin<y 
industry  as  the  United  States.     Much  has  been 
said  on  this  subject,  about  establishing  what  gen- 
tlemen have  termed  an  American  policy.     I  am 
afraid  there  is  a  delusion  in  the  sound.     It  is  a 
popular  term  which  gentlemen  have  made  use  of 
to  effect  their  purpose,  when  they  say,  we  should 
build  up  for  ourselves  an  American'  policy,  and, 
say  they,  it  is  high  time  we  should  begin  to  en- 
courage home  industry.     The  merchant  who  in- 
vests his  capital  in  a  ship,  and  by  his  enterprise, 
skill,  and   industry,  brings  an   article  of  English 
manufacture  into  market,  is  as  much  the  producer 
of  that  article  as  he  who  invests  his  capital  in  a 
factory  of  looms  and  shuttles,  and  manufactures 


the  article  at  home.  The  process  by  which  the 
article  is  acquired  may  be  different,  while  the 
effect  on  the  capital  and  industry  of  the  country 
may  be  the  same. 

This  House,  sir,  has  been  inundated  with  peti- 
tions and  memorials  from  the  noisy  and  clamorous 
manufacturers  of  our  country,  ambitious  of  their 
own   personal  aggrandizement,  and  with  a  view 
to  the  accumulation  of  wealth.     They  ought   to 
be  aware,  and,  no  doubt,  are,  that  experience,  skill, 
and  the  knowledge  of  machinery,  are  necessary 
to  their   succe.ss.     They  will   have  first  to  rear  a 
population    in   their   factories,  persons  who  must 
have  all  the  advantages  of  a  well  regulated  life,  to 
their  business,  before  they  can  either  labor  with 
ease  to  themselves,  or  with  profit  to  their  employ- 
ers.    It  IS  a  fact  too  notorious,  and  the  history  of 
events  will  bear  nie  out  in  the  assertion,  that,  when 
once  we  commence  this  kind  of  business,  there 
will  be  no  getting  out  of  it.     We  rear  a  popula- 
tion in  the  factory,  totally  unfit  for  any  other  kind 
of  business,  or  any  of  the  common  or  ordinary 
purposes  of  life,  and  must,  in  the  very  nature  of 
things,  continue  in  the  same  kind  of  employment. 
They  become  mere  machines  themselves.     Could 
the  advocates  of  this  system  be  but  reasonable  in 
their  desires,  and  await  the  progress  of  time,  they 
would  soon  acknowledge  that  the  present  duties 
were  sufficiently  high,  and  that  the  time  is  not  far 
distant  when  we  shall  see  the  greater  portion  of 
the  capital  of  our  country  going  into  the  hands  of 
the  manufacturer.     What  has  been  the  course  of 
things  already  ?     Have  not  all  the  great  and  well- 
conducted  factories  in  the  United  States  increased 
their  capital  every  year?     Has  this  not  been  the 
case   with  the  factories  at   Boston,   Providence, 
and  Philadelphia,  and  others  ?     We  are  willing' 
to  let  them  decide  the  question  at  issue.     They 
are  in  favor  of  an  increase  of  duty.     This  noise 
and  clamor  come  from  a  few  clamorous  sets  of 
manufacturers,  who,  I  venture  to  say,  could  not 
prosper  under  any  state  of  things,  even  with  an 
entire  prohibition.     But,  I  would  ask,  is  it  just  or 
reasonable  that  we  should  be  called  on  to  protect 
the  improvident  and  unskilful  manufacturer,  who 
has  his  factory  in  a  section  of  country  possessing 
few  or  no  natural  advantages? — I  mean  such  ad- 
vantages as  water  power,  and  convenience  to  the 
seaboard.     The  time  is  not  far  distant  when  those 
very  men  who  are  now  crying  out  most  loudly  to 
prpiect   them  against  foreign   industry,   will   be 
equally  clamorous  for  protection  against  the  well- 
conducted  factories  of  the  Eastern  Slates.     We 
may  go  on  passing  tariff  upon  tariff,  and,  sir,  we 
never  can  benefit  the  Western  grower  of  hemp,  or 
manufacturer  of  cotton  bagging.     From  the  very- 
best  of  information  which  I  have  been  enabled  to 
obtain  on  the  subject,  some  of  the  well-conducted 
factories  of  the  IVorih  have  divided  this  year  twen- 
ty-five per  cent,  per  annum.     One  of  the  argu- 
ments which  has  been  urged  by  the  advocates  of 
this  system,  is,  that,  if  we  do  not  do  something  to 
counteract  the  effect  of  this  difference  between  our 
exports  and   imports,  that  the  country,  in  a  short 
time,  will   be   drained  of  a  very  precious  metal. 
That  this  difference  must  be  paid  in  specie,  and 
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with  this  drain  is  connected  all  those  horrid  ideas 
of  national  bankruptcy  and  political  ruin.  Gen- 
tlemen appear  not  disposed  to  let  the  commetcial 
part  of  the  country — I  say,  gentlemen  are  not  dis- 
posed to  kt  them  have  any  thing  to  do  with  the 
regulation  of  commerce.  They  will  lake  it  under 
their  own  protection.  They  appear  to  be  ready 
and  willing  at  "  one  fell  swoop"  to  sweep  all  our 
foreign  commerce  from  the  ocean,  and  dry  up 
those  sources  from  which  are  derived  almost  every 
thing  which  is  great  and  glorious  in  this  Republic. 
It  is  presumed  that  no  intelligent  merchant  would 
either  import  or  export  any  article  but  that  on 
which  he  expected  to  realize  something  more  than 
an  equivalent  for.  No  man  would  continue  that 
trade  which,  sooner  or  later,  would  lead  to  bank- 
ruptcy. To  be  sure,  accidents  sometimes  happen 
from  various  circumstances  ;  from  any  business 
being  overdone;  from  the  common  accidents  to 
which  all  long  and  dangerous  voyages  are  liable. 
But.  I  venture  to  assert  that  every  judicious  invest- 
ment of  a  capital,  whether  it  be  in  specie  or  any 
thing  else,  returns  with  an  increased  value  added 
to  our  capital  by  the  energy  and  activity  of  our 
countrymen.  It  is  somewhat  strange  that  these 
instances  of  what  they  call  balances  airainst  us, 
will  be  cited  to  prove  anproposition,  the  converse 
of  which  has  been  established  by  the  best  writers 
on  the  subject  for  the  last  twenty  years.  We  will 
only  refer,  for  a  moment,  to  the  most  prosperous 
period  of  our  history,  from  1795  to  ISOl,  a  period 
which  must  be  recollected  with  pleasure  and  de- 
light by  all  the  commercial  men  of  the  nation  ;  a 
time  when  we  enjoyed  more  uninterrupted  com- 
mercial prosperity  than  any  other  nation  in  the 
world.  And,  I  ask,  was  there  not  then  what  some 
gentlemen  have  called  a  balance  against  us,  and 
which  has  always  been  the  case  at  every  period  of 
our  prosperity,  and  which  always  must  be  the  case 
so  long  as  England — "that  England,  hedged  in 
with  the  main — that  water-walled  bulwark'' — that 
emporium  of  the  commerce  of  the  world — enjoys 
any  thing  like  her  present  commercial  ascendency 
over  every  quarter  of  the  world  ?  In  the  sup- 
position that  the  specie  of  England  formed  the 
tenth  part  of  the  specie  of  Europe,  it  is  very  cer- 
tain that  the  other  nations  of  Europe  must,  and 
are  compelled  to,  exercise  great  activity  and  per- 
severing industry  to  procure  for  themselves  the 
other  nine-tenths  of  specie  which  is  necessary  for 
their  commerce;  and,  when  they  fail  to  procure 
that  portion  which  is  necessary,  the  English  vAh 
soon  lake  to  them  that  part  of  the  precious  balance 
which  is  wanting.  This  is  very  reasonable  and 
obvious,  because  the  exportation  of  specie  gives 
more  profit  to  the  enterprise  of  the  merchant  than 
any  other  article  of  commerce. 

There  must  always  be  what  has  been  termed  a 
balance  of  trade  in  favor  of  England,  so  long  as 
she  mainiains  her  present  extensive  credit,  and 
carries  on  so  much  commerce  with  the  other  na- 
tions of  the  world.  The  inflexibility  of  her  laws 
with  regard  to  creditors,  the  undoubted  value  of 
her  paper  money,  which  governs  every  thing,  go 
to  place  her  far  above  all  other  nations  which 
have  neglected,  or  whose  situation  cannot  procure 


for  them  the  same  advantages.  She  regards  spe- 
cie in  the  light  which  her  best  interests  dictate  to 
her.  Nearly  all  the  moneyed  transactions  of  the 
country  are  effected  by  paper  money  more  quick 
and  agreeable  than  it  can  be  done  in  any  other 
way.     S|>ecie,   by  all    nations,   is  considered  as 

much  an  article  of  commerce  as  any  thing  else 

as  much  so  as  we  consider  our  flour  or  tobacco. 
No  merchant  sends  a  single  dollar  abroad  but 
what  he  receives  in  return  something  which  he 
considers  more  than  an  ec}uivalent,  lor  every  ex- 
change is  a  quid  pro  quo. 

One  of  the  greatest  arguments  against  this  bill 
is  that  it  strikes  at  the  total  annihilation  and  de- 
struction of  our  foreign  commerce — that  com- 
merce which  has  built  up,  and  beautified  our  most 
flourishing  towns  and  cities,  and  given  an  impetus 
to  that  American  industry,  activity  and  enterprise, 
to  which  we  owe  the  present  happy  and  flourish- 
ing condition  of  our  country.  Capital  will  natu- 
rally seek  that  kind  of  employment  which  is  most 
profitable  ;  and  hence  it  is,  that  most  of  our  cap- 
ital, which  is  but  the  accumulation  of  thirty  years, 
has  been  directed  to  commerce.  It  is  true  our  nav- 
igating interest,  from  a  peculiar  state  of  things, 
has  been  much  depressed,  and  this,  sir,  is  to  be  the 
final  blow  it  is  to  receive  ;  this  is  to  be  our  ship- 
wreck. A  great  portion  of  the  capital  of  our 
country  is  commercial,  accumulated  by  the  active 
enterprise  of  our  citizens,  and  which,  we  were 
told  at  the  last  session,  by  a  gentleman  who  de- 
livered one  of  the  most  able  speeches  on  the  sub- 
ject I  have  ever  heard,  employed  upwards  of  sev- 
enty thousand  seaman,  for  the  maintenance  of 
which  somewhere  about  ten  millions  of  dollars 
were  annually  paid,  to  which,  if  we  add  the  five 
niillions  which  is  necessary  to  keep  this  tonnage 
in  repair,  we  shall  find  the  enormous  sum  of  fif- 
teen millions  of  dollars  annually  disbursed  to  that 
class  of  our  community.  The  effect  of  this  meas- 
ure on  the  cotton, rice,  and  tobacco-growing  Sta tcs 
will  be  pernicious  in  the  extreme.  It  will  exclude 
them  from  those  markets  where  they  depended  al- 
most entirely  for  a  sale  of  those  articles,  and  force 
Great  Britain  to  encourage  the  cottons  (Brazil, 
Rio  Janeiro,  and  Buenos  Ayres,)  which,  in  a  short 
time,  can  be  brought  in  competition  with  us.  Noth- 
ing but  the  consumption  of  British  goods  in  this 
country,  received  in  exchange,  can  support  a  com- 
mand of  the  cotton  market  to  the  Southern  plan- 
ter. It  is  one  thing  very  certain,  she  will  not  come 
here  with  her  gold  and  silver  to  trade  wiih  us.  And 
should  Great  Britain,  pursuing  the  principles  of 
her  reciprocal  duly  act,  of  last  June,  lay  three  or 
four  cents  on  our  cotton  ;  where  would,'  I  ask,  be 
our  surplus  of  cotton  ?  It  is  wtll  known  that  the 
United  Slates  cannot  manufacture  one-fourth  of 
the  cotton  that  is  in  it ;  and  should  we,  by  our  im- 
prudent legislative  enaclmenis,  in  pursuing  to  such 
an  extent  this  restrictive  system,  force  Great  Brit- 

\'°  ^V*'"'  ''*^^  P'""'"'  a^»nst  us.  It  will  paralyze 
the  whole  trade  of  the  Southern  country.  This 
export  trade,  which  compo.ses  five-sixths  of  the 
exports  of  the  United  States,  will  be  swept  en- 
tirely from  the  ocean,  and  leave  but  a  melancholy 
wreck  behind.     I  am  well  convinced  the  agricul- 
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tural  interest  of  this  country,  but  more  particu- 
larly that  of  the  South,  is  doomed  to  great  dis- 
tress.    Already  are  our  storehouses  crowded  with 
bales  of  cotton,  which  no  sale  can  be  got  for,  and 
our  granaries  filled   with  grain,  rotting  on  our 
hands.     And  yet,  gentlemen  say,  we  haVe  protec- 
tion for  our  cotton,  and  they  will  give  us  one  for  our 
grain.  I  could  not  have  anticipated  such  arguments 
as  these.    No  legislation,  on  our  part,  can  averl  the 
common  distress  which  the  agricultural  interest  of  j 
our  country  is  doomed  to  suffer.     We  must  look  I 
to  a  change  of  things  on  the  other  side  of  the  At-  | 
lantic.     An  alarming  fact  has  already  presented  j 
itself.     The  exports  of  cotton  this  last  year,  from 
the  Levant  or  from  Egypt,  into  England,  has  been 
143,000  bales  ;  and  it  arises  from  the  short-sighted 
policy  of  the  people  of  the  Eastern  and  Middle  | 
Stales.     They  have,  by  their  petitions  and  memo- 
rials, together  with  acts  of  remonstrance,  induced 
this  Government  to  commence  that  system  of  re-  I 
siriciion  which  has  forced  Great  Britain  to  begin 
to  look  somewhere  else  for  a  market  for  her  man- 
ufactured goods,  and  that  raw  material  which  she 
will  only  receive  by  way  of  exchange. 

The  people  of  the  Eastern  Stales  should  be  the 
last  in  the  Union  to  give  their  support  to  a  mea- 
sure of  this  kind,  which  aims  a  death-blow  at  the 
commercial  and  navigating  interest  of  that  por- 
tion of  country,  which  has  been  clearly  demon- 
strated by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
(Mr.  WeboTer.)  Have  they  not  been  the  carriers 
of  our  exports,  and  the  venders  of  our  imports, 
which  ihey  have  brought  in  in  return?  Have 
they  not  speculated  in  England  on  the  capital  of 
our  raw  material  ]  The  growers  of  wheal,  the 
manufacturers  of  hardware,  cotton,  or  woollen 
goods  here,  can  have  no  trade  with  the  growers  of 
wheat,  the  manufacturers  of  hardware,  cotton,  or 
woollen  goods  in  England.  There  must  be  dif- 
ference of  productions,  diflerence  of  climate,  and 
difference  of  wants,  to  create,  barter  and  exchange. 
The  debt  of  the  North  to  England  has  been  paid 
by  the  cotton  and  rice  of  the  South.  Paralyze 
the  South,  and  you  strike  from  ihe  ocean  at  once, 
as  I  said  before,  five-sixths  of  the  export  trade  of 
the  United  States.  Various  causes  have  induced 
the  Governments  of  Europe,  but  more  particu- 
larly England,  to  adopt  this  complicated  system 
of  monopoly  and  prohibitions — a  system  which 
she  has  established,  to  the  serious  regret  of  the 
wise  men  of  that  country — a  policy  which  was 
once  considered  sound,  but  now,  as  theories,  uni- 
versally exploded.  It  is  the  interest  of  every  con- 
sumer to  buy  where  he  can  get  cheapest;  and  we 
are  all,  to  a  certain  extent,  consumers,  and  the 
more  markets  we  have,  the  cheaper  can  we  buy, 
and  the  belter  can  we  sell.  As  long  as  we  trade 
with  Great  Britain,  so  long  will  she  trade  with 
us.  But  the  moment  we  pass  this  bill,  now  be- 
fore us,  which  IS  equal,  and,  I  may  say,  intended, 
as  a  prohibition,  that  moment  will  the  markets 
of  Great  Britain  be  closed  against  us.  No  com- 
merce can  be  benericial  to  both  nations,  unless  ii 
be  founded  and  conducted  on  ihe  perfect  principle 
of  reciprocity.  Not  only  should  the  article  be 
brought  into  the  market  as  cheap  as  possible,  but 


the  less  labor  employed  in  the  making,  so  much 
is  a  gain  to  the  consumer.  I  should  be  glad  to 
know  if  any  gentleman  from  the  South,  on  this 
floor,  was  willing  to  say  he  was  prepared  to  give 
his  vole  for  the  passage  of  a  bill  for  a  direct  tax; 
that  he  was  ready  to  send  the  tax-gatherer  among 
his  constituents.  I  hope  not.  We  shall  have 
neither  the  means  of  paying  a  direct  tax,  nor  of 
purchasing  the  manufactured  article  from  the 
manufacturer.  We  shall  all  be  driven,  in  our 
small  way,  at  great  expense  and  loss  of  labor,  to 
manufacture  for  ourselves.  For  not  only  does 
this  article,  which  it  is  the  object  of  the  consumer 
to  purchase  cheap,  rise  in  value,  but  it  cuts  off  the 
means  which  the  consumer  might  have  in  paying 
for  it. 

Mr.  Speaker  has  drawn  a  most  unfavorable  pic- 
ture of  the  distress  of  our  country,  but  he  has 
dwelt  with  more  than  ordinary  feeling  on  that 
portion  of  the  country  west  of  the  Alleghany 
mountains,  and  the  object  of  this  bill  is  to  relieve 
them  of  that  distress.  If  such  are  the  fond  anti- 
cipations of  gentlemen  from  that  quarter,  I  fear 
they  will  be  disappointed.  I  am  really  disposed 
very  much  to  question,  whether  there  bfe  any  thing 
like  distress  in  that  section  of  country  of  which 
most  is  complained — I  mean  the  West.  There 
may  have  been  a  great  depreciation  of  property, 
and  individuals  may  not  have  got  rich  as  fast  as 
they  might  have  wished,  or  might  have  antici- 
pated, forming  their  conclusions  from  an  unnatural 
slate  of  things,  which  existed  some  eight  or  ten 
years  ago  there.  I,  sir,  at  various  periods,  have 
travelled  through  that  portion  of  the  Union,  and 
I  assure  you,  sir,  if  there  was  any  thing  like  dis- 
tress in  the  country,  it  retired  from  public  view 
altogether.  I  never,  in  the  whole  course  of  my 
life,  saw  a  people  more  happy  and  contented,  in 
the  full  fruition  of  the  best  of  every  thing  which 
a  rich  and  luxuriant  soil  could  afford.  The  cause 
of  the  depreciation  of  property  in  that  country  has 
not  been  owing  to  a  want  of  protection  to  what 
has  been  termed  American  industry.  It  is  owing, 
sir,  to  other  causes — to  a  want  of  a  sound  currency. 
It  is  to  be  traced  in  their  over  issues  of  paper 
money,  and  the  regulation  of  the  land  office  sys- 
tem, which  offers  such  great  inducement  for  emi- 
gration, and  by  that  means  has  drained  the  coun- 
try of  Its  moneyed  resources.  The  unparalleled 
prosperity  of  that  country  during  our  late  war, 
gave  a  stimulus  to  industry,  and  a  value  to  prop- 
erty, which  no  one  who  reasoned  on  the  subject 
could  have  supposed  would  continue  in  time  of 
peace.  While  the  war  threatened  the  Southern 
and  Eastern  States  with  distress  and  ruin,  the 
Western  country  were  enjoying  a  height  of  pros- 
perity never  before  experienced  in  any  country. 
And,  sir,  this  measure,  if  adopted,  will  be  worse 
than  war  upon  the  Southern  country,  without  any 
of  those  advantages  to  the  West  which  grew  out 
of  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain.  We,  sir,  who 
suffered  in  war,  should  at  least  be  allowed  some 
of  the  advantages  incident  to  a  peace.  This  bill 
will  bear  particularly  hard,  and  be  extremely  oner- 
ous and  burdensome  on  the  poor  and  laboring 
classes  of  our  community;  even  the  spade  of  the 
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ditcher,  the  axe  of  the  timber-cutter,  the  gun  of 
the  hunter,  and  all  the  conimon  implements  of 
agriculture,  are  proposed  to  be  taxed  to  an  entire 
prohibition.     Instead,  sir,  of  taxing  the  rich  man's 
banquet,  and  those  articles  which  the  interest  of 
the  country  demands  we  sliould   not  encourage, 
we  find  those  articles  taxed  highest  which  enter 
into  the  domestic  concerns  of  every  man's  house- 
hold.    I,  sir,  should  not  object  to  this  bill,  could 
it  be  founded  on  a  great  national  principle;  but,  I 
protest,  most  solemnly,  against  any  measure  so 
unequal    in  its  operation,    and    the    tendency  of 
which  will  be  to  oppress  one  section  of  country 
for  the  advantage  and    benefit  of  another,   and 
which  must  precede,  but  a  little  while,  the  neces- 
sity of  an  excise,  which  is  inconsistent  with  the 
genius  and  spirit  of  our  Government,  and  character 
of  our  institutions.     I  should   not  object  to  this 
measure,  if  the  operation  could  be  confined  to  that 
portion  of  the  Union  which  has  been  so  loud  and 
clamorous  for  it.     But,  sir,  it  involves  us  also. 
We  are  ready  and  willmg  to  make  any  sacrifice 
for  the  good  of  the  nation.     Any  thing  for  reve- 
nue, but  not  a  cent  for  monopoly. 
When  Mr.  Govan  had  concluded — 

Mr.  Hamilton,  withdrew  his  motion  for  indcf- 1 
inite  postponement.  , 

The  question  on  Mr.  Too'd  motion,  before  stated, 
was  then  taken, and  stood— yeas  101,  nays  101, as 
follows : 

Y«AB — Messrs.  Adams,  Airxander  of  Tennesseo, 
Allen  of  Tennessee,  Allison,  Baylies,  Barber  of  Con- 
necticut, Bartlcy,  Blair,  Bradley,  Brown,  Buck,  Buck- 
ner,  Cady.  Campbell  of  Ohio.'Casscdy,  Cocke,  Col- 
lins, Condict,  Cook,  Crafts,  Craig,  Durfee,  Eddy, 
Ellis,  Farrelly.Findlay,  Foot  of  Connecticut,  Forward, 
Garrison,  Gazlay,  Harris,  Hayden,  Hemphill.  Henry, 
Holcombe,  Houston,  Johnson  of  Virginia.  J.  T.  John- 
son, F.  Johnson,  Kremcr,  Lawrence,  Lelcher,  Lin- 
coln, Little,  McArthur.  McKean,  McLean  of  Ohio, 
Mallary,  Markley,  Martindale.  Marvin,  Matlack,  Mat- 
son,  Metcalfe,  Miller,  Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania,  Mitch- 
ell of  Maryland,  Moore  of  Kentucky,  Morgan,  Pat- 
terson of  Pennsylvania,  Patterson  of  Ohio,  Plumer  of 
Tennsylvania,  Prince,  Reynolds,  Rich,  Rogers,  Ross, 
Scott.  Sharpe,  Sloane,  Standefer,  Sterling,  Stewart, 
Stoddard,  Storrs,  Strong,  Swan,  Taylor,  Test.  Thomp^ 
son  of  Kentucky,  Tod.  Tomlinson,  Tracy,  Trimble, 
Tyson,  L'dree,  Vance  of  North  Carolina',  Vance  of 
Ohio,  Van  Wyck,  Vinton,  Wayne,  Whitman,  Whit- 
tlesey, White,  Wickliffe,  James  Wilson,  Henry  Wil- 
son,  Wilson  of  Ohio,  Wood,  Woods,  and  Wright. 

Nats— Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Ar- 
cher, P.  P.  Barbour,  J.  8.  Barbour,  Bassetl,  Breck, 
Brent,  Burleigh,    Burton,   Cambreleng,   Campbell   of 
South  Carolina,  Carter,  Cary,  Clark,  Cobb,  Conner, 
Crowninshield.  Culpeper,  Cushraan,  Culhbert,  Day. 
Dwinell,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Floyd,  Foote  of 
New   Vork,  Forsyth,  Frost,  Fuller,  Garnelt,  Gatlin. 
Gut,  Govan,  Gurley,  Hall,  Hamilton,   Harvey,  Hay  i 
ward,  Herrick,  Herkimer,  Hobart,  Hogeboom.  Hook,  i 
Isacks,    Jenkins,   Kent,  Kidder,   Lathrop,  Lee,   Left-  i 
wich,  Litchfield,  Livermore,  Livingston,  Locke   Long   ' 
Longfellow,  McCoy,  .McDuffie,  McKce,  McKim,  Mc-  ' 
Lane  of  Delaware,  Mangura,   Mercer.  Moore  of  Ala- 
bama,    Neale.     Nelson,     Newton,    O'Brien,     Owen 
Plumer  of  Now  Hampshire,  Poinsett.  Randolph.  Rani 


kin.  Reed,  Richards.  Rives,  Rose,  Saunders,  Sand- 
ford,  Sibley,  Arthur  Smith.  Alex'r  Smith,  William 
Smith,  Spaight,  Spence,  A.  Stevenson,  J.  Stephenson, 
Taliaferro,  Tattnall,  Ten  Eyck,  Thompson  of  Geor- 
gia, Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina, 
Van  Rensselaer,  Warfield,  Webster,  Whipple.  Wi|. 
liams  of  New  York,  Williams  of  Virginia,  Williams 
of  North  Carolina,  and  Wilson  of  South  Carolina. 

The  House  being  equally  divided,  the  Speaker 
voted  with  the  yeas,  and  the  question  was  thereby 
carried  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  then  moved  further 
to  amend  the  said  bill,  by  striking  out  the  follow- 
ing item  : 

"On  all  foreign  distilled  spirits,  fifteen  per  centum 
upon  the  duties  now  imposed  by  law,  and  in  addition 
thereto." 

And  on  the  question  to  agree  to  this  amend- 
ment, it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  80, 
nays  123,  as  follows: 

Ykas — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Allen 
of    Massachusetts,    Baylies.    Barber   of    Connecticut, 
P.  P.  Barbour,  Bassett,  Bradley,  Brerk,   Buck,  Bur- 
leigh.   Burton,  Cambreleng,   Campbell  of  South  Car- 
olina, Carter,  Cary,  Conner,  Crafm,  Culpeper,  Cush- 
man,  Cuthbert.  Day,  Durfee,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  North 
Carolina,  Floyd,  Foot  of  Connecticut,  Foote  of  New 
Vork,  Forsyth.  Frost,  Fuller,  Garnett,  Gatlin,  Govan. 
Hall,    Hamilton,     Harvey,    Herrirk.    Hobart,    Hoge- 
boom, Hooks.  Jenkins,  Lathrop,   Lincoln,  Livermore, 
Locke,  Longfellow,  McKee,  McKim,  .Mangum,  Malla- 
ry, Matson,  Nealt,  Nelson,  Newton,  O'Brien,  Owen, 
Plumer  of  New  Hampshire,  Poinsett,  Randolph,  Ran- 
[  kin.  Reed,  Saunilers,  Sharpe,  Sibley,  Spaight.  Spence, 
!  J.  Stephenson.  Stoddard,  Strong,  Taliaferro,  Tattnall, 
:  Thompson  of  Georgia,    Tod,  Tomlinson,  Tucker  of 
j  Virginia,  Webster,  Whipple,  Williams  of  North  Car- 
I  oUna,  and  Wood. 

!       Nats — Messrs.   Adams,   Alexander  of  Tennessee, 
Allen  of  Tennessee,  Allison,  Archer,   Bartley,   Blair, 
1  Brent,  Brown.  Buchanan,  Buckner,  Cady,  Campbell 
of  Ohio,  Cassedy,  Clark,  Cobb,  Cocke,   Collins,  Con- 
dict, Cook,  Craig,  Crowninshield.    Dwinell,  Dwight, 
Eaton,   Ellis.    Farrelly,  Fiiidlay,    Forward,  Garrison, 
Gazlay,    Gist,    Gurley,    Harris,     Hayden,     Hayward, 
Hemphill,    Henry,    Herkimer,    Holcombe,    Houston, 
Isacks,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  J.  T.  Johnson,  F.  John- 
son, Kent,  Kidder,  Kremer,  Lawrence,  Lee,  Leftwich, 
Letcher,   Litchfield,  Little,  Livingston,   Long,  McAr- 
thur, McCoy,  McDuffie,  McKean,    McLane  of  Dela- 
ware, McLean  of  Ohio,  Markley,  Martindale,  Marvin, 
Matlack,  Mercer,  Metcalfe,  Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania, 
Mitchell  of  Maryland,  Moore  of  Kentucky,  Moore  of 
Alabama.  Morgan,  Patterson  of  Pennsylvania,  Patter- 
son of  Ohio.   Plumer  of  Pennsylvania,  Prince,  Rey- 
nolds,   Richards,    Rich,    Rives,    Rogers,    Rose,    Ross, 
Sandford,  Scott,  Sloane,  Arthur  Smith,  Alex'r  Smyth, 
William   Smith,  Standefer,   Sterling,    A.   Stevenson, 
Stew.irt,  Swan,  Taylor,  Ten  Eyck,  Test,  Thompson 
of  Kentucky,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  South  Caro- 
Una,  Tyson,  L'dree,  Vance  of  North  Carolina,  Vance 
of  Ohio,  Van  Rensselaer,   Van  Wyck,  Vinton.  War- 
field,  Wayne,  Whitman,  Whittlesey,   While,  Wick- 
hffe,   Williams  of  New   York,    Williams  of  Virginia. 
James  Wilson,  Henry  Wilson,  Wilson  of  South  Car- 
olina. Wilson  of  Ohio,  Woods,  and  Wright. 

.Mr.  Bradley  renewed  the  motion  made  by 
him  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  for  laying  a 
duty  on  certain  imported  books. 
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Mr.  B.  supported  the  amendment,  by  submit- 
ting at  length  his  views  in  relation  to  it. 

Mr.  Tucker,  of  South  Carolina,  opposed  the 
views  expressed  by  Mr.  Bradley,  and  moved  to 
po>rpone  the  bill  to  the  1st  day  of  December. 

The  previous  question  was  then  again  called 
for,  by  Mr.  Wright.  There  were  in  favor  of 
taking  it  70  votes,  and  against  it  *j4.  So  the 
call  was  not  sustained  by  the  House. 

The  queNtion    then   recurring  on  the  postpone- 
ment, as  moved  by  Mr.  Tlcker,  of  South  Caro 
lina — 

Mr.  Mercer  opposed  the  motion  in  a  short 
speech;  to  which  Mr.  Tucker  replied  in  a  few 
words. 

.Mr.  Randoli'h  requested  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  to  withdraw  his  motion,  as  a 
personal  favor  to  him,  that  the  question  might  be 
taken  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Bradley. 

Mr.  Tucker  complied ;   but  with  notice  that,  as 
"oon  as  the  present  amendment  should  be  disposed  1 
of.  he  should  renew  his  motion  for  jwstponement.  I 

•Mr.  Alle.n  made  a  few  remarks  introductory 
to  the  reading  of  a  memorial  drawn  up  by  Mr. 
JeflTerson,  (to  whose  liberal  sentiments  and  philo- 
sophical and  literary  character  he  bore  ample  tes- 
timony,) on  the  subject  embraced  by  the  amend- 
ment now  under  consideration. 

Mr.  Bradley  modified  his  amendment  so  as  to 
read  to  the  following  effect : 

•'  On  all  books  which  the  importer  shall  make  it 
satisfactorily  appear  to  the  Collector  of  the  port  were 
printed  previously  to  the  year  1775,  four  cents  per 
volume  ;  and  on  all  books  printed  in  other  than  the 
English  language,  four  cents  per  volume  ;  on  all  other 
books,  if  bound,  37  cents — if  in  sheets,  33  cenU  per 
pound. 

Mr.  Web.ster  stated  several  facts  on  the  sub- 
ject. 

Mr.  Poinsett  supported  the  amendment  by  a 
few  remarks. 

Mr.  FoRriYTH  moved  to  amend  the  amendment, 
by  striking  out  us  last  clause,  viz:  '"on  all  other 
books,  when  bound,  37  cents  per  pound,  and  when 
in  boards  or  sheets,  33  cents  per  pound." 

Mr.  Bradley  opposed  this  alteration,  and  it 
was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  Co.NDicT  sug:gested,  as  a  modification,  to 
insert  "  or  parts  of"  books,  which  was  accepted 
by  the  mover. 

Mr.  McArthur  called  for  a  division  of  the 
question,  and  it  was  accordingly  taken,  first,  on 
the  first  clause  of  the  amendmeni,  and  decided  by 
yeas  and  nays,  as  follows — yeas  184,  nays  12: 

YxAs — Messrs.  Abl>ot,  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Al- 
len of  Massachusetts,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Archer, 
Bayhes,  P.  P.  Barbour,  Bassett,  Blair,  Bradley,  Breck, 
Brent,  Buchanan,  Buck,  Burleigh,  Burton.  Cady, 
Cambreleng,  Campbell  of  South  Carolina,  Campbell 
of  Ohio,  Carter,  Cary,  Cassedy,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Col- 
lins, Condict,  Conner,  Cook,  Crafts,  Craig,  Crownin- 
shield, Culpeper,  Cusbman,  Culhbert,  Day,  Durfee, 
Dwinell,  Dwight,  Eaton,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  North 
Carolina,  Ellis,  Farrelly,  Findlay,  Floyd,  Foot  of 
Connecticut,  Forsyth,  Forward,  Frost,  Fuller,  Garri- 
son,  Garnett,  Gatlin,  Gozlay,  Gist,   Govan,  Gurley, 


Hall,  Hamilton,  Harris,   Harvey,  Harden,  Hayward, 
Hemphill,  Henry,  Herkimer,  Hobart,  Hogeboom,  Hol- 
combe, Hooks,  Houston,  Isacks,  Jenkins,  Johnson  of' 
Virginia,  J.  T.   Johnson,  F.  Johnson,    Kent,  Kidder, 
Lathrop.  Lawrence,  Lee,  Leftwich,  Letcher,  Lincoln, 
Litchfield,  Livermore,  Livingston.  Locke,  Long,  Long- 
fellow, McArthur,  McCoy,  McKean,  McKee,  McKim, 
McLane  of   Delaware,   McLean   of   Ohio,   Mangum, 
Mallary,  Markley,  Martindale,  Marvin,  Matlack,  Mat- 
j  son,  Mercer,  Metcalfe,  Miller,  Mitchell  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, Mitchell  of  Maryland,  .Moore  of  Kentucky,  Moore  i 
j  of  Alabama,  Neale,  Nelson,  Newton,  O'Brien,  Owen, 
I  Patterson  of  Ohio,  Plumer  of  New  Hampshire,  Poin- 
I  sett.  Prince,  Randolph,   Reed,  Richards,  Rich,  Rives, 
I  Rogers,  Rose,  Ross,  Saunders,  Sandford,  Scott,  Sharpe, 
I  Sibley,  Sloane,  Arthur  Smith,  .\lexander  Hmyih,  Wil- 
liam Smith,  Spaight,  Spence,  Standefer,  Sterling,  A. 
Stevenson,  J.  Stephenson,  Stewart,  Stoddard,  Siorrs, 
Strong,  Swan,  Taliaferro,  Tattnall,  Taylor,  Ten  Eyck, 
Test,  Thompson  of  Georgia,  Tod,  Tomlinson,  Tracy, 
Trimble,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Caro- 
lina, Tyson,  L'dree,  Vance  of  North  Carolina,  Vance 
of  Ohio,  Van    Rensselaer,  V^an  Wyck,  Vinton,  War- 
field,   Wayne,    Webster,    Whipple,  Whitman,  Whit- 
tlesey, Williams  of  New  York,  Williams  of  Virginia, 
Williams  of  North   Carolina,    James   Wilson,  Henry 
W'ilson,  Wilson  of  South  Carolina,  Wilson  of  Ohio, 
Wood,  Woods,  and  Wright— 184. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander  of  Tennessee, 
Allison,  Barber  of  Connecticut,  Bartley,  Brown,  Buck- 
ner, Kremer,  Little,  Patterson  of  Pennsylvania,  Plum- 
er of  Pennsylvania,  and  Reynolds — 12. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  second  part 
of  the  amendment,  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  it  were 
dispensed  with,  and  that  part  of  the  ameodmeat 
was  adopted,  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Randolph  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill 
so  as  to  reduce  the  duty  on  brown  sugar  to  two 
and  a  half  cents  per  pound. 

Mr.  Randolph  spoke  as  follows  :  I  rise,  sir,  for 
the  purpose  of  offering  to  the  consideration  of  this 
House  an  amendment   to  the   bill   before  them, 
which   nothing  but  an   imperious  sense  of  duty 
could  have  induced  me,  relti^  exitUrUibxis^  to  pro- 
pose,    it  will  be  recollected  that,  in  the  year  1816, 
an  additional  duty  was  laid  on  brown  sugar.    My 
present  object  is  to  reduce  the  duty  to  what  it 
then  w^as.     I  shall  not  take  tip  the  time  of  the 
House — I  never  have  done  it — in  discussing  the 
general  principles  of  any  bill  on  the  consideration 
of  its  details.     We  all  know  the  depreciation  of 
money  which  has  taken   place  since  1816;  that 
revulsion  in  the  pecuniary  concerns  of  this  coun- 
try, many  of  us,  in  our  own  persons,  and  all  of  us 
in  the  persons  of  our  friends,  yet  live  to  deplore. 
Sir,  what  was  the  comparative  value  of  money 
then  and  at  present  ?     Do  we  not  all  know  that  at 
that  time  a  duty  of  six  cents  per  pound  on  sugar 
would  not  have  been  as  much  felt  as  a  duty  of 
three  cents  is  felt  now  ?     Sir,  there  was  not  a 
man,  with  the  exception,  perhaps,  of  a  few  miser- 
able usurers  and  muckworms,  who  could  not  then 
get  six  dollars  easier  than  he  now  can  get  three. 
Kor  myself,  I  could  more  easily  have  paid  three 
dollars  at  that  time  than  1  can  pay  one  dollar  to- 
day.    Sir,  the  demon  of  speculation   had  taken 
possession  of  the  public   mind — the  bubble,  not, 
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sir,  of  the  South  Sea  or  the  Mississippi,  but  one 
every  whit  as  mischievous — was  then  fully  blown 
to  its  utmost  expansion,  and  was  near  bursting. 
Yet  the  duty  on  this  article — an  article  we  are  all 
obliged  to  con^^urae;  in  its  necessity  next  to  the 
articles  of  salt  and  iron,  in  universal  demand  ; 
and  entering  into  the  food  of  the  poorest  man  in 
the  community,  would  not  have  been  as  great, 
in  proportion  to  the  value  of  monev — at  six  dol- 
lars then,  as  it  is  now  at  three  dollars.  Sir,  I 
want  to  know  on  what  principle  it  is  that  the 
sugar  planter,  who  gets  his  mules,  his  stave  tim-  j 
ber,  the  provisions  for  his  s^laves,  at  the  first  hand  ' 
and  on  the  cheapest  possible  terms,  cannot  be  sat-  i 
isfied  with  a  protection — (the  word  is  not  mine; 
I  di.Nclaim  every  thing  of  the  kind,  but  I  use  it  in 
gentlemen's  own  sense  of  the  term,)  yes,  sir,  a 
protection  of  two  and  a  half  cents  a  pound  on 
their  sugar  ?  Sir,  we  have  had  a  practical  com- 
mentary in  the  success  of  the  last  amendment, 
(Mr.  Tod's,  on  cotton  bagging,)  on  the  effects  of 
perseverance— I  hope  we  shall  profit  by  it;  I  hope 
It  will  animate,  especially,  every  opponent  of  the 
bill  to  keep  the  faiih ;  to  fight  the  good  fight,  and 
to  hold  out  to  the  end.  [Here  Mr.  Bhent  in- 
terposed.] 

Sir,  I  have  not  yet  done.     Mv  proposition,  sir, 
is  not  to  lay  a  tax,  but  to  take  one  off.     But,  from 
the  effect  it  seems  to  produce,  I  could  really  think 
that   by  some  necromantic   process,  I   had   been 
suddenly  transferred  to  a  Chamber  of   Deputies, 
or  to  a  British  House  of  Commons,  to  the  delib- 
erative hall  of  some  one  of  the  older— I  will  not 
say  the  more  corrupt— I  disclaim  the  imputation  ; 
but  one  of  the  older  and  more  asttUe  Governments 
of  Europe.     Sir,   I  am   wrong.      I   rather  could 
wish  I  was  thus  transferred ;  for,  in  the  British 
Parliament,  1   should  see  duties   reduced   to  less 
than   one-half  of  their  former  amount;  not,  in- 
deed, from  choice,  sir,  for  power  is  sweet,  and  so 
i«   money;  but   the  British    mmistrv   have   been 
driven  to  the  reduction,  and  on  the  necessary  ar- 
ticle of  salt,  seven-eighths  of  the  duty  has  been 
taken  off,  and  they  are  pledged  to  repeal  the  re- 
mainder.    But  here,  sir,   by  some  strange  con- 
junction of  the  planets— for  evidently  it  cannot 
have  been  by  any  constellation  being' in  opposi- 
tion—a  most  extraordinary  effect   has   been  pro- 
duc«fd.     In  this  most  popular  branch  of  the  most 
popular  Government  in  the  world,  we,  who  come 
immediately  from  the  people,  whose  arteries  may 
be  expected  to  pulsate  and   keep  measure  with 
their  own,  instantly  become  extremely  fastidious 
so  soon   as  any  proposal  is  made,  the  object  of 
which   IS  to  lessen   the  burdens  of  the  country, 
bir,  were  it  not  as  plain  as  the  noonday  sun    I 
would  quote  hi^h  authority  in  this  House,  to  pro've 
what  I  have  said  of  the  distresses  of  the  country. 
&ir,  the  very  stamp  act  itself  could  hardly  throw 
us  into  a  greater  Hame  than  a  proposal  to  dimin- 
ish any  of  the  taxes— ay,  sir,  or  our  own  emolu- 
ment, seems  to  excite  in  this  House.     But  as  it  is 
a  f'eeliDg  in  which  I  do  not  participate,  as  my 
feelings  run  in  quite  another  direction,  I  find  my- 
self quite  cool- never  more  unmoved  in  my  life  ; 
for  if,  as  I  have  some  reason  to  fear,  the  tax  shall 


not  be  reduced,  I,  sir,  shall  pay  as  little  of  it  as 
any  man. 

Mr.  CoNDicT  opposed  the  motion,  and  referred 
to  the  facts  which  existed  when  the  present  duty 
was  laid. 

Mr.  Randolph  replied. 

Mr.  Brent  said  a  tew  words;  and 

Mr.  Floyd  argutd  at  some  length  in  favor  of 
the  reduction. 

Mr.  Cook  took  the  same  side  of  the  question, 
and  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Gi  rlev  ;  when 

Mr.  WicKLiFFE  called  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion. The  House  refused  to  take  it — ayes  81, 
noes  99. 

Mr.  Farrellv  opposed  the  reduction. 

Mr.  Warfield  avowed  a  change  of  .>«entiment 
on  the  subject,  and  argued  in  favor  of  the  reduc- 
tion, and  in  answer  to  Mr.  Farrelly. 

Mr.  Cook  spoke  in  vindication  of  the  course 
he  had  pursued,  and  in  answer  to  a  charge  of 
inconsistency. 

Mr.  Livingston  explained  some  facts  in  rela- 
tion to  the  consumption  and  raising  of  sugar,  and 
urged  arguments  against  the  proposed  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Mallary  inquired  into  the  state  of  the 
sugar-growing  interest,  and  the  prospects  of  its 
increase. 

Mr.  Livingston  replied,  and  stated  details  in 
explanation. 

Mr.  Moore,  of  Alabama,  moved  an  adjourn- 
ment. 

The  House  refused  to  adjourn — ayes  8T,  noes 
100. 

Mr.  Forsyth  gave  the  history  of  the  imposi- 
tion of  the  tax  on  sugar,  to  show  that  it  was  raised 
for  revenue  only,  and  advocated  the  reduction. 

Mr.  Mallary  spoke  in  opposition  to  it. 

The  que^tion  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph's motion,  by  yeas  and  iiays — yeas  96,  nays 
09,  as  follows  : 

Vka« — MesiTs.  Abbot,  Adami,  Alexander  of  Vir- 
ginia, Allen  of  Mafef^aohuselts.  Allen  of  Tennesaee, 
Archer,  P.  P.  Barlnjur,  Breck.  Urown.  Burkner,  Bur- 
leigh, Burton,  Camlireleng.  Campb*ll  of  South  Ca- 
rolina, Carter,  Cary,  Col.b,  Conner,  Cook,  Culpeper. 
Cushman,  Dwinell,  Edward*  of  .North  Carolina.  FJojd. 
Foot  of  Connecticut,  ForHvih,  (iarnett,  Uatlin,  Giat', 
Govan,  Hall,  Hamilton,  Harvey,  Ha\  ward,  Henry, 
Herrick,  Hobart,  Hooks,  Houston,  Kent,  Lathrop! 
Lee,  Leftwich,  Letcher,  Little,  Liveraiore,  Locke! 
Longfellow.  McCoy.  McDuffie,  McKim,  Mangum, 
Matlack,  Mercer,  Metcalfe.  Mitchell  of  Marjland. 
Neale.  NeUon,  Newton.  O'Brien,  Plumer  of  New 
Hampshire.  Randolph,  Reynolds.  Rives.  Ross,  Saun- 
ders, Scott,  Arthur  Smith,  Alexander  Smyth,  William 
Smith.  Wpaight,  Spence,  Sterling,  A.  Stevenaon,  J 
Stephenson.    StodJard,   Strong,   Taliaferro,  Tattnall, 

j  Ten  Eyck,  Thompson  of  Georgia,  Tomlinson,  Tracy. 

'  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Caro- 
lina. Vance  of  North  Carolina.  Warfield.  Whitman. 
Whittlesey,  White.  Wickiilfe.  Williams  of  New  York. 
Wiliiami  of  Virginia.  Williams  of  North  Carolina, 
and  James  Wilson — 96. 

Nats— Messrs.  Alexander  of  Tennessee,  Allison. 
Bayhen,  Barber  of  Connecticut,  Bartley,  Bas»ett, 
Blair,  Brent,    Buchanan,    Buck.    Campbell  of  Ohio, 
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Casfedy,  Cocke,  Collini,  Condict,  Crafts,  Craig, 
Crowninshield,  Culhbert.  Day,  Durfee,  Dwight,  Ea- 
ton, Eddy,  Ellis,  Farrelly,  Findlay,  Forward,  Fuller, 
Garrison,  Gazlay,  Gurley,  Harris,  Hayden,  Hemp- 
hill, Herkimer,  Hogeboom,  Holcombe.  Isacks,  Jen- 
kins, Johnson  of  Virginia-,  J.  T.  Johnson,  F.  John- 
son, Kremer,  Lawrence,  Lincoln,  I>itchfield,  Living- 
ston, Long,  McArthur,  McKean,  McKec,  McLane  of 
Delaware,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Mallary,  Markley,  Mar- 
lindale,  Marvin,  Miller,  Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania, 
Moore  of  Kentucky,  Moore  of  Alabama,  Owen,  Pat- 
terson of  Pennsylvania,  Patterson  of  Ohio,  Plumer  of 
Pennsylvania,  Poinsett,  Prince,  Rankin,  Reed,  Rich- 
ards, Rich,  Rogers,  Rose,  Sandford,  Sharpe,  Sibley, 
Sloane,  Standefer,  Stewart,  Swan,  Taylor,  Test, 
Thompson  of  Kentucky,  Tod,  Tyson,  Udree,  Vance 
of  Ohio,  Van  Wyck,  Vinton,  Wayne,  Webster,  Whip- 
ple, Henry  Wilson,  Wilson  of  South  Carolina,  Wil- 
son of  Ohio,  Wood,  Woods,  and  Wright — 99. 

So  the  motion  was  negatived. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Williams, of  North 
Carolina,  to  amend  the  bill,  by  inserting  the  fol- 
lowing, viz  :     On  salt,  twelve  and  a  half  cents  per 

*  bushel  of  fifty-six  pounds,  instead  of  twenty  cents, 

*  as  now  imposed  by  law." 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 


Wednesday,  April  14. 
Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Committee 
on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  a 
resolution  of  the  House  of  the  26lh  of  F'ebruary, 
directing  an  inquiry  into  the  expediency  of  grant- 
ing the  right  of  pre-emption  to  certain  actual  set- 
tlers in  the  district  of  St.  Helena  Courthouse,  in 
the  State  of  Louisiana,  made  a  report  thereon, 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
the  whole  House  to  which  is  committed  the  bill 
granting  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  certain  actual 
settlers  in  that  part  of  the  former  Province  of 
West  Florida  included  in  the  district  of  Jackson 
Courthouse. 

Mr.  Hamilto.m  moved  the  following  resolution  : 
Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  di- 
rected to  lay  before  Congress,  on  the  first  day  of  the 
next  sesion,  a  detailed  revision  of  the  existing  tariflT; 
a  revision  which  shall  have  for  its  object  the  production 
of  revenue  equal  to  the  exigencies  of  Government, 
and  which  shall  be  beneficially  accommodated  to  the 
various  and  existing  branches  of  the  productive  indus- 
try of  the  country. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  upon 
the  table. 

Mr.  Floyd  submitted  the  following  resolution 
for  consideration  to  morrow: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this  House  any 
information  he  may  possess  showing  the  kind  and 
quantity  of  provisions,  stores,  or  supplies,  of  any  kind, 
which  have  been  sent  from  the  United  States  to  any 
of  the  ports  of  South  America,  on  the  Pacific  ocean, 
for  the  use  of  I  he  vessels  of  war  of  the  United  Slates  ; 
designating  the  porU  from  whence  such  supplies  were 
sent,  the  name  of  the  ship  or  vessels  so  employed  ;  the 
time  when,  and  the  amount  paid  for  such,  and  for 
transportation  thereof;  likewise,  the  name  of  the  own- 
er or  owners  of  such  ship  or  vessels ;  how  and  when 


paid  ;  also,  the  amount  paid  in  said  ports  by  any  agent 
of  this  Government  for  supplies  o\  any  kind  for  the 
vessels  of  war  of  the  United  States,  stating  the  name 
and  office  of  the  person,  the  time  when,  the  place 
where,  and  the  mode  of  payment;  whether  in  bills, 
notes,  or  money ;  if  in  bills  or  notes,  whether  at  par 
value,  if  not,  at  what  discount  or  advance. 

The  resolution  yesterday  offered  by  Mr.  Cockb. 
calling  for  information  respecting  payments  of  ar- 
rears by  navy  agents,  dec,  was  taken  up  and 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Crowninshield,  from  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  ''An  act  regulating  the  trans- 
portation of  gold  and  silver  bullion,  specie,  and 
jewels,  and  carrying  of  passengers,  and  to  prohibit 
the  receipt  of  merchandise  in  the  public  vessels  of 
the  United  States,"  reported  the  same  without 
amendment,  and  the  bill  was  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  petition  of  William  Eaton,  presented  to 
the  House  on  the  16th  day  of  February  last,  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

The  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  upon  the  subject  of  the  claim  of  the  Stale 
of  Massachusetts,  for  the  services  of  the  militia  of 
said  State  during  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain, 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Afiairs. 

Bills  from  the  Senate,  of  the  following  titles,  to 
wit:  '-An  act,  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled 
'An  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act 
for  the  relief  of  persons  imprisoned  for  debt ;"  "An 
act  to  change  the  terms  of  the  circuit  and  district 
courts  of  the  United  Stales,  in  the  State  of  Ohio, 
and  one  of  the  terms  of  the  circuit  court  in  Ken- 
tucky ;"  were,  severally,  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

CLAIM  OF  DANIEL  D.  TOMPKINS. 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
upon  the  subject  of  the  claim  of  Daniel  D.  Tomp- 
kins, late  Governor  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
made  a  report  thereon  ;  which  was  read,  and  is  as 
follows: 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  .Me:^sagc  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  of  the  25th  ot  March,  1824,  relative  to  the  ac- 
counts of  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  report: 

That  the  accounts  of  Mr.  Tompkins  underwent  a 
full  investigation  by  a  committee  of  the  House,  ap- 
pointed at  the  second  session  of  the  last  Congress,  who 
made  a  detailed  report  ihereon,  and  in  the  views  of  the 
committee  then  expressed,  as  to  the  services  of  Gov- 
ernor Tompkins,  and  his  claims  to  the  justice  and  lib- 
erality of  his  country,  this  committee  fully  concur. 

On  a  consideration  of  the  claims  and  accounts  of 
Governor  Tompkins,  the  committee,  at  the  last  session, 
reported  in  favor  of,  and  recommended — 

1.  An  allowance  of  intereat  on  all  moneys  advanced 
by  him,  on  account  of  the  public,  from  the  time  of 
making  such  advances  to  the  time  of  bis  being  re- 
imbursed. 

2.  An  allowance  of  a  reasonable  commission  on  all 
moneys  disbursed  by  him  during  the  late  war. 

3.  An  indemnity  for  losses  sustained  by  him,  in  con- 
sequence of  any  failure  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
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ment  to  fulfil  iu  rngai^ements  to  send  him  money 
and  Treasury  notes,  within  the  lime  specified,  to  be 
deposited  in  certain  banks  as  coUateral  security  lor 
loans  procured  by  him  at  the  request  and  on  ac- 
count of  the  Government. 

4.  An  irresponsibility  for  losses  incurred  by  any  frauds 
or  failures  of  sub-agenU  to  whom  moneys  were  ad- 
Tanced  through  his  hands. 

In  conformity  with  this  report,  a  bill  was  passed  au- 
thorizing "  the  proper  accounting  officers  of  the  Trea- 
sury to  adjust  and  settle  the  accounts  and  claims  of 
Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  late  Governor  of  the  State  of 
JVew  York,  on  principles  of  equity  and  justice,  subject 
to  the  revision  and  final  decision  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States." 

The  committee  have  no  doubt  that  Governor  Tomp- 
kins has  been  and  yet  is  a  creditor  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  a  large  amount,  and  that  every  principle  of 
justice  would  recommend  a  prompt  and  liberal  settle- 
ment of  his  accounts,  upon  the  basis  of  the  foregoing 
report;  but  they  are  of  opinion  also  that  the  act  of 
Congress  before  recited  gives  sufficient  authority  for 
thia  purpose. 

So  lar  as  the  committee  have  been  informed,  it  ap- 
pears that  the  aforesaid  act  has  been  liberally  inter- 
preted by  the  President  and  the  accounting  officers, 
and  that,  under  the  provisions  of  that  law.  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  now  possesses  the  power, 
and  ought,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  to  exercise 
it,  of  doing  full  and  liberal  justice  to  Governor  Tomp- 
kins. *^ 

The  committee  do  not  perceive  any  good  reaboo, 
therefore,  for  making  any  change  in  the  existing  law, 
and  recommend  the  following  resolution  : 

Retohed,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
subject,  and  that  it  be  again  referred  to  the  President 
of  the  United  States  for  his  final  decision. 

Some  conversation  arose  between  Mr.  McLane 
and  Mr.  Cocke,  on  the  subject,  when  Mr.  Cocke 
moved  to  lay  the  report  on  the  table.  The  motion 
was  agreed  to — ayes  76,  noes  6{). 

THE  T.\RrFF  BILL. 

The  House  having  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  for  a  revision  of  the  Tariff- 
Mr.  Tucker,  of  South  Carolina,  renewed  the 
motion  he  had  yesterday  made  for  a  postpone- 
ment ot  the  Tariff  bill  to  the  first  day  of  Decem- 
ber next;  on  which  question  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  required. 

Mr.  Trimble  moved  for  a  call  of  the  House ;  the 
motion  was  agreed  to — ayes  87,  noes  78.  A  call 
of  the  House  was  accordingly  ordered.  The 
names  of  the  absentees  were  called  and  the  doors 
closed. 

Mr.  Little  then  moved  to  dispense  with  all 
further  proceedings  in  the  call.  The  motion  was 
negatived.     Ayes  78,  noes  103. 

Excuses  were  then  offered  for  several  absentees 
and  accepted. 

Mr.  Webster  moved  that  all  further  proceed- 
ings on  the  call  be  dispensed  with. 

Mr.  Trimble  opposed  the  motion. 

The  question  was  taken  and  decided  in  the  af- 
firmative.    Ayes  110. 

Mr.  Mercer  protested  against  either  an  indefi- 


nite postponement,  or  taking  the  previous  question 
on  this  bill,  whilst  amendments  were  pending,  and 
others  ready  to  be  offered. 

Mr.  Trimble  then  required  the  previous  ques- 
tion.    The  House  refused  to  sustain  the  call ayes 

94,  noes  97. 

Mr.  Webster  stated  his  reasons  for  voting 
against  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Randolph  expressed  nearly  the  same  views. 

-Mr.  Tdckeh  said,  on  making  his  motion  to  post- 

Eone  the  Tariff  bill  to  the  1st  of  December  next, 
e  did   not  rise  to  make  a  speech,  because  other 
gentlemen  had  already  expressed  his  views  of  the 
subject  under  discussion  much  better  than  he  was 
capable  of  doing,  and  much  more  to  his  satisfac- 
tion.    But  I  am  of  opinion,  said  Mr.  T.,  that  this 
discussion,  and  the  course  that  has  been  pursued, 
are  sufficient  evidence  of  the  impropriety,  at  least, 
I  of  laying  duties  for  any  purpose  except  revenue. 
I  And  if  we  can  place  any  confidence  in  the  opin- 
!  ion   of  the  President  of  the  United   Slates,  and 
I  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  there  is  no  necessity 
for   increasing  the   revenue,  except  it  should   be 
thought  necessary  to  carry  into  operation  a  system 
of  internal  improvement — a  project,  he  believed, 
equally  as  unconstitutional  as  the  proposed  tariff, 
and  which  will  be  equally  as  partial  in  its  opera- 
tion, and  oppressive  in  its  effect ;  both  of  wkich  I 
consider  a  violation  of  the  spirit  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, unwise,  and  impolitic — measureswhich  I  pro- 
test against.     Some  gentlemen  contend  that,  if  the 
bill  should  pass,  it  will  increase  the  revenue,  and 
encourage  domestic  industry  ;  and  that,  by  increas- 
ing the  duty,  the  articles  will  come  cheaper  to  the 
consumer,  «tc.     I  cannot   believe  such  doctrine. 
To  say  that  the  manufacturers  cannot  go  on  with- 
out increasing  the  present  duties,  to  enable  them 
to  compete  with  foreign  manufactures,  and  thereby 
place  it  in  the  power   of  the    manufacturers    to 
charge  more  for  their  articles,  and  yet  that  they 
will  come  cheaper  to  the  consumer,  seems  to  me 
absurd. 

Our  Constitution  was  formed  to  establish  justice, 
insure  domestic  tranquillity,  provide  for  the  com- 
mon defence  and  general  welfare  of  this  Union. 
But,  if  these  projects  are  carried  into  operation, 
they  must  and  will  have  a  contrary  effect.  From 
some  sections  of  this  Union,  petitions  have  been 
presented  from  many  manufacturers,  praying  for 
protection;  which,  if  they  succeed,  must  ope- 
rate against  the  interest  of  every  other  class,  ex- 
cept themselves,  and  be  particularly  oppressive  to 
the  people  in  the  Southern  States. 

This  subject  has  been  too  long  discussed,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  every  gentleman's  mind  is  made  up 
on  it,  and  that  the  vote  now  would  be  the  same 
that  it  would  be  a  month  hence.  I  think  the  bill 
worse  now,  than  when  it  was  reported  by  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  as  I  am  opposed  to 
the  bill  with  any  amendments  that  could  be  made ; 
and,  for  the  purpose  of  putting  an  end  to  further 
dicussion  and  amendment,  I  shall  move  for  the 
postponement  of  it.  I  think  it  time  for  the  pres- 
ent session  to  come  to  a  close;  I,  for  one,  wish  to 
go  home;  but,  if  gentlemen  think  we  should  stay 
longer,  I  am  of  opinion  our  time  can  be  much  bei- 
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ter  employed  on  other  subjects.     I  call  for  the  ayes 
and  noes  on  the  question  of  postponement. 

Mr.  Hamilton  and  Mr.  P.  P.  Barbour  made 
a  few  observations  in  reply.  When  the  question 
was  taken  on  indefinite  ]x>stponement — yeas  45. 
nays  155,  as  follows: 

Ykas— Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Allen 
of  Massachusetts,  J.  8.  Barbour,  Burton.  Campbell  of 
South  Carolina,  Cary,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Conner,  Cul- 
pepor,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Floyd,  Forsyth, 
Gatlin,  Gist,  Goran,  Gurley,  Hall,  Hayward,  Hooks, 
Kent,  Lee,  Leftwich,  Long,  McCoy,  Mangum,  Moore 
of  Alabama,  Neale,  Owen,  Rankin,  Reynolds,  Saun- 
ders, Sandford.  Arthur  Smith,  Alexander  Smyth,  Wil- 
liam Smith,  Spaight.  Taliaferro,  Thompson  of  Geor- 
gia, Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina, 
Vance  of  North  Carolina,  Williams  of  North  Carolina 
and  Wilson  of  South  Carolina.  ' 

Nats— Messrs.   Adams,  Alexander   of   Tennessee, 
Allen  of  Tennessee,  Allison,  Archer,  Baylies,  Barber, 
of  Connecticut,  P.  P.  Barbour,  Bartley,  Bassetl,  Bee- 
cher.  Blair,  Bradley,  Breck,  Brent,  Brown.  Buchanan, 
Buck,  Buckner,   Burleigh,  Cady,  Campbell  of  Ohio, 
Carter,  Cassedy.  Clark,  Collins,  Condict.  Cook,  Crafts, 
Craig,  Crowninshicid,  Cushman,  Cuthbert,  Dav,  Dur- 
fee,  Dwinell,   Dwight,   Eaton.  Eddy,  Ellis.  F^rrellv, 
Findlay,  Foot  of  Connecticut,  Foote  of   New   y«r'k 
Forward,    Frost,    Fuller,    Garrison,    Garnett,    Hamil- 
ton, Hams,  Harvey,  Hayden,  Hemphill,  Henrv,  Her- 
rick,  Herkimer,  Hobart,  Holcombe,  Houston,  "isacks, 
Jenkins,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  J.  T.  Johnson,  F.  John- 
son, Kidder,  Kremer,    Lathrop,   Lawrence,  Letcher, 
Lincoln,    Litchfield,    Little,     Livermore,    Livingston' 
Locke,   Longfellow,    McArthur,    McDuffie,    McKean', 
McKim,  McLane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Mal- 
lary,  Markley,  MartinJale,  Marvin,  Matlack,  Matson, 
Mercer,  Metcalfe,  Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania,  Mitchell 
?f,D^*'^'*"'^'  ^'^^^^  °^  Kentucky,  Nelson,   Newton, 
O  Brien,  Patterson  of  Pennsylv.mia,  Patterson  of  Ohio, 
Plumer  of  New  Hampshire,  Plumer  of  Pennsylvania, 
Poinsett.    Prince,   Randolph.    Reed,    Richards,    Rich, 
Rives,    Rogers,    Rose,    Ross,    Scott,    Sharpe,    Sibley, 
Sloane,    Spence,  Standefer,   Sterling.   A.    Stevenson, 
James  Stephenson,  Stewart.  Stoddard,  Storrs,  Strong,' 
Swan,  Taylor,  Ten  Eyck,  Teat,  Thompson  of  Ken- 
tucky, Tod.  Tomlinson,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Tyson,  Udree, 
Vance    of  Ohio,   Van    Rensselaer,  Van   Wyck,  Vin- 
ton, Warfield,  Wayne,  Webster,  Whipple,  Whitman, 
Whiltle^sy,  White,  Wickliffe,  Williams  of  New  York, 
Williams  of  Virginia,  James  Wilson,  Henry  Wilson, 
Wilson  of  Ohio,  Wood,  Woods,  and  Wright. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  amendment 
previously  offered  by  Mr.  Williams,  reducing  the 
duty  on  salt  to  10  cents  per  bushel. 

Mr.  Ross  called  for  the  previous  question. 

The  House  refused  to  sustain  the  call— ayes  93, 
noes  95. 

Mr.  SANnroRD  made  some  general  remarks  in 
opposition  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  Reeh  stated  facts,  and  quoted  memorials  in 
opposition  to  the  amendment  proposed. 

Mr.  Floyd  advocated  the  reduction,  which  was 
also  supported  by  Messrs.  Randolph  and  Moore, 
of  Alabama  ;  when  the  question  was  taken  by 
yeas  and  nays— yeas  81,  nays  122,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Allen 
of  MasaachusetU,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Archer,  Bar- 
ber of  Connecticut,  P.  P.  Barbour,  J.  8.  Barbour, 
18th  Con.  1st  Scsa.— 74 


Bartlett,  Buck,  BuHeigh,  Burton,  Campbell  of  Sooth 
Carolina,  Carter,  Cary,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Conner,  Cul- 
peper,  Cushman,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Floyd, 
Foot  of  Connecticut,  Forsyth,  Frost,  Garnett,  Gatlin, 
Gist,  Govan,  Hall.  Hamilton,  Harvey,  Hayward, 
Houston,  Kent,  Lathrop,  Lee,  Leftwich,  Little,  Liv- 
ermore.  Long.  McCoy,  McDuffie,  McKec,  McKim, 
Mangum,  Matlack,  .Mercer,  Mitchell  of  Maryland, 
.Moore  of  Alabama,  Neale,  Owen,  Plumer  of  New 
Hampshire,  Poinsett,  Randolph,  Reynolds,  Rivet, 
Rogers,  Saunders,  Arthur  Smith,  Alexander  Smyth, 
William  Smith,  Spaight,  Spence,  Standefer,  Steriing, 
A.  Stevenson,  J.  Stephenson,  Stoddard,  Taliaferro, 
Tattnall,  Thompson  of  Georgia,  Tomhnson,  Tucker 
of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  Souih  Carolina,  Vance  of 
North  Carolina,  Warfield,  Wayne,  Williams  of  Vir- 
ginia, Williams  of  North  Carolina,  and  Wilson  of 
South   Carolina — 81. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander  of  Tennessee, 
Allison,  Baylies.  Barlley,  Bassett,  Beecher,  Blair, 
Breck.  Brent,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Buckner,  Cady, 
Campbell  of  Ohio,  Cassedy,  Clark,  Collins,  Condict, 
Cook,  Crafu,  Craig,  Crowninshield,  Cuthbert,  Day, 
Durfee,  Dwinell,  Dwight,  Eaton,  Eddy,  Ellis,  Far- 
relly,  Findlay,  Foote  of  New  York,  Forward,  Fuller, 
Garrison,  Gazlay,  Gurley,  Harris,  Hayden,  Hemphill, 
Henry,  Herrick,  Herkimer,  Hobart,  Hogeboom,  Hol- 
combe, Isacks,  Jenkins,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  J.  T. 
Johnson,  F.  Johnson,  Kidder,  Kremer,  Lawrence, 
Letcher,  Lincoln,  Litchfield,  Livingston,  Longfellow, 
McArthur,  .McKean,  McLane  of  Delaware,  McLean 
of  Ohio,  Mallary,  Markley,  Martindale,  Marvin,  Mat- 
son,  Metcalfe,  Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania,  Moore  of 
Kentucky,  Morgan,  Newton,  O'Brien,  Patterson  of 
Pennsylvania,  Patterson  of  Ouio,  Plumer  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Prince,  Rankin,  Reed.  Richards,  Rich,  Rot«, 
Ross,  Sandford,  Scott,  Sharpe,  Sibloy,  Sloane,  Stewart, 
Storrs,  Strong,  Swan,  Taylor,  Ten  Eyck,  Teat, 
Thompson  of  Kentucky.  Tod,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Tyson, 
Udree,  Vance  of  Ohio,  Van  Rensselaer,  Van  Wyck, 
Vinton,  Webster,  Whipple,  Whitman,  Whittlesey, 
White,  Wickliffe,  Williams  of  New  York,  James 
Wilson,  Henry  Wilson,  Wilson  of  Ohio,  Wood, 
Woods,  and  Wright— 12L 

So  the  motion  of  Mr.  Willia.ms  was  negatived 

Mr.  Condict  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  ad- 
ding to  the  clause,  fixing  the  duty  on  bar  iron,  at 
90  cents  per  cwt.,  the  following  words;  "  Until 
the  1st  day  of  June,  1825;  and,  from  that  time, 
a  duty  of  one  dollar  per  cwt." 

I  did  not  rise,  said  Mr.  Condict,  to  discuss,  at 
length,  the  principles  of  the  bill.  It  was  my  in- 
tention to  submit  my  views  of  its  general  policy, 
and  of  the  effects  which  probably  would  result 
from  its  adoption  ;  but,  being  precluded  an  oppor- 
tunity, when  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  House, 
where  the  debate  has  been  protracted  to  a  great 
length,  knowing  how  precious  the  time  of  the 
House  is,  and  how  impatient  gentlemen  are  to 
vote  upon  the  final  question,  I  will  content  myself 
with  a  very  few  remarks  connected  with  the 
amendment  I  have  the  honor  to  submit. 

I  will,  first,  ask  the  attention  of  the' House  to 
the  condition  of  the  iron  works  in  the  district 
where  I  reside.  In  the  county  of  Morris  there  are 
about  forty  establishments  for  the  manufacture  of 
bar  iron — in  all,  about  ninety  forge  tires;  most  of 
them  are  located  upon  one  stream,  a  branch  of  the 
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Passaic  river.  Daring  the  restrictive  system,  and 
whilst  the  war  continued,  these  works  were  in 
a  flourishing  condition  ;  the  iron  found  a  ready 
sale,  and  commanded  a  gcod  price.  At  the  close 
of  the  war,  the  lar^e  importations  from  Europe 
reduced  the  price  below  the  actual  cost  of  making 
it,  and  these  works  ceased.  The  owners  petition- 
ed Congress  for  relief,  by  additional  duties  on  for- 
eign iron.  In  the  hope  that  aid  would  be  grant- 
ed, they  struggled  for  existence,  endeavoring  to 
employ  their  workmen,  rather  than  discharge 
them,  although  every  ton  of  iron  made  was  sold 
at  a  loss.  In  1815  or  1816,  Mr.  Dallas,  then  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  recommended  an  increase 
of  the  duty  on  foreign  iron,  to  Slo  per  ton.  But, 
such  was  the  hostility  to  this  important  branch  of 
industry,  so  stronp^  was  the  joint  influence  of  the 
merchants  and  planters,  that,  instead  of  ad  vane 
ing  the  duty,  as  Mr.  Dallas  had  advised,  they  re- 
duced it  to  forty-five  cents  per  cwt.  or  nine  dol- 
lars per  ton.  The  consequence  was,  irretrievable 
ruin  to  the  great  body  of  iron-masters  in  every 
section  of  our  country.  Of  the  forty  establish- 
ments before  referred  to,  with  the  exception,  per- 
haps, of  four  or  five,  the  works  have  either  been 
abandoned,  or  have  changed  owners.  The  few 
who  withstood  the  shock,  were  men  who  had  ac- 
cumulated property  whilst  the  business  was  profi- 
table, and  who,  during  the  time  of  depressed 
prices,  mere)^'  converted  the  surplus  produce  of 
their  farms  into  cash,  by  the  operations  of  their 
forges,  following  the  iron  business  as  a  secondary 
employment ;  whilst  every  man  who  made  it  his 
principal  concern,  who  sold  his  iron  and  purchas- 
ed  his  provisions   and    stock,  was  ruined.     His 


forge,  his  lands,  his  goods  and  chatties,  were  all 
struck  off  under  the  sherifl^'s  hammer,  at  public 
auction.  He  himself  was  driven  to  jail ;  his  work- 
men were  unemployed  ;  some  of  them  followed 
their  employer  to  the  jail  ;  some  emigrated  to 
new  countries;  their  families  were  reduced  to  ab- 
ject want,  and  compelled  to  ask  relief  from  the 
town,  or  resort  to  beggary.  The  sound  of  the  axe 
and  the  forge  hammer  was  no  longer  heard  from 
the  mountains,  where,  but  a  few  years  before,  all 
was  life,  and  action,  and  gladness. 

Such,  Mr.  Speaker,  was  the  actual  condition  of 
these  unfortunate  people  ;  a  condition,  not  the  re- 
sult of  their  idleness  or  prodigality,  but  of  the  ne- 
glect of  their  own  Government,  which  had  looked 
on  as  an  unconcerned  spectator,  upon  the  ruin  of 
oar  own  citizens,  accomplished  by  the  policy  of 
foreign  Governments. 

About  the  year  1819,  a  duty  of  seventy-five 
cents  per  cwt.  or  S15  per  ton,  was  imposed,  under 
which  act  many  of  those  works  gradually  revived, 
and,  with  the  most  rigid  economy,  their  owners 
were  enabled  for  a  time  to  pursue  the  business. 
The  general  peace  of  Europe,  the  disbandincr  of 
about  600,000  men,  so  long  employed  in  arms, 
had  the  eff'ect  of  reducing  the  price  of  labor  to  so 
law  a  degree,  as  to  enable  the  manufacturers  in 
Sweden  and  Russia  and  England  to  undersell 
us.  The  importations  of  iron  in  1821,  1822,  and 
1823,  have  been  so  enormous,  as  to  drive  Ameri- 
can iron  from  our  market.     Our  average  import 


had  been  about  20,000  tons  annually,  but,  in  1823, 
we  imported  31,000  tons.  Not  a  bar  of  Ameri- 
can iron  can  now  be  sold  in  our  cities,  except  at 
a  dead  loss  to  the  manufacturer.  Our  citizens 
employed  in  this  business,  have  loaded  your  table* 
with  their  memorials,  stating  their  diflSculties, 
and  imploring  relief.  Will  you  turn  a  deaf  ear 
to  their  distresses  ?  Will  you  sufler  these  estab- 
lishments to  fall  into  utter  decay  ?  Will  the  Gov- 
ernment be  dependent  on  foreign  nations  for  an 
article  so  essential  to  our  national  defence — so  ne- 
cessary for  every  purpose  of  agriculture?  Will 
you  look  to  Europe  for  your  cannon  and  muskets, 
your  swords  and  your  ploughshares,  your  spears 
and  pruning  hooks  .?  With  your  hills  and  moun- 
tains abounding  with  the  richest  iron  ore  on  the 
globe,  competent,  not  merely  to  supply  your  own 
wants,  but  amply  adequate  to  supply  the  whole 
world,  with  fuel  and  water  power  in  the  vicinity 
of  everv  mine,  suflBcient  to  prepare  it  for  use,  will 
you  still  look  to  England  and  Sweden  and  Rus- 
sia, for  this  indispensable  article  ?  Will  you  trans- 
port it  three  and  four  thousand  miles,  merely  to 
give  employment  to  your  surplus  tonnage?  To 
give  your  merchants  the  benefit  of  the  freight, 
and  a  profit  upon  the  purchase? 

\\  hat  is  tlie  objection  to  raising  the  duty  on 
this  article?     It  is  said  it  will  enhance  the  price 
to  the  consumer.     I  admit,  Mr.  Speaker,  it  may 
produce  that  effect  for  a  limited  period;  but,  in 
the  end,  the  domestic  competition  will  insure  an 
abundant  supply,  and  at  a  reasonable  price.    There 
IS  no  greater  fallacy,  than  the  assertion,  so  often 
repealed,  that  increased  duties  always  enhance  the 
price  of  the  article.     On  the  contrary,  I  maintain 
that,  when  the  Government  has  afforded  a  duty 
amounting  to  a  protection  from  foreign  importa- 
tion, a  reduction  of  price  has  followed.     I  would 
instance  coarse  cottons  as  a  moat  conclusive  and 
triumphant  proof.     In  1816.  when  the  protective 
duty  of  twenty-five  per  cent,  was  enacted,  with  a 
minimum  valuation  of  twenty-five  cents  per  square 
yard,  all  the  arguments  which  sophistry  and  mer- 
cantile cupidity  could  invent,  were  urged  against 
the  measure.     All  the  gloomy  predictions,  now 
enforced  against  this  bill,   were  arrayed.     Com- 
merce was  to  be  destroyed;  the  Navy  would  be 
annihilated  ;   the  whole   nation  was  to  be  taxed 
for  the  benefit  of  a  few  cotton  spinners;  the  poor 
of  the  land  would    be  compelled  to   pay  double 
prices  for  the  coarse  garments  they  wore.     The 
law,  however,  went  into  operation,  and  the  coarse 
cottons  of  India  were  excluded.     The  trade  in 
that  article  was  cut  off,  and  this  is  the  only  pre- 
diction in  the  whole  catalogue  which   has  been 
fulfilled.     The  wants  of  the  country,  in  respect  to 
coarse  cottons,  are  most  abundantly  supplied-  we 
produce,  from  the  skill  and  industry  of  our  own 
people,  an  article  most  essential  to  our  comfort,  of 
a  quality  vastly  superior  to  any  ever   imported, 
and  at  a  price  greatly  reduced.     Sir,  if  this  fact 
stood  alone,  it  would  speak  volumes  in  favor  of 
the  policy  of  this  bill.     Gentlemen  may  tax  their 
ingenuity  as  they  please,  to  account  for  the  suc- 
cess of  this  measure  of  national  policy,  and  for  the 
failure  of  their  own  predictions;  they  cannot  mis- 
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lead  the  public  mind.  The  facts  are  apparent  to 
the  capacity  of  every  man.  But,  sir,  this  is  only 
one  instance  which  goes  to  show  the  fallacy  of 
the  assertion,  that  increased  duties  augment  the 
price  to  the  consumer.     I  might  enumerate  the 

various   articles    manufactured  from   leather as 

boots,  shoes,  harness,  saddles,  bridles — cabinet  fur- 
niture, as  chairs  and  tables — carriages,  hais,  nails, 
shovels,  and   spades,  and  various  other  articles, 
as   furnishing   conclusive   evidence    that,    where 
Government  has  granted  an  adequate  protective 
duty,  to  articles  of  prime  necessity,  the  raw  ma- 
terial of  which  IS  produced  at  home,  domestic 
competition  invariably  produces  an  adequate  sup- 
ply, at  prices  generally  not  exceeding  those  of  the 
imported    articles,   and    frequently    much    lower, 
takino^  into  calculation  the  quality  of  the  goods.  ' 
Taking,  then,  experience  as  our  guide,  may  we 
not  expect  the  same  results,  in  regard  to  iron? 
New  mines  of  this  valuable  treasure  are  daily  dis- 
covered, producing,  in  the  greatest  abundance,  the 
best  iron   in  the  world.     Protect  your  manufac- 
tures from  being  ruined  by  foreign  importation  ; 
give  them  the  supply  of  the  home  market,  which 
will  insure  them  a  regular  demand  and  a  ready  I 
sale  for  the  fruits  of  their  industry.     Let  them  i 
progress  gradually  in  perfecting  their  machinery   ' 
and  in   acquiring  skill,  which  experience  alone  ' 
can  give.     The  resources  of  our  country,  the  en- ' 
terprise  and  energy  of  our  citizens,  with  our  ex-  ' 
perience  in  relation  to  other  subjects,  all  justify 
the  conclusion  that  domes-tic  competition  will  in- 
sure us  a  full  supply,  at  reasonable  prices,  of  an 
article  so  intimately  connected  with  our  national 
defence  in  war,  and  so  essential  to  our  agricultu- 
ral, our  manufacturing,  and  our  commercial  pur- 
suits in  peace. 

Mr.  Bavlies  opposed  the  amendment  in  a 
short  speech. 

Mr.  McDurriE  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment, by  striking  out  one  dollar  and  inserting 
eighty  cents,  as  the  duty  per  cwt.,  and  supported 
his  motion  by  a  speech,  in  which  he  delivered  at 
length  his  >entiraents  on  the  iron  duty. 

Mr.  Archer  followed,  on  the  same  side,  in  a 
speech  of  considerable  extent. 

Mr.  Webster  spoke  at  length  in  favor  of  the 
duty  of  eighty  cents. 

Mr.  Tod  ro.se  in  reply,  and,  having  spoken  for 
some  time,  after  he  concluded, 

Mr.  Kre.mer  called  for  the  previous  question. 

^  The  House,  this  time,  sustained  the  call— ayes 
98,  noes  86. 

The  question,  "  Shall  the  main  question  be  now 
put?  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays— yeas  111, 
nays  93,  as  follows :  /       j  , 

..y**"""^****"-  ^'^»™«-  Alexander  of  Tennewe, 
Alien  of  Tenno»«ee,  Allison,  Barber  of  Connecticut 
J.  8.  Barbour,  Bartley,  Beecher,  Blair,  Bradley' 
Brown,  Buchanan,  Buck,  Buckner,  Cady,  Campbell 
of  Ohio,  CaMedy,  Clark,  Cocke.  Collins,  Condict 
Cook,  CraflB,  Craig.  Durfee,  Dwight,  Eaton,  Eddy' 
Ellis,  Farrelly,  Fimllay,  Foote  of  New  York,  Forward, 
Garrison,  Gailay,  Gurley,  Harris,  Hayden,  Hemphill,' 
Henry,  Herkimer,  Holcombe,  Houston.  Jenkins, 
Johnson  of  Virginia.  J.  T.  Johnson,  Kent,  Kidder' 


Kreroer,  Leftwich,  Letcher,  Little,  Liringston,  Mc- 
Arthur,  McKean,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Mallary,  Markley, 
Martindale,  Marvin,  Matlaek,  Matsoo,  Metcalfe,  Mit- 
chell of  Pennsylvania,  Moore  of  Kentucky,  Morgan, 
Patterson  of  Pennsylvania,  Patterson  of  Ohio,  Plumer 
of  Pennsylvania,  Prince.  Richards,  Rich,  Rogers, 
Rose,    Rofs.  Sondford,  Scdtt,  Sharpe.  Sloane,  Wm. 

I  Smith.  Sterling,  Stewart,  Stoddard,  Storrs,  Strong, 
Swan,  Taylor,  Ten  Eyck,  Test,  Thompson  of  Ken- 
tucky,   Tod,     Tomlinson,    Trimble,    Tyson,     Udree 

j  Vance  of  Ohio,  Van  Rensselaer,  Van  Wyck,  Vinton,' 
Wayne,    Whitman,    Whittlesev,    White,    WicklifTe 
Williams  of  New  York.  James  Wilson,  Henry  Wilson*, 

I  W  lison  of  Ohio,  Wood,  Woods,  and  Wright. 

[       Nats— Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Allen 

I  of  Massachusetts,   Archer.    Baylies.   P.   P.   Barbour, 

i  Bartlett,  Bassett,  Breck,  Burleigh,  Burton,  Cambre- 
leng,  Campbell  of  South  Carolina,  Carter,  Cary,  Cobb, 
Conner,  Crowninshield,  Culpeper.  Cushman,  Cuth- 
bert.  Day,  Dwinell,  Edwards  of  North  Carohna,  Fioyd, 
Foot  of  Connecticut,  Forsyth,  Frost,  Fuller,  Garnett'. 
Gatlin,  Gist,  Govan,  Hall,  Hamilton,  Harvey,  Hay- 
ward,  Herrick,  Hobart,  Hogeboom,  Hooks,  Isacks, 
F.  Johnson,  Latbrop,  Lawrence,  Lee,  Lincoln,  Litch- 
field,  Locke,  Long,  Longfellow,  .McCoy,  McDuffie, 
McKee,  McKim,  McLane  of  Delaware,  Mangum, 
.Mercer,  Mitchell  of  Maryland,  Moore  of  Alabama, 
Neale.  Nelson,  Newton,  O'Brien,  Owen,  Plumer  of 
New  Hampshire,  Poinsett,  Randolph,  Rankin,  Reed, 
Reynolds,  Rives,  Saunders,  Sibley,  Arthur  Smith. 
Alexander  Smyth,  Spaight,  Spence,  Standefer,  A. 
Stevenson,  James  Stephenson,  Taliaferro,  Tattnall. 
Thompson  of  Georgia,  Tucker  of  Virginia.  Tucker  of 
South  Carolina,  Vance  of  North  Carolina,  Warfield, 
Webster,  Whipple,  Williams  of  Virginia,  Williams  of 
North  Carolina,  and  Wilson  of  South  Carolina. 

The  said  viain  question  was  then  put,  to  wit: 
''Shall  the  bill  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third 
time  ?"  and  passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  105, 

nays  102,  as  follows: 

^'*: AS— Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander  of  Tennessee, 
Allison,  Barber  of  Connecticut,  Bartley,  Beecher, 
Bradley,  Brown.  Buchanan,  Buck,  Buckner,  Cady, 
Campbell  of  Ohio,  Cassedy,  Clark,  Collins,  Condict, 
Cook,  Crafu,  Craig,  Durfee,  Dwight,  Eaton,  Eddy, 
Ellis,  Farreliy,  Findlay.  Forward,  Garrison,  Gazlay, 
Harris,  Hayden,  Hemphill,  Henry,  Herkimer,  Hol- 
combe, Houston,  Jenkins,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  J.  T. 
Johnson,  F.  Johnson,  Kidder,  Krcmer,  Lawrence, 
Letcher.  Little,  McArthur,  McKean,  McKim,  Mc- 
Lane of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Ofiio,  Mallary,  Mark- 
ley,  Martindale,  Marvin,  Matlaek,  Matson,  Metcalfe, 
Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania,  Mitchell  of  Maryland,  Moore 
of  Kentucky,  Morgan,  Patterson  of  Pennsylvania, 
Patterson  of  Ohio,  Plumer  of  Pennsylvania,  Prince, 
Richards,  Rich,  Rogers,  Rose,  Ross,  Scott,  Sharpe, 
Sloane,  Sterling,  Stewart,  Stoddard,  Storrs,  Strong, 
Swan,  Taylor,  Ten  Eyck,  Test,  Thompson  of  Ken- 
tucky, Tod,  Tomlinson.  Tracy,  Trimble,  Tyson, 
Udree,  Vance  of  Ohio,  Van  Rensselaer,  Van  Wyck, 
Vinton,  Wayne,  Whitman,  Whittlesey.  White, 
WicklifTe,  James  Vl'ilson.  Henry  Wilson,  Wilson  o( 
Ohio.  Wood,  Woods,  and  Wright. 

Nats— Metrs.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Allen 
of  Massachusetts,  A  lien  of  Tennessee,  Archer,  Baylies, 
P.  P.  Barbour,  J.  8.  Barbour,  Bartlett,  Baraett,  Blair, 
Breck.  Brent,  Burleigh,  Burton,  Cambreleng,  Camp- 
bell of  South  Carolina,  Carter,  Cary,  Cobb,  Cocke, 
Conner.  Crowninshield,  Culpeper,  Cushman.    Cuth- 
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bert,  Day,  Dwinell,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Floyd, 
Foot  of  Connecticut,   Foote  of  New   York,   Forsyth, 
Froat,   Fuller,  Garnett,    Gallin,  Gist,   Govan,  (lurley,  i 
Hall,  Hamilton,  Harvey,  Hayward,  Herrick,  Hobart, 
Hogeboom,  Hooks,  hacks,  Kent,  Lathrop,  Lee,  Lefl- 
wicb,   Lincoln,    Litchfield,     Livermore,    Livingston, 
Locke,  Long,  Longfellow,  McCoy,  McDuffie,  McKee, 
Manguni,  Mercer,  Moore  of  Alabama,  Neale,  Nelson, 
Newton,  O'Brien,  Owen,  Piuraer  of  New  Hampshire, 
Poinsett,  Randolph,  Rankin,  Reed,  Reynolds,  Rives, 
Saunders,  Sandford,  Sibley,  Arthur  Smith,  Alexander 
Smyth,  William  Smith,  Spaight,   Spence,  Standefer, 
A.   Stevenson,   J.  Stephenson,    Taliaferro,  Tattnall, 
Thompson  of  Georgia,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of 
South  Carolina,  Vance  of  North  Carolina,  Warfield, 
Webster,  Whipple,  Williams  of  New  York,  Williams 
of  Virginia,  Wflliams  ol  North  Carolina,  and  Wilson 
of  South  Carolina. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  lime. 

The  question  being  then  stated,  as  to  the  day 
on  which  the  bill  should  receive  its  third  reading — 
Mr.  Too  moved  that  it  have  its  third   reading 
to-morrow.  ^ 

Mr.  Randolph  moved^that  it  have  its  third 
reading  on  Monday  next,  and  supported  the  mo- 
tion by  a  few  remiarks. 

On  this  question  a  warm  debate  arose,  in  which 
Messrs.  Livingston,  Mercer,  and  Warfield, 
advocated,  and  Messrs.  Tod,  Kremer,  Metcalfe, 
and  Storrs  opposed  the  postponement. 

Mr.  Saunders  moved  lor  the  indefinite  post- 
ponement of  the  bill. 

The  Chair  pronounced  this  motion  out  of  order. 
Mr.  Sadnders  then,  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
Randolph,  moved  that   the   third  reading  take 
place  on  the  4ih  of  July  next. 

Mr.  Wright  made  some  observations  in  expla- 
nation of  the  actual  state  of  the  question,  in  re- 
gard to  the  bill. 

An  unsuccessful  motion  was  made  to  adjourn. 
Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  moved  that  the  bill 
be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Chair  pronounced  this  motion  to  be  out  of 
order,  as  the  bill  itself  was  not,  at  the  present  mo- 
ment, before  the  House,  and  the  only  question  be- 
fore the  House  being  the  fixing  of  the  day  for  a 
third  reading. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  4th  day  of 
July  next,  as  the  day  for  the  third  reading,  by  yeas 
and  nays — yeas  68,  nays  131, as  follows: 

Ykab — Messrs.  .\bbot,  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Ar- 
cher, P.  P.  Barbour,  J.  S.  Barbour,  Bartlett,  Basselt, 
Breck,  Brent,  Burleigh,  Burton,  Cambreieog,  Camp- 
bell of  South  Carolina,  Carter,  Cary,  Cobb,  Cocke, 
Conner,  Crowninshield,  Culpeper,  Cushman,  Day, 
Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Floyd,  Forsyth,  Fuller, 
Garnett,  Gatlin.  Gist,  Govan,  Gurley,  Hall,  Hamilton, 
Hayward,  Herrick,  Hooks,  Kent,  Lee,  Leftwich,  Liv- 
ingftton.  Long,  Longfellow,  McCoy,  McKee,  .VI angum, 
Mercer,  Miwre  of  Alabama,  O'Brien,  Owen,  Poinsett, 
Randolph,  Rankin,  Rives,  Saunders,  Arthur  Smith, 
Alexander  Smyth,  William  Smith,  Spaight,  Spence, 
A.  Stevenson,  J.  Stephenson,  Taliaferro,  Tattnall, 
Thompson  of  Georgia,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of 
South  Carolina,  Williams  of  North  Carolina,  and  Wil- 
son of  South  Carolina. 


Nats — Messrs.  Adams,   Alexander  of  Tennessee^ 
Allen  of  MassachusetU,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Allison^ 
Baylies,  Barber  of  Connecticut.  Bartley,  Blair,  Brad- 
ley' Brown,  Buchanan,  Buck,  Buckuer,  Cady.  Camp- 
bell of  Ohio,  Cassedy,  Clark,  Collins,  Condict.  Cook, 
Crafts,    Craig,    Cuthbert,    Durfee,    Dwinell,   Dwight, 
Eaton,  Eddj.  Ellis,  Farrelly,    Findlay,  Foot   of  Con- 
necticut, Forward,  Garrison,  Gazlay,  Harris,  Harvey, 
Hayden.  Hemphill,  Henry,  Herkimer,  Hobart,  Hoge- 
boom,  Holcombe,  Houston,  Isacks,  Jenkins,  Johnson 
of  Virginia,  J.  T.  Johnson,  F.  Johnson,  Kremer,  La- 
throp,   Lawrence,    Letcher.    Lincoln,    Little,    Locke, 
McArthur,   McDuffie,   McKean,   .McKim,  McLane  of 
Delaware,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Mallary,  Markley,  Martin- 
dale,  Marvin,  Matlack,  Malson,   .Metcalfe,  Mitchell   of 
Pennsylvania,  Mitchell  of  Maryland,  Moore  of  Ken- 
tucky, Morgan,  Neale,  Nelson.  Newton,   Patterson  of 
Pennsylvania,   Patterson    of   Ohio,    Plumer    of   New 
Hampshire,  Plumer  of  Pennsylvania,   Prince,  Reed, 
Reynolds,  Richards,  Rich,  Rogers,   Rose,  Ross,  Sand- 
ford,  Scott,  Sharpe,  Sibley,  Sloane,  Standefer,  Sterling, 
Stewart,  Stoddard,  Storrs,  Strong,  Swan,  Taylor,  Ten 
Eyck,  Test,  Thompson  of  Kentucky,  Tod,  Tomlinson, 
Tracy,  Trimble.  Tyson,  Udree,  Vance  of  North  Caro- 
lina, Vance  of  Ohio,  Van  Rensselaer,  Van  Wyck,  Vin- 
ton. Warfield.  Wayne,  Whitman,  Whittlesey,  White, 
Wickliffe,  Williams  of  New  York,  Williams  of  Vir- 
ginia, James  Wilson,  Henry  Wilson,  Wilson  of  Ohio, 
Wood,  Woods,  and  Wright. 

Mr.  Randolph  withdrew  his  motion  for  Mon- 
day, and  the  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a 
third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


Thursday,  April  15. 

Mr.  Ha.milton,  from   the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary AfTair.s,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Dean 
i  Weymouth,  accompanied  with  a  bill   for    his   re- 
lief; which  was  read  twice,  aad  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  accompanied  . 
with  a  report  of  the  number  of  non-commissioned 
officers  and  privates  of  the  marine  corps  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  and  where  stationed 
or  performing  duty  ;  also,  a  report  of  the  amount 
paid  to  the  Lieutenant  Colonel  of  the  marine  corps 
the  past  year,  for  his  monthly  pay  and  emolu- 
ments of  office,  prepared  in  compliance  with  a 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
12ih  April  instant. — Laid  on  the  table. 

The  resolution  yesterday  offered  by  Mr.  Floyd, 
respecting  transportation  of  private  property  in 
national  vessels,  purchases  of  naval  stores  abroad, 
(tc,  was  taken  up  and  agreed  to,  nnn.  con. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Call,  the  Committee  of 
W^ays  and  Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  allowing  a  compensation  to 
Joseph  M.  White  and  William  Davidson,  of 
Florida,  for  services  rendered  the  United  States, 
in  the  capacity  of  district  attorney  and  marshal  of 
the  district  of  West  Florida. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Francis  Johnson,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
placing  Joseph  Kingry,  late  a  private  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  on  the  pension  roll. 
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The  resolution  laid  upon  the  table  yesterday,  by 
Mr.  Ha.milton,  was  taken  up,  read,  and  again 
laid  upon  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  pa>sed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  viz:  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thaddeus 
Mayhew  ;"  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ichabod  Lord 
Skinner;"  "An  act  to  alter  the  limes  of  holding 
the  district  court  in  the  district  of  Missouri ;"  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Hezekiah  Langley  and  Ben- 
jamin M.  Belt;"  and  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Thomas  Hewes;  in  which  bills  the  Senate  ask 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Allen,  of  Massachusetts,  called  for  the 
consideration  of  the  resolution  proposed  by  him 
for  fixing  a  day  for  the  adjournment  of  Congress; 
and,  on  his  motion,  the  question  of  consideration 
of  this  proposition  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays. — 
The  vote  stood  as  follows  :  For  considering  it,  100 ; 
against  considering  it,  100. 

The  House  being  equally  divided  on  the  ques- 
tion, the  Speaker  voted  thereupon  in  the  neg- 
ative. 

So  the  House  refused  now  to  consider  the  said 
resolution. 

Mr.  Randolph  moved — and  there  was  no  occa- 
sion, he  presumed,  for  him  to  indicate  the  grounds 
of  that  motion — that  when  the  House  adjourns,  it 
shall  adjourn  to  meet  on  Saturday  next.  On  this 
question  Mr.  Ton  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
but  the  House  refused  to  order  them.  The  ques- 
tion was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Randolph's  motion, 
and  decided  in  the  negative,  without  a  division. 

OCCUPATION  OF  COLUMBIA  RIVER. 

Mr.  Floyd,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  29th  of  December  last,  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  occupying  the  mouth  of  the  Oregon 
or  Columbia  river ;  made  a  report  thereon,  which 
was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table.  The  report  is  as 
follows  : 

The  committee  to  which  was  referred  the  resolu- 
lion  of  the  29th  day  of  December  last,  instructing 
them  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  occupying  the 
mouth  of  the  Oregon  or  Columbia  river,  have  had  the 
same  under  consideration,  and  ask  leave  further  to 
report :  That  they  have  considered  the  subject  refer- 
red to  them,  and  are  persuaded,  that,  both  in  a  mili- 
tary and  commercial  point  of  view,  the  occupation  of 
that  Territory  is  of  great  importance  to  the  Republic  ; 
but,  as  much  has  been  submitted  to  the  House  on 
these  points,  by  former  committees,  they  have  now 
deemed  it  necessary  only  to  present  a  view  of  the  dif- 
ficulties which  would  probably  present  themselves  in 
accomplishing  that  object,  and  the  manner  in  which 
they  can  be  overcome. 

To  obtain  information,  a  letter  to  this  end  was  ad- 
dressed to  an  officer  of  the  Army,  whose  integrity  in 
the  public  service  is  well  known  to  the  House,  and 
Tvbose  military  knowledge  is  entitled  to  the  highest 
respect ;  that  officer.  Brigadier  General  Thomas  S. 
Jesup.  answered  so  satisfactorily  to  the  committee, 
that  they  have  presented  the  answer,  in  its  entire  form, 
to  the  House,  and  adopt  it  as  a  part  of  this  report. 

QUARTERMASTKR  GeKERAl's   OfFICK, 

Washington,  April  26,  1824. 


requesting  me  to  communicate  "  any  facts,  views,  or 
opinions,  which  may  have  presented  themselves  to 
me,  relative  to  the  probable  difficulty  of  making  an 
establishment  at  the  mouth  of  Columbia  river,  and 
the  military  advantages  of  that  establishment,"  I  have 
the  honor  to  remark,  that,  ever  since  my  attention 
was  first  directed  to  the  subject,  I  have  conaidered  the 
possession  and  military  command  of  the  Columbia 
necessary  not  only  to  the  protection  of  the  trade, 
but  to  the  security  of  our  Western  frontier.  That 
flank  of  our  country,  extending  from  the  Lakes  to  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico,  is  every  where  in  contact  with  nu- 
merous, powerful,  and  warlike  Indian  nations;  who, 
altogether,  might  be  able  to  bring  into  the  field,  from 
twenty  to  thirty  thousand  warriors.  Most  of  those 
nations  communicate,  either  with  the  British  to  the 
North  and  West,  or  the  Spaniards  to  the  South.  In 
the  event  of  war,  that  force,  with  a  few  hundred  for- 
eign troops,  or  under  the  influence  of  foreign  compa- 
nies, might  be  made  more  formidable  to  us  than  any 
force  which  Europe  combined  could  oppose  to  us. 
On  the  other  hand,  if  such  measures  be  adopted  as  to 
secure  a  proper  influence  over  them,  and,  in  the  event 
of  war,  to  command  their  co-operation,  they,  with  the 
aid  of  a  few  small  garrisons,  would  not  only  afibrd 
ample  protection  for  that  entire  line,  but  would  be- 
come the  scourge  of  our  enemies. 

The  dangers  to  be  apprehended,  can  only  be  averted 
by  proper  military  establishments;  and  whether  the 
]>ost  at  the  mouth  of  Columbia  be  intended  to  secure 
our  territory,  protect  our  traders,  or  to  cut  otf  all  com- 
munication between  the  Indians  and  foreigners,  I 
should  consider  a  line  of  posts  extending  from  the 
Council  Blulfs  entirely  across  the  continent  necessary. 
Those  posts  should  be  situated,  as  well  with  a  view 
to  command  the  avenues  through  which  the  Indians 
pass  from  the  north  to  the  south,  as  to  keep  open  com- 
munication with  the  establishment  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Columbia. 

A  post  should  be  established  at  the  Mandan  villages, 
because,  there  the  Missouri  approaches  within  a  short 
distance  of  the  British  territory,  and  it  would  have 
the  eflfect  of  holding  in  check  the  Hudson's  Bay  and 
Northwest  Companies,  and  controlling  the  Rickarees, 
Mandans,  Minnatarecs,  Assiniboins,  and  other  In- 
dians, who  either  reside  or  ran^  on  the  territory 
east,  north,  and  west  oi  that  point. 

A  post  at,  or  near,  the  head  of  navigation  on  the 
Missouri,  would  control  the  Blackfoot  Indians,  protect 
our  traders,  enable  us  to  remove  those  of  the  British 
companies  from  our  territory,  and  serve  as  a  depot, 
at  which  detachments  moved  towards  the  Columbia 
might  either  be  supplied,  or  leave  such  stores  as  they 
should  find  it  difficult  to  carry  with  them  through  the 
mountains.  It  might  also  be  made  a  depot  of  trade, 
and  of  the  Indian  Department. 

To  keep  open  the  communication  through  the  moun- 
tains, there  should  be  at  least  one  small  post  at  some 
convenient  point  between  the  Missouri  and  the  Co- 
lumbia, and  on  the  latter  river  and  its  tributaries, 
there  should  be  at  least  three  posts.  They  would 
afl'ord  present  protection  to  our  traders,  and,  on  the 
expiration  of  the  privilege  granted  to  British  subjects 
to  trade  on  the  waters  of  the  Columbia,  would  enable 
us  to  remove  them  from  our  territory,  and  to  secure 
the  whole  to  our  own  citizens.  They  would  also  en- 
able us  to  preserve  peace  among  the  Indians,  and,  in 
the  event  of  foreign  war,  to  command  their  neutrality 
or  their  assistance,  as  we  might  think  most  advisable. 
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The  po«U  defifn«ted,  might  be  entablished  and  main- 1  from  the  Council  Bluffs  could  reach  that  point ;  and, 
tainedat  an  additional  annual  expenae  not  exceed-  unleas  the  ships  should  be  detained  during  that  time, 
inu  forty  thousand  dollars.  ,  which  could  not  be  expected,  the  stores  would  be  ex- 

Bt  extending  to  those  posts  the  sv»!tera  of  cultiva-  |  posed  to  damage  and  depredation,  and  perhaps,  by 
tion  now  in  operation  at  the  Council  Bluflii,  the  ex-  I  the  time  the  troops  should  arrive,  would  be  entirely 
penMS  of  supplying  them  would,  in  a  few  ytars,  be  destroyed.  It  would,  therefore,  seem  to  me  a  measure 
greatly  diminished.  Mills  might  be  erected  at  all  the  of  prudence,  that  at  leaat  one  company  of  artillery  be 
posts  at  a  trifling  expense,  and,  the  whole  country  ,  transported  with  the  stores.  That  description  of  force 
*^  all  the  domestic  animals  neces-  I  would  be  found  necessary  at   the  post,  and  the  ships 

or   sulisistence,  might  be  sup-  \  would  afford  them  ample  accommodation. 


abounding  in  graan 
nary,  either  for  labor 
ported.  This  would  render  the  esUblishment  more 
secure,  and,  consequently,  more  formidable  to  the  In- 
dian nations  in  their  vicinity. 

As  to  the  proposed  posts  on  the  Columbia,  it  is  be- 
lieved they  might   be  supplied   immediately  at  a  low 
Wheal  may  be  obtained  at  New  California,  at 


That  the  route  from  the  Council  Bluffs  to  the 
mouth  of  Columbia  is  practicable,  has  been  proved  by 
the  enterprise  of  more  than  one  of  our  citizens.  It, 
no  doubt,  presents  difficulties;  but  difficulties  are  not 
impossibilities.  We  have  only  to  refer  to  the  pages 
of  our  history  to  learn  that  many  operations,  infinitely 


rate  ._  ^  •        «  • 

about  twenty-five  cents  per  bushel,  and  beef  cattle  at     rnore  arduous,  have  been  accomplished  by  Americans, 
three  or  four  dollars  each.     Salt,   in  any  quantity  re-  I  The  march  of  Arnold  to  Quebec,  or  of  General  Clark 
quired,  may  be  had  at  an  island  near  the  Peninsula  of  |  to  Vincennes,  during  the  Revolutionary  war,  exceeded 
'    ^       ■'  ...       greatly  in  fatigue,   privation,   difficulty,  and  danger, 

the  proposed  operation;  and  I  believe  I  may  say,  with- 
out fear  of  contradiction,  that  the  detachment  might 
be  supplied,  during  the  whole  route,  with  less  diffi- 
culty than  in  the  war  of  1756  was  experienced  in  sup- 
plying the  forces  operating  under  General  Washing- 
ton, and  General  Braddock,  against  the  French  and 
Indians,  on  the  Ohio. 

A  post  at  the  mouth  of  Columbia  is  important,  not 
only  in  relation  to  the  interior  trade,  and  the  military 
defence  of  the  western  section  of  the  Union,  but,  also, 
in  relation  to  the  naval  power  of  the  nation.  IVaval 
power  consists,  not  in  ships,  but  in  seamen  ;  and,  to 
be  efficient,  the  force  must  always  be  available.  The 
northwest  coast  of  .\merica  is  an  admirable  nursery 
for  seamen — many  of  our  best  sailors  are  formed  there  ; 
without  a  naval  station,  however,  on  the  Pacific,  the 
force  employed  in  the  whale  fishery,  as  well  as  in 
sealing,  and  the  northwest  trade,  would,  in  the  event 
of  war,  with  a  great  maritime  Power,  be,  in  some 
measure,  lost  to  the  nation.  But,  that  establishment 
made,  it  would  afford  a  secure  retreat  to  all  our  ships 
and  seamen  in  that  section  of  the  globe  ;  and  the 
force,  thus  concentrated,  might  be  used  with  effect 
against  the  trade,  if  not  the  fleets  or  possessions  of  the 
enemy,  in  place  of  being  driven  to  the  Atlantic,  or 
perhaps  captured  on  their  way. 

The  establishment  might  tie  considered  as  a  great 
bastion,  commanding  the  whole  line  of  coast  to  the 
North  and  South;  and  it  would  have  the  same  influ- 
ence on  that  line  which  the  bastions  of  a  work  have 
on  its  curtains;  for  the  principles  of  defence  are  the 
same,  whether  applied  to  a  small  fortress,  or  to  a  line 
of  frontier,  or  even  an  entire  section  of  the  globe.  In 
the  one  case,  the  missiles  used  are  ballets  and  cannon 
shot;  in  the  other,  ships  and  fleets. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &,c., 

TH.  8.  JE8UP. 
Hon.  J.  Flotd,  House  of  Representativts. 

INDIAN  RESERVATIONS  IN  GEORGIA. 

Mr.  Forsyth,  from  the  select  cointuittee  to 
which  was  referred  the  President's  Message  of  the 
30ih  of  March,  1S24,  relating  to  the  execution  ol 
so  much  of  the  compact  of  1802  between  the 
United  States  and  the  Slate  of  Georgia,  as  re- 
lates to  the  exttnguishmenl  of  the  Indian  title  la 
lands  wilhin  thai  Stale;  also,  a  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  said  Slate;  made  a  report 
ihcreon  ;  which  was  read,  as  follows: 


California.     Should  transportation  not  be  readily  ob 
tained  for  those  articles,  vessels  might  be  constructed 
by  the  troops. 

To  obtain  the  desired  advantages,  it  is  important, 
not  only  that  we  occupy  the  post*  designated,  but  that 
we  commence  our  operations  without  delay.  The 
British  companies  are  wealthy  and  powerful ;  their 
establishmente  extend  from  Hudson's  Bay  and  Lake 
Superior  to  the  Pacific  ;  many  of  them  within  our  ter- 
ritory. It  is  not  to  be  supposed  they  would  surrender 
those  advantages  without  a  struggle,  and,  though  they 
should  not  engage  in  hostilities  themselves,  they  might 
render  all  the  Indians,  in  that  extensive  region,  hos- 
tile. 

The  detachment  intended  to  occupy  the  mouth  of 
Columbia  might  leave  the  Council  Bluffs  in  June,  and  ' 
one  hundred  and  fifty  men  proceed  with  the  boats  and  ; 
stores;  and,  as  the  country  is  open,  and  abounds  with  | 
grass,  the  remaining  fifty  might  proceed  by  land,  with  | 
ihe  horses  intended   for   the    transportation   across  the  , 
mountains,  and   might   drive   three   or  four   hundred  | 
beeves  to  the  Mandan  villages  or  to  the  falls  of  Mis-  ; 
souri ;  at  one  of  those  places  the  parties  should  unite  ' 
and  spend  the  winter.     The  latter  would  be  preferable,  j 
because  there  they  might  be  able  to  establish  a  friendly 
intercourse  with    the    Blackfoot    Indians,    or,    at    all 
•vents,  by  impressing  them  with  an  idea  of  the  power 
of  the  nation,   restrain   their  depredations   upon  the 
neighboring  tribes,   and  deter  them  from  acts  of  out- 
rage upon  our  traders.     Thry  might,  also,  during  the 
winter,  reconnoitre   the    several    passes    through   the 
mountains,   prepare  provisions   necessary   to  support 
them  on  the  march,  and  down  the  Columbia ;  and,  if 
authorixed  to  do  so,   remove  from  our   territories  all 
British  traders  on  the  waters  of  the  Missouri.     They 
would  necessarily  remain  at,  or  in  the  vicinity  of,  their 
wintering  ground,  until  June,  but  might  be  occupied 
during  the  months  of  April  and   May,  in   opening  a 
road  to  the  mountAins,  and  constructing  bridges  over 
the  numerous  streams  on  the  route.     This  work  per- 
formed, they  might,  in   about  twenty  days,  reach  the 
navigable   waters  of  Clark's  river,   a  branch   of  the 
Columbia,  and,  in  ten  days  more,  prepare  transportation 
to  descend  to  their  destination,  where,  after  every  ne- 
cessary allowance  for  accidents  and  delays,  they  would 
certainly  arrive  by  the  monlh  of  August. 

The  vessels  employed  to  transport  the  stores  by  sea, 
might  leave  the  United  States  in  the  month  of  No- 
vember, and  would  arrive  at  the  mouth  of  Columbia 
in  April,  at  least  four  months  before  the  detachment 
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The  select  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
President's  .Message,  of  the  30lh  of  March,  with  the 
documents  accompanying  it,  relating  to  the  compact 
of  iy02,  between  the  United  States  and  the  State  oi 
Georgia,  submit  to  the  House,  on  that  Message,  and 
on  the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
Georgia,  also  referred  to  them,  the  following  report : 

The  State  of  Georgia  claimed,  on  the  establishment 
of  the  independence  of  the  United  States,  all  the  lands 
now  forming  the  States  of  Georgia,  Alabama,  and 
Mississippi,  with  the  exception  of  those  portions  of 
the  two  last  States  which  formed  a  part  of  Florida  and 
Louisiana. 

This  claim  was  founded  upon  the  charter  of  incor- 
poration of  the  proprietary  government;  on  the  Royal 
commissions  issued  to  the  Governors  of  the  State, 
after  the  proprietors  had  surrendered  their  charter  to 
the  Crown.  The  claim  was  disputed  by  South  Caro- 
lina and  by  the  United  Slates.  The  conflicting  claims 
of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia  wore  adjusted  by  a 
convention  between  them,  in  1787.  The  United 
States  recognised,  by  the  treaty  with  Spain  of  the 
year  1795,  the  claim  of  Georgia,  having  refused,  in 
1788,  a  cession  from  the  State,  on  account  of  the  re- 
moteness of  the  lands,  and  of  the  terms  proposed  by 
Georgia. 

In  April,  1798,  Congress  passed  a  law  in  relation  to 
the  western  part  of  the  territory  of  Georgia,  with  a 
reservation  of  the  rights  of  Georgia  to  the  jurisdiction 
and  soil. 

In  May,  1600,  another  act  was  passed,  containing 
a  similar  reservation. 

In  December,  1800,  Georgia  remonstrated  against 
these  acts,  as  a  violation  of  her  right  of  sovereignty 
and  soil.  The  compact  of  1802  put  an  end  to  the 
disputes  which  were  likely  to  arise  out  of  this  collision 
between  the  General  and  State  Governments.  By 
this  compact,  the  United  States  obtained  a  surrender 
of  the  right  of  Georgia  to  the  sovereignty  and  soil  of 
two  Slates,  containing,  by  estimate,  eighty-six  mil- 
lions of  acres  of  land,  for  the  paltry  consideration  of 
•  the  payment  of  $l,i80,000  out  of  the  proceeds  of  that 
land,  and  of  a  promise  to  extinguish  the  Indian  title 
to  the  land  within  the  territorial  limits  not  ceded  to 
the  United  Slates,  as  soon  as  it  could  be  done  peace- 
ably, and  on  reasonable  terms.  The  execution  of 
this  compact  produced  no  change  in  the  right  of 
Georgia  to  the  sovereignty  and  soil  of  the  land  within 
her  newly  defined  boundaries.  Its  only  effect  was  to 
throw  upon  the  United  States  the  expense  which 
might  attend  the  extinguishment  of  the  Indian  title, 
an  expense  which,  but  for  this  compact,  must  have 
been  borne  by  the  State.  Nor  did  this  compact,  in 
the  slightest  circumstance,  add  to  the  title  of  the  In- 
dians; it  recognised  only  the  claim  which  they,  as 
Indians,  were  allowed  to  have,  according  to  the  usages 
of  the  Stales,  and  the  liberal  policy  adopted  towards 
them  by  the  General  Government. 

In  relation  to  the  Cherokees,  the  principal  topic  of 
the  President's  Message,  it  would  appear  that  new 
doctrines  are  permitted  to  be  entertained  of  them,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  committee  neither  consistent  with 
the  opinions  heretofore  entertained,  with  the  practices 
of  the  Government,  nor  with  the  interests  of  the 
Union.  The  Cherokees  claim  to  be  an  independent 
tribe.  The  President  avows  the  belief  that  the  articles 
of  cession  of  180~  is  a  full  proof  that  the  Indians  had 
a  right  to  the  territory,  in  the  disposal  of  which  they 
were  to  be  regarded  as  free  agents. 


The  acts  of  the  General  Government,  in  1814,  in 
relation  to  the  Creeks  ;  the  language  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  in  1817;  the  language  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  in  1818;  of  the  agent  of  the  Gov- 
ernment in  that  year,  in  treating  with  the  Cherokees; 
of  the  agent  treating  with  them  in  1823,  does  not  cor- 
respond with  the  opinions  now  expressed. 

In  1814,  General  Jackson,  acting  under  the  author- 
ity  of  the  Government,  took  from  the  Creek  Indians, 
for  an  equivalent  named  by  himself,  all  the  land  the 
United  Stales  chose  to  require,  to  effect  a  great  object 
of  national  policy  in  regard  to  the  Indian  tribes.  It 
cannot  be  alleged  that  this  was  done  by  virtue  of  con- 
quest. The  letter  of  the  late  Indian  agent,  Colonel 
Hawkins,  of  the  1 1th  of  August,  1815,  laid  before  the 
House  of  Representatives  on  the  6th  of  April,  1824, 
shows  that  nearly  eight  millions  of  acres  were  taken 
from  the  friendly  Indians,  (our  allies  in  the  war,)  over 
and  above  all  the  hunting  grounds  of  the  upper 
friendly  Creeks,  for  what  was  called  an  equivalent, 
but  which  the  Indians  did  not  deem  such. 

In  1817,  in  his  Message  at  the  opening  of  Congress, 
the  President  says,  "  the  hunter  state  can  exist  only 
in  the  vast  uncultivated  desert.  It  yields  to  the  more 
dense  and  compact  form,  and  greater  force  of  civilized 
population  :  and,  of  right,  it  ought  to  yield,  for  the 
earth  was  given  to  mankind  to  support  the  greatest 
number  of  which  it  was  capable,  and  no  tribe  or  peo- 
ple have  a  right  to  withhold,  from  the  wants  of  others, 
more  than  is  necessary  for  their  own  support  and 
comfort." 

In  a  letter  of  the  29th  July,  1818,  the  Secretary  of 
War  says  to  Mr.  McMinn,  speaking  of  the  attempts 
I  to  prevent  the  Cherokees  from  going  to  Arkansas, 
|."the  United  States  will  not  permit  the  treaty  to  be 
I  defeated  by  such  means.  Those  who  choose  to  remain 
!  are  permitted  to  do  so  in  quiet — those  who  choose  to 
I  emigrate,  must  be  equally  free."  And  further;  "It 
is  vain  for  the  Cherokees  to  hold  the  high  lone  which 
they  do,  as  to  their  independence  as  a  nation,  for 
daily  proof  is  exhibited  that,  were  it  not  for  the  pro- 
tecting arm  of  the  United  States,  they  would  become 
the  victims  of  fraud  and  violence."  Mr.  McMinn 
fells  the  Cherokees,  in  conformity  with  this  declara- 
tion, in  his  talk  to  the  chiefs,  of  the  23d  of  November, 
1818,  "  It  must  surely  be,  my  brothers,  that  you  view 
me  as  an  impostor,  acting  upon  my  own  authority, 
with  a  view  to  deceive  the  nation,  or  that  you  flatter 
yourselves  with  the  empty  expectation  thai  the  United 
States  cannot  execute  a  measure  of  general  defence 
for  the  safety  of  her  citizens,  which  shall,  in  the  slight- 
est degree,  affect  your  interest  or  your  wishes."  The 
agents  of  1823  assert  an  unqualified  right  in  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  take  from  the  Indians  any  of  their  lands 
for  public  use.  It  is  asserted,  however,  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  that  there  were  treaties  existing  with 
the  Cherokees,  in  1802,  which  guarantied  their  lands. 
These  guarantees  were  only  of  the  Indian  title,  as  un- 
derstood by  all  at  the  date  of  the  execution  of  these 
treaties — a  title  of  mere  occupancy,  for  the  purposes  of 
hunting. 

The  idea  of  title  to  the  soil  was,  until  lately,  un- 
known to  the  Indians.     Their  lands  were  overrun  by 
them,  not  inhabited  ;  their  rights  not  transferred,  but 
extinguished,  dependent  upon  the  will  of  ihc  power  to 
I  whom  the  sovereignty  over  them  belongs.  This  sovereign 
I  power  was  Georgia,  prior  to  the  adoption  of  the  Consti- 
I  tution  of  the  United  Stales.     That  Constitution  gave  to 
I  the  United  States  the  authority  to  manage  the  affairs  of 


2351 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


2352 


2353 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


2354 


i . 


,  .» 


H.  OF  R. 


Indian  Reservations  in  Georgia. 


April,  1824. 


April,  1824. 


Indian  Reservations  in  Georgia. 


H.  or  R. 


the  Indians,  for  the  peace  of  the  Union,  and  the  even- 
tual  benefit  of  Georgia.     The  Indians  had  mere  occu- 
pation ;  the  United  States  were  the  agents  of  Georgia 
for  the   extinguishment  of  this   allowed    possession. 
The  compact  of  1802.  required  this  to  \w  effected  out 
of  the  general  fund.    No  act  of  the  United  States,  nor 
of  the  Indians,  nor  oi  both,  could,  without  her  consent, 
impair   the  rights  of  Georgia    to  the  jurisdiction  and 
■oil  of  the  territory  in  question,  whenever  the  Indians 
should  be  removed   from  it,  by  accident,  by  contract, 
or  by  force.     This  doctrine   is  confirmed  by  the  deci- 
sion of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  which 
has  declared  sales  made  by  Slates,  of  Indian  territory, 
valid,  prior  to  the  extinguishment  of  Indian  title  :  That 
there  is  a  species  of  seizin  in   fee,  which  enables  a 
State  to  grant  to  individuals.     In  fact,  the  compact  of 
1802  is  the  acknowledgment  of  the   United  States  of 
this  doctrine,  as  their  only  title  to  the  soil  of  Alabama 
and  Mississippi  is  founded  upon  it.    The  Secretary  of 
War,  in  his  attention  to  the  treaties  guarantying  the 
Indian   title,  has  entirely  omitted   to   notice    the  first 
and  most  important  document  in  relation  to  this  sub- 
ject, the  Treaty  of  Hopewell,  of   1785 — a  document 
sustaining  the  opinion  of  the  committee,   and   giving 
to  it,  what  is  now  deemed  important,  the  sanction  of 
Indian  acquiescence.    The  fourth  article  of  the  Treaty 
of  Hopewell,  is,  "the  boundary  allotted  to  the  Chero- 
kees  for  their   hunting  grounds,  is,  and  shall   be,  the 
following:"  The  Indians  acknowledge,  by  that  treaty, 
the   United   States   as   their  sovereign ;    and,  by  the 
9th  article.   Congress   assumes,  for  the   interest  and 
comfort  of  the  Indians,   the  power   to  regulate  their  | 
trade,  and  manage  all  their  affairs  as  they  may  deem 
proper.     This  treaty    exi«*led   at  the  adoption  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  Georgia,  as  a 
member  of  the  Union,  was  vested  with  the  sovereignly 
and  soil  of  the  Cherokee  lands,  subject  only  to  the  In- 
dian right  of  hunting  within  the  allotted  limits,  which 
right,  the  General  Government  was   bound  to  extin- 
guish as    ear'iy  as    the   general    convenience   would 
permit 

The  duty  of  the  General  Government  was  to  do  all 
acts  which  would  accelerate  this  event ;  to  refrain  from 
all  acts  which  would  retard  it.  Over  the  territories  of 
the  United  States,  the  General  Government  could 
rightfully  exercise  unlimited  power,  in  relation  to  the 
Indian  tribes.  Within  a  particular  State,  the  sole 
power  was  that  of  agency,  for  the  preservation  of 
peace,  the  regulation  of  trade,  and  the  extinguishment 
of  title.  To  this  general  obligation,  imposed  by  the 
Constitution  on  all  the  Slates,  a  special  promise  was 
added  in  favor  of  Georgia,  in  1802  ;  partially  executed  ; 
but,  to  the  complete  execution  of  which,  difficulties 
%re  alleged  to  exist,  which  require  the  interposition  of 
the  power  of  Congress. 

How  far  this  promise  has  been  complied  with,  is 
attempted  to  be  shown,  by  two  documents,  marked  A. 
and  b,  sent  to  Congress  by  the  President.  By  the 
document  A,  it  appears  that  the  Indian  title  to  15,- 
744,000  acres  has  been  extinguished  ;  and  that  there 
remains  10,240,000  acres  yet  in  their  possession,  as 
hunting  grounds.  The  first  quantity  is  alleged  to  be 
afl  that  could  be  peaceably  obtained  on  reasonable 
terms. 

The  document  No.  1,  accompanying  this  report, 
will  show  that,  since  1802,  the  United  States  have 
been  able  to  obtain,  for  their  own  use,  more  than 
30,000,000  of  acres  in  Alabama  and  Mississippi,  in  ad- 
dition  to  7,633,400  obtained  in   1801  ;   to  5,006,880 


obtained  for  Tenneesee,  by  treaty,  firom  thf  Chiekanaw 
Indians,  subsequently  confirmed  by  a  treaty  with  the 
Cherokees:  700,000  for  North  Carolina;  and  a  quan- 
tity, an  estimate  of  which  is  not  in  the  hands  of  the 
committee,  for  South  Carolina.  No  satisfactory  ex- 
planation is  afforded  to  show  how  this  difference  in 
the  quantity  of  lands  procured  by  the  United  States, 
for  their  own  account,  and  in  compliance  with  their 
promise  to  Georgia,  has  occurred. 

The  document  B  is  intended  to  show  the  expense 
incurred  in  the  execution  of  the  compact  of  1802.  It 
it  defective  and  delusive.  It  contains  no  credit  for  the 
money  received  at  the  treasury  of  Georgia,  viz  :  the 
Yaioo  fund,  $184,515  94.  It  is  omitted  to  be  stated 
that  the  $1,250,000  was  paid  out  of  the  proceeds  of 
the  property  acquired.  It  charges  the  Yazoo  compro- 
mise as  a  benefit  to  Georgia,  who  had  no  interest  in 
the  settlement  but  a  common  interest  with  the  other 
States.  The  land  procured  for  the  Cherokees,  on  the 
Arkansas,  is  charged  at  the  minimum  value  of  lands 
surveyed  and  offered  for  sale  by  the  United  States, 
and  not  at  its  trilling  actual  cost,  about  twenty-five 
thousand  dollars. 

The  committee  are  at  a  loss  to  know  what  bearing 

thi.4  defective  document  has  on    the   question  of  the 

Cherokee  lands.     .\s,  however,   they  presume  it  baa 

a  relation  not  well  understood,  they  conceive  it  proper 

to  show,  by  the  statement  No.  2,  what  pecuniary  ad« 

vantages  have  accrued,  and  will  accrue,  to  the  United 

States,   under  the   compact   with  Georgia.      By  this 

statement,  it  appears  that  $4,512,850  23,  exclusive  of 

Mississippi  stock,  have  been  received   into  the  public 

Treasury  ;    that    $6,444,821    51   are  due    from   sales 

made  ;  that  the  land  ceded   by  the   Indians,  and   not 

i  yet  sold,  is  27,588  800  acres,  which,  at  the  minimum 

I  price,   is  $34,486,000.     That   there  remains   yet,  a« 

I  hunting  grounds  for  the  Indians,  22,977,576  acres. 

The  balance  of  profit  is  sufficiently  with  the  United 
States  to  justify  contracts  for  the  extinguishment  of 
Indian  title  for  the  benefit  of  Georgia,  without  great 
scrutiny  as  to  the  amount  of  expense  incurred.  The 
committee  agree  with  the  Secretary  of  War,  "that  no 
opportunity  of  extinguishing  the  Indian  title,  on  rea- 
sonable  terms,  has  been  neglected  by  the  General 
Government,"  for  its  own  use;  but  they  do  not  per- 
ceive that  the  same  zeal  has  been  successfully  exerted 
for  the  State  of  Georgia.  The  treaty  of  1814,  with 
the  Creeks,  was  dictated  by  General  Jackson  to  the 
Creeks,  by  order  of  the  Department  of  War.  As 
has  been  already  seen,  a  large  territory  was  taken 
from  the  Creeks. 

The  policy  of  the  United  States,  as  explained  by  the 
Secretary,   required  a  separation  of  the   tribes  of  In- 
dians from  each  other,   and  from  the  ocean.     To  this 
policy  a  compliance  with  the  promise  to  Georgia  was 
sacrificed.     It  is  alleged   that    the  obligation  to  Geor- 
gia extends  only  to  the  purchase  of  lands,  &c.     The 
term  purchase  is  an  interpolation ;  it  is  not  found  in 
the  articles  of  cession  of  1802.    It  is  alleged,  also,  that 
this  land  was  obtained   by  conquest,  and  therefore  the 
nation  was  at  liberty,  laying  the  contract  with  Geor- 
gia  out  of  view,  to  pursue  its  plan  of  policy.      With- 
out entering  into  any  considerations  to  show  that  the 
United  States,  having  obtained,  by  force  not  used  for 
I  that  purpose,   but  defensively,   the  opportunity  to  ex- 
I  tinguish  the  Indian  title  within  the  limits  of  Georgia, 
was  bound,  in  good  faith,  to  use  it,  it  is  deemed  sufii- 
1  cient  to  refer  the  House  to  the  facts,  disclosed  by  the 
I  extract  from  Colonel  Hawkins's  letter,  already  quoted, 


that  this  acquisition  by  conquest  was  an  acquisition  ' 
of  lands    from    friends  and   allies,   for  an   equivalent 
named  by  the  United  States. 

The  propriety  of  accommodating  the  State  of  Geor- 
gia was  suggested  to  the  commissioner  of  the  United 
States  by  the  Indian  agent;  but  the  answer  was,  that 
the  instructions  of  the  Government  would  not  permit 
a  compliance  with  this  suggestion.     The  committee 
are  of  opinion  that  an  acquisition  of  land  to  Georgia,  , 
to   any  extent,    could    have   been   obtained   from  the  ^ 
Creeks  in  1814.     The  attention  of  Congress  has  been 
called  to  the  arrangements    made  with  the  Cherokees 
in  1817  and  1819.     The  arrangement  of  1817  was  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying   into  effect  the  wishes  of  the 
Cherokees,  as  declared  to  Mr.  Jefferson  in  1808,  by  a 
deputation   from   the   upper  and   lower  towns.     Ac-  ' 
cording  to  the  preamble  of  the  arrangement  of  1817, 
the  upper  towns   desired  to  remain  fixed  above  the 
Hiwassee   river,  to  contract  their   society  within  nar-  i 
row  limits,  and  begin  the  establishment  of  fixed  laws  I 
and  a  regular  government.     The  lower  towns  desired  ' 
to   continue   the    hunter    life,    ond    for   that    purpose 
l»ishcd  to  remove  across  the  Mississippi.     The  wishes  ' 
of  the   upper  and    lower    towns   were    granted,  and 
arrangements  made  for  the  removal  of  the  latter  across 
the  Mississippi.     No  line  was  drawn  between  the  up-  i 
per  and  lower  towns,  although  a  request  was  made  of  I 
the  Indians  that  it   should   be   done  by  the    United  ' 
States.      The   arrangement  of  1817  provides  for  the  } 
fulfilment  of  the  wishes  expressed   in   1808,  and  the 
promises  of  the  Government  of  1809.     The  wishes  of  ! 
the  lower  towns  was  a  removal   beyond  the   Missis-  ] 
sippi,  of  the  upper,  a  contraction  of  their  society  with- 
in narrower  limits.     By  the  3d  and  4th  articles,  it  was 
agreed  that  a  census  should  be  taken  of  the  popula- 
tion beyond  the  Mississippi,  and  of  those  who  chose  to 
emigrate  thither;  and  a  census  of  those  who  chose  to 
remain  in  their  present  location,     The  territory  occu- 
pied by  them  on  this  side  of  the  Mississippi  was  to  be 
divided    according    to  the  relative   numbers  of  those 
who  had  migrated,  and  would  migrate,  to  the  remain- 
der;  and  that  portion  which  fell  to  the  migrators  was 
to  be  received   by  the  United   States   in   place  of  the 
lands  furnished  to  the  Cherokees   beyond  the   Missis- 
aippi.     From  this  plan,  the  extinguishment  of  the  title 
of  the  (Jherokee  Indians  was  anticipated,  and  would 
have  taken  place  had  it  been  executed  in  its  spirit  by 
the  General  Government.     It  appears,   however,  that 
the  census  was  never  taken,  and  that,  in  1819,  a  depu- 
tation of  Cherokees  was  permitted  to  come  to  Wabh- 
ington  to  adjust,  finally,  the  difficulties   arising  out  of 
the  treaty  of  1817.     'i'he   lower  Cherokee  towns,    in 
the  limits  of  Georgia,  did  not  remove  beyond  the  Mis- 
sissippi.    Most  of  the  removals  took  place  from  the 
upper  towns,  out  of  the  limits  of  Georgia.     In  place 
of  the  proportion  of  lands  to  be  abandoned,  according 
to  the  treaty  of   1817,  a  fixed    quantity  was  accepted, 
a   very    small    and    worthless    part   of    which    is   in 
Georgia. 

It  ia  alleged  by  the  Secretary  of  War  that  the  desire 
of  Government  was,  to  have  a  cession  in  such  form  as 
would  separate  the  Creeks  and  Cherokees;  bat  that  it 
was  found  impossible  to  induce  the  Cherokees  to 
yield  to  that  proposition,  or  to  any  other  more  favora- 
ble to  Georgia,  than  that  which  was  adopted.  He 
does  not,  however,  state  that  any  other  was  made, 
with  a  view  to  comply  with  the  compact  of  1802. 
The  proposition  made  for  the  separation  of  the  Creeks 
and  Cherokees,  was  not  for  the  benefit  of  Georgia, 
had  it  been    acceded  to,  although  the  interests  of  the 


State  would  have  been  more  advanced  than  by  the 
actual  arrangement;  yet,  even  in  that  case,  the  Uni- 
ted States  would  have  sacrificed  the  obligations  of  the 
compact  to  the  policy  of  separating  the  Indian  tribes, 
and  to  the  consequent  acquisition  of  lands  for  their 
own  use  in  the  State  of  Alabama.  The  committee 
cannot  understand  why  a  cession  of  the  whole  quan- 
tity of  land  in  Georgia  could  not  have  been  obtained. 
The  obligation  of  the  Indians  was  simple — a  line,  a 
boundary — and  the  United  States  had  only  to  inaiat 
upon  fixing  that  boundary,  according  to  the  preamble 
of  the  arrangement  of  1817.  The  Secretary  of  War, 
however,  states  that  the  Indians  will  not  yield,  and  it 
seems  that  the  United  States  did  yield.  It  is  obvious 
to  the  committee  that  the  interest  of  Georgia  was  con- 
sidered a  mere  secondary  object,  from  the  terms  of  the 
arrangement  of  1819.  The  preamble  to  that  arrange- 
ment is  a  satisfactory  evidence  of  the  entire  forgetful- 
ness  of  the  obligations  of  the  compact  of  1802. 

The  treaty  is  made  in  consequence  of  the  earnest 
desire  of  a  great   part  of  the  Cherokee  nation  to  re- 
main on  this  side  of  the  Mississippi,  to  commence  the 
measures  necessary  to  the  civilization  and  preserva- 
tion of  the  nation.     The  committee  are  surprised  that 
the  occasion  was  not  taken  to  satisfy  the  Indians  that 
their  continuance  in  Georgia  was  impossible,   unless 
Georgia  consented  to  it,    and  still   more  so,  that  the 
Indians  should  be  encouraged,  by  this  preamble  of  a 
treaty,  made  at  the   Scat  of  Government,   under  the 
eyes  of  the    President,  to  entertain  that  expectation. 
The  treaty  of  1817,  and  that  of  1819,  show  a  strange 
forgetfulness  of  the  limited  extent  of  the  power  of  the 
United  States  over  the  land  in  question.     The  Secre- 
tary of  War,  acting  under  the  direction  of  the  Execu- 
tive  Magistrate,    and    pursuing  the    example   set  in 
1817,  seems  to  have  imagined  that  the  United  States 
and  the   Indians  could  do,  lawfully,  whatever   suited 
their  mutual  convenience,  without  regard  to  the  State 
of  Georgia;  an  error  which  had  been  previously  com- 
mitted   in   treaties   with   the   Creeks.     No   difference 
was  made  between   Indian  lands  within  the  limits  of 
the  State  claiming  the  eventual  jurisdiction  and  soil, 
and  the  Indian  lands  where  the  soil  is  the  property  of 
the  United  States.     Provisions  are  made,  in  both  trea- 
ties, for  vesting  individuals  with  fee  simple   titles  to 
land,   and  to   convert  them,   by  a  short  process,  into 
citizens.     The  right  of  the  United  States  to  do  either 
is  absolutely  denied  by  the  committee.     The  General 
Government  can  take  the  property  of  individuals  for 
public  use,    but  the  Constitution  withholds  the  power 
even  to  prejudice  the  claims  of  any  State.      Congress 
can  establish   an  uniform  rule  of  naturalization;  the 
Executive    Magistrate   cannot    make,    by   an   Indian 
treaty,  special  exceptions  to  the  established  rule.     The 
effect  of  such  acts  on  the  part  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment  was    to    be    anticipated.      The    Indians    were 
taught  the  value  of  separate  property,  and  the  advan- 
tages to  be  obtained  by  a  continuance  in  their  present 
position.     The  General  Government  authorized,  also, 
the   establishment  of  missionaries  among  the  Chero- 
kees, to   instruct  their  children,   and  to  give  them   a 
taste  for  the  cultivation  of  the  soil.     The  committee 
are  not  informed  that  the  influence  acquired  by  these 
missionaries  has  been  exerted  to  induce  the  Indians  to 
seek  a  residence  beyond  the  Mis8issi])pi,   nor  are  they 
informed   that  the  Government   has  ever  thought  it 
necessary  to  impose   upon   them  such   a   task.     The 
committee  are  not  to  be  understood  as  expressing  any 
disapprobation  of  the  policy  of  the  United  States  for 
the  civilization  of  the    Indian    trilics;    they   confine 
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thenuelvei  to  the  policy,  as  it  has  affected  the  per- 
formance of  the  promiseu  of  the  United  dtates,  unJer 
the  compact  of  1802.  As  it  relate*  to  that  compact, 
they  express  their  decided  conviction  that  the  attempt* 
which  have  been  made  to  civilize,  and  permanently 
fix,  the  Cherokees  in  Georgia,  ia  in  direct  violation  of 
the  promise  to  extinguish  their  title,  as  soon  as  it 
could  be  done  peaceably,  and  on  reasonable  terms; 
nor  do  the  committee  perceive  the  necessity  of  holding 
out  the  idea  of  permanent  settlement  in  Georgia,  as  a 
prelude  to  the  establishment  of  a  regular  government 
for  the  Indians.  As  it  regards  expense,  it  would  cer- 
Uinly  be,  for  the  United  Sutes,  the  cheapest  mode  of 
effecting  this  object,  as  the  cost  would  be  paid  by 
Georgia,  and  the  L'nited  States  would  be  saved  from 
the  onerous  obligation  of  removing  the  Indians  for  the 
benefit  of  that  State;  a  saving  of  expense  which, 
however,  the  United  States  will  not  desire,  as  it  in- 
volves a  breach  of  their  faith. 

From  the  circumstances   thus   detailed,  the  House 
will  not  be  surprised  at  the  present  pretensions  of  the 
Cherokees,   to  be   regarded   as  independent,  or  their 
declarations,  that  they  will  neither  sell  nor  quit  the 
lands  occupied  by  them.     Some  surprise  cannot  but 
be  felt  at  the  acquiescence  of  the  United  States  in  the 
substitution  of  diplomatic  correspondence  for  Indian 
Ulks,  and  at  the  manner  in  which  the  subject  of  the 
Cherokees  is  presented  to  ("oncress.    The  Legislature 
of  Georgia,   at  their   last   session,   sent  to   the  Chief 
Magistrate  a  memorial  on  the  subject  of  the  compact 
of  1802.      The   President  of  the  United   States   has 
not  laid  that  memorial  before   Congress,  but  has  pre- 
ferred to  present  to  the  Legislative  body  a  correspond- 
ence of  the  Secretary  of  \N'ar  with  certain  Cherokee 
chiefs,  which  begins,  on   their  part,  by  a   declaration 
that  they  would  sell  no  more  land  ;  contains  a  request 
that  no  more  appropriations  should   be  made  for  that 
purpose  ;   and  a  suggestion   that  the   United   States 
should,  in  some   other  way,  satisfy  Georgia,   as,  by  a 
cession  in  Florida.     To  the  formal  answer  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  a  rejoinder  is  given,  and,  on  this  re- 
joinder, Congress  are  informed  that  its  power  must  be 
exerted,  as  U  is  obvious  that   the   Executive  can  do 
nothing  further  without  the  intervention  of  Congress. 
The  President  has  given   his  opinion,  that  the  use  of 
force  would  be  unjust,  and  that  without  force  nothing 
can  b«  done.     What  should  be  done  by  Congress,  is 
a  subject  of  the  most  serious  and  important  concern. 
The  parties  to  the  compact  of  1802  anticipated  the  ex- 
tinguishment of  the  Indian   title   to  all  the  lands  in 
Georgia.     The  United  States  agreed  to  extinguish  it, 
as  soon  as  it  could  be  done  peaceably,  and  on  reason- 
able terms.     The  compact  imposed  upon  the  General 
Government  the  obligation  to   use  all  the  means  ne- 
cessary to  accomplish  the  end  in  view.     It  was  espe- 
cially their  duty  to  refrain   from  doing  any  thing  cal- 
culated even  to  retard,  much   less  to  render  impracti- 
cable, the  attainment   of  that  end.     If  the  committee 
have  not  deceived   themselves,  it   must  be   apparent, 
that  the  United   States   have  omitted   to  embrace  two 
occasions,  when  a  fuller  performance  of  the  conditions 

It  is  equally 


manent  property  in  the  aoil.  From  thcae  cauaee,  every 
day  increasing  io  their  effect  upon  the  inclination  of 
the  Cherokees,  have  arisen  the  determination  of  the 
Cherokees,  as  made  known  to  the  President.  It  is 
the  policy  of  the  United  Slates  which  has  created  the 
difficulties  ;  if  peaceable  acquisition  is  impossible,  that 
imposMbiliiy  is  the  work  of  the  General  Government. 

In  this  slate  of  things,  encountering  contradictory 
obligations,  the  course  for  the  Government  is  plain 
and  obvious.  Justice  should  be  done  to  Georgia.  The 
Indian  claim  should  be  extinguished,  even  should  force 
be  required  for  that  purpose  ;  or  the  consent  of  the 
State  must  be  obtained  to  some  arrangement,  which 
will  free  the  United  States  from  the  embarrassmenU 
arising  from  its  regard  to  the  unhappy  condition  of  the 
Indians,  from  a  respect  to  the  expectations  they  have 
erroneously  permitted  this  tribe  to  entertain,  and  from 
their  formal  and  solemn  obligation  to  a  member  of  the 
Union. 

The  committee  do  not,  however,  believe  that  any 
serious   difficulty  now  exists,  to   the  peaceable  extin- 
guishment of  the   Indian   title,  on   reasonable  terms. 
An  order  from  the  General  Government   for  their  re- 
moval, would   be   cheerfully  acquiesced   in,  if  accom- 
panied by  the  necessary  preparation  for  the  prosperity 
of  the  tribe,  and  a  ju»t  equivalent  for  the  temporary 
inconveniences   they    might  suffer.     The    committee 
agree  with  the  President,  that  it  would  promote  essen- 
tially the  security  and  happiness  of  the   tribes  of  In- 
dians, if  they  could  be  prevailed   on  to  retire  beyond 
the  limits  ot  the  Slates ;  but,  they  cannot  see  the  in- 
justice of  any  measure,  short  of  actual  hostility,  which 
would  essentially  promote  the  security  and  happiness 
of  the   Cherokees.      There   is  another  consideration 
which  should  be   brought  into  view  ;  the  only  plausi- 
ble objections  to  the  proposed   order,  is   its  injustice, 
and  inhumanity,  to  the   Indians.     That   it  is  just  to 
promote   their  essential  security  and  happiness,  even 
by  means  not  agreeable  to  their  wishes,  cannot  be  de- 
nied ;  that  it  is   humane   to  preserve  them  from  dan- 
gers, to  which   they  will  be   exposed,  by  an  obstinate 
adherence   to    their    own    opinions,    is   equally    true. 
Their  present  position  is  incompatible  with  the  claims 
of  the  State  of  Georgia ;  the   knowledge  of  the  fact, 
that  the  United  States  will  not,  in  consequence  of  the 
perverseness  of  the   Cherokees,  comply  with  the  obli- 
gations of  the   compact  of  1802,  will  necessarily  pro- 
duce irritations  and  resentmenU,  the  consequences  of 
which  may  be   easily  foreseen.      The    United    States 
may  be  under  the  fatal  necessity  of  seeing  the  Chero- 
kees annihilated,  or   of  defending  them  against  their 
own  citizens.     The  committee  offer  to  the  House  the 
following  resolutions,  under  a  full  conviction  that  the 
adoption  of  them  will  not  be  followed  by  any  conse- 
quences  injurious  to   the   Cherokee   tribe,   or    to   the 
character  of  the  General  Government  for  justice  and 
humanity. 

Resolved,  That  the  United  Stales  are  bound,  by 
their  obligations  to  Georgia,  to  take,  immediately,  the 
necessary  measures  for  the  removal  of  the  Cherokee 
Indians  beyond  the  limits  of  that  Slate. 

Ruolvtd,  That  such  an  arrangement  with  the  State 


of  the  compact  was  in  their  power.  It  is  equally  ap- 
parent that  the  United  States  have  not  only  omitted  |  of  Georgia  should  be  made,  as  may  lead  to  the  final 
to  express  constantly,  and  with  firmness,  to  the  Cher-  |  adjustment  ot' the  claims  of  that  Slate,  under  the  com 
okees,  the  necessity  of  their  ultimate  removal  from 
Georgia,  but  have  held  out  to  them  the  idea  of  a  per- 
manent residence,  as  citizens,  in  that  State  ;  have 
taught  them  the  value  of  their  position,  and  intimated. 


that  it  depended  upon   themselves,  to  remain   or   to 
remove  ;  have  attempted  to  vest,  in  individuals,  a  per- 


pact  of  1802,  with  the  least  possible  inconvenience  to 
the  Cherokee  and  Creek  Indians,  within  the  boundary 
of  the  State. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  dollars  should  be 

appropriated  for  the  purposes  expressed  in  the  above 
resolutions. 
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Mr.  FoHSVTH  moved  to  refer  the  report  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
UnioD. 

To  this  reference,  Mr.  Allen,  of  Massachusetts, 
objected,  as  giving  to  this  subject  an  undue  pre- 
ference over  other  business  earlier  introduced  into 
the  House. 

In  reply  to  this  objection,  Mr.  Forsyth  said, 
among  other  things,  that,  if  gentlemen  had  ex- 
amined the  documents  connected  with  this  report, 
they  would  have  seen,  that  a  state  of  irritation  ex- 
ists, which  requires  to  be  allayed,  or  it  would  re- 
quire something  stronger  than  resolutions  of  this 
House  to  allay  it. 

Mr.  Little  supported  the  reference  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
as  bein^  most  proper  for  a  subject  which  might 
be  considered  as  of  national  magnitude,  dec. 

Mr.  Allen  .said  his  reason  for  objecting  to  this 
reference  was,  that  he  was  unwilling  that  the 
claims  of  individuals,  which  have  been  long  pend- 
ing in  this  House,  and  were  now  in  an  advanced 
stage,  ^hould  l>e  postponed  in  order  to  take  up  a 
claim  which  has  been  but  recently  introduced 
into  the  House,  and  on  which,  until  this  morning, 
a  report  had  not  been  made.  The  present  session, 
he  thought,  was  now  too  far  advanced  to  go  into 
an  investigation  of  this  new  matter. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Forsyth's 
motion  for  a  reference,  and  decided  in  the  affir- 
mative— S2  votes  to  75. 

THE  TARIFF   BILL. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  amend  the  several  acts  for 
imposing  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  was  then 
read  a  third  time;  and  the  question  being  stated, 
"Shall  this  bill  pass?"' 

Mr.  Randolph,  of  Virginia,  addressed  the  Chair. 
I  am,  said  he,  practising  no  deception  upon  my- 
self, much  less  upon  the  House,  when  I  say  that, 
if  I  had  consulted  my  own  feelings  and  inclina- 
tions, I  should  not  have  troubled  the  House,  ex- 
hausted as  it  is,  and  as  I  am,  with  any  further 
remarks  upon  this  subject.  I  come  to  the  dis- 
charge of  this  task,  not  merely  with  reluctance, 
but  with  disgust;  jaded,  worn  down,  abraded,  I 
may  say,  as  I  am  by  long  attendance  upon  this 
body,  and  continued  stretch  of  the  attention  upon 
this  subject.  I  come  to  it,  however,  at  the  sug- 
gestion, and  in  pursuance  of  the  wishes  of  those 
whose  wishes  are  for  me  in  all  matters  touching 
my  public  duty,  paramount  law;  I  speak  with 
those  reservations,  of  course,  which  every  moral 
agent  must  be  supposed  to  make  to  himself. 

It  was  not  more  to  hi.s  surprise  than  to  his  dis- 
appointment, Mr.  R.  said,  that,  on  his  return  to 
the  House,  after  a  necessary  absence  of  a  few  days, 
on  indispensable  business,  he  found  it  engaged  in 
discussing  the  general  principle  of  the  bill,  when 
its  details  were  under  consideration.  If  he  had 
expected  such  a  turn  in  the  debate  he  would,  at 
any  private  sacrHlce,  however  great,  have  remained 
a  spectator  and  auditor  of  that  discussion.  With 
the  exception  of  the  speech,  already  published,  of 
his  worthy  colleague  on  his  right,  (Mr.  P.  P.  Bar- 
bour,) Mr.  R.  said,  he  was  nearly  deprived  of  the 


benefit  of  the  discussion  which  had  taken  place. 
Many  weeks  had  been  occupied  with  this  bill  (he 
hoped  the  House  would  pardon  him  lor  saying  so) 
belore  he  took  the  slightest  part  in  the  delibera- 
tions on  the  details,  and  he  now  sincerely  regret- 
ted that  he  had  not  had  firmness  enough  to  adhere 
to  the  resolution  which  he  had  laid  down  to  him- 
self in  the  early  stage  of  the  debate,  not  to  take  ' 
any  part   in   the  discu.ssion  of  the  details  of  the 
measure.*     But,  as  he  trusted,  what  he  now  had 
to  say  upon  this  subject,  although  more  and  better 
things  had  been  said  by  others,  might  not  be  the 
same  that  they  had  said,  or  might  not  be  said 
in  the  same  manner,  he  here  borrowed  the  lan- 
guage of  a  man  who  had  heretofore  been  con- 
spicuous in   the  councils  of  the  country;  of  one 
who  was  unrivalled  for  readiness  and  dexterity  in 
debate;  who  was  long  without  an  equal  on  the 
floor  of  this  body  ;  who  had  contributed  as  much 
to  the  revolution  of  1801  as  any  man  in  this  na- 
tion,! anti   had  derived  as  little  benefit  from  it; 
as,  to  use  the  words  of  that  celebrated  man,  what 
he  had  to  say  was  not  that  which  had  been  said  by 
others,  and  would   not   be  said  in   their  manner, 
the  House  would,  he  trusted,  have  patience  with 
him  during  the  short  time  that  his  strength  would 
allow    him  to  occupy  their  attention.     And  he 
begged  them  to  understand,  that  the  notes  which 
he  held  in  his  hands  were  not  notes  on  which  he 
meant  to  speak,  but  of  what  others  had  spoken, 
and  from  which  he  would  make  the  smallest  se- 
lection in  his  power. 

Here  permit  me  to  say,  observed  Mr.  R.,  that 
I  am  obliged,  and  with  great  reluctance,  to  differ 
from  my  worthy  colleague,  who  has  taken  so  con- 
spicuous a  pan  in  this  debate,  about  oae  lact,  which 
1  will  call  to  his  recollection,  for  1  am  sure  it  was 
in  his  memory,  though  sleeping.  He.  has  under- 
taken to  state  the  causes  by  which  the  difference 
in  the  relative  condition  of  various  parts  of  the 
Union  has  been  produced;  but  my  worthy  col- 
league has  omitted  to  state  the  yrimum  mobile  of 
the  commerce  and  manufactures  to  which  a  por- 
tion of  the  country  I  need  not  name  owes  its  pre- 
sent prosperity  and  wealth.  That  primum  mobile 
was  Southern  capital.  I  speak  now  not  of  transac- 
tions quorum  pare  minima  fui,  but  of  things  of 
which,  nevertheless,  I  have  a  contemporaneous 
recollection.  I  say,  without  the  fear  of  contradic- 
tion, then,  that,  in  consequence  of  the  enormous 
depreciation  of  the  evidences  of  the  public  debt  of 
this  country — the  debt  proper  of  the  United  States 
(to  which  must  be  added  an  item  of  not  less  than 
twenty  millions  of  dollars,  for  the  Slate  debts  as- 
sumed by  the  United  States)  being  bought  up  and 
almost  engrossed  by  the  people  of  what  were  then 
called  the  Northern  States — a  measure  which  no- 
body dreamt  any  thing  about,  or  which  nobody 
had  the  .slightest  suspicion — I  mean  the  assump- 


•  By  so  doing,  many  of  Mr.  R.'s  strongest  objections 
to  the  bill  were  in  a  manner  dissipated,  there  being  no 
report  of  these  skirmishes.  8ome  of  them,  with  which 
he  thought  it  indecent  again  to  trouble  the  House, 
will  be  found  (substantially)  appended  to  this  speech. 

tSee  note  1,  Appendix. 
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tion  of  the  Slate  debts  by  the  Federal  Government; 
these  debts   being  bought  up  for  a  mere  song,  a 
capital  cf  eighty  millions  of  dollars,  or,  in  other 
words,  a  credit  to  that  amount,  bearing  an  inter- 
est of  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  (with  the  exception 
of  nineteen   millions,  the  interest  of  that  debt, 
which  bore  an  interest  of  three  per  cent.,)  (seanotf 
2,  Appendix)— a.  capital  of  eighty  millions  of  dol-  i 
lars  was  poured,  in  a  single  day,  into  the  coffers  of  \ 
the  North;  and  to  that  cause  we  may  mainly  as-  , 
cribe   the  difference  so  disastrous  to  the  South, 
between  that  country  and  the  other  portion  of  this 
Union,  to  which  I  have  alluded.     When  we,  said  ' 
Mr.  R.,  roused  by  the  sufferings  of  our  brethren 
of  Boston,  entered  into  the  contest  with  the  mother  , 
country,  and  when  we  came  out  of  it— when  this  I 
Constitution  was  adopted,  tee  were  comparatively 

rich thet/  were  positively  poor.    What  is  now  our  ' 

relative  situation?    They  are  flourishingand  rich  ;  ' 
we  are  tributary  to  them,  not  only  through  the 
medium  of  the  public  debt  of  which  I  have  spoken, 
but  also  through  the  medium  of  the  pension  list, 
nearly  the  whole  amount  of  which  is  disbursed  in 
the  Eastern  States;  and  to  this  creation  of  a  day 
is  to  be  aNcribed  the  difference  of  our  relative  sit- 
uation, (I  hope  my  worthy  colleague  will  not  con- 
sider any  thing  that  I  say  as  condiciing  with  his 
general  principles,  to  which  I  heartily  subscribe.) 
{NoU  3,  0/  Appouiix.)   Yes,  sir,  and  the  price  paid 
lor  the  creation  of  all  that  portion  of  this  capital, 
which  consisted  of  the  assumed  debts  of  the  States, 
was  the  ivmense  boon  of  fixing  the  Seat  of  Gov- 
ernment where  it  now  is.     And  1  advert  to  this 
bargain,  because  1  wish  to  show  to  every  membtr 
of  this  House,  and,  if  U  were  possible,  to  every  in- 
dividual of  this  nali(rt,  the  most  tremendous  and 
calamitous  results  of  political  bargaining. 

Sir,  when  are  we  to  have  enough  of  this  Tariff 
question?     In  1816  it  was  supposed  to  be  settled. 
Only  three  years  thereafter,  another  proposition 
for  increasing  it  was  sent  from  this  House  to  the 
Senate,  bailed  with  a  tax  of  four  cents  per  pound 
on  brown  sugar.     It  was,  fortunately,  rejected  in 
that  body.      In  what  manner  this  bill  is  baited  it 
does  not  become  toe  to  say ;  but  I  have  loo  dis- 
tinct a  recollection  of  the  vote  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  duty  upon  molasses,  and  after- 
wards of  the  vote  in  the  House  on  the  same  ques- 
tion ;  of  the  votes  of  more  than  one  of  the  States 
on  that  question,  not  to  mark  it  well.     I  do  not 
*ay  that  the  change  of  the  vote  on  that  question 
was  effected  by  any  man's  voting  against  his  own 
motion,  but  I  do  not  hcsiute  lo  say  ihat  it  was 
effected  by  one  man's  electioneering  against  his 
own  motion.     I  am  very  glad,  Mr.  Speaker,  thai 
old  Massachusetts  Bay,  and  the  Province  of  Maine 
and  Sagadahock,  by  whom  we  stood  in  the  days 
of  the  Revolution,  now  stand  by  the  South,  and 
will  not  aid  in  fixing  on  us  this  system  of  taxa- 
tion, compared   with   which  the  taxation  of  Mr. 
Grenville  and  Lord  North  was  as  nothing.    1  speak 
with  knowledge  of  what  I  say,  when  I  declare, 
that  this  bill  is  an  attempt  to  reduce  the  country 
South  of  Mason  and  Dixon's  line,  and  Ea^t  of 
the  Allegany  mountains,  to  a  state  of  worse  than 
colonial  bondage ;  a  state  to  which  the  domina. 


tion  of  Great  Britain  was,  in  my  judgment,  far 
preferable ;  and  I  trust  I  shall  always  have  the 
fearless  integrity  to  utter  any  political  sentiment 
which  the  head  sanctions  and  the  heart  ratifies; 
for  the  British  Parliament  never  would  have  dared 
to  lay  such  duties  on  our  imports,  or  their  exports 
to  us,  either  "a/  hoine^^  or  here,  as  is  now  proposed 
to  be  laid  upon  the  imports  from  abroad.     At  that 
time  we  had  the  command  of  the  market  of  the 
vast  dominions  then  subject,  and  we  should  have 
had  those  which  have  since  been  subjected  to  the 
British  empire  ;  we  enjoyed  a  free  trade,  eminently 
superior  to  any  thing  we  can  enjoy  if  this  bill  shall 
go  into  operation.     It  is  a  sacrifice  of  the  interests 
of  a  part  of  this  nation  lo  the  ideal  benefit  of  the 
1  rest.      It  marks  us  out  as  the  victims  of  a  worse 
I  than  Egyptian  bondage.    It  is  a  barter  of  so  much 
\  of  our  rights,  of  so  much  of  the  fruits  of  our  labor, 
i  for  political  power  to  be  transferred  to  other  hands. 
It  ought  to  be  met,  and  I  trust  it  will  be  met,  in  the 
south'ern  country,  as  wa^  the  Stamp  act,  and  by  all 
those  measures,  which  I  will  not  detain  the  House 
by  recapitulating,  which  succeeded  the  Stamp  act, 
and  produced   the  final  breach  with  the  mother 
;  country,  which  it  took  about  ten  years  to  bring 
about;  as  I  trust  in  my  conscience,  it  will  not 
take  as  long  to  bring  about  similar  results  from 
this  measure,  should  it  become  a  la\r. 
I      AH  jwlicy  is  very  suspicious,  says  an  eminent 
statesman,  that  sacrifices  the  interest  of  any  part 
of  the  community  to  the  ideal  good  of  the  whole  ; 
I  and  those  governments  only  are  tolerable  where, 
I  by  the  necessary  construction  of  the  political  ma- 
!  chine,  the  interest  of  all  the  parts  are  obliged  to  be 
I  protected  by  it.     Here  is  a  district  of  country  ex- 
I  tending  from  the  Patapsco  lo  the  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
I  from  the  Allegany  to  the  Atlantic,  a  district  which, 
taking  in  all  that  part  of  Maryland  lying  south  of 
the  Patapsco  and  east  of  Elk  river,  raises  five- 
sixths  of  all  the  exports  of  this  country  that  are  of 
home  growth — I  have  in   my   hand   the   official 


statements,  which  prove  it,  but  which  I  will  not 
weary  the  House  by  reading,  {see  Apj>endix,  note 
4J — in  all  this  country.   Yes,  sir,  and  I  bless  God 
for  it;  for,  with  all  the  fantastic  and  preposterous 
theories  about  the  rights  of  man,  (the  theories,  not 
the  rights  themselves,  I  speak  of,)  there  is  nothing 
but  power  that  can  restrain  power — I  bless  God 
that,    in    this   insulted,    oppressed,  and  outraged 
region,  we  are,  as  to  our  counsels  in  regard  to  this 
measure,  but  as  one  man  ;  that  there  exists  on  the 
subject  but  one  feeling  and  one  interest.     We  are 
proscribed,  and  put  to  the  ban  ;  and  if  we  do  not 
feel,  and  feelmg  do  not  act,  we  are   bastards  lo 
those  fathers  who  achieved  the  Revolution  ;  then 
shall   we   deserve   to   make   our    bricks    without 
straw.     There  is  no  case  on  record  in  which  a 
propo>ition  like  this,  suddenly  changing  the  whole 
frame  of  a  country's  polity,  tearing  asunder  every 
ligature  of  the  body  politic,  was  ever  carried  by  a 
lean  majority  of  two  or  three  votes,  unless  it  be 
the  usurpation  of  the  Septennial  act,  which  pas&ed 
the  British  Parliament  by,  I  ihink,  a  majority  of 
one  vote,  the  same  that  laid  ihe  tax  on  cotton  bag- 
ging.    I  do  not  stop  here,  sir,  lo  aro:ue  about  the 
con>iilulionality  of  this  bill;  I  consider  the  Con- 
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stitulioD  a  dead  letter ;  I  consider  it  to  consist,  at 
this  lime,  of  the  power  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment and   the  power  of  the  States — that  is  the 
Constitution.    You  may  intrench  yourself  in  parch- 
ment lo  the  teeth,  says  Lord  Chatham,  the  sword 
will  find  its  way  to  the  vitals  of  the  Constitution. 
I  have  no  faith  in  parchment,  sir ;  I  have  no  faith 
in  the  abracadabra  of  the  Constitution  ;  I  have  no 
faith  in  it.    I  have  faith  in  the  power  of  that  Com- 
monwealth, of  which  I  am  an  unworthy  son;  in 
the  power  of  those  Carolinas,  and  of  that  Georgia, 
in  her  ancient  and  utmost  extent,  to  the  Missis- 
sippi, which  went  with  us  through  the  valley  of 
the  shadow  of  death,  in  the  war  of  our  independ- 
ence.    I  have  said  that  I  shall  not  stop  to  discuss 
the  constitutionality  of  this  question,  for  that  rea- 
son, and  for  a  better ;  that  there  never  was  a  con- 
stitution under  the  sun,  in  which,  by  an  unwise 
exercise  of  the  powers  of  the  government,  the  peo- 
ple may  not  be  driven  to  the  extremity  of  resist- 
ance by  force.     ''For  it  is  not,  perhaps,  so  much 
'  by  the  assumption  of  unlawful  powers,  as  by  the 
'  unwise  or  unwarrantable  use  ot  those  which  are 
*  most  legal,  that  governments  oppose  their  true 
'  end  and  object;  lor  there  is  such  a  thing  as  ty- 
'  ranny  as  well  as  usurpation."'     If,  under  a  power 
to  regulate  trade,  you  prevent  exportation  ;  if,  with 
the  most  approved  spring  lancets,  you  draw  the 
last  drop  of  blood  from  our  veins;  if,  secunduvi 
artem,  you  draw  the  last  shilling  from  our  pockets, 
what  are  the  checks  of  the  Constitution  to  us  ?   A 
fig   for   the  Constitution  !     When   the  scorpion's 
sling  is  probing  us  to  the  quick,  shall  we  stop  to 
chop  logic  ?     Shall  we  get  some  learned  and  cun- 
ning clerk  lo  say  whether  ihe  power  to  do  ihis  is 
to  be  found  in  the  Constitution,  and  then,  if  he, 
from  whatever  motive,  shall  maintain  the  affirm- 
ative, like  the  animal  whose  fleece  forms  so  ma- 
terial a  portion  of  this  bill,  quietly  lie  down  and 
be  shorn  ? 

Sir,  events  now  passing  elsewhere,  which  plant 
a  thorn  in  my  pillow  and  a  dagger  in   my  heart, 
admonish  me  of  the  difficulty  of  governing  with 
sobriety  any  people  who  are  over  head  and  ears  in 
debt.     That  state  of  things  begets  a  temper  which 
sets  at  naught  every  thing  like  reason  and  com- 
mon sense.     This  country  is  unquestionably  la- 
boring under  great  distress,  but  we  cannot  legis- 
late  It  out  of  that  distress.     We   may,  by  your 
legislation,  reduce  all  the  country  south  and  east 
01  Mason  and  Dixon's  line,  the  whites  as  well  as 
the   blacks,  to  the  condition  of  Helots — you  can 
do  no  more.     We  have  had  placed   before  us,  in 
the  course  of  this  discussion,   foreign  examples 
and  authorities  ;  and  among  other  things,  we  have 
been  told,  as  an  argument  in  favor  of  this  meas- 
ure, of  the  prosperity  of  Great  Britain.      Have 
gentlemen  taken  into  consideration   the  peculiar 
advantages  of  Great  Britain  ?     Have  they  taken 
into   consideration   that,   not  excepting   Mexico, 
and  that  fine  country  which  lies  between  the  Ori- 
noco and  the  Caribbean  sea,  England  is  decided- 
ly  superior   in  point   of  physical  advantages  to 
every  country   under   the  sun?    This   is  unques- 
tionably true.     1  will  enumerate  some  of  those  ad- 


land,  such  is  the  temperature  of  the  air,  that  a 
man  can  there  do  more  days'  work  in  the  year, 
and  more  hours'  work  in  the  day,  than  in  any 
other  climate  in  the  world ;  of  course  I  include 
Scotland  and  Ireland  in  this  description.     It  is  in 
such  a  climate  only,  that  the  human  animal  caa 
bear  without  extirpation  the  corrupted  air,   the 
noisome  exhalations,  the  incessant  labor  of  these 
accursed  manufactories.     Yes,  sir,  aecursed  ;  for 
I  say  it  is  an  accursed  thing,  which  I  will  neither 
taste,  nor  touch,  nor  handle.     If  we  were  to  act 
here  on   the  English  system,  we  should  have  the 
yellow  fever  at  Philadelphia,  New  York,  &c.,  not 
in  August  merely,  but  from  June  to  January,  and 
from  January  to  June.     The  climate  of  this  coun-    • 
try  alone,  were  there  no  other  natural  obstacle  to 
it,  says  aloud,  you  shall  not  manufacture!     Eveo 
our  tobacco  factories,  admitted   to  be  the  most 
wholesome  of  any  sort  of  factories,  are  known  to 
be,  where  extensive,  the  very  nidus  (if  I  may  use 
the  expression,)  of  yellow  fever  and  other  fevers 
of  similar  type.     In  another  of  the  advantages  of 
Great  Britain,  so  important  to  her  prosperity,  we 
are  almost  on  a  par  with,  her  if  we  knew  how 
prof)erly  to  use  it.    Forttuiaios  nimium  sua  si  bonano- 
rint — for,  as  regards  defence,  we  are,  to  all  intents 
and  purposes,  almost  as  much  an  island  as  Eng- 
land herself.    But  one  of  her  insular  advantages tw 
can  never  acquire.     Every  part  of  that  country  is 
accessible  from   the  sea.     There,  as  you  recede 
from  the  sea,  you  do  not  get  further  from  the  sea. 
I  know  that  a  great  deal  will  be  said  of  our  ma- 
jestic rivers,  about  the  father  of  floods,  and  his 
tributary  streams ;  but  with  the  Ohio  frozen  up 
all  the  Winter,  and  dry  all  the  Summer,  with  a 
long,  tortuous,  difficult,  and  dangerous  navigation 
thence  to   the  ocean,  the  gentlemen  of  the  West 
may  rest  assured  that  they  will  never  derive  one 
particle  of  advantage,  from  even  a  total  prohibi- 
tion of  foreign  manufactures.     You  may  succeed 
in  reducing  u-s  to  your  own  level  of  misery  ;  but, 
if  we  were  to  agree  to  become  your  slaves,  you 
never  can  derive  one  farthing  of  advantage  from 
this  bill.     What  parts  of  this  country  can  derive 
any  advantage  from  it  ?     Those  parts  only,  where 
there  is  a  water  power  in  immediate  contact  with 
navigation,  such  as  the  vicinities  of  Boston,  Prov- 
idence, Baltimore,  Richmond,  <fec.     Petersburg  is 
the  last  of  these  as  you  travel  south*     You  take 
a   bag  of  cotton  up  the  river  to  Pittsburg,  or  to 
Zanesville,    to    have  it   manufactured    and   sent 
down   to  New  Orleans  for  a  market,  and  before 
your  bag  of  cotton  has  got  to  the  place  of  manu- 
facture, the  manufacturer  of  Providence  has  re- 
ceived his  returns  for  the  goods  made  from  his  bag 
of  cotton  purchased  at  the  same  time  that  you 
purchased  yours.    No,  sir ;  gentlemen  may  as  well 
insist  that  because  the  Chesapeake  bay,  mare  nos 
truvi^  our  Mediterranean   sea,  gives  us  every  ad 
vantage  of  navigation,  we  shall  exclude  from  it 
every  thing  but  steamboats  and  those  boats  called 
kat'  exoclun,  per  emphatin,  par  excellence,  Kentucky 
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navigation  and  water  power,  as  you  travel  southward 
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boats — a  sort  of  huge,  square,  clumsy  wooden  box. 
And  why  not  insist  upon  it"?  Hav'nt  you  "the 
power  to  regulate  commerce  ?"  Would  not  that, 
too,  be  a  "  regulation  of  commerce  ?"  It  would, 
indeed,  and  a  pretty  regulation  it  is;  and  so  is 
this  bill.  And,  sir,  i  marvel  that  the  representa- 
tion from  the  great  commercial  State  of  New 
York  should  be  in  faror  of  this  bill.  If  opera- 
tive— and  if  inoperative  why  talk  of  it  ? — if  op- 
erative, it  must,  like  the  embargo  of  1807,  '3,  '9, 
transfer  no  small  portion  of  the  wealth  of  tlie 
London  of  America,  as  New  York  has  been  called, 
to  Q,uebec  and  Montreal.  She  will  receive  the 
most  of  her  imports  from  abroad,  down  the  river. 
I  do  not  know  any  bill  that  could  be  better  calcu- 
lated for  Vermont  than  this  bill ;  because,  through 
Vermont,  from  Quebec,  Montreal,  and  other  po- 
sitions on  the  St.  Lawrence,  we  are,  if  it  passes, 
unquestionably  to  receive  our  supplies  of  foreign 
goods.  It  will,  no  doubt,  also,  suit  the  Niagara 
frontier. 

But,  sir,  I  must  not  suffer  myself  to  be  led  too 
far  astray  from  the  topic  of  the  peculiar  advan- 
tages of  England   as  a  manufacturing  country. 
Her  vast  beds  of  coal  are  inexhaustible ;  there  are 
daily  discoveries  of  quantities  of  it,  greater  than 
age?»  past  have  yet  consumed;  to  which  beds  of 
coal  her  manufacturing  establishments  have  been 
transferred,  as  any  man  may  see  who  will  com- 
pare the  present  population  of  her  towns  with 
what  It  was  formerly.     It  is  to  these  beds  of  coal 
that  Birmingham,  Manchester,  Wolverhampton, 
Sheffield,  Leeds,  and  other  manufacturing  towns, 
owe  their  growth.     If  you  could  destroy  her  coal 
in  one  day,  you  would  cut  at  once  the  sinews  of 
her  power.     Then  there  are  her  metals,  and  par- 
ticularly tin,  of  which  she  has  the  exclusive  mo- 
nopoly.    Tin,  I  know,  is  to  be  found  in  Japan, 
and  perhaps  elsewhere,  but,  in  practice,  England 
has  now  the  monopoly  of  that  article.     I  might 
go  further,  said  Mr.  R.,  and  I  might  say  that  Eng- 
land possesses  an  advantage,  quo  ad  hoc,  in  her 
institutions ;  for  thrre  men  are  compelled  to  pay 
their  debts.     But,  h^re,  men  are  not  only  not  com- 
pelled to  pay  their  debts,  but  they  are  protected  in 
the  refusal  to  pay  them,  in  the  scandalous  evasion 
of  their  legal  obligations  ;  and,  after  being  con- 
Ticled  of  embezzling  the  public  money,  and  the 
money  of  others,  of  which  they  were  the  appointed 
guardians  and  trustees,  they  have  the  impudence 
to  obtrude  their  unblushing  fronts  into  society, 
and  elbow  honest  men  out  of  their  way  !     There, 
though  all  men  are  on  a  footing  of  equality  on 
the  highway,  and  in  the  courts  oflaw,  at  mill  and 
at  market,  yet  the  castes  in  Hindostan  are  not 
more  distinctly  separated  one  from  the  other  than 
the  different  classes  of  society  are  in   England. 
It  is  true,  that  it  is  practicable  for  a  wealthy  mer- 
chant or  a  manufacturer,  or  his  descendants,  after 
having,  through  two  or  three  generations,  washed 
out  what  is  considered  the  stain  of  their  original 
occupation,  to  emerge,  by  slow  degrees,  mto  the 
higher  ranks  of  society;  but  this  rarely  happens. 
Can  you  find  men  of  vast  fortune,  in  this  country, 
content  to  move  in  the  lower  circles — content  as 
the  ox  under  the  daily  drudgery  of  the  yoke?     It 


is  true  that,  m  England,  some  of  these  wealthy 
people  fake  it  into  their  heads  to  buy  seats  in  Par- 
liament ;  but,  when  they  get  there,  unless  they 
possess  great  talents,  they  are  mere  nonentities ; 
their  existence  is  only  to  be  found  in  the  Red 
Book,  which  contains  a  list  of  the  members  of 
Parliament.  Now,  sir,  I  wish  to  know,  if.  in  the 
Western  country,  where  any  man  may  get  beastly 
drunk  for  three  pence  sterling— in  England,  you 
cannot  get  a  small  wineglass  of  spirits  under 
twenty-five  cents  ;  one  such  drink  of  grog  as  I 
have  seen  swallowed  in  this  country  would  there 
cost  a  dollar ; — in  the  Western  country,  where 
every  man  can  get  as  much  meal  and  bread  as  he 
can  consume,  and  yet  spend  the  best  part  of  his 
days,  and  nights  too,  perhaps,  on  the  tavern 
benches,  or  loitering  at  the  cross-roads  asking  the 
news, — can  you  expect  the  people  of  such  a  coun- 
try, with  countless  millions  of  wild  land  and  wild 
aiiimals  besides,  can  be  cooped  up  m  manufac- 
turing establishments,  and  made  to  work  sixteen 
hours  a  day,  under  the  superintendence  of  a  driver 
— yes,  a  driver,  compared  with  whom  a  Southern 
overseer  is  a  gentleman  and  man  of  refinement; 
for,  if  they  do  not  work,  (these  work  people  in 
the  manufactories,)  they  cannot  eat;  and,  among 
all  the  punishments  tnat  can  be  devised,  (put 
death,  even,  among  the  number,)  I  defy  you  to  get 
as  much  work  out  of  a  man  by  any  of  them,  as 
when  he  knows  that  he  must  work  before  he  can 
eat. 

But,  sir,  if  we  follow  the  example  of  England, 
in  one  respect,  as  we  are  invited  to  do,  we  must 
also  follow  it  in  another.  If  we  adopt  her  policy, 
we  must  adopt  her  institutions  also.  Her  policy 
is  the  result  of  her  institutions,  and  our  institu- 
tions must  be,  as  the  result  of  our  policy,  assimi- 
lated to  her's.  We  cannot  adopt  such  an  exterior 
system  as  that  of  England,  without  adopting  also 
her  interior  policy.  We  have  heard  of  her  wealth, 
her  greatness,  her  glory  ;  but  her  eulogist  is  silent 
about  the  poverty,  wretchedness,  misery,  of  the 
lowest  orders.  Show  me  the  country,  say  gentle- 
men, which  has  risen  to  glory  without  this  sys- 
tem of  bounties  and  protection  on  manufactures! 
Sir,  show  me  any  country,  beyond  our  own,  which 
has  risen  to  glory  or  to  greatness  without  an  es- 
tablished church,  or  without  a  powerful  aristoc- 
racy, if  not  an  hereditary  nobility.  I  know  no 
country  in  Europe,  except  Turkey,  without  hered- 
itary nobles.  Must  we,  too,  have  these  Corinthi- 
an ornaments  of  society,  because  those  countries 
of  greatness  and  glory  have  given  in  to  them  ? 
But,  after  we  shall  have  destroyed  all  our  foreign 
trade;  after  we  shall  have,  by  the  prevention  of 
imports,  cut  off  exports — thus  keeping  the  promise 
of  the  Constitution  to  the  oar,  and  breaking  it  to 
the  hope — paltering  with  the  people  in  a  double 
sense, — after  we  shall  have  done  this,  we  are  told, 
"we  shall  only  have  to  resort  to  an  excise;  we 
have  only  to  change  the  viode  of  collection  of  taxes 
from  the  people ;  both  modes  of  taxation  are  vol- 
untary."  Very  voluntary  !  The  exciseman  comes 
into  my  house  ;  searches  my  premises  ;  respects 
not  even  the  privacy  of  female  apartments ;  mea- 
sures, gauges,  and  weighs  every  thing ;  levies  a 
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lax  upon  every  thing;  and  then  tells  me  the  tax 
is  a  voluntary  one  on  my  part,  and  that  I  am  or 
ought  to  be  content.  "  Yes,  voluntary,"  as  Portia 
said  to  Shylock,  when  she  played  the  judge  so 
rarely  —  "Art  thou  conleni,  Jew?  Art  thou 
content?" 

The>e  taxes,  however,  it  seems,  are  voluntary, 
'•as  being  altogether  upon  consumption."  By  a 
recent  speech  on  this  subject,  the  greater  part  of 
which,  said  Mr.  R.,  I  was  so  fortunate  as  to  hear, 
I  learn  that  there  have  been  only  two  hundred 
capital  pro>ecutions  in  England,  within  a  given 
lime,  for  violations  of  the  revenue  laws.  Are  we 
ready,  if  one  of  us,  too  poor  to  own  a  saddle- 
horse,  should  borrow  a  saddle  and  clap  it  on  his 
plough-horse,  to  ride  to  church  or  court  or  mill  or 
market,  to  be  taxed  for  a  surplus  saddle-horse, 
and  surcharged  for  having  failed  to  list  him  as 
such  ?  Are  gentlemen  aware  of  the  inquisitorial, 
dispensing,  arbitrary,  and  almost  Papal  power,  of 
the  Cominis.sioners  of  Excise  ?  I  shall  not  stop 
to  go  into  a  detail  of  them ;  but  I  never  did  expect 
to  hear  it  said,  on  this  4loor,  and  by  a  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  too,  that  the  excise  system  was  a 
mere  scarecrow — a  bugbear — that  the  sound  of  the 
words  constituted  all  the  difference  between  a  sys- 
tem of  excise  and  a  system  of  customs  ;  that  both 
meant  the  same  thing.  "Write  them  together; 
your's  is  as  fair  a  name.  Sound  them  ;  it  doth  be- 
come the  mouth  as  well."  Here,  sir,  I  must  beg 
leave  to  differ  ;  I  do  not  think  it  does.  "  Weigh 
them  ;  it  is  as  heavy.'"  That  I  grant  "Conjure 
with  them"-r*xcise  "  will  start  a  spirit  as  soon  as 
customs. 

This  I  verily  believe,  sir,  and  I  wish,  with  all  my 
heart,  if  this  bill  is  to  pass — if  new  and  unneces- 
sary burdens  are  to  be  wantonly  imposed  upon  the 
people — that  we  were  to  return  home  with  the 
blessed  news  of  a  tax  or  excise,  not  less  by  way  of 
"minimum,"  than  fifty  cents  per  gallon  upon 
whiskey.  And  here,  if  I  did  not  consider  an  ex- 
ciseman to  hear,  according  to  the  language  of  the 
old  law  books,  caput  lupinum,  and  that  it  was  al- 
most as  meritorious  to  shoot  such  a  hell-hound  of 
tyranny,  as  to  shoot  a  wolf  or  a  mad  dog — and,  if 
I  did  not  know  that  any  thing  like  an  excise  in 
this  country  is  in  effect  utterly  impracticable,  I 
myself,  feeling,  seeing,  blushing  for  my  country, 
would  gladly  vote  to  lay  an  excise  on  this  abomi- 
nable liquor,  the  lavish  consumption  of  which 
renders  this  the  most  drunken  nation  under  the 
sun ;  and  yet,  we  have  refused  to  take  the  duties 
from  wines,  from  cheap  French  wines  particu- 
larly, that  might  lure  the  dog  from  his  vomit,  and 
lay  the  foundation  of  a  reformation  of  the  public 
manners.  Sir,  an  excise  system  can  never  be 
maintained  in  this  country.  I  had  as  lief  be  a 
tythe-proctor  in  Ireland,  and  met  on  a  dark  night 
in  a  narrow  road  by  a  dozen  white-boys,  or  peep- 
of-day  boys,  or  hearts  of  oak,  or  hearts  of  steel,  as 
an  exciseman  in  the  Alleghany  mountains,  met, 
in  a  lonely  road,  or  by-place,  by  a  backwoodsman, 
with  a  rifle  in  his  hand.  With  regard  to  Ireland, 
the  British  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  has  been 
obliged  to  reduce  the  excise  in  Ireland  on  distilled 
spirits,  to  comparatively  nothing  to  what  it  was 


formerly,  in  consequence  of  the  impossibility  of 
collecting  it  in  that  country.  Ireland  is,  not  to 
speak  with  statistical  accuracy,  about  the  size  of 
Pennsylvania,  containing  something  like  twenty- 
five  thousand  square  miles  of  territory,  with  a 
population  of  six  millions  of  inhabitants,  nearly 
as  great  a  number  as  the  whole  of  the  white  pop- 
ulation of  the  United  States;  with  a  standing 
army  of  20,000  men  ;  with  another  standing  army, 
composed  of  all  those  classes  in  civil  life,  who, 
through  the  instrumentality  of  that  army,  keep 
the  wretched  people  in  subjection — under  all  these 
circumstances,  even  in  Ireland,  the  excise  cannot 
be  collected.  I  venture  to  say,  that  no  army  ihat 
the  earth  has  ever  seen — not  such  an  one  as  that 
of  Bonaparte,  which  marched  to  the  invasion  of 
Russia — would  be  capable  of  collecting  an  excise 
in  this  country — not  such  an  one  as  that  described, 
if  you  will  allow  me  to  give  some  delightful  po- 
etry in  exchange  for  very  wretched  prose,  as  Mil- 
ton has  described  : 

"  Such  forces  met  not,  nor  so  wide  a  camp. 

When  Agrican,  with  all  his  northern  power*, 

Besieged  Albracca,  as  romances  telt, 

The  city  of  Calliphrone,  from  whence  to  win 

The  fairest  of  her  sex,  Angelica, 

His  daughter,  sought  by  many  prowest  knights. 

Both  Paynim  and  the  Peers  of  Charlemagne." 
Not  such  a  force,  nor  even  the  troops  with  which 
he  compares  them,  which  were  no  less  than  "the 
legion  fiends  of  hell,"  could  collect  an  excise  here. 
If  any  officer  of  our  Government  were  to  take  the 
field  a  still-hunting,  as  they  call  it  in  Ireland, 
among  our  Southern  or  Western  forests  and  moun- 
tains, I  should  like  to  see  the  throwing  off  the 
hounds.  I  have  still  enough  of  the  sportsman 
about  me,  that  I  should  like  to  see  the  breaking 
cover;  and,  above  all,  I  should  like  to  be  in  at  the 
death. 

And  what,  said  Mr.  R.,  are  we  now  about  to 
do?  For  what  was  the  Constitution  formed? 
To  drive  the  people  of  any  part  of  this  Union 
from  the  plough  to  the  distaff?  Sir,  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  never  would  have  been 
formed,  and  if  formed,  would  have  been  .scouted, 
una  voce,  by  the  people,  if  viewed  as  a  means  for 
effecting  purposes  like  this.  The  Constitution 
was  formed  for  external  purposes,  to  raise  armies 
and  navies,  and  to  lay  uniform  duties  on  imports, 
to  raise  a  revenue  to  defray  the  expenditure  for 
such  objects.  What  are  you  going  to  do  now? 
To  turn  the  Constitution  wrong  side  out ;  to  aban- 
don foreign  commerce  and  exterior  relations — I  am 
sorry  to  use  this  Frenchified  word — the  foreign 
affairs,  which  it  was  established  to  regulate,  and 
convert  it  into  a  municipal  agent,  to  carry  a  sys, 
tem  of  espionage  and  excise  into  every  log  house 
in  the  United  Stales.  We  went  to  war  with 
Great  Britain  for  free  trade  and  sailors'  rights; 
we  made  a  treaty  of  peace  in  which  I  never  could, 
with  the  aid  of  my  glasses,  see  a  word  about  either 
the  one  or  the  other  of  these  objects  of  contention  ; 
we  are  now  determined  never  to  be  engaged  in 
another  for  such  purposes;  for  we  are,  ourselves, 
putting  an  end  to  them.  And,  by  the  way  of 
comfort  in  this  state  of  things,  we  have  been  told, 
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by  the  doctor  as  well  as  by  the  apothecary,  that 
much  cannot  be  immediately  expected  from  this 
new  scheme;  that  years  will  pass  away  before  its 
beneficial  effects  will   be  fully  realized.     And  to 
whom  is  this  told?     To  the  consumplive  patient 
it  is  said— here  is  the  remedy  ;  persevere  in  it  /or 
a  fevc  years,  and   it  will  infallibly  cure  your  dis- 
order;  and  this  infallible  remedy  is  prescribed  for 
pulmonary  consumption,  which  is  an  opprobrium 
of  physicians,  and  has  reached  a  stage  that,  m  a 
few  months,  not  to  say  days,  must  inevitably  ter- 
minate the  existence  of  the  patient.    This  is  to  be 
done,  too,  on  the  plea  that  the  people  who  call  for 
this  measure  are  already  ruined.     I  will  do  any 
thing,  sir,  in  reason,  to  relieve  these  persons;  but 
I  can  never  agree,  becauM*   they  are  ruined,  and 
we  are  half  ruined  only,  that  we  shall  be  entirely 
ruined,  for  the  contingent  possibility  of  their  re- 
lief.   We  have  no  beli'ef  in  this  new  theory — new, 
for  it  came  in  with   the  French   revolution,  and 
that  is  of  modern  date — of  the  transfusion  of  blood 
from  a  healthy  animal  to  a  sick  one :  and,  if  there 
IS  to  be  such  a  transfusion  for  the  benefit  of  these 
ruined  persons  now,  we  refer  the  gentlemen   to 
bulls   and   goats   for   supplies   of  blood,    for   we 
should  be  the  veriest  asses  to  permit  them  to  draw 
our  own. 

We  are  told,  however,  that  we  have  nothing  to 
do  but  to  postpone  the  payment  of  the  public  debt 
for  a  few  years,  and  wait  for  an  accumulation  of 
wealth,  for  a  new  run  of  luck — 

"  Ruaticus  f  xpectat  dum  defluet  omnia  et  ille 
"Labitur  et  itbitur  in  omne  Toiubilis  svum." 
This  postponement  of  the  public  debt  is  no  nov- 
elty.    All  debts   are,  now-a-days,  as   old    Lilly 
bath  it,  in  the  future  in  rus,  "  about  to  be"  paid. 
W^e  have  gone  on  postponing  paying  the  national 
debt,  and  our  own  debts,  until  individual  credit 
is  at  an  end  ;  until  property,  low  as  it  is  reduced 
in  price  b/  our  fantastic  legislation,  can  no  longer 
be  bought  but  for  ready  money.     Here  is  one,  and 
there  the  other.     I  am   describing  a  state  of  so- 
ciety which  I  know  to  exist  in  a  part  of  the  coun- 
try, and  which  I  hear,  with  concern,  docs  exist 
in  a  greater  degree,  in  a  much  larger  portion  of 
the  country,  than  1  pretend  to   be  personally  ac- 
quainted with. 

In  all  beneficial  changes  in  the  natural  world — 
and  the  sentiment  is  illustrated  by  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  effusions  of  imagination  and  genius  that 
I  ever  read — in  all  those  changes,  which  are  the 
work  of  an  all-wise,  all-seeing,  and  superintend- 
ing providence,  as  in  the  insensible  gradation  by 
which  the  infant  bud  expands  into  manhood,  and 
from  manhood  to  senility  ;  or,  if  you  will,  to 
caducity  itself — you  find  nature  never  working 
but  by  gradual  and  imperceptible  changes  ;  you 
cannot  see  the  object  move,  but  take  your  eye 
from  it  for  a  while,  and  like  the  index  of  that 
clock,  you  can  see  that  it  has  moved.  The  old 
proverb  says,  God  works  good,  and  always  by 
degrees.  The  devil,  on  the  other  hand,  is  bent  on 
mischief,  and  always  in  a  hurry.  lie  cannot  slay  : 
his  object  is  mischief,  which  can  best  be  effected 
suddenly,  and  he  must  be  gone  to  work  elsewhere. 
But  we  have  the  comfort;  under  the  pressure  ol 


this  measure,  that  at  least  no  force  is  exercised 
upon  us ;  we  are  not  obliged  to  buy  goods  of  for- 
eign manufacture.  It  is  true,  sir,  that  gentlemen 
have  not  said  you  shall  not  send  your  tobacco  or 
cotton  abroad  ;  but  they  have  said  the  same  thing, 
in  other  words  ;  by  preventing  the  importation  of 
the  returns  which  we  used  to  receive,  and  with- 
out which,  the  sale  or  exchange  of  our  produce  is 
impracticable,  they  say  to  us,  you  shall  sell  only 
to  us,  and  we  will  give  you  what  we  please  ;  you 
shall  buy  only  of  us,  but  at  what  price  we  please 
to  ask.  But  no  force  is  used  !  You  are  at  full 
liberty  not  to  buy  or  to  sell.  Sir,  when  an  Eng- 
lish Judge  once  told  a  certain  curate  at  Brentford, 
that  the  court  of  chancery  was  open  equally  to 
the  rich  and  the  poor,  Home  Tooke  replied, 
"  so,  my  lord,  is  the  London  Tavern."  You  show 
a  blanket  or  a  warm  rug  to  a  wretch  that  is  shiv- 
ering with  cold,  and  tell  him  you  shall  get  one 
no  where  else,  but  you  are  at  liberty  not  to  buy 

mine. 

No  Jew,  who  ever  tampered  with  the  necessi- 
ties of  a  profligate  young  heir,  lending  him  money 
at  an  usury  of  cent,  per  cenl.,ever  acted  more  pater- 
nally than  the  advocates  of  this  bill,  to  those  upon 
whom  it  is  to  operate.   ladvise  you, young  man, for 
your  good,  says  the  usurer.    I  do  these  things  very 
reluctantly,  says  Moses — these  courses  will  lead 
you  to  ruin.    But,  no  force — no  sir,  no  force  short  of 
Russian  despotism,  shall  induce  me  to  purchase, 
or,  knowing  it,  to  use  any  article  from  the  region 
of  country  which  atterops  to  cram  this  bill  down 
our  throats.     On   this,  we  of  the  South  are   re- 
solved, as  were  our  fathers  about  the  tea,  which 
they  refused   to  drink  ;  for  this  is  the  same  old 
question  of  the  stamp  act  in  a  new  shape,  viz  : 
whether  they,  who  have  no  common  feeling  with 
us,  shall   impose  on  us,  not  merely  a  burdensome 
but  a  ruinous  tax,  and  that,  by  way  of  experiment 
and  sport.     And  I  say  again,  if  we  are  to  submit 
to  such   usurpations,  give  me  George   Grenville, 
give  me  Lord   North  for  a  master.     It  is  in  this 
point  of  view  that  I  most  deprecate  the  bill.     If, 
said  Mr.  R.,  from  the  language  I  have  used,  any 
gentleman  shall  believe  I  am  not  as  much  attach- 
ed to  this  Union  as  any  one  on  this  floor,  he  will 
labor  under  great  mistake.     But  there  is  no  magic 
in  this  word  union.     I  value  it  as  the  means  of 
preserving  the  liberty  and  happiness  of  the  people. 
Marriage  itself  is  a  good  thing,  but  the  marriages 
of  Mezentius  were  not  so  esteemed.     The  mar- 
riage of  Sinbad,  the  sailor,  with  the  corse  of  his 
deceased  wife,  was  an   union,  and  just  such  an 
union  will  this  be,  if,  by  a  bare  majority  in  both 
Houses,  this  bill  shall  become  a  law.     And,  I  ask, 
sir,  whether  it  will  redound  to  the  honor  of  this 
House,  if  this   bill  should  pass,  that  the   people 
should  owe  their  escape  to  the  act  of  any  others 
rather  than   to  us  ?     Shall   we,   when  even  the 
British  Parliament  are  taking  off  taxes  by  whole- 
sale— when  all  the  assessed  taxes  are  diminished 
fifty  per  cent. — when  the  tax  on  salt  is  reduced 
seven-eighths,  with  a  pledge  that  the  remainder 
shall  come  off,  and   the  whole  would  have  been 
repealed,  but  that  it  was  kept  on   as  a  salvo  for 
the  wounded  pride  of  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
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chequer,*  who,  when  asked — why  keep  on  this  ' 
odious  tax,  which  brings  but  a  paltry  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  per  annum  ?  answered,  by  sub- 
terfuge and  evasion,  as  I  have  heard  done  in  this 
House,  and  drew  back  upon  his  resources,  his  ma- 
jority— how  will  it  answer  for  the  people  to  look 
up  for  their  escape  from  oppression,  not  to  their 
immediate  Representatives,  but  to  the  Represent- 
atives of  the  States,  or,  possibly,  to  the  Execu- 
tive? And,  permit  me  here  to  say,  and  I  say  it 
freely,  because  it  is  true,  that  I  join  as  heartily  as 
any  man,  in  reprehending  "  the  cold,  ambiguous 
support  of  the  Executive  Uovernment  to  this  bill." 
I  do  not  use  my  own  words;  I  deprecate  as  much  as 
any  member  of  this  House  can  do,  that  the  Execu- 
tive of  this  country  should  lend  to  this  bill,  or  to 
any  other  bill,  a  cold  and  ambiguous  support,  or 
support  of  any  sort,  until  it  come  before  him  in  the 
shape  of  a  law,  unless  it  be  a  measure  which  he, 
in  bis  Constitutional  capacity,  may  have  invited 
Congres.<!  to  pass.  I  may  be  permitted  to  say,  and 
1  will  say,  that,  in  case  this  bill  should  be  unhap- 
pily presented  to  him  for  his  signature,  and  as  an 
allusion  has  been  made  to  him  in  debate,  I  pre- 
sume 1  may  repeat  it. — I  hope  he  will  recolleet  ' 
how  much  the  country  that  gave  him  birth  has 
done  for  him,  and  the  little,  not  to  say  worse  than 
nothing,  that,  during  his  administration  he  has 
done  for  her.  I  hope,  sir,  he  will  scout  the  bill 
as  contrary  to  the  genius  of  our  Grovernment,  to 
the  whole  spirit  and  letter  of  our  confederation — 
I  say  of  our  confederation — Blessed  be  God,  it  is 
a  confederation,  and  that  it  contains  within  itself 
the  redeeming  power  which  has  more  than  once 
been  exercised — and  that  it  contains  within  itself 
the  seeds  of  preservation,  if  not  of  this  Union,  at 
least  of  the  individual  Commonwealths  of  which 
it  is  composed. 

But,  sir.  not  satisfied  with  an  appeal  to  the  ex- 
ample of  Great  Britain,  whom  we  have  been  con- 
tent hitherto  very  seduously  to  censure  and  to  imi- 
tate— as  I  once  heard  a  person  say  that  it  was  ab- 
solutely necessary  for  persons  of  a  peculiar  char- 
acter to  be  extremely  vehement  of  censure  of  the 
very  vice  of  which  they  are  themselves  guilty — 
the  example  of  Russia  has  been  introduced,  the 
very  last,  I  should  suppose,  that  would  be  brought 
into  this  House  on  this  or  any  other  question.  A 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Poinsett,) 
whose  intelligence  and  information  I  very  much 


*  It  is  •  fubject  of  much  rrgret  to  me,  that,  at 
this  time,  I  bad  nut  bad  the  benedt  of  the  very  able 
speech  of  his  successor  in  office,  (Mr.  Robinson,) 
which  reached  the  United  States  a  few  days  after. 
It  ought  to  be  reprinted  in  every  leading  paper  in  the 
Union.  With  the  good  sense,  lilierality,  manliness, 
and  good  faith,  which  characterize  the  whole  speech, 
he  states  that  (lovernmcnt  is  pledged  to  the  abohtion 
of  the  small  remnant  of  the  salt  tax  ;  and,  if  insisted 
on  by  the  Opposition,  the  pledge  shall  be  redeemed. 
He  suggests,  however,  the  policy  of  substituting  some 
other  reduction  ia.  lieu  of  the  small  tax  now  payable 
on  salt,  which  hqyconceives  to  be  as  little  burdensome, 
at  its  present  reduced  rate,  as  any  other,  and  more 
easy  of  collection. 
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resp»'ct,  but  the  feebleness  of  whose  voic«  does  not 
permit  him  to  be  heard  as  distinctly  as  could  be 
wished,  remarked  the  other  day,  and,  having  it  on 
my  note*,  I  will,  with  his  leave,  repeat  it — Russia 
is  cursed  with  a  paper  money,  which,  in  point  of 
depreciation  and  its  consequent  embarrassment  to 
her,  can  boast  of  no  advantage,  I  believe,  even 
over  that  of  that  of  Kentucky — so  cursed,  that  it 
is  impossible,  until  her  circulation  is  restored  to  a 
heathful  state,  she  can  ever  take  her  station  as  a 
commercial  or  manufacturing  nation,  to  any  ex- 
tent.    Nay,  more,  Russia,  with  the  exception  of  a 
few  of  her  provinces,  consists,  like  the  interior  of 
America,  of  a  vast  inland  continent,  desolated  and 
deformed  by  prairies,  or  steppes,  as  they  are  there 
called,  inhabited  by  a  sparse  population;  and,  as 
an  appeal  has  been  made  to  experience,  said  Mr. 
R.,  I  ask  any  gentleman  to  show  me  an  instance 
of  any  country  under  the  sun  that  has,  under  these 
circumstances,  taken  a  stand  as  a  manufacturing 
or  great  commercial  nation.     These  great  rivers 
and  inland  seas  cut  a  mighty  figure  on  the  map, 
but,  when  you  come  to  consider  of  capacities  for 
foreign  commerce,  how  unlike  the  insular  situa- 
tion of  Great  Britain,  or  the  peninsular  situation 
of  almost  the  whole  continent  of  Europe — sur- 
rounded or  penetrated  as  it  is  by  inland  seas  and 
gulfs!     May  I   be  pardoned   for  adverting  to  the 
fact — I  know  that  comparisons  are  extremely  odi- 
ous— that,  when  we  look  to  Salem  and  Boston,  to 
parts  of  the  country  where  skill,  and  capital,  and 
industry,  notoriously  exist,  we  find  opposition  to 
this   bill ;  and  that,  when  we  look  to  countries 
which  could  sooner  build  one  hundred  pyramids, 
such   as  that  of  Cheops,  than   manufacture  one 
cambric  needle,  or  a  paper  of  White  Chapel  pins, 
or  a  watch-spring,  we  hear  a  clamor  about  this 
system  for  the  protection  of  manufactures.     The 
merchants  and  manufacturers  of  Massachusetts, 
New  Hampshire,  the  Province  of  Maine,  and  Sa- 
gadahock  repel  thfs  bill,  whilst  men  in  hunting 
shirts,  with  deer-skin  leggings  and  moccasins  on 
their  feet,  want  protection  for  manufactures — men 
with  rifles  on  their  shoulders,  and  long  knives  in 
their   belts,  seeking  in  the  forests  to  lay  in  their 
next  Winter's  supply  of  bearmeat.     But  it  is  not 
there  alone  the  cry  is  heard.     It  is  at  Baltimore — 
decayed,  deserted  Baltimore,  whose  exports  have 
more  than  one-half  decreased,  whilst  those  of  Bos- 
ton have  four  times  increased — it  is  decayed  and 
I  deserted  Baltimore  that  comes  here  and  asks  us 
'  for  the  protection  of  those  interests  wliich  have 
grown  upduring  the  late  war — privateering  among 
the  number,  I  presume.     Philadelphia,  too,  in  a 
state  of  atrophy,  asks  for  the  measure — Philadel- 
phia, who  never  can.  pass  what  bill  you  please, 
have  a  foreign  trade  to  any  great  amount,  or  be- 
come a  ereat  manufacturing  town,  for  which  she 
wants  all  the  elements  of  climate,  coal,  and  capi- 
tal— this  city,  now  over  built,  swoln  to  the  utmost 
;  extent  of  the  integument,  and  utterly  destitute  of 
force  or  weight  in  the  Union,  wants  this  bill  for 
the  protection  of  the  domestic  industry  of  her  free 
I  blacks,  I  presume.     New  York,  too.  is  now  willing 
to  build  up  Montreal  and  Quebec  at  her  expense — 
to  convert  the  Hudson  into  a  theatre  for  rival  dispu- 
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tunls  about  steamboats  in  the  courts  below  stairs,  |  ever  were  cheated  out  of  ibeir  estates  by  their 
and  for  thm,  and  such  as  them,  with  a  coasting  i  overseers;  men  who,  so  long  as  they  could  cotn- 
hcense  to  ply  upon.  The  true  remedy,  and  the  j  mand  the  means,  by  sale  ol  their  last  acre,  or  last 
onlvoiie  foMhe  iron  manufacturer  of  Pennsylva-  negro,  would  have  a  good  dmner,  and  give  a 
nia  who  has  nothing  but  iron  to  sell,  and  that,  !  hearty  welcome  to  whomsoever  chose  to  drop  in, 
they  tell  us,  is  worth  nothing,  would  be  to  lay  on  ,  to  eat,  friend  or  stranger,  bidden  or  unbidden, 
the  table  of  this  House  a  declaration  of  war  in  What  will  be  the  eflect  of  this  bill  on  the  South- 
blank,  and  then  go  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  |  ern  Slates?  The  effect  of  thi.  policy  is  what 
to  see  what  nation  in  the  world  it  would  be  most  ;  shudder  to  look  at ;  the  more,  because  the  next 
convenient  to  go  to  war  with— for,  fill  the  blank  !  census  is  held  up  t«  terrurem  over  us.  We  are 
with  the  name  of  what  Power  you  please,  it  mu.t  ;  told,  you  had  better  consent  to  thu-we  are  not 
be  a  sovereign  State,  and,  though  it  have  not  a  sea-;  threatened  exactly  with  General  Gage  and  the 
manor  a  vessel  in  the  world,  its  commissions  are  .  Boston  Port  bill— but  we  are  told  by  gentlemen, 
as  good  and  valid  in  an  admiralty  court,  as  those  we  shall,  after  the  next  census,  so  saddle,  atid 
of  the  Lord  High  Admiral  of  Great  Britain.  In  ;  bridle,  and  martiwjaU  you,  that  you  will  be  easily 
this  way  you  will  put  our  furnaces  in  blast,  and  regulated  by  any  bit,  or  whip,  however  severe,  or 
vour  paper  mills  into  full  operation;  and  many,  !  spurs,  however  rank,  of  domestic  manulacture, 
Terv  many,  who,  during  the  last  war.  transported  that  we  choose  to  use.  But  this  argument,  sir, 
flour  on  horseback  for  the  supply  of  your  army,  at  |  has  no  weight  in  it  with  me.     I  do  not  choose  to 

be  robbed  now,  because,  alter  1  am  once  robbed, 
it  will  become  easier  to  rob  me  again.  O'xto  prxn- 
ciyiUi,  is  my  maxim — because  every  act  of  exten- 
sion of  the  system  operates  in  a  two-fold  way,  de- 
creasing the  strength  and   means  of  the  robbee, 


the  cost  of  an  hundred  dollars  per  barrel,  and  who 
have  since  transported  provisions  in  steamboats  up 
and  down  the  Missouri  river— very  many  such  in- 
dividuals would  thus  be  taken  out  of  the  very  jaws 

of  bankruptcy  and  lifted  up  to  opulence,  at  the  ex-  „  , 

pense  of  that  people,  at  whose  expense,  also,  you  i  asd  increasing  those  ol   the  robber.      1  his  is  as 
are  now  about  to  enable  these  iron  manufacturers    true  as  any  proposition  in  mathematics.     Genile- 
10  fill  their  pockets.     New  England  docs  not  want ;  men  need   not  tell  us,  we   had   better  give  in  at 
this  bill.     Connecticut,  indeed,  molasses  having  |  once.     No,  sir,  we  shall  not  give  in  ;  no,  we  shall 
been  thrown  overboard  to  lighten  the  ship,  votes    hold  out— we  shall  not  give  in.    We  do  not  mean 
for  this  bill.     A  word  in  the  ear  of  the  land  of  |  to  be  threatened  out  of  our  rights  by  the  menace 
steady  habits— I   voted  against  that  tax,  on    the  i  of  another  census.     We  are  aware  of  our  lolly, 
principle,  which  has  always  directed  my  public    and  it  is  our  business  to   provide  against  the  con- 
fife,  not  to  compromise  my  opinions— not  to  do  I  sequences  of  it,  but  not  in  this  way.     When  I  re- 
evil  that  good  may  come  of  it— let  me  tell  the  land  i  collect,  that  the  tariff  of  1816  was  followed  by 
of  steady  habits,  that,  after  this  bill  shall  be  fairly  ;  that  of  1819-'20,  and   that   by  this   measure  ot 
off  the  shore;  after  we  shall  have  cleared  decks  and     182:^'24,  1  cannot  believe  that  we  are,  at  any  time 
made  ready  for  action  again  ;  after  she  shall  have    hereafter,  long  to  be  exempt  from  the  demands  of 
imposed  on  me  the  onerous  burden  of  this  bill,  she  ,  those  sturdy   beggars,  who   will   take  no  denial 


shall  have  the  benefit  of  my  vote  to  put  on  again 
this  duty  on  molasses — not  at  this  day — this  is  not 
the  last  tariff  measure;  for,  in  less  than  five  years, 
1  would,  if  I  were  a  belting  man,  wager  any  odds 
that  we  have  another  tariff  proposition,  worse  by 
far  than  that,  amendments  to  which  geniKinen 

had  strangled  yesterday  by  the  bow-string  of  the  !  Lord  Cornw«lli8,  applied  to  Virginia,  "  that  great 
i  question.     Fair  dealing  leads  to  safe  coun- i  and  uuterrified   colony,"  which   he  was  about  to 


Every  concession  does  but  render  every  fresh  de- 
mand and  new  concession  more  easy.  It  is  like 
those  dastard  nations  who  vainly  think  to  buy 
peace.  When  I  look  back  to  what  the  country  of 
which  I  am  a  representative  was,  and  when  I  see 
what  it  is — when  I   recollect   the  expression   of 


previous  questi 
sels  and  safe  issues.     There  is  a  certain  left-handed  | 
wisdom,  that  often  overreaches  its  own  objects, ! 
which  grasps  at  the  shadow  and  lets  go  the  sub-  j 
stance.     We  shall  not  only  have  this  duty  on  mo- 
lasses, I  can  tell  the  gentlemen  from  Connecticut, 
but  we  shall  have,  moreover,  an  additional  bounty 
on  intoxication  by  whiskey,  in  the  shape  of  an  ad- 
ditional duty  on  foreign  distilled  spirits. 

The  ancient  Commonwealth  of  Virginia,  one 
of  whose  unworthy  sons,  and  more  unworthy  rep- 
resentatives, I  am,  said  Mr.  R.,  must  now  begin 
to  open  her  eyes  to  the  fatal  policy  which  she  has 
pursued  for  the  last  forty  years.  I  have  not  a 
doubt,  that  they  who  were  the  agents  for  transfer- 
ring her  vast,  and  boundless,  and  fertile  country 
to  the  United  States,  with  an  express  stipulation, 
in  effect,  that  not  an  acre  of  it  should  ever  inure 
to  the  benefit  of  any  man  from  Virginia,  were  as 
respectable,  and  kind  hearted, .and  hospitable,  and 
polished,   and  guileless    Virginia  gentlemen,   as 


enter,  not  without  some  misgivings  of  his  mind  as 
to  the  result  of  the  invasion — when  I  compare 
what  she  was  when  this  House  of  Representatives 
first  assembled  in  the  city  of  New  York,  and  what 
she  now  is,  I  know,  by  the  disastrous  contrast, 
that  her  councils  have  not  been  governed  by  states- 
men. They  might  be  admirable  professors  of  a 
university,  powerful  dialecticians  ex  cathedra,  but 
no  sound  counsels  of  wise  statesmen  could  ever 
lead  to  such  practical  ill  results  as  are  exhibited 
by  a  comparison  of  the  past  and  present  condition 
of  the  ancient  colony  and  dominion  of  Virginia. 

In  the  course  of  this  discussion,  said  Mr.  R.,  I 
have  heard,  I  will  not  say  with  surprise,  because 
nil  admirari  is  my  motto — no  doctrine  that  can 
be  broached  on  this  floor  can  ever,  hereafter,  ex- 
cite surprise  in  my  mind — I  have  heard  the  names 
of  Say,  Ganilh,  Adam  Smith,  and  Ricardo,  pro- 
nounced, not  only  in  terms,  but  in  a  tone,  of  sneer< 
ing  contempt,  as  visionary  theorists,  destitute  of 
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practical  wisdom,  and  the  whole  clan  of  Scotch 
and  Quarterly  reviewers  lugged  in  to  boot.     This, 
sir,  is  a  sweeping  clause  of  proscription.     With 
the  names  of  Say,  Smith,  and   Ganilh,  I  profess 
to  be  acquainted,  for  I  too,  am  versed  in  title  pages, 
but  I  did  not  ex[>ect  to  hear,  in  this  House,  a  name, 
with    which    I    am   a   little    further   acquainted, 
treated  with  so  little  ceremony,  and  by  whom  ?    I 
leave  Adam  Smith  to  the  simplicity,  and  majesty, 
and  strength  of  his  own  native  genius  which  has 
canonized  his  name — a  name  which  will  be  pro- 
nounced with  veneration,  when   not  one  name  in 
this  House  will    be  remembered.     But,  one  word 
as  to  Ricardo,  the  last  mentioned  of  those  writers 
— a  new  authority,  though  the  grave  has  already 
closed  upon  him,  and  set  its  seal  upon  his  reputa- 
tion.    I  shall  speak  of  him  in  the  language  of  a 
man  of  as  great  a  genius  as  this,  or  perhaps  any, 
age  has  ever  produced — a  man  remarkable  for  the 
depth  of  his  reflections  and  the  acumen  of  his  pen- 
etration.    "  I  had   been  led,"  says  this  man,  ''  to 
'  look  into  loads  of  books — my  understanding  had 
'  for  too  many  years  been   intimate  with  severe 
thinkers,  with  logic,  and   the  great  masters  of 
knowledge,  not  to  be  aware  of  the  utter  feeble- 
ness of  the  herd  of  modern  economists.    I  some- 
times read  chapters  from  more  recent  works,  or 
part  of  Parliamentary  debates.     I  saw  that  these 
[ominous    words!]    'were    generally    the    very 
dregs  and  rinsings  of  the  human  intellect."     [[ 
am   very  glad,  sir,  he  did   not  read  our  debates. 
What  would  he  have  said  of  ours  ?  ]     "At  length 
'  a  friend  sent  me  Mr.  Ricardo's  book,  and  recur- 
'  ring  to  my  own  prophetic  anticipation  of  the  ad- 
vent of  some   legislator  on    this  science,  I  said, 
Thou  art  the  man.     Wonder  and  curiosity  had 
long    been   dead   in  me;  yet   I   wondered    once 
more.    Had  this  profound  work  been  really  writ- 
ten in  England  during  the  19th  century  ?    Could 
it  be  that  an  Englishman,  and  he  not  in  academic 
bowers,  but  oppressed   by  mercantile  and  sena- 
torial cares,  had  accomplished  what  all  the  uni- 
versities and  a  century  of  thought  had   failed  to 
advance  by  one  hair's  breadth  7   All  other  writers 
'  had  been  crushed  and  overlaid  by  the  enormous 
weight  of  facts  and  documents ;  Mr.   Ricardo 
had  deduced,  a  priori,  from   the  understanding 
itself,  laws  which  first  gave  a  ray  of  light  into 
the   unwieldy  chaos  of  materials,  and  had  con- 
'  structed  what  had  been  but  a  collection  of  tenti- 
'•  tive  discu.«isions,  into  a  science  of  regular  pro- 
'  portions,  now  first  standing  on  an  eternal  basis." 
I  pronounce  no  opinion  of  my  own,  said  Mr. 
R.,  on  Ricardo;  I  recur  rather   to  the  opinion  of 
a  man,  inferior  in   [)oint  of  original  and  native 
genius,  and  that  highly  cultivated,  too,  to  none 
of  the  moderns,  and  few  of  the  ancients.     Upon 
this  subject,  what  shall  we  say  to  the  following 
fact  ?     Butler,  who  is  known  to  gentlemen  of  the 
profession  of  the  law,  as  the  aunotator,  with  Har- 
grave,  on   Lord   Coke,  speaking  with   Fox  as  to 
political  economy — that  most  extraordinary  man, 
unrivalled  for  his   powers  of  debate,  excelled  by 
no  man  that  ever  lived,  or  probably  ever  will  live, 
as  a  public  debater,  and  of  the  deepest  of  political 
erudition,  fairly  confessed  that  he  had  never  read 


Adam  Smith.  Butler  said  to  Mr.  Fot  "  that  he 
'  had  never  read  Adam  Smith's  work  on  the 
'  Wealth  of  Nations."  "  To  tell  you  the  truth," 
'  replied  Mr.  Fox,  "  nor  I  neither.  There  is  some- 
'  thing  in  all  these  subjects  that  passes  my  com- 
'  prehension — something  so  wide  that  I  could 
*  never  embrace  them  myself,  or  find  any  one 
'  who  did."  And  yet  we  see  how  we,  with  our 
little  dividers,  undertake  to  lay  off  the  scale,  and 
with  our  pack-thread  to  take  the  soundings,  and 
speak  with  a  confidence  peculiar  to  quacks  (in 
which  the  regular  bred  professor  never  indulges) 
on  this  abstruse  and  perplexing  subject.  Confi- 
dence is  one  thing,  knowledge  another;  of  the 
want  of  which,  overweening  confidence  is  noto- 
riously the  indication.  What  of  that?  Let  Ga- 
nilh, Say,*Ricardo,  Smith — all  Greek  and  Roman 
fame  be  against  us — we  appeal  to  Dionysius  in 
support  of  our  doctrines ;  and  to  him  not  on  the 
throne  of  Syracuse  but  at  Corinth — not  in  abso- 
lute possession  of  that  most  wonderful  and  enig- 
matical city,  as  difficult  to  comprehend  as  the 
abstrusest  problem  of  political  economy,  which 
furnished  not  only  the  means  but  the  men  for 
supporting  the  greatest  wars — a  kingdom  within 
itself,  under  whose  ascendant  the  genius  of  Athens, 
in  her  most  high  and  palmy  state,  quailed,  and 
stood  rebuked.  No  ;  we  follow  the  pedagogue  to 
the  schools — dictating  in  the  classic  shades  of 
Longwood — (Iticii^  a  non  lucendo) — to  his  disciples. 
We  have  been  told  that  the  economists  are 
right  in  theory  and  wrong  in  practice ;  which  is 
as  much  as  to  say,  that  two  bodies  occupy  at  the 
same  time  the  same  space ;  for  it  is  equally  im- 
practicable to  be  right  in  theory  and  wrong  in 
practice.  It  is  easy  to  be  wrong  in  practice  ;  but 
if  our  practice  corresponds  with  our  theory,  it  is 
a  solecism  to  say  that  we  can  be  right  in  the  one 
and  wrong  in  the  other.  As  for  Alexander  and 
CaEsar,  said  Mr.  R.,  I  have  as  little  respect  for 
their  memory  as  is  consistent  with  that  involun- 
tary homage  which  all  must  pay  to  men  of  their 
prowess  and  abilities;  and  it  Alexander  had  suf- 
fered himself  to  be  led  by  the  nose  out  of  Baby- 
lon and  banished  to  Sinope,  or  if  Caesar  had  suf- 
fered himself  to  be  deprived  of  his  imperial  sway, 
not  by  the  dagger  of  the  assassin,  but  by  his  own 
slavish  fears,  I  should  have  as  little  respect  for 
their  memory  as  for  that  of  him  whose  example 
has  on  this  occasion  been  held  up  to  us  for  admi- 
ration. Speaking  of  that  man  who  has  kept  me 
awake  night  after  night,  and  has  been  to  roe  an 
incubus  by  day,  for  fear  of  the  vastness  of  his  de- 
signs, I  cannot  conceive  of  a  spectacle  so  pitiful, 
so  despicable,  as  that  man,  under  those  circum- 
stances;  and  if  the  work  dictated  by  him  at  St. 
Helena  be  read  with  the  slightest  attention,  no 
forsworn  witness  at  the  Old  Bailey  was  ever  .de- 
tected in  so  many  contradictions  as  he  has  been 
guilty  of.  No,  sir,  the  Jupiter  from  whose  re- 
luctant hand  the  thunderbolt  is  wrung,  is  not  the 
one  at  whose  shrine  I  worship — not  that  I  think 
that  the  true  Amphitryon  is  always  him  with 
whom  we  dine — he  is  not  the  political  economist 
who  is  to  take  place  of  Smith  and  Ricardo.  Will 
any  man  make  me  believe  that  he  understood  th« 
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iheory  or  the  practice  of  political  economy  better 
than  these  men,  or  than  Charles  Fox  ?  Impossi- 
ble. When  I  recollect  what  that  man  might  have 
done  for  liberty,  and  what  he  did;  when  I  recol- 
lect that  to  him  we  owe  this  Holy  Alliance — this 
fearful  power  of  Russia — of  Russia,  where  I  should 
adTise  persons  to  go  who  desired  to  be  instructed 
in  petty  treason  by  the  murder  of  a  husband,  or 
in  parricide  by  the  murder  of  a  father,  but  from 
whom  1  should  nerer  think  of  taking  a  lesson  in 
political  economy — to  whom  I  would  say,  rather, 
pay  your  debts,  not  in  depreciated  paper  ;  do  not 
commit  daily  acts  of  bankruptcy;  restore  your 
currency  ;  practise  on  the  principles  of  liberality 
and  justice,  and  then  1  will  listen  to  you.  No, 
sir,  Russia  may,  if  she  pleases,  not  only  lay  heavy 
duties  on  imports;  she  may  prohibit  them  if  she 
please:»;  she  has  nothing  to  export  but  what  some 
other   inland   countries   have,   political  power — 


simonious  as  the  prodigal  who  has  nothing  to 
give?  What  have  we  become?  A  nation  of 
sharks,  preying  on  one  another  through  the  in- 
strumentality of  this  paper  system,  which,  if  Lt- 
curgus  had  known  of  it,  he  would  unquestionably 
have  adopted,  in  preference  to  his  iron  money,  if 
his  object  had  been  to  make  the  Spartans  the 
most  accomplished  knaves,  as  well  a?  to  keep 
them  poor. 

We  are  told  that  this  is  a  curious  ConstitutioQ 
of  ours  :  it  is  made  for  foreigners  and  not  for  our- 
selves— for  the  protection  of  foreign,  and  not  of 
American  industry.  Sir,  this  w  a  curious  Consti- 
tution of  ours,  said  Mr.  R. ;  and  if  I  were  disposed 
to  deny  it,  I  could  not  succeed.  It  is  an  anomaly 
in  itself.  It  is  that  supposed  impossibility  of  all 
writers,  from  Aristotle  to  the  present  day,  an  twi- 
perium  in  imptrio.  Nothing  like  it  ew  did  exist, 
or  possibly  ever  will,  under  similar  cirttimstances. 


physical,  to  be  sure,  as  well  as  intellectual  power— I  It  is  a  Constitution  consisting  of  confederated 
but  she  does  not  even  dare  to  attack  the  Turk ;  |  bodies,  for  certain  exterior  purposes,  and,  also,  for 
she  cannot  stir  ;  she  is  something  like  some  of  our  '  some  interior  purposes,  but  leaving  to  the  State 
interior  people  of  the  South,  who  have  plenty  of  .  authorities,  among  a  great  many  powers,  the  very 
land,   plenty   of  serfs,  smoke-houses   filled    with    one  which  we  now  propose  to  exercise  :  for,  if  we 


meat,  and  very  fine  horses  to  ride,  but  who,  when 
they  go  abroad,  have  not  one  shilling  to   bless 


were  now  passing  a  revtniu  bili — a  bill,  the  object 
of  which  were  to  raise  revenue — however  much  I 


themselves  with;  and  so  long  as  she  is  at  peace,  should  deny  the  policy,  and  however  I  could  de- 
and  does  not  trouble  the  rest  of  the  world,  so  long  t  monstrate  the  futility  of  the  plan,  I  still  should 
she  may  be  suflfered  to  remain  ;  but,  if  she  should  I  deem  it  to  be  a  Constitutional  bill — a  bill  passed 
continue  to  act  hereafter  as  she  has  done  hereto-  '  to  carry,  bona  fide,  into  effect,  a  provision  of  the 
fore.  It  will  be  the  interest  of  the  civilized  world  |  Constitution,  but  a  bill  passed  with  short-sighted 
to  procure  her  dismemberment,  ;)er/(wau/rj^/(M.      |  views.     But  this  is  no  such  bill.     It  isa  bill,  under 

But  it  is  said  a  measure  of  this  sort  is  necessary  \  pretence  of  regulating  commerce,  to  take  money 
to  create  employment  for  the  people.  Why,  sir,  j  from  the  pockets  of  a  very  large,  and,  I  thank 
where  are  the  handles  of  the  plough  7  Are  they  I  God,  contiguous  territory,  and  to  put  it  into  other 
unfit  for  youny  gtntUvun  to  touch  ?  Or  will  they  i  pockets.  One  word,  sir,  on  that  point ;  I  can  as- 
rather  choose  to  enter  your  military  academies,  ;  sure  the  gentlemen  whose  appetites  are  so  keenly 
where  the  sons  of  the  rich  are  educated  at  the  ex-  !  whetted  for  our  money — I  trust,  at  least,  that  if  this 
pense  of  the  poor,  and  where  so  many  political  :  bill  passes,  there  will  be  a  meeting  of  the  members 
Janissariesare  every  year  turned  out,  always  ready  opposed  to  it,  and  a  general  and  consentaneous 
for  war,  and  to  support  the  powers  that  be — equal  \  resistance  to  its  operation  throughout  the  whole 
to  the  Strelitzesot  Moscow  or  St.  Petersburg  ?  I"  i  Southern  country — and  we  shall  make  it  by  law- 
do  not  speak  now  of  individuals,  of  course,  but  of  ful  means;  qnant  a  nom,  the  law  will  be  a  dead 
the  tendency  of  the  system — the  hounds  follow  I  letter.  It  shall  be  to  me,  at  least,  as  innocuous  as 
the  huntsman  because  he  feeds  them,  and  bears  !  the  pill  of  the  empyric,  which  I  am  determined 
the  whip.  I  speak  of  the  system.  I  concur  most  not  to  swallow.  The  manufacturer  of  the  East 
heartily,  sir,  in  the  censure  which  has  been  passed  i  may  carry  his  woollens,  or  his  cottons,  or  his  cof- 
upon  the  greediness  of  ofl&ce,  which  stands  a  stig-  fins,  to  what  market  he  pleases — I  do  not  buy  of 
ma  on  the  present  generation.  Men  from  whom  |  him.  Self  defence  is  the  first  law  of  nature.  You 
we  might  expect,  and  from  whom  I  did  expect  |  drive  us  into  it.  You  create  heats  and  animosi- 
better  things,  crowd  the  ante-chamber  of  the  pal-  1  ties  amongst  this  great  lamily,  who  ought  to  live 
ace,  for  every  vacant  office;  nay,  even  before  men  !  like  brothers  ;  and,  after  you  have  got  this  temper 
are  dead,  their  shoes  at^wanted  for  some  bare-  of  mind  roused  among  the  Southern  people,  do 
footed  office-seeker.  How  mistaken  was  the  old  I  you  expect  to  come  among  us  to  trade,  and  expect 
Roman,  the  old  Consul,  who,  whilst  he  held  the  '  us  to  buy  your  wares  ?  Sir,  not  only  shall  we 
plough  by  one  hand,  and  death  held  the  other,  '  not  buy  them,  but  we  shall  take  such  measures  (I 
exclaimed, '•  Diw  iwrncrrfoij^Ha  i^nj /"  i  will  not  enter  into  the   detail  of  them   now,)  as 

Our  fathers,  how  did  they  acquire  their  proper-  '  shall  render  it  impossible  for  you  to  sell  them. 
ty?  By  straightforward  industry,  rectitude,  and  !  Whatever  may  be  said  here,  of  the  "misguided 
frugality.  How  did  they  become  dispossessed  of  |  counsels."  as  they  have  been  termed,  "  of  the  the- 
their  property  ?  By  indulging  in  speculative  hopes  ,  orists  of  Virginia,''  they  have,  so  far  as  regards 
and  designs,  seeking  the  shadow  whilst  they  lost  j  this  question,  the  confidence  of  united  Virginia. 
the  substance  ;  and  now.  instead  of  being,  as  they  I  We  are  asked — does  the  South  lose  any  thing  by 
were,  men  of  respectability,  men  of  substance,  this  bill — why  do  you  cry  out  ?  I  put  it,  sir,  to 
men  capable  and  willing  to  live  independently  any  man,  from  any  part  of  the  country,  from  the 
and  honestly,  and  hospitably  too — for  who  so  par-    Gulf  of  Mexico,  from  the  Balize.  to  the  Eastern 
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shore  of  Maryland — which,  I  thank  heaven,  is  not 
yet  under  the  government  of  Baltimore,  and  will 
not  be,  unless  certain  theories  should  come  into 
play  in  that  Slate,  which  we  have  lately  heard 
of,  and  a  majority  of  men,  told  by  the  head,  should 
govern — whether  the  whole  country,  between  the 
points  I  have  named,  is  not  unanimous  in  opposi- 
tion to  this  bill?  Would  it  not  be  unexampled, 
that  we  should  thus  complain,  protest,  resist,  and 
that  all  the  while  nothing  should  be  the  matter? 
Are  our  understandings  ('nowever  low  mine  may 
be  rated,  much  sounder  tnan  mine  are  engaged  in 


this  resistance,)  to  be  rated  so  low  as  that  we  are 
to  be  made  to  believe  that  we  are  children  af- 
frighted by  a  bugbear  ?  We  are  asked,  however, 
why  do  you  cry  out  ?— it  is  all  for  your  good.  Sir, 
this  reminds  me  of  the  mistresses  of  Greorge  II. 
who,  when  they  were  insulted  by  the  populace  on 
arriving  in  London,  (as  all  such  creatures  deserve 
to  be,  by  every  mob,)  put  their  heads  out  of  the 
window,  and  said  to  them,  in  their  broken  Eng- 
lish, "  Goot  people,  we  be  come  for  your  goots ;" 
to  which  one  of  the  mob  rejoined  "Yes,  and  for 
our  chattels  too,  I  fancy."  Just  so  it  is  with  the 
oppressive  exactions  proposed  and  advocated  by 
the  supporters  of  this  bill,  on  the  plea  of  the  good 
of  those  who  are  its  victims. 

There  is  not  a  member  of  this  House,  said  Mr. 
R.,  more  deeply  penetrated  than  the  one  who  is 
endeavoring  to  address  you.  with  the  inadequate 
manner  in  which  he  has  discharged  the  task  im- 
posed upon  him — in  this  instance,  he  will  say,  on 
bis  part,  most  reluctantly.  But,  as  I  have  been  all 
my  life  a  smatterer  in  history,  I  cannot  fail  to  be 
struck  with  the  fitness  of  the  comparison  insti- 
tuted by  a  historian  of  this  country  with  the  Ro- 
man republic,  just  as  it  was  in  a  state  of  prepara- 
tion for  a  master. 

"  Sed,  post  quam  luxu,  atque  desidia  civitas 
corrupta  est ;  rursus  respublica,  magnitudine  sua. 
imperatorumatquemagistratuumvitiasustentabat; 
ac  veluti  effoeta  parentum,  multis  tempestatibu*', 
baud  sane  quisquam  Romae  virtute  magnus  fuit." 

Of  this  quotation,  I  will,  as  they  sometimes  say 
in  the  Parliament,  for  the  benefit  of  the  country 
gentlemen,  attempt  a  translation.     "  But,  after  the 

State  had  become  corrupted  by  luxury  andsloth" 

in  the  Arabian  Nights'  Entertainments,  we  are 
told  of  one  who  laid  by  his  sequins  in  good  money, 
«nd  when  he  afterwards  came  to  use  them,  he 
found  them  to  be  bits  of  paper,  not  worth  more 
than  old  continental  (or  Kentucky)  money — "  by 
luxury  and  sloth,  again  the  republic,"— and  here 
I  press  the  comparison — "  by  dint  of  its  own  mag- 
nitude, its  own  greatness,  its  own  vastness,  bore 
up  under  the  faults,  the  vice?,  of  its  generals,  ma- 
gistrates, and  that,  too,  as  if  effete — (past  bearing) 
since,  for  a  long  while'— I  hope  the  comparison 
"Will  not  hold  here — "  for  a  long  time  scarcely  anv 
man  had  become  great  at  Rome  by  his  merit.'' 
So,  sir,  it  is  with  this  republic.  It  does  not  sus- 
tain, by  Its  greatness  and  growing  magnitude,  the 
follies  and  vices  of  its  magistracy.  Had  this  Gov- 
ernment been  stationary  like  any  of  the  old  Gov- 
ernments of  Europe,  of  the  second  class,  Prussia, 
for  instance,  or  Holland,  by  the  political  evolu- 


j  tions  of  the  l?st  thirty  years — I  might  say  the  last 
twelve  years — it  would  have  sunk  into  insignifi- 
cance and  debility  :  and  it  is  only  upon  this  re- 
source, the  increasing  greatness  of  this  republic, 
that  the  blunderers  who  plunge  blindfold  into 
schemes  like  this,  can  rely  for  any  possibility  of 
salvation  from  the  effect  of  their  own  rash,  undi- 
gested measures.  It  is  true,  that  the  race  is  not  to 
the  swift,  nor  the  battle  to  the  strong;  and  else- 
where than  in  the  republic  of  Rome  and  of  other 
times,  than  the  days  of  Catiline,  it  may  be  said, 
"  Haud  sane  quisque  virtute  magnus  est." 
**'Tis  not  in  mortals  to  command  success! — 

But  do  you  more  Sempronius — don't  deserve  it. 
And  take  my  word  you  won't  have  any  less; 

Be  wary,  watch  the  time,  and  always  serve  it: 
Give  gentle  way  when  there's  too  great  a  press ; 

And  for  your  conscience  only  learn  to  nerve  it— 
For,  like  a  racer,  or  a  boxer,  training, 
'Twill  make,  if  proved,  vast  efforts  without  paining." 
I  had  more  to  say,  Mr.  Speaker,  could  I  have 
said  it,  on  this  subject.  But  I  cannot  sit  down 
without  asking  those  who  were  once  my  brethren 
of  the  church,  the  elders  in  the  young  family  of 
this  good  old  republic  of  the  thirteen  States,  if 
they  can  consent  to  rivet  upon  us  this  system, 
from  which  no  benefit  can  possibly  result  to  them- 
selves. 1  put  it  to  them  as  descendants  of  the  re- 
nowned colony  of  Virginia — as  children  sprung 
from  her  loins — if,  for  the  sake  of  all  the  benefits 
with  which  this  bill  is  pretended  to  be  freighted 
to  them — granting  such  to  be  the  fact,  for  argu- 
ment's sake — they  could  consent  to  do  such  an  act 
of  violence  to  the  unanimous  opinion,  feelings, 
prejudices,  if  you  will,  of  the  whole  Southern 
States^  as  to  pass  it?  I  go  farther.  I  ask  of  them 
what  IS  there  in  the  condition  of  the  nation,  at 
this  time,  that  calls  for  the  immediate  adoption  of 
this  measure?  Are  the  Gauls  at  the  ffaie  of  the 
Capitol  ?  If  they  are,  the  cacklings  of  the  Capi- 
toline  geese  will  hardly  save  it.  What  is  there  to 
induce  us  to  plunge  into  the  vortex  of  those  evils 
so  severely  felt  in  Europe  from  this  very  manu- 
facturing and  paper-policy?  For,  it  is  evident 
that,  if  we  go  into  this  system  of  policy,  we  must 
adopt  the  European  institutions  also.  We  have 
very  good  materials  to  work  with.  We  have 
only  to  make  our  elective  King,  President  for  life, 
in  the  first  place,  and  then  to  make  the  succession 
hereditary  in  the  family  of  the  first  that  shall 
happen  to  have  a  promising  son.  For  a  King  we 
can  be  at  no  loss — ex  quovis  ligno — any  block  will 
do  for  him.  The  Senate  may,  perhaps,  be  trans- 
muted into  a  House  of  Peers,  although  we  should 
meet  with  more  difficulty  than  in  the  other  case: 
for,  Bonaparte  himself  was  not  more  hardly  put 
to  it,  to  recruit  the  ranks  of  his  mushroom-nonil- 
ity,  than  we  should  be  to  furnish  a  House  of  Peers. 
As  for  us,  we  are  the  faithful  Commons,  ready 
made  to  hand ;  but  with  all  our  loyalty,  I  con- 
gratulate the  House — I  congratolate  the  nation— 
that,  although  this  body  is  daily  degraded  by  the 
sight  of  members  of  Congress  manufactured  into 
placemen,  we  have  not  yet  reached  such  a  pwint 
of  degradation  as  to  submit  to  suffer  Executive 
minions   to   be  manufactured   into  members   of 
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Congress.     We  have  shut  that  door;  1  wish  we 
could  shut  the  other  also.     *  ~'  '^ 


u  be  WM  bailed  by  the  companion  of  my  early  man- 
I  wish  we  could  have    hood.     Thi.  gentleman   might  .«y.  of  the 


?hich   he  finds   himself,  what  wa«  saiJ   of 


place  ID 
a   certain 


a  perpetual  call  of  the  House  in  this  view    and    H'^^^^'^^^^^  ^  think,  whom  the  arrogance  of  Louui 
suffer  no  one  to   go   out  frona   its  closed  doors,    ^^s    ^^^^ 


red  to  Paris  to  make  an  apology,  in  bis  owa 
person,  for  some  offence  on  the  part  of  that  once 
proud   republic,    against    the    dignity    of   the   Grand 

Monarque.  .      .    •   t 

Had  Montgomery,  instead  of  falling  on  the  height* 
of  Abraham— where  Montcalm   and  Wolfe,  congenial 

spirits,  also 

"forgook 

Their  matuions  in  this  fleshly  nook" 

survived  to  see  the  Revolution  of  l788-'9,  brought 

about,  would  it  have  ever  been  objected  to  him  that, 

by  birth,   he  was  an   Irishman  ?     Would  his  foreign 


The  time,  Mr.  R.  said,  was  peculiarly  inauspi- 
cious for  the  change  in  our  policy  which  is  pro- 
posed by  this  bill.     We  are  on  the  eve  of  an  elec- 
tion that  promises  to  be  the  most  distracted  that 
this  nation  has  ever  yet  undergone.     It  may  turn 
out  to  be  a    Polish  election.     At  such   a   time, 
ought  any  measure  to  be  brought  forward  which  j 
is  supposed  to  l)e  capable  of  being  demonstrated' 
to  be  extremely  injurious  to  one  great  portion  of 
this  country,  and   beneficial  in  proportion  to  an- 
other?    Sufficient  for  the  day  is  the  evil  thereof.    _^   

There  are  firebrands  enough  in  the  land,  without    descent  have  stood  in  the  way  of  his  other  claims  to 
this  apple  of  discord  being  cast  into  this  assembly. 
Suppose  this  measure  is  not  what  it  is  represented 
to  be ;  that  the  fears  of  the  South  are  altogether 
illusory  and  visionary  ;  that  it  will  produce  all  the 

f;ood  predicted  of  it — an  honorable  gentleman 
rom  Kentucky  said,  yesterday,  and  I  was  sorry  to 
hear  it,  for  1  have  great  respect  for  that  gentle- 
man, and  for  other  gentlemen  from  that  State, 
that  the  question  was  not  whether  a  bare  ma- 
jority should  pass  the  bill,  but  whether  the  major- 
ity or  minority  should  rule.  The  gentleman  is 
wrong,  and  if  he  will  consider  the  matter  rightly, 
he  will  see  it.     Is  there  no  difference  between  the 

patient  and  the  actor?     We  are  passive:  we  do        ^  

not  call  upon  them  to  act  ur  to  suffer,  but  we  call  ;  president,  who  was  not  a  citizen   at   the   time  of  the 


the  Chief  Magistracy  of  the  country  T 

Were  Mr.  Gallatin  a  French  or  Englishman,  there 
would  be  some  color  to  this  ohjecti«in.  But  he  is  a 
native  of  Geneva,  and  no  good  Gcnevese  can  wor«bip 
at  the  shrine  of  a  Bonaparte  or  a  Bourbon.  I  think 
it  must  be  his  citizenship  of  Virginia  that  stands  mostly 
in  the  way  of  the  elevation  of  this  extraordinary  man, 
who  sees  himself  postponed  to  persons  in  no  respect 
considerable,  except  fur  the  modesty  of  their  preten- 
sions, who  have  never,  and  can  never,  render  a  tithe 
of  his  public  services,  and  whoee  names  were  not 
known  out  of  their  own  parish,  so  late  as  the  acquisi- 
tion of  Louisiana,  and  the  commencement  of  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson's second  term  of  Presidential  service. 

No  foreigner,  be  it   remembered,  can   ever  become 


upon  them  not  so  to  act  as  that  we  must  necessa- 
rily suffer:  and  I  venture  to  say  that,  in  any  gov- 
ernment properly  constituted,  this  very  considera- 
tion would  operate  conclusively,  that,  it  this  bur- 
den is  to  be  laid  on  102,  it  ought  not  to  be  laid  by 
105.  We  are  the  eel  that  is  being  liayed,  while 
the  cook-maid  pats  us  on  the  head,  and  cries,  with 
the  clown  in  King  Lear,  ''  down,  wantons,  down !" 
There  is  but  one  portion  of  the  country  which 
can  profit  by  this   bill,  and  from  that  portion  of 


adoption  of  the  new  Constitution  of  1787.  The  door 
will  soon  be  closed  against  them  forever,  be  their 
merits  and  services  what  they  may. 

Note  2. 

The  principal  of  the  debt  proper  of  the  United 
States  was  funded  at  G  per  cent.,  but  the  payment  of 
one  third  was  postponed  for  ten  years. 

The  interest,  the  evidences  of  .which  were  called 
"indents  of  interest."  was  funded  at  3  per  cent. 

Of  the  assumed  debt,  one-third  was  taken,  on  esti- 


ihe  country  comes  this  bare  majority  in  favor  of  i  mate,  to  be  the  amount  of  interest  due  upon  it,  which 
it.     I  bless  God  that  Massachusetts  and  old  Vir-  j  ^t  the  time,  could  not  be  ascertained  ;  and,  also,  fund 
ginia  are  once  again  rallying  under  the  same  ban-  i  ed  at  3  per  cent, 
ner,  against  oppressive  and  unconstitutional  taxa- 
tion :   for,  if  all  the  blood  be  drawn  from  out  the 


body,  I  care  not  whether  it  be  by  the  British  Par- 
liament or  the  American  Congress — by  an  Empe- 
ror or  a  King  abroad,  or  by  a  President  at  home. 
Under  these  views,  and  with  feelings  of  morti- 
fication and  shame  at  the  very  weak  opjwsition  I 
have  been  able  to  make  to  this  bill,  1  entreat  gen- 
tlemen to  consent  that  it  may  lie  over,  at  least, 
until   the   next   session  of  Congress.     We  have 
other  business  to  attend  to,  and  our  families  and 
affairs  need  our  attention  at  homo — and  indeed  I, 
sir,  would  not  give  one  farthing  for  any  man  who 
prefers  being  here  to  being  at  home — who  is  a  good 
public  man  and  a  bad  private  one.     With  these 
views  and  feelings,  I  move  you,  sir,  that  the  bill 
be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Appendix  to  Mr.  R.h  Speech,  furnished  by  himsflf. 

Note  1. 

I  ought    to    have   excepted   Albert  Gallatin,  "the 
apostle  of  Truth,  acd  the  favorite  voury  of  Liberty," 


These  two  sums  constitute  the  3  per  cent,  stock  of 
the  United  States. 

Of  the  remaining  two-thirds  of  the  assumed  debt, 
two-thirds,  being  the  estimated  amount  of  principal, 
equal  to  2s.  8d.  Virginia  money,  to  a  dollar,  were 
funded  at  6  per  cent.;  and  the  remainder  (one-third 
of  two-thirds,  or  1*.  id.  Virginia  money,  on  the  dollar) 
was  also  funded  at  6  per  cent.,  but  the  payment  post- 
poned in  like  manner,  as  on  the  debt  proper  of  the 
United  States. 

This  is  the  origin  of  the  terra  deferred  stock,  in  our 
laws  and  financial  statements. 

Ont-lhird  of  the  dollar —2 

taken  as  interest  and  funded  at  3  per  cent. 
Two-thirds  of  the  remaining  4s.  =»  2s.  Sd.  at  6 

per  cent.     .-.---- 
One-third  of  two-thirds  or  one-quarter  deferred ; 

also  at  6  per  cent.        .         .         -         -         - 


2  8 


1  4 


S.6  0 

Note  3. 

From  this  admission.  I  fet-l  myself  compelled  to  ex- 
cept the  opinions,  however  long  established,  as  to  the 
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impolicy  of  the  expulsion  of  the  Moriseoes  from  Spain,  i  throughout  this  long  discussion,  that  I  feel  myself 
and  of  the  Huguenots  from  France  by  the  revocation  j  entitled  to  the  indulgence  of  the  Hou.<!e  for  a  short 
of  the  edict  of  Sanies.  Never  having  been  '' addict  us  j  time.  The  fate  of  the  bill,  .Mr.  Speaker,  is  no 
jurare  in  verba  magistri"  I  have  long  ago  taught  j  longer  doubtful.  Signs  and  indications,  which 
myself  to  believe,  that  the  alleged  impolicy  of  these  can  neither  be  resisted  nor  mistaken,  hare  an- 
two  celebrated  measures  (which  I  have  never  heard  .  nounced  its  destiny.  It  will  pass,  I  doubt  not,  at 
called  m  question  by  any  authority  whatsoever)  is  one  |  ^^^^^  ^^  i^-^  House,  by  a  small  but  decisive  ma- 
of  those  "  vulgar  error,    that  ought  to  go  to  swell  the  ■  ■  g^^.^  facts,  on  ordinary  occasion.^  would 

caulogue  of  the  ingenious  Sir  Thomas  Brown.     From  ;  J^^^'  ^^  ^^^^^^  ^^j,  f^^^^^^^  discussion  unnecessary. 


the  institution  of  the  Passover  to  the  latest  experience 
of  man,  it  will  be  found  that  two  essentially  different 
and  hostile  nations  cannot  peaceably  and  advanta- 
geously inhabit  the  same  territory,  and  live  under  the 


if  not  intrusive.  But,  when  the  policy  of  a  great 
nation,  in  relation  to  one  of  its  most  important 
interests,  is  about  to  assume  a  new  character,  or. 


same  torm  of  government.  I  have  been  led  to  ascribe  |  at  least,  receive  additional  impulse  ;  when  the 
the  sub.*equent  grandeur  and  power  of  France,  mainly  manufacturing  interest  of  this  country,  already 
to  the  removal  of  this  fruitful  source  of  schism  and  of:  under  the  protection  of  the  Government,  is  de- 
weakness.  Had  the  Protestanu  remained  in  the  bosom  !  manding  yet  more  efficient  protection,  in  opposi- 
of  France,  their  superior  industry  and  intelligence  |  tion  to  the  remonstrances  and  hostility  of  a  larg[e 
would  speedily  have  raised  them  to  a  level  with  their  ,  and  imposing  minority,  within  and  without  this 
Catholic  enemies  and  feliow-sulijects ;  and  the  seeds  House,  public  opinion  seems  to  require — public 
of  incurable  division  and  weakness  would  thus  have  '  opinion,  indeed,  does  require — from  the  friends  of 
been  sown,  never  to  be  eradicated.  i  the  new  policy,  the  fullest  exposition  of  the  views 

With  some  millions  of  wealthy   and   exasperated  '  gnd  causes  which  have  led  to  it?  adoption. 
Moriseoes  in  her  bosom,  could  Spain  have  made  the  1       With  such  apologies,  I  come  before  the  House 


stand  she  did  against  the  power  of  Bonaparte  !  It  is 
this  which  renders  Ireland  a  dead  weight  upon  Eng- 
land, instead  of  a  powerful  auxiliary.  Would  Vir- 
ginia have  been  impoverished  in  case  she  had  expelled 
her  black  population,  constituting  the  great  mass  of 
ber  productive  labor  at  the  peace  of  1783!  Suppose. 
instead  of  ceding  her  northwestern  territory  to  Con- 
gress, she  bad.  at  the  peace  of  1783.  driven  every  ne- 
gro and  mulatto.  l>ond  or  free,  across  the  Ohio! 
Would  she  now.  think  you,  be  less  populous  or  pow- 
erful than  she  ii  at  present  ?  Would  she  now  be 
driven  to  the  humiliation  of  receiving  the  law,  and, 
perhaps,  a  master,  from  the  Congressional  and  elec- 
toral inlluence  beyond,  not  only  the  Ohio,  but  the 
Mississippi — beyond  .\urora  and  the  Ganges  ! 


at  this  late  period  of  the  debate.  But,  sir,  I 
scarcely  know  how  or  where  to  commence  my 
observations.  The  manufacturing  question  is  ut- 
terly exhausted.  The  field  of  discussion  which  it 
presents  has  been  so  long  preoccupied,  so  perse- 
veringly  explored,  that  neither  fruit  no?  flower  re- 
mains to  reward  the  adventurer.  If  we  refer  to 
history  for  illustration,  nothing  can  be  more  fa- 
miliar than  its  examples.  If  to  political  economjr, 
or  the  labors  of  the  statist,  their  tables  and  state- 
ments, their  axioms  and  principles,  have  been 
urged  upon  us,  from  every  department  of  the  House, 
by  friend  and  foe,  even  to  satiety. 

Mr.  H.  observed,  the  general  principles  of  the 


I  speuk  of  the  resulu,  not  of  the  motives,  of  those  ,  bill  had  been  so  fully  discussed  by  others,  that  he 

celebrated  measures.     Wa.s  the  lieforraation  not  emi-    would  proceed  at  once  to  examine,  as  rapidly  and 

"*'"'''  "  briefly  as  possible,  the  principal  objections  which 

had  been  urged  against  it.     The  bill,  Mr.  Speak- 
er, is  combatted  on   this  floor  by  three  interests 
essentially   distinct;   the  agricultural   interest  of 
the  South,  the  manufacturing  interest  of  the  East, 
and  the  general  interest  of  commerce  and  naviga- 
tion.    For  the  sake  of  perspicuity,  the  objections 
arising  out  of  the  supposed  hostility  of  the  bill  to 
each  of  these  interests,  will  be  noticed  separately. 
The  protection  of  the  manufacturing  interest  is 
said  to  be  hostile  to  the  agriculture  of  the  South. 
If  gentlemen  were  able  to  establish  the  truth  of 
this  objection,  the  principles  as  well  as  the  policy 
of  the  bill  would  remain,  at  least  to  me,  entirely 
indefensible.     For  I  have  neither  the  right   nor 
the  disposition  to  advocate  any  measure  calcu- 
lated to  build  up  the  interest  of  one  section  of  the 
Union  at  the  expense  of  another.     I  have  no  per- 
sonal interest  which  this  bill  can  possibly  promote. 
I  support  it,  as  a  measure  purely  national  in  its 
character,  intended  to  advance  the  prosperity,  not 
of  sections  only,  but  of  the  Union  ;  to  equalizeall 
our  great  interests;  to  promote,  by  its  direct  and 
necessary  operation,  the  manufacturing  interest; 
to  promote,  by  the  creation,  or  rather  the  exten- 
sion, of  the  home  market,  the  agricultural  interest ; 
and.  finally,  to  promote  the  commercial  interest, 


nently  beneficial  to  England,  because  it  was  owing  to 
the  lewd  passions  and  ungovernable  caprices  of  a  ty-  ' 
rant,   even   more   odious  than  Louis  XIV.   or  Philip 
IV.  1      Were  the  motives   of  his  overgrown  subjects,  | 
greedy  for  the  spoils  of  the  church,  panting   for   the  j 
plunder  of  the   rich   abbeys  and   benefices,   less   infa-  I 
mous  than  those  of  their  master!     Is  the  Jackall.  who 
humbly  receivea  the  offal  carcase,  when  the  hunger 
of  the    royal    beast   is    appeased   by   its  blood,   distin- 
guished in  any  way  to  bis  advantage  from  the  mon- 
arch of  the  forest  1 

Note  4. 

List  of  exports  of  domestic  grovcth. 

Cotton, 

Tobacco, 

Rice, 

Indian  corn— exclusively  Southern. 

Flour,  wheat,  &c., 

Lumber, 

Naval  stores. 

When    Mr.   Randolph    had    concluded    his 
speech — 

Mr.  HoLcoMBE  rose,  and  stated  to  the  Chair 
ih.Tl  he  wished  to  make  some  observations  on  the 
subject  under  consideration.  I  have  been,  he  ob- 
served,  so   patient    and    persevering    a    listener 
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by  enabling  the  Anaerican  merchant,  by  theabun-  ; 
dance  and  cheapness  of  the  fabrics  of  the  manu-  ; 
lacturer,  to  adventure  successfully  in  the  great 
markets  of  the  world  ;  particularly  in  the  opening 
and  growing  markets  of  South  America. 

The  gentlemen  of  the  South  must  pardon  me 
for  believing,  as  I  certainly  do  believe,  that  they 
mistake  altogether  the  ultimate  operation  of  this 
bill,  as  far  as  their  agriculture  is  concerned.    It  is 
true,  we  can  only  speculate  upon  this  point.    But 
it  has  always  appeared  to  tne  that,  if  there  be  one 
section  of  the  Union  more  deeply  interested  than 
another  in  the  friendly  operation  of  our  tnanutac- 
turing  policy  upon  its  agriculture,  it  must  be  the 
South,  inasmuch  as  the  creation  of  a  steady  home 
market  for  its  rich  agricultural  staples  must  be  to 
the  South  an  object  of  vital  and  lasting  consider- 
ation.    The  European   market  is  at  best  preca- 
rious.    A   state  of  war  impairs,  and  may  extm- 
guish   it.     Competition,  also,  seriously  threatens 
It.     The  Southern  planter,  indeed,   has  already 
found  in  it  growing  and  formidable  rivals.     Cot- 
ton, the  great  staple  of  the  South,  is  at  this  mo- 
ment extensively  cultivated  for  exportation  in  three 
quarters  of  the  globe,  in  India,  Brazil,  and,  latelv 
it  would  seem,  m  Egypt.     And  the  time  cannot 
be  considered  distant  when  it  must  form  no  incon- 
siderable staple  of  the  whole  series  of  South  Ame- 
rican Republics.    Driven,  therefore,  a.s,  in  a  great 
measure,  it  appears  to  nie  it  necessarily  must  be 
driven,  from  the  European  market,  where  is  the 
Southern  planter  to  find  refuge  and  protection, 
except,  indeed,  in  the  home  market,  which  it  is 
one  of  the  first  objects  of  this  bill  to  assist  in  es- 
tablishing?    And  a  refuge  and  protection  it  as- 
suredly will  prove, ample  and  unchangeable,  (the 
derision  and  infidelity  of  gentlemen  to  the  contra- 
ry notwithstanding,)  if  we  will  consent  to  extend 
to  it,  from  time  to  time,  that  legislative  aid  which 
its  necessities  may  require,  and  which  its  great 
national  importance  will  always   justify.     The 
American  market,  at  present,  consumes  probably 
one-fourth,  at   least  one-fifth,  of  all  the  cotton 
grown  in  the  South  ;  stimulated  to  excess  as  that 
culture  has   been   by  the  extraordinary  demands 
upon  it,  growing  out  of  the  peace  of  Europe.   Ex- 
tend, therefore,  extend  to  the  cotton  manufacture 
of  this  country  efficient  protection,  and  I  mistake, 
utterly  and   hopelessly  mistake,   the  genius  and 
enterprise  engaged  in  it,  if,  before  the  revolution 
of   another    national    period — the  period  of  ten 
years — it  be  not  able  to  absorb  all  the  surplus  cot- 
ton of  the  South, — for  a  part  of  Southern  cotton, 
from  its  quality,  will  always  find  a  market  in  Eu- 
rope ;  provided,  no  more  additional  lands  be  ap- 
propriated to  Its  culture  ;  and  the  (juantity  is  said 
already  to  trespass  greatly  upon  correct  agricul- 
tural proportions. 

But,  the  gentlemen  of  the  South  deny  that  the 
cotton  market  of  Europe  is  in  danger.  They 
contend  that  they  will  always  be  able  to  under- 
sell the  foreign  agriculturist  in  it.  But,  is  not  this 
confidence,  Mr.  Speaker,  both  dangerous  and  de- 
lusive i  Can  the  labor  of  the  slave  be  made  as 
profitable  as  the  labor  of  the  freeman  ?  And,  if 
the  labor  of  the  slave  be  not  as  profitable  as  the 


labor  of  the  freeman— and  that  it  is  not  is  almost 
universally  conceded— how  will  the  Southern 
planter  be  enabled  to  compete  successfully,  in 
years  to  come,  with  the  millions  of  free  agricul- 
turists rising  up  and  scattered  over  the  immense 
and  fertile  regions  of  the  Southern  continent?  He 
will  be  crushed  by  the  coninetition ;  he  must  be 
driven  from  the  market.  There  is,  indeed,  one 
method  whereby  the  labor  of  the  slave  may  be 
made  more  profitable  than  the  labor  of  the  free- 
man. The  fact  has  been  established;  but,  hap- 
pily, not  by  the  experience  of  this  country,  for  the 
process  is  a  dreadful  one.  It  is  by  furnishing  the 
wretched  slave  with  tne  smallest  portion  of  rai- 
ment sufficient  to  protect  him  from  the  inclemency 
of  the  elements,  and  graduating  his  coarse  food 
to  the  minimum  barely  necessar)^  to  sustain,  for 
the  purposes  of  his  labor,  his  miserable  existence, 
stimulated  into  all  its  capabilities  by  the  unceas- 
ing lash  of  the  task  master.  A  state  of  society,  of 
servitude,  and  suflering,  not  more  incompatible 
with  the  public  opinion  of  the  age  than  unequivo- 
cally abhorrent  to  the  sensibilities  of  the  South. 

But  gentlemen  contend  that  England  will  re- 
fuse to  purchase  our  cottons,  if  we  refuse  to  pur- 
chase her  fabrics.  Mr.  H.  observed  that  this  was 
no  novel  argument,  but  one  which  had  been  re- 
peatedly urged  in  Congress,  and  also  in  the  reviews 
and  essays  of  the  day.  He  denounced  it;  and 
particularly  the  principle  upon  which  it  is  found- 
ed, as  offensive  and  fallacious.  And  wnat,  Mr. 
Speaker,  is  this  principle  ?  It  i.s,  that  we,  the 
guardians  and  protectors  of  the  rights  and  inter- 
ests of  the  good  people  of  these  States,  should 
look  calmly  on,  whilst  our  infant  manufactures 
perish  before  us;  or,  that  we  should  see  them 
struggling  into  existence,  unnoticed,  unaided,  and 
unprotected.  That  we  should  consent  to  jxjst- 
pone  indefinitely  one  of  our  greatest  interests,  and 
subscribe,  officially,  to  articles  of  virtual  and  last- 
ing dependence  upon  foreia;n  nations !  For  what  ? 
To  protect  the  cotton  culture  of  the  South  from 
imaginary  extinction  I  Or  rather,  which  is  really 
the  tact,  to  §ive  to  the  English  manufacturer  the 
monopoly  ot  the  American  market  forever. 

But  the  proposition  which  is  assumed,  that  Eng- 
land will  refuse  to  purchase  our  cottons  if  we 
refuse  to  purchase  her  fabrics,  is  wholly  gratuitous. 
Long  before  this  Government  first  manifested  any 
serious  disposition  to  foster  the  manufacturing  in- 
terest, cotton  had  been  extensively  imjwrted  into 
England  from  India  and  Brazil,  and  its  culture 
in  those  places  sedulously  encouraged.  The  Eng- 
lish manufacturer  purchases  from  the  cheapest 
market,  (can  we  suppose  he  can  or  will  pursue  for 
any  length  of  lime  any  other  course?)  entirely 
regardless  of  the  country  that  grows  it.  It  is  true, 
the  prices  being  alike,  and  the  quality  the  same, 
he  will  purchase  the  cottons  of  every  other  country 
in  preference  to  ours.  And  the  cau?e  is  obvious. 
Hie  has  foreseen,  from  our  uncommon  skill  as 
manufacturers,  and  the  extraordinary  progress 
which  we  have  already  made  in  every  department 
of  useful  industry,  that  the  time  is  not  distant 
when  the  monopoly  which  he  enjoys  upon  these 
shores  will  not  only  be  extinguished,  but  rivals 
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will  here  grow  up  to  compete,  with  him,  in  all  I 
the  great  markets  of  the  world.     And  hence  his  I 
disposition  to  promote,  in  preference  to  ours,  the  ' 
agriculture  of  every  nation,  where  new  markets 
can  be  created.     And  this  is  the  course  which  he 
will  pursue — this  indeed  is   the  course  which  he 
luust  pursue — in  despite  of  every  effort  of  concilia- 
tion—of every  act  of  favoritism  which  we  may 
be  disposed  to  extend  towards  him.     As  long  as  i 
we  continue  to  undersell  the  foreign  agriculturist 

in  the  European  market  we  shall  be  preferred 

but  certainly  no  longer.  Every  other  considera-  ; 
tion  is  idle — is  but  dust  m  the  balance  when  i 
weighed  against  this  obvious,  this  irresistible  i 
fact.  I 

But  this  bill,  Mr.  Speaker,  is  further  said  to  be 
hostile  to  the  general  agricultural  interest  of  this 
country.     I   must  pass  over  very  rapidly  an  ob- 
jection so  decisively  extravagant.     For  where  m 
the  history  of  the  world  has  the  encouragement  of 
manufactures  ever  proved  hostile  to  the  interests 
of  agriculture?     Look  to  the  present  age — go  to 
the  Lolbians  of  Scotland  ;  the  rich  agricultural  | 
districts  of  England  ;  the  kingdom  of  the  Nether- 
lands ;  the  banks  of  the  Rhine  and  the  Elbe ;  the 
Rhone  and  the  Seine;  go  indeed  to  every  manu- 
facturing hamlet,  circle  or  city  in  Europe,  and 
witness  everywhere  the  refutation  of  this  extrava-  , 
sant  objection.     Ask  history — summon  from  the 
dead  the  Saracens  of  Spain,  the  Lombards  of  the  { 
twelfth  century — the  Genoese;  the  Venetian — ask  ' 
tke  illustrious  house  of  Medicis  whether  the  fos-  ; 
tering  care  which  they  a^varded  to  manufactures 
proved  ho.«-tile  to  the  agriculture  of  the  beautiful 
region  over  which  they  presided  ?     Even  our  own 
short  experience  amply  refutes  the  objection. 

Wherever  manufacturing  establishments  have 
been  successfully  located  amongst  us,  the  country 
has,  in  all  instances,  flourished  around  them — ex- 
hibiting the  strongest  evidence  of  their  friendly  | 
influence  upon  the  interests  of  the  farmer.     And  i 
were  we  disposed   to  receive,  with  due  courtesy,  ! 
the  representations  of  our  constituents,  our  tables  I 
at  this  moment  would  be  covered  with  memorials  ! 
from  our  agricultural  constituents — at  least  from 
those  of  the  middle  States  and  the  East  and  the  j 
We^t,  praying  for  the  protection  of  the  manufac-  i 
turer— experience   having   dissipated    their   early  ' 
hostilities,  and  convinced  them,  by  the  most  irre-  i 
sisiible  testimony,  that  in   the  protection  of  the  j 
manufacturer  is  embraced  their  own  surest  and  ' 
best  protection. 

But  the  bill,  Mr.  Speaker,  is  said  to  be  hostile 
to  the  interests  of  commerce.  This,  if  sustained, 
would  prove  an  argument  entirely  unanswerable. 
Inasmuch  as  it  would  not  only  render  a  resort  to  ' 
excises  or  direct  taxation  necessary  to  meet  the 
ordinary  expenditures  of  the  Government,  but  in- 
volves seriously  and  lastingly  the  interests  of  the 
Navy.  Mr.  H.  controverted  this  argument  at 
some  length.  He  maintained  that  it  was  opposed 
by  the  testimony  of  innumerable  facts,  and  the 

universal  experience  of  the  commercial  world 

that  commerce  is  directly  promoted  by  whatever 
tends  to  promote  national  wealth  and  industrv. 
That  the  bill,  in  its  present  shape,  was  as  judicioijs 


a  revision  of  the  tariff  as  could  be  devised  ;  and, 
consequently,  that  the  interests  of  commerce  and 
the  revenue,  instead  of  being  impaired,  would  be 
promptly  and  decisively  promoted  by  it.     That 
:  domestic  manufactures  create  a  multitude  of  new 
wants,  and  furnish  the  means  of  gratifying  them  ; 
and  hence,  consumption  is  increased  ;  and  hence, 
the  loss  which  the  revenue  sustains  by  the  lessened 
I  importation  of  articles  manufactured  at  home,  is 
more  than  repaired  by  the  increased  consumption 
of  others;  and  that,  if  to  these  considerations  be 
;  added   the  steady  and  extraordinary  advance  of 
i  our  population,  and  the  necessary  increase  of  lux- 
I  ury,  the  interests  of  the  revenue  may  be  fairly  re- 
I  garded,  as  secure  from  all  future  contingency  and 
I  danger.     As  a  striking  illustration  of  the  above 
i  positions,  Mr.  H.  referred  to  the  example  of  Eng- 
land, whose   revenue   has    constantly    increased, 
exactly  in  proportion  as  the  restrictive  system,  for 
the  encouragement  of  the  manufacturing  interest, 
has    been   enlbrced.     Mr,  H.  contended   further, 
that  a  more  rigid  tariff  than  the  present — a  tariff 
lor   the  ample   and    exclusive  protection  of  the 
great  objects  of  our  industry,   would,  whatever 
might  be  its  immediate  operation,  ultimately  ad- 
vance (and  at  no  distant  period  too)  the  interest 
of  commerce.     Such  a  tariff,  it  is  acknowledged, 
would  extinguish  some  of  the  fountains  of  com- 
merce— but  open  a  four-fold  number  in  their  stead. 
It  is  impossible  for  me  to  say,  Mr.  Speaker,  how 
far  the  feeble  encouragement  which  we  have  thus 
far  awarded  to  our  manufactures,  has  advanced 
the  interests  of  the  Treasury.     But  if  numerous 
facts  be  not  entirely  fallacious,  we  have  already 
reaped  a  golden  harvest  from  the  limited  sacrifices 
which  we  have  heretofore  so  reluctantly  made. 
How  IS  the  present  remarkably  flourishing  state 
of  the  Treasury  to  be  accounted  for,  unless  we 
refer  it,  partly  at  least,  to  the  friendly  operation 
of  our   manufacturing   establishments  upon  our 
foreign  commerce  ?    The  great  markets  of  Europe 
are  closed  upon  our  agricultural  productions.  And 
we  have  lost,   consequent  to  a  state  of  general 
peace,  the  carrying  trade  of  half  the  world.     Be- 
sides, sir,  from   the  cultivation  of  sugar  within 
our  own  territories,  and  the  lessened  importation 
of  West  India  spirits,  the  revenue,  as  formerly 
constituted,  has  been  lessened  millions.     But,  not- 
withstanding these  fearful  fallings-off  (and  fearful 
they  would  have  been,  and  wide-spread  and  deso- 
lating in  their   influence  upon  ordinary  nations) 
we  are  steadily  advancing  in  the  career  of  com- 
mercial prosperity.     Successive  Treasury  reports 
mock  the  predictions  both  of  friend  and  foe.     The 
canvass  of  our  marine — I  use,  or  wish  to  use  no  ^ 
figure — still  swells  upon  the  remotest  seas,  and  our 
flag  yet  streams  upon  every  shore. 

And  where,  I  demand,  are  the  realities  of  those 
gloomy  forebodings — of  those  appalling  pictures 
of  national  bankruptcy — of  taxes,  loans,  and  ex- 
cises, conjured  up,  and  so  gloomily  portrayed,  to 
alarm  the  fearful  and  despairing  politicians  of 
1816  and  1820  ?  Faded  away  forever,  and  lost 
in  the  light  of  that  general  prosperity,  of  that  en- 
ergy and  enterprise,  of  that  industry  and  universal 
improvement,  which  is  shedding  a  distinguishing 
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.        I  ;ii..»,:n.    I  :n/ii«r<n«itinn   if  not  hostiliiy,  to  the  manufactur- 

lustre  .round  <Ke  rr««.  rnoment,  .nd  •  I""""*"  I  ^nMer«°  ir teS  from  .Q  undefined  wish,  from 
„„g,  wUh  .he  ■n.cn.esl  br.U.ancy,  ihe  path  of  our  .'^l'^'^^;^''  "JJ^^  j,",,  „„  eircuc.ance,  of  .he 

X^'dl^u:":^  lb.rr.s..e„,    .nd   ru,n  U.C.  '  <lXTh"bm°!|r''ha'"e"a,ed  Jh    ho,.,m,  of  .he 

in  a  great  measure  from  the  disastrous  and  tern-  i  will   lend   .o  lessen,    ■•»•''"  ^^an   'P'"''P  ^   °  ^ 
por,.Tn,  Po..cy  whtcK  we  have  l,ere.ofj.re  pur^ed^    HhtsanY  P  cuTalio,;:.  "u?  e^.s  -ty  -y^f' 

rre^^-t:™ifT^ram,^weK'Tr;;Jis!  :  f  f  ^^  -'^^^^^^^ 

'■FL'e  tren^t  "h"a°"iX?ded"S  tLe'"raeero7"  s  i  I'riulaTJ:  .L°";nc:°or.'*:dr.n'd"!i.u^Vr,to 

£SI^?r  ^r^^m^;^^ :  s^^; :  cuuu^™^^:nr,s^;:^KS 

?„"ded.n.oracus.omed  channels,  hu.  s'.,H  full  !  on  .he  contrary,  "".bats  ,.,  because  ■>  -1^  J«,n,V 

rn^d  ±:ni;t;:^-«Ls-irt"do'^-.r  ti;  reTfcieir "  J  ;?^r,^;;i.:  Jo  rmt. 

mtLns  has  lien  sustained  w.thout  fainting  or  I  manulac.uring  m.erest  of  tins  country  ?  Th.s  w 
S  utder'ThT.remendous  pressure  of  the,, Les,  ;  .he  more  i">n'«l»^  J«"°»  ^, ''7J„'"e"°e^ 
shall  we  her  riffhitul  guardians  and  protector^^,  Mv  views,  in  relation  to  it.  are  soon  expressea 
refu  e  to  lighten  officially  her  immense  burdens,  and  easily  understood.  To  the  manufacture  of 
or  lesson  by  every  possible  means  of  legislation,  cotton  and  woollen  goods,  of  iron  and  glass  flax, 
the  durai.on  ot' U  at  Ug  minority  amon|  nations  and  hemp,  and  lead,  and  all  other  manufactures, 
o  which  she  must  otherwise  necessarily  be  sub-  ,  the  material  of  which  we  either  possess,  or  can 
•^ted  ^  create  in  abundance,  and  which  are  indisf^ensable 

I   have  spoken  incidentally  of  the  disastrous  '  for  our  security  and  independence  m  peace  and 
po  icy  wh  eh  we  have  pursued.     One  moment,  ,  war,  I  would  grant  ample,  and,  as  rapidly  as  c.r- 
S?    m  explanation   of  this  policy,  of  its  origm,  i  cumstances  would   permit,  '^<^^^;;^/XT^hT^^^ 
progress,  and  results.     A  state  of  universal  war-  i  Between  these,  and  the  innumerable  other  art.c^s 
?are^in  Europe,  by  putting  into  requisition  our  en-  >  which  constitute  a  great  mass  ol  our  fo^e-gn  com- 
ire  commercial  and  agricultural  energies,  flooded  .  raerce,  I  would  draw  a  line  of  perpetual  d isiinc- 
us  with  weaUh.     Success,  by  intoxicating,  lulled  :  lion.     The  first  as  1  have  observed,     -^^u\dp^o. 
us  into  a  delusion  in  relation  to  our  real  and  per-  !  tect  amply   and   immediately.      For   the  last,   I 
manent    interests,  unhappily   as   profound    as    it ':  would  remain  dependent  upon  foreign  nations  or 
became  universal  and  alarming.     And  when  the  ,  reserve  as  subjects  for  future  »^g'^j^»J^°-^,J' '^' 
shock  of  reaction,  consequent  to  the  sudden  and  i  sir,  very  briefly  expressed,  is  the  manufacturing 
universal   peace  which  succeeded,  awakened  us  i  policy  which  I  am  disposed  to  advocate  and  ol 
from  our  golden  dreams,  we  were  absolutely  as-  :  which  this  bill,  as  onpxnaUy  reporUd  by  the  Lomr 
tounded  to  di>cover   that   bread  could    grow  in  -  viitttt,  was  a  fair  exposition  ;  a  policy  equally  re- 
other  soils,  and    enterprise  flourish  under  other  '  moved  from  the  system  of  bounties  and  monopo- 
flags      Our  great  markets  closed  suddenly  upon    lies  on  the  one  part,  as  from   the  visionary  and 
u-  and  the  convulsion  which  succeeded  forms  a  :  degrading  system  of  foreign  dependence  and  un- 
mtmorable  epoch  in  our  history,  and  would  have  i  restricted   commerce  on    the   other.        A   policy 
proved   inexpressibly  jeopardous  to  the  safety  of  |  '  which  purports  not  to  protect  the  manufacture  ol 
the  body  politic,  had  not  the  redeeming  spirit  of  ,  '  gold  and  silver;  not  the  velvets  of  Lyons,  or  the 
our  institutions  interposed  to  save  it  from  dissolu-  | '  silks  of  Spitalfields;  not  the  lawns  ot  brussels, 
lion      And  even  at  tins  moment,  it  is  not  difficult  1 '  or  the  laces  of  Cambray  ;  not  the  clinquaillerie 
to  perceive,  that  a  silent  but  powerful  cause  of  [' or  the  bijouterie  of  Pans  or  Birmingham,  but  such 
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'  as  we  feel  the  want  of  in  time  of  war,  and  such  | 
'  as  may  fairly  be  regarded  as  of  prime  necessity,  j 
'  or  immediately  connected  with  agricultural ' 
'  wants  and  pursuits." — Pm/egsor  Cooper.  j 

And  this  policy,  whatever  may  be  said  or  im-  | 
agined  to  the  contrary,  is  the  growing,  and   is,  j 
indeed,  already  the  favorite  policy  of  the  Araeri-  j 
can  people.     It  is  an  appeal  to  their  interests,  their 
patriotism,  and  experience,  which,  from  its  very  ' 
nature,  must  be  irresistible.     And  gentlemen  may  i 
denounce  the  bill  in  the  bitterest  possible  manner;  \ 
they  may  originate  for  it,  and  affix  to  it  the  most 
opprobrious  epithets;  and   they   surely   have  be- 
trayed no  lack  of  capacity  in  this  respect;  they 
may  hold  it  up  to  public  reproach,  to  public  ex- 
ecration, as  high  and  as  perspicuously  as  they  are 
able — stigmatizing  it   as  a   tax,  levied   most  un- 
righteously upon  the  agricultural  community  ;  as 
"an  odious  monopoly,"  calculated  to  benefit  the 
few  at  the  expense  of  the  many  ;  as  a  "voracious 
idol,"  which  is  to  swallow  up  all  the  other  inter- 
ests of  the  country  ;  as  "a  vast  experiment,"  got 
up  lor  the  amusement  of  speculative  politicians; 
or,  finally,  as  "a  hateful  and  accursed  measure," 
which  is  to   bring  down  upon  the  Republic  disso- 
lution, penury,  and  pauperism.     But,  sir,  in  de- 
spite of  this  host  of  imaginary  evils — of  this  storm 
of  epithets,  which  gentlemen  have  literally  show- 
ered upon  the  bill,— its  policy,  the  American  pol- 
icy  of  the   Speaker — will    prevail — will    remain 
fixed  and  irreversible — its  foundation  being  deeply 
sunk  in  public  opinion — in  the  confidence,  favor, 
and  affections  of  the  people. 

Permit  me  now  to  make  a  few  general  observa- 
tions upon  the  bill.     If  there  be  a  principle  in  po- 
litical economy,  or  any  other  science,  entitled  to 
unquestionable  assent,  it  is,  that  commercial  re- 
Rtnctions,  or  a  tarifl'  of  duties,  calculated  to  pro- 
tect the  manufacturing  or  home  industry,  is  indis- 
pensably  necessary,   in   the  present  slate  of  the 
world,  to  develope  the  resources,  and  establish  the 
wealth  of  nations.     It  is  a  principle  sustained  by 
the  universal   testimony  of  the  present  and  the 
past.     Its  truth  is  written  in  letters  emphatically 
of  gold,  in  the  history  of  every  country  that  has 
adopted  it,  and  marked,  on  the  contrary,  in  char- 
acters of  ruin  and  bankruptcy,  and  utter  extinc- 
tion, in  the  examples  of  such  as  have  rejected  or 
abandoned   it.     Ii  is  the  great  wand,  indeed,  of 
the  magician,  which,  when  stretched  over  nations, 
sheds    upon    the  most   unpropitious    regions   the 
bounties  and  blessings  of  Providence;  but  which, 
rever.sed,  withers  away  from  the  fairest  portions 
of  the  globe   the  munificence  of  nature.      Lan- 
guage, Mr.  Speaker,  as  unequivocal  as  this,  will 
probably  be  denounced  as  declamation  ;  but  it  is 
notwithstanding  the  sober  evidence  of  experience, 
in  every  period  of  the  civilized  world.     Consult 
both  ancient  and  modern  history,  and   you   will 
find  the  restrictive  system,  either  in  its  natural  or 
artificial    existences,    virtually    the    basis    upon 
which  every  nation  has  erected  the  superstructure 
of  its  distinction  and  wealth.     It  was  this  prin- 
ciple which,  upwards  of  thirty  centuries  ago,  col- 
lected  upon  the  rock  of  Tyre  the  riches  of  the 
ancient  world,  and  which  in  modern  Europe  has 


given  to  Venice  and  Genoa,  to  Holland  and  Eng- 
land, a  rank  and  influence  among  nations  entirel/ 
denied  them  by  the  dispositions  of  Providence. 
Since  the  agitation  of  this  subject,  I  h»ve  exam- 
ined, or  rather  glanced  over,  the  history  of  every 
distinguished  modern  nation  in  its  relation  to  man- 
ufactures. And  it  is  a  striking  and  gratifying  fact 
to  observe  in  every  instancecivilization  and  science, 
intelligence,  and  freedom,  dominion  and  wealth, 
following  in  their  footsteps.  From  the  modern 
Greeks,  (in  the  twelfth  century  the  most  polished 
people  in  Europe,)  they  passed  to  the  Venetians 
and  Lombards.  From  the  Lombards  to  the  Han- 
seatic  towns  of  Germany  and  Holland;  from 
Holland  to  France  and  England.  An  imposing 
and  magnificent  march — destined  to  receive  its 
final  consummation,  (who  will  presume  to  doubt  ?) 
in  the  land  of  Fulton  and  Franklin. 

But  the  early  manufacturing  cities  and  nations 
of  Europe,  the  gentleman  from  V'irginia  (Mr.  Bar- 
bour) who  opened  this  discussion  says,  have  dis- 
appeared— have  perished  from  the  earth.  And 
the  eloquent  gentleman  seems  to  deduce  from  this 
fact  a  general  argument  against  the  manufac- 
turing interest,  as  tending  more  than  any  other 
interest,  from  the  contingent  and  perishable  na- 
ture of  its  capital,  to  hasten  prematurely,  the  decay 
ol  nations.  But  alas!  sir,  upon  what  communi- 
ties, however  constituted,  does  the  breath  of  time 
alone  pass  over,  not  to  blight  or  destroy  ?  The 
Eternal  City  itself  is  sinking  beneath  the  influ- 
ences of  an  agent  the  most  fearful  and  mysterious 
in  Its  march  of  desolation  of  any  of  the  hitherto 
visitations  of  the  Almighty.  The  cities  and  re- 
publics referred  to  were  the  creations  of  accident — 
of  fortuitous  circumstances,  from  the  beginning. 
And  they  have  declined  and  perished  by  being 
absorbed  by  the  nations  around  ihem  possessing 
from  nature  most  extensive  manufacturing  ad- 
vantages, and  availing  themselves  of  them. 

It  is  with  nations,  Mr.  Speaker,  as  with  indi- 
viduals;  and  the  economy  of  nations,  it  has  beea 
said  during  the  debate,  should  be  represented  in 
miniature  by  the  economy  of  well  regulated  fam- 
ilies.    1   subscribe  with  pleasure  to  the  doctrine. 
And  the  whole  policy  of  the  bill  before  us  may  be 
beautifully  illustrated  by  the  family  of  an  Ameri- 
can farmer.     The  farmer,  in  all  the  essentials  of 
life,  of  food,  and   clothing,  is  perfectly   indepen- 
dent.    Accidental  circumstances — a  state  of  war, 
for  example — brings  to  him,  as  it  brings  to  every 
one,  embnarrassments  and   privations;  but  it  does 
not,  it  cannot,  abridge  materially  the  necessaries, 
or  even    the  conveniences  and    comforts  of  his 
houeehold.    He  is  independent.    But,  independent 
as  he  is,  he  is  willing  to  continue  dependent  upon 
other  countries  for  the  finer  articles  of  clothing,  and 
'  the  luxuries  of  his  table.     And  such  is  the  nature 
of  the  independence  which  this  bill  contemplates 
to  give  to  this  country.     I  have  not  lime  to  ex- 
tend the  illusiration  further.     Yes,  sir;  it  is  in- 
deed with  nations  as  with   individuals.     And,  if 
there  be  in  national  economy  a  spectacle  more 
gratifying  than  the  independence  of  an  American 
fanner,  it  will  only  be  found  in  that  more  extended 
and  magnificent  spectacle — the  independence  of 
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this  great  Republic— with  ail  its  interests,  agri- 
cultural, commercial,  and  manufacturing,  aided, 
sustained,  advanced,  and  carried  to  perfection. 

But,  what  kind  of  tariff  would  gentlemen   be 
willing  to  tolerate  ?     What,  I  repeat,  is  the  nature 
of  the  commercial  system  which  they  are  disposed 
to  establish  as  the  permanent  policy  of  this  coun- 
try ?     It  is  something  which  I  can  scarcely  com- 
prehend, and  certainly  not  define.     Something,  I 
presume,  graduated   to  the  minimum  of  an  ordi- 
nary revenue  law.  and  based  upon  the  principle  of 
Adam  Smith,  that  national  prosperity  is  best  pro- 
moted by  an  entire  dissolution  of  commercial  re-  1 
slrictions — by  a  free  and  liberal  intercourse  among 
nations.     Come,  then,  let  us  test  for  a  moment 
this  specious,  captivating  theory.     Let  us  pursue 
this  free,  this  liberal  system,  to  its  legitimate,  its  ul- 
timate consequences.    Repeal  your  revenue  laws  ; 
raze  your  custom-houses  to  their  foundations;  give 
your  commercial  restrictions,  of  every  description,  j 
to  the  winds  ;  and,  after  you  have  achieved  these  1 
triumphs  over  the  institutions — the  delusions,  if 
you  please,  of  ages — go  reap  the  golden,  glorious  ^ 
harvest  which  awaits  you.     Alas  !  you  have  sown  | 
in  the  winds  and  must  reap  the  desolation  of  the  ; 
•whirlwind.    The  Kalmuc  of  the  Crimea  will  sup- 

fly  you  with  bread  ;  the  Copt  of  Egypt,  and  the 
ndian  of  Bengal  with  cotton  ;  England,  as  for- 
merly, with  your  household  furniture,  and  France 
with  the  articles  of  your  wardrobe.  Your  great 
interests  paralyzed ;  your  agriculture  languish-  I 
ing;  commerce  declining;  manufactures  perish- { 
ing  ;  your —  But,  sir,  I  cannot,  will  not  finish  the 
picture.  It  is  too  utterly  repulsive  and  extrava- 
gant. But,  repulsive  as  it  is,  and  extravagant  as 
It  may  seem  to  be,  it  is  a  picture  faithfully  correct, 
and  exhibits,  in  strong  relief,  the  desolation  and 
extremity  to  which  the  favorite  system  of  gentle- 
men opposed  to  this  tariff — the  system  of  unre- 
stricted commerce,  in  the  present  state  of  the 
world,  if  adopted  and  persevered  in,  would  neces- 
sarily and  rapidly  reduce  us. 

But  gentlemen  contend  that  manufactures  will 
naturally  arise  whenever  population   acquires  a 
certain  degree  of  density  ;  that  capital  will  seek 
its   most  profitable  investments ;   will   How  into 
its  most  profitable  channels ;  and,  consequently, 
that  the  interference  of  Government  to  give  it  im- 
pulse or  direction,  is  to  be  deprecated  as  intrusive, 
unnecessary,  and  unjust.    I  do  not  say,  Mr.  Speak- 
er, that  such  opinions  are  either  "jargon  or  non- 
sense ;"  these  would  be  ungracious  terms,  notwith- 
standing their  recent  application,  from  a  distin- 
guished quarter  of  the  House,   to  a  proposition 
apparently  obvious  and  irresistible.    But  1  doicon- 
tend,  that  the  doctrine  which  maintains  that  man- 
ufactures will  arise  of  themselves,  in  the  present 
age  of  stern  and   universal  competition,  without 
the   aid   and    protection  of  Government,   if  not 
"jargon  or  nonsense,"  is  mockery — the  bitterest 
mockery.     They  cannot  arise.     It  is  true,  that  the 
ordinary  domestic  manufactures   may  arise  and 
flourish,  as  they  have  arisen  and  fiourished,  in  a 
remarkable  manner  among  us.    But  the  greater 
manufactures,   national  manufactures — the  man- 
ufactures  devoted   to  the  great  articles  of  com- 


^ 


iQ^rce—^annot  be  established  or  sustained  with- 
ont  the  fostering  and  unceasing  aid  of  commercial 
restrictions.  They  will  otherwise  fail,  and  sink, 
and  perish,  and  be' withered  away  from  the  face  of 
the  earth,  before  the  skill,  the  competition,  and  en- 
terprise, of  older  and  more  protected  nations. 

But  England,  gentlemen  say,  is  tired  of  the 
restrictive   system,  and  willing   and   anxious  to 
abandon  it.     This  fact,  Mr.  Speaker,  if  establish- 
ed, would   prove  a  strong  argument  against  us, 
inasmuch  as  we  depend  much  upon  the  example 
of  England  for  the  illustration  and  defence  of  our 
doctrines.     But  what  facts  do  gentlemen  adduce, 
to  prove  that  England  is  really  tired  of  the  restric- 
tive system,  and  willing  to  abandon  it  1     Is  it 
from  the  occasional  declamation  which  we  hear, 
and  to  which  we  have  been  referred,  in  the  Eng- 
lish Parliament;  or  is  it  from  the  letters  of  Eng- 
lish commercial  agents ;  or  from  essays  in  Eng- 
lish newspapers  and  reviews,  written  designedly 
to  mislead  and  bewilder  other  nations — particu- 
larly this  country?     Is  it  from  sources  like  these 
that  gentlemen  have  deduced  the  proposition  that 
I  England  is  tired  of  her  commercial  system,  (the 
!  restrictive  system,)  and   willing  to  abandon  it? 
'  England  tired  of  her  commercial  system  !     Sir,  it 
is  a  system  so  interwoven  with  every  tissue  and 
fibre  of  her  existence,  that  the  relaxation  of  a  mo- 
ment would  seriously  endanger  its  vitality.     Eng- 
land tired  of  her  commercial  system !     England 
lis  self-styled  "the  fast-anchored    island"  —  "the 
}  mistress  of  the  seas."     Let  her  but  abandon  her 
;  commercial  system,  and  the  bark — the  proud,  proud 
'  bark — of  her  destinies  will  be  driven,  almost  in- 
I  stantaneously,   from    Us    innumerable    mooring, 
i  and  soon  dismantled  and  a  wreck,  with  the  bil- 
lows  of  the  ocean  dashing  over  it !     England  tired 
'  of  her  commercial  system  1    England  is  the  Q,ueen 
of  Islands  —  the  great    mart  of  the   commercial 
world.     Let  her  but  abandon  her  commercial  sys- 
tem, and  this  day  and  generation  shall  not  pass, 
I  before  she  shall  become  desolate  and  a  waste,  and 
I  present  to  history,  like  the  Babylon  of  the  Apoca- 
;  lypse,  a  mighty  and  memorable  ruin,  !rom  age  to 
'  age.  forever.     England  tired  of  her  commercial 
system !     But,  why  should   England  be  tired  of 
her  commercial  system  ?     Has  it  failed  to  accom- 
I  plish  any  of  the  great  objects  for  which  it  was 
e:>tablished  ?     On  the  contrary,  has  it  not  rendered 
i  her  distinguished  and  wealthy  and  powerful  be- 
1  yond   all   example,  and   beyond   all  calculation  1 
•  We  are  told  in  Eastern  fables  of  gold  unbounded 
I — of  riches  inconceivable.     We  read   in   classic 
I  history  of  Plutus  and  Midas  and  the  golden  sands 
1  of  Pactolus.      But   these   fables  —  these  brilliant 
dreams  of  poetry  and  romance — have  been  real- 
ized— ay,  more  than  realized — by  the  commercial 
sy&tem  of  England.     Her  land  is  the  land  of  pal- 
aces ;  her  streams  are  richer  than  the  sands  of  the 
Lydian  river;  and  her  commercial  and  manufac- 
turing cities  present  wealth  more  abundant  than 
the  gold  of  the  modern  Ophir,  or  the  multiplied 
productions  of  the  hither  and  further  India.     But, 
with  all  her  wealth,  England  is.  notwithstanding, 
gentlemen  observe,  the  land  of  debt  irredeemable, 
of  paupers,  and  taxation.      True,  sir,  true;    the 
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result,  however,  of  every  cause  rather  than  her 
protective  system — of  her  ruinous  and  intermina- 
ble wars ;  of  the  bitter  blessings  of  legitimacy  ;  of 
kings  and  courts  and  pensioners  ;  and  that  all- 
pervading  and  unceasing  spirit  of  parade  and 
expenditure,  which,  by  the  perversion  of  public 
opinion,  is  regarded  as  indispensable  for  throwing 
a  becoming  splendor  round  the  altar  and  the 
throne;  and  sustaining,  what  Burke  has  absurdly 
denominated  the  grace  and  majesty  of  a  great 
people! 

But,  sir,  the  very  fact  that  England  has  been 
enabled  to  accumulate  her  immense  debt,  and 
sustain  herself  under  its  tremendous  pressure,  ap- 
pears to  me  to  carry  with  it  strong  evidences  of 
the  extraordinary  influences  of  her  system  upon 
the  resources  and  wealth  of  nations.  There  are 
several  facts  which  so  strongly  illustrate  the  re- 
sults of  her  restrictive  system,  that  I  must  be  per- 
mitted to  present  them  to  the  House.  The  reve- 
nue of  England  has  amounted,  in  a  single  year, 
the  Speaker  has  informed  us,  to  four  hundred  mil- 
lions of  dollars  !  An  unprecedented  fact  in  finan- 
cial history.  Again,  sir.  The  annual  interest  of 
the  English  national  debt  amounts,  at  present,  to 
between  one  hundred  and  fifty  and  one  hundred 
and  sixty  millions  of  dollars!  a  sum  greatly  ex- 
ceeding the  whole  interest  and  principal  of  the 
national  debt  of  this  country;  and  which,  more- 
over, is  sufficient  to  provide  for,  and  maintain 
comfortably  at  one  great  public  table,  the  entire 
population  of  the  United  Kingdom  forever!  But, 
sir,  there  is  another  fact  which  exhibits  the  re- 
sources and  wealth  of  England  to  an  extent  still 
more  unprecedented  and  extraordinary.  In  1798, 
when  the  genius  of  the  modern  Cfcsar  was  carry- 
ing the  victorious  arms  of  the  French  Republic 
over  Europe;  at  a  moment  when  the  excessive 
loaning  system  of  Pitt  had  excited  dismay  and 
consternation  throughout  the  moneyed  circles,  and 
the  Kingdom  itself  seemed  tottering  upon  the 
brink,  if  not  of  revolution,  at  least  of  some  great 
convulsion — at  this  moment,  I  say,  of  universal 
despondency,  the  idea  was  conceived  that  the  at- 
titude of  the  nation  might  still  be  preserved,  and 
the  vast  expenditures  of  the  war  successfully  met 
by  additional  impositions  upon  the  revenue  and 
income  of  the  people  of  England,  or,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  the  Exchequer,  by  creating  the  supplies 
within  the  year.  The  idea  was  adopted;  Eng- 
land was  thrown  upon  her  own  resources;  and, 
in  less  than  twenty-three  years,  in  addition  to  the 
loans  and  the  ordinary  war  taxes  of  the  Kingdom, 
already  carried  to  the  supposed  maximum  of  pos- 
sible payment  or  endurance,  upwards  of  three 
thousand  millions  of  dollars  were  realized  from 
the  internal  revenues  of  the  Kingdom;  a  sum 
largely  transcending  the  entire  wealth  dug,  for 
ages  past,  from  all  the  mines  of  all  the  world.  A 
single  remark  more  in  relation  to  England.  Con- 
trast her  situation,  for  a  moment,  with  any  other 
country  that  has  pursued  an  opposite  commercial 
system — with  Spain,  for  example.  England  is, 
naturally,  the  land  of  mist  and  gloom;  a  com- 
paratively barren  island  in  the  Northern  ocean  : 
Spain,  the  roost  delightful  region  in  the  temperate 


zone.  Three  hundred  years  ago  Spain  wan  rich 
and  powerful — so  much  for  the  industry  of  the 
Saracens:  England,  poor  and  resourceless.  About 
this  period,  they  exchanged  commercial  systems, 
or  rather,  they  adopted  new  ones;  and  the  result, 
after  the  lapse  of  three  centuries,  is  before  the 
world.  England  sways  a  sceptre,  compared  with 
which,  the  power  of  the  Roman  Caesars  shrinks 
to  nothing.  But  Spain — sir,  it  would  be  as  pos- 
sible to  give  form  and  stature,  and  liesh  and  blood, 
to  the  ashes  of  her  ancient  kings,  as  to  extort,  by 
any  nossible  means  of  legislation,  from  the  entire 
population  of  the  Spanish  monarchy,  the  ordinary 
revenue  of  England  for  a  single  year.  And  yet, 
sir,  such  is  the  result,  the  splendid,  the  magnifi- 
cent, the  almost  inconceivable  result,  of  a  system 
which  is  so  bitterly  denounced,  even  in  its  least 
exceptionable  parts,  in  its  application  to  this 
country  ! 

I  will  detain  the  House  but  a  few  moments 
longer.  But,  before  I  take  my  seat,  I  must  be 
permitted  to  express  my  surprise  and  regret  at  the 
extraordinary  excitement  which  the  system  under 
consideration  has  produced.  It  embraces  no  mo- 
nopoly. On  the  contrary,  there  is  not  an  article 
which  it  purports  to  protect,  which  time  alone, 
unaided  and  unprotected,  would  not  establish. 
No,  sir.  The  policy  of  this  bill,  I  mean  the  policy 
of  efficient  protection  to  the  great  objects  of  our 
industry,  is  no  sickly  exotic,  whose  miserable  ex- 
istence can  only  be  sustained  by  unceasing  nur- 
ture and  protection,  but  the  hardy  natire  plant 
that,  unassisted,  attains  slowly  to  maturity,  but 
which  strikes  its  roots  deeply,  and  extends  its 
branches  loftily  in  proportion  to  the  care  and  pro- 
tection which  we  award  to  it. 

The  adversaries  of  the  bill  affect  to  regard  it  as 
a  question,  whether  we  shall,  or  shall  not  become, 
a  manufacturing  people.  This  is  not  the  ques- 
tion. We  are  already  a  manufacturing  people; 
the  greatest,  with  the  exception  of  France  and 
England,  in  the  world — at  least  in  the  Christian 
world.  We  manufacture,  by  computation,  from 
one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  millions  of 
dollars  worth  of  fabrics — similar  articles  of  which 
we  imported,  or  the  greater  part  of  which  we 
imported,  before  and  since  the  Revolution,  from 
England,  France,  and  Holland.  The  monuments 
of  our  dependence  upon  the  old  world,  are  yet 
every  where  visible.  Within  our  immediate  vis- 
ion stands  a  house  (and  such  houses  are  found 
in  all  the  Atlantic  States,)  built  of  imported  ma- 
terials, and  constructed  probably — for  in  many 
instances  houses  were  so  constructed — by  Eu- 
ropean artificers.  The  progress  indeed  which 
we  have  made  in  every  department  of  useful  in- 
dustry is  unexampled.  And  if  gentlemen  would 
but  look  back  and  observe  what  we  have  accom- 
plished for  the  last  thirty  years,  by  means  of  our 
own  unassisted  energies  ;  and  then  look  forward 
for  the  same  period,  and  reflect  upon  what  these 
energies — stimulated  and  sustained  by  protective 
laws,  and  operating  on  the  rapid  development  of 
our  internal  wealth  and  resources,  may  and  must 
accomplish,  a  single  glance  at  the  brilliant  pros- 
pect would  be  sufficient — at  least  should  be  suf- 
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all   doubts — to   extinguish   all 


relation    to   the   policy  under 


ficient  to  remove 
apprehensions,  in 
consideration. 

But  I  despair  of  being  able  to  direct  the  atten- 
tion of  gentlemen  either  to  the  past  or  the  future. 
They  are  so  deeply  interested  with  the  present 
moment,  in  combatting  the  shadows — the  Gor- 
gons  and  Chimeras,  wtiich  imagination  has  con- 
jured up  from  this  bill,  that  both  precedent  and 
prospect  are  alike  lost  upon  them. 

But  the  bill  is  further  denounced  as  a  novel 
project — as  a  vast  and  wanton  experiment— as  a 
bill  containing  new  and  extraordinary  principles. 
Sir,  it  is  neither  project  nor  experiment.  It  con- 
tains no  new  nor  uncommon  principles. 

Its  principles,  indeed,  are  as  ancient  as  history ; 
and  have  been  incorporated  into  the  policy  of 
eT%ry  nation,  distinguished  for  success  in  com- 
merce or  the  arts.  A  novel  project!  Sir,  it  is  the 
policy  we  combat — the  unresiriclive  system  of 
modern  economists,  the  dissolution  of  all  tariffs — 
which  is  the  real  novelty  of  the  day.  A  system 
captivating  in  theory,  but  totally  inapplicable  to 


ernment  will  protect  their  rights. — Referred  to  the 
Committee  ot  the  whole  House  on  the  slate  of  the 

Union. 

The  Speaker  also  presented  a  petition,  signed 
by  Thomas  Law,  Walter  Jones,  and  Elias  B. 
Caldwell,  a  committee  appointed  at  a  public  meet- 
ing of  the  citizens  of  Washington,  praying  the  at- 
tention of  Congress  to  the  pecuniary  embarrass- 
ment of  the  country,  and  the  establishment  of  a 
national  paper  currency,  as  best  calculated  to 
remedy  the  evil.— Referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Webster,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, reported  a  bill  to  divide  the  district  of 
Kentucky  into  two  judicial  districts;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Rich,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  made 
a  report  on  the  petition  of  John  Mitchell,  accom- 
panied with  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gdrley,  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 


the  present  slate  and  temper  of  the  commercial  expediency  of  relinquishing  to  the  parish  of  West 
world.  The  age  of  free  commerce,  like  the  miUe-  j  ggton  Rouge,  in  Louisiana,  the  title  of  the  United 
nium  of  Patmos,  the  reign  of  universal  peace,  is  ,  gt.^tes  to  a  tract  of  land  containing  about  eight 


evidently  reserved  for  tunes  less  stern  than  ours 
The  temple  of  Janus,  we  may  confidently  pre-  | 
diet,  will  be  closed  for  the  last  time,  and  forever, 
among   men,    before    its  revolutions   commence. 
But  to  close  my  remarks — What  sir,  is  the  real 
nature  of  the   bill  before  us?    of  this   "fearful, 
frightful  bill?''    of  this   "stamp   act   measure?" 
which  IS  to  be  the  precursor,  if  we  are  to  credit 
the   honorable   gentleman    from    Virginia,    (Mr. 
RANnoLPH,)  who   immediately  preceded  me,  of 
rebellion  and   revolution?    of  this  '-fire-brand," 
which  is  about  to  be  thrown  (not  indeed  into  the 
Ottoman  empire  but)  into  a  region  of  spirits  infin- 
itely  more   tiery  and   formidable  than    Turk  or 
Greek — the  South?    W^hat  I  demand  is  the  real 
nature — the  pervading  spirit — the  grand  design 
of  the  bill  before  us?  Sir,  the  full  front  and  face 
of  Its  offending,  is  ihi.s,  and  simply  this,  to  secure 
to  American  industry,  by  a  liberal,  progressive, 
and  protective  tariff,  ibe  monopoly  of  our  own 
resources — of  that   vast  manufacturing  material, 
which    nature,   in    her    munificence,   has    every 
where  created  around  us,  in  immeasurable  abun- 
dance. 

I  have  nothing  further  to  add,  but  to  thank  the 
House  for  its  indulgence,  and  apologize  for  having 
trespassed  so  long  upon  its  time. 


Friday,  April  16. 

The  Speaker  presented  a  memorial  of  John 
Ross,  George  Lowrey,  Major  Ridge,  and  Elijah 
Hicks^  delegates  from  the  Cherokee  nation  of  In- 
dians, representing  the  unwillingness  of  the  Cher- 
okees  to  abandon  the  territory  upon  which  they 
now  reside,  declaring  their  determination  to  pur- 
sue peaceably,  agriculture,  manufactures,  and  the 
mechanic  arts,  and  praying  that  the  General  Gov- 


acres  front  on  the  Mississippi,  for  the  purpose  of 
making  and  keeping  in  repair  a  levee  on  said  land. 
Bills  from  the  Senate,  of  the  following  titles, 
viz: 

1st.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Hezekiah  Langley 
and  Benjamin  M.  Belt; 

2d.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  ThadeusMayhew ; 
3d.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ichabod  Lord  Skin- 
ner ; 

4th.  An  act  to  alter  the  times  of  holding  the 
district  court  in  the  district  of  Missouri; 

5th.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Hewes; 
were,  severally,  read  the  first  and  second  time, 
and  referred  :  the  1st,  to  the  Committee  of  Claims ; 
the  2d,  to  the  Committee  of  Claims;  the  3d,  to 
the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals;  the  4th,  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  ;  and  the  5th,  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

A  Message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  to   vit:    "An   act  for  enclosing  the  burial 
ground  of  Christ  Church,  Washington  parish  ;" 
"  An  act  to  provide  for  the  sale  of  the  warehouse 
at  the  former  quarantine  ground,  near  the  Eng- 
lish Turn,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  for  the 
erection  of  a  dwelling  house  at  the  Balize,  in  the 
said  State,  for  the  use  of  the  boarding  officer  at 
that  place,  and  for  other  purposes;"  "  An  act  sup- 
plementary to  an  act  of  Congress,  passed  on  the 
30th  day  of  June,  1812,  entitled  'An  act  making 
further  provision  for  settling  the  claims  to  land  in 
the  Territory  of  Missouri ;' "  "  An  act  for  the  relief 
ofElijah  Van  Syckel,  of  Philadelphia;"  and  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Shields ;"  in  which 
hills   the    Senate   ask    the   concurrence   of    this 
House. 

Three  Messages  were  received  from  the  Presi- 
dent OF  THB  United  States,  to  wit: 
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viarr. 
To  the  Ihute  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives  a  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  War,  containing  the  information 
requested  bj  a  resolution  of  the  House,  dated  25ih 
ultimo,  showing  the  reason  why  ihe  engineers  ap- 
pointed to  examine  the  most  suitable  site  for  a  national 
armory  on  the  Western  waters,  have  not  made  their 
report. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Afril  16,  1824. 

The  Message  and  report  were  laid  upon  the 
table. 

SEcono. 

To  the  House  of  Representatives  oftlte  United  States : 

In  complianc«  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Represenutives  of  the  8th  of  April,  requesting  infor- 
mation whether  the  5ih  section  of  the  act  of  the  3d 
March,  1803,  relating  to  a  township  of  land,  lying 
within  John  Cleve  Symmes'  patent,  had  been  executed, 
and,  if  not,  what  reasons  had  prevented  it,  I  transmit  a 
report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  which  af- 
fords the  information  desired. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Apbil  16,  1824. 

The  Message  and  report  were  laid  upon  the 
table. 

THIRD. 

To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  : 

I  herewith  transmit  to  the  House  of  Reprei^enta- 
tivM  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  which  con- 
taios  the  information  requested  by  a  resolution  of  the 
8th  instant,  re«pccting  the  proposals  that  were  made 
by  certain  Indians  therein  described,  of  the  Cherokee 
nation,  for  the  cession  of  their  lands  to  the  United 
States. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

April  16,  1824. 

The  Message  and  report  were  committed  to  the 
Committee  ot  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

AFRICAN  SLAVE  TRADE. 

Mr.  GovAN,  from  the  committee  to  which  was 
referred  so  much  of  the  President's  Message  as 
relates  to  the  suppression  of  the  African  slave 
trade,  reported  a  bill  respecting  the  slave  trade ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole.     The  bill  is  as  follows: 

Be  it  enacted,  4-c.,  That,  from  and  after  the  passing 
of  this  law,  if  any  citizen  of  the  United  States,  or  any 
person  resident  therein,  shall,  in  any  port  or  place 
whatsoever,  build,  or  in  any  respect  fit,  equip,  man, 
load,  or  otherwise  prepare,  or  cause  to  be  prepared,  or 
in  any  respect  fitted,  equipped,  manned,  or  otherwise 
prepared,  or  be  in  any  respect  concerned  in  equipping, 
manning,  or  preparing  any  ship  or  ve»el,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  being  employed  in  the  slave  trade,  or  in  the 
transportation  of  slaves  from  any  f«)reign  port  or  place 
to  any  foreign  port  or  place  whatsoever,  for  the  pur- 
pose aforesaid,  every  such  citizen  or  other  perMn,  so 
offending,  shall,  on  conviction,  be  punished  by  fine  not 
exceeding  five  thousand  dollars,  and  by  imprisonment 
not  exceeding  seven  years ;  and  such  ship  or  vessel, 


her  tackle,  apparel,  furniture,  provisions  and  cargo,  on 
board  thereof,  shall  be  forfeited.  And  any  citizen,  or 
other  person  resident  as  aforesaid^  who  shall  volunta- 
rily serve  on  board  such  ship  or  vessel,  or  shall  sail  on 
board  thereof,  knowing  the  same  to  be  intended  to  be 
employed  in  the  slave  trade,  or  in  the  transporlatioa 
ot  slaves  as  aforesaid^  shall,  on  conviction,  be  liable  to 
be  punished  by  fine  not  exceeding  three  thousand  dol- 
lars, and  by  imprisonment  not  exceeding  five  years. 

Sxc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  nothing  in 
this  act  contained  shall  be  construed  to  affect,  or  in 
any  wise  repeal,  any  acts  hitherto  passed  for  the  pro- 
hibition or  suppression  of  the  slave  trade;  but  the  same 
acts,  and  every  clause  thereof,  t>hall  remain  in  full 
force,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  this  act  bad  not  been 
made. 

CLAIM  OF  DANIEL  D.  TOMPKINS. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  on  the  claim  of  D.  D.  Tompkins,  which, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke,  was  laid  on  the  table  a 
day  or  two  ago,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Cocke  then  moved  to  recommit  the  report 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  wiih  in- 
structions to  report  a  bill.  This  motion  he  ground- 
ed on  the  fact  that,  to  agree  to  the  report  of  the 
committee,  would  only  leave  the  matter  where  it 
was  before.  He  proceeded  to  examine,  in  detail, 
the  report  of  the  committee,  in  part  of  which  he 
said  he  cordially  acquiesced,  being  willing  to  make 
every  just,  and  even  liberal  allowance  to  tins  in- 
dividual, and  in  other  particulars  of  which  he  was 
of  opinion  the  Government  was  not  bound  to  make 
to  Governor  Tompkins  any  indemnification  what- 
ever. He  specified  the  sort  of  allowances  which 
he  was  disposed  to  make,  and  those  to  which  he 
objected.  He  concluded  his  observations,  by  mov- 
ing the  instructions  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  to  report  a  bill,  viz: 

"  1st.  To  authorize  an  allowance  of  interest  on  all 
moneys  advanced  by  Daniel  D.  Tompkins  on  account 
of  the  United  States,  from  the  time  of  making  the  ad- 
vances until  its  repayment. 

"  2d.  To  provide  indemnity  for  actual  losses  sus- 
tained by  him  in  consequence  of  the  United  States 
failing  to  furnish  him  with  money  and  Treasury  note* 
within  the  time  stipulated,  and  on  account  of  which 
failure  the  losses  were  sustained." 

Mr.  Floyd,  of  Virginia,  made  a  few  remarks 
expressive  of  his  opinion,  that  the  most  liberal  ad- 
ju>tment  of  the  accounts  of  this  officer  should  be 
made.  He  would  not  only  settle  his  accounts 
liberally,  he  said,  but,  if  within  the  powers  of  this 
House,  he  would  vote  him  from  the  national  funds 
any  reasonable  amount  of  compensation  besides, 
for  the  eminent  services  he  has  rendered  his  coun- 
try. This  country  must  be  reduced  low,  indeed, 
if  it  was  not  disposed  to  remunerate  such  services 
as  his.  Such  a  man  as  Daniel  D.  Tompkins  was 
not  always  to  be  found  when  wanted.  The  virtue 
and  integrity  of  that  man  led  mainly  to  the  for- 
tunate termination  of  the  war  with  Great  Britain. 
He  would  not  trammel  the  settlement  of  his  ac- 
counts with  the  same  checks  and  restrictions  as 
are  required  upon  the  settlement  of  the  accounts 
of  a  disbursing  officer,  acting  under  prescribed 
rules;  for,  when  the  United  Slates  iiad  no  credit, 
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that  individual  had  not  spared  his  own — at  a  time, 
too,  when,  as  our  fleets  were  endeavoring  to  get 
to  sea,  there  were  wnen,  m  a  neighboring  State, 
who  showed  blue  lights  as  a  signal  to  the  enemy- 
The  destinies  of  this  nation  were,  in  a  manner,  in 
the  hands  of  that  man,  and  his  patriotism  and 
virtue  saved  us  from  disgrace  and  defeaf,  &c. 

Mr.  McLane  suggested  to  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  the  propriety  of  a  recommiiment,  with 
less  limited  instructions^ 

Mr.  Cocke  profesKJ  a  desire  to  do  every  thing 
that  justice  should  dictate  to  Governor  Tompkins, 
and  any  modification  of  the  instructions,  compat- 
ible with  that  view  of  the  subject,  he  was  willing 
to  assent  to. 

Mr.  McLane  then  expressed  his  views  of  this 
subject.     He  considered   it   unfortunate  that  the 
subject  had  been  again  brought  before  the  House, 
and  was  averse  to  a  recommitment  of  it  now,  be- 
cause it  was  at  too  late  a  period  of  the  session  to 
take  up  the  subject  de  novo,  and  act  upon  it.     He 
then  stated  what  was  the  particular  situation  of 
the  accounts  of  this  gentleman,  adverting  to  the 
act  of  Congress  passed  at  the  last  session,  and  the 
principles  of  the  report  of  the  select  committee  on 
which  that  act  was  founded.     At  that  time,  he 
suggested,  the  subject  of  these  accounts  underwent 
an  elaborate  discussion.     The  question,  whether 
or  not  it  was  proper  to  make  an  equitable  settle- 
ment of  the  claims  of  Governor  Tompkins,  was 
then  decided   in  the  aflBrmative.     If  the  House 
were  now  to  undertake  to  re>ettle  these  claims,  he 
did  not  know  when  any  settlement  of  a  principle 
by  this  House  was  to  be  considered  conclusive. 
There  must  be  some  end  to  questions  of  this  sort, 
and  he  was  desirous  that  the  same  weight  should 
be  given  to  decisions  on  questions  of  right  by  Con- 
gress, as  if  the  same  decisions  had  been  made  in 
a  court  of  justice.     On  the  question  of  commis- 
sions, for  which   the  President   was  disposed  to 
make  a  liberal  allowance  to  Governor  Tompkins, 
and  which  the  accounting  officers  were  disposed 
to  allow,  on  the  principles  usual  in  the  settlement 
of  ordinary  accounts,  Mr.  McL.  said,  that  Mr. 
Tompkins  had  procured  for  the  Government,  dur- 
ing the  war,  loans  of  money  for  the  use  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to  the  amount  of  one  million  eight  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  and  had  also  disbursed  those 
funds ;  and,  without  the  aid  which  it  thus  received 
from  this  individual,  every  one  must  know  that 
the  operations  of  the  war  would  have  been  exceed- 
ingly embarrassed.    For  this  service,  of  borrowing 
and  disbursement,  it  was  proposed  to  allow  him  a 
commission  of  five  per  cent.,  which  would  make 
an  amount  of  about  $95,000.    And  of  this  amount, 
Mr.  McL.  said,  there  wa^  a  sum  of  $460,000,  for 
which  the  Government  had  agreed  to  send  to  the 
Vice  Pres.ident  Treasury  notes  to  take  up  the  per- 
sonal notes  which  he  had  given  for  it.     But  the 
Treasury  notes  did  not  arrive  until  his  own  notes 
had  become  due  and  been  protested,  by  which  his 
credit  was  destroyed,  to  which,  in  a  great  degree, 
all  the  subsequent  losses  and  mi>fortunes  of  this 
gentleman  w^ere  to  be  attributed.   The  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  Mr.  McL.  said,  did  not  wish 
10  reinvestigate  this  case,  or  ihey  would  hare  been 


disposed  to  recommend  a  more  liberal  allowance 
than  was  propc»e<l.  If  instructed,  however,  by  the 
House,  it  would  be  their  duty  to  take  it  into  con- 
sideration. He  replied  to  some  other  suggestions 
of  Mr.  Cocke,  as  to  the  nature  of  the  services 
rendered  by  Mr.  Tompkins  in  the  capacity  of  a 
Major  General.  If  the  gentleman  had  had  an  op- 
portunity of  becominz  luUy  acquainted  with  the 
facts  on  the  subject,  he  would  have  learned  thai 
his  services,  in  that  capacity,  had  been  of  great 
importance.  On  one  occasion  he  had  left  his  fam- 
ily, then  in  a  deplorable  situation,  and  departed  in 
the  night  for  the  frontier,  where  he  called  forth  the 
militia,  and  at  that  moment  saved  the  country. 
The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  he  added, 
would  have  acceded  to  the  propositions  of  the  Vice 
President,  in  regard  to  the  difference  which  now 
exists  between  him  and  the  Government,  if  they 
had  not  considered  the  law  of  the  last  session  so 
broad  as  to  make  any  further  legislation  ou  the 
subject  unnecessary. 

Mr.  Hamilton  rose  to  testify  to  the  fact  of  the 
Vice  President  having  exercised  military  command 
during  the  war,  which  was  within  his  personal 
knowledge. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Cocke's 
motion,  and  decided  in  the  negative  by  a  large 
majority. 

And  the  question  was  then  taken  on  the  report 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  referring 
the  subject  back  to  the  final  decision  of  the  Presi- 
dent, and  decided  id  the  affirmative,  without  a 
division. 

THE  TARIFF   BILL. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  for  the  revision  of  the  several  acts  laying 
duties  upon  imports — the  question  being  on  Mr. 
Randolph's  motion  for  the  indefinite  postpone- 
ment of  the  bill. 

Mr.  McDuFFiE  rose  and  said,  the  unsolicited  in- 
dulgence of  the  House,  to  which  he  was  indebted  for 
the  opportunity  of  presenting  his  views  on  thii  in- 
teresting subject  to-day,  instead  of  being  compelled 
to  perform  that  duty  yesterday,  under  the  fatigue 
and  exhaustion  of  a  long  sitting,  had  laid  him 
under  obligations  of  which  he  was  profoundly  sen- 
sible. The  only  return,  however,  said  Mr.  McD., 
which  I  can  promise,  for  the  kindness  thus  shown 
to  rne,  is  the  brevity  of  the  remarks  which  I  pro- 
pose to  offer.  At  so  late  a  stage  of  this  already 
protracted  discussion,  I  cannot  flatter  myself  with 
the  expectation  that  I  shall  interest  the  attention 
of  the  House  by  the  novelty  of  my  arguments,  but 
must  be  content  to  indulge  the  hope  that  I  may  not 
exhaust  its  patience  by  their  prolixity. 

During  the  progress  of  this  debate  upon  the 
various  questions  which  have  arisen  upon  the  de- 
tails of  the  bill,  I  have  studiously  avoided  entering 
into  the  consideration  of  the  general  principles 
and  policy  of  the  protecting  system.  And  1  have 
done  so  in  compliance  with  this  general  rule,  by 
which  I  have  determined  to  regulate  my  conduct, 
so  long  as  1  have  the  honor  oi  a  seat  upon  this 
floor,  never  to  consume  the  time  of  the  House  by 
discussing  any  question  which  is  not  distinctly  be- 
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fore  it  for  consideration.  I  have  the  less  cause  to 
regret  having  thus  abstained  on  the  present  occa- 
sion, because  it  is  now  obvious  that  the  subject 
has  assumed  more  than  its  usual  interest,  as  well 
from  the  crisis  at  which  we  have  arrived,  as  from 
the  peculiar  circumstances  under  which  the  ques- 
tion is  now  presented  to  us.  In  all  the  various 
stages  of  our  proceedings,  we  have  still  had  before 
us  the  opportunity  of  reviewing  our  work.  But  the 
question  being  now  on  the  passage  of  the  bill,  what- 
ever decision  we  shall  make  upon  it,  will  be,  as  to 
us,  final  and  irrevocable.  And  we  are  called  upon 
to  give  this  final  sanction  to  the  measure,  with  the 
fact  clearly  ascertained,  that  it  cannot  be  adopted 
but  by  a  very  small  majority.  Waiving,  for  a 
moment,  any  inquiry  into  the  policy  of  protecting 
domestic  manufactures,  I  put  it  to  gentlemen  to 
say  whether  prudence  does  not  dictate,  even  to  the 
most  firm  and  independent  statesman,  that  a  mea- 
sure laying  very  heavy  burdens  upon  the  whole 
community — a  measure  which,  however  we  may 
speculate  upon  the  subject,  the  people  must  sensi- 
bly feel — a  measure  which  has  already  produced, 
in  some  parts  of  the  Union,  the  most  intense  ex- 
citement, ought  to  be  adopted  with  a  bare  majority 
of  the  national  repre.senta lives  in  its  favor  ?  Sir, 
a  Government  emanating  from  the  people,  and  re- 
sponsible to  public  opinion,  ought  not  to  be  indif- 
ferent to  this  prudential  consideraiion.  I  do  not 
profess  to  be  minutely  acquainted  with  the  Parlia- 
mentary history  of  Great  Britain  ;  but  I  hazard 
little  lu  asserting  that  no  British  Minister,  in  the 
height  of  his  ascendency,  would  venture  to  pass 
even  a  tax  bill  for  the  public  service,  to  the  extent 
of  this,  with  a  majority  so  small  as  that  which  has 
ordered  this  bill  to  its  third  reading. 

This  measure,  all  agree,  is  part  of  a  system  in- 
tended to  produce  a  great  and  fundamental  change 
in  the  policy  of  the  country — a  change,  to  be  ef- 
fected by  disturbing  the  relations  which  now  ex- 
ist between  the  different  portions  of  the  Union 
and  the  different  classes  of  society.  That  such  a 
change  as  this  can  be  produced  by  legal  regula- 
tions, operating,  of  necessity,  as  a  tax  upon  the 
people,  without  exciting  a  strong  feeling  of  popu- 
lar discontent,  not  to  .vay  indignation,  is  an  ex- 
pectation which  gentlemen  delude  themselves  if 
they  indulge.  An  acute  and  lively  sensibility  to 
every  invasion,  by  Government,  of  the  rights  of 
property,  is  one  of  the  strongest  characteristics  of 
freedom  in  modern  times;  and  there  is  no  people 
on  earth  more  distinguished  for  it  than  the  citi- 
zens of  the  United  Stales.  I  therefore  submit  it, 
respectfully,  to  the  consideration  of  the  friends  of 
the  manufacturing  interest  them.selves,  whether 
there  is  not  serious  danger  that  a  measure  of  this 
character,  enacted  by  a  lean  majority,  will  pro- 
duce a  reaction  among  the  people,  which  may  re- 
sult in  the  entire  prostration  of  the  system  they 
are  so  anxious  to  foster  and  extend. 

In  .soliciting  the  attention  of  the  House  to  a 
very  brief  examination  of  the  policy  of  this  mea- 
sure, it  is  far  from  my  intention  to  enter  into  a 
formal  dissertation  upon  the  general  principles  of 
political  economy.  This  is  neither  the  place  nor 
the  occasion  for  such  dissertations.    My  obserra- 
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tions  shall  be  confined  to  a  practical  examination 
of  the  question,  in  reference  to  the  actual  state  of 
things  in  this  country,  assuming,  as  a  basis,  a  few 
palpable  and  obvious  principles,  which  have  long 
ceased  to  be  questionable  in  the  estimation  of  the 
most  enlightened  philosophers  and  statesmen  of 
Europe. 

Whilst,  sir,  on  the  one   hand   I   unequivocally 
deny,  what  is  maintained  by  some,  that  manufac- 
turing industry  is,  in  itself,  more  profitable   than 
agricultural   or  commercial,  1  distinctly  disclaim 
the  notion,  maintained  by  others,  that  the  pursuits 
of  agriculture  are  more  profitable  than  those  of 
manufacture  or  commerce.     All  such  notions  are 
utterly  erroneous  and  visionary,  and  are  founded 
upon  a  misconception  of  what  it  is  ihat  consti- 
tutes wealth,  and  of  the  principles  which  regulate 
the  distribution   of  capital  and  labor.     What  is 
wealth  ?     The  wealth  of  a  nation  consists  in  the 
abundance  of  those  articles  which  administer  to 
the  necessities,  the  comfort.s,  and   the  luxuries  of 
life,  according  to  the  existing  habits  of  society. 
It  results  from  this,  that  a  combination  of  the 
products  of  agriculture  and  of  manufacture  is  es- 
sential to  the  wealth  of  a  civilized   community, 
such  as  exi.sts  in  the  United  States.    With  the  most 
unlimited  abundance  of  the  products  of  agricul- 
ture, we  should  be  poor  without   the  products  of 
art ;  and  with  an  equal   abundance  of  manufac- 
tures, we  should  perish  without  the  productions  of 
the  soil.     It  is  conceded,  on   all   hands,  that  we 
abound  in  articles  of  the  latter  description  ;  and 
the  only  question   to  be  debated   is,  how  can  we 
most  advantageously  obtain  the  former?     Shall 
we  fabricate  them  ourselves  or  import  them  from 
abroad  ?    To  the  common  understanding  of  man- 
kind, it  would  seem  to  be  a  self-evident  proposition 
that  the  cheapest  mode  of  obtaining  them  is  that 
which  a  nation  ought  to  pursue,  as  it  is  certainly 
that  which  individuals  would  pursue,  with  a  view 
to  the  promotion  of  their  own  interest.     But  here 
we  are  met  with  the  argument  that  commerce  is 
a  barren  and  unproductive  pursuit.     A   very  few 
remarks  will  serve  to  refute  this  notion,  which, 
when  examined,  will  be  found  to  be  a  mere   ver- 
bal proposition.    It  is  true  that  commerce  does  not 
produce  either  the  one  or  the  other  of  the  elements 
of  wealth,  but  it  communicates  value  to   both. 
Without  commerce  the  surplus  production,  both 
of  individuals  and  nations,  would  be  utterly  value- 
less.    Of  what  value,  for  example,  are  the  surplus 
productions  of  the  manufactories  of  Manchester 
and  Birmingham,  either   to   us  or  to   those  who 
produce  them,  until,  by  the  agency  of  commerce, 
they  are  brought  to  our  stores  and   distributed  to 
the  consumers?     It  would  be  precisely  as  correct 
to  say  that  their  entire  value  is  derived  from  com- 
merce, as  to  maintain  that  its  operations  are  un- 
productive.    Either  proposition  would  be  equally 
absurd.    While,  therefore,  I  view  any  proposition, 
which  asserts  the  superior  productiveness  of  one 
of  the  great  divisions  of  human  industry  over  the 
others,  as  being  not  only  erroneous,  but  absolutely 
unmeaning  and   unintelligible,  I  admit  that  the 
wealth  of  a  community  depends  upon  the  main- 
tenance of  a  due  proportion  between  them.    And 
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the  question  for  a  practical  statesman  to  deter- 
mine is,  how  is  tfiis  proportion  to  be  maintained, 
so  as  to  produce  the  greatest  aggregate  benefit  to 
the  community? 

On  this  question,  if  I  may  be  permitted,  and  I 
scarcely  know  whether  I  ought  to  venture  upon  it, 
I  will  lay  down  a  general  principle,  upon  the  au- 
thority of  Adam    Smith,  who,  notwithstanding 
the  terms  of  sweeping  condemnation  which  have 
been  applied  to  his  speculations,  has  done  more  to 
enlighten  the  world   on   the  science  of  political  i 
economy  than  any  man  of  modern  times.     He  is  ; 
the  founder  of  the  science.     All   that   has  been  | 
since  done  is  but  a  development  or   modification  j 
of  the  principles  he  established.     What,  then,  is  j 
his  great  elementary  principle  ?     That  labor  and  , 
capital,  if  left  to  receive  their  direction  from  indi-  I 
Tidual  sagacity,  will  naturally  seek,  and  speedily 
find,  the  most  profitable  employments.     And   this 
is  founded  upon  the  idea  that  individuals  are  more 
capable  of  forming  a  judgment  as  to  what  will 
promote  their  pecuniary  interests,  than   the  most 
enlightened  Government  can  possibly  be,  from  the 
▼ery    nature   of  things.     This,   however,   is   de- 
nounced as  empty  theory  !    Every  thing,  it  seems, 
which  does  not  result  from  legislation,  from   the 
officious  restrictions  of  Government,  is  to   be  re- 
garded as  the  operation  of  a  ruinous  theory.    But, 
sir,  I  put  it  to  the  common  sense  and  common  ob- 
servation of  every  gentleman  in  the  House,  whe- 
ther this  theory  does  not  rest  upon  the  most  steady  j 
and  immutable  and  powerful  principles  of  human 
action — principles  which   never  cease  for  a  mo- 
ment to  actuate  the  great  mass  of  every  commu- 
nity.   What  stronger  instinct  belongs  to  the  char- 
acter of  man   than    that   which    impels    him   to 
improve  his  condition  ?     And  what  conceivable 
obliquity  of  perception  can  prevent  him  from  dis- 
covering, upon  a  survey  of  the  various  pursuits 
which  are  open  to  him,  that  from  which,  with  hi^ 
peculiar  capacities,  he  can  derive  the  greatest  pro- 
fit ?     I  can  very  well  imagine  the  case  of  a  rude 
and  barbarous  people,  unaccustomed  to  the  enjoy- 
ments of  civilized   life,  in  which  a  Government, 
despotic  in  its  character,  and   rising  much  above 
the  existing  state  of  intelligence  in   the  country 
over  which    it    holds   dominion,  might   produce 
great  and  beneficial  changes  in  the  pursuits  of  so- 
ciety by  legal  regulations.     The  Government,  for 
example,  which  should  conduct  a  people  from  the 
hunter  to  the  shepherd  state,  or  from  the  latter  to 
the   agricultural,   would   undoubtedly  confer  the 
roost  signal  benefits  upon  the  community.     Such 
a  change,  however,  could   be  accomplished  only 
by  a  gradual  improvement  of  the  people,  and  by 
giving  them  a  taste  for  comforts  and  luxuries  to 
which  they  were  unaccustomed.    But,  I  will  ven- 
ture to  say  that  there  is  not  a  people  on   the  face 
of  the  earth  to  whom  a  policy  of  this  kind  would 
be  so  utterly  inapplicable  as  to  the  ptople  of  these 
United  States.    What,  sir,  is  their  character?    Is 
there  a   nation   more  acute,  ingenious,  or  enter- 
prising, more  keen   and  sagacious  in   perceiving 
the  avenues  to  profit,  or  more  prompt  and  energetic 
to  pursue  them  ?     Do  they  need  the  direction  of 
this  Government   to   indicate  the  way   to  indi- 


vidual prosperity?  Shall  we  undertake  to  en- 
lighten the  capitalists  of  Boston  as  to  the  most 
profitable  mode  of  investing  their  disengaged  cap- 
ital ?  They  would  l?.ugh  to  scorn  the  folly  and 
impotence  of  such  officious  dictation.  It  will 
scarcely  be  alleged  that  our  people  have  not  a 
taste  for  the  products  of  manufacture.  For  all 
the  productions  of  human  industry — for  all  the 
articles,  at  least,  of  which  we  propose  to  encour- 
age the  domestic  fabrication,  the  people  of  this 
country  have  perhaps  too  keen  an  appetite.  In- 
deed, the  complaint  of  the  friends  of  this  measure 
is,  that  they  import  them  in  too  great  abundance. 
No  legislation,  therefore,  is  necessary  to  create  a 
demand  for  those  articles.  In  such  a  state  of 
things,  the  general  principle  is  indisputably  true, 
that  capital  and  labor  will  naturally  flow  into  the 
most  profitable  channels  of  industry,  without  the 
control  of  Government. 

But,  to  this  general  principle  I  admit  there  is 
an  exception,  which  I  will  candidly  state.  And 
here  I  will  take  leave  leave  to  remark,  that,  anx- 
ious as  I  am  to  defeat  this  measure,  which  1  be- 
lieve would  be  ruinous  to  some  portions  of  the 
Union,  and  beneficial  to  none ;  yet  I  would  not, 
if  I  could,  accomplish  this  object  by  stating  any 
principle  which  I  believe  to  be  false.  An  elevated 
morality,  which  regards  the  establishment  of  cor- 
rect principles  as  more  important  than  victory, 
should  characterize  our  deliberations  here.  I  ad- 
mil  then  that  when  from  the  revolutions  of  trade 
!  or  the  progress  of  society  a  crisis  has  occurred  in 
which  a  grtatand  fundamental  charrge  must  take 
place  in  the  distribution  of  the  capital  and  labor 
of  a  nation,  a  wise,  moderate,  and  cautious  legis- 
lation may  aid  in  effecting  the  change,  and  is  even 
necessary  to  effect  it  in  the  manner  most  benefi- 
cial to  the  community.  But.sir,  if  we  attentively 
examine  the  principles  upon  which  this  proposi- 
tion is  founded,  we  shall  perceive  that  useful  legis- 
lation on  this  subject  is  confined  to  very  narrow 
limits,  and  that  there  is  much  greater  danger  of 
doing  harm  by  transcending  these  limits  than  by 
abstaining  from  legislative  interference  altogether. 

What,  then,  are  the  principles  upon  which  the 
interference  of  Government  can  be  justified,  in 
such  a  crisis  as  that  to  which  I  have  alluded  ?  In 
the  first  place,  the  habits  of  a  community,  operat- 
ing with  something  like  the  force  of  laws,  will 
induce  an  adherence  to  accustomed  pursuits,  after 
they  have  ceased  to  be  profitable.  But  the  princi- 
pal ground  upon  which  the  protecting  policy  can 
in  any  case  be  justified,  is  the  inability  of  infant 
manufacturing  establishments  to  sustain  a  suc- 
cessful competition  wjih  their  foreign  rivals,  even 
after  the  country  has  reached  the  point  at  which 
the  domestic  article  can,  with  the  experience  of  a 
few  years,  be  fabricated  cheaper  than  the  foreign. 
And  here,  sir,  the  limit  of  the  protecting  system 
is  distinctly  indicated.  It  must  be  satisfactorily 
shown,  that  the  protection  sought  is  only  tempo- 
rary ;  and  that,  after  a  reasonable  time  is  given  to 
acquire  experience  and  skill,  and  bring  the  domes- 
tic manufactories  to  perfection,  they  can  furnish 
the  domestic  fabrics  cheaper  than  similar  fabrics 
could  be  obtained  from  abroad.     Now,  if  we  applf 
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these  principles  to  the  actual  protection  heretofore 
extended  to  our  domestic  manufactures,  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  Government  has  already  fulfilled  its 
obligations  to  them,  in  the  amplest  manner.  Gen- 
tlemen have  argued  this  question  as  if  the  manu- 
facturing interest  of  the  country  had  been  unjustly 
assailed  by  some  foreign  power,  and  Congress  had 
manifested  the  most  cruel  indifference  to  their 
sufferings.  But  is  there  the  slightest  foundation 
for  either  of  these  assumptions  ?  The  only  power 
with  which  our  manufacturers  have  had  perma- 
nently to  contend,  is  the  superior  natural  advan- 
tages of  the  foreign  artisan  ;  and  I  will  now  call 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  protection  which 
our  establishments  have  actually  received  from 
this  Grovernrnent.  I  venture  to  assert,  that  since 
the  commencement  of  the  restrictive  system  in 
1807,  the  manufacturers  of  this  country  have  en- 
joyed an  unusual  and  artificial  stimulus  from  our 
legislation  ;  and  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  that  it  is 
this  extraordinary  stimulus  that  has  given  them 
that  voracious  appetite  for  prohibition  which  noth- 
ing, it  seems,  but  the  absolute  protection  of  all 
rival  articles  can  satiate. 

Manufactures  not  protected  !  Why,  sir,  during 
the  restrictive  svstem,  our  commerce  with  the 
manufacturers  of^  Europe  was  almost  entirely  an- 
nihilated, and  our  own  manufacturers  had  little 
short  of  an  absolute  monopoly  of  the  home  mar- 
ket. And  here,  sir,  let  me  call  the  attention  of 
these  practical  gentlemen,  who  so  contemptuously 
discard  every  theory  but  their  own,  to  the  effect 
of  this  restrictive  system,  upon  the  distribution  of 
the  capital  and  labor  of  the  country.  During  the 
five  years  of  commercial  restrictions  which  prece- 
ded the  war  with  Great  Britain,  when  there  must 
have  existed  in  the  country  a  superabundance  of 
surplus  capital,  suddenly  disengaged  from  com- 
merce, we  find  that  manufactures,  notwithstand- 
ing they  enjoyed  the  advantages  of  a  prohibitory 
system,  made  but  a  very  slow  and  gradual  pro- 
gress. If  gentlemen  would  duly  consult  this  por- 
tion of  our  experience,  1  think  it  would  at  least 
admoni>h  ihem  to  have  a  little  patience.  They 
would  see  that,  under  any  possible  protection 
which  legislation  can  provide,  particularly  in  time 
of  peace,  when  there  is  no  extraordinary  consump- 
tion of  manufactures,  these  must,  in  the  very  na- 
ture of  things,  advance  by  slow  degrees.  It  can- 
not be  otherwise,  unless  we  ascribe  to  an  act  of 
Congress  the  magical  power  of  forcing  on  manu- 
factures beyond  the  natural  capacity  of  the  coun- 
try, either  to  produce  or  to  pay  for  them.  Yes, 
air,  it  would  be  well  for  us  to  reflect  that  it  is 
much  more  easy  to  diminish  the  consumption 
than  to  increase  the  production  of  manufactured 
articles,  bv  prohibitory  legislation.  Such  was 
undoubtedly  the  effect  of  the  restrictive  system. 
But  the  measure  which  gave  the  strongest  impulse 
to  our  manufactures,  was  the  war  of  1812.  And 
here  it  is  worth  remarking,  that  a  war  with  Eng- 
land gives  a  stimulus  to  manufactures,  which  no 
other  kind  of  protection  can  possibly  afford.  For 
at  the  same  time  that  it  cuts  off  our  trade  with  the 
nation  that  principally  supplies  us  with  manufac- 
tures, it  compensates  the  diminished  consumption 


of  them  by  the  people,  by  the  extraordinary  con- 
sumption of  the  Government.  At  the  close  of  the 
war,  the  system  of  double  duties  was  continued 
till  1816,  when  the  existing  tariff  was  enarted  for 
the  avowed  purpose  of  sustaining  those  establish- 
merits  which  the  war  had  brought  into  existence, 
against  the  extraordinary  influx  of  foreign  manu- 
factures, resulting  from  the  universal  restoration 
of  peace  in  Europe.  And  while  I  contend  that 
the  tariff  of  18l6aflbrded  a  most  liberal  protection 
to  the  manufacturing  interest,  I  most  perfectly 
accord  in  the  policy  which  dictated  that  measure. 
I  distinctly  recognise  the  principle,  that,  wherever 
large  investments  of  capital  have  been  made  in 
consequence  of  a  state  of  things  produced  by  the 
necessary  acts  of  the  Grovernment  itself,  the  Gor- 
ernmeni  is  under  a  moral  obligation  to  extend  to 
the  interests,  thus  created,  a  reasonable  protec- 
tion. 

But,  sir,  what  is  a  reasonable  protection  in  such 
a  case?  Can  it  be  expected  that  the  manufac- 
turing interest  is  to  be  maintained  permanently 
in  the  same  degree  of  prosperity  that  it  enjoyed 
during  the  war  ?  That  it  is  to  be  exempted  from 
a  participation  in  that  general  distress  which  has 
pervaded  the  whole  community?  This  would 
not  only  be  unreasonable,  but  utterly  impractica- 
ble. Nothing  but  a  perpetuation  of  the  war  could 
hare  accomplished  so  much  for  the  manufactu- 
rers. What,  sir,  was  the  light  in  which  the  tariff 
of  1816  was  viewed  by  the  liberal  statesmen  who 
then  supported  it  ?  It  was  intended  merely  to 
mitigate  the  shock  which  our  manufacturing  es- 
tablishments must  experience,  in  passing  from  a 
state  of  general  war  to  a  state  of  general  peace. 
More  than  this  was  neither  expected  nor  claimed 
by  the  manufacturers  themselves.  As  the  per- 
sons then  engaged  in  the  business  had  nobly  sus- 
tained the  war,  gratitude  mingled  with  justice  in 
the  policy  adopted.  But  no  intelligent  man  was 
so  visionary  as  to  expect  that,  when  the  ordinarr 
channels  oi  trade,  so  long  obstructed,  were  sud- 
denly opened,  there  could  still  be  maintained,  by 
artificial  means,  the  same  demand  for  domestic 
manufactures  as  before.  It  was  apparent  that 
many  of  the  existing  establishments  must  go  down, 
and  that  neither  the  wisdom  nor  the  folly  of  hu- 
man legislation  could  possibly  prevent  it.  And, 
sir,  such  has  been  the  fact.  Eight  years  of  pro- 
bation have  elapsed  since  the  passage  of  the  ex- 
isting tariff,  and,  if  policy  or  humanity  required 
it  of  us,  it  is  now  too  late  to  relieve  the  distresses 
of  those  manufacturers  who  made  their  inrest- 
ments  during  the  war.  Those  of  them  who  hare 
been  enabled  to  sustain  themselves  till  this  time, 
under  the  extraordinary  pressure  of  the  four  or 
five  years  immediately  succeeding  1816,  when 
the  country  was  almost  literally  overwhelmed 
with  the  surplus  manufactures  of  foreign  estab- 
lishments, can  certainly  maintain  themselves  now, 
when  foreign  commerce  is  rapidly  returning  toils 
ordinary  channels,  and  contracting  within  its 
proper  limits.  Those  who  have  passed  through 
the  furnace,  do  not  require  to  be  protected  from 
the  ordinary  beat  of  the  sun.  And  it  is  a  fact 
that  they  now  stand  firm,  and  constitute  the  most 
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delusive  dependence  upon  the  quackery  of  legisla- 
tion for  eraployment.  Sir,  I  boldly  assert  that 
there  is  not  a  single  individual  in  the  va>t  extent 


prosperous  interest  of  the  country.     As  to  those 
who  were  swept  away  during  the  disastrous  pe- 
riod to  which  I  have  alluded,  they  are  irretrieva-  „  ,  ,      . 
bly  destroyed,  and  beyond  the  reach  of  our  rcme-  !  of  this  Republic,  that  cannot  readily  obtain,  not 
dies,  unless,  indeed,  we  had  the  power  of  pro-    only  employment,  but  such  an  employment  as  will 

'  ^       •  enable  him  to  improve  his  condition.     This  is  the 

only  country  on  earth  where  a  common  laborer, 
of  industry  and  enterprise,  can,  in  the  course  of 
an  ordinary  lifetime,  besides  comfortably  support- 
ing himself  and  his  family,  leave  to  his  children 
an  inheritance  of  real  estate  :  and,  with  these  facU 
staring  us  in  the  face,  we  are  required  to  believe, 


ducing  a  resurrection  by  an  act  of  legislation. 

It  is  obvious,  then,  that  the  protection  of  these 
establishments,  which  originated  in  the  war,  is 
not  the  object  of  the  present  bill.  It  does  not  even 
assume  this  modesty  of  pretension.  Doctrines  are 
now  advanced,  which  never  entered  into  the  con- 
ception of  those  whoadvocated  the  laritf  of  1816 — 

doctrines  which,  though  maintained  by  gentlemen  |  on  the  authority  of  tabular  statements,  that  the 
who  have  waged  a  special  war  of  sneers  and  sar- 1  people  can  only  be  saved  from  suffering  and  dis- 
casms  against  the  theories  of  political  economy,  j  content,  by  the  adoption  of  this  measure,  to  pro- 


throw  into  the  shade  the  boldest  theories  of  the 
French  economists.  We  are  now  told  that  it  is 
the  duty  of  a  paternal  Government  not  only  to 
protect  existing  interests  against  extraordinary  re- 
Terses  which  it  has  contributed  to  produce,  but  to 
create  new  manufactures  and  new  pursuits,  by 
the  mere  energy  of  legislation.  The  people,  it  is 
xaid,  are  absolutely  idle  and  in  wretchedness,  for 
the  want  of  employment;  and  a  gentleman  from 
New  York,  (Mr.  Wood,)  who  often  edifies  the 
House  by  his  philosophical  speculations,  has  told 
us,  if  I  understood  him  correctly,  that  30  per  cent, 
of  our  population  are  actually  in  idleness  for  the 
want  01  pursuits  to  which  their  labor  can  be  ap- 
plied. These  three  millions  of  people,  who  are 
thus  destitute  of  employment,  as  the  gentleman 
has  demonstrated  by  statistical  tables  and  mathe- 
matical calculalious,  (the  obvious  and  palpable 
facts  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding,)  are  to  ob- 


vide  them  with  employment.  The  gentleman 
from  New  York,  by  way  of  confirming  his  gen- 
eral conclusion,  has  stated  that  the  wages  of  a  la- 
borer in  his  vicinity,  is  only  twelve  and  a  half 
cents  a  day.  In  answer  to  this,  I  can  only  say  to 
the  gentleman,  that,  if  his  distressed  neighbors 
will  only  make  a  transition  from  Long  Island  to 
any  other  point  in  the  whole  Union,  even  the 
most  unfavorable,  I  will  be  responsible  for  their 
obtaining  fifty  cents  per  dav.  But,  as  the  cry  of 
distress  has  oeen  reiterated  until  it  has  made  a 
strong  impression  upon  the  country,  I  beg  leave 
to  recur,  with  a  view  to  illustrate  and  enforce 
them,  to  some  remarks  which  I  offered  during  the 
discussion  of  the  duty  on  cotton  bagging.  I  be- 
lieve the  causes  of  the  disease,  and  the  tendency 
of  the  proposed  remedy,  to  be  equally  miscon- 
ceived, as  to  some  portions,  at  least,  of  the  Union. 
I  stated,  on  the  occasion  to  which  I  have  referred, 
tain  employment  by  the  notable  expedient  of  an  !  that  the  distresses  of  the  country,  such  as  they 
act  of  Congress!  j  were,  resulted  from  the  change  of  circumstances 

[Mr.  Wood  here  explained.  His  argument  was,  j  occasioned  bypassing  from  a  state  of  war  to  a 
he  said,  that  thirty-three  per  cent,  of  our  popula- '  stale  of  peace,  in  connexion  with  the  excessive 
lion  produce  no  more  than  fifteen  per  cent,  ought  |  issues  of  bank  paper,  which  threw  forward  and 
to  do.  Thirteen  and  a  half  per  cent,  only  of  our ,  increased  the  pressure  of  the  evil.  During  the 
population,  he  calculated,  was  absolutely  em-  (  war,  there  was  a  considerable  proportion  of  our 
ployed  in  productive  industry,  and  in  this  propor-  population — those  engaged  in  the  military  service 
lion  was  included  the  army,  navy,  and  public  offi-  of  the  country — who  consumed  the  products  of 
cers,  amounting  to  three  and  a  half  per  cenl.J  the  grain-growing  States,  but  produced  nothing. 

I  am  glad,  resumed  Mr.  McDuffie,  that  the  All  those  States  which  were  near  the  theatre  of 
gentleman  has  removed  an  erroneous  impression  ,  war,  found  a  ready  market,  and  high  money  prices 
from  my  mind  as  to  the  txtent  of  his  argument,  i  for  their  grain.  To  them  the  war  was  thereforea 
But,  even  modified  and  limited  as  it  now  stands,  \  source  of  pros|)erity,  and  peace  was,  in  one  sense 
it  will  be  difficult  to  make  il  pass  current  for  a  j  of  the  word,  regarded  as  a  calamity.  And  whence 
practical  argument.  Is  it  in  the  power  of  tables  |  do  we  now  liear  the  loudest  complaints  of  distress? 
and  calculations  to  make  any  man  seriously  be-!  Whence  come  the  most  strenuous  demands  for  the 

passage  of  this  bill  ?  From  the  very  points  of  the 
Union  which  enjoyed  the  advantages  of  a  war 
demand  and  war  prices  for  their  produce — New 
York,  Pennsylvania,  and  the  Western  country. 
You  cannot  define  the  boundaries  of  any  Stale 
more  accurately,  than  you  can  trace  the  limits  of 
the  region  of  country  favorable  to  this  tariff,  by 
the  positions  of  our  armies  in  the  late  war,  and 


lieve,  in  opposition  to  the  evidence  of  his  own 
senses,  and  to  the  result  of  his  general  observation 
and  knowledge  of  the  country,  that  one  million  of 
our  population  are  not  only  idle,  but  destitute  of 
employment  ?  Shall  we  be  told,  in  a  country 
like  this,  abounding  with  almost  interminable 
wilds  of  fertile  lands,  that  a  tithe  of  the  people  are 
suffering  for  the  want  of  something  to  do  ?     Sir, 


there  are  innumerable  avenues  to  employment  in  j  the  multiplication  of  banks  during  that  contest, 
ihis  country,  and  if  any  man  were  to  make  his  i  and  since  its  termination.  Pennsylvania  and  the 
complaint  to  me  that  he  was  without  employ- 1  Western  Stales  supplied  the  Northwestern  army, 
ment,  I  could  tell  him  simply  to  go  to  uork.     That    and  I  believe  the  Government  paid  as  high  as  one 


is  the  obvious  remedy,  a  remedy  in  the  reach  of 
every  one  ;  and,  if  it  were  more  generally  pursued, 
there  must  soon  be  an  end  of  this  wretched  and 


hundred  dollars  per  barrel,  at  the  theatre  of  war, 
for  Qour  purchased  in  Ohio;  a  Slate  now  unan- 
imous for  this  tariff.   New  York,  every  one  knows, 
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was  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  extensive 
and  permanent  military  operations,  and  supplied 
numerous  armies  with  provisions.  Now,  it  hap- 
pens that  the  very  States  I  have  enumerated,  have 
been  most  afflicted  with  the  curse  of  banks  that 
did  not  pay  specie,  (a  delusive  expedient  to  per- 
petuate the  war  prices  and  war  prosperity,)  and 
have  also  been  most  earnest  and  persevering  in 
their  appeals  to  this  Government  for  protection. 
New  England,  and  the  Southern  States,  on  the 
contrary — States  which  sustained  the  privations 
of  the  war  without  the  same  mitigating  circum- 
stances, and  from  necessity  regulated  their  enjoy- 
ments by  the  rules  of  a  severe  and  self-denying 
economy,  are  now  to  be  subjected  tb  an  onerous 
taxation — and  for  what  1  Not  to  relieve  the  other 
States  from  positive  distress,  but  to  restore  certain 
interests  in  them,  to  the  state  of  artificial  prosper- 
ity which  they  enjoyed  during  the  war.  During 
the  whole  period  of  that  contest,  the  Southern 
country  was  deprived  of  a  market  for  its  great 
staples,  and  there  was  nothing  in  the  military  ope- 
rations of  the  Government  to  compensate  the  loss. 
Even  if  the  people  had  devoted  themselves  to  the 
growing  of  grain,  there  were  no  armies  in  the 
field  to  consume  it,  and  that,  like  their  cotton  and 
tobacco,  would  have  remained  without  a  market. 
In  this  state  of  things  they  not  only  ceased  to 
make  any  progress  in  wealth,  but  were  compelled 
to  contract  their  accustomed  expenses,  and  use  an 
economy  before  unknown  to  them,  to  provide  a 
decent  maintenance  for  their  families.  These 
habits  made  the  return  of  peace,  to  them,  the  har- 
binger of  prosperity.  It  is  a  dispensation  of  jus- 
tice resulting  from  the  very  nature  of  things,  that 
those  who  suffer  the  greatest  privations  in  war, 
shall  be  least  affected  by  the  changes  resulting  from 
the  restoration  of  peace. 

But,  sir,  I  will  venture  to  assert,  that  the  Middle 
and  Western  States  have,  at  this  moment,  as  large 
a  share  of  the  means  of  positive  enjoyment  as  any 
other  portion  of  the  Union.  Their  distresses  are 
relative,  and  in  a  great  degree  imaginary.  It  is 
not  what  they  are,  but  what  they  icere,  tITkt  causes 
the  prevailing  discontent.  The  reduction  of  an 
inflated  currency  has  reduced  the  nominal  price 
of  property  ;  and  the  man  who,  a  few  years  past, 
estimated  his  wealth  at  fifty  thousand  dollars,  and 
now  finds  it  only  twenty-five,  complains  of  his 
distresses  as  though  he  were  in  want  of  the  neces- 
saries of  life.  I  admit  that  the  Western  people 
are  tmbarrafsed,  but  I  deny  that  they  are  distressed, 
in  any  other  sense  of  the  word.  Where  is  the- 
evidence  of  actual  suffering  ?  In  some  of  the 
Western  States.  I  am  informed,  they  have  no  poor 
laws  at  all,  and  such  a  being  as  a  pauper  is  scarcely 
known.  Regarding,  therefore,  the  aggregate  en- 
joyments of  the  whole  community  as  the  true 
criterion  of  national  happiness,  I  should  select  the 
Western  States  as  the  part  of  the  Union  where 
the  highest  degree  of  prosperity  prevailed.  Indeed, 
sir,  I  believe  there  is  not  on  the  face  of  the  earth 
a  region  of  country  of  equal  extent,  where  so  few 
are  suffering  from  poverty,  and  where  the  means 
of  comfortable  subsistence  so  abundantly  reward 
the  toil  of  the  laborer.     Il  is  not  distress,  I  repeat 


it,  but  discontent,  that  has  excited  this  rage  for 
creating  wealth  by  legislation.  To  prore  ihia,  I 
will  advert  to  another  standard  of  prosperity,  re- 
ferred to,  very  unfortunately,  I  think,  for  his  own 
nurposes  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  New- 
York,  to  whom  I  before  alluded.  He  told  us  that 
the  prosperity  of  a  nation  was  indicated  by  the 
increase  of  its  population  ;  and  then  favored  us 
with  a  beautiful  disquisition  on  the  comforts  of 
matrimony,  and  the  duty  of  a  Government  to  pro- 
mote it.  I  perfectly  accord  with  these  views  of 
the  honorable  member;  but  I  must  be  permitted 
to  say,  that,  according  to  the  criterion  to  which 
he  has  referred,  there  is  no  other  nation  so  pros- 
perous as  the  United  States,  and  no  part  of  the 
Union  so  prosperous  as  that  from  which  we  hear 
so  much  about  their  distresses.  And  if  the  hon- 
orable member  wishes  to  promote  the  cause  of 
matrimony,  I  would  advise  him  to  send  his  twelve- 
and-a-halr  cents  per  day  laborers  to  the  Western 
country.  What,  sir !  a  country  which  doubles  its 
population  in  ten  years,  call  upon  the  Govern- 
ment to  relieve  it  from  distress,  by  creating  new 
employments  !  The  thing  will  not  bear  exami- 
nation. The  historian  will  scarcely  be  credited, 
in  future  time,  who  ventures  to  record  it.  Permit 
me  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  a  few 
facts,  illustrative  of  this  part  of  the  subject,  which 
I  am  sure  will  not  be  disputed.  In  the  States 
where  the  public  lands  are  in  market,  you  can 
purchase  land  of  the  first  quality  for  one  dollar 
and  fifty  cents — one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents, 
says  a  gentleman  near  me — when  land  of  the 
same  (luality  is  worth,  in  some  parts  of  the  Union, 
fifty  dollars  per  acre.  This  single  fact  sp^ks 
more  than  volumes  of  declamation  on  the  subject 
of  popular  suffering.  Indeed,  it  may  be  safely  as- 
serted, parodoxical  as  it  may  seem,  that  the  imag- 
inary distresses  of  the  Western  country  proceed 
from  the  very  abundance  in  which  they  possess 
the  primary  aliment  of  national  wealth.  What 
is  their  complaint  ?  Not,  as  one  would  suppose, 
the  scarcitv,  but  the  superabundance  of  the  neces- 
saries of  life.  And  here,  I  will  observe,  that 
nothing,  in  my  opinion,  has  contributed  more  to 
the  existing  derangement  in  the  elements  of  wealth 
in  the  Western  States,  than  bringing  the  public 
lands  into  market  injudiciously,  and  without  any 
regard  to  the  existing  demand.  The  inevitable 
tendency  of  this  policy,  by  overstocking  the  mar- 
ket, is,  to  reduce  lands  to  the  minimum  price  ;  and 
if  that  were  fixed  at  fifty  cents  per  acre,  the  land 
would  command  no  more.  The  consequence  is, 
that  the  people  purchase  large  quantities  of  pro- 
ductive lands,  which  have  all  the  constituents  of 
value,  but  scarcity.  And,  because  they  have  not 
every  thing  else  in  proportion,  they  are  discontented 
and  restless.  And  I  will  avail  myself  of  this  oc- 
casion to  declare,  that  I  never  will  give  my  vote 
to  bring  another  acre  of  the  public  lands  into  ihe 
market,  but  under  the  strongest  conviction  that 
there  is  a  fair  and  natural  demand  for  it.  Our 
very  system  converts  our  land  into  a  mere  dru^ 
in  the  market,  and  the  people  into  speculators. 

I  will  now  take  the  liberty  of  addressing  a  few 
words  especially  to  the   Representatives  of  the 
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West  on  the  subject  of  their  own  interests.  A  '  these  practical  considerations,  upon  which  the 
subieit  upon  which  I  certainly  will  not  presume  ;  policy  of  such  a  measure  as  this  rnust  depend, 
to  instruct  them.  But  I  am  sure  thev  will  excuse  i  The  progress  of  manufactures  must  be  regulated, 
a  friendly  admonition,  when  I  state  the  par- ,  not  by  our  desires,  but  by  our  capacities.  Now,  I 
ticular  topic  to  which  it  relates.  1  am  well  as-  I  believe  there  is  no  proposition,  in  which  the  gen- 
sured  that  the  permanent  prosperity  of  the  West  ilemen  who  are  best  informed  on  the  subject  of 
depends  more  upon  the  improvement  of  the  means  manufactures  will  more  generally  concur,  than 
of  transporting  their  produce  to  market,  and  of   that  it  is  essential  to  their  own  prosperitythat 


receiving  the  returns,  than  upon  every  other  sub- 
ject to  which  the  legislation  of  this  Government 
can  be  directed. 

On  measures  of  this  description,  I  have  hereto- 


Iheir  progress  should  be  slow  and  gradual.  Their 
success  depends  mainly  upon  capital  and  skill  j 
and  it  is  utterly  impossible  that  they  can  advance, 
prosperously,  faster  than  the  one   is  accumulated. 


fore  given  them  my  earnest  and  cordial  support,  and  the  other  acquired.  And  when  I  speak  of 
Most  of  my  colleagues,  and  many  others,  who  capital  as  being  essential  to  the  progress  of  manu- 
represent  the  Southern  portion  of  the  Union,  have  I  factures,  I  mean  surplus  capital— capital  which 
pursued  the  same  course.  As  for  myself,  nothing  !  does  not  find  a  ready  employment  in  the  pre-ex- 
will  induce  me  to  change  my  views  or  conduct  |  isting  pursuits  which  have  produced  it.  It  is  m 
on  the  subject ;  but  I  submit  it  to  the  dispassioii-  vain  that  gentlemen  tell  us  we  have  capital,  un- 
ate  consideration  of  the  Western  gentlemen,  whe-  I  less  they  can  show  that  it  is  disengaged,  and  seek- 
ther  there  is  not  danger,  that,  by  urging  upon  us  !  ing  investment.  And  here  I  will  remark  to  the 
a  system  which  we  believe  to  be  oppressive,  they  i  gentlemen  from  the  Western  States,  and  the  in- 
will  alienate  the  kind  feelings  of  the  portion  of ,  terior  of  the  Middle  States,  who  are  the  most 
the  country  to  which  I  have  alluded,  and  lose  its  I  strenuous  advocates  of  this  measure,  that  they 
co-operation  in  relation  to  that  system  of  internal  \  cannot  participate,  to  any  considerable  extent,  m 
improvements,  which,  in  my  opinion,  is  of  more  the  advantages  which  are  anticipated  from  this 
importance  to  the  West  than  all  the  tariffs  that  system.  Sir,  if  you  were  to  prohibit  commerce 
can  be  passed  in  half  a  century.  i  altogether,  manufactures  would    follow  capital  ; 

I  will  also  present  another  view  of  certain  in- 1  and  Boston,  Providence,  and  Philadelphia,  the 
terestsofthe  West,  which  are  intimately  connected  ;  f»oints  at  which  there  is  the  greatest  accumulation 
with  the  portion  of  the  country  I  have  the  honor  \  of  it,  and  the  greatest  difficulty  of  investment, 
to  represent.  would  realize  the  principal  part  ol  the  benefit  re- 

Gentlemen  are  aware  that  a  very  profitable  suiting  from  the  restriction.  Before  the  interior 
trade  is  carried  on  by  their  constituents  with  the  of  the  Middle  States  or  the  Western  States  can 
Southern  country,  in'live  stock  of  all  descriptions,  I  hope  to  enjoy  the  advantages  of  this  system,  they 


which  they  drive  over  the  mountains  and  sell  for 
cash.  This  extensive  trade,  which,  from  its  pe- 
culiar character,  more  easily  overcomes  the  diffi- 
culties of  transportation  than  any  that  can  be 
substituted  in  its  place,  is  about  to  be  put  in  jeop- 
ardy for  the  conjectural  benefits  of  this  measure. 
When  I  say  this  trade  is  about  to  be  put  in  jeop- 
ardy, I  do  not  speak  unadvisedly.  I  am  pertectly 
convinced,  that,  if  this  bill  passes,  it  will  have  i.'ie 
effect  of  inducing  the  people  of  the  South,  partly 
from  the  feeling,  and  partly  from  the  necessity 
growing  out  of  it,  to  raise  within  themselves,  the 


must  be  protected  not  only  against  foreign  compe- 
tition, but  against  that  of  New  England.  But  I 
have  heard  it  contended,  and  I  believe  the  argu- 
ment has  weight,  in  the  estimation  of  many,  that 
the  Boston  manufacturers  are  opposed  to  this  bill, 
because  they  dread  the  domestic  competition  that 
it  will  rear  up.  There  cannot  be  a  notion  more 
absolutely  fallacious  than  this,  as  will  be  seen 
upon  a  moment's  examination.  It  assumes  that 
the  Boston  manufacturers,  who  tiourish  in  defi- 
ance of  foreign  competition,  cannot  compete  with 
those  domestic  rivals  who  are  now  claiming  the 


five   stock   which    they    now  purchase  from  the  |  protection  of  the  Government,  and   who  admit 


that  they  cannot  sustain  the  foreign  competition  I 
This  involves  the  absolute  inconsistency  that  the 
weaker  rival  is  more  to  be  dreaded  than  the  more 

I  will  now  attempt  to  show  that  the  progress  i  powerful. 

hich  our  manufactures  have  made,  and  are  now        Sir,  I  repeat  it,  that  almost  the  entire  benefit  of 


West.  It  IS  at  least  certain  that  more  will  be 
lost  in  this  trade,  than  is  gained  in  that  of  cotton 
bagging 


making,  is  as  rapid  as  they  can  make  consistently 
either  with  their  own  prosperity  or  that  of  the 
country.  And  I  must  be  excused  for  saying  that 
the  attempt  to  make  this  a  great  manufacturing 


a 
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ny  protection  you  can  extend  to  manufactures, 
irill  be  engrossed  by  those  portions  of  the  Union 
to  which  I  have  referred,  as  having  superior  ad- 
vantages for  that   business.     But  1  shall  be  told 


nation,  suddenly,  and  by  a  single  sweep  of  legis-  j  that  manufactories  do  already  exist  in  the  interior 
lation,  is  more  indicative  of  restlessness  than  of  i  of  the  Middle  Stales,  and  in  some  of  the  Western 
wisdom.  The  country  seems  to  me  to  have  been  |  States.  But  upon  what  principles  and  under  what 
excited  to  that  kind  of  feeling  which  actuat&t  an  I  circumstances  have  most  of  those  establishments 
individual  speculator — a  vain  desire  to  become  j  grown  up  ?  And  what  is  the  extent  of  the  mar- 
wealthy  by  a  bold  dash,  but  utterly  regardless  of  ket  they  can  command  ?  To  this  inquiry  I  ask 
the  maxims  of  prudence,  and  the  habits  of  indus- 1  the  attention  of  the  House  for  a  few  minute*.  I 
try  and  economy,  which  are  indispensable  to  the  ;  maintain,  sir,  that  the  manufactories  to  which  I 
attainment  of  bis  object.  The  friends  of  this  {  have  just  alluded,  have  ris)>n  up  and  flourish  be- 
measure  appear  to  me  to  have  overlooked  entirely  j  cause  they  enjoy  a  sort  of  local  monopoly,  and 
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that  they  cannot  command  a  market  beyond  the 
sphere  of  that  monopoly.  I  will  advert,  for  the 
purpose  of  explaining  this  view  of  the  subject,  to 
what  was  said  very  correctly  by  the  Speaker  the 
other  day — that  it  was  better  for  a  people,  abound- 
ing in  the  products  of  the  soil,  to  give  a  high  price 
for  manufactured  articles,  provided  they  could 
thereby  obtain  a  market  for  their  produce,  than  to 
obtain  manufactures  at  much  lower  prices,  from 
those  who  would  not  take  produce  in  exchange 
for  them.  Take,  for  example,  any  district  of 
country  in  the  interior,  producing  a  large  surplus 
of  grain,  which  the  foreign  manufacturer  will  not 
lake  in  exchange  for  his  fabrics,  h  it  not  ob- 
vious that  the  manufacturer  who  would,  under 
these  circumstances, erect  his  establishment  in  the 
supposed  district,  and  take  the  products  of  the  soil 
in  exchange  for  his  manufactures,  would  enjoy  a 
perfect  monopoly  of  the  local  market,  and  be  ab- 
solutely free  from  foreign  competition  ?  The 
farmer  has  nothing  to  give  but  grain.  This  the 
foreign  manufacturer  will  not  take.  It  is  to  no 
purpose,  therefore,  that  the  foreign  fabric  can  be 

Purchased  cheaper,   if  the  only  thing  the  farmer 
as  to  give  will  not  be  taken  in  exchange  for  it. 
And,  on  the  other  hand,  the  farmer  can  well  afford 
to  give  a  higher  price  to  the  domestic  manufac- 
turer, who  will   give  him  a  good   price   for   his 
grain.     To  present  the  same  idea  in  another  view, 
the  value  of  any  given   trade  depends  as  much 
upon  the  highness  of  the  price  of  what  is  sold,  as 
upon  the  lowness  of  the  price  of  what  is  bought. 
It  results,  therefore,  that   the  foreign  manufactu- 
rer, who  will  not  take  the  produce  of  the  farmer 
at  any   price,  must  be  absolutely  excluded  from 
the  competition  with  the  domestic  manufacturer, 
provided   the  latter   will   take  it,  even  at  a  very 
low  price.     It  is  upon   the  same  principle,  that, 
within  a  very  small  sphere,  even  household  man- 
ufactures,  in  one  sense  the  dearest  of  any,  can 
hold  a  competition  with  those  made  by  the  most 
perfect  machinery.     The  error  of  the  argument, 
however,  which  has  been  founded  upon  the  fore- 
going principles,  consists  in  the  assumption  that 
the  manufactures,  thus  sust-iined  by  local  monop- 
olies, can,  under  the  protection  of  this  bill,  main- 
tain a  competition  in  distant  markets,  beyond  the 
sphere  of  the  monopoly.     But  that  is  impossible. 
In  fact  this  bill  can  have  no  effect  at  all  in  favor 
of  those  manufactures;  for  how  can  they  be  ben- 
efited   by    excluding   foreign    manufactures    that 
never  come  m  competition  with  them?     As  to 
the  more  distant  markets,   those  which   are  now 
supplied   by  foreign  commerce,  nothing  is  more 
certain   than   that  the  manufacturers  of  Boston, 
Rhode  Island,  and  Philadelphia,  will  occupy  them. 
That  our  domestic  manufactures  cannot  hold  a 
successful  competition  with  those  of  other  nations, 
except  at  the  points  of  the  Union  most  eligibly 
situated,  and,  conserjuently,  that  the  attempt  to 
make  this  a  manulacturing  country,  in  a  much 
greater  extent  than  it  is  already,  is  unwise  and 
impracticable,  will  be  apparent,  from   a   few  con- 
siderations, to  which  I  solicit  the  attention  of  the 
House.     In  all  those  manufactures  which   princi- 
pally result  from  manual  labor — such,  for  exam- 


ple, as  iron — the  high  price  of  labor  here,  which 
IS  the  most  conclusive  evidence  of  our  prosperity, 
renders  it  imposj>ible  that  we  can  maintain  a  com- 
petition with  foreigners.  It  was  stated  by  a  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky,  on  a  former  occasion,  that 
our  citizens  labored  but  eight  hours  a  day,  whereas 
the  manufacturers  of  Inverness  and  Dundee  la- 
bored sixteen.  And,  he  asked,  emphatically,  if 
we  were  disposed  to  compel  our  population  to  la- 
bor sixteen  hours  per  day,  also  ?  I  answer,  no. 
But  is  it  not  evident  that,  if  our  manufacturers 
labor  only  eight  hours  a  day,  they  cannot  compete 
with  the  foreign  manufacturer,  who  labors  six- 
teen, even  if  they  are  equally  skilful  ?  Can  lei- 
sure contend  with  industry,  unless  you  give  it  a 
premiam?  I  do  not  complain  that  our  citizens 
devote  less  time  to  labor  than  the  people  of  other 
countries.  I  rejoice,  on  the  contrary,  that  they 
can  live  more  comfortably  than  any  other  people, 
with  half  the  labor.  But  I  do  complain  of  this 
attempt  to  divert  their  industry  into  pursuits,  in 
which  they  must  either  double  their  exertions,  be 
involved  in  ruin,  or  receive  a  bounty  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  country.  Indeed,  the  admitted  fact, 
that  a  common  laborer  in  this  country  receives 
double  the  wages  that  a  common  laborer  receives 
in  the  most  favored  nations  of  Europe,  and  labors 
little  more  than  half  the  time,  conclusively  de- 
monstrates the  impolicy  of  protecting,  by  duties, 
those  manufactures,  of  the  price  of  which  labor  is 
the  principal  constituent. 

But,  sir,  I  admit  that,  owing  to  the  improved 
state  of  the  machinery  by  which  most  of  the  arti- 
cles we  import  are  fabricated,  (those   manufac- 
tured of  wool  and  cotton,)  labor  constitutes  a  very 
inconsiderable  item  in  their  cost.    In  determining, 
therefore,  the  question  how  far  such  manufactures 
can  successfully  contend  with  foreign  competition, 
more  depends  upon  the  price  of  capital  than  upon 
the  price  of  labor.     How,  then,  stands  the  com- 
parison  between   this  country  and  England,  as- 
suming the  rate  of  interest  as  the  standard  of  that 
comparison  ?    The  rate  of  interest  in  this  country 
is  higher  than  it  is  in  England,  in  the  proportion 
of  about   five   to  three.     The  English  manufac- 
turer, therefore,  has  the  decided  advantage,  indi- 
cated  by  this  proportion,  over  the  American,  so 
far  as  capital  is  concerned  ;  and   a   much  greater 
advantage,  so  far  as  labor  enters  into  the  estimate. 
And  these  are  advantages  against  which  we  should 
have  to  contend,  even  if  our  machinery  and  skill 
were  equal  to   those  of  our  foreign   rivals.     The 
only  circumstances  which  can  tend  to  counter- 
balance the  disadvantages  under  which  we  thus 
labor,  are  the  superior  cheapness  of  the  raw  mate- 
rial, and  the  saving  of  the  charges  of  transporta- 
tion, which  are  incurred  upon  the  imported  man- 
ufacture.    The  former  advantage  exists  only  in 
the  case  of  manufactures  of  cotton  ;  and  the  latter 
is  quite   inconsiderable,  owing  to   the   very  small 
bulk  of  the  articles  imported,  in  proportion  to  tlieir 
value.     The  two  circumstances  taken   together, 
will  not  put  us  on  a  footing  of  equality  with  the 
British,  even  in  relation  to  cotton   fabrics.    But, 
as  relates  to  woollens,  as  we  are  laying  a  high 
duty  on  the  raw  material,  the  advantage  will  oe 
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OD  the  side  of  the  British  roaDufacturer,  io  all  the 
constituents  of  the  price  of  his  fabric,  the  trans- 
portation excepted.  In  this  coniparative  view,  I 
hare  not  taken  into  consideration  the  duties  im- 
posed upon  foreign  manufactures,  because  my  ob- 
ject is  to  compare  and  estimate  the  natural  ad- 
vantages of  this  country,  and  that  from  which  its 
principal  importations  are  made,  for  prosecuting 
the  manufacturing  business.  For,  it  is  only  when 
the  natural  advantages  of  our  own  country  are 
not  decidedly  inferior  to  those  of  the  country 
which  supplies  us,  that  the  application  of  artificial 
or  legislative  aids  can  be  expedient. 

Now,  we  cannot  disguise  the  fact  that  Great 
Britain  has  a  decided  ascendency  over  us  in  the 
aggregate  of  natural  advantages  for  manufac- 
tures. She  has  a  vast  surplus  capital,  the  accu- 
mulation of  centuries.  We  have  very  little  capi- 
tal that  is  not  readily  absorbed,  either  in  the 
business  which  produces  it,  or  in  some  of  the  pre- 
existing pursuits  of  the  country.  She  has  a 
crowded  population,  driven,  from  the  necessity  of 
their  circumstances,  to  labor  for  a  bare  subsist- 
ence. We  have  a  {wpulation  thinly  scattered 
over  a  vast  and  fertile  territory,  capable  of  sus- 
taining ten  times  the  number  of  human  beings 
that  now  inhabit  it.  While  these  permanent  na- 
tural advantages  are  against  us,  advantages  re- 
sulimg  essentially  from  time  and  the  progress  of 
population,  and  which  nothing  but  time  and  the 
progress  of  population  can  counteract;  it  is  in 
vain  that  we  attempt  to  legislate  ourselves  into 
a  great  manufacturing  nation.  Nature  rises  up 
against  it,  and  every  attempt  to  countervail  her 
laws  must  be  impotent.  I  admit  that  it  is  possi- 
ble to  bring  our  machinery  to  perfection,  and  to 
acquire  manufacturing  skill  in  a  comparatively 
short  time.  These  results  may  illustrate  the  power 
of  genius.  But  what  human  power  can  suddenly 
give  this  nation  an  accumulated  surplus  capital, 
and  a  crowded  population;  or,  in  other  words, 
convert  a  young  country  into  an  old  one?  We 
have  all  the  advantages  of  a  youthful  and  grow- 
ing nation ;  and,  if  we  were  wi>e,  we  would  be 
satisfied  with  our  lot.  But  we  vainly  as])ire  to 
attain  the  advantages  peculiar  to  an  old  nation, 
without  participating  in  the  disadvantages  of  age. 
If  capital  could  be  obtained  at  three  per  cent.,  and 
labor  for  half  its  present  price,  as  they  may  be  a 
century  hence,  I  have  no  doubt  we  could  surpass 
the  British  manufacturers  in  the  excellence  and 
cheapness  of  their  fabrics.  But  would  any  one 
purchase  success  upon  such  conditions?  In  other 
words,  would  any  one  consent  to  reduce  the  in- 
come of  every  capitalist  in  the  country  thirty-five 
per  cent.,  and  of  every  laborer  fifty,  for  the  mere 
purpose  of  enabling  our  own  manufacturers  to  un- 
dersell the  British  in  our  own  markets? 

But,  sir,  even  if  it  were  true,  that  the  interest  of 
this  country  required  that  we  should  give  an  ad- 
ditional encouragement  to  manufactures,  I  think  it 
can  be  shown  that  this  is  almost  as  injudicious  a 
measure  as  could  be  devised  for  that  object.  It  is 
obvious  that  the  cotton  and  woollen  are  the  only 
manufactures  of  any  importance,  which  can  claim 
to  be  protected,  consistently  with  the  general  in- 


terest of  the  country.  These  are  made  by  machi- 
nery ;  and  nothing  is  more  certain  than  that  it  is 
such  manufactures  only,  that  we  can  hope  to  make 
as  cheap  as  we  can  im[X)rt  them.  Now,  let  us  ex- 
amine the  provisions  of  this  bill,  as  they  bear  upon 
these  two  descriptions  of  manufacture.  As  to  cot- 
ton fabrics,  no  protection  is  claimed  by  those  man- 
ufacturers who  have  made  the  largest  investments, 
and  have  the  deepest  interest  in  them:  but  pro- 
tection IS  obtruded  upon  them  by  the  officious 
kindness  of  those,  who,  it  seems,  understand  tiieir 
interest  better  than  they  do  themselves.  But  as  to 
woollen  fabrics,  although  they  are  protected  by  ul- 
timate increase  of  twelve  and  a  half  per  cent,  duty, 
yet  this  is  fully  counterbalanced  by  the  ultimate 
increase  of  forty-five  per  cent,  duty  on  the  raw 
material.  There  cannot  be  a  greater  inconsistency 
than  that  in  a  bill  professedly  designed  for  the  pro- 
tection of  domestic  manufactures,  the  raw  ma- 
terial of  one  of  the  most  important  of  those  manu- 
factures should  be  subject  to  a  much  higher  duty 
than  the  manufactures  themselves!  And  here  I 
will  advert  to  an  authority  which  has  not  only  es- 
caped the  denunciations  of  the  advocates  of  this 
measure,  but  received  their  most  unqualified  eulo- 
gies— I  mean  the  authority  of  Alexander  Hamilton 
— of  whom,  whatever  odium  the  party  conflicts  of 
his  time  may  have  cast  upon  his  political  charac- 
ter, I  will  say,  that  this  country  has  never  pro- 
duced a  statesman  of  higher  endowments.  And 
although  I  widely  differ  with  him  as  to  what  are 
said  to  have  been  his  views  of  the  principles  of  our 
Government,  yet  none  of  his  contemporaries,  un- 
less Washington  be  an  exception,  entertained  more 
profound  and  correct  views  of  its  policy.  The 
name  of  Hamilton  has  been  introduced  into  this 
discussion,  as  a  sanction  to  the  heterogeneous  pro- 
visions of  this  bill.  I  wish  to  God,  sir,  he  were 
living  and  present,  to  vindicate  himself  from  so 
unjust  an  imputation  I  Recurring  to  his  recorded 
opinions,  what  does  he  recommend?  That  a 
heavy  duty  should  be  laid  upon  unmanufactured 
wool  ?  The  very  reverse.  He  recommended  not 
only  that  it  should  be  imported  duty  free,  but  that 
a  bounty  should  be  given  upon  the  importation. 
If  you  really  desire  to  promote  and  protect  do- 
mestic manufactures,  it  is  our  true  policy  to  en- 
courage, instead  of  discouraging,  the  importation 
of  the  raw  material,  so  that  the  manufacturer  may 
obtain  it  as  cheap  as  practicable.  But  instead  of 
this,  you  absolutely  lay  almost  a  prohibitory  duty 
upon  the  raw  material.  Upon  what  can  this  be 
founded,  unless  upon  the  erroneous  and  unjusti- 
fiable policy  of  buying  up  different  interests  to 
insure  the  passage  of  the  bill  ?  I  presume  I  may 
use  this  language  without  offence,  as  some  gentle- 
men have  distinctly  avowed  that  they  view  thix 
measure  as  a  compromise  of  interests ;  or,  in  other 
words,  that  one  provision  is  to  be  regarded  as  the 
consideration  for  another.  But,  sir,  I  do  most 
earnestly  protest  against  this  principle,  as  one  of 
the  most  dangerous  that  can  be  introduced  into 
our  legislation.  Each  provision  should  stand  upon 
its  own  separate  and  distinct  merits,  and  if  it  can- 
not be  sustained  in  this  way,  it  ought  to  be  aban- 
doned.    But,  in  relation  to  this  article  of  wool,  it 
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is  a  mistaken  notion  to  suppose  that  you  really 

firomote  the  interest,  even  of  the  wool  grower,  by 
aying  a  heavy  duty  upon  foreign  wool.  The 
only  effectual  mode  of  benefiting  the  wool-grower, 
is  to  increase  the  domestic  manufacture,  and,  con- 
sequently, the  demand  for  wool ;  but  you  defeat 
this  object  precisely  in  the  degree  that  you  increase 
the  duty  on  the  raw  materiaf.  Great  Britain  has 
recently  made  an  experiment  upon  this  very  sub- 
ject, which  is  not  unworthy  of  our  attention.  The 
phancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  with  a  view  to  re- 
concile the  landed  interest  to  a  considerable  in- 
crease of  taxes,  laid  a  duty  of  six  pence  per  pound 
on  foreign  wool,  which  has,  theretofore,  been  sub- 
ject to  a  nominal  duty  only.  The  consequence 
was,  that  the  export  of  woollen  manufactures  was 
rapidly  reduced,  the  market  for  domestic  wool, 
and  consequently  its  price,  were  diminished,  and 
all  the  intere5ts  connected  with  wool  were  seriously 
injured. 

But,  sir,  there  are  various  other  articles  embraced 
in  this  bill,  the  duty  upon  which,  so  far  from  pro- 
ijnoting  manufactures,  will  operate  directly  against 
ihem.  Iron,  which  enters  largely  into  the  cost  of 
ibe  machinery  used  in  all  the  manufacturing  es- 
tablishments— and  hemp,  a  raw  material  used  in 
various  manufactures,  which  we  propose  to  en- 
courage, are  considered  by  the  friends  of  this  mea- 
sure as  two  of  the  leading  articles  entitled  to  the 
protection  of  Government.  Indeed,  we  are  told 
that  this  is  not  a  bill  for  the  protection  of  manu- 
factures merely,  but  for  the  protection  of  home 
industry.  The  argument  is,  that  we  ought  to  dis- 
courage, by  duties,  the  importation  of  every  arti- 
cle which  can  be  produced  at  home,  whether  it  be 
the  product  of  manufacture  or  agriculture.  Sir, 
there  never  prevailed  in  an  enlightened  body  so 
perfect  a  delusion.  It  assumes  that  foreign  com- 
merce is  a  national  evil,  that  every  nation  that  can 
furnish  us  with  the  articles  we  consume  cheaper 
than  we  can  make  them,  is  an  enemy  to  our  pros- 
perity; and,  in  a  word,  that  we  should  be  more 
prosperous  and  wealthy,  if  there  were  no  country 
in  existence  but  our  own.  Disguise  it  as  you  may, 
sir,  this  scheme  of  protecting  home  industry  in  the 
general,  without  reference  to  the  kind,  involves 
thealmost  entire  annihilation  of  foreign  commerce. 
It  embraces  within  its  proscription,  as  I  stated  on 
a  former  occasion,  almost  every  important  article 
of  human  consumption.  When  it  is  urged  that 
too  much  of  our  capital  and  labor  are  applied  to 
agricultural  pursuits,  and  that  we  ought  to  encour- 
age manufactures,  because  we  have  not  a  due  pro- 
portion of  our  industry  devoted  to  that  essential 
branch  of  national  wealth;  though  I  believe  that 
existing  laws  and  the  natural  course  of  things, 
will  afford  all  the  encouragement  that  ought  to  be 
desired  ;  yet  I  can  understand  the  argument.  It 
is  not  only  intelligible,  but  plausible.  But  when 
it  is  contended  that  we  must  protect  and  encour- 
age, by  duties  on  rival  productions,  not  only  man- 
ufacturing industry,  of  which  it  is  alleged  we  have 
too  little,  but  agricultural,  of  which  we  have  too 
much,  I  confess  myself  utterly  at  a  loss  to  compre- 
hend what  is  the  practical  end  at  which  gentlemen 
are  aiming.     But,  whatever  may  be  their  tiim,  it  is 


certain  that  the  result  of  their  system  would  be  the 
destruction  of  commerce.  If  we  make  every  thing 
we  consume  at  home,  we  will,  of  course,  import 
nothing;  and  if  we  import  nothing,  it  is  a  self- 
evident  proposition  that  we  can  export  nothing. 

Sir,  we  have  been  urged  to  the  adoption  of  this 
measure  by  the  highest  considerations  that  can  be 

addressed  to  the  patriotic  spirit  of  a  free  people 

we  have  been  told  that  it  is  essential  to  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  country  and  the  defensive  power 
of  the  Government.  No  man  can  be  more  sensi- 
ble to  these  considerations  than  I  am;  and  by  no 
one,  I  believe,  have  they  been  more  sincerely  and 
anxiously  regarded.  There  is  no  sacrifice  essen- 
tial to  the  independence  and  safety  of  the  country 
that  I  would  not  make.  I  would  disdain  the 
huckstering  spirit  that  would  even  count  the  cost 
of  these  objects.  But,  if  I  am  not  greatly  in  error, 
the  bearing  of  this  measure  upon  our  independ- 
ence and  safety  as  a  nation,  is  precisely  the  reverse 
of  what  gentlemen  have  supposed.  I  believe  there 
is  no  proposition  relative  to  the  policy  of  this 
country,  in  which  politicians  of  all  parties  so  gen- 
erally concur,  as  that  the  Navy  is  the  most  im- 
portant arm  of  our  defence.  Now,  the  naval 
power  of  the  country  absolutely  depends  upon  its 
commerce  and  navigation;  and  you  impair  the 
one  precisely  in  the  proportion  that  you  diminish 
the  others.  The  sailors  who  fight  your  battles  in 
war,  must  be  trained  in  your  merchant  ships  dur- 
ing peace.  You  may  build  ships,  but  you  cannot 
make  sailors,  upon  an  emergency.  liow,  then, 
stands  the  argument  on  the  subject  of  national 
defence  and  national  independence?  In  order  to 
provide  iron,  and  hemp,  and  clothing — articles  of 
which  the  production  could  be  increased  so  as  to 
meet  all  the  demands  of  the  country  in  six  months 
from  the  declaration  of  war — you  destroy  the  ele- 
ments of  our  naval  power,  which  cannot  exist  in 
war,  if  they  are  not  created  in  peace,  by  the  slow 
and  gradual  operation  of  commerce. 

But  we  have  been  informed,  in  the  course  of 
this  debate,  that  this  measure  will  have  the  effect 
rather  to  increase  than  diminish  our  foreign  com- 
merce!  A  most  extraordinary  anticipation,  cer- 
tainly; and  it  requires  the  most  unlimited  faith  in 
the  efficacy  of  political  nostrums,  to  believe  it  can 
be  realized.  Our  commerce  now  consists  in  ex- 
changing the  productions  of  our  soil  for  the  manu- 
factures and  peculiar  productions  of  other  coun- 
tries. The  great  mass  of  our  imports  consists  of 
manufactures. 

Now,  the  professed  object  of  this  measure  is  to 
provide  a  substitute  for  foreign  manufactures,  and 
thereby  prevent  their  importation.  Is  it  not  self- 
evident,  then,  that  you  will  diminish  our  existing 
commerce  precisely  to  the  extent  that  you  aug- 
ment your  domestic  manufactures?  But  this 
wonder-working  bill,  it  seems,  is  to  furnish  a  sub- 
stitute for  those  branches  of  our  foreign  commerce 
that  it  will  destroy.  If  any  thing,  on  such  a  sub- 
ject, is  susceptible  of  demonstration,  I  think  it  is 
the  delusiveness  of  such  an  expectation.  Of  what, 
I  ask,  is  this  new  commerce  to  consist?  It  will 
be  at  once  perceived  that  it  cannot  exist  without 
new  articles,  both  of  exportation  and  importation. 
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What,  then,  shall  we  be  enabled  to  export  that 
we  do  not  nowf  Manufactures,  it  is  said.  But, 
can  it  be  seriously  contended  that  manufactures, 
which  cannot  hold  a  competition  with  the  foreign 
io  our  own  markets,  with  the  heavy  duties  which 
have  existed  for  the  last  eight  years,  but  require 
the  additional  protection  provided  in  this  bill,  can 
maintain  a  successful  competition  in  foreign  mar- 
kets? In  other  words,  when,  with  an  average 
protection  (including  duties  and  transportation)  i 
of  at  least  thirty  per  cent.,  we  cannot  command 
the  home  market,  how  is  it  possible  that  we  can 
command  the  foreign  markets,  in  which  we  shall 
have  no  such  protection  ?  1  do  pronounce  it  to 
be  absolutely  a  visionary  expectation.  For  at 
least  half  a  century  to  come,  the  British  manu- 
facturers will  exclude  us  from  foreign  markets. 
A  few  occasional  exceptions,  resulting  from  pe- 
culiar circumstances,  do  not  weaken  the  general 
proposition. 

But,  another  inquiry  remains  to  be  made  in  re- 
lation to  the  commerce  which  is  to  compensate 
for  that  which  we  destroy.     What  description  of 
articles  shall  we  import  in  this  new  commerce  ? 
It  cannot  be  manufactures,  for  our  policy  excludes 
these  of  course.     They  are  to  be  our  exports  under 
this  new  system.     What,  then,  shall  we  import? 
The  productions  of  the  soil  ?     These,  we  are  told, 
are  superabundant,  and  literally  rotting  on  our 
hands  for  the  want  of  a  market.     This  new  com- 
merce, then,  is  to  realize  the  splendid  but  empty 
vision  of  exporting  every  thing  and   importmg 
nothing!     By  such  a  commerce,  we  should  cer- 
tainly avoid  one  evil  which  haunts  the  imagina- 
tions of  some  gentlemen:    The  balance  of  trade 
would  never  be  against  us.     But,  sir,  let  us  exam- 
me  this  subject  a  little  more  minutely.     It  is  said 
we  shall  export  our  manufactures  to  South  Ame- 
rica.    There  we  shall  come  m  competition  with 
British  manufactures.     Admitting,  for  a  moment, 
that  we  could  sell  our  manufactures  as  cheap  as 
the  British  could  sell  theirs  in  the  markets  of 
South  America,  yet  we  should  be  excluded,  be- 
cause  that   country    produces    nothing   that   we 
want,  but  precisely  that  which  our  rivals  want. 
The  great  staple  of  South  America  will   be  un- 
manufactured cotton,  which  is  the  great  staple  of 
this  country  also.     And  nothing  can  be  more  idle 
than  to  calculate  upon  a  profitable  commerce,  or, 
indeed,  any  commerce  at  all,  between  two  coun- 
tries that  produce  precisely  the  same  articles  for 
exportation.     The  argument,  therefore,  that  our 
commerce  will  not  be  diminished  by  this  system, 
is,  m  my  judgment,  utterly  fallacious.     And  even 
if  it  were  true,  in  point  of  fact,  that  a  new  com- 
merce could  be  substituted  for  that  which  we  cut 
off,  it  would  only  be  giving  up  a  natural  and  pro- 
fitable, for  a  forced  and  unprofitable  trade.     And 
here  I  will  remark  that  there  seems  to  be  a  palpa- 
ble inconsistency  in  the  arguments  of  the  advo- 
cates of  this  measure.     They  tell  us,  in  one  breath, 
that  their  object  is  to  relieve  the  country  from  its 
dependence  on  foreign  commerce,  and  in  the  next, 
that  our  foreign  commerce  will  be  increased.     If 
this  latter  proposition  be  true,  our  dependence  on 
foreign  commerce  will  be  greater  under  the  pro- 


posed system  than  it  now  is.  And,  unless  it  can 
be  shown  that  this  measure  will  produce  two  op- 
posite and  inconsistent  eflects  at  the  same  time,  it 
will  be  difficult  to  make  out  the  proposition  that 
our  commerce  will  be  increased,  and  our  depend- 
ence on  commerce  diminished. 

I  will  now  invite  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
a  few  remarks  as  to  the  practical  operation  of  this 
bill  upon  the  community.     Whatever  may  be  its 
effect  upon  domestic  manufactures,  I  speak  advis- 
edly when  I  say  it  will  operate  as  a  tax  upon  the 
people  to  the  extent  of  at  least  four  millions  of 
dollars.     And  whether   the  proceeds  of  this  tax 
shall  go  into  the   national   Ireasuryor   into  the 
pockets  of  individuals,  the  thing  about  which  there 
can  be  no  doubt,  is,  that  the  tax  will   be  paid  by 
the  people.     If  it  shall  o[)erate  merely  as  a  revenue 
measure,  it  will  not    benefit  the  manufacturers, 
and  is  subject  to  the  objection  that  it  is  unneces- 
sary, and    therefore  oppressive,   taxation.      If  it 
shall  operate  to  exclude  foreign  manufactures,  it 
is  liable  to  the  still  greater  objection  of  being  not 
only  an  oppressive,  but  an  unproductive  tax.    The 
people  pay,  but  the  Government  does  not  receive. 
In  ()oint  of  fact,  it  will  probably,  for  a  short  time, 
operate  partly  as  a  productive,  and  {jarily  as  an 
unproductive,  tax;  partly  as  an   increase  of  the 
revenue,  and   partly  as  a  bounty  to  the  manufac- 
turing interest.     But  we  are  advii^ed  to  submit 
quietly  to  these  burdens,  and   to  be  satisfied  with 
the  assurance  that  we  shall,  at  some  future  time, 
obtain  the  domestic  manufacture  as  cheap  as  we 
can  import  the  foreign.     Let  us  examine  this  idea 
for  a   moment.      And    I  would    remark,   at   the 
threshold  of  the  examination,  that  it  is  not  suffi- 
cient for  gentlemen  to  show  that  the  articles  for 
which  they  claim  protection  can  be  made  at  home 
cu  clieap  as  they  can  be  imported  from  abroad  un- 
der our  system  of  revenue  duties  ;  but  they  must 
further  show  that  they  can  be  made  as  cheap  as  the 
foreign  articles  could  be  imported  if  there  were  no 
revenue  duties  levied  upon  them.     Suppose,  for 
example,  that  the  gentlemen  could  clearly  make 
out  their  case,  that  all   the  manufactures  we  im- 
port can  be  made  at  home  precisely  as  cheap  as 
we  notr  import  them,  but  no  cheaper ;  and,  to  make 
the  illustration  more  complete,  suppose  that  they 
actually  were  made  at  home,  and  that  the  foreiga 
importation  had  ceased.     Wjiat  would  be  the  re- 
sult ?     It  is  true  we  should  obtain   the  articles  as 
cheap  as  we  do  now,  but  we  should  lose  the  whole 
revenue  of  the  country  derived  from  imposts,  and 
be  compelled  to  resort  to  other  sources  of  revenue. 
Even,  therefore,  in   the  case  supposed,  the  coun- 
try would  sacrifice  above  fifteen  millions  of  dol- 
lars per  annum  at  the  shrine  of  this  anti-commer- 
cial system.    And  this  is  the  strongest  case  which 
can   be  supposed  in  favor  of  domestic  manufac- 
tures.    The  supposition   that   they   can   ever   be 
made  as  cheap  as  the  foreign  fabrics  could  be  im- 
ported free  of  duty,  is  too  extravagant  to  be  in- 
dulged for  a  moment.     And  yet  this  supposition, 
chimerical  as  it  is,  must  be  realized  before  any 
benefit  can  result   to  the  coynlry  from  this  mea- 
sure, to  compensate  the  great  and  palpable  sacri- 
fices which  it  involves. 
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Looking  to  the  operation  of  this  measure  upon 
the  different  classes  of  the  community,  it  may  be 
fairly  slated  as  its  general  result,  thatit  will  sacri- 
fice the  laboring  classes  for  the  benefit  of  the  cap- 
italists. And  when  I  say  capitalists,  I  include  as 
well  those  who  employ  capital  in  some  of  the 
products  of  agriculture,  as  in  manufactures.  You 
propose  to  protect,  by  duties,  not  only  manufac- 
tures, but  wool, "hemp,  and  even  grain.  Ridiculous 
as  the  duty  upon  this  last  article  is,  it  serves  ad- 
mirably to  illustrate  the  genius  of  the  system. 

Although  the  manufacturing  interest  makes  the 
most  prominent  figure  in  this  scheme  of  protec- 
tion, the  question  is  no  longer  between  the  manu- 
facturing and  agricultural  interests,  but  between 
all  those  who  produce  more  than  they  consume  of 
the  articles  subject  to  duty,  and  those  who  purchase 
that  surplus  production.  From  this  it  is  obvious, 
that  but  a  very  small  part  of  the  community  can 
enjoy  the  benefit  of  this  system,  which  operates 
as  a  permanent  tax  upon  the  remainder.  As  to 
the  manufacturers  we  know  their  number  is  ex- 
ceedingly small  in  comparison  with  the  aggregate 
of  our  population.  But  the  smallness  of  the  num- 
ber of  farmers  who  can  be  benefited  by  this  bill, 
is  not  so  obvious.  There  exists  a  delusion  on  this 
point,  which  is  easily  removed.  It  is  supposed 
that  the  great  mass  of  the  farmers  will  participate 
in  the  bounties  provided.  But  every  practical 
observer  must  know,  in  relation  to  wool,  for  ex- 
ample, that  a  great  majority  of  the  farmers  can 
produce  no  more  than  they  consume  in  their  own 
families.  It  will  be  the  more  wealthy  farmers,  there- 
fore, who  will  realize  the  advantages,  such  as 
they  may  be,  of  this  compromise  with  the  manu- 
facturers, while  the  small  farmers  and  the  whole 
class  of  mere  laborers  will  be  compelled  to  bear 
the  burdens  of  the  system,  such  as  they  certainly 
are,  without  the  slightest  equivalent.  No  man 
has  pretended,  no  man  will  venture  to  assert,  that 
the  price  of  labor  will  be  increased  by  this  mea- 
sure. That,  sir,  the  thing  which  most  deserves 
encouragement,  is  left  unbountied  to  its  fate,  I 
do  pronounce  it,  that  this  is  a  combination,  not 
only  of  the  few  against  the  many,  but  of  the  weal- 
thy against  the  poor  ;  we  take  from  thos^e  who 
have  not,  and  give  to  those  who  have.  I  speak 
with  studied  precision  when  I  say,  that  those  who 
consume  what  they  do  not  make,  are  taxed  for  the 
benefit  of  those  who  make  what  they  do  not  con- 
sume. These  are  the  true  antagonist  powers  of 
this  system. 

The  experience  of  Great  Britain,  of  whose  pros- 
perity we  have  had  such  extravagant  descriptions, 
furnishes  a  most  striking  and  conclusive  illus- 
tration of  that  tendency  of  the  protecting  system 
which  I  am  now  considering.  It  is  true,  that 
Great  Britain  is  a. nation  of  vast  power  and  re- 
sources. To  the  eye  of  a  distant  beholder,  she 
undoubtedly  presents  a  splendid  spectacle.  But 
history,  while  it  records  the  achievements  of  her 
policy  and  her  arras,  says  nothing  of  the  condition 
of  her  people.  If  you  but  look  beyond  the  daz- 
zling surface,  you  wj^l  see  a  vast  population  push- 
ing their  industry  to  the  utmost  extent  of  their 
physical  power,  for  a  bare  subsistence,  to  say  noth- 


ing of  the  great  proportion  (about  one-sixth,  I  be- 
lieve, of  the  whole  number)  who  are  absolutely 
or  partially  dependent  upon  public  charity.  Yes, 
sir,  the  fact  is  so  universally  true  in  that  country, 
that  the  wages  of  labor  never  rise  higher  than  to  the 
point  at  which  the  laborer  can  barely  subsist  and 
perpetuate  his  race — that  it  is  laid  3own  by  the 
British  writers  on  the  subject,  as  a  settled  princi- 
ple of  political  economy.  If,  from  disease  or  other 
casualty,  a  laborer  is  unable  to  work  for  a  week, 
he  runs  the  risk  of  perishing.  It  never  enters  into 
the  calculation  of  the  British  laborer  to  improve 
his  condition  in  life;  and  it  is  in  the  power  of 
very  few,  even  to  lay  up  a  pittance  for  the  future. 
Such  is  the  condition  of  the  great  body  of  the 
people  of  Great  Britain,  who  have  been  charac- 
terized by  the  Speaker  as  the  happiest  people  on 
earth,  and  held  up  to  us  for  our  special  admiration. 
But,  sir,  even  if  the  prosperity  and  happiness  of 
Great  Britain  were  much  greater  than  they  are, 
upon  what  principle  of  sound  reasoning  can  they 
be  ascribed  to  her  system  of  commercial  restric- 
tions? I  am  ready  to  admit,  if  gentlemen  desire 
it,  that  her  prosperity  is  derived  mainly  from  her 
manufactures;  but  I  unequivocally  deny  that  these 
have  been  fostered  into  existence  by  the  restric- 
tive system.  A  few  palpable  facts  of  her  history 
will  render  this  apparent.  Which  of  her  manu- 
factures have  been  the  great  sources  of  her  pros- 
perity ?  Those  of  cotton,  wool,  and  iron,  undoubt- 
edly. Will  any  gentleman  venture  to  say  that 
these  have  derived  their  prosperity  from  the  pro- 
tecting system  ?  Where,  sir,  is  the  nation  that 
ever  for  a  moment  held  a  competition  with  Great 


Britain    in   cotton   fabrics,   and    against   whom, 


therefore,  protection  was  necessary  ?  From  the 
first  moment  of  its  existence,  this  manufacture  in 
Great  Britain,  like  the  raw  material  in  our  South- 
ern States,  set  all  competition  at  defiance.  Nei- 
ther ever  needed  or  received  the  protection  of 
Government.  Both  have  succeeded,  because  the 
countries  in  which  they  respectively  flourish  are 
peculiarly  adapted  to  their  production.  The  same 
remarks  are  true  (though  not  so  strikingly  true) 
in  relation  to  manufactures  of  wool  and  iron.  On 
the  contrary,  those  manufactures  which  have  been 
forced  into  existence  by  artificial  stimulants,  are 
regarded  by  all  the  enlightened  statesmen  of  the 
present  day  as  so  many  obstacles  to  British  pros- 
perity. This  is  emphatically  true  in  relation  to 
the  manufactures  of  silk.  In  fact,  sir,  you  might 
as  well  tell  me  that  the  muscular  energy  of  a 
giant  is  derived  from  the  fetters  he  sunders  into 
atoms,  as  that  the  prosperity  of  Great  Britain  is 
derived  from  her  restrictive  system. 

But  we  have  been  admonished  to  adopt  this 
system,  with  a  view  to  countervail  the  restric- 
tions and  bounties  by  which  other  nations  sustain 
their  domestic  industry ;  and  it  was  conceded  by 
the  Speaker,  that,  if  all  other  nations  would  pur- 
sue the  same  liberal  policy,  it  might  be  expedient 
to  leave  commerce  unshackled.  1  am  perfectly 
willing  to  meet  the  gentleman  upon  this  ground  ; 
and  if  I  do  not  show  that  the  principal  restriction 
which  the  existing  laws  of  foreign  countries  im- 
pose upon  our  commerce  operates  as  a  protection 
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to  our  manufactures,  instead  of  giving  them  a  j 
claim  to  the  protection  of  this  Government,  I  will  j 
acknowledge  my  entire  ignorance  of  the  subject,  i 
What,  then,  is  the  principal  restriction  of  which  j 
we  complain  ?  It  is  the  exclusion  by  Great  Brit- 
ain of  our  grain  from  her  market.  And  what  claim 
does  this  give  our  manufactures  to  the  interfer- 
ence of  Congress?  How  does  it  operate  against 
them?  On  tne  contrary,  is  it  not  perfectly  appa- 
rent that  it  operates  in  a  two-fold  manner  to  give 
them  an  advantage  over  their  British  rivals  ?  By 
raising  the  price  of  grain  in  England,  it  enhances 
the  price  of  labor  there;  and  by  diminishing  the 
price  of  grain  here,  it  also  dimmishes  the  wages 
of  the  laborer  here.  As  far,  therefore,  as  labor 
enters  into  the  price  of  manufactures,  this  very 
restriction  (of  British  policy)  is  a  direct  encour- 
agement to  our  manufacturing  industry.  But, 
perhaps  gentlemen  will  say,  it  is  the  growers  of 
grain  whose  interests  require  us  to  countervail  this 
injurious  restriction.  But  how  do  you  propose  to 
accomplish  this  object?  The  British  Government 
injure  our  farming  interest  by  excluding  our  grain 
and  reducing  its  price!  And  we  are  called  upon 
to  relieve  the  farmer,  not  by  increasing  the  price 
of  the  grain  which  he  has  to  sell,  but  of  the  man- 
ufactures which  he  must  purchase!  Sir,  there  is 
more  spirit  than  wisdom  in  such  a  policy  as  this: 
it  defeats  its  own  object. 

I  will  now  offer  a  few  remarks  upon  another 
view  of  this  subject,  to  which  our  attention  was 
called  by  the  Speaker.  He  told  us  that  this  Gov- 
ernment ought  to  pursue,  as  nearly  as  practicable, 
such  a  policy  in  relation  to  the  different  portions 
of  the  Union,  as  each  of  those  portions  would  re- 
spectively pursue,  if  existing  as  a  separate  confed- 
eracy. Let  us  then  inquire  what  would  be  the 
relative  situation  of  the  principal  subdivisions  of 
the  Union,  if  each  were  free  to  legislate  for  itself. 
And  1  will  first  examine  the  probable  condition 
of  that  subdivision  which  the  Speaker  him>elf 
represents — the  Western  country.  If  that  region 
■were  separated  from  the  rest  of  the  Union,  and 
formed  a  distinct  confederacy,  how  would  it  stand 
in  relation  to  this  very  question  ?  It  would  derive 
its  supplies  of  foreign  manufactures  principally 
through  the  Atlantic  States.  I  presume  it  would, 
because  it  has  done  so  heretofore,  and  it  would 
continue  to  be  the  interest  of  the  people  to  do  so. 
What  would  be  the  result?  What  power  would 
they  have  in  regulating  the  imposts  upon  foreign 
merchandise,  and  how  could  these  imposts  affect 
their  interests?  It  is  obvious  that  they  would 
have  no  agency  in  regulating  the  tariff  of  duties, 
and  would  yet  have  to  pay,  indirectly,  the  amount 
of  those  duties,  in  the  increased  price  of  imported 
articles  they  would  consume.  In  a  word,  the 
Western  States  would  be  tributary  to  the  Allan- 
tic  States.  When,  therefore,  the  gentlemen  from 
the  West  call  upon  us  to  adopt  this  measure  for 
their  benefit — a  benefit  which  I  am  sure  they  will 
never  realize — they  require  us  to  do  what  they 
could  not  themselves  do,  even  if  separated  from 
the  rest  of  the  Union,  unless  indeed  they  would 
cut  off  all  commercial  intercourse,  not  only  with 
Europe,  but  with  the  Atlantic  States  also.     But 


how  would  the  principle  laid  down  by  the  Speaker 
operate  upon  the  Southern  portion  of  our  Union  ? 
If  that  were  a  separate  confederacy,  (which  God 
forbid  that  it  ever  should  be  !)  what  power  could 
restrain  it  from  pursuing  its  own  most  obvious 
and  decided  interest,  by  having  a  free  and  unre- 
stricted intercourse  with  Europe?  And  when  we 
are  about  to  be  deprived  of  this  natural  right,  and 
to  see  our  interests  immolated  at  the  shrine  of  a 
voracious  idol,  which  devours  every  thing,  and 
produces  nothing,  it  ought  not  to  be  a  subject  of 
surprise  that  we  oppose  the  measure  as  a  direct 
invasion  of  our  most  essential  rights.  And,  if  I 
may  be  permitted  to  give  an  opinion  as  to  the 
true  interests  of  another  portion  of  the  Union,  I 
would  say,  most  confidently,  that,  if  New  York 
were  a  separate  State,  this  would  be  a  most  un- 
wise and  ruinous  policy  for  her  to  pursue.  For, 
if  there  be  a  State  in  the  Union  more  interested  in 
foreign  commerce  than  any  other,  it  is  New  York ; 
and  I  will  add,  if  there  be  one  more  interested 
than  all  others,  in  the  cotton  trade  of  the  South, 
that,  also,  is  New  York.  Yes,  sir,  that  commerce 
which  the  majority  of  her  representatives  now  seem 
to  contemn,  is  the  true  source  of  her  prosperity 
and  greatness;  and  there  is  no  portion  of  that 
commerce  so  important  as  that  which  this  mea- 
sure is  calculated  to  jeopardize,  if  not  to  destroy — 
the  carrying  trade  of  the  South.  Without  this, 
the  city  of  New  York,  the  great  emporium  of  the 
Union,  would  be  deprived  of  half  its  wealth,  and 
shorn  of  half  its  splendor.  And  here,  sir,  I  will 
say  a  word  or  two  in  relation  to  a  view  of  this 
subject,  which  seems  to  have  great  weight  with 
the  gentlemen  who  represent  the  inti-rior  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  fhey  believe  that,  by  rear- 
ing up  manufactories,  they  will  create  a  market 
for  their  grain  :  but,  do  they  not  perceive,  that 
commerce  furnishes  a  market  for  this  article,  much 
more  extensive  than  they  can  reasonably  antici- 
pate from  the  manufactories  they  can  create? 
The  city  of  New  York  alone,  nourished  and  sus- 
tained by  the  very  commerce  which  this  bill  is 
calculated  to  destroy,  creates,  by  its  consumption, 
a  more  extensive  market  for  the  grain  of  the  in- 
terior than  will  be  created  by  all  the  manufactur- 
ing establishments  which  this  system  will  bring 
into  existence  in  half  a  century.  Indeed,  this  idea 
of  obtaining  a  market  for  grain,  by  forcing  man- 
ufactures into  existence — an  idea  which  has  made 
a  very  stronoj  impression  upon  the  farming  inter- 
est in  the  Middle  and  Western  States — can  never 
be  realized,  but  to  a  very  moderate  extent.  In 
the  existing  state  of  the  arts,  manufactures  are 
made  principally  by  machinery,  which  consumes 
no  grain — so  that  it  would  not,  perhaps,  be  going 
too  far  to  say,  that  the  agents  directly  and  indi- 
rectly employed,  by  commerce,  in  supplying  the 
country  with  a  given  quantity  of  foreign  manu- 
factures, consume  as  much  of  the  products  of  the 
soil,  as  would  be  consumed  by  the  agents  who 
would  be  employed  in  the  fabrication  of  the  same 
quantity  of  domestic  manufactures. 

While  considering  the  opeffation  of  this  measure 
upon  the  several  divisions  and  interests  of  the 
Union,  I  hope  I  shall  be  excused  for  repeating, 
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with  a  view  to  further  illustration,  an  idea  which 
I  advanced  at  an  early  stage  of  the  discussion  upon 
the  details  of  this  measure,  the  correctness  of  which, 
however,  has  been  since  repeatedly  denied.  I 
stated,  and  I  now  deliberately  repeat  it,  that  the 
cotton  of  the  Southern  States,  the  great  source  of 
our  prosperity,  constituting  one-third  of  the  whole 
export  of  the  Union,  has  reached  that  critical  point 
in  the  competition  with  foreign  cottons,  when  any 
material  derangement  of  our  commercial  relations 
with  Great  Britain  must  inevitably  expose  us  to 
the  hazard  of  losing  the  market  of  that  country, 
at  least  to  a  very  considerable  extent.  If  we  cease 
to  take  the  manufactures  of  Great  Britain,  she 
will  assuredly  cease  to  take  our  cotton  to  the  same 
extent.  It  is  a  settled  principle  of  her  policy — a 
principle  not  only  wise  but  essential  to  her  exist- 
ence— to  purchase  from  those  nations  who  receive 
her  manufactures,  la  preference  to  those  who  do 
not.  You  have,  heretofore,  been  her  best  custom- 
ers, and  therefore  it  has  been  her  policy  to  pur- 
chase our  cotton  to  the  full  extent  of  our  demand 
for  her  manufactures.  But,  say  gentlemen,  Great 
Britain  does  not  purchase  our  cotton  from  affec- 
tion, but  interest.  I  grant  it  sir,  and  that  is  the 
very  reason  of  my  decided  hostility  to  a  system 
which  will  make  it  her  interest  to  purchase  from 
other  countries  than  our  own.  It  is  her  interest 
to  purchase  cotton,  even  at  a  higher  price,  from 
those  countries  which  receive  her  manufactures 
in  exchange.  It  is  better  for  her  to  give  a  little 
more  for  cotton,  than  to  obtain  nothing  for  her 
manufactures.  It  will  be  remarked,  that  the  sit- 
uation of  Great  Britain  is,  in  this  respect,  widely 
different  from  that  of  the  United  States.  The 
powers  of  her  soil  have  been  already  pushed  very 
nearly  to  the  maximum  of  their  productiveness. 
The  productiveness  of  her  manufactures,  on  the 
contrary,  is  as  unlimited  as  the  demand  of  the 
whole  world.  She,  therefore,  has  no  choice  of 
pursuits.  Her  surplus  capital  and  labor  must  be 
directed  to  manufactures,  or  remain  idle  and  un- 
productive. A  demand  for  her  manufactures  is, 
then,  from  the  very  necessity  of  her  condition,  the 
primary  consideration,  to  which  every  other  must 
be  subservient  in  the  regulation  of  her  commer- 
cial relations.  To  say,  therefore,  that  she  will 
continue  to  purchase  our  cotton,  because  she  can 
get  it  a  little  cheaper  than  other  cottons,  after  we 
have  ceased  to  purchase  her  manufactures,  is  to 
suppose  that  she  will  be  utterly  blind  to  her  own 
necessities;  that  she  will,  ia  fact,  abandon,  where 
it  is  most  indispensable,  that  very  policy  which 
the  friends  of  this  bill  now  call  upon  us  to  adopt, 
in  a  spirit  of  reckless  speculation,  without  consid- 
ering that  our  circumstances  are  the  very  reverse 
of  those  which  render  such  a  policy  necessary  to 
Great  Britain.  In  fact,  sir,  the  policy  of  Great 
Breat  Britain  is  not,  as  gentlemen  seem  to  suppose, 
to  secure  the  home  but  the  forpign  market  for  her 
manufactures.  The  former  she  has  without  an 
effort.  It  is  to  attain  the  latter  that  all  her  policy 
and  enterprise  are  brought  into  requisition.  The 
manufacturer  of  thai  country  are  the  basis  of  her 
commerce ;  our  manufactures,  on  the  contrary, 
are  to  bo  the  destruction  of  our  commerce.     And 


yet,  in  a  spirit  of  blind  and  undiscriminating  imi- 
tation, we  are  called  upon  to  follow  the  example 
of  Great  Britain,  by  adopting  a  policy  which  will 
produce  a  result  precisely  the  opposite  of  that 
which  she  has 'experienced  of  her  policy;  or,  in 
other  words,  we  are  required  to  adopt,  in  deference 
to  British  wisdom,  a  system  the  very  reverse  of 
that  which  British  policy  would  pursue,  under  the 
same  circumstances!  It  cannot  be  doubted  that, 
in  pursuance  of  the  policy  of  forcing  her  manu- 
factures into  foreign  market"!,  she  will,  if  deprived 
of  a  large  portion  of  our  custom,  direct  all  her  ef- 
forts to  South  America.  That  country  abounds 
in  a  soil  admirably  adapted  to  the  production  of 
cotton,  and  will,  for  a  century  to  come,  im]>ort 
her  manufactures  from  foreign  countries.  Under 
these  circumstances,  it  is  obvious  that  Great  Brit- 
ain will  use  every  efl'orl  to  stimulate  the  industry 
of  South  America,  by  the  various  commercial  ad- 
vantages she  has  it  in  her  power  to  present,  and 
to  make  up,  by  this  new  trade,  the  loss  she  will 
have  sustained  in  being  deprived  of  ours.  But  I 
must  hasten  to  bring  my  remarks  to  a  conclusion, 
lest  I  should  exhaust  that  indulgent  patience  which, 
I  fear,  I  have  already  taxed  too  severely.  A  few 
words,  and  I  shall  have  done. 

It  would  be  some  consolation  to  me,  sir,  if  I 
could  believe  that  the  heavy  impositions,  which 
must  operate  so  oppressively  upon  the  part  of  the 
Union  I  have  the  honor  to  represent,  would  pro- 
duce an  equivalent  benefit  to  other  portions  oi  the 
Union.  If  my  constituents  must  be  sacrificed,  it 
would  in  some  degree  soothe  their  injured  feelings, 
if  they  could  have  this  excuse,  at  least,  for  quietly 
submitting  to  their  fate,  hard  as  it  is,  and  unjust 
as  they  believe  it  to  be.  But  even  this  humble 
consolation  is  denied  us.  We  are  doomed  to  suffer, 
under  a  clear  conviction  that  our  sufferings  will 
administer  no  relief  to  the  distresses,  whether  real 
or  imaginary,  of  any  portion  of  our  fellow-citizens. 
We  are  to  be  made  the  victims  of  a  system  "  which 
not  enricheth  them,  but  makes  us  poor  indeed" — a 
system  which  wages  war,  not  against  our  enemies, 
but  our  friends;  not  against  the  hostile  regulations 
of  other  countries,  but  against  the  advantages  of 
our  natural  position  in  the  world,  and  the  munifi- 
cent bounties  of  an  all-wise  Providence — a  system 
which  has  originated  in  discontent,  and  must  in- 
evitably end  in  disappointment.  Against  such  a 
system  I  do  most  solemnly  protest,  as  a  palpable 
invasion  of  those  rights  and  interests  which  I  am 
charged  to  defend  and  protect.  And  I  do  beseech 
its  advocates,  as  they  regard  the  principles  of  jus- 
tice, the  interests  of'^  the  Republic,  or  the  mutual 
good  will  of  its  members,  to  pause  before  they  give 
this  bill  the  irrevocable  sanction  of  their  final  vote. 
If,  however,  they  should  pass  it,  even  with  a  ma- 
jority of  a  single  vote,  I  shall,  as  bound  by  my 
allegiance,  submit  to  it  as  one  of  the  laws  of  my 
country.  I  have  endeavored,  with  zeal  and  fidel- 
ity, to  discharge  my  duty  as  a  Representative.  I 
trust  I  shall  never  be  found  wanting  in  my  duty 
as  a  citizen.  I  must  take  leave,  however,  to  say 
one  parting  word  to  the  authors  of  this  measure; 
I  thank  God  that,  if  mine  is  to  be  the  suffering, 
theirs  will  be  the  responsibility. 
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When  Mr.  McDdffie  had  concluded — 

Mr.  Marklev,  of  Pennsylvania,  rose,  not,  he 
said,  to  make  a  speech  upon  the  bill,  although 
such  had  origioally  been  his  intention  ;  but  he 
thought,  after  so  long  a  discussion,  the  House 
roust  be  ready  and  anx^tous  to  take  the  final  ques- 
tion on  the  bill.  He  therefore  moved  a  call  of  the 
House. 

After  the  call  was  concluded,  the  doors  were 
closed  ;  four  meoabers  only  were  found  to  be  ab- 
sent. 

Mr.  Stewart  then  moved  to  dispense  with  all 
further  proceedings  in  relation  to  the  call:  his 
motion  was  carried. 

Mr.  Trimble,  of  Kentucky,  rose  to  call  for  the 
previous  queiition.  He  said  he  thought  the  present 
a  proper  lime  to  finish  the  debate.  It  was  known 
that  one  member  was  attending,  contrary  to  the 
advice  of  his  physicians,  and  two  or  three  others 
contrary  to  the  advice  of  prudence.  He  admittj^d 
that  some  courtesy  was  due  to  those  who  wanted 
to  speak,  but  much  more,  he  thought,  was  due  to 
those  whose  sense  of  duty  had  brought  them  to 
the  House  from  sick  beds.  He  was  one  of  those 
who  had  intended  to  present  his  views  of  the  sub- 
ject before  the  final  question  was  taken,  and  some 
things  had  been  said  on  yesterday  which  called 
for  a  reply  from  the  friends  of  the  bill ;  but  he 
had  ^redetermined  to  waive  his  right  to  do  so, 
and  hoped  that  gentlemen  on  both  sides  would 
consent  to  close  the  discussion.  IN'o  tariff'  had 
ever  been  debated  in  cold  blood,  and  the  old  mem- 
bers would  sup|K)rt  him  in  saying,  that  the  debate 
on  the  present  bill  was  marked  with  more  temper- 
ance than  on  former  occasions.  He  hoped  it  would 
terminate  in  the  same  spirit  of  moderation  and 
forbearance  that  had  marked  its  progress.  Fie 
assured  the  House  that  he  made  the  call  under  a 
sense  of  duty,  but  in  the  full  spirit  of  deference 
for  those  who  might  oppose  it. 

The  call  was  sustained — 101  members  ?oting 
in  favor  of,  and  98  against  it. 

Mr.  Randolph  rose  and  demanded  another 
count. 

The  Chair,  in  pursuanceof  a  rule  of  the  House, 
then  apfwinted  Messrs.  Randolph  and  Taylor 
as  tellers  ;  and  the  members  on  each  side  of  the 
question  were  counted,  by  passing  between  the 
tellers,  and  returned  as  follows:  In  favor  of  the 
previous  question  103,  against  it  95. 

So  the  House  determined  in  favor  of  the  pre- 
Tious  question. 

Mr.  Webster  then  rose.  He  said  he  had  been 
waiting  in  the  House  for  several  days,  laboring 
under  severe  indisposition,  in  order  to  make  a 
motion  in  relation  to  this  bill,  which  was  of  vital 
importance  to  his  constituents;  but  as  he  had  not 
vet  had  an  opportunity  to  do  it,  he  moved  that  the 
bill  be  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table.  Upon  this 
question  he  requested  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  accordingly  ordered  ; 

and  the  House  refused  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table 

yeas  98,  nays  110,  as  follows  : 

Yeas— Messrg.  .\bbot,  .\Iexander  of  Virginis,  Allen 
of  MtMScbuaetts,  Alien  of  Tennessee,  Archer.  Bay- 
Um,   p.  p.  Barbour,  Bartlelt,    Bassett,   Blair,    Breck, 


Brent,  Burleigh,  Burton,  Oamhreleng.  Campbell  of 
South  Carolina,  Carter,  Cary,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Conner, 
Culpeper,  Cushrnan.  Cuthbert,  Day,  Dwinell,  Ed- 
wards of  North  Carolina,  Floyd,  Foot  of  Connecticut, 
Foote  of  New  York,  Forsyth.  Fro*t.  Fuller,  Garnett. 
Gatlin,  Gist,  Govan,  Guriey.  Hall,  Hamilton,  Harrej, 
Hayward,  Hcrrick,  Hobart,  Uogeboom,  Houks,  Kent, 
Lathrop,  Lcftwich,  Lincoln,  Litchtield,  Livermore. 
Livingston,  Lock,  Long,  Longfellow,  McCoy,  McDuf- 
fie,  McKee,  Mangum,  Mercer,  Moore  of  Alabama, 
Neale,  Nel<K>n,  Newton,  O'Brien,  Owen,  Plumer  of 
New  Hampshire,  Poinsett,  Randolph,  Rankin,  Reed, 
Reynolds,  Rives,  Saunders,  Sandford,  Sibley,  Arthur 
Smith,  Alexander  Smyth,  William  Smith,  Spaight, 
Spence,  Standefer,  A.  Stevenson,  J.  Stephenson,  Tal- 
iaferro, Tattnall,  Thompson  of  Georgia,  Tucker  of 
Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Vance  of  North 
Carolina,  Warfield,  Webster.  Whipple,  Williams  of 
New  York,  Williams  of  Virginia,  W  illiama  of  North 
Carolina,  and  Wilson  of  South  Carolina. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Allison, 
Barber  of  Conn.,  J.  S.  Barbour,  Barlley,  Beecher, 
Bradley,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Buck,  Buckner,  Cady, 
Campbell  of  Ohio,  Cassedy,  Clark,  Collins.  Condict, 
Cook,  Crafts,  Craig,  Crowninshield,  Durfee,  Dwight, 
Eaton.  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Ellis.  Far* 
relly,  Findlay,  Forward,  Garrison,  Gazlay,  Harris, 
Hayden,  Hemphill,  Henry,  Herkimer,  Holcombe, 
Houston,  Isacks,  Jenkins,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  J.  T. 
Johnson,  F\  Johnson,  Kidder.  Kremer,  Lawrence, 
Letcher,  Little,  McArthur,  McKean,  McKira,  McLane 
of  Delaware,  .McLean  of  Ohio,  Mallary,  Markley, 
Marlindale,  Marvin,  Matlack,  Matson,  .Metcalfe,  Mil- 
ler, Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania,  Mitchell  of  Maryland, 
Moore  of  Kentucky  Morgan,  Patterson  of  IVnnsyl- 
vania,  Patterson  of  Ohio,  Plumer  of  Pennsylvania, 
Prince,  Richards,  Rich,  Rogers,  Rose,  Ross,  Sterling, 
Scott,  Sharpe,  Sloane.  Stewart,  Stoddart,  Siorrs, 
Strong,  Swan,  Taylor,  Ten  Eyck,  Te^it,  Thompson 
of  Kentucky,  Tod,  Tomiinson,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Tyson, 
Udree,  Vance  of  Ohio,  Van  Rensselaer,  Van  Wyck, 
Vinton,  Wayne,  Whitman,  Whitilescy,  White.  Wick- 
liffe,  James  Wilson,  Henry  Wilson,  Wilson  of  Ohio, 
Wood,  Woods,  and  Wright. 

The  previous  question  was  then  put,  to  wit: 
Shall  the  main  question  be  now  put  ?  and  passed 
in  the  affirmative — yeas  110,  nays  97,  as  follows: 

YsAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander  of  Tennessee, 
Allen  of  Tennessee,  .Allison,  Barbour  of  Connecticut, 
J.  S.  Barbour,  Hartley,  Beecher,  Blair,  Bradley, 
Brown,  Buchanan,  Buck,  Buckner,  Cady.  Campbell 
of  Ohio,  Csfsedy,  Collins,  Condict,  Cook,  Crafts, 
Crsig,  Durfee,  Eaton,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, Ellis,  Fsrreliy,  Findlsy,  Forward,  Garrison. 
Gazlay,  Harris,  Hayden,  Hemphill,  Henry,  Herkimer, 
Houston,  Isacks,  Jenkins,  Johnson  of  Virj^inis,  J.  T. 
JobBson,  F.  Johnson,  Kent,  Kidder,  Kremer,  Law- 
rence, Letcher,  Little,  McArthur,  McKean,  McKim, 
.McLeanof  Ohio,  Mallary,  Markley,  Msrtindsle,  Mar- 
vin,  Mstlack,  Matson,  Metcalfe,  Miller,  Mitchell  of 
Pennsylvania,  Moore  of  Kentucky,  Morgan,  Patterson 
of  Pennsylvania,  Patterson  of  Ohio,  Plumer  of  Penn- 
sylvsnis,  Prince,  Richsrds.  Rich,  Rogers,  Rose,  Ross, 
Sandford,  Scott,  Sharpe,  Sloane,  Standefer,  Sterling, 
Stewart, Stoddard,  Storrs,  Strong,  Swan,  Taylor,  Ten 
Eyck,  Test,  Thompson  of  Kentucky,  Tod,  Tomiinson, 
Tracy,  Trimble,  Tyson,  Udree,  Vsnce  of  Ohio,  Van 
Renaselaer,  Van  Wyck,  Vinton,  Wayne,  Whitman, 
Whittlesey,  While,  W'ickliffe,  Williams  of  New  York, 
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James  Wilson,  Henry  Wilson,  Wilson  of  Ohio,  Wood, 
Woods,  snd  WriijhL 

Na*» — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexsnder  of  Virginia,  Al- 
len of  Massachusetts,  Archer,  Baylies,  P.  P.  Barbour, 
Bartlett,  Bassett,  Breck,  Brent,"  Burleigh,  Burton,  ' 
Csmbreleng,  Campbell  of  South  Csrolina,  Carter, 
Csry,  Clark,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Conner,  Crowninshield, 
Culpeper,  Cnshman.  Cuthbert,  Day,  Dwinell,  Dwight, 
Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Fluyd,  Foot  of  Connecti- 
cut, Foote  of  New  York,  Forsyth,  Frost,  Fuller,  Gar- 
nett, Gatlin,  Gut,  Govan,  Guriey,  Hall,  Hamilton, 
Harvey,  Hayward,  Herrick,  Hobart,  Hogel>o>'m, 
Hooks,  Lsthrop,  Leftwich.  Lincoln,  Litchfield,  Liver- 
more.  Livingston,  Locke,  Long,  Longfellow,  McCoy, 
McDuffie,  McKee,  McLane  of  Delaware,  Mani^uin, 
Mercer,  Mitchell  of  Maryland,  Moore  of  Alabama, 
Neale,  Nelson,  Newton,  O'Brien,  Owen,  Plumer  of 
New  Hampshire,  Poinsett,  Randolph.  Rankin,  Reed, 
Reynolds,  Rives,  Saunders,  Sibley,  Arthur  Smith, 
Alexander  Smyth,  William  Smith.  Spaight,  Spence, 
A.  Stevenson,  J.  Stephenson,  Taliaferro,  Tattnall. 
Thompson  of  Georgia,  Tucker  of  Virgina,  Tucker  of 
South  Carolina,  Vance  of  North  Carolina,  WarfieM. 
Webster,  Whipple,  Williams  of  Virginia,  Williams 
of  North  Carolina,  and  Wilson  of  South  Carolina. 

The  main  question  was  then  put,  to  wit :  Shall 
the  bill  pass?  and  passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas 
107,  nays  102,  as  follows: 

Yr.4S — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexsmler  of  Tennessee, 
Allison,  Barber  of  Connecticut,  Bartley,  Beecher,  Brad- 
ley, Brown,  Buchanan,  Buck,  Buckner,  Cady.  Camp- 
bell of  Ohio,  Cassedy,  Clark.  Cllins,  Condict,  Cook. 
Crafts,  Craig,  Durfee,  Dwight,  Eaton,  Eddy,  Edward* 
of  Pennsylvania,  Elhs,  Farrelly,  Findlay,  Forward, 
Garrison,  Gazlay,  Harris.  Hayden,  Hemphill,  Henry, 
Herkimer.  Holcombe,  Houston,  Jenkins,  Johnson  of 
Virginia,  J.  T  Johnson,  F.  Johnson,  Kidder,  Kremer, 
Lawrence.  Letcher,  Little,  Mc.\rthur,  McKean,  McKim, 
McLane  ot  Delaware,  McLeanof  Ohio,  Mallary,  Mark- 
ley,  Martindale,  Marvin,  Matlack,  .Matson,  Metcalfe, 
Miller,  .Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania,  Mitchell  of  Maryland, 
Moore  of  Kentucky,  Morgan,  Patterson  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Patterson  of  Ohio,  Plumer  of  Pennsylvania, 
Prince,  Richards,  Rich,  Rogers,  Rose,  Ross,  Scott, 
Sharpe,  Sloan,  Stirling,  Stewart,  Stoddard,  Slorrn, 
Strong,  Swan,  Taylor.  Ten  Eyck,  Test,  Thompson  of 
Kentucky,  Tod,  Tomiinson,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Tyson, 
Udree,  Vsnce  of  Ohio,  Van  Rensselaer,  Van  Wyrk, 
Vinton,  Wayne,  Whitman,  Whittlesey,  White,  Wick- 
lifle,  James  Wilson,  Henry  Wilson,  Wilson  of  Ohio, 
Wood,  Woods,  and  Wright. 

Nats — Messrs.  .\bbot,  Alexsnder  of  Virginia,  Allen 
of  MassachusetU,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Archer,  Baylies, 
P.  P.  Barbour,  J.  S.  Barbour,  Bartlett,  Bassett,  Blair, 
Breck,  Brent,  Burleigh,  Burton,  Cambreleng,  Camp- 
bell of  South  Carolina,  Carter,  Cary,  Cobb,  Cocke, 
Conner,  Crowninshield,  Culpeper,  Cushman,  Cuth- 
bert, Day,  Dwinell,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Floyd, 
Foot  of  Connecticut,  Foote  of  New  York,  Forsyth, 
Frost,  Fuller,  Garnett,  Gatlin,  Gist,  Govan,  Guriey, 
Hall,  Hamilton,  Harvey,  Hayward,  Herrick,  Hobart, 
Hogel>oom,  Hooks,  Isacks,  Kent,  Lathrop,  Lee,  Left- 
wich,  Lincoln,  Litchfield,  Livermore,  Livingston, 
Locke,  Long,  Longfellow,  McCoy,  McDuflie,  McKee, 
Mangum,  .Mercer,  Moore  of  Alabama,  Neale,  Nelson, 
Newton,  O'Brien,  Owen,  Plumer  of  New  Hampshire, 
Poinsett,  Randolph,  Rankin,  Reed,  Reynolds,  Rives, 
Saunders,  Sandtord,  Sibley,  Arthur  Smith,  Alexander 
Smyth,  WilUam  Smith,  Spaight,  Spence,  Standefer, 


A.  Stevenson,  J.  Stephenson,  Taliaferro,  Tattnall, 
ThomptKin  of  Georgia,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of 
South  Carolina,  Vance  of  North  Carolina,  Warfield, 
Webster,  Whipple,  Williams  of  New  York,  Wilhsms 
of  Virginia,  Williams  of  North  Carolina,  snd  Wilson 
of  South  Carolina. 

Ordered^  That  the  title  be  "An  act  to  ameod 
the  several  acts  imposing  duties  on  imports,"  and 
that  the  Clerk  do  carry  the  said  bill  to  the  Senate 
to  ask  their  concurrence  therein. 


Monday,  April  19. 

Mr.  McKean  presented  memorials  from  suodry 
citizens  of  the  United  Slates,  praying  that  the 
benefits  of  the  law  of  the  18th  of  March,  1818, 
may  be  extended,  without  distinction,  to  all  the 
Recdutumary  few  who  faithfully  served  their  coun- 
try in  the  Revolutionary  war. — Laid  upon  the 
table. 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  presented  a  petitioa 
of  sundry  inhabitants  of  New  Jersey,  praying  for 
the  aid  of  Government,  in  improving  and  render- 
ing safe  the  harbor  of  Newcastle,  Delaware. — Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  Kent  laid  before  the  House  an  act  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  incorporat- 
ing the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company 

Referred  to  the  select  committee,  appointed  on  the 
5th  of  December  last,  on  so  much  of  the  Presi- 
dent's Message  as  relates  to  a  connexion  of  the 
waters  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio,  by  means  of  a 
canal. 

Mr  McLane,  of  Delaware,  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  to  which  was  referred 
the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Thomas  Hewes,"  reported  the  same  with- 
out amendment,  and  it  was  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  masters  of 
vessels,  in  certain  cases,  to  clear  out  either  at  the 
cu.<tom-house  of  Petersburg,  or  that  of  Richmond; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Ha.milton,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  reported  a  bill  concerning  the  allow- 
ance of  pensions  upon  a  relinquishment  of  bounty 
lands  ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mallary,  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  establishing  the  city  of  Troy,  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  as  a  port  of  delivery, 

Mr.  Moore,  of  Alabama,  laid  the  following  re- 
solution on  the  table  for  consideration  to-morrow, 
viz  : 

Retoived,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to 
communicate  to  this  House  such  information  ss  msy 
be  in  the  possession  of  the  department,  connected  with 
the  circumstances  under  which  it  is  alleged  an  error 
was  committed  in  the  location  of  640  seres  of  land,  re- 
served to  George  Harlin,  by  the  3d  article  of  the  treaty 
made  with  the  Cherokee  nation  of  Indians,  on  the 
27th  of  February,  18 19,  with  such  explsnstory  remsrks 
as  may  be  justifiable  from  all  the  circumstances  of  the 
case ;  in  reference  to  the  supposed  difference  in  the 
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▼alu«  of  the  rMervation  u  granted  by  the  said  3d  ar- 
ticle of  the  treaty,  and  that  which  it  i«  alleged  was 
deaigned  to  be  obtained  by  it. 

Mr.  Longfellow  laid  the  following  resolution 
on  the  table  for  consideration  to-morrow,  viz : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  this  House  the  cor- 
respondence between  this  Government  and  France, 
relating  to  spoliations  committed  on  American  com* 
merce  between  the  years  1793,  and  1800;  and  aUo, 
relating  to  the  claims  of  France  upon  this  Government, 
for  not  complying  with  the  treaties  of  alliance  and 
commerce  of  February  6,  1778. 

Bills  from  the  Senate  of  the  following  titles,  viz: 

1st.  An  act  to  provide  for  the  sale  of  the  ware- 
house at  the  former  quarantine  ground,  near  the 
English  Turn,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  for 
the  erection  of  a  dwelling-house  at  the  Balize,  in 
the  said  State,  for  the  use  of  the  boarding  officer 
at  that  place,  and  for  other  purposes ; 

2d.  An  act  supplementary  to  an  act  of  Con- 
gress, passed  on  the  30th  day  of  June,  1S12,  en- 
titled "An  act  making  further  provision  for  settling 
the  claims  to  land  in  the  Territory  of  Missouri ;" 

3d.  An  act  for  the  relief  uf  Elijah  Van  Syckle 
of  Philadelphia  ; 

4lh.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Shields; 

5th.  An  act  for  enclosing  the  burial  ground  of 
Christ  Church,  Washington  Parish  ;  were  sever- 
ally read  the  first  and  second  lime,  and  referred — 
the  1st,  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  ; 
the  2d,  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands; 
the  3d,  10  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means; 
the  4th,  to  the  Committee  of  Claims;  the  5th, 
to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

ADDRESS  OF  NINIAN  EDWARDS. 

The  Speaker  communicated  to  the  House  an 
address  of  Ninian  Edwards,  late  a  Senator  of  the 
United  States,  from  the  State  of  Illinois,  com- 
plaining that  injustice  has  been  done  him  in  a  re- 
port from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accom- 
panying the  correspondence  between  the  Treasury 
Department  and  the  banks  in  the  different  States, 
upon  the  subject  of  the  deposites  of  public  money 
in  said  banks;  exculpating  himself, and  also,  pre- 
ferring certain  charges  against  the  said  Secretary. 
The  address  is  as  follows: 

Wheiliho,  Va.,  April  6,  1824. 
Si«  :  I  have  the  honor  to  request  you  to  present  the 
address  herewith  transmitted,  with   its  accompanying 
notes  and  documrntti,  to  the  House  of  Keprrsentatives 
of  the  Congress  of  the  United  Slates. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  <kc. 

NINIAN  EDWARDS. 
Hon.  Hi!»RT  Clat, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Reps. 

To  the  honorable  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
Congress  of  the  United  Stales  : 

A»  certain  proceedings  at  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress, under  the  authority  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, and  a  recent  report  to  your  honorable  body,  by 
the  Hon.  Wm.  H.  Crawford,  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, seem  to  have  been  intended,  and  are  calculated, 
to  cast  upon  me  imputations  injurious  to  my  charac- 
ter, which  I  know  to  be  unjust,  and  which,  I  think,  I 


can  demonstrate  to  be  so,  I  trust  no  apology  can  b« 
necessary  for  my  requesting  leave  to  present  my  vin- 
dication against  those  irjputatioaa,  directly  to  your 
honorable  body  ;  in  order  that  it  may  be  conveyed  to 
the  nation  through  the  same  channel  by  which  I  have 
been  as:iailed. 

This  is  a  right  which,  under  similar  circumstances, 
I  should  suppose,  ought  not  to  be  denied  to  the  hum- 
blest individual  in  the  Union.  In  this  case,  it  is  due 
to  the  nation  itttelf,  in  consideration  of  the  station  I 
lately  held,  and  that  which  I  have  now  the  honor  to 
hold ;  and,  owing  to  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  my 
case,  it  is  emphatically  demanded,  on  my  account,  bj 
every  principle  of  honor,  and  every  regard  to  justice. 
Nor  is  it  unprecedented  in  either  House  of  Congress, 
in  cases  which  certainly  had  no  greater  claim  to  such 
indulgence. 

It  will  be  seen  that  I  was  called  upon  by  a  commit- 
tee of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  last  seasioo, 
as  a  witness  to  testify  before  it;  that  I  was  subjected 
to  an  examination,  which  has  not  iu  parallel  in  the 
records  of  any  free  country;  and  that,  after  the  lapse 
of  about  twelve  months,  and  just  as  I  was  on  the  eve 
of  my  departure  fur  a  foreign  country,  an  attempt 
has  been  made  to  impeach  my  credibility,  on  grounds 
which  must  have  been,  at  all  times  since  my  testi- 
mony was  given,  within  tho  command  of  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  by  whom  they  have  been  »o  oppor- 
tunely alleged. 

To  refuse  to  permit  me  to  repel  such  an  attack,  in 
the  nanner  proposed,  would  be  to  overthrow  the  long- 
est established  precedents,  and  to  evtablish  in  their 
place  the  odious,  oppres-sivr,  unjust,  and  indefensible 
principle  of  allowing  the  credibility  of  a  witness  to  be 
impeached,  and  yet  denying  to  him  the  right  to  sup- 
port it  before  the  tribunal  under  whose  authority  be 
had  been  called  on  to  testify. 

But,  independent  of  all  considerations,  in  regard  to 
myself,  personally,  I  humbly  conceive  that  your  hon- 
orable body  might  well  desire  to  receive  my  vindica- 
tion, and  every  corroboration  which  I  can  give  to  my 
testimony,  on  your  own  account,  in  order  to  enable 
you  the  more  clearly  to  ascertain  the  truth  of,  and  the 
more  satisfactorily  and  correctly  to  decide  upon,  state- 
ments now  before  you,  and  not  yet  acted  on. 

Notwithstanding  all  the  canting  about  an  "  A.  B. 
plot,"  the  ingenious  attempts  ihat  have  been  made, 
and  the  stratagems  that  have  been  adopted,  by  certain 
newspaper  editors  and  others,  to  minlead  and  deceive 
the  public  mind  into  a  belief  that  the  committees,  ap- 
pointed at  the  last  session  on  that  subject,  had  thor- 
oughly investigated  all  the  statements  made  by  a  writer 
under  the  signature  of  A.  B.  in  regard  to  certain  sup- 
pressed documents;  and  that  Mr.  Crawfurd  had  been 
"  triumphantly  acquitted,"  in  relation  to  the  whole  of 
them;  I  assert,  without  the  fear  of  contradiction,  that 
it  is  known  to  your  honorable  body  that  neither  uf 
those  committees  extended  their  investigations  into 
those  statement?,  beyond  about  four  paragraphs,  which 
were  mere  bagatelles  in  comparison  with  other  letters 
and  matters  that  were  expressly  charge<!,  and  incon- 
teslably  proved,  l>y  the  documenU  furnished  by  Mr. 
Crawford  himself,  to  have  been  withheld,  contrary  to 
the  resoluuous  of  the  House  which  required  their 
production. 

These  important  statements,  and  the  matters  and 
things  contained  in  my  testimony,  have  neither  been 
investigated  by  any  committee,  nor  acted  on  by  the 
House ;  and  if  toy  testimony  had  been,  it  is  now  re- 
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vived  by  Mr.  Crawford  himself;  and,  surely,  if  it  be 
competent  to  him  to  attack  it,  it  cannot  be  fair  or  just 
to  withhold  from  me  the  equal  right  of  defending  and 
supporting  it. 

By  referring  to  the  reaolution  of  the  House,  (note 
1,)  under  which  the  second  committee  of  investigation 
was  appointed,  and  to  my  examination  by  that  com- 
mittee, (2,)  it  will  be  seen  that  the  latter  fully  merits 
the  character  I  have  given  to  it ;  that  it  was  wholly 
unauthorised  by  any  powers  delegated  to  the  commit- 
tee; and  that  it  evinced  afar  greater  disposition  to 
implicate  me  in  some  kind  of  censure,  in  regard  to 
the  public  depoeiles  in  the  Bank  of  EdwardsviJIr,  than 
to  investigate  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Crawford,  or  to  in- 
quire into  those  subjects  for  which  the  committee  had 
been  professedly  appointed.  Whatever  may  be  thought 
by  those  who  may  be  at  the  trouble  to  examine  the 
list  of  interrogatories  that  were  put  to  me,  as  to  the 
aource  from  whence  they  originated,  none  can  read 
some  of  the  following  statements  and  documents,  with- 
out being  convinced,  that  a  very  small  portion  of  can- 
dor would  have  rendered  a  part,  at  least,  of  those  in- 
terrogatories unnecessary  and  useless,  even  in  the 
opinion  of  the  committee  iUelf,  (3.) 

Whatever  may  have  been  my  agency  in  procuring 
the  Bank  of  Edwardsvilje  to  be  made  a  depository  of 
public  money,  it  had  nothing  to  do  in  originating  the 
great  system  adopted  by  Mr.  Crawford,  of  employing 
the  local  banks,  and  in  several  instances,  in  direct  vi- 
olation of  law,  by  allowing  them  a  permanent  depos- 
ite  of  nine  hundred  thousand  dollars,  equal  to  a  salary 
of  $54,000  per  annum,  for  receiving  and  transmitting 
the  public  money,  which  the  Bank  of  the  United 
BtaUs  was  bound  to  do  without  compensation,  and 
would  have  done,  without  those  immense  losses  to  the 
public,  which  must  inevitably  result  from  the  adop- 
tion of  a  plan  so  contrary  to  the  letter  and  spirit  of 
the  bank  charter;  and  to  the  avowed  intentions  and 
objects  of  Congress  in  granting  it. 

The  effect  of  my  application  to  have  the  Bank  of 
Edwardsvillc  made  a  defKMitory  of  public  money,  was 
merely  to  have  deposites  made  there,  that  otherwise 
would  have  been  made  in  the  Bank  of  Missouri,  which 
previously  had  been  authorized  to  receive  the  public 
moneys,  collected  by  the  two  Receivers  in  Illinois, 
who  alone  were  directed  to  make  their  deposites  in 
the  Bank  of  Edwardsville.  ,My  agency  in  this  trans- 
action, therefore,  did  not  prevent  the  depositing  of  a 
cent  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  ;  and  your  hon- 
orable l>ody  may  well  judpe,  whether  the  public  inter- 
est could  have  been  much  jeopardized,  by  the  change 
I  recommended,  from  the  following  statement,  extract- 
ed from  the  documents  presented  to  you  by  .Mr.  Craw- 
ford. 

The  Bank  of  Missouri  had  a  capital  of  $210,000,  of 
which,  the  stockholders  drew  out  of  it,  on  pledges  of 
Block,  $186,335.  leaving  only  $23,665  for  the  further 
accommodation  of  theniKelves  nnd  others.  Upon  this 
last  sum,  iU  real  banking  capital,  it  discounted  and 
paid  on  over  drafts,  to  the  amount  of  $244,345  53. 
The  whole  amount  of  its  discounts,  including  pay- 
raenU  on  over  drafts,  was  ;J430,680  43;  of  which 
sum,  iU  directors  alone  were  responsible  for  $297,492 
13,  it  as  is  presumed  to  be  the  case,  they  are  charge- 
able with   over  drafLs,  to   the  amount  of  j$  11,622  27. 

To  this  bank,  Mr.  Crawford  allowed  a  permanent 
deposite  of  $150,000,  equal  to  a  salary  of  .$9,000  per 
annum.  He  permitted  the  public  money  to  accumu- 
late in  it,  to  the  amount  of  $726,031  90,  in  the  course 
of  nineteen  successive  months,  ending  with  the  Ist  of 
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September,  1819,  without  exacting  those  precaution- 
ary returns  snd  statements,  which  he  himself  consid- 
ered essential  to  insure  the  fidelity  of  v.!l  the  banks 
appointed  to  receive  tho  public  money ;  and,  eventu- 
ally, he  received  from  it,  in  part  payment  of  iU  debts, 
contrary  to  the  positive  injunctions  of  the  resolution 
of  Congress,  of  1816,  a  large  amount  of  uncurrent 
notes,  some  of  which  were  not  worth  twenty-five  eenU 
in  the  dollar. 

Much  as  he  has  mystified  this  subject,  in  several  of 
his  reports,  and  particularly  in  that  one  which  is  part 
of  document  10.5,  (in  the  8th  volume  State  Papers,  3d 
session  17th  Congress,)  in  which  he  blends  a  deposite 
in  the  Bank  of  Missouri,  of  $64,613  58,  with  ''the 
special  deposites  which  passed  through  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,"  it  cannot  excuse,  or  even  success- 
fully disguise,  the  flagrant  impropriety  of  his  having 
received,  at  par,  the  uncurrent  notes  above  referred 
to ;  for,  by  the  very  document  last  mentioned,  it  ap- 
pears that  this  deposite  had  been  "  re-transferred  to 
the  Bank  of  Missouri,  and  assumed  as  cash,  in  Sep- 
tember, 1819,"  which  was  previous  to  the  receipt  of 
those  notes.  His  own  letter  to  the  Cashier  of  the 
Bank  of  Missouri,  dated  23d  March,  1819,  and  the 
('ashler's  answer,  dated  26th  of  June,  1819,  (4  and 
5)  clearly  show,  that  no  justification  for  receiving  un- 
current paper  can  be  derived  from  that  circumstance. 
Because,  he  received  uncurrent  notea  that  were  not, 
and  could  not,  have  been  included  in  that  depo«ile  ; 
for,  not  to  mention  other  cases,  the  notes  which  he 
received  on  the  •*  Bsnk  of  Georgetown,  Kentucky," 
were  not,  at  that  time,  even  receivable  in  the  land 
offices.  Nor  was  there  ever  any  contract  between  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  or  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, with  the  Bank  of  .Missouri,  from  which  the 
latter  could  derive  any  right  to  tender,  or  be  any  jus- 
tification for  receiving,  those  uncurrent  notes. 

But,  had  it  been  otherwise,  it  would  not  be  le«s 
difficult  to  justify  the  placing  of  this  bank  upon  a  foot- 
ing so  different  from  that  of  all  other  similar  deposi- 
tories of  public  money. 

Under  all  these  circumstances,  it  would  seem  in- 
credible, that  any  injury  to  the  public  could  have  re- 
sulted from  the  change  of  deposite,  for  which  I  applied; 
and  the  attempt  to  subject  me  to  censure,  tor  tlie 
small  participation  which  I  have  had  in  this  business, 
ought  to  be  considered  as  a  plain  acknowledgment  of 
the  awful  weight  of  responsibility  that  rests  upon  him, 
whose  especial  duty  it  was,  to  take  care  of  the  public 
money. 

My  responsibility,  however,  did  not  long  continue; 
for.  finding  the  Bank  of  Edwanlsville,  on  my  return 
from  Congress,  soon  after  it  had  been  authorized  to 
receive  the  public  money,  involved  in  some  difficulties, 
I  determined  to  suxtain  it  against  the  danger  that 
then  threatened  it,  and,  after  seeing  it  in  a  safe  situa- 
tion, to  relieve  myself  from  all  kind  of  responsibility 
for  that,  or  any  other  bank.  Accordingly,  in  the  same 
year,  I  made  a  publication  in  several  newspapers,  and 
in  two  different  States,  of  my  determination  to  be  held 
no  longer  responsible  for  that,  or  any  other  bank. 
This  publication  can  be  established  by  a  part,  if  not 
the  whole,  of  the  respective  delegations,  now  in  Coo- 
grexs  from  the  States  of  Illinois  and  Missouri.  It  was 
forwarded  to  Mr.  Crawford,  and  I  have  no  apprehen- 
sion that  he  will  ever  deny  having  received  it. 

He  had,  also,  been  put  upon  inquiry,  in  regard  to 
the  Bank  of  Edwardsville,  by  a  bitter  philippic,  in  am- 
ple detail,  against  it,  which  he  received  from  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Benton,  of  the  Senate.     This  was  shown  to  CoL 
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Johnson  and  mjMlf,  and  •  copy  of  it  was  transmitted 
to  the  bank,  where  I  suppose  it  now  remains. 

He  was  fuDj  apprized  of  those  very  difficulties  of 
the  bank,  which  produced  my  determinatirn  to  retire 
from  it.  They  were  communicated  in  letters  from 
myself  to  Colonel  Johnson,  which  were  intended  to 
be,  and  were,  forwarded  to  Mr.  Crawford.  The  re- 
ceipt of  two  of  them  is  acknowledged  by  bis  letter  to 
Colonel  Johnson,  of  I5th  July,  1819,  in  which  he 
says,  "  Yours  of  the  28th  ultimo  came  to  hand  this 
morning.  The  circumstances  connected  with  the  Bank 
of  Edwardsville,  as  developed  in  the  two  letters  ol 
Governor  Edwards,  submitted  by  you  to  my  perusal, 
will  receive  due  consideration."  In  the  same  letter, 
he  says,  "  With  Governor  Edwards  I  had  no  pernonal 
acquaintance,  before  the  last  Winter.  The  opinion 
which  I  had  formed  of  his  talents  and  integrity,  from 
the  official  correspondence  which  had  been  carrried  on 
between  us,  both  in  the  War  and  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, has  been  confirmed  by  personal  acquaintance. 
"  The  ditferent  subjects  upon  which  he  had  occasion 
to  ask  my  opinion  or  decision,  during  the  last  session 
of  Congress,  were  fairly  and  candidly  stated  ;  his 
comments  upon  them  were  judicious,  and  it  afforded 
me  great  pleaxure  to  be  able,  after  due  eiamiuation 
and  reflection,  generally  to  coincide  with  him."  The 
session  here  spoken  of  is  the  one  in  which  I  made  the 
application  in  favor  of  the  Bank  of  Edward*ville. 

Had  Mr.  Crawford  been  as  much  disposed  to  profit 
by  the  impressive  lessons  of  experience,  which  he  was 
constantly  receiving,  as  I  was  by  those  of  a  few  months 
only,  it  might  have  prevented  a  vast  accumulation  of 
"unavailable  funds,"  and  have  enabled  him,  much 
earlier,  to  have  secured  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  "in  their  jui>t  extent,  the  advantages  intended 
to  be  secured  to  it  by  the  charter,"  which  he  fairly 
promised  to  Congress,  in  his  report  of  the  lUih  De- 
cember, 1817,  [6]  and  the  nece;wity  for  which  he 
seems  to  have  been  duly  sensible  of,  in  another  report, 
(%  vol.  State  Papers,  2d  session  17th  Congress,  p.  77,) 
in  which  he  says,  "  In  the  Winter  and  Spring  ot  1819, 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  was,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  enlightened  officer  who  presided  over  its  direction, 
in  a  great  degree  indebted  for  the  preservation  of  its 
credit  to  the  forbearance  of  its  creditors,  and  to  the 
support  which  it  received  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment. Such  were  my  impressions  of  i7*  critical  slate, 
that  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  accept  propositions  made  by 
the  Board  of  Directors,  which,  under  other  circum- 
stances, would  have  been  declined."  It  is  wonder- 
ful, therefore,  that,  with  these  impressions,  he  should 
have  thought  it  consistent  with  his  duly  to  have  ox- 
tended  such  favors  as  have  been  noticed  to  a  sin;;le 
local  bank;  much  less  to  the  multitude  that  shared  his 
patronage,  and  could  not  have  existed  without  it. 

It  would  be  just  as  fair  and  candid  to  implicate  me 
in  the  unjustifiable  indulgence  that  has  been  extended 
to  the  Bank  of  EdwardsviUe,  since  its  failure,  as  to 
endeavor  to  involve  me  in  any  kind  of  censure  for  its 
continuance  as  a  depository  of  public  money  after  the 
Fail  of  1819.  At  the  time  of  its  failure,  its  resources 
were,  I  am  well  satisfied,  more  than  amply  sufficient 
to  have  secured  its  debt  to  the  Guverninent.  But. 
every  man  of  common  experience  aiid  observation 
knows,  that  the  resources  of  all  banks,  in  its  situdtion, 
must  necessarily  become  more  and  more  impaired, 
and  are  more  liable  to  be  "misapplie.l.  Yet.  strange 
and  incredible  as  it  may  appear,  I  have  never  heard, 
nor  do  I  believe,  thouj^h  I  reside  in  the  same  village 
in  which  the  bank  is  located,  that  Mr.  Crawford  has 


collected  one  cent  from  it;  or  made  any  adjustment 
with  it;  or  resorted  to  any  measure  to  coerce  the  pay- 
ment of  its  debt.  He,  who  could  find  motives  for  an 
inJuigence  so  extraordinary,  and  at  the  aame  time  so 
inconsistent  with,  and  detrimental  to,  the  public  in- 
terest, could  not  have  required  either  my  recommenda- 
tion or  sanction  for  continuing  this  bank  a  depository 
of  the  public  money  after  the  Fall  of  1819. 

I  come  now  to  the  report  that  contains  the  dextrous 
insinuation  against  my  credibihty.  So  much  of  it  as 
relates  to  this  subject  is  in  the  following  words,  via : 
"The  honorable  Mr.  Edwards,  late  a  Senator  from 
Illinois,  having  stated,  on  his  examination  before  a 
committee  of  the  House,  on  the  13th  of  February, 
1823,  that  the  lute  Receiver  of  Public  Moneys  at  Ed- 
wardsviUe bad,  on  his  advice,  and  in  his  presence, 
written  a  letter  to  the  Secretary,  enclosing  a  copy  of 
the  publication  which  Mr.  Edwards  represents  himself 
to  have  made  some  time  in  the  year  1819,  announcing 
his  intention  of  retiring  from  the  directorship  of  the 
Bank  of  Edwardnville,  and  that  he  had  advised  the 
Receiver  to  withhold  his  deposites  from  the  bank  until 
he  could  receive  further  orders  from  the  Secretary  ; 
and  that  the  Receiver  afterwards  informed  him  that  he 
had  received  a  letter  from  the  Secretary,  directing  him 
to  continue  the  deposites:  The  Secretary  deems  it 
pro[>er  to  state,  that  no  t^uch  letter  from  the  Receiver 
is  to  be  found  on  the  Jilts  of  the  Department;  that 
the  officers  employed  in  it  have  no  recollection  of  the 
receipt  of  such  a  letter;  and  that,  on  an  examination 
of  the  records  of  the  Department,  it  appears  that  oo 
answer  to  any  such  letter,  directing  the  Receiver  to 
continue  the  depu!>ites,  was  ever  written  to  him  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury." 

This  statement  bears  intrinsic  evidence  that  it  was 
intended  to  depr.ve  me  ot  the  benefit  of  my  ju.«tifica- 
tion — not  voluntarily  made,  but  Jrawn  from  mo  bv  the 
committee,  in  regard  to  the  Bank  of  EdwardsviUe  ; 
and  to  sjhject  me  to  the  odious  suiipicion  of  having 
sworn  falsi-ly.  Were  there  any  doubt  on  this  sub- 
ject, it  would  be  removed  by  the  conduct  of  a  distin- 
guished individual,  whom  it  might  not  be  respectful 
to  name  in  this  communication,  and  who,  since  I  leit 
the  city,  has  not  thought  it  beneath  his  dignity  to  go 
about  exhi!»iting  the  report,  and  expressing  his  opinion 
that  it  "placed  me  in  a  dilemma."  He  may  yet  find 
it  more  difficult  for  his  patron  to  get  rid  of  one,  of  in- 
finitely deeper  interest. 

Believing,  as  I  call  upon  my  God  to  witness  I  sin- 
cerely and  confidently  do,  thit  Mr.  Crawford  did  re- 
ceive the  letter  mentioned  in  the  above  report,  and 
that  it  is  now  in  his  possession,  or  has  been  purposely 
destroyed,  I  can  but  regard  this  attack  upon  my  repu- 
tation as  unparalleled  by  any  thing  I  have  evei  wit- 
nessed or  heard  of,  as  emunating  from  so  respectable  a 
source,  except  certain  inanwuvres  and  stratagems  to 
fix  upon  a  much  more  distinguished  individual  of  this 
nation  the  disgraceful  charges  of  a  guilty  participa- 
tion in  horse-stealing,  and  the  passing  of  counterfeit 
money,  which  I  have  somewhere  met  with  in  the 
course  of  my  reading,  .Vlalicious  insinuation  is  the 
resort  of  a  timid  mind.  Wilful  misrepresentation  de- 
notes a  wicked  one. 

In  regard  to  the  time  which  has  been  selected  for 
making  this  attack  upon  me,  it  ycry  much  resembles 
the  management  which  Mr.  Crawford  resorted  to,  at 
the  last  session  of  Cjogress,  to  defeat  a  certain  appli- 
cant for  a  land  office  appointment.  This  gentleman 
had  been  before  the  President  for  many  weeks.  He 
was  supported  by  gentlemen  of  the  first  respectability, 
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and  of  different  parties,  in  the  Sutes  of  Illinois,  Mis- 
eouri,  and  Tennessee.  No  objections  to  him  were 
anticipated  by  himself  or  his  friends.  And  none  was 
made  till  the  President  was  about  to  transmit  his 
nomination  to  the  Senate.  Tken,  when  a  nomination 
could  no  longer  be  kept  back,  by  any  contrivance 
whatever,  and  not  till  then,  did  Mr.  Crawford  exhibit 
his  objections.  The  gentleman's  residence  was  too 
remote,  and  the  session  of  Congress  too  far  spent,  to 
admit  of  any  defence  or  explanation  from  him  ;  and 
thus  he  lost  the  appointment.  As  this  case  is  strongly 
marked  by  certain  characteristicul  trails,  which  tend 
to  illustrate  the  objects  and  design  of  this  well-limed 
attack  upon  me,  I  refer,  for  a  further  explanation  of 
it,  to  my  letter  to  Mr.  Crawford  on  the  8ubjecl.[7j 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  week  previous  to  my  de- 
parture from  the  city,  on  calling  to  Uke  my  leave  of 
the  President,  I  met  with  Mr.  Dickins,  to  whom,  in  a 
•hort  conversation  with  him,  I  communicated  my  in- 
tention of  leaving  the  city  on  the  Sunday  following, 
(one  day  before  the  date  of  Mr.  Crawford'a  communi- 
cation,) and,  but  for  an  accidental  engagement  of  the 
Secretary  of  Slate,  which  prevented  his  signing  a 
paper  that  it  was  necessary  for  me  to  carry  to  the 
Treasury  Department,  till  after  the  hours  of  business 
in  that  Department  had  elapsed.  I  should  have  depart- 
ed from  the  city  before  Mr.  Crawford's  communication 
was  made;  and  probably  should  not  even  have  heard 
of  It  till  after  I  had  lett  the  United  States. 

But,  independently  of  what  I  slated  to  Mr.  Dickins, 
my  intended  departure  was  strongly  indicated  by  the 
business  I  was  engaged  in  transacting  in  the  public 
offices.  It  was  generally  known  ;  and,  if  it  had  not 
been,  it  was  ^eiy  naturally  to  have  been  expected. 

Deprived  of  all  opportunity  of  defence,  a  victory^ver 
me  might,  indeed,  have  been  easy  ;  but,  surely,  the 
triumph  would  have  been  most  ignoble. 

By  way  of  availing  myself  of  further  characteristical 
traiu,  I  beg  leave  to  state,  that  an  inspection  of  the 
public  documenU  is  sufficient  to  show  ihat,  in  repeat- 
ed instances,  Mr.  Crawford's  replies  to  calls  upon  him 
by  the  House  for  information,  ic,  have  been  so  tardy 
and  protracted,  as  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  invesii- 
guting  them  during  the  sessions  in  which  the  calls 
were  made  ;  and  to  require  a  great  degree  of  charity — 
potsibly  however,  not  more  than  is  justly  due — to  re- 
sist the  belief  that  he  has  been  us  much  disposed  to 
evade  as  to  invite  a  scrutiny  into  his  conduct. 

Even  the  correspondence  which  accompanied  the 
report  in  question,  though  required  by  a  resolution 
of  the  8th  May,  1822,  to  be  laid  before  the  House  as 
early  as  practicable,  after  the  commencement  of  the 
then  next  succeeding  aession,  has  been  delayed  to  so 
late  a  period  of  the  present  session  as  to  render  an 
investigation  of  it,  before  the  first  Monday  in  Decem- 
ber next,  impoasible. 

IS'otwithstanding  all  these  circumstances,  it  may  be 
that  .Mr.  Crawford  did  not  intend  to  take  an  undue  ad- 
vantage of  my  absence.  He  must  well  know  with  what 
indignant  condemnation  such  an  attempt  would  be 
denounced  by  every  magnanimous  and  generous  bo- 
■om.  What  surprises  me  most  is,  that  a  just  appre- 
hension of  so  degrading  a  suspicion  had  not  induced 
him  to  have  exhibited  his  insinuation  a  little  sooner, 
or  to  have  declined  it  altogether.  Bui,  whatevec  may 
have  Iteen  his  intentions,  I  could  not  have  been  more 
disadvantageously  affected  by  any  contrivance  or  strat-  ! 
agein  that  he  could  have  adopted,  to  deprive  me  of  a 
fuir  opportunity  of  defence. 

Scarcely  convaiescent  from  a  long  indispoaition,  ex- 


hausted with  the  fatigue  of  travelling,  and  required  to 
proceed  on  my  journey  with  all  convenient  despatch. 
I  must  leave  him  unanswered,  or  content  myself  with 
such  a  defence  as,  with  all  these  disadvantages,  a  Tcry 
short  time  of  necessary  delay  on  my  journey  may  en- 
Mble  me  hastily  to  present.  But,  what  I  regard  with 
the  most  concern  is,  that  writing,  as  I  must  do,  with- 
out having  it  in  my  power  to  refer  to,  and  re-examine, 
certain  documents,  I  shall  not  be  able  to  avail  mjeelf 
of  some  important  circumstances  which  they  would 
establish,  and  may  be  betrayed  into  some  slight  inac- 
curacies, to  which  all  men  are  liable  who  have  to 
trust  to  memory  alone.  I  promise,  however,  to  be 
more  accurate  than  Mr.  Crawford  has  been,  in  caaea 
in  which  he  had  before  him  every  means  of  being 
entirely  so. 

Having  endeavored  to  establish  my  right  to  make 
my  defence  before  your  honorable  body,  and  taking 
it  for  granted  that  a  request  so  reasonable,  under  all 
the  circumstances  that  have  been  mentioned,  will  not 
be  denied  me,  I  presume  I  shall  be  indulged  in  every 
legitimate  right  of  defence  that  belongs  to  my  case. 

Among  these,  it  will  scarcely  be  denied  that  I  have 
a  right — 

1st.   To  corroborate  my  own  testimony. 

2dly.  To  show,  by  any  means  in  my  power,  that 
the  statements  made  against  me  are  inconclusive ; 
and,  particularly,  to  avail  myself  of  any  circumstance 
that  is  presented  by  the  documents  in  the  case  in 
which  I  was  called  on  to  testify,  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
validating  those  statements.     And, 

3dly.  Directly  to  impeach  the  credibility  of  those 
who  have  assailed  mine. 

The  latter  I  shall  probably  waive ;  for^  though  I 
have,  at  all  times,  felt  myself  at  liberty  to  animadvert 
upon  Mr.  Crawford'a  official  conduct,  and  to  defend 
my  own,  both  of  which  he  has  found  me  prompt  to  do, 
in  cases  that  never  yet  have  met  the  public  eye,  I  never 
have  intentionally  treated  him  with  the  slightest  inde- 
corum, or  a  want  of  that  rei<pect  that  is  due  to  his 
station.  (8.)  Respect  for  your  honorable  body  would, 
of  itself,  be  sufficient  to  induce  me  to  abstain  from 
the  language  of  passion,  or  abusive  vituperation,  be- 
fore you.  Respect  for  myself  would  prevent  me  from 
it  anywhere  else.  I  cheerfully  leave  that  reflource  to 
bullies,  political  tools,  mercenary  hirelings,  and  thoee 
who,  conscious  of  their  inability  to  defend  their  own 
conduct,  can  find  no  better  means  of  diverting  public 
attention  from  themselves  to  others.  I  shall,  never- 
theless, freely  urge,  and  insist  on,  such  facts  as  I  know 
to  be  true,  disclaiming,  however,  any  other  construc- 
tion of  them  than  the  most  innocent  of  which  they 
are  susceptible.  If  I  shall  point  out  palpable  omis- 
sions and  violations  of  duty,  or  show  that  lettera, 
which  ought  to  have  been  communicated  to  the  House, 
h.ive  been  suppressed,  and  that  various  misstatementa 
have  been  officially  made,  I  shall  attribute  them  to 
nothing  more  than  forgetfulneas,  inattention,  inad- 
vertence, or  some  erroneous,  but  innocent  views  of 
the  subject. 

This  will  be  sufficient  to  show  that  the  negative 
statements  of  Mr.  Crawford,  and  "  the  officers  em- 
ployed in  the  Treasury  Department,"  ought  not  to 
prevail  against  iqy  positive  statement  on  oath.  If 
others  should  suppose  this  forbearance  on  my  part  a 
little  loo  fastidious,  and  that  the  cases  which  I  shall 
exhibit  are  evincive  of  intentions  le^  innocent,  let  it 
be  remembered  that  their  views  of  the  subject  would 
unquestionably  render  the  case  the  stronger  in  my 
favor. 
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With  these  preliminary  remarks,  I  proceed  to  my 
defence  against  this  maJ  apropos  statement  of  Mr. 
Crawford. 

It  will  be  recollected,  that  I  was  not  a  volunteer  in 
giving  my  testimony  before  the  committee,  and  I  can 
conceive  of  no  motive  which  ceuld  be  supposed,  by 
tny  but  a  most  depraved   mind,   misled  by  its   own 
wicked  operations,  to  have  influenced  me  tu  make  an 
nncandid  statement.     As  to  my  responsibility,  in  con- 
sequence of  having  applied  to  Mr.  Crawford   to  c'auae 
certain  deposites  to  be  made  in  the  Bank  of  Edwards- 
ville,  in  preference  to  that  of  Missouri,  surely  I  have 
shown  that  enough  was  known  about  the  latter  bank, 
at  the   time  my  testimony  wat»  given,  to    have   freed 
me  from  all  apprehensions  in  regard  to  any  responsi- 
bility that  I  had    imposed  upon  myself,  even  if  I  had 
Dot  withdrawn,  as  already  stated,   from    the   *'  Direc- 
torship" of  the  former.     But,  Mr.  Crawford  does  not 
deny  that  he  received  my  publication,  and  even  if  be 
had    not    received  it,   it   having    been   made   in    two 
different   States,    and   he    having   been,    as    I    have 
shown,  put  upon  inquiry  in  regard  to  that  bank,  and 
informed  of  the  difficulties  it  had  had  to  encounter,  I 
certainly  might  rely  upon  the  notoriety  of  my  acts,  in 
this  respect,  with  a  much  better  grace  than  he  relies 
upon  a  supposed  notoriety  of  his  repeated  but  unpub- 
lished omisaiona,  to  comply  with   the  most   positive 
legal  injunctions  as  an   excuse  for  those  omissions, 
which  be  does  in  his  letter  of  the  24th  February,  182.3, 
to  the  chairman  of  the   committee  of  investigation  : 
and  in  which  he  also  seems,  almost,  to  insist  that  his 
violation  of  his    duty  was  equivalent  to  a  fulfilment 
of  it. 

It  could  have  been  no  object  with  me  to  have  estab- 
lished an  additional  suppression  upon  him  ;  for,  if 
time  iio  not  fail  me,  it  will  be  seen,  before  I  am  done 
with  this  subject,  that  I  had  in  my  possession  proof, 
whose  credibility  could  not  be  questioned,  of  his  hav- 
ing suppressed,  in  a  variety  of  other  instances,  letters 
enough,  of  a  much  more  important  character  and  deli- 
cate bearing,  for  any  purpose  that  the  utmost  niitlig- 
nity  could  have  contemplated,  as  possible  to  be  ef- 
fected by  such  means.  [9.] 

The  amount  of  my  statement  before  the  committee, 
as  well  as  I  can  now  recollect  it,  (not  having  it  in 
my  power  to  refer  it  for  examination,)  but  which  will 
be  supplied  at  Washington  is, 

1st.  That,  for  the  reasons  therein  mentioned.  I  made 
a  publication  of  my  intention  to  retire  from  the  "  Di- 
rectorship" of  the  Bank  of  Edwardsville. 

2d.  That  I  advised  the  Receiver  of  Public  Money 
at  that  place,  to  withhold  his  deposites  from  the  bank, 
till  he  could  receive  further  orders  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury. 

3d.  That  the  Receiver  did  write  to  the  Secretary 
on  the  subject,  enclo:$ing  my  publication,  dice. 

4th.  That  the  former  afterwards  informed  me  that 
he  had  received  a  letter  from  the  latter,  directing  him 
to  continue  the  deposites. 

Now,  it  is  not  denied,  and  dare  not  be,  that  I  did 
make  the  publication  alluded  to,  and  this  I  could  not 
have  done,  for  the  reasons  that  influenced  me,  con- 
tiatentiy  with  the  known  friendship  and  intimacy  that 
then  subsisted  between  the  Receiver  and  myself,  with- 
out giving  him  the  advice  mentioned  in  the  second 
part  of  the  above  statement.  But  that  I  did  give  that 
advice  is  much  more  strongly  corroborated  by  the  fact 
that  the  Receiver  did  actually  withhold  the  deposites, 
and  Mr.  Crawford  knows  it.  This  might  be  estab- 
lished by  the  monthly  returns  of  both  the  Receiver  and 


the  bank.  But  these  are  in  the  posaetsion  of  Mr. 
Crawford.  I,  however,  felicitate  myself  upon  being 
able  to  satiafy  your  honorable  body  of  the  fact,  by  doc- 
uments that  have  been  furnished  by  himself,  but 
which,  thank  God,  are  now  out  of  his  power. 

By  his  report  of  the^27th  February,  1823,  (8  volume 
State  Papers,  2d  se*«.  17lh  Congress,  pages  31,  33, 
and  3d,)  it  will  be  seen  that  the  amount  of  deposite 
stated  to  have  been  in  the  Bank  of  Edwardsville,  to 
the  credit  of  the  Treasurer,  was — 

At  the  end  of  the  2d  quarter  of  1819,  .$45,560  68 
At  the  end  of  the  3d  quarter  of  1819,  45,475  04 
At  the  end  of  the  4th  quarter  of  1819,  53.191  69 
The  two  firat  of  these  statemenu  are  presumed  to 
be  correct,  or  nearly  so.  The  latter  is  entirely  other- 
wise, as  I  will  prove  to  your  satisfaction,  if  there  is 
any  kind  of  confidence  to  be  reposed  in  previous  state- 
ments exhibited  to  you  by  Mr.  Crawford.  Had  it 
been  intended  to  disguise  the  fact  of  the  Receiver's 
having  withheld  the  deposites,  as  above  stated,  and  to 
give  some  semblance  of  plausibility  to  the  recent  in- 
sinuation against  myself,  nothing  could  have  been 
more  ingeniouiily,  or  more  disingenuously,  contrived, 
for  these  purposes,  than  this  last  statement.  If  it  had 
been  truly  stated  that,  instead  of  $53,191  59,  the  real 
amount  in  deposite,  at  the  end  of  the  fourth  quarter, 
was  .$98,191  59^.  the  contrast  between  this  sum  and 
the  amount  of  the  previous  deposites,  might  have  af- 
forded some  corroboration  to  my  statement  before  the 
committee.  But  this,  subsequent  events  have  proved, 
it  was  intended  to  question.  I  will,  however,  make 
the  case  too  plain  for  doubt. 

By  the  report  last  referred  to,  it  appears  that  the 
amount  of  deposite  in  the  Bank  of  Edwardsville,  to 
the  credit  of  the  Treasurer,  on  the  last  days  of  June 
and  September,  was  a  little  upwards  of  $45,000. 

By  Mr.  Crawford's  previous  report  of  the  27th  of 
April,  1822,  (in  which  is  an  ingenious  contrivance  of 
placing  December  before  November,)  it  is  shown  by 
the  bank  returns  themselves,  that,  on  the  30th  of  No- 
vember, 1819,  the  amount  of  deposite  was  $45,475  04^, 
and  that,  on  the  last  day  of  the  succeeding  month, 
(the  end  of  the  fourth  quarter  of  1819,)  it  was  $98,- 
191  59^,  [lOj  and  not  $53,191  59,  as  subsequently 
reported  from  the  Treasury  Department. 

From  the  correspondence  between  the  several 
amounts  of  deposite  in  the  bank,  on  the  last  days  of 
June,  September,  and  November,  and  the  difference 
between  them  and  that  of  the  last  day  of  December, 
in  the  same  year,  no  one  can  doubt  that  the  Receiver 
at  Edwardsville  did  actually  withhold  the  deposites  ns 
above  suggested  ;  unless  it  can  be  believed  that  he 
did,  in  one  single  month,  distinguished  by  no  particu- 
lar circumstances,  receive  to  the  amount  of  $52,- 
716  55,  equal  to  the  rate  of  $692,598  60  per  annum. 
Let  us,  then,  inquire  a  little  into  the  probability  of 
his  having  written  to  .Mr.  Crawford,  or,  rather,  into  the 
great   improbability  of  his  not  having  done  so. 

This  gentleman  united  in  himself  the  office  of  Re- 
ceiver and  President  of  the  Bank  of  Edwardsville. 
As  Receiver,  he  had  positive  orders  to  make  his  depo- 
sites in  that  bank,  and  was  bound  to  make  monthly 
returns  of  his  accounts  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaa- 
ury.  An  President,  it  was  his  duty  to  have  monthly 
retuyis  of  the  stale  of  the  bank,  and  the  amount  of 
public  deposites  therein,  regularly  transmitted  to  the 
Secretary.  Is  it,  then,  to  be  believed,  that  he  should 
have  withheld  the  deposites  contrary  to  his  orders, 
without  having  given  to  Mr.  Crawford  some  reason, 
either  as  Receiver  or   President,  for  his  having  done 


•o  t  And,  if  be  had  failed  to  perform  this  duty,  is  it 
credible  that  Mr.  Crawford  would  have  been  so  negli- 
gent and  inattentive  to  bis  duty,  and  so  regardless  of 
the  public  interest,  as  not  to  have  called  him  to  an 
account  for  such  conduct  T 

But,  if  further  confirmation  of  the  letter's  having 
been  written,  and  received  by  Mr.  Crawford,  too,  were 
wanting,  strong  presumptions  in  favor  of  both  may  be 
derived  from  the  very  guarded  and  characteristic  arti- 
fice by  which  be  would  seem  equally  to  deny  the  re- 
ceipt of  the  letter,  and  that  any  instructions  had  been 
given  to  the  Receiver  to  continue  to  make  the  depo- 
sites. Let  it  be  observed,  that  my  statement,  aa  quo- 
ted by  Mr.  Crawford,  is,  "  that  the  Receiver  informed 
me  he  had  received  a  letter  from  the  Secretary,  di- 
recting him  to  continue  the  deposites."  Mr.  Craw- 
ford does  not  deny  that  such  directions  were  given, 
but  he  says,  "  it  appears  that  no  answer  to  such  let- 
ter, directing  the  Receiver  to  continue  the  deposites, 
was  ever  written,"  6lc.  From  this  peculiar  manner 
of  denial,  I  can  but  infer  that,  not  being  willing,  from 
•ome  cause  or  other,  to  admit  the  receipt  of  the  letter, 
Mr.  Crawford  contrived  to  give  the  directions  under 
some  other  form  or  pretext  than  that  of  a  direct  an- 
swer to  it.  But  that  such  directions  were  given,  I 
cannot  doubt,  though  I  have  nothing  to  rely  upon  for 
this  opinion  but  the  Receiver's  word  for  the  fact  If 
Mr.  Crawford  did  not  write  to  him  specially  on  the 
subject  of  his  having  withheld  the  deposites,  it  can 
only  be  satisfactorily  accounted  for  on  the  supposition 
that  he  (Mr.  Crawford)  did,  in  some  form  or  other, 
give  such  directions  as  he  supposed  would  produce  the 
proper  corrective. 

Another  fact,  in  confirmation  of  my  statement,  is, 
that  one  of  the  two  Receivers  who  had  been  directed 
to  make  their  deposites  in  the  Bank  of  Edwardsville, 
was  ordered  to  make  his  elsewhere.  But  under  what 
pretext  I  do  not  know,  nor  do  I  recollect  ever  to  have 
beard  ;  probably,  however,  under  some  one  equally 
calculated  to  disguise  the  real  motive,  as  the  giving 
of  directions,  without  acknowledging  the  receipt  oi 
the  Utter  that  produced  them. 

It  will  not,  I  persuade  myself,  be  considered  a  tri- 
fling corroboration  of  my  statement,  that  it  was  not 
made  to  the  committee  for  the  first  time ;  but  that,  in 
a  private  correspondence  between  Mr.  Crawford  and 
myself,  more  than  twelve  months  before  my  examina- 
tion by  the  committee,  I  had  asserted  the  same  facta 
substantially  to  himself 

In  my  letter  to  him  of  the  9lh  February,  1822, 
(which  I  would  not  venture  to  refer  to  if  I  had  not  his 
answer  to  it,)  I  say,  "I  beg  leave  most  respectfully 
to  suggest,  that  it  would  be  but  an  act  of  justice  to 
me  to  present  my  publication  of  1819,  in  which  I  de- 
clared I  would  be  no  longer  responsible  for  the  bank 
£of  Edwardsville]  in  any  way  whalever.  This  publi- 
cation was  contauied  in  the  St  Louia  Enquirer,  which 
I  believe  you  took  at  that  time.  It  was  also  contained 
in  a  paper  which  I  forwarded  to  you  myself.  And  it 
was  enclosed,  and  referred  to,  in  a  letter  from  Colonel 
Stephenson,  the  President  of  the  Bank,  [and  the  Re- 
ceiver also]  to  you,  which  letter,  he  informed  me,  had 
been  answered.  Since  the  Fall  of  1819,  my  connex- 
ion with  that  bank  has  entirely  ceased,  except  that  I 
am  a  stockholder  in  it,  without,  however,  ever  having 
borrowed  one  cent  from  it." 

In  my  letter  to  Mr.  Crawford,  of  14th  February, 
1822,  I  say  to  him,  "I  must,  however,  say,  sir,  that, 
as  the  information,  in  the  Treasury  Department,  rela- 
tive to  my  original   recommendation  of  the  Bank  of 


Edwardsville,  has,  (at  aome  time  past,  been  distinctly 
understood,  and  freely  used  at  this  place,  [Washing- 
ton,] I  can  but  consider  it  somewhat  unfortunate  ior 
me,  that  other  communications  in  the  Department, 
which  ought  to  have  terminated  all  responsibility  on 
my  part,  have  not  been  equally  known.  That  I  waa 
the  cause  of  the  deposites  being  made  there,  in  the 
first  instance,  I  freely  acknowledge.  But,  that  I  une- 
quivocally declared,  I  would  not  be  held  reaponsible 
for  that  or  any  6ther  bank,  in  any  way  whatever,  after 
the  Fall  of  1819;  that  you  were  notified  thereof  in 
due  time;  that  the  depositee  have  not  been  continued 
there  in  consequence  of  my  recommendation  aince 
that  period ;  and  that  the  bank  was  then  in  a  food 
situation,  I  may,  I  think,  according  to  my  present  im- 
pressions, fairly  inaist  upon.  And,  if  ao,  the  partial 
information,  now  in  circulation  at  this  place,  is  not 
calculated  to  do  roe  that  justice  which,  I  hope,  I  hare 
a  right  to  expect  from  your  magnanimity.  It  would, 
therefore,  afford  me  great  pleasure,  I  assure,  you,  air, 
that  the  whole  of  my  conduct,  in  relation  to  that  busi- 
ness, should  be  so  fully  known  as  to  be  no  longer 
misunderstood." 

The  first  of  these  letters  was  written  five  day*  be- 
fore his  report  of  the  14th  February,  1822.  The  aec- 
ond  bears  the  same  date  of  the  latter.  They  roust 
both,  therefore,  have  been  written  before  any  charge 
of  suppressions  had  been  made  or  suggested. 

Had  the  existence  of  the  Receiver's  letter  been  de- 
nied, or  the  slightest  intimation  of  questioning  it  been 
given,  at  the  time  it  was  thus  asserted,  I  could,  and 
would,  have  proved  every  fact  contained  in  my  state- 
ment in  regard  to  it,  by  that  gentleman  himself.  But 
he  is  DOW  dead.  Mr.  Crawford  knew  this  before  he 
made  the  report  in  question — and  defd  men  cannot 
contradict  living  ones. 

No  one  can  read  the  interrogatories  that  were  put 
to  me  by  the  committee,  and  believe  that  Mr.  Craw- 
ford was  not  well  informed  of  my  testimony  before  the 
date  of  his  letter  to  the  chairman  of  the  same  commit- 
tee, which  was  eleven  days  later  than  my  examina- 
tion. From  the  nature  o{  the  inquiries  which  he  waa 
then  called  upon  to  answer,  they  afforded  as  suitable 
an  occasion,  as  the  one  he  has  selected,  for  question- 
ing my  credibility.  Why,  then,  has  he  so  long  post- 
poned it?  One  thing  is  certain,  it  never  could  have 
been  underuken  with  greater  hopes  of  success  than 
when  it  was  supposed  I  should  have  no  opportunity  of 
defending  myself. 

I  will  now  submit  to  your  honorable  body  a  few  re- 
marks, to  show  that  the  negative  statements  of  Mr. 
Crawford,  and  his  "officers  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment," however  confidently  relied  upon  by  him  for 
my  total  overthrow,  are  too  inconclusive  for  bis 
purpose. 

You  have  been  informed  by  bim  that,  previous  to 
the  calls  for  his  correspondence  with  the  local  banks, 
which  were  made  the  depoaitories  of  public  money,  it 
had  been  usual  to  refer  all  such  calls  to  Mr.  Jones,  his 
chief  clerk,  but  thst,  in  these  cases,  another  clerk  had 
been  selected  to  collect  the  letters,  Ac,  which  wers 
called  for.  Why  this  change  was  made,  at  that  par- 
ticular juncture,  (being  wholly  unaccounted  for  by 
Mr.  Crawford,)  is  left  to  conjecture.  Was  Mr.  Jones 
incompetent  to  the  discharge  of  this  duty  ?  The  very 
station  he  holds  in  the  Department  forbids  each  a 
supposition.  Had  he  proved  himself  unworthy  of  con- 
fidence t  If  so,  be  could  not  have  retained  his  sta- 
tion ;  and  auch  ia  acknowledged  to  be  his  stern,  un- 
yielding, inflexible  integrity,  that  no  one  could  hate 
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•upposed  him  cap»Me  of  a  auhter^iency  in  any  unfair 
purpose.  I  confess  I  rei^ret  that  the  change  was  made : 
for,  had  it  not  been,  I  cannot  resist  the  belief  that  I 
should  have  been  spared  much  of  the  labor  of  this  vin- 
dication. But,  without  yielding  to  unavailing  regrets, 
I  must  be  content  to  take  things  as  I  find  them.  I, 
therefore,  proceed  to  examine  the  testimony  that  is 
offered  against  me. 

This  is  substantially,  1st.  That  no  such  letter  from 
the  Receiver  [as  that  mentioned  in  my  examination] 
is  to  be  found  in  the  files  of  the  Department.  2.  That 
the  officers  employed  in  it  have  no  recollection  of  the 
receipt  of  such  a  letter.  And  3.  That  the  record* 
of  the  Department  do  not  show  that  it  was  answered. 

Supposing  it  to  be  true  that  this  letter  cannot  be 
found  *'  in  the  files  of  the  Department,"  it  by  no  means 
proves  that  it  was  not  received  by  Mr.  Crawford. 

This  is  not  the  first  occasion  on  which  I  have  had 
to  regret  that  a  letter  received  by  him  could  not  be 
found  when  it  became  necessary  f  >r  my  defence. 

Finding  myself  grossly  misrepresented  in  relation 
to  a  letter  I  had  written  to  him,  and  being  determined 
to  vindicate  myself  against  th«>  insinuations  that  were 
predicated  upon  it,  I  wrote  to  him  on  the  5lh  of  Janu- 
ary, 1821,  requesting  a  copy  of  it.  In  his  reply,  dated 
10th  January,  1821,  he  says  :  "The  letter  which  you 
have  described  in  yours  of  the  ."^th  instant,  has  t>oen 
sought  for  in  vain.  Mr.  Jones  states  that,  according 
to  the  best  of  his  recollection,  he  considered  it  not  o{  a 
description  to  go  on  the  files,  and  that  consequently  it 
was  not  filed.  If  hiii  recollection  is  correct,  it  accounts 
for  the  absence  of  the  letter  from  the  fil-.'s,  and  for  its 
being  lost  or  mislaid."  My  letter  being  thus  disposed 
of,  Mr,  Crawford,  in  his  answer,  impliedly  repeated 
one  of  the  insinuations  above  referred  to.  This  was 
promptly  repelled  by  me  ;  and,  since  then,  I  have  heard 
no  more  on  that  subject. 

From  this  case  alone,  it  might  not  be  unrea.<!onable 
to  presume  that  some  similar  disposition  may  have  been 
made  of  the  letter  now  in  question.  But,  with  every 
motive  to  make  such  an  assertion,  Mr.  Crawford  has 
not  ventured  to  say  he  did  not  receive  this  letter.  It 
will  not  be  difficult  to  show  that  other  letters,  of  infi- 
nitely more  importance,  have  been  received  by  him, 
•bout  which  it  might  be  truly  said,  "  no  such  letters 
are  to  be  found  in  the  files  of  the  Department."  He 
has  sometimes  another  depository  for  them,  in  which 
the  letter  mentioned  in  my  examination  may  also  have 
been  placed.  It  may  have  t>een  addressed  to  him  "  with- 
out the  addition  of  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,"  which 
we  have  seen  it  gravely  insisted  on  as  giving  him  a  right 
to  consider  any  letter  as  "  a  private  paper,"  though 
exclusively  relating  to  matters  of  official  duty.  Or  he 
may  have  "  considered  it  not  of  a  description  to  go  on 
the  files  ;"  and  thus  may  "  its  absence  from  the  files," 
or  "  its  being  lost  or  mislaid,"  be  very  naturally  ac- 
counted for,  according  to  the  practices  of  the  Depart- 
ment 

The  probability  of  this  supposition  is  greatly  strength- 
ened by  the  following  case  : 

Between  1816,  and  the  31st  December,  1819,  he  re- 
ceived important  communications  on  the  subject  of 
the  illicit  introduction  of  a  large  number  of  African 
slaves  into  the  United  States,  which  strongly  impli- 
cated one  of  his  particular  friends.  By  a  resolution 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  of  the  last  men- 
tioned date,  he  was  directed  to  lay  before  the  House 
copies  of  such  communications  as  he  had  received 
since  1816,  and  »uch  information  as  he  possessed,  in 
relation  to  the   illicit  introduction  of  slaveit  into  the 


United  States.  But,  notwithstanding  this  positive 
call  upon  him,  I  assert,  and  I  challenge  investigation, 
that  he  did  withhold  letters  and  information  upon  thie 
subject,  implicating  his  friend,  which  oui^ht  to  have 
been  communicated  to  the  House,  and  some  of  which^ 
he  did  not  even  permit  "  to  go  on  the  files  of  the  De- 
partment." Of  course,  it  might  be  very  truly  said  of 
them,  "that  no  such  letters  are  to  be  found  on  the 
files  of  the  Department ;  and  that  the  officers  employ- 
ed in  it  have  no  recollection  of  the  receipt  of  them  ;"^ 
for,  having  been  deposited  in  bis  own  private  bureaa, 
those  officers  could  have  no  means  of  ascertaining  the 
fact,  and  the  very  motives  for  withholding  them  from 
the  files,  would  render  fruitless  all  attempts  to  find 
'*  answers"  to  them  "  by  an  examinatibn  of  the  rec- 
ords of  the  Department."  And  yet,  there  is  no  doubt 
of  their  having  \teen  received,  and  the  strongest  prob- 
ability that  they  were  answered  also.  If  the  authority 
of  the  House  of  Representative*  was  not  sufficient  to 
obtain  their  production,  the  non-production  of  the  let- 
ter of  the  Receiver  at  Edwardsville  ought  not  to  excite 
a  moment's  surprise. 

But  it  also  appears  that  he,  and  his  "  officers  of  the 
Treasury  Department,"  have  not  l»e€a  able  to  find  • 
great  number  of  other  letters,  and  even  some  of  his 
own  official  ones,  when  required  by  other  calls  of  the 
House  ;  or,  if  they  could  have  been  found,  they  were 
suppressed.  Of  this,  the  documents  furnished  by  him- 
self afford  both  abundant  and  conclusive  proof  Many 
instances  might  be  staled.  For  the  sake  of  brevity,  I 
will  allude  to  a  few  of  them  only. 

Several  cases  of  this  kind  are  presented  by  the  cor- 
respondence with  the  Bank  of  Huntsvllle.  I  will  re- 
fer to  but  one  of  them.  This  is  too  conclusive  for  any 
artifice  to  elude  it  ;  und  it  requires  but  a  bare  inspec- 
tion of  the  documents  themselves  to  be  convinced 
of  it. 

In  his  letter,  "  L.,  No.  7,"  to  the  President  of  the 
Bank  of  Huntsville,  dated  the  30th  July,  1819,  he 
says,  "  You  will  perceive,  by  the  contents  of  my  let- 
ter of  the  ninth  instant,  that  the  failure  of  the  Nash- 
ville Bank,  and  its  offices,  was,  at  that  time,  known  to 
this  Department.  It  was  then  foreseen  that  the  Bank 
of  Huntsville  could  not  fail  to  be  injuriously  affected 
by  that  event,  and  by  others  of  a  similar  nature,  which 
were  then  anticipated.      •  •      The  reasons   stated 

in  my  letter  of  the  ninth  instant,  in  favor  of  the  prompt 
adoption,  by  the  bank,  of  the  measures  necessary  to- 
the  transfer  of  the  public  money  in  the  possession 
of  the  bank,  beyond  the  permanent  deposite,  remain 
unimpaired." 

This  letter  of  the  9th  of  July,  1819,  is  also  referred 
to  in  letter  "  L.,  No.  8,"  from  the  President  of  the 
Bank  of  HunUville,  dated  September,  1819.  Yet  this 
same  letter  of  the  9th  instant,  whose  "  relevancy  to 
the  subject-matter  of  the  call"  admits  of  no  question, 
"  was  not  to  be  found  on  the  files  of  the  Department,'*^ 
or  it  was  purposely  suppressed,  for  it  has  not  beea 
communicated. 

By  an  examination  of  the  documenU  No.  66,  and 
No.  119,  it  will  be  seen  that  more  than  half  the  cor- 
respondence with  the  Bank  of  Missouri,  though  called 
for  by  a  rewjiution  of  the  House  has  been  suppressed. 
The  importance  and  very  delicate  import  of  a  few  of 
these  letters  will  be  noticed  presently,  in  connexion 
with  another  subject. 

But,  though  there  were  two  calls  in  thi^  case,  either 
of  which  rendered  it  the  duty  of  .Mr.  Crawford  to  have 
transmitted  all  the  correspondence  ;  and  though,  in 
answering  the  second  call,  he  expressly  stated  that  be 
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had  transmitted  "  all  the  correspondence  required  by  j 
the  resolution,  except  two  letters  from  the  Receiver  at 
8t.  Louis,  which  were  of  a  confidential  nature,"  yet, 
your  honorable  body  will  find  very  strong  reasons  to 
doubt  the  correctness  of  this  statement,  and  I  shall  be 
much  surprised  if  the  third  call,  with  which  he  has  so 
tsrdily  complied,  has  been  sufficient  to  draw  from  him 
all  the  correspondence,  even  with  the  Bank  of  Mis- 
souri. The  omission  of  letters,  addressed  to  the  De- 
partment, might  be  accounted  for  on  the  supposition 
that  they  might  have  miscarried.  But  this  ins  a  casualty 
to  which  the  letters,  or  copies  of  the  letters,  of  the 
Secretary  himself,  which  should  always  remain  in  the 
Department,  are  not  liable.  They  may,  however, 
sometimes  disappear,  as  the  letter  of  the  Receiver  at 
Edwardsville  seems  to  have  done.  If  not,  it  will  l>e 
difficult  to  account  for  the  absence  of  a  letter  of  the 
30th  July,  1819,  which  is  presumed  to  have  been  ad- 
dressed by  Mr.  Crawford  to  the  Bankuf  Missouri,  upon 
the  authority  of  a  report  of  a  committee  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  Missouri,  at  its  session  in  1822. 

This  was  a  committee  appointed  to  examine  into 
the  concerns  of  the  Bank  of  Missouri.  Mr.  Craw- 
ford's letters  to  that  bank  were  submitted  to  the  in- 
spection of  the  committee,  and  the  report,  which  I 
have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit,  (11)  contains 
extracts  from  several  of  them,  among  which  is  one 
from  his  letter  of  30th  July,  1819,  of  which  enough 
appears  to  prove  that  it  was  embraced  by  the  call,  and 
ought  to  have  been  communicated,  unless,  indeed,  it 
is  a  mere  fabrication  by  the  committee,  for  which  no 
imaginable  motive  can  be  perceived. 

I  have  not  time  to  dwell  up  jn  several  curious  par- 
ticulars that  are  disclosed  by  this  report.  1  beg  leave, 
however,  to  refer  your  honorable  br)dy  to  the  contract 
with  the  Bank  of  .Missouri,  as  therein  set  forth.  An 
inspection  of  it  will  enable  you  to  decide  at  once  whe- 
ther it  is  correctly  represented  in  Mr.  Crawford's  re- 
port of  it.  and  whether  he  had  a  right  to  withdraw 
any  part  of  the  permanent  deposite,  under  any  pre- 
tence whatever,  before  the  expiration  of  six  months 
"  af\er  it  ceased  to  be  employed  to  receive  the  public 
moneys." 

In  regard  to  the  letters  that  have  been  alluded  to,  I 
will  barely  remark,  that,  if  so  many  of  ihem,  actually 
belonging  to  the  Department,  could  not  be  found  on 
'•  its  files,"  it  will  not  be  strange  if  it  shall  hereafter 
appear  that  the  letter  of  the  Receiver  at  Edwardsville 
has  been  overlooked  ;  or,  if  the  former  were  purposely 
suppressed,  there  is  nothing  improbable  in  the  belief 
that  the  latter  \\-\a  shared  the  same  fate. 

But  this  letter  may  have  been  received  by  Mr.  Craw- 
ford, and  he  may  have  forgotten  it. 

This,  I  presume,  I  may  fairly  demonstrate,  by  show- 
ing that  his  memory  has  been  extremely  treacherous, 
in  other  instances,  of  far  greater  consequence.  For 
this  purpose,  I  beg  leave,  in  the  first  place,  to  call  the 
attention  of  your  honorable  body  to  his  oath,  before 
the  committee. 

Regardless  of  the  salutary  admonitions  of  the  pro- 
verb "of  the  glass  windows."  he  has  treated  ray  oath 
somewhat  freely,  and  he  can  have  no  reasonable 
cause  to  complain  if  his  own  shall  undergo  a  slight  in- 
vestigation. 

On  his  examination  before  the  commitiee,  he  says, 
"I  never  sanctioned  the  omission  of  any  part  of  the 
correspondence." 

Now  let  us  hear  Mr.  Dickins,  his  confidential  clerk. 
On  the  examination  of  this  gentleman  before  the  same 
committee,  he  says,  "  It  is  the  general  direction  of  the 


Secretary,  when  information  is  called  for,  to  give  every 
thing  that  relates  to  the  subject.  When  the  call  wta 
made,  I  looked  over  all  the  papers,  filed  and  unfiled, 
relatin;?  to  the  subject.  The  papers,  af\er  selected, 
are  laid  before  the  Secretary  ;  and  in  this  case,  he  di- 
rected me  to  collect  every  thing  in  the  office  relating 
to  the  subject.  They  were  selected  and  submitted  to 
his  inspection.  In  this  case,  from  the  urgency  of  it,  I 
took  the  originals  and  rough  draughts.  The  paper* 
remained  some  time  before  the  Secretary,  while  he 
was  making  the  report,  after  I  gave  them  to  him,  and 
before  he  communicated  to  the  House." 

Let  it  be  recollected  that  Mr.  Dickins  is  one  of  Mr. 
Crawford's  witnesses  against  me,  and  enjoys  his  high- 
est confij}ence.  Now,  if,  this  gentleman  swt-an  the 
truth,  I  would  ask,  how  it  could  have  happened  that 
to  many  letters  of  the  correspondence  with  the  Banks 
of  Huntsville  and  Missouri  alone  were  suppresaed, 
without  Mr.  Crawford's  sanction  ? 

The  document  No.  119,  before  referred  to,  most 
indisputably  proves  that  upwards  ot  twenty  letters  of 
the  correspondence  with  the  latter  bank  were  sup- 
pressed, on  the  first  call  for  them  ;  and  that  these 
very  letters  were  "  in  the  office."  If,  then,  Mr.  Dick- 
ins did  collect,  and  lay  before  Mr.  Crawford,  "  all  the 
papers,  filed  and  unfiled,  relating  to  the  subject," 
which  he  was  strictly  ordered  to  do,  and  swears  he 
did  ;  by  whom  could  the  suppression  of  so  great  a 
portion  of  the  correspondence  with  the  Bank  of  Mis- 
souri have  been  efT.-cted  ?  If  not  by  Mr.  Crawford, 
his  own  statement  shows  that  it  must  have  been  done 
by  Mr.  Dickins.  To  permit  so  fiagrant  a  breach  of 
trust  and  confidence  to  pass  with  impunity,  is  to  sanc- 
tion it.  If  this  suppression  escaped  Mr.  Crawford's 
notice,  when  he  answered  the  first  call  for  those  let- 
ters, he  could  not  have  been  ignorant  of  it,  when  he 
shortly  afterwards  complied  with  the  second  coll,  by 
transmitting  the  very  letters  that  had  been  suppreas- 
ed.  Yet,  we  have  never  heard  that  Mr.  Dickins  has 
been  punished,  in  any  manner  whatever;  and  from 
the  relation  in  which  these  gentlemen  stand  to  each 
other,  it  cannot  be  presumed  that  he  has  been  even 
blamed. 

Again:  Mr.  Crawford,  in  his  testimony,  says,  "  It 
is  usual  when  resolutions  require  information  which 
the  records  or  files  of  the  office  afford,  to  send  copies  ; 
but  when  there  is  a  press  of  business,  the  originals 
are  sometimes  sent,  as  in  the  present  case," 

Thus,  it  appears,  from  the  oath  of  these  two  gen- 
tlemen, that  .Mr.  Dickins  delivered  all  the  "  originals 
and  rough  draughts  "  to  Mr.  Crawford:  and  that  the 
latter  sent  them  all  to  the  House.  No  one  therefore 
could  reasonably  expect  to  find  copies  among  them. 
Yet,  upon  an  examination  of  the  correspondence  with 
the  Huntsville  Bank  alone,  it  will  be  found  that  about 
one-third  of  the  pages  it  occupies,  and  more  than  that 
proportion  of  the  letters,  are  given  as  extracts.  These, 
surely,  can  not  be  originals,  unless  Mr.  Crawford  and 
the  President  of  the  Bank  of  Huntsville  were  in  the 
habit  of  sending  extracts  of  their  own  letters  to  each 
other — a  novelty  that  can  scarcely  be  believed  to  have 
occurred. 

But,  besides  the  striking  variance  between  Mr. 
Crawford's  statement  of  having  sent  the  originals  to 
the  House,  and  the  fact  of  this  case,  the  transforma- 
tion of  those  originals  into  extracts  requires  explana- 
tion, at  least.  It  is  difficult  to  conjecture  any  motive 
for  sending  these  extracts,  instead  of  the  originals, 
unless  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  omitting  and  with- 
holding something  which  the  latter  contained.     And 
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Address  of  Ninian  Edwards. 


April,  1824. 


if  Mr.  Crawford  **  never  sancUoned  the  omission  of  aoj  I      The  suppressed  letters  B,  No.  13,  from  the  Presi- 
part  of  the  correspondence,"  by  whom  and  with  what  ]  dent  of  the  Bank  of  Missouri,  dated  the  1 1th  October, 


motives  could   these   extracts  have   been    made,  and 
foisted  into  the  place  of  the  originals  1 

It  cannot  be  too  much  to  say  that  there  appears  to 
have  been  considerable  forgetfulness  in  some  part  of 
this  afiair. 

Mr.  Crawford  must  also  have  forgotten  the  resolu- 
tion of  1816,  when,  in  direct  violation  of  its  positive 
injunctions,  he  received  from  certain  local  banks,  in 
discharge  of  their  debts  to  the  United  States,  and  at 
par,  the  large  amount  of  uncurrent  notes  which,  in  his 
report,  he  admits  he  did  receive  from  them. 

But  his  memory  must  have  been  much  more  unfor- 
tunately treacherous  to  him  in  two  other  particulars 
relating  to  this  business ;  for  I  shall  show  that  he  has 
made  two  palpable  and  important  misstatements  in 
regard  to  it. 

Being  called  on  by  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives to  state  the  amount  of  uncurrent  paper 


1819,  and  B,  No.  19,  from  Thomas  Reddick,  agent  of 
the  bank,  dated  the  I8th  February,  1820,  taken  in 
connexion  with  Mr.  Crawford's  settlement  with  the 
said  agent,  will  prove  that  the  sum  of  $1,175,  which 
he  (Mr.  Crawford)  received  from  that  bank,  though 
artfully  stated  so  as  to  disguise  the  fact,  was  composed 
of  $390  of  notes  on  the  Franklin  Bank  of  Alexandria, 
and  $885  on  the  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Alexandria. 

His  own  suppressed  letter  B,  IVo,  7,  dated  the  29ih 
May,  1819,  contains  a  notification  to  the  Bank  of  Mis- 
souri of  the  failure  of  the  former  of  these  banks.  And 
a  friend  has  furnished  me  with  the  following  extract 
from  the  files  of  the  IVational  Intelligencor  in  regard 
to  the  latter,  viz  :  "August  28,  1819.  The  Mechan- 
ics' Bank  of  .Alexandria  does  not  redeem  its  notes  in 
specie,  and  its  notes  no  longer  pass  here  currently." 

The  suppressed  letters  B.  'fio.  25,  from  himself  to 
the  President  of  the  Bank  of  Missouri,  dated  the  14th 


which  he  received  from  the  local  banks  that  had  been  i  November,  1820,  and  the  President's  answer  B,  No.  26, 


made  depositories  of  public  money  received  from  the 
sale  of  public  lands,  he  admits  the  receipt  of  a  large 
amount  from  the  banks  of  Edwardsville,  .Missouri,  and 
Tombeckbee.  But,  aa  an  excuse  for  his  conduct,  he 
represents  those  notes  to  have  been  deposited  in  these 
banks  "  before  the  date  of  their  contracts,"  under  which 
they  agreed  to  account  for  the  public  deposites  in  specie. 
This  I  do  most  unequivocally  and  positively  aver  to 
be  a  misrepresentation,  and  and  an  indefensible  apol- 
ogy ;  and  your  honorable  body  cannot  fail  to  be  con- 
vinced of  it,  by  adverting  to  the  contracts  themselves. 
I  will  refer  to  only  one  of  them  at  present.  The  very 
first  article  of  the  contract  with  the  Bank  of  Edwards 


dated  the  12th  December,  1820,  will  show  that  he 
received  from  that  bank  $40,156,  in  notes  on  the  Bank 
of  Tennessee  and  its  branclui,  which  were  deposited 
in  the  Branch  of  the  United  Slates  Bank  at  Louisville, 
on  the  2l8t  .May,  1820,  to  meet  the  Treasurer's  draA. 

.\  report  from  Luke  Lea,  pension  agent  at  Knox- 
villc,  to  J.  L.  Edwards  of  the  Pension  Oflice,  dated 
the  27th  January,  1823,  shows  that  these  notes  were 
•*  mostly  on  the  branches  of  the  Knoxville  Bank." 

I  have  in  my  possession  proof  that  those  branches 
stopped  payment  in  the  Summer  of  1819,  but  I  deem 
it  unnecessary  to  exhibit  it,  as  every  member  of  the 
delegation  in   Congress    from  Tennessee,  as  well  as 


vilie,  under  which  it  received  the  first  cent  of  public  i  other  members  of  Congress,  must  know  that  they  had 
J  .-  ._  .u-  rii._-_  ,  .  failed  to  redrem  their  notes  in  specie,  long  before  the 

notes  in  question  were  received  by  Mr.  Crawford.  It 
is  only  necessary  to  add,  that  none  of  these  notes  are 
included  in  the  amount  of  uncurrent  notes  reported  by 
.Mr.  Crawford. 

Now,  though  the  probability  that  these  misstate- 
ments were  innocently  made,  is  somewhat  weakened 
by  the  suppression  of  the  letters  that  would  have  de- 
tected their  inaccuracies,  I  do  not  deem  it  necessary 
to  insist  that  they  prove  any  thing  more  than  a  greater 


deposites,  is  in  the  following  words,  vii :  "  1.  That 
the  public  moneys  shsll  be  entered  to  the  credit  of  the 
Treasurer  aa  cash ,-  which  may  be  seen  in  document 
No.  66,  letter  G,  Nos.  1  and  2. 

But,  for  his  own  opinion  upon  the  subject,  even  in 
•  case  where  there  had  been  no  express  stipulation 
^  to  pay  cash,"  I  refer  your  honorable  body  to  his  let- 
ter L,  No.  1,  to  the  President  of  the  Bank  of  Hunts- 
ville,  dated  the  Uth  January,  1818,  where  it  will  be 
found  that  he  says:    "In  making  the   Planters  and 


Merchant's  Bank  of  Hunuvilie  a  place  of  deposite,  at    degree  of  forgetfulness  and  inadvertence,  than  to  have 


Its  particular  solicitation,  it  was  expected  that  the 
transfer  of  the  funds  which  it  undertook  to  make,  would 
be  effected  in  funds  that  circulated  at  par  at  the  place 
where  the  transfer  was  directed.  Aa  the  Receiver  had 
been  directed  to  receive  the  bills  on  no  banks  which 
did  not  discharge  them  in  specie  upon  demand,  it  was 
expected  that  the  bank  would  be  answerable  for  the 
amount  deposited  in  specie,  or  in  bills  which  would 


forgot  or  overlooked  such  a  trifling  affair  as  the  letter 
mentioned  in  my  examination.  If  they  were  inten- 
tional, it  would  prove  the  statement  made  against  me 
so  much  the  less  entitled  to  credit. 

In  making  deposites  in  the  local  banks  of  Louisville, 
Cincinnati,  Chilicoihe,  and  of  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, (in  all  of  which  places  branches  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  Slates  were  established,)  and,  in  some  in- 


be  received  as  specie,  ai  the  place  to  which  the  money    stances,  continuing  those  deposites'  for  years  in  auc- 
ahould  be  directed  to  be  traneferred,  unless  jt  should     cession,  without   making  any  report  thereof  to  Con- 

*"«  !  .1*'°'''"'^;^  «    .  1  ^""*^  ^'-  Crawford  must  have  forgot,  for  a  very  long 

Bat  this  IS  not  the  worst  case.  He  has,  in  the  same  !  time,  indeed,  and  on  a  great  variety  of  occasions  both 
report  misstated  the  amount  of  uncurrent  notes  which  the  letter  and  intention  of  the  following  section  in  the 
be  did  receive  from  those  banks,  making  it  much  less  '  law  esUblishing  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  via  • 
than  It  actually  was ;  and  some  of  the  suppressed  let-  !  "  Be  it  enacted,  Ac  That  the  deposites  of  the  mo- 
ters  in  the  correspondence  with  the  Bank  of  Musouri  ,  ney  of  the  United  States  in  places  in  which  the  said 
"'lif'*"*  '/'        .        A     u.       M  !  ^*"''  ''^  branches  thereof  may  be  established,  shsll  be 

Thu  statement,  no  doubt,  will  surprise  and  astonish  [  made  in  said  Bank  or  branches  thereof,  unless  the  Sec- 

LT  nrl7'n  '.^^'i         VV^m"  T  '""^  ''^""^  ''  '"'^  "^  '^*  '^'•'""^>'  •*»*"'  »^  "^  "'»«'  Otherwise 

1?      .K  /   '*""''3r'      '  »fa*'".   however,    content  order  and  direct;  in  which  ca.es  the  Secretary  of  the 

my>ell  with  barely  sUting  enough  to  carry  resistless  Treasury  shall  immediately  lay  before  Congress,  if  in 

conviction  to  your  own  minds  of  the  truth  of  it.    None  session,  and  if  not.  immediatilj  after  the  commence 

shal  doubt  who  will  either  read  or  hear  the  tesUmony  ment  of  the  next  session,  the  reason,  of  such  order  or 

exhibited  to  you  bj  Mr.  Crawford  himself.  direction." 
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April,  1824. 


Address  of  Ninian  Edwards. 


H.  or  R. 


Indeetl,  I  am  aoder  the  impression  that,  notwith- 
standing his  compliance  with  the  above  reqaisition,  on 
the  lOih  December,  1817,  which  proved  that  it  was 
then  fresh  in  his  recollection,  and  though  his  connex- 
ion with  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sutes,  iu  pressing 
wants,  and  the  nature  of  the  businesa  he  had  to  trans- 
act with  it,  were  all  calculated  to  recall  his  attention 
to  that  part  of  his  duly,  almost  every  day,  he  himself 
has,  in  some  one  of  his  reports,  admitted  that  he  had 
overlooked  it  through  "  mere  inadvertence." 

I  regret  to  have  to  say  to  your  honorable  body, 
that  both  the  stale  of  my  health,  and  the  want 
of  lime,  absolutely  compel  me,  most  reluctantly,  to 
close  this  investigation  of  Mr.  Crawford's  well-timed 
statement  against  me.  In  this  situation,  I  beg  leave 
to  refer  you,  for  further  facU,  of  which  I  might,  under 
more  favorable  circumstances,  fairly  and  successfully 
avail  myself,  to  a  few  of  the  publications  under  the  sig- 
nature of  "  A.  B.,"  herewith  transmitted. 

Avowing  mysdf  the  author  of  these  publications, 
and,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  unimportant  typo- 
graphical errors,  and  a  mere  verbal  inaccuracy  in  re- 
gard to  the  time  of  a  certain  report's  being  made,  re- 
asserting, before  your  honorable  body,  and  the  nation, 
that  the  facU  they  allege  are  substantially  true,  I  do 
moat  respectfully  solicit  that  they  may  be  taken  as  a 
part  of,  and  be  printed  with,  this  communication.  In 
order  to  strengthen  my  claim  to  this  indulgence,  com- 
bining all  the  righu  of  defence,  of  accusation,  and  of 
asking  for  investigation,  which  can  entitle  me,  as  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  or  an  officer  of  their  Gov- 
ernment, to  appear  before  your  honorable  body,  I  do 
expressly  state : 

1.  'i'hat  the  honorable  William  H.  Crawford,  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  has  mismanaged  the  national 
funds. 

2.  That  he  has  received  a  large  amount  of  uncur- 
rent notes  from  certain  banks,  in  part  discharge  of  their 
debts  to  the  United  Stales,  contrary  to  the  resolution 
of  Congress  of  1816. 

8.  That,  being  called  on  by  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  state  the  amount  of  un- 
current notes  which  he  received  from  these  banks,  he 
has  misstated  it,  making  it  less  than  it  really  was. 

4.  That  he  has,  in  his  report  to  the  House,  misrep- 
resented the  obligations  of  these  banks,  or  some  one 
of  them,  at  least,  and  predicated  thereon  an  indefen- 
aible  excuse  for  his  conduct  in  receiving  those  uncur- 
rent notes. 

&.  That  he  has  acted  illegally,  iu  a  variety  of  in- 
atances,  by  making  and  continuing  deposites  of  public 
money  in  certain  local  banks,  without  making  report 
thereof  to  Congress,  according  to  law  ;  and 

6.  That  he  has,  in  several  instances,  withheld  infor- 
mation and  letters,  called  for  by  the  House,  and  which 
it  was  his  duty  to  have  communicated. 

His  Oath. — Let  it  speak  for  iUelf. 

For  specifications  of  these  statemento,  I  offer  the 
publications  under  the  signature  of  A.  B.,  above  men- 
tioned, and  this  communication  ;  and,  for  proof,  I  offer 
that  which  they  respectively  refer  to. 

All  this  I  do  defensively  ;  for,  if  the  facts  stated  be 
true,  no  rational  man  can  doubt  that  they  must  weaken, 
at  least,  the  force  of  Mr.  Crawford'a  atatement  againat 
me. 

I  will  not  charge  him  with  bad  intentions  in  any  of 
those  acts.  It  is  more  properly  the  duty  of  others  to 
inquire  into  and  judge  of  that  matter.  I  do  not  ask 
for  an  iuveatigation  of  his  coodacU  Such  a  request 
ought  more  naturally  to  be  looked  for  from  himself.    But 


I  will  say,  that  if,  being  an  officer  of  the  same  Gov- 
ernment under  which  he  holds  his  office,  I  have  wil- 
fully and  maliciously  misrepresented  him,  in  the  six 
foregoing  allegations,  it  is  a  misdemeanor  that  would 
prove  me  unworthy  of  the  office  I  hold.  I  invite  bin, 
or  any  of  bis  friends,  to  make  this  charge  against  me, 
pledging  myself  to  waive  all  notice,  and,  with  all  the 
disadvantsges  of  absence,  to  Hubmit  to  an  investigation 
thereof  by  either  or  both  Houses  of  Congress,  and  to 
abide  by  the  decision  thereupon.  If  this  proposition 
is  declined,  I  trust  we  shall  have  no  more  cantinf 
about  an  "A  B.  plot."  As  to  myself,  I  fear  not  the 
consequences  of  any  fair  investigation,  for  I  know  I 
shall  be  able,  whatever  may  be  the  reault,  to  justify 
myself  to  the  nation.  And  never  having  obtained 
any  office  by  the  slightest  sacrifice  of  independence, 
I  never  will  owe  the  holding  of  one  to  reluctant  for- 
bearance, or  the  courtesy  of  my  enemies. 

I  will  only  add,  that,  if  any  attempt  should  hereafter 
be  made,  meanly  to  take  advantage  of  my  absence,  by 
those  who  have  forborne  to  attack  me  when  I  could 
have  had  an  opportunity  of  defending  myself,  I  must 
beg  of  your  honorable  body,  and  the  nation,  to  sus- 
pend your  opinions,  and  to  i>e  assured  that  there  shall 
be  no  avoidable  delay  in  vindicating  myself  I  have 
in  reserve  much  matter  of  defensive  accusation,  and 
should  most  certainly  have  invited  your  attention  to 
the  report  concerning  the  Receivers  of  Public  Moneys 
at  Huntsville,  and  other  matters  of  no  less  importance, 
had  tioio  permitted. 

NINIAN  EDWARDS. 

WuKKLixe,  Va.,  April  6,  1824. 

Some  desultory  conversation  took  place,  as  to 
the  proper  course  to  be  taken  with  this  cotuiuuni- 
cation,  between  Messrs.  A.  Stevenson,  Floyd, 
CuTHBEHT,  Kremer,  Tracy,  McLane,  of  Dela- 
ware, and  Warfield. 

Mr.  Floyd  moved  to  lay  the  meiuorial  oa  the 
table. 

Mr.  TtcKER,  of  Virginia,  moved  that  the  ad- 
dress and  accooipanyiag  papers,  be  printed,  desir- 
ing to  see  (he  whole  truth,  whatever  it  might  be. 
Mr.  Warfield  called  for  the  reading  of  the  ad- 
dress, and  the  Clerk  proceeded  accordingly  to 
read  it. 

The  reading  had  continued  about  half  an  hour, 
wheD,  the  address  not  having  been  gooe  more  than 
half  through,  Mr.  Warfielo  said  he  was  satisfied 
as  to  the  character  of  the  paper,  and  did  not  wixh 
the  time  of  the  House  lo  be  taken  up  with  it  longer, 
as  it  would  obviously  require  considerable  tinae. 
Mr.  Buchanan  inquired  what  the  object  of  the 
memorialist  was,  or  whether  he  requested  any 
thing  specifically  of  the  House  ?  Mr.  Moore,  of 
Alabama, required  that  the  reading  should  proceed. 

The  reading  having  been  finished — 

Mr.  Tucker,  of  Virginia,  said,  he  was  free  to 
declare,  now  that  he  had  heard  the  memorial  read, 
that  the  style  and  temper  in  which  it  was  written, 
manifested  so  much  personal  and  party  feeling, 
that  he  should  then  withdraw  his  motion  to  print, 
but  for  one  consideration.  It  is  well  known,  he 
said,  that  the  di^tinguisbed  individual  whose  cha- 
racter is  assailed  in  that  memorial,  stands  in  a 
very  peculiar  relation  to  the  public,  and  that  every 
thing  which  concerns  his  character,  in  the  small- 
est degree,  will  be  regarded  with  the  liveliest  in- 
terest by  the  people  of  this  country.    Sir,  we  are 
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bound  to  represent,  not  merely  the  interest  of  the 
people,  but  their  feelings  too;  and  they  will  not 
be  satisfied  if  this  accusation  is  prevented  frona 
going  abroad  to  the  world.  This  was  all  I  meant, 
in  saying  I  wished  the  whole  truth  to  come  out. 
I  was  far  from  meaning  to  imply,  that  any  gen- 
tleman was  not  willing  to  have  a  full  invesiiga- 
lionof  thesubject.  Mr.  T.remarked  that, although 
that  House  ought  not  to  be  made  the  vehicle 
of  private  calumny  and  detraction,  nor  be  the 
theatre  on  which  individuals,  however  elevated 
they  may  be,  should  settle  their  controversies,  yet, 
when  it  was  recollected  how  sensitive,  how  trem- 
blingly alive  the  people  were  to  every  thing 
which  affected  the  characters  of  those  who  stood 
in  the  same  relation  to  the  public  as  the  officer 
who  was  now  accused,  he  thought  the  whole  of 
the  chargis  brought  against  him  ought  to  be  pub- 
lished. If  these  charges  deserved  the  character 
of  malignity  imputed  lo  them  by  his  worthy  col- 
league, (Mr.  Floyd,)  and  he  was  not  now  dis- 
posed to  contest  the  matter  with  him,  or  to  give 
any  opinion  on  the  subject,  that  malignity  would 
recoil  upon  its  author.  Mr.  T.  said  he  had  un- 
shaken confidence  in  the  character  and  integrity 
of  the  distinguished  officer  who  had  been  thus  at- 
tacked, and  he  had  no  doubt  that  on  this,  as  on 
all  other  occasions,  the  accusations  against  him 
would  prove  to  be  false  and  unfounded.  He  must, 
however,  persist  in  his  m6tion  for  printing. 

Mr.  Webster  observed,  that,  in  the°present 
delicate  affair,  the  first  duty  of  Congress  was,  to 
look  to  its  own  course,  and  preserve  its  own  dig- 
nity. He  had  no  idea  that  this  House  was  to  be 
converted  into  an  arena  on  which  prominent  po- 
litical men  were  to  carry  on  their  personal  con- 
tests; or  a  mere  instrument,  through  iis  power  to 
order  papers  to  be  printed,  of  giving  publicity  to 
any  thing  they  might  choose  to  write  against  each 
other.  If  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  who  had 
made  the  motion  to  print,  did  not  intend  to  follow 
up  that  motion  by  any  other,  he  should  certainly 
oppose  it — as  the  only  legitimate  end  of  printing 

Sapers  in  this  House  was  for  information  of  mem' 
?r?  of  the  House,  and  not  to  spread  it  through 
the  nation.  But,  if  any  motion  should  be  made 
for  a  committee  of  investigation,  it  should  have 
his  support ;  and  if  the  present  motion  to  print, 
■was  only  preparatory  to  such  a  measure,  he  should 
not  object  to  it,  though  he  could  not  consider  it 
as  very  necessary. 

Mr.  Floyd,  of  Virginia,  said,  that  when  he 
made  the  motion  to  lay  the  memorial  on  the  table, 
he  had  done  ;:o,  because  it  was  the  usual  course 
with  such  papers ;  but,  since  it  had  been  read,  he 
was  disposed  to  have  it  examined,  not,  he  said, 
because  it  purported  to  be  a  defence,  but  because^ 
it  contained  specific  charges  against  one  of  our 
officers.  Mr.  F.  said  he  was  opposed  to  the  print- 
ing of  the  memorial,  until  it  could  be  examined 
by  a  committee,  and  determined,  on  more  reflec- 
tion and  investigation,  what  ought  to  be  done. 
This  was  due  to  the  charges  made.  As  to  the  rest 
of  the  extraordinary  production,  said  Mr.  F.,  it 
cannot  be  animadverted  upon  in  terms  suitable' to 
it.     The  charges  appear  to  contain  nothing  but  a 
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reiteration  of  those  made  by  the  A.  B.  conspira- 
tors ;  nor  did  I  think  the  author  of  that  plot  would 
have  ever  had  the  unblushing  effrontery  to  ac- 
knowledge himself  such.  This  lago,  however, 
has  chosen  to  acknowledge  the  fact,  and  reiterate 
the  charges  formerly  made,  and  seems  to  think, 
that  his  late  station  as  Senator,  and  his  recent  ap- 
pointment bv  the  President,  as  Minister  Plenipo- 
tentiary to  Mexico,  will  give  a  more  imposing 
character  to  the  plot,  and  that,  under  the  sanction 
of  his  own  name,  with  the  authority  of  office,  that 
may  now  be  effectuated,  which  the  anonymous 
writer  failed  to  do. 

Every  member  of  the  last  Congress,  said  Mr.  F., 
will  recollect  that  two  several  committees  were 
appointed  to  investigate  this  matter;  and  every 
one   then   seemed  to  consider  that  attack  as  the 
most  infamous  conspiracy  that  was  ever  formed 
against  the  reputation  of  any  man.     I  am  unwil- 
ling that  this  House  should  become  the  theatre 
for  any  political  juggler,  or  the  arena  where  in- 
dividuals can  come  to  adjust    their   disputes.     I 
have  too  high  a  respect  for  the   dignity  of  the 
House,  and,  I  trust,  for  myself;  but,  as  there  is  a 
specific  charge,  that  may  be  attended  to,  I  am 
willing  to  investigate  it ;  though  I  will  not  admit 
that,  because  he  has  been  a  Senator,  is  now  a 
Minister  to  .Mexico,  and  enjoying  the  confidence 
of  the  President,  that,  therefore,  his  statements  are 
to  be  received  as  he  would  wish  them.     The  writer 
has  not  justified  himself  or  defended  himself  from 
charges,  which   he  says  were  made  against  him, 
but  has  cast  imputations  upon  all  who  seem  to, 
have  been  in  the  way  of  his  original  design,  which 
has   been    pursued  with  pertinacious    malignity. 
Were  this  man's  request  allowed,  and  his  calum- 
nies printed  by  the  House,  would  it  not  be  right 
to  receive  and  print  also  the  defence  of  Mr.  Dick- 
ins,  or  any  other  citizen?     Why  has  he  left  the 
subject  of  his  own  defence  to  attack  the  character 
of  Mr.  Dickins  ?     That  could  not  have  been  ne- 
cessary.    Mr.  Dickins  has  a  right  to  be  heard  as 
well   as  a  Minister  to  Mexico,  as,  I  trust,  every 
other  American   citizen    has,  without  regard  to 
station,  and  when  the  two  former  committees  of 
this  House  investigated  this  matter,  his  character 
was  admitted  by  all  to  be  good,  and  entirely  un- 
exceptionable    I,  too,  have  heard  this  of  him  ever 
since  I  have  been   in   Congress,  though  I  should 
not  know  him,  were  we  to  meet  in  the  street; 
and,  all  agree,  that  he  has  discharged  his  official 
duties  with  honesty  and  attention,  which  is,  in  my 
opinion,  no  small  recommendation. 

Why  has  this  Minister  to  Mexico,  who  enjoys 
the  confidence  of  the  President,  left  the  subject  of 
his  defence  and  referred  to  the  subject  of  the  illicit 
introduction  of  slaves  by  a  man  who  was  the 
friend  of  Mr.  Crawford  1  Is  he  to  be  accountable 
too  for  his  iriend's  conduct  ?  I  do  not  know  any 
thing  of  that  matter,  said  Mr.  F.,  but  this  I  know, 
that  one  of  the  gentlemen  who  suffered  by  that 
attack,  of  which  that  memorial  reiterates  a  part, 
has  been  here  demanding  reparation  for  wrongs 
suffered  in  that  affair ;  I  know  him  too,  to  be  an 
honorable  man,  and  that  he  will  have  that  matter 
adjusted.     His  presence  here  was  known,  I  pre- 


sume, to  the  Minister  to  Mexico,  and  he  should 
then  have  taken  up  this  part  of  his  subject.  One 
would  think,  said  Mr.  F.,  that  the  object  of  this 
political  Caliban  was  more  extensive  than  merely 
to  do  himself  justice,  or  his  scope  would  not  have 
been  so  broad.  The  A.  B.  conspirator,  however, 
ought  not  to  have  again  attempted  to  consummate 
the  object  of  his  wishes,  after  he  had,  in  such  a 
sort,  succeeded  in  obtaining  the  appointment  of 
Minister  to  Mexico  and  the  President's  confidence. 
He  had  obtained  the  reward  of  so  much  toil,  so 
much  industry,  and  so  many  dangers,  and  he 
ought  to  have  left  behind  him  the  honest  reputa- 
tion to  those  who  had  it,  as  it  no  longer  proved  a 
barrier  to  his  march  to  the  Mission  to  Mexico  and 
the  President's  favor. 

Look  at  it.  Can  any  man  believe,  for  an  in- 
stant, from  the  manner  in  which  this  memorial 
is  brought  up,  that  it  is  not  a  deliberate  design  to 
op<'rate  upon  those  feelings  which,  at  this  time,  so 
much  agitate  this  country  and  this  House  ?  How 
all  that  volume  could  be  written  from  Wheeling, 
on  the  Ohio  river,  with  a  reference  to  so  many 
public  documents,  is  more  than  lean  comprehend, 
and  more  than  I  believe.  There  are  two  or  three 
charges  specifically  made,  and  yet,  from  his  ab- 
sence, he  wishes  the  public  to  suspend  an  opinion 
in  regard  to  him,  should  matters  turn  out  unfavor- 
able to  him,  until  he  can  get  back.  Why  then 
make  them  7  There  are,  said  Mr.  F.,  several 
persons  in  the  Government,  in  whom  I  have  great 
confidence — but  I  have  more  in  myself;  and  i 
wish  these  charges  to  be  investigated  again,  and 
justice  done,  though  I  do  not  doubt  it  will  result, 


too,  of  which  it  is  impossible  to  judge  without  a 
deliberate  examination.  After  it  is  printed  and 
examined,  it  may  appear  that  further  inquiry  is 
proper — or,  it  may  seem  to  be  unnecessary.  I 
thought  it  premature,  at  this  time,  to  give  an 
opinion  on  the  subject.  But,  as  my  colleague 
seems  not  unwilling  to  engage  in  the  investigation, 
and  has  moved  a  reference  of  it  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, my  object  of  giving  it  publicity  will  be 
attained,  and  I  withdraw  my  motion  to  print. 

Mr.  Rankin  wished  that  the  communication  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  which  the  pres- 
ent document  refers,  might  be  referred  to  the  same 
committee. 

Mr.  Wright  moved  to  amend  Mr.  Floyd's 
motion,  by  adding,  "  and  to  print  it." 

Mr.  Forsyth  said,  he  thought  much  more  im- 
portance was  given  to  this  subject  than  it  deserved. 
It  was  an  ordinary  question  to  print  a  long  state- 
ment for  the  use  and  information  of  the  House, 
and  not  for  the  public.  He  was  never  unwilling 
to  print  any  paper  of  public  interest.  During  the 
many  years  he  had  been  a  member  of  this  House, 
he  had  never  seen  any  evil  arise  from  printing 
papers.  Whether  the  House  ordered  the  state- 
ment to  be  printed  or  not,  it  would  doubtless  be 
circulated  in  the  pulilic  newspapers,  and  he  had 
no  doubt  it  was  prepared  for  that  purpose.  It 
was  intended,  he  presumed,  as  a  sort  of  legacy  to 
the  country,  by  the  author,  who  was  going  as 
Minister  to  Mexico — as  a  mark  of  his  gratitude 
for  the  honor  of  his  appointment.  This  honor- 
able gentleman,  said  Mr.  F.,  was  a  Senator  in 
Congress  when  theformer  investigations  took  place 
asdid  the  inquiry  by  the  former  committees,  which  {  by  committees  of  this  House  ;  thecomraittee  gave 


I  had  thought  would  have  prevented  all  similar 
attempts  ;  and,  considering  the  question  which 
now  occupies  the  public,  and  his  success  in  obtain- 
ing office,  I  did  not  think  that  one  of  those  con- 
spirators would  have  had  the  audacity,  in  his  own 
name,  to  avow  himself,  and  show  his  unblushing 
front  to  this  House  and  the  nation  ;  though,  if 
ray  memory  does  not  fail  me,  I  saw  in  the  news- 
papers, whilst  his  nomination  was  before  the  Sen- 
ate, a  statement  which  I  believed  was  authorized 
by  himself,  that  he  was  not  the  author  of  that 
plot.  Had  he  been  known  as  the  author  of  that 
infamous  conspiracy,  I  think  I  hazard  little  in 
saying,  that  the  Senate  would  not  have  confirmed 
bis  appointment.  Mr.  F.  concluded  by  moving 
that  the  memorial  and  papers  be  referred  to  a  se- 
lect committee. 

Mr.  LivERMORE  suggested  lo  Mr.  Tucker  the 
propriety  of  withdrawing  his  motion  to  print  the 
papers,  that  a  decision  might  first  be  had  on  their 
reference  to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  Tucker,  of  Virginia,  observed,  that  he 
thought  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr. 
Webster)  somewhat  mistook  the  character  of 
an  order  to  print.  Mr.  T.  did  not  consider  that, 
in  doing  so,  the  House  lent  its  sanction,  in  any 
degree,  to  the  document  ordered  to  be  printed. 
It  was  merely  to  enable  the  members  to  examine  a 
subject  at  leisure,  and  understand  it  thoroughly. 
Here  is  a  very  long  memorial,  containing  facts 
and  argument,  and  much  of  it  subtle  argument 


him  an  opportunity  of  disclosing  all  he  knew  of  the 
allegations,  and,  after  a  full  examination,  reported 
that  they  were  fully  satisfied  of  the  groundlessness 
of  the  charges.  It  was  the  duty  of  this  Senator, 
as  a  public  man,  at  that  time,  and  while  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  to 
hold  up  to  the  public  every  defaulter  in  office  with 
which  he  was  acquainted  ;  but,  instead  of  doing 
this,  he  waits  until  his  appointment  to  a  foreign 
mission  is  confirmed,  and  when  he  is  about  toleave 
the  country,  sends  forth  this  precious  paper,  pretend- 
ing to  be  a  defence  of  himself,  but  in  reality  an 
attack  on  a  high  officer  of  the  Government,  to  be 
circulated  after  he  shall  have  been  beyond  the 
reach  of  any  call  on  him  to  substantiate  his  charges. 
He  does  not  ask  us  to  go  into  an  investigation  of 
thesubject;  and  Mr.  F.  believed  that  the  writer 
did  not  expect  t"he  House  would  take  any  notice 
of  his  communication.  That  was  not  the  writer's 
object ;  he  only  requests  the  House  to  put  it  on 
its  files — to  print  it,  when  he  shall  not  be  here  to 
make  his  charges  good.  This,  I  believe,  said  Mr. 
F.,  is  the  third  impeachment  exhibited  against  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  during  the  present 
session  of  Congress  :  one  of  them  is  by  this  hon- 
orable gentleman  ;  another  was  by  a  certain  John 
Henry — a  name  of  evil  omen  in  this  country,  said 
Mr.  F. — [some  member  here  said  to  .Mr.  F.,  that 
the  person's  name  was  Robert  Henry] — I  am  sorry 
for  It,  said  Mr.  F.,  as  their  designs  were  so  simi- 
lar, it  is  a  pity  their  names  were  not  the  same. 
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Mr.  F.  concluded  by  saying,  he  hoped  the  com- 
munication  would  be  printed  as  a  maiter  of  course, 
and  that  the  subject  might  go  to  a  select  commit- 
tee for  infestigaiion. 

Mr.  Wright,  of  Ohio,  (who  was  not  a  mem- 
ber of  Congress  when  the  former  investigation 
took  place  into  the  subject  of  the  bank  correspond- 
ence and  the  alleged  suppression  of  a  paragraph 
in  one  of  the  letters,)  said  that,  since  he  had  taken 
his  !«eat  as  a  member,  he  had  bestowed  much  at- 
tention on  the  report  of  the  committee  of  investi- 
gation, and  he  was  perfectly  satisfied  with  the 
correctness  of  the  conclusion,  which  the  commit- 
tee had  come  to  ;  but  he  was  willing  it  should 
again  be  investigated,  and  therefore  withdrew 
his  own  motion  to  print  the  statement  of  Mr. 
Edwards. 

Mr.  Sanford  thought  a  matter  of  so  much  im- 
portance should  be  referred  to  a  committee  com- 
posed of  a  member  from  each  State  ;  that  is^  twen- 
ty-four members. 

This  motion  was  rejected  almost  unanimously, 
and  a  committee  of  seven  members  was  ordered. 

Mr.  McArthl'r  moved  that  the  committee  be 
appointed  by  ballot,  instead  of  by  the  Speaker; 
which  motion  was  also  negatived. 

Messrs.  Floyd,  LiviNCdxo.x,  Webster,  Ran- 
dolph, Taylor,  McArthuh,  and  Owen,  were 
appointed  the  said  committee. 

On  motion,  the  committee  were  then  empow- 
ered to  send  for  persons  and  papers. 

FORTIFICATIONS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McLane  the  previous  orders 
of  the  day  were  dispensed  with,  and  the  House 
went  into  Committee  of  the  W^hole,  on  the  bill 
^  making  appropriations  for  completing  the  sev- 
eral fortifications  of  the  United  Slates — Mr.  La- 
THROP  in  the  Chair. 

In  relation  to  the  appropriation  of  §125,000,  for 
the  fort  at  Mobile  Point,  Mr.  Cocke  called  for  fur- 
ther explanation,  which  was  given  by  Mr.  Mc- 
Lane, Mr.  Hamilton,  and  Mr.  Owen  of  Ala- 
bama. 

Mr.  McLane  raoVed  to  change  the  appropria- 
tion of  5>5U,000  from  Fort  Fayette,  in  IS'ew  York 
harbor,  to  the  projected  work  on  New  Utrecht 
Point,  in  the  same  harbor ;  and  supported  the  mo- 
tion by  giving  a  statement  of  the  circumstances 
bearing  on  the  question. 

Mr.  Cocke  opposed  the  amendment,  as  going  to 
authorize  a  new  fortification,  before  those  already 
commenced  were  finished. 

Mr.  Hamilton  spoke  in  reply,  and  defended  the 
propriety  and  necessity  of  erecting  the  work  pro- 
posed. 

Mr.  McLane  confirmed  the  same  view,  and 
explained  the  connexion  of  the  proposed  fort  with 
the  general  plan  of  defence. 

Mr.  Sharpe  stated  some  further  facts,  and 
contended  that  the  proposed  fortification,  as  a 
necessary  defence  to  Fort  Lafayette,  was  not  a 
new  measure,  but  only  completing  what  was  al- 
ready begun. 

Mr.  Cocke  again  urged  his  objections,  and  was 
replied  to  by  Mr.  Cambreleno  and  Mr.  McLane. 


Mr.  Cobb  thought  that  a  clause  in  an  appro- 
priation bill  was  not  the  mode  in  which  Congress 
should  express  its  will  for  the  extension  of  the 
plan  of  defence;  and  that  the  size  and  location 
of  the  several  fortresses  should  be  designated  by 
law  before  money  was  appropriated  for  building 
them. 

Mr.  McLane  replied,  and  Mr.  Cobb  explained, 
and  enforced  the  grounds  he  had  taken,  and  Mr. 
Hamilton  spoke  in  reply. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Mc- 
Lane's  motion,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative — 
S5  to  45. 

Mr.  McLane  moved  further  to  amend  the  bill, 
by  inserting  a  clause  to  appropriate,  for  the  grad- 
ual armament  of  the  fortifications,  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  Hamilton  supported  this  amendment. 
He  stated  that  a  bill  to  this  effect,  appropriating  a 
larger  amount,  had  passed  the  Senate,  and  was 
referred  to  a  committee  of  this  House.  That 
committee  had  agreed  not  to  press  the  passage 
of  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  provided  the  amend- 
ment, now  proposed,  were  agreed  to  by  the 
House. 

Mr.  Cobb  and  Mr.  Vance,  of  Ohio,  were  op- 
posed to  the  incorporation  of  this  appropriation 
with  the  bill  now  before  the  House,  desiring  that 
it  should  be  separately  presented. 

Mr.  Hamilton  replied. 

Mr.  Reed,  of  Massachusetts,  made  some  re- 
marks in  reference  to  the  prices  which  had  been 
heretofore  given  for  cannon,  and  the  means  which 
ought  to  be  taken  for  procuring  them. 

Mr.  McLane  said,  he  did  not  particularly  wish 
to  press  the  subject  on  the  House  at  this  time. 
He  therefore  withdrew  his  amendment. 

Mr.  McL.  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
inserting  an  appropriation  for  certain  improve- 
ments to  be  made  in  the  buildings  attached  to  the 
Military  Academy  at  West  Point.  This  amend- 
ment was  rejected — 37  to  72. 

Mr.  Stewart  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  in- 
serting an  appropriation  for  surveying  the  route 
of  a  canal  to  connect  the  waters  of  the  Chesa- 
peake with  the  Ohio,  and  of  the  Ohio  with  Lake 
Erie,  §9,000.  Mr.  S.  read  an  extract  from  the  late 
Message  of  the  President  to  prove  the  propriety  of 
this  amendment. 

Messrs.  .Mercer  and  Vance,  of  Ohio,  opposed 
this  appropriation  ;  and  Mr.  Stewart  spoke  again 
in  sup|X)rt  of  it.  The  amendment  was  rejected, 
without  a  division. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the  bill 
to  the  House. 

Mr.  Forward  gave  notice  that  he  should,  on 
Thursday  next,  ask  the  House  to  go  into  Com- 
mittee of^  the  Whole,  to  take  into  consideration 
the  bill  "  imposing  a  tax  on  sales  at  auction." 

Mr.  CROWNiN8HiELDgavenotice,that  he  should, 
to-morrow,  ask  the  iJouse  to  go  into  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  "  to 
provide  for  building  ten  additional  sloops  of 
war." 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


TuEsnAY,  April  20. 

Mr.  Pldmer,  of  New  Hampshire,  from  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  which  was  refer- 
red the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  act  to 
alter  the  times  of  holding  the  district  court  in  the 
district  of  Missouri,"  reported  the  same  without 
amendment,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Hamilton,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Afiairs,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  John 
Top,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

Mr.  Long  laid  the  following  resolution  on  the 
table,  for  consideration  to-morrow,  viz  : 

Retolved.Thal  the  Postmaster  General  be  requested 
to  lay  before  ihia  Houm  a  atatement  uf  all  the  post 
routes  now  eatabliahed,  not  included  in  bis  ftatement 
of  unproductive  post  routes  already  submitted  to  the 
House;  together  with  a  statement  of  the  amount  paid 
fur  the  transportation  of  the  mail  on  each  route,  the 
number  of  mails  on  each  route  per  week,  and  the 
amount  of  profits  arising  from  each  one.  Also,  the 
amoant  that  would  be  saved  by  discontinuing  certain 
unproductive  routes,  as  proponed  by  the  bill  reported 
by  the  Committee  on  the  Poet  Office  and  Post  Roads  ; 
likewise,  the  amount  that  might  be  saved  by  having 
one  mail  instead  of  two,  on  all  routes  where  there  are 
DOW  two  mails  a  week. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  a  committee  was 
appointed  on  the  part  of  this  House  to  join  such 
committee  as  may  be  appointed  by  the  Senate,  to 
examine  and  re[>ort  what  business  ought  to  be 
acted  upon  at  the  present  session  ;  and,  a Ko,  at 
what  time  the  session  may  be  closed,  by  the  ad- 
journment of  the  two  Houses. — Me.ssrs.  Taylor, 
McLane  of  Delaware,  Forsyth,  Rankin,  and 
Ca.mpbell  of  Ohio,  were  appointed  the  commit- 
tee on  the  part  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Cusuman  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, viz: 

Rtsolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  laying 
a  duty  on  stills,  or  on  spirits  distilled  from  foreign  and 
domestic  mati>rials,  within  the  United  States. 

The  resolution  was  read  ;  and,  on  the  question. 
Will  theHou>e  now  consider  it  ?  it  was  determined 
in  the  negative. 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Longfellow,  calling  on 
the  President  for  information  respecting  certain 
spoliations  on  our  commerce  by  French  cruisers, 
was  taken  up,  and,  having  been  supported  by  Mr. 
L.  in  a  few  observations,  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Forsyth  suggested  that  the  same  infor- 
mation had  been  called  fur  by  a  resolution  of  the 
Senate,  but,  afterwards  withdrew  that  objection 
to  the  resolve,  which  finally  passed  nein.  con. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President 
OF  THE  United  States,  as  follows: 

To  the  Hoiist  of  RepreserUatives  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representativrs  of  the  1 3th  instant,  requesting  a  de- 
tailed account  of  the  disbursement  of  the  sums  appro- 
priated by  the  acts  of  the  30th  April,  1818,  and  of  the 
3d  .March,  1819,  fur  making  certain  improvements  in 


the  grounds  connected  with  the  public  officet  and  the 
President's  house,  I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  Public  Buildings,  which  contains  the 
information  desired. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Wasbihgtoh,  April  18,  1824. 

The  Speaker,  by  leave,  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  Amelia  Eugenia  de  la  Rue,  heiress  of  M. 
De  Beaumarchais,  in  relation  to  her  claim  for 
repayment  of  moneys  advanced  by  her  late  father 
for  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Taylor  expressed  a  hope  that  the  memo- 
rial would  receive  the  earl^  attention  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Tucker,  of  Virginia,  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee to  whom  was  referred  the  papers  in  relation 
to  this  claim,  after  some  observations  on  its  im- 
portance, gave  notice  that  he  should,  on  Tuesday 
next,  call  up  the  consideration  of  the  committee'i 
report  on  the  subject. 

LNDIAN  RESERVATION. 

The  resolution,  ofTered  yesterday  by  Mr.MooHE, 
of  Alabama,  calling  for  certain  information  from 
the  War  Department,  in  relation  to  an  Indian  res- 
ervation, was  taken  up.  Mr.  M.  said  it  was 
doubtless  expected  of  him  to  assign  some  reasons 
for  the  call  on  the  War  Department  for  the  infor- 
mation sought  by  the  resolution,  which  he  should 
endeavor  to  give  in  as  concise  a  manner  as  possi- 
ble. It  will  be  recollected,  said  he,  that,  some 
time  since,  a  petition  of  the  said  George  Harlin, 
alluded  to  in  the  resolution,  was  presented,  setting 
forth  that  he  held,  by  virtue  of  the  treaty  alluded 
to,  a  reservation  of  640  acres  of  land  ;  that,  in  the 
location  of  this  reservation,  for  the  want  of  better 
knowledge  of  the  geography  of  the  country,  he 
committed  an  error  in  its  location,  and  did  not 
cover  the  land  he  designed,  and  asked  the  liberty 
of  changing  its  location  to  a  more  favorite  and 
valuable  tract.  A  bill,  embracing  the  prayer  of 
his  petition,  has  been  reported,  and  is  now  on  file. 
Since  it  was  so  reported,  I  have  received  several 
communications  from  gentlemen  of  the  first  stand- 
ing and  respectability  in  the  county  and  neigh- 
borhood where  this  reservation  is  situated,  remon- 
strating, in  the  strongest  terms,  against  the  pro- 
priety of  the  passage  of  this  bill,  stating,  among 
other  objections,  that  the  tract  of  land  which  the 
petitioner  wishes  to  obtain  has  been  made  more 
valuable  by  means  of  the  labor  and  improvements 
placed  upon  it  by  unfortunate  settlers,  and  the 
high  state  of  cultivation  it  has  been  put  in,  to- 
gether with  the  accidental  circumstance  of  the 
establishment  of  the  seat  of  justice  for  the  county 
immediately  on  its  borders.  It  is  also  intimated, 
sir,  that  this  idea  of  a  mistake  and  wish  to  change 
the  location  has  originated  in  speculative  motives. 

Now,  sir,  that  we  may  have  all  the  light  and 
information  of  which  the  subject  is  susceptible, 
and  act  understandingly,  and  be  enabled  to  do 
justice  to  the  present  occupants,  who,  1  have  no 
hesitation  m  saying,  are  more  entitled  to  our  sym- 
pathies than  an  Indian,  I  have  proposed  the  reso- 
lution calling  upon  the  proper  department  for  all 
the  information  in  relation  to  the  transaction,  and 
hope,  sir,  it  will  be  acceptable  to  the  House  to 
adopt  it.     The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 
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Addiess  of  N.  Edwardt. — Fortification  BUI. 


April,  1S24. 


ADDRESS  OF  MMAN  EDWARDS. 

Mr.  FoRsvTH  sabruitted  the  following  resolu- 
tioB  i'or  adoptiOD  by  the  House  : 

Resnlred,  That  the  President  be  officially  informed 
that  this  House  has  ordered  an  invet>tigation  of  the 
memurial  presentt-d  to  this  House  on  the  16th  instant, 
by  N.  Edwards,  lately  appointed  Minister  to  Mexico  ; 
that  Uie  said  N.  Edwards  may  he  instructed  not  to 
leave  the  United  States  before  that  investigation  has 
taken  place. 

The  question  of  consideration  of  this  motion 
being  called  for,  (a  previous,  but  not  usual  ques- 
tion,) was  taken;  and  there  were:  for  consid- 
ering the  motion  Gl  ;  against  considering  it  84. 

So  the  House  refused  lurw  to  consider  the  prop- 
osition. 

Mr.  MooRE,  of  Alabama,  then  rose,  and  said 
that,  connected  with  the  subject,  he  would  take 
occasion  to  say,  that  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
(Mr.  Floyd)  was  absent  from  the  House  this 
morning  when  that  part  of  the  Journal  was  read 
which  announces  the  names  of  the  persons  ap- 
pointed on  the  committee  to  consider  the  memo- 
rial of  Mr.  Edwards.  As  he  believed  that,  from 
considerations  of  delicacy,  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  would  not  wish  to  be  a  member  of  the 
commiitee,  Mr.  M.  look  this  mode  of  apprizing 
him  of  the  fact,  that  he  might  have  an  opportu- 
nity of  asking  to  be  excused  from  serving  upon  it. 

Mr.  Floyd  rose,  and  requested  the  gentleman 
from  Alabama,  if  his  allusion  was  to  him,  to  re- 
peat his  statement.  Mr.  M.  accordingly,  in  sub- 
sunce,  repeated  his  statement. 

Mr.  Floyd  then  said  that,  in  a  case  of  delicacy 
concerning  him,  (.Mr.  J**.,)  he  had  hoped  that  the 
gentleman  from  Alabama  was  the  last  man  in 
this  nation  to  undertake  to  make  suggestions,  and 
he  did  not  think  his  doing  so  showed  any  delicacy 
on  his  (Mr.  M.'s)  part.  I  am,  said  Mr.  F.,  the 
sufficient  judge  of  my  conduct  in  such  a  case. 
Perhaps  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  may  be 
acquainted  with  some  circumstances  of  the  A.  13. 
Plot,  so  called  in  the  discussion  last  Winter,  and 
subsequently.  If  I  know  any  thing  of  mystlf, 
however,  I  am  capable  of  doing  justice  to  every 
individual  in  this  nation,  whose  conduct  may  be 
presented  to  me,  in  my  official  capacity,  for  ex- 
amination. When  a  specific  charge  is  made 
against  a  public  officer,  after  the  friends  of  that 
officer,  and  myself  by  name,  have  been  called 
upon,  through  that  paper  which  is  the  channel  of 
every  thing  but  truth,  to  propose  an  investigation, 
I  thought  it  became  peculiarly  my  duly  to  inves- 
tigate the  charge.  What  I  think  of  the  accuser 
in  private  life  is  for  me  to  consider,  and  does  not 
touch  my  public  duty.  Mr.  F.  here  alluded  to  a 
friend  of  the  gentleman  from  Alabama,  (as  we 
understood  him.)  who  had  for  several  successive 
sessions  called  upon  this  House  for  the  impeach- 
ment of  a  judge,  whom,  it  seemed,  he  had  pre- 
viously attempted  to  bribe,  &c. ;  and  here,  he  said, 
were  charges  one,  two,  and  three,  asserting  cer- 
tain accusations  against  the  Secretary,  and  call- 1 
ing  for  an  invesiigalion.  This,  surely,  was  suffi-  I 
cient  reason  fot  an  investigation  being  jiressed  by  I 
those  thus  called  upon.     The  devil  himself  might  I 


prefer  charges  here — it  would  not  change  our 
opinion  of  that  personage — but  it  would  surely  be 
a  particular  reason  for  an  investigation  by  those 
who  are  implicated.  So  far  as  the  gentleman 
from  Alabama  is  concerned,  said  Mr.  F.,  perhaps 
there  may  be  other  reasons  for  consulting  motives 
of  delicacy.  When  I  do  want  suggestions  of  that 
sort,  I  should  think  very  dilTerently  of  myself  from 
what  I  have  been  accustomed  to  do,  were  1  to  be 
obliged  to  go  to  him  for  them. 

The  Speaker  said  there  was  no  question  before 
the  House,  and  the  suggestion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Alabama  having  been  made  and  answered, 
the  conversation  must  drop. 

Mr.  Moore  then  rose,  and  moved  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  should  be  excused  from 
serving  on  the  committee. 

The  question  of  consideration  being  called  on 
this  motion,  the  mover  withdrew  it. 

Mr.  MooRE  then  asked  to  make  a  remark  in  re- 
ply to  Mr.  F'loyd;  but  the  Speaker  declared  it 
to  be  out  of  order.  Mr.  Moohe  wished  to  know 
if  It  would  be  in  order  to  ask  leave  of  the  House 
to  speak  in  reply  ?     The  Speaker  thought  not. 

Mr.  Moore  then  renewed  his  motion,  in  the 
following  words,  with  a  view  in  this  way  to  have 
an  opportunity  of  addressing  the  House. 

Resolved,  Thul  Johjt  Flotd,  a  member  of  this 
House,  be  rxcused  from  serving  on  the  committee  ap- 
pointed yesterday,  on  the  subject  of  the  memorial  of 
Ninian  Edwards. 

The  question  being  taken  on  considering  this 
motion,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative,  almost 
unanimously  ;  and  so  this  matter  ended. 

FORTIFICATION  BILL. 

The  amendments  yesterday  reported  by  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  making  ap- 
propriations for  erecting  fortifications  were  read. 

The  House  agreed  to  the  several  amendments, 
with  the  exception  of  that  which  substituted  some 
other  words  for  the  term  reconnoisance. 

Mr.  Cocke  moved  to  strike  out  the  appropria- 
tion of  $50,000  for  a  fortification  on  ^ar^agan- 
sett  bay.  He  objected  to  the  general  policy  of 
erecting  insulated  fortifications  for  the  defence  of 
single  towns.  He  thought  that  the  strength  of  the 
Government  ought  to  be  devoted  to  securing  two 
or  three  great  points,  such  as  New  York,  the  Ches- 
apeake, and  the  Mississippi;  and  he  called  upon 
the  chairman  of  the  Military  Committee  for  in- 
formation on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Hamilton  replied,  and  went  into  an  illus- 
tration, at  some  length,  of  the  present  system  of 
exterior  defence  to  which  the  bill  had  reference. 

Mr.  DuRFEE,  of  Rhode  Island,  succeeded,  and 
replied  to  the  objections  of  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  supporting  his  observations  by  extracts 
from  the  reports  of  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Navy,  stating  the  importance  of  Narragansett 
bay  as  a  rendezvous  for  the  Navy.  He  contended 
that  its  fortification  was  a  national,  and  not  a 
merely  local  object.  He  showed  its  value  to  an 
enemy,  and  quoted  authorities  to  show  that  the 
British  were  well  aware  of  the  importance  of 
this  point  on  our  coast. 
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FartificatioH  Bill. 


H.  OP  R. 


Mr.  CocKE  replied.  His  observations,  he  said, 
bad  not  had  any  exclusive  reference  to  this  point, 
but  to  the  general  system  on  which  the  Govern- 
ment seemed  to  be  acting,  but  which  had  never 
been  submitted  to,  or  affirmed  by,  the  judgment 
of  this  House.  He  should  oppose  the  appropria- 
tion till  that  system  had  been  fully  explained,  and 
the  House  had  had  an  opportunity  to  approve  or 
condemn  it. 

Mr.  DuRPEE  rejoined,  and  further  referred  to 
documents  in  support  of  the  expediency  of  the 
appropriation. 

Mr.  Stewart  opposed  the  appropriation  for 
this  fort,  on  account  of  the  time  and  tlie  manner 
in  which  it  was  asked  for.  He  would  vote  to 
complete  such  works  as  are  begun,  but  for  no  new 
works,  until  the  whole  system  is  exhibited,  and 
Congress  can  determine  how  far  it  is  proper  to  go 
in  its  adoption.  He  advocated  at  large,  as  a  pref- 
erable system  of  defence,  the  adoption  of  canals 
along  the  seaboard,  and  wished  that  both  these 
systems  should  be  submitted  to  Congress.  He 
also  referred  to  the  large  contributions  of  the 
Western  States  for  the  defence  of  the  seaboard. 

Mr.  Farrelly,  in  reply,  advocated  the  propri- 
ety of  the  present  fortification,  and  of  forts  in 
general,  as  a  suitable  support  to  the  exertions  of 
militia  for  the  defence  of  the  country,  and  referred 
to  the  history  of  the  late  war  for  confirmation  of 
the  correctness  of  his  position. 

Mr.  Bartlett  rose  in  reply  to  Mr.  Stewart, 
and  condemned  the  strain  of  some  of  his  remarks, 
as  referring  exclusively  to  the  interests  of  the 
West.  He  noticed  th^  objections  made  to  the  ap- 
propriation, which,  he  contended,  did  not  apply  to 
It.  The  present  fort  might  be  erected  without 
pledging  the  country  to  any  general  extension  of 
the  system  of  defence,  by  means  of  fortifications. 
He  dwelt  on  the  importance  of  this  point  as  one 
nece.ssary  to  be  defended. 

Mr.  McArtuur  wished  for  further  information 
as  to  the  total  cost  of  the  fortifications  contem- 
plated for  protecting  Narragansett  bay. 

Mr.  McLane  replied,  and  gave  a  general  ac- 
count of  the  contemplated  system  of  defence.  He 
went  into  an  extended  exposition  of  the  impor- 
tance and  necessity  of  the  fortification  now  asked 
for ;  he  stated  the  capacity  of  the  country  gener- 
ally to  sustain  the  expenses  of  defending  itself; 
and  on  this  part  of  the  subject,  declared  that,  ac- 
cording to  the  present  prospect  of  its  finances,  the 
national  debt  will  be  extinguished  by  the  year  1332, 
even  allowing  for  any  diminution  occasioned  for 
a  time  by  the  proposed  tariff. 

Mr.  Wood,  of  New  York,  supported  the  appro- 
priation in  a  short  speech. 

Mr.  Tracy  was  opposed  to  the  measure,  which 
he  did  not  think  warranted  by  the  finances  of  the 
country.  He  was  of  opinion  that  we  are  going 
too  far  and  too  fast  in  these  appropriations. 

Mr.  Fuller  replied  to  the  gentleman  last  up, 
com  bat  ted  the  several  objections  which  had  been 
advanced,  and  contended  that  this  was  a  proper 
time  to  commence  the  fortifications  in  Rhode 
Island. 

Mr.  DuRFEE  corrected  what  he  considered  to  be 


a  misstatement  of  Mr.  Tracy,  on  the  expenses  of 
the  general  system. 

Mr.  Ross,  intending  to  rote  against  the  appro- 
priation, stated  the  views  that  would  govern  him, 
and  he  adverted  to  the  misapplication  of  part  of 
the  moneys  heretofore  appropriated  for  fortifica- 
tions of  importance  superior  to  that  now  in  ques- 
tion, d:c. 

'Mr.  Tracy  explained,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Durfeb, 
and  further  insisted  on  the  views  he  had  formerly 
expressed. 

Mr.  Cobb  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Cocke  now  modified  his  amendment,  so  as 
to  strike  out,  also,  the  appropriation  for  a  fort  on 
New  Utrecht  Point,  in  the  harbor  of  New  York. 

Mr.  Wood,  of  New  York,  opposed  the  motion, 
and  adverted  to  the  experience  of  the  war  of  the 
Revolution,  as  showing  the  necessity  of  such  a 
fortification.  He  insisted  that  it  was  sound  econ- 
omy to  put  up  these  forts ;  great  interests  were 
jeopardized  by  admitting  the  erection  of  these  de- 
fences, and  double  expense  incurred  for  an  ineffi- 
cient defence  by  militia. 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  in  a  short  speech, 
advocated  the  striking  out. 

Mr.  Sharpe  replied.  He  thought  these  forts 
could  not  be  commenced  a  day  too  soon.  If  New 
York  and  Rhode  Island  were  not  thought  worth 
protecting,  he  should  vote  against  the  whole  bill. 
On  the  requisition  of  Mr.  S.  the  question  was  di- 
vided, and  being  first  on  striking  out  the  appro- 
priation for  Narragansett  bay — 

Mr.  Trimble  said  he  had  no  objection  to  these 
appropriations,  provided  the  whole  amount  grant- 
ed this  year  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  fortifica- 
tions, did  not  exceed  $500,000.  The  haste  with 
which  the  system  had  heretofore  been  pursued  had 
brought  the  nation  to  loans,  and  to  postponing  the 
payment  of  the  public  creditors.  He  thought  that 
it  would  be  sufficient  for  the  present  year  to  buy 
the  land  for  these  forts. 

Mr.  Wood  replied,  and  dwelt  on  the  necessity 
for  fortifications.  In  the  late  war,  the  nation  had 
paid  three  hundred  and  twenty-six  thousand  mi- 
litia, besides  her  re°;ulars.  W^ith  sufficient  forts, 
twenty-six  thousand  would  have  done  as  much. 
Money  applied  wisely  in  defence,  was  the  best 
means  of  preventing  the  augmentation  of  the  pub- 
lic debt. 

Mr.  Allen,  of  Massachusetts,  was  opposed  to 
the  appropriation.  He  discussed  the  merits  of  the 
general  system  devised  for  fortifications,  which 
he  thought  was  going  beyond  the  resources  of  the 
country. 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  again  rose,  and  re- 
plied to  the  objections  urged  in  various  parts  of 
the  House,  and  made  a  variety  of  explanations  on 
the  subject  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Trimble  said  a  few  words  in  reply  to  Mr. 
Wood,  on  the  expenses  of  the  last  war,  as  arising 
not  from  the  want  of  forts,  dec,  but  of  sufficient 
roads,  and  other  conveniences  for  the  movement 
of  troops. 

Mr.  Ha.milton  advocated  the  appropriation, 
and  went  at  large  into  a  defence  of  the  system  of 
permanent  fortifications,  of  which  this  was  a  part. 
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Mr.  Cobb  remarked  on  the  present  state  of  the 
national  funds,  and  contended  that  the  balance  now 
in  the  Treasury  was  almost  all  liable  to  be  drawn 
out  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Smking  Fund, 
to  comply  with  the  national  engagements. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  striking  out 
the  appropriation  for  the  fort  at  Narragansei  Bay, 
and  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  62,  nays  120, 
as  follows: 

Y«A9 — Me««rs.  Abbot,  Bartley,  Beecher,  Blair, 
Brown,  Buchanan,  Buck,  Buckner,  Campbell  of  Ohio, 
Gary.  Cobb,  Cocke,  Conner,  Culpeper.  Day,  EdwariiR 
of  North  Carolina,  Findlay,  Floyd,  Foot  of  Connecti- 
cut, Oaday,  Giat,  Henry,  Johnbon  of  Virginia,  F. 
Johnson,  Kremer,  Leftwich,  Letcher.  Long.  McAr- 
thor,  McCoy,  McKean,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Mallack, 
Mataon,  Metcalfe,  Mitchell  of  PennBylvania,  Moore  of 
Kentucky,  Patterson  of  PennsyUania,  Patterson  of 
Ohio,  Plumer  of  Pennsylvania,  Prince,  Ross,  Saun- 
ders, Sandford,  Slnane,  Spaight,  8tan<lefer,  8lew.irt, 
Test,  Thompson  of  Georgia.  Tracy,  Vance  of  North 
Carolina,  Vance  of  Ohio,  Warfield,  Whittlesey,  While, 
Wickhffe,  Williams  of  Virginia,  Williams  of  North 
Carolina,  Wilson  of  South  Carolina,  Wilson  of  Ohio, 
and  Wright. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Al- 
len Ot  Massachusetts,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Allison, 
Archer,  Baylies.  Barber  of  Connecticut,  P.  P.  Bar- 
bour, Bartlett,  Bassett,  Bradley,  Breck,  Burton,  Cady. 
Cambreleng,  Carter,  Cassedy,  Clark,  Collins,  Condict, 
Cook,  Crafts,  Craig,  Crowninshield,  Cushman,  Cuih- 
bert,  Durfee,  Dwight,  Eaton,  Eddy,  Ellis,  Farrelly, 
Foote  of  New  York,  Forsyth,  Frost,  Fuller,  Garnett, 
Gatlin,  Gurley,  Hamilton,  Harris,  Harvey,  Hayden, 
Hayward,  Hemphill,  Herrick,  Herkimer.  Hubart,  Hoge- 
boc«n,  Hooks,  Houston,  Isacks,  J.  T.  Johnson,  Kent, 
Kidder,  Latlirop,  i^awrence,  Lee,  Lincoln,  Litcbiield, 
Little,  Livermore,  Livingston,  Locke,  Longfellow,  Mc- 
Duffic,  McKee,  McKim,  McLane  of  Delaware,  Man- 
gum,  Mallary,  MartinJale,  Marvin,  Mercer,  Mitchell  of 
Maryland,  Moore  of  Alabama,  Morgan,  Neale,  Nel- 
son, Newton,  O'Brien,  Owen,  Plumer  of  New  Hamp- 
ahire,  Poinsett,  Rankin,  Richards,  Rives,  Scott,  Sharpe, 
Sibley,  Arthur  Smith,  Alex'r  Smyth,  William  Smith, 
Spence,  Sterling,  A.  Stevenson,  Stoddard,  Strong, 
Swan,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Thompson  of  Kentucky, 
Tod,  Tomlinson,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker 
of  South  Carolina,  Tyson,  Udree,  Van  Rensselaer, 
Van  Wyck,  Vinton.  Wayne,  Whipple,  Whitman, 
William^  of  New  York,  Henry  Wilson,  Wood,  and 
Woods. 

Mr.  Cocke  then  withdrew  the  residue  of  his 
araendtiient,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 


Wednesday,  April  21. 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Archibald  Clarke ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  McLane,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  en- 
titled "An  act  to  provide  for  the  sale  of  the  ware- 
house at  the  quarantine  ground,  near  the  English 
Turn,  in  the  Slate  of  Louisiana,  and  for  the  erec- 


tion of  a  dwelling-house  at  the  Balize,  in  said 
State,  for  the  use  of  the  boarding  oflBcer  at  that 
place  ;  and  for  other  purposes,"  reported  the  same 
without  amendment,  and  it  was  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  McLane,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  en- 
titled "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Elijah  Van  Syckel, 
of  Philadelphia,"  reported  ihesaine  without  amend- 
ment, and  It  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  of  this 
House,  for  the  relief  of  the  same  individual. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Thaddeus  Mayhew,"  reported  the  same 
with  an  amendment;  and  the  bill  was  committed 
lo  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  following  bills  from  the  Senate,  viz  :  "A 
bill  in  addition  to  the  acts  relative  to  the  election 
of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States ;"  also,  a  bill  "  for  the  relief  of  William 
Duane,"  were  twice  read  and  referred. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  a  bill  frotn 
this  House  concerning  invalid  pensioners,  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  (ayes  69,  noes  54,)  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

Mr.  Crowninshield  moved  to  take  up  the  bill 
from  the  Senate,  authorizing  the  building  of  aa 
additional  number  of  sloops  of  war.  The  ques- 
tion being  taken,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative, 
ayes  60,  noes  71.     The  Committee  then  rose. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rankin,  the  House  then 
went  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill 
"supplementary  to  an  act  providing  for  the  cor- 
rection of  errors  in  the  entry  of  lands  at  the  land 
offices." 

The  bill  was  read.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Rankin, 
it  was  slightly  amended  in  the  1st  section. 

The  question  being  on  rising  and  reporting  the 
bill,  a  debate  arose,  in  which  Messrs.  Rankin,  of 
Mississippi,  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  Cook,  of  Illinois, 
McCoy,  McLean,  of  Ohio,  Sandford,  of  Ten- 
nessee, Conway,  of  Arkansas,  and  Henry,  of 
Kentucky,  took  part. 

Several  farther  amendments  proposed  to  the 
bill  were  rejected,  and  the  bill  was  reported  to  the 
House. 

Mr.  Whittlesey,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Captain 
Thomas  Slaniford,"  reported  the  same  with  an 
amendment,  and  the  bill  was  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  ihe  Whole. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, who  were  instructed  on  the  I2ih  instant, 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  modifying  or 
amending  the  act  for  enrolling  and  licensing  ships 
or  vessels  to  be  employed  in  the  coasting  trade 
or  fisheries,  and  regulate  the  same,  so  as  to  exempt 
all  vessels  and  boats  employed  in  navigating  the 
canals  in  the  State  of  New  York,  from  the  neces- 
sity of  being  enrolled  or  licensed,  and  from  the 
payment  of  tonnage  dunes,  reported,  that  it  is  in- 
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expedient  so  to  modify  or  amend  the  ?aid  acts; 
which  report  was  read  and  concurred  in  by  the 
House. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  same  committee,  re* 
ported  a  bill  to  allow  the  bounty  to  ves.sels  em- 
ployed in  the  cod  fisheries,  in  certain  cases  ;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Long,  the  Committee  of 
W^ays  and  Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  so  amending  the  act  of  the  pre- 
sent session,  authorizing  the  executors  of  John  B. 
Mebane  to  collect  certain  arrears  of  tax,  as  to 
authorize  the  said  executors  to  collect  arrears  of 
internal  duties. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  of  this  House, 
entitled  "An  act  concerning  the  invalid  pension- 
ers," with  an  amendment.  They  have  also  pas.sed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  the  acts  re- 
lative to  the  election  of  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States;"  and  a  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Colonel  William  Duane ;" 
and  a  joint  reM)lution  fixing  the  time  for  an  ad- 
journment of  Congress  ;  in  which  amendments, 
two  bills  last  mentioned  and  resolution,  the  Sen- 
ate ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
to  alter  the  times  of  holding  the  District  Court 
in  the  District  of  Mis.souri,"  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report  of 
the  President  of  the  Washington  Canal  Company, 
of  their  receipts  and  expenditures,  during  the  last 
year,  made  in  obedience  to  the  requisitions  of  their 
charter ;  which  was  referred  lo  the  Commiliee 
for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  LoNO,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  that  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  be  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  amending  the 
act  for  the  relief  of  John  B.  Mebane,  as  to  include 
in  its  provisions,  internal  duties  as  well  as  direct 
taxes,  to  be  collected  by  his  executors. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  resolution  yesterday  offered  by  Mr.  Long, 
on  the  subject  of  post  routes,  was  taken  up.  He 
explained  the  object  of  the  resolution,  which  was 
opposed  by  Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  in  a  few 
remarks. 

Mr.  Long  then  modified  his  resolution  by  omit- 
ting all  but  the  following: 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Postmaster  General  be  directed 
to  lay  before  this  House  a  statement  of  the  amount 
that  would  be  saved  by  discontinuing  certain  unpro- 
ductive routes,  as  proposed  by  the  bill  reported  by  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  ;  like- 
wise the  amount  that  might  be  saved  by  having  one 
mail  instead  of  two,  on  all  routes  where  there  are  now 
two  mails  a  week." 

Mr.CocKEand  Mr. Reed  opposed  the  resolution, 
and,  at  the  motion  of  Mr.  McCoy,  it  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

ADDRESS  OF  NINIAN  EDWARDS. 

Mr.  McDuFFiE  offered  the  following  : 
"  Resolved,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  be  directed 
to  furnish  the  President  of  the  United  States  with  a 
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copy  of  the  memorial  of  Niniac  Edwards,  recently 
presented  to  the  House,  containing  certain  charges 
against  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury." 

Mr.  McDcFriE  said,  that  he  regretted  that  the 
subject  had  been  presented  to  the  House  at  all ; 
but,  since  it  had,  he  thought  the  facts  should  be 
submitted  to  the  President  of  the  United  State*, 
that  he  might  take  such  course  as  he  may  deem 
proper  in  this  matter,  it  being  a  dispute  between 
his  own  officers. 

Mr.  Saunders  accorded  in  the  propriety  of  the 
resolution,  and  suggested  an  amendment,  that  the 
President  be  informed  of  the  organization  of  a 
committee,  by  this  House,  to  investigate  the  case. 
This  course,  he  said,  would  not  surprise  the  Pre- 
sident. If  the  President  should  choose  to  recall  Mr. 
Edwards,  he  would  have  it  in  his  power  to  do  so. 
He  might  be  permitted  to  say,  that  the  course  of 
Mr.  Edwards  was  not  the  same  as  that  pursued 
towards  Mr.  Hamilton,  then  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  in  1794,  Mr.  Giles  called  for  informa- 
tion, aod  boldly  offered  and  supported  his  motion, 
and  did  not^throw  charges  into  the  House,  and 
leave  »hem  to  pursue  them  if  they  could.  The 
5ame  course  ought  to  have  been  pursued  by  Mr. 
Edwards  in  this  case,  instead  of  which  he  has  de- 
parted hence  on  his  way  to  a  foreign  station,  and 
thrown  his  charges  back  upon  those  he  has  left 
behind. 

Mr.  Webster  said,  he  hoped  he  might  be  ex- 
cused for  making  a  single  remark,  without  goin 
farther.  It  was  obvious  that  the  committee,  whic 
had  been  appointed,  had  no  time  to  make  any 
progress  in  investigating  the  charges  of  Mr.  Ed- 
wards, at  this  session.  He  hoped  the  House  had 
confidence  enough  in  the  committee  to  a^ree  to 
the  motion  he  should  now  make,  which  was,  to 
defer  acting  upon  this  motion  until  to-morrow 
mornintr-  With  this  view,  Mr.  W.  moved  that 
the  motion  lie  on  the  table. 

This  course  was  agreed  to,  without  a  division. 

FORTIFICATIOxN  BILL. 

The  engrossed  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  fortifications  of  the  United  States,  was  read  a 
third  time. 

Mr.  Cobb  moved  that  the  bill  be  recommitted 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  with  in- 
structions 5»o  to  amend  it,  as  to  reduce  the  total 
sum  appropriated  for  the  present  year  to  ^400,000  ; 
and  supported  the  motion  by  a  speech,  in  which 
he  insisted  that  the  system  of  defence,  to  which 
this  bill  has  reference,  had  never  been  adopted  by 
the  Government  of  the  United  States.  It  might 
have  been  de«ired  by  one  of  the  Departments,  but 
had  received  no  sanction  from  Congress.  He 
wished  to  have  the  whole  system  spread  out  be- 
fore the  House,  and  to  know  its  form  and  extent. 
He  at  present  knew  little  or  nothing  about  it — and 
he  should  oppose  all  appropriations,  at  least  for 
new  works,  until  Congress  had  opportunity  to 
investigate  and  decide  upon  the  eligibility  of  the 
general  plan. 

Mr.  Little  moved  to  amend    the  motion  by 
striking  out  400,000  and  inserting  500,000. 

Mr.  CoBB  spoke  in  explanation. 
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Mr.  Little  replied,  and  advocated  the  propri- 
ety and  necessity  of  permanent  works  of  defence. 
During  the  late  war,  more  money  had  been  ex- 
pended in  temporary  works,  now  useless,  than  all 
that  had  tince  been  appropriated  to  the  erection  of 
the  large  and  valuable  works  that  have  been  erect- 
ed. He  thought,  in  the  present  stale  of  the  Trea 
sury,  it  was  perfectly  proper  to  proceed  with  the 
system  of  defence  which  had  been  commenced. 

Mr.  Tracy,  advocated  the  amendment,  and 
contended  that,  in  general,  !g500,000  was  as  much 
as  could  advantageously  be  applied  to  this  object, 
within  a  year.  He  replied  to  the  argument  of  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland,  drawn  from  the  last 
war,  which,  he  insisted,  would  go  to  show  the 
propriety  of  a  great  standing  Army,  and  an  im- 
mense Navy.  This  branch  of  expenditure  should 
be  restricted,  as  well  as  other  branches.  If  so  large 
a  sum  was  indispensable  for  Fort  Jackson,  and  the 
fortification  at  Mobile  Point,  let  it  be  taken  from 
other  parts  of  the  plan.  If  these  sums  were  granted 
now,  more  would    probably    be   asked  for    next 


year, 


&c. 


Mr.  Owen  spoke  in  reply — and  contended  that 
it  was  bad  economy  to  grant  the  sums  necessary 
for  completing  these  works,  in  such  small  parts 
at  a  time,  as  to  delay  their  completion,  and  expose 
what  was  already  done  to  loss  and  injury,  by 
standing  still,  and  going  to  partial  decay,  dec. 

Mr.  Stewart  was  in  favor  of  the  amendment. 
Granting  $500,000  would  be  proceedmg  as  we 
hare  heretofore  done,  gradually  increasing  the 
sums  appropriated.  If  more  was  given,  it  would 
possibly  lead  to  a  wasteful  expenditure.  The  best 
preparation  for  war  was,  to  preserve  the  credit  of 
the  country,  and  reduce  its  debt. 

Mr.  Mercer  went  into  a  recapitulation  of  what 
had  been  done  by  Government  in  relation  to  the 
plan  of  general  defence.  Congress  had  formerly 
thought  an  annual  appropriation  of  §900,000  ex- 
pedient. He  thought  the  amount  should  approach 
that  sum  still  as  far  as  the  state  of  the  country 
and  of  the  Treasury  would  allow.  He  referred  to 
an  attempt,  once  made,  to  reduce  the  standing 
army  to  two  thousand  men.  General  Washing- 
ton had  suggested,  as  an  amendment  to  this 
plan,  a  proviso  that  the  enemy  should  never  in- 
rade  the  country  with  more  than  two  thousand 
men.  He  thought  a  similar  proviso  ought  now  to 
be  inserted:  that  no  nation  should  declare  war 
igainst  the  United  Slates  within  twenty  years; 
the  period  some  gentlemen  proposed  for  comple- 
ting the  defences  of  the  country.  Mr.  M.  ad- 
Terled  to  the  experience  of  the  last  war,  and 
stated  what  had  happened  at  Norfolk.  He  con- 
cluded that  the  interior  had  an  equal  interest  with 
all  other  parts  of  the  country  in  the  defence  of 
the  coast,  as  going  to  render  Jess  necessary  the 
services  of  the  militia,  dec. 

Mr.  Little  withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  Tracy  renewed  it,  and  Mr.  Cobb  accepted 
it  as  a  modification. 

Mr.  Co.NDicT  moved  to  amend  the  motion  by 
striking  out  the  clause  for  instructing  the  com- 
mittee, and  leaving  the  question  simply  on  a  mo- 
tion for  recommitment. 


Mr.  Cobb  objected  to  this  amendment. 

Mr.  McLane  opposed  the  recommitment,  and 
staled  that  there  never  had  been  any  settled  rule 
or  ratio  of  appropriation  for  fortifications  deter- 
mined by  the  practice  of  the  House,  but  the  sums 
voted  had  always  been  governed  by  the  exigency 
of  each  year.  He  went  into  a  history  of  the  sev- 
eral appropriations  which  had  been  made,  ex- 
plained the  necessity  of  the  present  appropriations, 
and  replied  to  some  of  the  objections  urged  against 
them. 

Mr.  Wood  opposed  the  notion  of  being  restrict- 
ed to  an  annual  sum  for  appropriations  for  this 
object.  The  object  of  expenditure  was  a  definite 
one,  but  how  much  should  be  given  in  each  year, 
must  depend  on  circumstances.  He  dwelt  on  the 
distress  on  the  coast  occasioned  by  the  approach 
of  an  enemy,  and  argued  that  this  was  the  chief 
danger  to  which  the  country  was  exposed  in  war. 
He  stated  the  condition  of  New  York  harbor,  and 
reprobated  the  idea  of  abandoning  the  new  work 
proposed  for  its  defence.  The  motion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia  aimed  at  an  abandonment 
of  the  system  of  defence  altogether. 

Mr.  Cobb  replied,  and  further  insisted  on  the 

? round  he  had  before  taken;  and  he  read  extracts 
roiu  documents  to  support  his  argument.  He 
did  not  understand,  and  could  not  discover,  what 
was  the  plan  on  which  we  were  now  proceeding. 
No  war  was  impending;  and  he  thought  that 
Congress  was  not  bound  to  adopt  every  magnifi- 
cent scheme  that  should  be  suggested  by  any  De- 
partment of  the  Government.  He  saw  no  limit 
to  the  expenditure;  for  he  did  not  know  where 
the  plan  stopped.  Every  extension  of  the  plan  of 
fortification,  neces>arily  involved  an  increase  of 
the  Army,  and  a  pro{>ortional  augmentation  of 
the  national  expenses.  There  was  another  bill 
on  the  table  for  arming  the  fortresses.  If  both 
should  pass,  the  appropriation  this  year,  for  forti- 
fications, would  exceed  $700,000.  Once  begun, 
the  works  must  be  gone  on  with  and  completed. 
He  was  not  opposed  to  all  systems  of  defence,  but 
wished  that  Congress  should  have  the  modifica- 
tion of  the  system. 

Mr.  Fuller  thought  that  the  riews  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia  should  have  led  to  a  differ- 
ent course.  He  was  surprised  he  would  attempt 
so  small  a  measure  as  the  cutting  off  SlOOiOOO 
from  an  appropriation  of  $600,000.  He  contend- 
ed that  the  system  had  been  laid  before  Congress 
in  a  series  of  reports,  and,  by  appropriations  there- 
on, Congress  had  given  it  so  much  .•sanction  as 
amounted  to  an  adoption  of  it.  He  insisted  that 
confidence  must  be  reposed  by  the  difierent  depart- 
ments of  the  Government  in  each  other,  and  by  a 
Congress  of  one  period  in  that  of  another.  He 
staled  the  caution  with  which  surveys  had  been 
made;  the  waste  and  los.^  which  would  ensue 
from  temporary  erections,  &c.  The  appropria- 
tions had  been  continued,  by  the  good  sense  of 
this  House,  from  year  to  year,  and  he  hoped  this 
would  not  be  the  period  at  which  they  were  to  be 
suspended. 

Mr.  McCoy  went  into  a  history  of  what  had 
already  been  done  by  Congress,  and  referred  to 
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the  useless  works  on  Dauphin  Island;  the  loans 
which  became  necessary  from  too  great  expendi- 
tures on  these  objects,  and  the  subsequent  reduc- 
tion of  the  public  expenditures,  &c. ;  and  be  called 
for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  motion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia. 

Mr.  DuRFEE  remonstrated,  at  some  length, 
against  the  House  retracting  what  it  had  yester- 
terday  deliberately  done.  He  insisted  on  the 
wisdom  of  measures  of  defence  even  in  an  eco- 
nomical view,  and  particularly  on  the  expediency 
of  the  measures  propo.si'd  by  the  bill.  I 

Mr.  McDlffie  declared  the  motion  now  offered 
to  be  the  same  which  the  House  had  yesterdaiy 
rejected  by  a  vote  of  nearly  two  to  one,  viz:  wlre- 
ther  the  new  works  at  New  York  and  Rhode  Isl- 
and shall  be  commenced  ?  He  trusted,  as  no  new 
argument  had  been  adduced  to-day,  no  new  result 
would  be  obtained. 

The  question  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Cobb  to  recommit  the  bill, 
&.C.,  as  follows  : 

Yka8— Messrs.  Allen  of  Massachusetts,  Beecher, 
Brown,  Buchanan,  Buck,  Buckner,  Campbell  of  Ohio, 
Cary,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Conner,  Culpeper,  Edwards  of 
North  Carolina,  Findlay,  Foot  of  Connt'Cticut,  For- 
syth, Gatlin,  Gazlay,  Hall,  Harrio,  Henry,  Hooks, 
Johnson  of  Virginia,  F.  Johnson,  Leftwich,  Letcher, 
Long,  .McArthur,  McCoy,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Markley 
Matlack,  Matson,  Metcalfe,  Moore  of  Kentucky,  Pat- 
terson of  Pennsylvania,  Patterson  of  Ohio,  Plumerof 
Pennsylvania,  Prince,  Rives,  Ross,  Sloane,  Arthur 
Smith,  Alexander  Smyth,  Spaight,  Standefer,  Test, 
Thompson  of  Georgia,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Vir- 
ginia, Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Vance  of  North 
Carolina,  Vance  of  Ohio,  Vinton,  Warfield,  Whittle- 
sey, White,  WicklifTe,  WiMiams  of  Virginia,  Wil- 
liams of  North  Carolina,  Wilnon  of  South  Carolina, 
and  Wright— 64. 

Nats — .Messrs.  Adams,  Allison,  Archer,  Baylies, 
P.  P.  Barbour,  Bartletl,  Bartley,  Bassett,  Breck,  Cady, 
Cambreleng,  Cassedy,  Clark,  Collins,  Condict,  Cook, 
Crafts,  Craig,  Cushman,  Durfee,  Dwight,  Eaton,  Eddy, 
Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Farrelly,  Foote  of  New 
York,  Fuller,  Garnett,  Gist,  Gurley.  Hiimilton,  Har- 
vey, Hayden,  Hayward,  Herrick,  Herkimer,  Hoge- 
boom,  Hulcombe,  Houston,  Isacks,  Jenkins,  Kent, 
Kidder,  Kremer,  Latbrop,  Lawrence.  Lee,  Lincoln, 
Litchfield,  Little,  Livingston,  Longfellow,  McDuffie, 
McKim,  McLane  of  Delaware,  Mangum,  Mariindale, 
Mercer,  Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania,  Mitchell  of  Md., 
Moore  of  Alabama.  Morgan.  Neale,  Nelson,  Newton, 
O'Brien,  Owen,  Plumer  of  New  Hampshire,  Poinsett, 
Rankin,  Reed,  Richards,  Rose,  Saunders,  Sandford, 
Scott,  Sharpe.  Sibley,  William  Smith,  S}>ence,  Ster- 
ling, A.  Stevenson,  J.  Stephenson,  Stoddard,  f^trong,  i 
Swan,  Taliaferro,  Tattnall,  Thompson  of  Kentucky, 
Tod,  Tomlinson,  Tyson,  Udree,Van  Rensselaer,  Van 
Wyck,  Wayne,  Webster.  Whipple,  Whitman,  Wil-  1 
liams  of  New  York,  Henry  Wilson,  Wood,  and  I 
Woods  — 103.  ,  j 

The  question  was  then  put,  Shall  the  bill  pass  ?  ■ 
It  parsed  in  the  affirmative. 

ADJOURNMENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

The  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate  fixing  a 
time  for  the  adjourniuent  of  Congress — I5th  May 
next — was  twice  read. 


Mr.  Ross  moved  to  refer  it  to  the  joint  commit- 
tee yesterday  appointed  on  the  part  of  this  House 
to  determine  on  what  business  shall  be  taken  up 
at  the  present  session,  and  at  what  time  the  two 
Houses  shall  adjourn. 

Mr.  Allen  opposed  the  commitment,  remarked 
at  some  length  on  the  evil  of  prolonged  sessions 
of  Congress,  and  adverted  to  the  early  adjourn- 
ment of  Congress  of  1816,  when  a  compensation 
was  substituted  for  a  per  diem  allowance,  and  the 
arduous  duties  which  that  Congress  had  never- 
theless accomplished,  dec. ;  and  he  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  question  of  commitment. 

Mr.  Wright  was  opposed  to  an  early  adjourn- 
ment, while  important  business  remained  undone, 
and  objected  to  a  decision  upon  the  resolution 
whilst  a  joint  committee,  appointed  to  consider  thd 
subject,  had  not  yet  reported,  &c. 

Mr.  McCoy  inquired  whether  it  was  in  order 
to  subject  a  resolution  from  the  other  House  to  a 
committee  consisting  in  part  of  members  of  the 
House  which  had  already  passed  upon  the  reso- 
lution. 

The  Chair  pronounced  it  to  be  in  order. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  commit- 
ment, and  decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

YiAS — .Messrs.  Allison,  Archer,  Bartley,  Beecher, 
Breck,  Brown.  Buchanan.  Burleigh,  Cady,  Campbell 
of  Ohio,  Cary,  Caasedy,  Condict,  Crafts,  Craig,  Dur- 
fee, Eddy,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Ellis,  Farrelly, 
Findlay,  Footc  of  New  York,  Froat,  Gatlin,  Gaxlay, 
Hall,  Harris,  Hayden,  Hayward,  Hemphill,  Henry, 
HoicomUe,  Jenkins,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  F.  Johnson, 
Kidder,  Kremer,  Lawrence,  Lincoln,  Little,  Livermore, 
Livingston,  McArthur,  McLean  of  Ohio.  Markley, 
Martindale,  .Matlack,  Matson,  Metcalfe,  Mitchell  of 
Pennsylvania,  Mitchell  of  Maryland,  Moore  of  Ken- 
tucky, Newton,  Patterson  of  Pennsylvania,  Patteraoa 
of  Ohio,  Plumer  of  Pennsylvania,  Prince,  Richards, 
Rose,  Ross,  Sandfurd,  Scott,  Sharpe,  Sloane,  Sterling, 
J.  Stephenson,  Stoddard,  Strong,  Swan,  Teat,  Tod, 
Tracy.  Trimble,  Tyson,  Udree,  Vance  of  North  Caro- 
lina, Vance  of  Oliio,  Van  Wyck.  Vinton,  Warfield, 
Whittlesey,  White,  Williams  of  North  Carolina,  Hen- 
ry Wilson,  Wood,  Woods,  and  Wright — 87. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Allen  of 
Massachusetts,  Baylies,  P.  P.  Barbour,  Bartlett,  Bas- 
sett.  Buck,  Buckner,  Cambreleng,  Carter,  Clark, 
Cocke,  Collins,  Conner,  Crowninshield,  Cashman, 
Day,  Dwight,  Eaton,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Foot 
of  Connecticut.  Fuller,  Gist,  Govan,  Gurley,  Hamilton, 
Harvey,  Hogeboom,  Hooks,  Houston,  Isacka,  Kant, 
Latbrop,  Lee,  Leftwich,  Letcher,  Jjitchficld,  Locke, 
J^ong,  Longfellow,  McCoy,  McDuffie,  McKean,  McKe«, 
McKim,  McLane  of  Delaware,  Mangum,  Mercer,  Moora 
of  Alabama,  Neale,  Nelson,  O'Brien,  Oweo,  Plumer 
of  New  Hampshire,  Poinsett,  Rankin,  Reed,  Rives, 
Saunders,  Sibley,  Arthur  Smith,  William  Smith, 
Spaight.  Spence,  Standefer,  A.  Stevenson,  Taliaferro, 
Tattnall,  Thompson  of  Georgia,  Tomlinson,  Tucker 
of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Van  Rensse- 
laer, Weltster,  Whipple,  Williams  of  Virginia,  and 
Wilson  of  South  Carolina — 77. 

So  the  resolution  from  the  Senate  was  referred 
to  the  joint  committee  yesterday  appointed  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Taylor. 

And  the  House  adjourned. 
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[r.  Kent,  from  ihe  Committee  on  the  District  ,  quince  pi  a  < 
Columbia,  reported  a  bill  from  the  Senate  1  he  object  i 
r   enclosing    the    burying   ground    of  Christ    ^^^.  »*  '"f^ 


Thursdat,  April  22 
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"  for   enclosing    ihe    burying   grou 
Church,  Washington    Parish,"  without  amend- 
ment; which  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

Mr.  Randolph  wished  to  move  to  reject  the 
bill ;  but,  in  this  stage  of  the  proceeding,  the  mo- 
tion was  not  in  order. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  building  of  i 
lighthouses,   light    vessels,    and    beacons,  therein 
mentioned,  and  for  other  purposes;   which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  i 
whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union.  I 

Mr.  Alexander,  of  Virginia, submitted  the  fol- 
lowing, which  lies  one  day  :  | 

"  Resolved,   That   the    President   be   requested    to  i 
cause  to  be  laid  before  this  House  the  proceedings  of  j 
a  court  martial  lately  held  at  Norfolk,  for  the  trial  of 
Lieutenant  Beverley  Kennon,  of  the   United  States 

Navy." 

The  amendments  made  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to  the  bill  "for  correcting  errors  in  enter- 
ing lands  at  the  land  offices,"  were  read  and 
agreed  to  by  the  House,  and  the  bill  wai^  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

ADDRESS  OF  NIMAN  EDWARDS. 

Mr.  Floyd,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  memorial  of  Ninian  Edwards,  vindi- 
cating himself  and  accusing  Mr.  Secretary  Craw- 
ford, pursuant  to  instructions  of  the  committee, 
communicated  the  following  minutes  of  its  pro- 
ceedings, viz : 

"The  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  a  commu- 
nication  from  Ninian  Edwards,  report  the  following 
minutes  of  their  proceedings  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives : 

Afkil  21,  1824. 

Present,  all  the  members  of  the  committee. 

Voted,  That  the  committee  ought  to  proceed  to  make 


form  of  a  motion  by  Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York, 


quence  oi  a  can  lor  me  ques 

"  had  in  view,  said  Mr.  F.,  was  the 
which  the  committee  seem  to  hare 
had  in  contemplation  in  their  report  of  this  morn- 
ing.    I  understand  this  to  be,  to  prevent  any  col- 
lision between  the  orders  of  the  Executive  branch 
of  the  Government  and  those  of  the  Legislative. 
I  understand  the  committee  to  have  determined 
on  calling  Mr.  Edwards  before  them  to  ascertain 
what  he  has  to  say  upon  this  subject,  in  addition 
to  what  he  has  slated   in   his  memorial.     As  a 
!  matter  of  courtesy,  that  being  the  case,  it  is  proper 
i  for  the  House  to  give  notice  of  the  fact  lo   the 
President  of  the  United  States,  that  the  individual 
I  in  question  might  not  seek  to  escape,  under  the 
plea  of  Executive  orders,  from  the  investigation 
j  which  he  has  himself  asked  of  this  House  lo  in- 
I  stitute.      The  object  of  my  motion  was  the  same 
j  with  that  now  before  the  House,  and  it  appears  to 
I  me  that  the  form  of  mine  was  more  proper  than 
!  the    form    of    that    which    has   been    submitted. 
What  interest   has   the  President   of  the  United 
States  in  knowing  what  are  the  votes  of  any  com- 
mittee of  this  House?     All  that  is  necessary  for 
him  to  know  is,  that  this  House  has  taken  up  the 
subject  for  investigation.      We  do  not  a^k  from 
him  any  thing  to  enable  us  to  exercise  our  right- 
ful power  in  this  matter,  and  our  motives  for  act- 
ing are  therefore  of  no  importance   to   the  due 
information  of  the  Executive.      The  simple  an- 
nunciation of  the  fact  is  sufficient.     Under  these 
impressions,  Mr.  F.  moved  to  strike  out  all  the 
above,  after  the  word  "Ordered,"  and  insert,  in 
lieu  thereof,  his  motion,  in  the  following  words: 

"  That  the  President  be  officially  informed  that  this 
House  has  ordered  an  investigation  of  the  memorial 
presented  to  this  House  on  the  19th  instant  by  Ninian 
EdwarJtf,  lately  appointed  Minister  to  Mexico;  that 
the  said  Ninian  Edwards  may  be  instructed  not  to 
leave  the  United  States  before  that  investigation  has 
taken  place." 

Mr.  Randolph,  of  Virginia,  said,  as  the  course 
pointed  out  by  the  committee  would  attain  all  the 
inquiry  into  the  matters  contained  in  the  said  memo-    objects  which  the  gentleman  from  Greorgia   had 
rial,  and  connected  therewith.  '  in  view,  he  did  not  see  why  the  change  should  be 

Voted,  That,  for  the  purpose  of  such  inquiry,  the  |  made.  If  the  gentleman  will  attend  to  the  terms 
attendance  of  the  said  Ninian  Edwards  upon  the  com-  !  of  the  proposition  before  the  House,  said  Mr.  R., 
mittee,  to  l»e  by  them  examined,  is  requisite;  and  that  he  will  see  that  there  is  nothing  in  it  which,  in 
his  attendance  be  accordingly  ordered.  the  smallest  degree,  compromits  the  proceedings 

Voted,  That  the  chairman  do  inform  the  House  of  of  this  body  ;  that  we  are  acting  by  our  own  in- 
the  foregoing  resolution*  of  the  committee;  and  inas-  herenl  power;  that  it  is  not  proposed  to  call  on 
much  as  it  is  suggested  that  the  said  Ninian  Edwards  the  Executive  Department,  though  a  co-ordinate 
is  about  to  leave  the  United  Stales  on  foreign  diplo-  branch  of  the  Government,  for  any  ancillary  aid. 
matic  service —  >  j  We  are  acting  by  our  own  virtue  and  power ;  but, 

Voted,  That  the  chairman  do  move  the  House  that  having  done  »o,  we  have  thought  it  proper  to  ad- 
information  of  said  communication,  of  the  votes  of  the    vise   the  Executive  branch  ot   the  Government, 


House  thereon,  and  of  the  foregoing  resolutions  of  the 
committee,  be  communicated  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States." 


that  he  might  take  such  order  on  the  matter,  in 
his  own  exclusive  sphere,  as  to  him  may  seem  fit 
and  proper.     And  what  more  can  we  do?    I  hope 


The  latter  proposition  having  been  put  into  the  '  the  amendment  will  not  be  adopted,  but  that  we 
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shall  decide  on  this  motion,  and  give  to  the  chair- 1  If  it  was  in  order,  he  should  move  that  the  resolu- 
man   an   opportunity  to  make  a   further  motion,  i  tion  lie  on  the  table, 
which   he   is   authorized    by    the    committee  to 
make. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  said,  it  was  true 
that,  on  a  former  occasion,  when  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia  presented  his  motion,  he  (Mr.  T.) 


The  motion  to  lay  the  subject  on  the  table  was 
decided  in  the  negative,  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  said,  the  objectioa 

be  had  to  the  matter  now  before  the  House,  would 

apply  as  well  to  the  resolution  of  the  gentlemaii 

did  call  for  the  question  of  consideration  upon  it.  I  from  Georgia,  as  to  the  recommendation  of  the 


The  reason  why  he  had  done  so,  was,  that  the 
subject  bad  just  been  referred  to  a  committee  with- 
out any  special  instruction.  The  first  question,  it 
was  apparent,  which  would  present  itself  to  that 
committee  would  be,  Does  the  memorial  contain 
sufficient  matter  to  ju.^^tify  proceeding  in  the  in- 
vestigation of  its  contents  ?  That  question  had 
cot  been,  in  any  manner,  decided,  when  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia  offered  his  motion.  It  was 
not  until  last  night  that  the  committee  came  to 
the  determination  that  it  was  proper  that  they 
should  proceed  in  their  inquiry.  This,  Mr.  T. 
said,  was  necessarily  a  previous  question  lo  be  de- 
termined. For,  if  the  committee  had  been  of 
opinion  that  the  subject  was  not,  for  any  reason, 
fit  to  be  inquired  into,  it  would  not  have  been 
proper  to  give  to  the  President  the  intimation  in 
question.  After  the  committee  had  decided  the 
preliminary  question,  the  next  step  was  to  require 
the  attendance  of  Mr.  Edwards.  The  House  will 
perceive  that  the  committee  propose  to  apply  to 
the  Executive  for  no  power,  but  to  notify  him  of 
the  decision  requiring  the  attendance  of  Mr.  Ed- 
wards, as  a  fit  regard  for  that  comity  and  respect 
which  is  due  from  this  House  to  a  co-ordinate 
branch  of  the  Government.  Mr.  T.  believed  that 
the  notification  of  both  these  decisions  of  the  com- 
mittee was  necessary,  for  the  purpose  of  apprizing 
the  President  of  the  reasons  ol  this  House  for 
requiring  the  attendance  of  an  individual  who 
was  known  to  be  absent  on  diplomatic  services, 

Mr.  Webster,  of  Massachusetts,  did  not  see 
that  any  difficulty  was  presented  by  this  question 
lo  the  House.  Here,  said  he,  is  a  communication 
referred  to  a  committee  of  this  House,  in  the  course 
of  investigating  which,  the  personal  attendance 
of  an  individual,  understood  to  have  been  recently 
despatched  on  a  foreign  service,  is  found  to  be  ne- 
€es.sary,  and  is  required.  All  that  the  committee 
Aim  at,  therefore,  is  to  inform  the  Executive  of  so 
much  as  to  show  that  business  before  us  requires 
the  personal  attendance  of  one  whom  he  has  des- 
patched, or  is  about  to  despatch  on  foreign  diplo- 
matic service.  This  is  all  that  is  proposed  by  the 
resolution  now  before  the  House. 

Mr.  Kremer, of  Pennsylvania,  rose,  and  observed 
that,  before  he  voted  on  this  question,  he  must 
know  whether  the  committee  can  wait  for  the  re- 
turn of  the  person  proposed  to  be  sent  for.  He 
knew  not,  for  his  own  part,  where  Mr.  Edwards 
was  to  be  found.  The  session  was  now  near  its 
close,  it  would  be  unnecessary  to  send  for  him,  if, 
when  he  came,  the  Hou^e  had  adjourned,  or  the 
committee  was  not  prepared  to  go  on.  If  we  do 
send  to  Wheeling,  when  our  messenger  gets  there 
Mr.  E.  will  be  gone,  and  we  shall  be  pursuing 
him  from  town  to  town  nobody  knows  how  long. 


committee.  He  could  perceive  no  necessity  for 
the  further  interposition  of  the  House,  and  it  might 
be  improper  to  call  for  it.  We  have  referred  the 
memorial  to  a  committee,  said  he,  With  what  pro- 
priety it  is  not  for  me  now  to  say,  and  have  vested 
that  committee  with  full  power  to  send  for  persons 
and  papers.  We  could  give  no  greater  power. 
Under  the  authority  already  possessed,  the  com- 
mittee were  authorized  to  send  for  this  individual, 
without  our  interference,  and  he  thought  they 
should  do  so.  If  the  public  character  of  the  in- 
dividual rendered  it  improper  to  compel  his  at- 
tendance, without  the  inlerlerence  of  the  Execu- 
tive, it  would  be  competent  for  the  committee, 
without  applying  to  this  House,  to  request  such 
interference.  He  had  some  experience  of  parlia- 
mentary proceedings,  and  he  believed  it  unprece- 
dented lor  a  committee,  vested  with  full  powers, 
to  call  upon  the  House  to  do  what  might  be  as 
well  done  without  their  aid.  He  could  easily 
conceive,  that  a  subject  of  no  great  magnitude,  ia 
itself,  might  be  clothed  with  much  artificial  im- 
portance, by  such  proceedings ;  and  he  saw  no  pro- 
priety in  the  committee  reporting  the  journal  of 
their  private  proceedings,  from  time  to  time,  to 
this  House.  He  was  aver»e  to  the  repeated  agita- 
tion of  the  subject  in  this  manner,  to  the  prejudice 
of  other  business,  by  the  daily  or  weekly  report  of 
the  journal  of  the  committee's  proceedings.  He  de- 
sired a  full  and  prompt  investigation ;  the  prompter 
the  better;  but  he  thought  the  committee  had 
ample  power  over  the  subject,  and  he  hoped  the 
House  would  not  be  called  upon  to  act  unneces- 
sarily in  the  business. 

Mr.  CuTHBERT,  of  Georgia,  referring  to  the  ia- 
timation,  as  he  understood  it,  of  the  committee, 
that  the  presence  of  Mr.  Edwards  was  so  neces- 
sary that  the  investigation  of  the  charges  made 
by  him  could  not  go  on  without  his  presence,  said 
he  thought  there  could  be  no  such  indispensable 
necessity  for  the  presence  of  Mr.  Edwards  here. 
The  House  would  perceive,  he  said,  that  any  in- 
dividual, intending  to  do  a  serious  mischief  to 
another,  might  select  a  particular  moment  lo  pre- 
fer charges  against  another,  and,  by  abandoning 
his  position,  preventing  an  investigation  of  his 
motives  as  well  as  his  charges,  leave  an  erroneous 
impression  on  the  public  mind.  It  was  desirable 
that  the  accuser  should  be  where  he  places  his  ac- 
cusation ;  the  common  sense  of  mankind  shows 
that  the  accuser  ought  to  abide  by  the  consequen- 
ces of  his  accusation.  But,  if  he  flies  from  that 
responsibility,  the  investigation  should  not,  there- 
fore, be  delayed.  Such  delay  would  be  to  furnish 
the  individual  with  an  opportunity  of  doing  all 
the  mischief  he  desired.  Unless  it  could  be  ascer- 
tained that  the  individual  in  question  could  be 
brought  to  this  place  within  a  reasonable  time,  it 
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was  de>irable,  it  appeared  to  hitn,  that  the  inves- 
tigation of  his  charges  should  not  be  delayed  until 
he  could  be  sent  for. 

Mr.  Webster  replied  to  the  gentleman  from 
Delaware,  as  to  the  report  made  from  the  commit- 
tee. It  was  certainly  no  unusual  thing  for  the 
chairman  of  a  committee  to  make  a  motion  in  this 
House,  by  the  instruction  of  the  committee;  and, 
if  a  portion  of  the  minutes  of  the  committee  were 
coupled  with  it,  he  did  not  see  that  that  would 
alter  the  case,  di?  to  the  expediency  or  propriety  of 
the  practice.  "With  respect  to  the  sugs^estion, 
which  bad  been  made,  that  sending  for  Sir.  Ed- 
wards would  procrastinate  the  inquiry,  the  gentle- 
man from  Giorgia  was  not  to  suppose  that  the 
committee  was  going  wholly  to  suspend  this  inves- 
tigation, to  wait  for  anybody's  attendance. 

Mr.  McLane,  still  fully  impressed  with  the  cor- 
rectness of  the  view  which  he  had  taken  of  this 
matter,  moved  to  recommit  the  report. 

Mr.  Randolph  said   he   hoped   the  motion  for 
recommitment  would  not  prevail;  and  he  rose  for 
the  purpose  only  of  calling   the  attention  of  the 
House  to  a  fact,  that  the  select  committee  have 
acted   by  the  authority  and   m  the  name  of  this 
body,  and  that,  whether  gentlemen  ihmk  that  Mr. 
Edwards  ought  to  be  brought  before  the  commit- 
tee or  not,  the  writ  is  now  on  its  way  ;  that  it  will 
be  served  upon  him  ;  and  that  he  will  be  brought 
here,  whether  we  vole  in  one  way  or  another,  on 
this  question.     In  rase  this  inquiry  is  to  be  prose- 
cuted, said  Mr.  R.,  I  cannot  consent  to  act,  on 
that  committee,  except  by  the  imperious  mandate 
of  this  House,  without  the  presence  of  the  inform- 
er.    The  committee  having  first  resolved  that  this 
inquiry  should  be  prosecuted — that   the   informer 
should  be  brought  before  the  grand  jury,  have  re- 
ported the  fact — for  what  ?     That  the  House,  be- 
ing one  of  the  co-ordinate  branches  of  this  Gov-- 
ernment  of  ours,  should  communicate  to  the  other 
co-ordinate   branch,   that  which,  in  courtesy,  the 
other   branch   ought  to   be  put  in   possession  of. 
What  do  we  ask  of  the  President  ?     To  aid  us  to 
bring  this  Minister  before  us?     No;  we  need  no 
authority  from  him.     We  will,  in  despite  of  any 
man  in  this  land,  have  him  before  u>;.     If,  indeed, 
he  shall  have  made  his  escape  from  the  country, 
we  cannot  follow  him  to  Mexico  ;  but,  anv  where 
short  of  the  Balize,  the  warrant  of  this  House  is 
as  high  authority  as  any  known  in  this  land,  and, 
as  such,   I   trust   it  will   be  supported.     If  I  had 
thought  that,  in  the  jfct  of  that  committee,  the 
privileges  of  this  House,    the   privileges    of  the 
American  people   in   their   Representatives,   had 
been  compromilted,  no  consideration  that  man  can 
name,  would  have  induced  me  to  give  it  my  sanc- 
tion.    It  was  at  my  motion  that  the  order  was 
passed  to  bring  the  accuser  before  us.     I  hope  the 
House  will  proceed  as  proposed.     The  committee 
have  maintained    the   authority   of    this   House, 
which  I  never  will  surrender,  and  have,  in   their 
report,  acted  to  the  Executive  with  that  comity 
and  urbanity  which,  when   it  shall  cease  to  pre- 
Tail    between    the   co-ordinate   branches   of  any 
Government  like  ours,  must  throw  every  thing 
into  confusion. 


Mr.  Cook,  of  Illinois,  said  it  had  been,  and 
should  be,  his  course,  pending  this  subject,  to  ab- 
stain from  saying  any  thing  in  relation  to  the 
merits  of  it,  and  to  abstain  from  exhibiting  any 
thing  like  feeling  in  relation  to  it.  In  hiso|)inion, 
the  course  which  the  committee  had  pursued,  on 
this  occasion,  was  a  proper  one.  The  Executive 
had  probably  given  its  orders  to  this  individual, 
and  his  actual  position  might  not  be  so  well  known 
to  any  one  as  to  the  Executive.  Mr.  C.  thought 
it  was  probable  that,  before  any  process  could 
reach  him,  he  would  have  left  Illinois,  and  might 
have  reached  New  Orleans,  and  the  information 
communicated  to  the  Executive  might  be  effectual 
to  answer  the  end  of  the  process  of  this  House 
reaching  him.  Mr.  C.  concluded  by  repeating 
that  he  would  not  trust  his  feelings  on  tliis  occa- 
sion, for  he  wished  to  suppress  them,  so  far  as  to 
speak  on  the  merits  of  this  controversy,  dec. 

Mr.  Forsyth  asked  if  he  had  understood  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois  rightly,  when  he  informed 
i^he  House  that  this  person  was  now  on  his  way 
to  New  Orleans,  and  about  to  pass  thence  from 
the  United  Srates? 

Mr.  Cook  said  that  he  had  so  stated,  presuming 
it  to  be  the  fact. 

Mr.  Forsyth  said  it  was  only  what  he  sus- 
pected. The  Parthian  throws  behind  him  his 
poisoned  arrows  as  he  retreats,  and  then  flies  be- 
yond the  reach  of  pursuit.  Bui,  Mr.  F.  said,  he 
could  not  fortunately  leave  the  United  States  be- 
fore the  process  of  the  committee  could  reach 
him.  The  vessel  which  was  to  have  the  honor 
to  bear  hirn  out,  had  not  yet  left  the  navy  yard  at 
this  place,  and,  as  he  would  scarcely  venture  to 
sail  without  the  protection  of  the  guns  of  the  na- 
tion, he  could  yet  be  overtaken. 

Mr.  Cook  said  that,  when  up  before,  he  had  in- 
tended to  suggest,  that  the  vessel  which  was  des- 
tined to  carry  Mr.  Edward^  to  Mexico,  was  yet  at 
this  place  ;  that  by  this  vessel,  information  could 
be  given  to  him  of  his  presence  being  desired 
here  ;  and  that  the  only,  at  least  most  probable 
way,  in  which  the  process  of  this  House  could 
reach  him,  and  he  could  be  recalled  for  the  pur- 
poses of  this  House,  would  be  by  means  of  this 
vessel. 

Mr.  Floyd  said  that  the  committee  had  thought 
it  necessary  that  this  individual  should  be  present 
during  the  examination  of  his  charges.  They 
were  perfectly  aware  that  the  authority  witn 
which  they  were  invested  by  the  House,  was  suf- 
ficient for  all  the  purposes  of  bringing  him  here, 
and,  in  the  course  which  they  had  pursued,  had 
no  object  but  to  give  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  in  a  respectful  manner,  information  of  the 
course  which  it  had  been  thought  proper,  by  the 
committee,  to  pursue;  and  he  hoped  the  opposition 
to  it  would  be  withdrawn. 

Mr.  McLane  said  he  was  not  anxious  to  em- 
barrass the  proceedings  by  the  motion  which  he 
had  made,  under  the  conviction,  in  his  own  mind, 
that  the  President  ought  not  to  be  called  upon  to 
do  what  the  House  has  the  perfect  power  to  do. 
He  was  anxious  for  this  investigation  to  go  on. 
He  thought,  with  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
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that  the  informer  on  this  occasion  ought  to  be 
present ;  but  he  thought,  also,  that  the  whole  mat- 
ter was  already  within  the  power  of  the  commit- 
tee. To  save  trouble  to  the  House,  however,  he 
would  withdraw  his  motion  for  recommitment. 

Mr.  Mallary,  of  Vermont,  said  the  House  had 
given  the  committee  all  the  powers  which  it  pos- 
sesses in  relation  to  this  matter.  The  question  is 
now,  whether  it  is  necessary  to  call  upon  the 
House  to  aid  the  committee  to  carry  its  powers 
into  execution.  The  committee  have  all  the  pow- 
ers of  this  House  on  the  subject,  and  ha  ve  certain- 
ly the  same  power  to  communicate  the  fact  of 
their  proceedings  to  the  President,  that  this  House 
has,  and  on  the  same  principle  on  which  they 
would   have  power  to  ask  information  from  him. 

Mr.  Forsyth  said  that  he  had  not  offered  his 
first  motion  on  this  subject  (that  which  the  House 
refused  to  consider)  before  this  House  had  referred 
the  inquiry  into  the  subject  to  a  committee,  with 
power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers.  It  appeared 
to  him,  he  said,  at  the  time  he  made  the  motion, 
that  such  a  proceeding  was  absolutely  due,  in 
courtesy  to  the  Executive.  Perhaps,  he  said,  he 
had  some  little  feeling  on  this  subject,  arising  from 
the  difference  of  the  manner  in  which  his  proposi- 
tion, and  the  nearly  similar  one  of  another  gen- 
tleman, had  been  received.  He  saw  no  necessity, 
however,  for  pressing  his  amendment,  though  he 
could  not  see  any  occasion  for  all  this  particuTanity 
on  the  subject.  In  deference,  therefore,  to  the 
wishes  of  several  of  his  friends,  whose  opinions 
he  always  respected,  he  withdrew  his  motion  for 
amendment. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  report  of  the 
Commitiee — 

Mr.  Fuller,  of  Massachusetts,  said,    he  was 
rather  sorry  that  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  had 
withdrawn    his   motion,  because  it  was  perfectly 
free  from  any  ambiguity,  which  the  proposition 
of  the  committee  was  not.    If  the  amendment  had 
prevailed,  however,  he  could  not   have  voted  for 
this  reason  :  He  was  one  of  those  who  hoped,  the 
other  day,  that  the  motion   for  printing  the  me- 
morial would  have  prevailed,  and  that  he  should 
thus  have  been  enabled  to  judge  of  the  necessity 
of  the  presence  of  the  accuser.     At  present,  he 
•said,  he  did  not  feel  himself  competent  to  decide 
whether  his  presence  was   necessary  or  not.     He, 
for  one,  moreover,  was   not  willing  to  notify  the 
President  that  the  committee  thought  the  interpo- 
sition of  the  authority  of  the  House  necessary,  be- 
cause the  committee  are  themselves  competent  to 
do  it,  and,  if  they  think  proper,  it  is  their  duty  to 
do  it.     There  was  another  consideration  on  this 
subject,  which  Mr.  F.  thought  must  occur  to  the 
mind  of  every  one.     Is  it   possible,  is  it  probable, 
at  any  rate,  that  Congress  will  remain  in  session 
for  two  months  to  have  the  presence  of  this  gen- 
tleman ?     It  would  lake  a  month  to  give  notice  to 
this  individual,  another  month   to  get  him  here, 
and  alter  he  got  here,  the  investigation  of  the  case 
by  the  committee  would  not  occupy  less  than  two 
or  three  weeks.     A  full  investigation  of  this  case, 
Mr.  F.  hoped,  would  take  place  at  the  next  ses- 
sion.    Uoder  the  present  circumstances,  he  saw 


no  occasion  for  giving  information    to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  opinion  of  the  committee.* 

Mr.  Bartlett,  of  New  Hampshire,  said,   he 
was  desirous  of  understanding  rightly  what  was 
the  object  of  the  motion  before  the  House.     If  he 
had  a  correct  view  of  it,  some  other  gentleraeo 
who  had  spoken  had  not.     It  had  been  suggested, 
that  there  was   not  time  to  send   for  this  person, 
and  that  the  House  ought  not  to  give  this  notice 
to   the   Executive,   because  by  so  doing  it  would 
commit  itself.     Those  questions,  said  Mr.  B.,  are 
not  now  before  the  House.     The  House  has  con- 
fided the  question  to  a  select  committee ;  that  com- 
mittee   has  decided   it,  and   it  is  a  question    no 
longer  to   be  discussed.     I  do  not   understand  the 
resolution  as  it  is  understood  by  one  gentleman,  as 
being  intended  to  give  facility  to  the  execution  of 
the  f)ower  which  the  committee  have  undertaken 
to  exercise,   but  as  intending  this,  and   nothing 
more  :  that  this  person,  whom  the  committee  have 
sent  for,  who,  they  have  said,   shall  come  here, 
and  who,  I   have  no  doubt,  will  come  here,  is  a 
person  whom  the  President,  wiih   the  consent  of 
the  Senate,  has  ordered   on   service  to  a  foreign 
Government,     Some  time  ago,  we   gave  to  the 
President  power  to  appoint  Ministers  to  certain 
Governments,  whenever  he  should  think  it  expe- 
dient to  do  so.     We  have,  by  the  act  of  our  com- 
mittee, temporarily  revoked  that  power  so  far  as 
he  has  exercised   it  in   this   particular  instance. 
He  has  said,  that  Ninian  Edwards  shall  be  Min- 
ister to  Mexico  ;  we  have  said,  that  he  shall  not 
go.     If  the  United  States  have  great   interests  at 
stake  in  Mexico,  and  it  is  necessary  we  should 
have  a  Minister  there,  it  is  proper  that  we  should 
inform  the  President  that  the  person  whom   he 
has  appointed  for  that  purpose  we  have  recalled. 
If  the  President  sent  him,  and  we,   in  the  pleni- 
tude of  our  power,  ordered  him  back,  is  it  not  ne- 
cessary that  the  President  should   be  informed  of 
the  fact?     It  had   been  suggested,  that   the  com- 
mittee has  the  power   to  communicate  this  infor- 
mation to  the  President.     My  opinion,  said  Mr. 
B.,  is,  that  they  have  noL     They  have  not  the 
power  to  communicate  directly  with  the  President 
on  the  subject,  but   they  have  the  power  to  give 
information  on  the  subject  to  this  House,  of  which 
they  are  the  organ,  and,  the  information  being  so 

•  Washikotox,  23d  April,  1824. 
Messrs.  Gales  4"  Seaton  .-  You  will  oblige  me  by 
correcting  an  error  in  reporting,  in  your  paper  of  this 
morning,  the  remarks  made  by  me,  respecting  the  in- 
ve6ti$;alion  of  the  charges  in  Mr.  Edwarda'v  memoritl. 
In  stating  the  impropriety  of  protracting  the  acMioa 
of  Cui)grei>8  for  several  montha,  to  examine  Mr.  E. 
personally,  I  observed,  "  that  the  committee  ought  im- 
mciliately  to  proceed  in  the  investigation  ;  and  that, 
if  bis  presence  should  be  found  to  be  necessary,  I 
hoped  the  examination,  as  far  as  he  was  concerned, 
would  be  made  at  the  next  session." 

I  liy  no  means  intended  to  expreM  the  opinion  that 
the  investigation  ought  to  be  deferred,  being  clearly 
of  the  opinion,  that  no  lime  or  means,  within  the 
power  of  the  committee,  ought  to  be  neglected. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

TIMOTHY  FULLER. 
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given,  the  question  now  is,  whether  it  be  proper 
to  give  it  to  the  Executive.  If  the  appointment 
of  a  Minister  was  necessary,  it  continues  lo  be  so. 
If  it  was  necessary  a  month  ago,  no  change  of 
circumstances  having  occurred,  the  interest  of  the 
country  now  equally  demands  that  a  Minister  pro- 
ceed directly  to  Mexico  ;  in  which  case  it  might 
be  necessary  for  the  President,  on  receiving  this 
information,  to  designate  some  other  person  for 
this  station,  dec. 

Mr.  Buck,  of  Vermont,  made  a  few  observa- 
tions, the  import  of  which  were,  that  it  was  not 
material  whether  this  information  were  given  to 
the  Executive  by  the  committee,  or  by  a  vote  of 
this  House — so  that  whether  the  present  propoM- 
tion  was  agreed  to  or  not,  appeared  to  him  to  be 
of  little  importance. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  report  of 
the  committee,  as  above  slated,  and  it  was  agreed 
to,  almost  without  a  dissenting  voice. 

Mr.  Floyd  then  moved  that  the  Clerk  of  this 
House  be  directed  to  adopt  measures  to  expedite 
the  printing  of  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  upon  which  the  said  communication  is 
founded,  and  that  the  said  communication,  with 
its  accompanying  documents,  be  printed  ;  wliich 
was  agreed  to. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  D.W. 

Mr,  Forward  postponed  his  motion  to  take  up 
the  bill  "laying  duties  on  sales  at  auction'' till 
Monday  next. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  (Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  in  the  Chair,) 
on  the  following  bills,  viz:  "A  bill  granting  to 
the  Territory  of  Arkansas  the  ri^ht  of  pre-emption 
to  certain  quarter  sections  ot  land ;"  "  A  bill 
changing  the  mode  of  surveying  the  public  lands 
on  any  river,  lake,  bayou,  or  water  course,  in  the 
State  of  Mississippi  and  Territory  of  Arkansas ;" 
and  "A  bill  granting  to  the  counties  of  each  State 
and  Territory  of  the  United  States,  in  which  the 
public  lands  are  situated,  the  right  of  pre-emption 
to  quarter  sections  of  land  for  seats  of  justice 
within  the  same." 

Considerable  discussion  took  place  on  amend- 
ments to  these  bills,  in  which  Messrs.  Moore,  of 
Alabama,  WicKLiFrE,OwEN,  Whipple,  Letcher, 
McCoy,  and  Rankin,  took  part. 

Finally,  the  bills  were  ordered  to  a  third 
reading. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  (Mr.  Condict  in  the  Chair,)  on  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  of  Pensions  and  Revolu- 
tionary Claims,  unfavorable  to  the  petition  of 
Richard  G.  Morris. 

Mr.  Bassf.tt,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  reverse  the 
resolution  reported  by  the  committee,  by  striking 
out  the  word  "'not." 

The  report  was  read. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  suggested  the  in- 
expediency of  farther  proceeding  in  the  consider- 
ation of  this  afifair. 

Mr.  Bassett  pronounced  the  whole  report  to  be 
deceptive — the  case  had  never  been  thoroughly  or 
fairly  examined. 


Mr.  Taylor  explained. 

Mr.  Bassett  resumed,  and  went  at  length  into 
the  illustiation  and  defence  of  the  claim  of  the 
petitioner,  referring  occasionally  to  documents  in 
support  of  his  statements. 

Mr.  Little,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims,  spoke  in 
reply. 

Messrs.  P.  P.  Barbour  and  Wright  advocated, 
and  Messrs,  Whittlesey,  Little,  and  McCoy, 
opposed  the  amendment ;  and  the  question  being 
taken,  it  was  negatived  by  a  large  majority. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  reported  their 
agreement  to  the  original  report — 

And  the  House  adjourned. 


Friday,  April  23. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Colonel  William  Duane,"'  reported  the 
same  without  amendment;  and  it  was  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Webster,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  which  was  recommitted  the  bill  to  pro- 
vide for  the  sale  o(  lands  conveyed  to  the  United 
Slates,  in  certain  cases,  and  for  other  purposes, 
reported  the  same  without  amendment;  and  it 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time 
to-morrow. 

The  resolution  yesterday  offered  by  Mr.  Alex- 
ander, in  relation  to  Lieutenant  Kennon's  case, 
was  taken  up,  and  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hayward,  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Buildings  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  purchasing  three  of 
Capellano's  marble  busts  of  vV'ashington,  to  be 
placed  in  the  public  buildings,  under  the  direction 
of  the  said  committee. 

Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  viz : 

An  act  supplementary  to  an  act  approved  on 
the  3d  of  March,  1819,  entitled  "An  act  providinjj^ 
for  the  correction  of  errors  in  making  entries  of 
land  at  the  land  offices ;" 

An  act  changing  the  mode  of  surveying  the 
public  lands  on  any  river,  lake,  bayou,  or  water- 
course, in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  and  Territory 
of  Arkansas ; 

An  act  granting  to  the  counties  or  parishes  of 
each  State  and  Territory  of  the  United  States,  in 
which  the  public  lands  are  situated,  the  right  of 
pre-emption  to  quarter  sections  of  land,  for  seats 
ol  justice  within  the  same;  were,  respectively, 
read  the  third  time,  and  paired. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  I^besident 
or  THE  United  States,  as  follows: 

To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

In  conformity  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, of  yesterday,  I  have  received  a  copy  of 
the  proceedings  oi  the  committee  to  whom  was  refer- 
red a  coramunicalion  from  Ninian  Edwards,  lately  ap- 
pointed a  Minister  Plenipotentiary  lo  Mexico,  in  which 
It  is  decided  that  his  attendance  in  thia  city,  for  the 
purpose  of  being  examined  by  the  committee,  on  mat- 
ters contained  in  the  said  communication,  was  requi- 
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site.  At  toon  u  I  waa  apprised  tkat  such  a  comma- 
nication  had  been  made  to  the  House,  anticipating; 
that  the  attendance  of  Mr.  Edwards  might  be  desired, 
for  the  purpoae  stated,  I  thought  it  proper  that  he 
should  be  informed  thereof,  and  instracted  him  not  to 
proceed  on  his  raiasion,  but  to  await  such  call  as  might 
be  made  on  him,  either  by  the  House,  or  its  commit- 
tee ;  and,  in  conaequence,  a  letter  was  addressed  to 
him  to  that  eflTect,  by  the  SecreUry  of  Slate. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

AraiL  23,  1824. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Leftwich,  the  House  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Brent  in  the 
Chair,)  on  the  bill  "  for  the  relief  of  Mary  James." 
The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  thecase 
having  been  read,  the  bill  was  reported  to  the 
House  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Buchanan,  the  House  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Sterling  in 
the  Chair,)  on  the  bill  "  to  alter  the  judicial  dis- 
tricts of  Pennsylvania."  The  blanks  in  the  bill 
were  filled,  and  it  was  reported,  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Nemtton,  the  House  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Lathrop  in 

for  the  relief  of  Isaac 


the  Chair,)  on  the  bill  " 

Collier  and  others ;"  and  on  the  bill  "allowing 

bounties  to  persons  employed  "J/he  cod  fisheries    ,  -^^^  lands  without  much  regard  to 

in    certain    cases  ;"    which    biUs    were    reported     ,^^^  or  boundaries,  and  with  very  little   respect   for 


tended  to  the  period  in  which  the  United  States  took 
the  actual  posaeasion  of  the  ceded  territory.  Some 
modifications  of  these  principles  have,  at  times,  and 
under  particular  circumstances,  eiisted,  but  the  main 
principle  has  been  generally  adhered  to. 

I'he  committee  are  of  opinion  that  an  extension  of 
these  principles  would  be  injurious  to  the  Govern* 
ment,  as  well  as  to  thoae  who  may  hereafter  become 
the  purchasers  of  the  public  lands,  and  probably  to 
those,  also,  who  may  venture  to  settle  upon  Govern* 
ment  lands  without  authority  hereafter. 

It  cannot  be  perceived  by  what  principle  persons 
having  no  color  of  title  should,  after  lands  on  which 
they  have  settled  were  known  to  belong  to  the  United 
States  at  the  time  of  making  such  settlement,  claim 
the  pre-emption  right  to  such  lands. 

Should  the  Government  sanction  applications  of 
this  nature,  an  inducement  would  be  offered  to  per- 
sons of  an  enterprising  disposition  to  anticipate,  in 
every  quarter,  the  Government  in  its  sales  of  the  pub- 
lic lands,  and  to  arltle  upon  and  improve  the  most 
valuable  tracts  of  land,  which  they  would  claim  at  the 
minimum  price,  whenever  such  lands  were  brought 
into  market  by  authority  of  the  United  States. 

Purchasers  of  land  finding  themselves  prevented 
from  acquiring  good  lands,  would  abstain  from  pur- 
chases, and  resort  to  illegal  settlements,  in  the  hope 
of  obtaining  that  at  the  minimum  value,  which  they 
could  not  obtain  at  fair  and  open  aalc. 

Thus,  a  competition  would  be  excited  among  a  cer- 
tain  description  of  our  population,  to   locate  then- 


without    amendment,    and    ordered    to    a   third 
reading. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  author- 
ize roasters  of  vessels,  in  certain  cases,  to  clear 
out  at  the  custom-hous«  of  Petersburg,  or  that 
of  Richmond;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

PRE-EMPTIONS— PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Mr.  Whipple,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  who  were  instructed  by  resolutions  passed 


the  rights  either  of  the  Government  or  their  Indian 
neighttors. 

When  it  might  become  necessary  for  the  Govern- 
ment to  otfer  for  sale  the  tracts  on  which  these  settle* 
ments  had  been  made,  the  persons  interested  woald 
find  arguments  at  hand,  in  their  poverty  and  distress, 
and  the  situation  of  their  families,  to  show  why  they 
should  be  permitted  to  retain  their  homes  and  their 
improvements. 

.\buses  like  these  would  necessarily  attract  the  at- 
tention of  the  Government,  and  induce  Congress  to 


by  the   House,  on    the  31st  December,  1823,  the  j  adopt  rigorous  measures  to  repress   them,  by  which 


many  who  had  thus  precipitately  made  unauthoriied 
settlements  would  be  deprived  of  their  labor  and  again 
be  compelled  to  begin  anew,  thus  losing  the  labor  of 
years. 

A  system  of  indulgence   to  those  who  trespass  by 
making  unauthorized  settlements  upon  the  lands  of 
the  United  States,  after  those  lands   are  known  to  be 
the  property  of  the  Government,  would,  in  the  opinion 
.     ,  ,         ,  I  of  the  committee,  be  productive  of  much  perplexity  to 

Before  adverting  to  the  particular  cases  embraced  ,  ^^^  Government  as  well  as  of  injury  to  those  con* 
by  the  resolutions  and  petitions  referred  the  commit-  ^  ^^^^^j  .^  ^^^  porchase  and  setUcment  of  the  naUonal 
tee  deem  it  proper  to  make  some  general  observations  ^  jon,,j„ 

on  the  subject  of  pre-emption  granU,  as  connected  i      _.     '  .  ...  ,   .  i       .u 

with  the  general  policy  of  the  Government  in  relation        The  committee  will   now  proceed   to  consider  the 

to  the  public  lands.  '  •''^"*'    resolutions    and    petitions   referred    lo   them. 

By  reference  to  the  various  laws   on  the  subject  of  ;  which  relate  either  to  pre-emption  righu  or  to  mdul- 

il   will    be    perceived    that,    where   the     gei""  P"ye«l  ^^^  ^y  those  who  have  made  unauthor- 


2d  and  23d  of  January  last,  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  chanting  pre-emption  rights  in  the  | 
purchase  of  public  lands,  in  certain  cases,  and  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Hardy  Doyal 
and  George  Caperton,  and  the  petition  of  L.  C. 
Davis,  made  a  report  thereon ;  which  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

The  report  is  as  follows 


pre-emptions. 

United  Slates  have  acquired  territory  where  settle- 
ments existed  at  the  time  of  the  acquisition,  the  per* 
sons  having  made  such  settlements  have  been  per- 
mitted by  the  Government  to  retain  their  lands  by 
paying  therefor  ihe  minimum  price,  subject  to  a  rea- 
sonable limitation  as  lo  the  quantity  to  be  retained. 

In   cases  where   territory  has   been   acquired  from 
foreign  Powers  by  treaty,  this  privilege  has  been  ex- 


ited settlements  upon  the  public  lands. 

I      By  the  resolution  of  December  31st,  1823,  the  com- 

I  miltee  are  *' instructed  to  inquire  into  the  justice  and 

expediency  of  granting  to  actual  settlers  in  that  part 

,  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  lying  oast  of  the  Mississippi 

and  island  of  New  Orleans,  a  right  of  pre-emption  to 

public  lands,  in  the  same  manner,  and  for  the  same 

period  of  time  after  possession  thereof  by  the  Govern- 
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ment  of  the  United  States,  an  was  i^rantVd  to  «uch 
settlers  in  the  late  Territory  of  Orlean:*,  aAer  posses- 
sion thereof  a^  aforesaid." 

It  will  be  perceived,  hy  reference  to  the  act  of  Con- 
gress of  April  12lh,  1814,  that  pre-emption  rights 
were  granted  to  actual  settlers  in  that  part  of  the 
State  of  Louisiana  west  of  the  river  Missinsippi,  up  to 
the  date  of  said  act,  that  is,  to  the  12th  April,  1814. 

The  United  States  took  possession  of  this  portion  of 
the  State  of  Louisiana  on  the  10th  of  December,  1803, 
consequently,  settlers  for  a  period  of  eleven  years  after 
the  possession  of  the  territory  of  Orleans  by  the  United 
States,  had  the  right  of  pre-emption  of  the  lands  on 
which  they  had  settled  secured  to  them. 

In  that  portion  of  the  Slate  of  Louisiana  which  lies 
east  of  the  river  Mississippi  and  Island  of  New  Or- 
leans, a  different  rule  was  adopted. 

The  Government  did  not  get  possession  of  this  por- 
tion of  the  ceded  territory  until  the  Autumn  of  1810; 
prior  to  which  time  it  wa«t  under  the  Government  of 
Spain,  consequently,  settlers  in  this  portion  of  the 
territory  had  the  right  of  pre-emption  secured  to  them 
by  the  act  of  1814,  only  for  a  period  of  four  years 
after  the  possession  by  the  United  States. 

The  resolution,  therefore,  contemplates  extending 
to  all  who  had  made  settlements  on  the  public  lands 
of  the  United  States,  in  the  portion  of  the  State  of 
Louisiana  east  of  the  river  Mississippi,  up  to  the  year 
1821,  the  right  of  pre-emption  of  the  land  on  which 
they  have  settled. 

The  committee  deem  it  inexpedient  to  extend  the 
right  of  pre-emption  in  this  manner. 

The  act  of  the  12lh  April.  1814,  extended  equally 
to  all  portions  of  the  State  of  Louitiiana,  and  if  any 
inequality  existed  in  the  situation  of  the  people  of  dif- 
ferent sections  of  the  State,  this  circumstance  ought 
not  of  it«elf  to  be  made  ground  of  claim  upon  the 
Government.  Those  who  reside  east  of  the  river  Mis- 
sissippi and  Island  of  New  Orleans,  had,  by  that  law, 
the  right  of  retaining  their  lands  at  the  minimum 
value,  although  they  had  settled  on  them  without 
leave  of  the  Government,  four  years  after  the  lands 
were,  by  solemn  transfer  an>l  formal  possession,  known 
to  be  the  property  of  the  United  States:  the  Govern- 
ment has,  therefore,  treated  these  settlers  with  great 
lenity  and  indulgence;  and  if  some  of  their  neighbors 
have,  by  the  peculiarity  of  their  situations,  derived 
greater  benefits  from  the  act  of  April  12ih,  1814,  the 
committee  cannot,  on  this  account,  be  induced  to 
deem  it  proper  to  sanction  the  principle  that  persons 
ought  to  be  encouraged  to  settle  upon  the  public 
lands  for  ten  or  eleven  years  after  they  are  known  to 
be  the  property  of  the  United  States.  It  may,  how- 
ever, be  doubted,  whether  the  act  of  1814  has  not 
operated  nearly  equally  upon  the  settlers  on  the  public 
lands  within  the  Stale  of  Louisiana.  It  was  well 
known  by  the  j)eople,  that  the  whole  territory  acquired 
by  the  treaty  ceding  Louisiana  to  the  United  Stales, 
would  ultimately  fall  under  their  Government,  and 
there  can  be  little  doubt  that  many  settlements  were 
made  within  the  territory  in  anticipation  of  this  event, 
hence,  the  lime  of  taking  possession  of  different  por- 
tions of  that  tract  of  country,  coulJ  produce  very  little 
inequality  with  respect  to  those  who  had  pre-emption 
rights  granted  them  by  the  act  of  the  12th  April,  1814. 
By  the  resolution  of  January  2d,  1824,  the  commit- 
tee are  instructed  "  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
granting  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  ail  persons  to 
mill  scats  on  public  lands,  where  the  same  may  have 
been  actually  improved  as  such  by  them." 


It  will  be  resdily  perceived  that,  if  the  Government 
should  sanction  a  principle  of  this  kind,  these  valuable 
appendages  to  the  public  lands  would  be  universally 
taken  up  and  occupied  to  the  great  injury  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  with  no  advantage  to  those  who  may 
wish  to  purchase  public  lands,  except  to  the  favored 
individual. 

The  committee  are  therefore  of  opinion,  that  it  would 
be  injudicious  and  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  adopt  such 
a  provision. 

By  a  resolution  of  the  same  date,  the  committee  are 
instructed  '*  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  granting 
to  actual  settlers  prior  to  the  1st  of  July,  1820,  in  the 
State  of  Alabamn,  the  right  of  purchasing,  by  pre- 
emption of  at  least  one  quarter  section  of  land,  em> 
bracing  their  family  residences." 

The  committee  refer  to  the  general  observations  in 
the  commencement  of  this  report,  and  again  repeat 
that  they  can  see  no  sound  reason  for  permitting  per- 
sons who  have  knowingly  made  unauthorized  settle- 
ments on  the  public  lands,  to  have  and  enjoy  peculiar 
privileges  and  indulgences  ;  they  are  therefore  of  opin- 
ion that  the  adoption  of  such  a  measure  would  be  im- 
politic and  inexpedient. 

By  a  resolution  of  January  23d,  1824,  the  committee 
are  instructed  **  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  re- 
viving the  law  of  the  25th  March,  1816,  relating  to 
the  settlers  on  the  lands  of  the  United  States." 

This  act,  as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  it,  provides 
that  persons  settled  on  the  public  lands  of  the  United 
States,  may,  upon  application  to  a  register,  recorder, 
or  marshal,  or  to  such  person  as  either  of  them  may 
appoint,  be  perinilted  to  remain  on  such  lands,  provided 
the  applicant  shall  sign  a  declaration,  purporting  that 
he  or  she  has  no  claim  to  the  lands  on  which  he  or 
she  may  be  located.  Books  arc  to  be  kept  and  a  re- 
gistry of  the  applications  and  permisaions  is  to  be 
made,  and  such  forms  prescribed  as  the  Secretary  ef 
the  Treasury,  with  the  approbation  of  the  President  of 
the  United  Stales  may  direct.  The  persons  availing 
themselves  of  the  provisions  of  this  act  are  to  be  con- 
sidered as  tenants  at  will,  and  to  obligate  themselves 
not  to  commit  waste,  and  to  yield  quiet  possession 
when  the  lands  shall  be  sold  by  the  Government. 

The  committee  can  see  no  good  reason  for  renewing 
this  Idw,  which  has  been  continued  in  force  until  the 
3d  March,  1819,  a  period  of  three  years. 

Those  who  had  located  themselvea  on  the  public 
lands  prior  to,  and  until  the  3d  of  March,  1819,  have 
had  opportunity  to  avail  themselves  of  the  benefiu  of 
this  act,  and  those  who  have  since  that  time  made  un- 
authoriied  settlements  on  the  vacant  lands  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  can  have  no  just  ground  of  complaint,  if 
left  to  the  ordinary  operation  of  the  laws  relating  to 
such  persons. 

To  revive  the  law  of  1816,  would  be  to  hold  out  in- 
ducements  to  settle  on  the  public  lands,  under  the  ex- 
pectation, that  until  such  lands  were  sold,  the  persons 
]  making  settlements  would    be  permitted  to  cultivate 
I  and   improve   them  for   their    own  profit   and   benefit. 
I  Were  the  Government  to   grant  these  facilities,  it  is 
I  easy   to   perceive   that   no  regard  whatever  would  be 
I  paid  to   the  regulations  of  the  laws  f)rbidding  unau- 
thorized settlements  upon  the  public  lands. 

The  experience  of  the  Government  would  lead  us 
to  conclude,  that  the  final  request  of  these  settlers 
would  be  for  pre-emption  rights,  or  at  least  to  be  per- 
mitted to  retain  their  crops.  But  the  committee  trust 
that  enough  has  been  said  to  show  the  indefensible 
nature  of  this  proposition  ;  they  will  therefore  diamisa  it. 


April,  1824. 


Pentlope  Denney. — Alvin   Bron$<m. 


H.  OP  R. 


The  petition  of  Lewis  C.  Davia  waa  referred  to  the 
committee  on  the  26th  January,  1824.  He  states  that 
he  purchased  a  quarter  section  of  land  in  the  State  of 
Alabama,  for  which  he  gave  fourteen  dollars  per  acre,  that 
he  is  unable  to  pay  for  it  and  was  compelled  to  relin- 
quish it,  and  prays  to  be  permitted  to  re-enter  the  land 
at  the  pre-emption  price.  There  appears  to  be  noth- 
ing in  ihis  case  to  entitle  the  petitioner  to  particular 
favor,  and  the  committee  see  no  cause  why  he  should 
not  be  subjected  to  the  operation  of  the  laws  and  regu- 
lations of  the  Government  relative  to  such  cases. 
-.The  petition  of  Hardy  Doyal  and  George  Caperton, 
of  Alabama,  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  27lh 
January,  1824,  states  that  the  petitioners  have  erected 
•  gristiiiill  on  the  public  lands  and  cleared  a  farm  ad- 
joining it ;  that  they  have  expended  their  whole  pro- 
perty in  the  enterprise ;  they  therefore  pray  to  be  per- 
mitted to  take  a  certain  quantity  of  land  including 
their  mill  at  the  pre-emption  value,  and  that  the  Gov- 
ernment should  grant  them  a  credit  of  six  months  from 
the  issuing  of  the  patent. 

The  committee  deem  it  unnecessary  to  enter  into 
detailed  reasoning  to  show  the  inadmissibility  of  this 
proposition.  It  is  t^ufBcient  to  remark,  that  it  is  in  di- 
rect contravention  of  the  policy  which  it  is  believed  the 
Government  ought  to  pursue,  for  the  purpose  of  put- 
ting a  slop  to  unauthorized  settlements  on  the  public 
lands. 

PENELOPE  DENNEY. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Cambreleno,  the  House 
went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Condict 
in  the  Chair.)  on  the  bill  "for  the  relief  of  Pene- 
lope Denney."  Several  documents  were  read. 
The  question  being  siill  pending  from  a  former 
sitting,  in  January,  to  amend  the  bill,  by  provid- 
ing the  support  of  Mrs.  Denney  from  the  Navy 
Pension  Fund,  instead  of  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  Slates,  a  debate  arose,  in  which  Messrs. 
Cambreleng,  Fuller,  Wood  of  New  York, 
Warfield,  and  Buchanan,  took  part. 

Mr.  Buchanan  moved  to  ^trike  out  the  enact- 
ing clause — and  the  debate  was  then  farther  con- 
tinued by  Mr.  Fuller,  Mr.  Buchanan,  Mr. 
Cambreleng,  Mr.  Livingston,  Mr.  Warfield, 
and  Mr.  Sharpe. 

in  this  debate,  the  merits  of  Denney  were  not 
disputed,  nor  the  wants  of  his  mother,  but  it  was 
objected  to  the  bill  that  it  introduced  a  new  prin- 
ciple in  the  pension  laws  of  the  United  States,  by 
providing  for  parents  ;  the  present  laws  only  ma- 
ting provision  for  widows  and  children  ;  and  it 
was  lurihcr  argued  that,  if  given  at  all,  the  peii- 
sion  should  come  out  of  the  Treasury  of  the  Uoi- 
led  States,  and  not  out  of  the  Navy  Pension  Fund. 
That  fund,  consisting  of  contributions  of  prize 
money,  was,  at  its  creation,  pledged  to  a  class  of 
persons  to  which  cases  of  this  kind  did  not  be- 
long, and  it  would  be  a  breach  of  public  faith  to 
touch  it. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  striking  out 
the  enacting  clause,  and  decided  in  the  negative — 
ayes  58,  noes  63. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  striking  out  the 
clause  of  the  bill  which  provides  to  pay  the  pen- 
sion "out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  Slates,"  and  inserting,  in  its  place,  "the 
Navy  Pension  Fund,"  the  debate  was  resumed  by 


Messrs.  Breck,  Cambreleng,  Fuller,  Hamil- 
ton, and  Buchanan  ;  and  the  question  being 
taken,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — ayes  89, 
noes  58. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  House;  the 
amendment  was  agreed  to,  and  the  question  being 
on  ordering  it  to  a  third  reading,  Mr.  Breck  called 
for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Metcalfe  then  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on 
the  table,  which  was  negatived — ayes,  50  noes  83. 

The  yeas  and  nays,  on  ordering  the  bill  to  a 
third  reading,  were  then  taken,  as  follows:  Yeas 
62,  nays  98. 

YiAS— -Messn.  Adams,  Archer,  Brent,  Cady,  Cam- 
breleng, Carter,  Cary,  Collins,  Condict,  Conner,  Cook, 
Crafts,  Craig,  Culpeper,  Cuahman,  Dwight,  Ellia, 
Foot  of  Connecticut,  Foote  of  New  York,  Garnett, 
Gurley,  Hamilton,  Harris,  Hayward,  Hemphill,  Her- 
rick,  Herkimer,  Hogeboom,  Houston,  F.  Johnson, 
Kidder,  Kremer,  Litchfield,  Livingston,  Locke,  Long- 
fellow, McUuffie,  McLane  of  Delaware,  Mallary, 
.Marvin,  Miller,  Mitchell  of  Maryland,  Moore  of  Ken- 
tucky, Morgan,  Nelson,  Plumer  of  Pennsylvania, 
Richards,  Rives,  Saunders,  Sandford,  Sharpe.  Spence, 
James  Stephenson,  Strong,  Tsylor,  Test.  Thompson 
of  Kentucky.  Tyson,  Van  Rensselaer,  Van  Wyck, 
Wood,  and  Woods. 

Nats— Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Alli- 
son, Barber  of  Connecticut,  P.  P.  Barbour,  Bartlett, 
Baasett,  Beecher,  Breck,  Buchanan,  Buck,  Buckner, 
Burleigh,  Burton,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Cobb,  Cocke, 
Crowninshield,  Cuthbert,  Day,  Eddy,  Edwards  of 
Pennsylvania,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Findlay, 
Floyd,  Fuller,  Garrison,  Gazlsy,  Gist,  Hall,  Harvey, 
Hayden,  Henry.  Hobart,  Hooks,  Isacks,  Jenkins, 
Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kent,  Lathrop,  Leflwich,  Letch- 
er, Lincoln,  Little.  Livermore.  Long,  McArthur,  Mc- 
Coy, McKcan,  McKee,  McKim,  McLean  of  Ohio, 
Markley,  Martindale,  Matlack,  Matson,  Metcalfe.  Mit- 
chell of  Pennsylvania,  Neale,  Newton,  O'Brien, 
Owen,  Patterson  of  Pennsylvania,  Patterson  of  Ohio, 
Plumer  of  New  Hampshire,  Prince,  Rankin,  Reed, 
Ross,  Scott,  Sibley,  Sloane,  Arthur  Smith,  William 
Smith,  Spaight,  Slandefer,  Sterling,  Stoddard,  Talia- 
ferro, Tattnall,  Tod,  Tomlinson,  Tucker  of  Virginia, 
Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Udree,  Vance  of  North 
Carolina,  Vance  of  Ohio,  Vinton,  Warfield,  Whipple, 
Whitman,  Whittlesey,  White,  Williams  of  New  York, 
Williams  of  Virginia,  William*  of  North  Carolina. 
Henry  Wilson,  and  Wright. 

So,  the  bill  was  rejected. 

ALVIN  BRONSON. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tracy,  the  House  went  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Foot,  of  Connec- 
ticut in  the  Chair,)  on  the  bill  "  for  the  relief  of 
Alvin  Bronson." 

The  memorial  of  the  petitioner,  and  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Claims,  were  read. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  stated  his 
objection  to  the  claim,  and  called  for  the  reading 
of  an  opinion  of  Chief  Justice  McKean,  of  Penn- 
sylvania, on  a  similar  case. 

Mr.  Whittlesey  contended  that  that  ca.se  was 
not  analogous,  and  went  into  a  recapitulation  of 
the  circumstances. 

Mr.  McCoy  declared  that,  by  recent  testimony. 
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his  view  of  the  case  was  now  changed,  and  he  ad- 
vocated the  claim. 

The  bill  was  then  reported,  without  amend- 
ment, and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 


Saturday,  April  24. 

Mr.  Hemphill,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals,  to  which  was  committed  the  bill 
from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Ichabod  Lord  Skinner,"  reported  the  same 
without  amendment ;  and  it  was  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Gazlay  offered  the  followin?: 

Hesolved,  That  the  President  of  ihe  United  States 
do  cause  to  be  executed  the  act  of  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  passed  on  the  .3d  of  March,  1803,  as 
far  as  the  Mine  relates  to  a  township  of  land  situated 
in  the  tract  of  land  patented  to  John  Clever  Hjmmea, 
and  reserved  for  schools. 

The  House  refused  to  consider  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Allen  gave  notice  that,  on  Monday  next, 
he  should  call  up  the  joint  resolution,  offered  by 
him  some  time  since,  on  the  subject  of  the  ad- 
journment of  this  House. 

An  engrossed  bill  "to  provide  for  the  sale  of 
lands  conveyed  to  the  United  States,  m  certain 
cases,  and  for  other  purposes;" 

An  engrossed  bill  "for  the  relief  of  Mary 
James ;" 

An  engrossed  bill  "  to  alter  the  Judicial  Dis- 
tricts of  Pennsylvania,  and  for  other  purposes;" 

An  engrossed  bill  "for  the  relief  of  Isaac  Col- 
lier and  others;" 

An  engrossed  bill  "for  the  relief  of  Alvin 
Bronson;" 

An  engrossed  bill  "  to  allow  bounties  to  persons 
engaged  in  the  cod  fishery,  in  certain  cases,"  were, 
respectively,  read  a  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to 
the  Senate. 

ADJOURNMENT  OF  CONGRESS. 
Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  joint  committee  appoint- 
ed to  report  what  busine^s  required  the  attention 
of  Congress,  during  the  present  session,  and  at 
what  time  Congress  shall  adjourn,  made  a  report 
in  part  with  respect  to  the  business  to  be  taken 
up,  which  is  divided  into  classes,  and  reported  the 
'  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  all  the  legislative  business  before  the 
Senate  ;  the  bills  before  the  House  of  Representatives, 
mentioned  in  schedule  No.  1,  2,  3,  4  ;  and  so  many 
of  those  mentioned  in  schedule  Nu.  6,  as  time  shall 
permit, — be  acted  upon  at  the  present  session.  That 
precedence  be  given  to  private  claims,  examined  and 
•anctioned  by  the  committees  to  v^hich  they  were  re- 
spectively referred,  and  to  bills  of  a  public  nature  which 
it  is  believed  will  not  require  protracted  discussion. 
And  that  those  which  are  embraced  in  schedule  No.  5, 
which  shall  not  be  decided  upon  before  the  rising  of 
Congress,  be  preferred  in  the  orders  of  the  day,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  next  session  of  Congress. 

Mr.  Taylor  explained  the  arrangement  which 
the  committee  had  made,  and  the  resolution  was 
adopted. 

DAILY  RECESS,  «Scc 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
the  following  resolution: 


.1 


Resolved,  That,  afler  this  day,  until  otherwise  or- 
dered, the  House  will  daily  take  a  recess,  from  two 
o'clock  until  four  o'clock,  in  the  aflernoou. 

Mr.  Campbell  spoke  in  opposition  to  the  reso- 
lution. There  would  be  a  difficulty  in  procuring 
a  quorum.  The  evening  session  must  be  short. 
He  was  utterly  opposed  to  nocturnal  sessions,  Ac. 

Mr.  Taylor  replied,  and  insisted  that  the  meas- 
ure proposed  was  the  best  mode  of  avoiding  the 
necessity  of  nocturnal  sessions.  It  would  obviate 
the  necessity  of  prolonging  the  session, 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Webster,  the  motion 
was  modified,  so  as  to  propose  a  recess  from  two 
o'clock  until  four,  and  the  hour  of  meeting  in  the 
morning  to  be  ten  o'clock. 

Mr.  DwiGHT  inquired  whether,  if  this  resolution 
should  be  adopted,  it  is  probable  the  committee 
would  concur  in  the  date  of  adjournment  resolved 
upon  by  the  Senate  ? 

Mr.  Taylor  replied,  and  explained. 

Some  conversation  took  place  between  Messrs. 
Stewart,  Wright,  Little,  Taylor,  McCoy, 
Kremer,  and  Stewart. 

Mr.  Tattnall  wi:>hed  to  inquire  of  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  whether  they  included  in 
the  calculation  they  had  made,  in  reference  to  a 
time  of  adjournment,  the  investigation  of  a  late 
document  submitted  to  the  House  by  Ninian 
Edwards.  He  thought  the  House  bound,  having 
ordered  that  investigation,  not  to  adjourn  till  it 
was  fully  gone  through. 

Mr.  Taylor  replied,  and  repeated  the  explana- 
tion he  had  already  given. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  to  lay 
the  resolution  on  the  table.  The  question  being 
taken,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative — ayes  52, 
ntes  91. 

The  resolution  was  then  adopted,  and  the  ar- 
rangement of  the  orders  of  the  day  was  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  Allen  moved  that  the  joint  committee  be 
discharged  from  the  consideration  of  the  joint  res- 
olution from  the  Senate,  on  the  subject  of  adjourn- 
ment. 

The  House  refused  to  consider  the  motion. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  "for  the  relief  of  David  Giffia 
and  Samuel  Hoag."  The  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims  in  the  case  was  read.  The  bill  was 
then  reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Test,  the  House  went  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  "  for  the  relief 
of  the  representatives  of  Joseph  .Mims,  deceased." 
The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  was  read  ; 
and  the  bill  being  reported,  was  ordered  to  a  third 
reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ross,  the  House  went  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Condict  in  the 
Chair,)  on  the  bill  "  for  the  relief  of  the  a.ssignees 
and  legal  representatives  of  John  H.  Piatt,  de- 
ceased.'  The  re|)ort  of  the  committee  was  read. 
The  bill  was  reported,  without  amendment,  and 
ordered  to  a  third  reading. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Richards,  of  New  York, 
the  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
(Mr.  Lathrop  in  the  Chair,)  on  the  bill  "  for  the 
relief  of  Greora[e  B.  R.  Gove."  The  report  of  the 
Committee  ol  Ways  and  Means  was  read  ;  and 
the  bill  was  reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  read- 
ing. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  (Mr.  Sharpe  in  the  Chair,)  on  the  bill 
"  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Wheaton."  The  report 
of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  on  his  case,  was 
read.  The  bill  was  reported,  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Poller,  the  House  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Cobb  in  the 
Chair,)  on  the  bill  "  for  the  relief  of  William 
Blagrove."  The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Na- 
val Affairs,  in  this  ca.se,  was  read.  The  bill  was 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Vance,  of  Ohio,  the  House 
went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (.Mr.  Ster- 
ling in  the  Chair,)  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
"John  Thomas."  The  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Military  Affairs,  relating  to  this  case,  was  read. 
The  bill  was  then  reported,  and  order.'d  to  a  third 
reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  the 
House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr. 
Condict  in  the  Chair,)  on  the  bill  "  for  the  relief 
of  certain  |>ersons  who  have  paid  duties  on  certain 
goods  imported  into  Castine."  The  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  in  this  case,  was 
read. 

Mr.  CocKt  spoke  in  opposition  to  the  petition 
of  the  persons  concerned  in  this  bill,  and  called 
for  the  reading  of  further  documents. 

Some  conversation  then  arose  between  Messrs. 
Cocke,  McLane,  McCoy,  Foot  of  Connecticut, 
P.  P.  Barbour,  and  Webster;  after  which  the 
Committee  rose,  and  reported  the  bill  without 
amendment;  and  it  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
a  week  from  this  day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hayward,  the  House  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Cocke  in  the 
Chair,)  on  the  bill  "for  the  relief  of  William  N. 
Earle."  The  memorial  of  the  petitioner  was  read. 
The  bill  was  then  reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Reed,  the  House  went  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Lathrop  in  the 
Chair,)  on  the  bill  "  releasing  the  owners  of  the 
ship  General  Jackson  from  the  payment  of  cer- 
tain duties."  The  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  on  the  case  was  read.  The  bill 
was  then  reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Hamilton,  the  House  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Condict  in 
the  Chair,)  on  the  bill  "  for  the  relief  of  the  cor- 
poration of  St.  Ann's  church,  Detroit,  and  for  the 
extension  of  Larned  street."  The  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  in  relation  to  this 
case,  was  read.  The  bill  was  then  reported,  and 
ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McLane,  the  House  went 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Herrick  in 
the  Chair.)  on  the  bill  "authorizing  the  issuing 


of  debentures  to  Bernard  Thooft."  The  bill  was 
reported  to  the  House,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  (Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  in  the  Chair,) 
on  the  bill  "for  the  relief  of  Arthur  H.  Henley," 
which  was  reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  read- 
ing. 

DONNELSON,  KURD,  AND  OTHERS. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  (Mr.  Sharpe  in  the  Chair.)  on  the  bill 
"  for  the  relief  of  John  Donnelson,  Stephen  Hurd, 
and  others."  Mr.  Rankin  stated,  at  length,  the 
circumstances  of  this  case,  and  advocated  the 
claim  of  the  persons  named  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  Cocke  opposed  the  claim. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  called  for  the  reading 
of  a  former  report  on  the  case,  and  opposed,  at 
considerable  length,  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

Messrs.  Thompson  of  Georgia,  Isacks  of  Ten- 
nessee, and  Rankin  of  Mississippi,  at  great  length 
advocated  the  bill,  going  into  a  recapitulation  of 
the  whole  transactions  between  the  United  States 
and  the  State  of  Greorgia,  in  relation  to  the  Yazoo 
claims,  dec. 

Mr.  Cobb  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  inserting 
the  name  of  Thomas  Carr  among  those  for  whose 
relief  it  was  drawn.  This  motion  was  supported 
by  the  mover,  but  was  not  agreed  to  by  the  Com- 
mittee. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  House  with- 
out amendment,  and,  without  taking  the  question 
on  its  third  reading,  the  House  adjourned  till 
Monday  next. 


Monday,  April  26. 

Mr.  Neale  presented  a  memorial  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Alexandria,  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  praying  that  they  may  be 
restored  to  their  parent,  the  State  of  Virginia. — 
Referred  to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

Mr.  Ha.milton,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  Presi- 
dent to  exchange  five  arpens  of  land  on  the  south 
side  of  the  public  lot  at  Baton  Rouge,  for  an 
equal  quantity  of  land  on  the  north  side  of  said 
lot;  which  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Hamilton,  from  the  same  committee,  who 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
removing  the  obstructions  in  the  river  Iberville, 
placed  in  it  by  order  of  the  Commanding  General, 
during  the  late  war,  made  a  report;  which  was 
read,  and  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Hemphill,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred, 
reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  surveying  and 
making  a  road  from  Detroit  to  Chicago;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  authorizing  the 
purchase  of  an  additional  quantity  of  land,  for  the 
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enlargement  of  the  site  of  Fort  Washington,  and 
for  completing  the  title  in  the  United  Stales  to  a 
part  of  that  on  which  the  said  fort  is  now 
erected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Livingston,  the  Committee 
on  Private  Land  Claims  were  directed  to  report 
whether  the  claim  of  Dussuau  de  la  Croix  to  cer- 
tain lots  in  the  town  of  Mobile,  ought  not  to  be 
confirmed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  viz:  "An  act  explanatory  of  an  act,  con- 
firming claims  to  lots  in  the  town  of  Mobile;"  and 
"An  act  supplementary  to  'An  att  to  incorporate 
a  company  for  making  certaifi|||rnpike  roads  in 
the  District  of  Columbia;"  i^^-hich  bills  the 
Senate  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  said  bills  were  read  twice,  and  referred  ; 
that  "explanatory  of  an  act  confirming  claims  to 
lots  in  the  town  of  Mobile,"  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands;  and  that  "supplementary  to  an 
act  to  incorporate  a  company  for  making  certain 
turnpike  roads  in  the  District  of  Columbia,"  to 
the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  engrossed  bill  "  for  the  relief  of  David 
Giffin  and  Jo>eph  Hoag  ;"  an  engrossed  bill  "  for 
the  relief  of  the  representatives  of  Joseph  Miras, 
deceased  ;'  an  engrossed  bill  "  for  the  relief  of 
George  B.  R.  Gove,"  were  severally  read  a  third 
time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concur- 
rence. 

An  engrossed  bill  "for  the  relief  of  William  Bla- 
grove"  was  read  a  third  time.  Mr.  Kremer  op- 
posed the  passage  of  the  bill  ;  and  it  was  advo- 
cated by  Mr.  Harvey  and  Mr.  Fuller.  Mr. 
Kremer  then  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 
The  motion  was  negatived,  ayes  26,  noes  79  ;  and 
after  some  further  conversation,  the  bill  was  pass- 
ed, and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 

The  engrossed  bill  "  for  the  relief  of  John 
Thomas  &  Co. ;"  an  engrossed  bill  "  for  the  relief 
of  William  N.  Earle,"  were  read  a  third  time, 
passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill  "  for  the  relief  of  Jos.  Whea- 
ton,"  being  read  a  third  time,  Mr.  Cocke  asked 
for  information,  and  spoke  against  the  passage  of 
the  bill. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  called  for 
the  reading  of  a  letter  from  the  Comptroller  of 
the  Treasury  on  the  subject,  which  was  read,  and 
the  bill  was  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate  for 
concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill  "  for  the  relief  of  the  corpo- 
ration of  the  church  of  St.  Anne,  and  to  authorize 
thr  extension  of  Larned  street,  in  the  town  of  De- 
troit ;"  an  engrossed  bill  "authorizing  the  release 
of  certain  debentures  to  Bernard  Thooft,"  were 
read  a  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate 
for  concurrence. 

JOHN  H.  PIATT. 
An  engrossed  bill  "  for  the  relief  of  the  execu- 
tors and  legal  representatives  of  John  H.  Piatt,'' 
having  been  read  ajhird  time,  Mr.  FoR.'^y t'h 
moved  that  the  furtb^  consideration  of  the  bill  be 
postponed  until  th«  second  Monday  in  December 
next. 


Mr.  Rosa  spoke  in  opposition  to  this  motion, 
and  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  the  bill.  He  went 
at  considerable  length  into  a  recapitulation  of  the 
circumstances  of  this  case,  showing  that  the  claim 
of  Mr.  Piatt's  heirs  grows  out  of  his  relation  as  a 
contractor  for  the  supply  of  the  army  ten  years 


ago. 


Mr.  LivERMORE  took  a  similar  view  of  the  case, 
and  remonstrated  against  the  postponement,  in  a 
speech  of  considerable  extent. 

Mr.  Forsyth  shortly  replied,  not  in  a  direct 
denial  of  the  equity  of  the  claim,  but  expressing  a 
desire  for  a  better  understanding  of  it. 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  spoke  at  length  in 
favor  of  the  bill,  which,  he  contended,  did  not 
go  to  the  whole  extent  of  what  was  justly  due  to 
the  claimants.  He  gave  a  history  of  what  had 
been  done ;  read  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Pinkney  on 
the  construction  of  the  law  under  which  the  claim 
is  advanced,  and  argued  from  the  whole  case,  the 
propriety  of  immediately  passing  the  bill. 

Mr.  McArthur  testified  to  many  of  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case  of  this  claimant,  who  had 
been  ruined  by  adhering  to  his  contract,  and  died 
in  extreme  distress.  Mr.  McA.  passed  a  strong 
eulogium  on  his  honesty,  activity,  and  patriotism. 

Mr.  DwiGHT  explained  the  facts  on  which  the 
claim  rested,  and  advocated  its  equity. 

Mr.  Wright  bore  witness  to  other  facts,  and 
confirmed  the  views  of  his  character  and  claim 
which  had  been  already  given. 

Mr.  McCoy  advocated  the  passage  of  the  bill. 
He  had  gone  intoan  extensive  examination  of  the 
case,  and  was  fully  satisfied  of  the  justice  of  the 
claim.  The  bill  fell  far  short  of  appropriating 
all  that  was  due  to  the  estate  of  Mr.  Piatt. 

Mr.  Forsyth  replied — stated  his  views  of  the 
law  on  which  the  claim  was  founded,  and  on 
which  he  differed  from  the  gentlemen  who  bad 
spoken  on  the  other  side.  He  nevertheles.H  with- 
drew his  motion  for  postponement. 

Mr.  McLane  further  dwelt  on  the  nature  of  the 
law,  defended  the  interpretation  given  to  it  by 
Mr.  Piokney  and  by  the  Second  Auditor  of  the 
Treasury,  and  urged  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Mallary  read  a  letter  of  the  late  Mr.  Piatt, 
in  which  he  refuses  to  abandon  a  disadvantageous 
contract,  and  resolves  to  go  on  in  supplying  the 
army  at  Detroit,  trusting  to  the  equity  and  libe- 
rality of  the  Government. 

Mr.  Longfellow  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
contract—and  spoke  at  length  in  opposition  to  the 
passage  of  the  bill,  occasionally  referring  to  the 
accounts  in  support  of  his  views. 

Mr.  CuLPEPER  spoke  in  favor  of  the  bill.  He 
had  been  a  member  of  this  House  when  the  claim 
was  first  presented,  and  his  only  doubt  about  the 
bill  was,  whether  it  went  to  the  extent  of  what 
was  due. 

Mr.  McCoy  explained  a  number  of  facts  in  an- 
swer to  Mr.  LoNOfELLOW. 

Mr.  Vance,  of  Ohio,  went  into  the  history  of 
the  contract,  and  of  the  law  which  passed  for  the 
settlement  of  the  accounts  of  Mr.  Piatt,  and  ex- 
plained the  reason  of  the  discrepancy  between  the 
settlement  allowed  by  different  accounting  officers 
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of  the  Treasury,  and  slated  some  of  the  dying  ex- 
pressions of  Mr.  Piatt. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  bill  was 
passed  with  a  single  dissenting  voice. 

An  engrossed  bill  "for  the  relief  of  Arthur  H. 
Henly,"  and  an  engrossed  bill  "releasing  the 
owners  of  the  ship  General  Jackson  from  the  pay- 
ment of  certain  duties,"  were  read  a  third  lime, 
and  passed. 

DONNELSON,  KURD,  AND  OTHERS. 

A  bill  "  for  the  relief  of  John  Donnelson,  Ste- 
phen Hurd  and  others,"  being  taken  up,  Mr.  Cobb 
renewed  the  motion  he  had  made  on  Saturday  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  for  inserting  the  name 
of  Thomas  Carr  in  the  4ih  line  of  the  bill — and 
stated  the  reason  for  such  insertion.  He  went 
into  a  full  statement  of  the  transactions  to  which 
the  bill  refers — and  maintained  that  Carr  had  the 
same  right  to  compensation  with  Donnelson,  Hurd, 
and  others. 

Mr.  Cook  opposed  the  amendment,  and  was 
proceeding  to  adduce  the  reasons  for  the  opposi- 
tion, when  the  hour  of  recess  arrived — and  the 
House  had  a  rece>s  till  4  o'clock. 

The  House  met  after  the  recess  ;  and  the  ques- 
tion being  on  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr. 
Cobb,  to  insert  the  name  of  Thomas  Carr 

Mr.  Whipple  spoke  in  opposition  to  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  WicKLiFFE  moved  indefinitely  to  postpone 
the  bill. 

Mr.  Rankin  opposed  the  indefinite  postpone- 
ment, and  went  at  some  length  into  the  facts  of 
the  claim,  enforcing  the  arguments  he  advanced 
on  Saturday- 

The  Chair  refused  to  take  the  question  on  in- 
definite postponement  until  thai  on  the  amendment 
should  have  been  decided. 

Mr.  Cobb  further  advocated  the  propriety  of 
inserting  the  name  of  Thomas  Carr — referring  to 
documents  to  support  his  arguments. 

Mr.  Cook  followed  on  the  opposite  side,  and 
contended  that  there  was  no  proof  that  Mr.  Carr 
had  performed  any  service  as  a  commissioner. 

Mr.  Forsyth  spoke  in  reply  to  the  gentleman 
fromIllinois,and  contended  thatMr. Carr  had  per- 
formed important  services. 

Mr.  WicKLiFFE  replied  to  Mr.  Rankin;  spoke 
against  the  amendment,  and  referred  to  documents 
to  confirm  the  sentiments  he  advanced. 

Mr.  Whipple  insisted  on  the  grounds  he  had 
formerly  taken,  in  opposition  to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Thompson  argued  that,  though  Mr.  Carr 
had  not  been  engaged  in  exploring  lands,  he 
might,  as  commissioner,  perform  other  important 
duties,  worthy  of  recompense. 

The  question  bein?  then  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment, it  was  carried — ayes  92. 

And  the  bill  was  then  ordered  to  a  third  read- 
ing— ayes  79,  noes  76. 

A  motion  was  made  to  adjourn,  which  was 
lost — ayes  70,  noes  85. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  the 
House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
(Mr.  DwiGBT  in  the  chair.)  on  the  bill  "  for  the 


relief  of  Robert  S.  Forman."  The  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  in  this 
case,  was  read,  and  the  bill  was  reported  and  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Owen,  the  House  went  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  (.Mr.  Eowaros,  of 
North  Carolina,  in  the  chair,)  on  the  bill  confirm- 
ing to  the  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  the 
late  Don  Miguel  de  Esclava,  the  title  to  certain 
lands  in  the  town  of  Mobile.  The  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims  having  been 
read — the  bill  was  reported. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 


Tdesday,  April  27. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Committee 
on  Private  Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Maturin  Guichot;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Firman  and 
others;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  McLane,  from  the  Joint  Committee  of 
Conference,  appointed  on  the  part  of  this  House, 
to  meet  a  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  in 
relation  to  the  Navy  Appropriation  bill,  made  a 
report,  recommending  a  compromise  of  the  differ- 
ence between  the  two  Houses  as  to  the  item  of 
contingent  expenses  of  the  Navy;  which  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Tne  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  case  of  George 
Harlin,  made  in  obedience  to  an  order  of  this 
House,  of  the  20ih  inst. ;  which  report  was  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  which 
is  committed  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  said 
Harlin. 

Mr.  Hamilton  moved  that  the  rule  adopted  on 
Saturday  last  for  holding  a  daily  recess  from  two 
till  four  be  rescinded.  Mr.  Cocke  objected  to  this 
motion,  and  moved  that  it  lie  on  the  table.  And 
the  question  being  taken  on  laying  it  on  the  table, 
it  was  decided  in  the  negative — ayes  41,  noes  70. 
The  question  then  recurring  on  rescinding  the 
rule,  Mr.  Kbemer  opposed  the  motion,  and  called 
for  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  it,  which  were  ordered. 
Mr.  Hamilton  spoke  in  support  of  rescinding  the 
rule.  Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  spoke  in  oppo- 
sition to  it,  and  moved  that  the  further  consider- 
ation of  the  subject  be  postponed  to  to-morrow. 
The  question  on  postponement  was  taken,  and 
decided  in  the  negative — ayes  62,  noes  70.  Mr. 
Warfielo  spoke  in  favor  of  re.scinding;  and  the 
question  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas  100, 
nays  69.     So  the  rule  was  rescinded. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  declaring  the  consent  of  Congress  to  certain 
acts  of  the  State  of  Alabama  ;"  in  which  they  ask 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  bill  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  CoNoicT  moved  the  following  amendment 
to  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  House,  viz: 
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*<  When  •  bill  is  en^roMed  for  a  third  ivmdtng,  it 
•hail  be  handed  bj  the  Clerii  to  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  reporting  it;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty   of 
such  committee   carefully  to   examine   and   compare 
such  engrossed  bill,  and  report  thereon  to  the  House.'' 

The  said  amendmeDt  was  laid  on  the  table 
until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Foot,  ol  Connecticut,  laid  the  following 
resolution  on  the  table,  for  consideration  to-mor- 
row, viz: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  lay  before  this  House,  at  the  next 
session,  a  detailed  report  of  the  system  and  plan  of 
fortifications  as  at  present  contemplated  by  the  Gov- 
ernment and  established  by  the  Board  of  Eni^ineers; 
and  also  the  plans  and  surveys  of  such  fortifications, 
with  an  estimate  of  the  amount  necessary  to  complete 
the  same  ;  and  also  the  amount  expended  on  fortifi- 
cations since  the  year  1815. 

An  engrossed  bill  "  for  the  relief  of  Robert  S. 
Forman"  was  read  a  third  time,  passed,  and  i>ent 
to  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill  "to  authorize  the  President 
to  exchange  five  arpents  of  land  on  the  south  side 
of  the  public  lot  at  Baton  Rouge,  for  an  equal 
quantity  on  the  north  side  of  said  lot,"  was  read 
a  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate  for 
concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill  "for  the  relief  of  the  heirs 
and  legal  representatives  of  John  Donnelson,  Ste- 
phen Hurd,  and  others,"  was  read  a  third  time. 
Mr. Miller  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  but  the 
House  refused  to  sustain  the  call.  The  question 
recurring  on  the  passage  of  the  bill,  it  was  decided 
in  the  negative — ayes  61,  noes  76.  So  the  bill 
was  rejected. 

The  question  then  recurring,  from  yesterday,  on 
ordering  the  bill  "  for  the  relief  of  Don  Miguel  de 
Esclava"  to  a  third  reading,  Mr.  Campbell,  of 
Ohio,  moved  an  amendment,  striking  out  that 
part  of  the  bill  which  confirms  to  M.  de  Esclava, 
among  other  tracts,  the  title  of  5,000  arpents  of 
land,  on  Dog  river,  near  Mobile.  Mr.  Moore,  of 
Alabama,  opposed  the  amendment  at  considerable 
extent,  and  was  replied  to  by  Mr.  Brent,  who 
advocated  the  amendment  on  the  ground  that  the 
establishment  of  the  principle  contained  in  it 
would  bear  hard  on  his  constituents,  as  the  passage 
of  the  section  proposed  to  be  stricken  out,  would 
be  destructive  to  a  large  class  of  land  claims  in 
Louisiana.  Mr.  Owen,  of  Alabama,  spoke  in 
favor  of  granting  ihe  tract  under  discussion,  and 
opposed  the  amendment  at  considerable  length. 
Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  without  going  into 
the  merits  of  the  claim,  moved  that,  as  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  bill  admitted  of  a  great  extent  of  de- 
bale,  and  the  session  was  far  advanced,  and  much 
time  could  not  be  devoted  to  private  claim.i,  the 
bill  be  postponed  till  the  first  day  of  the  next  ses- 
sion ;  which  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill 
was  postponed  accordingly. 

Mr.  Sloane  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the 
vote  rejecting  the  bill  "  for  the  relief  of  Donnelson 
and  others,''  and  the  question  being  taken  on  re- 
considering, it  was  negatived— ayes  73,  noes  74. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole. 


(Mr.  CowDicT  in  the  Chair,)  on  the  bill  "  for  the 
relief  of  Charles  Humphrey."  The  report  on  his 
case  having  been  read,  the  bill  was  reported  to  the 
House,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whittlesey,  the  House  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Blck  in  the 
Chair,)  on  the  bill  "  for  the  relief  of  the  represen- 
tatives of  Elijah  Brush."  The  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims  was  read,  and  the  bill  being  re- 
ported to  the  House,  was  ordered  to  a  third  read- 
ing. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hamilton,  the  House  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Lathrop  in 
the  Chair.)  on  the  bill  "  for  the  relief  of  Joseph 
Mareschall."  The  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Military  Afifairs,  in  this  case,  was  read.  Mr.  Ham- 
ilton moved  to  fill  the  blank  in  the  bill  with  the 
sum  of  $288,  which  was  agreed  to.  Mr.  H.  then 
moved  an  amendment,  remitting  the  costs  of  a 
suit  of  the  United  States  against  Mareschall ; 
which  was  carried.  The  bill  was  then  reported, 
as  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Vinton,  the  Hoase  went  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  ^Mr.  Harvey  in  the 
Chair,)  on  the  bill  "for  the  relief  of  Bazaleel 
Wells."  Mr.  Vinton  stated  the  facts  of  the  case  ; 
and  the  bill  was  reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McCoy,  the  House  went  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Beecher  in  the 
Chair,)  on  the  bill  "  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Smith, 
of  Alexandria."  The  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Claims  was  read.  The  bill  was  then  reported, 
and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Campbell,  of  South  Caro- 
lina, the  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
(Mr.  Sterling  in  the  Chair,) on  the  bill  "for  the 
relief  of  Malachi  Burns."  The  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Private  Land  Claims,  in  this  case,  hav- 
ing been  read,  and  a  small  error  in  the  bill  having 
been  corrected,  it  was  reported,  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McCoy,  the  House  went  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Finolay  in  the 
Chair,)on  the  bill  "for  the  relief  of  Stephen  Brace." 
The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  having 
been  read,  the  bill  was  reported,  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whittlesey,  the  House 
went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Left- 
wiCH  in  the  Chair,)  on  the  bill  "  for  the  relief  of 
Lemuel  Arms. '  The  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Claims  was  read — when  the  bill  was  reported, 
and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whittlesey,  the  House  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Test  in  the 
Chair,)  on  the  bill  "for  the  relief  of  Mareen  Du- 
val." The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims 
was  read.  Mr.  Wright  moved  to  amend  the  bill, 
by  striking  out  $81  93,  and  inserting  $67  18, 
which  was  agreed  to ;  and  the  bill  was  reported, 
and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Eowaros,  of  North  Carolina, 
the  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
(Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio  in  the  Chair.)  on  the 
bills  '•  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Rist,"  and  "  for  the 
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relief  of  John  Hall."  Mr.  Edwahos  staled  the 
case  of  Samuel  Rist,  (an  insane  soldier.)  The 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  and 
Revolutionary  Claims  in  the  case  of  Hall,  stated 
the  circumstances  in  his  case.  Mr.  Forsyth 
moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  adding  to  it  the  fol- 
lowing clause ;  '•  and  to  allow  Lewis  Joseph  Beau- 
lieu  $J50  per  annum,  in  place  of  the  pension  al- 
lowed to  him  by  the  Continental  Congress.  Mr. 
Edwaros  objected  to  the  amendment,  as  being 
not  in  order.  The  Chair  pronounced  it  to  be  in 
order ;  and  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims 
in  the  case  of  Beaulieu,  was  read.  The  amend- 
ment was  rejected,  and  then  the  bill  was  reported, 
and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Willia.ms,  of  North  Caro- 
lina, theHouse  went  intoComtnitteeof  the  Whole, 
(Mr.  Whittlesey  in  the  Chair,)  on  the  bill  "for 
the  relief  of  Joshua  Bennett."  The  report  in  this 
case  being  read,  the  bill  was  reported  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  White,  of  Kentucky,  the 
House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr. 
CoNoicT  in  the  Chair,  on  the  bill  "  for  the  i;elief 
of  Elliot  Rucker."  The  report  of  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  having  been 
read,  the  bill  was  reported  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Little,  the  House  went  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Tomlinsom  in  the 
Chair,  on  the  bill  "for  the  relief  of  Catharine 
Louderman."  A  bill  from  the  War  Department 
on  the  case  of  Louderman,  was  read.  Mr.  Cady 
moved  an  amendment  placing  Thomas  Burk  on 
the  pension  list.  The  Chairman  pronounced  the 
amendment  to  be  out  of  order.  The  bill  was 
then  reported. 

Mr.  McCoy  objected  to  ordering  the  bill  to  a 
third  reading,  as  setting  a  precedent  which  might 
have  extensive  consequences.  Mr.  Culpeper  re- 
plied, and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Little,  the  House  went  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Hogeboom  in  the 
Chair,  on  the  bill  "for  the  relief  of  the  legal  rep- 
resenatives  of  Charles  Bradford."  The  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Pensions  and  Revolutionary 
Claims  in  this  case  having  been  read,  the  bill  was 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  the 
House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr. 
WicKLiFFE  in  the  Chair,  on  the  bill  "  for  the  re- 
lief of  Thomas  Williams."  The  petition  and 
documents  in  this  case  were  read,  and  the  bill  was 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McLane,  the  message  from 
the  Senate,  accompanied  by  a  report  of  the  joint 
commitleeof  conference,  signifying  that  they  had 
receded  from  their  amendment  formerly  insisted 
on  to  the  bill  making  appropriation  for  the  naval 
service  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1824,  and 
proposing  certain  other  amendments,  was  taken  up, 

Mr.  Cocke  spoke  in  opposition  to  one  of  the 
amendments,  which  recognises  per  diem  allow- 
ances for  extra  services  by  officers  of  the  Navy, 
and  he  moved  to  lay  the  bill  and  report  on  the 
table,  but  withdrew  his  .motion  at  the  request  of 
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Mr.  McLanb,  who  urged  a  speedy  pa.ssage  of  the 
bill,  for  which  the  public  service  was  suffering. 
He  explained  the  several  amendments  proposed, 
and  replied  to  the  objections  of  Mr.  Cocke. 

Mr.  Cocke  insisted  on  the  objections,  and  sup- 
ported them  by  a  series  of  remarks,  which  he 
•closed  by  renewing  the  motion  to  lay  the  bill  on 
the  table.  The  motion  was  lost,  and  the  House 
concurred  in  the  report  of  the  committee  of  con- 
ference. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McCoy,  the  House  went  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Allen  in  theChair, 
on  the  bill  "for  the  relief  of  Nathaniel  Jones." 
The  report  in  the  case  having  been  read,  the  bill 
was  reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McCoy,  the  House  went  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Cook  in  the  Chair, 
on  the  bill  "  for  the  relief  of  John  Holliday." 
The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  having 
been  read,  the  bill  was  reported,  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ca.mbreleng,  the  House 
went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr,  Crafts 
in  the  Chair,  on  the  bill  "  for  the  relief  of  Benja- 
min Desobry."  Mr.  Cambreleng  having  stated 
the  circumstances  of  the  case,  the  bill  was  report- 
ed, and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Caoy,  the  House  went  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Culpeper  in  the 
Chair,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jonas  Duncan. 
The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  in 
the  case  having  been  read,  the  bill  was  reported, 
and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKlm,  the  House  went  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Strong  in  the 
Chair,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Wilmot. 
The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
having  been  read,  and  a  blank  date  in  the  bill 
supplied — 

Mr.  Cocke  spoke  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  and 
moved  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause. 

Mr.  McLane  replied,  and  urged  the  judgment 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  Slates  in 
this  case. 

Mr.  Tri.mble  made  some  remarks  on  what  had 
formerly  been  done  in  this  case. 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  explained  the  facts 
to  which  the  bill  refers. 

Mr.  McLane  read  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  made  in  1818,  which  he 
explained  and  enforced. 

Mr.  Cocke  withdrew  his  motion  to  strike  out; 
and  the  bill  was  reported  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading. 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  McCoy,  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Ten  Eyck 
in  the  Chair,  on  the  bill  '-for  the  relief  of  J.  Ot- 
traniare." 

The  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  not  being  in  his  place,  Mr.  McCoy  moved 
that  thecommiiieerise,  and  the  bill  lie  over  till  fur- 
ther information  could  be  given  to  the  committee. 

Before  the  question  was  taken,  the  petition  of 
Mr.  Ottramare  was  read,  and  the  bill  was  re{)ort- 
ed,  but,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tracy,  was  laid  on 
the  table. 
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April,  1824. 


WILLIAM  P.  NIMMO. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whittlesey,  the  House,  by 
a  vote  of  88  to  51,  took  up  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
William  P.  Nimmo. 

Mr.  Whittlesey  having  spoken  in  support  of 
the  passage  of  the  bill — 

Mr.  Williams,  of  IVorth  Carolina,  observed 
that,  since  this  bill  was  formerly  considered,  a 
general  bill  had  been  reported,  proposing  to  make 
provision  for  all  cases  similar  to  that  of  Mr.  Nim- 
mo. If  that  bill  should  pass,  this  one  would  be 
unnecessary  ;  if  not,  it  would  be  wrong  to  distin- 
guish this  sufferer  from  the  others.  He  moved  to 
to  lay  the  bill  again  upon  the  table;  but  with- 
drew the  motion,  to  give  way  to  Mr.  Newton,  who 
advocated  at  length  the  equity  of  the  claim,  and 
pressed  the  passage  of  this  bill.  Mr.  Stbono 
spoke  in  reply,  and  moved  the  postponement  of 
tne  bill  to  the  first  day  of  the  next  session. 

The  question  being  taken  on  this  motion,  it  was 
decided  in  the  negative— ayes  65,  noes  71. 

Mr.  Sharpe  moved  the  reference  of  the  bill  to 
the  same  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the 
general  bill  for  similar  cases  to  the  present. 

The  question  being  taken,  the  votes  stood — 
ayes  70,  noes  69. 

The  Speaker  voting  against  the  recommitment, 
it  was  lost  by  the  equality  of  voles  pro  and  con. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  Mr.  Sandfobd  opposed  and  Mr.  Whittle- 
sey advocated  it.  When  the  question  on  the 
passage  of  the  bill  was  taken,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative — 80  to  66.  So  the  bill  was  passed,  and 
sent  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 


Wednesday,  April  28. 

Mr.  E.  W^hittlesey,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  James, 
Jehu,  and  Nathaniel  Brooks,  accompanied  by  a 
bill  for  their  relief,  or  the  legal  representatives  of 
either  of  them,  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Harvey,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  John  K. 
Carter,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his  relief,  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole.. 

Mr.  CusHMA.N.  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Buildings,  made  the  following  report : 

"  The  Committee  on  the  Public  Buildings,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  resolution  instructing  them  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  purchasing  three  of  Capillan  >*• 
marble  t>usu  of  Washington,  having  bad  the  subject 
under  consideration,  report : 

•*That,  however  UudaMe  it  may  be  in  the  Govern- 
ment to  cbcrish  a  tlisposition  friendjy  to  the  fine  arts, 
and  to  patronize  ingenious  artisans,  or  politic  to  adorn 
our  public  halls  or  libraries  with  the  likenesses  of 
departed  sages  or  heroes,  it  is  in-'xpedient  to  pur- 
chase these  busts,  at  this  time,  under  existing  circum- 
stances." 

Tbe  report  was  concurred  in. 

The  resolution  offered  yesterday,  by  Mr.  Foot, 
of  Connecticut,  calling  on  the  President  of  the 
United  States  for  information  in  relation   to  the 


plans  of  fortification  now  pursued  by  Govcrament, 
was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Cocke  suggested  that  the  inquiry  ought  to 
be  further  extended,  and  wished  that  the  resolu- 
tion should  be  laid  on  the  table  one  day  more, 
that  it  might  be  modified. 

Mr.  Foot  not  acceding  to  this  suggestion,  Mr. 
Cocke  then  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  tbe 
table  ;  which  motion  was  carried. 

Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit : 

For  the  relief  of  James  Duncan  ; 

For  the  relief  of  Lemuel  Arms; 

For  the  relief  of  John  Wilmot  ; 

For  the  relief  of  Joshua  Bennett ; 

For  the  relief  of  Nathaniel  Jones  ; 

For  the  relief  of  John  Holliday  ; 

For  the  relief  of  Charles  Bradford  ; 

For  the  relief  of  Elliott  Rucker ; 

For  the  relief  of  Catherine  Louderman  ; 

For  the  relief  of  Malachi  Burns ; 

For  the  relief  of  Bazaleel  Wells ; 

For  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of  Elijah 
Brush  ; 

For  the  relief  of  Joseph  Mareschal ; 

For  the  relief  of  Charles  Humphreys  ; 

For  the  relief  of  Joseph  Smith  ; 

For  the  relief  of  Mareen  Duval  ; 

For  the  relief  of  Samuel  Rist ; 

For  the  relief  of  William  Hull ; 

For  the  relief  of  Thomas  Williams  ; 

For  the  relief  of  Stephen  Brace  ; 

For  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Desobry ; 
were  severally  read  a  third  time,  passed,  and  sent 
to  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 

The  following  bills,  all  of  a  private  nature,  viz  : 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Hugh  McCulloch  ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Strain  ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  S.  Moffet  ; 

A  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  Columbian  Insti- 
tute, (allowing  the  Institute  the  temporary  use  of 
certain  public  lots  in  Washington  ;) 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Judah  Alden  ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Li^htner; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  Fisher ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Landie  Richardson ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  David  Cooper  ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jacques  Myctte,  Francis 
Charpentrie,  and  Jean  B.  Laducier ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Carroll,  of  Dud- 
dington,  and  others  ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Yandes  ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  David  Beard  ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  L.  Ogden,  and 
others  ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary  H.  Hawkins  ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Solomon  Sibley  ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  J.  M.  C.  Montgomery ;  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Frederick  Perley  ; 
were  severally  considered  and  discussed,  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 
DANIEL  CARROLL. 

On  the  bill  "for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Carroll, 
of  Duddmgton,  and  others,"  an  extensive  debate 
arose. 

Mr.  McCoT  went  at  length  into  a  statement  of 
the  facts  of  the  case,  and  spoke  in  favor  of  the  bill. 


April,  1824. 


Claim  of  Daniel  D.  Tompkint. 


H.  OP  R. 


Mr.  Cocke  opposed  its  passage,  and  moved 
to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause.  Mr.  McCoy 
replied  and  explained  ;  and  a  desultory  debate  arose, 
in  which  Messrs.  Cocke,  McCoy,  Warfield, 
Brent,  Livermore,  Little,  Gazlay,  and  Ross, 
participated — when  the  motion  to  strike  out  the 
enacting  clause  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Hayden  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  stri- 
king out  $1500  and  inserting  $1000;  and  the  de- 
bate was  further  continued  by  Messrs.  McCoy, 
Reynolds,  Letcher,  and  Brent. 

The  question  being  taken,  was  decided  in  the 
negative — ayes  65,  noes  66.  The  Chairman  voted 
in  the  negative.  So  the  amendment  was  lost. 
The  bill  was  then  reported. 

Mr.  Cocke  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  or- 
dering the  bill  to  a  third  reading;  and  the  ques- 
tion being  taken  was  decided — yeas  78,  nays  77, 
as  follows : 

Yb AS— Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Ar- 
cher. Bsylies,  J.  8.  Barbour,  Bassptt,  Brent,  Buchanan, 
Buck,  Cambrejeng,  Cobb.  Collins,  Condict,  Cook, 
Crafts,  Craig,  Cusbman,  Cuthberl,  Durfee,  Dwinell, 
Eaton,  Eddy,  Farrelly,  Foot  of  Connecticut,  Forward, 
Garnett,  Gurley,  Hamilton,  Harvey,  Hayward,  Henry, 
Hogeboom,  Hooks,  Jenkins,  J.  T.  Johnson,  Kent, 
Lalhrop,  Lawrence,  Leftwich,  Litchfield,  McCoy,  Mc- 
Kim,  McLane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Mallarj, 
Matson,  Metcalfe,  Mitchell  of  Maryland,  Neale,  New- 
ton, Owen,  Plumer  of  New  Hampshire,  Poinsett, 
Rankin,  Reynolds,  Ross,  SaunJers,  8loane,  Spence, 
A.  Stevenson,  Strong,  Swan,  Ten  Eyck,  Thompson 
of  Kentucky,  Tomlinson.  Tracy,  Trimble,  Tucker 
of  Virginia.  Vance  of  Ohio,  Van  Wyck,  Warfield, 
Whipple,  Whittlesey,  Williams  of  Virginia,  Williams 
of  North  Carolina,  Henry  Wilson,  Wood,  and  Wright. 

Kat9 — Messrs.   Adams,  .Alexander    of  Tennessee. 
Allen  of  Massachusetts,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Barber  of 
Connecticut,  P.  P.  Barl>our,  Bartlett,  Bartley,  Beecber, 
Blair,    Bradley,    Brown,     Buckner,    Burleigh,    Cady, 
Campbell  of  Ohio,  Cary,  Clark,  Cocke,  Conner,  Day, 
Dwight.  Ellis,  Findlay,  Foote  of  New  York,  Forsyth, 
Frost,  Garrison,  Gallin,  Gazlay,  Gist,  Harris,  Hayden, 
Herrick,    Houston,  Isacks,  F.  Johnson,  Kidder,  K(p- 
mer,  Letcher,  Livermore,  Locke,   Longfellow,   McAr- 
thur,  .Marvin,  Miller,  Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania,  Moore 
of  Kentucky,  Moore  of  Alabama,  Patterson  of  Pennsyl- 
vania,  Patterson  of   Ohio,  Plumer  of   Pennsylvania, 
Richards,    Sandford,    Sharpe,   Sibley,  Arthur    Smith, 
William  Smith,  Spaight,  Standefer,'  Sterling,   Talia- 
ferro,   Taylor,     Teat,    Thompson    of    Georgia,   Tod, 
Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Tyson,  Udree,  Vance  of 
North   Carolina,  Vinton,  Whitman,  Wickliffe,  James 
Wilson,  Wilson  of  South  Carolina,  Wilson  of  Ohio, 
and  Woods. 

To-morrow  was  then  assigned  for  the  third  read- 
ing of  said  bill. 

CLAIM  OF  DANIEL  D.  TOMPKINS. 
A  Message  was  received  from  the  President 
OF   THE    United    States,   which    was   read   as 
follows : 

To  the  House  of  Represeiitattrea  : 

The  House  of  Representativeii  having  referred  back 
the  accounts  and  claims  of  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  late 
Governor  of  New  York,  to  be  settled  on  the  princi- 
ples eiitablished  by  the  report  of  the  committee,  and 
the  law  founded  on  it,   in  the  last  session,  I  have  re- 


considered the  sabject,   and  now  commanicate  the 
result. 

By  the  report  of  the  committee,  which  it  wae  un- 
derstood was  adopted  by  the  House,  it  was  decided 
that  his  accounts  and  claims  should  be  settled  on  tbe 
four  following  principles: 

First.  That  interest  should  be  allowed  him  on  all 
moneys  advanced  by  him  for  the  public,  from  the 
time  of  the  advance  to  that  of  his  being  reimbursed. 

Second.  That  a  reasonable  commission  should  be 
allowed  him  on  all  moneys  disbursed  by  him  during 
the  late  war. 

Third.  That  an  indemnity  should  be  allowed  for  all 
losses  which  be  had  sustained  by  the  failure  of  the 
Government  to  fulfil  its  engagements  to  send  him 
money,  or  Treasury  notes,  within  the  time  specified, 
to  be  deposited  in  certain  banks,  as  collateral  security, 
for  loans  procured  by  him,  at  the  request,  and  on  ac- 
count of,  the  Government. 

Fourth.  That  he  should  not  be  held  responsible  for 
losses  incurred  by  the  frauds  and  failures  of  sai>> 
agents,  to  whom  moneys  were  advanced  through  his 
hands.  . 

On  the  first:  That  of  interest  on  bis  advances  for 
the  public,  I  have  allowed  him  !|I4,438  68.  This  al- 
lowance is  made  on  advances  admitted  by  the  account- 
ing department,  and  on  the  declaration  of  Mr.  Tomp- 
kins that  the  remittances  made  to  him,  after  his  ad- 
vances, and  previous  to  the  24th  of  December,  1814, 
when  a  'verj  large  sum  was  remitted  to  him,  were  ap« 
plied  to  public  purposes,  and  not  to  tbe  reimbursement 
of  his  advances. 

On  the  second  head  :  That  of  a  reasonable  commis- 
sion for  his  disbursements,  during  the  late  war,  I  have 
allowed  him  five  per  cent,  on  the  whole  sum  disbursed 
by  him,  amounting  to  ninety-two  thousand  two  hundred 
and  thirteen  dollars,  thirteen  cents.  I  have  made 
him  this  extra  allowance  in  consideration  of  the  aid 
which  he  afforded  to  the  Government  at  that  import- 
ant epoch,  in  obtaining  tbe  loan  of  a  considerable  part 
of  the  sums  thus  disbursed. 

On  the  third  head:  That  of  an  indemnity  for  losaee 
sustained  by  him,  in  consequence  of  the  failure  of  the 
Government  to  fulfil  its  engagements  to  send  him 
money  or  Treasury  notes  within  the  time  specified,  I 
have  allowed  him  $4,411  25,  being  the  amount  of  the 
loss  sustained  on  the  sale  of  the  Treasury  notes,  for 
which  he  was  responsible. 

On  the  fourth  head:  That  of  losses  sustained  bj 
him  by  any  frauds  or  failures  of  sub-agents,  none 
such  having  been  shown,  no  allowance  whatever  has 
been  made  to  him. 

From  the  amount  thus  allowed  to  Mr.  Tompkins, 
after  deducting  the  sum  paid  him,  under  the  act  of  the 
present  session,  and  the  moneys  charged  to  his  ac- 
count, there  will  remain  a  balance  due  him,  of  $60,- 
236  46,  as  appears  by  the  sketch  herewith  comma- 
nicated. 

In  making  a  final  decision  on  Mr.  Tompkins's 
claims,  a  question  arises,  shall  interest  be  allowed 
him  on  the  amount  of  the  commission  on  his  disburse- 
ments ?  The  law  of  the  last  session  grants  to  tbe 
President  a  power  to  allow  interest  on  moneys  ad- 
vanced by  him  to  the  public,  but  does  not  authorize  it 
on  the  commission  to  be  allowed  on  bis  disbursements. 
To  make  such  allowance  belongs  exclusively  to  Con- 
gress. Had  his  claims  been  settled  at  the  end  of  tbe 
last  war.  on  the  principles  established  by  tbe  law  of 
the  last  session,  a  coramisaion  on  disbursements  would 
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then  htTe  be«n  aJlowed  him.     Tbia  consideration  op-  I 
eratea  with  great  force  in  favor  of  the  allowance  of 
interest  on  that  commission,  at  this  time,  which  I  re- 
commend  to  Congress. 

I  think  proper  to  add  .hat  the  officinl  relation  which 
I  bore  to  Governor  Tompkins,  at  that  very  interesting 
epoch,  under  the  highly  distinguished  and  meritorious 
citizen  under  whom  we  both  served,  enabling  me  to 
feel  very  sensibly  the  value  of  his  services,  excites  a 
strong  interest  in  his  favor,  which  I  deem  it  not  im- 
proper to  express. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
ApmiL  28,  1824. 

The  Message  and  document  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means. 
And  then  the  House  adjourned. 


Thcrsday,  April  29. 

Mr.  Scott,  by  leave  of  the  House,  presented  a 
representation  and  memorial  of  the  Bank  of  Mis- 
souri, by  Thomas  F.  Riddick,  its  agent,  in  rela- 
tion to  its  transactions  with  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment of  the  United  States,  and  praying  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  may  be  directed  to  set- 
tle the  claims  of  the  said  bank,  upon  the  principles 
of  equity. — Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means. 

Mr.  Gazlay  submitted  a  joint  resolution,  for  the 
appointment  of  a  trustee  on  behalf  of  the  United 
Slates,  to  carry  into  execution  an  act  of  Con- 
gress of  3d  March,  1803,  relative  to  a  township 
of  land  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  reserved  for  an  acad- 
emy in  the  grant  of  John  Cleves  Symmes ;  which 
said  resolution  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be 
laid  upon  the  table. 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut, 
calling  on  the  President  of  the  United  Slates  for 
certain  information  respecting  fortifications,  was, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke,  taken  up  and  consid- 
ered. 

Mr.  Cocke  offered  an  amendment  to  strike  out 
the  word  "established,"  (by  the  Board  of  Engi- 
neers,] and  insert  the  word  '*  recommended,"  which 
was  agreed  to. 

At  the  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  the  word  "gov- 
ernment" was  stricken  out,  and  the  word  "Pres- 
ident" inserted  in  its  stead. 

The  question  being«on  adopting  the  resolution, 
as  amended,  some  debate  arose,  in  which  Messrs. 
Cook.  Little,  and  Foot,  took  part. 

Mr.  Poinsett  offered  an  amendment  to  qualify 
the  call  for  information,  by  a  clause  which  limits 
it  to  such  only  as  may  be  communicated  without 
injury  to  the  public  defence. 

Mr.  CoNoicT  moved  that  the  resolution  be  far- 
ther modified  by  adding   to  it  a  clause  in   these 


word* 


so  far  as 


the 


same  has  not  heretofore 
been  communicated."  This  amendment  was  not 
agreed  to,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Little,  the  reso- 
lution was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  following  engrossed  bills  of  a  private  na- 
ture, which  were  yesterday  ordered  to  a  third 
reading,  were  this  day  read  a  third  time,  passed, 
and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concnrrence.  viz  :  " 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Hugh  McCuiloch; 
,  For  the  relief  of  Robert  Strain; 


For  the  relief  of  John  S.  Moffett; 

For  the  benefit  of  the  Columbian  Institute  ; 

For  the  relief  of  Judah  Aldeo ; 

For  the  relief  of  Henry  Lightnerj 

For  the  relief  of  George  Fisher  ; 

For  the  relief  of  Landie  Richardson; 

For  the  relief  of  David  Cooper ; 

For  the  relief  of  Peter  Yandes; 

For  the  relief  of  David  Beard  ; 

For  the  relief  of  Thomas  S.  Ogden  and  others; 

For  the  relief  of  Mary  H.  Hawkins; 

For  the  relief  of  Solomon  Sibley  ; 

For  the  relief  of  J.  M.  C.  Montgomery; 

For  the  relief  of  Frederick  Perley ; 

For  the  relief  of  Daniel  Carroll,  of  Dudding- 
ton,  and  others ; 

On  the  passage  of  this  bill,  Mr.  McArthdr 
called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered. 
Farther  documents  were  read,  and  Mr.  Wil- 
liams, of  North  Carolina,  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims,  spoke  in  favor  of  the  passage  of 
the  bill.  The  question  on  its  passage  was  decided 
by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows:  Yeas  82,  nays  79. 
So  the  bill  was  passed. 

The  following  bills,  of  a  private  nature,  were 
then  considered  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  re- 
ported to  the  House,  and  ordered  to  a  third  read- 
ing, viz: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Morris  Goldsmith  and 
Anthony  Roderick; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Blean  ; 

A  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  to  incorporate 
the  inhabitants  of  the  City  of  Washington  ; 

On  this  bill  some  discussion  arose  between 
Messrs.  Ke.nt,  Neale,  Little,  Culpeper,  and 
Alexa.nder,  of  Virginia. 

Mr.  Alexanoer  offered  an  amendment: 

"  Skc.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  and  Board  of  Common  Council, 
in  joint  meeting,  shall  have  power  to  judge  of  the  le- 
gality of  the  elections,  returns,  and  qualifications,  of 
the  .Mayor,  and  to  order  new  elections  when  they 
maj  deem  the  same  necessary.  And,  in  cases  where 
a  new  election  may  be  ordered,  the  .Mayor  for  the  pre- 
ceding term  shall  continue  to  act  as  such,  until  a 
Mayor  shall  be  elected  and  qualified.  And,  if  the 
Mayor  for  the  preceding  term  shall  be  incapable,  or 
shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  serve  as  such,  then  the  two 
Boards,  in  joint  meeting,  may  elect  a  person  as  Mayor 
until  a  Mayor  shall  be  elected  and  qualified  as  afore- 
said. And,  in  case  the  Mayor  shall,  at  any  lime,  be- 
come incapable  of  acting  as  such,  by  reason  of  ab- 
sence, sickness,  or  disability,  the  two  Boards  may 
elect  a  Mayor,  to  act  until  such  incapacity  or  disa- 
bility shall  be  removed." 

The  question  being  taken,  it  was  decided  in  the 
negative — ayes  53,  noes  67. 

The  bill  being  repcrted  to  the  House,  Mr.  Lit- 
tle offered  the  foregoing  amendment. 

On  this  amendment,  the  debate  was  renewed  by- 
Messrs.  Little,  Cllpepeh,  Neale,  Cook,  Tra- 
cy, and  Taylor;  and  the  question  being  taken, 
it  was  rejected. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Slough  ; 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Fry  and  Spalding; 
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A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Cleaveland  ; 

A  bill  to  compensate  William  Cocke  for  cer- 
tain military  services  rendered  the  United  States 
during  the  late  war  ; 

[This  bill  was  amended  by  a  section  allowing 
to  John  T.  Johnson,  aid  of  General  Harrison  in 
the  late  war,  the  pay  of  a  captain,  together  with 
the  emoluments  usually  allowed  to  the  aids  of 
generals  in  the  militia  service.] 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Dean  Weymouth; 

For  the  relief  of  John  Mitchell; 

For  the  relief  of  John  Topp; 

For  the  relief  of  Archibald  Clark; 

For  the  relief  of  Benjamin  King; 

For  the  relief  of  Maturin  Guichot,  (with  an 
amendment;) 

For  the  relief  of  Joseph  Firman  and  others, 
(with  an  amendment ;) 

For  the  relief  of  James,  Jehu,  and  Nathaniel 
Brooks,  and  the  legal  representatives  of  either  of 
them; 

For  the  relief  of  John  K.  Carter. 

Also,  the  following  bills  from  the  Senate: 

For  the  relief  of  Joseph  Wood,  of  Ohio ; 

For  the  relief  of  Josiah  Hook,  jun. 

This  bill  gave  rise  to  much  debate.  A  motion 
was  made  to  lay  it  on  the  table,  and  negatived. 
Many  documents  were  read.  A  motion  was  made 
to  postpone  indefinitely,  and,  after  extended  argu- 
ment, in  which  Messrs.  Williams  of  North  Caro- 
lina,Longfellow,McCoy,  WEB8TER,and  Whit- 
tlesey, took  part,  the  indefinite  postponement 
was  negatived  by  a  large  majority,  and  the  bill 
was  reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  as 
also  was  the  one  preceding  it. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, reported  a  bill  "  making  appropriations  for 
deepening  the  channel  leading  into  the  harbor  of 
Presque  isle,  and  for  repairing  Plymouth  beach  ;" 
which  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  McCoy,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported  a  bill  "  for  the  relief  of  Edward  and  Owen 
Evans;"  which  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 


Friday,  April  30. 

Mr.  Ranki.n,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  loan  act 
of  Congress,  passed  on  the  13th  day  of  June,  1812, 
entitled  'An  act  making  further  provision  for  set- 
tling the  claims  to  land  in  the  Territory  of  Mis- 
souri," reported  the  same  with  amendments;  and 
the  bill  was  conimitted  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Little  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions 
and  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred 
the  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "  An  act  concerning  invalid  pension- 
ers," made  a  report;  and  the  amendment  was 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Filler,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Edward 
Barnard,  adminisirator  on  the  estate,  dec,  of  John 
B.  Fanning,  deceased,  late  a  purser  in  the  Navy 


of  the  United  States,  accompanied  by  a  bill ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  read  a  third  lime  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Plumer,  of  New  Hampshire,  from  the 
Comrnittee  on  the  Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Robert  Brotherion;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Whipple,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  whom  the  subject  had  been  referred 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  registers  and 
receivers  of  public  money  of  the  several  land  offi- 
ces ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tattnall,  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
and  report,  at  the  next  session  of  Congress  the 
extent  to  which  it  is  expedient  to  adopt  the  system 
ol  defence,  proposed  in  the  several  reports  of  the 
board  of  engineers,  for  the  defence  of  the  maritime 
frontier  of  this  country  ;  the  amount  which  it  is 
estimated  the  works  in  contemplation,  approved 
ot  by  the  committee,  may  cost,  specifying  the  lo- 
cation and  estimated  cost  of  each  particular  work  • 
and  also,  the  amount  which  it  may  be  proper  and 
expedient  to  appropriate  anntuUly  for  gradually 
effecting  the  above  contemplated  plan  of  defence. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  to  au- 
thorize the  issuing  a  register  to  the  brig  William, 
of  New  York,  and   the  said  bill  being  amended 
was  ordered    to   be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third 
time  to-morrow. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Joseph  Hook,  junior,"  was  read  the 
third  time,  and,  being  on  its  passage,  it  was  ordered 
that  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  be  post- 
poned until  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Warfield  offered  the  following: 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repeal- 
ing  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Sute  of  Maryland, 
(so  far  as  the  said  act  extends  to  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia,) passed  in  the  year  1785,  entitled  "An  act  ascer- 
taining what  shall  be  recovered  on  protested  bills  of 
exchange  ;  and  to  repeal  an  act  of  Assembly  therein 
mentioned. 

Mr.  Buchanan  called  on  the  mover  for  an  expla- 
nation, which  was  given  at  length  by  Mr.  War- 
field;  and  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

The  following  engrossed  bills,  viz  : 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Morris  Goldsmith  and 
Anthony  Roderick; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Blean  ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Slough'; 

r^''''^/*^o  '^^  '^^'^^  °^  ^^^  ^^gal  representatives 
of  Fry  &,  Spalding; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Cleveland,  jun. ; 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Dean  Weymouth  • 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Mitchell ;     ' 
A  bill  to  compensate  William  Cocke  for  certain 
military  services  rendered  the  United  States  du- 
ring the  late  war,  and  for  the  relief  of  John  T. 
Johnson  ; 

A  bill  for  theYelief  of  John  Topp; 

A  bill  for  therelief  of  Archibald  Clark; 

A  bill  for  the.relief  of  Benjamin  King; 
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A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Maturin  Guichol; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Firman,  and  others; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  James,  Jehu,  and  Nathan- 
iel Brooks,  and  the  legal  representatives  of  either 
of  them  ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  K.  Carter; 
were,  respectively,  read  a  third  lime,  passed,  and 
sent  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jacques  Myotte,  Fran- 
cois Cbarpentrie,  and  James  B.  Laducier,  having 
been  read,  Mr.  Vinton,  of  Ohio,  moved  for  us 
indefinite  postponement,  on  the  ground  that  there 
was  no  sufficient  evidence  of  the  petiiioner's  hav- 
ing performed  military  services  in  Illinois.  Mr. 
Cook  replied,  and  advocated,  at  length,  the  equity 
of  the  claim.  Mr.  Rankin  strongly  doubted,  and 
thought  the  presumption,  from  the  circumstances 
of  the  case,  was  against  the  claim.  Mr'.  Cook 
farther  defended- its  justice,  in  a  speech  of  consid- 
erable length — to  which  Mr.  Rankin  rejoined, 
and  the  debate  was  farther  continued  by  Messrs. 
Cook,  Vance,  of  Ohio,  Forsyth,  and  Whipple  : 

And  the  question  being  taken  on  Mr.  Vinton's 
motion,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — ayes 
86,  noes  45. 

So  the  bill  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

The  engrossed  bill  "supplementary  to  the  act 
to  incorporate  the  inhabitantsof  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington ;"  and  the  bill  from  the  Senate  "  for  the 
relief  of  Joi=eph  Wood,  of  Ohio  ;"  were  read  a 
third  time,  pcused,  and  sent  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Tucker  moved  to  take  up  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  the  claim  of  the  heirs  of  Bt-aumar- 
chais ;  which  was  agreed  to — ayes  63,  noes  52 ; 
and  the  House  went  into  Committeeof  the  Whole, 
QAt.  Bassett  in  the  Chair,)  on  the  report.  Mr. 
T.,  having  commenced  a  detailed  statement  of  the 
circumtjtances  of  the  claim,  and  made  some  pro- 
gress, the  Committee  rose,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Clay, 
with  an  understanding  that  this  subject  shall  be 
taken  up  on  Monday  next. 

The  following  bills,  viz  : 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of 
Joseph  C.  Boyd  ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Celestin  Moreau,  of  Lou- 
isiana ; 

A  bill  rewarding  the  officers  and  crew  of  two 

figs,  or  small  boats,  under  the  command  of  Lieut, 
rancis  H.  Gregory,  of  the  United  States  Navy  ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Hanson  Kelly  ; 
severally  passed  through Committeesof  the  Whole, 
and  were  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  A.  Stevenson,  from  thecommittee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  in  relation  to  the  accounts  of  Dan- 
iel D.  Tompkins,  reported  a  bill,  (in  blank.) 
"  making  appropriation  lor  the  payment  of  the 
amount  adjudged  to  be  due  to  him  ;''  which  was 
twice  read  and  referred. 

Mr.  A.  Stevenson,  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  ''  authorizing 
the  executors  of  John  B.  Mebane  to  collect  certain 
arrears  of  taxes  ;"  which  was  twice  read,  and  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading  to-mortow. 

Mr.  F.  Johnson  gave  notice,  that  on  Tuesday 
next  be  should  move  the  House  to  take  up  the  bill 


"  to  reduce  one  of  the  several  acts  establishing  and 
regulating  the  Post  Office  Department." 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  for  the  relief  of  James 
Johnson,  passed  through  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  "  for  the  relief  of  the 
legal  representatives  of  Andrew  Mitchell,  de- 
ceased," was  taken  up. 

On  a  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke,  indefinitely  to  post- 
pone this  bill,  (which  is  for  the  remission  of  duties 
j  on  a  still,  not  worked  while  its  owner  was  a  vol- 
unteer officer  in  the  late  war,)  a  considerable  de- 
bate arose,  in  which  Messrs.  Cocke,  McCoy, 
Brown,  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  Buchan- 
an, WARFiELn,  Livermore,  and  Whipple,  took 
part.  And  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  deci- 
ded in  the  negative — ayes  61,  noes  65 ;  and  the 
bill  was  then  ordered  to  a  third  reading — ayes  67, 
noes  54. 

The  following  bills  from  the  Senate,  viz  : 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Napier,  Rapelye,  and 
Bennett,  of  Charleston,  South  Carolina; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Noah  Smith,  of  Maine ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Dean  Weymouth,  (with 
an  amendment,  includingtwoother  invalid  soldiers 
in  the  increase  of  pension  given  by  the  bill ;) — 

Were,  respectively,  considered  in  Committeeof 
the  Whole,  and,  having  been  reported  to  the  House, 
were  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  Venable  and  Jane 
Morgan, wasaraended  in  Committee  of  ihe  Whole, 
and,  having  been  reported  to  the  House,  was  laid 
on  the  table;  and  then  the  House  adjourned. 


Saturhay,  May  1. 

Mr.  Pll'MER,  of  New  Hampshire,  from  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Elisha  Snow,  junior  ;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committeeof  the 
Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Committee  on 
Private  Land  Claims,  to  which  was  recommitted 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  Harlin,  reported 
the  same  without  amendment ;  it  was  then  ordered 
that  the  bill  be  postponed  indefinitely. 

The  following  engrossed  bills,  viz  : 

A  bill  to  authorize  the  executors  of  John  B. 
Mebane  to  collect  certain  arrears  of  taxes  ; 

A  bill  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  a  register  to 
the  brig  William,  of  New  York  ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  administrator  of  John 
B.  Fanning,  deceased,  late  a  purser  in  the  Navy 
of  the  United  States; 

And  the  following  bills  from  the  Senate,  viz : 

For  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of 
Joseph  C.  Boyd,  (late  district  paymaster  of  the 
State  of  Maine  ;) 

For  the  relief  of  Celestin  Moreau,  of  Louisiana ;. 

For  the  relief  of  Hanson  Kelley  ; 

For  the  relief  of  James  Johnson  ; 

For  the  relief  of  Napier,  Rapelye,  and  Bennett, 
and  Petrie,  and  Viell ; 

For  the  relief  of  Noah  Smith,  of  Maine — as 
amended  ; 

For  the  relief  of  Dean  Weymouth — as  amended  -^ 
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H.  or  R. 


For  rewarding  the  officers  and   crews  of  two 
gigs  or  small  boats,  under  the  command  of  Lieu- 
tenant Francis  H.  Gregory,  of  the  United  States 
Navy ; 
were  respectively  read  a  third  time,  and  passed ; 

A  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  the  legal 
representatives  of  Andrew  Mitchell,  deceased,  was 
read  a  third  time — and  then,  on  motion,  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  P.  P.  Barbour  moved  to  postpone  the  pre- 
vious orders  of  the  day,  and  take  up  a  bill  to  al- 
low further  time  to  complete  the  issuing  and  locat- 
ing of  military  land  warrants. 

The  bill  was  taken  up;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Taylor,  it  was  amended,  by  striking  out  "two" 

i years)  and  inserting  "  five,"  and  it  was  then  or- 
ered  to  a  third  reading  this  day. 

A  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  Walter 
S.  Chandler  and  Samuel  Ward,  after  considerable . 
discussion,  was  laid  on  the  table. 

A  bill  from  the  Senate,  "  to  allow  further  time 
to  complete  the  issuing  and  locating  of  military 
land  warrants;"  was  read  a  third  time,  passed,  and 
sent  to  the  Senate. 

A  bill  from  the  Senate,  "confirming  the  claim 
of  Peter  H.  Hobart  and  Lewis  Judson,"  was  read 
a  third  time,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

The  following  bills  from  the  Senate — 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Amasa  Stetson,  with  an 
amendment ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Gwynn  ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Firman  Le  Sieur ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Alfred  Moore  and  Sterl- 
ing Orgain,  assignees  of  Morris  Linsey  ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thaddeus  Mayhew  ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Captain  Thomas  Stani- 
ford  ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elijah  Van  Syckel,  of 
Philadelphia  ; 

A  bill  enclosing  the  burial  ground  of  Christ 
Church,  Washington  Parish  ; 

Also,  the  following  engrossed  bills,  viz  : 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ichabod  Lord  Skinner; 

A  bill  fur  the  relief  of  J.  Ottremare  ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Edward  Evans  ; 
.    A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Brotherton  ;  and 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  the  le- 

fal  representatives  of  the  late  Benjamin  Lincoln, 
)avid  Humphreys,  and   Silas  Griffin,  were  re- 
spectively considered  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 
And  the  House  adjourned. 


Monday,  May  3. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  an  attested 
copy  of  a  resolution  adopted  by  the  General  As- 
sembly of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  "  approving 
of  the  declaration  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  in  favor  of  the  cause  of  liberty  in  the  West- 
ern hemisphere ;"  which  resolution  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  to'which  was  referred  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 


lief of  Hezekiah  Langley  and  Benjamin  M. 
Belt,"  made  a  detailed  report  thereon,  recommend- 
ing that  the  said  bill  be  postponed  indefinitely  ;  and 
the  bill  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Ca.mpbell,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Committee 
on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  which  was  recom- 
mitted the  bill  confirming  to  the  heirs  and  legal 
representatives  of  the  late  Don  Miguel  Esclava 
sundry  claims  to  land  in  the  city  and  county  of 
Mobile,  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  reported  the 
same  with  an  amendment;  which  was  read  and 
agreed  to  ;  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Plumer,  of  New  Hampshire,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  to  which  was  referred  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  declaring 
the  consent  of  Congress  to  certain  acts  of  the 
State  of  Alabama,"  reported  the  same  without 
amendment,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a 
third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam Kellog,  made  a  report  thereon,  accompanied 
by  a  bill  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  a  register  for 
the  schooner  Five  Sisters  ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time, 
on  Wednesday  next. 

The  following  engrossed  bills,  viz: 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Brotherton ; 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Edward  Evans; 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  J.  Ottremare; 
i^ere   severally  read   a    third    time,   passed,  and 
sent  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 

The  following  bills  from  the  Senate,  viz: 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Gwynn,  of  Bal- 
timore ; 

A  bill  to  authorize  the  settlement  of  the  ac- 
counts of  Benjamin  Lincoln  and  others; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elijah  Van  Syckel,  of 
Philadelphia; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ichabod  Lord  Skinner; 
A  bill  for  enclosing  the  burial  ground  of  Christ 
Church,  Washington  parish; 

A  bill  for  the  l^nefit  of  Alfred  Moore  and  Ster- 
ling Organ,  assignees  of  Morris  Linsey; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Firmin  Le  Sieur; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thaddeus  Mayhew,  as 
amended  ; 

A   bill   for   the   relief  of  Amasa    Stetson,  as 
amended  ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Captain  Thomas  Stani- 
ford  ; 

were  severally  read   a   third   time,   passed,  and 
returned  to  the  Senate. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letteir 
from  Thomas  J.  Roqers,  resigning  his  seat  as  a 
member  of  this  House,  from  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
J  vania;  which  was  laid  on  the  table;  and  it  was 
ordered  that  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania  be 
informed  of  the  vacancy  occabioned  by  this  resig- 
nation. 

CLAIM  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 
Mr.  Hamilton,  of  South  Carolina,  from   the 
Military  Committee,  to  which  was  referred  the 
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Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  on 
the  claim  of  Massachusetts  for  services  rendered 
by  the  militia  of  that  State  during  the  late  war 
with  Great  Britain,  made  a  report,  accompanied 
by  a  bill  "  to  authorize  the  settlement  and  pay- 
ment of  the  claims  of  the  State  of  Massachu- 
setts for  certain  services  rendered  during  the  late 
war."     The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  report : 

The  Committee  on  Militaty  Affairs,  to  which  was 
referred  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  •'  on  the  claim  of  Massachusetts  for  services 
rendered  by  the  militia  of  that  Stale  during  the  late 
war  with  Great  Britain,"  beg  leave  most  respectfully  to 
report : 

That,  in  considering  the  subject  submitted  to  their 
investigation,  they  have  been  fully  impressed  with  its 
intrinsic  importance,  and  its  association  with  events 
which  were  once  the  occasion  of  much  sensibility  and 
eicitement.  They  trust,  however,  that  ihey  have  ap- 
proached the  discussion,  devoid  of  all  prejudice,  with 
an  honest  desire,  in  doing  justice,  to  sustain  those 
great  principles  of  concord  and  power,  which  are  es- 
sential to  the  durability  of  this  Union. 

Your  committee  deem  it  entirely  unnecessary  that 
they  should  recite  all  the  circumstances  comprising  a 
history  of  this  claim,  as  they  are  generally  known  to 
the  nation,  and  are  to  be  found  in  an  authentic  shape, 
in  the  documents  accompanying  the  President's  Mes- 
sage. To  this  source  your  committee  would  ask  a 
special  reference. 

It  will  be  sufficient  for  present  purposes  to  premise, 
that  a  large  portion  of  the  claim  of  Massachusetts 
does  not  appear  to  be  affected  by  those  Constitutional 
difficulties  which  so  long,  in  the  consideration  of  th'e 
Executive  of  the  United  States,  operated  as  an  im- 
pediment to  its  adjustment. 

Your  committee  are  unanimously  of  opinion   that 
the  services  rendered  by  the  militia  of  MassachusetU, 
which  may  be  considered  beyond  all  exception,  and 
as  entitled  to  remuneration,  are  comprised  in  a  class 
of  cases  in  which,  by  the  spontaneous  impulse  of  the 
militia,  with  or  without  the  sanction  of  the  Executive 
of  that  State,  or  with  or  without  a  requisition  on  the 
part  of  the  officer  of  the  United  States  commanding 
the  department,  they  assembled,  either  for  the  purpose 
of  repelling  actual  invasion,  or  under  a  well   founded 
apprehension  of  invasion.     It  is,  in  fact,  on  this  prin- 
cijile,  and  on  this  principle  only,  that  the  claims  for 
militia  services  of  the  various  States  have  been  audited 
and  allowed  at  the  Department  of  War.      Services  of 
this  description,  patriotically  performed,  ought  not  to 
be  prejudiced  by  a  pre-existing  difference  of  opinion 
between  the  Executive  of  Massachusetts  and  the  com- 
manding ofRcer  of  the  United  Slates  forces,  as  to  an 
abstract  construction  of  the  Constitution,  when  such 
a  difference  of  opinion  appears  to  have  had  no  sort  of 
effect  on  the  extent  and  character  of  the  services  af- 
forded.    But,  on  the  other  hand,  your  committee  are 
equally   unanimous   in   declaring    that,    in    all    cases 
where  the  acts  of  the  Executive  of  Massachusetts  gave 
a  direction  to  the  services  of  the  militia  of  that  State, 
in  opposition  to  the  views  of  the  General  Government, 
the  claim  for  such  services  is  altogether  inadmissible  ; 
for  these,  the  government  of  Massachusetts    may  be 
considered  to  have  incurred  an  ulterior  aud  exclusive 
responsibility  to  her  own  people. 

Your  committee  waive  the  discussion  of  the  ques- 
tion how  far  the  renunciation,  on  the  part  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive and  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts; 


of  the  unconstitutional  principles  on  which  the  then 
Governor  of  that  State  acted,  in  the  early  stages  of 
the  war,  is  necessary  to  the  allowance  of  any  portion 
of  the  claims  of  the  State  for  the  services  in  question. 
These  claims,  when  first  presented  for  adjustment, 
immediately  after  the  late  war,  were  considered  rather 
in  the  mass,  than  in  reference  to  the  particular  items 
of  which  they  are  composed.  la  fact,  at  that  early 
period,  the  principles  on  which  the  claims  fur  militia 
services  ought  to  be  audited  and  allowed,  were  but 
imperfectly  fixed.  The  subsequent  presentation  and 
examination  of  the  claims  of  the  several  States,  for 
such  services,  have  shed  much  light  on  this  subject, 
and  have  afforded  many  advantages  at  the  present 
moment  in  examining  those  of  Massachusetts.  Dis- 
tinctions, important  to  the  elucidation  of  principles, 
and  to  the  ascertainment  of  justice,  have  been  taken, 
and  sustained,  which  might  naturally  have  been  over- 
looked at  the  commencement  of  the  discussion. 

Your  committee,  however,  cannot  abstain  from  in* 
dulgini;  in  one  remark,  that,  if  the  fact  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  Massachusetts  having  declined,  for  some  years 
subsequent  to  the  late  war,  to  renounce  the  unconsti- 
tutional doctrines  of  her  then  Executive,  as  developed 
in  the  opinions  of  the  judges  of  her  supreme  judicial 
court,  can  be  supposed  ever  to  have  borne  upon  that 
portion  of  the  claim  which  the  committee  have  recom- 
mended for  payment,  the  recent  disavowal  of  her  pre- 
sent Executive  and  Legislature  furnishes  at  least  a 
belief  that  all  danger  of  a  future  collision  between  the 
General  Government  and  the  States,  in  reference  to 
the  authority  of  the  former  over  the  militia  of  the  lat- 
ter, has  been  permanently  removed.  In  this  light, 
the  committee  cannot  but  regard  the  renunciation  as 
honorable  to  the  Chief  .Magistrate  and  Legislature  of 
Masachuseits,  and  as  highly  useful  in  fixing  the  true 
interpretation  of  the  Constitution,  on  an  interesting 
and  important  point.  This  disavowal, in  consonance, 
as  it  is  affirmed,  with  the  sentiment  of  the  great  mass 
of  the  people  of  Massachusetts,  is,  indeed,  a  reitera- 
tion of  the  language  which  was  expressed  by  the 
Senate  of  that  State,  as  early  as  October,  1812,  at  the 
moment  when  the  unfortunate  irritation  between  the 
National  and  State  functionaries  wa«  most  exaspera- 
ted, and  when  remuneration  for  these  se'rvices  formed 
neither  a  subject  of  calculation  or  desire. 

Your  committee,  in  conclusion,  recommend  that, 
in  all  cases  where  the  militia  of  the  State  of  .Massa- 
chusetts were  called  out  in  conformity  with  the  desire 
of  an  officer  of  the  General  Government,  or  to  repel 
actual  invasion,  or  under  a  well-founded  apprehension 
of  invasion,  during  the  late  war,  the  claim  of  the  State 
for  such  militia  services  be  allowed,  under  the  usual 
rules  of  auditing  and  allowing  similar  claims ;  pro- 
vided the  number  of  troops  so  called  out  were  not  in 
undue  proportion  to  the  exigency. 

Your  committee  likewise  recommend  that  the  claims 
of  Massachusetts,  not  comprehended  in  the  above  de- 
scription of  cases,  be  disallowed.  And,  in  confor- 
mity with  the  foregoing  principles,  ask  leave  to  report 
a  bill. 

Mr.  Hamilton  moved  to  refer  this  report  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  stale  of  the 
Union. 

Mr.  Cobb,  of  Georgia,  objected  to  this  course, 
as  giving  undue  preference  to  this  over  other  busi- 
ness. He  wished  it  to  be  referred  in  the  usual 
course  of  business,  for  the  purpose  of  discussion, 
simply  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 


Mat,  1824. 


Proposed  Adjournment. — Occupying  Claimant  Lavs. 


H.  or  R. 


Mr.  Hamiltow  urged  the  importance  of  this 
claim,  as  claiming  from  them  urgent  considera- 
tion. The  course  which  he  now  proposed  had 
been  pursued  in  regard  to  certain  claims  of  the 
State  of  Georgia,  and  he  thought  the  claims  now 
reported  upon  were  at  least  equally  entitled  to  at- 
tention from  the  House.  The  misrepresentation 
in  some  cases,  and  misunderstanding  in  others, 
under  which  this  claim  labored,  rendered  it  highly 
expedient  that  it  should  have  a  prompt  examina- 
tion, when  he  had  no  doubt  of  being  able  to  satisfy 
the  House  of  the  expediency  of  providing  for  its 
liquidation,  dec. 

Mr.  Cobb  said  he  did  not  mean  to  utter  a  single 
word  in  opposition  to  the  justice  of  this  claim. 
It  was  very  probable  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  might  be  able  to  convince  even  incre- 
dulity itself  on  the  subject.  My  only  objection  to 
the  proposed  reference  is,  said  Mr.  C.,  that  there 
is  no  resemblance  between  this  case  and  that  of 
the  Georgia  militia  claims,  to  which,  I  presume, 
the  gentleman  refers;  but,  if  there  were,  that  the 
subject  of  those  claims  of  Georgia  is  before  an  or- 
dinary committee,  and  not  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union.  I  am  willing 
to  give  this  claim  the  same  direction  as  they  have 
received. 

Mr.  Hamilton  said,  that,  with  regard  to  the 
Georgia  militia  claim  he  knew  it  had  taken  that 
direction.  The  claim  of  Georgia  to  which  he  al- 
luded, however,  was  that  last  reported  upon,  re- 
specting the  Indian  reservations  within  the  limits 
of  that  State. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Hamilton,  and  decided  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cobb,  the  report  was  then 
referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
PROPOSED  ADJOURNMENT. 
Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  from  the  joint 
committee  appointed  to  consider  the  subject  of  the 
day  for  terminating  the  present  session  of  Con- 
cress,  reported  an  amendment  to  the  resolution 
from  the  Senate  on  that  subject,  proposing  to 
substitute  the  ninetetnth  day  of  May  for  the  day 
proposed  by  the  Senate. 

The  question  being  on  agreeing  to  the  amend- 
ment thus  reported — 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  professed  himself, 
for  one,  to  be  unprepared  to  vole  upon  this  ques- 
tion now,  for  want  of  the  means  of  ascertaining 
what  time  would  be  required  for  the  completion 
of  all   the  necessary  buMness   before  the   House. 
Adverting  to   the   committee  appointed   on   Mr. 
Edwards's  address,  ke  remarked,  that,  although  he 
should  be  as  unwilling  to  institute  such  an  inves- 
tigation as  any  member  of  the  House,  yet,  having 
constituted  a  committee  for  that  investigation,  he 
was,  for  one,  unwilling  to  terminate  the  session, 
until  It  was  completed.    Until,  therefore,  he  could 
know   when    that   investigation    would   end,    he 
could  not  give  his  consent  to  any  proposition  fix- 
ing a  day  lor  the  adjournment.     We  shall  prob- 
ably have  satisfactory  information  on  this  subject 
within  a  few  days,  and  to  give  the  House  time  to 
receive  it,  he  would  move  that  the  report  of  this 
committee  should  lie  on  the  table. 


Mr.  Taylor  said,  if  the  gentleman  had  in- 
tended to  address  an  inquiry  to  him  as  to  the  time 
at  which  the  committee  of  investigation  might  be 
able  to  report,  he  could  only  answer,  that  he  had 
no  information  to  communicate  to  the  House  on 
that  point,  except  that  the  committee  in  question 
were  actively  engaged  in  the  discharge  of  their 
duty.  The  joint  committee  had  confined  their 
inquiry  and  report  to  the  legislative  business  before 
the  House. 

Mr.  McLane  here  rose,  and  said  he  had  not  in- 
tended to  direct  an  inquiry  to  the  gentleman  as  a 
member  of  the  committee  of  investigation — he 
did  not  think  it  would  have  been  proper  to  do  so. 
Believing,  however,  that  this  House  ou»ht  not  to 
fix  on  a  day  of  adjournment  before  it  finishes  its 
proper  business,  he  moved  to  lay  the  report  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Stevenson  wished  to  have  it  postponed  to 
a  day  certain,  and  named  Monday  next,  to  which 
Mr.  McLane  assented.  Mr.  Bassett,  however, 
renewed  the  motion  to  lay  the  report  upon  the 
table. 

On  this  question,  which  admits  of  no  debate, 
Mr.  Allen  required  the  yeas  and  nays,  which 
were  ordered  and  taken  accordingly.  There  were 
for  the  motion,  101  ;  against  it,  78. 

So  the  report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

OCCUPYING  CLAIMANT  LAWS,  Ac. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Letcher,  of  Kentucky,  the 
House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
.Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  Mr  Duight  in 
the  Chair,  on  the  remonstrance  addressed  to  the 
Congress  of  the  United  Slates,  bv  the  Slate  of 
Kentucky,  on  the  subject  of  the  decision  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  in  the  case  of  Green  vs.  Biddle, 
involving  the  constitutionality  of  the  occupying 
claimant  laws  of  Kentucky,  as  they  are  usually 
called. 

Mr.  Letcher  then  submitted  a  proposition,  ia 
the  following  words: 

"  Resolved,  That  provision  ought  to  be  made  by 
law,  requiring,  in  any  cause  decided  in  the  Supreme 
Court,  in  which  shall  be  drawn  in  question  the  valid- 
ity of  nnf  part  of  the  constitution  of  a  State,  or  of 
any  act  passed   by  the   Legislature  of  a  State,  that 

justices  shall  concur  in  pronouncing  such  part 

of  the  said  constitution  or  act  to  be  invalid  ;  and  that, 
without  the  concurrence  of  that  number  of  said  jus- 
tices, the  part  of  the  constitution,  or  act  of  the  Legis- 
lature, as  the  case  may  be,  so  drawn  in  question, 
shall  not  be  deemed,  or  holden,  invalid. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  justices  aforesaid,  in  pronounc- 
ing their  judgment  in  any  such  cause,  as  aforesaid, 
ought  to  be  required,  by  law,  to  give  their  opinions, 
with  their  respective  reasons  therefor,  separately  and 
distinctly,  if  the  judgment  of  the  Court  be  against  the 
I  validity  of  the  part  of  the  constitution  or  act  drawn  in 
j  question,  as  aforesaid. 

I  "  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
'  be  instructed  to  report  a  bill  in  conformity  to  the  pce- 
1  ceding  resolutions."  ^ 

Mr.  Letcher  observed  that,  in  the  much  cele- 
brated and  never  to  be  forgotten  case  of  Green  vs. 
Biddle,  the  judgment  pronounced  and  the  princi- 
ples decided  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
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States,  haii  given  great  alarm  to  the  people  of  Ken- 
tucky. As  ihat  was  a  case  which  bore  upoD  the 
present  quesiion,  and  which,  indeed,  had  imme- 
diately led  to  the  resolutions  and  memorial  now 
before  the  committee,  it  might  not  be  irrelevant 
for  hirn  to  take  a  very  brief  review  of  it. 

He  did  nut  intend,  he  said,  to  make  a  tedious 
law  argument ;  he  would,  however,  suggest,  in 
the  threshold,  if  any  gentleman,  from  Virginia  or 
elsewhere,  felt  the  slightest  wish  to  attempt  to 
maintain  that  decision  as  correct,  upon  any  of  the 
well-settled  doctrines  of  the  law,  without  wishing 
to  be  understood  as  using  language  of  a  gasconad- 
ing character,  he  would  say,  the  limited  delega- 
tion from  Kentucky  were  ready,  at  any  time,  and 
before  any  tribunal,  to  meet  them. 

In  the  year  ITSy,  Kentucky,  then  an  integral 
part  of  Virginia,  and  being  desirous  of  becoming 
an  independent  State  of  the  Federal  Union,  en- 
tered into  a  compact  with  Virginia,  with  a  view 
to  a  separation  for  that  end.  It  consisted  of  eight 
articles;  one  of  which  was  drawn  into  dispute 
in  the  case  to  which  he  had  alluded  ;  and  the  de- 
cision of  the  Supreme  Court  upon  it,  had  virtually 
declared  that  Kentucky,  although  nominally  a 
sovereign  and  free  State,  has,  nevertheless,  no 
legi.slaiive  jurisdiction  over  her  own  soil.  She 
is  a  sovereign  Slate  ;  but  yet  has  no  power  to 
pass  any  law  for  the  aid,  the  convenience,  the 
comfort,  and  the  protection,  of  her  own  citizens. 
Thil  decision,  the  people  of  Kentucky  had  viewed 
as  a  most  ruinous  and  extraordinary  one  ;  and  it 
js  only  because  they  have  entertained  the  liveliest 
hope  that  the  case  still  admits  of  some  remedy, 
that  a  greater  excitement  has  not  prevailed. 

But  what,  said  Mr.  L.,  are  the  laws  of  Ken- 
tucky, which  that  decision  lias  pronounced  a  vio- 
lation of  the  compact,  and  therefore  unconstitu- 
tional ?  and  what  were  the  circumstances  under 
which  they  were  enacted  ?  The  first  act  of  the 
Kentucky  Legislature  passed  in  the  year  1797, 
the  second  in  1812.  Each  had  for  its  object,  in 
case  of  his  eviction,  by  a  paramount  title,  to  secure 
to  the  occupant,  who  had  settled  upon  the  land  in 
good  faith,  believing  it  to  be  his  own,  and  who 
had  made  valuable  improvements  upon  the  same, 
a  reasonable  compensation  for  those  improve- 
ments. 

The  necessity  of  these  several  laws  grew  out  of 
the  condition  of  the  country.  The  early  settlers 
of  the  Stale  had  to  contend  with  the  most  com- 
plicated and  appalling  difficulties.  They  had  not 
only  tp  encounter  every  species  of  toil,  of  peril, 
and  of  suffering,  incident  to  the  settlement  of  an 
unexplored  wilderness,  but  they  had  to  struggle 
with  a  formidable  and  savage  foe,  in  a  war  of  Ten 
years'  duration.  When,  sir,  they  had  conquered 
ihis  enemy,  and  in  some  small  degree  begun  to 
enjoy  the  fruits  of  their  efforts,  innumerable  clamis 
were  set  up  to  the  land,  which  they  had  first  con- 
^ered  and  then  defended;  claims  which  grew 
«t  of  the  mistaken  policy,  not  of  Kentucky,  but 
Virginia.  That  policy  had  literally  covered  the 
country  over  and  over  again  with  a  great  variety 
of  conflicting  claims.  These  adverse  claims  ne- 
cessarily occasioned,  to  the  first  settlers,  the  great- 


est distress,  and  trouble,  and  litigation.  The  early 
adventurer  to  the  country,  who  had  experienced 
every  sort  of  privation,  was  very  illy  requited  for 
his  boldness,  his  industry,  and  his  enterprise.  Just 
after  he  had  been  able  to  obtain  a  good  tract  of 
I  land,  to  build  houses,  to  clear  fields,  with  the  most 
flattering  prospects  before  him  of  providing  for  a 
dependent  family  ;  at  the  moment  he  was  prepared 
for  the  enjoyment  of  quiet  and  repose,  suddenly 
he  found  himself  expelled  from  the  possession  of 
the  very  farm  he  had  been  laboring  to  improve ; 
with  nothing  left  him,  but  the  privilege  of  buying 
and  improving  another  place,  and  again  losing  it 
at  law,  without  the  most  distant  hope  of  compen- 
sation for  his  labor  thus  employed  upon  it.  Such 
was  the  melancholy  condition  of  the  firs;  settlers 
in  Kentucky.  This  state  of  things  brought  about 
the  injurious  practice  of  buying  and  selling  every 
sort  of  land  claim,  some  real,  others  fictitious  ;  of 
alarming  the  ignorant  and  illiterate;  of  extort- 
ing money  for  a  compromise;  of  swindling,  ia 
all  its  various  moods  and  tenses — in  short,  sir, 
of  creating  a  system  of  speculation,  of  fraud,  and 
oppression,  from  the  effects  of  which  we  shall 
never,  I  fear,  be  able,  to  get  entirely  rid.  The  ex- 
istence of  such  afflicting  evils  required  a  speedy 
remedy;  that  remedy  was  the  immediate  pas>iage 
of  the  law  of  1797.  It  was  a  just  and  beneficent 
law,  imperiously  called  for  by  existing  circum- 
stances, demanded  by  every  consideration  of  jus- 
tice, and  moj^t  salutary  in  its  operation.  It  is  a 
duty,  said  Mr.  L.  which  every  Government  owes 
to  each  and  all  its  citizens,  to  furnish  every  means 
in  its  power  to  diffuse  among  them  happiness,  con- 
tentment, and  equal  rights — to  reward  industry,  by 
protecting  every  one  in  the  free  enjoyment  of  the 
benefits  of  his  own  labor,  and  to  prevent  the  cun- 
ning and  the  idle  part  of  the  community  from  fat- 
tening upon  the  proceeds  of  their  neighbors'  hard 
earnings.  The  Legislature  of  Kentucky,  there- 
fore, in  the  enaction  of  those  laws,  acted  correctly, 
if  they  were  not  already  precluded  from  the  rights 
of  legislation  over  the  soil  of  the  State,  by  the 
terms  of  the  compact.  Now,  what  are  the  pro- 
visions of  this  compact,  which  bear  upon  this  ques- 
tion, and  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  court, 
amount  to  a  consent  upon  the  part  of  Kentucky 
never  to  exercise  legislative  rights  in  connexion 
with  her  freehold  ? 

The  third  article,  to  which  the  court  refers,  in 
exclusion  of  the  residue,  to  maintain  the  correct- 
ness of  their  opinion,  is  in  the  following  words: 
"That  ail  private  rights  and  interests  of  lands 
'  within  the  said  district,  derived  from  the  laws  of 
'  Virginia,  prior  to  such  separation,  shall  remain 
'  valid  and  secure,  under  the  laws  of  the  proposed 
'  Slate,  and  shall  be  determined  by  the  laws  now 
'  existing  in  this  State." 

To  understand  correctly  the  meaning  of  the 
words  expressed  in  the  foregoing  provision,  by  the 
contracting  parlies,  it  becomes  important  to  look 
to  the  relative  condition  of  each,  and  to  ascertain 
the  contemplated  object  of  ihecontract.  Kentucky, 
unprotected  and  unaided,  had  experienced  all  the 
fortunes  and  ail  the  horrors  of  an  Indian  war. 
She  had  waded  through  her  troubles,  had  been 
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weighed  in  the  balance,  and  not  found  wanting; 
had  borne  down  every  opposing  obstacle,  and 
proved  herself  worthy  of  enjoying  all  the  blessing?, 
the  privileges,  and  immunities,  of  a  free  and  sov- 
ereign Slate.  She  petitioned  Virginia  to  aid  her 
in  obtaining  them.  Virginia  was  ready,  willing, 
and  anxious  to  render  her  every  facility.  All  the 
feelings  of  Virginia  towards  her  were  of  the  most 
partial  and  benevolent  character ;  she  felt  as  a  pa- 
rent to  a  child.  Indeed,  there  existed  mutual  af- 
fection ;  each  understood  well  the  situation  of  the 
other.  In  this  state  of  things,  they  made  the  com- 
pact. The  object  was — what?  Why,  to  enable 
Kentucky  to  set  up  for  herself;  to  confer  upon  her 
the  right  of  enacting  laws  to  suit  her  condition  ; 
to  adopt  such  regulations  as  were  most  conducive 
to  her  own  interest,  and  to  superintend  her  own 
internal  affairs  in  a  manner  most  agreeable  to  her 
own  will,  free  from  any  and  every  control  of  the 
mother  country. 

How,  then,  are  you  to  interpret  the  words  of  the 
stipulation  just  referred  to?  The  first  and  best 
rule  is,  to  use  as  much  common  sense  as  you  can 
well  employ,  in  giving  a  construction  to  any  con- 
tract, and  to  lay  aside  the  doctrine  of  "construc- 
tion construed  ;"  to  crowd  in  as  few  artificial,  un- 
meaning distinctions,  as  possible ;  and  to  endeavor 
to  ascertain  the  fair  meaning  of  the  parties,  as  ex- 
pressed by  the  words  of  the  contract. 

"  That  private  rights  and  interests,  (fee,  derived 
from  the  laws  of  Virginia,  dec,  shall  remain  valid 
aad  secure,"  &,c.     What  was  the  nature  of  those 
private  rights   here  agreed  to  be    made  secure? 
They  were  rights  and  interests  of  an  imperfect 
character,  such  as  surveys,  warrants,  entries,  <fec., 
which  were  preparatory  to  obtaining  a  grant  or 
patent  from  the  Government ;  not  absolute  rights, 
which  had  been  made  complete  by  the  emanation 
of  grants;  for  this  obvious  reason  :  the  latter  class 
required  no  agreement  to  make  them  valid  and 
secure ;  they   were  already  as  much  so  as   they 
could  be,  even  with  the  strongest  provisions — they 
were  vested  rights.     It  would,  therefore,  be  at  once 
saying  that  neither  of  the  parties  to  the  aforesaid 
instrument  understood  what  they  were  doing,  to 
suppose  they  would   have  engaged  in  a  serious 
negotiation  to  guard  against  an  evil  which  could 
could  not  happen.    "  Rights  derived  from  the  laws 
of  Virginia,"  (fee.     The  term  "  laws  of  Virginia," 
as  here  usecJ,  as  understood  by  both  parties,  as  un- 
derstood in  common  usage,  meant  nothing  more 
nor  less  than  the  statute  laws  of  Virginia,  as  con- 
tradistinguished  from   the  statute   and   common 
laws  of  England — tt:e  acts  of  the  Virginia  As- 
sembly, which  had  from  lime  to  time  been  enact- 
ed, creating  rights  of  various  kinds,  such  as  poor 
rights,  settlement  and  pre-emption  rights,  village 
rights,  military  rights,  (fee.     Under  these  Virginia 
statutes,  many  of  the  citizens  of  Virginia  had  t)e- 
come  interested,  to  a  considerable  extent,  in  in- 
choate rights  to  lands  in  Kentucky,  which  grew 
out  of  this  course  of  legislation.     Virginia,  there- 
fore, felt  anxious  (and  very  justly  too)  to  make  a 
provision  of  this  kind,  to  enable  those  who  had, 
under  the  several  acts  aforesaid,  vested  capital  in 
the  purchase  of  these  lands,   and   whose   rights 


were  incomplete,  lo  have  them  made  secure  ;  and 
Kentucky,  willing  also  that  Virginia  should  act  a 
faithful  part  towards  her  own  citizens,  agreed  to 
the  aforesaid  article  ;  the  meaning  of  which  is, 
that  she,  (Kentucky,)  on  her  part,  would  pass  no 
law  which  would  destroy  those  inchoate,  equita- 
ble rights,  created  by  the  State  of  Virginia;  that 
she  would  present  no  obstacles  in  the  way  to  pre- 
vent their  ultimate  perfection.  Sir,  the  terra  "  laws 
of  Virginia,"  is  still  understood  in  Kentucky,  and 
Virginia  also,  up  to  the  present  period,  in  legal  as 
well  as  common  style,  to  apply  distinctly  and  ex- 
clusively to  the  Virginia  code  of  laws,  without  the 
slightest  connexion  with  or  dependence  upon  the 
common  law  of  England.  The  parties,  therefore, 
who  draughted  this  compact,  never  once  thought 
of  including  the  common  law.  If  such  had  been 
their  object,  it  was  very  easy,  by  the  use  of  a  sin- 
gle expression,  to  have  made  a  declaration  to  that 
effect.  But  the  principles  of  the  common  law 
could  not  very  well  apply  to  the  situation  of 
the  country.  To  prove,  however,  that  the  inter- 
pretation given  by  the  court  of  the  clause  to  which 
I  have  alluded  is  wholly  erroneous  ;  we  have  but 
to  look  a  little  further  into  this  compact,  and  ex- 
amine for  a  moment  the  fourth  stipulation.  What 
does  it  declare  ? 

"  That  the  lands  within  the  proposed  State,  of  non- 
resident proprietors,  shall  not  in  any  case  be  taxed 
higher  than  the  lands  of  residents,  at  any  time  prior  to 
the  admission  of  the  proposed  State  to  a  vote,  by  its 
delegates  in  Congress,  vrhen  such  non-residents  re- 
side out  of  the  United  States  ;  nor  at  any  time,  either 
before  or  after  such  admission,  where  such  non-resi- 
dents reside  within  this  commonwealth,  within  which 
this  stipulation  shall  be  reciprocal ;  or  where  such  non- 
residents resiiie  within  any  other  of  the  United  States, 
which  shall  declare  the  same  to  be  reciprocal  withia 
its  limits;  nor  shall  a  neglect  of  cultivation  or  im- 
provement of  any  land  within  either  the  proposed 
State  or  this  Commonwealth,  belonging  to  non-resi- 
dents, citizens  of  the  other,  subject  such  non-residents 
to  forfeiture,  or  other  penalty,  within  the  term  of  six 
years,  after  the  admission  of  the  said  State  into  the 
Federal  Union." 

The  second  rule  of  construing  a  contract,  (if 
not  already  laid  down  by  legal  writers,  for  the 
guidance  of  judges,  ought  to  be,)  is,  to  examine  the 
icholt  of  it ;  to  see  if  all  the  parts  will  harmonize, 
and  to  look  into  the  consequences,  which  will  of 
necessity  result  by  this  or  that  mode  of  construo 
tion  ;  and  to  ascertain,  by  such  and  such  interpre- 
tation, whether  the  object  of  the  contractors  is  or  is 
not  defeated.  This  second  rule  has  been  entirely 
overlooked  by  the  court  in  pronouncing  their  de- 
cision ;  the  fourth  article  makes  no  sort  of  figure 
whatever  in  the  opinion  delivered  ;  and,  by  con- 
struction, one  might  presume  they  did  not  see  it. 
h  is  however,  very  clearly  expressed  by  this  clause 
of  the  contract,  that  Kentucky,  after  the  expira- 
tion of  six  years,  for  a  failure  upon  the  part  of 
non-residents  to  cultivate  or  improve  any  of  the 
land  within  her  boundary,  belonging  to  them, 
might  properly  and  justly  subject  such  lands  to 
forfeiture,  or  might  affix  any  other  penalty  she, 
in  her  sound  discretion,  should  think  fit. 
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Now,  sir,  a  question  necessarily  presents  itself, 
not  for  the  consideration  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
for  they  hare  made  their  final  decision  —  Are 
those  occupant  laws  as  rigid,  as  severe,  as  hard, 
in  their  operation  against  non-re^>idents,  as  a 
law  creating  forfeiture  of  land,  in  pursuance  of 
the  power  unquestionably  given  to  Kentucky,  in 
the  foregoing  clause?  Surely  not.  Kentucky, 
then,  for  adopting  the  measures  which  she  has 
done  to  protect  her  citizens,  has  manifested  a 
greater  forbearance  in  relation  to  non-residents 
than  the  court  has  given  her  credit  for.  She  has 
refused  to  extend  her  powers  of  legislation,  so  as 
at  once  to  put  an  end  to  all  controversies,  with 
which  she  has  been  so  much  oppressed. 

Mr.  Chairman,  said   Mr.  L.,  the  construction 
given  by  the  court  to  the  third  article  of  the  com- 
pact is  wholly  inconsistent  with  the  stipulations 
contained  in  the  fourth.     It  renders  the  latter  null 
and  void.     It  defeats  the  very  object  and  purpose 
which  each  of  the  contracting  parties  had  in  view. 
It  confers  all  the  benefits  of  the  agreement  upon 
one  side,  without  any  corresponding  advantage  on 
the  other;  one  party  gels  all,  the  other  nothing. 
Such  was   not   the  wish  and   understanding  of 
those  who  formed  the  agreement.     In  a  few  years 
after  its  date,  the  first  occupant  law,  it  will  be 
seen,  was  adopted  by  Kentucky.     Her  course  of 
policy  was  not  a  matter  of  secrecy  j  Virginia  was 
apprized  of  it,  and  fully  acquiesced  in  its  justice. 
No  murmuring  or  complaining  is  heard  of.     Had 
then   the  course  of  legislation   unon   the  part  of 
Kentucky  have  been  so  highly  unjust — so  entirely 
in  opposition  to  her  agreement — is  it  not  fair  to 
presume,  when  the  whole  subject  was  fresh  in  the 
recollection  of  all,  that  some  dissatisfaction  would 
have  displayed  itself  ?     No  official  communica- 
tion, however,  is   sent   to   Kentucky,  alleging  a 
breach  of  faith.     Again,  in  confirmation  of  the 
right  to  pass  these  several  laws,  we  have  a  long 
course  of  legal  decision,  by  the  inferior  and  appel- 
late courts,  for   the   last   twenty-five   years;    by 
judges,  too,  whose  firmness,  intelligence,  and  legal 
acquirements,  are  in  no  manner  lessened  in  con- 
sequence of  the  Supreme  Court's  declaration,  in 
this  same  opinion,  that  the  Kentucky  courts  may 
have  made  such  and  such  decisions,  but  they  had 
never  seen  them.     These  judges,  whose  decisions 
are  treated  so  cavalierly,  sir,  (it  might  be  said  in 
strict  truth)  would  not  fear  a  comparison  of  legal 
skill,  even  with  their  Supreme  Honors.     We  have, 
sir,  in  support  of  our  laws,  our  Legislature,  our 
lawyers,  our  judges.     Indeed,  more — we  have  the 
disinterested  and  concurrent    testimony  of  other 

gentlemen,  not  citizens  of  the  West,  high,  very 
igh,  in  legal  reputation,  who  are  practitioners 
belore  the  same  court,  most  decidedly  upon  our 
side  of  the  question. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  look  for  one  moment  to 
the  effects  and  consequences  of  the  construction 
contended  for  by  the  court.  Kentucky  comes  into 
the  Union — how  ?  Possessed  of  equal  rights  and 
privileges  with  the  other  sovereign  States  7  No; 
a  mere  appendage;  in  no  belter  situation  than 
when  a  district,  without  the  ability  of  regulating 
her  own  internal  concerns.     Her  expectation  was 


to  be  ranked  among  her  sister  States  as  an  equal. 
Butjhowwofully  has  she  been  disappointed  !  Now, 
she  is  told,  for  the  first  time,  she  surrendered  and 
relinquished  alt  pretensions  of  that  sort  long  since. 
Coiittrudion  brings  about  all  this.  Yes,  construc- 
tion !  Its  mighty  powers  are  irresistible;  it  bears 
down  every  tlkng  before  it;  it  creates  new  prin- 
ciples; it  infuses  the  spirit  of  the  common  law 
into  a  contract,  against  the  will  of  both  parties ; 
it  destroys  laws  long  since  established ;  and  it  is 
daily  acquiring  new  strength.  From  this  case, 
and  others  to  which  reference  might  be  made,  the 
result  is  plain,  that,  unless  some  regulation  is 
made,  and  some  necessary  and  salutary  restraints 
are  adopted,  the  Supreme  Court,  by  its  extensive 
jurisdiction,  as  it  now  exists,  will  finally  draw  into 
Its  vortex  all  State  authorities. 

My  proposition,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  not  of  a  mere 
theoretic  and  speculative  character.  It  introduces 
no  new  and  dangerous  principle.  If  you  desire  to 
amend  your  Constitution,  it  cannot  be  done  unless 
by  a  concurrence  of  two-thirds  of  all  the  States. 
If,  upon  the  passage  of  any  bill  upon  your  table, 
the  President  of  the  United  States  chooses,  in  the 
exercise  of  his  Constitutional  privilege,  to  put  his 
veto  upon  it,  what  is  the  result  ?  It  is  returned 
with  the  objections,  and  cannot  be  incorporated 
into  your  statute  book,  as  a  law,  without  a  major- 
ity 01  two-thirds  of  both  Houses  concur  in  declar- 
ing it  shall  be.  But  a  minority  of  your  Judiciary, 
upon  the  most  solemn  and  important  questions, 
involving  the  rights,  the  interests,  and  prosperity, 
of  a  whole  community,  can  so  expound  laws  and 
constitutions,  as  to  prostrate  all  State  rights! 
This,  sir,  most  certainly  is  an  evil  which  may  be 
remedied  by  judicious  and  prudent  legislation.  It 
is  an  evil  which  is  growing  rapidly,  and  which,  if  , 
not  checked,  will  produce  very  serious  discontent. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  L.,  the  resolutions  which  I  have 
the  honor  of  presenting  for  the  consideration  of 
this  Committee,  cannot,  I  apprehend,  endanger  the 
dignity  or  importance  of  the  judges.     Their  firm- 
ness will  not  be  weakened;  their  intelligence  will 
not  be  aflected;  their  reputation  will  not  be  im- 
paired  by   their   passage.     I  would   agree  to   no 
proposition  which  had  for  its  object  such  results, 
it  is  indispensably  necessary,  in  every  well  regu- 
lated Government,  to  have  the  most  enlightened 
judiciary,  prepared  at  all  times  to  do  their  duty, 
without  fear,  favor,  or  affection.     A  timid,  time- 
serving court,   in  any  country,  is  worse   than  a 
nuisance.     But,  sir,  in  legislating  upon  this  sub- 
ject, let  it  not  be  forgotten  that  judges,  at  last,  are 
but  men;  perfection  and  infallibility  are  proper- 
ties which  do  not  attach  to  them.     Let  us,  there- 
fore, increase  the  chances  of  a  correct  decision 
upon  such  occasions  as  are  embraced  by  the  reso- 
lutions, by  requiring  five  to  concur. 

Mr.  Chairman,  how  does  the  matter  stand,  ac- 
cording to  the  present  state  of  facts?  You  have 
now  seven  Judges  upon  the  Supreme  Bench ;  four 
constitute  a  quorum.  Say  three  are  absent,  upon 
some  Constitutional  question  which  comes  before 
that  tribunal,  vitally  important.  The  arguments 
are  heard;  three  concur  \{x  declaring  the  law  un- 
constitutional—</n^  disstnts.     The  judgment  of  the 


2521 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


2522 


May,  1824. 


Occupyinff  ClaimatU  Lawt^  §-c. 


H.  or  R. 


court  below  is  reversed.  A  decision  is  obtained 
in  this  way  by  a  minority.  One  of  the  judges 
writes  his  opinion,  and  two  hear  it  read,  perhaps, 
say  agreed,  as  ve  often  do,  in  this  House,  without 
knowing  the  question — more  for  the  sake  of  form 
than  substance.  Their  decision  goes  out,  is  pub- 
lished, and  IS  received  by  the  State  courts,  as 
binding  authority.  Suppose,  at  the  next  term,  all 
the  judges  are  present — a  similar  question  is  again 
before  the  court;  the  absentees  concur  with  the 
one  judge  who  dissented  upon  the  former  occa- 
sion. What,  then,  is  the  consequence?  You  have 
two  contradictory  decisions  in  relation  to  the  same 
subject  matter — both  sent  out  as  a  sound  exposi- 
tion of  Constitutional  law,  as  precedents  for  the 
country.  One  decision  determines  A  shall  have 
this  property  ;  another  declares  B,  whose  cause 
was  precisely  such  a  one  as  A'r,  shall  not  recover 
in  his  case.  Thus  stood  the  cause  from  Ken- 
tucky; four  judges  present — three  concurred  in 
believing  the  laws  involved  in  the  controversy 
were  against  that  clause  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  which  declares,  among  other 
things,  that  no  law,  impairing  the  obligation  of  a 
contract,  shall  be  passed.  One  dissented.  Try 
the  weight  of  intellectual  authorities  pro  and  con  ; 
put  them  in  the  scales — which  will  preponderate? 
The  judge  who  dissents,  most  assuredly  is  at  least 
equal  to  one  of  the  three  who  concurs  in  the  deci- 
sion. There  are  then  two  left  in  the  balance.  I 
will  Bot  slop  to  inquire  whether  they  were  likely 
to  understand  the  kind  of  case  submitted  to  their 
consideration,  involving  intricate  doctrines,  in  re- 
lation to  a  species  of  land  titles  with  which  they 
were  in  nowise  very  familiar.  Let  it  be  conceded, 
for  the  sake  of  argument,  that  they  deserve  to  be 
ranked  amongst  the  most  enlightened  jurists  of 
the  country — you  cannot,  however,  make  more 
than  two  upon  that  side  of  the  question.  Look 
to  the  opposite  scale — and  what  have  we?  The 
Legislature  of  a  whole  State,  year  after  year,  have 
asserted,  in  the  most  unqualified  manner,  their 
Constitutional  right  to  enact  these  laws.  They 
so  decided,  upon  mature  deliberation,  not  influ- 
enced by  excitement.  All  the  judges  of  all  the 
courts  have,  by  a  long  course  of  decision,  without 
exception,  maintained  the  same  power;  they  have 
done  so,  after  having  repeatedly  given  to  the  sub- 
ject the  fullest  investigation.  Two  Judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  strangers,  in  every  sense  of  the 
word,  to  the  subject,  have  asserted  no  such  right 
existed.  Upon  whose  decision  would  you  place 
most  reliance  ?  W^hich  is  entitled  to  the  greatest 
share  of  confidence — that  of  the  two,  or  the  col- 
lected wisdom  of  a  whole  State,  both  of  the  po- 
litical and  the  legal  kind  ?  Which,  under  all  the 
circumstances,  is  most  likely  to  be  correct?  The 
answer  is  by  no  means  perplexing.  One  leading 
principle,  in  all  our  institutions,  is,  that  a  minority 
in  the  exercise  of  any  official  duties  shall  not  con- 
trol. But,  in  this  instance,  there  is  a  departure 
from  the  rule ;  a  minority  has  given  an  exposition 
of  the  Constitution,  upon  a  question  of  the  first 
magnitude,  which  is  to  be  acknowledged  by  all  as 
correct  doctrine,  and  treated  accordingly.  Can 
this  be  right  ?     Is  it  according  to  the  spirit  and 


genius  of  our  Government?  But  what  is  there 
objectionable  in  requiring  five  to  concur,  before 
any  law  of  a  State  shall  be  held  null  and  void? 
There  is  more  safety  in  such  a  regulation  than  to 
leave  it  as  it  now  stands.  You  may  rest  assured, 
sir,  the  States  would  be  much  belter  satisfied  with 
a  decision  unfavorable  to  their  laws  by  five  judges 
than  by  two  or  three;  and,  should  it  become  the 
duty  of  the  court,  in  the  administration  of  justice, 
to  make  such  decisions,  five  will  not  hesitate  to 
do  it.  There  is  little  or  no  danger  of  the  judges 
of  the  Supreme  Court  being  under  the  influence 
of  the  several  States.  The  danger  is  altogether 
upon  the  other  side.  They  are  not  dependent 
upon  the  States  for  their  office,  or  the  emolu- 
ments of  It.  No  reason  does  or  can  exist,  there- 
fore, to  suppose  that  the  judges  of  this  court  ever 
did,  or  ever  will,  lean  in  favor  of  the  States, 
against  the  General  Government. 

A  gentleman  near  me,  Mr.  Chairman,  whose 
opinions  and  suggestions  at  all  limes,  in  this 
House  and  elsewhere,  deserve  ihe  highest  consid- 
eration, will  allow  me  to  correct  his  misappre- 
hensions. In  a  whisper,  loud  enough  to  be  heard, 
he  fears  that  great  harm  might  grow  out  of  the 
pro[)osed  resolutions,  and  that  they  are  a  Ken- 
tucky project.  If  great  injury  would  be  likely  to 
ensue  by  their  adoption,  I  should  thifik  it  could 
be  made  manifest  by  argument.  Let  the  dangers 
be  pointed  out.  Let  us  see  whether  the  evil 
which  is  likely  to  happen  is  equal  to  that  now  in 
existence.  The  gentleman  will  find  some  diffi- 
culty in  proving  that  all  is  right;  that  a  minority 
of  the  court  should  decide  any  question,  and  that 
nothing  ought  to  be  done.  I  will  hear  him  with 
great  pleasure.  Perhaps  he  can  remove  every 
difficulty.  We  have  "  already  lost  the  land ;"  we 
have  nothing  left  but  the  argument,  and  we  may 
lose  that  also. 

Why,  sir,  is  this  called  a  Kentucky  project? 
It  is  not  to  have  a  mere  local  operation.  It  is  not 
to  be  limited  to  any  particular  place.  It  is  gen- 
eral in  its  character;  it  applies  to  the  whole  na- 
tion; it  is  co-extensive  with  the  existence  of  the 
evil,  and  is  intended  as  a  remedy.  It  is  true, 
Kentucky  feels  an  anxious  solicitude  upon  the 
subject ;  not  from  local  and  selfish  considerations, 
but  from  a  most  thorough  conviction  that  the 
General  Government  is  greatly  interested  in  the 
adoption  of  some  measure  in  relation  to  the  Su- 
preme Court. 

I  am  sorry,  sir,  that  almost  every  measure  which 
has  been  brought  before  this  House,  for  some 
months  past,  is  emphatically  styled  "the  Ken- 
tucky policy^ — the  Kentucky  measure."  These 
local  distinctions  had  much  better  be  avoided; 
they  are  not  pleasant.  They  have  no  good  effect, 
particularly  when  uttered  in  connexion  with 
marked  indications  of  malice  and  haired  against 
a  whole  people.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia 
(Mr.  Ranoolph)  has,  from  the  commencement  of 
this  session,  and  more  especially  in  a  very  recent 
debate,  manifested  a  strong  spirit  of  this  sectional 
sort.  He  has  sought  every  possible  occasion  to 
pour  forth  his  gall  and  bitterness,  and  to  display 
his  wit,  against  the  people  beyond  the  mountains. 
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He  has  given  to  this  House  a  most  ludicrous  de- 
scription of  their  dress,  their  appearance,  their 
manners,  and  their  hahits.  He  has  taken  peculiar 
pleasure  in  attempting  to  exhibit  them  before  this 
nation  as  uncivilized  savages,  rather  than  as 
American  citizens.  I  must,  said  Mr.  L..  take  the 
liberty  of  declaring  to  that  gentleman  that  he  is 
roost  grossly  and  inexcusably  ignorant  of  the 
character,  the  feelings,  the  intelligence,  and  the 
habits,*  of  the  Western  people.  Sir,  with  the  ut- 
most frankness,  1  admit,  their  external  appear- 
ance IS  not  the  most  fashionable  and  elegant 
kind;  they  are  not  decorated  in  all  the  style,  the 
gaiety,  and  the  taste,  of  a  dandy  of  the  first  water. 
Their  means  are  too  limited,  and  their  discretion 
is  too  great,  I  trust,  for  the  indulgence  of  such 
foppery  and  extravagance.  The  fact  is,  a  dandy 
is  not  a  character  in  great  demand,  with  either 
sex,  in  our  country;  and  when,  by  chance,  one 
happens  to  go  there,  even  with  his  slender  share 
of  intellect,  he  soon  discovers  that  is  not  the  pro- 
per theatre  for  him  to  acquire  glory  and  renown, 
and  accordingly  he  makes  his  exit  suddenly.  1 
concede,  also,  that  the  Kcntuckians,  in  the  gen- 
eral, would  not  make  a  brilliant  figure  at  a  levee 
or  drawing-room.  Their  bows  would  not  be  quite 
so  obsequious,  their  smiles  not  quite  so  fascina- 
ting, their  manners  not  quite  so  refined,  as  the 
orders  in  council  or  etiquette  of  the  day  might 
demand.  They  have  not  acquired  that  gracelul- 
ness  of  action,  that  ease  of  deportment,  that  ele- 
gance of  accomplishment,  so  as  to  make  you  three 
bows  in  two  seconds;  nor  have  their  representa- 
tives acquired  never-fading  laurels  for  their  pr6fi- 
ciency  in  that  great  science.  The  people  of  our 
country  do  not  attach  the  least  importance  to  be- 
ings entirely  lost  in  admiration  of  themselves,  and 
devotion  to  personal  appearance.  Such  trifling 
follies  they  leave  to  the  weak;  to  those  who  can 
do  nothing  else,  and  who  have  the  means  of  in- 
dulging in  a  taste  so  illy  directed,  and  so  little 
envied.  Let  those,  sir,  who  have  a  pride  of  that 
kind,  enjoy,  to  the  fullest  extent,  all  its  charms, 
and  all  its  consequence. 

Again,  we  are  told  these  bear-hunters,  these 
fellows  with  their  leather  leggings,  rifle  guns,  and 
moccasins,  get  every  thing  they  ask  for;  but  not 
being  contented,  wish  to  control  the  whole  politi- 
cal concerns,  and  to  direct  the  destinies  of  this 
nation.  Why,  sir,  are  such  unfounded  and  illib- 
eral assertions  made,  in  relation  to  the  people  of 
the  West  ?  What  fact  have  you  to  authorize 
such  imputations?  Who,  from  that  quarter  of 
the  country,  ever  attempted  to  manage  every  thing, 
to  direct  every  thing,  and  require  every  thing  ? 
Ah,  sir,  there  was  a  time — I  hate  to  think  of  it ; 
it  is  with  most  painful  and  unfeigned  reluctance, 
I  can  bring  myself  to  allude  to  it— there  was  a 
time,  however,  when  it  would  have  been  better 
for  this  nation  if  these  backwoodsmen  could  hare 
had  a  little  more  direction  in  the  management  of 
your  military  operations  in  this  quarter.  Perhaps 
you  have  some  faint  recollection  of  the  time  when 
a  few  of  His  Majesty's  troops  travelled  a  distance 
of  fifty  miles,  over  broken  ground,  and  through 
thick  woods,  burnt  your  Capitol,  made  your  pal- 


ace soldiers'  quarters,  and  compelled  your  citizens 
to  abandon  their  habitations,  and  to  seek  a  shelter 
in  the  distant  woods.  That  was  (he  very  time, 
sir,  when  five  hundred  of  those  persons,  who  have 
been  made  the  subject  of  ridicule,  and  who  are 
stigmatized  with  the  epithet  of  the  moccasin  gen- 
try, and  huntmg-shiri  gentlemen,  would  have 
won  for  themselves  imperishable  fame;  would 
have  saved  millions  of  money  to  your  country  ; 
yes,  and  would  have  saved,  also,  your  national 
honor. 

But,  sir,  said  Mr.  L.,  it  is  not  to  the  exterior  of 
men  we  should  look.  Fortune  affords  advantages 
which  may  enable  one  to  appear  well,  when,  in 
truth,  there  is  nothing  worthy  of  admiration.  It 
is  the  conduct,  the  deportment,  the  principles  of 
men,  we  should  examine.  Will  the  people  of 
the  West,  will  Kentuckians,  fear  an  examination 
of  this  sort  ?  Can  they  not  undergo  the  most 
strict  scrutiny  as  citizens,  as  patriots,  always  pre- 
pared to  present  themselves  at  their  country's  call ; 
ready,  upon  all  occasions,  to  afford  the  mo9t 
prompt  and  timely  assistance,  when  that  assistance 
IS  required  ?  Who  can  boast  of  a  preference  over 
them  ?  Of  the  past,  however,  I  will  not  speak.  I 
will  not  make  disagreeable  and  invidious  compar- 
isons. Let  the  firmness,  the  valor,  the  suffering, 
of  the  people  of  the  West,  during  our  recent  con- 
flict, be  forgotten.  Say  nothing  of  the  laurels 
which  they  won  in  battle;  say  nothing  of  the 
many  patient  feats  of  starvation  they  endured, 
without  a  murmur.  Withhold,  if  you  choose,  the 
gratitude  of  the  nation;  but  I  beg  of  you  to  do 
justice  to  their  private  virtues,  to  allow  them,  at 
least,  a  character  for  integrity  of  motive,  for  be- 
nevolence of  heart,  for  hospitality  of  conduct. 
Suffer  me,  sir,  to  tell  you,  these  Kentuckians,  who 
have  been  treated  in  the  debates  with  so  much 
unkindness,  are  about  the  very  finest  fellows  in 
this  Government.  I  make  no  exceptions.  Try 
them  in  any  way  you  may  select,  and  you  will 
readily  acquiesce  in  the  truth  of  my  assertion. 
Their  hospitality  is  without  ostentation,  without 
parade,  without  hypocrisy  ;  it  is  not  contaminated, 
and  I  trust  never  will  be,  by  the  fashionable  vices 
which  might  be  enumerated,  as  the  tip  of  the /cm  in 
some  other  places.  IfaKeniuckian  meets  you,  gives 
you  a  hearty  ^hakeof  the  hand, and  says,  ''Sir,  1  am 
very  happy  to  see  you,"  he  tells  you  the  truth  ;  he 
utters  not  the  commonplace,  unmeaning  compli- 
ments ;  bespeaks  the  language  of  his  heart.  If 
he  make  declarations  of  friendship,  you  may  be- 
lieve him.  If  you  visit  him,  there  is  no  waiter  to 
meet  you  at  the  door,  and  avow  his  master  is  not 
at  home,  when  he  is  actually  in  the  house;  and 
should  you  spend  a  few  hours  unceremoniously 
with  him  and  his  family,  in  social  conversation, 
so  soon  as  you  retire,  he  will  not  say,  after  pressing 
you  to  make  it  convenient  to  call  and  see  him 
again,  "Oh!  what  a  tiresome  visitor;  I  was  never 
more  out  of  patience  in  all  my  life;  such  another 
visit  would  really  kill  me;  1  hope  he  will  never 
come  again.*'  And,  after  you  are  gone,  your  rep- 
utation IS  not  assailed.  No  ;  these  wise  and  hap- 
py inventions  are  unknown  to  the  people  of  the 
West.     I  wish  I  could  use  the  same  remark  in 


relation  to  the  people  every  where  else.  Why, 
sir,  you  may  visit  the  humblest  cottage  in  our 
country,  and  you  will  find  every  thing  to  admire. 
So  soon  as  the  faithful  dog,  by  his  saluting  bark, 
announces  that  a  stranger  is  coming,  your  aston- 
ishment W(Juld  commence  ;  you  would  have  the 
singular  felicity  of  beholding  a  most  delightful 
spectacle — about  twelve  or  thirteen  fine,  ruddy, 
well-formed,  hearty-looking  young  Democrats^ 
would  run  out  to  see  the  stranger  ;  and  upon  en- 
tering the  house,  you  would  te  met  by  a  very 
plain,  unaffected  woman,  to  all  appearance  about 
thirty  years  old,  whose  countenance  would  at 
once  tell  you  to  make  yourself  easy;  you  would 
meet  with  kindness,  and,  in  casting  your  eyes 
around,  you  would  see  two  more  little  fellow?, 
who  were  too  small  to  run  out  at  the  first  alarm. 
Presently,  would  come  from  the  labors  of  the  day, 
an  honest,  good-looking  man,  to  rest  himself 
awhile  in  the  bosom  of  his  family,  dressed,  sir,  not 
in  tine  ruffles  and  broadcloth,  with  powdered  hair, 
but  in  good,  substantial,  plain  clothes,  manufac- 
tured by  the  industry  of  his  wife ;  and,  upon  en- 
tering into  conversation  with  him,  an  ample 
theme  for  reflection  would  be  afforded  ;  you  would 
wonder  how  one  in  his  humble  station  could  have 
known  so  much,  upon  so  many  subjects,  with  such 
limited  opportunities.  You  might  here  see  a  mo- 
del worthy  of  admiration,  indeed,  of  imitation 

conjugal  felicity,  parental  and  filial  affection,  un- 
divided and  unfettered.  And  here,  too,  the  philo- 
sopher, as  well  as  the  statesman,  might  learn  some 
useful  and  practical  lessons.  In  some  short  time, 
you  would  find  a  repast  set  before  you,  if  not  of 
all  the  niceties,  and  luxuries,,  and  parade,  which 
are  to  be  met  with  elsewhere,  of  good  plain  whole- 
some diet,  among  which  would  be  one  of  the  most 
pleasant  dishes  that  can  possibly  be  prepared  in 
any  country,  and  that  is,  a  hearty,  sincere  wel- 
come, without  apologies  and  without  price.  Sir, 
these  are  the  very  citizens  of  whom  the  nation 
ought  to  be  proud,  They  constitute  the  bone,  and 
sinew,  and  strength,  of  your  Government.  In  the 
hour  of  peril  and  danger,  they  are  always  ready  to 
rally  around  the  standard  of  their  country.  Call 
upon  them  to  maintain  the  honor  of  the  nation, 
to  defend  her  rights,  they  set  up  no  Constitutional 
scruples,  in  answer  to  your  call,  about  crossing  boun- 
dary linfs  ! 

Such  are  the  people  of  the  West,  the  people 
of  Kentucky  ;  and  such  are  those  whom  our 
State,  by  the  exercise  of  her  legitimate  rights  of 
legislation,  has  attempted  to  shield,  and  protect, 
from  the  iron  grasp  of  the  land  speculator.  Are 
they  not  entitled,  from  every  consideration,  to  the 
kind  attention  of  the  Government?  These,  sir, 
are  the  people  for  whom  our  occupant  law  was 
enacted.  Do  they  not  deserve  the  protection  of 
their  Government  ?  What  man  is  there,  who 
could  stand  by,  without  exclaiming,  "  This  is  not 
'  right,  tounhousesuch  families  as  these,  take  from 

'  them  their  little  improvement,  and  proclaim 

*  go  hence;  what  you  have  labored  for,  I  will  en- 
'joy." 

Again,  sir,  we  are  told,  such  are  the  extraordi- 
nary demands  of  the  people  of  the  West,  who 


have  swallowed  up  all  the  loaves  and  fishes,  such 
are  their  repeated  claims  there  is  no  such  thing  as 
tolerating  them—"  like  sturdy  beggars,  they  will 
fake  no  denial  ;"_that  rebellion  must  be  the  ulti- 
mate consequence.  For  myself,  I  protest  against 
this  mode  of  legislation  ;  this  display  of  sectional 
feeling;  of  crying  out  to  one  part  of  the  Union' 
"  You  get  every  thing— we  get  nothing ;  the  Gov- 
ernment IS  kind  to  you,  careful  of  your  interest^ 
whilst  ours  is  neglected,  overlooked,  and  forgot- 
ten." Sir,  these  suggestions  and  assertions,  so  far 
as  the  West  is  concerned,  are  not  true.  What 
have  we  ever  received  from  the  fostering  hand  of 
the  Government  ?  Point  out  the  single  instance. 
Yes,  the  public  lands,  it  is  said,  were  sold  for  our 
accommodation.  But  who  got  the  money  ?  It 
all  came  into  your  coffers  ;  we  never  have  enjoyed 
the  benefit  of  a  single  copper.  But,  we  are  told, 
the  Government  has  been  good  enough  to  suffer 
us  to  enjoy  the  privileges  of  a  mail.  °A  mighty 
privilege,  indeed  !  one  for  which  we  ought,  in 
humble  submission,  with  bended  knees,  to  ac- 
knowledge the  most  unbounded  gratitude,  for 
your  very  great  condescension.  What  news  do 
you  send  to  the  West  by  these  mails  ?  Very  good, 
1  hope.  No,  sir ;  doleful,  melancholy  tidings  are 
conveyed  to  them  weekly.  You  bid  them  be  in- 
dustrious, labor  hard— you  have  more  demands 
against  them — your  account  is  already  very  great ; 
but  you  are  going  on  every  day  to  make  it  still 
more  enormous :  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars 

to  be  appropriated  to  the  erection  of  fortifications 

where  ?  not  in  the  West,  but  in  the  East— $250,000 
to  be  added  for  this  purpose— $200,000  for  that  pur- 
pose; and  $100,000  to  be  paid  out  of  the  public 
Treasury,toonegentIeman,forhispatriotism.  This 
is  the  kind  of  news  you  send  them  by  your  mails. 
But,  sir,  do  you  ever  tell  them  of  any  public  moneys 
to  be  expended  in  the  West  ?  No,  sir  ;  no  such  let- 
ter in  your  statute  book  ;  no  one  there  gets  $100,- 
000  more  than  he  ought  to  have,  for  services  ren- 
dered in  the  late  war.  But  you  say,  all  this  is  so 
very  oppres.sive,  it  is  not  to  be  bome^rebellion 
rather  than  oppression.  Why,  sir,  we  should  like 
very  much  that  sort  of  oppression,  of  enjoying  all 
the  public  expenditures.  It  would  be  quite  com- 
fortable. If  you  must  have  rebellion,  suffer  me  to 
tell  you,  you  had  better  travel  any  other  road  than 
over  the  mountains.  In  the  language  of  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  it  would  be  a  stumpy 
road. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  this  is  a  most  fruitless  and 
unpleasant  topic  ;  and  really  there  is  no  apology 
for  Its  introduction  into  the  debates  of  this  House, 
under  any  circumstances  whatever.  And  why  it 
should  make  a  figure  so  often,  in  reference  to  the 
West,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  perceive.  No  national  or 
individual  advantage  is  likely  to  flow  from  its 
discussion.  If  any  gentleman,  sir,  is  so  mad  as 
to  suppose,  by  the  use  of  such  idle  threats,  his 
dignity  or  his  importance  is  enhanced  in  the  esti- 
mation of  the  country,  the  sooner  he  is  restored 
to  his  right  reason,  the  better.  He  adds  nothing 
to  his  reputation  as  a  statesman,  or  to  the  good- 
ness of  his  heart  as  a  citizen.  I  hope  never  to 
hear  another  allusion,  in  this  House,  to  that  sub. 
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ject ;  for,  let  it  be  understood,  by  these  presents, 
that  we,  the  people  of  the  West,  will  never  suffer 
any  rebellion  to  take  place.  There  is  not  the  most 
distant  prospect  of  it ;  the  declaration  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  (Mr.  R.)  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding.  I^  not  see  that  gentleman, 
at  this  moment,  in  his  seat.  I  regret  his  absence. 
I  had  a  particular  desire,  sir,  to  tender  him  my 
best  respects,  for  the  many  kind  civilities  he  has, 
voluntarily,  paid  to  the  people  I  have  the  honor, 
in  part,  to  represent.  His  polite  attention  shall 
not  go  unrewarded.  I  hope  to  have  the  pleasure, 
upon  some  suitable  occasion,  in  my  awkward 
way,  to  acknowledge  the-' great  debt  of  gratitude 
which  is  so  justly  due  to  that  gentleman. 

Mr.  Forsyth  offered  the  following  amend- 
ment, as  a  substitute  to  the  first  of  the  above  res- 
olutions : 

Resolved,  Th»t  a  quorum  of  the  Supreme  Court,  to 
transact  the  business  of  that  tribunal,  should  consist 
of  such  a  number  of  the  Justices  composing  it,  that  a 
majority  of  the  quorum  shall  be  a  majority  of  the 
whole  court,  including  the  Chief  Justice. 

Mr.  Forsyth  supported  his  motion  in  a  short 
speech  ;  and  Messrs.  VVickliffe,  Clay,  Forsyth, 
Webster,  Mercer,  P.  P.  Barbour,  Ra.ndolph, 
and  Trimble,  respectively,  spoke  at  considerable 
length  on  the  question. 

Mr.  WicKLiFFE  addressed  the  Committee,  in 
substance,  as  follows : 

Mr.  Chairman:  The  subject  is  an  important 
one;  and,  on  liiat  account  alone,  I  hope  to  engage 
the  attention  of  the  Committee  in  its  discussion. 
Some  of  the  friends  of  the  measure  on  your  table, 
were  inclined  not  now  to  press  it,  under  the  belief 
that  the  time  was  unfavorable  to  the  full  and  free 
discussion  which  its  magnitude  demanded.  Tlie 
duty  of  those,  charged  by  the  remonstrance,  with 
its  presentation  here,  required,  at  their  hands,  an 
effort,  in  furtherance  of  the  views  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Kentucky  ;  and  I  am  gratified  to  discover 
a  wish  in  the  Committee  that  the  debate  should 
now  progress. 

The  character  of  this  question,  which  proposes 
an  important  modification  in  the  Judiciary  act ; 
the  deep  interest  which  one  of  the  States  feels 
upon  the  occasion  ;  require  of  Congress  an  indul- 
gent, and,  I  hope,  a  favorable  consideration  of 
the  resolutions  submitted  by  my  colleague,  (Mr. 
Letcher.)  Were  it  a  subject  in  which  the  State 
of  Kentucky  was  alone  interested,  her  representa- 
tives on  this  tioor  would  regard  the  determination 
of  the  Committee  now  to  progress  with  its  discus- 
sion, more  an  act  of  kindness  to  them,  than  a  mat- 
ter of  right.  But  it  is  one  involving  a  principle 
of  vital  importance  to  the  whole  Union  ;  and,  al- 
though presented  to  us  by  a  single  State,  (inferior 
to  none  in  the  practice  and  support  of  Republican 
principles.)  it  demands  of  Congress  a  dispassionate 
deliberation. 

I  will  not  unnecessarily  consume  your  time,  and 
I  hope  not  to  exhaust  your  patience,  whilst  I  en- 
deavor, in  a  few  words,  to  call  your  attention  to 
the  true  character  of  the  question,  presented  by 
the  remonstrance  and  resolutions  now  before  us. 
It  may  not  be  improper,  in  order   to  arrive   at 


that  object,  to  state  some  of  the  causes  which  have 
brought  them  into  existence,  and  forced  them  upon 
our  attention.  You  are  informed,  by  the  memorial 
of  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky,  accompanied 
by  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  (of  which  it  complains,)  that  the  power 
of  that  State  to  pass  certain  laws,  denominated 
the  Occupying  Claimant  Laws,  is  denied  by  that 
court ;  that  they  violate  the  compact  between  the 
States  of  Virginia  and  Kentucky  ;  and,  therefore, 
impugn  the  lOih  section  of  the  1st  article  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  which  declares, 
among  other  things,  "  That  no  Slate  shall  pass 
any  law  impairing  the  obligation  of  contracts." 
A  question  naturally  presents  itself  to  the  mind  of 
every  person  unacquainted  with  the  history  of 
Kentucky  and  her  internal  police:  "Are  these 
laws  of  such  mighty  importance  as  to  call  forth, 
in  strong  language,  the  feelingsof  the  Legislature* 
Are  the  principles  settled  by  the  case  of  Greea 
and  Biddle,  and  the  evils  which  flow  from  that 
decision,  such,  that  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky 
cannot,  by  some  modification  of  the  laws  in  ques- 
tion, avert  or  palliate  them  ?"  I  answer.  Yes  ; 
such  is  their  character.  They  are  laws  rendered 
necessary  to  the  prosperity  and  happiness  of  the 
State,  by  the  fatal  policy  pursued  by  Virginia,  ia 
the  disposition  of  her  vacant  lands,  in  the  then 
district  of  Kentucky.  And  if  the  court  be  correct, 
to  the  extent  of  the  principles  assumed  in  that 
opinion,  no  legislative  aid,  no  change  or  modifica- 
tion of  these  laws,  can  avert  or  palliate  the  miseries 
which  must  inevitably  ensue.  The  people,  in  the 
exercise  of  their  high  and  sovereign  powers  in 
convention,  cannot  rid  themselves  oithe  effects  of 
the  principle  settled  by  the  Supreme  Court ;  which 
principle  is  fixed  like  an  incubus  upon  the  rights 
of  the  State.  We  can  do  nothing  but  present  our 
grievance  before  you  ;  point  to  the  injury  which 
has  b^en  inflicted  ;  and  beseech  you  to  adopt  the 
measure  on  your  table,  and  thereby  strengthen  the 
ramparts  of  State  sovereignty.  It  is  by  the  pres- 
ervation of  legitimate  State  rights,  that  you  give 
the  best  security  to  the  stability  and  happiness  of 
this  Union. 

I  said,  sir,  these  laws  were  rendered  necessary 
to  the  prosperity  and  happiness  of  the  citizens  of 
Kentucky,  by  the  misguided  policy  of  Virginia; 
a  policy  ruinous  but  liberal,  benevolent  and  patri- 
otic in  its  objects.  With  the  exception  of  the  del- 
egation of  Virginia  and  Kentucky,  but  few,  if  in- 
deed any,  of  the  members  of  this  House  are  ac- 
quainted with  the  mode  by  which  lands  were  ac- 
quired, and  arc  now  held,  in  the  latter  State.  Prior 
to  the  Revolution,  large  portions  of  those  lands 
were  granted  by  the  Crown  to  the  officers  of  the 
army  engaged  in  the  French  and  Indian  wars, 
which  preceded  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 
Toward  the  close  of  the  Revolution,  many  persons, 
as  if  in  quest  of  danger,  penetrated  the  wilderness  ; 
and  after  many  dire  struggles  with  the  savages  for 
empire,  maintained  with  loss  of  much  blood  their 
infant  settlements.  Virginia,  (in  a  spirit  of  justice 
to  her  creditors,  and  in  fulfilment  of  that  pledge 
of  public  faith  of  which  she  has  always  been 
proudly  tenacious,)  after  securing  to  the  early  ad- 
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▼enturers  and  settlers  in  Kentucky,  what  are  called 
"  settlement  and  pre-emption  right.«,  poor-rights, 
and  corn-rights;"  (terms  well  understood  by  the 
citizens  of  Kentucky,)  opened  her  land  office, 
1779-80  ;  and  by  it  she  poured  out  the  contents  of 
a  Pandora's  box  upon  the  lU-fated  inhabitants  of 
the  State.  By  the  provisions  of  the  land  law  of 
1779,  warrants  for  land  were  issued  to  any  and 
every  person,  upon  the  payment  of  the  State 
price   in    the   paj>er   currency  of  Virginia.     The 

firoprietors  of  these  warrants  were  required  to 
ocate  the  same  by  an  entry  in  the  surveyor's 
books,  with  such  certainty  and  precision,  that 
each  subsequent  locator,  in  like  manner,  could 
appropriate  the  adjacent  residuum.  I  am  cer- 
tainly correct  when  I  tell  you,  that  warrants 
for  three  times  the  quantity  of  vacant  land,  then 
owned  by  Virginia,  in  the  district  of  Kentucky, 
were  issued.  In  many  districts  of  country  in 
Kentucky,  I  have  known  to  exist  there,  four,  five, 
and  six,  distinct  adversary  claims  to  the  same 
tract  of  land.  Hence  the  phrase,  in  frequent  use, 
♦'  that  Kentucky  is  shingled  with  land  claims." 
Many  of  these  claims  were  settled  by  the  original 
proprietors  and  first  adventurers  to  that  country  ; 
men  who  had  to  contend  with  dangers,  and  endure 
sufferings,  not  easily  to  be  imagined  by  the  present 
population  ;  and  more  easily  conceived  than  de- 
scribed by  those  who  witnessed  and  participated 
in  them. 

In  this  state  of  things,  removed  at  a  great  dis- 
tance from  the  seat  of  government  in  Virginia, 
laboring  under  difficulties  and  embarrassments, 
which  were  not  felt  and  duly  appreciated  by  the 
great  body  of  the  people  of  Virginia,  the  citizens 
of  the  then  district  of  Kentucky  petitioned  the 
Legislature  of  Virginia  to  permit  them  to  become 
a  free  and  sovereign  State.  The  politicians  who 
filled  the  public  councils  of  the  State,  at  that  pe- 
riod, upon  becoming  more  intimately  acquainted 
with  the  wants,  interests,  and  difficulties  of  the 
people  of  Kentucky,  were  satisfied  that  their  fu- 
ture happiness  and  prosperity  depended  upon  the 
favorable  issue  of  their  application. 

In  1789,  a  law  passed  the  Legislature  prescrib- 
ing the  conditions  upon  which  this  new  govern- 
ment was  to  be  established.  This  is  what  is 
termed,  in  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
•'  The  compact  with  Virginia."  By  the  seventh 
section  of  that  compact,  it  is  provided  that  all  pri- 
vate rights  and  interests  of  lands  within  the  pro- 
posed district,  derived  from  the  laws  of  Virginia, 
prior  to  such  separation,  shall  remain  valid  and 
secure  under  the  laws  of  the  proposed  State,  and 
shall  be  determined  by  the  laws  now  in  existence 
in  this  State. 

The  latter  clause  of  the  eighth  section  reads  as 
follows:  "Nor  shall  a  neglect  of  cultivation  or 
'  improvement  of  any  land  within  the  proposed 
'  State,  or  this  Commonwealth,  belonging  to  non- 
'  resident  citizens  of  the  other,  subject  such  non- 

*  residents  to  forfeiture,  or  other  penalty,  within 
'  the  term  of  six  years  after  the  admission  of  the 

•  said  Slate  into  the  Federal  Union."  These  are, 
substantially,  the  only  parts  of  the  compact  which 
have  any   connexion   with   the  present  subject 
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This  compact  is  made  a  part  of  the  constitutioa 
of  Kentucky.     The  Supreme  Court,  in  their  opin- 
ion, do  not  decide  upon  it  as  a  part  of  the  con- 
stitution of  the  Slate,  but  as  a  contrart  between 
the  State  of  Virginia  and  the  State  of  Kentucky. 
Whether  this  act  of  the  Virginia  Legislature  can 
be  denominated  a  contract,  within  the  meaning 
and  purview  of  the  tenth  section  of  the  first  arti- 
cle of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  which 
prohibits  "a  State  from  passing  laws  impairing 
the  obligation  of  contracts,"  is  a  question  I  leave 
for  others  to  decide.     It  is  not  necessary  for  my 
purpose  that  I  should  here  discuss  it.     Virginia, 
at  the  date  of  the  compact,  had  no  statutory  pro- 
vision similar  to  the  occupying  claimant  laws  of 
Kentucky.     She  had  not   then  felt  the  necessity 
of  them — circumstances  since  that  time  have  made 
it  necessary  for  her  to  protect  the  occupants  of  her 
land,  under  a  practice  adopted  by  her  courts,  not 
very    unlike   the   laws   of  Kentucky.     I   believe 
many  States  in  the  Union   have  been  compelled 
to  resort  to  such  laws.     As  early  as   1796,  Ken- 
tucky commenced  her  legislation  upon  this  sub- 
ject.    Her   best   and   wisest  statesmen   projected 
and  approved  the  law  which   was  then  enacted. 
This  law  provides,  in  substance,  that  if  any  per- 
son shall  peaceably,  and  in  good  faith,  seat  and 
improve  land,  to  which  he  shall  have  a  title  de- 
rived from    the  Commonwealth,    upon    eviction 
therefrom,  by  a  paramount  title,  he  shall  be  paid 
for  all  valuable  and  lasting  improvements  which 
he  shall  have  msideupon  the  land  before  notice  of 
the  adversary  claim,  and  subjects  the  occupant  to 
the  payment  of  rents  and  profits,  after  suit  brought ; 
and  also  compels  him   to  account  for  all  waste, 
dec.,  committed  upon  the  land  ;  and  to  pay  for  the 
deterioration  of  soil.     Is  thece  any  thing  unjust  or 
iniquitous  in   this   law?     I  answer,  no.     It   re- 
ceived the  sanction  of  the  courts  of  Kentucky, 
and  was  acquiesced  in  by  all  classes  of  her  citi- 
zens.    There  was  no  murmuring,no  denial  of  the 
power  in  this  Stale,  to  legislate  upon  the  subject, 
from  1796  to  1811  and  1812,  at  which  period  the 
act  of  1796  was  repealed,  and  that  of  18l2pass>ed. 
Then  it  was,  for  the  first  time,  I  believe,  made  a 
question  of  Constitutional  power  in    the   State. 
The  law,  however,  passed,  not  without  a  violent 
opposition,  by  a  respectable  and  intelligent  minor- 
ity, who,  I   believe,  were  governed   more  in   the 
opposition,  by  the  question  of  policy  and  expe- 
diency, than  Constitutional  power. 

It  is  due  to  candor  to  state  this  law  did  not 
receive  the  sanction  of  the  Governor  of  the  Slate. 
It  was  suspended  for  twelve  months.  Its  princi- 
ples were  the  subject  of  free  and  full  discussion 
before  the  people;  and  at  the  succeeding  Legisla- 
ture it  was  passed  by  a  Constitutional  majority  of 
both  branches,  the  Governor's  objection  notwith- 
standing. 

This  latter  act  exempts  the  occupant  from  the 
payment  of  rents  and  profits,  until  after  judgment 
of  eviction  or  decree  shall  be  pronounced  against 
him.  It  compels  the  successful  claimant  to  pay 
the  cost  of  seating  and  improving  the  land;  and 
moreover  provides,  that,  if  the  valuation  of  the 
improvements  shall  exceed  three-fourths  the  value 
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of  ihe  land  in  its  unimproved  state,  then  the  suc- 
cessful  claimant  may    compel    the   occupant   to 


will  acknowledge  that  Kentucky  ought  to  feel  on 
this  subject ;  and  siie  ha>,  through  her  Legislature, 


keep  the  land,  and  to  pay  for  the  same  the  amount    expressed  that  feeling  to  the  nation. 


of  valuation  fixed  by  commissioners  to  be  appoint- 
ed by  the  court.  These  commissioners  are  direct- 
ed to  make  the  estimates,  as  well  of  the  rents, 
profits,  and  value  of  the  land,  as  the  costs  of  seat- 
ing and  improving  the  same,  together  with  the 


Not  long  after  the  passage  of  the  act  of  1812, 
its  validity  was  questioned  in  the  appellate  court 
of  the  State.  The  judges  of  that  court,  men  of 
intelligence,  and  who,  as  jurists,  would  not  be 
shaded   in  a  comparison  with   the  justices  of  the 


not  had  an  opportunity  of  examining  it.''''  It  was  not 
my  purpose,  nor  is  it  required  of  me,  by  the  na- 
ture of  the  proposition  on  your  table,  to  maintain 
the  validity  of  those  laws  ;  nor  will  I  indulge  an 
uncharitable  opinion  of  those  whose   interest  or 


waste  and  damage  committed,  and  reduction  of,  Supreme  or  any  court,  decided,  not  by  a  minority, 
soil.  The  report  of  these  commissioners  upon  i  but  by  the  undivided  opinion  of  the  whole  court, 
oath,  (seven  in  number,)  was  to  receive  the  sane-  I  that  the  Legislature  had  the  power  to  pass  the  law 
lion  ol  the  court,  and  to  be  made  the  basis  of  their  i  of  1812. 

judgment.  Until  the  court  had  thus  disposed  of  This  decision,  supported  by  reasons  irresistible, 
the  question  of  improvements,  «tc.,  no  writ  of  I  the  Supreme  Court,  (alihough  the  book  which 
pojwession  could  issue  upon  the  original  judgment.  \  contained  it,  was  in  the  Library  of  Congress,  to 
Such  are  the  outlines  of  the  two  acts  of  the  Le-  \  which  they  had  unlimited  access,)  say  they  "  have 
gislature  of  Kentiicky,  passed  under  a  most  thor- 
ough conviction  that  she  possessed  the  power,  and 
deeply  impressed  with  the  belief,  that  they  were  I 
demanded  by  the  condition  of  the  country. 

And,  whatever  may  have  been  said  about  the 
infraction  of  Constitutional  law,  the  purity  of  the  j  duty  it  was  to  contest  them.     1  am  only  anxious 
motives  of  the  Legislature  who  passed,  and  the  |  to  evince  to  the  Committee  their  importance,  and 
judges  who  approved  their  adoption,  has  never  ;  to  satisfy  them  they  were  not  the  enactments  of 
been,  cannot  be,  questioned.     It  requires  the  efforts  !  hasty   and  inconsiderate  legislation,  but  the  pro- 
of refined  legal  subtilty  to  demonstrate  clearly  the  j  ductions  of  soberness  and   rea>on,  dictated   by  a 
unconstitutionality  of   those  laws.      The  eighth    bOund  policy,  imperiously  demanded  by  necessity, 
section  of  the  compact  permits  the  Legislature  of  j  and  approved  by  the  judgments,  not  only  of  the 
Kentucky,  after  six  years,  to  subject  the  lands  of    people,  but  the  Legislature  and  the  courts  of  the 
non-resident  proprietors  to  forfeiture  for  non-culti-    State.     When  laws  of  so  much  importance  to  the 
valion.    From  this  clause,  it  seems  a  milder  power    prosperity  and   happiness  of  a  State,  sanctioned 
might  be  inferred — oneof  less  magnitude — a  pow- i  by  successive  Legislatures  and  courts,  consisting 
er  which,  by  its  exercise,  saves  to  the  non-resident  i  of  judges  of  great   talents,  shall   have  been  pros- 
his  land  from  forfeiture  for  non-cuHivation,  by  re-  \  traied  by  the  opinion  of  three  justices,  however 
quiring  him  to  pay  the  meritorious  occupant  for    learned   and  dignified,  it  becomes  the  duly  of  the 
doing  that  which  ihe  State  had  a  right  to  compel  .  Stales  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  organ- 
him   to  do,   viz  :    the  improvement  of  his  land  ;  izing  that  court  that  more  security  shall  be  given 


within  her  territory.  The  delay  incident  to  the 
investigation  and  trial  of  a  land  cause,  (to  say 
nothing  of  the  designed  procrastination  of  it  by 
the  artful  claimants,  with  a  view  to  swell  the 
item  of  rents  on  the  final  account,)  furnished  a 
very  just  reason  for  a  change  or  repeal  of  the  act 
of  1796. 

Suits  have  lingered  upon  the  dockets  for  twenty 
years,  and,  in  some  instances,  longer.     Under  the 


to  their  respective  rights.  The  opinion  of  the 
Supreme  Court  in  the  case  of  Green  and  Biddle 
may  be  correct;  ills,  nevertheless,  unsatisfactory 
and  afflicting  to  my  constituents ;  nay,  sir,  to  the 
whole  State — unsatisfactory,  because  it  is  the 
opinion  of  a  minority  of  the  members  of  the  court, 
without  the  aid  of  its  head^  opposed  to  the  opinion 
of  the  Legislature,  and  the  inferior  and  superior 
courts  of  the  State  ;  afflicting,  becaui^  the  char- 


act  of  1796,  the  occupant  was  charged  with  the    acter  of  the  State  has  been   traduced — not  by  the 


rents  after  the  commencement  of  the  suit;  and 
it  not  unfrequently  happened  that,  after  losing 
his  home,  and  bis  labor  of  twenty  years,  he  was 
ruined  by  a  demand  for  rents  of  land  which  he 
believed  to  be  his  own.  It  was  thought  the  act  of 
1796  was  defective  in  other  respects.  The  num- 
ber of  suits  was  continually  increasing,  and  the 
occupants  not  only  feared  the  loss  of  their  lands 
and  improvements,  but  ruin  by  a  claim  for  back 
rents.  The  gradual  improvement  of  the  country 
was  consequently  retarded. 

I  have  been  thus  particular,  Mr.  Chairman, 
(and,  I  fear,  tedious,)  in  order  that  the  Committee 
and  the  public  shall  understand  the  nature  and 
character  of  those  laws.  I  am  anxious  that  the 
councils  of  my  Slate  shall  be  acquitted  of  all  im- 
purity of  motive. 

If  I  have  given  you  a  correct  history  and  char- 
acter of  these  laws,  (aud  I  believe  I  have,)  you 


court,  but  by  thoNC  who,  like  the  justices,  were  un 
acquainted  with  the  real  condition  and  character 
of  the  people  for  whose  safety  and  protection  these 
laws  were  enacted.  I  will  not  contend,  as  some 
have  done,  that  the  case  of  Green  and  Biddle  was 
not  legitimately  before  the  court,  nor  that  it  was 
an  act  of  usurpation  in  the  court  to  have  assumed 
jurisdiction  of  the  cause.  The  question  involving 
the  validity  of  these  laws  was  fairly  presented  to 
the  court  tor  its  decision.  I  adtnit  the  right  and 
the  power  of  the  Judiciary  to  decide  upon  Consti- 
tutional questions;  and,  when  fairly  presented, it  be- 
comes their  duty  to  decide  them  upon  their  Consti- 
tutional responsibility.  I  am  desirous,  therefore, 
that,  whenever  the  occasion  arises  for  the  exercise 
of  this  high  and  important  power  by  the  Judiciary, 
it  shall  be  exercised  in  the  mode  best  calculated 
to  administer  justice,  and  inspire  confidence  in 
the  public  mind.     What  better  mode  can  you 
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adopt,  combining  these  two  great  objects,  than 
the  one  suggested  by  the  resolutions  offered  by  my 
..colleague  7 

The  prostration  of  those  laws,  so  indispensable 
to  the  prosperity  of  the  State  ;  laws  which  secured 
to  the  industrious  occupant,  should  he  be  unhoused 
by  a  better  title,  an  indemnity  for  his  labor  be- 
stowed upon  the  land  ;  and  of  a  policy,  existing 
for  twenty-five  years,  sanctioned  by  a  large  ma- 
jority of  the  Legislature  ;  approved  and  sustained 
by  the  unanimous  decisions  of  the  supreme  court 
of  the  State;  made  the  basis  of  numerous  com- 
promises and  contracts,  was  well  calculated  to 
produce  a  shock  in  public  feeling,  and  to  call  forth 
the  almost  unanimous  voice  of  the  whole  State, 
against  the  correctness  of  the  opinion  of  the  three 
justices  of  the  supreme  court. 

I  have  said,  the  power  to  decide  upon  Constitu- 
tional questions,  involving  the  validity  of  the  laws 
or  constitution  of  a  Slate,  appertain  to  this  court. 
Yes,  sir,  they  have  the  power,  not  only  to  fritter 
down  the  sovereignty  of  the  State  governments, 
but  to  set  at  defiance  the  legislative  powers  of 
Congress.  It  is  necessary  that  the  power  to  decide 
upon  Constitutional  law,  should  be  vested  in  the 
judiciary;  and  it  is  the  duly  of  the  Representa- 
tives of  the  people  to  watch,  with  a  vigilant  eye 
its  exercise.  I  do  not  mean  to  say,  that  the  power, 
in  this  case,  has  been  intentionally  abused.  Its 
exercise,  however,  by  a  minority  of  the  court,  has 
spread  dismay  over  the  whole  State.  In  ordinary 
cases,  where  the  Legislature  may  have  trespassed 
upon  the  confines  of  the  Constitution,  and  the 
encroachment  is  repelled  by  the  judiciary,  reform 
and  amendment  may  take  place.  Was  this  the 
condition  of  Kentucky:  did  the  decision  leave  a 
hope  that  any  future  legislation  upon  the  subject, 
even  in  conformity  with  what  Virginia,  since  the 
compact,  has  prescribed  for  her  own  citizens,  was 
permissible,  we  should  not  not  feel  so  sensibly  the 
effects  of  the  opinion  of  the  court.  The  court 
deny  to  Kentucky  the  right  to  legislate  in  refer- 
ence to  this  subject.  Virginia  has  parted  with  the 
soil  and  sovereignly:  she  cannot  therefore  legis- 
late ;  nor  can  the  two  States,  by  any  alteration  of 
the  terms  of  the  compact,  (if  the  decision  be  cor- 
rect,) resume  the  power  in  themselves,  jointly  or 
separately,  to  legislate  upon  the  question  of  land 
titles,  acquired  prior  to  1792,  in  the  Stale  of  Ken- 
tucky. 

Did  Virginia  possess  the  power,  and  were  her 
statesmen  made  acquainted  with  the  real  condition 
of  those  for  whose  benefits  those  laws  were  passed, 
I  know  that  she  estimates  too  highly  the  blessings 
of  a  free  Government,  to  refuse  relief,  such  as  that 
extended  by  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky,  to  those 
whose  lands  were  lost  by  adversary  titles. 

Kentucky  has  no  hope  that  she  can  be  relieved 
by  any  act  of  Congress,  from  the  evils  which  the 
misguided  policy  of  her  parent  State  forced,  and 
the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  has  riveted 
upon  her.  She  must,  and  she  will,  with  that 
firmness  and  patriotism  with  which  she  has  been 
hitherto  characterized,  maintain,  under  all  cir- 
cumstances, her  attachment  to  the  Union,  her 
reveience  for  the  coastituted  authorities  of  the 


Government.  She  has  never  deserted  the  General 
Government,  nor  is  she  willing  to  be  abandoned 
by  it. 

It  is   her  anxiety  for  the  preservation  of  this 
Union,  which  has  produced  the  memorial  on  your 
table.     She  believes  it  is  best  preserved  by  a  due 
regard   to  the  inviolability  of  State  rights;  and, 
sir,  what  does  she  ask  you  to  do  ?     To  declare, 
by  law,  that  the  solemn  act  of  the  Legislature, 
the  Constitution,  the  sound  and  settled  policy  of 
the   States,  shall   not  be  prostrated  by  your  judi- 
ciary, which  was  once  thought  the  weakest  de- 
partment of  Government,  unless  there  shall  be  at 
least   the  concurrent  opinion  of  five  judges.     I 
would  extend  it  further,  and  say,  they  should  not 
declare  an  act  of  Congress  unconstitutional,  with- 
out such  coincidence  of  opinion.     This,  by  many^, 
is  thought  not  necessary  ;  and  since  I  have  re- 
flected  upon  the  subject,  I  do  not  recollect  that 
they  have,  in  any  instance,  decided  against  the 
validity  of  an  act  of  Congress,  save  one,  which  re- 
quired some  unimportant  duly  to  be  performed  by 
themselves,  under  the  pension  act.     I  have  thought 
it  would  be  altogether  useless  legislation,  and  this 
determination  is  strengthened  by  the  fact,  that  the 
alien  and  sedition  act  received  the  support  of  the 
Federal  judiciary.     The  doctrine  of  "  incidental, 
resulting,  and  necessary  powers  of  Congress,"  re- 
cognised by  the  court  in  the  bank  and  other  cases, 
furnishes  us  ample  security  in  the  free  exercise  of 
our  powers,  if  it  does  not  tempt  us  to  transcend 
them. 

The  ill  fate  which  has  befallen  my  State,  in  that 
court,  induced  me  to  make  some  little  examina- 
tion into  the  "current  of  decisions,"  where  the 
rights  of  States  were  directly  or  collaterally  drawn 
in  question  ;  and,  sir,  I  find  them,  like  the  needle, 
which  always  directs  us  to  the  same  pole,  inva- 
riably tending  to  the  amplification  of  the  powers 
of  the  General  Government,  and  a  corresponding 
restriction  of  State  sovereignty.  Georgia,  Penn- 
sylvania, Virginia,  New  York,  Ohio,  and  Ken- 
tucky, have  shared,  each  in  their  turn,  the  same 
fate.  I  do  not  recollect  a  single  case  before  that 
court,  in  which  the  question  of  State  power,  in 
confliction  with  the  supposed  powers  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government,  was  involved,  where  the  deci- 
sion has  been  in  favor  of  the  power  claimed  by 
the  State.  I  will  not  undertake  to  say  that  the 
whole  of  these  opinions  were  wrong.  I  must  be 
permitted  to  say  that  the  States  have  been  ex- 
tremely unfortunate  before  that  enlightened  tri- 
bunal. At  the  rate  they  have  heretofore  progress- 
ed. It  will  not  take  long  to  fritter  down  the  State 
governments  to  "  mere  petty  corporations,"  acting 
by  the  authority  and  permission  of  the  General 
Government — I  should  have  said  the  weakest  de- 
partment of  that  Government.  It  is  tyne  for  the 
States  to  inquire  into  the  cause  of  this  state  of  • 
things;  and  in  order,  at  least,  to  inspire  greater 
confidence  in  the  opinions  of  that  tribunal,  which 
shall  declare  null  and  void  their  constitutions,  and 
the  solemn  acts  of  their  legislature--^,  they  should 
cause  a  greater  volume  of  intellect  to  flow  into 
the  judicial  channel.  The  powers  which  the 
Supreme  Court  possesses  under  theCoDstitutioo,  !• 
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be  exercised  in  the  maoDer  prescribed  by  the  25th 
sectionof  the  judiciary  act  are  tremendous;  such 
as,  if  abused,  from  ignorance  or  by  design,  may, 
one  day  or  other,  shake  thisconfederati  ve  Republic 
to  the  very  centre.  Let  us  provide,  then,  by  law, 
as  far  as  we  have  the  power,  against  the  chances 
of  such  an  event.  Is  there  any  valid  objection  to 
the  resolution  ?  Is  there  any  thing  in  them  con- 
trary to  the  theory  of  our  Government  ?  Will  it 
prevent,  or  obstruct,  a  due  administration  of  jus- 
tice in  that  court  ?  I  have  not  been  able,  in  my  own 
mind,  to  anticipate  any  evil  consequences  which 
are  to  grow  out  of  the  adoption  of  the  resolutions 
offered  by  my  colleague  ;  I  have  not,  as  yet,  heard 
any  opposition  suggested  ;  and  I  shall  conclude, 
under  the  hope  that  none  will  be  made.  At  least, 
I  shall  have  the  consolation  of  having  discharged 
a  duty  which  I  owed  to  my  State,  whose  interest 
and  character  are  dear  to  me;  and  which,  I  re- 
gret I  have  not  been  able  to  do  m  a  more  accept- 
able manner. 

Mr.  Trimble,  of  Kentucky,  wanted  to  say  a 
few  words,  and  would  detain  the  Committee  only 
a  few  mmutes.     He  thought  the  subject  might  be 
placed  in  a  new  aspect,  as  important  as  any  that 
had  been  given  to  it.     What,  said  he,  is  the  ques- 
tion ;  and  how  does  it  come  before  us  ?     A  com- 
pact exists  between   the  Slates  of  Virginia  and 
Kentucky.      A  citizen  of  Kentucky,    holding  a 
title  to  land  there  under  the  laws  of  Virginia,  or 
a  non-resident  (say  a  citizen  of  Virginia)  holding, 
in  like  manner,  a  title  to  lands  in  Kentucky,  de- 
rived  from  the  laws  of  Virginia  or   Kentucky, 
brings  an  action  at  law  or  suit  in  chancery  for  the 
land,  and  obtains  a  judgment  or  decree  in   his 
favor,  under  which  he  is  put  in  possession  of  his 
right.     The  occupant,  who  was  sued,  holds  a  title 
of  record   for  the  same  land,  derived  under  the 
same  code  of  laws,  which  title  he  exhibits  to  the 
court,  and   thereupon   demands  payment  for  the 
Talue  of  the  lastmg  improvements  made  by  him 
on  the  land,  and  requires  an   assessment  of  the 
Talue  of  those  improvements  under  the  laws  of 
Kentucky,  usually  called  the  ''Occupant  laws;" 
the  adverse  party  contests  the  right  of  the  occu- 
pant to  claim  payment  for  his  improvements,  upon 
the  plea  that  the  Occupant  laws  are  in  violation  of 
the  compact  between  the  two  States.     The  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States  and  the  infe- 
rior courts  take  cognizance  of  the  case  under  the 
second  section  of  the  third  article  of  the  Federal 
Constitution,  in  which  article  we  find  the  follow- 
ing clauses,  among  others,   viz:    "The  judicial 

•  power  (of  the  United  States)  shall  extend  to  con- 
'  troversies  between  two  or  more  Slates,  between 
'  a  Sute  and  citizens  of  another  State,  between 
'  citizens  of  different  Slates,  between  citizens  of 
'  the  same  Slate  claiming  lands  under  grants  of 

•  diderent  States,  and  between  a  State,  or  the  cit- 
'  izens    thereof,  and   foreign    States,  citizens,  or 

•  subjects."  And  thus  the  right  and  power  of  ihe 
Stale  of  Kentucky  to  pass  the  Occupant  laws,  and 
the  validity  of  the  laws  themselves,  are  drawn  in 
question  before  the  Supreme  Court.  Mr.  T.  re- 
lerred  to  the  case  of  Greeu  and  Biddle  as  an  ex- 
ample, the  details  of  which  would  be  found  in  the 


remonstrance  from  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky. 
It  was  known,  he  said,  that  only  four  of  the  seven 
judges  sat  in  that  case,  three  of  whom  were  of 
opinion  that  the  State  of  Kentucky  had  no  power 
to  pass  the  Occupant  laws  just  referred  to,  and 
the  other  judge  dissented  ;  so  that,  in  point  of  fact, 
only  three  judges  concurred  in  the  opinion  declar- 
ing those  laws   invalid.     la   this  respect  it   is  a 
question  of  State  powers  and  Slate  rights,  and  he 
would  like  to  know  when  and  how  a  minority  of 
the  Supreme  Court  became  possessed  of  the  power 
to  decide  against   the  validity  of  a  State  law? 
Was  it  right  to  suffer  a  minority  of  the  court  to 
exercise  such  broad  powers  ?    The  friends  of  State 
rights  insist  that  a  law  of  Congress  ought  to  pass, 
declaring  that  no  decision   shall  be  given  by  the 
court  in  such  cases,  unless  a  majority  of  all  ihe 
judges  shall  concur  in  it.     His  own  opinion,  look- 
ing to  the  policy  of  the  question,  was,  that  the  law 
ought  to  require  a  concurrence  of  at  least  five  of 
the  seven  judges,  if  not  all  of  them.     Would  any 
member  show  him  a  solid  objection  to  that  num- 
ber ?     Look,  said  he,  at  the  root  of  the  question  : 
each  Stale  has  plenary  power — legislative,  execu- 
tive, and  judicial — over  all  its  municipal  concerns. 
The  power  of  each  is  paramount  within  its  own 
limits,  except  in  those  cases  where  all  ha  ve  brought 
themselves   under   Federal  subordination.      The 
States  grant  to  Congress  and  the  narion  the  su- 
premacy  over  certain   enumerated   subjecLn,  and 
they  retain  the  supremacy  over  all  other  subjects. 
Now,  suppose  the  States  to  be  yet  independent  of 
each  other,  and  foreign  to  each  other,  as  they  were 
before  the  Federation  ;  how  would  two  or  more  of 
them  decide  a  dispute  between  them,  or  between 
their  citizens  ?     Exactly   as  all  sovereigns  have 
done,  and  are  compelled  to  do — abandon  the  dis- 
pute, or  settle  it  by  making  war,  or  by  reprisals, 
to  enforce  the  right,  or  by  sending  ambassadors  to 
make  a  treaty  of  settlement  and  compromise;  or 
by  referring  the  matter  in  contest  to  friendly  sov- 
erei(;ns  as  arbitrators.      But   the   framers  of  the 
Constitution  foresaw  that  Federal  and  State  rights 
and   powers   might  come   in   conflict  with   each 
other,  and  that  controversies  might  arise  between 
two  or  more  States,  or  between  a  State  and  citi- 
zens of  other  Slates,  or  l>etween  citizens  of  differ- 
ent States;  and   they   knew   that   the  system  of 
Federation    would    be   incomplete,    unless   some 
mode  could   be  devised   by  which  such   disputes 
could   be  peaceably  adjusted,  because  they  must 
have  known  that  such  disputes  had  dissolved  and 
destroyed   all   the  old  confederations  of  the  old 
continents.     Two  modes  of  adjustment  were  sug- 
gested, first,  to  leave  each  State  the  right  of  nam- 
ing friendly  arbitrators  upon  each  contested  ques- 
tion as  it  should  arise;  and,  second,  to  constitute 
a  body  of  perpetual  arbitrators.     The  first  mode 
was  in  use  among  the  ancients,  and  the  last  was 
once  in  use,  and  probably  yet  is,  among  the  Swiss 
Cantons.     It  is  ihe  mode  adopted  in  our  Consti- 
tution;  the  power  is  vested  in  the  Supreme  Court, 
and  Its  subordinate  courts,  and  the  judges  are  con- 
stituted a  perpetual  body  of  friendly  arbitrators. 
He  called  them  frimdly  arbitrators,  because  there 
was  no  magic  in  ihe  word  judge — all  judges  being 
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nothing  more  nor  less  than  friendly  referees.  The 
court  takes  the  place  of  friendly  sovereigns,  and 
are  agreed  upon  before-hand  to  determine  certain 
high  disputes,  which,  if  that  provision  had  been 
left  out  of  the  Constitution,  would  have  been  set- 
tled by  war  or  by  treaties,  as  among  other  sove- 
reign powers.  But  the  Constitution  itself  is  in 
the  nature  of  a  treaty  ;  it  is  an  agreement — a  sol- 
emn compact — a  compact  of  union — a  perpetual 
treaty  of  union — and  therefore  he  thought  it  strict- 
ly proper  to  say,  that  the  Slates,  and  the  people 
of  the  States,  had  stipulated  and  agreed  that  the 
judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  should  be  friendly 
arbitrators,  to  determine  all  controversies  arising 
in  the  class  of  cases  enumerated  in  the  second  sec- 
tion of  the  third  article  of  that  instrument;  and 
here  the  main  question  comes  forward :  How  many 
of  these  arbitrators  ought  to  concur  in  a  decision, 
where  the  validity  of  State  laws  are  disputed? 
Shall  all  concur,  or  a  bare  majority ;  or  some  in- 
termediate number;  or  can  a  minority  decide? 
We  are  here  debating  the  proposition,  but  no  one 
ventures  to  defend  the  propriety  or  policy  of  letting 
a  minority  exercise  the  power.  Shall  it  be  left  to 
m  bare  majority  ?  Can  we  deduce  a  sound  rule 
from  the  liieory  or  practice  of  our  Government  ? 
The  Constitution  is  silent  on  the  subject.  It  de- 
clares that — "The  judicial  power  of  the  United 

*  States  shall  be  vested  in  one  Supreme  Court, 

*  and  in  such  inferior  courts  as  the  Congress  may, 
'  from  time  to  time,  ordain  and  establish."  The 
Federal  courts  were  established  by  the  law  of 
September,  1789,  and  that  law  enacts  that  the 
Supreme  Court  shall  consist  of  one  Chief  Justice 
and  five  Associate  Justices,  any  four  of  whom 
are  declared  lo  be  a  quorum  to  do  business ;  but 
it  omits  to  say  how  many  shall  concur  in  giving 
a  decision.  That  omission,  however,  was  sup- 
plied by  the  compulsive  operation  of  the  law :  If 
the  six  judges  sat  in  a  cause,  three  of  ihem  could 
not  decide  against  a  Stale  law ;  but  if  four  of  them 
were  ready  to  concur,  the  court  could  then  give 
judgment;  but  four  is  two-thirds  of  six;  and  so, 
from  the  necessity  of  the  case,  a  State  law  was 
not  invalidated  until  two-thirds  of  all  the  judges 
were  against  it.  If  only  five  judges  sat  in  a 
cause,  three,  being  a  majority  of  five,  could  render 
a  decree;  and  if  only  four  sat,  three  of  them  must 
concur,  or  else  the  court  would  be  equally  di- 
vided ;  and  thus  it  happened  from  necessity  that 
no  decision  could  be  made  against  a  Slate  law, 
unless  two-thirds  of  the  whole  court  concurred 
when  all  sat,  or  three-fifths  when  fivesat,  or  three- 
fourths  when  only  four  sat.  And  here  he  entreated 
gentlemen  to  remark,  that  no  slate  of  things  could 
possibly  occur,  in  which  a  minority  of  the  whole 
court  could  invalidate  a  law.  The  conformation 
of  the  court  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  the  body  to 
encroach  upon  State  rights  by  the  invalidation  of 
Slate  laws.  By  the  act  of  February,  1807,  the 
court  is  to  consist  of  seven  judges,  but  no  further 
regulation  is  made  in  that  law,  and  of  course  four 
continued  to  be  a  quorum  to  do  business.  But  as 
three  is  a  majority  of  four,  or  of  five,  and  a  mi- 
nority of  seven,  it  is  obvious,  that  when  only  four 
or  five  of  the  judges  sat  in  a  cause,  a  minority  of 


the  body  could  invalidate  a  State  law.  The  act 
of  1807  ought  to  have  directed  how  many  of  th« 
judges  should  concur  upon  questions  touching 
State  rights,  but  it  was  then  neglected,  and  Con- 
gress is  now  called  upon  lo  supply  the  omission. 
Shall  we  leave  the  court  to  regulate  itself,  or  shall 
It  be  put  "  under  such  regulations  as  the  Congress 
shall  make."  How  shall  we  find  a  rule?  Bf 
analogy,  by  looking  into  the  theory  and  practice 
of  the  Federal  Government  and  the  Slate  Got- 
ernments,  by  consulting  the  reason  of  the  thing, 
by  following  the  dictates  of  sound  policy. 

By  analogy :  Sute  power  and  State  rights  are 
put  in  question,  and  therefore  the  case  of  two  sove> 
reigns,  referring  a  matter  in  controversy  to  other 
friendly  sovereigns,  bears  a  close  analogy.  It 
would  be  called,  at  the  bar  of  the  court,  a  case  in 
point;  and  yet  there  is  not  a  case  to  be  found  in 
all  the  books  of  international  law,  wherein  three 
or  more  friendly  sovereigns  have  decided  a  dis- 
pute referred  to  them,  unless  all  of  them  concurred 
in  the  opinion.  In  such  cases,  an  award  by  a 
minority,  or  a  bare  majority,  would  be  pronounced 
as  an  outrage  upon  the  parties  making  the  sub- 
mission. No  sovereign  would  submit,  and  no 
nation  ought  to  submit,  to  an  umpire  of  minor- 
ities. Mr.  T.  again  asserted,  that  by  our  own 
Constitution,  the  judges  are  put  in  the  place  of 
friendly  sovereigns,  acting  as  referees  oetween 
sovereigns,  so  far,  at  least,  as  Slate  rights  and 
Slate  laws  are  drawn  in  question  before  them, 
and  that,  therefore,  they  ought  lo  govern  them- 
selves by  the  rules  and  usages  adopted  by  those 
who  arbitrate  between  sovereigns.  These  rulM 
would  require  a  concurrence  of  all  the  judges,  and 
he  thought  it  quite  probable  that  the  time  would 
come,  when  those  rules  would  have  lo  be  adopted. 
Take  the  case  of  a  reference  in  court,  to  three  ar- 
bitrators, by  consent  of  parties;  all  of  them  must 
concur  in  the  award,  unless  the  order  of  reference 
specially  declares,  that  any  two  of  the  number 
may  decide  the  matter.  From  thus,  and  similar 
cases,  he  argued,  that  all  analogies  required  a 
concurrence  of  the  whole  body  of  judges  or  arbi- 
trators. In  all  the  State  constitutions,  there  are 
clauses  declaring  what  number  of  members  shall 
form  a  quorum  to  do  business  in  the  legislative 
body;  and  why?  Because  it  is  generally  under- 
stood that,  without  such  a  clause,  none  of  the 
members  could  rightfully  act  until  all  were  pres- 
ent A  similar  clause,  he  said,  would  be  found  in 
the  Federal  Constitution. 

But  again  :  in  all  the  States,  without  exception, 
if  a  court  is  constituted  of  three  or  more  judges, 
we  shall  find  a  law  declaring  how  many  of  the 
judges  shall  form  a  quorum  to  do  business:  and 
whv  ?  Because  it  is  believed  every  where,  that. 
without  such  a  regulation,  no  cause  could  be  heard 
unless  all  the  judges  were  on  the  bench.  The 
rule  of  quorums  is  sometimes  found  in  the  consti- 
tution of  the  Slate,  as  in  Ohio;  but  is  generally- 
found  in  the  Stale  laws.  And  in  the  case  before 
the  Committee,  the  Congress  of  1789  must  have 
held  the  same  opinion,  or  else,  why  enact  that 
four  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  should  be  a  quo- 
rum ?     In  fact,  said  lie,  we  find  the  general  prin- 
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ciple  every  whiere,  and  in  all  the  departments  of 
our  Federal  and  State  Governments.  And  all  the 
ezceptioDs  to  it  appear  to  have  grown  up  under 
special  provisions.  This  much  at  least  was  clearly 
true  as  to  all  our  judical  departments;  first,  that 
the  body  cannot  fractionize  its  integral  powers; 
•econd,  that  its  power  of  action  belongs  to  its  inte- 
ger, and  not  to  fractions  of  it,  unless  the  law  has 
so  provided;  and,  third,  that  there  is  no  judicial 
usage  to  justify  this  alarming  arrogation  of  power 
by  enormities,  more  especially  as  all  the  excep- 
tions are  found  to  rest  upon  special  reasons,  which 
only  fortify  the  general  principle.  It  is  true  that 
our  system  operates  upon  majorities  generally ; 
and  yet  we  often  find  departure  from  that  princi- 
ple ;  not  in  behalf  of  minorities,  but  always  in  fa- 
vor of  augmented  majorities  approximating  unan- 
imous concurrence.  For  instance,  the  Federal 
Constitution  cannot  be  amended  unless  three- 
fourths  of  the  States  concur.  Now,  it  is  known 
to  every  one,  that  the  construction  of  the  judges 
is  the  true  reading  of  the  Constitution,  and  the 
person  and  property  of  every  citizen  must  stand 
or  fall  by  it.  But  these  constructions  are  in  the 
nature  ot  explanatory  amendments ;  and  surely,  if 
less  than  three-fourths  of  the  States  cannot  amend 
the  Constitution,  less  than  three-fourths  of  the 
judges  ought  not  to  construe  it.  The  analogy,  as 
it  struck  him.  was  too  close  to  be  resisted.  Simi- 
lar provisions  were  to  be  found  in  the  Slate  con- 
stitutions, and  if  any  of  the  States  have  allowed  a 
minority  of  their  own  judges  to  invalidate  their 
own  laws,  that  was  their  own  aflair;  and  it  did 
not  thence  follow,  that  the  same  State  ought  to 
permit  a  minority  of  the  Federal  Court  to  send  a 
mandate  into  its  territory,  abrogating  its  munici- 
pal laws  and  State  regulations.  There  was  one 
question  which  he  would  barely  state,  but  not  dis- 
cuss, because  it  was  too  grave  to  be  lightly  con- 
sidered. Can  a  minority  of  the  Supreme  Court 
render  a  judgment  or  decree  abrogating  State 
laws?  Is  such  a  judgment  obligatory  on  the 
Slates,  or  is  it  not  a  dead  letter  in  law?  Area 
minority  of  the  judges  legally  competent  to  render 
such  a  judgment  or  decree?  He  had  no  doubt 
that  this  question  would  be  made  before  long  at 
the  bar  of  the  court.  In  his  opinion,  the  court 
ought  themselves  to  have  settled  it,  when  they,  for 
the  first  time,  gave  a  decision  against  the  validity 
of  State  laws. 

As  a  matter  of  policy  :  Was  it  safe  and  fitting 
that  a  State  law  should  be  vacated  by  less  than 
five  judges  out  of  seven  ?  If  it  could  be  shown, 
that,  according  to  juridical  usage,  a  court  has  the 
power  of  declaring  that  a  majority  of  its  body 
should  be  a  quorum,  and  that  a  majority  of  that 
quorum  may  determine  ordinary  cases,  it  would 
not  follow,  iu  his  opinion,  that  the  Supreme  Court 
ought  to  arrogate  such  power.  That  court  sits 
in  judgment  upon  a  class  of  cases,  such  as  were 
never  submitted  to  the  arbitration  of  any  judicial 
tribunal.  It  is  invested  with  higher  powers  than 
were  ever  before  conferred  upon  any  judicial  insti- 
tution. It  may  vacate  a  treaty  made  between  the 
United  Slates  and  foreign  nations;  it  may  inval- 
idate a  compact  or  treaty  made  between  the  Gen- 


eral Government  and  one  or  more  of  the  States; 
it  may  vacate  a  compact  or  treaty  between  two 
or  more  States;  it  may  invalidate  a  law  of  Con- 
gress ;  it  may  vacate  a  State  constitution,  or  annul 
one  or  more  of  its  clauses;  it  may  invalidate  a 
State  law,  or  annul  and  reverse  the  judgments 
and  decrees  of  the  highest  judicial  authorities  of 
the  States!  And  these  are  only  a  part  of  the 
extraordinary  powers  with  which  it  is  clothed, 
over  and  above  theordinary  powers  vested  in  a  court 
of  justice.  It  is  in  fact  a  political  body,  invested 
with  high  political  powers  and  functions.  It  is  a 
perpetual  arbiter  between  political  bodies — between 
sovereign  powers.  Was  there  no  danger  in  suf- 
fering a  minority  or  a  bare  majority  of  such  a  body- 
to  decide  such  grave  and  solemn  controversies 
between  such  parlies  ?  Suppose  this  Committee 
was  now  sitting  as  a  Convention  to  frame  the 
Constitution,  and,  after  vesting  the  Supreme  Court 
with  those  high  powers,  under  the  name  of  juris- 
diction ;  let  us  imagine  that  some  member  has 
offered  a  proposition  to  permit  a  minority  or  a  bare 
majority  of  the  court  to  pass  judgment  on  these 
great  questions,  involving  matter  of  such  deep 
concernment  to  the  States, — would  any  member 
of  this  House  vote  for  the  proposition  ?  He 
thought  himself  justified  in  saying  that  no  one 
would  venture  to  give  it  his  sanction.  The  last 
thing  a  free  people  ought  to  surrender,  should  be 
ihe  power  of  making  their  own  laws;  and,  next 
to  that,  the  power  of  repealing  them.  A  State 
makes  a  dangerous  grant  of  power,  when  it  gives 
another  body  the  power  of  annulling  and  vacating 
Its  own  laws  against  its  own  consent."  Such  a 
power  ought  to  have  strong  checks  upon  it.  A 
bare  majority  is  not  a  sufficient  counter-guard. 
The  concurrence  of  five-sevenths  ought  to  be  re- 
quired, and  entire  unanimity  would  perhaps  be  still 
better.  A  court  ought  to  do  justice;  and  next  to 
that  comes  the  policy  of  giving  general  satisfac- 
tion, if  It  can  do  so  and  do  right.  But  the  Su- 
preme Court  will  never  be  able  to  give  general 
satisfaction,  to  long  as  it  allows  a  minority  of  its 
body  to  abrogate  State  laws.  Such  things  might 
be  tolerated  by  good  men,  in  peaceful  limes ;  but 
among  bad  men,  and  in  bad  times,  no  one  ought 
to  be  held  responsible  for  the  consequences. 

Mr.  T.  insisted  that  all  the  States  had  an  equal 
interest  in  the  proposition  before  the  Committee. 
The  case  of  Green  and  Biddle  had  been  fully 
explained  by  his  colleagues ;  and  he  would  only 
add  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  judges  did  not  under- 
stand the  cause,  or  the  points  involved  in  it;  and 
that  the  decision  was  not  sound  law.  He  did  not 
think  that  any  five  of  the  judges  could  be  brought 
to  concur  in  that  opinion  ;  and  (waiving  the  pride 
of  consistency)  he  did  not  believe  that  the  same 
judges  would  again  concur  in  it ;  he  was  sure,  that 
among  first-rale  judges  upon  any  State  bench  a 
different  decision  would  have  been  given.  Waiv- 
ing the  question  of  sheer  law,  and  keeping  a  sin- 
gle eye  to  the  justice  of  the  matter,  he  had  as  yet 
met  with  no  man  who  condemned  the  Kentucky 
acts  of  Assembly,  after  fully  understanding  them  ; 
and  in  his  opinion  it  would  be  easy  to  show  ihat, 
under  all  circumstances,  the  Stale  had  acted  with 


May,  1824. 


Kentucky  Deaf  amd  Dumb  Asylum. 


H.  OF  R. 


a  degree  of  liberality  and  forbearance  towards 
non-resident  landholders  which  ought  to  command 
the  respecl  of  all  enlightened  statesmen.  He  knew 
that  contrary  impressions  had  been  made  by  land 
speculators  and  their  advocates  upon  persons  un- 
acquainted with  the  situation  of  thecountry  ;  and 
it  was  a  duty  which  the  State  owed  to  itself,  as 
a  member  of  the  Union,  lo  vindicate  the  moral 
justice  of  its  laws  against  the  unjust  aspersions 
thrown  upon  them.  But  as  the  Committee  did 
not  then  wish  to  pursue  that  branch  of  the  inquiry 
any  further,  he  would  reserve  what  he  had  intend- 
ed to  say  until  some  one  should  arraign  those  laws 
as  unjust  in  principle;  if,  indeed,  any  one  could 
be  found   possessing    temerity  enough   to  do  so. 


J«ciiion  of  such  Constitutional  or  l«gal  question  •• 

aforesaid. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of 
the  Union. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Little,  the  House  took  up 
the  bill  "concerning  invalid  pensioners,"  witn 
the  Senate's  amendment,  (striking  out  the  names 
of  a  part  of  the  pensioners.)  Some  conversation 
look  place  between  Messrs,  Little,  Culpeper, 
Caoy,  and  Tracy,  Mr.  Cadv  moved  to  lay  the 
bill  on  the  table;  which  was  negatived. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Little,  the  House  disagreed 
to  so  much  of  the  Senate's  amendment  as  strikes 
out  the  names  of  the  pensioners  at  first  included 


He  hoped  that  the  amendment  offered  by  the  gen-    in  the  bill,  with  the  exception  of  the  names  of 
tleman  from  Georgia  (Mr.  Forsyth)  would  be  I  Sutton,  Lord,  and  Zimmerman 


rejected,  and  that  the  blank  in  the  resolution  would 
be  filled  with  the  number/rc. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKim,  the  Committee  rose, 
and  the  House  adjourned. 


Tcesday,  May  4. 

Mr.  Crowninshield,  from  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Thomas  Shields,"  reported  the  same  without 
amendment,  and  the  bill  was  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Whittlesey,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Lewis  Dolive,  and  others,  inhabitants  of 
Mobile,  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  for  compensa- 
tion for  cattle   taken  for  public  use  in   the  late  I  appointed  on  the  memorial  of  the  Trustees  of  the 


Mr.  OwE.N,  of  Alabama,  advocated  the  case  of 
Sutton ;  Mr.  Longfellow,  that  of  Lord  ;  and  Mr. 
Cady,  that  of  Zimmerman — pensioners  included 
in  the  Senate's  amendment. 

On  the  question  of  agreeing  with  the  Senate  to 
strike  out  the  name  of  Ebenezer  Lord,  there  were 
69  ayes,  and  noes  5S;  so  his  name  was  stricken 
out. 

The  questions  on  Sutton  and  Zimmerman  were 
also  decided  in  the  affirmative;  and  their  names 
were  agreed  to  be  stricken  out. 

The  engrossed  bill  "for  the  relief  of  the  heirs 
of  Miguel  de  Esclava,"  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

DEAF  AND  DUMB  ASYLUM. 

Mr.  MooRE,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  committee 


war;  which  report  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Vance,  of  Ohio,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  granting 
relief  to  certain  purchasers  of  public  lands  lying 
between  Ludlow's  and  Roberts's  lines,  in  the 
Stale  of  Ohio,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a 
bill  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United 
Stales  to  enter  into  certain  negotiations  relative 
to  lands  located  under  Virginia  Military  War- 
rants, lying  between  the  said  lines;  which  bill 
was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Webster  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

Resolved,  That  proviaion  ought  to  be  made  by  law 
that,  in  all  suits  now  pending,  or  which  may  hereafter 
be  pending  in  the  Huprpme  (Jourt  of  the  United 
States,  where  if  drawn  in  question  the  validity  of  any 
treaty,  or  statute  of  a  State,  or  the  constitution  there- 
of, or  of  any  authority  exercised  under  any  State,  on 
the  ground  of  repugnancy  to  the  Constitution,  treaties, 
or  laws,  uf  the  United  States,  no  judgment  shall  be  pro- 
nounced or  rendered  until  a  majority  of  all  the  justices 
of  said  court,  legally  competent  to  sit  in  the  cause,  shall 

concur  in  the  opinion,  either  in  favor  of  or  against  the  |  sity  of  some  provision  fur  human  infirmity  become* 
validity  thereof;  and,  until  such  concurrence,  such  '  more  apparent,  and  charity  finds  a  rapidly  expanding 
suit  shall  be  continued  under  advisement:  Provided,  j  area,  in  which  she  may  exercise  her  godlike  propenai- 
however,  That  said  court  should  not,  by  such  provis-  I  ties.  For  evidence  of  this  truth,  we  may  appeal  to 
ion,  be  prevented  from  rendering  judgment  in  any  ]  the  universal  history  of  civilized  nations,  aa  well  aa  to 
such  suit  when  it  should  be  of  opinion  that  the  final  the  annals  of  those  States  of  our  Commonwealth, 
adjudication  of  the  merits  thereof  did  not  require  the  I  which  have  made  the  most  rapid  progreas  in  poptUa* 


institution  for  the  instruction  of  the  deaf  and 
dumb  in  the  State  of  Kentucky,  made  a  rejwrt  on 
the  said  memorial,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  the 
benefit  of  the  said  institution;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole.     The  report  is  as  follows: 

Your  committee  entered  upon  the  investigation  of 
the  subject  referred  to  them,  deeply  impressed  with 
the  conviction  that  the  great  object  of  human  legisla- 
tion is  to  promote  the  happiness,  as  well  as  the  security 
of  the  species.  Its  legitimate  sphere  extends  beyond 
the  erection  of  fortresaeri,  the  creation  of  military  and 
naval  armaments,  fiscal  amngementa,  the  puniahment 
of  public  crime,  and  the  reward  of  public  virtue;  and 
it  is,  when  it  interposes  its  benignant  power  in  behalf 
of  those  domestic  institutions,  which  are  formed  to 
alleviate  the  ills  which  originate  in  the  infirmity  of  our 
nature,  that  its  advantages  are  most  generally  felt 
and  acknowledged  by  the  maaa  of  society.  In  the  in* 
fancy  of  nations,  indeed,  institutions  of  this  character 
are  so  limited  in  number  and  extent,  as  to  claim  but 
little  attention,  because  the  necessity  of  them  is  less 
obvious  and  imperative.  But,  as  wealth,  refinement, 
and  popuUtion  increase,  bringing  in  their  train  a  mel- 
ancholy series  of  caeualties  and  anomalies,  the  neoes- 
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th«  attention  of  jour  committee  has  bren  called,  are  Irsa 
numeroua,  and  of  more  recent  origin,  than  other  recep- 
taclea  of  human  misfortune,  these  circumstances  may 
be  attributed,  partly,  to  the  relative   paucity  of  casea, 
partly  to  an  amiable  weakneaa,  which   has  prevented 
parents  from  banishing  their  children,  thus  affected, 
from  the  cheering  comforts  and  endearments  of  home 
and  kindred,  and  partly  to  the  incredulity  which  has 
•o  long  prevailed  on  the  subject  of  any  effectual  alle- 
viation which  the  skill  of  man  could  devise  and  apply. 
The  iDfluence  of  these  causes  has,  however,  been,  for 
aome  time,  diminishing.     The  fame  of  the    philan- 
thropic   Abbe    d«    L'Epee,    has   reached    the    utmost 
limits  of  the  civilized  world,  and  humanity  triumphs 
in  the  conviction  that,    even   in   cases  which  come  so 
entirely  home  to  the  ''bosoms  and  business"  of  man- 
kind, the  imperfections  of  our  nature  may  be,  in  some 
degree  at  least,  corrected  by  the  skill  and  perseverance 
of  acience    and   of  art.     Entertaining   these  general 
Tiewa,  your  committee    admit  neither  difficulty   nor 
hesitation,  in  applying  tfiem   to  the  case  which  has 
been  referred  to  their  consideration. 

The  Kentucky  institution  for  the  tuition  of  the 
deaf  and  dumb,  appears  to  your  committee  to  have 
strong  claims  on  the  protecting  benevolence  of  Con- 
gress. It  is  the  only  institution  of  the  kind  existing 
in  all  that  vast  and  fertile  range  of  country  which  lies 
west  of  the  Alleghany  chain  of  mountains.  Institu- 
tions of  this  description,  can  oever,  for  reasons  which 
we  deem  sufficiently  obvious,  become  so  general,  even 
in  the  diminished  ratio  of  the  number  of  persons  for 
whose  benefit  they  are  founded,  as  those  which  have 
for  their  object  the  instruction  of  the  more  favored, 
and,  happily,  far  more  numerous  portion  of  our  spe- 
cies. Your  committee,  therefore,  believe,  that  the 
National  Legislature  would  pursue  a  wise  policy  in 
adopting  as  its  own,  and  cherishing  by  its  protecting 
care,  a  few  establishments  of  this  kind,  already  in  suc- 
cessful operation.  Applications  have  already  been 
made  for  the  admission  of  pupils,  from  many  of  the 
circumjacent  Statea;  nor  have  such  applications  been 
made  in  vain.  Kentucky,  forgetting  her  inability,  in 
the  zeal  and  fervor  of  her  philanthropy,  has  placed  the 
un^rtunate  sons  of  her  sister  8uter  upon  an  equal 
footing  with  her  own.  The  aid  solicited  by  the  peti- 
tioners is  a  boon  asked,  not  for  a  single  member  of  the 
Confederacy,  but  for  a  whole  section  of  country  rapidly 
increasing  in  population  and  resources,  and  justly  en- 
titled to  the  attention  of  Congress.  The  deaf  and 
dumb  asylum  waa  incorporated  and  endowed  by  the 
Legislature  of  Kentucky,  in  1822,  and  went  into  op- 
eration in  the  Spring  of  the  following  year.  At  the 
late  aession  of  that  body,  a  most  respectable  commit- 
tee, composed  of  two  members  of  the  Senate,  and  four 
of  the  Houae  of  Kepresenlatives,  was  appointed  to 
▼isit  and  examine  the  institution.  In  their  report  they 
ray  "that  they  remained  iit  Danville,  and  vmted  the 
•sylum  on  two  successive  days,  and  were  greatly  grati- 
fied in  witnessing  the  progress  made  by  the  pupils, 
whose  facility  and  correctnesi  in  comprehending  the 
signs  made  by  the  teacher,  and  in  expressing  their 
ideas,  exceeded  any  thing  that  could  have  been  anti- 
cipated by  the  most  sanguine  friends  of  the  institution. 
All  those  who  had  been  instructed  for  four  months  in 
the  asylum,  wrote  good  bands,  spelled  correctly,  dec." 
And  the  committee,  sfter  noticing,  m  the  highest  terms 
of  spprobalion,  the  administration  of  the  institution, 
concluded  by  recommending  it  "  to  the  continued  and 
extended  paUonage  of  the  Legislature."     Tho  number 


tion.     If  institutions,  precisely  similar  to  that  to  which  I  of  pupils,  at  that  time,  waa  fourteen  ;  five  more  were 


expected  in  a  few  days,  and  it  was  anticipated  that,  in 
the  course  of  the  present  year,  the  whole  would  amount 
to  forty.  The  trustees  have  ascertained  that  more  than 
one  hundred  and  thirty  persons  in  Kentucky  needed 
the  benefits  which  that  institution  alone  could  confer, 
and  of  these  more  than  one-third  could  receive  them 
only  from  public  munificence.  It  is  believed  that  the 
number  of  cases  in  the  adjacent  States  will  bear  a  like 
proportion  to  their  population.  I'nder  these  circum- 
stances, the  following  resolution  pssscd  both  Houses 
of  the  Kentucky  Legislature.  *•  Heaohed,  That  a  re- 
spectful memorial  from  the  Legialalure  be  transmitted 
to  the  Congress  of  the  United  Slates,  on  behalf  of  the 
Kentucky  Institution  for  the  tuition  of  the  deaf  and 
dumb;  soliciting  their  attention  to  the  petition  of  the 
trustees  of  said  institution  for  the  aid  of  the  National 
Legislature."  From  some  cause,  unknown  to  us,  the 
memorial  thus  ordered,  was  never  presented  by  the 
committee  appointed  to  prepare  it.  Your  committee 
find  that  the  principle  and  policy  of  extending  relief 
to  institutions  of  this  character,  have  been  recognised 
by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  in  a  grant  made 
to  the  Connecticut  asylum,  and  in  that  case  they  dis- 
cover a  strong  precedent  to  justify  the  passage  of  a 
bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  Kentucky  asylum.  They, 
therefore,  beg  leave  to  report  a  bill. 

POST  OFFICE  BILL. 

On  motioti  of  Mr.  F.  Johnson,  the  previous 
orders  of  the  day  were  dispensed  with,  (ayes  76, 
noes  59,)  and  the  House  went  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  "  reducing  into  one  the  sev- 
eral acts  for  establishing  and  regulating  the  Post 
Office  Department." 

Mr.  Long  offered  an  amendment,  JDserting  af- 
ter the  words  "Military  post,"  the  words  ''or 
town  ;"  which  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Tucker,  of  Virginia,  moved  that  the  Com- 
mittee rise,  with  a  view  of  taking  up  the  subject 
of  the  Beaumarchais  claim ;  which  was  negatived, 
only  44  rising  in  its  favor. 

Mr.  Little  moved  to  strike  out  the  words  "one 


fourth,"  ID  the  first  section  of  the  Post  Office  bill, 
and  insert  "one  sixth,"  but,  on  suggestion  of  Mr. 
JoHN30N,  modided  the  motion  to  '"one  fifth." 

Mr.  Randolph  opfwsed  the  amendment,  and 
moved  to  strike  out  the  whole  clause,  from  the 
19th  to  the  25th  line,  viz: 

"And  where  a  route  has  been  in  operation  two 
years,  and  does  not  produce  one-fourth  of  the  expense 
incident  to  the  same,  he  shall  discontinue  the  trans- 
portation of  the  mail  on  such  route,  except  it  be  the 
only  route  that  leads  to  the  seat  of  justice  of  any 
county,  a  place  where  a  land  office  is  established,  or 
an  important  military  post,  and  report  the  same  to  the 
next  session  of  Congress." 

He  advocated  his  motion  by  a  short  speech. 

Mr.  Mallary  took  the  same  side,  and  Messrs. 
Ross  and  Liver.more  further  advocated  the  mo- 
tion. 

Mr.  Little  then  withdrew  his  amendment  in 
favor  of  that  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia. 

Mr.  J.  Johnson  opposed  the  amendment,  and 
advocated  the  retaining  of  this  clause  of  the  bill, 
which  he  insisted  was  likely  to  produce  a  great 
saving  to  Government,  without  any  serious  incon- 
renieDce  to  the  people. 
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Mr,  Hamilton  advocated  the  amendment,  and 
contended  that  the  saving  contemplated  would  be 
a  bad  and  narrow  economy. 

Mr.  WicKLirrE  spoke  in  reply,  and  stated  facts 
to  show  that  the  provision  in  the  section  would  be 
wi^e  and  salutary. 

Messrs.  Saunders  and  Livermore  followed  in 
opposition. 

Mr.  F.  Johnson  offered  so  to  amend  the  section 
as  not  to  make  it  imperative,  but  only  discretion- 
ary, in  the  Postmaster  to  strike  out  such  routes  as 
did  not  produce  more  than  oae-sixlho[  the  expense 
of  transportixig  the  mail. 

Mr.  VVhipple  hoped  the  section  would  be  re- 
tained, and  assigned  various  reason^  in  its  favor. 

Mr.  Mangum  opposed  the  section  in  a  short 
speech,  and  advocated  the  amendment,  on  the 
ground  of  the  indispensable  necessity  of  diffused 
information  in  a  free  Government. 

Mr.  IsACKs  spoke  a  few  words  on  the  same  side; 
and,  the  question  being  then  taken,  was  decided 
in  the  affirmative — ayes  75,  noes  37. 

So  the  section  was  stricken  out. 

Some  further  amendments  were  agreed  to,  in 
respect  to  certain  dates  in  the  bill,  making  its 
operation  commence  three  months  later  than  at 
first. 

Mr.  OwENjof  Alabama,  moved  a  proviso  lo  the 
third  section,  in  the  following  words: 

"  Provided,  That  no  postmaster  shall  be  considered 
as  in  arrears,  until  a  reasonable  time  be  allowed  him 
(the  postmaster)  for  settling  bis  accounts." 

Mr.  SuARPE  opposed  this  amendment  as  unne- 
cessary, since  postmasters  are  only  to  settle  once 
in  three  months. 

Mr.  Cocke,  also,  objected  to  its  adoption. 

Mr.  Owen  replied,  and  insisted  on  the  differ- 
ence between  being  in  arrears  to  Government,  for 
want  of  an  opportunity  to  settle,  and  being  a  de- 
faulter, after  such  opportunity  has  been  afforded. 

Mr.  Wright  went  into  some  details  of  the  es- 
tablishment, and  suggested,  as  a  preferable  amend- 
ment,  the  following  words: 

**  Provided,  That  the  postmaster  shall  not  have  re- 
fused to  pay  any  draft  made  upon  him  by  the  Post- 
master General." 

Mr.  F.  Johnson  explained  that  part  of  the  bill 
proposed  to  be  amended,  and  replied  lo  the  argu- 
ments for  the  amendments. 

Mr.  Reed  opposed  the  whole  section,  as  over 
strict,  and  calculated  lo  defeat  its  own  object. 

Messrs.  Whipple,  Wood,  and  Bartlett,  spoke 
in  reply,  and  defended  the  provisions  of  the  act  in 
its  proposed  form. 

Mr.  Gazlay  suggested  an  amendment,  which 
went  to  strike  out  the  word  "arrears,"  and  insert 
a  clause  which  provides,  "  that  the  postmaster 
shall  have  neglected  either  to  transmit  his  accounts 
or  to  forward  the  money  he  owes." 

Mr.  Test  suggested  another  amendment,  which 
went  to  strike  out  the  words  *'  is  in  arrears,"  and 
substitute  the  words  "shall  not  at  the  time  be  in 
default." 

The  question  was  taken  on  this  amendment,  and 
decided  in  the  negative — ayes  36,  noes  75. 


Mr.  Gazlat  offered  the  following  amendment : 
"Provided  every  postmaster  shall  execute  the  doties 
of  his  office,  and  his  securities  be  holden  until  his  sac* 
cesser  be  appointed  and  qualified." 

Messrs.  F.  Johnson  and  Williams,  of  North 
Carolina,  opposed  this  amendment,  and  Mr.  Gaz- 
lay defended  it,  as  common  in  all  other  offices, 
and  necessary  in  this. 

Mr.  Bradley  opposed,  and  Mr.  Reed  advocated 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  Whipple  replied,  and  the  amendment  was 
rejected. 

Mr.  F.  Johnson  moved  lo  strike  out,  in  the 
4th  section,  "in  a  penalty  equal  at  least  to  one 
year's  salary,"  and  insert  "in  such  penalty  as  the 
Postmaster  General  shall  require;"  which  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  McKiM  moved  to  strike  out  "eight,"  and 
insert  "four,"  in  the  5th  section  ;  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Gazlay  opposed,  at  considerable  length,  the 
whole  of  the  7ih  section  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Plcmer,  of  New  Hampshire,  moved  lo 
amend  the  8th  section  by  inserting,  after  the  words 
"a  free  while  person,"  the  words  "  of  not  less  than 
eighteen  years  of  age." 

Messrs.  Liver.more  and  McLean,  of  Ohio,  op- 
posed, and  Mr.  Cocke  supported,  the  amend- 
ment; and,  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  re- 
jected. 

Mr.  Livermore  moved  to  amend  the  12th  sec- 
tion, by  sinking  out  "one"  and  inserting  "two." 
The  amendment  was  not  agreed  lo. 

Mr.  P.  P.  Barbour  staled,  at  length,  the  case  of 
the  Postmaster  at  Fredericksburg,  and  pleaded  the 
propriety  of  raising  his  salary, 

Mr.  F.  Johnson  acknowledged  the  salary  to  be 
inadequate,  but  opposed  making  an  insulated  pro- 
vision, in  a  bill  of  this  kind,  while  so  many  other 
cases  of  a  similar  kind  might  be  urged. 

Mr.  A.  Stevenson  replied,  and  quoted  pro- 
visions of  the  bill  for  the  Postmaster  at  New 
Orleans,  at  Wheeling,  and  other  offices.  If  it 
was  proper  in  their  case,  it  was  equally  proper  in 
this. 

Mr.  P,  P,  Barbour  further  supported  his  appli- 
cation, and  insisted  thai  the  case  of  Mr,  Gray,  the 
postmaster  at  Fredericksburg,  was  a  stronger  one 
than  any  other  which  could  be  produced  in  the 
whole  linited  States,  and  he  challenged  such' pro- 
duction. He  read  extracts  from  the  printed  docu- 
ments in  support  of  his  position,  and  followed  ihem 
by  a  speech  of  considerable  length. 

Messrs.  F.  Johnson  and  Ingham  replied,  and 
stated  what  had  been  attempted  towards  providing 
better  salaries  for  postmasters,  and  the  want  of 
success  which  bad  arisen  from  the  want  of  funds 
in  the  Department. 

Mr.  Liver.more  opposed  the  motion,  and  con- 
tended that  the  compensation  was  fully  adequate 
lo  the  labor, 

Mr,  Cocke  replied,  and  maintained  that,  even 
with  the  proposed  addition,  the  salary  would  be 
a  miserable  pittance  in  comparison  to  the  duties 
performed. 

Mr.  P.  P.  Barbour  rejoined,  and  reiterated  and 
extended   the  arguments   before  advanced,   tod 
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compared  the  compensation  of  the  Postmaster  at 
Fredericksburg  with  that  at  New  York,  Baltimore, 
and  other  Atlantic  cities. 

Mr.  LivERMORE  spoke  in  reply,  and  denied  that 
the  character  or  talents  of  the  individual  had 
any  thing  to  do  with  the  question,  except  his 
honesty.  The  duties  were  not  so  heavy  as  was 
supposed. 

Mr.  CoLPEPER  wished  to  make  some  remarks, 
and  moved  that  the  Committee  rise.  The  motion 
was  negatived. 

Mr.  CoLPEPER  then  stated  a  number  of  facts  in 
relation  to  the  duties  of  postmasters. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment, and  was  decided  in  the  negative — ayes  51, 
noes  68. 

After  some  other  not  important  proceedings  on 
the  bill- 
Mr.  McKi.M  moved  that  the  Committee  rise, 
which  was   carried — ayes   82.     The   Committee 
rose  accordingly,  and  the  House  adjourned. 


Wednesday,  May  5. 

The  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  were  dis- 
charged from  the  consideration  of  the  petition  of 
William  Eaton,  and  leave  was  given  to  withdraw 
the  same. 

Mr.  Tattnall  was  appointed  on  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs,  in  the  place  of  Thomas 
J.  Rogers,  resigned. 

The  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to  which 
is  committed  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Hezekiah  Langley  and 
Benjamin  M.  Belt,"  were  discharged  from  the 
consideration  thereof;  and  the  bill  was  recommit- 
ted to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Cocke  laid  the  following  resolution  on  the 
table  for  consideration  to-morrow,  viz  : 

Resolved.  That  the  Prpsident  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  lay  before  this  House  at  its  next 
session,  a  detailed  report  of  the  systetn  and  plan 
of  fortifications,  at  present  contemplated^  by  him,  and 
•I  recommended  by  the  Board  of  Engineers,  includ- 
ing the  (ilans  and  surveys  of  said  forltfications,  so  far 
u,  in  his  opinion,  the  same  may  be  communicated 
without  injury  to  the  public  service  ;  and,  also,  the 
number  and  position  of  the  fortifications,  heretofore 
at  any  time  erected,  or  which  are  now  erecting,  or  to 
be  erected,  for  the  defence  of  the  coast,  harbors,  and 
frontiers  of  the  United  Sutes,  distinguishing  those  on 
the  seacoast  in  one  class,  and  those  on  each  frontier, 
in  like  classeo,  and  including  all  the  fortifications 
which  are  to  be  preserved,  as  part  of  the  plan  for  the 
future  defence  of  the  country  :  And,  showing,  under 
proper  heads,  the  State  in  which  each  is  situated, 
when  begun,  which  of  them  are  finished,  and  when  ; 
with  the  magnitude  of  each,  (as  well  those  erected  be- 
fore, as  since  the  year  1 8 1 5,)  the  aggregate  amount  ex- 
pended in  erecting  such  afi  are  completed  ;  the  amount 
of  repairs  since  made,  particularly  upon  those  that  were 
finished  prior  to  the  year  1815;  the  amount  expended 
on  those  now  erecting,  and  the  estimates  to  complete 
the  same  ;  the  number  of  guns,  of  every  description 
and  caliber,  for  each  fortification,  to  complete  its  arma- 
ment; the  total  cost  of  a  complete  armament  for 
each  ;  the  force  required  to  garrisjon  each  in  time  of 
war;  the   same   in    time  of  peace;  noting  those  ac- 


tually occupied,  and  with  what  force  ;  and  showing 
which,  and  how  many  of  those  erected  prior  to  the 
year  1815,  are  found  useless  in  the  contemplated  plan 
of  defence  ;  which,  and  how  many  of  them  have  been, 
or  are  to  be,  abandoned  ;  and  the  cost  of  each  so 
abandoned,  or  to  be  abandoned  ;  distinguishing  be- 
tween the  original  cost  and  subsequent  repairs. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  author- 
ize the  issuing  of  a  register  for  the  schooner  Five 
Sisters,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

REMISSION  OF  DUTIES. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  per- 
sons who  imported  goods  into  Castine  during  the 
late  war,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  the  question 
upon  its  passage,  gave  rise  to  some  debate. 

[The  case  oi  these  persons  is  substantially  as 
follows:  They  were  importers  of  British  merchan- 
dise into  Castine,  in  the  Province  of  Maine,  dur- 
ing the  late  war,  whilst  the  place  was  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  British  forces,  on  which  they  paid 
duties  to  the  British  authorities.  When  that  port 
again  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  United  Slates 
at  the  close  of  the  late  war,  the  of&cers  of  the 
United  States  demanded  payment  of  duties  oa 
the  goods  which  thfy  found  there,  having  been 
thus  imported.  The  importers,  lo  avoid  difficulty 
in  regard  lo  their  property,  gave  the  bonds  re- 
quired of  them,  for  the  duties.  When  these  bonds 
became  due,  a  part  of  them  were  paid,  and  pay- 
ment of  part  of  them  was  resisted,  and  success- 
fully resisted  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States, 
by  whom  the  importers  were  exonerated  from  the 
payment  of  their  bonds.  The  object  of  this  bill 
is  to  refund  to  those  who  had  paid  their  bonds  the 
amount  thereof,  so  as  to  place  them  on  the  same 
fooling  with  those  who  had  refused  to  pay  them, 
and  were  sustained  in  that  refusal  by  the  courts  of 
the  United  States.] 

The  passage  of  the  bill  was  opposed  by  Mr. 
Cocke,  and  supported  by  Mr.  McLane  of  Dela- 
ware, who  explained  the  principles  which  governed 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  in  reporting 
the  bill.  It  was  also  supported  by  Mr.  Sharpe, 
Mr.  Webster,  Mr.  Ha.milton,  Mr.  Liver.more, 
and  Mr.  Lincoln;  and  opposed  by  Mr.  Gazlay, 
Mr.  Maluary,  Mr.  Garrison,  Mr.  Foot  of  Con- 
necticut, Mr.  Buck,  Mr.  Whipple,  and  Mr.  Tod. 

The  ground  of  the  opposition  to  the  bill  wa?!,  that 
the  importers  paid  to  the  British  authorities  nom- 
inal duties  only,  and  that  great  part  of  the  goods 
imported  were  transported  overland  into  the  United 
States,  thus  evading  payment  of  duties  to  the 
United  States,  and  the  portion  found  in  store  by 
the  officers  of  the  United  Stales  took  a  similar 
course,  and  were  actually  the  first  goods  brought 
into  the  markets  of  the  United  Slates  at  the  close 
of  the  war. 

The  question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  was 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays:  For  the  bill  89,  against 
it  86,  as  follows  : 

Ykas— Messrs.  Alexander  of  Tennessee,  Allen  of 
Massachusetts,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Baylies,  Beecher, 
Blair,  Bradley,  Breck,  Burleigh,  Burton,  Cady,  Cam- 
brelene,  Cassedy,  Clark.  Cook,  Crafts,  Crowninshield, 
Culpeper,  Cushman,  Cuthbert,  Dwinell,  Dwight.  Ea- 
ton, Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Fiudity,  Floyd,  Foote 


of  New  York,  Forward,  Gatlin,  Hamilton,  Hayden, 
Hay  ward,  Hemphill,  Henry,  Hobart,  Holcombe,  Hous- 
ton, Ingham,  Isacks,  Kent,  Kidder,  Kremer,  Lathrop, 
Lawrence,  Lincoln,  Litchfield.  Little,  Livermore.  Liv- 
ingston, Locke,  Ix>ng,  Longfellow,  McKim,  McLane 
of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Mangum,  Marvin, 
Mataon,  Mercer,  Miller,  Mitchell  of  Maryland,  Moore 
of  Alabama,  Neale,  O'Brien,  Owen,  Patterson  of 
Ohio,  Plumer  of  New  Hampshire,  Poinsett,  Rankin, 
Reed,  Reynolds,  Sharpe,  Sibley,  Spaight,  Spence, 
A.  Stevenson,  J.  Stephenson,  Sturrs,  Strong,  Tattnall, 
Taylor,  Thompson  of  Kentucky,  Tracy.  Vance  of 
North  Carolina,  Webster,  Whillleaey,  Williams  of 
New  York,  and  Wood. 

Nats — Messrs.  Abl>ot,  Adams,  Alexander  of  Vir- 
ginia, Allison,  Barber  of  Connecticut,  P.  P.  Barbour, 
J.  S.  Barbour,  Bartlett,  Bassett,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Buck,  Buckner,  Campbell  of  South  Carolina,  Camp- 
bell of  Ohio,  Gary,  Cocke,  Collina,  Condict,  Conner, 
Craig,  Day,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Ellis, 
Foot  of  Connecticut,  Frost,  Garrison,  Gazlay,  Gist, 
Gurley,  Harris,  Herkimer,  Hogcboom,  Hooks,  Jen- 
kins, Johnson  of  Virginia,  J.  T.  Johnson,  F.  Johnson, 
Leftwich,  Letcher,  McArthur,  McCoy,  McKean,  Mal- 
lary,  Markley,  Martindale,  Matlack,  Metcalfe,  Mitch- 
ell of  Pennsylvania.  Moore  of  Kentucky  Nelson,  Pat- 
terson of  Pennsylvania,  Plumer  of  Pennsylvania, 
Prince,  Richards,  Rose,  Ross,  Sandford,  Scott,  Sloane, 
Arthur  Smith,  William  Smith,  Standefer,  Sterling, 
Stoddart,  Taliaferro,  Ten  Eyck,  Test,  Thompson  of 
Georgia,  Tod,  Tomiinson,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  South 
Carolina,  Udree,  Vance  of  Ohio.  Vinton,  Whipple, 
Whitman,  White,  Wickliffe,  Williams  of  Virginia, 
Williams  of  North  Carolina,  Wilson  of  South  Caro- 
lina, Wilson  of  Ohio,  Woods,  and  Wright. 

So  the  bill  was  pas.sed. 

POST  OFFICE  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  F.  Johnson,  the  House  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  re- 
duce into  one  the  several  acts  establishing  and 
regulating  the  Post  Office  Department. 

Mr  Long,  of  North  Carolina,  afier  staling  some 
change  of  opinion  in  relation  to  the  vote  of  yes- 
terday, refusing  to  increase  the  compensation  of 
the  Postmaster  at  Fredericksburg,  moved  a  recon- 
sideration of  that  vote. 

The  motion  was  supported  by  Mr.  P.  P.  Bar- 
BODR,  Mr.  HoGEBOOM,  and  the  mover,  and  op- 
posed by  Mr.  Wickliffe,  of  New  York,  and  Mr. 
Gazlay,  of  Ohio,  and  decided  in  the  negative — 
ayes  47,  noes  61. 

The  question  then  recurring  from  yesterday,  on 
a  motion  to  strike  out  the  extra  allowance  to  the 
Postmasters  at  Warrenton,  Wheeling,  and  New 
Orleans. 

Mr.  Edwards,  of  North  Carolina,  stated  the 
details  of  the  business  transacted  at  the  office  at 
Warrenton,  and  opposed  the  striking  out  of  so 
much  of  the  clause  as  relates  to  that  office. 

Mr.  Gazlay  replied,  and  argued  against  the  al- 
lowance. 

Mr.  Moore,  of  Alabama,  supported  his  motion 
to  strike  out  the  whole  of  these  extra  allowances, 
on  the  ground  of  equal  dealing  to  all  the  officers 
in  this  kind  of  employment. 

Mr.  Wickliffe  spoke  in  opposition  to  the  extra 
allowance  to  the  Postmaster  at  New  Orleans. 


Mr.  Gurley,  of  Louisiana,  spoke  in  reply,  and 
contended  that  this  compensation  was  reasonable 
and  necesfary. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  took  the  same  ground 
with  Mr.  Wickliffe,  and  went  somewhat  into 
detail,  in  a  statement  of  the  facts  connected  with 
the  business  of  the  offices,  Sec. 

The  question,  at  the  requ^t  of  Mr.  Edwards, 
of  North  Carolina,  was  divided  ;  and  being  on 
the  extra  allowance  for  the  post  office  at  Wheel- 
ing- 
Mr.  Johnson,  of  Virginia,  opposed  the  aboli- 
tion of  it.  Mr.  Gurley  argued  in  favor  of  the 
extra  compensations,  particularly  that  at  New  Or- 
lean.s,  and  corrected  some  alleged  mistakes  in  point 
of  fact.  Mr.  Ross  contended  that  the  postmas- 
ter at  Wheeling  was  as  much  entitled  to  the  com- 
pensation he  received  as  either  of  the  others  in 
question. 

The  question  being  then  taken  on  striking  out 
each  of  these  extra  provisions,  it  was  carried 
almost  unanimously,  in  each  case,  to  strike  them 
out. 

Mr.  Sadnders  then  moved  to  strike  out  all  that 
part  of  the  section  which  relates  to  the  Postmaster 
at  Washington,  as  follows  : 

"  The  Postmaster  General  is  hereby  authorized  to 
allow  to  the  Postmaster  of  the  city  of  Washington, 
in  addition  to  the  allowance  made  by  this  act,  for  post- 
age collected,  and  for  free  letters  received  by  him  for 
delivery,  a  commission  of  five  per  cent,  on  the  amount 
of  mails  distributed  at  his  office  :  Provided,  neverthe- 
less. That  the  whole  annual  emolument  of  the  said 
postmaster,  including  the  extra  compensation  of  one 
thousand  dollar»  which  is  hereby  allowed  him,  shall 
be  subjected  to  the  restrictions  imposed  by  the  forty- 
second  section  of  this  act." 

Mr.  F.  Johnson  oppposed  this  motion  ;  and,  on 
the  question  being  put  upon  it,  there  were  in  the 
affirmative  65,  in  the  negative  27. 

This  not  beijig  a  quorum,  the  discussion  was 
renewed  by  Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  who  went 
into  a  calculation  to  show  that  the  effect  of  the 
motion  would  reduce  the  salary  of  the  Postmas- 
ter at  Washington,  from  $1,900  to  $900  per  an- 
num, which  he  opposed. 

Mr.  Cocke  replied ;  and  was  followed  by  Mr. 
Livermore,  on  the  same  side. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Foot,  of  Con- 
necticut, to  strike  out  the  enacting  words  of  the 
bill,  which  was  decided  in  the  negative,  by  a  large 
majority ;  and,  the  question  being  then  taken  on 
striking  out  the  clause  last  recited,  it  was  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative.  So  the  clause  was 
stricken  out. 

Mr.  Wright  moved  to  add  to  the  .section,  as 
now  amended,  the  following  words :  "  Whenever, 
'  in  the  opinion  of  the  Postmaster  General,  the 
'■  compensation  allowed  by  law  is  inadequate  to 
'  the  service  required  of  him,  (viz.  the  postmas- 
'  ter,)  he  may  make  him  such  further  allowance 
'  as  the  public  interest  may  require." 

Mr.  Johnson  and  Mr.  Ross  opposed  the  amend- 
ment, and  it  was  rejected  by  a  large  majority. 

On  motion  of  \ir.  Lathrop,  the  Committee 
then  rose,  and  the  House  adjourned. 


Ir, 

u 

i 


2551 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


2552 


2553 


I 


H.  or  R. 


Post  Office  BUL— Florida  Treaty  Avarda. 


Mat,  1824. 


Thursday,  May  6. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  to  whom  the  subject  bad  been  refer- 
red, by  sundry  memorials  from  inhabitants  and 
millers,  residing  in  Virginia,  reported  a  bill  fur- 
ther to  regulate  the  inspection  of  flour,  in  the 
county  of  Alexandria ;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
ordered  to  be  engross^,  and  read  a  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled, 
"An  act  altering  the  limes  of  holding  the  courts 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,"  reported  the  same 
with  an  amendment ;  which  was  read,  and  agreed 
to  by  the  House,  and  the  amendment  ordered  to 
be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  reported  a  bill,  granting  a  tract  of  land 
to  the  parish  of  West  Baton  Rouge,  on  certain 
conditions  ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  made  a  report  on  the 
cases  of  Joseph  M.  White  and  William  David- 
soii,  of  Florida,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  their 
relief;  which  was  read  twice, and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  resolution,  yesterday  offered  by  Mr.  Cocke, 
calling  on  the  President  for  information  in  respect 
to  the  fortifications,  was  taken  up. 

The  mover  offered  an  additional  clause  in  the 
words  following  :  "And  in  all  cases  wherein  sums 
'ofnaoney  have  been   already  expended,   or  au- 

*  thorized  to  be  so  expended,  the  authority  there- 

*  for,  by  reference  to  the  amount  and  date  of  each 

*  appropriation  ;  with  a  like  reference  to  the  law 

*  under  which  any  of  said  works  were  erected." 
Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Little  objected,  that  resolutions  had  al- 
ready passed  requiring,  in  substance,  the  same 
thing  wnh  that  now  offered. 

Mr.  Cocke  replied,  and  explained.  It  was  de- 
sirable to  have- a  general  statement  of  the  whole 
mass  of  information  on  this  subject  in  one  docu- 
ment— it  could  not  now  be  procured  except  im- 
perfectly, and  in  detached  parts.  After  some  far- 
ther conversation  between  Mr.  Sharpe  and  Mr. 
Foot,  of  Connecticut,  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  P.  P.  Barbour,  by  leave  of  the  House,  pre- 
sented a  memorial  and  petition  of  divers  inhabit- 
ants of  the  city  of  Cincinnati,  in  the  State  of 
Ohio,  holders  of  Virginia  military  land  warrant* 
representing  their  inability  to  locate  the  said  war- 
rants, on  lands  set  apart  for  that  purpose  by  the 
State  of  Virginia,  lying  between  Ludlow's  and 
Roberts's  line,  in  the  Slate  of  Ohio;  and  praying 
that  other  lands  may  be  set  apart  by  the  United 
Slates,  to  satisfy  said  warrants ;  which  memorial 
and  petition  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rankin,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Accounts  al- 
low to  the  Clerk  of  this  House  an  account  for  an 
adequate  and  reasonable  compensation  to  the  per- 
son employed  by  him  to  prepare  an  Index  to  the 
volumes   containing  the  Executive  communica- 


tions, &c.,  directed  to  be  prepared,  by  a  resolu- 
tion of  this  House,  at  the  present  session  of  Con- 
gress. 

POST  OFFICE  BILL. 

Mr.  F.  Johnson  made  a  few  observations  on 
the  necessity  and  importance  of  taking  up  and 
going  through  this  bill,  which  has  been  already 
partially  acted  upon  ;  the  system,  extensive  and 
cumbrous,  required  several  modifications  and  im- 
provements which  had  been  carefully  prepared, 
after  mature  reflection,  by  the  Postmaster  General 
and  the  Committee  of  this  House,  and  he  should 
consider  the  vote  of  the  House,  on  going  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  as  indicative  of  iu 
determination  to  pass  the  bill  or  not,  at  the  present 
session. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  on  the 
bill,  (Mr.  ToMLiNsoN  in  the  Chair.) 

Mr.  Johnson  offered  a  substitute  to  the  19th  sec- 
tion ;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Clay  now  rose,  and  observed  that  a  bill  of 
such  great  extent,  containing  more  than  forty  sec- 
tions, and  involving  some  new  principles  of  crimi- 
nal law,  could  not,  at  ihis  late  period  of  the  ses- 
sion, receive  that  mature  attention  which  it  re- 
quired. There  was  scarcely  a  possibility  that  it 
could  pass  both  Houses  at  the  present  session,  and 
it  would  only  consume  time  peculiarly  precious. 
He  therefore  moved,  that  the  Committee  rise, 
with  an  understanding  that  leave  be  refused  to  sit 
again. 

Mr.  F.  Johnson  opposed  this  motion,  on  ac- 
count of  the  Importance  of  the  bill,  &c. 

Mr.  Clay  replied,  in  a  few  words,  and  the  ques- 
tion on  rising  was  then  decided  in  the  afl&rmaiive 
— ayes  76,  noes  62. 

The  Committee  rose  accordingly  ;  and,  on  giv- 
ing  leave  to  sit  again,  there  were  ayes  70,  noes  76. 

So  the  House  refused  leave  to  the  Committee 
to  sit  again,  and  the  bill  was  then  laid  on  the 
table. 

FLORIDA  TREATY  AWARDS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McLane,  the  House  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Lathbop  in 
the  Ch^ir,)  on  the  bill  "  to  authorize  the  creation 
of  a  stock  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  five  millions 
of  dollars,  to  provide  for  the  awards  of  the  Com- 
mi».5ioners  under  the  treaty  with  Si>ain  of  the  22d 
February,  1819.'' 

Mr.  McLane  explained  the  object  and  provi- 
sions of  this  bill.  He  went  into  an  examination 
of  the  stipulations  of  the  Florida  treaty,  and  con- 
tended that  the  United  Slates  are  thereby  bound 
to  pay  the  whole  sum  of  five  millions,  whatever 
might  be  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  lands 
ceded.  To  do  this,  the  treaty  suggests  three  dif- 
ferent modes,  and  the  selection  of  one  of  these  is 
a  question  of  expediency,  of  which  this  Govern- 
ment is  to  judge— and  he  stated  the  comparative 
advantages  of  different  modes,  and  contended  that 
that  provided  in  the  bill  is  the  most  advantageous. 
He  objected  to  the  creation  of  a  6  per  cent. "stock, 
payable  out  of  the  public  lands,  and  maintained 
that  It  would  be  a  saving  of  nearly  one  million  of 
dollars  at  once  to  pay  the  money  at  the  Treasury, 
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borrowing  a  like  amoant  at  a  rate  not  exceeding 
five  (possibly  four)  per  cent,  per  annum.  He  of- 
fered an  amendment,  which  would  cause  the  clause 
amended  to  read  as  follows; 

••  Th»t  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  b«  and  he  is 
hereby  authorized,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Presi- 
denl  of  the  United  States,  to  cauie  to  be  issued  and 
•old  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  Slates,  or  to  others,  at 
a  sum  not  leu  than  the  par  value  thereof,  certificatca 
of  stock,"  &c. 

Mr.  F.  Johnson  opposed  the  bill  as  premature 

and  thought  it  would  be  better  to  pay  the  claim- 
ants for  spoliations  by  Spain,  by  offering  them 
either  stock  or  lands  in  Florida.  It  would  be  bet- 
ter to  wait  for  the  report  of  the  decisions  of  the 
board  of  commissioners  before  provision  was  made 
to  pay  the  amount  of  their  awards. 

Mr.  McLane  replied.  The  decision  referred  to 
must,  by  the  treaty,  be  rendered  in  June  next — so 
that  provision  must  now  be  made  to  meet  it. 

Mr.  P.  P.  Barbour  was  of  opinion  that  the 
payment  of  the  capital  of  the  five  millions  might 
be  postponed  till  the  public  lands  were  sold  ;  but, 
that,  in  the  interim,  the  interest  must  be  paid  on 
the  amount  awarded. 

Mr.  Clay  maintained  that,  by  the  treaty,  we 
are  not  bound  to  pay  interest  on  ihe  capital  of  five 
millions,  and  thought  it  was  premature  to  pay  it 
at  this  time.  The  mode  selected  to  discharge  the 
debt  was  the  most  onerous  of  those  pointed  out  in 
the  treaty,  and  though  something  had  been  said  of 
getting  the  money  at  four  per  cent,  he  doubted  if 
such  would  turn  out  to  be  the  fact.  If  it  could  be 
had  at  that  rate,  why  was  not  such  rate  put  down  in 
the  bill  ?  He  went  into  a  discussion  of  the  stipu- 
lations of  the  treaty,  and  compared  the  three  op- 
tional modes  of  paying  the  money  agreed  on.  He 
differed  from  Mr.  Barbour  in  the  opinion  that 
the  interest  muM  be  paid,  whether  the  lands  are 
sold  or  not.  He  thought  both  principal  and  inter- 
est were  payable  out  of  the  sales  of  the  lands  in 
Florida.  He  would  prefer  issuing  a  stock,  both 
the  principal  and  interest  of  which  should  be  pay- 
able out  of  the  fund  created  by  the  sales  of  the 
Florida  lands.  The  saving  proposed  by  the  bill, 
between  five  and  six  per  cent,  wa*  deceptive.  The 
stock,  when  thrown  into  the  market,  would  not 
bring  more  than  75  per  cent,  and  yet  must  be  paid 
at  par.  He  opposed  the  bill,  and  gave  warning 
that,  if  Its  passage  were  pressed,  he  should  offer 
amendment*,  the  effect  of  which  should  be  lo 
make  the  stock  payable  only  out  of  the  sales  of 
the  lands. 

Mr.  Storbs  went  into  a  history  of  the  Florida 
treaty.  He  contended  that,  by  its  provisions,  the 
Government  is  bound  to  its  citizens  to  make  satis- 
faction for  the  Spanish  spoliations,  as  soon  as  the 
amount  of  their  claims  shall  be  liquidated.  He, 
therefore,  thought  Congress  had  no  moral  right  to 
leave  this  slock  unprovided  for  till  the  next  session. 
He  insisted  that  interest  on  this  stock  must  be 
paid,  as  interest  on  all  the  other  Government  stock 
IS  paid,  and  might  not  be  left  to  run  on  till  the 
lands  shall  be  sold.  He  thought  the  sooner  the 
debt  was  paid,  the  better,  esp.'cially  if  the  money 
can  be  had  on  low  lerm.«. 


Mr.  McLane  rose  in  reply.  He  had  spoken  on 
authoritr,  when  he  had  said  the  money  could  be 
got  at  four  and  a  half  per  cent.  Such  an  offer 
had  actually  been  made— and  five  had  been  in- 
serted in  the  bill  as  a  measure  of  precaution,  to 
cover  fluctuations  in  the  money  market  It  would 
not  be  wise  to  defer  this  payment  to  next  session : 
as  then  five  millions  of  the  war  debt  must  be  pro- 
vided for.  The  measure  now  proposed  was  not 
one  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  It 
had  been  urged  upon  the  House  by  the  people  of 
the  United  States.  Mr.  McLane  defended  the 
mode  now  proposed  as  only  meeting  the  spirit  and 
form  of  the  treaty  stipulation.  He  denied  that 
the  interest  might  be  deferred.  If  it  might,  and 
should  be  so  deferred,  in  seventeen  years  the  sum 
would  be  doubled,  and  the  claimants  lose  their 
debt.  He  insisted  that  the  difference  between  the 
interest  of  four  and  a  half  and  six  per  cent,  would 
be  an  actual  saving  to  the  Government.  Suppoie 
the  Florida  lands  should  not  bring  the  five  mil- 
lions, the  Government  must  make  up  the  defi- 
ciency. 

Mr.  LivERMORE  contended,  that,  if  the  lands 
failed  to  bring  the  whole  sum,  the  Government  is 
not,  under  the  treaty,  bound  to  pay  any  more  than 
the  actual  amount  of  sales.  He  recommended 
that,  if  money  could  be  had  at  four  and  half  per 
rent,  the  bill  should  be  altered  to  that  rate. 

The  debate  was  farther  continued  by  Messrs. 
Rankin,  Cambreleng,  Mallary,  Buchanan, 
and  Livingston,  who  advocated,  and  by  Mr. 
Taylor  and  Mr.  Clay,  who  opposed  the  bill. 

Mr.  Taylor  moved  that  the  Committee  rise  and 
report  progress,  with  a  view  that  leave  might  be 
refused  to  sit  again.  The  motion  was  negatived, 
ayes  69,  noes  76. 

The  debate  was  then  renewed,  by  Mr.  Forsytb, 
who  spoke  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sharpe,  the  bill  was  amended 
by  reducing  the  rate  of  interest  at  which  the  five 
millions  may  be  borrowed,  from  five  per  cent,  to 
four  and  a  half  per  cent. 

Mr.  Clay  moved  so  to  amend  the  bill  as  to 
make  it  read — 

•♦  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  authorired,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  to  cause  to  be  issued 
certificates  of  stock  of  the  Unite«i  States  to  any 
amount  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  five  millions  of  dol- 
lars, and  bearing-  an   interest  of  six  per   centum   per 

annum,  from  the day  of  June,  1824,  which  stock, 

BO  created,  shall  be  redeemable  out  of  the  proceeds  of 
the  sale  of  the  lands  ceded  to  the  United  States  by  the 
aforesaid  treaty." 

Mr.  McLane  opposed  the  amendment,  and  the 
debate  was  further  prosecuted  by  Messrs.  Clay, 
Foot,  of  Connecticut,  Call,  Reed,  and  Archer. 

The  question  on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Clat 
was  then  disagreed  to,  ayes  62,  noes  89. 

Mr.  Cocke  offered  the  following  amendment, 
which  was  adopted,  nem.  con. 

'*  And  provided,  abo.  That,  in  all  cases  where  the 
person  or  persons  in  whose  name,  or  for  whose  bene- 
fit and  interest,  the  aforesaid  awirds  shall  be  made, 
be  in  debt  and  in  arrears  to  tht  Uaited  Stales,  the 
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BecreUry  of  the  Treasary  ihall  retain  the  same  out  of 
the  amount  of  the  aforecaid  awardi,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, and  a  warrant  or  certificate,  as  the  case  may 
be,  shall  issue  only  fur  the  balance." 

The  bill  and  amendments  having  been  read, 
were  reported  to  the  House. 

Mr.  F.  Johnson  moved  to  postpone  the  further 
consideration  of  the  bill  till  the  first  day  of  De- 
cember next. 

Mr.  J. supported  his  motion  in  a  short  speech,  and 
called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  it ;  but  after- 
wards withdrew  his  motion  to  postpone. 

Mr.  Ross  renewed  the  motion  made  by  Mr.  F. 
Johnson,  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  the  first  day  oi  December  next. 

Mr.  Wlbster  spoke  in  opposition  to  the  mo- 
tion, and  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  the  bill  as 
amended. 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  added  a  remark  on 
the  same  side  ;  and  the  question  on  postponement 
was  then  decided  in  the  negative,  by  yeas  and 
nays — yeas  53,  nays  105 — as  follows: 

Y«A8 — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander  of  Tennessee, 
Alien  of  Tennessee,  J.  S.  Barbour,  Beecher,  Brent, 
Brown,  Buckner,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Cocke,  ConJict, 
Conner,  Garrison,  Harris,  HayJen,  Henry,  Hooks, 
Isacks,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  F.  Johnson,  Leftwich, 
Long,  McArthur,  McCoy,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Marvin, 
Mallack.  MaUon,  Metcalfe.  Moore  of  Kentucky,  Patter- 
son of  Ohio,  Plumer  of  Pennsylvania,  Prince,  Rich- 
ards, Ross,  Sandford,  Sloane,  Stamlefer,  Sterling, 
Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Test,  Thompson  of  Kentucky, 
Tod,  Tomlinson,  Trimble,  Vance  of  Ohio,  Van  Wyck, 
Whitman,  WiJson  of  Ohio,  W{X)d«,  and  Wright. 

Nats — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Ar- 
cher, Baylies.  Bsrber  of  Connecticut,  P.  P.  Barbour, 
Bartlett,  Bassett,  Blair,  Brerk,  Buchanan.  Burleigh, 
Burton,  Cady,  Cambreleng,  Campbell  of  South  Caro- 
lina, Gary.  Clark,  Cobb,  Collins,  Crafu,  Craig,  Crown- 
inshieid,  Culpeper.  Cushman,  Cuthbert,  Day,  Durfee, 
Dwinell,  Dwight,  Eaton,  Eddy.  Edwards  of  Penn«yl- 
▼mnia,  Edwardu  of  North  Carolina,  Ellis.  Farrelly, 
Findlay,  Foot  of  Connecticut,  Foote  of  New  York, 
Forsyth,  Frost,  Garnett,  Gatlin,  Gist,  Govan,  Gurley, 
Hall,  Hamilton,  Harvey,  Hay  ward,  Herrick,  Holcombe, 
Houston,  Jenkins,  J.  T.  Johnson,  Lathrop,  Lawrence, 
Lee,  Lincoln,  Litchfield,  Livermore,  Livingston.  Long- 
fellow, McKim,  McLaneof  Delaware,  Mangum,  Mal- 
lary,  Markley,  Martindale,  Mercer,  Mitchell  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Nealc,  Nelson,  Newton,  O'Brien.  Owen, 
Patterson  of  Pennsylvania,  Plumerof  New  Hampahire, 
Poinsett,  Rankin,  Reed,  Sibley,  Wm.  Smith,  Spaight, 
A.  Stevenson,  J.  Stephenson,  Stewart,  Stoddard, 
Strong,  Ten  Eyck,  Thompson  of  Georgia,  Tracy, 
Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Vance 
of  North  Carolina,  Vinton,  Webster,  Whipple,  Whit- 
tlesey, Williams  of  North  Carolina,  Williams  of  Vir- 
ginia, Williams  of  North  Carolina,  James  Wilson, 
Wilson  of  South  Carolina,  and  Wood. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time  to-morrow. 


Friday,  May  7. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 

Committee  of  Claims,  to  which  was  recommitted 

the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 

relief  of  Hezekiah  Langley  and  Benjamin  M. 


Belt,"  reported  the  same  without  amendment,  and 
it  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Gazlay  moved  to  consider  the  resolution, 
some  days  since  offered  by  him,  in  relation  to  a 
lot  in  Symmes's  patent;  which  was  carried.  The 
resolution  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciarv. 

Mr.  Mercer  called  up  a  Joint  resolution,  offered 
long  since  by  Mr.  Van  Rensselaer,  (now  ab- 
sent on  leave,)  and  which  makes  provj^ion  for  in- 
cluding the  Capitol  and  public  grounds  under  the 
police  regulations  of  the  Corporation  of  the  City 
of  Washington. 

The  House  agreed  to  consider  it,  and  it  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

The  following  bills  from  the  Senate,  viz: 

A  bill  altering  the  times  of  holding  the  courts 
in  the  District  of  Columbia  ; 

A  bill  declaring  the  consent  of  Congress  to  a 
certain  act  of  the  State  of  Alabama  ;  and 

The  engrossed  bill  further  to  regulate  the  in- 
spection of  flour  in  the  county  of  Alexandria 
were  respectively  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Post 
Office  Department,  containing  a  statement  of 
contracts  made  during  the  year  past. 

A  bill  from  the  Senate,  "for  the  relief  of  Colo- 
nel William  Duane,"  was  considered,  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  and  ordered  to  a  third  read- 
ing. 

A  bill  "for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Shields"  was 
taken  up,  in  Committee  of  the  W^hole,  reported 
to  the  House,  and  was  then  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

CUMBERLAND  ROAD. 

Mr.  Hemphill,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals,  to  which  was  referred  that  part  of 
the  Pre>ideni's.  Message  which  relates  to  repairs 
of  the  Cumberland  road,  made  a  report  thereon  ; 
which  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
The  report  is  as  follows: 

Th^  committee,  to  which  was  referred  that  part  of 
the  Preziident's  Message  whirh  relates  to  the  repairs 
of  the  Cumberland  road,  report: 

That,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  the  Con- 
greH  of  the  United  States  have  complete  power  to 
establish  tolls  on  the  Cumberland  road,  for  the  purpose 
of  defraying  (he  eipense  of  future  repairo,  and  of  pro- 
viding, by  suitable  penalties,  fur  its  protection  sgainst 
future  injury.  This  right  in  Congress  has  been  so- 
lemnly declared  by  both  branches  of  the  Legislature, 
on  several  occasions,  and  in  particular  by  the  paaaaga 
o(  a  bill  for  the  erection  of  toil-gates  on  this  road, 
containing  the  usual  penalties,  which  bill  paased  in 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  by  consid- 
erable majorities.  The  principle  contained  in  tKe  bill, 
in  the  opinion  of 'he  committee,  assumed  no  Slate  ju> 
risdiction  ;  it  was  simply  the  exercise  of  a  power  to 
secure  the  full  enjoyment  of  a  law  of  the  United 
States,  which  had  been  constitutionally  enacted.  The 
act  of  an  infringement  of  a  United  States  law,  with  a 
few  exceptions,  must  necessarily  be  committed  within 
the  territory  of  a  State,  but  he  who  commits  the  oflTence 
is  to  be  punishable  by  the  United  States.  This  does 
not  carry  with  it  any  Stats  jurisdiction  ;  and  it  would 
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•eem  to  be  a  position  indispensable,  that,  in  order  to 
give  etiicacy  to  the  laws,  the  General  Government 
most  be  invested  with  a  power  to  protect  its  own 
Constitutional  legislation. 

The  Genersl  Government  cannot  acquire  exclusive 
jurisdiction,  except  over  sll  places  purchased  by  the 
consent  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  in  which  the 
same  shall  be,  far  the  erection  of  forts,  magaaines,  ar- 
senals, dockyards,  and  other  needful  buildings;  the 
States  can,  in  no  other  instance,  give  jurisdiction  to 
the  United  States.  The  General  Government  derives 
its  whole  power  from  the  Constitution,  and  it  can 
neither  be  increased  nor  diminished,  in  the  slightest 
particular,  by  any  other  means  than  by  an  amend- 
ment of  the  Constitution. 

The  General  Government  and  the  States  are  to  act 
in  their  own  proper  spheres,  Uf>on  the  powers  they 
respectively  possess;  they  cannot  exchange  powers, 
or,  by  any  consent  or  combination  of  powers,  give  or 
take  jurisdiction  from  each  other. 

To  recommend  a  law  to  authorize  the  President  to 
enter  into  an  arrangement  with  the  several  States 
through  which  the  road  passes,  to  establish  tolls,  each 
wiihin  its  limiu,  would  imply  a  doubt  on  this  impor- 
tant subject,  which  the  committee  do  not  entertain. 

Concerning  the  policy  of  the  measure,  aUo,  the 
commiuee  will  most  respectfully  suggest,  that  it  prob- 
ably would  not  answer  the  end  expected.  The  mix- 
ing of  authorities  over  this  road  might  leid  to  un- 
pleasant rcsulu;  one  State  might  erect  toll-gates  with- 
in its  limits,  and  the  other  refuse;  in  that  case,  the 
road  would  belong  to  different  jurisdictions  ;  and,  even 
if  all  weie  to  unite  in  the  erection  of  toll-gates  within 
their  respective  limits,  different  interests  miijht  be 
fell,  and  the  road  unequally  repaired.  The  Western 
States,  too,  might  complain  of  the  state  of  repairs, 
which  would  produce  irritation  and  uneasiness  among 
sister  States. 

And,  as  regards  the  States  themselve:j,  would  they 
be  wilhng  to  undertake  the  trouble  of  the  manage- 
ment of  a  road,  not  made  mainly  for  their  own  accom- 
modation ? 

If  they  enter  into  any  arrangement,  they  must  take 
care  that  it  is  annually  complied  with.  One  state- 
ment must  be  annually  sent  to  the  Slate  Legislatures 
for  their  examination,  and  another  account  ol  the  pro- 
ceeding must  be  sent,  annually,  to  the  General  Gov- 
ernment,  for  its  inspection. 

If  the  Slates  do  not  comply  with  the  arrangement, 
the  right  over  the  road  mukl  be  receded  to  the  United 
Stales — some  might  comply,  and  others  fail;  in  this 
case,  the  road  again  would  belong  to  different  juris- 
dictions. 

And,  if  there  should  be  a  difference  of  opinion  as  to 
a  compliance  with  the  arrangement,  how  is  it  to  be 
adjusted!  Would  any  of  the  States  be  willing  to 
hold  a  jurisdiction  so  conditional  and  dependent — one 
by  which  ihey  would  be  obliged  to  render  an  annual 
account  of  their  proceedings  to  another  authority  !  It 
api>ears  to  the  committee,  that  the  superintendence  of 
the  road  ought  exclusively  to  belong  to  a  single  ju- 
risdiction. 

It  has  been  the  constant  and  anxious  solicitude  of 
the  Committee  on  the  Cumberland  Road,  that  the  ex- 
pense of  repairing  it  should  be  raised  by  the  collection 
of  tolls;  and  it  is  believed  that  it  is  the  general  wish 
of  the  western  section  of  the  country,  that  the  road 
should  be  maintained  at  the  expense  of  those  who  use 
it,  and  not  by  the  annual  appropriation  of  money. 


Resoived,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  authorixs  tht 
President  of  the  United  Sutes  to  enter  into  any  ar- 
rangement with  the  several  Slates,  or  any  of  them,  oa 
the  subject  of  the  Cumberland  road. 

NAVIGATION  OF  WESTERN  RIVERS. 

Mr.  Henry,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  postpone 
all  previous  orders  of  the  day,  to  go  into  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  "for  improving  the 
Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers;"  and  a  bill  "for 
deepening  the  harbor  at  Presque  Isle,  and  for  re- 
pairing Plymouth  beach;  "  which  was  carried— 
ayes  69,  noes  46. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  these  bills,  Mr.  Markley  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Henry,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  strike  out 
the  two  first  sections  of  the  first  of  the  above  bilia 
and  insert  the  following  :  ' 

•♦  That  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes  is  hereby 
authorized  to  take  prompt  and  effectual  measures  for 
improving  the  navigation  of  the  waters  of  the  Ohio 
river,  by  causing  channels  to  be  cut  through  all  the 
bars  which  cross  the  current  of  said  river,  from  Browns- 
ville, in  Pennsylvania,  to  the  Mississippi,  upon  which 
said  bars  there  shall  not  be,  at  the  lowest  stage,  at 
least  three  feet  of  water;  or  by  causing  dykes  or 
sluices,  and  wing  walls,  to  be  constructed  upon  said 
bars,  or  by  such  other  mode  as,  in  each  particular  case, 
may  be  deemed  most  advisable." 

Mr.  Henry  naade  an  explanatory  statement  of 
the  facts,  and  of  the  nature  of  the  plan  proposed. 

Mr.  WicKLiFFE  objected  to  the  plan  proposed 
in  the  amendment,  and  thought  the  improvement 
should  be  confined  to  the  eradication  of  trees  par- 
tially sunk  m  the  river. 

Mr.  Randolph  coincided  in  this  view,  and 
stated  the  result  of  experiments  on  the  Rappahan- 
nock and  Roanoke  rivers. 

Mr.  Henry  replied,  and  defended  his  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Clat  suggested  the  following  modification, 
viz :  to  strike  out  the  clause  which  describes  the 
mode  of  improving  the  river  by  dams,  sluices,  dbc., 
and  insert  the  following  "so  as  to  insure,  at  the 
'  driest  season,  a  uniform  depth  of  three  feel  of 
'  water  over  each  of  said  bars;  and,  for  this  pur- 
'  pose,  the  President  is  authorized  to  employ  any  of 
'  the  engineers  in  the  public  service  which  he  mar 
'  deem  proper." 

The  amendment,  thus  modified,  was  agreed  to, 
nem.  con. 

The  blank  for  the  distance  below  the  surface  at 
which  the  planters  and  sawyers  shall  be  cut  off, 
was  filled  with  ten  feet. 

Mr.  Scott  moved  to  amend  the  bill  in  the 
fourth  section,  by  including  in  its  provisions  the 
river  Missouri. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  blank  for  the  sum  to  be  appropriated  was 
filled  with  875,000. 

Mr.  Clay  moved  to  rise  and  report  the  bill,  and 
accompanied  the  motion  with  a  series  of^  observa- 
tions on  the  circumstances  of  the  case  for  which 
the  bill  provides. 

The  Committee  rose,  and  reported  the  bill  con- 
cerning the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  and  Missis- 
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sippi,  and  asked  leare  to  sit  again  upon  the  other 
bill  committed  to  it;  which  was  granted. 

FIVE  MILLIONS  NEW  STOCK. 

The  engrossed  bill  "  to  authorize  the  creation 
of  a  stock  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  five  mil- 
lions of  dollars  to  provide  for  the  awards  of  the 
Commissioners  under  the  treaty  with  Spain,  of 
the  22d  of  February,  1819,"'  was  read  a  third 
time. 

Mr.  Beecher  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  ta- 
ble. The  motion  was  negatived — only  45  mem- 
bers rising  in  favor  of  it. 

Mr.  Sloane  expressed  an  opinion  unfavorable 
to  the  bill,  and  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  question  of  us  passage ;  which  were  or- 
dered. 

Mr.  Allen,  of  Massachusetts,  delivered  hi? 
sentiments  in  opposition  to  the  passage  of  the 
bill ;  and  was  followed  on  the  same  side  by  Mr. 
Gazlat. 

Mr.  Sharpe  spoke  in  reply,  and  the  debate  was 
further  continued  by  Mr.  Randolph,  Mr.  Call, 
and  Mr.  Test  ;  all  of  whom  opposed  the  bill. 
Mr.  Farrelly  spoke  in  its  support. 

Mr.  Test  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker:  I  have  very  seldom  intruded  my- 
self upon  this  House,  and  nothing,  sir,  but  the 
firmest  conviction,  that  to  be  silent  would  be  a 
dereliction  of  my  duty,  could  induce  me,  at  this 
time,  to  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  House  to  offer 
a  few  remarks  upon  the  subject  under  considera- 
tion. I  am  called  upon,  by  the  bill  upon  your 
table,  to  vote  away  five  millions  of  the  people's 
money,  and  such  is  the  repugnance  of  my  mind  to 
the  feature  and  priiiciples  of  that  bill,  that  I  feel 
myself  called  upon,"1)y  every  consideration  of  jus- 
tice and  sound  policy,  to  place  upon  it  my  solemn 
Teto.  I  shall  endeavor  to  condense  my  ideas  into 
as  few  words  as  possible,  to  render  myself  intelli- 
gible; and,  although  1  cannot  hope  to  change  the 
opinion  of  a  single  member  of  this  House,  after 
the  protracted  discussion  which  the  subject  has 
undergone,  yet  I  cannot  feel  that  I  shall  have 
done  justice  to  my  country,  if  I  pass  it  by  in  si- 
lence. The  charge  against  the  Government,  to 
the  extinguishment  of  which  the  moneys  intended 
to  be  raised  by  the  operation  of  the  present  bill  is 
to  be  applied,  arises  out  of  a  treaty  concluded  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  persons  exerci- 
sing the  Government  of  Spain  in  the  year  1819, 
wherein  it  is  stipulated  between  the  two  Powers, 
that  "  the  Government  of  the  United  States  shall 
'  pav  to  its  own  citizens  a  sum  not  exceeding  five 

*  millionsofdollars,  for  spoliations  committed  upon 

*  our  commerce,  and  unlawful  seizures  made  by 
'  Spain,  ot  the  property  of  our  citizens;"  the  pay- 
ment to  be  made  immediately,  "at  the  Treasury, 
'  or  by  the  creation  of  stock  bearing  an  interest  of 
'  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  payable  out  of  the  pro- 

*  ceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  lands  m  Florida,  or  in 

*  such  other  manner  as  the  Congress  of  the  Uni- 

*  ted  States  may  by  law  prescribe;"  these  pay- 
ments to  be  made  "after  certain  Commissioners, 
named  in  the  treaty,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall 
have  adjusted   and  allowed  the  claims,'  which 


claims,  it  is  admitted  on  all  hands,  never  have,  as 
yet,  been  adjusted  and  allowed,  and  which  have 
been  under  consideration  about  three  years.  The 
decision  of  this  question  depends  in  part  upon  the 
construction  which  may  be  given  to  the  above 
clause  of  the  treaty,  and  the  policy  proper  to  be 
pursued  under  that  construction.  Hence,  two 
general  questions  present  themselves  for  our  con- 
sideration — 1,  What  is  the  proper  construction 
to  be  given  to  this  treaty?  and  2,  What  shall 
be  a  correct  policy  to  be  pursued  under  tkat  con- 
struction? In  the  solution  of  the  first  question, 
it  becomes  necessary  to  inquire,  what  were  the 
motives  or  causes  which  led  to  the  making  of,  or 
entering  into,  the  treaty  ?  What  is  the  nature  of 
the  obligation  imposed  upon  the  contracting  par- 
ties? and,  lastly.  What  rights  do  the  claimants 
derive  under  it  ?  There  are  two  leading  causes  or 
motives  for  making  and  entering  into  treaties  be- 
tween nations — one  is  of  a  nature  mild  and  peace- 
able, for  the  extension  and  regulation  of  friendly 
relations  already  subsisting  between  the  parties; 
the  other  is  of  a  nature  adverse  and  hostile,  for  the 
reparation  of  friendly  relations  which  once  sub- 
sisted between  them,  but  which  had  been  broken 
off,  and  for  a  redress  of  grievances  which  had  oc- 
curred during  the  suspension  of  those  friendly  re- 
lations, and  comes  in  place  of  war.  In  the  last 
general  class  of  causes,  there  may  be  various 
motives  for  entering  into  a  treaty  with  a  foreign 
Power — as  when  you  are  totally  incapable  of  con- 
tending OD  equal  grounds,  for  the  want  of  an 
adequate  force,  or  the  want  of  due  preparation,  or, 
where  the  nation  with  which  you  contend  has 
nothing  to  indemnify  you  for  going  to  war;  and 
when,  from  their  peculiar  situation,  to  go  to  war 
with  them  would  not  add  to  your  honor  or  your 
present  or  future  safety  ;  and,  under  all  or  any  of 
these  circumstances,  the  most  powerful  nation 
would  find  a  sufficient  motive,  and  be  fairly  war- 
ranted in  making  a  treaty,  inadequate  to  the  pur- 
poses of  equal  retribution  and  indemnification. 

The  causes  which  led  to  the  making  of  the 
treaty  under  consideration  seem  to  be  of  the  latter 
kind;  that  is,  for  the  reparation  of  friendly  rela- 
tions which  once  subsisted  between  this  Govern- 
ment and  Spain,  and  for  the  redress  of  grievances 
which  occurred  during  the  suspension  of  those 
friendly  relations;  and  is  expressed  in  the  treaty 
to  be  for  spoliations  committed  on  our  commerce, 
or  "  unlawful  seizures  made  by  Spain  of  the  pro- 
perty of  our  citizens."  As  the  causes  or  motives 
which  led  to  the  promulgation  of  this  treaty  arc 
only  adverted  to  as  matters  of  reference  in  its  con- 
struction, and  as  they  are  set  out  in  the  treaty  it- 
self, it  would  seem  a  waste  of  time  (which  has 
now  become  very  precious)  to  go  into  a  detail  of 
the  various  aggressions  which  induced  this  Gov- 
ernment to  call  upon  Spain  for  indemnity,  and 
more  especially  as  everv  honorable  gentleman  in 
this  House  must  be  well  acquainted  with  them. 

The  next  inquiry  which  occurs  is,  what  is  the 
nature  of  the  obligations  imposed  upon  the  con- 
tracting parties  ?  Every  treaty  comprehends  sev- 
eral duties  or  obligations.  Those  which  arise 
between  the  contracting  Powers  a:;  bodies  politic  ; 
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those  which  exist  between  the  citizens  or  subjects 
of   those  Powers  ;  ihose  which   subsist    between 
the  respective  Governments,  and   the  citizens  or 
subjects   of  each  Power  ;  and    those   which  are 
common  to  the  Government,  and  its  own  citizens 
or  subjects.     Without  going  very  deeply  into  ab- 
stract   reasonings,  it  seems  necessary   to  inquire 
a  little  into  the  nature  of  Governments,  to  come 
to  a  correct  conclusion   upon    the  case  before  us. 
Man,  iu  a  state  of  nature,  independent  of  all  po- 
litical regulations,  is  bound  to  act  honestly  toward 
his  fellow-mao.  and  to  do  him  all  the  good  he  can 
without  subjecting  himself  to  an  injury  ;  hence, 
where  one  man  in  this  state  of  existence  does  ano- 
ther an  injury,  that  other  has  a  right  to  indemnity 
in  some  mode  allowed  by  the  law  of  nature,  and. 
under  such  circumstances,  might  redress  his  own 
wrongs.     But,  having  entered  into  the  social  com- 
pact, he   is  precluded  from  doing  so  :  and,  being 
so  precluded,  he  has  a  right  lo  call  upon  his  Gov- 
ernment  to  do  that  for  him  which  he  is  not  at 
liberty  to  do  for  himself;  but,  at  the  same  lime, 
that  he  has  a  right  to  call  upon  his  Government 
to  redress  wrongs  commiiled  against  him  by  other 
Governments  or  their  subjects,  he  has  no  right  to 
expect  any  other  reparation  than  that  which  he 
himself    could    have   obtained,    with    competent 
power   to  enforce  his  claim;  or,  in  other  words, 
he  can   have  no  claim  to  an  indemnity  from  his 
own  Government  which  would  not  have  been  in 
the  power  of  the  aggressor  to  make.     The  exami- 
nation of  these  principles  will  lead  to  a  correct 
understanding  of  the  obligation  which  the  Gov- 
ernment IS  under  to  those  claimants  for  whose 
benefit  the  money  in  this    bill  is  to  be  applitd. 
Let  us  for  a  moment  refer  to  the  relative  situation 
of  the  Government  to  those   claimants,  and  see 
how  they  stand  toward   each  other.     Ii  is  a  well 
esUblished,  fundamental    principle  of  the  social 
system,  that  a  man  gives  up  a  share  of  his  natural 
rightsaud  privileges,  that  he  may  have  the  remain- 
der better  secured  to  him  ;  and  one  of  those  priv- 
ilege? which  he  surrenders,  as  before  hinted,  is  his 
right  to  redress  his  own  wrongs;  and  having  given 
up  that  privilege,  he  has  a  riglit  to  expect  of  his 
Government  to  redress  them,  so  far  as  shall  be 
convenient  and   proper,  taking   into  view  every 
circumstance  connected  with  its  accomplishment. 
The  Government,  therefore,  takes  upon  itself  the 
task  ot   redressing  the  wrongs  of  its  subjects  or 
citizens,  agreeably  to  the  principles  before  stated, 
keeping  always  in   view  the  good  of  the  whole 
community.     Therefore,  when  it  makes  a  treaty 
with  an  aggressing  Power,  it  is  its  duty  to  provide 
for  its  own   indemnity  and  the  indemnity  of  alt 
its  subjects,  if  convenient,  and  reasonably  practi- 
cable ;  hence,  it  becomes  a  protector  or  guardian 
for  them,  not  only  to  see  that  other  nations  do 
them  justice,  but  to  do  them  justice  itself;  and 
from  this   parental  and  protecting  character,  and 
none  other,  arises  all  the  claims  which  its  citizens 
or  subjects  have  upon  it ;  and  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  into   effect  all   its -functions    with    the 
greater    facility,  it   is  divided    into  departments, 
each  of  which  has  assigned  to  it  certain   limited 
and  defined  powers,  and  which  every  other  depart- 
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ment,  as  well  as  every  citizen,  is  bound  to  respect, 
confide  in,  and  submit  to,  so  long  as  it  acts  within 
the  sphere  of  its  own  authoriiy  ;  among  these  de- 
partment-s,  or  divisions  of  the  Government,  is  the 
treaty-making  power,  and  which  is  as  perfect  and 
absolute  in  the  exercise  of  its  various  functions, 
and  is  entitled  to  as  much  deference,  as  any  other 
power  acting  within  the  scope  of  its  authority  ; 
and  when  that  power  has  been  exerted  upon  a 
particular  occasion,  its  act  is  binding,  not  only  on 
those  immediately  connected  with  the  transaction, 
but  upon  the  whole  community. 

Having  examined  the  general  powers  of  the 
Government,  and  its  duties  towards  individuals 
who  compose  it,  so  far  as  they  seem  necessary  for 
my  purpose,  I  will  apply  those  principles  to  the 
case  b<fore  us,  and  see  what  will  be  the  result.    If 
I  have  laid  down  a  single  principle  which  is  not 
substantially    warranted    by    the    authorities,   or 
which  will  not  stand  the  test  of  ethical  analysis, 
I  shall  be  open  to  correction  and  conviction  by 
honorable   gentlemen    opposed    to   me.      In    this 
ca.se,  then,  the  Government  of  Spain  has  made 
unlawful  seizures  of  the  property  of  the  claimants; 
this  Government,  as  the  guardian  and  protector 
of  their  rights,  has  interposed  between  them  and 
Spain,  and  concluded  the  treaty  now  under  con- 
sideration, to  indemnify  and  remunerate  them  for 
losses  sustained  in  consequence  of  such  unlawful 
.seizures.     For  the  clear  understanding  of  the  na- 
ture of  the  obligation  of  the  Government  to  those 
claimants,  it  will  be  necessary  to  give  the  several 
clauses  of  this  treaty  a  separate  and  distinct  con- 
sideration.    As  It  regards  the  adequacy  or  inade- 
quacy of  the  redress  secured  by  it  to  those  claim- 
ants; or,  in  other  words,  whether  it  be  a  provident 
or  improvident  treaty,  I  conceive,  is  not  a  subject 
for   our    present   consideration.      If,    however,   I 
were  to  give  an  opinion,   I  should  say  we  had  a 
right  to  presume  it  was  the  best  that  could  have 
been  gotten  at  the  time.     There  is  no  honorable 
gentleman  in  this  House  that  does  not  know  the 
deranged— nay,  the  miserable  vassal  and  bankrupt 
condition  of  that  nation  at  the  time  it  was  made. 
And,  although  it  may  suit  some  honorable  gen- 
tlemen to  decry  the  treaty  and  the  treaty-makers, 
I  am  disposed  to  make  the  best  of  the  one,  and 
think   t!ie  most  charitably  of  the  others.     Yet, 
however  improvident  the  whole  treaty  may  be, 
and  inadequate  the  redress  to  the  claimant.*,  it  is 
not  for  us  now  to  change  the  nature  of  the  former, 
or  make  up  the  deficiency  in  the  latter;  a  duty 
has  devolved  upon   us  to  carry  it  into  effect,  ac- 
cording to  the  terms  of  it,  as  the  treaty-makiog 
power    has   laid   them    down  —  for  that   having 
passed  upon  it,  it  is  conclusive  with  us.     It  is  a 
co-ordinate  branch  of  the  Government,  it  has  its 
powers  to  exercise,  and  iUs  duties  to  perform;  and, 
having  performed  them,  it  is  not  for  us  to  violate 
our  trust  by  trampling  upon  its  authority,  even  if 
it  had  acted  wrong;  for,  by  so  doing,  we  should 
make  ourselves  parOceps  criminis.     If  the  honora- 
ble gentlemen  who  signed  this  treaty  have  looked 
over  the  interests  of  these  claimants,  and  hare 
taken  an  insufficient  indemnity,  let  the  responsi- 
bility rest  with  them;  let  us  do  our  duty,  aod 
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carry  it  into  effect,  ia  the  maoDer  they  hare  pre-  ' 
Acnbed.  It  was  their  duty  to  make  the  treaty  ;  it 
is  ours  to  carry  it  into  effect  according  to  its 
terms.  The  honorable  gentleman  Jrom  New 
York  cannot  see  in  this  treaty  a  triple  alterna- 
li?e;  I  think  I  can  very  plainly  see  a  double  one. 
The  language  of  the  treaty  is :    "  The  Govern-  i 

*  ment  may,  alter  the  Commissioners  shall  have 
'  admitted  and  allowed  the  claims  to  an  amount 

*  not  exceeding  five  millions  of  dollars,  pay  ihem 
'  immediately  at  the  Treasury,  or  in  the  creation 
'  of  stock  at  six  per  centum  per  annum,  payable 
'  from  the  proceeds  of  sales  of  the  public  lands  in 

*  the  territories  ceded,  or  in  such  other  manner  as 
'  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  may  prescribe 
'  by  law." 

If  these,  then,  are  the  terms  of  the  treaty,  what  ; 
is  the  duty  of  the  Grovernment  resulting  from  it, 
as  regards  the  claimants?     It  is  the  duty  of  the  | 
Government  now  to  discharge  its  obligations  to  i 
the  claimants  in  good  faith,  accordmg  to  equity  I 
and  justice.     Obligations    between   the  Govern-  ] 
meut  and  the  people  are  like  all  other  obligations,  i 
and  ought  to  be  construed  like  them.     I  lay  down 
the  following  as  correct  rules  of  construction  with  I 
regard  to  contracts:    All   implied   contracts   (of 
which  this  is  one)  are  to  be  construed  according 
to  equity  and  natural  justice,  taking  into  consid"^ 
eration  all  the  circum^tances  con.nected  with  the 
transaction,  or  that  thing  which  forms  the  con- 
sideration for  making  it.     That  each  has  a  right 
to  have  it  performed  according  to  his  reasona1)le  j 
expectation.     That,  in  express  contracts,   where  | 
there  is  an  alternative,  or  more  than  one  mode  of  | 
discharging  them,  the  obligor  has  a  right  to  select  > 
which  of  the  modes  he  pleases ;  but  when  he  has 
selected  his  mode,  or  made  his  choice,  he  is  not  at 
liberty  afterwards  to  change  it  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  obliged.     I  further  lay  it  down,  as  a 
fundamental  principle  with  regard  to  tru>t  and 
trustees,  that  the  trustee  can   never  be  made  ac- 
countable beyond  the  value  of  the  trust  estate,  and 
that,  where  money  is  to  be  paid  out  of  a  certain 
or  uncertain  fund,  you  can  never  make  the  trustee 
or  holder  of  the  fund  pay  the  money  out  of  his 
own  estate;  and  in  no  case  can  he  be  required  to 
pay  II  until  it  becomes  due.     Here,  then,  it  ap- 
pears clearly,  by  the  terms  of  the  treaty,  that  the 
Government  intended  to  reserve  to  itself  the  ri'^ht 
to  take  into  its  own  hands  the  fund  out  of  whTch 
this   money    was   to    be    paid,    if    circumstances 
would  seem  to  warrant  it— that  is,  if  it  should 
appear  the  lands  were  likely  to  turn  out  a  produc- 
tive fund,  the  object  of  the  Government,  no  doubt 
was  to  bold  the  land  and  pay  the  money  immedi- 
ately at  the  Treasury,  or  in  such  other  manner  as 
Congress   might  prescribe.     Several   reasons  for 
such  construction  urge  themselves  upon  the  mind 
with  great  force. 

It  IS  said,  by  an  honorable  eentleman  on  the  ' 
sideof  the  question  with  mvselt,  who  is  somewhat  I 
acquainted  with  H^*^  geography,  that,  although  it  j 
IS  called  -a  land  of  Howers,"  it  is,  in  fact,  aland  j 
ot  sand  heaps,  musqu.toes,  frogs,  serpents,  and  alii-  [ 
ffators.  I  know  nothing  of  it  mvself,  except  what 
I  have  gathered  from  the  general  history  of  the 


country.     But,  I  presume,  its  history  or  geography, 
at  the  time  of  the  purchase,  was  very  little  known, 
which  rendered  its  value  very  uncertain  indeed, 
besides  which,  it  may  be  recollected,  that,  by  that 
same  treaty,  a  part  of  that  beautiful  country,  west 
and  south  of  the  Sabine  river,  and  .said  to  be  more 
valuable  than  all  the  Floridas,  was  ceded  to  Spain 
as  a   part  of  the   consideration  for    making  the 
treaty — leaving  it,  indeed,  very  doubtful  whether 
ail  the  lands  ceded  to  the  United  States  would  be 
more   than   sufficient   to   the  demands  of  those 
claimants.     Again,  it  does  appear  evident,  that 
somethmg  of  this  kind   must  have  borne  weight 
with  the  treaty  makers,  as  they  have  only  under- 
taken by  the  treaty  to  secure  to  the  claimants,  a 
sum  of  not  more  than  five  millions  of  dollars — 
leaving   the  balance,  which  is  said,  by  some,  to 
amount  to  more  than  ten  millions,  to  future  nego- 
tiation or  total  abandonment,  guarding,  very  cau- 
tiously, all  the  time,  aajamst  pledging  the  Govern- 
ment, in  any  shape,  lor  more  than  five  millions 
of  dollars.     And  further,  for  the  very  purpose  of 
meeting  the  contingent  or  uncertain  value  of  the 
Florida  lands,  they  introduced  thp  optional   pro- 
vision in  the  treaty,  before  alluded  to,  which  .secures 
to  the  Government  the  right  to  keep  those  lands, 
should  they  be   found  valuable,  as  an  indemnity 
for  the  cession  of  the  lands  beyond  the  Sabine; 
and  at  the  same  time  to  exclude  the  idea  of  a  re- 
sponsibility beyond  the  value  of  the  Florida  lands. 
The  Floridas,  while  under  the  dominion  of  Spain, 
had  already  occasioned  a  hiatus  in  our  sovereignty 
along  the  Gulf.     To  obtain  possession  of  it,  there- 
fore, was  considered  a  matter  of  great  impoitance  ; 
and,  no  doubt,  a  sacrifice  of  a  portion  ol  land  be- 
yond the  Sabine  was  made  for  the  purpose  of  ac- 
complishing an  object  of  so  much  importance  to 
the  Government  as  that  of  securing  the  control  of 
a  maritime  frontier,  from  the  northern  extremity 
I  of  Maine  to  the  mouth  of  the  Sabine.     I  think, 
I  then,  I  am  fairly  warranted  in  saying,  that,  con- 
j  sidering  every  circumstance  connected  with  the 
!  transaction,  the  deranged  and  impoverished  con- 
I  dition  of  Spain,  the  probability  ol  her  total  inca- 
I  pacity  to  make  any  reparation  lor  injuries  done 
us,  the  |)eculiar  situation  of  the  Floridas  in  relation 
to  the  United  Stales,  and  the  necessity  of  taking 
them,  or   nothing,  this  country  at  the  time,  stifl 
biteding  with   wounds  inflicted  by  a  recent  war, 
the  facility,  which   its    possession    by  a    foreign 
Power  gave  to  drain  the  Southern  country  of  its 
black    population,   the   miserable  imbecility  and 
corruption  of  the  Spanish  authorities,  calculated 
rather  to  favor  than  detect  and   punish  piracies; 
besides  the  reflection   that  the  sinuosities  and  in- 
dentations of  the  coast,  being  eminently  calculated 
to  furnish  a  safe  retreat  in  case  of  pursuit— hence, 
I  say,  under  all  these  considerations,  it  was  thought 
advisable  to  obtain  the  dominion  and  sovereignty 
of  the  country,  if  it  could  be  had  without  actually 
paying  money  out  of  the   Treasury— and  hence, 
the  sum  stipulated  to   be  paid  the  claimants  was 
limited  not  to  exce^  five  millions  of  dollars  ;  and, 
at   the  same  time,  the  payment  confined  to,  and 
contingent  upon,  the  value  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
sales  ol  the  public  lands  in  those  territories.    This 
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accounts,  too,  for  the  peculiar  phraseology  of  the 
treaty  in  stating,  "  The  five  millions  to  be  paid  by 

*  the  creation  of  stock,  bearing  an  interest  of  six 

*  percentum  per  annum,  payable  from  the  proceeds 

*  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  within  the  lerri- 

*  tories  ceded."  If  it  were  intended  that  the  whole 
of  these  claims  should  have  been  paid,  why  limit 
them  to  five  millions?  or,  if  it  were  intended  that 
even  this  sum  should  be  positively  and  uncondi- 
tionally paid,  why  introduce  the  above  restrictive 
clause  ?  Why,  I  say,  make  it  payable  by  the  cre- 
ation of  stock  with  interest  payable  from  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sales  of  those  lands?  Tlie  reason,  I 
think  is  very  obvious.  It  was  never  intended  to 
pledge  the  Government  beyond  the  value  of  those 
lands,  and  at  the  same  time  to  make  for  the  claim- 
ants the  best  possible  "bargain  that  could  be,  under 
these  restrictive  circumstances.  I  am  here  met 
bjr  a  position  taken  by  some  of  the  friends  of  this 
bill,  that  Grovernment  is  bound,  at  all  events,  to 
pay  the  interest,  annually,  on  the  stock  created, 
and  that  to  issue  it,  redeemable  only  out  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  lands  in  Florida,  would 
be  creating  a  stock,  in  its  nature  irredeemable, 
which  is  always  unfavorable,  say  they,  for  the 
Government,  as  it  goes  to  create  a  perpetuity,  ex- 
cept at  the  caprice  of  the  holder. 

In  reply  to  this  proposition,  I  would  remark, 
(and  I  think  I  am  warranted  by  the  rule  of  con- 
struction and  the  language  of  the  instrument  in 
making  it,)  that  you  cannot  torture  the  words  of 
the  treaty,  or  so  distort  its  meaning,  as  to  draw 
from  it  such  a  conclusion.  If  the  treaty-makers 
had  intended  that  such  construction  should  be 
given  to  It,  why  were  they  not  explicit— why  not 
put  down  the  very  words  to  he  paid  annually? 
Why  use  the  circumlocution  they  have,  when 
they  might  have  come  to  it  at  once?  Why  leave 
it  in  doubt,  or  to  construction?     I  say  they  have 

F laced  if,  in  my  mind,  beyond  all  doubt,  and 
conceive,  in  the  mind  of  the  whole  world,  ex- 
cept by  the  most  unnatural  distortion  of  the  fair 
import  of  the  words.  Why  did  they  not  say  the 
claims  should  be  paid  by  the  creation  of  slock  at 
six  per  centum  per  annum,  if  such  was  their 
intention?  If  such  language  had  l)een  used,  and 
they  had  stopped  there,  there  could  have  been  no 
misunderstanding,  even  with  the  most  illiterate; 
or  had  they  said  they  should  be  paid  at  the  Trea- 
sury without  saying  more,  no  men — not  even  the 
claimants  themselves — could  have  pretended  to 
misunderstand  them.  They  might  have  been 
much  more  concise,  and  have  only  said,  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  shall  satisfy  the  claimants  to  the  amount 
of  five  millions  of  dollars  ;  that  would  have  end- 
ed the  matter  with  the  most  sceptical  mind,  and  ! 
Government  would  have  been  left  to  its  discre- 
tion to  pay  it  in  any  way  satisfactory  to  the  claim- 
ants. Bui  they  have  gone  on  and  said,  "Those 
claims  should  be  paid,  not  exceeding  five  millions 
of  dollars,  in  the  creation  of  stock,  bearing  an 
interest  of  six  per  centum  per  annum,  payable  from 
the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  lands  in  the  terri- 
tories ctded  ;"  and  the  friends  of  the  bill  supply 
the  words  payabU  annuaUy^  not  out  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sales  of  the  lands,  but  at  the  Treasury 


of  the  United  Stales :  for  saeh  is  the  effect  of  the 
construction  for  which  they  contend.     Here  prin- 
ciples for  which  I  contended  in  the  outset  apply. 
The  Government  becomes  a  trustee  for  the  claim- 
ants; it  has  negotiated  for  them;  has  made  the 
best  bargain  it  could  for  them,  without  going  into 
a  doubtful  contest  with  the  sword.     It  has  secured 
to  them  a  fund  of  uncertain  value,  of  which  it  is 
willing  to  give  them  the  whole  benefit,  if  it  be- 
comes necessary  to  the  satisfaction  of  their  claims; 
reserving  to  itself,  however,  the  right  to  the  sur- 
plus, if  any  there  be.     I  say  that  it  is  a  fair  pre- 
sumption that  it  was  the  best  bargain  that  could 
have  been  made  for  them  with  a  bankrupt  nation. 
The  Government  being  the  natural,  or  rather  the 
legal  guardian,  of  the  claimants,  it  stands  com- 
pletely in  the  place  of  a  trustee  for  them,  and  by 
no  principle  in  equity  can  it  be  required  to  pay 
more  than  the  value  of  the  fund  which  it  holds. 
Let  it  be  however  a  good  or  bad  bargain,  it  has 
been  made  by  the  treaty-making  power  of  this 
country,  a  power  over  which  this  House  has  no 
immediate  legal  control.     It  is  a  contract  com- 
pletely binding  upon  this  House,  the  nation,  and 
the  claimants  themselves;  and  unles-s  we  mean  to 
trample  upon  one  of  the  constituted  authorities  of 
the  country,  and  usurp  a  power  never  intended 
by  the  Consiitution  to  have  been  placed  in  our 
hands,  we  shall  conform  ourselves  to  the  contract 
made  by  that  power.     It  is  the  duty  of  the  Govern- 
ment, as  the  guardian  of  these  claimants'  rights, 
to  make  the  best  of  the  funds  placed  in  its  hands 
for  them  ;  and  if  they  can  be  paid  their  interest 
annually  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 
lands,  agreeably  to  the  contract  made  for  them, 
they  ought  to  be  paid ;  if  not,  they  ought  to  be  paid 
as  speedily  as  possible,  but  without  encroaching 
upon  other  funds  of  the  Government.     What  will 
be  the  principle  established  by  the  passage  of  the 
bill  upon  your  table?     You  not  only  set  aside  the 
solemn   act  of  a  co-ordinate   authority,   but,  sir, 
you  establish  the  principle,  that,  unless  you  can 
obtain  complete  pecuniary  redress  by  treating  with 
a  nation,  you  must  go  to  war.     An  honorable 
gentleman  on  my  right  tells  you  that  the  Govern- 
ment has  interfered    between  the  claimants  and 
the  Spanish  authorities;  it  has  undertaken  their 
cause,  and  prevented  them  from  seeking  redress 
in  their  own  way  against  that  Power;  and  now, 
says  the  honorable   gentleman,  after  interfering, 
and  preventing  them  from  making  the  best  bar- 
gain they  could,  you  are  not  willing  to  make  them 
full  reparation. 

Why,  sir,  this  is  but  begging  the  question,  and 
is  in  fact  only  quarrelling  with  the  constituted 
authorities  of  the  country;  it  is  admitting  the 
Government  had  the  right  to  interfere  and  make 
a  bargain  for  the  claimants,  (which  is  the  fact,) 
but  because  they  have  made,  as  gentlemen  say,  a 
bad  bargain,  they  will  not  comply  with  it.  Be- 
cause the  Government  has  not  been  able  to  obtain 
for  them  full  indemnity  for  their  losses,  it  must 
make  them  up  for  its  goodness  in  interfering  in 
their  behalf.  It  is  saying  to  the  Government, 
you  have  been  good  enough  to  interpose  your 
power,  and  obtain  for  us  a  partial  redress  of  our 
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grievances;  we  admit  you  have  done  the  best  you 
could,  but  as  you  have  not  doae  all  you  could, 
we  now  require  of  you   to  do  the  balance.     We 
have  trusted   you   to  endeavor   at  obtaining  the 
clainas  which  were  due  to  us  ;  you  have  got  lor  us 
all   you   could,    but   we   are  not  satisfied.     You 
ought  to  make  us  whole.     When   they  are  told 
that  the  Government  bad  done  the  best  it  could 
for  them,  that  is  true  enough,  hay  they,  but  it  has 
not  done  all  it  could — it  might  have  gone  to  war ; 
and  as  it  has  not  done  so,  we  now  require  it  to 
pay  us  the  whole  amount  of  our  claims.     The 
principle  which  gentlemen  on   'he  opposite  side 
contend  for  is  really  this:  that  where  the  Gov- 
ernment interferes   to  negotiate,  and  cannot  suc- 
ceed  in   securing  a   perfect  indemnity  for  all  the 
losses  of  its  citizens  or  subjects,  jt  is  b<)und,  under 
every  circumstance,  to  go  to  war,  or  make  them 
full  reparation  for  the  aggressions  of  the  enemy. 
What,  then,  sir,  is  the  true  nature  of  the  contract 
between  the  Government  and  these  claimants? 
Why,  clearly,  sir,  that  when  those  Commission- 
ers, mentioned  in  the  treaty,  shall  have  admitted 
and  allowed  their  claims  to  an   amount  not  ex- 
ceeding five  millions  of  dollars,  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  create   the  stock   for   that  amount, 
bearing  an  interest  of  six   per  cent,  per  annum, 
and  issue  certificates  to  the  holders,  (not  subject 
to  pay  interest  annually  at  the  Treasury,  as  the 
gentlemen  contend  for.)  but  payable  froni  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sales  of  the   public  lands  in   those 
territories.     Suppose,  Mr.  Speaker,  a  certificate  of 
such  stock  wet*!:  issued  for  a  thousand  dollars,  ex- 
pressing upon  the  face  of  it,  that  it  would  be  good 
to  the  holder  fur  the  sum  mentioned,  payable  out 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale.s  of  the  public  lands  in 
the  Floridas,  and  it  were  by  accident  to  fall  into 
the  hands  of  an/  man  but  a  stockjobber  or  a  bro- 
ker, (1  have  no   insidious  allusion  to  any  set  of 
men,)  or  into  the  handsof  any  man  unacquainted 
with  (the  .science  of)  this  kind  of  dealing— for  it 
has  really  become  a  matter  of  science  at  this  day- 
would  it  ever  strike  him  for  a   moment  that  he 
was  to  receive  it  in  any  other  way  than  that  ex- 
pressed upon  its  face?     I  say,  sir,  would  it  ever 
strike  him  that  he  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  go  to 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  once  in  e'very 
year  and  draw  his  sixty  dollars' interest  ?     Would 
he  not   be  perfectly  astonished,  sir,  on  being  told 
that  that  was  the  effect  of  the  paper  which  he 
he  d  in  his  hand  ?     1  ask  the  question  emphati- 
cally, sir,  would  It  not  astonish  him  to  hear,  that 
although   ihc-e  lands  were  not  worth  even  the 
trouble  of  selling,  yet  he  would  be  entitled  to  re- 
ceive sixty  dollars  annually  for  his  certificate      I 
say,  sir.  It  would   be  matter  of  perfect  astonish- 
ment.    Nothing  can  be  more  plain  than  that  the 

contract  between  the  Government  and  these  claim- 
ants KSMmply  this:  that  after  the  claims  are  ad- 
mitted and  allowed,  and  not  till  then,  they  shall 
be  paid  by  the  creation  of  stock  at  >ix  per  cent,  per 
annum,  to  be  paid  (principal  and  interest)  out  of 
the  proceeds  ot  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  in  the 
i<Ioridas,  and  in  no  other  manner  whatever;  and 
sir,  as  a  mailer  of  justice,  it  becomes  the  duty  of 
Ihe  Covtr  me  I  to  offer  these  lands  for  sale  as 


soon  as  convenient,  and  in  the  way  best  calcula- 
ted to  secure  for  them  a  fair  price.  And,  sir,  I 
say  again,  with  the  firmest  conviction  of  its  truth 
and  rectitude,  that  this  Government  is  not  respon- 
sible beyond  the  value  of  the  lands.  The  nature 
and  extent  of  the  obligation  being  thus  ascertained, 
it  will  not  be  a  very  difficult  matter  to  determine 
the  rights  of  the  parties  or  claimants  under  it.  Ii 
mavr  be  necessary,  however,  to  make  some  gen- 
eral observations  with  regard  to  the  rights,  of  in- 
dividuals in  relation  to  their  own  government. 
As  a  man,  when  he  enters  the  social  compact,  re- 
linquishes the  right  of  revenging  his  own  wrongs, 
or  procuring  redress  in  his  own  person,  it  is  the 
duty  of  his  government  to  do  that  for  him  which 
he  has  put  it  out  of  his  power  to  do  for  himself; 
and  to  observe,  at  the  same  time,  to  do  justice  it- 
self; but  it  is  not  to  do  more  than  justice,  for 
whatever  it  does  more  than  justice  to  one  indi- 
vidual, is  so  much  injustice  done  to  another. 

The  present  claimants  can  have  no  pretensions 
to  the  lands  ceded,  but  only  to  the  proceeds  of  the 
sales,  so  far  as   may  be  necessary  to  satisfy  their 
claims,  to  the  amount  of  five  millions  of  dollar?, 
and  the  interest  on  their  stock,  and  no  more  ;  for, 
as  the  Government  has  interested   itself  so  far  as 
to  permit  the  treaty-making  power  to  negotiate  for 
them,  that  power  is  unlimited  in  its  operation*,  as 
respects  the  subjects  within   its  sph^•re  ;  so  that, 
whatever  stipulations  it  may  have  made  in  their 
behalf,  those  stipulations  are  conclusive  between 
them  and   the  Government,  and  no  power  under 
heaven   has  a  right  to  infringe  them,  or  set  them 
at  naught.    No  matter  how  improvident  the  treaty, 
made   by  the  proper  authority,  acting  within   its 
sphere,  it  is  binding  on  the  Government,  as  well 
as  on   the  individuals  for  whose   benefit  it  was 
made.     A  treaty  once  made  and  ratified,  no  mat- 
ter how  absurd   it  may  appear  in  its  terms,  it  is 
fair  to  presume,  was  the  best  that  could  have  been 
gotten,  and  that  it  was  better,  at  the  time,  to  have 
entered  into  it   than  to  have  gone  to  war;  an4 
were  it  otherwise,  a  nation  or  an  individual  could 
never   be  .safe  in   relying  upon  a  treaty.     And  if 
the  treaty-making  power  were  to  enter  into  an  ab- 
surd compact  which  was  totally  inadequate  to  se- 
cure the  Government,or  the  individuals  concerned 
it  ought  never  to  be  ratified  ;  but,  after  it  has  re^ 
ceived  the  solemn  sanction  of  the  revisory  power, 
there  is,  and  ought  to  be,  an  end  to  the  matter! 
and  the  Government,  as  well  as  the  individuals 
concerned,  have  no  right  to  claim  any  other  re- 
dress under  it.than  ihcU  which  it  has  expressly  or 
impliedly  stipulated  to  give  them.     Hence,  those 
claimants,  so  long  as  they  claim  a  right  under  this 
treaty,  must  be  content  to  take  such  as  is  guaran- 
tied by  It,  or  none  at  all ;  for  it  is  by  thai  and  that 
alone,  they  have  any  ri^ht  whatever.     Thi.s  posi- 
tion will  appear  perfectly  clear  on  a  little  reflec- 
tion.    These  claims  are  said  to  be  due  for  unlaw- 
ful seizures  of  vessels  and   properly,  which,  from 
every  aopearance,  were  chiefly  insured,  and   for 
which  the  insurers  have  made  indemnity  to  the 
insured,  whereby  the  claims  under  this  treaty  have 
fallen  into  the  handsof  insurance  companies,  bro- 
kers, and  underwriters.     They  were  adveoturera 
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ID  the  habit  of  this  dangerous  kind  of  speculation 
and  of  receiving  premiums  in  proportion   to  the 
hazard  they  run  ;  and,  perhaps,  with  all  these  ap- 
parent losses,  have  made  their  fortunes,  and  have 
been  quite  as  successful  as  they  had  a  right  to  ex- 
pect.    Whatever  premiums  were  paid  them,  have 
not  been   charged   to  the  loss  of  the  shipper,  but 
have  been  put  upon  the  goods  of  other  shipments 
with  a  premium  again   upon   that  premium,  all 
which  went  to  enhance  the  price  of  the  articles 
and  has  been  paid    by  the  consumers,  and  which 
operates  as  a  tax  upon  the  people  at  large ;  hence 
it  may  be  said  that  the  people  have  once  paid  these 
claims ;  besides  viewing  those  claims  in  this  light 
as  being  in  some  measure  different  from  those 
which  are  the  immediate  result  of  useful  labor 
{though  I  admit  them  to  be  legal,  and,  indeed' 
honest,)  the  treaty-makers  were,  perhaps,  induced 
to  take  a   more  precarious   indemnity  than  thev 
otherwise  might   have  done.     Hence,   I   take  it 
these  adventurers  come  with  a  poor  grace,  afte? 
having   made   their   fortunes  in  those  hazardous 
speculations,  and   after   having   in  fact  virtually 
received    the  amount  of  their  claims,  to  ask   any 
other  redress  than  that  stipulated   for  them  in  the 
*[^^u^'.    '^^'^y<^0"'J  have  recovered  nothing  from 
the  beihgerent  or  aggressing  nation  without  the  aid 
of  the  Government ;  they  have,  therefore,  no  right 
to  expect  any  other  redress  than  such  as  it  was  able 
to  procure  for  them.     Private  adventurers,  whose 
property  falls  into  the   hands  of  the  enemy,  are 
not   entitled   to  remuneration   from  the  Govern- 
ment, nor  IS  the  Government  responsible  for  prop- 
erty seized   by  the  enemy,  unless  the  seizure  hap- 
pens in    consequence  of  its  having   been  in    the 
occupation  of  the  Government  it  the  lime  of  the 
Beizure.     I  believe,  sir,  no  one  will  contend,  that, 
in  this  case,  the  Government  was  bound  farther 
than   merely  to  negotiate  for  the  claimants,  and 
make  (or  them  the  best  bargain  it  could  ;  that  bar- 
gain has  been  made;  they  are  now  claiming  un- 
der It,  and  I  say,  and  say  it  without  fear  of  con- 
tradiction, that  they  have  no  right  beyond  it. 

The  next  inquiry  that  presents  itself  is,   what 
IS  a  correct  policy  to  be  pursued  under  this  con- 
tract, agreeably  to  the  construction  1  have  given 
It?     Governments,  like  individuals,  are  bound  to 
do  justly;  they  are  never  at  liberty,  wronafully 
to  take  from  one  part  of  the  community  to  ^ive  to 
another;  and  as   they  can  only  subsist  by  what 
they  receive  from  the  people,  all  which  one  indi- 
vidual, or  portion  of  the  community,  receives  over 
and  above  Its  due  portion,  must,  as  a  natural  con- 
sequence, be  taken  from  the  other.     They  are  not 
authorized  even  to  be  liberal,  unless  they  are  there- 
by to  attain  an  end  of  more  importance  than  the 
value  of  the   bounty  bestowed;  for  liberality,  al- 
though a  virtue  in  an  individual,  may  be  rendered 
a  species  of  oppression  in  a  Government.     It  fol- 
lows,  of  course,  that  whatever  these  claimants  re- 
ceive, more  than  the  fair  value  of  their  right  under 
the  treaty,  which  has  been   made  in  their  behalf 
must  be  taken  from  the  other  part  of  the  commu- 
nity, and  so  far  would  be  doing  palpable  injustice 
10  them.     And,  sir,  I  aver  that,  by  the  passage  of 
the  bill  upon  your  table,  you  rob  the  honest  in- 


dustrious part  of  the  community  of  more  than  a 
million  of  dollars,  to  put  it  in  the  pockets  of  those 
adventurers,  who  are  not  at  all  entitled  to  your 
lavor.  To  discover  the  effects  of  this  bill,  it  is 
only  necessary  to  examine  into  the  principles  it 
adopts  It  proposes  to  create  a  stock  of  five  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  at  an  interest  of  six  per  cent,  per 
annum  payab  e,  annually,  at  the  Treasury,  VT- 
deemable  at  pleasure,  without  any  regard  to  the 

wh?M   f'""°".l'T  ""1  '^'  treaty,  or  to  the  land, 
which  form  the  fund  out  of  which  it  ought  to  be 
paid.     There  are  several   objections  to  this  mode 
of  dischargmg  this  obligation  of  the  Government 
to  these  claimants.     In  the  first  place,  the  moner 
IS  not  due    to    them;    the    Commissioners   have 
neither  admitted  nor  allowed  the  claims.    We  are 
told,  to  be  sure,  by  honorable  gentlemen,  that  ther 
will  be  adjusted  by  the  first  of  June  next.     I  would 
ask,  sir,   what   evidence    we   have   of  the  fact? 
1  hey  have  been  in  a  course  of  arrangement  no«r 
for  three  or  four  years,  and  for  aught  we  know,  or 
can  know   they  may  continue  under  arrangement 
between  the  parties  for  seven  years  to  corSe,  and 
all  this  lime  the  Government  must  be  paying  an- 
nually three  hundred  thousand  dollars  inter^t  on 
the  stock;  and  my  word  for  it,  sir,  if  you  pay  the 
claimants  the  amount  of  their  demands,  and  leave 
Ihem  to  future  adjustment,  you  will   have  them 
adjusted  with  a  vencreance.     Or,  suppose  you  keep 
he  money  ,n  the  Treasury,  will    the  pleasure  of 
having  fave  niillions  in  the  Treasury  compensate 
tor  the  three  hundred  thousand  dollars  which  you 
annually  wring  from  the  sweat  of  the  poor  man's 
brow?    And   what,  sir,  is  the  excuse  urged  for 
creating  this  stock  at  this  time,  before  we  Ire  un- 
der any  obligation  to  pay  ii?     Why,  sir,  that  we 
can  now  borrow  the  money  at  four  and  a  half  oer 
cetii  when,  perhaps,  as  gentlemen  say,  we  cannot. 
at  the  end  oi  twelve  months,  borrow  it  at  less  ihaj 
ft'^L  11  K    "'  examine  this  policy  a  little  and  see  if 
t  will  bear  the  test  of  investigation.     You  are  to 
borrow   the   money  now  at  four  and   a  half  oer 
ceriiura  per  annum,  or,  in  other  words,  you  are  to 
sell  the  stock  which  you  create  at  one  and  a  half 
per  cent,  advance,  wherebv  gentlemen  say  they 
gain    a    profit   of  seventy-^ve    thousand    dollari 
1  his  sum,  to  be  sure,  is  worth  saving  to  the  Gov- 
ernment; but,  sir,  what  follows?     The  moment 
you  sell  the  stock  ,t  begins  to  bear  an  inter ™i  of 

rnon  hs  your  profit  is  all  gone.  U  your  claims 
should  remain,  in  the  course  of  adjustment,  for 
the  space  of  a  year,  you  are  out  of  pocket 'two 
hsndredand  tweoiy-dve  thousand  dollars-^ind  I 
say  they  remain  so  for  that  time;  or  longer  for 
aught  we  know.  We  are  told  b^  an  bono r'aSe 
gen  leman  from  Delaware,  that  money  is  less  val- 
uable now  than  when  this  Congress  commenced 
its  present  session-suppose  that  to  be  the  fact, 
and  I  am  not  disposed  just  now  to  que*tiou  iL 
have  we  any  evidence  it  will  be  more  valuable  in 
twelve  inonths  from  this  time?  What  are  the 
causes  which  have  led  to  its  depreciation,  the  gen- 
leman  did  not  slop  to  inquire,  nor  shall  I;  but 
the  causes,  I  take  it,  are  obvious,  and  I  think  it 
equally  obvious  that  those  causes  are  not  iik*:iy  to 
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cease  to  operate  within  a  twelvemonth,  if  any 
judgment  can  be  formed  from  a  view  of  the  pres- 
ent slate  of  the  world,  and  more  especially  of 
Europe,  which  always^  has,  and  so  long  as  we 
pursue  this  miserable  course  of  policy  that  drives 
domestic  industry  from  the  country,  always  will 
have  a  powerful  influence,  not  only  upon  our  pe- 
cuniary concerns,  but  upon  the  general  concerns 
of  the  nation. 

Another  pretext,  (for  it  can  really  be  no  more 
if  my  construction  of  the  treaty  be  correct,  and 
that  it  is  I  have  no  doubt,) — I  say  another  pretext 
is  offered  for  going  into  this  measure  now,  which 
is,  that  the  nation  is  pledged  to  pay  these  claims 
so  soon  as  they  shall  be  admitted  and  allowed  by 
the  Commissioners!  appointed  to  adjust  them,  and 
that  they  may  possibly  get  them  adjusted  before 
the  next  session  of  Congress;  and,  that  if  the 
Government  shall  not  be  ready  to  discharge  them 
at  the  time  they  shall  be  so  adjusted,  our  faith  is 
broken,  the  pledge  is  gone,  public  confidence  de- 
stroyed. If  any  weight  ought  to  be  allowed  to 
such  an  argument,  in  any  case  resting  upon  con- 
tingencies, it  cannot  be  admitted  in  this  case. 
Such  an  argument  would  come  with  a  very  poor 
grace  from  these  claimants,  who  have  kept  their 
claims  hanging  before  the  Commissioners  for 
years,  waiting,  as  I  presume,  for  evidence,  while 
those  Commissioners  were  drawing  upon  the  Trea- 
sury for  their  support.  Why  have  they  not  been 
adjusted  before  this  time?  We  have  heard  no 
complaint  of  the  Commissioners  neglecting  their 
duty;  the  fair  presumption  is,  that  the  fault,  if 
any,  is  with  the  claimants — and  even  if  there  be 
no  fault  with  either,  the  argument  has  no  weight. 
What,  sir,  is  the  language  of  the  treaty  under 
which  they  claim  ?  It  is,  that  when  those  claims 
are  admitted  and  allowed,  they  shall  be  paid  by 
the  creation  of  stock;  hence,  there  can  be  no  obli- 
gation on  the  Government  to  create  the  stock  un- 
til they  be  admitted  and  allowed.  There  is  no 
stipulation  in  the  treaty  to  have  the  money  wait- 
ing in  the  Treasury  until  it  shall  suit  those  claim- 
ants to  get  their  accounts  adjusted.  It  is  certainly 
a  very  extraordinary  doctrine  to  propagate  in  this 
House,  that  the  faith  of  the  nation  is  pledged  to 
travel  out  of  its  ordinary  course  of  legislation  to 
accommodate  a  few  individuals  who  may  chance 
to  have  claims  upon  it.  It  goes  the  whole  length 
of  saying  that  we  shall  continue  in  session  until 
it  shall  please  those  gentlemen  to  be  ready  to  re- 
ceive their  money,  or  that  we  must  anticipate 
them,  and  pay  half  a  million  of  dollars  interest 
upon  the  stock  created,  for  fear  we  should  not  be 
prepared  lo  pay  those  individuals  their  money  the 
moment  they  get  their  claims  ready  for  presenta- 
tion, and  thereby  be  guilty  of  a  breach  and  viola- 
tion of  public  honor  and  faith.  Such  a  doctrine, 
I  trust,  will  find  but  few  advocates  in  this  House' 
and  such  arguments  bear  but  little  weight  with 
those  whose  minds  are  open  to  conviction."  Again, 
sir,  there  is  no  obligation  upon  this  Government 
to  pay  money  in  this  case,  nor  is  there  any  on  the 
claimants  to  receive  it.  They  may,  therefore,  if 
they  think  proper,  refuse  your  money  and  require 
your  stock,  and  it  is  stock  they  are  entitled  to; 


and  my  word  for  it,  if  your  stock  is  better  than 
n)oney,  as  contended  by  some  honorable  gentle- 
men, these  claimants,  who  from  their  characters 
are  well  acquainted  with  per  cent,  per  annum  cal- 
culations, will  certainly  require  it,  and  those  gen- 
tlemen who  are  such  sticklers  for  public  faith, 
dare  not  deny  it  to  them.  Gentlemen  m.iy  tell  us 
the  public  faith  is  only  pledged  for  the  money,  as 
the  Government  is  at  liberty  to  pay  ihem  in  such 
manner  as  Congress  may  prescribe.  True,  such 
is  the  language  of  the  treaty,  but  those  wary 
claimants  will  tell  you  there  are  three  modes 
pointed  out  for  the  extinguishment  of  those  claims, 
one  of  which  is  to  discharge  them  with  stock 
bearing  interest  at  six  per  centum  per  annum  j 
that  you  have  thought  proper  to  adopt  that  mode 
of  payment;  that  you  are  not  now  at  liberty  to 
choose  another,  and  put  them  ofl  with  less  than 
their  contract;  money  is  not  stock,  nor  stock 
money.  The  Government  is  bound  to  perform  its 
contracts  specifically,  if  required  to  do  so,  and 
money,  in  equity,  will  not  discharge  a  contract  for 
slock.  Indeed,  as  I  before  remarked,  an  argu- 
ment proposing  to  make  such  a  change,  in  the 
nature  of  their  contract,  would  come  with  a  very 
ill  grace  from  those  gentlemen  who  are  such  stick- 
lers for  a  firm  adherence  to  public  faith.  There 
is  another  objection,  sir,  to  the  policy  of  this  bill. 
You  pledge  the  Government  jmmediately  and  di- 
rectly for  a  sum  of  money  it  never  was  intended 
to  be  made  responsible  for,  but  upon  contingen- 
cies. In  support  of  this  position,  I  think  I  need 
only  remind  the  House  ol  the  argument  in  rela- 
tion to  the  construction  of  the  treaty.  The  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Delaware  tells  us  that  the 
Government  is  bound,  at  all  events,  to  pay  the 
interest  annually  upon  the  stock  created.  I  have 
no  doubt  but  it  would  be  bound  to  do  so,  if  there 
were  funds  in  hand  sufficient,  arising  from  the 
proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  Florida  lands,  and  not 
otherwise. 

If  the  construction  which  I  have  given  to  this 
treaty  be  a  correct  one,  the  Government  cannot 
be  responsible  beyond  the  value  of  the  Florida 
lands.  And,  sir,  sujipose  the  lands  were  at  this 
time  really  worth  more  than  the  five  millions;, 
nay,  suppose  they  were  worth  ten  millions — I  still 
insist  upon  it,  it  would  not  be  good  policy  to  take 
them  and  pay  the  claims.  In  the  admiaistratioa 
of  the  fiscal  affairs  of  the  nation,  you  must,  ia 
general,  be  governed  by  the  same  rules  that  govern 
private  concerns.  The  great  question  to  be  set- 
tled here  is,  whether  it  would  be  good  policy  to 
take  the  fund  and  pay  the  claims  or  not.  If^  it  be 
not  policy  to  do  so,  this  bill  ought  not  to  pass;  for, 
in  passing  it,  you  violate  one  of  the  most  obvious 
principles  of  political  justice;  you  take  from  the 
many  that  which  is  their  right,  and  give  it  to  the 
few  who  have  no  right.  Suppose  you  adopt  the 
principles  of  the  bill,  and  create  the  stock  in  the 
manner  proposed,  you  enter  into  a  new  contract, 
not  immediately  with  those  claimants,  but  with 
other  persons.  The  moment  the  certificates  are 
handed  out,  even  suppose  they  fall  into  the  hands 
of  those  very  claimants,  they  are  no  longer  known 
as  claimants  under  the  Spaaibh  Treaty ;  they  as- 
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sume  another  character  of  creditors;  they  have  a 
fair  claim  on  your  Government  for  five  millions 
of  dollars,  chargeable  with  six  per  cent,  interest 
thereon  annually,  for  so  many  years  as  it  may  be 
unredeemed.  And,  sir,  when  you  have  done  so, 
what  have  you  done,  and  what  have  you  got? 
Why, sir,  you  have  riveted  upon  the  necks  of  the 
people  a  yoke  they  will  never  be  able  to  throw  off, 
until  thty  have  performed  the  servitude,  until  they 
have  served  the  favored  few,  the  darling  objects 
of  this  bill,  to  the  amount  of  five  millions  of'^dol- 
lars — no  small  sura  in  these  hard  times.  I  say,  sir, 
you  have  fixed,  irretrievably  fixed,  upon  .the  com- 
munity the  yoke,  and  that  without  any  the  small- 
est shadow  of  right  to  do  so. 

And,  sir,  what  are  you  to  get  in  lieu  of  your 
five  millions  of  dollars?  I  will  not  say  a  land 
of  mosquitoes,  frogs,  serpents,  and  alligators.  I 
will  suppose  the  best  that  can  be  said  of  it.  You 
know  not  what  you  have  got ;  you  have  got  some 
wild  lands  in  a  country  whose  geography  no  man 
in  this  House  can  know  with  any  certainty;  vou 
have  relinquished  the  bird  in  the  hand  for  the  bare 
possibility  of  obtaining  the  one  in  the  bush.  You 
have  indemnified  a  few  insurance  companies  and 
underwriters,  and  have  saddled  the  nation  with  a 
certain  debt  of  five  millions,  and  the  interest  until 
paid.  By  the  bargain  you  drive,  you  violate  one 
of  the  first  rules  of  private  economy,  that  is, 
"  never  to  buy,  at  any  price,  an  article  you  can 
neither  use  nor  sell."  Have  you  not  already  more 
public  lands  than  you  can  disposeof  to  advantage  ? 
Are  they  not  the  greatest  drug  in  the  market  ? 
Have  you  not  lands  in  nine  different  States  and 


the  two  kinds  of  stock.    What  would  be  the  differ- 
ence in  value  of  slock,  payable  from  the  proceeds 
of  these  lands,  the  value  of  which  is  totally  un- 
known, and  the  value  of  that  kind  of  stock  pro- 
posed by  this  bill  ?     The  one  directs  you  to  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States  annually,  for  the 
sum  of  three  hundred  thousand  dollars  ;  the  other 
leads  you  through  this  land  of  reptiles  described 
by  my  friend  from  Virginia.     I  say,  what  is  the 
fair  value  of  each,  and  what  the  discrepance? 
This  tests  the  policy  of  the  bill.     1  put  it  to  every 
honorable  gentleman  in  this  House,  what  differ-' 
ence  would  you  make  in  the  price  of  the  stock  ? 
Would  you  make  20  per  cent.?     If  so,  you  arc 
throwing  away  a  million  of  dollars  on  the  claim- 
ants.    But,  sir,  I  say  there  is  forty  per  cent,  differ- 
ence ;  and,  if  so,  you  are  throwing  away  two  mil-, 
lions.  * 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  intended  to  have  gone  more  into 
detail  upon  this  subject,  and  am  sorry  ray  state  of  i 
health  will  not  admit  of  it.     However,  as  I  re-  . 
marked  in  the  outset,  I  can  hardly  hope  to  have . 
changed  the  opinion  of  one  honorable  gentlemao  i 
in  this  House.     I  can  say  no  raore:  nor  could  I  • 
have  rested  satisfied  to  have  said  less.     I  do  think' 
this  bill  is,   in    its  operation,   calculated  to   de-«' 
fraud  the  public.     And,  sir,  1  can  never  consent  * 
to  stand  and  look  on  in  silence,  and  see  the  honest 
community  defrauded  of  its  rights  in  any  form: 
and,  sir,  if  this  bill  passes,  I  say  it  robs  them  of 
two  millions  of  dollars. 

When  Mr.  Test  had  concluded — 

Mr.  Randolph  moved  its  recommitment  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  supported 


Territories  ?     And,  sir,  will  the  Florida  lands  pay  i  the  motion  by  a  speech 

the  intereston  the  capital  vested  ?,  They  certainly        Thequestion  being  taken,  it  was  decided  in  the- 

will  not.     It,  indeed,  you  appropriate  the  proceeds  {  negative— ayes  73,  noes  93. 


of  the  sales  of  all  the  public  lands  in  the  United 
States,  they  will  scarcely  pay  the  debt  and  interest 
in  ten  years.  If  you  make  a  calculation  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  in  that 
State  where  the  population  is  increasing  more 
rapidly  than  in  any  other  State  in  the  Union,  and 
at  that  period,  too,  when  there  were  more  lands 
sold,  perhaps,  than  at  any  other — I  mean  the  years 
1820-1-2;  upon  such  calculation,  sir,  it  will  be 
found  that  this  debt  and  the  interest  can  scarcely 
be  paid  in  one  hundred  and  fifty  years.  I  have 
allusion  lo  the  Slate  which  I  have  the  honor  in 
part  to  represent.  The  sales  of  the  public  lands 
in  that  Stale,  if  I  mistake  not,  averaged  in  the 
years  1820-1-2,  three  hundred  and  thirty  two 
thousand  one  hundred  and  sixty-five  dollars. 
From  this  sum  deduct  the  interest  of  the  debt, 
which  is  three  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  we 
find  a  balance  of  §32,165  to  be  applied  annually 
to  the  extinguishment  of  the  original  debt.  And, 
sir,  can  you  hope  that  the  lands  in  Florida  will 
ever  be  as  productive  as  the  lands  in  Indiana  ?  If 
»o,  it  is  a  vain  hope,  which  will  never  be  realized. 
One  further  view  of  this  subject,  and  I  have 
done.  Gentlemen  may  endeavor  to  make  them- 
selves believe  those  calculations  are  fallacious, 
and  my  views  visionary.  I  presume  a  fair  method 
of  calculating,  and  one  that  no  honorable  gentle- 
man can  object  lo,  will  be  lo  compare  the  value  of 


The  question  then  recurring  on  the  passage  oft 
the  bill — 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  rose,  and  delivered, 
at  considerable  length,  his  views,  in  reply  ^o  the 
gentlemen  who  had  opposed  the  bill. 

Mr.  Livingston  also  spoke  on  the  bill;  and 
Mr.  Wright  renewed  the  motion   lo  recommit, 
the  bill.  ; 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  Bahtlett,  the  j 
question  was  again  taken  on  recommitting  thci 
bill,  and  decided  in  ihe  negative. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  passage  of 
the  bill,  by  yeas  and  nays.— For  the  bill  1 17,  against 
it  66,  as  follows:  = 

Yeas— Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Alli-' 
son,  Archer,   Baylies.   P.   P.   Barbour,   Bartlett,  Bas- 
sett,  Blair,  Breck,  Buchanan,  Bock,  Burleigh,  Burton,: 
Cady,  Cambreleng,  Campbell  of  South  Carolina,  Car- 
ter,   Cary,  Cassedy.   Cobb,    Collins,    Condict,    Cook, 
Crafts,  Craig,    Crowninshield,    Culpeper,    Cushman,- 
Cuthbert,  Day,  Durfee,  Dwinell,  Dwight,  Eaton,  Ed- 
dy,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Edwards  of  North  Car-  • 
olina,    Farrelly,   Foot  of  Connecticut,  Foote  of  New 
York,  Forsyth,  Forward,  Frost,  Garnett,  GaUin,  Gist, 
Govan,   Hall,    Hamilton,    Harvey,  Hay  ward,  Herop-. 
hill,  Hobart,  Holcombe,  Houston,  Jenkins,  Kent,  Kid- 
der, Kreracr,  Lalbrop,  Lawrence.  Lee,  Lincolo,  Litch- 
field, Little,  Livermore,  Livingston,  Locke,  Longfel- 
low, McKee,  McKim,   McLane  of  Delaware,  Mark-  ', 
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ley,  Martindil*,  MaUon,  Mitchell  of  Penn<yNiinia, 
Mitchell  of  Mirj land,  Morgan,  Neale,  Nelson,  New- 
toa,  O'Brien,  Owen,  Patterson  of  Pennsylvania.  Pluni- 
er  of  New  Hampshire,  Poinaett,  Rankin, ^Reed.  Roae, 
Saunders,  Sharpe,  SiMey,  Alexander  Smyth,  William 
Smith,  Spaight,  Spence,  A.  Stevenson,  J.Stephenaon, 
Storra,  Strong,  Swan.  Tattnall,  Ten  Eyck,  Thomp 
•on  of  Georgia,  Tracy,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of 
South  Carolina,  Vinton,  W'ebater,  Whipple,  Whit- 
tleaey,  Williams  of  New  York,  Wjlliams  of  Virginia, 
Williams  of  North  Carolina,  Wilson  of  South  Caro- 
lina, and  Wood. 

Nats — Meaare.  Adama,  Alexander  of  Ten.,  Allen  of 
Maasachusetts,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  barber  of  Con- 
necticut, J.  S.  Barbour,  Beccher,  Bnnt,  Urown,  Buck- 
ner,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Cocke,  Conner,  Ellia,  (Jar- 
riaon,  Gazlay,  Harris,  Hayden,  Henry,  Herkimer, 
Hooka,  Ingham,  Isacks,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  J.  T. 
Johnaon,  F.  Johnson,  Leftwich,  Letcher,  Long,  Mc- 
Arthur,  McCoy,  MrKean,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Mangum, 
Marvin,  Mrtlark,  Metcalfe,  Moore  of  Kentucky,  Moore 
of  Alabama,  Patterson  of  Ohio,  Plumer  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Prince,  Randolph,  Reynolds,  Richards,  Ross, 
Sandford,  Scott.  Sloane,  Standefer,  Sterling.  Talia- 
ferro, Taylor.  Test,  Thompson  of  Kentucky.  Tod, 
Tomiinson,  Trimble,  Vance  of  Ohio.  Van  '  Wyck, 
Whitman,  While,  WicklilTe,  Wilson  of  Ohio,  Woods,' 
and  Wright 

So  the  bill  was  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate 
for  concurrence. 
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Satdrday,  May  8. 
Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, reported  a  bill  to  establish  Bowdoinhara, 
in  the  Slate  of  Maine ;  Troy,  in  the  State  of  New 
York;  and  Fairport,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  ports 
of  delivery  ;  which  was  read  twice,  Jtnd  laid  upon 
the  table. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam Duane,"  was  read  a  third  time,  passed,  and 
returned  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Allen,  of  Massachusetts,  called  up  his  reso- 
lution for  adjournment ;  but  the  House  being  thin, 
and  Mr.  Cocke  having  moved  for  a  call  of  the 
House,  Mr.  A.  waived  his  call  for  the  present, 
gtring  notice  that  he  should  move  for  the  consid- 
eration of  the  resolution  on  Monday  next. 

POLICE  OF  TUE  CAPITOL. 

The  engrossed  resolution  for  the  regulation  of 
the  police  of  the  Capitol,  (one  provision  of  which 
authorizes  the  extension  of  the  authority  of  the  cor- 
poration of  Washington  to  the  public  grounds 
about  the  Capitol,)  was  read  a  third  time.  Mr 
Wood,  inquiring  the  particular  object  of  the  lat- 
ter provision,  Mr.  Lathrop,  in  the  absence  of  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  who  reported  it,  said 
that,  as  he  understood  it,  the  object  was  id  give 
such  authority  to  the  corporation  of  Washington 
as  should  carry  into  etfecl  its  provisions  against 
the  establishment  of  grog-shops  or  stands,  on  the 
public  property,  &c.  A  motion  was  then  made  to 
lay  the  resolution  on  the  taUe,  and  agreed  to. 

Subsequently,  the  resolution  was^again  taken 
up,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Mercer,  and"  the  ques- 
tion being  on  its  passage — 


Mr.  CocKE  spoke  against  that  part  of  the  reso- 
lution which  authorizes  the  appointment  of  a 
deputy,  by  th*?  Marshal  of  the  District,  during 
each  session  of  Congress,  to  attend  and  preserve 
order  in  the  precincts  of  the  Capitol,  con>idering 
it  wholly  unnecessary  to  appoint  an  additional  offi- 
cer, while  the  House  had  so  many  officers  and 
messengers,  dec. 

Mr.  Mercer  expressed  his  regret  that  this  reso- 
lution should  give  rise  to  any  discussion,  but  went 
on  to  say,  that  some  provision  of  the  sort  was  abso- 
lutely necessary.  There  is  now  no  police  in  the 
central  past  of  the  Capitol  or  its  exterior,  Ac.  The 
exhibition  (of  the  Panorama  of  Paris)  now  going 
on  in  the  centre  building,  was  by  j)ermisvion  of 
the  officers  of  the  two  Houses,  but  not  by  their  au- 
thority, for  the  obvious  reason  that  they  have  no 
authority  there.  As  to  the  officers  of  this  House, 
they  cannot  attend  to  the  police  of  other  parts  and 
avenues  of  the  building,  because  their  presence  is 
necessary  here,  to  attend  to  their  duties  within  this 
Hall.  There  were  a  variety  of  petty  offences  liable 
to  be  committed  on  the  premises,  which  it  was 
necessary  to  the  dignity  and  character  of  this 
House  to  provide  against. 

The  resolution  was  further  opposed  by  Mr. 
Rosa,  on  the  ground  of  the  sufficiency  of  this 
House,  by  its  officers,  to  protect  its  own  dig- 
nity, «ic. 

The  resolution  was  further  supported  by  Mr. 
Wood,  who  said,  having  examined  the  resolution, 
he  was  decidedly  in  favor  of  it,  and  would  even  go 
further,  if  it  were  necessary.  It  was  obvious  to 
every  sense,  that  there  were  nuisances  here  which 
required  removal,  some  of  them,  he  intimated,  of 
such  a  nature  that  there  was  no  man  of  honor 
whose  moral  sense  must  not  revolt  at  encounter- 
ing them,  &c.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  res- 
olution would  pass. 

Mr.  Livermore,  of  New  Hampshire,  said,  that 
the  gentlemen  who  supported  this  measure  seemed 
to  be  very  much  alarmed  by  something,  which  for 
his  part  he  did  not  understand.     We  have  sat  here 
said   he,  for  many  years,  without  any  inconveni- 
ence to  the  body  politic,  or,  as  far  as  I   know,  to 
the  body  natural.     I  should    be  as  willing  as  any- 
one to  expel  from  the  temple  those  who  sell  doves 
for  the  sacrifice;  but  the  doves  of  Venus  will  not, 
I  believe,  fly  in  the  face  of  any  one,  if  he  will  let 
them  alone.     We  do  not,  therefore,  want  a  police 
here  to  protect  ourselves  from  such  evils  as  these. 
We  have  a  doorkeeper,  with  his  deputies,  and  aii 
assistant  doorkeeper,  always  on  their  posts,  (ex- 
cept that  we  have  given  the  latter  leave  of  ab- 
sence for  a  while.)     I  thought,  too,  sir,  we  had  the 
Dower  of  exclusive  legislation  over  this  District ; 
but  this  resolution  proposes  to  put  us  under  the 
protection  of  the  corporation  of  Washington.    Not 
believing  this  to  be  necessary,  I  move  to  lay  the 
resolution  on  the  table. 

The  question  on  this  motion  was  determined  in 
the  affirmative,  by  a  small  majority. 

VIRGINIA   MILITARY  LANDS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Vance,  of  Ohio,  the  House 
took  up  the  bill  "authorizing  the  President  of  the 
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United  Stales  to  enter  into  certain  negotiations 
relative  to  lands  located  under  Virginia  military 
land  warrants,  lying  between  Ludlow's  and  Rob- 
erts' hoes,  in  the  State  of  Ohio." 

[This  bill  provides,  "That  the  President  of  the 
'  United  States  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  aufhor- 

*  ized  to  ascertain  the  number  of  acres,  and,  by  ap- 

*  praisement  or  otherwise,  the  value  thereof,  ex- 
'  elusive  of  improvements,  of  all  such  lands  lyin<r 
<  between  Ludlow's  and  Roberts's  lines,  in  the 
'  State  of  Ohio,  as  may,  agreeable  to  the  princi- 

*  pies  of  a  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
'  United  States,  in  the  case  of  Doddridge,  lessee, 

*  against  Thompson  and  Wright,  be  held  by  per- 
*sons  under  Virginia  military  warrants,  and  on 
'  what  terms  the  holders  will  relinquish  the  same 
'to   the  United    States;  and   that   he  report  the 

facts  at  the  commencement  of  the  next  session 


committee,  it  seemed,  had  determined  otherwise. 
Some  of  the  statements  in  the  petition  which  had 
been  read,  he  pronounced  to  be  false,  and  it  had 
apparently  been  drawn  up  without  any  knowledge 
ol  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

Mr.  Vance,  of  Ohio,  further  explained  and  de- 
fended the  provisions  of  the  bill,  gave  a  history 
ot  the  case  embraced  in  it;  and,  on  his  motion, 
the  report  of  the  select  committee  in  the  case,  wa» 
read. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  t 
third  reading,  without  opposition. 


*  of  Congress."] 

Mr.  P.  P.  IJarbour,  of  Virginia,  presented  a 
memorial  on  the  subject,  which  had  been  trans- 
mitted to  him  by  an  individual  in  the  State  of 
Uhio  ;  which  was  read. 

t.1^^'  ^^^^'^^^  "''  0'"o.  stated  the  grounds  of  the 
bill  and  the  merits  of  the  titles  which  are  proposed 
to  be  quieted  by  it.  He  replied,  also,  to  certain 
statements  in  the  petition  just  read,  which  he  con- 
sidered not  entirely  accurate. 

Mr.  P.  P.  Barbodr,  with  a  view  to  cover  as 
well  the  claims  not  located,  as  those  which  are 
and  which  it  appeared  to  him  equally  proper  tj 
provide  lor,  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table,  to 
allow  htm  time  to  prepare  an  amendment  for  that 
purpose. 

Mr.  Vance  said,  that,  however  the  description 
of  claims  referred  to  by  .Mr.  Barbour  might  re- 
quire future  legislation,  he  did  not  think  it  ought 
10  be  connected  with  this  bill,  which  embraced  a 
distinct  class  of  cases. 

Mr.  Barboi  R  withdrew  his  motion,  with  a  view 
to  introduce  his  proposition  separately  from  it. 
^i;-  J^'CKLirrE,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  by  adding  to  it  a  provision  requiring  a 
statement  of  the  amount  paid  by  the  purchasers 
to  the  General  Government  for  the  land,  and 
when  paid,  to  be  included  in  thecommunicalioo  to 
Congress. 

After  some  observations  from  Mr.  Rankin  and 
Mr.  Vance,  this  motion  was  withdrawn  by  the 
mover,  under  the  impression  that  the  information 
might  be  otherwise  obtained. 

Mr.  McCoy,  of  Virginia,  expressed  his  doubts 
°ii  '^^,^^P«d'^"cy  of  legislating  on  this  subject  at 
all.  When  Congress  did  legislate  on  the  subject 
they  ought,  at  least,  to  ^ive  the  holders  of  military 
warrants  the  option  ol  locating  the  warrants  on 
other  lands  than  those  now  open  to  them,  dec 

Mr.  McArthur,  of  Ohio,  feeling  himself  in- 
terested in  this  bill,  said  he  should  decline  voting 
upon  It.  He  stated,  however,  some  of  his  views 
on  the  subject,  one  of  which  was,  that  the  bill 
was  one-sided,  regarding  the  United  States  only, 
and  could  not  prejudice  any  interest  of  the  United 
States.  He  had  hoped  the  claimants  under  Vir- 
ginia would  have  been  allowed  a  participation  in 
the  investigation  proposed  by  this  bill,  but  the 


NAVIGATION  OF  WESTERN   RIVERS. 

The  House  took  up  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee ol  the  Whole,  made  yesterday,  upon  the  bill 
making  an  appropriation  towards  removing  the 
sand  bars  and  obstructions  to  the  bed  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, Ohio,  and  Missouri  rivers,  and  the  ques- 
tion being  upon  agreeing  to  the  amendment,  which 
introduces  a  substitute  for  the  original  bill 

Mr.  Buchanan,  of  Pennsylvania,  objected  to 
the  amendment,  as  too  far  enlarging  its  extent 
and  leaving  it  without  a  sufficiently  definite  ob^ 
ject.  If  a  system  of  internal  improvement  were 
to  be  adopted  by  the  General  Government,  he 
should  not  be  hostile  to  the  object  of  this  bill  as  a 
part  of  it.  Considering  this  amendment  as  not 
sufficiently  specific,  or  guarded,  he  .should,  if  it 
succeeded,  be  obliged,  under  present  impressions, 
to  vote  against  the  bill. 

Mr.  Sharpe,  of  New  York,  was  in  favor  of  the 
object  of  the  bill,  but  had  considerable  doubt  of 
the  practicability  of  the  means  proposed  to  carry 
It  into  effect.     In  New  York,  he  said,  large  sums 
of  money  had   been   appropriated   for  dams  and 
sluices,  <tc.,  in  its  great  river;  and,  after  the  ex- 
penditure of  all  this  money,  the  navigation  of  the 
river  was  worse  now  than   it  was   before  ever  a 
dollar  was  laid  out  upon  it.     The  moment  a  bar 
was  removed  from  one  place  in  the  river,  a  sub- 
stitute for  it  was  created  in  another.     Those  bars 
had  increased  to  such   an  extent,  that  the  steam- 
boat cannot  now  find  her  way  to  Albany  ;  and  he 
'f^""^ Jhat  the  attempt  to  remove  the  sand  bars  ia 
the  Ohio,  Missouri,  and  Mississippi  rivers,  might 
place  those  rivers  in  the  same  situation.    We  mar 
begin,  said  he,  with  $;75,000,  which  is  a  very  smalt 
beginning;  we  may  remove  the  bars  from  one 
place,  but  I  fear  it  will  only  be  to  create  them  ia 
another,  &c.     The  bill,  he  thought,  proposed  to 
begin  on  too  large  a  scale  ;  and,  if  he  was  com- 
pelled to  vote  on  a  proposition  so  general  as  tbii 
amendment,    he    should    be    compelled   to   rote 
against  it. 

Mr.  Henry  said,  the  bill  on  the  table  proposed 
to  test  the  great  system  of  internal  improvement, 
by  Its  application  to  a  precise  and  definite  object. 
1  he  advocates  of  that  system,  said  he,  have  taken 
high  ground.  They  contend  that  Congress  have 
power  to  establish  roads  and  canals,  and  to  im- 
prove existing  channels  of  intercourse,  for  national 
purposes;  and  that  it  is  expedient  to  exercise  it. 
Ihcir  adversaries,  with  some  few  exceptions, 
waive  the  question  of  expediency,  and  stake  their 
whole  defence  upon  a  denial  of  the  power. 
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Before  I  proceed  to  notice  the  main  question,  I 
take  this  opportunity  to  declare,  that  lama  friend 
of  State  sovereignty;  that  I  regard  it,  in  its  ap- 
propriate sphere  of  action,  as  the  best  security  for 
the  success  of  our  great  Republican  experiment; 
and  that  I  would  be  among  the  last  to  give  my 
assent  to  the  passage  of  any  law,  however  appar- 
ently expedient,  which  could  only  be  enacted  by 
encroaching  upon  those  powers,  which  have 
been  exclusively  retained  to  the  States  or  to  the 
people. 

After  the  elaborate  and  able  discussion  which 
has  already  taken  place,  during  the  present  session, 
npon  the  bill  "  to  procure  the  necessary  surveys 
for  roads  and  canals,"  it  would  be  almost  pre- 
sumptuous in  me  to  enter  at  large  into  the  Con- 
stitutional question  of  power.  I  might,  indeed, 
assume  it  in  argument,  to  be  the  settled  rule  of 
the  Government  that  Congress  have  the  power  to 
do  what  is  proposed  to  be  done  by  the  bill  under 
consideration.  I  might,  also,  fairly  contend,  that 
the  Constitutional  difficulty  is  not  at  all  involved 
in  the  present  investigation.  Let  it  be  remem- 
bered, that  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers,  are  the 
boundaries  of  neighboring  States;  and,  w^ith  the 
exception  of  Louisiana,  that  ihey  do  not  pass 
through  the  territorial  limits  of  either  of  the 
Slates;  that  they  are  the  common  commercial 
highways  of  all  who  inhabit  the  vast  regions 
through  which  they  flow  ;  and  are  justly  regard- 
ed, not  as  the  property  of  particular  Stales,  but  as 
common  stock — as  national  property.  The  in- 
quiry, therefore,  shall  be  directed,  throughout,  to 
the  naked  questions  of  expediency,  necessity,  prac- 
ticability, and  propriety. 

In  the  particular  case  before  us,  it  could  not  be 
expected,  that  a  single  State  would  take  upon 
herself  the  burden  of  accomplishing  an  object,  in 
which  so  many  other  States  were  equally  con- 
cerned. And,  if  she  were  willing  to  do  so,  it  is 
certain  that  the  plans  adopted  for  the  purpose, 
would  be  satisfactory  to  all  who  are  interested  in 
the  result  ?  Might  not  jealousies,  feuds,  and  bor- 
der animosiiiesensue,  gradually  engendering  those 
hereditary  hatreds,  which  would,  by  and  by,  break 
out  in  open  hostility?  But,  suppose  an  associa- 
tion of  several  States  is  formed,  for  the  elFtctua- 
tion  of  this  desirable  object ;  would  the  mischief 
be  diminished  ?  The  patriots  who  framed  the 
Constitution,  were  not  indifferent  to  the  dangers 
to  be  apprehended  from  the  supposed  or  actual 
existencecf  separate  interests,  which  might,  even- 
tually, give  birth  to  several  distinct  confederacies, 
each  pursuing  its  own  objects  in  its  own  way. 

Among  the  leading  motives,  which  led  to  the 
adoption  of  that  instrument,  the  necessity  of  guard- 
ing against  such  sectional  and  selfi>h  alliances, 
was  not  the  least  influential.  And  who  would 
not  shudder,  to  see  a  combination  among  the 
States  and  Territories  composing  the  valley  of 
the  Mississippi,  for  the  protection  ot  a  class  ot  in- 
terests which  were  avowed  and  admitted  to  be 
peculiar  to  themselves?  If  we  regard  the  Union 
m  worth  preserving,  we  must  sedulously  avoid 
every  tendency,  in  principle  or  in  practice,  which 
might,  by  possibility,  endanger  its  security.     Let 


the  people  look  to  the  national  Government,  as 

the  fountain  of  all  benefits,  which  are  to  be  felt 
by  the  whole  nation,  or  by  more  than  one  of  its 
members.  We  shall  thus  avoid,  not  only  those 
petty  contentions,  which  merely  disturb  the  pub- 
lic tranquillity  ;  but  also  those  dreadful  disorders, 
which  might,  at  some  distant  period,  rend  in  twain 
our  glorious  and  happy  Union. 

Let  us  next  inquire,  whether  it  is  necessary  to 
exert  that  power  *'  to  improve  the  navigation  of 
the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers?"  The  report 
upon  your  table  exhibits  a  brief  narrative  of  facts, 
making  out  the  strongest  possible  case  for  the  in- 
terposition of  Congress.  The  bars  which  cross 
the  channel  of  the  Ohio,  render  it  impassable,  ex- 
cept by  vessels  of  the  smallest  size,  during  six 
months  of  every  year.  The  obstructions  to  the 
navigation  of  the  Mississippi  are  not  peculiar  to 
any  season.  They  proceed  from  the  impetuosity 
of  its  current,  and  the  nature  of  the  country  through 
which  it  rolls  on  its  resistless  mass  of  waters  to  the 
ocean.  Its  navigation  is  always  dangerous  ;  and 
the  surprise,  which  a  passenger  could  not  but  feel, 
after  a  survey  of  its  numerous  impediments,  would 
be,  not  that  so  many  boats  were  wrecked,  but  that 
so  many  should  escape.  It  may  be  safely  affirmed, 
that  a  stronger  ca>e  for  the  interference  of  Con- 
gress can  never  occur. 

In  relation  to  the  plan  recommended  in  the  re- 
port, and  provided  in  the  bill,  for  improving  the 
navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  I  am  happy  to  find 
that  there  is  no  division  of  opinion.  As  regards 
the  navigation  of  the  Ohio,  I  am  sorry  to  perceive 
that  we  are  likely  to  encounter  more  difficulty 
from  collision  among  ourselves,  than  from  all 
other  sources  of  danger  put  together.  In  order  to 
meet  the  views  of  an  honorable  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Stewart,)  and,  also,  to  grat- 
ify several  gentlemen  from  O.'iio  and  Kentucky,  I 
consented  to  such  a  modification  of  the  original 
bill,  as  would  extend  the  contemplated  improve- 
ments to  Brownsville,  where  the  national  road 
crosses  the  Monongahela.  This,  however,  was 
not  acceptable  to  another  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, (Mr.  Buchanan,)  who  has  submitted  an 
amendment,  substantially  re^storing  the  provision 
of  the  original  bill,  with  the  exception  that  the 
mode  of  operation  is  left,  in  each  particular  case 
of  obstruction,  to  the  discretion  of  the  engineer. 
It  is  impossible  that  gentlemen  should  thiuk  pre- 
cisely alike.  In  such  cases,  it  is  the  duty  of  a  legis- 
lator to  concede  something,  in  deference  to  those 
whose  judgments  he  is  obliged  to  consult,  and 
whose  good  will  he  must  conciliate.  I  exhort  my 
worthy  friend  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Stewart,) 
the  firm  and  vigilant  sentinel  of  the  interests  of  his 
constituents,  with  whom  1  have  acted  with  so 
much  pleasure  on  former  occasions,  not  to  with- 
draw his  countenance  and  his  aid  from  this  meas- 
ure, because  he  cannot  get  it  fashioned,  in  all  re- 
spects, according  to  his  wishes.  It  is  of  para- 
mount importance  to  obtain  a  recognition  of  the 
principle  embraced  in  the  bill,  and  the  particular 
modification  of  it  is  comparatively  immaterial. 
For  the  sake  of  conciliating  the  opinions  of  all 
who  are  friendly  to  the  principle,  I  am  willing  to 
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yield  my  own  opinions  as  to  its  details;  and,  with 
this  riew,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  accept  the  amend- 
ment. In  the  mean  time,  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Stewart,)  and  all 
others  who  think  and  feel  wi'th  him,  may  assure 
themselves  that  when  the  great  scheme  of  inter- 
nal improvement  comes  to  be  matured,  the  re- 
moval of  every  obstacle  to  the  free  and  safe  navi- 
gation of  this  noble  river,  will  claim  and  receive 
the  early  and  special  attention  of  Congress. 

But  the  gentleman  (Mr.  Stewart)  objects  to 
the  amendment  because  it  requires  an  experiment 
to  be  made  upon  one  of  the  six  bars,  indicated  be- 
low the  falls  of  Ohio,  and  makes  the  improve- 
ment of  the  remainder  of  said  bars  dependent  upon 
the  success  of  that  experiment.  Now,  to  me, 
there  seems  to  be  no  just  grounds  of  objection 
upon  this  score.  A  similar  provision  is  to  be 
found  in  the  original  bill.  Upon  much  reflection, 
I  then  thought  such  a  provision  necessary,  and  I 
think  so  still.     Anxious  as  I  am,  sir,  for  the  im- 

Erovement  of  Western  navigation;  sensible,  as  I 
ave  long  been,  that  we  have  a  just  claim  to  an 
equal  share  of  the  benefits  resulting  from  the  ex- 

Eenditure  of  money  ;  and  happy  as  I  should  be  to 
asten  and  to  hail  the  day  when  the  great  system 
which  will  contribute  so  much  to  equalize  that 
expenditure,  is  put  fully  into  operation,  I  am  still 
more  anxious  that  the  Government  should  get  a 
good  bargain  for  every  dollar  that  is  expended  in 
the  West.  I  wish  for  no  lavish  or  unjustifiable 
appropriation  of  the  public  money.  My  sole  ob- 
ject is,  to  promote  such  lasting  and  valuable  im- 
provements as  will  benefit  the  whole  community  ; 
and,  when  we  draw  money  from  the  public  Treas- 
ury, to  be  sure  of  getting  a  fair  equivalent,  to  the 
objects  upon  which  it  is  expended. 

Having  thus  endeavored,  I  trust  not  in  vain,  to 
bring  the  friends  of  the  principle  together,  upon 
the  ground  of  mutual  concession,  I  will  direct 
your  attention,  for  a  moment,  to  the  vast  import- 
ance of  the  interior  communication  which  the 
bill  proposes  to  facilitate,  and  the  value  of  the 
commerce  of  which  it  is  the  channel.  Upon  this 
head,  it  will  be  sufficient  to  say  that  eight  of  the 
States,  together  with  all  western  Pennsylvania 
and  Virginia,  and  two  Territories,  have  scarcely 
another  vent  by  which  the  surplus  productions  of 
their  industry  can  be  conveyed  to  market. 

The  Government  has  done  much  for  the  pro- 
tection, I  might  almost  say,  for  the  creation,  of 
foreign  commerce.  What  are  the  principal  stipu- 
lations in  all  our  treaties  with  foreign  Powers? 
The  regulation  of  commerce.  Why  do  we  main- 
tain diplomatic  relations  with  the  nations  of  Eu- 
rope and  America,  at  an  annual  expense  exceed- 
ing 8100,000?  For  the  protection  of  foreign 
commerce.  Why  do  we  submit  to  pay  tribute  to 
the  piratical  States  of  Barbary  ?  For  the  protec- 
tion of  foreign  commerce.  For  the  same  purpose 
we  establish  lighthouses,  seawalls,  buoys,  and 
remove  all  obstructions  to  the  navigation  of  the 
bays,  harbors,  and  inlets,  which  commanicate 
with  the  ocean.  To  say  nothing  of  the  late  war 
which  was  commenced  for  commercial  aggres- 
sions, during  the  last  year  we  fitted  out  a  lormi- 
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dable  and  expensive  naval  armament  for  the  ex- 
tirpation of  the  pirates,  whose  wanton  depredations 
had  become  the  terror  and  the  scourge  of  our  com- 
mercial adventurers  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  We 
complain  not  of  this.  It  was  all  right.  It  is  the 
duty  of  the  nation  to  cherish,  by  every  means  ia 
its  power,  the  prosperity  of  this  great  interest. 
We  have  borne  our  share  of  the  burden  ;  we  have 
borne  it  cheerfully.  But,  whilst  so  much  has  been 
done,  and  is  still  doing,  for  the  benefit  of  the  sea- 
board, may  we  not  insist  that  it  is  high  time  to  do 
something  for  us?  Whilst  the  care  of  the  na- 
tion is  liberally  extended  to  every  other  interest, 
shall  the  farmer,  the  staff"  of  the  Government,  be 
comparatively  neglected  ?  We  now  put  it  to  the 
magnanimity  and  justice  of  our  Atlantic  brethren 
to  say  whether  they  will  not  protect  our  agricul- 
ture and  our  internal  commerce,  against  the  bars, 
the  sawyers,  the  planters,  the  snags,  those  station- 
ary pirates  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi? 

In  point  of  expense,  there  is  no  doubt  that  the 
heavy  losses  sustained  upon  those  rivers,  in  a  binglc 
jtear,  would  be  more  than  sufficient  to  defray  the 
whole  charges  of  the  proposed  improvements.  In 
the  report  upon  your  table,  the  average  estimate  of 
loss,  by  accidents,  in  each  year,  is  stated  to  be  from 
five  to  ten  per  cent.  From  five  to  twenty  per 
cent,  would  have  been  nearer  the  truth.  In  that 
report,  there  is  also  a  passing  allusion  to  a  most 
shocking  calamity — the  loss  of  the  steamboat  Ten- 
nessee ;  a  disaster  which  is  hardly  surpassed  in 
the  annals  of  shipwreck  I  I  do  not  mean  to  har- 
row up  your  feelings,  by  dwelling  upon  the  sad 
particulars  of  that  dreadful  scene  !  I  hope,  how- 
ever, that  the  recollection  of  the  ills  we  have  suf- 
fered will  beget  a  lively  attention  to  this  great 
concern  ;  and  that  we  shall  deserve  that  high  re- 
commendation— 

"  The  Congress  let  no  partial  favors  fall ; 
The  people's  servants,  they  protected  all." 

Mr.  BASSETTjof  Virginia,  denied  that  the  people 
of  the  Atlantic  States  derive  any  other  benefit 
from  foreign  commerce  than  such  as  the  people  of 
the  West  equally  participate  in.  To  both  of  them, 
commerce  furnished,  at  diminished  cost,  and  with 
increa.sed  facility,  articles  of  necessity  or  conveni- 
ence, (fcc.  The  lighthouses,  and  other  expendi- 
tures of  that  sort,  he  said,  were  not  for  the  benefit 
of  the  persons  living  near  them,  but  of  the  whole 
country,  and,  properly  considered,  the  people  of 
the  W^est  were  as  much  interested  in  them  as  the 
people  of  the  East.  Mr.  B.  decidedly  objected  to 
the  principles  of,  this  bill,  which  he  considered  to 
be  as  unconstitutional  as  if  the  Constitution  itself 
rose  up  against  it.  He  considered  it  directly  in 
the  teeth  of  the  Constitution,  and  was  therefore 
opposed  to  it  in  any  .nhape. 

Mr.  WicKLiFFE,  of  Kentucky,  replied  at  large 
to  Mr.  Bashe TT.  He  explained  the  nature  of  the 
obstructions  to  the  navigation  of  the  Western  riv- 
ers, and  theimportanceofremovinglhem,  if  prac- 
ticable. The  Mississippi  and  the  Ohio,  he  said, 
were  not  interior  but  boundary  rivers.  They 
washed  twelve  States  and  Territories,  and  formed 
the  only  channelof  communication  with  the  ocean. 
His  plan  for  executing  this  improvement,  he  said, 
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would  be,  firsl,  to  remove  the  snags  io  the  Missis- 
hippi,  because  the  improvement  in  the  navigation 
of  rivers  must  begin  at  the  mouth  of  :hem,  dec, 
and  thence  to  proceed  up  the  river. 

Mr.  Buchanan,  that  he  might  be  distinctly  un- 
derstood as  to  how  far  he  was  willing  to  go  on 
the  subject,  staled  the  comparative  merits  of  the 
bill,  and  the  amendment  now  under  consideration. 
Bjr  the  bill,  an  experiment  was  to  be  made  in  re- 
moving a  sand  bar ;  if  successful,  it  was  to  be  fol- 
lowed up  by  other  similar  operations  ;  if  not,  the 
attempt  was  to  be  abandoned.     The  amendment, 
however,  reported  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
was  as  icdetinite  in  its  terms  as  language  could 
make  it ;  it  pledged  the  Government  to  proceed  to 
remove  every  obstruction  to  navigation  from  the 
town  of  Brownsville  to  the  mouth  of  the  river 
Ohio,  and  down  the  Missis.sippi,  and  this  Hercu- 
lean work  was  proposed  by  an  amendment  to  the 
bill,  which  could  scarcely  be  undtrstood,  as  read 
from  theClerk's  table.     Mr.  B.  said  he  was  friendly 
to  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the  West- 
ern waters,  and  also  to  the  improvement  of  that 
of  the  Su>quehannah,  the  Hudson,  and  the  Con- 
necticut, and  he  was  willing  that  the  experiment 
should  be  made  in  the  Western  waters,  before  it 
is  made  in  the  Susquehannah,  though  he  by  no 
means  admitted  that  they  possessed  superior  claims. 
His  objection  was,  not  to  the  object  of  the   bill, 
but  to  the  indefinite  terms  of  the  amendment. 

Mr.   Stewart,  of  Pennsylvania,  having   been 
one  of  the  members  of  the  committee  which  re- 
ported   this    bill,  and   assisted    in    preparing    the 
amendment,  rose  to  explain  the  grounds  on  which 
it  was  presented  to  the  House.     He  adverted  to  the 
surveys  and  reports  which  had  been  made  by  the 
commissioners  appointed  for  that  purpose,  furnish- 
ing all   the   facts  of  the  actual  condition  of  the 
river,  and   recommending   the  very  measure  now 
proposed  for  improving  the  navigation.    The  losses 
sustained   at  present   by  those  who  navigate  the 
rivers  Ohio  and  Mississippi,  were  estimated  as  high 
as  from  hve  to  ten  per  cent,  on  the  amount ;  an'd, 
when  It  was  recollected  that  the  commerce  with 
Pittsburg  alone  amounted  to  a  million  and  a  half 
of  dollars,  the  amount  of  the  annual  loss  would 
be  enormous,  and  to  justify  a  much  larger  expen- 
diture than  IS  now  proposed.     He  compared  this 
expenditure  with  those  for  improving  and  protect- 
ing other  bays  and  rivers,  affecting  but  one  or  two 
Slates,  whereas  eleven   States   bounded    on    this 
river;   and  asked  with  what   conscience  gentle- 
men on  the  Atlantic  could  ask  this  House  for  a 
hundred  thousand  dollars  a  year  for  its  lighthouse 
establishment,  and  refuse  the  people  of  the  West 
for  their  navigation,  this  pittance  of  §75.000.       ' 
Mr   Brent,  of  Louisiana,  had  no  objection  to 
the  object  of  this  bill,  but  considered  the  amend- 
ment, as  it  now  stands,  embracing  as  well  all  the 
tributary  streams  as  the  main  streams  of  the  Ohio 
and  MisMssippi,  as  too  comprehensive;  and  moved 
an  amendment,  the  object  of  which  was  to  con- 
fane  It  to  the  latter. 

Mr.  Sharps  made  some  additional  remarks  on 
the  subject,  the  general  import  of  which  was,  that 
be  thought  the  appropriation  now  to  be  made 


ought  to  be  confined  to  the  purposes  of  an  experi- 
ment. 

Mr.  MERCER,of  Virginia,  delivered  those  viewt 
of  this  subject  which  his  personal  knowledge  and 
investigations  suggested.  Any  attempt  to  extend 
the  improvements  of  navigation  to  the  streams 
tributary  to  the  Ohio,  would,  he  believed,  be  en- 
tirely inconsistent  with  any  reasonable  limit  to 
the  expenditure  on  this  object;  for,  he  believed, 
nothing  short  of  a  canal  the  whole  way  from 
I  Brownsville  to  Pittsburg  could  effect  a  navigation 
of  that  distance.  He  was  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Brent,  with  a  farther  amendment, 
that  the  expenditure  should  commence  from  the 
mouth  of  the  Mississippi.  At  some  future  day, 
he  hoped  to  see  a  general  system  adopted  for  the 
purposes  of  internal  improvement,  founded  on  the 
very  local  feelings  which  opposed  any  improve- 
ment of  a  particular  point,  by  embracing  all  ob- 
jects of  this  description  calling  for  the  national 
interposition.  Mr.  M.,  in  conclusion,  exposed  the 
error  o(  those  who  attribute  to  the  seaports  the 
payment  of  the  imports,  which  are  not  paid  br 
them,  but  by  the  consumer,  in  the  West  as  well 
as  the  East— and  the  error,  on  the  other  hand,  of 
supposing  that  expenditures  for  improving  navi- 
gation profited  only  those  who  lived  near  the  seat 
of  it,  &c. 

Mr.  LivERMORE  said,  he  verily  believed,  if  the 
simple  question  were  presented  to  appropriate 
money  to  improve  the  navigation  of  the  Western 
rivers,  nine  tenths  of  the  House  would  be  in  favor 
of  it.  The  bill  was  embarrassed  by  its  details, 
and,  if  it  was  lost,  would  fail  by  them.  These  de- 
tails were  unnecessary,  and  he  wished  they  might 
be  excluded  by  some  amendment. 

Mr.  Conway,  Delegate  from  Arkansas,  proposed 
an  amendment  to  the  bill,  the  object  of  which 
was  to  give  the  President  a  general  power  to  apply 
$>75,000  to  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of 
the  Mississippi,  Ohio,  and  the  Missouri,  as  high 
up  as  Franklin. 

Mr.  Buchanan  said,  that  every  amendment  of- 
fered to  the  bill,  proved  that  a  ffeneral  amendment 
was  necessary,  embracing  the  object  of  making 
an  experiment  to  improve  the  navigation  of  the 
Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers,  which  a  decided  ma- 
jority of  the  House  would  be  in  favor  of.  To 
allow  of  its  being  properly  prepared,  he  moved  to 
lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 

Which  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  accordingly. 

After  relusing  two  successive  motions  to  inter- 
rupt the  regular  progress  of  the  assigned  orders  of 
the  day — 

The  bill  to  confer  certain  powers  on  the  Lerr 

Courtof  the  county  ofAlexandria.  passed  through 
a  Commiii^ee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.LATHRop  m  the 
'-hair,;  and  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading.  ^ 


WABASH  AND  MIAMI  CANAL. 
The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Rosa  m  the  Chair,)  on 
the  bill  to  authorize  the  Slate  of  Indiana  to  open 
a  canal  through  the  public  lands,  to  connect  the 
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navigation  of  the  rivers  Wabash  and  the  Miami 
of  the  Lake. 

Mr.  Call,  Delegate  from  Florida,  moved  to 
amend  the  bill  by  striking  out  the  words  "  ninety 
feet,  proposed  by  the  bill  to  be  given  for  the  loca- 
tion of  the  canal,  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  a  pro- 
vision for  giving  the  squareof  a  mile  oneach»ide 
for  the  whole  length  of  the  canal. 

In  .support  of  this  motion,  Mr.  Call  delivered 
a  .vpeech  of  some  length,  which   he  commenced 
by   replying  to  an  anticipated   objection  on  the 
score  of  precedent,  by  saying  that  a  grant  of  land 
for  a  road  was  in  principle  the  same  as  a  grant  for 
a  canal,  and  a  ^rant  similar  to  this,  for  a  road 
through  a  part  ol  the  State  of  Ohio  towards  De- 
troit, had  been  lately  made.     He  then  turned  his 
attention  to  the  importance  of  the  canal  proposed 
to  be  made,  which,  he  said,  would  open  a  com- 
munication which  would  connect  New  Orleans 
with  the  Western  Lakes,  to  the  great  facilitation 
of  military  operations  for  the  purposes  of  defence 
dc,  not  to  speak  of  the  facilitation  of  commerce. 
But   this  channel,  however  imj)ortant,  it  would 
not  be  possible  to  open,  for  a  long  time  at  least 
without  the  aid  of  a  erant  of  the  public  lands,  &c. 
Mr   Rankin,  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Public  Lands,  stated  the  views  of  the  commit- 
tee on   the  subject.     They  duly  appreciated   the 
importance  ol  such  a  canal,  believing  it  to  be  the 
best  point  for  the  connexion  of  these  waters   but 
were  restrained,  by  principles  on  which  they  had 
always  acted,  from  going  beyond  the  space  neces- 
sary  for  a  canal,  and  for  assisting  the  collection 
of  tolls  thereon.     If  Congress  intended  to  give  a 
grant  to  this  canal,  or  any  other  road  or  canal,  it 
was  much  preferable  that  the  grant  should  be  in 
money,  rather  than  in  land.     The  road  which  has 
been  .spoken  of,  was  claimed  as  a  right,  accruing 
under  the  treaty  of  Brownsiown,  and  could  not 
be   considerered   as  a  precedent  for  this  measure. 
With  regard  to  the  expediency  of  granting  aid  to 
this  mea.sure,  Mr.  R.  said,  if  it  should  be  included 
in  a  general  system  of  internal  improvement,  he 
should  be  m  favor  of  if,  but  was  opposed  toaciiu'' 
upon  It  in  the  manner  now  proposed.  * 

Mr.  McLean,  of  Ohio,  made  a  few  remarks, 
expressive  of  the  deep  interest  he  felt  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  of  his  conviction  that  the  benefit  to  ac- 
crue from  It  to  the  United  States,  would  doubly 
repay  the  whole  expense  of  making  the  canal. 

Mr.  Test,  of  Indiana,  explained  the  geograph- 
ical character  of  the  country  through  which  the 
canal  is  to  run.  It  was  a  measure  so  perfectly 
practicable,  that  he  btlicved  the  deepest  part  of 
the  canal  from  the  surface,  supposing  the  canal  to 
be  a  dead  level,  would  not  be  more  than  twenty- 
five  feet.  Its  length  would  be  only  from  fifteen 
to  twenty  miles.  The  country  on  both  sides  of 
the  route  was  extremely  rich,  as  rich,  indeed,  as 
It  possibly  could  be,  and  capable  of  producino-  a 
vast  amount  of  agricultural  products.  On  "the 
importance  of  this  work  to  that  country,  and  to 
the  United  Stales  generally,  he  dwelt  at  some 
length,  and  then  replied  to  the  objeclions  made 
by  Mr.  Rankin,  on  the  ground  of  the  obligations 
of  the  compact  wiih  Virginia,  and   5bowed  by 


conaputaiion  that  the  proposed  appropriation  of 
land  would  advance  the  value  of  the  public  lands 
to  a  much  greater  amount  than  that  of  the  pro- 
posed appropriation. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tract,  of  New  York,  the 
Committee  then  rose,  reported  progress,  and  ob- 
tained leave  to  sit  again. 


Monday,  May  10. 

Mr.  Cai.l  presented  sundry  documents  fn  rela- 
1100  to  a  claim  of  Mo^es  Elias  Levy,  to  a  tract  of 
land  in  the  Territory  of  Florida Referred 

Mr.  Plcmer,  of  New  Hampshire,  presented  a 
rnemonal  of  the  Judges  of  the  Fourth  Circuit  of 
the  United  States,  in  the  district  of  Maryland, 
and  ol  the  members  of  the  bar  of  the  said  court 
praymg  for  an  alteration  of  the  times  fixed  for 
holding  court ;  which  memorial  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  McKean  presented  a  memorial  of  sundry 
citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  praying  for  an  exten- 
sion of  the  system  of  granting  pensions  for  Revo- 
lutionary services ;  which  memorial  was  laid  upon 
the  table.  '^ 

Mr.  Webster,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
fc»enate,  entitled  ''An  act  in  addition  to  the  acts 
r.?lative  to  the  election  of  a  President  and  Vice 
Prwident  of  the  United  States."  reported  the 
same  without  amendment ;  and  it  was  committed 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union. 

Mr.    Whittlesey,    from    the   Committee  of 
Claim.s   made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Stephen 
Jenks  &  Sons,  accompanied   by  a  bill  for  their 
rehef ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  J.  T.  Johnson  moved  to  consider  the  reso- 
lution of  the  joint  committee,  fixing  a  day  for  the 
adjournment  of  this  House.  The  motion  was 
negatived— ayes  80,  noes  85. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "to  confer  certain 
powers  on  the  Levy  Court  of  the  county  of  Alex- 
andria, in  the  District  of  Columbia,"  was  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  "to  authorize  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  enter  into  certain  negotiation! 
relative  to  lands  located  under  Virginia  military 
land  warrants  lymg  between  Ludlow's  and 
Roberts's  lines,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,"  was  read 
a  "'Td  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate." 

Mr.  Beecher,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads 
aiid  Canals,  reported  on  the  petition  of  Moses 
Shepherd.  After  some  objeclions  and  inquiries 
Irom  Mr.  Cocke,  the  report  was  laid  on  the 
table. 


NAVIGATION  OF  WESTERN  RIVERS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bochanan,  of  Pennsylvania, 
the  House  took  up  the  bill  ^' for  the  improvement 
ol  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers." 

Mr.  BccHANAN  offered,  as  an  amendment  to  the 
bill,  the  following: 

"That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be,  and 
he  is  hereby,  authoriied  to  cause  the  navigation  of  tho 
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Ohin  river  to  be  improred  over  thi",  following^  aand  bars, 
or  either  o(  theui,  at  hit  discretion,  to  wit :  the  sand 
bar  wbicb  crosses  said  river  one  mile  and  a  quarter 
below  Flint  island ;  the  sand  bar  two  miles  above 
Frenrh  island  ;  the  bar  just  below  Henderson  ;  the 
.bar  below  Straight  island;  the  bar  below  Willow  is- 
land, in  the  Mississippi  bend ;  and  the  bar  opposite 
to  Lower  Southerland,  below  Cumberland  island ;  and, 
for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  and  directing  the  best 
method  of  carrying  the  provisions  of  this  act  into  ef- 
fect, he  may  employ  any  of  the  engineers  in  the  public 
service  which  be  may  deem  proper:  Provided,  never- 
tkeUi*,  That  an  experiment  shall  first  be  made  up- 
on one  of  the  sand  bars,  and  if,  in  his  judgment,  it 
shall  be  successful,  then,  and  not  otherwise,  be  is 
hereby  authorized  to  cause  experiments  to  be  made 
upon  the  remaining  bars." 

Mr.  Stewaht,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  opposed 
to  this  arupndment  uf  the  bill,  a:>  being  calculated 
to  embarrass  it,  and,  in  effect,  to  deteat  it.  He 
objected  especially  to  the  proviso,  which  requires 
a  previous  experiment  before  the  appropriation  is 
to  be  applied.  The  obstacles  in  the  Western 
rivers  are,  he  said,  so  various  in  their  kind,  that 
an  experiment  on  one  could  not  apply  to  the  rest  of 
them — and  the  President  must  depend  on  the 
opinions  of  others  as  to  the  success  of  the  experi- 
ment when  made,  &,c.  He  preferred  direct  legis- 
lation on  the  subject  to  any  contingent  provision. 
Mr.  S.  went  on  at  considerable  length  to  show  the 
propriety  of  the  amendment  adopted  in  Commit- 
tee, making  Brown5ville  the  point  of  commence- 
ment where  the  proposed  improvement  met  the 
national  road,  and  rendered  complete  and  entire 
the  chain  of  communication  between  the  East 
and  West,  dec,  slating  a  variety  of  facts  to  show 
the  great  advantages  to  the  West  which  would 
result  from  this  measure. 

Mr.  Henry,  of  Kentucky,  replied,  and  advo- 
cated the  amendment,  on  the  ground  that  it  was 
of  paramount  importance  to  obtain  a  recognition 
of  the  principle  embraced  in  the  bill,  and  that 
the  particular  modification  of  it  was  not  of  so 
great  importance.  For  the  sake  of  conciliating 
the  opinions  of  all  who  were  friendly  to  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  bill,  he  was  willing  to  yield  his  own 
opinion  as  to  the  details  of  it;  and,  with  that 
Tiew,  he  was  in  favor  of  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Mallary,  of  Vermont,  moved  to  amend 
the  proposed  amendment  so  as  to  cause  ttco  ex- 
periments to  be  made  instead  of  one,  dec. 

Mr.  BccHANAN  rejoined — expressed  his  regret 
that  the  debate  should  be  renewed — the  commit- 
tee's report  was  confined  to  certain  bars  in  the 
river  which  were  not  of  different  kinds,  but  of 
one  kind  ;  and  all  he  wished  was,  that  a  trial 
should  be  made  on  one  of  these  before  money 
should  be  expended  on  the  rest. 

Mr.  Trimble  advocated  the  amendment.  He 
was  in  favor  of  an  experiment,  and  thought  it 
ought  first  to  be  attempted  on  the  lower  part  of 
the  river. 

Mr.  McArthur  was  indifferent  whether  one 
or  two  experiments  were  made  in  the  Mississippi, 
but  advocated  the  propriety  of  exiendin-'  the  ex- 
periment to  the  Ohio  river  also,  the  obs'tructions 


*  in  which  were  quite  as  dangerous  to  property  as 
those  in  the  Missi.ssippi. 

Mr.  Stewart  suggested  to  Mr.  Mallary  to 
modify  his  motion  so  as  to  require  two  "or  more" 
experiments. 

Mr.  Mallary  did  not  accept  of  the  suggestion. 

Mr.  Kre.mer  advocated  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Buchanan.  He  had  had  some  experiments  in 
attempts  to  remove  sand  bars  in  the  Susquehan- 
nah,  the  result  of  which  had  been  very  unfavora- 
ble. He  therefore  wished  an  experiment  made 
on  one  of  those  in  the  Ohio. 

Mr.  HoGEBOOM,  of  New  York  took  similar 
ground,  and  stated  the  difl^culties  which  had  been 
experienced  in  the  Hudson,  where  va.«il  >ums  had 
been  thrown  away  in  attempts  to  remove  sand 
bars,  without  any  permanent  benefit  frooa  the 
expenditure. 

Mr.  Poinsett,  of  South  Carolina,  suggested 
that  there  was  a  great  difference  between  remov- 
ing obstructions  from  sand  in  tide  rivers  and 
those  where  the  stream  always  ran  one  way.  In 
the  former  class  of  streams,  the  removal  of  one 
sand  bar  was  succeeded  by  the  formation  of 
others;  but,  in  streams  like  the  Mis^issippi  and 
the  upper  part  of  the  Ohio,  where  the  water  al- 
ways ran  in  one  direction,  the  case  was  very 
different. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Mallary,  proposing 
two  experiments,  was  agreed  to — ayes  77,  noes  71. 

Mr.  Buchanan's  amendment,  as  thus  amended, 
was  then  put,  and  carried. 

The  ."'cveral  other  amendments,  reported  by  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  were  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  McArthdr  then  offered  an  amendment  in 
the  fourth  section,  to  make  its  commencement 
read  as  follows;  ''And  for  the  purpose  of  im- 
'  proving  the  navigation  of  the  Mis^^issippi  river, 
'  from  the  mouth  of  the  Missouri  to  New  Orleans, 
'  and  of  the  Ohio  river,  from  Pittsburg  to  its  junc- 
'  tion  with  the  Mississippi,"  so  as  to  include  the 
Ohio  river  in  the  experiment. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill,  as 
amended,  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading  to-morrow. 

CLAIM  or  BEAUMARCHAI3. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tucker,  of  Virginia,  the 
House  agreed  to  take  up  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  the  claim  of  Beaumarchais.  The  mo- 
lion  was  carried — ayes  81,  noes  54. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
Mr.  Campbell  of  Ohio  in  the  Chair,  on  that 
report. 

Mr.  Tucker,  of  Virginia,  addressed  the  Chair 
as  follows: 

Mr.  Chairman:  It  is  well  known  to  most  of 
the  Committee  that  Mr.  Beaumarchais,  in  the  first 
years  of  the  Revolution,  furnished  clothing  and 
military  supplies  to  the  United  States  to  the 
amount  of  several  millions  of  livres  ;  that  his  ac- 
count has  been  finally  settled  at  the  Treasury,  and 
the  whole  amount  paid,  except  one  million  of 
livres,  which  the  accounting  officers  of  that  De- 
partment contend  he  received  from  his  own  Gov- 
ernment, and  was  one  of  the  nine  millions  which 


Claim  of  Beamnarchais. 


H.  or  R. 


Louis  XVI.  gratuitously  ga  ve  to  the  United  States. 
It  IS  admitted  by  the  claimants  that  he  did  re- 
ceive a  million   in  behalf  of  the  United  States 
but  they  say,  and  the  agents  of  the  French  Gov- 
ernment say,  that  it  was  given  him  to  be  expended 
in  secret  service  money,  and  that  he  has  satisfac- 
torily accounted  for  the  disbursement  of  it  to  his 
Government,  to  whom  alone  he  was  accountable 
From  this  decision  of  the  Treasury  Department 
an  appeal  is  made  to  Congress.  ' 

Hitherto,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  merits  of  this 
claim  have  hinged  upon  the  fact  whether  the  mil- 
lion in  question  was  received  by  Mr.  Beaumar- 
chais, for  the  purchase  of  supplies,  or  not  ;  and,  as 
the  arguments  adduced  on  either  side  of  the  ques- 
tion are,  in  the  absence  of  the  highest  evidence 
derived  from  a  great  mass  of  circumstantial  tes- 
timony, and  are  comprehended  in  long  and  nu- 
merous documents,  I  will  beg  leave  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Committee  to  the  most  important 
facts.  Such  a  review  will  give  the  necessary 
information  to  those  who  have  not  found  time 
to  read  the  report,  and  refresh  the  memories  of 
those  who  have. 

Early  in  the  year  1776,  Mr.  Beaumarchais  call- 
ed on  Mr.  Arthur  Lee,  then  an  agent  of  the  Uni- 
ted btates,  in  London,  and  informed  him  that  the 
French  Government  were  willing  to  furnish  the 
United    States   with   supplies   to   the  amount  of 
two  hundred    thousand  louis  d'or,  which   he  pro- 
posed to  transmit   through  the  French  West   In- 
dies, under  color  of  a   commercial   transaction 
Mr.   Beaumarchais  soon  afterwards  returned  to 
Pans,  and  there  made  a  more  >pecial  and  formal 
arrangement  with  Mr.  Silas  Deane,  also  an  a<Tent 
of  the  United  States,  for  the  transmission  of  these 
supplies;  and  to  give  it  the  appearance  of  a  com- 
mercial adventure,  and  conceal  it  from  the  Brit- 
ish Government,  it   was   further  agreed  that   to- 
bacco, and  other  American  products,  should   be 
remitted  to  Mr.  Beaumarchais. 

In  pursuance  of  this  arrangement,  eight  cargoes 
of  military  stores,  clothing,  and  other  merchan- 
dise, were  shipped,  by  Mr.  Beaumarchais,  to  the 
United  Slates,  in  the  years  1777  and   1778— and 
during  the  same  time,  France  furnished  the  Amer- 
ican CommisMoners,  who  were,  at  that  time,  Dr 
Franklin,  Mr.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Deane,  with  two  mil- 
lions of  livres  in  cash,  and   they  obtained  a  third 
from  the  Farmers  General.     During  the  shipment 
of  these  supplies,  there  seemed  to  have  been  great 
uncertainty,  on   the  part  of  the  Commissioners, 
about  the  source  from  whence  they  were  derived 
Mr.  Lee,  judging  from  what  had  parsed  between 
him  and  Mr.  Beaumarchais,  and  from  the  subse- 
quent assurances  of  the  French   Minister,  always 
insisted  that  they  were  derived  principally  from 
the  King— while  Mr.  Deane  seemed  to  think  that 
we  were  indebted  for  them  solely  to  Mr.   Beau- 
marchais.    On  a  comparison,   however,  of  their 
several   letters,  it   is   imposMble   to  reconcile   the 
statements  of  the  different   Commissioners   with 
one  another,  or  those  of  the  same  gentlemen  at 
different  times.  ' 

In  the  year  1778,  Mr.  D.^ne  was  recalled,  and 
Mr.  Adams,  late  President  of  the  United  States 
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was  sent   to  supply  his  p'.ace.     In  September  of 
that  yaar,  the  three  Commissioners  wrote  to  the 
Count  de  Vergennes,  then   Premier  of  France, 
stated  their  doubus  about  the  source  of  the.«e  sup- 
plies, and  requested  to  know  of  him  what  part  of 
them  had  been  furnished  by  Beaumarchais,  and 
what  part  by  the  King—that  both   they  and  the 
people  of  the  United  States  had  always  believed 
the  greater  part  of  the  supplies  had  been  furnished 
by  His  Majesty,  and  that  they  would  discharge 
the  obligation  as  soon  as  Providence  should  put 
It  in   their  power.     To  this  application  Mr.  de 
Vergennes  answers,  that  the  King  had  furnished 
nothing— that  he  had  permitted  Mr.  Beaumar- 
chais  to   furnish   himself  from   his  arsenals,   on 
condition  of  replacing  the  articles,  and  that  he 
would,  as  to  these  articles,  interpose  to  prevent 
the  United  States  from   being  pressed  for  imme- 
diate payment.     This  correspondence  was  trans- 
mitted to  America,  and  in  the  following  year,  Con- 
gress directed  their  President,  Mr.  Jay,  to  write  to 
Mr.  Beaumarchais,  acknowledging  the  debt  and 
promising  payment.     From  that  day  to  this,  he 
has  stood    upon   the   books  of  the   Treasury  as  a 
creditor  for  the  whole  amount  of  these  supplies, 
and  payments  were  made  him  from  time  to  time! 
Besides  the  remittances  in  tobacco,  and  other  do- 
mestic products,  equal  to  about  10  per  cent,  of  the 
value  oHhe  supplies,  bills  were  drawn  in  his  faror, 
on  our  Commissioners  in  France,  for  between  two 
and  three  millions  of  livres,  payable  in  one  two 
and  three  years.  '         ' 

In  the  year  1782,  Mr.  Deane  returned  to  France 
and  made  a  settlement  with  Mr.  Beaumarchais' 
by  which  the  balance  due  to  him  was  about  nine 
hundred  thousand  dollars.     This  settlement,  how- 
ever, was  not  ratified  by  Congress,  because  it  was 
said  Mr.  Deane  had  no  authority  to  make  one- 
and  because,  I  presume,  Congress  did  not  approve 
It.     But  in  1784,  Mr.  Barclay,  who  was  appoint- 
ed our  Consul  General  to  France,  was  vested  with 
authority  to  make  a  settlement  with  Mr.  Beau- 
marchais subject  to  the  ratification  of  Congress. 
He  accordingly  made  one,  differing  not  roaterialJf 
from  the  settlement  since  made  at  the  Treasury 
but  It  did  not  receive  the  confirmation  of  Con- 
gress,    Probably  this  settlement  would  have  been 
ratified,  if  a  circumstance  had  not  come  to  light 
which  IS  a  curious  one,  as  well  in  the  history  of 
diplomacy,  as  in  the  life  of  that  distinguished 
rnan.  Dr.  Franklin.      In  the  year  1786,  on  a  set- 
tlement of  the  account  of  Mr.  Graud,  our  banker 
in  Paris,  it  was  discovered  that  he  had  given  credit 
but  for  eight  millions  received  from  the  French 
Government  by  way  of  gratuity,  instead  of  nine, 
which   in  a  treaty  dated  three  years  before.  Dr. 
Franklin    had   acknowledged    to   have    received. 
Dr.  Franklin,  on  being  informed  of  the  variance! 
applied  to  Mr.  Grand  for  an  explanation,  who,  in 
turn,  applied  to  the  Count  de  Vergennes,  but  he 
refused  to  state  to  whom  the  million  in  question 
wa;s  paid  ;   and  that,  as  it  was  paid  out  of  the 
Royal  Treasury  on  the  lOih  June,  1776,  (which 
was  before  Dr.  Franklin  arrived  in  France,  and 
before  Mr.  Grand  became  the  American  banker,) 
a  copy  of  the  receipt  for  this  million  could  not  be 
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Dece^sary  for  ihcir  exoneration.  Ii  was  ihen  con- 1  ceived  the  million,  of  June,  1776,  for  the  purchase 
lectured  by  Dr.  Franklin  that  Mr.  Beauniarchai«  '  of  supplies,  or  not,  (the  point  on  which  the  cona- 
had  received  this  million.  In  17S8,  a  commiitee  mittee  chiefly  differed,)  there  is  much  circumsian- 
of  three  members  of  Congress  (of  which  Mr.  Ar-  iial  evidence  on  both  sides.  The  following  facts 
thur  Lee  was  the  chairman)  l»ad  the  subject  of  are  unfavorable  to  the  supposition  that  the  sup- 
Mr.  Beaumarchais'  accounti>  referred  to  ihera  for  plies  were  purchased  from  his  own  funds:  The 
settlt-ment;  and,  in  their  report,  by  not  allowing  mediocrity  of  his  fortune;  many  of  the  articles 
many  of  his  claims  for  commission,  insurance,'  furnished  were  drawn  from  the  King's  arsenals ; 
and  other  charges,  and  charging  him  with  some  i  the  repeated  declarations  of  the  French  Minister 
supposed  losses, — they  made  him  a  debtor  to  the  !  to  our  Commissioners;  the  letter  of  the  Minister 
United  Slates  to  a  large  amount.  |  to  the  King,  in  May,  1776,  in  which  he  sneaks  of 

After  the  adoption  of  the  new  Constitution,  Mr.  i  advancing  a  hiillion  for  the  use  of  "  the  colonies ;" 
Beaumarchais,  complaining  of  the  injustice  that  the  letter  from  the  King  of  France  to  the  King  of 
bad  been  done  him,  renewed  his  application  to  ^  Spain,  in  which  he  says  he  has  furnished  money 
the  Government ;  and,  in  1793,  a  settlement  of  his  |  aod  other  succors,  ostensibly  on  the  score  of  trade  ; 
accounts  was  made  by  the  Auditor,  under  the  !  and,  lastly,  the  letter  of  Mr.  Beaumarchais  him- 
superintendenceof  Mr.  Hamilton,  on  more  liberal,  i  self,  of  December.  1776,  wherein  he  states  his  ad- 
and  it  appears  to  me  more  correct  principles,  by  .  vances  to  have  been  about  one  million  of  lirres. 
which  a  balance  was  found  due  to  him  of  upwards  I  But,  on  the  other  hand,  there  is  the  solemn 
of  two  millions  of  livres.  But  the  report  recoin- '  declaration  of  Mr.  De  Vergennes  that  the  King 
mends  that  payment  should  be  suspended  until  liad  furnished  nothing.  He  certainly  was  not 
some  further  explanation  should  be  given  of  the  |  warranted  in  saying  the  King  had  furnished  no 
"lost  million,"  as  it  was  often  called.  But,  in  the  !  supplies,  if  he  had  furnished  money  to  purchase 
following  year,  Mr.  Gouverneur  Morris,  as  Minis- 1  supplies.  But,  again  :  there  can  be  no  doubt  but 
ter  from  this  country  to  France,  applied  to  the  i  Mr.  Beaumarchais  must  have  been  held  accounla- 
Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs  for  information  rela-  j  ble  to  his  Government  for  this  million,  for  what- 
ti?e  to  the  million  that  remained  unaccounted  for,  '  ever  purpose  it  was  put  into  his  hands.  But  if  it 
and,  by  a  well-timed  complimeni,  succeeded  in  I  was  intended  as  douceurs  for  persons  about  the 
obtaining  the  receipt  for  this  million  advanced  in  ',  Court,  or  to  procure  intelligence,  or  to  bribe  for- 
June,  1776,  by  which  it  appeared  to  have  been  j  eign  agents,  or  for  any  of  those  purposes  for  which 
paid  to  Mr.  Beaumarchais.  I  secret  service   money  is   usually  employed,  it   is 

In  the  following  year,  Mr.  Beaumarchais  wrote  {  said,  and  it  si-ems  not  improbable,  that  the  vouchers 
along  and  eloquent  memorial  on  the  subject  of'  in  such  cases  are  destroyed.  The  evidences  of 
bis  claim,  in  which  he  insisted  that  he  had  ren-  j  such  details  they  might  wish  to  withhold,  not 
dered  an  account  to  his  own  Government  of  the    only  from   the  world,  but  from   their  successors. 


money  he  had  received  from  it.     But  the  coinci- 


Bul   there   could    be    no   reason    to   destroy    the 


dence  of  sums  and  dates  furnished  such  strong  j  vouchers,  if  they  related  merely  to  the  purchase 
circumstantial  evidence  against  him,  that  he  was  of  supplies.  The  absence,  then,  of  all  vouchers 
held  chargeable  at  the  Treasury  for  the  million    of  the  particulars  of  disbursement  affords  some 


he  had  received  in  June,  1776.  After  his  death, 
(which  took  place  about  1799,)  the  claim  was 
renewed,  in  behalf  of  his  representatives,  in  1802, 
by  Mr.  Petion,  the  Charge  d'Affaires  frorn  France ; 
and  in  1S05  by  Mr.  Turreau,  the  Minister  Pleni 


evidence  that  the   money  was  expended  for  one 
purpose  and  not  for  the  other. 

On  weighing  this  conflicting  evidence,  I  am 
free  to  admit,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  there  is  a  pre- 
ponderance of  testimony  that  Mr.  Beaumarchais 


potentiary,  who  then  stated,  for  the  first  time,  that,  i  received  the  million  in  dispute,  for  the  purchase  of 
on  an  examination  of  the  archives  of  bis  Grov- 1  supplies;  and,  if  France  had  been  passive  on  the 
ernment,  it  had  been  discovered  that  the  million  '  occasion,  or,  if  we  had  paid  any  valuable  consid- 
received  by  Mr.  Beaumarchais  in  June,  1776,  had  ,  eration  to  her  for  this  million,  I  should  think  we 
been  paid  him  for  a  secret  political  service.  On  were  justified  in  charging  Mr.  Beaumarchais  with 
the  last  application,  the  subject  was  referred  to  a  |  that  amount.  But,  when  it  is  recollected  that  we 
committee  of  this  House,  who,  after  charging  Mr.  !  received  these  supplies  immediately  from  Mr. 
Beaumarchais  with  the  million  in  question,  re- !  Beaumarchais,  have  settled  the  account  upon  our 
ported  a  balance  of  about  forty-one  thousand  dol-  j  own  terms,  that  the  million  which  we  claim  as  a 
lars,  which  was  paid  him,  with  interest.     In  the  I  credit  was  paid,  not  by  us,  but   by  France,  as  an 


iucceeding  year,  Mr.  Turreau  again  pressed  the 
claim  on  the  notice  of  the  Government,  and  stated 
that  the  million  had  been  paid  for  a  i^ecret  polit- 
ical service,  but  not  for  the  purchase  of  supplies. 
The  subject  was  not  then  acted  on  by  the  House. 
Since  that  time  it  has  been  repeatedly  brought 


act  of  bounty,  and  that  the  French  Government 
insists  that  this  bounty  was  used  for  another  pur- 
pose— when  these  things  are  recollected,  it  does 
seem  to  me,  that  we  are  precluded  from  entering 
into  a  contest  with  France  on  this  subject;  or,  in 
other  words,  that  we  cannot,  consistently  with 


before  Congress,  and  from  first  to  last  the  memo- 1  our  honor  or  self-respecl,  pay  off'  an   undisputed 
rial  of  the  present  claimants  has  been  referred  to  '  debt,  with  a  doubtful  and  disputed  gift.     On  this 


six  different  committees,  exclusive  of  that  of  the 
present  year — three  of  whom  reported  in  favor  of 
the  claim,  and  three  against  it. 
Oo  the  question  whether  Mr.  Beaumarchais  re- 


occasion,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  cannot  recognise  one 
rule  of  morality  for  the  nation,  and  another  for 
individuals.  I  would  pursue  the  same  course  in 
public  as  in  private  lite;  and,  a«  an  individual,  I 
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never  could  seek  to  give  the  bounty  of  a  benefac- 
tor a  direction  which  he  objected  to,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  a  discount  to  the  acknowledged 
debt  of  a  third  person.  Sir,  in  this  case,  France 
is  right,  or  she  is  not.  If  she  is  right,  that  the 
million  was  furni>hed  to  Beaumarchais  for  secret 
service  money,  then  we  have  no  pretext  for  refus- 
ing to  pay  him  the  balance  of  his  account;  but, 
if  she  is  wrong,  then  the  error  consists  in  claiming 
our  gratitude  for  nine  millions  when  she  has  given 
us  but  eight,  which  can  in  no  manner  affect  the 
account  of  Beaumarchais. 

The  whole  of  the  present  difficulty  has  grown 
out  of  the  mistake  of  Dr.  Franklin,  in  the  treaty 
of  February,  17S3.     When  he  signed  that  treaty, 
suppose  he  had  been  aware  that  but  eight  millions 
of  livres  had  actually  been  received,  and  that  he 
had  said  to  the  Count  de  Vergennes.  "  You  call 
on  me  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  nine  millions, 
as  the  gift  of  your  Government,  while  I  know  only 
of  eight;  show   me  how   the  other   million   was 
used  for  our  benefit,  and  I  will  freely  acknowledge 
that  too  ;"  if,  in  answer  to  this,  the  Count  de  Ver- 
gennes had   said,  what   his  successors  have  said, 
that  the  million  was  used  for  a   "secret   political 
service,"  can   it    be    believed  that    Dr.  Franklin 
would  have  hesitated  to  receive  the  assurance,  and 
to  sign  the  treaty  which  he  actually  did  sign  ?    If 
he  would  not,  there  would   have  been  no  ground 
for  the  present  dispute.     But,  let  us  suppose  that 
he  would  not  have  been  content  with  the  simple 
assurance  of  the  French  xVIinister,  then  eilher  that 
Minister  must  harve  given   him   satisfactory  evi- 
dence concerning  the  disposition   of  the  doubtful 
million,  or  he   would   have  acknowledged    only 
eight  millions,  in  either  of  which  cases  Mr.  Beau- 
marchais's  claim  is  indisputable.     Assuredly,    if 
our  agent  had  signed  a  treaty  under  a  mistake,  as 
he  himself  states,  that  mistake  should  be  rectified 
with  the  French  Government,  which  should  either 
give  us  a   satisfactory  explanation,   or   hold    us 
bound  in  gratitude  but  for  eight  millions,  neither 
of  which  can  affect  the  claim  of  Beaumarchais. 

Mr.  Chairman,  we  ought  to  be  consistent  with 
ourselves,  with  regard   to   the  declarations  of  the 
French  Government.     When   Monsieur  de  Ver- 
gennes declared   to  our  Commissioners,  in  Sep- 
tember, 1778,  that  the  military  supplies  were  fur- 
nished solely  by  Mr.   Beaumarchais,  we  acqui- 
esced in  that  assurance,  and  required   no  further 
proof.     Again:  Mr.  Gallatin,  in  his  late  corres- 
pondence with  the  Duke  de  Richelieu,  Minister  of 
Foreign    Affairs  in   France,   stated,   that    if  the 
French  Government  would  make  an  explicit  neg- 
ative declaration,   that   the   million  paid   to  Mr. 
Beaumarchais,  in  June,  1776,  was  not  applied  to  , 
the  purchase  of  supplies,  the  diflSculty  with  the  ! 
accounting  officers  of  the   Treasury  would  have  I 
been  removed.     And,  although  the  answer  of  the 
Duke  de  Richelieu  may  be  considered  as  some-  i 
what  equivocal,  yet  that  which  Mr.  Turreau  had  j 
made  in  1807,  was  as  positive  and  explicit  as  it  i 
could  be.     Had  this  declaration   been   made  the  ' 
vear  before,  it  would   seem,  from  Mr.  Gallatin's  ! 
letter,  the  million  would  not  have  been  deducted  j 
from  Beaumarchais's  account;  and,  it  having  been  | 
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made  since,  the  same  consequence  should  follow. 
I  On   every   ground,   then,   Mr.  Chairman,   I  am 
;  free  to  say  1  would  vote  at  once  for  an  appropri- 
i  ation  to  the  whole  amount  of  this  claim,  whatever 
I  may  be  my  private  opinion  of  the  .source  whence 
!  Mr.  Beaumarchais  derived  the  million;  it  being 
I  certain  that  he  did  not  derive  it  from  us,  and  that 
1  we  have  used  the  supplies  which  it  purchased. 
But,  as  our  citizens  have  claims  against  France 
for   spoliations   on    their   commerce    to    a  large 
amount,  (probably  twenty  limes  as  much  as  this 
claim,)  and   the  French  Government  has  itself 
introduced  Mr.  Beaumarchais's  claim  into  the  ne- 
gotiation, I   think  we  may  adjust  the  whole  to- 
gether, without  any  dereliction  of  national  justice 
or  honor,  and  I  therefore  hope  the  Committee  will 
adopt  the  resolution   for   that  purpose  offered  by 
the  committee. 

When  Mr.  Tdcker  had  concluded 

Mr.  DwiGHT  called  for  the  reading  of  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  of  this  House  in  1814,  (and 
I  of  which  committee  Mr.  Lowndes   was  cbair- 
I  man.)  unfavorable  to  the  claim. 

Mr.  Farrelly  called  for  the  reading  of  the  opin- 
ion of  the  Attorney  General,  Mr.  Rodney,  in  1807. 
Mr.  Clay,  in  a  short  speech,  expressed  a  very 
decided  opinion  in  favor  of  the  claim. 

Mr.  LivERMORE  took  the  opposite  side,  and  de- 
livered a  few  observations  in  opposition  to  aa 
allowance  of  the  claim. 

Mr.  DwiGHT  then  rose,  and  went  at  great  length 
into  the  whole  subject,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Tdcker 
and  Mr.  Clay,  quoting  a  number  of  documents  in 
support  of  his  statements,  and  concluded  hisspeech 
with  offering  a  resolution  that  the  petitioner  have 
leave  to  withdraw  her  petition. 

Mr,  Farrelly  followed  in  reply,  and  spoke  at 
considerable  length,  to  show  that  the  demand  was 
just,  and  ought  to  be  allowed. 

Mr.  Cambreleno  rose  in  opposition  to  the 
claim,  quoted  declarations  of  the  Count  de  Ver- 
gennes, remarked  on  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Pinkney, 
and  adduced  general  arguments  against  allowing 
any  part  of  the  demand. 

Mr.  Livingston,  of  Louisiana,  rose,  and,  ex- 
pressing a  desire  to  deliver  his  sentiments,  which 
were  most  decidedly  in  favor  of  the  claim,  moved 
that  the  Committee  rise. 

The  Committee  rose  accordingly,  and  had  leave 
to  sit  again. 

Mr.  Stewart  gave  notice  that  he  should,  on 
Thursday,  ask  the  House  to  consider  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  submitted  by  him  some  time  since: 

♦'  Retolvtd,  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Ca- 
nals he  instructed  to  report   a   bill   appropriating  the 
annual  proceeds  of  the  iaies  of  the  public  lands,  and 
the  dividfnds  of  the  United  States  Bank  atock,  com- 
mencing from  the  Ist  of  January,    1823,   to  the  pur- 
pose*  of  internal    improvements,    to    be    distributed 
among  the  Suies  according  to  their   represenUtioo, 
and  ID  be  expended  on   objecta  to  be  designated  bj 
Congress,  within  or  bordering  on  the  respective  SUtes, 
unless  where  any  State  may  consent  that  its  propor- 
tion of  the  fund  shall  be  applied  to  an  object  not  im- 
mediately connected  with  iu  territorial  limits. " 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 
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TcESDAY,  May  11. 

Mr.  Plumer,  of  New  Hampshire,  from  ihe 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  which  was  refer- 
red, yesterday,  a  memorial  upon  the  subject,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  altering  the  time  of  holding  the 
circuit  court  of  the  United  Slates  for  the  fourtii 
circuit,  in  the  Maryland  district ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Committee 
on  Private  Land  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of  William  Loughrey,  accompanied  by  a 
bill  for  his  relief;  which  was  read  twice  and  com- 
mited  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Strong,  of  New  York,  offered  the  follow- 
ing resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  all  moneys  which  shall  be  received 
on  account  of  the  sales  and  entries  of  the  public  lands, 
after  the  4th  day  of  July,  1825,  ought  to  de  appropri- 
ated exclasively  to  the  support  of  common  schools, 
and  the  construction  of  public  roads  and  canals;  and 
that  the  said  moneys  ought  to  be  divided  between  the 
several  States  and  Territories,  in  proportion  to  the 
representation  of  each  in  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  United  Statec,  and  applied  by  them  re- 
spectively, to  the  aforesaid  purposes,  in  such  manner, 
and  with  such  limitations  and  conditions,  as  the  Con- 
gresa  may  prescribe. 

Mr.  Cocke  suggested,  that  a  proposition,  nearly 
similar,  was  already  before  the  House,  and  moved 
to  lav  the  resolution  on  the  table,  till  the  other 
should  be  discussed,  but  subsequently  withdrew 
his  motion ;  and  Mr.  Strong  replied,  and  ex- 
plained the  object  of  his  resolution  ;  and,  after 
some  further  conversation  between  the  mover, 
Mr.  Cocke,  and  Mr.  Cook,  the  resolution  was 
laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Whittlesey  submitted  the  following  res- 
olution, viz  : 

Retolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  causing  a 
survey  to  be  made,  under  the  direction  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  of  the  south  shore  of  Lake 
Erie,  from  Carrying  river  to  Erie,  in  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania;  and  of  causing  surveys  to  be  made  of 
the  mouths  of  such  bays  and  rivers,  or  other  places, 
within  the  boundaries  aforesaid,  as  the  engineer,  who 
may  be  employed  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  shall 
deem  necessary  or  important ;  at  which  to  construct 
or  improve  harbors,  for  the  securiiy  and  promotion  of 
the  commerce  on  said  Lake  ;  with  plans  of  the  places 
so  designated,  and  estimates  of  the  expense  of  con- 
structing or  improving  such  harbors. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the 
table.  ^ 

A  Me5sage  was  received  from  the  President 
OF  THE  United  States,  as  follows : 

To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives 
a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  Wai.  containing  the  in- 
formation called  for  by  the  resolution  of  the  10th  of 
March,  requesting  the  names  of  all  the  officers  of  the 
army  who  have  been  brevetled  ;  slating  their  lineal 
rank  and  brevet  rank  ;  when  brevetted  ;  and  the 
amount   of  money  paid    to   each ;  and   when   paid  ; 


which  report,  with  the  accompanying  documents,  con> 
tain  the  information  desired. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
Mat  11,  1824. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  on  the  memorials  of 
merchants  and  others  from  Baltimore,  for  farther 
compensation  fur  damage  sustained  by  the  sinking 
of  their  vessels  in  the  entrance  of  the  harbor  of 
that  city  in  the  late  war;  which  report  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Livingston,  from  the  Committee  of  Inves- 
tigation in  the  case  of  Niniau  Edwards,  stated 
that  that  committee  had  received  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  a  communication  in  reply 
to  the  memorial  of  Mr.  Edwards,  and  asked  that 
It  might  be  printed  ;  which  was  ordered  accord- 
ingly. 

N.WIGATION  OF  WESTERN    RIVERS. 

The  engrossed  bill  making  an  appropriation  for 
improving  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  and  Mis^is> 
sippi  rivers,  was  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  New  York,  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  question  of  its  passage  ;  and 
they  stood,  yeas  155,  nays  60,  as  follows  : 

YsAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander  of  Tenneasee, 
Allen  of  Tennessee,  Allison,  Baylies,  Barber  of  Con* 
necticut,  J.  S.  Barbour,  Bartley,  Beecher,  Blair, 
Breck,  Brent,  Brown,  Buckuer,  Burleigh.  Cambre- 
leng,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Cassedy,  Condict,  Cook, 
Craig,  Crowninshield,  Cushman,  Durfee,  Dwight, 
Eddy,  Ellis,  Findiay,  Forward,  Gurley,  Harris,  Har- 
vey,  Haydfn,  Hemphill,  Henry,  Herrick,  Herkimer, 
Hubart,  Holcombe,  Houston,  Ingham,  Isacks,  John- 
son of  Virginia,  J.  T.  Johnson,  F.  Johnson,  Kent, 
Kidder,  Kremer,  Lawrence,  Lee,  Letcher,  Lincoln, 
Livermore,  Livingston,  Locke,  Longfellow,  McArthur, 
McDuffie,  McKcan,  McKee,  McKim,  McLean  of  Del- 
aware. McLane  of  Ohio,  Mallary,  Markley,  Mercer, 
Metcalfe,  Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania,  Mitchell  of  Mary- 
land, Moore  of  Kentucky,  Neale,  Nelson,  Newton, 
Patterson  of  Pennsylvania,  Patterson  of  Ohio,  Plumer 
of  New  Hamp^hirr,  Plumer  of  Pennsylvania,  Poinsett, 
Prince.  Raniiin,  Reed,  Reynolds,  Rich,  Ross,  Sand- 
ford,  Scott,  8har{)e,  Sloane,  William  Smith,  Spence, 
Standefer,  James  Stephenson,  Stewart,  Strong,  Swan, 
Taylor,  Teat,  Thompson  of  Kentucky,  Tod,  Tomiin- 
son,  Trimble,  Udree,  Vance  of  Ohio,  Van  Wyck,  Vin- 
ton, Warfield,  Webster,  Whitman,  Whittlesey,  White, 
Wickliffe,  James  Wilson,  Wilson  of  Ohio,  Woods, 
and  Wright. 

Nats — Meaars.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Ar- 
cher. P.  P.  Barbour.  Bradley,  Cady,  Carter,  Cary, 
Clark,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Collina,  Conner,  Crafts,  Culpeper, 
Day,  Dwinell,  Eaton,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina, 
Foot  of  Connecticut,  Footeof  New  York,  Frost,  Gar- 
rison, Garnett,  Gathn,  Gist,  Govan,  Hayward,  Hoge- 
boom.  Hooks,  Jenkins,  Leftwich,  Litchfield,  Long, 
McCoy,  Mangum,  Marvin,  .Matlack,  Matson,  Owen, 
Rives,  Arthur  Smith,  Alexander  Smith,  Spaight,  Ster- 
ling,  A.  Stevrnson,  Stoddard,  Taliaferro,  Tatlnall,  Ten 
Eyrk,  Thompson  of  Georgia,  Tucker  of  Virginia, 
Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Tyson,  Vance  of  North 
Carolina.  Williams  of  New  York,  Williams  of  Virgi- 
nia, Williams  of  North  Csrolina,  aad  Wilson,  of  South 
Carolina. 
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[After  the  call  was  concluded,  Mr.  Burton  and 
Mr.  Buchanan,  both  accidentally  absent  when 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  called,  wished  to  be  al- 
lowed to  record  their  votes — the  former  against 
the  bill,  the  latter  in  favor  of  it ;  but  the  leave 
was  not  granted,  and,  according  to  the  rules  of 
the  House,  could  not  be,  without  UQaaimous  coa- 
seot.] 

So  the  bill  was  passed  and  sent  to  the  Senate 
for  concurrence. 

CLAIM  OF  BEAU.MARCHAIS. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  (Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  in  the  Chair,) 
on  the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  which 
was  the  report  of  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  claim  of  the  representatives  of  M.  de 
Beaumarchais. 

Mr.  LiviNGHTON,  of  Louisiana,  who  was  by 
custom  entitled  to  the  floor,  having  yesterday 
moved  for  the  Committee's  rising,  then  rose,  and 
delivered,  at  great  length,  his  views  in  favor  of  the 
claim. 

Mr.  Randolph,  of  Virginia,  delivered  his  views 
in  opposition  to  the  claim  ;  and  concluded  his 
speech,  by  moving  that  the  Committee  rise,  report 
progress,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again,  with  a  view 
that  leave  be  refused. 

The  question  on  the  Committee's  rising,  being 
then  taken,  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — ayes 
105,  noes  40. 

The  question,  on  granting  leave  to  sit  again, 
was  decided  in  the  negative — ayes  60,  noes  91. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Randolph,  the  report  of  the 
committee  was  then  ordered  to  lie  on  the  rable. 

Mr.  McLean,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  postpone  all 
the  previous  orders  of  the  day,  to  take  up  the  bill 
"  for  extending  the  national  road  from  Wheeling 
to  the  Missouri.  The  House  refused  to  take 
it  up. 

PROPOSED  ADJOURNMENT. 

Mr.  Tucker,  of  South  Carolina,  called  up  the 
consideration  of  the  joint  resolution  for  an  ad- 
journment, and  required  thereon  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

The  question  of  consideration  was  taken  by 
yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  as  follows — yeas  80, 
nays  73. 

So,  the  House  took  up  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Kremer,  of  Pennsylvania,  opposed  the  res- 
olution, on  the  ground  that  an  important  investi- 
^tion  was  pending  before  the  House,  which 
ought  to  be  terminated  previous  to  adjournment. 
Charges  of  great  weight  had  been  brought  forward 
against  a  public  officer,  which  had  been  referred 
to  a  committee  of  this  House,  and  ought  to  be 
decided  upon  before  the  House  adjourned.  He 
therefore  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Allen  required  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
question  of  laying  it  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Kre.mer,  at  the  request  of  sevecal  members, 
withdrew  the  motion  for  the  present. 

Mr.  Mercer,  of  Virginia,  said  he  had  voted  to 
Uke  up  this  resolve,  in  the  hope  that  the  House 


would  be  put  in  possession  of  such  iDformatioa 
as  should  enable  it  to  act  understandingly  on  this 
subject,  with  reference  to  the  investigation  which 
the  House  had  instituted,  in  consequence  of  the 
address  of  Mr.  Edwards,  the  late  Senator  of  Illi- 
nois. That  individual  has  been  sent  for,  under 
the  authority  of  the  House.  Mr.  M.  was  not  dis- 
posed to  adjourn,  before  time  was  allowed  for  his 
arrival,  for  his  subsequent  examination,  and  for 
due  deliberation,  by  the  committee  and  the  House, 
upon  his  testimony.  How  is  it  possible,  said  he, 
that  we  can  ascertain  at  what  time  we  can  ad- 
journ, unless  we  should  receive  from  that  com- 
mittee, or  from  some  other  source,  information  to 
guide  our  decision  ? 

Mr.  M.  said,  he  rose  now  to  inquire,  from  the 
Representative  from  Illinois,  the  State  in  which  Mr. 
Edwards  resides,  when  hisarrival  might,  by  compu- 
tation, be  expected,  that  the  day  for  adjournment 
might  be  so  fixed  as  to  allow  time  for  his  arrival, 
and  some  days  to  spare,  that  the  committee  of  in- 
vestigation might  have  an  opportunity  to  make  a 
report,  in  whole  or  in  part,  so  as  to  determine  what 
course  in  regard  to  this  matter  became  the  dignity 
and  the  honor  of  the  House,  which,  for  one,  he 
would  do  all  in  his  power  to  maintain.  If  the 
time  which  should  be  fixed,  should  prove  too  short 
to  allow  of  the  transaction  of  the  necessary  busi- 
ness of  the  session,  there  would  be  no  difficulty 
in  extending  it.  In  thus  expressing  his  wish  that 
some  day  should  be  fixed  for  the  adjournment,  Mr. 
M.  said  he  was  actuated  by  no  outrageous  zeal  to 
do  the  public  business,  much  less  by  any  very  spe- 
cial view  to  the  saving  of  the  public  money,  con- 
sidering the  public  money  as  nothing,  compared 
with  public  justice.  He  de.<«ired,  however,  to 
see  some  period  fixed  for  the  termination  of  the 
session. 

Mr.  LivEHMORE,  of  New  Hampshire,  said — 
Teach  me  so  to  number  my  days,  that  I  may  ap- 
ply my  heart  to  wisdom,  is  doubtless  the  prayer 
of  every  individual  in  this  Hall.  Teach  us  so  to 
number  the  days  of  this  session,  that  we  may  ap- 
ply ourselves  to  the  appropriate  business  of  it,  is 
equally  proper,  though  not  perhaps  equally  im- 
portant. Under  this  impression,  he  had  voted  to 
consider  the  resolution  appointing  the  day  of  ad- 
journment. The  tariff  bill  in  the  Senate,  and  the 
communication  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Edwards  to  this 
House,  seemed  calculated,  more  than  any  thiof 
else,  to  retard  the  hour  of  adjournment.  He  hoped 
that  some  ot  the  committee  who  had  charge  of 
the  communication  of  Mr.  Edwards,  would  ex- 
press their  opinion  whether  the  public  good  re- 
quired that  Congress  should  continue  in  session 
until  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Edwards,  who  had  been 
sent  for.  For  his  own  part,  he  said,  he  had  never 
been  able  to  find  any  thing  in  Mr.  Edwards's  let- 
ter of  public  consequence,  which  might  not  have 
been  communicated  at  the  opening  of  the  session, 
and  he  had  been  surprised  that  that  gentleman 
had  thought  fit  to  keep  the  secret  in  his  own  breast 
all  the  time  he  was  here,  and  to  send  back  his 
complaints  at  so  late  an  hour,  and  after  he  had 
taken  his  departure  from  the  city.  If  this  subject 
may  be  viewed  in  the  light  of  a  prosecution,  there 
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can  be  no  absolute  necessity,  because  witnesses 
have  been  summoned,  for  the  Court  to  continue 
in  session  until  their  arrival.  The  opinion  of  the 
committee  of  investigation,  as  to  what  the  public 
good  requires,  ought,  in  his  opinion,  to  govern  our 
decision  in  this  instance.  The  Senate  must  have  i 
control  of  our  resolution,  until  the  tariff  shall  have 
been  disposed  of. 

Mr.  Cook,  of  Illinois,  rose  to  answer  the  ques- 
tion which  had  been  addressed  to  him,  as  to  the 
time  at  which  Mr.  Edwards  might  be  expected 
to  arrive  here.  From  having  travelled  the  jour- 
ney some  ten  or  a  dozen  limes,  and  sometimes  in 
the  mode  in  which  he  presumed  Mr.  Edwards 
would  take,  Mr.  C.  was  of  opinion  that  he  might 
be  able  lo  reach  this  city  on  the  23d  or  24th  of 
this  month. 

Mr.  Mallary,  of  Vermont,  observed  that  much 
time  had  been  spent  on  the  subject  of  the  tariff. 
It  was  now  beiore  the  Senate,  and  numerous 
amendments  are  understood  to  have  been  made  to 
it  in  that  House.  When  the  bill  should  be  re- 
turned to  this  House,  as  amended,  if  it  pass  the 
Senate,  much  discussion  will  probably  arise  on  it, 
and  a  reasonable  time  should  he  allowed  for  the 
deliberate  consideration  of  that  bill.  This  was 
due  to  the  House  and  to  the  nation.  It  was  un- 
worthy of  the  House  to  bind  itself  to  a  day,  in 
order  to  spur  members  to  diligence  and  despatch. 
The  first  duty  of  the  House,  wen  to  attend  to  the 
public  business.  He  was  therefore  opposed  to 
fixing  a  day  for  adjournment,  at  present. 

Mr.  Too,  of  Pennsylvania,  observed  that,  if  the 
resolution  must  pass,  he  hoped  arguments  of  a  lit- 
tle more  force  and  consistency  would  lie  advanced 
in  its  favor.  When  the  House  sent  for  Mr.  Ed- 
wards, it  knew  that  no  certainly  respecting  the 
time  of  his  arrival  could  be  attained  at  that  time, 
and  nothing  had  occurred  to  change  the  uncer- 
tainty on  the  subject.  He  replied  lo  Mr.  Liver- 
more,  and  observed  that,  in  that  affair,  this  House 
was  not  the  court,  but,  as  far  as  it  could  become 
so,  the  accuser.  It  had  given  all  the  weight  it 
could  to  the  charges  submitted.  It  had  directed 
its  committee  to  proceed  in  the  investigation,  and 
it  was  bound  in  consistency  to  allow  time  for  the 
return  of  its  messenger,  unless  it  meant  to  suppress 
the  investigation  altogether. 

Mr.  Webster  said  that  he  had  not  been  present 
when  this  motion  was  brought  up,  nor  had  any 
other  member  of  the  committee  of  investigation. 
But,  in  regard  to  one  interesting  topic  which  be- 
longed to  this  discussion,  he  remarked  that  the 
House  was  apprized  that  the  officer  of  this  House 
had  been  deputed  in  quest  of  the  witness,  and,  as 
he  understood  the  matter  from  the  statement  given 
by  the  member  from  Illinois,  barring  accidents,  he 
presumed  that  he  may  be  expected  to  he  here  by 
the  23d  or  24th  of  the  month.  But,  as  far  as  he 
understood  it,  Mr.  W.  said,  the  House  was  as  able 
now  to  form  a  judgment  of  the  probable  time  of 
the  arrival  of  Mr.  Edwards,  as  it  could  be  a  wetk 
hence,  as,  in  the  Western  country,  a  traveller 
might  often  outstrip  the  mail,  and  in  all  proba- 
bility no  intelligence  would  be  received  of  the  ar- 
rival of  the  messenger  at  the  place  of  residence  of 


the  person  summoned  earlier  than  the  23d  or  24th 
of  the  month.  It  seemed  to  him,  Mr.  W.  said, 
that  the  best  course  would  be,  now,  to  fix  a  period 
for  adjournment  so  far  remote  as  to  give  the  party 
summoned  an  opportunity  to  come  here  and  be 
examined  touching  the  subject.  To  fix  a  period 
for  adjournment  earlier  than  that,  would  be  wholly 
inconsistent  with  all  that  had  been  hitherto  done. 
He  thought  a  period  should  be  fixed,  however  im- 
portant the  subject  of  inquiry  might  be,  beyond 
which  the  House  would  not  wait,  for  the  arrival 
of  Mr.  Edwards,  some  days  beyond  that  at  which 
It  had  been  >uggesied  he  might  arrive,  «fec. 

Mr.  FoR.sYTH,  of  Georgia,  agreed  entirely  with 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  in  the  general 
view  he  had  taken  of  the  subject,  except  that  he 
thought,  for  the  present,  it  would  be  best  to  lay 
the  resolution  on  the  table.  He  knew  there  was 
a  strong  disposition  in  the  House  lo  adjourn  ;  but, 
for  himself,  he  could  not  vote  for  an  adjournment 
till  the  individual  referred  to  should  either  have 
arrived,  or  it  should  be  ascertained  that  he  would 
not  come. 

Mr.  Webster  replied  that  the  objeclioa  to  that 
course  was,  that  no  farther  information  was  to  be 
expected,  with  any  probability,  as  lo  the  coming 
of  Mr.  Edwards  before  the  23d  or  24th  of  this 
month  ;  and,  from  this  time  to  that,  the  House 
would  be  in  precisely  the  same  situation  that  it 
IS  now. 

Mr.  Stewart,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  opposed 
lo  fixing  on  any  day  at  present.  Information 
might,  by  some  accident,  arrive  before  the  time 
mentioned,  which  would  enable  them  lo  do  it. 
But,  fixing  on  the  day  now  would  also  have  a 
tendency  to  protract  the  discussion  of  the  tariff  in 
the  other  House,  and  was  calculated  to  defeat 
that  mea>ure. 

Mr.  Tracy,  of  New  York,  moved  lo  lay  the 
resolution  and  amendment  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Allen,  of  Massachusetts,  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  this  motion,  which  were  ordered ; 
and  the  question  of  laying  it  on  the  table  was  de- 
cided as  follows: — Yeas  99,  nays  87. 

So  ihe  resolution  was  ordered  lo  lie  on  the 
table. 

CANAL  IN  INDIANA. 

t 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
(Mr.  Marvin  in  the  Chair.)  on  the  bill  "author- 
izing the  construction  of  a  canal  through  the  pub- 
lic lands,  in  the  State  of  Indiana,  between  the 
Wabash  and  Miami  of  Lake  Erie." 

The  question  recurring,  from  Saturday,  on  Mr. 
Call's  motion  to  strike  out  "  ninety  feet,"  and  in- 
sert "one  mile,"  for  the  extent  of  the  reservation 
on  eacti  side  of  the  canal — 

Mr.  Alexander,  of  Virginia,  objected  to  the 
amendment,  as  trenching  on  the  terms  of  the 
cession  of  the  Northwestern  Territory  by  Virginia 
to  the  United  States,  which  declare  that  the 
whole  of  that  cession  shall  be  a  fund  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  common  expenditures  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Rankin  took  the  same  ground;  the  pro- 
posed canal  wa:>  a  local  work,  and  not  one  of  the 
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"common  expenditures"  of  the  United  States, 
and  thought  it  was  better  lo  give  money  than  land 
in  aid  of  it. 

Mr.  Test  contended,  that  giving  a  mile  on 
each  side  of  the  canal  did  not  violate  the  terms 
of  the  cession  more  than  90  feet — it  was  in  the 
spirit  of  that  cession,  because  it  enhanced  the  value 
of  all  the  rest  of  the  lands  ceded.  Unless  this 
land  was  given,  Indiana  would  be  unable  to  effect 
the  object.  This  was  the  only  opportunity,  at 
once,  of  giving  timely  aid  lo  the  canal,  and  of  en- 
hancing the  value  of  the  public  lands. 

Mr.  Stewart,  of  Pennsylvania,  denied  that 
this  canal  was  a  local  measure,  and  he  stated  its 
effects  on  the  Union  at  large.  He  advocated  the 
amendment — and  read  an  extract  from  the  wri- 
tings of  Mr.  Fulton  on  the  benefits  of  canals. 
He  replied,  also,  to  the  objections  of  Mr.  Alex- 
ander, t&c. 

Mr.  Brown,  of  Pennsylvania,  thought  that,  if 
the  canal  would  so  greatly  enhance  the  value  of 
the  public  lands,  it  would  be  better  for  the  United 
States  to  make  the  canal  than  to  give  all  the  ben- 
efit of  the  work  to  Indiana.  The  calculation  was, 
that  the  canal  would  cost  onlyS300,000,  and  they 
asked  land  to  the  value  of  $500,000.  He  for  one 
would  never  consent  to  give  it. 

Mr.  Call,  Delegate  from  Florida,  spoke  in  re- 

f>ly,  and  urged  the  present  low  value  of  the  public 
ands  in  that  quarter  as  an  argument  in  favor  ol 
the  bill.  All  that  was  proposed  to  be  given 
would,  at  present  value,  amount  only  lo  $3o,000. 
The  additional  value  would  arise  from  the  enter- 
prise and  industry  of  the  State  of  Indiana.  He 
replied  to  the  arguments  of  Mr.  Alexander,  and 
dwell  at  some  extent  on  the  value  of  this  line  of 
water  communication,  and  the  facility  of  making 
the  canal. 

Mr.  Sharpe,  of  New  York,  thought  the  only 
question  was,  whether  this  was  the  proper  time  to 
engage  in  the  undertaking.  He  wished  farther 
information  on  this  point,  and  expressed  some  ap- 
prehensions of  the  danger  of  the  precedent. 

Mr.  Rankin  replied,  and  explained  the  facts  of 
the  case,  and  repealed  and  confirmed  ihe  argu- 
ments he  had  before  urged. 

Mr.  Jennings  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  Indiana  on  this 
subject.     It  was  read  accordingly. 

Mr.  Jennings  stated  the  topography  of  the 
country  through  which  it  was  proposed  to  cut  this 
canal.  He  adverted  lo  the  opinion  of  General 
Washington,  in  favor  of  this  and  other  Western 
water  communications.  He  went  at  consider- 
able length  into  a  discussion  of  the  objection 
from  the  terms  of  the  Virginia  cession,  and  of 
the  practicability  and  general  importance  of  the 
measure. 

Mr.  Test  followed  in  farther  explanation  of  the 
bill  and  the  amendment. 

Mr.  McCoy  delivered  at  some  length  his  objec- 
tions to  the  amendment,  as  granting  to  one  State 
what  was  intended  only  for  general  objects.  He 
urged  the  danger  of  the  precedent,  the  difiliculty 
with  which  Virginia  could  gel  enough  land  lo  pay 
her  Revolutionary  soldiers,  &,c. 


Mr.  Sharpe  thought  the  grant  in  the  amend- 
ment very  large,  and  the  lime  for  completing  the 
work  loo  great.  This  measure  would  be  super- 
seded, moreover,  bv  the  general  plan  for  internal 
improvements.  He  thought  it  was  enough,  at 
present,  to  provide  for  surveys,  as  had  been  al- 
ready done. 

The  question  on  the  amendment  moved  by  Mr. 
Call,  for  giving  a  mile  on  each  side  the  canal, 
being  then  taken,  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

The  Committee  then  look  up  a  bill  to  authorize 
the  Territory  of  Florida  to  open  a  canal  through 
the  public  lands;  and,  having  gone  through  it, 
reported  the  latter  bill,  which  was  ordered  to  a 
third  reading,  and  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  sit 
again  on  the  former. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 


Wednesday,  May  12. 

Mr.  Brent,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  4ih  of  March  last,  upon  thesuHect  of  the  sale 
of  public  lots,  within  the  city  of  Waijhington, 
made  a  report;  which  was  read,  and  laid  upon 
the  table  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Scott  laid  the  following  resolution  on  the 
table,  for  consideration  to  morrow,  viz  : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  this  House  anjr  in- 
formation which  he  may  possesa,  in  relation  to  the 
intercourse  and  trade  now  carried  on  between  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  (and  particularly  the  people 
of  the  State  of  Missouri)  and  the  Mexican  provinces  ; 
how,  and  by  what  route  that  trade  or  intercourse  is 
carried  on;  in  what  it  consists;  the  distances,  Ac; 
the  nations  of  Indians  through  which  it  passes  ;  their 
dispositions,  whether  pacific  or  otherwise  ;  the  advant- 
ages resulting,  or  likely  to  result,  from  that  trade  or 
intercourse. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  altering  the  time  of  hold- 
ing the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  in  the 
fourth  circuit  of  the  district  of  Maryland,  was,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  McKi.m,  laid  on  the  table. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  the  Territory  of 
Florida  to  open  a  canal  through  the  public  lands 
to  unite  the  river  St.  John's  with  the  bay  of  Au- 
gustine, was  read  a  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to 
the  Senate  for  concurrence. 

A  bill  "  to  regulate  the  fees  of  the  registers  of 
wills  in  the  District  of  Columbia"  being  under 
consideration  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  a  pro- 
longed debate  arose  on  some  of  its  details ;  in 
which  Messrs.  Swan,  Neale,  Cocke,  Shahpe. 
Kent,  and  Findlay,  look  part;  when  the  bill 
was  reported  to  the  House,  and  ordered  lo  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  bill  granting  certain  lots  of  ground 
to  the  city  of  Mobile,  and  to  certain  individuals  of 
said  city.  The  bill  having  been  slightly  amended, 
was  reported  to  the  House,  and  ordered  lo  a  third 


reading 


J08IAH  HOOK,  Ja. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Longfellow,  the  House  took 
up  the  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  Josiah 
Hook,  jr.,  (collector  at  Casiine,)  who  was  prose- 
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Indiana  CanaL — Harbor  of  Presqxu  hie,  ^c. 


Mat,  1824. 


cuted  for  the  amount  of  a  seizure  during  the  war, 
and  had  judgment  recovered  against  him. 

Mr.  Whittlesey,  of  Ohio,  went  at  length  into 
a  statement  and  legal  examioatioii  of  this  case, 
with  a  view  to  show  that  the  collector  had  been 
negligent  in  his  duty. 

Mr.  Longfellow,  of  Maine,  spoke,  in  reply, 
and,  after  a  full  statement  of  the  facts,  contended 
that  no  such  negligence  appeared  as  should  sub- 
ject Mr.  Hook  to  the  loss  of  the  money  for  which 
he  had  been  sued. 

It  was  admitted,  on  both  sides,  that  he  was  a 
Tigilant  and  faithtul  officer,  and  had  acted  in 
good  faith  when  he  made  the  seizure. 

Mr.  Wright,  of  Ohio,  took  the  same  view  of 
the  subject,  and  opposed  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims.  The  supposed  neglect  arose 
from  a  mistake  of  eminent  counsel,  and  a  mistake 
which,  at  that  time,  prevailed  in  the  Treasury 
itself. 

Mr.  Bartlett,  of  New  Hampshire,  rose  in  re- 
ply, and  quoted  dates  and  statutes  to  show  that  it 
was  through  the  negligence  of  Mr.  Hook,  the  Gov- 
ernment had  suffered  very  heavy  loss,  the  expense 
of  losing  which  amount  it  was  now  applied  to  to 
pay.  He  had  no  personal  hostility  to  the  claimant, 
but  rather  the  contrary,  as  he  always  understood 
him  to  be  an  excellent  officer. 

Mr.  Cocke,  of  Tennessee,  declared  that  the 
opinion  he  had  formerly  held  in  opposition  to  this 
claim  had  been  changed,  by  a  fuller  investigation 
of  the  case ;  and  he  should  vole  in  favor  of  the 
bill. 

Mr.  Strong,  of  New  York,  replied  to  Mr.  Bart- 
lett, and  went  into  a  legal  argument  to  show 
that  the  loss  of  the  Government  was  not  owing 
to  the  neglect  of  the  collector. 

Mr.  LivERMORE,  advocated,  at  considerable 
length,  the  same  side  of  the  question,  and  the  de- 
bale  was  farther  continued  by  Messrs.  Bartlett, 
LivERMORE,  Longfellow,  and  McCoy  ;  when 
the  question  being  put,  the  bill  was  passed,  and 
returned  to  the  Senate. 

INDIANA  CANAL. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
(Mr.  Ca.mpbell,  of  Ohio,  in  the  Chair,)  on  the 
bill  to  authorize  the  State  of  Indiana  to  open  a 
canal  through  the  public  lands  ;  and  the  question 
recurring  from  yesterday  on  the  amendment  grant- 
ing ninety  feet  of  land  on  each  side  of  ihe  pro- 
posed canal,  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  blank  in  the  second  section  was  so  amend- 
ed as  to  require  the  survey  to  be  finished  within 
thrfe,  and  the  canal  to  be  finished  within  twelve 
years. 

Mr.  Test  offered  an  amendment  to  the  third 
section,  the  effect  of  which  will  be  to  reserve  from 
sale,tillfurtherordered,thesectionsof  land  through 
which  the  canal  shall  pass,  and  those  adjoining 
these  on  each  side,  and  he  supported  the  motion 
by  a  series  of  explanatory  observations. 

Mr.  Rankin,  of  Mississippi,  objected  to  the 
atnendment  as  a  departure  from  the  course  here- 
tofore adopted  in  similar  cases,  and  as  calculated 
to  retard  the  settlement  of  the  Slate  of  Indiana. 


The  question  being  taken,  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Test  was  negatived — ayes  41. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the  bill 
as  amended. 

Mr.  Test  renewed  in  the  House  his  motion  for 
reserving  from  sale  the  sections  of  land  through 
which  the  canal  shall  pass,  and  those  adjoining 
them  on  each  side. 

Mr.  Vinton,  of  Ohio,  argued  the  necessity  of 
this  reservation  from  the  terms  of  the  contract  of 
cession,  as  well  as  from  principles  of  policy. 

Mr.  Whipple,  of  New  Hampshire,  advocated 
the  amendment,  in  a  few  observations,  and,  the 
question  being  taken,  it  was  rejected — ayes  55, 
noes  59. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

HARBOR  OF  PRESQUE  ISLE,  &c. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Farrelly,  the  House  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  "for 
improving  the  harbor  of  Presque  Isle,  and  for  re- 
pairing Plymouth  beach." 

Mr.  Newton  explained  the  facts  with  respect 
to  Presque  Isle,  and  commented  on  the  report  of 
the  Board  of  Engineers,  by  which  it  appears  that 
the  work  is  important,  and  practicable,  and  that 
its  expense  will  amount  to  about  S3o,0()0.  The 
State  of  Pennsylvania  having  made  an  appropri- 
ation in  part  for  the  work,  the  bill  is  for  the  pur- 
pose of  supplying  the  deficit. 

Mr.  Farrelly  spoke  from  personal  knowledge 
of  the  importance  of  Presque  Isle,  and  the  loss  of 
lives  and  property  which  had  occurred  for  want 
of  a  good  harbor  there. 

The  blank  in  that  part  of  the  bill  which  relates 
to  the  work  at  Presque  Isle,  was  filled  with  the 
sum  of  S2(),<»00. 

Mr.  Newton,  then  stated  the  circumstances  of 
Plymouth  beach  ;  the  value  of  that  harbor  to  all 
vessels  pressed  by  hard  weather  in  the  neighbor- 
hood ot  Cape  Cod  ;  and  the  danger  of  its  being 
seriously  injured  and  ultimately  destroyed,  for 
want  of  the  repairs  contemplated  ;  and  moved  to 
fill  the  blank  for  this  work  with  820,tKX). 

Mr.  Reed,  of  Massachusetts,  confirmed,  from 
personal  knowledge,  the  accuracy  of  the  statement 
given  by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce. 

Mr.  HoBART  added  some  particulars  to  the 
statement,  in  respect  to  the  beach  of  Plymouth, 
and  the  amount  of  navigation  interested  in  the 
safety  of  the  harbor,  and  its  advantages  as  a  har- 
bor for  vessels  of  war,  dec. 

.Mr.  Trimble,  of  Kentucky,  supported  the  ap- 
propriation, and  made  some  remarks  on  the  readi- 
ness of  Western  members  to  vote  for  the  improve- 
ments on  the  seaboard,  and  the  liberality  which 
members  from  the  Eastern  sections  of  the  Union 
had  recently  shown  in  voting  improvements  on 
the  Western  waters. 

The  motion  to  fill  the  blank  with  $20,000,  was 
carried  without  opposition. 

The  Committee  then  took  up  a  bill  to  author- 
ize the  State  of  Kentucky  to  open  a  canal  round 
the  falls  of  the  river  Ohio,  at  Louisville. 
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Mr.  Wickliffe,  of  Kentucky,  went  into  a  de- 
tailed discussion  of  the  value  and  importance  of 
the  proposed  canal.  He  stated  the  estimate  of  the 
expense.  More  than  three  thousand  boats,  he  said, 
passed  these  falls  annually,  and  damages  to  the 
amount  of  SI 50,000  had  been  sustained,  in  a  year, 
for  want  of  this  improvement.  If  the  canal  were 
made,  steamboats  could  be  substituted,  in  navi- 
gation, for  the  flat-bottomed  boats  now  employed. 
He  referred,  for  further  statements,  to  the  report 
of  the  committee  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  McDuFFiE,  of  South  Carolina,  thought  that 
the  Committee  was  not  yet  prepared  to  act  on  the 
last  bill,  and  moved  thai  it  rise  and  report  that  al- 
ready acted  on. 

The  Committee  rose  accordinijly,  reported  the 
bill  for  Presque  Isle  and  Plymouth  beach,  and  it 
was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

Progress  being  reported  on  the  bill  respecting 
the  canal  at  Louisville,  the  House  refused  leave  to 
the  Commiltee  to  sit  again  upon  that  bill. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  Mr.  Cady  in  the  Chair,  on  the  bill  "  grant- 
ing pre-emption  to  certain  actual  settlers  in  the 
district  of  Jackson  Courthouse;"  which  bill  was 
slightly  amended,  and,  being  reported  to  the  House, 
was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

PUBLIC  LAND  DEBT. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  "  to  provide 
for  the  extinguishment  of  debts  due  to  the  United 
States,  by  purchasers  of  public  lands." 

Mr.  Rankin  stated,  at  length,  what  had  been 
previously  done  by  Congress,  on   the  subject,  ex- 
plained the  object  of  the  bill  under  consideration, 
and  offered  an  amendment  extending  its  provisions  I      A"  ^^^  granting  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  cer- 
to  certain  town  lots  reserved  by  the  United  States,  i  ^^'"i  actual  settlers  in  that  part  of  the  former  pro- 

The  Committee  then  rose,  the  bill  was  reported,  j  vince  of  West  Florida  included  in  the  district  of 
and  ordered  to  a  third  reading.  Jackson  Courthouse,  in  the  State  of  Mississippi, 

The  House  went  into  Commiltee  of  the  Whole,  I  ^^^  '°  '^^  district  of  St.  Helena  Courthouse,  in 
on  the  bill    "to   extinguish   the  Quapau  title  to    the  Slate  of  Louisiana; 

lands  in  the  Territory  of  Arkansas."     The  me-        An  act  making  appropriations  for  deepening  the 
morial  from  Arkansas  and  the  report  of  the  Sec-    channel  leading  into  the  harbor  of  Presque  Isle, 


Mr.  Little,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensioni 
and  Revolutionary  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Herman  Fisher;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  transmit- 
ting— 

1st.  A  list  of  balances  which  have  remained 
unsettled,  or  appear  to  have  been  due  from  collec- 
tors of  the  customs,  dec,  more  than  three  years 
prior  to  the  30ih  of  September,  1823. 

2d.  A  list  of  balances  on  account  of  the  old 
internal  revenue  and  direct  tax,  on  the  books  of 
the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  which  have  remain- 
ed unsettled  or  appear  to  have  been  due  more  than 
three  years  prior  to  the  30ih  of  September,  1823. 

3d.  A  list  of  balances  due  by  Receivers  of  Pub- 
lic Money,  on  account  of  the  sales  of  public  lands, 
which  have  remained  due  or  unsettled  on  the 
books  of  the  Treasury,  for  more  than  three  years 
prior  to  the  30lh  September,  1823. 

Which  letter  and  lists  were  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  a  let- 
ter from  the  Secretary  of  ihe  Treasury,  transmit- 
ting a  printed  copy  of  an  account  of  the  receipts 
and  expenditures  of  the  United  States  for  the 
year  1822.  with  an  appendix,  containing  state- 
ments of  the  debt  of  the  United  Slates,  and  of  its 
redemption,  to  the  close  of  the  year  1822;  which 
letter  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  viz  : 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Slate  of  Indiana  to 
open  a  canal  through  the  public  lands,  to  connect 
ihe  navigation  of  the  river  W^abash  and  the  Mi- 
ami of  Lake  Erie  ; 


retary  of  War  thereon,  having  been  read — 

Mr.  Conway  moved  an  amendment  to  the  bill, 
striking  out  all  after  the  enacting  words,  and  sub- 
stituting a  clause  appropriating  §5,000  to  enable 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  make  a  treaty 
with  the  Quapau  Indians. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Clay,  the  sum  was  in- 
creased to  S7,500;  and  the  bill,  as  thus  amended, 
was  reported  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 
And  ihen  the  House  adjourned. 


Thursday,  May  13. 

Mr.  Harvey,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  revive  and  extend  the 
term  of  certain  pensions  which  have  expired  by 
limitation  ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Plu.mer,  of  New  Hampshire,  from  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  to 
authorize  the  issuing  of  letters  patent  to  Nathaniel 
Sylvester  ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to 
be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 


and  for  repairing  Plymouth  beach; 

An  act  granting  certain  lots  of  ground  to  the 
corporation  of  the  city  of  Mobile,  and  to  certain 
individuals  of  said  city  ; 

An  act  to  regulate  the  fees  of  the  Registers  of 
Wills  in  the  several  counties  within  the  District 
of  Columbia  ; 

An  act  making  an  appropriation  towards  the 
extinguishment  of   the  Ciuapau  title  to  lands  ia 
the  Territory  of  Arkansas  ; 
were  respectively  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to 
provide  for  the  extinguishment  of  the  debt  due  to 
the  United  States  by  the  purchasers  of  public 
lands,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with 
an  amendment. 

The  resolution  laid  on  the  table  by  Mr.  Scorr 
yesterday,  was  taken  up,  read,  and  agreed  to  by 
ihe  House. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President 
OF  THE  United  States,  as  follows: 
To  the  Huuae  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  .• 

In  compliance  with  the  resolation  of  the  House  of 
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Representatives,  of  the  16th  of  April,  requesting  the 
President  to  cause  to  be  communicated  to  the  Hout>e 
a  statement  of  the  supplies  which  have  been  sent  from 
the  United  States  to  any  ports  of  South  America,  for 
the  use  of  our  squadron  in  the  Pacific  ocean  ;  of  the 
•mount  paid  for  such  supplies,  with  the  names  of  the 
owners  of  the  vessels;  and  other  details  therein  spe- 
cified ;  I  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the  St- cretary 
of  the  Navy,  which,  with  the  documents  accompany- 
ing it,  furnishes  the  information  desired. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
Mat  13,  1824. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  laid  upon  the  table. 

A  message  Irom  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  of  this  House 
of  the  following  title,  viz  :  "  An  act  to  amend  the 
several  acts  impo>iog  duties  on  imports,"  with 
amendments,  in  which  they  ask  the  concurrence 
of  this  House.  They  have  also  pas>ed  bills  of  the 
following  titles,  viz:' An  act  relative  to  the  Pa- 
tent Office,  and  to  the  salary  of  the  Superintend- 
ent thereof;  An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  estab 


Commissioners  and  Superintendent,  was  six  hundred 
and  eighty-nine  thousand  four  hundred  and  forty  dol- 
lars eleven  cents,  sul>ject  to  a  deduction  for  losses, 
occasioned  by  failures  of  purchasers,  the  amount  of 
which  has  not  been  ascertained.  The  committee  have 
not  been  able  to  obtain  information  from  the  books  of 
the  Commissioner  of  the  Public  Buildings,  of  the  num- 
ber  of  pulilic  lots  sold,  when  sold,  by  whom,  to  whom, 
and  for  what  price  each  lot;  what  part  of  the  purchase 
money  has  been  paid,  and  the  exact  balance  due. 
To  obtain  this  information,  would  require  more  time 
than  proliably  remains  of  the  pre«ient  sesxion  of  Con- 
gress, as  the  Commissioner  of  the  Public  Buildings 
states  that  it  could  not  be  done  in  less  than  two 
months. 

As  to  the  disbursements  which  were  made  by  the 
late  Samuel  Lane,  Commissioner  of  the  Public  build- 
ings, the  committee  find  that  a  balance  of  .'$22,961  77 
was  due  by  the  late  Samuel  Lane,  Coinmisaiuner  of 
the  Public  Buildings,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  together 
with  the  balance  ol  1^1,740  14,  which  he  had  received 
on  account  of  the  sales  of  city  loU;  and  that,  since 
his  death,  his  estate   has   received   credit  for  dillerent 


lishing  INayy  hospitals  ;  and  An  act  lor  the  relief  i  sums  of  money  amounting  to  $3,075  6.  which  leaves 


of  Alexander  McNair;  in  which  bills  the  Senate 
also  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  Hou>e. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  "enabling  the  claimants  to 
lands  within  the  limits  of  the  State  of  Missouri 
to  institute  proceedings  to  try  the  validity  ol  their 
claims." 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  House  as  amended, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  amend  the  several  acts 
imposing  duties  on  imports,"'  were  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Manufactures. 

Bills  from  the  Senate  of  the  following  titles, 
viz: 

1st.  An  act  relative  to  the  Patent  Office,  and  to 
the  salary  of  the  Superintendent  thereof;  , 

2d.  An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  establishin<y 
Navy  hospitals  ;  " 

3d  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Alexander  McNair; 


......  ,    ,  |]|iiiii;y  receive 

were  read  the  firstand  second  time,  and  referred—  I  and  bv  whom 


a  balance  due  the  United  States  of  .$15,590  85;  that 
his  executor  has  not  yet  completed  the  settlement  of 
his  estate;  and,  therefore,  it  is  impossible  for  the  com- 
mittee to  say  how  much  of  that  balance  will  eventu- 
ally be  refunded  to  the  United  States.  It  is  probable 
the  balance  will  be  somewhat  diminished,  but  that  a 
large  sum  will  remain  unpaid. 

The  committee,  therefore,  submit  the  following  reso- 
lution: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  L'nited  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  made,  and  submitted  to 
this  House,  upon  the  first  day  of  the  next  session  of 
Congress,  a  lull  nnd  complete  statement  of  the  exact 
number  of  loU  belonging  to  the  L'nited  Slates,  in  the 
city  of  Washington,  which  have  been  sold  by  the 
public  agents  for  that  purpose,  when  sold,  by  whom, 
to  whom,  and  for  what  price  each  lot  was  purchased; 
what  part  of  the  purchase  money  has  becyi  paid,  the 
amount  due,  and  by  whom  due,  and  when  payable; 
whether  the  debts  are  well  secured,  and  whether  the 
money  received  has  been  applied  ;  to  what  purposes, 


the  tirst  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  ; 
the  second  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  • 
and  the  third  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  providing  for  the  disposition 
of  three  several  tracts  of  land,  in  Tuscarawas 
county,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  for  other  purpo- 
ses ;  which  was  reported  with  amendments,  which 
were  concurred  in  by  the  House,  and  the  bill  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  lime  to- 
morrow. 

PUBLIC  LOTS  L\  WASHLXGTOX. 

The  following  report  was  yesterday  made  by 
Mr.  Brent,  of  Louisiana : 

The  committee  appointed  by  virtue  of  a  resolution 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  of  the  4th   day  of 


The  resolution  with  which  the  report  concludes 
being  taken  up  for  consideration,  a  debate  arose 
upon  it,  of  which  the  following  outline  will  serve 
to  give  a  general  idea  : 

Mr.  Cocke  said  the  report  of  the  select  com- 
mittee, now  under  consideration,  was  not  as  full  a 
response  to  the  resolution  as  the  documents  before 
them  would  have  warranted,  although  a  complete 
and  full  report  to  all  the  objects  of  inquiry  might 
not  have  been  had  at  the  present  session  of  Con- 
gress. The  number  of  lots  sold,  and  price  of 
each,  was  not  so  much  desired  as  information  in 
what  manner  the  money  placed  in  the  bands  of 
officers  for  disbursement  was  applied,  and  the  ob- 
jects of  its  application;  especially,  whether  any 

r ,-.....,„.  uuj  «., '^^^^^'s^'^J '"authorize  the  expenditure.     To  this 

Msrch,  1824,  have  had  the  subject  which  that  resolu-  'oquiry,  the  resolution  creating  the  committee, 
tion  proposes  under  consideration,  and  submit  the  fol-  '  directed  their  attention,  and  used  the  words  "  whe- 
lowiDg  report  m:  A  letter  from  J.  Elgar.  Commis-  I  '  ther  all  the  money  received  had  been  applied  to 

jrji.li.  ?K"''^"*'''^''"^^'*^''^'^**>'^'*2*'i'''^J-'^"  authorized   by  any   existing  law;    how 

«? .r  M  PP*'"  tf^  '.^"^  «'""  •mount of  the  sales  j  '  much  thereof  has  been  paid  into  tlfe  Treasury  " 
of  the  public  lou,  m  W«,hingtoa  City,  a.  made  by  the  I  To  these  inquuies  the  committee  might  have  re- 
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ported,  as  the  evidence  was  within  their  power. 
They  have  not,  said  Mr.  C,  pretended  to  state  the 
amount  which  was  appropriated,  each  year,  for 
the  repairs  and  completion  of  the  Capitol,  the 
President's  iicTuse,  and  public  officer,  or  to  show 
what  disposition  was  made  of  it.  They  have  re- 
ported the  sums  due  at  the  time  of  the  Commis- 
sioner's death,  and  slate  the  payments  made  since 
by  his  representative,  leaving  a  balance  still  due 
to  the  public  of  more  than  fifteen  thousand  dollars. 
Besides  the  appropriations  for  those  objects,  Con- 
gress authorized  large  sums  to  be  expended  to 
purchase  furniture  for  the  President's  House,  and 
olaced  its  disbursement  under  the  control  of  the 
rre^iident.  The  letter  of  the  Register  oi  the 
Treasury  accompanying  the  report,  and  to  which 
the  committee  refer,  shows  that  the  sum  of  thirty- 
eight  thousand  dollars  of  the  money,  applicable  to 
the  purchase  of  furniture,  was  placed  in  the  hands 
of  the  late  Commissioner,  thirty  thousand  dollars 
by  the  draft  of  the  President,  and  the  residue  by 
iu  receipt  from  Mr.  Whann,  who  had  previously 
drawn  it  by  the  authority  of  the  President. 

The  committee  declined  to  inquire,  or  report, 
what  disposition  has  been  made  of  this  §38,000, 
alleging  that  it  was  a  private  transaction  between 
the  President  and  Commissioner  Lane;  that,  as 
the  money  was  to  be  expended  under  the  direction 
of  the  President,  he  could  appoint  whomsoever 
be  pleased,  as  his  agent,  and  that  the  resolution  did 
not  authorize  the  inquiry.  In  this,  sir,  I  think 
the  committee  are  mistaken.  Permit  me,  Mr. 
Speaker,  to  call  your  attention  to  the  last  clause 
ot  the  re.solution,  to  wit:  "and  what  disposition 
has  been  made  of  the  money  placed  in  the  hands 
of  the  late  Superintendent  of  the  City,  for  disburse- 
ment." I  know  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
mover  to  inquire  into  this  expeaditure,  and  I  be- 
lieve the  resolution  warrants  it. 

Before  I  advert  to  a  settled  account  between 
Mr.  Lane'^i  executors  and  the  agent  of  the  Presi- 
dent, 1  will  use  the  language  of  Mr.  Vinson's  de- 
position now  before  me,  ''  that  it  was  generally 
*  understood  that  Lane  was  insolvent  at  the  time 
'  he  entered  the  army,  and  that  he  was  not  con- 
'  sidered  a  roan  of  property  at  the  time  he  com- 
'  inenced  on  the  duties  of  bis  office  as  Commission- 
*er;"  and  this  statement  is  corroborated  by  the 
amount  of  the  assets  which  came  to  the  hands  of 
his  representatives. 

The  Grst  item  of  the  settled  account  between 
Colonel  Lane  and  Mr.  Monroe  is  a  charge  by  Mr. 
Monroe  against  Lane. 

To  amount  of  furniture  sold  to  the  United 
States,  and  carried  to  his  credit  with  the  United 
States ^9,071  21 

On  the  opposite  side  is  a  credit — 
By  cash  for  furniture  -        -        -        -  10,000  00 

I  am  unable^  sir,  to  account  for  this  difference 
in  amount. 

The  second  item  of  the  charge  is — 

Amount  of  ditto,  bought  by  Mr.  Lee,  paid  for 
by  Mr.  M.,  and  credited  to  S.  Lane,  with  United 
States  S9,6o9  06. 

The  third  item,  which  appears  to  relate  to  the 
furniture,  is,  a  balance  of  $3S,000,  public  money. 


appropriated  for  furniture,  not  accounted  for  by 
S.  Lane,  and  for  which  Mr.  M.  is  responsible, 
§1,55G  15. 

Amount  paid  to  Mr.  M.  for  articles  for  the  Pre- 
sident's House,  an(^for  which  the  vouchers  were 
delivered  to  S.Lane,  Sj;778  21. 

Error  in  the  sum  allowed  for  Gealer,  $36,  paid 
for  mattresses,  being  for  the  house. 

Amount  of  check  on  the  Bank  of  Columbia,  for 
the  amount  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Whann,  §6,000. 

Check  on  the  Bank  of  Columbia,  $1,500. 

The  other  items  of  charge,  I  am  not  prepared 
to  explain  ;  but  the  whole  amount  of  charge  is 
§29,950  96  ;  against  this  sum,  is  the  §10,000  be- 
fore spoken  ol,  as  a  credit,  with  sundry  other 
Items  lor  cash  paid  to  individuals,  for  Mr.  Monroe, 
by  Lane,  some  of  which,  sir,  I  shall  notice. 

Cash  paid  Mr.  Yard,  §2,000. 

1  have  no  document  to  show  for  what  articles 
tliissum  was  paid,  but  the  committee  was  informed 
by  one  of  xis.  members,  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, that  the  President's  carriage  constituted  a 
part. 

It  appears,  from  this  account,  that  the  sum  of 
§2,785  49,  was  paid  by  Mr.  Lane,  to  Russell  & 
La  Farge,  and  for  which  Mr.  Monroe  has  entered 
a  credit.  The  account  of  those  individuals  I  bold 
in  my  hand,  which  Mr.  Monroe,  on  the  4lh  of 
May,  1818,  endorsed  as  just,  and  approved  by  him. 
The  letter  accompanying  the  account,  after  the 
usual  compliments,  states  : 

"  We  have  the  honor  to  enclofe,  herewith,  duplicate 
bills  of  lading,  of  which  one  is  sent  by  us  to  the  col- 
lector of  the  customs  at  Alexandria,  for  forty-one 
packages,  amounting,  as  per  invoice  enclosed,  to 
francs  83,026  30.  Bill  of  lading  for  five  cases  paper 
hangings,  amounting,  as  per  invoice,  to  franca  6,186 
hb.  Bill  of  lading  for  thirty-nine  cases,  containing  1,300 
bottles  Champaigne  and  Burgundy  wine,  as  per  in- 
voice, francs  5,962  47 ;  and  bill  of  lading  for  seven 
cases,  of  which  six  are  for  .Mrs.  Monroe,  amounting  to 
francs  9,056  30,  and  one  for  Mrs.  Decatur,  amounting 
to  Irancs  803 — for  which  we  have  debited  the  account 
of  your  Excellency,  by  virtue  of  the  letters  of  credit  of 
your  Excellency  and  of  Colonel  Lane." 

The  account  of  Russell  dc  Lafarge  also  .<shows 
the  application  of  §12,000,  which  has  been  remit- 
ted to  Europe,  and  the  net  proceeds  of  which  they 
had  received.  The  residue  of  their  account,  I  un- 
derstand, was  paid  by  Mr.  Lane,  for  which,  I  pre- 
sume, the  above  credit  in  the  settled  account,  con- 
stitutes a  part. 

The  next  item  that  I  shall  notice,  is  the  sum  of 
§266,  paid  to  Mrs.  Elzey,  a  milliner,  in  this  city, 
as  I  am  informed  ;  of  the  particular  items,  I  have 
never  inquired.  The  sum  of  §96  62^,  paid  Mr. 
Mauro,  and  credited,  appears,  from  his  statement 
before  me,  to  be  for  brandy,  wine,  spirits,  lemons, 
demijohns,  tea,  porter,  and  mustard,  delivered  by 
orders  of  Colonel  Lane,  for  the  use  of  the  Presi- 
dent's House.  The  sum  of  §28,  paid  Mr.  Graeff, 
and  also  credited  in  the  account,  appears  from  his 
statement  to  be  for  two  cases  of  claret.  The  next 
item  of  §124  25,  paid  to  Thomas  Coote  dc  Co.,  is 
by  his  statement,  for  beer,  delivered  to  Mr.  Mon- 
roe, and  paid  for   by  Colonel  Lane.    As  to  the 
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other  items  of  credit,  I  hare  no  statement  to  show 
for  what  the  sums  were  expended  ;  but  the  amount 
ot  credits  given  in  the  account,  is  §36,466  51^, 
leariog  a  balance  due  S.  Lane  of  $0,515  55^  ; 
and  immediately  beiow  the  balance  thus  stated,  is 
the  following  entry  :  "  Toms  expenses  and  a  cart 
to  Albemarle,  in  1817,  $60,"  which,  if  added  to 
the  above  balance,  would  make  S6,575  55^. 

Sir,  I  have  founded  these  observations  on  doc- 
uments now  on  my  table.  If  I  have  erred  I  re- 
gret it — they  are  made  from  a  sense  of  duty  which 
lowe  to  my  constituents — and  I  have  no  unfriendly 
feelings  to  gratify.  The  furniture  of  the  President 
was  valued,  before  delivery  to  the  Government ; 
but  as  he  had  authority  to  direct  the  disbursement 
of  the  money,  it  seems  to  me  that  it  was  making  a 
contract  with  himself.  The  settlement  of  which 
1  have  been  speaking,  was  made  in  June,  1822  ; 
on  the  18th  November  following,  as  well  as  I  re- 
collect, $2,000  was  paid  into  the  Treasury  and 
credited  to  Colonel  Lane:  1st.  To  balance  the 
furniture  accoiTnt,  for  which  Mr.  Monroe  seems  to 
have  held  himself  responsible,  and  the  residue  to 
his  credit  as  Commissioner  of  the  Public  Build- 
ings. On  the  2d  January  following,  one  other 
$2,000,  was  paid  and  credited  to  Lane's  account. 

if,  sir,  I  am  not  mistaken  in  the  views  I  have 
taken,  an  inquiry  ought  to  be  had.  To  this  end  I 
move  you  to  recommit  the  report,  with  instruc- 
tions to  inquire — 

"  In  what  manner  the  mon^y  arising  from  the  sale 
of  city  lots  has  t>een  expended:  in  what  manner  the 
money  appropriated  by  Congress  to  complete  a  repair 
of  the  public  buildings  has  been  disbursed:  and  bow 
the  money  appropriated  to  purchase  furniture  for  the 
President's  House  has  been  disbursed ;  by  whom,  and 
to  whom  paid,  and  for  what." 

Mr.  Baylies,  of  Massachusetts,  spoke  in  reply, 
and  explained  and  defended  the  report  of  the 
committee,  stating  the  reasons  w^hy  the  report  did 
not  20  into  farther  statements. 

Mr.  Bre.nt,  of  Louisiana,  (who  made  the  report 
from  the  committee,)  replied  to  the  observations 
of  Mr.  Cocke  nearly  as  follows:  He  said  it  had 
been  stated  by  the  honorable  gentlemen  that  he 
opposed  this  report,  to  have  impartial  justice  done, 
and  that  he  was  actuated  by  a  consideration  for 
the  public  interest.  Mr.  B.  then  observed  that  he 
meant  not  to  arraign  the  motives  of  the  gentle- 
man, but  he  could  assure  the  House  that  the 
members  composing  that  committee  were  as  true 
friends  to  their  country  and  to  impartial  justice, 
as  the  honorable  member  who  had  stated  it. 
[Here  Mr.  Cocke  interrupied  Mr.  B.,  and  de- 
clared he  meant  no  insinuation  against  the  com- 
mittee, and  that  he  believed  their  conduct  Howed 
from  the  best  of  motives.]  Mr.  B.  continued.  I  re- 
ceive the  explanation  for  myself  and  for  the  com- 
mittee, but  the  statement  made  of  the  facts  has 
not  been  given  with  the  candor  the  gentleman 
ought  to  have  observed.  He  has  made  a  state- 
ment of  accounts  between  the  President  of  the 
United  States  and  Lafarge  Russell  &  Co.,  of 
France,  Samuel  Lane,  of  this  city,  and  others,  of 
their  private  transactions,  and  has  stated  them  as 
if  these  accounts  had  been  contracted  for  the  pub- 


lic, and  paid  out  of  the  public  money,  when  he 
knows  full  well  that  such  are  not  the  facts.  He 
has  thrown  out  insinuations  against  the  Chief 
Magistrate  of  the  nation,  calculated  to  tarnish  the 
honest  reputation  of  that  patriot,  'which  he  has 
earned  in  the  faithful  service  of  our  country.  As 
a  member  of  the  committee,  Mr.  B.  observed,  he 
was  acquainted  with  those  facts,  and  would  state 
them  to  the  House,  and  he  vouched  for  their  cor- 
rectness. Mr.  Monroe  took  the  Presidential  Chair 
after  the  war,  after  the  President's  House  had 
been  reduced  to  ashes,  with  it:<  furniture  in  it,  and 
Congress,  as  usual,  made  an  appropriation  to  pur- 
chase new  furniture.  The  President  wrote  to 
Lafarge,  Russell  <t  Co.,  of  France,  to  send,  for 
the  use  of  the  President's  House,  certain  descrip- 
tions of  furniture,  and  also  to  send  several  articles 
for  his  own  private  use  and  that  of  his  family. 
These  merchants,  in  making  out  their  account, 
blended  the  public  and  private  account  of  the 
President  together,  and  made  out  one  account, 
which  was  forwarded  to  the  President,  with  a 
draft  for  the  money.  This  draft  arrived  when 
Mr.  Monroe  was  ab!>ent  in  the  discharge  of  an 
important  and  useful  duty  to  his  country.  Mr. 
Lane,  who  was  the  Commissioner  of  the  Public 
Buildings,  and  the  proper  person  to  pay  the 
charge  tor  the  furniture  to  the  President's  House, 
paid  for  it,  and,  the  President  being  absent,  as  his 
friend,  he  also  paid  for  the  articles  for  the  private 
use  of  the  President,  not  out  of  the  public  money, 
but  out  of  his  own  money,  and  charged  Mr.  .Mon- 
roe with  it  upon  his  private  account.  A  subse- 
quent settlement  look  place,  in  which  Mr.  .Monroe 
paid  this  sum  to  Mr.  Lane,  as  a  private  debt;  all 
the  other  cases  named  by  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee, are  of  the  precise,  same  nature;  all  of  them 
private  transactions  between  Mr.  Monroe  and  Mr. 
Lane.  Several  years  after  these  accounts  were 
settled,  Mr.  Lane  died,  and  it  appears  that  his 
estate  is  in  arrears  to  the  United  States.  It  is 
now  contended  that  because  Lane  received  public 
money,  that,  therefore,  the  money  he  paid  for  Mr. 
Monroe  on  his  private  account,  must  be  presumed 
to  have  been  paid  with  the  public  money,  and  that 
Mr.  Monroe  knew  it,  and  must  pay  back  the 
money  to  the  United  States,  although  he  has 
fairly  and  honestly  accounted  for  it  to  Mr.  Lane. 
Who  ever  heard  of  such  an  unjust,  illiberal,  and 
unjustifiable  attack  ? 

As  regards  the  charge  about  the  furniture  of  the 
President  taken  for  the  United  States  by  the 
Commissioner  of  the  Public  Buildings,  the  pro- 
ceedings in  that  case  can  show  the  accusation  of 
indecency,  indtlicacy,  made  by  the  gentleman,  to 
be  incorrect.  There  was  no  furniture  when  Mr. 
Monroe  went  into  the  President's  House,  fit  for 
its  use.  Mr.  Lane  proposed  to  purchase  some 
valuable  furniture  that  had  beeu  sent  from  France 
to  Mr.  Monroe.  Mr.  Monroe  agreed  to  let  the 
United  States  have  it  on  condition  that  he  might 
re-take  it  when  he  went  out  of  office,  upon  repay- 
ing the  money  he  received  for  it.  To  this  effect 
a  written  agreement  was  made,  and  is  on  file. 
The  furniture  was  then  valued  by  two  highly  re- 
spectable gentlemen,  (General  Van  Ness,  of  the 
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city,  and  Greneral  Mason,  of  G^eorgetown,)  assist- 
ed by  two  mechanics,  judges  of  its  quality,  and, 
after  estimation  made,  it  will  be  seen,  by  Mr. 
Lane's  letter,  that  the  President  sold  it  for  twenty- 
five  per  cent,  less  than  similar  furniture  could  be 
purchased  for.  All  these  facts  were  shown  in  the 
committee,  and  why  did  not  the  gentleman,  (Mr. 
Cocke,)  if  he  is  actuated  by  no  other  motive  than 
impartial  justice,  slate  them  to  the  House?  Mr. 
B.  then  observed  that  there  was  something  wrong 
in  this  business.  He  would  not  indulge  in  obser- 
vations which  this  attack  might  justify.  The 
object  of  it  occupied  too  elevated  a  stand,  was 
too  well  known  to  his  country,  and  had  served 
her  too  faithiully  m  every  situation  to  which  he 
had  been  called,  to  be  reached  by  any  ungenerous 
allusions,  whether  made  in  the  discharge  of  a 
public  duty,  or  to  gratify  other  views.  From  this 
statement,  the  House  will  perceive,  Mr.  B.  con- 
tinued, that  the  committee  acted  correctly  in  not 
interfering  with  the  private  concerns  between  Mr. 
Lane  and  the  President.  He  then  showed  that 
the  subjects  submitted  to  the  Committee  had  been 
properly  considered,  and  that  the  report  was  as 
lull  as  It  could  be  made. 

Mr.  B.  concluded  by  deprecating  a  false  im- 
pression produced  by  the  observations  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee,  injurious  to  the  President, 
whose  conduct  he  indicated  as  not  only  pure  and 
honest,  but  as  honorable,  in  a  high  degree;  and 
expressed  his  hope  that  the  motion  of  the  gentle- 
man, (Mr.  Cocke,)  would  be  rejected,  and  the 
report  of  the  committee  approved,  and,  by  its  ap- 
proval, an  expression  might  be  given  to  the  con- 
duct of  the  President.  He  wished  it  so  to  be 
considered. 

Mr.  Mercer,  of  Virginia,  followed  Mr.  B.,  and 
expressed  his  unfeigned  regret  at  the  course  pur- 
sued by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee.  He  al- 
luded to  the  personal  intimacy  he  had  enjoyed 
and  esteem  he  had  felt  for  Mr.  Monroe  from  his 
boyhood  ;  uttered  his  scorn  at  the  style  of  insinua- 
tion in  which  a  private  account  had  been  exam- 
ined on  this  floor,  which  was  wholly  of  a  private 
character,  and  which  it  would  degrade  the  House 
to  meddle  with.  He  went  into  a  detailed  state- 
ment of  the  conduct  of  the  President  in  relation 
to  the  expenditures  for  his  family  use  and  for  the 
furniture  of  the  President's  house,  and  closed  with 
moving  that  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr. 
Cocke,  lie  on  the  table.  But  this  motion  he 
withdrew,  to  give  an  opportunity  for  reply. 

Mr.  Cocke  rose  in  reply,  and  explained  some 

of  the  observations  he  had   before  made went 

into  a  further  examination  of  the  account  of  the 
late  Colonel  Lane,  and  of  his  transactions  with 
the  President,  and  persisted  in  maintaining  that 
the  report  ought  to  have  gone  farther  than  it  did, 
in  the  investigation  of  these  particulars. 

Mr.  A.  Stevenson,  of  Virginia,  said,  that  it 
was  due  neither  to  the  character  of  the  distin- 
guished individual  concerned,  nor  to  the  duty  and 
dignity  of  the  House,  to  reply  to  the  observations 
just  made.  He  observed  that,  when  the  Chief 
Magistrate  now  in  office  should  retire,  he  would 
retire  poor,  and  that  no  man  would  have  it  in  his 


power  to  detect  the  public  money  in  his  hand,  and 
that  it  would  be  found  that  that  officer  had  acted 
in  the  affair  adverted  to,  and  all  others  of  a 
pecuniary  nature,  not  only  with  purity,  but  with 
liberality. 

Mr.  Kremer,  of  Pennsylvania,  expressed  his 
hope  that  the  motion  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the 
table  would  never  be  renewed  :  that  the  investi- 
gation should  be  made  and  fairly  met,  and  the 
opinion  of  the  House  expressed  by  yeas  and  nays, 
that  It  might  be  seen  who  they  were  who  had 
assailed  a  man  grown  gray  with  honor  in  his 
country's  service. 

Mr.  Mercer  rose  to  explain  why  he  should  not 
renew  the  motion  he  had  made,  to  lay  the  subject 
on  the  table.  He  stated  what  had  been  done  in 
the  select  committee,  and  ur^ed  the  unreasonable- 
ness and  impracticability  of  endeavoring  to  ob- 
tain, in  the  few  remaining  days  of  the  session,  in- 
formation which  nine  weeks  had  been  insufficient 
time  to  procure.  He  concurred  with  his  col- 
league, in  the  opinion  that  the  President,  instead 
of  having  appropriated  improperly  any  part  of  the 
public  money,  was,  and  would  be  found,  a  credi- 
tor, rather  than  a  debtor  of  the  nation.  He  gave 
a  testimony  to  the  purity  and  honor  of  Mr.  Mon- 
roe's private  character,  and  expressed  a  hope  that, 
by  yeas  and  nays,  the  House  would  mark  its  sen- 
timents of  what  had  passed  in  relation  to  this 
subject. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Ross  expressed  a  determination  to  vote  for 
the  recommitment.  He  entertained  the  highest 
respect  for  the  Chief  Magistrate,  but  thought,  on 
the  principles  of  a  republican  government,  that 
officer,  as  well  as  any  other,  should  be  held  to  a 
strict  account  for  public  moneys  intrusted  to  his 
hands.  He  should  not  feel  any  greater  delicacy 
from  the  fact  of  his  being  a  Virginian,  (which 
had  been  alluded  to  by  Mr.  Stevenson,)  than  if 
he  was  from  Ohio,  or  Michigan,  Sec.,  and  he 
thought  the  investigation  was  due  to  the  Presi- 
dent himself. 

Mr.  Stevenson  explained.  In  alluding  to  Mr. 
Monroe's  being  a  Virginian,  he  only  meant  to 
state  one  of  the  reasons  why  he  felt  it  his  duty  to 
vindicate  his  good  name. 

.Mr.  Buchanan,  of  Pennsylvania,  expressed  his 
surprise  at  the  course  of  the  debate.  The  evi- 
dence on  which  the  grovelling  and  unworthy 
charge  of  peculation  was  now  attempted  to  be 
brought  against  the  first  officer  of  the  Republic 
had  been  in  the  possession  of  a  committee  of  this 
House  ever  since  last  Winter.  He  expressed  a 
high  sentiment  of  respect  for  the  character  <jf  Mr. 
Monroe,  and  thought  that  he  was  the  very  last 
person  against  whom  the  charge  of  an  avaricious 
love  of  money,  and  base  collusion  with  a  subor- 
dinate officer,  would  ever  be  brought,  or  could 
ever  be  substantiated.  He  trusted  this  House,  at 
this  late  period,  would  not  enter  into  another  in- 
vestigation, probably  of  groundless  charges. 

Mr.  Cocke  then  rose,  and  stated  that  since 
there  seemed  much  objection  to  the  motion,  in 
point  of  time,  he  would  consent  to  withdraw  it 
till  the  next  session. 
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The  question  then  recurring  on  concurring 
with  the  committee  in  the  resolution  reported  by 
them — 

Mr.  Hamilton,  of  South  Carolina,  rose,  and 
wished  distinctly  to  understand  whether  or  not 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  meant  to  charge 
the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  Union  with  an  em- 
bezzlement of  the  public  money.  If  he  did,  it 
was  proper  that  that  gentleman  should  remem- 
ber, that  it  was  due  to  this  House  and  to  this 
nation  that  an  accuser,  bringing  such  a  charge, 
should  be  himself  without  suspicion.  That  gen- 
tleman could  appreciate  the  effect  of  injurious 
charges  on  the  reputation  of  persons  holding  dis- 
tinguished stations,  having  been  himself  the  sub- 
ject of  them — 

[Here  Mr.  Little  called  the  gentleman  to 
order.] 

The  Chair  pronounced  him  to  be  not  out  of 
order. 

Mr.  Hamilton  proceeded,  and  observed  that, 
in  certain  public  prints  of  this  city,  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee  had  been  openly  charged 
with  fraudulent  conduct — 

[Here  Mr.  Speaker  pronounced  Mr.  Hamil- 
ton to  be  out  of  order.] 

Mr.  Poinsett,  of  South  Carolina,  rose  to  cor- 
roborate the  statemeryis  made  by  the  gentlemen 
from  Virginia,  and  was  proceeding  to  say  that 
he  had  seen  an  explanation  of  these  transactions 
the  most  satisfactory  and  honorable  to  the  Presi- 
dent, when 

Mr.  Spi:AKER  asked  him  to  give  way  to  allow 
Mr.  H.  to  proceed. 

Mr.  Ha.milton  then  resumed,  atid  expressed 
hia  reprobation  of  the  course  pursued  in  introduc- 
ing ■  charge  of  this  magnitude  and  complexion 
at  such  a  period  of  the  session,  and  his  confidence 
in  the  unblemished  purity  of  the  character  now 
•ttempted  to  be  destroyed.  J 

Mr.  Dment  stated  that  the  delay  in  bringing  ' 
forward  the  report  of  the  committee  was  lu  he 
■ttribotcd  to  the  chairmin  alone,  (Mr,  Cocke,) 
and  staled  certain  facts  in  relation  to  the  course  I 
of  the  commiltre's  proceedings.  ' 

Mr.  CocaK  rote  in  reply,  and  denied  that  he  had 
ever  been  absent  from  (he  comfiiiJiee's  meeting*,  1 
Hi»  *ole  object  was  to  have  a  full  and  fair  inves-  ' 
ligation,  4c,  With  respect  to  hiinmlf,  he  adiiiK- 
ted  (hat  InMnuationi  had  been  bruuglit  I'urward 
■gain»(  him  In  a  certain  print,  and  at  u  prop«'r  lime 
he  meant  (o  notice  them,  and  (u  explain  the  fae(» 
to  which  (hey  had  reference,  He  declared  hi* 
determination  to  penevere  in  doing  his  duty  (o 
the  people  in  this  Houne,  whatever  feeling  i( 
might  excite  in  the  minda  of  lotne  gentlemen  to- 
ward* him. 

Mr.  Wood,  of  New  York,  then  row  and  ob- 
aerved,  that,  having  been  three  year*  »ince  on  a 
coromitiee  to  whom  these  account*  had  been  »ub- 
initted,  he  fell  it  to  be  his  duty  to  testify  to  the 
vigilance,  integrity,  and  perseverance  in  his  duty 
of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Tennessee— 
whom  he  commended  for  probing  radically  every 
rotten  pari  of  the  public  expenditure.  He  thought 
thai  genilemaa  had,  on  the  present  occasion,  done 


himself  immortal  honor,  by  breasting   the  storm 
in  this  House. 

Mr.  Vinton,  of  Ohio,  asked  an  explanation  of 
Mr.  Cocke,  which  he  gave ;  when, 

Mr.  Bartlett,  of  New  Hampshire,  moved  to 
lay  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  table. 

The  question  being  taken,  it  was  decided  in  the 
negative — ayes  77,  noes  89. 

The  resolution  having  been  again  read — 

Mr.  Forsyth,  of  Georgia,  rose  and  said,  that, 
approving  the  resolution,  he  should  vote  for  it, 
but  he  protested  against  any  ronclusion  being 
drawn  from  that  vote  as  to  the  matter  which  had 
been  discussed  that  morning.  In  making  this 
protestation,  he  did  not  intend  to  sanction  the 
statements  or  opinions  of  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  (Mr.  Cocke.)  All  he  meant  was,  that 
he  gave  no  vote  upon  a  question  which  had  not 
been  examined. 

The  Speaker  suggested  the  propriety  of  dis- 
pensing with  the  yeas  and  nays  on  this  resolution  ; 
there  seemed  to  be  no  opposition  to  it ;  but,  Mr. 
Mercer,  who  had  moved  for  their  being  taken, 
continuing  to  insist  upon  them,  they  were  ordered 
accordingly. 

Mr.  Cobb  and  Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Caro- 
lina, made  in   substance  a  similar  protest  to  that 

of  Mr.  FoRdYTH. 

When  the  question  on  concurring  with  the  se- 
lect committee,  in  the  resolution  reported  by  them 
to  the  House,  was  decided  by  yeas,  unanimously, 
in  the  affirmative — yeas  183,  nays  none. 

So  the  resolve  was  agreed  to. 


Friday,  May  14, 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  whom  a  petition  was  referred  on 
the  Ji2d  of  March,  upon  the  subject,  reported  a 
bill  granting  to  the  Corporation  of  Tii»caloo*a, 
certain  lots,  and  privileges  over  the  reserrafion* 
and  commons,  in  said  town;  which  wa»  read 
twice,  and  cummitted  to  a  Cornmiltec  of  tha 
Whole. 

Mr.  Nkwton,  from  the  ComtniKee  on  Com- 
merce, (0  whom  (he  subjec(  had  been  referred,  re- 
por(*d  a  bill  fur  (he  relief  of  Jame*  Lenox,  Wtl- 
llam  Maitliind,  O.  D.  Abecl,  Gulian  Ludlow, and 
Hector  ScoK;  which  was  read  (wice,  and  com- 
nii((ed  (o  a  Cuinmitlcu  of  the  Whole. 

The  SiiKAKKK  laid  before  (he  Houie  i  commu- 
nicB(ion  from  (he  Secretary  of  (he  Treasury,  cov- 
ering a  repor(,  and  siuictnen(  of  balance*  due  by 
receiver*  of  public  money,  on  accoun(  of  sale*  of 
public  lands,  against  whom  •ui(a  have  been  inili- 
(u(«d  ;  which  coiumunicadon  was  read,  and  laid 
upon  (he  (able. 

Oo  mo(ion  of  Mr.  Allkn,  of  MtsxachuieK*.  it 
waa  ' 

Jietolvtd,  Tha(,  from  and  af(er  (he  commence- 
men(  oj  (he  preiien(  session  of  Congress,  there  be 
allowed  to  the  Postmaster  of  this  House  four  dol- 
lars per  day,  during  the  sessions;  and  that  the 
Committee  of  Accounts  be  authorized  to  make 
him  such  further  allowance  for  services  rendered, 
as  such  Postmaster,  during  the  recess  of  Congress, 
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as  they  shall  think  reasonable  and  just ;  and  that  |  the  Territory  of  Florida ;  and  the  bill  providing 
the  same  be  paid  out  of  the  contingent   fund   of;  for  a  grant  of  land  for    "  .  '  & 


the  House 

Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  viz  : 

An  act  to  revive  and  extend  the  term  of  certain 
f)ensions,  which  have  expired  by  limitation; 

An  act  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  letters  patent 
to  Nathaniel  Sylvester; 

An  act  enabling  the  claimants  to  lands  within 
the  limits  of  the  Slate  of  Missouri  and  Territory 
of  Arkansas,  to  institute  proceedings  to  try  the 
validity  of  their  claims  ; 

An  act  providing  for  the  disposition  of  three 
several  tracts  of  land  in  Tuscarawas  county,  in 
the  State  of  Ohio,  and  for  other  purposes;  were 
respectively  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Webster,  the  House  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  further 

to   amend    the  judiciary  system    of  the    United      .,._.„.^„.  „  

^'*^?-    .Ti'^   .**''*  !?"?'  amended    by  substituting  1  shaU  concu7m  pr*o7oundng  siTchpirTof  the  m^^^ 


grant  ot  land  for  the  seat  of  government  in 
the  Territory  of  Florida,  and  for  other  purposes, 
were  discharged  from  the  consideration  of  the 
said  bills. 

OCCUPYING  CL.\IMANT  LAWS. 

The  resolutions  some  time  since  offered  by  Mr. 
Letcher  (in  relation  to  decisions  by  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  Slates)  were  taken  up — aves 
80,  noes  48. 

The  House  accordingly  went  into  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  stale  of  the  Union  on  those 
resolutions,  which  are  as  follow  : 

"  Resolved,  That  proviition  ought  to  he  made  by  law, 
requiring,  in  any  cause  decided  in  the  Supreme  Court, 
in  which  ihall  be  drawn  in  question  the  validity  of 
•ny  part  of  the  constitution  of  a  State,  or  of  any  act 
passed  by  the  Legislature  of  a  Sute.  that justices 


the  third  Monday  of  January  for  the  first  Monday 
of  January,  as  the  day  of  commencing  the  Win- 
ter term  of  the  Supreme  Court,  (the  court  at 
prehent  meets  on  the  first  Monday  of  February.) 

Mr.  W.,  despairing  of  getting  through  a  dis- 
cussion of  the  whole  provisions  of  the  bill,  moved 
to  strike  out  all  alter  the  first  section  ;  but,  at  the 
suggestion  of  Mr.  Bhe.nt,  moved  that  the  Com- 
mittee rise,  (with  the  understanding  that  a  sepa- 
rate bill  be  reported  to  cover  the  object  in  the  first 
section  of  this  bill ;)  the  Committee  then  rose,  and 
had  leave  to  sit  again. 

Mr.  L1VI.NG8TON  moved  to  postpone  the  orders 
of  the  day  to  take  up  the  bill  for  emnloving  Mr. 
Peale  to  paint  an  equestrian  statue  of  Wamhino- 
TON.     The  motion  was  lost. 

A  similar  motion  in  favor  of  some  other  bills 
was  also  lost;  when,  on  motion  of  Mr.  McLanr, 
the  Houj«e  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  (he  bill  (o  revive  and  continue  in  force  (he 
first,  second,  third,  fourth,  and  fifth  sections  of  the 
act  further  to  provide  for  collecting  duties  on  im- 
ports and  tonnage  ;  which  was  slightly  amended, 
and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ncwtun,  the  House  went 
into  Cumtnitlee  of  (he  Whole,  on  (he  bill  "(0 
authorize  the  building  of  lighthouses,  ligh(-fes- 
sell,  and  (leacons,  (herein  rnendoned,  and  for  o(her 
purjKises."  Several  amendmen{^  were  projiosed 
and  agreed  to.  Some  discussion  arose  on  the  lo* 
cation  of  a  ligh(house  on  (he  •ou(h  shore  of  Lake 
Erie,  for  which  two  diflferent  positions  were  pro- 
posed—the  CommiKee  preferring  (ho  rnou(h  of 
Grand  river,  and  Mr.  Whiuht  olTering  a  resolu- 
tion in  favor  of  a  point  between  Erie  and  8an* 
dusky  bay.  Mr.  Whittuemky  having  explained 
(tie  ficis,  (he  amendmen(  was  rejected,  and  the 
bill  reported  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Br.EcHKR  moved  to  lay  the  bill  and  amend- 
ment on  the  table.  The  motion  was  lo«t.  The 
House  concurred  in  the  amendment,  when  th* 
further  consideration  of  the  bill  was  postponed  to 
to-morrow. 

The  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to  which 
have  been  committed,  respectively,  the  bill  grant- 
ing donations  of  land  to  certain  actual  settlers  10 


stilution  or  act  to  be  invalid  ;  and  that  withdul  the  con- 
currence of  that  number  of  said  justices  the  part  of 
the  constitution  or  act  of  the  Legislature  (as  the  case 
may  be)  so  drawn  in  question  shdli  not  be  deemed  or 
bulden  invalid. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  justices  aforesaid,  in  proaoanc- 
ing  their  judgment  in  any  such  cause,  as  aforesaid, 
ought  to  be  required  by  law  to  give  their  opinions,  with 
their  rerpective  reasons  therefor,  separately  and  dis- 
tinctly, if  the  judgment  of  the  court  be  against  the 
validity  of  the  part  o(  the  constitution  or  act  drawn  ia 
question,  as  aforesaid. 

"Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
be  instructed  to  report  a  bill,  in  conformity  to  the  pre- 
ceding resolutions." 

Mr.  Webster  moved  lo  amend  the  first  resolu- 
tion by  striking  out  all  after  the  word  Resolvtdy 
and  inserting — 

"Thst  provision  ought  to  be  made  by  taw  that  in 
all  suiu  now  pending,  or  which  rasv  hereafter  be  pend- 
ing, in  the  bupreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  whera 
is  drswn  in  question  the  validity  of  any  treaty  or 
statute  of  the  United  (9iates,  or  where  is  drawn  in 
question  the  validity  of  any  statute  of  a  State,  or  tha 
constitution  thereof,  or  of  any  authority  eierelaad 
under  any  State,  on  (he  ground  of  repugnancy  lo  the 
constitution,  treaties,  or  laws,  of  tha  United  StaUe,— 
no  ludgmrnt  shsll  he  pronounced  or  rendered  Qntil  a 
msjoriiy  of  all  the  ju»tires  of  said  eourt,  legally  eom- 
patent  to  sit  in  the  eauae,  shall  concur  in  the  opinion 
either  In  favor  of  or  against  the  validity  ihsreofj  and, 
until  such  concurrence,  such  suit  shall  be  continued 
underadvisenenti  l*rovid9d,howtv«r,  Thatsaldeourt 
should  nut,  by  such  provision,  be  prevented  from 
rendrrinf  ludginent  in  any  such  suit,  when  it  should 
be  uf  opinion  that  the  flnal  adjudication  of  the  merita 
thoreof  did  nut  require  the  decision  of  such  eontiau* 
sncf  or  logal  quesituit  ss  sforeuaid." 

The  Chair  decided  ihii  amendment  to  be  out 
of  order,  as  there  was  ano(her  troendment  pend- 
ing. 

Mr.  F0R8YTH,  who  had  offered  (his  amendment. 
withdrew  it,  to  allow  discussion  on  that  preseotetl 
by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Clay  spoke  in  opposition  to  the  amend- 
ment, and  in  defence  of  the  re.Holutioo  as  offered 
by  Mr.  Letcuer.    He  objected  to  that  part  of  the 
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amendment  which  prescribes  that  a  majority  of 
the  judges,  "competent"  to  decide,  shall  be  re- 
quired— there  being  no  umpire  to  decide  upon  their 
competency;  and  if  two  declined,  a  majority  will 
be  only  three  judges.  He  thought  that  when  four 
judges  should  be  found  on  one  side  and  three  on 
the  other,  the  united  decisions  of  the  State  Legis- 
lature and  State  Judiciary,  together  with  the  three 
Supreme  Court  judges,  would  outweigh  the  judg 
ment  of  the  remainmg  four.  He  insisted  on  the 
equity  and  policy  of  requiring  five  judges  to  con- 
cur when  the  whole  authority  of  one  or  of  many 
Slates  was  to  be  set  aside.  He  adduced  the  case 
of  the  bankrupt  laws,  passed  by  a  majority  of  all 
the  States,  as  an  illustration  of  the  position.  He 
thought  that  no  danger  could  arise  from  such  an 
arrangement  to  the  interest  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment. It  would  soothe  the  States  whose  laws  were 
set  aside,  and  conciliate  the  confidence  of  all  par- 
ties concerned. 

Mr.  P.  P.  Barbour  met  the  objection  made  to 
the  resolution  of  Mr.  Letcher,  that,  if  it  prevailed, 
a  minority  might  control  a  majority,  by  refusing 
to  coQcur  in  their  decision.  This,  he  said,  was 
no  more,  but  much  less,  than  happened  every  day 
in  the  case  of  an  ordinary  jury,  where  one  man's 
refusal  controlled  the  decision  of  eleven  men. 

Mr.  Webster  spoke  in  reply,  and  stated  a  dif- 
ference in  these  two  cases,  since,  in  the  one,  a  mi- 
nority did  virtually  give  a  decision,  (because  the 
court  must  decide,  one  way  or  the  other,)  whereas, 
in  the  other,  the  refu.>-al  prevented  a  verdict,  and 
no  decision  was  given  on  either  side.  He  went 
into  the  general  principles  on  which  the  Supreme 
Court  was  erected,  by  the  Constitution,  as  a  safe- 
guard to  the  General  Government  against  the 
State  Governments,  when  disposed  to  violate  the 
Constitution.  He  maintained  that  no  greater 
number  should  be  required  when  a  Slate  was  a 
party,  than  when  an  individual,  claiming  under  a 
State  law,  was  a  party — because  the  authority  of 
the  Sute  was  involved  in  its  laws.  He  stated  the 
improbability  that  all  the  seven  judges  should,  in 
each  case,  attend  ;  and,  if  one  judge  should  be  in- 
volved in  the  question,  five  only  would  be  left.  If 
this  resolution  passed,  not  even  four  out  of  these 
five,  could  decide.  He  referred  to  the  late  case  of 
the  steamboat  monopoly.  In  that  case  one  judge 
was  absent,  and  if  it  had  happened,  as  it  might, 
that  another  was  indisposed,  or  interested  in  the 
question,  so  as  to  leave  a  courtof  five  judges  only, 
four  out  of  the  five  would  not  have  been  compe- 
tent to  pronounce  a  decision,  if  the  provision  of 
Mr.  Letcher's  resolution  had  been  law.  It  was  a 
fair  presumption,  that  State  judges  would  lean 
toward  the  authority  of  their  own  State.  A  mere 
majority  of  those  judges  could  decide  against  the 
United  States,  but  now,  more  than  a  majority 
wa»  to  be  required  to  decide  apjainsi  a  State.  This 
was  unequal.  The  very  caseof  the  bankrupt  laws, 
quoted  by  gentlemen,  furnished  a  strong  instance. 
He  protested  against  a  greater  number  being  re- 
quired to  decide  a  cause  one  way  than  the  other. 
He  passed  a  eulogy  on  the  Supreme  Court  as  a 
tribunal.  Its  whole  weight  with  the  community 
rested  on  the  strength  of  the  reasons  it  brought  for 


I  its  decisions.  He  adverted  to  the  encomium  pro- 
nounced on  a  great  judge  in  New  York,  (Chan- 
cellor Kent,)  and  subscribed  to  it  with  the  most 
entire  asi>ent,  and  he  quoted  from  an  introductory 
lecture  lately  delivered  by  that  jurist  a  very  de- 
cided testimony  to  the  distinguished  character  of 
the  Supreme  Court. 

Mr.  Clay  replied — and  while  he  subscribed  to  a 
very  high  opinion  of  the  Supreme  Court,  he  could 
not  acknowledge  that  the  moment  a  man  was  ap- 
pointed a  member  of  that  court,  he  became  exalted 
above  his  whole  species  in  intellect  and  virtue. 
He  spoke  of  their  power  practically  to  make  the 
Constitution,  by  giving,  authoritatively,  their  id> 
terpretation  of  it.  He  warned  the  country  of  the 
consolidating  infiuence  of  this  power,  and  main- 
tained the  necessity  of  guarding  the  State  tribu- 
nals. The  Supreme  Court  was  virtually  an  um- 
pire between  the  General  Government  and  the 
States — Its  appointment  was  by  one  of  these  two 
parties,  and  its  bias  might  be  expected  to  be  to- 
wards that  party  on  which  every  member  of  the 
tribunal  was  dependent. 

On  the  subject  of  the  attendance  of  judges,  be 
had  attended  sixteen  or  seventeen  terms,  and  had 
never  witnessed  more  than  two,  at  the  most  three, 
where  a  full  court  was  not  present.  In  the  steam- 
boat case,  he  asked  whether,  had  four  Supreme 
Court  judges  decided  against  three,  the  opinion  of 
the  Supreme  Court  of  New  York  ;  of  Judge  Kent, 
(than  whom  there  was  not  more,  at  the  utmost, 
than  one  greater  jurist  on  the  bench  of  the  Supreme 
Court,)  and  of  the  Court  of  Errors  of  that  State, 
added  to  the  opinion  of  three  judges  of  the  Su- 
preme Court,  ought  not  to  outweigh  the  opinions 
of  four  Supreme  Court  judges  ? 

In  reference  to  the  argument  respecting  a  jury, 
he  observed,  that  the  want  of  a  verdict,  when  all 
did  not  agree,  was  not  owing  to  the  mere  declara- 
tion of  law,  but  to  the  reason  of  the  case,  on  which 
the  law  was  founded.  He  viewed  the  amendment 
of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  as  worse 
than  nothing  in  the  case,  and  he  concluded  by  ex- 
pressing an  earnest  hope  that  it  would  not  be 
adopted. 

The  debate  was  farther  continued  by  Mr.  Bdck- 
NErt,  who  spoke  m  opposition  to  the  amendment  ; 
when,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Metcalfe,  the  Commit- 
tee rose  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

The  Committee  of  Manufactures  reported  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  "  to  amend  the  several  acts 
laying  duties  on  imports,"  recommending  the  con- 
currence of  the  House  in  the  amendments  made 
to  it  by  the  Senate,  with  certain  exceptions.  The 
bill  and  amendments  were  referred  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  FoRSTTH  moved  to  print  the  committee's 
report.  The  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Too 
and  Taylor;  when  it  was  superseded  by  a  mo- 
tion to  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  upon  the 
bill. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  on  this  ques- 
tion, it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas  110, 
nays  72,  as  follows  : 
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ViAs — Mes«rs.  Adama,  Allen  of  Ma»rkchusetts,  Al- 
lison, Ba^rhep,  Barber  of  Coonecticut,  Bartley,  Beech- 
er,  Bradley,  Brown,  Buchanau.  Buck,  Buckner,  Cadj, 
Campbell  of  Ohio,  CasaeJy,  Clark,  Collins,  Condict, 
Cook,  Crafts,  Craig,  Durfee,  Dwight,  Eaton,  Eddy, 
Edirards  of  Pennajlvania,  Edwarda  of  North  Carolina, 
Farrelly,  Findlay,  Foot  of  Connecticut,  Foote  of  New 
Vork,  Forward,  Garrison,  Harria,  Harvey,  Hayward, 
Hemphill,  Henry,  Herkimer,  Hogeboom,  Ingham. 
Isacka,  Jennings,  Johnaon  of  Virginia,  J.  T.  John- 
•on,  F.  Johnaon,  Kent,  Kidder,  Kremer.  Lawrence, 
Letcher,  Little,  McArthur,  McKean,  McLane  of  Del- 
aware, McLean  of  Ohio,  Mallary,  Markley,  Martin- 
dale,  MarTin,  Matlack,  Mataon,  Metcalfe,  Mitchell  of 
Pennsylvania,  Mitchell  of  Maryland,  Moore  of  Ken- 
tucky, Patteraon  of  Pennaylvania,  Patterson  of  Ohio, 
Plumer  of  Pennsylvania,  Prince,  Richards,  Rich.  Rose, 
Roas,  Saunders,  8andford,  bharpe,  bloane,  Wilham 
bmith,  Spence,  8tandeier,  Sterling,  Stewart.  Stoddard, 
Strong,  Swan,  Taylor,  Test,  Thompson  of  Kentucky, 
Tod,  Tomlinson,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Tyson,  Udree,  Vance 
of  Ohio,  Van  Wyck,  Vinton,  Wayne,  Whipple,  Whit- 
man, WhitUesey,  White,  WicklifTe,  Williams  of  New 
York.  Jamea  Wilaon,  Wilson  of  Ohio,  Wood,  Wooda, 
and  Wright— 110. 

Niia — Meaara.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Al- 
len of  Tenneasee,  Archer,  P.  P.  Barbour,  J.  S.  Bar- 
bour, Bartlett,  Breck.  Brent,  Burleigh,  Burton,  Cam- 
breleng,  Campbell  of  South  Carohna,  Carter,  Cary, 
Cobb,  Conner,  Crowninshield,  Culpeper,  Cuahman, 
Culhbert,  Day,  Dwinell,  Forsyth,  Frost,  Gallin,  Gist, 
Govan,  Hall,  Hamilton,  Hayden,  Herrick,  Hobart, 
Hooks,  Lee,  Lincoln,  Livermore,  Livingston,  Locke, 
Long,  Longfellow,  McCoy,  McDuflie,  McKee,  Man- 
gam,  Mercer,  Neale,  Nelson,  Newton,  Owen,  Plumer 
of  New  Hampshire,  Poinsett,  Rankin,  Reed,  Rt-ynolds, 
Scott,  Sibley,  Arthur  Smith,  A  lexander  Smyth,  Spaight, 
A.  Stevenson,  J.  Stepbenaon,  Taliaferro,  Tattnall, 
Thompson  of  Georgia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina, 
Vanc«  of  North  Carolina,  Warfield,  Webster,  Wil- 
liama  of  Virginia,  Williama  of  North  Carolina,  and 
Wilson  of  South  Carolina — 72. 

The  House,  accordingly,  went  into  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  Mr.  Tay- 
lor in  the  Chair. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  were 
about  to  be  read  by  the  Clerk,  when  an  inquiry 
was  made  whether  those  amendments  could  be 
present,  when  they  had  been  ordered  to  be  printed  ? 
On  this  subject  a  desultory  conversation  arose,  in 
which  much  excitement  was  evinced.  Messr?. 
CuTHBERT,  Webster,  A.  Stevenson,  Cambre- 
LENG,  Metcalfe,  McDcffie,  Clay,  Too,  and 
Hamilton,  took  part  in  this  conversation.  When 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate  were  all  read — 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  thinking  it  due  to  the 
House  that  it  should  have  the  amendments  before 
it  in  a  printed  form,  and  having  ascertained  that 
this  could  be  effected  by  to-morrow  morning, 
moved  that  the  Committee  rise. 

The  motion  was  carried — ayes  97,  noes  91. 

Mr.  Campbell  moved  for  printing  the  bill  and 
amendments;  on  which  a  desultory  debate  took 
place  between  Messrs.  Campbell,  Foot  of  Con- 
necticut, McArthur,  Rankin,  Wright,  Hamil- 
ton, Taylor,  and  Clarke  j  aad  it  was  finally 
ordered. 


Saturday,  May  15. 

Mr.  Harvey,  from  the  Committee  on  Naral 
Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  es- 
tablishing naval  hospitals,"  reported  the  same 
with  an  amendment,  and  the  bill  was  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Vinton,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  which  was  referred  a  memorial  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  upon 
the  subject  of  the  lands  set  apart  for  the  purposes 
of  public  schools,  made  a  report  thereon,  accom- 
panied by  a  bill  to  authorize  the  Legislature  of 
said  State  to  sell  and  convev  certain  tracts  of 
land,  granted  to  said  Slate  lor  the  use  thereof ; 
which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  A.  Stevenson, 

Resolved,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  be  directed 
to  cause  to  be  prepared  a  general  index  to  ihe  latest 
edition  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  from  the 
commencement  of  the  preaent  form  of  Government, 
as  well  as  the  treaties  with  foreign  nations  and  the 
Indian  tribes  ;  in  which  shall  be  specified  the  year  in 
which  each  law  or  treaty  was  passed  or  concluded, 
as  well  as  the  volume,  and  page  of  the  volume,  in 
which  it  will  be  found ;  and  to  cause  the  said  index 
to  be  printed,  and  a  copy  thereof,  in  a  bound  form,  to 
be  delivered  to  each  member  of  Congress,  at  the  next 
session. 

Ordered^  That  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  to 
revive  and  continue  in  force,  the  first,  second, 
third,  fourth,  fifth,  and  seventh  sections  of  the  act, 
entitled  "An  act  further  to  provide  for  the  collec- 
tion of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,"  passed 
the  3d  of  March,  1815,  be  postponed  until  Mon- 
day next. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  they  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  :  An  act  for 
the  relief  of  the  representatives  of  Samuel  Miras, 
deceased,  with  an  amendment ;  in  which  the  Sen- 
ate ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House.  The  Sen- 
ate have  also  passed  bills  of  the  following  titles, 
viz:  An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  H.  Howland, 
of  New  York  ;  an  act  to  permit  Anna  Dubord  to 
bring  certain  slaves  into  the  State  of  Louisiana  ; 
an  act  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of 
John  Donnelson,  Stephen  Hurd,  and  others ;  an 
act  authorizing  an  examination  and  survey  of  the 
harbor  of  Charleston,  in  South  Carolina ;  of  Saint 
Mary's,  in  Georgia  ;  and  of  the  coast  of  Florida, 
and  for  other  purposes ;  in  which  four  bills  last 
mentioned,  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this 
House. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  the  House  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  and  took  into  consideration  the  bill  for 
amending  the  several  arts  laying  duties  on  im- 
ports, with  the  Senate's  amendments  thereto. 

The  first  amendmeat  having  beea  read,  as  fol- 
lows: 

"  First  On  Raaaia,  Hollands,  and  Ravens  duck, 
osnaburga,  barlapa,  and  ticklenburga,  a  duty  of  fiAeen 
per  centum  ad  valorem." 
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Mr.  Tod  moved  to  strike  out  "  Russia,  Hol- 
lands, and  Ravens,''  and  insert  "sail,'' so  as  to 
read  "oa  sail  duck." 

This  amendmeDt  was  advocated  by  Mr.  Mc- 
KiM,  aod  agreed  to. 

The  second  amendment  having  been  read,  as 
follows : 

**  Except  wortted-gtaff  goods  and  biankeU,  which 
sh.ill  pay  twenty-five  per  centum  ad  Talorem." 

It  was  agreed  to. 

The  third  amendment  having  been  read,  viz : 
To  strike  out,  "  until  the  thirteenth  June,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-six,  and  after 
that  time  a  duty  of  thirty-seven  and  a  half  per  centum 
ad  valorem;"  and  insert,  "  Frotided,  That,  on  ail 
manufactures  of  wool,  or  of  which  wool  shall  be  s 
component  part,  the  actual  value  of  which,  at  the 
place  whence  imported,  shall  not  exceed  thirty-three 
and  a  third  cents  per  square  yard,  shall  be  charged 
with  a  duly  of  twenty-five  per  centum  ad  valo- 
rem"— 

Mr.  Too  opposed  this  amendment,  as  holding 
out  a  strong  temptation  to  the  importer  to  under- 
value his  goods,  (an  evil  already  complained  of.) 

Mr.  Webster  proposed  to  amend  this  proviso, 
by  making  a  distinction  in  the  goods  to  which 
it  applies  between  those  made  in  this  country 
and  others — and  he  moved  the  following  amend- 
ments : 

First.  To  strike  out  the  words,  '«  or  of  which  wool 
•ball  be  a  component  part." 

Second.  To  insert,  after  the  word,  "  except  baises 
and  flannels,"  bo  as  to  make  it  read,  ♦'  Provided, 
That,  on  all  manufactures  of  wool,  except  baizes  and 
flannels,  the  actuitl  value  of  which,  at  the  place  whence 
imported,  shall  not  exceed  thirty-three  and  a  third 
cenU  per  square  yard,  shall  be  charged  with  a  duty 
of  twenty-five  per  centum  ad  valorem." 

Mr.  Ingham,  although  preferring  this  proposi- 
tion to  the  Senate's  amendment,  objected  to  it  as 
operating  against  an  important  manufacture  now 
much  and  increasingly  used  in  this  country  for 
negro  cloths,  and  which  was  made  of  woollen  and 
cottons. 

The  question  being  taken,  the  amendment  was 
adopted. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  proviso,  as 
thus  amended,  a  desultory  debate  arose  between 
Messrs.  Ingham,  Marvin,  Cambreleng,  Poin- 
sett, Mallary,  Wright,  McDiffie,  Tod.  A. 
Stevenson,  Cobb,  Sharpe,  Warfield,  For- 
syth, Mwicer,  Hamilton,  and  Webster,  in  re- 
lation to  the  fact  of  the  use  of  this  kind  of  mixed 
goods  for  negro  cloths,  their  relative  quality,  cheap- 
ness, and  warmth — m  comparison  to  cloths  made 
wholly  of  wool— the  probability  of  fraud  in  the 
invoices — the  exclusive  operation  of  the  tax  on 
the  Southern  States— the  effect  upon  the  health 
of  the  slaves,  dec. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  proviso,  as 
amended,  it  was  rejected— ayes  83,  noes  85. 

So  the  Committee  refused  to  insert  the  Senate's 
proviso  to  the  first  section  of  the  bill. 

The  fourth  amendment,  which  is  to  strike  out 
the  word  "silk  "  from  those  on  which  25  per  cent. 


ad  valorem  is  charged — and  the  insertion  of  the 
following  words:  "and  on  all  manufactures  of 
'  silk,  or  of  which  silk  shall  be  a  component  ma- 
'  terial,  coming  from  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good 
'  Hope,  a  duty  of  25  per  centum  ad  valorem,  on 
'  all  other  manufactures  of  silk,  or  of  which  silk 
'■  shall  be  a  component  material,  25  per  centum  ad 
'  val9rem  "  also. 

The  fifth  amendment,  which  is  to  decrease  the 
minimum  on  cotton  goods  from  35  to  30  cents  per 
square  yard  ;  also. 

The  sixth  amendment,  which  is  to  strike  out 
only  so  much  of  the  prospective  duty  on  wool  as 
increases  that  duty  by  an  annual  addition  of  5  per 
cent,  from  30  per  cent,  until  it  shall  reach  50  per 
cent.;  also. 

The  eighth  amendment,  which  strikes  out  the 
duty  on  ''Venetian  "  carpeting  ;  were  respectively 
agreed  to. 

The  ninth  amendment,  which  is  to  strike  out 
"  two  cents  per  pound,"  as  the  duty  on  hemp,  and 
substitute  "  thirty-five  dollars  per  ton,"  having 
been  read — 

Mr.  Tod  moved  to  insert  before  the  words 
"  thirty-five  dollar*,"  the  words  '•  at  the  rate  of," 
which  was  agreed  to. 

The  tenth  amendment,  which  is  to  strike  out 
the  words  "  On  flax  three  cents  per  pound,"  was 
agreed  to. 

The  eleventh  amendment,  is  to  strike  out  the 
following  clause  :  "  On  cotton  bagging,  four  and  a 
'  half  cents  per  square  yard,  until  the  30th  day  of 
'  June,  1825 ;  and,  afterwards,  a  duty  of  five  and 
'  a  half  cents  per  .«-quare  yard." 

Mr.  Clay  requested  a  division  of  the  question. 
It  was  divided  accordingly  ;  and,  the  question  first 
being  on  agreeing  to  strike  out  the  first  clause, 
viz  :  *'  On  cotton  bagging,  four  and  a  half  cents 
per  square  yard,"  it  was  negatived — yeas  76, 
nays  99. 

So  the  Committee  refused  to  concur  with  the 
Senate's  amendment  to  the  first  part  of  this  clause. 
The  question   then    being   put   on  striking  out 
the  remainder,  it  was  agreed  to  without  opposi- 
tion. 

The  twelfth  amendment,  which  is  to  change 
the  specific  duties  on  cutting  knives,  scythes,  sick- 
les, reaping  hooks,  spades,  and  shovels  of  iron  or 
steel,  to  an  ad  valorem  duty  of  30  per  cent.; 

The  thirteenth  amendment,  which  changes  the 
specific  duly  on  iron  screws,  and  on  screws  of 
iron  for  wood,  called  wood  screws,  to  30  per  cen- 
tum ad  valorem  ; 

The  fourteenth  amendment,  which  is  to  strike 
out  the  duty  on  frying-pans; 

The  fifteenth,  changing  the  specific  duty  on 
vessels  of  copper,  to  an  ad  valorem  duty  of  35  per 
cent ; 

The  sixteenth,  which  changes  the  specific  duty 
on  quills,  to  an  ad  valorem  duty  of  25  per  cent ; 

The  seventeenth,  which  changes  the  specific 
duty  on  slates  and  tiles  for  building,  to  ad  an 
valorem  duty  of  25  per  cent ; 

The  eighteenth,  which  changes  the  specific  duty 
on  black  lead  pencils,  to  an  ad  valorem  duty  of 
40  per  cent ; 
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The  nineteenth,  which  strikes  out  the  duty  on  1 
tallow ;  I 

The  twentieth,  which  inserts  a  duty  on  oats,  of, 
ten  cents  per  bushel  ;  j 

The  twenty-first,  which  inserts  a   du»v  on  pru- 
nelle  and   other  shoes  or  slippers  of  stu^  or  nan- 1 
keen,  25  cents  per  pair,  and   on   laced   boots  or  ! 
bootees,  one  dollar  fifty  cents  piT  pair  ;  ; 

The  twenty-second,  which  strilcts  out  the  duty  ' 
on  pepper,  pimento,  cassia,  cocoa  ;  j 

The  twenty-third,  which  inserts  a  duty  on  gin-  ! 
ger  of  two  cents  per  pound  ;  j 

The  twenty-fourth,  which  strikes  out  the  duty  on 
filberts,  pine  apples,  oranges,  lemons,  and  limes  ;    ( 

The  twenty-fifth,  which  inserts  the  "  highest  i 
rate  of  duties  "  in  place  of  the  word  ''  same,"  on  ! 
all  window  glass,  imported  in  plates,  uncut ;  ' 

The  twenty-sixth,  which  strikes  out  the  duty  on  ' 
glass  beads  ;  | 

The  twenty-seventh,  which  inserts  in  the  clause  ^ 
laying  a  duty  on   books  the  following  ;  "  except  ! 

*  books  printed  in  Latin  or  Greek  ;  on  all  books 
'  printed  in  Latin  or  Greek,  when  bound,  fifteen 
'  cents  per  pound  ;  when  not  bound,  thirteen  cents 

*  per  pound ; 

The  twenty-eighth,  and  twenty-ninth,  which 
reduce  the  duty  on  other  books,  when  bound,  from 
37  to  30  cents  per  pound,  and,  when  in  sheets  or 
boards,  from  33  to  26  cents  per  pound  ; 

The  thirtieth,  which  changes  12^  per  cent,  ad 
valorem  to  7^  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  as  the  rate 
now  paid,  on  which  an  additional  duty  of  12^  per 
cent,  is  to  be  laid,  and  adding  certain  words,  so  as 
to  make  the  whole  clause  read  :  "  A  duty  of  12^ 
'  per  centum  ad  valorem  on  all  articles  not  herein 
'  specified,  and  now  paying  a  duty  of '  seven  '  and 
'  a  half  per  centum  ad  valorem  ;  '  with  the  excep- 
'  tion  of  patent  adhesive  felt,  for  covering  ships' 
'  bottoms,  which  shall  be  admitted  free  of  duty, 
'  until  June  30th,  1826;"- 

And  the  thirty-first,  which  strikes  out  the  duty 
on  alK foreign  distilled  spirits;  were  respectively 
agreed  to. 

The  thirty-second  amendment,  which  is  to 
strike  out  the  4th  section  of  the  bill  being  read- 
Mr.  Webster  moved  to  concur  in  so  much  of 
the  Senate's  amendment  as  strikes  out  the  allow- 
ance of  drawback  "on  nankeens,"  and  the  words 
"  imported  in  American  vessels  from  beyond  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope."     Agreed  to. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  agreeing  to 
strike  out  the  residue  of  the  4lh  section- 
Messrs.  Clay,  Tomlinson,  and  Rich,  advo- 
cated striking  out  the  whole  section,  not  on  its 
principle,  but  as  objecting  to  a  disagreement  with 
the  Senate  on  a  matter  of  this  kind— and,  also, 
apprehending  frauds  on  the  revenue.  Messrs. 
Poinsett,  Livingston,  Mercer,  and  Cambre- 
leng, opposed  the  striking  out. 

The  question  on  striking  out  the  residue  of  the 

section,  was   decided  in    the   negative ayes  74 

noes  79.  ' 

So  the  section,  as  amended,  was  retained. 
The  thirty-third  amendment,  which  is  to  strike 
out  the  fifth  section  of  the  bill  was  agreed  to  with- 
out objection. 

18th  Con.  Isi  Sess.— S3 


The  Committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the  bill 
to  the  House.  The  question  was  taken  on  the 
several  amendments,  as  reported  by  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  and  agreed  to,  with  the  follow- 
ing exception  : 

On  agreeing  to  the  proviso,  in  the  first  section, 
in  relation  to  woollens  under  33J  cents,  excepting 
baizes  and  flannels,  the  question  was  taken,  and 
decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas  97,  nays  96,  as 
follows : 

Yk  AS— Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Allea 
of  MaMarhusetlg,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Archer,  P.  P. 
Barbour.  Bartlett,  Blair,  Brack,  Brent,  Burleigh,  Bur^ 
ton,  Cambreleng,  Campbell  of  South  Carolina,  Carter, 
Cary,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Conner,  Crowninshield,  Cui- 
peper,  Cushman,  Cuthbert,  Day,  Dwinell,  Edward* 
of  North  Carolina,  Foote  of  New  York,  Forsyth,  Frost, 
Garnett,  Uatlin,  Gist.  Govan,  Gurley,  Hall,  HamiltoD, 
Hayden,  Hay  ward,  Herrick,  Hobart,  Houston,  Isacks, 
Kent,  Lee,  Leftwich,  Lincoln,  Litchfield,  Livermore, 
Livingston,  Locke,  Long,  Longfellow,  McCoy,  McDuf- 
fie,  McKee,  McKiin,  Mangum,  Mercer,  Mitchell  of 
Maryland.  Moore  of  Alabama,  Morgan,  Neale,  Nelson, 
Newton,  Owen,  Plumer  of  New  Hampshire,  Poinsett, 
Rankin,  Reed.  Reynolds,  Richards,  Rives,  Hose,  Saun- 
ders, Sandford,  Sibley,  .\rthur  Smith,  Alexander 
Smyth,  William  Smith,  Spaigbt,  Spence,  Standefer, 
.K.  Stevenson,  J.  Stephenson,  Taliaferro,  Tattnall, 
Thompson  of  (leorgia,  Thompson  of  Kentucky,  Tuc- 
ker of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Vance  of 
North  Carolina,  Warfield,  Webster,  Williams  of  New 
York,  Williams  of  Virginia,  Williams  of  North  Caro- 
lina, and  Wilson  of  South  Carolina. 

Nats — MeBBr:*.  Adams,  Alexander  of  Tennessee, 
Allison,  Baylies,  Barber  of  Connecticut,  Bartley,  Bee- 
cher,  Bradley,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Buck,  Buckner, 
Cady,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Cassedy,  Collins,  Condict, 
Cook,  CralU,  Craig,  Durfee.  Dwight,  Eaton.  Eddj, 
Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Ellis,  Farrelly,.  Findiay, 
Foot  of  Connecticut,  Forward,  Garriiion,  Harris,  Har- 
vey, Hemphill,  Henry,  Herkimer,  Hogeboom,  Ingham, 
Jenkins,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  J.  T.  Johnson,  F.  John- 
son, Kidder,  Kremer,  Lawrence,  Letcher,  Little,  Mc- 
.\rthur,  McKean,  McLane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of 
Ohio,  Mallary,  Markley,  Martindale,  Marvin,  Matlack, 
Matson,  Metcalfe,  Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania,  Moore  of 
Kentucky,  Patterson  of  Pennsylvania,  Patterson  of 
Ohio,  Plumer  of  Pennsylvania,  Prince,  Rich,  Ross, 
Scott,  Sharpe,  Sloane,  Sterling,  Stewart,  Stoddard, 
Strong,  Swan.  Taylor,  Ten  Eyck,  Test,  Tod,  Tomlin- 
Bon,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Tyson,  Udree,  Vance  of  Ohio, 
Van  Wyck,  Vinton,  Wayne,  Whipple,  Whitman, 
Whittlesey,  White,  WickUtTe,  James  Wilson,  Wood, 
Woods,  and  Wright. 

The  Speaker  voting  in  the  negative,  produced 
an  equality  of  votes,  which  amounted  to  a  rejec- 
tion of  the  motion.  So  the  House  refused  to 
concur  with  the  amendment  of  the  Senate,  which 
inserts  the  proviso. 

After  the  vote  agreeing  to  a  duty  of  4^  cents 
on  cotton  bagging  had  passed  the  House,  Mr. 
Mercer  objected  to  the  term  "cotton  bagging," 
as  equivocal,  dnd  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  of 
concurrence.  And  the  vote  being  reconsidered, 
after  a  prolonged  and  animated  debate,  the  ques- 
tion on  concurring  with  the  Senate,  in  the  first 
clause  of  the  amendment,  which  strikes  out  the 
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duty  on  cotton  bagging,  was  decided  in  the  nega- 
tire — aye5  82,  nays  108.  as  follows  : 

YiAi — MeMrt.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Ar- 
cher, P.  P.  Barbour,  J.  S.  Birbour,  Barllett,  Brent, 
Buck,  Burleigh,  Burton,  Canibreleng,  Campbell  of 
South  Carolina,  Carter,  Cary,  Cobb,  Conner,  Crown- 
ioabield,  Culpeper,  Cusbnian,  Culbbert,  Day,  Dwi- 
nell,  Edwards  ot  Nort^  Carolina,  Foot  of  Connecticut, 
Foote  of  New  York,  Forsyth,  Uarnetl,  Gatlin,  Giat, 
Gnvan,  Gurley,  Hall,  Hamilton,  Hayward,  Herrick, 
Hobart,  Hogeboom.  Kent,  Leftwich,  LitrhfjelJ,  Liver- 
more,  LiTingston,  Locke,  Long,  Longfellow,  McCoy, 
McDufiie,  McKee,  McKim,  McLane  of  Delaware, 
Mangum,  Mercer.  Moore  of  Alabama,  Neale,  Nelson, 
Newton,  Owen,  Plumer  of  New  Hampshire,  Poinsett, 
Rankin,  Reed,  Rivea,  Saunders,  Sandford,  Arthur 
Smith,  Alexander  Smyth,  Wdliam  Smith,  Spaight, 
Spence,  A.  Stevenson,  J.  Stephenson,  Taliaferro, 
Tattnall,  Thompson  of  Georgia,  Tucker  of  Virginia, 
Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  WarfielJ,  Webster, 
Williams  of  New  York,  Williams  of  Virginia, 
Williams  of  North  Carolina,  and  Wilson  of  South 
Carolina. 

Naxs — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander  of  Tennessee, 
Allen  of  Tennessee,  Allison,  Baylies,  Barber  of  Con- 
necticut, Bartley,  Beecher,  Blair,  Bradley,  Brown, 
Buchanan,  Buckner,  Cady,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Cas- 
•edy,  Cocke,  Collins,  Condict,  Cook,  Crafts,  Craig, 
Durfec,  Dwight,  Eaton,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania, 
Ellis,  Farrelly,  Findlay,  Forward,  Frost,  Garrison, 
Harris,  Harvey,  Hayden,  Hemphill,  Henry,  Herkimer, 
Holcombc,  Houston,  Ingham,  Isacks,  Jenkins,  Jen- 
nings. Johnson  of  Virginia,  J.  T.  Johnson,  F.  John- 
son, Kremer,  Lawrence,  Letcher,  Lincoln,  Little,  Mt- 
Arthur,  McKean,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Mallary,  Markley, 
Martindale,  Marvin,  Mallack,  Malson,  Metcalfe,  Mitch- 
ell of  Pennsylvania,  Mitchell  of  Maryland,  Moore  of 
Kentucky,  Morgan,  Patterson  of  Pennsylvania,  Pat- 
terson of  Ohift,  Plumer  of  Pennsylvania,  Prince,  Rey- 
nolds, Richards.  Rich,  Rose,  Ross,  Scott,  Sharp*, 
Sloane,  Standefer,  Sterling,  Stewart,  Stoddard,  Strong, 
Swan,  Taylor,  Ten  Eyck,  Test,  Thompson  of  Ken- 
tacky.  Tod,  Tomlinson,  Tracy.  Trimble,  Tyson, 
Udre«,  Vance  of  Ohio,  Van  Wyck.  Vinton,  Wayne, 
Whipple,  Whitman,  Whittlesey,  White,  Wickliffe, 
James  Wilson,  Wilson  of  Ohio,  Wood,  Woods,  and 
Wright. 

The  House  then  agreed  to  the  said  amendment, 
to  wit:  to  strike  out  these  words  "until  the  30th 
June,  1825;  and  afterwards  a  duty  of  5^  cents 
per  square  yard." 

Other  amendments  were  then  concurred  in; 
and  the  question  arose  to  concur  in  that  which 
proposes  to  strike  out  the  following  item,  viz: 

."On  all  foreign  distilled  spirits,  fifteen  per 
centum  upon  the  duties  now  imposed  by  law,  and 
in  addition  thereto." 

And  being  put,  it  passed  in  the  affirraatirc 

yeas  107,  nays  84,  as  follows: 

YxAB— Messrs.  Abbot.  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Allen 
of  Maaaachusetfs,  Archer,  Baylies.  Barber  of  Connec- 
ticut, P.  P.  Barbour,  Barllett,  Bradley,  Buck,  Bur- 
leigh, Burton,  Camhrtleng,  Campbell  of  South  Caro- 
lina, Carter,  Cary,  Caasedy,  Collins  Crafts,  Craig, 
Crowninshi^ld,  Cushman,  Cuthberl,  Day,  Durfee, 
Dwight,  Eaton,  Eddy.  Edwarda  of  Pennsyl'vania.  Ed- 
wards of  North  Carolina,  Foot  of  Connecticut,  Fiiole 
of  New  York,   Forward,  Frost,  Garnett,  Gatlin,  Gist, 


GovNn,  Hall,  Hamilton,  Harria,  Hanr«y,  Hayden, 
Hayward,  Hemphill,  Herrick,  Hobart,  Hogoboom, 
Holcoinbe.  Hooks,  Ingham,  Jenkins,  Kent,  Lawrence, 
Lincoln,  Litchlield,  Livermore.  Locke,  Longfellow, 
McArtbur,  McDuflie,  McKee,  McKim,  Mallary,  Mar- 
tindale, Marvin,  Matson,  Mercer,  Moore  of  Alabama, 
Morgan,  Neale,  Nelson.  Newton,  Owen,  Patterson  of 
Ohio,  Plumer  of  New  Hampshire,  Poinsett,  Kankin, 
Reed.  Rich,  Rives,  Sharpe,  Sloane,  Spaight,  Spence, 
Sterling,  A.  Stevenson,  J.  Stephenson,  Stoddard, 
Strong,  Tattnall,  Taylor,  Ten  Eyck,  Tod,  Tomlinaon, 
Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Ty- 
son, Udree,  Vinton,  Webster,  Whipple,  Whittlesey, 
Williams  of  North  Carolina,  Wood,  Woods,  and 
Wright. 

Nats — Mears.  Adams,  Alexander  of  Tennessee, 
Allen  of  Tennessee,  Allison,  J.  S.  Barbour,  Bartley, 
Beecher,  Blair.  Brent,  Brown,  Buchanan.  Buckner, 
Cady,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Condict,  Con- 
ner, Cook,  Dwinell,  Farrelly,  Findlay,  Forsyth,  Gar- 
riaon,  Gurley,  Henry,  Houaton,  Isacks,  Jennings, 
Johnson  of  Virginia,  J.  T.  Johnson.  F.  Johnson, 
Kidder,  Kremer,  Lee,  Leftwich,  Letcher,  Little,  Liv- 
ingston, Long,  McCoy,  McKean,  McLeaa  of  Ohio, 
.Mangum,  Markley,  Matlack,  Metcalfe,  Mitchell  of 
Pennsylvania,  Mitchell  of  Maryland,  Moore  of  Ken- 
tucky, Patteraoa  of  Pennsylvania.  Plumer  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Prince,  Reynolds,  Richards,  Rose,  Ross, 
Saunders,  Sandford,  Scott,  Arthur  Smith,  Alexander 
Smyth.  William  Smith,  Standefer,  Stewart,  Swan, 
Tesl,  'i'hompion  of  Georgia,  Thompson  of  Kentucky, 
Tracy,  Trimble,  Vance  of  North  Carolina,  Vance  of 
Ohio,  Van  Wyck.  Warfield,  Wayne,  Whitman,  White, 
WicklifTe,  Williama  of  New  York,  Williams  of  Vir- 
ginia, James  Wilson,  Wilson  of  South  Carolina,  and 
Wilson  of  Ohio. 

The  residue  of  the  said  amendments  of  the 
Senate  were  then  agreed  to  by  the  House,  with 
an  amendment  to  that  which  proposes  to  strike 
out  the  fourth  section  of  the  bill. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Moore,  of 
Kentucky,  that  the  House  do  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  it  disagreed  to  so  much  of  the  third 
amendment  of  the  Senate  as  proposes  ta  insert  a 
proviso  in  said  bill,  sub^sequently  amended  in  this 
House,  to  read  as  follows : 

Prorided,  That  on  all  manufactures  of  wool,  except 
baizes  and  flannels,  the  actual  value  of  which  at  the 
place  whence  imported  shall  not  exceed  33^  cents  per 
square  yard,  ahall  be  charged  with  a  duty  of  25  per 
centum  ad  valorem. 

And  the  question  being  put  to  reconsider  said 
vote,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  94, 
nays  100,  as  follow.*: 

YiAa— Measrs.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Alex- 
ander of  Tennessee,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Archer, 
P.  P.  Barbour,  J.  S.  Barbour,  Bartlelt,  Blair,  Brent, 
Buckner,  Burleigh,  Barton.  Cambreleng,  Campbell  of 
South  Carolina,  Carter,  Cary,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Conner, 
Crowninshield,  Co>«braan,  Cuthbert,  Day,  Dwinell, 
E.lwards  of  North  Carolina,  Foote  of  New  Yerk, 
Forsyth,  Frosr.  Garnett,  Gatlin,  Gist,  Govan,  Gurley, 
Hsil,  Hamilton,  Hayward,  Herrick,  Hooks,  Houston, 
Isacks.  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kent,  Kidder,  Lee.  Left- 
wich, Lincoln, Litchfield,  Livermore,  Livingnton,  Locke, 
Long,  Longfellow,  McCoy,  McDuffie,  McKee,  .McKim, 
Mangum,  Mercer,  Moore  of  Kentucky,  Moore  of  Ala- 
bama, Morgan,  Neale,  Nelson,  Newton,  Owen,   Plu- 
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reer  of  New  Hampshire,  Poinsett,  Rankin,  Reed, 
Rives,  Saunders,  Sandford,  Sibley,  Arthur  Smith,  Al- 
exander Smjfth,  William  Smith,  Spaight,  Spence, Stan- 
defer, A.  Stevenson,  James  Stephenson,  Taliaferro, 
Tattnall,  Thompson  of  Georgia,  Thompson  of  Ken- 
tucky, Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Caro- 
lina, Vance  of  North  Carolina,  Warfield,  Webster, 
Williams  of  Virginia,  Williams  of  North  Carolina, 
and  Wilson  of  South  Carolina. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Allison,  Baylies,  Barber 
of  Conneclitut,  Bartley,  Beecher,  Bradley,  Brown, 
Buchanan,  Buck,  Cady,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Cassedy, 
Collins,  Condict,  Cook,  Crafts.Craig,  Durfee.  Dwight, 
Eaton,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Ellis,  Far- 
relly, Findlay,  Foot  of  C;innecticut,  Forward,  Gar- 
rison, Harris,  Harvey,  Hayden,  Hemphill,  Henry, 
Herkimer,  Hobart,  Hogeboom,  Holcombe,  Ingham, 
Jenkins,  Jennings,  J.  T.  Johnson,  F.  Johnson,  Kre- 
mer, Lawrence,  Letcher,  Little,  McArthur,  McKean, 
McLane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Mallary, 
Markley,  Martindale,  Marvin,  Matlack,  Matson,  Met- 
calfe, Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania,  Mitchell  of  Mary- 
land, Pattemoa  of  Pennsylvania,  Patterson  of  Ohio, 
Plumer  of  Pennsylvania,  Reynolds,  Richards,  Rich, 
Rose,  Ross,  Scott,  Sharpe,  Sloane,  Sterling,  Stew- 
art, Stoddard,  Strong,  Swan,  Taylor,  Ten  Eyck.  Test, 
Tod,  Tomlinson,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Tyaon,  Udree,  Vance 
of  Ohio,  Van  Wyck,  Vinton.  Wayne,  Whipple, 
Whitman,  Whittlesey,  WicklifTe.  Williams  of  New 
York.  James  Wilson,  Wilson  of  Ohio,  Wood,  Woods, 
and  Wright. 

The  Clerk  was  then  directed  to  acquaint  the 
Senate  of  the  decision  of  this  House  on  their  said 
amendments. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  Joseph  Mims,  deceased,"  was  read, 
and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 


Monday,  May  17. 

The  Speaker  presented  a  memorial  purporting 
to  be  from  Louis  Charles,  Due  de  Navarre,  Dau- 
phin de  France,  dec,  representing  hira.^elf  to  be 
the  legitimate  heir  to  tne  French  Throne,  and 
praying  the  friendly  interference  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  Stales  in  his  behalf. — Laid  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  to  which  was  referred 
the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  relative 
to  the  Patent  Office,  and  to  the  salary  of  the  Su- 
perintendent thereof,"  reported  the  same  without  | 
amendment,  and  it  was  committed  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Webster,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, reported  a  bill  "to  regulate  the  mode  of 
practice  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States  for  the 
district  of  Louisiana;"  which  was  twice  read, 
and  committed. 

Mr.  Hemphill,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals,  to  which  was  referred  a  memorial  of 
the  Navigation  Company  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
necting the  waters  of  the  Tennessee  with  those  of 
the  Alabama;  as  also,  a  resolution,  insiructine 
them  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 


provision  for  connecting  the  waters  of  the  Coosa 
and  Tennessee  riverS;  made  a  report  thereon; 
which  was  ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

Bills  from  the  Senate  of  the  following  title*, 
viz: 

1st.  An  act  to  permit  Anna  Dubord  to  bring 
certain  slaves  into  the  State  of  Louisiana  ; 

2d.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives 
of  John  Donnelson,  Stephen  Hurd,  and  others; 

3d.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  H.  Howlaod, 
of  New  York ; 

4th.  An  acl  authorizing  an  examination  and 
survey  of  the  harbor  of  Charleston,  in  South  Car- 
olina ;  of  St.  Mary's,  in  Georgia;  and  of  the  coast 
of  Florida,  and  for  other  purposes,  were  read  the 
first  and  second  time,  and  referred  ;  the  1st,  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary  ;  the  2d,  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Public  Lands;  the  3d,  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means;  and  the  4lh,  to  the 
Committee  of  Commerce. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  establishment  of  cer- 
tain lighthouses,  which  had  been  discussed  on 
Saturday,  was  again  taken  up.  The  discussion 
on  the  proper  point  on  the  South  shore  of  Lake 
Erie,  for  the  erection  of  a  lighthouse,  was  resumed. 

Mr.  Bartley,  Mr.  Newton,  Mr.  Taylor  of 
New  York,  Mr.  Tomlinson,  Mr.  McArthor, 
and  Mr.   Whittlesey,  engaged   in  the  debate. 

An  amendment,  offered  by  Mr.  Bartlbt, 
which  proposes  to  erect  a  lighthouse  at  the  mouth 
of  Cayahoga  river,  (Cleveland,)  was  rejected — 
ayes  58,  noes  66. 

Mr.  Bartley  then  offered  an  amendment,  to 
strike  out  the  words  "Grand  river,"  and  insert 
"  the  most  proper  place  on  the  South  shore  of 
Lake  Erie." 

This  amendment  was  also  rejected;  and  then 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

Mr.  Conner  called  for  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  fixing  a  day  of  adjournment.  The 
House  refused  to  consider  it — ayes  73,  noes  75. 

Mr.  Tucker,  of  Virginia,  moved  the  following 
resolution,  which  he  supported  by  a  short  speech  : 

**  Resolved,  That  the  petition  of  Eagenie  Amelie 
Beaumarchais  de  la  Rue  be  referred  to  the  Preaideot 
of  the  United  States ;  that  be  be  requeated  to  cauee 
the  same  to  be  considered  in  the  pending  negotiatiooe 
with  the  French  Government,  relating  to  the  claims 
of  American  citizens,  for  property  illegally  seized  and 
confiscated  ;  and  if  found  to  be  just,  then,  and  in  that 
case,  to  be  allowed  in  the  final  adjastment  of  the 
aforesaid  claims." 

The  House  refused  now  to  consider  this  resolu- 
tion by  a  small  majority. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McArthur,  the  Hoase  took 
np  for  consideration  the  report  of  the  Committee 
ot  Roads  and  Canals,  in  favor  of  the  claim  of 
Moses  Shepherd. 

Mr.  Beecher  explained  the  principles  of  the 
report.  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Virginia,  advocated 
the  claim;  and  the  resolution  recommended  in 
the  report  was  adopted,  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  make  up  the  account  of  Moses  Shepherd 
for  the  work  done  on  the  Cumberland  road,  upon  the 
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phociplM  adopud  by  tb«  committee  in  their  report  on  |  the  relief  of  Alexander  Scolt,  late  Collector  of 
the  MiiJ  petiUoo;  and  if  he  •bould,  from  the  fact,  aad  Pensacola,"  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
evidence  known  to  him,  applicable  to  the  right,  of  the    '^  '^ 


peitiee,  differ  in  opinion  with  the  committee  in  part 
or  in  wholf ;  then,  in  that  event,  alsi)  state  the  ac- 
count ar  to  him  shall  appear  to  be  right  in  equitj  and 
jostice  the  contract  considered  ;  and  that  he  transmit 
the  same  to  this  House  at  the  beginning  of  the  next 
■easioQ  of  Congress,  with  all  the  evidence  and  docu- 
ments in  his  possession,  thst  he  may  deem  necessary 
to  a  fair  and  fall  investigation  of  the  claim  of  the 
petitioner. 

Mr.  Forward  moved  that  the  House  take  up 
the  bill  "laying  duties  on  sales  at  auction."  The 
motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Forsyth  made  a  similar  motion  in  respect 
to  a  bill  "  to  extinguish  the  title  of  certain  In- 
dians to  lands  in  Georgia." — Negatived. 

Mr.  Call  moved  for  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  "granting  donations  of  land  to  certain  actual 
settlers  in  the  Territory  of  Florida  ;  "  from  which 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  was  discharged 
on  Saturday  last.  This  bill  was  then  read;  its 
principles  explained  by  Mr.  Rankin,  in  reply  to 
some  queries  and  objections  of  Mr.  McCoy.  Mr. 
Call  made  further  statements  in  explanation,  and 
the  bill  then  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  viz: 

An  act  to  revive  and  continue  in  force  the  first, 
second,  third,  fourth,  fifth,  and  seventh  sections  of 
the  act,  entitled  '-An  act  further  to  provide  for 
the  collection  of  dutits  on  imports  and  tonBa<'e," 
passed  the  3d  of  March,  1815;  '-An  act  to  author- 
ize the  building  of  lighthouses,  light-vessels,  and 
beacons,  therein  mentioned,  and  for  other  purpo- 
ses, were  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  concurred  in  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  this  House  to  the  first  and 
fourteenth  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  to  amend  the  several  acts  imposing  duties  on 
imports  ;"  they  insist  on  such  parts  of  their  third 
and  sixteenth  amendments  to  the  same  bill  as 
have  been  disagreed  to  by  tiiis  House,  and  they 
recede  from  such  parts  of  their  forty-eighth  amend- 
ment as  was  also  disagreed  to  by  thisllouse.  The 
Senate  adhere  to  their  amendment,  disagreed  to 
by  this  House,  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  con- 
cerning invalid  pensioners;"  they  have  agreed  to 
the  first  amendment  proposed  by  this  House  to 
the  bill  which  originated  in  the  Senate,  entitled 


Committee  on  Commerce. 

The  joint  "resolution  from  the  Senate,  to  au- 
thorize the  purchase  of  a  certain  number  of  the 
copies  of  the  Journals  of  Congress,  from  1774  to 
1788,"  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  Mr.  Tay- 
lor, Mr.  Vance,  of  Ohio,  Mr.  WiCKLirrE,  Mr. 
Wood,  and  Mr.  Alexander  Smyth. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  message 
from  the  Senate  informing  of  their  disagreement 
to  the  second  amendment  proposed  by  this  House 
to  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Dean  Weymouth:"  whereupon,  it 
was  resolved,  that  thi.s  House  do  recede  from  their 
said  second  amendment. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  message 
from  the  Senate  informing  of  their  adherence  to 
their  amendment  to  the  bill  of  this  House,  entitled 
"An  act  concerning  invalid  pensioners,"  disagreed 
to,  in  part,  by  this  House:  whereupon,  it  was  re- 
solved, that  this  House  do  recede  from  their  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment  of  the  Seaate  to  the  said 
bill,  and  that  they  do  agree  to  the  same. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  J.  Otlra- 
mare,"  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  S. 
Moffit,"  was  read,  and  also  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States  : 
To  the  House  of  Repreaentatives  of  the  United  States  .• 

I  herewith  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives 
a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  together  with 
the  proceedings  of  a  court  martial  lately  held  nt  Nor- 
folk, tor  the  trial  of  Lieutenant  Beverly  Kennon,  as 
requested  by  a  resolution  of  the  House,  bearing  date 
the  25th  of  April,  1824. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

The  Message  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  F.  Johnson  moved  that  the  House  take 
up  the  bill  "to  discontinue  certain  post  roads,  and 
to  establish  others."  Carried,  ayes  94. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  Mr.  CoNDicT  in  the  Chair,  on  that  bill. 
Much  discussion  took  place  on  the  details  of  the 
bill.  A  motion  was  made  to  strike  out  the  entire 
section,  which  provides  for  discontinuing  roads. 


"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Dean  Wevmout'h  •"  and  t!^!'°"'  ^'^'^"  provides  for  discontinuing  roads, 
have  disagreed  to  the  second  amendment 'to  the  I  f'^  any  decision  was  had  upon  it,  the  Com- 
laid  bill.     They  have  passed  bills  of  this  House  of   '^'"*'«  /°=^'  reported   progress,  and  had   leave  to 


They  have  passed 
the  following  titles,  viz:  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
J; ^Ifamare;  An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  S. 
Moffit;  with  amendments  to  each,  in  which  the 
Senate  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House  They 
have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Alexander  Scoit,  late  collector  of  Pensacola;'' 
and  a  joint  re.solution  to  authorize  the  purchase 
of  a  certain  number  of  the  copies  of  the  Journals 
of  Congress,  from  1774  to  1788;  in  which  bill 
and  resolution  the  Senate  ask  the  concurrence  of 
this  House. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for 


sit  again. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

The  message  received  from  the  Senate,  stated, 
among  other  particulars,  that  they  had  receded 
from  the  1st  and  14ih  amendments  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  the  bill  amending  the  several  acts  laying 
duties  on   imports,  viz:    that  which  strikes  out 

Russia,  Hollands,  and  Ravens"  duck,  and  sub- 
stitutes "sail"  duck  ;  and  that  which  inserts  "at 
the  rate  of"  before  the  duty  on  hemp  by  the  cwt., 
and  insisted  on  their  third  amendment  (which 
strikes  out  the  minimum  on  woollens  and  inseru 
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a  proviso  ;)  and  also  insisted  on  their  16ih  amend- 
ment, (which  strikes  out  the  duty  on  cotton 
baggiog.) 

Mr.  FoRSTTH  moved  that  the  House  recede 
from  its  disagreement  to  these  two  amendments 
of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Taylor  objected  to  this  motion,  and  pre- 
ferred that  a  conference  should  be  requested  be- 
tween committees  of  the  two  Houses. 

Mr.  Sloane  moved  for  a  call  of  the  House 
before  taking  the  question  of  Mr.  Forsyth's 
motion.     It  was  agreed  to — ayes  81,  noes  73. 

The  roll  was  called — when  farther  proceedings 
in  relation  to  the  call  were  dispensed  with. 

The  motion  to  recede  from  the  two  amend- 
ments was  divided;  and  the  question  being  first 
put  on  receding  from  the  disagreement  to  the 
amendment  with  relation  to  woollens — [the  effect 
of  receding  being  to  adopt  the  Senate's  amend- 
ment to  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  which  strikes 
out  the  words  "until  the  3()th  of  June,  1826,  and 
after  that  time  a  duly  of  37^  per  cent,  ad  vah- 
rem,-'  and  inserts  the  following  proviso:  '^Pro- 
vided, That,  on  all  manufactures  of  wool,  or  of 
which  wool  shall  be  a  component  part,  the  actual 
▼alue  of  which,  at  the  place  whence  imported, 
shall  not  exceed  33J  cents  per  square  yard,  shall 
be  charged  with  a  duty  of  25  per  centum  ad 
valorem."] 

The  question  on  receding  from  the  amendment 
was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Dwioht,  of  Massachusetts,  said  he  rose  to 
ask  the  indulgence  of  the  House  to  excuse  him 
from  voting  on  the  two  questions  of  disajrreemenl 
with  the  amendments  of  the  Senate an  indul- 
gence, he  said,  which  he  was^sure  the  House  would 
unanimously  grant,  when  they  understood  the 
grounds  upon  which  it  was  claimed.  An  honor- 
able friend  had  entertained,  in  common  with  him- 
self, and  almost  all  others,  an  opinion  that  the 
tariff  bill  would  not  come  back  from  the  Senate. 
They  were  both  anxious  to  leave  town,  and  had 
agreed  to  depart  this  morning.  Another  question 
ol  importance  had  unexpectedly  detained  him. 
The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  who  was.  upon 
all  questions  of  the  tariff,  opposed  to  himself,  had 
left  town,  and  he  felt  himself  bound  in  honor 
Dot  to  vote. 

Mr.  DwioHT  was  excused  from  voting — ayes 
1 1  o* 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  as  follows  : 

Ykas— Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Allen 
of  Massachusetts,  Allen  of  Tennessee.  Archer,  Baylies, 
P.  P.  Barbour,  J.  8.  Barbour,  Bartlett,  Blair,  Brent, 
Burleigh,  Burton,  Cambreleng,  Campbell  of  South 
Carolina,  Carter,  Cary,  Cocke,  Conner,  Crownin- 
•hield,  Culpeper,  Cushman,  Culhbert,  Day,  Durfee, 
Dwinell,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Forsyth, 
Frost,  Garnett,  Gatiin,  Gist,  Govan,  Gurley,  Ham- 
ilton,  Herrick,  Hobart,  Hogeboom,  Holcombe,  Hoi.ks, 
Isacks,  Kent,  Lee,  Leftwich,  Lincoln,  Litchfield,  Liv- 
ermore,  Livingston,  Locke,  Long,  Longfellow,  McCoy, 
McDuffie,  McKee,  McKim,  Mangum,  Mercer,  Mitchell 
of  Maryland,  Moore  of  Alabama,  Morgan,  Neale,  New- 
^n,  Owen,  Plumer  of  New  Hampshire,  Poinsett, 
Rankin,  Reed,  Reynolds,  Rose,  Saunders,  Sandford, 
Sharpe,  Sibley  Arthur  Smith,  Alexander  Smyth,  Wil- 


liam  Sqiiih,  Spaight,  Spence,  Standefer,  A.  Steven* 
son,  Taliaferro,  Tattnall,  Thompson  of  Geo.,  Thomp- 
son of  Kentucky,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South 
Carolina,  Vance  of  North  Carolina,  Warfield,  Web- 
■ter,  Williams  of  New  York,  Williams  of  Virginia, 
Williams  of  North  Carolina,  and  Wilson  of  South 
Carolina — 94. 

Nats— Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander  of  TennesMe, 
Barber  of  Connecticut,  Bartley,  Beecher,  Brown, 
Buchanan,  Buck,  Buckner,  Cady,  Campbell  of  Ohio, 
Caasedy,  (Jollins,  Condicl,  Cook,  Crafts,  Craig,  Eaton, 
Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Ellis,  Farrelly,  Findlay, 
Foot  of  Connecticut,  Forward,  Garrison,  Gazlay, 
Harris,  Harvey,  Hayden,  Hemphill,  Henry,  Herki- 
mer,  Ingham,  Jenkins,  Jennings,  Johnson  of  Virginia, 
J.  T.  Johnson,  F.  Johnson,  Kidder,  Kremer,  Law- 
rence.  Letcher,  Little,  McArlhur,  McKean,  McLaoe 
of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Markley,  Martindale, 
Marvin,  Mntlack,  Matson,  Metcalfe,  Miller,  Mitchell 
of  Pennsylvania,  Moore  of  Kent  icky.  Nelson,  Patter- 
son of  Pennsylvania,  Patterson  of  Ohio,  Plumer  of 
Pennsylvania,  Prince,  Richards,  Rich,  Rom,  Scott, 
Sloane,  Sterling,  Stewart,  Stoddard,  Strong,  Swan, 
Taylor,  Ten  Eyck,  Test,  Tod,  Tomlinson,  Tracy, 
Trimble,  Tyson,  Vance  of  Ohio,  Van  Wyck,  Vinton, 
Wayne.  Whipple,  Whitman,  Whittlesey,  White', 
Wickliffe,  James  Wilson,  Wilson  of  Ohio,  Wood 
Woods,  and  Wright— 93. 

The  Speaker  voting  in  the  negative,  the  mo- 
tion was  lost.  So  the  House  refused  to  recede 
from  its  disagreement  to  the  amendment  of  the 
Senate  (as  above  stated)  and  insisted  in  striking 
out  the  proviso,  and  on  restoring  the  duty  of  371 
per  cent. 

The  question  was  then  put,  will  the  House  re- 
cede from  their  disagreement  to  so  much  of  the 
sixteenth  amendment  of  the  Senate  as  proposes 
to  strike  from  the  said  bill  these  words: 

"On  cotton  bagging,  a  duty  of  four  cents  and 
a  half  per  square  yard." 

And  determined  in  the  negative— yeas  87.  navs 
103,  as  follows :  ^  >      J 

Vkas— Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Allen 
of  Massachusetu,  Archer,  Baylies,  P.  P.  Barbour, 
J.  S.  Barbour,  Bartlett,  Brent,  Burleigh,  Burton, 
Cambreleng.  Campbell  of  South  Carolina,  Carter, 
Cary,  Conner,  Crowninshield,  Culpeper,  Cushman] 
Cuthbert,  Day,  Durfee,  Dwinell,  Eddy.  Edwarda  of 
North  Carolina,  Foot  of  Connecticut,  Forsyth,  Frost, 
Garnett,  GatUn,  Gist,  Goran,  Gurley,  Hall,  Hamilton, 
Herrick,  Hobart,  Hogeboom,  Holcombe,  Hooks,  Kent, 
Lee,  Leftwich,  Litchfield,  Livermore,  Livingston, 
Locke,  Long.  Longfellow,  McCoy,  McDuffie,  McKee, 
McKim,  McLane  of  Delaware,  Mangum.  Mereer, 
Moore  of  Alabama,  Morgan,  Neale,  Nelson,  Newton, 
Owen,  Plumer  of  New  Hampshire,  Poinsett,  Rankin, 
Reed,  Saunders.  Sandford,  Sharpe,  Sibley,  Arthur 
Smith,  Alexander  Smyth,  William  Smith,  Speight, 
Spence,  A.  Stevenson,  Taliaferro,  Tattnall,  Thomp- 
son of  Georgia.  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South 
Carolina,  Warfield,  Webster,  WUiiams  of  New  York, 
Williams  of  Virginia,  Williams  of  North  Carolina, 
and  Wilson  of  South  Carolina — 87. 

Nats— Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander  of  Tennessee, 
.\llen  of  Tennessee,  Alliaun,  Barber  of  Connecticut, 
Bartley,  Beecher,  Blair,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Buck, 
Buckner,  Cady.  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Caaaedj,  Cocke, 
Colhns,   Condict,  Cook,  Crafts,   Craig,   Eaton,    Ed- 


2635 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


2636 


lit 


V  I 


ii 


H.  OF  R. 


Supreme  Court, 


Mat,  1824. 


wards  of  Peninylvtni*,  Elli«,  Ftrrelly,  FindUy.  For- 
Wird,  Garrifon,  Gazlay,  Harria,  Harvey,  Hayden, 
Hemphill, Henry,  Herkimer,  Houston,  Ingham,  laacka, 
Jenkina,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  J.  T.  Johnson,  F.  John- 
ton,  Kidder,  Kremer,  Lawrence,  Letcher,  Lincoln, 
Little,  McArthur,  McKean,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Mal- 
Isry,  Markley,  Martindale,  Marvin,  Matlack,  Matson, 
Metcalfe,  Miller,  Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania,  Mitchell 
of  Maryland,  Moore  of  Kentucky,  Patterson  of  Penn- 
sjlvaoia,  Patterson  of  Ohio,  Plumer  of  Pennsylvania, 
Prince,  Reynolds,  Richards.  Rich,  Rose,  Ross,  Scott, 
81oane,  Standefer,  Sterling,  Stewart,  Stoddard,  Strong, 
Swan,  Taylor,  Ten  Eyck,  Test,  Thomptton  of  Ken- 
tucky, Tod,  TomlinMn,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Tyson,  Vance 
of  North  Carolina,  Vance  of  Ohio,  Van  VVyck,  Vin- 
ton, Wayne,  Whipple,  Whitman,  Whittlesey,  White, 
"Wickliffe,  James  Wilson,  Wilson  of  Ohio,  Wood. 
Woods,  and  Wright— 103. 

It  was,  thereupon,  resolved,  that  a  conference 
be  asked  with  the  Senate,  upon  the  subject  of 
the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the 
bill  aforesaid  ;  and  that  managers  be  appointed  to 
attend  the  said  conference  on  the  part  of  this 
House;  and  Mr.  Taylor,  Mr.  Ton,  Mr.  Buch- 
anan, Mr.  Trimble,  and  Mr.  Belcher,  were  ap- 
pointed the  said  managers. 

SUPREME  COURT. 

Mr.  Webster,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  to  alter  the  time  of  hold- 
ing the  sessions  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

Mr.  Metcalfe  oflered  the  following  amendment 
to  the  bill: 

"  Be  it  further  enacted,  That,  in  any  case  now  or 
hereafter  depending  in  the  Supreme  Court,  in  which 
shall  be  drawn  into  question  the  validity  of  any  part 
of  the  constitution  of  a  State,  or  of  any  part  of  on  act 
passed  by  the  Legislature  of  a  State,  unless  two-thirds 
of  the  whole  number  of  Justices  composing  the  said 
court  shall  concur  in  pronouncing  such  part  of  the  said 
constitution  or  act  to  be  invalid,  it  shall  not  be  held 
or  deemed  invaUd." 

Mr.  Metcalfe,  of  Kentucky,  addressed  the 
Chair  as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker — It  is  an  indispensable  duty,  which 
I  owe  not  only  to  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky, 
but  particularly  to  those  whom  I  have  the  honor 
immediately  to  represent,  that  I  should,  on  the 
present  occasion,  exercise  one  of  the  privileges 
properly  pertaining  to  the  Representatives  ol  a 
free  people — a  privilege  which  1  but  seldom  claim, 
but  which,  I  am  persuaded,  will  be  liberally  and 
generously  accorded  to  me,  provided  I  do  not 
abuse  it,  by  the  enlightened  patriotism  and  mag- 
nanimity of  the  body  over  whose  deliberations 
you  preside. 

In  looking  around  me,  however,  I  behold  an  au- 
diencecomposed,notonly  of  the  most  distinguished 
statesmen,  but  mainly  of  the  brightest  luminaries 
of  the  law  in  this  Union  ;  and  reflecting  that  this 
is  a  question  peculiarly  suited  to  the  investigation 
and  discussion  of  lawyers,  and  that  I  am  not  a 
member  of  that  respectable  profession,  it  would 
require,  more  hardihood  than  1  possess  to  shield 
me  entirely  from  feelings  of  embarrassment — feel- 
ings which,  I  presume,  do  not  result  from  any 
unusual  timidity  of  character ;  nor  am  I  willing 


to  admit  that  those  feelings  proceed  from  any  in- 
disposition on  my  part  to  express  my  ^niiments 
here,  or  elsewhere,  either  upon  this,  or  upon  any 
other  subject,  but  more  especially  upon  a  subject 
of  such  vital  importance,  and  so  deeply  interesting 
to  those  from  whom  I  derive  my  power,  and 
whose  agent  I  am.  But  I  cannot  help  perceiving 
that  I  am  liable  to  be  taken  in  the  net  of  legal 
technicality,  at  least.  Besides,  I  am  conscious  of 
the  magnitude  of  this  question — of  the  anxious 
.solicitude  with  which  my  countrymen  look  for- 
ward to  the  decision  which  may  ultimately  be  had 
upon  it — of  the  want  of  time  in  this  body  to  in- 
vestigate it  fully  during  the  present  session,  and 
my  own  want  of  preparation,  or  learning,  or  capa- 
city, to  do  it  any  sort  of  justice.  A  knowledge 
of  one  truth,  however,  affords  mesome  consolation. 
In  the  eyes  of  wise  and  honorable  men,  even  the 
rude,  uncultivated  man,  in  his  efforts  to  do  good, 
in  whatever  light  the  strength  of  those  efforts  may 
be  viewed,  will  always  Hnd  some  favor.  And  in 
this  question,  Mr.  Speaker,  said  Mr.  M.,  the  in- 
terest of  the  most  humble,  as  well  as  the  most 
exalted,  of  our  citizens,  is  deeply,  very  deeply,  in- 
volved. Indeed,  it  must  be  conceded  that,  in 
such  a  question,  the  most  humble  are  the  most 
interested — it  being  a  maxim,  admitted  by  all, 
denied  by  none,  that  the  further  you  remove 
power  from  the  people,  the  further  you  put  their 
rulers  out  of  their  reach,  or  beyond  their  control, 
the  greater  will  be  the  oppression  of  the  industri- 
ous and  productive  clas.ses  of  the  community,  the 
more  abject  and  miserable  will  be  the  conditioa 
of  the  unlearned,  the  ignorant,  and  the  poor. 

I  unhesitatingly  give  it  as  my  opinion  that  a 
poor  man,  for  an  inconsiderable  sum,  ought  not  to 
be  subject  to  a  suit  in  the  federal  court.  In  mat- 
ters of  contract  and  dealing  between  man  and 
man,  if  no  difference  is  made,  or  attempted  to  be 
made,  between  resident  and  non-resident  citizens; 
if  no  obstacle  is  thrown,  or  attempted  to  be  thrown, 
in  the  way  of  the  latter,  which  does  not  equally 
apply  to  the  former,  either  as  it  respects  the  pro- 
cess by,  or  the  principle  upon,  which  their  respec- 
tive rights  are  to  be  decided,  the  enactions  and 
adjudications  of  the  States  ought  to  be  final — if 
you  please,  the  supreme  law  of  the  land.  Cite  a 
poor  man,  or  a  man  who,  in  point  of  wealth,  is 
not  above  mediocrity,  especially  if  he  is  not  very 
dextrous  and  crafty  in  the  management  of  law 
suits,  to  appear  himself,  or  by  counsel,  hundreds 
and  thou&andsof  miles  from  home,  for  the  purpose 
of  trying  his  title  to  the  little  all  he  possesses,  and 
he  has  but  little  prospect  of  success;  besides,  it  is 
not  very  material  whether  he  gams  or  loses  his 
cause — the  process  by  which  he  arrives  at  a  deci- 
sion, robs  him  of  all  he  is  worth,  and  leaves  him 
in  penury,  want,  and  misery.  Such  laws  are  not 
only  exceedingly  vexatious,  but  a  departure  from 
the  benign  and  salutary  principle  of  administering 
justice  as  near  to  every  man's  door  as  practicable. 
And  is  it  not  doubly  vexatious,  unequal,  and  par- 
tial in  its  operation,  to  allow  a  non-resident  to  in- 
stitute his  suit  in  the  Slate  courts,  thereby  appa- 
rently waiving  his  right  to  use  the  Federal  courts  ; 
and,  after  harassing  the  resident  for  many  years. 
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and  subjecting  him  to  much  cost  and  trouble,  be- 
fore the  former  tribunals,  then  to  allow  the  said 
non-resident,  by  appeal,  writ  of  error,  or  some 
other  process,  to  revive  the  suit  which  he  had 
lost  before  the  tribunals  of  his  own  selection  in 
the  Federal  courts?  Do  you  call  this  justice,  or 
sound  policy  ? 

A  distingdished  poet  has  said  :  "  He  that  thinks 
must  govern  him  that  toils."  A  doctrine  which 
I  shall  not  attempt  to  controvert.  But,  said  Mr. 
M.,  if  the  thinking  few  who  rule,  are  not  to  be 
responsible  to  the  toiling  million,  for  their  con- 
duct, it  requires  no  great  share  of  penetration,  or 
of  rx{>erience,  to  satisfy  the  mind  (hat  the  latter 
will,  sooner  or  later,  become  the  slaves  of  the  for- 
mer, and  all  the  labor  of  their  hands,  over  and 
above  what  their  absolute  necessities  require,  will 
go  to  enrich  and  pamper  tlieir  thinking  masters. 

If,  .said  Mr.  M.,  I  may  be  permitted  to  use  the 
appropriate,  elegant,  and  I  will  venture  to  sav, 
among  philanthropists  and  lovers  of  human  equal- 
ity, the  never-to-be-forgotten  figureof  the  honorable 
member  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Webster.)  I 
will  say,  that,  if  you  divide  society  horizontally, 
placing  the  thinking  few,  who  rule,  above,  and 
the  toiling  million  below,  the  prediction  which  I 
have  just  now  uttered,  will  soon  come  to  pass. 
In  behalf  of  that  toiling  million  who  are  now 
struggling  and  groaning  beneath  the  weight  of 
that  horizontal  partition — an  intolerable  load — al- 
low one  of  themselves,  who  never  expects  or  de- 
sires to  be  placed  upon  the  upper  side  of  it,  for  a 
short  time,  the  kind  indulgence  of  the  House. 

We  have  the  happiness,  it  is  true,  to  live  under 
a  Government,  the  model  of  which  is  not  to  be 
found;  and  it  is  in  vain  to  search  for  its  likeness, 
either  in  ancient  or  modern  history — a  Govern- 
ment which  may  be  considered  as  the  offspring  of 
an  union  of  many  Governments,  and,  in  its  turn, 
the  prolific  parent  of  many  more,  all  of  which  are 
united  and  uniting  in  one,  with  continual  increase 
of  numbers — a  splendid  system,  in  which  the  divi- 
sions of  power  are  vastly  numerous,  but  extremely 
complicated,  requiring  the  keenest  intellectual  per- 
ception, the  most  discriminating  powers  of  mind, 
with  much  learning,  experience,  and  soundness  of 
judgment,  to  enable  us  to  assign  to  the  different 
CJovernments,  and  their  various  departments,  their 
due  portions  respectively,  and  proper  limitations 
of  power. 

If  any  one  of  these  departments,  or  of  the  differ- 
ent functionaries,  shall  attempt,  by  virtue  of  the 
soft  and  easy  process  of  construction,  to  gain  an 
accession  of  power,  not  fairly  delegated  or  author- 
ized by  the  Constitution  ;  and  thereby  to  prevent 
a  co-ordinate,  or  any  other  branch  of  the  Govern- 
ment, from  exercising  the  power  and  discharging 
the  duty  which  properly  pertains  thereunto,  it  cer- 
tainly becomes  us  to  impose  some  restraint  upon 
the  usurping  department. 

If,  in  reality,  there  exists  a  disposition  on  the 
part  of  this  court  to  encroach  upon  the  authorities 
of  the  States,  as  is  believed  to  be  the  case  by  many 
of  the  most  patriotic  and  wise  republican  statesmen 
ID  the  Union,  will  not  the  proposition  which  is 
now  under  consideration,  if  adopted,  have  a  ten- 


dency to  check  that  disposition,  or  to  render  the 
effects  of  it  less  frequent  and  common  than  under 
the  present  arrangement  ?  That  it  will  have  such 
a  tendency,  must  be  admitted.  But,  on  the  other 
hand,  if  the  fears  and  apprehensions  of  those  who 
look  upon  the  court  with  an  eye  of  jealousy,  are 
unfounded  and  unreasonable,  the  tendency  of  this 
amendment  will  be  to  remove  that  jealousy,  to 
reconcile  discordant  departments,  and  to  give  more 
satisfaction  and  peace  to  society. 

Of  late,  we  have  the  mortification  rery  fre- 
quently to  hear  of  conflicting  claims  of  power, 
between  the  Federal  and  State  Governments,  be- 
tween the  various  departments  of  the  several  Gov- 
ernments, and  more  especially  between  the  Federal 
judiciary  and  the  States. 

How  are  we  to  check  the  growing  evil?  Will 
the  proposition  which  is  now  under  consideration 
do  it?  For  my  own  part,  said  Mr.  M.,  I  answer 
with  trembling  uncertainty — for  it  is  not  exactly 
the  plan  which,  above  all  others,  I  would  prefer — 
in  the  affirmative.  It  would  most  certainly  di- 
minish the  chances,  and  lessen  the  probability  of 
encroachment.  In  cases  wherein  the  validity  of 
State  laws  are  brought  into  question,  and  laws, 
too,  which  have  received  the  sanction  of  the  State 
courts,  so  large  a  majority  of  this  body  of  magis- 
tracy will  seldom  if  ever  concur  in  giving  an 
opinion  against  such  enactions  and  decisions,  un- 
less they  are  clearly  and  manifestly  unconstitu- 
tional; a  thing  which  it  is  believed  will  but  sel- 
dom occur;  and  when  it  does,  the  opinion  of  the 
court  will  be  so  well  supported  by  argument  so 
strong  and  conclusive  as  to  carry  conviction 
wherever  it  goes — and  thus,  by  reconciling  all 
parties,  the  court  will  regain  its  popularity  and 
high  standing  among  the  citizens  of  this  Repub- 
lic— the  Federal  and  Slate  Governments,  and 
their  different  departments,  will  then  move  on 
harmoniously,  while  the  people  are  contented, 
prosperous,  and  happy. 

If  the  eye  of  the  patriot  is  turned  to  the  present 
condition  of  things  in  this  country,  what  a  singu- 
lar and  disheartening  spectacle  does  he  behold! 
By  some,  it  is  insisted  that  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment is  aiming  at  consolidation.  By  others,  and 
myself  among  the  number,  it  is  believed  that  the 
Federal  Judiciary  is  aiming,  by  virtue  of  the 
spherical  sovereignty  which  it  claims  for  itself,  at 
the  supreme  control  of  the  State  governments; 
and  assuming  to  itself  political,  as  well  as  judicial 
power. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  insisted  that  the  State 
governments  are  in  the  habit  of  reeling  from  their 
proper  orbits,  of  impinging  upon  the  Federal  au- 
thorities, and  thereby  creating  great  confusion 
and  disorder.  And  it  is  probably  true  that  none 
of  those  governments,  and  that  no  one  of  the  dif- 
ferent departments,  do  in  every  instance  confine 
themselves,  as  strictly  as  they  ought  to  do,  within 
their  respective  Constitutional  limits;  and,  at 
other  limes,  by  failing  or  refusing  to  fill  up  the 
whole  space  allotted  to  them,  as  much  injury  is 
produced  as  by  transcending  their  respective  lim- 
its. Indeed,  I  presume  this  is  true.  But,  when- 
ever a  conflict  occurs  between  the  Federal  and 
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State  authorities,  whether  in  the  right  or  wroDg) 
the  former  is  sure  to  prevail  agaioht  the  latter — 
beDce,  the  necessity  and  propriety  of  restraining 
this  strong  power,  and  of  guarding  the  weak 
against  its  usurpations  and  encroachments;  and, 
at  the  same  time,  it  would  be  wholly  useless  to 
impose  any  a'dditional  restraint  upon  the  State 
authorities,  because  of  their  comparative  feeble- 
ness, their  want  of  strength  to  resist  the  Federal 
authorities.  It  is  notorious  that  they  cannot  long 
make  defensive,  much  less  can  they  make  ofien- 
sive  war. 

But,  how  to  remedy  those  evils,  and  at  the 
same  time  to  guard  and  protect  the  people  against 
the  hurtful  and  pernicious  consequences  of  these 
alarming  conflicts,  is  the  question.  To  effect 
this  desirable  object,  said  Mr.  M.,  is  what  the 
proposition  contemplates.  Can  there  be  any  dan- 
ger in  making  the  experiment?  I  put  this  ques- 
tion most  respectfully,  and  with  due  deference; 
but  I  put  it  emphatically — Can  there  be  any 
danger  in  making  the  experiment? 

There  are  other  difficulties,  too,  resulting  more, 
I  believe,  from  the  happy,  or  rather,  the  unhappy, 
faculty  we  have  in  construing  or  misconstruing 
the  Constitution,  than  from  any  real  defect  in 
that  instrument.  Look  at  the  various  and  con- 
tradictory constructions  which  have  been  put 
upon  it,  not  only  by  subordinate  departments,  but 
by  the  highest  functionaries  of  this  Government ; 
and  from  thence  let  any  man,  if  it  be  possible  for 
him  to  do  so,  move  on  (o  the  conclusion  that  it  is 
either  wise  or  politic  to  compel  all  the  depart- 
ments of  the  State  governments,  legislative,  ex- 
ecutive, and  judicial,  all  of  whom  are  sworn  to 
support  the  Federal  Constitution,  as  well  as  their 
honors,  to  yield  their  own  opinions  upon  the 
Constitutional  validity  of  State  laws,  and  to  bow 
submissively  to  the  constructive  dictum  of  three 
members,  a  minority  of  the  Federal  Judiciary. 

For  instance,  the  sanction  of  the  enlightened 
Executive  of  this  nation  is  withheld  from  a  meas- 
ure which  he  acknowledges  to  be  one  of  vast  im- 
portance, and  well  calculated  to  promote  the  last- 
ing prosperity  and  happiness  of  the  citizens  of  I 
this  Republic ;  because,  forsooth,  his  Constitu- 
tional scruples  will  not  allow  him  to  sign  the  bill. 
From  this  doctrine  of  the  President,  the  inference 
is  irresistible  that  the  Constitution  is  incomplete,  or 
a  very  bad  one;  since,  under  its  provisions,  we 
«re  either  not  authorized  to  do  that  which  the 
public  good  requires,  or  prohibited  from  doing  it. 

Now,  it  is  admitted  on  all  hands  that  the  State 
governments  have  no  power  to  make  national 
roads  for  national  purposes;  so  that  the  power  of 
performing  a  work  of  indispensable  utility  to  this 
noble  Confederacy  exists  nowhere.  In  what  nook 
or  corner  does  this  power  lie  concealed  ?  It  has 
fled  from  the  world,  and  left  us  in  a  most  awk- 
ward predicament.  What  a  singular  spectacle, 
then,  does  this  nation  exhibit,  when  compared 
with  other  nations — shorn  by  itself  of  a  portion  of 
that  sovereignly  or  power  which  remains  as  a 
shield  of  protection  and  security  to  the  happiness 
and  well-being  of  every  other  civilized  nation  on 
the  globe ! 


Turning  our  eyes  from  this  extraordinary  deci- 
sion— this  singularly  chilling  and  enfeebling  con- 
struction of  the  Constitution,  to  certain  difficul- 
ties which  have  arisen  between  the  Federal  Judi- 
ciary and  one  of  the  States,  (for  it  would  not  Jbe 
I  proper,  at  this  late  period  of  the  session,  for  me  to 
occupy  the  time  of  the  House  with  remarks  upon 
similar  difficulties  with  the  other  States;  and  I 
I  feel  it  my  duty,  as  respects  my  own  Stale,  to  treat 
the  subject  with  as  much  brevity  as  possible,)  and 
I  the  heart  of  the  patriot  sickens  at  the  dark  and 
I  gloomy  prospect  before  us. 

The  State  of  Kentucky  is  known  to  be  com- 
posed of  what  was  formerly  a  district  of  Virginia. 
Prior  to  the  separation  of  the   former  from  the 
latter,  owing  to  the   improvident   and   mistaken 
legislation  of  Virginia,  trom   three  to  five  times 
as  much  land  as  was  contained  within  the  limits 
of  the  then  district  was  sold  for  a  price  to  myriads 
!  of  purchasers.     It  was  utterly  impossible  for  these 
poor  deluded  purchasers  so  to  locate  their  respec- 
j  tive  quantities  of  land  as  to  avoid  confliction  with 
I  each  other.     The  laws  of  Virginia  on  that  sub- 
ject being  very  defective,  the  expeditious  manner 
in  which  the  locations  had  to  be  made,  among 
the  bears,  wolves,  panthers,  and  savages,  of  the 
howling  wilderness;  added  to  the  fact  that  there 
was  not  only  not  a  sufficient  quantity  of  land  upon 
which  to  make  the  locations — but  not   the  one- 
half  or  one-third  of  the  necessary  quantity  ; — and 
;  consequently  it  did  so  happen  that  Virginia  re- 
;  ceived  pay  for,  and  conveyed,  with  alt  the  solem- 
;  nities  of  a  patent  from  that  Commonwealth,  the 
I  same  tract  of  land  to  from  one  to  more  than  ten 
I  different  individuals. 

Now,  I  entreat  the  House  to  bear  in  mind  these 

indisputable  facts.     It  is  only  by  understanding 

the  truth  of  our  condition,  and  the  causes  by  which 

that  afflicting  condition  was  produced,  that  hon- 

I  orable  members   can   duly  appreciate   our   cora- 

>  plaints,  or  know  how  to  apply  the  remedy. 

Here,  then,  we  find  this  fair  and  fertile  portion 
of  the  soil  of  this  Union  sown,  and  thickly  sown, 
over  by  the  hand  of  the  parent  Slate,  (though 
doubtless  unintentionally;  for  with  all  my  heart 
do  I  acquit  the  Representatives  of  that  day,  of 
my  native  Stale,  of  any  unjust  or  dishonorable 
motive,)  with  the  seeds  of  contention  and  strife  ; 
leading  to  a  scene  of  landed  litigation,  the  most 
dark  and  dismal  in  its  aspect  that  ever  frowned 
malignity  upon  any  community;  more  ruinous 
and  afflicting  and  demoralizing  in  its  consequen- 
ces— more  corrupting  in  its  influence— than  the 
imagination  of  one  who  has  not  witnessed  its 
effects  upon  society  can  possibly  conceive  of. 

Tfais  enormous  firebrand,  thus  inadvertently 
thrown  into  the  bosoms  of  our  countrymen,  had 
been  permitted  to  burn  for  many  years,  with  un- 
abated fury,  to  the  great  terror  and  dismay  of  all 
good  citizens;  driving  many  of  them  beyond  the 
limits  oi  the  St^ie,  and  preventing  others  from 
settling  in  it ;  and  operating  as  a  curse  upon  the 
cultivators  of  the  .soil,  and  also  upon  every  other 
class  of  citizens,  except  upon  the  iniquitous  land- 
jobber,  and  such  others  as  derive  a  profit  from 
landed  litigation. 
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At  length,  the  representatives  of  that  injured 
people  attempt  to  extinguish  this  burning  fury,  by 
discharging  a  most  solemn  duty,  which  they  ought 
to  have  discharged  many  years  before.  And,  in 
the  fair  exercise  of  one  of  the  first  and  highest, 
the  most  legitimate,  and  last  to  be  dispensed  with, 
attributes  of  sovereignty  that  any  State  or  Govern- 
ment can  possess  ;  and  a  portion  of  sovereignty  or 
of  power,  which  their  ancestors  or  predecessors 
not  only  never  intended  to  deprive  them  of,  but 
which,  in  the  very  nature  of  things,  they  could 
not  barter  away  even  if  they  had  not  been  debar- 
red the  right  of  doing  so,  as  they  most  clearly 
were,  under  the  provisions  of  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution, which  allows  no  State  to  be  introduced 
into  the  Union  fettered,  or  upon  any  other 
footing  than  the  old  States.  The  Legislature, 
I  repeat  it,  in  the  fair  exercise  of  its  Consti- 
tutional power,  passes  a  law,  which  has  for  its 
object  to  secure  to  the  innocent  and  deluded  occu- 
pant a  reward  for  the  labor  and  capital  which  he 
has  vested  in  improvements,  in  removing  the  load 
of  timber  with  which  the  soil  was  covered  ;  mak- 
ing fences,  gardens,  raising  orchards,  erecting 
comfortable  buildings — the  shelter  which  was  in- 
tended to  protect  the  husbandman,  his  wife,  and 
hardy  offspring,  the  future  props  and  stay  of  his 
country — to  cover  their  heads,  and  shield  them 
from  the  inclemency  of  the  seasons;  and  in  all 
things  to  promote  the  peace,  and  happiness,  and 
prosperity  of  the  country.  And  what  can  be  more 
just  and  equitable  than  such  a  law?  especially 
when  it  is  considered  that  the  benefit  of  its  pro- 
visions extended  to  no  other  than  to  those  deluded 
purchasers  whose  titles  to  the  land  isdeducible  of 
public  record  ;  and  at  the  same  time  leaving  it  at 
the  election  of  the  successful  claimant  either  to 
pay  for  the  improvements,  or  to  compel  the  occu- 
pant to  keep  the  land  at  its  original  unimproved 
Talue?  And  this  law  passed  at  so  late  a  pe- 
riod, loo,  that  it  was  not  then  possible  for  any 
lawyer,  judge,  or  jury,  io  the  State,  to  decide, 
with  any  sort  of  certainty,  who  had  the  best 
title  to  the  land.  This  difficulty  resulted  from  a 
number  of  causes  :  the  lapse  of  time,  the  death  or 
removal  of  the  early  adventurers  to  the  country. 
by  whose  testimony,  perhaps,  the  occupant,  some 
fifteen  or  twenty  years  ago,  might  have  established 
his  better  title  to  the  land,  without  inconvenience  ; 
the  names  of  licks,  springs,  buffalo  and  Indian 
traces  or  trees,  for  which  the  entry  calls,  as  places 
of  notoriety,  have  now  undergone  some  change, 
or  cannot  oe  satisfactorily  established,  and  prob- 
ably, if  established  at  all,  it  is  done  by  suborna- 
tion and  bribery.  Under  this  state  of  things, 
was  there  any  thing  unjust  or  dishonorable  in 
the  conduct  of  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky  in 
passing  a  law  which  made  the  labor  and  capi- 
tal of  the  husbandman,  vested  by  him  in  im- 
provements, as  sacred  to  the  possessor  as  the 
little  pittance  of  capital  in  a  depreciated  and 
worthless  currency,  which  had  been  applied  by 
the  adverse  claimant  as  well  as  himselt  in  pur- 
chasing a  land  warrant?  On  the  contrary^  does 
not  such  a  law  rest  on  the  principles  of  eternal 
and  immutable  justice  ?    And  was  not  such  a  law 


called  for,  and  loudly  demanded,  by  the  soundest 
and  wisest  policy  ?  And  will  any  disinterested 
and  enlightened  statesman  of  the  present  age  pre- 
tend that  the  sons  and  daughters  of  Kentucky, 
comprising  the  present  and  all  future  generations, 
have  been  sold  by  the  first  settlers  of  the  district, 
in  order  to  become  a  separate  State,  into  worse 
than  Egyptian  bondage?  That,  for  the  mere 
name  of  governing  themselves,  they  have  not  only 
parted  with  that  privilege,  but  have  also  deprived 
posterity  forever  of  the  right  of  exercising  it? 
Can  the  enlightened  and  well-informed  mind  con- 
temj3late  such  absurdity,  and  not  recoil  with  the 
profoundest  astonishment  ? 

But  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky  did  pass  a 
law,  the  validity  of  which  was  contested  by  the 
nest  of  worthies  with  which  that  State  abounds, 
and  has  long  abounded,  and  who  are  known  by 
the  mild  name  of  land  speculators.  The  Federal, 
not  the  Delphic  oracle  is  consulted,  and  the  re- 
sponse is,  that  the  law  is  unconstitutional  and 
void,  the  first  settlers  of  that  district  having  bar- 
tered away  a  portion  of  that  power  and  sovereign- 
ty which  belongs  to,  and  is  exercised  by,  every 
other  State  in  this  Union,  and  by  every  other 
people  or  Grovernment  on  the  globe,  having  bar- 
tered away  the  right  of  succeeding  generations, 
and  succeeding  legislators,  throughout  all  time  to 
come,  to  suit  their  legislation  and  their  laws  to 
the  ever-varying  condition  of  things,  which  ne- 
cessarily arises  in  the  progress  of  civil  society." 
Such,  in  substance,  is  the  response  which  has  been 
uitered  and  proclaimed  to  the  world  ;  and  even 
more  than  this,  for  it  goes  to  establish  the  fact, 
that  the  said  first  settlers  of  the  district  not  only 
banished  from  Kentucky  that  portion  of  her  sov- 
ereignty, but  that  they  absolutely  extinguished  it; 
that  they  did  not  even  leave  it  with  Virginia, 
which  State,  I  verily  believe,  if  she  had  the  power, 
would  grant  us  relief  in  some  form  or  other. 

But,  what  is  the  consequence  of  this  decision  ? 
The  cords  of  peace  and  social   intercourse,  by 
which  society  is  bound  together  like  a  band  of 
brothers,  is  cut  asunder ;  the  home  of  the  husband- 
man   is  again    rendered    insecure ;  the    hand   of 
industry  is  paralyzed,  and  discouraged  from  the 
performance  of  its  duty,  the  oracular  music  of  this 
trio  of  the  Federal  judiciary  having  fallen  sweetly 
upon  the  ears  of  a  set  of  men,  who  ought  to  have 
been  drummed  out  of  Kentucky  many  years  ago, 
with  a  certain  appropriate  march  at  their  heels, 
announcing  to  them  that  the  delectable  and  hap- 
pyfying  business  of  land  jobbing  would  again  be- 
come profitable,  up  they  spring,  like  so  many  birds 
of  prey  ;  with  keenly  whetted  beaks,  they  pluck 
the  crumbs  from  the  hand  of  honest  industry  ;  and 
they  pluck  anew  at  the  vitals  of  society,  the  very 
heart-strings  of  which  they  would  pull  away  if 
they  could.      Now,  as   the   response   runs  "  the 
'  bleeding  victim  may  writhe  in  agony,  but  there 
'  is  no  power  beneath  the  sun  by  which  a  remedy 
'  can  be  applied.     It  is  true,  that  society  is  greatly 
'  retarded  in  its  march  to  prosperity  and  happiness, 
'  but  the  die  is  cast,  and,  like  the  decree  ol  fate,  it 
'  is  unalterable !'' 

Such  are  the  effects  of  a  decision  which  has  been 
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given  by  this,  not  soon  to  be  forgotten — three ;  to 
whom  your  laws  seem  to  attach  something  like 
infallibility,  but  who  could  not,  by  possibility,  in 
their  situations,  have  understood  the  subject. 

Now,  what  opinion  would  a  stranger  form  of 
the  boasted  excellence  of  our  Constitution,  after 
being  told  of  the  decisions  of  the  Executive  and 
Judicial  branches  of  this  Government  upon  it,  and 
of  the  consequences  resulting  from  those  decisions  ? 
The  one  denies  the  existence  of  any  power  in  Con- 
gress, or  elsewhere,  to  pass  a  good  and  wholesome 
law,  the  effect  of  which  would  be,  in  a  thousand 
ways,  to  promote  the  national  interest,  and  to  bind 
together,  and  forever  to  perpetuate  this  grand  and 
noble  Confederacy ;  the  other  denies  the  existence 
of  any  power  in  the  Legislature  of  a  State,  to 
remove  one  of  the  most  afflicting  evils — an  evil 
of  such  magnitude  that  it  is  an  abomination  to  the 
land  where  it  exists-^from  society. 

I  understand  this  decision  of  the  court  to  mean 
nothing  more,  or  less,  than  that  their  honors  have 
a  right  to  take  the  corpulences  of  all  the  depart- 
ments of  the  State  governments  under  their  sov- 
ereign care  and  protection.  I  understand  it  to  be 
a  denial  of  the  right  of  the  Representatives  of  the 
people,  by  statutory  provisions,  to  regulate  the 
affairs  of  the  people.  If  the  doctrine  maintained 
by  the  court  be  correct,  their  own  peculiar  notions 
of  what  is  equitable  between  man  and  man,  be- 
tween adverse  claimants  of  land,  and  so  on,  as  the 
different  individual  cases  may  arise  and  be  sub- 
mitted to  this  august  three,  is  to  be  the  supreme 
law  of  the  land.  Have  we  come  to  this  ?  Is  it 
true  that  our  ancestors  or  predecessors  have  de- 
prived us  of  the  power  of  passmg  a  plain  law, 
which  may  be  read  by  the  plain,  unsophisticated 
farmers  of  our  country,  as  they  run  ;  and  a  law 
which,  by  reading,  they  may  understand  ?  Are 
we  to  have  no  page  m  our  statute  books,  indica- 
ting  to  the  toiling  husbandman  what  are  his  right.*, 
or  m  what  way  the  fruits  of  his  labor  and  industry 
are  secured  to  him  ?  Instead  of  referring  him  to 
the  statute  books  for  such  information  as  he  may 
desire  respecting  the  laws,  is  it  intended  to  turn 
his  eyes  upon  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
and  tell  him  that  the  law  is,  or  will  be,  whatever 
their  honors  may  choose  to  make  it  ? 

Would  not  a  stranger  think  it  very  strange, 
that  neither  the  National  or  Slate  legislators  had 
a  right  to  do  the  things  to  which  I  have  referred  ? 
That  the  Constitution  had  no  redeeming  spirit  in 
it ;  that  the  people  had  no  redeeming  spirit  left  in 
them;  that  the  Constitution  was  continually  pre- 
•ented  as  a  stumbling  block  in  the  way  of  good 
and  wholesome  enactions,  but  never  in  the  way 
of  the  passage  of  a  bad  law  ? 

But,  sir,  said  Mr.  M.,  the  fault  is  not  in  the  Con- 
stitution, it  IS  in  those  who  construe  and  mis- 
construe that  instrument. 

In  referring  to  these  facts,  said  Mr.  M.,  I  in- 
tend no  ungenerous  imputation  against  those  high 
functionaries  of  the  Grovernment — no  disrespect 
whatever;  for  they  have  the  same  right  to  their 
opinion  that  I  have  to  mine;  and  it  is  as  much 
their  duty  to  exercise  it.  But,  having  given  an 
optDioa  which  I  conceive  to  be  most  glaringly  er- 


roneous, and  most  afflictingly  injurious  and  hurt- 
ful to  those  whom  I  have  the  honor  immediately 
to  represent,  my  object  is,  as  it  ought  to  be,  to 
effect  an  amendment  to  the  law,  which  will  goto 
>ave  my  countrymen  in  future  from  the  effects  of 
a  decision  to  be  given  by  this  feeble,  and  yet  pow- 
erful three.  And  ray  reference  to  the  opinion  of 
the  President  has  been  made  for  the  purpose  of 
showing  that  you  do  not,  by  placing  a  man  in  an 
elevated  station, render  him  infallible;  and  there- 
by, to  prove  the  unsoundness  of  the  policy  that 
would  bestow  upon  such  a  tribunal  as  this,  the 
power  of  dictating  according  to  their  peculiar  no- 
lions  of  what  is  the  orthodox  construction  of  this 
charter  of  our  rights,  to  each,  and  to  all  of  the 
departments  of  the  State  governments.  Three 
individuals!  a  majority  of  the  court,  as  now  or- 
ganized, truly;  but  a  minority  of  the  whole  court 
are  to  decide  upon  the  Constitutional  validity  of 
State  laws  ;  and  to  annul  adjudications  of  the 
State  courts;  and  from  their  decision  there  is  no 
appeal ;  it  is  irrevocable. 

Before,  said  Mr.  M.,  I  consent  to  the  lodgment 
of  such  a  power,  in  the  hands  of  such  a  tribunal, 
I  must  be  convinced  that  the  whole  three  are  be- 
ings of  a  superior  order;  that  they  are  not  the 
slaves  of  human  passion;  that  they  do  not  love 
power ;  that  they  are  not  to  be  set  in  motion  by 
that  powerful  spring  of  human  action,  called  self- 
interest ;  that  they  have  an  exemption  from  all 
the  frailties  of  human  nature;  and,  in  fine,  that 
the  link  which  they  form  in  the  chain  of  created 
beings,  is  at  least  half  way  between  that  little 
forked,  feeble  animal,  that  inhabits  this  our  planet, 
and  those  .«:uperior  intelligences  that  fill  the  ce- 
lestial regions.     For  be  it  remembered,  that  this 

is  the  controlling  power  of  this  Government a 

power  of  such  superior  dignity,  that  it  has  become 
the  Government  itself;  and  he  that  questions,  or 
attempts  to  expose  its  decisions,  is  sure  to  be  ac- 
cused of  having  a  devil,  or  to  be  denounced  as  a 
rebel  against  his  country. 

It  seems  to  me,  Mr.  Speaker,  said  Mr.  M.,  that 
the  proposition  now  under  con.sideraiion,  will,  if 
adopted,  by  adding  hereafter  an  additional  num- 
ber of  members  to  the  court,  not  only  bring  to- 
gether more  talent,  but  a  greater  variety  of  kn'owl- 
edge  of  the  laws  of  the  States  generally,  and  of 
the  true  interests  of  each  section  of  the  country  in 
this  wide-spread  and  flourishing  Republic.  And 
the  court  will  be  less  liable  to  corruption,  or  to  be 
suspected  of  corruption.  For  it  is  well  to  bear  in 
mind,  that  millions  and  millions  of  dollars,  as  was 
actually  the  case  in  this  decision  against  Ken- 
lucky,  may  be  involved  in  the  immediate  conse- 
quences of  their  decisions.  Upon  the  whole,  noth- 
ing can  be  more  clear,  if  the  proposed  amendment 
IS  adopted,  than  that  it  will  greatly  increase  the 
chances  of  a  correct  decision,  diminish  the  chances 
of  corruption,  lessen  the  probability  of  encroach- 
ment, and  do  much  for  the  restoration  of  the  court 
to  the  confidence  of  the  people.  I  am  aware,  said 
Mr.  M.,  that  any  decision  of  this  court,  no  matter 
how  erroneous  it  may  be,  no  maiter  how  unjust, 
or  injurious,  or  ruinous  to  society,  will  always 
have  its  supporters.     Even  when   the  motive  is 
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good,  and  interest  the  same,  we  cannot  always 
think  alike.  And,  besides,  there  are  individuals 
in  every  country  whose  interest  is  not  only  sepa- 
rate and  distinct  from  that  of  society  generally, 
but  so  completely  at  war  with  that  general  inter- 
est, that  those  who  are  influenced  by  it,  stop  at 
nothing  for  the  accomplishment  of  their  purposes. 
With  such  men  as  these,  the  mo>t  ruinous  and 
desolating  decision  will  be  the  most  warmly  sup- 
ported ;  and  this  I  conceive  to  be  most  clearly  and 
unequivocally  the  case  in  relation  to  the  decision 
against  the  occupying  claimant  laws  of  Kentucky. 

The  writer  ot  that  decision  seems  to  console 
himself,  from  his  knowledge  of  the  fact,  that  he 
is  to  be  sustained  in  his  opinion  by  some  of  the 
Kentuckians  themselves.  The  honorable  writer, 
however,  does  not  appear  to  bestow  a  single 
thought  upon  what  I  know  to  be  another  fact; 
and  that  is,  that  these  same  learned  Kentuckians 
are  the  very  mercenaries  to  whom  we  are  indebted 
for  all  the  evils  of  which  we  complain,  and  that 
through  the  united  instrumentality  and  well-con- 
certed plans  of  this  host  of  mercenaries,  who, 
having  long  banqueted,  and  still  delight  to  ban- 
quet, upon  the  distresses  and  agonies  of  society,  it 
is,  that  this  injurious  and  hurtful  decision  has  been 
obtained.  And  these  are  the  men  who  now  run 
■with  every  prop,  no  matter  how  insignificant,  to 
support  and  uphold  this  decision — these  are  the 
selfish  patriots  and  juggling  political  managers 
of  the  wire,  who  have  deluded  the  court,  by  per- 
suading their  honors  that  their  opinion  has  the 
approbation  and  sanction  of  many  of  the  indepen- 
dent and  well-informed  men  of  Kentucky.  The 
voice  of  the  husbandman  toiling  on  his  farm,  not 
being  heard  by  this  court,  his  rights  are  disregard- 
ed, the  truth  of  his  condition  unknown.  For  one, 
I  do  not  wonder  that  the  puffing  eulogies  of  this 
decision,  by  such  men  as  these,  should  resound  in 
our  ears,  and  in  the  ears  of  the  honorable  court 
too,  whose  praises  from  such  a  source  can  never 
be  envied  them.  Such  notes  may  jingle  sweetly 
upon  ihe  ears,  and  thrill  to  the  hearts  of  the  very 
venerable  three,  who,  I  have  no  doubt,  are  as  in- 
nocent as  they  are  ignorant  of  the  causes  from 
whence  they  proceed.  But  to  me,  and  to  my 
neighbors,  who,  unfortunately  for  us,  have  some 
practical  experience  in  this  thing  ;  to  me,  and  my 
countrymen,  who  are  now  struggling  beneath  the 
weight  of  that  horizontal  partition,  of  which  we 
have  had  such  an  appropriate  and  suitable  de- 
scription, but  which,  with  three  members  of  the 
Federal  court  on  the  upper  side  of  it,  becomes  an 
intolerable  load  ;  these  notes,  or  this  sound,  is  not 
unlike  the  requiem  of  so  many  grave-diggers,  or 
the  hosannas  of  so  many  coffin-makers,  over  the 
fruits  of  a  desolating  and  terrible  pestilence  or 
epidemic,  against  which  it  is  pretended  that  no 
antidote  can  be  applied. 

Upon  the  whole,  sir,  said  Mr.  M.,  I  am  fully 
persuaded,  that  unless  the  law  in  relation  to  this 
court  IS  amended,  so  as  to  extend  protection  and 
security  to  the  industrious  and  productive  classes 
of  the  community,  against  the  arts  and  chicanery 
of  thai  set  of  individuals  who  love  to  riot  upon 
the  fruits  of  the  labor  of  others,  the  blighting 


breath  of  the  Federal  judiciary  will  be  more  dread- 
ed in    this  land  of  liberty,  than  the  coming  of  an 
Egyptian  sirocco.     Mr.  M.  said   there  were  yet 
many  strong  points  of  view  in  which  this  subject 
might  be  presented  to  the  House  ;  but,  as  no  one 
had  denied  the  right  of  the  Legislature  of  Ken- 
tucky to  enact  any  law  upon   this  subject — as  no 
one  either  attempted  to  question   the  validity  of 
the  laws,  or  to  advocate  the  decision  of  the  court, 
by  which  it  seemed  they  were  to  be  rendered  a 
nullity,  he  would  not,  at  so  late  a  period  of  the 
session,  trespass  upon  the  precious  time   of  the 
House,  to  whom   he  tendered   his  thanks  for  the 
politeness  which  bad  been  extended  to  him. 
When  Mr.  Metcalfe  had  concluded — 
Mr.  McDoFFiE,  of  South  Carolina,  rose  and 
opposed  the  amendment,  as  practically  operating 
to  leave  the  constitutionality  of  any  State  law 
interminably  uncertain.     He  vindicated   the  de- 
cision of  the  Supreme  Court,  in  the  case  of  Co- 
hens, (formerly  referred  to  in  the  debate  on  Mr. 
Letcuer's  resolutions,)  and  maintained  that  that 
decision  was  virtually  a  decision  of  the  question 
whether  the  United   States  have  or  have  not  a 
Grovernment. 

Mr.  Cook,  of  Illinois,  said,  a  consideration  to  - 
which  he  should  allude,  in  the  few  remarks  he 
was  about  to  submit,  he  hoped  would  be  received 
as  a  just  excuse  for  now  troubling  the  House. 
Before  he  made  that  allusion,  however,  he  begged 
leave  to  say  a  word  or  two  on  the  general  princi- 
ples involved  in  the  motion  of  his  friend  from 
Kentucky.  It  had  been  urged  that  the  Supreme 
Court  was  subject  to  the  influence  of  the  Govern- 
ment, under  which  it  derived  its  creation.  In  re- 
ply to  this,  he  said,  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  was  the  creature  of  the  several  States  form- 
ing the  Confederacy,  and,  lor  the  purposes  of  its 
institution,  it  was  as  much  the  creature  of  the 
people  as  the  constitutions  of  the  several  States^; 
and  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  therefore, 
were  as  much  the  judges  of  the  people  for  those 
purposes,  as  the  State  judges  were  for  the  purposes 
of  local  adjudication.  But  he  would  ask,  whether 
there  was  likely  to  be  a  greater  inclination  on  the 
part  of  the  Supreme  Court,  to  increase  the  pow- 
ers of  the  Federal  Government,  than  there  might 
be  in  the  Stale  judges  to  enlarge  the  powers  of 
the  Stales  ?  In  many  Stales,  it  was  known,  he 
said,  that  the  judges  hold  their  appointments  for 
short  or  limited  periods.  In  some  cases,  they  are 
appointed  by  the  Legislatures.  If,  then,  the  Le- 
gislature should,  under  a  particular  state  of  excite- 
ment, adopt  a  particular  measure  supposed  to  be 
for  the  relief  of  the  State,  although  in  contraven- 
tion of  either  the  Federal  or  State  Constitution, 
he  should  submit  whether  judges  thus  circum- 
stanced, thus  dependent  on  the  Legislature  for  a 
renewal  of  their  appointments,  were  not  at  least — 
he  would  ask  if  they  were  not  more — likely  to 
yield  to  the  popular  feelings  and  excitement  in 
such  State,  and  carry  such  law  into  effect,  than 
the  Supreme  Court  would  be,  from  a  mistaken 
love  of  {)ower,  to  thwart  the  just  and  Constitu- 
tional measures  of  any  State?  He  thought,  un- 
der such  circumstances,  the  Supreme  Court  would 
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be  the  safest  tribunal  to  decide  the  question,  eren 
with  refereuce  to  the  permanent  interests  of  the 
State  itself.  But,  said  he,  if  you  require  the  con- 
currence of  so  large  a  proportion  of  the  members 
of  that  tribunal,  do  you  not  endanger  the  whole- 
some correction  which  it  was  intended  that  court 
should  make  of  any  measures  of  abuses  which 
the  Slates,  under  a  state  of  excitement,  might 
adopt  ? 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  secures 
to  the  citizens  of  each  State  the  rights  of  citizens 
of  the  several  States.  The  citizens  of  one  Slate 
may  hold  property  in  any  other  Slate.  They  may 
contract  with  the  citizens  of  any  other  Stale,  and 
are  entitled  to  a  just  remedy  to  enforce  such  con- 
tracts. Might  It  not  happen  that  non-residents 
might  acquire  large  claims  against  the  citizens 
of  any  given  Slate  ?  Such,  for  example,  as  was 
the  case  a  few  years  ago  in  relation  to  Eastern 
merchants  with  the  people  of  the  West.  Such, 
indeed,  as  was  the  case  with  the  people  of  the 
State  whence  this  proposition  originated,  and  the 
merchants  east  of  the  mountains.  In  such  a  case,  I 
if  the  debtor  State  should  adopt  unconstitutional 
measures  for  the  relief  of  its  citizens,  would  not 
the  principle  requiring  the  concurrence  of  a  large 
portion  ot  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  to 
correct  such  a  procedure,  more  expose  the  credit- 
ors to  the  injury,  than  the  usual  mode  of  decision 
would  the  debtors  ?  Such  a  principle,  indeed,  he 
conceived  well  calculated  to  alter  the  whole  the- 
ory of  our  Government. 

The  object  of  government  was  as  well  to  protect 
minorities  as  majorities.  This  principle  would 
go  far  to  destroy  those  rights. 

Bui  the  particular  case,  which  might  by  possi- 
bility occur  for  the  decision  of  this  tribunal,  was 
one  of  grave  and  serious  importance.  He  said 
the  United  States  had  admitted  the  Stale  he  had 
the  honor  to  represent  into  the  Union,  under  a 
compact  that  slavery  shall  not  exist  within  its 
limits.  At  pre>ent,  a  large  portion  of  the  citizens 
of  that  State  were  underihe  impression  that  the 
introduction  of  slavery  would  tend  greatly  to  re- 
lieve their  pecuniary  embarrassments,  embarrass- 
ments which,  indeed,  afflicted  every  portion  of 
the  West.  Acting  under  the  influence  of  a  strong 
anxiety  to  relieve  themselves  from  their  distress, 
many  of  them  were  now  disposed  to  test  the  bind- 
ing character  of  this  compact,  and  to  abrogate  it. 
Without  intending  to  express  any  opinion  on  the 
effect  of  this  compact,  he  would  remark  that, 
should  a  majority  of  the  people  decide  on  the 
adoption  of  the  measure,  it  would  doubtless  make 
a  case  for  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  • 
and,  should  it  happen,  it  will  be  a  fearful  question! 
It  will  involve  nothing  less,  sir,  than  the  balance 
of  power  between  the  j>laveand  non-slave  holding 
Stales.  Those  who  witnes^d,  as  well  as  those 
who  know  of,  the  convulsive  discussion  in  this 
House  on  the  Missouri  question,  cannot  fail  to  ap- 
preciate the  magnitude  of  this  subject.  In  decid- 
ing that  question,  should  it  ever  arise,  if  a  majority 
of  thai  court  shall  be  found  to  decide  against  the 
validity  of  the  act  of  the  State,  but  not  a  suffi- 
cient majority  under    the   provision  now  under 


consideration,  it  could  not  fail  to  shake  the  nation 
to  its  centre. 

While  this  tribunal  may  be  called  on  to  decide 
questionsofsuch  momentous  magnitude,  hethout^ht 
it  behooved  the  House  to  examine  well  the  effe'cts 
of  the  principle  now  proposed.  For  such  exami- 
nation, we  certainly  are  not  prepared  at  this  time, 
and  the  amendment,  therefore,  should  not  now  be 
adopted. 

Mr.  A.  Steve.vson,  of  Virginia,  suggested  that, 
as  the  session  was  far  advanced,  and  this  subject 
was  of  great  moment,  it  would  be  most  expedient 
to  withdraw  the  amendment  at  this  time. 

Mr.  Metcalfe  expressed  some  reluctance  at 
adopting  this  course,  but  finally  consented  to  with- 
draw the  amendment;  and,  having  done  so 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 


Tuesday,  May  18. 
The  Committee  on  Commerce  were  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  ''An  acl  authorizing  an  examina- 
tion and  survey  of  the  harbor  of  Charleston,  in 
South  Carolina  ;  of  Saint  Mary's  in  Georgia  ;  and 
of  the  coast  of  Florida;  and  for  other  purposes;" 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  John  T.  John80.n, 

Resolved,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  be  au- 
thorized and  directed  to  pay  to  each  messenger, 
for  his  extra  services,  fifty  dollars,  in  addition  to 
what  was  allowed  at  the  end  of  the  last  session. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President 
OF  THE  United  States,  as  follows: 
To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  .- 

I  communicate  lo  the  House  a  report,  with  accom- 
panying documenta,  received  from  Alexander  Hamil- 
ton, one  of  the  Commiasionera  of  land  title*  in  Eaat 
Florida  ;  deeming  the  atatementa  therein  contained  to 
be  worthy  of  the  particular  attention  of  the  Houae, 
and  of  a  nature  which  may,  perhaps,  require  their  in- 
terpoeition,  or  that  of  both  branchea  of  the  Legislature 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Washi!»6tox,  May  18.  1824. 

The  Message  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands. 

Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  riz:  An 
acl  providing  for  a  grant  of  land  for  the  seat  of 
government  in  the  Territory  of  Florida,  and  for 
other  purposes;  An  act  granting  donations  of  land 
to  certain  actual  settlers  in  the  Territory  of  Flor- 
ida; An  act  altering  the  time  of  holding  the  ses- 
sions of  the  Supreme  Court;  were  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  bill  to  discontinue  certain  post  roads,  and 
to  establish  others. 

Various  amendments  were  made  in  the  details 
ot  this  bill— a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Bart- 
LETT,  ot  New  Hampshire,  to  strike  out  the  2d  sec- 
tion, which  discontinues  certain  routes  from  and 
after  the  25lh  of  April  next.  The  nwtion  was 
negatived.  And  the  section  was  gone  through, 
and  almost  the  whole  of  it  stricken  out,  line  by 
line  ;  when  the  Committee  rose,  reported  progress, 
and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 
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The  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  to  which  \  ion,  an  adjournment  earlier  than  the  31st  instant; 
IS  committed  the  bill  to  a  her  the  judicial  districts    which  da/,  therefore,  Se  proposed 
of  V  irgin.a,  and    for   other  purpo.es,   were   dis-  !      Mr.  W.cxl.ffe,  of  KeniucK  PUt  it  to  the  House 
charged  from  the  further  consideration  thereof,      j  whether,  under  the  circumsiaYcrinowi^ 

DAY  OF  ADJOURNMENT  they  would  remain  in  session  to  await  the  arrival 

XM     n  r  KT       -ir    .  .*  °'   ^he  officer  of  this  House,      He  had  iust  been 

Mr.  Conner,  of  New  York,  moved  to  consider    informed  that  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  amved   a^ 

thejoinl  resolution  on  a  day  of  adjournment,  and    Louisville,    so   as  to  leave   that    p"ace  for    Ed- 

called   for   the  yeas  and   nays  on  the  question  of    wardsville  on  the  4th  of  this  month  •  bv  the  10th 

consideration  ;  which  were  ordered.  of  the  month  he  may  have  readied  Ed wardsv  lie  • 

Mr.  Cocke  moved  for  a  call  of  the  House,  pre-  ,  by  the  17th  he  may  have  arrived  at  Lo^fsvileo J 

v.ou,  to  calling  the  yeas  and  nays  hL  return  :  it  wil/take  8  or  10  days  to  get  thence 

1  he  motion  was  carried-ayes  62,  noes  50.  I  to  Wheeling,  and  three  or  four  day.   hence  to  this 

The  roll  was  then  partly  called,  when  Mr.  Tay-  '  place,  supposing  no  interruption  of  thrfournev  to 

LOR    moved   to  dispense   with   the   further   call;    occur:  and  when  it  is  reco  lecied    hatZre  w« 

rinn  wT'^.h'^Tt '°'k  The  question  of  consider-    no  regular  chain  of  steamboat  navfgaiion!  Ind 

ai.on  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  deter-  ,  that  travellers  have  sometimes  to  wait  ^vera  davs 

"1  lh"H°  us:^r';;;,n''  "'^h''k  ,     •        '  '°^  ^  ^*T^^'  ^^^^'^  -^  ^^  in  iheTonlempIat  Ln  rr 

So  the  House  agreed  to  consider  the  resolution,    any  gentleman  to  wait  here  until  the  messeneer 

inuinL  '  "^  ^""'^^  P'°P°'"^  '^'  ^^'*^    returns-say,  till   the  15lh,  or  even   the  loTC 

Mr    A. .  P«   «f  M-        k       ..  ,  ^^^^-    ^^  Wished  the  resolution  were  made  blank, 

ii»r  L^         '       ^**"«c^»"^etts,  proposed  an  ear-    so  as  to  fill  it  with  such  day  as  a  majority  of  the 

xaV  rxT      .^      ,.  I  House  should  be  found  lo  approve. 

Mr.  CcLPEPER,  of  North  Carolina,  was  opposed  I  Mr.  Webster,  of  Massachisetts.said  that  when 
to  an  adjournment  at  so  early  a  day  as  even  the  ,  this  subject  was  before  the  House  The  other  daT 
latest  which  was  proposed.  He  adverted  to  the  the  member  from  Illinois  stated  from  h^s  knowU 
appointment  of  a  committee  of  inves.igation  on  ,  edge  of  the  distance,  dec.  that  anTnswer  to  The 
charges  preferred  against  a  high  officer  of  the  summons  of  this  Hoise  might  be  exr^redbJ  he 
Government,  and  to  the  summons  which  had  been  23d  or  24ih  of  this  month.  ^From  iKcts  w h  ch 
despatched  by  an  officer  of  the  House  for  the  per-  had  since  come  to  the  knowledge  of  th^gTnle^ 
son  who  preferred  those  charges.  The  House  had  man,  Mr.  W.  said,  he  should  lik^e  to  know  wha^ 
been  heretofore  informed  that,  allowing  time  for  was  his  present  opinion  on  that  subject 
going  and  returning,  the  individual  in  question  i  Mr.  Coox  said  that,  when  he  made  a  statement 
might  be  expected  to  arrive  here  by  the  26.h  of  on  this  subject  some  days  ago,  iT  wL  impTible 
this  month.  For  his  part,  he  said,  he  was  unwill-  ;  that  he  should  be  apprized  of  he  obstru™  bTs  to 
ing  to  go  away  without  allowing  a  reasonable  the  progress  of  the  messenger  of  the  Hou  e  He 
time  for  the  return  of  the  messenger,  (fee.  The  had  stated  that  hemight  relurn  by  the 23d  o  24th 
charges  which  had  been  preferred,  had  been  con-  ,  of  the  month,  but  thll  was  upon^he  suppo.ilion 
sidered  o  sufficient  importance  to  entitle  them  lo  that  no  difficJlty  had  occurred  in  his  prog^e  iS 
investiga  ion,  and  he  was  not  disposed  lo  adjourn  the  river.  Since  making  that  statement^  had 
unti    that  investigation  was  completed,  and  the    seen  a  letter  from  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  that  he 

ll:  It  1^^"  "m  ''P°^''^  u'°  '^''  "°"»^'    ^^'  °°^  «^'^  ^«  '^«^e  LoulsviV  befogs  4  o'cock 
when,  he  said,  he  would   express  hi5  opinion  of    in  the  afternoon  of  the  4th  of  May.      He  mieht 

h/h"""" .K    h'  ''^''''^^''^:  «'  consequences,  and    reach  EdwardsviUe  in  five  or  six  days.     If  an  Sp- 
he  hoped  ihe  House  would  do  the  same.  portunily  should   present   itself  for  Resuming  h^ 

Mr.  Warfield,  of  Maryland,  said,  that  every  'journey  by  water,  he  might  return  to  Louifville 
one  knew  that  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  of  this  House  _  in  five  d/ys,  say 'by  the  15th  of  this  month  U 
had  gone  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  to  this  House  '  was  not  probable  that  he  could  reach  this  place 
Mr.  Edwards,  to  be  examined  respecting  certain  in  less  than  fifteen  days  after  his  arrival  at  Louis- 
fK^h^^^K'"'';^  Yu  ^'A^''''^  against  one  of ,  v.lle.  It  would  not  be  reasonable,  therefore,  to 
the  highest  officers  of  the  Government.  Whether,  '  calculate  on  the  arrival  of  the  mesieneer  or  Mr 
in  sending  for  him,  the  committee  of  this  Hou^  Edwards  sooner  than  the  30th  of  the  month  under 
had  done  right  or  wrong,  was  not  now  the  ques-  any  circumstances.  And  if  the  House  is  disposed 
lion  ;  but,  having  done  it,  he  was  of  opinion  that  to  wait  for  him,  said  Mr.  C.  as  I  sincerely  hone  it 
nnl^f  n"^r/°  ^^'^  P«^"«  mterestej,  to  public  is,  that  object  will  be  entirely  defeated  lyl^^l 
opinion,  and  to  consistency  in  the  course  of  this  on  an  earlier  day  for  the  adjournment  than  thi 
body,  would  induce  the  House,  at  all  events,  to  ;  last  of  this  month.  Mr.  C.  rerJ^ated  that  he 
coniiniie  «he  session  until  the  person  to  whom  he  most  sincerely  hoped  that  the  Hoise  would  con- 
of^Trhin^'Jh  5,"'!  ^fc^""  reasonable  opportunity  linue  in  session  un^il  Mr.  Edwards  should  arrTve. 
of  reachmg  the  Seal  of  Government.  Otherwise,  ]  Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware  said  that  there  was 
said  he,  in  what  situation  before  the  public  shall  '  no  member  of  the  House  wTo' would  remain^^^^^^ 

renRirJ'n  t'n  ht'^.l  "'  ^'^  ''  '"?'"^  \^  ^"^  ^"^  ^'^  ''^''^^  V^o\or.ge6,  at  greater  per^nal  in' 
d.,P  rTl.  ,^  ,hl  '^'\^''''^l  »°  «  £^«=^^;  bu^  a  convenience,  or  sacrifice  of  inTeresi  o/ of  feeling, 
due  re  pect  to  the  distinguished  officer  whose  ,  than  himself.  But  it  was  too  late  now  for  geS' 
conduc  is  arraigned,  and  to  every  consideration  '  tlemen  to  listen  to  considerations  of  that  des^rip- 
connected  with  the  subject,  forbade,  in  his  opin-    lion.     The  decision  has  been  taken.     Every  gen- 
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tlemaD  must  have  known,  when  this  investigation 
was  instituted,  that  it  would  be  attended  with  se- 
rious inconveniences.     I  was  myself  fully  aware 
of  It,  said  he,  and  it  was  for  that  reason,  among 
others  of  higher  import,  that  I  was  opposed  to  the 
institution  of  this  committeeof  investigation.    The 
House,  however,  determined  to  go  on,  and  it  does 
appear  to  me  to  be  due  to  the  parties  and  to  the 
character  of  the  House,  that  it  shall  now  be  car- 
ried through,  and  that  every  opportunity  shall  be 
given,  to  all  the  parties  concerned,  for  a  full  in- 
vestigation.    Laying  aside  all  personal  considera- 
tions, the  public  good  demanded  this  course.   From 
what  had  been  said  by  the  honorable  member  from 
Illinois,  it  was  apparent  that  an  earlier  day  for  the 
arrival  of  Mr.  Edwards,  than  the  last  day  of  the 
month,  could  not  be  fixed.   But  the  reasons  which 
influenced  him,  Mr.  McL.  said,  would  prevent 
bim  from  voting,  at  this  time,  to  fix  any  day  of 
adjournment.      The  committee  of  investigation 
bad   sent   for   the  individual  who   preferred  the 
charges  which  are  under  investigation.     If  I  un- 
derstand  the  process  with  which  our   officer    is 
charged,  said  he,  it  does  not  authorize  the  Ser- 
gean(-at-Arms  to  bring  this  individual  here.     It  is 
a  mere  summons  to  him  to  attend,  which  he  may 
obey,  or  not.     He  probably  may  not  be  ready — 
few   invividuals   would  be  ready,  at  so  short  a 
notice,  to  set  off  on  so  long  a  journey,  the  day  he 
receives  the  summons.     In  any  event,  he  cannot 
gel  here  before  the  thirty-first  of  the  month,  and 
perhaps  not  for  some  days  later.     And  for  what 
purpose,  sir,  have  we  sent  for  himl     Is  it  to  pre- 
sent himself  here,  and  say,  "  Here  I  am,"  and  thus 
let  the  business  end?     That  is  certainly  not  my 
view  of  the  case.     Here  is  a  charge  which  the 
House  has  deemed  of  sufficient  importance  to  insti- 
tute an  inquiry  in  relation  to  it.     They  have  sent 
for  Mr.  Edwards,  to  deliver  what  testimony  he 
may  be  able  to  afford  in  relation  to  it.     After  this 
is  done,  time  should  be  allowed  for  an  investiga- 
tion of  all  matters  connected  with  this  individual; 
and  I  am  free  to  say  that  I,  for  one,  want  time  to 
follow  it  up.     I  do  not  want  merely  to  have  Mr. 
Edwards  here,  and  to  have  a  report  made  upon 
the  subject,  but  I  want  to  have  a  tuU  investiga- 
tion.    For  these  reasons  I  am  not  willing  now  lo 
fix  a  day  of  adjournment,     if  that  be  done,  in  what 
situation  will   the  House   be  placed?      Suppose 
that  any  accident  should  occur  to  prevent  the  ar- 
rival of  Mr.  Edwards  on  the  thirty-first:  the  day 
being  now  fixed,  the  House  will  have  adjourned, 
perhaps,  the  very  day  before  he  arrives.      This 
course,  Mr.  McL.  said,  he  conceived,  would  be 
unjust  to  the  party  whose  reputation  had  been  as- 
sailed in  the  address  to  the  House.     He  was  wil- 
ling, at  all   risks,  to   remain   till  this  individual 
should  come— have  been  examined  by  the  com- 
mittee, and  the  result  reported  to  this  Hguse,  and 
acted   upon.     If  necessary   to   public  justice,   he 
would  wail  here  until   midsummer  lo  see  these 
objects  accomplished. 

Mr.  Buchanan,  of  Pennsylvania,  entirely  con- 
curred in  mo.>t  of  the  views  of  the  gentleman  from 
Delaware,  but  he  differed  from  him  as  to  his  con- 
clusion.    From  the  information  which  bad  been 


given  to  the  House,  by  the  gentleman  from  Illi- 
nois, it  was  perfectly  evident,  and  must  strike  the 
mind  of  every  body,  that  Mr.  Edwards  cannot  be 
expected  to  arrive  here  before  the  fourth  or  fifth 
of  June.     If  the  House  waited  for  his  arrival  at 
all,  consistency  and  a  sense  of  duty  would  require 
them  to  remain  in  session  until  he  was  examined, 
that  the  information  which  he  possesses  may  be 
eviscerated  and  laid  before  the  House.     On  a  mod- 
erate calculation,  this  will  take  to  the  tenth  of  June; 
and,  said  Mr.  B.,  I  ask  whether  we  will  delay  our 
adjournment  till  that  day  on  this  account,  or  whe- 
ther we  shall  not  rather  adjourn  at  an  otherwise 
convenient  season  ?     If  I  thought,  that,  to  awail 
the  arrival  of  Mr.  Edwards  was  of  any  impor- 
tance to  the  country,  or  to  the  distinguished  offi- 
cer whose  conduct  is  implicated  by  the  charges, 
I  would  remain  here  at  any  sacrifice.     But  I  am 
not  of  that  opinion.     When   Mr.  Edwards  pre- 
sented his  charges  to  this  House,  he  referred  for 
the  foundation  and  support  of  them  to  documen- 
tary testimony,  and  to  that  alone.    That  testimony, 
wiih  the  charges,  is  in  the  possession  of  as  able 
and  impartial  committee  as  was  ever  raised  in  any 
public  body.     I  am  persuaded  that  the  committee 
IS,  or  can  be  in  one  or  two  days,  ready  to  report 
upon  that  testimony.     Now,  I  ask,  how  can  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  implicated    by  an 
adjournment,  without  wailing  for  Mr.  Edwards? 
The  proofs  are  here;  the  committee  is  diligently 
engaged   in   the   examination  of  them,  and   are 
ready  (or  can  be  in  a  short  time)  to  make  their 
report ;  and  I  protest  against  the  idea  of  the  House 
having  committed  itself,  or  pledged  itself  in  any 
way,  to  wait  for  Mr.  Edwards.     The  House  has 
not,  in  any  way,  confirmed  the  decision  of  that 
committee  to  send  for  Mr.  Edwards.     At  the  time 
this  accusation  of  Mr.  Edwards  was  brought  to 
the  House,  I  tried  three  several  times  to  get  the 
Hoor,  to  move  to  lay  it  on  the  table  for  one  day. 
Had  this  been  then  done,  I  am  persuaded  we  should 
have  had  no  further  trouble  with  it.     Believing 
that  the  House  is  not  pledged,  and  that  it  is  nol 
expected  of  us  to  wait  for  Mr.  Edwards ;  and  that, 
as  regards  our  legislative  business,  we  shall  be 
perfectly  prepared  to  adjourn  on  Monday,  I  will 
propose  that  day.     In  any  event,  the  motion  of  my 
friend  from  Maryland  ought  nol  to  prevail.     If 
the  House  determine  to  wait  and  examine  Mr. 
Edwards,  they  ought  to  adopt  the  views  of  the 
gentleman  from  Delaware,  and  not  at  this  lime 
fix  upon  any  day  for  the  adjournment.     If  other- 
wise, the  earliest  day  that  had  been  named  should 
be  taken. 

Mr.  Hamilton,  of  South  Carolina,  said  he  was 
as  little  disposed  as  his  friend  from  Delaware  to 
adopt  a  course  calculated  to  preclude  any  deci- 
sion on  this  subject,  that  was  due  to  the  character 
of  the  House,  or  properly  subservient  to  the  ends 
of  justice.  But,  believing  that  the  views  which 
he  had  taken  of  this  subject  were  erroneous,  he 
could  not  but  bel  ieve,  if  the  House  came  to  the  deci- 
sion which  he  recommended,  it  would  not  subserve 
the  purpose  of  justice,  but  only  vexatiouMy  pro- 
long the  session.  He  begged  leave  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  more  directly  lo  the  subject 
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involved   in  this  question.     What  is  ii?  said  he. 
An    officer   who   has  received    an  appointment 
within  the  gift  of  the  Executive  of  this  country, 
has  made  a  charge  against  an  officer  in  the  Cabi- 
net of  the  Executive.     Instead  of  directing  this 
charge  to  his   proper  Chief,   the  Executive,  the 
accusing  party   has   improperly,  and   I   regret  it, 
thrown  it  into  this  House.     Under  the  excitement 
of  the   moment,  which  I  also  regret,  this  charge 
took  what  I  conceive  an  improper  direction  in  this 
House.     It  has  been  put  into  the  possession  of  a 
committee,  acknowledged  on  all  hands  to  be  ex- 
ceedingly well  qualified  to  investigate  it.     But,  in 
reference  to   the  course  which   the  House  ought 
now  to  lake,  Mr.  H.  said,  it  is   very  proper  that 
the  grounds  of  the  accuser  himself  should  be  taken 
into  consideration.     In  support  of  his  charges,  to 
what  does  he  refer  us?     To  his  own  testTmony 
hereafter  to  be  delivered  ?     To  oral  proof  of  any 
description   whatsoever?     To  any  evidence    be- 
yond the  walls  of  the  Capitol  ?     No  ;  but  to  doc- 
uments already  in   the  possession  of  the  House. 
Under  a  belief  that  this  individual  may  have  done 
wrong,  to  the  character  of  the  officer  to  whom  his 
charges  relate,  a  messenger  has   been  despatched 
by  this  House  to  summon  him  here.     That  was 
supererogatory,  for  the  Executive  had  anticipated 
this  act  ol   the  House,  and,  with   great  propriety, 
because  that  is  the  branch  of  the  Government  to 
which  he  is  at  present  amenable,  transmitted  to 
him  infciructions  to  await   the  proceedings  of  this 
House.     His  presence  here,  however,  Mr.  H.  said, 
was  not  in  the  slightest  degree  material  to  the  de- 
cision of  the  case  before  the  House.      Now,  if 
the  individual  preferring  these  accusations  could 
have  any  just  ground   of  complaint  against  the 
House  for  not  awaiting  his  arrival,  he  admitted 
it  would  be  proper  that  they  should  do  so.     But, 
could  he,  under  all  the  circumstances,  have  any 
cause  of  complaint  on  that  score?     Mr.  H.  con- 
ceived not.     He  understood  (ne  said)  thai  it  was 
in  the  power  of  the  committee  of  investigation, 
from  the  materials  which   they  have  collected,  lo 
make  a  report  in  the  course  of  four  or  five  days. 
Admitting  that,  in  the  result  of  that  investigation, 
it  might  ariite,  thai  justice  required,  on  one  or  the 
other  hand,  further  measures,  was  this   House  to 
lake  them  ?     No;  for,  he  said,  he  did  not  appre- 
hend that,  in  any  event,  it  was  proposed  lo  carry 
the  matter  to  the  extent  of  impeachment.     What 
then  ?     Was  it  desirable  to  have  a  debate  got  up 
in  this  House,  to  involve  the  discussion  of  angry 
and  irritating  topics — a  discussion  which,  it  is  pos- 
sible, would   be  attended  with   most  unpleasant 
con.sequences  ?     If  ultimate  justice  was  necessary 
to  be  done,  by  whom  is  it  to  be  done  ?     By  ihc 
Executive  of  the  country  ;  and,  if  either  individ- 
ual concerned   shall  conceive  that  any  injustice 
has  been  done   to  him,  to   that  authority  lei  him 
appeal  for  redress.     Mr.  H.  here  disclaimed,  most 
positively  and  emphaiically,  any  intention  of  un- 
kindness  in  regard  to  either  of  the  individuals,  in 
the  course  which  he  was  disposed  to  pursue.  But 
remaining  here,  at  vast  co>t  to   the  country,  and' 
at  vast  inconvenience  to   the  individual  members 
of  Congres.s,  he  should  coasider  wholly  unjustifi- 


able. The  gentleman  from  Delaware,  he  said, 
had  admitted  some  things  fatal  lo  his  own  argu- 
ment. It  was  imposible,  he  had  remarked,  lo  say 
whether  Mr.  Edwards  would  be  able,  from  ill 
health,  or  other  circumstances,  to  come  at  all. 
The  very  uncertainty  attending  this  subject  was 
conclusive  why  an  early  day  should  be  fixed  upoa 
for  adjournment.  If  Mr.  Edwards  can  come  at 
all,  he  will  probably  be  here  by  the  24th  or  25ih, 
as  estimated  heretofore,  and,  as  yet,  possible.  But, 
honestly  believing  that  it  was  not  necessary  he 
should  be  present,  Mr.  H.  said,  he  should  vole  for 
an  adjournment  on  the2t)th  instant. 

Mr.  Mercer,  of  Virginia,  said,  if  he  was  un- 
willing to  fix  the  time  of  adjournment  at  present, 
it  was  not  from  regard   to  the  accuser,  whose 
charges  had,   from   the  choice  of  the  individual 
himself,  been  made  from  a  point  distant  from  the 
Capitol,  when  he  might  have  made  them  here, 
had  he  supposed  it  due  to  himself  to  be  present  at 
their  investigation.     Certainly,  after  delaying  the 
mission  to  Mexico  for  eighteen  months,  the  Ex- 
ecutive would  have  had  no  difficulty  in  granting 
the  Minister  five  or  six  days  more  for  that  pur- 
pose. With  regard  to  the  interests  of  the  accused, 
and  of  the  country,  one  ihing  it  was  highly  im- 
portant to  know,  viz  :  whether   the  testimony  of 
this  individual  was  considered  by  the  committee 
of  investigation    to    be   material   or   not.      This 
House  had  no  agency  in   sending  for  him.     The 
warrant  was  issued  antecedent  to  any  proceeding 
on  the  part  of  this  House  upon  the  subject.     We 
are  to  infer,  from  the  fact  that  the  committee  sent 
for  him,  that  Mr.  Edwards  is  deemed  a  material 
witness.     The  committee  had   no  right  to  send 
for  him  unless  his  testimony  was  considered  im- 
portant.    We  have,  therefore,  a  right  to  suppose 
that  hi.H  testimony  is  material,  because  otherwise 
he  would  not  have  been  sent  for.     If  his  testi- 
mony IS  material,  and  we  adjourn  before  his  ar- 
rival, the  public  opinion  will  be,  that  we  have  ar- 
rested the  investigation  of  his  charges.     If  that 
be  the  only  question  to  be  decided,  my  mind,  said 
Mr.  M.,  is  made  up.     I  will  not  do  any  act  that 
shall  comoromit   the   dignity  or  justice  of  this 
House.     Unless  we  have  information,  from   the 
committee,  that  the  witness  is  nol  deemed  a  ma- 
terial one,  I  cannot  consent  to  adjourn  short  of 
the  period  when  Mr.  Edwards  may  arrive  and  be 
examined.     Was  it  possible,  Mr.  M.  asked,  that 
the  House  would  receive  this  accusation,  appoint 
a  committee  to  investigate  it,  and  then  adjourn 
without   acting  conclusively  upon   it?     It   was 
highly  important,  to  the  proper  decision  of  the 
pending  question,  to  know  from   ihe  committee 
what  were  the  views  which  he  entertained   of 
the  consequence  of  Mr.   Edwards's   testimony; 
and  Mr.  M.  rested  the  question  on  this  ground- 
that,  if  ihe   testimony  of  Mr.  Edwards  was  ma- 
terial, the  House  ought  to  remain  in  session  until 
he  arrived,  and  that  the  House  had  a  right  to  pre- 
sume it  was  .so,  until  informed   by  the  committee 
to  the  contrary. 

Mr.  Mangdm,  of  North  Carolina,  said  he  was 
as  anxious  as  any  member  of  the  House  could  be^ 
lo  leave  this  wretched  place,  and  return  home,  if, 
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contrary  to  his  opinion  of  the  nf)atter,  a  sense  of 
duty  would  allow  of  an  adjournment  as  early  as 
was  proDosed.     It  had   been  said  that  the  act  of 
calling  for  Mr.  Edwards  was  not  the  act  of  this 
House,  and,  further,  that  the  presence  of  the  ac- 
cuser is  not  necessary— and  that  he  himself  has 
shown  that  it  is  not.     But,  said  Mr.  M.,  we  have 
committed  the  investigation  of  this  matter  to  a 
committee  composed  of  gentlemen   esteemed  on 
all  sides  of  the  House  for  their  superior  intelli- 
gence and   unquestionable  integrity.     That  com- 
mittee, in  its  wisdom,  has  decided,  and,  I  believe, 
with  perfect  unanimity,  that  Mr.  Edwards  .should 
be  brought  before  them.     It   is  to  be  presumed 
there  are  some  matters  of  fact  which   he  is  ex- 
pected to  disclose,  which  mak9  his  presence  ne 
cessary;  and,  until   I  hear  to  the  contrary  from 
that  committee,  I  shall  oppose  my  humble  opinion 
and   voice   again.st   an    adjournment    before   Mr. 
Edwards's  arrival.     And   this  view  of  the  case 
appeals  most  strongly,  not  to  the  friends  of  the 
dis-iinguisht'd  per>on   who  stands  accused   before 
us,  and  in  so  delicate  a  relation  to  this  House  and 
to  the  nation,  but  to  the  friends  of  Mr.  Edwards. 
What  will  be  the  const-quence  if,  after  the  solemn 
decision  of  our  committee,  that  it  is  necessary  Mr. 
Edwards  should  be  brought  before  this  House,  we 
should  say  his   presence  is  entirely  unnecessary, 
and  that  a   reference  to  documentary  testimony 
only  is  necessary?     If  such  be  the  fact,  why  is  it 
not   announced   to   the   House   from   the    proper  I 
source,  the  committee  which  sent  for  him  1     It  is  ! 
not  announced,  and  I,  therefore,  presume  that  the 
opinion  still  exists  that  Mr.  Edwards  ought  to  be 
here.     And,  whilst  this  is  the  fact,  we  siiall  treat 
the  just  claims  of  this  high  officei  (the  Secretary  i 
of  the  Treasury)  with  worse  than  scorn  and  con- 1 
tumely,  if,  after  having  sent  for  his  accuser,  we 
adjourn  before  he  comes,  and  deprive  the  accused 
of  the  opportunity  of  a  full  and  fair  investigation  ' 
of  these  charges.     On  the  other  hand,  what  have  j 
you  done?     Have  you  not,  to  a  certain  extent,! 
endorsed  these  charge.s  ?     That  which  never  could 
have  stuck  to  the  character  of  the  Secretary,  have 
you  not  fixed  there,  by  a  solemn  act,  in  recog-  i 
nising  the  claim  of  these  charges  to  investigation?  I 
And  will  you  abandon  the  investigation,  and,  as  I 
far  as  you  can,  suffer  the  obloquy  to  remain  ?     It  | 
has  been  said  that  it  is  due  to  both  these  high  I 
officers,  the  accuser  as  well  as  the  accused,  that  t 
this  investigation  should  not  be  closed  without  ' 
waiting  for  Mr.  Edwards.     As  to  one  of  these  | 
persons,  Mr.  M.  said,  he  differed  from  the  gentle-  ' 
man  who  thus  said;  because,  as  to  the  accu>er,  he  I 
could  have  made  his  charges  at  anv  time,  as  well  i 
as  when  he  did  make  them— and,  if  it  had  been  ' 
absolutely   necessary   that  he   should   be   present 
during  the  investigation,  he  could  have  procured 
himself  the  opportunity  of  being  so,  without  the 
invitation  of  this  House.     He  selected  his  time; 
and,  near  the  close  of  the  session,  when  he  is  at  a 
distance  from  the  Seat  of  Government,   he  has 
preferred  to  present  his  charges.     We  have  par- 
tially sanctioned  those  charges  by  consenting  to 
investigate  them;   and    shall   we  submit   to   the 
humiliating  construction  of  abandonin<T  the  in- 
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'  quiry  by  adjourning  before  The  investigation   is 

closed  ?     To  try  .he  sense  of  the  House  on  the 

subject,  whether  it  is  prepared   to  act   upon  its 

present  information,  he  moved  that  the  resolution 

;  lie  on  the  table. 

The  question  on  this  motion  was  taken  with- 
out debate,  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  in  the 
negative. 

Mr.  Alexanoer  S.myth.  of  Virginia,  then  rose 
and  said  that  he  should  vole  for  adjourning  on  the 
31st  of  the  present  month.     He  should  not  be  in 
favor  of  waiting  till  that  day  for  the  arrival  of 
the  individual  who   had   been   sent  for,  and  the 
prosecution  of  the  inquiry  which  had  been  com- 
menced, were  that  to   be  the  sole  object.     But  he 
thought  that  the  time  of  the  House  might  be  fully 
and  usefully  occupied  in  business  of  a  public  and 
strictly   parliamentary   kind.     He   had    been    in- 
formed  by  a  gentleman,  on  whose  accuracy,  in 
matters  pertaining  to  the  business  of  this  House, 
he  had  been  in  the  habit  of  relying,  that  there  yet 
remained  as  many  as  ninety  bills  and  thirty  re- 
j  pori.s  of  committees,  yet  unacted  upon,  or  only  in 
I  part  attended  to.     These  would  usefully  occupy 
I  the  time,  and  it  was  very  possible  that,  before  the 
;  day  he  had  mentioned,  the  person  expected  might 
arrive.     He  thought  the  gentleman  from  Illinois 
mistaken   in   his  calculation   when   he  said  that 
that  person  could  not  be  here  before  the  31st  in- 
stant.     He  believed  that  the  journey  from  Louis- 
j  ville  to  this  city  might  be  accomplished  in  ten 
days;  and,  in  that  case,  the  messenger  might  re- 
turn  by  the  24th  of  this  month.     He  considered 
the  House  bound  to  allow  a  reasonable  time  for 
the  arrival  of  the  person  whose  attendance  it  had 
I  required.     Public  opinion,  with  what  justice  he 
I  should  not  say,  would  set  down  every  individual 
of  this  House,  on  one  side  or  the  other,   in  this 
affair,   and   would   attribute  every   part  of  their 
conduct  to  partiality  and  design.     It  was  the  duty 
of  the  House,  as  much  as  possible,  to  avoid  giving 
occasion   for  such   retlfctions.     It   had   been   ol>- 
jected  that  the  sending  for  .Mr.  Edwards  was  only 
the  act  of  a  committee.     True:  but  that  commit- 
tee received  its  authority  to  send  for  him,  from 
this  House;  they  have  reported  their  proceedings 
in  sending  for  him  to  this  House,  and  this  House 
has  transmitted  those  proceedings  to  the  President 
of  the   United  States;  and  thereby  given  to  the 
act  of  sending  for  him  every  sanction  which  the 
circumstances  would    admit.     The  accuser  had 
made  a  variety  of  statements  in  relation   to  the 
officer  accused ;  it  was  proper  that  he  should  be 
put  upon  his  oath,  and  cross-examined.     On  the 
whole,  considering  the  public  interest,  the  dignity 
of  this  House,  and  the  character  and  public  sta- 
tion of  both  the  individuals  concerned,  he  could 
not  consent  to  vote  for  an  earlier  day  than  the  3lst 
instant. 

Mr.  Webster  observed  that,  as  in  a  case  of 
fact  with  which  he  was  not  personally  acquaint- 
ed, he  must  rely  on  the  opinion  of  some  other  per- 
son, he  thought  it  proper  to  take,  as  his  best  guide, 
the  opinion  of  the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  who, 
being  an  inhabitant  of  that  part  of  the  Union 
through  which  the  person  sent  for  had  to  travel, 
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was  to  be  presumed  best  acquainted  with  the 
probable  time  at  which  he  could  arrive.  That 
gentleman  declares  it  as  his  opinion  that  he  can- 
not be  in  tins  city  before  the  30th  of  the  present 
month.  If  so,  the  31st  was,  of  all  days  in  the 
year,  the  most  improper  and  the  most  unlucky 
that  could  have  been  selected.  He  had  much 
rather  agree  to  an  earlier  or  a  later  day.  The 
question  to  be  settled  was,  whether  the  House 
shall  wait  for  the  witness  who  had  been  summon- 
ed ?  If  It  determined  lo  wait,  then  the  7th  or  8th 
of  June  would  be  the  earliest  period  which  it 
could,  with  propriety,  fix  for  adjournment.  As  to 
the  expediency  or  inexpediency  of  waiting,  he 
meant  to  express  no  opinion,  far  less  to  represent 
that  of  the  investigating  committee.  It  was  agreed 
on  all  hands,  that  the  ordinary  legislative  business' 
which  demanded  the  attention  of  the  Hou.se,  might 
begot  through  with  by  the  24th  or. 25th  instant. 
If  the  House  did  not  choose  to  wait  for  Mr.  Ed- 
wards, he  presumed  one  of  those  days  would  be 
a  proper  one;  if  it  did  choose  to  wait,  then  the 
7lh  or  8th  of  June  would  be  the  proper  time.  At 
all  events,  he  considered  the  middle  ground  as  the 
worst. 

Mr.  Warfielo  rose  in  reply,  and   said   he  was 
very   .sorry   that  the   honorable   gentleman   from 
Massachusetts  should  consider  the  31st  day  of  the 
month  as  so   peculiarly  unlucky.     That  day,  he 
believed,  came  on  a  Monday.     If  it  had  fallen  on 
a  Friday,  he  should  have   been   less  surprised   at 
the  opinion,  as   he   had   heard  P'riday  called  the 
hangman's  day.     He  had   proposed  that  day,  on 
the  first  suggestion  of  the  gentleman  from  Illinois 
that  Mr.  Edwards  would   probably  arrive  on   the 
24th,  in  which  case  the  3lst  would   leave  ample 
time  for  any  examination  the  House  or   the  com- 
mittee might  require.     That  the  House  can   get  I 
through  with  the  legislative  business  by  the  24th,  I 
was  mere  matter  of  opinion.     An  honorable  gen- 
tleman  from  Virginia,  on  whose  minute  attention 
to  the  business  ol   this  House  he  had  been  in  the 
habit  of  relying,  had  just  told  the  House  that  it  had 
business  enough  to  occupy  its  attention   till   the 
31st  of  the  month;  in  which  case,  he  did  not  see 
how  that  could    be  considered   as  an  ''  unlucky" 
day,  or  as  ''middle  ground."     It   was  true,   the 
House  Itself  had  not  sent  for   the  individual,  but 
its  resolution  had  empowered  a  committee  of  its 
own  members  to  send  for  persons  and  papers.    No 
farther  act  of  authority  was  needed,  and  the  House 
had  sanctioned  the  act  of  the  committee  so  far  as 
it  could  do  so. 

It  was  urged  that  the  personal  testimony  of  this 
witness  was  not  matt-rial ;  that  he  had  referred  to 
documentary  evidence  for  every  part  of  his  charge 
and  that  none  other  was  requisite.  If  this  was 
the  fact,  the  House  need  sit  no  longer;  and,  if  the 
committee  of  investigation  will  rejwrt  that  fact  to 
this  House,  he  would  vote  for  a  speedy  adjoarn- 
ment.  But  he  considered  tlie  argument  as  un- 
satisfactory. No  such  fact  had  been  reported  by 
that  committee.  On  the  contrary,  they  had  them- 
selves sent  for  this  witness.  He  viewed  the  repu- 
tation of  all  parlies  as  involved,  and  he  heartily 
asaented  to  the  sentiment  that,  let  the  result  strike  | 
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where  it  may,  the  investigation  should  proceed. 
He  trusted  the  House  would  persevere,  as  he 
thought  they  could  not,  with  propriety,  retrace 
their  steps. 

xMr.  Cook  said,  in  rising,  that  he  had  not  Uken 
the  floor  to  discuss  the  propriety  of  fixing  on  any 
particular  day  for  the  adjournment  of  the  House. 
He  was  disposed  to  think  that,  from  the  course 
this  business  had  taken,  the  presence  of  the  person 
sent  for  might  be  material  to  the  accused,  and  to 
the  other  party  also.     The  Hou.se  having  so  far 
acted  as  to  recognise  the  propriety  of  sending  for 
Mr.  Edwards,  it  appeared  proper,  with  regard  to 
consistency  of  conduct,  that  the  House  should 
wait  for  his  arrival.     What  he  more  particularly 
rose  for,  was  to  reply   to  some  remarks  of  the 
member  from  North  Carolina.     As  (said  Mr.  C.) 
no  member  of  the  House  appears  disposed  to  ex- 
press an  opinion  in  regard   to   the  merits  of  the 
matter  now  before  the  committee  of  investigation, 
I  was  some  little  surprised  that  the  honorable  gen- 
tlemen should  venture  or  think  it  necessary  to  ex- 
press an  opinion  as  to  the  merits  of  the  claim  of 
either  party   concerned   to   be  heard    before   this 
House,  or  contest  the  claim  of  one  party  as  he  did, 
when  he  intimated  that  the  situation  of  the  absent 
party  claimed  no  indulgence  at  the  hands  of  the 
House.    The  honorable  member  spoke  of  the  time 
of  preferring  the  charges,  and  said,  in  substance, 
that  other  and  previous  times   might   have   been 
selected,  and,  not  having  been,  that  party  had  no 
claim  on  the  consideration  of  the  House.     It  is  to 
correct  this  statement  only  that  I  have  risen,  for 
my  honest  wish  was,  and   is,   not   to   indulge  in 
feeling  in  regard  to  this  matter  until  I  see  .some- 
thing which  is  in  my  opinion  calculated  to  place 
in  an  unfair  light  the  facts  respectin^^  this  contro- 
versy, and  then  the  relation  in  which   I   stand  to 
the  House,  to  the  country,  and  to  the  party*  which 
has  preferred  these  charges,  would  require  me  to 
correct  such  erroneous  statements;  and  for  this 
purpose  1    now  rise.     I    will    state   the   circum- 
stances of  this  case,  in  a  preliminary  pomt  of 
view,  without  attempting  to  stale  what  will  be  its 
ultimate  result.     It  is  known  to  this  House  that  a 
report  was  made  by  the  Treasury  Department  to 
this  House  on   the  22d   of  March.     That  report 
impugned  the  veracity,  and  of  course  impeached 
the  character  of  Mr.  Edwards.     Upon  the  face  of 
the  document  itself,  it  is  lo  be  presumed,  and  I  be- 
lieve it  can  be  incontestably  proved,  that  it  was 
that  report  which  elicited  the  Address  of  Mr.  Ed- 
wards to  this  House.     But,  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  says  that  a  previous  time  might 
have  been   selected   for  it.     Let  me  remind   the 
gentleman,  who  was  not  a  member  of  the  last 
Congress,  that  this  House  did  then   undertake  to 
investigate  a  part  of  this  subject.     There  is  noth- 
ing, upon  the  ground  of  his  silence  upon  this  sub- 
ject, that  can  in  any  degree  justly  prejudice  Mr. 
Edwards's  standing  on  the  same  footing  with  the 
individual  whose  conduct  he  has  arraigned.    They 

•  It  miy  be  prop4>r  for  the  doe  undenUndingof  this 
passage,  and  of  others  in  the  debate,  to  sute  that  Mr. 
Cuok  LI  the  son-in-law  of  Mr.  Edwards. 
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both  stapd  on  the  same  grouod.     The  individual 
who  has  sent  this  memorial  to  Congress,  has  his 
reputation  assailed ;  and,  in  the  course  of  the  ar- 
gument of  his  memorial,  he  goes  on  to  show  that 
the  foundation  is  not  solid — and  this  argument  he 
addresses  to  this  House,  to  whom  the  report  in 
question   was   made.     These   individuals,    there- 
fore, ought  both  to  be  considered  as  standing  on 
the  same  ground.     Let  justice  be  done  to   them  ; 
let  the  truth  be  disclosed  ;  and,  nearly  as  I   stand  i 
in  relation  to  one  of  them,  I  am  willing  to  see  ■ 
justice  done,   and    the  sharp  edge  of  truth   cut  , 
whomsoever  shall  come  in  the  way  of  it.     It  i?  I 
not  just — it  is  not  consistent  with   the  nature  ofj 
the  discussion  this  morning,  to  express  opinions  to  i 
the  prejudice  of  one  or  the  other  of  these  individ- 1 
uals.     I  have  myself  abstained  from  doing  so,  and  I 
trust  I  shall  continue  to  abstain,  having  risen  now 
only  to  correct  what  appeared  to  me  to  be  incor- 
rect in  the  view  which  had  been  taken  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  North  Carolina. 

Mr.  Taylor  here  required  the  previous  ques- 
tion, but  the  House  refused  to  sustain  the  call. 

Mr.  Mangum  then  replied  to  Mr.  Cook.  He 
said  he  could  not  but  exceedingly  regret  that  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois  should  have  misconceived 
the  remarks  which  he  had  made.  If  I  understood 
myself,  if  the  Hou«e  understood  me,  and  I  beg  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois  now  distinctly  to  undir- 
siand  me,  I  expressed  this  opinion  :  that  the  situa- 
tion of  the  Secretary  of  tfie  Treasury  is  at  this 
time  one  of  peculiar  delicacy,  as  it  relates  to  his 
standing  towards  the  American  people;  that,  these 
charges  having  been  preferred  at  this  late  period 
of  the  session,  and  the  House  of  Representatives 
having  instituted  an  inquiry  into  them,  it  behooved 
the  House  to  prosecute  this  inquiry  to  a  close.  I 
did  draw  a  distinction,  and  I  believe  that  every 
gentleman  in  this  House  who  is  unconnected  with 
the  parties  in  point  of  feeling,  will  sustain  me  in 
it,  between  the  relative  situation  of  the  parties. 
This  w  not  as  interesting  a  matter  to  the  accuser 
as  to  the  accused.  The  personal  attendance  of 
the  former  is  m  nowise  necessary,  unless  he  is  in 
turn  aiisailed,  and  he  desires  a  suspension  of  opin- 
ion until  he  can  be  heard.  Were  these  charges 
referred  to  a  committee  for  the  purpose  of  trying 
Mr.  Edwards?  Is  it  with  a  view  of  ascertaininor 
whether  he  is  guilty  or  not  guilty  that  this  cora"^ 
mittee  has  been  instituted  ?  I  had  understood  to 
the  contrary,  and  I  regret  that  the  gentleman 
should  be  so  fastidious  on  the  occasion — on  an 
occasion  on  which  he  professes  not  to  have  any 
feeling,  and,  it  is  to  be  presumed,  has  none.  It  is 
because  this  committee  is  raised,  not  to  try  Mr. 
Edwards — upon  whose  merits  I  expressly  disavow 
having  formed  any  opinion,  and  much  less  would 
I  now  express  any,  if  I  had  formed  one— but  to 
try  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  that  he  is  most 
interested  in  it.  It  is  due  to  consistency — it  is  due, 
if  I  may  say  so,  to  an  honorable  course,  not  to  aban- 
don this  inquiry  after  having  instituted  it.  Upon 
this  subject,  I  hope  my  course  has  appeared  per- 
fectly correct  in  the  estimation  of  every  gentleman 
in  the  House,  the  one  from  Illinois  excepted.  I 
mean  not  to  throw  myself  into  the  arena  as  the 


I 


artisan  of  any  man.     If  a  blow  is  to  fall,  let  it 
ight  on  the  right  one,  fall  where  it  may.     The 
public  mind  is  excited   by  this  subject.     All  cir- 
cumstances call  upon  us  to  pursue  the  investiga- 
tion ;   and,   if  I   were  a  political   enemy  of  the 
individual  accused  before  us,  I  should  feel  myself 
bound   to  prosecute  the  investigation  whilst  his 
friends  claimed  it.     And  if  when  it  is  brought  to 
a  close,  the  accuser  cannot  substantiate  his  charge  ; 
if  the  blow  fall  on  him,  and  he  stagger  under  it, 
it  will  not  have  been  aimed  at  him  either  by  this 
House  or  others.     If  it  fall  on  the  Secretary,  it 
will  be  because  it  was  aimed  at  him:  and, whilst 
he   claims  a  trial ;    whilst   his   friends    claim    a 
thorough  investigation  of  these  charges,  shall  we 
refuse  him  a  right  which  is  due  to  the  vilest  cul- 
prit in  the  land  ?     I  hope,  sir,  I  shall  be  understood, 
when  I  expressly  disavow  appearing  here  as  the 
partisan  of  any  body.     I  am  only  the  humble  de- 
fender of  what  I  consider  to  be  due  to  the  char- 
acter of  this  House,  to  the  individual  charged,  and 
to  a  just  respect  to  the  people  whom  we  represent. 
Mr.  Forsyth,  of  Georgia,  said,  he  entirely  con- 
curred in  the  opinion  that,  granting  all  sumcient 
time  for  the  arrival  and  examination  of  Mr.  Ed- 
wards, the  House  might  be  able  to  adjourn  by  the 
7tt)  day  of  June,  and  he  proposed  that  day  accord- 
ingly.    It  was  due  to  the  character  of  this  House 
that  it  should  remain  here  till  that  time,  even  at 
great  expense,  and  great  personal  sacrifice.     He 
adverted   to  the  necessity  of  acting  on  this  case 
with  precision  and  on  mature  reflection,  that  im- 
proper conclusions  may  not  be  drawn,  as  to  the 
motives  which  govern   the  House  in  its  course, 
by  the  people  of  the  United  States,     This  memo- 
rial of  Mr.  Edwards,  said  Mr.  F.,  bears  date  the 
6thof  April,  and,  by  due  course  of  the  mail,  should 
have  arrived  here  on  the  lOih  day  of  that  month. 
The  first  information  which  the  House  had  of  the 
existence  of  this  packet,  was  on  the  19lh  of  April ; 
and,  by  a  singular  coincidence,  that  was  the  very 
day  when   the  Senate  fixed  upon  a  day  for  the 
adjournment  of  the  two  Houses.     The  House  of 
Representatives,  with  a  feeling  which   a  sense  of 
justice  was  calculated  to  inspire,  instituted  a  com- 
mittee to   investigate  the  subject,  and  clothed  it 
with   power  to  send  for  |>ersons  and   papers.     On 
the  21st,  a  resolution  was  submitted  by  me,  which 
was  not  agreed  to,  to  communicate  the  fact  to  the 
Executive.     On   another   day,  a   nearly    similar 
resolution  was  offered  by  another  gentleman.     On 
the  22d,  the  committee  reported  a  part  of  their 
proceedings,  and  advised  this  House  that  they  had 
ordered  the   messenger  of  the  House  to   pursue 
Mr.  Edwards,  for  the  purpose  of  calling  him  before 
them.     This  messenger  left  the  City  of  Washing- 
ton on  the  24ih.     To  make  the  greater  speed,  he 
passed  by  Baltimore,  under  the  absurd  pretext  that 
he  was  liable  to  be  interrupted  in  his  journey  by 
the  usage  of  the  stage  office  giving  preference  to 
other  passengers,  as  if  ii  were   possible  for  any 
stage-coach  usage  lo  arrest  the  messenger  of  this 
House.     He  went  down  the  river  from  Wheeling, 
and  arrived  at  Louisville  on  the  3d  ;  and  we  are 
now  informed  that  it  is  impossible  he  can  arrive 
here  before  the  4ih  of  next  month.     In  what  sit- 
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uation,  sir,  shall  we  be  placed  if  this  investigation 
be  suspended  ;  if  the  House  adjourns  without 
waiting  for  this  individual  ?  What  was  the  ob- 
ject of  the  address  in  which  the  charges  have  been 
preferred  ?  To  defend  the  reputation  of  the  late 
Senator  from  Illinois?  To  defend  himself !  How? 
By  accusation  of  another  ?  It.is  not  worth  while 
to  mince  matters  in  a  case  of  this  kind.  It  is  im- 
possible for  any  individual 

Mr.   Thimblk,   of  Kentucky,    here   rose,  with 


permission  of  Mr.  Forsyth,  to  explain,  that  the 
mes.senger  of  the  House,  in  going  by  Baltimore, 
had  acted  by  the  advice  of  others  who  knew,  by 
experience,  that  it  was  the  surest  route,  with  a 
view  to  expedition. 

Mr.  Forsyth  disclaimed  any  intention  to  blame 
the  messenger,  having  no  doubt  he  had  acted  upon 
advice  and  information  of  others — there  certainly 
was  a  dav  lost  by  his  taking  that  route.     Mr.  F, 
resumed  his  argument.     It  is  impossible,  said  he, 
for  any  member  of  the  House  to  read  this  address 
to  believe  that  the  object  of  the  person  making 
the  charges  was  to  punish  the  individual  charged, 
through  the  agency  of  the  powers  of  this  House. 
My  own  impressions  are,  that  the  individual  ex- 
pected that  his  address  would  be  printed,  under 
the  sanction  of  this  House,  and  that  no  further 
notice  would  be  taken  of  it ;  and  that  it  would  be 
the  foundation  for  assailing  the  reputation  of  the 
individual  whom  he  accuses,  through  the  ensuing 
Summer— for  what  purpose,  everybody  can  under- 
stand.    This   object    has    been    disappointed,    by 
the  investigation  which  the  House  had  ordered. 
In  iustice  to  the  individual  whose  conduct  is  as- 
sailed—I  speak  not  of  him  as  a  n  officer  ;  not  of  the 
purity  of  his  character,  and  the  integrity  of  hi» 
conduct,  which  I  believe  lo  be,  in  truth,  his  only 
reproach — but  of  his  pretensions  to  the  first  office 
in  the  gift  of  the  people— this  investigation  should 
be  fully  prosecuted,  unless   this  House  means  to 
make  itself  a  party  in  the  projects  of  the  individ- 
ual who  has  addressed  it.     A  portion  of  the  charges 
contained  in  his  address  have  been  rung  through 
the  county  these  twelve  months   past,  or   more, 
without  effect,     A  part  of  them  have  been  inves- 
tigated in  this  Hall,  to  the  utter  confusion  of  the 
assailants  of  the  Secretary.     What  is  the  object 
of  the  address  which  now  embodies  them?     Un- 
questionably, to  give  to  them  an  artificial  import- 
ance, to  put  a  stamp  of  credit  on  what  had  been 
already  condemned  by  the  people.     And  by  whom 
is  this  investigation  carried  on  ?     I  mean  to  excite 
no  unplea.sant  feeling  in  the  mind  of  any  gentle- 
inan  in  this  Hall ;  but  it  is  proper,  in  coming  to 
the  determination  which  we  are  to  make  on  the 
question   now  before  us,  that  all  things  should  be 
considered,  which  bear  upon  it.     It  is  known  that 
there  were,  at  the  commencement  of  this  session 
five  individuals  presented  to  this  House  as  candi- 
dates for  their  favor  and  that  of  the  people,  for  the 
Presidential  office.     It  is  known   that  a  majority 
of  this  House  is  favorable  to  the  claims  of  the  four 
other  candidates  in  opposition  to  the  claims  of  the 
remaining  one.     It  is  by  this  House,  thus  disposed 
that  this  investigation  has  been  instituted,     Whai 
will  be  the  inference,  if  these  charges  are  left  m 


suspense,  by  the  adjournment  of  this  House?    I 
ask  gentlemen  to  consider,  what  will  be  the  effect 
of  such  a  course  ?     I  am  sure  sir,  that  there  is  no 
member  of  this  House  who  is  desirous  to  do  injus- 
tice to  the  individual  in  question  ;  but  I  pat  it  to 
every  member  of  this  House,  whether  he  does  not 
at  least  leave  a  "  loop  to  hang  a  doubt  upon"  if  he 
agrees  by  his  vote  to  an  adjournment  before  Mr. 
Edwards  arrives,     AH  that  is  wanted  i»,  that  the 
individual  sent   for  should   be  brought  here,  and 
questioned—"  What  have  you  more  to  say  ?  What 
are   these  defensive  accusations  which  you  talk 
about  as  having  in  reserve  ?"     A  single  hour,  af- 
ter his  arrival,  will  suffice  for  his  answers  to  these 
simple  interrogatories.     It  is  due  to  the  nature  of 
the  subject,  that  we  should  wait  for  the  arrival  of 
Mr.  Edwards,     As  it  is  stated,  that  there  is  reason 
to  believe  he  may  be  here  by  the  30th  of  the  month, 
and  seven  days  will  be  sufficient  for  every  possible 
allowance  of  time  for  his  examination,  and  a  re- 
port by  the  committee,  and  decision  by  the  House 
upon  it,  I  am  in  favor  of  fixing  on  the  7th  June 
as  the  day  of  adjournment. 

Mr.  Cook  said,  it  must  be  painful,  it  could  not 
but  be  painful,  to  a  dignified   and   enlightened 
body,  whose  duty  it  was  most  solemnly  to  decide 
upon  the  merits  of  the  matter  before  the  commit- 
tee of   investigation,  to  see,  upon  an  incidental 
discussion  of  this  description,  the  motives  of  indi- 
viduals misrepresented,  and  erroneous  statements 
made,  either  from  improper  views,  or  because  the 
facts  were  not  correctly  understood.     The  honor- 
able gentleman  from  Georgia,  said  he,  has  stated 
his  belief  as  to  the  motive  of  the  individual  who 
lately  transmitted  an  address  to  this  House,  which 
he  has  ascribed  to  motives,  at  which,  if  true,  every 
honorable  mind  ought  to  revolt.     He  staled,  that 
the  memorial  was  presented,  not  with  the  hope 
of   bringing  on  an  investigation,  but  to  have  it 
printed  without  being  investigated  :  If  I  have  mis- 
understood the  gentlemen,  he  will   correct  me— 
[Mr.  Forsyth  said,  the  gentleman  understands 
me  correctly.]     I  am  not  now,  nor  at  any  other 
time,  if  I  can  avoid  it,  about  to  give  any  opinion 
as  to  the  merits  of  this  controversy— but  let  the 
language  of  the  memorial  speak  for  itself,     la 
the  18ih  page  of  it,  the  memorialist  states  that, 
under  calls  for  information   respecting  the  illicit 
introduction  of  slaves  into  the  United  States,  in- 
formation called  for  by  the  Houste  had  been  with- 
held, and  says,  in  making  the  statement,  "I  chal- 
lenge investigation.'-     And,  at  the  conclusion  of 
his  memorial,  he  says,  that,  if  his  charges  are 
made  in  malice  or  in  falsehood,  it  is  a  misde- 
meanor that  would  prove  him  unworthy  of  the  of- 
fice he  holds,  and  expressly  invites  the  Secretary, 
or  his  friends,  to  make  the  charge  against  him. 
Language  like  this,  said  Mr.  C,  is  in  direct  re- 
pugnance to  the  idea  that  he  wishes  to  shrink 
from  an  investigation  of  his  charges,  and  that  he 
merely  wished  to  afford  food  for  the  newspapers 
during  the  recess  of  Congress.     Whether  it  be 
true  or  not,  I  ask  whether  it  is  proper  for  a  member 
of  this  House,  who  is  to  pass  upon  this  case  be- 
fore God  and  man,  to  express  so  decided  an  opin- 
ion, which  would  go  to  stamp  infamy  upon  one 
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of  the  parlies  in  this  controversy.  I  ask  whether 
this  is  consistent  with  the  di^oihed  altitude  which 
we  ought  to  occupy.  The  honorable  gentleman 
had  belter  wait  for  his  opinionii  until  ihe  report 
from  the  conimittee  be  made,  for  that  commiiiee, 
able  and  honest  as  he  believed  them  to  be,  would 
present  nothing  but  the  truth  in  their  report. 
Then  is  the  time  to  express  such  an  opinion,  if 
the  facts  shall  warrant  U;  and,  sorely  as  1  shall 
regret  it,  on  account  of  the  particular  relation  in 
which  I  stand  to  that  individual,  let  the  power 
of  truth  be  brought  upon  him — if  it  be  sufficient 
to  crush  him,  if  due  to  justice,  and  the  character  of 
the  country,  let  it  be  so.    I  will  not  undertake  to  ex- 

fress  an  opinion,  as  to  the  merits  of  the  Secretary — 
will  wail  until  the  facts  shall  come  in  solemn 
form  before  us — in  that  form  which  shall  justify 
us  in  expressing  an  opinion  thereupon,  before  this 
House  and  the  nation.  If  malice  be  proved,  let 
the  seal  of  reprobation  be  stamped  upon  the  au- 
thor of  the  address.  Sincerely  as  I  should  lament 
it,  my  duty  to  myself  and  to  my  country  would 
oblige  me  to  express  the  truth  upon  the  evidence 
before  us. 

Mr.  Forsyth  said,  the  gentleman  from  Illinois 
was  not  well  acquainted  with  the  address,  or  he 
would  not  have  put  upon  it  the  construction  which 
he  had  :  for  the  author  of  it  expressly  says,  alter 
making  various  charges  against  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  "  I  do  not  a-^k  for  an  i.ivestigation  of 
his  conduct;"  and  yet,  with  this  staring  us  in  the 
face,  the  gentleman  tells  us  that  the  object  of  the 
address  was  an  investigation  !  Whether  the  opin- 
ion I  have  formed  of  the  motives  of  the  addresser 
be  just  or  not,  is  for  the  House  and  the  country 
to  judge.  It  has  been  formed  from  a  fair  and 
simple  view  of  ihr-  facts.  The  conclusion  appears 
to  my  mind,  and  mu.>l  be  to  every  prejudiced 
mind,  irresistible.  Whether  I  am  disqualified  by 
thii  opinion,  forced  upon  me  by  facts  universally 
known,  from  passing  upon  this  case,  it  is  not  for  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois  to  undertake  to  deter- 
mine. 

/  have  never  mingled  in  this  transaction:  my 
opinion  is  formed  from  what  has  appeared  pub- 
licly in  this  House,  and  from  the  documents  be- 
fore us;  /  know  nothing  further  of  this  transac- 
tion. 

Mr.  Tucker,  of  Virginia,  observed,  that  there 
was  by  no  means  that  necessity  for  the  arrival  and 
personal  presence  of  Mr.  Edwards,  which  seemed 
to  be  supposed.  Since  sending  for  him,  the  com- 
mittee bad  investigated  farther  into  the  facts  of 
the  case,  and,  he  believed,  they  were  in  circum- 
stances to  make  a  report  satisfactory  to  themselves 
and  to  this  House.  In  the  meanwhile  it  was  very 
possible  that  that  gentleman  may  come  from 
Louisville  in  ten  days.  He  could  not  think  it 
needful  for  the  House  to  sit  here  till  the  8th  of 
June.  Should  he  not  come  even  till  the  30th,  the 
House  can,  in  that  case,  give  its  powers  to  a  com- 
mittee, and  the  committee  may  sii  during  the  re- 
cess; at  all  events  he  could  not  approve  the  pres- 
ent proposition,  and  must  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  Allen,  of  Massachusetts,  said,  that  he  con- 
curred with  his  colleague  (.Mr.  Webster)  in  the 


opinion  that,  if  the  inquiry  which  has  been  com- 
menced is  to  be  prosecuted,  the  session  must,  ne- 
cessarily, be  protracted  at  least  to  the  most  distant 
day  yet  named.  But,  as  he  was  of  opinion  that 
no  measures  were  to  grow  out  of  that  investiga- 
tion directly  affecting  either  of  the  parties,  he 
thought  it  might  safely  be  committed  to  the  bar 
of  public  opinion.  Let  the  people  investigate — 
they  would  investigate  the  case,  and  the  public 
voice  will  pronounce  upon  the  parties  at  issue. 
On  this  ground  he  was  in  favor  of  the  earliest  day 
named,  which  was  Monday  the  24th.  From  what 
had  already  been  manifested,  in  the  course  of  the 
present  debate,  it  must  be  easy  to  see  what  colli- 
sions of  feeling  will  be  the  result,  if  the  discussion 
is  to  be  pursued  on  this  floor.  Who  could  set 
limits  to  that  discussion  ?  He  did  not  mean  to 
impugn  the  motives  of  honorable  gentlemen — he 
did  not  doubt  the  purity  of  their  intentions.  But 
we  are  human  beings — we  have  passions  and  pre- 
judices which  would  mingle  with  the  operations 
of  our  judgment.  The  American  peojile  would 
approach  the  subject  with  greater  calmness — they 
were  not  in  the  same  atmosphere  which  surrounded 
the  members  of  this  House,  and  he  was  for  lear- 
ing  it  to  their  decision. 

Mr.  P.  P.  Barbour,  of  Virginia,  rose,  not  to 
engage  in  the  debate,  but  to  suggest,  with  great 
deference,  that  the  opinion  of  every  gentleman 
must,  before  this  lime,  be  made  up  as  to  the  proper 
time  for  terminating  ihe  session,  and  to  entreat 
that  the  question  might  be  taken  without  further 
debate. 

Mr.  Mercer  rose  to  state  the  ground  on  which 
he  should  now  vote.  He  had  distinctly  appealed 
to  the  committee  to  know  whether  they  would 
consider  the  testimony  of  the  individual  who  has 
been  sent  for  material  to  the  investigation  before 
them.  I  have  not  investigated  these  charges  my- 
self, said  he.  The  ground  of  them  are  to  be  found 
in  four  volumes  of  documents  which  I  have  not 
had  time  to  examine.  Upon  the  silence  of  the 
committee,  in  answer  to  my  distinct  application 
to  them,  I  shall  consider  the  testimony  of  that 
witness  not  material,  and  shall,  therefore,  vote 
against  a  late  day  of  adjournment. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  fixing  on  the 
7ih  day  of  June,  and  decided  in  the  negative. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  first  day 
of  June,  and  decided  in  the  negative,  95  to  75. 

The  resolution  was  then  made  blank. 

Mr.  Saunders,  of  North  Carolina,  declared  that 
he  had  voted  for  the  latest  day,  and  for  the  l«l 
June  ;  but  as  the  House  ap|)eared  to  be  determined 
not  to  allow  time  for  Mr.  Edwards  to  arrive,  he 
should  now  vote  for  the  earliest  day  proposed. 

After  a  few  observations,  from  Mr.  Campbell, 
of  Ohio,  who  proposed  and  advocated  an  adjourn- 
ment on  the  22d,  and  from  Mr.  Ross,  in  favor  of 
the  27ih  instant,  the  question  was  taken  on  filling 
the  blank  with  that  day  and  agreed  to,  101  votes 
to  73. 

Thus  amended,  the  resolution  was  passed,  and 
returned  to  the  Senate,  who  agreed  to  the  amend- 
ment. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 
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Wednesday,  May  19. 
Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  to  which  was  referred 
the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill   for  the 
relief  of  J.  Ottramare,  reported  their  disagreement 
to  the  .same;  and  the  question  being  taken.  Will 
the  House  concur  in  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means?  it  was  decided  in  the  affir- 
mative. I 
Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  from  the  same  com- ' 
inittee,  to  which  was  referred  the  amendment  of 
the  Senate  to  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  S. 
Moffit,  reported  their  agreement  to  the  said  amend- 
ment, which  was  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  from  the  same  com- 
raittee,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  H. 
Howland,  of  New  York,"  reported  the  same  with- 
out amendment,  and  it  was  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Rich,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to 
which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  en- 
titled "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Alexander  Mc- 
Nair;"  reported  the  same,  with  an  amendment; 
and  the  bill  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  inform- 
ing the  House  that  the  Senate  have  passed  acts  of 
the  following  titles,  to  wit:  "An  act  to  enable  the 
President  to  hold  treatits  with  the  Indian  tribes, 
and  for  other  purposes;"  and,  "An  act  to  provide 
for  the  punishment  of  certain  crimes  when  com- 
mitted in  any  navy  yard,  fort,  arsenal,  magazine, 
dock-yard,  lighthouse,  or  other  place  belonging  to 
the  United  States ;"  in  which  they  ask  the  concur- 
rence of  the  House. 

The  joint  resolution  authorizing  the  purchase 
of  630  copies  of  the  Journals  of  the  Old  Congress, 
from  1774  to  1788,  was  read  a  third  time,  and' 
after  some  conversation  between  Messrs.  Taylor, 
and  Forsyth,  it  was  passed— ayes  87,  noes  40. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  P.  P.  Barbour,  the  House 
again  took  up  the  bill  "for  establishing  a  Territo- 
rial government  in  Florida." 

Mr.  Call  moved  to  fill  the  blank  for  the  salary 
of  the  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  with  $2,000. 

Mr.  Taylor  opposed  the  motion  for  §2,000,  and 
moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  $1,500. 

This  amendment  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Call, 
and  Barbour,  and  carried — yeas  64,  nays  56. 

Mr.  Taylor  offered  a  farther  amendment,  to 
strike  out  $500  as  the  salary  of  the  District  Attor- 
ney, and  insert  "  the  same  salary  as  is  provided  by 
law  for  the  District  Attorney  ol  the  State  of  Ken- 
tucky." The  motion  was  decided  by  yeas  and 
nays  as  follows — yeas  77,  nays  62. 

Mr.  Call  offered  an  amendment  to  the  fourth 
section  of  ihe  bill,  which  was  adopted,  and  the 
bill,  as  amended,  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  moved  to  take  up  the  bill  in 
relation  to  the  accounts  of  Daniel  D.  Tompkins. 
Negatived. 

Mr.  F.  Johnson  moved  to  take  up  the  Post  Of- 
fice bill.  This  motion  was  carried,  and  the  House 
again  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the 
bill  to  discontinue  certain  post  roads,  and  to  estab- 


lish others.  A  great  number  of  amendments  were 
made  to  this  bill;  a  long  list  of  new  post  routes 
were  agreed  to,  and  a  few  unproductive  routes, 
of  small  importance,  were  stricken  out. 

Mr.  F.  JoHNSQN  offered  the  following  amend- 
ment: 

•'  Bt  it  further  enacted.  That  the  sura  of  fifty  thou- 
sand dollirs  be,  and  the  same  ia  hereby  appropriated, 
and  made  subject  to  the  order  of  the  Postma«ter  Gen- 
eral, to  aid  in  defraying  the  expense  of  transporting 
the  mails ;  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Trea- 
sury, not  otherwise  appropriated." 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 
Several    farther  alterations  were  made;  when 
the  Committee  rose  and  reported  progress. 

PIRACY  L\  THE  WEST  INDIES. 
Mr.  Poinsett,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs,  lo  which  was  referred  so  much  of  the  Pre- 
sident's Message  as  relates  to  "  piracies,  by  which 
our  commerce  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  island 
of  Cuba  has  been  afflicted,"  and  to  the  "depreda- 
tions which  have  been  committed  on  the  lawful 
commerce  of  the  United  States,  under  other  pre- 
tences, and  other  color,  in  the  neighboring  island 
of  Porto  Rico,"  made  a  report  thereon  ;  which  was 
read,  and  laid  upon  the  table.  The  report  is  as 
follows: 

That  the  prompt  and  energetic  measures  adopted 
by  Congress,  at  the  commencement  of  their  last  ses- 
sion, seconded  by  the  zeal  and  enterprise  of  the  oflB- 
cers  intrusted  with  the  command  of  the  light  squadron 
destined  to  suppress  piracy  in  the  West  In^es  and 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  have  succeeded  in  putting  a  stop 
to  the  piracies  by  which  our  commerce  bad  been  af- 
flicted in  the  neighborhood  of  the  island  of  Cuba,  as 
far  as  a  foreign  force,  unaided  by  the  public  authori- 
ties of  the  ibland,  could  succeed  in  accomplishing  this 
object. 

These  piracies  had  been  continued  for  years,  under 
the  immediate  observation  of  the  Government  of  the 
island  of  Cuba,  which,  as  well  as  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment, has  been  repeatedly  and  ineffectually  required 
to  suppress  them.  Many  of  them  have  been  com- 
muted hy  boats,  which  remained  concealed  in  the 
harbors  and  under  the  head  land,  until  thej  discov- 
ered their  prey,  which  they  captured,  plundered,  and 
destroyed  upon  the  shores  of  the  island.  When  pur- 
sued by  a  superior  force,  the  pirates  have  escaped  to 
the  shore ;  and  our  commanders  have  been  refused 
permission  to  land  in  pursuit  of  them,  even  on  the 
desert  and  uninhabited  parU  of  the  island. 

It  appears,  from  the  most  respectable  teatimonj, 
that  these  atrocious  robberies  were  committed  by  per- 
sons well  known  in  Havana  and  in  Regla,  where  they 
were  organized  into  a  band;  and  that  the  traffic  in 
their  plunder  waa  carried  on  openly  ;  that  thay  were 
Bomelimea  committed  by  veasels  equipped  at  Havana 
and  at  Regla ;  and  that  they  cautiously  avoided  mo- 
lesting Spanish  vessels,  but  attacked,  without  discrim- 
ination, the  defenceless  vessels  of  all  other  nations. 

The  present  Captain  General  of  the  island  of  Cuba 
has  acted  with  great  courtesy  towards  our  commander 
and  officers  engaged  on  this  service,  and  has  co-oper- 
ated with  them,  by  arresting  the  pirates  who  bad  es- 
caped to  the  shore,  nor  has  he  complained  when  oar 
officers  have  found  it  necessary  to  pursue  tbem,  and 
to  break  up   their  haunts  on  the  desert  and  unfre- 
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CQcnted  keys  that  tiirround  th«  island.  In  no  case, 
however,  within  our  knowledge,  where  pirates  have 
been  seized  by  the  authorities  of  the  island,  have  they 
been  brought  to  that  punishment  their  crimes  merited ; 
and  those  who  are  well  known  to  have  fitted  out  pi- 
ratical cruisers,  and  to  have  sold  their  plunder  with 
the  utmost  notoriety,  are  suffered  to  remain  in  Havana 
■  »nd  Regia,  in  the  unmolested  enjoyment  of  the  fruiu 

of  their  crimes.     Under  these  circumstances,  the  Brit- 
I  1  ishand  American  squadrons  in  those  seas  may  repress 

1  I  piracy,  so  long  as  they  continue  cruising  in  the  neigh- 

borhood of  the  island ;  but  there  is  reason  to  appre- 
hend, that,  on  their  removal,  similar  outrages  on  our 
commerce  will  be  renewed.  In  the  opinion  of  your 
committee,  piracy  can  only  be  effectually  suppressed 
by  the  Government  of  Spain,  and  by  the  authorities 
of  the  island  taking  the  necessary  measures  to  prevent 
piratical  vessels  or  boats  from  being  equipped  or  sail- 
ing from  any  part  of  the  island,  and  to  apprehend 
and  punish  every  description  of  outlaws,  as  well 
those  who  actoally  commit  acu  of  piracy,  as  those 
who  receive  and  traffic  in  goods  plundered  on  the  high 
teas. 

The  commerce  of  the  United  States  with  the  island 
of  Cuba,  superior  to  that  with  Spain  and  all  its  other 
dependencies,  and  fully  equal  to  that  with  France, 
claims  in  a  peculiar  manner  the  protection  of  Govern- 
ment. The  safety  of  that  commerce  requires  that  the 
Government  of  Spain  should  be  urged  to  adopt  prompt 
and  vigorous  measures,  effectually  to  suppress  piracy 
in  the  neighborhood  of  the  island,  and  to  co-operate 
with  the  maritime  Powers  most  interested  in  effecting 
this  object;  and,  your  committee  are  of  opinion,  that, 
for  the  protection  of  this  important  commerce,  and  of 
the  persons  and  property  of  our  fellow-citizens,  when 
in  the  ports  of  the  island,  the  residence  of  consuls,  or 
authorized  commercial  agents  of  the  United  States,  at 
these  places,  is  absolutely  necessary,  and  ought  to  be 
insisted  upon. 

Privateers,  distinguished  from  pirates  only  by  com- 
^       missions  of  most  equivocal   character,  from  Spanish 
officers  whose  authority  to  issue  them  has  never  been 
shown,  have  been  equipped  in  the  island  of  Porto  Ri- 
CO,  and  have  committed    outrages  and  depredations 
upon  the  persons  and  property  of  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States;  outrages,  which  no  commission  could 
divest  of  their  piratical  character.     With  no  other  na- 
val force  than  a  frigate,  a  brig,  and   a  schooner,  they 
presumed  to  declare  a  blockade  of  more  than  twelve 
hundred  miles  of  coast      To  this  violation  of  all  the 
rights  of  neutrality,  they  added  the  absurd  pretension 
of  interdicting  the  peaceable  commerce  of  other  na- 
tions with  all  the  porU  of  the  Spanish  Main,  upon 
the  pretence,  that  it  had  heretofore  been  forbidden  by 
the  Spanish  colonial  laws;  and,  on  the  strength  of 
these  two  inadmissible   principles,  they  issued   cora- 
raisaions  in  the  island  of  Porto  Rico,  to  a  swarm  of 
privateers,  which  have  committed  extensive  and  ruin- 
ous depredations  upon  the  lawful  commerce  of  the 
United   States.     Frequent  remonstrances   have  been 
made,  both  to  Spain  and  to  the  authorities  of  the  isl- 
and,  by  the  Executive,  without  producing  any  effect. 
During  the  last  Summer,  a  special  agent  was  sent  to 
Porto  Rico,  to  obtain  the  restitution  of  American  ves- 
sels captured  by  the  privateers  of  that  island,  and  to 
collect  documentary  evidence  of  the  trials  and  con- 
demaatiou  of  others.     To  the  first  demand,  the  po- 
litical chief  referred  the  agent  to  the  Government  of 
Spain,  declaring  that  he  could  not,  without  an  open 
infractioii  of  fundamental  laws,  take  cognizance  of 


causes  legally  determined ;  that  the  officers  of  that 
province  could  not  proceed,  bat  by  the  express  orders 
of  the  Supreme  Government,  and  to  that,  the  United 
States,  after  the  example  of  Great  Britain,  must  have 
recourse. 

It  appears  by  the  testimony  collected  by  this  gentle- 
man, that  it  had  been  the  practice  of  these  privateers, 
not  to  send  in  their  prizes  to  the  large  and  frequented 
ports,  where  impartial  judges  could  determine  on  the 
validity  of  the  capture,  and  where  the  captured  could 
have  the  means  of  fairly  defending  their  rights;  but 
to  send  them  into  distant  and  obscure  seaports,  where 
the  courts  are  notoriously  corrupt,  and  where  the  cap- 
tains and  owners  were  deprived  of  the  means  of 
making  even  statements  of  their  cases,  'i'here  are 
many  instances  of  vessels  condemned  most  unjustly; 
and,  even  where  they  have  had  the  rare  good  fortune 
to  escape  condemnation,  their  owners  have  been  sub- 
jected to  ruinous  costs  and  charges  ;  and,  in  some 
cases,  before  the  vessels  have  reached  the  port,  the 
cargoes  and  property  have  been  plundered,  and  the 
officers  and  crew  treated  in  a  cruel  and  barbarous 
manner. 

In  San  Juan,  the  principal  town  of  the  island  of 
Porto  Rico,  attempts  have  been  made  to  assassinate 
the  commercial  agent  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
master  of  a  merchant  vessel,  in  order  as  they  believe, 
to  prevent  them  from  taking  legal  measures  to  recover 
property  unlawfully  captured.     Vour  committee  deem 
it  unnecessary  to  enumerate  the  vessels  that  have  been 
captured  and  condemned  without  the  color  of  justice, 
or  to  recapitulate  each   particular  case  of  barbarous 
outrsge  committed   upon  the  persons  and  property  of 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  by  privateers  fitted 
out   in  the  ports  of  Porto  Rico;  outrages,  which,  in 
their  opinion,  would  justify  reprisals  and    a  rigorous 
blockade  of  the  ports  of  that  island.     Your  committee 
forbear  to  recommend  the  immediate  adoption  of  those 
measures,  only,  because  the   Minister  of  the    United 
States  at  Madrid  has  been  instructed  to  remonstrate 
with  His  Catholic  Majesty  on  the  culpable  neglect  of 
the  Spanish  authorities  in  the  island  of  Porto  Kico, 
und  to  require  indemnity  for  the  losses  sustained  by 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  from  the  lawless  con- 
duct of  the   commanders  of  privateers,   bearing  His 
.Majesty's  commission.     That  this  remonstrance  and 
demand  was  not  made  earlier,  arose  from  circumstan- 
ces beyond  the  control  of  Government.      The  former 
Minister  had  left  Madrid   before  his  instructions  on 
this  subject  reached  that  place,  and  the   subsequent 
invasion  o(  Spain  by  France,  and  the  conduct  of  the 
French    commander  of  the  blockading  squadron  off 
Cadiz,  retarded   the   arrival   of  our   present    Minister. 
While   the  committee  advise,  that  Government  wail 
the  result  of  the  negotiation  now  pending,  at  Madrid, 
or,  at  all   events,  the  answer  to  the  remonstrance  of 
our  Minister  at  that  Court,  before  a  resort  is  had   to 
reprisals  and    blockade;  they  earnestly    recommend, 
that  two  or  more  small  cruisers  should   be  constanlij 
kept  off  the  porU  of  San  Juan,  and  in  the  Moro  Pas- 
sage, so  as  to  protect  our  commerce,  and  intercept  at 
the  entrance  of  San  Juan,  Aguadilla,  Mazaguex,  Cape 
Roco,   and   Ponce,  American   vessels  unlawfully  cap- 
tured by  Spanish  privateers  ;  and,  that  the  comman- 
ders of  the  United  States  vessels  of  war  be  instructed 
to  capture,  and  send  into  a  port  of  the  United  Sutes 
for  trial,  any  privateer  that  commiU  an  outrage  on  the 
persons,  or   plunders  the   property,  of  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  on  the  high  seas,  whenever  good  and  suf- 
ficient testimony  of  such  piratical  act  can  be  obtained. 
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GOVERiNMENT  OF  FLORIDA    dfcc. 

A  bill  "to  amend  an  act,  entitled 'An  act  to 
amend  an  act  for  the  establishment  of  a  Territorial 
government  in  Florida,"  was  read  by  sections  and 
amended.  On  the  item  which  fixes  the  salary  of 
the  Distrct  Attorney,  some  debate  arose,  in  which 
Messrs.  Cocke,  P.  P.  Barbour,  Call,  Taylor, 
and  Wright,  look  part. 

Mr.  Call  proposed  to  fill  the  blank  with  five 
hundred  dollars.  Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  to 
fill  it  with  two  hundred. 

The  former  sum  was  carried — ayes  71,  noes  62. 
When  the  bill  and  amendments  were,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Taylor,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  Committee  of  Confer- 
ence on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses 
upon  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  impos- 
ing duties  on  imports,"'  made  a  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Tod  moved  for  a  call  of  the  House  previous 
to  taking  a  vote  on  this  report.  The  motion  was 
not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  A.  Stevenson  moved  to  lay  the  report  on 
the  table  until  the  House  should  be  fuller. 

This  motion  was  agreed  to — ayes  81,  noes  72. 

Mr.  Cook  offered  the  following  joint  resolution, 
which  was  twice  read,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  P. 
P.  Barbour,  was  laid  on  the  table  : 

^'Resolved,  4-c.,  That  the  several  States  which  have 
been  admitted  into  the  Union,  under  any  compact  pro- 
hibiting such  States  from  levying  and  collecting  a  tax 
on  land  for  five  years  next  succeeding  the  sale  of  such 
land  by  the  United  States,  be,  and  they  are  hereby, 
severally  authorized,  whenever  they  may  deem  it  ex- 
pedient, to  subject  all  lands  hereafter  sold  by  the  Uni- 
ted Sutes,  within  their  respective  limits,  to  the  same 
tax  that  they  may  levy  and  collect  on  lands  not  sub- 
ject to  the  provisions  of  such  compacts." 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  '"authorizing  the  purchase 
of  300  copies  of  Way  «t  Gideon's  edition  of  tiie 
Journals  of  the  old  Congress,*'  was  committed, 
reported  the  same  with  an  amendment,  which  al- 
tered the  number  of  copies  from  300  to  630.  The 
House  agreed  to  the  amendment,  and  the  bill, 
as  amended,  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading  this 
day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKi.m,  the  bill  "  for  alter- 
ing the  time  of  holding  the  circuit  court  of  the 
United  Slates  in  the  district  of  Maryland,''  was, 
by  consent,  amended  bysubstituting  May  for  July  ; 
and  the  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time,  passed, 
and  sent  to  the  Senate. 

A  bill  '•  to  alter  the  judicial  districts  of  Virginia 
and  for  other  purposes  ;"  and  the  engrossed  bill 
"  to  alter  the  time  of  holding  the  circuit  court  of 
the  United  States  for  the  district  of  South  Caro- 
lina," having  undergone  several  amendments, 
were  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr  Stewart  offered  the  following,  which  lies 
one  day  : 

'^Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  communicated  to  this 
House  any  report  that  may  have  been  made  bv  the 
Superintendent  of  the  Cumberland  Road,  showing  the 
manner  in  which  the  appropriation  made  during  the 


last  session  of  Congress  for  the   preservation  and  re- 
pair of  the  said  road  has  been  expended." 

Mr.  Livingston,  of  Louisiana,  rose,  and  said, 
that  he  had  understood  from  several  members 
who  voted  yesterday  for  an  adjournment  on  the 
27th,  that  they  had  done  so  because  they  consid- 
tred  the  silence  of  the  members  of  the  committee 
of  investigation  to  the  inquiry,  Whether  the  evi- 
dence of  Mr.  Edwards  was  necessary?  as  equir- 
alent  to  an  admission  that  they  did  not  think  his 
examination  necessary.  Mr.  L.  said  he  rose  to 
correct  this  erroneous  conclusion.  The  members 
of  the  committee  had  not  answered,  he  presumed, 
although  he  only  spoke  for  himself,  because  no 
other  vote  had  ever  been  taken  as  to  the  necessity 
of  such  examination,  except  that  by  which  the 
witness  had  been  ordered  to  attend;  and  no  mem- 
ber of  the  committee  could,  therefore,  express  the 
opinion  of  that  body  in  answer  to  the  inquiry. 
The  fact,  however,  was,  that  every  member  of 
the  House  could  as  well  judge  of  the  propriety  of 
waiting  for  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Edwards  as  the 
committee  could.  The  committee  had  no  other 
evidence  than  that  before  the  House.  He  thought 
it  necessary  to  make  this  explanation,  to  give  any 
gentleman  who  had  voted  under  an  erroneous 
impression,  an  opportunity  to  move  for  a  recon- 
sideration. 

REGULATION'  OF  STEAM  VESSELS. 

Mr.  Vinton  offered  the  following  : 

''Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  provid- 
ing by  law,  that  no  license  to  navigate  any  of  the 
waters  of  the  United  Sutes  shall  be  granted  to  any 
l»oat  or  vessel  hereafter  built  and  moved  or  propelled 
by  fire  or  steam,  upon  the  principle  of  construction 
commonly  called  "  high  pressure ;"  nor  to  any  boat 
or  vessel  heretofore  built  and  moved  or  propelled  by 
fire  or  steam,  that  shall  hereafter  be  fitted  up  or  pro- 
vided with  any  engine  or  other  machine  intended  to 
move  or  propel  such  boat  or  vessel  upon  the  principle 
of  construction  aforesaid." 

Mr.  LivERMORE  was  desirous  of  information  on 
the  diflierence  of  construction  between  steam  en- 
gines of  high  and  of  low  pressure. 

Mr.  Vinton  said  he  believed  the  Parliament  of 
Great  Britain  had,  some  years  ago,  prohibited,  by 
law,  any  boat  or  vessel  from  navigating  the  waters 
of  that  country  by  steam  propulsion,  upon  the 
principle  of  construction  embraced  in  the  resolu- 
tion he  had  the  honor  to  submit;  .that,  when  he 
first  heard  of  the  existence  of  such  a  law,  he  was 
forcibly  struck  with  the  propriety  of  adopting 
some  regulation  upon  that  subject  in  this  country, 
also  ;  and  he  thought  our  disastrous  experience 
was  sufficiently  ample  and  mournful  to  leave  no 
doubt  in  the  mind  of  any  gentleman  present,  of 
the  policy  of  providing  a  speedy  remedy  for  so 
alarming  an  evil.  For  himself,  he  said,  the  many 
accidents  from  explosion,  upon  almost  every  puh- 
lic  water  of  the  United  States,  producing  death  in 
its  most  terrific  forms,  and  in  none  more  so  than 
the  recent  casualty  in  the  harbor  of  New  York, 
(the  melancholy  intelligence  of  which,  yesterday, 
excited  in  every  part  of  this  Hall  the  deepest  sen- 
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satioD,)  had  satisfied  him,  not  merely  of  the  pro- 
priety,  but  of  the  absoltUe  nfcessity  of  legislative 
interposition  for  the  preservation  of  the  lives  of 
our  peonie.     A  country  agitated  with  terror  and 
dismay  looks  to  us  for  protection,  and   demands, 
at  our  hands,  security  lor  the  future — a  security 
which,  he  trusted,  would  not  be  denied.    For  thes«? 
reasons,  he  had  brought  forward   this  subject,  at 
the  present   time,  with  the  hope  of  now  calling 
that  attention  of  the  House  toil,  which  might  re- 
sult, on  some  proper  occasion,  hereafter,  in  a  con- 
centration of  its  united  intelligence,   as  well  as 
that  of  the  very  able  committee  to  whom  the  res- 
olution was  proposed  to  be  committed,  in  devising 
some  way  of  putting  a  stop  to  this  tragic  wasie 
of  human  life.     Mr.  V.  said  it  must  be   perfectly 
familiar   to  every  gentleman  present,  that   boats 
are  navigated  by  steam  upon  two  different  con- 
structions, one  of  which  is  commonly  denomi-  I 
'Dated  hiffh  and  the  other  loto  prtssure.     The  latter  i 
is  universally  admitted  to  be  comparatively  free  I 
from  liability  to  explosion,  and  much  less  danger- ; 
ous,  on  the  occurrence  of  such  an  accident.     Not- 1 
withstanding  this  advantage,  which  ought  to  be  a  I 
matter  of  the  very  first  consideration  with  all  en-  ' 
gaged  in  this  business,  who  regard  the  lives,  hap-  i 
piness,  and  peace  of  mind  of  their  fellow-men,  i 
yet,  in  many,  if  not  all   the  waters  of  the  United  I 
States,  except  the  Hudson,  boats  are  propelled  by  { 
high  pressure,  and  that,  too,  after  the  most  multi- 
plied and   calamitous  experience  of  its  danger. 
This,  Mr.  V.  said,  was  particuUrly  the  case  on  ' 
the  rivers  Ohio  and  Mississippi,  whore  more  than 
one  hundred  vessels  are  now  navigated  by  steam, 
(and  the  number  almost  daily  increasing,)  a  great 
majority  of  which  are  constructed  upon  this  dan- 
gerous plan — and  here,  as  might  be  expected,  until 
quite  lately,  has  been  the  principal  theatre  of  these 
disiressinff  accidents.     Two  reasons  he  had  heard 
assigned  for  the  introduction  of  this  description  of 
boat  upon  those  waters,  though,  in  his  opinion, 
there  was  but  one,  and  that  entitled  to  not  much 
weight.     Ii  had   been  said  the  high  pretture  pos- 
sessed a  greater  power,  giving  to  the  boat  a  great- 
er velocity  of  motion,  and  consequent  momentum 
or  ability  to  resist  and  move  up  against  a  strong 
opposing  current,  like  that  of  the  Mississippi.     U 
boats  moved  by  lovi  pressure  were  unable  to  over- 
come the  currents  of  our  rivers,  it  would  present 
a  strong  argument  against  acting  upon  his  reso- 
lution ;  but  he  doubted   whether   there  was  any 
such  difference  of  power  in  point  of  fact.     The 
high  pressure  boat  was  somewhat  less  expensive, 
and  cost,  perhaps,  something  less  to  navigate  it'; 
and  this,  he  believed,  was  the  real  motiveltor  the 
introduction  of  this  dangerous  description  of  nav- 
igation.    Whatever   justification   interest  might 
furnish  to  him  who  thus  endangers,  and  perhaps 
destroys  the  life  of  his  fellow-mortal,  or  however 
his  cupidity  may  lead  him,  with  full  knowledge 
of  this  disastrous  experience,  still  to  persevere  in 
exposing,  even  to  possibie  danger,  the  lives  of  those 
who  commit   themselves  to  his  care  and   protec- 
tion, he  felt  assured  this  House  would  not  for  a 
moment  give  its  sanction  to  such  a  motive,  nor 
permit  it  to  be  put  in  contrast  with  the  comfort, 


quiet,  and  safety,  of  the  travelling  public,  and,  he 
might  add,  the  anxious  solicitude  of  friends,  and 
all  connected  with  it  in  the  various   relations  of 
life.     Numerous  as  these  accidents  have  been,  yet 
I  this  species  of  navigation  continues  to  increase, 
1  and  nothing  short  of  the  power  of  Government 
'  can  arrest  its  progress  within  any  reasonable  lime, 
and,  until  the  evil  shall  correct  itself  by  the  waste 
I  of  life,  give   that  security   to   the  people  of  this 
j  country  which  they  have  a  right  to  claim  at  our 
hands,  and  we  are  in  duty  bound   to  guaranty  to 
I  them.     Boats  are  constructed  upon  the  cheapest 
j  plan,  and  with  a  view  almost  exclusively  to  ve- 
1  locity  of  motion.    The  traveller  is  always  in  haste 
I  to  go  forward,  and  hence,  the  fastest  running  boat 
,  obtains   the   highest  character.      This   naturally 
j  keeps  up  a  constant  and  most  dangerouii  competi- 
tion, that  has   been,  and  ever  must  be,  fruitful  in 
j  disaster.     The  comparative  history   and   experi- 
I  ence  of  steam  navigation  on  the  Hudson,  and  the 
waters  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi,  are  decisive 
of  this  question.     No  accident,  Mr.  V.  said,  had 
ever  occurred  on  the  former  river,  from  explosion, 
within  his  knowledge  ;  but  it  was  to  be  feared  the 
recent  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  which  had  unlocked  its  waters,  would 
give  rise  to  the  introduction  of  this  kind  of  navi- 
gation also,  from  which  it  had  hitherto  been  ex- 
cluded.    Compel  your   boats  to  adopt  a  different 
construction,  and  while  interest  will  insure  dili- 
gence in  the  prosecution  of  the  voyage,  the  stand- 
ard of  character  will  at  once  be  changed.     That 
boat  will   obtain  the  best  reputation  which   best 
consults  and  promotes  the  ease,  comfort,  and  en- 
joyment, of  us  passengers.     In   short,  all  experi- 
ence, every  principle  of  policy,  humanity,  and  re- 
gard for  the  lives  and   welfare  of  the  people  of 
this  nation,  call  upon  the  House  for  its  speedy  and 
effectual  interposition  to  give  practical  security  to 
the  enjoyment  of  this  most  valuable  invention. 

The  resolution  was  advocated  by  Messrs.  Poin- 
sett, McKiM,  Buchanan,  and  Wabfield.  Mr. 
Lincoln,  and  Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  wished 
the  resolutionextended,so  as  to  prohibit  an  improp- 
er material  for  the  construction  of  boilers  in  steam 


engines 


Mr.  Abbot  thought  the  session  too  far  advanc- 
ed to  admit  of  the  proper  time  to  mature  a  law 
on  this  subject.  It  required  much  research  and 
practical  information. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

TARIFF  BILL. 
The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Conference  in 
relation  to  amendments  to  the  Tariff  bill,  was  read 
again. 

Mr.  Taylor  moved  that  the  House  concur  with 
the  report  of  the  committee,  and  asked  for  the  ayes 
and  noes,  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Forsyth  made  a  motion,  prefaced  by  some 
general  observations  on  the  character  of  the  bill, 
(whch  he  maintained  was,  as  amended,  no  longer 
a  bill  to  protect  manufactures,  but  merely  to  in- 
crease the  revenue,)  to  postpone  indefinitely  its 
farther  consideration,  and  asked  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  that  question  ;  which  were  ordered. 
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Mr.  Taylor  explained  the  course  adopted  by 
the  Committee  of  Conference,  and  defended  the 
report  as  accomplishing  all  that  would  be  attained 
under  existing  circumstances — and  urged  a  con- 
currence in  the  result ;  since  the  two  branches  of 
the  Legislature  had  got  so  nearly  to  one  point  as 
to  be  within  half  a  cent,  on  a  single  duty,  of  each 
other's  measures. 

Mr.  Trimble  expressed  a  hope  that  the  friends 
of  the  bill  would  adhere  to  each  other,  and  not 
lose  a  measure  for  which  they  had  been  strug- 
gling for  years  because  the  amount  of  one  con- 
tested duty  was  half  a  cent  below  the  point  they 
wished.  He  made  a  few  observations  on  the 
share  of  favor  dispensed  by  the  bill  to  Kentucky 
and  the  West — and,  though  not  approving  it  as 
just  or  sufficient,  was  yet  willing  to  acquiesce, 
and  hoped  other  members  from  the  West  would 
do  so  too.  In  the  course  of  his  remarks,  Mr.  T. 
incidentally  passed  a  merited  eulogium  on  the 
character  and  services  of  the  late  General  Wayne, 
to  whose  son,  sitting  near  him,  he  was  willing  to 
appeal  as  an  umpire  between  himself  and  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia. 

Mr.  Cambreleno  contended  that  the  bill  was 
now  wholly  a  revenue  bill — he  dwell  upon  the 
large  amount  it  would  add  to  the  burdens  of  the 
country,  the  needlessnesi  of  such  an  increase,  &c. 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  spoke  in  support 
of  the  view  given  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  (Mr.  Taylor)  advocated  the  bill  as  being, 
what  was  so  long  desired,  a  judicious  revision  of 
the  duties.  He  replied  to  the  argument  of  Mr. 
Cambreleno,  and  adduced  calculations  to  show 
that  the  increase  of  the  revenue  which  its  effect 
would  produce  was  opportune  to  the  state  of  the 
finances,  as  it  would  enable  the  nation  to  redeem 
the  6  per  cents,  and  extinguish  the  national  debt 
by  the  year  1834. 

Mr.  Cambreleno  spoke  in  reply,  insisting  on 
the  view  he  had  before  given;  and  then 

The  question  on  indefinite  postponement  was 
taken,  and  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  70,  nays 
120,  as  follows  : 

YiAS — MeMrs.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Virjrinia,  Al- 
len of  Tennessee,  Archer,  P.  P.  Barbour,  J.  8.  Bar- 
bour, Brent,  Burleigh.  Burton,  Cambrelenf,  Camp- 
bell of  South  Carolina,  Carter,  Cary,  Cobb,  Conner, 
Crowninshield,  Culpeper,  Cusbman,  Cuthbert,  Ed- 
wards of  North  Carolina,  Floyd,  Forsyth,  Frost,  Gar- 
nett.  Uatlin.  Gist,  Govan,  Gurley,  Hall,  Hamilton, 
Hooks,  Kent,  Lee,  Leflwich,  Lincoln,  Litchfield,  Lit- 
ingaton.  Long,  McCoy,  McDuffie,  McKee,  Mangum, 
Mercer,  Moore  of  Alabama,  Neale,  Owen,  Poinsett, 
Rankin,  Reed,  Reynolds,  Saunders,  Sandford,  Arthur 
Smith,  AlexRnder  Smyth,  William  Smith,  Spaight, 
Spence,  A.  Stevenson,  J.  Stephenson,  Taliaferro, 
Tattnall,  Thompson  of  Georgia,  Tucker  of  Virginia, 
Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Vance  of  North  Carolina, 
Warfield,  Webster,  Williams  of  Virginia,  Williams 
of  North  CaroUna,  and  Wilson  of  South  Carolina. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander  of  Tennessee, 
Allen  of  MaseachusetU,  Allison,  Baylies,  Barber  of 
Connecticut.  Bartlett,  Bartley,  Beecher,  Blair,  Brown, 
Buchanan,  Buck,  Uuckner,  Cady,  (Campbell  of  Ohio, 
Cassedy,  Cocke,  Collins,  Condict,  Cook,  CrafU.Craig, 
Day,    Dorfee,   Dwinell,    Eaton,   Eddy,   Edwards   of 


Pennsylvania,  ElUs,  Farrelly,  Findlay,  Foote  of  New 
York,  Forward,  Garrison,  Gazlay,  Harris,  Harvey, 
Hayden,  Hemphill,  Henry,  Herkimer,  Hogeboom, 
Holcombe,  Houston,  Ingham,  Isacks,  Jenkins,  Jen- 
nings, Johnson  of  Virginia,  J.  T.  Johnson,  F.  John- 
son, Kidder,  Kremer,  Lawrence,  Letcher,  LilUe, 
Locke,  .McArlhur,  McKean,  McKim,  McLane  of  Dela- 
ware, McLean  of  Ohio,  Mallary,  Markley,  Martindale, 
Marvin,  Mallack,  MaUon,  Metcalfe,  Miller,  Mitchell 
of  Pennsylvania,  Mitchell  of  Maryland,  Moore  of  Ken- 
tucky, Morgan,  Nelson,  Newton,  Patterson  of  Penn- 
sylvania,  Patterson  of  Ohio,  Plumer  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, Plumer  of  Pennsylvania,  Prince,  Richards,  Rich, 
Rose,  Ross,  Scott,  Sharpe,  Sibley,  Sloane,  Standefer, 
Sterling,  Stewart,  Stoddard,  Swan,  Taylor,  Ten  Eyck, 
Test,  Thompson  of  Kentucky,  Tod,  Tomlinson,  Trim- 
ble, Tyson,  Udree,  Vnnce  of  Ohio,  Van  Wyck,  Vin- 
ton, Wayne,  Whipple,  Whitman,  Whittlesey,  White, 
Wickliffe,  James  Wilson,  Henry  Wilson,  Wilaon  of 
Ohio,  Wood,  Woods,  and  Wright. 

So  the  House  refused  indefinitely  to  postpone 
the  bill. 

Mr.  Forsyth  objected  to  the  principle  of  tax- 
ing the  Southern  Slates,  in  the  article  of  cotton 
bagging,  to  however  small  an  amount,  for  the  ben- 
efit of  a  particular  district  of  the  Union,  and  he 
gave  notice  that,  should  the  motion  of  concur- 
rence with  the  committee  of  conference  be  reject- 
ed, he  should  submit  a  motion,  that  this  House 
recede  from  its  disagreement  to  the  Senate's 
amendment. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Mr.  Trimble,  in  re- 
ply to  those  of  Mr.  Forsyth,  the  question  was 
taken  on  concurring  with  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee of  conference,  and  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive—yeas  125,  nays  66,  as  follows  : 

YsAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander  of  Tennessee, 
Allen  of  MassachuselU,  Allison,  Baylies,  Barber  of 
Connecticut,  Uarllelt,  Bartley,  Beecher,  Blair,  Brown, 
Buchanan,  Buck,  Cady,  Campbell  of  Ohio.  Casaedy, 
Cocke,  Collins,  Condict,  Cook,  Crafts,  Craig,  Cush- 
man.  Day,  Durfee,  Dwinell,  Eaton,  Eddy,  Edwardaof 
Pennsylvania,  Ellia,  Farrelly,  Findlay,  Foot  of  Connec- 
ticut, Foote  of  New  York,  Forward,  Garrison,  Gazlay, 
Harris,  Harvey,  Hayden,  Hemphill,  Henry,  Herkimer, 
Hobart,  Hogeboom,  Holcombe,  Houston,  Ingham, 
Isacks,  Jenkins,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  J.  T.  Johnson, 
F.  Johnson,  Kidder,  Kremer,  Lawrence,  Leftwich, 
Letcher,  Little,  Locke.  McArthur,  McKean,  McKimj 
McLane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Mallary  Mark- 
ley,  Martindale,  Marvin,  Matlack,  Matson,  Metcalfe, 
Miller,  Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania,  Mitchell  of  Mary- 
land, Moore  of  Kentucky,  Morgan,  Nelson,  Newton, 
Patterson  of  Pennsylvania,  Patterson  of  Ohio,  Plumer 
of  Pennsylvania.  Prince,  Reed,  Reynolds,  Richards, 
Rich,  Rose,  Ross.  Scott,  Sharpe,  Sibley,  Sloane,  Stan- 
defer,  Sterling,  Stewart,  Stoddard,  Strong,  Swan,  Tay- 
lor, Ten  Eyck,  Test,  Thompson  of  Kentucky,  Tod, 
Tomlinson,  Trimble,  Tyson,  Udree,  Vance  of  Ohio, 
Van  Wyck,  Vinton,  Wayne,  Webster,  Whipple, 
Whitman,  Whittlesey,  While,  James  Wilson,  Hen- 
ry Wilson,  Wilson  of  Ohio,  Wood,  Woods,  and 
Wright. 

Nais— Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Al- 
len of  Tennessee,  Archer,  P.  P.  Barbour,  J.  8.  Bar- 
bour, Brent,  Buckner,  Burleigh,  Burton,  Cambreleng, 
Campbell  of  South  Carolina,  Carter,  Cary,  Cobb, 
Conner,  Crowninshield,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Edwarda 
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of  North  Carolina,  Floyd,  Forajth.  Gamett,  Gatlin, 
Gift,  GoTan,  Gurley.  Hall,  Hamilton.  Hooks,  Kent, 
Lee,  Lincoln,  Litchfield,  Livingston,  Long  McCoy, 
McDuffie,  McKee,  Mangutn,  Mercer,  Moore  of  Alaba- 
ma, Neale,  Owen,  Poinsett,  Rankin,  Saunders,  Sand- 
ford,  Arthur8mith,Alexander  Smyth,  William  Smith, 
Spaight,  Spence,  A.  Stevenfon,  J.  Stephenson,  Tali- 
aferro, Tattnall,  Thompson  of  Georgia,  Tucker  of  Vir- 
ginia, Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Vance  of  North  Car- 
olina, Warfield,  Wickliffe,  Williams  of  Virginia,  Wil- 
liams of  North  Carolina,  and  Wilaon  of  South  Car- 
olina. 

So  the  House  did  cpncur  in  the  report  of  the 
said  committee  of  conference,  which  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

lat  That  the  House  of  Representatives  do  recede 
from  its  disagreement  to  the  third  amendment  of  the 
Senate,  and  do  agree  lo  the  same,  with  the  follow- 
ing amendment :  after  the  word  "  wool,"  where  it  oc- 
curs in  the  proviso,  strike  out  the  words,  "  or  of  which 
wool  shall  be  a  component  part ;"  and  insert,  "  except 
flannels  and  baizes." 

2d.  That  the  Senate  do  recede  from  so  much  of  its 
sixteenth  amendment,  in  reference  to  the  specific  duty 
on  cotton  bagging,  as  is  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of 
RepresenUtives,  and  that  the  clause  be  modified,  so 
as  to  read,  "  on  cotton  bagging,  three  cenU  and  three 
fourths  of  a  cent  per  square  yard. 

Mr.  Webster  gave  notice  that,  to-morrow, 
(Thursday,)  he  should  call  up  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  Irom  the  Senate  in  relation  to  the  elec- 
tion of  President  and  Vice  President,  and  that, 
also  from  the  Senate,  in  relation  to  imprisonment 
for  debt. 


Thursday,  May  20. 

Mr.  Harvey,  from  the  Naval  Committee,  re- 
ported a  bill "  for  the  relief  of  William  Townsend ;" 
which  was  twice  read,  and  committed. 

Mr.  Whipple,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  reported  a  bill  from  the  Senate,  "for 
the  relief  of  the  represenlati  ves  of  John  Donnelson, 
Stephen  Hurd,  and  others,"  with  an  amendment, 
inserting  the  name  of  Thomas  Carr,  in  which  the 
House  concurred— ayes  66,  noes  53. 

On  the  question  of  its  engrossment  for  a  third 
reading,  a  short  debate  arose,  in  which  Messrs. 
Cobb,  Whipple,  Isacks,  Houston,  and  Cul- 
PEPER,  took  part,  and  the  motion  to  engross  pre- 
▼ailed. 

The  resolution  yesterday  offered  by  Mr.  Stew- 
art, calling  for  certaju  information  from  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  as  to  the  application  of 
the  inoney  last  year  appropriated  for  the  repairs  of 
the  Cumberland  road,  was  uke  up.  and  agreed  to. 

The  following  bills  from  the  Senate,  viz  : 

An  act  to  provide  fur  the  punishment  of  certain 
crimeswhen  committed  in  any  navy  yard,  fort,  arse- 
nal, magazine,  dock  yard,  lighthouse,  or  other'place 
belonging  to  the  United  States;  An  act  to  enable 
the  President  to  hold  treaties  with  certain  Indian 
tribes,  and  for  other  purposes ;  were  twice  read, 
and  referred  to  committees. 

The  following  engrossed  bills,  viz: 

A  bill  altering  the  time  of  holding  the  circuit 
court  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of  South 


Carolina;  An  act  to  alter  the  judicial  districts  of 
Virginia,  and  for  other  purposes;  A  bill  to  amend 
an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  an  act  to  es- 
tablish a  Territorial  government  m  Florida,  and 
for  other  purposes;''  were  severally  read  a  third 
time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate. 

On  the  last  of  these  bills,  the  discussion  of  yes- 
terday was  renewed.  The  provisions  of  the  bill 
were  objected  to  by  Mr.  Beecher,  of  Ohio,  and 
defended  by  Mr.  Call,  of  Florida,  and  Mr.  Scott, 
of  Missouri. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Vance,  of  Ohio,  the  House 
went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  "  to 
authorize  the  surveying  and  making  of  a  road 
from  a  point  on  the  northwest  boundary  of  the 
State  of  Ohio,  near  the  foot  of  the  rapids  of  the 
Miami  of  Lake  Erie,  to  Detroit,  in  the  Territory 
of  Michigan  ;"  which  was  read  by  sections. 

The  facts  were  stated  and  explained  by  Mr. 
Vance.  The  road,  partly  opened  by  the  troops 
during  the  late  war,  passes  over  many  deep  rao- 
ras.'^es,  through  a  country  sparsely  peopled,  and  is 
of  importance  as  a  military  road  on  the  frontier, 
&c.  He  adverted  to  the  disasters  which  had  been 
experienced  for  want  of  a  road  between  these 
points,  and  moved  to  fill  the  blank  in  the  appro- 
priating clause  with  the  sum  of  §20,000. 

This  sum  was  objected  to  by  Mr.  Sandforo,  of 
Tennessee,  and  advocated  by  Mr.  McArthur, 
who  explained,  from  personal  knowledge,  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  road,  and  the  aspect  of  the  country 
through  which  it  is  proposed  to  pass. 

The  amendment  passed  nem.  con.,  and  the  bill 
was  reported  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

THE  POST  OFFICE  BILL. 

Mr.  F.  Johnson  moved  to  resume  the  consider- 
ation of  the  Post  Office  bill. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  suggested  the  propriety 
of  recommitting  it. 

Mr.  F.  Johnson  objected  to  this  course,  and 
then  the  House,  having  given  leave  to  j»it  again, 
went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  that 
bill. 

A  variety  of  amendments  were  proposed,  the 
greater  part  of  which  were  adopted.  The  bill  was 
then  reported  to  the  House,  as  amended,  and  a 
number  of  farther  amendments  were  proposed  and 
carried.  One  of  the  amendments,  proposed  by  Mr. 
Moore,  went  to  extend  the  privilege  of  franking 
letters,  during  the  whole  time  any  member  retained 
his  right  to  a  seat  on  this  floor.  Another  (offered 
by  Mr.  Cocke.)  went  to  repeal  that  privilege  as 
now  extended  to  30  days  before  and  after  the  ses- 
sions of  the  Hou:.e,  and  confine  it  to  the  time  the 
House  IS  in  session— while  another,  (offered  by 
Mr.  Cook.)  took  a  middle  couri,e,  and  extended 
that  privilege  to  sixty  days  before  and  alter  the 
session. 

Mr.  McDoFfiE  moved  an  amendment  appro- 
priating fifty  thousand  dollars  in  aid  of  the  Post 
Oflace  Department,  to  enable  it  to  meet  the  addi- 
tional post  routes  now  agreed  to :  and  he  supported 
his  amendment  by  a  speech,  in  which  he  advoca- 
ted the  principle  of  ex|>ending  the  funds  of  the 
country  for  the  diffusion  of  intelligence. 
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After  much  discussion,  this  amendment  was 
adopted — ayes  76,  noes  50. 

An  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Inqham,  which 
required  the  Postmaster  GJeneral,  whenever  the 
disbursements  of  the  Department  exceeds  its  in- 
come, to  suspend  so  many  of  the  least  productive 

routes  as  amount  to  the  balance,  was  negatived 

ayes  54,  noes  76.     As  was  also  the  following,  of- 
fered by  Mr.  Whipple  : 

That  the  bill  be  re-committed  to  the  Committee  on 
Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads,  with  instructions  that 
the  Committee  report  the  number  of  miles  added  to 
the  present  post  routes  by  the  bill,  the  eipense  of  car> 
rying  the  mail  on  the  same,  the  amount  of  available 
revenue  which  accrued  to  the  Post  Office  Department 
during  the  last  year,  and  the  expenses  thereof  for  the 
same  period,  with  the  balance,  if  any,  which  now  ex- 
ists against  the  General  Post  Office. 

The  bill  and  amendment  were  then  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 


ACCOUNTS  OF  DANIEL  D.  TOMPKINS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cambreleno,  the  House 
went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill 
making  appropriation  for  the  payment  of  the 
claim  of  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  late  Governor  of 
the  State  of  New  York. 

Mr.  Wickliffe  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
striking  out  that  part  of  it  which  allows  interest 
on  the  commission  allowed  Mr.  T.  on  disburse- 
ments for  the  Government. 

The  letter  of  the  President  of  the  United  State? 
on  this  subject,  was  read. 

Mr.  A.  Stevenson  went  into  a  history  of  the 
settlement  of  Mr.  T.'s  accounts,  and  advocated 
the  propriety  of  the  allowance  proposed  in  the 
bill  on  principles  of  public  justice.  He  dwelt 
with  warmth  on  the  services  of  the  individual 
concerned,  and  insisted  that  the  appropriation 
was  no  more  than  his  due. 

Mr.  Wickliffe  acknowledged  the  merits  of 
Mr.  Tompkins,  but  contended  that  his  claim  was 
to  be  put  on  the  same  footing  with  every  other. 
He  went  into  an  examination  of  several  provis- 
ions of  the  bill — to  many  of  which  he  did  not 
object — but  he  could  not  assent  to  the  allowance 
of  interest  on  commission.  This  was  not  re- 
quired or  warranted  by  any  statute,  nor  was  it 
allowed  in  private  transactions. 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  sjwke  in  reply — al- 
lowed that  if  there  was  nothing  to  discriminate 
this  from  ordinary  cases,  it  would  be  improper  to 
make  the  allowance — but  contended  that  it  was  a 
case  of  marked  and  very  peculiar  character.  He 
showed  that  the  injuries  of  the  individual  con- 
cerned arose  from  the  inability  of  the  Government 
to  pay  his  just  demands  at  the  time  when  they 
were  due — he  stated  the  promises  under  which  he 
had  acted  in  aiding  the  Government.  The  vio- 
lation of  those  promises,  and  his  consequent  ruin; 
he  contrasted  the  principles  on  which  Govern- 
ment had  settled  with  others,  and  contended  that 
even  if  the  bill  passed,  he  would  not  be  as  well 
dealt  with  as  they.  He  adverted  to  the  pressure 
on  the  national  credit  during  the  late  war,  and 
insisted  that  rules  which  applied  in  a  time  of 


peace  and  tranquillity  could  not,  with  fairnefs,  be 
applied  to  transactions  under  all  the  exigencies 
and  risks  of  a  state  of  war. 

The  debate  was  farther  continued  by  Messrs. 
Warfield  and  Wickliffe,  who  opposed,  and 
Mr.  Stevenson,  who  supported  the  bill. 

Mr.  A.  Stevenson  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
striking  out  all  after  the  enacting  words,  and  in- 
serting the  following :    "  That  there  shall  be  paid 
'  to  Daniel  D.  Tompkins  out  of  any  money,  dec. 
'  the  sum  of  )$136,799  97;  deducting  therefrom  the 

*  amount  paid  him  io  virtue  of  the  act  to  amend 
'  an  act  appropriating  a  certain  sum  of  money  for 
'  the  relief  of  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  amounting  to 
' dollars,  as  a  full  compensation  and  dis- 

*  charge  for  his  claim  against  the  United  States 

'  arising  out  of  the  advances  made,  losses  sus- 
'  tained,  and  services  rendered,  by  him  during  the 
'  war  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Bri- 
'  tain:  that  being  the  amount  found  due  to  him 
'  from  the  United  States,  by  the  verdict  of  the 
'  jury  in  the  case  of  the  United  Stales  of  America 
'  vs.  D.  D.  Tompkins,  decided  in  the  District 
'  Court  of  the  United  States  for  the  Southern 
'  District  of  New  York.  That  the  act  heretofore 
'  passed,  referring  the  claims  of  said  Tompkins, 
'  shall  be,  and  is  hereby,  repealed." 

On  this  amendment  a  discussion  arose,  in  which 
Messrs.  Stevenson,  Cady,  Cambreleng,  Ing- 
ham, Forsyth,  and  Williams,  of  North  Caro- 
lina, took  part. 

Mr.  Cady,  of  New  York,  wishing  to  itate  cer- 
tain facts  more  fully,  and  to  express  his  views  on 
this  subject,  moved  that  the  Committee  rise. 

This  motion  was  not  carried — ayes  70,  noes  72. 

Mr.  McDuffie  supported  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Stevenson,  as  going  to  enable  Congress  to 
do  an  act  of  justice  to  a  meritorious  individual, 
without  involving  any  principle  which  might  be 
drawn  into  iniurious  precedent.  He  testified,  in 
the  most  explicit  and  cordial  manner,  to  the 
merit  and  value  of  the  services  of  Mr.  Tompkins 
during  the  late  war,  and  remarked  on  the  ruin- 
ous consequences  which  had  ensued  to  his  private 
fortune. 

Mr.  P.  P.  Barbour  took  the  same  side,  and  ob- 
served that,  if  there  was  on  this  side  of  the  grave 
an  object  of  interesting  contemplation,  it  was  a 
great  and  good  man  struggling  amidst  surround- 
ing difficulties,  andindangerofbeingoverwhelmed 
by  them.      All   his   impressions   concerning  the 
conduct  of  the  individual  concerned  in  this  bill 
were  of  the  most  favorable  kind,  and  he  did  not 
know  whether  he  might  not,  unconsciously,  be 
toomuch  influenced  by  his  feelings  to  be  a  perfectly 
unbiassed  Judge.     Mr.  B.  then  went  into  a  review 
of  some  ofihe  calamitous  scenes  in  the  early  part 
of  the  late  war.     He  adverted  particularly  to  the 
time  when  this  Capitol  was  nothing  but  a  heap 
of  smouldering  ruins ;  when  the  metropolis  was 
ransacked  ;  when  the  inhabitants  of  his  own  State 
were  in  uncertain  dread  of  an  attack  of  the  enemy 
on  Baltimore  or  Richmond  ;  when  an  attempt 
was  made  to  renew  the  project  of  Burgoyne,  to 
divide  the  United    States   into  two  moieties  by 
gaining  possession  of  the  State  of  New  York ; 
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whcD  it  was  almoHt  a  literal  fact  that  the  vessel 
of  State  was  aground  ;  wbeo  we  had  neither  men 
in  the  field,  nor  money  in  the  Treasury,  nor  credit 
with  those  who  had  it  to  lend : — at  this  period,  the 
services  of  Governor  Tompkins  were  tendered. 
He  went  into  the  service  of  his  country  with  a  for- 
tune ample  and  unembarrassed.  During  his  con- 
tinuance in  it,  no  palaces  had  risen  like  exhala- 
tions;  no  equipages  flashed  like  meteors  ;  yet  he 
came  out  of  the  war  ruined  in  fortune,  ruined  in 
credit,  having  not  only  lost  his  own  property,  but 
sacrificed  that  which  he  possessed  by  his  connex- 
ion in  life,  and  was  reduced  to  absolute  poverty. 
Mr.  B.  said,  it  might  do  very  well  to  read  in  his- 
tory of  a  Cincinnatus,  who  returned  from  the 
highest  station  in  the  State  to  hold  a  plough,  and 
who  still  retained  a  lofty  standing  among  his 
countrymen.  If  such  things  ever  had  existed,  they 
certainly  did  not  exist  at  the  present  day.  He 
made  some  forcible  remarks  on  the  effects  of  pov- 
erty, and,  having  agam  deprecated  any  undue  in- 
fluence of  feeling  over  his  judgment,  he  proceeded 
to  the  naked  question  of  right,  adverted  to  the  ver- 
dict which  had  been  rendered  in  favor  of  the 
claims  of  Mr.  T.  by  a  jury  at  New  York,  on  the 
circumstances  under  which  it  was  rendered,  and 
the  weight  to  which  it  was  entitled  ;  and  though 
he  did  not  admit  it  as  authority  which  ought  to 
bind  this  House,  and  admitted  that  verdicts  might 
be  influenced  by  prejudice,  by  a  strong  current  of 
party  feeling,  and  other  causes,  yet,  till  evidence 
should  be  produced  to  shake  the  decision  which 
the  New  York  jury  had  given,  after  a  full  and 
laborious  investigation,  he  should  presume  it  to  be 
a  correct  finding  in  the  case,  and  rejoiced  that  the 
dictates  of  his  own  judgment  united  with  and  cor- 
roborated the  feelings  of  his  heart  toward  the 
claimant. 

Mr.  Bartlett  proposed  that  the  amendment 
be  so  modified  as  to  admit  that  part  of  it  which  re- 
lates to  the  decision  of  a  grand  jury  in  the  case. 

Mr.  Stevenson  accepted  this  modification, 
and  altered  his  amendment  so  as  to  read  :  '•  The 
'  sum  of  §101,609  97,  as  a  full  compensation  and 
'  discharge  fur  his  claim  against  the  United  Stales, 
'  arising  out  of  advances  made,  losses  sustained. 
'  and  services  rendered  by  him  during  the  war  be- 
*  tween  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain." 

Mr.  WicKLiFFE  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  striking  out  no  more  than  a  part  of  the 
first  section  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Kre.mer  naoved  that  the  Committee  rise, 
and  accompanied  the  motion  with  a  few  remarks 
it  was  negatived — ayes  60,  noes  79. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  replied  to  the  remarks  of 
Mr.  Cady,  and  called  upon  him  to  state  the  infor- 
mation he  po.ssessed  and  to  which  he  had  alluded. 
He  went  into  some  history  of  the  crisis  in  which 
theservicesof  Mr.  T.  were  rendered.  He  regretted 
the  offering  of  the  amendment,  and  would  prefer 

that  the  bill  remain  as  at  first  reported he  thought 

the  House  ought  to  comply  with  its  decision  at 
the  last  session,  and  carry  the  principles  then 
sanctioned  into  full  effect. 

Mr.  Cady  replied  to  Mr.  Cambreleng,  and 
complained  that  he  should  be  forced  into  the  de- 


bate by  his  colleague.  He  avowed  no  hostility  to 
Governor  Tompkins,  and  disclaimed  any  reflec- 
tion on  the  President  of  the  United  States  or  his 
oflScers.  He  adverted  to  the  short  period  in  which 
he  had  served  in  the  field,  the  services  of  others 
equally  meritorious,  the  allowances  made  to  the 
claimant  by  the  State  of  New  Yo^k,  dec. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  replied — and  observed  that 
his  only  object  had  been  to  elicit  from  his  col- 
league any  information  he  might  be  willing  to 
communicate  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  WARriELD  moved  to  rise. 

The  motion  was  negatived — ayes  70,  noes  87. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  inquired  of 
Mr.  Stevenson  for  the  items  which  made  up  the 
sum  he  had  moved.  Mr.  Stevenson  explained 
that  he  had  founded  the  calculation  on  the  ver- 
dict of  the  jury  of  New  York,  and  deducting  from 
if  such  sums  as  had  been  paid  Mr.  T.  at  the 
Treasury. 

Mr.  Williams  replied,  and  still  wished  for  par- 
ticulars. 

Mr.  McCoy  spoke  in  opposition  to  the  amend- 
ment. 

The  debate  was  then  further  continued  by 
Messrs.  Wright,  of  Ohio,  Kremer,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Beecher,  of  Ohio,  Ingham,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, who  opposed  the  amendment,  and  Messrs. 
J.  S.  Barbour  and  Hogeboom,  who  advocated  it. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  amendment  of 
Mr,  Stevenson,  (founded  on  the  New  York  ver- 
dict,) was  decided  m  the  negative. — Ayes  61, 
noes  74. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  amendment 
proposed  by  Mr.  Wickliffe,  (which  strikes  out 
all  the  first  section  except  the  enacting  clause,)  it 
was  decided  in  the  negative.— Ayes  62,  noes  77. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  moved  to  fill  the  blank  in  the 

second  section,  with  the  sum  of  $115,000 and, 

the  question  being  taken,  it  was  decided  in  the 
aflSrmative — ayes  86,  noes  05. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  as  amended. 

Mr.  McCoy  moved  to  adjourn.     Negatived 

ayes  63,  noes  70. 

Mr.  Wright  then  gave  notice,  that,  if  the  House 
refused  to  concur  in  the  report  of  the  committee, 
he  would  move  to  fill  the  blank  with  §60,000,  and 
the  ayes  and  noes  on  concurring  were  called  for 
and  ordered  by  the  House. 

The  question  of  concurring  in  the  committee's 
report— filling  the  blank  with  8115,000- was  then 
decided  in  the  affirmative— yeas  76,  nays  61,  as 
follows : 

YiAi— Mesun.  Aiexinder  of  Virginia,  Allen  ofTen- 
newee,  Archer,  P.  P.  Barbour,  J.  8.  Btrbour,  Brent, 
Brown,  Burton,  Cambreleng,  Cary,  Cobb,  Collins, 
Conner,  Craig,  Crowninshieid,  Cuthbert,  Day,  Dwi- 
nail,  Eaton,  Eddy,  Edwarda  of  North  Carolina,  Foot 
of  Connecticut,  Foote  of  New  York.  Froat,  Uarriaon, 
Gatlin,  Uiat,  Govan.  Gurley,  Hamilton,  Henry,  Her- 
kimer, Hogeboom,  Hooka,  Houston,  Jenkina,  Johnson 
of  Virginia,  J.  T.  Johnson.  Kent,  Lawrence,  Litch- 
field. Liverroore,  Long,  McDuffie,  McKim,  McLane 
of  Delaware,  Mangum.  Mitchell  of  Maryland,  Moore  of 
Kentucky,  Moore  of  Alabama,  Newton,  Owen,  Poin- 
aeli,  Richards,  Scott,  bharpe,  William  ttmiih,  Spaigbt, 
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A.  Stevenson,    J.  Stephenson.    Stoddard,  Taliaferro, 
Tattnall,  Taylor.  Ten   Eyck,  Thompson  of  Georgia 
Tyeon.   ITdree,   Vance  of  North   Carolina,    Vance  of 
Ohio,  Van  Wyck,  Wayne,  Whipple,  Williamaof  New 
York,  Henry  Wilaon,  and  Woodn. 

Nai« — Mesara.  Alexander  of  Tennessee,  Baylies, 
Beecher,  Blair,  Buck,  Buckner,  Burleigh,  Cady, 
Campbell  of  Ohio,  Cocke,  Condict,  Cook,  CrafU,  Cul- 
peper,  Ellis,  Forsyth,  Harris,  Harvey,  Hobart,  Ing- 
ham, Isacks,  F.  Johnson,  Kremer,  Leflwich,  Letcher, 
Lincoln,  McArtbur,  McCoy,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Mar- 
tindale,  Matlack,  Mataon,  Metcalfe,  Miller,  Mitchell  of 
Pennsylvania,  Neale,  Patterson  of  Pennsylvania,  Pat- 
terson of  Ohio,  Plumcr  of  New  Hampshire,  Plumer 
of  Pennsylvania,  Keynolda,  Rich,  Rosa,  Sandford, 
Sibley,  Sloane,  Arthur  Smith,  Sundefer,  Swan,  Tom- 
linson,  Vinion,  Warfield,  W  hitman,  Whittlesey,  Wick- 
liffe, Williama  of  Virginia,  Williams  of  North  Caro- 
lina, Jamea  Wilson,  Wilson  of  Ohio.  Wood,  Wright. 

Mr.  Wickliffe  then  moved  further  to  amend 
the  bill  by  striking  from  the  first  section  the  fol- 
lowing: 

"  That  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
final  decision  of  the  claims  of  Daniel  D.  Tompkins, 
late  Governor  of  the  State  of  New  York,  against  the 
United  Slates,  be,  and  is  hereby,  authorized  to  allow 
the  aaid  D.  D.  Tompkina  interest  upon  the  amount  of 
the  coromiaaion  which  may  b«  allowed  him  for  dis- 
bursements." 

And  the  question  thereon  being  stated,  the  House 
adjourned. 


Friday,  May  21. 
The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Postmaster  General,  tranitmitting  a  state- 
ment of  the  extent  of  the  post  roads,  amount  of 
postage  collected,  compensation  of  postmasters, 
incidental  expenses,  cost  of  transporting  mails, 
Ac,  in  each  State  and  Territory,  in  the  years 
1820,  1821,  and  1822;  prepared  in  obedience  to  a 
resolution  of  this  House  ol  the  17th  of  December 
last ;  which  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Cocke,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  enable  the  President 
to  hold  treaties  with  certain  Indian  tribes,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ment; and  it  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  House  to-day. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Alexan- 
der Scott,  late  collector  of  Pensacola,"  reported 
the  same  without  amendment;  and  it  was  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to 
which  is  committed  the  bill  to  allow  a  salary  to 
the  collector  of  Pensacola. 

The  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands  were  dis- 
charged from  the  consideration  of  the  Message  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  of  the  18th 
ultimo,  accompanying  a  communication  from 
Alexander  Hamilton,  relative  to  titles  to  lands  in 
Florida;  and  the  said  Message  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary.  And  the  said  com- 
mittee were  also  discharged  from  the  petition  of 
Marienne  Lasselle  and  others,  and  leave  given  to 
withdraw  the  same. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  it  was 

Resoivfd,  That  the  Commivsioner  of  the  Public 
Buildiiigs  dispose  of  the  building  south  of  the 
Capitol,  now  u.sed  for  committee  rooms,  to  the 
best  advantage,  and  that  the  same  be  removed. 

Mr.  Trimble  laid  the  following  resolution  oa 
the  table  for  consideration  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaory  be  di- 
rected to  report  to  thta  House,  at  an  early  day  of  iu  next 
session,  whether  any,  and  what,  provision  can  be  made, 
by  law,  to  diatingaish  between  importations  made  by 
ajiena,  or  on  foreign  account,  and  those  made  by  citizens 
of  the  United  SiiUles.  And,  also,  report  the  amount  of 
duties  which  accrued  on  imporU  during  the  year  1823, 
or  1823,  classing  the  importsaccording  to  the  aggregates 
of  the  several  credits  allowed  by  law  upon  the  duly 
bonda.  ao  as  to  show  the  aggregate  under  each  head 
of  credit,  for  the  year  selected  ;  and  ao  aa  to  ahow, 
also,  by  estimate,  the  amount  of  interest  that  would 
have  accrued  upon  the  bonds,  if  the  aeveral  credits  had 
been  allowid  upon  the  payment  of  interest  at  the  rate 
of  six  per  centum  per  annum. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  the  Committee  oq 
Military  Affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  whe- 
ther further  legislative  provision  is  neces>sary  to 
carry  into  effect  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  third 
of  March,  1823,  entitled  "An  act  to  establish  a 
national  armory  on  the  Western  waters." 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  appointed  John  Gaillard 
President  of  the  Senate,  pro  tempore,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  the  Vice  President  of  the  United  Slates. 
The  Senate  have  pas.sed  a  bill  of  this  House,  en- 
titled "Ao  act  to  improve  the  navigation  of  the 
Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers,"  with  amendments, 
in  which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompany- 
ing three  statements  prepared  in  obedience  to  the 
act  establishing  a  Mint,  showing  the  expenses  of 
that  establishment;  which  report  was  laid  upon 
the  table. 

The  engrossed  bill  "  to  authorize  the  surveying 
and  makiug  of  a  road  from  a  puiot  on  the  north- 
we.st  boundary  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  near  the  foot 
of  the  Miami  of  Lake  Erie,  to  Detroit,  in  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Michigan,"  and  the  bill  from  the  Senate, 
*'  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of  John  Don- 
nelson,  Stephen  Hurd,  and  others,"  were  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  the 
House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr. 
Foot,  of  Connecticut,  in  the  Chair,)  on  the  bill 
"making  further  appropriations  for  the  military 
service  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1824." 

Several  amendments  having  been  made,  the 
Committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  bad  leave 
to  sit  again. 

POST  OFFICE  BILL. 

The  engrossed  bill  "  to  discontinue  certain  post 
routes,  and  to  establii<h  others,"  was  then  read  a 
third  time;  and,  having  been  slightly  amended, 
the  question  was  put,  "Shall  it  pass? 

Mr.  Beecher  .<ipoke  a  few  words  in  opposition, 
and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  or- 
dered, and  were — yeas  93,  nays  46,  as  follows: 


m 


I 
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Ybas — Me8«ra.  Adam*,  Alexander  of  TennesMe, 
Allen  of  Tennessee,  Archer,  Baylies,  P.  P.  Barboar, 
J.  8.  Barbour,  Bartley,  Brent,  Brown,  Burton,  Cara- 
breleng,  Campbell  of  South  Carolina,  Carter,  Cary, 
Cobb,  Cocke,  Colling,  Conner,  Cook,  Cushman,  Cuth- 
bert,  Dwinell,  Dwight,  Eaton,  Edwards  of  Pennsyl- 
rania,  Ellis,  Foote  of  New  York,  Forward,  Frost, 
Garnett,  Gatlin,GoTan,GurIey, Hall, Hamilton,  Henry, 
Hogeboom,  Houston,  Isacks,  Jennings,  F.  Johnson, 
Lawrenre,  Leftwicb,  Lincoln,  Litchfield,  Livingston, 
Locke,  Longfellow.  McCoy,  McDuffie,  McKee,  Mc- 
Laneof  Delaware,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Mallary,  Markley, 
Marvin,  Mercer,  Metcalfe,  Miller,  Mitchell  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Mitchell  of  Maryland,  Moore  of  Alabama, 
Newton,  Owen,  Patterson  of  Pennsylvania,  Poinsett, 
Richards,  Sandford,  Scott,  Sharpe,  Sibley,  Sloane, 
Spaight,  Standefer,  J.  Stephenson,  Stewart,  Talia- 
ferro, Ten  Eyck,  Test,  Thompson  of  Georgia,  Udree, 
Vance  of  Ohio,  Vinton,  WarfieW,  Wayne,  Webster, 
Whittlesey,  Henry  Wilson,  Wilson  of  South  Carolina, 
Wood,  Woods,  and  Wright. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Bartlett, 
Beecher,  Burleigh,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Crafts,  Craig, 
Crowninahield,  Culpeper,  Day,  Foot  of  Connecticut, 
Forsyth,  Harris,  Harvey,  Herrick,  Hobart,  Ingham, 
Johnson  of  Virginia,  J.T.  Johnson,  Little,  Livermore, 
Jjong.  McArthur,  Martindale,  .Matlack,  Matson,  Nel- 
son, Patterson  of  Ohio,  Plumcr  of  New  Hampshire, 
Plumer  of  Pennsylvania,  Reed,  Rich,  Ross,  Arthur 
Smith,  Sterling,  Strong,  Swan,  Taylor,  Tod,  Tomlin- 
son,  Van  Wyck,  Whipple,  Whitman,  Williams  of 
Virginia,  Williams  of  North  Carolina,  and  Wilson  of 
Ohio. 

So  the  bill  was  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate. 

COMMITTEE  ROOMS,  &c. 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  joint  committee  appoint- 
ed by  the  two  Houses  ol  Congress  to  make  such 
distribution  of  the  rooms  of  the  centre  building  of 
the  Capitol,  as  the  business  and  convenience  of 
the  two  Houses  require,  made  the  followiag  re- 
port, viz: 

The  joint  committee  of  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Rej>retentative8,  to  which  was  referred  the  resolution 
directing  them  to  make  such  distribution  of  the  rooms 
of  the  centre  building  of  the  Capitol  as  the  business 
and  convenience  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress 
require,  report  : 

.That,  in  the  centre  building,  besides  the  Rotunda 
and  Library  room,  (the  purpose*  of  which  are  already 
designated,)  there  are  the  following  rooms  : 

In  the  bcuement  $tory. 
S  comer  rooms        -         -         -       19  by  27  feet. 
3  looking  west        -         .         •       22        30    " 

3  smaller  rooms      -         -         •       14       30     " 
1  looking  north       -         -         -       18       24     " 

1  looking  south       •         -         •       18       24     <* 

8  rooms  suitable  for  committee*. 

4  opening  into  courts. 

in  the  aeeond  ttory. 

2  conier  rooms  -  -  -  19  by  27  " 
2  looking  west  -  •  -  22  30  " 
2  looking  muth  and  north  •  18  24  " 
1  looking  on  south  court  •  19  20  " 
1  looking  on  north  coort         •      19       24  *' 


1  looking  west,  under  Library 
4  open  to  east  courts 

13  rooms  in  second  story. 

In  the  third  story. 

2  corner  rooms        ... 
2  looking  south  and  north 

2  looking  south  and  north 

1  on  south  court     -         -         . 

1  on  north  court     - 

8  rooms  in  third  story. 


.TO 
17 


42     " 

17     " 


19  by  27  feet. 

18  24     •< 
12         18     " 

19  20     » 
19        24     V 


In  the  fourth  ttory. 


2  corner  rooms     ■  - 
2  looking  mmfh  snd  north 
2  looking  south  and  north 
1  looking  on  south  court 
1  looking  on  north  court 

8  rooms  in  fourth  storv. 


19  by  27  feet. 

18  24     •• 
12        18     '< 

19  20     " 
19        24     " 


RECAPITLLATION. 

Rooms  in  basement  story  (exclusive  of  four 

opening  into  courts)      ....  8 

Rooms  in  second  story      -        -        •        -  13 

Rooms  in  third  story          ...         -  8 

Rooms  in  fourth  story       -         -         -         -  8 

Total  number  of  rooms        -        -        -    37 

The  committee  have  approftriated  the  room  in  the 
third  story,  adjoining  the  Library  ro6m,  and  on  the 
north  of  it,  and  the  room  adjoining  thereto  on  the 
enst,  numbered  22,  as  reading  rooms,  to  be  connected 
with  the  Library.  They  recommend  that  the  room 
adjoining  the  last  mentioned,  and  on  the  east  of  it, 
numbered  23,  be  appropriated  as  a  consultation  room 
for  the  use  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States.  They  also  recommend,  that,  until 
Congress  shall  make  a  further  disposition  of  the  large 
room  under  the  Library,  in  the  second  story,  the  same 
may  be  occupied  by  the  Columbian  Institute  as  a  place 
for  holding  their  meetings,  and  a  place  of  deposite  for 
their  book>i,  papers,  furniture,  and  collections. 

As  to  the  remaining  rooms,  the  committee  have 
appropriated  all  those  north  of  the  centre  of  the  build- 
ing, except  the  fourth  story,  to  the  Senate;  and  all 
thoee  south  of  the  centre,  together  with  the  whole  of 
the  fourth  story,  to  the  House  of  Representatives. 

The  committee,  therefore,  submit  the  following  rea- 
olution : 

Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  Confess 
assembled,  7'hat  the  distribution  of  the  rooms  in  the 
centre  building  of  the  Capitol  be  made  agreeably  to 
the  above  report. 

The  report  and  resolution  were  read,  and  agreed 
to  by  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylob,  it  was  then  resolved 
that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  make  di:»tributioa 
of  the  rooms  iq  the  Capitol,  appropriated  to  the  use 
of  the  House  of  Representatives;  and  Mr.  Tay- 
lor, Mr.  Hamilton,  Mr.  Kk.nt,  Mr.  Tod,  Mr. 
Hemphill,  Mr.  Condict,  and  Mr.  Eddy,  were 
appoiDted  the  said  commiiiee 
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ACCOUNTS  OF  DANIEL  D.  TOMPKINS. 

The  House  took  up  the  bill  "making  provision 
for  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  Daniel  D. 
Tompkins,  late  Governor  of  the  State  of  New 
York." 

The  question  recurring,  from  yesterday,  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Wickliffe,  to  strike  out  the  first 
section  of  the  bill,  he  modified  that  motion,  by 
proposing,  as  a  substitute  for  the  part  stricken  out, 
a  section  which  went  to  allow  only  the  amount 
settled  at  the  Treasury,  and  contained  in  the  Pres- 
ident's Message  on  this  subject,  (viz,  ^60,239  24.) 
He  supported  this  amendment  by  going  into  a 
summary  view  of  the  pecuniary  transactions  be- 
tween Mr.  ToMPKi.Ns  and  the  Government,  and 
contended  that  the  sum  already  allowed  to  that 
individual,  was  equivalent  to  a  salary  of  §76,000 
per  annum  for  his  personal  services,  a  reward 
much  greater  than  had  ever  been  given  to  any 
other  person  for  public  services.  Mr.  W.  referred 
to  similar  exertions  made  by  others  to  support  the 
national  credit,  dec. 

Mr.  LivERMORE  spoke  in  reply,  and  contended 
that,  having  referred  the  settlement  of  these  ac- 
counts to  the  President,  and  having  received  his 
decision,  it  was  unworthy  of  the  dignity  of  the 
House  to  go  into  a  farther  contest  of  the  claim. 
He  remarked  on  the  justice  of  the  principles  on 
which  the  claim  rested,  but  said  it  was  too  late 
to  investigate  those  principles,  since  the  President 
had  given  his  award.  It  was  better  to  pay  him 
his  demand  than  to  occupy  the  lime  of  the  House 
in  pa-xsin^  eulogies  on  his  patriotism  and  services. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  said,  that 
there  was  no  dispute,  on  either  side,  whether  the 
amount  awarded  by  the  President  was  to  be  paid, 
but  only  concerning  an  item  on  which  the  Presi- 
dent had  not  made  up  a  determination,  viz  :  the 
allowance  of  interest  on  his  commissions.  He 
denied  that  the  amount  of  these  commissions  was 
due  as  soon  as  the  money  was  disbursed  by  Mr. 
Tompkins,  since  there  was  no  law  which  sanc- 
tioned any  such  demand.  Those  commissions 
were  not  due  till  the  law  was  passed  which  allow- 
ed them  ;  and,  if  any  interest  on  the  commissions 
was  due  at  all,  it  would  not  be  due  farther  back 
than  the  date  of  that  law.     He  contended  for  a 

principle  of  equal  dealing  with   all  claimants 

which  he  insisted  was  a  fundamental  principle  of 
this  Government.  He  condemned  the  idea  of 
settling  a  debt  of  moral  gratitude  in  dollars  and 
cents.  Interest  was  never  allowed,  by  law  on  a 
running  account,  and  this  account  was  not  settled 
till  last  year.  He  deprecated  the  precedent  which 
the  proposed  act  would  establish.  If  it  passed, 
lis  principle  must  be  applied  to  the  multitude  of 
various  claims  which  are  presented  to  this  Got- 
ernment. 

Mr.  Manoc.m  replied,  and  took  the  opposite 
side  of  the  question,  contending  against  the  pre- 
sumption that  Government  is  always  both  ready 
and  willing  to  pay  a  just  demand  against  it;  a 
presumptioA  which,  in  many  cases,  could  not  be 
denied  to  be  in  flat  contradiction  of  fact.  He 
showed  how  the  claim  arose,  and  contended  that 
Goveroor  Tompkins  had  been  a  lender  to  the 


Government  to  a  great  amount,  at  a  moment  of 
its  utmost  need — when  the  President  and  all  thi 
Secretaries  could  not  raise  $3,600,  to  pay  the  most 
pressing  demand.  He  maintained  the  equity  of 
allowing,  that,  if  commissions  were  due  at  all, 
they  were  due  as  soon  as  the  disbursements  were 
made. 

Mr.  Ross  argued,  that  as  the  President  had 
awarded  a  sum  different  from  that  found  by  the 
New  York  jury,  the  House  ought  not  to  consider 
itself  under  any  obligation  to  be  governed  by  it. 
He  went  into  a  review  of  the  settlement  of  Mr. 
I  Tompkins's  accounts,  as  made  by  the  Treasury 
and  allowed  by  the  President,  and  contended  that 
it  ought  not  to  go  any  further. 

Mr.  Ellis  protested  against  the  negative  vote 
of  all  who  yesterday  opposed  the  passage  of  the 
bill  beine  interpreted  as  expressive  of  an  opposition 
to  the  whole  claim,  but  only  so  much  of  it  as  re- 
spected the  interest  on  commissions.  Many  who 
gave  that  vote  were  willing  to  subscribe  to  the  ac- 
count as  audited  at  the  Treasury.  He  objected 
to  any  argument  from  the  patriotism  or  services 
of  the  claimant;  the  claim  was  a  matter  of  jus- 
tice, and  not  a  question  of  generosity  or  gratitude. 
He  maintained  that  interest  was  applicable  only 
to  cases  of  absolute  certainty — it  followed  cer- 
tainty in  a  debt,  as  the  shadow  followed  the  sub- 
stance. These  commissions  were  wholly  uncer- 
tain previous  to  the  act  which  allowed  them. 
Neither  the  sum  on  which  they  were  to  be  allow- 
ed, nor  the  rate  by  which  they  were  to  be  allowed, 
was  ascertained  till  the  law  settled  it.  He  did- 
not  object  to  the  allowance  of  interest  on  the 
balances  due — it  had  his  hearty  assent — although 
it  was  a  departure  from  the  ordinary  rule  of  the 
Government.  He  thought  the  extraordinary  cir- 
cumstances of  the  advances  made,  was  sufficient 
to  justify  it.  But  he  objected  to  the  principle  of 
allowing  interest  on  commissions,  and  deprecated 
the  precedent. 

Mr.  McLane  rose  in  reply — maintaining  that 
this  was  not  a  claim  for  interest  on  commissions 
as  such  ;  but  for  interest  on  a  balance  justly  due, 
into  which  those  commissions  happened  to  enter; 
if  the  balance  was  due  the  interest  was  al.so  due. 
As  to  the  rate  of  commissions  being  greater  than 
usually  allowed  bv  Government  on  disbursements, 
he  contended  that  they  were  not  allowed  in  this 
case  on  mere  disbursements,  but  on  the  raising  of 
money  on  private  responsibility  and  disbursing  it 
at  personal  risk,  (and  which  had  issued  in  the 
ruin  of  the  individual.)  To  the  argument  from 
precedent,  he  replied  by  adducing  a  long  list  of 
cases  uken  from  the  records  of  the  Treasury,  in 
which  interest  had  been  allowed. 

The  debate  was  then  farther  continued  by 
Mr.  Cocke,  Mr.  Wright,  Mr.  Wahfield,  Mr. 
Williams,  Mr.  Tod,  Mr.  Mallary,  and  Mr. 
Reynolds,  who  advocated  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Wickliffe  ;  and  Mr.  Hamilton,  Mr.  Mc- 
Lane and  Mr.  Brent,  who  opposed  it,  and  con- 
tended for  $115,000. 

Mr.  Wright,  of  Ohio,  spoke  as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker :  Reluctant  as  I  am  to  enter  into 
debate  on  this  question,  or  to  oppose  the  passage 
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of  a  bill,  having  for  its  object  the  settlement  of 
the  claims  of  au  highly  distinguiNhed  and  merito- 
rious public  officer,  a  sense  of  public  duty  impels 
me  to  present  to  the  House  my  views  upon  the 
subject  under  consideraiioB.  But,  before  I  pro- 
ceed to  examine  the  case,  it  may  be  well  to  give 
you  ray  conception  of  the  real  state  of  the  ques- 
tion before  you. 

The  bill,  as  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  contains  two  provisions  of  widely  dif- 
ferent character — one  for  paying  to  the  Vice  Pre- 
sident $60,239  24,  the  sum  awarded  by  the  Presi- 
dent; the  other  for  paying,  in  addition  to  that 
sum,  the  further  sum  of  about  §55.000,  as  interest 
upon  the  commission  of  tive  per  cent,  allowed  him 
for  disbursing  the  public  money.  The  proposi- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  goes  to  the 
rejection  of  the  whole  bill,  and  to  substitute  a 
simple  provision,  appropriating  a  sum  for  the 
payment  of  the  award  of  the  President,  without 
the  allowance  of  interest.  I  am,  sir,  in  favor  of 
the  substitute;  and,  if  it  be  adopted,  shall  vote  for 
the  bill,  but,  if  rejected,  shall  feel  myself  bound  to 
vote  against  the  bill.  I  am  in  favur  of  this  ap- 
propriation, because  it  is  the  decision  of  the  Pre- 
sident, the  umpire  chosen  by  ourselves  to  settle 
this  claim;  and  it  is  not  my  design  to  enter  into 
an  examination  of  the  meritorious  and  distin- 
guished services  of  the  late  Governor  of  New 
York,  or  of  the  allowances  made  him  by  the  Pre- 
sident. But,  sir,  it  may  be  important  to  recall  to 
your  recollection  the  situation  of  the  affairs  of 
this  country,  and  the  position  the  claimant  occu- 
pied in  relation  to  them,  at  the  commencement 
and  during  the  rendition  of  these  services. 

The  present  Vice  President,  during  the  late  war, 
filled  the  gubernatorial  chair  of  New  York,  at  a 
salary  of  §7,000  or  §7,500  per  annum,  and  at  the 
same  time  acted  as  a  Major  General  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States,  in  the  receipt  of  pay  and 
emoluments,  in  addition  to  the  salary  as  Govern- 
or, of  at  least  84,000  per  annum,  making  a  total 
amount  of  pay,  &c.,  of  upwards  of  811,000a  year. 
As  Governor  he  was  commander-in-chief  of  the 
military  force  of  New  York,  and  bound  in  duty, 
as  such,  to  provide  for  the  protection  of  that  Slate. 
As  Major  General  of  the  United  States,  he  was 
equally  bound  to  secure  his  command  from  the 
inroads  of  the  enemy,  and  I  believe  his  command 
was  the  whole  State  of  New  York.  In  discharg- 
ing the  duties  pertaining  to  tiim,  in  the  very  im- 
portant station  he  filled,  he  exhibited  a  zeal,  vigi- 
lant industry,  and  perseverance,  that  could  only  be 
incited  by  an  ardent  attachment  to  the  Constitu- 
tion and  liberties  of  his  country,  and  a  fixed  de- 
termination, at  any  and  all  hazards,  to  sustain  her 
cause,  as  well  against  foreign  enemies  as  domestic 
foes.  This  conduct  secured  to  him  the  admiration 
of  his  countrymen,  and  entitled  him  to  their  grat- 
itude— an  admiration  and  gratitude  in  which  I 
claim  to  participate  in  no  small  degree.  Sir,  every 
citizen  in  a  republic  owts  to  his  country  the  exer- 
tion of  every  faculty  of  mind  and  body,  and  how- 
ever meritorious  the  services  of  this  distinguished 
individual  were,  they  reached  only  a  faithful  dis- 
charge of  the  duties  of  his  station. 


Owing  to  causes  which  it  is  unneces.<ary  for  me 
to  explain  to  you,  the  affairs  of  your  Treasury  be- 
came extremely  embarrassed  duri.ig  the  war,  and 
its  credit  sunk  so  low  that  it  could  not,  without 
difficulty,  raise  a  dollar  to  meet  the  many  and 
urgent  demands  upon  it ;  and,  while  at  the  lowest 
point  of  depression,  the  calls  for  protection,  along 
an  extended  and  exposed  frontier,  were  the  most 
pressing.  An  emission  of  Treasury  notes  was  re- 
sorted lo,  but  the  combined  efforts  of  brokers  and 
stock-jobbers  sunk  them  immediately  below  par. 
The  necessity  of  defending  the  great  and  import- 
ant city  and  State  of  New  York,  was  palpable, 
but  the  means  of  affording  protection  seemed  to 
be  without  the  reach  of  the  General  Government. 
Governor  Tompkins  was  urged  to  negotiate  loans 
from  the  banks  in  New  York  ;  the  Treasury  of 
the  Union  was  pledged  for  the  ultimate  payment, 
and  for  the  transmission  of  Treasury  notes,  to  be 
held  as  collateral  security.  This  is  evidenced  by 
matters  of  general  notoriety,  and  by  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  which  I 
shall  have  occasion  hereafter  to  notice.  Governor 
Tompkins  received,  in  addition  to  the  assurances 
of  the  Executive  Department,  those.of  many  in- 
fluential men  in  New  York,  of  the  ultimate  ability 
and  disposition  of  the  Grovernment  to  indemnify 
him.  The  banks  refused  the  loan  direct  to  the 
National  Government,  (probably  because  no  law 
authorized  it  to  be  made,)  and  Governor  Tomp- 
kins was  only  able  to  procure  the  advances  l)y 
using  his  own  credit,  backed  by  his  friends.  In 
this  way,  about  §900.000  was  procured  from  the 
Corporation  of  New  York,  (to  be  expended  in  pro- 
tecting the  city)  and  the  banks;  and  Governor 
Tompkins  disbursed  this  sum,  and  about  as  much 
more,  §1,844,262  67. 

In  the  discharge  of  the  various  duties  confided 
to  him,  some  irregularity  in  his  vouchers  was  to 
be  expected,  and  a  consequent  embarrassment.  In 
the  settlement  of  his  accounts  with  the  State  of 
New  York,  as  well  as  with  the  General  Govern- 
ment, difficulties  occurred,  and  balances  were  re- 
ported against  him.  That  of  New  York,  to  an 
amount  of  about  §100,000,  was  released  to  him 
by  a  legislative  act,  while  the  Treasury  reports  on 
his  accounts  with  the  United  States  remained  un- 
paid. The  act  of  Congress  prohibiting  the  pay- 
ment of  salaries,  &.C.,  to  any  officers  against  whom 
balances  were  standing  upon  the  Treasury  books, 
until  those  balances  were  paid,  occasioned  a  sus- 
pension of  the  .salary  of  the  Vice  President,  and 
drew  from  him  a  request  to  have  suit  against  him. 
Suit  was  brought  against  him  in  the  District  Court 
of  New  York,  and  a  verdict  found  in  his  favor, 
accompanied  by  an  unofficial  certificate,  which  I 
need  not  notice;  for  no  one  since  has  regarded  it 
as  furnishing  any  evidence  in  support  of  the  claim. 
In  this  state  of  things  application  was  made  to 
Congress,  and  the  prohibitory  clause  of  the  law 
was  ref)ealed,  so  far  as  regarded  the  salary  of  the 
Vice  President ;  and  the  accounting  officers  of  the 
Treasury  were  authorized  to  settle  his  accounts 
upon  principles  of  justice  and  equity,  subject  to 
the  revision  and  final  decision  of  the  President. 
It  is  manifest  that  the  claims  of  Goveroor  Tomp- 
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kins  were  not  predicated  upon  any  laws  of  the 
United  States,  existing  at  the  time  of  his  disburse- 
ments, or  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of  the  act  of 
February,  1823,  otherwise  that  act  would  have 
been  useless. 

Sir,  the  accounts  of  this  officer,  under  the  law 
just  mentioned,  were  adjusted  at  the  Treasury, 
and  a  balance  reported  in  favorof  Governor  Tomp- 
kins of  §35,190,  which  was  communicated  by  the 
President,  in  a  Message  to  the  House,  on  the  7th 
December  last,  in  which  you  are  told,  that,  having 
the  report  and  the  claim  for  additional  allowance 
under  consideration,  the  President  is  of  opinion 
that  a  large  sum  ought  to  be  allowed  to  Governor 
Tompkins,  which  would  have  been  before  decided 
on,  had  he  not  delayed  the  decision,  at  his  request, 
I  know  not  what  induced  the  request  for  delay  ; 
for  it  does  not  appear  that  any  vouchers  were 
wanting,  nor  is  any  reason  whatever  given  for  it. 
An  appropriation  was  recommended  for  the  bal- 
ance reported,  and  we  unhesitatingly  made  if.  This 
Message  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 

and  Means — one  of  the  ablest  in  the  House and, 

It  IS  worthy  of  remark,  that,  although  the  Presi- 
dent only  reported  in  part,  and  did  not  surrender 
the  power  given  him  to  decide  on  the  residue  of 
the  claims,  the  allowance  of  which  had  been  de- 
layed, in  consequence  of  Governor  Tompkins's  re- 
quest, or  even  doubt  their  extent — yet  that  com- 
mittee reported  that  the  powers  vested  in  the  Pre- 
sident, under  the  act,  were  amply  sufficient  to  a' 
decision  of  the  claim,  and  recommended  its  refer- 
ence back  to  the  President;  to  be  settled,  upon 
the  four  following  principles  : 

First,  That  interest  should  be  allowed  to  him 
on  all  moneys  advanced  by  him,  for  the  public, 
from  the  time  of  the  advance  to  that  of  his  being 
reimbursed. 

Second,  'I^iat  a  reasonable  commission  should 
be  allowed  hira  in  on  all  moneys  disbursed  by  him 
during  the  late  war. 

Third,  That  an  indemnity  should  be  allowed 
him  for  all  losses  which  he  had  sustained  by  the 
failure  of  the  Government  to  fulfil  its  engagements 
to  send  him  money,  or  Treasury  notes,  wiThin  the 
time  specified,  to  be  deposited  in  certain  banks,  as 
collateral  security  for  loans  procured  by  hirn  at 
the  request,  and  on  account  of,  the  Government. 

Fourth,  That  he  should  not  beheld  responsible 
for  losses  incurred  by  the  frauds  and  failures 
of  sub-agents,  to  whom  moneys  were  advanced 
through  his  hands. 

This  report  was  concurred  in  by  the  House, 
without  opposition,  and  is,  to  my  mind,  a  singu- 
lar interference  with  the  Executive  in  the  per- 
formance of  a  power  limited  in  its  terms  only  by 
his  discretion.  But,  sir,  the  report  speaks  the 
opinion  this  able  committee  then  entertained  of 
the  principles  by  which  the  Executive  and  our- 
selves should  be  governed  in  settling  the  accounts 
of  Grovernor  Tompkins,  and  furnishes  me  evi- 
dence, which  the  committee  will  certainly  deem 
creditable,  that  the  allowance  of  interest  on  the 
commission,  (which  is  now  so  eagerly  pressed  by 
them,)  was  not  then  considered  by  them  as  em- 
braced within  any  recognised  principle.  This 
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House,  in  adopting  this  report,  made  its  assump- 
tions and  principles  its  own. 

The  President  again  had  this  account  under 
consideration,  and,  in  his  Message,  of  the  28th  of 
April,  communicated  to  you  the  result.     He  states 
that,  under  the  first  head   of  allowance,  he  had 
allowed  Governor  Tompkins  §14,438  68,  on  the 
•'  declarations  of  Mr.  Tompkins"  that  the  remit- 
tances made  to  him  after  his  advances,  and  pre- 
vious to  the  24ih  of  December,  1814,  when  a  very 
large  sum  was  remitted  to  him,  was  applied  to 
public  purposes,   and   not   to   reimburse  his  ad- 
vances; that,  under  the  second  head,  he  allowed 
him  §92,213  13,  or  five  per  cent,  on  the  whole 
sum  disbursed   by  him,  "  an  extra  allowance,  ia 
consideration  of  the  aid  which  he  afforded  to  the 
Government  at  that  important  epoch,  in  obtain- 
ing the  loan  of  a  considerable  part  of  the  sum 
thus  disbursed."     Under  the  third   head,   he  al- 
lowed §4,414  25,  being  the  "  amount  of  the  loss 
sustained."     Under  the  fourth  head,  "  no  loss  be- 
ingshown.noallowance  whatever  has  been  made." 
Tbese  sums  amount  to  §111,063  06,  and  leaves, 
after  deducting  the  payments  and  sums  charged 
to  his  account,  due  to  Grovernor  Tompkins  a  bal- 
ance of  §60,238  46,  the  sum  the  proposition  under 
consideration    provides    to    pay.     The    President 
tells  you  also,  sir,  that,  upon  this  settlement,  a 
question  arises  as  to  interest  on  the  commission, 
and  that,  inasmuch  as  if  the  claims  had  been  set- 
tled upon  the  principles  of  the  law  of  the  last  ses- 
sion, the  commission  would  have  been  paid  him, 
that  "consideration  operates  with  great  force  in 
favor  of  the  allowance,"  which   he  recommends 
to  Congress,  to  whom  he  considers  the  questioa 
exclusively  to  belong. 

I  do  not  understand  this  as  recommending  the 
payment  of  interest,  but  as  presenting  to  our  con- 
sideration the  reasons  which  suggested  themselves 
to  him  for  an  allowance  not  embraced  within  any 
general  principle,  or  the  provisions  of  the  law  of 
the  last  session.  The  law  of  the  last  session  au- 
thorized the  settlement  of  these  accounts  upon 
principles  of  justice  and  equity  ;  and  if  justiceand 
equity  require  of  us  to  pay  the  §55,000  interest 
upon  this  commission,  which  the  President  con- 
siders an  extra  allowance,  it  was  embraced  within 
the  express  authority  given  in  the  act.  Sir,  I 
mean  no  disrespect  to  the  Executive,  nor  would  I 
treat  his  recommendations  lightly  ;  but  my  public 
duty  is  a  paramount  consideration,  and  in  my 
character  of  a  guardian  of  the  public  Treasury,  I 
cannot  consent  to  appropriate  the  people's  money 
without  my  own  mind  is  satisfied  that  justice  re- 
quires it.  If  the  President  had  decided  that  the 
interest  should  be  paid,  I  should  have  fell  bound, 
because  by  law  the  matter  was  referred  to  his  de- 
cision. The  allowance  is  not  made  by  the  Presi- 
dent, and  was  not  heretofore  considered  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  as  proper,  but 
seems  to  be  an  after-thought  of  the  committee,  in- 
fluenced by  feelings  of  gratitude,  and  to  be  pressed 
rather  as  a  matter  of  experiment  than  conviction. 
I  feel  myself  warranted  in  saying  this,  sir,  by  the 
course  pursued  by  the  committee.  If  the  allow- 
ance rests  upon  principles  of  justice  and  equity 
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why  not  present  it  to  us  and  urge  it  upon  that 
ground  a'one  ?  If  dependent  upon  these  princi- 
ples', the  whole  sum  is  due,  and  the  committee 
should  insist  upon  every  dollar  of  it ;  yet  we  are 
one  moment  urged  to  give  §115,000,  which  is 
several  hundred  dollars  short  of  the  interest  com- 
puted upon  their  own  principles,  and  the  next 
moment  besought  to  give  $100,000,  predicated 
upon  the  unofficial  certificate  of  the  I\ew  York 
jury,  which  is  some  814,000  less  than  the  interest 
would  swell  this  balance  to.  These  several  sums 
are  all  pressed  upon  you,  as  resting  upon  the  same 
principles  of  justice  and  equity!  Sir,  those  prin- 
ciples are  unchangeable,  and  gentlemen  cannot 
vary  themtoansweriheir  varyingpurposes.  When 
gentlemen  seek  to  change  the  seitled  rules  of  con- 
duct, they  should  at  least  endeavor  to  observe  the 
rules  of  consistency  in  the  reasons  they  offer  to 
effect  their  end. 

It  is  urged,  sir,  that  this  is  an  extraordinary 
case,  and  not  subject  to  the  common  rule.  That 
the  services  rendered  were  of  the  highest  charac- 
ter, and  most  eminently  beneficial;  and  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Hamilton) 
urges  us  to  make  a  distinction  between  the  rule 
applicable  to  the  settlement  of  a  blacksmith's  ac- 
count, and  the  rule  applicable  to  the  great  and 
beneficial  services  of  this  distinguished  citizen  ! 
I  must  be  permitted  to  look  at  this  claim,  when 
presented,  as  a  matter  of  account,  at  least ;  in  the 
same  way  I  would  look  upon  the  demand  of  the 
humblest  individual  in  community,  and  to  settle 
it  by  the  same  rule.  The  doctrine  of  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  is  not  founded  in  any 
principle  known  in  this  Government,  and  I,  for 
one,  sir,  will  protest,  as  long  as  I  can  raise  my 
voice,  against  applying  one  rule  of  justice  in  the 
adjustment  of  the  claims  of  the  rich  and  power- 
ful, and  another  more  contracted,  to  those  of  the 
poor  mechanic  or  laborer,  who  perform  your  ser- 
Tice. 

Again,  it  is  urged  that  Governor  Tompkins  has 
claims  upon  the  gratitude  of  this  nation,  which 
should  induce  a  departure  from  the  establl^hed 
rule,  to  allow  this  interest.  If  your  grateful  feel- 
ings induce  you  to  give,  and  you  will  say  in  your 
bill,  they  are  the  moving  cause  of  your  apprehen- 
sion, the  claim  would  be  better  than  it  now  is; 
yet  I  should  be  compelled  to  oppose  it.  The 
gratitude  of  this  nation  never  has  bee-n,  and,  I  trust, 
never  vUl  be,  measured  by  dollars  and  cents,  or 
satisfied  by  appropriations  of  money.  The  fine 
feeling  of  patriotism,  which  all  are  proud  to  cher- 
ish, should  not  be  deadened  by  the  admission  of 
such  a  principle.  I  do  not  intend  to  examine  the 
merits  of  the  allowances  made  by  the  President, 
but  when  gentlemen  charge  the  American  people 
with  ingratitude;  when  they  attribute  to  the  ad- 
vocates of  this  proposition  motives  adverse  to  the 
principles  of  justice.  I  must  claim  yuur  indulgence 
a  short  time,  while  I  notice  them.  Your  public 
officers  are  paid  by  salaries,  per  diem  allowances. 


officer,  disbursing  money  in  his  official  station, 
was  entitled  to  a  broker's  commission  upon  dis- 
bursements. I  know  many  gentlemen  in  the 
West,  who  served  during  the  last  war,  and  ren- 
dered valuable  aid  to  the  Government,  who  were 
called  upon  to  disburse  large  sums  of  money,  (and 
one,  who  is  now  near  me,  not  only  disbursed  large 
sums  of  money,  but  frequently  exerted  his  own 
credit  to  procure  funds  to  sustain  his  command,) 
and  yet,  I  believe,  no  one  of  them  ever  thought 
of  making  a  charge  of  commission  upon  the  sums 
disbursed.  The  case  of  Stetson,  of  Boston,  em- 
ployed in  the  supply  department,  has  been  alluded 
to  by  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  as  a 
strong  case,  and  has  but  a  few  days  ago  been  un- 
der your  consideration.  He  was  merely  a  dis- 
bursing officer,  and  under  no  obligation,  except 
that  of  the  patriot,  to  expend  a  dollar  beyond  the 
funds  in  his  hands.  His  case,  among  the  docu- 
ments on  your  table,  shows  an  expenditure  by  him 
of  about  $750,000,  much  of  which  he  had  ad- 
vanced of  his  own  funds,  and  procured  loans  from 
individuals  and  banks  for  much  more.  He  saved 
you  a  large  amount  of  money  by  his  unremitted 
industry,  wsides  keeping  your  Army  from  great 
suffering  and  distress.  The  law  under  which  he 
acted  allowed  him  a  commission  of  2^  per  cent, 
provided  it  did  not  exceed  $2,000  a  year.  He 
kept  an  exact  account  of  interest.  He  presented 
his  account  to  you,  and  after  pressing  it  upon  you 
by  every  consideration,  you  rejected  his  claim  as 
interest,  and  compromised,  by  allowing  him,  and 
it  was  all  he  could  extort  from  you,  a  sum  not 
quite  equal  to  the  $2,000  a  year,  and  far  short  of 
2^  per  cent,  upon  the  moneys  he  disbursed.  What 
distinguishes  that  claim  from  this?  Cases  of  this 
kind  are  numerous.  Your  tables  are  loaded  with 
them;  but  your  rules  as  to  them  are  inflexible. 

These  are  the  ordinary  cases  of  persons  going 
beyond  the  requirements  of  their  duty,  to  serve  the 
country,  although  the  exertions  used,  and  the  re- 
sponsibilities incurred,  are  of  an  extraordinary  and 
meritorious  kind.  If  you  begin  to  make  excep- 
tions, where  will  you  stop?  This  Government, 
sir,  has  not  been  ungrateful  or  illiberal  to  this 
meritorious  officer.  On  the  contrary,  the  facts  of 
the  case  show  an  extraordinary  liberality.  It  is 
said  the  services  of  Governor  Tompkins  continued 
for  a  period  of  eighteen  months.  l(  you  compute 
his  salary  as  Governor,  his  pay  and  emoluments 
as  Major  General,  the  allowance  by  the  Legisla- 
ture of  New  York,  and  the  allowance  by  the  Pre- 
sident, exclusive  of  interest,  he  will  get  about 
$230,000,  or  near  $13,000  a  month.  There  are 
no  three  officers  of  the  Government,  including 
the  President,  that  has  been  allowed  as  much. 
Yet  we  are  told  the  people  are  ungrateful,  and 
that  we  are  persecuting  this  individual.  The 
President  considers  the  allowance  he  made  as  an 
"  extra"  one.  The  committee  propose  to  go  fur- 
ther than  we  have  gone  before  in  any  case,  and 
because   we  cannot   see   our  way  clear,   we  are 


or  perquisites,  and  it  is  no  uncommon  thing  to*' charged  with  opposition  to  this  officer,  and  of 
incur  the  responsibility  of  disbursing  large  sums  lendingour  aid  to  persecute  him.  You  haveseen, 
of  money;  but  it  is  believed  this  is  the  only  in-  sir.  the  imputation  is  wholly  groundless.  I  regret 
stance  where  it  has  been  claimed  that  a  salary    that  I  felt  called  upon  to  make  these  observations, 
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but  the  course  taken  in  opposition  seemed  to  re- 
quire it.  Before  I  quit  the  subject,  allow  me  to 
add,  that  not  only  the  President's  Message,  but 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
themselves,  and  notorious  facts,  warrant  the  as- 
sumption that  the  loans  were  negotiated  by  Gov- 
ernor Tompkins,  as  the  agent  of  the  Government, 
upon  the  credit  and  on  account  of  the  Govern- 
ment; and,  if  it  had  not  been  for  an  ultimate 
dependence  upon,  and  confidence  in,  the  Govern- 
ment, no  loans  would  have  been  effected  ;  what- 
ever reason  there  may  have  been  for  .securing  the 
ostensible  responsibility  of  Governor  Tompkins, 
the  credit  must  have  been  mainly  given  to  the 
Government,  and  obtained  under  an  agreement 
between  the  Government  and  Governor  Tomp- 
kins. 

The  proposition,  sir,  is  an  important  one,  and, 
in  order  to  give  every  gentleman  an  opportunity 
to  record  his  vote  on  the  question,  I  call  for  the 
ayes  and  noes. 

When  Mr.  Wright  had  concluded — 

The  question  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and 
stood— yeas  83,  nays  80,  as  follows  : 

Yka*— Messrs.  Alexander  of  Tennessee,  Allen  of 
M ansae h use tt»,  Baylies,  Bartlett,  Bartley.  Beecher, 
Blair,  Buck.  Buckner,  Burleigh,  Cady,  Campbell  of 
Ohio,  Cocke,  Cook,  Crafts,  Culpeper,  Cushman, 
Dwight,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Ellis,  Forward, 
Harris,  Harvey,  Henry,  Herrick,  Hobart,  Hooks,  Hous- 
ton, Ingham,  Isacks,  Jenninjjs,  Johnson  of  Virginia, 
J.  T.  Johnson,  Kremer,  Lcftwich,  Lelcher,  Lincoln, 
Little,  Locke,  Long,  Longfellow,  McArthur,  McCoy, 
McLean  of  Ohio,  .Mallary,  Martindale,  Matlack,  Mat- 
son,  Mercer,  Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania,  Neale,  Nel- 
son, Patterson  of  Pennsylvania.  Patterson  of  Ohio, 
Plumer  of  New  Hampshire.  Plumer  of  Pennsylvania] 
Prince,  Rankin,  Reynolds,  Rich,  Ross,  Sandford,  Sib- 
ley, Sloinc.  Arthur  Smith,  Standefer,  Sterling,  Swan, 
Test,  Tod,  Tomlinson,  Vance  of  North  Carolina,  Vin- 
ton, Warfield,  Webster,  Whittlesey,  Wickliffe,  Wil- 
liams of  Virginia,  Wilhams  of  North  Carolina,  James 
Wilson,  Woods,  and  Wright. 

Nats — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Al- 
en  of  Tennessee,  Archer,  P.  P.  Barbour,  J.  S.  Bar- 
bour, Breck,  Brent.  Brown,  Burton,  (^ambreleng, 
Campbell  of  South  Carolina,  Carter,  Cary,  Cassedy, 
Cobb,  Collins,  Conner,  Crowninsbield,  Cuihbert,  Day, 
Dwinell,  Eaton,  Edwards  of  North  Carohna,  Floyd, 
Foot  of  Connecticut,  Foote  of  New  York,  Frost,  Gar- 
rison, Gatlin,  Gist,  Govan,  Gurley,  Hall,  Hamilton, 
Herkimer,  Hogeboom,  Holcombe,  Kent,  KiJder,  Law- 
rence, Litchfield,  Livermore,  Livingston,  .McDuffie, 
McKim,  McLane  of  Delaware,  Mangum,  Markley, 
Marvin.  Mitchell  of  Marvland,  Moore  of  Alabama, 
Newton,  Owen,  Poinsett,' Richards,  Rose,  Saunders, 
Scott,  Sharpe,  Alexander  Smyth,  Spaight,  A.  Steven- 
•on,  J.  Stephenson,  Stoddart,  Taliaferro,  Tattnall, 
Taylor,  Ten  Eyck,  Thompson  of  Georgia,  Tucker  of 
South  Carolina,  Tyson,  Udree,  Vance  of  Ohio,  Van 
Wyck,  Wayne,  Whipple,  Williams  of  New  York, 
Henry  Wilson,  and  Woods. 

So  the  amendment  of  Mr.  WiCKLirFE,  which 
appropriates  §60,239  24,  was  adopted. 

The  bill  was  thtn  reported,  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


Satdrday,  May  22. 
Mr.  NEWTorf,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce, who  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  providing  that  no  license  shall  be 
granted  to  any  boat  or  vessel  hereafter  built  or 
fitted  up,  and  moved  or  propelled  by  fire  or  steam, 
upon  the  principle  of  construction  commonly- 
called  "  high  pressure,"  made  a  report,  accompa- 
nied by  a  bill  for  the  regulating  of  steamboats, 
and  for  the  .security  of  passengers  therein;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  .same  committee,  who 
were  instructed  to  inquire  whether  any  law  exists 
in  contravention  of  the  provisions  of  the  Conven- 
tion of  the  3d  of  July,  1815,  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain;  and,  also,  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  countervailing,  by  law, 
any  duties  or  port  charges  on  American  com- 
merce and  tonnage,  which  Great  Britain  may- 
lay  thereon,  in  her  colonies  or  elsewhere,  made  a 
report  thereon ;  which  was  read,  and  laid  upon 
the  table. 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  making 
appropriations  to  carry  into  effect  certain  treaties  ; 
I  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  to  which  is  committed  the 
bill  making  further  appropriations  for  the  military 
service  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1824. 
(Indian  expenses.) 

Mr.  Hamilton,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  to  which  the  subject  was  referred, 
made  a  report  relative  to  a  purchase  of  additional 
j  ground  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Washington,  to  be 
j  added  to  the  site  of  said  fort;  which  report  was 

laid  upon  the  table. 
I      On  motion  of  Mr.  Herrick,  the  House  took  up 
I  the  bill  "  to  erect  Bowdoinham,  in  Maine;  Troy, 
in  New  York ;  and  Fairport,  in  Ohio,  into  ports 
of  delivery. 

Mr.  Strong  moved  to  insert  the  city  of  Hud- 
son ;  which  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was  then 
reported  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  "to 
improve  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  and  Missis- 
sipni  rivers,"  were  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

A  bill  "to  establish  an  additional  land  office 
in  the  State  of  Missouri,"  was  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  this  day,  which  it  subsequently  received, 
was  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McLane,  the  House  went 
again  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill 
'•making  appropriations  for  the  military  service 
of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1824,'^  (Indian 
department ;)  and  the  question  recurring  on  an 
additional   item   for   compensating  the  commis- 
sioners to  ascertain  a  suitable  site  for  a  national 
armory  on   the  Western  waters,  Mr.  Williams, 
of  North  Carolina,  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment, by  a  proviso  limiting  the  completion  of  the 
survey  to  one  year  from  the  present  time.     This 
amendment    was   opposed    by  Mr.   Clat.      Mr. 
McLane  made  some  statements  of  the  facts  of 
this  survey;  and   Mr.  Williams  replied   to  Mr. 
Clay  in  explanation,  and  withdrew  his  motion. 
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The  bill  was  then  further  amended  by  a  pro- 
Tiso  to  extinguish  the  title  of  the  Creek  Indians 
to  lands  within  the  limits  of  Georgia. 

The  same  Committee  then  took  up  the  bill 
"making  appropriation  to  carry  into  effect  cer- 
tain Indian  treaties,"  and  also  the  bill  "  making 
appropriation  for  the  Library  of  Congress:  "  which 
having  been  amended,  the  three  above  bills  were 
reported  to  the  House,  and  ordered  to  a  third  read- 
ing to-day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Brent,  the  House  took  up 
the  bill  "to  authorize  the  legal  representatives  of 
the  Marquis  de  Maison  Rouge,  and  those  claim- 
ing under  him,  to  institute  a  suit  against  the 
United  States  to  try  the  validity  of  their  titles;" 
which  was  amended,  by  extending  the  time  al- 
lowed for  this  suit,  and  adding  a  proviso  saving 
bona  6de  claims  which  have  been  confirmed. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
this  day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ingham,  the  House  went  in- 
to Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  "  author- 
izing the  employment  of  additional  clerks,  mes- 
sengers, assistants,  and  other  persons,  in  the  sev- 
eral departments  of  the  Government." 

Mr.  CocKB  moved  to  strike  out  that  part  of  the 
bill  which  provides  a  clerk  for  the  Surgeon  Gen- 
eral, and  supported  the  motion  by  a  speech,  and 
the  reading  of  the  rules  of  the  Medical  depart- 
ment. The  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Ingham, 
and  rejected  by  a  large  majority.  Several  amend- 
ments were  made,  providing  for  extra  clerk 
hire,  dec. 

The  same  Committee  also  took  up  the  bill  rela- 
tive to  the  Patent  Office,  and  to  the  salary  of  the 
Superintendent  thereof. 

On  this  bill  considerable  discussion  took  place 
between  Messrs.  Ingham,  McLane,  Livermore, 
Ross,  and  Warfield;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Livermore,  the  enacting  clause  was  stricken  out. 
The  Committee  then  rose,  the  amendments  were 
concurred  in  by  the  House,  and  the  former  bill 
was  ordered  to  a  third  reading  this  day. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President 
OF  the  United  States,  as  follows: 

To  the  House  of  Represeniativfs  of  the  United  States: 


tain  conditions,"  (viz:  making  a  levee,)  were  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "Ac  act  making 
funher  appropriations  for  the  military  service  of 
the  United  States,  for  the  year  1824,^'  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed.  The  title  was  amend- 
eJ  by  adding  "and  for  other  purposes." 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing 
an  appropriation   for  the  use  of  the   Library  of 
Congress,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 
The  title  was  amended  by  adding  thereto  these 
words:  "and  for  furnishing  rooms  in  the  Capitol." 
A    me5»ssage   from    the    Senate   informed    the 
House  that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  of  thii 
House,  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  George 
Fisher,  with  amendments,  in  which  they  ask  the 
concurrence   of  this   House.     The   Senate   have 
also  passed  bills,  and  a  resolution,  of  the  following 
titles,  viz :  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Forrest ; 
An  act  in  further  addition  to  "An  act  to  establish 
an  uniforcp  rule  of  naturalization,"  and  to  repeal 
the  acts  heretofore  passed  on  that  subject;  An 
act  to  amend  an  act,  supplemental  to  an  act,  en- 
titled "An  act  to  carry  into  effect  the  ninth  ar- 
ticle of  the  treaty  concluded  between  the  United 
States  and  Spain,  the  22d  of  February,  1819," 
approved  the  3d  of  March,  1823;  An  act  to  ex- 
tinr;uish  the  Indian  claims  to  lands  within  the 
State   of  Missouri;    Resolution   authorizing  the 
Secretary  of  State  to  furnish  a  copy  of  Tanner's 
American  Atlas  to  each  of  the  Ministers  Plenipo- 
tentiary and   Charges  des  Affaires  of  the  United 
States   at   foreign    Governments;  in   which  the 
Senate  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 
Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  viz  : 
An  act  to  authorize  the  legal  representatives  of 
the  Marquis  de  Maison  Rouge,  and  those  claim- 
ing under  him,  to  institute  a  suit  against  the  Uni- 
ted Stales,  and  for  other  purposes; 

An  act   making   appropriations  to  carry  into 
effect  certain  Indian  treaties; 

An  act  concerning  pre-emption  rights  in  the 
Territory  of  Arkansas; 

An  act  granting  a  tract  of  land  to  the  inhabit- 
ants of  Point  Coupee,  on  certain  conditions ; 

An  act  reserving  to  the  Wyandot  tribe  of  Indi- 
ans a  certain  tract  of  land  in  lieu  of  a  reservatioQ 


I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives  a  report  i  made  to  them  by  treaty  ; 


of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  compliance  with  their 
resolution  of  the  14th  of  April  last,  respecting  Prize  : 
Agents,  which  report  contains  the  informatioD  re-  | 
quested.  I 

JAMES  MONROE. 
Washihotok,  May  22,  1824.  | 

The  above   communication   was   laid  on   the  i 
table.  I 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Newton,  the  House  went 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Sharpe  in  I 
the  Chair,)  on  the  bill  to  allow  a  salary  to  the 
collector  of  the  port  of  entry  for  the  district  of  i 


An  act  to  allow  a  salary  to  the  collectors  of  the 
Districts  of  Nantucket  and  Pensacola,  and  to 
abolish  the  office  of  Surveyor  of  the  District  of 
Pensacola;  were  severally  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Alexander  McNair,"  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed,  as  amended. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to 
enable  the  President  to  hold  treaties  with  certain 
Indian  tribes,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed,  as  amended. 


Pensacola,  and  to  abolish  the  office  of  surveyor  ;  t      The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
which  was  amended  by  allowing  a  salary  to  the    bill,   entitled   "An  act  for   the  relief  of  Greorge 


collector  of  Nantucket;  and  being  reported  to  the 
House,  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading  to-day. 

The   bills  "granting  land  to  the   parishes  of 
Point  Coupee  and  of  West  Baton  Rouge  on  cer- 


Fishcr,"  were  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands. 

Bills  from   the   Senate,   of  the   following   ti- 
tles, viz: 
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1st.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Forrest; 

2d.  An  act  in  further  addition  to  an  act  to 
establish  an  uniform  system  of  naturalization, 
and  to  repeal  the  acts  heretofore  passed  on  that 
subject ; 

3d.  An  act  to  amend  an  act,  supplemental  to 
an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  carry  into  effect  the 
ninth  article  of  a  treaty  concluded  between  the 
United  States  and  Spain,  the  22d  day  of  Febru- 
ary, 1819,"  approved  the  third  of  March,  1823; 

4th.  An  act  to  extinguish  Indian  claims  to 
lands  in  the  State  of  Missouri;  were,  severally, 
read  the  first  and  second  time,  and  referred,  the 
1st,  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce;  the  2d,  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary;  the  3d,  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  ;  the  4th,  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

The  joint  resolution,  from  the  Senate,  "au- 
thorizing the  Secretary  of  State  to  furnish  a  copy 
of  Tanner's  American  Atlas  to  each  of  the  Min- 
isters Plenipotentiary  and  Charges  des  Affaires  of 
the  United  States  at  foreign  Governments,"  was 
read  twice,  and  laid  upon  the  table. 

ACCOUNTS  OF  DANIEL  D.  TOMPKINS. 

The  engrossed  bill  "  making  appropriation  for 
settling  the  claims  of  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  late 
Governor  of  the  State  of  New  York,  against  the 
United  States,"  was  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Sloane  said  a  few  words  in  opposition  to 
its  passage,  and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered,  and  stood — yeas  114,  nays 
16,  as  follows: 

Y«A8 — Messr*.  Abbot,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Archer, 
P.  P.  Barbour,  Bartlett,  Hartley,  Breck,  Brown,  Cam- 
breleng,  C«ry,  Cobb,  ColHns,  Condict,  Conner,  Cook, 
Crafts, Crowninshield,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Day,  Dur- 
fee,  Dwinell,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Ed- 
wards of  North  Carolina,  Foot  of  Connecticut,  Foote 
of  New  York,  Frost,  Garnson,  Gatlin,  Gist,  Gurley, 
Harris,  Harvey,  Hemphill,  Henry,  Herrick,  Herkinaer, 
Hobart,  Hogeboom,  Hooks,  Houston,  Jenkins,  J.  T. 
Johnson,  Kent,  Kidder,  Kremer,  Lawrence.  Litchfield, 
Little,  Long,  McCoy,  McDuffie,  McKim,  McLane  of 
Delaware,  Mallary,  Matlack,  MaUon,  Miller,  Mitchell 
of  Pennsylvania,  Mitchell  of  .Maryland,  Moore  of  Ken- 
'  tucky,  Moore  of  Alabama,  Morgan,  Neale,  Newton, 
Patterson  of  Pennsylvania,  Plumer  of  New  Hampshire, 
Plumer  of  Pennsylvania,  Prince,  Reed,  Reynolds, 
Richards,  Rich,  Saunders,  Sandford,  Scott,  Sharpe, 
Sibley,  Alexander  Smyth,  William  Smith,  Spaight, 
Standefer,  Sterling,  J.  Stephenson,  Stoddard,  Talia- 
ferro, Tattnall,  Taylor,  Test,  Thompson  of  Georgia, 
Thompson  of  Kentucky,  Tod,  Trimble,  Tucker  of 
South  Carolina,  Udree,  Vance  of  North  Carohna, 
Vance  of  Ohio,  Van  Wyck,  Vinton,  Warfield,  Wayne, 
Whipple,  Whittlesey,  White,  Williams  of  New  York, 
Williams  of  Virginia,  Williams  of  North  Carolina, 
James  Wilson,  Henry  Wilson,  Wilson  of  South  Caro- 
lina, Wilson  of  Ohio,  Wood,  and  Wright 

Nats — Messrs.  Baylies,  Beecher,  Buckner,  Cocke, 
Forward,  Garnett,  Isacks,  Leftwich,  Mc.\rthur,  Mc- 
Lean of  Ohio,  Martindale,  .Metcalfe,  Patterson  of  Ohio, 
Koss,  Sloane,  and  Arthur  Smith.  i 

So  the  bill  was  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate. 
And  then  the  House  adjourned.  | 


H.  or  R. 


MorfDAY,  May  24. 

Mr.  FoHBYTH,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  an  act  supple- 
mental to  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  carry  into 
effect  the  ninth  article  of  a  treaty  concluded  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Spain  the  22d  day 
of  February,  1819,'  approved  the  3d  of  March, 
1823,"  reported  the  same  without  amendment, 
and  it  was  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  an 
act  to  incorporate  a  company  for  making  certain 
turnpike  roads  in  the  District  of  Columbia,"  re- 
ported the  same  without  amendment,  and  it  was 
ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands  were  dis- 
charged from  the  consideration  of  the  amendments 
proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  George  Fisher,"  and  the  said 
amendments  were  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Pldmeb,  of  New  Hampshire,  from  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  which  was  re- 
ferred the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
to  provide  for  the  punishment  of  certain  crimes, 
when  committed  in  any  navy  yard,  fort,  arsenal, 
magazine,  dock-yard,  lighthouse,  or  other  place 
belonging  to  the  United  States,"  reported  the 
same  without  amendment,  and  the  bill  was  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  were  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
Message  from  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
of  the  18th  instant,  communicating  a  report  of 
Alexander  Hamilton,  respecting  land  claims  in 
Florida,  and  the  same  was  again  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  the 
Doorkeeper  was  authorized  to  continue  one  of 
the  messengers  in  his  service  during  the  recess  of 
Congress,  to  be  employed  in  cleaning  and  pre- 
serving the  furniture,  and  in  cleaning  and  airine 
the  House.  * 

Mr.  Cambreleng  laid  the  following  resolution, 
on  the  table,  for  consideration  to-morrow,  viz  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaiary  be 
directed   to  ascertain   and   report  to  Congrees,  at  its 
next  session,  the  rate  of  interest  at  which  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  will  continue  the   United   States' 
loan  of  seven  millions. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gdrley,  the  House  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Ingham  in 
the  Chair,)  on  the  bill  supplementary  to  the  ser- 
eral  acts  providing  for  ascertaining  and  adjusting 
the  titles  and  claims  to  land  in  the  St.  Helena 
and  Jackson  Courthouse  districts  ;  which  was 
amended  ;  and,  having  been  reported,  was  ordered 
to  a  third  reading. 

The  resolution  offered  a  few  days  since,  by  Mr. 
Trimble,  in  relation  to  importations  by  natives 
and  aliens,  was  taken  up,  and  agreed  to. 

A  bill  from  the  Senate  "  for  the  relief  of  Heze- 
kiah  Langley  and  Benjamin  M.  Belt,"  was  read  a 
third  time.     Mr.  Cockb  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on 
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Ihe  table.  The  motion  did  not  carry.  Its  passage 
was  then  advocated  by  Messrs.  Williams,  of 
North  Carolina,  Kent,  Whittlesey,  Shabpe, 
Neale,  a.  Smyth,  and  Warfield,  and  opposed 
by  Messrs.  Cocke,  Whipple,  and  McCoy  ;  when 
it  was  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate. 
Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  viz  : 
An  act  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury to  exchange  a  stock,  bearing  an  interest  of 
four  and  a  half  per  cent.,  for  certain  stocks  bear- 
ing an  interest  of  six  jjer  cent ; 

An  act  establishing  Bowdoinham,  in  the  State 
of  Maine,  Troy  and  Hudson  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  and  Fairport,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  ports 
of  delivery  ; 

An  act  granting  a  tract  of  land  to  the  parish  of 
West  Baton  Rouge,  on  certain  conditions  ; 

An  act  authorizing  the  employment  of  addi- 
tional clerks,  and  certain  messengers  and  assist- 
ants, and  other  persons,  in  the  several  Depart- 
ments ;  were  severally  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  of  this  House, 
entitled  "An  act  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  'An 
act  to  amend  an  act  for  the  establishment  of  a 
Territorial  government  in  Florida,'  and  for  other 
purposes,"  with  an  amendment;  in  which  they 
ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House.  The  Senaie 
have  also  passed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  viz  : 
An  act  to  fix  the  western  boundary  line  of  the 
Territory  of  Arkansas,  and  for  other  purposes; 
An  act  for  the  relief  of  Nimrod  Farrow  and 
Richard  Harris;  An  act  to  complete  the  survey 
of  the  southern  and  western  boundary  of  the  State 
of  Missouri ;  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal 
representative  of  Thomas  Robinson,  deceased;  and 
An  act  explanatory  of  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to 
provide  for  the  extinguishment  of  the  debt  due  to 
the  United  States  by  the  purchasers  of  public 
lands,"  approved  on  the  18th  day  of  May,  1S24  ; 
in  which  bills  the  Senate  ask  the  concurrence  of 
this  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  A.  Stevenso.n,  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Joseph  M.  White  and  William  Da- 
vidson ;  and. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Livingston,  the  bill  regula- 
ting the  mode  of  practice  in  the  Circuit  Court  for 
the  District  of  Louisiana — were  ordered  to  a  third 
reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lee,  the  House  went  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Sterling  in  the 
Chair,)  on  the  bill  "  for  the  relief  of  certain  dis- 
tillers in  the  United  States."  The  bill  was  slight- 
ly amended,  and,  having  been  rep)orted,  was  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Newton,  the  House  took  up 
the  bill  "  to  abolish  the  office  of  measurer." 

This  bill  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Wood, 
Sbarpe,  and  Cambreleng,  and  advocated  by 
Messrs.  Newton  and  Tomlinson. 

An  amendment  was  offered  by  Mr.  Webster, 
excepting  from  the  operation  of  the  bill  the  port 
of  Boston,  which  was  successively  modified  by 
adding  to  the  exception  the  ports  of  New  York. 
Philadelphia,  Salem,  Charleston,  dec. 


Mr.  Cambreleng  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table  ;  which  motion  prevailed — ayes  61,  noes  50. 
Engrossed  bills,  of  the  following  titles,  viz: 
An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  distillers  in  the 
United  States; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  M.  White  and 
William  Davidson  ;  were,  severally,  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  "to  regulate  the  practice  of  the  circuit 
court  ot  the  United  States,  in  the  district  of  Lou- 
isiana," being  read  a  third  time,  Mr.  Cobb  ex- 
pressed a  wish  for  further  information  before  he 
was  called  upon  to  vote  on  its  pas.sage.  Messrs, 
Livingston,  Brent,  and  Webster,  went  into  an 
exposition  of  the  principles  of  the  bill,  and  ex- 
plained the  circumstances  of  that  part  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  respect  to  the  legal  practice  which 
had  prevailed  there,  and  the  oppressive  operation 
which  an  introduction  of  the  practice  under  the 
common  law  would  have,  an  evil  to  be  strongly 
deprecated. 

Mr.  Ross  spoke  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  as  in- 
troducing the  principles  of  the  civil  law,  and  lead- 
ing to  a  fruitful  harvest  of  litigation,  especially 
among  those  settlers  in  Louisiana  who  had  been 
educated  in  other  States. 

The  bill  was  then  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate. 
The  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  to  which 
is  committed  the  bill  concerning  wrecks  on  the 
coast  of  Florida,  were  discharged  from  the  con- 
sideration thereof.  The  said  bill  was  then  amend- 
ed, and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third 
time  to-day. 

Bills  from  the  Senate,  of  the  following  titles,  viz : 

1st.  An  act  to  fix  the  western  boundary  line  of 

the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  and  for  other  purposes  ; 

2d.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Nimrod  Farrow  and 

Richard  Hams; 

3d.  An  act  to  complete  the  survey  of  the  south- 
ern and  western  boundary  of  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri ; 

4th.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  represent- 
atives of  Thomas  Robinson,  deceased; 

5th.  An  act  explanatory  of  an  act,  entitled  "An 
act  to  provide  for  the  extinguishment  of  the  debt 
due  to  the  United  States  by  the  purchasers  of  the  * 
public  lands,"  approved  on  the  18th  of  May,  1824; 
were,  severally,  read  the  first  and  second  times, 
and  referred :  the 

1st,  to  a  select  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs. 
Conway,  Brent,  Letcher,  Scott,  and  Hous- 
ton ;  the 

2d,  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs;  the 
3d,  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands;  the 
4th,  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  ;  the 
5th,  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 
The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  'An 
act  to  amend  an  act  for  the  establishment  of  a  ter- 
ritorial government  in  Florida,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," were  read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House- 
On  motion  of  Mr.  McLane,  the  bill  reserving 
to  the  Wyandot  tribe  of  Indians  a  certain  tract  of 
land   in  lieu  of  a  reservation  made  to  them  by 
treaty,  was  considered,   and  ordered   to   a  third 
reading. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Conway,  the  bill  "concern- 
ing pre-emption  rights  in  the  Territory  of  Arkan- 
sas," was  taken  up,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke,  the  House  went  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Brent  in  the 
Chair,)  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  "making  ap- 
propriation to  enable  the  President  of  the  United 
Stales  to  hold  treaties  with  certain  Indian  tribes; 
and,  being  reported  without  amendment,  was  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Williams,  the  House  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Burton  in 
the  Chair,)  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  "  for  the 
relief  of  Hezekiah  Langley  and  Benjamin  M.  Belt," 
and  "for  the  relief  of  Alexander  McNair,  of  Mis- 


souri." 


The  reports  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  were 
read,  when  the  bills  were  reported,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading. 

FRENX'H  SPOLIATIONS. 
Mr.  Forsyth,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  to  which  have  been  referred  during 
the  present  session  sundry  petitions  and  memori- 
als from  insurance  companies,  and  from  mer- 
chants, and  other  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
upon  the  subject  of  spoliations  committed  on  their 
commerce,  on  the  high  seas  as  well  as  in  certain 
port?,  under  the  orders  or  decrees  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  France,subsequent  to  the  year  1806,  made 
a  report  thereon,  which  was  laid  upon  the  table. 
The  report  is  as  follows: 

The  Committee  of  Foreign  RoIationB  on  the  several 
petitions  ot  Archibald  Grade,  Ezra  Davi«,  Matthew, 
Thomas  8.,  «nd  Levinus  Clarkson,  William  Gray,  and 
others,  of  the  Merchants'  and  Insurance  Companies 
of  Philadelphia,  of  the  merchants  and  underwriters  of 
Baltimore,  referred  to  them  by  the  House,  report  : 
That*he  petitioners  ask  the  intervention  of  Congress 
for  the  recovery  of  their  just  claims  against  France, 
for  spoliations  committed,  and  property  seized  or  de- 
stroyed, under  different  pretexts,  since  the  year  1806. 
These  claims  are  alluded  to  by  the  President,  in  his 
Message,  at  the  opening  of  the  present  session  of  Con- 
gress, as  resting  up  >n  the  same  principle  with  other 
claims  which  have  been  admitted  by  the  French  Gov- 
ernment, and  are  the  subject  of  the  correspondence  of 
the  Minister  of  the  United  Sutes  with  the  French 
Government,  communicated  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
senutives  on  the  Oth  of  February  last.  To  this  cor- 
respondence the  attention  of  the  House  is  invited,  for 
•  full  and  fair  understanding  of  the  claims  of  the  pres- 
ent petitioners,  and  of  the  other  citizens  of  the  United 
Stales,  having  similar  demands  against  France,  but 
who  have  not  joined  in  this  application  for  redress. 

The  committee  have  seen,  with  surprise,  that,  al- 
though the  attention  of  the  present  Government  of 
France  was  especially  invited  to  this  subject  in  1816, 
and  has  been  repeatedly  recalled  to  it,  since  that  time, 
that  France  has  not  yet  thought  proper  to  enter  upon 
the  discussion  of  it.  No  other  answers  have  yet  been 
given  to  various  official  communications  of  the  Min- 
ister of  the  United  States,  than  those  required  by  the 
mere  obligations  of  international  courtesy. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  measures  ought 
to  be  taken  to  impress  upon  France  the  necessity  of 
■  n  early  and  definite  adjustment  of  this  subject ;  and 
they  would  offer  such  measures  to  the  consideration 


of  the  House,  if  the  hope  wu  not  entertained  that  the 
Government  of  France  would  be  found,  during  the 
ensuing  Summer,  prepared  to  investigate  it. 

The  committee  are  confident  that  a  fair  examina- 
tion, entered  into  with  a  disposition  to  do  full  justice, 
will  be  followed  by  an  arrangement  satisfactory  to  all 
parties. 

The  claims  of  our  citixens  may  be  divided  into  four 
classes. 

1.  For  property  sequestered. 

2.  For  property  condemned,  regularly,  under  the 
Berlin  and  Milan  decrees. 

3.  For  property  irregularly  condemned  under  the 
same  decrees,  including  that  condemned  by  imperial 
mandate,  without  the  intervention  of  any  judicial  tri- 
bunal. 

4.  For  property  burnt  or  destroyed  at  sea  ;  s  portion 
of  it  after  the  decrees  authorizing  such  destruction 
had  been  repealed. 

The  first  class  includes,  in  addition  to  other  prop- 
erly not  acted  upon  by  the  judicial  tribunals,  the  seiz- 
ures at  Antwerp  in  1807,  at  St.  Sebastian  in  1809-10, 
in  Holland  in  1810,  under  a  secret  article  of  the  treaty 
incorporating  Holland  with  France.  The  right  of  the 
claimants  to  an  immediate  and  full  indemnity  for  all 
property  sequestered  and  never  condemned,  cannot  be 
plausibly  contested.  It  was  put  under  sequestration 
by  an  imperial  decree,  on  suspicion  that  it  was  Eng- 
lish property,  merely  to  give  time  to  ascertain  whether 
it  was  English  or  not.  That  it  was  not  English,  is 
now  well  known  to  the  Government  of  France.  Had 
it  been  English,  it  must  have  been  given  up  or  paid 
for,  under  the  fourth  article  of  the  additional  articles 
of  the  treaty  of  the  30th  May,  1814,  between  that 
Power  and  Great  Britain.  By  that  article,  the  par- 
ties stipulate  to  release  all  property  put  under  seques- 
tration since  1792.  If  the  property  of  our  citizens 
seized  at  Antwerp,  St.  Sebastian,  and  in  Holland,  had 
been  what  it  was,  without  the  shadow  of  reason,  al- 
leged to  be,  payment  would  be  due  for  it  to  English 
owners.  A  singular  spectacle  will  be  exhibited,  if 
payment  is  denied  when  the  motive  for  the  seizure  is 
shown  to  have  been  false,  or  should  any  doctrine  of 
France  place  the  property  of  a  neutral  in  a  worse  sit- 
uation than  if  it  had  belonged,  as  was  suspected,  to  an 
enemy.  Such  doctrine  cannot  be  advanced  by  France, 
unless  she  intends  to  instruct  other  Powers,  that,  in 
all  future  wars  in  which  she  may  be  engaged  with  a 
formidable  rival,  it  will  be  more  prudent  to  be  her  en- 
emy  than  her  friend.  Nor  can  the  committee  antici- 
pate any  grounds  upon  which  a  decision  unfavorable 
to  the  other  claims  embraced  in  the  othef  three  enu- 
merated classes,  can  be  justly  made,  resting  as  they 
obviously  do  upon  the  immutable  bases  of  justice  and 
national  law. 

A  due  regard  to  those  relations  of  amity  that  have 
ever  united  this  Government  with  France,  to  the  stip- 
ulations of  her  treaty  with  us,  to  her  character  for  lib- 
eral justice  to  foreign  claimants,  will  doubtless  induce 
the  Government  of  that  country  to  adjust  those  claims 
whenever  they  are  fairly  considered. 

Under  the  hope  and  expectation  that  attention  will 
be  given  to  this  interesting  subject  by  France,  prior  to 
the  next  session  of  Congress,  the  committee,  without 
asking  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
of  the  several  petitions  referred  to  them,  recommend 
to  the  House  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  lay  before  the  House,  at  the  next  ses- 
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tion,  u  e«rly  a«  the  public  interest  will  permit,  the 
correspondence  which  msy  be  held  with  the  Govern- 
ment of  Frsnce,  prior  to  that  time,  on  the  subject  of 
iojuriefi  sustained  by  citizens  of  the  United  States 
aioce  the  year  1806. 

TRADE  WITH  MEXICAN  PROVINCES. 

The  following  Messages  were  received  from  the 
President  of  tue  United  States,  viz: 

FIRST. 

To  the  Hou«eofRepre$entatives  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  of  the  13th  instant,  requesting  the 
President  to  communicate  any  information  he  may 
possess,  in  relation  to  the  intercourse  and  trade  now 
carried  on  between  the  people  of  the  United  States 
(and,  particularly,  the  people  of  the  State  of  Missouri) 
and  the  Mexican  provinces ;  how  and  by  what  route 
that  trade  or  intercourse  is  carried  on  ;  in  what  it  con- 
sists, the  distances,  &c.;  the  nations  of  Indians  through 
which  it  passes ;  their  dispositions,  whether  pacific  or 
otherwise ;  the  advantages  resulting,  or  likely  to  re- 
sult from  that  trade  or  intercourse  ;  I  herewith  trans- 
mit a  communication  from  the  Department  of  State, 
which  contains  all  the  information  which  has  yet  been 
collected  in  relation  to  those  subjects. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Mat  24,  1824. 

The  said  Message  was  read,  and  laid  upon  the 
table.     The  comiuunicatioa  is  as  follows : 

Washutotok  Citt,  April  27,  1824. 

8ib:  Permit  me,  through  you,  to  communicate  to 
his  Excellency  the  President  of  the  United  States,  the 
following  ideas;  from  which,  if  circumstances  would 
allow  of  their  going  into  operation,  much  good  might, 
perhaps,  result  to  the  young  and  enterprising  of  the 
West,  as  well  as  to  the  nation  generally.  I  mean  the 
interposition  of  the  General  Government  for  the  pro- 
tection of  an  intercourse  between  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  northern  and 
eastern  parts  of  Mexico.  This  intercourse  has  been, 
on  a  small  scale,  attempted  by  a  few  brave  and  enter- 
priaing  men  from  the  State  of  Missouri,  but  with  much 
risk  of  lives  and  property.  The  latter,  they  have  fre- 
quently been  robbed  of  by  the  Indians.  These  evils 
can  only  be  prevented  by  means  of  a  negotiation,  to 
be  opened  by  the  General  Government,  with  the  In- 
dians, through  which  the  route  would  pass,  from  a 
favorable  point  on  the  Missouri  river  to  Santa  Fe. 
The  Indians  should  be  made  responsible  for  depreda- 
tisns  committed  on  citizens  of  the  United  States,  as 
on  citizens  of  the  Republic  of  Mexico  visiting  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

The  benefits  which  would  result  from  a  safe  inter- 
course between  the  United  States  and  those  parts  of 
Mexico,  it  might  be  considered  presumption  in  me  to 
comment  on.  Its  many  important  advantages  will 
be  obvious  to  the  judgment  of  those  much  more  capa- 
ble of  doing  justice  to  the  subject  than  myself  I  will 
therefore  submit  it  with  the  following  few  remarks  : 

1st.  A  safe  intercourse  between  the  citizens  of  this 
Crovernment  and  the  northern  and  eastern  parts  of  the 
Mexican  dominions,  will  awaken  the  inhabitants  of 
the  latter  to  the  blessings  of  a  republican  system  of 
Government;  blessings  which  the  .American  people 
wish  all  nations  to  enjoy,  and  the  value  of  which  will 
be  more  deeply  impressed  on  the  minds  of  strangers 
by  an  experimental  knowledge  of  our  enjoyments. 


2dly.  Many  advantages  will  flow  from  the  commerce 
to  which  the  establishment  of  a  safe  intercourse  will 
naturally  lead;  and  many  of  th'S  productions  and 
manufactures  of  our  country  will  be  exchanged  for 
silver,  mules,  horses,  and  other  articles,  in  demand 
with  us. 

.3dly.  The  establishment  and  protection  of  safe  in- 
tercourse would  not  only  essentially  benefit  the  peo- 
ple of  the  two  Governments,  but  would  be  attended 
with  a  beneficial  result  as  it  relates  to  the  Indian  na- 
tions, through  which  the  communication  would  pass, 
and  those  bordering  on  them.  Some  of  these  nations 
yet  know  little  of  the  American  character.  The  most 
effectual  mode  of  maintaining  friendship  with  the  In- 
dians, is  to  impress  them  with  a  deep  sense  of  your 
superiority.  This,  when  judiciously  attended  to,  does 
not  require  a  great  expense;  and  the  saving  of  much 
blood  will  unquestionably  result  from  a  timely  inter- 
position on  the  part  of  the  Government. 

4thly.  A  portion  of  the  Western  people  have  been 
in  the  habit  of  hunting  and  trapping  for  a  living  ; 
should  the  privilege  be  denied  them  of  following  their 
pursuits  in  the  Indian  country,  they  will  seek  other 
employments.  All  cannot  be  engaged  in  the  Indian 
trade,  and  some  will  extend  their  enterprises  into  the 
Mexican  dominions.  These,  if  not  protected  by  Gov- 
ernment, they  will  hazard  at  their  own  risk;  difficul- 
ties with  the  Indians  will  inevitably  follow  ;  and  a 
train  of  mischievous  consequences  can  alone  be  pre- 
vented by  laying  of  the  foundation,  on  the  part  of  the 
General  Government,  of  a  proper  understanding  with 
them. 

5thly.  The  city  of  Mexico  is  situated  at  so  great  a 
distance  from  the  northern  and  eastern  limits  of  the 
Republic,  that  a  safe  and  harmonious  intercourse  can- 
not be  opened  and  maintained  without  the  establish- 
ment of  an  agency  at  Santa  Fe,  in  strict  subordina- 
tion to  the  Government  at  Washington,  and  the  Ame- 
rican Minister  at  Mexico. 

Such  an  agent  would  have  much  in  his  power  to- 
wards producing  and  maintaining  the  proper  friendly 
understanding  between  the  American  people  and  the 
citizens  of  Mexico,  as  well  ss  with  the  numerous  In- 
dian nations.  This  agent  would  be  extremely  useful 
to  the  Government,  in  keeping  a  constant  communi- 
cation of  the  state  of  affairs  in  that  section  of  the  coun- 
try with  the  Government  at  home,  as  well  as  with  the 
American  Minister  at  the  city  ot'  Mexico.  Such  an 
agent  ought  to  have  the  charge,  in  a  certain  degree, 
ot  the  Indians  bordering  on  the  Mexican  Republic. 

6thly.  The  route  in  contemplation  would  pass 
through  a  healthy  country,  and  would  be  attended 
with  many  facilities,  too  numerous  at  |>resent  to  de- 
tail. Those  who  would  not  have  the  ineans  of  visit- 
ing Mexico  in  a  more  expensive  mode,  could  pursue 
this  route,  with  little  comparative  coat. 

The  establishment,  the  encouragement,  and  the 
protection  of  this  intercourse  will  be,  I  have  no  doubt, 
cheerfully  met  on  the  part  of  the  Mexican  Govern- 
ment;  and,  with  the  means  thus  afforded  them,  the 
day  will  rapidly  approach  when  the  people  of  that 
country  will  become  genuine,  orderly,  and  patriotic 
republicans. 

Respectlully,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  4tc. 

A.  McNAIR. 

Hon.  J.  Q.  Adams,  Sec'ry  of  State. 

SECOND. 

To  the  House  of  Representatives  oftlu  United  Stales: 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  20th  instant, 
I  transmit,  herewith,  to  the  House  of  Representatives, 
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a  report  of  David  Shriver,  Superintendent  of  the  Com- 
beriand  Road,  stating  the  manner  in  which  the  appro- 
priation made  at  the  last  session  for  the  repair  of  that 
road  has  been  expended,  and  also  the  present  condi- 
tion of  the  road. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
Mat  24,  1824. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  laid  upon  the  table 

FIVE  MILLIONS  NEW  STOCK. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McLane,  the  House  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Condict  in 
the  Chair,)  on  fhe  bill  "  to  authorize  the  Secretary 
'  of  the  Treasury  to  exchange  a  stock  bearing  an 
'  interest  of  five  percent,  for  certain  stock  bearing 
*  an  interest  of  six  per  cent." 

Mr.  McLane  moved  to  amend  the  first  section 
of  the  bill  by  inserting  the  following: 

Be  it  enacted,  <Src.,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  empowered  to  borrow,  on 
or  before  the  1st  day  of  April  next,  on  the  credit  of  the 
United  States,  a  sum  not  exceeding  five  millions  of 
dollars,  at  a  rate  of  interest  payable  quarter  yearly, 
not  exceeding  four  and  a  half  per  centum  per  annum, 
and  reimbursable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Government, 
at  any  time  after  the  Gist  day  of  December,  1831,  to 
be  applied,  in  addition  to  the  moneys  which  may  be 
in  the  Treasury  at  the  time  of  borrowing  the  same — 
to  pay  off  and  discharge  such  parts  of  the  six  per  cent, 
stock  of  the  United  Sutes  of  the  year  1812,  as  may 
be  redeemable  after  the  1st  day  of  January  next. 

Sic  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  Lo  lend 
the  said  sum,  or  any  part  thereof:  and  it  is  hereby 
further  declared,  that  it  shall  be  deemed  a  good  exe- 
cution of  the  said  power  to  borrow,  for  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  with  the  approbation  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  to  cause  to  be  constituted  cer- 
tificates of  the  stock  signed  by  the  Register  of  the 
Treasury,  or  by  the  Commissioner  of  Loans  for  the 
whole  or  for  any  part  thereof,  bearing  an  interest  not 
exceeding  four  and  a  half  per  centum  per  annum, 
transferrable  and  redeemable  as  aforesaid,  and  to  cause 
the  said  certificates  of  stock  to  be  sold:  Provided, 
That  no  stock  be  sold  under  par. 

Mr.  McLane  prefaced  this  motion  by  a  state- 
ment, in  explanation,  of  considerable  length. 

This  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and  the  other 
parts  of  the  bill  were  correspondingly  altered  ; 
when  the  bill  and  amendments  were  reported  to 
the  House. 

Mr.  F.  Johnson  opposed  the  passage  of  this 
bill,  not  believing  it  necessary  to  borrow  at  pres- 
ent ;  as  there  was  a  considerable  balance  in  the 
Treasury,  and  by  an  estimate  of  the  gentleman 
fromNew  York,  (Mr.  Cambreleno,)  the  operation 
of  the  tariff  will  increase  it  three  millions.  He 
went  into  a  calculation  to  show  the  balance  of 
revenue  would  increase  every  year;  and  that  this 
country  would  lose,  instead  of  gaining  by  postpo- 
ning the  debt  at  a  reduced  rate  of  interest — and  he 
moved  to  postpone  the  further  consideration  of  the 
bill  till  the  Isi  day  of  April  next,  ( which  amounts 
to  an  indefinite  postponement.) 

Mr.  Cambreleng,  of  New  York,  had  not  in- 
tended to  rise  on  this  question,  but  deemed  it  ne- 
cessary to  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 


(Mr.  F.  Johnson,)  who  had  referred  to  his  revenue 
estimates,  and  to  the  fate  of  a  .^ormer  stock  ex- 
change bilL  That  gentleman  had  very  much 
misunderstood  him.  He  had  never  been  so  absurd 
as  to  circulate  that  a  tariff,  which  would  go  into 
operation  on  the  30th  of  June  and  1st  of  January 
next,  levying  additional  duties,  payable  at  distant 
periods  in  1825,  could  contribute  directly  to  the  rev- 
enue of  1824,  whatever  might  be  the  effect  of  anti- 
cipated importations.  Considering  that  bill  as  itac- 
tually  passed,  as  a  revenue  mea.sure — and  an  unne- 
cessary one,  too — he  had  presumed  that,  when  in 
operation,  it  would  augment  the  annual  receipts. 
We  are  not  now  making  any  distant  calcula- 
tions— the  period  is  near  at  hand.  The  first  pro- 
position in  the  bill,  is  to  convert  that  portion  ot 
the  six  per  cent,  payable  on  the  1st  January  next, 
which  we  may  not  have  the  means  to  redeem,  into 
a  stock  bearing  an  interest  of  four  and  a  half  per 
cent,  or  less.  It  is  presumed  that,  after  redeeming 
§8,600,000,  in  seven  per  cents,  authorized  during 
the  present  year,  and  estimating  the  revenue  of 
1824  above  the  Treasury  estimate,  which  can  now 
be  safely  done,  there  will  be,  on  the  Ist  of  Janu- 
ary next,  including  the  usual  amount  of  the  un- 
expended appropriations,  about  five  millions  appli- 
cable to  the  redemption  of  the  debt  due  on  that 
day.  The  object  of  the  bill  is  to  enable  the  Gror- 
ernment  to  reduce  the  interest  on  the  amount  un- 
redeemed. The  second  proposition  is,  to  renew, 
at  a  dimini:>hed  rate  of  interest,  that  portion  of  the 
sixes  falling  due  on  the  1st  of  January,  1826,  which 
we  shall  not  be  able  to  redeem.  With  regard  to 
the  period  of  the  final  redemption  of  the  public 
debt,  Mr.  C.'s  calculation  corresponded,  in  its 
result,  with  that  of  the  gentleman  from  Delaware, 
(Mr.  McLane.)  Assuming  a  revenue  of  twenty 
millions — less  than  the  actual  revenue  for  two 
years  past — and  a  permanent  expenditure  of  ten 
millions — more  than  the  annual  expenditure  du- 
ring the  same  term— ten  millions,  at  least,  would 
remain  annually  applicable  to  the  payment  of  the 
interest  and  the  redemption  of  the  public  debt. 
With  such  a  revenue,  and  such  an  expenditure, 
without  estimating  the  increase  of  revenue  under 
the  new  tariff,  the  public  debt  would  be  extin- 
guished in  1835.  Such  calculations  are,  however, 
always  to  be  considered  as  hypothetical,  being 
founded  on  an  anticipation  of  continued  peace. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  is  mistaken  in 
supposing  that  the  stock  which  we  bad  proposed  to 
exchange  in  1822,  is  the  identical  slock  we  are 
now  about  to  pay  off.  From  1825  to  ^28,  sixty- 
five  millions  become  payable — that  bill  contem- 
plated exchanging  onlya  part,  leaving  about  thirty 
millions  to  be  redeemed  with  the  revenue  antici- 
pated. With  regard  to  the  failure  of  that  negoti- 
ation, it  was  owing  entirely  to  our  delay  in  adopt- 
ing the  measure.  Before  proposals  could  be  issued 
a  reaction  had  occurred  in  the  money  market, 
which  rendered  the  negotiation  impracticable,  ex- 
cept for  a  small  amount.  In  that  case,  too,  it 
was  at  the  option  of  the  creditor  to  accede  or  not 
to  our  proposals;  the  stock  was  not  then  redeem- 
able. The  bill  before  us  contemplates  a  negotia- 
tion at  and  near  the  period  of  redemption,  and  of 


2707 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


2708 


+ 


if 


H.  or  R. 


Regulation  of  Steam  Vessels. 


Mat,  1824. 


a  different  character.  From  the  fate  of  that  meas- 
ure, however,  we  may  draw  an  argument  against 
postponing  the  bill  under  consideration.  The  rate 
of  interest  is  low — much  below  our  former  antici- 
pations ;  a  second  reaction  may  happen,  and  in  that 
event  Government  will  be  compelled  to  negotiate 
a  loan  on  less  favorable  terms,  or  continue  to  pay 
six  per  cent. 

l/ we  are  to  found  our  calculations  on  the  rate 
of  interest  in  England,  there  would  not  now  ap- 
pear to  be  the  same  danger  of  reaction.  The 
moneyed  and  stock  operations  of  that  great  bank- 
ing house  of  nations,  seem  to  regulate  the  affairs 
of  the  commercial  world  ;  and  they  have  undoubt- 
edly an  influence  on  interest  even  in  this  country. 
Nevertheless,  the  period  is  favorable  for  reducing 
the  rate  of  interest  on  our  unredeemed  stocks  ; 
there  is  no  probability  of  our  gaining  any  thing 
by  delay,  and  we  may  lose — he  hoped  we  should 
adopt  the  measure  in  season. 

Mr.  McLane  again  rose,  and  further  extended 
the  explanation  he  had  before  given.  He  submit- 
ted a  calculation  to  the  Committee. 

Mr.  F.  Johnson  spoke  in  reply,  and  insisted 
that  the  view  presented  by  the  gentleman  from 
Delaware  was  fallacious.  He  went  into  an  ex- 
tensive argument  in  support  of  the  ground  he  had 
taken,  and  referred  to  various  statements  and  cal- 
culations to  show,  that  the  Treasury  did  not  need 
the  proposed  loan  in  order  to  pay  off  the  public 
debt,  and  that  the  nation  would  be  a  loser  by  the 
pretended  saving  in  the  rate  of  interest. 

Mr.  P.  P.  Barbour,  in  reply,  advocated  the 
plan  proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  and  reduced  the  calculations  to  a  simple 
form,  which  he  presented  in  a  few  words,  and  ap- 
pealed to  the  common  sense  of  the  House,  whe- 
ther it  was  not  better  to  pay  4^  per  cent,  interest, 
on  an  unpaid  debt,  than  6  per  cent. 

Mr.  Ca.mbrelcng  rejoined  in  a  few  remarks, 
and  was  followed  by  Mr.  McDuffie,  who  defend- 
ed the  policy  of  the  plan  provided  for  in  the  bill. 

The  question  on  postponing  the  further  consid- 
eration was  then  put,  and  decided  in  the  negative 
— ayes  36,  noes  102. 

The  bill  and  amendments  were  then  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

REGUL.\TIOi\  OF  STEAM  VESSELS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ToMLiN80N,the  House  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  "  for  the 
regulation  of  steamboats,  and  for  the  security  of 
passengers  therein.'' 

On  this  bill  a  discussion  arose,  in  which  Mr. 
ToMLiNSON  advocated   its  passa|;e,  Mr.  Uwight 

proposed  an  amendment, and  Mr.  WicKLiFFE  urged 
its  postponement  till  the  next  session.  [The  bill 
pro|)oses  to  lessen  the  danger  of  high  pressure 
steam  engines  by  adding  to  that  safety-valve  which 
is  in  the  control  of  the  engineer,  another,  to  be 
in  the  exclusive  possession  of  the  captain  of  the 
boat,  and  which  shall  be  loaded  with  no  more 
than  a  prescribed  weight,  viz:  one-third  of  the 
pressure  by  which  the  boiler  has  been  proved,  or 
one-sixth  of  that  which  it  is  capable  of  sustain- 
ing.]     Mr.  Ingham  objected  to  restricting  low 


'  pressure  engines  to  a  pressure  of  seven  pounds  to  a 
square  inch,  adverted  to  the  vast  amount  of  prop- 
perty  now  invested  in  high  pressure  engines,  and 
hoped  that,  with  the  exception  of  so  much  as 
provides  that  notice  be  given  to  passengers  whe- 
ther the  engine  of  any  steamboat  is  of  the  high  or 
of  the  low  pressure  construction,  the  bill  would  be 
postponed  till  next  session. 

Mr.  Poinsett  replied,  and  explained  the  facU 
in  relation  to  low  pressure  engines,  and  insisted 
that  no  injury  could  result  to  the  holders  of  high 
pressure  engines  in  consequence  of  this  law. 

Mr.  WicKLiFFE  thought  the  House  was  not 
prepared  in  its  present  state  of  information  to  le- 
gislate on  a  subject  so  extensive  and  important  in 
Its  effects — and  went  into  a  series  of  remarks  in 
support  of  this  position. 

Mr.  LivERMORE  moved  to  strike  out  all  of  the 
bill  excepting  the  fourth  section. 

^Ir.  Poinsett  explained  the  facility  of  adding 
a  safety-valve. 

Mr.  Dwight  observed,  that,  from  the  words  of 
the  bill,  it  could  have  no  effect  till  the  next  day  of 
issuing  licenses,  which  will  not  occur  till  April 
next,  and  in  the  mean  while  Congress  would  hold 
another  session — he  moved  that  the  Committee 
rise  ;  but,  again  withdrawing  the  motion,  the  dis- 
cussion was  farther  prosecuted  by  Messrs.  Liv- 
ingston and  DwiGHT.  The  Committee  then  rose 
and  reported  the  bill,  and  oo  the  question  of  leave 
to  sit  again, 

Mr.  Livingston  insisted  on  the  views  he  had 
before  expressed,  and  earnestly  advocated  the 
passage  of  the  bill.  Leave  was  refused  to  the 
Committee  to  sit  again. 

When  it  was  agreed  to  have  a  recess  till  five 
o'clock. 

Five  o'clock,  P.  M. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  joint  "resolu- 
tion providing  a  place  of  deposite  lor  the  Portrait 
of  Columbus,  and  directing  the  distribution  of 
certain  copies  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence, 
now  in  the  Department  of  State,"  lo  which  they 
ask  the  concurrence  of  the  House. 

The  resolution  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to 
be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Conway,  from  the  select  committee  to 
which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  enti- 
tled "  An  act  to  fix  the  western  boundary  line  of 
the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  and  for  other  purpo- 
ses," reported  the  same  without  amendment,  and 
the  bill  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Brent,  the  House  look  up 
the  bill  "supplementary  to  an  act  providing  for 
the  examination  of  titles  to  land  in  that  pan  of 
the  State  of  Louisiana  situated  between  the  Rio 
Hondo  and  the  Sabine  river." 

The  blank  was  filled  with  two  hundred  dollars, 
and  then  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  the  execution  of 
the  resolution  of  this  House,  directing  the  dispo- 
sition and  removal  of  the  building  south  of  the 
Capitol,  now  used  for  committee  rooms,  was  sus- 
pended until  after  the  next  session  of  Congress. 
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Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  viz: 

An  act  concerning  wrecks  on  tne  coast  of  Flo- 
rida ;  An  act  supplementary  to  "  An  act  providing 
for  the  examination  of  titles  to  land  in  that  part  of 
the  State  of  Louisiana  situated  between  the  Rio 
Hondo  and  the  Sabine  river;"  were  severally 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  the  bill  concerning  wrecks  on  the  coast  of 
Florida,  some  debate  arose.  It  was  contended,  in 
defence  of  the  bill,  that  when  American  property, 
wrecked  on  that  coast,  was  saved  by  the  Provi- 
dence wreckers,  not  only  a  high  salvage  was  paid 
to  foreigners,  but  the  goods,  being  taken  into  Pro- 
vidence, paid  high  duties  to  the  British  Govern- 
ment, and  the  result  usually  was,  that  nearly  the 
whole  of  the  property  was  lost. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  was  insisted  that  this  con- 
sideration was  as  nothing  in  comparison  to  afford- 
ing to  ves.sels  and  crews  in  distress  the  aid  now 
derived  from  those  wreckers. 

It  was  rejoined  that,  if  the  British  wreckers 
were  driven  off  by  the  operation  of  the  act,  their 
places  would  immediately  be  filled  with  our  own 
citizens,  all  the  foreign  duties  would  be  saved, 
and  some  chance  enjoyed  of  getting  the  property 
saved. 

The  bill  was  passed  by  a  large  majority. 

A  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  sup- 
plementary to  the  several  acts  providing  forascer- 
taing  and  adjusting  the  titles  and  claims  to  land 
in  the  St.  Helena  and  .Tackson  Courthouse  land 
districts,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  further  consideration  of  thebill  "to regulate 
steamboats,  and  provide  for  the  safety  of  passen- 
gers therein,"  was  postponed  till  the  first  Monday 
of  November  next — ayes  67,  noes  47. 

The  following  bills  were  ordered  to  a  third  read- 
ing: 

A  bill  authorizing  repayment  for  land  errone- 
ously sold  by  the  United  States  ;  and  a  bill  to  au- 
thorize the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ohio  to 
sell  and  convey  certain  tracts  of  land  granted  to 
said  State  for  the  use  of  the  people  thereof. 

The  engrossed  bill  granting  to  the  corporation 
of  Tuscaloosa  certain  lots  and  privileges  over  the 
reservations  and  commons  in  said  town,  was  read 
a  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate  for 
concurrence. 


Tuesday,  May  25. 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  to  which  was  referred 
the  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  George 
Fisher,"  reported  their  agreement  thereto. — The 
amendments  were  read  at  the  Clerk's  table,  and 
concurred  in  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Pli'meb,  of  New  Hampshire,  from  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  which  was  re- 
ferred the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
in  further  addition  to  'An  act  to  establish  an  uni- 
form rule  of  naturalization,  and  to  repeal  the  acts 
heretofore  passed  on  that  subject,"  reported  the 
same  without  amendment;  and  it  was  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Harvey,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 


Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  an  examina- 
tion and  sur/ey  of  the  harbor  of  Charleston,  in 
South  Carolina,  of  St.  Mary's,  in  Georgia,  and  of 
the  coast  of  Florida,  and  for  other  purposes,"  re- 
ported the  same  without  amendment,  and  it  was 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Hamilton,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Nim- 
rod  Farrow  and  Richard  Harris,"  made  a  report 
thereon,  recommending  an  amendment  to  said 
bill;  and  the  bill  was  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  explanatory  of  an  act 
confirming  claims  to  lots  in  the  town  of  Mobile," 
reported  the  same  without  amendment;  it  was 
then,  on  motion,  postponed  indefinitely. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  extinguish  Indian  claims  to  lands 
within  the  Stale  of  Missouri,"  reported  the  same 
with  amendments;  and  the  bill  was  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  complete  the  survey  of  the  south- 
ern and  western  boundary  of  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri," reported  the  same  without  amendment ; 
and  it  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House  to-day. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate, enti- 
tled "An  act  explanatory  of  an.  act,  entitled  'An 
act  to  provide  for  the  extinguishment  of  the  debt 
due  to  the  United  States  by  the  purchasers  of  pub- 
lic lands,"  approved  on  the  13ih  day  of  May,  1824," 
reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Cook  then  moved  to  amend  the  said  bill 
by  adding  an  additional  section  thereto  ;  when  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Cocke,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Afiairs,  who  were  instructed  by  resolution,  adopt- 
ed on  the  26th  of  March  last,  to  make  certain  in- 
quiries, therein  specified,  in  relation  to  the  late 
system  of  trade  with  the  Indian  tribes,  made  a  re- 
port; which  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Livermore,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  to  the  Postmas- 
ter of  this  House,  for  his  prompt  and  faithful  ser- 
vices as  such,  an  extra  compensation  of  one  hun- 
dred dollars,  in  addition  to  what  was  allowed 
him  at  the  end  of  the  last  session  of  Congress, 
making  an  extra  allowance  of  three  hundred  dol- 
lars, to  be  paid  by  the  Clerk,  out  of  the  contingent 
fund. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Neale,  the  Clerk  was  directed 
to  procure,  and  cause  to  be  deposited  in  his  office, 
fifty  copies  of  the  laws,  dec,  of  Congress  in  rela- 
tion to  the  District  of  Columbia,  as  compiled  by 
Samuel  Burch. 

Mr.  Cocke  wished  further  time  to  inquire,  be- 
fore passing  this  resolution. 

Messrs.  Neale  and  Kent  explained  the  facts, 
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and  supported  the  resolution.  A  debate  of  cod- 
siderable  spirit  then  arose  between  Messrs,  Liver- 
MOBi;  and  Wood;  and  Mr.  Cocke  moved  to  lay 
the  resolution  on  the  table.  Negatived — ayes  51, 
noes  59. 

After  further  observations  from  Mr.  Neale,  Mr. 
LivERMORE  moved  to  refer  the  resolution  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Library Negatived. 

Mr.  Sharpe  advocated  the  adoption  of  the  res- 
olution, and,  having  been  modified  so  as  to  read 
"fifty  copies,"  it  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Herrick, 

Resolved^  That  so  much  of  a  resolution,  passed 
by  this  House  on  the  23d  day  of  December  last, 
as  contains  the  following  words,  viz:  "And  the 
amount  of  postage  which  accrued  on  each  route, 
after  deducting  the  compensation  of  postmasters 
and  incidental  expenses,  for  one  year  next  pre- 
ceding the  first  day  of  April  last,"  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby,  rescinded. 

The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Cambreleng, 
yesterday,  was  taken  up,  read,  and  agreed  to  by 
the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Strong,  the  Secretary  of 
State  was  directed  to  report,  at  the  next  session 
of  Congress,  his  opinion  upon  the  claim  of  Pela- 
liah  Fitch,  of  the  State  of  New  York,  which  was 
referred  to  him  by  order  of  this  House  of  the  9th 
day  of  January,  1822. 

Mr.  Stewart  laid  the  following  resolution  on 
the  table,  for  consideration  to-morrow,  viz : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  di- 
rected to  report  to  this  House,  at  the  next  session  of 
Congress,  the  amount  of  losses  sustaineJ  during  the 
last  eight  years  upon  bonds  given  for  the  duties  upon 
import*,  distinguishing  the  amount  in  each  year;  and 
to  sUte  whether  any,  and  if  any,  what  measures 
•hould  be  adopted  by  Congress,  to  prevent  similar 
losMs  in  future ;  and  also,  what  effect  the  total  repeal, 
or  a  limitation,  of  the  credits  now  given  for  said  duties 
would,  in  his  opinion,  have  upon  the  revenue. 

The  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate,  providing 
a  place  of  deposite  for  the  portrait  of  Columbus, 
and  directing  the  distribution  of  certain  copies  of 
the  Declaration  of  Independence,  now  in  the  De- 
partment of  State,  was  read  the  third  time  and 
passed. 

Mr.  CoNDicT  submitted  the  following  joint  res- 
olution, viz : 

I.  Reaolvcd  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repreaen- 
iativea  of  the  United  Staiea  of  America  in  Congreaa 
asaembted.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  in- 
structed to  institute,  with  all  convenient  despatch,  an 
inquiry  into  the  causes  of  those  fatal  disasters  which 
have  so  frequently  occurred  on  board  steamboaU  navi- 
gating  the  waters  of  the  United  States,  and  that  he  be 
•ulhorixed  to  call  to  his  aid  the  knowledge  and  expe- 
rience of  such  engineers  and  skilful  men,  as  he  may 
deem  competent  and  best  qualified  to  decide. 

S.  Reaolced,  That  the  said  Secretary  be,  and  he  ia 
hereby,  empowered,  after  such  advisement,  to  pre- 
scribe and  publish  such  rules  and  regulations  for  con- 
•trucling  the  apparatus  of  vessels  propelled  by  fire  or  ' 
•team,  the  mode  of  regulating  the  power,  the  materials 
composing  the  boilers,  with  all  other  regulations,  which, 
from  time  to  time,  he  may  deem  nece«»ary  and  proper, 


to  afford  the  best  security  to  the  lives  of  passengers  and 
crews. 

3  Resolved,  That,  from  and    after  the day  of 

,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury to  withhold  a  license  from  any  vessel  propelled  by 
fire  or  steam,  until  satisfactory  proof  be  made  that  the 
owner  or  commander  thereof  has,  in  all  respects,  con- 
formed to  the  rules  and  regultttions  prescribed  for  such 
vessels,  and  any  license  granted  thereafter  shall  be 
considered  null  and  void,  on  failure  of  the  owner  or 
commander  to  comply  with  the  terms. 

4.  Resolved,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  to  report  his  proceedings  hereon, 
at  an  early  period  of  the  next  session. 

The  resolutitjn  was  read,  and  the  question  was 
put.  Will  the  House  now  proceed  to  consider  the 
same?  And  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  this  House  of 
the  following  titles  viz  :  An  act  supplementary  to 
an  act,  approved  the  3d  March,  1819,  entitled  "An 
act  providing  for  the  correction  of  errors,  in  ma- 
king entries  of  land  in  the  land  offices;"  An  act 
changing  the  mode  of  surveying  the  public  lands 
on  any  river,  bayou,  lake,  or  water  course,  in  the 
Slate  of  Mississippi  and  Territory  of  Arkansas; 
An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Mitchell;  An  act  to 
authorize  the  masters  of  vessels,  in  certain  cases, 
to  clear  out,  either  at  the  custom-house  of  Peters- 
burg, or  that  of  Richmond  ;  An  act  supplementary 
to  the  act  to  incorporate  the  inhabitants  of  the  City 
of  Washington,  passed  loth  May,  1820,  with 
amendments  to  each  ;  in  which  they  ask  the  con- 
currence of  this  House. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
'•An  act  for  the  relief  of  Alexander  Scott,  late 
collector  of  Pensacola ;"  which  was  reported 
without  amendment,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a 
third  time  now.  It  was  accordingly  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  final  adjustment  of  land  claims 
in  the  State  of  Missouri  and  Territory  of  Arkan- 
sas, derived  from  the  Government  of  France  and 
Spain;"  which  was  reported  without  amendment, 
and  laid  on  the  table. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  masters  of 
vessels  in  certain  cases,  to  clear  out,  either  at  the 
custom-house  of  Petersburgh  or  that  of  Rich- 
mond, were  read  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Mitch- 
ell," were  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  changing  the  mode  of 
surveying  the  public  land>«  on  any  river,  lake, 
bayou,  or  water  course,  in  the  State  of  Mississippi 
and  Territory  of  Arkansas,"  were  read  and  con- 
curred in  by  the  House. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  an  act, 
approved  the  3d  March,  1819,  entitled  'An  act 
providing  for  the  correction  of  errors  in  mkaing 
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entries  of  land  in  the  land  offices,"  were  read  and 
concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  the  act 
to  incorporate  the  inhabitants  of  the  City  of 
Washington,  passed  15th  May,  1820,"  were  read 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  White;"  which 
was  reported  without  amendment,  and  the  bill 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  House  again  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  persons  suffer- 
ing losses  in  the  Seminole  war. 

The  amendments  before  under  consideration 
were  adopted.  The  bill  was  then  reported  to 
the  House,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  to- 
morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  H.  Howland,  of  New 
York  ;■'  which  was  reported  without  amendmtnt, 
and  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Houston,  the  House  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  ex- 
planatory of  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  officers,  volunteers,  and  other  persons, 
engaged  in  the  late  campaign  against  the  Semi- 
nole Indians,"  passed  the  14th  May,  1822. 

Mr.  Rich  explained  the  purposes  of  the  bill, 
and  offered  an  amendment,  extending  the  provi- 
sions of  the  act  to  field  officers,  and  to  horses  slain 
in  battle.  The  amendment  was  supported  by 
Mr.  McCoy  and  Mr.  Ihacks,  and  adopted. 

Mr.  Cobb  moved  a  further  amendment,  ex- 
tending the  relief  proposed  by  the  bill,  to  wagon- 
ers, whose  horses  were  impressed.  On  this  amend- 
ment a  debate  of  some  extent  arose,  which  was 
suspended,  that  the  report  which  follows  might 
be  received.  The  Committee  then  rose,  and  had 
leave  to  sit  again. 

REPORT    ON    THE    ADDRESS    OF    NINIAN 
EDWARDS. 

Mr.  Livingston,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  19th  of  April  ultimo,  on  an  address  or  me- 
morial of  Ninian  Edwards,  preferring  certain 
charges  against  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
made  a  report  j  which  was  read.  The  report  is 
as  follows: 

The  select  committee,  to  which  wa«  referred  the 
memorial,  or  address,  of  Ninian  Edwards,  report: 
That,  immediately  on  their  appointment,  as  the  House 
has  already  been  informed,  they  communicated  a  copy 
of  this  address  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  ;  and 
they  also  ordered  the  attendance  of  Mr.  Edwards  to 
be  examined  before  them,  as  a  witnea*,  touching  the 
▼arioua  charges  in  the  memorial.  For.  although,  in 
that  address,  he  refers  to  papers  and  documentu,  ac- 
cessible to  the  committee  without  his  presence,  as  the 
main  supports  of  his  charges,  yet  the  committee  were 
of  opinion  that  these  charges  were  not  such  as  should 
be  either  lightly  made,  or  superficially  examined  ;  and 
that  it  ought  not  to  content  itself  with  any  investiga- 
tion short  of  one  in  which  the  accuser  should  have  an 


opportunity  of  being  personally  present,  the  better  to 
su6t.^in  the  charges,  if  they  were  capable  of  being  sus- 
tained, or  to  bear  the  proper  responsibility,  if,  failing' 
to  sustain  them,  he  should  appear  to  have  brought 
them  forward,  in  a  form  thus  {Msitive  and  imposing, 
from  personal  and  improper  motives,  or  upon  frivolous 
pretext*.  And  the  committee  is  still  of  opinion  that 
this  investigation  ought  not  to  be  finally  closed,  with- 
out the  personal  examination  of  Mr.  Edwards;  and, 
in  proceeding  to  make  any  report  on  the  subject,  at 
the  present  time,  and  before  such  an  examination  is 
had,  the  committee  acts  only  from  the  necessity  im- 
posed upon  it,  by  the  approaching  close  of  the  session, 
and  by  a  sense  of  duty  which  dictates  that  it  ought 
not  to  postpone,  to  a  distant  day,  all  communication 
to  the  House  on  a  subject  so  interesting  to  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  so  nearly  affecting  the  honor  and  integ- 
rity of  one  of  its  highest  officers. 

Under  the  influence  of  these  motives,  the  committee 
makes  this  report,  as  the  result  of  its  examination  of 
the  papers  referred  to  in  the  address,  and  such  other 
proofs  as  the  committee  could  command.  Whatso- 
ever is  here  said,  therefore,  must  be  received  with  the 
qualification,  that,  although  the  committee  do  not 
know  that  Mr.  Edwards,  if  present,  could  communi- 
cate any  fact  likely  to  be  important,  they  do  not  know, 
on  the  other  hand,  that  he  mi^ht  not  do  so ;  and  he 
has  had  no  opportunity  to  be  examined,  or  to  give  any 
reply  to  the  answer  of  the  Secretary,  which  the  com- 
mittee has  received,  and  which  has  already  been 
printedf,by  order  of  the  House. 

The  address  contains  two  general  charges  against 
the  Secrietary  ;  one,  of  mismanaging  the  public  funds, 
under  vihich  various  illegal  transactions  are  alleged, 
in  reference  to  the  deposite  of  the  public  moneys  in 
certain  banks,  and  the  mode  in  which  such  moneys 
were  allowed,  afterwards,  to  be  repaid;  the  other,  im- 
puting to  the  Secretary  the  suppression  of  papers  and 
documents,  or  failing  to  communicate  them,  when 
they  ought  to  have  been  communicated,  in  answer  to 
resolutions  of  the  Houses  of  Congress. 

The  committee  has  given  its  attention  to  each  of 
these  divisions  of  charge. 

And,  first,  as  to  the  conduct  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, in  regard  to  the  depositee  of  the  public  moneys 
in  the  banks,  and  the  manner  in  which  such  banks 
were  allowed  to  repay  to  the  Treasury  the  balance*  of 
such  deposiles. 

By  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  April  30th,  1816, 
it  is  declared  "That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be, 
and  he  hereby  is,  required  and  directed  to  adopt  such 
measures  as  he  may  deem  necessary,  (o  cause,  as  soon 
4S  may  be,  all  duties,  taxes,  debts,  or  sums  of  money, 
accruing,  or  becoming  payable,  to  the  United  States, 
to  be  coilected>and  paid  in  the  legal  currency  of  the 
United  States  or  Treasury  notes,  or  notes  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  as  by  law  provided  and  declared, 
or  in  the  notes  of  banks  which  are  payable  and  paid, 
on  demand,  in  the  said  legal  currency  of  the  United 
States ;  and  that,  from  and  after  the  20th  day  of  Feb- 
ruary next,  no  such  duties,  taxes,  debts,  or  sums  of 
money,  accruing,  or  becoming  payable,  to  the  United 
States,  as  aforesaid,  ought  to  be  collected  or  received, 
otherwise  than  in  the  legal  currency  of  the  United 
States,  or  Treasury  notes,  or  note*  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  or  in  notes  of  banks  which  are  payable 
and  paid,  on  demand,  in  the  said  legal  currency  of  the 
United  States." 

At  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  this  resolution,  debts 
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accruing  to  the  United  Sutes,  whether  on  account  of 
the  sales  of  public  lands,  or  at  the  custom-house,  or 
from  other  sources  of  revenue,  were,  in  fact,  received, 
in  some  parts  of  the  country,  but  evidently  in  disre- 
gard of  the  law,  in  the  notes  of  the  State  banks  which 
did  not  redeem  their  paper  by  cash  paymenta.  By 
this  resolution,  it  was  obviously  made  the  duty  of  the 
Treasurer  to  correct  that  departure  from  law,  as  soon 
as  practicable ;  and  it  was,  as  is  equally  obvious,  im- 
perative on  the  Department,  after  the  20lh  February, 
1817,  to  allow  nothing  to  be  received  in  payment  of 
debts  due  to  the  United  States,  but  the  legal  money 
of  the  United  States,  Treasury  notes,  notes  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  Slates,  or  of  those  State  banks 
the  notes  of  which  were  payable  and  paid,  on  demand, 
in  cash. 

The  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  incorporated  in 
April,  1816,  and  went  into  operation  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  next  year.  By  the  act  of  incorporation 
it  is  provided  and  declared,  "  that  the  deposites  of  the 
money  of  the  United  States,  in  places  in  which  the 
said  bank  and  the  branches  thereof  may  be  established, 
shall  be  made  in  said  bank  and  branches  thereof,  un- 
less the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall,  at  any  time, 
otherwise  order  and  direct;  in  which  case,  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  shall  immediately  lay  before  Con- 
gress, if  in  session,  and  if  not,  immediately  after  the 
commencement  of  the  next  session,  the  reasons  of  such 
order  or  direction." 

The  present  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  appointed 
to  that  office  in  October,  1816. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  1817,  it  is  represented 
by  the  Secretary,  and  it  appears  to  be  true,  that  an  ar- 
rangement was  made  with  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  by  which  the  public  funds  were  to  be  deposited 
in  the  branches  of  that  institution,  in  all  places  where 
such  branches  existed  ;  and  where  there  were  no  such 
branches,  that  bank  was  to  designate  certain  State 
banks  for  which  it  would  be  responsible,  and  in  which 
such  public  moneys  should  be  deposited  ;  and  notes  of 
all  banks  which  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  would 
receive  in  deposite  as  cash,  and  none  other,  were  to 
be  received  on  sales  of  the  public  lands. 

It  is  further  represented,  that,  in  the  execution  of 
this  arrangement,  difficulties  and  controversies  arose 
between  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  and  the  State 
banks  thus  employed  in  receiving  the  depotites  of  the 
public  moneys  ;  and,  ere  long,  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  signified  to  the  Department  of  the  Treasury 
that  it  could  not  continue  such  arrangement ;  and  that, 
thenceforward,  it  could  receive  nothing  in  deposite, 
as  cash,  but  the  legal  currency  of  the  country  for  its 
own  notes.  The  agreement  with  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  terminated,  for  these  reasons,  on  the 
30th  June,  1818. 

It  would  appear  that  many  of  the  State  banks  which 
had,  in  1817,  resumed  specie  payments  soon  after  this 
period,  that  is  to  say  in  the  latter  part  of  1818,  discon- 
tinued such  payments;  and  that  the  debt  due  to  the 
United  States,  on  account  of  the  sales  of  the  public 
land,  had  very  greatly  increased ;  amounting,  in  the 
early  part  of  1819,  to  not  less  thin  $18,000,000.  The 
public  expenditure  in  the  Western  States  was  not  such 
as  to  require,  within  those  States,  the  disbursement  of 
the  money  received  on  account  of  this  debt ;  but  much 
the  larger  part  was  to  be  remitted,  eilher  to  the  Seat 
of  Government,  or  to  other  places  in  the  Atlantic 
States. 

About  this  period,  also,  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  issued  orders  prohibiting  its  Western  branches 


from   issuing  any  of  their  own   notes  for  circulation, 
even  in  exchange  for,  or  on  deposite  of,  specie. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  appears  to  have  entered  into  arrangemenU 
with  some  of  the  local  or  State  banks,  generally  those 
which  had  acted  as  agents  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  purpose  of  employing  them  as  deposi- 
tories of  the  public  money,  and  in  the  transfer  of  such 
money,  when  required,  to  places  where  it  might  be 
wanted  in  the  course  of  Government  disbursements. 

Among  the  earliest  of  these,  was  that  proposed  to 
the  Bank  of  Missouri,  by  letters  from  the  Secretary,  of 
the  Ist  and  the  11th  of  July,  1818,  immediately  after 
the  termination  of  the  agreement  before  mentioned 
with  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sutee;  which  letters, 
indeed,  have  the  form  of  circulars  to  all  the  banks  in 
which  the  public  moneys  were  at  that  time  deposited. 
lh.it  is  to  say,  the  banks  which  have  been  employed 
by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  during  the  con- 
tinuance of  its  arrangement  before  mentioned,  with 
the  Treasury.  The  Bank  of  Missouri  was  one  of 
these.  It  was  now  informed  that,  since  that  agree- 
ment had  come  to  an  end  on  the  30th  of  June,  all 
sums  deposited  in  the  Bank  of  Missouri  after  that 
time,  must  be  subject  to  the  drafts  of  the  Treasury, 
and  would  be  drawn  for,  as  occasion  should  require, 
in  the  following  manner,  vix :  if  in  favor  of  individuals, 
drafu  to  be  paid  at  sight ;  if  in  favor  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  Sutes,  in  sixty  days;  drafts  of  the  latter 
description  to  be  so  made  that  the  money  should  be 
drawn  out  and  transferred  gradually,  and  not  en 
masse.  The  reason  of  this  distinction  between  drafts 
to  individuals  and  drafU  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  appears  to  be.  that  drafU  in  favor  of  individuals, 
being  probably  intended  for  funds  to  be  expended  in 
the  neighborhood  of  the  bank,  would  be  ordinarily 
paid  in  the  notes  of  the  bank  itself,  or  other  similar 
paper;  but  that  those  in  favor  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  would  be  such  as  required  payment  in 
specie,  or  in  United  States'  Bank  bills,  or  transfers  of 
credit  to  its  branches;  operations  which  might  reason- 
ably require  time.  On  the  1st  of  August,  the  Bank 
of  Miarouri  signified  its  acceptance  of  the  conditions  of 
this  proposition. 

On  the  2 ist  of  December,  1818,  the  Secretary,  by 
letter,  addres'^ed  to  the  President  of  the  Bank  of  Ed- 
wardsville,  signified  his  disposition  to  employ  that 
bank  also  in  receiving  the  deposites  of  the  public 
moneys  ;  and,  on  the  1st  of  February  following,  that 
bank  assented  to  the  terms.  A  similar  arrani;ement 
was  made,  nearly  at  the  same  time,  with  the  Bank  of 
Illinois,  the  Bank  of  Huntsville,  and  the  Tombigbee 
Bank. 

Shortly  after  the  date  of  these  transactions,  how> 
ever,  a  more  general  system  of  employing  State  banks, 
for  the  pur|>oses  before  mentioned,  was  adopted,  and 
conditions  more  precise,  and  which  were  thought  more 
favorable  to  the  banks,  were  proposed.  The  leading 
feature  in  this  new  proposition  was,  that,  as  an  in- 
ducement to  unilertake  the  engagement,  it  was  agreed, 
on  the  part  of  the  Treasury,  to  allow  to  the  bank  a 
permanent  deposite  of  a  stipulated  sum,  not  liable  to 
be  drawn  out  or  diminished,  except  in  a  specified  case. 
The  use  of  this  deposite  was  to  be  the  equivalent  for 
the  responsibility  of  receiving  and  keeping  the  funds, 
and  the  expense  of  transferring  them,  without  further 
charge  on  the  Treasury,  to  such  places  as  might  be 
agreed  on,  or  required. 

Arrangements  of  this  nature  were  made  with  the 
Bank  of  Steubenviile,  Bank  of  Chiilicothe,  Franklin 


2717 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


2718 


Mat,  1824. 


Report  on  the  Address  of  Ninian  Edwards, 


H.  OP  R. 


Bank  of  Columbus,  Farmers  and  .Nfechanics'  Bank  of 
Indiana,  Bank  of  Illinois  nt  Shawneetown,  Branch 
Bank  of  Kentucky  at  Louisville,  Bank  of  Tombig- 
bee at  Saint  Stephen's,  Planters  and  Merchanu' 
Bank  of  HunUviHe,  Bank  of  Missouri,  Bank  of  Ed- 
wardsville,  and  Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Cin- 
cinnati. 

The  terms,  in  general,  agreed  to  between  the  Trea- 
sury and  these  several  banks,  were,  in  sub.«tance-^ 

1st.  That  the  bank  should  receive,  in  deposite,  to 
the  credit  of  the  Treasury  as  cash,  from  the  receivers 
of  public  moneys,  all  current  notes  of  such  banks  as 
maintain  caith  payments;  with  power,  however,  to 
discontinue  to  receive  the  notes  of  any  particular  bank 
on  giving  seasonable  notice  of  such  intention  to  the 
Receiver. 

2d.  That  the  bank  should  pay,  at  sight,  all  drafts 
from  the  Treasury ;  and  should  also  transfer,  on  re- 
quest, all  sums  on  band  beyond  the  amount  of  the 
stipulsted  permanent  deposite,  to  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  or  certain  enumerated  branches  of  that 
bank  ;  and  that  a  fixed  sum  should  remain  in  the 
bank,  as  before  mentioned,  as  a  permanent  deposite, 
to  be  transferred,  however,  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  in  six  months  after  the  termination  of  the 
agreement. 

3d.  That,  if  the  money  were  wanted  for  disburse- 
ment in  the  neighborhood  of  the  banks,  it  might  be 
drawn  for.  at  sight,  notwithstanding  such  drafts  might 
reduce  the  permanent  depoeite  below  the  stipulated 
sum. 

The  amount  of  this  permanent  deposite  was  to  be 
increased,  if  it  should  appear  that  the  bank  should 
receive  and  transfer  such  Urge  sums  as  that  the  ex- 
pense thereof  should  not  be  considered  as  compen- 
sated by  the  benefit  of  the  deposite  which  had  been 
stipulated.  It  was  also  prescribed,  that  the  bank 
should  render  to  the  Secretary  of  the  TrcAury,  and 
to  the  Treasurer,  duplicate  monthly  returns  of  its  ac- 
counts with  the  Treasurer;  and  to  the  Secretary,  con- 
fidential monthly  returns  of  the  state  of  its  own  affairs; 
showing,  alao,  the  crediU  of  all  public  officers  in  the 
bank ;  and  also  quarterly  lists,  or  returns,  of  all  its 
debtors  ;  to  the  end  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
might  determine  on  the  propriety  of  continuing  the 
public  deposite  in  such  bank. 

Such  was  the  general  nature  of  the  arrangements 
as  they  were  adopted  and  entered  into  with  the  banks. 
There  were,  however,  variations  in  some  other  particu- 
lars. In  the  Bank  of  Steubenviile,  for  instance,  the 
public  money  in  the  bank,  or  due  from  it  at  the  time 
of  the  arrangement,  was  declared  not  to  fall  within 
the  arrangement :  in  other  instances,  nothing  is  said 
of  such  bslances;  and,  in  others  sgsin,  it  was  de- 
clared that  they  should  be  embraced  by  the  agree- 
ment. 

The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  the  per- 
manent deposite  allowed  to  each  bank,  repectively,  as 
the  equivalent  for  the  services  rendered,  or  expected 
to  be  rendered,  by  it  to  the  Trcssury  : 

Bank  of  Steubenviile $50,000 

Bank  of  Chiilicothe  .....  lOO  000 
Franklin  Bank  of  Columbus  ...  20,000 
Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Indiana  -  40,000 
Bank  ot  Illinois  at  Shawneetown  -         -      50,0U0 

Branch  Bank  of  Kentucky  at  Lnuisville  -  100,000 
Bank  of  Tombigbee  at  St.  Stephen's  -  -  100.000 
Planters  and  Merchants'  Bank  of  Huntsville      76,000 

Bank  of  Missouri 150,000 

Bank  of  Yiocecnes 75,000 


Bank  of  EdwardsvilJe  ....      40,000 

Farmers  and  Mechanics' Bank  of  Cincinnati    100,000 

The  amount  of  these  permanent  deposites  is  nine 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  the  interest  on  which 
sum,  at  six  per  centum,  would  be  fifty-four  thousand 
dollars. 

It  is  alleged  in  the  memorial,  that  this  sum  of  fifty- 
four  thousand  dollars  wss  thus  annually  paid  for  re- 
ceiving  and  transmitting  the  public  money  ;  a  service 
which,  it  is  said,  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  was 
bound  to  perform  without  any  compensation.  The 
committee  does  not  see  the  ground  of  this  obligation 
on  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  That  institution 
is,  indeed,  bound  to  give  necessary  facilities  for  trans- 
ferring the  public  funds  from  place  to  place,  but  this 
can  only  mean  cash  funds;  and  it  is  bound,  also,  to 
receive  money  in  depo.«ite  for  the  United  States;  but 
it  is  not  bound  to  receive  in  deposite,  as  cash,  the  bills 
of  any  banks  whstever  but  its  own,  although  they 
may  come  within  the  provisions  of  the  resolution  of 
1816.  The  committee  does  not  perceive  any  thing  in 
the  principle  of  these  arrangements  with  the  banks, 
either  in  violation  of  law,  or  contrary  to  the  usage  of 
the  Government ;  since  the  Treasury  has,  for  many 
years,  had  sgreements  with  more  or  less  of  the  banks, 
by  which  the  public  moneys  were  deposited  in  such 
banks,  and  drawn  from  them  when  wanted ;  certain 
terms  and  conditions,  as  to  the  mode  of  drawing,  being 
stipulated,  such  as  were  thought  beneficial,  both  to 
the  Treasury  and  the  banks.  Indeed,  it  may  be  pro- 
per to  observe  here,  that  it  seems  to  have  been  as- 
sumed, by  different  officers  at  the  head  of  the  Treas- 
ury Department,  that  it  was  their  duty  to  direct  its 
operations  to  the  support  of  different  moneyed  insti- 
tutions whenever  their  affairs  required  support,  so  as 
to  defeat  combinations  against  them,  and  preserve  an 
equilibrium  of  credit  among  them.  And  the  practice 
appears  to  be  in  conformity  with  this  principle  from  a 
very  early  day.  That  benefit  may  occasionally  result, 
and  has  resulted  from  such  operations,  is  evident;  but 
this  is  no  legal  employment  of  pablic  funds.  It  is  noth- 
ing but  a  gratuitous  loan.  The  existence  of  the  prac- 
tice, however,  as  well  as  the  avowal  of  the  principle  by 
different  officers  at  the  head  o{  the  Treasury,  will  be 
found  by  referring  to  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  the  President  of  the  Senate,  of  the  25th 
February,  1823,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  that  body. 
Such,  however,  was  not  either  the  object,  or  the  char- 
acter, of  the  agreements  with  the  State  Banks,  which 
are  the  subjects  of  this  examination. 

On  the  1st  of  August,  1820,  the  Treasury  issoed 
circular  instructions  to  the  Keceivers  of  Public  Moneys, 
authorizing  them  to  receive,  in  addition  to  specie  and 
bills  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  and  its  branches, 
notes  of  the  incorporated  banks  in  Boston,  New  York, 
Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  and  Richmond,  and  in  the 
States  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  (except  the 
City  Bank  of  Baltimore,)  and  of  those  specie-paying 
banks  in  the  Slate  in  which  the  Laud  Office  is  sita- 
ated.  "  This  instruction,"  it  is  added,  *<  super- 
sedes those  which  have  heretofore  been  given  on  the 
subject,  except  in  so  far  as  they  prohibit  the  receipt  of 
the  paper  of  any  bank  which  does  not  discharge  its 
notes,  on  demand,  in  specie  ;  and  that  prohibition  must, 
in  every  case,  be  rigidly  adhered  to" 

Among  the  banks  with  which  these  negotiations 
were  made,  the  attention  of  the  committee  was  called, 
particularly,  to  the  Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank  of 
Cincinnati,  the  Bank  of  Chiilicothe,  and  the  branch 
of  the  State  Bank  of  Kentuckjj  at  Louisville,  as  form- 
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iDg  the  subject  of  a  charge  that  does  not  apply  to  the 
otben.  In  the  several  places  where  these  banks  were 
situated,  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  had  offices  of 
discount  and  deposite,  and  the  law  incorporating  that 
institution,  as  has  been  before  observed,  createn  an 
ohiiieration  on  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  to 
use  them  as  places  of  deposite,  in  preference  to  any 
other  banks,  unless  the  Secretary  shall,  for  special  rea- 
suns,  otherwise  direct ;  and,  in  that  case,  such  rea- 
sons shall  be  laid  before  Congress  at  its  then,  or  next 
session.  The  charge  is,  that  no  such  communication 
was  made  to  Congress.  This  omission  is  acknowl- 
edged by  the  Secretary,  who  says  it  was  owing  to  in- 
advertence, and  that  the  inattention  to  the  provision 
of  the  law  was  unimportant,  inasmuch  as  the  provi- 
sion was  intended,  obviously,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
bank ;  and  the  bank  h»d  full  notice.  The  notoriety 
of  the  fact  is  also  relied  on,  to  show  that  no  impro- 
per* conduct,  or  desire  to  conceal  it,  produced  the 
omission. 

The  committee  sees  no  reason   to  doubt  this  state- 
ment, or  to  attribute  any  improper  motive  to  the  Sec- 
retary, in  this  inattention  to  the  directions  of  the  act. 
The  charges  relative  to   the  Bank  of  Missouri  are, 
in  substance. 

That  this  bank  was  unworthy  of  credit  at  the  time 
the  deposites  of  public  moneys  ^ere  suffered  to  accu- 
mulate in  it  to  a  large  and  improper  amount : 

That  the  permanent  deposite  allowed  it  was  illegal, 
and  unreasonably  large : 

That  those  returns  and  statements  of  its  affairs, 
which  the  Secretary  bad  himself  considered  essential, 
were  not  exacted  : 

And,  finally,  that,  in  payment  of  its  debt,  a  Urge 
amount  of  uncurrent  notes  was  received,  some  of 
them  not  worth  twenty-five  cents  in  the  dollar,  con- 
trary to  the  positive  injunctions  of  the  resolution  of 
1816. 

The  committee  thinks  it  very  probable  that  the 
Bank  of  Missouri  did  make  an  improper,  perhaps  an 
excessive,  issue  of  its  paper ;  although  the  mode  adopt- 
ed in  the  address,  of  estimating  that  excess,  appears 
not  altogether  correct,  as  it  omits  to  mention  the  per- 
manent deposite  of  the  Government  in  calculating  the 
fund  on  which  the  emission  might  be  made.  If  the 
capital  of  the  bank  were,  as  is  sUted,  $210,000,  and 
iU  permanent  deposite  from  Government  $150,000, 
supposing  it  to  have  no  other  deposites,  a  discount  to 
the  extent  of  $430,000  would  not  have  been  alarm- 
ingly excessive,  supposing  the  loans  to  have  been 
limited  to  safe  hands,  and  that  punctuality  of  payment 
might  have  been  expected.  It  is  probable  that  a  fail- 
ure in  this  latter  respect  was  the  immediate  cause  of 
the  bank  suspending  its  payments. 

The  sum  of  .$726,000.  which  appears,  at  one  time, 
to  have  been  in  this  bank,  was  certainly  a  very  large 
sum  to  have  been  suffered  to  remain  in  a  country 
bank:  but,  whether  it  was  a  greater  accumulation 
than  ought  to  have  been  allowed,  is  a  question  that 
depends  on  many  considerations,  chiefly  on  that  of  the 
•olidity  of  the  institution,  which  itself  again  depended 
on  the  solvency  of  its  debtors.  Of  this  the  committee 
has  no  other  evidence  than  that  arising  from  the  report 
of  the  committee  of  the  Legislature  of  Missouri,  ap- 
pointed to  examine  the  affairs  of  the  bank,  who  declare 
that  the  debts  due  on  personal  security,  as  well  as 
those  secured  by  mortgage,  are  safe.  If  this  were  well 
founded,  the  bank,  even  at  the  time  it  stopped  pay- 
ment, had,  in  those  two  items  ulone,  more  than  enough 
to  pay  all  it  owed. 


What  information,  to  put  the  Secretary  on  his  guard, 
would  have  been  derived  from  the  monthly  returns, 
the  committee  cannot  determine.  They  appear  to 
have  been  furnished  only  up  to  the  1st  of  February, 
1820.  Nor  has  the  committee  observed  any  demand 
made  by  the  Secretary  for  a  compliance  with  this  stip< 
ulation,  at  any  time  between  that  date  and  the  time 
the  bank  stopped  payment.  Whether,  however,  if  it 
had  been  demanded  and  complied  with,  any  different 
result,  favorable  to  the  United  States,  would  have  been 
produced,  it  seems  impossible  to  determine,  because, 
judging  from  the  last  and  most  unfavorable  return, 
made  immediately  previous  to  the  stoppage  of  the  bank, 
nothing  in  those  returns  would  have  appeared  to  indi* 
cnte  any  danger. 

A  more  important  part  of  the  charge  is,  that  the 
Secretary  received  from  this  bank,  in  part  payment  of 
its  debt,  a  large  amount  of  uncurrent  notes,  contrary 
to  law. 

By  the  first  arrangement  made  with  the  bank,  which 
has  been  already  stated,  it  was  not  responsible,  as  far 
as  the  committee  can  perceive,  for  the  solvency  of  the 
banks,  the  notes  of  which  might  have  been  deposited 
in  it  by  the  public  receivers.  When  the  new  contract 
was  made,  in  August,  1819,  it  did  not  form  any  part 
of  that  contract,  as  it  did  with  some  of  those  of  the 
other  banks,  that  the  bills  already  on  hand  should  be 
at  once  passed  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasury  as  caah, 
as  may  be  seen  by  a  copy  of  the  contract  annexed  to 
this  report,  marked  B.  So  that  the  important  ques- 
tion is,  whether  those  notes  were  received  befors  or 
after  the  9th  of  August,  1819,  the  day  on  which  the 
bank  assented  to  the  new  contract.  If  before,  then 
they  are  received  on  account,  and  at  the  ruk  of  Gov- 
ernment ;  if  after,  at  the  risk  of  the  bank. 

The  committee  think  there  were  sufficient  reasons 
to  justify  the  Secretary  in  believing  them  to  have  been 
received  l^fore  the  9th  of  August,  because,  by  the  letter 
of  the  bank,  of  that  date,  it  appears  that  a  much  larger 
sum  in  notes  essentially  of  the  same  description,  was 
in  possession  of  the  bank  :  and  an  offer  is  therein 
made  to  transfer  them  to  various  other  banks,  to  the 
order  of  the  Treasury.  And,  by  the  statement  marked 
E,  annexed  to  the  address  of  .^Ir.  Edwards,  it  appears 
that,  as  early  as  the  6th  of  September,  1819,  a  much 
larger  sum,  in  notes  of  the  description  of  those  thus 
ofSered  by  the  bank,  had  actually  been  received  on 
account  of  the  Treasury  from  the  several  receivers,  and 
were  then  on  hand.  On  this  point  the  committee 
also  refer  to  the  deposition  of  Thomas  F.  Riddick, 
hereunto  annexed,  marked  F. 

The  committee  think  it  proper  to  add,  that,  of  the 
whole  sum  received  by  the  Treasury  in  these  notes, 
from  the  Bank  of  Missouri,  a  sum  of  about  twenty 
thousand  dollars  only  appears  to  be  unpaid  ;  and  of 
this  sum  it  is  stated  by  the  Treasury  there  are  hopes 
that  a  considerable  part  will  be  secured. 

A  very  large  part  of  the  address  is  occupied  with 
observations  on  the  transactions  between  the  'i'reasury 
and  the  Bank  of  Edwardsviile.  This  bank  was  made 
a  depository  of  public  money,  at  the  solicitation  of 
Mr.  Edwards  himself,  in  December,  1818.  It  stopped 
payment  in  September,  1821,  owing,  at  that  time,  a 
balance  to  Government  of  forty-six  thousand  two  hun- 
dred and  two  dollars  and  forty-three  cent*. 

It  is  not  deemed  necessary  here  to  repeat  all  that  ia 
said  on  that  subject,  in  the  address  and  the  answer. 
The  address,  in  this  part  of  it,  aeeias  to  have  two 
objects — one  to  clear  Mr.  Edwards  himself  from  any 
imputation  on  account  of  having  procured  the  public 
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deposites  to  be  made  in  the  bank  originally,  and  to 
repel  the  supposition  that  he  had  been  the  means  of 
continuing  them  after  they  became  unsafe;  the  other 
to  charge  the  Secretary  with  continuing  the  depositee 
after  he  ought  to  have  been  alarmed  for  their  safety, 
and  with  receiving  uncurrent  notes  from  the  bank 
against  law ;  and  also  with  the  negligent  omission  of 
proper  means  to  collect  the  debt  due  from  it  to  the 
Government. 

It  appears  to  he  for  this  double  purpose,  that  the 
address  allegeu  that  in  1819  its  author  made  a  publi- 
cation, announcing  his  intention  to  withdraw  from  the 
bank  in  which  he  had  l>een  a  director,  and  no  longer 
to  be  considered  responsible  for  its  engagements ;  which 
publication,  as  is  alleged,  was  transmitted  to  the  Secre- 
tary ;  that  he  also  advised  the  Receiver  of  Public  Mon- 
eys to  withhold  the  deposites  from  the  bank  until  he 
should  receive  further  orders  from  the  Treasury  ;  that 
the  Receiver,  thereupon,  wrote  to  the  Treasury,  enclos- 
ing Mr  Edwards's  publication,  and  (as  he  afterwards 
declared)  received  a  letter  from  the  Secretary,  direct- 
ing him  to  continue  the  deposites.  The  Secretary  has 
said,  that  no  such  letter  from  the  Receiver  was  on  file 
in  the  Department,  and  that  none  of  its  officers  had 
any  recollection  of  such  a  letter;  and,  moreover,  that 
there  was  no  record  of  any  answer  The  address, 
notwithstanding  this  declaration,  aims  to  pro«e  that 
such  letter  was  written  ;  and,  among  other  arguments, 
adduces  the  fact  that  there  was,  about  this  time,  an 
actual  suspension  of  deposites  at  the  bank  ;  which  the 
address  attributes  to  the  caution  of  the  Receiver,  under 
the  advice  which  had  been  given  to  him.  To  this,  it 
is  answered  by  the  Secretary  that  this  suspension  was 
owing  to  the  negligence,  not  the  caution,  of  the  Re- 
ceiver ;  that  the  Receiver  was  directed  frequently  and 
repeatedly  to  continue  his  deposites,  and  to  make  them 
regularly  and  punctually— danger  then   being  appre 


the  deposites  were  omitted  (or  thought  to  be  so)  through 
negligence  and  fault  ;  and  that,  in  enforcing  and 
insisting  on  them,  the  Secretary  was  governed  by  a 
pioper  regard  for  the  security  of  the  public  funds.  The 
committee,  however,  would  take  this  occasion  to  ob- 
serve that,  in  their  opinion,  the  appointment  of  the 
Presidents  of  the  local  banks,  in  which  public  moneys 
are  deposited,  to  be  Receivers  of  the  Public  Moneys, 
to  be  deposited  in  the  same  bank,  is  injudicious ;  that 
it  has  happened  in  several  cases  ;  and  that  inconveni- 
ence or  mischief  may  not  be  unlikely  to  result  from 
such  a  practice. 

As  to  the  charge  of  receiving  uncurrent  notes  from 
this  bank  also,  contrary  to  law,  the  committee  thinks 
that  the  construction,  which  appears  to  have  been  con- 
tended for  by  the  bank,  and  acquiesced  in  by  the  Sec- 
retary, of  the  first  article  of  the  arrangement  between 
them,  is  not  the  true  construction,  especially  if  noth- 
ing be  regarded  but  the  terms  of  the  contract.  The 
words  of  the  first  article  are,  "  that  the  public  moneys 
shall  be  entered  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  as  cash." 
It  would  teem  impossible  that  these  terms  could  mean 
any  thing  else  than  that,  for  the  amount  of  these  de- 
posites, the  bank  should  become  directly  debtor  to  the 
United  States,  and  that  this  debt,  thus  assumed, 
should,  like  others,  be  legally  paid.  If  this  construc- 
tion, which  the  committee  has  given  to  the  contract, 
be  correct,  these  notes  were  illegally  received. 

The  Secretary's  view  of  the  case  appears,  however, 
to  have  been  different.  He  says  the  term  "  caah"  was 
used  in  opposition  to  the  term  "  special  deposite,"  and 
was  not  intended  to  subject  the  bank  to  the  payment 
of  specie  for  notes  which  were  not  convertible  into 
specie;  and  that  it  was  not  understood  by  either  of 
the  parties,  that  the  bank  was  responsible  for  the  cre- 
dit of  other  banks  whose  notes  were  deposited  in  it. 
The  correspondence  sufficiently  shows  that  the  bank 


hended,  not  from  the  bank,  but  from  the  continuance    expressed  the  same  opinion,  at  an  early  period  of  the 
of  large  sums  in  the  hands  of  the  Receiver.  connexion,  and  long  before  this  case  arose.     The  con- 

Without  entering  into  a  detail  of  all  the  facts  con-  \  struction  insisted  upon  was,  in  effect,  that  the  bank 
nected  with  this  subject,  it  seems  to  the  committee  was  to  receive  such  bills  as  the  Receivers  had  lawfully 
that  there  is  no  doubt  that  Mr.  Edwards  did  make  a  ,  taken,  and  wished  to  deposite  ;  and,  as  these  would  be 
publication  (paper  C)in  the  newspapers  in  1819,  as  ,  of  different  banks,  more  or  less  remote,  the  bank  should, 
he  represents,  and  that  he  gave  such  advice  as  he  for  the  compensation  which  it  received,  be  at  the  ex- 
represents  to  the  Receiver.  But  there  is  no  evidence  I  pense  of  collecting  them,  so  that  the  proceeds  might 
that  the  Receiver  communicated  it,  or  wrote  on  the  be  transferred,  without  farther  expense  or  trouble  on 
subject  of  it,  to  the  Secretary.  Indeed,  it  is  not  very  the  part  of  the  Government,  to  the  order  of  the  Treas- 
probable  he  would  have  done  so.  It  is  to  be  remem- 
bered that  he  was  President  of  the  Bank,  as  well  as 
Receiver  of  Public  Moneys,  and  he  would  hardly  ad- 
vise the  Secretary  that  he.  as  Receiver,  could  not  repose 
confidence  in  the  Bank,  the  President  and  head  of 
which  he  was. 


The  committee  does  not  deem  it  at  all  material  to 
inquire  whether  the  Secretary  received  or  saw  a  copy 
of  Mr.  Edwards's  publication.     There  is  nothing  in 


ury  ;  but  that,  nevertheless,  if  any  such  bills  becmme 
discredited,  while  in  this  process  of  collection,  by  the 
failure  of  the  bank  which  issued  them,  the  loss  should 
fall  on  the  Government 

Although  the  committee  do  not  agree  to  the  cor- 
rectness of  this  construction,  yet  they  see  no  reason 
to  doubt  that  the  SecreUry  may  have  honestly  sup- 
posed that  the  banks  entered  into  the  arrangement 
with    this  understanding  of  its  meaning ;    nor  any 


that  communication  which  should  have  alarmed  him  j  ground  to  believe  hU  conduct,  in  this  respect  to  have 
for  the  safety  of  the  public  money  in  the  Edwardsviile  |  been  governed  by  any  improper  motive.  It  ought  to 
Bank  :  for  although  Mr  Edwards  announces  his  be  added,  that  the  Secretary  states  that  one  reason  for 
intention  of  withdrawing  from  a  participation  in  the    receiving  theae  bills  from  the  Edwardsviile  Bank  was. 


intention  of  withdrawing  from  a  participation  in  the 
direction  of  it,  he  speaks  in  most  decided  terms  of  its 
solvency  and  safety.  While  the  committee  sees  no 
reason  to  believe  that  Mr.  Edwards  acted  with  any 
impropriety  in  procuring  the  deposite  of  the  public 
money  in  that  bank,  or  in  regard  to  the  continuance 
of  such  deposite,  it  perceives,  on  the  other  hand,  no 
reason  whatever  for  supposing  that  the  Secretary  con- 
tinued the  deposites  alter  being  admonished  by  the 
Receiver  that  they  were  unsafe.  On  the  contrary,  the 
committee  thinks  the  correspondence  fully  shows  that 

ISih  Co.N.  1st  Se8s.— €6 


etary  states  that  one  reason  for 
receiving  these  bills  from  the  Edwardsviile  Bank  was, 
that  he  had  at  that  time  some  reason  to  apprehend  a 
want  of  ponctuality  or  good  faith  on  the  part  of  that 
bank  itself. 

The  caae  of  the  Bank  of  Tombigbee,  as  it  is  ex- 
plained in  the  Secretary's  answer,  does  not  call  for 
any  particular  observationa.  It  is  not  unlike  that  of 
Edwardsviile,  except  that,  in  the  former  case,  no  loss 
appears  to  have  occurred.  The  loss  in  the  case  of  the 
Bank  of  Edwardsviile,  arising  from  the  receipt  of  un- 
current  notes,  will  be  twenty  thousand   dollars ;   un- 
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the  B.nk  of  Edw.rdsville;  and  the  Farmer,  and  Me-  1  them  to  note,  on  the  back  of  each  return  of  the  frea 
chanic8'  Bank  of  Cincinnati ;  and  of  the  present  cir-  ,  surer's  account,  a  description  of  the  'no"*^  "^•^'»'' 
cum.tances   of  tho.e   banks;  and.    whether  there  be    in  such  return,  and  the  amount  of  each,  •"ord.ng  t 


u„  it  ahould   turn  out,   a.  the   Secretary  say.  he  i.  |      A  third  call  was   made   in    the   ..me   year 

m"  red  it  mil.  that  the  notes  will  yet  be  pa.d.  8th  of  May,  requiring  the  correspondence  with  all  the 

The  committee  has  requested  of  the  Department  to  ;  bank,  that  h«d  not  before  been  communica  ed. 
be  informed  of  the  prewsnt  amount  due  to  the  United        The  committee  have   not  been  able   to  discover,  in 
Sutes  from  the  following  banks,  to  w.l :  The   Branch    the  very  voluminous  return  to  this  last  resolution,  any 
Bank    of    Kentucky,  at    Louisville;     the    HunlsviUe    material   letters   not   b.f.>re  communicated,   except   a 
Bank  ;  the  Bank  of  Missouri ;  the  Bank  of  Vincennes ;  ,  circular  instruction   »,«  ^h^^.^^^^^fJ^^IJ^.I^'^^liJvlJ^'^^;'^",? 

d 

to 

reaaon  to  apprehend  loss  from  anv  other  bank  in  which    a  form  of  return  therein  given.    This  form  is  the  same 
the  public  money  is  deposited.    '  ;  with   that  in  which  the  return  referred  to  ,n  Mr    Ed- 

In  answer  to  this  request,  the  Secretary  has  com-  ,  wards's  Address,  marked  £..  la  made  out.  fb  a  cir- 
municated  a  statement  of  the  Treasurer,  giving  the  cumstancc  would  seem  to  give  a  greater  weigtjt  to  tne 
information  required,  which  accompanies  this  report,  evidence  to  be  drawn  from  th*t  paper,  considering  it 
marked  D.  as   an  otiicial  document   intended  lor   the    1  reasury. 

By  this  it  would  appear,  that  the  balance  now  due    under  the  agreement, 
the  Government  from   these  banks,    is  lour  hundred         Another  charge  of  suppression,  incidentally  made, 
and  forty  thousand  eight  hundred  and  tweotv  dollars    but  which  the  committee  deem   it  proper  to  notice, 
and  siity.three  cents.  '  ,  relate,  to  a  report  made  by  the  Secretary,  in  obedience 

The  committee  has  no  particular  information  of  the  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  the  3 1st  ot  December, 
measures  which  have  been  adopted  to  enforce  the  col-  |  1S19,  calling  for  such  mlormation  as  he  powesseu  m 
lection  of  these  balances.  In  regard  to  some  of  them,  relation  to  the  introduction  of  slave,  into  the  Lniteil 
a.  has  already  appeared,  the  Secretary  expresses  a  i  States.  On  this  point,  the  committee  addressed  an 
confident  hope  of  ultimate  payment ;  a  great  p<irtion  inquiry  to  the  Secretary,  and  received  from  him  the 
of  the  amount,  however,  may  be  considered  as  lost.       ;  answer  annexed  to  this  report,  marked  L. 

The  amount  of  money  collected  on  account  of  in-  i  Although  they  are  of  opinion  that  there  were  papers 
ternal  taxes,  and  from  the  sales  of  the  public  land..  '  in  the  Department  containing  mlormation  called  lor 
mostly  the  latter,  since  1816,  is  stated  by  the  Secre-  by  the  rewlution,  and  which  ought  to  have  been  com- 
tary  at  twenty-one  millions  of  dollars.  If  of  this  sum  municated,  yet,  judging  trom  the  statement  made  by 
half  a  million  should  be  lost  by  means  of  the  failure  of  the  Secretary,  in  his  answer,  connected  with  the  fact 
the  banks  which  have  slopped  payment,  the  lo^s  would    that  the  paper,  in  question  were  communicated  to  the 

Attorney  General,  it  is  the  opinion  ol   the  committee 
that  the  oiiiission  was  not  caused  by  a  design  to  screen 
the  person  implicated  from  punishment  or  blame. 
As   to  the  other   cases   in  which    the   Secretary   is 


be  less  than  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  on  the  whole 
sum. 

Conaidering  the  great  and  violent  shock  which  cre- 
dit of  all  kinds  has  sustained  within  this  period  in  the 
Western  States,  and  comparing  this  amount  of  loss, 
if  it  should  eventually  happen,  with  that  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  of  other  banks,  and  of  individu- 
als, arising  in  the  same  part  of  the  country,  from  sim- 
ilar causes,  the  committee  i.  of  opinion  that  the  result 
doe.  not  .how  in  the  Treasury  Department  any  want 
either  of  fidelity  or  prudence  in  the  management  of 
the  public  funds. 

The  other  division  of  the  charge  contained  in  the 
Address,  relates  to   the   alleged  suppression,  or  with 


charged  in  the  Address,  with  having  .uppreaaed  or 
withheld  papers  or  information  called  lor  by  the 
Houses  of  Congress,  the  committee  is  of  opinion  that, 
although  papers  coming  within  the  scope  of  the  reso- 
lution, or  call,  were  not,  in  some  instances,  commu- 
nicated, such  omissions  were  either  the  result  of  acci- 
dent, or  of  a  belief,  on  the  part  of  the  Secretary,  or  of 
the  persons  neceasarily  employed  by  him  on  such  oc- 
casions, that  the  papers  so  omitted  were  not  called 
for,  or  were  not    material  ;  and  the   committee  have 


holding  of  papers  called  for  by  dillerent  resolutions  of  |  »€en  no  evidence  that  any  documents  or    information 


the  Houses  of  Congress 

One  specification  under  this  head  is  that  relating  to 
the  correspondence  between  the  Secretary  and  Mr. 
Stephenson,  the  President  of  the  Edwardsviile  Bank. 
The  opinion  of  the  committee  on  that  subject  ha.  been 
already  given,  and  need  not  be  repeated. 

Another  relates  to  the  correspondence  with  the  sev- 
eral  Western  banks  generally.  The  charge  is,  that 
material  parts  of  it  were  retained,  when  all  was  called 
for  by  the  House. 

The  fir.t  call  was  made  on  the  9th  of  January,  1822, 
and  was,  a.  the  committee  think,  limited  in  its  proper 
construction  to  a  requisition  for  the  correspondence 
relative  to  the  contracts  for  making  deposiles.  In  this 
way,  the  Secretary  says,  he    understood  it ;  but,  that 


has  been  withheld  from  the  House, from  the  operation 
of  any  improper  motive  or  design. 

Referring  to  what  ha.  been  .aid  in  the  introduc- 
tion to  this  report,  and  repeating  that  Mr.  Edwards 
has  not  had  an  opportunity  of  supporting  his  charges, 
by  bis  presence  and  testimony,  the  result  of  the  facts 
which  have  appeared  to  the  committee,  thus  far,  in 
this  investigation,  and  of  their  deduction,  from  them, 
when  applied  to  the  recapitulation  of  charge.,  a.  stated 
at  the  end  of  the  Address,  is — 

First.  That  the  evidence  referred  to,  and  examined, 
does  not  support  the  charge  of  having  mismanaged 
the  public  funds. 

Second.  That  the  uncurrent  notes,  mentioned  in 
the  second  charge,  appear,  by  evidence  satisfactory  to 


he  did,  nevertheless,  transmit  letters  not  directly  em-  I  the  committee,  to  have   been    received    and  de})0.ited 


braced  by  the  resolution,  but  which,  he  thought^  were 
necessary  to  elucidate  the  subject. 

The  next  resolution  was  on  the  12ih  of  March,  in 
the  same  year,  and  the  only  correspondence  it  called 
for,  wa.  that  with  the  .Missouri  Bank,  and  there  is  no 
reason  to  believe  that  this  was  not  substantially  com- 
pUed  with. 


by  the  public  receiver.,  at  a  time  when  they  were  re- 
ceivable under  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  1816 
That,  in  the  principal  case,  that  of  the  Bank  of  .Mis- 
souri, the  bank  did  not  make  itself  responsible  for 
such  notes  as  cash,  and  therefore  the  Secretary  was 
bound  to  receive  them  from  the  bank  ;  that,  although 
the  bonk,  of  Tombigbee  and  Edwardsviile  were  liable 


2726 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


2726 


May,  1824. 


Report  on  the  Address  of  Ninian  Edwards. 


H.  OF  R. 


to  accoont  for  such  deposites  a.  ca.h,  if  the  construc- 
tion which  the  committee  gives  to  their  contract,  be 
correct,  yet,  that  both  the  Secretary  and  the  bank, 
expressed  a  different  opinion  as  to  the  meaning  of  those 
contracts,  and  that  the  Secretary,  in  receiving  fifteen 
thousand  dollars  from  the  one,  and  twenty  thousand 
dollars  from  the  other,  of  those  banks,  appears  to  have 
acted  according  to  what  he  supposed  to  be  the  rights 
of  the  parties,  and  with  a  pro|>er  regard  to  the  inter- 
est of  the  United  States,  under  the  circumstances 
which  then  existed. 

Third.  That  no  intentional  misstatement  has  been 
made  to  the  House,  of  the  amount  of  uncurrent  bills 
received  from  the  banks;  although  a  sum  of  two  hun- 
dred and  eighty  dollars  of  such  bills  was  omitted 
through  mistake. 

Fourth.  That,  although  the  Secretary  may  have 
misconstrued  the  effect  of  some  of  the  contracts  with 
the  banks  to  the  extent  before  mentioned,  the  com- 
mittee find  no  grounds  for  the  charge  that  he  has  mis- 
represented them,  inasmuch  as  the  contracU  them- 
selves were  submitted,  with  his  report,  to  the  House. 

Fifth.  That  the  Secretary  did  omit  to  communicate 
Xo  Congress  the  reasons  which  led  him  to  direct  the 
depoKite  of  public  moneys  in  the  three  local  banks  of 
Chillicothe,  Cincinnati,  and  Louisville,  where  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  had  branches,  but  there  is  no 
reason  for  supposing  that  any  concealment  was  in- 
tended, or  that  the  omission  wa.  occasioned  by  de- 
sign. 

Sixth.  That  in  some  instances,  papers  called  for  by 
resolutions  of  the  House  have  not  been  communicated 
with  other  papers  sent  in  answer  to  such  calls,  but 
that  these  omissions  have  happened  either  from  acci- 
dent, or  from  a  belief  that  the  papers  so  omitted  were 
immaterial  or  not  called  for;  and  that  there  is  no  evi- 
dence that  any  document  or  information  has  been 
withheld  from  improper  motives. 

Having  already  expressed  the  opinion  that  this  in- 
vestigation ought  not  to  be  terminated,  until  the  per- 
son preferring  the  charges  shall  have  been  examined, 
and  regretting  the  circumstances  which  render  such 
an  examination  impracticable  during  the  present  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  and  thinking  that  .Mr.  Edwards  may 
be  expected  at  Washington  within  a  few  dav..  the 
committee  feel  it  their  duty  to  recommend  to  the 
House  that  they  be  re«)uired'to  sit  after  the  adjourn- 
ment, for  the  purpose  of  taking  his  examination,  if  an 
opportunity  shall  be  presented. 

B. 
Conditions  proposed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  the  Hank  of  Missouri,  for  the  future  employment 
of  that  bank  eu  a  depository  of  public  moneys. 

Ist.  The  bank  will  receive  from  the  Receivers  of 
Public  Moneys,  and  other,  having  moneys  to  deposite 
on  account  of  the  Treasurer,  the  paper  of  such  banks 
as  pay  their  notes  in  s|)ecie  on  demand,  or  are  other- 
wise in  good  credit,  and  whose  paper  is  in  circulation 
in  its  vicinity,  a  list  of  which  banks  will  be  furnished 
by  it  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  will  credit 
the  same  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  IjJnited  States  as 
cash.  The  bank  may,  however,  discontinue  to  receive 
the  paper  of  any  of  the  said  banks  ;  but,  in  such  case, 
it  will  give  immediate  notice  thereof  to  such  Receivers 
and  others,  who  usually  deposite  public  moneys  in  it; 
and  the  notes  of  any  such  banks,  which  niay  have 
been  received  by  them  betbre  sucli  notice,  shall  never- 
theless be  taken  and  credited  by  the  Bank  oi  .Missouri 
as  cash. 


2d.  The  bank  shall  pay,  at  sight,  all  drafts  which 
the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  may  draw  on  it ; 
and  It  shall,  from  time  to  time,  transfer  to  the  Bank 
of  the   United  States,  or  its  branches  at  New  York, 
Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Washington,  or  New  Orleans, 
in  such  moneys  as  will  be  received  by  them  as  cash, 
the  excess  of  public   money  remaining  on  deposite, 
after  such  drafu  are  paid,  over  and  above  the  sum  of 
$150,000;  which  sum  of  $160,000  shall  remain  on 
deposite  in  the  Bank  of  Missouri  during  the  continu- 
ance of  this  arrangement,  and  shall  be  transferred  in 
like  manner  by  the  bank,  within  six  months  after  it 
shall  cease  to  be  employed  to  receive  the  public  mon- 
eys.    It  is  agreed,  however,  that,  if  the  amount  re- 
ceived by  the  bank  shall  be  so  large  as  that  the  ex- 
pense  of  remittance  shall  exceed  the  benefit  of  the 
deposite,  the  sum  which  is  to  remain  on  deposite  in 
the  bank  shall  be  proportionably  increased. 
^  3d.   The  bank  shall  render  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  and  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States, 
duplicate  weekly  return,  of  iu  account  with  the  Trea- 
surer, and  shall  also  render  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  monthly  returns  of  the  state  of  iu  affairs, 
which  latter  returns  shall  be  considered  confidential, 

I  and  will,  in  no  case,  be  made  public,  they  being  in- 
tended solely  to  aid  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in 

,  determining  on  the  propriety  of  continuing  or  discon- 

I  tinuing  the  arrangement  with  the  bank. 

I      4fh.  It  is  understood  that  if  the  moneys  deposited 

j  in  the  Bank  of  .Missouri,  under  this  arrangement,  can 
be  disbursed  at  the  bank,  the  drafts  of  the  Treasurer 
shall  be  paid  at  sight,  notwithstanding  such  payments 

I  may  reduce  the  deposite  below  the  sum  of  one  hun- 

I  dred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

TsKisuRT  Departkext,  June,  1819. 
Original  made  part  of  the  answer  of  the  bank,  in  a 
suit   instituted   by  the  United  States  against  it,  and 
I  filed  with  said  answer  in  the  clerk',  ofllice. 
I      "I  certify  that  the  foregoing,  with  the  exception  of 
the  memorandum,  i.  a  copy  from  the  original  condi- 
tions proposed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the 
Bank  of  Mis.ouri,  for  the  future  employment  of  that 
bank  as  a  depository  of  public  moneys." 

TH08.  F.  RIDDICK, 

Pres't  Bank  of  Missouri. 
Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  May  24,  1824. 

DANIEL  RAPINE, 

Justice  of  the  Peau, 
C. 

WASHijfoTCjr,  May  24,  1824. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  note  of  this  day's  date, 
and  now  enclose  you  a  copy  of  the  publication  of  Mr. 
Edwards,  made  in  1819,  in  reference  to  the  Bank  of 
Edwardsviile,  in  the  Edwardsviile  Spectator  and  8t. 
Louis  Inquirer,  and  from  the  former  copied  in  the  Illi- 
nois Gazette,  published  at  Shawneetown,  and  from 
which  last  mentioned  paper  the  enclosed  is  taken. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obe- 
dient servant, 

DANIEL  P.  COOK. 
The  Hon.  Johk  Flotd. 

rHOM  THE   EDWARD9TILLX  SPECTATOR. 

To  the  Editors  of  the  St.  Louis  Inquirer  .- 

Gen TLEXX9  :  The  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury  having,  at   my   particular  application,  directed 
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certain  depo«ites  of  public  money  to  be  made  in  the 
Banks  of  Shawneetown  and  Edwardsville,  I  feel  my- 
self called  upon,  by  the  repeated  publications  in  your 
paper  against  the  latter  bank,  to  make  the  following 
atatemeuta,  merely  for  my  own  justification,  without, 
however,  either  wishing  or  intending  to  engage  in  any 
further  controversy  upon  the  subject,  unless  it  should 
become  necessary  to*^  support  the  facts  themselves, 
which  I  shall  stale. 

Whatever  might  have  been  the  original  intention  of 
tha*e  who  had  been  most  active  in  procuring  the  in- 
corporation of  the  Bank  of  Edwardsville,  I  did  sin- 
cerely believe,  at  the  time  it  was  about  to  be  put  mto 
operation,  that  it  was  intended  to  be  conducted  with 
the  utmost  prudence  and  honesty ;  and,  with  that  be- 
lief, I,  myself,  subscribed  for  one  hundred  shares.  I 
personally  knew  that  $30,000  had  been,  actually,  and 
bona  fide,  paid  upon  the  slock  subscribed  ;  and  the 
election  of  directors  was  a  further  confirmation  to  me, 
that  nothing  like  fraud  or  imposition  waa  contem- 
plated. 

The  gentlemen  chosen,  as  directors,  were — 

1.  Col.  Benjamin  Stephenson,  formerly  Delegate  in 
Congress;  then,  and  now,  Receiver  of  Public  Moneys 
in  the  Land  Office  at  this  place. 

2.  William  Kinney,  Esq.,  a  Senator  in  our  State 
Legislature. 

3.  Abraham  Prickett,  Esq.,  a  member  of  our  House 
of  Representatives. 

4.  Joseph  Conway,  Esq.,  Clerk  of  the  Superior 
Court. 

5.  Doctor  Joseph  Bowers,  a  gentleman  of  the  first 
Te8f)ectability,  and  highly  distinguished  for  his  profes- 
sional abilities. 

6.  Mr.  Robert  Pogue,  a  respectable  merchant  of  this 
place. 

7.  T.  W.  Smith,  Esq.,  with  whom  I  had  no  previ- 
ous acquaintance,  but  in  favor  of  whose  character  I 
have  seen  the  most  flattering  and  pointed  testimonials 
from  members  of  Congress,  the  Vice  President  of  the 
United  Stales,  and  several  other  gentlemen  of  the  first 
respectability  in  the  State  and  city  of  IS'ew  York. 

8.  Major  Robert  Latham,  whom  I  had  known  from 
infancy  to  manhood,  and  against  whose  honor  I  had 
never  heard  the  slightest  insinuation  ;  and 

9.  Myself. 

Reposing  that  confidence  in  a  board  composed  of 
those  gentlemen  which  their  individual  characters  did 
justify,  I  fell  myself  warranted  in  giving  it,  as  my 
opinion,  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
that  the  public  deposites  could  be  as  safely  confided  to 
them  as  to  the  directors  of  any  other  institution  what- 
ever; and  I  am  happy  to  say  that  Mr.  Crawford,  who 
has  been  regularly  informed,  and  is  intimately  ac- 
quainted with  the  general  conduct  of  the  board,  has 
had  no  reason  to  beUeve  that  my  confidence  was  mis- 
placed. 

To  say  nothing  of  the  three  last  named  directors, 
whose  residence  among  us  is  of  more  recent  date,  the 
five  first  named,  who,  in  my  absence,  constituted  five- 
eighths  of  the  board,  are  generally  and  well  known  ; 
and  I  hazard  nothing  in  stating  that  there  is  not  one 
roan  of  respectability  in  this  Stale,  that  knows  them, 
who  will  deny  that  their  characters  forbid  the  belief 
that  they  could  so  far  degrade  themselves  as  to  become 
the  wicked  accom|ilice8  or  willing  instruments  of  ef- 
fecting the  fraudulent  designs,  that,  by  its  enemies, 
have  been  imputed  to  the  bank.  The  personal  inter- 
ests of  the  directors  could  have  afforded  no  such  temp- 
tation ;  for  the  accommodation  that  any  of  them  have 


asked,  or  received,  has  been  very  moderate  ;  and  it  is 
a  fact  that  the  President,  and  several  of  them,  have 
never  yel  borrowed  a  cent  from  the  bank. 

As  to  General  Payne,  who  subscribed  for  a  greater 
amount  of  stock  than  any  other  individual,  and  who 
has  been  so  frequently  alluded  to  in  the  publications 
against  the  bank,  I  can  only  say  that  he  has  uniformly 
stated  to  me  that  his  object  in  purchasing  the  stock 
was  to  set  apart  a  fund,  and  to  obtain  facilities  for  the 
payment  oi  public  lands,  which  he  then  had  purchased, 
and  thereafter  intended  to  purchase;  and  as  far  as  I 
am  informed,  his  conduct  has  corresponded  with  his 
professions;  for,  while  he  has  recommended  the  ut- 
most caution  and  circumspection  in  the  management 
of  the  bank,  neither  he,  nor  any  of  his  connexions,  has 
ever  obtained  a  loan  from  it. 

But,  whatever  may  have  been  the  objects  of  any  one 
or  more  gentlemen,  it  is  certain  that  the  bank  has  been 
managed  with  such  caution  and  discretion  that  I  am 
convinced  it  could  have  nothing  to  fear  from  a  com- 
parison of  its  situation  with  that  oi  any  other  bank  in 
the  United  Suies ;  and  so  far  from  *' struggling,"  as 
you  suppose  it  to  be,  "in  the  last  agonies  of  death," 
I  pledge  my  honor  that  the  amount  of  specie  in  its 
vaults  exceeds,  by  several  thousand  dollars,  twice  the 
amount  uf  its  notes  in  circulation  ;  and  that  it  is  able 
to  pay,  at  a  moment's  warning,  the  whole  amount  it 
owes  the  Ciovernment ;  which  statement  it  would  be 
follv  for  me  thus  publicly  to  make,  if  it  were  not  true, 
because  I  well  know  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
possesses  the  means  of  detecting  and  exposing  any 
error  which  it  might  contain. 

My  object,  however,  in  this  address,  is  not  to  sup- 
port the  future  credit  of  the  bank,  but  merely  to  show 
the  grounds  upon  which  my  recommendation  of  it  was 
predicated  ;  its  present  condition  ;  and  thst  the  expec- 
tations which  I  authorized,  have,  so  far,  been  com- 
pletely fulfilled. 

For,  notwithstanding  I  do  verily  believe  that  neither 
the  Government,  nor  any  individual,  is  in  danger  of 
being  intentionally  imposed  upon  by  the  bank,  so  long: 
as  it  continues  under  the  control  of  its  present  direc- 
tors; yet,  intending  to  be  absent  from  the  Stale;  and 
considering  the  disastrous  pressure  of  the  present 
times;  the  hostility  which  the  bank  has  to  encounter; 
and  particularly  the  opposition  of  gentlemen  in  this 
Stale,  high  in  ollice,  who  have  been  extremely  anxious 
to  get  other  banks  into  operation,  with  the  aid  of  "  for- 
eign capital,"  as  it  is  termed,  I  have  determined  to 
resign  my  seat  in  the  directory,  and  to  withdraw  from 
all  future  responsibility  of  any  kind  whatever,  in  rela- 
tion to  this  or  any  other  bank,  without  making  any 
further  unsupported  effort  to  retain  any  portion  of  the 
public  depositcs  in  this  State — leaving  it  to  the  direc- 
tors to  maintain  their  credit  by  their  own  good  con- 
duct, and  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  judge 
for  himself  upon  the  returns  he  requires  how  far  it 
may  be  prudent  to  trust  them. 

I  will  only  add,  that  in  the  support  which  I  have 
heretofore  given  to  the  Banks  of  Shawneetown  and  Ed- 
wardsville, I  have  been  wholly  uninfluenced  by  any 
motives  of  pecuniary  interest;  and  that  I  never  have 
applied  for  or  obtained  a  loan  from  either;  nor  am  I 
under  any  kind  of  obligations  to  them. 
Very  respectfully,  I  am,  «Scc.,  Ac, 

KLMAN  EDWARDS. 

EowAHDSTiLLX,  Sept.  13,  I8J9. 

D. 
TRBAsrKT  DtirARTMinT,  May  12,  1824. 

In  answer  to  the  letter  of  the  Honorable  Mr.  Floyd 
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chairman  of  a  select  committee  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, of  the  Ist  instant,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  has  the  honor  to  transmit  the  accompanying 


easurv 
r,  in  th 


the  credit  of  that  officer,  in  the  banks  mentioned  in  Mr. 


statement  from  the  Treasury,  showing  the  balances  at 
the  credit  of  th 
Floyd's  letter. 

By  this  statement,  it  appears  that  the  Branch  Bank 
of  Kentucky,  at  Louisville,  owes  nothing  to  the  Trea- 
sury; the  debt  lately  due  by  that  institution  having 
been  entirely  discharged  in  August  last. 

Of  the  present  condition  of  the  other  banks  men- 
tioned by  Mr.  Floyd,  the  Secretary  is  not  sufficiently 
informed  to  offer  any  opinion.  As  far,  however,  as 
folates  to  the  debts  due  by  them,  respectively,  to  the 
Treasury,  he  has  the  honor  to  state  : 

L  That  the  debt  due  by  the  Planters  and  Mer- 
chants' Bank,  at  Huntsville,  is  considered  safe,  and  is 
in  a  course  of  payment — having  been  reduced,  since 
the  report  made  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
on  the  14th  of  February,  1822,  from  .$64,044  to  $45,- 
1G7   11. 

3.  That  the  debt  due  by  the  Bank  of  Missouri  is 
also  considered  safe,  having  been  secured  in  a  manner 
acknowledged  by  persons  competent  to  judge  on  the 
subject,  to  be  satisfactory  ;  and,  moreover,  that  some 
portion  of  it  is  understood  to  have  been  already  paid 
to  the  agent. 

3.  That  the  debt  of  the  Bank  of  Vincennes  was 
heretofore  supposed  to  have  been  secured  ;  but,  that 
some  doubts  have  since  arisen,  both  as  to  the  validity 
and  the  value  of  part  of  the  security  ;  and  that,  al- 
though no  correct  opinion  can  now  be  formed  on  the 
subject,  there  is  reason  to  suppose  that  a  loss  will  be 
eventually  sustained  by  the  United  States.  To  what 
extent  this  may  be  the  case,  cannot  at  present  be  esti- 
mated :  but  measures  will  be  taken  to  guard  the  inter- 
ests of  the  Treasury  as  far  as  practicable. 

4.  That  the  Bank  of  Edwardsville,  and  the  Farmers 
and  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Cincinnati,  having  failed  to 
make  any  provision  by  security  or  otherwise,  for  the 
payment  of  the  debts  due  by  them  to  the  United  States, 
suits  have  been  instituted  against  them.  In  these  cases, 
also,  some  loss  is  expected,  though  no  correct  opinion 
can  now  be  formed  as  to  the  extent. 

The  Secretary  has  no  reason  to  apprehend  loss  from 
any  other  bank  in  which  the  public  money  is  deposited. 

The  Hon.  John  Flutd,  Esq. 

Chairman  of  the  Select  Committee. 

Balances  at  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  folluwing  banks,  May  3,  1824. 

Branch  of  Kentucky,  Louisville       -         -       None.* 
Planters  and  Merch'anU'  Bank,  Huntsville  $45,167   11 

Bank  of  Missouri 159,9.^5  87 

Bank  of  Vincennes  -         .         .         .    168,511   64 

Bank  of  Edwardsville     ....     46,97300 
Farmers  and  Mechanics',  Cincinnati        -     20,213  01 


$440,820,63 


THOMAS  T.TUCKER, 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States. 

♦  The  balance  w»a  t40.9«  38,  which  waa  drawn  for  by  WU  No. 
184'^,  in  August  l*iJ,  and  creJiied  Branch  of  ihe  United  Sutes 
Bank,  Louisville, s:iine  monih. 

E. 
Treabcbt  Departxkivt,  March  20,  1824. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  had  the  honor  to 
receive  the  letter  addressed  to  him,  on  the    12th  in- 


stant, by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Livingston,  on  behalf  of  a  se- 
lect committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

As  the  correspondence  with  Mr.  D.  B.  Mitchell,  to 
which  the  Committee  refers,  though  relating  partly  to 
public  transactions,  was  unofficial ;  it  was  not  placed 
on  record  in  the  Treasury  Department.  And,  on  ex- 
amination, it  appears  that  only  two  of  the  letters  in- 
cluded in  it  have  been  preserved.  These  are  Mr. 
Mitchell's  letters  of  the  19ih  of  February,  and  28th  of 
April,  1818;  the  former  of  which  has  been  found  on 
the  files  of  the  Department,  and  the  latter  among  the 
private  papers  of  the  Secretary.  They  are  both  trans, 
milted  herewith. 

To  explain  the  circumstance  of  public  matters  bein; 
introduced  into  an  unofficial  correspondence  between 
two  public  officers,  it  is  proper  to  state,  that  Mr. 
Mitchell,  having  been  Governor  of  Georgia,  and  hav- 
ing for  many  years  taken  an  active  part  in  the  public 
affairs  of  that  State,  had  long  been  personally  well 
known  to  the  Secretary  ;  and  that  during  the  Secre- 
tary's residence  at  Washington,  though  his  own  duties 
left  him  but  little  leisure  for  private  correspondence, 
Mr.  Michell  had  been  in  the  habit  of  writing  to  him 
freely  and  frequently ;  introducing  into  his  let  ters,  as  may 
naturally  be  supposed  from  the  former  and  actual  situa- 
tion of  the  parlies,  a  variety  of  topics,  both  of  a  public 
and  local  character.  It  is,  also,  to  be  observed,  that  al- 
though  Mr.  Mitchell,  as  Indian  agent,  was  not  preclu- 
ded  from  any  official  correspondence  with  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  yet,  as  it  was  the  War  Department  to 
which,  under  the  President,  he  was  officially  account- 
able, it  was  to  that  Department  that  his  communica- 
tions, in  relation  to  his  public  duties,  were  properly  to 
be  addressed.  And  it  appears  by  a  publication,  which 
has  been  since  made  by  Mr.  Mitchell,  that,  on  the  3d 
and  18lh  of  February,  1818,  he  communicated  offici- 
ally to  ihe  Secretary  of  War,  the  same  information,  in 
substance,  respecting  his  conduct  in  relation  to  the 
Africans,  as  was  contained  in  his  private  letter  of  the 
19th  of  February,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

An  examination  of  Mr.  Mitchell's  letters,  of  the  19th 
of  February,  and  28th  of  April,  will  show  that  they 
were  not  merely  unofficial,  but  in  part  at  least,  pri- 
vate and  confidential.  The  letter  of  the  25th  of  De- 
cember,  1817,  which  is  the  only  other  letter  of  Mr. 
Mitchell  required  by  the  committee,  is  believed  to  have 
been  of  the  same  character;  but  in  what  degree,  is  not 
now  recollected. 

Although  it  was  no  part  of  the  duty  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  to  have  taken  official  cognizance 
of  the  subject  of  Mr.  Mitchell's  letter,  of  the  25th  of 
December,  even  if  the  letter  had  been  official,  yet  he 
submitted  it  to  the  President :  and,  as  the  circumstan- 
ces  communicated  in  it  appeared  to  show  a  defect  in 
the  existing  laws  on  the  subject,  he  submitted  it,  also, 
to  a  committee  of  the  Senate,  which  had  been  ap> 
pointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  fur- 
ther provisions  by  law  for  preventing  the  introduction 
of  slaves.  Whether  the  letter  was  returned  to  the 
Secretary  by  that  committee,  or  what  disposition  was 
finally  made  of  it,  he  is  now  unable  to  state.  He  has 
written,  however,  to  Mr.  Roberts,  who  was  chairman 
of  that  committee,  for  such  information  as  he  cun  fur. 
nish  :  and  when  the  answer  is  received  it  shall  be  com- 
mnnicaled  to  the  committee. 

The  additional  circumstances  disclosed  in  Mr.  Mitch- 
ell's letter  of  the  lUih  of  February,  induced  the  Sec- 
retary  to  submit  it  to  the  Attorney  General  ;  and 
while  it  was  before  him,  the  letter  of  the  Collector  of 
Darien,  of  the   9th  of  March,   1818,  containing  his 
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ofRcial  report  of  the  seizure  of  the  Africana  waa  re- 
ceived, and  waa  also  aubmitted  to  tb^Attorney  Gen- 
eral. As  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney  General  re- 
commended that  the  case  should  be  left  to  the  decision 
o{  the  Courts,  before  which  it  was  then  supposed  to 
be  pending,  the  Secretary  informed  Mr.  .Mitchell  of 
the  fact ;  presuming  that,  as  far  as  the  Secretary 
waa  concerned,  the  affsiir  waa  then  terminated  ;  as, 
indeed,  it  soon  after  was,  by  the  delivery  of  the  Afri- 
cans to  the  Executive  authority  of  Georgia.  As  this 
letter  waa  written  in  answer  to  unofficial  letters,  and, 
probably,  contained  allusions  to  some  of  the  private 
matters  noticed  in  those  letters,  it  was  not  made  offi- 
cial ;  and,  consequently,  waa  not  placed  on  the  rec- 
ords of  the  Treasury  Department.  Copies  of  unofficial 
letters  are  rarely  retained  by  the  Secretary  ;  and,  of 
this  letter,  none  was  taken. 

The  opinion  of  the  Attorney  General,  however, 
was  filed  in  the  Department ;  and^yt  appears,  that 
with  it  were  filed  the  papers  upon  which  the  opinion 
was  founded,  viz :  Mr.  .Mitchell's  letter  of  the  19th 
of  February,  and  the  letter  of  the  Collector  of  Darien 
of  the  9th  of  March. 

There  is  reason  to  believe  that  it  was  owing  to  the 
circumstance  of  these  papers  having  been  filed  with  the 
opinion  of  the  Attorney  General,  that  the  letter  of  the 
Collector  of  Darien  was  overlooked  when  the  papers 
were  collected  to  be  transmitted  under  the  resolution 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Slst  of  De- 
cember, 1819.  It  will  be  seen  by  the  endorsements 
made  on  the  original  resolution  [which  is  herewith 
transmitted,]  by  the  Secretary  and  .Mr.  Jones,  the 
Chief  Clerk  of  the  Department,  that  the  duty  of  col- 
lecting the  papers  called  for  by  the  resolution  was 
assigned  by  the  Secretary  to  the  Chief  Clerk,  and  was 
performed  by  him.  And,  by  the  interlineation  in  his 
handwriting  in  the  original  rough  draught  of  the  Secre 
tary's  report,  under  that  resolution,  [which  is  here- 
with transmitted,]  it  will  beaten  that  the  report  pass- 
ed through  his  hands  from  the  Secretary  to  the  House. 
From  the  lapse  of  time,  that  gentleman  is  not  now 
able  to  explain  why  the  Collector's  letter,  of  the  9ih 
of  March,  was  not  transmitted  with  other  letters  ;  but 
the  probability  is,  that,  in  collecting  the  papers  re- 
quired, his  examination  was  confined  to  the  files  of 
the  several  collectors  and  officers  of  the  customs,  with- 
out recollecting  that  this  letter  of  the  Collector,  and 
Mr.  Mitchell's  letter  of  the  19th  of  February,  had  been 
put  up  with  the  Attorney  General's  opinion,  and  placed 
with  It  on  the  file  set  apart  for  that  officer's  commu- 
nications. The  originals,  of  the  opinion  and  of  those 
papers,  with  the  endorsements  made  on  them  at  the 
time,  are  now  transmitted  in  the  same  state  as  that 
in  which  they  were  filed  ;  and,  it  is  believed,  that  their 
appearance  affords  intrinsic  evidence  that  they  were  so 
filed. 

The  papers  herewith  transmitted,  include  all  the 
correspondence  in  the  possession  of  the  Secretary,  or 
in  the  Treasury  Department,  having  relation  to  the 
subject  of  the  letters  required  by  the  committee,  not 
heretofore  communicated  to  the  House  of  Kepre- 
sentatives- 

It  has  been  insinuated  by  Mr.  Edwards  that  these 
letters  were  withheld  by  the  Secretary,  in  violation  of 
the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
31st  December,  1819,  for  the  purpose  of  screening  Mr. 
Mitchell.  The  charge,  however,  is  contradicted  by 
the  facu;  and  particularly  by  the  facU  upon  which  it 
purporu  to  be  founded.  The  letter  of  the  Collector  of 
Darien,  of  the   14th  of  March,  which  was  communi- 


cated under  that   resolution,  and  to  which,  as  well  as 
the  other  papers,  communicated    by  the  Secretary  on 
the  11th  of  January,  1820,  the  committee  is  respect- 
fully referred,  begin*  thus:  "I  had  the   honor  to  ad- 
dress you  per  last  mail,  and  to  enclose  to  you  papers 
respecting  forty-seven  African  negroes,  taken   by  the 
Surveyor  of  Darien,  from  one  Jared  E.  Groce,  on  their 
way  to   the   .\labama  Territory,  through   the    Indian 
nation,  and  forty-one  others  at  the  Creek  agency,  from 
the  negro   houses   of  the    agent   for   Indian   airairs." 
Here,  then,  is  a  disclosure  of  the  very  fact,  which,  if 
the  Secretary's  design  was  to   screen  Mr.  Mitchell,  it 
was  fatal  to  disclose,  viz  :  that  a  large  number  of  Afri- 
cans,   who   had    been    illicitly   introduced,   had    been 
seized,  not  only  at  .Mr.  Mitchell's  residence,  and  at  the 
seat  of  his  authority,  but  in  his  own  negro  houses.     It 
will  be  seen   by  the  committee,  that   the  Collector's 
letter  of  the  9th,  though  it  contains  the  details  of  the 
seizure,  does  not  more  strongly  implicate  .Mr.  Mitchell 
than  he  is  implicated  by  this   disclosure.     But,  what- 
ever may  be  the  purport  and  bearing  of  the  letter  of 
the  9lh,  that  letter  is  particularly  pointed  to  in  the  let- 
ter of  the  14lh,  as  containing  papers  respecting  the  sei- 
zure of  those  negroes.     And,  if  there  had  been  a  de- 
sign to  suppress  the  letter  of  the  9th,  it  was  necessary 
to  its  success   that  this    reference    to   a   letter  which 
would  have  defeated  the  design,  should  also  have  been 
'  suppressed.     But,  upon  what   principles  that  govern 
human  conduct  can  the  design  of  favoring  .Mr.  Mitch- 
'  ell,  at  the  expense  even  of  honor  and  of  duty,  be  re- 
',  conciled  with  the  suppression  of  papers  that  tended  to 
j  his  justification  ?     For  it  will  be  seen  by  the  commit- 
j  tee  that  Mr.   Mitchell's   letters,  which   the  Secretary 
I  has  been  charged  with  concealing  and   withholding, 
represent  his  conduct  in  the  transaction  referred  to  as 
.  that  of  a  vigilant,  intelligent,  and  faithful  pubhc  officer, 
.^nd,  it  is  beheved  that,  if  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  Mr. 
I  Mitchell  were  to  be  determined   on  no  other  grounds 
than  those  alTorded  by  the  communications  made  to 
the  Secretary  by  the  Collector  of  Daran  and  himself, 
all  of  which  (with  the  exception  of  the  letter  of   the 
25th  of  December)  are  now  before  the  committee,  Mr. 
Mitchell  would  be  free  from  suspicion.      So  far,  then, 
from  having    been  improperly  influenced  by  any  sen- 
timent of  partiality  towards  Mr.  Mitchell,  in  withhold- 
ing these  papers,  it   is  believed  that  if  any  error  has 
been  committed  by  the  Secretary  in  relation  to  them, 
it  is  on  the  other  side.     If,  on  the  one  hand,  the  let- 
ters of  the  Collector  inculpate  Mr.  Mitchell,  so,  on  the 
other  hand,  his  own  letters  justify  hun  ;    and,  though 
one  letter  of  the  Collector  was  omitted  to  be  commu- 
nicated to  the  House,  yet,  on  the  other  hand,  all  the 
letters  of  Mr.  Mitchell  were  omitted.     So  that,  as   far 
as  -Mr.  Mitchell  was  concerned,   the  charge  was  pre- 
sented without  the  justification. 

It  is  believed  that,  while  the  circumstances  sUled  in 
this  communication  explain  satisfactorily  the  reasons 
why  the  correspondence  referred  to  by  the  committee 
was  not  laid  before  the  House,  under  the  resolution  of 
the  31st  December,  1819,  it  is  demonstrated  by  the 
communications  made  by  the  Secretary  to  the  Presi- 
dent, to  the  committee  of  the  Senate,  to  the  Attorney 
General,  and  to  the  House  iuelf,  that  there  has  been 
no  wish  nor  intention  on  the  part  of  the  Secretary  to 
withhold  from  the  proper  authorities  any  information, 
whether  made  known  to  him  officially  or  unotlicially, 
of  the  violation  of  the  law,  in  the  case  alluded  to,  oi  of 
•Mr.  .Mitchell's  conduct  in  the  transaction. 

F. 
Thomas  F.  Riddick,  President  of  the  Bank  of  Mis- 
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souri,  having  been  called  on  by  the  committee  of  in- 
vestigation, on  the  .Address  of  Ninian  Edwards,  to 
state  whether  or  not  it  is  known  to  him  that  the  sum 
of  $138,179.  paid  by  the  Bank  of  Missouri  to  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States,  in  bills  of  certain  banks, 
was  received  by  the  bank  on  public  account,  prior  to 
the  arrangement  made  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury with  said  bank,  by  which  the  bank  became  bound 
to  pay  in  specie  or  its  equivalent — 

Answers:  That  it  is  known  to  him  that  the  bank 
did  receive  all  the  notes  transferred  by  said  bank  to 
the  Treasury,  amounting  to  !^138,179,  from  the  sev- 
eral receivers  of  public  moneys,  prior  to  the  9th  of 
Aupust,  1819,  the  day  when  the  bank  became,  for  the 
first  time,  bound  to  pay  cash  for  all  deposiles  on  public 
account,  made  after  that  date. 

Thomas  F.  Riddick  further  states,  that  he  was 
elected  a  director  of  the  Bank  of  Missouri  when  the 
bank  first  commenced  its  operations,  and  has  con- 
tinued, until  this  day,  either  as  director  or  president; 
that  he  has  always  taken  an  active  part  in  the  direc- 
tion of  said  bank  ;  and  that  all  its  affairs  and  business 
has  passed  under  bis  immediate  inspection  ;  that  the 
paper  marked  E,  accompanying  Mr.  Edwards's  .\d- 
dress,  is  a  copy  from  a  memorandum  kept  by  John 
Dales,  former  cashier,  in  his  lifetime,  for  the  purpose 
of  showing  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  the 
amount  received  by  the  bank  in  funds  at  par,  and  the 
amount  received  in  notes  under  par,  that,  on  final  set- 
tlement, the  bank  might  pay  in  kind,  according  to  ite 
receipts. 

That  the  Bank  of  .Missouri  did  transfer,  in  Eastern 
funds,  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  and  iu  branch- 
es, near  $450,000;  which  funds  were  worth  four  per 
cent,  premium  to  the  bank  ;  and  he  believes  that  the 
price  of  good  bills  at  Louisville,  Kentucky,  was  at  that 
time  four  per  cent,  and  upwards — a  part  of  the  time 
as  high  as  six.  These  funds  were  transferred,  on 
drafts  issued  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  use  of  the  Treasury. 

He  further  states,  that  a  part  of  the  balance  due  by 
the  Bank  of  .Missouri  to  the  United  States  ha$  already 
been  paid,  and  that  the  remainder  is  in  a  course  of 
payment;  and  he  verily  believes  the  ultimate  payment 
to  be  well  secured. 

.  THOMAS  F.  RIDDICK. 

Sirorn  and  subscribed  before  me.  May  24.  1824. 
DAMEL  RAPINE, 

Justice  u/  the  Ptace. 

ANSWER 

0/  the  Secretary  of  titt  Treasury  to  the  Address  of 
Ainian  Edicards. 
TRBASiar  DxpART.MtKT,  May  8,  1824. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  had  the  honor  to 
receive  the  letter  of  the  honorable  .Mr.  Floyd,  chairman 
of  a  select  committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
dated  on  the  28lh  ultimo,  transmitting  the  "  Address 
of  Ninian  Edwards,"  and  ex(»ressing  the  readiness  of 
the  committee  to  receive  any  communication  which 
the  Secretary  may  think  proper  to  make,  in  reference  j 
to  the  same,  and  he  now  submits  the  following  remarks 
in  answer  to  the  accusations  contained  in  that  address  : 

But,  before  he  enters  upon  an  examination  of  the 
subject  of  the  "  address,"  he  thinks  it  due  to  himself 
to  disclaim  the  imputation  of  having  taken  advantage 
of  the  moment  of  .Mr.  Edwards's  departure  to  arraign 
the  testimony  which  had  been  given  by  him  before  a 


Armcer  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


H.  OP  R. 


former  select  committee  of  the  House.  As^e  Secre- 
tary had  no  rerollection  of  the  communication  to 
j  which  that  testimony  referred,  and  as  they  were  not 
I  on  record  in  the  Treasury  Department,  he  considered 
himself  bound  to  state  the  fact;  and  the  occasion 
which  was  presented  by  the  transmission  to  the  House 
of  other  paper  relating  to  the  same  subject,  appeared 
a  suitable  one  for  making  the  statement.  The  terms 
in  which  it  was  made,  will  show  that  no  disrespect 
toward  ,Mr.  Edwards  was  intended.  And,  if  the  occa- 
sion was  not  eariier  presented,  the  delay,  ao  far  from 
being  caused  or  sought  by  the  SecreUry,  was  produced 
by  circumstances  beyond  his  control.  For  reasons 
stated  to  the  House  at  the  last  session,  the  papers 
could  not  then  be  transmitted  ;  and,  although  consid- 
erable exertion  was  used,  it  was  not  until  the  day  on 
which  they  were  sent  to  the  House,  that  the  prepara- 
tion of  them  was  completed. 

It  is  not  deemed  necessary,  in  this  communication, 
to  recapitulate  the  injurious  allegations  contained  in 
the  "  Address."  The  lateness  of  the  session  requires 
despatch  ;  and  this  answer  shall  be  brief  and  explicit. 

The  first  charge  to  be  noticed  relates  to  two  letters 
which  Mr.  Edwards,  in  his  testimony  before  the  com- 
mittee, on  the  13th  of  February,  1823,  had  sUted  to 
have  passed  between  the  Receiver  of  Public  Moneys 
at  Edwardsville,  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
and  which,  not  having  been  communicated  to  the 
House  under  the  resolutions  of  the  9th  January,  1822, 
and  12th  .March,  1822.  agreeably  to  .Mr.  Edwards's 
alleged  expectation,  and  which  the  Secretary  having 
stated  to  be  neither  on  file  nor  on  record  in  the  Depart- 
ment, nor  to  be  recollected  by  himself  or  his  officers, 
he  is  accused  of  having  suppressed  or  denied. 

As  the  resolutions  under  which  it  is  alleged  that 
these  letters  should  have  been  communicated,  call  only 
for  the  correspondence  between  certain  "  banks"  and 
the  Secretary,  it  is  unnecessary  to  explain  why,  among 
the  letters  which  were  communicated,  any  correspon- 
dence between  a  "  Receiver"  and  the  Secretary  was 
not  to  be  found.  Nor  is  it  easy  to  imagine  how  any 
one,  informed  o{  the  tenor  of  those  resolutions,  should 
have  entertained  the  expectation  of  seeing  the  letters 
in  question  among  the  papers  which  were  transmitted. 

The  blame  of  not  having  communicated  these  sup- 
posed letters,  having  been  thus  easily  removed,  by  re- 
ferring to  the  terms  of  the  resolutions  themselves, 
which  show  that  no  such  letters  were  called  for,  the 
next  question  is,  whether  such  letters  ever  passed  be- 
tween the  parties.* 

In  the  absence  of  all  direct  testimony  in  support  of 
his  assertion,  .Mr.  Edwards  has  resorted  to  probabili- 
ties, and  has  endeavored  to  infer  a  confirmation  or  cor- 
roboration in  its  favor,  from  circumstances  that  are 
susceptible  of  no  such  interpretation.  That  which  he 
chiefly  relies  upon  is  the  omission  of  the  Receiver  at 
Edwardsville  to  make  his  deposites  in  the  Edwardsville 
bank,  in  the  fourth  quarter  of  1819,  which,  be  sUtes, 
was  in  consequence  of  his  publication  and  advice ; 
and.  he  asks  whether  it  is  to  be  believed  that  the  Re- 
ceiver would  have  withheld  the  deposites,  contrary  to 
the  Secretary's  orders,  without  giving  him  a  reason  ; 
and  whether,  if  he  had  done  so,  the  SecreUry  would 
not  have  called  him  to  account. 


•  Two  facu  must  have  occurred,  if  ih-^se  communicaiions  were 
made,  u>  account  for  the  letter  of  the  Receiver  not  beiog  on  file, 
•iiU  Kit  the  Secretary's  answer  not  Ijeing  on  record,  or  among  the 
ri.uth  draughu:  1st.  That  the  letter  itself  has  been  lost;  2d.  That 
the  answer  was  not  copi«l.  Th  >ugh  the  concurrence  of  these  two 
facis  IS  possible,  it  is  highly  improL«ble. 
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The  meani  exist,  in  the  monthly  returns  of  the  Re- 1 
ceiver.  and  the  correspondence   between  him  and  the 
Secretary,  on  record  in  the  Department,  liy  the  aid  of 
which  this  may  be  investigated.     Copies  of  these  pa- 
pers are  herewith  transmitted. 

By  these  it  will  be  seen  that  the  first  instructions 
given  to  the  Receiver  to  make  his  deposites  in  the  Bank 
of  Edwardsville,  were  of  the   Slst   December,   1818; 
that,  in  pursuance  of  these  instructions,  he  made  his 
first  deposite  in  that  bank  on  the  28th  February,  1819; 
of  $12,000,  at  Which    time  ke  retained  in  his  posses- 
sion a  balance  of  $20,092.     On  the  3i8t  of  March,  he  ; 
deposited  $4,500,  and  retained  a  balance  of  $18,600. 
On  the  30th  April,  he  deposited  $5,861,  and  retained 
f  19, 158.     In  May,  he  made  no  deposite,  and  in  June,  ' 
only  $8,179,  retaining  $19,143;  and   from  that  time 
to  the  30lh  December,  he  made  no  deposite.      Whence, 
it  appears,  that,  with  the  exception  of  a  small  sum  in  ; 
June,  amounting  to  less  than  one-third  of  the  money 
then  on  hand,  he  made  no  deposite  between  the  last  , 
of  April   and  the  last  of  December,  a   period  of  eight  , 
months  ;  during  which  he  retained  an  increasing  bal-  i 
ance  of  from   $20,000  to  $56,000 ;  and  that,  even  on 
the   last  of  December,  he  did   not  pay  over,    by  about 
$10,000,  all  the  money  then  in  his  possession. 

Instead  of  a  withholding  of  the  deposites,  in  the 
fourth  quarter  of  the  year,  here  is  a  retention  of  them,  i 
with  the  exception  before  noticed,  for  eight  months. 
It  was  scarcely  contended  that  all  these  omissions  of 
duty  were  the  result  of  the  advice  given  by  Mr.  Ed- 
wards to  the  Receiver,  to  withhold  the  deposites,  until 
he  could  receive  the  Secretary's  instructions.  On  the 
contrary,  it  will  be  shown,  by  the  correspondence,  as 
far  as  it  is  susceptible  uf  being  shown,  negatively,  that 
no  part  of  these  moneys  was  withheld  from  deposite 
upon  that  pretext. 

On  the  6th  of  August,  at  about  which  time  the  Re- 
ceiver's monthly  return,  for  June,  was  received,  the 
Secretary  wrote  to  the  Receiver  to  know  why  he  re- 
tained the  public  moneys  in  his  hands,  contrary  to  his 
instructions,  and  informing  him  that,  av  there  was  a 
bank  at  his  place  of  residence,  there  could  be  no  ex- 
cuse for  his  (icing  so. 

On  the  18th  September,  (see  No.  20,  )  Mrs.  Ste- 
phenson, the  wife  of  the  Receiver,  answered  this  let- 
ter, in  consequence  of  the  absence  of  her  husband, 
and  informed  the  Secretary  thai,  from  what  she  had 
heard  in  conversation  between  the  Receiver  and  others, 
she  believed  he  had  retained  the  money  to  meet  the 
drafts  of  certain  public  agents  in  that  country,  which 
the  Secretary  had  authorized  him  to  purchase.  And 
it  is  to  be  observed,  that,  though  this  was  the  "  Fall  of 
1819,"  Mrs.  Stephenson  said  nothing  of  Mr.  Ed- 
wards's publication  or  advice. 

On  the  first  of  November,  (see  No.  23,)  the  Secre-  | 
tary  wrote  again  to  the  Receiver,  complaining  of  the  | 
continued  detention  of  the  public  money  in  his  hands,  ' 
which  he  presumed  had  been  the  result  of  his  letter  of 
the  9lh  ot  April,  (see  No.  17,)  and  directed  that,  ira-  , 
mediately  on  receipt  of  this  letter,   he  will   pay   into  ■ 
bank  the  whole  of  the  public  money  in  his  possession 
on  the  30th  instant,  and  further   instructing  him  not 
to  consider  the  letter  of  the  9ih  of  April  as  authorizing 
him  to  retain  the  public  money  in  bis  hands  at  the  end  j 
of  each  month.     Here  it  appears  that,  so  far  from  at-  i 
tributing  the  withholding  of  the  deposites  to  the  cause  , 
alleged  by  Mr.  Edwards,  the  Secretary  attributes  it  to  | 
the  cause  assigned  by   Mrs.  Stephenson  in  her  letter 
of  the  18ih  September.      And  it  is  worthy  of  remark,! 
that  this  is  the  last  letter  on  record,  from  the  Secreta-  1 


ry  to  the  Receiver,  in  relation  to  the  deposites.  in  the 
year  1819  ;  and  that  this  was  the  last  letter  written  to 
him  on  that  subject  in  that  year  will  appear  by  a  refer- 
ence made  to  it  in  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  to  the 
Receiver,  of  the  20lh  of  April,  1820,  (see  No.  26,) 
which  is  more  particularly  noticed  hereafter. 

On  the  28lh  October,  (see  No.  22,)  the  Receiver, 
who  had  then  returned  home,  wrote  to  the  Secretary, 
acknowledging  the  receipt  of  a  letter  of  the  21st  uf 
September,  (see  So.  31,)  with  a  new  form  of  an  ac- 
count current. 

On  the  5ih  of  November,  (see  No.  24,)  the  Receiver 
wrote  to  the  Secretary,  encloning  a  draft,  which  he  had 
purchased,  transmitted  his  monthly  return  for  October, 
and  noticing  a  small  error  in  his  account  for  August. 

On  the  16th  of  November,  (see  No.  2.''i,)  he  again 
wrote  to  the  Secretary,  enclosing  the  second  of  the 
draft  which  he  had  transmitted  on  the  5th.  But  in 
all  this  time  there  was  no  allusion  to  Mr.  Edwards's 
publication  and  advice,  although  "  the  Fall  of  1819" 
was  now  nearly  gone. 

At  last,  on  the  31st  of  December,  (see  No.  12,)  the 
Receiver  made  a  deposite  in  bank;  in  consequence,  it 
is  fairly  to  be  inferred,  of  the  peremptory  order  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Ist  November,  and  in  consequence  of 
that  only. 

That  .Mr.  Edwards's  publication  and  advice  were 
not  the  cause  of  the  retention  of  the  money  by  the 
Receiver  before  the  18lh  of  September,  is  manifest 
from  Mrs.  Stephenson's  letter  of  that  date. 

That  no  such  caose  of  retention  existed,  within  the 
knowledge  of  the  Secretary,  before  the  Ist  of  Novem- 
ber, IS  manifest  from  his  letter  of  that    date.      If  the 
Receiver  had,  at  any   time   between   the  date  of  his 
wife's  letter  and  of  his  own  letter  of  the  15th  Novem- 
ber, made  the  conimuiiicatiou  alleged  by  .Mr.  Edwards, 
it  is  to  be  presumed  that  he   would,  in  some  manner 
or  other,  have  alluded   to  it  in   that  letter,  or  in  the 
previous  one  ot  the  5lh  of  November.     He  must  have 
discovered,  on   his    return  from  Kentucky,    that  the 
Secretary  was  dissatutied  with  him  for  reUining  the 
public  money  in  his  hands.  He  must  have  been  aware 
that  every  subsequent  return  which  he  transmitted  to 
the  Treasury,  as  it  exhibited   an    increasing   balance, 
and  as  it  showed   that  he  had   made  no  deposites   in 
bank,  would  aggravate  the  Secretary's  dissatisfaction. 
Under  such  circumstances,  what  would  be  so  natural 
for  him,  when  he  had  occasion  to  write  to  the  Secre- 
tary, as  to  make  some  allusion  to  the  communication 
which  explained  the  reason  of  his  apparent  disobe- 
dience, and  to  the  instructions  which  he  had  expected 
in  answer,  for  the  government  of  his  conduct  in  that 
important   particular  ?     The  presumption  u,    that  if 
such  a  justification  o{  his  conduct  as  is  now  pretended 
had  existed,  he  would  without  doubt  have  a*signed  it  ; 
but,   instead  of  doing  so,   he  contented  himself  with 
the  excuse  made  by  .Mrs.  Stephenson.     Therefore   he 
was  silent  on  the  subject.     He  waited  the  result  of  her 
letter.     That  he  received  in  December;  and,  accord- 
ingly, in  December  it  is  found  that,  in  partial  compli- 
ance with  the  peremptory  order  contained  in  the  Sec- 
retary's answer  to  his  wile's  letter,  he  made  a  deposite 
in  bank. 

That  no  other  letter  was  written  to  him  on  the 
subject  of  his  deposites,  after  that  of  the  1st  of  No- 
vember, IS  to  be  inferred  from  the  tenor  of  the  Secre- 
tary's letter  of  the  20ih  April,  1820.  which  was  pro- 
duced by  his  renewed  remissness.  This  letter  begins 
thus  : 

•'  Ou  the  first  of  November  lost,  you  were  instructed 


Aiuver  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
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to  pay  into  bank  the  whole  of  the  money  in  your 
hands  on  the  .'JOth  of  that  month,  and  not  to  retain 
the  public  money  in  your  hands  at  the  end  of  each 
month.  By  referring  to  your  monthly  returns  for  the 
months  of  December,  January,  and  February,  it  ap- 
pears that  the  instruction  has  not  been  complied  with 

•  sum  exceeding  $10,000,  upon  an  average,  having 
been  retained  by  you  during  those  months.  As  the 
bank  in  which  your  deposites  have  been  directed  to 
be  made,  is  established  in  the  place  in  which  your 
office  is  kept,  the  retention  of  the  money,  or  any  part 
of  it,  one  day  beyond  the  expiration  of  the  month,  is 
without  any  apparent  excuse."  After  again  repeat- 
ing the  directions  for  him  to  deposite,  and  remarking 
upon  some  irregularity  in  t}is  returns,  the  Secretary 
concludes  thus  :  "It  is  expected  that  all  regulations 
addressed  to  public  officers  will  be  promptly  complied 
with;  and  that,  when,  from  any  circumsUnce,  this 
should  be  found  impracticable,  the  cause  of  non-com- 
pliance shall  be  communicated  without  delay." 

If  any  instruction    in  relation  to  his  deposites  had 
been  given  to  the  Receiver,  since  the  order  of  the  1st 
of  November,  that  order  would  scarcely  have  been  re- 
ferred to  alone.      And,  if  any  excuse  or  explanation 
had  been  received  by  the  Secretary,  subsequent  to  the 
1st  of  November,  such  as  would  have   been    afforded 
by  Mr.  Edwards's  publication  and  advice,  the  order  of 
the  1st  of  November  would   not  have  been  repeated 
and  renewed  as  an  order  unsatisfied  and  unanswered. 
The  style  and  manner  of  this  letter  of  April  20  indi^ 
cate  not  only  that  neglect  had   occurred,   but  that  no 
explanation    had   been   offered   for  the  neglecL     The 
Receiver's  answer  confirms  this  conclusion.      The  Re- 
ceiver had  found,   by   the   letter  of  the  1st  of  Novem- 
ber, that,  so  far,  (he  excuse  offered   by  Mrs.  Stephen- 
son of  reUining  money  to  meet  the  Indian  paymenU, 
had    been    admitted.     But,   when,   in    the    month    of 
April  following,  he  was  called  upon  to  account  for  his 
subsequent    omissions   of  duty,   omissions   for  which 
that  excuse  would   no   longer  avail,   would  he  not,  in 
justification  of  himself,  have  naturally  referred  to  any 
and  every  letter  that  he  had  written  on  the  subject ; 
and  if,  in  any  such  letter,  he  had  made  a  communica- 
tion of  the   kind   alleged  by  .Mr.  Edwards,  would  he 
not,  on  thu  occasion,  have  made  some  allusion  to  it  ? 
All  these  circumstances,  corroborating  each   other 
so  fully,  are  not  only  irreconcilable  with  the  inference 
which  Mr.   Edwards   draws  from    the  withholding  of 
the  deposites  by  the  Receiver,  but  they  lead  inevitably 
to  the  conclusion,    that  the  alleged  communication  of 
his  publication  and  advice,  as  a  reason  for  withhold- 
ing the  deposites,  was  never  made  to,  or  received  by, 
the  SrcreUry,   and   that  no  such  letter,  as  he  alleges 
to  have  been  written  by  the  Secretary,  was  ever  writ- 
ten in  consequence  of  any  such  communication. 

There  is,  however,  other  testimony  furnished  by  the 
Receiver  and  Mr.  Edwards  themselves,  which  con- 
firms this  conclusion. 

Mr.  Edwards  has  stated,  on  oath,  that  he  made  the 
publication,  and  had  it  specially  communicated  to  the 
Secretary  by  the  Receiver,  for  the  purpose  of  apprizing 
the  Secretary  of  his  intention  to  withdraw  from  the 
bank,  and  his  determination  to  relieve  himself  from  all 
responsibility  in  regard  to  it,  leaving  the  Secretary  to 
judge  for  himselC  from  the  returns,  which  he  required 
It  to  make,  of  the  propriety  of  continuing  it  a  deposi- 
tory of  public  money  ;  that,  "  according  to  the  pledge 
which  he  had  given  in  his  publication,  he  resigned  his 
seat  as  a  director.  And,  though  he  was  once  elected 
to  the  same  station  since  that  time,  he  refused   to  ac- 


cept it,  nor  baa  he  had  any  thing  to  do  with  the  man- 
agement of  the  bank,  since  the  Fall  of  the  year  1819." 
Yet,  in  the  following  Winter,  Mr.  Edwards  is  found 
presenting   himself  to  the   Secretary,  not  only  in  the 
character  of  a  director  of  the  bank,  but  of  a  director, 
specially  delegated  and  authorized  by  the  bank  to  con- 
clude an  important  arrangement  with  the  Secretary, 
in  respect  to  the  terms  on  which  the  bank  was  to  con- 
tinue a  depository  of  public  money.     By  the  printed 
papers  accompanying    the   Secretary's  report  to  the 
I  House,  of  the  27th  of  April,  1822,  it  appears  that,  on 
the  16th  of  February,  1820,  Mr.  Edwards  being  then 
,  in   W  ashmgton,  transmitted  to  the  SecreUry  a  letter 
I  from  the  bank  to  the   Secretary,  signed  by  this  Tcry 
Receiver  as  President  of  the  bank,  containing  a  list  of 
the  directors,    for   the   year    1820,  in    which  Mr.  Ed- 
wards's name  is  included  ;  that,  at  the  same  time,  he 
also    transmitted  to   the   Secretary  a  letter   from   the 
bank,  signed  by  the  same  Mr.  Stephenson,  informing 
the  SecreUry  that  Mr.  Edwards,  "  one  of  the  directors 
of  the  institution"   is   authorized   to  suggest  certain 
modifications  of  the  contract  between    the   SecreUry 
and    the  bank,  and  to  conclude  such    arrangemenU 
as  he  may  deem  acceptable,   "which  will  be  consid- 
ered  obligatory  ;"  and  he  likewise  transmitted,  at   the 
Fame  time,  a  letter  from  the   hank  addressed  to  him- 
self, signed  also  by  Mr.  Stephenson,  stating  to  him  at 
large  the  changes  desired  by  the  bank,  and  the  reasons 
therefor. 

Is  this  compatible  with  the  impressions  which  the 
statement,  conUined  in  his  testimony,  is  calculated  to 
produce  ?     If  he  had  ceased  to  be  a  director,  and  pub- 
licly withdrawn  from  all  concern  in  the  management 
of  the  bank,  in  "the  Fall  of  1819,"  how  was  it  that 
.Mr.  Stephenson,   the  Receiver,  the   President  of  the 
Bank,  who.  as  well  from  his  official  situation  as  from 
"the  known  friendship  and  intimacy"  (Address,  page 
14)  which  Mr.  Edwards  has  stated  to  have  subsisted 
between  them,  may  be  supposed  to  have  known  some- 
thing of  his  conduct  and  views  in  regard  to  the  bank, 
should,  so  soon  after  Mr.  Edwards's  public  withdrawal, 
have  written  to  him,  and  constituted  him,  in  his  char- 
acter of  director,  the  representative  of  the  bank,  in  a 
negotiation  with  the  Secretary— that  Secretary  whom 
.Mr.  Edwards  was  so  anxious  to  satisfy  of  his  haTin; 
no  connexion    with    the    bank?     And,  finally,   how 
could  he,  if  such   had   been  the  fact,  communicate  to 
the  Secretary,  without  explanation,    all  these  papers, 
which  were  totally  at  variance  with   it  ?     If  he   had 
supposed  the  Secretary  to  have  been  informed,  at  the 
time  of  his  having  withdrawn  from  the  bank,  in  1819, 
would  he  not  also  have  supposed  that  the  Secretary 
would  be  at  some  loss,  on   receiving  these  papers,  to 
undersUnd  what  was  Mr.  Edwards's  actual  relation- 
ship to  the  bank  ?     If  he  had  not  wished  to  be  con- 
sidered, by  the  Secretary,  as  a  director  and  agent  of 
the  bank,  which  the  papers  purported,  would  he  not, 
in  some  way,  have  given   him  to  understand  that  he 
was  not  so  1     Instead  of  doing  this,  in  his  letter  to  the 
Secretary,  accompanying  the  papers,   he  referred  to  " 
them  as  fully  explanatory  of  their  object,  and  thereby 
gave  his  assent  to  their  contenU. 

Evidence  might,  indeed,  be  more  positive;  but, 
taking  all  these  circumstances  in  connexion  with  each 
other,  It  is  doubtful  whether  any  negative  evidence 
could  more  satisfactorily  establish  the  conviction,  in 
any  candid  mind,  that  no  such  communications,  as 
Mr.  Edwards  has  alleged,  ever  passed  between  the 
Secretary  and  the  Receiver. 

Mr.  Edwards  claims  to  hare  found   a  further  con- 
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firmation  on  the  Receiver's  letter  having  been  written 
and  received  by  the  Secretary,  in  the  expresaions  used 
by  the  Secretary  in  epeaking  of  the  letter  alleged  to 
have  been  written  to  him  by  the  Receiver.  Thifi  idea, 
however,  is  groundleaa.  There  is  no  real  difference 
in  the  meaning  of  the  words  employed  by  the  Secre- 
tary and  those  of  Mr.  Edwards,  in  relation  to  the  let- 
ter. If  the  Receiver  had  discontinued  the  deposites, 
for  reasons  stated  by  him  to  the  Secretary,  (as  .Mr.  E. 
alleges,)  and  if  he  had,  in  consequence,  received  a 
letter  from  the  Secretary,  directing  him  to  continue 
the  deposites,  (as  Mr.  E.  also  alleges,)  such  a  letter, 
whatever  might  have  been  its  form,  was,  in  fact,  an 
answer  to  the  letter  of  the  Receiver.  The  denial  of 
the  Secretary  that  any  such  answer  was  recollected, 
or  was  on  record,  so  far  from  being  evasive,  was  di- 
rect and  eiplicit,  and  covers,  as  was  intended,  the 
whole  ground  presented  in  the  charge. 

But  this  charge,  contradicted,  as  it  is,  by  all  the 
facts  which  have  been  adduced  in  the  case,  is  also 
rendered  more  improbable  by  the  want  of  any  assign- 
able motive  for  the  Secretary's  alleged  conduct  on  the 
subject.  What  object  had  he  to  serve  by  continuing 
the  deposites  in  the  Bank  of  Edwardsvil'le.  if  he  had 
received  any  communications  which  authorized  the 
opinion  that  they  were  insecure  in  that  bank?  Mr. 
Edwards  has  charged  him  with  an  improper  partiality 
for  the  Bank  of  Misaouri,  yet  it  was  that  bank  from 
which  the  deposites  were  taken,  to  be  placed  in  the 
Bank  of  Edwardsville;  and  it  was  to  that  bank  that 
they  must  have  beep  restored,  if  they  were  withdrawn 
from  the  Bank  of  Edwardsville.  There  was  no  other 
bank  within  reach.  If  the  charge  of  favoritism  to- 
wards the  Bank  of  Missouri  were  well  founded,  the 
SecreUry  would  have  readily  availed  himself  of  the 
pretext  furnished  by  the  alleged  communication  of 
the  Receiver,  for  restoring  the  deposite  to  that  bank. 

The  instructions  given  to  the  Receiver  at  Kaskas- 
kia.  to  deposite  in  the  Bank  of  Missouri,  so  far  from 
confirming  the  allegation,  that  a  letter  from  the  Re- 
ceiver at  Edwarduville,  enclosing  the  publication  o{ 
Mr.  Edwards,  had  been  received  by  the  Secretary,  lead 
to  •  contrary  conclusion.  The  correspondence  with 
that  Receiver,  at  the  period  in  question,  is  herewith 
transmitted.  It  appears  that,  on  the  18th  oi  Septem- 
ber, 1819,  this  Receiver  wrote  to  the  Secretary,  en- 
closing his  account  current  for  the  month  of  August 
preceding ;  and,  as  there  appeared,  by  that  account,  a 
large  balance  of  public  money  in  his  hands,  amount- 
ing to  about  $30,000,  he  seems  to  have  considered  it 
necessary  to  explain  the  cause.  His  explanation  was 
the  same  aa  tLat  offered  by  Mrs.  Stephenson,  for  a 
like  retention  of  money,  to  meet  the  Indian  payments  ; 
and,  in  this  case,  as  in  the  other,  not  any  publication 
of  Mr.  Edwards,  or  any  circumstance  affecting  the 
character  of  the  Bank  of  Edwardsville,  which,  if  such 
had  existed,  he  was  bound  by  the  Secretary's  instruc- 
tions to  communicate.  It  was  known  to  the  Secretary 
that  it  was  not  so  convenient  for  this  Receiver  to  de- 
posite at  Edwardsville,  between  which  place  and  Kaa- 
kaskia  there  was  very  little  communication,  as  at  St. 
Louis,  with  which  there  was  frequent  intercourse. 
In  the  next  letter  written  to  this  Receiver  by  the  Sec- 
retary, which  was  on  the  1st  of  November,  1819,  the 
Secretary  without  alluding  to  any  publication  of  Mr. 
Edwards,  or  any  letter  from  the  Receiver  at  Edwards- 
ville. which,  if  any  had  been  known  to  him  would 
naturally  have  been  alluded  to  on  such  an  occasion, 
directed  the  Receiver  at  Kawkaskia  to  deposite  in  the 
Bank  of  Edwardsville  all  the  money  in  his  possession, 


at  the  close  of  the  month,  and  afterwards  to  deposite 
in  the  Bank  of  Missouri.  The  Receiver  did  not  make 
this  deposite.  for  reasons  stated  by  him  in  his  letter  of 
the  lOtb  of  January,  1820,  until  the  3d  of  that  month, 
as  will  be  seen  by  the  list  of  moneys  deposited  by  him 
on  that  day.  From  his  silence  on  the  subject,  it  is 
evident  that  there  was  nothing  in  the  circumstances 
of  the  bank  to  render  the  deposite  improper. 

The  accusation  of  having  presented  contradictory 
statements  of  the  amount  of  public  money  in  the 
Bank  of  Edwardsville,  and  of  having  transposed  other 
statsments  from  that  bank,  in  the  communications 
made  by  the  Secretary  to  the  House,  and  of  having 
done  so  for  the  purpose  of  disguising  the  truth  in  re- 
lation to  the  deposites  in  that  bank,  with  a  view  to 
their  bearing  on  the  charge  connected  with  these  sup- 
posed letters,  is  altogether  without  foundation.  The 
bank  statements  of  December  and  November,  which 
are  referred  to,  either  formed  part  of,  or  accompanied 
the  letters,  which  they  immediately  follow  in  the 
printed  pa[)ers  ;  the  lirst  having  been  written  on  part 
of  the  same  paper  as  the  letter  of  the  7th  of  Jan- 
uary. 1820,  to  Mr.  Edwards,  and  the  latter  having 
been  enclosed  in  the  letter  of  the  6th  of  January,  and 
both  the  letters  and  statements  having,  when  trans- 
mitted by  Mr.  Edwards,  in  his  letter  of  the  I6th  Feb- 
ruary,been,  it  is  believed,  in  the  same  order  as  that  in 
which  they  appear  in  the  documents.  The  Treasury 
statements,  from  which  the  balances  in  the  Bank  of 
Edwardsville,  at  the  end  of  the  2d.  3d,  and  4th  quar- 
ters of  1819,  are  quoted  by  Mr.  Edwards,  were  pre- 
pared, by  the  Treasurer,  from  materials  in  his  own 
possession  ;  and  the  Secretary  had  no  more  to  do  with 
the  preparation  of  them,  than  Mr.  Edwards  himself. 
They  were  communicated  as  the  statements  of  that 
officer.  The  cause  why  the  statement  of  the  fourth 
quarter  of  1819,  differs  in  amount  from  that  rendered 
by  the  bank  for  the  same  period,  is,  that,  in  the  former, 
the  Treasurer  has  deducted  from  the  sum  standing  to 
bis  credit  in  the  bank,  the  amount  of  two  drafts  which 
he  had  drawn  on  the  bank,  and  which  had  not  been 
paid  at  the  time,  when  the  bank  statement  was  pre- 
pared. The  sum  stated  by  the  bank  is,  therefore, 
more  than  that  stated  by  the  Treasurer,  by  the  amount 
of  these  drafts.  This  is  more  particularly  shown  in 
the  accompanying  note  from  the  Treasurer,  all  of 
whose  statements  are  prepared  on  the  same  principle, 
and  have  always  been  so  prepared.  It  is  considered 
unnecessary  to  dwell  longer  on  this  branch  of  the  sub- 
ject.  That  no  such  communications,  as  Mr.  Edwards 
alleges,  were  made,  is  believed  to  be  conclusively 
demonstrated ;  and  if  so,  no  arts  could  have  been 
resorted  to  for  the  purpose  of  concealing  them.  But, 
at  every  stage  of  this  investigation,  this  remark  na- 
turally suggests  itself;  that  even  if  l)oth  the  communi- 
cations alleged  had  actually  been  made,  there  was 
nothing  in  that  fact  for  the  Secretary  to  conceal  ;  Mr. 
Edwards  has  stated,  on  oath,  his  opinion,  that,  in  the 
Fall  of  1819,  the  Bank  of  Edwardsville  was  in  as  good 
a  condition  as  any  bank  in  which  the  public  moneys 
were  deposited  ;  and,  if  so,  what  necessity  was  there 
for  the  Secretary  to  discontinue  the  deposites  ?  Whe- 
ther Mr.  Edwards  was.  or  was  not,  a  director,  and 
whether  he  did  or  did  not  choose  to  be  responsible  for 
a  bank,  if  the  bank  were  in  a  good  condition,  was  a 
matter  that  ought  to  have  had  very  little  influence 
upon  the  conduct  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
In  connexion  with  this  charge,  it  is  to  be  remarked, 
that  it  is  true  that  communications  were  made  to  the 
Secretary  against  the  Edwardsville  Bank,  and  partlcu- 
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larly  in  a  letter  from  the  President  of  the  Bank  of  Mis-  I  Sutes,  or  iu  branches,  the  surplus  of  the  money  which 
souri,  of  the  9th  of  August,  1819.  But,  as  the  Re- I  it  might  receive,  that  could  not  be  disbursed  at  the 
ceivers,  both  at  Edwardsville  and  Kaskaskia.  were  in-  I  bank;  and,  for  the  expense  and  risk  of  making  those 
structed,  by  the  Secretary's  letter  of  the  31st  December,  transfers,  which  were  expected  to  amount  to  a  very 
J  818,  that,  if  any  circumstance  affecting  the  character  |  considerable  sum,  it  was  to  have  a  standing  deposite 
of  the  Edwardsville  Bank,  should  come  to  their  knowl-  i  of  .$150,000,  which  standing  deposite  was  always  sub- 
edge,  they  should  communicate  the  same  to  the  De-  j  ject  to  be  reduced  by  any  disbursements  that  could  be 
partment,  and   as  no  such   information  was  received  I  made  at  the  bank.     This  arrangement  was  accepted 

by  the  bank  on  the  9th  of  .\ugU8t,  1819.  It  was  mod- 
ified in  August,  1820,  by  limiting  the  local  bank  note* 
to  be  received  to  those  of  the  Atlantic  cities,  and  of 
the  State  of  .Missouri,  and  thus  it  continued  until  the 
bank  stopped  payment  on  the    14th  of  August,  1821. 


from  them,  and  as  the  bank  continued  to  fulfil  its  en 
gagemenu,  there  was  no  sufficient  reason  for  discon- 
tinuing the  arrangement  which  had   been  made  with 
it.      The  fact  is,  that  it  was  not  until  two  years  aAer 

the  letter  of  the  President  of  the  Bank  of  Missouri  re-  ^_.    . 

A^rred  to,  that  the  Edwardsville  Bank  stopped  payment.    To  estimate,  justly,  the  advanuges  offered"u)"the  bank 


But  although  this  charge  is  considered  as  sufficiently 
answered,  the  only  remaining  circumstance  presented 
by  .Mr.  Edwards  in  its  support  shall  also  be  noticed. 
He  represents  himself  to  have  stated,  in  two  letters 
written  by  him  to  the  Secretary,  in  February,  1822, 
that  he  had  made  such  a  publication,  that  the  Receiver 
had  transmitted  it,  that  the  Receiver's  letter  contain- 
ing it  had  been  answered,  and  infers,  from  the  Secre- 
tary's silence  on  the  subject,  admission  of  the  fact. 

That  the  Secretary  did  not  reply  to  this,  or  to  any 
of  the  other  matters  contained  in  those  letters,  resulted 
from  bis  having  declined  any  correspondence  with  Mr. 
Edwards  on  the  subjecU  to  which  they  referred,  in 
consequence  of  a  menace  which  the  first  of  them  con- 
tained. This  will  Ite  seen  by  the  Secretary's  answer, 
which,  together  with  Mr.  Edwards's  letters,  are  here- 
with transmitted. 

The  next  principal  accusation  to  be  examined,  re- 
lates to  the  Secretary's  transactions  with  the  Bank  of 
Missouri,  and  charges  him  with  having,  in  the  ar- 
rangements made  with  that  bank,  in  regard  to  the 
public  deposites,  allowed  it  advantages  for  which  it 
rendered  no  equivalent,  and  with  having  received  from 
It  uncurrent  bank  notes,  which  he  was  neither  bound 
nor  authorized  to  receive.  The  direct  connexion  \>e- 
tween  the  Treasury  and  the  Bank  of  Missouri  began 
on  the  1st  of  .\ugust,  1818.  Before  that  time  the 
bank  had  acted  as  the  agent  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States.  It  had  fulfilled  its  engagemenu  with  that  in- 
stitution with  good  faith  ;  its  condition  was  considered 
sound  and  prosperous;  and  iU  repuUtion  stood  high, 
as  well  in  the  Atlantic  as  m  the  Western  States. 
The  large  amount  of  money  to  be  received  from  the 
sale  of  public  land  in  that  quarter,  rendered  a  con- 
nexion with  such  a  bank  not  only  convenient  but  ne- 
cessary. 

Id  the  first  arrangement  with  the  bank,  there  was 
no  stipulation  as  to  what  kinds  of  money  it  should  re- 
ceive or  pay  for  the  Treasury.  The  Receivers  were 
instructed  to  receive  the  notes  of  such  banks  as  paid 
specie  on  demand  for  thei»  notes,  and  no  others ;  and 
to  deposite  them  in  bank  to  the  credit  of  the  Treas- 
urer. When  public  disbursements  were  to  be  made, 
the  Treasurer  issued  his  draft*!,  and  the  bank  dis- 
charged them  in  such  funds  as  it  had  received. 

On  the  23d  of  June,  1819,  the  Secretary,  in  the  ex- 
ecution of  a  general  system,  which  had  been  adopted 
with  the  approbation  of  the  President,  for  the  reasons 
stated  in  his  report  to  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  14lh  February,  1822,  and  in  his  letter  to  the  chair- 
man of  a  select  committee  of  the  House,  of  the  24th 
of  February,  1823,  proposed  a  new  arrangement  to  the 
bank.  By  this  arrangement,  the  bank  was  to  receive 
the  notes  of  such  specie-paying  banks  as  were  in  good 
credit,  and  in  general  circulation,  and  to  account  for 
them  as  caith ;  to  transfer  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 


by  this  arrangement,  it  is  necessary  to  examine  what 
were  the  probable  services  to  be  rendered  by  the  bank 
under  it.  About  the  time  when  the  Secretary's  pro- 
position for  allowing  a  standing  deposite  was  made  to 
this  bank,  there  was  a  balance  remaining  in  bank, 
over  and  above  what  could  be  expended  there,  of  up- 
wards of  $640,000;  and  this,  too,  after  the  bank  had 
transferred  upwards  of  $100,000.  This  large  balance 
had  accumulated  in  rather  less  than  a  year.  Taking 
into  consideration  the  revival  of  credit  among  the 
Western  banks,  which  had  then  taken  place,  it  was 
reasonable  to  suppose  that  the  paymenu  into  that 
bank  would  not  decrease  more  than  one  half  during 
the  next  year;  upon  this  supposition,  the  amount  to 
be  transferred  under  the  arrangement  would  be  about 
$320,000  a  year.  The  risk  and  cost  of  transferring 
money  from  St.  Louis  to  Louisville,  which  was  the 
nearest  point  to  which  it  could  be  transferred,  hasbeea 
stated  by  the  President  of  the  bank,  in  bis  letter  of  the 
29th  November,  1819,  to  be  at  least  three  per  cent., 
which  upon  that  sum  would  be  $9,600;  and  that  was 
reasonably  to  be  looked  to,  at  the  time  the  arrange- 
ment was  made,  as  the  value  of  the  service  probably 
to  be  rendered  under  it,  iu  this  respect,  by  the  bank  to 
the  Treasury. 

It  is  true  that,  from  causes  not  then  to  be  foreseen, 
the  subsequent  paymenu  into  the   bank   fell   short   of 
what  had  been  anticipated.     But  it  is  also  true,  that 
the  whole  of  the  stipulated  standing  deposite  was  not 
always  on  hand.     It  has  already  been  sUted  that  this 
standing  deposite  was,  at  all  times,  liable  to  be  drawn 
upon  by  the  Treasury.     By  the  Treasurer's  statement 
of  quarterly  balances,  accompanying   the  Secretary's 
report  to   the  House,  of  February  27th,   1823,  it  ap- 
pears that  it  bad   been   so  drawn  upon,  and  that,  at 
the  close  of  six   different  quarters,  the  whole  amount 
in  bank,  for  which  drafts  had  not  actually  been  issued, 
was  less  than  the  stipulated  amount  of  standing  de- 
posite by  an  average  of  $20,000.     By  a  statement  ac- 
companying the  letter  from  the  President  of  the  bank, 
of  the  30tb  June,  1821,  it  appears  that,  at  the  close  of 
ten  successive  months,  "  the  whole  sum  in  bank  was 
actually  less  than  the   amount  of  the  stipulated  de- 
posite by  an  average  of  $20,000 ;"  and  if,  at  ail  other 
times  during  the   two  years'  continuance  of  the   ar- 
rangement, the  full  amount  were  in  bank,  the  average 
of  the  sum  actually  in  bank,  during  the  whole  period, 
would  have  been  but  $140,000.     But,  it  is  to   be  ob- 
served that,  in  estimating  the  value  of  such  a  deposite 
to  a  bank,  the  certainty  of  iu  continuance,  for  a  given 
time,  at  leajit,  is  to  be  taken  into  consideration.     Iu 
respect  to  this  standing  deposite,  there  was  no  such 
certainty  ;  it  depended  wholly  on   the  convenience  of 
the  Treasury.     It  was  constantly  subject  to  drafu  for 
any  part,   or   even   the  whole,   and   it  was  frequently 
drawn  upon.     The  idea,  therefore,   that  this  slipuli- 
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tion,  in  regard  to  the  standing  dcpnsite,  waa  equal  to 
an  allowance  to  the  bank  of  $9,000  a  year,  ia  wholly 
fallacious. 

It  is  proper  to  look,  on  the  other  hand,  to  the  ser- 
Tices  rendered  by  the  bank.  During  the  continuance 
of  the  arrangement,  the  bank  transiterred,  at  its  own 
risk  and  cost,  $454,000  in  cash,  and  about  $38,000  in 
note*  in  kind.  Calculating,  then,  the  value  of  the 
trmnsfers  at  the  rate  stated  lor  transferring  to  Louis- 
ville, which  was  the  nearest  point,  at  three  per  cent., 
and  the  value  of  the  standing  deposite  actually  on 
hand  at  six  per  cent,  a  year,  (the  rate  of  interest,)  it 
appears  that  the  services  actually  rendered  by  the  bank, 
in  transferring  the  public  money,  may  be  estimated  to 
amount  to  $17,800;  and  that  the  benefit  enjoyed  by 
the  bank  from  the  standing  deposite,  without  making 
any  deduction  on  account  of  its  uncertainty,  may  be 
estimated  at  $16,000  ;  thus  leaving  a  balance  in  favor 
of  the  bank.  But,  allowing  the  advantage  and  the 
service  to  be  equal,  in  this  respect,  nothing  then  re- 
mains but  the  advantage  derived  by  the  bank  from  the 
temporary  and  uncertain  possession  of  the  surplus 
which  sometimes  remained  over  and  above  the  depos- 
ite, *»  a  compensation  for  all  iu  other  services,  in  be- 
coming responsible  for  the  notes  received  by  it,  in  con- 
▼erling  ihcm,  as  far  as  was  requisite,  into  such  funds  as 
might  be  transferred  to  the  United  States  Bank,  or  as 
might  be  required  in  payment  of  Treasury  drafts, 
which  were  always  demanded  in  specie  or  its  equiva- 
lent; and  which,  as  appears  by  the  letter  from  the 
President  of  the  Bank,  of  the  30th  June,  1821,  were 
always  so  paid.  Hence  it  appears  that  not  only  were 
no  undue  advantages  intended  to  be  grunted  to  the 
bank  by  the  arrangement,  but  that,  supposing  the  pay- 
ment of  the  debt  now  due  by  it  to  be  secured  with 
interest,  (as  is  believed  to  be  the  case,)  the  bank  has 
actually  enjoyed  no  advantages  under  the  arrangement 
fur  which  it  will  not  have  rendered  an  equivalent. 

It  is  true,  this  bank  has  failed.  But,  it  appears  by  a 
document  produced  and  relied  upon  by  Mr.  Edwards, 
that  after  a  thorough  examination  by  order  of  the  Mis 
souri  Legislature,  that  its  failure  is  not  attributable 
to  any  act  of  dishonesty  on  the  part  of  the  directors, 
but  to  that  cause  only  which  has  produced  \  general 
suspension  in  the  Western  country  ;  and  that,  "with 
a  reaionable  indulgence,  it  will  be  enabled  to  redeem 
iu  notes  and  pay  all  iU  debts."  The  sum  due  by  it 
to  the  Treasury  is  already  in  »  course  of  payment,  and 
iu  ultimate  discharge  with  interest  is  deemed,  by  per- 
sons who  ar«  well  acquainted  with  the  security,  to  be 
well  secured. 

The  correspondence  which  led  to  the  reception  of 
the  uncunrent  notes,  which  Mr.  Edwards  has  charged 
the  SecreUry  with  having  improperly  received  from 
the  Bank  of  Missouri,  commenced  with  the  letter  of 
the  President  of  the  Bank,  of  the  9th  of  August,  1819. 
He  there  proposed,  among  other  transfers,  to  transfer 
$50,000  in  aucb  paper  of  North  and  South  Carolina 
and  Georgia  as  was  authoriied  to  be  received  ;  $40,000 
in  notes  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia;  $103,000  in  notes 
of  the  Bank  of  Kentucky  and  its  branches;  $15,000 
in  notes  of  the  Bank  of  Vincennes;  and  $70,000  in 
notes  of  the  Banks  of  Tennessee,  (such  as  were  au- 
thorized to  be  received  ;)  and  $25,000  in  such  Ohio 
notes  as  were  authorized  to  be  received, — all  of  which 
were  then  in  bank. 

It  ia  to  be  observed  that  the  letter  in  which  this 
proposition  was  made,  is  the  same  letter  which  con- 
tains the  acceptance  by  the  bank  of  the  arrangement 
under  which  it  was  for  the  first  time  to  be  responsible 


in  cash  for  all  the  public  money  which  it  might  receive. 
If  then  it  can  be  shown  that  these  notes  had  been  pre- 
viously received  on  account  of  the  Treasury,  and  were 
at  that  time  on  hand,  the  agreement  of  the  Secretary 
to  receive  the  whole  or  any  portion  of  them,  so  far 
from  being  a  subject  of  blbme,  was  an  obligation  of 
duty. 

It  is  also  to  be  observed  that  all  notes  which  the 
bank  here  proposed  to  transfer  were  not  actually  trana* 
ferred.  Before  the  Secretary's  answer  was  received, 
the  bank  had,  on  its  own  account,  otherwise  disposed 
of  a  great  portion  of  them ;  and  there  were  finally 
transferred  the  following  . 


Of  Tennttsee  notes,  viz.- 
Bank  of  Tennessee  and  branches 
iS'ashviUe  Bank  and  branches      ... 

0/  North  Carolina  notes,  viz  .• 
State  Bank  of  North  Carolina     •         .         . 

0/  District  notes,  viz  : 
Mechanics'  Bank  of  Alexandria  •         .         . 
Franklin  Bank   ---... 

Of  Ohio  notes,  viz  : 
Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Cincinnati 
Miami  Exporting  Company  ... 

Bank  of  Cincinnati     -         .         .         .         . 

Bank  of  Muskingum 

Farmers,     Mechanics,     and    Manufacturers' 

Bank  of  Chillicothe  .... 

Bank  of  Marietta         ..... 

Bank  of  Stenbenville  .         .         .         .         . 


$40,156 
29,844 

42,000 

890 
285 


11,845 

8,661 

3,846 

291 

350 

4 
7 


Making  together 


$138,179 


The  Kentucky  Bank  notes  mentioned  in  the  Sec- 
retary's letter  of  the  2d  March,  1820.  were  not  tr.ins- 
ferred — having  been  otherwise  disposed  of  by  the  bank. 
Nor  were  the  Georgetown  Bank  notes,  mentioned  in 
the  same  letter,  then  transferred  ;  and  it  is  only  within 
a  few  days  that  the  Treasurer  has  received  from  the 
agent  of  the  .Missouri  Bank  an  order  for  transferring 
them. 

That  the  notes,  thus  received  from  the  bank,  had 
been  properly  taken  by  the  Receivers,  will  appear 
from  the  instructions  given  to  those  ofYicera  by  the 
Secretary,  copies  of  which  are  herewith  transmitted  ; 
and  that,  at  the  time  those  instructions  were  given, 
they  were  considered,  by  the  Secretary,  as  the  notes 
of  banks  which  discharged  their  notes  in  specie, 
on  demand,  and,  consequently,  notes  which,  by  the 
resolution  of  Congress  of  the  30th  April,  1816.  were 
authorized  to  be  received  in  paymenU  to  the  United 
States,  ia  manifest  from  the  terms  of  the  same  instruc- 
tions,  in  which  the  Receivers  are  positively  interdicted 
from  taking  the  notes  of  any  bank  which  doe*  not  dis- 
charge iu  notes  on  demand  in  specie. 

That  these  notea  were  received  by  the  bank  from 
the  Receivers,  during  its  first  arrangement  with  the 
Treasury,  and,  consequently,  previous  to  lU  engage- 
ment to  account  as  caah,  and  that,  at  the  time  they 
were  ofTered  to  the  Secretary,  they  were  actuallv  in 
the  possession  of  the  bank,  u  established  by  evidence 
adduced  by  Mr.  Edwards  himself.  This  evidence  is 
statement  E,  prepared  at  the  Bank  of  Missouri,  and 
laid  before  the  Missouri  Legislature  by  a  committee 
which  was  appointed  to  examine  the  report  of  the 
bank,  and  which  committee  representi:  itself  to  have 
had  before  it,  and  carefully  examined,  the  books,  notea, 
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and  such  other  papers  of  the  bank,  as  were  necessary.  !  public  depositee,  received  by  them,  as  cash,  the  whole 
I  he  statemenu  is  "Of  moneys  on  hand,  September  |  amount  might,  perhaps,  have  been  demanded  of  them 
fi.  1819,  received  of  the  several  Receivers  of  Public  I  in  specie,  or  United  States'  Bank  notes;  vet,  such 
Moneys,  being  such  as  they  were  authorized  to  receive,  !  was    never   the    intention    of  the   parties.     The   term 


by  the  honorable  William    H.   Crawford,  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury."     It  purports    to  have  been   taken  from 


"  cash  "  was  used,  in  0|iposition    to  that  of  "  special 
deposite,"  and  was  not  meant  to  render  the  banks  li- 


from  Receivers,  of  a  description  not  receivable  by  it  on  sea  its  willingness  to  leave  the  construction  to  the 
«*""■'  ^,^[!°!'':^  "  ^"**'.  "'"""nting  to  $569,064  ;  of,  "justice  and  liberal  policy  "  of  the  DepartmenU  It  is 
which  $-e3,<57,  were  ot  the  kinds  transferred  by  it  to  I  more  emphatically  disclaimed,  however,  by  the  Bank 
the  Ireasury  Hence,  it  appears,  that,  instead  of  the  i  of  Edwardsv.lle,  in  its  letter  to  the  Secretary,  of  the 
Secretary  a  having  received  of  the  bank  uncurrent  18th  of  April,  1820,  [see  G.  No.  3,  [66,1  and  in  his 
notes  which  he  was  not  bound  to  receive,  the  bank  i  letter  to  Mr.  Edwards,  of  the  6ih  of  January  1820 
not  only  took  upon  itself  the  conversion  into  cash  of  [see  A.  No.  2,  [119.J  heretofore  referred  to.  In  that 
other  notes,  to  a  large  amount,  which  it  had  n  right  to  letter  the  bank  maintains  that  "It  is  not  supposed 
pay  over  to  the  I  rtasury  in  kind,  but  that  of  the  very  that  any  a>nstruclio«  of  the  conditions,  upon  which 
description  of  note,  which  Mr.  Edwards  has  censured  ;  ihe  deposites  were  received,  can  render  the  bank  the 
the  Secretary  for  having   received,   the   bank   had  ac-  '  guarantee   of  those  banks,  because   it  would  be  con- 


tually  a  right  to  require   that  he  should  receive  more 
than  double  the  amount  of  what  he  did  receive. 

It  would  be  a  great  mistake,  however,  to  suppose 
that  the  notes,  which  were  received  of  the  Bank  of 
Missouri,  were  the  notes  of  insolvent  banks.  Those 
of  the  Bank  of  Tennessee,  and  iU  branches,  were  im- 
mediately placed    to    the  credit   of  the    Treasurer 


trary  to  every  principle  of  reason,  to  suppose  that  the 
paper  of  other  banks,  who  have,  or  may,  Kuspend  spe- 
cie payments,  shall,  by  the  mere  act  of  deposite,  in 
this  Institution,  by  the  Receivers,  be  converted  into 
specie,  or  lU  equivalent,  and  this  bank  held  account- 
able for  it  as  such.  We  are  persuaded  this  never  was 
the  intention  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  nor  can 


,     ,  ,  ...  — '  I  •■"-••-  •*  ^"^  v^M-inuitu   ■!,   ugent  for  negotiating 

cashed  by  the  banks  to  which  they  were  transferred  ;  modification  of  lU  arrangement,  with  the  Treasury, 
of  those  of  the  Miami  Exporting  Company.  $5,220  76,  may  be  naturally  supposed  to  contain  iU  real  views! 
have  recently  been  collected.  Thus,  of  the  whole  \  And,  although  Mr.  Edwards  now  denies  the  con- 
loono,         I      r    ,'  "mams  unpaid  only  about  i  atruction    then   contended   for,  by  the  bank,  yet,  from 

*2i,000,  and,  of  this   sum,  it  is  believed   the  greater     the  terma  in  which  he  communicated  the  letter  to  the 


part  will  be  ultimately  paid. 

Considering  the  state  of  the  currency  in  the  West, 
during  the  time,  and  the  large  amount  received  by 
thia  bank,  which  was  about  $1,164,000,  it  is  doubtful 
whether  any  individual  transactions,  of  equal  extent, 
though  attended  to  with  great  care,  would  have  been 
followed  by  less  ultimate  loss. 

That  the  charge  of  having  favored  this  bank,  at  the 
sacrifice  of  the  public  interest,  is  without  foundation, 
must  be  evident  from  the  facts  which  have  been  here 
exhibited.     That  the  bank  deea  not  consider  iUelf  as 


Secretary,  it  is  presumed  tliat  he   then  gave  it  his  as- 
sent. 

But,  although  this  construction  could  not  be  for- 
mally acknowledged  by  the  Secretary,  without  leading 
to  the  evil  which  the  terms  of  these  arrangemenU 
were  partly  intended  to  prevent,  that  of  "  special  de- 
posites," yet.  It  was  always  his  intention,  whenever 
the  case  presented  itself,  to  admit  such  an  interpreU- 
tion  of  the  contract,  as  might  be  equitable,  and  not 
injurious  to  the  public  interest.  The  letter  of  the  Tom- 
bigbee  Bank,  ot  the  3d  of  August,   1819,  stating  that 


having  been  favored  by  the  Treasury,  is  proved  by  the  j  there  were  then  on  hand,  in  that  institution,  $16,000, 
fact  that  a  claim  has  been  preferred  by  the  bank  for  1  in  North  Carolina  notes,  which  had  been  received,  on 
*"i,  *L  i'"*'*''  '\^'^,  ^^*  ^'""""^  **"*'  ^^*  services,  deposite,  for  the  Treasurer,  and  which  it  had  not  yet 
which  ,t  has  rendered  to  the  Ireasury,  have  not  been  1  been  able  to  exchange,  although  no  care  had  been 
sufficiently  compensated.  And  it  is  a  remarkable  co-  I  spared  in  effecting  that  object,  "since  some  difficul- 
incidence  of  circumstances,  that,  at  the  very  time  that  ties  were  understood  to  affect  the  bank,"  presented  a 
•  charge  is  preferred  by  Mr.  Edwards  against  the  !  case  of  this  kind.  At  that  time,  the  Sute  Bank  of 
Secretary,  for  having  done  too  much  for  that  bank,  i  North  Carolina  had  not  stopped  payment,  although  it 
the  agent  of  the  l-^nk  is  at  W  ashmgton,  petitioning  i  didso before  the  SerreUry's  answer  was  communicated 
Congress,  because  the  Secretary  has  done  too  little.       i  to  the  Tombigl»€e  Bank.    The  Secretary,  having  called 

The  transaction,  with  the  Bank  of  Missouri  being  .  upon  the  State  Bank  to  disclose  the  means  of  paying 
thua  explained,  the  only  other  act*,  included  in  the  such  of  lU  notes  as  had  been  received,  on  account  of 
charge  against  the  Secretary,  of  having  received  un-  1  the  Treasury  ;  and  having  been  informed,  by  the  bank, 
current  funds,  in  payment  from  banks,  are  the  re- I  that  it  did  possess  the  means,  and  would  speedily  apply 
ceipt  of  $15,000,  in  notes  of  the  State  Bank  of  North  them  to  that  object,  consented  that  these  notes  should 
Carolina  and  $18  562,  m  notes  of  the  Bank  of  Ken-  be  transferred,  from  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer,  in  the 
tucky  ;  the  former  from  the  fombigbee  Bank,  and  the  Tombigbee  Bank,  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer,  in  the 
latter  from  the  Bank  of  Edwardsville.  htate   Bank  of  North   Carolina  ;  and,  by    that   bank. 

Although,  by  a  rigid  construction  of  the  arrange-     they  were  afterwards  paid,  as  were  all  the  other  claims, 
mcnt,  by  which  these  Banks  agreed  to  account  for  the     of  every  kind,  which  the  Trca»^ury  had  upon  iL 
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May,  1824. 


The  ca»«  of  the  Edwardiville  Bank,  tdded  to  the  I  were  specified  in  the  report  made  by  the  Secretary  on 
equitable  considerations  which  were  presented  in  that  ,  the  subject,  with  the  exception  ol  $285,  in  notes  of 
of  the  Tombigbee  Bank,  were  conaiderations  of  j>oIicy.  j  the  Franklin  Bank  of  Alexandria,  which  formed  part 
The  communication  of  the  Hon.  R.  M.  Johnson,  made  !  of  the  funds  received  from  the  Bank  of  Mmsouri,  agree- 
on   behalf  of  the  bank,  and  referred  to  in  the  Secre-  j  ably  to  his  letter  of  20th  of  March,    1820,  but  which. 


Ury's  letter  of  the  2d  February,  1821,  [see  G.  fso.  8. 
[Bfi,]  which  communication  was  made  with  the  con- 
currence of  Mr.  Edwards,  stated  that  the  bank  had  on 
hand  upwards  of  $20,000,  in  notes  on  the  Bank  of 
Kentucky,  which  had  been  received  on  account  of  the 


in  his  report  of  the  14th  of  February,  1822,  were  ac- 
cidentally omitted  to  be  mentioned.  I'hat  there  was 
no  intentional  concealment  on  this  jiuhject.  is  erident, 
from  the  manner  in  which  the  Secretary  complied 
with  that  part  of  the  resolution  which  referred  to  it. 


Treasurer  before  the  suspension  of  specie  payments  By  the  resolution  he  was  required  to  state  whether 
by  the  bank.  This  representation  being  corroborated  any  uncurrent  or  depreciated  paper  had  been  received 
by  an  examination  of  the  bank  statements  and  certifi-  from  certain  bank*,  which  the  Government  was  not 
cates,  as  appears  by  the  Secretary's  report  to  the  bound  to  receive.  As  the  Secretary  was  oi  opinion 
House,  of  the  27th  April,  1822;  and  there  being  then  ;  that  all  the  paper  of  that  description  which  he  had  re- 
some  reason  to  apprehend  a  want  of  punctuality  or  of  ceived  from  those  banks,  was  paper  that  he  was  bound 
good  faith  on  the  part  of  the   Bank  of  Edwardsville,  [  to  receive,  he  might,  without   blame,  have  answered. 


the  Secretary  consented  that  these  notes  should  l>e 
transferred  at  the  risk  of  the  bank,  from  the  credit  of 
the  Treasurer  in  that  bank,  to  the  credit  of  the  Treas- 
urer in  the  Bank  of  Kentucky.  Id  doing  so,  the  Sec- 
retary considered  himself  not  only  satisfying  the  de- 
mands of  equity,  but  promoting  the  public  interest ; 


that  none  such  as  were  alluded  to  in  the  resolution 
had  been  received.  Desirous,  however,  to  put  the 
House  in  possession  of  all  the  fucU,  he  stated  what 
uncurrent  paper  had  been  received,  and  why  it  had 
been  received;  and  he  included  in  the  statement  pa- 
per  to  the  amount  of  several  thousand  dollars,  which. 


inasmuch  as  the  Bank  of  Kentucky,  though  it  had  i  at  the  time  he  made  his  deposite,  had  actually  been 
suspended  the  payment  of  specie,  was  known  to  be  i  paid  in  cash.  Under  these  circumstances,  it  might 
solvent.     Although   the  notes,  thus  transferred,  have     have  been  reasonably  supposed   that  this  trivial  omis- 


not  yet  been  paid,  the  most  positive  and  formal  assu 
ranee  has  been  given,  that  the  debt  is  perfectly  safe, 
and  will  moat  certainly  be  repaid  at  no  very  remote 
period. 

Mr.  Edwards  has  offered  an  extract  from  the  Sec- 
retary's letter  of  the  11th  of  December,  1818,  to  the 
President  of  the  Planters  and  Merchants'  Bank  oi 
Huntsvjlle,  as  proving  that  the  Secretary's  conduct  in 


sion  was.  as  was  truly  the  case,  wholly  accidental  and 
unintentional. 

'I'he  charge  of  withholding  letters  and  information 
called  for  by  the  House,  rests  upon  no  better  founda- 
tion. This,  however,  may  have  originated  in  part,  in 
the  want  of  attention  to  the  true  im|>ort  of  the  resolu- 
tion under  which  these  letters  and  information  were 
called  for.     The  resolution  of  the  House,  of  the  9th  of 


receiving  these  notes,  is  at  variance  with  his  own  in-  j  January,  1822,  as  printed,  required  "  a  statement 
terpretation  of  the  obligations  of  the  banks  in  that  |  showing  in  what  banks  the  moneys  received  from  the 
respect.  But,  by  referring  to  the  letter  itself,  it  will  sale  of  the  public  lands  have  been  deposited  since  the 
be  found  that,  in  presenting  the  extract,  an  important  I  1st  of  January,  1818  ;  the  contracts  under  which  the 
omission  has  been  made,  by  which  the  Secretary's  j  said  deposites  have  been  made  ;  the  correspondence 
opinion  on  the  point  is  wholly  misrepresented.  As  j  between  them  and  the  Treasury  Department  relative 
quoted  by  Mr.  Edwards,  the  passage  is  in  these  words  :  .  thereto,"  «kc.  It  has  been  doubted  whether,  accord- 
"  In  making  the  Planters  and  Merchants'  Bank  of  |  ing  to  the  proper  rules  of  construction,  the  correspon- 
Huntsville  a  place  of  deposite,  at  its  particular  solici-  dence  here  called  for,  related  to  any  thing  more  than 
tation,  it  was  expected  that  the  transfer  of  funds  which  the  contracU.  It  is  believed,  however,  that  this  doubt 
it  undertook  to  make,  would  be  effected  in  funds  that  gi»es  place  to  certainty  upon  an  inspection  of  the 
circulated  at  par,  at  the  place  where  the  transfer  was     resolution,    as    transmitted    to   th«  Secretary    by  the 


directed.  As  the  Receiver  had  been  directed  to  receive 
the  bills  of  no  banks  which  did  not  discharge  them  in 
specie  on  demand,  it  was  expected  that  the  bank  would 
be  answerable  for  the  amount  deposited,  in  specie,  or 
in  bills  which  would  be  received  as  specie,  at  the  place 
to  which  the  money  should  be  directed  to  be  trans- 
fe'red,  unless  it  should  state  the  contrary.  "  But,"  as 
continues  the  Secretary,  (and  this  is  the  part  omitted 
by  Mr.  Edwards,)  "  as  no  explanation  of  this  nature 
has  been  made  or  sought  on  either  side,  this  requisition 
will  not  be  rigorously  required."  There  is,  however, 
no  question  concerning  this  bank,  as  no  uncurrent 
notes  were  ever  received  from  it. 

The  charge  of  having  received  uncurrent  notes  from 
the  Banks  of  Missouri,  Edwardsville,  and  Tombig- 
bee, contrary  to  the  agreement  with  those  banks,  and 
contrary  to  law,  being  thus  answered,  there  remains, 
in  connexion  with  this  branch  of  Mr.  Edwards's  ac- 
cusation against  the  Secretary,  only  that  of  having, 
in  his  report  to  Congress,  misstated  the  amount  so  re- 
ceived. Upon  a  thorough  examination,  however,  it 
is  asserted,  that  all  the  notes  received  from  those 
banks,  for  which  the  Treasurer  did  not  receive  a  cash 
credit  in  the  banks  to  which  they  were  transferred, 


(>lerk  of  the  House,  between  which  and  the  resolation 
as  printed,  there  is  a  remarkable  difference  in  the 
punctuation.  That  which  appears  in  the  latter  as  the 
first  member  of  a  sentence,  terminating  with  a  semi- 
colon, is,  in  the  original,  (see  annexed  No.  41,  which 
is  herewith  transmitted.)  a  complete  sentence  ending 
with  a  period.  By  this  difference,  the  words  "  rela- 
tive thereto,"  are  made  applicable  exclusively  to  the 
contracts  ;  and,  of  course,  the  correspondence  required 
by  the  resolution  is  the  correspondence  between  those 
banks  and  the  Treasury,  relative  to  the  contracU  un- 
der which  the  moneys  received  from  the  sales  of  pub- 
lic lands  since  the  1st  of  January,  1818,  have  been 
deposited. 

It  will  be  seen,  however,  that,  in  the  collection  of 
the  correspondence,  it  was  not  confined  to  that  object; 
but,  that,  in  addition  to  every  thing  which  related 
thereto,  there  was  communicated  su  much  of  the  other 
correspondence  with  the  banks  referred  to,  as  would 
enable  the  House  to  form  a  just  opinion  of  the  whole 
subject,  not  only  of  the  arrangements  with  these  banks 
Ml  thu  particular,  but  of  the  relationship  subsisting 
between  them  and  the  Treasury. 

The  resolution  of  the  House,  of  the  I2th  of  March, 
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1822,  had  reference  only  to  three  banks,  those  of  Ed- 
wardsville, Tombigbee,  and  Missouri ;  it  called  for  no 
correspondence  except  in  relation  to  the  Bank  of  .Mis- 
souri, and,  as  it  required  all  the  correspondence  in  re- 
lation to  that  bank,  not  before  communicated,  all  such 
correspondence  as  could  be  found  was  transmitted. 
Yet,  although  these  two  resolutions  are  distinct  from 
rach  other  in  their  requirements.  ,Mr.  Edwards  affects 
to  consider  every  letter  which  was  communicated  un- 
der the  latter  as  having  been  improperly  withheld 
under  the  former. 

That  some  ot  the  papers  transmitted  under  this  res- 
olution might  not,  with  propriety,  and  perhaps  with 
advantage,  have  been  sent  under  the  first  resolution, 
is  not  asserted.  Whether  any  such,  if  any  such  there 
be,  were  accidentally  omitted,  or  whether  they  were 
not  deemed  necessary  to  an  understanding  of  the  sub- 
ject, is  not  now  recollected.  As  there  was  no  con- 
sciousness on  the  part  of  the  Secretary  that  any  of  bis 
transactions  required  concealment,  or  merited  cen- 
sure, and  as  it  was  supposed  that  the  object  of  the 
rcaolution  was  exclusively  to  obtain  information,  the 
whole  aim  in  selecUng  the  papers  and  making  the 
communication,  was  to  put  the  House  in  possession 
of  such  information,  and  such  only,  as  would  best 
serve  to  elucidate  the  subject  to  which  it  related. 

But,  to  whatever  cause  the  omission  of  any  of  these 
papers  is  attributable,  the  omission  itself  is  unimpor- 
tant.    It  IS    believed   that  the  papers  communicated  I 
under  the  second  resolution,  or  the  great  mass  which 
has   been  communicated  under   the   third   resolution   I 
disclose  no  new  fact  which  it  was  important,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  subject  of  the  resolution,  either  to  commu- 
nicate or  to  withhold.     The  idea  of  concealment  was 
wholly  out  of  the    question.     The   delicate   nature  of  i 
many  of  the  letters  communicated  under  the  first  reso-  ' 
lution,  shows,  perhaps,  a  leaning  the  other  wav.    But, 
there  was  really  nothing  of  moment  to  be  concealed. 
The  general   outline   of  the    arrangemenU    with   the 
Western   banks   was  well   known.     They   had   been 
published  in  most  of  the  newspapers  in  the  countries 
interested  in  them  ;  and  they  were  familiar  to  many  ; 
gentlemen    in    Congress,    some    of  whom    had    been 
among  the  first  to  press  upon  the  Secretary  the  ne- 
cessity and  advantage  of  such  arrangements. 

Disclaiming,  then,  in  the  most  unqualified  manner, 
any  wish  or  intention  in  the  Secretary,  of  concealing 
any  part  of  his  conduct  in  relation  to  those  banks,  the 
opinion  is  confidently  repealed,  that,  after  an  exami- 
nation of  all  the  correspondence  that  has  been,  at 
various  times,  communicated  to  the  House,  it  will  be  j 
found  that,  although  more  ample  details  are  exhibited, 
because  the  papers  subsequently  presented  are  more 
numerous,  as  clear  and  faithful  a  view  of  the  connex-  i 
ion  between  the  Western  banks  and  the  Treasury, 
was  presented  under  the  first  resolution,  as  is  exhibit- 
ed in  the  whole  mass  of  the  correspondence.  But,  if 
the  fiact  were  otherwise,  nothing  could  be  more  unjust 
than  to  consider  the  omission  of  every  letter  not  com- 
municated under  that  resolution,  as  a  suppression  i 
with  an  improper  design.  I 

Although  these  explanations  may  be  deemed  a 
auffident  answer  to  Mr.  Edwards's  charge  of  sup- 
pression, generally,  yet,  there  are  some  particular  in- 
stances which  he  has  specially  dwelt  upon,  and  to 
which  he  attaches  particular  importance,  that  it  may 
be  well  specially  to  notice.  The  first  of  these  is,  the 
circumstance  that  "extracts"  were  communicated  in- 
stead of  entire  letters,  in  parts  of  the  correspondence 
with  the  Planters  and  Merchanu' Bank  of  Huntsville. 


By  referring  to  the  lettera   alluded   to,   and  which 
have  been   transmitted   entire,   under  the  last  resolu- 
tion of  the  House,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  parts  omit- 
ted   to    be    communicated,    relate    to    an    occurrence 
wholly  of  a  temporary  nature,  entirely  unimporUnt  in 
I  Itself,  and  having  no  bearing  whatever  on  the  subject 
j  of  the  call.      It  seems  that,  after  the  termination  of  the 
!  arrangement   between  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
I  and  the  Bank  at  HunUville,  the  Cashier  of  the  former 
I  drew  certain  drafts  upon  the  amount  standing  at  his 
j  credit  in  the  latter  bank.     These,  the  Bank  at  Hunts- 
ville declined  to  pay,  under  an  erroneous  idea  that  it 
was  accountable  to  the  Treasury  for  the  money. 
I       As  »oi>n  as  this  was  made  known  to  the  Secretary, 
I  he  wrote  to  the  Huntsville  Bank,  to  remove  the  mi's- 
I  understanding.     The  bank  justified  itself  by  quoting 
I  certain    expreasions    of   the    Secretary's    circular,    of 
i  July,  1819.     The  Secretary  replied  that,  if  the  bank 
I  had  quoted  correctly,  the  circular  must  have  been  im- 
perfect, and  desired  to  have  it  sent  back  for  examina- 
tion.    It  was  sent  back;  was  found  to  be  inaccurately 
I  copied;  the  misunderstanding  was  removed  ;  the  drafts 
I  were  paid ;  and  there  the  whole  matter  ended.     In  the 
;  passages  relating  to  this  subject,  notice  was  also  taken 
,  of  the  accidental  omission  of  the  bank  to  render  some 
j  returns.     These  are  the  parts  of  the  letters  in  the  cor- 
respondence which  were  not  communicated ;  and  this 
j  explanation  will  show  with  what  little  reason  it  has 
I  been  inferred  that  every  omission   in  the  correspond- 
j  ence  contains  something  which   the   Secretary  must 
I  have  an  improper  motive  to  conceal. 
I       These  observations  apply  to  all  the  extracts  trans- 
mitted in  that  correspondence,  except  the  letter  of  the 
President  of  the  Huntsville  Bank,  of  the  30th  Sep- 
tember, 1819.     As  this  letter  does  not  appear  to  have 
been  transmitted   under  the  last   resolution,  it  is  pre- 
sumed to  have  been  mislaid.     The  purport  of  the  pre- 
ceding part  of  it  is  not  recollected,  but  search  is  now 
making  for  it,  and  as  soon  as  it  is  found,  it  will  be 
communicated. 

An  additional  importance  is  attached,  by  Mr.  Ed- 
wards, to  the  circumstance  of  "  extracu"  being  sent 
in  this  case,  as  contradicting  that  part  of  the  Secre- 
tary's testimony  before  a  former  select  committee  of 
the  House,  which,  speaking  of  the  correspondence 
generally,  states  that,  in  consequence  of  the  pressure 
of  business,  the  original  letters  and  rough  drafts  had 
been  communicated  under  the  resolution  of  ihe  I4th 
February,  1822.  No  such  contradiction,  however, 
can  be  imagined  without  misinterpreting  the  obvious 
import  of  the  Secretary's  words.  He  spoke  of  the 
communication  generally;  and  it  is  a  fact  well  known, 
that  it  consisted  almost  entirely  of  originals  and 
rough  drafts.  But  it  is  irreconcileable  with  common 
sense,  to  suppose  that  he  meant  to  convey  the  idea 
that  papers  which  bore  on  their  face  the  title  of  "  ex- 
tracts, which  he  had  himself  communicated  and 
described  as  "  extracts,"  were  either  originals  or  rough 
drafts. 

Neither  the  Secretary  nor  -Mr.  Dickins  has  any 
where  said,  in  their  testimony,  as  Mr.  Edwards  sup- 
poses, that  the  latter  delivered  all  the  originals  and 
rough  drafts  to  the  Secretary,  and  that  the  Secretary 
sent  them  all  to  the  House,  'i'he  fact  is  otherwise. 
All  the  correspondence  with  the  banks  referred  to, 
was  not  called  for,  as  has  been  already  shown  ;  nor 
was  it  ever  asserted  that  all  was  sent.  .Mr.  Dickins 
collected,  as  he  has  stated,  all  the  correspondence 
that  he  could  find,  filed  and  unfiled,  that  was  likely  to 
have  any  bearing  on  the  subject;  from  tliis  he  selected 
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tion;  and  such  "pxtracu"  as  were  made,  werf  made 
unJerthe  exercise  of  thia  jadgment.  After  the  papers 
had  been  thus  selected  and  arranged,  he  laid  thera  be- 
fore the  Secretary,  together  with  such  statements  in 
relation  to  other  parta  of  the  resolution,  as  the  Secre- 
tary might  require  for  his  report.  These  papers  were 
in  the  possession  of  the  Secretary  while  he  prepared 
his  report,   but  were  referred  to   no  further  than  was 


such  as,  in  his  judgment,  was  required  by  the  resolu-  |  of  its  being  on  a  file  not  before  the  person   by  whom 
.. -_.  ^     J  ,       ttie  corretpondence  was  selected. 

The  Secretary  is  not  aware,  that  any  other  letters 
on  the  confidential  tile  appertain  to  the  objects  of  the 
present  inquiry.  He  submits,  however,  such  of  thera 
as  are  addressed  to  banks,  to  the  examination  of  the 
committee.  He  takes  the  occasion,  also,  to  tender  to 
the  committee,  as  he  did  to  the  committee  appointed 
under  the  resolution  of  the  6th  of  February,  1823, 
necessary  for  that  object ;  and  the  correspondence  the  inspection  of  any  of  the  records  or  correspondence 
thus  prepared  by  Mr.  Dickins,  was  transmitted,  in  the  i  in  the  Department,' that  may  be  deemed  necessary  to 
same  state,  to  the  House.  This  circumstance  will  ex-  '  elucidate  any  of  the  matters  connected  with  the 
plain  the   appearance  of  the  marks  on  the  passages     inquiry. 

which  Mr.  Dickins  has  stated  to  have  been  marked  by  '  Having  disposed  of  all  the  minor  topics  of  accusa- 
him  for  the  purpose  of  calling  the  Secretary's  atten-  tion  brought  against  the  Secretary  in  Mr.  Edwards'a 
tion  to  them,  and  which,  if  they  had  been  observed  '  address,  it  now  remains  to  notice  the  grave  charge 
by  the  Secretary,  would  have  been  acted  on  by  him,  I  which  he  has  preferred,  of  having  mismanaged  the 
either  by  directing  the  marks  to  be  removed,  or  ex-  I  national  funds.  As  far  as  this  charge  is  founded  upon 
tracU  excluding  those  passages  to  be  prepared.  |  the   particular   transactions  which    have    formed    the 

To  remove  all  pretext  ior  the  insinuation  which  '  subject  of  the  foregoing  observations,  it  is  presumed 
Mr.  Edwards  has  founded  upon  the  circumstance  of  to  be  sutficientiv  refuted.  The  only  remaining  ground 
Mr.  Dickins  having  been  employed  to  select  the  pa-  !  of  charge  then  is,  the  measure  of  employing  the  Sute 
pers,  in   this  case,  instead  of  Mr.   Jones,    the    Chief    banks  as  depositories  of  the   public   moneys   in  the 


Clerk,  to  whom  it  had  been  usual  to  commit  the  selec 
tion  of  papers  required  by  Congress,  it  is  proper  to 
state,  that  the  resolution  of  the  House  did,  in  this 
instance,  take  the  usual  course  of  reference  to  Mr. 
Junes;  and  that  it  was  at  his  request,  and  upon  his 
suggestion  of  the  propriety  of  referring  it  to  Mr.  Dick- 
ins, because  of  his  better  knowltdge  of  the  subject,  that 
the  duty  was  transferred  to  him. 

There  is  one  other  omission  in  the  correspondence 
which  hus    been   emphatically  alluded  to   by  Mr.  Ed- 


Western  country. 

The  circumsUnces  by  which  this  measure  was  ren- 
dered necescary,  and  the  views  with  which  it  was 
adopted  under  the  sanction  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  have  already  been  explained  in  the 
Secretary's  report,  of  the  14lh  February,  1822,  and  in 
bis  letter  to  the  select  committee,  of  the  24th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1823,  to  which  a  reference  is  now  requested. 
It  may  be  proper,  however,  to  remark  here,  that, 
throughout   the  Western  country,  a  general    and  se- 


wards  and  which  shall,  therefore,  be  particularly  vere  distress  had  followed  the  resumption  of  specie 
noticed  It  IS  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  to  the  Pres-  |  payments.  On  the  part  of  the  Treasury,  e^ery  dis- 
,/,n         ^  "     I'  Huntsv.lle,  of  the  9th  of  July,  !  position  had  been  entertained   to  makf  the  demands 

1819  ;  and  is  more  than  once  referred  to  in  other  parts  of  the  Govi  rnment  press  lightly  on  a  suffering  people, 
of  the  corresjwndence  :   whether  it  had  been  commu-  i  With  this  view  the  Receivers  and  Collectors  had  been 


nicated  or  not,  was  never  a  subject  of  investigation 
with  the  Secretary,  until  the  notice  taken  of  it  in  Mr. 
Edwards's  address  rendered  the  inquiry  necessary. 
After  a  thorough  examination,  however,  it  could  not 
\*e  found,  either  among  the  records  or  rough  draughts  ; 
but,  on  referring,  as  a  last  resort,  to  a  file  of  confidential 
correspondence  which  is  kept  by  Mr.  Jones,  th 


authorized,  generally,  to  receive  in  paymenU  to  the 
United  States  all  the  specie  paying  bank  notes  in  cir- 
culation ;  and  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  had 
liberally  seconded  the  views  of  the  Treasury,  by  au- 
thorizing the  reception  of  these  funds  from  the  Re- 
ceivers and  Collectors.  This  experiment,  though  it 
gave  relief  to  the   public  debtors,  had  been   found  in- 


-      -  -•'®  rough 

draft  of  the   etter  was  there  discovered.     A  copy  of  it  I  juriou.  to  the  well.rc  of  the  bank  ;  and;  by'a"proper 
IS  herewith  transmitted.    According  to  the  views  with     "  *'  ...      '■""•'/■  I"^"F*'^ 


which  the  correspondence  was  selected,  under  the  first 
resoluUon  of  the  House,  this  letter  was  one  which 
would  have  been  then  communicated.  It  is  believed, 
however,  that  the  sentiments  and  opinions  disclosed 
in  it,  are  far  from  furnishing  a  subject  of  blame  to  the 
SecreUry  ;  and,  as  he  had  communicated  a  letter  of 
similar  import,  written  on  the  same  day,  to  the  Tom- 
bigbee  Bank,  it  may  be  inferred,  that  he  was  not 
withheld  by  any  improper  considerations  of  delicacy 
in  respect  to  the  rnaitem  to  which  they  both  relate 
from  communicating  this  letter  also.  It  is  believed 
that  the  letter  to  the  Tombigbee  Bank,  of  the  9th  of 
July,  1819,  was  also  marked  "  confidential."  and  the 
opinion  is  strengthened  by  the  reference  made 
as  "confidential,"  by  the  President  of  the  Bar. 
his  letter  of  the  13th  August,  1819,  The  word  '*'  v, 
fidential,"  was  probably  omitted  through  inadvertence, 
in  the  copy  that  was  retained  in  the  Department ; 
and  thus  it  went  upon  the  ordinary  records.  If  this 
opinion  is  correct,  the  communication  of  this  letter 
corroborates  the  fact  that  the  omission  to  communi- 
cate the  letter  to  the  HuntsvilJe  Bank,  was  not  owing 
to  the  matters  it  contained,  but  to  the  circumstance 


to  It 

e    Bank,  in 

con- 


regard  for  its  own  safety,  that  institution  considered 
Itself  constrained  to  decline  the  reception  of  almost  all 
of  those  funds  which  form  the  currency  of  that  portion 
of  the  country,  and  of  those  which  alone  it  could  pru- 
dently Uke,  scarcely  any  were  in  circulation.  What 
effect  this  change  had  upon  the  stale  o{  things  may 
be  inferred  from  a  few  extracts  from  some  of  the  com- 
munications which  were  about  that  time  made  to  the 
Secretary  in  relation  to  the  subject. 

**  The  debtors  of  the  United  States,"  say  the  Direct- 
ors of  the  Bank  of  Vincennes,  in  their  memorial  of 
the  9th  January,  1819,  "in  the  Western  country, 
labor  under  distressing  and  almost  insuperable  diffi- 
culties in  meeting  their  engagements;  not  so  much 
from  the  want  of  means ;  as  from  the  scarcity  of  such 
funds  as  are  receivable  in  payment  of  public  lands. 
Should  the  country  continue  in  its  present  situation 
with  respect  to  these  funds,  many  an  honest  citizen, 
many  an  industrious  farmer, who  has  migrated  to  this 
country,  and  has  paid  his  last  eighty  dollars  as  a  first 
instalment  on  his  quarter  section  of  land,  will  be  com- 
pelled, at  the  end  of  five  ytars,  to  leave  his  favorate 
spot,  his  cabin,  and  all  the  comfortable  improvemenU, 
which  the  labor  of  his  own  bands  has  acquired,  and 
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with  bis  wife  and  children,  seek  a  new  home,  without 
money  to  procure  it.     And  why  ?     Because  the  pro- 
duce of  his  farm,  although  he  may  have  an  abundance 
to  spire,   will   not  command  such  funds  as  Govern- 
ment demand   for   the  completion  of  his   payments. 
Other  representations,  which  are  herewith  transmitted, 
from   Senators  and  Representatives,  whose  character 
IS  a  sufticient  guarantee   for  the   truth  of  their  state- 
menu,  corroborate  these  views.     The  Hon.  Mr.  Her- 
rick,  in  a  letter  of  the  llth  of  March,  1818,  considers 
the  adoption  of  some  measure  on  the  subject  as  desir- 
able, as  well  with   «  view  to   relieve   the  people,  as  to 
preserve  their  affections  for  the  present  administration 
of  the  General  Government.     The  Hon.  Waller  Tay- 
lor, in  a  letter  of  the  3ist  March,    1818,  encloses  a 
letter  from   a  respectable  source,  sUting  that  twenty 
per  cent,  had  been  given  by  those  who  hud  payments 
to  make  in  the  land  offices,  to  obtain  such  money  as 
would  be  received  ;  that  few  entries  of  land  were  made  ; 
and  that  many  who  had  come  from  a  distance  to  enter 
land,  had   gone  away  without  doing  so,  because  the 
money  tbey  had    brought,   though  consisting  of  the 
noti*  of  banks  of  established  character,  could  not  be  ' 
received.     And    Mr.  Taylor  concurs   in  opinion,  that  ' 
the  operation  of  the  existing  a>stem  was  prejudicial  to 
the  purchasers  of  public  lands,  as  well  as  the  citizens  I 
of  the  State.      In  a  joint  letter  addressed  to  the  Secre-  I 
tary,  on  the   18th  April,   1818,  by  fourteen  Western 
!?if.??^*"  ®M-°"8^ess.  viz:   the  Hon.  Joseph   Desha, 
William  H.  Harnson,  Robert  Moore,  Henry  Baldwin 
William    Hendricks,    James    Noble,    Waller    Taylor 
Richard   C.  Anderson,   Levi   Barber,  Thomas  Speed' 
John  W.  Campbell,  Samuel  Herrick,  Peter  Hitchcock 
and  Philemon   Beecher ;   these  gentlemen   all  concur 
in  stating,  that  "every  mail  from   the  West  brings  us 
the  complainu  and  requests  of  the  people,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  pecuniary  atate  of  our  country  ;"  and  they 
conclude,  by  recommending,  as  a  me^ure  of  vital  im- 
portance, the  redemption  of  such  Western   paper  of 
specie-paying  banks,  as  were    in  good    creilil.     The 
Hon.  J.   McLean,  of  Illinois  in  a  letter  of  the  6ih  of 
June,  1819,  speaking  of  one  of  the  districts  in  that 
State,   makes    the    following    representation :  "  I    am 
well  assured,  from  my  own  knowledge,  and  the  letters 
of  rei^pecUble  gentlemen  in  that  part  of  the  country, 
that,  if  every  note  that  will  be  received  in  payment  of 
land,  and  every  dollar  of  specie  that  is  in  the  country, 
were  in    the   hands  of  those  indebted   to  the  Govern- 
ment for  land,  it  would  be  insufficient  to  enable  more 
than  one  tenth  man  of  our  settlers  to  comply  with  his 
engagement.     I  almost  daily  receive  letters  from  the 
people  of  Shawneetown   Land    District,  and  t>f  that 
part  of  Ilhnois  included  in  the  Vincennes  District,  sta- 
ting that  they  are  in  a  situation  truly  distressing,  and 
that,  unless  there  be  some  amelioration  in  the  direc- 
tions to  the  Receivers,  that  the  time  is  but  very  short, 
unUl   they  expect  to  see  the  little  farm  and   dwelling 
they  have  provided  for  the  support  and  shelter  of  them- 
selves and  family,  torn  from  them  by  the  merciless  ava- 
ricious  speculator.     I   am  sorry  to   be  constrained   to 
say,  that  their  apprehensions  are  but  too  justly  predi- 
cated, and  that  they  represent  facts." 

These  are  letters  which  have  presented  themselves 
on  a  hasty  reference  to  the  files  of  the  Department.  It 
18  well  remembered,  however,  that  numerous  and  ear- 
nest personal  representations  were  made  by  other 
gentlemen  in  Congress,  both  as  to  the  pecuniary  dis- 
tre«ses  of  the  Western  country,  and  the  necesbity  of  a 
change  in  the  existing  regulations.  Representations 
like  these,  could  not  be  received  with  indifference.  It 
IStJi  Con.  1st  Sesb &7 


is  to  be  recollected,  also,  that,  at  the  timt  when  this 
sute  of  things  existed,  the  debt  due  for  public  lands 
amounted  to  about  twenty  millions  of  dollars;  the 
greatest  part  of  which  had  been  contracted  during  the 
suspension  of  specie  paymenU.  Upon  mature  reflec- 
tion, therefore,  and  with  th«  approbation  of  the  Presi- 
dent, it  was  deemed  advisable  to  make  the  arrange- 
menU  with  the  Western  banks,  which  are  the  subject 
of  Mr.  Edwards's  condemnation. 

The  details  of  these  arrangemenU  are  so  fully  ex- 
hibited in  the  Secretary's  former  communications  oa 
the  subject,  that  it  is  not  thought  necessary  here  to 
explain  them. 

As  far  as  the  interesU  of  the  people,  and  of  tb« 
Treasury,  were  concerned,  it  is  believed  that  those  ar- 
rangements were  not  merely  defensible,  but  commend- 
able. As  far  as  the  measure  affected  the  interesU  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  it  is  believed  to  be 
equally  deserving  of  approbation.  In  a  letter  writtea 
by  the  Secretary  to  the  President  of  that  institution, 
on  the  Hih  September,  1819,  he  thus  explained  tha 
motives  which,  as  far  as  the  bank  was  concerned,  in- 
fluenced his  course  on  the  subject  : 

"  It  has  been  my  constant  endeavor,  for  more  than 
twelve  months  pa»t,  to  prevent,  as  far  as  practicable, 
.ill  collision  between  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
and  the  Sute  banks ;  as  far  at  least  as  that  collisioa 
might  be  connected  with  the  transactions  of  this  De- 
partment. It  is  not  my  intention,  therefore,  to  give 
drafu  upon  the  State  banks  for  public  money,  with- 
out previously  arranging  with  them  the  mode  of 
payment. 

"Acting  upon  the  same  principle,  I  have  endeavored, 
in  the  course  of  the  present  year,  to  make  arrange- 
ments with  the  State  banks  in  the  Western  Sutes, 
by  which  they  should  become  the  depositories  of  the 
public  money  collected  in  that  section  of  the  Union. 
I  considered  the  deposites  there  positively  injurious  to 
the  bank,  for  the  following  reasons,  vir  : 

"  1st.  That  the  offices  had  already  extended  their 
discounts  in  Ohio  and  Kentucky,  further  than  was 
consistent  with  the  interest  of  the  bank. 

"  2d.  That  every  dollar  deposited  in  them  on  ac- 
count of  the  Government,  that  could  not  be  disbursed 
there,  would  have  to  be  employed  in  discounU,  or 
transferred  to  the  bank  in  Philadelphia,  or  iu  Eastern 
offices. 

"  3d.  That  owing  to  the  sUte  of  exchange,  trans- 
fers could  only  be  made  by  the  transportation  of  specie 
across  the  mountains. 

"4th.  That,  owing  to  the  geographical  position  of 
Kentucky  and  Ohio,  the  public  expenditure  would  be 
extremely  limited. 

"  6th.  That  the  transportation  of  specie  from  the 
Western  to  the  Eastern  States,  by  the  bank,  invaria- 
bly bad  produced,  and  would  continue  to  produce,  ir- 
riUtion  in  the  public  mind  against  the  bank. 

"An  additional  reason  for  endeavoring  to  make 
Sute  banks  in  that  section  of  the  Union  the  deposito- 
ries  of  the  public  money,  was  to  increase  the  receipts, 
by  enabling  the  public  debtors  to  pay  in  the  notes 
of  specie-paying  banks,  which  would  not  be  re- 
ceived by  them,  without  increasing  that  collision, 
which  it  was  my  desire  to  diminish."  • 

These  views,  it  is  believed,  were  too  just,  not  to 
meet  the  approbation  of  the  distinguished  individual 
who  presided  over,  and  of  the  enlightened  Board 
which  then  directed  the  affairs  of,  that  institution. 
Accordingly,  Mr.  Cheves,  in  his  answer  of  the  6th 
October,  1819,  thus  expresses  himself:  ♦'The  Board 
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entirely  concurs  with  you  in  the  Tiews  you  take,  as  to 
the  Government  collections  and  depositee  iu  the  West- 
ern States,  which  they  believe  to  be  calculatey  to  ease 
the  moneyed  pressure  on  that  portion  ol  the  country, 
as  well  as  to  meet  the  interests  of  the  Government, 
and  relieve  the  bank  from  embarrasAng  collisions  with 
local  banking  institutions." 

It  happened,  however,  that,  in  three  of  the  places 
where  the  banks  were  situated,  with  which  the  Secre- 
tary had  made  these  arrangements,  branches  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  were  also  established.  By 
the  charter  of  that  bank,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Secre- 
tary to  have  stated  to  Congress,  at  its  neit  session, 
the  reasons  why  he  had  directed  deposites  of  the 
public  money  to  be  made  in  these  three  banks.  This 
statement,  through  inadvertence,  was  not  made,  as  the 
Secretary  has  stated  in  his  letter  of  the  24th  February, 
1623,  to  the  select  committee  of  the  House.  But,  as 
a  full  eiplanation  of  the  motives  of  these  arrange- 
ments had  been  made  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  whose  interests  it  was  the  object  of  that  pro- 
vision in  the  charter  to  guard,  and  as  that  institution 
had  approved  of  the  arrangements,  and  as  the  arrange- 
ments themselves  had  been  published  in  various  news- 
papers ;  and  as  the  facts  which  were  to  be  reported  to 
Congress  were  of  general  notoriety,  it  is  submitted, 
whether  the  Secretary  could  have  had  any  motive  for 
withholding  the  formal  communication  of  the  infor- 
mation to  Congress. 

On  the  policy  of  the  measure  adopted  by  the  Secre- 
tary in  the  employment  of  the  Western  banks,  it  is 
presumed  there  can  be  no  doubt.  That  it  has  not 
been  entirely  successful,  is  considered  to  be  a  subject 
rather  of  regret  than  of  censure.  But  that  it  has  been 
mainly  beneficial  it  is  thought  will  not  be  denied  by 
thoae  who  candidly  examine  the  subject  in  all  iu 
bearings.  And  although  very  little  ultimate  loss  is 
expected,  yet  if  the  whole  sum  now  due  by  those  banks 
which  have  stopped  payment  were  to  be  lost,  it  is  be- 
lieved that  the  advantages  which  have  resulted  to  the 
country  will  have  been  cheaply  purchased  at  that  cost. 

As  some  misunderstanding  in  respect  to  the  special 
deposites  seems  to  prevail  in  the  public  mind,  result- 
ing from  the  misrepresentations  that  have  been  made 
on  the  subject,  it  may  be  proper  to  take  this  occasion 
to  remove  it. 

About  the  time  that  the  present  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  took  charge  of  that  Department,  the  special 
«kpo»ite  amounted  to  upwards  of  three  millions  of  dol- 
lars, being,  on  the  31st  ol  December,  1816,  $3,031,459, 
all  of  whirh  has  since  been  converted  into  cash  fundi", 
except  $291,803.  At  the  date  of  the  Secretary's  report 
of  the  22d  February,  1823,  the  amount  of  the  special 
deposite  was  $927,107,  including  the  $291,803  above 
mentioned.  Of  this  sum  of  $927,107,  about  $64,000 
have  since  been  paid.*  Hence,  it  appears,  that  of 
the  whole  sum  now  on  special  deposite,  only  about 
$571,000,  including  the  sum  due  by  the  defsulling 
Western  banks,  have  become  special  during  the  pre 

•  This  sum  consisn  of  »5,i»  76  receired  from  ihe  Miami  Ex- 

K?I5^  ^'^•••^y- »"^'^'^^.  '■'•°">  '»'«  Banlt  t'f  Huntiviilp,  anJ 
»10,*1J  X  in  discharsc  of  Uie  deti  due  by  ihe  Branch  Bank  of 
Keoluckr,  ai  UnjuviUe. 

U  IS  U-liPved,  however,  that  ii  will  no#  be  iwpor  lo  include  in 
thr  special  deposiie  ihe  sum  due  l)>  the  Biiik  (J"  LoIumbiJ, 
amouming  lo  «;7e,361  87  ;  of  iliiH  sum,  all  bui  fony  thousand  dol- 
lars were  «()^i*l  w.hea  ilic  pi^eoi  Secretary  camn  nuo  the  Trea- 
sury, and  wdS  placed  in  this  bank  Jarihn  purpo*f  tJ'  being  con- 
vmrd  in u.  cash  funds,  as  siaied  in  the  Secretary's  rpp.>rt  of  the 
14ih  of  I-ebruary,  lt*2.  Havin?  eff.cied  this  object,  the  bank  is 
not  DOW  m  a  condiiioo  la  refund  ihe  moQpy,  but  an  arran<eiiieiii 
has  been  made  by  which  the  paymem  o(  i:,  wi:h  inlerMt,  has 
Men,  It  is  believed,  well  secured. 


•ent  Secretary's  administration  of  the  Department. 
When  it  is  considered  that  this  embraces  a  period  of 
about  seven  years,  during  which  great  disorders  hare 
existed,  and  a  great  revolution  has  been  effected  in  the 
currency,  and  during  which  upwards  of  one  hundred 
and  sixty-three  millions  of  dollars  have  been  paid  into 
the  Treasury,  exclusive  of  loans  and  Treasury  notes  ; 
and  that  of  this  sum,  upwards  of  twenty-one  millions 
and  a  half  of  dollars  having  been  received  from  the 
sale  of  lands,  and  internal  duties  and  taxes  must  have 
been  collected  in  those  portions  of  the  country  where 
the  greatest  disorders  existed  ;  when  these  circum- 
stances are  considered,  it  is  believed  that  the  sum 
which  has  become  uncurrent  during  the  Secretary's 
administration  of  the  Treasury,  instead  of  furnishing 
ground  either  of  censure  or  surprise  by  its  magnitude, 
justifies  the  conclusion,  that  in  this  respect,  as  he 
trusts  will  be  found  the  case  in  all  others,  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  has  not  mismanaged  the  national 
funds. 

In  conclusion,  the  Secretary  has  the  honor  to  state, 
that,  although  it  is  believed  that  every  material  charge 
contained  in  the  address  of  Mr.  Edwards  has  now  been 
satisfactorily  explained,  yet  if,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
committee,  any  further  explanation  be  deemed  neces- 
sary, it  wilt  afiard  him  pleasure  to  give  it,  either  per- 
sonally or  in  writing. 

W.M.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

Mr.  Livingston  moved  that  the  report  be  laid 
OD  the  table,  and  printed. 

Mr.  Forsyth  hoped  that  a  copy  would  be  sent, 
by  order  of  the  House,  to  the  President  of  the 
United  Slates. 

The  question  was  divided,  and  being  first  put  on 
laying  the  report  on  the  table,  it  was  carried. 

Mr.  Cook  expressed  an  intention  to  address  the 
House,  should  the  report  be  called  up  for  consid- 
eration, and  hoped  it  would  be  printed  in  time. 

The  question  on  printing  was  then  put,  and 
carried. 

Mr.  Livingston  then  offered,  by  direction  of 
the  committee,  the  following: 

'^Ordered,  That  the  committee,  to  which  was  refer- 
red the  Address  of  Ninian  Edwards,  be  required  to  ait 
after  the  adjournment  of  the  House,  for  such  time  aa 
shall  be  necessary,  in  their  judgment,  for  further  ex- 
amination; that  any  additional  report  which  may  be 
made  by  them,  be  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Clerk  of  the 
House;  and  that  any  three  members  of  the  committee 
be  a  qucrrum  for  the  transaction  ot  business." 

Mr.  Williams  wished  that  the  resolution  should 
be  suffered  lo  lie  on  the  table  for  one  day. 

Mr.  Taylor  hoped  that  the  House  wa;*  prepared 
to  act  on  the  resolution  without  delay. 

Mr.  McDuFFiE  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table; 
and,  the  question  being  put,  it  was  carried — ayes  92. 

Mr.  Forsyth  then  moved  that  a  copy  of  this 
report  be  transmitted  by  the  Clerk  of  this  House 
to  the  President  of  the  United  States.  He  ob- 
served, that  the  same  courtesy  which  bad  dictated 
the  former  communication,  when  the  memorial 
was  presented,  and  the  committee  had  sent  for  Mr. 
Edwards,  was  proper  on  the  present  occasion. 

Mr.  Webster  said,  that,  with  great  deference 
to  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Georgia,  it  ap- 
peared to  him  that,  when  the  resolution  proposed 
in  the  report  of  the  commiiiee  should  be  adopted, 
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it  would  then  be  proper  to  make  such  communi- 
cation, but  not  in  the  present  stage  of  proceeding. 
Mr.  Forsyth  then  moved  to  lay  the  resolution 
he  offered  on  the  table,  till  the  delerraination  of 
the  House  with  respect  to  that  reported  by  the 
committee  should  be  known.— Agreed  to. 

PUBLIC  LAND  DEBT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cook,  the  House  took  up  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  to  provide  for  the  extinguish- 
ment of  the  public  debt  due  to  the  United  States 
by  the  purchasers  of  public  lands. 

Mr.  C.  offered  an  amendment,  which  goes  to 
extend  the  provisions  of  the  act  to  a  class  of  set- 
tlers not  now  included  in  its  relief;  and  supported 
It  by  a  course  of  observations  explanatory  of  the 
circumstances  of  the  case. 

Mr.  Vance,  of  Ohio,  proposed  to  amend  it  by 
confining  its  operations  to  a  different  class. 

Mr.  Cook  objected  to  this  amendment,  as  leav- 
ing a  deserving  class  of  sufferers  without  any  re- 
lief. ' 

Mr.  Vance  suggested  to  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois  to  modify  his  amendment,  by  a  proviso, 
guarding  it  from  misapplication. 

Mr.  Kan  KIN  spoke  in  opposition  to  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Cook. 

When,  it  being  found  that  a  quorum  was  not 
present,  a  call  of  the  House  was  moved,  and  or- 
dered. 

The  roll  was  called,  in  part,  accordingly,  when 
a  quorum  appearing,  the  farther  call  was  dispensed 
with.  "^ 

The  debate  was  then  resumed  by  Messrs.  Cook 
Wood,  McArthuh,  McCoy,  Whipple,  and  Liv- 
ermore;  when  all  the  amendments  were  rejected. 
The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

ARKANSAS  BOUNDARY. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Conway  the  House,  in  Com- 
mittee ot  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Sharps  in  the  Chair  ) 
considered  the  bill  to  fix  the  western  boundary  line 
ol  the  Territory  of  Arkansas. 

On  this  bill  an  animated  debate  of  considerable 
extent  arose,  in  which  Mr.  Rankin  opposed  the 
extension  ol  the  present  boundary  of  that  Terri- 
tory, as  violating  the  provision  of  Indian  treaties 
as  giving  an  improper  size  lo  the  future  State  into' 
which  this  Territory  will  soon  be  formed.  He 
denied  the  right  of  the  settlers  to  the  lands  they 
occupied,  and  contended  that  that  Territory  outrht 
lo  afford  a  resting  place  to  the  Indians  from  the 
eastern  side  of  the  Mississippi,  &c. 

Mr.  Conway  remonstrated  with  warmth  against 
forty  thousand  Choctaw  Indians  turned  in  among 
the  settlements  of  Arkansas,  to  turn  out  those  who 
had  subdued  the  wilderness,  and  were  surrounded 
with  improvements,  the  fruit  of  their  own  labor 
tields,  mills,  cotton  factories,  distilleries,  Ac.  He 
contended  that  the  limits  ol  the  Territory  should 
be  removed  larther  to  the  West,  to  allow  room  lor 
these  Indians,  having  a  separate  home  from  the 
whites,  &c.,  and  to  give  strength  to  Arkansas  as 
a  future  Irontier  State. 

Mr.  Wood  made  some  remarks  in  opposition  to 
the  bill. 


Mr.  Clay  advocated  the  passage  of  the  bill- 
represented  the  hardships  of  the  circumstances  of 
ihe  settlers — considered  the  new  Territories  as 
younger  daughters  in  the  common  federative  fam- 
ily, and,  as  such,  entitled  to  an  indulgent  policy- 
denied  that  the  size  of  the  erritory  must  neces- 
sarily govern  the  size  of  the  future  State  to  be 
formed  out  of  it,  and  even  if  it  did,  he  urged  the 
policy  of  making  Arkansas  a  strong  frontier  State. 
The  bill  only  asks  the  Indians  to  consent  to  remore 
the  line  farther  west,  and  does  not  violate  any 
treaty.  It  had  received  the  deliberate  considera- 
tion of  the  Senate,  and  he  hoped  it  would  pa&s 
this  House. 

Mr.  Rankin  rejoined.  If  this  extension  of  the 
limits  be  allowed,  the  whole  must  be  received  as 
a  State,  or  a  small  section  of  its  western  part  must 
remain  (probably  forever)  a  Territory,  or  else  the 
Indians  must  be  driven  still  farther  west. 

Mr.  Clay  responded.  If  Louisiana  was  not  as 
large  as  the  gentleman  could  wish,  it  was  an  ar- 
gument rather  for  than  against  this  bill.  He  (Mr. 
C.)  had  opposed  the  treaty  by  which  Texas  was 
ceded,  and  Louisiana  consequently  reduced  in  ex- 
tent. If  Louisiana  was  comparatively  weak,  the 
greater  need  that  the  adjoining  frontier  State 
should  be  a  strong  one. 

The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Mr.  Wood, 
Mr.  F.  Johnson,  and  Mr.  Isacks,  when  the  Com- 
mittee rose,  and  reported  the  bill  to  the  House ;  and, 
the  question  being  put  on  its  final  passage,  it  was 
decided  in  the  negative — ayes  52,  noes  56. 

Two  Messages  were  received  from  the  President 
of  the  United  Stales;  the  one  transmitting  an  ad- 
dition lo  the  Digest  of  Foreign  Commercial  Law, 
previously  transmitted— the  other,  certain  docu- 
ments called  for  in  relation  to  foreign  spoliations 
on  our  commerce,  &c. 
And  then  the  House  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  May  26. 

Mr.  Webster,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  rep- 
resentative of  Thomas  Robinson,  deceased,"  re- 
ported the  same  without  amendment;  and  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  this  day. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  to  which  were  referred  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  lo  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  amendatory  of  an  act  to  incorporate  the 
inhabitants  of  the  City  of  Washington,  passed 
the  15th  of  May,  1820,"  reported  their  agreement 
to  the  same.  The  amendments  were  then  read, 
and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  John  Mitchell,  agent  of  prisoners  of 
war  at  Halifax,  with  a  further  amendment,  order- 
ing certain  parts  of  his  account  to  be  settled  on 
principles  of  equity,  and  a  balance  of  five  thou- 
sand dollars  passed  to  his  credit,  (lost  by  the  al>- 
sconding  of  a  third  person.)  were  concurred  in. 

The  resolution,  yesterday  offered  hy  Mr.  Cam- 
breleng,  calling  for  information  with  respect  to 
the  amount  of  French  spoliations,  was  called  up, 
and  being  by  the  mover  amended  so  as  to  extend 
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to  thirty  instead  of  eight  years,  was  adopted  by 
the  House. 

Mr  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Joseph  Forrest,"  reported  ihe  same  with- 
out amendment;  and  the  bill  was  laid  upon  the 
table. 

The  resolution  laid  on  the  table  yesterday,  by 
Mr.  Stewart,  was  taken  up,  read,  and  agreed  to 
by  the  House,  amended  to  read  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  report  to  this  House,  at  the  next  sevsion  of 
Congress,  the  amount  of  losses  sustained,  during  the 
last  thirty  years,  upon  bonds  given  for  the  duties  upon 
imports,  distinguubing  the  amount  in  each  year;  and 
to  state  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what,  measures 
should  be  adopted  by  Congresti,  to  prevent  similar 
loese^  in  future;  and,  also,  what  rfiect  the  total  re- 
peal, or  a  limitation,  of  the  credits,  now  given  for 
said  duties,  would,  in  his  opinion,  have  upon  the  rev- 
enue. 

Mr.  Hamilton  laid  the  following  resolution  on 
the  table,  for  consideration  to  morrow,  viz  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  War  Depart* 
ment  be  instructed  to  lay  before  Congress,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  next  session  of  Congress,  a 
statement  of  the  present  state  of  the  works  at  Dau- 
phin Island,  and  of  the  materials  which  were  collected 
at  that  point ;  as  well,  also,  a  statement  of  the  proba- 
ble loss  which  the  country  may  have  sustained  from 
the  suspension  of  said  works;  and  that  he,  moreover, 
be  instructed  to  submit  a  plan  and  estimate  for  the 
works  to  be  erected  on  Dauphin  Island;  provided,  the 
Executive  should  still  deem  such  forti6cationK  ne- 
cessary. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  the  representative  of  Thomas  Rob- 
inson, deceased,"  was  read  the  third  lime,  and 
passed. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Foreign  Affair.s,  made  on  the 
24ih  instant,  on  memorials  and  petitions  upon  the 
subject  of  spoliations  on  the  commerce  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales,  committed  by  authority  of  the  French 
Government ;  whereupon,  it  was  I 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  ' 
be  requested  to  lay  before  this  House,  at  the  next 
session,  as  early  as  the  public  interest  will  permit,  ' 
the  correspondence  which  may  have  been  held  with  I 
the  Government  of  France,  prior  to  that  time,  on 
the  subject  of  injuries  sustained   by  citizens  of 
the  United  Stales  since  the  year  1806. 

A  message  from  the  House  informed  the  Sen- 
ate that  they  have  passed  bills  of  ihis  House,  of 
the  following  tiiles,  with  amendments,  viz:  An 
act  auihorizing  the  employment  of  additional 
clerks,  and  certain  messengers  and  assistants,  and 
other  persons,  in  the  several  departments  ;  An  act 
making  further  appropriations  for  the  military 
service  of  the  United  States,  for  the  year  1824, 
and  for  other  purposes  ;  [Indian  affairs.]  An  act 
to  authorize  the  building  of  lighthouses,  light- 
vessels,  and  beacons,  therein  mentioned,  and  for 
other  purposes  ;  An  act  enabling  the  claimants  to 
land  within  ihe  Stale  of  Missouri  and  Territory 


of  Arkansas  to  institute  proceedings  to  try  the 
validity  of  their  claims;  in  which  amendmeDts 
they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  last  mentioned,  was  read  and  concurred  in  by 
the  House. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  building  of 
lighthouse}",  light-vessels,  and  beacons,  therein 
mentioned,  and  for  other  purposes,"  were  read, 
and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  stale  of  the  Union. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  'An  act  auihorizing  the  employment 
of  additional  clerks,  and  certain  messengers  and 
assistants,  and  other  persons,  in  the  several  De- 
partments," were  read,  and  concurred  in  by  the 
House. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  further  appropri- 
ations for  the  military  service  of  the  United  Slates 
for  the  year  1824,  and  for  other  purposes,"  were 
read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The   bill  from   the   Senate  "for   the  relief  of 

Nimrod  Farrow  and  Richard  Harris,"  was  taken 

up.     The  report  of  a  committee  in  the  case  was 

read.     Mr.  Ha.milton  and  Mr.  Barbour  slated 

the  hi.story  of  the  transactions  to  which  the  bill 

'  alludes.     The  latter  gentleman  advocated  the  pas- 

[  sage  of  the  bill,  and  the  former  opposed  it.     Mr. 

I  Wahfield,  Mr.  Strong,  Mr.  Ha.milton,  and  Mr. 

Cocke,  further  opposed,  and  Mr.  McCoy  advo- 

(  caied  the  passage  of  the  bill ;  when,  on  motion  of 

I  Mr.  Strong,  the  Committee  rose  and  reported  pro- 

I  gress.     Leave  was  refused  to  sit  again,  and  ihe 

i  bill  was  laid  on  the  table — ayes  65,  noes  41. 

!      .Mr.    Whipple,    from    the   Committee   on    the 

I  Public  Land.s,  to  which  was  referred  a  Message 

'  from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  commu- 

'  nicaiing  a   report  from  Alexander   Hamilton,  a 

I  land   commuvvioner   in    Florida,   made   a   report 

thereon  ;  which  was  read ;  whereon,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  prepared  and  transmitted 
to  the  Commissioners  for  the  examination  oi  claims 
and  titles  to  lands  in  Florida,  such  instructions  touch- 
ing their  powers,  and  the  performance  of  their  duties, 
under  the  existing  laws,  as  be  may  deem  necessary, 
from  an  examination  of  the  re[>ort  of  Alexander  Ham- 
ilton, one  of  the  Commissioners,  and  the  report  of  the 
other  two  Commissioners  for  East  Florida. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  reque«ted  to  adopt  such  means  as  he  may  deem 
nccesMry  for  the  safe-keeping  and  security  of  the 
public  records  of  the  Spanish  Governmeat,  in  relation 
to  lands  in  Florida. 

ARKANSAS  BOUNDARY. 

A  motion  was  made,  by  Mr.  Ross,  that  the 
House  do  reconsider  the  vote,  taken  yesterday,  on 
the  question.  Shall  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  en- 
titled "An  act  to  fix  the  western  boundary  line 
of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  and  for  oiher  pur- 
poses," be  read  a  third  time  ?  and  on  the  question, 
Will  the  Hou^e  reconsider  the  said  vote  ?  it  passed 
in  the  affirmative. 

The  question  was  again  put,  Shall  the  bill  be 
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read  a  third  time  ?  and  passed  in  the  affirmative. 
To-day  was  then  assigned  for  the  third  reading 
of  the  said  bill.  The  bill  was,  accordingly,  read 
a  third  time.  And,  on  the  question.  Shall  it  pass  7 
it  passed  in  the  affirmative— yeas  70,  nays  58,  as 
follows : 

Ykas— Messrs.  Abbot,  Adams,  Alexander  of  Va., 
Alexander  of  Tennessee,  J.  8.  Barbour,  Breck,  Brent] 
Buckner,  Cocke,  Condict,  Cook,  Craig,  Cushman,' 
Findlay,  Floyd,  Foot  of  Connecticut,  Forward,  Harris, 
Henry,  Holcombe,  Houston,  Ingham,  Isacks,  Jenkins,' 
Jennings,  F.  Johnson,  Kent,  Kidder,  Kremer.  Law- 
rence, Leftwich,  Litchfield,  Little,  Livermore.  Livings- 
ton, McArihur,  McDuffie,  McKim,  MarUndale,  Met- 
calfe, Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania,  Mitchell  of  Maryland, 
Moore  of  Kentucky,  Neale,  Patterson  of  Pennsylvania, 
Patterson  of  Ohio.  Plumer  of  Pennsylvania,  Kevnolds, 
Richards,  Rich.  Rose,  Ross,  Scott,  Sloane,  Standefer, 
A.  Stevenson,  J.  Stephenson,  Stewart,  Strong,  Swan, 
?^f'"/'',"°\.T*"n»^''  '^i^y^OT,  Test,  Udree,  Van  Wyck, 
W  arfield,  W  illjams  of  North  Carolina,  James  WiUon, 
and  Henry  Wilson. 

.    ^'*"— •^^"•f-   Bartlett,  Boecher,    Blair,   Carabre- 
ieng,  Campbell  of  South  Carolina.  Cary.  Cobb,  Crafu, 


Culpeper    Cuthbert,  Durfee,  Dwinell,"  Dwight',  Eddy' 
of  New  York,  Forsyth,  Frost,  Gatlin,  Gist.  Gur- 


Foote 

ley.  Hall,  Hamilton,  Harvey,  Hayden,  Hobnrt,  Hoge- 
boom  Hooks  Lee,  Lincoln,  McCoy,  McKee,  McLane 
of  Delaware,  Matlack.  Matson,  Moore  of  Alabama  Nel- 
«»n,  Newton,  Plumer  of  New  Hampshire.  Poinsett, 
Kankin,  Reed.  Sharpe,  Alexander  Smyth,  Simight, 
1  hompson  of  Georgia,  Thompson  of  Kentucky,  Tom- 
linson,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina 
;  •""  "^  ^""'^^  Carolina,  Vance  of  Ohio,  Webster'. 
VV  hippie.  Whitman,  Williams  of  Virginia,  Wilson  of 
ooulh  Carolina,  Wood,  and  Wright. 

CASE  OF  NINIAN  EDWARDS. 

Mr.  Livingston  moved  for  the  consideration 
of  the  resolution  reported  yesterday  by  the  com- 
mittee of  investigation  in  the  case  of  Ninian  Ed- 
wards.    Carried— ayes  83,  noes  26. 

Mr.  A.  S.MYTH  moved  to  amend  the  resolution 
by  striking  out  so  much  of  it  as  provides  that  three 
members  shall  be  a  quorum  of  the  committee- 
carried. 

Mr.  Forsyth  moved  farther  to  amend  the  res- 
olution by  adding  a  clause  directing  ihat  a  copy 
of  the  committee's  report  and  accompanying  doc- 
uments be  transmitted  to  the  President  of  the 
Lnited  States. 

Mr.  Cook  moved  to  amend  this  amendment  by 
including  the  reports  oflhe  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury to  Congress  in  relation  to  his  transactions  with 
the  W  estern  banks  ;  the  correspondence  laid  before 
Congress  on  that  subject,  and  the  report  in  rela- 
tion to  the  illegal  introduction  of  Africans  into 
the  United  Stales,  among  the  papers  laid  before 
the  President. 

Ou  these  amendments  and  the  following  ques- 
tions, a  debate  arose.  The  gentleman  who  took 
part  in  it  were  Me.ssrs.  Cook,  Forsyth.  Jen- 
MNGs,  and  Webster. 

Both  the  amendments  were  rejected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Livingston,  the  resolve  wa<5 
amended  so  as  to  direct  that  the  Clerk  cause  the 
linal  report  of  the  committee  lo  be  printed  and 
transmit  a  copy  to  each  member  of  the  House 


The  question  then  recurring  on  the  resoiutioB 
as  amended — 

Farther  debate  took  place.     In  the  course  of  it, 
Mr.  A.  S.MTTH   moved  to  lay  the  resolve  on  the 
table;    which    motion   was   negatived— ayes  49 
noes  58.  ^  ' 

The  question  being  put  on  the  resolution  as 
amended,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative- 
ayes  74. 

So  the  resolve  was  agreed  to. 

CLALM  OF  BEAUMARCHAIS. 

Mr.  McDuFFiE  offered  the  following  resolution  : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  StatM 
be  requested  to  avaU  himself  of  all  the  means  in  his 
power,  to  ascertain  whether  anv  farther  evidence  can 
be  obtained  in  relation  to  the  claim  of  the  heirs  of 
Caron  de  Beaumarchais ;  and  that,  if  any  such  evi- 
dence  shall  be  obtained,  that  he  communicate  the  same 
to  this  House,  at  an  early  period  in  the  next  session." 

Mr  McDuFFiE  stated  the  reasons  in  favor  of 
the  above  resolution  ;  the  principal  of  which  was, 
a  wish  to  show  the  French  Government  that  this 
country  is  disposed  to  do  justice  in  the  case  of  the 
beaumarchais  claim. 

Mr.  Forsyth  stated  that  it  formed  a  part  of 
the  instructions  of  our  Minister  to  France,  to  ne- 


otiate  on  all  just  claims  of  citizens  of  the  two 
nations  against  each  other's  Government,  which 
included  this  case,  and  that  this  proposition  was 
therefore  unnecessary. 

Mr.  McDdffie  thought,  that,  though  this  was 
true,  yet  it  was  expedient  to  adopt  the  resolution, 
to  prevent  mistaken  impressions,  which  might  be 
produced  by  the  late  vote  of  this  House  on  that 
claim. 

Mr.  SuARfE  feared  that  the  resolution  might  be 
the  means  of  holding  out  false  hopes  to  the  elaim- 
ant,  that  this  House  might  recognise  her  claim— 
which  were  belter  prevented. 

Mr.  LivERMORE  observed,  that  this  would  be  the 
hrst  instance  of  the  chief  executive  magistrate  of 
a  country's  being  called  on  to  search  for  evidence 
in  support  Qf  the  claimof  a  private  foreign  citizen 
against  his  own  Government.  He  hoped  the 
resolution  would  not  prevail. 

The  question  being  taken  upon  agreeing  to  the 
resolution,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative 

SYSTEM   OF  BANKRUPTCY,  Ac. 

Mr.  Webster  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion :  ^ 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  establish  an  uni- 

StaTes'^"'*""  °^  bankruptcy   throughout    the   United 

In  presenting  this  resolve  for  consideration- 
Mr    W.  said   he  presented  this  resolution  now 
with  the  mteniion  ot  asking  the  House  to  act  upon 
It  early  at  its  next  meeting.     He  thought  the  next 
session  would  be  a  favorable  opportunity  to  settle 
this  important   question   one  way  or  the  other. 
Causes  were  understood  to  be  pending  before  the 
Supreme  Court  in  which  ihe  power  of  the  States 
to  pass  bankrupt  laws,  so  far  as  to  operate  on  sub- 
sequent contracts,  was  to  be  decided.     The  court 
having  heard   arguments  on   that  question,  and 
now  holding  the  causes  under  advi.sement,  a  judg- 
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ment  might  probably  be  expected  at  tbe  commence- 
ment of  the  term.  That  dectsioo,  which  ever  way 
made,  would  present  a  fit  opportunity  for  taking 
tbe  sense  of  CoDgress  on  the  expediency  of  a  uni- 
form bankrupt  law.  If  the  decision  should  be 
against  the  power  of  the  States  to  pass  such  acts, 
then  it  might  be  hoped  that  members  from  those 
States  which  had,  in  fact,  hitherto  maintained 
such  laws,  might  be  willing  to  co-operate  with 
others  in  the  establishment  of  a  general  system. 
If  it  should  be  in  favor  of  the  State  authority,  on 
the  other  hand,  then  the  question  would  be,  whe- 
ther it  were  better  to  have  a  general  system,  under 
the  authority  of  this  Government,  or  a  local  sys- 
tem, in  each  State?  In  one  event,  the  question 
would  be,  between  a  general  uniform  bankrupt 
law  and  no  bankrupt  law  at  all;  in  the  other,  be- 
tween one  uniform  system  and  twenty-four  differ- 
ent and  clashing  systems.  He  had  intended  to 
present,  not  merely  a  single  resolution,  but  a  series 
of  resolutions,  describing  the  outline  of  such  a 
system  as  app)eared  to  him  expedient  to  adopt. 
But  other  engagements  had  not  allowed  him  suni- 
cient  leisure.  He  earnestly  hoped  that  members 
would  take  this  important  subject  into  considera- 
tion, and  that  the  House  would  be  prepared  to  act 
upon  it  at  the  next  session. 

The  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Newton,  the  House  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  slate  of  the 
Union,  and  took  up  the  Senate's  amendments  to 
the  bill  ''for  the  building  of  certain  additional 
lighthouses,  light-vessels,  &c.  After  an  extended 
discussion,  a  part  of  those  amendments  were 
agreed  to,  and  the  residue  dissented  from,  when 
the  result  was  reported  to  the  House. 

[While  the  House  remained  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  Mr.  Clay 
rose  and  said,  that  he  would  ask  a  single  mo- 
ment's attention  of  the  Committee  whilst  he  said 
only  one  word  in  respect  to  a  resolution  which  he 
had  had  the  honor  to  present  some  time  ago.  The 
resolution  to  which  he  referred  was  that  which 
proposed  an  expression  of  the  leelings  of  Congress 
in  regard  to  an  attack  supposed  to  be  meditated 
by  Allied  Europe  upon  the  independence  of  Span- 
ish America.  He  had  offered  that  resolution  in 
consequence  of  information  disclosed  in  the  Presi 
dent's  Message,  at  the  opening  of  the  present  ses- 
sion of  Congress ;  and  most  certainly,  if  tbe  design 
imputed  to  the  Allies  had  really  been  entertained, 
every  consideration  connected  with  the  interest, 
the  safety,  and  even  the  independence  of  this 
country,  called  for  the  most  deliberate  attention 
to  his  proposition.  But  such  a  purpose,  abomina- 
ble as  It  would  have  been,  ought  not  to  be  attri- 
buted upon  any  other  than  the  strongest  evidence. 
Events  and  circumstances,  subsequent  to  the  com- 
munication of  the  Message,  evinced,  that,  if  such 
a  purpose  were  ever  seriously  entertained,  it  had 
been  relinquished.  For  his  part,  whilst  he  was 
disposed  to  keep  a  vigilant  eye  on  every  move- 
ment of  the  Allies,  as  to  America,  and  to  be  ready 
to  give  his  feeble  co-operation  to  every  measure 
calculated  lo  repel  their  aggressions,  if  any  such 
should  be  attempted,  on  the  independence  of  any 


part  of  America,  he  was,  on  the  other  hand,  un- 
willing to  give  them  any  just  cause  of  offence 
against  us.  But,  to  pass  the  resolution,  after  ail 
that  has  occurred— in  the  absence  of  any  sufficient 
evidence  of  their  ctierishing  inimical  designs  oa 
this  continent — might  be  construed  by  them  a» 
unfriendly,  if  not  ofl'ensive.  Under  the  full  con- 
viction, therefore,  that  they  did  not  entertain  any 
purpose  so  diabolical  as  that  would  be  of  attempt- 
ing to  reduce  Spanish  America  to  its  ancient  sub- 
jection, or  of  compelling  it  to  adopt  the  monar- 
chical form  of  Government,  he  should  continue 
to  abstain  from  pressing  upon  the  attention  of  the 
House  his  resolution  ;  and  should  allow  it  to  sleep 
where  it  now  reposes,  on  the  table.] 

And  then  the  House  determined  to  take  a  recess 
until  seven  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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Evening  Session,  May  26. 

The  House  resumed  its  session. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "in  addition  to  the 
several  acts  regulating  naturalization"  was  takeo 
up  and  passed. 

COM.MITTEE  ROOMS,  Ac. 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to 
make  distribution  of  the  rooms  in  the  Capitol  ap- 
propriated to  the  use  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, reported  that  the  committee  had  distributed 
the  rooms  in  the  following  manner  : 

To  the  Speaker,  No  3,  of  the  iouth  wing  ; 

To  the  Committee  of  Elections,  The  room  in  the 
fourth  Btory  of  the  centre  building  over  No.  23  ; 

To  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  No.  77  of 
tbe  south  wing ; 

To  the  Committee  of  Claims,  No.  60  of  the  soath 
wing  ; 

To  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  No.  40  of  the 
centre  building  ; 

To  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  The  north ; 
west  corner  room  of  the  fourth  story  ; 

To  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads, 
No.  42  of  the  centre  building  ; 

To  the  Committee  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  The 
southwest  corner  of  the  basement  story  ; 

To  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  The  room  in 
the  fuurth  story  over  No.  14  ; 

To  the  Committee  on  Pensions  and  Revolutionary 
Claims,   No  69  of  the  south  wring  ; 

To  the  Committee  on  Public  Expenditures,  No. 
43  of  the  centre  building  ; 

To  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  No. 
39  of  the  centre  building  ; 

To  the  Committee  on  Manufactures,  The  room  in 
the  fourth  story  over  No.  15  ; 

To  the  Committee  on  Agriculture,  The  room  in  tbe 
fourth  story  over  No.  22  ; 

To  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  No.  59  of  the 
south  wing ; 

To  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  The  room  to 
the  right  of  the  west  entrance  on  the  basement  story  ; 

To  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  No.  64  of  the 
south  wing; 

To  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  The  south- 
west corner  room  of  the  fourth  story  ; 

To  the  Committee  of  Revisal  and  Unfinished  Busi- 
ness, No.  70  of  the  south  wing  ; 
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To  the  Committee  of  Accounts,  No.  63  of  the  south 
wing ; 

The  Committees  on  Expenditures  in  the  different 
Departments,  shall  have  the  right  of  holding  their 
meetings  in  the  rooms  appropriated  to  the  committee 
appointed  on  the  subjects  to  which  they  severally 
relate ; 

To  the  Clerk  of  the  House  and  his  Clerks,  Nos.  14, 
15,  16,  of  the  centre  building  ; 

To  the  Sergeant  at  Arms,  No.  2  of  the  south  wing  ; 

The  unappropriated  rooms  shall  be  subject  to  the 
order  and  disposal  of  the  Speaker  until  the  further  or- 
der of  the  House. 

The  said  report  was  read  ;  wherepon  it  was  re- 
solved that  this  House  do  agree  to  the  same. 

The  bill  "  to  complete  the  survey  of  the  south- 
ern and  western  boundaries  of  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri/' was  taken  up,  at  the  urgent  instance  of 
Mr.  Scott,  and  passed. 

The  bill  "  to  complete  the  surveys  of  the  harbor 
of  Charleston,  in  South  Carolina,  St.  Mary's  in 
Georgia,  and  the  coast  of  Florida,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  was  taken  up,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Poin- 
sett, and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whipple,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  all  the  bills  which  have  been 
ordered  to  a  third  reading,  but  which,  owing  to  a 
rule  of  the  House,  cannot  be  transnnitted  to  the 
Senate,  be  postponed  to  the  first  Monday  of  No- 
vember next. 

The  bill  "  more  effectually  to  provide  for  the 
punishment  of  certain  crimes  against  the  United 
States,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was  taken  up,  on 
request  of  Mr.  Scott,  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  to  authorize  the  legisla- 
ture of  the  State  of  Ohio  to  sell  and  convey  cer- 
tain tracts  of  land  granted  to  said  State,  for  the 
use  of  the  people  thereof  j  and  the  bill  authorizing 
the  repayment  for  land,  erroneously  sold  by  the 
United  States;  which  bills  were,  on  Monday,  the 
24th  instant,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time,  respectively,  be  read  the  third  time  on 
the  second  Monday  of  December  next. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  supplementary  to  an  act,  passed  on  the 
13th  of  June,  1812,  entitled  'An  act  making  further 
provision  for  settling  the  claims  to  land  in  the 
Territory  of  Missouri;"  which  was  reported  with 
amendments;  which  were  read  and  concurred  in 
by  the  House,  and  the  amendments  ordered  to  be 
engrossed,  and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  to-day. 

Mr.  CoNniCT  moved  the  following  resolution ; 

Resolved,  'J'hat  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  in- 
structed  to  inquire,  and  report  to  thm  House  at  the 
commencement  of  the  next  Bession  of  Congress,  what 
are  the  material  causes  of  those  fatal  disasters,  which 
have  so  frequently  occurred  on  board  steamboats,  in 
the  waters  of  the  United  States  ;  and  what  regulations 
may,  in  his  opinion,  afford  better  security  to  the  lives 
of  passengers  and  crews  :  And  for  the  purpose  of  this 
inquiry,  the  Secretary  is  hereby  authorized  to  call  to  his 
assistance  the  knowledge  and  experience  of  engineers, 
and  others,  skilled  in  navigating  and  constructing  ves- 
sels propelled  by  fire  or  steam. 

The  rule,  which  requires  that  a  proposition  re- 


questing information  to  be  furnished  by  the  Head 
ol  an  Executive  Department  shall  lie  on  the  table 
one  day,  for  consideration,  being,  in  the  case  of 
the  above  resolution,  dispensed  with,  by  the  unaa- 
imous  consent  of  the  House: 

The  question  was  taken  to  agree  to  the  said 
resolution,  and  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Newton,  the  Clerk  of  this 
House  was  directed  to  make  the  same  compensa- 
tion to  the  extra  clerks,  employed  to  expedite  the 
engrossing  and  enrolling  the  bills  of  the  House,  ae 
has  heretofore  been  allowed  by  the  committee,  foe 
similar  services. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  sup- 
plementary to  an  act  passed  on  the  13th  June,  1812, 
entitled  'An  act  making  further  provision  for  set- 
tling the  claims  to  land  in  the  Territory  of  Mis- 
souri," was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with 
amendments. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor, 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  ol  this  House  cause  to 
be  prepared  a  list  of  all  business  remaining  unde- 
termined, which,  by  an  existing  rule,  is  to  be  re- 
sumed, in  the  state  in  which  the  same  now  is, 
and  acted  upon  at  the  next  session  of  Congress; 
designating  that  which  is  committed  from  that 
which  is  laid  on  the  table  ;  and  that  a  copy  of  said 
list,  when  printed,  be  forwarded  by  mail  to  each 
member  of  this  House. 


TncRsnAY,  May  27. 

The  House  met  at  8  o'clock. 

Several  communications  were  received  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  announcing 
his  approbation  and  signature  of  bills  passed  by 
both  Houses. 

CASE  OF  NINIAN  EDWARDS. 

Mr.  Taylor  then  rose,  and  said,  that  it  had 
yesterday  been  decided  that  three  members  of  the 
Committee  of  Investigation,  in  the  case  of  Mr. 
Ninian  Edwards,  should  not  be  a  quorum  of  that 
committee.  He  had  understood  that  one  of  the 
members  of  that  committee  had  left  the  United 
States,  and  that  another  was  gone  home  to  his  res- 
idence in  Alabama.  It  was  very  desirable  that 
the  committee  should  be  filled  up;  and,  with  a 
view  to  that  object,  he  moved  that  two  members 
be  added  to  the  committee,  to  supply  the  place  of 
the  two  members  present. 

Mr.  Webster  said,  he  rose  partly  to  second  the 
motion  of  his  honorable  friend,  but  more  particu- 
larly to  express  his  astonishment  at  a  paragraph 
which  he  had  this  moment  seen  in  a  Richmond 
paper,  of  Tuesday,  in  a  communication  signed 
"John  Randolph,  of  Roanoke."  The  paragraph 
is  in  these  words: 

"  It  was  at  my  instance,  and  not  without  consider- 
able resistance  on  the  part  of  a  majority  of  the  com- 
millee,  that  the  Secretary  had  the  opportunity  given 
him  to  file  his  answer  to  the  accusation  of  Mr.  Ed- 
wards." 

A  regard  to  my  own  character,  sir,  said  Mr.  W., 
and  to  the  character  of  the  committee  with  whom 
1  am  associated,  does  not  allow  me  to  pass  over 
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this  statement ;  and  I  rise  for  the  purpose  of  say- 
ing thai  the  order  in  committee  for  communicat- 
ing the  address  to  Mr.  Crawford,  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  him  an  opportunity  of  answering  it,  was 
not  made  at  the  instance  of  Mr.  Randolph  ;  and, 
further,  that  no  one  of  the  committee  made  any 
opposition  to  that  motion.  I  hope  I  am  fully  and 
distinctly  understood — I  wish  to  be  so.  And  I 
again  assert  that  no  one  of  the  committee  intimat- 
ed the  least  opposition  to  the  motion.  Fortunate- 
ly, the  original  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
committee  are  preserved,  and  the  entry,  as  it  now 
stands,  in  the  handwriting  of  one  of  the  commit- 
tee, is  as  follows : 

"April  28,  1824. 

*' Committee  met.     All  present. 

"  On  motion  of  Mr.  Tatlor, 

"  Ordered,  That  the  chairman  transmit  to  Mr.  Craw- 
ford a  copy  of  Mr.  EJwards's  memorial,  and.  the  accoiu- 
panying  papers,  together  with  a  copy  of  the  resolution 
creating  the  committee.  To  which  Mr.  Raxdolpm 
proposed  the  following  amendment :  *  And  inform  him 
that  the  committee  are  proceeding  in  the  examina- 
tion, and  that  they  are  ready  to  receive  any  commu- 
nication which  he  may  think  proper  to  make,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  same;'  which  amendment  was  accepted  by 
Mr.  Tatlor;  and,  thus  amended,  waa  utianimoui>ly 
adopted." 

Mr.  LfTTLE,  of  Maryland,  thought  the  measure 
proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  IVew  York  was 
not  necessary.  He  thought  the  present  committee 
entirely  competent  to  the  business  which  had  been 
referred  to  them,  and  that  it  would  be  best  to  leave 
them  to  settle  their  own  affairs.  It  must  be  a  very 
disagreeable  thing  to  remain  confined  here  after 
the  session  of  the  House  was  closed,  and  he  would 
not  willingly  impose  upon  another  that  to  which 
he  should  be  averse  himself.  He  regretted,  for 
his  part,  that  this  matter  had  ever  been  brought 
before  the  House,  and  that  it  had  been  referred  to 
the  committee,  giving  it  thus  an  importance  which 
did  not  properly  belong  to  it. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  observing 
that  the  House  was  very  thin,  thought  it  best  to 
defer  the  consideration  of  the  motion  till  a  fuller 
House  should  be  obtained  ;  and  with  that  view 
moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table. 

Mr.  A.  Smyth  expressed  a  hope  that  the  mover 
would  consent  to  withdraw  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Willia.ms  said,  he  could  not  consider  the 
measure  proposed  as  at  all  necessary.  Every  gen- 
tleman, he  believed,  was  entirely  satisfied  with 
the  present  committee,  and  prepared  to  place  every 
proper  confidence  in  the  proceedings — and  he 
wished  a  division  of  the  House  on  his  motion  to 
lay  the  resolution  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Poinsett  observed,  that  there  was  evidently 
not  a  quorum  of  members  present ;  and  from  the 
best  information  he  could  obtain,  he  was  induced 
to  believe,  that  so  many  had  last  evening  and  this 
morning  availed  themselves  of  the  various  convey- 
ances which  were  departing  in  all  directions,  that 
tkere  was  not  a  quorum  left  in  the  ciiy — and  he 
hoped  the  gentleman  from  New  York  would  not 
persist  in  his  motion. 

Mr.  Cook  then  observed,  that  the  remarks  of 
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the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  yesterday,  (Mr.  A. 
S.myth)  required  of  the  committee  of  investiga- 
tion to  ask  what  had  now  been  moved  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York.  He  did  not  think  the 
measure  was  at  all  required  by  the  parties  con- 
cerned. The  examination  of  their  case  might  be 
safely  left  to  the  present  committee,  without  any 
augmentation  ;  and  he  thought  it  would  be  best, 
under  all  circumstances,  that  the  committee  should 
agree  to  withdraw  the  motion. 

Mr.  Ellis  spoke  a  few  words  to  the  same  effect. 
Mr.  Taylor  then  observed,  that  it  would  pro- 
bably be  the  best  course  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
the  table  by  unanimous  consent,  in  the  hope,  that, 
in  the  course  of  an  hour  a  quorum  might  be  ob- 
tained. 

Mr.  Poinsett  observed  that  he  had,  from  the 
first,  been  opposed  to  directing  the  committee  to 
sit  in  the  recess;  but  the  House  had  determined 
otherwise,  and  he  now  thought  that  it  was  whol- 
ly unnecessary  that  other  members  be  added.  So 
far  from  being  increased' within  an  hour,  he  be- 
lieved the  number  of  attending  members  would  be 
lessened. 

Mr.  Livingston  rose  and  said  that  he  had  that 
instant  come  into  the  House,  and  that  a  paper 
had  been  put  into  his  hands,  containing  a  letter 
signed  by  an  honorable  member  of  this  House, 
who  was  also  a  member  of  the  committee  appoint- 
ed on  the  address  of  Ninian  Edwards,  which  let- 
ter contained  a  statement  that  he  thought  it  in- 
cumbent on  him,  as  a  member  of  that  committee, 
to  notice.  It  IS  there  said  that  "it  was  at  his 
'  (Mr.  Randolph's)  instance,  and  not  without 
'  considerable  resistance  on  the  part  of  a  majority 
'  of  the  committee,  that  the  Secretary  had  the  op- 
'  portunity  given  him  to  file  his  answer  to  the 
'  accusation  qf  Mr.  Edwards."  Mr.  L.  said  he 
was  bound  to  declare  that  there  was  not  on  his 
part  the  slightest  opposition,  nor  did  any  other 
member  of  the  committee  express  any,  or  show 
the  least  disinclination  to  communicate  the  ac- 
cusation to  Mr.  Crawford,  or  to  give  him  an 
opportunity  of  answering  it;  that,  on  the  contrary, 
it  was  one  of  the  first  measures  proposed  after  the 
papers  were  printed;  that  the  motion  was  made, 
as  appeared  by  the  minutes  of  the  committee,  by 
a  member  from  New  York,  to  communicate  the 
papers,  that  Mr.  Randolph's  amendment  was 
adopted  by  him,  and  it  was  unanimously  agreed  to, 
as  amended.  Mr.  L.  said  that  the  statement  could 
only  have  arisen  from  a  very  great  misapprehen- 
sion of  the  proceedings  of  the  committee;  but 
that  it  conveyed  so  serious  a  charge  on  their  char- 
acter and  impartiality,  that  he  appealed  to  the 
recollection  of  all  the  members  now  present,  to 
declare  whether  the  statement  he  had  made  was 
not  correct. 

Mr.  McArthcr  said  that  he  distinctly  recol- 
lected the  proceedings  of  the  committee  on  the 
2Sth  April — that  it  was  upon  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Taylor,  the  order  was  made  to  transmit  to  Mr. 
Crawford  a  copy  of  Mr.  Edwards's  address,  and 
the  accompanying  papers,  together  with  the  reso- 
lution creatino;  the  committee,  which  was  acqui- 
esced in   by  all  the  members  then  present.     Mr. 
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Floyd,  i>er haps,  suggested  the  propriety  of  first 
examining  the  communications  aad  documents, 
but  did  not  urge  the  suggestion.     Upon  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph's arrival,  the  proceedings  of  the  committee 
were  read  to  him,  when   he   remarked   that  he 
hoped  the  committee  would  not  be  delayed  in  it? 
investigation  for  the  Secretary's  answer — that  he 
was  for  progressing  with  the  investigation,  but 
was  willing  that  the  Secretary  should  be  advised 
of  it;  and  moved  to  amend  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Taylor,  as  stated  in  the  minutes  of  the  commit- 
tee.    That  the  modification  proposed  by  Mr.  R. 
was  accepted   by  Mr.  Taylor,  and  unanimously 
adopted.     That  he  was  confident  that  the  state- 
ment  relative   thereto,   which    appeared   in    the 
Richmond  Enquirer  of  the  25th  instant  over  the 
signature  of  John  Randolph  of  Roanoke,  is  not 
correct. 

•    Mr.  Floyd  said  that  he  had  just  come  in,  and 
did  not  know  very  well  what   it  was  the  gentle- 
man had  been  saying.     If,  as  he  was  told,  it  rela- 
ted to  the  occurrences  in  the  committee,  he  could 
only  state  the  impression  which  was  made  on  his  i 
memory,  though  he  did  know  that  he  was  correct,  j 
but  believed  he  was.     So  far,  however,  as  he  was 
told  what  Mr.  Ra.ndolph  had  written,  it  seemed  I 
to  him  that  there  was  evidently  some  mistake  in  ! 
the  business.     He  presumed  it  must  relate  to  con-  j 
Tersations  in  the  committee,  rather  than  to  the  I 
measure  adopted   by   them.     A   proposition   was 
read  by  some  member,  he  believed  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  to  this  effect:  that  the  chairman 
be  directed  to  transmit  a  copy  of  Mr.  Edwards's 
address  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  re- 
quest his  answer.     This  was  conversed  on,  and 
the  latter  part  stricken  out.     Mr.  Randolph  came 
in  and  made  the  motion  to  amend  the  proposition 
of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  very  similar  to 
the  first;  which  proposition  was  then  put  to  the 
committee,  and  a  vote  taken,  which  seemed  to  be 
satisfactory  to  all,  and  was  so  noted,  he  believed, 
by  the  committee.     This  seemed   to   him  to   be 
nearly  the  state  of  facts,  as  he  remembered  them. 

Mr.  Webster  said  that  he  held  in  his  hand  the 
original  paper  containing  the  resolution  offered  by 
Mr.  Taylor.  It  had  at  first  been  proposed  to  re- 
quest an  answer  from  Mr.  Crawford,  but  it  was 
suggested  that  there  might  be  some  objection  to 
that  form.  This  was  afterwards  modified  so  as 
to  say  the  committee  would  receive  any  commu- 
nication Mr.  C.  should  think  proper  to  make. 
[Here,  for  the  present,  the  conversation  dropped.l 
Mr.  Taylor  moved  that  the  Clerk,  on  the 
order  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  pay 
witnesses  who  may  attend  the  committee  of  in- 
vestigation, the  usual  allowance  per  diem  for 
their  attendance.     Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Stewart  offered  the  foUowinfr: 
"  Jicsolved,  That  the  members  of  the  c»>mmittee  ap- 
pointed on  ihe  menioriai  of  Ninian  Edwards  be  paid 
at  the  usual  rate  of  compensation,  for  the  time  ihey 
may  remain  in  session,  during  the  recess  of  Congress, 
out  of  the  contingent  fund." 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Poinsett,  and  there 
being  no  quorum,  Mr.  S.  withdrew  the  resolution. 


Mr.  Taylor  moved  the  following:  ^ 

"  That  a  committee  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  this 
House,  jointly  with  such  committee  as  may  be  ap- 
pointed on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  wait  on  the 
President  of  the  United  Slates,  and  notify  him  that, 
unless  he  may  have  other  commuaications  to  make 
to  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  they  are  ready  to 
adjourn." 

After  a  short  time, 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  Joint  Committee,  ap- 
pointed to  wait  on  the  President,   reported  that 
they  had  performed  that  duty,  and  that  the  Presi- 
I  dent  had  informed  them  that  he  had  no  farther 
:  communication  to  make  to  Congress. 
I      Ordered,  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Senate 
to  inform  them  that  this  House,  having  completed 
the  business  before  them,  are  ready  to  close  the 
present  session  of  Congress   by  an  adjournment 
j  on  their  pan,  and  that  the  Clerk  go  with  the  said 
I  message. 

j      Mr.  Taylor  then  rose  and  said  that,  in  refer- 
'  ence  to  the  letter  of  Mr.  Randolph,  that  had  ap- 
peared   in    the   public    prints   this    morning,    he 
j  thought  it  proper  to  observe,  in  corroboration  of 
,  what  had   been  said  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
I  from   Massachusetts,    that    his   recollection    was 
very  distinct  that  the  original   motion  made   by 
him  in  committee  was  stronger,  and  went  farther, 
than  the  order  finally  adopted.     It  not  only  re- 
quired  that  Mr.   Crawford   should   be  furnished 
with  a  copy  of  Mr.  Edwards's  memorial,  and  the 
accompanying  papers,  together  with   a  copy  of 
the  resolution  creating  the  committee,  but  that 
Mr.  Crawford  should  be  requested  to  answer  the 
same.     It  having  been  suggested  that  it  ought  to 
be  left  to  Mr.  Crawford's  option  whether  or  not 
to  communicate  an  answer,  the  suggestion  was 
approved  by  him,  and  the  latter  clause  withdrawn 
accordingly.     Mr.  Randolph's  amendment  was 
adopted  by  the  committee,  as  expressing  their  de- 
cision, on  the   point  to  which   it  referred,  more 
precisely  than  it  would  do  enther  with  or  without 
the  latter  clause.     Opposition  was  not  made  by 
any  one  of  the  committee  to  giving  Mr.  Craw- 
ford an  opportunity  of  answering  the  accusation 
of  Mr.  Edwards. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  the 
House  was  then  adjourned  by  the  Speaker  till 
the  first  Monday  of  December  next. 


REPORT   OF   THE    COMMITTEE    OF 
INVESTIGATION. 


The  select  committee,  (of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives,) to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial,  or  ad- 
dress, of  Ninian  Edwards,  having,  in  obedience 
to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Kepresentativcs, 
of  the  26th  of  May,  continued  to  hold  its  sittings, 
after  the  adjournment  of  the  House,  until  the  31st 
day  of  June,  have  agreed  on  the  following  report : 

In  recommending,  in  their  former  report,  a  continu* 
ance  of  the  existence  and  powers  of  the  committee,  it 
will  be  remembered  that  the  reason  given  (or  that  re- 
couimendatioa  was,  the  obvious  propriety,    before   a 
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CdbI  cloie  of  the  investigation,  of  having  the  peraonal 
preMDce  and  examination  of  the  author  of  the  adJresa 
which  had  occasioned  the  ap|iointment  of  the  commit- 
tee. Such  examination  has  now  been  had.  Mr. 
Edwards  attended  the  committee,  in  obedience  to  its 
•ammons,  on  the  7th  of  June;  has  been  examined  as 
a  witness,  by  its  direction,  cross-examined  by  a  gentle- 
man attending  in  behalf  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury ;  and  his  testimony,  together  with  that  of  the 
other  witnesses,  is  communicated  with  this  report;  as 
are,  also,  various  documents  and  papers,  which  have 
been  referred  to,  and  produced,  in  the  course  of  the 
examination. 

A  paper,  in  reply  to  the  communication  heretofore 
received  by  the  committee,  from  the  Secretary,  and 
another,  in  the  nature  of  an  argument  on  the  whole 
case,  have  also  been  presented  by  Mr.  Edwards,  and 
considered  by  the  committee. 

The  evidence  has  run  into  much  detail,  and  some 
parts  of  it,  probably,  have  not  a  very  material  applica- 
tion to  the  main  subject  of  inquiry.  It  seemed  proper, 
however,  to  the  committee,  to  allow  to  those  con- 
cerned a  liberal  indulgence  in  this  respect 

After  a  patient  attention  to  all  the  evidence,  and  to 
whatever  has  been  urged,  in  the  way  of  reasoning  on 
the  case,  the  committee  see  no  cause  to  change  or 
modify,  in  any  material  respect,  the  result  to  which 
they  came  on  the  former  investigation,  and  which 
they  have  already  submitted  to  the  House.  On  the 
contrary,  they  find,  in  this  further  and  fuller  exami- 
nation, a  corroboration,  generally  speaking,  of  the 
opinions  which  they  have  heretofore  expressed. 

On  some  parts  of  the  inquiry,  indeed,  evidence  has 
now  been  produced  to  points  which  were  not,  individ- 
ually and  particularly,  taken  into  the  consideration  of 
the  committee  on  the  former  occasion.  To  these,  per- 
haps, some  reference  ought  now  to  be  made.  They 
may  be  considered  as  new  articles,  or  new  specifica- 
tions of  charge  ;  and  although  not  very  definitely  or 
formally  made,  yet,  as  evidence  has  been  taken,  in- 
tended to  support  them,  they  become  subjects  of  con- 
sideration. 

One  of  these  respects  the  depositcs  of  public  money, 
made  or  allowed  by  the  Secretary,  in  the  banks  of  this 
District,  at  the  instance  and  on  the  solicitation  of  the 
banks  themselves,  and  as  an  accommodation  to  them, 
at  a  time  of  considerable  pecuniary  pressure,  in 
1819. 

In  their  former  report,  the  committee  expressed  their 
opinion  in  relation  to  deposites  of  this  nature  ;  and  re- 
ferred to  a  public  communication  of  the  Secretary,  in 
which  the  facts  were  avowed,  and  in  which  a  practice, 
of  a  like  character,  was  stated  to  have  been  of  early 
existence  and  long  continuance.  The  committee  did 
not  deem  it  necessary  to  call  for  proof  of  that  which 
was  admitted  ;  as  it  was  of  opinion  that  the  practice 
itself  was  irregular  and  dangerous,  it  did  not  think  it 
material  to  inquire,  particularly,  whether,  in  the  only 
case  in  which  loss  was  apprehended  from  this  cause, 
the  probabihty  of  such  loss  was  either  greater  or  less 
than  the  Secretary  had  supposed.  This  apprehended 
loss  is  in  the  case  of  the  Franklin  Bank  of  Alexandria. 
In  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  to  the  President  of  the 
Senate,  of  the  25th  of  February,  182:),  he  says,  in  re- 
gard to  this  bank,  that  a  letter  of  the  District  Attorney, 
therewith  communicated,  showed  that  there  was  no 
danger  of  loss  to  the  United  States. 

The  evidence  now  olfered  and  received,  tends  to 


show  that  there  is  a  probability  of  final  loss  from  this 
bank ;  but  in  other  respects  there  is  no  new  view  of 
the  case  presented. 

The  debt  due  to  the  Government  from  the  Bank  of 
Vincennes,  has  also  been  brought  forward,  and  made 
the  subject  of  inquiry  and  proof.  Nothing  distinguish- 
ing this  case  from  those  of  other  Western  banks  in 
which  the  public  money  had  been  deposited,  and  ia 
regard  to  which  loss  had  happened,  or  was  expected, 
had  attracted  the  attention  ot  the  committee,  as  im- 
portant to  be  considered,  at  the  time  of  their  former 
report. 

The  case  of  this  bank  had  been  previously  made  the 
subject  of  a  report  to  the  House  by  the  Secretary,  on 
the  2Ist  of  February,  1824,  in  answer  to  a  resolution 
passed  on  the  thirty-first  of  January  preceding,  in 
which  a  statement  of  the  debt,  and  the  means  which 
had  been  taken  and  used  to  secure  it,  were  laid  before 
Congress.  The  evidence  now  taken,  relates  princi- 
pally, as  in  the  preceding  case,  to  the  amount  of  the 
loss  which  may  be  expected  to  be  incurred. 

The  only  remaininj^  charge  which  may  be  regarded 
as  not  before  examined,  is  an  allegation,  or  intimation, 
that,  owing  to  the  fault  of  the  Secretary,  the  pensioners 
and  public  creditors  of  the  Government  in  East  Ten- 
nessee, were,  in  some  instances,  paid  in  bank  paper 
not  equivalent  to  specie. 

The  circumstances  attending  this  transaction  seem 
to  be  fully  stated  in  the  testimony  of  Hugh  L.  White. 
It  does  not  appear  that  any  knowledge  of  these  pay- 
ments having  been  made  in  depreciated  paper  was 
communicated  to  the  Senate.  The  measures  adopted 
by  him  for  the  reasonable  provision  of  a  proper  tund 
at  the  place  of  disbursement,  were,  as  far  as  the  com- 
mittee can  judge,  suitable  and  judicious.  He  had  a 
right  to  expect  the  payments  to  be  made  in  specie,  or 
its  equivalent;  to  be  informed  if  any  thing  should 
happen  to  prevent  such  payment.  No  information 
was  given  to  him  of  any  disappointment  of  his  ex- 
pectation in  this  respect,  by  those  whose  duty  it  was 
to  pay  ;  and  no  complaint  appears  to  have  been  pre- 
ferred by  those  whose  right  it  was  to  receive. 

In  regard  to  the  contested  letter  of  Benjamin  Ste- 
phenson, of  the  r2ih  of  October,  1819,  the  committee 
see  no  cause  to  change  the  opinion  which  was  enter- 
tained, and  which  they  intended  to  express  in  their 
former  report — that,  although  the  letter  was  written^ 
as  stated  by  Mr.  Edwards  in  his  testimony,  there  was 
no  evidence  that  Mr.  Stephenson  communicated  or 
transmitted  it  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

The  committee  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  extend 
their  report,  by  protracted  observations  on  the  various 
parts  of  the  evidence,  as  the  whole  is  submitted  to 
the  House.  They  content  themselves  with  saying, 
that,  in  their  opinion,  nothing  has  been  proved  to  im- 
peach the  integrity  of  the  Secretary,  or  to  bring  into 
doubt  the  general  correctness  and  ability  of  bis  ad- 
ministration of  the  public  finances.  To  ibts  point,  as 
the  main  object  of  inquiry,  the  chief  attention  of  the 
committee  has  been  directed ;  and  they  have  come  to 
the  result,  which  has  now  been  stated,  with  the  unani- 
mous concurrence  of  the  meml>erB  present.  Other 
points  there  are,  of  tei>s  importance,  but  which  may, 
nevertheless,  be  supposed  not  to  have  escaped  consid- 
eration by  the  committee.  These,  however,  under 
all  the  circumstances,  they  have  thought  it  proper  to 
leave,  without  observation,  in  the  light  in  which  they 
are  placed  by  the  evidence. 
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TESTIMONY  AND  DOCUMENTS 

Accompanying  the  Report  of  the  Special  Committee 

of  the  Houte  of  Representatives, 
ON  THE  MEMORIAL  OF  NINIAN  EDWARDS. 

James  Lloyd,  of  the  Senate,  sworn,  at  the  request  of 
Mr.  Edwards. 

Q,uestions  by  Mr.  Cook,  id  Mr.  Edwards's  behalf. 

Question.  Stale,  if  you  please,  what  is  meaDt 
by  a  special  deposite  made  in  banking  institutions. 

Answer.  That  will  depend  on  the  custom  of 
the  place,  or  the  usage  of  the  bank  where  the  de- 
posits is  made.  A  special  deposire  is  not  a  very 
definite  term.  A  piece  of  blank  paper,  said  to 
contain  a  thousand  dollars,  may  be  a  special  de- 
posiie;  as  may  a  bundle  of  notes  left  at  a  bank 
for  collection  or  safe-keeping.  Some  banks  re- 
ceive, as  special  deposite,  paper  issued  by  other 
banks  in  the  same  State,  or  in  other  States,  and 
which  is  repaid  by  the  bank  receiving  it  in  the 
same  bills  as  those  in  which  it  was  deposited  or 
in  bills  of  banks  previously  designated.  I  should 
consider  as  special  deposite  that  which  did  not  mix 
nor  mingle  with  the  general  circulation  of  the 
bank. 

Q.  Are  special  deposites  ever  made  without 
designating  the  amount  and  description  of  money, 
or  the  things  deposited  ? 

A.  I  should  think  they  were,  sometimes,  merely 
for  the  purpose  of  safe-keeping.  More  generally, 
there  would  be  a  label  on  the  outside,  specifying 
the  contents  of  the  bundle,  box,  dec,  deposited. 
It  may  be  noted  in  the  memorandum  book  of  the 
Cashier,  but  does  not  enter  into  the  transactions 
or  records  of  the  bank  at  all.  Plate  is  often  de- 
posited in  this  manner,  and  other  valuable  articles. 
In  one  of  the  Boston  banks,  1  have  now  a  deposite 
of  this  description. 

Q,.  When  deposites  are  made  for  safe-keeping, 
is  it  ever  understood  that  the  bank  is  allowed  to 
trade  upon  them  as  its  own  funds  ? 

A.  Never,  I  believe.  Some  of  the  banks  in 
Massachusetts  keep  accounts  in  two  kinds  of 
money  ;  Boston  money,  for  example,  and  foreign 
money  ;  which  latter  means  bills  of  banks  located 
out  of  the  city.  If  a  sum  is  deposited,  repayable 
in  foreign  money,  the  banks  designate  on  a  list, 
generally  posted  in  the  banking  house,  a  certain 
number  of  banks  whose  bills  they  will  receive  as 
"  foreign  money,"  which  money  they  use ;  and  if 
ihey  repay  the  sum  deposited  in  the  bills  of  these 
banks,  they  deem  the  contract  fulfilled.  If  any 
one  of  these  banks  becomes  insolvent  previous  to 
the  payment,  it  is  my  opinion  that  the  bank  re 
ceiving  Its  bills  runs  the  risk  of  the  Joss  thence 
accruin£r. 

Q,.  When  a  defwsite  is  made  of  foreign  money, 
or  such  as  is  not  received  as  general  deposite,  but 
subject  to  be  refunded  to  the  depositor  in  paper  of 
a  similar  kind  to  that  deposited  ;  if  paper  of  a 
similar  kind,  at  the  lime  of  making  the  deposite, 
should  afterwards  depreciate  in  value,  would  the 
depositor  be  bound  to  receive  it  in  its  depreciated 
state,  in  payment  of  such  deposite  ? 

A.  I  should  say  yes  to  a  question  thus  specific  j 


but  I  do  not  know  whether,  strictly  considered, 
the  notes  of  different  banks  can  be  viewed  as  pre- 
cisely similar.  If  the  bank  specifies  beforehand 
in  what  money  it  will  repay,  it  is  a  special  con- 
tract, and  the  depositor  must  abide  by  his  own 
agreement.  But,  if  one  of  the  banks  in  whose 
paper  the  deposite  is  agreed  to  be  repaid,  has  sub- 
sequently failed,  the  bank  receiving  the  deposite 
would  not,  in  my  opinion,  be  authorized  to  repay 
the  deposite  in  the  notes  of  such  bank  as  had  thus 
failed.  What  rate  of  depreciation  would  justify 
a  bank  in  offering  to  pay,  or  a  depositor  in  refusing 
to  receive,  depreciated  notes,  I  cannot  state. 

Q^  Where  money  of  any  description  is  deposited 
in  any  bank,  and  is  mingled  with  the  funds  of 
such  bank  generally,  and  the  bank  uses  it  in  its 
general  transactions,  is  not  such  bank  always  con- 
sidered liable  to  pay  the  amount  in  legal  money 
to  the  depositor  ? 

A.  I  should  consider  the  bank  liable,  if  the  de- 
posite is  received  and  credited  as  general  deposite. 
Questions  by  Mr.  Webster. 

GL.  By  a  general  deposite,  you  understand  a  de- 
posite to  be  credited  as  cash  in  account? 

A.  Yes. 

Gt.  By  a  special  deposite,  you  understand  a  de- 
posite for  safe  keeping  merely  ? 

A.-  Yes  ;  or  a  deposite  on  particular  conditions. 

Q,.  If  there  be  a  deposite  of  an  intermediate 
character  between  a  general  deposite  and  a  depos- 
ite for  safe-keepingj  where,  though  the  particular 
notes  deposited  may  be  used  or  put  in  circulation 
by  the  bank,  yet  the  bank  is  not  answerable  for 
the  amount  in  cash ;  do  the  rights  of  the  parlies, 
in  such  case,  depend  mainly  on  their  contract  or 
agreement  ?  or  is  there  any  general  bank  usage 
which  would  govern  the  case  ? 

A.  I  know  of  no  established  usage.  The  con- 
ditions of  the  deposite  are  indicated  by  the  terms 
prescribed  bv  the  bank  from  lime  to  lime,  which 
are  frequently  varied,  by  it  according  to  its  sense 
of  its  own  interest. 

Q^  Is  your  knowledge  of  bank  usage  confined 
principally  to  that  prevailing  in  the  banks  of  the 
Atlantic  cities  ;  or  does  it  inclyde  the  usage  of  the 
Western  banks  ? 

A.  It  is  confined  wholly  to  the  former. 

JAMES  LLOYD. 


Hugh  L.  White  sworn,  at  tlt^  request  of  Mr  Edwards. 

Q,uestion  by  Mr.  Edwards — Have  you  any  re- 
collection of  the  sum  of  forty  thousand  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty-six  dollars  of  notes  on  the  Bank  of 
Tennessee  and  its  branches  which  was  directed, 
to  be  transferred  by  the  Bank  of  Missouri  to  the 
branch  bank  of  Louisville,  and  which  was  to  be 
subject  to  the  drafts  of  the  Treasurer  in  favor  of 
the  Bank  of  Tennessee? 

Answer.  I  think  it  proper  to  state  to  the  Com- 
mittee, that  my  memory  of  the  transaction  is  not 
to  be  entirely  depended  on,  as  it  took  place  sev- 
eral years  since,  and  latterly  my  mind  has  been 
so  much  taken  up  with  other  concerns,  that  I  may 
not  recollect  correclly  some  matters  relative  to 
this.     So  well  as  1  remember,  it  was  m  the  Fail 
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of  1819  the  Koozville  Bank  received  from  Mr. 
Crawford  a  letter,  the  substance  of  which  was, 
that  be  proposed  to  sive  the  Bank  it  Knoxville 
a  draft  od  the  Bank  of  Missouri  for  the  whole 
amount  of  Tennessee  paper  then  in  the  hands  of 
the  Missouri  Bank,  and  which  had  been  received 
by  it  for  the  United  States,  which  should  be  pay- 
able at  Louisville  in  Kentucky,  in  Tennessee  baiik 
paper;  and  that,  u|K>n  the  receipt  of  such  draft, 
the  State  Bank  at  Knoxville  should  place  to  the 
credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  a  like 
sura  as  specie,  which  would  be  drawn  for  as  the 
Government  might  have  occasion  to  use  it,  in 
that  quarter  of  the  country.  On  the  receipt  of 
this  letter,  he  was  answered  that  we  could  not 
agree  to  such  an  arrangement ;  that,  as  to  the 
amount  of  Tennessee  paper  upon  the  Bank  of  the 
Slate  of  Tennessee  and  its  branches,  we  were  wil- 
ling to  accept  such  draft  on  the  Missouri  Bank 
upon  the  terms  proposed  in  his  letter;  that,  as  to 
Other  Tennessee  paper,  that  did  not  belong  to  the 
State  Bank  or  its  branches,  we  could  not  agree  to 
receive  it.  In  pursuance  of  this  arrangement, 
early  in  the  year  1820,  I  think  in  March  or  April, 
a  draft  was  received  from  the  Treasury  for  S40,- 
156,  on  the  Bank  of  Missouri,  payable  at  the  place 
and  in  the  descriptions  of  notes  agreed  upon.  I 
think  the  amount  was  placed  to  the  credit  of  the 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  immediately  after 
receiving  the  draft.  We  had  no  correspondence 
with  the  Bank  of  Missouri,  but  only  with  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  so  Car  as. I  can  remem- 
ber, at  this  time  ;  and  upon  this  point  I  feel  pretty 
certain  I  am  hot  mistaken.  Atter  waiting  what 
we  supposed  a  reasonable  time,  to  allow  the  Mis- 
souri Bank  to  have  -the  money  at  Louisville, 
where  the  draft  was  to  be  paid,  I  went,  and  took 
a  young  man  with  me,  to  receive  the  money. 
For  form's  sake,  the  draft  was  transferred  to  me. 
I  went  to  Louisville,  (and  no  particular  place  in 
Louisville  being  specified  in  the  draft  where  the 
money  was  to  be  paid,)  I  went  to  the  Branch 
Bank  there.  I  found  no  funds  provided  to  meet 
the  draft ;  and  after  waiting  a  few  days  without 
being  able  to  hear  any  thing  which  induced  me 
to  think  a  longer  delay  would  be  useful,  I  had  the 
draft  protested,  a  copy  of  the  protest  forwarded  to 
the  drawer,  with  such  notice  as  would  make  him 
responsible,  and  returned  to  Knoxville.  Some 
time  afterwards,  I  think  in  the  same  year,  a  letter 
was  received  from  the  Cashier  of  the  United 
Slates  Bank,  stating  that  a  bundle,  said  to  con- 
tain the  S-40,156,  had  been  forwarded,  and  left 
there  by  the  Missouri  Bank,  for  the  purpose  of 
lifting  this  draft;  but  as  we  had  had  the  trouble 
and  expense  of  going  once  to  receive  it,  we  look 
no  nonce  of  this  conyaiunication,  and  wished  to 
have  the  money  sent  to  us  at  our  own  place,  at 
the  expense  and  risk  of  the  Missouri  Bank.  We 
were  content  with  the  paper,  and  ready  to  receive 
it,  at  any  time.  Thus  matters  stood,  until  we 
heard  that  the  Knoxville  Bank  had  failed.  I  ad- 
vised that  the  Knoxville  Bank  should  again  send 
to  get  this  money.  This  was  in  ihe  Winter  of 
1821.  As  soon  as  they  could  make  the  arrange- 
ment, they  sent  on  and  received  the  monev^at 


Louisrille  early  in  the  year  1S22.  I  understood 
that  the  whole  amount  of  ^40,156  was  received 
in  notes  of  the  Knoxville  Bank  and  its  branches. 
In  the  meanwhile,  the  Treasury  continued  to 
draw  on  the  Knoxville  Bank,  and,  as  President,  I 
directed  the  Cashier  not  to  pay  cash  for  these 
draft?,  but,  if  current  money  would  be  taken,  to 
make  advances  in  it,  thougn  the  money  was  not 
yet  received  for  the  draft,  under  a  belief  that,  ul- 
timately, the  Secretary  would  cause  the  amount 
of  the  draft  to  be  paid  to  our  bank. 

My  impression  was,  that  when  the  Missouri 
Bank  had  received  these  notes,  the  banks  were  all 

Eaying  specie,  but  that  afterwards  the  branches 
ad  ceased  to  do  so.  The  first  information  we 
got  was  from  Mr.  Cochran,  Cashier  of  the  Branch 
Bank  of  the  United  States  at  Louisville,  that  the 
money  was  ready  for  us,  and  was  in  the  same 
Summer,  viz.,  ol  1820,  as  1  believe,  but  cannot  be 
certain.  I  never  exchanged  a  line  with  the  Mis- 
souri Bank,  nor  received  a  line  from  it,  according 
to  my  best  recollection,  i  considered  our  trans- 
action only  with  the  Treasury.  The  mail  from 
St.  Louis  to  Knoxville  was  at  that  time  tedious, 
and  not  very  regular.  I  am  yet  ignorant  of  the 
reason  why  the  money  was  not  ready  for  us  at 
Louisville.  1  had  no  reason  to  doubt,  nor  have  I 
now,  that  the  Treasury  did  all  that  was  reason- 
able towards  noiitying  all  parlies  concerned  of 
having  given  the  draft.  The  amount  of  notes  on 
the  principal  bank  itself  was  small  in  comparison 
to  that  on  its  branches. 

1  understood  that  the  draft  for  §40,156  was  a 
mode  of  transfer  from  one  bank  to  another,  for 
the  purpose  of  having  placed  to  the  credit  of  the 
United  States  as  cash  or  general  deposite  this  sum 
which  the  Bank  of  Missouri  could  not  transfer  to 
the  Bank  of  the  United  Slates.  We  paid  credit- 
ors of  the  United  States  who  presented  drafts  ia 
current  bills,  though  not  in  specie,  and  there  were 
no  complaints  at  the  time,  of  which  I  have  at 
present  any  recollection.  We  did  not  pay  the 
specie,  because  the  fund  had  not  been  received 
upon  the  foundation  of  which  we  had  agreed  to 
pay  it ;  and  if  any  blame  is  due,  it  is  due  to  my- 
self in  preference  to  the  Cashier;  as  I  forbade 
him  to  pav  the  specie,  as  it  related  to  this  transac- 
tion, until  the  lund  for  which  we  had  agreed  to 
pay  it  should  be  paid  to  us. 

Q,uestion  by  Mr.  Edwards.  I  want  to  know  the 
character  of  Mr.  Lee,  whose  report  is  in  my 
hand  ? 

A.  I  have  seen  that  report.  Mr.  Lee  is  a  man 
of  the  utmost  integrity;  and  if  that  report  varies 
Irom  my  statemtni  as  to  this  transaciion,  it  is 
more  to  be  relied  on  than  my  own  statement, 
which  is  from  memory,  without  the  same  means 
ol  being  correct  which  Mr.  Lee  had. 

Q,.  Was  a  part  of  the  money  deposited  to  be 
suflered  to  remain  in  the  Bank  i 

A.  The  Treasury  was  to  draw  out  the  money 
only  as  the  wants  of  the  Government  required  ; 
something  may  have  been  said  as  to  the  time  it 
was  to  remain  in  the  bank;  but  I  have  no  recol- 
lection of  any  positive  agreement  on  that  subject. 
Mr.   Crawford's  letter   shows  the    undersiandinfr 
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upon  that  subject  more  correctly  than  I  can  state 
from  memory  merely. 

Q^  What  was  the  discount  on  your  papei  ? 

A.  None  upon  that  of  the  principal  bank;  but 
upon  that  of  the  branches,  and  other  Tennessee 
paper,  it  has  fluctuated  from  tea  to  twenty-five 
per  cent. 

Q..  What  were  notes  on  the  branches  of  the 
Knoxville  banks  worth  at  that  lime  ? 

A.  I  cannot  recollect  at  that  particular  time. 
The  depreciation  taken  for  a  series  of  years  was 
from  ten  to  twenty-five  per  cent.,  as  before  stated, 
in  East  Tennessee;  in  West  Tennessee  the  dis- 
count has  been  sometimes  higher. 

Q..  Did  not  the  pensioners  receive  from  ten  to 
twenty  per  cent,  less  than  if  they  had  received 
specie  ? 

A.  The  money  in  which  they  were  paid  was 
of  the  kind  which  was  at  the  discount  before 
btated. 

auestion  by  Mr.  Taylor.  At  the  time  these  pay- 
ments were  made  at  the  Bank  of  Knoxville,  was 
there  a  credit  in  that  bank  to  the  United  States? 

Answer.  Yes:  and  that  credit  always  stood  as 
a  specie  credit ;  but  we  thought  that  it  was  more 
than  balanced  by  the  draft  unpaid  ;  and  we  held 
the  Treasury  responsible  for  the  amount  of  that 
dratt. 

Question  by  Mr.  Webster.  In  other  transactions, 
did  you  pay  specie  for  the  drafts  of  the  United 
States  ? 

Answer.  Our  rule  always  was,  to  pay  in  such 
funds  as  had  been  placed  with  us,  if  the  ee  so 
wished.  If  the  fund  on  which  the  dra..  was 
drawn  was  specie,  we  paid  it  in  that,  if  desired.  If 
the  fund  was  other  than  specie,  we  did  not  pay 
specie. 

Question  by  Mr.  Edwards.  In  crediting  the 
draft  from  the  Treasury,  in  your  favor,  was  the 
word  "  cash"  used  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  remember.  The  intent  was  to 
credit  it  as  cash.  A  deposite,  when  nothing  is 
said  to  the  contrary,  is  considered  by  us  as  being 
payable  in  cash,  if  demanded.  We  viewed  spe-  , 
cial  deposite  of  certain  kinds  of  notes  as  not  bind- 
ing us  to  repay  in  those  identical  notes,  but  only  I 
similar  notes,  or  such  as  the  depositor  would  be  as 
well  satisfied  with. 

Q,.  Did  you  receive  deposites  from  the  Treasury 
in  drafts  on  the  Bank  of  Tombigbee  ? 

A.  That  draft  never  was  included  in  the  ar- 
rangement before  spoken  of;  and  nothing  has 
been  received,  by  us,  upon  it;  and,  if  it  ever  was 
credited,  on  our  books,  I  don't  remember  it.  That 
bank  is,  however,  a  specie-paying  bank,  as  I  have 
understood  and  believe. 

Question  by  Mr.  Edwards.  Was  the  paper  of 
the  Huntsville  Bank  received  at  your  bank  ? 

A.  We  never  had  a  draft  on  the  Bank  of  Hunts- 
ville. The  paper  of  that  bank  is  esteemed  rather 
better  than  our  own  branch  notes;  and  we  have 
until  long  after  this  transaction,  made  no  distinc- 
tion between  it  and  what  is  called,  by  us,  current 
Tennessee  paper. 

Q..  Was  the  notice  of  the  protest,  at  Louisville, 
forwarded  to  the  Treasury  ? 


A.  I  do  not  recollect,  farther  than  that  I  took 
the  ordinary  steps  to  make  the  drawer  liable,  be- 
fore leaving  Louisville;  and,  upon  my  return,  ia 
May,  wrote  the  letter  now  shown  me,  by  one  of 
the  committee,  to  the  Secretary. 

Q..  When  you  received  the  draft,  did  you  credit 
the  amount  to  the  Treasury  ? 

A.  Yes,  as  I  now  believe.  That,  I  think,  was 
our  understanding  of  the  agreement,  and  I  suppose 
and  believe  we  complied  with  that  part  of  it. 

Question  by  Mr.  Webster.  Did  you  inform  the 
Treasurer  that  you  did  not  pay  his  drafts  in  specie 
but  in  your  own  bills? 

A.  I  have  no  recollection  of  making  any  com- 
munication to  Mr.  Crawford  on  that  subject.  The 
cashier  may  have  given  such  notice — but  I  do  not 
know  that  he  did.  I  gave  him  no  orders  to  do  so ; 
and  think,  if  he  had  done  so,  I  should  have  known 
it. 

Question  by  Mr.  Edwards.  Do  you  believe  that 
any  one  pensioner  would  have  taken  your  bills,  if 
he  had  supposed  he  could  get  specie? 

A.  Doubtless  he  would  have  preferred  specie  to 
any  of  the  bills  in  which  he  was  paid. 

Questions  by  Mr.  Forsyth,  on  the  part  of  Mr. 
Crawford.  Did  you  hold  ihe  United  States  re- 
sponsible for  the  amount  of  its  draft  on  the  Bank 
of  Missouri  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  then  did  you  refuse  to  pay  in  specie? 
A.  We  thought  that,  as  the  money  {or  the 
draft  had  never  been  paid  to  us,  it  was  a  just  in- 
terpretation of  the  agreement  that  we  should  not 
pay  in  any  thing  till  we  received  the  proceeds  of 
the  draft ;  but  preferred  advancing  in  such  funds 
as  we  could  spare,  to  having  the  drafts  pro- 
tested. 

Question  by  Mr.  Edwards.  When  you  received 
the  amount  of  the  draft,  was  it  not  chiefly  in  notes 
of  your  branches? 

A.  I  understood  so,  but  have  no  personal  know- 
ledge, as  I  was  not  then  in  Knoxville. 

Q.  Had  not  most,  or  all,  of  those  branches  then 
stopped  payment  ? 

A.  They  had  ceased  cash  payments  when  we 
made  the  agreement,  but  my  impression  is,  that 
when  these  notes  were  received  in  the  Bank  of 
Missouri,  the  banks  all  paid  specie.  This  answer 
is  given,  however,  upon  the  presumption  that  the 
Missouri  Bank  had  received  them  as  they  repre- 
sented to  the  Secretary.  How  that  fact  was,  I,  of 
course,  do  not  know. 

Q.  What  means  has  a  director  of  knowing  from 
what  persons  a  sum,  say  of  $100,000,  found  in 
bank,  and  received  in  a  series  of  months,  has  been 
so  received  ? 

A.  I  can  only  speak  as  to  the  rules  of  the  bank 
to  which  I  have  belonged.  As  to  the  rules  of 
others,  I  could  only  speak  from  information.  By 
the  rules  of  ours,  the  President,  Cashier,  (Jbc.,  can 
inspect  all  accounts  of  every  person  whatever,  but 
no  individual  Director  has  such  power;  but  the 
Board  of  Directors,  if  they  choose,  have  as  much 
right  as  any  of  the  individual  officers,  to  examine 
any  and  all  accounts  ;  but  any  information  thus 
acquired  would  be  confidential,  and  is  intended 
to  prevent  any  improper  conduct,  and  to  enable 
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the  directors  and  officers  to  discharge  their  respec- 
tive duties,  to  the  public,  and  to  individuals. 

Question  by  Mr.  Forsyth.  As  the  President  of 
the  bank,  would  you  not  have  preferred  advancing 
in  current  notes,  with  the  Government  bound  to 
pay  the  draft,  to  its  having  been  paid  punctually, 
and  your  being  bound  to  pay  in  specie? 

A.  I  would  have  preferred  that  the  payment  of 
the  bill  should  have  been  made  when  1  was  at 
Louisville,  and  that  the  transaction  should  have 
gone  on  as  originally  intended  ;  because  we  would 
then  have  been  as  able  as  we  ever  may  be  to  lift 
our  paper,  and  as  I  never  expected  more  from  the 
Government  than  payment  at  our  bank  in  the 
same  kind  of  money  specified  in  the  face  of  the 
draft;  but  at  the  same  time  felt  a  confidence  that 
the  Government  would  cause  us  to  be  paid  in  such 
funds  at  our  own  place — it  could  make  but  little 
difference,  as  most  of  the  pensioners  were  very 
probably  paid  in  branch  paper,  or  funds  equal  to 
It,  and  I  have  ever  believed,  as  President,  that  the 
interest  of  the  bank  was  most  promoted  by  acting 
honestly.  I  make  this  observation  without  feel- 
ing that  the  question  was  intended  to  doubt  our 
integrity. 

H.  L.  WHITE. 


ceiving  visits  of  members  of  Congress,  I  called 
again  on  Monday,  when  I  received  the  ^17,000. 

Question  by  Mr.  Forsyth.  Were  there  any 
deposites  made,  by  Government,  in  that  bank, 
previously  to  those  you  have  now  spoken  of? 

Answer.  Tliere  were  not,  I  believe,  except  the 
money  which  had  been  loaned  to  the  Govermnent 
previous  to  the  time  I  speak  of. 

JAMES  SANDERSON. 


James  Sanderscm,  of  AUxaTidria,  sworn,  at  the  request 
,  of  Mr.  Edwards. 

Question  by  Mr.  Edwards.  I  wish  you  to  state 
what  you  know  concerning  sums  of  money  ob- 
tained by  the  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Alexandria 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Answer.  In  January,  1819,  I  was  President  of 
that  bank.  At  that  time,  there  was  a  run  on  that 
bank,  and  the  bank  was  much  embarrassed.  I 
waited  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  he 
loaned,  at  one  time,  $17,000 ;  at  another,  $20,000. 
1  showed  him  a  statement  ol  the  concerns  of  the 
bank,  proving  its  condition  to  be  good,  and  re- 
minded him  of  former  loans  by  the  bank,  to  Gov- 
ernment, in  an  hour  of  necessity.  He  replied, 
that  he  would  consult  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  let  me  know  the  result ;  and,  when  I 
called  again,  told  me  the  Government  was  di>posed 
to  do  all  it  could  to  relieve  the  bank,  as  well  as 
the  other  banks  of  the  District,  and  gave  me  a 
draft  on  the  Bank  of  Alexandria  for  817,000. 
This  was  on  or  about  the  12ih  of  January.  On 
or  about  the  23d  of  the  same  month,  I  called  on 
him  again,  and  he  gave  me  another  draft  on  the 
same  bank  for  $20,000.  I  understood  these  sums 
as  loans  or  deposites,  made  to  relieve  and  aid  the 
bank.  I  continued  President  of  the  bank  a  few 
weeks,  and,  sooa  after  I  left,  it  it  stopped  specie 
payment  for  a  lime,  some  time  about  the  middle 
of  March. 

Q.  Has  the  bank  repaid  any  of  these  loans? 

A.  I  went,  this  morning,  lo  look  at  the  books 
of  the  bank,  and  find  that  the  amount  appears  to 
have  been  repaid. 

Question  by  Mr.  Forsyth.  When  did  you  first 
call  on  the  Secretary  ? 

Answer.  It  was  on  Friday — but,  as  I  under- 
stood he  was  much  engaged,  on  Saturdays,  in  re- 


Jacob  Morgan,  of  Alexandria,  swt/rn,  at  the  request  of 
Mr.  Ed'xards. 

I  was  Cashier  of  the  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Alex- 
andria, for  a  time  after  Mr.  Sanderson  lett  it. 
There  were  some  loans  obtained  by  Mr.  Swan, 
President,  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
and  received  by  me.  Mr.  Sanderson  had  left  it. 
One  loan,  1  think,  was  of  $10,000,  another  of 
$20,000.  The  first  was  returned  in  a  short  lime, 
say  thirty  or  sixty  days,  and  a  few  weeks  after 
the  first,  the  second  loan  was  obtained.  This  lat- 
ter was  not  repaid,  when  1  left  the  bank,  which 
was,  I  think,  in  1S21.  When  I  came  into  the 
office  of  cashier,  I  found  lillle  specie,  and  a  very 
small  amountof  current  money,and  about  $80,000 
of  notes  in  circulation.  {\.  reduced  these,  before  I 
left,  to  less  than  $7,000.)  The  second  loan,  of 
$20,000,  was,  as  I  understand,  subsequently  paid, 
or  secured  to  be  paid,  through  the  Bank  of  Alex- 
dria,  but  when  I  left  the  bank,  the  two  loans  men- 
tioned by  Mr.  Sanderson,  and  the  .<econd,  men^ 
tioned  by  me,  remained  unpaid.  This  la»t  was 
received  in  Treasury  drafts  on  Carolina  and  Vir- 
ginia. I  went  to  Raleigh,  in  North  Carolina, 
and  exchanged  the  drafts  for  Virginia  paper.  The 
Raleigh  bank  then  paid  specie,  and  was  willing 
so  to  pay  these  drafts,  but  I  did  not  wish  lo  take 
away  the  specie.  The  first  $10,000  were  obtained 
to  enable  the  bank  to  pay  s[>ecie,  but  this  being 
found  insufficient,  the  second  loan  was  obtained. 
The  bank  paid  some  of  iis  notes  as  ii  was  able, 
and  as  fast  as  the  notes  were  paid,  they  were  with- 
drawn— but  many  notes  were  aot  paid  when  pre- 
sented. I  did  understand,  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  that  the  loans  were  obtained  in  or- 
der to  enable  the  bank  lo  wind  up  its  affairs.  The 
Secretary  frequently  applied  to  me  for  repayment, 
and  being  told  by  me  that  the  bank  was  unable  to 
do  it,  he  insisted  upon  interest  being  allowed  on 
the  loan,  which  was  agreed  to  by  the  bank.  I  do 
not  recollect  when  this  agreement  for  interest  was 
made — not,  however,  before  the  money  had  re- 
mained due  for  a  year.  Nor  do  I  remember  from 
what  date  the  interest  was  to  be  calculated.  The 
present  statement  I  make  from  memory,  merely — 
not  having  had  access  lo  the  books  of  the  bank 
for  several  years. 


Auffustine  Newton  sworn,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  EaI- 

wards. 

I  was  Cashier  of  the  Franklin  Bank,  and  be- 

i  came  so  in  March,  1821.     There  is  a  credit  on  the 

books  of  the  bank  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  United 

States,   for  $48,000.     The  money  was   obtained 

before  I  went  into  office.     Mr.  Crawford  was  once 
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at  the  bank  while  I  was  cashier,  say  in  August, 
1821,  applying  to  have  the  money  either  paid  or 
secured  ;  at  which  time  the  bank  agreed  to  trans- 
fer to  him  all  its  property,  as  security,  and  that 
this  loan  was  the  first  debt  to  be  paid.  The  char- 
ter of  the  bank  expired  on  the  1st  January,  1822 

but  I  have  the  books  in  my  possession. 

The  discounted  notes  were  first  to  be  resorted  to, 
and  if  these  proved  insufficient,  resort  was  to  be 
had  to  stock  notes.  A  small  sum,  less  than  $1,000, 
has  been  collected.  The  notes  are  now  in  suit, 
by  Mr.  Swan,  district  attorney.  The  stock  notes 
are  notes  given  by  stockholders  for  stock,  for  the 

Eayment  of  which  stock  is  pledged  as  security.  I 
now  of  no  reason  for  the  agreement  that'  one 
class  of  notes  was  first  to  be  sued  for,  unless  it  may 
have  been  the  convenience  of  the  debtors  on  the 
slock  notes.  All  the  real  property  was  also  trans- 
ferred. It  consisted  of  a  few  houses,  taken  for 
debts. 

The  agreement  was  accepted  by  Mr.  Crawford, 
before  the  expiration  of  the  charter,  and  sent  to 
Mr.  Swan  to  have  a  regular  conveyance  drawn 
up.  That  conveyance  was  not  consummated  till 
after  the  charter  had  expired,  say  in  October, 
1822.  Many  of  the  notes  assigned  were  under 
protest,  and  some  of  them  in  suit.  Notes,  includ- 
ing stock  notes,  to  the  amount  of  $185,000,  and 
real  estate  to  the  amount  of  85,000,  were  offered 
to  be  transferred,  but  Mr.  Crawford  did  not  at  that 
lime  accept  of  the  offer,  because  it  did  not  extend 
to  the  payment  of  interest;  but  afterwards,  the 
interest  being  stipulated  for,  the  agreement  was 
accepted,  and  the  transfer  made  in  October,  1822, 
as  I  have  above  stated.  The  stock  notes  are  still 
m  my  possession.  They  have  never  been  en- 
dorsed to  the  Government  by  any  one.  If  suits 
can  be  sustained,  there  will  be  ample  funds  lo  re- 
pay the  loan. 

When  I  went  into  the  office  of  cashier,  I  was 
under  the  impression  that  provision  had  been  made 
by  Congress  for  continuing  the  charter  of  the 
bank  for  five  years  beyond  the  time  originally 
limited  for  its  expiratiou.  I  continued  under  that 
impression  for  a  long  time,  and  I  believe  the  di- 
rectors were  under  the  same  impression. 

AUG.  NEWTON. 

June  9,  1824. 

Mr.  Newton  again  called,  (lOM  Jutu.) 
The  transfer  above  referred  to,  from  the  bank 
to  the  United  Slates,  was  madeon  the  3d  October. 
1822.  ' 

The  terms  of  the   agreement  were  finally  ar- 
ranged and  assented  to  by  the  parties,  on  the  5th  i 
December,  1821. 

A.  NEWTON. 


Charles  T.  Chapman  sworn,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Ed- 

wards. 
I  was  Cashier  of  the  Union  Bank  of  Alexandria. 
In  June,  1819,  owing  lo  the  heavy  pressures  upon 
the  bank,  and  considering  a  disadvantageous  loan 
had  been  made  by  this  Iwnk  to  the  Government, 
and  believing  as  I  then  did,  and  do  now,  that  un- 
less some   temporary  relief  could  be  obtained  at 


the  moment,  a  serious  inconvenience  would  have 
resulted  to  the  institution  ;   under  such    circum- 
stances a  committee  was  appointed  to  solicit  from 
the  Honorable  William  H.  Crawford,  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  temporary  aid— which  he  was 
pleased    to   grant,  under    the  condition   that   the 
amount  should  be  refunded,  when  demanded.    The 
sum  received  from  the  Treasury  was  $30,000,  in 
June,  1819,  and  having  received  information  that 
It  must  be  refunded  in  January  1820,  a  part  was 
paid  in  the  latter  month,  and  the  balance  in  Feb- 
ruary of  the  same  year;  and  although  the  funds 
we   received    from   the   Treasury,  were   not,  nor 
could  have  been  desirable,  under  any  other  cir- 
cumstances than  those  abovementioned, yet,  inter- 
est was  paid  upon  the  same.     The  money  thus  re- 
ceived from  the  Treasury  was  all,  I  believe,  paid 
into  the  Office  of  Discount  and  Deposite  or  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  at  Washington,  either 
by  deposites  or  draft.s,  of  the  Treasurer  through 
that  bank  upon  us. 

The  solvency  of  the  Union  Bank  was,  I  believe, 
never  questioned  at  any  time  during  its  operations. 

C.  T.  CHAPMAN. 

June  9,  1824. 


James  L.  McKenna  sworn,  at  the  request  (^  Mr.  Ed- 
wards. 

I  am  Cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Alexandria.  I  be- 
came so  in  1811.  The  bank  has  never  had  a  loan 
or  an  indulgence  from  the  Treasury.  It  has  al- 
ways had  the  depobiie  of  the  Government  ffom 
the  collector.  It  has  made  advances  to  the  Gov- 
ernment, when  under  pressure,  and,  at  one  time, 
remonstrated  with  Mr.  Crawford  on  the  closeness 
with  which  the  public  deposites  were  drawn.  The 
average  amount  of  public  money  remaining  on 
deposite,  in  the  bank,  since  Mr.  Crawford  has 
been  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  has  been  less,  I 
think,  than  it  was  during  the  incumbency  of  Mr. 
Gallatin. 

•^"'«  9.  J.  L.  McKENNA. 

I  had  an  agency  in  obtaining  one  of  the  loans 
made  by  Mr.  Crawford  to  the  Mechanics'  Bank 
of  Alexandria,  when  that  bank  was  in  difficulty. 
I  accompanied  Mr.  Sanderson  in  his  visit  to  the 
Secretary  when  he  obtained  the  second  loan,  and 
represented  the  injurious  consequences  of  permit- 
ting that  bank  to  tail.  I  redeemed  repeatedly  the 
notes  of  that  bank  out  of  the  hands  of  brokers 
and  others.  Mr.  Crawford  seemed  dissatisfied  at 
the  second  application  so  soon  after  the  loan  of 
$17,000.  He  applied  to  me  for  my  opinion  of  the 
solvency  of  that  bank,  and  whether  the  loan  would 
enable  it  to  redeem  its  paper.  I  represented  the 
circumstances  of  the  bank  as  being  safe,  (to  the 
extent  of  its  debts,  but  that  its  stockholders  might 
lose,)  though  I  doubted  the  sufficiency  of  the  loan 
to  enable  it  to  redeem  its  paper.  I  represented  the 
permitting  the  Mechanics'  Bank  to  fail,  as  being 
calculated  to  injure,  and  the  granting  of  the  loan 
to  benefit,  materially,  the  commercial  interests  of 
Alexandria  ;  and  Mr.  Crawford  acquiesced  in  the 
wishes  of  Mr.  Sanderson,  and  made  the  loan  in 
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drafts  00  some  of  the  Eastern  banks,  in  5ums  of 
two,  three,  and  four  thousand  dollars  each. 

Question  by  Mr.  Edwards.  When  a  general 
deposite  is  made  in  your  bank,  without  any  tluog 
being  said  un  either  side,  is  the  amount  demand- 
able  in  cash  ? 

Answer.  Always — except  when  plate  or  notes 
of  District  banks  are  left  for  safe-keeping,  to  be 
delivered  to  order.  J.  L.  McKENNA. 


WUliam  Rhodes  stcorn,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Edicanh. 

I  was  Cashier  of  the  Franklin  Bank  of  Alexan- 
dria, from  May,  1S16,  to  June,  1819.  When  I  left 
that  bank  it  was  indebted  to  the  United  States, 
I  think,  in  the  sum  of  $48,000.  I  cannot  certainly 
tell  when  it  became  indebted,  but  believe  it  was 
in  1818  or  1819.  It  became  indebted,  as  I  under- 
stood, in  consequence  of  an  application  by  our 
directors  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  a 
loan.  There  were,  I  believe,  three  such  applica- 
tions. At  the  first  we  received  §18,000,  at  the 
second  $18,000,  and  at  the  third  $12,000.  The 
money  was  advanced  to  the  bank  to  relieve  it  from 
its  embarrassments  I  feel  very  certain  as  to  the 
aggregate  amount  of  $48,000,  but  am  not  so  bure 
as  to  the  amount  of  the  different  sums  obtained  at 
each  application,  nor  respecting  the  lime  when 
they  were  obtained.  My  impression  is,  that  the 
loans  were  all  obtained  within  the  course  of  about 
six  months.  I  cannot  state  whether  interest  was 
or  was  not  to  be  allowed  upon  them.  I  have  no 
further  knowledge  of  the  transaction  than  that 
I  received  the  warrants  from  the  Treasury,  and 
passed  the  amount  to  the  credit  of  the  United  States. 
I  now  recollect  that  I  was  in  one  instance  request- 
ed by  the  directors  to  wrile  a  letter  to  the  Secre- 
tary, requesting  a  deposite  in  our  bank;  which 
I  did,  accordingly,  but  I  do  not  remember  at  what 
time,  nor  whether  it  was  before  or  afier  the  first 
loan.  WILLIAM  RHODES. 


Danul  Kurtz  avorn,  at  the  requtst  of  Mr.  Edwards. 

I  am  Cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Columbia,  and  have 
been  ibr  more  than  two  years,  ^ince  I  have  been 
cashier,  the  bank  has  been  indebted  to  the  United 
States,  in  all,  about  $300,000.  The  bank  was 
appointed  agent  for  the  Treasury,  to  collect  cer- 
tain uncurrent  money.  The  whole  amount  above 
mentioi^ed  did  not,  however,  consist  of  such 
collections.  There  were  some  balances — about 
$40,000 — left  from  former  transactions  with  the 
Treasury.  The  sum  I  have  mentioned  was  ow- 
ing by  the  bank  when  I  became  cashier,  and  has 
remained  about  the  same  ever  since.  When  the 
United  States  Bank  went  into  operation,  the  Bank 
of  Columbia  owed  the  Grovernment  from  $30,000 
to  $60,000 — a  part  of  which  was  drawn  for  by 
the  Treasury,  say  about  $15,000.  The  balance 
has  not  been  drawn  for,  and  remains  a  cash  debt 
to  the  United  States. 

I  do  not  know  precisely  what  arrangement  was 
made  with  the  bank  respecting  the  collection  of 
uncurrent  notes;  but  I  have  understood  that  so 
much  of  those  notes  as  the  bank  could  collect  and 


turn  into  current  money,  might  remain  in  the 
bank  on  deposite;  but  I  cannot  state  for  how 
long  a  time.  About  $200,000  worth  of  uncurrent 
notes  have  been  thus  converted,  and  credited,  as 
cash,  to  the  Treasury ;  part  of  the  residue  has 
been  drawn  out  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
and  part  remains  now  in  the  bank.  These  un- 
current notes  were  a  part  of  those  reported  as  un- 
colleciable  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
and  were  received  from  that  bank  by  an  order  of 
the  Treasury. 

Q,uestion.  What  is  the  amount  of  notes  deliv- 
ered for  collection,  and  what  were  the  dates  of 
delivery,  and  specify  on  what  banks? 

Answer.  The  amount  of  notes  delivered  for 
collection  was  $545,991  37,  as  appears  by  a  state- 
ment now  delivered,  marked  Z,  in  w^hich  also 
the  dates  of  the  orders  for  the  delivery  of  the  notes 
to  the  bank  will  appear.  The  notes  were  actually 
received  between  the  months  of  December,  1818, 
and  August,  1819.  The  banks  whose  notes  were 
so  received,  are  so  numerou.s,  that  it  has  been  im- 
possible fur  me  at  this  time  to  make  out  the  list. 
A  statement  of  a  number  of  them  is,  however, 
contained  in  a  paper  now  delivered,  marked  Y. 

Q^  What  were  the  amounts  of  these  notes  cash- 
ed by  the  bank  ? 

A.  $238,361  87,  as  also  appears  by  the  paper 
marked  Z. 

Q,.  What  was  the  amount  of  uncurrent  notes 
drawn  out  of  the  bank  by  the  Treasury  ? 

A.  $123,102  59,  as  appears  by  a  statement  now 
delivered  and  marked  X. 

Q..  What  is  the  amount  of  such  uncurrent  notes 
now  on  hand,  and  where  are  they  lodged  ? 

A.  $53,661  40,  lodged,  principally,  at  the  several 
places  contained  in  a  statement  now  delivered, and 
marked  W. 

Q,.  What  is  the  total  amount  of  the  debt  now 
due  from  the  Bank  of  Columbia  to  the  United 
States  ? 

A.  About  $372,000,  of  which  $318,361  87  is 
cash,  and  includes  about  $30,000  standing  to  the 
credit  of  the  Treasurer,  on  sundry  accounts,  and 
the  remaining  balance  of  $53,601  40  is  special 
deposite. 

^  What  probability  is  there  of  the  United 
States  recovering  this  debt  ? 

A.  In  my  opinion  the  security  given  for  the 
debt  is  amply  sufficient,  and  I  believe  that  the 
whole  will  be  recovered.  The  bank  owes  in  all 
about  $800,000,  and  the  nominal  amount  of  its 
assets  is  more  than  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars. 
An  agreement  has  been  made  with  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  to  assign  to  it  property  and  debts  to 
secure  the  debt  due  from  the  Bapk  of  Columbia 
to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  to  the 
United  States.  For  the  whole  of  the  above 
amount  of  $318,361  87,  excepting  the  sum  of 
$30,000,  above  specified,  the  Government  received 
a  credit  on  the  books  of  the  bank,  as  cash,  in  1819 
or  1820.  At  that  time  the  Bank  of  Columbia 
paid  specie.  The  above  sum,  credited  as  cash, 
was  suffered  to  remain  in  the  bank  from  that 
time  to  the  present.  This,  as  I  understand,  was 
in  pursuance  of  an  agreement  with  the  Treasury. 


Can  of  Ninian  Edwards. 


This  deposite  was  the  only  compensation  the  bank 
received  for  the  trouble  of  collection.  I  do  not 
know  that  any  time  was  specified  for  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  deposite.  The  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  has  pressed  the  bank  very  much  for  the 
amount;  more,  I  think,  than  he  ought  to  have 
done,  considering  the  trouble  and  expense  to 
which  the  bank  was  put. 

D.  KURTZ. 
ST.\TEMENT  W. 
Evidences  of  debt  in  possession  of  the  Bank. 


Cumberland  bank  of  Alleghany 
Bank  of  W  ilmington  and  BraniJywine    - 
Farmer?  and  Mechanics'  Bank,  Pittaburg 
Urbana  BankingCompany        .         .         . 
Bedford  Bank  of  Pennsylvania 
German  Bank  of  Wooster        -         -         . 
T.'nion  Bank  of  Pennaylvania 
Sundry    Bank    notes,   among  which  are 
Kentucky  In.  Co.  .$797,  .Nfarietta  and 
Susquehanna  Trading  Co.  $1,360,  Sus- 
quehanna Bridge  Co.  $796,  and  $482 
counterfeits  of  various  banks 


$1,176  61 
7,376  00 
1.311  00 
2,339  00 
4,059  67 

2.3,761  00 
9,758  00 


•      3,880  22 
$5.3,661   40 


STATE. ME  NT  X. 

Evidences  of  debt  in  these  eases  delivered, 
session  of  the  Treasury,  August, 
Elkton  Bank  of  Maryland      - 
Alexandria  Society,  Granville 
Owl  Creek  Bank 

VVestern  Bank  of  Virginia,  Parkersburg 
German  Bank  of  Wooster 
Farmers'  Bank  of  New  Salem 
Bank  of  Green  Castle    - 
Commercial  Bank  of  Lake  Erie      - 
Virginia  Saline  Bank     - 
Bank  of  Somerset  and  Worcester  - 
Merchants'  Bank,  Alexandria 
Urbana  Banking  (company     - 
Juniata  Bank  of  Pennsylvania 
Huntingdon  Bank 
Bank  of  Muskingum      ... 

Do  ... 

Do  ... 

Lebanon  Miami  Exporting  Company 
Bank  of  Washington,  Pa. 


and  in  pos- 
1820. 

19,865  25 

2,463  00 

64  00 

198  00 

11,344  00 

1,835  00 

595  00 

10,900  00 

10,121   00 

1,375 

3,217 

600  00 
3,200  00 
2,380  00 
291  00 
7,930  00 
29,741  00 
9,575  00 
7,508  34 


00 

GO 


$123.102  ."ig 

STATEMENT  Y. 

Bellemont  Bank  of  St.  Clairsville ;  Bank  of 
Marietta;  Franklin  Bank  of  Columbus  ;  Alexan- 
dria Society,  Granville  ;  German  Bank  of  Woos- 
ter; Muskingum  Bank,  Zanesville;  Centre  Bank, 
Pennsylvania  ;  Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank, 
Greencastle;  Union  Bank,  Pennsylvania  ;  Farm- 
ers'  Bank,  Pittsburg ;  Farmers,  Mechanics,  and 

Manufacturers' Bank,  Chillicothe;  Farmers' Bank, 
Canton;  Bank  of  Mount  Pleasant;  Lebanon  Mi- 
ami Banking  Co.  Ohio;  Juniata  Bank;  Farmers 
and   Mechanics'  Bank,  Pittsburg;    Huntingdon 

Bank;  Virginia  Saline  Bank;  Cumberland  Bankof 
Alleghany ;  Merchants'  Bank  of  Alexandria  ;  Ken- 
tucky   Insurance    Company ;    Urbana   Banking 
ISth  Con.  1st  Sese.— 83 


Company  ;  Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank,  New 
Salem ;  Owl  Creek  Bank ;  Western  Bank  of  Vir- 
gmia,  Parkersburg;  Bank  of  Vincenaes ;  Lan- 
caster Ohio  Bank  ;  Zanesville  Canal  and  Manu- 
tacfunng  Company  ;  Ohio  Company;  Commer- 
cial Bank,  Lake  Erie  ;  Bank  of  Beaver ;  Bank  of 
Chillicothe;  Alleghany  Bank,  Bedford;  North- 
western Bank,  Pennsylvania;  Farmers  and  Me- 
chanics' Bank,  Cincinnati;  Bankof  Washington, 
Pennsylvania  ;  Westmoreland  Bank,  Pennsylva- 
nia ;  Miami  Exporting  Company  ;  Farmers  and 
Mechanics' Bank  of  Steubenville  ;  Indiana  Man- 
ufacturing Company ;  Bank  of  West  Union  : 
Banks  in  Delaware ;  Banks  in  Virginia. 

STATEMENT  Z. 

T.  T.  Tucker,  Esq.,  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  in 

account  with  the  Bank  of  Columbia. 
Db. 

Ttm. 

Jan.  20 
Aug  18 

23 
Sept.  4 

30 


Oct  21 

Nov.  21 

1821. 

Oct.  16 

Dec.    2 

1822. 
June  20 
July  18 


933 


To  draft  No. 
J.  Norris 
W.  Neil 
draft  No.  165 
160 
161 
163 
162 
Bank  of  Vincenneg 

Cash 

draft  No.  164 
1,096 

1,237 
1,379 
cash  account 


Sp'L  Dtp. 

$41  ^75 

65 

7,779 

18 

11,194  32 

1,636 

00 

8,120 

00 

23.600 

00 

130 

00 

23,550 

GO 

1,200 

00 

658 

36 

1,822 

00 

5,000 

00 

5,000 

00 

238,361 

87 

bal.  to  new  account,  278,361   87  176^63 


99 


1818. 
Dec.  19 
30 


1819. 
Jan.  14 
Apr.  30 

May  17 
July  13 

1820. 
Aug.  2 

1821. 
Aug.  4 


Ch. 

By  draft  Bank  U.S. 
Do 
Do 
Do 

A.  D.  Stewart's  dep. 

Bank  Wilmington  6i. 
Brandywine 

Sundry  Treas.  draft* 

Troas.  draft  on  Chil- 
licothe 

Do  do 

Bank  United   States 
Special  deposite 

Dollars. 


By  balance  of  special  deposite 
Do       of  cash  account 


Dollar*.,  283,361  87;  545,991  37 


45.000 


238,361  87 


468,588  37 
13,640  00 
10,900  00 
17,744  00 

8,32e  00 

17,376  00 


7,930  00 
291  00 

1,200  00 


283,361  87  545,991  37 


278,361  87 


176,763  99 


X  Special    deposite,  evidences  at   the 

Treasury 123,102  .59 

W       do         do         Bank  of  Columbia     53,661  40 


$176,763  99 
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In  addition  to  the  balance,  aa  ata^ed  in  the  account 

current,  there  is  due  to  the  United  States,  on  the  books 
of  the  Office  of  Pay  and  Deposite,  on  sundrj  accounts, 
about  ^30,000. 


Alexander  Kerr  sworn,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Edwards. 

I  am  Cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Metropolis,  in  this 
city,  and  have  been  so  for  ten  years  past.  It  was 
one  of  the  banks  in  which  public  deposites  were 
made  previous  to  the  existence  of  the  United 
States  Bank.  When  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  went  into  operation,  the  Bank  of  the  Me- 
tropolis owed  to  the  United  States  about  §90,000, 
which  was  drawn  for  by  the  former  in  one  check. 
This  sum  had  come  into  the  bank  by  deposites  of 
individuals  only,  and  not  by  loan.  There  is  a 
deposite  now  in  the  bank,  to  the  credit  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  consequence  of  payments  for  West- 
ern lands  being  made  partly  m  bills  which  the 
United  Stales  Bank  would  not  receive  as  cash, 
and  which  were  received  by  the  Bank  of  the  Me- 
tropolis, and  receipted  for  to  the  Treasurer  of  the 
United  Slates,  as  cash.  The  notes  were  on  specie 
paying  banks  ;  we  received  them  as  cash  ;  and 
considered  the  accommodation  to  the  Government 
quite  equal  to  any  benefit  received  by  the  bank. 
The  sum  has  gradually  increased  and  vibrated, 
from  40  to  §60,000.  It  was  never  made  at  the 
solicitation  of  our  bank  ;  but  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  directed  persons  wishing  to  pay  for 
lands  as  above  stated,  to  apply  to  our  bank,  to 
know  if  we  would  receive  ihe  notes,  and  credit 
them  as  cash  ;  which  we  agreed  to  do.  The 
amount  of  deposite,  as  reported  to  the  Treasury 
the  1st  day  of  January,  of  the  present  year,  was 
about  §60,000.  Neither  specie  nor  United  Slates 
notes,  to  any  considerable  amount,  were  included 
in  the  above  deposites. 

ALEXANDER  KERR. 

June  10,  1824. 


Jonah  Thompson  sworn,  at  tlu  request  of  Mr.  Edwards. 

I  am  President  of  the  Bunk  of  Alexandria,  and 
have  been  since  March  1st,  1819. 

The  bank  never  applied  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  for  a  loan,  but  have  always  had  the 
deposites  from  the  custom-house.  On  the  9th  of 
January,  there  was  an  application,  and  understood 
to  be  the  wish  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
that  the  Bank  of  Alexandria  would  assume  and 
pay  the  sum  of  forty-six  thousand  dollars  to  the 
Government.  The  Bank  of  Alexandria  gave 
credit  to  the  Government  for  the  amount,  and  the 
Mechanics'  Bank  agreed  to  secure  it  by  notes  and 
real  estate.  The  bank  pays  the  drafts  of  the  Gov- 
ernment when  called  upon.  It  has  a  deposite  of 
more  than  §139,000.  The  Bank  of  Alexandria 
has  never  applied  to  the  Treasurer  for  any  indul- 
gence, to  my  knowledge. 

JONAH  THOMPSON. 


Edward  Jones  sworn,  at  the  reqiust  of  Mr.  Edwards. 

I  am  Chief  Clerk  in  the  Office  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury.     I  have  heard  of  a  letter  men- 


tioned by  Mr.  Edwards  as  having  been  written  by 
Mr.  Stephenson,  Receiver  of  the  Public  Moneys 
tft  Edwardsville,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury— I  first  heard  of  it  very  lately — I  believe  the 
first  intimation  1  had  concerning  it  was  derived 
from  Mr.  Edwards's  memorial  to  Congress. 

Q,uestion  by  Mr.  Cook.  Did  you  ever  see,  in 
the  Treasury  Department,  previously  to  Mr.  Ed- 
wards' memorial,  any  letter  or  notice  in  any  of  the 
public  papers,  concerning  Mr.  Edwards'  having 
withdrawnfrom  thedirectorshipof  theBauk  at  Ed- 
wardsville? 

Answer.  Never. 

Q,uesiionbyMr.  Cook.  Does  the  correspondence 
between  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  the 
banks  which  are  depositories  of  the  public  moneys, 
pass  through  your  hands? 

A.  Yes.  When  the  Secretary  is  in  town  he 
opens  the  mail  himself,  writes  on  the  different 
bundles  such  directions  as  will  designate  what  is 
to  be  done  with  each,  so  that  they  may  respec- 
tively be  acted  on  ;  they  are  then  sent  out  to  me, 
and  I  distribute  them  amongst  the  clerks. 

Q,.  Have  you  read  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  made  to  Congress  on  the  22d  day 
of  March,  of  the  present  year? 

A.  Yes,  I  have. 

Q,.  Did  the  Secretary  consult  you  in  making 
out  that  report  ? 

A.  No. 

Q,.  Did  he  say  any  thing  to  you  in  reference  to 
that  report  before  it  was  made  ? 

A.  No. 

Q,.  Do  you,  or  do  you  not,  know  that  the  letter 
from  Mr.  Stephenson,  referred  to  by  Mr.  Edwards, 
has  since  been  found  in  the  Treasury  Department? 

A.  No,  I  do  not  know  any  such  thing. 

Q.  Have  you  heard  that  that  letter  has  been 
found  ? 

A.  Never. 

Q..  Do  you  remember  whether  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  received  the  St.  Louis  Enquirer  in 
1819? 

A.  I  do  not  recollect.  I  have  seen  that  paper 
several  times  in  the  Department.  Papers  are  fre- 
quently sent  to  the  Secretary,  which  he  has  not 
subscribed  for,  and  after  a  few  numbers  are  sent 
and  no  subscripiion  obtained,  they  are  sent  do 
longer. 

Q,.  When,  according  to  your  best  recollection, 
did  you  first  see  that  paper  in  the  Department? 

A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q,.  Do  you  think  it  was  several  years  past? 

A.  I  have  seen  it  within  two" years. 

Question  by  Mr.  Forsyth.  Does  all  the  official 
correspondence  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
pass  through  your  hands  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Question  by  Mr.  Forsyth.  In  order  to  distribute 
the  different  papers  sent  out  to  you  by  the  Secre- 
tary, is  it  not  necessary  that  you  should  read  them? 

Answer.  To  read  them  all  would  occupy  more 
time  than  I  can  spare  ;  but  on  merely  opening 
them  I  can  immediately  perceive  whether  they  are 
from  banks  or  Receivers  of  Public  Money.s,  or 
what  is  their  general  character. 


Case  of  Ninian  Edvard$. 


Question  by  Mr.  Forsyth.     Who  makes  the  en- 1 
dorsements  on  these  letters  ? 

An.«twer.  If  they  require  an  immediate  answer 
I  usually  draw  the  answer,  and  in  that  case  i 
endorse  them  myself;  but  if  they  do  not  require 
immediate  attention,  or  do  not  lieed  any  answer 
at  all,  I  hand  them  over  to  a  young  man  who  as- 
sists me,  and  he  makes  the  endorsement.  The 
greater  part  of  the  letters  received  are  of  the  de- 
scription first  mentioned.  I  do  not  draught  all 
the  answers ;  but  most  of  the  letters  are  of  such  a 
kind  that  there  are  precedents  for  the  answer 
required. 

Question  by  Mr.  Forsyth.  When  calls  are  made 
upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  papers,  does 
the  direction  usually  pass  through  your  hands  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  it  usually  does.  (The  direction 
IS  generally  endorsed  on  the  back.)  In  some  few 
cases  it  has  been  sent  immediately  by  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  person  having  charge  of  the  papers. 

Question  by  Mr.  Forsyth.  To  which  of  the 
clerks  go  the  letters  from  the  Receivers  of  the 
Public  Moneys? 

Answer.  They  remain  with  me,  unless  where 
Chey  contain  inquiries  for  directions  concerning 
the  kinds  of  moneys  to  be  received,  and  the  place 
of  deposite;  in  which  case  they  are  considered  as 
pertaining  to  the  duty  of  Mr.  Dickins. 

Question  by  Mr.  Cook.  Where  and  by  whom 
were  the  copies  of  the  voluminous  documents  laid 
before  Congress  at  the  present  session,  in  answer 
to  a  call  for  the  correspondence  of  the  Treasury 
with  the  Western  banks,  made? 

Answer.  That  is  a  question  which  I  cannot 
answer  very  fully.  I  had  no  share  in  making  out 
those  copies.  Mr.  Dickins  was  engaged  in  super- 
intending that  business—a  Mr.  Elkins,  a  Mr.  Phil- 
lips, and  a  Mr.  Washington,  were  employed;  and 
Mr.  Laub,  an  extra  clerk  in  the  office. 

Question  by  Mr.  Cook.  Was  any  part  of  the 
corresponndence  taken  away  from  the  Depart- 
ment to  be  copied  ? 

Answer.  I  was  told  by  Mr.  Richards,  who  had 
the  largest  portion  of  the  letters  from  the  banks 
to  copy,  that  he  took  them  with  him  to  Connec- 
ticut. I  also  understood  from  Mr.  Elkins  that  he 
took  some  of  those  assigned  him  to  his  lodgings. 
Those  given  to  both  these  gentlemen  were  letters 
from  banks  to  the  Department;  those  given  to  the 
extra  clerks  were  records  uken  from  the  files  of 
the  office. 

Question  by  Mr.  Cook.  At  what  time  did  this 
copying  commence? 

Answer.    I  think  about  the  first  of  last  July. 

Question  by  Mr.  Cook.  At  what  lime  was  it 
finished? 

Answer.  A  few  days  before  the  report  went 
into  Congress.  It  occupied  some  days  to  arrange 
so  great  a  number  of  copies  of  letters  ;  but  as  soon 
as  that  was  done,  and  the  report  made  out,  the 
whole  was  sent  in.  I  understood  that  the  arrange- 
ment intended  was,  that  each  letter  should  be  lol- 
lowed  by  the  answer  to  it;  but  I  had  no  hand  in 
the  business,  from  the  commencement  to  the  end 
of  it. 

EDWARD  JONES. 


Clement  Smith  sworn,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Edwards. 
I  am  President  of  the  Farmers  and  Mechanics' 
Bank  of  Georgetown,  and  have  been  for  about 
four  years.  The  bank  has  not  been  in  that  time 
indebted  to  the  United  States,  nor  i.-»  there  a  credit 
now  on  the  books  to  the  United  States. 

CLEMENT  SMITH. 


Qoerton  Carr  sworn,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Edwards. 
I  am  Cashier  of  the  Patriotic  Bank,  and  have 
been  since  its  establishment  in  1815.  The  bank 
had  one  deposite  from  the  Treasury  of  §10  000 
on  the  13th  of  September,  1819.  It  was  made  at 
my  request,  in  consequence  of  the  pressure  then 
existing  in  theconcerns  of  the  bank.  It  consisted  of 
a  draft  on  Salem,  Massachusetts,  for  §5,000,  Ports- 
mouth §2,000,  Bristol  §1,000,  Petersburg  §2,000. 
On  the  11th  February,  1820,  this  loan  was  repaid 
by  a  deposite  in  the  United  States  Branch  Bank 
in  this  city.  Interest  of  6  per  cent,  was  paid 
on  the  deposite,  and  a  loss  was  sustained  of  14 
per  cent,  in  converting  these  funds  into  cash,  which 
was  done  through  the  agency  of  brokers.  The 
banks  drawn  on  were  specie-paying  banks,  and 
their  notes  current  in  their  own  States,  respec- 
tively. The  loss  arose  merely  from  the  rate  of 
exchange.  The  bank  has  never  before  or  since 
been  indebted  to  the  United  States. 

OVERTON  CARR. 


Richard  Smiih  sworn,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Edwards. 
I  am  Cashier  of  the  Branch  Bank  of  the  United 
States  in  this  city,  and  have  been  since  its  insti- 
tution. 

Question  by  Mr.  Cook.  In  what  manner  was 
the  deposite  of  §1,175  made  by  Colonel  Riddick 
in  that  bank,  and  how  was  it  credited  to  the  Uni- 
ted States? 

Answer.     To  the  best  of  my  recollection,  it  was 

entered  to  the  credit  of  the  United  States part  as 

cash,  and  part  as  special  deposite — perhaps  §285 
entered  as  special  deposite  on  paper  of  the  Frank- 
lin Bank  of  Alexandria,  the  residue  entered  as 
cash.  1  have  no  memorandum  with  me  to  refer 
to,  but  presume  the  above  to  be  the  transaction 
referred  to  in  the  question. 

RICHARD  SMITH. 


Thomas  Swann  sworn,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Edwards. 

Question.  Please  to  state  at  what  time  the  trans- 
fer of  the  effects  of  the  Franklin  Bank  of  Alex- 
andria to  the  United  States  was  made,  for  the 
purpose  of  securing  certain  loans  made  to  it 
by  the  Treasury,  and  all  the  circumstances  con- 
nected with  such  transfer. 

Answer.  I  was  applied  to  as  the  Attorney  of 
the  United  States  for  the  District  of  Columbia, 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  some  time  in 
the  Summer  or  Fall  of  1821,  to  carry  into  effect 
an  agreement  which  had  been  entered  into  be- 
tween the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  the 
Franklin  Bank  of  Alexandria,  in  relation  to  a 
debt  of  about  §48,000  due  from  the  Franklin  Bank 
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to  the  United  States.  The  agreeineot  appeared 
to  have  been  entered  into  on  the  23d  of  August, 
1821,  and  the  bank  bound  themselves  to  transfer 
to  William  H.  Crawford,  and  his  successors  in 
office,  all  the  debts  due  to  that  bank,  and  all  the 
real  estate  of  every  description  belonging  to  the 
bank,  and  all  the  notes  given  by  the  stockholders 
of  the  bank,  on  account  of  stock  by  them  severally 
subscribed  thereto.  The  real  estate  was  to  be  dis- 
posed of  on  the  most  advantageous  terms,  and 
the  whole  amount  of  the  moneys  collected  were 
to  be  placed  in  the  Bank  of  Alexandria,  to  the 
credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States.  The 
debts  were  to  be  collected  by  gradual  instalments, 
excepting  the  stock  debts,  which  were  to  be  ap- 
plied, in  the  first  place,  to  the  payment  of  the  de- 
posites  and  issues  then  due  from  the  bank  ;  and, 
in  the  second  place,  to  make  up  any  deficiency 
that  might  be  due  to  the  United  States.  Sche- 
dules of  the  debts  due  to  the  bank  were  annexed 
to  the  agreement. 

Very  shortly  after  this  application  was  made 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  I  prepared  a 
deed  of  assignment  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
this  agreement  into  effect,  and  made  various  ef- 
forts, in  the  course  of  the  Fall  of  that  year,  to  get 
it  executed  by  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
Franklin  Bank,  but  without  effect ;  objections  and 
difficulties,  of  one  sort  or  other,  were  constantly 
made,  and  an  indisposition  to  execute  the  assign- 
ment, as  I  thought,  manifested  on  the  part  of 
the  board.  I  had  understood  that  the  deposite 
had  been  originally  made  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  in  that  bank  at  the  instance  of  General 
Thomson  Mason  and  Mr.  Jno.  T.  Ricketis,  who 
were  then  Directors  of  the  bank,  and,  if  they  had 
been  alive  at  the  time  that  I  prepared  the  assign- 
ment, I  have  no  doubt  that  the  assignment  would 
have  been  promptly  executed  ;  but  the  death  of 
these  gentlemen,  and  of  my  brother,  William  T. 
Swann,  who  had  acted  as  the  President  of  the  bank, 
produced,  1  am  inclined  to  think,  the  delays  which 
attended  the  final  completion  of  this  business. 
After  making  my  efforts  to  get  this  paper  executed, 
I  was  requested  to  send  it  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury ;  and  I  accordingly  did  so,  and  I  believe 
that  a  correspondence  took  place  between  him  and 
the  bank  upon  the  subject  of  the  deed  ;  it  was  re- 
turned to  me  about  the  month  of  May,  1822,  and 
was  finally  executed  by  the  Board  of  Directors  of 
the  bank  some  time  afterwards,  the  precise  period 
I  do  not  now  recollect.  At  the  time  it  was  ex- 
ecuted none  of  us,  I  believe,  were  aware  that  the 
charter  of  the  bank  had  expired.  The  impression 
generally  was,  that  a  power  had  been  reserved  to 
It,  in  common  with  the  other  banks  of  the  District, 
lo  wind  up  its  affairs,  and  the  time  given  was  I 
think,  five  years;  but  so  it  was,  upon  looking'at 
the  law,  the  Franklin  Bank  was  omitted,  and  its 
charter  at  an  end,  before  the  deed  of  assignment 
was  finally  executed. 

When  this  information  was  obtained,  I  was  re- 
quested to  turn  my  attention  again  to  the  original 
agreement,  and  to  see  whether  the  United  States 
would  be  able  to  recover  their  moneys  upon  that 
paper— upon  considering  that  paper,  it  seemed  to 


Ca^  of  Ninian  Edwards. 


me  that  the  notes  which  had  been  negotiated  ia 
the  bank  while  it  was  incorporated  and  endorsed 
in  blank,  might  be  applied  to  the  use  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  I  accordingly  obtained  possession  of 
those  notes,  and  filled  up  the  endorsements  paya- 
ble to  the  United  States,  and  brought  suits  at  law 
upon  those  notes  in  behalf  of  the  United  States, 
which  suits  are  still  mostly  depending. 

As  to  the  stock  notes,  no  measures  have  yet 
been  taken  upon  them,  nor  did  the  agreement  with 
the  bank  authorize  any  steps  to  be  yet  taken,  but 
when  it  may  be  necessary  to  resort  to  them,  it 
seemed  to  me  that  a  court  of  chancery  would  com- 
pel the  payment  of  them  and  give  to  the  United 
States  the  same  relief  as  if  the  assignments  had 
been  regularly  made. 

If  the  United  States  should  be  able  to  enforce 
the  payment  of  these  stock  notes,  I  should  enter- 
tain no  doubt  but  that  the  money  due  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  may  be  obtained — but  otherwise,  a  con- 
siderable loss  would  be  sustained. 

THO.  SWANN. 


David  English  swom^  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Edtoardt. 

lam  Cashier  of  the  Union  Bank  of  Georgetown, 
and  have  been  since  its  institution  in  1809.  That 
bank  received  one  deposite  in  August,  1819,  from 
the  Treasury,  of  S25,U00.  The  bank  was  under 
some  fears  on  the  subject  of  the  resumption  of  spe- 
cie payments,  and  application  was  made  to  the 
Treasury  for  aid,  and  the  loan  was  obtained  ;  which 
was  repaid  in  October  following,  by  deposites  in 
the  United  States  Bank  or  its  branches.  No  other 
deposite  has  since  been  made  by  the  Treasury  in 
the  Union  Bank,  to  my  knowledge.  No  interest 
was  paid  on  the  above  loan. 

D.  ENGLISH. 


Thomas  Durujan  sworn,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Ed- 
wards. 

I  am  a  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  and  have  been  about  eight  years. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  a  letter  said  by 
Mr.  Edwards  to  have  been  written  by  Mr.  Stephen- 
son, Receiver  of  Public  Moneys  at  Edwardsville, 
to  the  Treasury,  in  1819. 

Answer.  Not  until  lately,  when  it  has  been 
mentioned  in  the  public  papers.  I  never  heard  of 
it  until  after  Mr.  Edwards's  memorial  was  com- 
municated to  Congress. 

Q.  Was  it  after  that  memorial  was  presented 
to  Congress  that  you  first  heard  the  subject  spoken 
of? 

A.  I  have  answered  that  question. 

Q.  Have  you  heard  any  thing  of  that  letter's 
having  been  found  in  the  Treasury  Department 
since  that  memorial  was  presented  to  Congress? 

A.  I  have  not. 

Q,.  Do  you  know  whether  the  St.  Louis  En- 
quirer was  received  at  that  Department  in  1819? 

A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q^  Did  you  see  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  of  the  22d  of  March  of  the  present 
year,  previous  to  its  communication  to  Congress, 


Cos*  0/  Ninian  Edwards. 


or  did  you  know  any  thing  of  the  subject  of  its 
contents  before  it  was  communicated  ? 

A.  I  did  not  see  or  copy  any  part  of  the  report 
before  it  went  to  Congress.  I  had  only  a  general 
knowledge  of  its  contents,  such  as  every  body  else 
bad,  from  the  call  to  which  it  was  an  ariswer.  My 
business  in  the  office  did  not  lead  me  to  any  spe- 
cial knowledge  of  that  report, 

THOMAS  DUNGAN. 


Samuel  M.  McKeau  ncurn,  at  (he  request  of  Mr.  Ed- 
wards. 

I  am  a  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury.  I  never  heard  of  the  letter  said  to 
have  been  written  by  Mr.  Stephenson,  Receiver 
of  Public  Moneys  at  Edwardsville,  to  the  Treas- 
ury  Denartment,  before  the  eveniag  of  the  day  on 
which  Mr.  Edwards's  memorial  was  presented  to 
Congress.  I  attend,  among  other  things,  to  that 
part  of  the  business  of  the  office  which  relates  to 
the  remission  of  fines  and  forfeiture-^,  and  also  to 
the  issuing  of  commissions.  I  have  never  heard 
of  that  letter's  having  been  found  by  any  one  in 
the  Treasury  Department. 

S.  M.  McKEAN. 


and  from  banks  should  be  communicated  to  Con- 
gress ;  in  consequence  of  which,  many  letters  were 
so  communicated  which  I  did  not  conceive  to  be 
embraced  in  the  call  of  the  House. 

PETER  G.  WASHINGTON. 


Peter  G.  Washington  sworn,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Ed- 
wards. 

I  am  a  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  and  have  been  since  1st  July,  1822.  I 
copied  a  portion  of  the  documents  submitted  to 
Congress  the  present  session  by  the  Treasury  De- 
partment. 1  first  heard  of  Mr.  Stephenson's  let- 
ter to  the  Treasury  on  the  day  after  the  memorial 
of  Mr.  Edwards  was  presented  to  Congress.  I 
have  never  heard  that  that  letter  has  been  found 
in  the  Department  since  the  presentation  of  that 
memorial.  The  letters  addressed  to  the  office  in 
general,  and  among  them  those  which  contain  the 
correspondence  with  the  banks,  are  mostly  depo- 
sited m  the  room  in  which  I  am  employed,  and 
are  considered  as  placed  more  particularly  under 
ray  charge  ;  and  I  think,  that,  had  such  a  letter 
been  fou  d,  I  must  have  heard  of  it.  The  letters 
have  always  been  under  my  charge  since  I  went 
into  the  office;  but  every  gentleman  in  the  office 
has  free  access  to  them  as  a  matter  of  course  in 
the  discharge  of  his  official  duty — ray  duty  in  re- 
lation to  them  consists  in  placing  and  keeping 
them  on  the  proper  files,  and  restoring  them  to 
their  places  when  removed.  The  custom  of  the 
office  in  relation  to  letters  sent  from  if,  is  to  pre- 
serve in  the  Department  the  draught  of  letters,  and 
to  send  away  the  fair  copy  of  that  draught  made  by 
one  of  the  clerks.  The  original  draught  is  some- 
times made  by  the  Secretary  himself,  and  if  it  is 
sufficiently  fair,  the  original  itself  is  sometimes 
sent,  and  a  copy  retained.  These  copies  or  draughts 
are  filed,  and  usually  recorded  monthly.  No  di- 
rections were  ever  given  me  by  the  Secretary  to 
search  for  the  letter  of  Mr.  Stephenson  ;  as  I  be- 
fore said,  I  never  heard  of  that  letter  until  Mr. 
Edwards's  memorial  was  presented.  The  instruc- 
tions of  the  Secretary  were,  that  all  the  letters  to 


Peter  G.  Washington  again  called. 

auestion  by  Mr.  Webster.  Are  you  able  to  state 
at  what  time  the  copying  of  the  correspondence 
with  the  banks  commenced,  by  order  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  which  was  called  for  by  a 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  May 
8,  1822,  and  which  was  communicated  with  a 
letter  of  the  Secretary  to  the  House,  of  22d  of 
March,  1824? 

Answer.  Soon  after  the  adjournment  of  Con- 
gress, in  1823—1  think,  in  April. 

Question  by  Mr.  Cook.  Look  at  the  paper  now 
shown  to  you.  [Here  Mr.  Washington  was  shown 
a  paper,  submitted  to  the  Committee  by  Mr.  Ed- 
wards, as  the  enclosure  contained  in  the  letter  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  Cashier  of 
the  Bank  of  Edwardsville,  dated  1st  of  Novem- 
ber, 1819.]     Do  you  know  the  handwriting? 

Answer.  I  do. 

Q-  Will  you  state  whose  it  is  ? 

A.  It  is  the  handwriting  of  the  late  Edward 
Fox,  formerly  a  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury. 

Q,.  Do  you  know  who  copied  the  letter  of  the 
1st  of  November,  above  referred  to,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  bein^  communicated  to  the  House,  with 
the  report  ot  the  Secretary  of  the  24th  of  March 
last? 

A.  I  do.     It  was  copied  by  myself. 
Q,.  Did  the  original  copy  of  the  enclosure  ac- 
company the  original  letter,  when  copied  by  you  ? 

A.  It  did  not.  The  enclosure  was  a  letter  to  a 
Receiver.  The  letters  called  for,  were  letters  to 
and  from  banks. 

Q-  Do  you,  or  do  you  not,  know  that  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  could  have  commanded  the 
same  means  during  the  recess  of  Congress,  in 
1822,  for  the  purpose  of  preparing  the  documents 
to  accompany  the  report  made  on  the22d  March, 
1824,  as  were  employed  during  the  succeeding 
year,  to  prepare  the  same  documents ;  and,  if  so, 
do  you  know  what  reason  prevented  their  em- 
ployment? 

A.  The  power  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, on  that  subject,  roust  always  be  the  same. 
In  his  report  of  February,  1823,  he  states  why  all 
the  correspondence  with  the  banks  was  aot  then 
communicated  ;  and  I  know  of  no  other  reason 
than  the  one  be  assigned. 

Q-  Do  you  know  of  any  reason  to  doubt  the 
truth  of  the  facts,  stated  in  that  report,  as  the 
cause  for  not  sooner  communicating  the  corres- 
pondence ? 

A.  I  do  not. 

Question  by  Mr.  Forsyth.  At  what  time  did 
Mr.  Crawford  return  from  Georgia  to  Washing- 
ton, in  that  year  ? 

Answer.  Late  in  the  Fall. 

PETER  G.  WASHINGTON. 
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Robert  Neioell  svorn,  at  the  requMt  of  Mr.  Edwards. 

I  am  a  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury.  I  never  heard  of  the  letter  of  Mr. 
Stephenson  to  the  Treasury,  until  I  read  the  me- 
morial of  Mr.  Edwards  to  Congress,  I  have  been 
in  the  office  three  years.  I  had  charge  of  the 
letters  in  the  apartment  where  Mr.  Washington 
now  is,  for  a  time.  I  never  saw  such  a  letter  as 
that  said  to  have  been  written  by  Mr.  Stephen- 
son, in  the  Department.  It  is  now  nearly  two 
years  since  I  left  that  room.  I  have  heard  noth- 
mg  of  such  a  letter's  being  found  in  the  Depart- 
ment, since  Mr.  Edwards's  memorial  was  pre- 
sented to  Congress.  Nothing  was  ever  said  to 
me,  either  by  Mr.  Crawford  or  by  any  other  per- 
son, respecting  that  letter,  previous  to  Mr.  Craw- 
ford's report  of  the  22d  of  March,  1824. 

R.  NEWELL. 


Asbury  Dickina  sworn,  at  tfu  requtst  of  Mr.  Edwards. 

I  am  a  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.    I  do  not  recollect   that  I  had   any 
agency  m  the  negotiation  concerning  the  collec- 
tion or  securing  the  loan  to  the  Franklin  Bank  of 
Alexandria,  alter  the  time  at  which  the  terms  of 
the  agreement  were  settled,  which  appears  to  have 
been   on   the  5th  of  December,   1821.     I  never 
heard  any  thing,  as  I  now  recollect,  of  the  letter 
said  to  have  been  written  to  the  Treasury,  by  Mr. 
Stephenson,  of  Edwardsville,  previously  to  the 
Secretary's  directing  me  to  draw  up  the  report  of 
the  22d  of  March  last.    I  wrote  the  report,  accord- 
ing to  directions  previously  given  me,  by  the  Sec- 
retary ;  and,  when  it  was  completed,  1  read  it  to 
him.     Before  receiving  those  directions,  I  do  not 
recollect  to  have  heard  Mr.   Stephenson's  letter 
spoken  of  by  any  one.     At  the  time  Mr.  Edwards 
was  examined,  last  year,  before  a  committee  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  I  was  not  present. 
I   may    have,   afterwards,   read    Mr.   Edwards's 
deposition  concerning  that  letter.    But,  when  I 
received  the  directions  above  alluded  to,  I  had 
forgotten  every  thing'in  relation  to  it.     I  received 
Mr.  Crawford's  instructions  to  prepare  the  report 
a  few  days  before  the  papers  were   ready  which 
were  to  accompany  it.     He  expressed  impatience 
at  the  delay  which  had  taken   place,  and  urged 
me  to  use  despatch  myself,  and  to  hasten  the  other 
persons  employed.     The  greater  part  of  the  cor- 
respondence of  the  Secretary  with  the  banks,  has 
passed  through  my  hands,  ever  since  i  have  been 
in  the  office,  which  has  been  since  October,  1816. 
I  had  DO  instructions  to  search  for  the  alleged  let- 
ter of  Mr.  Stephenson,  until  the  lime  I  received 
Mr.  Crawford's  instructions  to  draw  up  the  re- 
port.    He  then  directed  me  to  have  the  search 
made.     I  made  the  search,  accordingly,  but  did 
not  find  such  a  letter,  nor  have  I  .since  heard  of 
its  being  found.     I  searched  for  it  on   the  files  of 
the  office.     The  letters  had   been  put  away  in 
bundles.     I  directed  the  messenger  to  bring  me 
the  bundles  which  contained  the  letters  of  the 
period  alluded  to.     I  searched  all  of  those  bundles, 
and  examined  all  the  files  of  letters  they  contained. 
Those  bundles  were  not  in  my  charge,  and  I  can- 


not say  how  long  they  had  remained  untouched — 
they  are  usually  put  away  by  the  junior  clerks. 
They  may  be  said  to  be  in  the  particular  care  of 
Mr.  Jones,  or  rather  the  messenger  ;  they  are  put 
away  in  cases.  The  report,  as  I  believe,  bears 
date  the  same  day  it  was  sent  to  the  House, 
which,  I  think,  was,  also,  the  same  day  on  which 
the  fair  copy  was  written.  I  do  not  remember  that 
I  had  any  conversation  with  Mr.  Crawford,  on  the 
subject  of  that  letter,  between  the  time  when  I 
first  received  his  instructions  to  draw  up  the  re- 
port, and  the  time  when  I  read  the  draught  of  the 
report  to  him.  He  then  inquired  whether  I  had 
made  the  search  directed,  and  I  informed  him  that 
I  had,  and  of  the  result.  Mr.  Richards,  as  far  as 
I  recollect,  returned  the  letters  he  took  away  to 
copy,  in  October  or  November.  When  he  re- 
turned, I  employed  several  persons  in  making 
farther  copies.  At  the  time  I  had  the  first  con- 
versation with  Mr.  Crawford,  concerning  the  let- 
ter of  Mr.  Stephenson,  he  directed  me  to  search 
the  records  for  an  answer  to  that  letter,  which  I 
did,  accordingly,  and  found  none. 

ASBURY  DICKINS. 


Thomas  F.    Riddick    «tfom,  cU  tlie  request  of  Mr, 
Edwards. 

The  Bank  of  Missouri  had  a  capital  of  $250,- 
000,  of  which  §40,000  was  placed  in  an  office  of 
discount  and  deposite  at  St.  Grenevieve,  which 
said  office  was  entirely  under  the  control  of  the 
principal  bank,  in  all  respects  ;  the  cashier  and 
all  the  directors  and  officers  were  appointed  by 
the  mother  bank,  and  removed  at  pleasure.  Their 
general  operations  were  also  directed  by  the  prin- 
cipal bank,  at  S(.  Louis.  The  office  at  St.  Gene- 
vieve loaned  money  on  personal  security,  but  never 
on  pledge  of  stock.  Stockholders  residing  at  St. 
Genevieve  pledged  their  stock  at  St.  Louis,  if  they 
wished  to  borrow  on  that  security  ;  not  more  tbaa 
eighty  per  cent,  was  allowed  on  such  pledge,, 
which  was  considered  only  as  collateral  security^ 
These  loans  were  always  considered  safe,  and 
better  than  any  personal  security.  I  believe  that 
the  stock  has  never  fallen  below  eighty  per  cent. 

A  large  amount  of  public  moneys  had  accu- 
mulated in  the  bank  prior  to  the  9th  August,  1819^ 
but  it  consisted,  for  the  most  part,  in  notes  of 
the  various  banks  of  the  West,  which  had  beea 
received  by  the  land  offices,  and  could  not  be 
used  in  the  Treasury  in  discharge  of  debts  due 
by  the  Government.  The  Bank  of  Missouri,  at 
its  own  expense  and  risk,  (and  for  which  they 
have  not  as  yet  been  allowed  any  compensation, > 
converted  those  funds  to  a  large  amount,  say 
$600,000,  into  such  funds  as  would  pay  the  Trea- 
surer's drafts  at  St.  Louis.  But  the  Govern- 
ment having  no  occasion  to  disburse  any  consid- 
erable amount  at  St.  Louis,  (as  the  bank  were 
informed,)  made  a  proposition  to  the  bank  to 
transfer  its  funds  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
and  certain  of  its  branches;  and,  as  a  compensa- 
tion for  this  service,  agreed  that  §150,000  should 
remain  in  bank  as  a  permanent  deposite,  but 
which  might,  nevertheless,   be  drawn  on  whea 
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disbursements  could  be  made  at  St.  Louis;  agree- 
ing, also,  that  further  compensation  should  be 
made  if  the  deposite  should  not  be  found  adequate 
for  the  service  proposed  to  be  rendered.  This 
was  accepted  in  part  on  the  9th  August,  1819, 
and  a  sum,  amounting  to  near  8450,000,  before 
and  after  that  time,  was  paid  to  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  and  branches,  or  funds  worth  four 
per  cent,  premium  to  the  bank.  The  permanent 
deposite  was  frequently  drawn  on,  and  reduced 
to  an  amount  considerably  below  §150,000.  The 
bank  has  been  allowed  no  compensation  as  yet 
for  this  service  beyond  what  the  uncertain  benefit 
of  this  deposite  might  have  been  worth  to  them, 
which,  under  circumstances,  ought  to  be  estimated 
at  a  very  .^^mall  sum.  Moreover,  the  Bank  of  Mis- 
souri had  to  encounter  the  hostility  of  nearly  all 
the  institutionsof  the  West  from  whom  the  Bank 
of  Missouri  had  to  make  demand  for  specie  funds, 
or  such  other  funds  as  would  satisfy  the  Treasu- 
rer's drafts;  and,  also,  from  gentlemen  connect- 
ed with  those  banks.  This  fact  will  be  seen  by 
a  reference  to  the  printed  correspondence  with 
banks.  See  letters  from  the  President  of  the  Bank 
of  Kentucky  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  May 
25,  1819;  September  29,  li^l9;  letter  from  hon- 
orable W.  H.  Crawford  to  President  of  the  Bank 
of  Kentucky,  July  30,  1819 ;  also,  letters  from 
honorable  Ninian  Edwards,  a  Senator  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,^  .May  10th  and  12th,  1819,  directed  to 
Thomas  K.  Riddick,  one  of  the  Directors  of  the 
Bank  of  Missouri,  which  said  letters  last  named 
are  filed  with  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
in  support  of  a  petition  presented  by  Thomas  F. 
Riddick.  as  agent  for  the  bank. 

It  will  also  be  seen,  by  reference  to  the  several 
agreements  made  by  the  Bank  with  the  Treasury 
Department,  and  the  general  correspondence;  also, 
the  original  certificates  of  deposite,  that  the  Bank 
of  Missouri  never  became  bound,  until  the  9th  of 
August,  1819,  to  pay  over  to  the  Treasury  any 
other  or  better  funds  than  such  as  they  should  re- 
ceive from  the  land  offices,  not  having  it  in  their 
power,  before  the  said  9th  of  August,  to  direct 
what  kind  of  paper  should  be  received  in  payment 
for  lands;  this  was,  before  that  date,  regulated  by 
a  list  furnished  the  different  Receivers,  by  the 
Treasury  Department,  and,  whether  at  par  or  not, 
was  received  from  them  by  the  Bank  of  Missouri, 
and  certificates  of  deposite,  issued  by  the  cashier, 
stating  the  amount  received  in  par  funds,  and  the 
amount  received  in  such  paper  as  had  been  au- 
thorized by  the  Treasury  Department.  The  bank, 
therefore,  clearly  had  a  right  to  pay  over  such 
funds  as  was  received  by  them;  and  the  Govern- 
ment, in  common  justice,  is  bound  to  make  com- 
Kensation  for  the  risk  and  loss  incurred  by  the 
ank,  in  converting  those  funds  into  such  other 
funds  as  could  be  used  by  the  Treasury,  in  pay- 
ment of  demands  against  them. 

Whenever  these  fair  demands  of  the  bank  shall 
be  liquidated  and  settled,  the  amount  that  will  be 
then  found  due  the  United  States  will  be  much 
lessened,  and  the  amount  that  has  been  transferred 
by  the  bank  ample,  and  greatly  more  than  suffi- 
cient to  satisfy  every  cent' justly  due  by  the  bank 


to  the  United  Stales.  The  amount  that  now 
stands  charged  on  the  books  of  the  Treasury,  if 
the  nominal  amount  of  all  the  moneys  of  every 
description  paid  into  bank  by  the  land  offices, 
without  any  deduction  having  been  made  for  ser- 
vices rendered,  and  for  risk  and  loss  in  exchange. 

It  will  also  be  seen,  by  reference  to  the  reporto 
of  the  bank,  and  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
the  Missouri  Legislature,  that  the  Bank  of  Mis- 
souri did,  at  all  times,  conduct  its  operations  with 
great  care  and  circumspection,  never  having  an 
average  discount  including  notes  on  pledges  os 
stock  (with  the  exception  of  the  deposite  of  §150,- 
000)  greater  than  the  capital  stock,  and  never 
having  its  paper  signed  for  circulation  to  a  greater 
amount  than  $204,938  29,  of  which  sum  (if  the 
books  of  the  bank  were  within  my  reach,)  I  am 
satisfied  it  would  be  found  that  the  average  amount 
in  circulation,  from  the  completion  of  the  payment 
of  the  capital  stock,  to  the  day  of  suspension,  did 
not  exceed  §80,000 ;  the  greatest  amount  that  ap- 
pears ever  to  have  been  in  circulation,  was  $153,- 
899  50;  of  which  sum  $25,000,  or  near  that 
amount,  was  specially  deposited  in  the  Branch 
Bank  of  the  United  States  at  Lexington,  and  be- 
longed to  the  Bank  of  Missouri ;  at  the  time  the 
bank  suspended  payment,  only  $86,000,  or  there- 
abouts, was  m  circulation. 

The  suspension,  in  August,  1821,  cannot,  there- 
fore, \k  attributed  either  to  excessive  loans,  or  to 
an  excessive  issue  of  the  paper  of  the  bank;  but 
to  the  general  situation  of  the  Western  country, 
which  rendered  it  impossible  for  the  bank  to  col- 
lect from  its  debtors,  with  sufficient  promptness,  to 
meet  the  demands  for  specie,  created  by  the  pres- 
sure that  existed  at  that  time,  and  to  the  circum- 
stance of  this  bank  being  almost  the  only  one 
who  continued  to  pay  specie  on  demand  in  the 
Western  country. 

Question  by  Mr.  Cook.  Were  you  President 
of  the  Bank  of  Missouri  in  1821  ? 

Answer.  I  was. 

Q..  by  same.  Do  you  believe  that  the  account 
and  monthly  returns  made  by  that  bank  were  cor- 
rect, just,  and  true? 

A.  I  believe  they  were,  and  that  the  statement 
made  by  myself,  and  forwarded  to  Mr.  Crawford 
under  date  of  30th  June,  1821,  was  also  just  and 
true. 

Q,.  From  what  land  office  were  the  largest  de- 
posites  made  in  the  Bank  of  Missouri,  between 
the  1st  of  July,  1818,  and  9th  August,  1819? 

A.  From  the  land  office  at  Franklin. 

Q,.  When  did  General  Smith  make  his  first  de- 
posite ? 

A.  I  believe  on  the  7th  December,  1818. 

Q,.  How  much  larger  do  you  suppose  these  de- 
posites  were  than  those  from  any  other  office? 

A.  Something  more  than  twice  the  amount 
from  the  office  at  St.  Louis. 

Q,.  What  was  the  amount  of  General  Smith's 
deposite  between  the  aforesaid  periods? 

A.  I  believe  they  amounted  to  $460,966  76; 
this  I  take  from  a  memorandum  in  my  posses- 
sion. 

Q,.  Were  any  of  the  notes  received  from  him 
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refu:ied  to  be  received  as  cash,  aod  were  they  spe- 
•cially  entered  ?  If  so,  stale  the  circumj-tances, 
aod  whether  General  Smith  was  apprized  thereof. 
A.  General  Smith  very  seldom  made  his  de- 
posites  in  person.  His  office  being  near  two  hun- 
dred miles  from  the  bank,  they  were  generally 
placed  in  bank  by  some  person  in  whom  the  Gen- 
eral had  confidence,  travelling  to  St.  Louis  or  to 
the  eastward,  or  by  boats  trading  on  the  Missouri. 
I  do  not  remember  that  the  bank  ever  had  any 
difficulty  with  General  Smith  or  any  other  per- 
son, about  his  deposites.  I  believe  they  were 
always  made  in  the  same  funds  which  he  received 


A.  It  is  my  impreysion  that  it  always  greatly 
exceeded  that  amount. 

Q,.  Did  not  so  much  of  the  money  advanced 
for  discounts  as  exceeded  the  amount  of  the  bank's 
own  paper,  consist  of  moneys  deposited  m  it  by 
the  Goverumenl? 

A.  It  consisted  in  part  of  such  moneys,  but  not 
wholly,  because  some  part  of  those  moneys  were 
in  notes  that  the  bank  could  not  use. 

Q,.  Did  the  bank  ever  refuse  to  receive  depos- 
ites made  by  General  Smith  as  cash  ? 

A.  So  much  of  the  deposite  as  was  in  cash  was 
received  as  cash  ;  so  much  of  it  as  consisted  of 


lor  lands,  and  certificates  were  issued  to  him  by  I  bills  was  receipted  for  as  such  ;  but  the  whole 


the  cashier,  stating  the  kind  of  funds  deposited 
which  certificates  were,  no  doubt,  forwarded  by 
him  to  the  Treasury  Department„as  vouchers. 

Q^  What  amount  of  internal  taxes  were  depos- 
ited, much  or  little  ? 

A.  I  do  not  remember  of  any  deposites  being 
made  of  that  description. 

Q.  by  Mr.  Forsyth.  When  were  the  deposites 
of  the  Tennessee  paper  made  by  the  Bank  of  Mis- 
souri, at  Louisville  7 


A  J ---.  w.'w 

amount  was  credited  together,  without  distinction. 

Q,.  Did  you,  in  receiving  deposites  from  the 
Land  Offices,  ever  keep  a  separate  account  of  pa- 
per and  of  cash  ? 

A.  A  memorandum  of  the  sort  of  funds  received 
was  kept  by  the  cashier,  but  it  did  not  go  into  the 
books  of  the  bank.  But,  in  private  accounUi  with 
individuals,  a  separate  account  was  in  some  in- 
stances kept  for  cash  and  for  notes,  by  inserting  in 
the  ledger,  opposite  to   the  sums  paid,  the  words 


...  .  .      ,,.        i"v  .tu^ti,  wppuaiic    lu    lutr    sums    paiu,  lue  wora 

A.  I  believe  m  May,  1820,  having  promised  Mr.  '  cash,"  or  ''  foreign  notes,"  as  the  case  mi?ht  be. 
Crawlord  to  have  It  lorwarded  as  soon  as  I  arrived  j  When  deposites  were  made  on  account  of  the 
at  St.  Louis,  which  was  done  by  a  special  agent.  |  United  States,  a  certificate  was  issued  by  the 
I  was  afterwards  informed  that  the  agent  of  the  '  Cashier,  stating  whether  the  deposite  had  boen 
Nashville  Bank  received  the  amount  of  the  Nash-    made  in  cash,  or  in  such  notes  as  the  Land  Offi- 


Tille  Bank  paper,  but  that  the  agent  of  th#  Ten- 
nessee Bank  had  left  Louisville  a  short  time  before 
the  arrival  of  the  special  agent  of  the  Missouri 
Bank  at  Louisville,  and  deposited  it  in  the  Branch 
Bank  of  the  United  States. 

Thomas  F.  Riddick  states,  that  while  a  director 
of  the  bank,  he  had  access  at  all  times  to  the  books 


'  7   -  — im.    Aij^ic  naa  uu   iidUMcr  iiiaue  lo  any  oiner 

and  papers  of  the  bank,  being  nominated  by  the    bank  in  Kentucky  but   the  bank  at   Louisville 

Hrpsulpnt  tn  apt    in     hie    nlano    t\t,\  tom      nA^^^    i.„  i  'r>i.-  • r  /    •         •••■<.. 


President  to  act  in  his  place  pro  tem.,  when  lie 
was  absent  at  his  farm,  or  was  holding  Indian 
treaties,  or  otherwise  unable  to  attend ;  that  he 
counted  the  Tennessee  and  other  paper  transferred 
to  the  Treasury,  before  the  proposition  of  the  9th 
Augnst,  1818,  was  made,  and  that  he  took  with 
him,  when  he  left  St.  Louis  for  Washington  City, 
in  December,  1819,  a  considerable  part  ol  the  funds 
intended  to  be  so  transferred,  and  made  a  deposite 
at  Chillicothe,  and  in  the  Branch  Bank  of  the  Uni 


ces  were  directed  to  receive. 

Q..  Was  not  the  principal  part  of  the  funds  de- 
posited by  Government  in  the  Bank  of  Missouri, 
transferred  to  the  Branch  Bank  of  the  United 
States  at  Louisville,  and  other  banks  in  Ken- 
tucky ? 

A.  There  was  no  transfer  made  to  any  other 


The  transfers  made  by  the  bank  will  appear  in  the 
communication  of  the  Treasurer  No.  2,  dated 
March  1st,  1823. 

Q..  Were  not  the  funds  which  you  say  were 
worth  four  per  cent,  premium,  and  paid  over  by 
the  bank  to  Government,  derived  from  the  Gov- 
ernment deposites  ? 

A.  Some  part  of  them  might  have  been  ;  the 
greater  part  was  by  the  purchase  of  bills  on  the 
Government,   sent  to  the   Bank   of  the    United 


,,<>..        .  Ti-     L  11  —  ■•-•<j.>.iuiiicui,    .-lui   lu   lue    x^anK    oi    me    United 

ted  States  at  Washington;  which  deposites  made    States  at  Philadelphia,  and  to  the  Branch  Bank 

a   Dart  Ot    the  Pharcrp  aaanwf   lum    Qv  orr..r.>    ^r   .V,„  ;    _i-  .1.  -    ¥T  .  •        .    c.     .'^         '..,       .  •■'■    *-'n»iiv,ii   xjau* 


a  part  of  the  charge  against  him  as  agent  of  the 
bank,  as  contained  in  the  monthly  returns  made 
to  the  Trea.sury  in  the  months  of  January  and 
February,  1820.  Also,  that  what  I  have  stated 
before  the  committee  of  my  own  knowledge  is 
true,  and  what  I  have  slated  as  matter  of  opinion, 
I  believe  to  be  true. 

Q.  by  Mr.  Cook.  When  you  di.scounted  notes 
for  individuals,  in  what  kind  of  money  did-  you 
advance  the  amount  of  such  notes  ? 

A.  Those  discounts  were  usually  left  in  depos- 
ite, and  drawn  form  small  sums  at  difierent  times. 
Thev  were  then  paid  generally,  in  notes  of  the 
Bank  of  Missouri,  or  in  such  other  funds  as  the 
bank  had  at  the  time,  or  as  the  party  demanded. 

Q,.  Did  not  the  amount  of  discounts  by  the 
Bank  of  Missouri  always  very  greatly  exceed  the 
amount  of  its  notes  in  circulation  ? 


of  the  United  States  at  Washington  City,  for  col- 
lection on  the  part  of  the  bank. 

a.  Were  not  these  bills  jiaid  for  in  the  funds 
that  had  been  deposited  in  the  bank  by  the  Gov- 
ernment ? 

A.  They  were  paid  for  out  of  the  general  fund 
of  the  bank. 

a.  Did  such  general  fund  embrace  the  public 
deposites  i 

A.  There  was  no  distinct  account  kept  between 
the  public  lund  and  the  general  fund  of  the  bank. 

U.  \V  as  any  premium  paid  by  the  bank  on  those 
Government  bills  in  their  purchase  ?  and  if  so,  on 
how  many,  and  to  what  amount  ? 

A.  A  premium  was  frequently  paid  by  the  bank 
upon  such  purchase.  I  cannot  ^ay,  without  a  ref- 
erence to  the  books  of  the  bank,  lo  what  amount. 
A  premium  ot  two  per  cent,  has  in  some  cases 
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been  paid,  but  it  varied  from  par  to  one  and  a 
half  and  two  per  cent.  When  the  bank  sold  their 
own  bills  on  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  it  sold 
ihem  at  four  per  cent,  premium. 

Q^  By  what  means  did  the  Bank  of  Missouri 
acquire  funds  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  on 
which  it  could  draw  bills? 

A.  By  collections  made  in  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  for  and  on  account  of  the  Bank  of  Mis- 
souri, and  perhaps  in  .some  instances  by  deposites 
made  there  by  individuals  to  the  credit  of  the 
Bank  of  Missouri. 

Q,.  What  description  of  debts  were  they  which 
were  collected  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
for  the  Bank  of  Missouri  ? 

A.  A  part  of  them  were  bills  drawn  by  indi- 
viduals, and  a  part  of  them  were  bills  drawn  by 
persons  authorized  to  draw  on  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  for  the  expenditure  of  public  moneys. 
Much  the  greater  part,  I  believe,  however,  were 
bills  drawn  by  individuals. 

Q.  You  stated  that  the  Government  funds  in 
the  Bank  of  Missouri,  at  the  time  it  suspended 
cash  payments,  consisted  of  bills  which  could 
not  be  converted  into  cash,  or  such  suspension 
would  not  have  happened.  I  wish  you  now  to 
state  what  amount  of  bills  deposited  on  account  of 
the  Government  was  in  the  Bank  of  Missouri  at 
the  time  the  suspension  of  cash  payments  took 
place. 

A.  I  was  not  correctly  understood,  if  it  was 
supposed  that  I  said  that  the  Government  funds 
in  bank  at  the  time  of  the  suspension  consisted  of 
bilLs.  Although  a  credit  then  stood  on  the  books 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  the  money  cor- 
responding with  that  credit  was  not  actually  in 
the  bank.  The  amount  due  the  Government,  as 
appeared  on  the  books  of  the  bank,  was  very  near 
the  amount  allowed  as  a  permanent  deposite, 
which  was  payable  six  months  after  the  bank 
ceased  to  be  employed  as  an  office  of  public 
de}>osite. 

U.  What  sum  did,  then,  remain  in  bank,  of 
bills  which  had  been  entered  to  the  credit  of  the 
United  States  ? 

A.  A  very  .small  amount,  perhaps  about  five 
thousand  dollars. 

U.  When  the  arrangement  was  made  with  the 
Bank  of  Missouri,  under  which  it  was  to  retain  a 
permanent  deposiie,  what  was  the  amount  first 
understood  it  should  so  retain? 

A.  One  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

Q,.  Was  there  not  an  arrangement  made  with 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  by  letters  of  August 
and  September,  1819,  by  which  the  same  moneys 
were  to  have  been  received  by  the  Government, 
or  a  considerable  portion  of  them,  as  were  re- 
ceived under  the  subsequent  arrangement  of  March, 
1820  ?  And  did  not  the  bank  fail  to  comply  with 
the  first  arrangement  alluded  to? 

A.  The  letter  of  the  bank  of  the  9th  of  August, 

1819,  and  the  arrangement  made  by  me,  in  March' 

1820,  will  answer  that  question.  Whatever  paper,' 
under  the  first  arrangement,  was  not  transferred' 
the  bank,  of  course,  was  acccwntable  for  in  cash.' 

Q.  Was  not  a  part  of  the  same  paper  which 


was  to  have  been  transferred  under  the  first  ar- 
rangement, afterwards  received  under  the  second, 
in  a  depreciated  state? 

A.  No.  I  believe  that  ail  the  paper  transferred 
to  the  Government  was  of  the  same  value  at  the 
time  of  the  transfer,  as  it  was  at  the  time  it  was 
agreed  to  be  transferred  by  letter  of  the  9th  of 
August. 

Q,.  Was  not  a  considerable  part  of  the  paper 
transferred  under  the  arrangement  contained  in 
the  letter  of  the  20lh  of  March,  1820,  greatly  be- 
low par? 

A.  It  was. 

Q,.  What  amount  of  it,  as  nearly  as  you  can 
recollect,  was  below  par? 

A.  Something  more  than  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars. 

Q.  Did  the  Bank  of  Missouri  ever  receive  an 
answer,  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to 
the  following  clause  in  a  letter  signed  by  Augus- 
tus Chouteau,  President,  and  dated  9th  August 
1819,  viz:  ' 

"  As  to  the  Bank  of  Edwardsville,  the  only  one  near 

U8,  we  cannot  give  it  our  confidence.     Their  paper  is 

received  with  distrust,  even  in  their  own  neighborhood, 

and  passed  from  hand  to  hand  as  soon   as  possible. 

Owing  to  the   intimate  connexion  which  it  bad  with 

tbe  bank  of  8t.  Louis,  which  cannot  pay  its  debfs, 

and   has  entirely  discontinued    business,   tbe   capital 

stock  of  that  bank  has  been  taken  for  the   most  part, 

and  is  now  owned  by  five  or  six  individuals,  some  of 

I  them  living  out  of  the  State,  and  the  direction  secured 

j  to  such  persons  as  they  may  choose  to  appoint.     There 

I  are  other  objections  which  we  forbear  to  mention." 

A.  I  never  saw  any  answer  to  this  clause,  add 
believe  that  none  was  ever  received  by  the 
bank. 

Q,.  Was  the  opinion  here  expressed  by  the 
Bank  of  Missouri,  concerning  the  Bank  of  Ed- 
wardsville,  continued  lo  be  entertained  by  the 
former,  for  any  length  of  time  after  the  date  of 
that  letter,  and  how  long? 

A.  I  cannot  positively  say,  as  to  any  other  per- 
son but  myself;  but  my  impressions  were  changed 
after  I  understood,  from  common  report,  that  the 
Bank  of  Edwardsville  had  determined  to  forfeit 
the  stock  of  those  persons  who  should  not  pay  the 
requisitions  of  the  bank.  I  understood  that  Gen- 
eral Payne,  of  Kentucky,  and  others,  were  stock- 
holders  to  a  large  amount,  and  1  believed  that 
they  would  fail  to  pay  for  the  stock  subscribed  if 
demanded  in  cash.  This,  I  think,  was  my  im- 
pression at  the  lime,  but  it  was  derived  merely 
from  report  then  prevailing. 

THOMAS  F.  RIDDICK. 


Jamts  L.  Anthony,  mom  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Ed- 

>  wards. 
I  am  a  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury.  I  first  heard  of  xMr.  Stephenson's 
alleged  letter  to  the  Department,  since  Mr.  Ed- 
wards's memorial  was  presented  to  Congress.  I 
have  at  all  times  free  access  to  the  room  in  which 
the  bank  letters  are  kept,  and  have  had  occasion- 
ally to  go  there  to  consult  those  letters  with  re- 
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ypect  to  deposites  by  iDdividuals,  in  payment  of 
debts  to  the  Government.  I  was  not  consulted, 
previously  to  the  report  made  by  the  Treasury 
to  Congress,  on  the  subject  of  its  correspond- 
ence with  the  banks,  as  to  my  knowledge  of  the 
receipt  of  the  alleged  letter  from  Mr.  Stephenson. 
I  have  not  heard  that  that  letter  has  been  found  \n 
the  Department,  since  Mr.  Edwards's  memorial 
was  presented,  nor  have  I  ever  heard  from  any 
person  in  the  Department,  or  in  any  way  con- 
nected with  it,  or  from  any  other  person,  that  such 
a  letter  ever  was  there,  or  that  the  Secretary  had, 
at  any  time,  seen  it.  J.  L.  ANTHONY. 


Exhibit  of  the  amount,  <Vc.,  depatited  in  the  Bank  of 
Missouri,  by  the  Receivers  of  the  Land  Office*  at 
Katkaskia,  Franklin,  St.  Louis,  and  Edwardsville, 
as  contained  in  twenty  six  certificates  of  deposite, 
enclosed  in  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury ,  of  the  8th  of  June,  1824,  to  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  on  the  Address  of  N.  Edwards. 
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of  ihe  ceitificates  of 

'l^olo 

deposile. 

drposiie. 

Kaskaskia. 

Sept.    4,  1818 

$20,243 

$4,236  21 

$24,479  21 

Oct.     3,  1818 

9,887 

2,698  81 

12.585  81 

Nov.  23,  1818 

9,990 

6,010  45 

16,000  45 

Dec.     1,  1818 

6,139 

861  00  1 

7,000  00 

Feb.     5,  1819 

8,129 

3,611  00  ' 

11,740  00 

Franklin. 

Dec.     7,  1818 

50,446 

7,078  87 

57,. 524  87 

Jan.    14,  1819 

38,322 

5,245  62 

43,607  62 

Jan.  20,  1819 

2,776 

0  70 

2,770  70 

Feb.     6,  1819 

28,479 

1,775  19 

30.254  1? 

Mar.  22,  1819 

14,258 

■             0  86 

14,258  86 

Mar.  24,  1819 

73,924 

'  27,078  00 

101,002  00 

Mar.  24,  1819 

37,235 

20,800  00  i 

68,035  00 

April  29,  1819 

16,667 

209  04  1 

16,876  04 

May  25.  1819 

43,834 

28,734  30 

71.668  30 

June  19,  1819 

18,670 

44,353  02  i 

63.023  02 

June22,  1819 

- 

2,080  16  i 

2,080  16 

St.  Louis. 

Oct     6,  1818        -  1 

23,315 

2,309  04 

25,624  04 

Nov.    3,  1818 

10,225 

1,775  00 

12,000  00 

Dec    2,  1818 

7,802 

199  00 

8,001  00 

Dec.  17,  1818        .  1 

16,500 

328  43 

15,828  43 

Feb.     6,  1819 

9,825 

— 

9,825  00 

Feb.  26,  1819 

33,916 

810  00 

34,726  00 

Mar.  30,  1819 

23,464 

1,415  00 

24,879  00 

April  30,  1819 

40,364 

5,758  59 

46,122  59 

Edwardsville. 

Sept.  26,  1818 

7,080 

1,135  00, 

8,215  00 

Oct.   29,  1818 

4,000 

1 

4,000  00 

Total 

553,490 

168,503  29  ' 

1 

721,993  29 

John  Forsyth,  of  the  House  of  Repre^erdatices,  stcom 
at  the  request  of  Mr.  EdwanU. 

I  first  heard  of  the  alleged  letter  of  Mr.  Ste- 
phenson to  the  Treasury,  alter  Mr.  Edwards's  me- 


morial was  presented  to  Congress.  A  day  or 
two  after  Mr.  Crawford's  report  came  into  Con- 
gress, I  read  that  report,  but  had  no  conversation 
with  any  person  respecting  Mr.  Stephenson's  let- 
ter until  afterwards.  I  never  have  heard  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  from  any  person  con- 
nected with  the  Treasury  Department,  or  from 
any  member  of  Congress,  that  such  a  letter  has 
been  found.  I  was  shown  by  a  member  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  a  letter  from  a  gentle- 
man in  Richmond,  in  which  the  writer  stated 
that  a  passenger  on  board  the  steamboat  from 
Washington  down  the  river,  had  said  that  Mr. 
Cook,  a  member  of  Congress  from  Illinois,  had 
Mr.  Crawford's  answer  to  the  letter  of  Mr.  Ste- 
phen.son  ready  to  produce,  on  which  I  called  upon 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  mentioned  to 
him  what  I  nad  heard.  He  replied  "it  was  poss- 
ible, but  it  scarcely  could  be  so." 

J.  FORSYTH. 


11 


Jonathan  Jmnings^  of  the  House  of  Representativet, 
sworn  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Edtoards. 

Question  by  Mr.  Cook.  In  the  report  made  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  Congress,  14th 
February,  1822,  be  states,  that  "  for  the  public 
*  money  on  deposite  in  the  Bank  of  Vincennes  at 
'  the  lime  of  its  failure,  collateral  security  has  been 
'  obtained."  I  wish  you  to  state  your  knowledge 
of  the  nature  of  that  security. 

Answer.  The  collateral  security  consisted  of  as- 
signments of  certain  bonds  given  to  the  Bank  of 
Vincennes,  in  behalf  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  and 
a  note  of  a  Mr.  Piatt  and  his  endorsers,  as  also  a 
transfer  in  trust  for  the  use  of  the  United  States, 
of  certain  real  property.  The  value  of  the  collate- 
ral security,  when  given,  I  should  have  estimated, 
provided  there  had  been  no  substantial  objections 
to  the  character  and  circumstances  under  which 
the  assignments  and  transfers  were  made,  as  being 
worth  a  sum  not  to  exceed  §S0,000 ;  the  greater 
part  of  which,  however,  since  the  assignments  and 
transfer,  owing  to  various  causes,  has  become  una- 
vailable to  the  United  States,  and,  in  my  opinion, 
the  residue  will  not  yield  more  than  $20,000. 

Q,.  Do  you  know  of  any  steps  taken  since  the 
arrangement  of  1821,  to  get  security  for  this  debt  ? 

A.  1  know  of  none,  except  what  was  obtained 
through  General  Noble,  at  Brookville,  Indiana, 
in  the  year  1822 ;  of  the  value  of  which  1  am  un- 
acquainted. 

Q,uestion  by  Mr.  Floyd.  Had  you  any  agency 
in  procuring  the  Bank  of  Vincennes  to  be  made  a 
depository  of  public  moneys?  |. 

Answer.  Among  others,  I  recommended  that 
measure.  The  bank  then  appeared  from  its  quar- 
terly returns,  submitted  to  me  as  Governor  of  the 
State,  to  be  entirely  solvent.  Those  returns  con- 
tained only  the  general  accounts  of  the  bank  ;  nor 
was  the  institution  required  by  any  provision  of 
its  charter,  to  submit  any  list  of  its  debtors,  and 
the  amount  owing  by  each,  to  any  State  authority  ; 
which  it  uniformly  refused  to  do  when  applied  to 
for  that  purpose. 

Question  by  Mr.  Floyd.     When  the  bank  thus 
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refused,  and  you  were  Governor,  did  you  commu- 
nicate that  refusal  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
or  did  you  at  any  time  express  to  him  any  doubts 
or  suspicions  touching  its  solvency. 

A.  I  never  entertained  any  doubt  of  the  solvency 
or  integrity  of  the  Bank  of  Vincennes,  until  late 
in   the  year  1820,  and  the  records  of  the   State 
government  will  show,  that,  in  my  communica- 
tions to  the  Legislature,  I  did  not  recommend  an 
examination   into  the  situation  of  the  bank  until 
December,  1820  ;  prior  to  which  time,  it  will  ap- 
pear, however,  from  the  communications  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  bank,  that  the 
latter  bad  committed  a  breach  of  its  engagements 
with   the   former,  in   failing  to  pay  drafts  drawn 
by  the   Treasury  as  early  as  the  19ih  of  October, 
18th  of  November,  28th  December,  1819,  and  10th 
of  March,  1820:  of  which    failure  to  pay  those 
drafts,  I  have  no  recollection  of  having  had  any 
information,  until  the  session  of  Congress  before 
the  last.     I  was  informed,  however,  of  one  small 
draft,  drawn  on  the  bank  by  the  Treasury,  having 
been   dishonored  during  the   Winter  of  1820-21, 
shortly  before  I  personally  examined  said  bank. 
Upon  this  examination,  I  discovered  the  bank  had 
not  two   hundred  dollars  of  available  funds,  and 
that  a  draft  drawn  upon  it  for  moneys  in  favor  of 
the  Pension  Agent  for  the  Indiana  roll,  had  been 
diverted  from  its  legitimate  object,  to  the  prejudice 
of  the  Government.     I  advised  the  Secretary  of 
War  of  the  circumstances. 

I  made  no  communication  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  when  the  bank  declined  giving  a  list 
of  its  debtors,  and  the  amount  owing  by  each. 
The  bank  was  not  bound  to  give  such  list,  nor 
was  It  required  by  me  only  in  compliance  with 
resolutions  of  the  Legislature,  nor  was  it  incum- 
bent on  me,  or  necessary,  to  detail  to  the  Treasury 
Department  such  refusal  on  the  part  of  the  bank, 
and  the  reasons  offered  by  the  bank  as  inducing  a 
refusal,  on  its  part,  to  give  publicity  to  such  list, 
inasmuch  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  made 
the  rendition  of  such  list,  by  the  bank,  quarter 
yearly,  to  himself,  a  condition  upon  which  depos- 
ites were  to  be  made  in  the  Bank  of  Vincennes,  and 
which  was  acceded  to  by  the  latter. 

JONATHAN  JENNINGS. 


Langdon  Cheves  stcom,  at  tlu  request  of  Mr.  Edwards. 
I  became  President  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Sutes  on  6th  March,  1819,  and  continued  till  the 
beginning  of  January,   1823.     I  know  but  very 
little  concerning  the  liability  of  local  banks  to  the  i 
Government  ol  the  United  States.     My  duties  in  i 
the  United  States  Bank  consisting  wholly  of  su-  I 
perintendence,  I  could   not   concern  myself  with  '■ 
the  details  of  its  business.     I  considered  the  lia- 
bility of  local  baaks  to  the  Government  as  a  mat- 
ter external  to   the  business  of  the  United  States 
Bank.     The  chief  of  what  I  do  know  on  that 
subject  is  derived    from  a  letter  from  the  Cashier 
of  the  Branch  Bank  of  the  United  States,  at  Lou- 
isville, dated   2d   May,   1820,  a  copy  of  which   I 
now  produce.     [Here  Mr,  Cheves  read  the  letter.) 
Question.  When  the  Treasury  of  the  United 


States   gave  drafts  to   the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  on  any  of  the  local  banks,  did  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  feel  itself  bound  to  receive  in 
payment  of  such  drafts  aa.y  thing  else  than  its  own 
paper,  or  the  legal  currency  of  the  country  ? 
I      Answer.  The  Bank  of  the  United   States  did 
;  not  feel  itself  legally  bound  to  receive  any  thing 
I  but  its  own  paper  and   the  legal  currency  of  the 
country.     But  it  was  in  the  habit,  with  a  view  of 
being  useful  to  the  Government  and  the  country, 
of  receiving  almost  any  thing  that  it  could  con- 
vert, safely  and  conveniently,  into  cash. 

Q^  The  rule  of  the  United  States  Bank  in  re- 
ceiving deposites  is,  that,  when  a  deposite  is  made 
generally,  the  bank  is  liable  for  the  amount  of 
such  deposite  in  cash,  is  it  not  ? 

A.  That  is  the  general  rule,  to  which  I  recollect 
but  one  exception,  which  was  under  a  particular 
arrangement  in  respect  to  certain  Western  banks, 
by  which  the  bank  received  deposites  from  Re- 
ceivers of  Public  Moneys  in  current  bills  of  these 
banks,  and  credited  them  as  cash,  on  the  condition, 
that  if  not  duly  paid,  they  should  again  be  charged' 
to  the  Government. 

Q^  This  exception  grew  out  of  an  arrangement 
which  took  place  after  you  entered  into  the  super- 
intendency  of  the  United  States  Bank,  did  it  not  ? 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  by  Mr.  Forsyth.  Do  you  know  what  is  the 
per  centage  of  the  loss  of  the  United  States  Bank 
on  their  debts  in  the  Western  States  ? 

A.  I  cannot  state  with  accuracy.  It  exceeded 
ten  per  cent,  and  amounted,  perhaps,  to  fifteen. 

Q.  As  President  of  the  bank,  you  had,  of  course, 
constant  intercourse  with  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  ;  can  you  testify  as  to  the  zeal,  integrity 
and  ability,  with  which  that  part  of  his  duty' 
which  relates  to  the  collection  of  the  public  moneys' 
was  performed,  so  far  as  it  came  under  your  ob^ 
servation  ? 

A.  I  had  much  and  anxious  intercourse  with 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  personally,  and  by 
letter,  in  relation  to  the  currency  of  the  country 
and  the  collection  of  the  public  debts,  as  well  in 
the  Atlantic  as  the  Western  Slates.  It  was  a 
crisis  of  unexampled  difficulty.  The  great  object 
was  to  restore  and  preserve  a  sound  currency  gen- 
erally, through  the  Union.  As  it  regarded  the 
Atlantic  portion  of  the  Union,  it  appeared,  to  my 
judgment,  to  involve  the  soundness  of  the  cur- 
rency ;  but,  as  it  regarded  the  Western  States,  it 
seemed  to  me  to  involve  the  existence  of  any  cur- 
rency at  all.  I  understood,  distinctly,  that  it  was 
the  object  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  the 
Western  States,  to  prevent  its  sudden  and  total 
prostration.  In  my  opinion,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  displayed  much  ability,  great  zeal  and 
industry,  perfect  integrity,  and  commanded  as 
much  success  as  was  practicable,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  limes. 

Q.  by  Mr.  Cook.  In  expressing  this  opinion,  do 
you  do  It  with  a  full  knowledge  of  the  connexion 
between  the  Treasury  Department  and  the  West- 
ern banks  in  which  the  public  moneys  were  de- 
posited, and  of  the  manner  in  which  those  banks 
lulfiUed  their  engagements  with  the  Treasury  1 
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A.  I  do  oot  do  it  with  a  full  knowledge  of  these 
circumstances,  but  I  do  it  with  a  great  deal  of 
knowledge  of  the  subject.  If  this  question  be  in- 
tended to  refer  to  m/ answers  to  previous  ques- 
tions concerning  the  arrangements  between  the 
Western  banks  and  the  Government,  it  is  neces- 
sary to  state  that  I  understand  those  questions  and 
answers  to  refer  to  the  details  which  governed  the 
transactions  of  those  banks  with  the  Government, 
of  which  I  am  ignorant ;  but  the  answer  which  I 
have  just  given  refers  to  the  general  conduct  and 
the  success  of  the  measures  of  the  Treasury,  and 
I  know  them  from  my  correspondence  and  inter- 
course with  the  Secretary,  and  from  the  operations 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  through  which 
large  sums  of  money  were  collected  for  the  use  of 
the  Government  in  the  Western  States. 

LANGDON  CHEVES. 


Com  of  Ninian  Edicardt. 


Hon.  Ninian  Edwards  stoom^  by  order  of  the  O/m- 

mittee. 

Question  by  Mr.  Livingston.  You  stated  in  an 
examination  before  a  former  committee,  in  your 
answer  to  the  8th  interrogatory,  that  you  had  pre- 
vailed upon  Colonel  Stephenson  to  write  a  letter 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  relative  to  the 
propriety  of  continuing  deposites  of  public  money 
in  the  Bank  of  Edwardsville,  and  that  you  saw 
him  write  the  letter,  and  enclose  a  pubhcatioa 
made  by  you  therein.  The  committee  wish  to 
know  whether  you  read  that  letter  immediately 
after  it  was  written,  and,  more  particularly  than 
is  stated  in  that  deposition,  what  passed  between 
yourself  and  Colonel  Stephenson  on  that  occa- 
sion ? 

A.  The  circumstances  under  which  it  was  writ- 
ten were  these:  Colonel  Stephenson  was,  at  that 
time,  the  Receiver  of  Public  Moneys,  and  also  the 
President  of  the  Bank.  He  was  very  unwilling  that 
I  should  withdraw  from  the  bank,  and  supposed 
that    my  doing  so  would  be  likely  to  impair  its 
credit,  and   increase  the  responsibility  upon  him 
for  the  deposites  in  it.     I  was  myself  glad  of  the 
opportunity  of  circumstances  so  favorable   to  my 
advising  him  with  success  to  write  the  letter  to 
the  Secretary,  and   he  was  very  easily  prevailed 
upon  to  do  so,  and  applied  to  me  to  write  such  a 
letter  for  him,  as  I  thought  he  ought  to  write  to  the 
Secretary  ;  and  1  accordingly  wrote  the  draught 
of  .such  letter — went  to  his  office — remained  there 
until  he  had  copied  it,  and  afterwards  compared 
the  copy  made  by  him  with  the  draught.     At  the 
same  time  that  he  wrote  the  letter,  he  enclosed,  to 
be  sent  with  it,  as  I  believe  was  his  intention,  a 
printed  copy  of  my  publication   announcing  ray 
intention  to  withdraw  from  the  Bank  of  Edwards- 
ville.    I  have  no  doubt  that  he  sent  the  letter,  be- 
cause, from   the  conversation  I  had  with  him,  it 
appeared  to  be  his  desire  to  send  it,  so  far  as  I 
could  discover;  and  his  subsequent  conversation 
left  no  doubt  on  my  mind  that  he  did  send  it.     I 
have  no  recollection  of  having  seen  the  original 
draught   aboveraentioned    from    the    time  it  was 
copied  by  Colonel  Stephenson  until  the  time  of  my 
late  return  to  Edwardsville.     It  was  then  shown  to 
me  by  Thomas  Lippincotl,  who  was  employed  in 


doing  business  in  the  Land  Office,  and  who  took 
it  in  my  presence  among  the  files  of  that  office. 
The  copy  now  presented  was  made  out,  I  think, 
by  himself,  and  is  either  sworn  or  affirmed  to  as 
a  true  one.  Mr.  Lippincott  is  a  gentleman  of  fair 
and  respectable  character,  and.  as  I  understand 
and  believe,  was  .secretary  or  clerk  to  one  branch 
of  the  last  Legislature  of  Illinois.  Although  I  can- 
not swear  that  this  is  a  literal  copy  of  the  original 
draught,  I  know  it  to  be  substantially  correct, 
nor  have  I  the  least  doubt  of  its  being  literally  so. 
Upon  the  original  draught,  as  found  in  the  files  ef 
the  office,  was  an  eudore>ement,  in  the  handwrit- 
ing of  Mr.  Stephenson,  the  words  of  which 
were,  as  far  as  I  recollect,  the  following :  "  Copy 
to  the  Treasury  Department,  October,  1819,"  or 
words  to  that  effect.  An  additional  reason  which 
induces  me  to  believe  that  the  letter  was  sent,  is, 
that  the  said  Mr.  Lippincott  also  showed  me  the 
copy  of  another  letter  which  he  took  from  the  files 
of  the  office,  which  was  in  the  handwriting  of 
Colonel  Stephenson,  the  late  Receiver,  and  pur- 
ported to  be  a  letter  from  the  said  Receiver  to  Mr. 
Crawford,  dated,  1  think,  the  22d  October,  1819, 
which,  from  the  subject  of  it,  appears  to  refer  to 
the  before  described  Ifetier. 

Q,.  by  Mr.  Forsyth.  W^as  there  any  part  of  the 
original  draft  of  the  letter  from  Mr.  Stephenson 
of  October  12,  1819,  underscored? 

A.  I  do  not  recollect  that  there  was.  I  perceive 
that  there  is  an  underscoring  in  a  part  of  the  copy 
now  presented,  which  may  have  been  done  in 
consequence  of  the  object  for  which  this  copy 
was  taken  ;  which,  originally,  was  not  that  it 
might  be  sworn  to,  but  that  it  might  be  publushed. 
It  was  sworn  to  subsequently  to  the  arrival  of  the 
summons  from  this  committee  to  myself. 

Q,.  by  Mr.  Forsyth.  Was  that  underscoring 
made  by  you,  or  at  your  request  i 

A.  I  do  not  think  it  was  made  by  me,  and  I  do 
not  remember  that  it  was  made  at  my  request.  I 
do  suppose  it  was  made  by  the  gentleman  who 
took  the  copy,  and  that  it  was  Jone  by  him  in 
conse<iuence  of  his  knowledge  of  my  object  in 
searching  for  the  letter. 

Q,.  by  Mr.  Forsyth.  You  say  that  you  perceive 
a  part  of  the  copy  is  underscored.  Is  this  the  first 
time  you  have  noticed  the  circumstance? 

A.  I  do  not  recollect  noticing  it  heretofore,  but 
think  it  is  highly  probable  that  I  did,  as  the  copy 
was  intended  for  publication,  and  this  is  a  point 
to  which  1  should  naturally  have  wished  to  call 
the  public  attention,  and  of  which  wish  the  gen- 
tleman who  made  the  copy  was  well  apprized. 

Q,.  by  Mr.  Forsyth.  Your  belief  is  that  this 
underscoring  was  done  before  the  affidavit  was 
attached  to  the  copy  ? 

A.  Such  is  my  belief.     I  have  no  doubt  of  it. 

Q,.  This  copy  has  been  already  published.  Have 
you  been  the  publication  of  it  in  one  of  the  public 
newspapers  of  this  city  ? 

A.  I  have. 

Q,.  Was  the  copy  for  that  publication  furnished 
by  you  ? 

A.  1  submit  to  the  committee  whether  that  is  a 
proper  question. 


[.Mr.  Forsyth  here  stated  that  he  had  a  particu- 
lar reason  for  making  the  inquiry.  The  letter  as 
published  contains  a  part  in  italics  which  corres- 
ponds to  the  part  underscored  in  the  copy  now 
presented  ;  and  he  wished  to  ask  whether  the  types 
of  the  publication  were  set  from  this  copy  ?J 

A.  1  have  no  objection  to  answer,  provided  the 
committee  think  it  a  proper  question.  This  copy 
is  that  irom  which  I  suppose  the  publication  was 
made,  as  it  was  furnished  by  myself  for  that  pur- 
pose. 
Q.  How  long  was  it  out  of  your  hands  ? 
A.  Not  more  than  a  day  or  two,  as  well  as  I 
can  recollect. 

Q,.  Was  it  sent  to  the  editors  of  the  paper  in 
which  it  was  publi^hed,  or  was  it  delivered  per- 
sonally ?  ' 

A.  I  do  not  recollect  which.  My  impression  i% 
that  I  delivered  it  to  some  person  to  take  it  to  the 
printers— probably  Mr.  Cook.  Whoever  took  it, 
I  consider  the  act  as  equivalent  to  a  personal  de- 
livery of  it  by  myst'lf. 

Q,.  Did  you  search,  or  cause  search  to  be  made, 
in  the  office  of  the  Receiver  at  Edwardsville,  for 
the  answer  of  the  Treasury  Department  to  the  let- 
ter of  which  you  now  present  a  copy  ? 

A.  I  went  to   the  office  for  the  special  purpose 
of  endeavoring  to  ascertain  if  there  was  not  a  let- 
ter in  It  Irom  Mr.  Crawford  to  the  late  Receiver 
directing  him   to  continue  the   deposites   in  the 
Bank  ot  Edwardsville. 

Q.  Did  you  find  the  answer  to  the  letter  of 
which  you  now  present  a  copy  ? 

A.  I  found  a  letter  from  Mr.  Crawford,  of  the 
6ih  of  August,  1819,  I  think  ;  another  of  the  1st 
ol  November,  of  the  same  year ;  and  one  of  April 
(probably  the  20th)  1820.  The  second  of  these, 
viz:  that  of  the  1st  of  November,  it  is  my  opinion, 
was  written  in  consequence  of  the  letter  of  the 
Receiver  of  October  12ih,  1819. 

Q,.  You  state,  in  your  examination  before  the 
committee  of  the  last  Congress,  that  Colonel 
Stephenson  informed  you.  after  he  had  written 
that  letter,  that  he  received  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  directing  him  to  con- 
tinue the  deposites  in  the  Bank  of  Edwards- 
ville. In  your  letter  to  the  Secretary,  of  the 
yth  February,  1822,  you  say  that  he  (meaning  Mr. 
Stephenson)  informed  you  that  that  letter  had 
been  answered.  I  wish  to  know  exactly  what  the 
declaration  made  to  you  by  Mr.  Stephenson  was; 
whether  he  said  he  had  received  an  answer  to  the 
letter,  or  whether  he  said  he  had  received  a  letter 
directing  him  to  continue  the  deposites  in  the  Ed- 
wardsville Bank. 

A.  The  letter  of  the  12th  October  was  written 
previously  to  my  coming  on  to  Congress.  On 
my  return  from  Con§;ress,  after  the  session  suc- 
ceeding the  date  of  this  letter,  I  asked  the  Receiver 
what  answer  Mr.  Crawford  had  given  to  that  let- 
ter. He  told  me  either  that  he  had  received  a  let- 
ter from  Mr.  Crawford  directing  him  to  continue 
the  deposites,  or  that  Mr.  Crawford  had  written 
to  him  directing  him  to  do  so ;  from  which  I  un- 
derstood him  that  he  had  received  an  answer  from 
Mr.  Crawford.     I  am  positive  he  told  me  that  he 


had  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Crawford,  direct- 
ing him  to  continue  the  deposites;  but,  whether 
he  alluded  to  the  letter  of  the  1st  November,  1819, 
or  to  that  of  the  20th  April,  1820,  or  to  any  other 
letter  in  particular,  I  do  not  know ;  for  I  do  not 
recollect  to  have  seen  either  of  these  letters  from 
Mr.  Crawford  until  my  late  return  to  Edwards- 
ville. 

Q.  Did  not  you  consider  that  letter  which  you 
draughted  for  Mr.  Stephenson,  as  a  letter  from  the 
Receiver  of  Public  Moneys  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  ? 

A.  It  was  certainly  a  letter  from  the  Receiver 
of  Public  .Moneys,  but  he  was,  at  the  same  time. 
President  of  the  Bank  of  Edwardsville.  I  per- 
ceive, from  the  copy,  it  is  dated  at  the  "  Receiver's 
Office."  I  know  that  the  Receiver's  letter  was 
written  there  from  the  draught  alluded  to. 

A.  You  state  that  you  returned  from  Congress 
in  the  Spring  of  1819,  and  found  the  Bank  ofEd- 
wardsville  under  great  pressure.  I  wish  to  know 
whether  you  apprized  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury that  such  was  the  fact,  or  advised  the  Re- 
ceiver of  Public  Moneys  to  withhold  deposites  in 
that  bani^on  account  of  it? 

A.  I  do)not  recollect  that  I  did  write  directly  to 
the  Secretary  myself;  but  I  am  under  an  impres- 
sion that  the  President  of  the  Bank  did  write  him 
a  letter,  the  object  of  which  was  to  induce  him  to 
forbear  drawing  upon  the  bank  while  it  was  under 
difficulty.  I  made  a  communication  to  Colooel 
Johnson,  during  that  Summer,  whose  brother-in- 
law  held  more  stock  in  the  bank  than  any  other 
person,  of  the  difficulties  with  which  the  bank 
was  then  struggling,  and  with  a  view  that  he 
should,  and  the  expectation  that  he  would,  com- 
municate the  same  to  Mr.  Crawford.  I  am  in- 
duced to  believe  that  he  did  so,  from  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Crawford  to  Colonel  Johnson,  of  the  15th 
July,  1819,  which  I  now  submit  to  the  committee, 
and  which  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  a  commu- 
nication from  me  to  Colonel  Johnson,  upon  the 
subject  alluded  to.  Nothing  of  this,  however, 
was  done  with  a  view  to  show  Mr.  Crawford  the 
danger  to  Government  of  continuing  the  deposites 
in  that  bank,  but  rather  to  induce  him  not  to  draw 
upon  it  at  that  particular  time. 

The  difficulties  of  the  bank  I  considered,  at  that 
time,  but  temporary;  I  thought  it  could  be  con- 
ducted through  them,  and  did  not  feel  myself  at 
liberty  to  withdraw  from  it  until  this  had  been 
done,  which  finally  was  effected,  as  I  conceived, 
in  a  great  measure,  by  my  own  diligent  manage- 
ment of,  and  my  assistance  to  the  bank. 

I  do  not  recollect  that  I  did  particularly  advise 
the  Receiver  of  Public  Moneys  to  withhold  de- 
posites in  the  Edwardsville  Bank  at  that  time,  nor 
until  after  I  had  made  my  publication  in  the  St. 
Louis  Enquirer. 

Q,.  After  your  publication,  and  when  you  con- 
sidered the  bank  as  out  of  danger,  you  then  ad- 
vised the  Receiver  to  withhold  deposites? 

A.  Yes.  My  object  in  that  publication  was  to 
free  myself  from  all  responsibility  for  the  bank — 
to  state  what  I  believed  to  be  the  real  truth  con- 
cerniiig  it.  and  to  leave  the  public  and  the  Secre- 
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tary  to  judge  for  themselves,  bow  far  they  could 
coofide  in  it  without  any  respoosibiiity  oa  my 
part. 

Q,.  You  state  that  you  enclosed  a  copy  of  this 
publication  to  Mr.  Crawford  ;  was  it  accompanied 
with  any  thing  Written  to  bira,  or  simply  covered 
with  an  envelope,  and  directed  to  him  ? 

A.  I  think  it  was  simply  enclosed  and  directed 
to  him,  and  that  nothing  was  wricten  but  the 
direction. 

Q,.  Did  you  not  write,  at  Mrs.  Stephenson's 
request,  a  letter  purporting  to  be  from  her  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  dated  18th  Sep- 
tember, 1819? 

A.  I  submit  to  the  committee  whether  this  is  a 
proper  question.  1  am  perfectly  willing  to  answer 
It  if  they  so  decide;  and  I  am  also  willing  to 
waive  the  objection. 

[The  committee  having  decided  that  the  ques- 
tion was  a  proper  one — ] 

A.  1  did  write  a  letter  for  Mrs.  Stt-phenson, 
which  I  believe  she  copied,  signed,  and,  I  have 
no  doubt,  sent,  in  reply  to  a  letter  from  Mr.  Craw- 
ford to  Colonel  Stephenson,  which  was  received 
during  his  absence  on  a  journey  to  Kentucky; 
and  the  original  draught,  which  was  written  by  my- 
self, I  have  lately  seen  on  the  files  of  the  Receiver's 
Office,  at  EdwardsviUe. 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  whether  Mr.  Stephenson 
was  in  EdwardsviUe  at  the  time  your  publication 
in  the  "Enquirer"  appeared? 

A.  I  do  not. 

Q,.  After  your  publication,  and  before  the  writ- 
ing of  this  letter  of  Mr.  Stephenson's,  which  you 
allege  to  have  been  written,  you  knew  that  com- 
plaints had  been  made,  on  the  part  of  the  Trea- 
sury, of  his  withholding  deposites  of  public  moneys 
in  his  hands? 

A.  I  have  no  knowledge  of  having  seen  or  heard 
any  thing  on  that  subject,  saving  the  letter  which 
arrived  at  EdwardsviUe  directed  to  Colonel  Ste- 
phenson, during  his  absence. 

Q..  Do  you,  or  not,  know  that,  before  or  about 
the  time  of  this  transaction,  in  the  Spring,  Sum- 
mer, or  Fall  of  1819,  Colonel  Stephenson  had 
loaned  large  sums  of  money  to  different  indi- 
viduals? 

A.  I  do  not  recollect  of  knowing  or  hearing  of 
any  such  loans  by  him.  A  list,  I  understood,  was 
found  after  his  death,  of  moneys  loaned ;  but  this 
was  subsequent  to  the  time  mentioned  in  the  ques- 
tion ;  nor  do  I  remember  hearing  the  name  of  more 
than  one  individual  to  whom  U  was  then  ascer- 
tained he  had  loaned  money. 

Q,.  You  insinuate,  in  your  memorial  to  Con- 
gress, that  there  was  a  letter  written  by  Mr.  Craw- 
ford to  the  Receiver  at  EdwardsviUe,  which  was, 
in  reality,  an  answer  to  the  letter  alleged  by 
you  to  have  been  written  by  Mr.  Stephenson,  but 
which  was  so  contrived  as  lo  appear  not  to  be 
such  an  answer;  can  you  assign  any  conceivable 
motive  which  could  lead  to  such  a  course  on  the 
part  of  Mr.  Crawford  at  that  time? 

A.  Mr.  Crawford,  as  I  believe,  had  received 
much  information  against  the  Bank  at  Edwards- 
viUe, some  of  which  appears  in  the  documents, 


and  particularly  the  letter  of  the  President  of  the 
Bank  of  Missouri,  dated,  1  think,  9th  August, 
1819.  This  was  naturally  calculated  to  excite 
his  fear^  for  the  safety  of  the  deposites;  my  with- 
drawal from  the  bank  was  calculated  to  confirm 
those  fears;  and  I  think  it  highly  probable  that 
he  might  not  have  been  willing  to  disclose  any 
circumstance  which  was  calculated  to  increase 
his  responsibility  for  continuing  those  deposites 
in  that  bank ;  and  I  believe  those  deposites  were 
continued  there  more  through  the  influence  of 
General  Payne  and  his  connexions,  than  from  that 
of  any  other  persons. 

Q,.  I  understand  you,  then,  to  say  that  Mr. 
Crawford  at  that  time  anticipated  the  failure  of 
that  bank,  and  sought  to  provide  a  screen  from 
the  responsibility  of  having  continued  the  public 
deposites  there. 

A.  My  opinion  is,  that  he  did  receive  my  pub- 
lication and  the  Receiver's  letter,  and  that  he  has 
withheld  them,  and  I  have  already  assigned  the 
motive  which  I  supposed  might  have  governed 
him  in  doing  so;  but,  whether  that  resulted  from 
an  actual  anticipation  of  the  failure  of  the  bank, 
or  from  an  apprehension  only,  that  il  might  fail, 
I  do  not  undertake  to  decide. 

Q^  You  state  that  you  determined  to  sustain 
that  bank,  and  you  lay  great  stress  on  the  circum- 
stance of  your  withdrawal  from  it;  will  you  slate 
how  you  were  enabled  to  sustain  it? 

A.  I  endeavored  to  sustain  it  by  my  influence, 
by  my  own  funds,  and  by  my  personal  attention 
to  It. 

Q^  Did  you  make  any  deposits  about  that 
time  with  a  view  to  sustain  il?  and  if  so,  lo  what 
amount? 

A.  I  aided  it  by  advancing  my  own  money  or 
bills;  butcannot  say  lo  what  amount.  I  held  my- 
self ready  to  give  it  further  assisUnce,  if  il  bad 
required  it. 

Q.  When  you  stated  that  you  did  not  see  the 
draught  of  the  Receiver's  letter  until  "  your  late  re- 
turn to  EdwardsviUe,"  did  you  mean  your  return 
in  April  or  May  last? 

A.  I  did. 

Q,.  Did  you  see  that  draught  after  il  was  copied 
of  the  Receiver  and  examined,  and  previously  to 
its  being  taken  from  the  files  by  Mr.  Lippincolt  ? 

A.  Not  that  I  recollect. 

Q,.  Was  a  letler-book  kepi  in  the  office  of  the 
Receiver  at  EdwardsviUe? 

A.  I  believe  there  is. 

Q,.  Is  this  leiler  from  the  Receiver  copied  in 
that  book  ? 

A.  I  think  that  in  the  letter-book  I  saw,  that 
letter  does  not  appear.  There  are  also  other  let- 
ters, and  one  or  more,  I  think,  from  Mr.  Craw- 
ford, which  are  on  the  files  in  the  office,  which 
are  not  recorded  in  the  book  I  examined,  or  if  they 
were  I  did  not  see  them. 

Q,.  Are  there  any  of  the  letters  from  the  Re- 
ceiver to  the  Department  of  the  Treasury,  of  the 
same  year  with  the  alleged  letter,  which  are  not 
recorded  in  that  book  ?  I  include  Mrs.  Steven- 
son's letter  in  this  question. 

A.  My  examination  of  the  letter-book  was  so 
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slight  that  I  cannot  pretend  to  say  whether  it  was 
so  or  not.  I  do  not  recollect  whether  Mrs.  Ste- 
venson's letter  appears  upon  the  letter-book  or  not. 
It  is  my  impresMon  that  Mr.  Crawford's  lelter  of 
the  1st  of  November,  1819,  is  not  recorded  in  the 
book  that  I  saw,  though  I  cannot  speak  with  cer- 
tainty about  It. 

Q^  Were  you  not  engaged,  prior  to  your  jour- 
ney lo  EdwardsviUe,  in  preparing  a  publication 
with  respect  lo  these  documents  against  Mr. 
Crawford  ? 

A.  To  that  question  I  positively  object.  My 
communication  lo  the  House  is  here;  it  speaks 
for  itself;  il  cannot  be  material  when  or  where  il 
was  written. 

[The  committee  decided  he  was  not  bound  to 
answer.] 

Q..   You  have  stated  in  your  communication  to 
the  House  of  Representatives  that  you  are  the  au- 
thor of  the  A.  B.  publications  which  accompanied  i 
your  address;  are  you  not  also  the  author  of  the 
other  A.  B.  publications  which  appeared  either  be-  I 
fore  or  since  in  the  WashingUm  RepuUican  against  I 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  ? 

A.   To  that  question  I  object  to  answer.     I  am  ' 

answerable  oulv  for  those  A.  B.  publications  which  i 
I  have  acknowledged. 

[The  committee  decided  that  he  was  not  bound  ' 
to  answer.]  i 

Q..  Have  you  not,  at  another  time,  denied  your  ! 

being  the  author  of  the  said  A.  B.  publications  I 

which  you  now  avow  ?  . 

A.  To  this  question  I  also  object  to  answer.        { 

[The  committee  decided  thai  he  was  not  bound  1 

to  answer.]  i 

Q,.    The  packet  I  now  present  to  you  contains 
the  original  address  presented  by  you  to  the  House  ' 
of  Representatives  ;  will   you  please  lo  separate 
those  parts  of  thai  address  which  were  sent  lo  this  ' 
city  by  mail,  from   those  parts  which  were  sup- 
plied after  its  arrival  here  ? 

A.  The  communication  is  before  the  House  as 
a  whole,  and  as  a  whole  was  referred  to  this  com- 
mittee. I  do  not  feel  myself  under  any  obligation 
to  state  how  its  several  parts  got  here. 

[The  committee  decided  that  he  was  not  bound 
to  answer.] 

(i.  I  wish  lo  know  whether  you  are  not  the  au- 
thor of  the  printed  lelter  now  shown  to  you,  and 
which  is  contained  in  the  Waahingtcm  Gazette  of 
the  24th  December,  1821,  and  dated  the  12ih  of 
that  month,  and  purporting  lo  be  written  by  a  gen- 
tleman in  Ohio?  * 

A.  I  do  not  consider  myself  bound  to  answer  the 
question,  unless  the  committee  shall  so  direct  me. 
[The  committee  decided  that  he  was  not  bound 
to  answer.] 

Q.  Are  you  the  author  of  all  those  A.  B.  publi- 
cations which  accompany  your  memorial  to  Con- 
gress. 
A.  I  am. 

Q^  Were  not  the  materials  of  your  memorial 
to  Congress  collected  and  prepared  by  you  before 
you  had  seen  that  letter  of  Mr.  Crawford  to  Con- 
gress which  you  allege  lo  be  the  ground  of  that 
memorial  ? 


A.  I  had  no  intention  last  session  of  attacking 
Mr.  Crawford,  unless  ii  should  be  necessary  to  my 
own  defence,  or  unless  I  myself  had  been  attacked. 
I  had  no  knowledge  of  Mr.  Crawford's  report  un- 
til the  morning  after  il  was  made.     A  copy  of  it 
was  then  brought  to  my  room  by  Mr.  Cook,  in 
consequence  of  which  I  changed  my  determina- 
tion to  have  left  here  on  that  day,  and  endeavored 
then  to  collect  such  documents  as  I  thought  might 
be  useful  lo  me  in  case  I  should  reply  to  it.     Not 
one  word  of  mv  address  to  the  House  was  written 
in  the  City  of  VVashingion,  nor  have  I  any  recol- 
lection of  having  conversed  on  the  subject  of  Mr. 
Crawford's  report  with  but  three  members  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  viz :  Mr.  Cook,  Colonel 
Moore,  and  Mr.  Campbell  of  Ohio.    I  left  the  city 
the  next  day,  the  24th,  without  any  settled  plan 
of  answering  it,  and,  with  the  aid  of  no  other 
materials  than  those  I  collected  here  in  the  city, 
j  and  my  own  memory.     In  making  the  references 
which  are  contained  in  my  address  to  the  House 
I  of  Representatives,  I  had   recourse^ in  general,  to 
I  the  A.  B.  publications  which  I  had  collected  here, 
I  and  which  contained  a  reference  to  those  docu- 
,  ments.     I  occasionally  made  some  notes  on  my 
j  journey  lo  Wheeling,  where  my  address  was  writ- 
ten, and  from  which  place  it  was  sent  lo  this  city ; 
and  I  expect  the  documents  referred  to  by  Mr. 
Forsyth,  as  having  been  furnished  here,  were  ob- 
tained by  Mr.  Cook,  to  whom  I  wrote  for  that 
purpose.     I  regretted  the  necessity  that  I  fell  my- 
:»elf  under  lo  write  at  all,  and  would   not  have 
done  so,  <f  I  could  have  hoped,  by  any  more  pa- 
cific means  ihat  would  not  have  been  degrading, 
to  have  obtained  a  withdrawal  of  an  insinuation 
which  I  conceived  was  calculated  to  injure  me. 
Every   single  thing  used   in   my  address  to  the 
House  was  collected  from  a  mass  of  my  own  pri- 
vate papers,  and  by  two  of  my  friends  as  they 
could  get  them  elsewhere,  after  the  report  of  Mr. 
Crawford  was  presented.     These  things,  thus  col- 
lecied,  with  the  aid  of  my  own  memory,  consti- 
,  luted  the  materials  from  which  my  address  to  the 
House  was  written. 

Q..  Did  you  not,  immediately  after  Mr.  Craw- 
ford s  report  was  made  lo  Congress,  and  before 
you  left  this  city,  stale  to  Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio, 
that  you  then  had  twenty  or  thirty  pages  prepared 
against  Mr.  Crawford  ?  Slate  what  conversation 
look  place  between  you  and  Mr.  Campbell,  on 
that  subject. 

A.  I  think  it  was  on  the  morning  I  left  this 
city,  that  I   met  with  Mr.  Campbell,  who  intro- 
duced a  conversation   concerning  this  report  of 
Mr.  Crawford's,  by  a.sking  me  whether  I  had  seen 
the  report,  and  appeared,  from  the  remarks  which 
he  made,  to  consider  that  report  as  containin<T  an 
attack  upon  me.     He  spoke  of  its  being  presented 
at  so  late  a  period  of  the  session.     In  the  course  of 
the  conversation,  I   mentioned  to  him  that  I  con- 
sidered It,  on  this  last  account,  as  being  very  un- 
generous, or  words  to  that  efiect.     I  stated  to  him 
that  I  had,  during  last  Summer,  received  infor- 
mation that  I  was  to  be  attacked  at  the  then  ensu- 
ing session  of  Congress  ;  and  I  think  it  is  probable 
I  stated  to  him  the  particulars  of  lliat  informa- 
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lion^  Thinking  it  so  probable  that  I  may  have 
slaffu  it,  I  will  ROW  repeat  what  the  information 
wi§.  In  travelling  through  Kentucky  last  Sum- 
mer, in  Russelsville,  I  received  a  confidential 
communication  from  Virginia,  stating  that  I  was 
to  be  attacked,  as  is  before  alleged ;  that  Gover- 
nor Coles,  of  Illinois,  was  expected  to  co-operate 
in  the  attack,  and  advising.me  to  come  on  a  week 
or  two  before  the  meeting  of  Congress,  to  be  pre- 
pared for  it.  In  consequence  of  this  information, 
and  not  expecting  to  return  home  for  some  con- 
siderable time,  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Cook  to  call  upon 
Grovernor  Coles  upon  the  subject.  And  I  have 
since  seen  a  correspondence  between  Mr.  Cook 
and  Mr.  Coles,  on  the  subject,  which  I  men- 
tion, because  it  affords  to  any  who  may  be  in- 
clined to  make  a  further  inquiry,  the  means  of 
ascertaining  the  truth  of  the  fact.  Under  an  ex- 
pectation thus  produced,  I  had  been  engaged  in 
writing,  and  in  preparing  for  the  warfare  which  I 


expected  was  to  come  on,  and  I  believe  I  stated 
that  fact  to  Mr.  Campbell.  I  know  that  I  alluded 
to  it,  in  speaking  to  him,  but  there  is  nothing 
copied  into  my  address  that  I  had  previously  writ- 
ten with  that  view.  In  consequence  of  the  im- 
pression which  Mr.  Campbell's  conversation  left 
upon  my  mind,  that  he  thought  I  ought  to  answer 
Mr.  Crawford's  statement,  I  wrote  back  to  him, 
while  on  my  journey,  that  I  should  do  so  the  first 
leisure  time  1  got,  and  intimated  that  I  did  not 
expect  to  occupy  more  than  three  hours  in  doing 
it.  I  do  not  know  whether  he  received  the  letter, 
but  I  expect  that  he  did. 

Q^  Did  you  not  state,  in  that  conversation,  to 
Mr.  Campbell,  that  you  had  written  twenty  or 
thirty  pages  against  Mr.  Crawford,  which  you 
could  not  complete  until  you  got  to  Wheeling, 
tor  want  of  documents  which  you  expected  to  find 
there  ? 

A.  I  do  not  recollect  that  I  made  such  a  state- 
ment to  Mr.  Campbell ;  but  I  think  I  made  some 
allusion  to  what  I  had  written,  and  stated  some 
things,  in  general  terms,  admitting  my  prepara- 
tion to  meet,  and  determination  to  repel,  an  attack 
that  I  had  expected  would  have  been  made  upon 
me;  but  I  cannot  suppose  that  I  could  have  stated 
to  him  any  thing  like  preparation  for  the  particu- 
lar case  of  Mr.  Crawford's  report,  which  was  en- 
tirely unexpected  to  me. 

Question  by  Mr.  Forsyth.  In  one  of  the  A.  B. 
publications,  which  accompany  your  memorial  to 
the  House  of  Representatives,  you  refer  to  a  short 
article  calling  the  public  attention  to  suppressions 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  which  produced 
an  investigation  in  that  House.  Do  you  allude, 
in  this  part  of  your  publication,  to  the  article 
which  was  the  foundation  of  what  you  call  in 
your  address,  the  A.  B.  plot  ? 

[The  Committee  decided  that  this  question  was 
inadmissible.] 

Question  by  Mr.  Forsyth.  When  did  you  reach 
Wheeling,  after  leaving  this  city,  on  the  24ih  of 
March  last? 

Answer.  My  impression  is,  that  I  arrived  there 
on  the  first  Sunday  in  April,  which  was  the  4th 
day  of  that  month. 


Q,.  When  did  you  leave  Wheeling? 

A.  I  have  no  distinct  recollection  of  the  precise 
day,  but  think  it  was  on  or  about  the  12th  of 
April. 

Q..  Did  you  apply  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  or  the  Secretary  of  State,  before  you  left 
Washington,  for  permission  to  remain  here  for  a 
short  time,  for  the  purpose  of  defending  yourself 
from  the  accusation  which  you  understood  Mr. 
Crawford  to  have  brought  against   you  ? 

A.  I  did  not.  I  have  never  seen  the  President 
since  I  saw  the  report  of  Mr.  Crawford  to  Con- 
gress. 

Q^  Was  there  any  thing  in  your  instructions 
which  prevented  you  from  remaining  in  Wash- 
ington which  did  not  equally  apply  to  your  re- 
maining at  Wheeling,  on  this  business  ? 

A.  I  had  no  written  instructions  at  that  time. 
But  the  President  had  expressed  great  anxiety 
that  I  should  get  off  as  soon  as  pos&ible ;  and  the 
arrangement  was,  that  I  should  leave  this  city,  so 
as  to  attend  to  my  own  business,  and  be  ready  to 
meet  the  vessel  at  New  Orleans  on  the  1st  of  June, 
at  farthest,  which  was  to  carry  me  out.  In  con- 
formity to  which,  I  left  this  city  on  the  24th, 
went  to  Baltimore  to  settle  some  private  business, 
and  also  to  lay  in  some  articles  which  I  intended 
to  take  to  Mexico.  I  afterwards  went  to  Wheel- 
ing, where  I  also  had  private  business  to  attend 
to,  connected  with  a  part  of  my  business  in  Bal- 
timore. 

Q,.  You  knew,  then,  that  you  were  not  expect- 
ed to  leave  the  United  States  till  the  1st  June  ? 

A.  The  arrangement  was,  that  I  should  reach 
New  Orleans  by  the  1st  of  June  at  farthest;  and 
this  left  me  but  little  time,  considering  the  extent 
of  my  business,  to  arrange  my  private  affairs,  pre- 
paratory to  gomg  to  Mexico.  I  did  not  believe, 
at  the  time,  nor  do  I  yet  believe,  that  the  Presi- 
dent would  have  consented  to  my  staying  for  the 
purpose  suggested  by  Mr.  Forsyth. 

tL  Was  not  the  vessel  in  which  you  were  to 
embark,  in  a  course  of  preparation  for  her  voyage, 
when  you  left  this  city  ? 

A.  If  the  vessel  had  arrived  here,  I  did  not 
know  it.  It  was  expected  that  she  could  reach 
New  Orleans  about  the  15ih  of  May  ;  but  there 
was  no  certainty ;  and,  I  think,  she  had  not  ar- 
rived. 

Q,.  You  say  "it  was  expected."  What  do  you 
mean  by  that  expression  ? 

A.  I  waited  upon  the  President  in  consequence 
of  a  wish  he  had  expressed  for  my  early  depart- 
ure ;  and,  in  conversation  with  him.  he  requested 
me  to  go  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  in- 
quire about  a  vessel  to  carry  me  out  on  the  mis- 
sion. 1  called  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  who 
called  in  Commodore  Rodgers  to  consult  upon  the 
subject— and,  from  them,  I  understood,  that  the 
vessel,  in  which  it  was  concluded  I  should  go,  had 
not  arrived,  but  was,  shortly  thereafter,  expected. 
Commodore  Rodgers  spoke  of  some  repairs  which 
would  have  to  be  made  upon  the  vessel ;  made 
some  calculation  as  to  the  time  these  repairs  and 
the  voyage  to  New  Orleans  would  take  ;  and,  in 
this  way,  "  it  was  estimated  that  the  vessel  could 
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Srobably  reach  New  Orleans  about  the  middle  of 
lay,  or  between  that  time  and  the  1st  of  June." 
Q.  You  stopped  at  Wheeling,  then,  instead  of  at 
Washington,  for  your  own  personal  convenience? 
A,  I  left  here  because  it  was  necessary  to  attend 
to  my  business  at  Baltimore,  and  a  part  of  my 
business  at  Wheeling,  which  was  in  the  route  to 
my  own  home,  that  I  intended  to  visit  previous  to 
my  departure. 

Q..  I  see,  by  referring  to  your  address,  that,  in 
addition  to  the  numbers  of  the  Washington  Re- 
publican, there  are  ten  numbered  documents,  from 
No.  1  to  No.  10.  Were  not  all  these  documents 
in  your  possession  at  the  time  Mr.  Crawford's  re- 
port was  made  to  Congress  ? 

A.  They  were  not.  I  had  no  expectation  of 
such  an  attack  as  was  contained  in  Mr.  Craw- 
ford's report — and  had  made  no  preparation  in 
anticipation  of  such  an  attack  as  constitutes  the 
subject  of  that  report  in  relation  to  myself. 

Q.  Which  of  these  documents  were  then  in  your 
possession  ? 

A.  I  had  No.  eleven  (11)— I  had  also  No.  7—1 
had  the  paper  from  which  No.  3  is  taken— all 
among  my  papers,  but  not  collected  for  any  pur- 
pose of  attack.  I  may  have  had  some  of  them  in 
the  published  documents;  but,  I  think  I  had,  at 
that  time,  none  of  those  documents  in  my  posses- 
sion. I  was  preparing  to  leave  the  city,  and,  if  I 
had  had  any  printed  documents  but  my  own  I 
presume  I  must  have  returned  them  ;  and  my 
own  I  had  sent  to  Mr.  Cook.  Nothing  was  col- 
lected or  prepared  for  the  subject  of  my  memorial, 
or  to  be  used  for  any  such  purpose,  till  after  Mr! 
Cook  furnished  me  the  copy  of  the  report. 

Q.  Did  you  send   your  address  by  mail  from 
Wheelinje  ? 

(The  Committee  decided  this  to  bean  improper 
question.] 

Q.  Do  you  know  when  that  address  arrived  in 
Washington  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know,  but  presume  it  must  have 
arrived  here  the  latter  part  of  the  week  before  it 
was  presented  to  Congress.     After  it  was  written 
in  part,  it  was  detained  for  some  time,  with  the 
hope  that  I  should  have  been  able  to  obtain  a  doc- 
ument I  wanted,  from  the  residence  of  the  honor- 
able Mr.  Ruggles,  about   ten   miles   from  Wheel- 
ing—to which  residence  I  sent  twice  to  procure 
it.     It  was  kept  open  from  the  paragraph  preced- 
ing the  last  on  page  24  of  the  printed  address.     I 
had  intended  to  have  pursued  the  subject  farther 
at  that  time;  but,  from  indisposition,  from  the 
want  of  the  document   I   desired,  and   from  my 
anxiety   not   to  be  longer  detained,  I   concluded 
not  to  do  so ;  and  I  referred  to  the  A.  B.  publica- 
tions  in   consequence   thereof.     I  had  to  have  a 
copy  of  It  made,  which  would,  of  itself,  have  oc- 
casioned some  delay,  and   this  was  increased  by 
wailing  for  the  document  above  alluded  to.     I 
sent  on  the  copy  of  such  part  as  was  ready,  as  I 
believe,  by  mail  before  the  original  was  forward- 
ed.    I  think  I  enclosed  it  to  Mr.  Cook.     When  I 


•The  8  preceding  paget  are  erroneoualy  pared  :  folio 
3000  should  read  «800,  Ac. 
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left  Wheeling,  ray  intention  was,  to  avail  myself 
of  the  earliest  opportunity  of  making  an  addi- 
tional defence;  and  I  did  not  expect  to  be  able  to 
make  a  full  defence  until  I  could  reach  Edwards- 
viUe,  where  I  hoj)ed  to  find  some  of  the  docu- 
ments that  would  establish  the  truth  of  my  state- 
ments.    On  ray  journey,  at  Shawneetown,  in  Il- 
linois, I  found  my  publication  of  1819,  announcing 
mv  intention  to  retire  from  the  Bank  of  Edward:^ 
ville,  from  which   place  I  transmitted  that  publi- 
cation to  this  city;  and,  after  my  arrival  at  Ed- 
wardsville,  I  wrote  another  address  to  the  House 
of  Representatives,  and  had  obtained  documenu 
to  accompany  it,  which  I  was  prepared  to  trans- 
mit when  the  Sergeani-at-Arms  arrived  at  my 
house— intending,  if  Congress  had  adjourned,  to 
get  the  same  inserted  in  the  National  lutellijren- 
cer,  if  I  could. 

Q,.  Did  you  transmit  the  original  of  your  ad- 
dress by  mail  ?  and,  if  so,  when  did  you  put  it  into 
the  post  office  at  Wheeling  ? 

A.  I  did  not  put  it  into  the  post  office  myself- 
I  gave  it  to  a  gentleman  to  put  in  for  me,  the  post 
office  being  at  a  considerable  distance  from  my 
lodgings,  and  I  expect  he  did  so,  in  time  for  its 
arrival  here  in  the  latter  part  of  the  week  before 
It  was  presented  to  Congress, 

Q..   Who  was  that  gentleman  ? 

A.  It  was  some  one  of  the  gentlemen  about  the 
housewherelstayed.butldon'trecolleciwhichone. 

Q.  On  what  day  of  your  stay  at  Wheeling,  did 
you  deliver  it  to  him  ? 

A.  I  have  no  recollection  except  from  the  cal- 
culation which  I  think  I  then  made  as  to  the  pro- 
bable time  of  its  arrival  here,  and  I,  therefore,  sup- 
pose  It  must  have  been  about  the  10th  or  12th  of 
the  month. 

Q-  You  intended,  then,  that  it  should  arrive  the 
latter  part  of  that  week  ? 

A.  I  knew  from  the  lime  I  delivered  it  to  be  put 
in  the  mail,  that  it  could  not  arrive  before  that 
time — and  1  intended  it  should  arrive  by  the  due 
course  of  mail. 

(i.  Do  you  know  when  the  copy  of  your  ad- 
dress was  finished  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know  the  particular  day ;  but  I 
think  that  the  copy,  so  far  as  one  was  made,  was 
sent  on  by  the  first  mail  after  it  was  finished.  And 
that  It  was  sent  in  the  mail  before  the  original 
was  sent. 

Q,.  Please  to  read  this  address  in  the  Washing- 
ton Republican  of  January  20,  1822,  signed  A. 
B.,  and  addres.'^d  to  Gales  &  Seaton.  Is  that 
the  publication  to  which  you  refer  in  one  of  the 
A.  B.  publications  communicated  with  your  ad- 
dress, (page  62  of  that  address.)     A.  It  is. 

Q,.  Were  you  not  just  about  to  leave  Edwards- 
viUe  when  the  messenger  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives arrived  ? 

A.  I  expect  I  should  have  left  it  for  New  Or- 
leans in  about  three  days. 

Q,.  Did  you  find,  in  your  examination  of  the 
office  of  the  Receiver,  any  letter  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  to  which  that  conversation 
could  possibly  refer,  which  you  had  with  Mr.  Ste- 
phenson after  your  return  from  Congress,  respect- 
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ing  the  letter  he  is  said  to  have  written  on  12th 
October,  except  the  letters  of  the  first  of  Novem- 
ber, 1819,  and  the  20th  April,  1820  ? 

A.  I  did  not. 

Q,.  I  remind  you  that  in  the  4th  quarter  of  1819, 
there  was  a  deposite  of  upwards  of  S50,000,  made 
by  Mr.  Stephenson,  in  the  Bank  of  Edwardsvilje, 
and  I  ask  you  whether  you  think  it  possible  he 
could  have  referred,  in  that  conversation,  to  the 
letter  of  the  20th  of  April,  1820  ? 

A.  At  the  time  of  that  conversation  I  did  not 
know  what  deposites  he  had  made  after  12th  Oc- 
tober, 1819,  nor  to  what  amount.  I  think  it  pos- 
sible he  may  have  referred  to  the  letter  of  April, 
1820,  although  I  consider  that  the  letter  of  the 
1st  November,  1819,  was  the  letter  written  in 
consequence  of  the  Receiver's  letter  of  the  I2th 
October  preceding.  The  letter  of  November  di- 
rects the  Receiver  to  deposite  the  money  he  should 
have  in  his  hands  on  the  last  day  of  that  month, 
in  the  Bank  of  Edwardsville;  but  I  think  it  con- 
tains no  express  order  in  regard  to  future  depos- 
ites. A  letter  of  the  same  date  was  written  by 
Mr.  Crawford  to  the  Cashier  of  that  bank,  with 
an  enclosure,  and  the  paper  I  have  presented  to 
the  committee  was  delivered  to  me  by  the  Cash- 
ier of  the  bank  as  being  that  enclosure,  from  which 
it  would  appear  thai  both  the  Receiver  at  Kas- 
kaskia  and  at  Edwardsville  had  been  directed  to 
maketheirfuture  deposites  in  the  Bankof  Missouri, 
until  otherwise  ordered.  And  it  appears,  by  the 
letter  of  the  20th  April,  that  the  Receiver  at  Ed- 
wardsville was  specially  directed  to  make  his  de- 
posites in  the  Bank  at  Edwardsville.  Being  Pres- 
ident of  the  bank,  to  the  Cashier  of  which  the 
letter  was  directed,  he  may  have  supposed  he  was 
bound  to  take  notice  of  the  information  which  it 
is  natural  to  suppose  he  must  have  received  con- 
cerning the  order  contained  in  that  enclosure. 
But  these  are  all  circumstances  which  have  come 
to  my  knowledge  since  the  conversation  alluded 
to,  and  I  cannot  undertake  to  say  what  letter  it 
was  the  Receiver  referred  to  in  that  conversation. 

Q,.  Do  you  know  that  in  January  and  Febru- 
ary, 1820,  notwithstanding  this  circumstance,  he 
did  make  deposites  in  the  Bank  of  Edwardsville? 

A.  I  do  not.  I  was  at  Congress  durin<y  the 
lime  spoken  of,  and  I  have  no  recollection  of  hav- 
ing known  any  thing  at  that  time  concerning  his 
deposites ;  all  I  know  on  the  subject  is  from  recent 
publications.  I  am  under  the  impression  that,  dur- 
ing the  Winter  succeeding  the  letter  of  1st'  No- 
vember, either  Colonel  Johnson  or  myself  was 
written  to  on  the  subject  of  the  enclosure  above 
spoken  of,  but  my  recollection  is  so  indistinct  that 
I  cannot  speak  with  any  certainty  about  it. 

Q,.  It  is  stated  in  an  account  current  of  Benja- 
min Stephenson  with  the  United  States,  printed 
with  Mr.  Crawford's  publication,  ordered  to  be 
printed  on  the  Uthof  May,  No.  13,  that  there 
was  cash  deposited  in  the  Bank  of  Edwardsville, 

ontheSlst  January,  1820,  amountin:TtoS2.526  82- 
and  in  another  account,  No.  14,  that  there  was' 
cash  deposited  in  the  same  bank,  by  Stephenson 
on  the  29th  February,  $2,881.     If  these  statement^ 
are  true,  do  you  now  think  it  possible  that  the 


letter  of  the  20th  April  was  the  letter  alluded  to 
in  that  conversation  before  mentioned  by  Mr. 
Stephenson  ? 

A.  I  still  think  it  possible.  His  own  letter  be- 
ing silent  on  the  subject  of  the  future  deposites. 
he  may  have  thought  that  that  would  have  justi- 
fied him  in  continuing  to  make  those  deposites  ; 
and  yet,  from  the  enclosure  above  referred  to,  Mr. 
Crawford  may  have  intended  to  prohibit  their 
being  made  there.  I  have  already  stated  that  my 
impre.«ision  is,  that  Colonel  Johnson,  or  inyselt, 
received  a  letter  on  the  subject  of  that  enclosure, 
and  suppose  the  enclosure  and  the  Receiver's  let- 
ter together  may  have  occasioned  the  latter  some 
uncertainty  how  he  was  to  act. 

Q,.  You  speak  of  your  impressions  concerning 
a  letter  to  yourself  or  Colonel  Johnson.  By  whom 
was  that  letter  written  ? 

A.  My  impression  is  that  it  was  written  by  the 
President  of  the  bank,  who  was  also  the  Receiver. 
Colonel  Johnson's  brother-in-law  holding  a  very 
large  portion  of  the  stock  of  that  bank,  he  has 
been  principally  relied  upon  for  some  years  past 
to  make  all  negotiations  with  Mr.  Crawford  con- 
cerning it  that  have  been  made  here,  and  we  have 
generally  had  conversation  upon  the  subject  when 
he  has  had  lo  act  in  those  cases.  If  i  received 
the  letter,  no  doubt  it  was  communicated  to  him  ; 
and  if  he  received  one,  it  is  equally  probable  that 
it  was  shown  to  me. 

Q,.  Do  you  know  that  the  Receiver  at  Ed- 
wardsville ever  saw  that  paper  called  the  enclo- 
sure in  the  letter  of  1st  November  7 

A.  Of  my  own  knowledge,  I  do  not,  but  I 
should  think  it  very  strange  if  he  had  not  seen  it, 
he  being  the  President  of  the  bank. 

Q,.   In  examining  the  records  in  the  Receiver's 
office,  did  you  see  a  letter  from  Mr.  Crawford  of 
the  1st  November  ? 
A.  I  did. 

Q,.  Docs  it  contain  any  direction  to  the  Re- 
ceiver to  deposite  moneys  in  the  Bank  of  Mis- 
souri ? 

A.  1  think  not.  I  have  already  stated  that  I 
believe  it  is  silent  as  to  his  future  deposite,  after 
the  one  therein  specially  referred  to. 

Q,.  The  letter  to  the  Receiver,  of  1st  Novem- 
ber, and  the  enclosure  of  which  you  speak,  differ 
in  this  respect.  That  part  of  the  enclosure  which 
relates  to  the  Bank  of  Missouri  is  not  found  in 
the  letter  to  the  Receiver.  Is  there  not  this  dif- 
ference ? 

A.  The  letter  which  I  saw  at  the  Land  Office 
at  Edwardsville  from  Mr.  Crawford  to  the  Re-  , 
ceiver,  of  November  1st,  1819,  1  feel  confident  I 
contains  no  directions  to  make  the  deposite  in  the  j 
Bank  of  Missouri,  but  is  silent,  as  I  have  before  ^ 
stated,  as  to  future  deposites. 

Q,.  Could  the  Receiver,  if  he  had  seen  this  en- 
closure, have  doubtt'd  about  the  propriety  of  con- 
tinuing his  deposites,  with  the  letter  of*^  1st  No- 
vember in  his  hands? 
A.  I  think  he  could. 

Q,.  In  giving  your  advice  to  the  Receiver  in 
the  Fall  of  1819,  did  you  give  it  in  the  character  of 
his  friend,  or  as  a  person  holding  a  high  place  ia 
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the  Government,  with  a  view  to  promote  the  pub- 
lic interest  ?  *^ 

A.  At  that  time  I  had  lost  confidence  in 
banks  generally,  so  much  so  that  I  did  not  wish 
to  be  held  responsible  for  any  bank.  1  advised 
the  Receiver  as  a  friend  to  him,  and  also  with  a 
view  to  free  myself  of  all  responsibility  for  the 
bank,  by  placing  things  in  such  a  situation  that 
Mr.  Crawford  could  act  in  the  case  as  he  should 

think  fit  on  his  own  responsibility,  leaving  the  funds 
in  the  Receiver's  hands  entirely  to  his  control. 

a.  Did  you  consider  the  funds  of  the  United 
Slates  safer  in  the  hands  of  the  Receiver  than  in 
the  Bank  of  Edwardsville  for  ninety  days? 

A.  I  considered  the  funds,  at  that  time,  as  safe 
in  the  hands  of  either,  with  this  diflference,  how- 
ever, that  the  bank  might  have  been  more  liable 
to  use  them  than  the  Receiver. 

O-  Did  you  not,  after  or  about  this  time,  write 
to  a  Paymaster  or  Paymasters,  recommending, 
suggesting,  or  soliciting  him  or  them  to  pay  the 
tro<K)s  of  the  United  Slates  in  notes  of  the  Bank 
of  Edwardsville? 

A.  I  have  no  recollection  of  having  written  to 
any  Paymaster  at  all  on  the  subject.    I  had  at  that 
time  as  much  confidence  in  the  notes  of  the  Bank 
of  Ed  wardsville  as  in  any  other  of  the  local  banks. 
Iheir  notes  were  receivable  in  the  Land  Office 
and  were  current  in  that  pan  of  the  country,  and 
I  should  suppose  might  have  been  taken  by  persons 
to  whom  the  Paymaster  was  to  make  his  pay- 
ments, as  safely  as  any  other  notes  in  that  quarter 
of  the  country,  nor  should  I  have  had  any  objec- 
tion to  recommend  them  to    any  Paymaster  as 
readily  as  any  others  of  the  notes  of  the  local 
banks  which  circulated  there.     I  think  about  that 
lime  I  had  heard  of  some  order  having  been  given 
by  the  Wax  Department,  which,  as  well  as  I  now 
remember,  required  the  troops  to  be  paid  either  in 
Missouri  paper  or  in  specie ;  and  I  think  I  wrote 
to  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  probably  to  other 
persons,  probably  to  Colonel  Johnson,  complainintr 
of  the  order.  *^  ** 

O.  Do  you  recollect  whether  it  was  before  or 
after  you  attended  Congress,  that  you  wrote  these 
letters  ? 

A.  I  do  not  recollect  the  time,  but  I  suppose  it 
must  have  been  after  the  first,  and  before  the  sec- 
ond session  I  served  in  Congress.  The  bank  only 
got  into  operation  a  short  time  before  my  departure 
for  Congress,  in  1818.  I  recollect  but  little  of  the 
ca.se alluded  to.  1  am,  however,  strongly  impressed 
wiih  a  belief  that  there  was,  or  thai  I  so  under- 
stood It,  an  order  to  Paymasters  that  I  consid- 
ered very  partial  to  the  Bankof  Missouri. 

Up.  Was  the  letter  which  you  wrote  at  the  re- 
quest of  Mr.  Stephenson,  dated  on  the  same  day 
on  which  it  was  copied? 

A.  I  do  not  recollect,  but  I  presume  it  was 

a.  Did  you  see  him,  on  that  day,  enclose  a 
printed  copy  of  your  publication  ?  and  were  both 
in  the  same  package? 

A.  It  was  on  the  same  day,  and  I  think  both 
letter  and  paper  were  put  in  one  cover. 

O.  Was  the  Land  Office  then  kept  in  Mr.  Ste- 
phenson's house,  or  in  a  separate  building  ? 


A.  It  was  in  a  separate  building,  not  far  from 
his  house. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  carry  the  letter  to  the  post 
otnce  ;  or  do  you  know  that  he  did  so  ? 

•  ^  ^'IP^*  *^  '^  t"^  '°'  Qor  do  I  know  that 
It  was.  The  post  office  was  at  a  considerable 
distance  from  the  place. 

a.  At  what  time  of  the  day,  in  the  morning  or 
the  afternoon,  was  the  copy  taken  ? 

A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Ct  Did  you  make  the  draught  at  the  office,  or  in 
your  own  house,  before  you  went  there  ? 

A.  I  think  it  was  written  in  my  own  house. 

U-.  Was  It  made  on  the  same  day  on  which  it 
was  copied,  or  the  day  before? 

A.  I  do  not  recollect,  but  I  think  it  was  on  the 
same  day. 

Q,.  At  what  hour  of  the  day  did  the  maU  leave 
Edwardsville  for  Washington  City,  at  that  time? 

A.  I  do  not  remember  the  hours  of  arrival  or 
departure. 

Ct  How  long  does  it  usually  take  letters  to 
reach  Washington  City,  from  Edwardsville,  bv 
mail?  '     ' 

A.  From  sixteen  to  eighteen  days,  I  think  in 
regular  course  of  mail,  and  when  the  weather  is 
good  ;  but  It  may  be  very  much  delayed  when  the 
weather  is  bad.  The  mail  has  been  very  irreg- 
ular. '        * 

Q.  What  is  the  average  time  in  which  you  have 
received  letters  from  that  place,  when  you  have 
been  in  this  city  ?  Would  twenty  days  be  an  un- 
reasonable allowance  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know  how  to  make  an  average - 
miscarriages  are  more  liable  to  happen  in    the 
Winter  time,  not  only  from  accidents,   but  from 
the  accumulation  of  letters,  and   I  cannot   now 
specify  in  how  long  a  time  I  have  received  a  sin- 
gle one  of  my  letters  after  it  was  mailed  from 
there.     I  think  I  have  received  much  fewer  in 
twenty  days  than  those  which  have  taken  a  longer 
time.     The  mail  has  been  irregular  in  the  Winter 
time,  during  the  sessions  of  Congress,  or  letters  at 
I  least  have  arrived  very  irregularly. 
I      a.  I  understand  you  to  have  said,  that,  but  for 
the  Secretary's  report  to  Congress,  on  the  22d  of 
March,  you  would  have  gone  quietly  to  Mexico 
without   disturbing  yourself  with  any  of  those 
charges  against  him? 

A.  I  believe  I  have  stated,  and  I  now  state 
again,  that  I  should  not  have  made  the  attack 
upon  Mr.  Crawford,  if  I  had  not  considered  him 
as  attacking  me. 

Question  by  Mr.  Webster.  Have  you  been  pret- 
ty  well  acquainted  with  the  general  operations  of 
the  Treasury,  in  the  Western  States,  for  several 
years    in  regard  to  lo  the  collection  of  the  public 
debts?  '^ 

A.  I  have  been,  in  regard  to  the  collection  from 
the  sale  of  public  lands,  but  of  the  special  facts 
contained  in  the  documents,  I  had  no  other  means 
of  knowing  than  every  other  mem  her  of  Congress, 
except  what  I  knew  from  being  a  director  of  the 
Bank  at  Edwardsville,  while  I  was  such. 

Q,  When  did  you  first  become  a  member  of 
Congress  ? 
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A.  I  was  elected  ia  1S18. 

Q.  Have  you  contiDued  a  member,  without  iu- 
termissioD,  from  that  time  until' your  recent  diplo- 
matic appointment  ?  ' 

A.  I  have. 

Q^  Have  you,  generally,  attended  the  sessions 
of  Congress? 

A.  I  have. 

Question  by  Mr.  Livingston.  Do  you  know  any 
thing  further,  of  your  own  knowledge,  in  support 
of  the  facts  and  specifications  against  Mr.  Craw- 
ford, contained  in  your  memorial  ? 

A.  Nothing  that  I  recollect,  at  this  time,  that 
relates  to  the  matters  specifically  alleged  in  my 
Address  to  the  House. 

NINIAN  EDWARDS. 


June  16,  1824. — Mr.  Edwards  being  again  called. 

Q,uestion,  by  Mr.  Forsyth.  You  state  that 
you  received  Irom  the  Cashier  of  the  Bank  of 
Edwardsville  an  enclosure,  contained  in  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Crawford  to  him,  of  1st  November, 
1819.  Can  you  state  whether  there  was  not  an- 
other paper  enclosed  in  that  letter  ? 

A.  I  cannot.  I  neither  saw  nor  heard  of  any 
other. 

Q^  For  what  purpose  was  your  address  to 
Congress,  and  the  letter  to  the  Speaker  accom- 
panying it,  sent  in  a  different  manner  and  to  a 
different  person  from  the  documents  and  the  copy 
of  the  address,  which  you  state  was  first  sent? 

[The  committee  decided  that  the  question  should 
not  be  put.] 

Q^  You  state,  in  one  of  your  addresses  to  the 
public,  at  Louisville,  dated  ISih  May,  1824,  that 
you  sincerely  believed,  and  had  been  advised  by 
your  most  dispassionate  friends  and  other  impar- 
tial gentlemen,  that  it  was  absolutely  and  essenti- 
ally due  to  your  own  character  to  enter  inio  this 
coQiroversy  with  Mr.  Crawford.  I  wish  you  to 
state  who  these  dispassionate  friends  and  impar- 
tial persons  were. 

A.  I  object  to  the  question. 

[The  Committee  decided  it  should  not  be  put.] 

^  Did  not  your  affidavit,  before  the  committee 
of  investigation  of  the  last  Congress,  with  respect 
to  this  correspondence,  which  you  allege  look 
place  between  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and 
Mr.  Stephenson,  impose  upon  the  Secretary  the 
necessity,  when  he  made  his  final  re|)ort,  either 
to  produce  that  correspondence  or  to  account  for 
the  omission  to  produce  it? 

A.  I  submit  the  question  to  the  committee. 

[The  Committee  decided  it  should  not  be  put.] 

Q^  Do  you  think  it  possible  that,  in  the  year 
1819,  a  letter  should  have  come  by  mail,  from 
Edwardsville  to  Washington,  from  the  16th  of 
October  to  the  1st  of  November  following? 

A.  Judging  from  the  statement  I  have  to-day 
seen,  from  the  Post  Office  Department,  I  should 
think  it  was  not ;  but,  if  the  letter  of  the  Receiver 
did  not  leave  Edwardsville  before  the  16ih  of 
October,  I  do  not  believe  that  Mr.  Crawford's  let- 
ter to  the  Receiver,  of  the  1st  of  November  fol- 
lowing, was  written  or  sent  on  the  day  of  its 


date,  unless  the  letter  of  the  Receiver  was  sent, 
by  private  conveyance,  to  Louisville,  and  mailed 
there. 

Q,uestion,  by  Mr.  Floyd.  When,  in  your 
deposition,  heretofore  laken^  you  mention  the 
name  of  "Colonel  Moore,"  to  what  Colonel 
Moore  did  you  allude? 

A.  To  a  representative  in  Congress  from  Ala- 
bama. 

Qi.  by  Mr.  Floyd.  You  state  that  you  bad 
prepared  another  address  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, subsequently  to  writing  the  first,  which, 
should  Congress  have  adjourned,  you  intended  to 
get  published  in  the  National  Intelligencer,  if  you 
could.  What  was  your  object  in  wishing  to 
have  It  so  published? 

A.  I  thought  I  had  obtained  sufficient  testimony 
to  establish  my  innocence  of  the  charge  or  impu- 
tation which  I  understood  Mr.  Crawford  as  hav- 
ing made  against  me;  and  I  wished  to  lay  that 
testimony  and  my  address  before  the  people  of  the 
United  States. 

June  1 9th — Mr.  Elvards  fwOier  examined. 

QL  by  -Mr.  Forsyth.  Have  you,  or  have  you 
not  had,  in  your  possession,  the  paper  which  you 
sajf  Lippincott  found  in  the  Receiver's  office  in 
your  hand-writing,  at  any  time  since  the  12ih  of 
October,  1819? 

A.  I  presume  that  the  draught  of  the  letter  of  the 
Receiver  of  the  12th  of  October  is  alluded  to. 
There  is  nothing  that  I  more  firmly  believe  than 
that  I  have  never  seen  that  paper  from  the  time  it 
was  copied  by  the  Receiver,  as  has  been  before 
stated,  until  it  was  found  by  .Mr.  Lippincott  in  the 
office,  in  April  or  May  last,  as  has  also  been 
stated.  I  then  had  it  in  my  hands,  and  read  it,  I 
believe,  more  than  once,  but  never  had  it  in  my 
possession,  out  of  the  office,  after  it  was  so  found 
by  Mr.  Lippincott. 

Q..  Do  you  know  who  prepared  the  rough 
draught  of  the  letters  from  the  President  of  the 
Edwardsville  Bank  to  you,  of  January  7,  1820,  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  same  date, 
and  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  18th 
of  April,  1820,  or  either  of  them  ? 

A.  I  do  not. 

NINIAN  EDWARDS. 


James  NMe,  of  the  Senate^  «toom,  on  the  part  of  Mr. 

Crav/ord. 

d.  You  were  employed  by  the  Treasury  in 
some  arrangements  with  the  Bank  of  Vincennes, 
were  you  not?  Will  you  be  so  good  as  to  slate 
whether,  in  your  opinion,  the  debt  due  by  that 
bank  to  the  Government  is  secured,  or  any  part  of 
it,  and,  if  any,  what? 

A.  So  far  as  I  had  the  agency  in  it,  which  is  to 
the  amount  of  about  $26,000,  1  believe  and  con- 
sider the  debt  as  secured. 

Q..  Do  you  consider  the  claims  of  the  United 
States  on  that  bank,  apart  from  the  collateral 
security,  as  being  safe? 

A.  As  to  the  residue  of  the  claim  which  the 
United  States  has  against  the  Bank  of  Vincennes, 
1  know  nothing  of  it,  except  from  information 
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which  has  been  derived  from  the  Directors,  who 
say  that  the  bank  is  able  to  pay  the  debt,  and  has 
secured  its  payment.  A  part  of  that  debt,  con- 
sisting of  $10,000,  (not  included  in  the  $26,000 
beforementioned,)  was  transferred  by  that  bank  to 
the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  in  a  draft  on 
John  H.  Piatt,  secured  by  two  good  endorsers- 
and,  from  very  recent  information,  I  learn  that 
this  draft  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasury 
Department,  or  the  District  Attorney,  Mr.  Dewey, 
and  in  a  train  to  be  recovered.  A  further  sum  of 
$7,000  IS  secured  in  obligations  against  the  State 
of  Indiana,  which  is  a  matter  in  negotiation  be- 
tween that  State  and  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
Slates. 

Q..  Have  you  had  any  conversation  with  Gov- 
ernor Edwards  concerning  Mr.  Crawford's  man- 
agement of  the  Western  banks,  and  concerning 
his  authorship  of  the  A.  B.  letters  ? 

A.  I  have;  acd  it  was  introduced  by  himself. 

Q.  State  that  conversation,  with  the  time  and 
circumstances. 

A.  The  precise  day  I  cannot  recollect;  it  was 
pending  his  nomination  made  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  the  Senate,  as  Minister  to  Mex- 
ico; and  It  was  after  the  21st  or  22d  of  February 
last.     I  make  this  statement,  from  the  fact,  that  on 
the  21st  or  22d  of  February,  1  went  to  Mrs.  Queen's 
to   board,  where  Governor  Edwards  resided   and 
this   conversation   was   after    I  went   there.'   He 
stated  that  lie  was  about  to  be  attacked  in  the  Sen- 
ate of  the  United  States  for  the  purpose  of  defeat- 
ing his  nomination  ;  that  party  and  political  spirit 
was  now  high  ;  that  he  understood   that  charc^es 
would   be  exhibited  aeainst  him,  and   that  it  h^'ad 
been  so  declared  in  the  Senate  Chamber.     I  re- 
marked to  Governor  Edwards  that  he  well  knew 
according  to  the  rules  of  that  body,  while  on  Ex- 
ecutive business,  secrecy  was  required  ;  that  I  was 
not  at   liberty  to  mention  any  occurrence,  or  the 
remark  of  a  single  member,  excepting  so  far  as  re- 
lated to  myself;  that  I  was  not  governed  by  party  or 
political  feelings  or  motives ;  that  I  adhered  to  the 
expression  made  use  of  by  Jefferson— and  the  only 
inquiry  with  me  was,  is  he  capable  and  is  he  honest  ? 
Governor  Edwards  then  remarked,  that,  although 
secrecy  was  required  in  that  body,  yet  he  was  in- 
formed almost   every  day  of  the  transactions  and 
remarks  of  inffKiduals  when  his  nomination  was 
called  up  ;  and  he  added,  "  Noble,  I  shall  not  for- 


ihe  author  was.     Crawford  and  I,  said  Mr.  Ed- 
wards, have  had  a  little  difference,  but  I  have  al- 
ways considered   him  a  high-minded,  honorable, 
and  vigilant  officer  of  the  Government;  he  has 
been  abused  about  the  Western  banks  and  the  un- 
available funds;  (leaning  forward  and  extending 
his  hand,)  he  added,  now  d-— n  it,  you  know  we 
both  live  in   States  where  there  are  many  poor 
debtors  to  the  Government  for  lands,  together  with 
a  deranged  currency.     The  notes  on  various  banks 
being  depreciated,  after  the  effect  and  operation  of 
the  war  in  that  portion  of  the  Union,  and   the 
banks,  by  attempting  to  call  in  their  paper,  hav- 
ing exhausted    their  specie,  the  notes  that  were 
then  in  circulation  became  of  little  or  no  value. 
Many  men  of  influence  in  that  country,  said  he 
have  united  to  induce  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury to  select  certain  banks  as  banks  of  deposite 
and  to  take  the  notes  of  certain  banks  in  payment 
for  public  lands.     Had  he  not  done  so,  (meaning 
Mr.  Crawford,)   many  of  our  inhabitants  would 
have  been  turned  out  of  doors,  and  lost  their  lands  • 
and  the  people  of  that  country  would  have  had  as 
universal   disgust  against  Mr.  Crawford ;  and   I 
will  venture  to  say,  said  Mr.  Edwards,  notwith- 
standing I  am  considered  his  enemy,  that  no  man 
in  this  Government  could  have  conducted  the  fis- 
cal and  financial    concerns   of  the  Government 
with  more  integrity  and  propriety  than  Mr.  Craw- 
lord   did.     I   farther  remarked   to  Governor  Ed- 
wards, in  speaking  of  his  nomination,  that,  inas- 
much as  he  was  nominated  by  the  President,  un- 
less some  charge  was  brought  against  him,  I  had 
already  evinced  in  the  Senate  my  disposition  to 
vote  for  the  confirmation  of  his  nomination,  with- 
out any  previous  consultation  with  him;  but  ad- 


get  you."  I  then  replied,  that  I  did  not  under- 
stand his  meaning.  Hesaid  It  was  unimportant- 
he  was  satisfied  J  was  not  governed  by  the  party 
•  feelings  which  were  then  prevailing.  It  was  on 
the  day,  in  the  evening  of  which  this  conversation 
took  place,  that  I  had  moved  to  take  up  his  nomi- 
nation in  the  Senate.  This  must  have  been  his 
meaning,  when  he  said  he  would  not  forget  me- 
for  he  explained  it  the  next  day,  and  *aid  he 
had  heard  that  I  had  done  so.     Mr.  E.  farther  re- 

*"A\-n'  '''"^  ^^  ^^^^  "^^  *"  ^^  ^he  decisive  friend 
of  \V  illiam  H.  Crawford  ;  and,  said  he,  I  am  con- 
sidered as  being  his  bitter  enemy— and  I  am 
charged  with  being  the  author  of  the  numbers 
signed  A.  B. ;  but,  (raising  his  hand,)  1  pledge  you 
my  honor,  I  am  not  the  author,  nor  do  1  know  who 


ded,  if  I  had  the  power  of  making  the  noiiination. 
1  would  not  have  nominated  him  ;  and,  as  an  evi- 
dence of  It,  1  had  written  a  letter  to  Mr.  Monroe, 
urging  the  nomination  of  William  Henry  Har- 
rison, and  with  that  letter  I  had  enclosed  the  unan- 
imous recommendation  of  the  members  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  Indiana  in  favor  of  General  Harrison 

Question  by  Mr.  Cook.  When  Governor  Ed- 
wards mentioned  to  you  that  he  received  informa- 
tion of  what  the  Senate  was  doing,  did  he  not  at 
^  the  same  time  observe  that  he  was  a  member  of 
the  Senate,  and  had  a  right  to  know  what  they 
were  doing  as  much  as  any  other  member  ? 

A.  If  he  made  that  observation,  I  do  not  recol- 
lect It.     He  might  have  done  so. 

a  When  you  had  this  conversation  with  him. 
had  not  the  Richmond  Enquirer  on  that,  or  some 
day  not  long  before,  been  received  in  this  city,  con- 
taining an  allegation  that  Mr.  Edwards,  "  the  au- 
thor ol  the  A.  B.  plot,"  had  been  nominated  as 
Minister  to  Mexico?  and  can  you  say  positively 
that  the  denial  of  the  authorship  on  the  part  of 
Mr.  Edwards  did  not  relate  to  the  plot  instead  of 
the  writings  themselves  under  that  signature  ?  and 
did  not  the  conversation  grow  out  of  that  publica- 
tion? ' 

A.  I  saw  an  article  in  the  Richmond  Enquirer 
stating  that  Ninian  Edwards,  the  "author  of  a' 
B."  or  "of  A.  B.  plot  memory,"  (I  do  not  recol- 
lect which,)  had  been  so  nominated.     The  paper 
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I  9aw  at  the  hoarding;- house  of  Mrs.  Queen,  and  I 
think  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Elkins;  whether  it  was 
before  the  conversation  with  Governor  Edwards, 
or  afterwards,  I  do  not  distinctly  recollect.  I  ana  in- 
clined to  think  it  was  after  the  conversation  ;  but 
1  am  very  well  satisfied,  that,  in  the  conversation 
with  Governor  E.,  when  he  declared  himself  not 
to.  be  the  author  of  A.  B.,  and  pledged  his  honor  to 
the  declaration,  that  I  understood  him  to  have  an 
explicit  reference  to  the  numbers  signed  A.  B. 
which  appeared  in  the  Washington  Republican  ; 
and  I  so  understood  him,  because  he  had  reference 
to  the  reports  of  the  two  committees  who  examined 
into  that  subject  at  the  previous  session  of  Con- 
gress. No  allusion  jjrhatever  was  made  in  this 
conversation  to  the  article  in  the  Richmond  En- 
quirer. 

Q  In  the  course  of  the  conversation,  was  refer- 
ence made  to  any  particular  numbers  of  the  pub- 
lications signed  A.  B. 

A.  There  was  not. 

Q^  Was  the  name  of  Greneral  Cocke  at  all  intro- 
duced ? 

A.  It  was  not. 

Q,.  When  did  you  first  mention  the  conversa- 
tion you  have  now  repeated  as  having  passed  be- 
tween yourself  and  Governor  Edwards?  and  to 
whom? 

A,  According  to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  I 
never  repeated  it  to  any  person  until  the  evening 
of  the  day  that  I  was  informed  that  Governo"r 
Edwards's  address  was  presented  to  the  House  of 
Representatives;  on  that  evening,  in  conversation 
with  several  of  the  members  of  that  House,  amongst 
whom  were  Mr.  Reed  and  Mr.  Nelson,  some  of 
whom  said  that  Governor  Edwards  had  avowed 
himself  to  be  the  author  of  A.  B.,  and  others  said 
that  he  had  not  done  so,  I  remarked  that  they 
must  have  misunderstood  the  address,  for  Gover-  i 
nor  Edwards  had  pledged  his  honor  to  me  that 
he  was  not  the  author  of  A.  B.  In  the  same  eve- 
ning I  made  the  same  remark  to  Mr.  Elkins. 

Q,.  Did  you  mention  the  subject  to  any  member 
of  the  Senate? 

A.  Not  while  his  nomination  was  pending,  nor 
before  his  address  appeared  ;  afterwards  I  spoke  1 
of  it,  without  reserve. 

Q.  I  perceive   from   the  Richmond   Enquirer  ! 
that  a  leiter,  purporting  to   have  been  written  in 
the  Senate  Chamber,  and   dated  April  26,  1824  [ 
states,  that   "Mr.  N.  Edwards  declared  to  Mr!  i 
Noble,  Senator  from  Indiana,  that  he  was  not  the  i 
author  of  the  A.  B.  publication  ;  he  did  this  pend- 
ing his  nomination  as  Minister  to  Mexico;  in 
consequence  of  this  declaration,  Mr.  Noble  states 
that  he  voted  for  hira  :"  Did  you  make  any  such  ' 
communication  to  any  member  of  the  Senate?      ! 

[Mr.  Forsyth  objected  to  this  question,  and  the  ' 
Committee  decided  the  question  was  improper.] 

QL  Did  you  ever  have  any  conversation  with 
Colonel  Benton,  of  the  Senate,  on  the  subject  of 
your  conversation  with  Mr.  Edwards? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  In  the  conversation  you  had  with  Mr.  Ed- 
wards, did  he  speak  of  the  original  plan  adopted 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  the  relief  of 


the  people  of  the  West,  or  did  he  speak  of  the 
manner  in  which  that  plan  was  executed  ? 

A.  He  spoke  of  the  conduct  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  generally. 

Q^  Did  you  understand  the  conversation  you 
have  mentioned  as  intended  to  affect  your  vote 
on  the  then  pending  nomination? 

A.  I  did  not  suppose  that  that  was  its  design, 
nor  bad  it  any  such  effect  upon  myself.  I  con- 
sidered him  as  speaking  as  an  honest  man.  If  he 
had  told  me  he  was  the  author  of  A.  B.,  it  would 
not  in  my  opinion  have  had  the  least  weight  with 
me  whatever  in  relation  to  my  vote;  for  I  con- 
sidered that  matter  as  done  with,  and  I  had  al- 
ready taken  an  active  part  for  him  in  the  Senate. 
Question  by  Mr.  Forsyth.  What  do  you  now 
understand  as  having  been  the  effect  intended  to 
have  been  produced  by  that  conversation  7 

Answer.   Governor    Edwards    having   pledged 

his  word  and  honor  to  me,  unsooght  for,  that  he 

was  not  the  author  of  A.  B.;  and  having  expressed 

his  opinion  of  the  integrity  and  vigilance  of  the 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and   mentioned    that 

he  expected  an  attack  in   the  Senate,  as  I  now 

^  suppose  from  the  friends  of  Mr.  Crawford,  I  con- 

j  sider  him  as  having  expected  that  I  would  take 

this  information  that  he  gave  me  into  that  body, 

I  and  it  would  be  the  means  of  securing  the  confir- 

I  mation  of  his  nomination. 

I      Question  by  Mr.  Cook.  Did  Governor  Edwards 
;  request  you  to  mention  what  he  had  said  to  any 
j  members  of  the  Senate,  or  did  he  afterwards  in- 
j  quire  whether  you  had  done  so  ? 
!      A.  He  did  not. 

I      Q.  Did  you,  in  the  conversation  with  Mr.  Ed- 
I  wards,  signify  to  him  that  his  being  or  not  being 
{  the  author  of  A.  B.,  would  have  no  influence  on 
j  your  vote  ? 
'      A.  I  did  not. 

JAMES  NOBLE. 

Witness  called  again. 

Question  by  Mr.  Edwards.  Please  to  state  the 
value  of  each  division  of  the  property  you  re- 
ceived at  Brookville  as  security  for  the  debt  of 
the  Bank  of  Vincennes  to  the  United  States. 

Answer.  As  to  the  value,  it  would  be  but  mere 
opinion,  and  I  cannot,  from  recollection,  name 
each  division  of  the  property.  But,  at  the  time 
the  property  was  conveyed  by  mortgage  to  the 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  I  supposed  and 
believed  that  it  would  cover  nearly  the  sum  of 
$26,000,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  mortgao-e, 
and  the  valuation  fixed  on  the  property  by  two* 
disinterested  persons  who  had  valued  it  previously 
to  Its  being  conveyed  by  the  owners  to  attorneys 
or  trustees  for  the  use  of  the  Directors  of  the  Bank 
ol  Vincennes,  and  for  the  purpose  of  discharging 
their  debts,  as  will  fully  appear  from  a  report  of 
OQ  k  A^^'"'"''  Department,  marked  F,  and  dated 
2yth  April,  1S22,  (see  Executive  papers  of  second 
session  of  17th  Congress.) 

Q.  What  is  its  present  value  ? 

A.  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  state. 

Q  Was  it  not  your  opinion,  while   my  nomi- 
nation was  pending,  and  shortly  after  you  came 
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to  Mrs.  Queen's  to  lodge,  that  there  would  be  no 
opposition  to  it  in  the  Senate  ? 

A.  It  was  my  opinion  that  there  would  be  an 
opposition,  and  vou  yourself  told  me  that  there 
would  ;  but  the  tact  turned  out  that  there  was  no 
opposition,  for  reasons  which  you  know.  You 
know  that  the  opposition  was  expected  from  Col- 
onel Benton,  and  he  was  sick.  I  did  not  know 
what  the  charges  to  be  brought  against  you  were 
and  I  told  you  at  the  same  time  that  if  there  were 
no  charges  brought,  I  should  vote  for  you  and 
should  not  regard  political  feeling.  You  remarked 
to  me  that  the  friends  of  Mr.  Crawford  would  op- 
nose  you.  I  replied,  that  some  of  those  whom  I 
knew  to  be  his  friends  would  scorn  such  a  line  of 
conduct— I  mean,  would  scorn  to  suffer  political 
feeling  to  bias  their  vdtes  in  such  a  case. 

Q.  Where  did  the  conversation  which  you  have 
testified  as  having  passed  between  you  and  my- 
self take  place?  ' 

A.  In  my  room,  at  Mrs.  Queen's. 

JAMES  NOBLE. 


John  Mason  svom,  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Craw/vrd. 

Question  by  Mr.  Forsyth.  Have  you,  or  not, 
had  a  conversation  with  Mr.  Edwards,  concern- 
mg  the  A.  B.  publications?  and  if  so,  stale  what 
It  was. 

Answer.  I  had  such  a  conversation  with  Mr. 
Edwards,  and,  as  far  as  I  recollect,  it  occurred 
while  his  nomination  was  pending  in  the  Senate, 
and  before  it  had  been  confirmed,  but  of  this  I 
will  not  be  positive.  He  stated  to  me  that  there 
would  probably  be,  or  that  he  had  expected,  an 
opposition  in  the  Senate,  and  that  one  of  the 
grounds  of  that  opposition  was  the  authorship  of 
the  A.  B.  publications,  which  had  been  imputed 
to  him;  that  as  to  that,  although  it  was  well 
known  that  he  had  taken  a  decided  stand  against 
Mr.  C,  he  had  done  nothing  which  he  had*hesi- 
tated  to  avow,  or  would  hesitate  to  avow,  (I  can- 
not be  certain  which  he  said,)  and  that  his  oppo- 
sition had  been  open  and  fair. 

J.  MASON,  Jr. 


3Ir.  Mason  called  again 

Question.  When  you  first  saw  me,  after  I  occu- 
pied the  back  room  of  Mrs.  Queen's  boarding- 
house,  what  was  the  stale  of  my  health  ? 

Answer.  You  were,  as  I  thought,  quite  ill. 

Q.  Was  not  this  shortly  after  my  nomination  ? 

A.  It  was. 

Q.  Was  it  at  this  time  that  you  had  the  con- 
versation you  have  related  ? 

A.  It  was  subsequently  to  this  visit. 

Q.  Had  I  not  then  got  well  ? 

A.  You  were  then  certainly  much  better. 

J.  MASON,  Jr. 


Daniel  P.    Cook,   of  the    House  of  Representatives 

svom,  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Cravford.  ' 

Question.  Did  you  receive  the  address  of  Mr. 

Edwards,  to  Congress,  by  mail  ?  and  if  so,  at  what 

time  ? 


Answer.  I  received  it  on  the  Saturday  next 
previous  to  the  Monday  on  which  it  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House,  accompanied  by  a  letter 
through  the  mail,  from  Wheeling,  requesting  me 
to  place  It  in  the  hands  of  the  Speaker,  after  sup- 
plying some  documents  which  were  referred  to  m 
the  memorial,  but  were  not  forwarded  with  it. 
These  documents  I  supplied,  and,  on  the  next 
day,  did  place  it  in  the  hands  of  the  Speaker. 

Q.  Was  theaddress  itself  communicated  byinail? 
A.  Yes.  ' 

Q.  Did  the  address  come  through  the  mail  ad- 
dressed to  you  ? 
A.  No. 

Q  To  whom  did  it  come  addressed  ? 
A.  I  submit  to  the  committee  whether  this  is  a 
proper  question. 

[The  committee  decided  that  the  question  ought 
not  to  be  put  to  the  witness.] 

Q.  State  what  reasons  you  have  for   knowing 
that  it  came  by  mail  at  all  ? 

A.  By  the  mail  preceding  that  which  I  believe 
brought  It  on,  I  received  a  copy  of  a  part  of  the 
same  memorial,  with  a  letter  from  Mr.  Edwards 
j  stating  that  he  expected  by  the  next  mail  to  for- 
j  ward  It  complete  ;  and  by  the  next  mail  I  received 
a  second  letter  from  him,  statins  that  he  had  by 
that  mail  forwarded  the  memorial,  as  suggested  in 
his  former  letter ;  and  the  person  to  whom  it  was 
sent  did  early  on  that  day  place  the  memorial  in 
my  hands,  which  was  in  the  original  blank  en- 
velope, having  the  post  mark  of  Wheeling  upon  it, 
and  directed  by  Governor  Edwards,  whose  hand- 
writing I  know  ;  and  therefore  I  believe  that  it 
came  by  mail. 

Q.  Was  it  opened  ? 

A.  The  seal  of  the  envelope  had  been  broken. 
Q.  I  think  it  was  early  in  the  day  that  you  re- 
ceived your  own  letter  and  this  envelope  ? 
A.  I  think  it  was  not  later  than  ten  o'clock. 
Q.  Do  you  not  know  that  Mr.  Edwards  is  not 
the  author  of  those  A.  B.  publications  printed  in 
the  Ha^fungim  Republican,  which  he  has  avowed 
in  his  memorial  ? 

A.  Since  I  understood  he  was  the  author  of  any 
of  them,  I  have  understood  from  him  thathe  was 
the  author  of  all  those  which  relate  to  the  subject 
of  this  investigation.  I  did  understand  that  the 
farst  number  of  those  publications  was  communi- 
cated to  that  paper  by  a  different  person,  but  I 
have  since  learned  from  Mr.  Edwards  that  he 
wrote  all  of  them  which  refer  to  the  subject  of 
this  investigation,  and  I  know  nothing  to  the 
contrary. 

Q.  Did  you,  in  supplying  documents  for  that 
memorial,  lurnish  any  but  printed  ones? 

A.  I  furnished  none  others.  The  rest  came  in 
the  packet. 

Q.  Was  postage  charged  on  the  packet  you 
received  ? 

A.  If  there  was  I  have  no  recollection  of  it.  I 
am  sure  I  paid  no  postage.. 

D.  P.  COOK. 

Mr.  Cook  called  again. 
Q.  by  Mr.    Forsyth.  Please  to  separate  those 
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papers  which  you  furnished  for   the  aiemorial  of  I 
Mr.  Edwards,  from   those  which  came  enclosed 
to  you.  I 

A.  I  furnished  one,  and  am  not  certain  but  two,  ; 
of  the  A.  B.  publications;  and  I  furnished  Nos.  1 
and  2  of  the  documents  annexed  to  the  memorial. 
My  impression  is  that  these  fre  all  which  I  fur- 
nished. 

Q,.  You  state  that  the  seal  of  the  envelope  which 
was  handed  to  you  had  been  broken.  Were  the 
papers  within  it  sealed  up  and  directed  to  you  ? 

A.  They  were  not.  I  received  six  or  seven 
newspapers  and  documents  directed  immediately 
to  myself,  but  the  memorial  was  not. 

Qi.  What  motive  did  Mr.  Edwards  state  to  you 
for  sending  the  memorial  to  you  indirectly  ? 

A.  He  expressed  none.  The  memorial  and  the 
letter  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  came  in  the 
same  envelope.  D.  P.  COOK. 


Q,.  Had  you  the  Richmond  Enquirer,  in  which 
this  article  was  contained,  then  in  your  possession  ? 

A.  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  recollect.  The 
Enquirer  was  taken  by  Mr.  Locke,  a  member  of 
Congress  from  Massachusetts,  who  then  lodged  at 
Mrs.  Q,ueen'». 

Q,.  Did  YOU,  at  or  about  tl»at  time,  hand  or 
show  that  paper  to  General  Noble  ? 

A.  I  do  not  remember.  Such  a  thing  might 
have  occurred  without  ray  recollecting  it. 

Q,.  Is  that  the  only  conversation  you  ever  had 
with  Grovernor  Edwards  on  the  subject  ? 

A.  I  do  not  recollect  any  other. 

JEREMIAH  ELKINS. 


Jeremiah  Elkins  sworn,  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Crawford. 

Q,.  Had  you  a  conversation  with  Mr.  Edwards 
about  the  A.  B.  publications  ? 

A.  I  have  heard  him  allude  to  those  publica- 
tions, and  mention  his  being  charged  with  the  au- 
thorship of  them. 

Q,.  State  what  took  place? 

A.  I  think  it  was  an  article  in  the  Richmond  En- 
quirer which  led  to  the  remark  I  heard  him  make, 
in  which  article  it  was  stated  that  "  Mr.  Edwards, 
of  A.  B.  plot  memory,"  or  words  to  that  effect, 
had  been  nominated  by  the  President  as  Minister 
to  Mexico.  Mr.  Edwards  observed  that  he  was 
not  the  author  of  those  publications  ;  or,  as  I  think 
the  expression  was,  that  he  was  no  more  the  au- 
thor than  the  editor  of  the  Enquirer  himself. 

Q,.  by  Mr.  Cook.  Where  and  when  did  this  con- 
versation take  place  ? 

A.  It  was  at  Mrs.  Q,ueen's  boarding-house,  and 
during  the  dependency  of  Mr.  Edwards's  nomina- 
tion before  the  Senate.  I  cannot  recollect  the 
particular  day. 

Q„  Was  any  other  person  present  at  this  con- 
versation ?  \ 

A.  Probably  there  were  others  present.  I  think 
it  was  either  at  dinner,  or  during  the  time  that 
the  boarders  were  coming  in  to  dinner.  Mr.  Ed- 
wards inquired  whether  any  gentleman  took,  or 
had  seen  the  Richmond  Enquirer,  that  he  under- 
stood there  was  in  it  an  article  to  the  effect  stated 
above,  and  then  made  the  remark  relative  to  it 
which  I  have  mentioned. 

Q,.  Can  you  remember  in  what  part  of  Mrs. 
dueen's  house  he  then  had  his  room? 

A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q,.  Did  General  Noble  then  board  there  ? 

A.  I  think  it  was  about  the  time  General  Noble 
came  there— probably  within  a  day  or  two  before 
or  after.     Of  this,  however,  I  am  not  certain. 

Q,.  Do  you  remember  having  any  conversation 
with  General  Noble  about  that  article  in  the  Rich- 
mond Enquirer,  before  the  presentation  of  Mr.  Ed- 
wards's memorial  ? 

A.  No.  I  might  have  had,  but  do  not  recollect 
any. 


H'Un^fs  a{/ain  called. 
Q..  by  Mr.  Cook.  Did  Mjr-  Edwards,  in  making 
the  denial  you  have  referred  to,  use  the  words  "A. 
B.  plot,"  or.  'A.  B.  publications  ?" 

A.    I  knew  of  no  difference  between  the  two, 
and  therefore  do  not  recollect. 

JEREMIAH  ELKINS. 


William  W.  Seaton  sworn,  on  llie  part  of  Mr.  Craw- 
ford. 
Question  by  Mr.  Forsyth.     Did  you  ever  have 
a  conversation  with  Mr.  Edwards,  relative  to  the 
authorship  of  the  A.  B.  publications? 

Answer.     Mr.  Edwards  spoke  of  tho^e  papers  to 
me,  incidentally.     He  came  to  our  office  to  have, 
as  he  said,  a  free  and  frank  conversation.     It  was 
the  first  time  he  had  been  there,  to  my  knowledge, 
for  a  year.     It  was  during  the  pendency  of  his 
nomination  before  the  Senate  as  Minister  to  Mex- 
ico, and  some  lime  before  Mr.  Crawford's  report 
was  made  to  Congress.     He  wished  to  know,  he 
said,  if  we  would  publish  his  defence.     I  asked 
him  what  defence — a  defence  against  whom  ?     He 
replied,  that  he  expected  to  be  attacked,  and  when- 
ever be  turned  upon  his  enemies,  he  generally  got 
the  belter  of  them,  (or  words  to  that  effect.)     He 
further  said,  (and  this  I  lemember  distinctly,  for 
he  twice  or  thrice  repeated  it,)  that  when  he  com- 
menced, he  never  stopped  at  the  line  of  just  retri- 
bution.    I  answered  him,  that,  if  he  was  attacked 
in  our  paper,  he  should   have  the  free  use  of  it  to 
defend  himself;  that  if  he  was  attacked  any  where 
else,  he  should  have  the  same  rights  extended  to 
him  as  were  extended  to  all  other  citizens ;  but  he 
could   have  no    positive  promise  of  publication, 
until  we  had  read  the  matter  which  he  wished 
published.     Passing  then  from  that  subject.  Gov- 
ernor Edwards  said  he  knew  that  we  had  thought 
him  for  some  time  hostile  to  us,  on  account  of 
that  foolish  business  of  last  session,  (or  that  A.  B. 
affair  of  last  session— I  do    not   recollect  which 
phrase  he  used,)  but  he  had  nothing  to  do  with  it. 
Mr.  Gales  was  present  during  the  greater  part,  if 
not  the  whole,  of  this  conversation.     It  was  on 
the  authority  of  this  conversation  alone,  that  we 
expressed  in  the  paper  our  belief  that  Mr.  Edward;. 
was  not  the  author  of  the  A.  B.  publications. 

Question  by  Mr.  Cook.  Had  you  not,  previ- 
ous to  this  conversation,  said  to  others  that  you 
did  not  believe  .Mr.  Edwards  was  the  author  of 
the  A.  B.  publications? 


Case  of  Ninian  Edwards. 


Answer.  At  the  time  the  A.  B.  papers  appeared 
It  did  not  strike  me  that  Mr.  Edwards  was  the 
author;  and  when  the  subject  was  continued  in 
the  Franklin  Gazette,  after  Congress  had  adjourn- 
ed, and  Mr.  Edwards  cone  to  Illinois,  I  believed 
that  another  member  of  Congress  was  the  author. 
Such  being  my  impression,  I  may  have  staled 
It,  but  do  not  recollect  having  done  so.  But  the 
conversation  with  Mr.  Edwards  was  the  only  au- 
thority beyond  conjecture  we  had  for  slating  that 
he  was  not  the  author  ;  nor  should  we  have  pub- 
lished the  paragraph,  but  for  that  conversation. 


H.  Can  you  say  distinctly  that  in  that  conver- 
sation Mr.  Edwards  did  not  speak  of  an  imputed 
plot;  and,  in  saying  that  he  had  nothing  to  do 
with  It,  that  he  did  not  refer  to  a  plot,  and  not  to 
the  publications? 

A.  I  do  not  distinctly  recollect  Governor  Ed- 
wards's language,  except  so  far  as  that  it  left  a 
strong  impression  on  my  mind  that  he  disclaimed 
having  any  thing  to  do  with  the  A.  B.  business. 
He  ?poke  of  it  generally,  and  I  do  not  recollect 
that  he  made  the  distinction  referred  to  in  the  ques- 
tion now  put. 

Question  by  Mr.  Livingston.  When  you  speak 
of  the  A.  B.  business,  the  A.  B.  plot,  and  the  A.  B. 
publications,  do  you  not  mean  the  same  thin*''? 

1  1*^7"  '°  applying  some  of  those  terms,  I  hare 
used  the  language  commonly  applied  to  them,  and 
understand  them  all  to  mean  the  same  thing 

Question  by  Mr.  Cook.  Was  not  the  word  plot 
as  applied  to  the  subject,  first  used  in  the  National 
Intelligencer  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell.  It  has  frequently  been 
used  in  the  National  Intelligencer;  but  I  believe 
that  epithet  was  applied  to  it  by  the  public  as  early 
as  It  was  by  the  National  Intelligencer. 

Question  by  Mr.  Edwards.  Do  you  not  recol- 
lect that  in  the  conversation  which  I  had  with  you 
and  Mr.  Gales,  I  stated,  that,  in  consequence  of 
certain  rumors  about  the  publications  of  A.  B. 
and  what  had  been  stated  in  your  paper  about  an 
A.  B.  plot,  that  I  might  find  it  necessary  to  say 
something  about  yourselves,  and  show  that  there 
was  no  A.  B.  plot  in  the  case  at  all— or  words  to 
that  effect  ?     And  did  not  Mr.  Gales  reply  ? 

Atiswer.  Such  a  remark  may  have  been  made, 
but  I  cannot  call  it  to  my  recoUeciion.  As  it 
seems  Mr.  Gales  replied  to  the  remark,  it  is  possi- 
ble It  was  addressed  to  him;  and  on  this  account 
1  may  not  particularly  have  noticed  it. 

Q.  In  saying  Us  you  have  done)  that  I  inti- 
mated that  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  A.  B. 
affair,  did  you  not  consider  me  as  rather  alluding 
to  any  effects  it  might  have  upon  you,  than  upon 
others  ?  ' 

A.  Your  object  at  the  time  appears  to  me  to 
have  been  to  remove  any  impression  of  your  en- 
tertaining feelings  of  hostility  to  us;  but  the  con- 
current impression  which  you  conveyed  to  my 
mind  was,  that  you  were  not  the  writer  of  the 
A.  B.  publications. 

Q.  Wasnotihisan  inferenceof  your  own,  from 
the  general  scope  of  the  conversation,  rather  than 
from  any  expressions  of  mine? 

A.   Your  exact  language  I  do  not  remember. 


I  can  only  speak  with  certainty  of  its  effect  upon 
rny  mind,  which  is  as  I  have  stated.  We  thought 
the  denial  clear,  because  that  was  the  "good  rea- 
son spoken  of  in  our  paragraph,  which  we  stated 
ourselves  to  be  in  possession  of,  for  not  believing 
you  to  be  the  author.  * 

Q.  Did  I  not  expressly  state,  in  connexion  with 
the  conversation  about  the  A.  B.  affair,  that  I  had 
no  intention  of  injuring  you? 

A.  I  think  not ;  because  that  would  have  been 
a  virtual  admission  that  you  were  the  author— 
and  we  understood  you  to  deny  being  so. 

Q.  Do  you  not  recollect  my  making  the  fol- 
lowing remark— that  I  never  was  the  aggressor  in 
any  controversy,  and  never  would  be;  but  that 
when  attacked,  I  did  not  know  that  1  always  stop- 
ped at  the  just  bounds  of  retribution  ? 

A.  Of  this  remark,  I  remember  distinctly  only 
that  part  which  I  have  already  stated;  but  the 
residue  rnay  have  been  expressed  by  you  in  con- 
nexion with  it. 

Q.  In  Mr.  Dickins's  testimony,  he  mentioned 
you  as  having  procured  the  copying  of  some  of  the 
bank  correspondence.  By  whom  was  this  copy- 
ing executed,  and  under  what  circumstances  ? 

A.  Being  informed  last  Fall,  by  Mr.  Little,  of 
this  city,  that  he  should  be  glad  to  obtain  from 
some  of  the  public  ofl5ces  some  clerical  employ- 
naentto  fill  up  his  leisure  time,  and  knowing  that 
in  tim«;  of  pressure,  writing  was  given   out  by 
some  of  the  public  offices,  I  inquired  of  Mr.  Dick- 
ins,  in  the  month  of  October  last,  if  there  was,  in 
the  Treasury  Department,  any  extra  writing  he 
could  giveout.    He  mentioned  that  the  voluminous 
bank  correspondence,  called  for  by  a  resolution  of 
Congress,  was  more  than  the  clerks  in  the  office 
could  get  ready,  and,  as  others  were  employed  on 
It  out  of  the  office,  if  I  knew  of  any  trust-worthy 
person,  he  would  give  him  a  part  of  it  to  do      On 
my  vouchmg  for  the  integrity  of  the  gentleman 
mentioned,  Mr.  D.  gave  me  a  bundle  of  the  letters 
which  he  wished  might  be  copied  without  delay'" 
as  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  anxious  to 
transmit  the  correspondence  to  Congress  early  in 
the  session.     These  letters   were    transcribed  in 
three  or   iour  weeks  and    returned.     Soon  after 
Mr.  Dickins  called  on  me,  and  said  he  was  afraid 
the  other   persons  would  not  be  able  to  get  the 
remainder  of  the  letters  copied  in  time,  and  asked 
me  if  the  same  gentleman  would  undertake  some 
more.     He  left  another   bundle  with  me,  which 
were  also  copied.     On  their  being  returned   I  in- 
quired if  he  could  tell  me  how  soon  the  correspon- 
dence would  be  sent  in.     He  could  not  say,  as 
there  was   yet   much  of  the  correspondence  re- 
maining to  be  transcribed.     I  told  him  the  same 
gentleman,  and  one  or  two  others,  also,  would  be 
glad  of  as  much  writing  as  they  could  get.     I  then 
received  from  Mr.  Dickins  a  third  large  bundle  of 
the  letters,  and    they   were   immediately  put  in 
hand.     I  afterwards   received   .several   mes.sages 
from   Mr.  Dickins  to  hurry  the  copying,  as  the 
Secretary  was  very  impatient  to  send  the  corres- 
pondence to  Congress,  and  as,  after  the  copying 
should  be  completed,  it  would  take  much  time  to 
compare  the  transcripts  with  the  originals.     To- 
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ward  the  latter  part  of  the  copying,  I  received, 
every  day,  a  message  from  Mr.  Dickins,  urging 
despatch,  as  all  the  rest  of  the  copying  was  fin- 
ished, and  he  was  so  importunate  to  have  it  done, 
that  I  was  induced  to  obtain  for  Mr.  Little  the  aid 
of  an  additional  person.  The  precise  time  that 
this  copying  was  completed,  I  do  not  remember, 
bat  it  was,  I  think,  some  time  in  March. 

W.  W.  SEATON. 


C  harks  H.  W.  Hliarton  sworn,  on  the  part  of  Mr. 

Cravford. 

Question  by  Mr.  Forsyth.  Have  you  ever  had 
a  conversation  with  Mr.  Edwards  about  the  au- 
thorship of  the  A.  B.  publications  ?  If  yes,  relate 
it. 

Answer.  Yes.  I  have  had  a  conversation  with 
him  on  that  subject  in  December  or  January  last, 
at  his  lodgings,  at  Mrs.  Q,ueen's.  Mr.  E.  said  he 
was  not  the  author  of  the  A.  B.  plot,  that  he  did 
not  know  any  thing  about  it. 

Q.  In  what  manner  was  this  denial  made, 
and  in  what  words,  so  far  as  you  can  recollect  ? 

A.  The  manner  appeared  to  be  solemn  ;  the  ex- 
pressions were — "  He  would  be  d d  if  he  knew 

any  thing  about  that  d d  A.  B.  plot," 

Q^  How  came  he  to  say  any  thmg  about  the 
A.  B.  plot  ? 

A.  I  called  upon  Mr.  Edwards  for  the  purpose 
of  procuring  recommendations  to  the  ditferent 
Secretaries  of  the  Departments  with  a  view  to 
obtaining  for  myself  a  clerkship.  He  stated  that 
he  was  intimately  acquainted  with  all  of  them, 
and  could  give  letters  to  all  of  them,  except  Mr. 
Crawford,  and  a  letter  to  him  would  do  no  good, 
for,  (to  use  his  own  expressions)  that  he  and  Mr. 
Crawford  "  did  not  set  horses  together ;"  "  that 
Mr.  Crawford  was  under  a  belief  that  he  was  the 

author  of  the  d d  A.  B.  plot,  the  authorship  of 

which  he  disavowed  ;  and  he  concluded  by  saying 
that  he  considered  Mr.  Crawford  a  very  clever 
and  honorable  man. 

Q,.  by  Mr.  Cook.  Are  you  certain  that  Mr. 
Edwards,  in  speaking  of  an  A.  B.  plot,  did  not 
say  that  he  knew  nothing  of  any  plot  ? 

A.  I  have  correctly  stated  the  conversation  as 
it  occurred. 

C.  H.  W.  WHARTON. 


sequence  of  such  disavowal,  Mr.  Noble  had  voted 
to  confirm  his  appointment  in  the  Senate.  I  felt 
anxious  to  know  whether  such  disavowal  had  been 
made  for  such  a  purpose.  Under  the  influence  of 
that  anxiety,  I  met  with  Grcneral  Noble  in  this 
Capitol,  and  heard  him  say  that  such  was  not  the 
fact;  that  Governor  E.  had  disavowed  the  author- 
ship of  those  publications ;  that  it  had  no  connex- 
ion with  his  vote,  as  he  was  his  friend,  and  should 
have  voted  for  the  confirmation  of  his  appoint- 
ment in  any  event. 

Q,.  Did  General  Noble  say,  at  that  time,  that 
he  did  not  believe  that  disavowal  was  intended  to 
have  any  efl'ect  upon  the  nomination  of  Governor 
Edwards? 

A.  All  that  I  know  of  it  is  embodied  in  my 
answer  to  the  first  interrogatory. 

Q..  Have  you  had  any  conversation  with  Mr. 
Elkins  on  the  same  subject?  if  so,  please  state 
what  it  was,  and  when  7 

A.  I  think  atsomeperiodof  time, shortly  after  the 
address  of  Governor  Edwards  was  presented  to  the 
House,  and  after  the  publication  in  the  Enquirer, 
to  which  I  have  alluded,  Mr.  Elkins  informed  me 
in  a  conversation,  sought  by  myself,  that  he  had 
heard  Governor  E.  incidentally  remark,  upon  read- 
ing this  article  in  the  Enquirer,  in  which  he  is 
spoken  of  as  "Ninian  Edwards  of  A.  B.  plot 
memory,"  that  he  was  no  more  the  author  of  that 
plot  than  the  Editor  of  the  Enquirer — I  speak  with 
more  preciseness  of  the  conversation  with  Mr. 
Elkins  than  of  that  with  General  Noble. 

JNO.  S.  BARBOUR. 


John  S.    Barbour,  of  the  House   of  Representatives, 
stcom,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Edwards. 

Q,uestion  by  Mr.  Cook.  Have  you  had  any  con- 
versation with  Mr.  Noble  on  the  subject  of  a  con- 
versation held  between  him  and  Mr.  Edwards, 
relative  to  the  authorship  of  the  A.  B.  publica- 
tions ?  if  so,  please  to  stale  what  that  conversation 
was. 

A.  I  will  relate  the  circumstances  under  which 
such  conversations  were  held.  Shortly  after  the 
communication  of  the  addresses  of  Governor  Ed- 
wards, I  read,  with  two  members  of  the  Kentucky 
delegation,  a  letter  printed  in  the  Richmond  En- 
quirer, in  which  Governor  E.  is  said  to  have  de- 
clared to  Mr.  Noble  that  he  was  not  the  author  oi 
those  publications  signed  A.  B.,  and  that,  in  con- 


TJuinias  II.  Benton,  of  tfte  SeiuUe,  sworn,  on  the  part 
of  Mr.  Crawford. 
Question   by  Mr.  Forsyth.  Were  you  not  well 
acquainted  with   the  connexion  of  Mr.  Edwards 
with  the  Edwardsvillc  Bank  ? 

j      Answer.  From  general  report   only.     I  never 

j  did  any  business  with  him  in  that  character. 

I  Q,.  Do  you  know  that  he  has  made  tflbrts,  from 
the  establishment  of  the  institution  till  its  failure, 
to  keep  up  its  credit  with  the  public  ? 

A.  What  I  know  |)ersonally  is  the  publication 
in  the  St.  Louis  Enquirer,  of  which  I  was  an 
editor. 

Q,.  Do  you  know  whether  the  statements  in  that 
publication  are  correct. 

[To  this  question  Mr.  Cook  objected.  The 
Committee  decided  that  it  might  be  put.] 

A.  I  very  well  remember  my  opinion  at  the  time 
the  publication  was  made.  It  was,  that  the  pub- 
lication would  give  a  credit  to  the  bank,  to  which 
it  was  not  entitled.  In  conformity  with  that 
opinion,  and  from  no  other  motive  than  to  count- 
ervail the  effect  of  that  publication,  I  wrote  an 
article,  which  was  published  either  in  the  same 
paper,  or  in  one  next  succeeding,  (but  I  think  the 
same.)  in  which  I  gave  some  of  the  reasons  which 

!  induced  me  to  believe  that  the  bank  was  not  en- 
titled to  the  credit  which  Mr.  E.  gave  to  it  in  his 
publication.  1  have  not  seen  that  article  since, 
but  the  facts  and  circumstances  rest  upon  my 
mind,  and  I  am  still  of  the  opinion  that  1  then 
was. 
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Q.  What  were  the  facts  on  which  this  opinion 
was  formed. 

A.  The  first  was  one  leading  fact,  which  I  had 
from  general  report,  that  a  majority  of  the  stock 
was  held  by  two  or  three  stockholders  who  were 
persons  of  little  or  no  property.  The  stockholders 
to  whom  I  allude  were  Mr.  Robert  Latham  and 
General  Payne,  the  latter  of  whom  was  reputed 
to  cover  stock  for  the  Messrs.  Johnson,  of  Ken- 
tucky. Mr.  Latham  was  generally  reported  to  be 
the  insolvent  partner  of  a  firm  in  Kentucky—l 
think  either  Latham  &  Broadhead,  or  Latham  «t 


A.  I  was  not  till  long  after,  say  two  years  or 


more 


Morehead  ;  and   that   he  was  insolvent  I  am  cer- 
tain, having  been  employed  as  a  lawyer  to  collect 
debts  from  him.     The  Messrs.  Johnson  were  gen- 
erally reputed  to  be  in  bad  pecuniary  circumstances. 
1  he  stockholders  having  a  majority  of  the  stock, 
could  change  the  Directors  at  anv  election.     This 
circumstance  deprived  the  bank'  of  credit  in  my 
eyes.     Another  circumstance  which  made  me  be- 
lieve that  the  publication  of  Mr.  Edwards  would 
^ivethe  bank  a  credit  which  was  not  due  to  it  was 
Its  silence  upon  points  necessary  to  be  known,'such 
as  the  pecuniary  stability  of  several  of  the  Direc- 
tors.    Mr.  Smithy  one  of  the  Directors,  of  whom 
a  high  character  is  given  in  that  publication,  was 
generally  reputed  to  be  without  oroperty,  or  very 
recently  insolvent.     Dr.  Joseph  Bowers,  of  whom 
a  high  character  IS  also  given,  was  a  speculator 
lately  arrived  in  the  country,  claiming  and  talkine 
of  much   property,  but,  as  was  believed,  without 
solid   foundation.     The  other  directors,  with  the 
exception  of  two  or  three,  were  generally  reputed 
to  own  but  little  property,  and  to  hold  a  minority 
ot  the  stock.     Another  circumstance   to   the  pre- 
judice of  the  bank,  was  my  belief  that  it  could 
not  do  a  business  which  would  defray  its  expenses 
and  support  It,  owing  to  the  little  commerce  exist- 
ing in  the  place  where  it  was  established 

Question  by  Mr.  Cook.  You  state  that  Mr.  Ed- 
wards made  his  publication  in  the  St.  Louis  En- 
quirer of  1819;  was  Mr.  Crawford  on  the  list  of 
those  to  whom  that  paper  was  statedly  sent  ? 

A.  Yes. 

,J\^'^\  '*V^ J™^  y°"  "Po"^^  o^  »he  character  of 
he  Bankof  Edwardsville,  and  its  claims  to  pub- 
lic credit,  did  you  know  any  thing  of  its  actual 
condition? 

A.  I  had  no  personal  knowledge  of  its  affairs  • 
ray  opinions  were  bottomed  on  generjil  current  re- 
port. 

Q.  Did  you  not,  about  the  same  time,  write  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  stating  stron<r  ob- 
jections to  the  claims  of  this  bank  upon  his  confi- 
dence, and  that  of  the  public  ? 

A.  I  did  so,  some  time  before,  soon  after  the  bank 
went  into  operation.  i 

Q.  Did  you  receive  any  reply  from  the  Secre- I 

r^^K f  '"^J^";^'  ^f  ^^'""^  yo"  ascertained! 
that  he  had  received  your  letter  ?  j 

A.  I  did  ;  and   he  stated  that,  availing  himself' 

of  the  permission  expressed  in  my  letter   to  show  I 

It  to  whomsoever  it  concerned,  he  had  shown  it  ' 

to  Mr.  Edwards  and  Colonel  Johnson. 

R  \  ^"iX?  ^'°"  -^i  ^''^^  ^'^^  a  Director  of  the 
tJank  of  Missouri  ? 


Q.  About  this  time,  however,  did  you  not  make 
communications  in  your  paper  to  the  public, 
strongly  supporting  the  claims  of  the  Bank  of 
Missouri  to  the  public  confidence  ? 

A.  I  made  very  few,  if  any;  I  do  not  now  re- 
member one. 

Q.  Was  it  not  your  opinion,  that  that  bank  was 
entitled  to  confidence  ? 

A-  It  was  most  decisively.  After  my  first  ar- 
ri''M^n^*'r'"p^°°.^''y'  '"  IS^O,  I  had  spoken 

After  that  bank  had  stopped  payment,  and  resolu- 
tions had  been  submitled  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, upon  the  subject  of  its  failure,  and  of 
the  public  deposite  in  it,  myself  and  Mr.  Scott, 
representative  from  Missouri,  went  to  Mr.  Craw- 
Jord,  and  offered  to  give  him,  in  writing,  the  pre- 
vious statements  which  we  had  made*  verbally, 
in  favor  of  the  bank.  Mr.  Crawford  dwiined  re^ 
ceiving  any  statement  from  us.  His  precise  words 
1  do  not  remember,  but  he  declined  taking  from 
us  any  thing  like  vouchers  to  shield  him  from  re- 
sponsibility, stating,  I  think,  that  the  correspond- 
ence would  show  that  every  thing  was  fairVand 
that  he  had  proceeded  on  sufficient  grounds. 

Q.  Which  bank  first  failed  to  pay  specie  for  its 
notes,  the  Bank  of  Missouri  or  the  Bank  of  Ed- 
wardsville ? 

A.  The  Bank  of  Missouri.  But  I  have  been 
informed  and  believe,  that  the  Bank  of  Missouri 
had  assets  at  the  time  of  its  stopping  specie  pay- 
ment, to  an  amount  beyond  the  claims  uponit: 
that  It  has  settled  all  these  claims,  either  by  pay- 
ing them  or  securing  them  to  be  paid,  while  the 
Bank  of  Edwardsville  has  neither  paid  or  secured 
Its  debt  to  the  United  States. 

Q.  At  what  time  were  you  employed  to  collect 
debts  against  Mr.  Latham  ? 

1820.  ^°"'*'  """^  ^^'"'^  ^   ""^""^  ^"^  Congress,  in 

Q.  Do  you,  or  do  you  not,  know  that  General 

Payne  is  reputed  to  be,  and  do  you  not  believe 

iu™k    ?        *"™°"°^^  ^^^  wealthiest  men  in  Ken- 

A.  I  have  always  understood  that  he  was  a  man 

of  large  property  ;  but  the  general  report  was,  that 

he  shares  in  h.s  name  were  really  the  property  of 

the  Messrs.  Johnsons.  i     k-    j    ^ 

th  ^xyr^°  y"."'.^'^  ^"^  y°"  °o''  '^'^ow  or  believe  that 
the  Messrs.  Johnsons  were  at  that  time  also  con- 
sidered  among  the  wealthiest  men  in  Kentucky? 

A.  All  the  information  which  I  had  upon  the 
subject,  represented  them  to  be  engaged  in  large 
and  critical  moneyed  enterprises,  and  that  their 
IJecuaiary  credit  was  most  uncertain. 

Q.  Do  you  not  know  that  Robert  Pogue,  an- 
o  her  Director  in  the  Bank  of  Edwardsville,  was 
at  that  time  engaged  in  large  mercantile  concerns, 
and  ot  unsuspected  credit? 

A.  I  knew  xMr.  Pogue  as  a  merchant,  and  his 
credit  and  standing  were  very  good. 

a  William  Kinney,Joseph  Conway,  and  Abra- 
ham Pricket,  were  also  Directors.  Were  not  these 
gentleman  all  at  that  time  of  high  respectability 
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and  of  considerable  unencumbered  property,  so  far 
as  your  knowledge  extends? 

A.  I  knew  them  all  personally.  Mr.  Kinney 
was  always  represented  to  rae  as  a  person  of  con- 
siderable property.  I  never  heard  the  others  so 
spoken  ol.  I  know  nothing  about  the  encum- 
brances on  any  of  their  estates.  They  were  all 
respectable. 

Q,.  Dr.  Joseph  Bowers,  another  Director,  is 
spoken  of  by  Mr.  Edwards  as  a  gtntleman  of  re- 
spectability. Was  not  that  his  general  character 
at  that  period  ? 

A.  It  was.  But,  my  objection  to  Governor  Ed- 
wards's publication  was,  its  omitting  to  speak  of 
the  pecuniary  circumstances  of  the  directors  and 
stockholders. 

Q,.  Were  the  directors  and  stockholders  liable 
beyond  the  amount  of  the  stock  paid  in  ? 

A.  The  Bank  of  Edwardsville  was  an  incor- 
porated bank,  and  I  suppose,  of  course,  they  were 
not. 

Q,.  What  was  the  conversation  you  had  with 
General  Noble,  which  induced  you  to  write  the 
letter  in  the  Richmond  "Enquirer,"  in  relation 
to  that  conversation? 

A.  I  had  two  conversations  with  Mr.  Noble, 
upon  the  subject  of  his  conversation  with  Mr. 
Edwards.  The  first,  soon  after  the  appearance  of 
Mr  Edwards's  addrc>s.  It  occftrred  accidentally, 
while  passing  each  other  in  the  large  circular 
room,  in  the  centre  of  the  Capitol.  It  was  very 
short.  I  was  going  in  haste  into  the  Senate 
Chamber.     Either  replying  to  a  question   from 


testimony.  The  first  was  short  and  imperfect, 
and  so  slight,  that  Mr.  Noble  with  difficulty  could 
recollect  it  when  I  have  since  mentioned  it  to 
him. 

Q,.  Do  you  not  know,  that  the  representations 
which  you  have  stated  were  made  by  you  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  against  the  Bank  of 
Edwardsville,  were  contradicted  by  those  of  Mr. 
Edwards  and  Colonel  Johnson? 

A.    I  do  not  know  that  they  were. 

THOMAS  H.  BENTON. 


me,  or  from  some  other  person,   for  there  were 
several  passing  at  the  same  time,  Mr.  Noble  said 
that  Mr.  Edwards  had   declared  that  he  was  not 
the  author  of  the  A.  B.  publications,  and  that  he 
had  supported  him  in  the  Senate.     In  repeating 
that  conversation,  I  reported  if,  and  in  writing  to 
the  Editor  of  the  Richmond  "  Enquirer"  the  letter 
in  question,  I  represented  it  as  if  Mr.  Noble  had 
voted  for  Mr  E.  in  consequence  of  that  disavowal. 
It  was  the  construction  which  I  put  upon  the  sup- 
port which  he  had  given.  ^  I  was  not  in  the  Senate 
during  the  time  that  Mr.   E.'s  nomination  was 
pending,     A  week  or  two  afterwards,  and  when 
there  occurred  some  leisure  in  the  Senate,  and  in 
consequence  of  suggestions  that  Mr.  Edwards  had 
only  denied  the  authorship  of  the  A.  B.  publica 
tions  by  way  of  avoiding  an  improper  curiosity,  I 
asked  Mr.  Noble  whether  he  had  made  inquiries 
of  Mr.   Edwards  which  led    to  the  disavowal? 
Mr.  Noble  then  stated  to  me  particularly  his  con- 
versation with  Mr.  Edwards.     He  said  that  the 
disavowal  was  wholly  voluntary  on   the  part  ol 
Mr.  Edwards  ;  that  he  had  pledged  his  honor  that 
he  was  not  the  author  of  the  A.  B.  publications, 
but  Mr.  Noble  had  intended  to  vote  for  him  before 
he  heard  this  disavowal ;  that  he  had,  before  hear- 
ing it,  made  a  motion  in  the  Senate  to  take  up  his 
nomination  ;  that  Mr.  Edwards,  in  that  same  con- 
versation, spoke  honorably  of  Mr.  Crawford;  spoke 
-well  of  his  management  of  the  finances,  and  of 
his  relief  to   the  Western  debtors.     The  second 
and  full  conversation  was  the  same  as  has  been 
detailed  before  the  committee  by  Mr.  Noble  in  his 


Abraham  Bradley,  junior,  stcorn,  on  the  part  of  Mr. 

Cratc/urd. 

Q,.  by  Mr.  Forsyth.  In  October,  1819,  what 
was  the  shortest  time  in  which  a  letter  could 
come  by  the  mail  from  Edwardsville  to  W^ash- 
ington  ? 

I  have  examined  the  contracts,  and  am  unable 
to  state. 

U.  Could  a  letter  have  come,  at  that  time,  in 
less  than  twenty  days? 

A.  It  is  difficult  to  answer  with  certainty  ;  but. 
according  to  my  best  informition,  I  should  say  it 
could  not. 

Q,.  Have  you  made  out  a  list  of  the  arrivals 
and  departures  of  the  mail  between  this  city  and 
Edwardsville  ?  Is  the  paper  now  shown  to  you 
such  a  list  ?  and  is  it  made  out  according  to  the 
best  information  you  possess  ? 

A.  It  is.  I  have  made  it  out  from  the  contracts, 
in  all  its  items,  saving  one,  and  that  I  have  slated 
from  the  advertisement  of  the  Post  Office  De- 
partment, for  a  contract  which  is  the  route  from 
Wheeling  to  Louisville.  The  mail  takes  a  longer 
time  to  come  from  Edwardsville  than  to  go  there. 

Q.  Do  the  dates  on  the  bills  of  the  mails  sent, 
which  appear  in  the  quarterly  returns,  ascertain 
the  time  of  the  departure  of  the  mails? 

A.  They  always  ought  to  do  .so. 

ABM.  BRADLEY,  Jr. 


Luit  of  departures  and  arrivals  of  the  mail  betwfen 
Washingtt/n  and  EdtcaklsvUle. 

[Arrangement  maila  1818  and  1819.] 
Washington  — Leave   Sunday,    Tuesday,  and 
Thursday,  at  2  a.  m. ;  arrive  Monday,  Wednesday, 
and  Friday,  at  10  p.  m. 

Fredericktown  —  arrive  Sunday,  Tuesday, 
Thursday,  at  2  p.  m.;  leave  Monday,'  Wednesday! 
Friday,  at  10  a.  m.:  Leave  Sunday,  Tuesday, 
Thursday,  at  3  p.  m.;  arrive  Monday,  Wednes- 
day, Friday,  at  9  a.  m. 

Cumberland — arrive  Monday,  Wednesday,  Fri- 
day, at  8  p.  m  ;  leave  Saturday,  Tuesday,  Thurs- 
day, at  3 a.  m. :  Leave  Tuesday,  Thursday,  Satur- 
day, at  9  a.  m. ;  arrive  Friday,  Monday,  Wednes- 
nesday,  at  8  p.  m. 

Brownsville— arrive  Tuesday,  Thursday,  Sat- 
urday, at  8  p.  m.;  leave  Friday,  Monday,  Wed- 
nesday, at  4  a.  m.:  Leave  Wednesday,  Friday, 
Monday,  at  3  a.  rn.;  arrive  Thursday,  Saturday, 
Tuesday,  at  9  p.  ni. 

Wheeling— arrive   Wednesday,  Friday,  Mon- 
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day,  at  4  p.  m.;  leave  Thursday,  Saturday,  Tues- 
day, at  8  a.  m.:  Leave  Wednesday,  Monday, 
Friday,  at  5  p.m.;  arrive  Thursday,  Saturday, 
Tuesday,  at  7  a.  m, 

Shelbyville— arrive  Tuesday,  Thursday,  Satur- 
day, at  10  a.  m.;  leave  Friday,  Monday,  Wed- 
nesday, at  2  p.  m.:  Leave  Tuesday,  Thursday, 
Saturday,  at  11  a.  m. ;  arrive  Friday,  Monday, 
Wednesday,  at  1  p.  ro. 

Louisville — arrive  Tuesday,  Thursday,  Satur- 
day, at  8  p.  m.;  leave  Friday,  Monday,  Wednes- 
day, at  9  a.  m, 

Bairdstown— arrive  Tuesday  at  8  p.  m. ;  leave 
Wednesday  at  5  a,  m. :  Leave  W^ednesday  at  5 
a,  ra. ;  arrive  Tuesday  at  8  p.  m. 

Shawncetown — arrive  Saturday  at  10  a.  m. ; 
leave  Saturday  at  2  p.  m. :  Leave  Saturday  at  2 
p.  m.;  arrive  Saturday  at  10  a.  m. 

Kaskaskia  —  arrive  Tuesday  evening;  leave 
Wednesday  morning:  Leave  Wednesday  at  6 
a,  m. ;  arrive  Tuesday  at  6  p.  m. 

Cahokia — arrive  Thursday  at  2  p.  ra.;  leave 
Monday  morning:  Leave  Thursday  at  3  p.  m. ; 
arrive . 


The  within  is  a  true  extract  from  ao  original 
paper,  headed  "Account  of  mails  sent  from  the 
post  office  at  Edwardsville,  Illinois,  1819,"  fur- 
nished to  the  Committee  appointed  by  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  tfnited  Stales  to  inves- 
tigate the  charges  preferred  against  the  Secretary 
ol  the  Treasury  by  Ninian  Edwards. 

S.  BURCH, 
Ch.  Clk.  Hmise  of  Representatives, 

June  16,  1824. 


Madison  Courthouse,  or  Edwardsville arrive 

[no  lime;]  leave  [no  time— cannot  find  contract.] 

Extract  from  the-  Ut  page  of  the  original  ^'AccouiU  of 
the  mails  sent  from  the  Post  Offict  at  Edwards- 
ville,'^ for  the  quarUr  beginning  the  Ut  October 
1819. 
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Oct.  9. 

Golconda,  Tllinoii  - 
Brownsville   • 
English  Prairie 
Cape  Girardeau     - 
Waterloo,  Illinpig  • 
Edwards  citjr 

$0  43^ 
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0  ]2l 
0  37 
9  20 

1    0  18^ 
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Elvira,  Illinois 

- 

$0  16^ 

Southward     - 

2  50 

Franklin.  M.  T.     - 

:   0  18^ 

Eastward 
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Bellville,  Illinois    - 
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St.  Louis 

0  18 
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Nashville 

0  25 

St.  Genevieve 
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St.  Louis,  M.  T.    - 
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SL  Michael    - 
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Carnii,  Illinois 
New  Haven  - 
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Kaskaskia 
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Bellville 

0  12 

St.  Louis 

0  06 

New  York     - 

0  25 

20 

St.  Louis 

0  12 

- 

1 

George  Sweeny  sworn,  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Crawford. 

Q,.  Are  you  a  clerk  in  the  City  Post  Office? 

A.  I  am. 

Q..  Look  at  the  post-mark  on  this  letter.  What 
is  the  date  there  marked  ? 

[Here  the  witness  was  shown  the  letter  frotn 
Mr.  Crawford  to  the  Cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Ed- 
wardsville, dated  1st  November,  1819,J 

A.  The  day  appears  to  be  the  3d;  but  of  what 
month  cannot  be  discovered. 

GEORGE  SWEENY. 


Washington,  July  15,  1819. 
Dear   Colonel:    Yours  of  the  28th  ultimo 
came  to  hand  this  morning. 

The  circumstances  connected  with  the  Bank  of 
Edwardsville,  as  developed  in  the  two  letters  of 
Governor  Edwards,  submitted  by  you  to  my  pe- 
rusal, will  receive  due  consideration. 

I  am  much  surprised  at  the  contents  of  his  first 
letter  to  you.  I  am  gratified  with  the  explana- 
tion you  have  given  him  upon  that  subject.  With 
Governor  Edwards  I  had  no  personal  acquaint- 
ance before  last  Winter.  The  opinion  which  I 
had  formed  of  his  talents  and  integrity,  from  the 
official  correspondence  which  had  l^en  carried  on 
between  us  both  in  the  War  and  Treasury  De- 
partments, has  been  confirmed  by  personal  ac- 
quaintance. 

The  different  subjects  upon  which  he  had  oc- 
casion to  ask  my  opinion  or  decision,  during  the 
last  session  of  Congress,  were  fairly  and  candidly 
stated ;  his  comments  upon  them  were  judicious, 
and  it  afibrded  rae  great  pleasure  to  be  able,  after 
due  examination  and  reflection,  generally  to  coin- 
cide in  opinion  with  him. 

The  gentleman  who  has  stated  that  I  was  un- 
friendly to  Grovernor  Edwards,  has  entirely  mis- 
taken my  feelings  and  motives  of  action.     Cer- 
tainly every  thing  which  occurred   between  the 
Governor  and  myself  was  decidedly  calculated  to 
inspire  feelings  of  a  very  difierent  character.     I 
had  every  reason  to  be  satisfied   with  him,  and 
hope  that  nothing  occurred  on  my  part  to  produce 
dis.satisfaction  with  him  with  any  part  of  my  con- 
duct.    I  believe  the  only  difference  of  opinion  that 
occurred  between  us  was  in  relation  to  the  eligi- 
bility to  office  of  a  minor.     In  that  case,  it  would 
have  afforded  me  great  pleasure  to  have  thought 
with  him,  inasmuch  as  it  would  have  enabled  me 
to  have  aided  in  doing  an  act  highly  acceptable 
to  my  friend   Colonel  McKee.     My  inability  to 
concur  with  him  in  opinion  was  cause  of  regret, 
and  not  of  complaint.     I  had,  therefore,  no  possi- 
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ble  cause  of  hostility  with  the  Gorernor,  and  as- 
sure you  that  I  never  felt  any  thing  like  hostility 
to  him. 

I  renoain,  with  sentitnents  of  the  highest  respect, 
your  friend  and  most  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

Colonel  Richard  M.  Johnson. 

P.  S.   I  return  you  Governor  Edwards's  first 
letter. 


Eliza  Quern  sworn,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Edwards. 

Question  by  Mr.  Edwards.  I  wish  you  to  state 
what  you  know  concerning  my  sickness  at  your 
house  after  ray  removal  into  the  room  in  the  back 
building  which  opens  on  the  balcony  ? 

A.  I  know  that  you  were  very  sick  while  you 
lodged  in  that  room,  so  ill  that  a  servant  was 
obliged  to  sit  up  with  you  every  night. 

Q.  How  long  do  you  think  that  I  continued  in 
that  situation  ?  do  you  suppose  it  was  two  weeks  ? 

A.  I  do  not  recollect  the  exact  time — I  should 
think  two  weeks,  but  cannot  be  certain. 

Q^  Do  you  recollect  how  long  it  was  after  Gen- 
eral Noble  came  to  lodge  at  your  house  that  I  be- 
came so  sick  as  to  be  confined  to  my  room  ? 

A.  I  am  not  certain — but  think  it  was  two  days 
or  three— it  was  on  a  Tuesday  or  Wednesday. 

Q,.  Do  you  recollect  that  I  breakfasted  or  dined 
at  the  table  with  the  other  boarders  after  breakfast 
on  the  Monday  next  after  General  Noble  came  to 
your  house  ? 

A.  I  do  not  recollect  that  you  did. 

Q^  Was  It  not  in  consequence  of  my  indisposi- 
tion that  I  did  not  ? 

A.  I  supposed  that  it  was. 

Q..  Was  not  my  room,  in  which  I  was  sick, 
one  of  the  remotest  back  rooms  on  the  second 
floorof  the  back  building,  and  was  not  Mr.  Noble's 
the  front  room  on  the  first  floor  of  the  front  build- 
ing? 

A.  Yes. 

Q^  Do  you  recollect  my  being  very  lame  after 
I  began  to  recover  ? 

A.  I  remember  your  wearing  socks  and  com- 
plaining of  pain. 

Q.  Do  you  think  I  could  have  walked  from  my 
room  to  the  front  part  of  the  house  within  a  week 
after  my  being  taken  so  ill  ? 

A.  I  do  not  recollect  seeing  you  do  so. 

Q.  Was  not  your  room  adjoining  mine;  and 
would  I  not  have  had  to  pass  by  your  room  to  get 
to  the  front  of  the  house  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Question  by  Mr.  Forsyth.  You  have  answered 
that  you  do  not  recollect  that  Mr.  Edwards  dined 
with  the  other  boarders  after  breakfast  on  the 
Monday  next  after  General  Noble  came  to  board 
at  y-ur  house:  do  you  recollect  that  he  did  not 
•come  to  the  table  ? 

A.  I  do  not  recollect  seing  him  at  table  after 
that  time,  at  breakfast  or  tea  ;  I  do  not  go  to  the 
table  at  dinner,  but  I  do  at  breakfast  and^ea. 

Q.  When  did  Mr.  Noble  come  to  lodge  at  your 
house  ? 

A.  On  Saturday  the  2l5t  of  February. 


Q„  And  you  think  it  was  on  the  Tuesday  or 
Wednesday  following  that  Governor  Edwards 
was  taken  so  sick? 

A.  Yes. 

Question  by  Mr.  Forsyth.  Where  was  Gover- 
nor Edwards's  room  when  Mr.  Noble  first  came 
to  lodge  at  your  house? 

A.  It  was  the  front  room  on  the  first  floor,  the 
same  room  which  General  Noble  afterwards  oc- 
cupied. 

Q.  When  did  Grovernor  Edwards  remove  to  the 
back  building  ? 

A.  On  Sunday;  the  next  day  after  General 
Noble  came. 

ELIZA  QUEEN. 


Adelaide  LindsUy  «fani,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Ed- 
wards. 

Question  by  Mr.  Edwards.  Did  you  not  board 
at  Mrs.  Queen's  during  the  whole  of  the  last 
Winter  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  do  you  know  concerning  my  being 
sick  there  after  I  removed  into  the  back  building  ? 

A.  You  were  taken  sick  about  the  middle  of 
the  week,  and  continued  confined  to  your  room 
I  should  think  about  a  fortnight. 

Q.  Was  I  not  sick  previous  to  my  being  taken 
so  very  ill  in  that  room  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  my  eating  at  table  with 
the  other  boarders  after  the  Monday  which  suc- 
ceeded General  Noble's  coming  to  Mrs.  Queen's 
to  lodge,  until  I  got  well  ? 

A.  I  do  not  recollect  that  you  did. 

Question  by  Mr.  Forsyth.  Do  you  recollect  that 
he  did  not  ? 

Answer.  I  was  never  at  table  saving  at  break- 
faNt  and  tea. 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  that  he  did  not  come  to 
table? 

A.  1  don't  know. 

ADELAIDE  LINDSLEY. 


William  B.  Hodgson  ncjrn,  at  the  request  of  Mr. 

Edwards. 

Question  by  Mr.  Edwards.  Please  to  state  what 
you  know  about  my  being  sick  after  my  removal 
to  the  room  in  the  back  building  at  Mrs.  Queen's. 

A.  I  recollect  finding  you  frequently  very  ill  in 
that  room,  when  I  visited  you  there,  so  much  so 
as  to  be  confined  to  bed. 

Q.  How  soon  was  this  after  my  nomination  ? 

A.  I  think  it  was  the  week  after  I  understood 
the  nomination  to  have  been  made,  and  I  believe 
on  Tuesday. 

Q.  Do  you  not  recollect  calling  on  that  day  and 
telling  me  that  you  understood  my  nomination 
had  not  on  that  day  been  taken  up  in  the  Senate  ? 

A.  If  I  did  not  say  so  on  that  day,  I  recollect  to 
have  made  the  observation  frequently  at  other 
times  when  I  visited  you. 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  that  I  told  you  that  Mr. 
Francis  Key  iiad  been  to  see  me  on  the  day  before 
you  visited  me  ? 


Case  of  Ninian  Edwards. 


A.  I  think  you  did. 

Question  by  Mr.  Forsyth.  Are  you  employed  in 
the  oflSce  of  the  Secretary  of  State  ? 

A.  I  have  been  occasionally  employed  in  that 
office  to  translate  foreign  languao:es  ;  but  I  am 
not  a  stated  clerk.  I  have  only  been  employed 
there  within  six  or  seven  weeks  past. 

Question  by  Mr.  Forsyth.  Did  you  visit  Gov- 
ernor Edwards  before  he  removed  into  the  back 
room  1 

Answer.  Yes. 

Q.  At  what  time? 

A.  On  the  same  week  on  which  I  understood 
the  nomination  to  have  been  made. 

Q.  Had  you  in  these  visits  any  conversation 
with  Governor  Edwards  on  the  subject  of  the 
nomination  ?  • 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  he  speak,  in  these  conversation!?,  of  an 
opposition  which  he  expected  to  his  nomination, 
and  of  the  grounds  on  which  he  expected  it  would 
be  made  ? 

A.  The  opposition  was  casually  spoken  of;  but 
I  do  not  recollect  that  any  special  grounds  for  it 
were  stated  by  Governor  Edwards. 

Q.  Did  he  say  any  thing  about  the  A.  B.  plot 
or  A.  B.  publications. 

A.  If  he  did  not,  I  mentioned  it. 

Q.  Please  to  state  what  passed  between  you  on 
that  subject. 

A.  I  had  seen  it  mentioned  in  a  New  York 
paper  that  Governor  E.  was  supposed  to  be  the 
author  of  these  A.  B.  publications;  this  I  men- 
tioned to  him.  At  that  time  nothing  positive  was 
.•said  by  the  Governor  as  to  the  authorship  ;  but,  at 
a  subsequent  visit,  knowing  that  there  were  doubts 
entertained  of  his  having  been  the  author,  to  sat- 
isfy myself  I  asked  him  if  he  did  write  them.  He 
replied,  "  I  neither  confess  nor  deny.'' 

Q.  What  was  the  reason  of  your  frequent  in- 
tercourse with  Governor  Edwards  on  this  subject  ? 

A.  Motives  of  friendship  and  interest. 

Q.  Has  there  been  a  former  connexion  or  ac- 
quaintance between  you  and  Governor  Edwards  ? 

A.  Not  before  my  first  visits  to  him  at  Mrs. 
Queen's.  I  was  an  applicant  to  be  appointed  his 
private  secretary. 

Q.  Were  you  so  appointed  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Are  you  to  go  to  Mexico  with  Governor 
Edwards? 

A.  I  am  not ;  I  have  procured  other  employ- 
ment. 

WILLIAM  B.  HODGSON. 


Jeremiah  Nelson^  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
sworn,  at  tht  request  of  Mr.  Edwards. 

Question  by  Mr.  Edwards.  Please  to  state 
what  you  recollect  of  my  being  sick,  at  Mrs. 
Queen's,  after  Mr.  Noble  came  to  lodge  there. 

Answer.  I  then  lodged  at  Mrs.  Queen's,  and 
understood,  from  several  members  of  the  family, 
that  Governor  Edwards  was  very  sick.  I  should' 
think  it  was  more  than  a  week  after  Mr.  Noble's 
coming  there,  that  I  visited  Governor  Edwards 


in  his  room.  He  was  then  very  much  indisposed; 
but  I  do  not  know  whether  he  had  or  had  not  been 
out  of  his  room  since  his  being  laken  sick. 

Question  by  Mr.  Forsyth.  When  you  visited 
hira,  was  he,  in  your  opinion,  well  enough  to  go 
from  one  room  of  the  house  to  another? 

A.  I  cannot  tell.  He  often  went  out  when  I 
thought  that  a  person  so  sick  as  he  ought  not  to 
have  done  so. 

Q.  Have  you  not  known  him  to  be  out,  night 
or  day,  when  he  was  apparently  more  indisposed, 
than  he  appeared  to  you  to  be  at  the  time? 

A.  I  have  not. 

Question  by  Mr.  Edwards.  Do  you  recollect 
seeing  me  out  of  my  room  for  a  fortnight  after 
Mr.  Noble's  coming  there? 

A.  I  cannot  recollect  whether  you  were  or  were 
not. 

Question  by  Mr.  Forsyth.  Do  you  recollect 
whether  Mr.  Edwards  had  any  medical  attend- 
ance at  that  time? 

A.  I  cannot  tell  whether  he  had  or  had  not. 
JEREMIAH  NELSOIV. 


Asa  E.  Hough  sicom,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Edwards. 

Question  by  Mr.  Edwards.  Do  you  recollect 
to  have  seen  me  at  Mrs.  Queen's  after  I  occupied 
the  back  room  7 

Answer.  I  do. 

Q.  What  was  my  situation  at  that  lime? 

A.  You  were  sick  in  bed. 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  at  what  time  this  was? 

A.  I  cannot  remember  the  precise  day.  It  was 
some  time  towards  the  latter  end  of  February.  I 
recollect  that  you  were  so  much  indisposed  that  I 
did  not  communicate  the  business  for  which  I  had 
co.Tie.  I  called  again,  some  lime  afterwards,  but 
learning  that  you  were  still  confined  to  your  room, 
I  did  not  go  in. 

A.  E.  HOUGH. 


Henry   Washington  Queen    sworn,  at  the  request  of 
Mr.  Edwards. 

Question  by  Mr.  Edwards.  Did  you  lodge  in 
the  same  house  with  me,  during  the  last  .session  of 
Congress  ? 

Answer.     Yes. 

Q.  Please  to  state  what  vou  know  about  my  be- 
ing confined  to  my  room,  after  General  Noble  came 
there  to  lodge. 

A.  You  were  not,  during  your  illness,  at  that 
time,  out  of  your  room,  to  my  knowledge,  after 
Wednesday,  while  General  Noble  remained  there. 
I  am  under  the  impression  that  you  became  con- 
fined to  your  room  after  Tuesday.  I  remember 
your  being  at  breakfast  on  the  Monday  morning 
previous.  I  do  not  recollect  your  being  out  of 
your  room  after  Thursday,  until  you  reco'vered. 

Question  by  Mr.  Forsyth.  What  enables  you 
to  fix,  with  so  much  certainty,  on  Monday  and 
Tuesday  ? 

A.  General  Noble  came  on  Saturday:  was  not 
at  breakfast  on  Sunday,  and  came  to  breakfast, 
for  the  first  time,  on  Monday,  in  company  with 
Governor  Edwards. 
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0,.  Were  you  much  in   Governor   Edwards's 
room  during  his  confinement? 

A.  I  was  several  times  there. 

Q^  Do  you  know  how  long  he  was  confied  to 
bed,  after  his  first  being  taken  so  ill. 

A.  I  do  not. 

H.  W.  aUEEN. 


John  C.  Rives  stcom^  at  tht  request  of  Mr.  Edwards. 

Question  by  Mr.  Edwards.  Please  to  state  what 
you  know  of  my  indisposition,  while  I  was  in  the 
back  room,  at  Mrs.  Queen's. 

Answer.  I  know  that  you  were  sick  while  there, 
but  I  cannot  say,  exacily,  at  what  time.  I  vis- 
ited you  between  the  beginning  and  middle  of 
March.  You  told  me  that  you  were  then  unwell, 
and  had  had,  on  tlie  day  before,  a  very  severe 
a^ue.  I  think  it  was  two  or  three  days  after  Mr. 
Hubbard,  (Lieutenant  Grovernor  of  Illinois,)  was 
ID  this  city. 

JOHN  C.  RIVES. 


List  of  Bank  Nvtes  whUh  xciU  he  received  by  the  Bank 
of  Missouri,  accordiuy  to  the  letter  of  the  President 
of  that  Bank,  daUd  the  9(h  of  August,  1819. 

United  States  Bank  and  its  Branches. 

Bank  of  Missouri  and  Branch. 

Bank  of  Kentucky  and  its  Branches,  at  Louis- 
ville, Shelbyville,  Lexington,  and  Paris. 

Bank  of  Virginia  and  its  Branches,  at  Fred- 
ericksburg, Lynchburg,  and  Petersburg. 

Bank  of  Illinois,  at  Shawneetown. 

All  the  banks  in  New  Orleans,  Philadelphia, 
Baltimore,*  New  York,and  Disirictof  Culumbia,t 
whose  paper  is  received  on  deposite  at  the  United 
States  Bank  and  its  Branches. 

&ate  of  Illinois,  Madison  County,  ss. 

On  the  13th  day  of  May,  1824,  personally  ap- 
peared before  the  undersigned.  Justice  of  the  Peace 
in  and  for  said  county,  Thomas  Lippincott,  who, 
being  duly  affirmed  according  to  law,  deposes  that 
the  above  is  a  correct  copy  of  a  paper  found  on 
the  files  of  official  letters  in  the  Receiver's  Office, 
at  EdwardsviUe;  that  the  paper,  of  which  the  fore- 
going is  a  copy,  was  folded  in  the  letter  of  the 
Hon.  William  H.  Crawford,  of  the  1st  of  Novem- 
ber, 1819,  and  is  in  the  same  hand-writing  of  the 
letter  of  the  Hon.  William  H.  Crawford,  of  the 
6th  August,  1819. 

THOS.  LIPPINCOTT. 

Affirmed  and  subscribed  before  me. 

HAIL  MASON,  J.  P. 


Treasdry  Depart.ment,  Au/^.  6,  1819. 
Sir  :  Observing,  by  your  monthly  return,  end- 
ing on   the  30th  of  June,  that  there  remained  in 
your  hands  a  considerable  sum  of  the  public  mon- 
eys, I  wish  to   be  informed  why  the  same  was 


•  Except  the  "  City  Bank." 

t  Except  the  "Franklin  Bank"  and  the  "Mechan- 
ics' Bank,"  both  of  Alexandria. 


not  deposited  in  bank,  in  conformity  with  the 
instructions  from  this  Department.  Heretofore, 
when  there  was  no  bank  in  your  vicinity,  all  rea- 
sonable allowance  was  made,  on  account  of  the 
difficulties  to  which  you  were  subjected  in  making 
your  deposites  ;  but  now,  that  a  bank  has  been  es- 
tablished in  your  place  of  residence,  there  can  be 
no  longer  any  excuse  whatsoever  for  retaining  the 
public  money. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  6cc. 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

Benjamin  Stephenson,  Esq. 

Receiver  of  Public  Moneys,  EdtcardstiUe. 

State  of  Illinois,  Madisoii  County,  ss. 

On  l\ie  13th  day  of  May,  1824,  personally  ai>- 
peared  before  the  undersigned,  Ju>tice  of  the  Peace 
m  and  for  the  county  aforesaid,  Thomas  Lippin- 
cott, who,  being  duly  affirmed,  according  to  law, 
deposes  that  the  above  is  a  correct  copy  of  a  letter 
found  by  the  deponent,  on  the  files  of  official  let- 
ters in  the  Receiver's  Office,  EdwardsviUe;  that 
the  said  letter  appears  to  be  in  the  hand-writing 
of  a  clerk,  but  wnh  the  proper  signature  of  the 
Hon.  William  H.  Crawford,  as  the  deponent  be- 
lieves, from  a  comparison  with  other  letters  re- 
ceived from  the  Treasury  Department. 

THOS.  LIPPINCOTT. 

Affirmed  and  subscribed  before  me. 

HAILMASON,  J.  P. 


Receiver's  Office, 
EdwardsviUe,  III.,  October  12,  1819. 

Sir  :  My  absence  from  this  place  on  a  necessa- 
ry and  indispensable  visit  to  Kentucky,  has  put  it 
out  of  my  power,  by  an  earlier  opportunity  than 
the  ensuing  mail,  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  of  the  6th  of  August  last,  in  which 
you  express  a  wish  to  be  informed  why  the  public 
money  in  my  hands  has  not  been  deposited  in  the 
bank  of  this  place,  in  conformity  with  your  in- 
structions. 

I  should  certainly  have  continued  to  make  the 
deposites  in  the  bank,  had  it  not  been  for  your 
letter  of  the  9th  April,  in  which  your  requested  me 
to  pay  certain  bills  which  you  expected  to  be 
drawn  on  me  by  the  Indian  Agents  of  Chicago, 
Green  Bay,  Michilimackinac,  Fort  Wayne,  and 
Piqua  ;  at  the  same  time  apprizing  me  that  the 
sum  which  would  be  required  at  the  close  of  each 
quarter  was  estimated  at  eleven  thousand  dollars. 

Knowing  that  if  I  deposited  the  money  in  the 
bank,  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United 
States,  I  could  not,  without  special  authority, 
draw  it  out,  I  conceived  I  was  fulfilling  your 
wishes  by  retaining  the  money  in  my  own  hands, 
for  the  purpose  of  paying,  when  presented,  the 
drafts  mentioned  in  your  letter  of  the  9th  April. 
And  I  presume  that  the  same  construction  has 
been  given  by  the  Receiver  of  Public  Moneys  at 
Kaskaskia,  to  a  similar  letter,  which  I  have  been 
informed  he  received  from  you,  as  he  also,  for  a 
considerable  time  past,  has  made  no  deposites  ia 
the  bank. 
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As  your  letter  of  the  6th  August  makes  no  ref- 
erence to  that  of  the  9ih  of  April  preceding  I 
should,  at  all  events,  feel  somewhat  at  a  loss  how 
to  act;  but  I  b»Iieve  I  should  make  the  deposites 
were  it  not  for  other  considerations,  which  I 
feel  It  my  duty  previously  to  communicate  to 
you. 

You  are  doubtless  apprized  of  the  hostility  of 
the  Bank  of  Missouri  and   citizens  of  St.  Louis 
towards  the  bank  of  this   place,  supposed  to    be 
produced  in  consequence  of  certain  deposites  be- 
ing withheld  from  that  bank  and  placed  in  this. 
It  seems  to  be  believed,  with  what  justice  I  do  not 
pretend  to  say,  that  their  object  is  to  destroy  this 
bank,    with  a  view  to   coerce   the  regaining  of 
the  deposites  in  that.     And  under  the  impression 
that  they  employ  the  public  funds  for  the  purpose 
of  accomplishing  that  object,  stockholders  in,  and 
several  directors  of,  this   bank,  have,  in  disgust, 
either  withdrawn,  or  declared  their  intention  to 
withdraw  from  any  further  concern  in  the  bank. 
Some  of  them  seem  even  willing  that  the  Bank 
of  Missouri  should  regain  the  deposites,  professing 
to  be  leve  It  would  be  the  readiest  means  of  caus- 
lug  the  Slate  pride,  and  public  feeling  of  this  and 
some  of  the  neighboring  Stales  to  react  upon  that 
institution  with  the  more  effect. 

In  this  Slate  of  things,  the  principal  part  of  the 
stockholders  have  declined  paying  the  instalments 
that  otherwise  were  expected  to  be  paid  upon  their 
stock.  Two  of  the  directors  have  already  resign- 
c«I,  others  talk  of  doing  so,  and  the  publication  of 
Governor  Edwards,  herewith  transmitted,  shows 
the  course  he  is  disposed  to  pursue. 

Though  these  measures,  adopted  probably  with 
too  much  irritation,  may  not  produce  any  serious 
evils  to  the  bank,  and  I  hope  they  will  not,  yet  I 
feel  that  they  impose  a  greater  responsibility  upon 
me  ihan  I  am  willing  to  take  upon  myself,  with- 
out the  full  di.sclosure  of  the  whole  circumstances 
to  you,  and  such  instructions  as  you  may  think  fit 
to  give  thereupon. 

The  situation  of  the  bank  at  presenH  consider 
as  favorable  as  could  either  be  expected^r  desired. 
And  under  the  control  of  the  directors  who  have 
hitherto  had  the  management  of  it,  I  should  ap- 
prehend no  ktid  of  danger  to  the  public,  or  to 
individuals:  bnt  I  know  not  who  may  succeed 
those  that  have  resigned,  and  inteird  to  resign,  nor 
who  may  be  elected  at  the  next  annual  election, 
on  the  first  of  January  next.  It  is  true  that  I  have 
no  reason  to  apprehend,  nor  do  I  anticipate,  any 
unfavorable  change  in  the  directory  ;  but,  under 
all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  I  would  not  wish 
to  risk  the  responsibility  of  making  the  deposites 
in  the  bank,  till  after  the  first  of  January  next, 
without  your  instructions,  given  upon  a  know- , 
ledge  of  the  facts  above  disclosed.  \ 

1  am  the  more  averse  to  doing  so,  from  the  dif-  i 
ficulty  that  the  bank  must  constantly  encounter  I 
in  converting  Land  Office  notes  into  specie,  so  as 
to  be  prepared  at  all  times  to  meet  your  drafts; 
and  from  the  fear  that  those  drafts  may  fall  into' 
the  hands  of  persons  who,  under  the  influence 
of  St.  Louis,  would  be  disposed  to  insist  upon 
specie,  when  notes  would  answer  their  purposes 
ISth  Cojj.  1st  Ses3 90 


equally  well,  merely  for  the  purpose  of  hara.<»sing 
and  distressing  the  bank. 

In  fact,  while  such  a  variety  of  notes  are  receiv- 
able for  public  lands,  and  specie  so  much  in  de- 
mand, I  do  not  consider  it  any  advantage  to  the 
bank  to  receive  the  deposites  on  terms  that  subject 
,  It  to  the  payment  of  cash  as  often  as  you  find  it 
;  necessary  to  draw  for  it,  unless  the  times  of  pay- 
ment could  be  fixed  upon  at  certain  regular  pe- 
riods, that  would  afford  ample  opportunity  for  the 
necessary  preparation.  The  land  offices  now 
receive  but  little  money  of  any  kind.  This  con- 
sists of  notes  on  such  a  variety  of  banks,  so  re- 
motely situated  from  each  other,  that  it  must  be  a 
considerable  lime  before  the  notes  upon  any  bank 
would  accumulate  sufficiently  to  bear  the  expense 
of  sending  for  the  money,  and,  in  most  cases,  there 
IS  no  opportunity  of  converting  these  notes  into 
specie,  owing  particularly  to  the  locality  of  the 
banks  from  which  they  issue. 

To  make  the  deposite  to  any  advantage,  the 
time  of  payment  ought  to  be  fixed  as  above  su«r- 
gested,  or  the  drafts  made  payable  in  such  notes 
as  should  be  land  office  money  at  the  time  of  pre- 
senting those  drafts  ;  or,  partly  the  one  and  partly 
the  other.  To  continue  to  convert  all  the  notes 
I  receivable  in  this  office  into  specie,  and  concen- 
trate it  at  a  single  spot,  must  be  utterly  impracti- 
cable, and  if  practicable  would  be  attended  with 
great  expense. 

I  beg  leave  to  add,  that  the  Bank  of  Edwards- 
viUe has  received  foreign  gold  under  the  expecta- 
tion that  it  would  be  taken  by  the  Government 
even  after  the  1st  November  next,  and  it  is  now 
held  ready  to  be  paid  in  consequence  of  notice 
from  you  of  an  inicnded  draft  for  $30,000.  It  is 
to  be  hoped  that  no  difficulty  upon  the  subject 
will  arise,  if  the  expected  draft  should  not  be  pre- 
sented till  after  the  1st  November. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir, 
your  very  humble  servant. 

State  of  lUinois,  Madison  CowiUy,  ss. 

On  the  13th  day  of  May,  1824,  personally  ap- 
peared before  the  undersigned  Justice  of  the  Peace 
in  and  for  the  county  aforesaid,  Thomas  Lippin- 
cott, who,  being  duly  affirmed  according  to  law, 
deposes  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  a  paper 
which  was  found  by  the  deponent  on  the  files  of 
official  letters  appertaining  to,  and  now  in  the 
Receiver's  Office  at  EdwardsviUe,  and  endorsed 
or  filed  in  the  hand-writing  of  the  late  Benjamin 
Stephenson,  Esq.,  Receiver  of  Public  Moneys,  as 
follows,  to  wit:  "  Copy  to  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, October,  1819." 

THO.MAS  LIPPINCOTT. 

Affirmed  and  subscribed  before  me, 

HAIL  MASON,  J.  P. 


EowARnsviLLE,  ILLINOIS,  Oct.  22, 1819. 
Dear  Sir  :  Twelve  thousand  five  hundred  dol- 
lars of  the  capital  stock  of  the  Bank  of  Edwards- 
viUe having  been  paid  into  the  bank  since 'the  dale 
of  my  last  letter,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  inform  you 
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of  the  circumstance,  in  consequence  of  some  of  the 
suggestions  made  in  that  letter. 
I  ha?e  the  honor  to  be,  dec. 

BEN.  STEPHENSON. 
Hon.  Wm.  H.  Crawford, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

State  of  Illinois,  Madison  County,  Sf. 

On  the  13th  of  May,  1324,  personally  appeared 
before  the  undersigned  Justice  of  the  Peace,  in  and 
for  the  county  aforesaid,  Thomas  Lippincott,  who, 
being  duly  amrmed  according  to  law,  deposes  that 
the  above  is  a  true  copy  of  a  paper  on  the  files  of 
official  letters  in  the  Receiver's  Office  at  Edwards- 
ville,  in  the  hand-writing  of  the  late  Benjamin 
Stephenson,  Receiver. 

THOMAS  LIPPINCOTT. 

Affirmed  and  subscribed  before  me, 

HAIL  MASON,  J.  P. 


William  H.  Crawford.     And  further  the  deponent 
saith  not. 

THOMAS  LIPPINCOTT. 

Affirmed  and  subscribed  before  me, 

HAIL  MASON, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 


Treasury  Department,  Nov.  1, 1819. 

Sir  :  Upon  referring  to  your  monthly  accounts, 
it  appears  that  you  have  retained  all  the  money 
which  has  been  received  by  you  since  the  month 
of  August  last. 

As  It  is  presumed  that  this  has  been  the  result 
of  my  letter  of  the  9th  April  last,  I  request  that 
you  will,  immediately  after  the  receipt  of  this  let- 
ter, deposite  in  the  Bank  of  Edwardsville  the 
whole  of  the  money  in  your  possession  on  the  30th 
instant. 

You  will  consider  the  letter  of  the  9th  of  April 
as  authorizing  the  purchase  of  bills  in  the  manner 
therein  directed,  when  you  have  funds,  but  not  as 
authorizing  the  retention  of  the  public  money  in 
your  hands  at  the  end  of  each  month  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

It  is  presumed  that,  if  any  draft  should  be  pre- 
sented, when  you  have  not  money  in  your  hands, 
that  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  having  the  draft 
taken  up  by  the  Bank  of  Edwardsville,  on  its  own 
account,  or  to  be  repaid  by  you,  as  soon  as  you 
have  funds  sufficient  for  that  purpose.  I  remain, 
with  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

Sta/e  of  Illinois,  Madison  County,  ss. 

On  the  I3ih  day  of  May,  1824,  personally  ap- 
peared before  the  undersigned  Justice  of  the  Peace 
in  and  for  thecountyaforesaid,  Thomas  Lippincott, 
of  said  county,  who,  being  duly  affirmed  according 
to  law,  deposes  that  the  within  is  a  true  copy  of 
an  original  letter  on  the  files  of  official  letters  in 
the  office  of  the  Receiver  of  Public  Moneys  at 
Edwardsville;  that  the  deponent  has  been  em- 
ployed in  the  Receiver's  office  the  greater  part  of 
the  time  since  the  Winter  of  lS2l-:i,  and  has  had 
access  to  the  files  and  papers  thereof,  and  that  the 
letter  of  which  the  within  is  a  copy.apjiears,  from 
a  comparison  with  the  signature,  and  with  the 
signature  of  other  letters  and  papers  received  from 
the  Treasury  Department  into  the  said  office,  evi- 
dently to  be  the  hand-writing  of  the  Honorable 


Treasury  Department,  Nov.  1,  1819. 
Sir:    The   letter,  of  which  the  enclosed   is  a 
copy,  was  addressed  to  the   Receivers  of  Public 
Money  at  Kaskaskia  and  Edwardsville. 

From  the  returns  of  those  officers,  it  appears 
that  the  whole  of  the  public  money  received  by 
them  since  the  month  of  August  last,  has  been  re- 
tained, as  it  is  presumed,  for  the  purpose  of  meet- 
ing the  drafts  which  might  be  drawn  in  pursuance 
of  that  letter.  From  the  same  returns  it  appears 
that  no  such  drafts  have  been  presented. 

To  prevent  the  inconvenience  and  risk  which 
may  result  from  the  accumulation  of  such  large 
sums  in  the  hands  of  those  officers,  I  have  this 
day  directed  them  to  deposite  in  the  bank  the 
sums  which  may  be  in  their  possession  on  the  30th 
instant,  and  todeposite,  monthly,  the  money  which 
may  be  received  during  each  month.  Should  any 
bill  be  presented  to  the  Receiver  of  Public  Money 
at  Edwardsville,  or  Kaskaskia,  when  they  have 
not  funds  to  meet  it,  I  presume  the  bank  will  have 
no  difficulty  in  making  the  advance,  which  will 
be  refunded  by  the  Receiver,  when  funds  to  that 
amount  shall  be  received  by  him  ;  or  the  amount 
will  be  remitted  to  the  bank  by  the  draft  of  the 
Treasurer  on  the  bank  itself.  Either  course  will 
be  acceptable  to  the  Department.  Payments  made 
in  this  manner  will  be  found  to  be  the  most  con- 
venient mode  of  meeting  the  demands  of  the  Trea- 
sury upon  the  bank,  on  account  of  the  public 
money  deposited  in  it. 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

Cashier  of  the  Bank  of  EdwardsviiU. 


Treasury  Department,  Nov.  1,  1819. 

Sir  :  Upon  referring  to  your  monthly  accounts, 
it  appears  that  you  have  retained^all  the  money 
which  has  been  received  by  you  smce  the  month 
of  August  last. 

As  it  is  presumed  that  this  has  been  the  result 
of  my  letter  of  the  9th  of  April  last,  I  request  that 
you  will  immediately  deposite  in  the  Bank  of  Ed- 
wardsville whatever  sum  may  be  in  your  hands 
on  the  30th  instant. 

You  will  consider  the  letter  of  the  9th  April,  as 
authority  to  purchase  bills  therein  described  when 
presented,  if  you  have  funds  sufficient  for  that 
purpose,  but  not  as  authority  to  retain  in  your 
hands,  at  the  end  of  each  month,  any  part  of  the 
public  money  received  in  the  course  of  the  month. 

You  will,  after  the  deposite  herein  directed, 
make  your  depositcs  in  the  Bank  of  Missouri,  un- 
til otherwise  directed.     I  am,  &c. 
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Treasury  Department,  June  12,  1S24. 
In  compliance  with  a  re(juesr  of  the  committee 
on  the  Address  of  Ninian  Edwards,  coramunica- 


ted  through  Mr.  Forsyth,  the  SecrMary  of  the 

Treasury  has  the  honor  to  transmit  the  accom- 
panying statements  (No.  1,  2,  and  3)  from  the 
Treasurer,  showing — 

1st.  The  balance  of  public  moneys  in  the  Bank 
of  Steubenville,  at  the  end  of  every  quarter,  from 
^  the  commencement  of  March,  1817,  to  the  3lst 
of  March,  1824,  and  continued  to  7th  June,  1824. 

2d.  The  same,  in  relation  to  the  Bank  of  Toin- 
bigbee,  from  the  commencement  of  March,  1S19. 

3d.  The  aggregate  of  moneys  deposited  to  the 
credit  of  the  Treasurer,  and  the  balance  remain- 
ing at  his  credit  on  the  7th  June,  1824,  in  each 
of  the  following  banks :  Steubenville,  Chillicothe, 
Mississippi,  Tombigbee,  Missouri,  Vincennes,  Ed- 
wardsville, Illinois,  Franklin  Bank  of  Columbus 

Farmers  and  Mechanics' Bank  of  Indiana,  Branch 
Bank  of  Kentucky  at  Louisville,  Planters  and 
Merchants' Bank  of  Huntsville,  and  P'armersand 
Mechanics'  Bank  of  Cincinnati. 

The  Secretary  has  the  hopor  to  state  that  no 
payments  have  been  made  direcily  by  the  Bank  of 
Missouri  since  its  failure.     It  is  known,  that,  pre- 
viously to  the  23d  of  November  last,  §781  43  had 
been  paid  in  specie  by  some  of  the  parties  whose 
debts  had   been  assigned   by  it  to  the  Treasury  ; 
and   It  is  understood  from  the  President  of  the 
bank  that  other  sums  have  bet>n  paid  in  like  man- 
Der;  but  the  Receiver  at  St.  Louis,  who  is  em- 
ployed by  the  Treasury  as  its  agent  in  collecting 
the  debt  of  that  bank,  has  not  yet  reported  them 
to  the  Secretary.     Among  the  debts  assigned  to 
the  Treasury  was  one  of  $10,030  ;  and  it  appears 
that,  for  the  reasons  and  under  the  circumstances 
stated  in   the  accompanying  papers,  (marked  *A 
and  B,)  the  agent  entered  into  our  arrangement, 
by  which  §8,000  in  notes  of  the  treasury  of  the 
State  of  Missouri  (commonly  called   loan  office 
paper)    were  taken,   at  the   rate   of  seventy-five 
cents  to  the  dollar,  in  part  payment  of  this  debt; 
and  these  notes  the  Secretary  directed  to   be  spe- 
cially deposited  in  the  Branch  Bank  of  the  United 
States  at  Louisville,  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasu- 
rer.    It  also   appears,  by  the  same  papers,  that 
there  were,  among  the  securities  assigned  by  the 
bank  for  the  payment  of  its  debt  to  the  Treasury, 
§15,006  in  paper  of  this  description  ;  of  this  sum' 
(together  with  another  of  §50,  which  he  appears 
to  have  since  received,)  the  agent  at  St.  Louis,  on 
his  own  judgment^kubject  to  the  approval  of  the 
Secretary,  exchanged  §4,539  64,  for  certificates 
of  the  Auditor  ,of  Missouri,  and  §5,000  for  notes 
of  the  State  Bank  of  Illinois,  all  which,  with  the 
balance  of  the  loan  office  paper,  have  been  placed 
to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer,  as  a  special  depo- 
site in  the  Branch  Bank  of  the  United   Stales  at 
Louisville.     The  exchange  is  represented  as  ad- 
vantageous to  the  United  States,  but  has  not  been 
sanctioned  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Hon.  Chairman  of  the  ('ommittee  on  the 

AddrcM  of  Ninian  Edwards. 

•  A.  Extracts  of  a  letter  from  G.  F.  Strother  to  the 
Secretary  ofthe  Treasury,  dated  St.  Louis.Ap'l  27,1823. 

D.  Extract  of  a  letter  from  Thomas  Sloo,  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  dated  November  23,  1823. 


No.  1. 
BANK  OF  STEUBENVILLE. 

Ststement  showing  the  balance  of  pvUic  moneys  at  the 
end  of  every  quarter,  from  the  commencement  of 
March,  1817,  to  the  3Ut  of  March,  1824,  and  cm- 
tmued  to  1th  of  June,  1824. 

March  31,  1817    ....         |3,200  00 
June  30.  1817      ....         40,93400 
September  30,  1817      ...         69,277  80 
December  31,  1817      -         -         .       107  877  08 
March  31,  1818  -         .         .         .       107.'277  80 
June  30,  1818      -         -         .         .         81,076  15 
September  30.  1818      -         .         .         54,864  68 
December  31,  1818      -         .         .         63,638  90 
March  31,  1819    ....         64.443  47 
June  30.  1819     ....       162.311  30 
September  30,  1819      -         .         .       138,494   18 
December  31,  1819      -         -         -       141  428  37 
March  31,  1820  -         -         -         .       1 52'. 302  76 
June  31,  1820      ....       100,873  92 
September  30,  1820     -        -         -       119,793  95 
December  31.  1820      .         -         .       146  817  33 
March  31,  1821    ....       143,159   10 
June  30,  1821      ....       154,541  63 
September  30,  1821     .         .         .       176,61147 
December  31,  1821       .         .         .       184.649   16 
March  31,  1822  ....       193*352  13 
June  30,  1822      ....       178,056   14 
September  30,    1822     .         -         .       201.485  32 
December  31,  1822       ...       17644878 
March  31.  1823  -         -         -         .       167.'445  63 
June  30,  1823      ....       176,517  57 
September  30.  1823      .         .         .       180,415  64 
December  31,  1823       .         .         .       181,835  06 
March  31,  1824  ....        185,737  21 
June  7,  1824        ....       186.996  85 

TH.  T.  TUCKER, 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States. 
Tkbasubx  or  THi  UsiTED  Statci, 

June  11,  1824. 


No.  2. 
BANK  OF  TOMBIGBEE. 

StatemerU  shoving  the  balances  of  public  moneys  at  the 
end  of  every  quarter,  from   the   commencement  of 

March  the  1st,  1819,  to  the  3lst  of  March,   1824 
and  continued  tolth  of  June,  182i.  * 

March  31,  1819  ....  $74,328  47 

June.  30,  1819  ....  459,003  26 
September  30,  1819  .  .  .  613.874  10 
December  31,  1819       -         .         .       368,033  03 

March  31.  1820  .         .         .         .  396,4.33  17 

June  30.  1820      ....  320,053  50 

September  30,  1820    -         -         .  240,759  93 

December  31,  1820       .         -         .  215,911   62 

March  31.    1821  ....  229^929  09 

June  30.  1821       .         .         .         .  207,464   10 

September  30,  1821      .         -         .  215,528  67 

D.cemb€r  31,  1821        .         -         .  207,569  91 

March  31.  1822    ....  391,801  C3 

June  30.  1822      ....  212,863  48 

September  30.   1822    ...  287,084  48 

December  31,  1822       .         -         .  273,230  90 

March  31,  1823  ....  274,698  37 

June  30,  1823       ....  283,780  74 


v. 
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September  30,  1823 
December  31,  18'^ 
March  31,  1824    • 
June  7,  1824 


-       278,012  98 
428,585  52 
453,689  92 
.       319,597  41 
TH.  T.  TUCKER, 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States. 

TsEABUmT  OF  THE   UniTID  SxiTEB, 

June  11,  1824. 


No.  3. 


A  statement  shovrivg  the  aggregate  of  moneys  deposited 
to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  tlie  United  States  in 
the  foUoieing  banks,  and  the  balance  remaining  in 
each  of  said  banks  on  the  1th  of  June^  1824. 


Banks. 


Steubcnville  -     -    -    .    - 

Chillicoihe 

Franklin,  Columbua  -  - 
Far.  6i  Mechanics',  la.  • 
Branch,  Louinville,  Ken. 
Miiiiiiiippi     .    .    -    .     - 

Tombigbe* 

Plant.  &  Mer.,  Huntiville 

Mitaouri 

Vincennea     

EdwarJivilJe  .  -  .  . 
Far.  &  Mer.,  Cincinnati  • 
Iltinoia 


Aggregate 
received. 


;(633,009 
266,101 
336,080 
599,070 
132,231 
343.780 

2.023,360 
671,700 

1,074,301 

294,123 

204,338 

50,796 

188,980 


56 
04 
Of. 
16 
61 
01 
8.'- 
82 
01 
Ti 
90 
21 

3e 


Balance. 


$186,995  85 

Nu  balance. 

53,936  63 

26,775  52 

No  balance. 

7,004  34 

319,597  41 

45.167  11 

159,963  87 

168,511  64 

46,973  00 

20,213  01 

54,311  63 


TH.  T.  TUCKER, 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States. 

Trkasurt  of  Tua  U.  States,  Jun^  11,  1824. 


[a]  Extracts  of  a  letter  from  George  F.  Strotlur  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  dated 

"  St.  Louis,  Apnl  27,  1823. 

"  Sir  :  Amongst  the  debts  transferred  to  the 
United  States  by  the  Missouri  Bank,  was  one  of 
§10,000  upon  Wilson  P.  Hunt.  This  debt  was 
secured  by  ruortgage,  but  the  land  pledged  to  se- 
cure the  payment  had  been  previously  njortgaged 
to  Mr.  Astor,  of  New  York,  for  .§10,000,  upon 
which  was  due  eight  or  nine  years'  interest.  Wlun 
this  note  was  proposed  to  be  transferred,  the  debt 
was  desperate,  as  the  land  would  not  bring  more 
than  Sl<J?0O0,  and  the  debt  wa^  considered  nomi- 
nal until  Mr.  Hunt  stated  that,  by  mortgaging  the 
land  to  a  friend,  if  relieved  from  the  bank  encum- 
brance, he  could  procure  §5,000,  with  which  he 
could  purchase  a  sufficient  sum  of  money  to  pur- 
chase the  amount  of  the  l>ank  debt  in  loan  office 
paper.  Upon  reflection,  it  was  determined  to  re- 
ceive loan  office  paper  in  payment  of  his  debt,  in 
loan  office  paper,  at  25  per  cent,  discount.  Mr. 
Hunt,  on  that  day,  and  frequently,  expressed  to 
rae  a  great  de>ire  to  discharge  this  debt,  and  ex- 
pressed a  wish  that,  if  I  should  see  any  for  sale, 
to  send  it  to  him.  In  February  last,  he  paid  Mr. 
Barton  $1  800. 

"  Considering  the  debt  in  some  peril,  my  wish 
was  to  have.it  placed  upon  a  sure  fooling.    Three 


or  four  weeks  since,  a  gentleman  applied  to  me  to 

Erocure  a  loan  of  money.  I  informed  him  that  I 
ad  none,  but  that  if  he  would  give  ample  secu- 
rity to  return  the  loan  office  paper  when  wanted, 
I  would  put  him  upon  the  plan  to  secure  it ;  that 
Mr.  Hunt  wished  to  discharge  a  debt  due  the 
Government,  in  loan  office  paper,  and  if  he  would 
give  his  note,  with  sufficient  security,  to  pay  the 
United  States  §6,000  in  loan  office  paper,  with  6 
per  cent,  interest,  upon  demand,  that  Mr.  Hunt 
would  give  him  in  money  the  selling  price,  amount- 
ing to  §2,250.  My  object  was  to  accommodate 
two  deserving  meritorious  men,  and  serve  the 
Government,  by  placing  the  debt  upon  a  sure 
footing.  The  whole  arrangement  I  communica- 
ted to  Mr.  Hunt,  and  told  him  I  should  commu- 
nicate the  transaction  to  you.  He  considered  it 
a  fair  and  advantageous arrangeiuent  for  the  Gov- 


ern men  t. 


)> 


[b]  Extract  of  a  letter  from  Tlujmas  Sloo  to  the  Secrt- 
tary  of  the  Treasury. 

St.  LoDia,  iVbr.  23,  1823. 

Sir:  Agreeably  to  your  request  of  the  24lh 
August  last,  I  colled  on  George  F.  Strother,  Esq. 
on  the  19ih  in>tant,  to  exhibit  to  me  the  evidences 
of  transfer  received  by  him  from  the  Bank  of 
Missouri  as  collateral  security  for  the  public  money 
in  its  possession  at  the  time  of  its  failure.  Not 
having  received  the  list  mentioned  in  your  letter, 
I  requested  Colonel  Strother  to  furnish  n)e  with 
one,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  transmitted,  and 
with  which  the  evidences  of  debt  generally  agree. 
In  some  cases,  however,  they  exceed,  and  in 
others  they  fall  short  of,  the  amount  stated  in  the 
list.  The  former  is  owing  to  credits  which  the 
parties  are  entitled  to,  that  have  not  been  entered 
on  their  notes;  the  latter  arises  from  interest  due 
on  stock  notes,  accounts  of  which  were  to  have 
been  furnished  by  the  bank,  as  appears  from  a 
memorandum  of  the  President,  in  the  bands  of 
Mr.  Strother,  and  which,  he  informs  me,  has  been 
repeatedly  called  for  without  effect.  Amount  re- 
ceived by  Mr.  Strother,  as  will  appear  from  notes 
of  payment  on  the  list,  is  §781  43  in  specie,  and 
§50  111  loan  office  money.  The  only  case  in 
which  the  evidence  of  debt  has  been  at  all  changed, 
is  that  of  Wilson  P.  Hunt,  who  appears  to  have 
owed  at  the  time  of  transfer  §10,030,  secured  by 
mortgage  on  a  tract  of  land  in  the  neighborhood 
of  St.  Louis,  that  had  been  previously  mortgaged 
to  John  Jacob  Astor,  of  New  York,  for  §10,000. 
Such  was  the  uncertainty  of  this  claim,  that  the 
l>ank  agreed  to  receive  the  amount  in  loan  office 
paper,  when  it  was  worth  only  twenty-five  cents 
in  the  dollar,  as  I  am  informed  by  Mr.  Strother. 
At  present  the  debt  of  Hunt  appears  to  stand 
thus: 

Debt  transferred 
Offset  claimed  -  -  - 
Amountreceived  by  Joshua 
Barton.  Esq.,  as  per  his 
receipt  in  the  hands  of 
Mr  Strother,  in  loan  of- 
fice money     -        -        -    1,866  67 


§108  00 


-  §10,030  00 


Case  of  Ninian  Edwards. 


Hunt's  note  in  the  hands 

of  Strother    -        -        -    3,333  33 
Amount   secured    by   con- 
veyance of  the  Missouri 
Hotel     to     George     F. 
Strother,    (in    trust,)   to 
be  paid   in   loan   office 
money,  at  any  time  the 
Government  may  require 
it,  with  6  per  cent,   in- 
terest   -        -        -        .    6,000  00 
From  every  information  which  I   have  been 
able  to  obtain  in  relation  to  this  debt,  I  believe 
the  change  to  have  been  a  favorable  one,  inas- 
much  as  I  deem  the  security  for  the  payment  of 
the  §6,000  as  amply  sufficient,  and  you  now  hold 
for  the  payment  of  the  balance  due  by  Hunt,  the 
•ame  hecurity  which  was  held  for  the  payment  of 
Ihe  whole  debt  transferred. 

I  have  received  from  Mr.  Strother 
in  Missouri  loan  office  money    -        -   §5,4G6  50 
Auditor's  warrants     -        -        -        -      4,539  64 
Illmois  Slate  Bank  paper  -        -        -      5,000  00 


Received    by  Mr.   Strother   in   Mis- 
souri loan  office  money — 
From  Franklin  Bank    -        -  §S,000 
From  Branch        ...     0,956 
From  p.  Dcichemendy  -        -         50 


§15,006  14 


15,006,00 


I  have  received  this  paper  from  Mr.  Strother, 
considering  it  equal  to  the  whole  amount  in  loan 
office  money.  The  loan  office  paper  bears  an  in- 
terest of  3  per  cent,  per  annum,  the  auditor's  war- 
rants an  interest  of  6  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  the 
Illinois  paper  2  per  cent.,  and  as  to  the  warrants, 
no  difficulty  can  arise  in  regard  to  the  constitu- 
tioiMility  of  the  issue.  Mr.  Strother  informs  me 
that  it  was  his  wish  to  have  exchanged  the  whole 
amount  of  loan  office  money  for  auditor's  war- 
rants, by  which  arrangement  the  interest  would 
have  been  increased  3  per  cent,  and  the  debt  ren- 
dered eventually  more  certain.  Should  this  trans- 
action not  be  considered  as  entirely  satisfactory, 
Mr.  Strother  has  assured  me  that  he  will  make 
good  the  amount  in  loan  office  money,  by  redeem- 
ing the  auditor's  warrants  and  Illinois  paper. 
The  amount  received  I  shall  deposite  as  directed 
in  the  branch  of  the  United  States  Bank  at  Lou- 
isville, Kentucky,  in  the  early  part  of  next  month. 

You  will  herewith  receive  the  act  of  the  Slate 
of  Missouri,  establishing  loan  offices — I  thought 
it  necessary  to  incur  the  expense  of  obtaining  an 
exemplification  from  the  office  of  the  Secretary 
of  Slate,  presuming  that  you  wished  it  for  your 
own  satislaciiou,  and  not  to  exhibit  in  a  court  of 
justice. 

Mr.  Strother  informed  me  that  he  had  brought 
all  ihe  suiis,  commenced  on  the  debts  transferred 
by  the  Bank  of  Missouri  in  the  State  courts,  in 
consequence  of  doubts  having  arisen  of  the  bank's 
being  chartered,  for  want  of  the  signature  of  the 
Governor.  The  Supreme  Court  of  the  Stale, 
liowever,  pronounced  it  chartered. 


Department  or  War,  Juiu  15,  1824. 
Sir  :  Your  fetter  of  the  14th  instant  is  received, 
enclosing  a  note  of  the  honorable  Mr.  Forsyth, 
expressive  of  his  wish  to  have  '*  a  copy  of  Mr. 
Edwards's  letter  to  the  War  Department,  remon- 
strating against,  or  complaining  of  an  order  which 
prevented  the  receiving  of  the  Edwardsville  Bank 
notesin  payment  to  the  troopsof  the  United  States, 
written  in  or  after  1819,  and  any  other  letters  on 
the  subject  of  the  Bank  of  Edwardsville  from 
Mr.  Edwards;"  and,  in  answer  thereto,  I  have 
the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Edwards  to  this  Department,  dated  11th  June 
1819,  which  the  clerk  charged  with  the  files  of 
letters  received  by  the  Department,  states  to  be 
the  only  letter  from  Mr.  Edwards  on  the  files  of 
the  Department  in  relation  to  that  subject. 

In  addition  to  my  own  files,  I  directed  the  files 
of  the  Paymaster  General's  Office  to  be  examined, 
and  herewith  transmit  a  copy  of  a  report  from 
ihal  office  containing  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Edwards  to  the  Paymaster  General,  of  the  same 
lenor  and  dale  as  the  one  addressed  by  him  to  this 
office,  which  it  will  be  seen  by  the  report  from 
that  office,  is  the  only  letter  in  relation  to  the  tub- 
ject  on  its  files. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Ac. 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 

Hon.  Edward  Livingston, 

of  the  Committee  of  Investigation,  fe. 


Edwardsville,  Illinois, 

June  11,  1819. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  beg  to  inform  you  that  the  pay- 
master of  the  United  States'  troops,  (Major  Hall, 
now  at  St.  Louis)  is,  by  an  order,  (to  which  I 
hardly  think  you  have  ever  given  your  approba- 
tion,) required  to  pay  those  troops  in  specie,  Uni- 
ted States  Bank  notes,  or  notes  of  the  Bank  of 
Missouri,  in  which  latter,  it  is  understood,  those 
troops  are  generally,  if  not  exclusively  paid. 

I  am  sure  I  need  not  remark  to  you,  that  such 
a  preference  of  a  little,  petty  bank  of  a  Territory, 
over  all  the  respectable  banks  of  the  Western 
States,  enabling  it  exclusively  to  circulate  its 
note.'i,  at  the  distant  points  to  which  the  troops 
are  destined,  cannot  fail  to  be  very  objectionable 
to  those  Stales,  even  if  such  a  distinction  were 
not  unjust  in  itself. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

NINIAN  EDWARDS. 

The  Hon.  Secretary  of  War. 


Paymaster  General's  Office, 

City  of  Washington,  June  15,  1824. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose,  in  obedience 
to  your  directions,  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  hon- 
orable IVinian  Edwards  to  the  Paymaster  Grene- 
ral,  dated  "  Edwardsville,  Illinois,  June  11, 1819," 
in  relation  to  payments  said  to  have  been  made, 
by  order  of  the  Paymaster  General,  to  the  troops 
in  that  part  of  the  country,  "in  specie,  United 
Slates  Bank  notes,  or  notes  of  the  Bank  of  Mis- 
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souri,-'  &c.,  being  the  only  letter  found  on  the  files 
of  this  office  upon  that  subject. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  &.c. 
^  N'ATH'L  FRYE,  Jr., 

Chuf  CUrk. 
The  Hon.  John  C.  Calhoun, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Edwardsville,  Illinois, 

June  11,1819. 

Dear  Sir:  I  think  it  my  duty  to  apprize  you 
that  Major  Hall,  the  Paymaster  of  the  United 
States  troops  is,  and  has  been  for  some  time  past, 
acting  under  an  order  (which  I  am  convinced 
you  never  authorized,)  requiring  him  to  pay  those 
troops  in  specie.  United  States  Bank  notes,  or  notes 
of  the  Bank  of  Missouri,  in  which  latter  it  is  un- 
derstood that  they  are  generally,  if  not  exclusively 
paid. 

Considering  the  remote  points  at  which  those 
troops  are  destined  to  be  stationed,  the  advantages 
which  the  present  arrangement  must  afford  to  the 
Bank  of  Missouri,  by  enabling  it  to  issue  and  cir- 
culate a  great  amount  of  its  notes  without  danger 
of  their  returning  upon  it  for  payment,  are  not 
less  obvious  than  such  a  preference  of  a  little 
pettv  bank  of  a  Territory,  over  all  the  respectable 
banks  of  the  Western  States  would  be  odious  to 
those  States.  More,  I  am  sure,  it  cannot  be  ne- 
cessary to  say  on  the  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

NINIAN  EDWARDS. 

The  Pay.master  Ge.neral 

of  the  Army  U.  &,  Waskinffton  City. 


A  List  of  Drafts  drawn  by  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States  on  the  Bank  of  MLssouri,  siiux  the  first  of 
/ti^y,  1818: 

No.  9167       $1,478  86 

5,000  00 

10,000  00 

240  00  Transferred  to  the   IT.  Stites 
Branch  Bk.  at  Washington. 


9180 
9181 
9211 


9212 
9214 
9250 
9263 
9264 
9286 
9300 
9373 
9377 
9378 
9385 
9415 
9420 
9423 
9433 
9442 
9446 
9463 
947.T 
9480 
9494 
9531 
9537 


250  00^ 

25,000  00 

48  00 

30,000  00 

258  60 

10,000  00 

106  00 

300  00 

250  00 

125  00 

208  00 

206  00 

300  00 

250  00 

16  00 

712  00 

13  46 

33,000  00 

35  48 

1,000  00 

100  00 

1,002  85 

250  00 


Do 
Do 

Do 
Do 
Do 


do 
do 

do 
do 
do 


do 
do 

do 
do 
do 


Do 


do 


do 


Do 


do 


do 


No.  9557 

9568 

9571 

957  J 

9581 

9582 

9584 

9585 

9586 

9587 

9588 

9617 

9629 

9648 

9654 

9663 

9665 

9715 

9719 

9757 

9758 

9759 

9760 

9761 

9827 

9837 

9857 

9858 

9859 

9860 

9861 

9862 

^863 

9868 

9899 

9900 

9901 

9904 

9915 

9916 

9917 

9918 

9939 

9952 

9962 

9974 

9975 

9997 

10000 

9 

28 

9630 

37 

41 

46 

63 

89 

104 

105 

107 

108 

113 

150 

136 

136 

145 

146 

168 

177 

193 


$200 

1,000 

6,000 

36,541 

300 

300 

300 

125 

18,530 

250 

500 

50,000 

160,000 

3,000 

752 

120 

20,000 

300 

25 

500 

2.00 

125 

300 

300 

10 

21.775 

14.000 

40,1.56 

2s>,844 

25,000 

20,000 

1,175 

43,000 

24,887 

20,000 

200 

500 

125 

300 

300 

250 

.•iOO 

1.214 

39,000 

2,000 

101 

128 

10,000 

62 

520 

84 

2,482 

10 

48 

500 

10.391 

2,316 

250 

500 

300 

300 

125 

62 

4,000 

2,000 

27,846 

6,139 

193 

500 

902 


00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

10 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

51 

00 

00 

00 

50 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

79 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

81 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

47 

00 

00 

67 

60 

00 

50 

53 

79 

80 

50 

00 

00 

00 

92 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

50 

00 

00 

94 

50 

00 

00 

28 


i 


\   Transferred  to  the  U.  State* 
)      Br.  Bank,  Waahingtoo. 

Do  U.  8.  Br.  Bk.  at  Waab'n. 


Do  U.  8.  Br.   Bk.   LouiaTille. 
Do  Bank  of  Tennessee. 
Do  Bank  of  Nashville. 
Do  Bank  of  Chillicothe. 
Do  U.  8.  Br.  Bk.  at  Waab'n. 
Do  do  do 

Do  do  do 


Transferred  to  the  U.  8.  Br. 
Bank  at  Washington. 


Case  of  Ninian  Edwards. 


No. 


195 

$15,000  00 

216 

20,000  00 

217 

433  70 

262 

250  00 

263 

125  00 

267 

18  00 

286 

500  00 

291 

300  00 

292 

300  00 

205 

1,631  00 

305 

300  00 

336 

62  60 

354 

11,760  00 

363 

243  13 

406 

34,000  00 

438 

500  00 

439 

125  00 

498 

11,500  00 

504 

11,380  00 

609 

867  53 

636 

10,000  00 

538 

43  50 

597 

8,000  00 

612 

1,000  00 

616 

1,500  00 

617 

24  00 

646 

82  00 

680 

1,000  00 

685 

8,000  00 

736 

598  57 

771 

737  50 

803 

417  00 

804 

634  00 

835 

40  00 

$914,337  17 

Those  drafts,  opposite  to  which  no  remarks  arc 
made,  were  drawn  in  favor  of  individuals  for  the  pay- 
ment of  warrants. 

Payments  to  individuals 

Transferred  to  dilferent  banks 


THO.  T.  TUCKER, 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States 

TasASLRT  UxiTKo  Statks,  June  IJ,  1824. 


Replication  to  Mr.  Cravford^s  communication  to  the 

Committee. 


been  apprized  of  my  intended  departure,  bad  he 
not  been  conscious  of  their  truth. 

Laboring,  as  he  has  done  in  bis  communication, 
to  prove  that  no  such  letter  as  I  swore  I  saw  the 
Receiver  at  Edwardsville  write,  could  have  been 
written,  and  that  no  such  directions  to  continue 
the  deposites,  as  those  mentioned  in  my  testimony, 
had  ever  been  given,  it  can  no  longer  be  doubted 
by  any  one  that  the  object  of  his  report  was  to  im- 
peach my  credibility. 

As  nothing  could  justify  so  serious  an  insinua- 
tion upon  light  and  frivolous  grounds,  he  ought 
not  to  have  made  it  without  the  most  thorough 
conviction  that  it  was  well  founded;  and,  being 
so  convinced,  if  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  allege  it  at  all, 
it  should  have  been  done  in  distinct,  unambiguous, 
and  intelligible  terms.  Making  it  in  a  doubtful 
and  equivocal  manner,  shows  a  disposition  to  in- 
flict the  injury,  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  secure  a 
retreat  from  a  just  responsibility  for  it.  His  de- 
lay would,  under  any  circumstances,  render  his 
motives  suspicious.  Under  the  particular  circum- 
stances of  this  case,  it  affords  the  strongest  pre- 
sumption that  he  intended  to  take  advantage  of 
my  absence.  The  facts  which  he  now  affects  to 
question,  I  had  asserted  to  himself  two  years,  and, 
with  his  knowledge,  had  sworn  to  them  more  than 
one  year,  before  he  thought  proper  to  indicate  the 
slightest  doubt  of  their  truth.  How,  then,  is  his 
silence  on  the  subject,  during  the  whole  of  this 
period,  to  be  accounted  for  ?  Can  any  one,  who 
knows  his  disposition  towards  me,  believe  that  he 
would  have  delayed  this  imputation  a  moment  if 
he  had  believed  he  could  have  sustained  it  in  a 
fair  and  honorable  contest?  His  having  so  long 
forborne  to  make  it,  when  he  knew  I  could  have 
had  an  opportunity  to  defend  myself,  affords  rea- 
sonable ground  to  believe  that  he  would  not  have 
$432,293  57  |  made  it  at  all  if  he  had  not  supposed  I  had  actu- 
481,943  60  j  ally  lost  that  opportunity  by  having  taken  my  de- 
parture for  a  foreign  country.  VVhy  did  he  not 
question  any  of  the  facts  to  which  I  had  deposed, 
in  his  letter  of  February,  1823,  which  he  addressed 
to  the  chairman  of  the  select  committee  alluded  to, 
eleven  days  after  my  examination  ?  Had  he  re- 
ally believed  that  I  had  not  sworn  truly,  there  was 
then  a  most  suitable  occasion  for  making  his  pre- 
sent statement,  and  his  conduct  being  then  under 
investigation,  there  would  have  been  every  motive 
for  making,  and  none  for  withholding,  it. 

But,  this  was  not  the  only  opportunity  he  let 


$914,337  17 


pass  by  unimproved.  On  the  27th  of  February, 
1823,  he  made  a  partial  report  to  the  House,  ia 
obedience  to  the  very  resolution  of  the  8th  May, 
1822,  of  which  he  availed  himself  to  make  his  re- 


in replying  to  Mr.  Crawford's  communication 
to  the  committee  on  the  8th  ultimo,  the  subject 
that  seems  first  to  demand  notice,  in  the  order  in 
which  he  has  presented  it,  is.  his  attempt  to  free 
himself  from  the  imputation  of  having  taken  ad- 
vantage "of  the  moment  of  my  departure,  to  ar-  j  cent  attack  upon  me.  This  he  might  with  as 
raign  the  testimony  which  had  been  given  by  me  '  much  propriety  have  done  on  the  former  as  on  the 
before  a  former  select  committee  of  the  House."  .  latter  occasion.  According  to  his  own  view  oT 
In  this,  however,  he  does  not  pretend  to  deny  any  i  the  subject,  the  letter  in  question,  being  from  a 
of  the  facts  upon  which  that  imputation  was  pre-  i  Receiver  of  Public  Money,  was  not  embraced  by 
dicated,  and,  consequently,  may  be  fairly  consid-  j  '"a  call  only  for  the  correspondence  between  cer- 


ered  as  admitting  them.  For,  seeing  how  ready  he 
has  been  to  advert  to,  and  dilate  upon  other  mi- 
nute and  unimpuriant  particulars,  he  would  hardly 
have  been  silent  in  regard  to  the  circumstances 
which  I  had  relied  on  to  prove  that  he  must  have 


tain  banks  and  the  Treasury,"  and,  of  course, 
if  "no  such  letter  was  called  for,"  his  official 
duty  did  not  require  him  to  make  any  reference 
whatever  to  it.  His  communication  on  that  sub- 
ject was  therefore,  wholly  gratuitous,  and  might 


28es 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


2864 


2865 


w 


.  »  1 


'f 


t 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


C<ue  of  Ninian  BJtpards. 


jas!  as  well  have  been  made  without  any  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  as  under  one  that  had  no  rela- 
tion to  it.  But,  even  supposing  it  to  ba  otherwise, 
it  is  certainly  a  poor  excuse  lor  his  not  having 
transmitted  the  information  called  for  on  the  8th 
May,  1822,  before  the  22d  March,  1824,  that  he 
could  not  get  the  correspondence  copied  sooner, 
when,  from  the  swarm  of  applicants  for  employ- 
ment, competent  to  this  business,  with  which  the 
city  constantly  abound'^,  it  cannot  be  doubted  that 
he  might  at  any  time,  have  had  ttie  whole  of  the 
correspondence  copied  in  less  than  one  month. 
From  the  very  nature  of  it,  many  hands  might 
have  been  employed  on  it  at  the  same  time;  and 
with  a  call  so  imperative,  and  his  own  plighted 
word  afterwards,  that  he  would  have  the  corres- 
pondence "  prepared  and  transmitted  to  the  House 
at  the  commencement  of  the  late  session  of  Con- 
gress," he  should  not  have  felt  himself  at  liberty 
to  have  made  a  profitable  job  of  this  business  in 
favor  of  any  individual,  so  as  to  have  delayed  it 
till  the  22d  March  last. 

But  I  shall  not  conclude  this  replication,  with- 
out exhibiting  still  greater  difficulties  to  overcome, 
before  he  can  successfully  exempt  himself  from 
the  suspicion  of  having  contemplated  some  ad- 
vantages, by  postponing  his  attack  to  "the  mo- 
ment of  my  departure."  At  present,  I  will  pro- 
ceed to  a  brief  examination  of  some  of  the  new 
grounds,  and  arguments  thereupon,  by  which  he 
has  elaborately  endeavored  to  prove  me  guilty  of 
perjury. 

In  meeting  him  upon  this  accusation,  I  rau-^t 
protest  against  the  dexterous  use  he  makes  of  the 
same  facts  to  establish  directly  opposite  conclu- 
sions in  his  favor.  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  yield 
him  one  side  of  the  argument,  and  have  no  right 
to  object  to  his  taking  choice,  but  more  than  tliis 
it  would  be  unreasonable  in  him  to  ask,  and  im- 
prudent in  me  to  concede. 

He  attempts  to  infer,  that  "  my  publication,  an- 
nouncing my  intention  of  withdrawing  from  the 
directorship  of  the  Bank  of  Ed  wardsvilie,"  as  men- 
tioned'in  ray  "oath,"  could  not  have  been  com- 
municated to  him  by  the  Receiver  at  Edwards- 
ville,  and   even   that  it  could   not  have  existed; 
because  it  was  not  referred  to  in  the  letter  of  the 
Receiver  at  Kaskaskia,  of  the  18th  of  September,  ; 
1819,  who,  if  it  had  existed,  was  bound  by  the  i 
Secretary's  instructions  to  communicate  it,"  as  "  a  ' 
circumstance  affecting  the  character  of  the  Bank  ; 
of  Edwardsville."     And  yet  he  contends,  "that,  \ 
even  if  both  the  communications  (my  publication 
and  the  letter  in  question)  alleged  had  actually  : 
been  made,  there  was  nothinn  in  the  act  for  the  ' 
Secretary  to  conceal.      Mr.  Edwards  has  stated  | 
on  oath  his  opinion  that  in  the  Fall  of  1819  the  i 
Bank  of  Edwardsville  was  in  as  good  a  condition  ! 
as  any  bank  in  which  the  public  moneys  were  de-  j 
posited;  and,  if  so,  what  necessity  was  there  for  ; 
the  Secretary  to  discontinue  the  deposites?"  j 

Now,  if  the   latter   be  true,  there  was   surely  | 
"nothing  in  the  fact"  of  my  publication   having' 
been  made  which  the  Receiver  at  Kaskaskia  wa'  ; 
bound  by  the  Secretary's  instructions  to  commu- 
nicate."   On   the  other  hand,  if  there  was  any 


I  thing  "  in  the  fact"  which  the  Receiver  was  bound 
I  to  communicate,  according  to  those  instructions, 
it  must  have  been  something  indicative  uf  danger 
;  in  continuing  the  depositcs.     It  must  be  evident, 
therefore,  either  that  the  silence  of  this  Receiver 
I  as  to  my  publication  is  no  evidence  against  its 
I  existence,  or  that  it  contained  something  "  to  con- 
ceal," or  at  least  to  render  the  propriety  of  contin- 
j  uing  the  deposites  somewhat  questionable. 
I      The  truth  however  is,  that  1  have  nowhere  con- 
'  tended  that  tlie  Receiver's  letter  rendered  it  Mr. 
Crawford's  duty  to  discontinue  the  deposites;  and 
I  the  avowal  of  such  an  opinion  is  most  erroneously 
imputed  to  me,  in  direct  opposition  to  the  expla- 
!  nations  1  have  given,  and  my  declared  objects  in 
referring  to  that  letter.     Neither  in  my  pubJica- 
I  tion  of  1S19,  avowing  my  intentionof  retiring  from 
the  bank  ;  nor  in  my  correspondence  with^hini  m 
February,  1S22;  nor  in  my  oath  before  the  Com- 
mittee in  P^ebruary,  1823;  nor  in  my  late  commu- 
iiicaiion  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  of  the 
'  Oih  April  last, — is  any  such  idea  sugge.sted.     In 
'  fact,  owing  to  the  responsibility  whicli  1  thought 
I  I  had  imposed  upon  myself,  by  recommending  the 
bank  as  a  depository  of  public  money,  I  did  not 
j  think  myself  at  liberty  to  retire  from  it  until  I  had 
]  seen  it  through  all  the  difficulties  and  embarrass- 
'  ments  with  which  I  found  it  struggling  on  my 
return    from  Congiess,  shortly  after  it  had   been 
authorized  to  receive  the  public  money.     These 
I  difficulties  having  been  overcome,  and  the  tim« 
arrived  when  I  thought  I  could  with  propriety  an- 
nounce  my  intention  of  resigning,  i  made  the  pub- 
lication  which  has  been  submitted  to  the  Cominit- 
!  tee ;  in  which,  after  explicitly  stating  that  "  I  was 
I  convinced   it   [the  bank]   could   have  nothing  to 
fear  from  a  comparison  of  its  situation  [as  to  sol- 
i  vencyj  with  that  of  any  other  bank  in  the  United 
States,"  I  add,  "notwithstanding  I  do  verily  be- 
lieve that  neither  the  Government  nor  any  indi- 
vidual is  in  danger  of  being  intentionally  imposed 
upon  by  the  bank,  so  long  as  it  continues  under 
the  control  of  its  present  directors.     Yet,  intending 
to  be  absent  from  the  State;  and  considering  the 
disastrous  pressure  of  the  present  times;  the  hos- 
tility which  the  bank  has  to  encounter;  and  par- 
ticularly the  opposition  of  gentlemen  in  this  State, 
high  in  office,  who  have  been  extremely  anxious 
to  get  other  banks  into  operation,  with  the  aif  of 
"foreign  capital,"  as  it  is  termed,— I  have  deter- 
mined to  resign  my  seat  in  the  directory,  and  to 
withdraw  from  all   future  responsibility,  of  any 
kind  whatever,  in  relation  to  this  or  any  other  bank, 
without  making  any  further  unsupported  effort  to 
retain  any  portion  of  the  public  deposites  in  this 
State;  leaving  it  to  the  directors  to  maintain  their 
credit  by  their  own  good  conduct,  and  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  T retisvTY  to  J nd^je  /or  himself,  upon  the 
returns  he  requires,  how  far  it  may  be  prudent  to 
trust  them." 

Although  I  believed  at  the  time  that  one  of  the 
papers  in  which  my  [publication  appeared  was 
regularly  sent  to  Mr.  Crawford,  yet  I  enclosed  to 
him  a  paper  containing  it;  and  that  he  might 
have  as  perfect  control  over  the  subject  as  possi- 
ble, I  prevailed  upon  Colonel  Benjamin  Stephcn- 
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son,  the  Receiver,  and  the  President  of  the  Bank, 
who  apprehended  that  ill  consequences  would 
result  Irom  my  witlidrawing  from  i|,  to  writ^to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  subject,  and 
to  enclose  to  him  ^ne  of  ray  publications  also ; 
and  I  advised  him  (the  Receiver)  in  the  mean  time 
to  withhold  the  deposites  until  he  should  receive 
further  orders  from  the  Secretary. 

In  my  correspondence  with  Mr.  Crawford,  in 
February,  1822,  which  is  exhibited  by  himself, 
referring  to  my  publication,  and  the  situation  of 
the  bank  at  that  time,  I  say,  in  one  of  ray  letters. 


committee,  (page  18;)  the  latter  appears  by  his 
letter  to  the  President  of  the  Bank  of  Edwards- 
ville, of  the  10th  November,  1821  ;  in  which  he 
siatis  that  "  no  statement  of  the  account  between 
the  Bank  of  Edwardsville  and  the  Treasurer  of 
the  United  States,  has  been  rendered  to  this  De- 
partment, since  that  of  the  31st  January  last." 
[See  Docuiiitnt  140,  part  2,  page  439.J 

But,  whatever  may  be  my  opinion  of  his  subse- 
quent careless  management  in  regard  to  this  as 
well  as  other  Western  banks,  I  certainly  never  in- 
tended to  refer  to  the  letter  in  question  for  the  pur- 


This  publication  was  contained  in  the  St.  Louis  pose  of  ahouing  that  there  existed,  at  tluU  tivie  any 
Enquirer,  which  I  supposed  you  took  at  the  time;  such  state  of  things  as  rendered  it  necessary  to 
It  was  also  contained  in  a  paper  which  I  for-  ;  withdraw  the  deposites  from  that  bank.  But  as 
warded  to  you  myself;  and  it  was  enclosed,  refer-  '  my  having  been  a  director  thereof,  at  the  time  it 
red  to,  and  commented  upon,  in  a  letter  of  the  i  was  authorized  to  receive  the  public  money  mi<»ht 
i  resident  of  the  Bank  to  you."  In  the  other  letter  |  have  had  its  influence  with  Mr.  Crawford  in  "se- 
I  say,  "that  I  was  the  cause  of  the  deposites  being  I  lecting  it  for  that  purpose,  I  deemed  it  important 
made  there,  in  the  first  instance,  I  freely  admit;  to  give  him  timely  notice  of  my  intention  to  re- 
but that  1  unequivocally  declared  that  I  would  not  sign,  and  to  afford  him  a  fair  opportunity  of  adopt- 
be  held  responsible  for  that  or  any  other  bank,  in  >  ing  such  a  course  as  he  might  think  expedient  un- 
any  way  whatever,  after  the  P'all  of  1819;  that  der  the  circumstances  of  the  case.  The  Receiver 
you  were  notified  thereof  in  due  time;  that  the  j  who  was  also  President  of  the  bank,  and  who  was 
deposites  have  not  been  continued  there,  in  conse-  |  more  afraid  of  jeopardizing  the  former,  than  anx- 
quence  of  my  recommendation,  since  that  period  ;  i  ious  to  retain  the  latter  office,  (for  which  he  was 
and  that  the  bank  was  in  a  good  condition,  I  may,  !  not  then  allowed  a  cent  of  compensation,)  fearing 

1  think,  according  to  my  present  impressions,  fairly    that   the  credit  of  the   bank  might   be  impaired 
insist  on."  •    •  ■       •■■  "     •  r  _       » 


In  my  oath  before  the  select  committee,  on  the 
13th  February,  1823,  which   Mr.  Crawford   has 


and  that  other  ill  consequences  might  result  from 
my  withdrawing  from  it,  and  being,  also,  bound 
by  the  Secretary's  instructions  "to  communicate 


thought  proper  to  impeach,  after  having  testified  I  any  circumstance  affecting  the  character  of  the 
to  Colonel  Stephenson  s  having  written  the  letter  !  bank,"  was  very  easily  prevailed  on  to  write  the 
■^^"rli.^L"'^"'',  ^"^^'^^^'^   ">y  publication,  &c.,  I    letter  in  question,  to  enclose  my  publication,  and 


add,  "  The  bank  continued  to  pay  specie,  notwith 
standing  the  pressure,  and  in  the  Fall  of  that 
year,  I  expect,  was  in  as  good  a  situation  as  any 
bank  in  irhich  the  public  vioney  teas  then  deposited.'' 

In  rny  late  communication  to  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  6th  April  last,  I  not  only  re- 
assert the  same  facts,  substantially,  in  regard  to 
the  situation  of  the   bank,  but,  by  its  montnly  re- 


to  withhold  the  deposites,  for  the  purpose  of  les- 
sening the  additional  weight  of  responsibility 
which  he  thought — and  truly  thought — the  cir- 
cumstances mentioned  in  his  letter  had  devolved 
upon  him. 

My  objects  in  referring  to  my  publication  and 
to  this  letter  were  twofold. 

1.  To  show  the  course  of  conduct  I  had  pur- 


turn  for  November,  1819,  have,  unquestionably,  |  sued  in  relation  to  my  withdrawal  from  the  bank 
proved  them  true  to  the  fullest  extent.  And  I  ex-  2.  To  show  that  Mr.  Crawford  was  well  in- 
pressly  state,  in  that  communication,  that,  even  formed,  and  duly  notified  thereof  Both  were 
"at  the  time  of  its  failure,  it?  resources  were,  I  am  |  rendered  necessary  by  the  ungenerous  and  disin- 
well  satisfied,  more  than  amply  sufficient  to  have    genuous  attempts  to  subject  me  to  unjust  censure 


secured  its  debt  to  the  Government." 

It  is,  therefore,  inconceivable  to  me,  upon  what 
ground  it  has  been  assumed  that,  in  referring  to 
the   Receiver's  letter,  my  object  was  "to  charge 


which  are  adverted  to  in  my  correspondence  with 
him,  in  February,  1822. 

It  is   remarkable  that,  with   a  pertinacity  the 
most  extraordinary,  he  still  perseveres  in  his  efforts 


S 


the  Secretary  with  continuing  the  deposites  after  \  to  implicate  me  in  the  transactions  of  that  bank 
he  ought  to  have  been  alarmed  for  their  safety,"  j  well  knowing  that  my  connexion  with  it  has  long 
especially,  while  it  is  admitted   that  I  spoke  "  in  .... 

4he  most  decided  terms  of  tiie  solvency  and  safety 
of  the  bank,"  at  the  time  the  letter  was  written. 

It  IS  true,  I  cannot  consider  it  very  prudent  man- 
agement in  Mr.  Crawford  to  have  continued  it  a 


depository  of  public  money,  after  he  had,  as  he 
says  himself,  "  reason  to  apprehend  a  trant  of  punc- 
tuality, or  good  faith  on  its  part,-''  especially  with- 
out enforcing  a  compliance  with  its  stipulation  to 
make  those  returns,  which  /*?  considered  necessary 
to  insure  the  fidelity  of  all  the  hanks  that  were 
made  depositories  of  the  public  money.  The  for- 
mer is  acknowledged  in  his  communication  to  the 


since  ceased.  And  hence  is  his  labored  effort,  in 
his  late  communication  to  the  committee,  to  prove 
that  I  continued  to  be  a  director  thereof,  after  the 
Fall  of  1819,  In  doing  this,  he  must  have  at- 
tempted to  impose  upon  others  what  he  himself 
could  not  have  believed.  With  all  the  informa- 
tion which  he  must  have  had  at  the  time  of  writing 
his  late  communication,  what  could  be  less  justi- 
fiab!e*than  the  implications  to  which  he  has  thus 
so  recently  endeavored  to  subject  me  ?  Whatever 
else  he  may  think  of  me,  you  cannot  believe  that 
he  thinks  me  so  great  a  fool  as  to  have  so  repoal- 
dly  and  publicly  asserted,  and  finally  sworn  to, 
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the  fact  of  my  harinff  withdrawn  from  the  di- 
rectorship of  thj»t  bank,  if  it  had  not  been  true; 
since,  in  that  case,  it  would  have  been  so  easy  to 
have  convicted  me  of  falsehood  and  perjury. 
What,  then,  can  be  thought  of  his  candor  in  in- 
sisting, even  at  this  late  period,  that  I  continued 
to  be  a  director  of  that  bank,  after  the  Fall  of 
1819. 

Let  us,  however,  see  how  he  endeavors  to  estab- 
lish this  fact. 

Referring  to  that  part  of  my  oath  before  the 
Committee,  in  February,  1823,  in  which  I  had 
sworn  that  though  I  had  once  been  elected  a  Di- 
rector, since  the  Fall  of  1819, 1  had  refused  to  ac- 
cept the  appointment,  and  had  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  management  of  the  bank,  since  that 
time.  "Yet,"  says  he,  "  in  the  following^  Winter, 
Mr.  Edwards  is  found  presenting  himself  to  the 
Secretary,  not  only  in  the  character  of  a  Director 
of  the  Bank,  but  of  a  Director  specially  delegated 
and  authorized  by  the  Bank  to  conclude  an  im- 
portant arrangement  with  the  Secretary,  in  re- 
spect to  the  terms  on  which  the  bank  was  to  con- 
tinue a  depository  of  public  money.  By  the  printed 
papers  accompanying  the  Secretary's  report  to  the 
House,  of  the  27ih  April,  1822,  it  appears  that,  on 
the  I6lh  February,  1820,  Mr.  Edwards,  then  in 
Washington,  transmitted  to  the  Secretary  a  letter 
from  the  bank  to  the  Secretary,  signed  by  this 
very  Receiver,  as  President  of  the  bank,  contain- 
ing a  list  of  directors  for  the  year  1820,  in  which 
Mr.  Edwards'.s  name  is  included ;  that,  at  the 
same  time,  he  also  transmitted  to  the  Secretary  a 
letter  from  the  bank,  signed  by  the  same  Mr.  Ste- 
phenson, informing  the  Secretary  that  Mr.  Ed- 
wards, "  one  of  the  directors  of  the  institution," 
is  authorized  to  suggest  certain  modifications  of 
the  contract  between  the  Secretary  and  the  bank, 
and  to  conclude  such  arrangements  as  he  may 
deem  acceptable,  which  will  be  considered  obli- 
gatory ;"  and  he  likewise  transmitted,  at  the  same 
time,  a  letter  from  the  bank,  addressed  to  himself, 
signed  also  by  Mr.  Stephenson,  staring  to  him,  at 
large,  the  changes  desired  by  the  bank,  and  the 
reasons  therefor." 

Contrasting  all  this  parade  of  circumstances, 
with  all  that  I  did,  in  regard  to  the  authority  thus 
conferred  upon  me,  "  to  suggest  certain  modiflca- 
tions  of  the  contract ;"  and  to  my  '•  special  dele- 
gation to  conclude  the  important  arrangement," 
it  would  seem  that  Mr.  Crawford  could  not  have 
desired  a  stronger  confirmation  of  the  truth  of  the 
very  statement  which  he  now  affects  to  question. 
What  did  I  do  ?  Nothing  more  than  write  to 
him  a  short  note,  in  the  following  words,  viz:  "  I 
have  the  honor,  herewith,  to  transuul  to  you  cer- 
tain communications,  which  I  have  recently  re- 
ceived from  the  Bank  of  Edwardsville,  the  object 
of  which  is  fully  explained  by  the  communications 
themselves."  Is  it  presumable  that  any  member 
of  the  Senate,  (not  excepting  my  colleague,  who 
was  opposed  to  the  bank,)  would  not,  under  timi- 
lar  circumstances,  have  done  this  much  ?  Could 
I,  with  any  kind  of  decent  respect  for  a  portion 
of  the  people  I  represented,  have  done  less  ? 

Without  otherwise  saying  any  thing  to  him  on 


the  subject,  I  simply  left  the  papers  to  speak  for 
themselves.  At  this  time  he  and  myself  were  oa 
terms  of  intimacy,  and,  as  I  thought,  cordiality 
and  friendship.  Had  I  not  been  determined  not 
to  interfere  further  in  the  business,  I  should  cer- 
tainly have  spoken  to  him  about  it.  Had  he  not 
perfectly  understood,  from  ray  publication,  dec, 
the  reasons  of  my  silence,  be  would,  doubtless, 
have  mentioned  the  subject  to  me.  But  no  con- 
versation having  taken  place  between  us,  in  re- 
gard to  this  matter,  confirms  my  statement,  and 
j  affords  a  very  strong  presumption  that  he  had  re- 
ceived all  the  information  before  referred  to. 

His  attempt  to  produce  an  impression  unfavor- 
able to  me,  from  the  circumstance  of  my  name's 
appearing  on  the  list  of  Directors,  is  the  more  ex- 
traordinary, since  he  himself  has  prefaced  his  re- 
marks on  that  subject,  with  an  extract  from  my 
oath,  from  which  it  appears,  ''  that,  though  I  had 
been  once  elected  to  that  station  since  1819,  I  had 
refused  to  accept  it."  He  well  knows  that  to 
constitute  a  Director,  requires  the  concurring  wills 
of  the  electors,  and  the  person  elected ;  and, 
knowing  I  had  "refused  to  accept  the  appoint- 
ment," nothing  can  be  more  disingenuous  than  to 
pretend  to  recognise  me  in  that  character.  If  he 
had  entertained  the  least  suspicion  that  I  had  not 
sworn  truly  on  the  subject,  his  whole  conduct  to- 
wards me  can  leave  no  doubt  that  he  would  have 
spared  no  pains  to  have  been  prepared  to  prove 
the  fact.  It  being,  therefore,  obvious  that  he 
must  have  believed  my  statement,  in  this  particu- 
lar at  least,  what  can  be  thought  of  his  eil'ort  to 
mislead  others  in  regard  to  it?  More  frankness 
and  candor  surely  were  due  to  the  exalted  station 
he  occupies. 

My  name's  appearing  in  the  list  of  Directors, 
was  produced  by  the  following  circumstances. 
The  election  took  place  on  the  1st  January,  1820, 
while  I  was  attending  to  my  public  duties  in  this 
place,  as  a  Senator  of  the  United  States,  and, 
though  I  had  positively  declared  that  I  would  not 
serve,  I  was  elected  by  the  influence  of  General 
Payne,  of  Kentucky,  who  held  nearly  half  the 
stock  of  the  bank,  and  hoped  that  he  could  pre- 
vail upon  me  to  change  my  determination,  which 
he  in  vain  attempted  to  accomplish  ;  all  of  which, 
I  have  no  doubt,  Mr.  Crawford  well  understood. 
It  was  probably  owing  to  this  gentleman's  influ* 
ence,  and  that  of  his  powerful  connexions  in  Ken- 
tucky, that  this  bank  continued  so  long  a  deposi- 
tory of  public  money 

From  Mr.  Crawford's  present  attempt,  under 
all  these  circumstances,  still  to  implicate  me  in 
the  transactions  of  that  bank,  it  may  well  be  sup- 
posed that  his  first  efforts  for  that  purpose,  in  1822, 
which  have  been  systematically  and  pertinaciously 
persevered  in,  to  the  immediate  cause  of  the  pres- 
ent controversy,  have  not  left  me  without  just 
cause  of  complaint. 

My  conduct,  in  regard  to  that  bank,  has  beea 
fairly  stated.  It  was  the  result  of  a  justifiable  de- 
sire to  protect  my  own  character  against  casual- 
ties that  might  have  injured  it  ;  and  not  with  a 
view  to  injure  or  give  dissatisfaction  to  any  human 
being.     Nor  did  1  imagine  that  it  could  have  pro- 
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duced  any  motive,  or  furnished  any  ground,  for 
accusation  against  me.  Finding,  however,  con- 
trary to  every  reasonable  expectation,  that "  partial 
information  from  the  Treasury  Department,"  con- 
cerning my  agency  in  bringing  that  bank  into 
connexion  with  the  Treasury,  was  extensively 
used,  with  no  little  success,  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
ducing injurious  implications  against  me  ;  and 
thinking  that  I  had  just  reason  to  apprehend  they 
were  about  to  be  presented  in  a  more  imposing 
form,  I  felt  myself  called  upon  to  address  to  Mr. 
Crawford  my  letter  of  the  9th  February,  1822,  in 
which,  from  a  desire  that  my  conduct  should  be 
fairly  understood,  and  with  no  intention  or  expec- 
tation of  giving  offence,  I  referred  to  and  asserted 
the  facts,  substantially,  in  relation  to  njy  publica- 
tion of  1819,  and  the  Receiver's  letter,  which  are 
contained  in  my  oath  before  the  select  committee, 
in  February,  1823. 

Nothing  could  have  been  more  preposterous 
than  my  assertion  of  thesj  facts,  and  the  request 
with  which  it  was  accompanied,  if  I  had  not  sup- 
posed that  all  these  documents  were  in  Mr.  Craw- 
ford's possession.  Nor  can  any  thing  be  more  rea- 
sonable than  to  suppose  that,  if  they  had  not  been 
received  by  him,  he  would  then  have  said  so. 

He,  however,  alleges,  that  "his  not  having  re- 
plied to  this,  or  any  other  matters  contained  in 
those  letters,  resulted  from  his  having  declined 
any  correspondence  with  Mr.  Edwards  on  the 
subjects  to  which  they  referred,  in  consequence  of 
a  menace  which  the  first  of  them  contained."  But 
let  us  inquire  what  that  menace  was? 

Having  stated,  in  my  letter  above  referred  to, 
circumstances  which  induced  me  to  suppose,  as 
well  they  might,  that  he  intended  to  make  some 
use  of  my  name,  in  a  report  he  was  about  to  make 
to  the  House  of  Representatives,  on  the  subject  of 
the  Bank  of  Edwardsville,  I  say,  "  I  beg  leave, 
*  most  respectfully,  to  suggest  that  it  would  be  but 
'  an  act  ot  justice  to  me,  to  present  my  publication 
'  of  1819,  in  which  I  declared  I  would  be  no 
'  longer  responsible  for  that  or  any  other  bank,  in 
'  any  way  whatever ;"  declaring  in  the  same  letter, 
that  the  object  of  it  was  to  manifest  my  disposi- 
tion or  willingness  to  avoid  the  necessity,  on  my 
part,  of  calling  for  any  information  upon  the  sub- 
ject, or  referring  to  other  matters. 

It  is  this  declaration,  candidly  made  with  a  view 
to  avoid  any  measure  that  might  be  construed  into 
an  evidence  of  hostility,  that  he  is  pleased  to  con- 
sider "  the  menace  which  my  first  letter  contained." 
As,  however,  my  real  object  was  what  I  had  de- 
clared it  to  be,  I  had  no  hesitation  in  saying,  in 
ray  second  letter,  that  "  1  owe  it  to  myself,  un- 
hesitatingly and  promptly,  to  disavow  any  inten- 
tion of  offering  personal  disrespect  to  you,  or  the 
station  you  occupy."  The  vieiuKx-,  then,  if  any 
had  been  made,  was  withdrawn.  Still,  however, 
he  did  not  think  proper  to  deny  that  the  commu- 
nications alluded  to  were  in  his  possession,  which 
no  doubt  he  would  gladly  have  done,  if  such  had 
been  the  fact. 

But  he  did  not,  in  fact,  "decline  any  corres- 
pondence with  me  on  the  subjects  to  which  my 
letters  referred;"  for,  in  his  answer  to  my  first  one, 


among  other  observations  which  he  made  in  rela- 
tion to  those  "subjects,"  he  says:  "I  assure  you, 
'  sir,  it  will  afford  me  great  pleasure  to  communi- 
'  cate  to  Congress  all  the  information  in  the  po»- 
'  session  of  the  Department,  concerning  that  bank, 
'  your  agency  in  bringing  it  into  connexion  with 
'  the  Treasury,  and  the  representations  which  were 
'  made  against,"  &c.;  thereby  manifesting  a  dis- 
position rather  to  show  that  he  bad  no  desire  to 
conceal  and  withhold  the  documents  alluded  to, 
than  to  deny  their  existence. 

Under  these,  and  other  circumstances  men- 
tioned in  my  communication  to  the  House  of 
Representatives,  it  would  be  extraordinary,  on  the 
supposition  that  my  publication  and  the  Re- 
ceiver's letter  had  not  been  received,  even  if  he 
had  declined  replying  to  my  letter  of  February, 
1822,  that  their  existence  should  have  remained 
for  a  period  of  more  than  two  years  unquestioned ; 
and  that  even  a  doubt  upon  the  subject  should 
have  been  for  the  first  time  suggested  "at  the  mo- 
ment of  my  departure  for  a  foreign  country." 

But  Mr.  Crawford  has,  in  his  communication, 
attempted  to  avail  himself  of  an  additional  ground 
to  convict  me  of  false  swearing,  in  what  be  is 
pleased  to  call  my  "alleged  expectation"  that  the 
letters  referred  to  in  my  testimony  as  having 
passed  between  himself  and  Colonel  Stephenson, 
would  have  been  communicated  to  the  House, 
under  one  or  other  of  the  resolutions  of  February, 
1822. 

"As  the  resolutions,"  says  he,  "under  which  it 

*  is  alleged  these  letters  should  have  been  commu- 
'  nicated,  call  only  for  the  correspondence  between 
'  certain  banks  and  the  Secretary,  it  is  unnecessary 

*  to  explain  why,  among  the  letters  which  were 
'  communicated,  any  correspondence  between  a 
'  '  Receiver'  and  the  Secretary  was  not  to  be  found. 
'  Nor  is  it  easy  to  imagine  how  any  one,  informed 
'  of  the  tenor  of  those  resolutions,  should  have 
'  entertained  the  expectation  of  seeing  the  letters 
'  in  question  among  the  papers  which  were  trans- 
'  milted." 

In  order  to  a  correct  understanding  of  this  part 
of  the  subject,  it  may  be  useful  to  advert  to  my 
testimony  before  the  committee.  In  this,  after 
stating  that  I  had  prevailed  upon  "Colonel  Ben- 
'  jamin  Stephenson,  the  Receiver,  and  the  Presi- 
'  dent  of  tite  Bank  at  Edwardsville,  to  write  to  the 
'  Secretary,"  &c.,  I  say  :  "  I  was  much  surprised 
'  at  not  seeing  this  correspondence  in  the  report, 
'  as  well  as  one  or  more  letters,  which,  I  confi- 
'  dently  believe,  were  written  to  the  Secretary  of 
'  the  Treasury,  1819,  for  the  purpose  of  apprizing 
'  him  of  the  situation  of  the  bank,  at  that  time, 
'  and  inducing  him  to  forbear  to  draw  upon  it, 
'  until  it  could  relieve  itseff  from  the  pressure  it 
'  was  then  encountering."  Now,  as  from  my 
whole  statement,  in  regard  to  this  matter,  it  is 
evident  that  the  subject-matter  of  the  letter  re- 
ferred to  in  my  testimony,  related  much  more  to 
the  affairs  of  the  bank  than  to  the  ordinary  duties 
of  the  Receiver,  it  surely  is  not  more  extraordinary 
that  I  should  have  expected  to  have  seen  this 
letter,  or  so  much  of  it  at  least  as  related  to  the 
affairs  of  the   bank,   "among  the  papers  which 
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were  transmitted,"  than  that  Mr.  Crawford  him- 
self should  have  t.an.«railted  a  variety  of  letters 
from  this  same  Receiver,  under  the  resolutions 
referred  to.  But  he  has,  in  other  instances,  acted 
upon  the  very  consideration  which  induced  the 
"expectation,"  on  my  part,  to  which  he  now  ex- 
cepts; or  why  did  he  transmit  his  letter  to  the 
Receiver  at  St.  Louis,  of  19th  January,  1822,  (see 
document  No.  1 19,)  and  state,  in  the  report  which 
it  accompanied,  that  he  had  transmitted  "all  the 
additional  returns  and  correspondence  required  by 
the  resolution,  excejtt  two  letters  from  tJu  Receiver  at 
St.  LotiiSf  which  were  of  a  confidential  nature  ?"  Noth- 
ing could  have  rendered  it  necessary  to  have  com- 
municated the  first,  or  to  have  apologized  for  not 
transmitting  the  other,  but  the  circumstance  of 
their  relating,  as  the  letter  of  Colonel  Stephenson 
did,  to  the  affairs  of  the  bank. 

Having  thusdisposed  of  the  amplifications  wl)ich 
he  has  given  to  his  original  charge,  as  contained 
in  the  report  in  question,  I  now  return  to  the  letter, 
which  is  as  follows: 

"The  Hon.  Mr.  Edwards,  late  a  Senator  from 
Illinois,  having  stated,  on  his  examination  before 
a  comrailiee  of  the  House,  on  the  13th  February, 
1823,  that  the  late  Receiver  of  Public  Moneys  at 
Edwardsville  had,  on  his  advice  and  in  his  pres- 
ence, written  a  letter  to  the  Secretary,  enclosing 
a  copy  of  a  publication  which  Mr.  Edwards  rep-  ; 
resents  himself  to  have  made,  some  time  in  the 
year  J819,  announcing  his  intention  of  retiring 
from   the  directorship  of  the  Bank  of  Edwards-  j 
ville,  and   that  he  had  advised  the  Receiver  to 
withhold  his  deposites    from  the    bank  until  he  i 
could  receive  further  orders  from  the  Secretary  ; 
and  that  the  Receiver  afterwards  informed  him  that  , 
he  had  received  a  Ittter  from   the  Secretary,  di-  [ 
recting  him  to  continue  the  deposites;  the  Secre-  j 
tary  deems  it  proper  to  state,  that  no  such  letter  ' 
from  the  Receiver  is  to  be  found  on  the  files  of  the  , 
Department ;  that  the  officers  employed  in  it  have  j 
no  recollection  of  the  receipt  of  such  a  letter;  and 
that,  on  an  examination  of  the  records  of  the  De- 

f>artment,  it  appears  that  no  answer  to  any  such 
etter,  directing  the  Receiver  to  continue  the  de- 
posites,  wa.'j  ever  written  to  him  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury."  I 

Whatever   different   interpretations,  ingenious 
and  forced  constructions  might  have  given  to  this  \ 
report,   Mr.    Crawford's   elaborate    commentary  . 
upon  it  must  now  carry  conviction  to  every  mind, 
that  its  real  object  was,  at  least,  to  create  a  suspi-  ! 
cion  of  the  truth  of  my  statement,  both  in  regard 
to  the  Receiver's  having  written  the  letter  men- 
tioned in  my  testimony,  and  of  his  having  "  af^ter-  | 
wards  informed  me  that  he  had  received  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  directing  him  to  continue  the 
deposites."     The  report  itself,  as  well  as  the  com-  ' 
raentary,alleges  circumstances  which  are  intended 
to  invalidate  the  former,  and  he   has  impeached  i 
the  latter  by  denying  that  he  ever  gave  such  in- 
structions to  the  Receiver. 

The  facts,  then,  fairly  at  issue  between  us,  are: 
1st.  Whether  the  Receiver  did  write  the  letter 
alluded  to? 
2d.  Whether  he  "afterwards  informed  me,  that 


I  he  had  received  a  letter  from   the  Secretary,  di- 
recting him  to  continue  the  deposites?" 

As  to  the  first: — It  appears,  that  on  the  Gth  of 

August,  1819,  Mr.  Crawford  addressed  a  letter  to 

the  Receiver,  most  emphatically  requiring  him  to 

!  state,  why  he  had  not  then  "  deposited  the  public 

I  moneys  in   his  hands  in  the  bank,  in  conformity 

I  with  the  instructions  from  the  Department,"  and 

alleging  that  there  could  be  no  longer  any  excuse 

whatever  for  retaining  the  public  money.     fSee 

No.  1.) 

It  is  difficult  to  believe,  either  that  the  Receiver 
would  have  neglected  to  answer  this  peremptory 
letter,  or  that  Air.  Crawford  would  have  tolerated 
such  a  disrespectful  omission.     The  latter,  how- 
ever, has  stated  additional  circumstances  which 
render  it  wholly  improbable  that  any  such  neglect 
should  have  occurred.     He  represents  the  Receiver 
as  having  been  guilty  of  great  remissness  in  regard 
to  making  his  deposites  for  months  before,  and 
says  that  he,  (the  Receiver,)  "must  have  discov- 
ered that  the  Secretary  was  dissatisfied  with  him 
for  retaining  the  public  money  in  his  hands.     He 
must  have  been  aware  that  every  subsequent  return 
which  he  transmitted  to  the  Treasury, as  it  exhib- 
ited an  increasing  balance,  and  as  it  showed  that 
he   made  no  deposites  in   bank,  would   aggravate 
the  Secretary's  dissatisfaction."     Mr.  Crawford, 
however,  relies  upon  these  circumstances  to  prove, 
that  if  the  Receiver   had  answered  this  letter,  he 
would,  in  his  subsequent  correspondence,  consist- 
ing of  two  short  notes,  have  made  "  some  allusion 
to  the  communication  which  explained  the  reason 
of  his  apparent  disobedience,  and  to  the  instruc- 
tions which  he  expected  in  answer,  for  the  gor- 
ernraent  of  his  conduct  in  that  important  partic- 
ular ;"  but  would  it  not,  let  me  ask,  have  been 
much  more  extraordinary  and  unaccountable,  that 
he  should  not  have  answered  the  letter  at  all,  than 
that   he  should  have  failed,  in  one  or   two  short 
subsequent   communications,  to   have  alluded  to 
this  answer  ? 

The  letter,  in  fact,  was  fully  answered  on  the 
12th  October,  1819.  No  other  answer  was  ever 
given  by  the  Receiver.  And  this  is  the  very  let- 
ter in  question,  which,  after  accounting  for  its 
delay,  assigns  as  a  reason  for  not  having  theretofore 
made  the  deposites,  a  difficulty  that  might  thereby 
have  been  created,  of  complying  with  previous 
instructions:  presents  an  account  of  the  then  sit- 
uation of  the  bank;  intimates  apprehensions  as  to 
its  future  prospects;  declares  an  unwillingness  to 
make  further  dej)osites,  without  such  instruction* 
as  the  Secretary  might  think  fit  to  give,  "on  a 
full  disclosure  of  the  whole  circumstances  of  the 
case;"  and,  among  other  ihing.s,  expressly  states, 
that  "the  publication  of  Governor  Edwards, 
herewith  transmitted,  shows  the  course  he  is  dis- 
posed to  pursue."  All  of  which,  I  am  happy  to 
say,  can  be  established  by  the  original  draught  of 
the  letter  itself,  on  file  in  the  office  of  Samuel  D. 
Lockwood,  Esq.,  Receiver  of  the  Public  Moneys, 
at  Edwardsville,  with  an  endorsement  thereon  in 
the  baud-writing  of  the  late  Receiver,  (who  has 
been  dead  about  eighteen  months,)  purporting  that 
the  letter  was  sent  to  Mr.  Crawford  m  October. 


, 


1819,  (of  which  an  attested  copy  is  hereto  annexed, 
see  No.  2.) 

On  the  22d  October,U8l9,  ten  days  after  the 
date  of  the  letter  last  referred  to,  the  Receiver 
again  writes  to  Mr.  Crawford,  and  slates,  that 
"twelve  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  of  the  cap- 
ital stock  of  the  Bank  of  Edwardsville,  having 
been  paid  into  the  bank  since  the  date  of  my  last 
letter,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  inform  you  of  the  cir- 
cumstances, in  consequence  of  some  of  the  sug- 
gestions made  in  that  letter.  (See  No.  3.)  The 
first  fact  in  issue  between  Mr.  Crawford  and  my- 
self, is  therefore  established. 

As  to  the  2d,  viz:  "That  the  Receiver  in- 
formed me  he  had  received  a  letter  from  the  Sec- 
retary, directing  him  to  continue  the  deposites," 
it  must  be  admitted  that  my  statement  does  not 
render  me  at  all  responsible  for  the  truth  of  this 
information;  and,  that  it  might  have  been  given 
to  me,  even  if  it  had  not  been  true.  But  as  this 
circumstance  would  have  weakened,  so  the  fact 
of  Mr.  Crawford's  having  actually  written  a  let 
ter  to  the  Receiver  in  November,  1819,  expressly 
saying  "I  request  that  you  will,  immediately  after 
the  receipt  of  this  letter,  deposite  in  the  Bank  of 
Edwardsville  the  whole  of  the  money  in  your 
possession  on  the  30ih  instant,"  must  sufficiently 
corroborate  my  testimony. 

This  letter,  it  is  true,  does  not  profess  to  be  an 
answer  to  the  letter  of  the  Receiver  of  the  12th  of 
October,  1819,  nor  have  I  imposed  upon  myself 
any  obligation  to  prove  it  to  be  so.  But  there 
are  certainly  strong  circumstances  to  show, 

1st.  That  it  was  written  in  consequence  of  the 
Receiver's  letter; 

2d.  That  it  could  not  have  been  written  on  the 
grounds  upon  which  it  professes  to  have  been 
written. 

As  to  the  first.  It  is  worthy  of  remark  that,  in 
noticing  "the  difficulty"  suggested  by  the  Re- 
ceiver as  an  excuse  for  not  having  made  the  de- 
posites, Mr.  Crawford  is  so  particular  in  pointing 
out  the  means  of  obviating  that  ditficulty,  that  it 
is  almost  impossible  to  resist  the  belief  that  he  had 
then  received  the  letter  in  question. 

This  belief,  however,  acquires  great  additional, 
if  not  irresistible  strength,  from  another  docu- 
ment which  Mr.  Crawford  enclosed  in  his  letter 
to  the  Receiver,  of  the  Isl  November,  1819.  It 
will  be  perceived  that,  among  the  strongest  rea- 
sons urged  by  the  Receiver  for  declining  to  make 
the  deposites,  in  the  Bank  of  Edwardsville,  with- 
out further  instructions  from  the  Secretary,  were 
his  apprehensions  of  danger  to  it  from  "the  hos- 
tility of  the  Bank  of  Missouri,  and  citizens  of  St. 
Louis,"  and  his  apprehensions  that  the  drafts  of 
the  Secretary  might  fall  into  their  hands,  or  those 
of  "persons  who,  under  their  influence  would  be 
disposed  to  insi^t  upon  specie,  when  notes  would 
answer  them  equally  well,  merely  for  the  purpose 
of  harassing  and  distressing  the  bank."  It  is  pre- 
sumed that  it  was  to  allay  these  apprehensions 
that  Mr.  Crawford  (who  had  checked  the  Bank 
of  Missouri  for  its  conduct  towards  other  banks) 
transmitted  in  his  letter  to  the  Receiver,  who  was 
also  the  President  of  the  Bank  of  Edwardsville, 


the  document  alluded  to,  which  is  headed  "A  list 
of  bank  notes  which  would  be  received  by  the 
Bank  of  Missouri,  according  to  the  letter  of  the 
President  of  that  bank,  dated  9th  August,  1819." 
(See  No.  5.)  For  what  other  possible  pur{)Ose 
could  ibis  "list"  have  been  intended  ?  And  what 
else  could  have  induced  him  to  send  it  to  the  Re- 
ceiver at  Edwardsville? 

Further  corroboration  of  his  having  received 
the  letter  in  question,  is  furnished  by  the  circum- 
stances of  his  having,  on  the  same  day  that  he 
wrote  to  the  Receiver  at  Edwardsville,  written 
on  the  same  subject  to  both  the  Receiver  at  Kas- 
kaskia,  and  the  Cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Edwards- 
ville, giving  to  the  former  particular  instructions 
about  making  his  deposites;  and  enclosing  to  the 
latter  a  copy  of  a  letter  that  he  represents  himself 
to  have  written  to  both  these  Receivers,  from 
which  it  appears  that  he  ordered  them  to  deposite 
all  the  public  moneys  which  they  should  receive 
after  the  last  day  of  the  month  in  which  he  wrote 
— not  in  the  Bank  of  Edwardsville,  but  in  the 
Bank  of  Missouri,  until  otherwise  directed.  (See 
No.  6.) 

Considering  the  circumstances  disclosed  by  Mr. 
Crawford,  in  regard  to  the  withholding  of  the  de- 
posites by  those  two  Receivers,  it  is  not  to  be  pre- 
sumed that  either  of  them  would  have  been  guilty 
of  any  unnecessary  delay  in  making  the  deposites 
after  the  receipt  of  his  letters  to  them  of  the  1st 
November,  1819;  and,  if  these  letters,  which  pur- 
port to  have  been  written  at  that  time,  were 
promptly  transmitted  by  mail,  according  to  their 
respective  destinations,  it  is  inexplicable  that  the 
Receiver  at  Edwardsville,  who  resided  within 
about  two  hundred  yards  of  the  bank,  of  which  he 
was  also  the  President,  should  not  have  deposited 
"the  whole  of  the  money  in  his  possession  on  the 
30th  November,"  before  the  3lst  December;  and, 
that  the  Receiver  at  Kaskaskia  should  not  have 
made  his  deposite  till  3d  January  following.  Mr. 
Crawford  admits  that  the  former  did  not  receive 
his  letter  till  some  time  in  the  month  of  December, 
but  at  what  time  in  that  month  is  not  staled,  nor 
how  the  fact  was  ascertained,  or  is  ascertainable, 
(see  his  communication,  page  6.)  Such  delays 
as  must  have  intervened  between  the  date  and  re- 
ceipt of  those  letters,  at  a  season  of  the  year  when 
the  mail  is  liable  to  so  little  obstruction,  affords 
matter  of  speculation,  xri  which,  for  the  present,  I 
forbear  to  indulge. 

But  1  would  ask  what,  but  the  letter  of  the  Re- 
ceiver at  Edwardsville  of  the  12th  October,  could 
have  startled  Mr.  Crawford  into  all  this  hurry  of 
writing,  and  sudden  change  of  the  place  of  de- 
posite; and,  at  the  same  time,  account  for  the 
subsequent  hesitation  that  seems  to  be  fairly  in- 
ferrible from  those  otherwise  unaccountable  de- 
lays? As  that  letter  was  well  calcuSated  to  pro- 
duce such  results,  and  nothing  else  appears  to 
account  for  them,  it  cannot  be  unrea.sonable  to 
refer  them  to  that  cause. 

He  attempts  to  avoid  the  inference  of  his  bar- 
ing received  this  letter,  and  my  publication,  by 
stating  "  that  if  tfuy  had  been  known  to  him,  they 
would  naturally  have  been  alluded  to  on  such  an 


2875 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


2876 


I 


Com  of  Ninian  Edvoards. 


1 


2877 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


2878 


occasion"  as  that  of  wriiiog  to  those  Receivers ;  in 
other  words,  that  the  receipt  of  them  would  have 
been  acknowledged  by  him.  But  he  admits  the 
receipt  of  the  letters  of  Mrs.  Stephenson,  and  the 
Receiver  at  Kaskaskia  of  the  ISrh  September, 
1819,  and  attaches  much  importance  to  tnem  in 
his  communication;  yet,  though  it  would  have 
been  just  as  "  natural"  that  he  should  have  alluded 
to  them,  as  to  the  letter  of  the  Receiver  of  the  12th 
October,  he  is  as  silent  as  to  either  of  them,  as  he 
is  to  the  latter,  or  as  he  was  to  that  part  of  the 
letter  of  the  President  of  the  Bank  of  Missouri,  of 
the  9th  August,  1819,  which  gives  such  an  alarm- 
ing account  of  the  Bank  of  Edwardsville.  His 
not  having  noticed  the  letter  in  question,  in  any 
of  his  subsequent  communications,  therefore,  fur- 
nishes no  evidence  to  rebut  the  strong  presump- 
^  tion,  that  I  have  relied  upon,  to  prove  that  he 
must  have  received  it. 

Let  us  then  briefly  inquire,  whether  his  letter  of 
the  1st  November  could  have  been  written  on  the 
grounds  upon  which  it  professes  to  have  been 
written.  ' 

He  professes  to  have  been  induced  to  write  it, 
from  an  inspection  and  examination  of  the  monthly 
accounts  oi  those  Receivers,  and  commences  it  in 
the  following  words,  viz  :  "  Upon  referring  to  your 
monthly  accounts,  it  appears  that  you  have  re- 
tained all  the  money  which  has  been  received  by 
you  since  the  month  of  August  last."  Now,  a 
moment's  reflection  is  all  that  can  be  necessary  to 
convince  you  that  there  could  not  have  been,  at 
Washington,  on  the  1st  November,  more  than  one 
monthly  account  of  moneys  received  after  the 
month  of  August  preceding.  And,  if  he  had  re- 
ferred to  their  monthly  accounts,  he  would  have 
perceived  that  the  Receiver  at  Kaskaskia  had  re- 
tained in  his  hands,  all  the  money  received  by  him 
after  the  18ih  May,  and  the  Receiver  at  Edwards- 
ville  had  made  no  deposite  since  the  1st  day  of  the 
preceding  July — circumstances,  which  it  is  ex- 
tremely improbable  he  would  have  overlooked,  or 
neglected  to  advert  to  in  his  letter,  unless,  indeed, 
there  was  some  peculiarity  in  these  cases  that  de- 
fies all  skill  in  guessing,  which  rendered  it  more 
excusable  in  these  officers  to  have  retained  one 
part  of  the  public  money  than  another. 

But,  if  something  more  than  meets  the  eye  was 
not  intended,  why  was  his  letter  to  the  Bank  of 
Edwardsville,  ot  1st  November,  1S19,  together 
with  its  enclosure  on  the  subject  of  those  very  de- 
posites,  suppressed  ?  Their  omission  concealed  a 
fact  which  affords  a  very  strong  presumption  that 
he  had  received  the  letter  of  the  Receiver  at  Ed- 
wardsville of  the  12th  October;  and  it  is  rendered 
less  probable  that  they  were  withheld  through  in- 
advertence or  forget  fulness,  from  the  circumstance 
of  my  having  called  hjs  attention  to  the  subject  by 
my  correspondence  wuh  him  in  February,  1822, 
just  about  the  time  he  made  the  report  that  ought 
to  have  contained  thetn. 

This  letter,  though  at  last  brought  out  upon  the 
third  call  uponMr.  Crawford  for  hiscorrespondence 
with  the  banks,  and  accompanying  the  report  that 
was  intended  to  affect  me  so  injuriously,  is  still 
given  in  such  a  manner,  as  not  only  to  conceal 


the  true  state  of  the  case,  but  to  produce  an  im- 
pression directly  contrary  to  the  fact,  by  omitting 
to  communicate  its  enclosure,  which  is  so  referred 
to  as  necessarily  to  make  it  a  part  of  the  letter; 
and  this  impression  would  probably  never  have 
been  questioned,  but  for  the  present  contest,  in 
which  the  report  has  involved  me. 

The  letter  commences  by  saying,  "  The  letter, 
of  which  the  enclosed  is  a  copy,  was  addressed  to 
the  Receivers  of  public  money  at  Kaskaskia  and 
Edwardsville  ♦♦•♦♦*.  Xo  prevent  the  incon- 
venience and  risk  which  may  result  from  the  ac- 
cumulation of  such  large  sums  in  the  hands  of 
those  officers,  I  have  this  day  directed  them  to  de- 
posite in  the  bank  the  sums  which  may  be  in  their 
possession  on  the  30th  instant,  and  to  deposite, 
monthly,  the  money  which  may  be  received  during 
each  month." 

Now,  in  what  bank  would  any  one  suppose 
these  monthly  deposiles  were  to  be  made?  Cer- 
tainly in  the  Bank  of  Edwardsville,  to  which  the 
letter  was  addressed.  But,  palpable  as  this  con- 
clusion may  appear,  the  fact  is  directly  otherwise, 
and  the  enclosure  will  prove  it.  By  the  latter, 
Mr.  Crawford  says,  "I  request  that  you  will  im- 
mediately deposite  in  the  Bank  of  Edwardsville 
whatever  sums  may  be  in  your  hands  on  the  30th 
instant,  (November,  1819.)  *  ♦  ♦  *.  You  will, 
after  the  deposite  herein  directed,  make  your  de- 
posites  in  the  Bank  of  Missouri,  until  otherwise 
directed."  Who,  let  me  ask,  could  have  inferred, 
from  the  letter  above,  that  these  directions  had 
been  given  to  those  Receivers,  or  to  either  of  them  ? 
And  can  it  be  denied  that  this  enclosure  ought  to 
have  been  communicated,  for  the  sake  of  truth  if 
nothing  more? 

But  let  us  see  how  this  case  stands  in  other  re- 
spects. If  he  did  not  send  such  a  letter,  and  give 
such  instructions  to  those  Receivers,  he  made  a 
direct  and  positive  misrepresentation  to  the  bank, 
for  which  no  adequate  motive  can  be  perceived. 
But  if,  as  he  himself  asserts,  he  did  give  such  in-  '  , 
structions,  it  shows  most  clearly  that  he  did  intend 
to  suspend  the  making  of  deposites  in  that  bank, 
and  accounts  much  more  satisfactorily  than  he 
has  done  in  his  communication  to  you  for  his  let- 
ter of  the  20th  April,  1820,  which  directs  the  de- 
posites to  be  continued  with  a  degree  of  particu- 
larity that  would  scarcely  have  betMi  thought  neces- 
sary, if  there  had  been  no  reason  to  suppose  it  had 
been  his  intention  to  discontinue  them. 

But  he  ha?  appealed  to  the  want  of  any  as- 
signable motive  for  the  concealment  of  any  of 
the  foregoing  facts,  as  proof  that  none  was  in- 
tended. I  take  no  issue  with  him  upon  his  mo- 
lives  or  intentions.  I  may,  however,  be  permitted 
to  say,  that  the  pertinacity  with  which,  in  oppo- 
sition to  all  the  proofs  I  have  exhibited,  he  still 
endeavors  to  hold  me  responsible  for  the  Bank  of 
Edwardsville,  after  the  Fall  of  1819,  renders  it 
probable  that  he  might  not  have  been  willing  to 
let  me  escape  from  responsibility  at  that  time. 
Overwhelmed,  as  he  was,  with  representations 
against  the  bank,  my  withdrawal  tVom  it  may 
have  confirmed  his  fears,  and  rendered  him  re- 
luctant to  disclose  any  circumstance  that  was  cal- 
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culated  to  devolve  upon  him  an  increased  respon- 
sibility for  events  then  apprehended,  and  siace 
realized. 

Having  received  a  communication  through  the 
committee,  that  contains  a  reference  to  a  conver- 
sation that  I  am  represented  to  have  had  with 
Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  on  the  day  of  my  departure 
from  the  city,  in  March  last,  I  feel  myself  au- 
thorized to  give  the  following  explanations: 

In  travelling  through  Kentucky  last  Summer, 
I  received,  at  Russelsville,  in  that  State,  a  confi- 
dential communication  from  Virginia,  warning 
me  that  I  was  to  be  attacked  at  the  then  suc- 
ceeding session  of  Congress,  and  that  Governor 
Coles,  of  Illinois,  was  expected  toco-operate  in  it, 
and  advising  me  strongly  to  come  on  to  Washing- 
ton a  week  or  two  before  the  meeting  of  Congress, 
for  the  purpose  of  preparing  for  a  defence.  These 
intimations  coming  from  a  source  that  I  knew  to 
be  entitled  to  the  highest  respect,  I  did  not  think 
it  prudent  to  disregard  them  ;  and,  not  expecting 
to  return  to  Illinois  for  some  time  thereafter,  I 
wrote  to  the  honorable  Daniel  P.  Cook  on  the 
subject,  in  consequence  of  which,  a  correspond- 
ence took  place  between  him  and  Governor  Coles, 
in  which,  i  believe,  the  latter  disavowed  the  cor- 
rectness of  the  information  as  it  related  to  him. 
I  refer  to  this  correspondence  with  the  less  reluc- 
tance, because  Governor  Coles,  whose  character  is 
well  known  here,  can  establish  it. 

Being  thus  warned,  1  endeavored  to  prepare  for 
the  threatened  attack,  and  came  on  to  Congress 
with  a  determination  to  do  nothing  unnecessarily 
to  provoke  it,  but  to  meet  it,  whatever  it  might 
be,  with  firmness,  whenever  it  should  be  made.  I 
however,  never  once  suspected  any  thing  like  the 
insinuation  contained  in  Mr.  Crawford's  report, 
and  though  I  may  have  written  as  much,  or  even 
more  than  has  been  sufjX)sed,  preparatory  for  an 
anticipated  attack,  yet  it  is  most  certain  that  not 
one  word  of  it  related  to  the  subject  of  the  report. 
This  1  had  neither  anticipated,  heard  of,  or  seen, 
till  about  one  hour  before" my  intended  departure, 
on  the  day  after  it  was  communicated  to  the 
House.  It  then  took  me  by  such  perfect  surprise, 
that  I  neither  knew,  nor  could  decide,  what  was 
best  to  be  done  with  it,  and  I  left  the  city  without 
ever  having  mentioned  the  subject,  as  well  as  I 
can  recollect,  to  any  person  or  persons,  except 
three  members  of  the  House  of  Reprensentatives, 
of  whom  Mr.  Campbell  of  Ohio,  was  one. 

I  met  with  him  on  the  morning  I  left  the  city, 
and  my  impression  is,  that  he  introduced  the 
subject,  and  seemed  to  have  no  doubt  that  the 
report  was  intended  as  an  attack  upon  me.  In 
the  course  of  the  conversation  with  him,  I  alluded 
to  the  confidential  information  above  referred  to, 
probably  spoke  of  what  I  had  prepared  and  in- 
tended to  have  done,  in  any  event  that  mif^ht 
have  rendered  it  necessary  to  have  defended  my- 
self, at  an  earlier  period,  and  regretted  that  I  could 
not  have  been  permitted  to  get  off"  m  peace.  It  is 
idle  to  insinuate  that  my  answer  to  the  report 
could  have  been  written  before  my  departure  from 
this  place.  The  latter  could  not  be  answered  till  it 
existed,  and,  after  it  was  known  to  me,  I  did  not 


remain  here  long  enough  for  any  such  purpose. 
Besides,  a  letter  whic^  f  wrote  to  Mr.  Campbell, 
on  ray  journey,  (towards  whom  I  had  no  motive 
for  concealment,  will  show  that  my  communica- 
tion was  then  not  only  not  written,  but  that  I  did 
not  expect  to  employ  more  than  three  hours  in 
replying  to  the  report.  One  thing  is  certain,  that 
no  man  could  have  been  less  disposed  than  myself 
to  be  the  aggressor,  in  any  controversy  whatever, 
at  that  time  ;  and,  if  I  had  not  considered  the  re- 
port as  intended  and  calculated  to  fix  an  indeli- 
ble blot  upon  my  reputation,  which  I  knew  I  did 
not  deserve,  nothing  would  have  been  heard  from 
me,  in  regard  to  Mr.  Crawford. 

The  anxiety  which  the  Committee  manifest, 
and  must  so  naturally  feel,  to  get  through  with 
this  investigation,  and  my  continued  indisposition 
rendering  it  impossible  to  proceed  with  my  repli- 
cation to  Mr.  Crawford's  communication,  as  I  had 
intended,  so  as  to  finish  it  within  the  time  which 
I  could  reasonably  hope  to  prevail  upon  the  Com- 
mittee to  wait,  1  feel  myself  Qompelled  to  post- 
pone, to  a  future  occasion,  which  will  not  be  ne- 
glected, a  full  answer  to  all  his  remarks,  and,  at 
present,  to  content  myself  with  a  few  ob:>ervations 
upon  those  of  them  which  are  most  prominent, 
and  seem  to  demand  the  most  immediate  atten- 
tion. 

Commencing  his  justification  for  receiving  so 
much  uncurrent  paper,  some  of  which  was  greatly 
below  par,  from  certain  local  banks,  with  a  history 
of  the  commencement  of  the  direct  connexion  of 
the  Bank  of  Missouri  with  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, on  the  1st  August,  1818,  he  says:  "Before 
this  time  the  bank  had  acted  as  the  agent  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States.  It  had  fulfilled  its 
engagements  with  that  institution  with  good 
faith,  dec.  *  »  *  *  The  large  amount  of  money 
to  be  received  from  the  sale  of  public  lands  in 
that  quarter,  rendered  a  connexion  with  such  a 
bank  not  only  convenient,  but  necessary.  *  *  *  » 
The  Receivers  were  instructed  to  receive  the  notes 
of  such  banks  as  paid  specie  on  demand  for  their 
notes,  and  no  otiier,  and  to  deposite  them  in  the 
bank,  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer."  But  (says 
he)  in  this  arrangement  with  the  bank,  '*  there 
was  no  stipulation  as  to  what  kinds  of  money 
it  should  receive  or  pay  for  the  Treasury."  These, 
therefore,  must  have  been  general  deposites,  and 
having  been  made  at  the  solicitation  of  the  bank, 
without  any  special  agreement,  it  thereby  imposed 
upon  itself  the  highest  obligation  in  regard  to 
them,  that  the  acceptance  of  an  unconditional 
general  deposite  could  create  upon  any  bank 
whatever. 

But  besides  this  general  principle,. there  was  a 
contract  that  excludes  every  construction  which 
!  could  have  imposed  upon  him  any  obligation, 
moral  or  legal,  to  have  taken  from  the  bank  any 
paper  that  was  not  of  as  much  value  as  the  depos- 
ite, at  the  time  it  was  made. 

This  bank  was  continued  a  depository  of  the 
public  money  on  the  same  terms  on  which  it  had 
been  employed  as  the  agent  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  except  that,  instead  of  the  deposites 
being  subject  to  the  drafts  of  the  Cashier  of  the 
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Bank  of  the  United  States,  they  were,  on  this 
second  arrangemf.'nt,  to  be  drawn  out,  •'  from  lime 
lo  lime,  by  Treasury  drafts." 

In  both  cases  they  were  to  be  drawn  for  as  oc- 
casion might  require,  subject  to  the  following 
conditions,  viz : 

1.  If  in  favor  of  individuals,  to  be  paid  at 
sight. 

2.  If  in  favor  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stales, 
payable  in  sixty  days. 

It  appears,  from  Mr.  Crawford's  own  reports, 
"that,  in  1817,  an  arrangement  was  made  be- 
tween himself  and  the  Bank  of  tlie  United  States, 
by  which  the  public  funds  were  to  be  deposited  in 
the  branches  of  that  institution,  in  all  places 
where  such   branches  existed  ;  and,  where  there 


ted  States,  subject  to  the  conditions  that  apply  to 
each.  Had  he  drawn  for  the  whole  amount  of 
the  depositcs,  according  to  the  contract,  his  drafts 
could  not  have  been  discharged,  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  holders  thereof,  in  anv  thing  but  legal 
money,  and  a  protest  of  ihe  drafts  would  unques- 
tionably have  furnished  good  cause  of  action 
ar;ainst  the  bank. 

But  it  IS  manifest,  from  other  consideralionii, 
that  it  could  not  have  been  the  intention  of  the 
parties  that  the  deposites  were  not  lo  be  consid- 
ered as  a  cash  demand  upon  the  bank.  Both  par- 
lies knew,  at  the  time  of  the  contract,  that  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  would  not  receive,  ia 
payment,  any  thing  but  cash,  or  its  eqiiivalenl;  a 
contract,  therefore,  on   the  part  of  the  Bank  of 


was  no  such  branches,  the  bank  was  to  designate  ;  Missouri,  lo  pay,  if  required,  the  whole  amount  of 
certain  State  banks,  for  which  it  wuuld  be  respon-  {  the  deposites  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
sible,  and  in  which  such  public  moneys  should  be  i  must   have   been   understood   as  an  obligation  to 


deposited,"  «fcc 


i  pay  It  in  legal  money,  or  such  other  funds  as  that 


In  conformity  with  this  arrangement,  the  Bank  i  bank  would  consent  to  receive 


of  the  United  States,  having  selected  and  em- 
ployed the  Bank  of  Missouri  as  a  depository  of  the 
public  money,  became  responsible  to  the  Treasury 
Department  to  pay  cash  for  all  moneys  therein 
deposited.  This  it  could  have  had  no  motive  for 
doing,  without  a  correspondent  obligation  on  the 
part  of  the  Bank  of  Missouri.  Who  could  be 
better  judges  of  what  would  create  such  an  obli- 
gation, than  the  enlightened  President  and  Direc- 
tors of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States?  Their 
disinterested  opinion  on  the  subject  is  practically 
demonstrated  by  the  adoption  of  measures  which 
they  must  have  considered  fully  adequate  to  secure 
their  own  interest,  and  impose  upon  the  Bank  of 
Missouri  the  correspondent  obligation  above  refer- 
red to.  Their,  therefore,  not  requiring  "a  stipu- 
lation as  to  what  kind  of  money  the  Bank  of 
Missouri  should  pay,"  is  the  best  proof  that  they 
did  not  consider  any  stipulation  in  addition  to 
those  expressed  or  implied  by  the  contract,  as  ne- 
cessary to  impose  upon  that  bank  the  obligation 
lo  pay  cash. 

If,  then,  notwithstanding  the  want  of  such  a 
stipulation,  the  Bank  of  Missouri  was  answerable  j  have  found  some  means  of  exchanging  them  for 
to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  for  the  public    cash,  or  applying  them  to  the  public  service, 
deposites  as  cash,  by  what  kind  of  argument  can  ,      It  is,  however,  but  a  waste  of  time  to  dwell  upon 
it  be  demonstrated  that  the  absence  of  such  a  slip-    a  point  which  the  testimony  of  some  of  the  best 
ulation  exempted  it  from  a  similar  obligation  in  i  informed  and  most  distinguished   gentlemen    of 


If  ihe  construction  now  contended  for  by  Mr. 
Crawford  be  correct,  it  equally  applies  to  all  the 
other  banks  which  he  employed,  whose  connexion 
with  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stales  ceased  on  the 
30ih  June,  1819.  and  a  more  injudicious  arrange- 
ment, nor  one  better  calculated  to  perpetuate  "  the 
evils  of  special  deposites,"  could  not  well  have 
been  made.  They  were  not  bound  to  receive  any 
notes  which  at  the  time  of  deposite  were  not  equal 
to  cash  ;  and  if  they  might  thereafter  discharge 
the  obligations  created  by  those  deposites  in  de- 
preciated paper,  there  could  not  be  worse  manage- 
ment than  permitting  ihe  deposites  to  accumu- 
late, as  he  says  they  did  in  the  Bank  of  Missouri, 
in  rather  less  than  one  year,  to  the  amount  of  up- 
wards of  $640,000,  composed  principally  of  notes 
most  liable,  from  the  very  nature  of  the  tunes,  to 
depreciate. 

Under  such  circumstances,  however  solvent  the 
Bank  of  Missouri  might  be,  such  an  amount  of 
notes  could  not  be  kept  on  hand  so  long,  without 
danger  of  great  loss  to  the  Treasury,  and  there- 
fore it  must  have  been  bad   management  not  to 


its  subsequent   engagements  with    the   Treasury 
Department  ? 

By  the  contract,^  there  were  but  two  ways  by 
which  the  Secretary  could  claim  the  right  to  de- 
mand, or  the  bank  the  right  to  tnake,  payment. 
The  one  by  drafts  in  favor  of  individuals,  payable 
at  sight.  The  other  by  drafts  in  favor  of  ilie  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  payable  in  sixty  days.  There 
was,  therefore,  no  obligation  on  Mr.  Crawford  to 
receive  one  cent  himself,  nor  to  enter  into  an  ar- 
rangement with  other   banks  to  receive  any  part 

of  the  deposites  from  the  Bank  of  Missouri.  How,  a  committee  which  was  appointed  to  examine  the 
then,  was  he  "  bound"  to  accept  the  uncurrent  '■  report  of  the  bank,  and  which  committee  repre- 
money  which  he  received  from  that  bank?  By  I  seuts  itself  to  have  had  before  it,  and  carefully  ex- 
ihe  contract  he  could  have  lawfully  required  it  to  j  amined,  the  books,  notes,  and  such  other  papers 
pay  the  whole  amount  of  deposites,  either  on  drafts  i  of  the  bank,  as  were  necessary.  The  statement 
m  favor  of  individuals,  or  of  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- lis  '  of  moneys  on  hand,  September  6,  1819,  re- 


which  this  country  can  boast,  taken  in  this  case, 
proves  to  be  so  incompatible  with  the  general 
usage  and  practice  of  banks  in  such  cases. 

I  will,  therefore,  notice  this  part  of  Mr.  Craw- 
ford's communication  no  farther  than  to  make  a 
single  remark  upon  the  evidence,  by  which  heen- 
deavorsto  prove  that  he  was  "bound"  to  have  taken 
even  more  uncurrent  notes  than  he  did  receive 
from  the  Bank  ol  Missouri.  "  This  evidence  (says 
he)  is  statement  E,  prepared  at  the  Bank  of  Mis- 
souri, and  laid  before  the  Missouri  Legislature,  by 
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ceived  from  the  several  Receivers  of  Public  Mo-^ceived  from  the  banks.  *  ♦  *  *  In  no  other 
neys,  bfiDg  such  as  they  were  authorized  to  re- f  case  have  uncurrent  bank  notes  been  received 
ceive  by  the  Hon.  William  H.  Crawford,  Secre- 1;  from  any  bank  in  which  the  public  money  has 
ury.'     It   purports,  he  adds,  to  [been  deposited." 


tary  of  the  Treasui 

have  been  taken  from  a  register  kept  by  the  Cashier 

of  the  Iwnk  from  the  8th   of  August,  1818,  to  the 


These  are  the  assertions  of  Mr.  Crawford,  about 
which  there  can  be  no  dispute.     If,  then,  I  caa 


6th  of  September,   1819,   which  ()eriod    includes  j  show  another  case,  or  other  cases,  in  which  un 
only  twenty-seven  days  not  embraced  by  the  first  'current  bank  notes  have  been  as  clearly  received 


arrangement  under  which  the  bank  was  account 
able  ooly  in  kind.  By  this  statement  it  appears 
that  the  bank  had  then  on  hand  notes  taken  from 
Receivers,  of  a  description  not  receivable  by  it  on 
general  deposite  as  cash,  amounting  to  !$569,0G4, 
of  which  $283,757  were  of  the  kinds  transferred 
by  it  to  the  Treasury." 

In  stopping  so  short,  however,  with  his  quota- 
tion from  this  document,  he  has  omitted  a  most 
material  part  of  it,  which  overthrows  his  whole 
conclusions;  for,  in  reference  to  those  very  notes, 
the  document  states  that  though  they  had  been 
received  as  above  stated,  "the  bank  did,  at  its 
own  expense  and  risk,  convert  the  same  into  spe- 
cie." I/,  then,  this  document  is  good  for  any 
thing,  it  leaves  him  wholly  destitute  of  any  apol- 
ogy whatever  for  receiving  uncurrent  notes  from 
that  bank. 

But  waiving  all  question  of  his  obligation  to 
receive  uncurrent  notes  from  this  bank,  I  return 
to,  and  insist  upon,  a  specific  statement  contained 
in  my  communication  to  the  House,  which  I  think 
he  has  but  poorly  evaded. 

It  is  this:  "That  being  called  on  by  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  slate  the 
amount  of  uncurrent  notes  which  he  received  from 
these  banks,  he  has  misstated  it,  making  it  less 
than  it  really  was." 

To  decide  this  matter,  it  is  necessary  to  see 
both  what  he  has  said  and  what  he  has  done  in 
regard  to  it. 

In  his  report  of  the  14th  February,  1822,  page 
8,  in  replying  to  the  call  that  had  been  made  upon 
him  for  the  amount  of  uncurrent  paper  which  he 
had  received  from  certain  banks,  he  says  as  fol- 
lows, VIZ  : 

"  From  the  Bank  of  Tombigbee  there  have 
been  received  §15,311,  in  the  notes  of  the  State 
Bank  of  North  Carolina. 

"From  the  Bank  of  Missouri  there  have  been  re- 
ceived the  following  sums,  viz: 
In  notes  of  the  State  Bank  of  North  Ca- 
rolina   §42,000 

of  the  Bank  of  Nashville 
of  the  Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank 
of  Cincinnati       .         -         .         . 
of  the  Miami  Exporting  Company 
of  the  Bank  of  Cincinnati 
of  the  Bank  of  Muskingum 
of  the  Farmers,  Mechanics,  &  Man- 
ufacturers' Bank  of  Chillicothe    - 

"And,  from  the  Bank  of  Edwardsville,  there 
have  been  received  §18,562,  in  notes  of  the  Bank 
of  Kentucky  and  its  branches. 

"In  the  two  first  cases,  the  notes  were  received 
in  the  month  of  March,  1820,  and  in  the  third, 
in   October,    1821.     All   these   notes,   above   de 


i from  the  Bank  of  Missouri,  as  in  the  cases  he  has 
jmentioned,  I  make  good  my  statement.  Thisbe- 
jing  all  that  I  desire,  I  shall  content  myself  with 
but  a  single  case  at  present. 
;  In  his  Tetter  I.  No  9,  of  the  2d  March,  1820,  to 
jthe  President  of  the  Bankof  Misssouri,  he  acknow- 
ledges that,  "  in  consideration  of  a  proposition 
imade  by  Colonel  Riddick,  as  agent  of  the  Bank 
iof  .Missouri,  he  had  agreed  to  take  a  draft  "in 
favor  of  the  Bank  of  the  Stale  of  Tennessee,  pay- 
able at  Louisville,  for  §40,156,  in  notes  of  that 
bank  and  its  branches."    (See  document  66.) 

His  letter  B.  No.  25,  to  the  President  of  the 
Bank  of  Missouri,  of  the  14ih  November,  1820, 
and  the  President's  answer,  B.  No.  26,  of  the  12th 
December,  1820,  (see  document  119,)  show,  that 
ihe  said  40,156,  in  notes  of  the  Bank  of  Tennessee 
and  its  branches,  were  transmitted  to  the  Branch 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  at  Louisville,  on  the 
21sl  May,  1820,  according  lo  his  orders,  where 
ihey  were  received  by  him. 

The  Hon.  Hugh  L.  White's  testimony  shows 
that  these  notes  were  mostly  on  the  Branches 
of  ihe  Slate  Bank  of  Tennessee,  and  that  these 
Branches  had  suspended  specie  payments  some 
time  in  the  Summer  of  the  previous  year. 

These  notes,  it  will  be  seen,  are  not  included 
among  the  uncurrent  notes  which  Mr.  Crawford 
acknowledges  to  have  received, though  they  were 
equally  entitled  to  that  denomination.  I  therefore 
submit  the  naked  fact  to  the  Committee,  that  he 
did  receive  uncurrent  notes,  lo  a  considerable 
amount,  in  another  case,  besides  those  specified  in 
his  report  on  that  subject. 

Without  positively  denying  this  statement,  Mr. 
Crawford  would  seem  to  impugn  it,  by  alleging 
that  those  notes  were  immediately  placed  to  the 
credit  of  the  Treasurer,  as  cash,  by  the  Bank  of 
Tennessee.     This,  if  ever  so  correct,  cannot  dis- 
prove the  fact  I  have  alleged.     The  notes  in  the 
hand.s  of  the  Treasurer  were  as  much  a  cash  demand 
upon  the  bank,  as  any  entry  it  could  make  on  its 
books  upon  their  alleged  transfer.     But,  had  they 
been  paid  the  next  day,  it  would  not  prove  that 
they  were  not  uncurrent  when  received.     They, 
however,  remained  at  Louisville,  from  the  2lsl  of 
May,  1820,  till  January,  1822,  and  have  only  been 
discharged  by  payments  in  depreciated  paper,  to 
pensioners,  and,  possibly,  a  few  other  public  cred- 
itors ;  so  that,  if  the  Treasury  has  escaped  a  loss, 
it  has  fallen  upon  those  who  were  entitled  to  the 
gratitude  and  justice  of  their  country.   But  I  have 
not  pretended  lo  allege  any  thing  more  upon  this 
subject  than  the  mere  fact  that  more  uncurrent 
notes  were  received  than  has  been  stated  by  Mr. 
Crawford  ;  and  therefore  it  is  not  incumbent  upon 
me  10  show,  that  the  Treasury  has  sustained  any 
scribed,  were  uncurrent  at  the  time  they  were  re- 1  lo^s,  or  that  the  Bank  of  Missouri  has  gained  an 
18th  Con.  Ut  Sese.— 91 
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advantage  at  the  expense  of  the  poor  pensioners  j 
on  the  Government.  I  have  not  represented  these 
"as  notes  of  insolvent  b?nks,"  like  those  on  some 
of  the  Banks  of  Ohio  actually  were.  But,  I  Ixave 
no  doubt,  that  as  much  might  have  been  said  in 
favor  of  the  receipt  of  some  of  the  other  Tennes- 
see notes,  which  Mr.  Crawford  acknowledges  were 
uncurrent,  as  of  those  on  the  Branches  of  the  Bank 
of  Tennessee.  If,  however,  I  am  bound  to  pursue 
the  subject  further,  for  my  own  justification,  then 
certainly  I  have  a  right  to  call  for,  and  should 
wish  to  see,  the  proof  on  which  Mr.  Crawford  has 
predicated  the  statements  which  he  has  made  to 
the  Committee  on  this  subject. 

The  next  subject  to  which  I  beg  leave  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  Committee,  is,  to  my  fifth 
statement,  in  the  following  words,  viz  : 

"  That  he  has  in  his  report  to  the  House,  mis- 
represented the  obligations  of  those  banks,  or  some 
one  of  them,  at  lea>t,  and  predicated  thereon  an 
indefensible  excuse  tor  his  conduct  in  receiving 
those  uncurrent  notes." 

It  is  evident  that  I  have  been  misapprehended 
in  regard  to  this  statement.  I  certainly  never  in- 
tended to  be  understood  as  alleging  that  Mr.  Craw- 
ford had  misrepresented  the  contracts  which  were 
submitted  with  his  report ;  for  I  myself  relied  upon 
these  contracts,  and  the  fact  that  no  public  money 
had  been  received  by  the  Banks  of  Edwardsville 
and  Tombigbee,  before  the  date  of  their  respective 
contracts  to  pay  cash  for  the  deposites,  for  proof 
of  my  allegation. 

The  Committee  justly  consider  this  statement 
as  the  recapitulation  of  a  charge  previously  made  ; 
and  it  will  be  seen  that,  for  a  specification  thereof, 
I  referred  to  a  preceding  part  of  the  communica- 
tion that  contained  it.  This  is  expressed  m  the 
following  words,  viz  : 

"  Being  called  oo  by  a  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  to  stale  the  amount  of  uncur- 
rent paper  which  he  received  from  the  local  banks 
that  had  been  made  the  depositories  of  the  public 
money  received  from  the  sale  of  the  public  lands, 
he  admits  the  receipt  of  a  large  amount  from  the 
Banks  of  Edwardsville,  Missouri,  and  Tombigbee. 
But,  as  an  excuse  for  his  conduct,  he  represents 
those  notes  to  have  been  deposited  in  these  banks 
'  before  the  date  of  their  contracts,  under  which 
they  agreed  to  account  for  the  public  deposites  as 
specie.'  '■ 

My  opinion  certainly  is,  that  any  statement 
which  either  adds  to  or  diminishes  the  real  obli- 
gations of  those  banks,  must  be  a  misrepresenta- 
tion of  their  obligations;  and,  taking  Mr.  Craw- 
ford's statement  to  be  correct,  it  implies  the  exist- 
ence of  obligations  different  from  tliose  contained 
in  '•  the  contracts  submitted  with  his  report ;"  for 
the  deposites  could  not  have  been  made  "  i»<f/br<" 
the  date  of  those  contracts,  without  an  expressed 
or  implied  contract  thereupon,  which  was  not 
communicated,  but  which,  from  his  statement, 
must  be  understood  as  giving  to  those  bank>  a  right 
to  tender  the  money  which  he  received  from  them. 
My  object,  however,  was  to  show  that  he  had 
misstated  the  fact  "in  saying  that  the  uncurrent 
notes  which  he  had  received  from  the  Banks  of  Ed- 


wardsville and  Tombigbee,"  had  been  deposited 
in  these  banks  6f/or«  the  date  of  their  contracts, 
under  which  they  agreed  to  account  for  the  pub- 
lic deposites  as  specie."  And  this  statement  I  now 
beg  leave  to  submit  to  the  decision  of  the  com- 
mittee, holding  myself  ready,  if  the  committee 
have  any  doubts  on  the  subject,  to  show  that  those 
deposites  were  made  in  the  bank  after  and  not  be- 
fore the  dale  of  their  contract:)  lo  pay  cash  for 
them. 

Mr.  Crawford  has  labored  to  show  that  the  inter- 
est of  the  Western  country  required  the  employment 
of  the  local  banks  as  depositories  of  public  money. 
I  am  not  disposed  to  contest  this  point,  nor  to  deny 
that  a  judicious  employment  of  iiolvent  and  pru- 
dent local  banks  for  this  purpose,  might  have  af- 
forded some  relief,  though  the  principal  object 
which  he  seems  to  have  had  in  view  was  to  relieve 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  from  the  odium  of 
collecting  the  public  revenue,  and  converting  it 
into  available  funds,  by  substituting  the  local 
banks  for  that  purpose.  According  lo  his  arrange- 
ment, as  he  himself  has  develo])ed  it,  his  inten- 
tion was  to  render  the  public  money,  by  whom- 
soever collected,  available  wherever  the  public 
service  might  require  it.  Of  course,  whether  col- 
lected by  the  local  banks  or  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted State.s,  it  was  intended  that  all  of  it  which 
could  not  be  appropriated  to  the  public  service  in 
the  Western  should  be  transferred  to  the  Atlantic 
Slates.  The  drain  of  specie,  or  its  equivalent, 
therefore,  from  the  West,  with  the  exception  of 
the  permanent  deposites,  was  intendetl  lo  be  the 
same  in  either  case,  and  it  is  doubtful,  at  least, 
whether  the  ephemeral  relief  thus  afforded  lo  the 
Western  community,  has  not  been  more  than  over- 
balanced by  the  evils  which  finally  resulted  from 
the  injudicious  execution  and  suicidal  extension 
of  this  plan.  Certainly  great  losses  have  resulted 
from  it,  as  the  events  of  almost  every  day  exhibit, 
and  if  they  have  not  lallen  upon  the  Treasury, 
the  people  cannot  have  escaped  thero. 

The  principal  ground  of  my  objections  to  Mr. 
Crawford's  conduct  in  this  respect,  has  been  ex- 
hibited to  the  Hou.se  in  the  following  word-*,  viz: 

'•  The  most  objectionable  parts  of  his  conduct, 
in  regard  to  the>e  maiterj,  are,  his  mismanage- 
ment of  those  banks,  and  his  continuing  lo  em- 
ploy them  after  he  himself  had  become  sensible 
of  the  danger  of  doing  so." 

To  establish  this  statement,  I  rely  upon  his 
communication  lo  the  committee  to  show  that  he 
continued  the  Bank  of  Edwardsville  a  depository 
of  public  money,  after  he  was  so  convinced  of  its 
want  of  good  faith,  as  to  act,  in  other  respects, 
upon  that  opinion. 

I  rely  u{)on  his  correspondence  with  the  Banks 
of  Tombigbee,  Hunisville,  Steubenville,  and  Vin- 
cennes,  and  Governor  Jennings'  testimony  in  re- 
gard to  the  latter,  lo  show  that  he  was  apprized 
thai  there  was  danger  in  continuing  the  deposites 
in  the  three  first,  and  that  he  continued  the  latter 
a  depository  of  public  money  after  il  had  forfeited 
all  claim  lo  his  confidence,  and  proved,  to  his  own 
satisfaction,  that  it  could  not  safely  be  trusted. 

I  rely  upon  the  testimony  that  has  been  taken 
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before  the  committee,  to  prove,  1,  That  he  has 
acted  illegally  in  making  deposites  of  public 
money  in  local  banks  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, and  even  in  this  city,  without  making  report 
thereof  lo  Congress,  according  to  law.  2.  That 
he  has,  in  a  variety  of  instances,  abused  his  power 
to  make  deposites  of  the  public  money  by  actually 
making  pure  gratuitous  loans  of  them  ;  and  3, 
That  of  the  loans  which  he  thus  made,  in  1819,  a 
part  thereof  has  not  been  repaid,  and  is  in  danger 
of  being  lost. 

By  the  document  66,  A.  No.  10,  il  appears  that, 
notwithstanding  he  had  made  loans  tocertain  local 
banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  which  were  so 
crippled  as  not  to  be  able  to  continue  their  opera- 
tions without  the  assistance  he  afforded  them  from 
the  Treasury,  and  particularly  the  Mechanics' 
Bank  of  Alexandria,  whose  situation  he  well 
knew,  and  to  which  he  had  made  five  several 
loans  of  public  money,  to  enable  it  as  the  wiines- 
sess  say,  to  wind  up  its  affairs,  and  which  loans, 
or  the  major  pari  thereof,  remained  unpaid,  he 
did,  on  the  Isi  of  August,  1820,  the  year  afier 
these  loans  were  made,  direct  the  Receivers  of 
Public  Moneys  in  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Missouri, 
and  Michigan,  to  receive  the  notes  of  those  banks 
in  payment  for  public  lands. 

By  document  No.  66,  it  appears  that  the  Far- 
mers and  Mechanics'  bank  of  Cincinnati,  into 
which  he  directed  the  public  deposites  to  be  made, 
in  1819,  besides  its  other  debts,  owed  lo  the  Bank 
of  the  United  Stales  ^220,000  ;  had  issued  its  own 
notes  to  the  amount  of  S77,550,  and  had  of  spe- 
cie only  S19,43U;  and  that  he  was  twice  offered 
any  additional  security  for  the  fulfilment  of  ils 
engagements,  which  he  might  require,  but  which 
he  declined  taking. 

By  the  same  document  it  appears  that  he  de- 
clined the  offer  to  pay  interest  by  the  Bank  of 
Hunisville,  which  the  Treasury  was  justly  entitled 
to  receive  from  that  bank. 

By  his  report  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Brahan,  Re- 
ceiver of  Public  Moneys  at  Hunisville,  il  appears 
that  that  officer  had  appropriated  a  very  large 
amount  of  the  public  money  to  his  own  use;  that 
he  was  continued  in  office  an  improper  length  of 
time  after  his  misconduct  was  known  lo  Mr. 
Crawford;  that,  finally,  in  settling  with  him,  a 
large  amount  that  was  justly  due  to  the  United 
States,  as  interest  upon  the  money  which  he  had 
misapplied,  was  relinquished  ;  and  that  the  in- 
dulgence he  received,  as  to  the  time  of  repayment, 
was  more  than  he  deserved. 

By  Mr.  Crawford's  own  communication  lo  the 
committee,  he  himself  has  shown  a  case  of  a  Re- 
ceiver, which  would  have  rendered  it  improper  to 
continue  any  man  in  such  an  office,  under  the 
circumstances  which  he  has  stated. 

There  must  also  have  been  some  bad  manage- 
ment in  his  permitting  the  deposites  in  the  Bank 
of  Missouri  to  accumulate  to  the  amount  of  S726,- 
000,  when  the  Iransler  of  any  part  thereof  to  the 
Branch  Bank  of  the  United  States  at  Louisville, 
was  so  practicable  by  the  facilities  constantly  af- 
forded by  steamboat  navigation  between  St.  Louis 
and  that  place ;  in  bis  permitting  the  Bank  of 


Missouri  to  delay  the  payment  he  required  from  it 
in  June,  1819,  for  about  five  months ;  in  his  with- 
drawal, in  March,  1820,  of  his  previous  drafts 
upon  It,  and  then  agreeing  to  take  a  much  less 
sum,  and  a  great  portion  of  it  in  uncurrent  notes, 
with  an  intimation  lo  the  President  of  the  bank, 
of  ten  months  additional  indulgence,  (see  his  let- 
ter I,  No.  9,  66  ;)  and  this,  too,  at  a  time  when  the 
bank  must  have  had  in  its  vaults,  besides  its  other 
good  funds,  about  ^221,599  40,  in  specie,  which 
it  was  permitted  to  retain  and  use,  and  which 
was  $43,424  40,  more  than  the  whole  amount 
of  the  payments  stipulated  for  by  Colonel  Rid- 
dick,  as  the  agent  of  the  bank.  (See  bank  return, 
February,  1820.) 

Admitting  that  Mr.  Crawford  was  right  in  re- 
ceiving so  much  uncurrent  money  from  this  bank, 
I  ."(ubmit  il  to  the  committee  whether  he  was  not 
wrong  in  permitting  the  bank,  at  that  lime,  still 
lo  retain  such  a  large  amount  of  public  money  in 
its  possession  ;  and  for  a  more  detailed  illustra- 
tion of  this  subject,  I  beg  leave  to  invite  the  at- 
tention of  the  committee  to  the  last  document  at- 
tached to  my  communication  to  the  House,  and 
lo  a  comparison  of  the  statements  therein  con- 
tained, with  the  public  documents  to  which  they 
refer. 

I  greatly  regret  that  the  want  of  time  will  not 
permit  the  committee  to  allow  me  the  benefit  of 
testimony  that  I  otherwise  could  produce,  in  rela- 
tion lo  the  management  of  the  Banks  of  Tombig- 
bee and  Steubenville.  I  beg  leave,  however,  to 
refer  you  to  a  table,  herewith  transmitted,  which 
shows  the  amount  of  continued  deposites  in  those 
banks,  for  years  in  succession,  above  the  perma- 
nent deposites  allowed  lo  them,  respectively,  and 
to  submit  lo  you,  whether  these  deposites,  thus 
continued,  can  be  considered  in  a  less  objectiona- 
ble light  than  loans  without  interest. 

NINIAN  EDWARDS. 

June  11,  1824. 


ARGUMENT. 
To  the  Hon.  John  Floyd,  Chairman,  ^c. 
Deeply  impressed  with   the   importance  of  the 

firesent  investigation  to  myself,  personally,  I  beg 
eave,  with  unfeigned  deference  and  respect,  to 
submit  to  the  consideration  of  the  committee  the 
following  remarks : 

Sensible  1  am,  that  the  statements  of  my  ad- 
dress to  the  House,  to  use  the  language  of  the  com- 
mittee, are  such  as  should  not  be  "  lightly  made," 
and  resolved  I  am,  that,  if  they  are  "  superficially 
examined,"  il  shall  be  in  spile  of  ray  utmost  exer- 
tions. 

It  is  obvious  to  the  common  sense  of  mankind, 
and  appiirent  from  the  reasoning  of  the  commit- 
tee, that,  from  the  active  nature  of  responsibility, 
both  moral  and  official,  in  this  country,  upon  him 
who  undertakes  to  arraign  the  conduct  of  an  im- 
portant functionary,  must  the  weight  of  his  charges 
recoil,  if  he  fail  to  establish  them.  This  conside- 
ration, while  it  furnishes  a  motive  for  zeal  and 
perseverance  on  my  part,  is  calculated  to  opprei^s 
me  with  mortification,  at  finding  that  the  com- 


y  1 1 


2887 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


2888 


(mm  of  Ninian  Edwards. 


1 


2889 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


2890 


11 


4   I  \ 


mittee  have  given  this  decided  and  injurious  di- 
reetion  to  the  statements  which  they  think  fit  to 
denominate  charges,  contained  in  my  address, 
after  they  had  commanded,  and  before  they  could 
procure,  my  appearance  for  the  purpose  of  explain- 
ing and  enforcmg  those  statements. 

This  having  been  done,  I  trust  I  shall  be  par- 
doned for  endeavoring  to  show,  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  committee,  that  the  course  of  reasoning, 
by  which  it  was  effected,  is  not  authorized  either 
by  the  facts  admitted  by  themselves,  or  by  the  evi- 
dence which  was  presented  to  them. 

To  relieve  this  subject,  as  far  as  may  be,  from 
the  complexity  of  words  and  inferences  in  which 
it  is  involved,  I  must  be  permitted  to  define,  be- 
yond the  power  of  misinterpretation,  the  charac- 
ter and  import  of  the  statements  which  I  made,  and 
to  claim,  if  I  show  that  they  are  sustained,  by  the 
facts  and  evidence  offered  to  the  committee,  relief 
from  the  culpable  responsibility  with  which  their 
report  has  a  tendency  to  burden  me,  and  from  the 
onerous  task  of  investigating  motives,  which  my 
address  does  not  assign,  or  of  abiding,  in  the  ac- 
countable position  indicated  by  the  committee, 
the  result  of  a  moral  inquiry,  which,  however  it 
may  comport  with  the  partiality  of  Mr.  Craw- 
ford's friends,  is  certainly  excursive  and  gratuitous 
in  reference  to  the  statements  which  I  had  the 
honor  to  advance.  These  the  committee,  not  ad- 
verting to  the  document  by  which  they  were  oc- 
casioned, have  denominated  charges,  and,  as  such, 
they  are  fairly  and  conveniently  susceptible  of  a 
division  into  two  general  heads,  each  of  which 
may  be  supported  by  maintaining  the  specifica- 
tions upon  which  they  depend. 

According  to  this  arrangement,  the  first  is  to 
this  effect,  viz  :  That  tKe  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, the  Hon.  Wm.  H.  Crawford,  has  mismanaged 
the  national  funds ;  and  the  second  amounts  to 
this  :  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  been 
guilty  of  neglect  of  official  duty. 

In  order  to  sustain  these  charges,  I  shall  follow 
the  example  of  the  committee,  and  shall,  in  the 
first  place,  recite  the  resolution  of  Congress  ofSOih 
April,  1816,  which  declares  "That  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  required  and 
directed  to  adopt  such  measures  as  he  may  deem 
necessary,  to  cause,  as  soon  as  may  be,  all  duties, 
taxes,  debts,  or  suras  of  money,  accruing,  or  be- 
coming payable  to  the  United  States,  to  be  col- 
lected and  paid,  in  legal  currency  of  the  United 
States,  or  Treasury  notes,  or  notes  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  as  by  law  provided  and  de- 
clared, or  in  the  notes  of  banks  which  are  payable 
and  paid  on  demand,  in  the  said  legal  currency  of 
the  United  States;  and  that,  from  and  after  the 
20th  day  of  February  next,  no  such  duties,  taxes, 
debts,  or  suras  of  money,  accruing,  or  becoming 
payable  to  the  United  States,  as  aforesaid,  ought 
to  be  collected  or  received,  otherwise  than  in  the 
legal  currency  of  the  United  States,  or  in  notes  of 
banks  which  are  payable,  and  paid,  on  demand, 
10  the  said  legal  currency  of  the  United  States." 

By  the  terms  of  this  resolution,  it  is  not  only 
plain  to  the  understanding  of  every  man,  but  ex- 
pressly declared  by  the  committee,  it  was  made 


"^  obviously  imperative"  on  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  after  the  20th  February,  1817,  "  to  allow 
nothing  to  be  received  for  debts  due  to  the  United 
States,  but  the  legal  currency  of  the  United  States, 
Treasury  notes,  notes  of  the  Bank  ot  the  United 
States,  or  of  those  of  Stale  Banks,  the  notes  of 
which  were  payable,  and  paid,  on  demand,  ia 
cash." 

In  conformity  with  the  mjunctions  of  this  reso- 
lution, and  with  the  act  incorporating  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  an  arrangement,  (agreement,) 
it  IS  affirmed  by  the  committee,  was  concluded,  in 
the  early  part  of  1817,  between  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  and  that  institution,  by  which  it  was 
stipulated  that  the  public  funds  were  to  be  depos- 
ited in  the  Branches  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  in  all  places  where  such  branches  existed ; 
and,  in  others,  that  bank  was  to  select  and  desig- 
nate certain  State  Banks,  for  which  it  was  to  be 
responsible,  and  in  which  such  public  moneys 
were  to  be  deposited  ;  and  notes  of  all  banks,  whose 
paper  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  would  re- 
ceive, in  deposite,  as  cash,  atui  none  other,  were  to 
be  received  on  sales  of  the  public  lands.  On  the 
30th  June,  1818,  this  agreement,  it  is  stated  by  the 
committee,  terminated,  at  the  instance  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States;  and,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances attending  this  fact,  the  Secretary 
entered  into  agreements  with  certain  State  Banks, 
by  which  they  were  employed  as  points  of  deposite 
and  instruments  of  transfer  for  the  public  money, 
in  the  course  of  its  collection  and  disbursement. 
Engagements,  of  this  description,  were  effected  by 
the  Secretary  with  the  Bank  of  Mis.<;ouri,  on  the 
1st  of  August,  1818,  with  the  Bank  of  Edwards- 
ville,  on  the  1st  of  February.  1819,  and  with  those 
of  Illinois,  Huntsville,  and  Tombigbee,  about  the 
same  time.  Soon,  however,  it  is  declared  by  the 
committee,  this  connexion  between  the  Slate 
Banks  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was 
extended  in  its  application,  and  varied  in  its  obli- 
gations. A  greater  number  of  banks  were  em- 
braced by  it,  and  more  favorable  conditions  were 
allowed  them.  It  was  agreed  that,  as  an  equiv- 
alent for  the  risk  and  expense  of  deposite  and 
transfer,  the  use  of  a  stipulated  sum  should  be 
permitted  them,  as  a  permanent  deposite,  which 
was  not  to  be  withdrawn,  except  in  a  certain  spe- 
cified case. 

The  substance  of  this  agreement  between  the 
Trtasury  and  these  State  banks,  is  expressed  by 
the  committee  in  the  following  words: 

1.  "  That  the  bank  should  receive  in  deposite, 
to  the  credit  of  the  Treasury,  as  cash,  from  the 
Receivers  of  Public  Moneys,  all  the  current  notes 
of  such  banks  as  maintain  cash  payments;  with 
power,  however,  to  discontinue  to  receive  the  notes 
of  any  particular  bank,  on  giving  reasonable  no- 
tice of  such  intention  to  the  Receiver. 

2.  "That  the  bank  should  pay,  at  sight,  all 
drafts  from  the  Treasury ;  and  should  also  trans- 
fer, on  request,  all  sums  on  hand  beyond  the 
amount  of  the  stipulated  permanent  deposite,  to 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  or  certain  enu- 
merated Branches  of  that  Bank,  and  that  a  fixed 
sum  should  remain  in  the  bank,  as  before  men- 
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tioned,  a?  a  permanent  deposite,  to  be  transferred, 
however,  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  in  six 
months  after  the  termination  of  the  agreement. 

3.  "That,  if  the  money  were  wanted  for  dis- 
bursement in  the  neighborhood  of  the  banks,  it 
might  be  drawn  for  at  sight,  notwithstanding  such 
drafts  might  reduce  the  periuauent  deposite  below 
the  stipulated  sum. 

"  The  amount  of  this  permanent  deposite  was 
to  be  increased,  if  it  should  appear  that  the  bank 
should  receive  and  transfer  such  large  sums  as 
that  the  expense  thei  !  should  not  be  considered 
as  compensated  by  the  benefit  of  the  deposite 
which  had  been  stipulated.  It  was  also  prescribed 
that  the  bank  should  render  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  and  to  the  Treasurer,  duplicate 
monthly  returns  of  its  accounts  with  the  Treasurer; 
and  to  the  Secretary,  confidential  monthly  returns 
of  the  state  of  it;>  own  affairs,  showing,  also,  the 
credits  of  all  public  officers,  in  the  bank  ;  and  also, 
quarterly  lists  or  returns  of  all  its  debtors,  to  the 
end  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  might  de- 
termine on  the  propriety  of  continuing  the  public 
deposite  in  such  bank.'' 

The  effect  of  this  arrangement  is  thus  summed 
up  by  the  committee. 

"The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  the 
permanent  deposite  allowed  to  each  bank,  respec- 
tively, as  the  equivalent  for  the  services  rendered, 
or  expected  to  be  rendered,  by  it  to  the  Treasury : 
Bank  of  Steubenville       -         -        -  ^50,000 
Bank  of  ChiUicothe         ...   100,000 
Franklin  Bank  of  Columbus   -         -     20,000 
Farmers  and    Mechanics'   Bank  of 

Indiana        .        -        -        - 
Bank  of  Illinois  at  Shawneetown 
Branch  Bank  of  Kentucky  at  Lou 

isville  -  -  -  -  - 
Bank  of  Tombigbee  at  St.  Stephen's  100,000 
Planters  and  Merchants'  Bank  of 
Huntsville  -  -  -  -  - 
Bank  of  Missouri  -  -  -  - 
Bank  ol"  Vincennes  -  -  -  . 
Bank  of  Edwardsville  -  -  - 
Farmers  and   Mechanics'  Bank  of 

Cincinnati  -  -  .  -  .  100,000 
"  The  amount  of  these  permanent  deposites  is 
nine  hundred  thousand  dollars;  the  interest  on 
which  sum,  at  six  per  cent.,  would  be  fifty  four 
thousand  dollars."  And  I  allege,  in  support  of 
my  fir,st  charge,  that,  by  means  of  it,  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States  was  made  to  pay  to  the  State 
hanks  enumerated,  the  sum  of  $$54,000,  annually, 
for  receiving  and  transferring  the  public  money: 
service  which  the  Bank  of  tlie  United  States  was 
bound,  by  the  provisions  of  its  charter,  as  well  as 
by  the  agreement  of  the  early  part  of  1817,  to  per- 
form, without  compensation. 

This  allegation  the  Committee  declare  to  be  un- 
founded. They  consider  that  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  was  bound  to  transfer  no  other  de- 
scription of  public  funds,  than  cash  funds  ;  and  in 
order  to  sustain  their  declaration,  they  affirm  that 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  not  bound  to 
receive  in  deposite  "  as  cash,  the  bills  of  any  banks 
luit  Its  own."     In  this  affirmation  there  appears  to 
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me  to  be  something  of  a  fallacy,  the  detection  of 
which  may,  perhaps,  induce  the  Committee  to 
doubt  the  correctness  of  their  construction  of  this 
obligation  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  By 
the  circular  of  the  Treasury  to  the  State  banks, 
under  date  of  the  Isi  of  July,  1818,  announcing 
the  termination  of  the  agreement  between  the  for- 
mer and  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  ex- 
pressing conditions,  upon  the  acceptance  of  which 
the  advantage  of  deposite  and  the  services  of  trans- 
fer between  the  former  and  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  were  extended  to  these  banks,  they  are  in- 
structed, in  relation  to  all  sums  deposited  subse- 
quently to  the  30th  June,  1818 — the  period  at 
which  the  agreement  with  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  expired — "to  enter  them,  as  heretofore,  to 
the  credit  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  for 
the  use  of  the  United  States."  And  in  his  letter 
to  this  institution,  of  the  30ih  June,  the  Secretary 
maintains,  earnestly  and  successfully,  the  existence 
of  a  complete  right  in  the  Treasury  to  hold  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  responsible  for  what- 
ever "moneys  were  deposited  to  its  credit  in  the 
State  banks;"  and,  after  remarking  that  "an  ex- 
amination of  the  returns  made  by  the  bank  to  the 
Treasury,  of  the  public  money  in  its  possession, 
for  which  the  Treasurer  [of  the  United  States]  is 
credited,  supports  this  position,"  he  alleges,  ia 
illustration  of  it,  "for  whatever  the  bank  has 
charged  itself,  in  its  account  with  the  Treasury, 
except  for  the  special  deposites,  it  is,  I  presume,  m 
point  of  law  and  common  sense,  responsible.  The 
special  deposites  were  entered  to  the  credit  of  the 
Treasury,  upon  the  express  stipulation  that  the 
bank  should  not  be  accountable  until  they  were 
converted  into  specie,  or  into  bills  admitted  by  the 
bank  to  be  equal  to  specie."  He  adds,  below,  "I 
am  persuaded  that  the  facts,  and  inferences  drawn 
from  them,  in  the  preceding  pages,  will  be  suffi- 
cient to  show  that  the  responsibility,  deemed  so 
extraordinary  by  the  Directors,  has  oeen  assumed 
from  the  date  of  the  arrangement,  and  continues 
to  the  present  moment  unimpaired." 

These  extracts  establish  the  following  conclu- 
sions, viz  :  That,  up  to  the  moment  when  the  Sec- 
retary permitted  the  obligation  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  to  expire  (as  he  says  in  his  circu- 
lar of  the  1st  of  July  following)  "by  agreement," 
that  institution  was  responsible  in  cash  for  all  the 
public  funds  received  by  it  on  deposite,  except  soch 
in  regard  to  which  the  contrary  was  expressly 
stipulated,  and  that,  consequently,  it  was  bound  to 
transfer  them  at  the  will  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  free  of  expense  and  without  compensa- 
tion. This,  it  is  admitted  by  the  Committee,  it 
was  bound  to  do,  in  reference  to  "  cash  funds" — a 
description  from  which  it  will  be  difficult  to  ex- 
clude all  sums,  not  held  as  special  deposites;  for 
all  other  funds  were  entered  by  the  bank,  as  the 
Secretary  declares,  and  as  the  returns  of  the  bank 
prove,  to  the  credit  of  the  United  Sutes;  and  of 
course  represented  such  an  amount  of  ready  money, 
or  pecuniary  force,  at  the  disposal  of  the  Secretary, 
on  the  books  of  the  bank.  Cash  funds  is  a  phrase 
not  restricted  to  coin,  or  the  precious  metals;  for 
no  one  will  deny  that  ready  money  is  cash,  and 
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that  S1,000  in  United  Stales'  Bank  notes  is  $1,- 

000  cash. 

These  extracts  further  exhibit  the  proper  and 
admitted  distinction  between  general  and  special 
deposites.  They  show,  as  would  appear,  ex  vi  ter- 
mini, that  all  sums  not  received  expressly  as  spe- 
cial deposites,  were  considered  as  general  deposites, 
were  credited  to  the  United  States  as  cash,  and 
under  that  description  were  embraced  by  the  obli- 
gation of  the  bank  to  transfer  the  cash  funds  of  the 
United  States,  at  the  request  or  order  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury.  It  follows,  then,  that,  ac- 
cording to  the  Secretary's  own  showing,  the  Bank 
of  the  United  Slates  was  under  an  obligation  to 
the  United  States  to  transfer  all  public  funds, 
other  than  special  deposites,  received  by  it  or  its 
branches,  or  by  the  State  banks  it  had  designated,  at 
the  request  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  free 
of  all  expense,  and  without  compensation;  and  it 
can  hardly  be  denied  that,  when  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  "  by  agreement,"  as  he  declares,  per- 
mitted the  bank  to  withdraw  from  this  obligation, 
and  agreed  to  allow  certain  State  banks  §54,000 
annually,  (a  fact  which  is  not  disputed,)  for  per- 
forming the  very  same  services,  he  voluntarily  in- 
creased the  annual  expenditure  of  the  Treasury  by 
that  amount;  relinquished  "by  agreement,"  a 
right  which,  by  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  and  its  own  engagement  with  him, 
he  held  in  the  fiscal  services  oi  that  institution, 
and  then  gave  to  the  State  banks  §54,000  annu- 
ally, for  a  right  to  command  the  same  fiscal  servi- 
ces from  them. 

This  new  agreement,  injudiciously  extended  and 
carelessly  executed,  I  have  ventured  to  denomi- 
nate, in  what  the  committee  consider  my  first 
charge,  "  mismanaging  the  public  funds,"  nor  am 

1  now  able  to  devise  a  more  appropriate  expres- 
sion. Thecommitiee  would,  probably,  have  come 
to  the  same  conclusion  in  regard  to  this  subject, 
but  for  what  I  suppose  to  be  the  fallacy,  which,  as 
already  intimated,  they  admitted  into  their  reason- 
ing, of  restraining  the  import  of  the  word  cath  to 
the  synonyme  of  coin  ;  and  of  considering  the 
public  funds  as  consisting  of  other  than  such  as 
were  cash,  or  equivalent  to  coin,  and  such  as  were 
not;  a  mode  of  classification  which  implies,  ob- 
viously, that  the  parts  are  greater  than  the  whole. 

Under  their  favorable,  but,  as  I  conceive,  erro- 
neous view  of  this  part  of  the  Secretary's  conduct, 
which,  in  a  private  individual,  would  be  consid- 
ered highly  indiscreet,  the  committee  justify  it  as 
conformable  "to  usage  for  many  years,"  and  to 
the  practice  of  different  officers  at  the  head  of 
the  Treasury,  of  assuming  that  it  was  their  duty 
"  to  manage  the  public  funds  in  a  manner  similar 
to  the  case  here  investigated."  But  this  reference 
to  antecedent  usage,  is  not  likely  to  strengthen 
the  position  it  was  intended  to  support.  The  duty 
of  Mr.  Crawford,  and  the  usage  of  the  Treasury, 
were  necessarily  repugnant;  for  the  resolution  of 
1816,  and  the  law  incorporating  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  were  adopted  for  the  express  pur- 
pose of  correcting  the  evil  of  usage,  which,  accord- 
ing to  the  admission  of  the  committee,  was  evi- 
dentiyin  disregard  of  law."     Therefore,  when  they 


prove,  as  they  do  prove,  that  the  management  of 
Mr.  Crawford  was  in  conformity  to  usage,  and  the 
practice  of  his  predecessors,  they  prove  it  was 
"  evidently  in  disregard  of  law  ;"  was  contrary  to 
the  resolution  of  1816,  which  thus  themselve.s  de- 
clare "  made  it  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  to  cor- 
rect this  departure  from  law  ;"  and  thus  demon- 
strate not  only  that  he  mismanaged  the  public 
funds;  but  that  he  violated,  at  the  same  time,  both 
his  duty  and  the  law. 

If  these  permanent  deposites,  and  the  accumu- 
lated sums  which  were  patiently  permitted  to  re- 
main in  some  of  those  banks,  are  not  to  be  consid- 
ered gratuitous  loans,  and  an  illegal  employment 
of  the  public  money,  the  loans  which,  it  is  now  in 
proof  before  the  committee,  the  Secretal^  had 
made  to  various  banks  of  this  District,  cannot  fail 
to  satisfy  the  committee  that  the  charge  of  «nis- 
managing  the  national  funds  has  been  clearlycs- 
tablished. 

The  corruption  of  the  British  Parliament,  and 
the  illegal  conduct  of  the  British  Ministry,  are 
subjects  of  frequent  and  just  reprobation,  as  t?fe 
purity  of  our  Legislature,  and  the  exact  subservi- 
ence of  every  branch  of  our  Executive  to  the  laws 
of  the  land,  are  deemed  causes  of  satisfaction  and 
sources  of  pride.  When  Mr.  Pitt,  whose  influence 
in  Parliament  was  as  transcendant  as  his  fame, 
undertook,  at  a  period  of  great  commercial  pres- 
sure, and  at  a  calamitous  season  of  war,  to  make  a 
loan  of  £40,000  to  the  house  of  Boyd  &  Benfield, 
the  subject  was  brought  before  Parliament,  and 
as  the  loan,  though  not  gratuitous,  was  found  to 
be  "  no  legal  employment  of  public  funds,"  and, 
although  the  opposition  admitted  there  was  no 
ground  to  impute  improper  motives  to  the  Prenaier, 
It  was  declared  by  the  House  of  Commons,  aji^aVt 
of  dangerous  usurpation  ;  and  to  prevent  its  being 
assumed  as  a  precedent,  or  extended  into  usage,  as 
well  as  to  acquit  this  powerful  and  celebrated 
minister  of  moral  or  official  liability,  on  account 
of  it,  a  bill  of  indemnity  was  introduced  by  one  of 
his  friends,  and  passed  into  a  law.  ^.^ 

Here  it  is  to  be  observed,  that  the  loan  of  Mr. 
Pitt  was  advanced  (even  as  Mr.  Whitbread  con- 
fessed,) on  unquestionable  securities.  Those  of 
Mr.  Crawford  do  not  appear  to  have  been  so  safely 
provided  for.  On  Mr.  Pill's  loan  no  loss  occurred. 
A  considerable  part  of  Mr.  Crawford's  loans  is  yet 
endangered,  and  probably  will  be  lost.  Mr.  Pitt's 
loan  carried  interest.  Mr.  Crawford's  were  made 
without  any  such  stipulation.  If  Mr.  Pitt's  con- 
duct could  be  exculpated  only  by  an  act  of  Parlia- 
ment, can  Mr.  Crawford's  be  justified  in  the  teeth 
of  an  act  of  Congress?  In  this  case,  let  me^'sk. 
would  not  the  vital  principle  of  our  Governrpent 
be  lost  sight  of  ?  This  is  a  Government  of  laws. 
Responsibility  is  the  soul  of  the  Republic,  and  is 
intended,  like  gravitation  in  the  material  world, 
to  hold  every  orb  and  every  atom,  every  officer 
and  every  citizen,  in  their  legal  position.  It  was 
intended  to  prevent  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
from  commuting  any  act  which  could  be  justly 
called  "  no  legal  employment  of  the  public  funds;" 
and  will  hardly  be  satisfied  by  the  declaration,  that 
any  officer  of  the  Government,  but  especially  the 
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head  of  the  Treasury,  can  employ  the  national  j  that  which  (they  say)  declares  that  this  bank  was 
funds  in  disregard  of  law,  and  yet  not  mismanage  i  unworthy  ol  credit  at  the  time  the  public  money 
them.  Surely  there  is  something  less  secured  in  i  was  suffered  to  accumulate  in  it  to  a  large  and 
the  public  treasure  of  the  United  States  than  in  I  improper  amount;  they  admit  that,  at  one  time, 
that  of  England.  |  this   accumulation   amounted   to   ^726,000,   and 

Having  proved,  clearly,  by  the  declarations  of'  then  affirm  that  the  propriety  of  permitting  this 
the  Secretary,  and  the  expressions  of  the  commit-  |  slate  of  things  is  a  question  of  prudence,  depend- 
tee,  that  the  former  relinquished,  "by  agreement,"  ing  on  the  solidity  of  the  institution.  I  endeavor 
on  the  30th  June,  IBIS,  the  right  of  the  United  i  to  show,  in  my  address  to  the  House,  that,  ia 
States  to  the  fiscal  instrumentality  of  the  Bank  of  j  reference  to  this  enormous  accumulation,  the  lim- 
the  United  Stales,  in  the  collection  and  disburse-  j  ited  capital,  and  excessive  issues  of  the  Bank  of 
ment  of  the  national  funds,  and  employed,  by  con- 1  Missouri,  left  nothing  like  a  substantial  or  reason- 
ditions  offered  to  them,  on  the  1st  July  following,  able  security  to  the  United  States.  But  the  com- 
ihe  instrumentality  of  ceriain*Slate  banks,  for  the  j  miitee,  not  denying  the  justness  of  this  inference, 
same  purpose;  and  having  shown  that,  when,  seem  to  avoid  it  by  affirming  that  my  estimate  of 
shortly  after  the  laiterdate,an  extended  agreement  '  the  capital  of  this  bank  is  incorrect,  inasmach  as 
was  entered  into  on  conditions  more  favorable  to  \  it  does  not  comprehend  the  amount  of  permanent 
these  banks,  allowing  them,  as  an  equivalent,  or  '  deposite  as  part  of  its  capital,  and,  as  raising  the 
rather  as  pay,  for  similar  instrumentality,  §54,000,  I  latter  to  such  a  proportion  to  the  amount  of  its 
annually,  by  way  of  interest  on  permanent  deiy)s-  '  issues  of  paper,  as  would  give  it,  in  relation  to  the 
ites  ;  and  having  also  shown  that  the  Secretary  ;  whole  sum  of  public  money  confided  to  it,  the 
has  made  various  loans  of  the  public  money,  I  ,  character  of  solidity.  The  reasoning  involved  in 
shall  proceed  to  a  subject  connected  with  my  sec-  this  affirmation  cannot  be  maintained.  If  the 
ond  charge.  |  bank  had  lost  its  solvency  from  the  excess  of  its 

This  imputes  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  issues  above  the  amount  of  its  capital,  a  common 
without  any  investigation  of  his  motives,  neglect  I  creditor  would  hardly  be  persuaded,  in  order  to 
of  duty.  In  relation  to  it,  the  committee  admit '  secure  a  debt  of  §576,000,  due  to  him  from  the 
that  the  act  of  Congress  incorporating  the  Bank  bank,  to  lend  it  §150,000  more,  to  add  to  its  capi- 
of  the  United  States,  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  i  tal,  and  restore  its  proper  proportion  to  the  issues 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  employ  the  offices  of  of  the  institution.  This  step  might  be  beneficial 
that  institution  as  places  of  deposite  for  the  public  ,  to  the  other  creditors,  and  friendly  in  regard  to 


the  stockholders  and  officers,  but,  except  in  this 
benevolent  light,  would  certainly  be  considered 
folly  on  the  part  of  the  creditor.  The  proportion, 
then,  between  the  capital  and  the  circulation  of 
this  bank,  upon  the  fitness  of  which  the  commit- 
tee declare  the  prudence  of  accumulating  §726,000 
of  public  money  in  it,  depended,  is  not  as  §360,- 


funds,  in  preference  to  all  other  banks,  unless,  for 
special  reasons,  he  should  think  fit  to  use  other 
banks  for  the  purpose;  and,  in  that  case,  the 
special  reasons  are  to  be  communicated  to  Con- 
gress by  the  Secretary,  at  its  then,  or  its  next  ses- 
sion. This  communication  the  committee  pro- 
nounce, and  the  Secretary  confesses,  he  failed  to         _ 

make.  I  may  safely  rest  the  truth  of  my  second  00()  is  to  §430,000,  but  as  §210,000  is  to  §430,000; 
charge  on  tliis  admission,  since  a  failure  in  an  and  the  amount  hazarded  ia  deposite,  by  the  See- 
officer  of  the  United  States,  from  any  cause,  lo  retary  of  the  Treasury,  stands  related  to  the  capi- 
comply  with  the  directions  of  a  law  prescribing  tal  of  the  bank  to  which  it  was  confided,  not  in 
his  duties,  is,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  a  neglect  the  proportion  of  §526,000  to  §360,000,  but  in 
of  duty.  The  Secretary,  however,  accounts  for  that  of  §726,000  to  §210,000;  and  this  §210,000, 
it,  and  the  committee  justify  it  upon  the  ground  -  endangered  by  its  disadvantageous  and  inadequate 
ot  inadvertence.  |  proportion  to  an  admitted   excessive  amount  of 

The  admission  of  inadvertence,  in  this  case,  is  issues.  Besides,  this  nominal  capital  of  §210,000 
a  concession  of  neglect  of  duty  so  complex,  that  it  was  subjected  to  the  pressure  of  other  exhausting 
may  fairly  be  denominated  a  violation  of  duly  ;  i  operations.  The  discounts  to  the  stockholders 
for,  as  the  object  of  the  law,  in  requiring  the  and  directors  were  made  on  a  pledge  of  their 
prompt  communication  of  these  special  reasons,  i  stock,  so  that,  to  this  extent,  that  species  of  finan- 
was  not  only  to  know  that  they  existed,  but  also  cial  capacity,  which  §100  of  capital  may  repre- 
to  know  that  they  were  suflicient,  a  failure  to  i  sent,  and  authorize  §150,  in  issues,  was  de- 
make  the  communication,  if  justified  by  inadvert-    stroyed. 

ence,  is  justified  only  as  to  the  existence  of  the  ,  As  this  proposition  of  the  committee  cannot  be 
special  reasons,  and  leaves  the  Secretary  more  sustained,  the  force  of  my  statement,  which  it  was 
directly  obnoxious  to  the  charge  of  having  pro-  ,  intended  to  obviate,  stilt  bears  upon  the  conduct 
ceeded  in  the  business  upon  reasons  that  were  in-  of  the  Secretary,  and  demonstrates  that,  in  his  in- 
sufficient, a  charge  which,  if  substantiated  by  in- 1  tercourse  with  the  Bank  of  Missouri,  he  not  only 
quiry,  could  not,  from  its  nature,  be  justified  by  was  guilty  of  neglecting  his  duly,  but  of  misman- 
inadvertence,  but  would  infallibly  discredit  either    aging  ihe  public  funds. 

the  judgment  or  the  integrity  of  the  presiding  ,  In  my  address  lo  the  House,  it  was  alleged  that 
officer  of  the  Treasury.  |  the  Secretary  had  neglected  lo  exact  monibly  re- 

After  recapitulating  my  statements  in  regard  to  !  turns,  and  quarterly  lists  of  its  debtors,  from  this 
the  intercourse  between  the  Secretary  and  the  1  bank,  and  thus  disregarded  the  means  in  his 
Bank  of  Missouri,  the  committee  remark  upon  i  power  of  underittanding  the  condiiioa  of  the  bank, 
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and  of  providiag  against  any  loss  which  might 
occur  to  the  United  States  froni  the  embarrass- 
ment  or  insolvency  of  this  institution.  This  fact 
is  admitted  by  the  committee  to  its  full  extent,  but 
is  not  viewed  by  them  as  evincing  neglect  of  duty, 
or  censurable  inattention  to  the  interests  of  the 
United  States,  although,  in  the  Secretary's  con- 
tract with  this  bank,  (as  represented  by  the  com- 
mittee,) these  returns,  &c.,  are  carefully  insisted 
on,  in  order  "solely  to  aid  the  Secretary  in  deter- 
mining the  propriety  of  continuing  or  di^icontmu- 
ing  the  arrangement  with  the  bank." 

In  considering  my  statement,  wiiich  falls  under 
both  charges,  and  imports  that  the  Secretary 
received  a  large  amount  of  uncurrent  paper  from 
the  Bank  of  Alissouri,  the  Committee  declare  this 
institution  was  not  bound  by  the  condition  pro- 
posed to  it  by  the  Secretary,  previously  to  the  9ih 
August,  1819,  to  receive  as  cash,  on  account  of  tiie 
United  States,  such  sums  as  the  Receivers  should 
deposite  in  it,  but  was  responsible  for  the  same 
only  in  kind.  But  this,  if  correct,  does  not  dimin- 
ish, but  only  removes,  to  an  earlier  point,  the  mis- 
management of  the  Secretary.  It  appears  to  place 
him  in  a  dilemma.  If  his  contract  with  the  liank 
of  Missouri  did  not,  as  is  stated,  secure  to  him  the 
right  of  general  deposite  and  transfer,  to  the  same 
extent,  that,  by  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  his  contract  with  that  bank,  he  pos- 
sessed that  right,  it  follows  that  he  was  indiscreet 
in  permitting  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  to 
withdraw  from  this  obligation,  before  he  could 
impose  it  on  another  bank.  And  if,  as  may  be 
inferred  from  the  observations  of  the  Committee, 
it  was  proper  that  the  Secretary  should  receive,  in 
kind,  notes  which,  under  the  contract  with  the 
Bank  of  Missouri  had  been  for  months  dejwsited 
to  the  credit  of  the  United  States,  because,  at  the 
time  they  were  deposited  they  were  good,  it  would 
seem  that  a  custom-house  bond  might  be  dis- 
charged, when  it  became  due,  in  notes,  however 
depreciated,  provided  they  had  been  good  at  the 
date  bfahe  bond. 

To  justify  this  unwise  and  irregular  proceed- 
ing upon  the  ground  that,  from  the  conjectures  of 
the  Secretary,  no  ultimate  loss  will  be  sustained 
by  the  United  Stales  on  the  uncurrent  paper 
received,  would  be  to  proceed  upon  a  principle 
which  would  allow  of  every  species  of  specula- 
tion, on  his  part,  with  the  public  funds — a  princi- 
ple at  war  with  integrity  and  prudence  in  fiscal 
operations,  and  with  the  practice  and  regulations 
of  this  and  other  countries. 

In  the  British  House  of  Commons,  the  first 
charge  brought  against  Lord  Melville,  was,  not 
for  the  loss  or  waste  of  the  public  funds,  but  for 
permitting  their  mismanagement  by  a  subordinate 
officer,  who  had  deposited  them  in  private  banks, 
in  a  manner  similar  in  ail  respects  to  the  opera- 
tions of  the  American  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
with  this  only  difference,  that  the  British  Govern- 
ment sustained  no  loss  by  this  malversation  of 
Mr.  Trotter.  It  was  the  practice^  and  not  the  eveni, 
which  was  denounced  before  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. "  I  am  appalled  (said  Mr.  Whiibrcad)  at 
the  redeciiuQ  of  uo  less  than  thirty-four  millions 


of  the  public  properly  having  passed  through  Lord 
Melville's  paymaster's  hands.  Why,  sir,  the  re- 
port states  explicitly  that  upwards  of  eight  mil- 
lions had  been  in  the  hands  of  his  private  bankers, 
and  nearly  seven  millions  more  are  allowed  to 
have  passed  through  (he  same  channel.  I  cannot 
but  think  that  this  negligent  criminality  is  deserv- 
ing the  severest  reprehension." 

Mr.  Pitt,  the  warm  and  powerful  advocate  of 
Lord  Melville,  was  forced  by  a  sense  of  truth  to 
confess  that  this  permitted  misapplication  of  the 
public  money  contrary  to  law,  though  ''without 
actual  loss  to  the  State,"  was  not  to  be  justified  ; 
was  constrained  to  advise  the  erasure  of  his  friend's 
name  from  the  list  of  Privy  Councillors ;  and  thus 
expressed  to  his  admiring  country  the  conflict  be- 
tween the  tenderness  of  his  friendship  and  the  sub- 
limity of  his  patriotism.  '*  I  am  not  (said  that 
magnanimous  man)  ashamed  to  confess  that  I 
haye  not  given  this  advice  without  a  bitter  pang. 
I  will  not  erase  from  my  bosom  the  feelings  of 
private  friendship." 

When  the  report  of  the  Committee  was  framed, 
the  only  evidence  which  was  known  to  exist  that 
I  gave  the  advice  represented  in  my  Address,  to 
the  Receiver  at  Edwardsville,  was  my  own  sol- 
emn declaration  to  that  effect,  and  my  publication 
of  1819,  announcing  my  intention  ot  witiidraw- 
ing  from  the  directorship  of  the  Bank  of  Edwards- 
ville.    Ui>on  this  evidence  the  Committee  thought 
fit  to  admit,  ''that  there  was  no  doubt  Mr.  Ed- 
wards gave  such  advice  as  he  represents  to  the 
Receiver;"  and  at  the  same  time,  and  against  the 
same   evidence,    they  deny    "that    the    Receiver 
wrote  on  the  subject  of  (his  advice  to  the  Secre- 
tary."    For  this  discrepancy,  there  is  no  apparent 
reason.     The  second  fact  is  as  credible  at  least  as 
the  first;  indeed  the  admission  of  the  first  seems 
to  establish  the  probability  of  the  second — a  prob- 
ability not  Weakened  by  the  remark  of  the  Com- 
mittee, that,  inasmuch  as  the  same  person  was 
the  Receiver  of  Public  Money  and  President  of 
the  Bank,  "it  is  hardly  probable  that  as  Receiver 
he  would  advise  the  Secretary  that  he  could  not 
repose  confidence  in  the  Bank  of  which  he  was 
President.      Even   if  in   this  double  relation   he 
might  not  have  dissuaded  excessive  confidence,  it 
is  yet  very  clear  that,  as  his  interest  in  the  former 
capacity  greatly  exceeded  that  which  he  held  in 
the  latter,  he  was  under  the  operation  of  a  direct 
motive  to  give  such  information*  as  he  did  com- 
municate.     And    upon    this    motive,   which   the 
Committee  declare  could  not  exist,  the  Secretary 
actually  relied,  as  insuring  the  faithful  communi- 
cation of  all  such  information.      These  remarks 
apply  with   equal    force   to   the    declaration    by 
which  the  Committee  would  seem  to  accuse  me 
of  swearing  falsely,  •'  that  there  is  no  evidence  that 
the  Receiver  wrote  on  the  subject  of  this  advice 
to  the  Secretary.     I  asserted,  upon  oath,  "  that  1 
saw  the  Receiver  write  to  the  Secretary,  and  en- 
close my  publication;"  and  I  confess  that  I  feel 
no  inconsiderable  distress  at  the  reflection  (hat  my 
oath  is  falsified  by  the  Committee,  in  regard  to  a 
fact  probable  in  itself,  and  at  least  as  credible  as 
one  which  my  oath  is  suffered  to  establish. 


Cote  of  Ninian  Edwards. 


As  to  the  famous  letter  from  the  Receiver,  there 
can  nov  be  no  doubt  that  it  was  written  and  de- 
spatched to  the  Secretary  ;  or,  if  from  technical 
objections  to  the  testimony,  the  committee  should 
not  be  disposed   to  act  upon  it,  enough  may  be 
seen  to  show  the  propriety  of  allowing  further 
time  for  producing,  m  due  form,  testimony  enough 
to  establish  the  fact;  and  this  I  ask  the  commTt- 
tee  to  do,  if  they  are  not  satisfied  of  the  fact.     It 
must  be  admitted,  that,  as  1  had  no  power  to  sum- 
mon  witnesses  after  I  myself  was  summoned,  I 
could  do  no  more  than  obtain  voluntary  affidavits, 
and  that  I  had  but  little  time  for  doing  this  much. 
The  question  of  this  letter  having  been  received 
by  the  Secretary,  appearing  to  depend  on  a  com- 
parative estimate  of  the  opposing  weights  of  the 
probabilities  of  the  fact  on  which  I  have  relied, 
and  of  the  Secretary's  denial,  it  is  proper  to  ex- 
amine, minutely,   the   character   of  that   denial. 
This  will  be  found  to  be  very  equivocal.     I  assert, 
that  such  a  letter  was  written,  and  that  I  believe, 
as  is  now  evident,  it  was  transmitted,  and,   of 
course,  received.     The  Secretary  does  not  deny 
that  il  was  received,  but  declares  it  is  not  on  file,  and 
is  not  recollected  by  the  officers  employed  in  the 
Department  to  have  been  received,  of  whom,  how- 
ever,  it  now  appears,   by   their  own  testimony, 
(with  the  exception  of  Mr.  Dickins,)  that  neither 
himself  nor  any  one  else  made  any  inquiry  in  re- 
gard to  that  matter. 

When  I  state  my  belief  that  the  letter  was  re- 
ceived, I  obviously  mean  by  the  Secretary  ;  and 
it  is  an  infirm,  and  fallacious  answer  to  reply,  not 
that  the  Secretary  did  not  receive  if,  but  that  it 
is  now  not  on  tile,  and  is  not  recollected  by  the 
officers  employed  in  the  Department  (whose  credit 
is  rather  liberally  pledged,)  to  have  been  received, 
both  which  declarations  may  be  true,  and  yet  the 
letter  be  in  the  Secretary's  pocket.  Again,  I 
stated  that  the  Receiver  told  me  he  had,  after 
transmitting  this  letter  to  the  Secretary,  received 
a  letter  from  him  directing  him,  the  Receiver,  to 
continue  the  deposites.  This,  also,  (he  Secretary 
denies  in  his  report,  and  in  the  same  indirect  and 
evasive  manner.  He  does  not  say  that  no  such 
letter  was  written,  but.  that  no  letter,  to  this  effect, 
was  written  in  answer  to  the  one  which  he  had 
laboriously  asserted  was  never  received — has  stren- 
uously argued  was  never  written  I  Now,  it  is  very 
clear  that,  if  the  letter  from  the  Receiver  was  never 
written,  or  even  never  was  received,  no  answer 
of  any  sort  could  have  been  returned  to  it ;  and 
yet  the  letter,  directing  a  continuance  of  the  de- 
posifps,  may  have  b^^en  written.  These  careful 
ambiguities  in  the  report,  do  not  seem  calculated 
to  make  the  defensive  declarations  ot  the  Secre- 
tary outweigh  the  strong  improbability,  that  a 
ublic  despatch,  deposited  in  the  post  office,  should 
ave  miscarried  in  a  mail  to  which  no  casualty 
or  interruption  is  known  to  have  occurred;  and 
at  a  season  of  the  year,  too,  when  (he  mail  is 
least  liable  to  any  difliculties  in  its  transportation. 
In  addition  to  his  neglect  of  duty  in  his  trans- 
actions with  this  bank,  as  suggested  in  my  address 
to  the  House,  and  in  my  replication  to  his  com- 
munication to  the  committee,  they  might  have 
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adverted,  in  support  of  the  same  charge,  to  the 
case  of  the  Bank  of  Vincennes  ;  where,  also,  the 
Receiver  was  President  of  the  bank,  where  the 
United  States  lost  §168,000;  on  which  bank  the 
Secretary  drew,  successively,  from  October,  1819, 
to  March,  1820,  four  drafts,  together  amounting 
to  165,000,  suffered  as  many  continuous  protests, 
and  after  neglecting,  as  usual,  all  measures  of 
precaution,  took  no  measure  of  redress  until  Julv. 
1820.  '' 

A  course  of  didactic  admonition,  in  the  form 
of  four  official  letters,  is  then  pronounced  to  this 
delinquent  institution,  the  initial  gravity  of  which 
iscompensated  by  its  final  lenity.  (Seedocuments.) 
He  recapitulates  the  acts  of  ill  faith  which  he  had 
patiently  endured,   mentions   the  protests  of  his 
drafts  for  $165,000,  warns  the  directors  that,  un- 
less   they   reform   their  demeanor,   and    pay   the 
drafts.  It  will   be  proper  for  him  to  proceed  with 
ri^or ;  but  concludes,  with  proposing  a  reiaxatioi 
of  that  meditated  rigor,  provided  they  will  ai 
to  honor  the  drafts  within  forty  days,  anJtKeven 
promises  to  pay  for  this  tardy  and  exiprt^djustice 
(out  of  his  never  failing  fund,)  h\^-6ontinuing  the 
course  of  deposite  in  a  banJt^Hirus  attempted  to  be 
bribed  and   threatenedHinio  common  honesty  by 
himself!    To  this  persuasive  proposal,  the  bank, 
increasing  in  audacity,  and  sagacious  of  the  char- 
acter of  Its  customer,  did  not  condescend  to  reply 
for  nine  months  ;  at  the  expiration  of  which  preg- 
nant  period,  the  President  was  delivered  of  the 
abortive  fact  of  the  corporation's  insolvency.     In 
this  feeble  and  exhausted  state,  it  asks  further  in- 
dulgence, and  concludes  its  appeal  to  its  munifi- 
cent benefactor,  with  the  most  eloquent  encomi- 
ums upon  his  liberality.     This  letter  reflects,  in 
interesting  colors,  the  substance  and  coniplexion 
of  the  intercourse   between   the   Treasury  of  the 
United  States  and   the  banks  of  the  West;  and, 
whatever  may  be  said  of  its  prudence,  must  cer- 
tainly be  commended   (by  a  hun(er  of  motives, 
at  least,)  for  its  candor.     As  the  presentation  of 
a  moral  scene,  it  is  delightful  to  contemplate  the 
sordid  gratitude  of  the  delinquent    corporation, 
glowing  under  the  injudicious,  if  not  illicit,  favors 
of  this  liberal  minister  of  finance.  "Your  friendly 
disposition  towards  the  West,  in  times  peculiarly 
difficult,  and   the  interest  you  have  evinced  for 
this  remote  section  of  our  common  country,  leads 
to  a  hope,  that  the  hand   that  has  hitherto  pro- 
tected us,  will  not  be  withdrawn."     This  friendly 
hand   was  not  withdrawn  for  at  least  twenty-one 
months;  when   measures  of  recovery  were  com- 
menced, in  a  manner  evincing  such  interest  for 
this  remote  section  of  our  common  country,  that 
the  bank  was  allowed  three  years  more  to  pay  the 
debt ;  a  period  extending  beyond  the  present  import- 
ant year,  and  upon  conditions  of  collateral  security, 
imposed  with  such  'a  friendly  hand,"  that  the 
security  was  defeated  by  private  creditors,  in  this 
remote  section  of  our  couimon  country ;  and,  in 
consequence  of  the  frieft^fijc^ispositions  of  the 
Secretary,  for  the  West',  t^^loss  falls  upon  the 
United  States. 

As  both  my  charges  have  now  been  established, 
and,  of  course,  the  specifications  upon  which  they 
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depend,  by  the  confessions  of  the  Secretary,  and 
"^ihe  admissions  of  the  committee,  I  shall  not  press 
the  distmction  which  it  seems  escaped  the  com- 
mittee, when  comparing  the  amount  of  money 
lost  by  Mr.  Crawford's  mismanagement,  (about 
half  a  million,)  with  the  amount  collected,  (twenty- 
one  millions,)  they  contrast  favorably  to  the  Sec- 
retary this  proportion,  with  that  which  obtains  in 
the  ordinary  collections  of  private,  or  mercantile 
debts.  They  appear  to  forget,  besides  the  superior 
regularity,  vigilance,  and  power,  at  the  disposal 
of  the  nation,  and  the  difference  between  the  prof- 
its and  loss  of  trade,  and  the  even  exaction  of  the 
revenue;  that  the  loss  incurred  by  the  Secretary 
was  notof  debts  outstanding,  but  of  funds  collected, 
and  collected,  too,  by  salaried  of&cers,  at  an  enor- 
mous expense. 

Upon  one  point,  however,  which  has  already 
been  considered,  I  shall  add  some  remarks.  The 
committee  have  admitted,  distinctly,  and  in  cor- 
respondence with  my  statements,  that  Mr.  Craw- 
ford did,  on  some  occasions,  neglect  to  make  such 
communications  to  Congress,  as  by  law  it  was 
his  duty  to  do,  and  that  on  others,  he  failed  to 
report  such  facts  and  documents,  as,  by  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Representatives,  he  was  re- 
quired to  do  ;  yet,  as  they  very  naturally  cannot 
detect  the  motives  of  this  misconduct,  (which  God 
alone  cin  do,)  they  acquit  him  of  all  blame  or 
responsibility.  In  this  they  appear  to  lose  sight 
of  the  distinction  which  has  hitherto  obtained  be- 
tween privateand  official  rectitude;  and  of  the 
well  established  fact,  that  bad  motives  in  the  man, 
are  not  necessary  to  constitute  misconduct  in  the 
minister.  When  Burke  brought  Hastings  to  the 
bar  of  the  House  of  Lords,  and.  in  strains  of  por- 
tentous eloquence,  invoked  upon  the  head  of  the 
Indian  Viceroy  the  vengeance  of  humanity,  the 
power  of  justice,  and  the  imprecated  terrors  of  the 
English  law,  in  portraying  to  this  august  tribunal 
a  course  and  torrent  of  plunder  and  desolation 
which  had  overrun  regions  that  the  arms  of  Alex- 
ander could  not  reach;  in  charging  him  with  the 
pillage  of  towns,  the  ruin  of  districts,  the  sacking 
of  cities,  the  plunder  of  princedoms,  the  devasta- 
tion of  provinces,  the  waste  of  empires,  he  did  not 
fail  also  to  accuse  him,  with  intense  and  awful 
formality,  of  having  neglected  to  communicate  to 
the  Government  the  documents  which  were  called 
for  by  the  proper  authority.  (Burke's  works,  vol. 
12,  p.  454.)  "  That,  in  defiance  of  the  said  orders, 
and  in  breach  of  theaboverecited  act  of  Parliament, 
the  said  Warren  Hastings  has,  in  sundry  instances, 
concealed  from  his  counsel  the  correspondence 
carried  on  between  him  and  the  princes  or  country 
powers  in  India  ;  and  neglected  to  communicate 
the  advices  and  intelligence  he  from  time  to  lime 
received,"  &c. 

This  great  statesman,  this  political  philosopher, 
this  experienced  orator,  did  not  appear  to  consider, 
that  the  illegal  conduct  of  a  minister  could  be  jus- 
tified by  an  alleged  absence  of  improper  personal 
motives,  nor  that  a  duly,  upon  the  punctual  per- 
formance of  which  the  whole  fabrication  of  legis- 
lation rests,  should  be  repeatedly  violated,  and 
with  perfect  impunity. 


I  will  not  complain  of  any  thing  that  has  ha|>- 
pened  to  myself  in  this  business  ;  of  the  liberality 
with  which  bad  motioes  have  been  imputed  to  me; 
of  that  impatient  justice,  which,  on  this  floor,  con- 
demned me  for  defending  myself,  and  argumenta- 
tively  accusing  a  resjwnsible  officer,  upon  state- 
menU,  which  are  now  established,  but  which  were 
not  then  examined.  But,  I  beg  leave  to  ask, 
whether  treatment  like  this  can  be  just  in  itself, 
or  is  likely  to  sharpen  that  inspection,  which  it  is 
the  right  of  every  citizen  to  apply  to  the  conduct 
of  the  high  officers  of  this  Government,  and  which 
cannot  be  repressed  without  great  danger  to  the 
liberties  of  the  people  ? 

The  disadvantages  under  which  I  have  labored 
in  this  investigation,  must  be  obvious  to  the  com- 
mittee. While  I  have  been  informed  by  them 
that  no  charges  against  me  have  been  submitted 
to  them,  the  trial,  if  such  it  may  be  called,  has  as- 
sumed much  more  the  appearance  of  an  investi- 
gation of  my  conduct,  than  that  of  Mr.  Crawford. 
Called  upon  as  a  witness,  against  my  own  consent, 
not  being  willing  to  rest  any  of  my  charges  against 
the  Secretary,  or  my  own  defence,  upon  my  own 
oath,  I  have  been  required  to  swear  to  f^cts  that  I 
consider  wholly  immaterial,  as  it  relates  to  his 
conduct,  at  least,  the  avowed  object  of  the  inquiry ; 
and  the  occasion  has  been  embraced  of  requiring 
me  to  defend,  not  only  my  general  character  for 
veracity,  but  to  maintain  it  in  particular,  and 
special  cases,  by  which  I  have  been  perfectly  sur- 
prised, and  for  which  no  adequate  time  is  allowed 
me. 

In  my  address  to  the  House,  I  have  made  cer- 
tain statements  against  Mr.  Crawford,  which  the 
committee  are  pleased  to  denominate  charges. 
For  specifications  of  some  of  these  statements,  I 
have  referred  to  certain  publications  under  the 
signatureof  A.B.,of  which  I  acknowledged  myself 
to  be  the  author,  thereby  making  myself  respon- 
sible, from  that  moment,  for  the  charges  they  con- 
lain.  When  I  wrote  them,  or  whether  I  actually 
wrote  them  at  all,  neither  could  add  to,  nor  dimin- 
ish, the  responsibility  I  had  taken  upon  myself,  by 
exhibiting  them  as  charges  to  the  House;  and  it 
might,  with  as  much  propriety,  have  been  asked 
of  me  to  swear  that  I  wrote  my  address,  as  that  I 
wrote  the  publications  which,  by  the  reference 
made  to  them,  became  a  part  of  that  address. 
How  they  originated,  or  what  was  their  object, 
before  they  were  offered  to  the  consideration  of 
the  House,  does  not  appear  to  me  to  be  either  ma- 
terial, in  an  inquiry  into  Mr.  Crawford's  conduct, 
nor  to  have  been  within  the  intention  of  the  refer- 
ence to  the  committee,  especially  "  if  no  charge 
against  me  has  been  submitted  to  them." 

The  only  inquiries  that  appear  to  me  material, 
in  regard  to  those  publications,  are,  whether  the 
facts  they  allege  are  true  or  false,  and,  if  true, 
whether  they  amount  to  proof  of  any  thing  on 
the  part  of  the  Secretary,  worthy  of  reprehension. 
It  the  charges  against  him  are  well  founded,  no 
motive  for  making  them  can  justify  or  excuse 
him. 

If  I  am  to  be  convicted  of  having  made  them 
unjustifiably,  and  criminally,  not  barely  by  an  ac- 
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quitial  of  him,  but  by  a  positive  judgment  against 
myself,  distinct  allegations  ought  to  have  been 
made  against  me,  and  a  fair  opportunity  of  defence 
should  have  been  allowed  me.  Such  a  trial  I 
should  be  very  willing  to  meet,  but  against  any 
collateral  and  indirect  operation  for  that  purpose, 
and,  particularly,  where  technicality  has  not  been 
overlooked,  I  solemnly  protest. 

I  have  been  required  to  swear  that  I  wrote  these 
ubiications  more  than  two  years  ago,  and  this 
as  afforded  the  ground  for  attacking  my  veracity, 
in  the  special  cases  alluded  to,  without  my  being 
allowed  the  necessary  time  to  disprove,  invalidate, 
or  explain,  the  allegations   thai  have  been  made 
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against  me. 
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With  regard  to  my  having  denied  the  author- 
ship of  those  publications,  I  have  no  hesitation 
in  admitting  that  I  have  frequently  and  truly  de- 
nied that  I  wrote  all  that  appeared  under  that  sig- 
nature, during  the  time  referred  to  by  the  testi- 
mony in  this  case;  that  is  to  say,  the  period  that 
includes  the  first  and  the  last  of  those  publica- 
tions. 

I  have,  also,  constantly  denied  that  there  was 
any  A.  B.  plot,  or  conspiracy,  in  the  case;  and 
have,  at  all  times,  treated  such  suggestions  with 
the  contempt  they  deserved.  Not  only  has  the 
existence  of  such  a  "  plot,"  or  "  conspiracy,"  been 
affirmed  in  several  of  the  most  distinguished  news- 
papers of  the  Union,  but  the  committee  have  re- 
cently heard  it  boldly  asserted  on  the  floor  of  the 
House  of  Representatives.  This  I  have  denied, 
and  still  do  deny,  so  far  as  it  is  intended  to  impli- 
cate me.  No  man,  but  myself,  is,  or  ought  to  be, 
responsible  for  any  thing  I  have  written,  on  the 
subjects  embraced  by  those  publications,  and  one 
roan  cannot  make  a  conspiracy.  For  whatever 
purpose  the  assertion  of  a  "  plot,  or  conspiracy," 
has  been  made,  it  has,  I  know,  been  more  correctly 
denied  than  affirmed. 

1  am,  also,  equally  free  to  admit,  that  though 
my  general  course  was  neither  to  deny  nor  ac- 
knowledge that  I  was  the  author  of  these  publi- 
cations, yet,  I  may  have  re[>eatedly  spoken  in  re- 
gard to  that  matter,  as  any  man  has  a  right  to 
speak  in  regard  to  an  anonymous  publication 
which  he  may  have  written,  but  which  he  doesi  not 
choose,  and  l^  under  no  kind  of  obligation  to  avow. 
But,  that  I  ever  said  any  thing  that  could  be  Con- 
sidered as  equivalent  to  a  denial  of  my  authorship 
of  these  publications,  for  the  purpose  of  avoiding 
any  kind  of  responsibility,  or  to  gain  any  pbint 
whatever,  I  do  most  positively  deny.  In  lact,  no 
man  who  did  not  choose  to  give  his  name  tq  the 
public,  on  such  an  occasion,  could  have  takenjless 
pains  to  conceal  it  than  I  have  uniformly  dorie  in 
this  case ;  and  hence,  there  is  reason  to  believe 
that  nine-tenths  of  Congress,  and  almost  eVery 
one  else  who  read  these  publications,  and  kkiew 
the  general  circumstances  of  the  case,  considered 
me  as  the  author  of  them.  In  one  of  them  \  of- 
fered to  avow  my  real  name,  provided  the  Hpuse 
of  Representatives,  then  seeming  to  threatt^n  to 
do  so,  would  adopt  any  measure  to  operate  directly 
upon  me  in  consequence  thereof.  And  it  mult  be 
known  to  several  of  my  friends,  that  I  intended 
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to  avow  myself  the  author  of  such  of  those  publi- 
cations as  I  had  then  written,  if  the  question  had 
been  put  to  me  (as  was  expected)  by  the  commit- 
tee before  whom  I  was  examined  in  February, 
1823,  and  that  I  had  prepared  the  preface  for  my 
deposition,  which  is  designated  No.  3,  in  the  doc- 
uments accompanying  my  address  to  the  House, 
for  that  and  other  like  objects. 

That  I  had  justifiable  cause,  as  well  from  pri- 
vate, as  public  considerations,  for  writing  these 
publications,  I  shall  always  be  able  to  prove  when- 
ever it  may  become  necessary.  At  present,  I  will 
barely  ask,  whether  the  public  attempt  that  was 
made  in  several  respectable  newspapers,  and  even 
on  the  floor  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  to 
implicate  me  in  the  suppression,  alluded  to  in  the 
first  of  those  publications,  did  not  justify  me  in 
endeavoring  to  hhow  that  such  a  charge  was  ri- 
diculous and  absurd  ?  This  is  fully  shown  in  the 
subsequent  publications;  and,  containing  nothing 
but  the  truth,  expressed  in  decent  and  respectful 
terms,  what  could  there  be  in  them  to  be  asbamed 
of?  No  attempt,  that  I  have  ever  seen,  has  been 
made  to  prove,  that  they  contained  even  an  inde- 
corous expression,  in  regard  to  the  Secretary,  or 
that  the  facts  they  allege  were  not  true. 

As  to  a  suggestion  which  has  been  made,  that, 
if  they  contained  any  thing  which,  in  my  opin- 
ion, was  wrong  in  the  conduct  of  the  Secretary, 
it  was  my  duty,  as  a  Senator  of  the  United  States, 
to  have  noticed  it  in  a  different  way,  I  have  only 
to  remark,  that  it  may  be  seen  that  they  treated 
of  ''suppressed  documents,"  and  it  will,  I  think, 
hardly  be  contended  by  any  reflecting  and  well 
informed  man,  that  it  was  my  duty,  as  a  Senator 
of  the  United  States,  to  have  noticed,  officially,  a 
contempt  offered  to  the  House  of  Representatives 
by  the  suppression  of  information  called  for  by 
that  House  ;  the  more  especially  as  the  House  it- 
self had  taken  the  subject  under  its  own  conside- 
ration. 

That  I  denied  my  authorship  of  those  publica- 
tions for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  confirmation 
of  my  appointment  as  Minister  to  Mexico,  is  cer- 
tainly but  poorly  supported  by  proof,  (if  admitted 
to  its  fullest  extent,)  that  such  denial  was  made 
or  known  to  one  Senator  only,  who  had  previ- 
ously taken  an  active  part  in  my  favor  ;  and  who 
swears  that  he  was  wholly  uninfluenced  by  that 
consideration.  Considering  the  time  and  circum- 
stances when,  and  under  which,  this  controversy 
commenced,  and  that  all  the  Senators  were  then 
present,  it  is  hardly  to  be  presumed  that,  if  such 
an  attempt  had  been  made  by  me,  or  such  a  de- 
nial had  been  known  to  any  other  Senator,  fur- 
ther proof  could  not,  and  would  not,  have  been 
produced. 

If,  however,  the  committee  should  suppose  there 
is  proof  enough  before  them  to  support  this  impu- 
tation, I  ask  It  of  their  justice  to  afford  me  a  fair 
opportunity  of  producing  testimony  to  the  con- 
trary, which  I  only  want  time  to  do.  This  being 
granted  me,  if  it  shall  appear,  or  there  shall  be 
the  least  reason  to  believe,  that  1  obtained  a  confir- 
mation of  my  nomination  by  such  means,  I  pledge 
myself  instantly  to  surrender  my  appointment. 
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The  committee  having  requested  me,  since  the 
foregoing  was  written,  to  reduce  lo  writing  my 
motion  to  have  Mr.  Crawford  examined  as  a  wit- 
ness, that  there  may  be  no  misunderstanding  on 
the  subject,  I  proceed  to  comply  with  their  request, 
and  to  explain  the  grounds  of  this  application. 

I  deduce  my  right  to  claim  the  benefit  of  his 
testimony  from  the  precedent  that  has  been  estab- 
lished by  the  committee  in  my  own  case.  Legal 
principles  have  been  pretty  rigidly  insisted  on,  in 
some  instances,  in  the  course  of  the  present  inves- 
tigation ;  and,  although  I  am  not  able  to  point  out 
the  legal  principle  or  usage  that  justifies  this  pre- 
cedent, I  presume  it  will  be  sufficient  to  entitle  me 
to  the  benefit  of  it,  to  show  a  strict  analogy  be- 
tween the  case  lo  which  it  has  been  applied,  and 
the  one  to  which  I  now  respectfully  propose  to 
apply  It. 

1  am  considered  by  the  committee  as  Mr.  Craw- 
ford's accuser.  I  might  rely  upon  his  report  and 
his  subi»equent  communication  to  the  committee 
to  show  that  he  has  made  himself  mine.  But  I 
also  wish  lo  prove  that  such  was  his  intention.  If, 
under  these  circumstances,  either  he  himself,  or 
the  committee,  have  a  right  to  make  me  a  witness 
against  my  own  consent,  in  order  to  inquire  into 
my,  motives,  and  a  variety  of  other  mailers  not 
included  in  either  of  my  six  charges  against  him, 
or  in  any  of  their  specifications,  justice  must  ac- 
cord to  me  the  same  privilege,  in  regard  to  his 
implications  against  me.  I  claim  the  same  right 
to  examine  him,  and  with  equal  latitude,  in  re- 
gard to  all  matters  contained  in  his  report,  and 
subsequent  communication,  which  implicate  me, 
that  has  been  demanded  of  me  in  relation  to  all 
the  matters  contained  in  my  address  to  the  House. 

It  is  true  that  I  myself  consider  such  a  course, 
either  in  his  or  my  own  case,  as  equally  contrary 
to  all  former  usage,  and  inconsistent  with  well  es- 
tablished and  incontestable  legal  principles.  But, 
if  I  have  been  mistaken,  or  a  new  rule  is  to  be 
adopted,  all  I  ask  is,  that,  while  it  is  applied 
against  me  in  one  instance,  I  may  not  be  denied 
the  benefit  of  it  in  a  similar  one. 

I  had  supposed  that  neither  of  us  could,  either 
as  accuser  or  accused,  be  required,  contrary  to  our 
consents,  to  become  a  witness,  and  to  testify  for 
or  against  ourselves.  The  rights  of  a  prosecutor 
and  a  defendant,  in  this  respect,  are  the  same  in 
any  form  of  trial  that  has  been  adopted  in  this 
enlightened  country.  Either  has  a  right  to  de- 
cide for  himself  upon  how  much,  or  how  little 
testimony  he  may  choose  to  submit  his  case,  and 
neither  can  be  compelled  to  strengthen  or  weaken 
it  by  his  own  oath. 

I  invite  the  committee  to  review  all  the  facts 
that  have  been  required  to  be  proved  by  myself, 
and  that  have  been  admitted  to  be  proved  by  oth- 
ers in  regard  to  my  conduct,  and  to  contrast  them 
with  your  own  decisions,  to  confine  the  present 
investigation  of  Mr.  Crawford's  conduct  to  the 
charges  which  I  have  alleged  against  him.  It 
will  be  perceived,  from  the  wtjole  of  the  testimony 
i  1  this  case,  that  I  have  been  put  upon  my  trial 
for  a  malicious  prosecution,  in  the  most  injurious 
possible  form,  requiring  me  to  convict  myself  by 


my  own  oath,  before  it  is  decided  whether  the 
charges  I  have  alleged  against  the  Secretary  are 
true  or  false. 

If  those  charges  are  true,  as  I  alleged  them  to 
the  House,  I  would  ask  what  have  the  committee 
to  do  with  my  motives  for  making  them,  and  upon 
what  legal  principles  could  I  be  arraigned,  even 
in  due  form,  for  a  malicious  prosecution  ? 

If,  on  the  other  hand,  these  charges  are  not  true, 
(there  being  "no  charge  against  me  submitted  to 
the  committee,")  it  may  not  only  justify  the  ac- 
quittal of  Mr.  Crawford,  but  may  furnish  ground 
of  future  trial  of  myself  for  having  maliciously 
and  falsely  made  them.  It  cannot,  however,  au- 
thorize any  distinct  judgment  against  me,  till  I 
shall  be  put  upon  my  trial,  and  have  a  fair  oppor- 
tunity of  defending  myself.  This  I  am  ready  to 
meet,  but  I  cannot  consent  to  the  blending  of  both 
trials  together. 

If  you  should  think  such  a  charge  against  me 
sustainable,  I  would  rejoice  to  have  an  opportu- 
nity to  meet  it  fairly  before  the  House  of  Kepre- 
sentalives,  or  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  ;  and 
for  this  purpose,  I  beg  leave,  earnestly,  to  request 
the  committee,  in  case  that  should  be  their  opin- 
ion, to  state,  distinctly,  which  of  the  six  charges  I 
have  alleged  against  Mr.  Crawford  are  false,  and 
in  what  respect  they  are  so,  that  I  may  know  how 
to  prepare  lor  my  defence.  In  this,  I  ask  no  more 
than  any  subaltern  in  your  Army  is  entitled  to,  in 
cases  of  infinitely  less  importance.  I  presume,  and 
hope,  therefore,  it  will  not  be  denied  me. 

in  the  mode  of  trial  of  myself,  that  has  been 
adopted,  (as  appears  by  the  testimony.)  by  which 
I  have  only  known  against  what  l' should  have 
to  defend  myself  from  the  mouths  of  the  witnesses, 
the  common  sense  of  all  mankind  must  perceive 
that  I  cannot  have  had  any  reasonable  opportu- 
nity of  defence.  If,  therefore,  the  committee  think 
themselves  authorized  to  inquire,  for  any  purpose, 
whether  I  denied  my  authorship  of  the  writings 
signed  A.  B.  at  all,  or  that  such  denial  was  made 
with  a  view  to  obtain  the  confirmation  of  my 
nomination  as  Minister  to  Mexico,  by  the  Senate, 
I  claim  additional  time  to  rebut  the  testimony  that 
has  been  given,  and  to  summon  every  Senator,  if 
less  will  not  satisfy  you,  to  prove  that  no  member 
of  the  Senate  either  voted  for  me  or  forbore  to 
vole  against  me,  on  account  of  any  such  supposed 
denial,  and  thereby  to  demonstrate  the  utter  im- 
probability of  any  such  intention  on  my  part. 

I  have  not  made  myself  Mr.  Crawford's  prose- 
cutor, and  am  not  willing  to  be  so  considered. 
With  his  immense  advantages  over  me,  I  have 
not  the  hardihood  to  be  willing  to  take  issue  with 
him  upon  his  intentions.  My  object  has  been,  and 
IS  still,  to  defend  myself  in  the  most  effectual  man- 
ner in  my  power,  against  his  attack  upon  me. 
This  beingaccorai>lished,  I  care  not  what  disposition 
IS  made  of  his  part  of  the  case.  I  had  a  right  to 
urge  the  facts  I  have  alleged,  in  my  own  defence; 
and  none  can  admit  their  truth,  and  deny  the  just- 
ness of  the  arguments  I  have  deduced  from  them. 

In  doing  all  this,  I  have  imposed  upon  myself 
the  obligation  to  show  my  own  innocence  of  his 
imputation  against  me,  and  lo  prove  the  six  spe- 
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cific  statements  I  alleged  against  him  to  be  true, 
without  reference  to  his  intentions.  This  is  the 
extent  of  my  responsibility;  the  public  regard  it 
in  that  point  of  view,  and  I  protest  against  any 
further  responsibility,  and  all  collateral  and  indi- 
rect trials  of  myself;  being,  however,  perfectly 
willing  to  meet  any  charge  in  due  form. 

These  statements  against  Mr.  Crawford,  I  have, 
I  think,  completely  established.  If  the  committee 
think  otherwise,  and  will  specify  wherein  I  have 
failed,  I  will  still  redeem  the  pledge  I  have  given 
to  the  public,  in  the  proper  place. 

NINIAN  EDWARDS. 
P.  S.  All  the  witnesses,  except  one,  who  have 
testified  on  the  subject  of  the  A.  B.  publications, 
say  they  considered  them,  and  the  A.  B.  plot,  as 
one  and  the  same  thing.  It  will  be  perceived, 
however,  that,  in  my  address  to  the  House,  I  made 
a  material  distinction  between  them,  before  I  could 
have  anticipated  any  contest  on  the  subject;  for, 
while  in  that  addres.*,  I  spurn  the  insinuation  of 
"a  plot,"  I  acknowledge  myself  the  author  of  the 
publications  themselves. 

NINIAN  EDWARDS. 

I  submit  to  the  committee  the  testimony  here-  ' 
with  transmitted,  with  a  statement  of  the  points 
to  which  It  is  intended  to  apply. 

Thomas  F.  Riddick  slates,  in  his  affidavit, 
annexed  to  the  report  of  the  committee,  as  fol- 
lows   viz: 

"Tnat  the  Bank  of  Missouri  did  transfer,  in 
Eastern  faticU,  to  (he  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and 
iis  Branches,  near  $450,000,  which  funds  were 
worth  four  per  cent,  to  the  Bank." 

I  refer  to  the  '*  list  of  drafts  drawn  by  the  Trea- 
surer of  the  United  States  on  the  Bank  of  Mis-  j 
souri,  since  1st  July,  1818,"  (see  document  9,J  to  , 
show  that  the  whole  amount  of  transfer  to  different 


I  I  hare  not  bad  time  to  examine  further  into  this 
statement. 
I      I  refer  to  a  statement  of  the  Treasurer  of  the 
j  United  Slates,  dated  llih  June,  1824,  headed  "A 
statement  showing  the  aggregate  of  moneys  de- 
;  posited  tothecreditof  the  Treasurer  of  the  United 
I  States,  in  the  following  banks,"  dtc,  [see  docu- 
'  menl  83,]  to  show  the  proportion  of  loss  to  the 
;  amount  deposited  in  certain  banks  that  were  de- 
positories of  public  money,  received  from  the  sale 
of  public  lands,  and  jvhich  have  failed  to  fulfil 
their  engagements  with  the  Treasury." 

I  refer  to  the  enclosure  of  letter  I,  No.  16,  docu- 
ment 66,  p.  104,  to  show  that  more  uncurrent 
notes  were  received  by  Mr.  Crawford  than  I  have 
alleged  in  my  address  to  the  House,  viz:  George- 
town and  Kentucky  notes,  $6,000,  which  appear 
to  have  been  repeived  between  the  20th  May,  1820, 
and  the  30th  June,  1821.  Or,  if  they  were  not 
received,  this  document,  furnished  by  Mr.  Craw- 
ford himself,  must  afford  a  very  sufficient  apology 
for  thinking  so. 

I  refer  lo  an  "extract  of  a  letter  from  Thomas 
Sloo  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,"  furnished 
by  the  Treasury  Department,  see  [b]  and  to  the 
letter  of  George  F.  Strother,  see  [a]  to  show  that 
the  prospects  of  collecting  the  debt  of  the  Bank  of 
Missouri  to  the  United  States  are  not  as  good  as 
they  have  been  represented  to  ihe  committee  to 
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banks,  was 

By  the  said  Riddick's 
affidavit,  it  also  ap- 
pears that  he,  him- 
self, gives  an  account 
of  funds,  of  a  very 
inferior  kind,  trans- 
ferred      -        -        - 

By  letter  B,  No.  16, 
document  No.  119,  it 
appears  that  there 
was  transferred  to  the 
Bra'h,  at  Louisville, 
of  Kentucky  notes  - 

By  the  enclosure  of  let- 
ter I,  No.  16,  docu- 
ment 66,  page  104, 
it  apj>ears  there  had 
been  transferred  to 
Louis'lle,  of  George- 
town, and  Kentucky 
notes       -         -        - 


S48 1,943  60 


8138,179  00 


67,731  00 


6,000  00 


211,91(i  00 


Leaving  only,  that  could  have  been 

transferred,  .        .         ,        .  S270,03c 


60 


To  the  i/an.  John  Floyo,  Chairman^  <fc. 

The  committee  having  again  repeated  to  me> 
on  last  evening,  thai  there  are  no  charges  against 
me  submitted  to  them;  that  their  investigations 
will  be  confined  to  the  six  specific  statements 
which  I  have  alleged  against  Mr.  Crawford  in 
my  address  lo  the  House;  and  that,  if  I  wished  to 
produce  further  testimony,  I  must  slate  in  writing 
the  names  of  the  witnesses  whom  I  wish  lo  have 
summoned,  and  the  points  I  expect  to  prove  by 
them ;  I  cannot  consent  to  lake  upon  myself  the 
responsibility  which  may  be  imposed  upon  me  by 
-subjecting  the  Government  to  a  great  expense, 
and  many  gentlemen  to  much  personal  incon- 
venience, without  explaining  the  causes  and  rea- 
sons which,  in  my  opinion,  impose  upon  me  the 
necessity  to  do  so. 

I  need  not  enlarge  upon  the  reasons,  heretofore 
given,  why  I  think  I  have  been  unnecessarily 
called  upon,  against  my  own  consent,  to  give  tes- 
timony in  this  case.  That  measure  has  been 
adopted;  its  effect  has  been  lo  bring  on  a  trial  of 
myself  upon  collateral  points,  in  the  most  injuri- 
ous form,  surprising  me  by  accusations  and  im- 
peachments of  my  character,  of  which  I  could 
have  had  no  previous  notice. 

Having  been  made  a  witness,  I  might  have  had 
less  ground  of  complaint  if  I  had  only  been  re- 
quired to  defend  my  general  character  for  vera- 
city; but  as  the  thing  now  stands  I  am  compelled 
to  defend  it  against  particular  allegations,  the  first 
notice  of  which  has  been  from  the  mouths  of  the 
witnesses  summoned  against  me.     This,  I  think, 
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was  oot  demanded  by^  any  material  fact  ia  this 
case,  and  it  surely  can  derive  no  justification 
from  the  rules  of  common  law.  If  I  mistake  not, 
it  is  a  sound  legal  principle  that  a  witness  shall 
neither  be  compelled  to  discredit  himself,  nor  shall 
an  adverse  party  be  permitted  to  ask  him  a  ques- 
tion with  a  view  to  discredit  him. 

Why  I  was  forced  to  become  a  witness,  I 
neither  knew,  nor  could  conjecture,  until  the 
committee  did  me  the  honor,  on  last  evening,  to 
state  to  me  that  it  was  ifi  consequence  of  my 
having  charged  Mr,  Crawford,  in  one  of  my  six 
specific  statements,  with  having  suppressed  the 
letter  of  the  Receiver  at  Edwardsville,  mentioned 
in  my  examination  before  the  select  committee  of 
February,  1823,  and  with  a  view  to  ascertain 
what  I  knew  upon  that  subject. 

This,  I  must  insist  upon,  is  a  very  great  mis- 
apprehension on  the  part  of  the  committee,  and  a 
most  injurious  one  to  me  if  it  shall  be  perse- 
vered in. 

I  do  most  positively  disclaim  ever  having  had, 
or  now  having,  any  intention  to  include  that  let- 
ter in  the  charge  of  suppressions  submitted  to  the 
investigation  of  the  committee  by  the  House  of 
Representatives. 

It  is  not  reasonable  to  suppose  that  I  could 
have  intended  to  impose  upon  myself  an  obliga- 
tion to  produce  proof  of  the  suppression  of  a  par- 
ticular letter,  which  the  whole  scope  of  my  ad- 
dress, and  every  fair  inference  from  it,  showed  I 
considered  it  as  my  misfortune  not  to  be  able  to 
produce. 

But  it  is  not  a  fair  inference  from  any  thing 
expressed  in  my  address,  that  I  intended  to  in- 
clude this  letter  in  the  charge  of  suppressions. 

In  page  13  of  that  address,  I  say,  "  it  could  have 
been  no  object  with  me  to  have  established  an 
additional  suppression  upon  him,  for,  if  time  do 
not  tail  me,  it  will  be  seen,  before  I  am  done  with 
this  subject,  that  I  had  in  my  possession  proof, 
whose  credibility  could  not  be  questioned,  of  his 
having  suppressed,  in  a  variety  of  other  instances, 
letters  enough,  of  a  much  more  important  charac- 
ter and  delicate  bearing,  for  any  purpose  that  the 
utmost  malignity  could  have  contemplated,  as 
possible  to  be  effected  by  such  means." 

Here,  then,  is  a  clear  indication  that,  in  what  I 
should  thereafter  say,  I  did  not  intend  to  rely 
upon  that  letter,  but  others  much  more  important, 
and  whose  credibility  could  not  be  questioned, 
evidently  meaning  those  that  could  be  established 
by  the  documents  furnished  by  himself 

Turning  to  the  charge  itself,  (see  address,  page 
25,)  it  is  found  to  be  expressed  in  the  following 
words,  viz:  "That  he  has,  in  several  instances, 
withheld  information  and  letters,  called  for  by 
the  House,  and  which  it  was  his  duty  to  have 
communicated." 

The  specifications  of  this  charge,  after  referring' 
to  a  particular  case  only,  commence  in  the  fol° 
lowing  words,  viz : 

*'But  it  also  appears  that  he  and  his  officers  of 
the  Treasury  Department  have  not  been  able  to  j 
find  a  great   number  of  other  letters,  and  even 
some  of  his  own  official  ones,  when  required  by  I 


)  other  calls  of  the  House;  or,  if  they  could  be  found, 
i  they  were  suppressed.  Of  this  the  documents 
j  furnished  by  hanstlf  afford  both  abundant  and 
I  conclusive  proof.  Many  instances  might  be  sta- 
I  ted  ;  for  the  sake  of  brevity,  I  will  allude  to  a  (ew 
j  of  them  only."' 

Here,  then,  is  the  practical  exposition  of  the  in- 
'  tention  indicated  in  the  13th  page  of  my  address, 
in  regard  to  the  suppressions  on  which  I  intended 
!  to  rely.     The  suppressions  referred  to  in  the  last 
I  above  recited  paragraph,  are  expressly  confined  to 
j  those  which  could  be  proved   by  the  documents 
,  furnished  by  himself,  and  of  these  a  few  only  are 
specifically  designated,  and  being  all  that  I  exhib- 
ited against  the  Secretary,  must  be  all  that  1  am 
i  bound  to  prove.     They  were  deemed  enough  for 
my  purpose,  and  more,  therefore,  were  not  intend- 
ed to  be  included. 

The  publications  under  the  signature  of  A.  B., 
transmitted  with  my  address,  are  also  referred  to 
for  specifications,  but  these  contain  no  reference 
to  any  suppressions  but  those  which  the  docu- 
ments establish. 

Besides  the  suppression  of  the  Receiver's  letter, 
according  to  the  decision  of  the  committee,  which 
I  am  not  disposed  to  contest,  was  a  fact  wholly 
immaterial,  since  the  description  which  I  gave  of 
It  in  my  examination  in  February,  1823,  and  the 
copy  I  produced  to  the  committee,  both  prove  that 
it  was  not  one  of  those  letters  which  the  commit- 
tee suppose  was  embraced  by  the  call  of  the  House 
upon  Mr.  Crawford. 

For  these,  and  the  reasons  I  have  heretofore  had 
the  honor  to  submit  to  the  committee,  I  not  only 
think  the  testimony  I  am  about  to  ask  for,  ought 
not  to  be  considered  necessary  in  the  present  in- 
vestigation, but,  that   my  own  testimony,  and  all 
that  which   has  already  been  taken  in  regard  to 
the  publications  of  A.   B.  ought  to  be  rejected. 
Understanding,  however,  that   the  committee  in- 
tend to  publish  all    the  testimony  that  has  been 
taken  against  me,  and  believing  that  its  publica- 
tion, under  the  sanction  of  the  committee,  will  be 
calculated  to  do  me  essential  injury,  and  great  in- 
justice, without  further  testimony  on   my  part,  I 
feel  compelled  to  ask  that  Samuel  D.  Lockwood, 
Esq.,  Receiver  at  Edwardsville,  and  Thomas  Lip- 
pincott,  Esq.,  of  the  same  place,  and  all  the  Sen- 
ators of  the  United   Stales,   may  be  summoned; 
the  two  former  to  support  my  testimony,  and  the 
latter  to  give  testimony  to  oppose  that  which  has 
been  given  against  me,   in  relation   to  an  alleged 
denial  of  my  authorship  of  the  A.  B.  publications, 
and  I  renew  my  application  for  the  examination 
of  Mr.  Crawford. 

NINIAN  EDWARDS. 


Remarks  svhmitted  hy  Mr.  Forsyth. 

When,  on  the  16ih  June,  a  question  was  pro- 
posed to  Colonel  Benton,  touching  the  general 
character  of  Ninian  Edwards,  with  a  view  to 
show  him  unworthy  of  belief,  the  committee  said, 
that  if  that  question  was  pressed,  and  the  opposite 
party  asked  for  a  delay  to  enable  him  to  procure 
testimony  to  defend  his  character,  it  would   be 
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^  granted;  and,  as  Mr.  Cook,  acting  for  Mr.  Edwards, 
distinctly  stated  that  he  should  want  testiriony 
from  the  Western  country,  to  avoid  further  delay 
the  question  was  waived.  The  committee  now 
say,  that  certain  papers  brought  from  Edwards- 
ville, to  be  used  as  evidence  by  Ninian  Edwjrds, 
are  not  duly  authenticated  ;  and,  as  they  are  deetned 
by  him  important,  unless  they  are  admitleil  as 
evidence,  time  will  be  allowed  to  enable  hijn  to 
procure  a  proper  authentication  of  them.  With 
the  same  motive  that  prevented  the  question  jpro- 
posed  to  Colonel  Benton  from  being  pressid,  a 
consent  is  now  given  that  these  papers  shoulid  be 
received.  But  it  is  proper  that  the  character  of 
these  papers,  the  motives  for  producing  them,land 
all  the  testimony  relating  to  them,  should  be 
examined.  | 

The  papers  to  which  this  conjent  applies  are 
five  in  number;  to  each  of  which  is  attached  an 
affidavit  of  Thomas  Lippincott,  taken   befoie  a 
justice  of  the  peace,  viz.,  a   copy  of  a  letter  fVom 
Mr.  Crawford  to  the  Receiver  of  Edwardsville, 
of  the  6th  of  August,  1819.     2d.  A  copy  of  a  let- 
ter Irom  Mr.  Crawford,  of  the  1st  of  Noverriber, 
1819,   to   the   Receiver.     3d.  A   copy  of  a   paper 
which  was  folded  in  the  letter  of  the  1st  of  No- 
vember.    4th.  A  copy  of  a  paper  dated  the  12th 
October,    1819,   neither  directed    nor  signed,   but 
hied  away,  and  endorsed  with  these  words:  "copy 
to  the  Treasury  Department,  October,  1819."  5ih 
Copy  of  a  letter  of  22d  October,  1819,  signed  bv 
the  Receiver  of  Edwardsville,  and  directed  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury.     The  first  and  second 
ol  these  papers  were  communicated   to  the  com- 
mittee by  the  Secretary  ;   the  others  are  not  offi- 
cially certified  by  the  officer  whose  business  and 
duty    It   IS   to  authenticate  copies  of  the    papers 
which  belong  to  his  office.     The  affidavit  of  Lip- 
pmcoll  has  been  preferred  by  Mr.  Edwards  to  the 
official  certificate  ;  and  he,  it  is  presumed,  was  I 
perfectly  aware  that  such  an  affidavit  was  insuffi-  ' 
cienl  to  make  the  copy  to  which  it  might  be  at-  I 
tached   evidence.     The  testimony  of  Lippincott 
was  preferred  aUo  to  that  of  a   person  (Oswald  ! 
Dunn)  who  preceded  Mr.  Edwards  to  Washing-  ! 
ton,  and  who  might  have  testified,  after  examin-  ■ 
ing  the  copies  and  originals,  that  the  copies  pro-  i 
duced  were  copies  of  papers   in   the  office  of  the  ! 
Receiver  of  Edwardsville.     This  preference  was  ' 
obviously  given,  that  the  affidavits  might  show  in  ; 
whose  handwriting  the  papers  in  the  office  were  ' 
written.     The  handwriting  of  each  is  shown  by  I 
Lippincott,  except  the  paper  with  the  date  of  Oc-  I 
tober  12,  1819.     By  the  testimony  of  Ninian  Ed- 
wards,  given   most  reluctantly,  it  is  now  known 
that  that  paper  is  his  own  work,  a  fact  obviously  i 
intended  to  be  concealed,  and  to  which  conceal-  , 
ment  Lippincott  lent  himself,   if  he  was,  as  it  is  ' 
presumed  he  was,  acquainted  with  Mr.  Edwards's 
handwriting.     Even  were  he  not  acquainted  with 
It,  It  will  be  seen  by  the  affidavits  that  this  paper 
IS  the  only  one  the  handwriting  of  the  original  of 
which   the  affidavit  attached  to  it  does  not  go  to 
ascertain.     The  original  letter  of  the  1st  of  No- 
vember IS  said  to  be  in   the  handwritin^r  of  Mr 
Crawford  ;  that  of  the  6th  of  August,  of  a  clerk 


and  signed  by  Mr.  Crawford  ;  the  paper  folded  in 
the  letter  of  the  Isi  of  November,  in  the  same 
handwriting  as  the  letter  of  Mr.  Crawford  of  the 
6th  of  August;   the  letter  signed  by  Mr.  Stephen- 
1  son,  ot  the22d  of  October,  in  the  handwriting  of 
Mr.  Stephenson.     The  explanation  of  this  differ- 
ence in  the  affidavit,  is  found  in  the  fact  disclosed 
by  Mr.  Edwards,  that  the  paper  from  which  that 
now  offered  was  copied,  was  the  work  of  his  own 
hand.     The  affidavit  of  Lippincott,  that  the  copy 
offered  is  a  true  copy  of  that  paper  now  on  file,  is 
contradicted  by   the  testimony  of  Mr.  Edwards. 
There  is  an  underscoring  in  the  copy,  and  in   the 
original  none.     Mr.  Edwards,  although  he  never 
remembers  to  have  seen   the  underscoring  until 
he  saw  it  before  the  committee,  states,  that  before 
the  affidavit  was  affixed,  he  or  Lippincott  must 
have  underscored  a  particular  part  of  it ;   which 
underscoring,  making  emphatic  a  particular  sen- 
tence, brought  the  copy  somewhat  nearer  than 
the  original  to  the  description  given  by  Mr.  Ed- 
wards, in   his  affidavit  of  1823,  of  the  letter  of 
Mr.  Stephenson.     The  oath  of  Mr.  Edwards  was, 
that  the  purpose  of  Mr.  Stephenson,  in  writing 
the  letter,  was  to  enclose  the  publication  of  Mr. 
Edwards  of  the  13th  of  September,  1819.  and  that 
he  (Mr.  E.)  prevailed   on   him  to  write  iu     The 
I  letter   produced,  refers  to  the  publication  as   en- 
I  closed,  but  does  it  incidentally,  as  a  circumstance 
j  of  no  particular  importance  ;  and  the  agency  Mr. 
Edwards  alleged   he  had  in   procuring  it  to   be 
written,  is  not  slated  ;  nor  is  there  any  allusion  to 
the  advice  he  declares  he  gave  to  Mr.  Stephenson 
,  to  withhold  all  further  deposites  until  he  received 
the  order  of  the  Secretary.     Mr.  Edwards  now 
states  that  this  advice  was  given  to  prevent,  not 
immediate,  but  future  remote  danger,  while  the 
paper  produced  by  him,  as  the  copy  of  that  letter 
written  by  himself  states,  as  from  the  Receiver, 
j  that  "  he  would  not  wish  to  risk  the  responsibility 
of  making  the  deposites  in   the  bank  until  after 
'  the  first  ol  January  next,  1820,  without  your  in- 
I  structions,  given  upon  a  knowledge  of  the  facts 
j  above  disclosed;"  of  which  facts   the  course  Mr. 
I  Edwards   was  disposed   to  pursue,  was  one  the 
I  least  important  in  its  character. 
I      The  peculiar  manner  in  which  the  affidavit  is 
!  drawn,  deserves  notice.     The  paper  now  produced 
is  intended  to  prove  that  Mr.  Stephenson  wrote 
the  letter  in   1819,    described    by  Mr.  Edwards, 
and  that  he  gave  the  advice  he  stated  he  gave 
to  Mr.  Stephenson,  and,  as  presumptive  evidence 
that  his   publication,   and  this  letter,  were  sent 
to    the   Secretary   of   the    Treasury.     For   these 
purposes  it  is  necessary  that  it  should  appear  that 
the  original,  from  which  it  is  copied,  should  have 
been  always  in  the  office  of  the  Receiver  since 
1819.  and  was  obviously  preserved  as  an  official 
document.  While  the  others  are  in  ordinary  form, 
the  affidavit  of  Lippincott,  on  this  paper,  is  of 
studied    and    singular    phraseology :    "  that   the 
original  was  found  by  him  on  the  files  of  official 
letters,  appertaining  to,  and  nuw  in,  the  Receiv- 
ers'sofficeat  Edwardsville;"  a  phraseology  which 
implies  that  the  deponent  knew  that  the  files  of 
official  letters  in  which  he  found  the  original  pa- 


2911 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


2912 


2913 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


2914 


If 

t 


Caes  of  Ninian  Edwards. 


l! 


per,  although  belonging  to,  had  been  out  of,  the 
Receiver's  office;  a  fact  totally  destructive  of  all 
the  presumptions  arisijjg  from  the  finding  of  the 
paper  on  the  files  of  "the  official  letters  in  the  of- 
fice. This  paper  of  the  I'Jlh  of  October,  it  is 
shown  by  Mr.  Edwards,  is  not  on  the  letter-book 
of  1819,  in  which  it  would  have  been  the  duty  of 
Mr.  Stephenson  to  have  recorded  it,  had  it  been 
sent  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  But  there 
is  something  written  upon  it  by  the  Receiver. 
The  affidavit  is  on  this  point,  also,  equivocal. 
The  paper  was  found  by  the  deponent  on  the  files 
of  official  letters  appertaining  to,  and  7wtc  in,  the 
Receiver's  office  at  Edwardsville,  and  endorsed 
or  filed  in  the  handwriting  of  the  Receiver  of 
Public  Moneys,  as  follows  :  "  Copy  to  the  Treas- 
ury Department,  October  1819."  No  punishment 
could  be  inflicted  for  this  statement  as  false,  if  the 
paper  is  not  endorsed,  provided  the  alternative 
that  it  is  filed  is  true.  It  is  filed  if  the  paper  was 
enclosed  in  a  separate  envelope,  with  the  words 
upon  it  in  the  Recei\;er's  handwriting ;  but,  if  the 
Receiver's  handwriting  is  not  on  the  paper  itself, 
the  only  presumption  in  itit  favor  arises  from  its 
being  found  among  papers  appertaining  to,  and  note 
in,  the  office. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  pursue  this  inquiry  further. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  could  have  no 
knowledge  of  the  conversation  or  the  acts  of  Mr. 
Edwards  and  Mr.  Stephenson  in  Edwardsville  in 
1819,  nor  has  he  expressed  either  belief  or  opinion 
respecting  them.  What  was  officially  known  to 
him  he  has  communicated.  For  the  correctness 
of  that  knowledge  only  is*  he  solicitous.  Nor 
would  this  scrutiny  into  the  circumstances  of  the 
paper  dated  12th  of  October,  1819,  be  made,  if  Mr. 
Edwards  had  contented  himself  with  the  produc- 
tion of  it  in  explanation  of  his  oath  of  1823,  and 
his  justification  of  that  part  of  it  which  depended 
upon  his  own  knowledge.  It  is,  however,  now 
produced  as  presumptive  evidence  that  the  copy 
of  it  was  received  by  the  Stcretary  ;  and  Mr.  Ed- 
wards sought  for  the  answer  in  the  office  of  the 
Receiver,  and  has  now  sworn  that  he  believes 
the  letter  of  the  Secretary,  of  the  1st  of  Novem- 
ber, 1816,  is  the  letter  written  after  the  recep- 
tion of  that  of  the  12th  of  October,  to  direct  the 
Receiver  to  continue  the  deposites  in  the  Bank 
of  Edwardsville.  The  letter  of  the  1st  of  No- 
yember  makes  no  allusion  to  such  letter ;  it  is  not 
a  direction  to  continue  the  deposites  ;  it  is  the  de- 
termination of  the  Secretary  that  the  course  al- 
leged in  the  letter  of  Lucy  Stephenson  of  the  18ih 
of  September,  which  letter  it  now  appears  was 
al^  the  work  of  Mr.  Edwards,  for  the  detention 
of  the  public  moneys  in  the  hands  of  the  Receiver, 
did  not  authorize  that  detention. 

Since  Mr.  Edwards  has  produced  the  paper 
purporting  to  be  dated  on  the  12th  October,  1819, 
it  has  been  shown  that  it  was  impossible  that  the 
letter  of  the  1st  November  should  have  been  the 
answer  to  it,  or  written  in  consequence  of  it.  By 
the  mail  arrangements  of  1819,  prevailing  until 
the  16ih  November  of  that  year,  as  shown  by  the 
testimony  of  Mr.  Bradley  before  the  Committee, 
;  il  required  twenty  days  to  transmit  a  letter  from 


Wa.<«hingtoa  to  Edwardsville,  and  a  longer  time 
to  transmit  a  letter  from  Edwardsville  to  Wash- 
ington. The  original  accounts  of  the  Postmaster 
of  Edwardsville,  taken  from  the  Comptroller's 
office,  and  of  which  an  extract  is  before  the  Com- 
mittee, show  that  no  mail  left  Edwardsville  for 
Washington  from  the  9th  October  until  the  16th 
of  that  month.  More  than  twenty  days  from  the 
16th  of  October  reaches  beyond  the  4th  Novem- 
ber. The  letter  of  tlie  1st  November  was  there- 
fore written  before  it  was  possible  for  the  letter  of 
the  12th  October,  1819,  (if  such  had  been  written 
at  Edwardsville,)  to  reach  Washington.  Admit- 
ting the  impossibility  that  this  should  be  other- 
wise, Mr.  Edwards  seeks  to  avoid  the  effect  of  this 
admission,  by  declaring  on  oath  bis  belief  that 
the  letter  of  the  1st  November  was  not  written  or 
sent  before  that  of  the  12th  October  was  received. 
Either,  therefore,  the  letter  was  fraudulently  ante- 
dated or  retained  until  the  arrival  of  that  docu- 
ment. To  find  a  colorable  pretext  for  this  belief, 
Mr.  Edwards  (as  the  Committee  will  recollect) 
turned  to  the  original  letter  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  of  the  Isi  of  November,  to  the  Cash- 
ier of  the  Bank  of  Edwardsville,  brought  by  Mr. 
Edwards  from  that  plac«,  which  enclosed  a  copy 
of  the  letter  of  the  same  date  to  the  Receiver, 
in  order  to  ascertain  the  postmark  upon  it;  and 
succeeded  in  persuading  himself  that  there  was 
the  figure  8  in  the  postmark.  A  clerk  of  the  post 
office  (Mr.  Sweeny)  was  sent  for  by  one  of  the 
Committee,  (Mr.  Taylor.)  but  Mr.  Edwards  de- 
clined examining  him.  Mr.  Sweeny,  however, 
was  examined  ;  and  the  postmark  was  ascertained 
to  be  the  3d  of  a  month  which  could  not  be  distin- 
guished. This  postmark,  if  of  November,  was 
on  the  original  letter  before  the  letter  of  the  12th 
October  could  have  reached  Washington.  On 
the  19th  June,  after  a  deliberation  of  three  days, 
Mr.  Edwards  amended  his  own  testimony,  and 
then  declared  that  it  was  possible  the  letter  of  the 
12th  October  might  have  arrived  here  in  time  to 
be  answered  by  one  of  the  1st  November,  because 
it  might  have  been  carried  by  a  private  convey- 
ance to  Louisville,  from  whence  it  could  have 
been  brought  by  mail  within  the  required  time. 
In  making  this  amendment  to  his  former  answer, 
Mr.  Edwards  appears  to  have  forgotten  how  much 
he  had  previously  said  of  the  safety  of  the  mail, 
and  the  improbability  that  any  thing  committed 
to  it  should  have  miscarried;  and  that  Mr.  Ste- 
phenson could  not  have  felt  so  much  anxietv  to 
despatch  a  paper  which  it  had  required  Mr.  Ed- 
wards's influence  to  prevail  on  hira  to  write,  as  to 
seek  unusual  means  of  hurrying  it  on  by  a  mode  of 
conveyance  never  before  or  after  used  by  him 
for  the  conveyance  of  his  official  letters  to  the 
Department. 

Mr.  Edwards,  however,  has  asserted  that  Mr. 
Crawford's  letter  of  the  20th  of  April,  1820,  was 
possibly  the  answer  to  the  one  of  the  12th  of  Oc- 
tober, 1819.  In  making  this  assertion,  on  oath, 
Mr.  Edwards  has  not  recollected  the  stress  he 
lays  upon  the  circumstance  of  the  deposites  hav- 
ing been  withheld  till  the  3Ut  of  December,  1819, 
as  proof  that  he  had  advised  the  Receiver  to  with- 


Cau  of  Ninian  Edwards. 


\\ 


hold  the  deposites;  as  evidence  that  the  Receiver 
did  write  to  Mr.  Crawford  the  letter  of  the  12th 
October,  and  that  that  letter  was  answered  ;  that, 
in  consequence  of  that  answer,  the  large  sum  of 
$8,191   was  paid  into  the  bank.     In  laying  this 
stress  upon  the  withholding  of  the  depgsites,  as 
evidence  that  Mr.  Stephenson  was  acting  by  his 
advice,  he  had    forgotten  that  he  knew  (having 
written  Lucy  Stephenson's  letter  of  the  18th  Sep- 
tember, 1819)  that  the  deposites  had   been  with- 
held for  months  before  he  gave  the  advice,  of  the 
giving  of  which,  that  withholding  is  afterwards 
considered  as  satisfactory  proof.     Without  weigh- 
ing the  ingenious  suppositions  made  under  oath, 
founded  upon  a  paper  not   proved  to  have  been 
seen   by  the  Receiver,  diflTering  from  his  official 
directions  and  yet  probably  influencing  him  to  do 
what  he  did  not  do — withhold  the  deposites — it 
will  be  sufficiently  apparent  that  a  letter  of  the 
20th  April,  1820,  could  not  be  the  cause  of  depos- 
ites made  in  December,  1819,  and  January  and 
February,  1820;  in  all  which  months,  notwith- 
standing the  advice  Mr.  Edwards  has  sworn  he 
gave  the  Receiver,  deposites  were  made  by  that 
officer,  as  appears  by  his  accounts  in  the  hands  of 
the  Committee,  among  the  documents  accompa- 
nying the  Secretary's  communication.     The  letter 
of  the  20th  of  April  is  written,  as  appears  on  the 
face  of  It,  in  consequence  of  the  deposites  of  pub- 
lic money   having  been   partially  made.     In  the 
Receiver's  office  at  Edwardsville,  has  been  found 
no  letter  answering  the  description  of  Mr.  Ed- 
wards, in  his  testimony  in  1823,  or  which  could 
have  been  an  answer  to  the  paper  of  which  the 
copy  is  now  produced.     Mr.  Edwards  has  stated 
that  he  searched  the  office  with  the  special  object 
of  discovering  such  a  document,  and  that,  except 
what  he  has  produced,  none  such  is  to  be  found. 

It  is  therefore  respectfully  submitted — 

That  the  paper  in  the  handwriting  of  Mr,  Ed- 
wards found  on  the  files  of  official  letters  apper- 
taining to  and  now  in  the  Receiver's  office,  is  evi- 
dence only  that  Mr.  Edwards  wrote  such  a  letter : 

That  it  is  not  official,  although  filed  in  the  hand- 
writing of  the  Receiver  ;  as  it  is  not  in  his  hand- 
writing, nor  in  that  of  any  person  employed  in  his 
office,  and  is  not  recorded  in  his  letter-book: 

That  there  is  no  evidence  that  the  Receiver 
ever  carried  or  sent  a  copy  of  it  from  his  office: 

That  such  letter  never  has  been  received  at  the 
Treasury  Department;  that  no  answer  is  in  the 
Treasury  Department,  or  Receiver's  office  at  Ed- 
wardsville, or  was  ever  written  to  such  letter. 

Mr.  Edwards  having  declared,  in  his  last  ad- 
dress to  the  committee,  delivered  on  the  19th  of 
June,  that  he  had  made  no  charge  against  the 
Secretary,  of  suppressing  the  alleged  correspond- 
ence with  Mr.  Stephenson,  to  which  his  oath  of 
1823  reft-rs,  it  might  appear  superfluous  to  trouble 
the  committee  with  these  remarks.  But,  on  the 
very  day  that  Mr.  Edwards  presented  this  dis- 
claimer, the  alteration  in  his  testimony,  heretofore 
mentioned,  was  made;  and  made,  too,  after  the 
disclaimer  was  prepared  and  delivered.  The  con- 
viction, therefore,  is,  that  Mr.  Edwards  seeks  to 
leave  the  stain  of  this  charge  on  the  Secretary, 
ISth  Cu.N.  lat  Sls3 92 


while  he  intends  to  avoid,  if  he  can,  the  responsi- 
bility of  having  made  it,  and  seeks  to  procure  for 
his  own  testimony,  which  is  the  only  testimony 
in  support  of  it,  a  degree  of  respect  to  which  it  is 
not  entitled.  With  this  view  of  his  intention,  it 
will  not  be  deemed  improper  to  examine  what  has 
been  said  and  attempted  by  Mr.  Edwards  on  the 
subject. 

In  1823,  Mr.  Edwards  declared,  on  oath,  to  the 
committee  of  Congress,  that  he  was  very  much 
surprised  that  this  correspondence  (meaning  the 
alleged  letter  of  Mr.  Stephenson,  of  12th  October, 
and  the  alleged  answer,)  was  not  communicated 
by  the  Secretary,  under  resolutions  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  of  the  9th  January  and  12th 
March,  1822,  calling  for  certain  correspondence 

]  between   the   Treasury    Department   and  sundry 

]  banks. 

In  his  address  to  the  House,  on  the  6th  of  April 

i  last,  he  says  :  "  Believing,  as  I  call   ray  God  to 

I  witness  I  sincerely  and  confidently  do,  that  Mr. 
Crawford  did  receive  the  letter  mentioned  in  the 
above  report,  and  that  it  is  now  in  his  possession, 
or  has  been  purposely  destroyed — "     In  the  same 

I  address,  he  infers  that,  if  this  letter  was  not  an- 
swered, Mr.  Crawford  being  for  some  cause  or 
other  unwilling  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  it, 
"  contrived  to  give  the  directions  (to  continue  the 
deposites)  under  some  other  form  or  pretext  than 
that  of  a  direct  answer  to  it." 

In  his  replication,  presented  to  the  committee 
since  the  adjournment  of  Congress,  whole  pages 
are  occupied  by  an  argument  to  show  that  the 
alleged  letter  of  the  12th  October  was  sent,  was 
received,  and  was  answered.  All  the  officers  in 
the  Secretary's  office  were  called,  as  witnesses,  to 
prove  that  the  letter  had  been  received  in  1819,  or 
liad  been  found  since  the  Secretary's  report,  of 
22d  March,  1824  ;  and  that  the  Secretary  had  pur- 
posely delayed  making  that  report  until  Mr.  Ed- 
wards was  about  to  leave  Washington.  In  all  of 
which,  the  testimony  adduced  was  conclusive, 
that  neither  the  charge  itself,  nor  either  of  the  in- 
cidents alleged  in  aggravation  of  it  by  Mr.  Ed- 
wards, was  true. 

Mr.  Edwards  argues,  too,  in  his  replication,  that 
the  Edwardsville  Receiver's  letter  ought,  accord- 
ing to  Mr.  Crawford's  own  view  of  the  subject, 
to  have  been  communicated  to  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, under  the  beforementioned  resolutions, 
because  one  other  Receiver's  letter  (the  Receiver 
at  St.  Louis)  had  been  communicated  with  his  re- 
port of  the ,  omitting  to  remember  that  this 

was  communicated  under  a  call  requiring  all  the 
correspondence  in  relation  to  the  Bank  of  Missouri, 
which  made  il  his  duty  to  transmit  all  letters  re- 
specting that  bank,  from  whomsoever  received. 

In  his  testimony,  now  taken  before  the  commit- 
tee, Mr.  Edwards  declares  he  believes  that,  in 
1819,  the  Secretary  might  have  conceived  the 
idea  of  concealing  the  letter  of  Mr.  Stephenson, 
if  il  had  been  received,  to  screen  himself  from 
responsibility,  if  the  Bank  of  Edwardsville  after- 
wards failed,  an  event  which,  although  he  did  not 
anticipate,  he  might  have  apprehended.  In  the 
same  testimony,  when  compelled  to  admit  that  a 
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letter  could  not  have  arrived,  by  mail,  from  the  i 
16lh  of  October  to  the  1st  of  November,  1819,  he 
added,  to  that  admission,  an  insinuation,  on  oath, 
that  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  was  antedated,  or  : 
retained,  until   the  arrival  of  the  alleged  letter  of 
the  12lh  October,  1819.     After  the  testimony  of 
Mr.  Sweeny  was  given,  instead  of  disavowing 
this  insinuation,  he  was  silent,  and,  three  days' 
afterwards,  adds  to  that  part  of  his  testimony  that 
from  which  it  might  be  inferred  that  the  letter  of, 
the  12ih  of  October  was  sent,  by  private  convey- 
ance, to  Louisville,  and  thence,  by  mail,  to  Wash- 
ington. 

All  these  declarations,  and  the  publication  of 
Mr.  Edwards,  at  Louisville,  in  which  he  asserts 
that  he  has  the  most  irresistible  proof  that  the  Re- 
ceiver at  Edwardsville  did  write  the  letter  men- 
tioned in  his  examination,  and  that  Mr.  Crawford  , 
did  write  a  letter  to  the  Receiver,  directini?  him  to 
continue  the  deposites  in  the  Bank  of  Edwards-; 
ville,  make  it  necessary  that  it  should  be  distinctly 
brought  before  the  committee.  That  Mr.  Ed- 
wards, in  different  parts  of  his  testimony,  contra-  i 
diets  himself;  that  his  testimony  of  1823  does  not 
agree  with  the  testimony  taken  before  the  present 
committee;  that  his  statements,  in  his  addresses  to 
the  committee,  are  contradictory  to  each  other; 
that  his  statements,  now  given  on  oath,  show  that 
the  impressions  which  his  addresses  were  intended 
to  make,  were  as  he  knew,  unfounded ;  that  he 
Toluntarily  declared,  in  the  most  emphatic  man- 
ner, to  different  persons,  that  he  was  not  the 
author  of  various  publications  against  the  Secre- 
tary, which  he  now  acknowledges  to  have  written  ; 
and  finally,  that  he  was,  as  admitted  by  himself,  a 
party  to  a  material  alteration  in  a  paper,  produced 
by  himself,  purporting  to  be  a  copy  of  a  paper 
appertaining  to,  and  now  in  the  Receiver's  Office, 
at  Edwardsville;  an  alteration,  the  obvious  effect 
of  which  was  to  deceive  the  committee  and  the 
public,  as  to  the  character  of  the  original,  from 
which  the  copy  was  taken.  | 

It  is,  therefore,  respectfully  submitted,  that  noth-  \ 
ing,  affecting  the  Secretary,  and   depending  upon 
the  oath  of  Mr.  Edwards,  can  be  taken  as  proved 


Hon.  John  Floyd,  Chairvian,  <^c. 

Unprepared,  at  present,  to  defend  myself  against 
the  testimony  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Noble,  by  which 
I  have  been  perfectly  surprised,  I  have  been  com- 

Eelled  to  look  to  a  future  period  for  that  purpose, 
.est,  however,  some  erroneous  inferences  to  my 
prejudice  may  be  drawn  from  the  want  of  a  for- 
mal defence  on  this  subject  before  the  Committee 
I  do  most  solemnly  declare  before  God  and  my 
country,  that,  in  the  conversation  which  Mr. 
Noble  states  to  have  passed  between  him  and  my- 
self, whensoever  or  wheresoever  any  part  of  it  may 
have  happened,  he  must,  at  least,  have  greatly  mis- 


understood me,  both  in  regard  to  the  A.  B.  publi- 
cations, and  to  Mr.  Crawford  ;  and  that,  if  the  con- 
versation alluded  to,  or  any  part  of  it,  happened, 
as  he  says  it  did,  in  his  own  room,  it  must  have 
been  after  my  nomination  was  confirmed  by  the 
Senate. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  Mr.  Noble,  disclaim- 
ing all  party  considerations,  had  professed  to  be 
my  friend,  and  had  taken  "an  active  part"  in 
favor  of  the  confirmation  of  my  nomination  ;  of 
which,  he  proves,  I  was  well  apprize^.  It  would, 
therefore,  have  been  most  extraordinary,  that  I 
should  have  thought  it  neces.sary  to  have  made 
such  statements  to  him,  by  which  nothing  was  to 
be  gained,  and  that  I  should  have  totally  forborne 
to  make  them  to  any  other  Senator. 

Nor  can  it  be  considered  less  strange,  if  those 
statements  were  made  to  him  during  the  pendency 
of  my  nomination,  that  he,  with  all  his  zeal  in  my 
favor,  and  acting  in  direct  opposition  to  the  wishet 
of  his  political  friends,  should  never,  either  with 
a  view  to  aid  me,  or  to  justify  himself,  have  given 
the  slightest  intimation  of  such  conversation  as 
he  represents  to  have  passed  between  us,  to  any 
one  ot  those  gentlemen  whom  it  was  calculated  to 
conciliate,  and  from  whom  oppoaiiion  was  ex- 
pected. 

As  to  the  conversation  he  mentions  in  regard  to 
Mr.  Crawford,  it  alludes  to  some  facts  which  hap- 
pened before  I  became  a  member  of  Congress,  and 
of  which  I  had  no  knowledge  until  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  controversy. 

The  very  professions  of  gratitude  which  he  says 
I  made  to  him,  would  apply  with  much  more  force 
and  propriety  to  a  period  after,  than  before,  the 
confirmation  of  my  nomination  ;  and,  from  the 
nature  of  the  case,  they  would  seem  to  have  been 
predicated  upon  a  disinterestedness  on  his  part, 
which  was  the  more  highly  appreciated,  because 
it  overlooked  the  circum:>tances  of  his  friendship 
and  my  hostility  to  Mr.  Crawford,  which  is  at 
war  with  the  wtiole  statement  he  has  made,  con- 
cerning my  opinion  of  the  conduct  of  that  gentle- 
man. 

That  Mr.  Noble  may  have  misunderstood  me,  I 
will  not  attempt  to  gainsay.  But,  as  I  hope  for 
future  happiness,  I  never  did  intend  to  have  ex- 
pressed myself  to  him,  or  any  other  person,  so  as 
to  have  conveyed  the  opinion  and  sentiments 
which  he  has  imputed  to  me;  nor  can  I  account, 
by  any  thing  within  my  own  knowledge,  for  such 
great  miNapprehensions. 

My  object,  however,  is  not  now  to   present  an    • 
argument  upon  the  case,  but  simply  to  request  the 
committee   to  accept  of  this  as  my  denial   of  Mr. 
Noble's  testimony,  and  to  have  it  printed  with  my 
other  communications  to  the  committee. 


Jlne  21,  1324. 
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CONDITION     AND     PROSPECTS     OF     THE 

GREEKS. 


[Communicated  to  the  House,  December  31,  1823.] 
To  the  House  of  RepreseiUatives  of  the  United  Statks  : 

I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives  a 
report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  accom- 
panying documents,containing  the  information  re- 
quested by  the  resolution  of  the  House,  of  the  fl9th 
instant,  relating  to  the  condition  and  future  pros- 
pects of  the  Greeks.  • 

JAMES  MONROE 
Washington,  December  31,  1823. 


!  Extract  of  a  letter  to  Secretary  of  State,  dated 
I      Marseilles,  6lh  Augijst,  1823. 
j  Extract  of  a  letter  to   Secretary  of  State,  dated 
!      Marseilles,  27th  August,  1823. 
Statistical  table  of  Greece — translation— original 
I      copy  received  from  Mr.  Middleton. 
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Depart.ment  or  State, 

iy<uhin^jton,  Dec.  31,  182|3. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom   has   , 

referred  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Represent- , 
atives  of  the  United  States,  of  the  19th  insiant,  i 
requesting  the  President  of  the  United  Statfi  to' 
lay  before  the  House  any  information  he  may  ! 
have  received,  and  which  he  may  not  deem  it  , 
improper  to  communicate,  relating  to  the  <ton- ' 
dition  and  future  prospects  of  the  Greeks,  has  the  i 
honor  of  reporting  to  the  President  the  paper^s  in 
the  possession  of  this  Department,  containing  the 
information  requested  by  the  resolution  of  the 
House. 

JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS. 


Extract  of  a  Utter  from  Mr.  Forsyth  to  the  Secretary 
of  State,  dated  Madrid,  Dtceniber  13,  1822. 
"The  Greeks  have  an  agent  in  this  Peninsula 
Luriottis.    He  was  here  a  fortnight,  asking  aid  of 
money,  which  he  did  not  receive.     Indeed,  he 
left  this,  disgusted  with  the  coldness  with  which 
he  was  treated  by  San  Miguel.     He  has  gone  to 
Lisbon,  with  sanguine  hopes  of  meeting,  if  not 
aid,  at  least  kinder  treatment.     I  enclose  to  you 
copies  Nos.  1  and  2  of  an  official  statement,  made 
for  him  in  April  last  by  his  Government,  of  the 
state  of  their  affairs,  and  of  his  letter  to  the  Span- 
ish Government.     We  have  favorable  news  from 
the  Greeks,  from  various  sources.   The  Albanians 
are  now  their  allies  ;  they  have  again  been  success- 
lul,  by  sea,  against  the  Turks,  and  the  best  hopes 
of  their  ultimate  and  complete  triumph  are  en- 
tertained. 


LIST   OF   PAPERS    SENT. 

Extract  of  a    letter   from   Mr.    Forsyth  to  Mr. 

Adams,  dated  13th  December.  1822— with 
Note,  dated   Corinth,  8th    [20thj   April,   1822— 

translation. 
Note,  Mr.  Luriottis  to  Don  Evaristo  San  Migjel 

dated  21st  November,  1822— translation. 
Mr.  Rush  to  Mr.  Adams,  24th  February,  1823— 

copy. 

Mr.  Luriottis  to  same,        20th  do.        do 

copy. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Rush,  18th  August,  d 

copy. 

Same  to  Mr.  Luriottis,      18th  do.        do 

copy. 


[translation.] 

Department  of  Foreign  Affaire— No.  66  of  the  protocol. 
View  of  the  present  state  of  Greece. 

The  most  cruel  of  tyrannies,  of  exactions  with- 
out number,  induced  the  Greeks  to  a  just  revolt. 
Their  first  operations  were  attended  with  some 
successes,  which  were  of  very  little  consequence, 
owing  to  the  want  of  union  among  themselves. 
Some  particular  governments  were  established, 
but  they  did  not  answer  the  purpose  which  was 
intended.     Then  the  deputies  of  the  nation  were 
called  together  at  Epidamus,  for  the  purpose  of 
establishing  an  Organic  law.     This  assembly,  of 
which  Prince  Mavrocordato  was  President,  after 
a  month  of  deliberations,  fixed  the  mode  of  a  pro- 
visional government,  the  duration  of  which  was 
to  be  one  year. 

After  the  dissolution  of  this  assembly,  the  Gov- 
ernment which  had  been  formed  in  it  was  pro- 
claimed, and  recognised  in  the  Islands,  the  Pelo- 
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ponnesus,  and  the  ContineDt.  The  people  being 
satisfied,  submitted  with  joy  to  its  decisions,  and 
order  and  justice  succeeded  to  violence  and 
anarchy. 

The  authority  of  this  Government  acquires, 
every  day,  new  strength,  and  it  may  be  hoped 
that,  soon,  Greece,  regenerated  by  the  benefits  of 
a  wise  and  paternal  administration,  will  show 
herself  worthy  of  its  independence. 

By  the  efforts  of  its  defenders,  the  Peloponnesus 
will  be  no  more  polluted  by  the  presence  of  its  op- 
pressors. Four  fortresses,  Patras,  Coron,  Modon, 
Napoli  de  Romani,  only  remain  in  the  power  of 
the  Turks  ;  and  the  hour  of  their  fall  approaches. 
Napoli  de  Romani  is  about  to  follow  the  example  ■ 
of  Corinth,  which  surrendered  at  discretion,  and 
the  other  places  are  about  to  be  entirely  deprived  I 
of  provisions  and  munitions,  by  the  flight  of  the 
Turkish  fleet.  This  fleet  having  left  the  Dar- 
danelles, in  the  month  of  February,  was  favored 
by  the  winds,  which  prevented  their  passage  of 
the  Archipelago  from  being  disputed.  But  at 
Navarino  the  Greeks,  seconded  by  the  ability  of 
Greneral  Lenormand,  and  by  the  courage  of  some 
European  officers,  who  were  shut  up  there,  ren- 
dered the  projects  upon  that  place  abortive;  this, 
doubtless,  compelled  it  to  go  against  Patras,  and 
there  eff'ect  the  landing  of  the  troops,  which  it  had 
on  board.  It  was  after  this  operation  that  it  was 
encountered  by  the  naval  forces  of  the  Greeks. 
The  Turkish  fleet,  beaten,  pursued,  and  entirely 
dispersed,  was  obliged  to  seek  refuge  towards  the 
coast  of  Egypt,  where  it  was  surprised  by  a  tem- 
pest, in  which  it  lost  four  frigates  and  two  brigs. 
All  the  crews  of  these  ships,  and  the  commander 
of  the  squadron,  Ismael  Gibraltar,  were  drowned. 
It  was  also  obliged  to  abandon,  on  our  coasts, 
several  transports  loaded  with  provisions,  destined 
for  the  army  which  came  to  be  landed. 

This  army,  composed  of  four  thousand  men, 
weakened  every  day  by  the  diseases  and  dissen- 
sions which  have  sway  in  it,  takes  refuge  under 
the  cannon  of  the  fortress  of  Patras,  into  which 
entrance  has  been  refused  it.  There,  blockaded 
on  one  side  by  a  Greek  squadron,  and  on  the  other 
harassed,  night  and  day,  by  the  troops  of  General 
Colocotroni,  it  will  prove,  by  its  total  annihila- 
tioD,  that  every  effort  will  always  be  vain,  against 
a  people  which  wishes  for  its  liberty,  cost  what 
It  will. 

In  Attica,  the  fortress  of  Athens  alone  is  in  the 
power  of  the  Turks,  and  the  bombardment  of  it, 
to  which  a  fortunate  issue  is  expected,  commenced 
several  days  ago. 

BoEolia,  Phocis,  and  Locris,  have  driven  out 
the  enemies  of  their  beautiful  provinces.  The 
Government  is  very  seriously  occupied  with  the 
means  of  possessing  itself  of  Ziionny,  where  there 
is  still  a  body  of  the  Turkisii  army,  in  order  to 
enable  it  to  cause  the  troops  in  Thessaly  to  ad- 
vance simultaneously  with  the  general  movement 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Mount  Olympus,  a  bold  and 
warlike  people,  and  render  the  position  of  the  ene- 
my more  critical.' 

The  defiles  of  Pindus  being  in  our  possession, 
all  communication  between  the  rest  of  Turkey 


and  Thessaly, and  all  retreat  for  the  enemy's  army, 
that  shall  then  be  in  this  province,  will  be  imme- 
diately, from  that  time,  impossible.  All  Etolia, 
Epirus,  and  almost  all  Arcanta,  are  in  the  power 
of  the  Government,  with  the  exception  of^  some 
places  which  are  under  a  rigorous  blockade. 

I  have  now  to  speak  of  Albania.  What  will 
be  its  relations  with  us?  The  future  alone  caa 
resolve  this  important  question;  and  the  well 
known  character  of  this  people  does  not  permit 
the  calculation  of  events  from  probabilities;  some- 
times neuter  and  sometime>  partisans,  by  turns 
our  allies  and  enemies,  which  they  have  practised 
to  the  present  time,  passing  in  appearance  from 
one  party  to  another,  without  really  serving  the 
interests  of  that  which  they  had  adopted.  The 
death  of  All  Pacha  has  produced  little  effect. 
The  Turks,  proud  of  this  succes.*,  which  they 
owe  only  to  the  treachery  of  the  very  soldiers  of 
this  Pacha,  have  appeared  to  take  courage ;  but, 
being  repulsed  at  Wonizza.  they  appeared  to  have 
almost  abandoned  their  attempts.  Such  is  the 
situation  of  affairs  in  the  Peloponnesus  and  on 
the  continent. 

Almost  all  the  Islands  being  free,  have  submit- 
ted to  the  Government,  and  cause  the  Greek  flag 
to  be  respected  in  the  Archipelago.  At  Chios, 
six  thousand  Samiotes  have  landed,  to  favor  the 
independence  of  that  island,  and  hare  shut  up  the 
Turks  in  the  fortress.  Mitylene  in  ■  »hort  time 
will  have  shaken  off  its  yoke,  and  Candia  still 
combats,  with  advantage,  again:>t  superior  forces; 
but  the  known  valor  of  its  inhabitants,  and  the 
justice  of  their  cause,  will  make  up  for  number. 

At  tlie  moment  1  am  writing,  the  news  of  the 
victory  obtained  over  the  Turks  at  Riguassa, 
comes,  to  be  communicated  to  the  Government; 
four  hundred  of  the  enemy  remain  upon  the  field 
of  battle,  and  the  rest  of  their  army  has  been  put  to 
flight.  The  Suliotes,  by  their  accustomed  bravery, 
have  covered  themselves  with  glory. 

More  recent  news  come  to  inform  us  of  more 
new  successes  ;  Colonel  Ulysses,  with  fifteen  hun- 
dred men,  landed  on  the  1st  of  April  at  Helisa  ; 
after  an  obstinate  batile  against  forces  superigr 
in  number,  he  became  master  of  the  village,  as 
also  of  the  port  of  St.  Marine,  pursued  the  enemy 
to  Zitonni,  killed  three  hundred  men,  and  made 
some  prisoners.  General  IMiketa,  commander  of 
the  Peloponnesian  troops,  joined  his  operations  to 
those  of  Colonel  Ulysses,  and,  from  every  thing, 
it  is  believed  they  have  already  entered  Zitonni. 
Colonels  Mitzi,  Kondojanni  abd  Skalzodini  ad- 
vanced upon  Palradjik,  and  have  gained  some  ad- 
vantages. Of  the  body  of  the  Greek  army,  com- 
posed of  ten  thousand  men,  who  act  from  this 
side  to  the  centre,  commanded  by  Colonel  Pan- 
vurja,  supported  by  Miezatis,  the  right  wing  is 
formed  bv  the  troops  of  General  Eritika  and  of 
Colonel  Ulysses,  and  its  left  wing  by  those  of 
Colonels  Kondojanni  and  Skalzodini. 

A  new  fleet  is  just  gone  from  Constantinople; 
it  is  composed  of  vessels  of  different  sizes  ;  it  has 
attempted  a  landing  on  the  island  of  Chios, 
but,  repulsed  with  loss*  at  that  point,  it  has 
retired. 
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The   Secretary   of  State  nod  Minister  of   [For- 
eign Affairs,  TH.  NEGRI^. 

The  Secretary  General,  V.  GALLIVJ/V. 

CoHiNTH,  the  Sth  [20th]  April,  1822. 


[translatioi*.] 

Note  of  Mr.  Lnriottis,  AgeiU  of  t/ie  Greeks,  at  ifad- 
rid,  to  his  Elxcelkucy  Evarinto  San  Aruj'ielo,  Secre- 
tary of  the  Despatch  of  Stale  of  His  CatJiolic  Ma- 
jesty. I 

May  it  please  your  Excellency  : 

If  there  is  a  time  when  the  principles  ought  to 
be  revived,  which  an  unfortunate,  but  very  cele- 
brated philosopher  of  France,  published  in  1793, 
**  That  the  men  of  all  countries  are  brothers,  and 
the  different  nations  ought  mutually  to  assist  each 
other  according  to  their  power,  as  citizens  of  the 
same  State : 

"  That  those  who  make  war  on  a  people  for  the 
purpose  of  arresting  the  progress  of  liberty,  and 
destroying  the  rights  of  man,  ©ught  to  be  every 
where  pursued,  not  as  ordinay  enemies,  but  as  as- 
sassins and  rebellious  robbers  : 

"  That  tyrants,  whoever  they  may  be,  are  slaves 
revolted  against  mankind,  the  sovereign  of  the 
earth,  and  against  nature,  the  legislator  of  the 
universe :" 


And  if  there  is  a  nation,  in  whose  favor  these 
principles  ought   to   be  applied,   it  is,   doubtless, 

^.k'     J  rights  which   theGreekshavesul.s  them  all,  because  It  is  conscious  of  its  power 

t«,the  being  recognised   by  the  civilized  nations    to  vanquish  them,  either  by  the  force  of  hireling 


post  ia  the  career  of  liberty;  and  because,  in  fine, 
this  will  only  be  after  the  accomplishment  of  these 
prophecies,  that  this  peninsula  will  be  left  suffici- 
ently tranquil  at  home  and  abroad  to  be  able  to 
reckon  upon  its  consolidation  of  its  liberty,  which 
has  cost,  and  does  every  day  cost,  it  so  many  sac- 
rifices of  every  kind. 

Spain  has  no  real  need  of  succor  from  afiy 
other  nation  for  maintaining  itself  a  State  free 
and  independent. 

The  courage,  the  heroism  of  her  children,  are, 
in  every  respect,  a  proof;  but  the  despotism,  to 
succeed  in  its  liberticidal  projects,  does  not  al- 
ways please  to  excite,  to  irritate  this  valor.  It  is 
sure  of  its  triumph,  provided  that  it  should  suc- 
ceed in  keeping  alive  the  fire  of  civil  discord. 
Even  the  most  courageous  people  feel  themselves 
fatigued  of  so  trifling,  yet  continued  a  war,  and 
often,  after  the  torments  of  despotism,  they  have 
recourse  to  this  as  to  a  guardian  angel ;  preferring 
the  future,  but  little  felt  evil,  to  the  present;  and 
tranquillity,  although  cadaverous,  to  a  struggle 
which  leaves  them  no  repose — at  this  very  mo- 
ment, Spain  makes  trial  of  a  part  of  this  sad 
truth.  The  insulating,  therefore,  of  a  nation 
which  wishes  to  be  free,  is,  in  the  times  whereia 
we  live,  the  most  impolitic  measure  \Chich  she 
can  adopt. 

Despotism  has  formed  and  published  its  alli- 
ance ;  and  has,  if  I  may  be  allowed  the  expression, 
hurled  a  formal  defiance  at  the  nations  that  wish 
to  maintain  or  to  recover  their  liberties.     It  in- 


of  Europe,  for  the  lights  which  their  ancestors 
have  given  them  in  liberal  sciences,  arts,  legisla- 
tions, and  in  true  models  of  men,  illustrious  for 
their  love  of  country;  and  still  less  the  most  evi- 


bayonets,  with  which  it  inundates  them,  or  by 
the  silent  manoeuvres  which  organize  civil  war, 
the  division  and  quarrels  of  parties  with  which  it 
harasses  them.     It  is,  thereforefnecessary  to  0[>- 


the  Mussulman  yoke,  with  which  any  of  the  des-    who  have  achieved  their  liberty 


potisms,  against  which  the  other  nations  of  Eu 
rope  contend,  could  not  be  compared.  It  will  be 
sufficient  only  to  remark,  that  Greece,  victorious 
and  free,  is  the  most  certain  security  of  the  liber- 
ties of  the  Spanish  peninsula  : 

Because,  from  the  certain  liberty  in  Greece,  ne- 
cessarily flows  that  of  Italy,  which  is  enslaved,  if 
I  may  be  allowed  the  expression,  between  the  Pen- 
insula and  the  new  Grecian  States: 

Because,  theesiablishment  of  a  free  State,  raised 
in  Greece,  upon  the  ruins  of  the  legitimate  Otto- 
man power,  at  the  time  when  open  war  has  been 
declared  between  the  people  and  the  despots,  as 
between  the  principles  of  light  and  the  principles 
of  darkness*,  ought  to  result  in  the  annihilation  of 
this  Empire  of  the  Crescent,  and,  consequently, 
that  of  Its  accessaries,  Tunis,  Tripoli  and  Al- 
giers ;  and,  the  Greeks  being  once  masters  of  the 
Egean  Sea,  these  three  pirates  will  be  no  more 
able  to  recruit  their  bands  of  assassins  in  Albania, 
at  Smyrna,  and  at  Constantinople;  and  they  will 
there  lose  their  forces,  which  have  been  always 
restless,  and  even  now,  Spain,  and  the  increase  of 
this  moral  tire,  which  the  legitimates  call  pest, 
which  ought  to  deliver  Germany  from  despotism^ 
and  encourage  the  French  to  resume  their  aacieni 


If,  lor  a  nation  to  be  free,  the  will  of  being  so 
were  sufficient;  if,  what  gives  the  disposition, 
insured  equally  success;  if,  in  fine,  the  valor  of  a 
people  were  a  sure  guarantee  of  success,  Greece 
and  the  Greeks  would  not  this  day  doubt  of  their 
triumph.  The  modern  Greeks  have  already,  in 
more  than  one  engagement  with  the  Turks,  shown 
themselves  worthy  successors  of  the  Greeks  of  Mar- 
athon, of  ThermopylsB,  of  Salamis,  of  Strimon,  of 
Cnidus,  &c.,  but  they  want  men,  for  frightful  des- 
potism capriciously  destroyed  them,  and  of  it  popu- 
lation has  never  been  an  accompaniment.  They 
want  money,  because  it  would  have  been  the  price 
of  their  head  to  have  been  rich.  They  want  arms, 
powder,  lead  ;  because  no  despotic  government 
leaves  these  at  the  mercy  of  slaves;  and  because 
the  struggle  which  the  Greeks  have  so  long  main- 
tained, has  consumed  the  provisions  which  their 
bravery  and  the  small  succors  brought  by  the  for- 
eigner had  procured  them.  Yet,  they  still  con- 
tinue, in  more  than  one  place,  to  fight,  and  de- 
fend themselves  against  the  Turks,  with  inferior 
weapons. 

They  have  abundance  of  lands  and  national 
property  :  for  three-filths  of  the  territory  belonged 
to  the  Mussulmans,  as  the  price  of  confiscations 
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made  after  cuttiog  off  the  heads  uf  opulent  Greeks  ; 
but  these  lands,  this  property,  are  nothing  at  the 
present  moment,  when  the  Greeks  ought  to  han- 
dle the  musket  instead  of  the  plough,  when  money 
is  wanting,  and  when  the  public  credit  is  not  yet 
established. 

The  Greeks  will  never  return  under  the  Otto- 
man yoke.  But,  in  continuing  a  struggle  so  un- 
equal, without  other  support,  without  other  succor, 
they  will  all  perish.  What  is  the  use  of  liberty  in 
the  tomb  ?  What  the  advantages  which  Spain, 
Italy,  and  Europe,  panting  after  liberty,  can  ex- 
pect from  a  triumph  over  the  Greeks  ? 

The  United  States  of  America,  after  having 
sustained,  with  equal  courage,  and  at  equal  sacri- 
fices, their  cause  of  Independence,  against  a  des- 
potism much  less  dreadful,  owed  their  triumph  to 
the  protection  of  a  European  Power.  Why  should 
not  Greece  rely  upon  some  protector  among  the 
free  States  of  that  same  part  of  the  world  to 
which  she  belongs  ?  By  what  fatalitf  is  she  per- 
secuted by  the  Government  of  England,  which 
ought  to  be  the  father  of  free  nations,  and  forgot- 
ten by  those  Grovernraents  which  profess  the  same 
principles  which  she  has  just  proclaimed  ? 

The  Greeks  have  till  now  been  flattered  by  a 
number  of  private  associations  who  came  to  their 
aid,  but  no  Government  has  as  yet  partaken  of 
this  generous  enthusiasm  ;  and  yet  the  succors,  as 
well  moral  as  physical,  which  are  necessary  for 
them,  cannot  be  afforded  them  but  by  Govern- 
ments. 

There  is  some  reason  to  believe  that  the  Gov- 
ernment of  Corinth  has  opened  some  negotiation 
with  the  said  United  States  of  America.  May 
these  States  pay,  in  favor  of  Greece,  the  tribute  of 
recognition  which  they  owe  to  Europe  for  the 
liberty  which  they  know  so  well  how  to  enjoy,      j 

The  same  Government,  which  leaves  nothing  | 
untried  which  may  conduce  to  the  triumph  of  the  ! 
holy  cause  which  it  directs,  cannot  forget  to  ad- 
dress itself  to  magnanimous  Spain,  to  a  nation 
which,  more  than  every  other,  shows  to  the  uni- 
verse that  she  feels  all  the  value  of  liberty  and  in- 
dependence, to  a  Government  which,  each  day, 
ought  to  be  more  persuaded  that  the  allied  despot- 
ism aims,  and  will  aim,  more  or  less,  openly,  but 
always  obstinately  enough,  at  the  consolidation  of 
Its  present  system.  As  to  politics,  the  before  cited 
Wicqueford  says  that  the  infallible  means  of  van- 
quishing  one's  rivals  in  diplomacy,  is  to  be  frank, 
.^-because  he  is  sure  of  not  meeting  them  in  his 
*Vay. 

If,  then,  Spain  can  believe  it  to  be  to  her  ad- 
vantage to  recognise,  and  to  protect,  and  to  succor 
the  Government  of  Corinth,  what  measure,  what 
coBduct,  has  she  to  pursue  towards  the  other 
Governments,  which  have  never  openly  pro- 
nounced against  the  Hellenic  revolution  ? 

The  undersigned  is  not  authorized  to  speak 
upon  this  article.  He  is  only  commissioned,  in 
general,  to  solicit  every  species  of  succor  which 
the  Spaniards  can  send  to  the  Greeks,  either  in 
money,  or  arms,  powder,  lead,  men,  ship's,  frigates, 
brigs,  dec,  of  war.  r  ,      o 

But  he  knows  how  far,  among  the  generous 


succors,  the  article  of  a  like  moral  aid  would  pre-* 

Eonderate.  Interested  for  his  country,  he  confines 
imself  to  the  making  the  rough  draught,  and  to 
offer  up  prayers  that  the  Spanish  Government 
would  be  pleased  to  send  some  one  to  Greece,  to 
treat  upon  this  important  subject,  and  upon  all 
the  others  which  might  be  necessary,  and  of  great 
utility  to  Spain. 

In  the  meantime,  upon  the  point  of  physical 
succor,  the  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  observe 
to  your  Excellency,  that  the  question  is  not  re- 
specting a  donation,  but  only  resp«>cting  a  loan, 
and  that  the  responsibility  of  a  free  Government 
in  Greece  is  beyond  all  the  wants  and  those  which 
it  will  have  to  fulfil  to  arrive  at  its  consolida« 
tion.  ^ 

That  small  succors  are  also  useful  to  the  Greeks 
in  their  present  situation,  because  every  little 
thing  becomes  a  great  deal  to  one  who  is  pressed 
by  want. 

That  the  manner  of  carrying  them  into  Greece, 
and  securing  tbt  reimbursement,  is  left  to  the  will 
of  the  Spanishifibvemment.     '■»" 

That  the  greatest  secrecy  oug^t  to  be  observed 
in  all  that  Spain  wishes  to  do,  as  a  Government, 
in  favor  of  ih«  Greeks,  in  order  that  the  diplo- 
matic spies  may  not  try  to  perplex  it,  and  may  not 
succeed  in  rendering  it  abortive. 

That,  finally,  in  the  absence  of  the  persons  to 
whom  the  undersigned  had  letters  to  deliver  here 
at  Madrid,  on  the  part  of  Prince  Mavrocordalo,  of 
the  Minister  of  foreign  Affairs,  Negri,  and  of  the 
Bishop  Ignatius  of  Pisa,  that  they  would  be  pleased 
to  support  their  requests  as  well  before  the  Gov- 
ernment as  before  the  brave  Spanish  patriots,  it 
was,  doubtless,  a  happiness  for  the  undersigned  to 
have  met  here  a  Minister  so  eminently  well  af- 
fected, and  a  Minister  of  Foreign  Relations  so 
liberal  as  your  Excellency,  to*  whom  he  can 
directly  address  himself  in  the  two-fold  aim  men- 
tioned, and  in  the  accomplishment  of  his  mis- 
sion. 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  most  hum- 
ble servant, 

LURIOTTIS. 
Madrid,  Novemher  21,  1822. 


Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Rush  to  Mr.  AdamSy 

dated 

Lo.NDON,  February  24,  1823. 

"I  received,  the  day  before  yesterday,  a  paper, 
of  which  a  copy  is  enclosed,  addressed  to  you,  by 
Andreas  Lurioitis,  an  agent  or  deputy  from  Co- 
rinth, on  behalf  of  the  cause  of  the  Greeks." 

It  will  be  perceived  that,  after  dtscribing  the 
general  nature  ol  the  revolution  now  going  on  in 
Greece,  the  object  of  the  paper  is  to  solicit  aid  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  establishment  of  diplo- 
matic connexions  with  them. 

This  gentleman,  who  has  recently  arrived  in 
London,  brought  me  a  letter  of  introduction  from 
General  Dearborn,  at  Lisbon,  and  I  received  him 
in  a  manner  due  to  the  interesting  character  which 
he  bear.<.  I  assured  him  that  the  fortunes  of 
his  country  were  dear  to  the  people  of  the  Uni- 
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ted  States,  who,  cherishing  the  freedom  which 
they  themselves  inherited  and  enjoyed,  looked 
with  the  warmest  sympathy  upon  the  struggle  of 
the  Greeks  for  their  national  liberties ;  and  that 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  participated 
in  this  feeling.  Of  the  latter.  I  considered  the  late 
mention  of  the  subject  by  the  President,  in  his 
Message  to  Congress,  at  the  opening  of  the  session, 
as  the  authentic  proof. 

To  the  inquiries  of  Mr.  Luriottis,  whether  my 
Government  would  open  political  or  diplomatic 
relations  with  his,  at  the  present  day,  I  replied, 
that  this  formed  a  point  on  which  I  was  wholly 
uninformed,  and  could  not  undertake  to  give  my 
opinion.  That  it  involved  considerations  of  ex- 
pediency, as  applicable  to  the  United  States,  as 
well  as  of  advantage,  or  otherwise,  as  applicable 
to  the  Greek  cause  itself,  that  would  be  maturely 
weighed  at  Washington,  before  any  decision  could 
be  pronounced.  All  that  I  could  say,  was,  to  re- 
iterate the  assurance  of  the  friendly  interest  that 
was  felt  amongst  us,  for  the  success  of  the  cause 
in  which  his  country  was  embarked;  and  I  ad- 
verted to  the  part  which  my  Government  had 
acted,  in  relation  to  the  South  American  strug- 
gle— a  part  so  much  in  advance  of  that  of  any 
other  Government — as  a  sure  indication  that  it 
could  feel  no  backwardness  in  welcoming,  when 
the  proper  day  arrived,  the  new-born  freedom  of 
Greece,  into  the  family  of  nations.  In  the  end,  I 
informed  him  that  I  would  gladly  become  the  i 
organ  of  transmitting  to  my  Government  what-  i 
ever  distinctive  overtures  or  communication  he 
might  determine  to  make  to  it — a  request  which, 
in  the  course  of  our  conversation,  he  had  himself 
made  of  me.  These  overtures  he  has  set  forth  in 
the  paper  enclosed. 

Mr.  Luriottis  dwelt  with  confidence  upon  the  j 
advances  which  his  country  has  made  in  the  ca-  | 
reer   of    her    independence — advances    the    more 
solid  and  encouraging,  as  they  have  been  won  ' 
amidst  formidable  difficulties,  by  the  mere  unas- 
sisted  efforts  of  her  own   valor   and   constancy. 
•Since   the  capture  of  Napoli  de  Romania,  the 
strongest  fortress   which   the    Turks   had   in   the 
Morea,  he  seemed  to  consider   that  the  cause  of 
independence  was  placed  upon  a  sure  basis.     The 
Greeks,  since  this  event,  have  removed  the  seat  of 
their   Government  from   Corinth,   where  it   was 
fixed  at  first,  to  Napoli." 


Andreas  Luriottis,  Envoy  of  the  Provisional  Govem- 
ikent   of  Greece,   to    the   HoinjraUe   John    Quincy 
Adams,  ikcretary  of  State  to  the   United  States  of  j 
AnieiHca.  '   I 

Sir:  I  feel  no  slight  emotion,  while,  in  behalf! 
of  Greece,  my  country,  struggling  for  independ-  I 
ence  and  liberty,  I  address  myself  to  the  United  | 
States  of  America. 

The  independence  for  which  we  combat,  you  ' 
have  achieved.     The  liberty  to  which  we  look, 
with  anxious  solicitude,  you  have  obtained,  and 
consolidated  in  peace  and  in  glory. 

Yet  Greece,  old  Greece,  the  seat  of  early  civi- 
lization and  freedom,  stretches  out  her  hands  im- 
ploringly to  a  land  which  sprung  into  being,  as  u 


were,  ages  after  her  own  lustre  had  been  eitin^ 
guished,  and  ventures  to  hope  that  the  youngest 
and  most  vigorous  sons  of  liberty  will  regard  with 
no  conamon  sympathy  the  efforts  of  the  descend- 
ants of  the  heir  and  the  elder  born,  whose  precepts 
and  whose  examples  have  served,  though  insuf- 
ficient hitherto  for  our  complete  regeneration,  to 
regenerate  half  a  world. 

I  know,  sir,  that  the  sympathies  of  the  gener- 
ous people  of  the  United  States  have  been  exten- 
sively   directed   towards   us;  and   since   I   have 
reached    this   country,   an    interview  with   their 
Minister,  Mr.  Rush,  has  served  to  convince  me 
more  strongly  how  great  their  claim  is  on  our 
gratitude   and  our  affection.     May   I  hope  that 
some  means  may  be  found  to  communicate  these 
our  feelings,  of  which  I  am  so  proud  to  be  the  or- 
gan ?     We  still  venture  to  rely  on   their  friend- 
ship ;  we  would  look  to  their  individual,  if  not  to 
their  national  co-operation.     Every,  the  slightest 
assistance,  under  present  circumstances,  will  aid 
:  the  progress  of  the  great  work  of  liberty  ;  and  if, 
I  standing  as  we  have  stood,  alone  and  unsupported, 
I  with  every  thing  opposed  to  us,  and  nothing  to  en- 
I  courage  us  but  patriotism,  enthusiasm,  and,  some- 
1  times,  even  despair ;  if  thus  we  have  gone  forward 
I  liberating  our  provinces,  one  after  another,  and 
subduing  every   force  which    has  been   directed 
against  us,  what  may  we  not  do  with  the  assist- 
ance for  which  we  venture  to  appeal  to  the  gen- 
erous and  the  free  ? 

Precipitated  by  circumstances  into  that  struggle 
for  independence  which,  ever  since  the  domina- 
tion of  our  cruel  and  reckless  tyrants,  had  never 
ceased  to  be  the  object  of  our  vows  and  prayers, 
we  have,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  freed  a  consid- 
erable part  of  Greece  from  the  ruthless  invaders. 
The  Peloponnesus,  Etolia,  Carmania,  Attica.  Pho- 
cida,  BoBotia,  and  the  islands  of  the  Archipelago, 
and  Candia,  are  nearly  free.  The  armies  and  the 
fleets  which  have  been  sent  against  us  have  been 
subdued  by  the  valor  of  our  troops  and  our  marine. 
Meanwhile,  we  have  organized  a  Government 
founded  upon  popular  suffrages,  and  you  will 
probably  have  seen  how  closely  our  organic  law 
assimilates  to  that  Constitution  under  which  your 
nation  so  happily  and  so  securely  lives. 

I   have  been  sent  hither  by  the  Government  of 
Greece  to  obtain  assistance  in  our  determined  en- 
terprise, on  which  we,  like  you,  have  staked  our 
lives,  our  fortunes,  and  our  sacred   honor  ;  and  I 
believe  my  journey  has  not  been  wholly  without 
success.     I  should  have  been  wanting  to  my  duty 
had  I  not  addressed  you,  supplicating  the  earliest 
display   of   your  amicable   purposes;   entreating 
that  diplomatic  relations  may  be  established  be- 
tween us;  communicating  the  most  earnest  de- 
sire of  my  Government  that  we  may  be  allowed 
to  call  you  allies  as  well  as  friends;  and  stating 
that  we  shall  rejoice  to  enter  upon  discussions 
which  may  lead  to  immediate  and  advantageous 
treaties,  and  to  receive  as  to  expedite  diplomatic 
agents  without  delay.     Both  at  Madrid  and  at 
Lisbon  I  have  been  received  with  great  kindness 
"by  the  American  representative,  and  am  pleased 
to  record  the  expression  of  my  gratitude. 
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i 


Though,  fortunately,  you  are  so  far  removed, 
and  raised  so  much  above  the  narrow  politics  of 
Europe  as  to  be  little  influenced  by  its  vicissi- 
tude<! ;  I  venture  to  believe  that  Mr.  Rush  will 
explain  to  you  the  changes  that  have  taken  place, 
and  are  still  in  action  around  us  in  our  favor ;  and 
I  conclude,  rejoicing  in  the  hope  that  North  Amer- 
ica^and  Greece  may  be  united  in  the  bonds  of  long- 
etidaring  and  unbroken  concord,  and  have  the 
honor  to  be, 

VViih  every  sentiment  of  respect,  «fec., 

AND.  LURIOTTIS. 

London,  February  20,  1823. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Riuih. 

Department  of  State, 

Washinijlon,  Av(/ust  18,  1823. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  of  enclosing,  herewith, 
an  answer  to  the  letter  from  Mr.  Luriottis,  the 
agent  of  the  Greeks,  addressed  to  me,  and  a  copy 
of  which  was  traiwuiitied  with  your  despatch, 
No.  295. 

If,  upon  the  receipt  of  this  letter,  Mr.  Luriottis 
should  still  be  in  London,  it  will  be  desirable  that 
you  should  deliver  it  to  him  in  person,  accompa- 
nied with  such  remarks  and  explanations  as  may 
satisfy  him,  and  those  whom  he  represents,  that, 
in  declining  the  proposal  of  giving  active  aid  to 
the  cause  of  Grecian  emancipation,  the  Execu- 
tive Government  of  ihe  United  States  has  been 
governed,  not  by  its  inclinations,  or  a  sentiment 
of  indifference  to  the  cause,  but,  by  its  constitu- 
tional duties,  clear  apd  unequivocal. 

The  United  Stales  could  give  assistance  to  the 
Greeks  only  by  the  application  of  some  portion 
of  their  public  force  or  of  their  public  revenue  in 
their  favor,  and  it  would  constitute  them  in  a  state 
of  war  with  the  Ottoman  Porte,  and  perhaps  with 
all  the  Barbary  Powers.  To  make  this  disposal 
either  of  force  or  of  treasure,  you  are  aware,  is, 
by  our  Constitution,  not  within  the  competency 
of  the  Executive.  It  could  be  determined  only 
by  an  act  of  Congress,  which  would  assuredly 
not  be  adopted,  should  it  even  be  recommended 
by  the  Executive. 

The  policy  of  the  United  Slates  with  reference 
to  foreign  nations  has  always  been  founded  upon 
the  moral  principle  of  natural  law — peace  with 
both  belligerents.  From  whatever  cause  war  be- 
tween other  n'ations,  whether  foreign  or  domestic, 
has  arisen,  the  unvarying  law  of  the  United  States 
has  been  peace  with  both  belligerents.  From  the 
first  war  of  the  French  revolution  to  the  recent 
invasion  of  Spam,  there  has  been  a  succession  of 
wars,  national  and  civil,  in  almost  every  one  of 
which  oiie  of  the  parties  was  contending  for  lib- 
erty or  independence.  To  the  tirst  revolutionary 
war,  a  strong  impulse  of  feeling  urged  the  people 
of  the  United  Slates  to  lake  side  with  the  parly 
which,  at  its  commencement,  was  cotUentiitiff,  ap- 
parently, at  least,  for  both.  Had  the  policy  of 
the  United  States  not  been  essentially  pacific,  a 
stronger  case  to  claim  their  interference  could 
scarcely  have  been  presented.  They  nevertheless 
declared   themselves   neutral,  and   the  principle 


then  deliberately  settled  has  been  invariably  ad- 
hered to  ever  since. 

With  regard  to  the  recognition  of  sovereign 
States,  and  the  establishment  with  them  of  a  di- 
plomatic intercourse,  the  experience  of  the  last 
thirty  years  has  served  also  to  ascertain  the  limits 
proper  for  the  application  of  principles,  in  which 
every  nation  must  exercise  some  latitude  of  dis- 
cretion. Precluded,  by  their  neutral  position,  from 
interfering  in  the  question  of  right,  the  United 
States  have  recognised  the  fact  of  foreign  sove- 
reignty, only  when  it  was  undisputed,  or  disputed 
without  any  rational  prospect  ot  success.  In  this 
manner,  the  successive  changes  of  Government  in 
many  of  the  European  States,  and  the  revolu- 
tionary Governments  of  South  America,  have 
been  acknowledged.  The  condition  of  the  Greeks 
is  not  yet  such  as  will  admit  of  the  recognition 
upon  these  principles. 

Yet,  as  we  cherish  the  most  friendly  feelings 
towards  them,  and  are  sincerely  disposed  to  render 
them  any  service,  which  may  be  compatible  with 
our  neutrality,  it  will  give  us  pleasure  to  learn, 
from  time  to  time,  the  actual  state  of  their  cause, 
political  and  military.  Should  Mr.  Luriottis  be 
enabled  and  disposed  to  furnish  this  information, 
it  may  always  be  communicated  through  you, 
and  will  be  received  with  satisfaction  here.  The 
public  accounts  from  that  quarter  have  been,  of 
late,  very  scanty,  and  we  shall  be  glad  to  obtain 
any  authentic  particulars  which  may  come  to 
your  knowledge,  from  this,  or  through  any  other 
channel. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  tfec, 

JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS. 

Richard  Rlsh,  Envot/,  <!^c.,  at  London. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Luriottis. 
Department  of  State, 

Washington^  August  18,  1823. 

Sir  :  A  copy  of  the  letter  which  you  did  me  the 
honor  of  addressing  to  me,  on  the  20ih  of  February 
last,  has  been  transmitted  to  me  by  the  Minister 
of  the  United  Stales  at  London,  and  has  received 
the  deliberate  consideration  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States. 

The  sentiments  with  which  he  has  witnessed 
the  struggle  of  your  countrymen  for  their  national 
emancipation  and  independence,  had  been  made 
manifest  to  the  world  in  the  public  Message  to  the 
Congressofthe  United  States.  They  are  cordially 
felt  by  the  people  of  this  Union;  who,  sympa- 
thizing with  the  cause  of  freedom  and  indepen- 
dence, wherever  its  standard  is  unfurled,  behold 
with  peculiarintcrestthedisplay  of  Grecian  energy 
in  defenceof  Grecian  liberties,  and  the  association 
of  heroic  exertions,  at  the  present  time,  with  the 
proudest  glories  of  former  ages,  in  the  land  of 
Epaminondas  and  of  Philoptpinon. 

But,  while  choering  with  their  best  wishes  the 
cause  of  the  Greeks,  the  United  States  are  forbid- 
den, by  the  duties  of  their  situation,  from  taking 
part  in  the  war,  to  which  their  relation  is  that  of 
neutrality.  At  peace  themselves  with  all  the 
world,  their  established  policy,  and  the  obligations 


of  the  laws  of  nations,  preclude  them  from  be- 
coming voluntary  auxiliaries  to  a  cause  which 
would  involve  them  in  war. 

If,  in  the  progress  of  events,  tlie  Greeks  should 
be  enabled  to  establish  and  organize  themselves 
as  an  independent  nation,  the  United  States  will 
be  among  the  first  to  welcome  them,  in  that  capa- 
city, into  the  general  family  ;  to  establish  diplo- 
matic and  commercial  relations  with  them,  suited 
to  the  mutual  interests  of  the  two  countries,  and 
to  recognise,  with  special  satisfaction,  their  con- 
stituted state  in  the  character  of  a  sister  Republic. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &,c., 

JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS. 

Andreas  Ldriottis, 

Envoy  of  the  Provisional  Government 
of  the  Greeks,  London. 


Extract  of  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated  Mar 
seiiles,  August  6,  1823. 
"  I  have  endeavored  to  obtain  accurate  Infor- 
mation relative  to  the  actual  state  of  the  struggle 
between  the  Greeks  and  the  Ottomans.  The  fol- 
lowing particulars,  I  think,  may  be  relied  on. 
The  Porte  is  making  great  preparations  by  land 
to  bring  the  war  to  a  successful  conclusion.  The 
Turkish  fleet  has  succeeded  in  provisioning,  for  a 
year,  the  garrisons  of  Carysto,  in  Negropont, 
Canee,  the  capital  of  Candia,  (or  Crete,)  and  also 
Coron,  Modon,  Patrns,  and  Corinth,  in  the  Morea. 
The  two  last  places  have  been  repeatedly  and  in- 
correctly represented,  in  the  American  newspapers, 
as  having  long  since  surrendered.  The  Porte  has 
offered  the  Greeks,  through  the  mediation  of 
Lord  Strangford,  to  place  the  Morea  on  the  same 
footing  as  the  provinces  of  Wallachia  and  Mol- 
davia ;  i.  e.  to  place  it  under  the  government  of  a 
Greek  Prince,  who  should  have  the  entire  admin- 
istration of  the  affairs  of  the  province,  and  who 
should  annually  pay  a  certain  portion  of  its  rev- 
enues into  the  treasury  of  the  Porte.  The  Brit- 
ish Ambassador,  in  order  to  induce  the  Greeks  to 
accept  these  terms,  has  dispersed  among  them  a 
declaration,  that  they  are  not  to  expect  aid  from 
any  of  the  European  Sovereigns.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  Greeks  do  not  seem  as  yet  disposed  to 
peace,  but  are  making  preparations  to  resist,  asthey 
may,  the  forces  which  are  approaching  them  on 
all  sides.  Such  was  the  state  of  things  by  the 
last  advices." 


Extract  of  a  iHter  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated 

"  MARaEiLLEs,  Aug.  27,  1823. 

"  There  is  no  certain  intelligence  from  Greece 
later  than  that  contained  in  a  letter  I  had  the 
honor  to  forward  to  you  a  fortnight  since.  The 
Turkish  Admiral  was,  fifteen  days  ago,  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Patras,  where  he  had  landed  five 
thousand  men.  The  Smyrna  Gazette  reports, 
that  the  main  Turkish  army,  60,001)  strong,  had 
obtained,  after  some  hard  fighting,  possession  of 
the  defiles  of  Thermopylae,  but  this  as  yet  is  not 
conflrmed." 


[Translation.] 

Statistical  Table  of  Greece,  according  to  the  work 
o/"  Mr.  Pocqueville.  Original  received  frwn 
Mr.  Middleton,  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minis- 
ter Plenijwtentiary  of  the  United  States  at  St.  Pe- 
tersburg. 

[N.  B.  *  This  mark  indicates  the  cities  and  prov- 
inces freed  since  1821,  and  at  present  in  submissiun 
to  the  National  Congress  of  Corinth. 

t  Indicates  the  countries  in  insurrection. 

X  Indicates  the  cities  and  forts  besieged  by  the 
Turks.] 

Greece  may  be  apportioned  into  three  grand  di- 
visions— continental  Greece,!  the  isthmus  of  Pe- 
loponnesus,* and  the  islands. 

Continental  Greece. — It  contains  seven  provinces, 
which  are — Epirus,t  Macedonia,!  Thessaly,  f 
Acarnania,*  Etolia,*  Locris,*  Phocis,*  compre- 
hending Livadia.f 

Efiirusj  has  an  extent  of  1,100  sqijare  leagues 
of  2,500  toises.  The  population  is  estimated  at 
373,000  souls.  Its  principal  cities  are  Janina,  Za- 
gori,  Conitza,  Premilhy,  Cleissoura,  Condessi, 
Canina,  Tebelen,  Aulone,  (a  port,)  Berat,  (a  for- 
tress,) Elbassan,  Durazzo,  (a  fort,)  Argyro  Cas- 
tron,  Liboro,  Delvino,  (fortified,)  Conispolis,  Pa- 
ramyihia,  Gomenitza,  (a  port.)  Margariti,  Parga, 
(a  fort,)  Rpgniassa,  (a  fort,)*  Preresa,  (a  port  and 
fort,)  Souli,  (a  fort,)*  Ana,  (a  fort  and  seaport,) 
Calarites,*  Metzowo,*  Syraco,  &c. 

The  rivers  which  pass  through  Epirus  in  dif- 
ferent ways,  are  the  Voioussa  or  Aous,  the  Cala- 
mas  or  Thyamis,  the  Glykys  or  Acheron. 

The  country  generally  is  mountainous,  inter- 
sected with  large  valley;?;  its  aspect  is  various, 
and  may  be  said  to  present  aa  abridgment  of  all 
the  climates ;  it  abounds  in  cattle,  and  in  rich 
pastures.  The  articles  of  exportation  consist  of 
grain,  of  sheep  and  goats,  of  building  limber,  cot- 
ton, wool,  pitch,  wax,  tobacco;  and  some  moun- 
tains of  Epirus  contain  mines,  which  the  Govern- 
ment neglect  to  explore,  and  which  the  Christian 
inhabitants  dare  not  discover,  fearful  of  being 
themselves  buried  in  these  mines,  to  gratify  the 
cupidity  of  their  masters. 

The  principal  seaports  of  Epirus  are — L'Arta, 
Aulone,  Prevesa,  Vonitza,  Port  Palarme,  Porto 
Raguzeo,  Gomenitza,  Durazzo.  The  value  of 
wares  and  foreign  productions  imported  by  these 
ports  was,  in  the  year  1S12,  6,590,902  piastres; 
the  exportation,  during  the  same  year,  was  7,804,- 
063  piastres.  The  Epiroles  are,  in  general,  war- 
like, and  of  a  robust  constitution,  impatient  of 
the  yoke,  and  proud,  in  spite  of  the  dependence 
in  which  they  live;  shepherds  rather  than  agri- 
culturists, they  almost  all  carry  arms,  and  prefer 
to  inhabit  the  mountains,  and  the  situations  most 
difficult  of  access.  Divided  into  colonies,  and 
long  governed  by  the  feudal  administration  of  the 
Beys,  they  have  seen,  too  late,  all  these  partial 
tyrannies  united  into  one  only,  and  the  most  mon- 
strous of  all,  that  of  Ali  Pucha  of  Jannina.  In 
the  midst  of  the  chaos  of  the  administration  of 
this  Vizier,  it  may  be  calculated  that  Epirus  paid 
annually  to  the  Grand  Seignor  a  tribute  of  two 
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millions  of  piastres,  and  that  Ali  received  for  him- 
self ten  other  millioDs,  without  including  the  reve- 
nues of  his  sons,  the  advances  and  spoliations  of 
every  kind  to  which  this  province  was  exposed- 
Macedonia,!  divided  into  lUyrian  and  CisAX- 
ian,  has  an  extent  of  1,692  square  leagues.  Its 
population  may  approximate  to  436,000  inhabit- 
ants. Its  most  remarkable  cities  and  towns  are — 
Bitolia  or  Monastir,  Prilipe,  Cojani,  Delvendos, 
Flourina,  Cailary,  Castoria,  Grevrno,  Lepsini, 
Bichlistas,  Croupitcha,  Piassa,  Gheortelia,  Sta- 
ria,  Prespa,  Critchowa,  Ochrida,  Chialista,  Ve- 
ria,*  or  Karaveria.  Jenidje,  Salonica. 

The  rivers  which  water  Macedonia  are  the 
Vardar  or  Axius,  and  the  Bichlista  or  Halisemon. 
This  province  abounds  in  small  cattle,  corn,  wmes, 
cotton,  and  tobacco. 

The  Macedonians  are  agriculturists  and  mer- 
chants. The  merchants  of  Bitolia,  of  Castoria, 
ofChatista,  and  of  Salonica,  have  frequent  cor- 
respondence with  the  commercial  places  of  Eu- 
rope ;  they  send  caravans  to  Bosnia  and  Hungary. 
The  Macedonians,  as  well  as  the  other  nations  of 
Greece,  partake  of  their  Hellenic  origin  ;  they  are 
brave  and  considerate.  Numerous  Bulgarian  and 
Albanian  colonies  are  established  in  this  province, 
actually  divided  into  cantons,  and  subject  to  the 
destructive  administration  of  the  Pachas  of  Ro- 
melia  and  their  subordinates. 

Thessalyt  contains,  within  an  extent  of  516 
square   leagues,   275,000  inhabitants;    there  are 
reckoned  962  villages,  and  the  following  cities : 
Tricala,  (the  chiet  place,  and  residence  of  a  Pa- 
cha.) Klinoro,  Stagous,  Pharsalia,  Larissa,  Alas- 
son,    Rapchana,  Tournovo,  Platamon,   (a  fort,) 
Caterin,  Agia,  Vflestina,  Dechani,  Volo,  (a  port,) 
Armyros,  Thaumaco.     Thessaly,  watered  by  the 
Peneus,  and  by  several  other  rivers,  tributaries  of 
that  river,  is  one  of  the  most  fertile  countries  of 
European  Turkey :  it  produces  corn,  silk,  CQtton, 
tobacco,  and,  until  the  year  1810,  the  manufacto- 
ries of  Tournovo,  of  Ambeiakia,  and  of  Agia,  sent 
abroad  dyed  cottons,  stuffs,  and  woollens,  to  the 
amount  of  several  millions;  the  Greek  merchants 
of  these  cities  had  factories  in  Germany.    The  sea- 
port of  Volo,  situated  on  the  gulf  of  the  same  name, 
favored  the  exportation  of  the  grain  which  the 
sailors  of  Idra,  and  of  other  islands,  came  there 
to  load.     The  natives  of  Thessaly  vary  in  their 
character,  and  their  occupations,  according  to  the 
places  which  they  inhabit;  industrious  and  sub- 
missive in  the  cities,  laborious  and  peaceful  hus- 
bandmen in  the  country,  intrepid  sailors  in  the 
cantons  situated  near  the  sea,  they  are  bold  and 
independent  in  the  mountainous  regions.     Numer- 
ous bands  of  these  mountaineers  go  from  Olym- 
pus, from  Ossa,  and   from  Mount   Pelion,   and 
having  at  their   heads  enterprising  chiefs,  some- 
times contend  with  the  forces  of  the  Pacha  of  Epi- 
rus,  and  of  Romelia  ;  They  have  even  possessed 
themselves  of  several  cities  of  Thessaly,  and  de- 
fended them  for  years.     Worn  out  with  efforts, 
disappointed  in  their  hopes,  and  deprived  of  their 
brave   chiefs,    thev    retired    to   their    mountains, 
where  they  still  form  a  population  warlike  and 
independent. 


Acarnania*  has  an  extent  of  92  square  lea gues) 
and  8,635  inhabitants;  the  remains  of  a  popula- 
tion formerly  flourishing.  There  are  still  reckon- 
ed there  sixteen  cities  and  villages,  the  most  re- 
markable of  which  are,  Vonitza,  Catena,  Drago- 
mestre,  and  Catochi,  (a  seaport.)  This  province, 
which  made  a  part  of  the  Government  of  Ali 
Pacha,  and  which  has  undergone  all  the  torments 
of  his  administration,  presents  only  ruins  and  sol- 
itude. It,  nevertheless,  carries  on  a  feeble  com- 
merce with  the  Ionian  Islands  and  the  Ambraciaii 
or  Artan  Gulf;  its  inhabitants  keep  up  the  fishe- 
ries in  the  same  gulf,  as  well  as  on  the  numerous 
lakes  in  the  interior  of  the  country. 

In  this  province,  as  in  all  the  continent  of 
Greece,  there  are  found,  in  the  declivities  of  moun- 
tains, hamlets  and  villages  inhabited  by  men,  who, 
flying  from  oppression,  and  striving  to  insulate 
themselves  wiierever  they  find  a  savage  nature. 
Masters  of  the  defiles  which  form  the  passage 
between  Epirus  and  the  southern  provinces  of 
Greece,  the  mountaineers  of  Acarnania  can  inter- 
rupt the  communication  between  these  two  prov- 
inces, and  oppose,  with  success,  the  movements 
of  an  army  which  might  try  to  advance  from  this 
side  towards  Etolia  and  the  Morea.  Some  can- 
tons of  this  province  are,  at  this  day,  entirely  un- 
cultivated and  depeopled  ;  others  are  covered  with 
forests  and  barren  grounds,  which  only  want 
strength  to  be  converted  into  productive  lands. 

Etolia,*  separated  from  Acarnania  by  the  river 
Aspropotaraosor  Achelous,  contains,  in  its  present 
subdivisions,  four  cantons,  and  83,455  inhabitants, 
distributed  among  236  towns  and  villages,  the 
principal  of  which  are:  Vrachori,  Carpenitze 
Agrapha,  Missolonghi,  (a  port,)  Lepante+  or  Nau- 
pacie,  (a  fort,  and  residence  of  a  Pacha.)  This 
province  produces  grain,  rice,  oil,  silk,  and  wine. 
These  productions,  added  to  the  revenue  of  the 
fisheries  and  customs,  give  an  annual  produce  of 
3,293,700  piastres. 

The  cantons  of  Etolia,  annexed,  according  to 
the  register  of  the  Ottoman  Government  to  the 
Pachalik  of  Negropont,  had  been  successively 
seized  upon  by  Ali  Pacha,  who  intrusted  the  ad- 
ministration of  them  to  his  lieutenants.  The 
pure  blood  of  the  ancient  Etolians,  their  careless- 
ness, their  contempt  of  death,  is  still  found  among 
the  colonies  of  Agrapha  and  of  Carpenitze.  Ani- 
mated with  the  energy  which  the  viul  air  of  the 
mountains  of  these  cantons  gives  them,  they  are 
always  induced  to  repel  the  attacks  of  the  tyran- 
ny. In  this  part  of  Etolia,  the  league  of  the  ar- 
matolis  was  formed.  These  bands,  reinforced  by 
all  the  discontented  of  Greece,  have  sometimes 
opposed  force  to  force,  fanaticism  to  fanaticism, 
and  have  caused  the  satraps  of  Thessaly  and  Epi- 
rus to  make  satisfaction  for  the  unjust  enterprises 
formed  against  their  liberty. 

The  country  comprehending  Locris,*  Phocis,* 
Livadia,^  and  Attica,  contains,  by  an  approxima- 
ting calculation,  450  square  leagues,  and  a  popu- 
lation of  about  140,000  soul*.  Salone,  Thebes, 
Livadia,  and  Athens,^  are  the  principal  cities  of 
this  country  ;  the  face  and  resources  of  which  are, 
with  some  variations,  nearly  the  same  as  in  the 
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countries  which  have  been  just  above  delineated 
Jo  the  table.  It  may  be  affirmed,  that,  in  all  these 
provinces,  forming  continental  Greece,  the  num- 
ber of  Christian  inhabitants  is,  to  that  of  Mahom- 
etans, in  the  proportion  of  five  to  one;  which 
would  give  to  all  this  region  a  total  of  1,316,080 
inhabitants,  of  which  there  are  more  than  a  mil- 
lion of  Christians,  dispersed  over  an  extent  of 
country  which  could  abundantly  contain  and  sup- 
port upwards  of  thrice  that  population. 

Peloponnesus. 

Peloponnesus,*  or  the  Morea,  has  a  surface  of 
840  square  leagues.  Its  population  is  240,000 
Christian  inhabitants,  distributed  in  1,421  villages 
towns,  and  cities,  the  principal  of  which  are  : 
Corinth,  (a  fort,)  Argos,  Naupli,  (a  fort  and  port,)+ 
St.  Pierre,  Mistra,  or  Sparta,  Monembossie,  (a 
fort,)  Calamate,  Androussa,  Coron,  (a  fort  and 
road  for  shipping,)*  Modon,  (a  fort  and  road,)+ 
Navarin,  (a  fort  and  port.)  Arcadia,  Gastonni, 
Lala,  Patras,  (a  fort  and  port,)*  Vostitza,  Cala- 
vrvta,  Tripoliiza,  (a  fort,)  Carit6ne,  Leondari. 

its  rivers  are  the   Rofia  or  the   Alpheus,  the 
Vossili-Potamos,  or  the  Eurotas,  and  several  oth- 
ers of  a  shorter  course.     The  mountains  of  Arca- 
dia, those  of  Lala  or  the  ancient  Pholoe,  Mount  f 
Olenos,  and  the  Taygete,  connect  the  country  in 
different  ways.     Notwithstanding  the  catastrophes 
which    the    Peloponnesus   has   experienced,   and 
notwithstanding  the  ruinous  administration  of  the 
Pachas,  this  province  still  preberves  immense  re- 
sources, owing  to  its  fertility  as  well  as  to  its  top- 
ographical situation.     Its  agricultural  productions 
are  numerous  and  various;  and,  according  to  a 
calculation  made  upon  the  places,  the  different  can- 
tons of  the  Peloponnesus  produce,  one  year  with 
another,  820,000  kilos,  of  corn,  (wheat,)  which 
fetches  6,560,000  piastres,  reckoning  the  kilo,  at 
eight  piastres,  the  selling  price  upon  the  places; 
1,169,000  kilos,  of  maize,  barley,  and  dry  vegeta- 
bles, making  7,402,000  piastres,  accordin^^  to  the 
ordinary  sale  price;  53,000  barrels  of  oil.  making 
2,790,200  piastres,  reckoning  the  barrel  at  from 
40  to  45  piastres;  227,550  pounds  of  silk,  making 
3,738,500  piastres;  278,000  quintals  of  cotton  and 
raw  wool,  making  1,388,800  piastres.     The  other 
revenues  of  agriculture  and  of  industry— such  as 
wine,  cheese,  butter,  cattle,  currants,  honey,  cotton 
thread,  and  stuffs  of  wool— produce  annually  in 
cash  the  sum  of  8,818,500  piastres,  which  gives  a 
total   of  30,698,000.     The  different  imposts  and 
ground  rents  of  the  Province  amounted,  in  the  year 
1814,  to  12,816,211  piastres,  which  left  in  favor  of 
the  managm  a  diflerence  of  17,881,759  piastres. 
With  this  excess,  of  which  the  seventeenth  went 
into  the  treasuries  of  the  Beys,  the  Agas,  and  the 
great  proprietors,  the  inhabitants  pay  their  indi- 
vidual expenses,  and  the  cantons  buy  in  the  mar- 
kets of  the  province  the  provisions  of  the  first 
necessity  which  they  do  not  grow,  and  the  articles 
coming  from  abroad. 

In  the  above  extract  of  revenues  and  of  ground 
rents  of  the  Peninsula,  the  country  of  Magna*  or 
ancient  Laconia,  is  not  included.     This  canton 
placed  upon  the  declivities  of  Mount  Taygete,  from' 


the  city  of  Calamata  to  Cape  Matapan,  is  divided 
into  twelve  captaincies,  and  forms  a  particular 
species  of  government,  subject  to  the  authority  of  a 
native  Bey  or  Prince,  held  of  the  Grand  Admiral 
of  the  Porte,  The  Magnates  (poor,  and  naturally- 
ferocious)  know  no  other  business  than  that  of 
arms  and  piracy.  In  1813,  there  were  reckoned 
10,000  men  capable  of  bearing  arms,  in  a  popula- 
tion of  30,000  inhabitants,  (Christians  and  abo- 
rigines,) who  depended  only  nominally  on  the 
Ottoman  Porte. 

Islands  of  Greece. (1) 

The  islands  of  Greece,  according  to  their  geo- 
graphical order,  from  south  to  north,  and  from 
,  are: 

Candiaf  or  Crete.  It  is  sixty  leagues  long,  and 
twenty  broad.  The  ports  are,  the  city  of  Candia,^ 
Rethymo,*  Canca,J  Kissamos.  Its  population  is 
two  hundred  and  forty  thousand  inhabitants. 

Milo*  or  Melos,  twelve  leagues  in  circuit,  and 
seven  thousand  inhabitants. 

Santorin,*  nine  leagues  in  circuit ;  twelve  thou- 
sand inhabitants. 

Siphanto  or  Syphnos,*  nine  leagues  long,  and 
two  broad  ;  seven  thousand  inhabitants. 

Nio  or  los,*  twelve  leagues  in  circuit ;  two  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  inhabitants.  It  has  a  good 
harbor. 

Amargos,*  twelve  leagues  in  circuit;  six  thou- 
sand inhabitants,  and  a  good  harbor. 

Paros,*  four  leagues  long,  and  three  broad  ;  two 
thousand  inhabitants. 

Naxos,*  thirty  leagues  in  circuit;  ten  thousand 
inhabitants. 

Serpho,*  four  leagues  long,  and  two  broad,  with 
a  ^od  harbor,  and  two  thousand  inhabitants. 

Thtrmia  or  Cythnos*  five  leagues  long,  and  two 
broad,  with  a  good  harbor,  and  four  thousand 
inhabitants. 

Engia  or  Egyne,*  near  the  Morea,  five  leagues 
long,  and  three  broad;  five  thousand  inhabitants. 

Coloury  or  Salamine,*  twenty  leagues  in  circuit, 
with  a  good  harbor,  and  eight  thousand  inhabi- 
tants. 

Zea  or  Ceos,*  six  leagues  long,  and  three  broad  ; 
six  thousand  inhabitants. 

Syra  or  Svros,*  fifteen  leagues  in  circuit,  with 
a  harbor,  and  five  thousand  inhabitants. 

Dili  or  Delos,*  not  inhabited. 

Myconi,*  twelve  leagues  in  circuit,  with  a  good 
harbor,  and  four  thousand  inhabitants. 

Tine  or  Tenos,*  seven  leagues  long,  and  three 
broad,  and  nine  thousand  inhabitants. 

Andros,*  thirty  leagues  in  circuit ;  a  harbor,  and 
twelve  thousand  inhabitants. 

Negropont  or  Eubea,t  four  leagues  long,  and  ten 
broad;  twenty-five  thousand  inhabitants. 

Skiros,  six  leagues  long,  and  three  broad:  six 
thousand  inhabitants. 

Scopelos,  eight  leagues  long,  and  four  broad; 
seven  thousand  inhabitants. 

Thassos,  thirty  leagues  in  circuit,  with  a  good 
harbor,  and  eight  thousand  inhabitants. 

(1)  Vid.  Abridgment  of  Geography,  by  rAngloi«, 
T.  2,  pp.  24,  320. 
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Samandraky  or  Samothrace,  eight  leagues  in 
circuit,  aad  two  ihousaod  inhabitants. 

Imbros,  ten  leagues  in  circuit,  with  a  fortified 
harbor,  and  three  thousand  inhabitants. 

Staliroene  or  Lemnos,*  ten  leagues  long,  and 
eight  broad,  with  a  fortified  harbor,  and  twenty 
thousand  inhabitants. 

Tenedos,  fifteen  leagues  in  circuit,  with  a  forti- 
fied harbor,  and  five  thousand  inhabitants. 

Mitylene  or  Lesbos,  twenty  leagues  long  and 
fifteen  broad,  with  a  fortified  harbor  and  eighteen 
thousand  inhabitants. 

Chio,t  fifteen  leagues  in  circuit,  [long]  and  five 
broad,  with  a  large  and  good  harbor,  and  sixty 
thousand  inhabitants. 

Samos,*  twelve  leagues  long  and  six  broad,  with 
two  harbors,  and  twelve  thousand  inhabitants. 

Nicari,  or  Icaria,*  eight  leagues  long  and   three 
broad  ;  two  thousand  inhabitants. 
Patmos*  few  inhabitants. 

Leros,*  with  a  large  harbor  and  few  inhabitants. 
Calimne,  or  Claros,*  six  leagues  in  circuit,  with 
a  good  harbor,  and  three  thou>and  inhabitants. 

Sianco,  or  Cos,*  ten  leagues  long  and  four 
broad,  with  a  fortified  harbor,  and  five  thousand 
inhabitants. 

Stirapalie,  or  Astipaloe,*  seven  leagues  long 
and  three  broad,  with  a  good  harbor  and  six  thou- 
sand inhabitants. 

Carpathos,*  twelve  leagues  in  circuit,  with  a 
harbur  and  four  thousand  inhabitants. 

Rhodes,  twenty-five  leagues  long  and  twenty 
broad;  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  inhabi- 
tants. The  city  of  Rhodes  is  fortified;  it  has  a 
lar^e  and  good  harbor. 

Cyprus,  one  hundred  and  thirty  leagues  long 
and  sixty  at  its  greatest  breadth.  Its  population 
is  eighty-three  thousand.  The  cities  are,  Nicosia, 
Cerina,  (a  large  harbor,)  Paphos,  Limassal,  Fa- 
inagouste  and  Lamaca. 

The  islands  of  idra,*  Spetzia,*  and  Ipsara,*  very 
important  for  their  marine,  reckon  a  population 
of  fifty-eight  thousand  souls,  or  thereby. 

The  sura  total  of  the  population  of  the  islands 
of  Greece,  may  be  estimated  at  eight  hundred  and 
thirty  thousand  inhabitants,  among  which  are  in- 
cluded about  one  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  Ma- 
hometans, and  seven  hundred  and  seventy  thou- 
sand Christians.  Add  two  hundred  and  seventy 
thousand  tor  the  Morea,  and  one  million  for  con- 
tinental Greece,  and  there  is  two  million  and  forty 
thousand  for  the  Greek  population  of  these  coun- 
tries. The  Greek  inhabitants  of  Thrace,  of  Bulga- 
ria, of  Constantinople,  of  Smyrna,  and  of  all  Asia 
Minor,  are  not  included  in  this  number. 

According  to  a  detailed  table,  digested  in  the 
year  1813,  the  Greek  marine  of  the  islands  and  of 
different  ports  of  Greece,  amounted  to  six  hundred 
and  fifteen  merchant  vessels,  five  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  seventy-eight  cannons,  and  seventeen 
thousand  five  hundred  and  twenty-six  sailors;  of 
which,  two  hundred  and  forty  vessels,  four  thou- 
sand three  hundred  and  twenty  cannons,  and  nine 
thou>and  nine  hundred  sailors,  belong  to  the  three 
islands  alone,  of  idra,  Spetzia,  and  Ipsara. — (  Vide 
PouqwvilU,  T.  5.  pa^e  68.) 


FREWCH  SPOLIATIONS. 

[Communicated  to  the  House,  Feb.  6,  1824.] 

To  tlu  Speaker  of  the  House  of 

Representatives  of  the  United  States : 

I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives  a 
report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  agreeably  to 
a  resolution  of  that  House  of  the  11th  of  Decem- 
ber last,  with  the  papers  which  accompanied  that 
report. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Washinoton,  Fth.  2,  1824. 


Department  of  State, 

Washinytim,  Feb.  2,  1824. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  has  been  re- 
ferred the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, of  the  11th  of  December  last,  "requesting 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  communi- 
cate to  that  House  copies  of  such  parts  of  the  cor- 
respondence of  the  late  Minister  of  the  United 
States  at  the  Court  of  France,  with  the  French 
Government,  and  such  parts  of  the  correspond- 
ence of  said  Minister  with  the  Secretary  of  State, 
relative  to  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United  Slates 
for  spoliations  upon  our  lawful  commerce,  as,  in 
his  opinion,  may  not  be  inconsistent  with  the 
public  interest ;"  has  the  honor  of  submitting  to 
the  President  the  papers  required  by  that  resolu- 
tion. 

JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS. 


Extracts  firom  the  peneral  instructions  of  Mr.  Monroe, 
Secretary  of  State,  to  Air.  Gallatin,  Envoy  Extraor- 
dinary, and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United 
States  to  France,  dated 

Depaht.ment  of  State, 

WaMhinyton,  April  15,  1816. 

"  It  has,  at  all  time5,  since  our  Revolution,  been 
the  sincere  desire  of  this  Government  to  cultivate 
a  good  intelligence  with  France.  The  changes 
which  have  taken  place  in  her  Government  have 
never  produced  any  change  in  thisdisposition.  The 
United  States  have  looked  to  the  French  nation, 
and  to  the  existing  Government,  as  its  proper  or- 
gan, deeming  it  unjustifiable  to  interfere  with  its 
interior  concerns.  The  existing  Government  has, 
in  consequence,  been  invariably  recognised  here, 
as  soon  as  known.  Should  you  find,  that  un- 
founded prejudices  are  entertained  on  this  subject, 
which  a  frank  explanation  may  remove,  you  are 
authorized  to  make  it. 

"Cherishing  these  sentiments  towards  the 
French  nation,  under  all  the  Governments  which 
have  existed  there,  it  has  not  been  les,s  a  cause  of 
surprise,  than  of  regret,  that  a  corresponding  dis- 
position has  not,  at  all  times,  been  reciprocated 
by  the  French  Government  towards  the  United 
States.  The  history  of  the  last  ten  years  is  replete 
with  wrongs,  received  from  that  Government,  for 
which  no  justifiable  pretext  can  be  assigned.  The 
property  wrested,  in  that  .space  of  time,  from  our 
citizens,  is  of  great  value,  for  which   reparation 


has  not  been  obtained.  These  injuries  were  re- 
ceived, under  the  administration  of  the  late  Em- 
peror of  France,  on  whom  the  demand  of  indem- 
nity was  incessantly  made,  while  he  remained  in 
power.  Under  the  sensibility  thereby  excited,  and 
the  failure  to  obtain  justice,  the  relations  of  the 
two  countries  were  much  affected.  The  disorder 
which  has,  of  late,  existed  in  France,  has  pre- 
vented a  repetition  of  this  demand  ;  but  now,  that 
the  Government  appears  to  be  settled,  it  is  due  to 
our  citizens,  who  were  so  unjustly  plundered,  to 
present  their  claims,  anew,  to  the  French  Govern- 
ment." 

"A  gross  sum  will  be  received,  in  satisfaction 
of  the  whole  claim,  if  the  liquidation  and  pay- 
ment of  every  claim,  founded  on  just  principles, 
to  bo  established,  cannot  be  obtained. 

"  The  management  of  thi»  important  interest  is 
committed  to  your  discretion,  as  to  the  moment 
and  manner  of  bringing  it  under  consideration, 
in  which  the  prospect  of  obtaining  a  satisfactory 
reparation  will,  necessarily,  have  its  due  weight. 
You  will  be  furnished  with  a  letter  of  instruction, 
authorizing  you  to  provide  for  it,  by  convention, 
should  that  mode  be  preferred." 


The  Secretary  of  State  to  Mr.  Gallatin. 
Department  of  State, 

Washington,  May  7,  1816. 
Sir  :  On  the  presumption  that  His  Most  Chris- 
tian Majesty  may  be  disposed  to  provide,  by  spe- 
cial convention,  for  the  just  claims  of  the  citizens 
of  the  United  States  against  France,  as,  also,  for 
the  like  claims  of  French  subjects  against  the 
United  States — this  letter  is  given  to  you  by  di- 
rection of  the  President,  as  an  authority  and  in- 
struction to  negotiate  a  convention  for  that  pur- 
f>ose,  with  such  person  or  persons  as  may  have  a 
ike  authority  from  His  Most  Christian  Majesty. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  (tc. 

JAMES  MONROE. 


Extract  of  a  leUer,  No.  10,  from  Mr.  Gallatin,  Envoy 
Extraonlinary  and  Minister  FlenipUerUiary  to 
tVance,  to  Mr.  Monroe,  Secretary  of  State  dated 

Paris,  November  11,  1816. 
"I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  copy  of  my 
note,  of  the  9th  instant,  to  the  Dukede  Richelieu, 
on  the  subject  of  indemnities  due  to  citizens  of  the 
United  Stales,  on  account  of  the  illegal  and  irreg- 
ular sequestrations  and  condemnations  made  un- 
der the  authority  of  the  former  Government  of 
France.  I  had  some  difficulty  in  collecting,  from 
scattered  documents,  the  information  necessary  to 
present  a  correct  view  of  the  subject,  and  adapted 
to  exihting  circumstances." 


Paris,  November  9,  1816. 
Monsieur  le  Ddc  :  I  had  already  the  honor, 
in  some  preliminary  conversations,  to  present  to 
your  Excellency  a  general  view  of  the  losses  sus- 
tained by  American  citizens,  under  various  illegal 
acts  of  the  former  Grovernmcni  of  France;  and, 


for  which,  the  United  States  claim  an  indemnity 
from  the  justice  of  His  Most  Christian  Majesty. 

The  right  to  an  indemnity,  being  founded  on 
the  law  of  nations,  extends  to  all  cases,  where 
there  has  been  an  evident  infraction  of  that  law, 
such  as  It  is  recognised  by  civilized  nations. 

Of  the  acts  of  the  former  French  Grovernment, 
openly  violating  that  law;  those  issued  on  the 
21st  November,  1806,  at  Berlin,  and  on  the  17th 
December,  1807,  at  Milan,  were  promulgated  ia 
the  shape  of  public  decrees,  applicable/at  least 
nominally,  to  other  nations,  as  well  as  the  United 
States.  Other  acts  were,  exclusively,  directed 
against  America  ;  appearing,  also,  sometimes  un- 
der the  form  of  decrees,  as  that  of  Bayonne,  of  the 
17th  April,  1808,  and  that  of  Rambouillet,  of  the 
23d  March,  1810;  and,  at  times,  being  only  spe- 
cial orders  for  seizing  or  selling  certain  American 
vessels  and  cargoes.  To  these  various  acts,  must 
be  added,  the  wanton  destruction,  at  different 
limes,  of  American  vessels  on  the  high  seas. 

That  the  Berlin  and   Milan  decrees,  so  far  as 
they  declared  liable  to  capture  and  condemnatioa 
neutral  vessels,  pursuing  an  innocent  commerce, 
and   contravening  no  municipal  laws,  were  an 
evident  violation  of  the  law  of  nations,  has  not 
been,  and  cannot  be,  denied.     The  plea  of  retalia- 
tion, grounded  on  a  supposed  acquiescence  of  neu- 
tral Powers  in  certain  acts  of  Great  Britain,  and 
urged  in  justification  of  those  decrees,  was  unjust 
in  its  principle,  and  altogether  inadmissible,  when 
affecting  a  neutral  instead  of  an  enemy.     And, 
even  that  pretence  for  plundering  a  friendly  Power 
was  abandoned,  when  the   two   belligerent  Gov- 
ernments, whilst  continuing  to  capture  the  vessels 
of  the  neutral  trading  with  iheir  respective  enemy, 
^rmitted  a  direct  commerce,  by  means  of  licenses. 
But  that   plea  was,  in   point  of  fact,  destitute  of 
foundation  with    respect   to    the    United    States. 
That  they  had  uniformly  opposed  the  aggressions 
of  Great  Britain,  on  their  neutral  rights,  is  noto- 
rious.    It  IS  not  less  true,  and  appears  from  all 
their  public  acts,  and  from  the  tenor  of  their  ne- 
gotiations with  both  belligerents,  that  it  was  solely- 
owing  to  the  acts  of  France,  to  the  Berlin  and 
Milan  decrees,  that  still  more  decisive  measures  of 
resistance  were  not  early  adopted  against  Great 
Britain.     So  long  as  France  and  England  equally 
continued  to  violate  the  neutral  rights  of  America, 
she  could  not  have  selected  either  of  those  nations 
for  an  enemy,  without  tamely  submitting  to  the 
aggressions  of   the  other,  and  without  deviating 
from  that  impartial  course  which  it  was  her  con- 
stant endeavor  to  pursue.     And  when,  at  last,  the 
French  decrees  had  been  revoked,  so  far  as  America 
was  concerned,  the  perseverance  of  England  in 
continuing  her  unlawful  orders,  and  in  violating 
the  rights  of  the  United  Slates,  produced  a  decla- 
ration of  war,  on  their  part,  against  that  country. 
Notwithstanding   the   intrinsic  justice   of   the 
claim  of  the  United  States  for  losses  sustained  by 
their  citizens,  under  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decree.*!, 
it  was  ioiimated  by  your  Excellency  that  those 
decrees  having   been   of  a  general  nature,  other 
natiuns,  that  had  also  experienced  losses  by  their 
operation,  would   have  had  an  equal  right  to  an 
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indemDity,  and  that  those  acts  not  having  been 
enumerated  in  the  last  treaties  and  convention;) 
between  France  and  the  other  European  Powers, 
amongst  those  for  which  a  corapensation  should 
be  made  by  France,  the  United  States  ought  not 
to  expect  to  be  placed  on  a  better  footing  than 
other  nations. 

It  would  be  preposterous  to  suppose,  and  it  can- 
not have  been  intended  to  suggest,  that  the  United 
States  can  in  any  case  be  bound  by  treaties  to 
which  they  were  not  parties,  and  in  which  no 
attention  whatever  could  have  been  paid  to  their 
interest.  Nor  can,  by  any  correct  analogy,  the 
principles  therein  adopted  be  applied  to  America. 

The  allied  Powers  naturally  sought  to  obtain 
indemnity  in  those  cases  in  which  they  were  most 
interested.    Almost  all,  if  not  all  of  them,  had 
been,  during  the  late  European  wars,  either  at  war, 
or  in  alliance  with   France,  whilst  the  United 
States  had  never  stood  in  either  of  those  relations 
towards  her.     Hence,  it  necessarily  followed,  that 
the   injuries  sustained  by   the   subjects  of  those 
Powers,  differed   essentially  from   those  inflicted 
by  France  on  American  citizens.     The  Berlin  and 
Milan  decrees,  so  far  as  they  extended  beyond  pro- 
hibitory municipal  regulations,  although  nominally 
general,  applied  in  fact  almost  exclusively  to  the 
United  States.     If  there  was  any  exception,  it  was 
in  amount  too  small,  and  applied  to  nations  whose 
weight  was  too  inconsiderable  to  be  taken  into 
consideration.     Of  the  other   Powers,  many  had 
DO  interest  that  indemnities  should  be  obtained  on 
that  account,  whilst  several  of  them,  namely,  Eng- 
land, Spain,  Holland,  Denmark,  and  Naples,  had 
a  direct  interest  that  the  principle  should  not  be 
admitted.     It  will,  of  course,  appear,  that,  by  the 
Convention  between  France  and  Great  Britain, 
compensation  is  to  be  made  by  France  for  all  the 
property  of  English   subjects   confiscated  or  se- 
questered, not  only  during  the  last  war,  but  also 
during  that  which  preceded  the  Treaty  of  Amiens, 
and  including  even  the  losi>  arising  from  the  re- 
duction of  the  public  debt  of  France,  to  one-third 
of  its  nominal  amount,  with  the  exception  of  the 
seizures  and  confiscations  made  in  consequence  of 
the  laws  of  war,  and  of  the  prohibitory  laws.  And  ' 
the   exception    precisely   embraces    the   principal  - 
classes  of  injuries,  for  which  the  United  States  j 
are  entitled  to  indemnity,  since  their  grounds  of  I 
complaint  against  France  are  the  abuse  on  her 
part  of  belligerent  rights  and  the  unlawful  exten-  | 
sion  of  prohibitory  laws  beyond  their  legitimate  ! 
sphere.  I 

Not  only  were  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  an  i 
evident  and  acknowledged  violation  of  the  law  of  I 
nations;  not  only  the  plea  of  retaliation  against 
England,  and  of  a  presumed  acquiescence  in  her  ' 
aggressions,  was  unfounded,  with  respect   to  the 
United   States  ;  not  only  neither  the  treaties  be- 
tween France  and  the  allied  Powers  are  binding 
on  America,   nor  the  principles  adopted  in  those 
treaties  applicable  to  the  relations  in  which  she 
stood  towards   France ;    but  those  decrees    were 
also  an  open  infraction  of  the  treaties  subsistino- 
between  the  two  countries;  namely,  of  the  12th, 
13th,  and  14th  articles  of  the  Convention  of  the 


30th  of  September,  1800,  which  did  not  expire 
till  the  31st  of  July,  1809.  For,  it  was  therein 
stipulated,  that  the  citizens  of  either  country  might 
sail  with  their  ships  and  merchandise  (contraband 
goods  excepted)  iVom  any  port  whatever,  to  any 
port  of  the  enemy  of  the  other,  and  from  a  port 
of  such  enemy,  either  to  a  neutral  port,  or  to  an- 
other port  of  the  enemy,  unless  such  port  should 
be  actually  blockaded  ;  that  a  vessel  sailing  for  an 
enemy's  port,  without  knowing  that  the  same  was 
blockaded,  should  be  turned  away,  but  neither  be 
detained,  nor  her  cargo  be  confiscated  ;  that  im- 
plements and  ammunition  of  war  should  alone  be 
considered  contraband  of  war ;  and  that  free  ships 
should  make  free  goods,  extending  that  freedom 
even  to  an  enemy's  property,  on  board  the  ships 
belonging  to  the  citizens  of  either  country.  The 
French  decrees,  in  vu^lation  of  those  stipulations, 
after  having  declareuthe  British  islands  and  pos- 
sessions in  a  state  of  blockade,  although  they  were 
not  pretended  to  be  actually  blockaded,  made  lia- 
ble to  capture  and  condemnation  all  American 
(as  well  as  other  neutral)  vessels,  sailing  on  the 
high  seas,  from  or  to  any  English  port,  or  even 
which  might  have  been  visited  by  an  English 
vessel,  as  well  as  every  species  of  merchandise 
belonging    to    English    subjects,   or   of    English 


origin. 


It  IS  true  that,  in  answer  to  the  American  Min- 
ister who  had  applied  for  explanations  respecting 
the  construction  intended  to  be  given  to  the  Ber- 
lin decree,  assurances  were  at  first  given  that  it 
would  produce  no  change  in  the  previous  regula- 
tions respecting  neutral  navigators,  nor  in  the  con- 
vention with  the  United  Slates.  This  construc- 
tion, which  gave  to  that  decree  the  character  only 
of  a  prohibitory  municipal  law,  was  adhered  to 
during  the  ten  first  months  which  followed  its 
promulgation  ;  and  it  was  only  in  September, 
18U7,  that  merchandise,  found  on  board  of  neutral 
vessels  at  sea,  was  declared  liable  to  condemna- 
tion, merely  on  account  of  its  being  of  British 
growth  or  manufacture.  This  fact  is  here  stated 
fur  the  purpose  of  observing,  that  the  assurances 
which  had  thus  been  given,  and  the  practical  con- 
struction thus  first  put  on  the  Berlin  decree,  pre- 
vented the  early  opposition  which  otherwise  the 
United  States  would  have  made  to  it ;  and  that 
this  supposed  acquiescence  on  their  part  served  as 
a  pretence  for  the  British  Orders  in  Council  of  No- 
vember, 1807,  which  were  immediately  followed 
by  the  French  decree  of  Milan. 

The  decrees  and  orders  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment, which  applied  exclusively  to  the  United 
Slates,  will  now  be  noticed. 

Assailed  by  the  simultaneous  aggressions  of  the 
two  belligerent  Powers,  the  first  step  of  the  Ame- 
rican Government  was  to  withdraw  the  com- 
merce of  the  United  States  from  the  depredations 
to  which  it  was  every  where  exposed.  An  em- 
bargo was  laid  in  the  (alter  end  of  the  year  1807, 
on  all  their  vessels;  and  notwithstanding  the  ex- 
traordinary privations  and  the  great  loss  of  reve- 
nue which  were  incurred,  that  measure  was  per- 
severed in  during  fifteen  months.  In  the  mean 
while,   strong   remonstrances  were  made  to   the 
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French  and  English  GoTernments,  on  the  subject 
of  their  unlawful  acts.  Not  only  was  the  appeal 
to  their  justice  fruitless,  but  it  appears  that,  by  an 
order  said  to  have  been  issued  at  Bayonne,  on  the 
17th  of  April,  1808,  all  American  vessels  then  in 
the  ports  of  France,  or  which  might  thereafter 
come  into  them,  were  directed  to  be  seized,  on 
the  pretence  that  no  vessel  of  the  United  Slates 
could  then  navigate,  without  infringing  a  law  of 
the  United  States,  as  if  the  infraction  of  a  mu- 
nicipal law  could  be  lawfully  punished  by  a  for- 
eign Power;  as  if  it  had  not  been  notorious  that 
a  number  of  American  vessels,  which  were  abroad 
when  the  embargo  became  known  to  them,  re- 
mained in  foreign  seas  and  countries,  in  order  to 
avoid  the  eflfect  of  that  law. 

The  pressure  of  the  embargo  on  the  agriculture 
and  commerce  of  the  United  States  became  such, 
that    Congress  found   it   proper   to   modify   that 
measure.     By  a  law  of  the  1st  March,  1809,  the 
act  laying  an  embargo  was  repealed  with  respect 
to  all  countries,   England  and  France  only  ex- 
cepted, and  the  vessels  and  merchandise  of  both 
countries  were  excluded  from  the  United  Slates 
after  the  20th  of  May  following ;  with  the  provi- 
so, that,  in  case  either  France  or  Great  Britain 
should  so  revoke  or  modify  their  edicts,  as  that 
they  should  cease  to  violate  the  neutral  commerce 
of  the  United  Slates,  the  commercial  intercourse 
ot  the  United  States  should  be  renewed  with  the 
nation  so  doing.     This  law  in  its  nature  was  en- 
tirely municipal  and   pacific  ;  and  its  object  was 
to  avoid  immediate  hostilities  and  to  give  further 
time  for  negotiations;  to  withdraw,  as  far  as  prac- 
ticable, the  navigation  of  the  United  Stales  from 
the  operation  of  the  unlawful  acts  of  both  France 
and  England,  and  to  give  to  both  sufficient   in- 
ducements for  repealing  their  edicts,  by  the  actual 
privation  of  the  benefits  derived  from  the  Ameri- 
can commerce,  and  by  the  prospect  that,  in  case 
of  such  repeal  by  either  nation,  she  would  again 
enjoy  those  advantages  of  which  her  enemy  would 
continue  to  be  deprived. 

The  act  was  officially  communicated  on  the 
29th  of  April,  1809,  by  the  American  Minister,  to 
the  French  Government.  It  was  not  at  that  time 
treated  as  hostile;  and  if  it  produced  no  favorable 
change,  no  remonstrance  was  made  against  it. 
But,  towards  the  end  of  the  same  year,  orders 
were  given  to  seize  all  the  American  vessels  in 
France,  or  in  the  countries  occupied  by  her  arms ; 
and  after  a  great  number  had  been  thus  seized,' 
principally  in  Spain  and  in  Holland,  an  imperial 
decree  was,  on  the  23d  March,  1810,  issued  at 
Rambouillet,  ordering  or  rather  confirming  that 
seizure,  extending  it  to  all  American  vessels  which 
had  entered  France  or  those  countries  since  the 
20ih  May,  1809,  and  directing  that  the  product  of 
the  sales  should  be  deposited  in  the  caisse  d'amor- 
tissement.  The  act  of  Congress  of  1st  March 
1809,  was  alleged  as  the  motive  for  that  outrage- 
ous measure.  In  point  of  fact,  it  is  not  believed 
that  any  vessel,  the  property  of  French  subjects 
had  been  forfeited  for  a  violation  of  that  act.  At 
least,  it  is  not  recollected  that  any  application  was 
made  for  the  remission  of  such'  forfeiture,  to  the  I 


Treasury  Department,  which,  by  the  law,  was 
authorized   to  grant  such  remissions,  and  would 
certainly  have  done  it,  in  any  case  where  the  law 
might  not  have  been  within  the  knowledge  of  the 
parties.     But  it  cannot  be  necessary  seriously  to 
discuss  a  plea  which  was  evidently  but  a  pretence 
for  plunder.     It  will  be  sufficient  to  observe,  that 
the  gross  injustice  of  the  Rambouillet  decree  con- 
sists in  its  retrospective  operation;  and  that  if  the 
French  Government  had   promulgated  an  order, 
excluding  American   vessels   from    the  ports  of 
France  and  of  the  countries  occupied  by  her  arms, 
and  pronouncing  the  penally  of  confiscation  after 
due  notice  of  that  order,  American  citizens  who 
might  have  voluntarily  and   knowingly  violated 
the  provisions  of  what  was  only  a  municipal  law, 
would  have  been  justly  liable  to  its  penalties. 

The  American  property  seized  or  captured  by 
virtue  either  of  those  four  general  decrees,  or  of 
special  orders,  which  are  but  partially  known  to 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  may,  in 
reference  to  its  present  situation,  be  classed  under 
two  general  heads,  viz:  that  which  has  never 
been  condemned,  and  that  which  has  been  actually 
confiscated. 

The  first  class  embraces  the  vessels  and  cargoes 
burnt  at  sea,  and  those  which  have  been  sequest- 
ered. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  make  any  observations  on 
the  deslrucuon  of  vessels  at  sea,  your  Excellency 
having  already  intimated  that  the  Government  of 
France  was  disposed  to  make  compensation  for 
acts  of  that  nature. 

The  vessels  and  cargoes  sequestered,  and  not 
condemned,  consisted  principally  of  those  seized 
at  St.  Sebastian,  and  other  places,  in  the  latter 
end  of  the  year  1809,  and  in  the  beginning  of  1810, 
and  sold  by  virtue  of  the  decree  of  Rambouillet! 
Fourteen  vessels  which,  during  that  Winter,  had 
been  driven  into  Holland,  and  which,  by  a  particu- 
lar agreement  between  the  Government  of  that 
country  and  that  of  France,  bearing  date,  it  is  said, 
the  16lh  of  March,  1810,  were  put  at  the  disposal 
of  France,  are  of  the  same  description.  And  ex- 
clusively of  other  special  orders  of  the  same  na- 
ture, which  may  not  be  known  to  me,  the  cargoes 
of  seven  vessels  arrived  at  Antwerp  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  year  1807,  and  which  were  permuted 
to  be  landed  there,  were  also  sequestered  and 
finally  sold  by  virtue  of  an  order  of  Government, 
dated  the  4th  of  May  ISIO.  In  all  these  cases 
there  has  been  no  condemnation,  no  final  decision. 
The  vessel  and  cargoes  were  only  seized  and  sold 
by  order  of  Government,  and  the  proceeds  of  sales 
deposited  in  the  caisse  d'amortissement,  or  in  some 
other  public  chest. 

The  right  to  demand  and  obtain  a  decision  on 
all  those  suspended  cases,  is  undeniable.  Either 
the  proceeds  of  sales  will  be  restored  to  the  lawful 
owners,  by  virtue  of  that  decision,  or  the  present 
Government  of  France  must  go  beyond  what  had 
been  done  by  the  former  Government,  and  decree 
the  final  confiscation  of  property,  which  even  that 
Government  had  been  unwilling  to  condemn.  I 
will  not  permit  myself  for  a  moment  to  suppose 
ihat  there  can  be  any  hesitation  on  that  question. 
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With  respect  to  property  actually  condemned    illet  decree  has  already  been  mentioned.     It  will 


without  intending  to  impair  the  indisputrble  right 
of  the  United   States  to  an   indemnity  for  every 


also  be  found  that,  in  several  instances,  the  Milan 
decree  has   received  a  similar  construction,  and 


condemnation  made  by  virtue  of  decrees,  violating  j  that  vessels  have  been  condemned  for  havmg 
the  acknowledged  law  of  nations,  I  will  beg  leave  |  contravened  that  decree,  which  could  not  have 
to  add  some  observations  on  the  manner  in  which  |  known  its  existence,  having  sailed  from  Americaa 
those  decrees  were  executed,  for  the  purpose  of  ports  either  before,  or  a  short  time  alter,  it  had 
showing  that  an  investigation  and  revision  of  those  been  issued,  and  the  alleged  infraction  of  the  de- 
condemnations  ought  to  take  place,  even  if  it  was  |  cree  itself  having,  at  least  m  one  instance,  taken 
admitted  that  France  had  a  right  to  issue  the  Ber- 1  place  prior  to  its  date, 
lin  and  Milan  decrees,  and  to  condemn  vessels  con-  I      5.  It  might  have  been  expected  that,  when  the 


travening  their  tenor.  The  time  necessary  to  ob- 
tain information  in  that  respect,  has  occasioned 
the  delay  which  has  taken  place  in  making  this 
communication,  since  the  last  conference  1  had 
the  honor  to  hold  with  your  Excellency. 

1.  These  condemnations  have,  as  has  already 


Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  were  declared  to  be  re- 
voked from  and  after  the  1st  of  November,  1810, 
no  further  condemnations  would  take  place  with 
respect  to  cases  not  yet  decided  at  that  time;  not- 
withstanding which,  it  appears  that  forty-eight 
ships  and  cargoes,  previously  seized  or  captured, 


been  slated,  been  made  in  contravention  of  an  ex-  \  were  condemned  subsequent  to  that  day,  namely 
istincT  treaty;  so  far  at  least  as  relates  to  property  ;  by  the  Council  of  Prizes,  eighteen  before,  and  ten 
seized  or  captured  prior  to  the  3Ut  of  July,  1809.  I  after,  the  28th  of  April,  Ibll ;  and  by  imperial 
2.  Several  of  the  condemnations,  or  rather,  acts  decisions,  eleven  before,  and  nine  after,  the  last 
of  confiscation,  were  made  by  what  has  been  !  mentioned  day.  Yet  the  decree  of  that  day  (28th 
called  "imperial  decisions,  meaning  thereby,  not  '■  of  April,  1811)  enacts  and  declares  that  the  Ber- 
those  cases  where  an  appeal  may  have  been  made  1  lin  and  Milan  decrees  are,  from  and  after  the  1st 
from  that  Council  of  Prizes  to  the  Council  of ;  November,  1810,  definitively  considered  as  if  they 
State,  but  those  instances  where  the  order  of  con-  i  had  not  existed  (tcmwe  nun  avtnus)  with  respect 
demnation  issued  from  the  Council,  or  from  Napo- 
leon himself,  without  any  previous  regular  trial 
and  condemnation  by  the  Council  of  Prizes. 
Such  proceedings  must  be  considered  as  irregular 
and  arbitrary  acts,  contravening  the  usages  and 


to  American  vessels. 

6.  Several  condemnations  were  made,  for  frivo- 
lous  pretences,  of  vessels  captured  after  the  1st 
November,   1810,  or,   in   other  cases   which   the 
general  decrees  could  not  reach  ;  such  as  alleged 
law  of  nations.     It  is  sufficien'tly   hard   for   the'  irregularities   in  the  ceriiticates  of  origin,   or  in 
neutral  that  his  property  should    be  tried  exclu-    other   ship-papers;    presumed    navigation    under 


sively  by  the  tribunalsjjf  the  belligerent,  where  a 
natural  bias  exists  itTfavor  of  the  captors.  It  is 
at  least  necessary  that  the  decisions  should  be 
made  by  a  regular  and  permanent  tribunal,  acting 
according  to  fixed  rules,  and  affording  every  se- 
curity of  which  such  an  institution  is  susceptible. 
But  the  United  States  have  a  right  to  demand 
that  those  imperial  decisions  should  be  annulled  '  place, 
not  only  as  contravening  the  usages  and  law  of  course 
nations,  but  as  violating,  also,  an  exi>iing  treaty. 
It  has  been  stipulated  by  the  22d  article  of  the 
Convention,  of  the  30th  of  September,  1800,  "  that 
in  all  cases,  the  established  courts  for  prize  causes. 


British  convoy;  mutiny  on  board;  intention 
to  remit  the  proceeds  of  sales  through  Eng- 
land. 

It  appears,  from  the  preceding  statement,  that, 
independent  of  the  illegality  of  the  Berlin  and 
Milan  decrees,  there  is  sufficient  cause  for  the  re- 
vision of  the  condemnations  which  have  taken 
Nor  is  there  any  thing  novel  in  that 
A  number  of  unlawful  captures  of  Ame- 
rican vessels  having  been  made  by  Great  Britain 
during  the  commencement  of  her  war  with  France, 
particularly  by  virtue  of  certain  British  Orders  in 
Council,  of  the  6ih  November,  1793,  it  was  agreed, 


in  the  country  to  which  the  prizes  might  be  con- 1  by   the  7ih   article   of  the  treaty   of   November, 


ducted,  should  alone  take  cognizance  of  them." 
Of  twenty-seven  vessels  and  cargoes  (captured  or 
seized  prior  to  the  1st  of  Novemt)er,  1810)  which, 
as  appears  by  a  li>t  before  me,  were  condemned 
by  imperial  decisions,  eighteen  had  been  seized  or 
captured  prior  to  the  31st  of  July,  1809,  the  day 
on  which  the  Convention  expired. 

3.  I  have  been  assured  that,  upon  investigation, 
it  will  be  found  that  some  of  the  decisions  of  the 
Council  of  Prizes  itself,  have  taken  place  without 
observing  the  forms  prescribed  by  law;  without 
giving  an  opportunity  to  the  parlies  of  bringing 
their  proofs;  without  an  examination  of  the  ship- 
papers,  and,  in  fact,  in  obedience  to  an  imperial 


1794,  between  the  United  States  and  England, 
that  full  and  complete  compensation  should  be 
made  by  the  British  Government  for  the  losses 
and  damage  sustained  by  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  by  reason  of  irregular  or  illegal  captures  or 
condemnations  of  their  vessels  and  other  property, 
under  color  of  authority  or  commissions  from  His 
Britannic  Majesty;  and  a  sum  exceeding  twelve 
hundred  thousand  pounds  sterling,  in  specie,  was 
actually  paid  to  American  citizens,  by  the  decis- 
ion of  the  joint  commission  appointed  in  con- 
formity with  the  said  treaty. 

From  this  view  of  the  subject,  I  have  the  honor 
to  propose  to  your  Excellency  an  arrangement, 


order.     A  decision  of  the  Council,  dated   10th  of  i  founded  on  the  following  basis,  in  which,  without 


September,   1811,  and   by   which  six   ships  and 
cargoes  were  at  once  condemned,  is  particularly 
mentioned. 
4.  The  retrospective  operation  of  the  Rambou- 


abandoning  the  just  rights  of  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  a  positive  siipulation  is  avoided, 
which  would,  at  that  time,  bind  the  Government 
of  France  to  make  compensation  generally  for 


Negotiations  toith  France — Spoliations. 


all  the  condemnations  under  the  Berlin  and  Milan 
decrees. 

1st.  That  the  Government  of  France  will  en- 
gage to  make  compensation  to  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States:  1.  For  all  vessels  and  cargoes 
captured,  seized,  or  sequestered,  which  have  not 
been  definitively  condemned  bv  the  Council  of 
Prizes,  and  the  proceeds  of  wnich  were  placed 
either  in  the  public  treasury,  in  the  caisse  (Vamor- 
tisaevunt,  or  in  any  other  public  chest ;  and  also 
for  all  vessels  and  cargoes  destroyed  at  sea,  and 
likewise  not  condemned  by  the  Council  of  Prizes : 
2.  For  the  losses  sustained  by  rea^on  of  such  other 
irregular  or  unlawful  seizures,  captures,  or  con- 
demnations, as  will  be  decreed,  by  a  joint  com- 
mission, to  have  been  made  contrary  to  public 
law  and  justice,  or  in  contravention  of  existing 
treaties. 

2d.  That  a  joint  commission  (or  commissions) 
shall  be  established,  with  power,  1.  To  liquidate 
the  amount  due  for  property,  either  destroyed  at 
sea,  or  sequestered  and  not  definitively  condemned 
as  aforesaid  :  2.  To  decide  in  what  other  cases  of 
irregular  or  unlawful  seizures,  captures,  or  con- 
demnations, the  Government  of  France  is  justly 
bound  to  make  also  compensation,  and  to  what 
amount. 

The  manner  in  which  the  commission  or  com- 
roisbions  should  be  appointed  and  organized,  may, 
it  is  presumed,  be  easily  arranged,  and  every  rea- 
sonable stipulation  will  be  admitted  which  may 
be  necessary  to  limit  exclusively  the  right  to  com- 
pensation to  cases  of  bona  fide  American  property. 

1  cannot  end  this  communication  without  sav- 
ing, that  the  present  situation  of  France  is  known 
and  felt  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 
It  is  evidently  the  interest  of  America  that  France 
should  be  prosperous  and  powerful.  It  is  the  sin- 
cere wish  of  the  Government  of  America,  that 
the  present  Government  of  France  may  soon  be 
relieved  from  the  difficulties  which  the  lamentable 
event  of  March,  1815,  has  occasioned.  It  is, 
therefore,  with  reluctance,  and  only  in  obedience 
to  a  sacred  duty,  that  a  demand  is  made,  at  this 
time,  which  may  have  a  tendency  to  increase 
those  difficulties;  and  every  disposition  exists  to 
accede  to  such  lime  and  mode  of  payment  as, 
without  being  inconsistent  with  the  just  rights  of 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  may  be  least  in- 
convenient to  France. 

Permit  me  to  request  your  Excellency  to  take 
the  subject  into  early  consideration,  and  to  com- 
municate to  me,  as  soon  as  may  be  practicable, 
the  determination  of  His  Majesty's  Government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

His  Ex'cy  the  Duke  de  Richelieu, 

Minister,  Secy  of  State  fur  tfie  Department 
of  Foreign  Afairs,  ^c. 


Richelieu  to  my  letter  of  the  9th  November  last, 
I  addressed  to  him,  on  the  26th  December,  a  short 
note,  of  which,  and  of  his  answer,  dated  the  16th 
instant,  copies  are  enclosed. 

'*  In  the  interview  which  accordingly  took  place 
to-day,  I  requested  that  he  would  proceed  to  state 
what  he  had  concluded  to  offer  in  answer  to  the 
basis  proposed  in  my  note  of  the  9th  of  November 
last.  He  said  that  his  offer  would  fall  very  short 
of  our  demands  ;  that  he  would  not  go  beyond  an 
indemniiy  for  vessels  burnt  at  sea,  and  for  those, 
the  proceeds  of  which  had  been  only  sequestered 
and  deposited  in  the  caisse  (Vamortissement.  He 
added,  that  he  would  make  his  proposal  in  writng, 
and  this  would  not  be  attended  with  much  delay. 
I  then  said  that  I  could  not  give  any  opinion  on 
his  proposal,  until  I  had  received  his  note,  but 
that  I  wished  him  to  understand  that,  if  the  Grov- 
ernment  of  the  United  States  thought  it  proper 
(which  I  could  not  at  present  promise,)  to  accept 
an  indemnity  for  certain  classes  only  of  our  claims, 
this  never  would  be  purchased  by  a  relinquishment 
of  the  other  just  demands  of  our  citizens." 


Mr.  Gallatin  to  tlu  Dnke  de  Richelieu. 

Paris,  December  26,  1816. 

The  undersigned,  sensible  of  the  important  bu- 
siness which,  at  the  opening  of  the  two  Chambers, 
must  have  engrossed  the  attention  of  His  Most 
Christian  Majesty's  Government,  has  heretofore 
avoided  to  urge  the  consideration  of  the  subject- 
matter  of  the  letter,  which  he  had  the  honor  to 
address,  on  the  9th  of  November  last,  to  His  Ex- 
cellency the  Duke  de  Richelieu.  It  has,  however, 
become  necessary  that  he  should  be  able  to  com- 
municate to  his  own  Government,  the  result  of 
his  application.  He,  therefore,  requests  an  inter- 
view, as  early  as  will  suit  the  convenience  of  the 
Duke  de  Richelieu. 

The  undersigned  embraces,  with  pleasure,  this 
opportunity  of  presenting  to  His  Excellency  the 
Duke  de  Richelieu  the  reiterated  assurance  of  his 
most  distinguished  consideration. 


Extract  of  a  Letter,  No.  19,  from  Mr.  Gallatin,  En- 
coy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  PlenipoterUiary 
to  France,  to  Mr.  Monroe,  Secretary  of  State,  dated 

Paris,  January  20,  1817. 
"  Having  received  no  answer  from  the  Duke  de 
ISih  Co.N.  1st  Sess.— 93 


[translation.] 
The  Duke  de  Richelieu  to  Mr.  Gallatin. 

Paris,  January  16,  1817. 
The  Duke  de  Richelieu  cannot  but  deeply  re- 
gret that  his  weighty  and  multiplied  avocations 
have  compelled  him  to  put  off,  until  this  moment, 
the  time  he  had  promised  himself  to  receive  Mr. 
Gallatin,  and  now  fixes  the  time  for  Monday- 
morning,  the  20th  of  the  present  month,  at  noon, 
if  that  day  meets  his  convenience. 

He  prays  him  to  accept,meanwhile,  the  renewed 
assurance  of  his  most  distinguished  consideration. 


Extract  of  a  letter,  No.  27,  from  Mr.  Gallatin  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,  dated  Paris,  23d  April,  1817. 

"I  had  an  interview  on  the  13th  instant  with 
the  Duke  de  Richelieu,  in  which  he  anounced  to 
me,  that  he  had  concluded  not  to  give  a  written 
answer  to  my  note  of  the  9th  of  November  last, 
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oa  the  subject  of  American  claims.  The  claims  I  Slates  to  accommodate  that  of  France,  as  to  the 
of  the  subjects  of  European  Power?  which  France  1  time  and  manner  of  making  compensation  to  the 
was,  by  the  Convention  of  1815,  bound  to  pay,  claimants.  1  added,  that  his  ueclinioff  to  answer 
had' been  estimated  at  a  sum  not  exceeding,  at  j  my  note  in  writing,  would,  exclusively  of  other 
most,  one  hundred  and  fifty  millions  of  francs  objections,  leave  no  trace  of  the  ground  on  which 
(or  an  annuity  of  seven  and  a  half  millions.)  ,  he  placed  the  postponement  of  the  subject. 
But  it  was  now  found  that  the  terms  thus  im- j  ''The  Duke,  without  answering  my  observa- 
posed  were  much  harsher  than  the  French  Gov-  \  tions  in  a  direct  way,  gave  me  to  understand,  that, 
ernraent  had  expected,  or  than  the  Allies  them-  after  the  great  sacrifices  to  which  the  King's  Min- 
selvcs  had  intended.  The  reclamations,  under  isiers  had  been  compelled  to  give  reluctant  assent, 
the  Convention  with  Great  Britain,  did  not,  in-  and  themagnitudeof  which  would  soon  be  known, 
deed,  exceed  the  sum  of  fifty  millions,  at  which  they  would  not  dare  to  take  the  responsibility  of 
they  had  been  estimated  ;  but  those  of  the  subjects  acknowledging  a  new  debt,  although  made  pay- 
of  continental  Powers,  filed  with  the  commission  ,  able  at  a  distant  period. 

appointed  for  that  purpose,  exceeded  twelve  bun-  !  "On  my  mentioning  that  His  Majesty's  Gov- 
dxed  millions,  without  including  a  portion  of  the  ernment  had  voluntary  recognised  all  the  engage- 
Spanish  claims,  the  time  for  presenting  which  '  ments  previously  contracted  with  French  subjects. 


had  not  yet  expired.  Many  of  those  demands 
would  undoubtedly  be  rejected,  or  reduced  by  the 
commission.  Still,  the  probable  amount  which 
might  be  declared  justly  due,  so  far  exceeded 
every  previous  calculation,  and  was  so  much  be- 
yond the  ability  of  France  to  pay,  that  he  (the 
Duke)  was  now  employed  in  seeking  some  means 
of  obtaining  modifications  which  might  bring  the 
payments  in  some  measure  within  the  resources 
of  the  country.     Under  such  circumstances,  and 


and  which  constituted  what  was  called  thearrurt, 
and  suggesting  that  the  sequestrations  of  Amer- 
ican property  might  be  considered  as  coming  un- 
der that  description,  which  would  prevent  the  ne- 
cessity of  asking  a  specific  credit  tor  that  object 
from  the  legislative  body;  he  answered  that  the 
law  would  not  justify  such  a  Construction. 

"Having  exhausted  every  argument  which  the 
occasion  suggested,  I  ended  the  conference,  by 
saying,  that,  as  I  could  not  compel  him   to  give 


whilst  unable  to  face  the  engaffements  which  me  a  written  answer,  1  would  reflect  on  the  course 
superior  force  had  imposed  on  them,  it  was,  he  i  which  it  behooved  me  to  pursue, and  that,  probably, 
said,  utterly  impossible  for  his  Majesty's  Govern-  !  I  would  refer  the  case  to  my  Government.  He 
ment  to  contract,  voluntarily,  new  obligations,  said  that  he  intended  to  write  to  Mr.  de  Neuville 
They  were  not  willing  to  reject,  absolutely  and  I  to  make  to  you  a  communication  similar  to  that 
definitively,  our  reclamations  in  toio  ;  they  could  i  which  he  now  had  made  to  me. 
not,  at  this  time,  admit  them.  What  he  had  now  j  "I  addressed  to  him  yesterday  the  letter  of 
verbally  communicated,  could  not,  for  many  rea-  ,  which  a  copy  is  enclosed.  Its  principal  object, 
sons,  become  the  ground  of  an  official  answer  to  |  as  you  will  perceive,  is  to  put  on  record  the 
ray  note.  He  had,  therefore,  concluded  that  a  ;  ground  on  which  he  had  himself  placed  the  post- 
silent  postponement  of  the  subject  was  the  least  '  ponement  of  the  subject,  and  to  leave  the  door 
objectionable  course,  since,  having  now  made  our  |  open  to  further  representations  respecting  cases  of 
demand  for  indemnity  in  an  official  manner,  the  ;  property  not  condemned,  in  case  you  should  think 
question  would  be  left  entire  for  discussion  at  some  ^  it  best  not  to  urge  further  at  present  the  demand 
more  favorable  time,  after  France  was  in  some  i  for  indemnity  in  all  cases." 
degree  disentangled  from  her  present  difficulties. 


He  added,  that,  if  there  was  any  apparent  incon 
sistency  between  the  language  he  had  formerly 
held,  and  what  he  was  now  compelled  to  say,  it 
must   be  ascribed   to    the  circumstances  he   had 


Air.  Gallatin  to  the  Duke  de  Richelieu. 

Paris,  AprU  22,  1817. 
Mo.NsiEUR  LE  Doc :  In  the  interview  which  I 


stated,  to  the  extraordinary  and  frightful  amount  had  the  honor  to  have  with  your  Excellency  on 
to  which  he  had  lately  found  other  foreign  claims  the  l3ih  instant,  you  intimated  that  the  increased 
to  have  swelled.  j  magnitude  of  the  claims  made  upon  France  by 

"After  some  remarks  on  the  disappointment  ;  subjects  of  European  Powers,  under  the  Conven- 
which,  after  what  had  passed  in  our  first  conver-  j  tions  of  the  year  1815,  rendered  it  necessary  to 
sation,  this  unexpected  determination  must  pro-  \  postpone,  to  a  more  favorable  time,  the  discussion 
duce,  I  repeated,  that  the  payment  by  France  |  of  the  American  claims  which  were  the  subject  of 
of  exaggerated  and  doubtful  claims  to  the  sub-  1  ray  note  of  the  9th  of  November  last.  Without 
jecis  ofevery  other  foreign  Power,  did  but  increase  j  repeating  here  the  unavailing  arguments  which  I 
the  injustice  of  refusing  to  admit  the  moderate  ,  urged  against  this  indefinite  and  unexpected  delay, 
and  unexceptionable  demands  of  the  Atnerican  |  I  will  only  say  that  I  am  not  authorized  to  accede 
citizens.  The  present  embarrassments  uf  France,  \  to  it,  and  that  it  cannot  be  viewed  favorably  by 
however  increased  by  the  magnitude  of  those  for-  .  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  after  the 
eign  private  claims,  could  form  no  solid  objection  j  assurances  which  had  been  siven  of  its  disposition 
to  the  recognition  and  liquidation,  although  ihey  to  concur  in  any  reasonabfe  arrangement  which 
might  impede  the  immediate  discharge  of  our  ,  might  be  propo-^ed,  with  respect  to  the  time  and 
reclamations.  It  was  with  this  view  of  the  sub-  ^  manner  of  making  compensation  to  the  claim- 
ject  that  I  had,  from  the  first  outset,  expressed  ants, 
the  disposition  of  the  Government  of  the  United  |      I  presume,  however,  that  the  postponement  is 
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intended   to  apply  only  to  those  claims,  which, 
though  founded  on  strict  justice,  were  found  by 
His   Majesty's   Government  in  a  situation   tnat 
seemed  to  render  a  convention  necessary  for  their 
proper  adjustment.     The  demands  for   property 
burnt  at  sea,  or  seized   and  sequestered  without 
having  ever  been  condemned  or  even  brought  to  a 
trial  before  any  tribunal  whatever,  are  not  of  that 
description.     They   are,   to  all   intents  and   pur- 
poses, an  arriere,  or  unliquidated  debt,  for  prop- 
erty seized,  which,  if  not  condemned,  must  be 
paid  for,  and  the  settlement  of  which  does  not  re- 
quire a   specific  convention.     It  cannot  be  sup- 
posed that,  after  His  Majesty's  Government  has 
not  only  agreed  to  pay  various  foreign  claims,  of 
a  different  nature,  but  has  recognised  all  those  of 
French  subjects  arisino;  from  the  acts  of  the  for- 
mer Governments  of  France,  the  citizens  of  the 
United  Stales  should  alone  be  excepted  from  the 
operation   of  thor«c  measures  dictated    by  justice 
and  sound  policy,  which,  under  most  arduous  cir- 
cumstances,  have    so   eminently   contributed   to 

surmount  every  difficulty,  and  to  restore  the  public 
credit. 

if  any  distinction  was  indeed  attempted  to  be 
made,  it  should  be  in  favor  of  the  citizens  of 
a  foreign  nation  at  peace,  whose  property  was 
forcibly  arrested  from  them,  rather  than  in  favor 
of  subjects  who  voluntarily  advanced  theirs,  and  in 
many  instances  with  a  view  to  an  expected  profit. 
But  no  such  distinction  is  claimed;  and  I  only 
trust  that,  whilst  the  communication  made  to  me 
compels  me  to  wait  for  further  orders  from  my 
Government  on  the  subject  of  American  claims, 
generally,  those  of  the  description  last  mentioned 
shall  not  remain  suspended,  and  that  orders  shall 
be  given  to  the  proper  authorities  for  their  speedy 
liquidation,  and  for  discharging  them  in  a  manner 
as  favorable  at  least  as  that  which  has  been  pro- 
vided for  the  claims  of  French  subjects  known  by 
the  name  of  arrierf. 

I  request  your  Excellency  to  accept  the  astur- 
ances  of  the  distinguished  consideration  with 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  most  obedient 
servant,  '  [ 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 


Extract  of  a  Utter  from  the  same,  No.  55,  to  Mr. 
Adams,  Secretary  of  State,  dated 

Paris,  January  2,  1818. 
"Fifteen  millions  are  spoken  of,  which,  with 
the  five  millions  already  paid,  and  the  three  allot- 
ted to  British  subjects,  will  make  an  aggregate  ot 
four  hundred  and  sixty  millions,  in  five  per  cent. 
stock,  paid  by  France  for  Europeaa  private  claims. 
Ours,  in  the  meanwhile,  remain  in  the  same  situa- 
tion; and  I  wait  for  an  answer  to  my  despatch, 
No.  27,  (of  the  23d  of  April  last,)  before  I  take 
any  new  steps  on  the  subject." 


Extract  of  a  letUr  from  the  same,  No.  67,  to  the  same, 

dated 


Extrnd  of  a  Utter  from  Mr.  Gallatin,  No.  37,  de- 
tailing the  substance  of  a  conversation  rcith  tlu 
Duke  de  RicMieu,  to  the  Setretary  of  State,  dat^ 

Paris,  July  12,  18ll 
"He  (the  Duke  de  Richelieu)  then  said,  that 
he  wished  it  to  be  clearly  understood  that  llhe 
postponement  of  our  claims  for  spoliations  Vas 
not  a  rejection  ;  that  a  portion  of  them  was  clon- 
sidered  as  founded  in  justice;  that  he  was  tot 
authorized  to  commit  His  Majesty's  Government 
by  any  positive  promise;  but  that  it  was  their 
intention  to  make  an  arrangement  for  the  dis- 
charge of  our  just  demands,  as  soon  as  they  were 
extricated  from  their  present  embarrassments. 
He  still  persisted,  however,  in  his  former  ground, 
that  they  could  not,  at  present,  recognise  the  debt, 
or  adjust  its  amount." 


Paris,  April  27,  1818. 

"  I  had,  in  my  letter  of  the  2d  of  January  last, 
mentioned,  that  I  would  wait  for  an  answer  from 
your  Department  to  my  despatch  of  the  22d  April, 
1817,  before  I  took  any  new  steps  on  the  subject 
of  our  own  claims ;  and  I   had  no   expectation 
that  a  new  application  would,  at  this  moment, 
prove  successful.  Yet,  it  appeared  that,  to  remain 
altogether  silent,  at  the  moment  when  an  arrange- 
ment for  the  claims  of  the  subjects  of  every  other 
nation  was  on  the  eve  of  being  concluded,  might, 
in  some  degree,  be  injurious  to  the  rights  of  our 
I  citizens.     It  was  also  apprehended,  that,  in  their 
j  public  communications,  the  Ministers  of  the  King, 
I  wishing  to  render  the  new  convention  as  paiata- 
j  ble  as  possible,  might  announce  to  the  nation, 
in  general   terms,  tbat  all  the  foreign  claims  of 
I  individuals  were  now  satisfied.     These  cousidera- 
I  tions  induced  me  to  address  to  the  Duke  de  Rich- 
j  elieu  the  note  of  the  3d  instant,  of  which  I  have 
the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy,  as  well  as  of  that  by 
which    he   acknowledged    the    receipt   of  mine. 
You  will  perceive  that,  in  his  communication  to 
the  Chambers,   (which    has    been   inserted,   cor- 
rectly, in  no  other  newspaper  than  the  Moniteur,) 
that  he  has   expressed  himself  in  the  following 
terms:  'France  (by   this  payment)  is  liberated, 
both  as  to  principal  and  interest,  from  all  the  debts 
contracted  towards  the  subjects  of  the  other  Eu- 
ropean Powers,  prior  to  the  20th  November,  1815.' 
The  consideration  of  our   claims  is  not  therefore 
barred  by  any  thing  which  has  taken  place ;  but 
there  is  not  yet  any  disposiitoa   to  take  up  the 
subject." 


Mr.  Gallatin  to  the  Duke  de  Richelieu. 

Paris,  April  3,  1818. 
Monsieur  le  Dec :  I  have  not  bad  the  honor 
to  address  your  Excellency  on  the  subject  of  Ame- 
rican claims,  since  my  letter  of  the  22d  of  April 
last.  The  disposition  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  never  to  abandon  the  just  rights  of 
her  citizens,  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  pay  every 
due  regard  to  the  unfavorable  circumstances  under 
which  France  has  been  placed,  is  sufficiently 
known  to  your  Excellency.  It  is,  however,  noto- 
rious, that  negotiations  are  now  carried  on,  for  the 
amicable  liquidation  of  all  the  private  claims  of 
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the  subjects  of  European  Powers  against  France  ; 
and  it  is  generally  believed  that  the  negoiiaiions 
are  on  the  eve  of  being  terminated,  and  that  the 
sum  to  bepaid  on  that  account  will  be  definitively 
settled.  The  magnitude  of  those  claims,  and  the 
uncertain  result  of  the  liquidations  contemplated 
by  the  former  conventions  with  the  Allied  Pow- 
ers, had  been  alleged,  in  April  last,  as  reasons 
which  rendered  it  necessary  to  postpone,  at  that 
time,  the  consideration  of  American  reclamations. 
It  has  therefore  become  my  duty  to  bring  these 
once  more  to  your  Excellency's  recollection. 

It  is  not  ray  intention  to  renew,  at  this  moment, 
the  discussion  of  the  justice  of  our  demands.  In 
this  stage  of  the  business,  I  could  only  refer  to  the 
facts  and  observations,  contained  in  former  notes, 
which  still  remain  unanswered.  But  I  must  say, 
that  further  delays  in  the  adjustment  of  Ameri- 
can claims,  when  those  of  the  subjects  of  other 
nations  are  settled,  could  not  be  viewed  favorably 
by  the  Government  of  the  United  States ;  whilst, 
on  the  other  hand,  a  simultaneous  and  definite  ar- 
rangement of  all  foreign  demands  arising  from 
the  injustice  of  the  former  Government  of  France, 
seems  most  consistent  with  sound  policy,  and 
could  not  fail  to  have  a  beneficial  effect  on  public 
credit. 

Whatever  course  may  be  pursued,  I  feel  satisfied 
that  the  result  of  the  late  negotiations  with  the 
European  Powers  will  not  be  considered  or  an- 
nounced by  His  Majesty's  Government  as  a  total 
liberation  of  all  the  foreign  claims  of  individuals  ; 
for,  however  unsuccessful  rny  endeavors  may  here- 
tofore have  been,  I  have  uniformly  ascribed  that 
result  to  the   untoward  situation  of  France  ;  and 


withdrawn  from  that  country,  and  an  adjustment 
has  been  made  by  the  French  Government  of  the 
claims  of  the  subjects  of  European  Powers,  there 
will  be  time  and  a  disposition  to  make  a  suita- 
ble provision  for  those  of  citizens  of  the  United 
States." 

"Meanwhile,  you  have,  herewith  enclosed,  a 
copy  of  a  statement  made  to  this  Department,  of 
a  claim  of  Archibald  Gracie  and  sons,  which  a(>- 
pears  to  stand  upon  grounds  so  peculiar  and  un- 
exceptionable, that  we  cannot  but  hope  the  French 
Government  will  give  immediate  satisfaction 
upon  it,  without  waiting  for  the  discussion  or  de- 
lay which  may  be  thought  necessary  for  others, 
and  without  prejudice  or  disparagement  to  them." 


Mr 


Gallaiin  to  the  Marquis  DessolU,  Minister  of 
Foreign  Affairs. 

Paris,  Fthrtiary  11,  1819. 

Monsieur  le  Marquis:  I  have  the  honor  to 
transmit  to  your  Excellency  a  memorial,  address- 
ed by  Mr.  Parish,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
to  his  Excellency  the  Minister  of  Finance,  on  the 
subject  of  a  claim  which,  it  appears,  has  been  laid 
before  that  Department. 

Having  been  confined  for  the  last  three  weeks 
by  indisposition,  1  have  been  prevented  from  ask- 
ing an  interview  of  your  Excellency,  with  which 
I  was  desirous  of  being  favored  before  I  presented 
to  you  this  memorial,  and  renewed  my  applica- 
tion for  the  settlement  of  the  American  claims  in 
general.  But,  having  recently  received  very  spe- 
cial orders  from   my  Government,  accompanied 


^y  *  P*'^^"^"^*"'  recommendation  of  Mr.  Parish's 
i  know\h'at  my  Government'has"never  ceased  to  !  c»aim,  I  am  no  longer  at  liberty  to  defer  the  dis- 
place a  firm  reliance  on   the  spirit  of  justice  and    cussion  ol  this  interesting  concern 


good  faith  which   animates  His  Majesty's  coun 
oils. 

I  request  your  Excellency  to  accept  the  assur- 
ance of  the  distinguished  consideration  with  which 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  Excellency's  most 
obedient  servant, 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 


[translation.] 
Duke  de  Richelieu  to  Mr.  Gallaiin. 

Paris,  JprU  7,  1818. 

Sir:  You  have  done  me  the  honor  to  address 
to  ine,  on  the  3d  of  this  month,  some  new  obser- 
vations on  the  American  claims,  which  I  shall 
take  care  to  lay  before  His  Majesty. 

Accept,  sir,  the  assurances  of  the  high  considera- 
tion with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  very 
humble  and  obedient  servant, 

RICHELIEU. 


Extracts  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  Slate  to  Mr. 
Gallatin,  daied 

'  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  December  31,  1818. 
"  No  communication   from  you,  since  your  re- 
turn to  France,  has   yet   been   received  ;  but  it  is 
hoped  that,  since  the  foreign  troops  have  been 


cussion  ol 

1  have,  therefore,  to  request  your  Excellency  to 
have  the  goodness  to  examine  the  official  notes 
which  I  had  the  honor  to  address  to  the  Duke  of 
Richelieu  upon  the  subject  of  these  claims,  and 
to  which  I  have  yet  received  no  answer.  I  shall 
not  now  enlarge  upon  the  view  presented  in  my 
note  of  the  yth  November,  1816.  By  that  of  the 
22d  of  April,  1817,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  nego- 
tiations on  that  subject  were  suspended  solely  ia 
consideration  of  the  trying  situation  in  which 
France  was  then  placed,  and,  especially  of  the 
embarrassments  of  the  administration  by  the  enor- 
mous and  unexpected  mass  of  claims  brought  for- 
ward by  the  subjects  of  allied  Powers.  These 
obstacles  are  now  happily  removed  ;  every  de- 
mand of  all  the  European  Powers  and  their  sub- 
jects has  been  amicably  adjusted  and  settled.  The 
rights,  so  legitimate,  of  the  citizens  of  the  United 
Slates,  alone  remain  unsatisfied.  My  Gorern- 
raeot,  preserving  an  unshaken  confidence  in  his 
Majesty,  cannot  doubt  that  the  time  has  at  length 
arrived  when  ample  justice  will  be  rendered  to  its 
claims. 

With  respect  to  that  of  Mr.  Parish,  it  may  be 
remarked,  that  it  is  very  simple,  and  is  suscepti- 
ble of  being  adjusted  without  waiting  the  result 
of,  or  in  the  least  interfering  with  a  general  set- 
tlement. In  fact,  the  cargoes  in  question,  were 
never  condemned,  but  were  only  sold  for  the  joint 
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benefit  of  all,  and  the  proceeds  deposited,  provi- 
sionally, in  the  Sinking  Fund.  It  is  further  im- 
portant to  remark,  that,  by  an  order  of  the  French 
Government,  permission  was  granted  to  the  con- 
signees of  cargoes  sequestered  at  that  period,  at 
Antwerp,  to  take  possession  and  dispose  of  them, 
on  their  giving  an  obligation  to  become  responsi- 
ble for  the  amount,  to  the  public  treasury,  in  the 
event  of  a  decision  pronouncing  their  confisca- 
tion. The  house  of  Mr.  Ridgway,  Consul  of 
the  United  States,  together  with  that  of  Mr.  Pa- 
rish, refused  their  assent  to  a  condition  which  im- 
plied an  admission  of  the  legality  of  the  seizure. 
The  European  consignees,  with  whom  this  con- 
sideration had  no  weight,  received  and  sold  their 
goods,  and  their  obligations  were  subsequently  re- 
turned to  them.  Thus,  by  refunding  to  the  houses 
of  Ridgway  and  Parish  the  proceeds  of  the  car- 
goes consigned  to  them,  the  decision  which  was 
virtually  carried  into  effect  in  the  case  of  all  oth- 
ers, similarly  situated,  will  only  receive  its  due 
application  as  it  regards  them. 

I  have  to  observe,  that,  although  the  claims  of 
both  these  houses  are  perfectly  similar  to  each 
other,  that  of  Mr.  Parish  is  the  only  one  which 
appears  to  have  been  taken  into  consideration  by 
the  Department  of  Finance. 

In  the  hope  that  my  health  may  soon  permit 
me  to  confer  personally  with  your  Excellency  I 
have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 


Extract  of  a  leUer  from  Mr.  Gallatin  to  the  Secretary 
of  State^  dated 

Paris,  My  3,  1819. 

"  I  transmitted,  in  ray  despatch  No.  100,  the 
<:opy  of  the  letter  which  I  had  addressed  to  Mar- 
quis Dessolle,  on  the  11th  of  February  last,  on 
the  subject  of  American  claims  in  general,  and 
more  particularly  of  that  of  Messrs.  Gracie  and 
Parish. 

"  On  the  23d  of  March,  in  transmittini^  to  the 
same  Minister  a  letter  from  Mr.  Hyde  de  Neuville, 
in  behalf  of  Mr.  Gracie,  I  reminded  him  of  my 
preceding  note,  and  requested  that  a  report  which 
the  Director  General  of  the  Doi>anes  was  shortly 
to  make  on  the  claim,  might  be  communicated  to 
me  before  the  Minister  of  Finances  should  decide 
upon  it.  This  was  the  more  important  as  the  di- 
rector was  known  to  be  decidedly  hostile  to  the 
^laim,  and  to  the  restitution  of  any  sum  which 
had.  in  any  shape,  found  its  way  to  the  public 
treasury. 

"  My  request  was  not  complied  with  ;  but,  Mr. 
Parish  still  thought  that  the  aflair  had  taken  a 
favorable  turn,  and,  not  expecting  an  immediate 
<lecision,  left  this  city  for  Antwerp,  and  went 
thence  on  some  business  to  England.  From  this 
last  country  he  wrote  to  me  a  few  days  ago,  and 
transmitted  the  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  addressed 
to  him  by  the  Minister  of  Finances,  and  by  which 
he  is  informed  that  his  claim  is  inadmissible. 

"  The  Minister's  letter  is  not  less  incorrect  as  to 

facts  than  weak  in  argument.     The  order  to  sell 

and  to  pay  into  the  treasury  the  proceeds  of  the 


sales  of  sequestered  property,  is  not.  and  was  not, 
by  the  then  existing  Government,  considered  as  a 
condemnation.  When  the  vessels  in  question  ar- 
rived at  Antwerp,  the  only  penalty  to  which  they 
were  liable  for  having  touched  in  England  was, 
to  be  refused  admission,  and  the  only  question 
was,  whether  this  exclusion  should  be  enforced,  or 
whether  the  consignees  should  be  permitted  to 
sell  the  cargoes.  It  was  not  at  all,  by  giving  a 
retrospective  eflfect  to  the  Milan  decree,  that  the 
cargoes  were  sold.  The  sale  took  place  about 
the  same  time  that  the  property  seized  at  St. 
Sebastian  was  sold.  It  was  done  by  virtue  of 
an  order  from  Government,  distinct  from  the 
Rambouillet  decree,  and  for  which  no  motive  was 
assigned.  I  have  requested  Mr.  Parish's  lawyer 
to  procure  copies  of  the  order  of  sale,  and  of  that 
by  which  the  money  was  paid  into  the  public 
treasury,  instead  of  the  caisse  d'amortissemerU  ;  for, 
although  the  substance  of  the  orders  is  known,  the 
text  has  not  been  communicated. 

"  But,  however  easy  it  might  be  to  answer  the 
Minister's  letter,  there  would  be  some  inconve- 
nience in  pursuing  that  course,  or  in  prosecuting 
further  Mr.  Parish's  claim,  distinct  from  others  of 
the  same  nature." 

"  The  decision  of  the  Minister  of  Finances, 
founded  on  the  assumed  principle  that  no  redress 
remains  when  the  money  has  been  paid  into  the 
treasury,  and  been  expended,  would  apply  with 
equal  force  to  all  the  American  claims.  If  it  be- 
comes necessary  fo  combat  seriously  that  doctrine, 
it  will  be  better  to  do  it  generally,  and  in  a  direct 
correspondence  with  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Af- 
fairs, than  by  answering  a  letter  which  is  not  ad- 
dressed to  me,  and  applying  my  arguments  to  a 
single  case." 

"  In  the  present  state  of  things  I  will  try,  until 
I  am  positively  instructed,  to  keep  the  negotiation 
alive,  but  without  urging  a  decision,  unless  I  can 
ascertain  that  a  favorable  result  will  be  thus  ob- 
tained." .- 


[translation.] 
The  Minister  of  Finance  to  Mr.  Parish. 

Paris,  May  22,  1819. 

Sir  :  You  have  applied,  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Ar- 
chibald Gracie,  of  New  York,  for  the  restitution 
of  the  value  of  the  cargoes  of  three  American 
ships,  the  Perseverance,  the  Hiram,  and  the  Ma- 
ry, sequestered  by  the  Imperial  Government  in 
1807,  and  the  proceeds  of  which  were  afterwards 
confiscated  by  it. 

Having  had  a  detailed  statement  laid  before  me, 
of  the  circumstances  connected  with  this  trans- 
action, the  documents  exhibited  established  the 
following  facts : 

By  a  decree,  issued  at  Berlin,  21st  November, 
1806,  the  British  islands  were  placed  in  a  stat^  of 
blockade.  By  articles  7  and  8  of  this  decree, 
every  vessel  coming  directly  from  England  or 
from  the  English  colonies,  or  havingi)een  there 
since  the  publication  of  the  said  decree,  was  re- 
fused admission  into  any  port;  and  every  vessel 
attempting  to  contravene  that  clause,  by  means 
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of  a  false  declaration,  was,  together  with  the  cargo, 
subject  to  seizure  aod  confiscation,  as  if  they  were 
English  property.  It  was  while  these  legislative 
measures  were  in  force,  that  the  three  ships  in 
question  arrived  at  Antwerp,  to  your  address. 
They  bad  put  into  England ;  a  circumstance 
which  was,  however,  not  considered  by  the  cus- 
tom-house as  an  irremissible  cause  of  confiscation, 
there  being  reason  to  presume  that  it  was  through 
stress  of  weather. 

In  the  interval  of  time  previous  to  the  decision 
which  was  to  be  made  by  the  chief  of  the  State, 
a  proposal  was  made  to  you  to  dispose,  condition- 
ally, of  the  cargoes  of  these  vessels,  on  your  en- 
gaging to  refund  the  proceeds,  in  the  event  of 
their  final  confiscation.  You  refused  your  assent 
to  this  offer,  and,  at  a  subsequent  period,  claimed 
its  execution  ;  but  things  had  then  changed,  the 
legislative  measures  having  become  more  rigorous. 

By  a  decree  of  23d  November,  1807,  it  was  de- 
clared : 

Art.  1.  "  That  all  vessels,  which,  after  touching  j 
in  England,  from  any  cause  whatsoever,  shall  I 
enter  the  ports  of  France,  shall  be  seized  and  con-  j 
fiscated,  together  with  their  cargoes,  without  ex-  j 
ception  or  distinction  of  goods  and  merchandise."  : 

By  a  retrospective  effect,  which  I  am  certainly  ! 
very  far  from  wishing  to  justify,  but  to  which  it  j 
is  proper  to  advert,  because  it  forms  one  of  the 
striking  features  of  the  case,  this  decree  of  23d 
November  was  tnforced  as  to  the  three  vessels. 
It  was  ineffectually  that  the  Director  General  of 
the  customs  represented  to  the  head  of  the  Govern- 
ment, that  the  English  had  no  interest  whatever 
in  these  three  vessels,  and  that  they  were  solely 
and  bona  fide  American  property;  an  immediate 
sale  of  their  cargoes  having  been  ordered  by  the 
supreme  authority  on  the  4rh  of  May,  1810.  This 
order  was  carried  into  execution  on  the  15th  of 
June  following,  and  the  proceeds,  at  first  deposited 
m  the  sinking  fund,  were  subsequently  withdrawn, 
in  conformity,  also,  with  the  same  superior  orders, 
and  placed  in  the  public  treasury,  as  having  de- 
finitively become  the  property  of  the  State. 

I  admit  with  you,  sir,  the  iniquity  of  these 
measures;  and  with  you  I  deplore  their  effects; 
but  to  repair  them  is  not  within  the  compass  of 
ray  power.  If  the  cargoes  in  question  siiU  existed 
in  the  custom-house  store,  they  should  be  imme- 
diately restored  to  you  ;  but  they  were  sold,  and 
their  proceeds  no  longer  exist.  The  whole  trans- 
action was  terminated,  irrevocably  terminated, 
four  years  prior  to  the  restoration,  and  it  is  not 
within  the  power  of  His  Majesty's  Government 
to  revive  an  obsolete  claim,  to  renew  a  discussion 
on  rights  which  are  extinct,  or  to  repair  individual 
losses  by  an  augmentation  of  the  public  burdens. 

With  the  expression  of  my  regrets,  be  pleased, 
sir,  to  accept  the  assurance  of  my  perfect  con- 
sideration. 

The  Minister  of  Finance  and  Secretary  of  State, 

BARON  LOUIS. 


a  letter  to  the  Duke  de  Richelieu,  in  relation  to 
the  American  vessels  "  Dolly"  and  ''  Telegraph," 
burnt  at  sea  by  two  French  frigates,  in  the  latter 
en-d  of  the  year  1811.  Mr.  Lagrange,  the  lawyer 
of  the  owners,  communicated  to  me  a  short  time 
ago,  the  decision  of  the  Council  of  State  in  that 
case,  copy  of  which,  as  well  as  of  my  letter  to  the 
Duke  de  Richelieu,  is  herewith  enclosed.  You 
will  thereby  perceive  that  the  application  for  in- 
demnity has  been  rejected,  principally  on  the 
ground  that  the  French  captains  roust  have  beea 
ignorant  of  the  revocation  of  the  Berlin  and  Milaa 
decrees,  since  the  decree  of  the  28ih  of  April,  1811, 
was  not  published  till  the  8ih  of  May,  1812. 

It  appeared  to  me  essential,  not  only  to  remon- 
strate against  this  flagrant  injustice,  but  also  to 
refute  at  large  the  doctrine  thus  attempted  to  be 
established,  in  violation  of  the  solemn  engage- 
ments of  the  French  Government.  The  effect  the 
decision  might  have  on  our  claims  in  general,  and 
the  ground  which  had  been  uniformly  assumed  by 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  in  its  dis- 
cussions with  that  of  Great  Britain,  and  in  all  the 
public  reports  made  on  that  subject,  are  consider- 
ations too  obvious  to  require  any  comment  on  my 
ftart.  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  the 
etler  which  I  have  addressed  to  Mr.  Pasquier  on 
the  occasion,  and  am,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant, 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 
The  Hon.  John  d.  Adams, 

Secretary  of  State,  IVaihington. 


No  140.  . 

Paris,  March  16,  1820. 
Sir  :  I  had,  on  the  9th  of  June,  1818,  addressed 


Paris,  June  9,  1818. 

Monsieur  le  Due:  I  had  heretofore  abstained 
from  addressing  your  Excellency  on  the  subject  of 
special  American  claims  for  spoliations  committed 
on  our  commerce  by  the  French  authorities.  A 
general  decision  had  appeared,  and  still  seems  to 
be,  the  most  eligible  mode  of  coming  to  a  satisfac- 
tory arrangement.  Being,  however,  informed^ 
that  some  cases  are  still  pending  before  the  Coun- 
cil of  State,  it  becomes  my  duty  to  depart  in  these 
instances  from  the  line  of  conduct  I  had  adopted. 

I  have,  therefore,  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your 
Excellency  a  memoir,  addressed  to  the  King  in 
Council,  in  behalf  of  the  owners  of  the  ships 
and  cargoes  of  the  American  vessels  Dolly  and 
Telegraph,  burnt  at  sea  in  November  and  Decem- 
ber, 1811,  by  the  French  frigates  la  Meduse  and 
la  Nymphe. 

It  is  certainly  preposterous  to  suppose  that  His 
Majesty's  Council  will,  at  this  tune,  condemn 
American  vessels  for  any  presumed  contravention 
to  the  iniquitous  decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan. 
But  a  discussion  of  that  point  is  not  even  neces- 
sary in  these  cases.  It  is  evident  that  those  ves- 
sels were  destroyed  several  months,  at  least,  after 
the  solemn  revocation  of  those  decrees,  so  far  as 
respected  the  United  Stales.  It  is  equally  evident 
that  neither  the  presumed  fact  that  the  captors  were 
ignorant  of  that  revocation,  nor  the  omission  of 
formalities,  to  use  no  stronger  language,  on  their 
part,  can  be  plead  against  the  American  owners. 
It  seems  unnecessary,  in  a  case  so  plain,  to  enforce 
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these  arguments,  or  to  anticipate  objections.  In 
simply  recommending  it  to  your  Excellency's  at- 
tention, I  feel  a  perfect  confidence  that  the  parties 
will  obtain  from  his  Majesty's  Council  that  de- 
cision in  their  favor,  which  has  been  too  long  pro- 
tracted, and  to  which  they  are  so  justly  entitle^. 
I  pray  your  Excellency  to  accept,  ice. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 
His  Ex'cy  the  Duke  de  Richelieu, 

Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs^  ^c. 


[translation.] 
COUNCIL  OF  STATE. 

Extract  from  the  Register  of  del  Herat  ions,  session  23d 
Deceutber,  1819. 

LoDis,  by  the  grace  of  God,  King  of  France  and 

Navarre,  upon  the  report  of  the  Board  of  tluis- 

tions : 

Having  seen  the  petition  presented  to  u?  in  tie 
name  of  the  proprietors  and  owners  of  the  Ame  i- 
can  ships  the  Dolly,  and  the  Telegraphy  capturW 
on  the  29th  November,  and  6th  December,  1811, 
the  French  frigates  the  Mediise  and  the  Nymp, 
and  burnt  at  sea,  by  the  orders  of  Mr.  Raoul,  Ca 
tain  of  the  frigate  Meduse,  and  commander^, 
said  division,  the  said  petition  being  registered  \i 
the  Secretary's  General's  office  of  our  Council  pf 
State,  the  11th  June,  1818,  and  that  it  would  be 
our  pleasure, 

Isi.  To  declare  the  said  captures  null  and  illega  \ ; 

2d.  To  ordain  that  the  proprietors  of  said  ships, 
and  of  their  lading,  should  be  indemnified  for  the 
losses  which  the  burning  them  has  occasioned ; 

3d.  To  remit  them  to  the  legal  tribunal  for  the 
liquidation  of  said  indemnities,  under  the  reservia- 
tion  of  all  means  and  exceptions;  especially  lo 
proceed  and  conclude,  as  shall  be  proper,  agairist 
the  authors  or  accomplices  of  the  abstractions 
which  they  pretend  to  have  been  committed  on 
board  of  the  two  ships,  and  generally  under  all  the 
reservations  of  right ; 

Having  seen  the  proc^s-verbai  of  the  capture, 
and  of  the  burning  of  the  American  ships  DoUy 
and  Telegraph,  which  occurred  at  sea  on  the  29th 
November  and  6ih  December,  1811.  signed  by  the 
Captain,  Lieutenant,  Ensigns  de  Vaisseau,  (sec- 
ond Lieutenants,)  and  Purser,  (agent  compatible,) 
composing  the  crew  of  the  frigate  la  Meduse: 

Having  seen  the  acts  of  protest  and  declaration 
made  before  the  Consul  of  the  United  States  at 
L'Orient,  to  wit:  by  Mr.  Stephen  Bayard,  Cap- 
tain of  the  ship  Telegraph,  on  the  11th  January, 
1812,  and  by  Mr.  William  Friat,  passenger  on 
board  the  Dolly,  and  calling  himself  proprietor  of 
divers  merchandise  embarked  on  board  ofsaid  ves- 
sel, dated  the  29ih  December,  1811 : 

Having  seen  the  bills  of  lading  and  aflSdavits 
annexed  to  these  declarations: 

Havingseen  the  conclusions,  dated  31stOctober 
1814,  of  the  Attorney  General,  before  the  Council 
of  Prizes,  to  whom  these  claims  had  been  sub- 
mitted : 

Having  seen  the  decisions  made  by  this  council 
on  the  same  31si  October,  1814,  by  which  it  was 


ordained  that,  before  a  decree,  tbe  persons  com- 
posing the  crews  of  the  frigates  la  Meduse  and  /-a 
Nymphe  should  be  interrogated  upon  the  different 
circumstances  ofsaid  captures: 

Having  seen  the  proces-verbal  of  the  interrog- 
atories undergone,  on  the  13  January,  1815,  by 
Mr.  Raoul,  captain  of  the  frigate  la  Meduse,  and 
Mr.  Crom,  at  that  time  boatswain's  mate  in  the 
same  frigate,  from  which  it  results,  that  the  cap- 
tures and  burnings  took  place  in  consequence  of 
their  instructions,  which  prescribed  to  them  the 
execution  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees : 

Having  seen  the  decrees,  dated  that  of  Berlin 
on  the  21st  November,  1806,  and  that  of  Milan 
on  the  23d  November  and  17th  December,  1807  : 

Considering  that  it  is  evident  that  the  ship 
Dolly,  laden  with  merchandise  for  Havana,  sailed 
from  Liverpool,  a  port  of  the  English  dominion, 
and  that  the  ship  the  Telegraph,  laden  with  fiour 
at  Philadelphia,  was  destined  for  Lisbon,  at  that 
time  occupied  by  the  English  troop;  and  that, 
since  that  time,  these  vessels  sailed  in  contraven- 
tion of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees : 

Considering  that  the  first  public  notification 
which  was  given  of  the  revocation  of  said  decrees, 
with  respect  to  the  Americans,  took  place  only  by 
the  notes  inserted  in  the  Moniteur,  of  the  8th  of 
May,  1812,  several  months  after  the  capture  ofsaid 
vessels,  and  that,  from  that  time,  the  captains  of 
the  la  Meduse  and  la  Nymphe  could  not  know  it ; 
and  that  it  even  appears,  according  to  the  note 
dated  12th  March,  1812,  imputed  by  the  petition- 
ers to  the  Ministers  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United 
States,  that,  at  that  time,  this  Minister  himself 
did  not  know  it: 

Having  heard  our  Council  of  State,  we  have 
ordained  and  do  ordain  as  follows  : 

Art.  1.  The  petition  of  the  proprietors  and  own- 
ers of  the  ships  Telegraph  and  Dolly  is  rejected, 
without  prejudging  any  thing  of  the  reservations 
inserted  in  their  conclusions. 

Art.  2.  Our  Keeper  of  the  Seals,  Minister  Sec- 
retary of  State  of  the  Department  of  Justice,  and 
our  Minister  Secretary  of  State  of  the  Department 
of  the  Marine  and  of  the  Colonies,  are  charged, 
each  in  what  concerns  him,  with  the  execution  of 
the  present  ordinance. 

Approved  the  29th  December,  1819. 

LOUIS. 

By  the  King,  the  Keeper  of  the  Seals,  Minister 
of  Justice. 

^  ,  H.  DE  SERRE. 

Copy  conform  to  the  minute  registered  at  Paris, 
the  6ih  January,  1820,  by  Billard,  who  had  re- 
ceived 29f.  50c.  duty  included. 

The  Secretary  General  of  the  Council  of  State. 

HOCHET. 


Mr.  Gallatin  to  Baron  Pasquier. 

Paris,  March  15,  1820. 

Sir:  The  American  brig  "  Dolly,"  bound  from 
Liverpool  to  Havana  and  New  Orleans,  with  a 
valuable  cargo,  was  captured  or  burnt  at  sea,  on 
the  29th  of  November,  1811,  by  the  French  frig- 
ales  "  Meduse"  and  "  Nymphe."    On  the  6th  De- 
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cember  following,  the  same  frigates  also  captured 
and  burnt  the  American  s.hip  "  Telegraph,"  bound 
from  New  York  to  Lisbon,  with  a  cargo  consist- 
ing principally  of  flour.  Mr.  Barlow,  then  Min- 
ister of  the  United  States  at  Paris,  addressed,  on 
the  12th  of  March,  1812,  a  strong  remonstrance 
on  the  subject  to  the  Duke  of  Bassano,  then  Min- 
ister of  Exterior  Relations.  The  death  of  the 
American  Consul,  with  whom  the  captains  of  the 
vessels  destroyed  had  left  their  powers,  and  the 
interruption  of  the  communications,  occasioned 
by  the  war  which  took  place  in  1S12,  between  the 
Lnited  States  and  Great  Britain,  created  a  delay 
in  the  regular  application  of  the  parlies,  and  pre- 
vented an  immediate  decision.  The  affair  in  the 
meanwhile  look  the  usual  course,  and  was  trans- 
ferred, in  1815,  from  the  Council  of  Prizes  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Council  of  State.  On  the  ap- 
plication of  the  parties,  I  had  the  honor,  on  the 
9th  of  June,  1818,  to  transmit  their  meinoire  to  his 
Excellency  the  Duke  de  Richelieu,  and  added  such 
short  observations  as  the  case  seemed  to  require. 
It  was  with  equal  astonishment  and  regret,  that 
I  received,  a  few  days  ago,  the  information  that 
the  application  of  the  parties  for  indemnity  had 
been  rejected  by  a  decision  of  the  Council  of  State, 
of  the  23d  of  December,  1819,  on  the  following 
grounds : 

"  Considerant  qu'il  est  constant  que  le  navirele 
Ddly  charge  de  luarchandises  a  la  destination  de 
la  Havane,  sortoit  de  Liverpool,  port  de  la  do- 
mination Anglaise,  et  que  le  navire  le  TeUffrapf^e, 
charge  de  farine  a  Philadelphie,  etoit  destine  pour 
Lisbonne,  occupe  k  cette  eqoque  par  les  troupes 
Anglaises  ;  et  que,  des  lors,  ces  b&timents  navigu- 
oient  en  contravention  aux  decrets  de  Berlin  et  de 
Milan : 

"  Considerant  que  la  premiere  notification  pu- 
blique  qui  ait  eie  donuee  du  decret  de  revocation 
des  dits  decrets,  k  I'egard  des  Americains,  n'a  eu 
lieu  que  par  les  notes  inserees  dans  le  Moniieur  du 
huit  Mai,  1812,  plusieurs  raois  apres  la  prise  des 
dits  b&timens,  et  que,  des  lors,  les  capitaines  de  la 
Meduse  et  de  la  Nymphe  ne  pourroient,  en  avoir 
connoissance;  et  qu'il  paroit  m^me,  d'apres  la 
note  en  date  du  12  Mars,  1812,  attribuee  par  les 
requerans  au  Ministre  -f^lenipotentiaire  des  Etats 
Unis,  qu'il  h  cette  epoque  lui-m*me  ne  la  connois- 
soit  pas: 

"Notre  Conseil  d'Etat  entendu,"  &c. 
I  must  in  the  first  place  enter  my  most  solemn 
protest  against  this  decision,  so  far  as  it  seems  to 
sanction  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees.  These 
acts  were  in  flagrant  violation  of  the  law  of  na- 
tions and  of  common  justice.  The  United  States 
never  acquiesced  in  them,  and  have  never  ceased  to 
claim  the  indemnity  jusily  due  to  American  cit- 
izens for  the  injuries  and  losses  they  suffered  by 
reason  of  those  illegal  enactments.  But  it  is  un- 
necessary, on  this  occasion,  to  discuss  that  ques- 
tion. The  owners  of  the  DoUy  and  Ttkgraph 
claimed  indemnity  solely  on  the  ground  of  the 
previous  revocation  of  the  decrees,  so  far  as  they 
applied  to  the  American  commerce;  and  it  is  to 
that  point  alone  that  1  beg  leave  to  call  your  Ex- 
cellency's attention. 


I  am  at  a  loss  to  understand  whether,  by  the 
decision  of  the  Council  of  State,  it  was  intended 
to  assert  that  the  ignorance,  on  the  part  of  the 
French  captains,  of  the  revocation  of  the  decrees, 
deprives  the  parties  of  their  right  to  an  indemnity, 
or  to  suggest  that  the  revocation  was  to  take  eflect 
only  from  the  date  of  its  publication  in  the  Moni- 
teur.     Both  positions  are  equally  untenable. 

The  Council  of  State  seems  to  have  been  un- 
acquainted with  the  circumstances  which  attend- 
ed the  revocation  of  the  decrees,  and  to  have  sup- 
posed that  lluif  revocation  depended  only  on  a 
decree  of  the  28th  of  April,  1811,  and  to  have 
considered  this  last  decree,  not  as  the  result  of  a 
solemn  engagement,  but  as  a  mere  municipal  law, 
or,  at  best,  as  a  gratuitous  concession  to  the  Uni- 
ted States.  It  IS  difficult,  even  on  that  supposi- 
tion, to  understand  how  they  could  omit  alto- 
gether to  take  notice  of  the  clause  which  gives  to 
the  decree  a  retrospective  effect.  But  it  is  not  on 
that  decree,  as  an  insulated  act,  that  the  United 
States  found  their  demand  for  indemnity.  A  re- 
capitulation of  the  facts  connected  with  the  revo- 
cation will  place  the  question  on  its  true  ground. 
Permit  me  tirsi  to  take  notice  of  an  error  in  the 
statement  ofilke  Council. 

This  error  consi>is  in  supposing  that  the  Minis- 
ter of  the  United  Slates,  when  writing  his  letter 
of  the  12th  of  March,  1812,  to  the  Duke  of  Bas- 
sano,  was  not  aware  of  the  revocation  of  the 
Berlin  and  Milan  decrees.  His  ignorance  in  that 
respect,  had  it  been  real,  would  not  have  affected 
the  rights  of  the  claimants;  but  the  supposition, 
on  the  part  of  the  Council  of  State,  that  he  was 
unacquainted  with  it,  is  an  evident  proof  that 
their  own  decision  is  founded  in  error,  and  naust 
be  solely  ascribed  to  the  facts  not  having  been 
properly  laid  before  them.  If,  in  his  letter  to  the 
Ministerof  External  Relations,  Mr.  Barlow  did  not 
mention  by  name  the  revocation  of  the  illegal  de- 
crees, it  was  because  he  considered  the  burning  at 
sea  of  two  American  vessels  as  a  wanton  outrage, 
not  at  all  connected  with  those  decrees,  which, 
indeed,  did  not  authorize  any  such  proceeding. 
It  was,  perhaps,  also  because  the  revocation  was 
so  well  known,  both  to  him  and  to  the  Duke  of 
Bassano,  that  it  had  become  unnecessary  to  refer 
to  it  on  every  occasion.  That  it  was  thus  known, 
is  sufficiently  proven  by  all  the  correspondence 
between  them,  as  it  stands  in  the  archives  of  the 
department  over  which  your  Excellency  presides. 
It  will  be  sufficient  for  me  to  quote  Mr.  Barlow's 
letter  to  the  Duke  of  Bassano,  of  the  6th  of  Febru- 
ary, 1812,  aud  written,  therefore,  about  a  month 
prior  to  the  time  at  which  he  is  supposed  to  have 
been  ignorant  of  the  revocation.  In  that  letter 
(of  the  6ih  of  February,  1812)  Mr.  Barlow  com- 
plains that  the  brig  Belisarius  of  New  York  was 
about  to  be  confiscated  as  liable  to  the  decree  of 
Milan,  and  then  says:  "I  know  positively  that 
this  American  vessel  left  New  York  the  17th  of 
June,  1811,  seven  months  after  the  revocation  of 
the  decrees  of  Milan  aud  Berlin  I'  He  concludes 
by  ascribing  the  decision  to  an  error  of  date,  by 
which  the  year  1810  may  have  been  take1!»  for  the 
year  1811,  and  asking  for  a  revision  of  the  affair. 
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The  Duke  of  Bassano,  in  bis  answer,  dated  thle  '  the  various  acts  of  Congress,  he  says:  "  In  this 
16th  of  March,  1812,  informs  Mr.  Barlow  that  thie  !  new  state  of  things,  I  am  authorized  to  declare  to 
difficulty  in  that  case  arose  from  some  irregularity  '  you,  that  the  decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan  are  re- 
in the  ship-papers  respecting  the  ownership,  which  |  voked,  and  that,  after  the  first  of  November,  they 
was  a  formal  contravention  of  the  rules  of  navi-  ,  will  cease  to  have  effect;  it  being  understood  that, 
gallon  generally  adopted  and  established  at  all  |  in  consequence  of  this  declaration,  the  English 
times;  that  the  vessel  and  the  part  of  the  cargo  of  [  shall  revoke  their  Orders  in  Council,  and  renounce 
which  the  ownership  (pour  compte)  was  proven,  }  the  new  principles  of  blockade  which  they  have 
would  be  given  up,  and  time  allowed  to  establish  i  wished    to  establish,  or   that   the  United   States, 


the  fact  that  the  residue  of  the  cargo  was  Amer^ 
can  property,  conformably  to  the  ancient  rules. 

All  the  facts  relative  to  the  revocation  of  th 
decrees  are,   indeed,   so   perfectly   known   to  th 
French   Department  of  Foreign   Affairs,   that 
thought  it  unnecessary,  in  my  Tetter  of  the  9th  cif 
June,  1818,  to  his  Excellency  the  Duke  de  Richq 
lieu,  to  say  any  thing  more  on   the  subject,  but 
barely  to  refer  to  it.     I  had  presumed  that  every 
explanation   on  that 


conformably  to  the  act  you  have  just  communi- 
cated, shall  cause  their  rights  to  be  respected  by 
the  English.'' 

The  execution  of  this  revocation  depended, 
then,  on  the  alternative  of  two  conditions,  one  of 
which  was  not  under  the  control  of  the  United 
States ;  but  the  other  was  only  that  they  should 
act  conformably  to  what  they  had  already  an- 
nounced to  be  their  determination. 

The  President  of  the    United  States  did.  ae- 


on that  point  which  the  Council  of 
State  might  require,  would  be  of  course  supplied  j  cordingly,  by  his  proclamation,  of  the  2d  of  No 
by  that  department;  and  the  following  statemen|t  i  vember,  1810,  declare,  that  the  decrees  of^  France, 
of  facts  is  intended  for  that  body,  and  not  for  thfe  '  in  question,  had  been  revoked,  so  as  to  have  ceased 
urpose  of  giving  any  new  information  to  yout  i  to  have  effect  on  the  1st  of  that  month,  and  that 


Kxcelleocy 

It  is  well  known  that  the  Government  of  tht 
United  States  attempted,  by  various  successiv^ 
measures  of  the  most  moderate  and  conciliatory 
nature,  to  avert  the  injuries  inflicted  on  the  com- 
merce of  their  citizens  by  the  unlawful  decrees  of 
France  and  Great  Britain,  to  obtain  redress  for 
those  injuries,  and,  above  all,  to  induce  both 
Powers  to  rescind  those  decrees,  and  to  adopt  a 
course  consistent  with  justice,  and  with  the  ac- 
knowledged law  of  nations. 

An  embargo  of  fifteen  months'  duration  was 
succeeded  by  the  act  of  Congress,  of  the  1st  of 
March,  1809,  which  prohibited  the  introduction 
of  British  and  French  merchandise  in  the  United 
States,  and  interdicted  their  ports  to  vessels  of 
both  nations.  To  this  tem(>orary  act,  which  ex- 
pired on  the  1st  of  May,  1810,  another  was  sub- 
stituted, of  the  same  date,  by  which  it  was  en- 
acted, 1st,  That  the  ports  of  the  United  States 
should  be  interdicted  to  the  armed  vessels  of  France 
and  Great  Britain  ;  2dly,  That,  if  either  of  those 
two  Powers  should,  prior  to  the  3d  March,  1811, 
revoke  its  unlawful  edicts,  (which  fact  the  Presi- 


ail  the  restrictions  imposed  by  the  act  of  Con- 
gress, of  the  1st  of  May,  1810,  were  henceforth  to 
cease,  in  relation  to  France. 

On  the  same  day,  the  2i  of  November,  1810, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  Department  of  the 
United  States  transmitted  the  President's  procla- 
mation to  the  several  collectors  of  customs,  and 
gave  them  instructions  for  the  immediate  admis- 
sion of  French  armed  vessels  in  the  ports  of  the 
United  States,  and  for  the  exclusion  of  all  British 
vessels,  and  the  prohibition  of  all  British  mer- 
chandise, after  the  2d  of  February,  1811,  that  is 
to  say,  three  months  after  the  date  of  the  Presi- 
dent's proclamation,  in  case  they,  the  said  collec- 
tors, should  not,  before  that  day,  be  officially  no- 
tified, by  the  Treasury  Department,  that  Great 
Britain  had  revoked  her  unlawful  edicts. 

Although  both  those  documents  were,  at  the 
time,  officially  communicated  to  the  French  Gov- 
ernment, copies  are  again  herewith  enclosed. 

Great  Britain  not  having  revoked  her  edicts, 
the  interdiction  of  her  vessels  and  merchandise 
took  place  accordingly,  on  the  2d  of  February, 
1811.     It  received  an  additional  sanction  by  the 


dent  of  the  United  Stales  should  declare  by  proc-  !  act  of  Congress,  of  the  2d  of  March  following, 
lamation,)  the  interdiction  thus  imposed  on  armed  "  ■         •  ... 

vessels  should  cease,  in   relation   to  such  Power  ; 
3dly,  That,  if  the  other  nation  should  not,  in  that 


case,  revoke  her  unlawful  edicis  within  three 
months  thereafter,  the  restrictions  imposed  by  the 
act  of  the  1st  of  March,  1809,  that  is  to  say,  th^ 
prohibition  to  import  merchandise,  and  the  inter- 
diction of  all  vessel,  should,  at  the  expiration  of 
three  months  after  the  proclamation  aforesaid,  be 
revived,  in  relation  to  the  nation  thus  refusing  to 
revoke  her  edicts. 

This  last  act  of  Congress,  of  the  1st  May,  1310, 
having  been  communicated  both  to  the  French 
and  to  the  British  Government,  Ihe  Duke  de  Ca- 
dore,  then  Minister  of  External  Relations,  ad- 
dressed, on  the  5th  of  August,  1810,  a  letter  to 
Mr.  Armstrong,  then  Ministerof  the  United  States 
at  Pans,  in  which,  after  having  commented  on 


and  continued  in  force  till  the  month  of  June, 
1812,  wfien,  in  addition  to  that  measure,  Great 
Britain  still  persevering  in  her  refusal,  the  United 
States  found  themselves  at  last  obliged  to  declare 
war  against  her. 

The  United  States  having  thus,  with  perfect 
good  faith,  fulfilled  the  engagement  contracted 
by  their  act  of  the  1st  of  May,  1810,  and  on  which 
the  execution  of  the  revocation  of  the  Berlin  and 
Milan  decrees  was  made  to  depend,  it  follows, 
that  the  right  to  demand  the  complete  execution 
of  that  revocation  from  the  1st  of  November,  1810, 
and  an  indemnity  in  every  case  where  injuries 
were  sustained  subsequent  to  that  day,  by  Ameri- 
can citizens,  under  color  of  those  decrees,  is  fully 
established  as  the  result  of  a  positive  compact, 
and  is  altogether  independent  of  any  subsequent 
act  of  the  French  Government.  That  right  would 
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remain  entire,  e?en  if  that  Government  had  de-  ' 
parted  from  their  engagement,  and  had  attempted 
to  revive  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  with  re- 
spect to  the  United  States.     This,  however,  was 
not  the  case. 

On  the  25th  of  December,  1810,  two  letters 
were  addressed,  one  by  the  Duke  of  Massa,  Min- 
ister of  Justice,  to  the  President  of  the  Council 
of  Prizes,  the  other  by  the  Duke  of  Giete,  Minis- 
ter of  Finance,  to  the  Director  General  of  the 
Customs.  Both  letters  recapitulate  the  paragraph 
already  quoted,  of  the  Duke  of  Cadore's  letter,  of 
the  5th  of  August,  1810,  to  Mr.  Armstrong,  and 
the  substance  of  the  proclamation  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  circular  letter  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  Department,  of  the 
2d  of  November,  1810.  The  Director  General  of 
the  Customs  is  accordingly  informed,  that  the 
Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  must  not  be  applied  to 
any  American  vessels  that  have  entered  French 
ports  since  the  1st  of  November,  or  may  enter  in 
luture.  By  the  letter  of  the  Grand  Judge,  Minis- 
ter of  Justice,  it  is  ordered  that,  ''in  consequence 
of  the  engagement  entered  into  hy  the  United 
States,  (the  President's  proclamation,  and  the  cir- 
cular of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,)  all  the 
causes  that  may  be  pending  in  the  Council  of 
Prizes  of  captures  of  American  vessels,  made  after 
the  1st  of  November,  and  those  that  may,  in  fu- 
ture, be  brought  before  it,  shall  not  be  judged  ac- 
cording to  the  principles  of  the  decrees  of  Berlin 
^nd  Milan,  but  they  shall  remain  suspended;  the 
vessels  captured  or  seized,  to  remain  only  m  a 
stale  of  sequestration,  and  the  rights  of  the  pro- 
prietors being  reserved  for  them,  until  the  2d  of 
February  next,  the  period  at  which,  the  United 
Slates  having  fulfilled  the  engagement  to  cause 
their  rights  to  be  respected,  the  said  captures  shall 
be  declared  null  by  the  Council,  and  ihe  Ameri- 
can vessels  restored,  together  with  their  cargoes, 
to  their  proprietors." 

It  is  not  irrelevant  to  observe,  that  these  two 
letters  were  immediately  made  public  in  France. 
They  appeared  even  in  a  Bordeaux  newspaper  as 
early  as  the  30th  of  December. 

Accordingly,  as  soon  as  the  restrictions  on  Brit- 
ish vessels  and  on  British  merchandise,  as  an- 
nounced by  the  previous  acts  of  the  American 
Government,  had  actually  been  carried  into  effect, 
on  the  2d  of  February,  1811,  and  an  account  of 
It  had  been  received  by  the  French  Government, 
the  American  vessels  were  admitted  to  entry  in 
the  French  ports,  although  they  might  have  been 
in  contravention  to  ihe  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees ; 
and  the  vessels  which  had  been  captured  subse- 
quent to  the  1st  November,  1810,  by  virtue  of 
those  decrees,  were  released  in  all  cases  where 
some  other  objection,  unconnected  with  those  de- 
crees, such  as  the  question  of  ownership  in  the 
case  of  the  Belisarius,  did  not  occur. 

It  was  with  reference  to  all  these  circumstances 
that  his  Excellency  the  Minister  of  Marine,  in  a 
letter  of  the  30th  ol  November,  1818,  to  the  Coun- 
cil of  State,  staled  that  the  revocation  of  the  Ber- 
lin and  .Milan  decree  had  been  definitively  pro- 
nounced only  on  the  2d  of  February,  1811.     His 


expressions  are,  "que  le  Capitaine  Raoul,  com- 
mandant les  deux  frigates,  parti  de  la  riviere  de 
Nantes  de  28  Decembre,  1810,  n'a  pas  avoir  con- 
noissances  de  la  revocation  des  decrets  de  Berlin  ec 
de  Milan,  k  Tegard  des  Americains,  revocation  qui 
n'a  ete  definitivement  prononcee  que  le  2  Fivrier 
suivant."  Without  admitting  the  correctness  of 
that  statement  in  all  its  parts,  it  is  at  least  evident 
that  the  Minister  knew,  and  that  the  Council  of 
State  might  have  seen,  by  that  letter,  that  there 
was  some  other  act  besides,  and  previous  to  the 
decree  of  the  28th  of  April,  1811,  by  which  the 
revocation  had  been  already  definitively  pro- 
nounced. 

The  general  admission  of  American  vesseb  to 
entry  was  announced  to  Mr.  Russell,  Charge  de 
Affaires  of  the  United  States,  by  a  letter  of  the 
Duke  of  Bassano,  of  the  4th  May,  1811.  To 
prove  that  no  distinction  was  made  with  respect 
to  vessels,  in  contravention  to  the  Berlin  and  Mi- 
lan  decrees,  it  will  be  sufficient,  in   addition   to 

',  the  case  of  the  Belisarius,  to  mention  that  of  the 
New  Orleans  Packet. 

'  That  vessel  arrived  from  Gibraltar,  at  Bordeaux, 
the  3d  of  December,  1810,  and  had,  besides,  been 
boarded  by  two  public  British  vessels.  She  was 
immediately,  for  these  express  causes,  seized  by  the 
Director  of  Customs,  as  having  violated  the  Milan 
decree.  On  the  representation  of  the  American 
Charge  d'Affaires,  and  in  conformity  with  the 
letter  of  the  Minister  of  Finances,  of  the  25th  of 
December,  1810,  which  has  already  been  quoted, 
the  vessel  and  cargo   were  restored   to  the  con- 

I  signees,  on  giving  bond  to  pay  the  estimated  value, 
should  it  definitively  be  so  decided.  And,  ac- 
cording to  orders  given  to  that  effect,  the  bond 
was  cancelled  shortly  after  the  date  of  the  Duke  of 
Bassano's  letter  of  the  4th  of  May,  1811. 

With  respect  to  vessels  captured  subsequent  to 
the  1st  of  Nevember,  1810, 1  can  appeal  to  the  rec- 
ords of  the  Court  of  Prizes  for  proof,  that  not  a 

'  single  one  was  condemned  for  a  contravention  to 
the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees.  The  archives  of 
tills  legation,  though  necessarily  defective  in  that 
respect,  enable  me  to  mention  the  following  ves- 
sels, viz:  Two  Brothers,  Good  Intent,  Star,  Nep- 
tune, and  Acastus,  all  of  which,  having  been 
captured  and  brought  into  port  for  having  con- 
travened those  decrees,  were  acquitted  and  releas- 
ed, in  consequence  of  their  revocation.  Whether, 
besides  the  Dolly  and  Telegraph,  there  might  not 
be  some  other  cases  which  remained  undecided  in 
April,  1814,  I  cannot  positively  assert.  There  is 
none  within  my  knowledge. 

'  It  is  material  to  add,  that  all  the  vessels  which 
I  have  mentioned,  were  released  before  the  Stli  of 
May,  1812,  the  day  on  which  the  decree  of  the 
28th  of  April,  1811,  is  stated,  by  the  Council  of 
State,  to  have  been  published  in  the  Moniteur. 
And  your  Excellency  may  have  perceived,  that, 
in  the  preceding  statement  of  facts,  I  have  not 
alluded  to  that  decree.  Indeed,  if  the  Council  ol 
State,  instead  of  suggesting  that  the  revocation  of 
the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  was  unknown  to  the 
Minister  of  the  United  Slates,  at  the  time  when 
he  wrote  his  letter  of  the  12th  of  March,  1812, 


2965 


APPENDIX. 


2966 


Negotiations  tpith^  France — Spoliations. 


had  only  said,  that  he  was  unacquainted  with  th^ 
decree  of  the  26th  April,  1811,  I  would,  whils^ 
showing,  as  I  have  done,  that  his  ignorance  id 
that  respect  was  irrelevant  to  the  question,  hav^ 
acknowledged  the  fact  to  be  true.  That  decred 
was  first  communicated  to  him  on  the  10th  ot 
May,  1812,  and  did  not  reach  the  Government  o^ 
the  United  States  till  the  13th  of  July  following^ 
that  is  to  say,  one  month  after  war  had  been  de] 
dared  against  England.  It,  therefore,  had  ncj 
effect  on  any  of  their  acts,  or  any  part  of  theiil 
conduct.  The  compact  was  complete  without  iti 
and  rested  on  the  official  declarations  of  the  Min- 
ister of  Foreign  Relations,  and  on  the  execution 
of  the  engagement  on  the  part  of  the  French  Grov- 
ernment.  In  that  manner  what  Government  chose 
to  announce  the  revocation  to  its  officers  and 
subjects,  was  immaterial  to  the  United  States. 
The  only  point  in  which  they  were  concerned, 
was,  that  that  revocation  should,  according  to  the 
engagement,  be  faithfully  carried  into  effect.  And 
this  IS  the  reason  why  I  thought  U  necessary  to 
show  in  what  manner  it  was  executed  in  France. 
Why  the  publication  of  the  decree  of  the  28th 
April,  1811,  was  delayed,  is  not  known  to  the 
United  States,  and  they  have  no  interest  in  know- 
ing it.  The  delay  cannot  affect  them,  since  their 
rights,  founded  on  compact,  are  independent  of 
the  decree,  and  would  be  precisely  the  same  if  it 
had  never  been  enacted. 

Had   all   these  facts  been  brought  within  the 
view  of  the  Council  of  State ;  had  that  body  been 
aware  that  the  revocation  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan 
decrees  had  been  the  result  of  an  engagement  taken  ' 
by  the  French  Government,  on  a  condition  which  ! 
had  been  faithfully  fulfilled  by  that  of  the  United 
States;  had  they  been  informed  that  it  was  thus! 
considered  by  the  former  Government  of  France, >j 
and    that   every   decision   which   had   heretofore  i: 
taken  place  in  relation  to  American  vessels,  was* 
consistent  with   the  principle  that   those  decrees 
had  ceased  to   have  effect  with  respect  to  Ameri- 
can commerce,  from  the  Isi  of  November,  1810  ; 
ills  impossible  to  suppose  that   the  presumed  ig- |^ 
norance  of  that  revocation,  on   the  part  of  the  j 
captains  of  two  French  frigates,  could  have  beeni ' 
alleged  as  a  reason  why  the  owners  of  the  Dolly': 
and  Telegraph  should  not  be  indemnified  for  the 
destruction  of  their  vessels  and  cargoes,  more  than 
one  year  after  that  date.  ^ 

That  ignorance  on  the  part  of  the  captains 
may  be  accepted  as  a  sufficient  justification  for  ' 
every  part  of  their  conduct,  so  far  as  respects 
their  responsibility  towards  their  own  Grovern- 
raent ,  if  that  Government  thinks  it  proper.  That 
15  a  point  in  which  the  United  States  have  no 
concern.  But  that  circumstance  cannot  release 
the  Government  of  France  from  their  engage- 
ment with  that  of  America,  that  the  decrees 
should  have  no  effect  after  the  Ist  of  November, 
1810,  nor  from  the  obligation  of  indemnifying 
the  American  citizens  who  may,  in  contravention 
of  that  engagement,  have  sustained  losses  by  the 
erroneous  application  of  those  decrees  subsequent 
to  that  day.  I 

The  Government  of  France,  having  once  en-  ' 


tered  into  that  engagement,  became  responsible 
for  its  faithful  and  complete  execution.  The 
solemn  promise  was  made  the  5th  of  August,  1810, 
and  It  became  irrevocable,  provided  the  condition 
attached  to  it  was  fulfilled.  In  postponing  the 
execution  till  the  1st  of  November,  an  epoch  fixed 
by  the  French  Grovernment  itself,  time  was  taken, 
sufficient  in  its  own  opinion,  to  give  the  necessary- 
orders,  and  to  insure  the  performance  of  the 
promise.  It  became  the  duty  of  that  Government 
to  give  instructions  to  that  effect  to  their  tribunals 
and  officers;  and  they  are  bound  to  indemnify,  if, 
through  neglect,  or  any  other  cause,  some  of  their 
naval  officers  were  not  duly  instructed,  and  Amer- 
ican citizens  have  suffered  any  injury  on  that  ac- 
count. The  condition  annexed  to  the  revocation, 
as  announced  on  the  5th  of  August,  1810,  was 
only  that  the  United  States  should  act  in  con- 
formity with  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  1st  of  May- 
preceding.  •  As  there  was,  of  course,  the  strongest 
probability  that  that  condition  would  be  fulfilled, 
and  that  the  revocation  would,  as  in  fact  it  did, 
take  effect  on  the  1st  of  November  following, 
orders  ought  to  have  been  immediately  issued  to 
prevent,  after  that  day,  any  act  violating  theen- 
gagement.  It  may  be  added,  without  attaching 
much  importance  to  the  fact,  that  the  President's 
proclamation  and  the  Treasury  circular,  of  the  2d 
November,  1810,  were  communicated  by  Mr. 
Russell  to  the  Duke  of  Cadore,  on  the  17th  of  De- 
cember following ;  that  is  to  say,  eleven  days 
prior  to  the  sailing  of  the  Medusa. 

In  the  case  of  the  Dolly  and  Telegraph,  there 
are  two  distinct  acts  committed  by  the  captains 
of  the  French  frigates — the  capture  of  the  Ameri- 
can vessels,  and  afterwards  their  destruction.  In 
all  cases  of  capture,  the  United  Stales  have  a  right 
to  demand  a  trial  by  a  competent  tribunal.  Ac- 
cording to  the  present  jurisprudence  of  France, 
that  tribunal  appears  to  be  the  Committee  of  the 
Council  of  Stale,  known  by  the  name  of  "  Comit6 
du  Contentieux."  The  first  question  they  had  to 
decide  was,  whether  the  capture  was  legal  or  not. 
On  that  question  there  could  not  have  been  any 
hesitation.  The  series  of  the  acts  connected  with 
the  revocation,  the  decree  itself  of  the  28ih  of 
April,  1811,  all  the  former  precedents,  all  the  de- 
cisions of  the  Council  of  Prizes,  left  not  the  small- 
est doubt  that  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  had 
ceased  to  have  effect,  on  the  1st  of  November,  1810, 
and  that  any  subsequent  capture,  founded  on  those 
decrees,  was  illegal  and  null.  Indeed,  there  would 
have  been  no  difficulty,  if  the  captains  of  the 
frigates,  ignorant  of  the  revocation,  had  only  cap- 
tured the  Dolly  and  Telegraph  and  sent  them  into 
port  for  adjudication.  Those  two  vessels  would 
have  been  acquitted  and  restored,  as  were  all  the 
other  American  vessels  that  were  brought  into 
French  ports,  under  similar  circumstances.  In- 
stead of  pursuing  this  course,  the  French  captains 
plundered  and  burnt  the  ships.  This  act  renders 
the  restoration  impracticable ;  but,  the  capture 
being  illegal,  it  does  not,  at  least,  release  the 
French  Government  from  its  responsibility. 

A  belligerent  has  a  right  to  capture,  and,  at  his 
discretion,  to  destroy  the   vessels  of  the  enemy. 
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With  respect  to  neutrals,  he  cao  only  capture,  and 
send  in  for  adjudication,  the  vei^sels   pursuing  a 
trade  contrary  to  the  duties    impo.<:ed  on  neutrals, 
by  the  law  of   nations.     It  is  already  sufficiently 
hard  on  them  that  the  decision  should  be  made 
by  a  tribunal  of  the  belligerent  Power.     But  the 
benefit  of  such  trial  was  hever  denied  to  them, 
not  even  by  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees.     Those 
decrees  declared,  in  violation  of  the  law  of  nations,  ' 
neutral  vessels  liable  to  capture  and  condemnation  [ 
for  pursuing  a  legitimate  commerce;  but  they  did  , 
not  change  the  course  of  proceedings  with  respect 
to  the  mode  of  decision.     A  trial  and  condemna- 
tion, by  a  competent  tribunal,  were  still  necessary.  ■ 
Navy  officers,  by  the  law  of  nations,  never  are, 
and  even  by  those   decrees  were  not,  authorized, 
in  any  case,  to  burn  at  sea  the  vessels  of  a  nation  j 
at   peace.     Such    an   act    is    a    wanton    outrage, ; 
wholly  unjustifiable,  and  for  which,  if  at  any  time  | 
committed,   even   under  a  plea  of  necessity,  the 
nation  is  always  responsible.     The  most  aggra-  ' 
vating  circumstance  of  the  whole  case  cannot,  in 
any  view  of  the  subject,  be  adduced  as  a  reason  to 
defeat  the  right  of  the  parties  to  an   indemnity. 
That  mdcmnity  is  equally  due  by  the  Government 
of  France;  that  Government  is  equally  responsible  ( 
for   the  outrage  committed    by  the  officers  of  its 
navy,  whether  the  act  be  owing  to  neglect,  in  not 
issuing  in  lime  the  necessary  orders,  to  improper 
or  unauthorized  conduct  on  the  part  of  the  officers,  ' 
or  to  any  other  cause. 

Having   laid    before   your   Excellency  what,  I  > 
trust,  will  be  considered  a  conclusive  statement 
of  facts,  it  grieves  me  to  be  compelled  to  say,  that  , 
the  decision  of  the  Council  of  ^tate,  of  the  19th  ' 
of  December  last,  is  the  first  positive  act  by  which 
the   Government  of  France  seems  to  have  con- 
sidered itself  as  released  from   the  solemn  obliga- 
tion  contracted    with  the    United  States,   "  that 
the  Berlin  and  Milan    decrees  were  to   cease  to 
have  effect,  after  the  1st  of  November,  1810."    And 


No.  143. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Gallatin,  Envoy  Extra- 
ordinary and  Minister  Phnipotentiary  of  the  United 
States  to  France,  to  Mr.  Adams,  Secretary  of  State^ 
dated 

Paris,  AprU  27,  1820. 
"Mr.  Pasquier  has  also  informed  me  that  he 
had  referred  to  the  Minister  of  Justice  my  remon- 
strance, of  the  I5ih  March  last,  against  the  decis- 
ion of  the  Council  of  State,  in  the  case  of  the  Dolly 
and  Telegraph.  This  a  very  unusual  course  in  an 
affair  where  our  rights  are  founded  on  a  positive 
agreement  between  the  two  countries — an  agree- 
ment entirely  political,  and  in  which  the  Minister 
of  Foreign  Affairs  was  the  organ  of  the  French 
Government." 


No.  147. 
Extract  of  a  Utter  from  Mr.  Gallaliu,  Envoy  Extra- 
ordinary and  Minister  PUnijxitentinry  of  the  United 
States  to  France,  to  Mr.  Adams,  Secretary  of  State, 
dated 

Paris,  June  9,  1820. 

"Being  yet  without  instructions,  on  the  subject 
of  our  claims  for  indemnity,  I  acquiesced  in  Mr. 
Parish's  wish  to  lay  the  Antwerp  cases  before  the 
De[)artment  of  Foreign  Affairs  ;  and  have  the 
honor  to  enclose  the  copy  of  a  letter  which  I  wrote 
to  Mr.  Pasquier  on  that  subject." 


In  dupliccUe  of  Mr.  Gallatin's,  No.  147. 

Paris,  May  9,  1820. 
Sir:  I  had  the  honor,  on  the  11th  of  February, 
1819,  to  transmit  to  hi.s  Excellency  General  Des- 
solle,  a  memorial  of  Mr.  David  Parish,  to  hisi 
Excellency  the  Minister  of  Finances,  relative  to 
certain  American  vessels  and  cargoes  sequestered 
at  Antwerp,  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1807; 
it  has  afforded  me  g;reat  relief  to  find,  on  the  face  i  and  I  now  beg  leave  to  transmit  a  new  applica- 
of  that  ordinance,  irrefragable  proofs  that  it  must  tion  of  that  gentleman,  addressed  to  your  Excel- 
be  ascribed  to  an  unintentional  error,  arising  from  !  lency.  Permit  me  to  add  a  few  observations  to 
the  Council  not  having  been  put  in  possession  of  those  contained  in  those  memorials,  and  in  my 
all  the  material  facts  connected  with  the  case.  letter  of  the  11th  of  February,  1819,  to  Greneral 

I  apply,  therefore,  to  your  Excellency,  with  per-  Dessolle. 
feet  confidence  in  the  justice  of  His  Majesty's  Gov-  !  The  only  extraordinary  French  decree  in  force, 
ernment,  and  have  the  honor  to  request,  1st,  that  when  those  vessels  arrived  at  Antwerp,  was  that 
you  will  be  pleased  to  lay  the^subject  before  His  of  Berlin,  dated  the  21st  November,  1806.  Some 
Majesty,  in  order  that  the  ordinance,  of  the  23d  of  of  its  enactments  were  unjust,  and  contrary  to 
December  last,  may  be  rescinded,  and  a  revision  the  law  of  nations;  yet  it  made  merchandise  lia- 
of  the  affair  ordered.  2dly,  that  when  brought  ble  to  confiscation,  only  in  case  of  its  being  Brit- 
again  before  the  Council  of  Slate,  you  will  have  ,  ish  property,  or  of  the  manufacture  or  produce  of 
the  goodness  to  have  all  the  facts  relative  to  the  Great  Britain  or  her  colonies.  With  respect  to 
revocation  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  fairly  ,  vessels  coming  from  England,  it  was  by  that  de- 
laid  before  that  body,  in  order  that  the  owners  of  >  cree  only  declared  that  they  should  not  be  received 
the  Dolly  and  Telegraph  may  receive  the  indem-  in  French  ports;  and  such  vessels  were,  with  their 
nity  justly  due  to  them  lor  such  a  wanton,  and  cargoes,  made  liable  to  confiscation  only  in  case 
unjustifiable  outrage  as  the  destruction  of  their  they  should  have  contravened  that  provision  by 
yessels  and  cargoes.  j  means  of  a  false  declaration.      It  was  not  until 

I  request  your  Excellency  to  accept  the  assur-  |  the  17ih  December,  1807,  that,  by  the  still  more 
ances,  &,c.  i  arbitrary  decree  of  Milan,  neutral   vessels,  which 


ALBERT  GALLATIN. 
His  Ex'cy  Baron  Pasciuier, 

Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  ^c. 


might  have  been  searched  by  an  English  ship,  or 
sent  to  England,  were  declared  to  be  denational- 
ized, and  good  prize. 
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The  vessels  in  question  were  boond  from  the 
United  States  to  France,  but  had  on  their  passage 
been  sent  forcibly  to  England,  and  were  after- 
wards released.  They  do  not  seem  to  have  come, 
in  any  shape,  within  the  purview  of  the  Berlin 
decree. 

But  even  if  considered  as  coming  from  Eng- 
land, within  the  meaning  of  the  act,  as  they  had 
not  concealed  the  fact  by  any  false  declaration, 
the  utmost  penalty  to  which  they  were  liable 
by  that  or  any  other  existing  decree,  was  not  to 
be  received  in  a  French  port.  Their  bein^  nev- 
ertheless admitted  and  sequestered,  instead  ot  bein*' 
sent  off,  was  the  act  of  the  French  Government! 
They  were  detained,  as  will  immediately  be  shown, 
only  in  order  to  ascertain  whether  there  was  not 
some  other  contravention  of  the  decree — whether 
the  cargo,  or  some  part  of  it,  was  not  British  pro- 
perty. Unless  this  can  be  established,  or  that  they 
had  made  a  false  declaration,  the  simple  fact  of 
their  having  arrived  at  Antwerp  from  an  Eng- 
lish port  did  not  make  them  liable  to  confiscation. 

By  an  Imperial  decision  of  the  2d  July,  1808, 
the  cargoes  being  of  a  perishable  nature  were  or- 
dered to  be  sold,  and  the  proceeds  to  be  placed  as 
a  deposite  in  the  caisse  d^amortissrinent ;  and  an 
inquiry  was  directed  to  be  made,  in  order  to  ascer- 
tain whether  the  property  was  not  English.  His 
Excellency  Baron  Louis,  to  whom,  as  Minister 
of  Finances,  the  memorial  of  Mr.  Parl^h  above- 
mentioned  had  been  addressed,  wrote  to  him  on 
the  22d  May,  1819,  that  the  proceeds  of  the  sales 
had  been  withdrawn,  by  superior  orders  from  the 
caisse  d^ amort inaemttU,  and  paid  into  the  public 
treasury;  and  he  adds  that  they  were  thereby  de- 
finitively acquired  by  the  State.  He  has  commu- 
nicated neither  the  date  nor  the  tenor  of  those 
orders.  That  he  should  have  considered  them  as 
precluding  him,  on  his  own  authority,  and  with- 
out the  sanction  of  Government,  from  ordering 
the  money  to  be  repaid  to  the  American  owners, 
may  be  understood  ;  and  it  is  presumed  that  this 
was  his  meaning.  He  cannot  have  intended  either 
to  pronounce  on  the  merits  of  the  case,  or  to  main- 
tain the  untenable  position  that  the  transmission 
of  the  money  from  one  public  chest  to  another 
could  have  affected  the  rights  of  the  parties.  Its 
being  expended  for  public  purposes,  instead  of 
remaining  as  a  deposite,  is  a  proof  of  the  wants  of 
Bonaparte,  but  it  is  not  a  decision  on  the  case. 
A  definitive  confiscation,  even  under  the  Imperial 
regime,  could  only  take  place  with  the  usual  forms, 
and  by  virtue  of  a  direct  and  positive  act  to  that 
effect.  All  that  was  done  by  that  Government 
with  respect  to  this  property  was  the  order  of  sale, 
the  order  to  place  the  proceeds  in  some  public 
chest,  and  the  inquiry  relative  to  the  ownership. 
No  final  decision,  no  condemnation,  has  ever 
taken  place. 

It  happens,  even  that,  with  the  exception  of 
these  vessels  and  of  four  others  consigned  to  Mr. 
Ridgeway,  the  American  Consul  at  Antwerp,  all 
the  other  cargoes  sequestered  in  that  port,  under 
similar  circumstances,  were  delivered  to  the  own- 
ers, and  that  tlie  conditional  bonds  they  had  given 
were  returned  to  thetn.     The  principle  has  thus 


been    decided    in   favor  of   the    claimants,  and 
nothing  remains  but  to  apply  it  to  their  special  case. 

Having  received  special  instructions  from  my 
Grovernment  in  regard  to  this  claim,  it  is  in  its 
name  that  I  beg  leave  to  call  your  Excellency's 
attention  to  Mr.  Parish's  memorial,  and  that  I  ask 
for  that  decision  which  justice  requires,  and  which 
has  been  but  too  long  protracted. 

Your  Excellency  will  perceive  that  this  decision 
does  not  depend  on  the  question  of  the  legality  or 
illegality  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decree."^,  and 
that  I  have  argued  as  if  those  acts  had  been  valid. 
Although  they  cannot  certainly  be  admitted  as 
such  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  it 
is  a  question  unconnected  with  the  present  case, 
and  which  is  reserved  for  a  future  discussion. 

I  request  your  Excellency  to  accept  the  assur- 
ances, &c., 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

His  Excellency  Baron  Pasquier, 

Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  ^c. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Adams,  to  Mr.  Gallatinj 

dated 

Department  or  State, 

Washington,  Meirch  31,  1821. 

"  Mr.  Archibald  Gracie  has  again  solicited  some 
special  interposition  of  this  Grovernment  to  press 
that  of  France  for  an  adjustment  of  his  claim. 
He  considered  it  as  standing  upon  grounds  so 
clear  and  incontrovertible,  that  the  French  Gov- 
ernment cannot  ultimately  resist  the  equitable  ob- 
ligation of  providing  for  it. 

"  The  Government  of  the  United  States  cannot 
undertake  to  discriminate  between  the  compara- 
tive merits  of  the  claims  of  their  citizens  upon  the 
Government  of  France.  It  asks  justice  for  them 
all ;  it  asks  no  more  than  justice  for  any.  More 
than  two  years  since,  the  claims  of  Mr.  Gracie, 
and  all  the  Antwerp  cases,  were  recommended  to 
your  special  attention,  in  the  presumption  that, 
standing  on  ground  peculiarly  imposing  on  the 
French  Government,  it  would  not  be  able  to  resist 
them,  and  that  success  in  those  cases  would  pave 
the  way  for  it  in  all  others.  It  is  in  this  view, 
that  is,  by  pressing  this,  and  the  Antwerp  cases 
generally,  the  other  cases  would  not  only  not  be 
injured,  but  benefited,  that  your  attention  to  them 
is  suggested.  The  force  oi  example,  added  to  the 
other  powerful  considerations  in  their  favor,  might 
do  much.  But  that  is  left  altogether  to  your 
judgment,  aided  as  you  are  by  all  the  lights  be- 
longing to  the  subject ;  and,  unless  you  shall  be 
satisfied  that  the  proposed  pressure  will  have  the 
good  effect  contemplated,  it  is  expected  that  you 
will  of  course  decline  it." 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  GailcUin. 

Department  of  State, 
Washington,  June  29,  1821. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  of  enclosing,  herewith, 
a  copy  of  a  letter  received  at  this  Department 
some  time  since,  from  Mr.  Connel,  as  agent  for 
sundry  insurance  companies  in  Philadelphia,  hav- 
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ing  claims  upon  ihe  French  Government;  upon 
which  I  would  refer  you  to  the  letter  which  I 
lately  wrote  you  concerning  the  case  of  Mr.  Ora- 
cle's claim.  These  gentlemen  appear  to  have 
received  recent  information,  upon  which  they 
place  some  reliance,  indicating  on  the  part  of  the 
French  Government  a  disposition  more  favorable 
to  claimants  upon  their  justice,  than  had  been 
previously  manifested.  Should  any  prospect  of 
that  nature  be  perceived  by  you,  your  own  dispo- 
sition to  make  it  available  for  the  benefit  of  the 
sufferers,  will,  itself,  serve  the  purpose  of  a  stand- 
ing instruction^ 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  very  humble 
and  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  aUINCYjVDAMS. 


No.  193. 
Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Gallatin,  Envoy  Extra- 
ordinary and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United 
Slates  to  France,  to  Mr.  Adams,  Secretary  of  State, 
dated 

Paris,  November  15,  1821. 

"Mr.  de  la  Grange,  the  lawyer  generally  em- 
ployed in  American  cases,  havmg  ret|uested  me 
to  transmit  to  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  a 
copy  of  his  memoir  in  the  appeal  of  Richard 
Faxon,  now  pending  before  the  Council  of  Slate, 
for  indemnity  un  account  of  a  seizure  made  at 
Santander,  in  the  year  1^12,  I  addressed  to  Mr. 
Pasquier,  on  the  31st  ultimo,  a  note  on  the  sub- 
ject, copy  of  which,  as  well  as  of  the  said  memo- 
rial, I  have  the  honor  to  enclose.  You  will  per- 
ceive that  I  took  that  opportunity  of  reminding 
the  Minister  of  the  case  oi  the  '  Dolly'  and  '  Tele- 
graph,' on  which  it  does  not  seem  that  the  Minis- 
ter of  Justice  has  yet  made  any  report." 


[translation.] 

5Ir.  Gallatin  to  Baron  Pasquier. 

Paris,  Octu}jer2l,  1821. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  Ex- 
cellency, under  this  cover,  a  memorial  addressed 
to  the  King,  in  his  Council  of  State,  for  Richard 
Faxon,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  who  com- 
plains of  a  judgment  of  the  Board  of  Fmances, 
approved  by  his  Excellency  the  Minister  of  the 
same  department. 

The  question  is,  of  a  seizure  made  by  the  French 
customs,  in  1812,  at  Santander,  in  the  stores  of 
Joachim  Munios,  oi  a  quantity  of  sugars,  belong- 
ing to  said  Faxon.  The  Board  of  Finances  seems 
lo  have  dismissed  his  claim,  from  supposed  pre- 
sumption that  he  was  not  the  proprietor ;  and  your 
Excellency,  by  glancing  over  the  memorial,  will 
be  convinced  that  there  can  be  no  doubt  in  this 
re^rd. 

But  the  board  has,  if  I  may  be  allowed  the  ex- 
pression, reserved  a  subsidiary  question,  that  of 
knowing  if  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  could 
pretend  to  any  indemnity  for  having  suffered,  in 
this  part  of  Spain,  the  application  ot  the  laws  of 
France,  which  then  aimed  atcolonial  goods.  Igno- 
rant of  what  laws  the  board  speaks,  I  can  only 


observe,  generally,  that  none  could  ever  give  the 
right  of  seizing,  without  indemnity,  upon  the 
known  property  of  a  citizen  of  the  IJnited  States, 
deposited,  for  three  years,  without  having  been 
there  molested,  in  the  stores  of  his  correspondent. 

As  it  is,  however,  possible,  that  the  laws  in 
question  may  be  no  other  than  the  Berlin  and 
Milan  decrees,  and  the  different  imperial  or  ad- 
ministrative decrees  which  have  been  the  conse- 
quence of  them,  I  pray  your  Excellency  to  be 
pleased  to  lay  before  the  Council  of  State  the  cor- 
respondence between  the  Ministers  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, from  that  time,  and  those  of  the  United 
State.",  as  well  as  the  other  documents,  which 
prove  that  these  decrees  had  been  repealed,  in  re- 
gard of  the  United  States,  long  before  the  seizure 
of  the  sugars  of  Mr.  Faxon. 

I  ought  also  to  remind  your  Excellency  of  an- 
other affair,  more  important  for  the  principles 
which  apply  to  it,  but  which  depends,  likewise, 
upon  the  date  of  the  repeal  of  these  two  celebrated 
decrees.  I  had  the  honor  to  address  to  you,  under 
date  of  15th  March,  1820,  a  very  long  note  on  the 
subject  of  the  decision  of  the  Council  of  Stale,  by 
which  the  claim  of  the  proprietors  of  the  vessels 
Dolly  9iUiS  Teleijraph,  burnt  on  the  open  sea  by  two 
French  frigates,  in  November  and  December. 
1811,  was  rejected.  This  decision  could  only 
have  taken  place  because  the  documents,  proving 
the  date  of  the  repeal,  had  not  been  laid  before 
the  Council ;  bot  is  supported  by  considerations 
which  can  only  produce  the  most  troublesome  ef- 
fects. 1  can  assure  your  Excellency,  that  the  re- 
vision is  of  high  importance,  and  I  hope  that  you 
will  judge,  that  a  delay,  which  is  already  up- 
wards of  twenty  taonths,  ought  to  be  no  farther 
prolonged. 

I  pray  your  Excellency  to  accept  the  assur 
a  nee,  &c. 

ALBERT   GALLATIN. 


No.  200. 

Extract  of  a  Utter  from  Mr.  Gallatin  to  the  Secretary 
of  State,  dated 

Paris,  January  14,  1822. 
*'  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  copy  of  a  note 
which  I  wrote  on  the  10th  instant,  lo  the  Minister 
of  Foreign  Affairs,  on  the  subject  of  the  Antwerp 
claims." 


Paris,  January  10,  1822. 

Sir:  I  had  the  honor  on  the  0th  of  May,  1820, 
to  transmit  to  your  Excellency's  predecessor,  a 
memorial  of  Mr.  David  Parish,  relative  to  the 
American  cargoes  sequestered  at  Antwerp  in  the 
beginning  of  the  year  1807,  and  to  add  some  ob- 
servations in  support  of  the  claim.  Twenty 
months  having  since  elapsed,  a  time  amply  suffi- 
cient to  make  every  inquiry  respecting  the  merits 
of  the  case,  1  have  been  instructed  by  my  Govern- 
ment lo  renew  the  application,  and  to  call,  in  the 
most  forcible  manner,  the  tarneNt  attention  of  His 
Majesty's  Ministers  to  that  subject. 

In  urging  a  decision  on  this  reclamatioP|  sep- 
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arately  from  others,  there  is  not  the  most  distant 
intention  of  abandoning  the  other  claims  of  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States  for  the  indemnities  so 
justly  due  to  them.  But  it  is  lime,  after  so  many 
delays,  to  obtain  at  least  a  decisive  answer,  and  to 
ascertain  the  determination  of  the  Grovernmenl  of 
France  in  that  respect.  And  this  claim  has  been 
selected  because  it  is  altogether  free  of  any  of  the 
objections,  however  unfounded  these  may  be. 
Which  have  been  suggested  in  regard  to  other 
cases. 

It  IS  not,  in  the  first  place,  necessary  in  this  in- 
stance, to  discuss  questions  connected  with  the 
illegality  of  any  of  the  decrees  contravening  the 
law  of  nations,  which  were  issued  by  Bonaparte. 
The  vessels  lu  question  had  not  violated  any  of 
those  decrees;  their  cargoes  were  not  liable  to 
confiscation  by  virtue  of  any  provision  contained 
in  any  edict  in  force  at  the  time  of  their  seizure. 
And,  secondly,  not  only  is  the  case  entire  ;  not 
only  has  there  been  no  trial  or  condemnation  of 
the  cargoe*  ;  but  the  principle,  that  they  weie  not 
liable  to  confiscation,  has  been  settled,  by  the  de- 
cisions of  Government  in  analogous  cases,  and 
even  with  respect  lo  portions  of  the  identical 
property  for  which  indemnity  is  now  claimed. 

1  trust  that  I  will  be  able  to  establish  both  these 
positions,  to  your  Excellency's  satisfaction. 

The  only  extraordinary  decree  of  the  French 
Government  affecting  the  navigation  of  neutral 
nations,  in  force  at  ttie  time  of  the  arrival  of  the 
vessels  alluded  to,  in  a  French  port,  was  thai  is- 
sued at  Berlin,  the  21si  of  November,  180G. 

It  was,  by  that  decree,  amongst  other  provisions, 
declared,  Isi,  that  merchandise  belonging  to  a 
British  subject,  or  being  the  produce  or  the  man- 
ufactures of  colonies  of  Great  Britain,  should  be 
condemned  a.*  good  prize,  (Article  5  and  6  ;)  2d, 
that  no  vessel  coming  directly  from  England,  or 
from  her  colonies,  or  going  there  (qui  s'y  rendra) 
after  the  known  publication  of  the  decree,  should 
be  permitted  to  enter  any  French  port,  (Article 
8;)  3d,  that  every  vessel  contravening  the  decree 
by  a  false  declaration,  should  be  seized,  and  1 
her  cargo  confiscated  as  British  properly,  (Arii-  i 
cle  9.)  { 

During  the  first  months  subsequent  to  that  de-  ■ 
c^ree,  a  number  of  American  vessels  arrived  in 
France,  coming  from  the  United  States,  but  hav- 
ing on  their  passage  been  compelled  to  stop  in  ' 
England,  either  by  British  cruisers  or  by  stress  of 
weather.  The  question  arose,  whether  it  was  in- 
tended by  the  8ih  article  of  the  decree,  to  exclude 
only  vessels  which  had  gone  voluntarily  to  an 
English  port,  or  whether  it  included  even  those 
which  had  been  compelled  to  do  it  by  what  is  called 
reldche  furcee.  The  words  used  in  the  article,  ren- 
<iiU  directement,  and  qui  t'y  reiuira,  seemed  to  favor 
the  first  construction;  and  it  was  clear  that  if  the 
last  was  adopted,  British  cruisers  had  nothing  to  do 
but  to  slop  for  a  few  days  every  neutral  vessel 
bound  to  France,  in  order  to  destroy  her  external 
commerce.  These,  however,  were  questions  for 
the  French  authorities  exclusively  to  decide.  It 
was  altogether  in  their  power  lo  have  decided  { 
that  the  vessels  in  question  were  embraced  by  the  I 
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decree,  and  to  have  refused  to  admit  them  in  any 
port.   The  Minister  of  Finances,  impelled  by  what 
was  evidently  for  the  interest  of  the  French  com- 
merce, allowed   the  cargoes   to   be  provisionally- 
landed  and  deposited  in   the  public  stores  until 
the  decision  of  Bonaparte  on  the  question  was 
known  ;  and  permitted,  also,  that  they  should  be 
delivered  to  the  consignees  on  their  giving  an  ob- 
ligation to  pay  to  the  custom-house  the  estimated 
value  thereof  if  so  ordered   by  that  decision.     It 
was,  therefore,  by  the  act  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment, that  the  vessels  landed  their  cargoes  instead 
of  being  ordered  off.     And  that  provisional  con- 
struction continued  in  force  till  the  4th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1807,  when  the  Director  General  of  the 
i  Douanes  announced,  by  a  circular,  "That  the 
j  Emperor  had  decided  that  the  Sih  and  9th  articles 
[  must  have  their  full  and  entire  execution,  and  that 
I  no  vessel  which  had  touched  in  England,  or  been 
i  conducted  there,  could   be  admitted."     "  Thus," 
added  the  Director,  "  the  immediate  retrograda- 
lion  of  those  vessels  shall   be   required,  whatever 
I  be  the  alleged  causes  of  superior  force,  and  the 
,  documents   produced    in    proof  thereof.      Those 
j  which,  by  a  false  declaration,  may  conceal  the 
fact  of  having   touched  in  England,  and  succeed 
in  thus  entering  our  ports,  shall  be  seized,  and  the 
vessels  and  their  cargoes  shall  be  proceeded  against 
in  the  form   prescribed   by  the  decree,  in  relation 
to   English  property."     In  conformity  with   this 
decision,  several  American  vessels,  bound  lo  Ant- 
werp, were   sent  away,  amongst  which  may  be 
mentioned,  the  "Dragon''  and   the  "  Two  Bro- 
thers," and  also   the  Orozimbo,  belonging  to  one 
of  the  owners  of  the  cargoes  for  which  indemnity 
is  now  claimed,  although  her  cargo  had  already 
been  actually  landed.     It  would  have  been  fortu- 
nate for  the  owners  of  ihe  merchandise,  which  is 
ihe  object  of  this  reclamation,  that  this  decision 
should   have  been    made  from  the  first,  or   that 
when  made,  it  should  have  been  applied  to  their 
property. 

Amongst  the  American  vessels  arrived  from  the 
United  Slates  in  French  ports,  in  the  year  1807, 
prior  to  the  decision  of  the  4ih  of  September,  and 
which  had  been  compelled  to  touch  in  England, 
seven  came  to  Antwerp,  consigned  to  two  Ameri- 
can houses  ;  the  Bordeaux  Packet,  Helena,  North 
America,  and  Diamond,  to  that  of  Mr.  Ridgway  ; 
and  the  Perseverance,  Hiram,  and  Mary,  to  that 
of  Mr.  Parish.  The  consignees  declined  availing 
themselves  of  the  option  offered  bv  the  French 
authorities  to  receive  the  cargoes  on  giving  bond 
for  their  value,  to  abide  by  the  final  decision  of 
Bonaparte.*  They  preferred  that  the  cargoes 
should  remain  in  the  custom-house  stores  subject 
to  that  decision.     Their  motive  was  obvious. 


•  To  this  there  were  two  exceptions,  the  consignees 
having  eubscrihed  obligations,  Ist,  for  a  small  quantity 
of  |K)tash,  (about  filteen  thousand  francs  in  value,) 
received  and  sold  by  them  on  the  first  arrival  of  the 
vessels;  2dly,  for  the  value  of  some  of  those  vessels, 
in  order  lo  onahle  them  to  leave  the  port.  The  others 
were  permitted  to  depart  without  the  bond  being  re- 
quired. 


Hi 
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It  was  only  by  ihe  subsequent  decree  of  Milan, 
of  the  23d  November,  1807,  that  it  was  enacted, 
"  That  all  vei^seis  which,  after  having  touched  in 
England,  might,  from  any  motive  whatever,  enter 
the  ports  of  France,  should  be  seized  and  confis- 
cated, as  well  as  their  cargoes,  without  exception 
or  distinction  of  produce  or  merchandise.''  The 
only  causes  of  confiscation  by  the  Berlin  decree. 


cargoes  should  be  sold,  and  the  proceeds  deposited 
in  the  caisse  (VaiRortxssemttU,  and  that  an  inquiry 
should  be  made  on  each  of  the  vewels  which  had 
brought  in  the  cargoes,  in  order  to  ascertain  whe- 
ther the  owners  were  not  British.  On  this  de- 
cision, it  is  only  necessary  to  observe  that  it  cor- 
roborates what  has  already  been  slated,  and  was, 
indeed,  evident,  that  no  concealment  having  been 


were,  concealment  of  the  fact  of  having  touched  |  made  by  the  captains  of  their  rdacJie  forcee   m 


in  England  ;  and  the  merchandise  being  either 
British  property,  or  the  produce  of  England  or 
of  her  colonies.     It  was  known  to  the  consignees. 


had  already  been  acknowledged,  and  was  further  '  origin 


England,  no  other  cause  or  pretence  for  confisca- 
tion could  be,  or  was  alleged,  than  the  apprehen- 
sion that  the  property  was  British,  or  of  British 


substantiated  by  a  subsequent  inquiry,  that  every 
part  of  the  cargoes  belonged  to  American  citizens, 
and  that  no  part  was  the  produce  of  Great  Britain,  ! 


To  the  sale  of  the  cargoes  for  the  purposes  in- 
tended, the  consignees  did  of  course  object ;  and 
they  succeeded  in  preventing  it  for  two  years.    But 


or  of  her  colonies.  It  was  equally  known,  and  has  |  to  that  part  of  the  decision  which  ordered  an  m- 
never  been  denied,  that  the  captains  of  all  the  !  quiry,  they  cheerfully  submitted,  and  communi- 
sevtn  vessels  had,  on  their  first  arrival,  made  no  |  cated  all  the  documents,  papers,  and  letters,  con- 
concealment;  that  they  had  all  made  true  decia- ;  nected  with  the  vessels  and  their  cargoes.  A 
raliuns  of  the  compulsory  touching  in  England,  severe  scrutiny  took  place,  the  result  of  which 
{reldcfu  forcee.)  The  expected  imperial  decision  ;  was  altogether  favorable,  it  being  proven,  in  the 
could,  therefore,  only  apply  to  the  doubtful  ques-  '■  clearest  manner,  that  ihe  cargoes  were  exclusively 
tion,  whether  the  vessels  and  cargoes  in  that  pre-  i  owned  by  American  citizens.  Of  their  origin 
dicaraent  embraced,  or  not,  by  the  article  of  the  [  there  does  not  appear  to  have  ever  existed  any 
decree,  which  forbade,  in  general  terms,  the  ad-  doubt, 
mission  of  vessels  that  had   touched  in  England,        The  merchandise,  notwithstanding  the  result  of 


whether  the  cargoes  in  question  should  be  admit- 


this   inquiry,  was  not  restored   to  the  consignees. 


ted  or  sent  away.  In  case  the  decision  should  be  i  By  a  decree  dated  at  Ebersdorf,  the  29th  of  May, 
that  the  vessels'were,  notwithstanding,  the  reldche  [  1809,  780  barrels  of  potash  and  pearlash,  making 
forcee,  included  in  the  article  of  the  decree,  and  \  part  of  the  cargoes  ol  the  Perseverance  and  Mary, 
that  the  cargoes  were  inadmissible,  they  might,  I  were  put  at  the  disposal  of  the  Mmibter  of  War, 
by  remaining  in  the  public  stores  in  their  original '.  and  the  estimated  value  directed  to  be  paid  by 
state  be  sent  out  of  France,  and  the  decision  be  j  him  in  the  came  d/ amort issemerU.  That  portion 
strictly  complied  with.  But  if,  instead  of  that, '  of  the  cargoes  was  accordingly  taken  from  the  en- 
those  cargoes  were  sold,  (and  the  consignees  could  i  trepot  and  delivered  to  that  department,  having 
have  had  no  object  in  receiving  them,  but  that  of  I  previously  been  valued  at  near  450,000  francs,^ 
selling  them,)  the  exportation  could  not  have  taken  notwithstanding  a  deduction,  made  on  account  of 
place  in  coulormiiy  with  the  decision  ;  and  the  i  the  damages  arising  from  the  long  detention  in  the 
consignees,  unable  to  comply  with  it,  might  have  |  public  stores.  Finally,  the  whole  residue  of  the 
been  compelled  to  pay  the  amount  of  the  bond,  cargoes  was  sold  in  June,  1810,  by  virtue  of  an 
which  would  have  been  tantamount  to  a  confisca-  imperial  decision,  of  the  4th  of  May,  of  that  year, 
tion  of  their  properly.  I  It   is  asserted,  that,  by  virtue  of  an   order   sub- 

Thedecisionofthe4ih  of  September,  1807,  being' sequent  to  the  sales,  which  has  never  been  pub- 
made  only  prospective,  the  consignees  at  first  hoped  lished  nor  communicated,  the  proceeds  of  those 
that  the  cargoes  of  the  seven  vessels  previously  ar-  sales  were  ultimately  paid  in  whole,  or  in  part, 
rived,  would  be  admitted  to  be  sold  lor  home  con-  j  into  the  public  treasury. 

sumption,  and  accordingly  delivered  to  them. ;  Your  Excellency  must  agree  with  me,  that. 
But  when  they  found  themselves  disappointed  in  from  the  preceding  statements  of  facts,  it  evidently 
that  respect,  adhering  to  the  same  line  of  conduct '  follows,  1st,  That,  as  I  had  stated  in  the  begia- 
which  they  had  pursued,  not  to  depart  from  the  !  ning  of  this  letter,  there  has  been,  in  this  case,  no 
enactments  of  the  Berlin  decree,  they  applied,  on  |  violation  of  any  existing  decree,  that  the  cargoes 
the  22d  of  March,  1808,  to  the  Director  General  ■  were  not  liable  to  confiscation  by  virtue  of  anv 
of  the  Douanes,  and  on  the  7th  of  April  ensuing,  provision  contained  in  any  edict  then  in  force;  2d, 
renewed  the  application,  both  to  him  and  to  the  That  the  consignees  uniformly  took  those  decrees 
Minister  of  Finances,  stating  that  the  steps  they  as  the  basis  of  their  conduct,  and  committed  no 
had  taken  to  obtain  the  definitive  admission  of  j  act  which  might  impair  the  rights  of  the  owners 
that  merchandise  having  been  fruitless,  and  the  of  the  property;  3d,  That,  by  allowing  the  car- 
goods,  especially  the  potash,  rice,  brown  sugar, '  goes  to  be  deposited  in  the  public  stores,  until  the 
and  cochineal,  becoming  gradually  damaged  in  decision  of  Bonaparte  was  known,  whether  the 
the  entrepot,  they  now  asked  the  permission  to  ex-  I  vessels  were  or  were  not  embraced  by  the  article 
port  the  merchandise  to  a  foreign  country,  and  of  the  decree  which  forbade  the  admission  of  those 
that  in  conformity  ^ilh  the  decree  of  the  21st  of '  which  had  gone  to  England,  a  formal  engagement 


November,  1806. 


had  been  contracted  on  the  part  of  Government, 


In  answer  to  that  petition  Bonaparte  ordered,    to  permit   the  exportation  of  the  merchandise  in 
by  a  decision  of  the  2d  of  July,  IbOS,  that  the  I  conformity  with  the  decree,  in  case  the  decision 
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was  against  its  being  admitted  for  home  consump- 
tion ;  4th,  That  although  nothing  could  be  farther 
from  the  views  of  the  Minister  of  Finances,  yet 
It  was  solely  owing  to  the  doubts  he  entertained 
respecting  the  construction  of  the  Berlin  decree, 
that  the  cargoes  fell  in  the  possession  of  the  cus- 
tom-house ;  that  it  was  the  unforeseen  consequence 
of  his  act,  which  was  that  of  the  proper  French 
authority  in  that  case,  that  the  above  mentioned 
engagement  not  having  been  fulfilled,  the  owners 
have,  by  a  flagrant  injustice,  been  to  this  day  de- 
prived of  the  merchandise  and  of  its  proceeds. 

The  fact  that  there  has  been  no  trial  or  con- 
demnation of  the  property  is  notorious;  and  I 
would  at  once  proceed  to  the  decisions  made  in 
analogous  cases,  was  it  not  necessary  to  take,  in 
the  first  place,  notice  of  a  most  extraordinary  un- 
founded inference,  drawn  from  a  fact  immaterial 
in  itself,  and  which,  although  not  officially  com- 
municated, has  been  made  known  to  me  by  the 
parties. 

Amongst  the  several  applications  for  indemnity, 
made  at  different  times,  and  in  various  shapes,  by 
the  consignees,  a  memorial  had  been  addressed  to 
the  Minister  of  Finances,  by  Mr.  Parish,  which, 
at  his  request,  I  transmitted  on  the  Ulh  of  Febru- 
ary, 1819,  to  Marquis  Dessolle.  I  wrote  again  to 
that  minister  on  the  same  subject,  on  the  23d  of 
March  following,  and  had  requested,  that  a  report 
intended  to  be  made  by  the  direction  of  the  Dou- 
anes to  the  Minister  of  Finances,  might  be  com- 
municated to  me.  This  was  not  done:  but  H.  E. 
Baron  Louis  wrote  to  Mr.  Parish  on  the  22d  of 
May,  of  the  same  year,  that  the  proceeds  of  the 
sales  had  been  withdrawn,  by  superior  orders,  from 
the  caiise  (VainortLuemeut,  and  paid  into  the  pub- 
lic treasury  ;  and  he  added,  that  they  were  there- 
by definitively  acquired  by  the  State.  This  infer- 
ence appeared  so  preposterous,  that,  when  alluding 
to  it  in  my  letter  of  the  9th  of  May,  1820,  to  H. 
E.  Baron  Pasquier,  I  said,  that  I  presumed  the 
meaning  of  theMinister  of  Finances  to  have  sim- 
ply been,  that  he  considered  the  orders  in  question 
as  precluding  him,  on  his  own  authority,  and 
without  the  sanction  of  Government,  from  or- 
dering the  money  to  be  repaid  to  the  American 
owners. 

The  assertion  having,  however,  been  made  in 
that  broad  way,  I  am  compelled  to  refute  it.  But 
I  beg  your  Excellency  to  be  persuaded  that  I  do 
it  only  in  an  hypothetical  way,  and  in  the  dis- 
charge of  my  responsibility,  and  that  I  do  not  sup- 
pose, or  mean  to  insinuate,  that  it  ever  has  been, 
or  can  be,  the  intention  of  His  Majesty's  Minis- 
ters, seriously,  to  resort  to  such  an  untenable  pre- 
tence, for  the  purpose  of  avoiding  the  payment  of  a 
just  debt.  I  consider  the  objection  as  being  the 
work  of  a  subordinate  agent,  whose  duty  it  may 
have  been  to  collect  whatever  might  be  suggested 
against  claims  on  the  public  treasury,  and  the 
communication  to  Mr.  Parish,  as  only  intended  to 
afford  him  the  means  of  knowing  and  repelling 
every  such  suggestion.  For  that  purpose,  the  fol- 
lowing observations  will,  it  is  hoped,  be  deemed 
conclusive:  | 

1.  It  was  agreed,  by  the  22d  article  of  the  con- 
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vention  between  France  and  the  United  States,  of 
the  30th  September,  1800,*  which  was  in  full 
force  when  the  vessels  in  question  arrived  at  Ant- 
werp, ttiat  ihe  established  courts  for  prize  causes 
should  alone  take  cognizance  of  them ;  that  when- 
ever such  tribunal,  of  either  of  the  parties,  should 
pronounce  judgment  against  any  vessel,  or  goods, 
or  property,  claimed  by  the  citizens  of  the  other 
party,  the  sentence,  or  decree,  should  mention  the 
reasons,  or  motives,  on  which  the  same  should 
have  been  founded  ;  and  that  an  authenticated 
copy  of  the  sentence,  or  decree,  and  of  all  the  pro- 
ceedings in  the  case,  should,  if  demanded,  be  de- 
livered to  the  commander,  or  agent,  of  the  said 
vessel.  By  the  10th  article  of  the  Berlin  decree, 
the  Council  of  Prizes  at  Paris  was,  accordingly, 
charged  to  decide  on  all  cases  arising  under  the 
said  decree,  in  the  foflowing  words :  "  Notre 
'  Conseil  des  Prises  k  Paris  est  charge  de  decider 
'  de  toutes  contestations  qui  pourront  s'elever  au 
'  sujet  des  prises  qui  en  vertu  du  present  decret 
'  pourront  ^tre  faites,  taut  dans  notre  empire  que 
'  dans  les  pays  occupes  par  nos  troupes."  There 
having  never  been  any  trial,  in  the  cases  in  ques- 
tion, before  the  Council  of  Prizes,  there  can  have 
been  no  condemnation  of  the  property,  in  confor- 
mity either  with  the  solemn  obligations  of  the 
treaty,  or  with  the  provisions  of  the  only  decree  in 
force  at  the  time,  and  applicable  to  those  cases.f 
2.  Independent  ofany  of  the  considerations  drawn 
from  treaty  obligations,  or  from  the  provisions  of 
the  decree  itself,  it  is  equally  repugnant  to  the 
principles  of  the  law  of  nations,  as  generally  re- 
cognised by  the  civilized  world,  and  to  those  of 
the  municipal  laws  of  any  civilized  nation,  to 
consider  the  order  in  question  as  implying  the 
condemnation  of  the  property  of  the  parties,  or  as, 
in  the  smallest  degree,  aflecting  their  rights. 
There  was  not,  in  this  case,  even  the  form  of  a 
trial;  no  hearing  of  the  parties;  no  notice  given 
to  them  of  any  alleged  grounds  of  condemnation, 
or  even  of  any  intention  to  bring  them  to  a  trial. 
Nor  wastheorderalludedtocommunicated  to  them, 
or  made  public,  either  in  the  bulletin  of  laws,  or 
in  any  other  manner.  On  those  topics  it  is  unne- 
cessary to  dwell — it  is  sufficient  to  have  stated 
them.  I  will  only  observe,  that,  without  publicity 
in  laws  or  decrees,  there  would  be  no  guarantee 


*Tbe  convention  was  to  be  in  force  for  eight  yeara, 
from  the  date  of  the  exchange  of  the  ratificatioas, 
which  took  place  at  Paris  on  the  3Iat  of  July,  1801. 

t  This  provision  appears  to  have  been  omitted  in 
the  Milan  decrees  of  the  23J  of  November  and  17th 
December,  1807.  But  even  then,  condemnations  took 
place  only  by  virtue  of  special  and  positive  imperial 
decisions  to  that  effect,  and  were  not  inferred  from  an 
order  to  pay  in  the  treasury.  Thus,  in  the  case  of 
the  ^^hlt  condemned  under  those  decrees,  the  Min- 
ister of  Finances  wrote  on  the  6th  of  November,  1810, 
to  the  Director  General  of  the  Douanes,  "J'ai  I'hon- 
neur  de  vous  informer  que  ^ar  decision  du  30  Oclobre 
dernier,  Sa  Majest^  a  orditnni  la  confiscation  du 
navire  Americain  la  Sally,  Capitaine  M.  Brown,  ainsi 
que  de  sa  cargaison,  pour  cause  de  deux  relaches  en 
Angleterre. 
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for  the  rights  of  individuals  ;  that  publication  has, 
therefore,  by  the  laws  of  every  well-ordered  coun- 
try, of  France  as  well  as  of  every  other,  always 
been  made  a  necessary  ingredient  of  any  judg- 
ment or  decree  affecting  such  rights  ;  and  that  the 
fact  of  the  order,  in  this  case,  not  having  been 
published,  or  at  least  communicated,  is  alone  a 
conclusive  proof  that  it  was  a  mere  administra- 
tive order,  binding  on  the  public  functionaries  to 
whom  it  was  directed,  and  in  no  shape  impairing 
or  affecting  the  ultimate  rights  of  the  parties. 

3.  The  official  reports  and  acts  of  Government, 
since  the  restoration,  are  in  direct  contradiction 
with  the  inference  attempted  to  be  drawn,  that 
the  payment  (versement)  into  the  treasury,  or 
the  application  to  public  purposes,  of  funds  before 
deposited  there,  is  tantamount  to  a  definitive  ac- 
quisition to  the  Slate  of  such  funds,  and  releases  it 
from  the  obligation  of  repaying  the  same.  This 
will  be  fully  demonstrated  by  the  following  quo- 
tations from  the  report  ot  the  Minister  of  Fmances 
(Baron  Louis  himself)  of  July,  1814. 

[The  French  is  here,  as  in  every  other  place 
where  it  occurs  in  the  document,  omitted,  when 
supplied  by  a  translation.] 

"The  caisae  d' amort isse me nt  was  instituted  as  a 
depositary  of  the  funds  of  securities;  the  judi- 
ciary deposites,  and  several  individual  deposites, 
were  intrusted  to  it  on  a  provision  of  restitution. 


in  the  Treasury.  And  it  follows,  irresistibly,  from 
the  quotations  I  have  made,  that  it  was  the  gen- 
eral habit  of  the  head  of  the  Government,  at  that 
time,  to  apply,  to  the  expenses  of  the  State,  when- 
ever exigencies  required  it,  every  species  of  depos- 
ited funds,  without  regard  to  their  origin,  or  to  the 
particular  chest  in  which  they  were  deposited  ; 
that  the  proceeds  of  the  Antwerp  cargoes  would 
not  have  been  any  more  respected  had  they  been 
nominally  left  in  the  caisse  d^ amort issement,  mstead 
of  being  transferred  (verses)  into  the  treasury; 
that  the  funds  originally  deposited,  although  with- 
drawn and  expended,  (cuiisumvies)  continued  to 
be  faithfully  reimbursed  by  Government,  and  es- 
pecially that  the  payment  (versement)  in  the 
treasury  did  not,  as  is  clearly  proven  in  the  in- 
stance of  the  caiUionnemens,  operate  as  a  release 
from  the  obligation  of  reimbursing  the  funds  thus 
diverted  and  expended.  I  will  add,  that,  although 
those  cautiomiemens  are  not,  from  their  nature, 
generally  considered  as  a  debt,  the  payment  of 
which  may  be  required,  (dette  exigibU)  yet  a  very 
considerable  portion  has  actually  been  reimbursed 
to  the  functionaries  or  persons  belonging  to  ter- 
ritories formerly  annexed  to  France,  which  make 
no  longer  part  of  it. 

4.  The  Council  of  State  has  decided,  in  an  an- 
alogous case,  that  the  payment  in  the  treasury 
was  not  tantamount  to  a  condemnation.     In  Jan- 


All  these  funds  were,  for  a  long  time,  by  the  orders    uary,  ISIO,  the  American  vessel  Eagle  had  been 
of  the  chief  of  the  Government,  employed  for  the  \  captured  within  five  leagues  of  the   shore,   by  a 


expenses  of  the  State; 


The  funds  deposited 
in  the  caw5efi'a7nt;rtw5«;«^?i/,  are  the  securities — they 

amount to  the  sum  of ,  (of  which  ii) 

has  only  actually  received  a  sum  of .     The 

surplus  has  been  paid  over,  and  remains  in  the 
Treasury,  for  88,675,000  francs,  &c.  The  judi- 
ciary deposites  placed  in  the  caisse  d' amort issement, 
amount  to  11,814,000.     The  other  funds  in  depo- 

site,  are total  7,358,000.    The  reimbursements 

on  these  funds  have  been  continued,  «tc. 

"  The  funds  deposited  in  the  ^aisse  de  service, 


amount  tot.  43,000,000.  The  reimburse- 
ments of  the  funds  deposited  have  been  faithfully 
continued,  although  they  had  been  expended,  &c. 

"  The  necessity  of  anticipations  introduced 
them  from  the  commencement  of  each  duty,  and 
they  have  often  been  extended  to  all  the  funds 
which  this  Minister  (of  Finances)  could  obtain, 
and  they  have  devoured  the  funds  deposited,  &c. 
The  arrearage  of  the  Minister  of  Finances  on  the 
1st  April,  is  composed  of  deposites  expended,"  dec. 

I  must  here  beg  leave  to  observe,  that  I  do  not 
mean  to  say,  that  H.  E.  Baron  Louis  was  incon- 
sistent with  himself  with  respect  to  the  question 
relative  to  the  proceeds  of  the  Antwerp  cargoes. 
The  transaction  was  probably  unknown  to  him, 
or  not  attended  to  at  the  date  of  the  report  alluded 
to  ;  or  he  may,  at  that  time,  have  already  been 
told,  that  they  made  no  part  of  those  deposites 
(depots  consommes)  which  Government  was  bound 
to  reimburse.  All  that  concerns  me  is,  to  refute 
the  inference,  as  made  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Parish, 
that  such  deposites  were  acquired  to  the  State 
merely  because  they  had,  by  superior  orders,  been 
withdrawn  from  a  certain  caisse,ajid  paid  (verses) 


French  privateer,  and  conducted  to  the  port  of 
Passage.     The  captured  and  captors  made  a  com- 
promise on  the  subject;  but  the  vessel  and  cargo 
were  seized,  sequestered,  sold,  and  the  proceeds 
paid    in   the  treasury,   by  virtue   of  the   decrees 
passed  at  that  time  by  Bonaparte,  under  color  of 
reprisals.     The  case  was  brought  before  the  Coun- 
cil of  State,  who,  on  the  20th  of  April,  1820,  rati- 
fied the  compromise  above  mentioned,  notwith- 
standing the  opposition  both  of  the  captured  and 
the  general  direction  of  the  Douanes.     The  first 
reason  assigned  for  this  decision  is  in  the  follow- 
ing words:  "Considerant  qu'il  n'existe  dans  I'es- 
pece  aucun  acte  qui  ait  prononce  la  confiscation 
du  navire  I'Aigle  au  profit  du  Gouverneraent  Fran- 
cois."    This  case  and  that  of  the  Antwerp  vessel* 
may  differ  in  many  other  respects;  but  the  Eagle 
was  included  in  the  general,  arbitrary,  and  un- 
justifiable seizures,  known  by  the  name  of  the  St. 
Sebastian  sequestration;  and  the  vessels  and  car- 
goes, thus  sequestered,  are,  so  far  as  relates  to  the 
particular  question  now  under  discussion,  precise- 
ly in  the  same  predicament  as  the  Antwerp  car- 
goes.    They  were  equally  sold,  nearly  at  the  same 
time,  and  the  proceeds  were  equally,  by  a  similar 
order,  paid  in  the  treasury  and  applied  to  public 
purposes.     Indeed,  from  the  comparison  of  dates, 
and  other  information  obtained,  1  may  assert  that 
the  identical  order  by  which  the  proceeds  of  the 
Antwerp  cargoes  were  directed  to  be  paid  in  the 
treasury,  included  all  the  others  which  had  been 
sequestered;  and,  amongst  them,  the  St.  Sebas- 
tian and  Passage  vessels  and  cargoes,  including 
the  Eagle.     The  fact,  at  all  events,  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  sales  in  this  last  case,  having,  like  those 
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of  the  Antwerp  cargoes,  been  paid  into  the  treas- 
ury, is  not  only  notorious,  but  was  within  the  full 
knowledge  and  view  of  the  Council  of  Slate 
when  the  above  decision  was  made.  For,  in  the 
observations  laid  before  it  by  the  direction  of  the 
Douanes,  in  opposition  to  the  claim  of  the  captors, 
it  is  expressly  stated  "que  c'est  en  vertu  d'ordres 
emanes  de  S.  M.,  et  ayanl  pour  base  le  droit  de 
repreiailles,  que  le  sequestre  avoit  ete  mis,  la 
▼ente  effectufee,  et  le  produit  ver^e  au  trisor."  In 
declaring,  therefore,  that  there  existed  no  act 
which  had  pronounced  the  confiscation  of  the 
vessel  Eagle  to  the  profit  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment, the  Council  of  State  has  explicitly  and 
directly  decided  that  an  order  issued  from  Bona- 
parte, directing  the  sale  of  a  vessel  and  cargo,  and 
that  the  proceeds  should  be  paid  in  the  treasury, 
was  not  an  act  pronouncing  the  confiscation  of 
such  vessel  and  cargo,  or  of  their  proceeds. 

Your  Excellency  will  probably  think  that  it  was 
superfluous  on  my  part  to  have  accumulated  such 
an  overwhelming  mass  of  proofs  for  the  purpose 
of  crushing  a  mere  shadow,  which  may  be  dissi- 
pated without  recurring  to  any  extraneous  consid- 
eration. In  taking  for  granted  the  order  alluded 
to  by  Baron  Louis,  it  must  be  assumed  such  as  he 
had  stated  it,  that  is  to  say,  as  simply  directing 
the  withdrawing  of  the  proceeds  of  sales  from  a 
certain  chest,  and  their  being  paid  into  the  treas- 
ury. Indeed,  had  there  been  any  thing  further 
affecting  the  question,  in  that  document,  he  would 
not  have  failed  to  mention  it  in  support  of  the  in- 
ference attempted  to  be  drawn.  Such  a  decree, 
from  its  nature,  must  be  strictly  construed;  it  can- 
not be  extended  beyond  what  appears  on  the  face 
of  it,  beyond  its  positive  enactments,  and  be  made 
to  say  what  is  not  contained  in  it.  Had  it  been 
intended,  not  only  to  make  use  of  the  property  for 
immediate  exigencies,  but  to  pronounce  hs  defini- 
tive condemnation,  there  could  have  been  no  mo- 
tive, since  the  decree  was  not  to  be  published,  for 
not  inserting  in  it  a  positive  clause  to  that  effecl, 
as  was  done  in  the  other  cases  where  condemna- 
tion was  the  object.  But,  whatever  may  have 
been  the  intention,  the  omission  of  such  a  clause 
is  of  itself,  and  alone,  conclusive  against  the  gra- 
tuitous and  unjustifiable  assertion,  that  the  order 
is  tantamount  to  a  condemnation.  The  order  in 
question  does  not  confiscate  the  property,  because 
it  contains  no  clause  to  that  cflect. 

The  acts  and  the  decisions  of  the  Government, 
directly  supporting  or  recognising  the  justice  ofj 
the  claim,  will  now  be  stated. 

All  the  vessels  which  arrived,  under  similar 
circumstances  with  those  whose  cargoes  were  se- 
questered at  Antwerp,  subsequent  to  the  decision 
of  the  4th  of  September,  1807,  and  prior  to  the 
Milan  decree  of  the  23d  of  November  ensuing, 
instead  of  being  detained,  were  refused  admittance 
and  sent  off.  One  of  them  at  least,  the  Orozimbo, 
was  within  the  power  of  the  Government,  and 
her  cargo,  which,  as  has  already  been  slated,  was 
actually  landed  on  account  of  repairs  wanted  by 
the  vessel,  might  certainly  have  been  scired.  On 
the  same  principle  on  which  she  was  sufferedjto 
depart  with  that  cargo,  those  of  the  seven  vessiels 


previously  detained,  should  have  been  allowed  to 
be  exported.  To  admit  that  she  was  not  liable  to 
seizure,  was  an  acknowledgment  that  there  was 
no  right  to  sequester  and  sell  those  of  the  other 
vessels.  But  there  are  other  cases  still  more  in 
point. 

It  was  only  in  the  instance  of  the  seven  vessels 
in  question  that  it  was  agreed  that  the  cargoes 
should  be  deposited  in  the  public  stores  until  the 
final  decision  respecting  the  construction  of  the 
Berlin  decree  was  known.  The  consignees  of  all 
the  other  numerous  vessels  which  arrived  during 
the  same  period,  and  under  the  same  circum- 
stances, in  the  other  ports  of  France,  preferred  to 
avail  themselves  ol  the  opinion  given  by  the  Min- 
ister of  Finances,  to  receive  the  cargoes,  and  to 
give  bond  for  the  estimated  value  thereof.  The 
obligations  (soumissions)  subscribed  by  the  con- 
signees, were  in  the  following  form  : 

"Slate  of  the  merchandise  brought  into  this 

port  by  the  ship  ,  which  we  claim  from  the 

sequestration  of  the  custom-house,  where  they  are 
deposited   by  order,"  dec. 

[Here  follows  the  enumeration  and  valuation 
of  the  merchandise.] 

"Which  sum  ot  we  submit,  with  our  se- 
curity for  the  whole  debt ,  to  represent  to  the 

receiver  of  the  customs  of ,  if  the  decision  of 

His  Imperial  Majesty  ordain  it,  on  account  of  the 
forced  visit  in  England  of  said  ship ,  we  re- 
serving, in  need,  recourse  to  the  legal  tribunal. 
Done  at ,  the . 

"  ( Signed)     The  trustees  and  their  security." 

The  number  of  cases  in  which  obligations  of 
this  kind  were  given,  is  known  to  the  French 
Government,  though  not  to  me;  but  it  embraces, 
as  already  stated,  all  the  vessels,  the  seven  which 
came  to  Antwerp  only  excepted,  which,  having 
been  compelled  to  touch  in  England,  arrived  in 
French  ports,  from  the  publication  of  the  Berlin 
decree  in  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1806,  until  the 
decision  of  the  4ih  of  September  took  place. 

In  no  instar>ce  whatever  has  the  payment  of 
any  one  of  these  obligations  been  enforced.  In 
every  other  instance  but  that  of  the  Antwerp  car- 
goes, those  of  vessels  precisely  in  the  same  pre- 
dicament, have  been  sold  for  the  use  of  the  own- 
ers, no  steps  taken  to  recover  the  estimated  value 
for  which  the  obligations  were  given,  and,  in 
some  instances,  at  least,  those  obligations  have 
been  positively  annulled.  Notwithstanding  the 
difficulty  of  obtaining  information  on  the  last 
point,  the  parties  interested  in  the  Antwerp  claim 
have  been  able  to  furnish  me  with  the  following 
extracts  of  two  decisions  : 
"Napoleo.n,  &c.  20th  September,  1809. 

"  The  underwritten  recognizance  to  the  custom- 
house of  Marseilles  by  M.  M.  Autran  Bellier,  to 
answer  for  the  value  of  the  cargo  of  the  American 
ship  Eliza,  which  was  remitted  to  their  disposal, 
is  annulled." 

"  16/A  November,  1809. 

"  The  same  decrees  in  favor  of  M.  Hottinguer, 
for  the  cargo  of  the  American  ship  Ann,  arrived 
at  Cherbourg." 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  motive  of  Gor- 
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ernraent  for  not  enforcing  the  payment  of  those 
obligations,  the  omission  of  doing  it  in  any  case 
whatever,  is  an  absolute  recognition,  on  its  part, 
that  there  was  no  ground  for  confiscation;  and 
the  two  instances  quoted  are  sufficient  to  estab- 
lish the  fact  of  poj^itive  decisions,  in  cases  per- 
fectly similar  to  that  which  is  the  object  of  the 
present  reclamation 


part  of  it,  have  been  indemnified  by  virtue  of  the 
treaties  concluded  between  His  Majesty's  Gov- 
ernment and  foreign  Powers.  Permit  me  to  add, 
that  France  has  received,  and  continues  to  enjoy 
the  benefit  of,  the  money  arising  from  the  sales  of 
the  cargoes. 

That  money  was  paid   in  the    Treasury,  and 
applied  towards  defraying  the  public  expenses  of 


The  same  principle  has  been  applied  even  to  a  i  the  State.     Had  it  been  restored  to  the  legitimate 
portion    of  the  identical   property  sequestered  at  I  owners,    and    not   thus   applied,    those    expenses 
Antwerp,  the   payment    of    similar  obligations,  ;  would  have  been  exactly  the  same.     1  he  only 
which,  as  already  stated,  had  been  subscribed,  not  ,  dilTerence  would  have  been  that   the  large  arrure 
only  for  some  of  the  vessels,  but  also  for  a  small    left  unpaid  by  Bonaparte,  would  have  been  still 
part  of  the  cargo  of  one  of  them,   having  never  j  further  increased   precisely  by  the  sum  thus  de- 
been  enforced.  taincd  from  the  American  citizens.     With  what 
Finally,  indemnity  has  actually  been  paid,  since  ,  good  faith  the  whole  of  that  arrUrt,  without  even 
the  restoration,  for  a  considerable  portion  of  one    excepting  the  expenses  of  the  Hundred  Days  has 
of  the  cargoes.  been  liquidated  and  paid  by  His  Majesty  s  Gov- 
The  house  of  Mr.  Parish  had,  a  short  time  after    ernment,  is  well  known.     In   fact,  unless  France 
the  arrival  of  the  vessels,  sold  to  Messrs.  Fillielaz  i  sets  up  two  measures,  one  for  her  own  subjects 
&  Co.,  of  Antwerp,  256  bales  of  cotton,  part  of  i  and  all  other  foreigners,  and  another  for  the  citi- 
the  cargo  of  the  ship  Hiram.     It  being  then  con-  1  zens  of  the  United  States,  it  is  impossible  that  she 
fidenlly^'expecled  that  the  merchandise  would   be  j  can  refuse  discharging  this  just  debt, 
delivered  lo  the  parties,  the  sale  was  absolute,  and  i      I  beg  leave  to  apply,  not  only  for  that  payment, 
at  the  risk  of  Mr.  Fillietaz.    He  paid  the  purchase  I  but,   also,    for   a    speedy    decision.     The    United 
money,  received  a  proper  bill  of  sale,  and  became  j  States  had,  from  the  most  friendly  motives,  yielded 
thus   vested  with  all   the  rights  of   the  original  j  to  the  reluctance  to  take  up  the  subject  of  Ameri- 
shipper,  but  without  recourse  against  him  or  the  ;  can  claims,  which  was  evinced  in  the  year  1817. 
consignees.     He  was  disappointed  in  his  expecta-    The  objection  arising  from  the  state  of  the  finances, 


tion  of  receiving  the  merchandise  thus  purchased. 
His  cotton  shared  the  fate  of  the  rest,  and  was 
sold  in  the  same  manner,  and  at  the  same  lime, 


and  from  the  enormous  amount  of  the  demands 
pressing,  at  that  time,  on  the  resources  of  France, 
has  now  happily  ceased   to  exist.     Time   amply 


ceeds,  undistinguished  from  those  of  the  other 
cargoes,  were,  in  the  same  manner,  and  under  the 
same  order,  paid  in  the  Treasury.  He  applied  for 
indemnity,  as  a  subject  or  resident  of  Belgium,  to 
the  mixed  commission,  appointed  under  the  trea- 
ties and  conventions  of  Paris.  His  claim  was 
allowed,  and  placed  in  the  first  class,  that  of  cau- 
tionneraens  and  deposites  ;*  and  he  has  received, 
in  payment,  an  inscription  of  five  per  cent,  con- 
solidated French  stock,  amounting,  in  principal, 
to  495,760  francs,  bearing  interest  from  the  22d  of 
March,  1S19,  together  with  10,726  francs  in  spe- 
cie, for  arrears  of  interest,  after  deducting  the 
commission  expenses  or  charges. 

It  has  now  been  fully  demonstrated,  not  only 
that  the  claim  is  founded  in  strict  justice  ;  not 
only  that  the  properly  was  never  confiscated,  and 
that  there  never  was  any  decision  to  that  effect, 
either  in  that  or  similar  cases  ;  not  only  that,  on 
the  contrary,  there  have  been  positive  decisions 
recognising  the  validity  of  the  claim;  but,  also, 
that  other  foreigners,  who  had  become  owners  of 


for  a  sum  exceeding  400,000  francs.     The  pro-    sufficient  has,  in  the  mean  while,  been  taken,  for 

"  *    ■  every  possible  investigation  of  this  claim.     The 

parties  have  already  experienced  most  grievous 
losses,  from  the  long  detention  of  so  large  aa 
amount  of  property.  They  should  not  be  tortured 
by  further  vexatious  delays.  Justice,  when  too 
tardy,  often  fails  in  its  object.  When  it  is  known, 
as  in  this  case,  that  such  is  the  nature  of  the  claim 
that  it  will  uhiraately  be  paid,  intriguing  specula- 
tors are  never  wanting,  who  try  to  take  advantage 
of  the  distance  and  the  necessities  of  the  claimants, 
to  purchase  their  rights  at  a  depreciated  rate. 
Such  attempts,  which,  even  when  not  actually 
tainted,  never  can  avoid  the  suspicion  of  corrup- 
tion, ii  has  been  my  duty  to  repel,  and  heretofore 
with  success.  I  have  told  the  parties  to  listen  to 
no  proposals,  to  reject  every  indirect  interference, 
that  their  claim  was  indisputable,  and  must  neces- 
sarily be  allowed.  We  employ,  to  attain  that  ob- 
ject, no  other  but  direct  means  ;  no  weapons  but 
those  of  argument.  I  trust  they  will  not  have 
been  used  in  vain,  when  the  appeal  is  made  to 
your  known  loyalty,  to  His  Majesty's  high  sense 
of  justice,  to  those  principles  pf  good  faith,  in  dis- 
charging the  obligations  of  the  State,  which, 
in  every  instance  but  that  of  the  American 
claims,  had  uniformly  distinguished  his  Govern- 
ment. 

I  request  your  Excellency  to  accept  the  reiter- 
ated assurances  of  the  distinguished  considera- 
tion with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

Viscount  DE  MoNTMORE.NCy, 

Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  ^c. 


*  Mr.  Mertenc,  of  Bruxelles,  formerly  ■  partner  in 
the  house  of  Mr.  Ridgway,  presented  a  cliim  to  the 
Mine  commission,  for  the  whole  amount  which  had 
been  consigned  to  that  house.  His  application  was 
rejected  on  correct  grounds  ;  because,  although  him- 
lelf  a  subject  of  Belgium,  bis  house  was  American, 
and  became  they  were  only  consit^iiees,  and  not  own- 
era  of  the  cargoes,  the  right  to  which,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  sale  to  Mr.  Fillietaz,  has  remained  the 
property  of  American  citizens. 
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No.  203. 

Extract  of  a  lettrr  from  Mr.  GaUntin,  Envoy  Ektra 
ordinary  and  Minister  Plmipotmliary  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  France,  to  Mr.  Adams,  Stcretavy  of 
State,  dated 

Paris,  January  28,  1822. 

"  I  had  yesterday  a  conference  with  the  Minis- 
ter of  Foreign  Affairs,  on  the  subject  of  the  Ant- 
werp claims.  In  the  course  of  it,  I  referred  him 
to  my  letters  to  one  of  liis  predecessors,  of  the  9th 
November,  1816,  and  of  the  22d  of  April,  1S17 ; 
to  the  first,  in  order  that  he  might  have  a  general 
view  of  the  nature  and  extent  of  our  claims;  to 
the  other,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  both  the 
cause  of  the  delay  which  had  taken  place  on  that 
subject,  and  that  we  had  always  considered  the  re- 
clamations for  property  sequestered  and  not  con- 
demned, to  be  of  such  nature  that  the  claims  ought 
to  l>e  liquidated  and  paid  in  the  ordinary  course 
of  business,  and  did  not  require  any  diplomatic 
transaction.  I  then  slated,  that  although  our 
commercial  difficulties  might  have  justly  claimed 
the  more  immediate  attention  of  the  two  Govern- 
ments, yet  there  was  this  difference  between  the 
two  subjects,  that  the  last  was  only  one  of  mutual 
convenience,  each  party  being, after  all,  at  liberty, 
though  at  the  risk  of  encountering  countervailing 
measures,  to  regulate  his  own  commerce  as  he 
pleased  ;  whilst  the  question  of  indemnity,  for  in- 
juries sustained,  was  one  of  right.  In  this  case 
we  demanded  justice,  and  I  was  sorry  to  be  obliged 
to  say,  that,  notwithstanding  my  repeated  appli- 
cations, during  a  period  of  near  six  years,  I  had 
cot  been  able  to  obtain  redress  in  one  single  in- 
stance for  my  fellow-citizens;  an  observation, 
which  applied  not  only  to  cases  which  had  arisen 
under  the  former  Government  of  France,  but  also 
to  wrongs  ^ustained  under  that  of  His  Majesty. 
Such  result  could  not  escape  the  notice  of  my 
Government,  and  had  accordingly,  been  com- 
plained of,  in  the  most  pointed  manner,  in  the  in- 
structions I  had  from  time  to  time  received.  There 
was,  indeed,  an  aggravating  and  most  extraordi- 
nary circumstance,  with  respect  to  the  applications 
relative  to  injuries  sustained  under  Bonaparte's 
Government.  Not  only  had  1  failed  in  obtaining 
redress,  but  I  had  not  even  been  honored  with  an 
answer.  It  could  not  be  concealed,  that  such  a 
course  of  proceeding,  on  the  part  of  France,  had  a 
tendency  to  impair  the  friendly  relations  between 
the  two  countrK-s,  and  might  have  an  unfavorable 
effect,  even  in  the  discussion  of  other  subjects.  I 
therefore  <*arnestly  requested  that  he  would  im- 
mediately attend  to  the  reclamation  now  before 
him,  and  no  longer  delay  the  decision  which  we 
had  a  right  to  expect." 

"  Viscouut  Montmorency  at  once  answered,  thai 
he  had  read  the  papers  relative  to  the  Antwerp 
sequestrations,  and  that  he  was  struck  with  the 
justice  of  the  claim.  He  regretted,  he  added,  that 
the  settlement  of  this  reclamation  should  have 
fallen  on  the  present  Ministry  ;  that  a  decision 
had  not  taken  place  in  the  year  1819;  that  such 
an  objection  as  that  complained  of,  had,  at  that 
time,  been  raised  by  the  Mmistry  of  Finances. 


I  This  candid  declaration  was  made,  he  said,  in 
I  full  confidence  that  I  would  understand  it  as  an 
opinion  formed  on  a  first  impression,  and  as  being 
only  his  individual  opinion  ;  he  had  not  yet  con- 
ferred on  the  subject  with  the  Minister  of  Finances 
or  his  other  colleagues,  which  he  promised  to  do 
without  delay,  and  to  lay  the  subject  before  the 
King  as  soon  as  possible.  Speaking  of  our  claims 
generally,  he  alluded  to  the  hardship  that  the 
King's  Government  should  be  made  responsible 
for  all  the  misdeeds  of  Bonaparte  ;  an  observation, 
to  which  I  did  not  think  necessary  to  answer,  as 
he  spoke  only  of  the  hardship  of  the  case,  and  did 
not  assert  that  the  obligation  did  not  exisL" 


No.  208. 
Extract  of  a  Utter  from  Mr.  Gallatin  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Paris,  April  23,  1822. 

*'  In  several  conversations  I  had  with  Viscount 
de  Montmorency,  on  the  subject  of  the  Antwerp 
cases,  he  always  evinced  a  sense  of  the  justice 
of  the  claim,  and  a  disposition  that  indemnity 
should  be  made,  but  I  hare  not  yet  been  able 
to  obtain  an  official  answer ;  and  finding  that 
objections,  which  were  not  distinctly  stated, 
were  still  made  by  the  Department  of  Finances, 
I  asked  Mr.  Montmorency's  permission  to  con- 
fer on  the  subject  with  Mr.  de  Villele,  in  order 
that  I  might  clearly  understand  what  prospect 
there  was  of  obtaining  justice.  This  was  readily 
assented  to,  and  I  'lad  accordingly  an  interview 
yesterday  with  that  Minister. 

"  I  found  that  Mr.  de  Villele  had  only  a  general 
knowledge  of  the  subject,  and  had  not  read  my 
note  of  the  10th  January  last,  to  which  I  referred 
him,  and  which  he  promised  to  peruse  with  atten- 
tion. It  appeared,  however,  to  me,  that,  although 
he  was  cautious  not  to  commit  himself,  he  was 
already  satisfied,  from  the  inspection  of  the  papers 
in  his  Department,  and  without  having  seen  my 
argument,  that  the  claim  was  just,  and  that  the 
ground  assumed  by  Baron  Louis,  in  his  letter  to 
Mr.  Parish,  was  untenable. 

"  His  objections  lo  a  payment  of  the  claim  at 
this  lime,  supposing  that  on  a  thorough  inrestiga- 
tion  it  proved  to  be  just,  were  the  following : 

"  1st.  There  were  no  funds  at  his  disposal,  from 
which  the  payment  could  be  made;  and  it  was 
absolutely  necessary  that  an  application  should 
be  made  to  the  Chambers  for  that  purpose:  a  de- 
mand which  would  be  very  ill  received,  as  it  had 
been  generally  supposed  that  France  was  relieved 
from  every  foreign  claim  of  that  description. 

"  2d.  Such  was  the  amount  of  wrongs  commit- 
ted by  Bonaparte,  and  the  acknowledged  impossi- 
bility that  France  could  repair  them  all,  that  the 
European  Powers,  although  with  arms  in  their 
hands,  and  occupying  a  part  of  the  country,  had 
consented  to  receive,  as  a  payment  in  full,  a  stipu- 
lated sura,  which  fell  very  short  of  the  amount 
of  their  claims.  The  payments  thus  made  by 
France,  had  therefore  been  in  every  instance 
the  result  of  an  agreement,  (d'une  transaction,) 
founded  on  equitable  principles,  and  on  an  aban- 
donment, on  the  part  of  the  foreign  Powers,  of 
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a  considerable  pan  of  their  claims.  It  appeared 
to  him  impossible  that  an  application  for  funds 
could  be  made  to  the  Chambers,  for  the  purpose 
of  satisfying  American  claims,  unless  it  was  also 
the  result  of  a  transaction  of  a  similar  nature. 

"  3d.  Even  in  that  case,  the  engagement  to  pay 
any  sum  at  this  time,  for  that  object,  would  for 
the  reasons  already  stated,  and  tor  many  others 
arising  from  the  change  of  Government,  appear 
extremely  hard.  The  only  way  to  render  it  pala- 
table was,  that  it  should  be  accompanied  by  the 
grateful  information,  that  our  commercial  difficul- 
ties were  arranged  in  a  satisfactory  manner.  He 
regretted,  therefore,  extremely,  that  the  discussion 
of  the  two  subjects  had  been  separated,  one  being 
treated  in  the  United  States,  and  the  other  here; 
and  he  asked,  whether  it  was  probable  that  the  re- 
sult of  the  negotiation  at  Washington  would  be 
known  at  Paris  before  the  next  session  of  the 
Chambers,  which  is  to  take  place  in  June  next. 

"I  must  say,  that  these  observations  did  not 
appear  to  be  made  with  an  intention  of  throwing 
new  obstacles  in  the  way  of  an  adjustment  of  our 
claims,  but  for  the  purpose  of  stating  the  difficul- 
ties which  the  Government  would  have  to  encoun- 
ter, in  any  attempt  to  eflfect  that  object.  It  was 
not  the  less  necessary  to  reply  to  the  suggestions 
thus  made:  and  I  observed,  with  respect  to  the 
delays  which  had  taken  place,  that  they  were  to 
be  ascribed  solely  to  the  French  Government.  It 
was  m  consequence  of  the  determination  of  the 
Duke  of  Richelieu,  and  I  referred  to  my  letter  to 
him  of  the  22d  of  April,  1817  ;  it  was  against  my 
opinion,  and  notwithstanding  my  strong  remon- 
strances, that  the  subject  had  been  postp>oned,  and 
that  provision  was  not  madefor  our  claims  at  the 
same  time  as  for  those  of  subjects  of  the  European 
Powers.  But  I  had  taken  care  to  remind  the  Duke 
of  Richelieu,  when  the  communication  for  the  last 
object  was  made  to  the  Legislative  Body,  that  the 
American  claims  were  not  included  in  the  settle- 
ment ;  and  he  had  accordingly  expressly  stated  in 
that  communication,  that  the  sum  to  be  voted 
would  discharge  France  from  all  demands  on  the 
part  of  the  subjects  of  the  European  Powers.  This 
was  so  well  understood,  that  the  subsequent  grant 
of  seven  millions  had  been  voted  for  the  purpose 
of  discharging  the  Algerine  claims.  Ours  alone 
remained  unsettled  ;  and  the  Chambers  must  have 
expected,  and  could  not  therefore  be  astonished, 
that  an  application  for  that  object  should  also  be 
made  to  them. 

"  As  to  the  propriety  of  a  convention,  for  the 
general  adjustment  of  the  claims  of  American 
citizens,  I  informed  Mr.  de  Villele,  that  this  was 
precisely  what  the  United  States  had  asked  ;  and 
I  referred  him  to  my  note  of  the  9th  November, 
1816,  which  to  this  day  remained  un2nswered. 
The  extraordinary  silence  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment, was  at  least  a  proof  of  its  reluctance  to 
adopt  that  mode  of  settlement,  and  there  was  an 
intrinsic  difficulty  in  what  he  called  a  transac- 
tion. The  United  States  could  have  no  objection 
to  a  partial  admission  and  reimbursement  of  the 
claims  of  their  citizens;  but  they  would  not,  in 
order  to  obtain  that  object,  sacrifice  other  recla- 


mations equally  just,  and  give  that  general  re- 
lease which  France  was  desirous  to  obtain,  in 
consideration  of  that  partial  payment.  Under 
these  circumstances,  it  was  a  natural,  and  per- 
haps the  most  practicable,  course  to  press  a  set- 
tlement of  those  claims,  which  it  might  be  pre- 
sumed she  intended  ultimately  to  pay.  To  repel 
this,  on  a  plea  that  a  convention,  embracing  the 
whole,  was  a  preferable  mode,  was  an  untenable 
position,  so  long  as  our  overture,  having  the  last 
object  in  view,  remained  unanswered. 

"After  having  expressed  my  sincere  wishes, 
that  an  arrangement  of  our  commercial  difficul- 
ties might  soon  be  effected,  and  having  shown, 
from  a  recapitulation  of  what  had  taken  place  at 
the  time,  that  the  transfer  of  the  negotiations,  for 
that  object,  to  Washington,  was  owing  to  the 
French  Government,  I  stated  that  there  was  no 
connexion,  whatever,  between  that  and  the  sub- 
ject of  our  claims,  and  that  even  when  discusssed 
at  the  same  place,  they  had  always  been  treated 
distinctly.  Our  reclamations  were  of  much  older 
date,  and  not  to  speak  of  the  former  Government 
of  this  conntry,  tney  had,  since  the  restoration, 
been  pending  near  four  years,  before  any  discus- 
sion of  our  commercial  relations  had  commenced. 
I  was  ready  to  acknowledge  that  it  would  be,  at 
any  time,  an  unpleasant  duty  for  His  Majesty's 
Ministers  to  be  obliged  to  ask  funds  for  the  pur- 
pose of  repairing  the  injuries  sustained,  during  a 
former  period,  by  the  citizens  of  a  foreign  nation; 
and  I  was  sensible  that  the  task  would  be  more 
easy  after  the  settlement  than  during  the  existence 
of  other  difficulties.  But  justice,  and  our  perse- 
verance, on  which  he  might  rely,  required  that 
the  duty,  however  unpleasant,  should,  at  some 
time,  be  performed;  and  I  was  the  less  disposed 
to  acquiesce  in  new  and  vexatious  delays,  on  the 
ground  alluded  to,  because  the  result  of  the  nego- 
tiations was  very  uncertain.  The  delay,  in  that 
respect,  was  solely  due  to  the  F'rench  Gov<'rnment; 
they  had  thrown  great  obstacles  m  the  way  of  an 
arrangement,  by  blending  other  subjects  with  that 
immediately  to  be  attended  to;  afterwards,  they 
became  sensible,  in  the  latter  end  of  September 
last,  that  it  was  necessary  to  send  new  instructions 
to  Mr.  de  Neuville.  I  had,  in  the  month  of  Octo- 
ber, made  every  representation,  and  given  all  the 
explanations  which  could  be  necessary  ;  yet,  the 
instructions  to  Mr,  de  Neuville  were  not,  as  I  un- 
derstood, sent  till  late  in  January,  and  had  not 
yet,  I  believed,  been  received  on  the  12th  of  March. 
The  success  of  the  negotiation  depended  on  the 
nature  of  those  instructions,  with  which  I  was  not 
acquainted.  If  they  produced  no  favorable  result, 
the  consequence  would  only  be,  that  the  commerce 
between  the  two  countries  would  be  lessened,  and 
flow  through  indirect  channels — probably  to  our 
mutual  los5,  and  to  the  profit  of  the  British  man- 
ufacturers and  navigation.  But,  however  this 
might  be  lamented,  it  was  only  a  question  of  pol- 
icy— each  of  the  two  nations  had  a  right  to  regu- 
late her  commerce,  as  in  her  opinion  best  suited 
her  interest.  But,  with  respect  to  our  claims,  it 
was  a  question  of  right,  the  consideration  of  which 
ought  not,  and  could  not,  be  abandoned  or  post- 


poned, even  if  the  commercial  relations  should 
continue  to  be  less  extensive  and  less  advantage- 
ous than  they  had  formerly  been,  or  might  again 
become,  in  case  a  satisfactory  arrangemeiij,  re- 
specting the  discriminating  duties,  was  nn|ade; 
whether  the  result  of  the  negotiation  wouljd  be 
known  here  in  June,  it  was,  ot  course,  impossible 
for  me  to  say.  '  .] 

"  Mr.  de  Villele,  having  taken  memorand4  and 
promised  to  read  the  notes  to  which  I  had  alluded, 
asked  me,  whether  there  was  any  difierenlcc  be- 
tween Mr.  Parish's  claim  (meaning  the  thre^  ves- 
sels consigned  to  his  house)  and  that  for  th'ei  four 
other  Antwerp  ships?  to  which  I  answered, Imost 
decidedly,  in  the  negative.  He  then,  havrtig  the 
decree  of  the  22d  ol  July,  1818,  before  bird,  in- 
quired in  what  consisted  the  difference  bet^veen 
the  Antwerp  claims  and  those  for  other  property 
sequestered  and  embraced  by  the  same  decreet,  viz: 
the  St.  Sebastian  seizures  and  the  vessels  ^iven 
up  by  Holland.  I  answered — none,  whatever,  in 
substance,  and  that  the  reason  why  a  specifix:  ap- 
plication was  made  for  the  Antwerp  claims,  alone, 
in  my  letter  of  the  lUth  January  last,  was! that, 
having  already  demanded  indemnity  for  ajll  the 
claims,  particularly  in  my  note  of  9ih  November, 
1816,  the  claimants,  who  relied  on  the  exertions 
of  their  Government  to  obtain  redress,  had  gener- 
ally thought  It  unnecessary  to  make  separate  ap- 
plications; Mr.  Parish,  however,  being  oi  the 
spot,  had  urged  a  special  decision  in  his  case,  and 
my  Government  having,  for  the  reasons  al|-eady 
stated,  acquiesced  in  that  course,  the  Antwerp 
claims  were,  in  that  manner,  first  presented  io  the 
consideration  of  that  of  France.  But,  I  had  ex- 
pressly stated  in  my  note,  that  this  was  not,  in 
any  way,  to  be  construed  as  an  abandonment  of 
other  claims,  equally  just,  although  their  features 
might  not,  in  every  respect,  be  precisely  the^me. 
Between  the  Antwerp  and  the  other  clainds  for 
property  sequestered  and  not  condemned,  f  knew 
none  but  merely  nominal  differences.  Tlije  St. 
Sebastian  vessels  and  cargoes  had  been  seizejd  and 
sold  under  an  untenable  and  frivolous  pretence, 
that  of  retaliation,  to  which  a  retrospective 'effect 
had  been  given.  The  Antwerp  cargoes  haq  been 
seized  and  sold,  without  any  pretence  whiltever 
being  assigned  for  it.  In  neither  case  had  a{  con- 
demnation taken  place.  In  both  cases  wd  had 
always  claimed  restitution,  or  trial,  beforp  the 
ordinary  competent  tribunal.  The  right  t4)  ask 
for  such  trial  was,  in  both  cases,  derived  froin  the 
law  of  nations,  and  it  was,  for  the  Antwerp 
cargoes,  also  founded  on  positive  treaty  Stipu- 
lations." 


I  asked  him  an  interview,  which  is  to  take  place 
on  Saturday  next. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 


Mr,  Gallatin  to  the  Viscount  Montmorency. 

Paris,  May  3,  1822. 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honor,  on  the  10th  of  January 
last,  to  address  to  your  Excellency  a  note,  relative 
to  the  American  cargoes  sequestered  at  Antwerp. 
But,  although  the  conversations  1  bad  since  the 
honor  to  have  with  your  Excellency  on  that  sub- 
ject, had  led  me  to  hope  that  there  was  a  disposi- 
tion to  render  a  tardy  justice  to  the  claimants,  the 
note  still  remains  unanswered. 

It  is  my  duty  to  remind,  also,  your  Excellency, 
that  all  the  former  notes  which  I  had  the  honor 
to  address  to  His  Majesty's  Ministers,  either  with 
respect  to  that  reclamation,  or,  generally,  on  the 
subject  of  the  American  claims,  and  particularly 
the  note  of  the  9th  of  November,  1816,  have  shared 
the  same  fate.  That,  on  a  subject  so  important, 
no  official  answer  should,  for  such  length  of  time, 
have  been  given  to  the  earnest  and  repeated  ap- 
plications of  a  friendly  Power  ;  that,  where  favors 
are  not  asked,  but  justice  is  demanded,  there 
should  have  been  such  a  tacit  perseverance  in 
avoiding  even  to  discuss  the  question,  must  be 
allowed  a  most  uncommon  proceeding  in  the  in- 
tercourse between  independent  nations. 

To  these  considerations  I  beg  leave  to  add,  that 
two  American  citizens,  with  powers  from  the 
owners  of  the  greater  part  of  the  Antwerp  cargoes, 
have  been  here  for  a  length  of  time,  one  of  them 
for  a  year,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  pursuing  and 
liquidating  that  claim  ;  and  that  they  both  unite 
in  requesting  that  they  may  be  no  longer  detained, 
and  that,  at  all  events,  a  decision  may  be  made 
in  that  case. 

Permit  me,  therefore,  most  earnestly  to  request 
from  your  Excellency,  that  no  further  delays  may 
take  place,  and  to  ask  that  official  answer,  which 
1  have  never  doubted,  would,  when  made,  prove 
satisfactory  to  the  just  expectation  of  the  parties 
interested. 

I  request  your  Excellency  to  accept  the  renewed 
assurance  of  the  distinguished  consideration  with 
which,  &,c. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 


Mr.  Gallatin  to  the  Secretary  of  State — No.  312. 

Paris,  May  13,  1^22.. 
Sih:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  cop^  of  a 
letter  I  wrote,  on  the  3d  instant,  to  Viscount  Mont- 
morency, on  the  subject  of  the  Antwerp  claims. 
He  has  promised  an  answer;  but,  as  he  ipoke, 
though  in  vague  terms,  of  objections,  whjich  it 
would  be  better  to  prevent,  rather  than  to  answer, 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  GallaJtin  to  the  Secretary 
•   of  State,  No.  216,  dated 

Paris,  June  13,  1822. 
"The  conference  I  had,  on  the  18th  ultimo, 
with  Viscount  de  Montmorency,  on  the  subject  of 
the  American  claims,  turned  principally  on  the 
difficulties  which  this  Government  would  find  in 
effecting  an  arrangement  with  us.  The  result  of 
a  free  conversation  on  what  was  practicable,  seem- 
ed to  be,  that  a  definitive  agreement  was  pvfer- 
able  to  a  partial  payment,  and  that  the  choice 
must,  in  that  respect,  be  between  the  two  follow- 
ing modes :  either  the  payment  of  a  stipulated 
sum,  in  full  discharge  of  the  demands  of  the  Uni- 
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ted  States  for  spoliations,  and  to  be  distributed  by 
their  Goveroraent ;  or,  the  reference  of  the  whole 
case  to  a  joint  commission,  which,  in  case  of 
disagreement,  would  refer  the  disputed  points  to 
a  Sovereign  chosen  by  the  two  Governments." 

"Although  Mr.  de  Montmorency  appeared  to 
continue  to  be  personally  well  disposed,  he  did 
not  conceal  that  there  were  objections  in  the 
Council  of  Ministers;  and  he  stated,  a  few  days 
after,  that  they  were  inclined  to  postpone  the  ! 
subject,  until  the  result  of  the  negotiation  at 
Washington  was  ascertained.  I  concluded,  ne- 
vertheless, to  insist  for  an  answer  to  my  last  note, 
being  satisfied  that  it  would  not  amount  to  a  re-  ; 
jection,  which  would  have  committed  hereafter 
this  Government,  and  that  there  would  be  some 
advantage  in  obtaining,  at  least,  something  more 
than  verbal  from  them.  The  answer  of  the  1st  \ 
instant,  was  accordingly  received,  copy  of  which 
is  herewith  enclosed.  VVe  had  so  many  accounts  ! 
of  a  near  prospect  of  an  arrangement  being  on 
the  eve  of  being  concluded,  between  you  and  Mr. 
de  Neuville,  that  I  waited  a  few  days  before  I 
made  a  reply;  but,  having  now  heard  of  the  ad- 
journment of  Congress,  without  any  convention 
having  been  made,  1  this  day  have  made  the 
answer,  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a 
copy." 


King's  Council,  the  examination  of  the  claims 
which  form  the  object  of  your  letter  of  the  3d 
May.     1  have  the  honor,  dec. 

MONTMORENCY. 


[translatio.n.J 

Viscount  Montmorencj/  to  Mr.  Gallatin. 

Paris,  June  1,  1822. 

Sir:  I  have  received  the  letter  which  you  did 
me  the  honor  to  write  me  on  the  3d  of  May,  rela- 
tive to  the  American  cargoes  sequestered  in  the 
port  of  Anvers,  and  to  the  other  claims  which  you 
have  already  heretofore  laid  before  the  Ministers 
of  the  King. 

I  could  have  wished,  sir,  to  have  been  able  to 
answer  you  sooner,  and,  especially,  to  have  been 
able  to  welcome  your  demands;  but  I  was  under 
the  necessity  of  first  submitting  them  to  the  Kmg, 
who  is  engaged  in  Council;  His  Majesty  having 
nothing  more  at  heart,  than  to  see  adjusted,  io 
a  proper  and  satisfactory  manner,  the  affairs  of 
mutual  interest  for  both  countries,  and  thus  to 
multiply  between  them  useful  and  amicable  re- 
lations. 

The  object  of  your  claims  is,  without  doubt,  in- 
teresting to  a  great  number  of  individuals  ;  and 
vre  have,  also,  individual  claims  to  mjike,  which 
are  likewise  of  groat  interest  to  the  subjects  of 
the  King,  whom  they  concern.  I  would  be  first 
to  wish  that  the  Government  could  be  engaged 
with  them ;  but  you  are  not  ignorant,  sir,  that 
there  is,  at  this  moment,  at  Washington,  a  nego- 
tiation which  embraces  general  interests  of  the 
highest  importance  to  the  navigation  of  France 
and  of  America. 

The  King's  Council  has  judged,  that  it  was 
better  to  put  off  the  examination  of  the  individual 
claims,  until  the  negotiation  upon  the  general 
interests  was  concluded  ;  and,  as  soon  as  that  shall 
take  place,  I  shall  hapten,  sir,  to  move,  in  the 


Mr.  Gallatin  to  the  Viscount  Montmorency. 

Paris,  June  23,  1822. 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  Excellen- 
cy's letter  of  the  1st  instant,  in  answer  to  mine  of 
the  3d  of  May,  relative  to  the  American  reclama- 
tions. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  find  that  the  unfavorable 
suggestions  heretofore  made  on  that  subject  are  no 
longer  alluded  to,  and  that  the  only  reason  assign- 
ed lor  its  postponement  is  foreign  to  the  merits  of 
the  claim.  I  had  expected  no  less  from  the  jus- 
tice of  His  Majesty's  Government.  But  this  new 
delay  is  as  vexatious  as  unexpected  ;  and  the 
grounds  on  which  it  is  placed  ap|)ear  altogether 
untenable. 

It  will  appear  by  my  letter  of  the  22d  ol  April, 
1817,  to  his  Excellency  the  Duke  of  Richelieu, 
that  the  magnitudeof  the  claims  made  upon  France 
by  subjects  of  European  Powers  was  the  reason 
alleged  at  that  time  for  postponing  to  a  more  fa- 
vorable moment  the  discussion  of  the  American 
claims  in  question.  The  Government  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  from  the  most  friendly  motives,  though 
with  great  reluctance,  acquiesced  so  far  in  that 
delay  as  to  have  abstained  from  pressing  again 
the  subject  until  the  European  claims  had  been 
arranged  in  a  satisfactory  manner.  1  made  at  that 
lime,  as  will  appear  by  my  letter  to  the  Duke  ol 
Richelieu  of  the  3d  April,  18l8,an  unavailing  effort 
to  obtain  a  simultaneous  and  definitive  arrange- 
ment of  the  American  claims,  as  most  consistent 
both  with  common  justice  and  sound  policy.  And 
now,  when  the  original  cause  of  the  postpone- 
ment has  ceased  to  exist;  when  the  prosperous 
situation  of  the  finances  of  France  leaves  no 
ground  for  the  primitive  objection  ;  a  new  cause 
for  delay  is  sought  in  circumstances  of  a  subse- 
quent date,  and  which  are  wholly  unconnected 
with  the  subject  in  question.  The  consideration 
of  American  claims  was  adjourned  on  a  presumed 
plea  of  temporary  inability  or  inconvenience,  early 
in  1817  ;  and  the  commercial  difficulties  which  it 
is  the  object  of  the  pending  negotiation  at  Wash- 
ington to  arrange  did  not  arise  till  the  year  1819. 
That  the  question  of  indemnity  ought  not  to  be 
made  to  depend  on  the  late  of  that  negotiation  is 
equally  evident. 

An  arrangement  which  will  restore  to  the  navi- 
gation of  America  and  France  those  advantages 
now  enjoyed,  to  the  exclusion  of  both,  by  foreign 
vessels,  and  which  will  have  a  tendency  to  extend 
the  commercial  and  friendly  relations  between  the 
two  countries,  is  undoubtedly  a  most  desirable 
object,  and  of  the  highest  importance.  But  it  is 
after  all  a  question,  not  of  right,  but  of  policy. 
Either  of  the  two  Governments  may,  on  that  sub- 
ject, make  an  erroneous  determination;  but  each 
of  them,  should  they  not  unfortunately  be  able  to 
agree  on  that  point,  has  ultimately  the  right  to 
make  its  own  commercial  regulations,  exposing 


itself  without  doubt  to  countervailing  measures,  [ 
but  without  giving  thereby  any  just  grodnd  of  | 
complaint,  or  disturbing  in  other  respects  tliie  bar-  j 
mony  subsisting  between  the  two  nations,  tn  fact  ! 
that  state  of  things  exists  to  a  much  greater  bxtent 
between  France  and  mafiy  European  Powers, 
particularly  with  Great  Britain.  The  con>tnerce 
between  America  and  France,  and  which  t^ay  be 
estimated  to  amount  in  value  to  about  eighty  mil-  I 
lions  of  francs  a  year,  may  still  be  carried'jon  in 
foreign  vessels,  or  through  indirect  channels. 
Neither  country  has  prohibited  the  importation  of 
the  products  of  the  soil  or  industry  of  the  pther. 
The  only  question  under  discussion,  and  on  which 
they  may  happen  not  to  agree,  is  that  of  the  nav- 
igation— that  IS  to  ?ay,  of  the  freight  of  the  arti- 
cles of  exchange,  which  may  in  the  whcile  be 
worth  about  three  millions  a  year.  But,  frqm  the 
resf>ective  prohibitions  existing  in  Franc^  and 
England,  it  is  not  merely  the  navigation,  but  the 
commerce  itself,  between  the  two  countries,  which 
is  so  nearly  annihilated  as  not  to  exceed  twelve 
or  fifteen  millions  a  year.  It  has  certainly  in  this 
case  never  been  suggested  that  because  each  Gov- 
ernment follows  in  that  respect  its  own  views,  the 
other  questions  of  right  or  general  policy  should 
on  that  account  be  suspended  ;  that  because  a 
treaty  of  commerce  may  appear  injurious  to  either 
of  them,  the  other  would  lor  that  reason  be  justi- 
fied in  refusing  to  do  justice  in  other  respects. 
The  question  of  the  indemnity  claimed  by  the 
United  Slates  from  France  is  one,  not  merely  of 
policy,  but  of  right.  It  will  again  revert,  and  with 
the  same  force,  in  case  there  should  be  no  arrange- 
ment of  the  commercial  difficulties.  The  founda- 
tion on  which  the  demand  rests  cannot  be  affected 
by  that  result.  France  must  still  acknowledge 
or  deny  the  justice  of  that  claim.  She  is  bound, 
in  the  first  case,  to  grant  the  indemnity;  in  the 
other,  to  adduce  satisfactory  reasons  for  her  denial. 
I  must  beg  leave  to  observe,  that  the  object  of 
these  reclamations  cannot  be,  and  is  not  considered 
by  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  as  only 
affecting  the  interests  of  private  individuals,  but 
as  an  important  subject  of  public  concern.  It  is  not 
for  private  contracts  voluntarily  entered  into,  or 
other  claims  of  a  similar  nature;  it  is  for  numer- 
ous spoliations,  committed  not  only  contrary  to 
every  principle  of  common  justice,  but  in  violation 
of  the  acknowledged  law  of  nations,  and  of  posi- 
tive treaty  stipulations;  it  is  for  the  most  flagrant 
and  continued  infractions  of  their  rights,  as  a  neu- 
tral and  independent  nation,  that  the  United  States 
demand  that,  at  least,  a  satisfactory  indemnity 
should  be  made  to  her  citizens  for  the  losses  thus 
suffered.  The  whole  series  of  their  public  acts,  at 
home  and  abroad,  when  those  outrageous  pro- 
ceedings took  place,  and  the  peculiar  circumstan- 
ces, (arising  from  simultaneous  aggressions  on  the 
part  of  England,)  which  alone  prevented  h  resort 
to  war,  are  facts  of  such  notoriety,  as  to  render  it 
difficult  to  conceive  how  the  subject  can  be  viewed 
as  of  an  inferior  importance,  and  as  only  affecting 
private  interests,  if  any  further  proof  was  re- 
quired, in  tfiat  respect,  the  10th  article  of  the  treaty 
of  the  16lh  of  March,  1810,  between  France  and 


Holland,  might  be  quoted.  Certain  American 
cargoes,  which  make  part  of  our  reclamations, 
were,  by  that  treaty,  put  at  the  disposal  of  France, 
''  in  order,"  according  to  the  said  article,  "  that  the 
same  may  be  dealt  with  according  to  circumstan- 
ces, and  to  the  political  relations  between  France 
and  the  United  Stales." 

Not  knowing  to  what  reclamations,  by  subjects 
of  France  against  the  United  States,  your  Excel- 
lency alludes,  I  can  only  observe  that,  if  there  are 
any,  respecting  which  a  stipulation  should  be 
deemed  necessary,  it  must  of  course  be  understood 
that  every  such  stipulation  will,  in  every  respect, 
be  reciprocal,  and  embrace,  on  both  sides,  all  re- 
clamations of  a  similar  nature,  and  for  the  same 
period  of  time. 

I  request  your  Excellency  to  accept  the  assu- 
rances, «Scc. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

ViscounT  HE  Montmorency, 

Minister  of  Foreign  Ajfairs,  ^c. 


No.  230. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Gallatin  to  the  Secretary 

of  State,  dated  Paris,  September  8,  1822. 

"  I  had,  on  the  17lh  ultimo,  written  to  Viscount 
Montmorency,  and  again  on  the  31st  to  Mr.  de 
Villele,  on  the  subject  of  our  reclamations,  only  to 
remind  them,  that  the  late  convention  had  re- 
moved the  sole  cause  assigned  for  delay.  I  re- 
ceived, last  night,  Mr.  de  ViUele's  note  of  the  3d, 
of  which  copy  is  enclosed." 


Mr.  Gallatin  to  Mr.  de  Montmorency,  daied  11  th  Au- 

gust,  1822. 

I  beg  leave  to  call  again  your  Excellency's  at- 
tention to  the  American  claims,  for  sequestrations 
and  spoliations.  The  cause  assigned  by  your  Ex- 
cellency, in  your  letter  of  the  first  of  June  last,  for 
suspending  their  consideration,  being  happily  re- 
moved by  the  late  commercial  arrangement,  I  trust 
that  no  further  delay  will  take  place,  and  that,  in 
conformity  with  the  tenor  of  that  letter,  your  Ex- 
cellency will  be  pleased  to  to  bring  that  import- 
ant subject  before  the  King's  Council. 

I  request  your  Excellency  to  accept,  dec. 

[translation.] 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Gallatin  to  Mr.  de  VilUle, 

dated  Paris,  Augiust  31,  1822. 

"  Permit  me  to  remind  your  Excellency,  that  the 
three  last  letters  which  I  had  the  honor  of  address- 
ing to  his  Excellency  the  Viscount  de  Montmo- 
rency, are  still  unanswered.  The  first,  under  the 
date  of  the  17th  current,  had,  for  its  object,  the 
different  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United  Slates. 
The  second,  of  ihe  20th,  contained  my  observations 
on  the  project  of  an  ordinance,  necessary  that  the 
execution  of  the  convention  of  24th  June  may 
commence  on  the  1st  of  October  next.  The  last, 
of  the  27th,  remonstrated  against  the  conduct  pur- 
sued by  the  local  authorities,  in  regard  to  the 
American  vessel  the  General  Hamilton,  thrown 
upon  the  coast,  near  Montreuil,  on  the  sea." 
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"  I  eagerly  seize  this  occasion  to  beg  your  Ex- 
cellency to  be  pleased  to  accept  the  assurance,"  dec. 


[translation.] 

Mr.  cU  nilde  to  Mr.  GaUatin,  doled  Sept.  3,  1822. 

You  did  me  the  honor,  on  the  31st  of  August 
last,  to  remind  me  of  several  American  claims,  of 
which  you  had  formerly  apprized  the  Viscount  de 
Montmorency.  It  is  necessary  for  me  to  collect 
some  documents  respecting  this  affair,  in  order  to 
judge  of  what  consequences  they  may  be  suscep- 
tible. Be  pleased  to  believe,  sir,  that  I  shall  at- 
tend to  them  with  a  good  deal  of  interest  and  at- 
tention.    Accept,  sir,  the  assurances,  &c. 


No.  233. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Gallatin,  Envoy  Extra- 
ordinary and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  France,  to 
Mr.  Adams,  Secretary  of  State,  dated  Paris,  2ith 
Septeviher,  1822. 

"  I  had  yesterday  a  conference  with  Mr.  ViUele, 
on  the  subject  of  our  claims.  He  expressed  his 
wish  that  a  general  arrangement  might  take  place, 
embracing  all  the  subjects  of  discussion  between  the 
two  countries;  stated  those  to  be,  the  reclamations 
of  the  United  States  for  spoliations  on  their  trade, 
those  of  France,  on  account  of  Beaumarchais' 
claim,  and  of  the  vessels  captured  on  the  coast  of 
Africa,  and  the  question  arising  under  the  Louisi- 
ana treaty  ;  and  a^^ked,  whether  I  was  prepared  to 
negotiate  upon  all  those  points?  I  answered  that 
1  was  ready  to  discuss  them  all,  but  that  I  must 
object  to  t^niting  the  Louisiana  question  to  that  of 
claims  for  indemnity,  as  they  were  essentially  dis- 
tinct;  and,  as  I  thought  that,  after  all  that  had 
passed,  we  had  a  right  to  expect  that  no  further 
obstacle  should  be  thrown  in  the  discussion  of  our 
claims,  by  connecting  it  with  subjects  foreign  to 
them." 


No.  236. 

Extract  of  a  Utter  from  Mr.  Gallatin,  Envoy  Extra- 
ordinary and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  France,  to 
Mr.  Adams,  Secretary  of  State,  dated  Paris,  l3th 
November,  1822. 

"I  received,  on  the  18th  instant,  a  letter  from 
Mr.  de  Villele,  of  the  6th — copy  of  which  is 
enclosed,  together  with  that  of  my  answer,  of 
the  12th." 


[translation.] 
Mr.  de  Villele  to  Mr.  Gallatin. 

Paris,  November  6,  1822. 
Sir  :  The  Convention,  concluded  at  Washing- 
ton, on  the  24ih  of  June  last,  has  removed  the 
obstacles  which  have,  momentarily,  impeded  the 
relations  of  commerce  between  France  and  the 
United  States.  Although  this  Convention  is  only 
temporary,  it  holds  out  the  expectation  of  a  treaty 
more  extensive  and  more  durable.  It  has  left 
leisure  proper  for  discussing  and  establishing  this 
treaty,  upon  bases  the  ruosi  conformable  to  the 


interest  of  the  two  States.  Already  the  communi- 
cations are  re-opened,  on  both  sides,  on  the  most 
amicable  footing.  His  Majesty  has  seen,  with  sat- 
isfaction, this  happy  effect  of  the  arrangement  con- 
cluded in  his  name,  and  in  that  of  the  United 
Slates. 

If  any  partial  difficulties  still  remain  to  be  re- 
moved, they  will  be  easily  arranged  between  two 
Powers,  who  sincerely  wish  to  establish  their  re- 
lations upon  the  most  perfect  equity. 

Inlhisspirilof  reciprocal  justice,  I  have  received 
the  claims  which  you  have  done  me  the  honor  to 
transmit  to  me,  and  without  prejudging  any  thing 
in  their  regard,  I  must,  first  of  all,  sir,  remark  to 
you,  that  France  has  also  claims  pending,  or  to 
DC  produced,  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States.  It  would  appear  agreeable  to  the  interest 
of  the  two  pfrlies,  and  to  the  reciprocity  of  justice, 
and  of  protection,  to  which  the  subjects  of  the  two 
States  have  equally  a  right,  that  these  affairs 
should  be  examined  and  arranged  unanimously, 
by  way  of  negotiation. 

His  Majesty's  intention  would  be,  that  these 
claims  and  the  other  points  in  dispute,  upon  which 
the  Convention,  of  24th  June,  has  not  been  able 
to  pronounce,  should  be  the  object  of  this  negoti- 
ation, in  order  to  terminate  simultaneously,  and  in 
a  definitive  manner,  every  dispute  between  the 
two  States,  especially  in  what  concerns  the  duties 
received  in  Louisiana,  on  the  French  commerce, 
contrary  to  the  tenor  of  the  8th  article  of  the 
treaty  of  cession. 

You  will  only  perceive,  sir,  in  this  intention  of 
His  Majesty,  the  most  firm  desire  of  leaving,  in 
future,  no  cause  or  pretext  of  misunderstanding, 
or  of  complaints  between  the  two  States,  and  on 
the  part  of  their  respective  subjects. 

If  you  are  authorized,  sir,  to  follow  this  march, 
I  pray  you  let  me  know,  and  I  will  hasten  to  de- 
mand of  the  King  the  necessary  powers  to  a  ne- 
gotiator, charged  with  treating  with  you. 

If  you  were  al.so  authorized  to  sign  a  consular 
convention,  the  same  Plenipotentiary  would  re- 
ceive powers,  ad  hoc,  for  also  pursuing  the  nego- 
tiation. 

Accept,  sir,  the  assurance  of  the  high  conside- 
ration, dec. 

TheMinisterofFinance,charged, ad-interim,  with 
the  Portfolio  of  Foreign  Affairs. 


JH.  DE  VILLELE. 


Paris,  November  12,  1822. 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  Excel- 
lency's letter  of  the  Gth  instant. 

I  have  special  powers  to  negotiate  a  convention 
providing  for  the  just  claims  of  citizens  of  the 
United  States  against  P'rance;  as,  also,  for  the 
like  claims  of  French  subjects  against  the  United 
States,  with  such  person  or  persons  as  tony  have  a 
like  authority  from  His  Most  Christian  Majesty. 

As  Minister  of  the  United  States,  I  am  author- 
ized to  discuss  the  question  respecting  the  con- 
struction of  the  Sth  article  of  the  Louisiana  treaty, 
and  to  give  and  receive  explanations  on  that  sub- 
ject.    But  the  negotiation  on  that  point  having 
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been  transferred  to  Washington,  no  special  pow- 
ers in  that  respect  have  been  transmitted  to  me.  I 
had  understood,  in  the  course  of  the  conference  I 
had  the  honor  to  have  with  your  Ezcelleiicy  on 
the  23d  of  September,  and  had  accordingly  writ- 
ten to  my  Government,  that  it  was  not  intended 
to  insist  that  that  subject  should  be  blended  with 
that  of  private  claims.  It  is,  indeed,  obvious,  that 
it  would  be  utterly  unjust  to  make  the  admission 
of  these  to  depend  on  the  result  of  a  negotiation 
on  a  subject  with  which  they  have  no  coDtexion 
whatever,  and  the  difficulties  respecting  which  are 
of  a  date  posterior  to  that  of  the  claims. 

All  the  representations  which  His  Majesty's 
Government  has  made  to  that  of  the  United  States, 
whether  on  private  or  on  public  subjects^  have 
uniformly  been  taken  into  consideration,  apd  re- 
ceived that  attention  to  which  they  were  so*  justly 
entitled.  In  no  instance  has  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  declined  to  open  a  discussaon  on 
any  subject  thus  offered  to  their  consideration  by 
France,  or  made  it  a  preliminary  condition  that 
the  discussion  should  also  embrace  some  other 
subject  in  which  they  might  happen  to  take  a 
greater  interest.  The  question  respecting  tfie  Sth 
article  of  the  Louisiana  treaty  has,  in  particular, 
been  the  subject  of  a  voluminous  corresponjJence, 
in  the  course  of  which  the  arguments  in  s^ipport 
of  the  construction  insisted  on  by  each  parjty,  re- 
spectively, were  made  known  to  the  other.  I 
have,  in  the  mean  while,  for  six  years,  made  un- 
ceasing applications  to  His  Majesty's  Government 
for  the  settlement  of  claims  to  a  vast  atiiount, 
affecting  the  interest  of  numerous  individuals,  and 
arising  from  flagrant  violations  of  the  Itiw  of 
nations  and  of  the  rights  of  the  United  States, 
without  having  ever  been  able  to  obtain  tp  this 
day  satisfaction  in  a  single  instance,  or  eveh  that 
the  subject  should  be  taken  into  consideration  and 
discussed.  After  so  many  vexatious  delays,  for 
which  different  causes  have  at  different  times  been 
assigned,  it  cannot  now  be  intended  again  to 
postpone  the  investigation  of  that  subject,  by  in- 
sisting that  it  should  be  treated  in  connexioii  with 
one  foreign  to  it,  and  which  has  already  f>een  dis- 
cussed. The  United  States  have  at  least  the  right 
to  ask  that  their  demands  should  also  be  examined 
and  discussed,  and  I  trust  that,  since  I  am  author- 
ized to  treat,  as  well  concerning  the  claims  of 
French  subjects  against  the  United  States, |as  re- 
specting those  of  American  citizens  against  France, 
a  distinct  negotiation  to  that  effect  will  be  opened 
without  any  further  delay. 

Permit  me,  at  the  same  time,  to  renew  10  your 
Excellency  the  assurances  that  the  United  Slates 
have  the  most  earnest  desire  that  every  subject  of 
difference  between  the  two  countries  should  be 
amicably  arranged,  and  their  commercial  and 
political  relations  placed  on  the  most  friendly  and 
solid  footing.  They  will  be  ready  to  open  again 
negotiations  on  the  subject  of  the  8th  article  of 
the  Loui"^iana  treaty,  and  on  every  other  which 
remains  to  be  adjusted,  and  will  have  no  objection 
that  the  seat  of  those  negotiations  should  be  trans- 
ferred from  Washington  to  this  place. 

Although  my  powers  to  treat,  respecting  every 


subject  connected  with  the  commerce  of  the  two 
countries,  may  embrace  that  of  a  Consular  Con- 
vention, yet,  as  this  had  not  been  contemplated  by 
my  Governn>ent,  I  am  not  at  this  time  prepared  to 
conclude  an  arrangement  for  that  purpose. 

I  request  your  Excellency  to  accept  the  assu- 
rances, dec. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

His  Ex'cy  Count  de  Villele, 
Charged  tcith  Dep.  of  Foreign  Affairs,  ^c. 


No.  237.  . 

Mr.  Gallatin  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Paris,  November  19,  1822. 

Sir:  I  received  last  night,  and  have  the  honor 
to  enclose,  a  copy  of  Mr.  de  Villele's  answer  (dated 
15th  instant,)  to  my  letter  of  the  12lh,  You  will 
perceive  that,  without  taking  any  notice  of  the 
reasons  I  had  urged,  why  a  distinct  negotiation 
should  be  immediately  opened  on  the  subject  of 
the  claims  against  both  Governments,  he  insists 
that  this  shall  be  treated  in  connexion  with  the 
question  respecting  the  construction  of  the  Sth 
article  of  the  Louisiana  treaty.  The  object  is  too 
obvioas  to  require  any  comments  on  my  part,  and 
this  final  decision  leaves  me  no  other  course  than 
to  refer  the  whole  to  ray  Government. 
I  have  honor  to  be,  dec. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 


[translation.] 
M.  de  ViUele  to  Mr.  GaUatin. 

Paris,  November  15,  1822. 

Sir  :  You  did  me  the  honor  to  announce  to  me, 
on  the  12th  of  this  month,  that  you  were  author- 
ized to  negotiate  a  convention,  relative  to  the 
claims  of  Americans  against  France,  and  to  those 
of  France  against  the  United  States;  but,  that 
you  had  no  power  to  enter  upon  a  negotiation  con- 
cerning the  interpretation  of  the  Sth  article  of  the 
Louisiana  treaty. 

The  discussions  which  have  arisen  upon  this 
last  point,  between  your  Government  and  the 
King's  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  the  United 
States,  having  had  no  result,  and  this  question 
being  thus  left  undecided,  it  is  both  proper  and 
just  to  resume  the  examination  of  it ;  it  touches 
upon  too  great  interests  not  to  be  treated  of  with 
renewed  attention,  or  to  be  abandoned. 

If  a  new  arrangement  takes  place  for  the  claims, 
which  are  still  in  controversy,  it  ought  to  compre- 
hend the  whole,  and  the  desire  of  the  King's  Gov- 
ernment is  not  to  leave  any  difficulty,  any  inde- 
cision remaining  in  the  relations  of  the  two  coun- 
tries. 

It  is  for  the  same  reason,  sir,  that  I  demanded, 
in  the  letter  which  I  had  the  honor  to  address  to 
you  on  the  Gth  of  this  month,  that  the  negotiation 
to  be  opened  on  the  respective  claims  should  also 
include  a  consular  convention. 

If  your  powers  for  discussing  these  difficult 
points  should  not  appear  to  you  sufficiently  exten- 
sive to  make  it  the  object  of  a  negotiation,  I  think, 
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sir,  that  you  will  deem  it  fit  to  ask  of  your  Gov- 
ernment supplementary  authority,  to  come  at  an 
arrangement,  which  cannot  be  of  the  utility  pro- 
posed by  the  two  Governments  unless  it  5hall 
embrace  all  the  c|uestions  and  the  claims  which 
are  still  in  dispute. 

I  can  only  refer,  sir,  on  this  subject,  to  the  com- 
munications which  I  had  the  honor  to  make  to 
you  on  the  6th  of  this  month,  and  with  which 
you  have,  doubtless,  acquainted  your  Govern- 
ment. 

Accept,  sir,  the  assurance  of  my  high  conside- 
ration. 

JH.  DE  VILLELE, 

Minister  of  Finances,  ^c. 


No.  250. 

Extract  of  a  Utter  from  Mr.  Gallatin,  Envoy  Extraor- 
dinary and  Miuiater  Plenipotentiary  to  France,  to 
Mr.  A<lavis,  Secretary  of  State,  dated  Paris,  21th 
February,  1823. 

"  The  more  I  have  reflected  on  the  ground  as- 
sumed by  this  Government,  on  the  subject  of  our 
claims,  and  on  the  attenipt  to  connect  their  dis- 
cussion with  the  question  arising  under  the  8th 
article  of  the  Louisiana  treaty,  the  more  I  have 
felt  satisfied  that  it  was  impossible  that  the  Uni- 
ted States  should  depart  from  the  true  construc- 
tion of  that  article,  and  acquiesce  in  that  con- 
tended for  by  France,  and  that  the  renewed  dis- 
cussion on  that  subject  would  be  unprofitable,  and 
iead  to  no  result  whatever.  As  a  last,  but  1  be- 
lieve unavailing  effort,  I  have  concluded  to  ex- 
press that  conviction  to  the  French  Government, 
and  have  accordingly  addressed,  this  day,  to  Mr, 
Chateaubriand,  the  letter  of  which  I  have  the 
honor  to  enclose  a  copy." 


Paris,  February  27,  1823. 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  his  Excellency 
Count  de  Villele's  letter,  of  the  15th  November 
last,  by  which,  notwithstanding  the  remonstrance 
contained  in  mine  of  the  12ih,  his  Excellency, 
being  at  that  time  charged  with  the  Department 
of  Foreign  Affairs,  still  insisted  that  the  discus- 
sion of  the  claims  of  individuals  of  both  nations 
upon  the  two  Governments,  respectively,  should 
not  take  place,  unless  it  was  connected  with  a 
renewed  negotiation  on  the  8th  article  of  the  Lou- 
isiana treaty. 

A  conversation  I  had  the  honor  to  have  with 
his  Excellency  the  Duke  de  Montmorency,  after 
his  return  from  Verona,  induced  me  to  hope,  al- 
though he  did  not  encourage  any  expectations  of 
a  different  result,  that  he  would,  however,  again 
lay  the  subject  before  His  Majesty's  Council  of 
Ministers.  This  circumstance,  the  subsequent 
change  in  the  Department  of  Foreign  Affairs,  and 
the  objects  of  primary  importance  which  have 
hitherto  necessarily  engrossed  your  Excellency's 
attention,  have  prevented  an  earlier  official  an- 
swer to  his  Excellency  Count  de  Villele's  letter. 

It  has,  togetlicr  with  the  others  on  the  same  sub- 
ject,as  he  had  naturally  anticipated,  been  of  course 
transmitted  to  my  Government.  But,  on  a  review 


of  the  correspondence  of  Mr.  Adams  with  Mr. 
Hyde  de  Neuville,  and  with  myself,  I  must  ex- 
press my  perfect  conviction,  that  the  subject  hav- 
ing been  maturely  examined,  and  thoroughly  dis- 
cussed, there  cannot  be  the  least  expectation  that 
the  United  States  will  alter  their  views  ol  it,  or 
acquiesce  in  the  construction  put  by  His  Majesty's 
Minister  on  the  Sih  article  of  the  Louisiana  treaty. 

It  is  not  my  intention,  at  this  moment,  to  renew 
a  discussion  which  seems  to  have  been  already 
exhausted  ;  but  I  will  beg  leave,  simply,  to  slate 
the  question  to  your  Excellency. 

It  was  agreed,  by  the  article  above-mentioned, 
that  the  ships  of  France  should  forever  be  treated 
upon  the  footing  of  the  most  favored  nation  in  the 
ports  of  Louisiana. 

Vessels  of  certain  foreign  nations  being  now 
treated  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  in- 
cluding those  of  Louisiana,  on  the  same  footing 
with  American  ves>els,  in  consideration  of  the 
American  vessels  being  treated  in  the  ports  of 
those  nations  on  the  same  footing  with  their  own 
vessels,  P' ranee  has  required  that  French  vessels 
should,  by  virtue  of  the  said  article,  be  treated,  in 
the  ports  of  Louisiana,  on  the  same  footing  with 
the  vessels  of  those  nations,  without  allowing,  on 
her  part,  the  consideration,  or  reciprocal  condi- 
tion, by  virtue  of  which  those  vessels  are  thus 
treated. 

The  United  States  contend  that  the  right  to  be 
treated  upon  the  looting  of  the  most  favored  na- 
tion, when  not  otherwise  defined,  and  when  ex- 
pressed only  in  those  words,  is  that,  and  can  only 
be  that,  of  being  entitled  to  that  treatment,  gratui- 
tously, if  such  nation  enjoys  it  gratuiiou>ly,  and 
on  paying  the  same  equivalent,  if  it  has  been 
granted  in  consideration  of  an  equivalent.  Set- 
ting aside  every  collateral  matter  and  subsidiary 
argument,  they  say  that  the  article  in  question, 
expressed  as  it  i%,  can  have  no  other  meaning,  is 
susceptible  of  no  other  construction,  for  this  plain 
and  incontrovertible  reason:  that,  it  the  F'rench 
vessels  were  allowed  to  receive,  gratuitously,  the 
same  treatment  which  those  of  certain  other  na- 
tions receive,  only  in  consideration  of  an  equiva- 
lent, they  would  not  be  treated  as  the  most  favored 
nation,  but  mure  favorably  than  any  other  nation. 
And,  since  the  article  must  necessarily  have  the 
meaning  contended  for  by  the  United  States,  and 
no  other,  the  omission  or  insertion  of  words  to 
define  it,  is  wholly  immaterial,  a  definition  being 
necessary  only  when  the  expressions  used  are  of 
doubtful  import,  and  the  insertion  of  words  to 
that  effect  in  some  other  treaties,  belonging  to 
that  class  of  explanatory  but  superfluous  phrases 
of  which  instances  are  to  be  found  lo  so  many 
treaties. 

It  might,  indeed,  have,  perhaps,  been  sufficient 
to  say  tiiat,  in  point  of  fact,  there  was  no  most 
favored  nation  in  the  United  States,  the  right  en- 
joyed by  the  vessels  of  certain  foreign  nations  to 
be  treated  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States  as 
American  vessels,  in  consideration  ol  American 
vessels  receiving  a  similar  treatment  in  the  ports 
of  those  nations,  not  being  a  favor  but  a  mere  act 
of  reciprocity. 
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Let  roe  also  observe  that  the  pretensipn  of 
France  would,  if  admitted,  leave  no  alterniative 
to  the  United  States  than  either  to  suff'ef  the 
whole  commerce  between  France  and  Louisiana 
to  be  carried  exclusively  in  French  vessels,  or  to 
renounce  the  right  of  making  arrangements!  with 
other  nations  deemed  essential  to  our  prospjerity, 
and  having  for  object  not  to  lay  restrictions  on 
commerce,  but  to  remove  them.  If  the  meaning 
of  the  8th  article  of  the  Louisiana  treaty  was 
such,  indeed,  as  has  been  contended  fur  o|n  the 
part  of  France,  the  United  States,  bound  to  fulfil 
their  engagements,  must  submit  to  the  conse- 
quences, whatever  these  might  be;  but  this  having 
been  proven  not  to  be  the  case,  the  observation  is 
made  only  to  show  that  the  United  States  fiever 
can,  either  for  the  sake  of  obtaining  indemtiities 
for  her  citizens,  or  from  their  anxious  desjre  to 
settle,  by  conciliatory  arrangements,  all  thei^  dif- 
ferences with  France,  be  brought  to  acquiesjce  in 
the  erroneous  construction  put  upon  the  artidle  in 
question.  J 

The  proposal  made  by  his  Excellency  MJr.  de 
Villele,  in  his  letter  of  the  6ih  of  November,  and 
reiterated  in  that  of  the  loth,  can,  therefore,  have 
no  other  efl'eci  than  to  produce  unnecessary  delays, 
and  would,  if  persisted  in,  be  tantamount  lo  an 
indefinite  postponement  of  the  examination  and 
settlement  of  the  claims  of  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States.  It  will  remain  for  His  Majesty's 
Government  to  decide  whether  this  determination 
be  consistent  with  justice,  whether  the  reclama- 
tions of  private  individuals  should  be  thus  ad- 
journed because  the  two  Governments  happen  to 
diflfer  in  opinion  on  a  subject  altogether  foreijn  to 
those  claims.  Having  nothing  to  add  to  miy  re- 
iterated and  unavailing  applications  on  that  sub- 
ject, my  only  object,  at  this  moment,  has  been,  to 
show  that  I  cannot  expect  any  instructions  from 
my  Government  that  will  alter  the  state  of  the 
question. 

I  request  your  Excellency  to  accept  the  as- 
surance, &,c. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

Viscount  DE  Chateaubriand, 

Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  ^c. 


President  to  communicate  to  that  House  such 
part,  as  he  may  not  deem  inexpedient  to  divulge, 
of  any  correspondence  or  negotiation,  which  he 
may  have  instituted  with  any  foreign  Govern- 
ment since  the  28th  of  February,  1823,  in  com- 
pliance with  a  request  contained  in  a  resolution 
of  the  same  House  of  that  date,  relative  to  the 
denunciation  of  the  African  stave  trade  as  piracy, 
has  the  honor  to  submit  to  the  President  copies  of 
the  correspondence  requested. 

JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS. 


AFRICAN  SLAVE  TR.\DE. 


[Communicated    to  the  House,  March  20,  1824.] 
To  the  House  of  Representatives  : 

I  transmit,  herewith,  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State, 
with  the  papers  therein  referred  to,  in  compliance 
with  a  resolution  of  that  House,  of  27th  January 
last. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Washington,  March  19,  1824. 


Department  of  Statb,  . 

Washington,  March  18,  1834. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  has  bee^  re- 
ferred a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, of  the  27lh  of  January  last,  requesting  the 


LIST  OF  PAPERS  SENT. 

1.  Mr.  Canning  to  Mr.  Adams,  29ih  January, 
1823.  ^' 

2.  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. Canning,  31st  March,  1823. 

3.  Mr.  Canning  to  Mr.  Adams,  8ih  April,  1823. 

4.  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Canning,  24lh  June,  1823. 

5.  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Nelson,  (Extract,)  ^ih  of 
April,  1823. 

6.  Same  to  Mr.  Rodney,  do.,  17th  May,  1823. 

7.  Same  to  Mr.  Anderson,  do.,  27lh  May,  1823. 

8.  Same  to  Mr.  Rush,  with  one  enclosure;  con- 
vention slave  trade,  (Extract,)  24ih  June,  1823. 

9.  Same  to  Mr.  Middlelon,  (Copy,)  28th  July, 
1823. 

10.  Same  to  Mr.  Everett,  do.,  8th  August,  1823. 

11.  Same  lo  General  Dearborn,  (Extract,)  14lh 
August,  1S23. 

12.  Mr.  Rush  to  Mr.  Adams,  do.,  9th  October, 
1823. 

13.  Mr.  Sheldon  to  same,  do.,  16th  October,  1823. 

14.  Same  to  same,  with  two  enclosures;  corres- 
pondence with  Viscount  Chateaubriand,  (Ex- 
tracts,) 5th  November,  1823. 

15.  Mr.  Everett  to  Mr.  Adams,  with  two  enclo- 
sures; correspondence  with  Baron  Nagell,  (Ex- 
tracts,) 20lh  November,  1823. 


Mr.  Canning  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Washington, /an.  29,  1823. 

Sir:  To  the  complete  abolition  of  the  African 
slave  trade.  Great  Britain,  as  you  are  well  aware, 
has  long  devoted  her  anxious  and  unremitting  ex- 
ertions ;  she  availed  herself,  during  war,  of  her 
belligerent  rights,  and  extended  dominion  in  the 
colonies,  to  put  down  the  inhuman  traffic  ;  in 
peace,  she  has  spared  no  labor,  and  shrunk  from 
no  sacrifice,  to  supply,  by  a  general  co-operation 
of  the  maritime  Powers,  whatever  has  been  with- 
drawn from  her  peculiar  control  by  the  cessation 
of  hostilities,  and  the  colonial  arrangements  con- 
sequent on  that  event.  It  is  matter  of  deep  regret 
to  His  Majesty's  Government,  that  the  result  of 
their  exertions  is  far  from  corresponding  either  to 
the  cause  which  demands,  or  to  the  zeal  which 
sustains  them.  The  pest,  which  they  have  pledged 
themselves  to  destroy,  ffil  be  in  human  power  to 
destroy  it,  not  only  survives,  to  the  disgrace  and 
affliction  of  the  age,  but  seems  to  acquire  a  fresh 
capacity  for  existence  with  every  endeavor  for  its 
destruction. 

To  whatever  fatality  it  may  be  owing,  that, 
while  the  obligation  of  adopting  and  enforcing 
measures  for  the  extermination  of  the  slave  trade, 
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then  recently  printed  by  order  of  Parliament,  in 
further  evidence  of  the  extent  to  which  the  traffic 
in  hunnan  beings  was  still  carried  on  frona  Africa, 
under  circumstances  of  aggravated  cruelty.     In 


is  solemnly  acknowledged  by  the  civilized  world, 
this  great  object  seems  rather  to  elude  the  grasp 
than  to  approach  its  consummation.  Great  Britain 
perceives,  in  the  postponement  of  her  hopes,  now 
ever 
to  relax 
Ulion 

motives,  to  persevere  in  the  cause  of  abolition, 
and  mindful  by  what  slow  laborious  steps  the 
present  point  has  been  attained,  she  looks  forward, 
through  surrounding  obstacles,  to  that  triumphant 
accomplishment  of  her  purpose,  the  benefit  and 
glory  of  which  will  only  be  rendered  more  signal 
by  the  difficulties  attendant  on  its  progress. 

In  calling  on  Europe  and  America  to  join  with 
them  in  the  discharge  of  this  sacred  duly,  His 
Majesty  and  his  Ministers  have  appealed,  sir,  with 
the  more  confidence,  to  your  Government,  as  the 
United  States  have  long  proclaimed  their  decided 
hostility  to  the  slave  trade,  and  are  surpassed  by 
no  country  in  the  vigor  of  their  legislative  enact- 
ments for  its  repression.     The  identity  of  princi- 
ple existing  on  this  subject  between  the  two  Gov- 
ernments, is   distinctly  recorded  in  the  Treaty  of 
Peace;  and,  in  answer  to  every  proposal  which 
has  since,  by  His  Majesty's  command,  been  ad- 
dressed to  your  Cabinet,  for  redeeming  that  pledge, 
by  a  broad  and  effectual  application  of  the  prin- 
ciple, a  fresh  assurance  has  been  given  of  the  un- 
ceasing interest  with   which   the  United  Slates 
continue  to  promote  the  cause  of  abolition.  When, 
to  this  accord,  in  principle  and  sentiment,  is  added 
the  conviction,  avowed  by  both   parties,  that,  in 
spite  of  laws  and  treaties,  the  accursed  traffic  still 
thrives,  under  the  eyes  of  an  indignant  world,  it 
would  seem  impossible  that  the  two  Powers  should 
be  long  prevented  from  concerting  a  joint  system 
of  measures  against  the  common  object  of  their 
abhorrence  and  just  proscription.     Whatever  cir- 
cumstances, views,  or  impressions,  may  have  hith- 
erto defeated  this  expectation.  His  Majesty's  Min- 
isters are  still  unwilling  to  despair  of  finding  the 
United  States  at  length   prepared  either  to  close 
with  the  system  of  concert  already  offered  to  their 
acceptance,  or  to  suggest  a  plan  of  equal  efficiency 
in   its  place.     The  alternative  embraces  a  duty, 
for  the  performance  of  which  both  countries  are 
resf)onsible  before  God  and  man. 

A  deep  sense  of  this  duty,  and  a  reliance,  by  no 
means  relinquished,  on  the  general  disposition  of  !  vorable  to  the  step  I  had  suggested  ;  and  ^uch  was 


the  American  Cabinet  might  think  proper  to  bring 
forward,  as  a  substitute  for  theirs,  you  will  remem- 
ber how  strongly  I  expressed  my  belief  that  the 
only  effectual  measure  devised,  or  likely  to  be  de- 
vised, was  a  mutual  concession  of  the  right  of 
search.  In  the  exercise  of  that  right,  under  such 
guards,  and  with  such  limitations  as  may  serve  to 
tranquillize  the  most  apprehensive  and  scrupulous 
minds,  it  is  still  conceived  that  the  best  and  only 
cure  for  this  intolerable  mischief  is  to  be  found. 
You  assured  me,  at  a  subsequent  conference,  that 
my  representations  had  been  duly  submitted  to  the 
President.  I  wish  it  were  m  my  power  to  add 
that  the  cause  which  I  pleaded  had  prevailed. 

From  the  printed  documents  which  I  had  the 
honor  of  communicating  to  you,  it  appears  that 
the  French  flag  is  more  particularly  employed  to 
cover  the  illicit  trade  on  the  coast  of  Africa.  It 
would,  perhaps,  be  unfair  to  conclude  that  French 
property  and  French  subjects  are  concerned  to  the 
full  proportion  in  which  the  colors  of  that  nation 
are  used  ;  but  it  is  manifest  that  both  are  engaged 
in  this  commerce  of  blood  to  an  extent  which  re- 
flects discredit,  if  not  on  the  motives  of  the  French 
administration,  at  least  on  the  efficiency  of  its 
measures;  and  makes  it  imperative  on  those  Gov- 
ernments which  are  pledged  to  each  other  for  the 
suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  to  declare  their  re- 
probation of  what  is,  at  best,  a  culpable  remiss- 
ness, and  to  omit  nothing  that  may  rouse  the 
French  Cabinet  to  a  more  active  exercise  of  its 
authority. 

It  was  a  part  of  ray  instructions  to  bring  this 
point  under  your  immediate  consideration,  and  to 
intimate  that  the  remonstrances  of  His  Majesty's 
Ambassador  at  Paris  might  be  attended  with  more 
effect,  if  the  American  Envoy  at  that  Court  were 
directed  to  concur  with  his  Excellency  in  a  joint 
representation  on  the  subject.  It  would  be  idle  at 
present  to  repeat  the  arguments  adduced  in  exe- 
cuting this  instruction.  The  answer  which  you 
returned  in  the  name  of  the  President,  was  unfa- 


the  United  States,  have  prompted  the  several  com 
municationi  on  this  question,  which  have  been 
addressed  to  you  at  successive  periods,  either 
through  me,  or  by  means  of  the  American  Envoy 
in  London.  You  will  readily  call  to  mind,  sir, 
that,  in  the  course  of  last  Summer,  I  apprized  you 
of  the  intention  of  His  Majesty's  Ministers  to 
press  for  an  early  reconsideration  of  the  subject, 
submitting  whether  it  might  not  prove  agreeable 
to  the  American  Cabinet  to  anticipate  that  in- 
tended recurrence  to  it  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain, 
by  some  efficient  proposal,  originating  with  itself. 
I  took  occasion,  in  repeated  conversations,  to  urge 
anew  those  various  arguments  which  support  and 
justify  the  opinion  of  His  Majesty's  Government; 
and  I  also  placed  in  your  bands  the  official  papers, 


the  result  which  it  became  my  duty  to  announce 
to  His  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State.  But  no 
doubt  was  started  with  respect  to  the  grounds  on 
which  ray  application  rested;  and,  of  those  noto- 
rious facts,  to  which  I  referred,  as  calling  for  a 
joint  and  impressive  appeal  to  the  good  faith  and 
good  feelings  of  the  French  Government,  you 
seemed  to  be  equally  convinced  with  myself. 

The  reasons,  indeed,  which  you  alleged  for  de- 
clining, at  that  time,  to  comply  with  a  proposal 
no  less  simple  in  its  nature  than  useful  in  its  ob- 
ject, I  understood  to  be  rather  of  a  temporary 
character;  and,  under  this  impression,  I  cannot 
but  hope  that  the  period  is  now  arrived  when  they 
will  no  longer  be  found  to  stand  in  opposition  to 
the  great  considerations  involved  in  this  question. 
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In  repeating,  therefore,  the  invitation  which  I 
have  already  had  the  honor  to  convey  to  you  on 
the  part  of  His  Majesty's  Government,  it  only  re- 
mains for  me  to  request  an  early  communication 
of  the  intentions  at  present  entertained  on  this 
head  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

I  beg,  sir,  that  you  will  accept  the  assurance  of 
my  distinguished  consideration. 

STRATFORD  CANNING. 

Hon.  John  Q,oincy  Adams, 

Secretary  of  Siate,  ^c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Canning. 

Departme.nt  of  State, 

H'ashiiu/taii,  March  31,  1823. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  29th  of  January  was, 
immediately  after  being  received,  submitted  tol  the 
consideration  of  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
The  delay  which  has  hitherto  procrastinated  a 
reply  to  it,  has  been  occasioned,  not  by  any  abate- 
ment of  the  interest,  on  the  part  of  the  Govjern- 
ment  of  the  United  States,  with  which  it  regards 
every  effort  and  proposal  for  the  full  and  final 
suppression  of  the  African  slave  trade;  nor  by  any 
hesitation  with  regard  to  the  decision  which  had 
already  been  formed  and  declared  respecting  the 
proposal  of  submitting  the  vessels  and  citizens  of 
the  United  States  to  the  search  of  foreign  officers 
upon  the  high  seas;  but  by  an  expectation  that 
measures  contemplated  by  the  national  House  of 
Representatives  might,  before  the  close  of  the  jses- 
sion  of  Congress,  indicate  to  the  Executive  Gov- 
ernment of  this  country,  views  upon  which  it 
would  be  enabled  to  substitute  a  proposal  fori  ac- 
complishing the  total  abolition  of  the  traffic,  niore 
effectual  to  its  purpose,  and  less  liable  to  objec- 
tions on  other  accounts  than  that  to  which ithe 
United  States  cannot  be  reconciled,  of  granijing 
the  right  of  search.  These  measures  were  fea- 
tured in  the  branch  of  the  Legislature  where  they 
originated,  only  at  the  very  termination  of  the 
session  ;  and  the  Senate  had  not  the  opportunity 
of  pronouncing  its  opinion  upon  them.  There  is, 
however,  no  doubt  on  the  mind  of  the  President 
that  they  would  have  obtained  their  sanction; 
and  he  has,  therefore,  no  hesitation  in  acting,  so 
far,  upon  the  expressed  and  almost  unanimous 
sense  of  the  House,  as  to  declare  the  willingness 
of  this  Union  to  join  with  other  nations  in  the 
common  engagement  to  pursue  and  to  punish 
those  who  shall  continue  to  practise  this  crime,  so 
reprobated  by  the  just  and  humane  of  every  coun- 
try, as  enemies  of  the  human  race,  and  to  fix  them, 
irrevocably,  in  the  class,  and  under  the  denomina- 
tion, of  pirates. 

I  have  the  honor  of  enclosing  herewith  a  copy 
of  the  4ih  and  5th  sections  of  a  law  of  the  United 
Slates,  passed  on  the  15th  of  May,  1820,  by  which 
it  will  be  seen,  that  any  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  being  of  the  crew  or  ship's  company  of  any 
forey/n  ship  or  vessel  engaged  in  the  slave  trade, 
or  any  person  whatever,  being  of  the  crew  or  ship's 
company  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  owned  in  whole 
or  part,  or  navigated  for,  or  in  behalf  of,  any  citi- 
zen or  citizens  of  the  United  States,  participatilng 


in  the  slave  trade,  is  declared  to  have  incurred 
the  penalties  of  piracy,  and  made  liable  to  atone 
for  the  crime  with  his  life.  The  legislation  of  a 
single  nation  can  go  no  further,  to  mark  its  abhor- 
rence of  this  traffic,  or  to  deter  the  people  subject 
to  its  laws,  from  contamination,  by  the  practice 
of  others. 

If  the  inference  in  your  letter  of  the  29th  of 
January,  from  the  documents  to  which  it  refers, 
be  correct,  that  the  French  flag  is  more  pariicu> 
larly  employed  to  cover  the  illicit  trade  on  the 
coast  of  Africa;  and  the  conjecture  likewise  sug- 
gested in  it,  that  this  flag  is  used  to  cover  the  pro- 
perty and  the  persons  of  individuals  bound  to  other 
allegiances,  be  well  founded,  this  statute  makes 
every  citizen  of  the  United  States,  concerned  in 
such  traffic,  liable,  if  detected  in  it,  to  suffer  an 
ignominious  death.  The  code  of  Great  Britain 
herself  has,  hitherto,  no  provision  of  equal  severity 
in  the  pursuit  of  her  subjects,  even  under  the  shel- 
ter of  foreign  banners,  and  to  the  covert  of  simu- 
lated papers  and  property. 

I  am  directed  by  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates  to  propose,  on  their  part,  the  adoption,  by 
Great  Britain,  of  the  prim-rijde  of  this  act ;  and  to 
offer  a  mutual  stipulation  to  annex  the  penalties 
of  piracy  to  the  offence  of  participating  in  the 
slave  trade,  by  the  citizens  or  subjects  of  the  re- 
spective parties.  This  proposal  is  made  as  a  substi- 
tute for  that  of  conceding  a  mutual  right  of  search, 
and  of  a  trial  by  mixed  commissions,  which 
would  be  rendered  useless  by  it.  Should  it  meet 
the  approbation  of  your  Government,  it  may  be 
separately  urged  upon  the  adoption  of  France,  and 
upon  the  other  maritime  Powers  of  Europe,  in  the 
manner  most  conducive  to  its  ultimate  success. 

I  have  the  honor  of  tendering  to  you  the  renew- 
ed assurance  of  ray  distinguished  consideration. 
JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 

Right  Hon.  Stratford  Cannikq, 

Envoy  Extraurdinary,  ^c. 


Mr.  Canning  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Washi.ngton,  April  8,  1823. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  official  letter,  da- 
ted the  31st  ultimo,  in  answer  to  that  which  I 
had  the  honor  of  addressing  to  you  on  the  29th  of 
January  ;  and,  together  with  it,  a  transcript  of  the 
4th  and  5th  sections  of  an  act  of  Congress,  ap- 
proved the  15th  of  May,  1820. 

From  this  communication  I  learn  that  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  Stales  is  willing  to  join 
with  other  Powers  in  declaring  slave  trade  piracy 
under  the  law  of  nations,  and  treating  the  perpe- 
trators of  this  crime  as  enemies  of  the  human  race; 
that  the  American  Grovernment  is  further  prepa- 
red 10  enter  into  a  formal  engagement  with  Great 
Britain  to  the  effect  of  carrying  the  principle  just 
specified  into  immediate  operation,  reciprocally, 
as  to  their  respective  subjects  or  citizens;  and, 
finally,  that,  as  soon  as  this  proposal  shall  be  ac- 
cepted by  the  British  Government,  the  United 
Stales  will  be  ready  to  concur  in  pressing  its  adop- 
tion on  the  Court  of  France  and  other  maritime 
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Powers,  in  such  manner  as  may  afford  the  fairest 
prospect  of  success. 

In  whatever  degree  His  Majesty's  Government 
may  be  disposed  to  receive  this  offer  as  an  acknow- 
ledgment that  measures  more  efficient  than  any 
now  generally  in  force,  are  indispensable  for  the 
*■       suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  it  is  not  difficult  to 
foresee,  that  fresh  sentiments  of  regret  will  be  ex- 
cited, by  the  unfavorable  view  which  the  Ameri- 
can Administration  continues  to  take  of  the  prin- 
cipal measure  suggested  on  the  part  of  His  Majes- 
ty.    That  measure,  you  are  well  aware,  sir,  is  a 
mutual  limited  concession  of  the  right  of  search; 
and  though,  as  1  have  frequently  stated.  His  Ma- 
jesty's Government,  in  adopting  it  by  treaty  with 
several  of  the  maritime  Powers,  and  in   recom- 
mending it  with  earnestness  to  the  acceptance  of 
others,   particularly   of  the  United   States,    have 
never  opposed  the  consideration  of  any  other  plan 
brought  forward  as  equally  effective;  yet,  having 
from   the   first  regarded   it  in   conscience  as   the 
only  true  and  practical  cure  for  the  evil  in  ques- 
tion,  they   are  naturally    anxious,    from   a   deep 
sense  of  duty,  to  place  it  in  its  proper  light,  and 
to  guard  it,  as  far  as  possible,  from  prejudice  or 
misconception.    I  therefore  deem  it  of  importance, 
on  this  occasion,  to  bring  into  one  point  of  view 
the  several  limitations  under  which,  it  is  conceiv- 
ed the  right  of  search  might  be  so  exercised  as  to 
clear  it  of  every  imaginable  difficulty.     To  give 
the  intended  limitations  their  just  value,  it  is  re- 
quisite to  bear  in  mind   the  particular  objections 
which  have  been  urged  against   the  interchange 
of  a  right  of  search;  and   for  those,  in  their  full 
extent,  I  can  hardly  be  wrong  in  referring  to  your 
previous  correspondence,  since  the  last  communi- 
cation which  1  have  received   from  you  on  this 
subject,  though  it  describes  the  impressions  of  the 
American  Government  as  remaining  unaltered, 
does  not  exhibit  any  argument  in  support  of  their 
opinion. 

In  answer  to  that  class  of  objections  which  re- 
late to  the  mixed  commissions  established  by 
treaty,  between  His  Majesty  and  the  Courts  of 
Lisbon,  Brussels,  and  Madrid,  it  may  suffice  to 
remind  you  of  the  intimation  conveyed  through 
Mr.  Rush,  in  the  early  part  of  last  year,  which  I 
had  subsequently  the  honor  of  confirming  at  the 
Department  of  State.  It  might  be  expected,  that 
any  arrangement  for  the  adjudication  of  vessels 
engaged  in  the  slave  trade,  independent  of  those 
tribunals,  would  either  leave  the  detained  vessels 
to  be  disposed  of  in  the  ordinary  way,  by  the 
sentence  of  a  Court  of  Admiralty  in  the  country 
of  the  captor,  or  place  them  under  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  a  similar  court  in  the  country  to  which 
they  belonged.  On  the  former  supposition,  it  is 
not  to  be  anticipated,  that  the  United  States 
could  hesitate  to  admit  the  jurisdiction  of  a  for- 
eign Court  of  Admiralty,  when  sanctioned  by 
mutual  agreement,  over  the  persons  and  properly 
of  citizens,  abandoned  to  a  pursuit,  so  flagrantly 
iniquitous,  as  to  be  classed  by  the  Legislature  of 
their  country  with  crimes  of  the  most  heinous 
description;  and  which  the  American  Govern- 
ment has  declared  Us  willingness  to  treat  as  piracy, 


under  the  law  of  nations.  Great  Britain,  for  her 
part,  desires  no  other  than  that  any  of  her  subjects 
who  so  far  defy  the  laws,  and  dishonor  the  char- 
acter of  their  country,  as  to  engage  in  a  trade  of 
blood,  proscribed  not  more  by  the  acts  of  the  Le- 
gislature, than  by  the  national  feeling,  should  be 
detected  and  brought  to  justice,  even  by  foreign 
hands,  and  from  under  the  protection  of  her  flag. 
In  either  of  the  supposed  cases,  it  is  clear  that  all 
impediments  connected  with  the  forms  of  pro- 
ceeding, and  peculiar  construction  of  the  mixed 
commissions,  would  be  completely  avoided  ;  and, 
with  respect  to  any  embarrassment  attending  the 
disposal  of  condemned  vessels  and  liberated  slaves, 
it  has  already  been  suggested  by  a  committee 
of  the  House  of  Represt-ntativcs,  that  the  provi- 
sions of  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  the  3d  of 
March,  1819,  might  be  applied  to  them  without 
difficulty  or  inconvenience. 

The  question  being  thus  relieved  from  all  con- 
nexion with  the  mixed  commissions,  every  Con- 
stitutional objection,  arising  out  of  their  alleged 
incompatibility  with  the  institutions  of  the  United 
States,  IS  at  once  removed  from  consideration. 
The  remaining  obstacles  may  be  reduced  under 
the  following  heads:  the  unpopularity  of  the 
right  of  search  in  this  country  ;  its  tendency, 
if  mutually  employed,  to  produce  an  unfriendly 
collision  between  the  two  nations;  and  a  certain 
supposed  inequality,  which  would  attend  its  ex- 
ercise. 

With  respect  to  any  doubt  of  its  utility,  created 
by  a  persuasion  that  very  few  vessels,  under  Amer- 
ican colors,  have  been  discovered,  lor  some  lime 
past,  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  it  requires  but  little 
i  reflection  to  prove,  that  no  conclusive  inference 
can  be  drawn  from  that  circumstance.  Not  to 
dwell  upon  the  extent  and  nature  of  the  slave 
coast,  peculiarly  favorable  to  the  concealment  of 
trading  vessels,  it  must  be  remembered  that  the 
United  States  have  maintained,  at  no  time,  a 
greater  numbtr  of  cruisers  ihan  two,  rarely  more 
than  one,  and  latterly,  during  several  months  to- 
gether, no  ship-of-war,  whatever,  on  the  Africaa 
station.  As  late  as  the  Mih  of  January,  1822,  it 
was  stated,  officially,  by  the  Governor  of  Sierra 
Leone,  "that  the  tine  rivers  Nunez  and  Pongap, 
were  entirely  under  the  control  of  renegado  Eu- 
ropean and  American  slave  traders." 

But,  if  it  were  even  manifest,  that  the  active 
and  judicious  exertions  of  your  naval  officers,  in 
that  quarter,  had  really  effected  a  total  disuse  of 
the  American  Hag  in  slave  trading,  the  right  of 
search  would  still  be  most  highly  desirable,  ia 
order  to  secure  and  extend  to  important  an  ad- 
vantage. As  an  example,  indeed,  to  other  Pow- 
ers, particularly  to  France,  whose  subjects,  en- 
couraged by  the  loose  and  equivocal  measures  of 
their  Government,  are  convicted,  by  a  mass  of 
evidence  too  strong  to  be  resisted,  of  being  con- 
cerned, to  a  deplorable  degree,  in  this  atrocious 
commerce,  the  concurrence  of  the  United  Stales 
in  a  system,  of  which  the  very  first  result  is  to 
augment  conNiderably  the  means  of  bringing  of- 
fenders to  justice,  can  hardly  be  rated  at  too  high 
a  value.      The  example  which  they  are  called 


upon  to  give,  is  not  merely  due  to  the  claims  bf 
humanity;  Great  Britain  and  the  United  Stajes 
are  not  only  pledged  to  put  down  the  slave  trajde 
within  the  limits  of  their  immediate  jurisdiction  ; 
they  are  also  bound,  by  solemn  obligations,  to  ei^- 
ploy  their  utmost  endeavors  for  its  complt-te  ai^d 
universal  extermination.  They  have  both  siic- 
ceeded  in  their  great  and  benevolent  object,^o 
far  as  the  rigor  of  legislative  enactments  is  caja- 
ble  of  counteracting  the  temptation  of  enormohs 
profit,  which  stimulates  the  unprincipled  avarice 
of  the  slave  merchant.  It  is  facility  of  escajp- 
ing  detection,  and  not  any  want  of  severity  on 
the  punishment  attached  to  a  violation  of  th*ir 
laws,  which,  as  far  as  they  are  concerned,  requires 
a  more  decisive  remedy  ;  and,  a  remedy  adequate 
to  the  evil,  can  only  be  found  in  such  measuiles 
as  will  strip  the  illicit  trader  of  every  disguise,  aid 
throw  the  chances  entirely  on  the  side  of  failuVe 
in  his  inhuman  speculations.  In  the  case  of  search, 
at  sea,  the  means  unavoidably  employed  in  t% 
commission  of  this  crime  are  fortunately,  it  maV 
be  said  providentially,  of  such  a  nature,  as  ii 
general  to  furnish  a  plain  substantial  body  dl' 
proof,  for  the  conviction  of  the  criminal.  ] 

For  the  satisfaction  of  those  who  seriously  a]^- 
prehend  that  the  friendly  relations  subsisting  bt- 
tween  the  two  countries  would  be  endangered  by 
the  admission  of  a  practice  which,  in  their  opinion, 
must  necessarily  produce  a  vexatious  exercise  of 
authority  on  the  part  of  the  searching  officer,  and 
frequent   complaints   on    that    of  the   merchant, 
whose  vessel  is  subjected  to  search,  with  the  sup- 
posed aggravation  of  an  unequal  pressure  on  one 
of  the  contracting  parties.  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment would,  doubtless,  agree  to  confine  the  right 
of  visit  to  a  fixed  number  of  cruisers  on  each  side; 
restricted,  in  the  performance  of  this  duty,  to  cer- 
tain specified  parts  of  the  ocean,  and  acting  under 
regulations,  prepared,  by  mutual  consent,  for   the 
purpose  of  preventing  abuses.     To  these  import- 
ant  limitaiions,  if  not   deemed  sufficient,  others 
might  easily  be  added  ;  the  arrangement,  for  ex- 
ample, might  be  temporary  ;  adopted,  in  the  first 
instance,  for  a  short  period,  and  only  to  be  con- 
tinued in  the  event  of  its  being  found  on  trial,  to 
operate  in  a  satisfactory  manner.     With  this  uu- 
dersunding,  a  speedy  termination  would,  at  least, 
be  insured,  to  any  objectionable  result  attending 
lis  operation  ;  and,  for  the  sake  of  interests  as  dear 
to  humanity,  an  experiment,  of  which  the  advan- 
tage, as  to  its  main  object,  is  certain  and  com- 
plete, the  inconvenience,  contingent  and  momen- 
tary, might  surely  be  reconciled  with  a  due  re- 
gard to  considerations  exclusively  national. 

Supposing  that  inconvenience  should  be  found, 
in  practice,  to  press  unequally  on  either  of  the  two 
parties,  Great  Britain,  and  not  the  United  States, 
iS  most  likely  to  have  cause  of  complaint,  inas- 
much as  the  greater  extent  of  her  trade,  especially 
on  the  coast  of  Africa,  must  naturally  expose  her, 
in  a  greater  degree,  to  any  injurious  consequences 
of  the  agreement.  Great  Britain,  however,  is  less 
disposed  to  shrink  from  any  sacrifice,  by  which 
^he  can  materiallv  advance  the  sacred  cause  of 
abolition,  than  to  lament,  and,  if  possible,  to  dis- 
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pel  those  mistaken  notions,  and   unfounded  jeal- 
I  ousies,  which   deprive  her  exertions  of  their  full 
I  effect,  and  serve,  but  too  successfully,  to  protract 
I  the  existence  of  a  mischief,  which  all  unite  in  de- 
I  ploring.     In  point  of  principle,  the  honorof  neither 
Hag  would  be  tarnished,  by  having  its  protection 
withdrawn  for  a  season  from  those  who  perpetrate 
the  atrocities  of  the  slave  irade;  and  permit  me, 
sir,  to  add,  that  what  Great  Britain  is  ready  to  al- 
low, in  a  matter  so  vital  to  her  pride  and  to  her 
power,  may  surely   be  allowed,  reciprocally,  by 
any  other  nation,  however  scrupulous  m  the  main- 
tenance of  its  maritime  independence. 

That  an  agreement  between  our  respective  cab- 
inets, founded  on  a  mutual  right  of  search,  thus 
guarded  and  explained,  would  fail  to  obtain  the 
consent  of  the  American  Senate,  or  that  a  nation 
so  inquiring  and  enlightened  as  the  United  States, 
would  confound  the  proposed  measures  with  that 
practice,  which  afforded  matter  of  painful  conten- 
tion during  the  last  wars  in  Europe,  is  what  I  am 
extremely  unwilling  to  anticipate.  The  two  ob- 
jects are,  in  fact,  so  totally  distinct  from  each  other, 
in  principle,  purpose,  and  mode  of  execution,  that 
the  proposal  of  the  British  Government  need  only 
be  presented  to  the  examination,  I  will  not  say  of 
a  select  and  experienced  assembly,  but  of' the 
people  at  large,  in  order  lo  be  seen  in  its  true  bear- 
ings. 

So  far  is  the  British  proposal  from  tending  to 
commit  the  American  Government  on  the  long 
disputed  question  of  the  belligerent  right  of  search, 
ihat,  if  it  may  be  supposed  to  touch  that  question 
at  all,  It  appears  rather  to  operate  in  the  sense  of 
the  United  States,  than  unfavorably  for  their  view 
of  the  subject. 

The  officers  intrusted  on  either  side  with  the 
duty  of  examining  suspected  vessels,  would  neces- 
sarily act  under  instructions  calculated  to  insure 
a  perfect  harmony  between  the  principle  and  the 
application  of  this  conceded  right;  nor  is  it  to  be 
feared  that  they  would  presume,  in  any  case,  to 
extend  the  visit  thus  authorized  al  sea,  beyond  the 
particular  and  specified  object  to  which  it  is  meant 
to  be  confined. 

I  have  the  honor  to  request,  sir,  that  you  will 
again  accept  the  assurance  of  my  highest  consid- 
eration. 

STRATFORD  CANNING. 
Hon.  J.  Q,.  Adams,  Sec'f/  State,  ^c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Canning. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  June  24,  1823. 
Sir  :  In  the  letter  which  I  had  the  honor  of  ad- 
dressing you,  on  the  3lst  of  March  last,  a  propo- 
sal was  made,  to  be  submitted  to  the  consideration 
of  your  Grovernment,  that  the  principle  assumed 
in  an  act  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
of  15th  May,  1820,  of  considering  and  punishing 
the  African  slave  trade  as  piracy,  should  be  adopt- 
ed as  the  basis  of  a  stipulation  by  treaty  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  ;  and  to  be 
urged  separately  upon  the  adoption  of  France, 
and  upon  the  other  maritime  nations  of  Europe, 
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in  the  manner  most  conducive  to  its  ultimate  suc- 
cess. It  was  observed  that  this  offer  was  presented 
as  a  substitute  for  that  of  conceding  a  mutual 
right  of  search,  and  a  trial  by  mixed  commis- 
sions, to  which  the  United  States  could  not  be 
reconciled,  and  which  would  be  rendered  useless 

by  it. 

Your  letter  of  the  Sih  of  April,  to  which  I  have 
now  the  honor  to  reply,  intimates  that  His  Majes- 
ty's Government  will  be  disposed  to  receive  this 
offer  only  as  an  acknowledgment  that  measures 
more  efficient  than  any  now  generally  in  force, 
are  indispensable  fof  the  suppression  of  the  slave 
trade ;   and  that,  although  they  have  never  op- 
posed the  consideration  of  any  other  plan,  brought 
forward  as  equally  effective,  yet,  having  from  the 
first  regarded  a  mutual  limited  concession  of  the 
right  ot  search,  as  the  only  true  and  practical  cure 
for  the  evil,  their  prevailing  sentiment  will  be  of 
regret  at  the  unfavorable  view  still  taken  of  it  by 
the  Government  of  the  United  States.     Your  let- 
ter, therefore,  urges  a  reconsideration  of  the  pro- 
posal for  this  mutual  right  of  search,  and,  by  pre- 
senting important  modifications  of  the   proposal 
heretofore  made,  removes  some  of  the  objections 
which  had  been  taken  to  it  as  insuperable,  while  it 
offers  argumentative  answers  to  the  others  which 
had  been  disclosed   in  my  previous  communica- 
tions on  this  subject  to  you. 

In  the   treaties  of  Great   Britain   with    Spain, 
Portugal,  and  the  Netherlands,  for  the  suppression 
of  the  slave  trade,  heretofore  communicated,  with 
the  invitation   to  the  United  States  to  enter  into 
similar   engagements,   three   principles    were    in- 
volved, to  neither  of  which  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  felt  itself  at   liberty  to  accede. 
The  first  was  the  mutual  concession  of  the  right 
of  search  and  capture,   in   time  of   peace,  over 
merchant  vessels,  on  the  coast  of  Africa.     The 
second  was,  the  exercise  of  that  right  even  over 
vessels  under  oratoy  of  the  public  officers  of  their 
own  nation;  and  the  third  was,  the  trial  of  the 
captured   vessels   by  mixed  commissions  in  colo- 
nial settlements,  under  no  subordination  to  the  or- 
dinary judicial  tribunals  of  the  country  to  winch 
the  party  brought  before  them  for  trial  should  be- 
long.    In  the  course  of  the  correspondence  re- 
lating to  these  proposal',  it  i»as  been  suggested 
that  a  substitute  for  the  trial  by  mixed  commis- 
sions might  be  agreed  to  ;  and,  in  your  letter  of 
the  8th  of  April,  an  expectation  is  authorized,  that 
an   arrangement  for  the  adjudication  of  the  ves- 
sels detained,  might  leave  them  to  be  disposed  of 
in  the  ordinary  way,  by  the  sentence  of  a  Court 
of  Admiralty   in   the  country   of  llie  captor,  or 
place  them   under  the  jurisdiction  of  a  similar 
court  in  the  country  to  which  they  belonged  ;  to 
the  former  alternative,  of  which  you  anticipate 
the  unhesitating  admission  of  the  United  States, 
in  consideration  of  the  aggravated  nature  of  the 
crime,  as   acknowledged    by    their    laws,   which 
would  be  thus  submitted  to  a  fortljn  jurisdiction. 
But  it  was  precisely  because  the  jurisdiction  was 
fureiffji  that  the  objection  was  taken  to  the  trial 
by  mixed  commissions  ;  and  if  it  transcended  the 
Constituiiq^al  authority  of  the  Government  of 


the  United  States  to  subject  the  persons,  property, 
and  reputation  of  their  citizens,  to  the  decision.s 
of  a  court  partly  composed  of  their  own  country- 
men, it  might  seem  needless  to  remark,  that  the 
Constitutional  objection  could  not  diminish  in 
proportion  as  its  cause  should  increase,  or  that  the 
Power  incompetent  to  make  American  citizens 
amenable  to  a  court  consisting  one-half  of  foreign- 
ers, should  be  adequate  to  place  their  liberty,  their 
fortune,  and  their  fame,  at  the  disposal  of  tribu- 
nals entirely  foreign.  I  would  further  remark, 
that  the  sentence  of  a  Court  of  Admiralty  m  the 
country  of  the  captor,  is  not  the  ordiwiry  way  by 
which  the  merchant  vessels  of  one  nation,  taken 
on  the  high  seas  by  the  officers  of  another,  are 
tried  in  time  of  peace.  There  is,  in  the  ordinary 
way,  no  right  whatever  existing,  to  take,  to  search, 
or  even  to  board  them  ;  and  I  take  this  occasion 
to  express  the  great  satisfaction  with  which  we 
have  seen  tliis  principle  solemnly  recognised  by 
the  recent  decision  ot  a  British  Court  of  Admi- 
ralty. \or  is  the  aggravation  of  the  crime  for 
the  trial  of  which  a  tribunal  may  be  instituted,  a 
cogent  motive  for  assenting  to  the  principle  of 
subjecting  American  citizens,  their  rights  and  in- 
terests, to  the  decision  of  foreign  courts;  for,    ' 


al- 
though Great  Britain,  as  you  remark,  may  be 
willing  to  abandon  those  of  her  subjects  who 
defy  the  laws  and  tarnish  the  ctiaracter  of  their 
country,  by  participating  m  this  trade,  to  the  dis- 
pensation of  justice  even  by  foreign  hands,  the 
United  Slates  are  bound  to  remember  that  the 
power  which  enables  a  court  to  try  the  guilty,  au- 
thorueN  them  also  to  pronounce  upon  the  fate  of 
the  innocent ;  and  that  the  very  question  of  gnUt 
or  innocence  is  that  which  the  protecting  care  of 
their  Constitution  has  reserved  for  the  citizens  of 
this  Union,  to  the  exclusive  decision  of  their  own 
countrymen.  This  principle  has  not  been  departed 
from  by  the  statute  which  has  branded  the  slave 
trader  with  the  name,  and  doomed  him  to  (he 
punishment  of  a  pirate.  The  distinction  between 
piracy  by  the  law  of  nations,  and  piracy  by  stat- 
ute, IS  well  known  and  understood  in  Great  Brit- 
ain ;  and  while  the  former  subjects  the  transgres- 
sor guilty  of  it  to  the  jurisdiction  of  any  and  every 
country  into  which  he  may  be  brought,  or  where- 
in he  may  be  taken,  the  latter  forms  a  part  of  the 
municipal  criminal  code  of  the  country  where 
it  is  enacted,  and  can  be  tried  only  by  its  own 
courts. 

There  remains  the  suggestion  that  the  slave 
trader,  captured  under  the  mutual  concession  of 
the  power  to  mike  the  capture,  might  be  delivered 
over  to  the  jurisdiction  of  his  own  country.  This 
arrangement  would  not  be  liable  to  the  Constitu- 
tional objection  which  must  ever  apply  to  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  mixed  commission,  or  of  the 
admiralty  courts  of  the  captor.  .\nd  it  your  note 
is  to  be  understood  as  presenting  it  in  the  charac- 
ter of  an  alternative,  to  which  your  Government 
is  disposed  to  accede,  I  am  authorized  to  say  that 
the  President  considers  it  as  sufficient  to  remove 
the  insuperable  obstacle  which  had  precluded  the 
assent  of  the  United  Slates  to  the  former  propo- 
sals of  your  Grovernment,  resulting  from  the  char- 
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acter  and  composition  of  the  tribunals  to  whom 
the  question  of  guilt  or  innocence  was  to  be  com- 
mitted. 

The  objections  to  the  right  of  search,  as  inci- 
dent to  the  right  of  detention  and  capture,  are  also 
in  a  very  considerable  degree  removed  by  the  in- 
troduction of  the  principle  that  neither  of  them 
should  be  exercised,  but  under  the  responsibility 
of  the  captor  to  the  tribunals  of  the  captured  party, 
in  damages  and  costs.  This  guard  against  the 
abuses  of  a  power  so  liable  to  abuse  would  be 
indispensable ;  but  if  the  provisions  necessary  for 
securing  effectually  its  practical  operation  would 
reduce  the  right  itself  to  a  power  merely  nominal, 
th|e  stipulation  of  it  in  a  treaty  would  serve  rather 
to  mark  the  sacrifice  of  a  great  and  precious  prin- 
cipk,  than  to  attain  the  end  for  which  it  would  be 
given  up.  • 

In  the  objections  heretofore  disclosed  to  the  con- 
cession desired,  of  the  mutual  and  qualified  right 
of  search,  the  principal  stress  was  laid  upon  the 
repugnance  which  such  a  concession  would  meet 
in  the  public  feeling  of  this  country,  and  of  those 
to  whom  its  interests  are  intrusted' in  the  depart- 
ment of  this  Government,  the  sanction  of  which 
is  required  for  the  ratification  of  treaties.  The 
irritating  tendency  of  the  practice  of  search,  and 
the  inequalities  of  its  present  operation,  were 
slightly  noticed,  and  have  been  contested  in  argu- 
ment, or  met  by  propositions  of  possible  pallia- 
tives, or  remedies  for  anticipated  abuses,  in  your 
letter.  But  the  source  and  foundation  of  all  these 
objections  was  in  our  former  correspondence 
scarcely  mentioned,  and  never  discussed.  They 
consist  in  the  nature  of  the  right  of  search  at  sea, 
which,  as  recognised  or  tolerated  by  the  usage  of  na- 
tions, is  a  right  exclusively  of  war,  never  exercised 
but  by  an  outrage  upon  the  rights  of  peace.  It  is 
an  act  analogous  to  that  of  searching  the  dwelling- 
houses  of  individuals  on  the  land.  The  vessel  of 
the  navigator  is  his  dwelling-house,  and  like  that, 
in  the  sentimentof  every  people  that  cherishes  the 
blessings  of  personal  liberty  and  security,  ought 
to  be  a  sanctuary  inviolable  to  the  hand  of  power, 
unless  upon  the  most  unequivocal  public  neces- 
sity, and  under  the  most  rigorous  personal  respon- 
sibility pf  the  intruder.  Search  at  sea,  as  recog- 
nised by  all  maritime  nations,  is  confined  to  the 
single  object  of  finding  and  taking  contraband  of 
war.  By  the  law  of  nature,  when  two  nations 
conflict  together  in  war,  a  third  (remaining  neu- 
tral) retains  all  its  rights  of  peace  and  friendly 
intercourse  with  both.  Each  belligerent,  indeed, 
acquires  by  war  the  right  of  preventing  a  third 
party  from  administering  to  his  enemy  the  direct 
and  immediate  materials  of  war  ;  and,  as  inci- 
dental to  this  right,  that  of  searching  the  Jier- 
chant  vessels  of  the  neutral  on  the  high  seas  tolfind 
them.  Even  thus  limited,  it  is  an  act  of  j)o|wer 
which  nothing  but  necessity  can  justify,  inasrriuch 
as  it  cannot  be  exercised,  but  by  carrying  the^vils 
of  war  into  the  abodes  of  peace,  and  by  visiting 
the  innocent  with  some  of  the  penalties  of  gtiih. 
Among   the   modern   maritime   nations  an   t^age 

has  crept  in,  not  founded  upon  the  law  of  nature 

never  universally  admitted — often  successfully  re- 


sisted— and  against  which  all  have  occasionaliy 
borne  testimony,  by  renouncing  it  in  treaties — of 
extending  this  practice  of  search  and  seizure  to  all 
the  property  of  the  enemy  in  the  vessel  of  the 
friend.  The  practice  was,  in  its  origin,  evidently 
an  abusive  and  wrongful  extension  of  the  search 
for  contraband,  effected  by  the  belligerent,  because 
he  was  armed;  submitted  to  by  the  neutral,  be- 
cause he  was  defenceless ;  and  acquiesced  in  by 
his  Sovereign,  for  the  sake  of  preserving  a  rem- 
nant of  peace,  rather  than  become  himself  a  party 
to  the  war.  Having  thus  occasionally- been  prac- 
tised by  all  as  belligerents,  and  submitted  to  by 
all  as  neutrals,  it  has  acquired  the  force  of  an 
usage,  which,  at  the  occurrence  of  every  war,  the 
belljgerent  may  enforce  or  relinquish,  and  which 
the  neutral  may  suffer  or  resist  at  their  respectire 
options. 

This  search  for,  and  seizure  of,  the  property  of 
an  enemy  in  the  vessel  of  a  friend,  is  a  relict  of 
the  barbarous  warfare  of  barbarous  ages;  the 
cruel,  and,  for  the  most  part,  now  exploded  sys- 
tem of  private  war.  As  it  concerns  the  enemy 
himself,  it  is  inconsistent  with  that  mitigated 
usage  of  modern  wars,  which  respects  the  private 
property  of  individuals  on  the  land.  As  relates 
to  the  neutral,  it  is  a  violation  of  his  natural  right 
to  pursue,  unmolested,  his  peaceful  commercial 
intercourse  with  his  friend.  Invidious  as  is  its 
character,  in  both  these  aspects,  it  has  other  essen- 
tial characteristics,  equally  obnoxious.  It  is  an 
uncontrolled  exercise  of  authority,  by  a  man  in 
arms,  over  a  man  without  defence;  by  an  officer 
of  one  nation  over  the  citizen  of  another  ;  by  a 
man  intent  upon  the  annoyance  of  his  enemy,  re- 
sponsible, for  the  act  of  search,  to  no  tribunal,  and 
always  prompted  to  balance  the  disappointment 
of  a  fruitless  search,  by  the  abusive  exercise  of 
his  power,  and  to  punish  the  neutral  for  the  very 
clearness  of  his  neutralitv.  It  has,  in  short,  all 
the  features  of  unbridled  power,  stimulated  by 
hostile  and  unsocial  passions. 

I  forbear  to  enlarge  upon  the  further  extension 
of  this  practice,  by  referring  to  injuries  which  the 
United  States  experienced,  when  neutral,  in  a 
case  of  vital  importance;  because,  in  digesting  a 
plan  for  the  attainment  of  an  object,  which  both 
nations  have  equally  at  heart,  it  is  desirable  to 
avoid  every  topic  which  may  excite  painful  sen- 
sations on  either  side.  I  have  adverted  to  the  in- 
terest in  question,  from  necessity,  it  being  one 
which  could  not  be  lost  sight  of'^  in  the  present 
discussion. 

Such  being  the  view  taken  of  the  right  of 
search,  as  recognised  by  the  law  of  nations,  and 
exercised  by  belligerent  Powers,  it  is  due  to  can- 
dor to  state,  that  my  Government  has  an  insu- 
perable objection  to  its  extension  by  treaty,  in  any 
manner  whatever,  lest  it  might  lead  to  conse- 
quences still  more  injurious  to  the  United  States, 
and  especially  in  the  circumstance  alluded  to. 
That  the  proposed  extension  will  operate,  in  time 
of  peace,  and  derive  its  sanction  from  compact, 
presents  no  inducements  to  its  adoption.  On  the 
contrary,  they  form  strong  objections  to  it.  E  very- 
extension  of  the  right  of  search,  on  the  principles 
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of  that  right,  is  disapproved.  If  the  freedom  of 
the  sea  is  abridged  by  compact  for  any  new  pur- 
pose, the  example  may  lead  to  other  changes. 
And  if  its  operation  is  extended  to  a  time  of  peace, 
as  well  as  of  war,  a  new  system  will  be  com- 
menced for  the  dominion  of  the  sea,  which  may, 
eventually,  especially  bv  the  abuses  into  which 
it  may  lead,  confound  all  distinction  of  time  and 
circumstances,  of  peace  and  of  war,  and  of  rights 
applicable  to  each  State. 

The  United  States  have,  on  great  consideration, 
thought  it  most  advisable  to  consider  this  trade  as 
piracy,  and  to  treat  it  as  such.  They  have  thought 
that  the  trade  itself  might,  with  great  propriety, 
be  placed  in  that  class  of  offences ;  and  that,  by 
placing  it  there,  we  should  more  effectually  ac- 
complish the  great  object  of  suppressing  the  trade, 
than  by  any  other  measure  which  we  could 
adopt. 

To  this  measure,  none  of  the  objections  which 
have  been  urged  against  the  extension  of  the 
right  of  search,  appear  to  be  applicable.  Piracy 
being  an  offence  against  the  human  race,  has  its 
well  known  incidents  of  capture  and  punishment 
by  death,  by  the  people  and  tribunals  of  every 
country.  By  making  this  trade  piratical,  it  is  the 
nature  of  the  crime  which  draws  after  it  the  ne- 
cessary consequences  of  capture  and  punishment. 
The  United  States  have  done  this  by  an  act  of 
Congress,  in  relation  to  themselves.  They  have, 
also,  evinced  their  willingness,  and  expressed  their 
desire,  that  the  change  should  become  general,  by 
the  consent  of  every  other  Power,  whereby  it 
would  be  made  the  law  of  nations.  Till  then, 
they  are  bound,  by  the  injunctions  of  their  Con- 
stitution, to  execute  it,  so  far  as  ii  respects  the 
punishment  of  their  own  citizens,  by  their  own 
tribunals.  They  consider  themselves,  however, 
at  liberty,  until  that  consent  is  obtained,  to  co-op- 
erate, to  a  certain  extent,  with  other  Powers,  to 
insure  a  more  complete  effect  to  their  respective 
acts;  they  placing  themselves,  severally,  on  the 
same  ground,  by  legislative  provisions.  It  is  in 
this  spirit,  and  for  this  purpose,  that  I  have  made 
to  you  the  proposition  under  consideration. 

By  making  the  slave  trade  piratical,  and  at- 
taching to  it  the  punishment,  as  well  as  the  odium, 
incident  to  that  crime,  it  is  believed  that  much 
has  been  done  by  the  United  States  to  suppress  it 
in  their  vessels  and  by  their  citizens.  If  your 
Government  would  unite  in  this  policy,  it  is  not 
doubled  that  the  happiest  consequences  would  re- 
sult from  it.  The  example  of  Great  Britain,  in  a 
manner  so  decisive,  could  not  fail  to  attract  the 
attention  and  command  the  respect  of  all  her  Eu- 
ropean neighbors.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  United 
States  that  no  measure,  short  of  that  proposed, 
will  accomplish  the  object  so  much  desired  ;  and 
it  is  the  earnest  desire  of  my  Government,  that 
the  Government  of  His  Britannic  Majesty  may 
co-operate  in  carrying  it  into  effect. 

I  pray  you,  sir,  to  accept  the  renewed  assu- 
rances of  my  distinguished  consideration. 

JOHN  a.  ADAMS. 

Right  Hon.  Stratford  Ca.n.mng, 

_^_;  ^  EiiCQy  Extraordiuary^  ^c. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Adarm  to  Mr.  NeUsoriy 

dated 
Department  of  State, 

Washington,  April  2S,  1823. 
"  A  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  requests  the  Presi- 
dent to  enter  upon,  and  to  prosecute,  from  time  to 
time,  such  negotiations  with  the  several  maritime 
Powers  of  Europe  and  America,  as  he  may  deem 
expedient,  for  the  effectual  abolition  of  the  Afri- 
can slave  trade,  and  its  ultimate  denunciation  as 
piracy,  under  the  law  of  nations,  by  the  consent 
of  the  civilized  world.  You  will  take  an  early 
opportunity  to  make  known  this  disposition  to  the 
Spanish  Government;  communicating  to  them 
copies  of  the  fourth  and  fifth  sections  of  the  act 
of  3d  March,  1819,  which  declares  this  traffic  pi- 
ratical when  pursued  by  citizens  of  the  United 
Stales  ;  and  you  will  express  the  willingness  of 
the  American  Government  to  enter  into  negotia- 
tions for  the  purpose  of  declaring  it  so,  by  the 
common  consent  of  nations." 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Rodruy^ 

dated 
Department  of  State, 

Washiiufton,  May  17,  1823. 

"  A  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
at  the  late  session  of  Congress,  requests  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  Stales  to  enter  upon,  and 
prosecute,  from  time  to  time,  such  negotiations, 
with  the  several  maritime  Powers  of  Europe  and 
America,  as  he  may  deem  expedient  for  the  effec- 
tual abolition  of  the  African  slave  trade,  and  its 
ultimate  denunciation,  as  piracy,  under  the  law 
of  nations,  by  the  consent  of  the  civilized  world. 

"  In  pursuance  of  the  object,  proposed  by  this 
resolution,  you  will  communicate  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  Bueno^  Ayres,  copies  of  the  several  acts 
of  Congress,  for  the  suppression  of  ihe  slave  trade, 
of  the  20ih  of  April,  1818  ;  (U.  S.  Laws,  vol.  6, 
page  325;)  3d  March,  1819,  (page  435,)  and  of 
15th  May,  1820,  (page  529;)  pointing  their  at- 
tention, particularly,  to  the  fourth  and  fifth  sec- 
tions of  the  list,  which  subject  to  the  penalties  of 
piracy  every  citizen  of  the  United  States,  guilty 
of  active  participation  in  the  African  ^lave  trade. 
The  adoption  of  this  principle,  in  the  legislative 
code  of  all  the  maritime  nations,  would,  of  itself, 
probably,  suffice  for  the  suppression  of  the  trade. 
But,  as  it  would  yet  not  authorize  the  armed  ves- 
sels of  any  one  nation  to  capture  those  of  another, 
engaged  in  the  trade,  a  stipulation  to  that  effect 
might  be  agreed  to,  by  treaty,  conditioned  that  the 
captor  shall  deliver  over  the  captured  party  to  the 
tribunals  of  his  own  country  for  trial  ;  to  which 
should  be  added,  some  guard  of  responsibility  u|K)n 
the  capturing  officer,  to  prevent  the  abusive  exer- 
cise of  his  power." 


Extract  from  tlu.  General  Instrtuiions  to  Richard  C. 
Anderson,  appoiufcd  MinUttr  PUinyjitiUiury  to  the 
RtyiLlic  of  Colombia,  datfd 

Depaht.mknt  ok  State, 

Wufihiuytun,  May  21.  1624. 
"A  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representativess, 
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at  the  late  session  of  Congress,  requests  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  enter  upon,  ahd  to 
prosecute,  from  time  to  time,  such  negotiajtions 
with  the  several  maritime  Powers  of  Europe  and 
America,  as  he  may  deem  expedient  for  the  Effec- 
tual abolition  of  the  African  slave  trade,  acid  its 
ultimate  denunciation  as  niracy,  under  the  l^w  of 
nations,  by  the  consent  of  the  civilized  worl4. 

"  In  pursuance  of  this  .subject,  you  will  Com- 
municate to  the  Colombian  Government  copi^  of 
the  several  acts  of  our  Congress  for  the  sunpres- 
sion  of  the  slave  trade,  of  the  20lh  of  April,  isiS, 
(U.  S.  Laws,  vol.  vi.  p.  325,)  of  3d  March,  iS19, 
(p.  435,)  and  of  15th  May,  1820,  (page  529,)  pLint- 
ing  their  attention  particularly  to  the  4th  ana  5th 
sections  of  the  last,  which  subject  to  the  Penal- 
ties of  piracy  every  citizen  of  the  United  States 
guilty  of  active  participation  in  the  African  ^lave 
trade.  The  adoption  of  this  principle  in  thje  le- 
gislative code  of  all  the  maritime  nations,  w^uld, 
of  itself,  probably,  suffice  for  the  suppression  of 
the  trade  ;  but,  as  it  would  yet  not  authoriz^  the 
armed  vessels  of  any  one  nation  to  capture  ^lose 
of  another  engaged  in  the  trade,  a  stipulatiob  to 
that  effect  may  be  agreed  to  by  the  treaty,  condi- 
tioned that  the  captor  shall  deliver  over  the  pap- 
tured  party  to  the  tribunals  of  his  own  country 
for  trial ;  to  which  should  be  added  some  giiard 
of  responsibility  upon  the  capturing  officer,  to  pre- 
vent the  abusive  exercise  of  nis  powers." 


Extract  of  a  Utter  from  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Rush, 

diUed 

Department  of  State,  ' 

Washington,  June  24,  1823. 

"A  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
almost  unanimously  adopted  at  the  close  of  the  last 
-session  of  Congress,  requested  *  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  enter  upon,  and  to  prosecute, 
from  time  to  time,  such  negotiations  with  the  sev- 
eral maritime  Powers  of  Europe  and  America,  as 
he  may  deem  expedient,  for  the  effectual  abolition 
of  the  African  slave  trade,  and  its  ultimate  de- 
nunciation as  piracy,  under  the  law  of  nations,  by 
the  consent  of  the  civilized  world.' 

"At  the  two  preceding  sessions  of  Congress, 
committees  of  the  House  had  proposed  a  resolu- 
tion, expressed  in  more  general  terms,  that  '  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be  requested  to  en- 
ter into  such  arrangements  as  he  may  deem  suita- 
ble and  proper,  with  one  or  more  of  the  maritime 
Powers  of  Europe,  for  the  effectual  abolition  of 
the  African  slave  trade;'  and  this  resolution  had, 
in  each  case,  been  the  conclusion  of  a  report,  re- 
commending that  the  United  States  should  accede 
to  the  proposal  of  a  mutual  and  qualified  conces- 
sion ot  the  right  of  search.  The  sentiments  of 
the  committee  were,  in  this  respect,  different  from 
those  which  had  been  expressed  by  the  Executive 
Department  of  the  Government,  in  its  previous 
correspondence  with  that  of  Great  Britain.  No 
decision,  by  the  House  of  Representative.s,  was 
made  upon  these  resolutions,  proposed  at  the  pre- 
•ceding  sessions;  but,  upon  the   adoption  of  that 


which  did  pass  at  the  last  session,  it  was  well  as- 
certained, that  the  sentiments  of  the  House,  in  re- 
gard to  the  right  of  search,  coincided  with  those 
of  the  Executive ;  for  they  explicitly  rejected  an 
amendment  which  was  moved  to  the  resolution, 
and  which  would  have  expressed  an  opinion  of 
the  House,  favorable  to  the  mutual  concession  of 
that  right. 

"  You  have  been  fully  informed  of  the  corres- 
pondence between  the  Governments  of  the  United 
States  and  of  Great  Britain  concerning  the  sup- 
pression of  the  slave  trade  heretofore;  and  have 
been,  from  time  to  time,  effectually  instrumental 
to  it  yourself.  You  are  aware  of  the  grounds 
upon  which  the  proposals,  on  the  part  of  Great 
Britain,  that  the  United  States  should  accede  to 
the  stipulations  similar  to  those  which  she  had 
succeeded  in  obtaining  from  Spain,  Portugal,  and 
the  Netherlands,  were  on  our  part  declined. 

"  The  subject  was  resumed  by  the  British  Min- 
ister residing  here,  Mr.  S.  Canning,  a  short  time 
before  the  decease  of  the  Marquis  of  Londonderry. 
It  was  suggested  that,  since  the  total  disappear- 
ance of  the  British  and  American  flags,  as  well  as 
of  those  of  the  nations  which  had  consented  to 
put  the  execution  of  their  laws  against  the  trade 
under  the  superintendence  of  British  naval  offi- 
cers, it  continued  to  flourish  under  that  of  France; 
that  her  laws,  though  in  word  and  appearance 
equally  severe  in  proscribing  the  traffic,  were  so 
remiss  in  the  essential  point  of  execution,  that 
their  effect  was  rather  to  encourage  than  to  sup- 
press it;  and  the  American  Government  was 
urged  to  join  in  friendly  representations  to  that  of 
France,  by  instructing  the  Minister  of  the  United 
States  at  Paris  to  concur  in  those  which  the 
British  A  mbassador  at  that  Court  had  been  charc^ed 
with  making,  to  insure  a  more  vigilant  fulfilnient 
of  the  prohibitory  laws.  This  invitation,  at  that 
time  given  only  in  oral  conference,  was  also  de- 
clined, from  an  impression  that  such  a  concur- 
rence might  give  umbrage  to  the  French  Govern- 
ment, and  tend  rather  to  irritation  than  to  the 
accomplishment  of  the  object  for  which  it  was 
desired.  Mr.  Gallatin  was,  nevertheless,  instruct- 
ed separately  to  bring  the  subject  to  the  notice  of 
the  French  Government,  and  did  so,  by  a  note 
communicating  to  them  copies  of  the  recent  laws 
of  the  United  States  for  the  suppression  of  the 
trade,  and  particularly  of  that  by  which  it  has 
subjected  every  citizen  of  the  United  States,  who, 
after  the  passage  of  the  law,  should  be  polluted 
with  it,  to  the  penalties  of  piracy. 

"On  the  29th  of  January  last,  Mr.  Canning,  in 
a  letter  to  this  Department,  repeated  the  invita- 
tion of  a  joint  and  concurrent  remonstrance,  to  be 
made  by  the  British  Ambassador,  and  our  Minis- 
ter in  France;  and  at  the  same  time  called,  with 
great  earnestness,  upon  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  either  to  accede  to  the  principle  of 
the  mutual  and  qualified  right  of  search,  emphati- 
cally pronounced,  in  his  belief,  to  be  the  only 
effectual  measure  devised,  or  likely  to  be  devised, 
"  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  end,  or  to  bring 
forward  some  other  scheme  of  concert,"  which  it 
again    declared  the  readiness  of  His  Majesty's 
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Minister  to  examine  with  respect  and  candor,  as 
a  substitute  for  that  of  the  British  Cabinet. 

"However  discouraging  this  call  for  an  altern- 
ative might  be,  thus  coupled  as  it  was  with  so 
decisive  a  declaration  of  belief,  that  no  effectual 
alternative  had  been,  or  was  likely  to  be,  devised, 
an  opportunity  was  offered,  in  pursuance  of  the 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  adopt- 
ed at  the  close  of  the  late  session  of  Congress,  for 
proposing  a  substitute,  in  our  belief  more  effectual 
than  the  right  of  search  could  be,  for  the  total  and 
final  suppression  of  this  nefarious  trade,  and  less 
liable  either  to  objections  of  principle,  or  to  abuses 
of  practice. 

"This  proposition  was  accordingly  made  in  my 
letter  to  Mr.  Canning  of  the  31st  of  March  last,  lo 
which  his  letter  of  the  8th  of  April  was  the  an- 
swer. In  this  answer,  Mr.  Canning  barely  no- 
tices our  proposition  to  express  an  opinion  that 
his  Government  will  see  in  it  nothing  but  an  ac- 
knowledgment of  the  necessity  of  further  and 
more  effectual  measures,  and  then  proceeds  with 
an  elaborate  review  of  all  the  objections  which, 
m  the  previous  correspondence  between  the  two 
Governments,  had  been  taken  on  our  part  to  the 
British  connected  proposal  of  a  mutual  right  of 
search,  and  a  trial  by  mixed  commissions.  Our 
objection  had  been  of  two  kinds;  first,  to  the 
mixed  commissions,  as  inconsistent  with  our  Con- 
stitution ;  and  secondly,  to  the  right  of  search,  as 
a  dangerous  precedent,  liable  to  abuse,  and  odious 
to  the  feelings  and  recollections  of  our  country. 

"In  this  letter  of  Mr.  Canning,  the  proposal  of 
trial  by  mixed  commissions,  is  formally  with- 
drawn, and  an  alternative  presented  as  practica- 
ble, one  side  of  which  only,  and  that  the  inad- 
missible side,  is  distinctly  offered,  namely,  of  trial 
by  the  courts  of  the  captor.  The  other  side  of  the 
alternative  would,  indeed,  remove  our  Constitu- 
tional objection,  and  with  it  might  furnish  the 
means  of  removing  the  principal  inherent  objec- 
tion to  the  concession  ot  the  right  of  search,  that 
by  which  the  searching  officer  is  under  no  respon- 
sible control  for  that  act. 

"  But,  in  our  previous  correspondence,  our  strong 
repugnance  to  the  right  of  searcli  had  been  ad- 
verted to,  merely  as  a  matter  of  fact,  without  tra- 
cing It  to  its  source,  or  referr.ng  to  its  causes.  The 
object  of  this'forlx^arance  had  been  to  avoid  all 
unnecessary  coUibion  with  feelings  and  opinions, 
which  were  not  the  same  on  the  part  of  Great 
Britain  and  upon  ours.  They  had  been  willingly 
left  undiscussed.  This  letter  of  Mr.  Canning, 
however,  professedly  reviewing  all  the  previous 
correspondence,  for  the  removal  or  avoidance  of 
our  objections,  and  contesting  the  analogy  between 
the  right  of  search,  as  it  had  been  found  obnoxious 
to  us,  and  as  now  proposed  for  our  adoption  by  for- 
mal compact,  I  have  been  under  the  absolute  ne- 
cessity of  pointing  out  the  analogies  really  exi>ting 
between  them,  and  of  showing  that,  as  right  of 
search,  independent  of  the  right  of  capture,  and 
irresponsible,  or  responsible  only  to  the  tribunals  of 
the  captor,  it  is,  as  proposed,  essentially,  liable  to  the 
same  objections,  as  it  had   been,  when  exercised 


founded  in  its  nature  as  an  irresponsible  exercise  of 
force,  and  exemplified  in  its  extension  from  search 
for  contraband  of  war,  to  search  for  enemies'  pro- 
perty, and  thence  to  search  for  men  of  the  searcher's 
own  nation,  was  thus  necessarily  brought  into  view, 
and  connected  the  exhibition  of  the  evils  inherent 
in  the  practice,  with  that  of  the  abuses  which  have 
been  found  inseparable  from  it. 

"  We  have  declared  the  slave  trade,  so  far  as  it 
may  be  pursued  by  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
piracy ;  and,  as  such,  made  it  punishable  with  death. 
Tkf  lesolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
recommends  negotiation,  to  obtain  the  consent  of 
the  civilized  world  to  recognise  it  as  piracy,  under 
the  law  of  nations.     One  of  the  properties  of  that 
description  of  piracies  is,  that  those  who  are  guilty 
of  it  may  be  taken  up  on  the  high  seas,  and  tried 
by  the  courts  of  every  nation.     But,  by  the   pre- 
vailing customary  law,  they  are  tried  only  by  the 
tribunalsof  the  nation  to  which  the  vessel  belongs 
in  which  the  piracy  was  committed.     The  crime 
itself  has  been,  however,  in  modern  times,  of  so 
rare  occurrence,  that  there  is  no  uniformity  in  the 
laws  of  the  European  nations  wiili  regard  to  this 
point,  of  which  we  have  had  remarkable  and  de- 
cisive proof  within  these  five  years,  in  the  case 
of  piracy  and  murder,  committed   on  board  the 
schooner  Plattsburg,  a   merchant  vessel   of  the 
United   States.     Nearly   the  whole  of  her  crew 
were  implicated   in   the  crime,  which  was  com- 
mitted on  the  high  seas      They  carried  the  vessel 
into  Christians-and,  in  Norway,  there  abandoned 
lier,  and  dispersed;  three  of  them  were  taken  up 
in  Denmark,  one  in  Sweden,  one  at  Dantzig,  in 
Prussia,  and  one  in  France.     Tliose  taken  up  in 
Denmark,  and   in   Sweden,  were  delivered   up  to 
officers  of  the  United  States,  brought  to  this  coun- 
try, tried,   convicted,   and    executed.     The   man 
taken  at  Danizig,  was,  by  the  consent  of  the  Prus- 
sian Government,  sent  to  Elsineur,  and  there  con- 
fronted with  those  taken  in  Denmark.     The  evi- 
dence against  him  on  the  examination  was  decis- 
ive, but,  as  he  persisted   in  the  refusal   to  confess 
his   guilt,   the   Prussian    Government,  bound  by 
an  establi>hed  maxim  of  their  municipal  law,  de- 
clined either  to  deliver  him  up,  or  to  try  iiim  them- 
selves, but  sent   him  back  to   Dantzig,  there   to 
remain  imprisoned  for  life.     The  French  Govern- 
ment, upon  advisement  of  the  highest  judicial  au- 
thority of  the  Kingdom,  declined,  aUo,  either  to 
try  the  man  taken  up  there,  or  to  deliver  him  up, 
unless  upon  proof  of  his  guilt    being   produced 
against  him,  at  the  place  where  he  was  confined; 
with  which  condition,  it  not  having  been  in  our 
power  to  comply,  the  man  remained  there,  also  in 
prison,  presumably  for  life.     From  these  incidents, 
it  is  apparent  that  there  is  no  uniformity  in  the 
modes  of  trial,  to  which  piracy,  by  the  law  of  na- 
tions, is  subjected  in  different  European  countries  ; 
but  that  the  trial  itself  is  considered  as  the  right 
and  the  duty  only  of  the  nation  to  which  the  ves- 
sel belongs,  on  board  of  which  the  piracy  was  com- 
mitted.    This  was,  however,  a  piracy,  committed 
on  board  of  a  vessel  by  its  own  crew.     External 
piracies,  or  piracies  committed  by,  and  from  one 


as  a  belligerent  right.     Its  encroaching  character,  \  vessel  against  another,  may  be  tried  by  the  courts 
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of  any  country,  but  are  more  usually  tried  by  those  of 
the  country  whose  vessels  have  been  the  sufferers 
of  the  piracy,  as  many  of  the  Cuba  pirates  have 
been  tried  in  the  British  West  India  islands,  and 
some  of  them  in  our  courts. 

"This  principle  we  should  wish  to  introduce 
into  the  system,  by  which  the  slave  trade  should 
be  recognised  as  piracy  under  the  law  of  nations ; 
namely,  that,  although  seizable  by  the  officers  and 
authorities  of  every  nation,  they  should  be  triable 
only  by  the  tribunalsof  the  country  of  the  slave-tra- 
ding vtssel.  This  provision  is  indispensable  to 
guard  the  innocent  navigator  against  vexatious  de- 
tentions, and  all  the  evils  of  arbitrary  search.  In 
committing  to  foreign  officers  the  power,  even  in 
a  case  of  conventional  piracy,  of  arresting,  con- 
fining and  delivering  over  for  trial,  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  we  feel  the  necessity  of  guard- 
ing his  rights  from  all  abuses,  and  from  the  appli- 
cation of  any  laws  of  a  country  other  than  his 
own. 

"The  draught  of  a  convention  is  herewith  en- 
closed, which,  if  the  British  Government  should 
agree  to  treat  upon  this  subject  on  the  basis  of  a 
legislative  prohibition  of  the  slave  trade  by  both 
parties,  under  the  penalties  of  piracy,  you  are  au- 
thorized to  propose  and  to  conclude.  These  ar- 
ticles, however,  are  not  offered  to  the  exclusion  of 
others  which  may  be  proposed  on  the  part  of  the 
British  Government,  nor  is  any  one  ot  them,  ex- 
cepting the  first,  to  be  insisted  on  as  indispensable, 
if  others  equally  adapted  to  answer  their  purposes 
should  be  proposed.  It  is  only  from  the  consider- 
ation of  the  crime  in  the  character  of  piracy,  that 
we  can  admit  the  visitation  of  our  merchant  ves- 
sels by  foreign  officers  for  any  purpose  whatever, 
and  in  that  case  only  under  the  most  effective  re- 
sponsibility of  the  officer  for  the  act  of  visitation 
Itself  and  for  every  thing  done  under  it. 

"  If  the  sentiments  of  the  British  Government 
should  be  averse  to  the  principle  of  declaring  the 
trade  itself,  by  a  legislative  act,  piratical,  you  will 
not  propose,  or  communicate  to  them,  the  enclosed 
project  of  convention.  Its  objects,  you  will  dis- 
tinctly understand,  are  two-fold  ;  to  carry  into  ef- 
fect the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives ; 
and  to  meet,  explicitly  and  fully,  the  call  so  ear- 
nestly urged  by  the  British  Government,  that,  in 
declining  the  proposals  pressed  by  them  upon  us, 
ofconceding  a  mutual  and  qualified  right  of  search, 
we  should  offer  a  substitute  for  their  consideration. 
The  substitute,  by  declaring  the  crime  piracy, 
carries  with  it  the  right  of  search  for  the  pirates, 
existing  in  the  very  nature  of  the  crime.  But,  to 
the  concession  of  the  right  of  search,  distinct  from 
the  denomination  of  the  crime,  our  objections  re- 
main in  all  their  original  force. 

"  It  has  been  intimated  by  Mr.  S.  Canning, 
that  the  suggestion  itself,  to  the  British  Govern- 
ment, of  the  propriety  of  their  passing  a  legislative 
act,  might  excite  in  them  some  repugnancy  to  it. 
We  should  regret  the  txcitement  of  this  feeling, 
which  the  very  nature  of  the  negotiation  seems 
to  foreclose.  Besides  the  legislative  enactments 
which  have  virtually  been  pressed  upon  us,  by  all 
the  invitations  to  concede  the  right  of  search,  and 


to  subject  our  citizens  to  trial  for  violations-of  our 
own  laws,  by  foreign  tribunals.  Great  Britain,  in 
almost  all  her  slave-trade  treaties,  has  required, and 
obtained,  express  stipulations,  for  the  enactment  of 
prohibitory  laws,  by  France,  Spain,  Portugal,  and 
the  Netherlands.  Itwasnotexpectedthatshe  would 
receive  with  reluctance,  herself,  a  mere  invitatioti 
to  that  which  she  had  freely  and  expressly  required 
from  others.  Still,  if  the  sentiment  should  exist, 
we  would  forbear  pressing  it  to  the  point  of  irri- 
tation, by  importunity.  You  will,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, simply  state,  that,  if  the  British  Govern- 
ment is  prepared  to  proclaim  the  slave  trade  piracy, 
by  statute,  you  are  authorized  to  propose  and  to 
conclude  a  convention,  by  which  the  mutual  co- 
operation of  the  naval  force  of  Great  Britain  and 
of  the  United  States  may  be  secured,  for  carrying 
into  effect  the  law,  which,  on  that  contingency, 
will  be  common  to  both.  Should  the  obstacle  to 
the  preliminary  prove  insuperable,  you  will  refer 
the  objections,  on  the  part  of  the  British  Cabinet, 
to  this  Government,  for  consideration. 

"By  the  loose  information  hitherto  communica- 
ted in  the  public  journals,  it  would  seem  that  the 
proposition  for  recognising  the  slave  trade  as  pi- 
racy, by  the  Law  of  Nations,  was  discussed  at 
the  Congress  of  Verona.  We  are  expecting  the 
communication  of  the  papers  relating  to  this  sub- 
ject, promised  by  Lord  Liverpool  to  be  laid  before 
Parliament.  Heretofore,  although  the  United 
States  have  been  much  solicited  and  urged  to 
concur  in  the  measures  of  Great  Britain  and  her 
allies,  for  the  suppression  of  the  trade,  they  have 
been  always  commnnicated  to  us  as  purposes  con- 
summated, to  which  the  accession  of  the  United 
States  was  desired.  F'rom  the  general  policy  of 
avoiding  to  intermeddle  in  European  affairs,  we 
have  acquiesced  in  this  course  of  proceeding  ;  but, 
to  carry  fully  into  effect  the  late  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  and  to  pursue  the  dis- 
cussions, hereafter,  with  Great  Britain  herself, 
whether  upon  her  proposals  or  upon  ours,  it  is  ob- 
viously proper  that  communication  should  be 
made  to  us  of  the  progress  of  European  negotia- 
tion, for  accomplishing  the  common  purpose,  while 
it  is  in  deliberation.  If  we  are  to  co-operate  in 
the  result,  it  is  just  that  we  should  be  consulted, 
at  least,  with  regard  to  the  means  which  we  are 
invited  to  adopt." 


SUPPRESSION  OF  THE   SLAVE  TRADE. 

A  Convention  for  the  suppression  of  Piracy  J  committed 
by  the  African  Slave  Trade. 

Article  L  The  two  high  contracting  PowA-s, 
having  each  separately,  by  its  own  laws,  subjected 
their  subjects  and  citizens,  who  may  be  convicted 
of  carrying  on  the  illicit  traffic  in  slaves  on  the 
coast  of  Africa,  to  the  penalties  of  piracy,  do 
hereby  agree  to  use  their  influence,  respectively, 
with  the  other  maritime  and  civilized  nations  of 
the  world,  to  the  end  that  the  said  African  slave 
trade  may  be  recognised  and  declared  to  be  piracy, 
under  thi  law  of  nations. 

Article  2.  It  is  agreed  by  the  high  contracting 
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parties,  that  the  commanders  and  commissioned 
oflBcers  of  either  nation,  duly  authorized,  under  the 
regulations  and  instructions,  of  their  respective 
Governments,  to  cruise  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  of 
America,  or  of  the  West  Indies,  for  the  suppres- 


And  theiame  duties  herein  described  shall  devolve 
upon  every  commander,  or  commissioned  officer, 
of  the  royal  navy  of  Great  Britain,  by  whom,  or 
by  whose  order,  any  merchant  vessel  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  or  navigating  under  their  flag,  shall  be 


sion  of  the  slave  trade,  shall  be  authorized,  under  i  visited  for  the  said  purposes,  and  upon  the  board- 
the  conditions,  limitations,  and  restrictions,  here-  i  ing  officer  by  whom  the  visit  shall  be  effected,  on 
inafter  mentioned,  to  capture  and  deliver  over  to  the  hi^h  seas,  or  any  where  without  the  territorial 
the  duly  authorized  and  commissioned  officers  of  jurisdiction  of  Great  Britain, 
the  other,  any  ship  or  vessel  carrying  on  such  |  Article  4.  No  merchant  vessel  of  either  of  the 
illicit  traffic  in  slaves,  under  the  flag  of  the  said  j  contracting  panics,  under  the  convoy  of  a  public 
other  nation,  or  for  the  account  of  their  subjects  j  vessel  of  her  own  nation,  shall,  under  any  circum- 


cr  citizens,  to  be  sent  in  for  trial  and  adjudication 
by  the  tribunals  of  the  country  to  which  such 
slave  ship  or  vessel  shall  belong.  And  the  said 
commanders  and  commissioned  officers  shall  be 
further  authorized  to  carry,  or  send  in,  any  such 


stances  whatever,  be  captured,  or  visited  by,  or 
from,  any  public  vessel  of  the  other  nation,  as 
being  engaged,  or  on  suspicion  of  being  engaged, 
in  the  slave  trade. 

Article  5.   No  search  shall  be  made  by,  or 


slave-trading  ship,  so  by  them  captured,  into  the  .  under  the  orders  of,  the  commander  or  boarding 
ports  of  the  country  to  which  such  slave-trading  i  officer  of  any  public  vessel  of  either  party  visiting 
ship  shall   belong,  for  trial  by  the  tribunals,  and    any  merchant  vessel  of  the  other,  as  being  engaged, 
conformably  to  the  laws,  of  said  country.     But    or  under  suspicion  of  being  engaged,  in  the  slave 
the  slave  ship,  so  captured,  shall  not  be  sent  into  \  trade,  excepting  such  as  may  be  necessary  to  as- 
the  ports,  or  tried  by  the  tribunals  of  the  captor.  ,  certain  if  there  be  slaves  on  board  for  the  purposes 
Article  3.  If  any  naval  commander  or  com-    of  the  said  traffic,  or  other  proof  that  the  said  ves- 
inissioned  officer  of  the  United  States  of  America,  '  sel  is  so  engaged.     No  person  shall  be  taken  out 
shall,  on  the  high  seas,  or  any  where  without  the  i  of  the  said  visited  or  captured  merchant  vessel  of 
territorial  jurisdiction  of  the  said  States,  board,  or  1  either  nation,  by  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
cause  to  be  boarded,  any  merchant  vessel  of  Great  ^  visiting  vessel,  or  under  his  order.     Nor  shall  any 
Britain,  and  visit  the  same  as  a  slave  trader,  or  on  :  part  of  the  cargo  of  the  said  visited  vessel  be  re- 
suspicion  of  her  being  engaged  in  carrying  on  the  i  moved  out  of  her,  until  delivered  over  to  the  offi- 
illicit  traffic  in  slaves,  in  every  case,  whether  the    cers,  or  tribunals,  of  her  own  nation, 
said  visited  vessel  shall  be  captured  and  delivered  I      Article  G.  When  a  merchant  vessel  of  either 
over,  or  sent  into  the  ports  of  her  own  country  for  j  nation  shall  be  captured,  as  being  engaged  in  the 
trial  and  adjudication,  or  not,  the  boarding  officer  !  slave  trade,  by  any  commander,  or  commissioned 
shall  deliver  to  the  master  or  commander  of  the  '  officer,  of  the  navy  of  any  other  nation,  it  shall 
visited  vessel  a  certificate  in  writing,  signed  by  the  i  be  the  duty  of  the  commander  of  any  public  ship 
said  boarding  officer  with  his  name,  and  iheaddi-  ',  of  the  navy  of  the  nation  to  which  the  captured 
tion  of  his  rank  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,    vessel  shall  belong,  upon  the  utfer  thereof  being 
and  the  name  of  the  public  vessel  of  the  United    made  to  him  by  the  commander  of  the  capturing 
States,  and  of  her  commander,  by  whose  order    vessel,  to  receive  into  his  custody  the  vessel  so 
the  said  visit  shall  have  been  ordered  ;  and  the  |  captured,  and  to  carry,  or  to  send,  the  same  into 
said  certificates  shall  declare,  that  the  only  object  [  the  ports  of  his  own  country,  for  trial  and  adju- 
of  the  said  visit  is  to  ascertain  whether  the  said  i  dication.     And  at  the  time  of  the  delivery  of  the 
British  merchant  vessel  is  engaged  in  the  slave  !  said  vessel,  an  authentic  declaration  shall  be  drawn 


trade,  or  not ;  and  if  found  to  be  so  engaged,  to 
take,  and  deliver  her  over  to  the  officers,  or  the 
tribunals  of  her  own  nation,  for  trial  and  adjudi- 


and  the  objects  of  her  voyage,  and  with  them  a 
like  certificate  of  visitation,  in  writing,  signed  by 
his  name,  with  the  addition  of  his  rank  in  the  Navy 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  name  of  the  public 
vessel  commanded  by  him,  together  with  the 
name  and  rank  of  the  boarding  officer,  by  whom 
the  said  visit  was  made.  This  certificate  shall, 
Lfiiso,  specify  all  the  papers  received  from  the 
master  of  the  vessel  detained,  or  visited,  or  found 
on  board  the  vessel,  and  shall  contain  an  authentic 
declaration,  exhibiting  the  state  in  whioli  he  found 
the  vessel  detained,  and  the  changes,  if  any,  which 
have  taken  place  in  it,  and  the  number  of  slaves, 
if  any,  found  on  board  at  the  moment  of  detention. 


up,  in  trinlicates,  signed  by  both  the  commanders 
of  the  delivering  and  of  the  receiving'  v^t^l,  one 
copy  of  which  shall  be  kept  by  each  of  them,  sta- 
cation.  And  the  commander  of  the  said  public  j  ting  the  circumstances  of  the  delivery  ;  the  con- 
vessel  of  the  United  States  shall,  when  he  delivers  I  dition  of  the  vessel  captured,  at  the  time  of  the 
her  over  to  the  officers  or  tribunals  of  Great  Brit-  1  delivery  ;  the  number  of  slaves,  if  any,  on  board 
am,  deliver  all  the  papers  found  on  board  of  the  of  her ;  a  list  of  all  the  papers  received,  or  found 
captured  vessel,  indicating  her  national  character,  on  board  of  her  at  the  time  of  capture,  and  deliv- 
ered over  with  her,  and  the  names  of  the  master 
or  commander  of  the  captured  vessel,  and  of  every 
person  on  board  of  her,  other  than  the  slaves,  at 
the  said  timeof  delivery ;  and  the  third  copy  of  the 
said  declaration  shall  be  transmitted  with  the 
said  captured  vessel,  and  the  papers  found  on  board 
of  her,  to  one  of  the  ports  of  the  country  to  which 
the  said  captured  vessel  shall  belong,  to  be  pro- 
duced before  the  tribunal  appointed,  or  authorized, 
to  decide  upon  the  said  capture;  and  the  com- 
mander of  the  said  capturing  vessel  shall  be  autlior- 
ized  to  send  the  boarding  officer,  and  one  or  two 
of  his  crew,  with  the  said  captured  vessel,  to  ap- 
pear as  witnesses  of  the  facts  in  relation  to  her 
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capture  and  detention,  before  the  said  tribunal.  !  seizing  and  delivering  up  the  persons  and  vessels 
Ihe  reasonable  expenses  of  which  witnesses,  in  I  concerned  in  that  traffic,  for  trial  and  adjudica- 


proceeding  to  the  place  of  trial,  during  their  ne 
cessary  detention  there,  and  for  their   return  to 
their  own  country,  or  to  rejoin  their  station  in  its 
service,  shall  be  allowed  by  the  tribunal  of  trial : 
and  in  case  of  the  condemnation  of  the  captured 


tion,    by  the   tribunals   and   laws  of  their   own 

country. 

Article  10.  It  is  further  agreed  that  this  right 

of  visiting,  detaining,  and    delivering,  over  tor 

«oc.  I   k^   J  f       AC 'C -~^-f..-..v,    trial,  vessels  engaged  in  the  slave  trade,  shall  be 

vessel,  be  defrayed  from  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  i  exercised  only  by  the  commissioned  officers  of  the 
thereol  ;  and  in  case  of  the  acquittal  of  the  said  navy  of  the  parties,  respectively,  furnished  with 
vessel,  they  shaU   be  paid   by  the  Government  of.  instructions  from  their   resp.K:tive  Governments 


the  capturing  officer 

Article  7.  The  commander  or  commissioned 
officer  of  the  navy  of  either  of  the  contractin-^ 


for  the  execution  of  their  respective  laws  for  the 
suppression  of  the  slave  trade.  That  the  board- 
ing officer,  and  the  captain,  or  commander,  of  the 


-  -  --    —  — ..V. „,,».. .3  I  ...^  uiuk^ti,  auu  iiic  k,au»aiu,  ur  comraanuer,  01  me 

parties,  having  captured  a  merchant  vessel  of  the  •  vessel  exercising  these  rights,  or  either  of  them 
other,  as  being  engaged  in  the  slave  trade,  if  there!  shall  be  personally  responsible  in  dama-es  and 
be  no  public  veisel  of  the  nation  to  which  the  said  costs  to  the  master  and  owners  of  every  mwchant 
captured  vessel  belongs,  cruising  upon  the  same  vessel  so  by  them  delivered  over,  detained,  or  vis- 
station,  to  the  commander  of  whom  the  said  cap- ,  ited,  for  every  vexatious  or  abusive  exercise  of  the 
tured  vessel  may  be  delivered  over  as  stipulated  m  1  right.  In  the  case  of  every  vessel  delivered  over 
the  preceding  article,  shall  carry  or  send  the  said  as  herein  stipulated,  for  trial,  the  tribunal  shall  be 
captured  vessel  to  some  convenient  port  of  her  ,  competent  to  receive  the  complaint  of  the  master 
own  courttry,  there  to  be  delivered  up  to  the  com-  !  owner,  or  owners,  or  of  any  person  on  board  of 
petent  tribunal  for  trial  and  adjudication.  And  such  captured  vessel,  or  interested  in  the  property 
the  said  captured  vessel  shall  there  be  libelled,  in  ;  of  tier  cargo  at  the  time  of  her  detention,  and  on 
the  name  and  behalf  of  the  captors;  and  in  case  j  suitable  proof  of  such  vexatious  or  abusive  deten- 
of  the  condemnation  of  the  said  vessel,  the  pro-  \  tion  or  visitation,  to  award  reasonable  damages 
ceeds  of  the  sale  thereof  and  of  her  cargo,  if  also  :  and  costs  to  the  sufferers,  to  be  paid  by  the  slid 
condemned,  shall  be  paid  to  the  commander  of  ,  commanding  or  boarding  officer,  or  either  of  them, 
the  said  capturing  vessel,  for  the  benefit  of  the  i  so  charged  with  vexatious  or  abusive  detention 
captors;  to  be  distributed  according  to  the  estab-  \  or  visit.  And  the  high  contracting  parties  agree 
lished  rules  of  the  service  of  the  nation  to  which    ■'        '    "  '      ^^  ^  y ..  & 


such  capturing  vessel  shall  belong,  for  the  distri 
bution  of  prize  money. 

Article  8.    The  captain  or  commander  and 
crew  of  the  said  vessel,  so  captured  and  sent  in  for 


that  their  respective  Governments  shall,  in  every 
such  case,  cause  payment  to  be  made  of  all  such 
damages  and  costs  so  awarded,  to  the  persons  so 
entitled  to  receive  them,  within  twelve  months 
from  the  date  of  such  award.     And  if  any  case  of 


.  >  I    , ,  r -"-••'•"•"•.  ••will  iiic  uaic  ui  3Ui;u  ttwaru.     AQu  II  any  case  01 

tria  and  adjudication,  shall  be  proceeded  against  I  such  vexatious  or  abusive  detention,  or  visit,  should 
conformably  to  the  laws  of  the  country,  whereinto  j  occur,  in  which  the  vessel  detained  or  visited  shall 
they  shall  be  so  brought  upon  the  charge  of  piracy,  I  not  be  delivered  over  for  trial  and  adjudication  as 
bybeingengagedin  the  African  slave  trade;  and  ,  herein  provided,  the  commander  and  boardincr 
the  captain,  or  commander,  the  boarding  officer,  '  officer  by  whom  such  vexatious  and  abusive  dem- 
and other  persons  belonging  to  the  capturing  vessel  I  tention  or  visit  shall  have  been  made,  shall  also 
shall  be  competent  witnesses  to  the  facts  relating  1  be  responsible  in  costs  and  damages  to  the  sufferers' 
to  the  said  charge  and  to  the  capture  of  the  said  i  upon  complaint  before  the  competent  Admiralty 
vessel,  to  which  they  shall  be  personally  knowing.  '  Court  of  the  country  of  the  said  commander  and 
iJut  every  such  witness,  upon  the  criminal  trial  boarding  officer.  And  the  respective  Govern- 
for  piracy,  shall  be  liable  to  be  challenged  by  the  ;  ments  shall,  in  like  manner,  cause  payment  to  be 
person  accused,  and  set  aside  as  incompetent,  un-  i  made  of  any  damages  and  costs  awarded  by  said 
less  he  shall  release  and  renounce  all  his  indi- 1  court,  within  twelve  months  from  the  date  of  the 
vidual  claim  to  any  part  of  the  prize  money,  upon 


the  condemnation  of  the  vessel  and  carf^o. 

Article  9.  It  is  agreed  between  the  high  con- 
tracting parties  that  the  right  of  visiting,  captur- 
ing, and  delivering  over  for  trial  the  vessels  ensa^^ed 

.LA/*'  1  «  OO" 


in 


;,auu  ucMvciiuii  uvrr  lur  inai  iiie  vessels enga<»eu 
the  African  slave  trade,  and  assuming  their 


award. 

Article  11.  A  copy  of  this  Convention,  and 

of  the  laws  of  the  two  countries  actually  in  force, 

for  the  prohibition  and  suppression  of  the  African 

slave  trade,  shall  be  furnished  to  every  commander 

.«   w.v  ^...v,a..  o.a»c   iiauc,  «uu  assuming  lueir    of  the  public  vessels,  instructed  to  carry  into  effect 

respective  flags,  IS  mutually  conceded  to  the  offi- j  such  prohibition.     And  in  case  any  such  com- 

cers  of  their  respective  navies,  on  the  considera-  j  manding  officer  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States 

tion   that    thev   have,    bv  thpir   rp^np^tlvo    u^.     or  of  Great  Britain,  shall  deviate  in  any  respect 

from  the  dispositions  of  this  treaty,  and  from  the 
instructions  of  his  Government  conformable  to  it, 
the  Government  which  shall  conceive  itself  to  be 
wronged  by  such  conduct  shall  be  entitled  to  de- 
mand reparation ;  and  in  such  case  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  nation,  to  the  service  of  which  he 
may  belong,  binds  itself  to  cause  inquiry  to  be 
made  into  the  subject  of  the  complaint,  and  to 
inflict  upon  him,  if  he  be  found  to  have  deserved 


tion  that  they  have,  by  their  respective  laws, 
declared  their  citizens  and  subjects,  actively  par- 
ticipating in  the  said  traffic,  guilty  of  the  crime 
of  piracy. 

That  no  part  of  this  Convention  shall  be  so 
construed  as  to  authorize  the  detention,  search,  or 
visitation,  of  the  merchant  vessels  of  either  nation, 
by  the  public  officers  of  the  navy  of  the  other, 
except  vessels  engaged  in  the  African  slave  trade, 
or  for  any  other  purpose  whatever  than   that  of 
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it,  a  punishment  proportioned  to  the  transgression 
•which  may  have  been  committed. 

Article  12.  The  present  Treaty,  consisting 
of articles,  shall  be  ratified,  and  the  ratifica- 
tions exchanged  within  one  year  from  this  date, 
or  sooner,  if  possible. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  respective  Plenipoten- 
tiaries have  signed  the  same,  and  thereunto  affixed 
their  seals. 

Done  at ,  the day  of ,  in  the  year 

of  our  Lord . 


Mr.  AdnniJi  to  Mr.  MUUUeton. — \o.  17. 


Sir 
gress,  a 


Department  of  St.\te, 

Washinr/tun,  July  28,  1823. 

At  the  close  of  the  last  session  of  Con- 
resolution  was  adopted  by  the  House  of 


Representatives,  almost  unanimously,  rcquestmg 

"  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  enter  upon,    draught  of  the  articles  enclosed   should   lead   to 


the  law  of  nations,  we  cannot,  according  to  our 
Constitution,  subject  our  citizens  to  trial  for  being 
engaged  in  it,  by  any  tribunal  other  than  those  of 
the  United  States. 

The  admission  of  the  crime  as  piracy,  by  the 
law  of  nations,  would  seem  necessarily  to  subject 
the  perpetrators  of  it  to  capture^  by  the  armed  force 
of  every  nation.  And  this  might  endanger  the 
lawful  commerce  of  the  maritime  nations,  by  sub- 
jecting them  to  the  abuses  of  vexatious  searches, 
without  some  special  provision  to  guard  agaiQ.^t 
them. 

This  is  the  object  of  the  stipulations  proposed 
in  the  draught  herewith  transmitted;  requiring 
that  all  vessels  of  one  nation,  which  may  be  cap- 
tured as  slave  traders  by  the  cruisers  of  another, 
should  be  delivered  over  fur  trial  to  the  tribunals 
of  their  own  country. 

You  will  see  that  Mr.  Rush  is  instructed  to 
correspond   with  you   upon   this  subject.     If  the 


and  to  prosecute,  from  time  to  time,  such  negotia- 
tions with  the  several  maritime  Powers  of  Eu- 
rope and  America,  as  he  may  deem  expedient,  for 
the  effectual  abolition  of  the  African  slave  trade, 
and  its  ultimate  denunciation  as  piracy,  under  the 
law  of  nations,  l^y  the  consent  of  the  civilized 
world.-' 

In  pursuance  of  this  resolution,  instructions  for 
carrying  it  into  effect  have  been  given  to  the  Min- 
isters of  the  United  States  destined  to  the  Repub- 
lics of  Colombia, and  Buenos  Ayres,  and  to  the 
Minister  who  has  recently  departed  for  Spain. 
But,  as  a  negotiation  for  co-operation  to  effect  the 
suppression  of  the  African  slave  trade,  had  al- 
ready been  commenced  with  Great  Britain,  a  spe- 
cial instruction  upon  the  subject  was  forwarded 
to  Mr.  Rush,  together  with  a  full  power,  and  a 
draught  of  a  convention,  to  be  proposed,  in  sub- 
stance, to  that  Government,  and  which  he  has 
been  authorized  to  conclude. 

A  copy  of  that  instruction  and  draught  are 
herewith  enclosed  ;  the  general  terms  of  which 
you  will  communicate,  at  such  time,  and  in  such 
manner,  to  the  Imperial  Russian  Government,  as 
you  shall  think  proper. 

You  will,  also,  communicate  to  them  the  pur- 
port of  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives above  cited,  and  copies  of  the  laws  of  the 
Uaited  States  prohibiting  the  slave  trade.     You 

will  particularly  iny ite  their  attention  to  the  two  3^,,  ^4,^,,,  ,,  3;,  Eotrdt-^o.  10. 

sections  of  the  act  of  the   laih  May,  1S20,  by 

which  this  offence,  when  committed  by  citizens  of  Depart.ment  of  State, 

the  United  States,  is  subjected  to  the  penalties  of  Waahiiujton,  Aiu/.  8,  1823. 

^^^^J'  ,    ,  Sir:  At  the  close  of  the  last  session  of  Con- 

The  proposal  that  this  principle  should  be  re-  gress,  a  resolution  was  adopted,  almost  unani- 
cognised  by  the  general  consent  of  civilized  na-  ,  mously,  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  ''  That 
tions,  rtconimended  by  the  resolution  of  the  House  ]  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  requested  to 
of  Representatives,  appears  to  be  substantially  the  '  enter  upon,  and  to  prosecute,  from  time  to  time, 
same  with  that  made  by  Great  Britain,  at  the  ;  such  nesotiations  with  the  several  maritime  Powers 
Congress  of  \trona.  It  was  not  acceded  10  by  I  of  Europe  and  America  as  he  may  deem  expedient 
any  one  ot  the  other  Powers  there  as>embled,  and  |  for  the  effeclual  abolition  of  the  African  slave 
the  conferencesonthis  subject  terminated  there  ,  trade,  and  its  ultimate  denunciation  as  piracy, 
by  a  mere  renewal  ot  the  joint  declaration  against    under  the  law  of  nations,  by  the  consent  of  the 


the  conclusion  of  a  convention  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  Great  Britain,  a  communication  of 
It  to  the  Russian  Government  will  be  made  as 
soon  as  possible,  and  we  shall  propose  that  His 
Imperial  Majesty's  accession  to  it,  if  agreeable  to 
him,  shall  be  invited. 

In  the  luean  time,  you  will  informally  suggest 
to  his  Ministry,  that  it  will  be  the  desire  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  to  proceed  in 
tills  matter,  in  perfect  good  understanding  and 
harmony  with  them  ;  and  you  will  farther  inti- 
mate that,  as  this  has  now  become  a  general  con- 
cern of  the  whole  civilized  world,  and  as  Great 
Britain  is  negotiating,  Juiatly  and  stieralli/,  with 
each  and  every  of  her  allies  in  Euroi)e,  apart, 
and  again  with  them  altogether,  while  she  is  also 
separately  treating  with  us,  we  wish  it  to  be  con- 
sidered whether  it  would  not  be  expedient  on  all 
sides,  that  communications  should  be  made  to  us 
of  all  the  jointly  concerted  measures,  wiiile  they 
are  mere  proposals  ;  and  not  that  the  knowledge 
of  them  should  be  withheld  from  us,  until  they 
are  matured  into  positive  treaties. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  sir,  yours,  &c. 

JOHN  aUlNCY  ADAMS. 

Henry  Middleton, 

Envoi/,  ^c,  at  St.  Petenlurg. 


the  traffic,  of  the  Congress  at  Vienna.     So  long 
as  the  trade  shall  not  be  recognised  as  piracy  by 


civilized  world." 

In  pursuance  of  this  resolution,  instructions  for 
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carrying  it  into  effect  have  been  given  lo  the 
Ministers  of  the  United  States,  destined  to  the 
Republics  of  Colombia  and  of  Buenos  Ayres,  and 
to  the  several  Ministers  of  the  United  Slates  in 
Europe. 

As  a  negotiation  for  co-operation  to  effect  the 
suppression  of  the  slave  trade  had  already  been 
commenced  with  Great  Britain,  a  special  instruc- 
tion upon  the  subject  has  been  forwarded  to  Mr. 
Rush,  together  with  a  full  jjower,  and  a  draught  of 
a  convention  to  be  proposed  in  substance  to  the 
British  Government,  and  which  he  is  authorized 
to  conclude. 

A  necessary  preliminary  to  the  conclusion  of 
the  proposed  convention,  should  it  meet  the  assent 
of  the  British  Government,  will  be  the  enactment 
of  a  statute  declaring  the  crime  of  African  slave 
trading  piracy  by  the  British  law.  In  that  event, 
it  is  proposed,  by  proper  co-operation,  that  the 
influence  of  the  two  Powers  should  be  exerted  lo 
obtain  the  consent  of  other  nations  to  the  general 
outlawry  of  this  traffic  as  piracy.  In  the  mean 
time,  to  give  at  once  effect  to  the  concert  of  both 
nations,  it  is  proposed  that  the  armed  vessels  of 
both,  duly  authorized  and  instructed,  shall  have 
power  to  capture  the  slave-trading  vessels  which 
may  assume  the  flag  of  either,  and,  if  not  of  their 
own  nation,  to  deliver  over  the  captured  slave 
trader  to  the  officers  or  tribunals  of  his  own  coun- 
try for  trial  and  adjudication. 

This  principle  is  essential,  as  connected  with 
that  of  constituting  the  traffic  piracy  by  the  law 
of  nations.  So  long  as  the  oflence  was  consid- 
ered as  of  inferior  magnitude,  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  forbade  the  submission  of  it, 
when  charged  upon  their  citizens,  to  any  foreign 
tribunal ;  and  when  the  crime  and  the  punishment 
are  aggravated  to  involve  the  life  of  the  accused, 
it  artords  but  a  more  imperative  inducement  for 
securing  to  hirn  the  benefit  of  a  trial  by  his  coun- 
trymen and  his  peers. 

It  appears  that  at  the  conference  of  Verona  the 
proposition  was  made  by  the  British  Government 
that  the  slave  trade  should  be  recognised  and 
proclamied  as  piracy  by  the  law  of  nations.  We 
have  therefore  reason  to  hope  that  the  proposal 
now  made  to  them,  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  will  be  favorably  considered  by  them.  In 
that  case,  further  communications  on  the  subject 
with  other  Governments  will  ensue. 

In  the  mean  time,  to  fulfil  the  intentions  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  in  relation  to  the  Neth- 
erlands, you  will  communicate  to  their  Govern- 
ment a  copy  of  the  resolution,  together  with  cop- 
ies of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  prohibiting  the 
slave  trade,  with  particular  notice  of  the  two  sec- 
tions of  the  act  of  the  loth  of  May,  1820,  by  which 
the  crime  of  being  concerned  in  the  African  slave 
trade,  when  committed  by  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  is  declared  to  be  and  is  made  punishable 
as  for  piracy.  And  you  will  announce  the  readi- 
ness of  the  American  Government,  should  it  suit 
the  views  of  His  Majesty,  the  King  of  the  Neth- 
erlands, to  enter  upou  a  negotiation,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  carrying  into  effect  the  object  of  the  reso- 
lulioQ  of  the  House  of  Representatives — namely. 


the  denunciation  of  the  African   slave  trade  as 
piracy,  by  the  law  of  nations. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  sir,  yours,  <fec. 

JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS. 
Alexander  H.  Everett,  Esq., 

Charge  d^Af aires  U.  S.  to  the  Netherlands. 


Extracts  of  a  letter  (No.  6)  from  Mr.  Adams  to  Gen- 
eral Dearborn,  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister 
PknipoteiUiary  of  thi  United  States,  at  Lisbon, 
dated 

Depart.ment  of  State, 

Washington,  Aug.  14,  1823. 
"At  the  close  of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  a 
resolution  was  adopted,  almost  unanimously,  by 
the  House  of  Representatives,  '  That  the  President 
of  the  United  States  be  requested  to  enter  upon, 
and  to  prosecute,  from  time  to  time,  such  negoti- 
ations with  the  several  maritime  Powers  of  Eu- 
rope and  America  as  he  may  deem  expedient,  for 
the  effectual  abolition  of  the  African  slave  trade, 
and  its  ultimate  denunciation  as  piracy,  under 
the  law  of  nations,  by  the  consent  of  the  civilized 
world.' 

"  A  negotiation  for  concerting  measures  of  co- 
operation to  effect  the  suppression  of  the  African 
slave  trade  had  already,  for  several  years,  been 
pending  with  Great  Britain,  for  which  reason  a 
special  instruction  has  been  transmitted  to  Mr. 
Rush,  together  with  a  full  power,  and  a  draught  of 
a  convention  to  be  proposed,  in  substance,  lo  the 
British  Government,  and  which  he  is  authorized 
lo  conclude. 

''  Should  this  proposal  meet  the  assent  of  the 
British  Gjvernment,  a  necessary  preliminary  to 
the  conclusion  of  the  convention  will  be  the  pas- 
sage of  an  act  of  Parliament,  declaring  the  crime 
of  African  slave  trading,  when  committed  by 
British  subjects,  piracy.  An  act  of  Congres.s  to 
that  effect,  as  relates  to  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  has  been  in  force,  as  you  are  aware,  these 
three  years.  When  the  crime  shall  have  been 
constituted  piracy  by  the  statute  law  of  both 
countries,  each  with  reference  to  its  own  citizens 
ur  subjects,  the  principle  offered  by  the  projected 
convention  is,  that  the  armed  vessels  of  each, 
specially  empowered  and  instructed  to  that  end, 
shall  be  authorized  to  capture  slave-trading  ves- 
sels assuming  the  flag  of  the  other,  and  to  deliver 
over  the  captured  vessels  to  the  public  cruisers,  or 
to  the  tribunals  of  their  own  country,  for  trial. 
This  plan  is  offered  as  a  substitute  for  that  which 
was  offered  to  us  by  Great  Britain,  which  was 
predicated  on  the  treaties  already  concluded  be- 
tween that  Power  and  Spain,  Portugal,  and  the 
Netherlands.  The  leading  principle  of  those  trea- 
ties was  the  mutual  concession  of  the  right  of 
maritime  search,  in  lime  of  peace,  lo  the  armed 
vessels  of  both,  cruising  for  slave  traders,  and  a 
mixed  court  of  commissioners  and  arbitrators, 
sitting  in  colonial  possessions  of  the  parties,  for 
the  trial  of  the  delinquents.  To  this  system  the 
United  States  have  steadily  declined  to  accede, 
for  two  reasons:  One,  because  they  had  an  invin- 
cible repugnance  to  subject  their  merchant  vessels 
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to  the  maritime  search  of  foreign  officers,  in  time 
of  peace:  and  the  other,  because  they  could  not 
subject  their  citizens  to  the  jurisdiction  of  for- 
eign tribunals,  upon  trials  for  offences  against 
their  laws. 

"At  the  conferences  of  Verona,  the  British 
Government  appears  to  have  proposed,  that  the 
African  slave  trade  should  be  declared  piracy  by 
the  law  of  nations.  This  is  the  same  proposition 
recommended  by  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  United  States.  The  ulti- 
mate object  of  the  United  Slates  and  of  Great 
Britain,  therefore,  is  the  same. 

"  The  negotiations  suggested  by  the  resolution 
of  the  House,  must  depend,  materially,  for  their 
character  and  progress,  with  reference  to  other 
Powers,  upon  the  event  of  that  which  is  thus  pend- 
ing with  Great  Britain.  The  instructions  to  the 
Ministers  of  the  United  States  in  other  countries 
have,  therefore,  been  only  of  a  general  character. 

"  Portugal  is  the  only  maritime  Power  of  Europe 
which  has  not  yet  declared  the  African  slave  trade, 
without  exception,  unlawful.  Her  own  internal 
situation  has,  perhaps,  recently  tended  to  dimin- 
ish the  intiuence  of  those  interests,  which  have 
heretofore  prevailed  to  delay  and  postpone  her 
acquiescence  in  the  principle  of  total  proscription 
upon  that  trade.  It  is  hoped  that  she  will  not 
much  longer  resist  the  predominating  spirit  of  the 
age,  calling  so  loudly  upon  the  rulers  of  mankind 
effectually  to  put  down  the  crying  sin  of  that 
abominable  traffic. 

*'In  communicating  to  the  Portuguese  Govern- 
ment copies  of  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, and  of  the  laws  of  the  United  Slates 
prohibiting  the  slave  trade,  you  will  state,  that 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  will  be 
ready  to  enter,  at  any  time,  when  it  may  suit  the 
views  of  that  of  Portugal,  upon  the  negotiation 
contemplated  by  the  resolution."' 


Mr.  Rush  to  Mr.  Adams,  giving  him  the  suhstance  of 
a  conversation  vith  Mr.  Canning. 

[extracts.] 

London,  Odoljer  9,  1823. 

"  This  latter  subject,  (the  slave  trade.)  he  said, 
it  was  his  wish  to  take  in  hand  with  me  himself, 
and  thus  keep  it  detached  from  the  general  nego- 
tiations." 

"  Whilst  we  were  speaking  of  the  mode  of  tak- 
ing up  the  question  of  the  slave  trade,  I  did  not 
scruple  to  intimate,  even  at  this  early  stage,  that, 
unless  this  Government  was  prepared  to  say.  that 
it  would  cause  a  statute  to  be  passed,  declaring 
the  trade  by  its  own  subjects  to  be  piracy,  and  ren- 
dering it  punishable  as  such,  in  manner  as  had 
been  done  by  the  United  Slates,  that  I  was  not 
authorized  to  make  any  proposals  upon  the  sub- 
ject ;  that  this,  in  fact,  was  the  only  basis  upon 
which  it  fell  within  the  intentions  of  my  Govern- 
ment to  attempt  any  arrangement  of  the  subject 
whatever.  I  was  happy  to  hear  Mr.  Canning 
say,  in  reply,  that  he  did  not,  speaking  from  his 
first  impressions,  see  any  insurmountable  obsta- 


cle, upon  this  score,  to  our  proceeding  with  the 
subject." 

Extract  from  No.  11   of  Mr.  Sfteldon,  Charge  d^ Af- 
faires of  the  i'ui'el  S'atea  at  Paris,  to  tlte  Secretary 

of  State. 

Paris,  Od-jUr  16,  1823. 

"  In  the  same  conference,  I  also  informed  Mr. 
Chateaubriand  of  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  respecting  the  slave  trade,  which 
made  the  subject  of  your  despatch.  No.  2,  of  the 
14th  of  August.  He  repeated,  in  substance,  what 
he  had  before  staled  to  Mr.  Gallatin,  in  conversa- 
tion, viz  :  that  the  French  Government  were  sin- 
cerely desirous  of  putting  an.  end  to  that  trade, 
and  were  taking  all  the  measures  in  their  power 
to  effect  it,  by  pursuing  oflenders,  and  executing 
rigidly  the  laws  now  in  existence ;  but  that  the 
public  opinion,  generally,  in  France,  and  more  es- 
pecially in  the  Chambers,  was  against  it,  owing, 
not  only  to  the  prevalence  of  the  colonial  interest 
in  the  question,  but,  particularly,  to  the  circum- 
stances under  which  their  stipulations  with  Eng- 
land upon  this  subject  had  been  made;  so  tender 
were  they  upon  this  point,  that  the  proposition  of 
adding  new  rigors  to  their  laws,  would  be  taken 
as  a  new  concession  to  that  Power,  and,  instead 
of  being  adopted  in  the  Chambers,  would  be  more 
likely  to  provoke  an  attempt  to  repeal  the  prohib- 
itory measures  already  established,  in  order  to  rid 
themselves,  in  that  way,  of  one  of  the  charges 
imposed  upon  them  by  the  foreign  occupation  ; 
that  time  was  necessary  to  wear  away  these  im- 
pressions; and,  until  that  should  have  arrived,  no 
Minister  in  France  could  be  strong  enough,  upon 
this  point,  to  do  more  than  to  watcti  over  the  exe- 
cution of  the  laws  already  in  force,  which  they 
were  now  disposed  to  do.  fully  and  faithfully, 
and  which,  if  not  entirely  efficient,  at  least  made 
the  prosecution  of  the  trade,  under  the  French 
ilag,  hazardous  and  difficult. 

At  present,  therefore,  it  is  not  probable  that 
France  will  consent  to  the  proposal  of  the  Presi- 
dent, to  enter  upon  the  negotiations  contemplated 
by  ttie  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
I  have,  however,  made  the  proposal,  in  obedience 
to  your  directions ;  and  have  the  honor  to  enclosea 
copy  of  the  letter  to  Viscount  de  Chateaubriand, 
in  which  I  have  communicated  to  hiui  that  reso- 
lution." 


Extracts  from  No.  14  of  Mr.  Shelion.  Charge  d' Af- 
faires, to  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated 

Paris,  Noremler  5,  1823. 

"I  have  received  answers  from  Viscount  de 
Chateaubriand,  on  the  subject  of  the  new  and 
more  effective  measures  pro|>osed  against  the  slave 
trade." 

"  On  the  subject  of  the  slave  trade,  the  answer 
manifests  a  disposition  to  adopt  such  new  provi- 
sions as  may  be  found  necessary,  for  its  more  effec- 
tual suppression  ;  and  this  disposition  really  ex- 
ists ;  but,  after  what  Mr.  de  Chateaubriand  had 
stated  in  conversation,  and  which  I  have  already 
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communicated,  these  new  and  more  rigorous  le- 
gislative provisions  can  only  be  introduced  gradu- 
ally, and  some  time  will  be  required  for  eflecting 
tliat  purpose." 


Mr.  Sheldon  to  the  Viscount  de  Chateavbriand. 

Paris,  October  15,  1823. 

Sir  :  The  Minister  of  the  United  States  to  this 
Court  had,  some  time  before  he  left  Paris,  trans- 
mitted to  your  Excellency  copies  of  the  laws  suc- 
cessively adopted  by  the  United  States  for  the 
suppression  of  the  slave  trade.  This  communica- 
tion was  intended  for  the  special  purpose  of  mak- 
ing the  French  Government  acquainted  with  the 
fact,  that,  $0  far  as  the  United  States  were  con- 
cerned, their  legislation  upon  this  subject  had  been 
ineffectual ;  that  their  laws  had  been  violated, 
and  the  trade  had  continued,  until  they  had  de- 
nounced against  it  the  highest  punishment  that  a 
human  tribunal  can  inflict.  Since  it  has  been 
declared  to  be  piracy,  and  punishable  with  death, 
the  American  flag  has  no  longer  been  soiled 
with  it. 

At  the  last  session  of  Congress,  that  body,  de- 
sirous that  the  co-operation  of  the  other  maritime 
Powers  might  be  obtained  in  measures  which  we 
had  found  to  be  so  effectual,  formally  requested 
the  President  to  enter  upon,  and  prosecute,  nego- 
iiation.s  with  those  Powers,  to  that  end.  I  have 
the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  the  resolution 
adopted,  with  great  unanimity,  by  the  House  of 
Representatives,  upon  that  subject ;  and  I  am  di- 
rected to  declare,  that  the  President  is  ready  to 
enter  upon  the  negotiation  contemplated  by  it 
with  France,  whenever  it  rnay  be  agreeable  to 
her.  Instructions  to  the  same  effect  have  been 
given  to  all  the  Ministers  of  the  United  States  ac- 
credited to  foreign  Powers,  and  the  favorable  re- 
sults which  are  hoped  from  them  will  be  made 
known,  at  the  earliest  opportunities,  to  the  French 
Government.  It  may  be  expected  that  a  co-ope- 
ration in  measures  equally  effectual  with  those 
heretofore  brought  forward  for  the  suppression  of 
this  trade,  and  not  open  to  similar  objections,  will 
be  generally  and  readily  afforded. 

1  beg  to  offer  to  your  Excellency  the  renewed 
assurances,  &,c. 

D.  SHELDON. 


consideration.  I  have  requested  the  Keeper  of 
the  Seals  to  review,  with  great  care,  the  laws 
and  ordinances  which  have  been  made  in  France 
for  obtaining  the  abolition  of  the  trade;  to  cer- 
tify, after  this  examination,  in  what  points  they 
may  be  insufficient,  and  to  propose,  for  complet- 
ing them,  in  case  of  need,  all  the  new  dispositions 
which  might  accord  with  the  independence  and 
rights  of  the  flag,  and  which  might  appear  most 
proper  to  assure,  in  France,  in  an  efficacious  man- 
ner, the  absolute  cessation  of  a  traffic  so  contrary 
to  the  rights  of  humanity. 
Accept,  sir,  the  assurances,  &c. 

CHATEAUBRIAND. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Everett,  Charge  d* Af- 
faires, to  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated  . 

"  Brussels,  Noveviber  20,  1823. 

"  I  have  received  from  the  Baron  de  Nagell  a 
preliminary  answer  to  mv  note  of  the  7th,  upoQ 
the  slave  trade,  of  which  1  have  the  honor  to  en- 
close a  copy." 


[translation.) 
VifcourU  de  CluUtaiibriarul  to  Mr.  Sheldon. 

Paris,  October  29,  1823. 

Sir  :  You  did  me  the  honor  of  writing  me,  on 
the  15th  of  this  month,  that  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  had  only  attained  the  effectual 
suppression  of  the  slave  trade  by  making  it  piracy, 
and  by  rendering  those  guilty  of  it  liable  to  the 
same  punishment.  You  have,  at  the  same  time, 
informed  me,  that  that  Governracnt  was  disposed 
to  co-operate  with  the  other  Powers,  by  negotia- 
tions, to  attain,  by  the  same  means,  the  complete 
and  general  abolition  of  this  traffic.  i 

The  communication  which  you   did   me   the  | 
honor  to  adJres>  to  me,  cannot   but  Je.-vrve  great  i 


[translation.] 
Mr.  Ecerett  to  Baron  de  Nagell. 

Brussels,  November  7,  1823. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  subjoin,  to  your  Ex- 
cellency, by  order  of  cfty  Government,  a  printed 
copy  01  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  whjch  for- 
bid their  citizens  to  pursue  tne  slave  trade  ;  kiso, 
a  copy  of  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, of  the  8th  of  February,  1823,  by  which 
the  President  is  requested  to  concert,  with  the 
maritime  Powers  of  Europe,  and  of  America,  the 
measures  which  may  be  most  proper  to  effect  the 
abolition  of  that  trade,  and  to  make  it,  by  the  uni- 
versal consent  of  the  civilized  world,  equivalent 
to  the  crime  of  piracy. 

Your  Excellency  will  remark,  that  it  is  already 
viewed  in  this  light  by  the  laws  of  the  United 
States.  The  act  of  15th  March,  1820,  declares, 
(section  4  and  5,)  that  the  persons  subject  to  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Republic,  who  shall  be  engaged 
in  the  slave  trade,  either  by  seizing  these  unfortu- 
nates, by  force  or  fraud,  and  carrying  them  on 
board  their  vessels,  or  by  keeping  them  there,  and 
making  them  an  object  of  traffic,  shall  be  deemed 
pirates,  and  punished  with  death. 

In  fact,  this  pretended  commerce  bears  all  the 
characteristics  of  piracy:  that  is,  of  felony  com- 
mitted on  the  sea.  And,  as  it  has  been  denounced 
as  a  crime  by  the  greater  part  of  civilized  nations, 
it  ought  to  fall  into  the  particular  class  of  crimes 
to  which  it  naturally  belongs,  and  undergo  the 
penalties  which  the  usage  and  the  law  of  nations 
impose  upon  them.  An  unanimous  declaration 
of  the  Christian  Powers,  to  this  effect,  would  in- 
evitably produce  the  entire  cessation  of  the  trade. 
The  public  ships  of  each  Power  would  then  be 
authorized,  by  the  law  of  nations,  to  cruise  against 
the  persons  who  might  be  engaged  in  it,  without 
regard  to  the  color  of  the  flag  with  which  they 
might  pretend  to  be  sheltered.  Whilst,  if  the 
trade  is  only  regarded,  in   eac.'i  country,  as  an 


:j 


\\ 


tJ 


3035 


APPENDIX. 


3036 


3037 


APPENDIX. 


3038 


Intercourse  %oith  Porttujal. 


InUrcottrse  with  Pcrtugal. 


\] 


offence  against  the  municipal  laws,  it  would  be 
lawful  for  any  one  nation  alone,  by  permitting  it, 
to  afford  an  asylum  under  its  flag  to  the  pirates  of 
all  the  others. 

The  known  character  of  the  King,  and  the  zeal 
which  His  Majesty  has  already  displayed  in  his 
efforts  to  bring  about  the  abolition  of  this  infa- 
mous commerce,  furnij^hes  a  presumption  to  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  that  that  of  the 
Low  Countries  will  voluntarily  co-operate  with  it 
to  that  effect.  In  communicating  to  your  Excel- 
lency the  subjoined  papers,  and  in  praying  that 
you  will  be  pleased  to  lay  them  before  the  King, 
I  am  charged  to  announce  to  him  the  desire  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  obtain  the 
co-operation  of  His  Majesty  in  this  work  of  jus- 
tice, and  to  establish  a  concert  between  the  two 
Powers,  in  the  measures  which  they  may  pursue, 
ID  common,  to  render  the  slave  trade  equivalent 
to  the  crime  of  piracy,  by  the  universal  consent  of 
the  Christian  world. 

I  eagerly  embrace  this  occasion  to  renew  to  your 
Excellency  the  homage  of  my  most  distinguished 
consideration. 

A.  H.  EVEPvETT. 


[translation.] 
Barm  de  Nagell  to  Mr.  Everett. 

Brussels,  Nov.  13,  1823. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  note  of  the  Tih  of  this  mouth,  con- 
taining some  propositions  in  regard  to  the  slave 
trade,  and  to  inform  you  that,  without  delay,  I 
laid  this  paper,  and  its  enclosures,  before  the 
King. 

I  shall  hasten  to  impart  to  you  the  determina- 
tion of  His. Majesty,  as  soon  as  I  shall  have  been 
informed  of  it;  and,  in  the  meantime,  I  seize  this 
opportunity  to  renew  the  assurance  of  my  distin- 
guished consideration. 

A.  W.  C.  DE  NAGELL. 


INTERCOURSE  WITH    PORTUG.\L. 

[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  May  10,  1824.] 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  : 

I  communicate  herewith,  to  the  Senate,  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  the  documents 
relating  to  the  present  state  of  the  commercial  in- 
tercourse between  the  United  States  and  Portu- 
gal, requested  by  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of 
the  13ih  ultimo. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Washington,  Mayl^  1824. 


Minister  of  the  United  States,  at  the  Court  of 
Lisbon  with  the  Government  of  Portugal,  as  has 
reference  to  the  commercial  relations  between  the 
two  countries,  together  with  such  other  informa- 
tion, connected  therewith,  as  might  be  in  posses- 
sion of  the  Government;  and  which,  in  his  opin- 
ion, might,  without  injury  to  the  public  interests, 
be  made  known,  has  the  honor  of  submitting  to 
the  President  the  papers  required  by  the  said 
resolution. 

JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS. 


Department  of  State, 

li'ashmjton,  Ma;/  6,  1S24. 
The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States 
of  the  13th  of  April  last,  requesting  that  the  Presi- 
dent would  cau>e  to  be  communicated  to  the 
Senate,  so  much  of  the  correspondence  of  the 
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Mr.  Adams  to  General  Dearborn,  25lh   June,   1822 
Mr.  Correa  de  Serra  to  Mr.  Adams,  4th  June,  1820. 

Copy. 
Mr.  Correa  de  Serra  to  Mr.  Adam.s.  8th  June,  1820. 
Mr.  Correa  de  tiierra  to  Mr.  Adams,  Kith  July,  1820. 
Mr.  Adams  to  .Mr.  Correa  de  Serra,  20th  July,  1820. 
Mr.  Correa  de  Serra  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  26th 

August,  1820. 
Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Correa  de  Serra,  30th  Sept.,  1820. 
Mr.  Correa  de  Serra  to  Mr.  Adams,  yth  Nov.,  1820. 
Mr.  Amado  Grehoii  to   Mr.  Adams,  4th  Dec,  1820, 

with  enclosures.     Translations. 
Mr.  Amado  Grehon  to  Mr.  Adams,   14lh  Dec,  1820, 

with  an  enclosure.     Translation. 
Mr.  Amado  Grehon  to   Mr.  Adams,    1st  April,  1822. 

Trancilalion. 
Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Grehon.  30th  April,  1S22.     Copy. 
Mr.  Grehon  to  Mr.  Adams,  3d  May,  1822.   Translation. 
Mr.  Grehon  to  Mr.  .\dam8,  6th  .May,  1822. 
General  Dearborn  to  Mr.  Adams,  28th  August.  1822. 

Extract. 
General  Dearborn  to  Mr.  Adams,    10th  October,  1822. 
Project  of  Convention.     Copy. 
General   Dearborn  to   Mr.    Adams,    13ih    Dec,  1322. 

Extract. 
General  Dearborn  to  Mr.  Adams,  30th  January.  1823. 
General  Dearborn  to  Mr.  Adams,  20th  Feb.,  1823. 
General  Dearborn  to  Mr.  Adams,  3d  March,  1823. 
General  Dearborn  to  Mr.  Adams,  24th  March,  1823. 
General  Dearborn  to  Mr.  Adams.  4ih  June,  1823. 
General  Dearborn  to  Mr.  Adams,  29tb  June,  1823. 
General  Dearborn  to  Count  de  Lapa,  8ih  March,  1823 
Count  de  Lapa  to  General  Dearborn,  12th  March.  1823. 
General  Dearborn  to  Mr.  Pinheiro,  18lh  April,   1923 
Mr.  Penheiro   to  General    Dearborn.  2d    May,    1823. 

Translation. 
General    Dearborn   to   Mr.   .\daras,    15th  July,  1823 

Extract. 
General  Dearborn  to  the  Marquis  Palraella.  I5th  July, 

1823. 
Marquis  de  Palmella  to  General  Dearborn,  10th  July, 
,       1823.     Translation. 

General    Dearborn    to    Mr.   Adams,  2lat  July,    1823 
\       Extract. 

I  General  Dearborn  to  Mr.  Adams.  25th  Octob«r,  1823. 

j  General  Dearborn  to  Mr.  Adams,  7th  November,  1823. 

General  Dearborn  to  Marquis  Palmella,  7th  Novera- 

I       ber,  1823.      Copy. 

General    Dearborn  to   Mr.   Adams,  27th  Nov.,  1833. 

Extract. 
Project  of  a  Treaty. 

General  Dearborn  to  Mr.  Adams,  26th  January.  1821. 
Extract. 
'  General   Dearborn  to  Mr.  Adams,  4th  March,  1823. 
Extract. 


Mr.  Adams  to  General  Dearborn. 

General  H.  Df:A»Boa?r,  appointed   Envoy   Extraordi 
nary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  the  Court  of 
Portugal,  at  Lisbon. 

Depart.ment  of  State, 

Washiiujlon,  June  25,  1822. 

Sih:  The  political  and  commercial  relations 
between  the  United  States  and  Portugal,  hav^ 
always  been  of  an  interesting  character.  By  the 
revolution  iu  the  Government  of  that  country,  re^ 
cently  consummated,  aud  by  the  return  of  the 
King,  and  part  of  his  Court  and  family,  to  Eu- 
rope, they  have  been,  and  may  be  further  affected 
in  a  manner  to  require  the  agency  of  a  person,  not 
only  generally  conversant  with  the  intercourse 
which  has  heretofore  subsisted  between  the  twc| 
countries,  but  by  long  experience  in  the  public  aft 
fairs  of  this  Union,  and  a  familiar  acquaintance 
with  its  interests,  qualified  to  represent  them  at  a 
tirue,  and  under  circumstances  in  many  respecti 
critical.  Fully  acquainted  with  your  long  and 
faithful  services  to  this  Union  in  some  of  ii^ 
highest  trusts,  the  President  has  been  induced,  byi 
these  considerations,  to  invite  your  co-operatioii 
again  in  the  public  service,  and  has  learnt,  with 
great  satisfaction,  your  acceptance  of  the  appoint^ 
ment  of  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Pleni4 
poteniiary  to  Portugal.  .  i 

Independently  of  the  changes  in  the  diplomalifl 
relations  of  the  two  countries,  which  have  resulted 
from  the  removal  of  the  King  from  Rio  de  Janeird 
to  Lisbon,  otht-r  accidental  circumstances  have 
concurred  to  cause  some  irregularity  and  disorde^ 
in  them.  In  the  Spring  of  the  year  1819,  Mrl 
John  Graham  was  appointed  Minister  Plenipo4 
tenliary  of  the  United  IStates  to  the  Court  of  Bra4 
zil,  to  .succeed  Mr.  Thomas  Sumpter,  junior,  whd 
had  resided  there  in  that  capacity  almost  from  th^ 
time  of  the  transfer  of  the  Portugue.se  Govern-i 
ment  thither.  Mr.  Graham,  within  little  more 
than  a  year  from  the  time  of  his  departure  on  thai 
mission  from  the  United  States,  was  compelled 
to  return  home,  and  barely  lived  to  reach  thu 
country. 

About  the  same  time,  the  Chevalier  Correa  de 
Serra,  who  had  for  several  years  resided  as  the 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  Portugal  m  this  coun- 
try, was  recalled,  and  left  the  United  States.  A 
resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  m 
March,  1821,  recommended  to  the  President  the| 
appointment  of  a  Minister  to  the  Court  of  Brazil, 
but  the  return  of  the  King  of  Portugal  to  Europe! 
very  shortly  afterwards,  rendered  the  compliance 
with  this  resolution  unavailing. 

The  departure  of  that  Prince  from  Rio  de 
Janeiro  had  been  preceded  by  various  movements 
of  a  revolutionary  character',  as  well  there,  as  in 
Portugal.  He  had,  immediately  before  embarks 
ing,  appointed  as  W\%  Minister  to  the  United 
Slates,  the  person  who,  since  his  arrival  in  Eu- 
rope, ha>  acted  as  his  Secretary  of  State  for  For- 
eign Affairs.  And  it  appears  that,  since  the  revo- 
lution there,  which  has  invested  the  Cortes  with 
a  principal  portion  of  the  sovereign  authority,  the 
policy  of  maintaining  Miuisiers  of  the  Plenipo- 


tentiary rank  from  that  country  has  been  sus- 
pended. A  Charge  d'Affaires  has  been  appointed 
to  repair  to  Washington,  but  has  not  yet  arrived. 
In  the  mean  time,  that  office  has  been  discharged 
by  the  Chevalier  Amado  Grehon,  who  had  been 
Secretary  of  Legation  to  Mr.  Correa,  and  recently 
a  Mr.  Dacosta  has  been  here,  and  announced 
himself  as  attached  to  the  Legation,  and  to  exer- 
cise the  powers  of  Consul  General. 

The  usual  diplomatic  intercourse  between  the 
United  States  and  Portugal  has  thus  been  for  the 
last  three  years  in  a  great  measure  suspended  : 
Nor  is  it  probable  that  the  mission  of  the  United 
States  now  instituted,  will  be  of  long  duration. 
There  are  objects,  political  and  commercial, 
which  require  its  most  serious  attention,  and 
which  it  is  hoped  may  be  adjusted  satisfactorily 
to  both  countries,  by  your  intervention. 

After  the  invasion  by  the  Brazilian  Portuguese 
Government  of  Montevideo,  and  the  eastern  shore 
of  the  river  La  Plata,  a  revolutionary  Grovern- 
ment,  under  the  name  of  the  Oriental  Republic  of 
La  Plata,  and  subject  to  the  authority  of  a  mili- 
tary chief,  named  Artigas,  for  several  years  main- 
tained a  defensive  war,  at  once  against  them,  and 
against  the  rival  Revolutionary  Republic,  styled 
the  United  Provinces  of  La  Plata.  The  latter, 
the  seat  of  Government  of  which  wa?  at  Buenos 
Ayres,  never  came  to  a  state  of  declared  war  with 
Portugal,  but  the  Republic  of  Artigas  did,  and 
that  commander  i>sued  commissions  for  priva- 
teers and  letters  of  marque,  against  the  Portu- 
guese, under  which,  the  commerce  of  that  nation 
was,  for  three  or  four  years,  much  annoyed.  Of 
the  captures  made  by  these  privateers,  several 
were  brought  into  the  ports  of  the  United  States, 
and  frequent  complaints  were  received  from  Mr. 
Correa,  that  some  of  the  privateers  were  fitted  out 
within  the  United  States,  and  partly  manned  by 
their  citizens.  To  these  complaints  every  atten- 
tion, compatible  with  the  rights  of  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  and  with  the  laws  of  nations, 
was  paid  by  this  Government.  The  laws  for 
securing  the  faithful  performance  of  the  duties  of 
neutrality  were  revived  and  enforced.  Decrees  of 
restitution  were  pronounced  by  the  judicial  tribu- 
nals in  all  cases  of  Portuguese  captured  vessels, 
brought  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
States:  And  all  the  measures,  within  the  compe- 
tency of  the  Executive,  were  taken  by  that  de- 
partment of  the  Government  for  repressing  the 
fitting  out  of  privateers  from  our  ports,  and  the 
enlisting  of  our  citizens  in  thera. 

These  measures,  however,  do  not  appear  to 
have  been  altogether  satisfactory  to  the  Portuguese 
Government,  doubtless,  because  they  were  not 
sufficiently  understood  by  them.  Shortly  before 
the. Chevalier  Correa  de  Serra  left  the  United 
States,  he  addressed  to  this  Department  several 
notes,  copies  of  which,  as  well  as  of  two  subse- 
quent notes  from  Mr.  Amado,  are  herewith  en- 
closed, containing  lists  of  Portuguese  vessels  cap- 
tured by  privateers,  alleged  to  have  been  fitted  out 
in  the  United  Slates,  or  partly  officered  and 
manned  by  citizens  of  this  country.  To  these 
lists  were  added  claims  of  indemnity  to  a  large 
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amount  upon  the  United  States,  for  the  value  of  I 
these  vesiiels  and  cargoes;  and  with  them  was  | 
connected  a  demand  for  the  appointment  of  a  jomt  ; 
commission,  to  be  appointed  by  the  two  Govern-  i 
raents,  to  determine  and  assess  the  amount  of  j 
damages  to  be  paid  by  the  United  States  for  these  I 
captures.  As  there  was  no  precedent  for  the  ap-  j 
pointment  of  such  a  commission  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, and  as  not  a  single  case  of  capture 
had  been  alleged,  for  which  the  United  Slates  were  | 
ju^tly  responsible,  this  proposal  was,  of  course,  { 
denied;  and  nothing  further  was  heard  upon  the  ' 
subject,  until  the  1st  of  April  last,  when  a  note  [ 
was  received  from  the  present  Charge  d'Atfaires  ; 
of  Portugal,  leading  to  a  correspondence,  copies  of  ! 
which  are  now  furnished  you.  I 

Among  the  first  and  most  important  objects  of  | 
your  mission,  will  be  the  charge  of  reviewing  the  ■ 
whole  course  of  this  correspondence,  from  the 
time  when  the  proposition  for  the  appointment  of  | 
Commissioners  was  made  by  the  Chevalier  Cor-  ! 
rea  de  Serra.  The  President  wishes  that  this  ! 
service  should  be  performed  in  the  most  concilia-  i 
tory  manner,  and  with  all  possible  regard  to  the 
feelings  of  the  Portuguese  Government. 

It  will,  however,  not   be   necessary  that  you 
should  commence  the  correspondence  with  them.  ■ 
The  menace  of  retaliation  by  commercial  regula-  i 
lions  favoring  the  trade  of  other  nations,  it  can  j 
scarcely  be  supposed  was  intended  to  be  carried  i 
into  eflect;  for  it  would  not  be  less  impolitic  than  i 
unjust;  and  with  the  ejcperience  which  they  have  ! 
of  the  pernicious  consequences  of  granting  lavors  I 
to  one  nation  to  the  detriment  of  others,  it  ib  in- 
credible,  that,  under  a  Government  in  which  the  | 
public  interest  is  felt  through  the  medium  of  a  ! 
popular  representation,  resentments,  in  themselves 
so  unfounded,  should  be  indulged,  by  measures  so 
injudicious  and  self-annoying. 

You  will,  nevertheless,  attentively  watch,  and 
forthwith  report,  any  measure  which  may  be 
adopted,  or  even  specitically  contemplated,  of  that 
character;  and  you  will  observe  the  disposition 
and  temper  of  understanding  between  the  Portu- 
guese Government,  as  now  constituted,  and  those 
of  the  other  Powers  of  Europe.  It  is  believed 
that  they  have  no  Ministers  at  present  residing  in 
any  part  of  Europe,  nor  Ministers  from  any  Euro- 
pean Government  residing  with  them.  Some  of 
the  Allies  have  not  yet  recognised  their  revolu- 
tionary movement,  and  all  nave  manifested,  in 
some  form,  their  dissatisfaction  with  it.  These 
prejudices,  it  is  probable,  will  gradually  subside, 
and  the  usual  intercourse  between  them  and  the 
rest  of  Europe,  will  be  restored.  While  iis  inter- 
ruption continues.  It  is  scarcely  to  be  apprehended 
that  they  will  adopt  measures  of  rigor  and  injus- 
tice towards  the  nation  which  is  the  hrst  to  sym- 
pathize with  them. 

With  regard  to  the  proposal  contained  in  the 
letter  from  Mr.  Amado,  of  the  Isi  of  April,  of  a 
treaty  of  commerce,  in  which  special  advantages 
shall  be  granted  to  the  United  Slates,  even  it  it 
were  offered  by  itself,  and  separately  from  the  in- 
admissible condition  connected  with  it,  we  should 
not  consider  it  as  desirable,  or  compaiible  wil'.i  the 


true  policy  of  either  nation.  We  have  never 
sought  exclusive  advantages  in  our  treaties  witU 
any  foreign  nation.  The  policy  of  the  United 
States,  on  the  contrary,  has  invariably  been  to 
form  its  commercial  institution.s  and  engagements 
on  the  broadest  and  most  liberal  principles  of  re- 
ciprocity. We  are  neither  solicitous,  nor  unwill- 
ing to  treat  with  Portugal  upon  subjects  of  com- 
merce; but  if  we  do  treat  it  must  be  upon  those 
principles,  and  in  conformity  with  them.  The 
Convention  of  3d  July,  1815,  with  Great  Britain, 
so  far  as  it  goes,  exhibits  the  system  upon  which 
we  are  desirous  of  settling  our  commercial  arrange- 
ments with  other  nations,  and  the  only  one  upon 
which  we  should  be  inclined  to  treat  with  Por- 
tugal. 

We  have  seen  in  the  public  journals,  accounts 
purporting  some  dissatisfaction  in  the  Island  of 
Madeira,  at  the  rates  of  duties  levied  in  the  United 
States  upon  its  wines.  They  are,  however,  mod- 
erate when  considered  in  reference  to  the  compara- 
tive prices  of  the  article;  and  still  more  so,  when 
compared  with  the  duties  levied  upon  the  same 
article  in  Great  Britain.  There  is,  indeed,  no 
other  country,  except  Great  Britain,  which  im- 
ports and  consumes  the  wines  of  Madeira,  in  quan- 
tities comparable  to  those  taken  by  the  United 
States. 

The  connexion  between  the  kingdom  of  Por- 
tugal and  that  of  Brazil,  has  already  been  greatly 
affected  by  revolutionary  movements  in  both  coun- 
tries. It  can  scarcely  fail,  within  no  distant  pe- 
riod, to  be  more  so.  It  is  not  conceivable  that 
Brazil  should  ever  again  be  subjected  to  the  colo- 
nial state,  nor  is  it  likely  long  to  submit  to  any 
direct  control  from  a  Government  so  distant  from 
it.  Information  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Cortes 
on  this  subject,  especially  so  far  as  they  may  affect 
our  commercial  intercourse  with  Brazil,  will  be 
desirable,  whenever,  and  with  as  much  accuracy 
as  you  can  obtain  it. 

I  am,  with  great  respect, 

JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS. 


E.NCL0SCRE8. 

Mr.  Correa  de  Sena  to  the  Sec 

ry  of  State,  June  4,  1820. 

Do 

do 

June  8,  1620. 

Do 

do 

July  16,  1820. 

Do 

do 

Aug.  26, 1820. 

Do 

do 

Nov.  9,  1820. 

Mr.  Aroada  to 

do 

Dec.   4,  1820. 

Do 

do 

Dec.  14,  1820. 

Do 

do 

April  1,  1820. 

Do 

do 

Mav   3,  1820. 

Do 

do 

May    5,  1820. 

Secretary  of  Sute  to  Mr.  Correa  de  Serra,  July  '20,  1820. 

Do  do  Sept.  30, 1820. 

Mr.  Amado  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  April  30, 1822. 


Ml.  Joseph  Correa  de  Snra  to  (he  Secretary  of  State. 
Philadelphia.  June  4,  1820. 
Sir  :  Mr.  Joachim  Barozzo  Pereia,  appointed 
by  my  Sovereign  Consul  General  of  Portugal,  in 
lhe>e  United  States,  is  arrived  in  Philadelphia, 
and  has  shown  me  his  commission,  accompanied 
by  the  official  communication  from  the  Minister 
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of  Foreign  Affairs.  I  have,  consequently,  the 
honor  of  presenting  him  to  this  Government  in 
that  capacity,  and  request  the  exequatur  of  the 
President  to  his  commission.  I  present,  also,  Mr. 
Henry  Hutton,  as  Vice  Consul  of  Portugal,  in 
the  port  of  New  Orleans,  and  all  the  others  of  the 
United  States  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  request 
the  necessary  exequatur. 

Permit  me,  sir,  to  profit  of  this  occasion,  to  offer 
my  thanks  to  this  Government  for  the  law  that 
prohibits  the  entrance  of  privateers  in  the  most 
important  ports  of  the  Union,  and  for  the  other 
that  declares  piracy  the  landing  and  committing 
outrages  ashore  in  foreign  lands.  I  acknowledge 
the  salutary  influence  of  the  Executive  in  obtain- 
ing these  ameliorations.  The  courts  of  justice 
also  seem  to  take  a  more  adequate  view  of  the 
practices  about  which  I  have  been  forced  to  im- 
portunate this  Government  by  my  reiterated  com- 
plaints. At  least,  henceforward,  those  who  en- 
gage in  such  pursuits  will  have  in  prospect  a  lesser 
chance  of  impunity. 

Undoubtedly,  the  aforesaid  provisions  will  di- 
minish the  evil,  but  something  remains  still  to  be 
done  to  suppress  it  entirely,  in  the  full  persuasion 
of  the  sincere  wishes  of  this  Government  to  put  a 
final  stop  to  practices  so  contrary  to  the  friendly 
intercourse  between  our  two  nations,  I  propose  tp 
have  the  honor  of  submitting  to  your  considera|- 
tion  my  views  on  this  subject,  in  the  occasion  (if 
personally  paying  my  respects  to  you,  and  taking 
my  leave  previous  to  my^^visit  to  the  Brazil. 

I  bi'g  the  acceptance  of  the  renewed  assurances 
of  the  high  consideration  and  respect,  wiih  which 
I  am,  dec. 

J.  CORREA  DE  SERRA. 


I  beg  you  to  accept  the  renewed  assurances  of 
my  high  consideration  and  respect. 

J.  CORREA  DE  SERRA. 


Jdr.  Joseph  Correa  de  Serra  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 
Philadelphia,  June  8, 1820. 

Sir:  I  think  it  my  duty  to  represent  to  this 
Government  that  the  Portuguese  ship  Montalagre 
was  brought  to  Baltimore  twenty-two  months  ago, 
a  prize  to  a  io-called  Artigan  privateer,  and  has 
been  all  this  time  the  subject  of  litigation  with 
the  Artigan  captors,  American  citizens.  Past 
things  are  not  intended  to  be  in  any  way  the  ob- 
ject of  this  communication,  but  merely  the  pre- 
vention of  future  evil.  In  the  first  of  this  month 
this  thip  was  sold  by  judicial  authority  in  Balti- 
more, under  the  hammer,  to  Captain  Chase,  a  no- 
torious privateersman,  standing  under  an  indict- 
ment of  piracy.  It  is  to  be  immediately  fitted  as 
a  privateer,  (and  a  formidable  one  it  will  prove, 
by  its  size  and  strength,  which  are  those  of  a  good 
frigate,)  to  cruise  against  the  Portuguese  India- 
men,  and  the  command  of  it  to  be  given,  as  it  is 
assured,  to  the  notorious  Captain  Taylor. 

I  have  not  the  least  doubt  that  the  Supreme  Ex- 
ecutive ot  this  nation  has  both  the  power  and  the 
will  of  putting  a  stop  to  this  hostile  armament, 
particularly  when,  as  in  this  case,  he  has  timely 
information,  which  will  be  successively  put  under 
his  eyes,  at  every  stage  of  this  inimical  attempt 
on  the  Portuguese  commerce. 

18th  Con.  Ist  Se39.— 96  i 


Mr.  Joseph  Correa  de  Serra  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 
W1L.MINOTON,  Juiy  16,  1820. 
Sir  :  I  am  ordered  by  my  Sovereign  to  lay  be- 
fore this   Government  the  names  and   value  of 
nineteen  Portuguese  ships,  and  their  cargoes,  taken 
by  private  armed  ships,  fitted  in  the  ports  of  the 
Union  by  citizens  of  these  States.     The  values 
have  been  ascertained  by  the  proper  courts-of  jus- 
tice, and  revised  wilh  all   care  and  attention  by 
the  Royal  Board  of  Commerce.     In  proportion 
as  the  value  of  the  other  ships  stolen  is  in  the 
same  manner  ascertained,  their  names,  and  the  " 
amount  of  losses,  will  be  laid  before  this  Govern- 
ment. 

His  Majesty,  consistently  with  his  friendly  and 
equitable  sentiments  towards  the  United  States, 
wishes  that  this  affrir  be  treated  with  all  that 
candor  and  conciliating  dignified  spirit' that  be- 
comes two  Powers  who  feel  mutual  esteem,  and 
have  a  proper  sense  of  their  moral  integrity. 
In  this  spirit  I  have  the  honor  to  propose  to  this 
Government  to  appoint  commissioners  on  their 
side,  with  full  powers  to  confer  and  agree  with 
His  Majesty's  Ministers  in  what  reason  and  jus- 
tice demand.  It  is  not  expected  that  a  Govern- 
ment who,  on  every  occasion,  has  so  steadily  and 
nobly  protected  the  just  pretensions  of  its  own 
citizens,  like  that  of  the  United  States,  may  have 
the  lea>t  difficulty  in  concurring  with  such  can- 
did views  of  a  Sovereign,  who  feels  equally  wilh 
them  what  he  owes  to  himself  in  the  protection 
of  his  subjects. 

The  ships  are  the  following:  1.  D.  Pedro  de 
Alcantara.  2.  S.  Joao  Baptista.  3.  D.  Miguel 
Torjaz.  4.  Sa.  Maria  Vencedora.  5.  Thalia. 
6.  S.  Joao  Protector.  7.  Montalegre.  8.  Luiza. 
9.  Logo  the  Direy.  10.  Lord  Wellington.  11. 
Ninfa  deLisboa.  12.  General  Sampaio.  13.  Pe- 
rola.  14.  Pacquettede  Porto.  15.  Conde  de  Ca- 
valleiros.  16.  Globo.  17.  Carlota.  IS.  Flora. 
19.  Sra.  da  Piedade. 

The  amount  of  their  value  which  is  reclaimed, 
is  four  hundred  ninety-two  thousand  nine  hundred 
eighteen  milreas,  which,  at  the  common  and  gene- 
ral rate  of  the  milreas  in  your  market,  is  equal  to 
six  hundred  sixteen  thousand  one  hundred  fifty- 
eight  dollars. 

I  am  proceeding  to  an  excursion  in  the  moun- 
tains, at  the  end  of  which,  I  intend  having  the 
honor  of  seeing  you  in  Washington.  The  reason 
of  my  mentioning  this  is,  because  a  written  an- 
swer, which  you  might  possibly  give  to  this  com- 
munication, would  naturally  miss  me. 

I   beg  you,  sir,  to  receive  ihe  assurances,  dec. 
J.  CORREA  DE  SERRA. 


Mr.  Adams  to  (he  Chevalier  Joseph  Correa  de  Serra. 
Depart.ment  of  State, 

Wai>hmgton,  July  20,  1820. 

Sir:  I  have  had   the  honor  of  receiving  your 
notes  of  the  4th  and  8th  ultimo. 


.  • 
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The  exequaturs  for  Mr.  Pereira,  as  Consul  Gen- 
eral of  Portugal,  and  of  Mr.  Hutlon,  as  Consul  at 
New  Orleans,  and  the  other  ports  of  the  United 
States  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  have  been  made, 
and  transmitted  to  you. 

The  acts  of  Congress  to  which  you  refer,  in  the 
first  of  these  notes,  may  be  justly  considered  as 
affording  the  most  decisive  proofs  of  the  determi- 
nation both  of  the  Legislature  and  Executive,  to 
discharge,  with  the  utmost  fidelity,  all  their  duties 
towards  friendly  nations,  and  particularly  towards 
that  whose  representative  you  are.  In  remarking 
that  the  section  of  the  statute  for  the  further  pun- 
ishment of  piracy,  which  brings  the  landing  and 
committing  acts  of  robbery  on  a  foreign  shore 
•  within  the  definition  and  penalties  of  that  crime, 
was  obviously  suggested  by  a  case  of  that  descrip- 
tion which  bad  occurred  in  a  Portuguese  island, 
I  take  satisfaction  in  the  assurance  that  your  Gov- 


to  fix  the  day  and  time  most  convenient  to  you,  m 
which  I  may  have  the  honor  of  meeting  you,  in 
order  to  put  an  end,  as  I  hope,  to  all  these  causes 
of  discontentment  and  discord,  the  work  of  un- 
principled men,  and  so  utterly  opposite  to  the  har- 
mony and  good  understanding,  which  is  equally 
the  mtention  and  the  interests  of  our  two  Govern- 
ments to  maintam  and  cultivate. 

Accept  the  renewed  assurances  of  my  distin- 
guished respect  and  consideration. 

J.  CORREA  DE  SERRA. 


Mr.  Adains  to  the  ClievalUr  Correa  de  Sorra. 

Department  or  State, 

H'anhiwjtm,  Sept.  30,  1820. 

StR:  The  proposal  contained  in  your  note  of 
the  16th  July  last,  has  been  considered  by  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  with  all  the  delibera- 


ernment  will  perceive,  in  that  provision,  a  proof  of  tion  due  to  the  friendly  relations  subsisting  between 
the  earnestness  with  which  the  United  States  the  United  States  and  Portugal,  and  with  the  dis- 
cherish  the  most  friendlT  dispositions  towards  your  position  to  manifest  the  undeviaiing  principle  ot 
country.  j  justice  by  which  this  Government  is  animated  in 

It  wiil  give  me  pleasure  to  receive  any  further 
communication,  verbal  or  written,  from  you,  which 


its  intercourse  with  all  foreign  Governments,  and 
particularly  with  yours.     I  am  directed  by  him  to 


mav  contribute  towards  the  same  efiect ;  and  I  am  ;  intorm  you  that  theappointment  of  commissioner^ 


authorized  to  assure  you,  that,  upon  the  inforraa-  ' 
lion  contained  in  your  note  of  the  8th  instant, 
such  measures  have  been,  and  will  continue  to  be 
taken,  under  the  direction  of  the  President,  as  are 
within  the  competency  of  the  Executive,  and  may 
serve  to  maintain  inviolate  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  applicabb^  to  the  case. 

1  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  of  renewing 
to  you  the  assurance  of  my  distinguished  conside- 
ration. 

JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS. 


Mr.  Correa  de  Serrajo  the  Secretary  of  State. 
Washington,  August  26,  1820. 
Sir:  In  consequence  of  the  wish  you  expressed 
in  our  last  interview,  I  have  the  honor  of  trans- 
officers  of  the 


mitting  to  you  the  names  of  the 

Navy  of  the  United  States,  who,  in  October,  1818, 

embarked  and  served  on  board  the  armed  schooner  '  and  the  policy  of  the  United  States  have  been  to 


to  confer  and  agree  with  the  Ministers  of  His  Most 
Faithful  Majesty  upon  the  subject  to  which  your 
letter  relates,  would  not  be  consistent  either  with 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  nor  with 
any  practice  usual  among  civilized  nations. 

The  judicial  power  of  the  United  States  is,  by 
their  Constitution,  vested  in  their  Supreme  Court, 
and  in  tribunals  subordinate  to  the  same.  The 
judges  of  these  tribunals  are  amenable  to  the 
country  by  impeachment ;  and  if  any  Portuguese 
subject  has  suffered  wrong  by  the  act  of  any  citi- 
zen of  the  United  Stales,  within  their  jurisdiction, 
it  is  before  those  tribunals  that  the  remedy  is  to  be 
sought  and  obtained.  For  any  acts  of  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  committed  out  of  their  juris- 
diction and  beyond  their  control,  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  is  not  responsible. 

To  the  war  in  South  America,  to  which  Por- 
tugal has  for  several  years  been  a  party,  the  duty 


General  Artiffos,  Captain  Ford,  under  the  so  called 
Artigan  flag,  and  cruised  for  many  months  on  the  j 
coast  of  Brazil,  capturing  several  Portuguese  ships,  j 
amongst   others,  the   S(M:iedade   Fdiz,  which  was  i 
brought  to  Baltimore.     Their  names  are,  Lieuten-  ; 
ants  Peleg  and  Dunham,  of  Rhode  Island,  Mid- 
shipman Augustus  Swartwout,  of  New  York,  Ben- 
jamin S.  Grimke,  of  South  Carolina. 

The  griefs  against  the  particular  judges,  who  I 
believe  have  disgraced  the  commission  they  have 
from  the  United  States,  shall  be  laid  before  you, 
as  soon  as  I  have  returned  to  Philadelphia,  and 
looked  into  my  papers. 

I  am  perfectly  sure  that  a  candid  and  friendly 
examination  of  this  unpleasant  business  cannot 
fail  of  bringing  a  mutual  accord,  such  as  both  our 
Governments  wish  ;  and  therefore,  according  to 
what  I  asked  in  my  notes  from  Philadelphia,  and 
your  offer  in  that  of  the  20th  of  last  month,  which 
1  have  received  on  my  arrival  here,  I  beg  of  you 


observe  a  perfect  and  impartial  neutrality. 

The  Government  of  the  United  States  has  nei- 
ther countenanced  nor  permitted  any  violation  of 
that  neutrality  by  their  citizens.  They  have,  by 
various  and  successive  acts  of  legislation,  mani- 
fested their  constant  earnestness  to  fulfil  their  du- 
ties towards  all  the  parties  to  that  war ;  they  have 
repressed  every  intended  violation  of  them  which 
has  been  brought  before  their  courts,  and  substan- 
tiated by  testimony  conformable  to  principles  rec- 
ognised by  all  tribunals  of  similar  jurisdiction. 

But  I  am  instructed  to  request  that  you  would 
furnish  me  with  all  the  documents  upon  which 
the  complaints  in  your  notes  of  the  16th  of  July, 
and  26th  of  August,  are  founded,  as  well  relating 
to  the  vessels  mentioned  in  the  former,  as  to  the 
naval  officers  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  the  judges  whom,  in  the  latter,  you  accuse 
of  having,  in  your  belief,  disgraced  the  commis- 
sions which  they  bear.    And  1  am  further  com- 
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manded  to  assure  you,  that  if  those  documents 
shall  be  found  to  contain  evidence,  upon  which 
any  officer,  civil  or  military,  of  the  United  States, 
or  any  of  their  citizens,  can  be  called  to  answer 
for  his  conduct,  as  injurious  to  any  subject  of  Por- 
tugal, every  measure  shall  be  taken,  to  which  the 
Executive  is  competent,  to  secure  full  justice  and 
satisfaction  to  your  sovereign  and  his  nation. 

I  pray  you   to  accept  the  assurance  of  my  dis- 
tinguished consideration. 

JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS. 


Mr.  Joseph  Cvrrea  de  Serra  to  tJie  Secretary  of  State. 
New  York,  November  9,  1820. 
Sir  :  I  have  received,  in  due  time,  your  official 
letter  of  the  30th  September  last,  and  though  I  found 
that  there  was  much  to  reply  on  my  side,  i  re- 
.solved,  after  mature  consideration,  to  refer  it  to 
His  Majesty's  Ministers  of  Slate,  who,  no  doubt, 
will  give  a  convenient  answer.  Being  now  on 
the  pwint  of  leaving  this  country,  I  thought  it 
proper  to  inform  you  of  this  step,  both  out  of  re- 
gard to  this  Government,  taking  in  this  manner 
a  respectful  notice  of  your  communication,  and 
in  order  that,  out  of  ray  silence,  no  belief  may 
arise  of  any  tacit  acquiescence  in  the  reasons  that 
you  exposed  in  it. 

Accept,  sir,  the  renewed  assurances  of  my  hi*^ 
consideration  and  respect.  j 

J.  CORREA  DE  SERRA 


[translation] 

Chevalier  Amado  Grehon  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 
Philadelphia,  December  4,  1820. 

Sir:  It  falls  to  my  duty  to  present  to  the  Go^ 
ernment  of  the  United  States  the  enclosed  abstrac 
of  a  new  case  of  piracy,  which  I  have  lately  re- 
ceived from  my  Court ;  and  to  request  of  you  ta 
subjoin  it  (that  it  may  appear)  to  the  list  of  othcrf; 
which  has  been  presented  to  this  Government  by 
the  Chevalier  Correa,  Minister  Plenipotentiary  qf 
His  Most  Faithful  Majesty. 

I  embrace  this  occasion  to  have  the  honor  olf 
testifying  to  you,  sir,  the  sentiments  of  esteeoji 
and  of  respect,  with  which  I  am,  dec. 

J.  AMADO  GREHON. 

Hon.  J.  Q.  Adam8,  Sechy  of  State. 

[translation.] 
Chevalier  Amado  Grehon  to  thp  Secretary  of  State 
Philadelphia,  December  14,  1820.  i 

Sir  :  I  have  ih£  honor  of  again  transmitting  to 
you  an  authentic  copy  of  twelve  claims,  request- 
ing you  to  add  them  to  the  list  of  others,  which 
the  Chevalier  Correa  de  Serra,  Minister  Plenipoi- 
tentiary  of  His  Most  Faithful  Majesty,  presented 
to  your  Governmont.  | 

I  expect  the  honor  of  your  answer  to  this  note|, 
and  also,  to  the  former  which  I  addressed  to  you, 
on  the  4ih  instant,  that  1  may  be  enabled  to  giv 
an  account  to  my  Court. 

I   ani    sir     QLC 

JOSEPH  AMADO  GREHON. 
Hon.  J.  Q,.  AoAMd,  SecWy  of  Slate. 
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[translation.] 
Abstract  from  the  Proces  verbal.,  ^c. 

Philadelphia,  Dcce7n6eT  4,  1820. 

On  the  5th  of  March,  1S20,  to  the  vorlhof  Cape 
St.  Augustine,  latitude  7^  degrees  south,  the  brig- 
antinepackelof  His  Most  Faithful Majebty,  named 
"The  Infant  D.  Sebastiano,"  was  attacked  and 
pillaged  by  a  brigantine  pirate  of  American  con- 
struction, with  an  "  S"  instead  of  a  figure-head  ; 
armed  with  sixteen  24  pounders,  and  a  crew  of 
about  a  hundred  men  ;  the  captain  of  which,  who 
has  lost  a  hand,  the  other  officers,  and  three-fourths 
of  the  crew,  are  Americans,  according  to  the  for- 
mal evidence  which  has  been  given  before  the 
Intendaiit  General  of  the  Police  of  the  Court  and 
Kingdom  of  Brazil,  by  the  officers,  crew,  and  pas- 
sengers of  the  packet  brig,  who,  after  having  been 
outraged  and  pillaged,  have  returned,  in  l^e  same 
brig,  to  Rio  de  Janeiro. 

JOSEPH  AMADO  GREHON, 
Chargi  dts  Affaires  of  H.  M.  F.  Majesty. 


[translation.] 
3Ir.  Grehon  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Washington,  April  1,  1822. 
Sir:  I  am  about  to  repeat,  in  writing,  all  that 
I  had  the  honor  to  communicate  to  you  m  the  in- 
terview of  Saturday  last,  as  well  in  compliance 
with  your  request,  as  on  account  of  its  being  in 
conformity  with  the  orders  of  my  Government,  of 
which  Verissimo  Antonio  Ferreira  da  Costa,  at- 
tached to  the  legation,  was  the  bearer ;  and  by 
which  I  am  empowered  to  notify  and  show  to  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  and  to  the  na- 
tion, what  follows: 

That  the  Portuguese  Government  has  resolved 
to  recognise  the  United  Slates  as  its  fir>t  ally,  by 
a  treaty  which  it  is  desirous  of  concluding,  forth- 
with, for  the  purpose  of  giving  every  possible  im- 
pulse to  reciprocal  commerce,  and  to  the  industry 
of  the  two  nations,  and  to  guard  the  national  in- 
dependence, which  constitutes  the  most  sacred  of 
all  rights,  against  the  direct  or  indirect  attacks  of 
Powers  unfriendly  totheConstitution  freelychosen 
by  the  people:  but,  as  a  fundamental  principle  of 
the  said  treaty,  there  should  be  a  prelimmary  con- 
dition that  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
accede  to  the  proposition  made  by  the  Chevalier 
Correa  da   Serra,  Ex-Minister  Plenipotentiary  of 
Portugal,  in   his  note  of  the  16ih  July,  1820,  of 
having  recourse  to  commissaries  chosen  by  both 
Governments,  for  the  purpose  of  arranging  the  in- 
demnities justly  due   to  Portuguese  citizens,  for 
the  damages  which  they  have  sustained,  by  reason 
of  piracies, supported  by  the  capital  and  the  means 
of  citizens  of  the  United  States  ;  an  essential  con- 
dition, which,  in  this  way,  repairing  the  past,  se- 
cures also  the  future. 

That  the  Portuguese  States,  in  the  four  quarters 
of  the  world,  can  ofier  to  the  United  States  the 
most  important  advantages  of  commerce;  the 
more  so,  because  the  relation  which  ihe  Portu- 
guese Government  is  disposed  to  e^tabli^h  with 
that  of  the  United  States,  are  founded  in  a  perfect 


union  against  the  common  enemies  of  their  indus- 
try and  of  their  independence. 

But,  if  all  efforts  on  the  part  of  the  Portuguese 
Government  should  be  fruitless  towards  obtaining 
from  that  of  the  United  States  a  just  and  reason- 
able indemnity,  which  England  does  not  hesitate 
to  make  in  analogous  cases  of  unjust  captures, 
the  Portuguese  Government  is  fully  determined 
to  resort   to  the  right  of  reprisals,  and  to  adopt 
proper  measures  to  indemnify  itself  for  the  losses 
which  have  been  occa-^ioned  to  their  commerce 
by  the  acts  complained  of,  as  it  has  been  mani- 
festly made   to  appear,  in  the  face  of  the  world, 
that  unworthy  citizens  of  the  United  States  have 
been  parties  in  this  perfidious  practice;  and  it  is 
very  certain  that  the  Portuguese  Government  has 
it  in  Its  power  to  exercise  reprisals  against  the 
United  Slates,  by  granting  to  their  rival  Powers 
advantages  in  commerce,  in  cases  in  which  it  is 
disposed  to  give  the  United  States  the  preference, 
if,  acting  in  good  faith,  they  make  indemnity  for 
the  past  and  secure  the  future. 

These  are  the  earnest  sentiments  and  views  of 
the  Portuguese  Government,  which  have  beea 
communicated  to  me,  wiih  orders  to  make  them 
known  to  that  of  the  United  State^i  and  to  the 
nation.  I  have,  therefore,  the  honor,  sir,  to  com- 
municate them  to  you  for  that  purpo>e ;  and  I 
shall  be  happy  if  the  result  of  this  communication, 
(which  I  expect  from  a  just  and  liberal  Goveru- 
mtnt,  such  as  is  that  of  the  United  States,)  may 
be  conformable  with  theseDtimenis  and  the  desire 
of  the  Portuguese  Government. 
I  have  the  honor  to  Ije,  dc. 

JOSEPH  AMADO  GREHON, 

Charge  des  Affairts  of  Portugal. 


The  Secretary  of  State  to  Mr.  Aioado  Grehon, 
Department  of  State, 

li'nthiiigton,  April  30,  1S22. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  1st  instant  has  been 
submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  President  of 
the  United  Slates,  by  whom  I  am  directed  to  as- 
sure you  of  the  great  satisfaction  with  which  he 
has  received  the  friemlly  declaration  of  the  Por- 
tujruese  Government  towards  the  United  States, 
and  ttie  disposiiion  manifested  by  them  to  promote 
the  mutual  interests  and  the  amicable  intercourse 
between   the  two  countries,  by  a  treaty,  founded 
upon  principles  favorable  to  the  commercial  rela- 
tions and  industry  of  both.     The  President  desires 
that  you  would,  in  return,  make  known  to  your 
Government  the  sentiments  of-  friendly  recipro- 
city which  animate  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  towards  Portugal,  and  the  earnest  wish  of 
the    President  that    the   relations  of  the  United 
States  with  that  nation  may  continue  on  terms  of 
the  most  entire  reciprocity.     1  am,  at  the  same 
lime,  directed  to  slate,  that  the  projKisition  of  the 
Chevalier  Correa  de  Serra,  in  his  note  of  the  16th 
of  July,  1820,  for  the  appointment  of  commissioners, 
chosen  by  both  Governments,  to  arrange  indem- 
nities claimed  by  Portuguese  citizens,  for  damages 
staled  by  them  to  have  been  sustained  by  reason 
of  piracies  supported  by  the  capital  and  means  of 
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citizens  of  the  United  States,  cannot  be  accedejd 
to.  It  is  a  principle  well  known  and  well  unde^-- 
stood,  that  no  nation  is  responsible  to  another  fpr 
the  acts  of  its  citizens,  committed  without  its  jii- 
risdiction,  and  out  of  the  reach  of  its  control.  Of 
the  numerous  piracies  which  have,  within  the$e 
few  years,  annoyed  the  commerce  of  every  mari- 
time nation,  a  much  greater  number  have  bee|n 
committed  by  the  subjects  of  other  Powers,  than 
by  citizens  of  the  United  States.  The  lawfiil 
commerce  of  the  United  States  themselves  hav!e 
suffered  by  these  depredations,  perhaps,  morethajo 
that  of  Portugal.  When  brought  within  the  ju- 
risdiction of  the  United  States,  the  pirates  have 
been  punished  by  their  laws,  and  restitution  h^s 
been  made  to  its  owners,  of  property  capturt^d 
by  them.  Should  any  citizens  of  the  Unitrid 
Slates,  guilty  of  piracy,  be  captured  by  the  Por- 
tuguese Government,  the  United  States  will,  ijn 
no  wise,  interfere  to  screen  them  from  punishmenlt. 

The  citizens  of  the  United  States  are  amenable, 
also,  to  the  tribunals  of  their  own  country,  as  th{e 
people  of  Portugal  are  to  theirs,  for  any  wronjg 
done  by  them  to  the  subjects  of  other  nation^. 
For  acts  of  so  aggravated  a  nature  as  piracy,  the 
authority  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
itself  is  not  competent  to  withdraw  them  from  th|e 
jurisdiction  of  their  natural  judges,  or  to  subject 
them  to  a  trial  consisting  partly  of  foreigners  aoid 
withou:  the  intervention  of  a  jury.  These  prin- 
ciples of  protection  and  security  to  individual 
rights,  are,  doubtless,  well  understood,  and  will  be 
duly  appreciated  in  Portugal,  under  the  liberal 
system  of  Government  now  established  in  her 
dominions. 

The  laws  and  tribunals  of  the  United  States 
are  adequate  to  the  punishment  of  their  citizens, 
who  may  be  concerned  in  committing  unlawfm 
depredations  upon  foreigners  on  the  high  seas,  at 
least  to  the  same  extent  as  the  laws  and  tribunals 
of  other  nations.  The  legislation  of  the  United 
States  upon  this  subject,  was  even  rendered  more 
severe  and  effectual  for  the  suppression  of  sucp 
offences,  during  the  residence  here  of  the  Chey- 
alier  Correa  de  Serra  ;  and  justice,  conformable 
to  the  established  principles  of  the  laws  of  nations, 
has  always  been  rendered  by  the  courts  of  the 
United  States  to  the  Portuguese  subjects,  whos^ 
property,  after  capture  by  pirates  or  privateer^, 
has  been  brought  within  the  jurisdiction  of  thijs 
nation.  It  will  continue  to  he  so  rendered  in  a|l 
cases  which  may  occur  hereafter.  ! 

Of  the  advantages  to  the  commerce  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  the  four  quarters  of  the  world,  whicn 
it  may  be  in  the  power  of  the  Portuguese  Govern- 
ment to  offer,  it  would  be  acceptable  to  receive  ^ 
more  particular  specification,  than  is  contained  ip 
your  letter.  The  Government  of  -the  United 
States  would  then  be  able  to  judge  of  their  valu^, 
and  of  the  consideration  with  which  they  may  ble 
returned.  It  is  not  perfectly  understood  vho  aiie 
meant  in  your  note,  by  the  "  common  enemies  of 
their  industry  and  their  independence,"  and  I  aip 
directed  to  ask  of  you  a  precise  explanation  pf 
that  expression.  The  Government  of  the  Uniteid 
States,  while  willing,  cheerfully,  to  meet  and  re- 


ciprocate any  commercial  arrangement  with  Por- 
tugal, propitious  to  the  interests  of  both  nations, 
will  not  solicit,  and  cannot  grant,  any  exclusive 
favors,  to  the  prejudice  of  any  other  Power  what- 
soever. 

This  principle,  which  haslongbeen  fundamental 
to  the  commercial  policy  of  the  United  States, 
furnishes  a  reply  to  the  latter  part  of  your  letter, 
which,  in  the  case  of  a  non-compliance  with  pro- 
posals, as  I  have  informed  you,  cannot  be  accept- 
ed, threatens  reprisals  upon  the  United  States,  by 
granting  to  their  rival  Powers  advantages  in  com- 
merce, which  you  allege  your  Government  is  dis- 
posed to  give  the  United  States,  on  condition  of 
what  you  call  indemnity  for  the  past,  and  security 
for  the  future. 

The  Government  of  the  United  States  knows, 
that  there  is  nothing,  and  has  been  nothing,  in  the 
relations  between  them  and  Portugal,  w^ich,  by 
the  laws  and  usages  of  civilized  nations,  could 
justify  reprisals  of  any  kind,  by  the  latter  against 
the  United  States.  And,  as  I  have  assured  you, 
that  they  desire  no  exclusive  favors  to  the  detri- 
ment of  others,  so  they  are  fully  persuaded,  that 
upon  further  advisement,  your  Government  will 
perceive  that  they  cannot  grant  commercial  favors 
to  any  other  nation,  to  the  detriment  of  the  United 
States,  without  injuring  their  own  subjects  more 
than  the  people  of  this  Union.  Such,  it  is  be- 
lieved, would  be  the  result  of  any  experiment  of 
reprisals,  by  granting  exclusive  favors  to  one 
nation,  with  the  view  to  damage  another.  The 
party  granting  exclusive  favors,  is  the  party  most 
severely  punished. 

Far  more  agreeable  will  it  be  to  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  to  reciprocate,  as  heretofore, 
with  that  of  Portugal,  offices  of  kindness  and  good 
will,  and  to  promote  the  friendly  intercourse  be- 
tween the  two  nations,  by  a  multiplication  of  good 
offices,  and  of  all  the  sources  by  which  the  inter- 
ests of  both  may  be  advanced. 

I  pray  you  to  accept  the  assurance  of  my  distia- 
guished  consideration. 

JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS. 


[translation.] 
Chev.  Amado  Grehon  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Philadelphia,  May  2,  1822. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have 
just  received  your  letter,  which  you  addressed  to 
me  on  the  30th  of  last  month. 

The  explanation  which  you  demand  of  me,  and 
which  I  am  to  give  you,  according  to  what  I  meant 
by  saying :  "  the  common  enemies  of  their  indus- 
try and  of  their  independence,"  and  which  appears 
to  me  to  be  clearly  expressed,  is  this:  all  nations, 
in  general,  who  act  contrary  to  the  two  principles 
of  our  industry  and  of  our  independence. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  &c., 

JOSEPH  AMADO  GREHON, 

Charge  dcM  Affaires  of  Portugal. 

Hon.  John  Q..  Adams, 

Secretary  of  State  of  the  U.  S. 
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[translation.] 

Chev.  Amado  Grehon  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 
Philadelphia,  May  5,  1822. 

Sir:  I  make  it  ray  duty  to  acquaint  yoil,  that, 
by  the  packet  of  the  tenth  of  this  month,  I  shall 
hare  the  honor  to  remit  to  my  Government  a  copy 
of  your  note  of  the  30th  of  April  last,  that  it  may 
understand,  without  delay,  the  sentiments  of  recip- 
rocal friendship  which  animates  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  towards  the  Government  of 
Portugal,  and  the  great  desire  of  his  Excellency, 
the  President,  that  the  relations  between  the  two 
nations  may  continue  on  terms  of  the  most  perfect 
cordiality;  and,  that  I  may,  at  the  same  time,  be 
able  to  inform  my  Government  of  the  principle 
well  known  and  well  understood,  as  you  call  it, 
as  well  as  of  other  principles  which  you  have 
developed  in  your  said  note;  on  which,  I  think 
that  it  would  be  well  to  say  more,  and  that  my 
Government  will  give  the  solution  of  it,  if  it  judge 
proper  to  do  so,  and  also  the  more  particular  spe- 
cification which  you  desire ;  as  for  my  part,  I  have 
only  pointed  out  the  sentiments  and  the  views 
which  now  exist  in  the  Portuguese  Government, 
according  to  the  orders  which  I  have  received  in 
that  regard. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  &c., 

JOSE  AMADO  GREHON, 
Charge  des  Affaires  of  Portugal. 

Hon.  John  Q,.  Adams, 

Secretary  of  State  of  the  U.  S. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  General  Dearborn  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  State. 

Lisbon,  Atigtist  28,  1822. 
"  When  the  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs  called 
on  me,  soon  after  my  arrival  in  the  city,  some  ob- 
servations occurred  in  relation  to  our  late  Treaty 
with  France,  which  the  Minister  had  not  seen; 
and  having  a  newspaper  containing  a  copy  of  the 
Treaty,  I  gave  it  to  him.  He  then  mentioned  our 
Treaty  with  Great  Britain  with  approbation,  ob- 
serving that  that  treaty  would  be  his  model.  Pre- 
suming, from  his  observations,  that  he  did  not 
possess  a  copy  of  it,  I  have  had  one  fairly  made 
out  and  presented  to  him.  My  principal  motive 
for  furnishing  him  with  those  copies,  was,  that  of 
giving  to  the  Minister  and  his  Government  a  fair 
sample  of  the  general  policy  and  practice  of  our 
Government  in  regard  to  commercial  regulations 
with  foreign  nations,  and  that  it  might  operate  as 
a  preparatory  step  to  a  negotiation  on  commercial 
regulations.  I  shall  consider  the  answer  to  my 
note  as  acciuiescing  in  the  hope  expressed  in  my 
note,  and  inform  him  that  I  po»seNs  full  powers 
for  commencing  negotiations  for  forming  a  treaty, 
or  convention,  regulating  commerce  between  the 
United  States  and  Portugal,  and  pro[K>se  a  per- 
sonal interview  as  a  preparatory  siep." 


Extract  of  a  Utter  from  Mr.  Dearborn  to  the  Sicretary 
of  State,  dated 

Lisbon.  Octthrr  10.  1822. 

"On  the  Jd  of  September.  I  had  a  conttrenoe 


with  his  Excellency  the  [Secretary  of]  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs,  by  his  appointment.  Mr.  Brent 
accompanied  me  as  an  interpreter;  and,  after 
some  conversation  on  general  topics,  the  Minister 
introduced  the  subject  of  the  conference,  and  ob- 
served that  a  treaty  for  regulating  the  commerce 
between  the  two  countries  was  very  desirable  on 
the  part  of  Portugal,  such  as  would  be  mutually 
advantageous.  I  then  observed,  that  being  em- 
powered by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  I 
was  disposed  to  commence  an  arrangement  oa 
the  subject  of  commerce  as  early  as  would  be 
agreeable  to  him,  and  would  propose  our  conven- 
tion with  Great  Britain  as  a  basis,  with  such  ad- 
ditions as  would  be  mutually  advantageous  to  our 
countries,  respectively,  wishing  only  such  condi- 
tions as  would  operate  perfect  reciprocity  and 
mutual  advantage,  and  that  we  did  not  desire  any 
exclusive  advantages  or  privileges;  but,  consider- 
j  ing  the  great  extent  of  the  United  Slates,  with  her 
j  numerous  ports  and  diversity  of  productions,  it 
!  would  be  expected,  on  the  part  of  the  United 
i  States,  that  the  whole  of  the  colonies  of  Portugal 
should  be  included  in  the  arrangement,  and  that, 
in  every  respect,  we  should  be  entitled  to  what- 
ever privileges  or  immunities  are,  or  may  be,  en- 
joyed by  the  most  favored  nation.  The  Minister 
then  ob>erved,  that  he  fully  approved  of  the  gen- 
eral principles,  as  stated  by  me,  but  intimated 
some  doubts  as  to  what  might  be  proper  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Brazils,  under  the  existing  circum- 
stances and  condition  of  that  country  ;  and  sug- 
gested the  necessity  of  leaving  it  out  of  the  treaty, 
or  to  so  modify  whatever  should  relate  to  it,  as 
would  provide  for  any  future  change  of  circum- 
stances. I  observed  that  it  might  not  be  difficult 
to  form  an  article  that  would  apply  to  any  change 
that  might  occur  in  that  country  ;  with  which  he 
appeared  to  acquiesce.  He  then  inquired  whether 
I  was  authorized  to  enter  into  any  other  kind  of 
treaty  ;  and,  on  my  answering  in  the  negative,  he 
appeared  (as  1  thought)  to  be  pleased.  He  then 
proposed  that  I  should  make  out  a  sketch  of  such 
a  treaty,  or  convention,  as  would  be  satisfactory 
to  my  Government,  that  his  Government  might 
take  it  under  consideration.  I  replied,  that  as  we 
appeared  to  entertain  similar  views  on  the  sub- 
ject, it  would  be  more  desirable,  on  my  part,  that 
he  would  make  out  the  outline  of  one  that  would 
be  satisfactory  to  his  Government.  After  some 
general  observations,  he  proposed  that  we  should 
each  make  out  such  a  sketch  as  we,  respectively, 
think  proper;  and  to  have  another  conference  for 
the  [purpose]  of  comparing  our  respective  sketches, 
to  which  I  readily  av'ienied.  He  then  said,  that 
as  soon  as  he  could  lay  the  subject  before  the 
Council,  he  would  prepare  a  sketch,  and  would 
notify  me  when  we  should  have  another  meeting. 
And   here  our  conference  ended. 

"  1  immediately  made  out  the  outlines  of  a  con- 
vention, or  treaty,  a  copy  of  which  I  have  the 
honor  of  enclosing;  and  1  have  wailed  for  an  in- 
vitation to  the  pri'posed  interview,  but  have  not 
yet  received  any  >uch  notice  ;  but  knowing  liow 
constanliv  this  Government  has  been  occupied, 
I  tor  seme  tune  pa^(.  with  couc»ti>«  uI   the  lii;i;'if>i 
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interest  and  importance,  I  am  disposed  to  mak( 
all  reasonable  allowance  for  the  delay  of  a  seconc 
conference." 


Project  of  a  Convention. 

Article  1.  There  shall  be,  between  the  whol^ 
of  the  territories  of  the  United  States  of  America] 
as  now  existing,  or  as  they  may  hereafter  existJ 
and  all  the  territories  of  His  Most  Faithful  Ma-1 
jesty,  in  Europe  and  elsewhere,  as  existing  at  this 
time,  or  as  may  hereafter  exist,  being  under  theitj 
control,  respectively,  a  reciprocal  liberty  of  com-j 
merce.  The  inhabitants  of  the  two  countries] 
respectively,  shall  have  liberty,  freely  and  secure-i 
ly,  to  come  with  their  vessels  and  cargoes  to  all 
such  places,  ports,  and  rivers,  in  any  of  the  terri- 
tories aforesaid,  to  which  any  other  foreigners  a rd 
permitted  to  come,  to  enter  into  the  same,  and  to  j 
remain  and  reside  in  any  parts  of  the  said  territo-j  j 
ries,  respectively  ;  also,  to  hire  and  occupy  houses  ; 
and  stores,  for  the  purposes  of  their  commerce : 
and,  generally,  the  merchants  and  traders  of  each 
nation,  respectively,  shall  enjoy  the  most  com- 
plete protection  and  security  for  their  persons  andi 
commerce,  but  subject  always  to  the  laws  and 
statutes  of  the  two  countries,  respectively. 

Art.  2.  No  higher  or  other  duties  shall  be  im- 
posed on  the  imj)ortations  into  the  United  States 
of  any  articles,  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufac- 
ture of  His  Most  Faithful  .Majesty's  territories,  in 
Europe  or  elsewhere,  and  no  higher  or  other  du- 
ties shall  be  imposed  on  the  importation  into  the 
territories  of  His  Most  Faithful  Majesty,  in  Eu- 
rope or  ehewhere,  of  any  articles,  the  growth, 
produce,  or  manufacture  of  the  United  States, 
than  are,  or  shall  be,  payable  on  the  like  articles, 
being  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of  any 
other  foreign  country;  nor  shall  any  higher  or 
other  duties  or  charges  be  imposed,  in  either  of 
the  two  countries,  on  the  exportation  of  any  arti- 
cles, to  the  United  States,  or  to  His  Most  Faith- 
ful Majesty's  territories,  in  Europe  or  elsewhere, 
respectively,  than  such  as  ase  payable  on  the  ex- 
portation of  the  like  articles  to  any  other  foreign 
country  ;  nor  shall  any  prohibition  be  imposed  on 
the  exportation  or  importation  of  any  articles,  the 
growth,  produce,  or  manufacture,  of  the  United 
States,  or  of  His  .Most  Faithful  Majesty's  territo- 
ries, in  Europe  or  elsewhere,  or  to  or  from  the 
United  Slates,  which  shall  not  extend  to  all  other 
nations. 

No  higher  or  other  duties  or  charges  shall  be 
imposed,  in  any  of  the  ports  of  the  United  States, 
on  Portuguese  vessels,  than  those  payable  in  theJ 
same  port>  by  vesM-ls  of  the  United  States,  nor  ini 
any  ot  the  ports  within  the  territories  of  His  Most 
Faithful  .Majesty,  on  vessels  of  the  United  Stales, 
than  shall  be  (uiyable  in  the  same  ports  on  ves-i 
seU  belonging  to  the  dominions  of  Portugal,  in 
Europe  or  elsewhere.  ! 

The  same  duties  shall   Ih>  paid  on  the  importa^ 

tions  into  the  Uniieii  Slates  of  articles,  the  growth, 

produce,  or  manufacture,  of  the  dominions  of  His 

t  Most  Faithful  M.<je>ty,   in  Europe  or  elsewhere^ 

.' w  bet  tier  hurn  iinfiuTiMiiuos  •uoii   i*  ;a  ;  c-^sci:  uf[ 


the  United  Slates,  or  in  vesisels  of  Portugal  or  any 
of  her  colonies  ;  and  the  same  duties  shall  be  paid 
on  the  importations  into  any  of  the  ports  of  Por- 
tugal, or  her  colonies,  of  any  articles,  the  growth, 
produce,  or  manufacture,  of  the  United  States, 
whether  such  importations  shall  be  in  vessels  of 
Portugal  or  her  colonies,  or  in  vessels  of  the  United 
States. 

The  same  duties  shall  be  paid,  and  the  rame 
bounties  allowed,  on  the  importation  of  anv  ar- 
ticles, the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of^His 
Mo.si  Faithful  Majesty's  dominions,  in  Europe  or 
elsewhere,  to  the  United  States,  whether  such  ex- 
portations  shall  be  in  vessels  of  the  United  States, 
or  in  vessels  of  Portugal  or  her  colonies;  and  the 
same  duties  shall  be  paid,  and  the  same  bounties 
be  allowed,  on  the  exportation  of  any  articles,  the 
growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of  the  United 
States,  to  the  territories  of  His  Most  Faithful 
xMajesty,  in  Europe  or  elsewhere,  whether  such  ex- 
portations  shall  be  in  vessels  of  the  dominions,  in 
Europe  or  elsewhere,  of  His  Most  Faithful  Ma- 
jesty, or  in  vessels  of  the  United  Slates. 

It  is  further  agreed,  that  in  all  cases  where 
drawbacks  are,  or  may  be  allowed  upon  the  re-ex- 
portation of  any  goods,  the  growth,  produce,  or 
manufacture  of  either  country,  respectively,  the 
amount  of  the  said  drawback  shall  be  the  same, 
whether  the  said  goods  shall  have  been  originally 
imported  in  a  vessel  belonging  to  the  dominions 
of  Portugal  or  her  colonies,  or  a  vessel  of  the  Uni- 
ted States;  but  when  such  re-exportation  shall 
take  place,  from  the  United  States  in  a  Portuguese 
vessel,  or  from  the  dominions  of  His  Most  Faith- 
ful Majesty,  in  Europe  or  elsewhere,  in  a  vessel 
of  the  United  States,  to  any  other  foreign  nation, 
the  iwo  contracting  parties  reserve  to  themselves, 
respectively,  the  right  of  regulating  or  diminishing 
in  such  case,  the  amount  of  the  said  drawback. 

Art.  3.  It  shall  be  free  for  each  of  the  two 
contracting  parties,  respectively,  to  appoint  con- 
suls for  the  protection  of  trade,  to  reside  in  the 
dominions  and  territories  of  the  other  party  ;  but 
before  any  Consul  shall  act  as  such,  he  shall,  in 
the  usual  form,  be  approved  and  admitted  by  the 
Government  to  which  he  is  sent ;  and  it  is  hereby 
declared,  that,  in  case  of  illegal  or  improper  con- 
duct towards  the  laws  of  the  Government  to  which 
he  is  sent,  such  Consul  may  either  be  punished  ac- 
cording to  law,  if  the  laws  will  reach  the  case,  or 
be  sent  back  ;  the  offended  Government  assigning 
to  the  other  reasons  for  the  same. 


Extracts  of  a  Utter  from  Mr.  Dearborn  to  the  Secretary 
of  State,  dated 

Lisbon,  December  13,  1822. 

•'From  the  apparent  intentional  delays  on  the 
part  of  this  Government,  in  relation  to  the  pro- 
posed  commercial   regulations  between   the  two 
countries,  combined  with  the  existing  state  of  af- 
fairs of  this  country,  I  am   satisfied    that  I  must 
j  expect  further  delays.     The  relations  respecting 
I  Brazil ;  the  completion  of  the  organization  of  the 
'■  Government  under  the  new  constitution  ;  the  re- 
1  ini^'i  ;.f  the  Q,i2cr3  tc  «'ib«'*rihe  and  "^"ar  to  th*» 


ib-^ 


i| 


3055 


APPENDIX. 


3056 


i 


InlfrevHrtt  ri/h  Partuffol. 


eonstttotton  a<  th^  lawdirret*;  and  argot iatioas '  hui   I   bu^    la^i,  wirhfi;  z  frw  4»f-»,  mjr  d^'jMt 
wiih  Nraio.  for  furminf  a  trraiv  ot'  alitanc.  to-    may  he  rvmovrd.     Hr  iots  not  apfttr  lo  br  m 

gether  with  the  anueiv  which  generally  prevails,    any  hasie,  and  1  nare  an  oppunuuuy  ioi   luv  Tuu 
in  regard  to  what  may  be  the  result  of  the  delibera-    exercise  of  my  slock  of  patience. 

tions  of  the  Congress  at  Verona,  ail  conspire  to  

afford  an  apology  for  the  delays  above  referred  to."    Extract  o/  a  Utter  fr<m  General  /)<arW»  to  the  Sec- 


retary u/  State,  dated 

LirtBON,  March  3,  1823. 


"Mr.  Correa  was  appointed  by  the  King  to  ne- 
gotiate a  treaty  with  me,  ol  which  I  was  informed 

by  the  Secretary    of  State,  on  the  20lh  day   of!      ,, ,.  .,        ,^  .     ,^  ,    . 

October,  but  having  been  elected  a  member  of  the  •  '  ^^?>''  ''^,  "^  u*""  J^^^"""!  'J*  ^T' 
Cortes,  he  declined  the  appointment,  and  although '"'"^V!  l^'l»  "\"™^' '^h'?"  he  agreed  to  make 
the  Secretary  of  Slate  assured  me  that  5ome  other  ;  °"\  ^^^  ^^''^  °<^,''>^  ^''^  *^^*^  ?*  ]^'^  ^^*"«'y'  f  °»i 

person  would  be  soon  appoinled,  no  appoiniment  ^*['  ""  "'*  ^'^'^'^  ^^^  ^°"'«^  °^  ****^  ^^^*^ '  ^"'» 
has  yet  been  made."  subsequently   to  our  last  meeting,  a   report   was 

made  lo  the  Cortes,  on  the  subject  oi  the  present 
existing  treaty  with  England,  particularly  id  rela- 
Extracts  of  a  letter  from  General  Dear^xn-n  to  the  Sec- .  uon  to  the  article  which  stipulates  that  certain 


retary  of  State,  dated 

Lisbon,  Jamtary  30,  1823. 

"  I  embrace  the  opportunity  of  adding  to  ray 
other  communication,  by  informing  you,  thai  I 
have  had  two  meetings  with  the  Count  da  Lapa, 
who  has  been  appoinled  Plenipotentiary  on  the 
part  of  Portugal,  for  negotiating  and  completing 
a  commercial  treaty  with  the  United  Slates;  and 
having  exchanged  our  full  powers,  a  conversation 


English  manufactures  should  be  admitted  into 
Portugal,  ou  paying  a  duty  of  fifteen  per  cent,  on 
their  cost.  1  he  report  concluded  by  saying  ihat, 
under  existing  circumstances,  the  Portuguese  Gov- 
ernment have  the  right  to  suspend  ihe  operation 
of  the  article  alluded  lo,  until  new  negotiations 
shoulj^  be  had  on  the  subject.  The  report  was 
sanctioned  by  a  vote  of  ihe  Cortes.  I  presume 
that  the  discussion  of  this  subject,  by  a  committee, 


ensued,  in  which,  the  Count  expressed  sentiments  !  ^"^  ^Y  '^^  Corus,  has  occasioned  the  long  delay 
fully  according  with  those  heretofore  expressed  by  i  o°  '^^  P^'^ «'  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^^  Lapa.  By  ihe  above- 
Mr.  Pinheiro,  Secretary  of  State  for  foreign  Af- 


fairs, as  noticed  in  the  letter  I  had  the  honor  of 
writing  to  you,  on  the  13th  of  December,  which 
induces  a  reasonable  hope,  that  a  satisfactory  ar- 
rangement may  be  effected  ;  but  I  am  not  without 
some  doubts  as  to  its  being  the  real  intention  of 
this  Government  toconclude  a  treaty  immediately, 
although  the  Secretary,  but  a  few  days  since,  ver- 
bally assured  me,  that  there  existed  no  obstacle  in 
the  way  of  a  speedy  conclusion  of  such  a  conven- 
tion or  treaty  as  would  be  mutually  satisfactory. 
It  must  very  soon  be  ascertained,  whether  words 
anJ  actions  so  fully  correspouJ  as  would  be  de- 
sirable. 

"  We  shall  have  another  conference  within  a 
few  days,  when  I  shall  be  able  to  ascertain,  with 
more  certainty,  how  our  ideas  corre";pond  with 
each  other.  Having  at  his  desire,  furnished  him 
with  the  basis  and  outlines  of  such  a  treaty, 
as  would  be  satisfactory  to  the  United  States,  he 
will,  of  course,  express  his  opinion  at  our  next 
meeting  on  the  basis  and  outlines  by  me  proposed, 
by  which  it  may  be  understood  whether  we  shall 
be  likely  to  succeed  ultimately,  or  not,  in  a  satis- 
factory arrangement." 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  General  DeaH)orn  to   the 
Secretary  of  State,  dated 

Lisbon,  February  20,  1823. 
"  The  Count  da  Lapa  has  agreed  to  the  basis  I 
had  proposed  for  the  treaty;  but,  by  his  instruc- 
tions, he  considers  it  necessary  to  divide  the  treaty 
into  three  distinct  heads,  viz  :  navigation,  com- 
merce, and  persons,  and  he  has  agreed  to  furnish 
me  immediately  with  a  sketch  of  the  first  head, 
and  soon   after,  with   the  second.     I   have  some 


part  of  the  Count  da  Lapa.  By 
mentioned  report,  it  appears,  that  negotiations 
have  been  going  on  between  Portugal  and  Great 
Britain,  for  some  time,  with  a  view  on  the  part 
of  the  former,  of  effecting  such  alterations  in  cer- 
tain parts  of  the  existing  treaty,  as  would  enable 
her  to  enter  into  such  liberal  and  reciprocal  com- 
mercial treaties  with  other  nations,  as  would  be 
acceptable.  But  it  appears,  by  the  said  report, 
that  England,  as  might  be  expected,  is  very  un- 
willing to  relinquish  any  of  the  exclusive  advan- 
tages she  now  enjoys,  under  the  present  treaty ; 
and  I  am  persuaded,  that  this  Government  still 
finds  itself  embarrassed  by  certain  stipulations  in 
her  treaty  of  1810,  with  Great  Britain,  and  that, 
lo  that  source,  the  long  delays  I  have  experienced 
are  to  be  principally  attributed.  I  am  satisfied, 
however,  that  the  Government  is  very  earnestly 
engaged  in  endeavoring  to  effect  such  arrange- 
ments with  England,  as  may  be  necessary  for  pre- 
paring the  way  for  a  liberal  and  reciprocal  treaty 
with  the  United  States," 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  General  Dearborn  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  State,  dated 

Lisbon,  March  24,  1823. 
"  Our  negotiation  has  been  suspended  for  some 
time,  and   will  not,  I   presume,  be  recommenced 
until  the  present  unfortunate  affair  shall  be  de- 
cided." 


Extract  of  Despatch,  No.  9,  ^from  General  Dearborn 
to  the  Secretary  of  State,  doled 

Lisbon,  June  1^1823. 
"  Nothing  unfavorable  to  a  speedy  completion 
of  the  proposed  commercial  treaiy  has  occurred 
for  several    months  past,  and  I  have  waited  with 


doubts  whether  his  second  part  will  be  acceptable,    a  hope  that  the  repeated  assurances  of  the  late 
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Mioittrr  mi^bt  be  T<>fiH«>(J.  until  a  eounl^r  rerolu- 
tioa  ha*  brra  •riuaity  rirriro.  aoa  liic  kin^ 
ag^in  rt^»..ffH<  tn  i»S<olt*i#  ynw*^  It  in  v^nr  evi- 
dent that  the  concluding  of  any  commercial  regu- 
lation with  this  Government,  such  as  could  be 
acceptable  to  the  United  States,  will  be  procras- 
tinated, so  long  as  this  Government  shall  con- 
tinue to  consider  the  friendship  of  Great  Britain 
as  essential  lo  its  safely.  I  shall  endeavor,  as 
early  as  possible,  to  learn  the  disposition  of  the 
King  and  his  Minister,  in  relation  lo  the  renewal 
of  the  negotiations,  and  the  probability  of  a  satis- 
factory result." 

Extract  of  Despatch,  \o.  10,  from  General  Dearborn 
to  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated 

Lisbon,  June  29,  1823. 
"I  have  now  the  honor  of  transmitting  copies 
of  my  correspondence  with  the  late  Minister  and 
Count  de  Lapa.  1  have  not  had  any  other  cor- 
respondence with  the  present  Minister  of  Foreign 
Affairs,  Count  Palmella,  than  that  of  receiving  a 
note  from  him  announcin^^  his  being  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  to  whom  I  should, 
in  future,  address  any  communication  I  might 
have  occasion  lo  make  to  his  Government,  and 
my  answer,  together  with  a  ceremonious  call 
upon  him,  and  have  no  means  of  ascertaining  the 
present  disposition  of  this  Government  in  relation 
to  commercial  arrangements  with  us,  excepting 
the  assurance  of  the  King,  which  I  noticed  in  my 
last  letter." 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Dearborn  to  the  Count  de 

Lapa. 

Lisbon  March  8,  1823. 

Sir  :  Being  quite  at  leisure,  I  take  the  liberty 
of  giving  you  an  historical  sketch  of  the  pending 
negotiations  between  the  United  States  and  Por- 
tugal. 

Considering  the  facts  and  circumstances  set 
forth  in  it,  combined  with  the  recent  report  of  a 
committee  to  the  Cortes  on  the  subject  of  the  ex- 
isting treaty  with  Great  Britain,  I  cannot  avoid 
being  impressed  with  a  belief  that,  owing  to  these 
or  other  circumstances,  the  present  time  is  not 
considered  as  propitious  by  this  Government  for 
concluding  such  a  treaty  with  the  United  States 
as  has  been  contemplated  ;  and  as  I  am  not  au- 
thorized, nor  inclined,  to  urge  the  conclusion  of  a 
treaty  on  your  Government,  I  am  induced  to  sug- 
gest, with  candor,  the  expediency  of  an  entire  sus- 
pension of  the  negotiation,  as  preferable  to  such 
a  protracted  one  as  may  probably  extend  beyond 
the  term  of  my  mission.  I  beg  leave,  at  the  same 
time,  to  assure  you,  that  this  frank  communica- 
tion is  entirely  unassociated  with  the  slightest 
unfriendly  feelings,  or  with  any  disposition  to  cen- 
sure, or  complain  ;  being  satisfied,  as  I  am,  that 
His  Most  P'aithful  Majesty  and  his  Government 
are  disposed  to  act,  not  only  with  good  faith,  but 
in  the  most  friendly  manner,  to  the  United  Slates. 

I  renew  the  assurances,  &c. 

HENRY  DEARBORN. 

To  the  Count  o£  Lapa,  dec. 


I      j  •KKTTH. 

li^M*  »i,vt  my  nrriiai  arrr,  i  rt^ri%*-u  iiiiuti 
fi»»a  fr<.m  ht*  |Cic^l«n»ry    1^t\tf%trr  I'mHrim  |fpf* 

reira.  Minister  and  Secretary  of  Slate  for  For- 
eign Affairs,  showing  a  desire  on  the  part  of  His 
Mosi  Faithful  Majesty'.s  Government  for  entering 
into  liberal  arrangements  with  ibu  United  Stales 
in  relation  lo  commerce,  with  a  disposition  for 
drawing  closer  the  bonds  of  friendship  between 
the  two  nations.  After  informing  his  Excellency 
that  I  possessed  full  power  for  negotiating  and 
concluding  such  commercial  arrangements,  we 
had  a  conkrence,  in  which  it  was  agreed  that  we 
should  adopt  for  a  basi.s  of  a  treaty,  the  general 
principles  of  the  late  treaty,  or  convention,  be- 
tween the  United  Stales  and  GrearBriiain ;  and 
ultimately  agreed,  thai  each  of  us  should  make 
out  a  sketch  of  such  a  treaty,  as  would  be  in  con- 
formity with  the  convention  above  alluded  lo, 
and  would  be  satisfactorv  to  our  respective  Gov- 
ernments ;  and  within  a  lew  days  I  was  to  be  no- 
tified of  another  meeting,  for  the  purpose  of  com- 
paring our  sketches  of  a  treaty;  this  was  on  the 
3d  of  September.  On  ihe  20th  of  October,  I  re- 
ceived information  from  his  Excellency  the  Sec- 
retary of  Slate,  that  His  Majesty  had  appointed 
the  Comraandeur  Correa  de  Serra,  as  a  commis- 
sioner lo  treat  with  me.  I  immediately  answered 
the  note,  and  observed,  that  I  should,  with  pleas- 
ure, meet  the  Commandeur  Correa  de  Serra  at 
such  lime  and  place  he  should  please  ic  appoint. 
I  heard  nothing  from  the  Commandeur ;  and  on 
the  24th  Decembe  I  received  a  note  from  the 
Secretary  of  Slate,  informing  me  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  Count  de  Lapa,  as  Plenipotentiary 
lo  treat  with  me.  In  the  mean  lime,  I  had  a  con- 
ference with  his  Excellency  the  Secretary  of 
Slate,  and  informed  him,  that  I  had  written  lo 
my  Government  lo  the  following  effect :  That  I  had 
reason  to  believe,  from  the  long  suspension  of  the 
negotiations,  that  this  Government  found  itself  so 
embarrassed  with  the  affairs  of  Brazil,  the  organ- 
ization of  the  several  departments  of  the  new  Gov- 
ernment, with  negotiations  with  Spain,  and  by 
the  existing  treaty  with  Great  Britain,  as  might 
be  considered  a  reasonable  excuse  for  postponing 
the  negotiations  with  me,  at  least  for  a  lime.  I 
then  observed  to  Mr.  Pinheiro,  that  neither  my 
instructions,  nor  my  own  feelings,  would  allow 
me  to  urge  his  Government  to  a  conclusion  of  a 
treaty  ;  and  that  I  had  not  made  the  statement  to 
my  Government  by  way  of  complaint.  Mr.  Pin- 
heiro explicitly  replied  lo  my  observations  in  de- 
tail, and  declared,  that  neither  of  the  circumstan- 
ces I  had  mentioned,  formed  any  obstacle  to  the 
conclusion  of  the  proposed  treaty  between  Por- 
tugal and  the  United  States  ;  and  that  the  Count 
de  Lapa  would,  within  a  few  days,  recommence 
with  me  the  negotiations.  The  Count  very  soon 
called  on  me;  and,  as  was  proposed  by  him,  it 
was  agreed  that  the  conferences  should  be  held 
at  my  house.  A  day  was  appoinled  for  the  ex- 
change of  our  respective  full  powers;  and  after 
the  exchange  of  powers,  a  day  was  agreed  on  for 
a  conference,  and  I,al  the  same  lime,  delivered  to 
the  Count  my  sketch  of  a  treaty,  and  on  the  tenth 
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of  February  had  a  meeting,  and  discussed  the 
subject  generally,  and  mutually  agreed  to  adopt 
the  sketch  I  had  made  out,  with  some  unimport- 
ant exceptions  ;  which  exceptions  we  agreed  to 
and  minuted.  The  Count  de  Lapa  havmg  pro- 
posed a  regular  division  of  the  treaty  into  three 
heads,  to  wit :  Navigation,  Commerce,  and  Per- 
sons, I  made  no  objection,  and  he  agreed  to  make 
out  the  form  of  the  first  head,  which  he  proposed 
showing  to  me  in  the  course  of  that  week.  It  is 
now  the  8th  day  of  March,  and  I  have  not  had 
the  honor  of  hearing  from  the  Count  since  the 
10th  of  February. 

HENRY  DEARBORN. 


The  ClourU  de  Lapa  to  Mr.  Dearborn. 

The  undersigned  has  the  honor  of  informing  his 
Excellency  General  Dearborn,  Envoy  Extraordi- 
nary and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  from  the  Uni- 
ted States,  of  His  Most  Faithful  Majesty's  mva- 
riable  desires  for  the  conclusion  of  a  treaty  with 
the  United  States.  The  same  reasons  that  have 
been  expressed  to  H.  E.  of  there  being  no  diffi- 
culties to  its  conclu>ion  subsist,  and  the  state  in 
which  the  negotiation  may  be  considered  to  be,  is 
an  incontestable  proof  of  it.  The  good  faith  with 
which  His  Majesty  praises  himself,  of  correspond- 
ing to  the  sentiments  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  and  its  not  urging  for  the  brevity, 
have  retarded  the  proceedings,  where  extraordi- 
nary concurrences  have  happened. 

1  his  frank  declaration  seems  to  the  undersigned 
as  answering  the  different  points  mentioned  by 
His  Excellency  in  his  letter  and  historical  sketch 
of  the  negotiation. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  oppor- 
tunity to  renew  the  assurances  of  his  particular 
esteem  and  perfect  consideration. 

THE  COUNT  DA  LAPA. 

Lisbon,  March  12,  1823. 

[The  original  of  this  letter  is  in  English.] 


the  pending  negotiation  with  Great  Britain,  or 
from  any  other  consideration,  a  temporary  suspen- 
sion of  the  negotiation  between  Portugal  and  the 
United  States  would  be  convenient  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  His  Most  Faithful  Majesty,  the  under- 
dersigned  will  readily  acquiesce  in  such  a  suspen- 
sion. 

The  undersigned  renews  to  his  Excellency  the 
assuranceof  his  high  consideration  and  particular 
esteem.  HENRY  DEARBORN. 


fTRANaLATlON.] 

Mr.  SUoestre  Peiiheiro  Ferreira  to  General  Dearborn. 

The  undersigned.  Minister  and  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  having  b<!fore  him  the 
note  of  General  Henry  Dearborn,  Envoy  Extra- 
ordinary and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  Iroin  the 
United  States  of  North  America,  under  date  of 
the  18th  of  last  month,  takes  pleasure  in  repeating 
to  His  Excellency  what  he  had  verbally  the  honor 
of  affirming  to  him  twice  before,  when  his  Excel- 
lency made  him  the  same  request;  besides  what 
a  short  time  since  the  Count  de  Lapa  had  orders 
to  repeat,  in  answer  to  a  letter  which  his  Excel- 
lency addressed  to  him  upon  the  same  subject, 
dated  the  8th  of  March  last,  agreeing:  in  this  point 
entirely  with  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
in  regard  to  the  importance  of  the  treaty  in  ques- 
tion. 

The  undersigned,  on  this  occasion,  renews  to 
his  Excellency  the  assurances  of  his  perfect  con- 
sideration. 

S.  PENHEIRO  FERREIRA. 

Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  May  2,  1823. 


Mr.  Dearborn  to  Mr.  Penheiro,  Minister  of  Foreign 

A^airs. 

Lisbon,  April  18,  1823. 

The  undersigned.  Envoy  Extraordinary  and 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States, 
near  His  Most  Faithful  Majesty,  having  very  re- 
cently .seen  what  is  stated  to  be  a  decree  of  His 
Most  Faithful  Majesty,  dated  March  12,  1823, 
relating  to  the  treaty  of  1810,  between  Portugal 
and  Great  Britain,  and  particularly  to  the  fifteenth 
article  of  the  said  treaty  :  The  confidence  which 
he  has,  in  the  candor  of  his  Excellency  Mr.  Pen- 
heiro, Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  induces  him  to 
take  the  liberty  of  asking  his  Excellency  whether 
this  decree,  or  the  pending  negotiations  of  the 
new  treaty  between  Portugal  and  Great  Britain, 
referred  to  in  the  decree,  will  interfere  in  any  man- 
ner with  the  negotiations  res^peclmg  the  treaty 
between  Portugal  and  the  United  States,  which 
has  been  proposed,  and  to  a  certain  extent  mutu- 
ally agreed  on. 

If.  from  the  above-mentioned  decree,  or  from 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Henry  Dearborn^  Miniver 
PlenipoterUiary  of  the  United  States  at  Lutbou^  to 
tJu  Secretary  of  State,  dated 

Lisbon,  July  15,  1823. 
"Having  obtained  no  satisfactory  information 
from  the  present  Government,  in  regard  to  its 
disposition  in  relation  to  commercial  regulation?, 
I  addressed  a  note  to  the  Marquis  of  Palmella  on 
the  8th  instant,  a  copy  of  which  I  have  the  honor 
of  enclosing,  (No.  1  ;)  and  on  the  12th  I  received 
an  answer,  a  copy  of  which  is  also  enclosed, 
(No.  2.)" 


No.  1. 


Mr.  Dearborn  to  his  Excellency  the  Marquis  de  Pal- 
inella,  Minister  and  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  to  His  Most  Faithful  Majesty. 

Sir:  Presuming  that  your  Excellency  has  been 
made  acquainted  with  the  measures  which  have 
been  pursued  in  relation  to  a  commercial  treaty 
between  His  Most  Faithful  Majesty  and  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  of 
course,  with  the  basis  and  principles  agreed  on 
by  the  Count  de  Lapa  on  the  part  of  His  Most 
Faithful  Majesty,  and  by  the  undersigned  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States :  The  undersigned  will 
esteem  it  as  a  favor  to  be  informed,  as  early  as 


3061 


APPENDIX. 


3062 


Intercourse  with  Portitgal. 


may  be  quite  convenient  to  your  Excellency,  what 
may  be  the  present  disposition  of  His  Most  Faith- 
ful Majesty's  Government,  in  relation  to  a  com- 
pletion of  such  a  commercial  treaty  between  the 
two  countries  as  has  already  to  a  certain  extent 
been  mutually  agreed  on. 

Be  assured,  sir,  that  it  is  with  the  greatest  plea- 
sure, that  the  undersigned  embraces  the  present 
occasion  for  presenting  to  your  Excellency  his 
most  respectful  and  friendiv  regards. 

HENRY  DEARBORN. 


[translation.] 
The  Marquis  de  Palraella  to  General  Dearborn. 

The  undersigned,  Counsellor,  Minister,  and  Sec- 
retary of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  having  received 
the  note  which,  of  the  date  of  the  8lh  instant, 
Greneral  Henry  Dearborn,  Envoy  Extraordinary 
and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  from  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  addressed  to  him, 
relative  to  the  intended  commercial  treaty  between 
His  Most  Faitliful  Majesty  and  the  Government 
of  the  same  United  States,  has  to  answer  His  Ex- 
cellency, that  the  present  events  not  having  yet 
permitted  a  full  investigation  of  this  business  to 
be  made,  the  undersigned  will,  as  soon  as  possible, 
apply  himself  to  it,  and  then  will  have  much  sat- 
isfaction in  inviting  His  Excellency  to  a  confer- 
ence. 

Upon  this  occasion  the  undersigned  repeats  to 
Sen.  Henry  Dearborn,  the  assurances  of  his  par- 
ticular esteem  and  perfect  consideration. 

Office  of  the  Secretary  of  Stale  for  Foreign  Af- 
fairs, 10th  July,  1823. 

PALMELLA. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Henry  Dearborn,  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  of  tfte  United  States  at  Lisbon,  to 
tlu  Secretary  of  State,  dated 

"Lisbon,  July  21,  1823. 

"By  the  request  of  the  Marquis  of  Palmella,  I 
waited  on  him  on  the  15th  instant;  his  manner 
and  deportment  was  pleasing;  he  observed  that 
he  had  been  so  constantly  occupied  with  business 
hitherto,  as  not  to  have  had  it  in  his  power  to  ex- 
amine the  correspondence  in  relation  to  the  pro- 
posed commercial  treaty  between  Portugal  and  the 
United  Slates,  but  that  certainly  he  would  attend 
to  it  very  soon  ;  and  that  whatever  commercial 
regulations  might  be  framed  between  the  two 
countries,  to  be  useful  and  durable,  must  be  per- 
fectly reciprocal;  and  that  he  thought  the  late 
treaty  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Brit- 
ain a  good  model." 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Henry  Dearborn,  Minister 
PUnipoteiUiary  of  the  United  States,  at  Lisbon,  to 
the  Secretary  of  State,  dated 

"Lisbon,  October  25,  1823. 

"Having  received  no  intimations  from  this 
Government,  of  a  disposition  for  recommencing 
negotiations  for  a  commercial  treaty,  I  begin  to 
doubt  whether  any  further  progress  may  be  ex- 


pected; but  a  few  months  more  must  afford  suffi- 
cient time  for  either  completing  what  has  so  lon^ 
since  been  begun,  or  lor  ascertaining  the  prtl  dis- 
positions of  this  Government  on  the  subject." 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Henry  Dearborn,  Minister 
PUnipote7Uiary  United  States,  at  Lisbon,  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  State,  dated 

Lisbon,  November  7,  1823. 
"  The  vessel  by  which  my  other  letters  will  be 
conveyed,  not  having  sailed,  I  have  concluded  to 
profit  by  the  delay,  by  writing  a  r^ote  to  the  Mar- 
quis Palmella,  as  my  probable  last  effort  for  draw- 
ing from  him  the  real  disposition  and  intention  of 
this  Government,  in  relation  to  a  renewal  of  the 
negotiation  for  a  commercial  treaty ;  a  copy  of 
which  note  I  have  the  honor  of  enclosing.  I 
hope  I  may  receive  his  answer,  before  the  vessel 
sails,  so  that  I  may  have  the  honor  of  enclosing  it 
with  my  other  letters;  if  not,  I  will  forward  it  by 
the  earliest  opportunity." 


General  Dearborn  to  the  Marquis  of  Palmella,  Coun- 
cillor of  State,  Minister  and  Secretary  of  State,  for 
Foreign  Affairs. 

Lisbon,  Nove^nber  7,  1823. 

Sir  :  Several  months  having  elapsed  since  your 
Excellency  was  pleased  to  say,  that  you  would,  as 
soon  as  possible,  look  over  the  papers  relating  to 
the  commercial  treaty,  which  had,  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent, been  mutually  agreed  on,  by  the  Count  de 
Lapa,  on  the  part  of  His  Most  Faithful  Majesty, 
and  myself,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and 
that  you  would  give  me  early  notice  of  your  hav- 
ing examined  the  subject;  and  your  Excellency 
was  pleased  to  express  an  opinion  that  a  treaty,  on 
the  basis  of  our  treaty  with  Great  Britain,  would 
be  most  dejtirable;  I  at  the  same  time  informed 
your  Excellency,  that  my  Government  did  not 
wish  me  to  press  this  Government  on  the  subject 
of  a  treaty,  but  if  it  should  find  it  inclined  to  enter 
into  literal  and  reciprocal  arrangements,  to  show 
an  equal  desire  on  my  part,  for  forming  a  treaty 
on  the  ba'-is  of  the  late  treaty  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain.  1  have,  therefore,  waited 
for  a  communication  from  your  Excellency,  as 
proposed  at  your  last  conference  at  your  Excel- 
lency's office ;  but  not  having  received  any  inti- 
mation of  a  desire  on  the  part  of  His  Most  Faith- 
ful Majesty's  Government  to  renew  the  negotia- 
tion, I  conclude  that  I  may  now  with  propriety 
state  to  my  Government  that  there  is  very  little, 
if  any,  probability  of  effecting  any  commercial  ar- 
rangement with  this  Government  within  the  pro- 
bable term  of  my  mission.  My  motive  for  commu- 
nicating the  foregoing  observations  to  your  Excel- 
lency, is  no  other  than  that  of  merely  placing  the 
subject  once  more  before  your  Excellency,  in  a 
plain  and  candid  manner,  free  from  any  complaint 
on  my  part,  or  a  disposition  to  urge  the  renewal  of 
the  negotiation.  , 

I  renew  to  your  Excellency  the  assurance  of 
my  distinguished  consideration  and  respect. 

HENRY  DEARBORN. 


3663 


APPENDIX. 


3064 


Intercourse  vith  Portvgai. 


'■  ' 


1  ►    . 


f» 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Henry  Dearborn,  Minuter 
Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  at  Lisbon,  to 
the  Secretary  of  State,  dated 

Lisbon,  November  27,  1823. 
"On  the  12ih  instant,  I  received  a  note  from 
the  Marquis  de  Paloiella,  in  reply  to  my'note  to 
him  of  the  7th,  of  which  I  had  the  honor  of  en- 
closing a  copy  in  my  letter  to  you  of  the  9th. 
The  Marquis  proposed  a  coni^rence  on  the  14th, 
at  his  office;  I  waited  on  him  accordingly;  he 
very  candidly  admitted  that,  previous  to  the  ex- 
piration of  the  term  of  the  fifteen  years  stipulated 
in  their  treaty  with  England,  concluded  in  June, 
1810,  and  to  such  modifications  of  said  treaty  as 
would  remove  the  obstacles  now  existing,  to  a 
satisfactory  arrangement  with  the  United  States, 
the  Grovernment  of  His  Most  Faithful  Majesty 
could  not,  with  propriety,  form  any  such  treaty 
with  the  United  States,  as  is  desirable,  but  that 
we  might,  nevertheless,  form  a  short  convention, 
merely  relative  to  navigation,  which  would  be  a 
commencement  of  such  a  friendly  and  reciprocal 
arrangement  as  both  Governments  desired,  which 
should  be  on  the  basis  of  our  convention  with 
Great  Britain.  I  agreed  to  make  a  sketch  of  such 
a  short  convention,  relating  to  navigation,  as  he 
had  proposed,  and  accordingly  made  out  one  and 
sent  it  to  him  on  the  19th,  a  copy  of  which  1  have 
the  honor  of  enclosing.  I  met  the  Marquis  on  the 
22d,  when  he  assured  me  that,  within  a  very  few 
days,  he  would  communicate  to  me  the  result  of 
His  Majesty's  decision  on  the  sketch  I  had  pro- 
posed. I  doubt  whether  the  3d  article  will  be 
considered  as  admissible  at  present,  and  whether 
we  shall  ultimately  agree  on  any  thing  that  will 
be  of  much  consequence;  but,  by  the  1st  and  2d 
articles,  some  advantage  would  be  gained,  as  we 
have  so  great  a  number  of  vessels  entering  the 
ports  of  Portugal,  compared  with  the  Portuguese 
vessels  that  enter  the  ports  of  the  United  States." 


Project  of  a  Treaty. 

Article  1.  There  shall  be  a  reciprocal  liberty 
of  navigation  and  commerce  between  the  United 
States  of  America  and  the  Kingdom  of  Portugal, 
and  such  of  her  colonies  as  any  other  foreign  na- 
tion are  or  shall  be  allowed  to  carry  on  com- 
merce with. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  countries,  respectively, 
shall  have  liberty  freely  and  securely  to  come  with 
their  vessels  and  cargoes  to  all  such  places,  ports, 
rivers,  and  harbors,  m  their  respective  territories, 
to  which  any  other  foreign  vessels  are  or  shall  be 
permitted  to  come;  to  enter  into  the  same,  and  re- 
main and  reside  in  any  parts  of  the  said  territories 
respectively;  also,  to  hire  and  occupy  houses  and 
stores  for  the  purpose  of  their  commerce;  and, 
generally,  the  merchants  and  traders  of  each  na- 
tion, respectively,  shall  enjoy  the  most  complete 
protection  and  security  for  their  commerce,  per- 
sons, and  property,  but  subject  always  to  the  laws 
and  statutes  of  the  two  countries  respectively. 

Art.  2.  No  higher  tonnage,  anchorage,  light 
money,  or  other  charges  of  any  kind,  shall  be  im- 
posed on  vessels  belonging  to  the  subjects  of  His 


Most  Faithful  Majesty,  on  entering  any  of  the 
ports  of  the  United  Stales,  whilst  remaining  in 
port,  or  on  clearing  out  and  leaving  any  of  the 
said  ports,  than  shall  be  paid  on  like  vessels  be- 
longing to  citizens  of  the  United  States  arriving 
from  foreign  ports,  other  than  those  belonging  to 
the  United  Slates.  Nor  shall  any  higher  tonnage, 
anchorage,  light  money,  or  other  charges  of  any 
kind,  be  imposed  on  vessels  belonging  to  citizens 
of  the  United  Slates  on  entering  any  of  the  ports 
of  Portugal,  or  such  of  her  colonies  as  foreign 
vessels  may  be  allowed  to  enter;  or  while  re- 
maining at,  or  on  clearing  out  and  leaving  any  of 
the  said  ports,  than  shall  be  paid  on  like  vessels 
belonging  to  the  subjects  of  His  Most  Failhful 
Majesty,  arriving  from  foreign  ports,  other  than 
those  belonging  to  the  dominions  of  His  Most 
Faithful  Majesty. 

Art.  3.  No  higher  duties  shall  be  paid  on  arti- 
cles the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of  Por- 
tugal, or  such  of  her  colonies  as  vessels  of  the 
United  States  shall  be  allowed  freely  to  trade 
with,  being  imported  into  the  United  States  in 
vessels  belonging  to  Portugal  or  her  colonies,  as 
aforesaid,  than  would  be  paid  on  similar  articles 
imported  into  the  United  States  in  vessels  of  the 
United  States.  Nor  shall  any  higher  duties  be 
paid  on  articles  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufac- 
ture, of  the  United  States,  being  imported  into 
Portugal  or  her  colonies,  as  aforesaid,  in  vessels  of 
the  United  States,  than  would  be  paid  on  similar 
articles  imported  in  vessels  of  Portugal  or  her 
colonies,  into  the  ports  of  Portugal. 

Art.  4.  It  shall  be  free  for  each  of  the  two 
contracting  parlies,  respectively,  to  appoint  con- 
suls for  the  protection  of  trade,  to  reside  in  the 
dominions  and  territories  of  the  other  party,  but 
before  any  consul  shall  act  as  such,  he  shall,  in 
the  usual  form,  be  approved  and  admitted  by  the 
Government  to  which  he  is  sent ;  and  it  is  hereby 
declared,  that,  in  case  of  illegal  or  improper  con- 
duct towards  the  laws  of  the  Government  of  the 
country  to  which  he  is  sent,  such  consul  may  be 
punished  according  to  law,  if  the  laws  will  reach 
the  case,  the  ofiended  Government  assigning  to 
the  other  the  reasons  for  the  same. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Henry  Dearborn,  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  at  Lisbon,  to 
the  Secretary  of  State,  dated 

Lisbon,  January  26,  1824. 

"  Since  the  date  of  my  letter  of  the  27th  of  No- 
vember, in  which  I  had  the  honor  of  enclosing  a 
sketch  of  a  short  convention,  as  proposed  by  the 
Marquis  de  Palmella,  I  have  heard  nothing  from 
him  on  the  subject;  and,  under  existing  circum- 
stances, I  have  not  deemed  it  expedient  to  press 
the  subject  any  further,  or  to  attempt  to  refresh 
his  memory  ;  being  fully  satisfied  that,  whatever 
might  have  been  his  own  ^view?,  he  has  found 
such  insurmountable  obstacles  to  carry  them  into 
practical  effect,  as  has  compelled  him  to  be  silent. 
I  am  fully  convinced  that  there  remains  no  prob- 
ability of  effecting  any  satisfactory  arrangement 
with  this  Government  at  present." 
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Extract  of  a  letter  from  General  Dearborn  to  Mr. 

Adams. 

Lisbon,  March  4,  1824. 

"  I  have  received  no  intimation  from  the  Marquis 
de  Palmella,  in  relation  to  the  proposed  conven- 
tion, since  the  date  of  the  last  letter  I  had  the 
honor  of  writing  to  you  ;  nor  is  it  probable  I  shall ; 
of  course  I  am  quite  at  leisure. 

"  I  have  not  yet  received  the  copies  of  the  reg- 
ulations of  the  custom-houses  of  Portugal,  and  her 
colonies,  which  I  had  expected  to  receive  as  early 
as  the  first  of  December. 

"  I  am  now  anxiously  looking  for  the  Presi- 
dent's permission  to  return  home,  as  early  as  I 
proposed  in  my  former  letters." 


COMMERCE  WITH  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  made  to  the 
House,  May  22,  1824. 

The  Committee  on  Commerce,  to  which  has 
been  referred  a  resolution  "  instructing  them  to 
report  to  this  House  whether  any  law  exists  in 
contravention  of  the  provisions  of  the  convention 
of  the  3d  of  July,  1815,  made  between  this  country 
and  Great  Britain  ;  also,  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  countervailing,  by  law,  any  duties  or 
port  charges  on  American  commerce  and  tonnage, 
which  Great  Britain  may  lay  ihereon,  in  her  col- 
onies, or  elsewhere,"  report : 

Thai,  having  bestowed  on  the  first  part  of  the 
resolution  the  consideration  due  to  its  importance, 
take  leave  to  slate  to  the  House,  that  no  law  has 
been  passed,  by  Congress,  which  contravenes  or 
violates  any  provision  of  the  convention  subsisting 
between  the  United  Slates  and  Great  Britain. 
They  regret,' however,  to  find  that  an  opinion  is 
entertained  by  the  British  Government,  that  the 
act  of  Congress,  passed  the  27th  of  April,  1816, 
entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  the  duties  on  imports 
and  tonnage,"  in  imposing  a  higher  duty  on  iron, 
manufactured  by  rolling  ihan  on  hammered  iron, 
contravenes  the  provisions  of  that  convention,  on 
the  ground  that  the  duty  operates  exclusively  on 
iron  manufactured  by  that  mode  in  Grftit  Britain. 
Were  the  facts  on  which  this  opinion  rests  es- 
tablished, the  committee  do  not  think  they  would, 
giving  to  the  convention  either  a  strict  or  liberal 
construction,  warrant  the  inference. 

From  the  views  taken  of  this  subject  by  the 
committee,  they  are  much  gratified  in  being  re- 
lieved from  the  necessity  of  going  into  a  long  and 
elaborate  argument  on  that  point,  by  stating,  that 
the  facts  set  forth  and  relied  on  by  the  British 
Government,  to  support  the  position  taken  by  it, 
will  not  enable  it  to  maintain,  successfully,  that 
position,  as  will  satisfactorily  appear,  by  reference 
to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  treasury  of 
the  lllh  of  February,  1824,  stating  the  imports 
into,  and  exports  from,  the  United  States.  That 
report  informs  the  committee,  that  iron,  manu- 
factured by  rolling,  is  an   import  into  the  United 


States,  not  only  from  Great  Britain,  but  also  from 
Sweden,  Russia,  and  other  countries.  During 
the  last  fiscal  year,  ending  the  30ih  of  Septem- 
ber, 1823,  27,700  cwt.  of  iron,  manufactured  by 
rolling,  was  imported  from  Sweden,  and  2,003 
cwt.  from  Russia,  which  iron  was  subjected  to 
the  payment  of  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  |>er  hun- 
dred weight. 

These  facts,  therefore,  evidently  and  conclu- 
sively show  that  iron  manufactured  by  rolling  is 
not,  according  to  the  position  taken  by  the  British 
Government,  a  manufacture  exclusively  British. 
One,  among  many  reasons,  which  influence  Con- 
gress to  impose  a  higher  duty  on  rolled  than  on 
hammered  iron,  was  the  inferiority  of  the  former 
to  the  latter,  in  use  and  quality.  Mr.  Stratford 
Canning,  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Adams,  Secretary  of 
State,  November  26,  1821,  says  :  '•  Any  difference 
of  use  or  quality,  resulting  from  the  mode  of  man- 
ufacture, may  indeed  constitute  a  fair  ground  of 
distinction ;  but  there  is  every  reason  to  believe 
that  no  such  difference  exists  in  the  present  in- 
stance." That  a  difference,  in  use  and  quality, 
does  exist,  which  Mr.  Canning  admits  to  be  a 
fair  ground  of  distinction,  is  known  to  every 
blacksmith,  and  to  every  man  who  has  used  it. 
Every  man  of  judgment  gives  the  preference  to 
hammered  iron,  because  it  is  freer  from  dross  or 
impurities  than  the  rolled  ;  and  because,  whatever 
articles  are  made  of  the  former,  are  not  only  bet- 
ter, but  more  durable.  The  allusion  made  by 
Mr.  Canning  to  Mr.  Whitney's  saw  gin,  and  his 
comparison  of  that  machine  to  the  machinery  em- 
ployed in  rolling  iron,  is  an  ingenious  effort  to 
get  over  a  puzzling  difficulty,  by  attempting  to 
make  things  similar  which  have  in  them  nothing 
common  to  each  other,  on  which  to  found  a  si- 
militude. It  is  known,  and  it  not  unfrequently 
happens,  that  the  importance  of  the  interest  threat- 
ened to  be  attacked,  produces  a  solicitude  for  its 
security,  which  often  occasions  its  advocates,  more 
zealous  to  preserve  it  from  injury  than  judicious 
in  their  defence  of  it,  to  surrender,  unwarily,  the 
vantage  ground.  Aware  of  this,  the  committee 
have  given  to  the  suggestion,  or  allusion  of  Mr. 
Canning,  all  the  consideration  it  merits,  and  have 
satisfied  themselves,  on  investigating  it,  that  it 
does  not  support  him  in  the  argument  he  founds 
on  it.  The  machinery  employed  in  rolling  or 
manufacturing  iron,  requires,  to  use  it  properly, 
expert  and  skilful  workmen,  disciplined  in  that 
business,  and  also  the  constant  and  vigilant  at- 
tention of  an  intelligent  superintendent,  to  make 
that  mode  of  manufacturing  iron  succeed.  But 
Mr.  Whitney's  saw  gin,  how  happy  soever  the 
invention  may  be,  or  how  much  credit  soever  it 
may  reflect  on  his  genius,  is  so  simple  in  its  con- 
struction, so  easily  worked  and  managed,  that  ne- 
groes, in  the  Southern  States,  are  employed  to 
work  it,  and  the  effect  of  its  operation  is  not  to 
produce  a  change  in  the  use  or  quality  of  the  cot- 
ton, by  that  mode  of  separating  the  cotton  from 
the  seed;  for,  after  the  process  is  completed,' the 
cotton  is  as  much  a  raw  material  as  iron  ore  is, 
when  taken  from  the  mine. 

The  ports  of  the  United  States  have  been  open, 
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generally,  to  the  introduction  of  British  manufac- 
tures, before  and  since  the  convention,  on  prin- 
ciples of  amity  and  liberality  ;  and  the  commit- 
tee are  not  a  little  surprised  to  find  that  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  should  be  charged 
with  giving  to  the  convention  an  astuteness  of 
construction  incompatible  with  its  provisions,  es- 
pecially when  the  ports  of  His  Britannic  Majesty 
in  Europe  are  closed  against  the  introduction  of 
the  staple  articles  of  the  Eastern  and  Middle 
States.  Will  the  Government  of  Great  Britain 
allow  the  importation  into  Great  Britain  of  cotton 
and  wool  cards,  and  cut  nails,  manufactures  of 
the  United  States,  on  the  ground  that  those  arti- 
cles are  manufactured  exclusively  in  the  United 
States,  by  machines,  the  invention  of  ingenious 
citizens  ?  Or  does  it  allow,  on  any  terms,  the  im- 
portation of  those  articles  into  Great  Britain  ? 
The  statutes  of  that  kingdom  will  give  the  answer 
and  the  commentary.  In  short,  on  which  side 
soever  the  committee  look,  they  see  the  industry 
and  enterprise  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States 
subjected  by  British  policy  to  prohibitions  or  re- 
strictions, that  are  not  retorted  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  on  the  industry  and 
enterprise  of  British  subjects.  From  the  views 
which  the  committee  have  taken  on  this  subject, 
they  cannot  recommend  to  the  House  any  altera- 
tion or  modification  of  the  act  of  Congress  im- 
posing a  higher  duty  on  iron  manufactured  by 
rolling,  than  on  that  prepared  by  the  hammer. 

As  to  the  second  part  of  the  resolution,  the  com- 
mittee respectfully  stale,  that,  although  the  com- 
merce and  navigation  of  these  United  States  with 
the  British  West  India  islands,  experience  many 
embarrassments,  and  are  subjected  to  high  duties 
and  charges,  to  which  the  commerce  and  naviga- 
tion of  those  islands  are  not  liable  in  the  United 
States,  yet  the  committee  forbear  at  this  time  to 
recommend  the  adoption  of  any  countervailing 
measure,  ai  the  points  of  difference  in  relation  to 
this  subject  are  in  negotiation  between  the  two 
Governments. 

The  committee,  having  performed  the  duty  as- 
signed them,  respectfully  submit  to  the  House  the 
following  resolution  : 

Reaolved,  That  the  committee  be  discharged  from 
the  further  coDsideration  of  the  resolution  referred  to 
them. 


Mr.  Canning  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Washington,  Nov.  25,  1822. 
Sir  :  The  approach  of  another  session  of  Con- 
gress induces  me  to  remind  you  of  the  correspond- 
ence which  I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  to  you 
last  year,  by  the  express  conimands  of  my  Gov- 
ernment, on  the  subject  of  the  unequal  duties 
levied  on  rolled  and  hammered  iron,  according  to 
the  tariff  which  is  now  in  force.  Being  aware 
that  the  correspondence  in  question  has  been  com 
municated  ofl&cially  to  Congress,  and  that  the  con- 
sideration of  it  by  that  assembly  has  been  deferred 
only  in  consequence  of  the  great  pressure  of  busi- 
ness at  the  close  of  the  last  session,  I  confine  my- 
self at  present  to  requesting  your  good  offices  that. 


as  far  as  depends  upon  the  Executive  Govern- 
ment, this  matter  may  be  brought,  in  the  course  of 
the  ensuing  session,  to  a  just  and  satisfactory  con- 
clusion. 

I  beg,  sir,  that  you  will  accept  the  assurance  of 
my  perfect  consideration. 

STRATFORD  CANNING. 

Hon.  John  Q,.  Ada.ms,  &c. 


Mr.  Canning  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Washington,  March  17,  1823. 

Sir  :  Not  having  the  honor  to  hear  from  you 
during  the  late  session  of  Congress,  or  since  its 
close,  respecting  the  equalization  of  the  duties  on 
British  rolled  and  hammered  iron,  imported  into 
the  United  States,  on  which  subject  I  have  fre- 
quently had  occasion  to  address  you,  it  becomes 
my  duty  to  request  a  communication  of  the  inten- 
tions of  the  American  Government  on  this  point, 
for  the  information  of  His  Majesty's  Ministers. 
The  message  which  was  sent  down  to  Congress 
last  year,  by  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
together  with  the  correspondence  relative  to  the 
duties  on  rolled  and  hammered  iron,  afforded  a 
reasonable  expectation  that  the  many  strong  facts 
and  arguments,  repeatedly  urged  against  the  ex- 
isting discrimination  in  the  duties  on  those  articles, 
had  at  length  produced  their  ju^t  effect,  and  that 
the  American  Legislature  would  hasten  to  pass 
an  act  for  placing  the  duties  in  question  on  a  toot- 
ing consistent  with  a  fair  and  equitable  construc- 
tion of  the  commercial  treaty. 

In  ignorance  of  the  circum>tances,  if  any,  which 
may  have  prevented  this  expectation  from  being 
realized,  I  cannot  but  hope,  sir,  that  your  occupa- 
tions will  admit  of  my  being  honored  with  an 
early  answer  to  this  letter. 

I  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  to  repeat  to 
you  the  assurance  of  my  most  distinguished  con- 
sideration. 

STJIATFORD  CANNING. 


Mr.  Addiiujton  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Wa.shington,  Nov.  20,  1823. 

Sir  :  It  is  now  seven  years  since,  in  pursuance 
of  instructions  from  His  Majesty's  Secretary  of 
State,  the  first  representation  was  submitted  by 
the  British  Minister,  resident  in  this  Capital,  to 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  against  the 
unequal  and  unjust  duties  laid  on  British  rolled 
iron,  imported  into  the  United  States. 

Since  that  time  the  subject  has  been  rep«atedly 
brought  under  their  consideration,  as  well  as  un- 
der that  of  the  Supreme  Legislative  body. 

It  has  been  presented  in  so  many  lights,  and  all 
the  argunients  in  support  of  the  claim  advanced 
by  the  British  traders  to  be  exonerated  from  those 
duties,  have  been  so  often,  and  so  unanswerably 
pressed,  that  it  would  be  presumption  in  me  to 
attempt  to  add  any  thing  in  support  of  a  cause 
advocated  by  persons  so  much  more  capable,  by 
their  weight  and  ability,  of  doing  justice  to  it, 
than  myself 

I  feel,  therefore,  sir,  that,  as  far  as  regards  the 


discussion  of  the  merits  of  the  question,  I  cannot 
do  better  than  refer  you  to  Mr.  Stratford  Can- 
ning's letter,  to  yourself,  dated  November  the  26th, 
1821,  in  which  the  subject  is  handled  with  a  clear- 
ness and  soundness  of  logic  difficult  to  surpass, 
and  which  must  carry  conviction  to  every  candid 
and  unprejudiced  mind. 

Setting  aside,  then,  all  further  argumentation 
of  the  question,  I  shall  content  myself  with  ap- 
pealing, which  I  do  with  confidence,  to  the  feel- 
ings of  integrity  and  justice  which  animate  the 
Government  of  this  country,  for  the  exertion  of 
its  powerful  influence  with  the  Legislature,  in  or- 
der to  procure  the  revision  of  an  act  passed  under 
an  erroneous  impression,  or  rather  total  misappre- 
hension of  the  subject. 

That  act  is  manifestly  contrary  to  the  spirit, 
indeed,  to  the  letter,  of  the  convention,  concluded 
in  1815,  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
States,  in  which  it  is  stipulated,  that  like  duties 
shall  be  reciprocally  leviable  upon  like  articles. 
No  mention  is  therein  made  of  the  specific  mode 
of  manufacturing  those  articles. 

By  imposing  an  extra  duty  on  rolled  iron,  be- 
tween which,  and  that  produced  by  hammering, 
it  is  now  proved  that,  if  there  exist  any  difference 
in  quality,  that  difference  is  in  favor  of  the  former, 
a  shackle  is  placed  on  the  hands  of  genius  and 
invention,  and  a  premium  offered  for  the  discour- 
agement of  science.  But  surely,  sir,  this  war 
against  useful  innovation  and  improvement  is  al- 
together unworthy  of  a  nation  distinguished  by 
its  love  of  novelty,  by  its  rapid  progress  in  the 
arts,  and  by  the  native  vigor,  and  inventiveness 
of  mind,  of  its  inhabitants. 

If  Great  Britain,  instead  of  allowing  in  her  own 
markets  to  the  manufactures  of  the  United  Stales 
a  fair  and  free  competition  with  those  of  other 
nations,  were,  by  a  forced  construction  of  the 
terms  of  her  conventions  to  burden  with  oppress- 
ive duties  such  of  the  articles  of  the  former  as, 
being  the  produce  of  the  creative  talents  of  their 
citizens,  evinced  in  the  superiority  of  their  ma- 
chinery, enjoy  thereby  an  advantage  over  "the 
like,"  wares  of  other  countries,  would  she  not 
render  herself  justly  obnoxious  to  the  imputation 
of  injustice,  and  illiberality  ?  And  yet,  sir,  this 
is  but  the  course  which  the  United  Slates  have 
adopted  with  regard  to  the  iron  manufactures  of 
Great  Britain. 

But  I  am  persuaded  that  this  course  is  not  ac- 
cordant with  the  genuine  feelings  of  the  country  : 
that  the  duties  in  question  were  originally  im- 
posed by  Congress,  under  a  misapprehension  of 
the  real  merits  of  the  case ;  that  those  merits  being 
once  well  known,  and  duly  appreciated,  as  they 
raubt  now  be,  the  appeal  made  to  the  candor  of  a 
body  so  distinguished  by  integrity,  and  liberality 
of  sentiment,  as  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
will  not  be  urged  in  vain;  and  that  the  inventive 
genius  of  Great  Britain  will  be  allowed  to  secure 
to  her  manufacturers  those  honest  profits  to  whi-h 
they  are  so  justly  entitled. 

I  have  only  to  add,  sir,  the  expression  of  my 
hope,  that  you  will  lose  no  time  in  submitting  to 
Congress,  as  shortly  after  its  convocation  as  may 


be  expedient,  the  application  now  made  in  behalf 
of  the  British  iron  merchants,  and  that  you  will 
lend  it  the  powerful  aid  of  a  recommendation 
from  the  Government,  that  the  subject  may  be 
taken  by  that  body  into  their  immediate  consid- 
eration. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  <tc. 

H.  U.  ADDINGTON. 
Hon.  J.  Q,.  Aoam3,  Sec'ry  of  State 


Mr.  Addington  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Washington,  March  4,  1824. 

Sir  :  I  take  the  liberty  of  calling  your  attention 
to  a  letter  which  I  had  occasion  to  address  to  you 
on  the  20th  of  November  last,  to  which  I  have 
not  as  yet  had  the  honor  of  receiving  an  answer, 
in  which  I  requested  the  interposition  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Government  with  the  Houses  of  Con- 
gress, for  the  purposeof  procuring  an  equalization 
of  the  duties  on  British  iron. 

In  a  conversation  which,  posterior  to  the  date 
of  that  letter,  I  had  the  honor  of  holding  with 
you,  I  received  an  assurance  that,  although  no 
step  in  furtherance  of  the  above  object  had,  at 
that  time,  been  taken  by  the  Government,  yet,  as 
soon  as  the  question  of  the  tariff  should  be  brought 
under  the  consideration  of  the  Legislature,  ray 
wishes  should  be  attended  to. 

It  was  with  no  small  mortification  that  I  learnt, 
yesterday,  that  the  subject  of  the  duties  on  iron 
had  been  already  brought  to  an  issue  unfavorable 
to  the  just  demands  of  the  British  Government ; 
anjd  that,  without  any  formal  intervention  in  favor 
of  those  demands  having  taken  place  on  the  part 
of  this  Government  with  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives. I  have  also  been  assured  that,  had  such 
an  intervention  taken  place  at  the  proper  lime, 
the  point  desired  would,  in  all  probability,  have 
been  carried. 

I  have  now,  therefore,  the  honor  of  addressing 
you  once  more  upon  this  subject,  and  of  submit- 
tii^g  a  request,  in  the  name  of  His  Majesty's  Gov- 
erftment,  that  the  President  will  be  pleased  to 
recommend  to  the  Senate  the  consideration  of  this 
matter,  in  order  that,  according  to  the  express 
terms  of  the  commercial  treaties  existing  between 
the  two  countries,  the  iron  manufactures  of  Great 
Britain  may  be  placed  upon  a  footing  of  strict 
equality  with  those  of  the  nations  which,  in  the 
existing  state  of  things,  enjoy  an  undue  advan- 
tage over  the  former. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

H.  U.  ADDINGTON. 

Hon.  John  Q,.  Adams,  dec. 


Mr.  Addington  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Washington,  Map  5,  1824. 

Sir:  Agreeably  to  your  desire,  as  expressed  to 
me  yesterday,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you, 
herewith,  the  copy  of  a  despatch,  which  I  have 
recently  received  from  His  Majesty's  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affaires,  relative  to  the  unequal 
duties  levied  in  this  country  upon  rolled  iron,  the 
manufacture  of  Great  Britain. 
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SUUe  of  the  Sinking  Fund, 


In  this  despatch  you  will  perceive,  sir,  that  I  am 
instructed  to  press  this  subject  once  more,  and  in 
the  most  earnest  manner,  upon  the  attention  of  the 
American  Government,  and  to  represent  to  them, 
that,  in  cas^e  a  claim,  founded  upon  the  clearest 
grounds  of  right  and  equity,  be  still  disregarded 
by  the  Legislature  of  the  United  States,  it  must 
become  a  question  for  the  consideration  of  His 
Majesty's  Government,  whether,  m  justice  to  the 
interest  of  Great  Britain,  it  may  not  be  expedient 
to  act  ujton  the  principles  laid  doton  by  the   United 


cles,  would  have  produced  their  just  effect ;  but  as 
this  unfortunately  does  not  appear  to  have  beea 
the  case,  I  have  to  instruct  you  to  bring  this  busi- 
ness again  before  the  American  Grovernment,  and 
to  represent  to  them  the  injury  to  which  the  iron 
trade  of  this  country  continues  to  be  exposed  by 
this  measure,  and  the  injustice  of  withholding 
that  relief,  to  which  they  in  effect  admitted  our 
claim,  by  the  Message  of  the  President  above  re- 
ferred to. 


You  will  observe,  that,  if  the  principle,  which 
States  themsdces,\y  considering  their  cotton,  which  1  appears  to  have  led  the  Congress  to  delay  the  re^ 
stands  in  precisely  the  same  relation  to  that  of  j  peal  of  this  discriminating  duty,  were  admitted,  it 
other  countries,  as  the  iron  of  Great  Britain  '  might,  with  equal  justice,  be  applied  by  His  Maj- 
to  foreign  iron,  as  a  manufactured  article,  and  j  esty's  Government  to  the  article  of  American 
subjecting  it  as  such,  to  a  higher  rate  of  duty  than  cotton,  imported  into  this  country,  as  compared 
is  charged  on  other  cotton,  which  has  not  been  with  that  brought  from  the  East  Indies  or  South 
cleansed  by  machinery.  ,  America;  for   the  cotton   of  the   United   States, 

I  trust,  sir,  that  the  Legislature  of  the  United  being  cleaned  and  separated  from  the  seeds  and 
Stales,  by  caodidly  admitting  the  validity  of  the  |  husks,  by  a  process  requiring  the  aid  of  machinery, 
claim  advanced  by  Great  Britain,  will  spare  His  becomes,  (if  this  principle  is  to  l>e  acted  upon  to 
Majesty's  Government  the  pain  of  taking  a  mea-  i  its  fullest  extent,)  by  parity  of  reasoning,  as  much 
sure  which,  however  just,  would  not  be  resorted  j  in  truth,  as  the  rolled  iron,  a  manufactured  article 
to  by  them  without  unfeigned  reluctance,  and  as  I  when  compared  with  the  cotton  of  the  other  coun- 
a  step  called  for  by  an  imperious  sense  of  justice  ■  tries  above  mentioned;  this  last  jirticle  being  im- 
to  the  interests  of  His  Majesty's  subjects.  j  ported  nearly  in  the  state  in  which  it  is  gathered. 

The  equalization  of  duties,  desired  by  the  British  |  without  undergoing  any  process  for  the  purpose  of 
Government,  is  of  comparatively  trifling  import-  j  cleaning  or  separating  it  from  the  seeds,  &c. 
ance  to  this  country,  but  of  very  serious  moment  j  In  pressing,  therefore,  the  American  Govern- 
to  the  interests  of  Great  Britain  ;  inasmuch  as  !  ment  to  come  to  a  conclusion  on  this  subject,  in 
those  duties  directly  affect  one  of  her  staple  com-  conformity  with  the  repeated  representations  ad- 
modilies;  and  surely,  sir,  it  were  much  to  be  :  dressed  to  them  from  hence,  I  have  to  request  that, 
regretted,  that,  by  persevering  in  a  course,  by  !  in  addition  to  the  very  able  reasoning  contained 
which,  independent  of  its  injustice,  the  United  j  in  the  notes  of  your  predecessor  to  the  American 
Stales,  in  general,  are  so  little  benefited,  the  Le-  j  Government,  of  the  31st  March  and  the  26th  No- 
gislature  of  this  country  should  hazard  any  dimi-  \  vember,  1821,  on  this  subject,  you  will  urge  this 
nulion  of  the  friendly  feelings  and  good  correspond-  j  argument  also ;  and  thai  you  will  apprize  them,  that, 
ence  which  subsist  between  the  two  nations,  by  '  if,  contrary  to  our  just  expectation,  the  existing 
forcing  Great  Britain  (for  it  would  be  a  matter  of  inequality  of  duty  on  rolled  and  hammered  iron 
positive  compulsion)  into  the  adoption  of  mea- 1  be  not  removed,  ii  must  become  a  question  for  the 
sures,  which,  however  undeniably  equitable,  might  j  consideration  of  His  Majesty's  Government,  whe- 
yet  tend  to  create  in  the  United  States,  sentiments  ther,  in  justice  to  the  interests  of  this  country,  it 
of  a  character  opposite  to  iho.se  which  at  present  may  not  be  expedient  to  act  on  the  principle  laid 
so  happily  animate  both  people  in  their  relations  down  by  the  United  Slates  themselves,  by  con- 
with  each  other,  and  which  it  is  the  earnest  desire  [  sidering  their  cotton  as  a  manufactured  article, 
of  His  Majesty's  Government  to  perpetuate  by  '  and  subjecting  it,  as  such,  to  a  higher  rate  of  duly 


every  legitimate  means. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec, 

H.  U.  ADDIXGTON. 


Mr.  Canning  to  Mr.  Addington. 

Foreign  Office,  March  13,  1824. 

Sir:  In  consequence  of  renewed  applications 
from  the  persons  engaged  in  the  iron  trade  of  this 
kingdom.  His  Majesty'?  Government  have  again 
had  under  their  consideration  the  difference  of 
duty  levied  in  the  United  States,  on  rolled  and 
hammered  iron,  the  produce  of  Great  Britain. 

The  British  Government  had  hoped  that  the 
Message  sent  by  the  President  of  the  United  Stales 


than  is  charged   on   other  cotton,  which  has  not 
been  cleaned  by  machinery. 
1  am,  dec, 

GEORGE  CANNING. 


STATE  OF  THE  SINKING  FUND. 


[Communicated  to  the  House,  Febroarj  6,  1824.] 

The  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  respectfully 
report  to  dmgreKS : 
That  the  measures  which  have  been  authorized 
to  the  Congress,  in  the  year  1822,  and  the  very  ;  by  the  Board,  subsequent  to  the  last  report,  of  the 
strong  facts  and  arguments  repeatedly  used  by  Sir  6th  of  February,  1823,  as  far  as  the  same  have 
Charles  Bagot,  and  Mr.  Stratford  Canning,  dur-  been  completed,  are  fully  detailed  in  the  report  of 
ing  their  several  missions  in  America,  against  the  '  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  this  Board,  dated 
existing  discrimination  in  the  duties  ou  these  arti- 1  the  5lh  day  of  the  present  month,  and  iu  the  stale- 
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meots  therein  referred  to,  which  are  herewith 
transmitted,  and  prayed  to  be  received  as  part  of 
this  report. 

DANIEL  D.  TOMPKINS, 

Vice  President  of  the  U.  S. 
JOHN  MARSHALL, 

Chief  Justice  of  the  U.  S. 
JOHN  aUlNCY  ADAMS, 

Secretary  of  State,  U.  S. 
WM.  WIRT,  AUomep  General  U.S. 
Wabhington,  February  6,  1824. 


Treasiry  Department, 

February  5,  1824. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  respectfully  re- 
ports to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking 
Fund- 
That  the  sums  disbursed  from  the  Treasury,  during 
the  year  1822,  on  account  of  the  principal  and  in- 
terest of  the  public  debt,  amounted,  as  per  last  an- 
nual report,  to  -  -  -  -$7,849,159  67 
And  have  been  accounted   for  in  the 

following  manner,  vir: 
There  was  applied,  for  the  payment 
of  a  sum  short  provided,  on  ac- 
count of  the  public  debt,  prior  to 
the  Ist  of  January,  1822,  as  per 
statement  B,  annexed  to  the  last 
annual  report  .... 
There  was  applied,  during  the  year 
1822,  towards  the  payment  of  the 
principal  and  interest  of  the  pub- 
lic debt,  as  ascertained  by  accounts 
rendered  to  this  Department,  as  per 
the  annexed  statement  (A)  the 
sum  of  •         .         .  $7,842,190  87 


34,588  98 


In  the  reimbursement 

of  the    principal   of 

the  deferred  stock    - 
In   the    redemption  of 

the  Louisiana  stock 
In   the    redemption   of 

the  .Misnissippi  stock 
In   the   redemption   of 

Treasury  note  stock 
In  payment  of  certain 

parts  of  the  domaatic 

debt 
In  payment  of  the  six 

per  centum  stock  of 

1796 
lo  payment  of  the  six 

per  centum  stock  of 

1820 


$566,971   83 

5,294   12 

23,388  94 

277  00 


436  99 


80,000  00 


-    2,000,000  00 


$2,676,370  88 

On  accountof  the  inter- 
est which  accrued  in 
that  year,  viz  : 

Amount     of     interest 

which  accrued         -    5,165,819  99 


$7,842,190  87 
Of  this  sum  there  was 
short  provided,  con- 
sisting of  unclaimed 

18lh  Con.  l»l  Sctii.— 97 


dividends  not  applied 
for  by  the  proprie- 
tors, as  per  the  an- 
nexed statement   B 


27,620  18 


7,814,570  69 
$7,849,159  67 

That,  during  the  year  1823,  the  following  dis- 
bursements were  made  by  the  Treasury,  on  ac- 
count of  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  public 
debt: 

On  account  of  the  interest  of  the  debt 

and  reimbursement  of  the  deferred 

stock 

In  payment  of  certain    parts   of  the 

domestic  debt  .  -  .  . 
In  payment  of  the  Mississippi  stock 


$5,525,400  09 

294  43 

5,477  07 


Making,  together,  as  appears  by  the 

annexed   statement  0,  the   sum  of    $5.53  b,  171   58 


Which  disbursements  were  made  from  the  ap- 
propriation of  ten  millions  of  dollars  for  the  year 
1823,  and  from  a  repayment,  in  that  year,  of  mo- 
neys heretofore  advanced  on  account  of  the  pub- 
lic debt,  as  per  statement  D,  and  will  be  accounted 
for  in  the  next  annual  report,  in  conformity  to  ac- 
counts which  shall  then  have  been  rendered  lo 
this  Department.  In  the  mean  time,  the  manner 
in  which  the  said  sum  has  been  applied  is  estimat- 
ed as  follows : 

There  is  estimated  to  have  been  appHed  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  deBciency,  at  the  end  of  the  year  1822, 
as  per  statement  B         -         -         -         $27,620   18 

In  the  reimbursement  of  the  deferred 

stock 601,611  73 

la    the  payment   of  the    Mississippi 
stock 5,477  07 

In  the  payment  of  certain  parts  of  the 

domestic  debt         ....  294  48 


And  in  the  payment  of  interest  on  the 

debt,  viz: 
The  interest  for  1853 

is  estimated  at         •  $5,004,113  22 
Deduct  this  sum,  short 

provided,    per    ef^ti- 

mate  F  -         -         -        107,945  04 


$635,003  10 


4,896,168  18 
$5,531,171  58 


A  statement  (G)  is  annexed,  which  exhibits 
the  balance  of  the  annual  appropriation  of  $10,- 
000,000  remaining  unapplied  on  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary, 1824;  and  a  statement,  marked  H,  of  the 
funded  debt,  on  the  1st  January,  1824. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

EDWARD  JONES, 

I  Chitf  Clerk  for 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD, 
Secretary  of  tlu  Treasury. 

[The  tabular  statements  are  omitted.] 
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MEMORIAL 

0/a  committee  of  the  cUuens  of  Charleston,  South  Ca- 
rolina, against  the  proposed  increase  of  the  Tariff. — 
February  9,  1824. 

The  memorial  of  the  citizens  of  Charleston 
and  its  Ticiaityr,  by  their  committee,  respectfully 
showeth : 

That  your  memorialists  have  not  witnessed, 
without  the  liveliest  anxiety  and  alarm,  the  efforts 
that  have  been  made,  for  some  time  past,  and  are 
still  pertinaciously  persisted  in,  by  certain  persons 
professing  themselves  the  exclusive  friends  of  do- 
mestic industry,  to  force  upon  the  good  people  of 
the  United  States  a  system  of  prottcting  duties, 
which,  your  memorialists  do  seriously  believe^is 
calculated  most  deeply  to  atfect  the  great  interests 
of  the  agricultural  Slates;  perhaps  even  to  work 
their  speedy  and  utter  ruin. 

Your  memorialists  did,  upon  a  former  occasion, 
apply  to  your  honorable  body  upon  this  very  sub- 
ject, and  they  trUst  that  their  remonstrance  was 
then  marked  with  all  that  calmness  and  decency 
with  which  it  is  fit  that  citizens,  under  such  a 
Government  as  the  American,  should  address 
themselves  to  their  representatives  and  rulers. 
They  are  persuaded  that  ihey  took  a  full  and 
candid  view  of  the  whole  question,  whether  it  be 
regarded  as  one  of  theoretical  curiosity  or  of  great 
practical  moment — whether  it  be  considered  ir. 
relation  to  the  whole  Union  or  to  their  own  pecu- 
liar situation.  Upon  a  solemn  review  of  these 
their  reasonings  and  representations,  (a  copy  of 
which  is  herewith  respectfully  transmitted,)  they 
see  nothing  in  them  that  ought  to  be  retracted,  or 
even  in  the  slightest  degree  qualified.  They  still 
maintain  that  a  system  of  monopoly  and  bounties 
is  inconsistent  with  every  idea  of  equal  rights  and 
sound  policy.  They  still  deprecate  so  violent  a 
diversion  of  capital  and  industry  from  the  chan- 
nels in  which  they  would  naturally  flow,  for  the 
purpose  of  forcing  them  into  others,  in  which 
their  operations  must  needs  be  more  embarrassed 
and  less  eflScient.  They  still  protest  against  that 
unequal  distribution  of  the  public  burdens  which 
must  necessarily  result  from  the  imposing  such 
heavy  indirect  taxes  upon  consumption,  as  a  vio- 
lation of  the  spirit  at  least,  if  not  of  the  very  letter 
of  the  Federal  Constitution.  They  siill  think  it 
probable  that  the  failure  of  the  national  revenue 
from  the  customs,  in  consequence  of  the  proposed 
tariff,  will  make  a  resort  to  direct  taxation  inevi- 
table, and  they  look  forward  with  concern  to  the 
troubles  and  inconveniences  incident  to  that  odi- 
ous and  vexatious  system. 

But  the  objections  which  your  memorialists 
have  now  to  urge  against  the  adoption  of  the 
measure  in  question,  are  not  these  general  ones. 
They  do  not  imply  a  refined  discussion  of  any 
abstract  principles  of  political  economy.  They 
do  not  involve  any  complicated  calculations  of 
political  arithmetic.  Unfortunately  for  the  people 
of  the  Southern  States,  they  are  of  a  very  obvious 
and  palpable  kind.  They  arise  immediately  out 
of  the  situation  of  this  part  of  the  country,  and 
come  home  with  a  force,  greater  than  that  of  any 


argument,  to  the  busioess  and  bo6oms  of  all  ii4 
inhabitants. 

The  change  that  has  taken  place  in  the  circum- 
stances of  this  State,  since  the  former  memorial 
was  transmitted  to  Congress,  is  unprecedented 
and  inconceivable.  At  that  time  (and  it  is  no 
longer  ago  than  three  years)  South  Carolina  was 
enjoying  advantages,  as  an  agricultural  State, 
that  have  seldom  if  ever  been  exceeded  in  any 
other  part  of  the  world.  Her  staple  commodities 
were  sent  to  a  ready  market,  and  commanded 
prices  that  showed  she  shared  in  a  sort  of  monop- 
oly of  it.  Thin  as  her  population  is,  (not  above 
twenty  inhabitants  to  the  square  mile,)  the  value 
of  lands  every  where  rose  considerably.  On  the 
sea  islands  in  particular,  lo  eight,  ten,  and  even 
twenty  times  as  much  as  they  were  rated  at  thirty 
years  ago,  while  that  of  slaves  and  other  properly 
also  greatly  advanced.  The  citizens  of  this  State 
might  then  contemplate  a  measure  like  that  in 
queNtion,  if  not  without  disapprobation,  at  least 
without  dismay,  and  although  they  did  protest,  as 
they  had  a  right  to  protest,  against  an  im{>olitic 
and  premature  encouragement  of  manufactures, 
in  a  country  like  the  United  States,  where  there 
is  so  much  good  land  unoccupied  and  in  woods, 
and  against  the  injustice  of  taxing  so  heavily  al- 
most all  the  classes  of  the  community,  and  almost 
all  the  States  of  the  Confederation,  to  fill  the 
pockets  of  comparatively  few  speculators  and 
monopolists;  yet,  as  they  did  not  perceive,  at  that 
time,  the  pernicious  tendency  of  the  measure  in 
its  whole  extent,  they  would  probably  have  ac- 
quiesced under  it,  bad  it  been  adopted,  without 
much  murniuring^-certainly  without  any  open 
and  violent  resistance.  But  things  are  now  in  a 
very  different  situation  with  them,  and  the  whole 
subject  has  assumed  a  more  serious  and  gloomy 
aspect. 

The  cultivation  of  cotton,  encouraged  by  the 
very    prosperity    which     has    been    just    noticed, 
has   been   so   prodigiously  extended   in   this  and 
other  States,  as  well  as  in  foreign  countries,  that, 
notwithstanding  the  unprecedented  increase  of  the 
trade  in  England,  every  market  in  Europe  is  al- 
ready glutted  with  it;  and  as  the  evil  is  every  day 
growing  with  the  growth  of  the  new  countries 
into  which  enterprise  is  pushing  its  adventures, 
there  can  be  no  doubt  but  that,  in  the  cour>e  of  a 
very    few   years,    this   commodity    will,    like   all 
otht-rs  where  there  is  a  free  competition  ia  trade, 
be  reduced  to  the  lowest  possible  price.     In  the 
mean  time,  the  effects  that  have  already  been  pro- 
duced here,  by  this  mighty  revolution,  are  deplor- 
able in  the  extreme.     Property  of  all  kinds  is  de- 
preciated beyond  example.     A  feeling  of  gloomy 
despondence  is  l)eginning  to  prevail  every  where 
in  the  lower  country.     Estates  are  sacrificed  to 
pay  the  last  instalments  on  the  bonds  given  for 
i  the  purchase  money.     Nobody  seems  disposed  to 
I  buy  what  every  body  is  anxious  to  sell,  at  any 
I  price.     In  short,  it  is  manifest  that  the  extraordi- 
I  nary  prosperity  which  South  Carolina,  in  com- 
'  mon   with  the  other   Southern    States,   enjoyed 
:  some  years  ago,  is  gone  by  forever,  and  it  will  re- 
•  quire  all  the  skill  and  industry  of  our  agriculturists, 
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in  future,  to  maintain  their  place  in  the  market,  they  would  be  members,  and  because  their  inter- 
even  at  the  most  reduced  prices  of  produce.  j  esis  as  individuals  are  supposed  to  be  swallowed 
And  is  this  juncture,  your  memorialists  beg  leave  ;  up  and  lost  in  their  interests  as  citizens.  But.  in 
to  ask,  is  this  juncture,  so  critical  and  perilous  at  a  confederacy,  no  such  a  case  as  this  could  possi* 
best,  a  seasonable  one  for  the  measure  in  question  ?  bly  arise,  from  the  very  fact,  that  it  was  a  con- 
Is  it  al  this  moment,  when  the  cotton  trade,  upon  :  federacy,  and  the  giving  up  of  a  whole  State,  as 
which,  not  the  prosperity  alone,  but  the  very  ex-  in  the  case  supposed,  that  is,  not  with  a  view  to 
isience  of  some  parts  of  the  Southern  States  de-    its  ultimate  interest,  but  professedly  for  the  pur 


pends,  is  sinking  under  its  own  weight  t  when  an 
American  statesman  ought  to  be  tasking  his  in 
vention  for  expedients  to  protect  and  preserve  that 


pose  of  protecting  the  rest  of  the  confederation  as 
such,  would  be,  as  to  it,  a  dissolution  of  the  league. 
Now,  what  is  the  fact  here?     We  have  united 


very  lucrative  portion  of  it  which  is  at  present !  ourselves  in  a  great  National  Government,  whick 
enjoyed  by  the  United  States — is  it  at  such  a  mo-  i  is  indeed  consolidated  as  to  certain  purposes,  bat 
ment  as  this,  that  we  are  seriously  discussing  a'  is  a  mere  league  of  independent  States  as  to  others, 
measure  like  the  tariff  bill?  When  the  people  of  |j Congress  has  been  invested  with  all  the  powers 
the  South  are  already  apprehending  the  exclusion  Inecessary  to  effect  the  former,  and  under  what  de- 
of  their  produce  from  foreign  markets,  by  a  fair  scription  of  powers  does  that  of  protecting  the 
competition,  or  by  the  partialities  of  the  European  |/ manufactures  of  certain  Slates,  even  at  the  risk  of 
colonial  systems,  shall  we  provoke  our  present  cus-  !Votal  ruin  to  others,  come  ?  It  must  be  obvious  lo 
lomers  to  measures  of  retaliation,  by  ceasing  to  i  every  one,  that  the  right  to  regulate  commerce 
be  their  customers?  Is  it  wise  and  politic  to  try  with  foreign  nations,  and  the  exclusive  right  to 
experiments  on  such  a  vast  scale  ?  Is  it  prudent  i  levy  duties  on  exports  and  imports,  were  never 
to  hazard  so  much  real  and  present  good   for  the  ,  given   with  any  such  view;  and,  although  it  is 


attainment  of  so  little,  and  that,  too,  existing  in 
mere  vision  and  possibility? 


true  that  the  words  in  which  these  are  delegated, 
are  very  large  and    sweeping,   and   therefore   it 


Such  is  the  language  which  your  memorialists  |  would  be  difficult  to  say  of  such  a  measure  as  the 
ihink  ought  to  be  addressed,  and  which  they  can-  one  in  contemplation,  that  it  is  absolutely  uncon- 
noi  but  flatter  themselves  will  be  addressed  with    stitutional,  yet,  your  memorialists  do  affirm  that  it 


effect,  to  the  wisdom  and  patriotism  of  your  hon 
orable  body  ;  but,  the  occasion  is,  in  their  opinion. 


is,  nevertheless,  inconsistent  with  the  character  and 
I  spirit  of  our  confederated  Government;  and  ihey 


so  momentous  and  alarming,  that  they  feel' them- i  respectfully,  but  seriously  and  emphatically  call 
selves  warranted  in  declaring,  as  they  now  do,  in  !  upon  you,  to  whom  the  conduct  of  that  very  com- 
ihe  most  emphatic  manner,  that  they  regard  such  {  plicated  polity  is  committed,  because  of  your  wis- 
a  measure  as  the  one  under  consideration,  (if  their  dom  and  capacity,  to  reflect  maturely  upon  the 
view  of  its  nature  and  probable  consequences  is  conse<juences  that  will  probably  ensue  upon  the 
correct,)  as  a  violation  of  the  spirit  of  the  Federal  I  adoption  of  the  tariff  proposed.  They  certainly 
compact.  Your  memorialists  would  remind  the  >  deprecate  any  thing  like  a  difference  between  the 
advocates  of  the  tariff,  that  the're  is  a  wide  dilfer-    Government  and  the  people;  they  abhor  the  idea 


ence  between  a  confederacy  of  independent  sover- 
eignties or  States,  and  ^  nation  living  under  a 
single  and  consolidated  Government.  The  rela- 
tion of  the  parts  to  each  other  is  much  more  in- 
timate in  the  latter,  than  they  can  ever  be  in  the 
former  case,  and  as  the  interest  of  each  individual 
part  is,  there,  supposed  to  be  identified  completely 
with  that  of  the  whole,  so  it  is  generally  understood 
that,  whenever  occasion  may  require  it,  great  na- 
tional objects  must  be  promoted,  whatever  partial 
evils  may  be  occasioned  by  the  measures  adopted 
for  that  purpose.  But  in  a  confederacy,  although 
the  States  are  united  for  certain  purposes,  yet,  as  to 
all  others,  they  continue  distinct  and  independent, 
and  have,  therefore,  distinct  and  separate  inter- 
ests, and  it  is  not  possible  to  conceieve  any  situa- 
tion, in  which  one  member  of  such  a  political 
union  can  be  required  to  sacrifice  itself,  in  order  to 
promote  the  welfare  or  even  to  secure  the  exist- 
ence of  the  rest.  In  a  consolidated  and  single 
empire,  if  it  were  necessary  to  lay  waste  a  whole 
tract  of  country  and  to  keep  it,  for  ever  so  long  a 
time,  desolate  and  in  ruins,  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
venting the  incursions  of  a  foreign  foe  upon  the 
rest  of  it,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  individu- 
als inhabiting  that  tract  of  country  would  be 
obliged  to  submit  to  the  inconvenience,  because  re- 
quisite for  the  safety  of  the  whole  society  of  which 


) 


disunion  ;  they  conscientiously  believe  that  that 
^event  would  be  an  era  of  calamity  and  downfall 

to  the  whole  American  family;  but,  it  is  for  this 

very  reason,  that  they  reprobate  measures  which, 
for  the  mere  shadowof  someiniag^inary  advantage 
to  one  or  two  districts  of  the  country,  k)r  the  mere 
private  ends  of  some  selfish  individuals,  expose  the 
most  important  interests  lo  the  hazard  of  utter 
Vuin  ;  excite  clamors  and  heart-burnings,  perhaps 
open  rebellion  and  sedition,  among  a  people  whose 
habits  and  inclinations  are  so  peaceful  and  regu- 
lar; and  bring  into  jeopardy  (for  the  fact  cannot 
be  disguised)  a  form  of  Government  under  which 
ihe  nation  has  hitherto  prospered  so  much,  and 
which,  with  moderate  councils,  might  be  handed 
down  to  a  remote  posterity ;  measures,  in  short, 
which  most  preposterously  sacrifice  the  greater  to 
the  less,  and  insure  nothing  but  evils,  much  worse 
than  any  which  they  are  intended  to  remove. 

And  when  is  it  that  this  pernicious  measure  is 
attempted  to  be  forced  upon  the  nation?  At  a 
period  when  its  finances  are  in  a  condition,  beyond 
all  former  example,  prosperous  and  flourishing; 
when  there  is  in  the  Treasury  (without  a  tax)  a 
clear  surplus  of  nine  millions ;  and  when  the  peo- 
ple are  yet  expressing  their  wonder  al  the  singular 
phenomenon  of  statesmen  devising  ways  and 
mea  ns,  not  how  to  raise,  but  how  to  get  rid  of  money. 
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There  is,  then,  your  memorialists  beg  leave  to 
remark,  no  color  or  pretext  to  say  that  these  addi- 
tional duties  are  to  be  imposed  with  a  view  to 
rttxruM.  The  o  )ly  object  can  be  to  put  the  theory 
of  some  speculative  politicians  to  the  test  of  expe- 
riment. 

This  State  has  a  yearly  income  of  seven  or 
eight  millions  of  dollars,  which  will  be  hazarded 
by  such  an  experiment,  without  the  most  distant 
hope  or  possibility  of  her  deriving  any  advantage 
from  it. 

Now,  it  is  against  this  desperate  gamblino^,  in 
which  the  immense  stake  is  not  taken  out  ot  the 
gambler's  own  pocket,  but  that  of  a  friend's^  that 
your  memorialists  do,  in  the  name  of  the  people  of 
South  CaroUna,  as  well  as  of  all  the  agricultural 
States,  utterly  protest. 

WILLIAM  DRAYTON, 
HUGH  S.  LEGARE, 
.  SAML.  PRIOLEAU, 

WILLIAM  SEABROOK, 

ComrMiXet  of  the  Citizens. 


REMONSTRANCE 

0/ sundry  merchants,  manufacturers,  and  others,  of  the 
city  of  Boston  and  its  mcinity,  against  the  hxU  to 
amend  the  several  acts  imposing  duties  on  imports 
and  tonnage. — Fdmiary  9,  1824. 

To  the  Senate  and  Hou^e  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  Sutes : 

The  undersigned,  merchants  and  manufacturers 
of  Boston  and  its  vicinity,  impressed  with  a  firm 
conviction  that  the  system  of  impost  duties  con- 
templated in  the  Bill  to  amend  the  Tariff,  if  car- 
ried into  effect,  cannot  but  be  productive  of  conse- 
quences equally  important  and  injurious  to  all  the 
various  interests  of  the  United  States,  and,  at  no 
distant  period,  to  the  manufacturing  interest  itself, 
would  be  wanting  in  duty  to  theraiielves,  and  in  a 
proper  regard  to  the  interests  of  other  classes  of 
their  fellow-citizens,  like  them  depending  on  the 
immediate  or  indirect  operations  of  foreign  com- 
merce for  a  support,  were  they  to  omit  the  renewed 
expressions  of  their  decided  disapprobation  of  the 
principles  as  well  as  details  of  the  bill  under  con- 
sideration. Happily,  at  the  present  time,  many 
intelligent  individuals  of  the  manufacturing  class 
coincide  with  the  undersigned  in  the  opinion,  that 
excessive  duties  on  foreign  articles  will  be  a  heavy 
burden  on  the  agricultural,  commercial,  and  me- 
chanic interests,  and  indeed  on  every  class  of  con- 
sumers, without  any  equivalent  benefit  to  manu- 
facturers; and,  as  we  believe,  to  the  injury  and 
perhaps  destruction  of  those  very  branches  of  in- 
dustry, which  it  is  the  avowed  design  of  the  pa- 
trons of  the  bill  to  encourage  and  protect. 

The  undersigned  will  not  occupy  the  time  of 
Congress,  by  endeavoring  to  support  their  opinion 
either  on  acknowledged  principles  of  public  econo- 
my, or  by  elaborate  illustrations  of  probable  effects. 
The  former  are  no  doubt  familiar  to  those  who 
compose  the  concentrated  wisdom  of  our  nation, 
and  the  latter  have  been  ably  and  frequently  pre- 


sented to  them  and  the  public  ;  but,  in  no  shape, 
as  the  undersigned  believe,  more  ably  or  lucidly 
than  in  the  memorial  of  merchants  and  others  of 
this  place,  interested  in  commerce  and  agriculture, 
presented  to  your  honorable  body  in  the  session  of 
1820-'21.  This  presents,  in  a  candid  and  intelli- 
gent manner,  the  reasons  which  then,  as  well  as 
now,  induce  the  undersigned  respectfully  to  remon- 
strate against  "the  pas.sage  of  the  bill  to  amend 
the  several  acts  for  imposing  duties  on  imports, 
the  tariff  of  duties  it  proposes,  and  the  principles 
on  which  it  is  avowedly  founded,  as  having  a 
tendency,  however  different  may  be  the  motives  of 
those  who  recommend  them,  to  diminish  the  in- 
dustry, impede  the  prosperity,  and  corrupt  the 
morals  of  the  people." 


At  a  meeting  of  merchants,  and  others,  inter- 
ested in  the  prosperity  of  commerce  and  agricul- 
ture, at  Boston,  on  the  17th  day  of  August,  to  take 
into  consideration  a  communication  from  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  at  Philadelphia,  on  the 
tariff  recommended  to  Congress  at  its  last  session, 
the  following  persons  were  chosen  a  committee  to 
adopt  such  measures,  in  relation  to  the  subject,  as 
they  should  deem  expedient : 

William  Gray,  Lot  Wheelwright, 

James  Perkins,  Caleb  Loring, 

John  Dorr.  Samuel  A.  Welles, 

Nathaniel  Goddard,      George  Bond, 
Benjamin  Rich,  George  Hallet, 

Israel  Thornkike,  Jr.,   Samuel  P.  Gardner, 
William  Shimmin,      Josiah  Knapp, 
Thomas  W.  Ward,       Isaac  Winslow, 
William  Harris,  Winslow  Lewis, 

Daniel  Webster,  Thos.  Wigglesworth, 

Nathaniel  Appleton,  John  Cotton, 
Abbott  Lawrence,  John  Parker, 
Joseph  Sewall,  William  Sturgis. 

Jonathan  Phillips. 

The  meeting  was  then  adjourned  to  the  2d  day 
of  October,  at  which  time,  delegates  from  the 
principal  seaports  of  Mas>achusettji,  and  farmers, 
manufacturer*,  and  all  others  feeling  an  interest 
in  ihe  subject,  were  invited  to  attend. 

The  committee  appointed  .seven  of  their  num- 
ber— Messrs.  Perkins,  Gardner,  Webster,  Welles, 
Shimmin,  Sturgis,  and  Dorr,  to  prepare  a  report 
and  resolutions,  to  be  submitted  at  the  adjourned 
meeting. 

At  the  general  meeting  in  Faneuil  Hall,  on  the 
2d  of  October,  the  following  report,  presented  by 
Mr.  Perkins,  chairman  of  the  committee  last  men- 
tioned, was  accepted,  and  the  resolutions  accom* 
panying  it  adopted  unanimously;  and  it  was 
ordered  that  they  be  printed,  and  a  copy  sent  to 
every  member  of  Congress  from  this  State. 

WM.  GRAY,  Caiman. 

Wm.  Foster,  Jr.,  Scc'ry. 


REPORT. 

Your  committee  beg  leave  to  report,  that  we 

have  examined  the  proposed  tarifl',  and  submit  to 

I  you  some  remarks,  relating  to  its  probable  opera- 
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tion  on  the  community,  and  to  the  principles  on 
which   it  is  professedly  founded.     We  shall  not 
enter  into  a  minute  discussion  of  its  details,  as  the 
imposts  which  ought  to  be  laid,  depend,  in  every 
-case,  on   a   variety  of  considerations  peculiar  to 
itself,  and  as  we  do  not  consider  it  any  part  of  the 
duty  assigned  to  us  to  digest   a  code  of  revenue 
laws.     Neither  shall  we  invite  your  attention  par- 
ticularly to  the  effects  of  the  measure  on  com- 
merce, because  we  presume  you  wish  to  have  it 
distinctly  understood   that   the  merchants  in  this 
vicinity  neither  expect  nor  desire  any  peculiar  fa- 
vors, nor  any  encouragement  or  protection  what- 
soever, which   is  not  required  by  the  interests  of 
the  public.     They  were  not  forward,  therefore,  to 
oppose  the  duties  recently  recommended,  however 
pernicious  to  themselves  as  individuals,  believing 
that  it  was  their  duty  to  acquiesce  in  them,  if  the 
public  good  required  it,  and  that  they  would  not 
be  imposed,  if  it  did  not.    But  the  influence  which 
has  been  obtained  by  the  zeal  of  private  interest, 
admonishes  us  that  those  whose  situation  and  ex- 
perience enable  them  to  judge  of  the  operation  of 
this  new  system,  should  exert  themselves  to  dif 
fuse  such  information  as  may  tend  to  make  its 
consequences  rightly   and  generally   understood. 
Its  avowed  object  is  to  direct  and  control  the  oc- 
cupations of  men,  by  granting  special  privileges 
to  those  engaged  in  particular  pursuits.     This  can 
be  done  (waiving  the  important  question  whether 
it  can  be  done  at  all  without  violating  the  spirit 
of  the  Constitution)  only  at   the  expense  of  the 
community;  for  it  is  evident  that  legislation  does 
not  create  wealth,   but  simply   transfers  it  from 
hand  to  hand,  and  can   enrich  one  class  only  by 
impoverishing  others.     It    would   surely   be  sur- 
prising that  a  system  of  restriction  so  unequal  and 
«orepugnanttoall  sound  theory,  should  be  adopted 
by  a  free  and  enlightened  people,  at  a  time  when 
the  greatest  statesmen  of  Europe,  after  a  long  trial 
of  it,  are  openly  acknowledging  its  incorrectness, 
and  whole  nations  suffering  and  lamenting  the 
consequences  of  its  adoption  ;  and  when  our  own 
unexampled  success,  under  a  more  liberal  policy, 
has  given  the  sanction  of  experience  to  the  de- 
ductions of  reason. 

This  tariff  would  impose  on  certain  foreign 
manufactures  duties  protessedly  and  effectually 
prohibitory ;  and  the  question  involved  in  its 
adoption  is,  not  whether  the  consumer  of  those 
goods  shall  pay  a  higher  price  for  them,  but  whe- 
ther he  shall  be  prevented  from  purchasing  them 
at  all;  not  whether  the  duty  now  levied  on  the 
importation  of  them  shall  be  a  little  increased  or 
diminished,  but  whether  they  shall  be  totally  ex- 
cluded. In  one  case,  this  is  already  done.  From 
the  most  accurate  inlormation,  lounded  chiefly  on 
ofl^cial  documents,  it  appears  that,  from  the  year 
iSUO  to  the  year  1812,  both  inclusive,  the  duties 
received  on  the  importation  of  the  coarse  cottons 
of  India,  amounted  to  more  than  three  millions 
nine  hundred  and  thirty-six  thousand  dollars. 
Dut,  in  181G,  the  duty  was  raised  to  six  and  a 
quarter  cents  on  every  square  yard,  about  eighty- 
three  and  a  half  per  cent,  on  their  average  cost, 
which,  added  to  the   necessary  charges,  equal  to 


twenty-seven  per  cent,  more,  has  utterly  excluded 
them ;  and  the  whole  revenue  once  derived  from 
this  source  is  lost.  Since  the  organization  of  our 
Government,  there  have  been  paid  into  the  Treas- 
ury of  the  United  States,  from  the  customs  alone, 
nearly  three  hundred  and  fifty  millions  of  dollars, 
while  the  whole  amount  of  internal  revenue  and 
direct  taxes,  has  been  little  more  than  thirty-four 
millions. 

To  prevent  the  importation  of  manufactures, 
would,  of  course,  deprive  the  Treasury  of  the  im- 
post now  levied  on  them,  and  an  equal  sum  must, 
therefore,  in  order  to  support  the  necessary  expen- 
ses of  Government,  be  raised  by  some  other  di- 
rect or  indirect  tax  on  the  people. 

The  Committee  on  Manufactures,  who  pre- 
pared the  tariff,  did  not  overlook  nor  deny  this 
consequence  of  its  adoption,  and,  in  order  to  reme- 
dy it,  provided  that  an  additional  impost  should 
be  laid  on  all  articles  of  general  consumption  or 
nece.ssary  use,  which  are  not  raised  in  our  own 
country,  such  as  spices,  coffee,  and  many  others, 
forming  a  large  part  of  our  imports.  A  new  im- 
post on  such  articles,  by  increasing  their  price, 
would  have  some  tendency  to  diminish  their  con- 
sumption, and  thus  prevent  an  increase  of  the 
revenue  proportionate  to  the  increase  of  duty; 
but,  making  no  allowance  for  this  diminution,  the 
additional  duty  on  them  would  not  nearly  supply 
the  deficiency  occasioned  by  the  loss  of  the  im- 
posts on  manufactures.  The  chairman  ot  the 
committee  just  mentioned,  appeared  to  be  well 
aware  of  this  fact,  and  declared  it  to  be  another 
inevitable  consequence  of  their  system,  that  an 
excise  should  be  imposed  on  domestic  manufac- 
tures ;  and  this,  if  our  manufacturers  are  to  have 
a  monopoly  secured  to  them,  as  seems  to  be  con- 
templated, will  be  a  new  tax  on  the  consumer. 
The  first  consequence,  then,  of  excluding  foreign 
manufactures  by  high  duties,  is  to  create  a  neces- 
sity for  some  other  tax,  equal  to  the  whole  sum 
now  levied  on  them,  and  which  will  necessarily 
be  lost  by  their  exclusion. 

Another  consequence,  and  the  only  one  which 
can  benefit  the  American  manufacturer,  is,  to  en- 
able him  to  raise  the  price  of  his  productions  in 
our  market,  by  adding  to  it  a  sum  equal  to  the 
difference  between  the  present  and  the  proposed 
prohibitory  duty,  which  addition  must  be  paid 
entirely  by  domestic  consumers.  No  duty  could 
enable  him  to  manufacture  for  exportation  ;  for,  if 
he  cannot,  at  home,  enter  into  competiion  with 
foreigners,  without  being  protected  by  an  impost 
it  is  obvious  that  he  cannot  rival  them  abroad 
where  there  is  no  such  discrimination  in  his  favor 
and  where  he  is  burdened,  as  well  as  they,  with 
the  expense  of  transportation.  Duties  imposed  for 
the  mere  purpose  ol  revenue,  give  an  advantage, 
equal  to  their  whole  amount,  to  our  manufactures ; 
but,  by  increasing  them  till  they  become  prohibi- 
tory, the  people  suffer  a  two-fold  injury — the  price 
of  the  goods  prohibited  is  raised,  and  the  revenue, 
formerly  collected  from  them,  is  lost.  With  the 
sole  motive,  then,  of  empowering  the  manufac- 
turer to  raise  his  price,  and  thus  tax  the  public  in 
this  way  for  his  emolument ;  another  tax,  from 
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which  he  can  derive  no  advantage,  is,  at  once,  to 
be  laid  on  all  articles  of  general  use  which  we 
cannot  produce,  and  hereafter,  still  a  third,  either 
on  the  consumption  of  domestic  manufactures, 
or  directly  on  property  and  labor.  We  should 
not  object  to  any  burden,  equally  apportioned,  to 
raise  the  revenue  necessary  for  administering  the 
Government;  but,  to  impose  one  tax,  for  no 
earthly  purpose  but  to  facilitate  the  imposition  of 
another,  seems  to  us,  to  be  a  policy  as  whimsical 
as  it  is  alarming. 

The  burden  occasioned  by  most  of  the  particu- 
lar duties  recommended,  woiiiJ  fall  on  all  the 
community,  but  chiefly  on  those  least  able  lo  bear 
it.  In  this  country,  the  poor  man,  personally, 
consumes  nearly  as  much  tea,  sugar,  and  cotfee, 
as  the  rich ;  and  though  his  clothing  is  not  so 
fine,  yet,  its  cost  constitutes  a  much  greater  pro- 
portion of  his  whole  expenses.  Besides,  this  new 
tariff  is  so  nicely  adjusted,  as  to  lay  a  far  heavier 
impost  on  coarse  cottons  and  linens,  than  on 
those  of  finer  texture.  It  is  obvious  that  an  addi- 
tional duty  can  have  no  effect,  except  in  so  far  as 
it  increases  the  price,  or  diminishes  the  quantity 
here,  of  the  foreign  merchandise  on  which  it  is 
imposed,  and,  conseqently,  can  be  of  no  service 
to  any  manufacturers  but  those  with  whose  pro- 
ductions this  merchandise  now  actually  comes 
into  competition  in  our  own  market.  All  who 
have  no  foreign  rivals  here  at  present,  who  now 
carry  on  their  business  successfully,  and  supply 
the  country  with  the  fruits  of  their  labor,  can  de- 
rive no  advantage,  direct  or  indirect,  from  a  fur- 
ther duty  on  such  articles  as  they  manufacture; 
since  they  have  already  the  exclusive  possession 
of  the  market,  and  their  prices  are  regulated,  not 
by  foreign,  but  by  domestic  competition.  An  ad- 
ditional impost  on  such  articles  as  are  made  by 
these,  would  be  merely  nominal,  and  have  no 
eflTect,  unless  it  were  to  blind  them  to  their  true  in- 
terests, and  induce  them,  by  the  offer  of  a  protec- 
tion, at  once  needless  and  futile,  to  bear,  together 
with  the  rest  of  the  community,  a  great  and  real 
burden,  for  the  sole  benefit  of  those  classes  who 
now  have  foreign  competitors.  Some  manufac- 
turers, as  those  of  chocolate  and  refined  sugar, 
would  be  greatly  injured ;  and  those  of  cordage, 
and  some  of  iron,  and  distillers  of  molasses,  still 
more  so,  by  the  duties  proposed  to  be  laid  on  the 
raw  materials  of  their  manufactures,  the  price  of 
which  must  thus  be  increased,  and  their  consump- 
tion lessened.  The  impost  on  iron  is  particu- 
larly injurious  to  industry.  It  is  required  for  the 
machines  of  manufacturers  themsel/es,  for  all 
the  implements  of  agriculture,  and  all  the  toots 
of  the  mechanic  arts;  and  nails,  of  which  six 
thousand  tons  are  annually  made,  and  chiefly 
from  foreign  iron,  are  one  of  the  very  few  of 
our  manufactures  now  actually  exported.  A  far 
greater  number  of  men  is  employed  in  converting 
this  material  into  articles  of  use,  than  in  extract- 
ing it  from  the  ore;  and  surely,  the  interest  of 
the  many  ought  not  to  be  sacrificed  to  that  of 
the  few.  The  contemplated  excise  on  domestic 
manufactures,  will  not  be  confined  to  those  to 
which  {done  this  tariff  affords  a  real  and  efl&cient 


protection,  but  extend  to  all.  Let  the  manufac- 
turers, then,  who  now  carry  on  their  business  un- 
taxed, and  those  who  buy  their  productions,  look 
to  the  end,  and  mark  the  double  effect  of  such< 
excise,  in  at  once  raising  the  cost,  and  diminish- 
ing the  consumption  of  them. 

The  manufactures  above  mentioned  must  im- 
mediately suflier,  together  with  farmers,  and  all 
other  citizens,  the  double  burden  of  a  new  tax,  ta 
supply  the  deficiency  of  the  revenue,  and  an  in- 
crease in  the  price  of  clothing,  and  of  those  little^ 
innocent,  social  luxuries,  which  have  hitherto- 
been  so  generally  enjoyed  among  us.  And  for 
whose  emolument  7  Principally,  in  effect,  for 
that  of  the  manufacturers  of  cotton,  woollen,  iron 
ore,  and  glass,  men  whose  business  requires  con- 
siderable capital.  We  have  no  means  of  deter- 
mining, exactly,  the  number  of  workmen  engaged 
in  these  pursuits;  but  those  employed  on  cotton 
are  far  the  most  numerous  ;  and  the  greatest  estab- 
lishment for  working  this  material  in  America, 
that  at  Waltham,  which  has  a  capital  of  nearly 
half  a  millioB,  and  which  makes  its  own  machi- 
nery, and  does  not  pay  a  man  beyond  its  own 
walls,  except  the  venders  of  its  goods,  requires 
two  hundred  and  sixty  persons,  men,  women,  and 
children,  to  carry  on  its  business.  But,  however 
the  number  thus  employed  be  estimated,  it  is  man- 
ifest that  it  must  bear  so  small  a  proportion  to  our 
population  that  the  rale  of  wages  throughout  the 
country  would  not  be  perceptibly  increased,  and 
therefore  these  workmen  would  receive  no  more 
than  the  present  price  of  labor.  The  gain,  then, 
would  accrue  to  the  capitalists  who  own  the  fac- 
tories, and  to  them  alone. 

Thus,  according  to  this  new  scheme,  a  great, 
certain,  and  immediate  burden,  falls  on  the  pub- 
lic, most  heavily  on  the  poorer  classes,  and  re- 
dounds to  the  exclusive  emolument  of  a  few,  and 
those  few  the  wealthy.  Surely  such  a  scheme  can 
only  be  justified  by  >^owing,  clearly,  that  some 
definite  national  benefit  will  ultimately  result  from 
it,  fully  equal  to  the  present  burden  ;  and  its  ad- 
vocates attempt  to  do  this  by  urging,  in  the  first 
place,  that  it  is  necessary  for  national  independ- 
ence. How  is  it  necessary  for  national  independ- 
ence ?  In  the  elaborate  defence  of  the  system,  by 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  who  invented  it, 
we  find  it  repeatedly  asserted,  that  "  we  must  com- 
mand our  own  consumption."*  Happily  for  us,, 
this  phrase  IS  interpreted  in  the  same  speech  ;  and 
it  means,  as  it  seems,  that  we  must  have  neither 
imposts  nor  importation — in  plain  English,  that 
we  must  use  nothing  but  our  own  productions. 

In  a  certain  sense,  we  may  be  said  to  depend  oa 
foreign  nations  for  whatever  we  receive  from 
them.      But  they  equally  depend  on  us  for  the 


*  **  The  nation  must  command  its  own  consump- 
tion." 

"  This  nation  must  command  its  own  consumption 
and  the  means  uf  defence." 

*'  If  the  country  commands  its  own  con^iumption, 
importation  and  imposts  cease." — Speech  of  Mr.  Bald- 
win,  of  Pennayhania,  in  the  House  of  Jiepresenta- 
ticcM,  on  the  24/^  of  April. 
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equivalent  which  we  pay  them  for  it,  and  this  de- 
pendence IS  voluntary  and  mutual.  Nor  is  it  any 
derogation  from  national  dignity.  A  sovereign 
who  receives  tribute  from  a  foreign  country,  de- 
pends on  it  for  that  tribute;  yet  he  is  not  there- 
fore Its  servant,  but  its  master.  If  one  country 
produces  only  labor,  and  exports  only  manufac- 
tures, and  another,  in  return  for  these,  provides  it 
with  the  raw  materials  composing  them  ;  the 
former  may,  with  most  propriety,  be  called  de- 
pendent ;  for,  since  every  country  has  necessarily 
the  capacity  to  labor  in  proportion  to  its  popula- 
tion, that  which  produces  the  raw  material  may 
manufacture  it  whenever  it  chooses  to  do  so  ;  but 
the  ability  of  the  other  to  labor  would  be  worth- 
less, if  It  could  not  procure  the  material  to  which 
that  labor  may  be  applied.  The  exchange  of  raw 
cotton,  then,  for  manufactures,  makes  Europe 
dependent  on  America,  rather  than  America  on 
Europe.  Ask  the  planter  of  the  South,  which  of 
the  two  is  the  dependant,  himself  or  the  Manches- 
ter spinner  I 

The  farmer  is  the  most  independant  man,  be- 
cause he  produces  the  means  of  subsistence,  and 
the  materials  for  labor;  and  the  nation  which 
does  this,  holds,  like  him,  in  its  own  hands,  the 
means  of  commanding  the  exertions  of  others. 
The  capacity  of  providing  for  our  own  support 
constitutes  independence,  and  this  is  not  duiiin- 
ished  by  exchanging  our  superfluous  productions 
for  those  of  other  countries.  If  the  goods  we  re- 
ceive are  comforts,  or  mere  luxuries,  we  can 
subsist   without   them  ;  but  this   is  no  reason  for 


are  already  competent  to  supply  all  our  wants. 
The  quantity  of  naval  stores,  required  in  peace, 
being  even  greater  than  in  war,  the  stock  on  hand 
for  commercial  purposes  would,  on  a  sudden  erup- 
tion of  hostilities,  afford  the  means  of  protection 
until  we  could  raise  them.  In  thus  considering 
the  subject  as  it  affects  our  means  of  defence,  we 
have  taken  the  case  assumed  by  manufacturers 
as  most  favorable  to  their  pretensions — that  of  a 
war  with  all  mankind.  It  is  obvious  that,  if  there 
were  any  neutrals,  most  of  our  wants  would  be 
supplied  as  certainly,  though  not  as  cheaply,  as  at 
present.  We  have  found  this  to  be  true  in  our 
own  wars,  and  all  history  confirms  it. 

But,  !0  far  would  the  enormous  tax  proposed 
on  hemp  and  iron  be  from  contributing  to  national 
independence,  that  it  would  strike  a  severe  blow 
at  our  freedom  and  security.  By  the  existing 
treaty,  American  and  British  ships  are  placed  on 
the  same  footing  ;  and  it  is  a  subject  of  gratula- 
tion,  that  our  countrymen  now  sustain  the  com- 
petition. The  imposition  of  new  and  heavy  bur- 
dens on  our  own  shipping,  would  tend  to  give 
the  British  the  monopoly  of  our  trade,  and  lo 
make  them  our  sole  carriers.  When  this  is  ac- 
complished, there  will  be  no  lack  of  Orders  in 
Council  to  regulate  the  trade  of  America,  and  the 
dependence  which  we  shall  suffer,  unlike  that  of 
which  we  now  complain,  will  be  neither  mutual, 
voluntary,  nor  terminable. 

Another  favorite  phrase  of  the  advocates  of 
this  system  is,  that  it  would  promote  national 
industry.     What  is  national  industry  but  the  in- 


depriving  ourselves  of    them   unnecessarily.     If  i  dustry  of  individuals?     And  what  encourages  it 


they  are  manufactures  of  materials  raised  by  us, 
and  we  might,  by  prohibiting  their  importation, 
make  them  ourselves,  at  a  higher  price  than  they 
actually  cost  us:  is  it  not  equally  true  that,  if  the 
hostility  of  the  nation  which  supplies  us,  or  any 
other  cause,  should  prevent  their  importation 
hereafter,  we  may  make  them,  at  the  same  addi- 
tional expense,  then  ?  If  so,  we  are  not  depend- 
ent. And  why  should  we  assume  a  burden  now, 
because  it  may  fall  on  us  hereafter  ?  or  how  does 
it  remedy  a  future  and  contingent  evil,  to  make 
it  immediate  and  certain  i 

A  wise  nation,  indeed,  will  not  permit  itself  to 
be  surprised  by  hostilities,  without  the  means  of 
defence,  and  will,  beforehand,  therefore,  accumu- 
late those  munitions,  which  are  little  needed  in 
f»eace,  but  immediately  requisite  in  war;  or,  at 
east,  provide  the  means  of  obtaining  them.  Food 
and  clothing  are  also  necessary  for  subsistence, 
and,  of  course,  for  defence  ;  but  the  demand  for 
these  being  constant  at  all  times,  aflbrds,  of  itself, 
a  constant  encouragement  to  their  production, 
without  the  special  aid  of  Government.  With 
regard  to  all  the  means  of  defence,  however,  it  is 
enough  for  independence  and  security,  if  we  have 
the  ability  to  produce  or  procure  them  when  they 


like  high  wages?  And  what  sustains  the  price 
of  wages  but  the  demand  for  labor?  And  what 
tends  so  much  to  increase  and  support  this  de- 
mand as  the  employment  of  our  whole  capital  in 
those  pursuits  in  which  the  most  labor  is  required  ? 
The  occupations,  then,  in  which  a  given  capital 
demands  and  maintains  the  greatest  quantity  of 
human  labor,  are  most  promotive  of  industry ; 
and  this  is  eminently  true  in  a  country  where 
every  thing  else  is  more  abundant  than  capital. 

The  price  of  manufactures  involves  the  cost  of 
the  raw  material,  the  sum  paid  the  owner  of  the 
capital  employed  in  working  it,  and  the  wages  of 
the  workmen.  It  is  when  the  last  are  greatest  in 
proportion  to  the  whole  price,  that  industry  is  best 
paid  and  most  encouraged.  Machines  for  multi- 
plying the  effects  of  labor  may,  indeed,  produce  a 
great  profit,  but  it  accrues  to  the  owners  of  them, 
not  to  those  employed  in  managing  them.  Should 
any  one  construct  a  machine  so  perfect  that  it 
would  enable  a  single  hand,  by  merely  turning  a 
crank,  to  supply  the  country  with  broadcloth,  the 
possessor  ot  this  curious  piece  of  mechanism 
would  certainly  make  a  fortune ;  but  the  laborer 
who  put  it  in  motion  would  receive  not  a  cent 
more  than  the  regular  wages  for  turning  a  crank. 


are  wanted.  As  to  rauniiions  of  war,  they  should  The  occupations  in  which  money  is  laid  out  for 
receive  whatever  encouragement  is  necessary  ;  as  complicated  machinery,  for  lands,  buildings,  and 
to  food,  we  are  burdened  with  it;  as  to  clothing,  fixtures,  to  accumulate* the  raw  material,  or  the 
the  very  proposal  to  prohibit,  immediately,  the  raeansofconvertingittouse,orkeeponhandagreat 
importation  of  foreign  manufactures  used  for  this  |  quantity  of  the  articles  manufactured,  so  as  to  dis- 
purpose,  implies,  of  itself,  a  conviction  that  we  j  pose  of  them  most  beneficially  in  the  market,  may 
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afford  a  profitable  iovestroeDi  for  capital,  but  have 
no  exclusive  nor  peculiar  tendency  lo  increase  the 
price  or  the  amount  of  labor.  The  factory  at 
Waltham  tends  to  raise  wagej>  no  more  than  every 
other  establishment,  however  small  its  capital, 
which  employs  the  same  number  of  hands  ;  and 
it  is  difficult  to  conceive  a  case,  in  which  industry 
or  its  reward  can  be  increased  by  turning  any 
number  of  men  from  one  pursuit  to  another.  The 
machines  and  implements  for  the  aid  of  labor, 
which  can  be  profitably  employed  with  a  very 
small  capital,  such  as  the  tools  of  the  mechanic, 
are  most  useful  to  the  poor;  those  which  require 
a  large  capital,  to  the  rich  ;  the  former  tend  lo 
diffuse  wealth,  the  latter  to  concentrate  it.  Which 
is  the  most  consonant  to  our  institutions  and  char- 
acter ? 

Those  employments,  such  as  household  manu- 
factures, which  do  not  interfere  with  other  busi- 
ness, but  only  occupy  its  intervals,  do,  indeed,  in- 
crease the  quantity  of  industry  in  a  country.  But 
these  need  the  least  encouragement.  The  labor 
devoted  to  them  is  an  absolute  gain  to  the  indi- 
vidual, as  well  as  to  the  public,  and  may  be 
deemed  to  cost  him  nothing  ;  hence,  he  is  in  no 
danger  from  the  competition  of  those  who  must 
derive  the  means  of  support,  however  small,  from 
making  similar  articles.  The  same  may  be  said 
of  those  which  afford  occupation  to  children,  and 
to  the  other  classes,  who  now  subsist  with  little  or 
no  occupation.  The  subsistence  of  these  persons 
being  already  provided  for,  their  wages,  in  such 
new  employment,  would  be  clear  profit.  They 
can  really  afford  to  work  for  nothing,  and  will  be 
induced  to  do  so  for  next  to  nothing. 

It  is  incumbent  on  those  who  would  give  aid  to 
one  class  of  men,  to  be  satisfied,  by  clear  proof, 
that  they  shall  not  materially  injure  another  class, 
who  deserve,  at  least,  protection.  In  the  year 
18l0,  the  United  Slates  possessed  1,428,827  tons 
iof  shipping;  and,  as  one  seaman  is  required,  on 
an  average,  for  every  twenty  tons,  more  than 
71,000  men  must  have  been  employed  in  that 
capacity.  For  every  hundred  tons  four  tons  of 
iron  are  consumed,  the  price  of  working  which 
is  four  cents  a  pound ;  hence  the  very  labor  of 
the  blacksmith  on  the  iron  used  in  constructing 
those  vessels,  independently  of  subsequent  repairs, 
was  worth  above  four  millions  and  a  half  of  dol- 
lars. Among  how  many  was  this  divided  ?  The 
ship  carpenters,  valuing  their  labor  at  ten  dollars 
a  ton,  one-third  less  than  has  sometimes  been 
paid,  received,  for  building  these  vessels,  more 
than  fourteen  millions  of  dollars.  It  is  a  given 
rule,  that,  for  every  ton  of  shipping,  a  ton  of  tim- 
ber is  necessary;  and  for  this,  at  nine  dollars  a 
ton,  the  farmer  must  have  received  nearly  thirteen 
millions. 

The  average  duration  of  our  vessels,  including 
losses  at  sea,  is  estimated,  by  competent  judges, 
to  be  seven  years.  But,  suppose  it  to  be  ten  ;  then, 
in  order  to  maintain  the  same  quantity  of  ship- 
ping, these  supplies  must,  every  ten  yea^^,  be  re- 
peated ;  and  this,  in  addition  to  the  whole  amount 
necessary  for  repairs.  Estimate  the  number  of 
men  thus  supported,  and  add  to  them  the  ship- 


joiners,  the  boat  builders,  the  mast-makers,  the 
block  and  pump-makers,  the  painters,  glaziers, 
and  plumbers,  the  anchor-smiths,  the  copper- 
smiths, the  carvers,  sail-makers,  riggers,  rope- 
makers,  the  bakers  of  ship  bread,  the  butchers, 
and  packers  of  provisions,  the  grocers,  ship  chan- 
dlers, tallow  chandlers,  the  coopers,  the  lighter- 
men, the  truckmen,  the  stevedores  and  laborers, 
the  gun  smiths,  the  mathematical  instrument  ma- 
kers, the  wharfingers,  the  owners  of  wharves  and 
warehouses,  and  all  others  who  derive  a  subsis- 
tence from  navigation,  and  their  wives  and  chil- 
dren, and  all  dependent  on  them,  and  see  how 
wide  a  ruin  would  follow  the  attempt  to  do,  what 
we  are  pleased  to  call  "  commanding  our  own 
consumption." 

The  coasting  trade,  it  may  be  said,  will  be  left. 
But  to  what  will  this  amount,  after  deducting  all 
that  portion  of  it  which  is  employed  in  transmit- 
ting the  goods  received  from  other  countries,  or 
those  destined  to  them,  and  in  the  vast  traffic 
which  ultimately  results  from  foreign  commerce? 

It  has  been  asserted  that  this  new  project  will 
be  beneficial  to  agriculture  ;  that,  though  the 
farmer  will  pay  a  higher  price  for  all  he  buys, 
and  be  taxed  more  than  ever  for  the  support  of  the 
Government,  yet,  that  he  will  be  compensated  for 
this  by  the  creation  of  another  or  better  market 
for  the  produce  of  the  soil.  Is  this  true  ?  That 
produce  consists  of  articles  of  food,  or  of  the  raw 
materials  of  manufactures.  How  is  it  possible 
that  manufactures  should  extend  the  demand  for 
food  ?  Surely  it  will  not  be  pretended,  in  spite 
of  our  own  experience,  and  that  of  ail  mankind, 
that  manufacturing  countries  increase  most  rap- 
idly in  population,  or  that  they  require  greater 
means  of  subsistence  than  others.  The  farmer 
feeds  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  now,  and 
here  he  can  do  no  more.  Since,  then,  the  demand 
for  food  cannot  be  increased,  the  price  can  be 
raided  only  by  diminishing  the  supply.  If  many 
now  engaged  in  cultivating  the  soil  are  forced  to 
quit  the  pursuit,  the  quantity  of  food  raised  may 
become  less,  and  the  price,  of  course,  greater. 
Thus  farmers  are  to  be  driven  from  their  present 
employment  to  seek  subsistence  in  another,  and 
fields  now  under  culture,  and  laden  with  plenty, 
are  to  be  abandoned  to  desolation  ;  and  all  this  for 
the  extension  and  encouragement  of  agriculture. 
Yot,  though  the  domestic  market  for  lood  could 
not  thus  be  increased,  the  foreign  market  might 
and  would  be  diminished  ;  for,  we  cannot  afford 
to  export  our  productions  to  other  countries,  unless 
we  will  take  what  they  can  give  us  in  return. 
Now,  our  farmer  understands  very  well,  that  a 
foreign  demand  for  his  produce  benefits  him  by 
advancing  the  price,  not  only  of  tliat  which  is 
exported,  but  of  the  whole  quantity  raised  ;  he 
obtains  more  money  for  all  that  he  sells,  whether 
it  is  to  be  consumed  at  home  or  abroad. 

The  establishment  of  domestic  manufactures 
would,  indeed,  create  a  demand  at  home  for  the 
maieriali  of  which  they  are  composed,  but,  at  the 
same  lime,  would  lessen  the  foreign  demand  to 
the  same  extent ;  becau.se,  tiie  nation  which  now 
supplies  us  would  cease  to  want  that  quantity  of 
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the  raw  material  which  it  conrerts  into  manu- 
factures, for  our  market.  And,  besides,  to  increase 
the  price  of  such  manufactures,  tends  to  diminish 
their  consumption,  and,  consequently,  the  demand 
for  them,  and  for  their  materials.  It  is  the  direct 
interest  of  the  farmer  that  the  raw  materials  raised 
by  him  should  be  manufactured  as  cheaply  as  pos- 
sible, in  order  to  increase  this  consumption  and 
demand.  It  is  also  his  direct  interest,  for  this  rea- 
son, that  the  smaller  the  portion  of  the  price  paid 
by  the  consumer,  which  the  manufacturer  takes 
for  his  share,  the  larger  the  proportion  which  the 
cultivator  receives  for  his.  The  extent  to  which 
his  productions  are  manufactured  and  used  is  nil 
that  affects  him;  no  matter  by  whom  it  is  done, 
or  where.  Some  appear  to  imagine  that  our  soil 
must  always  produce  the  same  quantity,  and  that 
we  have  only  to  determine  whether  it  shall  be 
made  use  of  at  home  or  abroad.  But  this  is  not 
80.  The  productions  of  agriculture  are  created  by 
the  call  for  them.  The  existence  of  more  grain 
and  cotton  than  we  actually  use,  is  only  the  con- 
sequence of  the  demand  for  exportation.  Destroy 
the  cause,  (as  would  be  done  by  prohibiting  im- 
portations,) and  what  will  become  of  the  effect? 

There  is,  however,  an  argument  in  favor  of  en- 
couraging particular  employments  by  bounties  or 
taxes,  which  merits  a  different  consideration.  It 
has  been  justly  urged,  that  there  may  be  occupa- 
tions peculiarly  adapted  to  our  situation  and  char- 
acter, and  which,  if  once  established,  might  be 
carried  on  here  better  than  elsewhere,  so  as  to 
afford  their  productions  at  a  cheaper  rate  than  is 
now  paid  for  them.  And  yet  habit,  and  indolence, 
and  the  natural  attachment  of  men  to  the  pur- 
suits in  which  they  have  been  educated,  and  the 
immediate  expense  of  commencing  the  business, 
and  the  want  of  that  skill  which  only  time  and 
experience  can  give,  and  a  doubt  how  soon  or 
how  certainly  the  profit  will  be  realized, — may 
deter  individuals  from  engaging  in  these  occupa- 
tions, and  induce  them  to  persist  in  others  less  prof- 
itable to  themselves  and  to  the  public;  and  that, 
if  these  difficulties  can  be  overcome  by  a  present 
tax,  which  will  be  more  than  compensated  by  the 
reduction  of  prices  hereafter,  it  is  good  policy  and 
economy  to  impose  it.  On  this  principle,  encour- 
agement has  always  been  given  by  our  Govern- 
ment to  particular  pursuits  ;  and  it  should  always 
be  given,  to  the  full  extent  that  this  principle  will 
warrant.  By  its  adoption,  the  whole  subject  is 
made  a  mere  question  of  economy — of  economy 
to  consumers,  who  are  all  the  people;  and  it  be- 
comes our  duty,  not  how  to  make  manufactures 
dear,  but  how  to  make  them,  on  the  whole,  cheap 
and  abundant.  The  best,  and  perhaps  the  only 
effectual  mode  of  doing  it,  is  to  promote  competi- 
tion at  the  lowest  prices 


in  ttie 


in  tne  ports  of  a  foreign  nation,  are  liable  to  have 
a  tajc  imposed  on  them,  which  shall  prevent  their 
enteHng  into  a  fair  competition  with  those  of  that 
nation  in  the  trade  between  us.  But  our  manu- 
factiires  used  at  home  (and  these  only  are  bene- 
fited' by  an  iinpost)  have  an  advantage  over  all 
foreign  goods,  equal  both  to  the  expense  of  trans- 
porting the  latter,  estimated  by  Mr.  Hamilton  at 
between  fifteen  and  thirty  per  cent.,  and  to  the 
duty  imposed  on  their  importation  here  for  the 
purpose  of  revenue. 

Besides,  no  other  nation  can  tax  our  manufac- 
tures, so  as  to  prevent  their  entering  into  compe- 
tition with  its  own  in  our  market,  or  can  give  its 
own  any  advantage  over  ours,  but  by  granting  a 
bounty  on  their  exportation  from  its  dominions. 
This  bounty  is  never,  in  fact,  equal  to  the  cost  of 
transportation  and  the  impost  here;  and  should  it 
in  any  instance  be  greater,  an  equality  would  be 
produced  by  laying  an  additional  duty,  equal  to 
the  difference,  on  importations  from  the  single 
country  which  granted  the  bounty.  The  policy 
of  producing  equality  by  such  means — of  raising 
prices  to  produce  competition  at  high  rates,  when 
competition  is  useful  only  as  it  lessens  them — 
may  well  be  doubted.  But,  on  any  ground,  by 
what  train  of  reasoning  can  it  be  shown^  that,  be- 
cause a  bounty  is  granted  on  the  exportation  of 
Iinen^  from  England,  it  would  promote  a  free  and 
general  competition  to  prohibit  or  tax  those  brought 
from  Germany?  Yet  this  is  the  motive  assigned 
for  imposing  a  duty  of  six  cents  and  a  quarter  on 
every  yard  of  German  linen  costing  ten  cents. 

Aqcording  to  the  principle  above  laid  down,  the 
reasojn  for  a  tax  increasing  the  price  of  goods 
for  a  time  being  to  lessen  it  afterwards,  and  the 
only  motive  for  a  present  monopoly  to  create  future 
competition,  it  follows  as  an  invariable  rule  that 
such  lax  or  monopoly  ought  never  to  be  perpetual; 
for  this  would  be  sacrificing  the  end  to  the  means. 
As  the  burden  thus  imposed  on  the  public  is  cer- 
tain and  immediate,  it  follows  also  that  those  who 
call  for  it  must  show  that  a  full  equivalent  will 
ultimately  be  received  in  the  reduction  of  prices; 
otherwise,  the  bargain  is  a  bad  one.  Again,  since 
every  benefit  ought  to  be  purchased  as  cheaply  as 
possible.  It  follows  still  further  that  they  must 
prove  the  present  tax  to  be  the  smallest  which  is 
competent  to  effect  their  professed  object;  for  all 
beyortd  this  is  a  useless  sacrifice.  It  is,  in  our  opin- 
ion, s(n  insuperable  objection  to  the  proposed  bill, 
that  its  advocates  make  no  attempt  to  show  to 
what  theadvantagewhich  they  expect  will  amount, 
or  what  amount  of  taxes  is  requisite  for  its  attain- 
ment! 

As |a  general  rule,  the  employments  which  need 
the  sinallest  encouragement  are  best  fitted  to  our 
actuall  condition,  and  most  conducive  to  our  pros- 


There  IS  a  difference,  in  this  respect,  between  i  perity ;  and  those  which  can  be  supported  only  by 


navigation  and  manufactures.  Our  ships  engaged 
in  foreign  trade  derive  no  advantage,  even  in  our 
own  market,  from  being  near  it ;  for  all  vessels 
must  make  two  passages,  in  order  to  carry  goods 
from  one  country  to  another,  and  bring  back  the 
returns;  and  it  makes  no  difference  which  coun- 
try is  the  first  starting  place.     Our  ships,  too,  when 


^reat  bounties  or  taxes  are  shown  by  that  very 
lact  to  be  at  least  adapted  to  our  character  and 
circumstances,  and  least  likely  'o  occasion  a  reduc- 
tion of  prices  hereafter,  by  sustaining  a  free  and 
geneital  competition  at  the  lowest  rates.  The  en- 
terprise and  activity  of  our  citizens  leave  little 
doubt  that  the  pursuits  most  appropriate  to  our 
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situation  will  ultimately  be  established,  without !  from  being  near  the  coD»umer,  and  from  duties 
any  extravazant  aid  from  Government,  so  that  !  laid  for  the  sole  purpose  of  revenue. 
the  only  effect  of  assisting  them  would  be  to  hasten  We  rejoice  to  see  manufactures  flourish,  and 
their  establishment.  Is  this  an  advantage  worth  deem  their  spontaneous  growth  an  evidence  of 
the  price  we  are  called  on  to  pay  for  it  ?  Those  i  wealth  and  prosperity ;  but  to  them,  and  to  all 
who  assert  the  tact  are  bound  to  prove  it  clearly,  j  pursuits,  the  best  protection  is  that  which  is  per- 
It  is  only  in  a  very  clear  case  that  this  principle  '  manent.  The  great  excellence  of  laws,  and 
should  be  put  in  practice  ;  since,  in  the  experience  especially  of  such  as  affect  the  employments  of 
of  nations,  the  failure  of  such  attempts  has  been  :  men,  is  subility.     By  this  only,  individuals  are 


much  more  frequent  than  their  success,  and  has 
always  produced  mischiefs  not  easily   remedied. 
The  encouragement  of  silk  manufactures  in  Eng- 
land  is   a    source  of  great   distress   among   the  I 
people,  and  great  embarrassment  to  the  Govern- ! 
ment.  i 

The  other  question  is  equally  important.   Is  the  1 
immense  tax  proposed  to  be  laid  in  favor  of  par- 
ticular manufactures  necessary   for  their  protec- 
tion ?     Since  true  economy  requires  the  expense 
of  protecting  those  articles  only  which  become 


enabled  to  regulate  their  conduct  beforehand,  and 
to  calculate  the  chance  of  success  in  the  occupa- 
tions which  they  may  select,  without  danger  of 
having  the  bread  of  their  industry  snatched  from 
their  mouths,  by  nice  experiments  and  novelties 
in  legislation. 

We  therefore  recommend  the  adoption  of  the 
following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  we  have  regarded  with  pleasure 
the  establishment  and  success  of  manofactures 
among  us  ;  and  consider  their  growth,  when  na- 


cheaper  hereafter  m  consequence  of  this  protec- 1  tural  and  spcmtaneous,  and  not  the  effect  of  a  sys- 
tion,  no  manufactures  should  be  encouraged  from  1  tern  of  bounties  and  protection,  as  an  evidence  of 
this  motive  but  such  as  can  be  afforded  by  the  ma-  |  general  wealth  and  prosperity, 
ker  at  a  lower  price,  after  the  difficulties  of  estab-  Resolved,  That,  relying  on  the  ingenuity,  enter- 
lishing  them  are  surmounted  ;  and  these,  of  course,  |  prise,  and  skill,  of  our  iellow  citizens,  we  believe 
so  long  as  they  continue  to  maintain  the  price  at  i  that  all  manufactures,  adapted  to  our  character 
which  they  can  be  sold  at  first,  afford  him  a  profit  and  circumstances,  will  be  introduced  and  extend- 
constantly  increasing.  Whenever,  therefore,  the  j  ed,  as  soon  and  as  far  as  will  promote  ihe  public 
encouragement  granted  to  any  manufacture  is  I  interest,  without  any  further  protection  than  they 
sufficient  to  occasion  its  establishment  and  exist- 1  now  receive. 

ence,  its  extension,  and  the  further  emolument  I  Resolved,  That  no  objection  ought  ever  to  be 
of  those  engaged  in  it,  may  safely  be  left,  and  i  made  to  any  amount  of  taxes,  equally  apportioned, 
ought  to  be  left,  to  time,  skill,  and  industry.  Can,  j  and  imposed  for  the  purpose  of  raising  revenue 
then,  the  manufacturers,  for  whose  benefit  the  1  necessary  for  the  support  of  Government ;  but 
new  tariff  is  chiefly  designed,  exist  under  our  pre- 1  that  taxes  imposed  on  the  people,  for  the  sole  ben- 
sent  system?   Do  they  in  fact  exist?    Their  zeal,  j  efit  of  any  one  class  of  men,  are  equally  inconsis- 


activity,  and  almost  success,  in  the  attempt  to 
render  their  fellow  citizens  tributary  to  their 
wealth,  seem  to  leave  no  room  for  such  a  question. 
The  necessity  of  supporting  cotton  factories  is 
most  strongly  urged.  Now,  the  price  at  which 
the  manufacturers  in  our  vicinity  can  go  and  take 
the  cotton  from  the  wharf,  and  bring  it  back  man- 


tent  with  the  principles  of  our  Coastiiution,  and 
with  sound  policy. 

Resulced,  That  the  supposition,  that,  until  the 
proposed  tariff,  or  some  simitar  measure,  be  adopt- 
ed, we  are,  and  shall  be,  dependent  on  foreigners 
for  the  means  of  subsistence  and  defence,  is,  in 
our  opinion,   altogether   fallacious  and  fanciful, 


ufactured  to  the  warehouse,  is  little  more  than  the  |  and  derogatory  to  the  character  of  the  nation, 
mere  impost  on  the  cottons  of  India,  the  only  I  Resoloed,  That  high  bounties,  on  such  domestic 
goods  which  would  otherwise  come  into  corapeti-  :  manufactures  as  are  principally  benefited  by  that 
tioD  with  it.  I  tariff,  favor  great  capitalists,  rather  than  personal 

Though  the  advocates  of  the  bill  under  consid- !  industry,  or  the  owners  of  small  capitals,  and 
eration  assume  the  name  and  the  authority  of  the  therefore  that  we  do  not  perceive  its  tendency  to 
manufacturers  of  the  United  States,  the  great  ma-  '  promote  national  industry.  ; 

jority  of  our  manufacturers  would  be  directly  and  |  Resolved,  That  we  are  equally  incapable  of  di»- 
severely  injured  by  its  enactment.  In  this  part  of  i  covering  its  beneficial  effects  on  agriculture,  since 
the  country,  those  most  deeply  interested  in  the  '  the  obvious  consequence  of  its  adoption  would  be, 
very  pursuits  to  which  it  gives  the  greatest  aid,  I  that  the  farmer  must  give  more  than  he  now  does 
desire,  as  we  believe,  no  further  encouragement,  i  for  all  he  buys,  and  receive  less  for  all  he  sells. 
but  understand  their  true  interests,  and  are  well  |  Resolved,  That  the  imposition  of  duties,  which 
aware  that  exorbitant  taxes,  imposed  for  their  |  are  enormous,  and  deemed  by  a  large  portion  of 
profit,  could  not  be  long  in  operation  before  their  I  the  people  to  be  unequal  and  unjust,  is  dangerous, 
effect  on  other  manufecturers,  and  on  the  commu-  j  as  it  encourages  the  practice  of  smuggling. 


nity,  would  be  known  and  felt;  the  natural  con- 
sequence of  which  would  be,  to  cause  a  reaction 
in  public  opinion,  and  induce  the  people,  in  their 
indignation,  to  withdraw  the  protection  now  af- 
forded to  our  manufacturers,  and  to  leave  them 
to  contend  at  once  with  foreigners  in  our  market, 
without  any  other  superiority  than  that  derived 


Resolced,  Ihat,  in  our  opinion,  the  proposed  ta- 
riff, and  the  principles  on  which  it  is  avowedly 
founded,  would,  if  adopted,  have  a  tendency,  how- 
ever different  may  be  the  motives  of  those  who 
recommend  them,  to  diminish  the  industry,  im- 
pede the  prosperity,  and  corrupt  the  morals  of  the 
people. 
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MEMORIAL 


0/tke  Chaniber  of  Com,nerce  of  the  City  ofNeic  Y(yrk, 
offainst  the  passage  of  the  Bill  to  amend  the  several 
Acts  for  imposing  Duties  on  Imports. — Presented 
February  9,  1824. 

To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represent- 
atives of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  : 

The  memorial  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of 
the  city  of  New  York,  respectfully  represents : 

That,  in  common  with  their  fellow-citizens  in 
various  parts  of  the  Union,  who  have  embarked 
their  property  in  commerce  and  navigation,  your 
memorialists  have  seen,  with  alarm  and  surprise, 
in  the  bill  "  to  amend  the  several  acts  for  impos- 
ing duties  on  imports,"  commonly  called  the 
Tariff  bill,  and  now  before  your  honorable  body, 
principles  and  details  which,  if  sanctioned  by 
Congress,  and  embodied  into  a  law,  will  deeply 
affect  the  rights  and  interests,  not  of  your  memo- 
rialists only,  but  of  almost  every  other  class  of  their 
fellow-citizens. 

With  the  highest  respect  for  your  honorable 
body,  but  with  the  plainness  and  sincerity  becom- 
ing freemen,  we  beg  leave  to  lay  before  you,  some 
of  the  numerous  evils  which  would  result  from  the 
proposed  bill,  should  it  become  a  law. 

During  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  much 
encouragem^-nt  was  given  by  the  National  Legis- 
lature to  the  manufactures  of  this  country,  and 
when  the  war  terminated,  it  was  deemed  by  Con- 
gress an  act  of  justice,  as  well  as  a  measure  of 
policy,  to  establish  a  tariff  of  duties,  which,  while 
It  should  not  operate  severely  on   the  other  great 
interests  of  the  community,  would  be  a  protection 
to  those  who  had   been  induced  to  invest  capital 
in   manufacturing  establishments.     The  tariff  of 
1816,  which  was  then  formed,  has,  with  some  al- 
terations, continued  to  this  time;  and  it  so  far 
fostered   domestic   manufactures,   that  they  soon 
recovered  from  the  embarrassments  which  follow- 
ed the  great  influx  of  foreign  goods  in  1815,  and 
have  since,  in   most   cases,  when  managed  with 
skill  and  prudence,  and  aided  by  sufficient  capital, 
been   prasperous  and   profitable ;  and  we  do   not 
hesitate  to  assert,  that  money  vested   in   such  es- 
tablishments has  yielded  better  returns  than  mo- 
ney employed  in  commerce,  navigation,  or  agri- 
culture.    Since  tliat  tariff  has  been  in  operation, 
the  charges  on   importing   foreign  goods,  includ- 
ing duties  and  premium  on  exchange,  have  varied 
from  40  to  50  per  cent,  on  the   first  cost  of  those 
which  pay  ad  valorem  duties,  and  a  much  higher 
rate  on   those  charged    with   specific   duties ;  the 
premium  to  our   manufactures  has   consequently 
been,  from  two-fifths  to  one-half  of  the  first  cost 
of  all  foreign  articles  which  come  in  competition 
with  our  domestic   products.     Though    this   en- 
couragement to  the  industry  of  one  class  of  the 
community  is  liberal,  almost  to  excess,  still  the 
other  classes,  confiding  in  the  equity  of  the  Grov- 
ernment,  and   knowing   that  further  aid  was   re- 
quired in  its  fiscal  concerns,  have  patiently  acqui- 
esced,   in    the   full   belief,  however,  that  heavier 
burdens  would  not  be  imposed,  unless  the  necessi- 
ties of  the  nation  required  them. 


It  was  supposed  that  this  ample  protection  would 
have  satisfied  the  manufacturing  interest,  but  the 
repeated  demands  which  have  since  been  made, 
showihow delusive  has  been  this  expectation  ;  and 
that  ^he  object  aimed  at,  and  constantly  kept  in 
riew^  is  monopoly.     We  ought  not  and  will  not 
charge  all  this  class  of  our  fellow-citizens  with  this 
engrossing  disposition.     Among  the  manufactu- 
rers of  the  United  States  we  see  numbers  of  our 
wisest,  most  patriotic,  and  most  deserving  citizens, 
who  carry  on  this  branch  of  industry  with  profit 
to  themselves  and  benefit  to  their  country.     Such 
as  th|ese  wish  not  further  duties  for  tneir  own 
protection.     They  believe  that  sufficient  encuur- 
agemJent  has  been  already  extended  to  the  manu- 
facturing class,  and  that  the  hot-bed  stimulus  of 
the  proposed  bill  is  not  wanted  to  cherish  the  well- 
manajged  manufactories  which  now  exist,  or  to 
rear  up  others  of  a  similar  description.     Nor  would 
we  be  understood  to  charge  the  mechanics  of  the 
United  States  with  a  disposition  to  promote  laws 
to  foster  their  exclusive  interests.     On  the  con- 
trary^  this  numerous  and  respectable  class  of  our 
fellovtr -citizens  have  the  strongest  motives  to  raise 
their  ^oice  in  opposition  to  most  of  the  provisions 
of  thp  proposed  bill.      The  shipbuilder,  the  car- 
penter, the  blacksmith,  the  ropemaker,  the  dyer, 
the  hotter,  the  shoemaker,  the  saddler,  the  machin- 
ist, wiith  every  other  class  of  mechanics,  and  all 
the  lajboring  classes  of  the  community,  are  identi- 
fied irith  the  merchant  and  the  farmer.     Their 
interests  cannot  be  promoted  by  an  enormous  duty 
on  hemp,  iron,  and  wool,  or  by  laws  which  dis- 
couralge  commerce  and  navigation.     They  are  the 
great!  consumers  of  the  country;  and  it  cannot  be 
supposed  that  a  statute  which  adds  to  the  price 
of  every  article  of  their  clothing,  of  every  agricul- 
tural implement,  every  tool  used  in  their  various 
I  trade^i,  should  be  acceptable  to  them,  especially  it 
I  intended  to  give  still  further  benefits  to  a  class  of 
citizens  which  has  already  received  its  full  share 
'  of  th*  protection  and  patronage  of  Gtovernment. 
j      Si^ce  the  establishment  of  the  tariff  of  1816, 
!  and  of  the  few  changes  subsequently  made,  the 
I  natiojnal  revenue  has  gone  on  prosperously ;  and 
'  notwithstanding  the  universal  depression  of  com- 
!  raercp  in  Europe  and  America,  it  has,  since  that 
,  period,  been  sufficient  to  provide  for  all  the  en- 
;  gageiinents  and  expenses  of  the  Grovernment,  and 
to  keep  up  and  extend  the  great  national  institu- 
I  tionsy  and  to  leave  a  surplus  in  the  Treasury  so 
iarge^  as  we  are  informed  from  high  authority,  as 
i  to  enable  the  Treasury  Department  to  anticipate, 
I  by  nearly  twelve  months,  the  reimbursement  of 
,  many  millions  of  the  public  debt. 

We  may  fairly  infer,  therefore,  that  the  neces- 
sity df  a  greater  revenue  will  not  be  among  the 
I  motives  to  pass  the  bill  in  question. 
j  Your  memorialists  have  always  believed,  that 
the  true  and  legitimate  object  of  taxation  is  rev- 
enue, and  that  the  power  "  to  lay  and  collect 
taxes,  duties,  and  imposts,"  which  is  given  to 
Cong;ress  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
was  not  granted  with  the  intention,  nor  will  it 
bear  the  construction,  that  it  may  be  so  exercised, 
as  to,  cherish  and  elevate  one  class  at  the  expense 
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of  all  the  other  classes  of  our  citizens.  The  Con- 
stitutioD  imposes  on  Congress  the  great  duty  of 
"  promoting  the  general  welfare."  To  lay  taxes 
which  will  operate  as  prohibitions  and  restrictions 
on  trade,  which  will  promote  exclusive  interests 
at  the  national  expense,  which  imposes  heavy 
burdens  on  the  many,  and  gives  to  the  few  the 
benefits  of  a  monopoly,  cannot  be  consistent  with 
that  sacred  duty.  Nor  can  we  believe  that  the 
general  welfare  will  be  promoted  by  attempts  to 
regulate  the  indui«try  of  individuals,  by  forcing 
them  out  of  employments  in  which  they  have  ac- 
quired skill  and  experience,  into  others,  of  which 
they  are  ignorant;  or  by  laws  inevitably  leading 
to  illicit  trade  and  infractions  of  the  revenue. 

Popular  sentiment  with  regard  to  evasions  of 
the  revenue  laws  has  hitherto  been  on  the  side  of 
Government,  and  the  moral  feeling  of  the  people 
has  been  a  greater  security  to  the  collection  of  the 
revenue,  than  all  the  oaths  and  regulations  of  the 
custom-houses.  Establish  prohibitory  or  extrava- 
gant duties,  and  the  sense  of  injury  which -would 
arise  frocb  the  belief  that  the  burden  is  laid  to  pro- 
mote a  particular  interest,  superadded  to  the  desire 
to  profit  by  illicit  traffic,  would  enlist  public 
opinion  in  favor  of  the  contraband  dealer,  and  he 
would  enjoy,  from  a  large  portion  of  the  commu- 
nity, a  degreeof  countenance,  sympathy, and  even 
protection,  which  he  would  now  look  for  in 
vain. 

Should  the  change  of  popular  sentiment  take 
place,  where,  it  may  be  askeJ,  is  the  security  of 
the  revenue?  Would  even  a  navy  along  our  im- 
mense line  of  seacoast  be  a  sufficient  protection  ? 
We  may  guard  against  smuggling  in  the  imme- 
diate vicinity  of  our  principal  ports,  but  what  is 
to  prevent  it  on  our  northern  frontier,  and  in  our 
numerous  bays  and  inlets,  from  Maine  to  Florida  ? 
Besides,  the  diminution  of  the  revenue  which 
would  arise  from  smuggling,  there  would  be  a  still 
greater  reduction  in  consequence  of  the  enormous 
duties  contemplated  by  the  proposed  bill.  All  the 
lower-priced  cotton  goods,  flannels,  and  other 
coarse  woollens,  hemp,  iron,  alum,  copperas,  guns, 
most  of  the  enumerated  articles  of  hardware,  and 
many  other  articles  which  now  pay  the  Treasury 
large  sums  in  duties,  would  either  cease  to  be  law- 
fully imported,  or  would  be  brought  into  the  coun- 
try in  small  quantities ;  and  the  Government 
would  have  to  resort  to  some  mode  of  taxation, 
bearing  upon  every  part  of  the  community,  in 
order  to  supply  the  deficiency  occasioned  by  exclu- 
sive encouragement  to  a  particular  interest. 

The  revenue  would  also  decrease  from  a  general 
decrease  of  commerce  and  navigation.  If  we 
prohibit  or  extravagantly  lax  foreign  productions 
they  cannot  be  imported  into  our  country,  and  if 
we  do  not  buy  from  other  nations  what  they  have 
to  sell  and  what  we  want,  can  it  be  expected  that 
they  will  take  from  us  our  commodities  ?  If  we 
do  not  buy,  we  cannot  sell ;  for,  on  the  supply  of 
mutual  wants  is  founded  all  the  intercourse  and 
all  the  commerce  of  nations,  and  when  they  cease 
to  be  mutual  they  cease  to  exist.  Reitriciive  sys- 
tems first  operate  on  commerce,  then  on  naviga- 
tion and  agriculture,  and  when  those  great  inter- 


ests  are  prostrated,  they  necessarily  bring  down 
with  them  the  revenues  of  the  Government. 

But,  perhaps  it  will  be  said  that  the  great  in- 
crease of  American  manufactures  will  make  up 
not  only  the  deficiency  of  supply,  but  the  deficiency 
of  the  revenue;  that  period  maybe  within  our 
prospect,  although  we  have  not  yet  seen  its  ap- 
proach ;  whenever  it  does  arrive  we  will  readily 
acknowledge  that  we  have  been  mistaken  in  all 
the  views  which  we  have  entertained  ;  and  will 
cheerfully  yield  to  the  manufacturing  interest 
every  encouragement  which  it  demands, 

A  principle  which  runs  through  the  proposed 
bill  has  particularly  attracted  the  attention  ol  your 
memorialists.  The  spirit  of  patriotism  which  pro- 
poses to  tax  the  many  for  the  benefit  of  a  lew, 
proposes  also  to  lay  the  burden  on  the  poor  and 
to  exempt  the  rich.  Those  articles  which  are 
consumed  by  the  poorer  and  more  laborious  classes 
of  our  inhabitants,  are  loaded  with  enormous  du- 
ties, while  those  used  almost  exclusively  by  the  rich, 
are  taxed  at  a  comparatively  low  rate.  A  few 
instances  will  illustrate  this  position.  The  duties 
on  low-priced  cotton  goods,  on  cheap  flannels,  and 
low-priced  woollens,  will,  according  to  the  pro- 
posed bill,  be  from  60  to  100  per  cent. ;  and  on 
luw-priced  guns,  140  per  cent,  on  thp  first  cost. 
These  are  almost  exclusively  used  by  the  least 
wealthy  part  of  our  population  ;  while  the  fine 
cottons  which  pay  25  per  cent.,  fine  broadcloths 
which  pay  30  per  cent.,  and  elegant  fowling 
pieces,  which,  by  this  unskilful  project,  will  pay  b 
per  cent,  only,  are  almost  exclusively  used  by  the 
rich. 

Another  feature  of  the  bill  before  your  honorable 
body  is  equally  partial  and  impolitic.  The  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  was  instituted,  not 
only  to  "  form  a  more  perfect  union,"  but  to  "  es- 
tablish justice,"  and  "promote  the  general  wel- 
lare."  Hence,  the  burdens  on  the  people  should 
be  as  etjually  distributed  as  possible,  and  laws 
which  impose  taxes  having  a  sectional  bearing 
ought  to  be  carefully  avoided.  It  is  well  known 
that,  in  a  number  of  the  States  of  our  Federal 
Uuion,  there  are  few  or  no  manufactories,  and 
that  the  inhabitants  of  those  Stales  are  almost  ex- 
clusively agriculturists.  Is  it  just,  is  it  politic; 
will  it  contribute  to  promote  those  leelings  of  com- 
mon interest,  and  mutual  kindness,  on  which  this 
Union  was  founded,  and  which  are  its  strongest 
cement,  to  lay  onerous  duties  on  ihe  consumption 
of  the  inhabitants  of  ih^se  States,  in  order  to  es- 
tablish great  workshops  mother  parts uf  our  coun- 
try 7  If  this  is  done,  it  may  not  tje  the  sole  evil, 
or  the  least  injury,  which  the  bill  in  question  will 
inflict  on  the  citizens  of  the  South.  It  may  lead 
to  results  which  will  jeopardize  the  value  of  cot- 
ton, the  great  staple  of  that  section  of  the  Union. 

The  hill  proposes  duties  which  are  nearly,  if 
not  quite,  prohibitory  on  mo»t  of  the  manufactured 
cotton  goods  which  are  derived  from  Great  Britain. 
If  this  should  lead  to  countervailing  duties  on  the 
part  of  that  nation,  their  bearing  and  consequences 
may  be  imagined  from  a  few  important  facts. 
In  1823,  there  was  imported  into  Great  Britain 
more  than  420,000  bales  of  cotton  from  the  United 
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States.  During  the  year  1822,  the  manufactured 
cotton  goods,  of  every  description,  imported  into 
the  United  States  from  Great  Britain,  after  add- 
ing 20  per  cent,  for  wastage  on  manufacturing, 
was  equal  in  weight  to  36,444  bales  of  cotton,  of 
300  lbs.  each.  In  1823,  the  quantity  may  amount 
to  40,000  bales.  Great  Britain  is,  therefore,  our 
customer  for  420,000  bales,  and  we  are  her  cus- 
tomers for  40,000  bales.  If  we  impose  prohibitory, 
or  verv  heavy,  duties  on  her  manufactured  goods, 
may  she  not  meet  us  by  a  countervailing  duly  on 
American  cotton  ?  The  culture  of  cotton  is  ex- 
tending in  Spanish  and  Portuguese  America,  in 
India,  and  other  parts  of  the  world  ;  and  we  may, 
by  our  own  mistakes,  raise  up  successful  compe- 
tition in  the  greatest  staple  our  nation  can  boast 
of.  A  duty  in  Great  Britain  on  American  cotton, 
or  a  bounty  on  the  cotton  of  her  Asiatic  depen- 
dencies, of  two  pence  sterling  per  pound,  would 
introduce  annually  into  her  manufactories  many 
thousand  bales  o(  India  cotton,  to  the  exclusion 
of  the  cotton  grown  in  the  Southern  and  Western 
sections  of  this  Republic. 

It  is  painful  to  your  memorialists  to  perceive, 
that,  while  the  nation  just  alluded  to  is  beginning 
to  see  the  advantages  of  a  free  commerce,  and 
ihe  evils  of  restrictive  laws,  and  her  statesmen  are 
about  to  form  their  systems  of  trade  on  the  prin- 
ciples of  true  political  economy,  attempts  are 
making  in  the  United  States  to  induce  the  Na- 
tional Government  to  adopt  a  narrow  and  retro- 
grade policy,  and  to  persuade  our  legislators  that 
prohibitory  regulations  and  laws,  calculated  to 
promote  partial  and  exclusive  interests,  such  as 
have  disgraced  Spain  and  China,  are  the  most 
wise  and  politic.  The  old  maxim,  to  sell  dear 
and  to  buy  cheap,  is  inverted  ;  and  it  is  now  found 
that  to  pay  high  and  to  sell  low.  is  the  true  road 
to  national  wealth  and  prosperity.  It  was  for- 
merly believed,  that  national  industry  consisted  in 
the  growing  of  cotton,  rice,  flour,  tobacco,  ashes, 
flaxseed,  sugar,  raising  of  beef  and  pork,  the  build- 
ing of  ships,  navigating  them,  and  in  the  numer- 
ous trades  inseparably  connected  with  commerce; 
now,  natiotud  ijidustry  is  ingeniously  construed  to 
mean  labor  in  manufacturing  establishments. 

Your  memorialists  readily  admit,  that,  on  some 
arliclesofluxury,  there  may,  withouidisadvantage, 
be  an  increase  of  duty,  should  the  exigencies  of 
the  Government  demand  it ;  and  that  the  existing 
tariflf  requires  some  modifications;  but  such  modi- 
fications, to  be  useful,  ought  to  be  gradual,  and  to 
be  founded  on  the  wants  and  feelings  of  the  vari- 
ous interests  of  the  community.  It  is  not  to  salu- 
tary changes  that  we  object,  but  to  a  system  of 
prohibition  and  exclusion;  a  system  calculated  to 
raise  up  one  interest  and  to  prostrate  every  other. 
We  feel  not  the  slightest  hostility  towards  our 
fellow-citizens  who  are  occupied  in  manufactur- 
ing; it  gives  us  sincere  pleasure  to  believe  that 
they  are  now  engaged  in  the  most  profitable  branch 
of  industry,  and  we  hope  ihey  will  continue  to  do 
well.  These  sentiments,  while  they  are  .sincerely 
entertained,  are,  at  the  same  time,  perfectly  con- 
sistent with  the  opinion,  that  the  manufacturer 
has  no  more  right  to  the  favor  and  protection  of 


his  Gbvernment,  than  the  farmer,  the  mechanic, 
the  navigator,  or  the  merchant. 

Your  memorialists  fully  believe,  that  the  bill 
now  before  your  honorable  body  is  unjust  in  its 
principles,  and  injurious  in  its  details;  that  it  is 
calculated  to  produce  unhappy  effects  on  the  in- 
terests of  a  body  of  citizens,  while  it  cherishes  and 
elevates  the  interests  of  a  particular  part ;  that  if 
it  should,  without  material  alterations,  become  a 
law,  it  will  promote  smuggling,  impair  the  reve- 
nue, lessen  confidence  in  Government,  and  prove 
injurious  to  commerce,  navigation,  and  agricul- 
ture; and  that  it  is  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the 
Constitution  under  which  we  live.  Sincerely 
impressed  with  the  truth  and  importance  of  these 
opinions,  we  feel  it  to  be  our  bounden  duty  to 
remonstrate  against  the  said  bill,  and  to  praf 
vour  honorable  body,  that  it  may  not  become  a 
law  of  the  land. 

WxM.  BAYARD,  PreHdent. 

John  Pintard,  Secretary. 
New  York,  January  30,  1824. 


MEMORIAL 

0/  the  citizens  of  Richmond  and  Manchester,  in  Vir- 
ginia, upon  the  subject  of  the  proposed  tariff,  now 
before  Congress. — February  17,"  1824. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Richmond  and 
Manchester,  at  the  Merchants'  Coffee-House, 
in  the  City  of  Richmond,  on  Saturday,  the  14th 
of  February,  1824,  called  by  the  chairman  of  a 
former  meeting,  on  the  subject  of  the  proposed 
tariff,  now  before  Congress — 

The  committee  appointed  at  that  meeting  to 
prepare  a  memorial  to  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  in  opposition  thereto,  presented  ihe  same, 
which  was  read,  and  unanimously  adopted  by  the 
meeting.     Whereupon — 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  memorial,  just 
adopted,  be  signed  by  the  chairman  and  secretary, 
and  transmitted  to  the  Representative  in  Congress 
from  this  district,  and  like  copies  be  furnished  to 
the  editors  of  newspapers  in  this  city. 

The  memorial  of  sundry  merchants,  and  other 
citizens  of  Richmond  and  Manchester,  to  the 
Congress  of  the  United  Stales,  respectfully  rep- 
resents: 

That  they  have  been  much  alarmed  by  the  in- 
troduction of  a  bill  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, entitled  "  A  bill  to  amend  the  several  acts 
for  imposing  duties  on  imports." 

Your  memorialistji  have  entertained  the  opinion 
that  the  present  tariff  is  too  high,  and  that  its  ex- 
orbitance has  caused,  in  many  instances,  the  con- 
sumers of  manufactured  articles  to  pay  heavy 
bounties  to  our  own  manufacturers,  whereby  great 
benefits  have  accrued  to  that  class,  at  the  expense 
of  the  agricultural  and  commercial  classes,  which 
consiilute  the  great  bulk  of  our  people.  Your 
memorialists  did  entertain  the  hope  that  the  man- 
ufacturers  would  have  been   satisfied   with   the 


3099 


APPENDIX. 


3100 


m 


I 


Tarif  Memorial. — Richmond  and  Manchester,  Va. 


great  aid  which  these  high  duties  have  rendered  '  continaally  receding  from  us  ;  we  fear  we  shall 
10  them  ;  but  in  ihisthev  are  entirely  disappointed,  never  reach  it,  till  we  are  barred  by  a  total  pro- 
and  find  that  that  small   but  persevering  class  of    hibition.  .       ,  j 

the  community  have,  by  their  exertions,  been  en-  To  this  result  we  seem  to  be  advancing  ^radu- 
abled  to  lay  before  the  assembled  Representatives  ,  allv,  but  certainly.  W  hen  a  heavy  duty  is  hrst 
of  the  people  a  scheme,  by  which  that  people  shall  1  imposed  on  foreign  articles,  the  manufacturers 
be  compelled  to  submit  to  the  alternative  of  pay-  '  seem,  for  a  while,  to  be  contented  ;  because  the 
ine  still  more  exorbitant  prices  for  articles  of  i  encouragement,  thus  given  to  them,  enables  those 
great  necessity  and  convenience,  or  to  buy  simi- 
lar articles  of  inferior  value  of  domestic  fabrica- 
tion, at  almost  equally  high  prices,  or  to  abandon 
the  use  of  them  altogether.  And  for  what  pur- 
pose is  it,  that  this  people  are  now  required  to 
submit  to  these  heavy  exactions  ?     Is  it  to  provide 


a  revenue  for  a  parental  Government,  which  is 
charged  with  our  defence  ?  No  such  purpose  is 
pretended. 

The  revenue  appears,  from  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  from  the  last  Mes- 
sage of  the  President,  to- be  in  a  flourishing  con- 
dition ;  and  the  motive  which  has  been  avowed 
for  this  new  system  is,  that  the  manufactures  of 
our  own  country  may  be  fostered  and  protected. 

Your  memorialists  do  not  mean  to  enter  into 
an  examination  of  the  question,  whether  Con- 
gress have  any   Constitutional  power  to  lay  and 


whose  capitals  are  already  invested,  or  about  to 
be  invested,  in  manufactures,  to  realize  great 
profits.  These  great  profits,  however,  after  a 
time,  induce  so  much  capital  to  be  vested  in  those 
establishments,  that  a  reduction  in  profits  natu- 
rally takes  place;  instead  of  contentment,  dissat- 
isfaction again  begins  to  show  itself;  they  cry  out 
that  they  want  protection  and  encouragement; 
they  harass  Congress  with  their  importunate  cla- 
mor;  they  must  have  still  higher  duties,  or  their 
establishments  will  fall  to  decay.  Thus,  they  re- 
quire restriction  upon  restriction,  until  they  suc- 
ceed in  destroying  all  competition,  by  prohibit- 
ing the  introduction  of  such  foreign  goods  as 
might  interfere  with  goods  of  their  own  fabri- 
cation. 

This  seems,  to  your  memorialists,  to  be  the  course 
of  things,  and  against  the  disastrous  and  ruinous 


collect   imposts   and   duties,  for   the   purpose  of    result  of  such  course  we  trust  that  your  body  will 
giving  encouragement  and  protection  to  one  class  '  save  the  nation. 

of  the  communitv,  to  the  injury,  and  at  the  ex-  Your  memorialists  have  every  reason  to  believe 
pense,  ofall  other  classes;  they  will  merely  ven-  that  the  proi>osed  taritf.  if  adopted,  will  operate 
ture  to  suggest,  that  this  important  power  was  oppressively  on  the  agriculture,  commerce,  and 
granted  by  the  Constitution  for  the  express  pur- '  navigation,  of  the  country ;  that  it  will  dimmish  the 
pose  of  "  paying  the  debts,  and  providing  for  the  revenue,  lead  to  direct  taxes,  and  introduce  a  sys 
common  defence  and  general  welfare  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,"  and  they  cannot  perceive  how  this 
general  object  can  be  attained  by  fostering  a  par- 
ticular class,  to  the  prejudice  of  others. 

Whenever  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  in- 
crease the  tariff  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  reve- 
nue, to  be  appropriated  lor  the  good  of  the  whole, 
your  memorialists  have  not  complained,  nor  will 
they  ever  complain,  when  it  shall  be  lound  neces 


tematized  plan  of  smuggling,  the  extent  and  effect 
of  which  cannot  be  foretold. 

The  oppressive  character  of  this  mea*^ure  will 
be  attempted  to  be  shown  by  a  few  examples. 

The  first  clause  of  the  bill  provides,  that  on  all 
manufactures  of  wool,  or  of  which  wool  shall  be 
a  component  part,  a  duty  of  30  per  cent,  ad  va- 
lorem shall  be  imposed,  until  the  30th  June,  1825, 
and  after  that,  a  duty  of  33^  percent,  ad  valorem; 


sary  for  such   purpose;  but  they  cannot  believe    and  it  is  provided,  that  those  woollen  goods,  the 


that  Congress  are  acting  entirely  within  their  le- 
gitimate sphere,  when  they  depart  from  this  great 
object,  and  put  their  hands  into  the  pockets  of  the 


original  cost  of  which,  at  the  place  whence  im- 
ported, with  the  addition  of  10  per  cent.,  shall  be 
less  than  80  cents  per  square  yard,  shall,  with  such 


great  mass  of  the  people,  for  the  purpose  of  trans-  i  addition,  be  deemed  and   taken  to  have   cost  80 


lerring  the  money  there  found  into  the  pockets  ol 
the  favored  few. 

When  we  consider  the  progressive  increase  of 
duties  which  has  taken  place  since  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Federal  Government  to  this  time,  we 
must  be  convinced  that  our  manufactures  have, 
by  the  mere  operation  of  laws  intended  princi- 
pally for  the  raising  a  revenue,  beeu  fostered  and 
protected  to  a  prodigious  extent.  In  consequence 
toereof,  iliere  are  many  articles  of  foreign  manu- 
facture that  are  now  seldom,  if  ever,  imported. 
How  rarely  do  we  hear  of  the  importation  of  the 
manufactures  of  leather,  lead,  pewter,  and  tin  ; 
paper,  stationery,  hats,  «3cc.;  paints,  twine,  man- 
ufactures of  iron,  together  with  the  coarser  fabrics 
of  cotton  !  These,  and  many  others,  may  be  al- 
most considered  as  prohibitt-d.  Where,  then,  is 
the  legislative  encouragement  to  stop  i  As  we 
advance,  the  point  at  which  it  is  to  terminate  is 


cents  per  Mjuare  yard,  and  shall  be  charged  with 
duty  accordingly. 

At  the  port  of  Richmond,  for  the  year  1822, 
there  were  imported  nearly  300  bales  of  a  coarse 
woollen  cloth,  known  by  the  name  of  napt  cottons. 
This  IS  an  article  peculiarly  well  adapted  to  the 
clothing  of  our  laborers;  and,  although  m  the 
farming  counties  the  existing  high  duties  on  coarse 
woollens  have  driven  the  farmers  to  the  domestic 
manufacture  of  negro  clothing,  yet,  in  tobacco- 
making  districts,  the  purchase  of  napt  cottons  has 
yet  been  found  more  advantageous  than  family 
manufactures.  Each  of  these  bales  of  napt  cot- 
tons contains  twenty  pieces,  and  each  piece  twenty 
yards,  of  the  width  of  twenty-seven  inches.  Ac- 
cording to  actual  invoices,  these  bales,  including 
packages  at  the  place  whence  imported,  cost,  on 
an  average,  twenty-six  pounds,  nine  shillings  ster- 
ling each. 
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Thus  300  bales  then 
cost     ... 

Charges  which  are 
nowsubject  toduty 
10  per  cent. 


X7,935  GO 


793  10 


9,698  33 


72,000  00 
21,600  00 
24,000  00 


£8,728  10«.=S3S,793  33 
The  existing  duty,  of  25  per  centum  ad 

valorem,  gives  to  the  Treasury 
Duty  now  proposed  will  be  on  300  bales, 
each  containing  400  running  yards, 
or  300  square  yards,  is  90,000  square 
yards  which  cost,  with  charges,  about 
32  cents  per  running  yard,  but  are  to 
be  taken  as  having  cost  80  cents  per 
square  yard,  is  -  -  .  - 
A  duty  of  30  per  cent,  gives  to  the 

Treasury 

A  duty  of  33^  per  cent,  after  June, 

1825 

So  that,  by  the  operation  of  the  proposed  tariff, 
the  tobacco  planters  who  trade  with  Richmond 
will  be  compelled  to  pay,  upon  this  single  article, 
in  duties  to  the  Government,  until  the  30th  June, 
1825,  the  sum  of  $11,901  67;  and  after  that  time, 
the  enormous  sum  of  14,301  dollars  67  cents  more 
than  they  now  pay  ! 

According  to  tiie  invoices  before  mentioned,  the 
average  price  of  the  said  article,  with  the  charges, 
may  be  set  down  at  32  cents  the  running  yard,  at 
the  place  whence  imported,  and  the  duty  thereon 
about  eight  cents.  According  to  the  proposed 
tariff  of  30  per  cent,  the  duty  will  be  about  18 
cents,  and  at  33^  will  be  about  20  cents  the  run- 
ning yard,  that  is  to  say,  instead  of  the  present 
heavy  duty  of  25  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  tlie  pro- 
posed bill  will  levy  upon  the  consumer  of  this  ar- 
ticle about  55^  per  cent,  in  one  case,  and  62  per 
cent,  in  the  other,  on  the  original  cost  of  the  ar- 
ticle !  What  is  the  effect?  Add  to  these  enor- 
mous duties  the  unusual  expenses  of  purchasing, 
shipping,  insurance,  freight,  mercantile  profit,  dec, 
dec,  and  the  article  which  now  costs  the  consumer 
from  33  to  55  cents  per  running  yard,  will  proba- 
bly cost  him  from  50  to  75  cents.  He  cannqt  af- 
ford to  pay  It,  he  cannot  purchase  it  from  the  mer- 
chant, and  the  latter  will  cease  to  import  it. 

It  amounts,  then,  to  a  prohibition.  The  com- 
mercial capital  heretofore  employed  m  the  procure- 
ment of  that  article,  must  be  thrown  out  of  that 
employment.  The  importing  merchant  loses  his 
profit,  the  sailors  their  wages,  the  ship  owner  his 
freight,  and  the  Government  its  revenue.  But 
the  tobacco  planter  must  still  procure  his  coarse 
woollens;  and  he  has  no  other  resort  but  the  north- 
ern manufacturer.  The  latter  sells  some  substi- 
tuted artic^,  (most  probably  of  inferior  value) 
only  a  little  lower  than  the  increased  price  of  the 
foreign  article.  The  difference  between  the  pres- 
ent price  of  the  imported  article,  and  the  price 
which  the  northern  manufacture  will  cost  him,  is 
an  entire  loss  to  the  planter.  Let  us  suppose  tnat 
this  difference  is  from  15  to  20  cents  the  running 
yard,  (and  it  cannot  possibly  be  less,)  and  the 
planter  must  pay  his  tribute  annually  to  the 
northern  capitalist,  without  any  equivalent  to  him- 


self, and  with  great  loss  to  the  Grovernment.  And 
here  let  us  pause  for  a  moment,  and  ask  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people,  for  what  reason  this  tre- 
mendous exaction  is  required  from  the  planter  7 
It  is  declared  that  the  great  object  is  to  foster  and 
encourage  national  industry.  What!  is  not  the 
planter  a  part  of  the  nation  as  well  as  the  manu- 
facturer ?  And  if  you  plunder  one  part  of  the 
nation  to  enrich  another,  do  you  thereby  encourage 
national  industry  ?  No !  This  is  an  egregious 
abuse  of  terms,  by  which  we  are  to  be  gulled  and 
cheated.  Whatever  may  be  the  object,  the  effect 
of  this  measure  will  be  to  foster  local  industry, 
and  to  give  enormous  profits  to  local  capital.  It 
will  impoverish  the  consumer,  while  it  will  enrich 
the  manufacturer. 

We  do  most  seriously  protest  against  this  strong 
effort  to  compel  the  Southern  planters  to  pay  more 
than  an  Algeriue  tribute  to  the  Northern  capi- 
talists. 

A  review  of  many  other  parts  of  the  proposed 
tariff  will  display  objections  to  it  equally  as  for- 
cible as  those  we  have  urged.  Thus,  it  may  be 
proved,  that  the  proposed  duty  on  plains  will  be 
an  advance  on  the  first  cost  of  from  50  to  88  per 
cent,  according  to  the  original  cost.  On  cotton 
goods,  the  minimum  cost  of  which  is  fixed  by  the 
Dill  at  35  cents  the  square  yard,  the  duty  will  be 
equally  oppressive.  Thus,  on  printed  calicoes, 
which  cost  from  4^i.  to  7^/.  sterling,  the  duty  wili 
be  from  40  to  64  per  cent,  on  the  first  cost;  on 
cotton  shirtings,  cost  price  from  4^ti.  to  9rf.  ster- 
ling, it  will  be  from  49  to  70  per  cent.;  on  cotton 
brown  Hollands,  which  cost  id.  it  will  be  72  per 
cent.;  on  cambric  muslins,  which  cost  from  ^d.  to 
12fii.,  it  will  be  from  50  to  95  per  cent.,  and  so  on 
with  many  others. 

Your  memorialists  will  state  one  other  example 
of  the  effect  to  be  expected  from  excessive  duties. 
It  is  proposed  by  the  present  scheme  to  lay  a  duty 
on  wrought  nails  of  five  cents  per  pound.  In  1817 
the  duty  was  three  cents.  At  that  duty  there  was 
imported  into  Richmond,  and  chiefly  in  American 
ships,  123,972  pounds,  giving  to  the  Treasury 
$3,699  16  duty.  The  duty  was  afterwards  raised 
to  four  cents,  and  the  whole  import  of  nails,  during 
the  year  1822,  into  the  same  port,  as  entered  at  the 
custom-house,  consisted  of  • 

3,635  pounds  in  American  vessels, 
56,960      do       in  foreign  do. 


60,595,  which,  at  4  cents,  is  §2,423  80. 

This  statement  shows  that  three  cents  produced 
more  revenue,  by  50  per  cent.,  than  four  cents, 
and  gave  employment  to  our  own  ships.  That 
the  latter  duty  amounted  to  a  prohibition,  or  nearly 
so,  is  evident,  since  the  ships  by  which  they  were 
imported  were  chiefly  chartered  in  Europe,  to 
load  in  Virginia  with  tobacco  and  cotton,  and  the 
nails,  serving  as  ballast,  were  conveyed  free  of 
freight.  Although  the  present  duty  of  4  ctnts  is 
so  excessive,  yet  it  is  proposed  by  the  bill  to  lay  an 
additional  duty  of  25  per  cent.  What  can  be 
more  obvious  than  this  that  the  point  to  be  attained 
is  a  total  and  complete  prohibition? 

Your  memorialists    believe  that  the   proposed 
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bill,  if  it  becomes  a  law,  will  produce  ihe  follow- 
ing effects: 

1.  That  it  will  greatly  increase  the  burdens  of 
the  farmer,  the  planter,  and  other  consumers.  It 
will  compel  them  to  pay  dear  for  those  articles  of 
necessity  and  convenience  for  which  they  now 
pay  comparatively  less.  They  will  probably  cease 
to  purchase  the  foreign  articles,  but  the  home 
manufacturer  will  take  care  that  the  domestic 
article,  substituted  in  its  place,  shall  only  cost  a 
little  less  than  the  foreign.  And,  as  he  will  have 
a  monopoly  of  the  article,  without  any  foreign 
competition,  his  own  price  will  be  fixed  on  it. 

2.  It  will  injure  the  commercial  interest,  be- 
cause, unless  the  merchant  can  meet  with  ready 
sales,  and  make  a  reasonable  profit  on  his  sales,  he 
must  cease  to  import. 

3.  It  will  injure  the  navigation  and  tonnage  ol 
the  country,  for,  as  our  imports  decrease,  so  must 
our  shipping,  our  seamen,  and  our  foreign  trade. 

4.  It  will  diminish  the  revenue  from  imposts, 
which  has  heretofore  been  considered  as  the  most 
convenient,  the  least  expensive,  and  the  most  pro- 
ductive way  of  raising  revenue.  If  this  effect 
necessarily  results,  the  Government  will  be  com- 
pelled to  resort  to  direct  taxation,  and  to  excises, 
whose  odious  character  is  so  well  known  as  not 
to  require  any  remarks. 

5.  It  will  inevitably  produce  smuggling,  and  all 
of  it>-  train  of  evils,  and  it  is  certainly  true  that 
there  is  no  country  in  which  this  business  can  be 
carried  on  with  greater  facility  than  along  our 
wide  spread  coast. 

There  is  another  effect  which  your  memorialists 
seriously  apprehend  will  take  place,  and  which, 
though  it  may  not  immediately  ensue,  yet  will  be 
attended  with  more  extensive  injury  than  all  of 
the  others.  Is  there  no  danger,  that  the  Govern- 
ments of  Europe,  seeing  the  restrictions  which  we 
impose  on  their  productions,  will,  gradually,  and 
as  It  suits  their  interests,  retaliate  our  measures, 
and  impose  restrictions  or  prohibitions  upon  our 
raw  materials  ?  If  tobacco  is,  indeed,  so  jjecu- 
liarly  adapted  to  our  climate  and  our  soil,  that  no 
other  country  can  produce  it  so  abundantly  and 
so  cheap,  can  the  same  thing  be  said  of  cotton? 
We  apprehend  not.  There  are  many  sections  of 
the  globe,  besides  our  Southern  and  Southwestern 
States,  in  which  cotton  can  be  raised  to  the  greatest 
advantage,  and  which  will  come  into  competition 
with  our  great  staple.  Already  it  has  been  an- 
nounced, that  the  importations  from  Brazil  into 
the  port  of  Liverpool  have  increased  to  an  alarm- 
ing extent,  notwithstanding  the  disturbed  state  of 
that  country.  We  know  that  Great  Britain  is 
actively  engaged  in  extending  her  commercial 
relations  with  all  of  South  America,  and,  if  she 
can  find  a  ready  vent  for  all  of  her  cotton  goods 
in  that  extensive  region,  is  it  not  to  be  expected 
that  she  will  hold  forth  every  possible  inducement 
to  the  cultivation  of  the  raw  material  in  that  coun- 
try? Will  she  not,  as  the  supply  increases,  either 
impose  heavy  duties  (now  very  light)  on  our  cot- 
tons, or  restrictions  of  some  other  description, 
that  shall  operate  against  us,  while  it  favors  the 
cottons  of  other  countries  ?     It  has  been  asserted 


that  the  cultivation  of  cotton  has  been  commenced, 
with  great  success,  on  the  fertile  banks  of  the 
Nile.  Egypt  would  be  a  most  dangerous  com- 
petitor, if  she  seriously  turns  her  attention  to  thin 
object. 

If,  then,  there  is  danger  that  Europe  can  be 
supplied  with  this  great  staple,  most  abundantly, 
from  other  countries,  is  it  not  madness  for  our 
Congress  to  adopt  a  system  of  restriction  on  cotton 
good's,  which  will  have  the  destructive  and  ruin- 
ous effect  of  inducing  Europe  to  reject  our  supplies, 
and  to  get  them  elsewhere?  Will  Congress  thus 
tamper  with  the  very  existence  of  our  cotton- 
growing  States?  Will  they  not  pause  before  they 
resort  to  a  rash  experiment  which  may  bring  ruin 
on  the  South,  and  shake  our  Confederation  to  the 
centre? 

Perhaps  it  may  be  considered  as  intrusive  in 
your  memorialists  to  speak  of  these  effects  upon 
our  cotton-growing  States,  and  that  it  should  be 
left  to  the  wisdom  and  sagacity  of  those  people 
to  speak  their  own  complaints  to  the  Government. 
It  is  true,  that  in  Virginia  very  little  of  that  arti- 
cle is  produced,  when  compared  with  that  of  our 
Southern  neighbors;  and  it  is  also  true,  that  they 
are  able  to  slate  their  own  grievances,  and  we 
have  no  doubt  they  will  do  so.  But  we  will  beg 
leave  to  say,  that  the  commercial  and  agricultural 
interestsof  Virginia  are  most  intimately  connected 
with  those  of  the  Southern  and  Southwestern 
States.  Whatever  affects  their  prosperity,  is  most 
sensibly  felt  by  us.  Let  tliem  be  brought  to  ruin, 
and  our  bankruptcy  is  not  far  distant. 

What  is  the  great  and  general  beneficial  effect 
which  the  manufacturer  insists  will  be  produced 
by  these  restrictive  measures?  It  has  been  said, 
that  the  protection  of  our  manufactures,  by  pro- 
tective duties,  will  render  us  independent  of  for- 
eign nations.  In  common  with  our  fellow-citi- 
zens throughout  the  Unittd  Stales,  we  cherish  our 
I)olitical  independence,  and  prize  the  right  of  self- 
government,  as  the  greatest  and  highest  earthly 
boon,  bestowed  upon  us  by  the  bounty  of  Provi- 
dence. But,  an  entire  commercial  independence 
we  consider  as  neither  practicable  nor  desirable. 
Is  it  not  obvious,  that  the  various  soils  and  cli- 
mates of  the  globe  are  adapted  to  the  growth  of 
various  products,  and  that  it  is  more  beneficial  for 
a  country  to  exchange  with  others  its  various 
productions,  than  to  attempt  to  raise  all  of  them 
itself?  For  what  purpose  did  the  Great  Author  of 
nature  provide  the  great  highway  of  nations,  but 
to  enable  men  reciprocally  to  exchange  their  pro- 
ducts, and  to  hold  communion  with  each  other 
with  facility? 

It  is  obvious  to  us,  that  the  independence  on 
foreign  nations,  of  which  the  man ufac timers  speak 
so  much,  is  a  misnomer.  When  rightly  under- 
stood, it  means  a  dfptndeiice  on  themselves. 

It  has  also  been  said,  that  the  establishment  of 
manufactures  will  open  a  more  extensive  home 
market  for  ow^bi^^adstuffsand  provisions.  It  may 
be  true,  that  the  withdrawing  a  number  of  labor- 
ers from  agriculture,  and  placing  them  in  manu- 
factories, may  diminish,  to  a  limited  extent,  the 
productions  of  the  farmer ;  and  though  this  may 
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be  beneficial  to  that  class,  in  the  immediate  vi- 
cinity of  such  establishments,  its  benefits  can 
never  extend  to  remoter  quarters;  and,  in  the  con- 
sumption of  the  raw  material,  it  cannot  exceed 
one  tenth  of  jhe  quantity  grown.  A  market  such 
as  this,  the  agriculturists  do  not  ask  for,  the  plan- 
ter rejects  it,  and  neither  are  willing  to  accept  it 
as  a  boon  from  the  manufacturers,  for  the  great 
sacrifice  they  are  called  on  to  make,  and  the  bur- 
dens it  is  likely  to  produce  hereafter ;  they  have 
to  pay  a  most  exorbitant  price  for  it,  independent 
of  the  hazard  of  being  forever  excluded  from  much 
better  and  more  extensive  markets,  which  we  now 
enjoy  at  much  less  expense. 

Your  memorialists  cannot  but  regret,  that,  at 
this  day,  when  the  wisest  statesmen  in  England 
are  regretting  the  pernicious  effects  of  their  pro- 
hibitory laws,  and  deploring  the  difficulties  which 
exist  against  their  removal,  our  politicians  should 
anxiously  wish  to  introduce  that  restrictive  sys- 
tem into  our  code,  the  whole  effects  of  which  no 
man  can  foresee,  and  whose  intricacy  the  greatest 
sagacity  cannot  unfold. 

Your  memorialists  beg  leave  further  to  say,  that 
the  restrictions  which  have  heretofore  been  im- 
posed on  the  commerce  of  the  country,  have  al- 
ways been  imposed  fur  great  national  purposes. 
The  embargo  and  non-iniercourse  laws,  in  all 
their  various  modifications,  were  intended  to  re- 
taliate upon  foreign  nations  their  own  injustice, 
or  to  defend  us  from  hostility.  Their  object  was, 
to  compel  other  countries  to  do  us  justice;  but 
the  present  scheme  has  no  such  object.  At  a  time 
of  most  profound  peace,  we  are  called  upon  to 
shackle  our  commerce,  to  divert  our  capital  from 
agriculture  and  from  commerce,  for  the  purpose 
of  increasing  the  profits  of  the  manufacturing  cap- 
italist. A  deadly  blow  is  aimed  at  one  part  of 
the  community,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  benefiting 
another  part  of  the  same  community. 

Your  memorialists,  therefore,  most  earnestly 
request,  that  your  honorable  body  will,  in  your 
wisdom,  think  it  proper  to  ward  off  this  evil  from 
us,  by  rejecting  the  bill,  promptly  and  decis- 
ively. 

ROBERT  POLLARD. 

Chairman. 

BcRKARo  Peyton,  Secretary. 
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0/  a  Committee  appointed  at  a  ptthlic  mtctiny  of  the 
citizens  of  Neto  York  to  take  into  consideration  Uie 
sitnation  of  the  Greeks. — December  2^,  1823. 

To  the  Senate  and   House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  in  Congress  assembled  : 

The  memorial  of  the  committee  appointed  at  a 
numerous  and  respectable  meeting  of  the  citizens 
of  New  York,  assembled  to  take  into  consideration 
the  situation  of  tne  Greeks,  respectfully  showeth: 

That  the  citizens  whom  they  represent,  have, 
in  common  with  their  fellow-citizens  throughoqt 
18th  Con.  1st  Seaa.— 93 


the  United  States,  witnessed,  with  lively  sensi- 
bility, the  heroic  efforts  of  the  Greeks,  to  rescue 
themselves  from  Turkish  bondage.  It  appeared 
to  them  that  the  Greek  cause  was  not  only  enti- 
tled to  the  good  wishes  of  this  country,  but,  as  far 
as  might  be  done,  consistently  with  the  views  of 
Government,  to  every  possible  assistance.  In  the 
opinion  of  the  meeting,  the  independence  of  the 
Greek  nation  was  a  subject  of  the  highest  concern 
to  the  interests  of  the  human  race,  and  recom- 
mended itself  to  the  approbation  of  every  civilized 
people,  by  the  most  powerful  considerations  that 
could  possibly  be  addressed,  either  to  the  judgment, 
or  to  the  sympathy  of  mankind.  » 

Your  memorialists  have  accordingly  been  in- 
structed to  apply  to  Congress,  with  the  request 
that  the  independence  of  the  Greek  nation  might 
be  recognised  by  the  Government  of  this  country. 
In  undertaking  to  comply  with  this  instruction, 
the  committee  conceive  that  they  will  have  dis- 
charged their  trust,  when  they  make  known  to 
Congress  the  anxious  desire  of  the  citizens  of 
Mew  York,  either  that  the  independence  of  the 
Greeks  may  be  speedily  and  formally  recognised, 
or  such  steps  preparatory  thereto  taken,  as  may, 
in  the  opinion  of  Government,  be  consistent  with 
its  interests,  its  policy,  and  its  honor.  The  suitable 
time  for  the  exercise  of  such  a  prerogative  of  the 
Government,  must  always  rest  in  its  sound  discre- 
tion, and  your  memorialists  repose  with  entire 
confidence  in  the  wisdom  of  the  application  of 
that  discretion.  They  would,  however,  respect- 
fully suggest,  that,  in  the  opinion  of  their  fellow- 
citizens,  as  far  as  they  have  hitherto  thought 
proper  to  declare  it,  the  Greeks  have  proved  them- 
selves competent  to  maintain  their  independence, 
and  that,  by  their  union,  their  political  system, 
their  organization,  their  strength,  their  successes, 
their  intelligence,  and  their  determined  spirit,  they 
have  sufficiently  vindicated  their  title  to  assume 
a  separate  and  equal  station  among  the  nations  of 
the  world. 

How  far  the  case  of  the  South  American  Gov- 
ernments, whose  national  existence  was  admitted 
by  the  United  States  some  time  since,  may  be 
deemed  analogous,  is  respectfully  submitted  to  the 
superior  judgment  of  those  to  whom  this  applica- 
tion is  addressed.  It  has,  however,  been  supposed, 
that  there  are  peculiar  circumstances  connected 
with  the  cau.se  of  the  Greeks,  which  ought  to 
awaken  the  most  active  concern  for  their  welfare, 
and  which  require  the  application  of  every  just 
precedent  in  support  of  their  independence. 

Your  memorialists  would  deem  it  improper,  on 

this  occasion,  to  enlarge  on  this  subject,  or  to  do 

more  than  merely  allude  to  the  consideration  of 

the  barbarous  dominion  of  the  Turks,  equally  fatal 

to  liberty,  learning  and  taste,  and  under  which 

I  the  Greeks  have  been  most  cruelly  oppressed  for 

I  ages — to  the  spirit  of  the  Mahometan  superstition, 

I  presenting  an  insurmountable  obstacle  to  the  pro- 

i  gressof  civilization — to  the  ingenious,  enterprising, 

free,  and  commercial  character  of  the  Greeks — to 

their  language,  their  literature,  their  religion,  and 

their  eventful  history,  exciting  the  deepest  intereat 

in  their  favor,  and  endearing  them  to  the  Chris- 
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tian  world  by  recollections  of  their  past  sufferings, 

and  of  their  ancient  glory. 
And  your  memorialists  will  ever  pray,  dtc. 
Marinus  Willett,      Samuel  Boyd, 
Jdo.  p.  Romeyu,      S.  Jones, 
Henry  D.  Sewall,    M.  Clarkson, 
Felix  Pascalis,         Isaac  Lawrence, 
Hiram  Ketcbum,     Stephen  Allen, 
Cadw.  D.  Golden,   J.  Morton, 


J.  R.  Kurd, 
Geo.  Deroarest, 
Jon.  Goodhue, 
Nath'l  F.  Moore, 
Jno.  Trumbull, 
Philip  Hone, 
Wm.  Bayard, 
James  Kent, 
Richard  Varick, 
Lynde  Callin, 
Henry  Rutgers, 
Henry  Wheaton, 
John  Pintard. 


Alex.  McLeod, 
J.  G.  Swift, 
Wm.  Johnson, 
R.  Sedgwick, 
John  G.  Coster, 
Charles  King, 
Robert  McQ,ueen, 
Jos.  O.  Hoffman, 
Thomas  H.  Merry, 
Wm.  Paulding,  Jr., 
Wm.  Johnson, 
Rui>sell  H.  Nevins. 


MEMORIAL  -^^ 

« 

Of  the  inhabitants  of  Boston,  on  the  svhject  of  the 
Greeks.— January  5,  1824. 

To  the  Senate  and  Houre   of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States,  in  Congress  assembled  : 

The  undersigned,  a  committee  appointed  for 
this  purpose  by  a  large  number  of  the  citizens  of 
Boston  and  its  vicinity,  convened  by  public  noti- 
fication on  the  19th  instant,  beg  leave  most  respect- 
fully to  represent : 

That  they  feel  a  deep  interest  in  the  political 
situation  of  the  people  of  Greece  ;  and  rejoice  in 
the  information  recently  communicated  by  the 
Chief  Magistrate  of  the  United  States,  "  that  there 
is  good  reason  to  believe  Greece  will  become  again 
an  independent  nation." 

That  the  contest  of  an  oppressed  and  enslaved 
people  for  the  invaluable  blessings  of  self-govern- 
ment, and  of  a  Christian  people  for  the  enjoyment 
of  religious  liberty,  has  a  claim  to  the  best  wishes 
of  this  nation  for  its  eventual  success,  and  to  what- 
ever aid  and  encouragement,  consistently  with  the 
primary  duty  of  self-preservation,  it  may  have  the 
ability  to  afford. 

No  one  who  has  duly  reflected  upon  the  conse- 
quences which  have  resulted  from  our  own  suc- 
cessful struggle  in  the  cause  of  civil  liberty,  not 
as  respects  the  interests  of  our  nation  only,  but  as  it 
has  affected  also  thecondition  of  the  whole  civilized 
world,  can  hesitate  to  admit  that  the  question  of 
theerection  of  a  new  independent  Christian  State, 
is  the  most  momentous  that  can  occur  in  the  pro- 
gress of  human  affairs;  and  especially  deserving 
the  attention  of  the  representatives  of  a  free 
people. 

Centuries,  whose  annals  are  filled  with  the  com- 
mon succession  of-^ars  and  conquests,  may  pass 
away,  without  being  attended  with  any  important 
result  to  the  great  cause  of  civilization  and  hu- 
,  manity  ;  but,  the  emancipation  from  a  barbarous 
despotism  of  a  gallant  and  enterprising  and  intel- 


ligent people,  must  be  followed  by  the  most  propi- 
tious consequences,  and  cannot  fail  to  add  to  the 
security  of  all  free  governments,  by  increasing  the 
number  of  those  who  are  devoted  to  their  common 
defence. 

The  extermination  of  the  Turkish  despotism  on 
the  coasts  and  islands  of  the  Mediterranean  sea, 
has  justly  been  regarded  as  a  more  worthy  object 
of  concert  and  coalition  among  civilized  Powers, 
than  any  which  ever  engaged  their  united  atten- 
tion. The  existence  ot  that  despotism  has  re- 
duced to  a  state  of  desolation  several  of  the  most 
fertile  countries  on  the  globe,  and  annihilated  the 
commerce  that  might  otherwise  have  been  main- 
tained. It  has  been  attended  with  the  grossest 
insults  and  outrages  on  the  dignity  of  States,  and 
the  liberty  of  their  citizens.  The  maintaining  of 
a  powerful  marine  force,  expensive  consular  es- 
tablishments, disgraceful  tribute,  slavery  and  war, 
have  successively  been  among  the  evils  to  which 
this  lawless  domination  has  subjected  the  civilized 
world,  and  from  which  our  own  country  has  not 
been  exempted. 

It  is,  then,  quite  obvious  that  the  erection  of  a 
new  and  free  State,  in  the  Mediterranean,  pos- 
sessing not  only  the  coasts  of  Southern  Greece, 
but  the  islands,  particularly  of  Candia  and  Cyprus, 
would  form  a  powerful  check  upon  the  barbarous 
dependencies  of  the  Porte  in  those  seas,  and  give 
facility  to  that  commercial  enterprise  which  now 
finds  its  way  only  to  one  port  of  European  or  Asi- 
atic Turkey. 

Your  memorialists  would  not  presume  to  make 
any  suggestion  as  to  the  course  which  it  may  be- 
come the  American  Government  to  pursue,  at  this 
interesting  crisis.  They  feel,  in  common  with 
their  feliow-citizens,  generally,  the  just  weight 
and  obligation  of  that  fKilicy  which  hitherto  has 
prohibited  an  interference  with  the  internal  con- 
cerns of  any  of  the  Powers  of  Europe,  and  con- 
tent themselves,  therefore,  with  expressing  their 
assurance,  that,  if  the  peculiar  and  unprecedented 
condition  of  the  Greeks,  should,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  form  a  case 
of  exception  to  that  rule  of  policy,  the  measures 
which  may  be  adopted  shall  receive  their  cordial 
support. 

But,  your  memorialists,  at  any  rate,  cannot  re- 
frain from  the  expression  of  their  earnest  wish 
that  the  indignation  and  abhorrence  which  they 
are  satisfied  is  universal  throughout  the  United 
States,  at  the  mode  in  which  the  Turkish  Gov- 
ernment is  carrying  on  the  war  against  Greece, 
should  be  distinctly  avowed  in  the  face  of  the 
world,  and  that  other  civilized  and  Christian  na- 
tions should  be  invited  to  join,  in  a  solemn  re- 
monstrance, against  such  barbarous  and  inhuman 
depravity. 

The  sale  of  forty  thousand  Christian  women 
and  children,  (after  the  massacre  of  their  hus- 
bands and  fathers)  in  open  market,  in  the  pres- 
ence of  Christian  Europe,  and  without  one  word 
of  remonstrance  from  the  surrounding  nations,  is 
a  circumstance  discreditable  to  the  age  in  which 
we  live.  If  older  and  nearer  nations  are  silent 
on  such  a  subject,  there  is  the  greater  reason,  and 
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the  more  honor,  in  giving  utterance  to  the  feel- 
ings which  are  excited  on  this  side  the  Atlantic, 
and  of  endeavoring  to  obtain  the  interference  and 
combining  the  sentiment  of  all  civilized  nations, 
to  put  an  end  to  such  horrible  scenes. 

The  just  indignation  of  the  world  has  recently 
been  manifested  by  a  simultaneous  effort  to  hum- 
ble and  restrain  the  Barbary  Powers.  Every  year 
has  witnessed  some  new  exertion  among  Chris- 
tian nations,  to  abolish  the  horrible  traffic  in  Af- 
rican slaves  ;  an  amelioration  of  the  ancient  laws 
of  war  with  regard  to  private  property,  has  re- 
cently been  prooounded  as  a  subject  worthy  the 
consideration  of^  the  nations ;  and  yet,  no  remon- 
strance has  been  made  in  behalf  of  Christian  bro- 
therhood and  suffering  humanity. 

Your  memorialists  do,  therefore,  most  earnestly 
commend  to  the  constitutional  representatives  of 
the  American  people,  an  attentive  consideration 
of  the  aforegoing  interesting  and  important  sub- 
jects. 

All  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted,  dec. 

Thomas  L.  Winthrop,  Henry  Orne, 

George  Blake.  S.  Adams  Wells, 

H.  A.  S.  Dearborn,  Edward  Everett, 

Samuel  F.  Jarvis,  John  C.  Warren, 

James  T.  Austin,  Warren  Dutton. 
Samuel  D.  Harris. 


MEMORIAL 

Of  the  Members  of  the  Home  of  Representatives  and 
Farmers  of  Penn.^yltania,  praying  a  modification  of 
the  Tariff. — January  5,  1824. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  Slates  in  Congress  assembled  : 

The  memorial  of  the  subscribers,  members  of 
the  Hou9e  of  Representatives,  and  farmers,  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  respectfully  showeih: 

That  your  memorialists,  wholly  cultivators  of 
the  soil,  and  not  otherwise  concerned  in  manufac- 
tures than  in  their  own  families,  are  firmly  per- 
suaded that  the  solid  interests  of  the  nation  re- 
quire that  an  efficient  protection  be  afforded  to 
the  manufacturing  portion  of  our  fellow-citizens 
who,  with  few  exceptions,  have  been  greatly  de- 
pressed ever  since  the  return  of  peace. 

The  depression  of  manufactures  has  had  the 
effect  to  injure  agriculture  in  a  two-fold  point  of 
view: 

1st.  From  the  close  of  the  late  war,  it  has 
driven  thousands  of  manufacturers  and  artisans, 
natives  as  well  as  emigrants,  to  agriculture:  thus 
depriving  the  farmers  of  a  considerable  portion  of 
the  domestic  market  for  the  necessaries  of  life, 
which  those  classes  afford;  and,  moreover,  con- 
Terting  customers  into  rivals,  by  the  surplus  pro- 
duce, beyond  their  own  consumption,  created  by 
those  persons  thus  deprived  of  employment  at  their 
usual  occupations,  and  compelled  to  resort,  for 
support,  to  the  cultivation  of  the  soil;  thereby  per- 
niciously increasing  that  glut  in  foreign  markets, 


to  which  may  be  fairly  traced  nearly  the  whole 
of  the  complicated  distresses  experienced  by  the 
farming  interest,  in  the  Middle  States,  in  past 
years,  particularly  in  1820  and  1821. 

2dly.  The  want  of  sufficient  protection  of 
manufactures  greatly  impairs  the  market  for  raw 
materials,  hemp,  flax,  iron,  hides,  skins,  dec.,  for 
which,  at  present,  the  demand  is  languid,  and,  in 
many  cases,  the  price  hardly  adequate  to  the  re- 
muneration of  the  producer. 

The  idea  which,  in  common  with  the  majority 
of  our  agricultural  brethren,  we  long  entertained, 
of  the  advantages  resulting  from  purchasing  goods 
abroad,  because  they  can  be  bad  cheaper  than  at 
home,  has  been  proved,  by  experience,  to  be  ruin- 
ously fallacious.  The  saving,  supposing  a  saving 
really  to  be  made,  of  a  few  dollars,  in  the  expense 
on  clothing  and  other  manufactured  articles,  is 
but  a  poor  compensation  for  the  great  diminution 
of  the  domestic  market  for  raw  materials,  and  for 
the  loss  of  a  quarter,  or  half  a  dollar,  in  the  price 
of  a  bushel  of  wheat,  and  in  that  proportion,  in 
other  agricultural  productions;  which  diminution 
and  loss  are  necessary  results  of  that  policy,  which 
so  essentially  and  inevitably  impairs  the  domestic 
market  for  those  productions.  But  experience, 
which  is  an  incomparably  safer  guide  than  theory, 
abundantly  proves  that  even  the  poor  saving 
which  has  been  so  speciously  held  out,  to  induce 
the  agriculturists  to  oppose  any  further  protection 
of  manufactures,  has  no  existence.  Of  this  posi- 
tion, the  event  of  the  high  duties  imposed  on 
coarse  cotton  goods,  removes  all  possibility  of 
doubt:  as  the  American  markets  have  been  stead- 
ily supplied,  for  years,  with  those  articles,  very 
far  superior  to  the  imported,  and  at  a  much  lower 
rate  than  we  formerly  had  to  pay  for  the  worth- 
less foreign  article,  for  which  they  are  a  substi- 
tute. 

It,  therefore,  clearly  appears  that  high  duties, 
in  this  instance,  so  far  irom  proving  injurious 
to  the  agricultural  interest,  have  conferred  on  it  a 
solid  and  substantial  benefit:  thus  proving  the 
utter  fallacy  of  dogmas,  hitherto  received  by  the 
mass  of  our  citizens  with  the  most  implicit  confi- 
dence. And  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that 
the  same  results  would  follow  the  adoption  of  a 
similar  course  of  proceeding  in  the  case  of  wool- 
len, iron,  and  other  manufactures.  If  it  were  ne- 
cessary to  adduce  foreign  facts  and  experience,  to 
prove  this  effect  of  domestic  competition,  both 
would  be  amply  fo«Dd  in  the  case  of  Great 
Britain,  which  excludes,  by  duties  nearly  tanta- 
mount to  prohibitions,  almost  all  foreign  manu- 
factures, and  is  yet  enabled  to  undersell,  in  manu- 
factured goods,  in  their  own  markets,  those  na- 
tions which  do  not  protect  the  industry  of  their 
people  by  adequate  duties. 

Whatever  plausible  arguments  might  be  found 
for  the  refusal  to  afford  adequate  protection  to 
manufactures,  during  the  wars  of  the  French 
Revolution,  when  we  had  abundant  markets  for 
all  our  agricultural  productions,  are  totally  inap- 
plicable to  our  present  situation,  in  consequence 
of  the  exclusion  of  our  breadstuffs  from  nearly 
all  the  ports  in  Europe,  unless  when  the  failure  of 
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crops  produces  a  danger  of  famine.  Thus,  those 
nations,  from  which  we  receive  such  immense 
amounts  of  manufactured  articles,  refuse  to  re- 
ceive the  chief,  indeed  almost  the  only  important 
productions,  with  which  nature  enables  the  in- 
habitants of  the  Middle  States  to  pay  for  them. 
We  might,  therefore,  as  we  have  done  in  the  case 
of  our  tonnage,  without  impropriety,  reciprocate 
prohibition  by  prohibition.  But  this  is  not  called 
for.  Such  an  increase  of  duty  as  would  prevent 
our  manufacturers  from  being  overwhelmed  in 
our  own  markets  by  their  foreign  rivals,  would  be 
sufficient  for  the  purpose. 

The  pernicious  effect  of  the  above  exclusion  is 
palpable,  from  the  reduction  in  the  amount  and 
value  of  the  flour  exported  from  the  United  Slates 
lately,  as  follows: 


Average  of  1811,  12,  13 
1816,  17,  18 
1821,  22,  23 


Barrels. 
1,383,149 
1,121,982 
879,743 


Dollars. 
13,980,000 
12,346.764 
4.819.506 


,  I* 


Thus,  it  incontestably  appears,  that  the  fortunes 
and  prosperity  of  those  of  your  fellow-citizens  en- 
gaged in  the  first  and  most  important  of  all  hu- 
man pursuits,  the  raising  of  grain,  and  other  ne- 
cessaries of  life,  are  held  by  the  precarious  tenure 
of  the  seasons  in  Europe.  If  they  are  adverse, 
farming  may  be  prosperous  in  the  United  States; 
but,  if  otherwise,  our  hopes  of  a  fair  remuneration 
for  our  labors  are  blighted  and  withered.  This 
servile  dependence  on  the  stale  of  the  European 
markets  is,  we  respectfully  submit,  unworthy  of  an 
enlightened  age  and  an  independent  nation,  blest 
with  such  transcendent  advantages  as  Heaven  has 
lavished  on  the  United  States.  Such  a  state  of 
things  is  destructive  of  the  vital  interests  of  above 
two-fifths  of  the  white  population  of  the  Union, 
depending  chiefly  on  farming  ;  and,  on  every  prin- 
ciple of  justice,  calls  loudly  on  the  national  repre- 
sentatives for  a  prompt  and  decisive  remedy. 

The  protection  of  that  important  portion  of  in- 
dustry employed  in  manufactures,  at  all  times  a 
sound  and  necessary  policy,  and  supported  by  the 
opinions  of  the  wisest  statesmen,  and  the  example 
of  the  most  prosperous  nations,  has  become,  at  pre- 
sent, an  imperious  duty,  the  foreign  demand  for 
our  staples  having,  as  above  stated,  considerably 
decreased — the  quantity  about  one-third,  and  the 
amount  nearly  two-thirds,  since  1811,  notwith- 
standing the  increase  of  our  population  in  the  in- 
tervening period.  Whereas,  our  demands  for  man- 
ufactured goods  must  increase  with  our  increasing 
population.  We,  in  consequence,  buy  more  from 
than  we  sell  to  foreign  nations;  and  this  with  na- 
tions is  unerringly  the  road  to  ruin,  as  it  is  with 
respect  to  individuals. 

Were  there  any  doubt  on  the  important  subject 
thus  respectfully  presented  to  your  view,  it  would 
be  removed  by  a  comparison  of  any  two  tracts  of 
our  country,  in  one  of  which  manufactures  are 
carried  on  extensively,  and  in  the  other,  agricultu- 
ral pursuits  chiefly,  or  wholly,  particularly  when 
remote  from  the  advantages  of  seaport  towns,  as 
is  the  case  with  one-half  of  our  territories.  In  the 
one,  agriculture  and  horticulture,  certain  of  steady 
and  increasing  markets,  are  carried  on  with  life 
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and  spirit — lands  are  rising  in  price — every  thing 
flourishes — and,  what  is  of  incalculable  importance 
to  the  farmers,  their  females  and  children  find  valu- 
able employment  in  and  from  the  factories,  for 
fragments  of  time  which  would  otherwise  be 
wholly  lost.  Habits  of  industry  are  thus  acquired 
and  rewarded,  and  public  and  private  prosperity- 
promoted.  Whereas,  in  parts  ol  the  country  des- 
titute of  manufacturing  establishments,  circulation 
is  either  arrested,  or  moves  with  a  sluggish  pace — 
money  is  rare,  and  diflScult  to  be  procured  ;  there 
are  no  markets  for  horticultural  articles  ;  lands  are 
of  little  comparative  value;  in  a  word,  every  thing 
languishes.  To  exemplify  this  position,  and  to 
place  it  beyond  the  power  of  contradiction,  it  is 
>ufficient  to  refer  to  the  neighborhood  of  Provi- 
dence and  Wiluiington,  on  the  one  hand ;  and 
numerous  districts  in  the  interior  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  in  the  fertile  districts  of  Kentucky  and  Ten- 
nessee, on  the  other.  The  diflerence  of  soil,  and 
some  oiher  natural  advantages,  is  greatly  in  favor 
of  the  latter.  But  the  contrast  in  prosperity  is 
immensely  in  favor  of  the  former;  and  the  infer- 
ence, in  support  of  the  system  we  advocate,  irre- 
sistible. 

We,  therefore,  respectfully  request  you  will  adopt 
such  a  modification  of  the  existing  tariff,  as  may 
afford  complete  protection  to  the  manufactures  of 
our  common  country. 

[Signed  by  Jonathan  Roberts,  and  numerous 
others. J 

December  15,  1823. 


MEMORIAL 


Of  tlu  Chamhtr  of  Commerce  of  the  City  of  Philadel- 
phia, praying  for  a  general  system  of  bankruptcy. — 
January  5,  1824, 

To  the  Senate  and   House  of  Repreaenta fives  of  the 
United  States  in  Congress  assembled  : 

The  memorial  of  the  Philadelphia  Chamber  of 
Commerce  rebpectfully  showeth: 

That  the  attention  of  your  memorialists  has 
been  once  more  excited,  in  relation  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  system  of  bankrupt  laws,  through- 
out the  United  States,  by  observing  that  the  sub- 
ject has  been  again  brought  forward  for  legislative 
consideration.  From  the  strongest  impressions  of 
the  importance  of  this  subject,  your  memorialists 
are  led  to  reiterate  the  sentiments  which  they  have 
lieretofore  expressed  concerning  it,  and  respect- 
fully to  submit  them  to  the  present  Congress. 

The  experience  of  your  memorialists  has  added 
strength  to  ihe  conviction,  that,  not  only  the  com- 
mercial, but  the  common  and  general  interests  of 
the  country  would  be  promoted  by  the  establish- 
ment of  a  uniform  system  of  bankrupt  law.  In 
the  very  nature  of  things,  much  of  the  business  of 
the  country  is,  and  must  be,  transacted  upon  cred- 
it ;  and  the  consequence  is,  that,  through  adverse 
fortune,  bad  management,  or  some  untoward 
cause,  failures  in  business  are  constantly  occur- 
ring.   As  the  laws  now  stand,  the  complete  and 
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absolute  disposal  of  their  property  rests  with  th 
debtors,  and  they  designate  the  trustees,  distributej 
(he  funds,  and  coerce  their  creditors  to  a  releasej 
in  such  manner  and  upon  such  terms  as  they  thinki 
proper  to  impose.  It  is  easy  to  perceive  that,  where! 
buch  is  the  law,  there  can  be  but  little  hope! 
from  the  voluntary  and  partial  a.ssignments  which! 
are  made,  that  the  creditor  will  obtain  his  justi 
proportion  of  the  insolvent's  effects ;  and,  indeed] 
in  cases  of  commercial  failure,  it  is  now  scarcely 
a  matter  of  expectation  that  any  dividend  will 
be  made  among  the  general  creditors. 

It  is  both  seen  and  felt  that,  so  far  as  regards 
the  interests  of  creditors,  such  a  change  of  the  laW 
as  shall  produce  the  certain  and  equal  distribution 
of  the  debtor's  estate,  among  all  his  creditors,  is 
sincerely  to  be  desired.  1 

On  the  part  of  the  honest  and  unfortunate  debt-*- 
or,  this  change  is  equally  desirable.  Such  debtors 
experience  the  greatest  difficulty  in  obtaining  that 
release  which  a  fair  surrender  of  property  should 
effect ;  and  are  often  compelled  to  resort  to  the 
insolvent  laws  for  a  mere  protection  of  the  person, 
and  are  at  last  placed  in  a  situation  in  which 
there  is  almost  a  prohibition  of  all  future  efforts. 
By  the  prevailing  system,  they  have  less  favor 
and  protection,  or,  at  least,  practically,  they  ex- 

eerience  less,  than  the  fraudulent  bankrupt,  who 
oldly  imposes  his  own  terms,  and  compels  hi? 
creditors  to  submit  to  them.  I 

Your  memorialists  may  be  suffered  to  remark, 
that  the  provision  of  the  Constitution  for  a  law 
on  this  subject,  plainly  manifests  that  it  is  a  mat- 
ter of  national  concern  ;  and  seems  to  call  loudly 
for  the  exercise  of  the  legislative  functions  in  re- 
lation to  it.  It  would  seem  that  the  States  are 
indisposed  to  exercise  the  power  which  remains 
in  them,  individually,  because  the  power  may  be 
exercised  by  Congress.  The  experience  oi  all 
parts  of  the  country  appear  to  proclaim  the  insuf- 
ficiency of  the  systems  of  insolvent  law  which 
prevail  under  difierent  forms  in  the  Union,  many 
of  which  are  only  endured  until  a  better  system 
can  be  brought  into  action  ;  and  the  sentimeni, 
that  a  national  bankrupt  system  is  required  by  the 
interests  of  commerce  and  general  business,  is 
very  extensively  prevalent. 

It  is  not  the  purpose  of  your  memorialists  to 
enter  particularly  into  the  discussion  of  a  subject 
which  has  been  so  frequently  and  fully  investiga- 
ted ;  but  they  have  thought  that  the  interests  which 
they  represent  demand  that  they  should  again 
submit  their  sentiments  to  Congress,  and  unite 
their  voice  to  that  of  those  of  their  fellow-citizens 
who  are  soliciting  the  enactment  of  a  national 
bankrupt  law.  They  therefore  respectfully  re- 
quest that  Congress  will  take  this  subject  into  its 
early  consideration,  and  adopt  such  measures  as 
may  lead  to  the  establishement  of  a  uniform 
system  of  bankruptcy  throughout  the  United 
i>tates. 

By  order : 

ROBERT  RALSTON, 
President  of  the  Philadelphia 

Chamber  of  Commerce. 
Philadelphia,  January  1,  1824. 


MEMORIAL 

Of  Samuel  Slater  and  others,  a  committee  appointed 
by  the  manufacturers  of  cotton,  and  otliert  interested 
in  the  manufacture  of  that  articUy  in  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island,  ^c. — January  6,  1824. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  in  Congresa  aasembied: 

The  memorial  of  the  undersigned  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  they  being  a  committee  ap- 
pointed by  and  acting  tor,  the  manufacturers  of 
cotton,  and  others  interested  in  the  manufacture 
of  that  article,  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island, 
humbly  showeth : 

That,  by  the  fourth  clause  of  the  first  section  of 
the  act  of  April  27,  1816,  entitled  "An  act  to  regu- 
late the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,"  it  was 
provided,  that  a  duty  of  twenty-five  per  centum, 
ad  valorem,  should   be  levied,  collected,  and  paid, 
on  imported  woollen  manufactures  of  all  descrip- 
tions, or  of  which  wool  was  the  material  of  chief 
value,  excepting  blankets,  woollen  rugs,  and  wor- 
sted or  stuff'  goods  ;  on  imported  cotton  manufac- 
tur<?s  of  all  descriptions,  or  of  which  cotton  is  the 
material  of  chief  value;  and  on  imported  cotton 
twist,  yarn,  or  thread,  to  take  effect  on  the  30th  of 
June,  then  next,  and  continue  till  the  30th  of  June, 
1819;  and  after  the  said  30th  of  June,  1819,  an  ad 
valorem  duty  of  twenty  percent,  on  such  woollen 
and  cotton  goods,  excepting  as  before  excepted. 
It  was  further  provided,  that  all  cloths  of  such 
cotton  manufacture  which,  with  the  addition  of 
ten  or  twenty   per  cent.,  should  cost  less  than 
twenty-five  cents  the  square  yard,  should,  never- 
theless be  deemed  and  taken  to  have  cost  twenty- 
five  cents  the  yard,  and  should  pay  duty  accord- 
ingly ;  that  unbleached  or  uncolored  yarn,  twist, 
or  thread  of  cotton,  costing  less  than  sixtjp  cents 
the  pound  ;  and  bleached  or  colored  cotton  yarn, 
twist  or  thread,  costing  less  than  seventy-five  cents 
the  pound,  should  be  valued,  respectively,  at  sixty 
and  seventy-five  cents  a  pound,  and  should  pay 
duty  accordingly.    That,  by  the  act  of  April  20th, 
1818,  the  provisions  of  the  above  clau.se  were  ex- 
tended to  June  30th,  1826.     That,  by  the  general 
provisions  of  the  second  clause  of  said  first  section 
of  the  act  first  mentioned,  blankets  and  rugs  of 
wool,  and  worsted  or  stuff  goods,  and  all  fabrics 
of  linen  imported,  were  subjected  to  a  duty  of 
fifteen  per  cent.,  ad  valorem,  without  any  mini- 
mum valuation.    The  provisions  of  the  4lh  clause, 
section  1st  of  the  act  of  1816,^  far  as  they  relate 
to  imported  manufactures  of  cotton,  were  intended, 
as  will  probably  be  recollected  by  many  of  your 
honorable  body,  to  extend  a  reasonable  protection 
to    the   domestic    manufacture  of   coarse   cotton 
goods — a   manufacture   which   had   been   exten- 
sively commenced  in  this  vicinity  during  the  em- 
bargo, non-intercourse,  and  war,  and  which  the 
return  of  peace,  the  restoration  of  our  commer- 
cial intercourse  with  Europe,  and  the  competition 
of  European  capital  and  manufactures  with  those 
of  our  own  country,  had  greatly  embarrassed.   The 
wisdom  of  such  a  measure  was  seen  and  acknowl- 
edged by  many  of  our  wisest  and  most  patriotic 
citizens.      To   save  from   destruction   the  great 
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amoQDt  of  capital  already  fixed  ia  the  establish- 
ments necessary  to  the  prosecution  of  the  manu- 
facture— in  the  full  persuasion,  when  so  fixed,  that 
it  would  be  protected  by  Government ;  to  promote 
the  home  manufacture  of  an  article  of  indispen- 
sable use  among  the  great  majority  of  our  popula- 
tion— to  secure  a  home  market,  and  one  which 
might,  thereafter,  be  increased  to  an  indefinite  ex- 
tent, for  the  valuable  staple  of  Southern  agriculture 
which  formed  the  raw  material  of  that  manufac- 
ture, and  a  home  market,  also,  for  our  grains  and 
provisions,  in  maintaining  the  laborers  employed 
in  working  it  up — to  encourage  the  mechanic  arts, 
which  had  become  auxiliary  to  the  manufacture, 
the  commercial,  and  shipping  interests,  on  which 
it  was  mainly  dependent  for  supply  and  distribu- 
tion— to  meet,  eventually,  the  demand  of  the  do- 
mestic market,  possibly  to  furnish,  for  exportation, 
a  fabric  of  great  exchangeable  value — thus  far  to 
relieve  our  country  from  those  exhausting  drains 
of  specie  which  had  checked  her  industry,  and 
reduced  many  of  her  merchants  and  moneyed  in- 
stitutions to  great  difficulties.  These  were  the 
praiseworthy  objects  of  those,  who,  in  the  session 
of  181S-16,  advocated  the  clause  in  question.  It 
has  become  the  duty  of  your  memorialists,  most 
respectfully,  to  submit  to  the  Legislature  the  re- 
sults of  their  experience,  during  seven  years,  of 
the  operation  of  legislative  provisions  which  have 
been  enumerated  ;  and  to  suggest  such  modifica- 
tions of,  or  additions  to,  the  existing  laws,  as  may, 
under  present  views  and  prospects,  be  deemed  ne- 
cessary to  the  further  and  effectual  promotion  of 
the  objects  aforesaid. 

That  the  above  mentioned  modification  of  the 
tariff  of  duties  has  been  productive  of  much  ben- 
efit to  the  domestic  manufacturer,  and  of  incal- 
culable advantage  to  the  community,  is  readily 
admitted  by  those  who  have  observed  the  course 
of  events.  The  benefit  enjoyed  by  the  manufac- 
turer, consisted,  principally,  in  the  comparative 
steadiness  which  it  gave  to  the  market  price  of 
the  manufactured  article.  High  profits  were  out 
of  the  question  in  a  case  where  the  number,  the 
activity,  and  enterprise  of  competitors  rendered 
all  plans  of  monopoly  impracticable.  Enabled  to 
calculate,  with  reasonable  certainty,  on  steady  and 
moderate  profits,  capitalists  were  induced  to  em- 
bark their  money,  and  artisans  their  skill  and  ex- 
perience. The  mills  which  had  been  stopped  by 
the  difficulties  of  1815  and  1816,  were  gradually 
put  into  motion,  in  some  cases  by  the  original 
founders,  in  others,*by  purchasers  at  sheriff's  sales, 
or  under  assignments  for  the  benefit  of  creditors. 
As  the  large  stock  of  India  and  other  imported 
coarse  cloths  on  hand  at  the  passage  of  the  act 
or  imported  before  the  expiration  of  the  time  lim- 
ited by  it,  was  taken  from  the  market  by  the  con- 
sumer, the  demand  for  coarse  American  cloths 
increased  ;  but  the  prices  of  those  cloths  were  first 
prevented  from  advancing  by  the  remaining  for- 
eign stock,  and,  eventually,  suffered  a  reduction, 
by  the  rapid  increase  of  ..e  domestic  manufacture 
and  the  competition  among  sellers. 

In  the  years  1820  and  1821,  the  domestic  arti- 
cle had  occupied  the  market,  to  the  almost  entire 


exclusion  of  similar  fabrics  of  foreign  manufac- 
ture. In  the  years  1822  and  1823,  ^^>  great  wa» 
the  competition  among  manufacturers,  and  so 
large  the  importation  of  cheap  stuff  goods,  admit* 
ted  to  entry  at  a  duty  of  only  fifteen  per  centum 
ad  valorem,  and  of  cheap  linens  admitted  at  the 
same  rate,  both  free  from  any  minimum  valua- 
tion, that  the  coarse-cloth  manufacture  became 
once  more  embarrassed,  and  still  labors  under 
great  difficulties.  A  brief  view  of  the  policy  of 
the  British  Grovernment,  with  regard  to  manufac- 
tures, of  the  manner  in  which  it  renders  them 
subservient  to  the  prosnerily  of  its  agriculture  and 
the  aggrandizement  oi  its  ()olitical  power,  and  of 
the  encouragement  which  it  extends  to  the  expor- 
tation of  the  above-mentioned  goods,  by  its  draw- 
back and  bounty  laws,  will  account  for  their 
importation  in  such  large  quantities  in  this  coun- 
try, and  indicate  the  proper  measures  to  be  takea 
by  this  country  for  the  security  of  its  own  agn- 
culture  and  manufactures. 

By  prohibiting,  under  penalties  which  in  some 
instances  touch  the  life  of  the  offender,  the  expor- 
tation of  the  raw  materials  of  these  manufactures^ 
thus  giving  to  manufactures  at  home  the  monop- 
oly at  their  own  prices  of  those  materials,  the 
British  Parliament  has  effectually  secured  to  it» 
own  subjects  the  whole  labor  of  preparing  them 
for  the  market.     The  agriculturists  are  supposed^ 
and  with  good  reason,  to  be  amply  remunerated 
for  this   restriction  on  the  exportation  of  those 
products  of  iheir  industry,  by  the  enhanced  prices 
of  all  agricultural  products  which  go  to  the  imme- 
diate subsistence  of  labor.     The  truth  of  this  re- 
mark is   fully  established    by  the  high  rents  of 
lands.     The  general  policy  of  the  system,  looking 
to  the  most  profitable  appropriation  of  the  land 
and  labor  of  the  community,  seems  intended  to- 
restrict  the  production  of  raw  material,  for  man- 
ufacture, to  the  actual  demand — in  some  instan- 
ces to  less  than  the  actual  demand — of  the  man- 
ufacturer ;  and,  by  an  abundant  provision  of  food, 
to  encourage  population.     The  general  effect  of 
the  system  has  been  to  confine  grazing — a  branch 
of  agricultural  labor,  which  is,  when  followed  in- 
dependently, the  least  profitable  of  all  branches — 
either  to  land  unfit  by  its  natural  surface  for  any 
other  mode  of  improvement,  or  to  lands  which 
may  be  profitably  appropriated  to  grazing,  during 
some  period  of  a  regular  routine  of  cultivation''; 
and  to  prevent  the  cultivation  of  flax  or  other 
substances  forming  the  raw  materials  of  manu- 
factures, except  as  intermediate  crops.     A  numer- 
ous population  may  exist  with  comfort  for  a  long 
time,  although  deprived  of  a  full  supply  of  the 
raw  materials  of  its  usual  labors,  but  cannot  exist 
in  comfort  a  single  day  when  deprived  of  a  full 
supply  of  the  food   necessary   to   its  subsistence. 
The  first-mentioned  deficiency  may  be  supplied  by 
importations  from  abroad,  but  to  supply  the  last 
by   such    importations    might    be   impracticable^ 
Hence  the  wisdom  of  the  above  system. 

The  first  grand  principle  of  British  policy,  there- 
fore, is  to  increase  the  individual  number  and  pos- 
itive physical  power  of  the  community.  Its  sec- 
ond grand  principle  is,  so  to  regulate  the  exchanges 
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between  that  community  and  foreign  commuaitieil 
as  to  enhance  the  relative  power  of  the  formeii 
by  obtaining  from  the  latter  such  articles  of  ex* 
change  as  have  been  produced  at  a  greater  expense 
of  human  labor,  in  payment  for  articles  of  its  own 
production,  obtained  at  a  smaller  expense.  This 
object  is  accomplished  by  supporting  its  own  side 
of  the  exchange  with  the  labor  of  human  hands, 
assisted  by  labor-saving  machinery  ;  by  obtaining 
raw  material  for  manufactured  goods.  The  use 
of  labor-savinff  machines,  which  cost  nothing  but 
the  expense  oi  their  construction  and  repair,  ena- 
bles one  man  to  perform  the  work  of  fifty  men, 
not  using  such  machines.  But  the  production  of 
raw  materials  cannot  be  thus  facilitated.  It  re- 
quires the  actual  expenditure  of  human  strength 
to  the  amount  of  the  production ;  and  that  strength 
must  be  maintained  by  a  continual  expense  of 
food,  of  raiment,  and  lodging.  The  community, 
therefore,  which  exchanges  such  manufactured 
articles  for  raw  materials,  buys  the  labor  of  fifty 


men  fur  the  labor  of  one  man,  and  enhances  its 
own  relative  force,  while  it  diminishes  the  rela- 
tive force  of  all  communities  with  which  it  ex- 
changes on  such  terms. 

In  this  view  of  the  subject,  the  British  Parlia- 
ment has  continued,  from  the  time  of  Edward  the 
Third,  to  restrict  the  domestic  productions  of  the 
raw  material  of  manufactures,  for  exportation, 
in  the  raw  state;  to  encourage  the  home  manu- 
factures of  the  raw  materials  produced  ;  and  the 
exportation  to  foreign  countries  of  the  manufac- 
tured goods.     In  like  manner,  the  importation  of 
all  manufactured  articles,  the  raw  materials  of 
which  could   be  produced  at  home  or  obtained 
abroad,  or  for  which  a  substitute  could  be  found 
among  domestic   manufactures,  has  been  either 
prohibited  or  restricted  by  high  duties.     A  mod- 
ern instance  of  the  adherence  of  the  British  Par- 
liament to  the  policy  of  Edward  may  be  found  in 
the  history  of  the   British    cotton    manufacture, 
and  is  worthy  of  imitation  in  this  country.     One 
great  branch  of  the  trade  of  the  British  East  In- 
dia Company,  from  its  first  incorporation,  to  the 
rise  of  the  cotton  manufacture  in  England,  con- 
sisted in  the  importation  from  India,  and  sale  in 
England,  and  other  parts  of  Europe,  of  India 
cotton  cloths,  of  all  descriptions.     The  condensed 
population,  abundance  and  cheapness  of  provis- 
ions, and  low  rate  of  labor,  in  the  Indian  penin- 
sula, enabled  the  company  to  purchase  cloths  in 
that  country  at  prices  which  bid  defiance  to  ail 
competition,    by    manual   labor   alone,   in   every 
other   country.     Their  profits,  therefore,  on  the 
importation  and  exclusive  sale  of  these  goods  in 
Great  Britain  were  enormous.     But  the  invention 
of  labor-saving  machinery  for   spinning  cotton, 
first  made  by  Arkwright,  and  afterwards  improv- 
ed by  himself,  and  others,  threatened  to  deprive 
the  company  of  this   source  of  profit.      In   the 
year  1787,  one  hundred  and   forty-three   cotton 
mills  bad   been  constructed,  or  were  in  progress, 
at  an  expense  of  one  million   sterling.     Those  in 
operation  employed  a  great   number   of  people, 
ihe  muslins,  calicoes,  and  other  cloths,  produced, 
were  more  substantial  than  the  India  goods.     The 


Company  became  alarmed,  and,  in  order  to  check 
this  rising  domestic  manufaetare,  imported  a  werj 
large  amount  of  the  Indian  fabrics,  which  they 
sold  at  prices  20  per  cent,  less  than  those  of  the 
domestic  manufacture.  Though  this  was  a  con- 
test entirely  confined  to  British  subjects,  the  Brit- 
ish Parliament  very  promptly  interfered  in  favor 
of  the  home  manufacturer,  and,  that  same  year, 
imposed  a  duty  of  50  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  on  the 
wholesale  prices  of  the  imported  goods  in  Eng- 
land. In  1798,  this  duty  ^us  raised  to  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-two  per  cent,  ad  valorem.  Bf 
such  effectual  protection  has  the  manufacture  of 
cotton  in  England  been  fostered,  that  cottoa 
cloths,  to  a  large  amount,  are  now  actually  seat 
to  India  ;*  and  no  country,  which  does  not  protect 
Its  own  manufactures  by  legislative  enactments, 
can  reasonably  hope  to  compete  with  British  fab- 
rics in  its  domestic  markets. 

But,  the  monopoly  at  their  own  prices,  of  the 
raw  materials  of  manufactures  produced  at  home, 
and  the  exclusion,  from  the  home  and  colonial 
markets,  of  all  goods  of  foreign  manufacture,  are 
not  the  only  encouragements  extended  by  the 
British  Grovernment  to  the  domestic  manufacturer. 
The  system  receives  a  new  impulse  from  the  acts 
of  Parliament,  which  allow  drawbacks  and  boun- 
ties, on  the  exportation  of  certain  manufactured 
goods.  These  inducements  to  exportation  have 
a  great  effect  on  prices,  when  the  domestic  mar- 
ket is  threatened  with  a  glut,  by  redundant  man- 
ufacture. By  relinquishing,  in  nearly  every  in- 
stance, the  excise  on  the  manufacture  when  ex- 
ported, or  the  import  duty  on  the  raw  materiab, 
of  which  the  manufacture  is  composed,  by  pay- 


ing, in  many  instances,  a  direct  bounty  on  the  ex- 
portation of  goods,  the  raw  materials  of  which 
are  wholly,  or  in  part,  of  domestic  origin,  they 
encourage  the  manufacturer  to  persevere  in  his 
business.     With  a  reasonable  certainty  that  the 


*  Extract  of  a  letter  from  a  merchant  in  Manches- 
ter, England,  to  a  merchant  in  Providence,  Rhode  It- 
land,  dated  August  23,  1823. 

**  In  cottons,  the  supply  of  India,  in  1815,  under  the 
ancient  system  of  monopoly,  by  the  Company,  was, 
in  value,  £109,480.     In  1821,  the  supply  of  the  same 
article,  under    the  existing  system   of  free  trade,  was 
£880,881.    In  1822,  the  value  of  the  supply  was,  £l,- 
020,325,  that   is,  exceeding  ten  times  the  amount  of 
the  former  average  supply.     In   1815,  the  quantity  of 
printed  cottons,  exported  from  Great  Britain  into  In- 
dia, was  604,800  yards.     In  1821,  the  quantity  of  the 
same  export,  was  7,602,245  yards.     In  plain  cottons, 
the  increase  is  equally  astonishing,  although  it  maybe 
considered  that  they  produce  plain  cottons  themselves 
cheaper  than  any  other  fabric.     In  1815,  the  quantity 
of  plain  cottons,  exported  from  Great  Britain  into  In- 
dia, was  213,408  yards.     In   1821,  the  quantity  of  the 
same  manufacture,    was  6,724,031  yards.     In    1823, 
the   quantity   was  9,940,736  yards.     If  the    English 
manufacturers  can  stop  the  spindle  and  the  shuttle  of 
the  Hindoo,  who  is  supported  upon  a  handful  of  rice  a 
day,  in  a  climate  where  little  ia  required  for  clothing 
or  shelter,  they  may  feel  secure  of  those,  and  all  other 
markets,  where  their  goods  are  allowed  admission  for 
consumption." 
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drawbacks  or  bounties  will  enable  bim  to  export, 
or  sell  for  exportation,  without  positive  losii,  be 
continues  to  add  to  the  stock  of  exchangeable 
commoditie5.  His  laborers,  with  constant  em- 
ployment, consume  and  pay  for  the  products  of 
agricultural  industry;  his  goods  are  distributed, 
and  his  supplies  obtained,  by  the  mercantile  and 
shipping  interest,  and  the  country  prospers  by  the 
united  labors  of  all  branches  of  its  citizens. 

The  permanent  effects  of  these  drawbacks  and 
bounties  on  the  manufacture  of  other  communi- 
ties, form  another  object  of  the  policy  of  Parlia- 
ment. Whenever  an  article,  entitled  to  drawback 
or  bounty  on  ex()ortation,  has  become  accumulated 
in  the  hands  ot  the  manufacturer,  he  obtains  a 
present  relief,  in  the  sum  which  be  receives  on 
the  exportation  of  a  part  of  his  stock.  The  sub- 
traction, from  the  domestic  market,  of  only  one- 
twentieth,  or  one-tenth  of  the  whole,  gives  to 
the  remainder  a  greater  value  in  that  market, 
than  the  whole  would  have  commanded  before. 
If  the  goods  thus  subtracted  be  suddenly  thrown 
into  the  market  of  a  foreign  nation,  whose  do- 
mestic manufacture  of  similar  goods  is  equal  to 
its  domestic  consumption,  or  nearly  equal,  the 
market  value  of  the  whole  domestic  stock  is  sud- 
denly reduced,  perhaps  twenty  or  twenty-five  per 
cent.  The  domestic  manufacturers  of  the  nation 
in  question  are  obliged  to  suspend  their  industry, 
perhaps  to  abandon  their  works  altogether,  while 
the  British  manufacturer  sustains  no  loss,  or  a 
very  trifling  one,  on  his  shipment,  raises  the  price 
of  his  wares  in  the  British  market,  and  is  enabled 
to  keep  his  works  in  constant  operation.  He  can 
repeat  his  shipments,  with  the  certainty  of  a  profit, 
until  the  partial  revival  of  the  foreign  manufac- 
turer compels  him  once  more  to  make  a  temporary 
sacrifice.  But  the  gains  of  the  British,  and  the 
losses  of  the  foreign  manufacturer,  by  these  trans- 
actions, are  trifling,  when  compared  with  the 
gains  and  losses  of  the  communities  to  which 
they  respectively  belong.  In  the  former,  the  labor- 
ing classes  are  kept  in  constant  employment,  and 
supported  oa  the  products  of  .agricultural  indus- 
try. ^  In  the  latter,  they  must  be  discharged  from 
the  factories,  and  cym-ibute,  by  their  labor  on  the 
land,  (o  increase  the  quantity  and  diminish  the 
market  value  of  agricultural  productions. 

When  we  look  at  the  amount  of  these  draw- 
backs and  bounties  on  the  exportation  of  some  of 
the  manufactured  articles  in  question,  we  are  not 
surprised  at  their  efiect  on  the  manufacture  of 
coarse  cotton  cloths  in  this  country ;  on  brown  and 
white  linens,  the  cost  of  which,  to  the  British 
manufacturer,  does  not  exceed  eighteen  pence  ster- 
ling the  yard,  a  drawback  of  1^  pence  is  allowed. 
Some  of  these  linens  brought  to  this  country  cost 
no  more  than  4^d.,  and  the  great  bulk  of  them  do 
not  exceed  l^d.  The  drawback  on  the  former  is 
33^  per  cent.,  and  the  average  about  20  per  cent., 
thus  paying  the  freight  and  duty  to  this  country. 
Immense  quantities  of  these  goods  are  imported 
to  discourage  the  manufacture  in  this  country  of 
coarse  cotton  cloths.  They  are  highly  finished, 
but  of  little  real  value,  compared  with  the  domes- 
tic goods.    A  new  mode  of  evading  the  minimum 


I  valuation  on  cotton  goods  has  lately  been  found  in 
{  the  importation  of  mixed  fabrics,  checks,  plaids, 
sheetings,  dec,  the  webs  of  which  are  composed 
partly  of  linen  and  partly  of  cotton,  cleared  out 
from  Great  Britain,  and  entered  in  this  country  as 
cloths,  of  which  linen  is  the  material  of  chief 
value,  they  are  entitled  at  the  custom  houses  of 
Great  Britian,  to  the  bounty  of  l^d.  or  3^d.  ster- 
ling the  square  yard,  and  pay  in  those  of  this 
country  an  ad  valorem  duty  of  fifteen  per  cent. 
This  evasion  enables  those  who  practice  it  to  in- 
troduce goods  which  interfere  with  our  coarse 
cloths,  at  a  cost  here  considerably  less  than  their 
market  price  in  Great  Britain  ;  and  to  defraud  our 
revenue  at  the  rate  of  ten  per  cent,  on  the  whole 
amount  of  fine  goods  of  this  description  imported. 
On  coarse  stuff  goods,  exported  and  admitted  here 
on  payment  of  fifteen  per  cent  ad  valorem,  no 
drawback  or  bounty  is,  we  believe,  allowed  ;  but 
such  allowance  is  rendered  unnecessary  by  the 
low  price  of  the  raw  material,  the  natural  efiect 
of  the  acts  of  Parliament,  restricting  its  exporla- 
tation  in  the  raw  state.  The  qualities  of  wool, 
composing  the  raw  material,  are  bought  by  the 
manufacturer  at  from  6d.  to  9d.  sterling  the  pound, 
and  would,  if  they  could  be  exported  free  of  duty 
to  this  country,  command  from  twenty-two  to 
thirty-five  cents  the  pound — thus  giving,  really  and 
substantially,  an  advantage  to  the  British  over 
the  American  manufacturer,  of  one  hundred  per 
cent,  in  the  cost  of  the  raw  material. 

Printed  cotton  calicoes,  vestings,  and  other 
wares  of  a  like  description,  on  which,  when  ex- 
ported, the  British  Government  pays  a  bounty  or 
drawback  of  3^d.  the  square  yard,  something 
more  than  the  duty  here,  greatly  embarrass  also 
the  sales  of  American  plain  and  colored  goods. 
If  the  coarser  fabrics  of  this  description  were  ex- 
cluded by  an  adequate  valuation  and  duty,  the 
manufacture  of  plaids,  check**,  &c.,  now  nearly 
ruined,  as  well  as  the  printing  of  cottons,  already 
began  in  several  parts  of  this  country,  would  be 
greatly  encouraged.  The  works  of  our  manufac- 
turers peculiar  to  the  manufacture  of  plaids  and 
checks,  would  again  become  valuable,  and  the 
printing  of  cottons  would  create  a  new  demand 
for  their  plain  goods.  It  would  be  important  to  the 
manufacturer,  in  the  steadiness  of  price  which  it 
would  produce,  to  the  revenue  of  the  country  in 
the  dunes  on  the  additional  quantities  of  dying 
drugs  required,  to  the  farming  interest  in  the  new 
demand  which  it  would  create  for  the  necessaries 
of  life  to  a  new  class  of  manufacturers. 

On  the  foregoing  view  of  the  cotton  manufac-" 
ture  of  this  country;  of  the  rivalships  to  which  it 
is  exposed  ;  and  the  embarrassments  to  which  it  is 
subjected  ;  your  memorialists  would  respectfully 
suggest,  to  the  wisdom  of  your  honorable  body, 
the  following  modifications  of  existing  laws: 

That  the  minimum  valuation  of  twenty-five 
cents  the  square  yard,  and  ad  valorem  duty  of 
twenty-five  per  cent,  be  extended  to  all  uncolored 
cloths  imported,  whether  of  worsted,  cotton,  or 
linen.  That  a  minimum  valuation  of  thirty-five 
cents  the  square  yard,  and  an  ad  valorem  duty  of 
twenty-five  per  cent,  be  imposed  on  all  colored 
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printed,  or  bleached  goods  imported,  whether  the 
same  shall  be  of  worsted,  cotton,  or  linen. 

That  a  minimum  valuation  of  one  dollar  and 
thirty  cents  a  pound,  and  an  ad  valorem  duty  of 
twenty-five  per  cent,  be  imposed  on  all  imported 
cotton  or  linen  thread,  twist,  yarn,  or  flow.  That 
the  aforesaid  valuations  and  duties  be  made  per- 
manent; and  that,  in  every  instance  of  the  im- 
portation of  such  goods,  there  be  added  to  the 
said  duty  of  twenty-fire  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  a 
sum  equal  to  the  amount  of  all  drawbacks,  boun- 
ties, or  other  payments,  received  from,  or  secured 
by,  the  custom-houses  of  the  country  whence  said 
goods  were  imported,  or  otherwise  secured  or  paid 
by  the  Government  of  said  country. 

A  general  revision  of  the  tarifi*  of  duties,  and  a 
moderate  enhancement  of  the  duties  on  imported 
manufactures,  the  raw  materials  of  which  may  be 
found  at  home,  or  are  within  the  reach  of  our 
commerce,  would,  also,  we  are  persuaded,  greatly 
assist  your  memorialists,  by  the  relief  which  it 
would  soon  afford  the  currency  of  the  country, 
and  the  new  incentives  which  it  would  offer  to 
enterprise,  to  industry,  and  skill.  In  proportion 
as  the  rewards  of  labor  are  increased,  will  its 
ability  and  dispoMtion  to  use  the  necessaries,  the 
comforts,  and  luxuries  of  life,  be  aided  and  stimu- 
lated. 

Your  memorialists  are  aware  that  many  objec- 
tions have  been  made  to  any  modification  of  the 
tariflr,  whether  general  or  partial,  for  the  encour- 
agement and  protection  of  manufactures;  and 
they  are  induced,  by  their  respect  for  the  public 
opinion,  as  well  as  for  the  talents  and  patriotism 
of  many  individuals,  in  and  out  of  Congress, 
urging  those  objections,  to  offer  their  own  views 
of  these  topics,  which  have  been  most  frequently 
dwelt  upon. 

We  are  told  that  the  regulation  of  the  business 
of  individuals  is  no  part  of  the  duty  of  Congress. 
To  this,  we  reply,  shortly,  the  express  power  of 
regulation  given  by  the  Constitution,  and  exer- 
cised by  Congress  for  more  than  thirty  years,  in 
regulations,  almost  without  number,  and  touching 
the  trade  and  industry  of  the  nation  in  almost 
every  conceivable  point. 

Another  objection,  of  more  serious  import,  is 
found  in  the  alleged  reduction  of  the  revenue, 
consequent  upon  any  considerable  check  on  the 
sale  ot  foreign  manufactures  in  our  own  markets. 
To  this,  we  reply,  that  an  exclusion  of  articles 
DOW  taxed,  will  not  diminish,  but  rather  increase, 
the  common  fund  from  which  taxes  are  paid — 
will  increase  the  ability  to  buy  and  pay  for  other 
articles,  still  subjected  to  taxation,  and  that  the 
consumption  of  a  community  is  bounded  only  by 
its  ability  to  purchase  the  articles  consumed.  In 
proportion  as  the  country  is  relieved  from  the 
payment  of  the  sums  now  sent  abroad  for  manu- 
factured articles,  for  which  substitutes  are  provi- 
ded at  home,  those  sums  will  be  appropriated  to 
the  purchase  of  raw  materials  or  manufactured 
articles  which  cannot  be  produced  here.  The 
personal  observation  of  your  memorialists  con- 
firms this  position.  Since  the  rise  of  the  domestic 
cotton   manufacture,  thousands  of  families,  who, 


before  its  rise,  were  unable  to  purchase  imported 
luxuries  of  food  and  dress,  have  become  able  to 
do  so;  and  the  sales  of  sugars,  teas,  and  coffee,  of 
silks,  crapes,  and  fine  muslin,  have  been  greatly 
increased,  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  cotton  mills. 
If  any  reasonable  apprehension  is  entertained  on 
this  point,  a  deficit  of  the  revenue  may  be  pre- 
vented by  enhancing  the  duties  on  the  above  arti- 
cles. Silks,  in  particular,  which  now  pay  onljr 
fifteen  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  would  bear  a  duty  of 
twenty-five  per  cent,  without  any  considerable 
diminution  of  their  use. 

Another  objection,  zealously  urged  against  the 
legislative  protection  of  manufactures,  is,  that  the 
price  of  the  articles  on  which  increased  duties  are 
laid,  will  be  materially  enhanced  to  the  consumer, 
who,  it  is  said,  will  be  obliged  to  pay  the  Ameri- 
can manufacturer  whatever  price  he  may  choose 
to  set  upon  his  fabrics,  since  there  will  be  no  foreign 
competition  in  the  way.  The  same  objection  was 
urged  against  the  act  of  1815;  but  the  event  has 
fully  proved  its  fallacy.  In  a  very  short  time  after 
the  law  was  passed,  the  rapid  increase  and  exten- 
sion of  the  cotton  manufacture  caused  such  a  com- 
petition among  our  own  manufacturers,  in  the  ar- 
ticle of  coarse,  brown,  and  white  cottons,  the  only 
fabrics  protected  by  that  act,  that  the  country  be- 
came, and  still  continues  to  be,  fully  supplied  with 
the  article,  at  a  much  less  price  than  similar  articles 
were  formerly  imported  at,  without  taking  into 
consideration  the  superior  quality  of  the  domestic 
cloth.  This  experience  of  the  efficacy  of  a  system 
of  legislative  protection  to  manufactures,  affords, 
we  believe,  ample  reasons  for  supposing,  that  were 
an  effectual  protection  extended  to  all  our  manu- 
factures, the  rivalship  of  the  American  manufac- 
turers, themselves,  would  prevent  the  advance  of 
prices,  and  supply  the  country  on  as  cheap  as,  per- 
haps on  cheaper  terms  than  similar  articles  from 
abroad  now  cost  us. 

The  exclusion  of  an  unsubstantial  foreign  fab- 
ric has  been  pronounced  a  tax  on  the  poor,  for 
the  benefit  of  the  rich.  How  can  that  be  a  tax 
which  has  substituted  a  more  durable  fabric,  at 
half  the  price  of  that  excluded — which  has  multi- 
plied the  demands  for  labor,  and  increased  the  re- 
ward which  it  receives,  and,  consequently,  its 
ability  to  pay  for  the  cheaper  fabric?  The  ac- 
cusation IS  untenable. 

It  has  been  stigmatized  as  an  odious  monopoly. 
As  between  the  American  community  and  all 
others,  it  is,  indeed,  a  monopoly  inculcated  by  a  re- 
gard for  our  own  interests,  odious  only  to  foreign- 
ers, who  owe  us  no  allegiance;  whose  interests 
we  are  not  bound  to  consult,  at  the  expense  of  our 
own  citizens.  As  between  citizens  of  the  Ameri- 
can community,  it  is  no  monopoly;  for  every  citi- 
zen may  participate  in  the  benefits  of  the  domestic 
manufacture,  and  all  are  mediately  or  immediately 
interested  in  its  success. 

It  has  been  strenuously  argued,  that  the  legisla- 
tive protection  of  manufactures,  will  annihilate 
commerce.  If  your  memorialists  believed  this, 
they  would  hesitate,  at  least,  before  making  the 
present  appeal.  Some  o(  them,  and  very  many  of 
the  persons  whom  they  represent,  are  ship-owners 
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and  mercbaots,  deeply  interested  in  every  branch 
of  foreign  and  domestic  commerce.  But  their  per- 
sonal observation  and  experience  convince  them 
that  this  argument  is  one  against  fact,  that  since 
the  rise  of  the  cotton  manufacture  in  Rhode  Island, 
both  the  coasting  trade  and  foreign  commerce  of  the 
town  of  Providence,  the  principal  focus  of  supply 
and  distribution  for  it,  have  greatly  increased. 
The  former,  in  particular,  has  more  than  doubled. 
The  aggregate  of  commercial  transactions  in  Pro- 
vidence, has  increased  in  the  same  ratio.  The 
ports  of  Mexico  and  South  America,  no  longer,  as 
formerly,  closed  against  foreigners,  have  already 
afforded  markets  for  partial  shipments  of  coarse 
cotton  cloths,  and  will,  it  is  hoped,  hereafter  re- 
ceive more  considerable  quantities  of  these  and  of 
other  products  of  our  agriculture  and  manufac- 
tures. To  send  our  cottons  an(i^Mbec  raw  mate- 
rials of  manufactures  to  foreign  countries,  not  in 
the  crude  state,  as  at  present,  but  quadrupled  in 
exchangeable  value,  by  the  labor  of  our  own  citi- 
zens, supported  in  that  labor  by  the  products  of 
our  own  agriculture,  would  place  our  commerce 
on  the  most  permanent  footing,  and  render  the 
fields  of  this  country  more  productive,  in, every 
thing  which  constitute  substantial  wealth,  than  all 
the  mines  of  Mexico  and  Peru.  Such  a  result  is 
certainly  attainable,  if  we  may  be  allowed  to  con- 
clude from  the  experience  of  another  nation. 

We  are  persuaded,  therefore,  that  there  is  no 
reason  to  apprehend  any  injury  to  our  commercial 
interests,  by  the  encouragement  of  domestic  man- 
ufactures; and  we  believe  that  those  interests  w^ill 
receive  additional  support  from  every  measure 
calculated  to  assist  them. 

With  still  less  reason  can  it  be  asserted,  that  the 
encouragement  of  manufactures,  by  restrictions  on 
importation,  is  a  tax  on  agriculture.  The  new  value 
given  to  the  crude  products  of  the  earth,  in  render- 
ing them  fit  for  use,  consists  entirely  in  the  labor 
of  man.  If  manufactures  are  to  be  created  or  ex- 
tended in  a  country  where  they  do  not  exist,  or 
exist  in  very  small  numbers,  the  labor  which  is  re- 
quired for  their  prosecution  must  be  maintained 
for  all  the  essentials  of  life,  on  the  products  of  do- 
mestic agriculture.  If  that  labor  be  drawn  from 
among  the  natives  of  the  soil,  then  the  number  of 
persons  employed  in  producing  food  must  be  di- 
minished, as  well  as  the  amount  of  food  produced. 
The  prices  of  agricultural  labor,  and  of  its  products, 
advance  in  proportion  to  the  increased  scarcity  of 
both  ;  and  farming  becomes  a  more  profitable  busi- 
ness than  it  was  tnjfore;  for  a  number  of  persons 
have  ceased  to  be  rivals  of  those  who  follow  it, 
and  have  become  their  customers.  If  the  addi- 
tional labor  required  be  imported  from  abroad,  then 
the  community  gains  an  immediate  addition  to  its 
strength,  and  the  farmer  an  addition  to  the  number 
of  his  customers,  the  prices  of  his  corn  and  pro- 
visions, and  the  profits  of  his  business. 

But,  the  additional  profits  which  the  farmer 
reaps  by  the  encouragement  of  manufactures  in 
his  neighborhood,  are  not  the  only  advantage 
of  the  measure:  while  he  sells  dearer,  he  buys 
cheaper.  Encouraged  by  the  exclusion  of  foreign, 
or  preference  given  to  domestic  manufactures,  the 


number  of  hands  engaged  in  the  latter  i»  rapidlf 
increased,  and  the  profits  of  their  buhiness  are 
gradually  diminished,  till,  at  length,  that  business 
becomes  no  better  than  other  trades ;  and  the  lar- 
mer  is  enabled  to  buy  his  raiment  without  paying 
the  expense  of  its  transportation  from  a  distant 
country. 

Thus,  mutually  assisting  and  assisted.  agricuU 
ture  and  manufactures  enrich  each  other  and  the 
community  at  large.  The  surplus  product  of  the 
land  and  labor  of  the  country,  beyond  the  demands 
of  its  population,  goes  to  foreign  communities,  in 
the  form  of  manufactared  articles,  in  exchange  for 
raw  products  or  manufactures  peculiar  to  the  soil, 
the  climate,  or  industry,  of  those  communities. 
Commerce,  the  great  chain  of  connexion  between 
communities,  is  established  on  the  firmebt  basis; 
and,  ministering  from  the  abundance  of  one  to  the 
wants  of  another,  extends  the  boundsi  of  civiliza- 
tion, of  science,  and  of  freedom,  to  the  remotest 
habitations  of  the  human  family. 

Samuel  Slater,         Philip  Allen, 
James  Rhodes,  Benj.  Aborn, 

William  Harris,  Wm.  Rhodes, 
Samuel  Greene,  Cyrus  Butler, 
Timothy  Greene,  Geo.  Jackson, 
Walter  Paine,  Edw.  Carrington, 

Hy.  P.  Franklin,     Abrm.  Wilkinson, 
Ephm.  Talbot,        Benj.Cozzens,  Jr., 
Wm.  Sprague,        John  Slater, 
Seth  Wheaton.       W.  E.  Richmond. 
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0/  sundry  manv/actitrers,  mechanics,  and  friends  to 
national  induMry,  of  the  State  of  Connecticut. — 
January  19,  1824. 

4 

At  an  adjourned  meeting  of  the  friends  of  man- 
ufactures and  national  industry,  held  at  the  State- 
house  in  Hartford,  Connecticut,  on  the. 1st  day  of 
January,  18:^4,  the  following  memorial,  reported 
by  a  committee,  consisting  of  two  delegates  from 
each  county,  was  unanimously  adopted,  and  or- 
dered to  be  transmitted  to  our  Senators  and  Rep- 
resentatives in  Congress : 

To  the  Honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  United  States  in  Confess  assembled  : 

The  memorial  of  manufacturer^  mechanics,  and 
friends  of  national  industry,  citizens  of  the  State 
of  Connecticut,  humbly  showeth  : 

That,  while  they  duly  appreciate,  they  are  de- 
sirous to  embrace  the  privilege  guarantied  by  the 
Constitution,  to  assemble  lugether,  and  petition 
Congress  for  a  redress  of  their  grievances.  As  a 
component  part  of  a  large  and  nourishing  Repub- 
lic, they  sincerely  hope  their  memorial  will  meet 
that  attention  which  justice  and  policy  alike 
demand. 

Encouraged  by  the  example  of  every  nation, 
and  by  the  profiered  patronage  of  our  own,  your 
memorialists  have,  in  many  instances,  embarked 
their  whole  property  in  manufactories  calculated 
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to  afford  a  decent  livelihood,  while  they  advanced 
the  general  good — some  have  unwisely  borrowed 
capital,  and  pledged  their  establishments  to  cred- 
itors for  advancement's — and  while  creditors  are 
pressing  these  demands,  because  they  doubt  the 
security,  the  unfortunate  manufacturer  is  com- 
pelled to  witness  his  certain  ruin  in  the  decay  of 
machinery  which  he  cannot  use  without  a  still 
speedier  destruction.  For,  such  is  the  lamentable 
condition  of  manufacturers  generally,  that  some 
are  stopped  entirely,  and  others  are  barely  kept  in 
motion  to  preserve  the  property.  Your  memorial- 
ists, therefore,  ask,  with  anxiety,  if  the  hand  of 
Grovernment  cannot  be  extended  to  their  relief. 
The  speculative  statesman  may  view  with  rap- 
ture the  foundation  of  our  greatness,  and  boast  of 
independence,  while  the  manufacturer  mourns 
over  the  preference  indirectly  shown  to  foreign 
fabrics,  and  laments  the  indifference  to  the  wants  of 
legitimate  children. 

It  is  a  fact,  undisguised,  that  the  hopes  of  the 
manufacturer  must  perish  unless  something  ef- 
fectual is  done.  The  question  is  then  asked,  shall 
your  memorialists  be  crushed  by  the  artful  designs 
of  rivals  abroad  ?  Cannot  Congress  afford  some 
protection  without  endangering  the  welfare  of 
the  country  ?  Nay,  can  our  independence  in  war 
and  in  peace  be  preserved  unless  the  manufactur- 
ing interest  is  supported  ?  How  humiliating  the 
reflection  !  what  a  stigma  on  national  character, 
that,  in  war,  we  must  smuggle  from  our  enemies 
the  comforts  and  necessaries  of  life? 

The  last  war  has  proved  the  weakness  of  our 
resources,  when  we  could  not  supply  a  few  blan- 
kets for  the  Indians.  It  was  then  that  a  patriotic 
ardor  burst  forth,  and  honesty  and  good  faith  were 
pledged,  to  cherish  a  benevolent  intention  to  fur- 
nish supplies  at  home.  Then  it  was  that  capital- 
ists sought  out  the  best  location  for  manufacturing 
establishments,  and,  in  the  love  of  country,  laid 
the  foundation  of  future  comfort  or  rut?).  Soon 
after.  Congress  ventured,  against  the  many  pre- 
dictions 01  some  members,  to  grant  a  heavy  duty 
on  coarse  cottons — an  experiment  which  must 
satisfy  the  statesman  of  the  policy  of  increasing 
the  tariff  on  other  articles. 

Did  your  memorialists  conceive  that  the  interests 
of  manufacturers  were  distinct  from  those  of  the 
nation  at  large ;  did  they  recognise  them  as  laying 
tlaims  to  exdimive.  or  any  protection  than  what  is 
due  to  others ;  did  they  view  them  as  men  en- 
gaged in  occupations  and  pursuits  which,  instead 
of  promoting  general  prosperity,  tended  only  to 
their  individual  emolument;  they  would  unite 
with  the  enemy,  and  leave  them  to  struggle  un- 
assisted against  the  calamities  that  befall  them. 

Your  memorialists  ask  not  for  exclusive  privi- 
lege to  establish  a  monopoly.  They  only  ask  for 
a  due  share  of  protection.  Nor,  while  they  see 
millions  expended  to  support  a  navy  to  protect 
the  merchant ;  while  thousands  are  voted  to  open 
new  avenues  to  trade,  and  increase  the  splendor 
of  Courts,  by  sending  Ambassadors,  Consuls,  and 
agents,  abroad,  they  offer  no  murmur  or  com- 
plaint :  and  while  they  cheerfully  acquiesce  in  all 
just  measures  to  advance  the  glory  of  our  Repub- 


lic, they  confidently  rely  that  the  interests  of  your 
memorialists  will  not  be  forgotten. 

But,  inquiry  may  well  be  made,  whether,  ex- 
tending our  acquaintance  and  commercial  inter- 
course with  foreign  porta  to  increase  the  influx  of 
luxuries,  will  not  prejudice  internal  economy,  ud- 
lesi<  we  can  export  something  besides  dollars  to 
liquidate  the  balance  of  trade. 

As  the  happiness  of  domestic  life  is  frequently 
destroyed  by  cultivating  too  extensive  an  acquaint- 
ance with  the  great,  may  not  our  Republic,  in 
their  zeal  for  glory,  overlook  internal  polity  ?  The 
mechanic  and  manufacturer,  sensible  their  voca- 
tions are  confined  to  the  humbler  walks  of  life, 
and  cannot  gratify  the  ambitious  by  elevation 
from  equality  with  other  citizens,  do  not  expect 
from  the  political  adventurer  any  certain  assist- 
ance ;  yet  there  are  many,  "  whose  hopes  are  our 
hopes,"  who  practically  feel  the  distress  of  their 
constituents,  and  are  destined  to  suffer  or  enjof 
with  them  alike  in  adversity  or  prosperity — from 
such  is  anticipated  an  honest  zeal. 

Your  memorialists  would  respectfully  ask,  whe- 
ther they  have  in  vain  placed  their  confidence  ia 
the  help  of  Congress.  The  subjects  of  England 
and  France,  and,  indeed,  of  almost  every  other 
nation  but  our  own,  are  prosperous  in  their  manu- 
factures— and  why?  Because  Government  prompt- 
ly tells  them,  "  you  shall  be  protected,  and  for- 
eign fabrics  excluded,  so  far  as  they  come  in  com- 
petition." But,  when  the  manufacturer  here  asks 
for  assistance,  the  answer  is,  no,-  our  revenue  will 
be  affected.  The  wheels  of  Grovernment  must 
stop,  if  duties  on  imports  are  diminished.  And 
the  Southern  planter  says,  no ;  why  should  I  be 
i  taxed,  or  why  should  one  portion  01  the  country 
be  compelled  to  build  up  another?  The  manu- 
facturer is  directed  to  look  for  consolation  to  the 
"  let  us  alone  policy,"  and  turned  off  with  the 
chilling  reflection  that,  although  all  is  hazarded, 
he  finds  no  relief.  But,  are  the  common  objec- 
tions substantial  ?  If  the  duty  on  certain  articles 
was  increased,  a  smaller  importation  might  afford 
equal  or  greater  revenue. 

The  same  clamor  was  made  when  the  duty  oa 
coarse  cottons  was  increased,  and,  notwithstand- 
ing the  fearful  forebodings  of  opponents,  no  evil 
then  resulted  to  the  Treasury.  If,  then,  we  seek 
a  suitable  time  for  the  experiment,  (if  increasing 
the  tariff  can  be  deemed  one,)  what  moment  more 
atispicious  than  the  present,  when  the  Treasury 
is  prosperous,  and  when  a  mite  given  in  season, 
is  better  than  thousands  too  late  ? 

But  will  an  increase  of  the  tariff  injure  the 
Southern  planter  ?  He  is  now  protected  by  a 
duty  on  tobacco  and  sugar,  from  50  to  100  per 
cent.,  while  the  manufacturer  of  the  Northern  and 
Middle  States  is  left  to  contend  against  every  dis- 
advantage. 

Cotton  is  now  the  great  remittance  to  liquidate 
the  enormous  debt  due  from  citizens  of  the  United 
States  to  Great  Britain.  But  how  soon  will  Eng- 
land supply  her  manufacturers  of  wool  and  cottoa 
from  her  own  colonies,  the  West  and  East  In- 
dies? How  soon  will  the  island  of  Jamaica  change 
the  culture  of  cane,  at  present  unproductive,  to 
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the  culture  of  cotton  ?  The  time  may  oot  be  far 
distant.  In  that  event,  where  is  the  planter  to 
find  his  market?  Not  in  the  Republics  of  South 
America.  They  have  uo  manufactures.  Should, 
however,  the  manufactures  of  the  Middle  and 
Northern  States  be  extended,  by  suitable  encour- 
agement, how  easily  would  the  planter  find  a  sure 
market,  and  the  coaster  employ,  in  transporting 
manufactured  cottons  to  the  new  and  important 
ports  of  the  South?  By  supplying  our  markets 
with  domestic  fabrics,  we  diminish  the  demand 
for  foreign  cloths,  and  with  it  our  vast  indebted- 
ness; and  as  the  indebtedness  diminishes,  the  de- 
mand for  cotton  for  exportation  will  be  propor- 
tionably  lessened. 

There  is,  however,  5ome  apology  for  former  op- 
position from  the  South,  to  high  duties  to  aid  the 
manufacturer  of  the  North.  For  it  must  be  ad- 
mitted, that,  until  lately,  there  was  a  moral  ina- 
bility to  supply  the  demands  for  cloths,  by  domes- 
tic manufacture.  A  high  duty,  then,  would  have 
enhanced  the  price  of  bagging  and  clothing  for 
the  slaves.  But  that  time  is  past.  Whoever  will 
examine  the  extent  of  our  manufactures,  a  subject 
little  understood  by  the  Southern  States,  must  ad- 
mit a  present  ability  within  ourselves  to  furnish 
every  article  of  clothing,  fine  linen  and  silk  ex- 
cepted. Your  memorialists  do  not  suppose  their 
interest  alone  is  to  be  promoted  by  a  revision  and 
increase  of  the  tariff.  The  languishing  pro5pecls 
of  the  agriculturists  rest  upon  the  final  decision  of 
this  question.  Their  granaries  are  full,  domestic 
markets  supplied,  and  foreign  markets  glutted. 
The  farmer  who,  with  the  productions  of  his 
farm,  pays  the  mechanic  for  the  labor  of  his  shop, 
affords  a  familiar  example  of  the  benefits  of  a  do- 
mestic market.  The  latter,  prevented  by  the  na- 
ture of  his  employment  from  cultivating  the  earth, 
is  dependent  on  the  farmer  for  supplies;  and,  in 
exchanging  for  his  labors,  receives  the  surplus 
produce  of  the  farm.  This,  with  the  extension  of 
numbers,  applies  equally  well  to  manufactories. 

It  is  estimated  that  in  1820  the  manufactories 
in  Oneida  county,  New  York,  consumed  $110,000 
of  agricultural  productions;  and  that  more  than 
S40,000  worth  of  flour,  and  200,000  bushels  of 
corn,  have  been  imported  into  Providence  during 
the  last  year,  and  consumed  principally  by  those 
interested  in  manufactories ;  whereas  a  market  is 
notaflorded  for  one  pound  of  our  flour,  wool,  flax, 
or  hemp,  by  the  British,  who  sell  us  manufactures 
to  the  amount  of  $40,000,000,  annually.  The 
growers  of  these  arlicbes  could  not  be  injured  by 
an  increase  of  duty  on  imports,  but  benefited, 
since  our  home  manufactories  consume  more  of 
our  breadstuffs  than  the  whole  continent  of  Eu- 
rope, and,  we  might  add,  that  of  the  East  Indies. 

Why,  then,  should  not  manufactures  be  en- 
couraged by  a  higher  tariff?  Will  patronage 
lead  to  an  extravagant  investment,  or  will  fab- 
rics advance  in  the  hands  of  monopolists  ?  The 
present  suffering  of  the  manufacturers  will  check 
any  immediate  ardor ;  and,  so  far  as  respects  mo- 
nopoly, it  is  justly  remarked  thai  the  internal 
competition  which  takes  place,  does  away  every 
thing  like  monopoly,  and  by  degrees  reduces  the 


price  of  the  articles  to  the  minimum  of  a  reason^ 
able  profit  on  the  capital  employed. 

Your  memorialists  would  further  state,  that  the 
manufactories  of  iron,  in  this  State,  are  suffering 
under  their  discouragements ;  that  these  impor- 
tant establishments  will  never  flourish,  while  thev 
have  to  compete  with  the  Russian  and  Swedish 
nobility,  who  supply  this  country.  We  say  no- 
bility, for  the  iron  factories,  in  Russia  and  Swe- 
den, are  carried  on  by  the  manual  labor  of  an  in- 
digent peasantry,  who  are  attached  to,  and  trans- 
ferrable  with,  those  vast  estates,  and  who  receive 
no  further  compensation  than  a  bare  subsistence; 
and  while  hemp  is  imported  without  duty,  iron 
will  continue  to  be  brought  to  this  country  as 
ballast,  at  a  very  moderate  freight.  In  1820,  it  is 
supposed  32,000  tons  of  iron  was  consumed,  three- 
fourths  of  which  was  imported.  And  it  may  fur- 
ther be  remarked,  on  this  point,  that  the  depreci- 
ation in  the  price  of  iron  in  Russia  and  Sweden, 
within  two  years,  has  equalled  nearly  the  present 
duty.  And  should  our  friendly  relations  cease 
with  Russia,  the  leading  member  of  the  Holy 
Alliance,  we  should  need  from  our  enemy  that 
important  staple,  iron,  without  which,  we  should 
be  far  from  independence. 

In  addition  to  the  facilities  of  importing  British 
goods,  the  opportunity  afforded  the  British  manu- 
facturer of  sending  his  goods  immediately  to  auc- 
tion, with  little  or  no  comparative  expense,  will 
continue  to  discourage  the  fair  merchant  and  man- 
ufacturer, who,  while  they  vend  their  articles,  are 
obliged  to  pay  rent,  taxes,  and  furnish  their  pro- 
portion for  national  support  and  defence.  It  can- 
not be  concealed,  that  the  British  have  regarded 
our  commerce  and  manufactures  with  a  jealous 
eye,  and  will  adopt  every  measure  to  depress  our 
manufactures  while  they  crowd  on  us  their  fab- 
rics. Already  does  the  Cabinet  of  St.  James  con- 
template further  patronage,  by  allowing  a  draw- 
back of  twelve  per  cent,  on  foreign  wool.  Should 
this  measure  be  adopted,  our  Government  must 
extend  still  further  encouragement  by  increasing 
the  tariff,  or  our  manufactures  must  inevitably 
fall;  and  the  political  axiom  should  be  engraven 
on  the  heart  of  every  statesman,  that,  while  Eng- 
land and  France  are  our  friends  in  peace,  they 
are  our  rivals  in  trade. 

Your  memorialists,  therefore,  pray  that  Con- 
gress would  revise  and  increase  the  tariff,  bysucR 
additional  duty  on  woollens,  fine  cottons,  and 
iron,  and  such  duty  on  auction  sales,  as  will  en- 
courage the  manufacturer,  and  protect  him  from 
the  greatest  evil — the  arts  and  designs  of  rivals 
abroad. 

DAN'L  BURROWS,  ChairTnan. 

Attest:    Henry  L.  Ellswohth,  Secretary. 


MEMORIAL 

0/  sitJidri/  menhants,  manufactureis^  ^c.^  of  Balti- 
more.— January  19,  1824. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  in  Congress  assembled. 

The  memorial  of  the  subscribers,  merchants, 
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manufacturerK,  mechanics,  and  property-holders 
of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  respectfully  showeth: 

That  they,  in  common  with  their  fellow  citi2ens 
of  the  other  commercial  cities  of  the  Union,  being 
seriously  affected  by  iheextensiveeviU  which  have 
resulted,  and  which  are  still  augmenting,  from  the 
change  that  has  taken  place  in  the  prosecution  of 
trade,  from  a  regular  system,  under  which  its  ad- 
vantages were  generally  divided,  to  the  manage- 
ment of  it  through  extensive  public  auctions, 
whereby  its  profits  are  monopolized  by  a  few  ;  and 
relying  upon  the  wisdom  of  the  National  Legisla- 
ture to  protect  and  foster  the  soundness  of  our  in- 
stitutions, beg  leave  to  present  for  consideration 
some  of  the  leading  facts  connected  with  this 
important  subject,  and  to  petition  that  such  a  tax 
may  be  imposed  as  will  place  the  trade  carried  on 
through  the  medium  of  public  auctions,  and  that 
which  is  prosecuted  in  a  regular  way,  on  an  equal 
footing. 

Your  memorialists  with  confidence  represent, 
that  of  all  the  public  and  private  sales  of  manu- 
factured goods  made  by  auctioneers  in  the  city  of 
Baltimore,  it  is  believed  that  full  three-fourths  of 
the  amount  is  on  foreign  account. 

From  this  fact  alone,  and  considering  that  nearly 
all  foreign  business  is  done  through  them,  clear 
of  the  usual  expenses  of  a  commercial  establish- 
ment, your  memorialists  conceive  it  to  be  rendered 
evident,  that  they  are  the  means  of  transferring 
from  the  resident  merchants  to  foreigners,  the  su- 
perior advantages  of  a  market,  which  is  created 
and  kept  up  by  the  concentration  of  our  citizens, 
at  a  great  expense,  without  contributing,  in  any 
material  degree,  to  support  the  public  burdens,  or 
to  maintain  the  market,  by  keeping  the  citizens 
and  capital  together,  which  constitute  it.  If  the 
entire  trade  of  one  of  our  large  commercial  cities 
were  forced  through  one  great  auction  establish- 
ment, the  consequences  would  be  still  more  seri- 
ously felt ;  so  your  memorialists  apprehend,  in 
proportion  as  the  trade  verges  into,  and  becomes 
imbodied,  and  monopolized  by  a  few,  as  it  now 
is  under  the  auction  system,  that  the  profits  and 
emoluments  of  it,  which  are  now  carried  off  by 
iheownersofforeign  merchandise, residing  abroad, 
will  be  rendered  less  beneficial  to  all  other  parts 
of  the  community. 

If  it  be  true  that  a  division  of  capital,  extending 
from  a  few  to  the  many,  increases  the  productive- 
ness of  it,  it  must  be  equally  correct  that  the  divi- 
sion of  business  and  its  emoluments  operates  in 
the  ^me  way,  and  with  equal  benefit.  In  some  of 
the  commercial  cities,  your  memorialists  beg  leave 
to  notice,  that  the  auction  business  exists  under 
the  patronage  of  the  State  authority,  and  the 
number  of  auctioneers  is  limited  entirely  by  the 
pleasure  of  it.  From  the  heavy  current  of  busi- 
ness which  this  eminent  advantage  secures  to 
them,  they  are  raised  above  the  rivalship  of  other 
merchants  in  effecting  also  extensive  private 
sales. 

The  whole  expenses  of  resident  merchants,  to- 
gether with  all  their  surplus  profits,  being  retained 
in  the  same  community,  contribute  in  return,  and 
in  a  very  considerable  degree,  to  support  the  ar- 


tists and  laboring  classes  of  our  towns  and  to 
furnish  the  agriculturists  of  our  country  with  the 
means  of  supplying  themselves  with  such  articles 
of  foreign  and  domestic  manufactured  goods  as 
are  essential  to  their  convenience,  each  deriving 
some  benefit  from  the  services  and  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  other,  and  thus  a  general  improvement 
results  from  the  labor  of  all.  But  under  the  auc- 
tion system  of  trade,  nothing  is  felt  but  the  com- 
mission of  the  auctioneer,  and  in  some  cities  a 
small  corporation  tax  ;  whilst  all  the  profits  which 
arise  from  that  heavy  proportion  of  it,  done  on 
account  of  foreign  houses,  become  withdrawn  as 
soon  as  they  are  realized.  This  class  of  profits, 
it  is  known  to  practical  men,  has  proved  to  be 
very  extensive. 

When  the  business  of  a  foreign  house,  having 
all  the  advantage  of  the  market,  is  done  at  so 
much  less  expense  than  that  of  a  resident  mer- 
chant, who  sustains  the  very  same  market,  it  may 
reasonably  be  apprehended  that  the  auction  sys- 
tem will  continue  to  encroach  upon  the  regular 
trade,  until  it  shall  ultimately  extinguish  it;  and 
thus  put  out  of  employment,  or  continue  to  render 
unemployed,  a  vast  amount  of  property,  and  with 
it  a  considerable  number  of  merchants,  and  per- 
sons of  other  pursuits. 

Turning  from  the  direct  pecuniary  considera- 
tions of  the  case,  your  memorialists  would  also 
beg  leave  to  place  under  your  view  some  of  the 
immoral  consequences  which  arc  produced  by  the 
auction  sysjem  of  trade.  Under  it,  great  irregu- 
larity and  artificial  excitements  are  produced  on 
the  market,  which  lead  our  trading  community, 
mo  e  especially  the  junior  class  of  merchants, 
whose  soundness  of  principle  il  would  appear  to 
be  the  true  policy  to  foster,  from  the  sober  calcu- 
lations of  integrity,  predicated  upon  the  cost  and 
regular  consuming  demand  for  commodities,  into 
rash  adventure  and  habits  of  chance,  which  bear 
a  greater  affinity  to  gambling  than  to  commerce 
or  trade.  The  most  artful  generally  overcome 
the  more  honest  in  the  operations  of  scheme  and 
hazard  ;  and  when,  under  a  corresponding|depre£- 
sion  of  market,  which  generally  follows  a  previous 
excitement,  the  weaker  class  become  oppressed  or 
broken  down,  and  the  strong  become  injured,  the 
auction  system  offers  its  ready  aid,  to  lead  into 
depravity  those  who  might  otherwise,  by  a  timely 
arrangement  with  their  creditors,  at  least  have 
retained  their  reputations  for  honesty. 
.  Merchants,  who  become  a  little  embarrassed 
from  a  course  of  trade  so  confused,  and  who,  un- 
der a  hope  of  recovering  their  strength,  are  allured 
to  purchase  on  credit  from  regular  nouses,  convey 
the  goods  secretly  to  auction,  and  pledge  them 
for  money  at  a  heavy  usurious  interest,  to  be  thus 
absorbed  by  expenses,  or  forced  off  at  a  sacrifice, 
without  the  presence  of  a  fair  demand ;  and  if  a 
commercial  iriend  is  to  be  secured  for  his  endorse- 
ments at  bank,  or  for  his  endorsements  for  pur- 
chases at  auction  of  merchandise  frequently  owned 
abroad,  the  regular  resident  trader  is  here  again 
exposed  to  the  hazard  of  being  defrauded  in  this 
way,  by  the  inclination  of  the  purchaser  to  satisfy 
what  may   be  a  foreign    debt,  and  the  auction 
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again  lends  its  aid  to  carry  on  and  cover  the  frau- 
dulent operation. 

These  practices,  when  once  begun,  are  fre- 
quently repeated ;  and,  taken  in  connexion  with 
the  other  destructive  means  of  raising  funds, 
convey  more  merchants  to  ruin,  after  the  first 
stages  of  embarrassment,  than  all  their  losses  on 
a  regular  trade ;  and  exhibit,  at  one  view,  the 
principal  cause  why  the  commercial  failures,  in 
our  large  cities,  are  more  frequent,  more  desperate, 
and  involve  more  depravity,  than  in  the  country, 
where  the  operations  of  trading  men  do  not  adroit 
of  the  same  concealment.  Thus,  it  appears,  that 
the  auction  system  derives  a  part  of  its  sustenance 
from  the  victims  of  ruin  produced  by  its  own  de- 
structive operations. 

Another  great  evil  which   your   memorialists 
would  urge,  as  growing  out  of  this  system,  is  the 
injury  it  occasions  to  the  revenue.     The  Ameri- 
can merchant,  in  making  his  purchases  in  Europe, 
is  obliged  to  pay  the  manufacturer's  profit,  and, 
in  many  instances,  the  factor's  profit ;  he  must 
employ  an  agent,  who  charges  a  commission,  and 
is  subjected  to  various  other  expenses  which  the 
foreign  manufacturer  can  avoid;  upon  all  of  which 
he  pays  a  duty  to  Grovernment :    Whereas,  there 
is  too  much  reason   to   believe,  that  the  foreign 
manufacturer  does,  in  manv  instances,  pass  his  fa- 
brics through  our  custom  houses  at  the  net  man- 
ufactured cost,  and  thus  pays  considerably  less 
duty,  than  the  resident  importer  pays  on  the  same 
articles.    By  these  means,  he  is  actually  enabled 
to  vend  his  productions  in  the  American  markets, 
at  less  than  the  same  goods  could  be  imported  by 
our  own  citizens,  and  yet  secure  a  profit.     The 
confidential  and  intimate  connexion  which  exists 
between  some  of  the  auction  establishments  of 
this  country  and  the  raauufacturers  in  Europe, 
facilitates  these  operations,  and  contributes,  effec- 
tually, to  drive  the  American  merchant  out  of  the 
market ;  while  it  also  greatly  affects  the  revenue 
of  the  United  States,  by  reducing  it  much  below 
what  it  would  be,  were  the  same  goods  imported 
by  our  own  citizens.     This  course  of  business 
also  throws  the  whole  profits  of  the  trade  into  the 
hands  of  foreigners  residing  abroad,  to  the  great 
impoverishment  of  our  own  country,  and  incr^se 
of  the  balance  against  it. 

Considering,  therefore,  as  the  auction  system 
of  business  cannot,  from  its  own  nature,  afford  any 
peculiar  profit  or  emolument,  or  any  peculiar  ad- 
vantages to  a  trading  community ;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  that  it  must  have  a  tendency  to  vitiate 
the  commercial  system,  in  various  respects,  by 
encouraging  gambling  in  trade,  and  impairing 
the  general  benefit  by  its  monopolizing  effects; 
and  that  it  does,  as  now  conducted  in  the  United 
States,  most  certainly  transfer  a  great  proportion 
of  the  advantages  and  profits  of  business  from  our 
resident  merchants  to  foreigners;  who,  by  with- 
drawing their  profits,  as  soon  as  they  are  realized, 
leave  an  impression,  to  be  felt  on  every  other 
branch  of  interest  in  the  community  ;  and^that 
the  public  revenue  suffers  materially,  both  in  its 
amount  and  security  ;  your  memorialists  respect- 
fully pray  your  honorable  bodies  to  impose  a  duty 


often  per  centum  on  sales  by  auction,  excepting 
the  effects  of  bankrupts,  and  deceased  persons, 
goods  sold  for  the  benefit  of  underwriters,  shipping, 
and  real  estate. 


MEMORIAL 


0/  the  farmers,  manufacturers,  viechanics,  and  mer- 
chants, of  the  county  of  Remselaety  in  t)ie  Slate  of 
NeiB  York,  praying  fvr  a  revision  of  the  Tariff. — 
January  26,  1824. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representativea  of  the 
United  Sutea  in  Congreaa  assembled  : 

The  memorial  of  the  farmers,  manufacturers, 
mechanics,  and  merchants,  of  the  county  of  Rens- 
selaer, in  the  State  of  New  York,  respectfully 
showeth : 

That  the  staple  commodities  of  this  district 
of  country  are,  provisions,  breadstuffs,  wool,  and 
flax  ;  that  the  respective  values  of  these  commodi- 
ties, in  market,  do  not  furnish  a  fair  compensation 
to  the  producers;  and,  that  the  cause  of  this  de- 
pression of  prices  is  the  limited  demand,  both  at 
home  and  abroad,  which,  when  duly  supplied, 
leaves  a  great.surplus  on  our  hands.  Now,  if  the 
labor  of  a  country  be  the  source  of  its  wealth  ;  and 
if  that  labor  has  been  employed  in  producing  a 
surplus  which  is  without  value,  then  has  the  coun- 
try sustained  an  injury,  by  an  unwise  direction  of 
its  labor. 

The  great  body  of  your  memorialists  are  far- 
mers. From  the  beginning  of  the  separate,  inde- 
pendent existence  of  this  nation,  until  within  a 
few  years  past,  the  condition  of  Europe  was  such, 
that  the  products  of  the  land  of  this  country  found 
a  ready  market,  and  lucrative  prices.  During  the 
long  and  wasting  wars  in  that  part  of  the  world, 
the  nations  there  had  so  large  a  portion  of  their 
population  transformed  from  producers  into  con- 
sumers, that,  after  consuming  the  products  of  their 
own  soil,  they  still  required  additional  supplies,  so 
extensive  as  to  consume,  also,  the  surplus  products 
of  American  agriculture.  The  population  of  our 
country,  moreover,  was  at  that  time  thin  ;  land  was 
cheap;  the  augmenting  numbers  of  the  people 
found  ample  room,  and  easily  spread  over  the 
surface  of  the  territory  ;  the  new  soil  was  fertile; 
little  skill  was  requisite;  and  health,  and  robust 
habits,  were  nearly  all  the  capital  that  was  needed. 
The  nation  was,  at  the  same  time,  neutral ;  and 
our  merchants  had  full  employment  as  carriers. 
In  such  a  state  of  things,  the  labor  of  this  country 
was  profitably  employed  in  two  principal  ways; 
and,  in  those  two  ways,  that  labor  was  sufficient 
to  produce  a  degree  of  general  prosperity  never 
exceeded. 

But  that  state  of  things  has  passed  away.  The 
general  settlement  of  the  affairs  of  Europe,  by  the 
peace  of  1815,  reconverted  the  nations  there  from 
consumers  into  producers. 

The  vast  amount  of  labor  disengaged  from  the 
operations  of  war,  and  directed  to  the  cultivation 
of  the  land,  together  with  the  cheapness  of  that 
labor,  and  the  skill  with  which  it  was  directed, 
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produced  such  an  abundanceof  supply  as  to  drive 
our  productions  out  of  their  markets,  and,  in  some 
instances,  to  follow  them  to  our  own  shores. 
There  is,  therefore,  at  this  time,  and  there  has 
been  for  several  years,  an  over-supply  of  the  pro- 
ducts of  agriculture — they  have  glutted  the  mar- 
kets of  the  world.  This  want  of  a  foreign  market 
has  not  been  supplied  at  home;  for  our  own  pro- 
ducers have  increased  in  a  far  greater  ratio  than 
our  consumers;  and  the  consequences  have  been, 
in  this  part  of  the  country,  a  universal  depression 
of  prices,  depreciation  of  the  value  of  land,  a  slug- 
glish  circulation,  general  embarrassment,  frequent 
sheriff's  sales,  and  ruin.  These  ill  consequences, 
though  experienced  most  extensively  by  our  far- 
mers, have  not  been  confined  to  them.  They 
have  been  felt  by  the  mechanics,  the  laborers,  the 
merchants,  and  the  professional  men.  Farmers 
could  not  afford  to  hire  laborers,  to  produce  what 
could  not  be  sold;  and  neither  could  afford  to 
buy  of  the  merchant  commodities  for  which  he 
could  not  pay.  The  spirit  of  enterprise  was 
checked.  No  new  houses  and  t)arns,  and  no  new 
implements  of  tillage,  were  wanted.  There  were 
already  more  than  enough  of  these;  for,  nothing 
could  be  done  with  them,  except  to  produce,  and 
to  shelter,  what  had  lost  its  value.  New  lands,  to 
a  great  degree,  ceased  to  be  cleared;  new  con- 
iracu  ceased  to  be  made;  and,  from  this  general 
inaction,  the  mechanic  lost  his  wages,  and  the 
professional  man  his  fees.  Such  is,  and  has  for 
some  time  been,  the  general  situation  of  these 
Northern  and  Eastern  States. 

Now,  the  mode  of  removing  these  burdensome 
effects,  to  your  memorialists  appear:*  perfectly 
plain.  The  condition  of  things  among  us  calls 
for  the  introduction,  and  permanent  establishment, 
of  new  departments  of  labor,  in  order  to  complete 
the  organization  of  the  social  state,  and  open  to 
the  career  of  an  ingenious  people  new  objects  of 
enterprise;  new  subjects  for  the  beneficial  exer- 
cise of  their  faculticb,  and  employment  of  their 
means.  In  short,  a  manufacturing  population  is 
Deeded.  A  portion  of  the  community,  now  en- 
gaged in  producing,  or  to  be  so  engaged  as  time 
advances,  roust  be  converted,  exclusively  into 
fabricators  and  consumers,  or  the  country  will  be 
overwhelmed  with  an  enormous  mass  of  surplus, 
which  it  cannot  throw  off,  and  become  palsied 
from  a  stagnant  circulation.  Human  industry  is 
naturally  distributed,  with  the  advancement  of 
society,  into  certain  great  departments  of  labor; 
and  such  distribution  cannot  be  long  prevented, 
without  essentially  retarding  that  advancement. 
The  ultimate,  permanent  order  of  nature  is,  the 
productions  of  the  earth,  '*  all-bearing  mother," 
first ;  next,  the  modification  of  those  productions, 
in  such  forms  as  may  best  adapt  them  to  use  and 
enjoyment;  and,  last,  mutual  exchanges  of  all. 
Connected  with  these  great  departments  of  indus- 
try, and  dependent  upon  them,  are  the  mechanical 
and  professional  occupations.  In  this  country, 
owing  to  circumstances  in  the  situation  of  the 
world  already  suggested,  we  have  hitherto  disre- 
garded this  order ;  and,  for  a  time,  we  found  benefit 
m  merely  producing  and  exchanging.    But  the 


time  has  at  last  come — and  it  is  indicated  by  the 
general  cry  for  help,  now  rising  from  the  great 
majority  of  those  who  are  engaged  in  both  these 
departments  of  industry — for  the  establishment 
of  the  other,  completion  of  the  machinery  of  so- 
ciety. 

I  Your  memorialists  are  aware  that  the  main  dif- 
filculiies  in  the  way  of  doing  this  are  the  prejudices, 
the  habits  of  thinking  and  acting,  which  origina- 
ted in  the  period  of  our  history  already  referred  to. 
The  opinions  then  adopted,  and  which  were  then 
proper,  have  been  reluctant  to  yield  to  the  evidence 
that  those  times  have  forever  passed  away.  But 
that  evidence  has  now  so  accumulated  that  the 
most  slow  of  faith  begin  to  believe  that  a  new 
distribution  of  the  labor  of  the  country  must  be 
made,  or  the  prosperity  of  the  country  must  be 
seriously  impaired. 

These  truths  are  so  plaits*— they  have  been  forced 
upon  your  memorialists  by  such  impressive  expe- 
rience— that  your  memorialists  cannot  but  believe 
that  your  honorable  body  will  listen,  examine,  and 
bt  convinced.  This  request  of  your  memorialists 
is  not  the  sinister  prayer  of  a  few  individuals,  nor 
of  a  small  and  distinct  class,  having  only  a  petty 
stftke  in  society  ;  it  is  the  united  voice  of  the  mass 
of  the  people,  in  all  the  callings  of  life ;  and  it  is 
o<^casioned  by  a  community  of  embarrassment 
n^ver  known  among  us  till  the  nations  of  Eu- 
rojpe  quitted  war  for  work,  and  left  us  without  a 
miarket. 

iA  market,  therefore,  is  our  great  want.  How 
is  this  to  be  obtained  ?  In  the  opinion  of  your 
memorialists,  it  is  to  be  obtained  only  by  such  an 
injcrease  of  duties  on  the  importations  of  those  for- 
eign fabrics  of  which  the  raw  material  is,  or  can 
be,  easily  and  abundantly  procured  at  home,  as  will 
encourage  a  diversion  of  a  part  of  our  own  capi- 
tal and  labor  to  the  manufacture  of  them.  The 
old  doctrine  is,  we  are  aware,  that  no  nation  is 
ready  to  manufacture  until  its  population  has  so 
mjultiplied  that  there  are  more  hands  than  lands. 
But  this  is  fallacious.  The  true  test  of  the  fact 
whether  a  nation  be  ready  to  manufacture,  is  not 
drawn  from  the  comparison  of  the  number  of  its 
people  with  the  quantity  of  its  land,  but  from 
the  comparison  of  its  ability  to  produce  with  its 
opportunity  to  sell :  or,  in  other  words,  the  true 
test  is,  the  relation  of  demand  and  supply.  It 
may,  indeed,  happen,  that,  while  there  are  fewer 
hands  than  lands,  the  cultivation  of  the  latter 
will  be  the  most  beneficial  appropriation  of  a  na- 
tion's labor;  but  it  may,  also,  be  otherwise;  so 
that  the  first  mentioned  comparison  does  not  fur- 
nish the  true  criterion,  and  the  example  of  our 
oi^n  country  has  now  demonstrated  both  parts  of 
this  proposition.  At  first,  our  ability  to  supply 
wfts  not  as  great  as  our  opportunity  to  sell ;  and 
all!  that  we  could  produce  found  a  profitable  mar- 
ket. Now,  we  cannot  dispose  of  half  that  we 
can  supply,  and  a  general  agricultural  languor 
pervades  the  country.  But  to  restore  the  country 
from  this  universal  inanition,  by  the  introduction 
of  manufactures,  requires  the  interposition  of  the 
Legislative  power  of  the  nation.  This  interpo- 
sition is  necessary,  because,  without  protecting 
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duties,  the  manufacturers  of  Europe,  with  their 
eaormous  capital  and  exquisite  skill,  caa  manu- 
facture so  economically  as  to  defeat  our  infant 
attempts  by  their  competition.  They  can,  and  do 
throw  such  quantities  of  their  fabrics  into  our 
markets,  and  force  them  upon  us  at  such  low 
prices,  that  our  smaller  capitalists,  with  their  less 
skilful  artisans,  cannot  establish  their  factories, 
and  save  themselves  from  ruin.  This  competition 
can  never  be  sustained  without  protectmg  duties 
in  the  outset,  nor  until  experience  and  skill  shall 
have  introduced  economy,  and  the  business  of 
manufacturing  shall  have  become  so  extensive 
that  small  profits  shall  make  large  amounts  ;  be- 
cause, no  prudent  man  will  hazard  his  property, 
under  existing  circumstances,  in  a  contest  wiih 
those  who  can  wield  means  so  much  more  exten- 
sive. Even  if  our  domestic  attempts  should  be 
made,  in  the  beginning^,  with  some  prospect  of 
success,  yet  they  would  soon  be  borne  down  by 
the  foreign  manufacturers  ;  for,  such  is  the  state 
of  society  in  the  great  manufacturing  countries  of 
Europe,  every  department  of  industry  is  so  crowd- 
ed, so  much  capital  is  invested  in  each,  and  the 
olkitacles  to  a  different  investment  are  so  insur- 
mountable ,that  the  manufacturer  must  continue 
to  manufacture,  at  the  most  penurious  prices,  or 
go  to  ruin  ;  for  he  cannot  change  his  occupation, 
when  every  other  department  of  labor  is  as  much 
crowded  as  his  own. 

This  state  of  things  is  necesssarily.  growing 
worse,  because  the  ability  to  manufacture  k*  in- 
creasing in  Europe  in  a  far  greater  ratio  than  the 
demand  for  consumption,  in  consequence  of  the 
improvement  and  multiplication  of  machinery. 
It  is,  therefore,  the  interest  of  those  manufac- 
turers to  sell  at  the  lowest  possible  rates,  and  force 
their  goods  off,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  com- 
petition, in  every  direction,  though,  at  the  same 
time,  they  cannot  consume  the  tithe  of  the  pro- 
ducts which  are  supplied.  The  consequences  of 
this  slate  of  things  are,  poverty  among  the  agri- 
cultural nations,  and  wealth  and  power  among  the 
manufacturing  ones.  U  our  manufacturers  could 
be  protected  from  this  overbearing  competition 
until  they  should  have  acquired  experience  and 
skill  sufficient  for  economy,  they  could  then  sus- 
tain the  competition  from  abroad  ;  and  the  com- 
petition at  home  would  fast  reduce  prices  to  their 
present  general  standard,  or  lower.  It  is  urged, 
we  know,  by  those  who  oppose  our  views,  that  it 
is  unjust  to  raise  prices  upon  the  majority  of  the 
community,  by  diminishing  competition,  through 
the  medium  of  protecting  duties,  or  in  any  other 
way,  for  the  benefit  oT  a  small  class.  But  this 
objection  is  deceptive  and  unsound.  In  the  first 
place,  though  apparenllv  true  in  terms,  it  is,  nev- 
ertheless, substantially  false.  The  great  body  of 
your  memorialists,  as  has  already  been  stated,  are 
farmers,  and,  though  the  immediate  benefit  of 
the  permanent  and  effectual  protection  of  man- 
ufactures would  be  felt  by  those  who  are  en- 
gaged in  manufacturing,  yet  the  ultimate,  and  by 
far  the  most  important  benefit  would  be  experi- 
enced by  society  at  large ;  and  it  is  precisely  for 
the  sake  of  the  latter  that  we  ask  protection  for 


the  former.  It  is,  moreover,  a  fact  which  can- 
not be  questioned,  that  the  low  prices  which  at 
present  form  the  great  obstacle  in  the  way  of 
our  domestic  manufacturers  are,  io  a  great  de- 
gree, caused  by  even  the  unskilful  and  hazard- 
ous attempts  of  those  very  manufacturers,  with 
the  present  protection,  to  supply  their  country- 
men; and  we  would  seriously  a^k.  if  they  are  not 
entitled  to  some  consideration  on  that  account? 
Take  away  this  domestic  attempt  to  manufac- 
ture; let  foreign  manufacturers  know  that  there 
was  no  design  io  this  country  to  engage  in  such 
business;  and  soon  would  the  prices  of  imported 
goods  rise  to  such  a  height  as  would  be  an  ample 
remuneration  to  our  manufacturers,  if  they  could 
now  receive  them ;  because,  the  charges  on  foreign 
goods,  for  transportation,  first  of  the  raw  mate- 
rial, then  of  the  manufactured  article,  with  a 
great  variety  of  incidental  charges,  would  be 
saved  to  our  own  manufacturers,  and,  conse- 
quently, to  our  consumers.  But  allow  that  prices 
would  be  raised ;  it  would  only  be  for  a  short 
time.  Our  artisans  would  soon  acquire  skill 
enough  to  reduce  the  expense  of  fabrication  ;  and 
the  adoption  of  those  economical  modes  of  con- 
ducting the  business  which  experience  would  sug- 
gest, and  to  which  domestic  competition  would 
urge  our  proprietors,  would  soon  bring  down 
prices;  and  the  consumer  would  shortly  be  as 
cheaply  supplied  as  he  now  is,  with  incalculable 
advantage  of  a  permanent,  steady,  and  increasing 
market  open  for  his  raw  materials,  his  provisions, 
and  his  breadstuff-^.  Besides,  if  the  prices  paid  to 
manufacturers  were  raised,  so  would  be  the  prices 
paid  to  the  farmers,  and  the  mechanics,  and  all 
others;  and  high  prices,  both  for  buying  and  sell- 
ing, are  better  than  low  prices,  even  if  the  same 
relative  proportion  obtains  in  the  respective  cases. 
But,  on  this  subject,  we  are  not  left  merely  to 
general  reasoning,  nor  to  the  unsupported  asser- 
tions of  interested  individuals.  The  experience  of 
the  country,  in  this  respect,  though  not  extensive, 
is  perfectly  decisive.  In  1816,  the  minimum  price, 
upon  which  duty  should  be  charged,  of  a  square 
yard  of  white  cotton  cloth,  was  fixed  at  twenty- 
five  cents.  The  wholesome  effects  of  this  wise 
measure,  which  were,  the  investment  of  capital, 
the  production  of  skill,  and  the  excitement  of 
competition  in  the  manufacture,  are  too  well 
known  to  need  elucidation.  Every  man's  experi- 
ence has  informed  him  that  the  coarse  cottons 
now  manufactured  in  this  country,  are  both  supe- 
rior in  quality,  and  inferior  in  price,  to  any  simi- 
lar article  ever  imported.  The  bentrfit  of  this 
result  has  been  most  extensively  experienced  by 
the  grower  of  the  raw  material:  for,  while  he  has 
enlarged  his  market  for  his  cotton,  he  has  been 
able  to  procure  a  better  and  cheaper  article  for 
consumption.  The  extent  of  this  benefit  to  the 
Southern  cotton  planter  may  be  illustrated  by  the 
fact  that,  whereas,  in  1810,  there  were  purchased 
and  wrought,  in  our  Northern  factories,  only  about 
three  million  pounds  of  raw  cotton,  there  are  now 
purchased,  and  manufactured,  not  far  from  thirty 
million  pounds,  or  about  one  quarter  of  all  the 
cotton  produced  in  the  country. 


Now,  confiding  in  experience  as  the  great  trier 
of  truth,  and  impelled  by  the  general  depression 
of  the  agricultural,  and,  by  necessary  consequence, 
of  all  the  other  interests  of  the  North,  we  ask, 
first,  for  an  increase  of  duty  on  the  importation  of 
woollen  fabrics. 

All  this  northern  section  of  the  Union,  especi- 
ally the  State  of  New  York,  is  peculiarly  well 
adapted,  by  nature,  to  the  raising  of  sheep.  Wool 
is  a  raw  material  that  can  here  be  supplied  in 
abundance,  and  with  ease;  but  there  are  none  to 
buy  if.  We  wish  the  establishment  of  woollen  fac- 
tories, so  that  we  can  convert  some  of  our  arable 
into  pasture,  and  diminiNh  the  surplus  of  our  bread- 
stuffs  and  provisions;  sell  that  diminished  surplus 
for  more  than  the  whole  original  quantity  would 
bring;  and,  by  gradually  raising  up  a  body  of 
consumers,  in  the  shape  of  a  manufacturing  popu- 
lation, sell  to  those  consumers  an  article  that  will 
bring  us  profit;  that  will  furnish  our  countrymen, 
as  well  as  ourselves,  with  cheaper  and  better 
clothing  than  they  can  now  procure,  and  set  all 
classes  of  society  prosperously  at  work  again.  To 
do  this,  we  respectfully  ask  the  duty  on  imported 
woollen  fabrics  to  be  raised  fifty  per  centum  ;  and 
that  a  minimum  price,  on  which  duty  shall  be 
charged,  be  fixed  at  from  eighty  to  a  hundred  and 
twenty  cents  for  the  square  yard  of  woollen  cloth. 
Upon  similar  principles,  and  relying  upon  experi- 
ence for  our  guide,  we  also  ask  an  increase  of 
duty  on  imported  iron.  There  are  beds  of  iron 
ore,  distributed  in  various  parts  of  these  Northern 
and  Middle  States,  sufficiently  extensive  to  supply 
all  nations,  and  the  ore  is  surpassed,  in  richne^'S 
and  quality,  by  none  in  the  world.  These  ore- 
beds  are  found,  for  the  most  part,  in  hilly  and 
mountainous  regions,  of  little  or  no  value  for 
agricultural  purposes,  but  abounding  with  fuel, 
and  with  water.  Nature  is  waiting  for  us,  the 
wants  of  the  community  are  urging  us,  to  appro- 
priate these  copious  sources  of  wealth  and  strength 
to  the  public  welfare.  But  here,  again,  as  in  the 
case  of  wool,  foreign  competition  prevents  the 
extension  of  those  establishments,  which  would 
convert  our  vast  bodies  of  ore,  now  wholly  with- 
out value,  into  riches.  Next  to  wool  in  import- 
ance, in  this  connexion,  and  in  this  part  of  the 
country,  is  iron.  Besides  its  essential  use  as  the 
great  weapon  of  national  defence,  it  is  the  great  in- 
strument of  peaceful  industry;  and  it  is  passing 
into  use  in  many  new  forms.  The  improved 
ploughs,  for  example,  are  almost  wholly  made  of 
iron ;  and  this  use  of  the  metal  has  enhanced  its 
importance  to  agriculture  in  an  incalculable  ratio. 
Though  the  first  effect  of  protection  in  this  case, 
as  in  others,  would  probably  be  an  augmentation 
of  the  nominal  price,  yet  the  next  and  speedy 
efftct  would  be,  beyond  a  doubt,  the  reduction  of 
that  price  to,  at  least,  its  present  minimum 
amount,  by  the  operation  of  competition  and  skill 
at  home.  Indeed,  such  is  the  abundance  of  our 
ore,  and  the  natural  facilities  of  the  country  for 
smelting  and  manufacturing  it,  that  it  would  be 
reasonable  to  expect  that  an  article,  of  which  the 
transportation  forms  so  large  a  part  of  its  cost  to 
the  consumer,  would  soon  be  afforded,  if  manu- 
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factured  at  home,  lower  than  foreign  iron,  and,  at 
the  same  time,  bring  a  lucrative  compen.<ation  to 
the  manufacturer.  Besides  its  direct  importance 
to  agriculture,  and  to  the  various  mechanical  and 
housjehold  uses  to  which  iron  is  appropriated,  the 
increased  production  of  it  among  us  would  essen- 
tially benefit  the  community,  through  the  medium 
of  the  woollen  and  cotton  factories.  The  iron 
machinery  of  such  establishments  constitutes  a 
largi  part  of  their  expense,  by  diminishing  the 
amoiint  of  which,  the  fabrics  therein  made  could, 
plainly,  be  afforded  at  cheaper  rates  to  the  con- 
sumer. On  imported  bar-iron,  therefore,  we  ask 
an  increase  of  duty  of  ten  dollars  per  ton  ;  and 
suchj  additional  duty  upon  other  heavy  articles 
maniifactured  of  iron,  as  shall  furnish  an  equally 
effectual  protection  to  the  manufacturer  of  them 
at  hdme. 

T|ie  article  of  tallow,  too,  is  one  in  which  our 
farmiers  have  an  extensive  interest.  The  average 
importation  of  tallow,  for  the  three  years  ending  . 
withj  1822,  was  upwards  of  4,000,000  pounds. 
This!  was  equal  to  the  tallow  produced  by  some- 
what more  than  80,000  head  of  cattle,  averaging 
fifty  Ipounds  of  tallow  each.  Thus,  in  pursuance 
of  th|e  policy,  which,  under  pretence  of  avoiding 
monopolies,  of  nnt  conferring  peculiar  privileges 
on  one  class,  of  protecting  agriculture  rather  than 
manufactures,  the  farmers  of  the  United  Slates, 
withj  lands  beyond  their  utmost  ability  to  till  pro- 
fitably, have  been  purchasing  pasture  and  corn 
abroad,  for  more  than  80,000  bead  of  cattle,  and 
then  I  buying  the  tallow  which  all  those  cattle 
could  produce.  Is  it  wise  thus  to  pay  to  foreiga 
grazijers  the  money  which  should  go  to  our  own 
farmjers  ?  or  should  we  thus  encourage  foreign 
industry,  when  our  own  is  suffering  ? 

Hiving  experienced  the  good  eft'ects  of  protect- 
ing duties  in  the  manufacture  of  coarse  cotton 
fabrics,  your  memorialists  believe  the  time  has 
arrived  for  some  additional  duty  on  foreign  cot- 
tonsjjsoas  to  encourage  the  manufacture,  at  home, 
of  th^  finer  fabrics  of  this  material;  and,  for  this 
purp<t>se,  we  would  suggest  that  the  minimum 
pricci-on  which  duty  shall  be  charged,  be  fixed  at 
33  cejnts  for  the  square  yard  of  cotton  cloth.  In 
this  (jonnexion,  we  would  also  observe,  that  the 
printing  of  cotton  goods  is  becoming  an  object  of 
impohance  to  the  country.  The  South  American 
market  is  about  to  be  open  to  us,  and  the  printed 
cottojis  are  most  valuable  in  that  market.  It 
would,  therefore,  be  wise,  in  the  opinion  of  your 
memorialists,  to  encourage  that  branch  of  the 
businless. 

Bejfore  concluding  this  application  to  your  hon- 
orable body,  we  would  also  observe,  that,  in  ad- 
dition to  our  conviction  of  the  sound  policy  of 
granting  further  protection  to  our  domestic  in- 
dustry, in  the  modes  above  recommended,  your 
memorialists  cannot  but  think  we  have  a  strong 
claim  upon  the  equal  justice  of  your  honorable 
body.  The  protecting  duties  hitherto  laid  by  Gov- 
ernment, as  far  as  they  have  been  connected  with 
agriculture,  have  chiefly  aided  the  agriculture  of 
the  Southern  States.  That  such  aid  has  been  ex- 
tended to  our  Southern  brethren  is  gratifying  to 
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us,  as  members  of  the  same  Confederacy  ;  but,  we 
think,  at  the  same  time,  that  it  fairly  authorizes 
the  expectation  that  a  similar  paternal  policy  will 
be  extended  to  the  agriculture  of  the  North. 

BETHEL  MATHER,  Chairnvan. 
Geo.  M.  Tibbit3,  Sec'ry. 


MEMORIAL 

Of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Petersburg,  in  Virginia, 
upon  the  subject  of  the  proposed  tarijff. — Fdtruary 
20,  1824. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Petersburg,  held 
at  the  Courthouse,  on  Friday,  the  13th  February, 
1824,  called  by  the  Mayor,  to  receive  the  report 
of  the  committee  to  whom  had  been  referred,  at 
a  previous  meeting,  a  letter  from  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  of  New  York,  on  the  subject  of  the 
proposed  tariff  of  duties  at  present  under  the  con- 
sideration of  Congress,  John  H.  Brown,  Mayor,  in 
the  chair,  and  Edward  Pescud  secretary — 

Doctor  Thomas  Robinson,  from  said  committee, 
presented  the  following  memorial,  which,  after 
being  read,  was  unanimously  agreed  to,  and  copies 
ordered  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Representatives 
from  this  district,  as  well  as  to  each  of  the  Sena- 
tors and  Representatives  from  Virginia  in  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States;  and  likewise  to 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  City  of  New 
York,  and  other  principal  cities  of  the  Union  : 

Your  memorialists,  the  merchants  of  Petersburg, 
Virginia,  obtrude  their  sentiments  on  your  honor- 
able House  a  second  time  with  reluctance,  on  the 
subject  of  the  tariff  duties;  but  the  persevering 
selfishness  of  our  manufacturing  associations,  de- 
manding nothing  less  than  the  annihilation  of  the 
mercantile  and  agricultural  interests  of  the  nation, 
to  promote  their  own  schemes  of  rapid  aggrandize- 
ment, leave  us  no  other  alternative  than  either  to 
appeal  to  the  wisdom  of  our  representatives,  or 
appear,  by  our  silence,  to  acquiesce  in  a  measure 
of  the  most  ruinous  tendency;  for  such  we  con- 
ceive the  bill  for  the  alteration  of  the  tariff  dOties 
now  before  your  honorable  body,  to  be.  The 
ablest  statesmen,  both  theoretical  and  practical,  of 
the  commercial  nations  of  Europe,  have  acknowl- 
edged, nay  demonstrated,  that  every  interference 
of  government  to  direct  or  regulate  the  employ- 
ment of  private  capital  or  enterprise,  has  been  at- 
tended with  mischief.  They  deplore  the  evils  in 
which  those  nations  have  been  involved  by  pur- 
suing a  system  of  bounties,  monopolies,  and  pro- 
tecting duties,  and  are  endeavoring  to  retrace  their 
steps  at  the  very  moment  our  legislators  are  in- 
vited to  involve  themselves  in  the  same  labyrinth. 
But  we  do  not  object  to  the  projected  tariff  merely 
on  this  general,  though  strong  ground,  the  experi- 
ence of  other  nations.  We  object,  first,  that  the 
Congress  of  the  United  Stales  did  not,  with  the 
power  of  regulating,  receive  from  our  Constitution 
also  thepower  of  annihilating  foreign  commerce; 
such  as  is  evidently  the  tendency,  and  such  as,  of 
course,  we  believe  to  be  theintentof  the  bill  in  ques- 
tion.    We  believe  that  the  power  of  regulating 
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foreign  commerce  was  conceded  for  a  different 
purpose,  to  wit,  principally  with  a  view  to  prevent 
the  evils  apprehended  from  a  collision  of  interests 
among  the  independent  sovereignties  of  which 
our  Republic  is  composed,  and  also  to  supply  a 
revenue  for  the  support  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, without  the  necessity  of  resorting  to  inter- 
nal taxation.  Retaliation,  in  certain  cases,  might 
have  been  thought  of,  but  that  any  further. restric- 
tions, save  such  as  might  secure  us  the  necessary 
munitions  of  war,  were  contemplated  by  the 
framers  of  our  Constitution,  we  utterly  disbelieve ; 
and  against  the  exercise  of  implied  powers  we 
solemnly  protest.  Nor  can  we  see  how  the  pro- 
jected alterations  of  the  tariff  can  be  supported 
under  the  clause  of  the  Constitution  granting 
powers  for  regulating  commerce,  seeing  that  the 
bill  is  avowedly  introduced  for  an  object  entirely 
distinct  from  the  regulation  of  commerce,  to  wit, 
the  establishment  of  manufacturing  monopolies. 
We  can  scarcely  doubt  that  the  nations  of  Europe, 
who  have  hitherto  been  accustomed  to  receive  our 
raw  materials,  will  retaliate  by  encouraging  the 
productions  of  other  countries,  to  the  exclusion  of 
ours.  The  effect  of  such  re-action  would  be  fatal 
both  to  the  mercantile  and  iigricultural  interests. 
That  those  nations  will  consent  to  send  back  our 
ships  ballasted  with  dollars,  few  will  be  so  vision- 
ary as  to  expect.  Without  reciprocity,  commerce 
cannot  exist,  and  therefore  it  is,  that  we  consider 
the  annihilation  of  foreign  commerce  as  a  neces- 
sary consequence  of  the  projected  alteration  of 
the  tariff.  Secondly:  The  tariff,  as  it  now  stands, 
bears  very  unequally  on  different  sections  of  our 
extensive  country  ;  and  this  inequality  will  be  still 
more  sensibly  felt  if  the  proposed  alterations  are 
adopted.  It  is  always  unjust  and  impolitic  to  tax 
the  many  for  the  emolument  of  the  few  ;  but  it 
seems  peculiarly  dangerous,  in  a  confederation 
like  ours,  to  introduce  the  seeds  of  jealousy  and 
discord  among  our  independent  Slates,  by  declar- 
itrg  one  section  tributary  to  another.  This  has 
already  been  partially  effected,  and  will  be  com- 
pleted by  the  passage  of  the  bill  in  question.  That 
the  tax  on  every  article  is  ultimately  paid  by  the 
consumer,  is  universally  understood,  as  well  as  that 
the  great  bulk  of  the  consumers,  particularly  in  this 
country,  are  agriculturists,  on  whom,  of  course,  the 
principal  weight  falls  ;  but,  while  the  agricultural 
interest  is  thus  generally  taxed,  the  Southern  agri- 
culturists are  to  be  particularly  burdened  by  the 
enormous  weight  thrown  on  those  coarse  fabrics 
which  constitute  the  clothing  of  our  negroes.  In 
return  for  this  we  are  promised  a  Northern  market 
for  our  produce.  Will  any  one  believe  that  the 
Northern  manufacturers,  whoat  present  do  not  con- 
sume more  than  from  60,000  to  80,000  bales  of  cotton 
annually,  will  take  off  our  hands,  at  the  European 
prices,  600,000  bales?  Or  will  he  believe  that  the 
appetite  of  a  ploughman,  on  turning  weaver,  will 
be  so  much  improved  that  the  surplus  grain  we 
have  hitherto  been  accustomed  to  export  to  Eu- 
rope, will  be  consumed  at  home  ?  Thirdly  :  We 
believe  that  our  manufacturers  are  mo.'^t  extrava- 
gantly protected  already.  In  England  it  is  calcu- 
lated that  eveiy  manufacturer  pays  two  days' labor 


in  the  week  to  his  Government.  This  is  at  once 
a  bounty  of  33^  per  cent,  in  favor  of  the  American 
competitor.  Add  to  this,  freight,  insurance,  com- 
missions, and  the  various  other  charges  incident 
to  transporting  the  commodities  of  one  country  to 
another,  and  you  exhibit  an  aggregate  sufficient 
to  protect  men  who  could  be  satisfied  with  mod- 
erate gains ;  but  when  we  proceed  lo  add  to  this 
the  present  heavy  tariff  duties,  the  protection  is  so 
enormous  that  we  are  surprised  tohnd  an  individ- 
ual so  shameless  as  to  ask  for  more. 

The  scheme  of  increasing  national  wealth  by 
keeping  our  money  at  home  is  scarcely  worthy  of 
serious  notice.  Money  is  not  wealth,  but  the 
mere  representative  of  it.  The  farmer  purchases 
every  necessary  with  the  produce  of  his  land  and 
labor.  We  would,  therefore,  respectfully  suggest 
to  your  honorable  body  the  policy  of  permitting 
him  to  send  his  produce  to  that  market  where  he 
can  obtaifi  the  highest  price,  and  to  purchase  what- 
ever necessaries  he  may  require,  wherever  he  can 
obtain  them  on  the  cheapest  terms.  If  the  wealth 
of  an  individual  is  measured  by  the  quantity  of 
nece:<saries  and  luxuries  he  can  command,  we  have 
no  doubt  the  wealth  of  every  individual  would  be 
increased  by  this  policy  ;  aud  as  national  is  but 
the  aggregate  of  individual  wealth,  the  national 
wealth  would  certainly  be  increased  in  the  same 
ratio.  We  need  not  remark  how  congenial  such  a 
policy  would  be  both  to  the  letter  and  spirit  of  our 
Constitution,  nor  how  adverse  to  both  the  project 
of  compelling  so  large  a  portion  of  our  citizens  to 
abandon  those  pursuits  lor  which  education  and 
experience  have  best  qualified  them,  and  annihi- 
lating by  a  single  act  a  great  part  of  the  capital 
vested  under  the  faith  of  former  acts,  and  guaran- 
tied by  the  letter  of  that  Constitution  now  wrested 
to  destroy  it. 

We  find  no  powers,  either  expressed  or  implied, 
granted  to  Congress  by  our  Constitution,  to  foster 
manufactures  by  ruining  commerce  and  agricul- 
ture; and  be  it  remembered  that  the  project  now 
before  you  is  not  a  commercial  regulation,  but  a 
manufacturing  scheme.  We  find,  however,  that 
unequal  taxation  is  expressly  interdicted  by  the 
Constitution  ;  and  we  unhesitatingly  affirm  that 
this  interdict,  so  essential  to  the  enjoyment  of 
equal  rights,  and  to  the  permanent  duration  of  our 
Union,  would  be  as  directly  violated  by  the  pro- 
jected alteration  of  the  tariff,  as  by  a  law  declar- 
ing, in  plain  language,  that  the  States  south  of  the 
Potomac  should  be  annually  taxed  to  the  amount 
of  six  millions  of  dollars,  to  be  distributed  among 
the  cities  north  of  that  river;  and  that  tlie  mer- 
chants universally  should  pay  ten  per  centum  on 
their  capitals  for  the  same  purpose.  With  this 
view  of  the  subject,  your  memorialists  respectfully 
and  earnestly  pray  that  their  Representatives  will 
guard  their  interests  and  their  liberties  from  the 
ruinous  effects  of  the  bill  for  the  alteration  of  the 
tariff  duties  now  before  your  honorable  House — 
a  measure  pregnant  with  the  most  fearful  conse- 
quences, being  as  incompatible  with  the  principles 
of  ju»tice  as  it  is  with  the  spirit  and  letter  of  our 
Coniiitution. 

JOHN  H.  BROWN,  Chairman. 


MEMORIAL 

Of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  City  of  Philadd- 
phia February  26, 1824. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  in  Congress  assembled  : 

The  memorial  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of 
the  city  of  Philadelphia  respectfully  showeth : 

Tbat  your  memorialists,  on  behalf  of  the  com- 
mercial community  which  they  represent,  beg 
leave  to  interpose  their  respectful  remonstrance 
against  a  bill  now  pending  in  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, entitled  "  a  bill  to  amend  the  several 
acts  for  imposing  duties  on  imports." 

The  well  known  object  of  that  bill — to  stimu- 
late the  manufactures  of  the  United  States — and 
its  tendency,  in  the  judgment  of  a  large  portion 
of  this  people,  to  depress  the  agriculture  and  com- 
merce of  the  country,  form  the  inducements  of 
your  memorialists  for  asking  the  attention  of  Con- 
gress. 

In  a  free  country  like  the  United  States,  all 
branches  of  lawful  industry  have  a  right  to  equal 
protection  by  the  laws  ;  there  can  be  no  inequality 
witiiout  favoritism,  and  no  favoritism,  without  in- 
justice. The  Constitution  of  the  Government 
having  placed  all  the  people  on  the  same  plane, 
its  principles  cease  to  operate,  when  the  law  ele- 
vates one  portion,  or  depresses  another  ;  and  whe- 
ther the  equality  of  the  citizens  be  disturbed  by 
distinctions  of  persons,  or  of  property,  is  a  matter 
of  indifference. 

That  which  might  be  a  venial  departure  from 
those  principles,  in  a  small  community,  where 
the  whole  would  sympathize  with  the  prosperity 
of  any  considerable  part,  becomes  otherwise  in  a 
confederation  like  this,  whose  members  are  large 
State.),  removed  to  a  great  distance  from  each 
other ;  destined,  by  nature,  to  different  employ- 
ments ;  incapable,  under  any  legislation,  of  chang- 
ing them  ;  and  subject,  under  a  perverted  legisla- 
tion, to  the  extremity  of  distress  in  one  State, 
while  another  IS  smiling  in  prosperity.  In  such  a 
country,  bounties  to  particular  labor,  are  bounties 
to  particular  States,  which  other  States  pay,  with- 
out partaking  of  the  benefit.  The  design  of  the 
Constitution,  and  the  obligation  of  Congress,  being 
to  provide  for  the  common  defence,  and  general 
welfare  of  the  United  States,  and  the  duty  of  uni- 
formity, in  the  laws  of  the  Union,  being  emphati- 
cally and  repeatedly  enjoined  in  that  compact, 
your  memorialists  have  no  doubt  tbat  Congress 
will  never  lose  sight  of  it ;  and  as  little  that  they 
will  perceive  the  destruction  of  all  practical  uni- 
formity, even  by  a  general  law,  if  it  be  made  par- 
tial, by  the  situation,  the  character,  and  the  em- 
ployment, of  large  portions  of  the  country. 

The  universal  opinion  of  well  informed  men, 
has  now  established  it  as  a  general  rule,  that  the 
greatest  degree  of  national  wealth  is  to  be  obtain- 
ed, by  leaving  every  one  to  the  unfettered  use  of 
his  own  labor,  skill,  and  capital ;  for  it  is  in  this 
way  that  individuals,  of  whom  nations  are  com- 

f)osed,  attain  to  the  greatest  prosperity.    Obvious, 
lowever,  as  this  general  truth  now  is,  it  has  been 
long  in  coming  to  light;  legislation  has  bad  its 
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dark  ages,  as  well  as  letters;  and  certainly  they 
have  continued  longer  to  envelop  the  principles  of 
national  wealth,  than  they  did  to  obscure  the  laws 
of  science,  or  the  beauties  of  literature.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  the  dawn,  which  has  tardily  broken 
upon  the  world,  in  the  department  of  trade,  is  not 
to  be  immediately  overcast ;  and,  particularly,  that 
the  clouds  which  are  again  to  darken  it,  are  not 
to  proceed  from  a  quarter  where  every  thmg  else, 
in  regard  to  government,  lies  in  the  broadest  light. 
If  legislation  acts  upon  the  subject  of  trade,  which, 
after  all,  is  morti  safely  left  to  the  law  of  man's 
nature,  by  which  he  is  incessantly  stimulated  to 
dothebestforhimself,and  therefore  for  his  country, 
it  should  act  for  the  removal  of  impediments  and 
restrictions,  not  for  the  creation  of  them  ;  so  much 
more  unerring,  however,  is  this  law  of  man's  na- 
ture, than  any  political  regulation,  that  it  has 
been  deemed  the  wisest  course  to  ab.staiii  from 
public  enactments  altogether,  and  to  leave  the 
Hive  to  the  industry  and  instinct  of  its  laborers, 
without  attempting  to  direct  which  cell  shall  be 
first  filled,  or  to  narrow  the  passage  to  one,  or  en- 
large it  to  another,  more  than  the  wisdom  of  the 
laborers  shall  each  for  himself  provide. 

Whatever  interference  with  the  general  freedom 
of  trade  is  necessary  for  the  purposes  of  revenue, 
and  still  further,  whatever  provisions  have  justly 
for  their  object  to  sustain  the  Government  itself, 
by  enabling:  it  to  withstand  the  shock  of  war,  and 
with  this  view  to  promote,  within  its  own  bosom, 
the  necessary  resources  for  such  a  trial,  all  com- 
munities of  men  must  submit  to,  and  will  submit 
to  cheerfully.  Laws  enacted  for  these  purposes, 
are  necessary  exceptions  to  the  general  rule — not 
exceptions  to  its  truth,  for  it  is  true  without  excep- 
tion— but  exceptions  to  its  application  ;  they  are 
the  price  which  nations  pay  for  their  existence,  as 
such  ;  they  lend  to  diminish  the  production  o{ 
wealth,  but  they  do  what,  in  every  condition  of 
the  world,  has  been  found  as  useful  as  to  produce, 
namely,  to  secure  the  product.  But,  beyond  this, 
the  danger  of  legislative  interference  with  trade, 
becomes  extreme.  Be  the  wisdom,  and  imparti- 
ality, and  foresight,  of  the  legislature,  what  they 
may,  they  are  at  no  time,  and  under  no  circum- 
stances, perfectly  adequate  to  the  task.  The  sub- 
ject is  beyond  the  scope  of  human  intelligence, 
except  when  it  is  individually  and  personally  ap- 
plied to  that  limited  space  within  which  the  in- 
dividual moves;  and,  in  this  particular,  trade 
difi*ers  little  from  the  thousand  other  interests  of 
the  great  family,  which  it  is  the  ordinance  of 
Heaven  should  be  wrought  out  by  the  separate 
wisdom  and  exertions  of  its  members;  with 
scarce  a  consciousness  how  the  work  is  produced, 
and  with  an  utter  inability  on  their  parts  to  con- 
trive the  result  beforehand. 

The  practice  of  no  foreign  nation  leads,  as  your 
memorialists  submit,  to  a  different  conclusion. 
England  has  grown  rich,  in  spite  of  her  restric- 
tions upon  trade,  and  not  by  means  of  them  :  her 
wisest  statesmen  are  desirous  of  removing  them, 
and  can  trace  with  unerring  certainty  to  their 
operation,  a  large  part  of  the  oppression  under 
which  the  fundamental  interest  of  that  nation 


laoguishe?,  and  is  doomed  to  languish.  But  the 
fetters  have  entered  into  her  flesh,  and  they  cannot 
be  removed  without  tearing  away  the  flesh  witti 
them.  Does  the  history  of  England,  with  the 
light  of  the  present  day,  furnish  an  argument  to 
the  United  States  for  embarking  in  the  same 
career  of  bounties,  prohibitions,  and  excises? 
England  is  the  great  example  of  their  mischief. 
She  is  emphatically  the  example  of  all  that  in- 
dividual skill,  enterprise,  and  intelligence,  can 
achieve  for  the  production  of  wealth,  and  of  all 
that  perverted  legislation  can  do  to  make  it  fruit- 
less of  national  happiness.  Her  wisdom  has  per* 
haps  been  developed  loo  late  for  her  own  good ; 
it  may  possibly  be  not  too  lale  for  us. 

It  is,  therefore,  the  sentiment  of  your  memorial- 
ists, which  they  beg  leave  respectfully  to  press 
upon  Congress,  that,  beyond  the  limits  of  a  fair 
resort  to  trade  for  the  purposes  of  revenue,  and 
the  case  of  public  necessity,  or  high  public  exi- 
gency, to  prepare  the  country  for  the  event  of 
war,  restrictive  legislation  upon  trade,  whether  it 
be  in  the  shape  of  prohibitions  of  one  branch,  or 
bounties  to  another,  are  eminently  dangerous; 
and,  to  a  community  as  extensive  and  diversified 
as  this,  severely  unequal. 

In  submitting  to  Congress  their  remarks  upon 
the  bill  in  question,  your  memorialists  will  not 
touch  upon  the  controversy — upon  which  more 
has  been  written  than  has  been  understood — con- 
cerning the  comparative  value  of  the  application 
of  capital  in  different  ways.  The  wealth  of  a 
nation  is  the  combined  result  of  its  application  in 
every  way  in  which  private  interest  is  promoted 
by  applying  it.  They  are  sincere  well-wishers  to 
the  iiianufactures  of  this  country.  They  will  al- 
ways be  happy  to  see  them  prosper,  under  that 
due  prosecution  of  them,  to  which  individual  skill 
and  capital,  in  the  present  state  of  the  law,  are 
perfectly  competent.  If  they  are  not  desirous  of 
seeing  them  suddenly  enlarged  by  the  aid  of  the 
new  tariff,  it  is,  in  part,  because  the  benefit  to  the 
manufacturers  themselves  is  by  no  means  so  ne- 
cessary a  consequence  as  is  sup{)osed  ;  but  it  is 
principally,  no  doubt,  because  your  memorialists 
are  of  opinion  that  such  a  tariff  is  not  wanted  for 
the  purpos\esof  revenue,  nor  for  the  existing  man- 
ufactures of  the  country,  and,  above  all,  because 
Its  influence  will  be  pernicious  to  the  commerce 
and  to  /the  agriculture  of  the  nation,  both  of 
which  A-e  entitled  to  the  equal  protection  of 
Congress.' 

It  IS  not  wanted  for  the  purposes  of  revenue. 
This  is  almost  the  only  undisputed  point  among 
the  various  topics  which  are  connected  with  the 
bill.  It  is  frankly  conceded  by  its  friends,  that, 
if  passed  into  a  law,  it  must  diminish  the  revenue 
derived  from  imposts,  and  that,  from  some  other 
quarter,  the  Government  must  make  up  the  loss. 
So  far,  therefore,  its  opponents  go  upon  conceded 
ground  ;  and  almost  the  only  ground  on  which 
legislation,  in  regard  to  trade,  is  safe,  is  thus  given 
up.  Your  honorable  bodies  will  then  be  pledged, 
by  the  enactment  of  this  law,  to  resort  to  that 
mode  of  raising  revenue  to  which  this  people 
have  been  uniformly  opposed,  and  to  which  they 


may  be  more  justly  opposed  hereafter  than  here- 
tofore. If  ihe  extent  of  duty  prescribed  by  the 
tariff  be  essential  to  protect  the  manufacturer,  and 
an  excise  be  laid  upon  the  manufacture  equal  to 
the  duty  which  is  lost,  it  seems  to  follow,  neces- 
sarily, that  the  consumer  must  hereafter  pay  both 
the  duty  and  the  excise,  one  of  which  will  remain 
in  the  pocket  of  the  manufacturer,  and  the  other, 
atter  an  infinity  of  deductions  for  collection,  reach 
the  public  Treasury. 

The  tariff  is  not  wanted  for  the  existing  manu- 
factures of  the  country.    Under  laws  which,  from 
time  to  time,  have  been  passed  for  their  aid,  all  of 
ihem  operating,  nevertheless,  as  restrictions  upon 
commerce,  and  a   tax    upon    the  cultivator  and 
consumer,  they  have  prospered,  and  now  prosper. 
How  little  they  partake  of  the  evils  under  which 
the  commerce  and  agriculture  of  the  country  now 
suffer,  need  not  be  remarked.     It  is  at  present  the 
roost  flourishing   branch   of  American  industry. 
If  there  are  exceptions,  they  are  the  consequence 
of  the  bounty  heretofore  given  by  law,  which  has 
tempted  into  the   business  persons  who  have  not 
the  capital,  nor  the  skill,  nor  the  economy,  to 
pursue  the  business  with  profit.    Something  more 
than  public   bounty  is  necessary  to  the  gainful 
prosecution  of  trade  of  any  kind.     Habits  of  close 
attention  to  business ;  skill  in  the  application  of 
all  the  known  processes;  genius  in  the  invention 
of  newer  ones  less  costly,  or  more  efficient ;  vigi- 
lance in  detecting  and   providing  for  the  wants 
and  caprices  of  the  consumer ;  and,  above  all, 
frugality  in  expenditure;  these  are  indispensable 
to  thrift  in  any  trade;  and   how  much  they  melt 
away  under  the  sunshine  of  legislative  favor,  or, 
rather,  how  often  this  sunshine  warms  into  tem- 
porary animation   those  to  whom  it  cannot  give 
vigor  for  the  constant  struggles  of  trade,  let  those 
say  who  have  watched  theoperation  of  bounty  laws 
in  Europe.    If  the  existing  bounty  be  not  sufficient 
to  protect  American  manufactures,  what  amount 
will  do  it  ?    They  are  already  encouraged   by  a 
duty  on  cotton  goods  of  25  per  cent.,  with  a  min- 
imum estimate  for  the  basis  of  the  duty  of  25  cents 
per  square  yard,  which,  on  cotton  goods,  similar 
to  those  manufactured   in  this  country,  amounts 
from  35  to  70  per  cent,   on   the  cost ;  of  25  per 
cent,  on  cotton   twist;  of  20  per  cent,  on  cutlery 
and  hardware;  of  30  per  cent,  on  cut  glass;  20 
per  cent,  on  plain   glass;  and  upwards  of  20  per 
cent,  on  window  glass  ;  of  $15  per  ton  on  Russia 
and  Swedish  iron,  in  bars  and  bolts;  of  $30  per 
ton  on  rolled  bars  and  bolts;  and  of  $50  per  ton 
on  hoop,  sheet,  and  rod  iron  ;  of  20  per  cent,  on 
spades  and  shovels ;    of  30  per  cent,  on   paper- 
hangings  ;  of  25  per  cent,  on  woollen  goods,  and 
of  30  per  tent,  on   manufactures  of  leather;  be- 
sides all  the  advantage  arising  from  the  charges 
on  the  foreign  articles,  from  inland  carriage,  ship- 
ping expenses,  freight,  insurance,  and  exchange  ; 
amounting,  in  the  article  of  Swedish  iron,  toabiout 
75  per  cent,  of  its  cost  at  the  mines. 

The  perfectly  well  known  prosperity  of  some  of 
the  manufacturing  establishments  of  this  country, 
is,  however,  a  belter  argument  than  any  derived 
from  the  amount  of  duty  and  charges  on  the  for- 


eign fabric ;  for  ii,  to  refer  to  one  case  alone,  a 
joint  stock  company  in  the  vicinity  of  Boston,  is, 
and  for  some  time  past  has  been  able  to  make  a 
dividend  of  annual  profits,  exceeding  twice  or  three 
times  the  ordinary  interest  of  money,  maintaining 
and  improving  its  capital  at  the  same  time,  where 
is  the  necessity  for  further  aid  ?  Do  others  want 
their  skill?  Then  it  is  skill  that  is  wanted,  and 
not  public  bounty.  Are  others  deficient  in  their 
vigilance,  their  economy,  their  activity?  Let 
these  be  acquired,  and  they  will  abundantly  sup- 

Ely  the  place  of  a  new  tariff.  Is  capital  wanting  ? 
low  does  this  square  with  the  allegation,  that 
capital  is  lying  dead  to  an  immense  amount,  be- 
cause it  cannot  be  employed?  What  is  done  so 
regularly  by  one  manufacturer,  may  be  done,  with 
similar  means,  by  more;  and  the  means  are  not 
to  be  given  by  the  law,  but  by  the  manufacturer. 

The  influence  of  the  tariff  will  be  pernicious  to 
the  commerce  of  the  country.  This  branch  of  in- 
dustry has  confessedly  suffered  more  than  any  other 
by  the  events  of  recent  years ;  it  has  borne  its  dis- 
asters patiently;  they  have  been  the  inevitable 
consequence  of  events,  which,  although  caused  by 
man,  man  has  neither,  by  action  nor  legislation, 
been  able  to  prevent,  and  scarcely  to  mitigate.  It 
is  just  now  creeping  again  into  life;  and  what  is 
to  be  the  effects  of  the  new  tariff?  The  effect  is 
morally  certain ;  so  much  so,  as  almost  to  infer 
the  intention  in  those  who  promote  the  cause:  it 
is  to  paralyze  and  deaden,  by  one  blow,  that  por- 
tion of  the  commercial  capital  of  this  country, 
which  is  employed  in  the  purchase,  inoportation, 
and  distribution  of  all  that  the  new  tariff  shall  ex- 
clude from  the  country  ;  the  ships  which  are  built 
and  navigated  for  its  carriage — the  numerous  arti- 
sans who  are  employed  in  their  equipment — the 
seamen  who  man  them,  and  the  fixed  capital  in- 
vested in  wharves,  warehouses,  and  other  property, 
created  as  facilities  to  trade.  Your  honorable 
bodies  will  not  look  for  a  detail  of  these  effects,  in 
a  memorial ;  it  has  already  been  given  the  pub- 
lic in  various  forms,  and  shown  to  be  of  immense 
magnitude  ;  no  cure,  no  alleviation,  is  suggested 
for  this;  one  arm  of  the  nation  will  either  be  cut 
off,  or  maimed  forever,  under  the  vain  expectation 
of  promoting  a  better  circulation  in  the  other. 

But,  above  all,  Will  the  influence  of  the  new  tariff 
be  prejudicial  to  the  interest  of  the  agricultural 
States.  This  interest  is  one  with  which  your  me- 
morialists may  be  thought  to  have  no  intimate  con- 
cern, since  their  personal  relations  are  exclusively 
with  commerce;  but,  the  wealth,  the  harmony, 
the  duration  of  this  great  Republic,  are  interesting 
to  all  its  citizens :  and  they  who  wish,  as  your  me- 
morialists do,  that  it  may  be  perpetual,  must  wish 
to  see  it  administered  upon  principles  of  impartial 
justice  to  all,  by  which  alone  its  perpetuity  can 
be  secured.  What  will  be  the  effect  of  a  prohibition 
of  foreign  merchandise,  as  extensive  as  that  now  to 
j  be  effected,  but  an  immediate  reduction  in  value  of 
I  the  labor  and  capital  of  the  cultivator,  to  the  whole 
I  extent  of  the  increased  price  that  he  must  give  for 
the  American  manufacture?  The  evil  to  him  is 
without  compensation ;  the  value  of  his  crops  he 
loses,  precisely  to  the  extent  in  which  the  manu- 
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facturer  gains;  be  has  no  means  of  warding  off, 
or  breaking  tbe  blow.  His  capital  is  uoconvertible 
— it  is  &xed  forever  in  the  one  employment  of  ag- 
riculture. He  cannot  participate  in  the  golden 
harvest  of  manufactures,  if  it  is  to  be  a  golden 
harvest.  His  habits,  his  situation,  his  working 
hands,  are  all  unfit  for  the  loom  and  the  spindle. 
He  has  heretofore  sold  for  as  much  as  he  could, 
and  bought  for  as  little  as  he  could,  and  at  such 
markets  as  he  pleased,  in  the  enjoyment  of  that 
liberty  which  was  the  great  end  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. He  is  hereafter  to  buy  in  one  market  only, 
at  such  prices  as  a  market  without  foreign  com- 
petition will  charge:  and  he  may  sell  as  he  can, 
when  foreign  nations  shall  act  upon  the  principle 
of  taking  no  more  from  us,  than  we  do  from  them. 

Your  memorialists  have  found  themselves  unable 
to  assent  to  the  reasoning  by  which  these  evils  of 
the  nonimportation  system  are  obviated.  They 
cannot  conceive  that  it  is  for  the  interest  of  this 
community  to  give  more  for  an  American  fabric, 
than  for  one  that  is  made  abroad  ;  to  pay  a  higher 
price  for  labor  here,  than  they  can  purchase  it  for 
elsewhere.  They  cannot  believe  that  the  eflect  of 
the  tariff  is  to  raise  the  price  only  for  a  short  time, 
and  then  to  bring  it  down  forever  below  its  former 
range.  There  is  no  experience  to  justify  the  asser- 
tion. The  reduction  of  low-priced  cotton,  since 
the  last  tariff,  is  well  explained  by  other  circumstan- 
ces— the  fall  of  the  raw  material,  the  diminution 
of  the  price  of  labor,  improvements  in  machi- 
nery, stagnation  of  trade.  And  are  not  the  manu- 
facturers asking,  by  this  very  bill,  for  an  increase 
of  duty  on  the  cottons,  with  which  it  is  said  they 
can  compete  with  Great  Britain  in  a  foreign 
market !  The  history  of  our  duty  laws,  since  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution,  shows  that  the  aid 
of  the  tariff  has  been  constantly  asked  by  the  man- 
ufacturers, and  never  given  back.  The  duty  on 
cotton  goods,  which,  in  1790,  was  five  per  cent., 
in  1798  and  1800  became  12^ ;  in  1804,  by  the 
Mediterranean  duty,  15;  in  1816  and  1818,  after 
the  war  duties  were  at  an  end,  25  per  cent,  with 
a  minimum  valuation  of  25  cents  the  square  yard  ; 
and  now,  the  proposition  is  to  impose  a  duty  of  25 
per  cent,  with  a  minimum  valuation  of  35  cents 
the  square  yard.  Certainly  this  has  not  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  temporary  arrangement,  to  give 
American  manufactures  the  opportunity  for  devel- 
opment. When  have  the  manufacturers,  here  or 
m  England,  been  contented,  or  able  to  part  with 
a  bounty  which  the  law  has  once  given  them  ? 

Your  memorialists  are  also  unable  to  compre- 
hend how  the  country  is  to  be  benefited  bv  enti- 
cing into  manufactures  that  capital  which  it  is 
said  now  lies  unemployed.  What  difference  is  it 
to  the  country,  whether  the  capital  lies  unem- 
ployed, or  Its  employment  is  paid  for  by  an  addi- 
tional charge  upon  the  consumer?  It  it  is  un- 
employed, the  capitalist  bears  the  loss:  if  it  is 
employed  in  manufactures,  which  are  sold  at  an 
enhanced  price,  the  consumer  bears  the  loss.  In 
the  one  case,  the  capitalist  loses  his  interest ;  in  the 
other,  the  consumer  pays  it,  by  paying  just  so 
mttch  more  than  he  would  have  paid  if  the  capital 
had  been  unemployed,  and  he  had  purchased  at  a 


foreign  market.  The  country  is  in  no  respect  a 
gainer  by  the  employment.  It  is  not  intended  by 
your  memorialists  to  say  that  there  is  not  much 
unemployed  capital  in  the  country.  Much  of  it, 
however,  is  of  a  kind  that  cannot  be  converted 
into  manufactures,  and  that  part  which  can,  can 
only  be  converted  by  that  slow  and  healthful  ab- 
sorption which  is  made  from  day  to  day,  in  a  sys- 
tem that  is  left  to  the  care  of  nature. 

But,  if  manufactures  are  to  attract  to  them- 
selves the  capital  which  now  lies  unemployed, 
your  memorialists  would  ask  what  is  to  be  the 
fate  of  that  capital  now  employed  in  commerce, 
and  which  the  tariff  is  to  displace?  It  certainly 
is  not  within  the  contemplated  effects  of  the  tar- 
iff to  increase  the  consumption  of  manufactures 
bv  increasing  their  price.  The  quantity  will,  at 
all  events,  be  no  greater  than  heretofore  ;  and,  if 
this  shall  be  the  case,  what  the  new  manufactures 
take  up,  the  present  commerce  must  give  out, 
with  this  advantage,  that  much  of  what  it  gives 
out  must  be  lost,  because  it  cannot  be  converted 
into  any  thing  else. 

So  plain  are  these  consequences,  in  the  appre- 
'  hension  of  your  memorialists,  that  they  cannot 
but  presume  they  are  in  the  contemplation  of  those 
who  espouse  the  new  tariff,  and  that  it  is  intend- 
ed, by  this  portentous  bill,  to  change  the  relations 
of  the  United  States  with  the  whole  world  ;  to 
compel  her  to  manufacture  all  she  consumes  ;  to 
depend  for  nothing  upon  a  foreign  country,  which 
it  IS  physically  possible  for  her  to  make,  and  to 
withdraw  her  sanction  from  those  mutual  rela- 
tions of  dependence  and  exchange,  upon  which 
the  refinement  and  the  happiness  of  the  world 
have  been  heretofore  supposed  to  depend.  If  this 
shall  be  the  work  of  the  nation,  acting  without 
the  control  or  guidance  of  the  law,  it  may  then 
be  inferred  to  be  the  best  thing  for  the  nation  ; 
but,  under  the  control  of  the  law,  your  memorial- 
ists confidently  believe  that  this  effect  will  never 
be  produced. 

They  cannot  believe  that  commerce  and  agri- 
culture are  to  sink  into  insignificance,  and  that 
manufactures,  like  Aaron's  rod,  are  to  swallow 
them  both  up. 

If  this  unsocial  independence  is  to  become  the 
idol  of  the  United  States,  it  is  worthy  of  consid- 
eration how  far  foreign  Powers,  and  particularly 
Great  Britain,  may  think  it  expedient  to  practice 
upon  the  same  principle.  If  we  take  nothing 
from  her,  she  may  take  nothing  from  us.  She 
will  certainly  take  nothing  from  us  if  she  can 
obtain  the  same  thing  from  her  own  colonies,  or 
from  a  friend  that  will,  at  the  same  lime,  become 
a  customer.  If  the  cottons  of  the  United  States 
average  half  a  million  of  hags  annually,  beyond 
the  domestic  consumption,  bringing  to  the  culti- 
vator upwards  of  twenty  millions  of  dollars,  at 
low  prices;  if  not  more  than  fifty  thousand  bales 
are  returned  upon  us  in  manufactured  goods,  from 
all  the  world  ;  if  our  tobacco  amounts  to  nearly 
one  hundred  ^thousand  hogsheads,  beyond  domes- 
tic consumption,  producing  to  the  grower  eight  or 
nine  millions  of  dollars  ;  if  the  returns  for  these 
values,  now  made  in  foreign  fabrics,  are  not  to 
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come  herealter  in  that  shape,  the  United  States 

must    prepare   not   to   see   them    come   at   all. 

They  must  prepare  to  see  the  East  Indies,  the 
Black  Sea.  every  quarter  of  the  habitable  globe, 
stimulated  by  bounty  to  itself,  and  by  restriction 
upon  us,  to  take  our  place  in  the  markets  of  Eu- 
rope, and  to  leave  these  commodities  upon  our 
hands;  to  leave  in  our  docks,  to  perish,  the  two 
hundred  thousand  tons  of  shipping  employed  in 
their  carriage;  to  lose  the  six  or  seven  millions 
of  dollars  of  freight  which  they  earn  ;  to  turn  over 
to  beggary  the  ten  thousand  seamen  employed  in 
their  navigation  ;  and  the  ship-builders,  boat- 
builders,  blacksmiths,  sailmaker.*!,  ropemakers,  rig- 
gers, caulkers,  joiners,  and  other  artisans,  em- 
ployed in  their  construction.  This  day  of  down- 
fall to  the  United  States  your  memorialists  do  not 
anticipate ;  but  it  is  because  they  do  not  anticipate 
the  success  of  that  fwlicy  which  seems  to  lie  at 
the  foundation  of  the  new  tariff. 

At  the  conclusion  of  these  evils,  your  memorial- 
ists do  not  hesitate  to  mention  the  moral  effect  of 
the  proposed  tariff,  as  not  being  among  the  least 
of  its  disastrous  tendencies  to  this  community.  It 
is  unquestionably  true,  that  so  wisely,  for  the  most 
part,  have  the  Legislature  of  the  Union  propor- 
tioned the  duties  of  the  ability  of  fair  trade,  that 
in  no  nation  upon  earth  is  there  less  evasion  of  the 
law  by  smuggling.  Yet,  a  coast  and  country 
better  adapted  for  it  are  not  to  be  found  ;  and  ef- 
fectually to  prevent  it  would  require  the  super- 
vision of  a  line  of  frontier  amounting  to  more 
than  three  thousand  miles.  Man  is,  unhappily, 
such  as  circumstances  make  him  ;  and  there  is  a 
bounty  under  which  crimes  will  flourish,  as  well 
as  manulactuies.  Far  less  than  the  duties  of  the 
proposed  tarilF  would,  it  is  apprehended,  give  a 
munificent  reward  to  the  smuggler.  Spain  was, 
and  is,  a  country  of  prohibitions,  of  restrictive  du- 
ties, and  monopolies.  According  to  Bourgoanne, 
the  Government  lo'^t,  by  smuggling,  seventy  per 
cent,  of  Its  imposts;  and,  notwithstanding  the 
immense  numbers  employed  to  guard  the  revenue, 
a  single-  neighboring  nation  carried  on  a  contra- 
band trade  with  that  country  to  the  enormous 
value  of  twenty  millions  of  piastres  annually. 

In  the  late  war  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain,  short  as  it  was,  and  with  but  little 
time  for  the  preparations  which  unlawful  trade 
requires,  even  more  than  lawful,  the  introduction 
of  contraband  goods,  from  the  Canada  frontier,  was 
open,  notorious,  aud  daring,  notwithstanding  it 
united  almost  the  guilt  of  treason  with  that  of 
smuggling.  Your  honorable  bodies  cannot  but 
know  liow  dangerous  it  is  to  enlist  even  a  preju- 
dice, if  it  be  a  general  one,  in  favor  of  a  violation 
of  law;  and  how  vain  it  is  to  legislate  against 
the  habits,  the  interests,  and  particularly  the  pas- 
sions, of  a  large  body  of  people. 

Your  memorialists  cannot  conclude,  without 
submitting  to  Congress,  that  some  of  the  provis- 
ions of  the  bill  referred  to,  seem  as  if  directly 
aimed  at  the  existence  of  foreign  commerce,  by 
striking  at  its  most  important  element — that  of 
ship-building — as  it  raises  the  duly  on  Ibreign 
hemp  from  thirty  dollars  per  ton,  to  two  cents  per 


pound  ;  and,  consequently,  the  increased  price  of 
cordage  will  fall  on  the  builder  of  ships,  without 
a  collateral  ad  van  tage  to  any  one.  These  charges, 
with  the  duties  on  duck,  iron,  chain  cables,  and 
ship-chandlery,  are  estimated  to  enhance  the  cost 
of  building  a  ship  of  three  hundred  tons,  from  the 
sum  of  six  hundred  to  one  thousand  dollars.  The 
rt(d  effect  of  many  of  the  provisions  of  the  bill  is, 
moreover,  different  from  the  apparent  one;  many 
calculations  have  been  made  to  show  this.  Du- 
ties on  woollen  and  cotton  goods,  which  are  nomi- 
nally thirty  and  twenty-five  per  cent,  extend  froni 
those  duties  to  upwards  of  one  hundred  percent.; 
and  the  cheaper  the  article  is  abroad,  the  heavier 
IS  the  duty.  The  operation  of  the  law  must,  con- 
sequently, fall  with  most  severity  on  the  poorer 
classes,  who  will  pay  a  duty  of  from  thirty  to  one 
hundred  per  cent.,  and  more,  on  their  coarse  cot- 
tons and  woollens,  while  the  rich  will  pay  the 
uniform  duty  of  twenty-five  and  thirty  per  cent, 
on  their  finest  cotton  fabrics  and  broadcloths. 

To  the  principle  of  the  law  your  memorialists 
are,  however,  more  opposed,  than  to  its  details.  It 
seems  to  them  to  be  a  political  theory,  under  the 
name  of  a  duty  bill ;  and  that  a  theory,  which 
both  argument  and  experience  have  exploded — the 
theory,  that  Government  knows  better  than  aa 
individual  what  is  good  for  him,  and  can  better 
employ  his  skill,  his  labor,  and  his  capital ;  that 
it  is  wiser,  and  more  economical,  to  buy  dear 
of  our  own  people,  than  cheap  of  foreigners ;  and 
that  it  is  competent,  in  these  times,  for  a  nation 
to  grow  wealthy  and  happy,  with  her  gates  open- 
ing Outwards  to  sell  every  thing,  but  to  buy  no- 
thing. 

Your  memorialists,  therefore,  respectfully  pray 
that  Congress  will  not  pass  the  tariff  bill  into  a 
law. 

By  order  of  the  Chamber, 

ROB'T  RALSTON,  PresH. 
Attest : 

JOHN  VAUGHAN,  Sec'ry. 
Philadelphia,  Februari/ 23,  1824. 


REMONSTRANCE 

Of  the  Oiamhtr  of  Coniwerce  of  Neic  Haven,  againat 
the  Tariff  BiU.—Febntart/  27,  1824. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  in  Congress  assembled  : 

The  memorial  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of 
New  Haven,  in  the  State  of  Connecticut,  respect- 
fully showeth : 

That,  being  impressed  with  a  deliberate  and 
decided  conviction  that  the  bill,  now  pending  be- 
fore Congress,  proposing  a  great  increase  of  duties 
on  foreign  imports,  if  passed  into  a  law,  will  be 
productive  of  consequences  extremely  injurious  to 
the  best  interests  of  the  community,  your  memo- 
rialists cannot  but  view  the  manner  in  which  this 
measure  is  pressed  upon  the  attention  of  Congress 
with  much  surprise  and  regret. 

Notwithstanding  the  great  show  of  petitions 
from  particular  districts,  and  the  excitement  raised 
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by  the  great  efforts  of  some  ardent  individuals,  we 
are  fully  persuaded  that  a  large  majority  of  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States  is  decidedly  opposed 
Co  an  increase  of  duties  on  foreign  imports. 

Your  memorialists  are  sincere  advocates  for  the 
encouragement,  protection,  and  support,  of  our 
own  domestic  manufactures.  At  the  same  time, 
we  believe  that  the  body  politic,  in  order  to  be 
sound  and  healthy,  must  possess  all  its  members 
in  full  vigor;  that  agriculture  and  manufactures 
cannot  say  to  commerce:  "we  have  no  need  of 
thee  in  disposing  of  our  products  ;"  and  that  noth- 
ing can  be  more  inconsistent  than  for  commerce 
to  claim  an  existence  independent  of  agriculture 
and  manufactures.  We  believe  that  th'e  interest 
of  neither  of  these  cin  flourish,  in  this  country, 
without  the  aid  of  the  other  two  ;  that  these  three 
great  sources  of  the  wealth  of  nations  must  grow 


up  together,  and  with  the  growth  of  the  nation. 
The  oak  which  constitutes  a  ship's  keel,  derived 
its  existence  from   an  acorn;  and   no  substitute 
can  be  found  for  the  time  that  necessarily  elapsed 
between  its  first  germination  and  the  period  of  its 
maturity.     So  it  is  in  relation  to  manufactures. 
A  portion  of  time,  equal  to  the   lapse  of  several 
generations,  is  inseparable  for  their  general,  suc- 
cessful, and  parmanent  establishment,  in  any  coun- 
try.    No  regulations  of  Government;  no  amount 
of  capital  employed  can  obviate  the  necessity  of 
its  beiug  a  work  of  progression.     Any  attempt  to 
build  up  manufactures,  suddenly,  must  fail;  and, 
although  the  attempt  may  subject  the  whole  com- 
munity to  much  embarrassment  and  inconveni- 
ence, there  is  no  class  of  citizens  that  will  suffer 
so  severely,  by  such  failure,  as  the  manufacturers 
themselves. 

But,  waiving  the  many,  and,  as  we  believe,  un- 
answerable objections,  to  the  principle  of  the  bill, 
your  memorialists  beg  leave,  respectfully,  to  state' ' 
that,  in  their  view,  the  high  specific  duties  pro- 
posed to  be  laid  on  some  articles,  will  operate 
unequally,  and  therefore  unjustly.  Among  these 
may  be  mentioned  the  proposed  specific"  duty, 
amounting  to  more  than  forty  per  cent.,  on  bar 
iron,  an  article  on  which  we  consider  the  duty, 
already  imposed,  to  be  altogether  too  high,  and 
one  which  we  believe  produces  a  positive'injury 
to  agriculture,  commerce,  and  manufactures. 

About  thirty  thousand  tons  of  bar  iron  are  an- 
nually imported  into  the  United  Stales.  A  large 
proportion  of  this  iron  is  used  and  consumed  in 
the  Northern  States,  including  New  England  and 
the  State  of  New  York.  The  agriculture  of  this 
section  of  the  country  demands  a  large  and  con- 
stant supply  of  iron.  Ai  least  ten  times  as  much 
iron  is  made  use  of  in  cultivating  a  given  quantity 
of  land  in  New  England,  as  is  used  in  the  culti- 
vation of  the  same  quantity  of  land  in  the  South- 
ern Atlantic  States.  The  implements  of  the 
Northern  farmer  are  chiefly  of  domestic  manufac- 
ture, but  are,  to  a  great  extent,  made  of  foreign 
iron,  and  must,  of  necessity,  continue  to  be  made 
of  foreign  iron,  even  if  the  proposed  duty  should 
be  laid,  the  iron  from  Russia  and  Sweden  beincr 
better  adapted  to  this  purpose  than  that  which  is 
made  m  this  country.     The  Middle  States  manu- 


facture iron    for   themselves,   and   some  for   the 
States  to  the  South. 

Thetiringand  ironing  of  carts,  wagons,  ploughs, 

and  harrows,  of  the  Northern  farmer,  his  chains, 

'  hoes,  shovels,  spades,  scythes,  Ac.  are  made  mostly 

I  of  foreign  iron.     He  cannot  move  in  Winter,  and 

!  no  considerable  distance  in  Summer,  unless  his 

horses  and  oxen  are  shod  with  iron,  and  corked 

I  with  steel.     The  quantity  of  foreign  iron  used  in 

the  single  item  of  shoeing  horses  and  oxen,  in  this 

j  section  of  the  country,  is  not  inconsiderable.     Is 

it  not,  then,  unequal  and  unjust,  that  the  Northern 

I  farmer  should  pay  such  an  enormous  tax  on  iron, 

I  which  is  to  him  an  article  of  first  necessity. 

Much  of  the  foreign   iron,   imported   into  the 
United  States,  is  used  in  the  construction  of  ma- 
Ichinery,  and  in  the   manufacture  of  nails.     Bar 
i  iron   is  emphatically   a   raw  material    to  almost 
J  every  other  manufacturer,   except   the   maker  of 
;  bar  iron.     Iron  and  steel  are  the  chief  materials 
;  used  in  all  manufactures  of  hardware,  and  in  fab- 
ricating  the  implements  used   in   all   mechanical 
]  employments.     These  metals  are  principally  used, 
j  and  are,  incomparably,  more  expensive  than  all 
:  other  materials  which  are  made  use  of  in  erecting 
the  machinery  employed  in  manufacturing  cotton 
and  woollen   goods.     In   short,   almost  ail   tools, 
and  a  great  proportion  of  all  machinery,  are  made 
of  these  metals.     Encourage  other  manufactures, 
by  affording  to  every  part  of  the  country  the  greatest 
facility  in  obtaining  bar  iron,  and  you  will  create 
a  demand  for  bar  iron;  but  discourage  other  man- 
ufactures, by  making  bar  iron   scarce  and   dear, 
and  you  will,  in  a  great  degree,  destroy  the  de- 
mand for  bar  iron  itself. 

A  very  considerable  portion  of  the  foreign  iron 
brought  into  this  country  is  used  in  ship-building. 
If  such  duties  are  imposed  on  iron  and  hemp,  as 
will  cause  the.se  articles  to  cost  nearly  twice  as 
much  in  this  country  as  they  cost  in  other  coun- 
tries, how  is  the  American  merchant  to  compete 
with  the  merchants  of  other  countries,  in  building 
and  navigating  ships,  the  former  discriminating 
duty  on  foreign  tonnage  being  almost  entirely 
abolished? 

In  answer  to  all  this,  the  wealthy  proprietors 
of  the  iron  mines  in  the  interior  of  Pennsylvania 
will  reply,  and  say— indeed,  they  have  already 
said— "Let  the  New  England  people  come  to  us 
for  iron  to  shoe  their  horses,  build  their  ships,  and 
carry  on  their  manufactures.  We  own  ore  enough 
to  make  a  sufficiency  of  iron  to  supply  all  Amer- 
ica, and  it  is  a  shame  that  it  should  lie  dormant. 
We  want  an  income  from  it.  We  will  sell  them 
as  much  ore  for  fifteen  or  twenty  dollars  as  will 
make  a  ton  of  iron,  provided  they  will  come  and 
dig  It  out  of  the  earth  and  refine  it.  Let  the  East- 
ern people  come  here  and  make  their  iron,  or 
empluy  somebody  to  do  it.  We  have  a  fine  pro- 
ductive soil,  also,  and  can  supply  them  with  pro- 
visions while  they  are  thus  employed.  In  this 
way,  a  market  will  be  created  at  home  for  our  sur- 
plus produce,  and  we  shall  then  be  rich  and  inde- 
pendent. Then  money  will  not  be  sent  out  of  the 
country  to  purchase  foreign  iron,  and  encourage 
foreign   manufactures."     This  the  proprietor  of 
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the  iron  mines,  in  the  interior  of  Pennsylvania 
calls  "a  plain  practical  view  of  things  as  they 
should  be:'  In  reply  to  which,  your  memorialists 
respectfully  ask  permission  to  present  a  concise 
yiew  of  things  as  they  are. 

In  the  first  place,  money,  to  any  considerable 
amount,  is  not  sent  out  of  the  country  to  purchase 
iron.     Ships  employed  in  the  Russian  trade  take 
from  the  United  States  to  different  ports  in  Eu- 
rope fish,  rice,  and  the  cheaper  kinds  of  ardent 
spirits — such  as  New  England  rum,  whiskey,  &c. 
and  bring  back  cargoes  of  hemp  and  iron.     Thus 
the  labor  of  the  fisherman  results  in  the  produc- 
tion of  the  substantial  article  of  bar  iron  ;  and,  in 
this  way,  a  given  quantum  of  labor  produces'  to 
the  country  a  much  larger  quantity  of  iron  than 
could  be  produced  by  the  same  quantum  of  labor, 
applied  directly  to  working  the  ores  of  our  own 
country.     Suppose  the  fisherman  to  be  equally  as 
skilful  and  expert  in  making  bar  iron  as  tie  is  in 
taking  fish;  even  in  that  case  he  could  catch  as 
many  fish  in  one  day  as  would  pay  a  Russian  or 
a  Swede  for  as  much  iron   as  he  could  himself 
make  in  three  days.     Under  these  circumstances, 
can  it  be  a  wise  regulation  which  shall  compel 
the  fisherman  to  relinquish  his  occupation,  and  go 
to  making  iron  in  Pennsylvania,  in  order  that  he 
may  drink  up  the  surplus  whiskey  which  is  made 
there,  instead  of  exchanging  whiskey  and  fish  for 
iron  and  hemp  ;  especially  when  it  is  considered 
that  the  exchange  will  produce  to  the  country  at 
least  three  times  the  quantity  of  iron  that  could 
be  produced  by  the  labor  of  the  fisherman,  aided 
by  the  strength  of  the  whiskey  ? 

The  beneficent  Creator  has  wisely  placed  mines 
of  iron  ore  in  the  interior  of  Pennsylvania,  which 
were  undoubtedly  designed  for  the  supply  of  the 
inhabitants  there;  but  it  would  be  unreasonable 
and  unjust  to  compel  the  inhabitants  of  other 
distant  States  to  go  there  for  a  supply  of  iron, 
when  at  the  same  time  they  have  a  much  cheaper 
and  more  convenient  resource.  The  same  kind 
Providence  who  gave  iron  ore  to  the  interior  of 
Pennsylvania,  supplies  the  Eastern  waters  with 
fish;  and  commerce,  though  it  may  not  possess 
the  full  power  of  the  philosopher's  stone,  of  turn- 
ing every  thing  into  gold,  has  the  power  of  con- 
verting fish  and  whiskey  into  iron,  which  is  a 
much  more  useful  metal  to  mankind  than  gold 
itself.  * 

One  feature  in  the  bill  now  before  Congress, 
which  we  think  particularly  unhappy,  is  the  tax 
of  six  cents  a  bushel  on  coal.  About  one  million 
of  bushels  of  coal  are  annually  imported  into  the 
United  States,  and  the  present  duty  of  five  cents 
a  bushel  pays  into  the  Treasury  about  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars.  A  tax  upon  coal  raises  the  price  of 
fuel  in  all  our  seaports.  As  fuel  is  consumed  in 
very  many  of  the  manufactories  of  our  country, 
and  in  every  family,  it  seems  to  be  consistent  with 
good  policy,  and  with  a  sincere  desire  to  promote 
the  prosperity  of  our  manufacturing  establish- 
ments, that  it  should  be  as  cheap  as  possible.  The 
inhabitants  living  on  the  whole  seacoast  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  a  considerable  distance  in 
the  interior;  all  those  who  live  in  the  vicinity  of 


our  nayigable  rivers;  and  many  who  are  concerned 

in   manufactories  where   fuel   is  consumed, are 

interested  in  having  coal  free  from  duty.  To  the 
ship-owner  it  is  a  subject  of  much  importance  that 
coal  should  be  free  from  duty.  Our  ships  are  sent 
to  Great  Britain  with  the  products  of  our  soil, 
whicli  are  much  more  bulky  than  the  manufac- 
tures which  we  receive  in  exchange;  of  course, 
many  vessels  must  return  empty  or  in  ballast.  If 
they  can  take  in  cargoes  of  coal  and  obtain  a 
small  profit,  that  useful  article  will  be  brought, 
instead  of  ballasting  the  ships  with  sand  or  stone! 
Hence,  was  coal  admitted  free  from  duty,  much 
larger  quantities  would  be  brought  into  the  coun- 
try, and  the  ship-owner  would  be  enabled  to  make 
a  small  freight  on  his  return  cargo,  when  he  could 
not  obtain  goods  with  which  to  load  his  vessel. 
But,  notwithstanding  these  reasons,  it  is  taxed. 
We  cannot  conceive  that  any  one  is  benefited  by 
taxing  it,  unless  it  be  a  few  individuals — perhaps 
from  ten  to  twenty — who  own  coal-pits  near  the 
tide-waters.  We  would  ask,  is  it  wise,  is  it  just, 
that  the  whole  population  of  our  seacoast,  and 
many  of  our  ship-owners,  should  be  laid  under 
contribution  for  the  benefit  of  a  few  persons? 

It  has  generally  been  considered  that  the  own- 
ers of  our  manufacturing  establishments,  in  order 
to  be  prosperous,  must  be  able  to  purchase  the 
raw  material,  which  they  work  up  at  a  low  price. 
One  article  mentioned  in  the  new  tariff,  now  be- 
fore Congress,  as  a  proper  object  of  taxation,  is 
wool;  and  on  this  it  is  proposed  to  lay  a  tax,  after 
the  1st  of  June,  1827,  of  fifty  per  cent.  Now,  as 
our  country  does  not  furnish  sufl^cient  quantities 
of  wool  to  supply  our  own  consumption,  we  are 
at  a  loss  to  discern  how  a  duly  of  fifty  per  cent, 
on  that  raw  material  is  to  increase  the  prosperity 
of  our  manufactories. 

VVe  have  mentioned  these  particular  articles  m 
the  proposed  tariff,  not  because  they  are  the  only 
ones  on  which  a  tax  is  objectionable,  or  because 
the  absurdity  of  laying  a  heavy  duty  is  more 
apparent  on  these  than  on  others',  but  merely  be- 
cause we  thought  it  neces.sary  to  specify  some  ievf, 
in  order  to  show  that  our  objections  to  the  pro- 
posed law  were  well  founded. 

It  has  often  been  said,  and  said  with  truth,  that 
the  merchants  of  this  country  have  been  very  fair 
and  honorable  in  their  dealings  with  the  Govern- 
ment: they  have  entered  their  goods  honestly, 
and  discountenanced  smuggling.  But,  if  the  pro- 
posed tariff  is  adopted,  such  heavy  duties  will  be 
laid  on  some  articles,  that  there  is  great  reason  to 
fear  that  unprincipled  men,  for  the  sake  of  the 
great  gain  held  out  to  them,  will  be  induced  to 
smuggle  their  goods  as  a  common  thing;  and,  in 
this  case,  in  order  to  effect  the  execution  of  the 
laws,  a  little  army  of  custom-house  officers  will 
be  required  on  our  extensive  seaboard,  to  the  great 
injury  of  the  revenue  of  the  country. 

Your  memorialists  have  full  confidence  that  the 
commerce  of  the  United  Slates,  if  placed  under  a 
few  simple  regulations,  will  flourish  and  increase; 
and  if  commerce  prospers,  the  agricultural  and 
manufacturing  interests  will  regularly  advance  and 
strengthen  ;  but  if  new  tariffs  are  proposed  every 
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year  or  two,  and  our  commerce  is  hampered  by 
heavy  duties,  they  fear  that,  although  our'naliou 
in  its  youth  has  been  athletic  and  vigorous,  it 
will  soon  be  hurried  to  a  premature  old  age.  If 
the  plan  of  altering  and  increasing  the  duties 
every  year  or  two  is  continued,  they  fear  the  next 
step  will  be,  to  grant  monopolies  to  individuals; 
a  system  fraught  onlv  with  mischief,  and  under 
which  a  considerable  portion  of  Europe  has 
groaned  for  centuries. 

With  these  views,  your  memorialists  take  the  , 
liberty  to  remonstrate  against  the  new  tariff,  which  I 
has  been  proposed  to  your  honorable  body;  and 
ihey  pray  that  it  may  never  be  adopted  as  a  law  ■ 
of  the  land. 

By  order  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce, 

G.  TOTTEN,  Prtsident. 
T.  DWIGHT,  Secretary. 

New  Haven,  February  24,  1S24. 


of  the  city  of  Savannah,  and  its  vicinity,  was  held 
at  the  Exchange,  this  day,  in  conformity  with  the 
adjournment  from  Monday  last,  to  receive  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  me- 
morial to  Congress,  remonstrating  against  the 
passage  of  the  law  proposing  a  new  Uriff.  The 
committee  attended  accordingly,  and  reported  a 
memorial  to  the  meeting:   Whereupon,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  memorial  be  accepted  and 
approved  of,  and  that  the  same  be  forwarded,  at  as 
early  a  day  as  possible,  to  our  Senators  and  Rep- 
resentatives in  Congress;  the  same  to  be  signed 
by  the  committee,  and  countersigned  by  the  chair- 
man and  secretary. 

W.  B.  BULLOCH,  Chairman. 

Wm.  Gaston,  Secretary. 


MEMORIAL 

0/  George  Jones,-  and  others,  praying  tluU  no  addition 

may  be  made  to  the  existing  Tariff. — March  3, 1824. 
Savannah,  Ftbnuiry  9, 1824. 

At  a  large  and  respectable  meeting  of  the  mer- 
chants, planters,  and  citizens,  of  the  city  of  Sa- 
vannah, held  this  day,  at  eleven  o'clock,  at  the 
Exchange,  convened  in  pursuance  of  public  notice, 
to  take  into  consideration  the  propriety  of  sending 
a  remonstrance  to  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  now  in  session,  against  the  new  tariff  bill, 
William  B.  Bullock,  Esq.,  was  called  to  the  chair, 
and  William  Gaston  appointed  secretary.  The 
following  resolutions  were  unanimou>ly  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  Chairman  appoint  a  com- 
mittee of  seven,  to  form  a  memorial  to  Congress, 
remonstrating  against  the  passage  of  the  law  pro- 
posing a  new  tariff,  and  now  before  that  body, 
and  that  the  said  committee  have  the  memorial 
ready  for  the  signature  of  the  citizens  of  this  com- 
munity, on  Thursday  next,  at  eleven  o'clock,  A. 
M.,  and  that  their  attendance  be  requested  at  that 
period,  to  subscribe  the  same  accordingly.  The 
following  gentlemen  were  appointed  that  commit- 
tee :  Judge  Jones,  General  Harden,  B.  Burroughs, 
Alexander  Telfair,  Doctor  Daniel!,  Joseph  Gum- 
ming, and  Thomas  Yount^. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed 
by  the  chairman,  to  correspond  with  the  interior 
towns  of  Georgia,  communicating  to  their  citizens 
the  proceedings  in  this  place,  and  soliciting  a  co- 
^  operation  in  the  proposed  remonstrance  to  Con- 
gress. The  following  were  appointed  by  the 
chairman,  to  be  a  committee:  Judge  Wayne  S. 
B.  Parkman,  G.  B.  Gumming.  ' 

Resolved,  That  this  meeting  be  now  adjourned 
to  Thursday  next,  at  11  o'clock,  A.  M. ;  to  be  held 
in  the  Exchange  long  room. 

W.  B.  BULLOCH,  Chairman. 
v\  M.  GastoNj  Secretary. 


Savannah,  Fth-uary  12,  1824. 
A  meeiingofthe  merchants,  planters,  and  others, 


To  the  honordftle  (he  Senate  awl  the  House  of  Rtpresen- 
tativ<s  of  the  Cotigress  of  the  United  States  : 

The  memorial  of  the  undersigned  citizens  of 
Georgia,  residents  in  the  city  of  Savannah,  and 
county  of  Chatham,  is  respectfully  submitted  to 
your  honorable  body  ;  in  which  we  beg  leave  to 
j  represent  our  objections  to  a  "  Bill  to  amend  the 
I  several  acts  for  imposing  duties  on  imports,"'  as 
reported  by  the  Committee  of  Manufactures,  at  the 
present  session  of  Congress. 

We  believe  an  increase  of  the  Uriff,  on  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  bill  referred  to,  will  be  oppressive  to 
the  great  agricultural  interests  of  the  Union ;  in- 
jurious to  the  commercial  prosperity  of  the  nation, 
.  in  Its  operation  on  every  class  of  society,  ihrough- 
'  out  the  whole  Republic;  and  of  doubtful  eventual 
advantage  to  the  small  proportion  intended  to  be 
benefited. 
I      Your  memorialists  have  ever  felt  that  the  policy 
of  our  Government  was,  to  afford  to  the  consumers 
of  the  country  the  means  of  supplying  their  wants 
in  the  cheapest  mode,  whether  the  articles  required 
,  are  the  products  of  foreign  or  domestic  labor.     If 
the  domestic   manufacturer  can  come  into  equal 
competition  with  the  foreign,  he  must  trust  to  the 
national  feeling  in  his  favor  to  insure  him  a  pre- 
ference.    But,   if  the  workshops  of  Europe  can 
can  furnish  the  consumer  at  a  lower  rate,  shall  he 
be  compelled  to  purchase  of  the  home  manufacturer 
because  he  has  not  the  talent,  the  skill,  or  enter- 
prise, to  compete  with  the  loreign  ?     Who,  there- 
fore, seeks  from  the  Government  a  bounty,  at  the 
expense  of  the  great  body  of  the  people  1 ' 

The  cotton,  rice,  tobacco,  flour,  dec,  produced 
by  agricultural  labor,  contend  with  the  growth  of 
other  countries  ;  and  to  us  there  appears  no  good 
reason  that  our  manufactures  should  be  exempted 
from  the  ordinary  laws  of  trade,  by  receiving  the 
.  benefits  of  the  exclusion  of  foreign  articles,  which 
;  gives  them  the  advantages  of  monopoly. 

The  power  of  Congress  to  "lay  and  collect  taxes, 
duties,  imposts,  and  excises,"  does  not,  in  the 
opinion  ol  your  memorialists,  delegate  the  right  to 
lay  duties  and  imposts  in  such  an  oppressive  form 
as  to  make  a  resort  to  taxes  and  excises  the  neces- 
sary consequence  ;  nor  is  the  power  given  to  levy 
them  in  such  a  manner,  as  to  operate  as  a  bounty 
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to  an  inconsiderable  few,  to  the  injury  of  all  the 
other  interests  of  the  Republic. 

Your  memorialists  believe  that  the  systems  of 
monopolies  and  excessive  imposts,  long  maintained 
by  usage,  bad  their  origin  in  the  ignorance,  the 
struggles,  and  jealousies,  of  remote  times;  and 
such  a  state  of  aflfairs  has  been  produced,  that 
change  is  considered  difficult,  or  impossible;  and 
adherence  to  them  the  safest  course.  But  in  this 
country,  this  system  of  legislation,  intended  to 
benefit  the  few,  and  impoverish  the  larger  proper- 
portion,  has  been  found  contrary  to  the  spirit  of 
our  institutions,  and,  therefore,  to  the  interests  of 
the  great  body  of  the  people ;  and  we  have  acted 
on  another,  which  has  operated  to  produce  a  gen- 
eral distribution  of  wealth  ;  and  our  past  prosperity, 
and  rapid  growth,  furnish  the  most  unequivocal 
proofs  of  Its  excellence.  Your  memorialists  con- 
jure you  not  to  depart  from  it. 

Your  memorialists  know  that  the  profits  of  ag- 
riculture are  small ;  yet,  if  the  bill  to  increase  the 
tariff  prevail,  that  interest  will  be  called  on  to 
pay,  in  the  form  of  a  bounty  to  the  manufacturer, 
the  duty  which  it  nows  pays  to  the  Government ; 
withdraw  this  duty  from  the  Treasury  of  the 
Union,  and  the  inevitable  consequences  are,  a 
failure  to  meet  the  annual  expenses  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  a  resort  to  direct  taxation.  We 
contend^  that  the  loss  vastly  outweighs  the  present 
proposed  advantage.  In  the  present  state  of  com- 
merce aiid  agriculture,  their  interests  are  insepa- 
rable, and  a  measure  injurious  to  one,  will  materi- 
ally affect  the  prosperity  of  the  other.  Cut  off 
from  foreign  nations  the  privilege  of  exchanging 
commodities  wiih  us,  and  you  lessen  the  demand 
for  the  raw  materials  of  agriculture,  and  you  in- 
jure the  commerce  depending  on  it,  and  abstract 
from  both  the  ability  to  bear  the  public  burdens. 
Our  commerce  has,  hitherto,  with  untrammelled 
energy,  visited  every  portion  of  the  earth,  estab- 
lished our  name  amoug  distant  nations,  and  sup- 
ported and  nourished  our  seamen,  from  whom  we 
derive  much  of  our  wealth,  and  the  larger  part 
of  our  distinction  as  a  nation.  We  apprehend 
the  spirit  of  the  system  proposed  for  encouraging 
manufactures,  will  exchange  our  seamen  for  the 
sickly  unmanly  population  of  manufactories. 

Your  memorialists  believe  the  increased  and  in- 
creasing duties  proposed  by  the  tariff  will  produce 
measures  of  retaliation  on  the  part  of  foreign  Gov- 
ernments, by  the  imposition  of  additional  imposts, 
on  American  cottons,  and  they  will  look  to  other 
countries  for  their  supplies,  where  exchanges  of 
commodities  can  take  place.  This  important 
staple  of  the  South  must  be  lessened,  and  the  cap- 
ital employed  in  it  by  agriculture  and  commerce 
directed  to  other  objects,  or  large  supplies  remain 
on  our  hands,  unconsumed  by  the  manufacturers 
of  this  country  ;  and  further,  the  profits  of  man- 
ufactures, fostered  as  proposed  by  this  bill,  pre- 
sent the  prospect  of  profitable  investment  to  those 
capitalists  who  shall  first  embark  in  the  business. 
Tlie  example  of  these  will  be  followed  by  others, 
and  allurements  will  be  held  out,  and  the  way 
opened  for  that  wild  speculation  which  the  enter- 
prising character  of  the  nation  is  too  prone  to 


yield  to.     Thus,  your  memorialists  believe,  that, 
by  the  rapid  investment  of  capital  in  manufac- 
tures, a  home  competition  will  be  produced,  more 
dangerous  in  its  consequences  to  manufactories 
already   established    than    foreign   rivalship,   re- 
strained by  moderate  duties. 
I       The  Southern   States  cannot  participate  the 
I  benefits  or  profits  of  manufacturing,  being  agri- 
:  cultural  and  commercial ;  and,  for  our  own  sec- 
tion of  this  State,  and  in  behalf  of  the  known  in- 
i  terests  of  all  the  other  districts,  we,  with  the  other 
;  nine  millions  not  engaged  in  manufactures,  de- 
mand an  exemption  from  (he  excessive  taxes  or 
j  imposts,  for  the  benefit  of  less  than  four  hundred 
I  thousand.     They  have  voluntarily  chosen  to  em- 
bark  in    this    business,   and   they  ought  to  have 
commenced  under  better  calculations  than  those 
founded   on  wringing  out  contributions  from  the 
two  other  more  important  interests  of  the  country. 
Your  memorialists  cannot  avoid  again  advert- 
ing to  the  large  amount  and  value  of  the  cotton 
produced  in  the  Southern   States,  and  the  com- 
paratively small  consumption  at  home.     About 
six  hundred  thousand  bales  were  produced  in  the 
year  1822  ;  and  we  compute  the  domestic  con- 
sumption, in  the  year  1823,  at  not  more  than  sixty 
thousand  bales.     What  shall  be  done  with  the  ex- 
cess, if  you  should,  by  burdensome  imposts  oq 
British  manufactures,   shut  that  market  against 
us  ?     We  may  be  obliged  with  true  Asiatic  policy, 
to  destroy  one  part  that  we  may  insure  a  market 
for  the  other. 

Your  memorialists  perceive,  by  examination  of 
the  newly  proposed  amendments  of  the  tariff,  that, 
|on  many  articles  of  the  first  necessity  with  us,  the 
|duties  are  to  be  increased.  We  particularly  men- 
tion coarse  woollens,  osnaburgs.  cotton  bagging, 
land  our  chief  implements  of  agriculture  ;  and  to 
these  we  would  call  your  most  especial  attention. 
i  Your  memorialists  had  hoped  that  the  gradual 
Increase  of  duties  heretofore  made,  would  have 
been  sufficient  lo  satisfy  the  claims  of  manufac- 
turers ;  but,  as  their  demands  increase  with  the 
Iproteclion  afforded  them,  we  pray  that  the  pro- 
posed additions  to  the  tariff  be  rejected  by  your 
body. 

Your  memorialists  would  sum  up  their  remarks 
by  expressing  their  belief  that  the  proposed  tariff 
will  be  oppressive,  in  its  operation,  to  the  great 
landed,  agricultural,  and  commercial  interests  of 
the  country ;  unjust,  as  calculated   to  force  upon 
the  people  the  burden  of  direct  taxes,  not  war 
ranted   by  a  state  of  peace  ;  doubtful  in  its  ulti- 
mate advantages  to  that  interest  which  is  now 
asking  encouragement ;  and  certain  only  in  being 
oppressive  to  the  great  body  of  the  people.     For 
these  reasons  we  lay  this  memorial   before  you, 
and  respectfully  ask  that  no  increase  or  modifica- 
tion of  the  existing  tariff  be  made,  except,  only, 
with  the  single  object  of  meeting  the  annual  ex- 
penditures of  the  Government,  and  the  gradual 
redemption  of  the  public  debt,  the  only  legitimate 
causes  of  taxation  in  times  of  profound  peace. 

GEORGE  JONES, 

And  OtJters. 
Wm.  Gaston,  Secretary. 
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MEMORIAL 

0/  sundry  merchants,  traders,  and  other  citizens  of 
Baltimore.— March  3,  1824. 

To  the  Senate  and   House  of  RepreeeDtatives  oi  the 
United  States  in  Congress  assembled  : 

The  memorial  of  the  subscribers,  merchants 
and  traders,  and  citizens  of  Baltimore,  respect- 
fully represents: 

That  your  memorialists  have  viewed  with  deep 
concern  the  progress  of  the  bill  now  pending  be- 
fore your  honorable  bodies,  which  has  for  its  ob- 
ject the  establishment  of  a  new  tariff,  or  to  amend 
the  several  acts  imposing  duties  on  imports. 

The  provisions  of  that  bill,  if  carried  into  exe- 
cution, your  memorialists  apprehend,  will  serious- 
ly affect  their  rights  and  interest,  as  well  as  the  i 
rights  and  interest  of  the  largest  portion  of  the 
community.  i 

Under  our  free  and   happy  Government  every  | 
citizen  is  at  liberty  to  employ  his  capital,  labor,  i 
and  resources,  of  every  kind,  in  the  way  that  he  i 
may  deem  most  profitable,  useful,  or  agreeable,  to  I 
himself,   provided  it  does  not  violate  law  or  the  ! 
rights  and   privileges  of  others.     It  is  the  great  I 
and  important  office  of  Government  to  give  equal  I 
protection  to  all  lawful  occupations,  and  never  to 
cherish  or  exalt  one  at  the  expense  of  others.     A  | 
deviation  from  this  principle  cannot  fail  to  work  I 
injury   and    injustice.      The   very    heavy   duties  i 
contemplated  by  the  bill  in  question,  on  many  I 
articles  of  foreign  production,  amount  to  a  pro- 1 
hibition  of  their  importation,  and  in  the  same  de- ! 
gree  operate  in  a  premium  or  bounty  to  the  manu- 
facturer of  the  like  article  in  this  country.     By  ! 
this  operation  the  merchant  is  checked  in  the  free-  | 
dom  of  his  pursuits,  and  the  consumer  is  heavily  I 
taxed.     One  part  of  the  community  is  likely  to  be  I 
exalted  at  the  expense  of  all  the  rest,  and  of  course  I 
the  law  would  be  partial  and  unjust.     Our  Gov- 1 
ernment  was  insdtuted  for  the  purpose  of  promo-  \ 
ting  the  general  welfare,  and  when   it  deviaters 
from  this  course,  it  ceases  to  be  useful.     The  citi- 
zen who  lias  embarked  his  fortune  in  commerce, 
or  navigatioti,  or  agriculture,  is  equally  entitled 
to  the  protection  and  encouragement  of  Govern- 
ment with  the  manufacturer;  nor  ought  the  strong 
arm  of  Government  to  be  ever  extended  for  the 
purpose  of  elevating   the   one   above  the  other. 
That  this  would  be  the  result  of  the  proposed  new 
system,  if  carried  into  execution,  may  be  demon- 
strated, and  has  been  already  shown    by  the  me- 
morials already  presented  to  your  honorable  body, 
by  the  New  York  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and 
others.     It  will   interfere,  too,  wiih  the  exchange 
of  commodities  with  other  nations.     If  we  do  not 
buy  their  manufactures  they  will  not  be  custom- 
ers for  the  produce  of  our  country.     This  abridg- 
ment of  commercial  rights  is  an  immediate  loss  To 
the  merchant,  and  will  be  an  incalculable  injury 
to  the  cultivators  of  cotton,  rice,  and  tobacco,  and 
commerce  generally,  provided  a  spirit  ol  retalia- 
tion is  exerted  in  other  countries,  and  a  system  of 
countervailing  duties  is  adupted  by  them,  than 
which,  no  event   in  the  womb  of  lime   is   more 
probable. 


A  direct  and  certain  effect  of  extravagant  or 
excessive  duties  is  to  introduce  smuggling.  No 
evil  is  more  to  be  shunned  than  this,  in  a  country, 
and  under  a  Government,  constituted  as  ours  is. 
If  ever  it  is  encouraged  by  a  respectable  portion 
of  the  community,  however  small,  it  will  quickly 
grow  into  extensive  practice,  and  will  require 
more  force  than  the  Navy  and  Army  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  put  it  down.  The  immoral  effect 
and  the  injury  to  the  public  revenue  and  to  the 
fair  traders,  will  be  felt  for  ages.  Our  republican 
institutions  rest,  for  support,  on  the  virtue  of  the 
people,  and  wise  legislators  will  deprecate  every 
measure  that  has  a  tendency  to  corrupt  them. 
The  new  tariff,  your  memorialists  humbly  con- 
ceive, is  one  of  this  character.  If  the  object  of 
the  depending  bill  is  not  to  exalt  one  occupation 
at  the  expense  of  all  the  others,  your  memorialists 
are  at  a  loss  to  understand  for  what  purpose  it  is 
introduced.  It  cannot  be  for  revenue.  The  old 
order  of  things  has  filled  the  Treasury  to  over- 
flowing. This  result  has  been  produced  without 
oppression,  and  all  rejoice  in  it.  Why  change  a 
certainty  for  a  doubtful  experiment,  with  odious 
and  alarming  features?  Such  conduct,  your  me- 
morialists humbly  conceive,  is  not  compatible 
with  wisdom  or  policy.  It  certainly  is  not  com- 
patible with  the  spirit  of  our  free  Constitution. 
The  manufactures  of  the  country  are  amply  pro- 
tected at  present.  They  flourish  wherever  they 
are  conducted  with  skill  and  prudence,  and  are 
very  able  to  stand  alone.  Your  memorialists  re- 
gret that  they  cannot  say  the  same  of  our  com- 
merce and  navigation.  These  languish,  and  are 
depressed  to  a  degree  that  excites  serious  alarm, 
and  are  most  worthy  of  the  fostering  care  of 
Congress.  They  have  been  sources  of  wealth,  and 
hare  yielded  the  means  of  support  to  Government. 

Your  memorialists  might  urge  other  and  pow- 
erful arguments  against  the  passage  of  the  bill  in 
question  into  a  law.  But  the  subject  has  been 
already  so  ably  treated  in  the  New  York  and 
other  memorials,  that  more  need  not  be  stated  at 
present.  Your  memorialists  concur  in  the  senti- 
ments and  opinions  of  these  memorials,  and  be- 
lieve, witk  their  commercial  brethren  in  other 
places,  that  the  evils  of  the  new  system,  if  adopt- 
ed, will  preponderate  over  the  good  to  be  expected 
from  it;  that,  in  principle,  it  is  unjust,  and,  in 
practice,  will  be  oppressive  to  a  great  majority; 
that  it  will  injure  commerce,  navigation,  and  ag- 
riculture. That  it  is  calculated,  in  its  operation, 
to  benefit  the  few  at  the  expense,  and  to  the  great 
injury,  of  the  many;  and  that  it  will  promote 
smuggling,  impair  the  revenue,  and  destroy  the 
fair  trader. 

Your  memorialisLs,  therefore,  pray  that  the  bill 
may  not  pass  into  a  law.     And  they  will  pray,  dec. 


M  E  M  O  K  I  A  I. 

Of  Sundry  Fanners  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 

March  3,  18ii4. 
To  the  Senate  and   House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  in  Congress  assembled  : 

The  memorial  of  the  subscribers,  citizens   of 
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the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  respectfully 
showeth  : 

That  the  existing  tariff  requires  an  early  and 
thorough  revision,  so  as  to  remove  ihe  strong  ob- 
jections to  which  it  is  liable  in  its  present  form. 

I.  It  is  manifestly  unjust  and  impolitic;  as, 
contrary-  Jo  the  first  prineiples  of  policy  and  jus- 
tice, it  imposes  oppressive  duties  on  neces.saries  of 
life,  some  of  them  used  wholly  by  the  poor,  and 
admits  on  low  duties  conveniences  and  luxuries, 
some  ol  them  used  wholly,  and  all  of  them  chiefly' 
by  the  wealthy.  The  duties  on  molasses  is  about 
42   per  cent.;  on   brown   sugar   100   to   120 


on 


bohea  tea  120 ;  on  souchong   150 ;  and  on  'salt 
180.     Whereas  gold  and  silver  plate,  jewels,  lace 
and  lace  veils,  watches,  &c.,  pay  but  7^  ;  clocks, 
silks,  satins,  cambric   linens,   bombazets,  gauzes, 
and   Canton  crapes,  but  15— China,  elegant  cut- 
lery, girandoles    and  lustres,   but  20-and  plated  ,  ..a.-v-u..c.»,  auu   cai....«ucoes,  pay  oui  ni.een. 
ware,  hne^  muslms,  calicoes,  kerseymere,    broad- 1  Hempen  cloth,  (except  Russia  and  German  linens, 
cloth,  cashmere,  and  mmno  shawls,  Brussels  and  :  Russia  and  Holland  duck,)  pay  but  20  per  cent, 
other  carpets,  but  25.     To  show  the  extreme  vio-    line  cottons  25,  and  cotton    stockings  only  20. 
ationofjustice  in  this  respi.ct,  It  will  be  sufficient    Jhus,   m  some  cases,  the  raw  material  pays  50 
o  siai?,  that   100  dollars  worth   of  salt,  180  dol-    and  60  per   cent,  more  duty  than  the  manufac- 
lars  worth  of  brown   sugar,  150  dollars  worth  of    tUred  article. 


selves,  regardless  of  the  equal  rights  of  their  fel- 
low-citizens, have  united  in  a  solid  phalanx,  to 
vote  down  the  proposition.  On  this  extraordinary- 
conduct,  it  would  be  wholly  superfluous  to  offer 
Ihe  comments  which  will  readily  present  them- 
selves to  your  honorable  houses. 

The  tariff  is  liable  to  strong  objections  on  other 
grounds. 

III.  For  the  encouragement  of  national  indus- 
try, the  wise  nations  of  Europe  have  almost  uni- 
versally admitted  raw  materials  at  low  duties,  or 
duty  free.  This  principle  is  recognised  in  our 
tariff  in  many  cases.  But  in  others  it  imposes 
equal  and  sometimes  higher  duties  on  bulky  raw 
materials,  than  on  the  articles  fabricated  of  them. 

Flax  and  wool  pay  a  duty  of  15  percent.  Hemp 
a  duty  equal  to  33  ;  cotton  a  duty  equal  to  about 
37^.  Whereas  linens — all  other  articles  made  of 
Hax — camlets,  and   calimancoes,  pay  but  fifteen. 


bohea  tea,  or  120  dollars  worth  of  souchon^,  pay 
as  much  duty  as  720  dollars  worth  of  Brussels 
carpets,  Cashmere  or  merino  sha  wis,  or  broadcloth : 
900  dollars  worth  of  porcelain  or  girandoles- 
1,200  dollars  worth  of  silks,  satins,  gauzes,  or 
Canton  crapes;  or  2,400  dollars  worth  of  silver 
plate,  jewels,  lace,  or  lace  veils.  We  feel  confi- 
dent that  the  most  aristocratical  or  despotic  Gov- 
ernment in  Europe  cannot  furnish  a  more  shock- 
ing instance  of  partiality  towards  the  rich  and 
oppression  of  the  poor. 

II.  The  tanfl  is  liable  to  objection  on  the  score 
of  partiality  on  another  ground.  It  protects  cer- 
tain species  of  the  productions  of  the  national  in- 
dustry by  exorbitant  duties,  and  exposes  to  ruin, 
from   foreign   rivaLship,   those  citizens  employed 


We  would  observe  that  the  bounty  on  British 
Ijnens  at  five  pence  per  yard  is  20  per  cent. — at 

six  pence  per  yard  is  25  per  cent and  on  higher 

priced,  from  10  to  25  ;  whereas  our  duty,  as  above, 
ifi  only  15.  Thus  the  bounty  on  low  priced  linens 
jiays  not  only  the  duty  but  the  freight. 

We  have  never  objected,  nor  do  we  now  object, 
to  the  liberal  protection  afforded  to  commerce, 
Mrhich  has  been  guarded  by  every  precaution  that 
legislative  wisdom  could  devise.  We  have  never 
murmured  nor  repined  at  the  enormous  expense 
it  entails  on  us,  for  fleets,  armies,  and  ambassadors. 
out  we  must  deeply  regret,  that  whatever  distress 
pjrevails  among  the  manufacturers — (as,  for  in- 
stance, in  the  disastrous  years  1819,  '20,  and  '21, 
=>  --, ,   ...«„   v.....,.,.u^  viii|ituyru    when  ruin   spread  among  them   far  and  wide.) 

on  other  production.s,  entitled,  on  every  ground  of  I  whenever  any  attempt  has  been  made  to  afford 
justice,  to  equal  protection.  We  have  seen  that  j  them  relief,  the  merchants  have  united  their  par- 
the  wealthy  sugar  planter  is  protected  by  a  duty  i  apiount  influence  with  as  much  zeal  to  defeat  the 
ol  one  huridred  per  cent.  The  tobacco  planter  is  I  ndeasure,  and  prevent  the  relief  of  their  fellow- 
protected  by  a  duty  on  manufactured  tobacco  citizens,  as  if  their  own  vital  interests  were  about 
of  10  cents  per  lb.,  which,  at  the  ordinary  rates  {  to  be  destroyed— or  as  if  the  manufacturers  were 
abroad,  is  al>u  one  hundred  per  cent.  Both  these  ;  not  equally  entitled  to  the  protection  of  the  Gov- 
articles  are   bulky,  and    subject    to    very   heavy  i  ernment  wiih  themselves. 

freight,  averaging  probably  at  least  fifteen  per  We  will  enumeratesome  of  the  great  advantages 
cent. ;  whereas  the  poor  slocking  weaver  has  only  |  ejijoyed  by  the  merchants,  and  wish  them  con- 
a  protection  of  20  per  cent. ;  the  manufacturer  of  I  tiiasted  with  the  additional  protection  for  manu- 
hne  muslins  and  woollen  goods  only  25  per  cent.; :  facturers  proposed  by  Mr.  Baldwin's  bill, 
and  the  manufacturer  of  ironmongery,  steel,  cop- '       -      "  ■  ... 

per,  tin,  brass,  and  lead,  only  20  per  cent.  '  The 
freights  on  some  of  these  latter  articles  are  not 
above  2;  on  others  8,  9,  or  10  per  cent 


It  is  with  strong  feelings,  which  we  will  not 
expres.s,  but  which  may  be  readily  conceived,  that 
we  have  observed,  whenever  an  attempt  has  been 
made  to  aflbrd  further  protection,  by  an  increase 
of  the  existing  duties,  for  instance,  on  woollen 
and  fine  cotton  manufactures  from  25  to  33  per 
cent. ;  on  manufactures  of  iron,  steel,  brass,  cop- 
per, &c.,  from  20  to  25,  that  the  tobacco  and 
sugar  planter;,  thus  exorbitantly  protected  them- 


1.  Foreign  vessels  are  absolutely  prohibited, 
uhder  penalty  of  confiscation,  from  carrying  on 
the  coasting  trade  ;  thus  securing  it  to  our  own 
merchants  exclusi>rely. 

!  2.  Goods  imported  in  foreign  vessels  pay  an 
addition  often  per  cent,  on  the  duties  charged  on 
those  imported  in  American  vessels* 

J3.  American  vessels  pay  but  six  cents  per  ton 
oh  entry  ;  foreign  vessels,  not  on  the  most  favor- 
able footing,  50  cents.  A  difference  of  700  per 
cent. 

|4.  The  duty  on  souchong  and  other  black  teas 
ini   American   vessels  is  25  cents  per  pound  ;  on 
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imperial  and  gunpowder,  50  ;  on  hyson  and 
young  hy&on,  40;  and  on  hyson  skin,  and  other 
green  teas,  28  :  whereas,  in  foreign  vessels,  the 
duties  are  34,  68,  56,  and  38  cents;  making  a  dif- 
ference of  duty  in  favor  of  the  American  mer- 
chant, of  no  less  than  37  per  cent. 

These  and  other  advantages  early  elevated  the 
American  tonnage  to  the  second  rank  in  the  scale 
of  nations — and  would  alone  be  sufficient  to  prove 
the  necessity  and  immense  advantage  of  protect- 
ing national  industry  from  overwhelming  foreign 
competition.  Had  the  Ut-us-aione  policy  prevailed 
in  regard  to  our  shipping,  we  would  never  have 
attained  the  rank  which  we  now  hold. 

Against  the  proposed  measure  a  Constitutional 
objection  has  been  raised.  It  is  very  conhdently 
asserted,  that  Congress  possesses  no  right  to  im- 
pose duties  to  protect  manufactures,  or  for  any 
other  purpose  than  revenue.  We  respectfully  con- 
ceive that  this  objection  will  not  stand  investiga- 
tion. The  high  duty  on  manufactured  tobacco, 
coeval  with  the  Government  itself,  was  intended 
for  the  protection  of  the  tobacco  planter.  It  has 
no  reference  whatever  to  revenue;  as  the  whole 
amount  collected  from  tobacco,  since  the  Govern- 
ment was  formed,  would  not  pay  the  salary  of  a 
naval  officer  for  a  single  year.  The  high  duties 
on  foreign  spirits  were  imposed  to  aid  the  farmer, 
by  protecting  the  distillation  of  American  spirits, 
and  thus  securing  hiin  a  market  for  his  grain. 
The  hi;jh  duty  on  hemp  was  originally  laid  to 
enable  the  planters  of  South  Carolina  and  Geor- 
gia, to  cultivate  that  article,  as  at  that  time,  [1789,J 
rice  and  indigo,  their  two  leading  staples,  had 
sunk  so  low  in  price,  as  not  to  be  worth  culti- 
vating. 

Among  the  objections  to  the  modification  of 
the  tariff,  great  emphasis  is  laid  on  its  tendency 
to  promote  smuggling.  The  chief  duties  proposed 
by  Mr.  Baldwin's  tariff,  were  those  on  woollens 
and  fine  cottons,  33  per  cent,  instead  of  25 ;  25 
per  cent,  on  manufactures  of  iron,  steel,  brass, 
copper,  tin,  lead,  <tc.,  instead  of  20  ;  and,  for  sake 
of  revenue,  25  per  cent,  on  silks  and  linens.  We 
respectfully  conceive  that  it  is  sufficient  to  meet 
this  objection,  to  state,  that  while  we  impose  120 
and  150  per  cent,  on  teas,  100  per  cent,  on  pepper, 
50  per  cent,  on  pimento,  1(X)  per  cent,  on  spirits 
and  sugar,  50,  60,  75,  and  SO  per  cent,  on  wines,  ■ 
it  is  utterly  inconsistent  to  allege  the  danger  of 
smuggling,  as  a  necessary  result  of  imposing  du- 
ties ot  25  and  33  per  cent. 

We  wish  to  meet  one  other  objection  to  the 
protection  of  manufactures — the  danger  of  extor- 
tion—after the  example  of  the  period  of  the  war,  i 
in  which  prices  were  raised,  as  it  is  said,  exor- 
bitantly.    It  might  be  sufficient  to  repel  this  ob-  \ 
jection,  to  state,  that  the  great  rise  of  raw  mate-  '' 
rials,  wool  for  instance,  from  75  cents   to   three  ' 
and  four  dollars  per  lb.,  would  have  warranted  a 
greater  rise  than  actually  took  place.     But  we  ' 
beg  leave  to  observe  that,  in  the  year  1815,  at  the  ' 
period  of  the  enaction  of  the  present  tariff,  when 
the  clamor  against  extortion  was  first  excited,  and 
zealously  urged,  Hour  rose  from  eight  to  ten  dol-  ' 
lars;   upland  cotton   from   13  to  20  cents and  ' 


tobacco  from  ninety-six  to  one  hundred  and  eighty- 
five  dollars  ;    and  that  on  the  declaration  of  war, 
most  imported  articles  were  raised  at  once  20,  30, 
40,  and  50  per  cent.    We  trust  that  these  plain  facts, 
on  which  we  forbear  to  dilate,  will  set  this  ob- 
jection at  rest  forever,  with  all  men  who  regard 
their  character. 
Hitherto  we  have  considered  the  subject  merely 
I  as  regards  the  prosperity  of  our  manufactures — 
'  and  the  equal  claims  of  our  manufacturers.     We 
now  wish  to  consider  it  on  higher  ground — in  a 
^  grand  national  point  of  view, 
I      We  have  been  at  peace  for  very  nearly  nine 
'  years.     No  great  national  calamity  has  visited  us 
i  duringthat  period.   We  have  been  blest  with  super- 
;  abundance  of  all  the  fruits  of  the  earth.    Of  one 
of  the  most  valuable  raw  materials  in  the  world, 
we  produce,  at  least,  three-fifths  of  the  entire  con- 
[  sumption  of  Europe  and  America.     Our  natural, 
moral,  and   political  advantages,  never  were  ex- 
ceeded, perhaps  never  equalled,  in  the  annals  of  the 
human  race.     Under  a  good  system  we  could  not 
po&sibly  have  failed  to  enjoy  great  prosperity — 
every  order,  condition,  profession,  and  trade  would 
i  thrive.     Full  empluyment  would  be  had  for  every 
man,  woman,  and  child,  disposed  to  industry.    The 
country  would  exhibit  theappearanceofaterrestrial 
paradise — and  would  really  hold  out  ''an  asylum 
to  the  oppressed  of  ull  nations."    But  to  the  mem- 
bers of  your  honorable  houses,  coming  from  the 
East  and  the  West,  the  North  and  the  South,  we 
;  appeal  for  the  truth  of  the  following  facts  : — that, 
i  with  the  exception  of  certain  situations  and  occu- 
pations, enjoying  particularadvantages,depression 
pervades  the  land — that  so  much  of  the  industry 
required  to  supply  our  wants,  is  performed  in  for- 
eign countries,  that  almost  every  rank  and  condition 
in   life,   every  trade,   profession,  and  occupation, 
is  crowded — that   most  of  our  great  staples,  al- 
though reduced  in  quantity  since  the  year  1801, 
(notwithstanding  an   increase  in  our  population 
of  87  per  cent..)  are  so  far  beyond  the  demand  of 
the  foreign  markets,  as  to  reduce  the  price  below 
what  atlords  a  reasonable  remuneration  to  the 
cultivator;  in  one  word,  that  with  all  the  bless- 
ings that  could  be  desired  to  secure  national  hap- 
piness, the  situation  of  the  country  is  very  far, 
indeed,  from  pros()erous. 

That  a  change  of  our  system  is  requisite,  must 
therefore  be  obvious  to  the  most  superficial  ob- 
server. That  nothing  further  can  be  done  for 
commerce,  is  equally  clear.  For  agriculture, 
which,  with  few  exceptions,  has  the  exclusive 
supply  of  the  nation,  little  is  within  the  power  of 
Congress.  But  the  department  of  manufactures 
affords  ample  scope  for  healing  the  wounds  of 
the  nation. 

No  country  ever  fully  availed  itself  of  its  ad- 
vantages, which  devoted  an  over  proportion  of  its 
industry  to  agriculture.  Let  u<  examine  the  case 
of  Italy,  Spam,  Portugal,  Ireland,  and  Poland, 
rich  in  the  utmost  profusion  of  the  gifts  of  na- 
ture—and with  vast  surplusse>  of  all  the  necessaries 
of  life,  yet  exhibiting,  amidst  boundless  abundance, 
the  most  afflicting  scenes  of  wretchedness  and 
misery,  in  all  its  grades  and  forms.     The  bounties 
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of  Heaven  are  lavished  on  them  in  rain.  Their 
demands  for  the  productions  of  the  manufacturing 
nations  are  imperious  and  increasing— but  the  de- 
mands for  their  productions  are  fluctuating  and 
subject  to  the  variations  of  seasons  in  the  nations 
on  which  they  depend.  Of  this  the  United  States 
have  had  dear-bought  experience  during  every 
period  of  their  existence.  It  is  probable  that  this 
fluctuation  has  caused  losses  to  our  citizens  within 
the  last  thirty  years,  to  the  amount  of  from  one 
hundred  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  millions  of  dol- 
lars. On  this  all  important  subject,  we  present 
the  luminous  view  of  Alexander  Hamilton: 

"There  are  natural  cauwa  tending  to  render  the 
external  demand  for  the  surplua  of  agricultural  nations 
•  precrioui  reli.nce.  The  difTerencea  of  seaaona  in 
the  countries  which  are  the  consumer.,  make  immense 
dilFerences  in  the  produce  of  their  own  soils,  in  dif- 
ferent  years,  and  conaequently  in  the  decrees  of  their 
nece«iity  for  foreign  supply.  Plentiful  harvests  with 
thern,  especially  if  similar  ones  occur  at  the  same  time 
in  the  countnea  which  are  the  furnishers,  occasion,  of 
course,  a  glut  in  the  markets  of  the  latter." 

The  proportion  of  the  population  of  Great 
ritain  employed  in  agriculture  is  about  33  per 
ioi.;  in  Ireland,  about  75;  in  the  United  Slates, 
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about  84.  It  the  proportion  were  reduced  to  70 
or  /o,  and  the  consumers  of  the  produce  of  the 
soil  proportionably  increased,  we  should  export 
less  of  our  produce,  and,  reasoning  by  analoffv 
and  from  experience,  receive  20,  3o,  40,  or  50  per 
cent,  more  lor  the  reduced  quantity  than  now  for 
the  whole.  Our  statistics  furnish  innumerable 
examples  in  proof  of  this  theory.     We  shall  quote 

^^^IVJ^^'  '^''"^  ^*P°^'  °^  ^°"'  *o  1^^9»  was  only 
750,660  barrels,  of  which  the  average  price  was 
38,  and  the  amount  Sji6,005,280.  The  export  of 
1820,  was  1,177,036  barrels,  which  so  far  glutted 
the  foreign  market,  as  to  reduce  the  price  to  ^4  50 
and  the  whole  amount  to  $5,296,664.  The  export 
of  cotton  in  1819,  was  87,997,045  lbs.,  which 
produced  821,081,771.  The  export  of  1820,  was 
127,860,152  lbs.,  and  the  great  increase  so  far 
reduced  the  price  that  the  proceeds  were  only 
$22,308,667.  The  general  tenor  of  our  export 
tr%de  goes  to  establish  this  theory  beyond  all  con- 
troversy. 

Our  system  has  had  a  fair  trial  for  thirty-four 
years  ot  peace,  with  the  exception  of  a  short  war 
of  two  years  and  a  half.     After  enjoying  all  the  i 
immense  advantages  of  a  neutral  commerce  for 
above  seventeen  years,  it  found  us,  at  the  com-  I 
meocentient  ofa  perilous  warfare,  totally  unpre-  I 
pared   for   the  emergency,  in  regard   to  finances, 
and  the  means  of  providing  a  large  proportion  of  '■ 
the  articles  most  essential  to  human  comfort  and  | 
convenience;  among  which  must  be  enumerated  ' 
the  great  articles  of  clothing.     The  woollen  man- 
ufacture   had   been  .so  wholly  neglected,  and  we 
were  so  dependent  on  European  supplies,  that  we 
were  unable  to  furnish  a   few  thousand  dollars 
worth  of  blankets  for  the  Indians.     Our  cotton 
raanufaciure  was  at  so  low  an  ebb,  that  our  whole 
consumption   of  the  raw  material,  in   1810,  was 
only  3,000,000  lbs.,  though  in  that  year  we  ex- 
ported  93,000,000    lbs.     Whereas,    by   a    proper 


protection,   both  of  those   branches  might   have 
been  raised  to  full  maturity  so  as  to  have  supplied 
our  utmost  wants.     Our  system   inflicted  on  the 
nation,  throughout  the  whole  war,  the  most  dan- 
gerous feebleness  m  regard  to  our  fiscal  resources. 
10  meet  the  demands  of  the  country  for  clothing 
and  other  necessary  articles,  for  which  we  had 
depended  on  Europe,,  manufactories  were  hastily 
established,  with  slender  capitals,  great  inexperi- 
ence, deficiency  of  machinery,  and  under  almost 
every  other  disadvantage  which   could   militate 
against  great  undertakings.     The  energy  and  in- 
telligence of  our  citizens  overcame  them  all.     In 
a  few  months  they  attained  a  perfection,  without 
Governmental  aid,  which  other  nations  required 
many  years  and  great  aid  from  Government  to 
attain.    Millions  of  money  were  invested  in  those 
grand   establishments— but    peace    unfortunately 
blasted    and    blighted    the   flattering    prospects; 
ruined  probably  two-thirds  of  the  manufacturers; 
and  sacrificed  the  same  proportion  of  the  capital 
thus  invested.     A  timely  aid  at  that  periodj  such 
as  the  nations  of  Europe  afford  their  mSnufac- 
turers,   would  have  averted   the  desolation  that 
ensued.  ^-- 

With  one  other  view  of  our  affairs,  so  far  as 
regards  the  interests  and  safety  of  the  nation,  we 
shall  conclude  this  memorial.     Great  Britain  and 
France,  exhausted  by  a  protracted  and  destructive 
warfare,  of  above  twenty  years,   in   which    the 
former  expended  $7,000,000,000,  and   the  latter 
84,400,000,000,  are  now,  by  protecting  the  industry 
of  their  subjects  in  all  its  forms,  reviving  from  the 
consequences  of  this  state  of  things.     They  are 
rapidly  paying  off  their  national  debts— reducing 
the  amount  of  their  taxes— wonderfully  extending 
their  manufactures  and  commerce — and  increasing 
in  wealth  and  resources.     Great  Britain  has  within 
the  last  year  established  an  effective  sinking  fund 
of  822,500,000.     Our  situation  exhibits  a  melan- 
choly contrast.     Our  debt  is  diminishing  slowly— 
oursinking  fund  is  annihilated— our  manufactures, 
coarse  cottons  excepted,  make  slender  progress—! 
our  commerce  is  generally  depressed— property  is 
reducing  in  value— and  circulation  is  excessively 
sluggish.     In  a  word,  so  far  as  regards  this  por- 
tion of  the  Union,  to  use  the  language  of  the 
directors  of  the  Philadelphia  Bank:  "The  mer- 
cantile embarrassments  of  the  country  for  some 
years  past  have  been  so  severely  felt  by  persons  of 
all  ranks  in  society,  and  the  miseries  of  poverty 
have  invaded  the  firesides  of  so  many  of  our  re- 
spectable fellow-citizens,"  that  to  change  a  system, 
which  has  produced  so  many  evils,  is  imperiously 
necessary.     We,  therefore,  respectfully  pray  that 
the  tariff  may  be  so  modified,  as  to  afford  that  pro- 
tection to  manufactures  which  our  Government 
affords  to  commerce. 


PUBLIC  SCHOOL  LANDS. 

Resolution  and  Meviorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
Stale  of  Ohio,  upon  the  sithfed  of  the  Lands  set  apart 
for  tJu  purpose  of  Public  Schools.— March  10,  1824. 
Resolved,  That  the  following  memorial  be  sub- 
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roitted  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  Stales,  dur- 
ing the  present  session,  or  so  soon  as  may  be  prac- 
ticable. 

The  Memorial  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  in  General  As- 
sembly, respectfully  represents : 

That,  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  passed  the  3Uih  day  of  April,  in  the  year 
1802,  the  following  among  other  propositions  were 
otfered  to  the  Convention  to  bo  assembled  for  the 
formation  of  a  State  Government  for  the  people 
of  the  eastern  division  of  the  territory  Northwest 
of  the  Ohio,  including  the  State  of  Ohio  ;  that  is 
to  say:  that  the  section  number  sixteen,  in  every 
township,  and  where  such  section  had  been  sold, 
other  lands  equivalent  thereto  should  be  granted 
to  the  inhabitants  of  such  township  for  the  use  of 
schools. 

Secondly,  That  the  six  miles  reservation,  in- 
cluding the  salt  springs,  commonly  called  the 
Scioto  salt  springs,  the  salt  spring  near  the  Musk- 
ingum river,  and  in  the  military  tract,  with  the 
sections  of  land  which  include  the  same,  should 
be  granted  to  the  said  State  for  the  use  of  the 
people  thereof:  ProvUied,  The  said  Legislature 
should  never  sell  nor  lease  the  same  for  a  longer 
period  than  ten  years. 

That  the  foregoing  propositions,  when  acted 
upon  and  considered  in  convention  of  Ohio,  and 
by  an  ordinance  passed  jlhe  29ih  day  of  November, 
iQ  the  year  1«U2,  the  aforesaid  propositions  were 
accepted  :  Provided,  that  the  following  modifica- 
tions should  he  made  thereto,  that  is  to  say  :  that, 
in  addition  to  the  first  propositions  securing  the 
section  number  sixteen,  in  every  township,  within 
certain  tracts  to  the  inhabitants  thereof  for  the 
use  of  schools,  a  like  donation,  equal  to  the  one 
thirty-sixth  part  of  the  amount  of  the  lands  in  the 
United  States'  military  tract,  should  be  made  for 
the  support  of  schools  within  that  tract ;  and  also 
that  the  like  provision  should  be  made  for  the 
support  of  schools  in  the  Virginia  Reservation,  so 
far  as  the  unlocated  lands  in  that  tract  would  sup- 
ply the  proportion,  after  the  warrants  issued  from 
said  State  should  have  been  satisfied ;  and  also 
that  a  donation  of  the  same  kind,  or  such  provi- 
sion as  Congress  should  deem  expedient,  should 
be  made  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Connecticut  Re- 
serve; and  that  out  of  all  the  lands  which  might 
therealler  be  purchased  of  the  Indian  tribes  by  The 
United  States,  and  lying  within  the  State  of  Ohio, 
that  the  one  tbtrty-sixth  part  should  be  given  as 
aforesaid  for  the  support  of  public  schools ;  and 
that  all  lands  before  mentioned  to  be  appropriated 
for  the  use  of  schools  should  be  vested  in  the  Le 
gislature  of  said  State  of  Ohio,  in  trust  for  said 
purpose. 

That  a  certain  proportion  of  the  lands  lying 
within  the  State  of  Ohio  had  already  been  dis*- 
posed  of  by  the  United  States;  and  by  patent  da- 
led  on  the  13th  day  of  September,  in  the  year 
1794,  certain  lands  therein  described  were  granted 
untoJohnClevesSymmes,  reserving  to  the  United 
States  out  of  each  township  within  the  same,  lot 
numbered  sixteen,  for  the  useof  schools  being  one 


thirty-sixth  part  of  the  whole   tract  granted  as 
aforesaid. 

That  a  certain  tract  had  also  been  granted  unto 
Manassah  Cutler,  and  others,  under  the  name  of 
the  Ohio  Company,  in  which,  lot  number  sixteen, 
being  one  thirty-sixth  part,  was  also  reserved  for 
the  use  of  schools;  in  addition  to  which  are  the 
appropriations  for  the  Ohio  and  Miami  Universi- 
ty, but  to  which  last  appropriations  to  the  Ohio 
and  Miami  University  your  memorialists  have 
only  adverted  as  not  being  intended  to  be  embra- 
ced in  the  prayer  of  the  memorial  herewith  sub- 
mitted. 

That  the  ordinances  of  the  convention  of  Ohio, 
of  November,  1602,  gave  rise  to  the  act  of  Con- 
gress of  the  United  Slates  of  the  3d  day  of  March, 
in  the  year  1S03,  by  which  it  was  enacted  more 
specifically — 

Firstly.  That  certain  quarter  townships  in  the 
tract  commonly  called  the  United  States'  military 
tract,  and  in  said  act  particularly  described,  amount- 
ing to  the  one  thirty-sixth  part  of  the  estimated 
whole  amount  of  lands  within  that  tract : 

Secondly.  That  certain  other  quarter  townships 
in  the  same  United  States'  military  tract,  and  m 
said  act  particularly  described,  for  the  use  of  the 
tract  of  country  commonly  called  the  Connecticut 
Reserve,  were  also  by  said  act  granted  or  reserved. 

Thirdly.  So  much  of  that  tract  within  this  State 
commonly  called  the  Virginia  Military  Reserva- 
tion, as  would  amount  to  one  thirty-sixth  part  of 
the  whole  tract,  was  also  granted,  to  be  selected 
by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  out  of 
the  unlocated  lands  in  that  tract,  after  the  war- 
rants issued  from  the  State  of  Virginia  should 
have  been  satisfied. 

Fourthly,  There  was  also  granted  and  secured 
by  the  same  act.  one  thirty-sixth  part  ot  all  the 
lands  of  the  United  States  lying  in  the  State  of 
Oiiio,  to  which  the  Indian  title  had  not  been  ex- 
tinguished, which  might  thereafter  be  purchased 
of  the  Indian  tribes  by  the  United  States,  which 
thirty-sixth  part  should  consist  of  (he  sections 
number  sixteen,  in  each  township.  The  specified 
and  declared  object  of  the  aforesaid  grants  and 
reservations  were  for  the  use  of  common  schools 
within  the  several  districts  of  country  therein 
specified,  and  were,  as  your  memorialists  conceive, 
granted  upon  full  consideration  arising  from  the 
increased  value  of  the  remaiuing  lands  belonging 
to  the  United  States,  and  also  from  the  relinquish- 
ment on  the  part  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  of  the  right 
to  tax  the  lands  of  the  United  States  within  the 
State  of  Ohio,  until  five  years  after  the  sale  there- 
of; and  that  it  was  by  the  aforesaid  act  expressly 
declared,  that  the  several  appropriations  for 
schools,  made  therein,  were  in  conformity  with 
and  in  consideration  of  the  conditions  agreed  on 
by  the  State  of  Ohio,  by  the  ordinance  of  the  con- 
vention of  said  State,  bearing  date  of  the  29th 
day  of  November,  in  the  year  1S02,  and  herein- 
before particularly  referred  to. 

That  your  memorialists  conceive  that  it  was  the 
intention  ol  the  parties  to  the  compact  aforesaid, 
that  one-thirty-sixth  part  of  all  the  lands  within 
the  State  of  Ohio,  should  be  granted  to  the  people 
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thereof,  for  the  use  of  common  schools,  and  should 
be  placed  under  the  control  of  the  Legislature 
thereof;  and  that  this  construction  is  warranted 
by  the  spirit,  and  even  by  the  letter,  of  the  diflferent 
acts  o!  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  when 
considered  in  relation  to  the  ordinance  of  the 
State  of  Ohio,  above  referred  to,  and  to  which  a 
direct  reference  is  had  by  the  aforesaid  last  recited 
act  ot  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

That,  when  it  was  afterwards  ascertained,  that 
the  grant  aforesaid,   in   relation   to  the  tract  of 
country,   commonly  called   the  Virginia  Military 
Reservation,  would  be   rendered  wholly  inopera- 
tive in  consequence  of  the  limitation  and  condi- 
tion thereunto  annexed,   by  reason   of  the  great 
and   uncertain   amount   of  warrants   which  had 
been  issued  by  the  State  of  Virginia,  together  with 
the  extended   period   for  locating  the  same,  the  i 
Congress  ot   the   United   States,  in  pursuance  of  i 
the  stipulations  of  the  compact  aforesafd,  by  the  I 
act  passed  the  2d  day  of  March,  in  the  year  1807  ' 
appropriated  eighteen  quarter  townships  and  three 
sections,  as  are  in  said  act  described,  for  the  use 
of  schools,  in  that  tract  of  land,  in  the  State  of 
Ohio,  commonly  called  Virginia  Military  Reser- 
vation  which  were,  by  the  said  act,  also  vested 
m  the  Legislature,  in  trust  for  the  use  aforesaid. 

That,  at  the  period  when  the  act  aforesaid, 
making  an  appropriation  for  the  tract,  commonly 
called  ihe  Connecticut  Reserve,  was  passed  the 
Indian  title  had  been  extinguished  to  that 'part 
only  which  lies  east  of  the  Cuyahoga  river,  and 
the  appropriation  was  made  only  in  relation  to 
that  part  to  which  the  Indian  title  had  been  ex- 
tinguished, and  consisted  of  a  tract  equal  to  one 
thirty-sixth  part  of  the  reserve  to  which  the  In- 
dian title  had  been  so  extinguished,  since  which 
time.  Hie  Indian  title  to  that  part  of  the  reserve 
lying  west  of  the  Cuyahoga  river  has  been  ex- 
tinguished by  the  United  States,  for,  and  on  ac- 
count of,  the  State  of  Connecticut,  who  made  the 
necessary  appropriations  for  that  purpose. 

That,  as  your  memorialists  conceive  it  was  in 
conformity  with  the  spirit  and  intention  of  the 
compact  aforesaid,  and  formed  a  material  item  of 
the  consideration  which  induced  the  State  of  Ohio 
to  make  the  concession  they  did  make  under  that 
compact,  that  they  should  receive,  in  return,  lands 
equal  to  one  thirty-sixth  part  of  all  the  lands  with- 
in the  State  of  Ohio,  to  be  appropriated  for  the 
use  of  common  schools  within  said  State. 

The  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  constru- 
ing the  terms  and  .spirit  of  the  compact,  in  the 
manner  above  set  forth,  do  not  hesitate  to  repre- 
sent to  the  United  States,  that,  when  the  Indian 
title  was  extinguished  to  the  tract  of  country  lying 
in  the  Connecticut  Reserve  west  of  the  Cuya- 
hoga, the  terms  aforesaid  required  of  the  United 
i>tate.s,  that  a  law  should  be  passed,  appropriating, 
I'rom  their  unlocated  lands  within  the  State  of 
Ohio,  a  tract  equal  to  one-thirty-sixth  part  of  the 
Connecticut  Reserve  lying  west  of  the  Cuyahoga 
river,  and  that  they,  relying  on  the  justice  and 
goodfaithof  the  Grovernment  of  the  United  States, 
confidently  anticipated  the  passage  of  such  an  act 
lA  aid  of  the  exertions  of  the  Stale  of  Ohio  in 
ISth  Con.  1st  SLts.— 100 


establishing  a   system   of  common  free   schools 
throughout  the  State. 

That,  in  relation  to  the  lands  already  appro- 
priated, as  above  described,  the  Legislature  or  the 
State  of  Ohio,  in  pursuance  of  the  trust  aforesaid, 
and  in  aid  of  the  great  and  important  object  con- 
templated,  have  resorted  to   various  methods  of 
rendering  them  productive,  and  in  particular  that 
of  leasing  them  to  such  individuals  as  have  ap- 
plied therefor;  that  experience,  however,  has  fully 
demonstrated  that  this  fund  will  be  wholly  una- 
vailing, in  their  hands,  in  its  present  shape.  That 
in  order  that  the  beneficial  and   laudable  objects 
contemplated  by  the  grants  aforesaid,  may  be  se- 
cured to  the  people  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  it  will, 
I  as  your  memorialists  conceive,  be  necessary  that 
I  the  Legislature  should  possess  the  unlimited  con- 
I  trol  over  the  lands  aforesaid,  with   the  power  of 
j  disposing  of  them  in  fee. 

I  The  objections  which  are  urged  against  the 
present  mode  of  administering  that  fund,  are,  in 
the  first  place,  that,  by  reason  of  the  facilities 
which  the  State  of  Ohio  affords  of  acquiring  a 
property,  in  real  estate,  a  necessity  exists  of  leasing 
the  lands  in  question  to  persons  almost  wholly  des- 
titute of  pecuniary  means,  whereby  the  avails  of 
those  lands  are  rendered,  at  least,  uncertain.  In 
consequence,  also,  that,  as  these  lands  are  de- 
tached over  the  whole  State  of  Ohio,  the  expense 
which  must  necessarily  be  incurred,  by  creating 
a  superintendence  over  them,  render  them  much 
less  productive  than  your  memorialists  conceive 
they  might  be  rendered  if  the  lands  were  sold,  and 
the  proceeds  concentrated  in  one  fund. 

The  fact,  also,   before  adverted    to,  that  these 
lands  must  necessarily  be  intrusted  to  the  posses- 
sion of  those  of  the  lowest  class  of  the  commu- 
nity, and  who   possess  no  permanent  interest  in 
the  soil,  has  produced  a  waste  upon  these  lands, 
I  of  their  timber,  and  otherwise,  equal,  perhaps,  to 
the  whole  revenue  which  may  have  been  derived 
from  them.     The  fact,  also,  that,  by  holding  them 
under  the  present  tenure,  your  memorialists  are 
compelled  to  offer,  upon  lease,  so  great  a  propor- 
tion of  their  soil,  as  will  invite  and  retain  a   pop- 
ulation within  her  boundaries,  of  a  character  not 
to  be  desired,  and,  in  amount,  so  great  as  to  create 
an  evil  which  can   only    be  conceived  of,  in  a 
country  where  every  individual,  possessing  a  very 
moderate  portion  of  industry  and  economy,  may, 
within  a  single  year,  appropriate  to  himself,  in 
feel,  a  quantity  of  land  sufficient  to  furnish  means 
of  isupport  for  an  ordinary  family,  is  also  a  cir- 
cumstance which   your  memorialists  conceive  is 
not  undeserving  of  consideration. 

)Vhile  the  State  of  Ohio,  in  common  with  her 
sister  Slates,  ^hall  have  her  ordinary  proportion 
of  jidle  and  unprofitable  members,  this  great  pro- 
poiition  of  land  which  must  be  held  by  lease, 
mu>t,of  necessity,  produce  a  corresponding  feature 
in  her  population.  Although  many  industrious 
and  valuable  citizens  may  be  found  among  the 
lessees  of  scliool  lands,  yet  it  must  be  admitted 
tha|t  the  great  body  of  those  who  constitute  the 
strength  and  basis  of  every  Government,  and  who 
areito  be  considered  as  the  friends  of  good  order 
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and  public  improvement,  are  among  those  who 
are  the  owners  as  well  as  occupiers  of  the  soil. 
These  evils,  as  your  memorialists  conceive,  arise 
wholly  from  the  system  of  granting  those  lands 
upon  leases,  and  are  such  as  cannot  be  remedied 
by  any  course  of  legislation  whatever,  if,  as  some 
have  supposed,  the  State  have  not  the  power, 
under  the  term  of  the  original  grant,  of  disposing 
of  those  lands  in  fee.  Notwithstanding  your  me- 
morialists may  be  of  opinion  that  they  already 
possess  this  right,  yet,  so  long  as  the  question  shall 
admit  of  any  doubt,  it  must,  of  necessity,  have  the 
effect  to  restrain  its  exercise.  It  is  true,  that,  if 
the  forms  of  proceedings  established  by  States  as 
the  rule  of  action  for  its  members,  shall  or  can  be 
brought  to  operate  upon  the  States  themselves, 
this  question  might,  perhaps,  be  rendered  still 
more  uncertain  ;  but  your  memorialists  conceive, 
that  the  grants  aforesaid  being  made  to  the  people 
of  the  State  of  Ohio,  through  the  medium  of  the 
Legislature,  for  the  use  of  the  people,  that  no  lim- 
itations can  have  any  operation,  further  than  as 
it  shall  furnish  an  argument  against  diverting  this 
fund  from  its  original  and  legitimate  object.  The 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ohio  being,  in  all  re- 
spects, sovereign,  within  the  Constitution,  their 
capacity  to  do  any  and  every  act  in  relation  to 
property  which  its  citizens  hold  in  common,  is, 
as  they  conceive,  necessarily  implied;  nor  can 
they  acknawledge  that  any  rule,  other  than  the 
Constitution,  can  operate,  with  any  obligatory 
effect,  upon  the  power  which  has  created  the  rules 
itself,  except  upon  considerations  of  justice  and 
policy  towards  those  who  may  be  affected  by  their 
acts.  It  may,  it  is  true,  be  said,  that  these  grants 
partake  of  the  nature  of  a  compact  between  the 
United  States  and  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  that, 
therefore,  they  are  to  be  limited  to  their  particular 
terms  in  relation  to  the  State  of  Ohio.  It  is  ad- 
mitted that  the  grant  exists  in  consequence  of  a 
compact ;  but,  inasmuch  as  the  United  States 
have  received  a  full  and  valuable  consideration, 
which  formed  ihe  inducement  of  the  grant,  and 
inasmuch  as  they  have  not  reserved  to  themselves 
any  beneficial  interest  in  the  land  aforesaid,  or 
possibility  of  reversion,  or  any  title  whatever,  it 
cannot  be  supposed  that  they  can  possess  any 
controlling  power.  It  may  be  urged,  also,  that, 
inasmuch  as  there  has  been  no  method  pointed 
out  in  respect  of  the  manner  in  which  this  trust 
should  be  executed,  that  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  Ohio  have  an  unlimited  discretion  in  this 
respect,  and  may  avail  themselves  of  every  pos- 
sible method  of  producing  the  greatest  advantage 
to  those  whom  they  represent.  This  argument, 
they  conceive,  is  powerfully  supported  by  the  fact, 
that  the  same  act  grants  to  the  Slate  as  well  the 
school  lands  in  question,  as  the  six  miles  reserva- 
tion, including  the  Scioto  salt  springs  ;  in  respect 
of  which  latter  the  Legislature  are  expressly  re- 
strained from  selling  the  same,  or  leasing  them, 
for  a  longer  period  than  ten  years  ;  and  tliat  the 
inference,  from  this  circumstance,  is  direct,  that 
it  was  the  intention  of  the  parties  to  that  compact 
that  no  such  restraint  should  exist  in  relation  to 
the  other  lands  which  did  not  come  within  this 


provision.  While  your  memorialists  have  been 
thus  particular  in  endeavoring  to  give  the  proper 
definition  of  the  powers  they  possess,  in  order  that 
no  conclusions  may  hereafter  be  drawn  unfavora- 
ble to  their  claim  trom  having  made  this  applica- 
tion ;  and  have  thereby,  perhaps,  shown  that,  in  a 
particular  point  of  view,  this  application  is  wholly 
unnecessary,  they  are  of  opinion  that  an  act  of 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  declaratory  of 
the  extent  of  the  grants  aforesaid,  will  be  produc- 
tive of  much  benefit,  in  case  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  should  hereafter  determine  to  dispose  of  the 
same.  That  it  will  have  the  full  effect  ol  removing 
every  doubt  in  the  minds  of  the  purchasers,  and 
thereby  enhance  the  price  which  will  be  obtained 
for  the  same. 

Therefore,  your  memorialists  represent  that  it 
would  be  of  advantage,  and  conduce  to  the  future 
prosperity  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  that  a  law  of  the 
United  States  be  passed,  declaring  the  authority 
of  the  State  of  Ohio  to  dispose  ot  the  said  lands 
granted  for  the  use  of  schools  within  said  State  in 
lee,  and  that  the  proceeds  thereof  be  invested  in 
some  permanent  fund,  the  proceeds  of  which  shall 
be  applied,  under  the  directions  of  the  Legislature, 
for  the  use  of  common  schools  within  the  town- 
ships or  districts  to  which  they  were  originally 
granted  in  said  State,  and  for  no  other  use  and 
purpose  whatever :  Provided,  That  the  sections 
numbered  sixteen,  granted  as  aforesaid  for  the  use 
of  schools,  shall  not  be  sold  without  the  con<«nt 
of  the  inhabitants  of  such  original  surveyed  town- 
ship -,  and  that  they  may  be  authorized  and  em- 
powered to  sell  and  dispose  of  the  aforesaid  six 
miles  reservation,  including  the  Scioto  salt  springs, 
the  salt  springs  near  Muskingum  river,  and  in  the 
military  tract,  with  the  sections  of  land  which 
includes  the  same,  and  apply  the  proceeds  thereof 
to  such  literary  purposes  as  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  Ohio  may  hereafter  direct. 

Resolved  further,  That  the  Governor  be  requested 
to  forward  the  foregoing  memorial  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  and  take  such  order 
and  disposition  of  the  funds  as  shall  seem  to  him 
proper. 

JOSEPH  RICHARDSON, 
Speaker  of  the  Humt-  of  Representatives. 
ALLEN  TRIMBLE, 

Speaker  of  the  Senate. 

February  26,  1824. 


PROTECTION  OF  A.MERICAN  INDUSTRY. 

Mtmorial  of  the  Pennsylvania  Society  for  the  Encour- 
agement uf  American  Manufactures. — Presented  the 
15th  March,  1824. 

To  the  Senate  and  Houte  of  Repreitentatives  of  the 
United  States  in  Coogreaa  asDembied  : 

The  memorial  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Society  for  the  Encouragement  of 
American  Manufactures  respectfully  showeth: 

That  tliey  have  read  with  attention  a  memorial 
presented  to  your  honorable  bodies  by  the  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  of  this  city,  and  feel  themselves 
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bound  to  point  out  sundry  material  errors  in  point 
of  fact — sundry  erroneous  inferences — which  it 
contains,  tending,  unless  corrected,  to  injure,  not 
only  their  constituents,  but  the  nation  at  large 
They  regret  that  the  length  of  the  document  in 
question,  and  the  great  variety  of  its  errors,  will 
constrain  them  to  be  more  prolix  than  they  would 
wish.  For  this,  they  hope  the  importance  of  the 
subject  will  be  a  sufficient  apology. 

"In  a  free  country,  like  the  United  States,  all 
branches  of  lawful  industry  have  a  right  to  equal 
'  protection  by  the  laws.     There  can  be  no  ine- 
quality without   favoritism,  and   no  favoritism 
*  without  injustice." 

These  maxims  come  with  an  ill  grace  from  a 
class  of  citizens  who,  from  the  commencement  of 
the  Government  to  the  present  hour,  have  enjoyed 
every  species  of  protection  which  could  be  devised, 
and  who  have  been  unceasing  in  their  applica- 
tions for  what  is  now  styled  "favoritism"  and 
"injustice."  The  manufacturers  of  this  country 
require  but  half  the  protection  which  has  uniformly 
been  extended  to  commerce.  By  such  protection 
they  would  prosper,  and  shed  prosperity  on  the 
nation  at  large. 

"The  universal  opinion  of  well-informed  men 
has  now  established  it  as  a  general  rule,  that  the 
^  greatest  degree  of  national  wealth  is  to  be  ob- 
tamed  by  leaving  everyone  to  the  unfettered  use 
ot  his  labor,  skill,  and  capital;  for  it  is  in  this 
way  that  individuals,  of  whom  nations  are  com- 
posed, attain  to  the  greatest  prosperity." 
This  specious,  but  erroneous  theory,  accords  but 
ill  with  the  practice  of  our  Government  and  the 
requisitions  of  our  merchants.     Had  they  been  left 
to  "  the  unfettered  use  of  their  own  labor,  skill, 
and   capital,"  their  tonnage   never   would   have 
emerged  from  its  insignificance.    In  the  year  1789 
It  was  only  201,562  tons.     By  an  enormous  extra 
tonnage  duty  on  foreign  vessels  engaged  in  the 
foreign  trade— 7<X)  per  cent,  more  than  on  Amer- 
ican vessels— by  subjecting  foreign  vessels  engaged 
in  the  coasting  trade  to  pay  50  cents  per  ton  on 
every  entry,  whereas  American  vessels  paid  but 
six  cents  once  a  year— by  duties  on  teas  imported 
in  foreign  vessels,  which  averaged  27  cents  per 
pound,  while  those  on  teas  imported  in  American 
ressels  averaged  but  12,  being  an  advance  of  125 
per  cent,  in  favor  of  American  tonnage— by  these 
and  other  directions  of  "labor, skill, and  capital," 
enacted  by  the  first  Congress  in  1789,  the  Ameri- 
can  tonnage  rose  in  a  few  years  to  the  second 
grade  in   the   scale  of  nations— being   in    1792 
564,437  tons,  and  898,328  in  1798.  ' 

But,  we  respectfully  ask,  is  the  American  man- 
ufacturer left  to  the  "unfettered  use  of  his  own 
labor,  skill,  and  industry,"  when  he  is  expelled 
from  his  own  market  by  floods  of  rival  articles, 
introduced,  to  his  destruction,  by  the  American 
merchant,  or  by  foreign  merchants  or  manufactu-  i 
rers  7  Let  his  ''labor,  skill,  and  industry,"  be 
what  they  may,  he  is  constantly  '•  lettered^"  and 
too  often  ruined,  by  foreign  rivals. 

Your  memorialists  respectfully  state,  that  they 
cannot  conceive  why,  "  in  a  free  countrv,  where," 
according  to   the  Chamber   of  Commerce,   "all 


branches  of  lawful  industry  hare  a  right  to  equal 
protection  by  the  laws,"  the  manufacturers  and 
owners  of  ships  should  be  protected  from  foreign 
nvalship  m  the  coasting  trade,  and  the  man- 
ufacl^urer  of  woollens  and  cottons  look  in  vain  to 
the  Government  for  a  similar  protection,  when  his 
prospects  in  life,  and  those  of  his  children,  are 
blighting  and  blasting  by  that  rivalship.  If  this 
be  equal  protection,"  then  we  are  unacquainted 
with  our  own  language. 

"If  legislation  acts  upon  the  subject  of  trade 
^  which,  after  all,  is  more  safely  left  to  the  law  of 
man  s  nature,  by  which  he  is  incessantly  stimu- 
lated  to  do  the  best  for  himself,  and  ihecefore  for 
his  country,  it  should  act  for  the  removal  of  im- 
pediments and  restrictions,  not  for  the  creation 
'  of  them." 

To  be  consistent  with  this  doctrine,  the  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  ought  to  have  petitioned  for  a 
removal  of  all  the  "restrictions"  in  favor  of  com- 
merce with  which  the  statute  books  abound.    For- 
eign vessels  ought  to  be  admitted  to  pursue  the 
coasting  trade— the  discriminating  duties  on  teas 
ought  to  be  abrogated.     In  a  word,  ail  "  impedi- 
ments and  restrictions,"  enacted  at  their  instance, 
I  and  for  their  benefit,  ought  to  be  removed. 
I      "Beyond  the  limits  of  a  fair  resort  to  trade  for 
'  the  purpose  of  revenue,  and  the  case  of  public 
'  necessity,  or  high  public  exigency,  to  prepare  the 
'  Country  for  the  event  of  war,  restrictive  legisla- 
j  "on  upon  trade,  whether  it  be  in  the  shape  of 
'  prohibitions  of  one  branch,  or  bounties  to  ano- 
'  ther,  are  eminently  dangerous,  and,  to  a  commu- 
'  nity  as  extensive  and  diversified  as  this,  severely 
'  itnequal."  ' 

*'  It  has  been  deemed  the  wisest  course  to  abstain 
'  from  public  enactments  altogether,  and  to  leave 
'  the  hive  to  the  industry  and  instinct  of  its  labor- 
'  OTs,  without  attempting  to  direct  which  cell  shall 
'  he  first  filled." 

♦*  Revenue  is  almost  the  only  ground  on  which 
'  legislation,  in  regard  to  trade,  is  safe." 

'*  The  tariff  bill  is  a  political  theory ;  that  Gov- 
'  ernment  knows  better  than  an  individual  what 
'  IS  good  for  him,  and  can  better  employ  his  skill 
'  hjis  labor,  and  his  capital ;  that  it  is  wiser  and 
'  more  economical  to  buy  dear  of  our  own  people 
'  than  cheap  of  foreigners;  and  that  it  is  compe- 
'  tent,  in  these  times,  lor  a  nation  to  grow  wealthy 
'  aiid  happy,  with  her  gates  opening  outwards  to 
'  sell  every  thing,  but  to  buy  nothing." 

These  are  repetitions  of  a  trite  idea,  already  ad- 
vanced three  or  four  times — and  if  correct,  would 
be  a  pointed  condemnation  of  the  unceasing  appli- 
cations of  the  merchants  for  "  legislation  in  regard 
to  trade,"  and  of  the  whole  course  of  the  National 
Legislature  on  that  subject.     We  respectfully  ask, 
when,  in  1789,  prohibitory  duties  were  imposed  on 
manufactured  tobacco  and  snuff,  six  cents  per  pound 
on  the  former,  and  ten  cents  per  pound  on  the  latter 
— and  in  1816.  ten  centsontheone,and  twelvecents 
on  the  other,  to  exclude  foreign  tobacco  and  snuff, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  tobacco  planters,  were  these 
duties  imposed  with  a  view  to  "revenue?"     When 
foreigners  were  by  law  excluded  from  the  coasting 
trade,  under  penalty  of  confiscation,  was  that  for 


li 


3175 


APPENDIX. 


3176 


3177 


M? 


<    1 


1 


fflH 


Protection  of  American  Manufatiuret. 


"  the  purpose  of  revenue  ?"  Neither  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce  nor  the  tobacco  planters,  can  main- 
tain this  doctrine.  The  whole  revenue  from  snuff 
and  tobacco,  since  the  Government  was  organized, 
would  not  pay  the  salary  of  a  single  deputy  col- 
lector. How  then  can  it  be  asserted,  that  Con- 
gress has  a  right  to  impose  prohibitory  duties  for 
the  benefit  of  tobacco  planters  and  merchants — 
and  the  right  be  denied  with  regard  to  another 
class,  at  least  as  useful  ?  Is  it  not  wonderful  that 
a  respectable  body  of  citizens  should  advance  doc- 
trines so  utterly  untenable — so  contrary  to  the 
uniform  practice  of  our  Government — and  so 
completely  condemnatory  of  their  own  unceasing 
requisition!  on  Congress  ? 

"What  will  be  the  effect  of  a  prohibition  of 
'  foreign  merchandise,  as  extensive  as  that  now  to 
'  be  effected,  but  an  immediate  reduction  iiv,  value 
'of  the  labor  and  capital  of  the  cultivator,  to  the 
'  whole  extent  of  the  increased  price  that  he  must 
'  give  for  the  American  manufacture?" 

"  One  arm  of  the  nation  will  either  be  cut  off, 
'  or  maimed  forever,  under  the  vam  expectation 
'of  promoting  a  better  circulation  in  the  other.*' 

"If  we  take  nothing  from  Great  Britain,  she 
'  may  take  nothing  from  us,  if  she  can  obtain  the 
'  same  thing  from  her  own  colonies,  or  from  a 
'friend  that  will  at  the  same  time  become  a  cus- 
'  lomer." 

The  high  character  of  the  respectable  body  from 
whom  the  memorial  emanates,  forbids  the  idea 
that  they  did  not  believe  what  is  here  asserted — 
but  it  required  a  high  degree  of  excitement  to  en- 
tertain such  apprehensions.  That  "an  arm  of  the 
nation  will  be  cut  off;"  that  we  are  "  to  take  noth- 
ing from  Great  Britain  ;"  and  that  "a  prohibition 
of  foreign  merchandise,"  are  to  be  the  resullsof  im- 
posing additional  duties,  which  do  not  average  ten 
per  cent,  except  on  one  or  two  articles  of  worthless 
texture,  is  really  so  extravagant  an  idea,  as  to  ex- 
cite astonishment  how  it  could  ever  have  been  en- 
tertained. The  highest  duty  proposed  by  the  new 
tariff,  on  all  the  leading  articles,  is  lower  than  the 
lowest  of  the  duties  in  Great  Britain.  Yet  no  one 
has  pretended  that  the  British  have  ever  "cut  off 
one  of  their  arms"  or  legs.  As  well  might  we  as- 
sert, that  paring  theexcre.'^cencesof  a  man's  nails, 
was  cutting  off  his  leg  or  his  arm,  as  that  the  im- 
position of  even  double  the  duties  contemplated 
by  the  new  bill,  would  "  cut  off  one  arm  of  the 
nation." 

"  It  IS  intended  by  this  portentous  bill  to  change 
•  the  relations  of  the  United  States  with  the  whole 
'  world— to  compel  her  to  manufacture  all  she 
'  consumes— to  depend  for  nothing  upon  a  foreign 
'  country  which  it  is  physically  possible  for  her  "to 
<  make— and  to  withdraw  her  sanction  from  the 
'  mutual  relations  of  dependence  and  exchange, 
'  upon  which  the  retinement  and  the  happiness  of 
,  the  world  have  been  heretofore  supposed  to  de- 
,  pend." 

It  is  impossible  to  express  the  astonishment  and 
regret  we  feel  at  the  terrific  picture  thus  drawn  of 
the  consequences  of  a  bill,  which,  we  beg  leave  to 
repeat,  imposes  additional  duties  of  5,  G.'^S,  and  at 
most  10  per  cent,  except  on  a  few  articl'.'s,'wholly 


unimportant  in  themselves.  To  those  who  have 
not  seen  the  bill,  it  might  seem  to  be  an  absolute 
prohibition  of  foreign  commerce  altogether. 

It  is  to  be  lamented,  that  the  best  measures  ever 
devised  have  been  frequently  rendered  unpopular 
and  delected,  by  ascribing  to  them  consequences, 
to  the  last  degree  improbable.  We  ap|)eal,  on 
this  point,  to  the  sober  sense  of  the  respectable 
President  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  take 
the  case  of  chintzes,  silks,  broadcloths,  and  Brus- 
sels carpets,  in  full  disproof  of  the  terrifying  pre- 
dictions thus  hazarded.  Will  it  be  said,  that  a 
lady  will  forego  the  use  of  the  fine  chintz  or  silks 
for  her  gowns  because,  by  the  new  duties,  she  will 
have  to  pay  ten,  fifteen,  or  twenty  cents  per  yard 
more  for  them  ?  Will  a  gentleman  renounce  the 
use  of  superfine  imported  broadcloth,  because  a 
coat,  which  requires  two  yards,  at  ten  dollars  per 
yard,  will  cost  him  a  dollar  and  a  half  additional  ? 
Will  he  abandon  the  use  of  Brussels  carpels,  to 
ornament  his  rooms,  because  by  the  new  duties 
they  will  cost  20  or  30  cents  more  per  yard  ?  We 
might  thus  go  through  all  the  details  of  this  "  por- 
tentous bill!"  as  It  IS  ludicrously  styled,  against 
which  all  the  angry  passions  of  the  nation  are  un- 
justly and  causelessly  excited,  and  exfHJse  the 
weakness  of  the  objections — and  the  transcendent 
error  of  descanting  on  "  changing  the  relations  of 
'  the  United  States  with  the  whole  world  !"  and — 
"  withdrawing  our  sanction  from  the  mutual  re- 
'  laiious  of  dependence  and  exchange,  upon  which 
'  the  refinement  and  the  happiness  of  the  world 
'  have  been  heretofore  supposed  to  depend!"  but 
we  forbear,  trusting  that  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, as  soon  as  ttie  present  excitement  has  sub- 
sided, will  deeply  regret  lending  itself  to  such  a 
hideousand  unjust  portraitof  a  salutary  bill, calcu- 
lated not  merely  to  rescue  their  fellow-citizens  the 
manufacturers,  from  distress  and  suffering,  but  for 
the  benefit  of  the  whole  nation. 

"  The  tariff  is  not  wanted  for  the  existing  man- 
'  ufactures  of  the  country.  Under  laws  which 
'  from  ^ime  to  time  have  been  passed  for  their  aid, 
'  all  of  them  ofH-rating,  nevertheless,  as  restrictions 
'  upon  commerce,  and  a  tax  upon  the  cultivator 
'  and  consumer,  they  have  prospered,  and  now 
'  prosper." 

Here  is  an  unqualified  assertion,  decidedly  con- 
tradicted by  the  fact.  We  will  confine  ourselves 
to  the  cotton  and  woollen  manufactures,  though 
we  might  enumerate  twenty  more,  which  are 
languishing,  and  require  additional  protection. 
The  coarse  cotton  manufacture,  being  protected 
by  a  high  duty,  has  attracted  so  large  a  portion  of 
capital  and  industry,  which  could  not  find  other 
employment,  in  consequence  of  the  want  of  ade- 
quate protection  for  so  many  others,  that  it  now 
languishes  extremely  in  this  part  of  the  country. 
Many  of  the  establishments  are  either  wholly  or 
partially  suspended.  Tiiere  are  at  this  hour  in  the 
city  of  Baltimore,  immense  stocks  of  cotton  goods, 
and  400,000  lbs.  of  yarn,  for  which  there  is  no 
demand;  and  many  of  the  spinners  and  weavers 
are  obliged  to  suspend  their  operations.  Bank- 
ruptcy threatens  the  proprietors,  for  want  of  a 
market  for  their  productions.     The  woollen  manu- 
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factiire  is  in  a  sfill  more  drooping  state.  Many 
of  the  manufactories  in  this  neighborhood  are 
closed— the  proprietors  in  depressed  circumstances 
--and  their  work-people  discharged.  One-half  of 
the  woollen  manufactories  in  Rhode  Island  are 
closed,  and  those  that  are  still  employed  are  con- 
tinued in  the  hope  of  at  length  being  adequately 
protected  by  the  Government.  The  woollen 
manufactures  of  Massachusetts  are  likewise  in  a 
depressed  state.  And  yet,  in  the  face  of  these 
5trong  facts,  the  world  is  assured  that  the  modifi- 
cation of  "the  tariff  is  not  wanted  for  the  existin^r 
manufactures  I"  ° 

';Theperfectly  well  known   prosperity  of  some 

^  of  the  manufacturing  establishments  of  this  coun- 

try,  IS  however,  a  better  argument  than  any  de- 

rived  from  the  amount  of  duty  and  charges  on 

the  foreign  fabric;   for  if,  to  refer  to  one  case 

^  alone,  a  joint  stock  company  in  the  vicinity  cf 

Uoston  IS,  and  for  some  time  past  has  been,  able 

to  make  a  dividend  of  annual  profits,  exceedin<T 

^  twice  or  three  times  the   ordinary  interest  of 

^  money,  maintaining  and  improving  its  capital 

,  ft  the  same  time,  where  is  the  occasion  for  fur- 

,  f»"  a,ij7     Oo  others  want  their  skill  ?     Then  it 

IS  skill  that  IS  wanted,  and  not  public  bounty." 
^      What  IS  done  so  regularly  by  one  manufac- 
^  turer,  may  be  done,  with  similar  means,  by  more ; 

*  t,t,J!^^^'''  ^l^  "°^  '°  ^  g'^'^n  by  the  law, 
but  by  the  manufacturer." 

We  5'nc"ely  rejoice  that  an  appeal  is  made  to 
the  case  of  the  Waltham  factory.     It  is  an  over- 
whelrning  one,  and,  if  experience  were  allowed  to 
prevail,  ought  to  settle  the  question  of  high  duties 
lorever,  without  appeal.     Nothing  could  be  more 
unfortunate  for  the  views,  or  more  subversive  of 
the  theory  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce.     The 
duties  on  coarse  cotton   goods,  which   form  the 
great  mass   of  the   manufactures  of  Waltham 
were  from  50  to  100  per  cent.,  and  were  liable  to 
the  objection  now  strenuously  urged  against  the 
minimum  duly  on  coarse  woollens.     Those  arti- 
cle,  used   wholly  or  chiefly   by  the   poor,   were 
subject  to  the  above  high  duties,  averaging  75  per 
cent,  (and  the  lower  the  price,  the  higher  the  per 
centaee  of  duty,)  while  the  most  splendid  chintz- 
es   calicoes,  mull  mulls,  «tc.,  were  subject  to  only 
25  per  cent.     We  appeal  to  this  entire  nation, 
whether  experience,  the  only  true  test  of  theory, 
has   not    most   unequivocally,   in   this   case,    put 
down  all  the  gloomy  anticipations  which  were 
hazarded  on  the  subject  of  "taxing  the  many  for 
the  benefit  of  the  few,"  by  high  or  prohibitory 
duties  ?     Has  not  this  duty  conferred  a  solid  bene- 
fit on    "the  many?— has  not  the  result  been  to 
lurnish  the  poor  with  a  strong,  lasting  article,  as 
a  substitute  for  a  wretched,  unserviceable  one 
and  at  about   hnlf  the  former  price?     And  such 
has  been  the  advantage  of  the  powerful  protection 
thus  afforded— so  completely  is  the  manufacture 
established— so  high  is  the  reputation,  and  so  rea- 
sonable the  price  of  this  species  of  goods,  that  the 
first  East  India  merchant  in  this  city,  and  one  of 
the  first   in  the  United   Stales,  has  recently  de- 
clared that,  if  the  duty  were  now  repealed    the 
East  India  article  could  not  be  imported  to  com- 


pete with  our  own  substantial  manufactures 
|buch  has  been,  and  such  ever  will  be,  the  effect, 
ot  duties  sufficiently  high  to  protect  manufactures 
in  their  nascent  state. 

On  the  subject  of  "  the  annual  profits  exceeding 
twice   or   three   times   the    ordinary   interest   of 
money,     we  only  observe,  if  this  were  correct,  it 
would  prove  nothing  to  the  purpose— any  mire 
[than  the  successful   commerce  of  Mr    A—    of 
goston,  Mr.  B-,  of  New  York,  or  Mr.  C-,  of 
Philadelphia,   gentlemen  possessed  of  enormous 
capitals,  and  ot  course  enabled  to  carry  on  busi- 
ness to  immense   advantage,  would    prove  that 
pommerce  in  general  is  prosperous.     The  proprie- 
tors of  the  Waltham  factory  possess  an  immense 
capital,  and  enjoy  all  the  advantages  which  such 
a  capital  insures  its  possessors.     But  the  assertion 
js  not  warranted  by  the  fact.     A  large  proportion, 
probably  one-half,  of  the  profits  of  that  establish- 
ment, we  are  assured,  is  derived  from  the  manu- 
facture of  machinery.     And  it  is  much  to  be  re- 
gretted that  such  very  erroneous  impre.ssions  on 
t.his  subject,  have  been  allowed  to  prevail  so  loni? 
uncontradicted.  .  ° 

To  the  query  «  where  is  the  occasion  for  further 
aid  ?  we  reply,  that  if  the  Waltham,  and  other 
factories  of  that  description,  prosper  under  duties 
averaging  about  75  per  cent.,  it  affords  no  proof 
that   the   manufacturer  of  woollen   goods,   who 

has  only  a   protection   of  25   per  cent or  the 

manufacturers  of  iron,  steel,  brass,  copper,  tin, 
or  lead,  who  have  only  one  of  20  per  cent.,  do 
not  "want  further  aid."  Dives,  with  his  tables 
groaning  under  the  choicest  viands  that  plenty, 
with  her  cornucopia,  could  lavish  on  him,  might 
as  well  ask  why  Lazarus  «  had  occasion  for  fur- 
w  1  ?  '  *\^"y  inference  lie  from  the  case  of 
Wa  tham,  to  bar  the  poor  manufacturer  of  wool- 
len blankets  of  any  further  protection  than  15  per 
cent.— the  manufacturer  of  cotton  stockings  any- 
thing beyond  20— or  the  manufacturer  of  linen, 
whose  rival  comes  into  the  market  with  a  bounty 
from  his  Government  as  high,  and  in  some  cases 
higher  than  the  duty  here.  The  British  bounty 
on  the  exportation  of  linens,  at  six  pence  per 
yard  is  one  penny  half  penny,  or  25  per  cent. 
Our  duty  IS  only  15!  '^       "  ^ 

"  They  cannot  believe  that  the  effect  of  the 
^  tariff  IS  to  raise  the  price  only  for  a  short  time, 
and  then   to  bring  it   down   forever  helow  its 
former  range.     There  is  no  experience  to  justify 
'  the  assertion."  ' 

It  is  deeply  to  be  regretted,  that,  in  the  discus- 
sion of  subjects  of  such  vital  importance  to  the 
welfare  and  prosperity  of  the  nation,  facts  are  so 
very  frequently  overlooked,  disregarded,  or  dom- 
tively  misstated.     We  are  here  informed,  in  the 
most  unequivocal  manner,  that  "there  is  no  ex- 
perience to  justify  the  assertion,"  that  adequate 
protectionof  manufactures  by  high  duties,  "brings 
down  the  price  forever  below  its  former  range  " 
It  IS  wonderful  that  so  respectable  a  body  as  the 
Philadelphia  Chamber  of  Commerce  should  stand 
committed  for  such  a  declaration,  in  the  face  ot 
the  case  of  coarse  cottons,  on  which  we  have  al- 
ready dilated  sufficiently,  and  which  might  be 
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regarded  as  deciding  this  question  finally.  Nails, 
of  which  immoderate  quantities  were  formerly 
imported,  at  high  rates,  were,  in  1817,  burdened 
with  a  duty  of  four  cents  per  pound,  which  was 
about  fifty  per  cent,  of  the  price  in  Great  Britain. 
They  are  now  manufactured  here  in  superabun- 
dance, of  superior  quality,  and  sold  at  six  cents 
per  pound,  which  is  cheaper,  by  thirty  per  cent, 
than  formerly.  This  fairly  disproves  the  assertion 
of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce.  The  observation 
may  be  extended  to  all  kinds  of  chemicaLs — to 
manufactures  of  leather — to  printing  types — to 
books — and,  in  a  word,  to  every  article  whatever, 
which,  being  fully  protected,  encourages  the  em- 
ployment ot  adequate  capital,  and  creates  suffi- 
cient competition.  On  this  all-important  topic, 
we  beg  leave  to  quote  the  sound  and  irrefutable 
maxim  of  Alexander  Hamilton  : 

"  When  a  domestic  manufacture  has  attained 
'  to  perfection,  and  has  engaged  in  the  prosecution 
*  of  It  a  competent  number  ot  persons,  it  invariably 
'  becomes  cheaper.  ♦  *  *  The  internal  competi- 
'  tion  which  lakes  place,  soon  does  away  every 
'  thing  like  monopoly,  and  by  degrees  reduces  the 
'  price  of  the  article  to  the'minimum  of  a  reasona- 
'  ble  profit  on  the  capital  employed.  This  accords 
'  with  the  reason  of  the  thing,  and  with  expe- 


'  rience  " 


"Above  all,  will  the  influence  of  the  new  tariff 
'  be  prejudicial  to  the  interest  of  the  agricultural 
'  States." 

This  assertion  is  not  founded.  Agriculture 
languishes  for  want  of  a  market  for  its  surplus 

f)roduce.      Breadstuffs,   the   :jtaple   on    which   at 
east  three  or  four  million  of  our  citizens  (nearly 
half  the  agricultural  portion  of  oar  population) 
depend  for  support,  are  absolutely  prohibited  in  i 
almost  every  part  of  Europe.     With  our  export  | 
of  tobacco,  the  growth  in  that  quarter  materially  j 
interferes.     We  export  less  in  quantity  and  value,  i 
of  tobacco,  flour,  rice,  and  the  products  of  the 
forest,  than  we  did  in  1801,  although  our  popula- 
tion  has  nearly  doubled  since   that  time.     Our 
cotton  has  become  so  great  a  drug,   that   there 
were  on  hand  in  Great  Britain,  at  the  close  of  the 
last  year,  199,745  bales,  being  not  far  short  of  half 
the  import  of  that  year  from  the  United  States,  I 
which  was  448,164  bales — and  sixty  per  cent,  of 
the  consumption  of  our  cotton  for  the  same  period,  j 
which  was  only  334,415.     There  is  scarcely  a  j 
market  in  the  world,  in  which  our  flour  is  re- 
ceived, where  it  is  not   very  frequently  a  drug.  [ 
And,  as  respects  tobacco,  Curwen  «&.  Hagerty,  as  , 
intelligent  merchants  as  any  in  Great  Britain,  i 
under  date  of  December  31,   1823,  furnish  the 
following  melancholy  statement  for  the  planters 
of  that  article: 

,"  Tobacco  is  very  unsaleable,  and  lower  than 
'  we  have  ever   before  known  it.     The  exports  I 
'  from  the  United  States  have  so  overwhelmed  ] 
'  every  market  in  Europe,  that  there  is  absolutely  j 

*  no  outlet  for  exportation  from  this  country,  and 

*  no  prospect  of  the  stock  on  hand  being  con- 
'  sumed  in  it.  We  have  upwards  of  31,000  hogs- 
'  heads  in  Britain  and  Ireland,  whilst  the  con- 

*  sumption   does   not   exceed   14,000   hogsheads  ! 


'  The  stock  on  the  Continent  is  estimated  at 
'  44,000,  making  a  total  stock  in  Europe  of  75,- 
'  000  hogsheads,  being  10,000  more  than  one 
'  year's  consumption  !  Under  such  circumstances, 
'  immediate  improvement  in  this  article  would 
'  appear  impossible." 

Under  these  calamitous  circumstances  of  our 
three  great  staples,  can  it  be  "pernicious  to  the 
interests  of  agriculture,"  as  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce asserts,  to  make  a  domestic  market  for  that 
produce  of  the  soil  which  the  foreign  world  un- 
kindly refuses  in  exchange  for  her  manufactures, 
or  which,  if  received  by  her,  is  shipped  in  such 
quantities  as  to  glut  all  the  foreign  markets  ? 

"We  must  prepare  to  see  the  East  Indies,  the 
'  Brazils,  the  Black  Sea, every  quarter  of  the  habi- 
'  table  globe,  stimulated  by  l)ounty  to  itself,  and 
'  by  restrictions  upon  us,  to  take  our  place  in  the 
*  markets  of  Europe,  and  to  leave  these  commodi- 
'  ties  upon  our  hands." 

As  this  threat,  so  degrading  to  the  dignity  of 
an  independent  nation,  has  been  frequently  held 
out  and  employed  to  terrify  the  Southern  States, 
it  IS  proper  to  examine  it  at  length.     This  com- 
mercial hostility,  painted  in  such  strong  colors,  is 
as  much  as  could  possibly  take  place,  in  the  event 
of  a  sanguinary  warfare — indeed,  more  than  did 
occur  during  our  late  war.     We  imported  from 
Great  Britain  in  the  year  1822,  to  tbe  amount  ot 
§34,806.287,  and  exported  only  .'!ji24,498,347,  leav- 
ing a  balance  against  us  of  §10,400,000,  which 
absorbed  the  proceeds  of  our  commerce  with  the 
rest  of  Europe,  and  a  large  portion  of  that  with 
the  rest  of  the  world.     We  supplied  her  with  the 
produce  of  the  soil  in  its  rudest  state,  whereon  she 
supported  about  1,500,000  of  her  ."subjects.     We 
received    manufactures    from   her,   highly   elabo- 
rated, and  increased  in  value  three,  four,  five,  and 
ten  fold,  which  might  have  afforded  employment 
to  one  million  of  our  citizens.     Notwithstanding 
the  immense  disparity  of  advantage  in  this  com- 
merce— a  commerce  more  advantageous  than  any 
one   nation   ever   earned   on  with   another — far 
more   advantageous  to   Great  Britain   than    her 
mines  to  Spain,  she  will    not,   unless  when   in 
danger  of  famine,  allow  a  single   barrel  of  our 
flour  to  be  consumed  by  those  millions  of  people 
who  are  employed    to  supply  us  with  manufac- 
tures.    And  yet,  while  we  patiently  submit  to  the 
exclusion  of  one  of  our  great  &taple:,  to  the  im- 
poverishment and  severe  depression  of  the  farm- 
ing interest,  we  are  threatened   with  her  resent- 
ment if  we  dare  attempt  to  increase  our  duties  on 
her    manufactures,    with    restrictions    upon    our 
cotton  and  our  tobacco,  if  we  exercise  the  right 
of  an  independent  nation. 

Will  any  American,  possessed  of  the  spirit  of  in- 
dependence, submit  to  the  idea  that  Great  Britain 
may  and  does  exclude  the  grand  staple  of  nearly 
one-half  the  nation,  and  that  the  United  Stales 
must  not  dare  to  increase  the  duties  on  the  manu- 
factures of  Birmingham,  Sheffield,  Leeds,  and 
Manchester,  lest  she  should  prohibit  or  restrict  the 
use  of  our  tobacco  or  our  cotion  ?  The  free  mind 
revolts  at  such  a  degrading  idea.  Of  tobacco,  she 
consumes,  as  we  have  shown,  only  14,000  hhds. 
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per  annum,  and  our  cotton  she  can  no  more  dis- 
pense with,  than  she  could  dispense  with  receiv- 
ing our  grain  and  flour  in  the  event  of  a  famine. 
Without  any  such  daring  oflTence  as  imposing  extra 
duties  on   her  manufactures,  to  protect  our  own, 
and  to  reduce  our  expenses  within  our  income,  she 
received,  in  1817,  1818,  1819,  and  1820,  from  the 
East  Indies,  613,935  bales  of  cotton,  whereby  the 
price  of  our  staple  was  reduced   fifty  per  cent., 
which  spread  distress  and  embarrassment  among 
our  planters,  and  bankruptcy  among  the  shippers. 
And  should  the  crops  in  that  quarter,  in  the  Bra- 
zils, or   Egypt,  prove   superabundant,   her  mer- 
chants will  import  the  surplus  into  her  markets,  in 
the  way  of  trade,  without  intending  us  any  evil, 
and   regardless  whether  we  lay  on  new  duties,  or 
take  off  the  old.     These   are   considerations  by 
which   merchants  are  not  aflfected.     And   it  is  a 
disparagement  and  outrage  to  the  character  and 
wisdom  of  the  Government  of  Great  Britain,  to 
suppose  that  it  would   descend   to  such  a  step,  in 
order  to  disable   the   best  customer  of  the  nation 
from  being  able  to  pay  for  her  merchandise.     Let 
it  be  observed,  however,  that  notwithstanding  the 
immense  benefits   Great  Britain  enjoys  from   our 
trade,  she  favors  the  cotton  of  the  negro  empire  of 
Hayti,  in  preference  to  ours  !     Cotton  from  the  do- 
minions ot   Boyer,  is  imported  into  Great  Britain 
duty  free— whereas   that  from  the  United   States 
pays  six  per  cent. 

"  If  the  cottons  of  the  United  Slates  average  half 
'  a  million  of  bags  annually,  beyond  the  domestic 
'  consumption,  bringing  to  the  cultivator  upwards 
'  of  S20,000,0()0,  at  low  prices;  if  not  more  than 
'  fifty  thousand  bags  are  returned  upon  us  in  manu- 
'  factured  goods  from  all  the  world,"  &c. 

This,  we  respectfully  represent,  is  one  of  those 
wayward  arguments,  which  recoil  on  the  authors 
with  tenfold  force. 
We  shipped  of  cottoa,  in  1822,  to 

Great  Britain     -        -        .        .  450,686  bales. 

Havre 73.328 

To  other  ports  of  France,  supposed    25,000  I 


Total 


549,014  bales. 


The  proceeds  were,  according  to  the  Treasury 
returns,  824,035,053.  We  imported  in  the  same 
yearabout«10,0()O,000,  of  goods,  produced  not  from 
50,00(>  bales,  as  slated,  but  about  35,(tU0,  according 
to  estimates  made  by  mercantile  men  of  sound 
jifdgments.  Thus  it  appears,  according  to  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  that  less  than  one-tenth. 
but  in  reality  one  sixteenth  part  of  our  export  of 
cotion,  paid  us  tor  two-fifths  of  the  whole.  And 
this  is  the  gainful  trade,  for  the  preservation  of 
which  such  an  ardent  struggle  is  made  !  Can  any 
thing  prove  more  clearly  the  immense  superiority 
of  the  European  system  over  ours  ?  Two-fifths  of 
549,014,  or  219,000  bales,  are  paid  for  by  35  000 
or  at  most  by  50,000,  leaving  the  balance  to  sup- 
port the  Governments,  employ  the  capitals,  enrich 
the  capitalists,  and  feed  the  population  of  Europe, 
while  many  of  our  own  are  suffering  intensely  I 

"  If  our  tobacco  amounts  to  nearly  100,000  hogs- 
'  heads  beyond  domestic  consumption,  producmcr 


^  to  the  grower  eight   or  nine  millions  of  dol- 

,  lars—if  the  returns  for  their  value,  now  made  in 

foreign  fabrics,  are  not  to  come  hereafter  in  that 

shape,  the  United  States  must  prepare  not  to  see 

them  come  at  all." 

Where  the  means  of  information  were  so  easily 
procured  as  in  this  case,  this  loose  mode  of  argu- 
ment ought  to  have  been  avoided.  The  export  of 
tobacco  IS  far  from  100,000  hogsheads— and  the 
amount  far  from  eight  or  nine  millions  of  dollars. 
The  average  of  the  four  years  1819,  to  1822,  in- 
clusively, (we  have  not  the  returns  for  last  year  > 
was  only  73,000  hogsheads,  and  value  86,750,000. 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  in  1822,  received  from 

us  only  28.000  hogsheads,  amounting  to  $2,690,000 
of  which  a  considerable  part  was  ^r  exportation! 
Their  consumption,  we  once  more  repeat,  is  onlv 
about  14,000  hogsheads.  ^ 

"How  little  they  partake   of  the  evils   under 
which  the  commerce  and  agriculture  of  the  coun- 
!  '  try  now  sufler,  need  not  be  remarked.     It  is  at 
!  '  present  the  most  flourishing  branch  of  American 
'  industry." 
"This  branch  of  industry  [commerce]  has  con- 
fessedly suffered   more  than  any  other  by  the 
'  events  of  recent  years.     It  has  borne  its  disasters 

•  patiently.     They  have  been  the  inevitable  conse- 

*  quences  of  events,  which,  although  caused  by 
'  man,  man  has  neither  by  action  nor  legislation 
'  been  able  to  prevent,  and  scarcely  to  mitigate." 

Nine  years  have  elapsed  since  we  closed  our 
war,  in  a  state  of  prosperity  ;  every  man,  woman, 
and  child   in   the  country,  able  and  willing  to 
work,  employed.     We  have  advantages,  natural, 
moral,  and  political,  never  exceeded,  perhaps  never 
equalled.     Yet  here  is  an  open  and  precious  con- 
fession, that  two  of  the  great  branches  of  industry, 
agriculture  and  commerce,  are  in  a  suffering  state. 
j  1  he  third   branch,  manufactures,  with  some  few 
exceptions,  is  also  suflering,  as  we  have  already 
Slated.     We  trust  it  cannot  be  denied  that  such  a 
'  state  of  things  must  be  produced  by  an  unsound 
policy;  for  nothing  but  such  a  policy  could  have 
I  entailed  on  this  country  the  variety  of  suffering 
and  distress  experienced  since  the  close  of  the  war 
—which  are  still  severely  felt— and  to  which  noth- 
'  ing  but  a  radical  change  of  that  policy,  can  apply 
a  remedy.     We  respectfully  represent,  that  there 
IS  a  wonderful  discrepancy  in  the  statements  of 
the  opposers  of  any  modification  of  the  tariff.     At 
I  one  time  it  is  asserted,  with  all  the  confidence  that 
truth  ought  to  inspire,  that  the  country  is,  and  has 
I  at  all  times  been,  prosperous  and  flourishing,  and 
I  that  It  would  be  unwise  to  change  such  a  happy 
state  for  the  sake  of  experiments  which  might  mar 
;  our  prosperity  !     At  another,  as  in  the  present  case, 
1  the  calamitous  situation  of  affairs,  which  meets 
j  the  eye  in  almost  every  quarter  of  the  country,  is, 
i  with  equal  confidence,  alleged  as  a  reason  for  ad- 
I  hering  to  a  policy  which  paralyzes  the  industry  of 
I  a  nation  as  intelligent,  as  enterprising,  and  ener- 
getic, as  any  in   the  world— a  nation  which  re- 
quires only  a  sound  policy  to  rise  to  a  level  with 

thegreatest  nations  of  Europe,  in  point  of  "wealth 
I  power,  and  resources." 

I      "  England  has  grown  rich  in  spite  of  her  restric- 
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*  tions  upon  trade,  and  not  by  means  of  them. 

*  Her  wisest  statesmen  are  desirous  of  removing 


tenths  of  the  enumerated   manufactures,  are  sub- 
ject to  50  percent,  duty  ;  those  of  cotton  and  lea- 


'  them,  and  can  trace,  with  unerring  certainty,  to  :  ther  to  75,  glass  to  80,  linen  sails  to  104,  and 
'  their  operation,  a  large  part  of  the  oppression  checquered  or  printed  linen  to  172.  Here  is  fact 
'  under  which  the  fundamental  interest  of  that  against  assertion.  It  is  true,  some  of  their  theo- 
*  nation  languishes,  and  is  doomed  to  languish."  |  rists,  like  our  own.  hold  out  the  idea  of  a  relaxa- 
This  is  an  assertion  contradicted  by  the  whole  j  tion  of  duties  and  unrestrained  intercourse ;  but, 
tenor  of  history,  and  has  been  refuted  times  with-  |  until  they  act  upon  the  system,  their  sincerity  on 
out  number,     h  is  scarcely  possible  to  produce  a  |  the  subject  may  be  well  doubted.     It  would  not 


greater  error.  Previously  to  the  reigns  of  Edward 
111.  and  Edward  IV.,  England  was  feeble  and 
poor,  and  dependent  for  her  clothing  on  her  neigh- 
bors, who  purchased  her  wool,  and  sold  it  back 
again  to  her  in  a  manufactured  state,  at  three, 
four,  tive,  and  six  fold  advance.  Those  wise 
princes  laid  the  solid  foundations  of  her  prosper- 
ity and  greatness,  by  '-  restrictions"  and  bounties. 
To  those  "  restrictions"  of  the  interference  of  for- 
eign rivalship — to  the  rigorous,  undeviating,  and 


be  extraordinary,  if  those  plausible  theories  were 
urged  with  a  view  to  affect  the  policy  of  other 
nations. 

"  She  is  emphatically  the  example  o(  all  that 
'  individual  skill,  enterprise,  and  intelligence,  can 
'  achieve  for  the  production  of  wealth,  and  of  all 
'  that  perverted  legislation  can  do  to  make  it 
'  fruitless  of  national  happiness." 

This  is  quite  contrary  to  the  facts  of  the  case. 
Great  Britain   is  '•  emphatically  an  example"  of 


unceasing  protection  of  her  domestic  industry— |  what  a  sound  legislation  "  can  achieve"  by  the 
to  her  collecting  from  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  |  protection  of  national  industry  ;  and  what  wild 
raw  materials  to  employ  her  people,  and  selling  i  ambition  and  wasteful  wars  "can  do  to  make  it 
back  those  materials  manufactured,  as  sh^  does  !  fruitless  of  national  happiness."  Her  resources 
our  cotton,  at  an  advance  of  three,  five,  ten,  and  have  exceeded,  and  now  exceed,  those  of  any  other 
twenty  fold,  she  owes  her  prosperity.  By  those  nation,  ancient  or  modern— all  the  result  of  the 
restrictions  alone  she  has  fostered  her  manufactures  I  consummate  skill  of  her  statesmen.  Amassing 
to  their  present  flourishing  state.  We  instance  ,  wealth  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe  by  her  man- 
that  of  cotton  goods,  thus  brought  to  such  extent  !  ufactures,  she  was  enabled,  with  ease,  to  rai^e 
and  perfection,  that  it  affords  employment  to  five  S4,b30,0OO,O<30  by  taxes,  and  to  borrow  $2,070  - 
hundred  thousand  families,  averaging  four  per-  000,000,  during  the  wars  of  the  French  revolution, 
sons  each.  Out  ol  a  raw  material,  of  which  she  '.  She  is  now  paying  off  her  national  debt ;  has  di- 
does  pot  rajse  one  pound,  and  which  costs  her  but  |  minished  her  taxes  to  the  amount  of  $l>0,000,000 

thisextraor- 
revenue  be- 
yond expenditure  of  .§22,500,000  in  1822,  and  the 
same  in   1823;  her  manufactures,  of  every  kind, 


^^  |.v.,...u,  «uvj  1-^  1111.11  UU313  iirr  uui  iiiiiiibiifu  iier  laxtrs    lu  me  amount  OI 

«22,500,000  per annum,she produces 5jl80,000,000,  per  annum;  has  had,  notwithstanding 

and  thereby  lays  the  whole  world  under  contribu-  dinary  reduction  of  iaxe5,  a  surplus  of 

tion.     Whereas,  the  United  States,  which  raises  


more  than  two  thirds  of  the  whole  consumption 
of  Europe  and  America,  and  exports  nearly  five- 
sixths  of  her  crops,  receives  only   about   twenty, 
twenty-two,  twenty-three,  or  twenty-four  millions 
of  dollars,  for  that  portion  !     She  produces  out  of 
what  she  manufactures  only  about  825,000,000. 
We  respectfully  submit  to  your  honorable  Houses, 
that  the  history  of  the  world   can  scarcely  pro- 
duce a  greater  sacrifice  of  the  means  of  national 
prosperity  and   happiness.     It   might  as  well    be 
asserted,  that  the  earth   brought  ^rth   its  fruits, 
in  spite  of  the  sun  or  rain,  as  that  the  magnificent 
manufactures  of  Great  Britain,  allowed  by  all  the 
world  to  be  the  basis  of  her  transcendent  "  wealth 
power,  and  resources,"  the  birth  of  which  was  co- 
eval with,  and  which  owe   their  maturity  to,  re- 
strictions,  "flourish    in    spite   of    those    restric- 
tions." 


as  well  as  her  imports  and  exports,  are  rapidly  in- 
creasing ;  she  abounds  in  wealth,  so  that  her  sub- 
jects are  the  general  bankers  of  all  the  needy  em- 
perors, kings,  and  commonwealths,  in  the  world ; 
and  has  reduced  the  rateof  interest  to  three  |)er  cent. 
What  a  heart-rending  contrast  the  United  States 
exhibited  when  in  a  belligerent  state!  What  a 
heart-rending  contrast  she  now  exhibits  !  After 
a  peace  of  thirty  years,  enjoying  a  most  extensive 
commerce  for  nearly  twenty,  during  a  great  por- 
tion of  which  time  our  merchants  were  the  car- 
riers for  half  the  commercial  world  ;  the  United 
States  was  unable  to  raise  more  than  §36,000,000 
during  a  war  of  thirty  months — had  to  eke  out  the 
residue  of  her  expenses  by  exchequer  bills,  and 
loans  procured  with  great  difficulty — found  her- 
self 


rp.    .  „ .  .      ,    .  .  n  two  years  with  a  bankrupt  Treasury,  and 

That     her  wisest  statesmen  are  desirous  of  re-    in  a  state  of  extreme  peril ;  and  at  present  there 

"^  i  is  a  general  complaint  of  distress  and  embarrass- 
ment from  every  quarter  of  the  Union,  with  few 
exceptions.  Agriculture  is  suffering  by  the  de- 
preNsion  of  some  of  her  chief  staples — commerce 
languishing — and  manufactures,  with  few  ex- 
ceptions, drooping;  parents  not  knowing  what 
employments  to  provide  for  their  children  ;  a  large 
portion  of  the  capital  of  the  country,  although 
vastly  reduced  by  our  present  system,  lying  idle ; 
as,  in  the  employment  of  it,  there  is  no  security 
against  the  overwhelming  influence  of  foreign 
rivals.     The  Chamber  of  Commerce  itself  con- 


moving  those  restrictions,"  is  not,  we  believe,  by 
any  means  correct.  If  they  had  any  such  desire 
they  might  easily  accomplish  their  purpose.  Thev 
have  advantages  beyond  what  any  other  nation 
ever  possessed,  in  point  of  capital,  machinery,  and 
skill ;  and  yet  they  dare  not  open  their  ports  to 
foreign  manufactures.  Their  tariff  has  been  re- 
vised so  lately  as  lSiy,and  published  in  1820;  and 
the  old  complicated  duties  consolidated  ;  but  no 
repeal  or  relaxation  has  taken  place  to  admit  the 
consumption,  in  Great  Britain,  of  foreign  manu- 
factures.    All  non-enumerated  articles, "and  nine- 
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fesses,  as  we  have  shown,  that  agriculture  and 
commerce  are  both  in  a  state  of  depression;  yet 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States  possess  as  much 
"individual  skill,  enterprise,  and  intelligence,"  as  : 
the   British,  or  any  other   people  of  ancient  or  ' 
modern  times.     Where,   then,  lies   the  immense, 
the  incalculable  dirterence  between  the  state  of  the 
two  nations?     The  answer  is  plain.     On  the  one 
side,  the  ffigis  of  Governmental  protection  is  inter- 
posed to  prevent  the  industry  and  the  prosperity  of  '' 
the  British  manufacturers  from  being  crushed  by  ' 
foreign  rivals,  and  to  save  the  country  from  bein<r  I 
drained  for  the  purchase  of  what  it  can  itself  sup'  ' 
ply.     When  a  man  in   that  country  invests  any 
sum,  large  or  small,  in  any  branch  of  manufac- 
-tiires,  he  has  rarely  any  other  than  domestic  com- 
petition to  dread.     Our  citizens,  on  the  contrary, 
have  to  encounter  the  competition  of  all  the  man-  i 
ufacturing  nations  of  Europe,  and  thousands  and  i 
tens  ol  thousands  of  them  have  fallen  in  the  strug- 
gle, in  which   millions  of  national  wealth  have 
been  sacrificed.     This  is  the  true  secret  of  the  un- 
employed   capital,    the    existence   of  which    the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  admits.     The  merchants,  , 
who  have  at  all   times  strenuously  opposed  the  I 
protection  of  manufactures,  have  partaken  largely 
of  the  distress  produced  by  the  policy  which  t'hey 
so  uniformly  and  zealously  support. 

"Foreign  nations  shall  act  upon  the  principle 
'  of  taking  no  more  from  us  than  we  do  from 

*  them." 

Why  should  they  ?  We  do  not  act  thus.  We 
receive  from  Great  Britain  §10,000,000  per  annum 
more  than  she  "  takes  from  us." 

"  When  have  the  manufacturers,  here  or  in 
'  England  been  contented,  or  able  to  part  with  a 

*  bounty  which  the  law  has  once  given  ihem?" 

Just  exactly  at  that  point  of  time  when  the  mer- 
chants part  with  their  powerful  protection. 

"  Far  less  than  the  duties  of  the  proposed  tariff 
'  would,  it  is  apprehended,  give  a  munificent  re- 
'  ward  to  the  smuggler.  Spain  was,  and  is,  a 
'  country  of  prohibitions,  of  restrictive  duties,  and 

*  monopolies.    According  to  Bourgoanne,  the  Gov- 
'  ernment  lost   by  smuggling  70  per  cent,  of  its 

*  imposts." 

We  regret  to  find  such  an  alarm  sounded  on 
the  danger  of  smuggling,  in  consequence  of  a 
small  addition  to  the  existing  duties,  and  are 
astonished  that  such  an  argument,  so  void  of 
foundation,  and  so  often  refuted,  should  be  again 
brought  forward.  While  the  existing  tariff  abounds 
with  exorbitant  duties,  two,  three,  and  four-fold 
the  highest  proposed  to  be  imposed  by  the  new 
tariff,  as,  for  instance,  an  average  of  above  110 
per  cent,  on  teas — 200  per  cent,  on  spirits — 75  per 
cent,  on  wines — 50  per  cent,  on  pimento — 100  per 
cent,  on  pepper — ISO  per  cent,  on  salt,  we  respect- 
fully inquire  of  your  honorable  Houses,  and  the 
nation  at  large,  with  what  propriety  or  justice 
these  appeals  can  be  made  to  the  public  preju- 
dices, and  whether  any  danger  of  smuggling  can 
be  seriously  apprehended  from  duties  of  30  per 
cent,  on  woollens — 35  per  cent,  on  cottons — or  25 
per  cent,  on  manufactures  of  iron,  brass,  copper, 
steel,   tin,   lead,    &c.     These  are    the    principal 


articles  proposed  to  be  subjected  to  extra  duties. 
We  are  .sorry  to  say  that  the  frequent  presentation 
of  the  danger  of  smuggling  may  operate  as  an  en- 
couragement to  persons  destitute  of  principle,  to 
enter  on  the  practice,  when  they  find  such  a  re- 
spectable body  of  citizens  holding  out  this  as  a 
necessary  consequence  of  a  small  increase  of 
duties. 

Reference  to  the  case  of  Spain,  the  worst  ad- 
ministered and  most  imbecile  Government  in 
Europe,  is  not  calculated  to  aid  the  cause  of  the 
(;hamber  of  Commerce.  The  same  duty  was  there 
imposed  on  the  transit  of  goods  from  one  province 
to  another,  as  on  their  importation  from  foreign 
nations.  When  14  per  cent,  duty  was  imposed 
for  conveying  merchandise  over  an  imaginary 
boundary  line— when,  by  the  alcavala,  a  lax  of 
14  per  cent,  was  levied  upon  raw  materials,  and 
on  the  manufactures,  every  time  they  changed 
owners,  and  this  regulated  'by  the  selling  prices, 
and  therefore  constantly  increasing— when  salt- 
petre, gunpowder,  tobacco,  sulphur,  wax,  and 
quicksilver,  were  all  royal  monopolies — it  was  not 
wonderful  that  there  were  hosts  of  smugglers  to 
bid  defiance  to  the  public  authorities.  But  can 
this  wretched,  this  abominable  system,  be  for  a 
moment  compared  with  ours? 

"Except  whatever  provisions  are  necessary  for 
'  enabling  the  Government  to  stand  the  shock  of 
'  war,  the  danger  of  legislative  interference  with 
'  trade  becomes  extreme.  Be  the  wisdom,  and 
'  impartiality,  and  foresight,  of  the  Legislature 
'  what  they  may,  they  are  at  no  time,  and  under 
'  no  circumstances,  perfectlyadequate  to  the  task." 

This  is  an  assumption  not  warranted.  We 
have  superabundance  of  coal  and  iron  lying  un- 
touched in  the  bosom  of  the  earth— water  power 
in  abundance,  running  to  waste— and  thousands 
of  our  people  only  partially  employed.  Plans, 
perfectly  practicable,  whereby  those  dormant 
riches  of  nature  might  be  called  into  use,  and 
activity  given  to  the  industry  of  our  population, 
might  be  devised  by  almost  any  individual,  pos- 
sessed of  a  moderate  share  of  "  wisdom,  imparti- 
ality, and  foresight." 

"  Your  memorialists  are  unable  to  comprehend 
'  how  the  country  is  to  be  benefited  by  enticing 
'  into  manufactures  that  capital  which  it  is  said 
'  now  lies  unemployed.  What  difference  is  it  to 
'  the  country,  whether  the  capital  lies  unemployed, 
'  or  its  employment  is  paid  lor  by  an  additional 
'  charge  upon  the  consumer?  The  country  is  in 
'  no  respect  a  gainer  by  the  employment.  It  is 
'  not  intended  by  your  memorialists  to  say  that 
'  there  is  not  much  unemployed  capital  in  the 
'  country." 

There  is  no  difficulty  iii  comprehending  the 
benefit  of  putting  unemployed  capital  into  circu- 
lation. It  would  give  a  spring  to  agriculture,  by 
providing  a  market  for  its  raw  materials — afford 
profitable  employment  to  thousands,  who  would 
otherwise  be  partially  or  wholly  idle — and  add  to 
individual  and  national  wealth. 

"  What  is  to  be  the  fate'  of  that  capital  now 
'  employed  in  commerce,  and  which  the  tariff  ii 
'  to  displace  ?" 
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Supposing  such  a  displacement  lo  occur,  there 
is  an  easy  answer  to  this  query.  Commerce  is 
admitted,  by  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  to  be  io 
a  state  of  depression,  principally  owing  to  there 
being  too  many  engaged  in  it,  as  there  have  al- 
ways been  at  every  siage  of  our  progress  as  a  na- 
tion. If  it  were  in  the  power  ol  the  Legislature 
of  the  Union  to  establish  new  manufactures,  to 
extend  the  old,  or  to  create  any  new  employment 
for  a  third,  or  even  one-half  of  the  merchants  in 
the  country,  it  would  be  a  blessing  to  the  whole. 
There  would  be  enough  remaining  for  all  the 
profitable  business  we  can  carry  on.  In  whatever 
proportion  new  employment  is  created,  in  that 
proportion  will  the  merchants  be  benefited.  The 
small  abridgment  which  the  tanfl  would  cause  in 
the  foreign  trade,  would  be  amply  compensated 
by  an  increase  in  the  coasting  and  export  trade. 

"  The  operation  of  the  law  must  consequently 
'  fall  with  more  severity  on  the  poorer  classes." 

This  sympathy  for  the  poor  might  be  well 
spared.  The  coarse  woollen  fabrics  which  are 
proposed  to  be  subjected  to  high  duties,  and  which 
may  be  thereby  excluded,  are  to  the  last  degree 
worthless,  like  the  East  India  coarse  cottons;  and 
their  place  would,  as  m  the  latter  case,  be  supplied 
by  strong  and  durable  fabrics  of  domestic  manu- 
facture, and  at  lower  rates.  If  we  leei  for  the 
poor,  they  may  be  easily  relieved,  and  substantial 
oenefit  be  conferred  on  them,  by  lowering  the  du- 
ties on  molasses,  brown  sugar,  bohea  tea,  and  salt, 
which  are  about  45,  100,  120,  and  180  per  cent., 
while  watches,  clocks,  time-puces,  tartan  plaids, 
bombazets,  damask  table  cloths, siliis,  satins,  Can- 
ton crapes,  Chambray  gauzes,  &c.,  pay  but  15; 
girandoles,  lustres,  and  porcelain,  only  20  ;  and 
plated  ware,  broadcloths,  Cashmere  and  Merino 
shawls,  Brussels,  and  other  carpets,  kerseymere, 
chintzes,  and  calicoes,  only  25.  We  respectfully 
submit  that  this  extraordinary  discrepancy  of  tax- 
ation calls  loudly  for  reform. 

"  The  aid  of  the  tariff  has  been  constantly 
'  asked  by  the  manufacturers,  and  never  given 
'  back." 

We  state  in  reply,  that  "the  aid"  of  the  Grov- 
ernment  "has  been  constantly  asked,"  by  com- 
merce, and  uniformly  granted,  "  and  never  given 
back.'  For  eight  years  have  the  manufacturers, 
in  their  utmost  distress,  respectfully  "asked  the 
aid  of  the  Government,"  but  hitherto  in  vain. 

"  To  turn  over  to  beggary  the  ten  thousand  sea- 
*  men  employed  in  their  navigation,  and  theship- 
'  builders,  boat-builders,  blacksmiths,  sailmakers, 
'  ropemakers,  riggers,  caulkers,  joiners,  and  other 
'  artisans,  employed  in  their  construction.' 

The  deprecation  of  these  calamitous  scenes 
ought  to  be  postponed  until  such  a  result  be 
proved  or  rendered  probable ;  and  it  is  a  result 
which  canno',  will  not  follow.  It  is  the  "day- 
dream" of  a  heated  imagination.  The  American 
tonnage  employed  in  the  transportation  of  the 
articles  intended  to  be  subjected  to  additional  du- 
ties, for  the  benefit  of  manufactures,  is  not  much 
more  than  that  employed  in  the  trade  to  Hayti. 
And  the  whole  of  our  tonnage  employed  in  the 
commerce  with  England  in  1822,  was  only  119,- 


202  tons,  whereas  in  the  trade  to  Cuba,  we  em- 
ployed 118.405.  There  is  no  consideration  of,  or 
sympathy  for,  the  thousands  of  manufacturers, 
whom  our  excessive  importations  have  "consigned 
to  beggary"  since  the  war,  nor  of  those  who  are 
daily  consigned  to  the  same  calamitous  state. 

"  They  are  sincere  well  wishers  to  the  manu- 
'  factures  of  this  country.  They  will  always  be 
'  happy  lo  see  them  prosper,  under  that  due  pros- 
'  ecuiion  of  them  to  which  individual  skill  and 
'  capital,  in  the  present  slate  of  the  law,  are  per- 
'  fectly  competent." 

It  is  painful  to  us  to  state,  that  we  look  in  vain 
for  the  evidence  of  "  well-wishing,"  in  the  ar- 
dent, systematic,  undeviating,  and  unfortunately 
successful  opposition  constantly  made,  .since  the 
first  organization  of  the  Government,  by  the  mer- 
chants of  the  United  States,  to  every  attempt  to 
protect  manufactures — even  in  the  years  1819  and 
1820,  when  at  least  30,000  work-people  were  di- 
vested of  employment,  many  of  them  reduced  to 
pauperism,  or  to  break  stones  on  turnpike  roads, 
at  25,  30,  and  37^  cents  per  day,  and  when  hun- 
dreds of  the  proprietors  were  involved  in  destruc- 
tion, most  of  whom  might  have  been  rescued  but 
for  this  opposition. 

"  The  practice  of  no  foreign  nation  leads,  as 
'  your  memorialists  submit,  to  a  difl'erent  conclu- 


'  sion." 


A  slight  view  of  history  will  prove  that  this 
assertion  cannot  be  maintained.  Frederick  of 
Prussia  regenerated  his  country,  exhausted  by 
long  and  sanguinary  wars,  and  the  destructive  in- 
roads of  foreign  armies,  of  which  two  were  at 
once  in  possession  of  his  capital,  by  a  system  of 
exclusion  of  foreign  manufactures,  and  of  boun- 
ties on  those  of  his  own  country.  France  is  re- 
generated after  her  long  wars — her  subjugation 
by,  and  subjection  for  three  years  to,  hostile  ar- 
mies, and  a  military  tribute  of  S100,000,00{». 
Russia  tried  the  system  of  low  duties  and  aboli- 
tion of  prohibitions  for  the  years  1620  and  1821. 
Ruin  spread  over  the  face  of  the  land.  In  a 
Government  circular,  signed  by  Count  Nessel- 
rode,  the  following  melancholy  picture  of  the 
slate  of  the  country  is  drawn :  "  Agriculture  with- 
'  out  a  market — industry  without  protection — lan- 
'  guish  and  decline.  Specie  is  exported,  and  the 
*  most  solid  commercial  houses  are  shaken.  The 
'  public  prosperity  would  soon  feel  the  wound  in- 
'  flicted  on  private  fortunes,  if  new  regulations 
'  did  not  promptly  change  the  actual  state  of 
'  affairs.  Events  have  proved  that  our  agncul- 
'  ture  and  our  commerce,  as  well  as  our  manu- 
'  facturing  industry,  are  not  only  paralyzed,  but 
'  brought  to  the  brink  of  ruin."  Early  in  1S22, 
taught  wisdom  by  her  intense  distress,  she  en- 
acted a  new  Urifl;  containing  three  hundred  and 
forty  prohibitions,  which  are  daily  reviving  her 
prosperity.  Holland,  which  adopted  a  low  tariff 
in  1816,  has  ever  since  writhed  under  its  opera- 
tion. Her  manufactures  are  blasted — circulation 
is  sluggish — her  revenue  has  failed — her  real  es- 
tate IS  sunk  in  value  one-third — and  one-ninth 
pan  of  her  population  is  reduced  to  a  state  of 
pauperism.     In  one  word,  we  respectfully  state, 
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that  there  is  scarcely  an  instance  on  record,  of  a 
nation  arriving  at  perfection  in  manufactures 
without  the  protection  of  Government ;  and  that 
those  nations  which  are  principally  devoted  to 
agriculture,  are  almost  universally  impoverished, 
witness  Poland,  Italy,  Spain,  Portugal,  and  Ire- 
land, notwithstanding  their  transcendent  advan- 
tages. Whereas,  those  where  manufactures  are 
flourishing,  are  generally  wealthy,  and  abound  in 
specie — witness  France  and  England.  So  true  is 
the  maxim  of  Alexander  Hamilton — 

"  The  importation  of  manufactured  supplies 
'  seems  invariably  to  drain  the  merely  agricultural 
'  f)eople  of  their  wealth.  Let  the  situation  of  the 
'  manufacturing  countries  of  Europe  be  compared, 
'  in  this  particular,  with  that  of  countries  which 
'  only  cultivate,  and  the  disparity  will  be  striking." 

"  The  effect  is  morally  certain.  So  much  so  as 
'  almost  to  infer  the  intention  in  those  who  pro- 
'  mote  the  cause — it  is  to  paralyze  and  deaden,  by 
'  one  blow,  that 'portion  of^  the  commercial  capital 
'  of  this  country  which  is  employed  in  the  pur- 
'  chase,  importation,  and  distrit)Ution,  of  all  that 
*  the  new  tariff  shall  exclude  from  the  country." 

We  regret,  and  are  astonished  at,  the  insinua- 
tion conveyed  in  these  lines.  It  is  not  warranted ; 
it  is  not  generous.  What !  are  we  to  be  told  that 
the  manufacturers  of  the  United  States,  depressed, 


and  many  of  them  in  danger  of  bankruptcy,  by 
the  overwhelming  influx  of  foreign  rival  articles, 
and  seeking  of  their  Government  that  paternal 
protection  afforded  to  this  class  by  all  the  Grov- 
ernments  of  the  old  world,  except  Holland,  and 
by  all  those  of  the  new,  have  the  barbarous  "  in- 
'  tention  of  paralyzing  and  deadening,  by  one 
'  blow,  that  portion  of  the  commercial  capital  of 
'  the  country  which  is  employed  in  the  purchase, 
'  importation,  and  distribution,  of  all  that  the  new 
'  tariff  shall  exclude  from  the  country  ?"  We 
refrain  from  the  expression  of  the  acute  feelings 
this  very  harsh  insinuation  is  calculated  to  excite, 
and  trust  that  its  authors  cannot  fail,  on  reflection, 
to  regret  its  use,  and  to  wish  it  were  possible  to 
have  It  expunged. 

The  premises  being  duly  considered,  we  re- 
spectfully request  your  honorable  Houses  will  di- 
gest such  a  system  as  will  secure  to  your  manu- 
facturing fellow-citizens  a  portion  of  the  efficient 
protection  which,  from  the  dawn  of  the  Govern- 
ment, has  been  paternally  and  wisely  extended  to 
commerce  and  tobacco  planting. 

Signed  by  order. 

WM.  TILGHMAN,  President. 
Mathew  Carey. 

Philadelphia,  March  10,  1824. 
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PUBLIC  ACTS   OF   CONGRESS; 

I 

PASSED  AT  THE  FIRST  SESSION  OF  THE  EIGHTEENTH  CONGRESS,  BEGUN  AND  HELD 
AT  THE  CITY  OF  WASHINGTON,  MONDAY,  DECEMBER  1,  1823. 


1 

An  Act  appropriating  a  certain  sum  of  money  for  the 
relief  of  UanicI  D.  Tompkins. 

Be  it  enacts  by  Ote  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  tlie  United  States  (If  America  in  Congress 
assembled^  Tbat  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be, 
and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  to  pay  to  Daniel  D. 
Tompkins,  late  Governor  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury,  not 
otherwise  appropriated,  the  sum  of  thirty-fire 
thousand  one  hundred  and  ninety  dollars;  being 
the  amount  reported  in  favor  of  the  said  Daniel 
D.  Tompkins,  by  the  acounting  officers  of  the 
Treasury,  in  compliance  with  the  act  of  Congress, 
entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  settlement  of 
the  accounts  of  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  late  Gov- 
ernor of  the  Slate  of  New  York,"  passed  the 
twenty-first  February,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred twenty-three. 

Approved,  December  22,  1823. 


An  Act  authorizing  the  Secretary  oi  the  Treasury  to 
furnish,  for  the  use  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  an 
abstract  of  the  Military  Bounty  Lands,  lying  with- 
in the  same. 

Be  if  enacted^  ^c,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  cause  a  complete 
abstract  to  be  made  out  and  transmitted,  for  the 
use  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  to  the  Governor 
of  said  Territory,  of  all  the  military  bounty  lands, 
which  have  been  patented  to  the  soldiers  of  the 
late  army,  or  to  their  legal  representatives,  lyiijg 
within  the  same,  designating  the  tract,  the  nan(ie 
of  the  patentee,  and  the  time  when  issued. 

Approved,  January  1,  1824. 

An  Act  concerning  discriminating  duties  of  Tonnage 

and  Impost. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That,  from  and  after  the  first 
day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-four,  during  the  continuance  of  this  act, 
and  under  the  limitations  hereinafter  mentioned, 
so  much  of  the  several  acts  imposing  duties  on 
the  tonnage  of  vessels  in  the  ports  of  the  United 
States,  ai.  imposes  a  discriminating  duty  between 
foreign  vessels  and  vessels  of  the  United  States,  is 
hereby  suspended,  so  far  as  respects  vessels  truly 
and  wholly  belonging  to  subjects  or  citizens  of' 
the  kingdom  of  the  Netherlands;  of  Prussia;  of 
the  Imperial  Hanscatic   Cities  of  Hamburg,  Lu-  ' 
bee,  and  Bremen  ;  of  the  dukedom  of  Oldenburg ;  | 
of  the  kingdom  of  Norway,  of  the  kingdom  of 
Sardinia,  and  of  (he  Empirt.-  of  Russia. 


Sec.  2.  And  he  itfuHlier  enacted,  That  so  much 
of  the  several  acts  imposing  duties  on  goods 
wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  into  the  United 
States,  as  imposes  a  discriminating  duty  between 
goods  imported  into  the  United  Stales  in  foreign 
vessels  and  in  vessels  of  the  United  States,  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby  suspended,  so  far  as  the  same  re- 
spects the  produce  or  manufactures  of  the  territories 
in  Europe,  of  any  of  the  abovementioned  nation?,  or 
such  produce  and  manufacture  as  can  only  be,  or 
most  usually  are,  first  shipped  from  a  port  or  place 
in  the  said  territories  in  Europe,  of  either  of  thera, 
respectively,  the  same  being  imported  in  vessels 
truly  and  wholly  belonging  to  the  subjects  or  citi- 
zens of  each  of  the  said  nations,  respectively,  the 
vessels  of  each  nation  importing  its  own  produce 
and  manufactures  as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  sus- 
pension of  the  discriminating  duties  of  tonnage 
and  impost,  in  the  two  preceding  sections  of  this 
act  prescribed,  shall  continue,  in  behalf  of  each  of 
the  abovementioned  nations,  on  condition  that, 
and  so  long  as,  the  vessels  of  the  United  States, 
and  truly  wholly  belonging  to  the  citizens  thereof, 
and  all  goods  and  merchandise,  of  the  produce 
and  manufacture  of  the  United  States,  laden  there- 
in, and  imported  into  any  of  the  ports  of  the  said 
nations  in  Europe,  respectively,  shall  be  exempted 
from  all  and  every  discriminating  duty  of  impost 
or  tonnage,  direct  or  indirect,  whatsoever,  other 
or  higher  than  is  levied  upon  the  vessels  and  mer- 
chandise therein  imported,  belonging  to  the  sub- 
jects or  citizens  of  each  of  the  said  nations,  re- 
spectively. But  if,  in  any  of  the  territories  in  Eu- 
rope, of  either  of  the  said  nations,  any  such 
discrirninating  duty  shall,  at  any  time,  be  imposed 
or  levied  on  vessels  wholly  belonging  to  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  or  on  the  merchandise  im- 
ported as  aforesaid  in  them,  then,  and  from  that 
time,  the  said  suspension  herein  prescribed  shall 
cease  and  determine,  so  far  as  respects  the  vessels, 
and  merchandise  imported  into  the  United  States 
in  them,  of  such  nations ;  and  all  the  provisions 
of  the  acts  imposing  discriminating  foreign  ton-' 
nage  and  impost  duties  in  the  United  States,  shall 
revive  and  be  in  full  force,  with  regard  to  the  said 
nation. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  U  furUier  enacted,  That  upon 
satisfactory  evidence  being  given  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  by  the  Government 
of  any  foreign  nation,  that  no  discriminating  du- 
ties of  tonnage  or  impost  are  imposed  or  levied 


1  !^ 


3195 


APPENDIX. 


3196 


Public  Acts  of  Congress. 


within  the  ports  of  the  said  nation,  upon  vessels 
wholly  belonging  to  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
or  upon  merchandise,  the  produce  or  manufac- 
ture thereof,  imported  in  the  same,  the  Presi- 
dent is  hereby  authorized  to  issue  his  proclama- 
tion, declaring  that  the  foreign  discriminating 
duties  of  tonnage  and  impost,  within  the  United 
States,  are,  and  shall  be,  suspended  and  discon- 
tinued, so  far  as  respects  the  vessels  of  the  said 
nation,  and  the  merchandise  of  its  produce  or 
manufacture,  imported  into  the  United  States  in 
the  same ;  the  said  suspension  to  take  effect  from 
the  time  of  such  notification  being  given  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  to  continue 
so  long  as  the  reciprocal  exemption  of  vessels,  be- 
longing to  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  mer- 
chandise, as  aforesaid,  thereon  laden,  shall  be 
continued  and  no  longer. 
Approved,  January  7,  1924. 


An  Act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  "An  tct  for 
the  relief  of  peroiM  imprisoned  for  debt." 

Be  it  euaOed,  d^c,  That  the  oath  prescribed  by 
the  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  persons 
imprisoned  for  debt,"  passed  on  the  sixth  day  of 
January,  Anno  Domini  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred, may  be,  in  all  cases,  administered  to  the  per- 
son entitled  to  take  the  same,  either  by  any  judee 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  or  by  the  district  judge  ^r 
the  district  within  which  such  person  may  be,  or  by 
any  person  or  persons  commissioned  by  any  judge 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  or  the  said  district  judge, 
for  that  purpose. 

Approved,  January  7,  1824. 


shall  be  necessarily  employed,  in  the  exploring, 
surveying,  and  marking,  said  road  :  And,  for  the 
purpose  of  compensating  the  aforesaid  commis- 
sioners and  their  assistants,  and  for  opening  and 
making  said  road,  there  shall  be,  and  hereby  is, 
appropriated,  the  sum  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars, 
to  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  m  the  Treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved;  January  31,  1324. 


An  Act  to  authorize  the  surreying  and  making  a  road 
from  a  point  opposite  to  Memphis,  in  the  State  of 
Tennessee,  no  Little  Rock,  in  the  Territory  of  Ar- 
kansas. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to 
appoint  three  commissioners,  who  shall  explore, 
survey,  and  mark,  in  the  most  eligible  course,  a 
road  from  a  point  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river 
Mississippi,  opposite  to  the  town  of  Memphis,  in 
the  State  of  Tennessee,  to  Little  Rock,  in  the 
Territory  of  Arkansas ;  the  said  commissioners 
shall  make  out  accurate  plats  of  such  surveys,  ac- 
companied with  field  notes,  and  certify  and  trans- 
mit the  same  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  who,  if  he  approves  of  the  said  survey, 
shall  cause  the  plats  thereof  to  be  deposited  in 
the  Office  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  Slates, 
and  the  said  road  shall  be  considered  as  established 
and  accepted. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said 
road  shall  be  opened  and  made  under  the  direction 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  who  is 
hereby  authorized  to  employ  the  troops  of  the 
United  Slates  in  the  completion,  or  assistin«y  in 
the  completion,  of  said  road.  * 

Sec.  3.  Amt  be  it  further  enacted;  That  the  said 
commissioners  shall,  each,  be  entitled  to  receive 
three  dollars,  and  their  assistants  one  dollar  and 
fifty  cents,  for  each  and   every  day  which   they 


An  Act  authorizing  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking 
Fund  to  purchase  the  seven  per  cent,  stock  of  the 
United  States,  in  the  year  1824. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^r.,  That  the  Commissioners  of 
the  Sinking  Fund  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  author- 
ized to  purchase,  during  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-four,  any  stock  of  the 
United  States,  bearing  an  interest  of  seven  per 
centum  per  annum,  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  eight 
millions  six  hundred  and  ten  thousand  dollars, 
upon  such  terms  as  they  may  think  proper,  not 
exceeding  the  following  rates  above  the  principal 
sum  purchased,  that  is  to  say  : 

For  all  such  stock  as  they  may  purchase  before 
the  fir^t  day  of  April  next,  at  a  rate  not  exceeding 
two  dollars  for  every  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars, 
in  addition  to  the  interest  which  would  have  ac- 
crued on  that  day  upon  the  said  stock  ; 

For  all  such  stock  which  they  may  purchase 
between  the  first  day  of  April  and  the  first  day 
of  July  next,  at  a  rate  not  exceeding  seventy-five 
cents  on  every  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  interest  which  would  have  accrued 
on  the  day  last  mentioned  ; 

For  all  such  stock  which  they  may  purchase 
between  the  first  day  of  July  and  the  first  day  of 
October  next,  at  a  rate  not  exceeding,  on  every 
sum  of  one  hundred  dollars,  the  amount  of  inter- 
est which  would  have  accrued  on  the  day  last 
mentioned  ;  and 

Vox  all  such  stock  which  they  may  purchase 
between  the  first  day  of  October  next  and  the 
first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twenty-five,  at  a  rate  not  exceeding  the  prin- 
cipal and  the  interest  which  shall  have  accrued 
at  the  day  of  purchase. 

Sec.  2.  And  /v  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said 
Commissioners  are  hereby  authorized  to  make 
such  purchases,  under  the  foregoing  restrictions, 
at  such  times  and  places  as  they  may  deem  mo<t 
expedient,  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury 
heretofore  appropriated  for  the  redemption  of  the 
public  debt,  or  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury 
not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  January  22,  1824. 

An  Act  making  appropriation  for  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  twenty-four. 
Be  U  ena<i,d,  f  c,  That  the  sum  of  two  hundred 
and  sixty-five  thousand  one  hundred  and  forty  dol- 
lars, be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  for 
the  compensation  granted  by  law  to  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives,  and  to  the  officers, 
clerks,  and  servants,  of  both  Houses  of  Congress, 
and  for  defraying  the  contingent  expenses  thereof; 
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and  that  the  same  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in 
the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated. 
Approved,  January  19,  1824. 


An  Act  further  extending  the  term  of  half  pay  pen- 
sions to  the  widows  and  children  of  officers,  seamen, 
and  marines,  who  died  in  the  public  service. 
Be  it  enacted^  ^c,  That,  in  all  cases  where  pro- 
vision has  been  made  by  law  for  five  years'  half 
pay  to  the  widows  and  children  of  oficers,  sea- 
men, and  marines,  who  were  killed  in  battle,  or 
who  died  in  the  naval  service  of  the  United 
States,  during  the  late  war;  and,  also,  in  all 
cases  where  provision  has  been  made  for  extend- 
ing the  term  for  five  years,  in  addition  to  the  first 
term  of  five  years,  the  said  provision  shall  be 
further  extended  for  an  additional  term  of  ft'.'e 
years,  to  commence  at  the  end  of  the  second  term 
of  five  years,  in  each  case,  respectively,  making 
the  provision  equal  to  fifteen  years'  half  pay  ; 
which  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  fund  heretofore 
provided  by  law:  and  the  said  pensions  shall 
cease,  from  the  causes  mentioned  in  the  laws  pro- 
viding the  same,  respectively,  , 

Sec.  2,  Aiid  be  it  fnrtlier  enacted,  That,  Uom 
and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  to  amend  and  explain  an  act  giv^ing 
pensions  to  the  orphans  and  widows  of  persons 
slain  in  the  public  or  private  armed  vessels  ofthe 
United  States,"  passed  March  the  third,  one  tl^ou- 
sand  eight  hundred  and  seventeen,  be,  and  jthe 
same  is  hereby  repealed  :  Provided,  h/wever,  That 
nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  be  constr|ued 
to  prevent  the  payment  of  any  pension  alrejady 
granted,  until  the  full  expiration  of  the  period 
thereof;  nor  to  affect  or  impair  the  righta  of  any 
person  or  persons  which  may  have  accrued  dur- 
ing the  existence  of  the  act  hereby  repealed  as 
aforesaid. 
Approved,  January  22,  1824. 

An  Act  to  revive  and  continue  in  force  an  act,  <nti 
tied  "An  act  fixing  the  compensations  of  the  Secre* 
tary  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the  House  of  ftep- 
resentative«,  of  the  Clerks  employed  in  their  offices, 
and  of  the  Librarian." 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  an  act,  passed  the  eigh- 
teenth of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eighteen,  entitled  'An  act  fixing  the  compensa- 
tions of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  of  the  Clerks  em- 
ployed in  their  offices,  and  of  the  Librarian,"  be, 
and  the  same  is  hereby  declared  to  be,  revived 
and  continued  in  force,  until  the  first  day  of  Jan- 
uary, eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-six. 

Approved,  February  20,  1824.  | 

An  Act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of 
John  Michael,  deceased. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  Secretary  of  State 
l)e,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  required  to 
deliver  to  Jesse  Mercer,  administrator  de  Ixjuis  non, 
with  the  will  annexed,  ufwn  the  estate  of  John 
Michael,  late  of  Hancock  county,  in  the  Slate 
of  Georgia,  deceased,  or  to  the  legally  constituted 


attorney  in  fact  of  the  said  Jesse  Mercer,  admin- 
istrator as  aforesaid,  a  certificate,  numbered  one 
thousand  and  ninety-five,  issued  by  the  New  Eng- 
land Mississippi  Land  Company,  in  the  name  of 
Robert  Williams,  jr.,  for  twenty  thousand  acres  of 
land,  which  said  certificate  is  annexed  to  a  relin- 
quishment executed  by  the  said  John  Michael,  by 
his  attorney  in  fact.  Bowling  Hall,  bearing  date 
on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  February,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  fifteen,  and  is  now  on  file  in  the  office  of 
the  said  Secretary  of  State  :  Provided,  That  be- 
fore delivering  said  certificate,  the  said  Secretary 
of  State  shall  make  and  retain  a  copy  of  said  cer- 
tificate in  his  office,  and  shall  also  take  the  re- 
ceipts of  said  Jesse  Mercer,  or  his  attorney  in  fact, 
for  the  same. 
Approved,  February  20,  1824. 


An  Act  to  extend  the  time  limited  for  the  settlement  of 
private  land  claims  in  the  Territory  of  Florida. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  time  limited  for  the 
settlement  of  private  land  claims  in  the  Territory 
of  Florida,  by  an  act  of  the  seventeenth  Congress, 
entitled  "An  act  amending,  and  supplementary  to, 
the  act  for  ascertaining  claims  and  titles  to  land 
in  the  Territory  of  Florida,  and  to  provide  for  the 
survey  and  disposal  of  the  public  lands  in  Florida," 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  extended  and  enlarged, 
until  the  first  day  of  January  next,  when  the  com- 
missioners for  ascertaining  claims  and  titles  to 
the  lands  aforesaid,  shall  make  a  return  of  their 
proceetlings  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to 
be  laid  before  Congress. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  claim- 
ant or  claimants  shall  not  be  required  to  produce, 
in  evidence,  aderaignment  of  title  from  the  original 
grantee  or  patentee,  but  the  exhibition  of  the  ori- 
ginal title  papers,  agreeably  to  the  fourth  section 
of  an  act,  passed  the  eighth  of  May,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  twenty-iwo,  entitled  "An  act  for  ascer- 
taining claims  and  titles  to  lands  within  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Florida,"  with  the  deed  or  devise,  to  the 
claimant,  and  the  office  abstract  or  abstracts  of 
the  intermediate  conveyances  for  the  last  ten 
years  preceding  the  surrender  of  Florida  to  the 
United  States,  and,  where  they  cannot  be  pro- 
duced, their  absence  being  satisfactorily  accounted 
for,  shall  be  sufficient  evidence  of  the  right  of 
the  claimant  or  claimants  to  the  land  so  claimed 
as  against  the  United  States  :  Provided,  That  the 
claim  be  defined  in  quantity,  and  the  amount  does 
not  exceed  the  quantity  limited  in  the  second  sec- 
tion of  the  act  which  this  is  intended  to  extend  : 
And,  provided,  The  conditions  required  by  the  laws 
and  ordinances  of  the  Spanish  Government,  and 
the  treaty  between  Spain  and  the  United  Stales, 
shall  have  been  complied  with. 

Sec.  3.  Ami  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  per- 
son shall  be  taken  and  deemed  to  be  an  actual 
settler,  wiihin  the  provisions  of  the  "Act  amend- 
ing, and  supplementary  to,  an  act  for  ascertain- 
ing claims  and  titles  to  land  in  the  Territory  of 
Florida,"  passed  on  the  third  day  of  March,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-three,  unless 
such  person,  or  those  under  whom  he  claims  title, 
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shall  have  been  in  the  cultivation,  or  occupation, 
of  the  land,  at  and  before  the  period  of  the  cession. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  U/iirther  enacted,  That  so  much 
of  the  act  of  which  this  is  an  amendment,  as  au- 
thorizes the  Secretary  of  the  said  Commissioners 
to  demand  and  receive  from  the  claimants  ten 
cents  per  iiundred  words  for  recording  titles  to 
land,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enadtd,  That  the  for- 
mer Secretaries,  or  those  who  may  now  be  Sec- 
retaries, to  the  said  Board  of  Commissioners,  who 
shall  have  received  their  salary  of  one  thousand 
two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  from  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States,  which  is,  by  law,  declared 
to  be  their  full  compensation,  shall  be,  and  they 
are  hereby,  required  to  pay  over,  respectively,  to 
the  Commissioners,  conformable  with  the  provi- 
.•iions  of  the  original  law,  all  such  fees  as  have 
been  demanded  and  received  by  them,  which  shall 
be  appropriated  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the 
commission. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  so  much 
of  the  acts  of  which  this  is  amendatory,  as  makes 
void  all  claims  not  filed  before  the  iSr.st  day  of 
December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-three, be,  and  the  .^ame  is  hereby,  repealed  ; 
and  it  shall  be  lawful  for  claims  to  be  tiled  any 
time  previous  to  the  first  day  of  Septemljer  next ; 
but  all  and  every  claim  not  filed  by  that  time, 
shall  be  held  and  deemed  void  and  of  none  effect. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  each  of 
the  Commissioners  heretofore  appointed,  or  who 
may  hereafter  be  appointed,  who  has  performed, 
and  shall  hereafter  perform,  the  duties  assigned 
him,  shall  receive,  from  the  first  Monday  in  Feb- 
ruary, until  the  first  day  in  January  next,  at  the 
rate  of  two  thousand  dollars  per  annum,  in  full 
compensation  for  his  services.  " 

Approved,  February  28,  1824. 


is  hereby,  appropriated,  to   be  paid  out  of  any 

money  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Sec.  4.  Ami  be  it  furtlur  enacted,  That  the  Pre- 
sident be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  cause  to 
be  surveyed  and  marked  out,  the  most  direct  and 
practicable  route  for  a  public  road  from  Cape 
Sable,  passing  by  Charlotte  Harbor  and  Bay  of 
Tampa,  to  the  point  where  the  Suwaney  river 
will  be  intersected  by  the  road  to  be  opened  from 
Pensacola  to  St.  Augustine,  and  to  cause  to  be 
surveyed  and  marked  out,  the  route  lor  a  public 
road  from  Cape  Florida  to  St.  Augustine. 

Sec  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  for  de- 
fraying the  expenses  of  the  surveys  aforesaid,  the 
sum  of  three  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby,  appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money 
in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated. 
'Approved,  February  28,  1824. 


An  Act  to  regulate  the  surveying  of  the  public  and 
private  lands  in  the  southern  part  of  Alabama. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  all  the  lands  in  the  State 
of  Alabama  shall  be  attached  to  the  district  of  the 
Surveyor  of  the  Public  Lands  in  the  State  of  Al- 

j  abama,  and  the  surveying  of  all  public  and  private 
lands  in  the  said  Slate  shall  hereafter  be  made 
under  his  direction  ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  principal  Deputy  Surveyor  of  the  district  east 

I  of  the  island  of  New  Orleans,  and  east  of  Pearl 
river,  to  return  the  plats  of  all  private  claims 
within  the  State  of  Alabama  to  the  office  of  the 

I  said  Surveyor. 

I      Approved,  February  28,  1824. 


An  Act  to  authorize  the  laying  out  and  Opening  cer- 
tain public  roads  in  the  'J'erritory  of  Florida. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to 
cause  to  be  opened,  in  the  Territory  of  Florida,  a 
public  road  from  Pensacola  to  St.  Augustine, 
commencing  at  Deer  Point,  on  the  Bay  ot  Pensa- 
cola, and  pursuing  the  Old  Indian  Trail  to  the 
Cow  Ford,  on  the  Choctawhatchy  river ;  thence, 
to  the  Ochesee  Bluff,  on  the  Appalachicola  river; 
thence,  in  the  most  direct  practicable  route,  to  the 
site  of  Fort  St.  Louis ;  thence,  as  nearly  as  prac- 
ticable, on  the  old  Spanish  road  to  St.  Augustine, 
crossing  the  St.  John's  river  at  Picolata  ;  which 
road  shall  be  plainly  and  distinctly  marked,  and 
shall  be  of  the  width  of  twenty-five  feet. 

Sec.  2.  ^lud  be  it  furlhtr  enacted,  That  the  Pre- 
sident be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  employ 
the  troops  of  the  United  Slates,  stationed  in  Flor- 
ida, in  such  manner  as  he  may  think  proper,  in 
the  completion,  or  assisting  in  the  completion,  of 
said  road. 

Sec  3.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That,  for  de- 
fraying the  expenses  of  opt ning  the  said  road,  the 
sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  sam  e 


An  Act  making  appropiiations  for  the  Military  Service 
of  the  United  btates,  lor  the  year  one  thourand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-four. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  following  sums  be, 
and  the  same  are  hereby,  respectively, appropriated 
for  the  military  service  of  the  United  States,  for 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty 
four,  to  wit : 

For  pay  of  the  Army,  and  subsistence  of  officers, 
nine  hundred  and  ninety-tour  thousand  four  hun- 
dred and  seven  dollars  and  five  cents,  including 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  thousand 
one  hundred  and  nineteen  dollars,  for  the  pay  and 
subsistence  of  the  officers  and  cadets  belonging  to 
the  Military  Academy  at  West  Point ; 

For  subsistence,  in  addition  to  an  unexpended 
balance  of  twenty-one  thousand  six  hundred  dol- 
lars, two  hundred  and  sixty-nine  thousand  three 
hundred  and  forty-seven  dollars  ; 

For  forage  for  officers,  thirty-six  thousand  one 
hundred  and  twenty-three  dollars  ; 

For  the  recruiting  service,  in  addition  to  an  un- 
expended balance  of  sixteen  thousand  dollars, 
thirteen  thousand  four  hundred  dollars  ; 

For  contingent  expenses  for  the  recruiting  ser- 
vice, sixteen  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars  ; 

For  the  Purchasing  Department,  in  addition  to 
the  amount  of  clothing  on  hand,  one  hundred  and 
forty-one  thousand  six  hundred  and  twenty-seven 
dollars  and  fil'iy-nine  centsj 
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For  the  purchase  of  woollens,  during  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-four,  in 
advance  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twenty-five,  twenty  thousand  dollars ; 

For  the  Medical  and  Hospital  Department,  in 
addition  to  supplies  on  hand,  and  an  unexpended 
balance,  both  amounting  to  twenty-two  thousand 
seven  hundred  dollars,  ten  thousand  dollars; 

For  the  Q.uartermas:er  General's  Department, 
in  addition  to  an  unexpended  balance  of  thirty- 
five  thousand  dollars,  two  hundred  and  forty-nine 
thousand  dollars  ; 

For  the  purchaseof  Gridley's  farm,  ten  thousand 
dollars:  Provided,  said  farm  shall  not  be  purchased 
unless  the  said  farm  shall  be  procured  for  said  ten 
thousand  dollars; 

For  the  contingencies  of  the  Army,  fifteen  thou- 
sand dollars  ; 

For  the  National  Armories,  three  hundred  and 
sixty  thousand  dollars; 

For  the  current  expenses  of  the  Ordnance  ser- 
vice, forty-two  thousand  dollars  ;  j 

For  pensions  to  the  Revolutionary  pensioners  of 
the  United  States,  one  million  two  hundred  and 
ninety-one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixteen 
dollars  and  thirty-nine  cents  ; 

For  the  pensions  to  the  invalids,  to  the  corfimu- 
tation  pensioners,  and  to  the  widows  and  orphans, 
three  hundred  and  thirteen  thousand  one  hundred 
and  seventy-four  dollars  and  forty-two  cents  • 

For  arrearages  in  the  War  Department,  prior 
to  the  first  of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  fifteen,  twenty-six  thousand  dollars. 

Sec  2.  And  l>e  it  further  enacted.  That  the  sev- 
eral sums  hereby  appropriated  shall  be  paid  out 
of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  ap- 
propriated: Proiuied,hoiccver,  That  no  money  ap 
propriated  by  this  act,  shall  be  paid  to  any  person, 
for  his  compensation,  who  is  in  arrears  to  the 
United  States,  until  such  person  shall  have  ac- 
counted for,  and  paid  into  the  Treasury,  all  sums 
for  which  he  may  be  liable:  Provided,  further, 
That  nothing  in  this  section  contained  shall  ex- 
tend to  balances  arising  solely  from  the  deprecia- 
tion of  Treasury  notes,  received  by  such  person, 
to  be  expended  in  the  public  service;  but,  in  all 
cases  where  the  pay  or  salary  of  any  person  is 
withheld,  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  accounting  officer,  if  demanded  by  the 
party,  his  agent,  or  attorney,  to  report  forthwith 
to  the  Agent  of  the  Treasury  Department  the  bal- 
ance due;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said 
Agent,  within  sixty  days  thereafter,  to  order  sait 
to  be  commenced  against  such  delinquent,  and  his 
securities. 

Approved,  March  10,  1824. 


mentioned,"  as  prohibits  the  allowance  of  daily 
compensation  to  marshals,  clerks,  and  attorneys, 
in  the  districts  in  said  act  mentioned,  be,  and  the 
same  hereby  is,  repealed  ;  and  that  there  hereafter 
be  allowed  to  the  marshals,  clerks,  and  attorneys, 
for  said  districts,  the  same  daily  compensation  as 
is  allowed  to  the  same  officers  in  other  districts. 
Approved,  March  8,  1824. 


An  .\ct  to  repeal,  in  part,  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to 
lessen  the  compensation  for  Marshals,  Clerks,  and 
Attorneys,  in  the  cases  therein  mentioned." 
Be  it  enacted,  df-c.  That  so    much  of  the  act) 
passed  on  the  eighteenth  day  of  April,  Anno  Dom- 
ini one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen,  en- 
titled   "An  act  to  lessen    the   compensation    for 
marshals,  clerks,  and  attorneys,  iu  the  cases  therein 
18th  Con.  1st  SLst.— 101 


An  Act  for  the  better  organisation  of  the  District 
Courts  of  the  United  Sutes  within  the  Sute  of 
Alabama. 

Be  a  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  State  of  Alabama 
shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  divided  into  two 
districts,  in  manner  following,  to  wit:  That  part 
thereof  composing  the  counties  of  Jackson,  Deca- 
tur, Madison,  Limestone,  Lauderdale,  Franklin, 
Lawrence,  Morgan,  Blount,  St.  Clair,  Jefferson, 
Walker,  and  Marion,  shall  compose  one  district, 
to  be  called  the  Northern  District  of  Alabama; 
and  the  residue  thereof  shall  compose  another  dis- 
trict, to  be  called  the  Southern  District  of  Ala- 
bama. 

Sec  2.  Andbe  it  further  tiuuted.  That  there  shall 
be  two  terms  of  the  District  Court  for  the  South- 
ern District,  held  at  Mobile,  in  each  year,  to  begin 
on  the  third  Monday  after  the  fourth  Monday  in 
March,  and  the  fourth  Monday  after  the  fourth 
Monday  in  October;  and  one  term  at  Cahawba, 
in  each  year,  to  begin  on  the  third  Monday  in 
June;  and  one  term  of  the  District  Court,  for  the 
Northern  District,  shall  be  held  in  Huntsville,  in 
each  year,  to  begin  on  the  second  Monday  in  July; 
and  the  District  Judge  of  the  United  States  for 
the  State  of  Alabama  is  hereby  required  to  hold 
the  courts  aforesaid,  and  furthermore,  to  hold  one 
or  more  special  terms,  at  Cahawba,  and  at  Hunts- 
ville, in  each  year,  if,  in  his  opinion,  the  business 
of  the  court  shall  require  it  to  be  done. 

Sec  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  third 
Monday  in  December,  in  each  year,  shall  be  a  re- 
turn day  for  writs  and  executions,  returnable  to 
the  said  District  Court  at  Cahawba ;  and  the  sec- 
ond Monday  in  January;  in  each  year,  shall  be  a 
return  day  for  writs  and  executions  returnable  to 
the  said  District  Court  at  Huntsville;  and  the 
parties  to  such  suits  as  shall  be  so  returned,  shall 
make  up  their  pleadings  under  such  rules  as  the 
court  shall  prescribe,  in  order  to  have  the  causes 
so  returned  in  a  state  for  trial  at  the  next  regular 
term. 

Sec  4.  And  be  il  further  enacted.  That  all  causes 
pending  in  the  said  District  Courts  at  Mobile  and 
Cahawba,  shall  be  adjourned  and  continued  from 
the  times  heretofore  prescribed  by  law  for  holding 
said  courts  respectively,  to  the  times  appointed  by 
this  act ;  and  all  recognizances  and  process  of 
every  description,  made  returnable  to  the  former 
terms  of  holding  said  court.«5,  shall  be  returned  to 
the  terms  herein  established,  and  be  as  valid  as  if 
the  time  of  holding  the  same  had  not  been  changed. 

Sec  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  causes 
at  law,  or  in  chancery,  pending  in  the  said  District 
Courts  at  Mobile  and  Cahawba,  in  which  the  de- 
fendant or  defendants  resided,  in  the  Northern  Dis- 
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trict,  at  the  time  of  serving  the  process,  shall  be  trans- 
ferred to  the  District  Court  for  the  said  Northern 
District,  established  by  this  act,  and  be  proceeded  in, 
adjudged,  and  determined,  in  the  same  manner  as 
if  originally  commenced  in  said  court ;  and  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  clerks  of  the  said  District  Courts 
at  Mobile  and  Cahawba,  to  transmit,  by  some  safe 
conveyance,  to  the  clerk  of  the  District  Court  for 
the  Northern  District,  the  original  papers  in  all 
such  causes,  together  with  a  transcript  of  all  pro- 
ceedings had  therein. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  all  suits 
hereafter  to  be  brought,  in  either  of  the  courts 
aforesaid,  not  of  a  local  nature,  shall  be  brought 
only  in  the  district  where  the  defendant  shall  re- 
side ;  but  if  there  be  more  than  one  defendant,  and 
some  of  them  reside  in  the  Northern  and  some  in 
the  Southern  District,  the  plaintiff  may  sue  in 
either,  and  send  a  duplicate  writ  to  the  other,  on 
which  he  shall  endorse  that  it  is  part  of  a  suit 
brought  in  the  district  from  which  it  is  sent ;  and 
the  said  writs,  when  executed  and  returned,  shall 
constitute  one  suit,  and  be  proceeded  in  accord- 
ingly. 

Sec.  7.  Andht  it  further  enadtd,  That  the  Judge 
of  said  courts  shall  appoint  a  clerk  of  the  District 
Court  of  the  Northern  District,  who  ihall  reside, 
and  keep  his  office,  and  the  records  and  documents 
appertaining  thereto,  at  the  place  of  holding  said 
court:  be  entitled  to  the  same  fees  allowed  by  law 
to  the  clerks  of  the  Southern  District,  and  be  sub- 
ject to  the  same  liabilities  and  penalties. 

Sec,  8.  A)id  be  it  furt/ier  enacted,  That  the  Dis- 
trict Attorney  heretofore  appointed  for  the  District 
of  Alabama  shall  be  the  District  Attorney  for  the 
Southern  District  of  Alabama ;  and  there  shall 
be  a  District  Attorney  appointed  for  the  Northern 
District  of  Alabama,  who  shall  hold  his  appoint- 
ment for  the  same  term,  be  subject  to  the  same 
duties,  and  receive  the  same  salary,  fees,  and  emol- 
uments, allowed  to  the  District  Attorney  for  the 
Southern  District  of  Alabama. 

Sec.  9.  Andbe  itfurtlier  enacted,  That  should  the 
Judge  fail  to  attend  at  the  time  and  place  of  hold- 
ing any  of  the  courts  herein  mentioned,  before  the 
close  of  the  third  day  of  the  term,  the  business 
thereof  shall  stand  adjourned  to  the  next  term. 

Approved,  March  10,  1824. 


An  Act  to  chtnge  the  terms   of  the  District  Court 
of  the  United  States  for  the  Kentucky  district. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That,  from  and  after  the  pas- 
sage of  this  act,  the  sessions  of  the  District  Court 
of  the  United  States,  in  and  for  the  Kentucky 
District,  shall  commence  and  be  holdenon  the  first 
Monday  of  May  and  November,  in  each  year,  in- 
stead of  the  terms  now  appointed  by  law. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  all  mo- 
tions, process,  pleas,  and  suits,  returnable  to  the 
term  of  said  court  heretofore  appointed  to  be 
bolden  in  April  next,  shall  stand  adjourned  and 
continued  over  to  the  May  term  next  appomted  by 
this  act,  and  shall  be  as  effectual  in  law  as  if  the 
said  April  term  had  not  been  abolished. 

Approved,  March  24,  1824. 
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An  Act  to   authorize   the  employing  of  certain  As- 
sistanu  in  the  General  Land  Office. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  em- 
ploy in  the  General  Land  Office,  for  a  term  not 
exceeding  twelve  months,  one  assistant  draughts- 
man and  two  colorers,  for  the  purpose  of  complet- 
ing the  maps  directed  to  be  made  by  a  resolution 
of  the  Senate  of  the  United  Slates,  passed  on  the 
twentv-eighth  day  of  F'ebruary,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-three. 

Approved,  March  24,  18J4. 


An  Act  to  define  the  boundary  line  between  the  Ed- 
wardaville  and  Springfield  Land  DistricU,  in  the 
State  of  Illinois. 

Btit  enacted,  ^c.  That  all  that  tract  of  country 
lying  between  the  Illinois  and  Mississippi  rivers, 
and  south  of  the  base  line  of  the  military  surveys, 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  attached  to,  and  made 
a  part  of,  the  land  district,  the  office  of  which  is 
located  at  Edwardsville;  and  all  the  tract  of  coun- 
try lying  between  the  said  rivers,  and  north  of  the 
said  base  line  be,  and  thesameis  hereby,  attached  to, 
and  made  a  part  of,  the  land  district,  the  office  of 
which  is  established  at  Springfield,  in  the  county 
of  Sangarao. 

Approved,  March  16,  1824. 


An  Act  making  appropriations  fur  the  support  of 
Government  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  twtntj-fuur. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  following  sums  be, 
and  the  same  are  hereby,  respectively  appropria- 
ted for  the  service  of  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twenty-four ;  that  is  to  say  : 

For  compensation  to  Senators  and  members  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  their  officers  and 
attendants,  including  the  sum  of  two  hundred 
and  sixty-five  thousand  one  hundred  and  forty 
dollars,  appropriated  by  an  act  making  a  partial 
appropriation  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  twenty-four,  passed  the  nineteenth  day 
of  January  last,  four  hundred  and  fifty-three  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  seventy-two  dollars. 

For  expenses  of  fuel,  stationery,  printing,  and 
all  other  contingent  expenses  of  the  two  Houses 
of  Congress,  sixty  thousand  seven  hundred  dollars. 

For  expenses  of  the  library  of  Congress,  in- 
cluding the  salary  of  the  librarian,  one  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  twenty-five  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States,  five  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
six  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  State,  per  act  of  the  twentieth  of  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  fifteen 
thousand  nine  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messengers  in  said 
Department,  including  the  messenger  in  the  Pa- 
tent Office,  one  thousand  four  hundred  dollars. 
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For  the  incidental  and  contingent  expenses  of 
the  Department  of  State,  including  the  expenses 
of  printing  the  laws,  and  for  extra  copying  of  pa- 
pers, twenty-seven  thousand  three  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, six  thousand  dollars. 

P'or  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  per  act  of  the 
twentieth  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eighteen,  ten  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  an  additional  clerk,  as 
allowed  per  act  of  appropriation  of  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-three,  one  thousand 
one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  messengers  in  said  office, 
one  thousand  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  First  Comptroller  of 
the  Treasury,  three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  First  Comptroller,  per  act  of  twentieth  of 
April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen, 
seventeen  thousand  eight  hundred  and  filly  dol- 
lars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messengers  in  said  of- 
fice, one  thousand  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Second  Comptroller  of 
the  Treasury,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Second  Comptroller,  per  act  of  twentieth  of 
April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen 
nine  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said  of- 
fice, seven  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  First  Auditor  of  the 
Treasury,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  First  Auditor^  thirteen  thousand  two  hundred 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said  of- 
fice, seven  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Second  Auditor  of  the 
Treasury,  ihree  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Second  Auditor,  fourteen  thousand  four  hun- 
dred dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said  of- 
fice, seven  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Third  Auditor  of  the 
Treasury,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Third  Auditor,  twenty-three  thousand  three 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messengers  in  said 
office,  one  thousand  and  fifty  dollars,  in  full  of 
allowances. 

P'or  compensation  to  the  Fourth  Auditor  of  the 
Treasury,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  P'ourth  Auditor,  per  act  of  the  twentieth  April, 
one  thousand  ei^ht  hundred  and  eighteen,  fifteen 
thousand  and  filty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said 
office,  seven  hundred  dollars,  in  full  of  allow- 
ances. 

For  an  additional  clerk  in  said  office,  for  the 


year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-four, 

one  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Fifth  Auditor  of  the 
Treasury,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Fifth  Auditor,  per  act  of  twentieth  of  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  ten 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  two  clerks,  to  complete  the  duties  of  the 
Commissioner  of  the  Revenue,  transferred  to  the 
office  of  the  Fifth  Auditor,  two  thousand  five  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars. 

For  one  clerk,  on  the  business  of  the  agent  of 
the  Treasury,  transferred  to  the  office  of  the  Fifth 
Auditor,  one  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty  dol- 
lars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said 
office,  seven  hundred  dollars,  in  full  of  all  allow- 
ances. 

For  compensation  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Treasurer,  per  act  of  the  twentieth  of  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  five 
thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  an  additional  clerk,  and 
also  for  an  assistant  to  the  chief  clerk,  as  allowed 
since  the  first  of  January,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  nineteen,  one  thousand  two  hundred 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said 
office,  seven  hundred  dollars,  in  full  of  all  allow- 
ances. 

For  compensation  to  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  said  Commissioner,  per  act  of  the  twentieth 
of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eigh- 
teen, twenty-two  thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  such  persons  as  may  be 
employed  to  bring  up  the  business  in  said  office, 
three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messengers  in  said  of- 
fice, one  thousand  and  fifty  dollars,  in  full  of  all 
allowances. 

For  compensation  to  the  Register  of  the  Treas- 
ury, three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  clerks  in  the  office  of  the 
Register,  per  act  of  twentieth  April,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  twenty-two  thousand 
three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger,  including 
the  allowance  for  stamping  ships'  registers,  eight 
hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  assistant  messenger  in 
said  office,  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  in  full 
of  allowances. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Sinking  Fund,  two  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars. 

For  allowance  to  the  person  employed  in  trans- 
mitting passports  and  sea  letters;  for  expense  of 
translating  foreign  languages,  in  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  ;  for  stationery,  fuel, 
printing,  and  all  other  incidental  and  contingent 
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expenses,  in  the  Treasury  Department,  and  the  ] 
several  offices  therein,  including  the  expenses  of 
stating  and  printing  the  public  accounts,  for  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty- 
four,  twenty-six  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars. 

For  allowance  to  the  superintendent  and  four 
watchmen,  employed  for  the  security  of  the  State 
and  Treasury  buildings ;  for  the  repairs  of  en- 
gines, hose,  and  buckets,  one  thousand  and  nine 
hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  six 
thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Secretary  of  War,  twenty-two  thousand  and 
SIX  hundred  dollar;;. 

For  compeni^ation  to  messengers  in  said  office, 
one  thousand  and  fifty  dollars,  in  full  of  allow- 
ances. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Paymaster  General,  three  thousand  one  hun- 
dred dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messengfer  in  said 
office,  seven  hundred  dollars,  in  full  of  allow- 
ances. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Commissary  General  of  Purchases,  two  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said  office, 
seven  hundred  dollars,  in  full  of  all  allowances. 

For  compensation  to  clerks  in  the  office  of  the 
Adjutant  General,  two  thousand  one  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  clerks  in  the  Ordnance 
Office,  two  thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifty  dol- 
lars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Commissary  General  of  Subsistence,  two  thou- 
sand one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  clerks  in  the  office  of  the 
Chief  Engineer,  two  thousand  one  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerk  in  the  office  of 
the  Surgeon  General,  one  thousand  one  hundred  i 
and  fifty  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  the  War  Depart-  j 
ment,  seven  thousand  dollars.  \ 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  i 
six  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  clerks  in  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  per  act  of  the  twentieth  of 
April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen, 
eight  thousand  two  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messengers  in  said 
office,  one  thousand  and  fifty  dollars,  in  full  of  all 
allowances. 

For  the  conlineent  expenses  of  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Nafnr,two  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Navy  Board,  ten  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Com^" 
missioners  of  iJw^avy  Board,  two  thousan^-rfiiv 
lars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy  Board,  per  act  of 


the  twentieth  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  eighteen,  three  thousand  five  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  three  clerks  and  a  draughts- 
man, as  allowed  by  the  acts  of  appropriation,  since 
the  first  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  nineteen,  four  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said  office, 
seven  hundred  dollars,  in  full  of  all  allowances. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  allowance  to  the  superintendent  and  four 
watchmen,  employed  for  the  security  of  the  War 
and  Navy  buildings;  and  for  the  incidental  and 
contingent  expenses,  including  oil,  fuel,  candles, 
and  labor,  two  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Postmaster  General, 
four  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  two  Assistant  Post- 
masters General,  five  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  General 
Post  Office,  per  act  of  the  twentieth  of  April,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  twenty-two 
thousand  seven  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  two  clerks,  as  allowed  per 
act  of  appropriation  of  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  twenty-three,  one  thousand  six  hundred 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messengers  insaidoffice, 
one  thousand  and  fifty  dollars,  in  full  of  all  allow- 
ances. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  four 
thousand  dollars. 

For  comp«nsation  to  the  Surveyor  General,  two 
thousand  dollars. 

Fdr  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Surveyor  General,  two  thousand  one  hundred 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Surveyor  south  of  Ten- 
nessee, two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
said  Surveyor,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  dol- 
lars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Surveyor  in  Illinois, 
Missouri,  and  Arkansas,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
said  surveyor,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Surveyor  in  Alabama, 
two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
said  Surveyor,  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Public  Buildings  in  Washington  City,  one  thou- 
sand five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  officers  and  clerk  of 
the  Mint,  nine  thousand  six  hundred  dollars. 

For  persons  employed  in  the  different  opera- 
tions of  the  Mint,  nine  thousand  four  hundred 
dollars. 

For  incidental  and  contingent  expenses,  and 
repairs,  cost  of  machinery,  and  for  the  allowance 
of  wastage  in  the  gold  and  silver  coinage  of  the 
Mint,  seven  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy- 
five  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor,  Judges,  and 
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Secretary,  of  the  Michigan  Territory,  eight  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  thirty-six  dollars  and 
thirty  cents. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  Michigan 
Territory,  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor,  Judges,  and 
Secretary,  of  the  Arkansas  Territory,  six  thou- 
sand six  hundred  dollars. - 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  Arkansas 
Territory,  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

P'or  compensation  to  the  Governor,  Judges,  and 
Secretary,  of  the  Florida  Territory,  seven  thou- 
sand dollars. 

For  compensation  to  six  Commissioners,  to  set- 
tle land  claims  in  said  Territory,  twelve  thousand 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Chief  Justice,  the  A*- 
TOCiate  Judges,  and  District  Judges,  of  the  United 
States,  including  the  Chief  Justice  and  Associate 
Judges  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  seventy-eight 
thousand  and  four  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Attorney  General  of 
the  United  States,  three  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerk  in  the  office  of 
the  Attorney  General,  eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Reporter  of  the  de- 
cisions of  the  Supreme  Court,  one  thousand 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  sundry  District  Attorneys 
and  Marshals,  as  granted  by  law,  including  those 
in  the  several  Territories,  ten  thousand  one  hun- 
dred dollars. 

For  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  Supreme, 
Circuit,  and  District  Courts  of  the  United  States, 
including  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  of  jurors 
and  witnesses,  in  aid  of  the  funds  arising  from 
fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures,  and  for  defraying 
the  expenses  of  prosecutions  for  offences  against 
the  United  States,  and  for  the  safe  keeping  of 
prisoners,  sixty  thousand  dollars. 

F'or  the  payment  of  sundry  pensions  granted  by 
the  late  and  present  Governments,  two  thousand 
one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

Fdt  the  support  and  maintenance  of  light- 
houses, beacons,  buoys,  and  stakeages,  including 
the  purchase  of  oil,  keepers'  salaries,  repairs  and 
improvements,  and  contingent  expenses,  and  in- 
cluding an  unexpended  balance  of  appropriation 
on  the  first  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twenty-four,  of  seventeen  thousand  five  hun- 
dred and  eleven  dollars  and  seventy-three  cents; 
and,  also,  five  thousand  dollars  in  addition  to  the 
sum  of  three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  here- 
tofore appropriated  for  building  a  lighthouse  near 
Fort  Gratiot,  in  Michigan  Territory,  one  hundred 
and  nine  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy- 
four  dollars  and  thirty-three  cents. 

For  payment  of  the  salaries  of  the  Registers 
and  Receivers  of  the  different  Land  Offices,  Thirty- 
nine  thousand  dollars. 

For  surveying  the  public  lands,  seventy-five 
thousand  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  work  on  the  centre  building, 
eighty-six  thousand  dollars. 

For  alterations  and  repairs  in  the  room  occu- 


pied by  the  Supreme  Court,   six   hundred  and 
forty  dollars. 

For  improving  the  Capitol  square,  and  painting 
the  railing  round  the  same,  two  thousand  dollars 

i« or  making  a  footway  in  front  of  the  public 
grounds  and  open  spaces  between  the  Capitol  and 
Navy  Office,  five  thousand  dollars. 

For  stationery  and  books  for  the  offices  of 
Commissioners  of  Loans,  two  thousand  dollars 

i«  or  rent  and  repairs  of  the  tenement  formerly 
occupied  as  a  temporary  residence  by  the  Presi- 
dent  of  the  United  States,  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-nine  dollars,  twenty-four  cents. 

For  registers  for  ships  and  vessels  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  for  lists  of  crews,  four  thousand 
dollars. 

For  sick,  disabled,  and  destitute  seamen  in 
foreign  countries,  forty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  discharge  of  such  miscellaneous  claims 
against  the  United  States,  not  otherwise  provided 
lor,  as  shall  be  admitted  in  due  course  of  settle- 
ment at  the  Treasury,  six  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  salaries  of  the  Ministers  of  the  United 
State?  to  London,  Paris,  St.  Petersburg,  Madrid, 
and  Lisbon,  the  Charge  des  Affaires  at  Madrid 
from  the  third  of  March  to  the  fourth  of  Novem- 
ber, eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-three,  and,  also 
for  the  Charge  des  Affaires  at  Stockholm  and  the 
Hague,  fifty-seven  thousand  five  hundred  dollars 

For  the  salaries  of  the  Ministers  or  Charges  des 
Affaires  of  the  United  States  who  have  been  or 
may  be,  appointed  to  the  governments  on  the 
continent  of  America,  thirty-six  thousand  dollars 

For  outfits  to  the  Ministers  at  Paris  and  Mad- 
rid, eighteen  thousand  dollars. 

For  salaries  of  the  several  Secretaries  of  Lega- 
tion, eighteen  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  those  missions 
twenty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  salaries  of  the  Agents  of  Claims  at 
L,ondon  and  Pans,  four  thousand  dollars 

For  payment  of  the  salaries  of  the  Commis- 
sioner and  Arbitrator  under  the  first  article  of  the 
Treaty  of  Ghent,  and  for  one-half  of  the  salary  of 
the  Secretary  and  half  the  contingent  expenses  of 
the  commission,  two  thousand  five  hundred  dol- 
lars, in  addition  to  the  unexpended  balance  of  the 
appropriation  for  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-three,  for  the  same  object. 

For  expenses  of  carrying  into  effect  the  sixth 
and  seventh  articles  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  in- 
cluding the  compensation  of  the  Commissioners 
Agents,  and  Surveyors,  and  their  contingent  ex- 
penses, sixteen  thousand  dollars. 

For  expenses  of  intercourse  with  the  Barbary 
Powers,  thirty  thousand  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  foreign  intercourse, 
forty  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  for  extra  clerks  employed  in 
the  General  Post  Office  during  the  last  year,  nine 
hundred  and  thirty-nine  dollars  and  twenty-five 
cents.  ' 

For  compensation  of  nine  members  of  the  Le- 
gislative Council  of  the  Michigan  Territory,  at 
two  dollars  each  per  day,  for  sixty  days,  one 
thousand  and  eighty  dollars. 
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For  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  Legislative 
Council,  including  the  printing  of  the  laws  of  said 
Territory,  one  thousand  two  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  salaries  of  the  Secretaries  of  the  Land 
Commissioners  of  East  and  West  Florida,  two 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  and  travelling  expenses  of 
the  members  of  the  Legislative  Council  of  Florida 
Territory,  and  for  contingent  expenses  of  the 
Territory,  including  arrearages  for  the  years  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-two  and  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-three,  six 
thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty-two  dollars  and 
sixty-four  cents,  being  the  unexpended  balance  of 
the  last  year. 

For  the  completion  of  the  medals  voted  by 
Congress  to  certain  general  officers;  to  purchase 
gold  for  the  medals,  and  to  replace  General  Mc- 
Comb's  medal,  two  thousand  three  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars. 

For  a  draughtsman  and  two  colorers  for  the 
General  Land  Office,  authorized  by  law,  three 
thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  seve- 
ral sums  hereby  appropriated  shail  be  paid  out  of 
any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated :  Provided,  however,  That  no  money,  ap- 
propriated by  this  act,  shall  be  paid  to  any  person, 
for  his  compensation,  who  is  in  arrears  to  the 
United  States,  until  such  person  shall  have  ac- 
counted for,  and  paid  into,  the  Treasury,  all  sums 
for  which  he  may  be  liable  :  Provided,  also.  That 
nothing  in  this  section  contained,  shall  be  con- 
strued to  extend  to  balances  arising  solely  from 
the  depreciation  of  Treasury  notes,  received  by 
such  person,  to  be  expended  in  the  public  service; 
but  in  all  cases,  where  the  pay  or  salary  ot  any 
person  is  withheld,  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  accounting  officer,  if  de- 
manded by  the  party,  his  agent,  or  attorney,  to  re- 
port forthwith,  to  the  Agent  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, the  balance  due;  and  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  said  Agent,  within  sixty  days  there- 
after, to  order  suit  to  be  commenced,  against  such 
delinquent  and  his  sureties. 

Approved,  April  2,  1824. 


An  Act  extending  the  terra  of  pensions  granted  to 
persons  disabled,  and  to  the  widows  and  orphans  of 
thooe  who  have  been  slain,  or  who  have  died  in  con- 
sequence of  wounds,  or  casualties,  received  while 
in  the  line  of  their  duty,  on  board  the  private  armed 
ships  of  the  United  States,  during  the  late  war. 

Be  it  enacted,  <f  c.  That  the  pensions  of  all  per- 
sons who  now  are  in  the  receipt  thereof,  under 
the  provisions  of  the  following  laws  of  the  United 
States,  or  either  of  them,  to  wit :  An  act  passed 
March  fourth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fourteen,  entitled  "An  act  giving  pensions  to  the 
orphans  and  widows  of  persons  slain  in  the  pub- 
lic or  private  armed  vessels  of  the  United  States;" 
and  an  act  passed  April  sixteenth,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  entitled  "An  act  in 
addition  to  an  act  giving  pensions  to  the  orphans 
and  widows  of  persons  slain  in  the  public  or  pri- 


vate armed  vessels  of  the  United  States,"  so  far 
as  regards  persons  receiving  pensions  from  the 
fund  arising  from  captures  and  salvage,  made  by 
the  private  armed  vessels  of  the  United  States,  be^ 
and  the  same  are  hereby,  continued,  under  the  re- 
strictions and  regulations  in  the  said  acts  con- 
tained, for  and  during  the  additional  term  of  five 
years,  from  and  after  the  period  of  the  expiration 
of  the  said  pensions,  respectively  :  Provided,  how- 
ever, That  the  said  pensions  shall  alone  be  paid 
from  the  proceeds  of  the  privateer  pension  fund, 
so  called,  and  without  recourse  to  the  United 
States  for  any  deficiency,  (should  such  occur,) 
which  may  hereafter  arise  thereon  :  And  provided, 
further,  That  no  pension  shall  be  paid  to  any  such 
widow  after  her  intermarriage,  nor  to  any  orphan 
children  of  such  officer,  seamen,  or  marines,  after 
they  shall  have  attained  the  age  of  sixteen  years. 
Approved,  April  9,  1824. 


An  Act  confirming  certain   acts  of  James  Miller,  as 

Governor  of  the  T^ritory  of  Arkansas,  and  for  other 

purposes. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  official  acts  and 
proceedings  of  James  Miller,  as  Governor  of  the 
Territory  of  Arkansas,  from  the  third  day  of 
March,  A.  D.  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-two,  to  the  third  day  of  January,  A.  D. 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-three,  be, 
and  the  same  are  hereby,  declared  to  have  the 
same  validity,  force,  and  effect,  as  if  the  said 
James  Miller  had  bten  duly  appointed  and  com- 
missioned, for  and  during  the  said  term,  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  as  Governor  of 
the  Territory  of  Arkansas  ;  and  he  is  hereby  au- 
thorized to  have  and  receive  the  same  salary,  pay, 
and  emoluments,  as  he  would  by  law  have  been 
entitled,  during  the  same  period,  to  receive,  if  he 
had  been  so  appointed  and  commissioned  as  afore- 
said. 

Approved,  April  9,  1824. 


•An  Act  to  amend  an  act.  entitled  "An  act  for  ^he  es- 
tablishment of  a  Turnpike  Company  in  the  county 
of  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Columbia." 

Be  U  enacted,  ^c,  That,  during  the  continuance 
of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  establishment 
of  a  Turnpike  Company  in  the  county  of  Alex- 
andria, in  the  District  of  Columbia,"  passed  the 
twenty-first  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  eight,  the  Washington  and  Alexandria  Turn- 
pike Company  shall  be  entitled  to  d<.'mand  and  re- 
ceive, by  their  proper  agents,  servants,  or  officers, 
at  the  bridge  built  by  said  company,  over  Four 
Mile  Creek,  between  the  town  of  Alexandria  and 
the  City  of  Washington,  the  sura  of  one  cent  for 
each  and  every  {>erson  passing  on  foot  over  said 
bridge  :  Provided  always,  and  it  is  further  enactedy 
That,  whenever  the  net  proceeds  of  tolls  col- 
lected on  said  road  and  bridge  shall  be  sufficient 
to  defray  the  expense  of  rebuilding  the  bridge  on 
Four  Mile  Run,  keeping  the  said  bridge  and  road 
in  a  sufficient  state  of  repair,  and  allow  the  stock- 
holders dividends,  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum 
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per  annum,  then,  and  in  that  case,  the  circuit 
court  of  the  District  of  Columbia  for  the  county 
of  Alexandria  shall  determine  that  the  right  of 
.said  Company  to  demand  the  tolls  prescribed  by 
this  act,  or  any  other  tolls,  from  foot  passengers, 
shall  cease. 
Approved,  April  9,  1824. 


able  to,  said  court,  shall  be  heard,  tried,  and  pro- 
ceeded with,  by  the  said  court,  in  the  same  man- 

I  ner  as  if  no  alteration  of  the  times  for  holding  said 

I  court  had  taken  place. 
Approved,  April  32,  1824. 


Ad  Act  to  change  the  terms  of  the  Circuit  and  Dis- 
trict Court*  of  the  United  States  in  the  8late  of 
Ohio,  and  one  of  the  terms  of  the  Circuit  Court  in 
Kentucky. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  circuit  court  of  the 
United  States  within  and  for  the  district  of  Ohio, 
instead  of  the  time  now  fixed  by  law,  shall  be 
held  on  the  second  Monday  of  July  next;  and 
thereafter  on  the  first  Mondays  in  January  and 
June  in  each  year;  and  the  district  court  of  the 
United  States,  in  and  for  the  said  district,  shall 
hereafter  be  held  on  the  Mondays  next  succeeding 
the  times  herein  fixed  for  holding  the  circuit 
court. 

^  Sec.  2.  Arul  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  next 
Fall  term  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States 
for  the  district  of  Kentucky  be  commenced  and 
held  on  the  second  .Monday  in  October  next,  in 
lieu  of  the  first  Monday  in  November  ;  Provided, 
That  this  act  shall  not  be  construe/  to  extend  to, 
or  embrace,  any  other  or  future  t/rm  of  the  said 
circuit  court,  than  the  next  Novetaber  term  afore- 
said. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  furtlier  enacted,  That  all  re- 
cognizances, process,  suits,  and  proceedings,  of 
every  kind,  whether  of  a  civil  or  criminal  nature, 
commenced  or  pending  in  either  of  said  courts, 
shall  be  returned  to,  proceeded  in,  and  determined 
at,  the  terms  herein  provided  for,  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  if  the  time  of  holding  said  courts  had  not 
been  changed. 

Appro^od,  April  22,  1824. 


An  Act  giving  the  consent  and  sanction  of  Congress 
to  a  certain  act  of  the  Legislative  Council  of  the 
Territojjr  of  Florida. 

Beit  ma^(i,  <^c..  That  the  consent  and  sanction 
of  Congress -b^,  and  the  .same  are  hereby,  given  to 
the  act  of  the  I^egislative  Council  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  Florida,  approved  by  the  Governor  of  said 
Territory,  on  the  fourth  day  of  July,  Anno  Dom- 
ini one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-three, 
entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  levying  a  poll  tax." 

Approved,  April  22,  1824. 


An  Act  to  alter  the  times  of  holding  the  District  Court 
of  the  United  States  for  the  District  of  Illinois. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That,  in  lieu  of  the  times  now 
appointed  by  law,  the  district  court  of  the  United 
Slates  for  the  district  of  Illinois  shall  be  here- 
after holden  on  the  third  Mondays  in  June  and 
November,  in  each  year. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  ^furtfier  enacted,  That  all  writs 
pleas,  suits,  recognizances,  indictments,  and  all 
other   proceedings  of  a  civil  or  criminal  nature, 
now  pending  in,  or  which  are,  or  may  be  return- 


An  Act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  "An  act 
supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  for  the 
relief  of  persons  imprisoned  for  debt." 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  That  the  person  or  peisons 
who  shall  or  may  be  commissioned,  either  by  any 
Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
or  by  any  District  Judge  of  the  United  States,  to' 
administer  the  oath  prescribed  by  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  persons  imprisoned  for 
debt,"  passed  on  the  sixth  day  of  January,  Anno 
Domini  one  thousand  eight  hundred,  shall,  and 
may  have  full  power  and  authority  to  issue  a  ci- 
tation, directed  to  the  creditor,  his  agent  or  attor- 
ney, if  either  lives  within  one  hundred  miles  of  the 
place  of  imprisonment,  requiring  him  to  appear  at 
the  time  and  place  therein  mentioned,  if  he  see  fit 
to  show  cause  why  the  said  oath  or  affirmatioii 
should  not  be  administered. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  the 
creditor,  his  agent  or  attorney,  lives  within  fifty 
miles  of  the  place  of  imprisonment,  only  fifteen 
days  previous  notice  by  citation  shall  be  required. 

Approved,  April  22,  1824. 


An  Act  making  appropriation*  for  the  support  of  the 
Navy  of  the  United  Sutes,  for  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-four. 
Be  U  enacted,  &c.,  That,  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Navy  for  the   year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-four,  the  following  sums 
be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  respectively,  appro- 
priated : 

For  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  officers,  and 
pay  of  seamen,  eight  hundred  and  forty-seven 
thousand  one  hundred  and  forty-two  dollars  and 
twenty  five  cents. 

For  provisions,  in  addition  to  the  sum  of  twenty- 
five  thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  dol- 
lars and  seventy-five  cents,  the  balance  of  appro- 
priation for  provisions  unexpended  and  provisions 
on  hand,  three  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

For  medicines,  hospital  stores,  and  all  expenses 
on  account  of  the  sick,  twenty-five  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

For  pay,  subsistence,  and  allowances,  of  every 
description,  to  all  commissioned  and  warrant  offi- 
cers employed  at  the  several  navy  yards  and  shore 
stations,  also  of  naval  constructors,  store-keepers, 
inspectors,  master  workmen,  clerks  of  the  yards| 
of  the  check,  and  of  commanders,  and  porters  at- 
tached to  the  navy  yards  and  store  stations,  two 
hundred  and  thirty-one  thousand  two  hundred 
and  ninety-three  dollars  and  twenty-six  cents. 

For  contingent  expenses  accruing  in  the  present 
year,  that  is  to  say,  for  commissions,  clerk  hire, 
office  rent,  stationery,  and  fuel,  to  navy  agents; 
premiurns,and  other  expenses  of  recruiting,  freight 
of  provisions,  stores,  and  materials,  from  one  sta- 
tion to  another,  and  from  the  United  States  to  dis- 
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tant  stations  in  other  countries  where  our  ships 
are  employed  ;  allowances  to  oflBcers  at  the  several 
navy  yards  and  stations,  for  house  rent,  fuel,  and 
candles  ;  travelling  expenses  for  officers,  and 
transportation  of  seamen:  freight  of  timber,  wharf- 
age, and  dockage  for  vessels  where  there  are  no 
public  yards  ;  expenses,  and  a  per  diem  allowance, 
for  attending  courts  martial  and  courts  of  inquiry  ; 
compensation  to  judge  advocates;  cabinet  furniture 
for  vessels  in  commission;  incideniallaboratnavy 
yards,  which  is  not  applicable  to  any  other  appro- 
priation ;  pilotage  of  public  vessels  in  the  United 
States,  and  in  foreign  countries;  printing  naval  re- 
gisters, blank  pay-rolls,  receipt  rolls,  stewards'  re- 
turns, seamen's  allotment  tickets,  the  proceedings 
of  courts  martial ;  storage  of  proviuions  and  stores 
in  foreign  ports,  and  in  the  United  States,  tvhere 
public  stores  are  not  provided  ;  coals  for  black- 
smiths and  anchor-makers,  and  fuel  for  steam  en- 
gines; purchase  and  maintenance  of  oxen,  carts, 
large  timber  wheels,  and  workmen's  tools  ;  chamber 
money  to  officers  in  lieu  of  quarters,  other  than 
house  rent  ;  purchase  of  books,  charts,  nautical 
and  mathemaiical  instruments,  chronometer*, 
machinery,  models,  drawings,  and  all  stationery, 
of  every  description,  used  throughout  the  naval 
service;  expense  of  pursuing  deserters;  expense 
of  officers  in  sick  quarters;  storage  of  powder ; 
lighterage  and  scow  hire;  postage  of  letters  on 
public  service;  for  per  diem  allowance  to  officers 
engaged  in  extra  service  beyond  the  limit  of  their 
stations;  for  the  purchase  and  repairs  of  steam  and 
fire  engines  and  machinery  ;  for  expenses  of  bury- 
ing deceased  persons  belonging  to  the  Navy  ;  for 
taxes  on  navy  yards  and  public  property  ;  and  for 
accidents  to  the  public  vessels,  and  for  no  other 
object  or  purpose  whatever,  one  hundred  and 
ninety-five  thousand  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  for  objects  arising  in 
the  current  year,  and  nc^hereinbefore  enumerated, 
five  thousand  dollars*,  ^ 

For  repairs  of  vessels^  and  for  wear  and  tear, 
the  sum  of  three  hundred  and  tifty  thousand 
dollars. 

For  the  improvement  in  navy  yards,  docks,  and 
wharves,  slips,  enclosures,  and  buildings,  of  every 
description,  one  hundred  and  hfty-seven  thousand 
five  hundred  dollars,  with  authority  to  purchase, 
by  and  with  the  consent  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts,  a  slip  of  land,  estimated  to  contain 
about  nine  thousand,  superficial  feet,  to  straighten 
the  back  line  of  the  navy  yard  at  Charlesiown, 
Massachusetts. 

For  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores,  including 
small  arms,  manufacture  of  powder,  one  thousand 
dollars,  with  the  unexpended  balances  of  former 
appropriations,  estimated  to  amount  to  about  nine- 
teen thousand  dollars. 

For  ships'  houses,  to  repay  the  amount  taken 
from  the  gradual  increase,  seventy-eight  thousand 
five  hundred  dollars. 

For  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  Marine  Corps, 
one  hundred  and  seventy-two  thousand  and  ninety- 
four  dollars. 

For  clothing  for  the  same,  twenty-eight  thou- 
sand seven  hua^f**!^  ^^^  sixty-five  dollars. 


For  fuel  for  the  non-commissioned  officers,  mu- 
sicians, and  privates,  six  thousand  dollars. 

For  military  stores,  including  stocking  arms,  ar- 
morer's pay,  armorer's  tools,  knapsacks,  tents,  camp 
equipage,  accoutrements,  and  ordnance  stores,  five 
thousand  dollars. 

For  medicines,  hospital  stores,  and  instruments 
for  the  officers  and  marines  of  the  Marine  Corps, 
stationed  on  shore,  two  thousand  three  hundred 
and  sixty-nine  dollars  and  seventy-one  cents. 

For  contingent  expenses — that  is  to  say,  fuel 
for  commissioned  officers,  transportation,  station- 
ery, bed  sacks,  straw,  extra  rations  to  officers,  and 
postage  on  public  letters — nine  thousand  dojlars. 

F^or  repairing  barracks  at  the  diflerenTstations, 
and  for  building  new  barracks  at  Portsmouth,  ten 
thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  sev- 
eral sums  hereby  appropriated  shall  be  paid  out  of 
any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated: Provided,  hoxcever,  That  no  money  appro- 
priated by  this  act  shall  be  paid  to  any  person  for 
his  compensation  who  is  in  arrears  to  the  United 
States,  until  such  person  shall  have  accounted  for 
and  paid  into  the  Treasury  all  sums  for  which  he 
may  be  liable:  Provided,  further,  That  nothing  in 
this  section  contained  shall  extend  to  balances 
arising  solely  from  depreciation  of  Treasury  notes 
received  by  such  person  to  be  expended  in  the 
public  service.  But  in  all  cases  where  the  payor 
salary  of  any  person  is  withheld,  in  pursuance  of 
this  act,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  accounting  officer, 
if  demanded  by  the  party.  Ins  agent  or  attorney, 
to  report  forthwith  to  the  agent  of  the  Treasury 
Department  the  balance  due.  And  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  said  agent,  within  sixty  days  thereaf- 
ter, to  order  suit  to  be  comtnenced  against  such 
delinquent  and  his  sureties. 

Approved,  April  29,  1824. 


An  Act  making  appropriations  forcertain  Fortifications 

of  the  United  States,  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight 

hundred  and  twenty-four. 

Bt  it  enacted,  J^c,  That  the  following  sums  be, 
and  the  same  are  hereby,  appropriated,  to  wit: 
For  fortifications,  to  each  specifically,  as  follows  : 

For  Fort  Jackson,  at  Plaquemine  Turn,  on  the 
river  Mississippi,  one  hundred  and  ten  thousand 
dollars. 

For  the  fort  at  Chef  Menteur,  one  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars. 

For  the  fort  at  Mobile  Point,  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  thousand  dollars. 

For  Fort  Monroe,  ninety-five  thousand  dollars. 

For  Fort  Calhoun,  ninety  thousand  dollars. 

For  topographical  rcconnoissance,  repairs,  and 
contingencies,  twenty-six  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  a  site,  and  collecting  materi- 
als for  the  projected  work  at  New  Utrecht  Point, 
one  of  the  works  intended  to  defend  the  Narrows, 
in  New  York  harbor,  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  a  site,  and  collecting  mate- 
rials for  the  projected  work  at  Brenton's  Point, 
Narraganset  Bay.  Rhode  Island,  fifty  thousand 
dollars. 

Approved,  April  29,  1824. 
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An  Act  to  procure  the  neceuary  Surreys,  Plans,  and 

Estimates,  upon  the  subject  of  Roads  and  Canals. 

Be  a  enacted,  f  r..  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  is  hereby  authorized  to  cause  the 
necessary  surveys,  plans,  and  estimates,  to  be  made 
of  the  routes  of'^such  roads  and  canals  as  he  may 
deem  of  national  importance,  in  a  commercial  or 
military  point  of  view,  or  necessary  for  the  trans- 
portation of  the  public  mail ;  designating,  in  the 
case  of  each  canal,  what  parts  may  be  made  capa- 
ble of  sloop  navigation.  The  surveys,  plans,  and 
estimates,  for  each,  when  completed,  to  be  laid 
before  Congress. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  to  carry 
into  effect  the  objects  of  this  act,  the  President  be 
and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  enoploy  two  or  more 
skilful  civil  engineers,  and  such  officers  of  the  Corps 
of  Engineers,  or  who  may  be  detailed  to  do  duty 
with  that  corps,  as  he  may  think  proper.  And  the 
sum  of  thirty*  thousand  dollars  be  and  the  same  is 
hereby  appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  mon- 
eys in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  April  30,  1821. 


An  Act  to  alter  the  times  of  holding  the  District  Court 
in  the  District  of  Missouri. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  District  Court,  for 
the  District  of  Missouri,  shall  hereafter  be  held  on 
the  first  Monday  in  March  and  September,  in 
every  year;  any  thing  in  any  act  heretofore  passed, 
to  the  contrary,  notwithstanding. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  writs, 
pleas,  suits,  recognizances,  indictments,  and  all 
other  proceedings,  civil  and  criminal,  shall  be 
heard,  tried,  and  proceeded  with  by  the  said  court, 
at  the  time  fixed  in  the  first  section  of  this  act,  in 
the  same  manner  as  if  no  alteration  in  the  times 
for  holding  said  court  had  taken  place. 

Approved,  April  29,  1824. 


hare  distributed,  as  prize  money,  to  Lieutenant 
Francis  H.  Gregory,  of  the  United  States  Navy, 
and  the  officers  and  crews  of  two  gigs,  or  small 
boats,  under  his  command,  or  to  their  legal  repre- 
sentatives, the  sum  of  three  thousand  dollars,  for 
the  capture  and  destruction  of  a  British  gunboat, 
called  the  Black  Snake,  in  the  river  St.  Lawrence, 
on  the  nineteenth  of  June,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fourteen,  and  that  the  said  sum  of 
three  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
appropriated,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  out  of  any 
moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 
Approved,  May  4,  1824. 


An  Act  to  repeal  an  act,  approved  the  third  March, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-three,  en- 
titled "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  B.  Hogan." 
Be  it  enacted,  «f  c,  That  the  act  approved  on  the 
third   March,  one   thousand    eight   hundred  and 
twenty-three,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
John  B.  Hogan,"  be,  and   the  same  is  hereby,  re- 
pealed, and  that   the   accounting  officers  of  the 
Government  be  authorized  to  take  such  judicial 
measures  or  otherwise,  as  may  be   necessary  to 
compel  a  settlement  of  his  accounts. 

Sec.  2.  AwHte  U  further  enacted.  That  the  proper 
accounting  officer  of  the  Treasury  Department 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  directed  to  carry  to 
the  credit  of  the  said  Ho^^an,  the  amount  paid  by 
him,  on  account  of  clothing  to  the  Tenne^ssee  mi- 
litia volunteer  gunmen. 
Approved,  April  22,  1824. 


An  Act  for  enclosing  the  Burial  Ground  of  Christ 
Church,  Washington  Parish. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  cause 
to  be  paid  to  the  vestry  of  Christ  Church,  Wash- 
ington Parish,  in  the  City  of  Washington,  the  sum 
of  two  thousand  dollars,  out  of  any  money  in  the 
Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  aiding  in  the  erection  of  a  substantial  wall 
around  the  burial  ground  of  said  parish  :  Provided, 
That  the  said  vestry  shall  execute  a  bond  to  the 
United  States,  to  be  approved  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  and  deposited  in  his  Department, 
conditioned  in  the  penalty  of  four  thousand  dol- 
lars, for  the  faithful  application  of  the  money,  and 
execution  of  the  work,  and  securing  to  the  United 
States  the  four  hundred  sites  reserved  in  said  burial 
ground,  for  the  interment  of  members  of  Congress, 
and  others,  connected  with  the  General  Govern- 
ment. 

Approved,  May  4,  1824. 


An  Act  rewarding  the  officers  and  crews  of  two  gigs,, 
or  small  boats,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant 
Francis  H.  Gregory,  of  the  United  States  Navy. 
Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That    the    President  of  the 

United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to 


An  Act  declaring  the  consent  of  Congress  to  certain 
Acts  of  the  8tate  of  Alabama. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  consent  of  Congress 
be,  and  hereby  is,  granted  to  the  operation  of  an 
act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Ala- 
bama, passed  on  the  thirtieth  of  December,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-three,  entitled 
"An  act  to  improve  the  navigation  of  the  Coosa 
river,  and  to  aid  in  its  connexion  with  the  Tennes- 
see waters  ;"  and,  also,  to  an  act  passed  on  the 
thirty-first  of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  twenty-three,  entitled  "An  act  to  im- 
prove the  navigation  of  the  Tennessee  river." 

Approved,  May  13,  1824. 


An  .\ct  altering  the  times  of  holding  the  Courts  in  the 
District  o(  Columbia. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  Circuit  Court  for 
Washington  County,  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
shall  hereafter  commence  and  be  held  on  the  third 
Monday  of  December  and  first  Monday  of  May, 
in  each  year,  instead  of  the  days  now  fixed  by  law  j 
and  the  Circuit  Court  for  Alexandria  County,  in 
said  District,  on  the  fourth  Monday  of  April,  in- 
stead of  the  days  now  established  by  law  ;  and 
that  all  process  whatsoever,  now  issued,  or  which 
may  be  issued,  in  the  respective  counties  of  Wash- 
ington and  Alexandria,  in  said  District,  returnable 
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to  the  days,  respectively,  now  fixed,  by  law,  for 
each  of  the  said  counties,  shall  be  returnable,  and 
returned,  on  the  days  prescribed  by  this  act ;  and 
all  causes,  recognizances,  pleas,  and  proceedings, 
civil  and  criminal,  returnable  to,  and  depending 
before,  the  said  courts,  at  the  respective  times  of 
holding  the  same,  as  heretofore  established,  shall 
be  returned,  and  continued,  in  the  same  counties, 
respectively,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  said 
causes,  recognizances,  pleas,  and  proceedings,  had 
been  regularly  returned  or  continued,  to  the  said 
respective  times  appointed  by  this  act  for  holding 
the  said  courts. 
Approved,  May  13,  1824. 


An  Act  to  provide  for  the  extinguishment  of  the  debt 
due  to  the  United  States,  by  the  purchasers  of  pub- 
lic lands. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c.,-  That,  in  all  cases  where  the 
purchaser,  or  legal  holder,  of  any  certificate  of 
purchase  of  any  of  the  public  lands  of  the  United 
States,  may  have  obtained  a  certificate  of  further 
credit,  under  the  provisions  of  an  act,  passed  sec- 
ond March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-one,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
purchasers  of  public  lands  prior  to  the  first  day  of 
July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty," 
or  of  the  acts  supplementary  thereto,  of  the  twen- 
tieth of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-two,  and  of  the  third  of  March,  one  thous- 
and eight  hundred  and  twenty-three,  the  person 
obtaining  such  certificate,  or  the  legal  holder 
thereof,  shall  be  allowed,  at  any  time  prior  to  the 
tenth  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-five,  to  file,  with  the  register  of  the  land 
ofl&ce,  in  the  district  where  such  land  is  situated, 
a  relinquishment,  in  writing,  of  any  section,  half 
section,  quarter  section,  or  legal  subdivision  of  a 
fractional  section,  made  according  to  the  provis- 
ions of  the  existing  laws,  in  relation  to  the  survey 
and  sale  of  the  public  lands;  and  any  payment 
made,  on  any  tract  of  land  so  relinquiih'^d,  shall 
be  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  amount  due  on 
anv  tract  retained  by  said  purchaser,  or  legal 
holder  of  a  certificate  of  purchase,  which  relin- 
quishment shall  be  allowed  only  on  condition  that 
any  such  purchaser,  or  legal  holder  of  a  certificate 
of  purchase,  relinquish  a  sufficient  quantity  of 
land  thereby  to  complete  his  or  her  payments  due 
to  the  United  Stales,  or  any  lands  retained,  or 
pay  the  balance  due,  and  which  may  afterwards 
become  due,  in  money,  before  or  at  the  time  of 
such  relinquishment;  and,  on  the  payment  of 
such  balance  in  money,  there  shall  be  allowed,  on 
the  amount  so  paid,  a  deduction  of  the  rate  of 
thirty-seven  and  a  half  per  centum:  Provided, 
That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  entitle  the 
person  making  such  relinquishment  to  claim  any 
repayment  from  the  United  States,  on  account  of 
any  lands  so  relinquished  :  And  provided  further. 
That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  authorize 
any  discounts  upon  payments  made  by  relin- 
quishment. 

Sec.  2,  Ar,d  he  it  further  enacted,  That  all  pur- 
chasers, or  legal  holders  of  any  certificate  of  pur- 


chase, of  any  of  the  public  lands  of  the  United 
States,  who  may  have  obtained  a  certificate  of 
further  credit,  under  the  provisions  of  the  several 
acts  above  mentioned,  or  making  complete  pay- 
ment, previous  to  the  tenth  of  April,  eighteen 
hundred  and  tweniy-five,  of  every  instalment  now 
due,  and  which  shall  afterwards  become  payable, 
shall  be  allowed,  upon  the  amount  so  paid,  a  de- 
duction, at  the  rate  of  thirty-seven  and  a  half  per 
centum. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  registers  and  receivers  of  the 
land  offices  of  the  IJnited  States,  immediately 
after  the  10th  of  April,  eighteen  hundred  and 
twenty-five,  to  return  complete  lists  of  the  lands 
relinquished  to  the  United  States,  within  their 
districts;  and  such  lands  shall  be  exposed  to  sale, 
as  other  public  lands  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  4.  And  he  ii  further  enacted,  That  the  regis- 
ter and  receiver  of  any  land  office  shall  be  allowed 
double  the  fees  given  them  by  the  act  of  the 
second  of  March,  o.ne  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-one,  for  like  services,  to  be  paid  by  the 
person  or  persons  availing  themselves  of  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  furtlier  enacted,  That  the 
provisions  of  this  act  be  extended  to  town  lots  and 
out  lots  reserved  for  that  purpose,  and  sold  by  the 
United  States  on  a  credit. 

Approved,  May  18,  1824. 


An  Act  providinar  for  the  appointment  of  an  airent  for 
the  Osage  Indians  west  of  the  State  of  Missouri, 
and  Territory  of  Arkansas,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  l>e,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to 
appoint  an  agent  for  the  Osage  Indians  west  of 
the  State  of  Missouri,  and  Territory  of  Arkansas, 
who  shall  receive  for  his  compensation  the  sum  of 
fifteen  hundred  dollars,  in  full, and  that  all  rations 
or  other  allowances  made  to  him,  shall  be  de- 
ducted from  the  sum  hereby  allowed. 

Sec  2.  Ajid  he  it  further  tnaded.  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  each  Indian  agent  to  reside  and 
keep  his  agency  within,  or  near  the  territory, 
claimed  by  the  tribe  or  tribes  of  Indians  for  which 
he  may  be  agent,  at  such  place  as  the  President 
of  the  United  States  may  designate. 

Approved,  May  IS,  1824. 


An  .\ct  to  provide  for  repaying  to  Bezaleel  Wells  a 
certain  sum  of  money  by  him  erroneously  paid  into 
the  Treasury. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  re- 
quired to  pay,  out  of  any  money,  not  otherwise 
appropriated,  to  Bezaleel  Wells,  of  the  Slate  of 
Ohio,  the  sum  of  three  hundred  dollars,  being  the 
amount  paid  by  him  into  the  Treasury,  on  the 
twelfth  day  of  October,  in  the  year  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  twenty-two,  by  mistake,  on  account  of 
three  several  tracts  of  land,  in  the  district  of  Vin- 
cennes,  in  the  State  of  Indiana,  which  had  been 
before  that  lime  relinquished  bv  him  to  the  Uni- 
ted Stales,  under  the  "Act  for  the  relief  of  pur- 
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chasers  of  the  public  lands,  prior  to  the  first  day 
of  July,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty." 
Approved,  May  18,  1824. 


An  .\ct  to  amend  the  several  acts  for  imposing  duties 

on  Imports. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That,  from  and  after  the 
thirtieth  day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twenty-four,  in  lieu  of  the  duties  now  im- 
posed by  law  on  the  importation  of  the  articles 
hereinafter  mentioned,  there  shall  be  levied,  col- 
lected, and  paid,  the  following  duties,  that  is  to 
say  : 

First.  On  sail  duck,  oznaburgs,  burlaps,  and 
ticklenburgs,  a  duty  of  fifteen  per  centutn  ad  va- 
lorem. 

On  all  manufactures  of  wool,  or  of  which  wool 
shall  be  a  component  part,  except  worsted  stuff 
goods  and  blankets,  which  shall  pay  twenty-five 
per  centum  ad  valorem,  a  duly  of  thirty  per  cen- 
tum ad  valorem,  until  the  thirtieth  day  of  June, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-five,  and 
after  that  time,  a  duty  of  thirty-three  and  a  third 
per  centum  ad  valorem:  Provided,  That,  on  all 
manufactures  of  wool,  except  flannels  and  baizes, 
the  actual  value  of  which,  at  the  place  whence 
imported,  shall  not  exceed  thirty-three  and  a  third 
cents  per  square  yard,  shall  be  charged  with  a 
duty  of  twenty-five  per  centum  ad  valorem. 

Second.  On  all  manufactures,  not  herein  spe- 
cified, of  cotton,  silk,  flax,  or  hemp,  or  of  which 
either  of  these  materials  shall  be  a  component 
part,  and  on  all  manufactures  of  silk,  or  of  which 
silk  shall  be  a  component  material,  coming  from 
beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  a  duty  of  twenty- 
five  per  centum  ad  valorem  ;  on  all  other  manu- 
factures of  silk,  or  of  which  silk  shall  be  a  com- 
?onent  material,  twenty  per  centum  ad  valorem  : 
Wovided,  That  all  cotton  cloths  whatsoever,  or 
cloths  of  which  cotton  shall  be  a  component  ma- 
terial, excepting  nankeens  imported  directly  from 
China,  the  original  cost  of  which,  at  the  place 
whence  imported,  with  the  addition  of  twenty  per 
centum,  if  imported  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
or  any  place  beyond  it,  and  of  ten  per  centum,  if 
imported  from  any  other  place,  shall  be  less  than 
thirty  cents  ner  square  yard,  shall,  with  such  ad- 
dition, be  taken  and  deemed  to  have  cost  thirty 
cents  per  s<|uare  yard,  and  shall  be  charged  with 
duty  accordingly.  And  that  all  unbleached  and 
uncolored  cotton  twist,  yarn,  or  thread,  the  origi- 
nal cost  of  which  shall  be  less  than  sixty  cents 
per  pound,  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  have  cost 
sixty  cents  per  pound,  and  shall  be  charged  with 
duty  accordingly.  And  all  bleached  or  colored 
cotton  yarn,  twist,  or  thread,  the  original  cost  of 
which  shall  be  less  than  seventy-five  cents  per 
pound,  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  have  cost 
seventy-five  cents  per  pound,  and  shall  be  charged 
with  duty  accordingly  :  Procukd,  (duo,  That  the 
provisions  of  this  act  shall  not  apply  to,  or  be  en- 
forced against,  importations  of  goods  from  ports 
or  places  eastward  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  or 
beyond  Cape  Horn,  before  the  first  day  of  January 
next  ensuing. 


Third.  On  wool  manufactured,  a  duty  of  twen- 
ty per  centum  ad  valorem,  until  the  first  day  of 
June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  ;  afterwards,  a  duty  of  twenty-five  per  centum 
ad  valorem,  until  the  first  of  June,  one  thou^nd 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-six ;  afterwards,  a  duty 
ofthirty  per  centum  ad  valorem :  Provided^  That 
all  wool,  the  actual  value  of  which,  at  the  place 
whence  imported,  shall  not  exceed  ten  cents  per 
pound,  shall  be  charged  with  a  duty  of  fifteen  per 
centum  ad  valorem,  and  no  more. 

Fourth.  On  all  Leghorn  hats  or  bonnets,  and 
all  hats  or  bonnets  of  straw,  chip,  or  grass,  and 
on  all  flats,  braids,  or  plats,  for  making  of  hats  or 
bonnets,  a  duly  of  fifty  per  centum  ad  valorem  : 
Provided,  That  all  Leghorn  hats  and  bonnets,  and 
all  hats  or  bonnets  of  straw,  chip,  or  grass,  which, 
at  the  place  whence  imported,  with  the  addition 
often  per  centum,  shall  have  cost  less  than  one 
dollar  each,  shall,  with  such  addition,  be  taken 
and  deemed  to  have  cost  one  dollar  each,  and 
shall  be  charged  with  duty  accordingly. 

Fifth.  On  japanned  wares,  of  all  kinds,  on  pla- 
tedxwares,  of  all  kinds,  and  on  all  manufactures, 
not  ^herwise  specified,  made  of  brass,  iron,  steel, 
pewteVylead,  or  tin,  or  of  which  either  of  these 
metals  iVa  component  material,  a  duty  of  twenty- 
five  per  centum  ad  valorem. 

On  bolting  cloths,  fifteen  per  centum  ad  valo- 
rem ; 

On  hair  cloth  and  hair  seating,  thirty  per  cen- 
tum ad  valorem ; 

On  marble,  and  all  manufactures  of  marble, 
thirty  per  centum  ad  valorem ; 

On  all  paper  hangings,  forty  per  centum  ad 
valorem  ; 

On  coach  laces,  of  cotton  or  other  material, 
thirty-five  per  centum  ad  valorem ;  on  all  other 
laces,  twelve  and  a  half  per  centum  ad  valorem  ; 

On  lead,  in  pigs,  bars,  or  sheets,  two  cents  per 
pound  ; 

On  leaden  shot,  three  and  one  half  cents  per 

pound  ; 

On  red  or  white  lead,  dry,  or  ground  in  oil, 
four  cents  per  pound  ; 

On  Brussels,  Turkey,  and  Wilton  carpets  and 
carpeting,  fifty  cents  per  square  yard; 

On  all  Venetian  and  ingrain  carpets  or  carpet- 
ing, twenty-five  cents  per  square  yard  ; 

On  all  other  kiuds  of  carpets  and  carpeting,  of 
wool,  flax,  hemp,  or  cotton,  or  parts  of  either, 
twenty  cents  per  square  yard  ; 

On  oil  cloth  carpeting,  and  on  oil  cloths,  of 
every  description,  a  duty  of  thirty  per  centum  ad 
valorem  ; 

On  all  other  carpets  and  carpeting,  mats,  and 
floor  cloths,  made  of  tow,  flags,  or  any  other  ma- 
terial, a  duty  of  thirty  per  centum  ad  valorem; 

On  hemp,  at  the  rate  of  thirty-five  dollars  per 
ton  ; 

On  tarred  cables  and  cordage,  four  cents  per 
pound  ; 

On  untarred  cordage,  yarns,  twine,  pack  thread, 
and  seines,  five  cents  per  pound  ; 

On  cotton  bagging,  three  cenls  and  three-fourths 
of  a  cent  per  square  yardj 
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On  iron,  in  bars  or  bolts,  not  manufactured,  in 
whole  or  in  part,  by  rolling,  ninety  cents  per  hun- 
dred and  twelve  pounds ; 

On  round  iron,  or  braziers'  rods,  of  three-six- 
teenths to  eight-sixteenths  of  an  inch  diameter, 
inclusive  ;  and  on>iron,  in  nail  or  spike  rods,  slit ; 
and  on  iron,  in  sheets,  and  hoop  iroh  ;  and  on  iron, 
slit  or  rolled,  for  band-iron,  scroll-iron,  or  case- 
ment rods,  three  cents  per  pound ; 

On  iron  spikes,  four  cents  per  pound  ; 

On  iron  nails,  cut  or  wrought,  five  cents  per 
pound  ; 

On  tacks,  brads,  and  sprigs,  not  exceeding  six- 
teen ounces  to  the  thousand,  five  cents  per  thou- 
sand ;  exceeding  sixteen  ounces  to  the  thousand, 
five  cents  per  pound  ; 

On  iron  or  steel  wire,  not  exceeding  number 
eighteen,  five  cents  per  pound ;  over  number 
eighteen,  nine  cents  per  pound; 

On  square  wire,  used  in  the  manufacture  of 
stretchers  for  umbrellas,  twelve  per  centum  ad 
valorem  ; 

On  anvils  and  anchors,  two  cents  per  pound  ; 

On  iron  cables  or  chains,  or  parts  thereof,  three 
cents  per  pound ;  and  no  drawback  shall  be  al- 
lowed on  the  exportation  of  iron  cables,  or  parts 
thereof ; 

On  mill  cranks  and  mill  irons,  of  wrought  iron, 
four  cents  per  pound  ; 

On  mill  saws,  one  dollar  each  ; 

On  blacksmiths'  hammers  and  sledges,  two  and 
a  half  cents  per  pound  ; 

On  muskets,  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  per 
stand  ; 

On  rifles,  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  each  ; . 

On  all  other  fire-arms,  and  on  side-arras,  thirty 
per  centum  ad  valorem  ; 

On  cutting  knives,  scythes,  sickles,  and  reaping 
hooks,  spades  and  shovels,  of  iron  or  steel,  thirty 
per  centum  ad  valorem  ; 

On  screws  of  iron,  weighing  twenty-five  pounds 
or  upwards,  thirty  per  centum  ad  valorem ; 

On  screws  of  iron,  for  wood,  called  wood 
screws,  thirty  per  cent,  ad  valorem  ; 

On  vessels  of  cast  iron,  not  otherwise  specified, 
one  and  a  half  cents  per  pound  ; 

On  all  other  castings  of  iron,  not  specified,  one 
cent  per  pound ; 

On  all  vessels  of  copper,  thirty-five  per  centum 
ad  valorem : 

On  quills,  prepared  or  manufactured,  twenty- 
five  per  centum  ad  valorem  ; 

On  slates  and  tiles,  for  building,  twenty-five  per 
cent,  ad  valorem ; 

On  black  lead  pencils,  forty  per  centum  ad  va- 
lorem ; 

On  lallow  candles,  five  cents  per  pound  ; 

On  spermaceti  candles,  eight  cents  per  pound  ; 

On  soap,  four  cents  per  pound  ; 

On  lard,  three  cents  per  pound ; 

On  wheat,  twenty-five  cents  per  bushel  ; 

On  oats,  ten  cents  per  bushel ; 

On  wheat  flour,  fifty  cents  per  hundred  weight; 

On  potatoes,  ten  cents  per  bushel ; 

On  coal,  six  cents  per  heaped  bushel ; 

On  corks,  twelve  cents  per  pound  ; 


On  prunelle  and  other  shoes  or  slippers,  of  stuff 
or  nankeen,  twenty-five  cents  per  pair  ; 

On  laced  boots  or  bootees,  one  dollar  fifty  cents 
per  pair ; 

On  linseed,  rape  seed,  and  hemp  seed  oil,  twenty- 
five  cents  per  gallon  ; 

On  castor  oil,  forty  cents  per  gallon  ; 

On  ale,  beer,  and  porter,  imported  in  bottles, 
twenty  c<nts  per  gallon  ;  imported  otherwise  than 
in  bottles,  fifteen  cents  per  gallon  ; 

On  beef  and  pork,  two  cents  per  pound  ; 

On  hams,  and  other  bacon,  three  cents  per 
pound  ; 

On  butter,  five  cents  per  pound  ; 

On  vinegar,  eight  cents  per  gallon  ; 

On  alum,  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  hun- 
dred weirht  ; 

On  refined  saltpetre,  three  cents  per  pound  ; 

On  blue  or  Roman  vitriol,  four  cents  per  pound  ; 

On  oil  of  vitriol,  three  cents  per  pound  ; 

On  Gliuber  salts,  two  cents  per  pound ; 

On  Epsom  salts,  four  cents  per  pound  ; 

On  camphor,  crude,  eight  cents  per  pound  ; 

On  camphor,  refined,  twelve  ceuts  per  pound  ; 

On  copperas,  two  dollars  per  hundred  weight; 

On  Cayenne  pepper,  fifteen  cents  per  pound  ; 

On  ginger,  two  cents  per  pound  ; 

On  chocolate,  four  cents  per  pound  ; 

On  currants  and  figs,  three  cents  per  pound  ; 

On  plums,  prunes.  Muscatel  raisins,  and  raisins 
in  jars  aad  boxes,  four  cents  per  pound  ; 

On  all  other  raisins,  three  cents  per  pound  ; 

On  window  glass,  not  above  eight  inches  by  ten 
inches  in  size,  three  dollars  per  hundred  square 
feel;  not  above  ten  inches  by  twelve  inches  in 
size,  three  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  hundred 
square  feet;  and  if  above  ten  inches  by  twelve 
inches  in  size,  four  dollars  per  hundred  square 
feet:  Provided,  That  all  window  glass,  imported 
in  plates,  uncut,  shall  be  chargeable  with  the 
highest  rate  of  duties  hereby  imposed  ; 

On  blick  glass  bottles,  not  exceeding  the  capa- 
city of  one  quart,  two  dollars  per  groce;  on  bot- 
tles exceeding  one  quart,  and  not  more  than  two 
quarUi,  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  groce  ;  over 
two  quarts,  and  not  exceeding  one  gallon,  three 
dollars  i)er  groce ; 

On  demijohns,  twenty-five  cents  each  ; 

On  a|)othecaries'  vials,  of  the  capacity  of  four 
ounces,  and  less,  one  dollar  per  groce  ;  on  the 
same,  above  four  ounces,  and  not  exceeding  eight 
ounces,  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per 
groce  ; 

On  all  wares  of  cut  glass,  not  specified,  three 
cents  per  pound,  and,  in  addition  thereto,  an  ad 
valorem  duty  of  thirty  per  centum  ; 

On  all  other  articles  of  glass,  two  cents  per 
pound,  and,  in  addition  thereto,  an  ad  valorem 
duty  of  twenty  per  centum  ; 

On  all  books,  which  the  importer  shall  make  it 
satisfactorily  appear  to  the  collector  of  the  port  at 
which  the  same  stiall  be  entered,  were  printed 
previous  to  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  sevi^nty-five  ;  and  also  on  all  books  printed  in 
other  languages  than  English,  four  cents  per  vol- 
ume, except  books  printed  in  Latin  or  Greek ;  on 
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all  books  printed  in  Latin  or  Greek,  when  bound, 
fifteen  cents  per  pound  ;  when  not  bound,  thirteen 
cents  per  pound ; 

On  all  other  books,  when  bound,  thirty  cents 
per  pound  ;  when  in  sheets  or  boards,  twenty-six 
cents  per  pound  ; 

On  folio  and  quarto  post  paper,  of  all  kinds, 
twenty  cents  per  pound  ; 

On  foolscap  and  all  drawing  and  writing  paper, 
seventeen  cents  per  pound; 

On  printing,  copperplate,  and  stationers'  paper, 
ten  cents  per  poun4; 

On  sheathing  paper,  binders;',  and  box-boards, 
and  wrapping  paper,  of  all  kinds,  three  cents  per 
pound  ; 

On  all  other  paper,  a  duty  of  fifteen  cents  per 
pound  ; 

A  duty  of  twelve  and  a  half  per  centum  ad  val- 
orem on  all  articles,  not  herein  specified,  and  now 
paying  a  duty  of  seven  and  a  half  per  centum  ad 
valorem,  with  the  exception  of  patent  adhesive 
felt,  for  covering  ships'  bottoms,  which  shall  be 
admitted  free  of  duty  until  June  thirtieth,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-six. 

Sec.  2.  Atul  he  it  further  enacted,  That  an  add# 
tion  of  ten  per  centum  shall  be  made  to  the  sev- 
eral rales  o!  duties  hereby  imposed  upon  the  seve- 
ral articles  aforesaid,  which,  after  the  said  respec- 
tive tiroes  for  the  commencement  of  the  duties 
hereby  imposed,  shall  be  imported  in  ships  or  ves- 
sels, not  of  the  United  States  :  Provided,  That 
this  addition  shall  not  be  applied  to  articles  im- 
ported in  ships  or  vessels,  not  of  the  United  States, 
entitled  by  treaty,  or  by  any  act  of  Congress,  to 
be  admitted  on  payment  of  the  same  duties  that 
ac0  paid  on  like  articles  imported  in  ships  or  ves- 
sels of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  there 
shall  be  allowed  a  drawback  of  the  duties  by  this 
act  imposed  upon  the  exportation  of  any  articles 
that  shall  have  paid  the  same,  within  the  time, 
and  in  the  manner,  and  subject  to  the  provisions 
and  restrictions,  prescribed  in  the  fourth  section 
of  this  act,  entitled  an  "Act  to  regulate  the  duties 
on  imports  and  tonnage,"  passed  the  twenty-sev- 
enth day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  sixteen. 

Sec.  4.  Andheit further enacied.  That  the  drawback 
allowed  by  lawon  plain  silk  clothsjshall  beallowed, 
although  the  said  cloths,  before  the  exportation 
thereof,  shall  have  been  colored,  printed,  stained, 
dyed,  stamped,  or  painted,  in  the  United  Slates. 
But,  whenever  any  such  cloths,  so  imported,  shall 
be  intended  to  be  so  colored,  printed,  stained, 
dyed,  stamped,  or  painted,  and  afterwards  to  be 
exported  from  the  United  States,  with  privilege 
of  drawback,  each  package  thereof  shall,  before 
the  same  shall  be  delivered  from  the  public  stores, 
be  opened  and  examined  by  an  inspector  of  the 
customs,  and  the  contents  thereof  measured  or 
weighed,  and  the  quality  thereof  ascertained,  and 
a  sample  of  each  piece  thereof  reserved  at  the  cus- 
tom-house ;  and  a  particular  account  or  registry 
of  such  examination,  describing  the  number  of 
pieces  in  each  package,  their  weight  or  measure, 
and  the  samples  thereof  reserved,  shall  be  entered 


in  the  books  of  the  custom-house ;  and,  after  such 
examination,  said  goods  shall  be  repacked  in  the 
original  package,  and  the  said  original  package 
shall  be  marked  with  the  custom-house  mark. 
And,  whenever  any  such  goods,  being  thus  col- 
ored, printed,  stained,  dyed,  stamped,  or  painted, 
shall  be  entered  at  the  custom-house  for  exporta- 
tion and  drawback,  the  same  shall  be  so  entered 
in  the  original  package,  marked  as  aforesaid,  and 
not  otherwise,  unless  the  person,  so  entering  the 
same,  shall  give  satisfactory  evidence  to  the  col- 
lector or  naval  oflScer,  or  one  of  them,  that  sucb 
original  package  has  been  lost  or  destroyed  bv 
accident ;  and  no  such  application  for  drawback 
shall  be  made,  except  on  the  contents  of  entire 
packages ;  and,  upon  application  for  such  entry 
and  drawback,  the  contents  of  the  packages  so 
oflered,  shall  be  examined  by  an  inspector  of  the 
customs,  and  measured  or  weighed,  and  compared 
with  the  original  entry,  registry,  and  samples : 
and  if,  upon  such  comparison  and  full  examina- 
tion, the  collector  shall  be  satisfied  that  the  con- 
tents of  each  package  are  the  same  identical  goods 
imported  and  registered  as  aforesaid,  and  not 
changed  or  altered  except  by  being  colored,  print- 
ed, stained,  dyed,  stamped, or  painted,  as  aforesaid, 
then  the  person,  so  entering  such  goods,  shall  be 
admitted  to  the  oath  prescribed  by  law,  to  be  used 
in  cases  of  application  for  exportation  of  goods  for 
the  benefit  of  drawback,  and  shall,  thereupon,  be 
entitled  to  drawback,  as  in  other  cases  :  Provided^ 
That  the  exporter  shall,  in  every  other  particular, 
comply  with  the  regulations  and  formalities  here- 
tofore established  for  entries  of  goods  for  exporta- 
tion, with  the  benefit  of  drawback.  And  if  any 
person  shall  present,  for  exportation  and  drawback, 
any  colored,  printed,  stained,  dyed,  stamped,  or 
painted  silk,  or  nankeen  cloths,  knowing  the  same 
not  entitled  to  drawback,  according  to  the  provi- 
sions of  this  act,  or  shall  wilfully  misrepresent  or 
conceal  the  contents  or  quality  of  any  package  as 
aforesaid,  the  said  goods,  so  presented  or  entered 
for  drawback,  shall  be  forfeited,  and  may  be  seized 
by  the  collector,  and  proceeded  with,  and  the  for- 
feiture distributed,  as  in  other  cases. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  furtfur  enacted,  Thai  the  exist- 
ing laws  shall  extend  to,  and  be  in  force  for,  the 
collection  of  the  duties  imposed  by  this  act,  for  the 
prosecution  and  punishment  of  all  offences,  and 
for  the  recovery,  collection,  distribution,  and  re- 
mission, of  all  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures,  as 
fully  and  effectually  as  if  every  regulation,  penalty, 
forfeiture,  provision,  clause,  matter,  and  thing,  to 
that  efi'ect,  in  the  existing  laws  contained,  had 
been  inserted  in,  and  re-enacted  by,  this  act. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  pro- 
visions of  the  second  section  of  the  act  of  Con- 
gress, entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  the  duties  on 
imports  and  tonnage,"  approved  April  iwenly- 
seventh,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen, 
shall  extend  and  inure  to  the  benefit  of  the  schools 
and  colleges  within  the  United  States,  or  the  ter- 
ritories thereof,  in  the  same  manner,  and  under 
the  like  limitations  and  restrictions,  as  is  provided 
in  said  act,  with  respect  to  seminaries  of  learning. 

Approved,  May  22,  1824. 
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An  Act  to  improve  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  and 
Missi^iiippi  Rivers. 
Be  it  enacted^  ^c,    Thai  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to 
cause  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  river  to  be  im- 
proved, over  the  following  sand  bars,  or  either  of 
them,  at  his  discretion,  to  wit:  the  sand  bar  which 
crosses  said  river,  one  mile  and  a  quarter  below 
Flint  Island;  the  sand  bar  two  miles  above  French 
Island;  the   bar  just  below  Henderson;    the  bar 
below  Straight  Island;    the  bar  below   Willow 
Island,  in  the  Mississippi  bend ;  and  the  bar  op- 
posite to  lower  Smitbland,   below  Cumberland 
Island;  and,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  and 
directing  the  best  method  of  carrying  the  provis- 
ions of  this  act  into  effect,  he  may  employ  any  of 
the  engineers  in  the  public  service  which  he  may 
deem  proper:    Provided,  nevertheless,  That  two  ex- 
periments shall  first  be  made  upon  two  of  the  said 
bars,  and  if  in  his  judgment  they  shall  be  success- 
ful, then,  and  not  otherwise,  he  is  hereby  author- 
ized to  cause  improvements  to  be  made  upon  the 
remaining  bars. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  fartlur  enacted.  That,  for  the 
purpose  of  improving  the  navigation  of  the  Mis- 
sis-sippi  river,  from  the  mouth  of  the  Missouri  to 
New  Orleans,  and  of  the  Ohio  river,  from  Pitts- 
burg to  its  junction  with  the  Mississippi,  the 
President  of  the  United  States  is  hereby  author- 
ized to  lake  prompt  and  effectual  measures  for  the 
removal  of  all  trees  which  may  be  fixed  in  the 
bed  of  said  river;  and,  for  this  purpose,  he  is  au- 
thorized to  procure  and  provide,  in  that  way 
which,  in  his  discretion,  may  be  most  eligible,  the 
requisite  water  craft,  machinery,  implements,  and 
force,  to  raise  all  such  trees,  commonly  called 
"  planters,  sawyers,  or  snags,"  as  may  be  found  in 
the  current  of  said  rivers  at  the  lowest  stage  of 
water,  and  to  saw  or  cut  them  off,  as  near  as 
practicable  to  the  bottom  of  the  stream ;  and 
where  trees  are  found  upon  sand  bars,  upon  the 
points  of  islands,  or  near  the  bank  of  the  river, 
which  may,  at  the  lowest  stage  of  the  water,  en- 
danger the  safety  of  navigating  said  river,  they 
shall,  in  like  manner,  be  cut,  removed,  or  sawed 
off:  and  all  roots  or  limbs,  belonging  to  those 
parts  of  said  trees  which  are  fastened  in  the  earth, 
shall  be  carefully  cut  away. 

Sec  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That,  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  the  provisions  of 
this  act,  the  sum  of  seventy-five  thousand  dollars 
be,  and  is  hereby,  appropriated.  And  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  is  hereby  authorized  to 
draw,  from  time  to  time,  on  the  Treasury,  for 
such  parts,  or  at  any  one  time  for  the  whole,  of 
said  sum,  as  he  shall  judge  the  service  requires; 
which  said  sum  shall  be  paid  out  of  any  money 
in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  furtlur  enacted,  That  the  Presi- 
dent be,  and  he  is  hereby,  requested  to  cause  to  be 
laid  before  Congress,  as  soon  as  convenience  will 
permit,  after  the  commencement  of  each  session,  a 
statement  of  the  proceedings  under  this  act,  that 
Congress  may  be  enabled  to  adopt  such  further 
measures  as  may,  from  time  to  time,  be  nece.^sary, 
under  existing  circumstances.  [Ap.  May  24,  1824.] 


Ad  Act  to  enable  the  President  to  hold  treaties  with 
certain  Indian  tribes,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  ewacted,  ^c.  That  the  sum  of  ten  thousand 
dollars  b«?,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated  to 
defray  the  expenses  of  making  treaties  of  trade 
and  friendship  with  the  Indian  tribes  beyond  the 
Mississippi;  and  that  the  said  sum  shall  be  paid 
out  of  aay  money  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise 
appropriated. 

Sec.  ii.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That,  for  the 
purpose  of  negotiating  said  treaties,  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States,  the  President  shall  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  appoint  suitable  persons 
for  commissioners,  and  to  fix  their  compensation, 
so  as  not  to  exceed  what  has  been  heretofore 
allowed  for  like  services. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Presi- 
dent shall  be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  ap- 
point two  sub-agents,  to  be  employed  among  the 
Indian  tribes,  on  the  waters  of  the  Upper  Mis- 
souri, whose  annual  salary  shall  be  eight  hundred 
dollars  each,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 
^EC.  4.  Arui  he  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
l^the  duty  of  Indian  agents  to  designate,  from 
time  to  time,  certain  convenient  and  suitable 
places  for  carrying  on  trade  with  the  different  In- 
dian tribes,  and  to  require  all  traders  to  trade  at 
the  nlares  thus  designated,  and  at  no  other  place 
or  placj's. 

Sec.  5.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Su- 
perintendent of  Indian  Affairs  at  St.  Louis,  and 
his  successors  in  office,  shall  possess  all  the  powers, 
and  be  subject  to  all  the  duties  of  Governors  of 
Territories  when  exercising  the  office  of  Superin- 
tendents of  Indian  Affairs,  and  shall  exercise*a 
general  supervision  of  the  official  conduct  and 
accounts  oi  Indian  Agents,  within  his  superinten- 
dency. 

Sec.  6.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the  sum 
of  ten  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the 
Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated,  to  enable 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  furnish  a 
competent  military  escort  to  the  Commissioners 
authorized  to  be  appointed  by  this  act,  if,  m  bis 
opinion,  the  same  shall  be  necessary. 

Approved,  May  25,  1824. 


An  Att  to  authorize  the  creation  of  a  stock  to  an 
amount  not  exceeding  fire  millions  of  dollars,  to 
provide  for  the  awards  of  the  Commissioners  under 
the  Treaty  with  Spain,  of  the  twenty-second  of 
February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nine- 
teen. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That,  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
viding funds  to  discharge  the  awards  of  the  Com- 
missioners under  the  Treaty  with  Spain,  of  the 
twenty-second  day  of  February,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nineteen, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
authorized,  with  the  approbation  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  to  cause  to  be  issued  and 
sold  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  or  others, 
at  a  sum  not  less  than  th"  par  value  thereof,  cer- 
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tificates  of  Mock  of  the  United  States,  to  any 
amount  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  five  millions  of 
dollars,  and  bearing  an  interest  of  not  exceeding 
four  and  one-half  per  centum  per  annum  from  the 
period  of  the  sale  thereof;  which  stock,  so  created, 
shall  be  redeemable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  United 
States,  at  any  time  after  the  first  day  of  January, 
in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
two.  And,  upon  the  sale  of  such  stock,  in  man- 
ner aforesaid,  credit  or  credits  to  the  proprietors 
thereof  shall  thereupon  be  entered  and  given  on 
the  books  of  the  Treasury,  in  like  manner  as  for 
the  present  funded  debt ;  which  said  credits  or 
stock  shall  thereafter  be  transferrable  as  other 
public  stock  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  2.  Andhe  it  furtlier  enacted,  That  the  moneys 
which  may  be  received  from  the  issuing  and  sale 
of  the  aforesaid  certificates  of  stock,  shall,  and  the 
same  are  hereby  directed  to,  be  applied  to  the 
payment  and  discharge  of  the  awards  of  the  Com- 
missioners under  the  Treaty  with  Spain,  of  the 
twenty-second  day  of  February,  in  the  year  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  nineteen :  Provided,  also,  That, 
in  all  cases  where  the  person  or  per>ons,  in  whose 
name,  or  for  whose  benefit  and  interest  the  afore- 
said awards  shall  be  made,  shall  be  in  debt  and 
lu  arrears  to  the  United  States,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Trea-surv  shall  retain  the  same  out  of  the 
amount  of  the  aforesaid  awards,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, and  a  warrant  or  certificate,  as  the  case 
may  be,  shall  only  i.ssue  for  the  balance. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  a  sum, 
equal  to  what  will  be  necessary  to  pay  the  interest 
which  may  accrue  on  the  said  stock,  to  the  end  of 
the  present  year  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  ap- 
propriated for  that  purpose,  to  be  paid  out  of  any 
moneys  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated. 

Approved,  May  24,  1824. 


Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  so  much 
of  the  seventh  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  of 
the  third  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and    twenty-three,   entitled   "An   act   amending 
and  supplementary  to  the  act  entitled  'An  act  to 
provide  for  the  survey  and  disposal  of  the  public 
lands  in  Florida,'"  as  prevents  the  appointment  of 
a  surveyor  for  Florida,  until  the  Commissioners 
shall  have  decided  and   reported  on  the  private 
claims  in  said  Territory  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
repealed ;  and  the  Eastern  and  Western  land  dis- 
tricts in  said  Territory  shall  be  divided  and  sepa- 
rated   by   the   Suwaney   river,   and   not   by   the 
ancient  line  of  division  between  the  provinces  of 
East  and  West  Florida,  as  prescribed  by  the  eighth 
section  of  the  act  aforesaid. 
Approved,  May  24,  1824. 


An  Act  providing  for  a  grant  of  land  for  the  Seat  of 
Government  in  the  Territory  of  Florida,  and  for  other 
purposes. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  there  shall  be,  and  hereby 
is,  granted  to  the  Territory  of  Florida,  one  entire 
quarter  section  of  land,  or  fractional  section,  not 
exceeding  in  quantity  one  quarter  section,  for  the 
Seat  of  Government  in  that  Territory,  to  be 
located  previously  to  the  sale  of  the  adjacent  lands, 
under  the  authority  of  the  Governor  thereof,  at 
the  point  selected  for  the  permanent  Seat  of  Gov- 
ernment for  said  Territory. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Gov- 
ernor and  Legislative  Council  of  the  Territory 
afore.said,  or  a  majority  thereof,  be,  and  they  are 
hereby,  authorized  to  adopt  such  measures  as  to 
them  may  seem  expedient  for  the  sale  of  said  tract 
of  land,  or  any  part  thereof,  for  the  purpose  of 
raising  a  fund  for  the  erection  of  public  buildings 
at  said  Seat  of  Government. 

Sec.3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  there  shall 
be,  and  hereby  arc,  reserved  from  .sale,  three  entire 
quarter  .sections  of  lands  of  the  United  States, 
lying  contiguous  to,  and  adjoining,  the  quarter 
section  granted  by  the  first  section  of  this  act,  to 
be  located  by  the  Governor  of  said  Territory. 


An  Act  concerning  Invalid  Pensions. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  Secretary  of  War 
be  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  place  the  follow- 
ing named  persons  on  the  list  of  invalid  pension- 
ers of  the  United  States,  who  shall  be  entitled  to 
and  receive  pensions  according  to  the  rates  and 

commencing  at  the  limes  hereinafter  mentioned 

that  is  to  say  : 

Andrew  Gorril,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  per 
month  ;  to  commence  on  the  third  day  of  Decem- 
ber, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-one. 

James  Wilson,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  per 
month  ;  to  commence  the  first  day  of  January,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-three. 

William  Parker,  Rock,  and  Thomas,  three  Sen- 
eca Indians,  residing  at  Buffalo,  in  the  State  of 
New  York,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  per  month, 
each  ;  to  commence  the  first  day  of  February,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-three. 

Approved,  May  19,  1824. 


An  Act  supplementary  to  the  several  acts  providing 
for  ascertaining  and  adjusting  the  titles  and  claims 
to  land  in  the  St.  Helena  and  Jackson  Courthouse 
Land  Districts. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.  That  claimants  of  lands  within 
the  limits  of  the  land  district  of  St.  Helena,  as 
established  by  the  act  of  the  twenty-fifth  of  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve,  entitled 
"An  act  for  ascertaining  the  titlesandclaims  to  lands 
in  that  part  of  Louisiana  which  lies  east  of^  the  riv- 
er Mississippi  and  island  of  New  Orleans,"  whose 
claims  have  been  presented  to  the  commissioner 
appointed  to  receive  and  examine  claims  and  titles 
to  lands  in  said  district,  or  to  the  register  and  re- 
ceiver, acting  as  commissioners,  under  the  provis- 
ions of  the  act  of  the  third  of  March,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  nineteen,  entitled  "An  act  for 
adjusting  the  claims  to  lands  and   establishing 
land  offices  in  the  districts  east  of  the  island  of 
New  Orleans,  and  which  have  not  been  reported 
to  Congress,  or  whose  claims  have  not  been  here- 
tofore presented  to  the  said  commissioner,  or  to 
the  register  and  receiver  acting  as  commissioners, 
be  allowed  until  the  first  day  of  January  next  to 
present  their  titles  and  claims,  and  the  evidence 
in  support  of  the  same,  to  the  register  and  receiver 
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of  the  said  district,  whose  powers  and  duties  in 
relation  to  the  same  shall  in  all  respects  be  gov- 
erned by  the  provisions  of  the  acts  before  recited, 
and  of  the  act  of  the  eighth  of  May,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-two,  entitled  "An  act 
supplementary  to  the  several  acts  for  adjusting  the 
claims  to  land  and  establishing  land  ofrices  in  the 
districts  east  of  the  island  of  New  Orleans." 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enact ed^  That  the  said 
register  and  receiver  shall  have  power  to  ap- 
point a  clerk,  who  shall  be  a  person  capable  of 
translating  the  French  and  Spanish  languages, 
and  who  shall  perform  the  duty  of  translator,  and 
such  other  duty  as  may  be  required  by  said  regis- 
ter and  receiver;  and  the  said  register  and  re- 
ceiver shall  each  be  allowed,  as  a  compensation 
for  their  services,  in  relation  to  the  said  claims, 
and  for  the  services  to  be  performed  under  the 
provisions  of  the  several  acts  to  which  this  is  a  sup- 
plement, at  the  rate  of  one  thousand  dollars  a  year  ; 
and  the  clerk  at  the  rate  of  twelve  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars  a  year;  and  the  clerk  employed  by 
the  said  register  and  receiver,  last  year,  shall  be 
allowed,  for  the  services  then  rendered  by  him, 
nine  months'  salary,  at  the  same  rate;  which 
several  sums  of  money  shall  be  paid  out  of  any 
moneys  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated: Provided,  That  no  more  than  two  years' 
compensation  be  thus  allowed  to  either  the  register 
and  receiver,  or  their  clerk ;  and  the  payment  of 
the  whole,  or  any  portion  of  the  aforesaid  com- 
pensation, may  be  withheld  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  until  a  report  shall  have  been  made 
to  him,  of  the  performance  of  the  services  for 
which  the  same  is  allowed. 

Sec.  3.  Arul  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  clerk 
employed  by  the  register  and  receiver  of  public 
moneys  at  St.  Helena  Courthouse,  be  allowed  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  dollars  for  the  services  per- 
formed by  him,  as  clerk  to  the  said  register  and  re- 
ceiver of  public  moneys  during  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  twenty-two,  and  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  rwenty-three. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  dona- 
tion claims  which  may  be  presented  to  the  said 
register  and  receiver,  under  this  act,  and  all  claims 
founded  on  complete  or  incomplete  lilies,  which 
may  be  so  presented,  not  heretofore  surveyed, 
shall  be  surveyed  at  the  expense  of  the  claimants. 

Sec  5.  Ami  be  U  further  enacted,  That  the  prin- 
cipal deputy  surveyor  of  the  United  States  for  St. 
Helena  district,  shall  reside  at  such  place,  in  the 
said  district,  as  shall  be  designated  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Stales. 

Approved,  May  26,  1824. 


An  Act  explanatory  of  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  pro- 
vide fur  the  extinguishment  of  the  debt  due  tu  the 
United  State*  by  the  purchasers  of  the  public  lands, 
approved  on  the  eighteenth  day  of  May,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  twenty-four." 

Be  it  enacts,  <fe..  That  the  benefits  and  privi- 
leges of  the  act  of  Congress,  entitled  "An  act  to 
provide  for  the  extinguishment  of  the  debt  due  to 
the  United   States,  by  the  purchasers  of  public 


lands,"  approved  on  the  eighteenth  day  of  May, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-four,  of 
which  this  act  is  explanatory,  be  extended  to  those 
persons  who  have  obtained  certificates  of  further 
credit,  for  any  half  quarter  section,  or  for  any  frac- 
tional section  of  land,  under  the  provisions  of  any 
of  the  several  laws  for  the  relief  of  purchasers  of 
public  lands,  referred  to  in  the  said  act,  of  which 
this  is  explanatory. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  furOter  enacted,  That  all  relin- 
quishments of  land,  which  shall  be  executed  under 
the  provisions  of  the  said  act  of  the  eighteenth 
day  of  May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-four,  or  under  the  provisions  of  this  act, 
shall  be  filed  with  the  register  of  the  land  office 
at  which  the  land  was  purchased  ;  any  thing 
in  the  said  act  of  the  eighteenth  of  May,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-four,  of  which 
this  is  explanatory,  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Approved,  May  26,  1824. 


An  Act  changing  the   mode  of  aurreying  the  public 
lunds  on  any  river,  lake,  bayou,  or  water  course. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  whenever,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  a  de- 
parture from  the  ordinary  mode  of  surveying  land 
on  any  river,  lake,  bayou,  or  water  course,  would 
promote  the  public  interest,  he  may  direct  the  Sur- 
vejor  General,  in  whose  district  such  land  is  situ- 
ated, and  where  the  change  is  intended  to  be  made, 
under  such  roles  and  regulations  as  the  President 
may  prescribe,  to  cause  ihe  lands  thus  situated,  to 
be  surveyed  in  tracts  of  two  acres  in  width,  front- 
ing on  any  river,  bayou,  lake,  or  water  course, 
and  running  back  the  depih  of  forty  acres ;  which 
tracts  of  laud,  so  surveyed,  shall  be  offered  for  sale 
entire,  instead  of  in  half  quarter  sections,  and  in 
lliC  usual  manner,  and  on  the  same  terms,  in  all 
respects,  as  the  other  public  lands  of  the  United 
S  titles. 

Approved,  May  24,  1824. 


An  Act  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend 
in  act  for  the  establtithmrn^  of  a  Territorial  Gov- 
ernment  in  Florida,  and  for  other  purpoaea." 

Be  U  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  judicial  power  of 
the  Territory  of  Florida  shall  be  vested  in  three 
superior  courts,  and  in  .such  inferior  courts  and 
justices  of  the  peace  as  the  Legislative  Council  of 
the  Territory  may,  from  time  to  time,  establish. 
There  shall  be  a  superior  court  for  that  part  of 
the  Territory  situated  to  the  west  of  the  Apala- 
chicola,  to  consist  of  one  judge  ;  he  shall  hold  his 
court  on  the  first  Mondays  in  May  and  Novem- 
b<T,  in  each  and  every  year,  at  Pensacola,  and  at 
such  other  tunes  and  places  as  the  Legislative 
Council  may  direct.  There  shall  be  a  superior 
court  for  that  part  of  the  Territory,  situated  be- 
tween the  Apalachicola  and  Suwannee  rivers, 
to  consist  of  one  judge;  he  shall  bold  his  court 
on  the  first  Mondays  of  April  and  October,  in 
each  and  every  year,  at  the  seat  of  government 
in  said  Territory,  and  at  such  other  times  and 
places  as   the   Legislative  Council  may  direct. 
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There  shall   be  a  superior  court  for  that  part  of 
the  Territory   situaied   to   the  east  and   south  of 
the  Suwannee  river,  to  consist  of  one  judge ;    he 
shall   hold    court   on   the   first  Monday  in   May 
and   November,  in  each  and  every  year,  at   St. 
Augustine,  and  at  such  other  times  and   places 
as  the  Legislative  Council  shall  direct.     Within 
its  limits,  herein  described,  each  court  shall  have 
jurisdiction  in   all  criminal   cases,  and   exclusive 
jurisdiction   in  all  capital  oflcuces,  and  original 
jurisdiction  in  all  civil  cases  of  the  value  of  one 
iiundred    dollars,  arising   under  the  laws  of  the 
Territory  now  in  force,  or  which  may,  at  any 
time   hereafter,    be    enacted    by    the    Legislative 
Council,  and    shall  have  and  exercise  appellate 
jurisdiction  over  the  inferior  courts  of  said  Ter- 
ritory.    Each  judge  shall  appoint  a  clerk,  who 
shall  reside,  respectively,  at  the   place  where  his 
said   court  is,  or   may,  by  law,  be,  directed  to  be 
held,  and  they  shall  keep  the  records  there.    Each 
clerk  shall   receive  for  bis   services,  in   all   cases 
arising  under  the  laws  of  the  Territory,  such  fees 
as  shall  be  tblablished  by  the  Legislative  Council. 
And  writs  of  error  and  appeal   from  the  final  de- 
ci>ion  of  the  said  superior  courts,  authorized   by 
this  section  of  this  acr,  shall  be  made  lo  the  ap- 
pellate court  of  said    Territory,   hereinafter   pro-  ' 
vided  for,  in  such  manner,  and  under  such  regu-  I 
lations,  as   the   Legi>lative  Council   may  direct ; 
and,  until  the  Legi>lative  Council  shall  have  made 
such   regulaiions,  writs  of  error  and  appeal  from 
tiie  decision  of  the  said  superior  courts  shall  be 
made  to  the  ap[>ellate  court  of  the  Territory,  in  the 
same  manner   thai  writs  of  error  and  appeals  are 
taken,  and  prosecuted  in  the  next  adjoining  Stale. 
Sec.   2.    And  be  it  furthtr  tuacted.    That  each 
of  the  said  superior  courts  shall,  moreover,  have 
and  exercise  the  same  jurisdiction  wiiiiin  its  lim- 
its, in  all  cases  arising   under  the  laws  and  Con-  I 
slitution  of  the   United   States,  which,  by  an  act 
to   establish    the  judicial   courts   of   the    United  ■ 
States,  approved  ihe   twenty-fourth   day  of  Sep-  \ 
tember,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-  ' 
Bine,  and  *An  act  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled 
'An  act  to  establish  the  judicial  courts  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,"  approved   the  second  of  March,  one  I 
thousand  seven    hundred    and   nineiy-ihree,   was  ' 
rested   in  the  court  of  Kentucky  district.     The  \ 
first  six   days  of  each   term  of  the  .^aid   courts,  ; 
or  so  much   thereof  as  may  be  necessary,  shall 
be   appropriated    to    the    trial    of  causes   arising 
under  the  laws  and  Consiiiution  of  the   United 
Stales.     And  writs  of  error  and  appeal  from  the 
decisions  in   the  said  superior  courts,  authorized 
by  ihis  seciion  of  this  act,  stiall  be  made  to  the 
ap{)ellate  court  of  said  Territory,  m  such  manner, 
and   under  such  regulations,  as  the  Legislative 
Council   shall  direct.     The  clerks,   respectively, 
shall  keep  the  records  at  the  places  where  the 
courU  are  held,  and  no  one  clerk  shall,  by  himself 
or  deputy,  officiate  at  more  than  one  place  for 
holding   said  courts  ;  they  shall   receive,  in   all 
cases   under  the  laws   and   Constitution  of  the 
United  Stales,  the  same  fees  which  the  clerks  of 
the  district  court  of  the  next  adjoining  State  re- 
ceive for  similar  services. 
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Sec.  3.    And  be  it  furtlur  enacted,    That   there 
shall  be  appointed,  for  each  of  the  said  coOrts,  a 
person,  learned  in  the  law,  to  act  as  attorneys  of 
I  the  Uniied   States,  as  well  as  for  the  Territory, 
I  each  of  whom  shall  receive  the  same  fees,  both  ia 
:  civil  and  criminal   cases,  as  are  received   by  the 
;  district  attorney  of  the  United  States,  of  the  next 
adjoining  State,  for  similar  services  ;  and  shall, 
moreover,  receive,  as  a  full  compensation  ior  extra 
services,  annually,  the  same  salary  as  is  provided, 
,  by  law,  for  the  district  attorney  of  the  district  of 
Kentucky,   to    be  paid,  quarterly,  by  the  Trea- 
sury of  the  United  States.     There  shall,  also,  be 
appointed,  for  each  of  the  said  courts,  a  marshal, 
who  >hall   perform  the  same  duties,  be  subject  to 
the  same  regulations  and  penalties,  and  be  enti- 
!  tied  10  the  same  fees,  to  which  marshals,  in  other 
districts,  are  entitled    for  similar  services;    and 
shall,  in  addition,  be  paid  the  sum  of  two  hundred 
dollar>,  annually,  as  a  compensation  for  extra  ser- 
vices; and  shall,  also,  be  subject  to  such  regula- 
tions  and   penalties  as   the  Legislative  Council 
shall   impose,  while   acting  under,  and  in   virtue 
of,  the  Territorial  laws.      Each  judge  shall  re- 
1  ceive  a  salary  of  fifteen   hundred  dollars  per  an- 
num, 10  be  paid,  quarterly,  by  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  Stales. 
I      Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further   enacted,    That    there 
shall  be  organized  in  said  Territory  a  court  of  ap- 
peals, to  be  composed  of  the  judges  of  the  supe- 
rior  courts  of  the  said  Territory,  any  two  of  whom 
shall  be  a  quorum,  and  shall  hold  annually,  at  the 
seat  of  Government  of  said  Territory,  one' session, 
commencing  on  the  first  Monday  in  January,  in 
each  and  every  year.     The  senior  judge  shall  be 
the  presiding  judge  of  said  court,  and  the  other 
judges  shall  have  precedence  according  to  the  date 
■  ot  their  commissions,  or,  where  their  commissions 
I  are  of  the  same  dale,  according  to  their  respective 
ages.     That  the  said  court  may,  by  any  one  of  its 
judges  being  present,  be  adjourned  from  day  to 
day,  until  a  quorum  be  convened  ;  and,  if  no  one 
of  its  judges  be  present,  by  the  marshal  of  said 
court,  unlil  a  quorum   be  convened;  and  the  dis- 
trict aitorney,  marshal,  and  clerk,  of  the  superior 
court  of  the  middle  district  shall  be  officers  of  the 
said  court  of  appeals  ;  and  writs  of  error  and  ap- 
peal from  the  decision  of  the  said  court  shall  be 
made  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  Slates, 
in  the  same  manner,  and  under  the  same  regula- 
tions, as  from  the  circuit  courts  of  the  United 
Stales,  where  the   amount  in  controversy,  to  be 
ascertained  by  the  oath  or  affirmation  of  either 
party,  shall  exceed  one  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  5.  And  h  it  further  enacted.  That  so  much 
of  the  act,  of  which  this  is  an  amendment,  as  re- 
quires the  Legislative  Council  of  said  Territory 
to  commence  its  sessions  on  the  first  Monday  ia 
•May,  in  each  and  every  year,  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby,  repealed  ;  and  the  said  Legislative  Coun- 
cil shall  hereafter  hold  a  session  in  every  year, 
commencing  on  the  second  Monday  in  November, 
in  each  and   every  year,  but  shall  not  continue 
longer  in  session  than  four  weeks  after  l.he  first 
session,  which  shall  not  continue  longer  in  session 
than  eight  weeks ;  to  be  held  at  the  seal  of  Gov- 
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ernment  in  said  Territory,  or  at  such  other  place 
or  places  as  the  Governor  and  Council  may  from 
time  to  time  direct. 

Sec.  6.  And  he  it  furthn  enacted^  That  so  much 
of  the  act,  of  which  this  is  an  amendment,  as  re- 
quires that  the  Governor  of  Florida  shall  not 
leave  the  Territory  without  the  permission  of  the 
President  of  the  United  Stales,  be,  and  the  same 
is  hereby,  repealed. 

Approved,  May  26,  1824. 


An  Act  to  authorize  masters  of  vessels  in  certain 
cases  to  clear  out  either  at  the  Custom-House  of 
Petersburg  or  that  of  Richmond. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  any  ship  or  vessel,  owned 
by,  or  consigned  to,  any  person  or  persons  in  the 
collection  district  of  Richmond,  and  which  shall 
be  loaded,  in  whole  or  in  part,  in  the  district  of 
Petersburg,  by  such  owner  or  owners,  consignee 
or  consignees,  may  be  cleared  out  by  the  Collector 
of  the  district  of  Richmond,  on  application  of  the 
owner,  consignee,  or  captain,  of  such  ship  or  ves- 
sel :  Provided,  That  the  entire  cargo  shall  be  bona 
fide  taken  or  shipped  from  the  district  of  Rich- 
mond. 

Approved,  May  26,  1824. 


An  Act  to  alter  the  times  of  holding  the  Circuit  and 
District  Courts  of  the  United  Sutcs  for  the  district 
of  South  Carolina. 

Be  it  eiiacted,  <!^c.,  That  instead  of  the  times  now 
established  by  law,  the  Circuit  Court  for  tiie  dis- 
trict of  South  Carolina  shall  annually  be  holden 
as  follows,  to  wit:  at  Cha^le^ton  on  the  second 
Tuesday  of  April,  and  at  Columbia  on  the  third 
Tuesday  of  November. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  U/uHher  enacted,  That  all  suil.s, 
actions,  writs,  processes,  and  other  proceedings, 
which  now  are  pending  in  said  Circuit  Court,  or 
which  now  are,  or  may  hereafter  be,  commenced 
for,  or  returnable  to,  the  said  Circuit  Court,  at  the 
times  and  places  heretofore  e»labli.»'hed,  shall  be 
returnable  to,  heard,  tried,  and  determined,  in  the 
said  Circuit  Court,  at  the  times  and  places  hereby 
respectively  established  for  the  holding  thereof. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  from 
and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  times  of 
holding  the  District  Courts  of  the  United  Statf> 
at  Laurens  Courthouse,  South  Carolina,  shall 
be  so  altered  that  the  said  Court  shall  hereafter 
convene  on  the  Tuesday  next  ensuing,  after  the 
adjournment  of  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  United 
Slates  at  Columbia. 

Approved,  May  25,  1824. 


An   Act  authorizini?    the    employment   of   additional 
clerks,  and  certain  messengers   and  assistants,  and 
other  persons,  in  the  several  Departments. 
Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  it  shall  b^  lawful  for  the 
respective  Departments,  hereinafter  mentioned,  to 
employ  the  following  clerks,  in  addition   to  those 
authorized  by  existing  laws,  that  is  to  say  : 
'In  the  Treasury  Department,  one  clerk,  whose 
iftlary  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  one  thousand 
cAe  hundred  aod  fifty  dollars  per  annum ; 


In  the  office  of  the  Treasurer,  one  clerk,  whose 
salary  shall  not  exceed  the  .sum  of  eight  hundred 
dollars,  and  one  assistant  to  ihe  chief  clerk,  whose 
salary  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  four  hundred 
dollars  per  annum  ; 

In  the  office  of  the  Fifth  Auditor,  one  clerk, 
whose  salary  shall  not  exceed  one  thousand  four 
hundred  dollars,  and  two  clerks,  whose  salaries, 
retspectively,  shall  not  exceed  one  thousand  one 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars; 

In  the  Navy  Department,  one  clerk,  whose  sal- 
ary shall  not  exceed  one  thousand  dollars  ; 
#In  the  office  of  the  Navy  Commissioners,  three 
clerks,  and  one  draughtsman,  whose  salaries,  re- 
spectively, shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  one  thou- 
sand dollars  per  annum  ; 

In  the  office  of  the  Postmaster  Greneral,  four 
clerks,  whose  salaries,  respectively,  shall  not  ex- 
ceed the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars  per  annum  ; 
and  two  clerks,  whose  salaries,  respectively,  shall 
not  exceed  the  sum  of  eight  hundred  dollars  per 
annum  ; 

In  the  office  of  the  Commissary  General  of 
Subsistence,  two  clerks,  whose  salaries,  together, 
shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  two  thousand  one 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  annum  ; 

In  the  Engineer  Department,  two  clerks,  whose 
salaries,  together,  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  two 
thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  an- 
num ; 

In  the  office  of  the  Surgeon  General,  one  clerk, 
whose  salary  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  one  thou- 
sand one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  annum  ; 

In  the  office  of  the  Commissary  General  of 
Purchases,  three  clerks,  whose  salaries  together, 
ihall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  three  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars  per  annum. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  fnrlKer  enacted.  That  it  shall 
l>€  lawful  for  the  officers  of  the  Departments  to 
employ,  in  their  respective  offices,  messengers,  as- 
sistants, and  other  persons,  as  follows,  that  is  to 
say: 

In  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  one  mes- 
senger and  assistant,  at  a  compensation  not  ex- 
ceeding one  thousand  and  fifty  dollars  per  annum  ; 

In  the  Patent  Office,  one  machinist,  at  a  com- 
pensation not  exceeding  seven  hundred  dollars, 
and  one  messenger,  at  a  compensation  not  exceed- 
ing four  hundred  dollars  per  annum  ; 

In  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
one  messenger  and  a.ssistant,  whose  compensation, 
together,  shall  not  exceed  one  thoussand  and  fifty 
dollars  per  annum  ; 

In  the  office  of  the  First  Comptroller,  one  mes- 
senger, and  assistant,  at  a  compensation,  together, 
not  exceeding  one  thousand  and  fifty  dollars  per 
annum  ; 

In  the  office  of  the  Second  Comptroller,  one 
messenger,  at  a  compensation  not  exceeding  seven 
hundred  dollars  per  annum  ; 

In  the  office  of  the  First  Auditor,  one  messen- 
ger, at  a  compensation  not  exceeding  seven  hun- 
dred dollars  per  annum  ; 

In  the  office  of  the  Second  Auditor,  one  mes- 
senger, at  a  compensation  not  exceeding  seven 
hundred  dollars  per  annum  ; 


3237 


APPENDIX. 


3238 


Public  Acts  of  Omgre99. 


Id  the  office  of  the  Third  Auditor,  one  messen- 
ger, and  asikiatant,  at  a  compensation,  together,  not 
exceeding  one  thousand  and  fifty  dollars  perannum; 

In  the  office  of  the  Fourth  Auditor,  one  mes- 
senger, at  a  compensation,  not  exceeding  seven 
hundred  dollars  per  annum  ; 

In  the  office  of  the  Fifth  Auditor,  one  messen- 
ger, at  a  compensation  not  exceeding  seven  hun- 
dred dollars  per  annum ; 

In  the  office  of  the  Treasurer,  one  messenger, 
at  a  compensation  not  exceeding  seven  hundred 
dollars  per  annum  ; 

In  the  office  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Gene- 
ral Land  Office,  one  messenger,  and  laborer,  at  a 
compensation,  together,  not  exceeding  eleven  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars  per  annnin  ; 

In  the  office  of  the  Register  of  the  Treasury, 
one  messenger,  and  asM^tant,  at  a  compensation, 
together,  not  exceeding  one  thousand  and  fifty 
dollars  per  annum  ; 

In  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  one  mes- 
senger, and  assistant,  at  a  compensation,  together, 
not  exceeding  one  tuousaud  and  fifty  dollars  per 
annum  ; 

In  the  office  of  the  Paymaster  General,  one 
messenger,  at  a  compensation  not  exceeding  seven 
hundred  dollars  per  annum  ; 

Iq  the  office  of  Commissary  General  of  Pur- 
chases, one  mts>euger,  at  a  cumj>ensation  not  ex- 
ceeding seven  hundred  dollars  })er  annum  ; 

In  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  one 
ine>senger,  and  assistant,  at  a  compensation,  to- 
gether, not  exceeding  one  thousand  and  fifty  dol- 
lars per  annum  ; 

In  the  office  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy, 
one  messenger,  at  a  compensation  not  exceeding 
seven  hundred  dollars  per  annum  ; 

In  the  office  of  the  Po>tHiaster  General,  one 
messenger,  and  assistant,  at  a  com|>ensation,  to- 
gether, not  exceeding  one  thousand  and  fifty  dol- 
lars per  annum  ; 

In  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  one 
messenger,  at  a  compensation  not  exceeding  seven 
hundred  dollars  ; 

In  the  office  of  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, three  clerks,  at  a  compensation  not 
exceeding  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  each  ; 
and  one  messenger,  whose  salary  shall  not  ex- 
ceed seven  hundred  dollars  per  annum. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  sum 
of  five  thousand  nine  hundrtd  and  thirteen  dol- 
lars and  seventy-five  cents  is  hereby  appropriated 
for  one  additional  clerk  in  the  Department  of  the 
Navy,  and  for  four  additional  clerks  in  the  Gen- 
eral Post  Office,  including  the  sum  of  nine  hun- 
dred and  thirteen  dollars  and  twenty-five  cents, 
due  for  extra  clerk  hire  in  the  General  Post  Office, 
during  one  tliousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty- 
two,  and  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty- 
three. 

Approved,  May  2G,  1924. 


An  Act  in  further  addition  to  "An  act  to  eatabliah  an 
uniform  rule  of  Naturalization,  and  to  repeal  the 
acts  heretofore  passed." 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  Thai  any  alien,  being  a  free 


white  person  and  a  minor,  under  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years,  who  shall  have  resided  in  the  United 
States  three  years  next  preceding  his  arriving  at 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  and  who  shall  have 
continued  to  reside  therein  to  the  time  he  may 
make  application  to  be  admitted  a  citizen  thereof, 
may,  after  he  arrives  at  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years,  and  after  he  shall  have  re.sided  five  years 
within  the  United  States,  including  the  three  years 
of  his  minority,  be  admitted  a  citizen  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  without  having  made  the  declaration 
required  in  the  first  condition  of  the  first  sectioQ 
of  the  act  to  which  this  is  [in]  addition,  three 
years  previous  to  his  admission  :  Provided,  such 
alien  shall  make  the  declaration  required  therein 
at  the  time  of  his  or  her  admission  ;  and  shall 
further  declare,  on  oath,  and  prove,  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  court,  that,  for  three  years  next  pre- 
ceding, it  has  been  the  bctna  Jlde  intention  of  such 
alien  to  become  a  citizen  of  the  United  States ; 
and  shall,  in  all  other  respects,  comply  with  the 
laws  in  regard  to  naturalization. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  no  cer- 
tificates of  citizenship,  or  naturalization,  hereto- 
fore obtained  from  any  court  of  record  within  the 
United  States,  shall  be  deemed  invalid,  in  conse- 
quence of  an  omission  to  comply  with  the  requi- 
sition of  the  first  section  of  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  relative  to  evidence  in  cases  of  naturalization," 
passed  the  twenty-second  day  of  March,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  sixteen. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  furtlier  enacted.  That  the  decla- 
ration required  by  the  first  condition  specified  in 
the  first  section  of  the  act,  to  which  this  is  an  act 
in  addition,  shall,  if  the  .same  has  been  bona  pie 
made  before  the  clerks  of  either  of  the  courts  in 
the  said  condition  named,  be  as  valid  as  if  it  had 
been  made  before  the  said  courts,  respectively. 

Sec  4.  An^^  be  it  further  enacted.  That  a  decla- 
ration by  any  alien,  being  a  free  white  person,  of 
his  intended  application  to  be  admitted  a  citizen 
ot  the  United  Stales,  made  in  the  manner  and 
form  prescribed  in  the  first  condition  specified  in 
the  first  section  of  the  act  to  which  this  is  in  ad- 
dition, two  years  before  his  admission,  shall  be  a 
sufficient  compliance  with  said  condition  ;  any- 
thing in  the  said  act,  or  in  any  subsequent  act,  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Approved,  May  26,  1824. 


An  Act  explanatory  of  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  the  oiBcers.  volunteers,  and  other  per- 
sons, engaged  in  the  late  eampaign  against  the 
Seminole  Indians,  passed  the  fourth  of  May,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-two." 

Be  it  enacted,  <f-c.,  That  the  proper  accounting 
officer  of  the  Treasury  Department  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  directed  to  give  such  construction  to  the 
act  of  the  fourth  of  May,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  twenty-two,  as  that  its  provisions  shall 
extend  to  the  claims  of  the  volunteer,  field,  and 
staff  officers,  engaged  in  the  campaign  of  eighteen 
hundred  and  eighteen,  against  the  Seminole  In- 
dians, who  lost  horses  or  the  necessary  equipage 
thereof,  in  the  manner  mentioned  m  said  act,  and 
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also  to  the  claims  of  all  the  volunteer  oflScers  or 
soldiers  engaged  in  the  campaign  aforesaid,  who, 
without  any  fault  or  negligence  on  their  part,  re- 
spectively, lost  horses,  or  the  necessary  equipag-? 
thereof,  in  battle. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  proper 
accounting  oflBcer  of  the  Treasury  Department 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  directed  to 
audit  and  settle  the  claims  of  all  owners  of 
wagons  and  teams,  and  others,  for  any  horse  or 
horses  impressed  into  the  public  service  during  the 
said  Seminole  campaign :  Provided,  That  such 
impressment,  and  the  value  of  said  horse  or  horses, 
be  satisfactorily  proved,  and  that  it  shall,  also,  be 
satisfactorily  proved  that  such  horse  or  iiorsi.*s 
were  not  returned  to  their  owners,  and  that  any 
compensation  which  may  have  been  allowed  and 
paid  for  the  service  of  said  horse  or  horses,  after 
the  time  of  their  impressment,  be  deducted. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
amount  of  such  claims,  so  audited  and  settUJ, 
when  ascertained,  shall  be  paid  out  of  any  money 
in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  May  26,  1S24. 


An  Act  Bupplementary  to  an  art,  approved  on  the 
third  Jay  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  iind 
nineteen,  entitled  "-\n  act  proviJing  for  the  cor- 
rection of  errors  in  making  entries  of  land  at  the 
land  offices." 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That,  when  any  mistake,  in 
relation  to  the  correct  numbers  of  any  tract  of 
land,  not  exceeding  in  quantity  one  half  section, 
may  have  been  heretofore  made  by  any  purchaser 
of  the  public  lands  of  the  United  Slates  at  private 
sale,  and  where  one  or  more  payments  shall  iiave 
been   made   by  the  person  making   the  entry,  on 
any   tract  entered   by   mistake,  and   where  such 
payment  has  not  been  forfeited,  previously  tc  the 
passing  of  this  act,  for  a  failure  to  complete  the 
payments  on  such  tract;  and  where  the  purchaser 
or  purchasers  may  not,  in  relation  to  said  tract, 
have  in  any  way  taken  advantage  of  the  provis- 
ions of  the  act  of  the  second  of  March,  eighteen 
hundred  and  t\jrenty-one,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  the  purchasers  of  the  public  lands  prior 
to   the  first   day  of  July,  eighteen    hundred  and 
twenty,"  or  of  the  act  supplementary  thereto,  or 
the  act  continuing  in  force  .said   supplementary 
act,  and  where  the  person  or  persons  making  the 
purchase,  has  not,  in  any  way,  transferred  hi;,  her, 
or  their  right  to  the  certificate  of  purchase,  or  the 
tract  so  purchased,  and   where   no   patent  shall 
have   issued    for    the    tract   so   erroneously    pur- 
chased ;  and,  also,  in  all  cases  of  an  entry  here- 
after made,  of  a  tract  of  land  not  intended  to  be 
entered,  by  a  mistake  of  the  true  numbers  of  the 
tract  intended  to  be  entered,  where  the  tract,  thus 
erroneously  entered,  does  not,  in  quantity,  exceed 
one  half  section  ;  and  where  the  certificate  of  the 
original  purchaser  or  purchasers  has  not  hieen  as- 
signed, or  the  right  of  the  original  purchaser  or 
purchasers  in  any  way  transferred,  and  where  six 
months,  from  the  time  the  entry  shall  have  been 
made,  may  not  have  elapsed,  or  the  patent  issued 


for  the  tract  erroneously  entered,  the  purchaser 
or  purchasers,  or,  in  case  of  his,  her,  or  their 
death,  the  legal  representatives,  (not  being  as- 
signees or  transferrees.)  may,  either  in  cases  of 
entry  before  or  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  and 
in  any  case  coming  within  its  provisions,  file  his, 
her,  or  their  own  affidavit  or  amdavits,  with  such 
additional  evidence  as  can  be  procured,  showing 
the  mistake  of  the  numbers  of  the  tract  intended 
to  be  entered,  and  that  every  reasonable  precau- 
tion and  exertion  had  been  used  to  avoid  the 
error,  with  the  register  and  receiver  of  the  land 
district  within  which  such  tract  of  land  is  situ- 
ated, who  shall  transmit  the  evidence  submitted 
to  them  in  each  case,  together  with  their  written 
opinion  or  opinions,  both  as  to  the  existence  of 
the  mistake,  and  the  credibility  of  each  person 
testifying  thereto,  to  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office,  who,  if  he  be  entirely  satis- 
fied the  mistake  has  been  made,  and  that  every 
reasonable  precaution  and  exertion  had  been 
made  to  avoid  it,  shall  be  authorized  to  change 
the  entry,  and  transfer  the  payment  from  the 
tract  erroneously  entered,  to  that  intended  to  be 
entered,  if  unsold  ;  but,  if  sold,  to  any  other  tract 
liable  to  entry  :  Provided,  That  the  oath  of  the 
person  or  persons  interested  shall,  in  no  case,  be 
deemed  sufficient,  in  the  absence  of  other  corrob- 
orating testimony,  to  authorize  any  such  change 
of  entry:  And  provided,  cUiO.  That  nothing  herein 
contained  shall  atfect  the  right  of  third  persons. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  furf her  enacted,  That  either  the 
register  or  receiver  may  administer  all  oaths  to  be 
made  under  the  provisions  of  this  act  ;  and  every 
person  knowingly,  wilfully,  and  corruptly,  swear- 
ing falsely  on  any  oath  aJininistered  to  him,  or 
her,  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall,  on  in- 
dictment and  conviction  for  such  offence,  before 
any  court  having  competent  jurisdiction  to  try  the 
same,  suffer  tlie  pains  and  penalties  of  wilful  and 
corrupt  perjury. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  for  every 
oath  administered  under  the  provisions  of  this  act, 
the  register  and  receiver  shall  be  allowed  the  sum 
of  twenty-five  cents,  and  twenty  cents  for  every 
hundred  words  of  the  evidence  received  and  trans- 
mitted to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office,  to  be  paid  by  the  party  making  application 
for  a  change  of  entry. 

Approved,  .May  24,  1824. 


An  Act  to  compentale  William  Cocke  for  certain  mili- 
tary servicet  remlered  the  United  8tates  during  the 
late  war,  and  for  the  relief  of  John  T.  Johnaoii. 
Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  there   be  paid   to  Wil- 
liam Cocke,  formerly  of  the   Tennessee  gunmen, 
out  of  the  moneys  of  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise 
appropriated,   two  months'  full   pay  and  emolu- 
ments, as  a  colonel  in  the  infantry  of  the  army  of 
the  United  States. 

Sec.  2.  And  U  it  further  enacted,  That  the  proper 
accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury  Department 
be,  and  they  are  hereby,  directed,  in  the  settlement 
ot  the  accounts  of  John  T.  Johnson,  for  services 
rendered  in   the  late  war  against  Great  Britain, 
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during  the  time  he  acted  as  volunteer  aid  to  Ma- 
jor General  William  H.  Harrison,  to  allow  him 
the  pay  of  a  Captain,  with  the  additional  pay  and 
emoluments  allowed  by  law  to  the  aids  of  Majors 
General. 

Approved,  May  18,  1824. 


An  Act  reaerving  to  the  Wyandot  tribe  of  Indiana  a 
certain  tract  of  land,  in  Iteu  of  a  reservation  made 
to  them  by  treaty. 

Be  it  emcteil,  d^c,  That  there  be,  and  hereby  is, 
reserved,  for  the  use  of  the  chiefs  and  tribe  of 
Wyandot  Indians,  subject  to  the  conditions  and 
limitations  of  the  former  reservation,  the  northeast 
quarter  of  section  numbered  two,  in  township  two, 
and  range  seventeen,  south  of  the  base  line,  of 
land,  in  the  Delaware  land  district,  in  the  State 
of  Ohio,  in  lieu  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
of  land,  on  the  west  side  of,  and  adjoining,  the 
Sandusky  river,  and  which  was  reserved  to  said 
tribe  of  Indians,  by  a  supplementary  treaty  be- 
tween the  United  Statt-s  and  certain  tribes  of  In- 
dians, held  at  St.  Mary's,  in  the  Stale  of  Ohio, 
on  the  seventeenth  day  of  September,  eighteen 
hundred  and  eighteen,  on  condition  that  the  chiefs 
of  said  Wyandot  tribe  first  relinquish  to  the  Uf# 
ted  Stales  all  the  right,  title,  and  claim,  of  said 
tribe,  to  the  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land, 
reserved  by  said  supplementary  treaty. 

Approved,  May  2(5,  1S24. 


Indians,  to  obtain  a  modification  of  the  treaty  of 
October  eighteenth,  [eighth]  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twenty. 
Approved,  May  26,  1824. 


An  Act  to  fir  the  Weatern  boundary  line  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Arkansaa.  and  for  other  purpoaea. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  western  boundary 
line  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas  shall  begin  at  a 
point  forty  miles  west  of  the  southwest  corner  of 
the  State  of  .Missouri,  and  run  south,  to  the  right 
bank  of  the  Red  river,  and  thence,  down  the  river, 
and  with  the  Mexican  boundary^  to  the  line  of 
the  Stale  of  Louisiana,  any  law  heretofore  made, 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  U  firthtr  ejuf-^ed,  Th-i  the  sum 
cf  two  thousand  dollars,  to  defray  th.  Dense  of 
running  and  marking  said  boundarv  '  \>  be  ex- 
nended  under  the  directions  of  the  Presiu.ot  of  the 
United  States,  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  appro- 
priated, to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Trea- 
sury, not  otherwise  ajipropriated. 

Sec.  3.  Aiui  U  it  further  enacted,  That  so  much 
of  the  appropriation  of  sixty-five  thousand  dol- 
lars, made  by  the  act  of  the  third  of  March,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  twenty-one,  for  carrying  into 
effect  the  treaty  of  the  eighteenth  (eighth]  of  Oc- 
tober, eighteen  hundred  and  twenty,  with  the 
Choctaw  Indians,  as  remains  unexj)ended,  shall, 
under  the  direction  of  the  President  of  ihe  United 
States,  be  employed  for  the  purposes  mentioned 
in  the  said  act  of  third  of  March,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  twenty-one,  any  law  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  the  sum 
often  thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  mo- 
ney in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwi.se  appropriated, 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  to  de- 
fray the  expenses  of  treating  with  the  Choctaw 


An  Act  to  allow  the  bounty  to  veaaels  employed  in 
the  Cod  Fiaheriea  in  certain  caaea. 

Be  it  ena^:ted,  ^c.  That  any  vessel  which  shall 
be  licensed  according  to  law,  for  the  cod  fishery, 
and  which  shall  have  completed  her  fishing  term, 
according  to  the  provisions  of  law,  and  thereby 
become  entitled  to  the  allowance  of  bounty,  shall, 
in  returning  to  any  port  within  the  United  States, 
be  wrecked  or  lost,  the  owner  or  owners,  and  crew 
of  such  vessel,  shall,  on  satisfactory  proof  being 
made  to  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  of  the 
wreck  or  loss  of  such  vessel,  be  entitled  to  the 
same  bounty  as  would  have  been  allowed,  had 
such  vessel  returned  to  port. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  any  ves- 
sel which  .'hall  have  completed  her  fishing  term, 
subsequent  to  the  act  entitled  "An  3ct  in  ?iddition 
to,  and  alteration  of,  an  act  entitled  'An  act  lay- 
ing a  duty  on  imported  salt,  granting  a  bounty  oa 
pickled  fish  exported,  and  allowance  to  certain 
vessels  employed  in  the  fisheries,"  passed  the  third 
of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nine- 
teen, and  which  shall,  in  returning  to  any  port  m 
the  United  States,  have  been  wrecked  or  lost,  the 
owner  or  owners,  and  crew,  of  such  fishing  ves- 
sel, shall  have  extended  to  them  the  provisions  of 
the  first  section  of  this  act. 

Approved,  May  26,  1824. 


An  Act  to  allow  further  time  to'  complete  the  issuing 
and  locating  of  Military  Land  Warrants. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  authority  granted  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Department  of  War,  by  an 
act,  approved  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  February, 
one  thou.sand  eight  hundred  and  nineteen,  to  issue 
warrants  for  the  military  land  bounties,  to  persons 
entitled  thereto,  shall  be  revived,  and  continued  in 
force  for  the  term  of  five  years. 

Approved,  May  26,  1824. 


/ 


An  .\ct  to  revive  and  extend  the  term  of  certain  pen- 
aiona,  which  have  expired  by  limitation. 
Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  pensions  heretofore 
granted,  and  paid  out  of  the  Privateer  Pension 
Fund,  to  the  widows  and  orphans  of  such  officers, 
seamen,  and  marines,  as  were  slain,  or  died  in 
consequence  of  wounds,  or  casualties,  received 
while  m  the  line  of  their  duty,  on  board  the  pri- 
vate armed  ships  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
terms  for  the  payment  of  which  had  expired  by 
limitation,  before  the  ninth  day  of  April,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-four,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  revived, 
and  extended  to  such  widows  and  orphans,  with 
all  the  advantages,  and  in  the  same  manner,  as  if 
their  respective  terms  had  not  expired  ;  subject  to 
the  provisions,  restrictions,  aud  limitations,  of  an 
act,  passed  on  the  ninth  day  of  April,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one   thousand   eight   hundred   and 
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twenty-four,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  revived, 
and  extended  to  such  widows  and  orphans,  with 
all  the  advantages,  and  in  the  same  manner,  as  if 
their  respective  terms  had  not  expired  ;  subject  to 
the  provisions,  restrictions,  and  limitations,  of  an 
act,  passed  on  the  ninth  day  of  April,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-four,  entitled  "An  act  extending  the  term 
of  pensions  granted  to  persons  disabled,  and  to 
the  widows  and  orphans  of  those  who  have  been 
slain,  or  who  have  died  in  consequence  of  wounds, 
or  casualties,  received  while  in  the  line  of  their 
duty,  on  board  the  private  armed  ships  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  during  the  late  war." 
Approved,  May  26,  1824. 


An  Act  granting  a  tract  of  land  to  the  inhatitants  of 
Point  Coupee,  ou  certain  condition*. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  right  of  the  United 
Slates,  to  a  tract  of  land,  forty  arpens  front,  upon 
the  Mississippi  river,  and  running  back  the  depth 
of  forty  arpens,  at  a  remarkable  bend  on  said 
river,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  granted  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  parish  of  Point  Coupee,  within 
which  said  land  is  situated,  on  condition  that 
said  parish  shall,  at  all  limes,  hereafter,  keep  a 
good  and  sufficient  levee  in  front  of  said  land, 
upon  the  river  Mississippi ;  and  if  they  should,  at 
any  time  hereafter,  cease  to  keep  up  such  good  and 
su&ci^nt  levee,  the  land  shall  revert  to  the  United 
States. 

Approved,  May  26,  1824. 


discharge  of  any  future  claim  against  the  United 
Slates. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  said 
claims  shall  not  be  located  or  entered  on  any  lands 
except  those  which  may  have  been,  previous  to 
the  making  of  said  entry,  offered  at  public  sale, 
nor  upon  any  lands  forfeited  or  relinquished  to  the 
United  States  ;  nor  shall  any  entry  be  made  for  a 
less  quantity  than  a  quarter  section  :  Provided^ 
Nothing  herein  contained  shall  prevent  the  entry 
of  any  fraction. 

Approved,  May  24,  1824. 


An  Act  to  authorize   the   insuing   a  register  to    the 
Brig  William,  of  New  Vork. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  there  be  is?ued,  under 
the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea>ury,  a 
register  to  the  brig  William,  a  British  vessel, 
lately  called  the  Union,  which  vessel  was  stranded 
on  the  coast  of  the  United  States,  and  purchased 
by  William  Porter,  a  citizen  of  the  United  Slates^ 
and  by  him  repaired  :  PrvvUUd,  It  shall  be  proved, 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ry, that  the  cost  of  the  repairs  made  in  the  United 
States,  after  the  purchase  of  the  said  ves.sel  by  the 
present  owner,  exceeds  three-fourths  of  the  origi- 
nal cost  of  building  a  vessel  of  the  same  tonnage 
in  the  United  States. 

Approved,  May  21,  1824. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of  John 
Donnelson,  Stephen  Heard,  and  olhurs. 

Be  it  enacted,  (f-c.  That  the  heirs  and  represen- 
tatives of  John  Donnelson,  Stephen  Heard,  Wil- 
liam Downs,  Joseph  Martin,  John  Sevier,  and 
Thomas  Carr,  or  their  heirs  and  representatives, 
respectively,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized 
and  empowered,  severally,  to  enter,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Secretary  of  ihe  Treasury, 
five  thousand  acres  of  land,  at  any  time  within 
two  years  from  the  passing  of  this  act,  in  any 
land  office  in  either  of  the  States  of  Mississippi 
or  Alabama  ;  being  the  amount  of  a  grant  made 
to  them,  by  a  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
Stale  of  Georgia,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-six :  Provided,  Thut  the  said 
claim  shall  be  satisfied  out  of  the  five  millions  of 
acres  of  land,  set  apart  by  the  act  of  Congress,  of 
the  third  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  three,  pursuant  to  ihe  articles  of  agreement 
and  cession,  between  the  State  of  Georgia  and  the 
United  States,  entered  into  on  the  twenty-fourth 
day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  two. 
Provided,  also,  That  the  acceptance  of  the  grant 
hereby  made  shall  be  a  discharge  of  all  further 
claims  against  the  United  States  by  the  persons 
herein  named,  or  their  heirs  or  legal  representa- 
tives, under  the  said  resolution  of  the  Legislature 
of  the  State  of  Georgia,  agreed  to  be  paid  by  the 
United  States,  in  satisfaction  of  "certain  claims 
or  pretended  claims"  on  the  part  of  the  Stale  of 
Georgia;  and  provided  that  this  bill  shall  be  a 


An  Act  for  the  benefit  of  the  Columbian  Institute. 

Be  it  enacted,  (fr..  That  there  be  granted,  du- 
ring the  pleasure  of  Congress,  to  ihe  Columbian 
Institute,  for  the  promotion  of  the  arts  and  sci- 
ences, the  use  and  improvement  of  the  tract  of 
public  ground  in  Washington  City,  which  u 
bounded  on  the  east  by  the  Botanical  Garden,  ia 
the  occupancy  of  the  said  Columbian  Institute; 
on  the  north  by  the  Pennsylvania  Avenue;  on 
the  west  by  the  Tiber  and  Canal ;  and  on  the 
south  by  the  Maryland  Avenue:  Provided,  That, 
whenever  the  said  Columbian  Institute  shall  be 
dissolved,  or  cease  to  exist,  or  to  employ  the  said 
tract  of  land  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  all  right, 
title,  and  interest,  hereby  granted  to  the  same,, 
shall  revert  to,  and  vest  in,  the  United  Stales. 

Approved,  .May  26,  1824. 


An  Act  making  an  appropriation  for  the  payment  of 
the  claims  ot'  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  late  Guvernor 
of  the  State  of  New  York,  against  the  United 
States. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  sum  of  sixty  thou- 
sand two  hundred  and  thirty-nine  dollars  and 
twenty-four  cents,  shall  be,  and  is  hereby,  appro- 
priated, to  be  paid  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury to  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  late  Governor  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  in  full  for  the  balance  fodnd 
due  him,  for  his  services,  losses,  and  disburse- 
ments, for,  or  on  account  of,  the  United  States^ 
during  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain. 

Approved,  May  2t3,  1821. 
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An  Act  for  the  relief  of  the  corporation  of  the  Church 
of  St.  Anne,  and  to  authorize  the  extension  of 
Lamed  street,  in  the  town  of  Detroit. 

Be  it  enacted,  ft..  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
the  Governor  and  Judges  of  the  Territory  of 
Michigan,  to  cause  Larned  street,  in  the  town  of 
Detroit,  lo  be  continued,  westerly,  parallel  to  Jef- 
ferson avenue,  until  it  intersects  ihe  street  which 
runs  northerly  from  said  avenue,  at  right  angles 
therewith,  near  the  public  barn,  agreeable  to  the 
plan  of  the  town  ;  and  to  cause  the  public  barn, 
and  ihe  pickets  bounding  the  military  reserve,  lo 
be  removed  to  the  north  side  of  Larned  street. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  so  much 
of  the  military  reserve,  lying  south  of  Larned 
."treet,  thus  extended,  as  is  included  in  the  deed 
from  the  said  Governor  and  Judges  to  the  Corpo- 
ration of  the  Catholic  Apostolic  and  Roman 
Church  of  St.  Anne,  of  Detroit,  on  the  11th  day 
of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sev- 
enteen, be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  declared  to  be, 
confirmed  to  the  said  corporation. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  residue 
of  the  said  military  reserve,  between  Larned  street 
and  Jefferson  avenue,  included  within  the  pickets 
of  the  said  re>erve,  and  bounded  west  by  said 
street,  which  runs  from  said  avenue  to  the  public 
barn,  and  east  by  the  east  bounds  of  ihe  military 
reserve,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  declared  lo  be, 
vested  in  the  said  Governor  and  Judges,  to  be 
disposed  of  as,  by  the  act  of  Congress,  pa.ssed  the 
twenty-first  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  SIX,  eniuled  "  An  act  to  provide  for  the 
adjustment  of  titles  of  land  in  the  town  of  De- 
troit, and  Territory  of  Michigan,  and  for  other 
purpo.ses,"  is  directed. 

Approved,  May  26,  1824. 


An  Act  to  regulate  the  Fees  of  the  Registers  of  Wills 
in  the  several  counties  within  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

Be  it  enacted,  (f-c,  That,  from  and  after  the  pass- 
ing of  this  act,  there  shall  be  allowed,  and  paid, 
iin  lieu  of  the  fees  now  allowed,)  to  each  of  the 
legisters  of  Wills,  for  the  counties  of  Washing- 
ton and  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
the  following  fees,  that  is  to  say  : 

For  every  probate  of  will,  (where  there  is  no 
controversy,)  one  dollar  ; 

For  granting'  letters  testamentary,  seventy-five 
cents ; 

Annexing  will,  for  one  hundred  words,  twelve 
and  one-half  cents; 

Registering  the  same,  for  one  hundred  words, 
twelve  [and]  a  half  cents; 

For  granting  letters  of  administration,  seventy- 
five  cents  ; 

Every  bond  taken  of  executors,  administrators, 
or  guardians,  and  recording  the  same,  one  dollar 
and  fifty  cent> ; 

For  filing  and  entering  renunciation  of  execu- 
tors, or  widow,  twenty-five  cents  ; 

For  exemplification  of  letters  testamentary,  or 
letters  of  adminibiration,  under  seal,  one  dollar  ; 

For  issuing  warrant,  under  seal,  lo  appraisers, 
and  warrant  to  swear  ihem,  fifty  cents; 


I  For  notice  of  administrators  to  creditors,  and 
orders  thereon,  fifty  cents  ; 

For  entering  caveat,  twenty-five  cents; 

For  issuing  citation,  under  seal,  fifty  cents; 

For  administering  every  oath,  or  affirmation, 
six  and  one-fourth  cents; 

For  filing  list  of  articles  appraised,  twenty-five 
cents  ; 

For  filing  list  of  articles  sold  at  vendue,  twenty- 
five  cents ; 

For  recording  the  same,  (if  ordered  by  the 
Court,)  for  every  hundred  words,  twelve  and  one- 
half  cents ; 

For  stating,  passing,  and  filing  the  account  of 
an  executor,  administrator,  or  guardian,  not  ex- 
ceeding seventy-five  items,  three  dollars;  every 
additional  item,  two  cents  ; 

For  examining  the  vouchers,  passing,  and  filing 
the  account  of  an  executor,  administrator,  or  guar- 
dian, (not  stated  by  ihe  Register,)  and  not  exceed- 
ing seventy-five  items,  two  dollars;  every  addi- 
tional item,  two  cents; 

For  copy  of  same,  under  seal,  if  demanded,  not 
exceeding  one  hundred  items,  one  dollar;  every 
additional  item,  two  cents;  seal  and  certificate, 
thirty-seven  cents  and  one-half; 

For  subpoena,  thirty-seven  cents  and  one-half. 
All  witnesses  to  be  put  into  one  subpcena,  unless 
separate  ones  are  required  by  the  party.  For  every 
name  after   the  first,  six  cents   and  one-fourth. 

For  duces  tecum,  under  seal,  fifty  cents; 

For  every  search,  where  no  other  service  is 
performed  for  which  fees  are  allowed,  eighteen 
cents  and  three-fourths ; 

For  making  out,  and  filing,  the  balance  of  dis- 
tribution of  deceased  persons'  estate,  for  each  heir, 
one  dollar ; 

For  taxing  all  costs,  in  any  one  case,  twenty- 
five  cents ; 

For  a  writ  of  execution,  on  a  definitive  sen- 
tence, under  seal,  seventy-five  cents; 

For  recording,  and  filing,  each  indenture  of  ap- 
prentice, including  the  Court's  taking  recogni- 
zance for  same,  or  its  approval  when  done  by  the 
Justices  of  the  Peace,  seventy-five  cents; 

For  drawing  deposition  of  witnebses,  for  every 
hundred  words,  twelve  cents  and  one-half; 

For  filing  all  other  papers,  (except  as  above  re- 
quired,) four  cents  each; 

For  entering  appearance  of  party  under  pro- 
cess, twelve  cents  and  one-half; 

'For  entering  return  of  process,  twelve  and  one- 
half  cents ; 

For  every  continuance  or  reference,  chargeable 
lo  the  applicants,  twelve  and  one-half  cents; 

For  commission  to  examine  witnesses,  or  to 
auditors,  under  seal,  one  dollar; 

For  commission  to  value  orphan's  estate  in  the 
hands  of  guardians,  under  seal,  one  dollar; 

For  entering  every  order  of  court,  twelve  cents 
and  one-half;  if  more  than  one  hundred  words, 
then  at  the  rate  of  twelve  cents  and  one-half  per 
hundred  ; 

For  recording  or  copying  any  paper,  for  one 
hundred  words,  twelve  cents  and  one-half;  seal 
and  certificate,  thirty-seven  cents  and  one-half  j 
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For  filing  petition  or  report,  and  entering  the 
same  on  record.^if  necessary.)  fifty  cents;  if  more 
than  one  htindred  words,  at  the  rate  of  twelve 
cents  and  one-half  per  hundred  ; 

For  entering  judgment,  or  rule  of  court,  twenty- 
five  cents;  copy  of  same,  if  demanded,  for  every 
hundred  words,  twelve  cents  and  one-half;  seal 
and  certificate,  thirty-seven  cents  and  one-half; 

For  entering  every  motion  in  court,  twelve  and 
one-half  cents ; 

For  entering  appointment  of  guardian,  with  cer-  j 
tificate  and  seal  of  said  appointment,  one  dollar  ; 
every  additional  word  included  in  the  same  cer-  ' 
tificate,  twelve  and  one-half  cents;  I 

For  issuing  attachment  and   entering  motion  | 
therefor,  seventy-five  cents;  j 

For  taking  a  recognizance,  twenty-five  cents; 

For  warraiu  to  marshal  to  summon  jury,  under 
seal,  seventy-five  cents;  j 

For  entering  panel  of  jury,  and  swearing  them,  i 
fifty  cents ;  I 

For  taking,  filing,  and  recording,  every  bond,  j 
not  above  provided  for,  one  dollar; 

For  passing  an  account  against  the  estate  of  a 
deceased  person,  twelve  and  a  half  cents;  to  be  I 
paid  by  the  applicant,  and  not  to  be  refunded.         | 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  re-  , 
s]>ective  officers,  whos^e  fees  are  by  this  act  speci- ; 
fied,  are  hereby  required  to  make  fair  tables  of! 
their  fees,  agreeable  to  this  act,  and  to  set  up  the  ! 
same,  in  their  respective  offices,  within  six  months 
after  the  passiii^  of  this  act,  in  some  conspicuous  ■ 
part  of  their  office,  for  the  inspection  of  all  per- ; 
sons  who  may  have  business  in  said  offices,  on  | 
pain  of  forfeiting,  for  each  day  the  same  shall  be  | 
missing,  through  said  officer's  neglect,  the  sum  of; 
ten  dollars,  to  be  recovered  ^s  debts  of  the  same  ; 
amount  are  recoverable,  one-half  to  the  county, 
and  the  other  half  to  the  informer.  ' 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  if  a  Re-  j 
gister  of  Wills,  or  any  person  for  him,  shall  take 
greater  fees  than  hereinbefore  expressed,  such  offi-  , 
cer  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  party  injured  fifty  . 
dollars,  to   be  recovered   as   debts   of  the   same  j 
amount  are  recoverable;  Provi/ird,  always,  That 
the  Judges  of  the  Orphans'  Court  may  allow  to 
the  Register  of  Wills,  reasonable  fees  for  any  ser-  i 
vice  he  may  have  rendered,  not  specified  in  this 
act.  I 

Sec,  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Re-  ! 
gisters  of  Wills  of  the  counties  of  Washington  and  ' 
Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  shall  be 
allowed  by  the  Levy  Courts  of  their  respective 
counties,  for  all  record  books  and  dockets  neces- 
sarily furnished  for  their  respective  offices;  which 
allowance  shall  be  levied  and  collected  as  other 
county  charges  are. 

Approved,  May  26,  1S24. 


possess,  and  exercise,  all  the  powers  which  the 
county  courts  of  Virginia  possessed  and  exercised 
on  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  February,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  one,  in  relation  to  the 
laying  of  the  county  levies  ;  and  that  the  Marshal 
of  the  District  of  Columbia  shall  collect  and  ac- 
count for  the  levies  so  laid  by  said  court,  in  the 
same  manner,  and  at  the  same  time,  as  the  Sheriffs 
of  Virginia  collected  and  accounted  for  the  levies 
made  by  the  aforesaid  county  courts  of  Virginia, 
on  the  aforesaid  twenty-seventh  day  of  February, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  one.  The  Mar- 
shal of  the  District  aforesaid,  shall  pay  over  the 
amount,  so  collected,  to  the  order  of  the  Levy 
Court  aforesaid. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enaried,  That  any  seven 
Justices  of  the  Peace  in  the  county  of  Alexandria 
aforesaid,  who  shall  be  duly  qualified,  shall  be  a 
quorum  for  the  transaction  of  all  business  apper- 
taining by  law  to  the  Levy  Court  aforesaid. 

Sbc.  '3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Or- 
phans' Court  of  the  said  county  of  Alexandria 
shall,  hereafter,  be  held  at  the  courthouse  in  the 
town  of  Alexandria,  so  soon  as  a  suitable  room 
shall  have  been  provided  on  the  public  s^juare  on 
which  said  courthouse  stands,  for  the  safe-keeping 
of  the  records  of  said  Orphans'  Court.  The  said 
Orphans'  Court  shall  hold  its  sessions  on  the  first 
Monday  of  each  month,  and  may  adjourn  from 
day  to  day,  for  the  purpose  of  transacting  the  busi- 
ness of  said  court:  Prjcided,  That  the  whole  num- 
ber of  days  of  the  session  of  said  court  shall  not 
exceed  four  in  any  one  month. 

Sec.  4.  An-i  h:' it  further  enarted,  That  the  Re- 
gister of  Wills  for  the  county  of  Alexandria  afore- 
said, shall,  within  two  months  from  and  after  the 
passage  of  this  act,  give  bond  and  good  security, 
payable  to  the  United  States,  in  the  penalty  of 
five  thousand  dollars;  which  bond  shall  be  condi- 
tioned for  the  due  and  faithful  performance  of  the 
duties  of  his  office,  as  prescribed  by  law;  which 
bond  shall  be  renewed  once  in  every  five  years 
thereafter,  and  shall  be  approved  by  the  Orphans' 
Court;  and  shall  be  recorded  amung  the  records 
of  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 
for  the  county  aforesaid  ;  an  official  copy  of  which 
bond,  duly  certified,  shall  have  the  force  and 
eflect  of  the  original,  in  all  suits  brought  on  said 
bond. 

Approved,  May  20,  182 1. 


An  Act  to  confer  certain  powers  on  the  Levy  Court 
of  the  county  of  Alexandria,  in  the  Didtrict  Ok  Co- 
lumbia, and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  Levy  Court  of  the 
county  of  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
shall,  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  have. 


An  .\ct  to  authorize  the  Preiti.ienl  of  ihe  United  State* 
to  enter  into  certain  nei^otiations  relative  to  lands  lo- 
cated under  Virginia  .Military  Land  WarrantM,  lying 
between  Ludlow's  and  Roberta'  linea,  in  the  State 
of  Ohio. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  Slates  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  author- 
ized to  ascertain  the  number  of  acres,  and  by  ap- 
praisement, or  otherwise,  the  value  thereof,  exclu- 
sive of  improvements,  of  all  such  lands  lying  be- 
tween Ludlow's  and  Roberts'  lines,  in  the  State 
of  Ohio,  as  may,  a:^reeably  to  the  principles  of  a 
decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
Slates,  in  the  case  of  Doddridge's  lessee,  agaios 
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Thompson  and  Wrio;jil,  be  held  by  persons  under 
Virginia  military  warrants,  and  on  what  terms  the 
holders  will  relinquish  the  same  to  the  United 
State? ;  and  that  he  report  the  facts  at  the  cora- 
raencement  of  the  next  session  of  Cont^ress. 
Approved,  May  26,  1824.  "^ 


An^  Act    making    appropriations    for    deepening    the 

Channel  leading  into   the  harbor  of  Preaque  Isle, 

and  for  repairing  Plymouth  Beach. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  following  sums  of 
money  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  appropriated, 
out  ol  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise 
appropriated,  and  placed  at  the  disposition  of  the 
United  States,  for  the  purpose  of  accomplishing 
the  objects  hereinafter  mentioned,  to  wit :  the  sura 
of  twenty  thousand  dollars,  for  makinj  or  deepen- 
ing the  channel  leading  info  the  harbor  of  Presque 
Isle,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  ;  and  the  sum 
of  twenty  thousand  dollars,  to  repair  Plymouth 
Beach,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  and  thereby 
prevent  the  harbor  at  that  place  from  being  de- 
stroyed. 

Approved,  May  26,  1924. 


An  Act  to  allow  a  salary  to  the  Collectors  of  the  Dis-  ' 
trict  of  Nantucket  and  Pensacola,  and  to  abolish  the 
office  of  Surveyor  of  the  District  of  Pensacola.  I 

Be  1/  enacted,  f ,.,  That,  from  and  after  the  pas-  , 
sage  of  this  act.  the  following  annual  .salaries  be,  . 
and  the  same  are  hereby,  allowed,  to  wit:  To  the  I 
collector  of  the  port  of  entry  for  the  District  of  I 
Nantucket,  id  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  the  sum  ' 
of  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars;  and  to  the  col- 
lector of  the  port  of  entry  for  the  District  of  Pen- 
sacola, in  the  Territory  of  Florida,  the  sum  of  five  ' 
hundred  dollars.  I 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,   from  I 
and  after  the  thirtieth  day  of  June  next,  the  office 
of  surveyor  of  the  port  ol  entry  for  the  District  of, 
Pensacola,  in  the  Territory  above  mentioned,  be,  ' 
and  the  same  is  hereby  abolished. 
Approved,  May  26,  1824. 


An  Act  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
exchange  a  slock,  bearing  an  interest  of  four  and 
one-half  per  cent.,  for  certain  atocks  bearing  an  in- 
terest of  SIX  per  cent. 

Be  U  enacitd,  «fr.,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  Slates  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  empowered  to 
borrow,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  April  next, 
on  the  credit  of  the  United  States,  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding five  millions  of  dollars,  at  a  rate  of  inter- 
est, payable  quarter  yearly,  not  exceeding  four  and 
one-half  per  centum  per  annum,  and  reimburse- 
able  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Government,  at  any 
time  after  the  thirty-first  day  of  December,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-one,  to  be  ap- 
plied, in  addition  to  the  moneys  which  may  be  in 
the  Treasury  at  the  time  of  borrowing  the  same, 
to  pay  off  and  discharge  such  part  of  the  six  per 
cent,  stock  of  the  United  States,  of  tho  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve,  as  may  be  re- 
deemable after  the  first  day  of  January  next. 

Sec.  2.    Ai^d  be  \t  further  enacted,    that  it  shall 


be  lawful  for  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  to 
lend  the  said  sum,  or  any  part  thereof:  and  it  is 
hereby  further  declared,  that  it  shall  be  deemed  a 
good  execution  of  the  said  power  to  borrow,  for 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  the  approba- 
tion of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  to  cau.se 
to  be  constituted  certificates  of  stock  signed  by  the 
Register  of  the  Treasury,  or  by  a  Commissioner 
of  Loans,  for  the  whole,  or  for  any  part  thereof, 
bearing  an  interest  not  exceeding  four  and  one 
half  per  centum  per  annum,  transferable  and  re- 
imburseable  as  aforesaid,  and  to  cause  the  said 
certificates  of  stock  to  be  sold  :  Provided,  That  no 
stock  be  sold  under  par.  ^  ^,  , 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  a  sub- 
scription, to  the  amount  of  fifteen  millions  of  dol- 
lars, of  the  six  per  cent,  stock  of  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen,  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby,  proposed  ;  for  which  purpose  books 
shall  be  opened  at  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States,  and  at  the  several  Loan  Offices,  on  the 
first  day  of  July  next,  to  continue  open  until  the 
first  day  of  October  thereafter,  for  such  parts  of 
the  abovemeniioned  description  of  stock  as  shall, 
on  the  day  of  subscriptioi?,  stand  on  the  books  of 
the  Treasury,  and  on  those  of  the  several  Loan 
Offices,  respectively  ;  which  subscription  shall  be 
effected,  by  a  transfer  to  the  United  States,  in  the 
manner  provided  by  law  for  such  transfers,  of  the 
credit  or  credits  standing  on  the  said  books,  and 
by  a  surrender  of  the  certificates  of  the  stock  so 
subscribed. 

Sec.  4.    And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That,  for  the 
whole  or  any  part  of  any  sum  which  shall  be  thus 
subscribed,  credits  shall  be  entered  to  the  respect- 
ive subscribers,  who  shall  be  entitled  to  a  certifi- 
cate or  certificates,  purporting  that   the   United 
States  owe  to  the  holder,  or  holders  thereof,  his, 
her,  or  their  assigns,  a  sum,  to  be  expressed  therein, 
equal  to  the  amount  of  the  principal  stock  thus  sub- 
scribed, bearing  an  interest  of  lour  and  one  half 
per  centum   per  annum,  payable  quarterly,  from 
the  thirtieth  day  of  September,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twenty-fwur,  transferable  in  the  same 
manner  as  is  provided  by  law  for  the  transfer  of 
the  stock  subscribed,  and  subject  to  redemption 
at  the  pleasure  of  the  United   Slates,  as  follows: 
One-half  at  any  time  after  the  thirty-first  day  of 
December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
two,  and  the   remainder   at   any  time  after   the 
thirty-first  day  of  December,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and   thirty-three :  Provided,  That  no  re- 
imbursement shall  be  made,  except  for  the  whole 
amount  of  such  new  certificate,  nor  until  after  at 
least  six  months'  public   notice  of  sijch  intended 
reimbursement.     And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  cause  to  be  re-trans- 
ferred to  the  respective  subscribers,   the  several 
sums  by  them  subscribed,  beyond  the  amount  of 
the  certificates  of  five  per  cent,  stock,  issued  to 
ihem,  respectively. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  the  same 
funds  which  have  heretofore  been,  and  now  are, 
pledged,  by  law,  for  the  payment  of  the  interest, 
and  for  the  redemption  or  reimbursement  of  the 
stock  which  may  be  created  or  subscribed  by  vir- 
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tae  of  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  remain 
pledged,  in  like  manner,  for  the  payment  of  the 
interest  accruing  on  the  stock  created  by  reason 
of  such  subscription,  and  for  the  redemption  or 
reimbursement  of  the  principal  of  the  same.  It 
shall  be  the  duly  of  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Sinking  Fund  to  cause  to  be  applied  and  paid, 
out  of  the  said  fund,  yearly,  and  every  year,  such 
sum  and  sums  as  may  be  annually  wanted  to  dis- 
charge the  interest  accruing  on  the  stock  which 
may  be  created  by  virtue  of  this  act.     The  said 


survey,  and  mark,  in  the  most  eligible  course,  a 
road  from  a  point  in  the  northwestern  boundary 
of  the  State  of  Ohio,  near  the  foot  of  the  Rapids 
of  the  Miami  of  Lake  Erie,  to  Detroit,  in  the 
Territory  of  Michigan;  and  said  Commissioners 
shall  make  out  accurate  plats  of  such  surveys,  ac- 
companied with  field  notes,  and  certify  and  trans- 
mit the  same  to  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
who,  if  he  approve  of  said  survey,  shall  cause  the 
plats  thereof  to  be  deposited  in  the  office  of  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States,  and  the  said  road 


Commissioners  are  hereby  authorized   to  apply,  \  shall  be  considered  as  established  and  accepted 
from  time  to  time,  such  sura  and  sums,  out  of  the  ]      Sec.  2.  And  be  U  /urtfur  enacted,  That  the  said 
said   funds,  as  they  may   think   proper,  towards  !  road  shall  be  opened  and   made  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  who  is 

hereby  authorized  to  employ  the  troops  of  the 
United  States  in  the  completion,  or  assisting  ia 
the  completion,  of  said  road. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  ffirtlier  enacted,  That  the  said 
Commissioners  shall,  each,  be  entitled  to  receive 


redeeming,  by  purchase  or  by  reimbursement,  in 
conformity  with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  the 
principal  of  the  said  stock  ;  and  such  part  of  the 
annual  sum  of  ten  millions  of  dollars,  vested  by 
law  in  the  said  Commissioners,  as  may  be  neces- 
sary, and  wanting,  for  the  above   purposes,  shall     

be,  and  continue,  appropriated  to  the  payment  of  |  three  dollars,  and  their  as>istanis  one  dollar  and 


interest  and  redemption  of  the  public  debt,  until 
the  whole  of  the  stock  which  may  be  created  un- 
der the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  have  been  re- 
deemed or  reimbursed. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  nothing 
in  this  act  contained  shall  be  construed  in  any 
wise  to  alter,  abridge,  or  impair,  the  rights  of  those 
creditors  of  the  United  States  who  shall  not  sub- 
scribe to  the  loan  to  be  opened  by  virtue  of 
this  act. 

Approved,  May  26,  1S24. 


An  Act  making  an   appropriation   for  the   aae  of  the 

Library  of  Congress,  and   for  furnishing   roomB   in 

the  Capitol. 

Be  it  enacted,^c.,  That  the  sum  of  five  thousand 
dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated, 
out  of  any  unappropriated  money  in  the  Treasury, 
for  the  purchase  of  books,  under  the  direction  of 
the  joint  Library  Committee,  for  the  use  of  the 
Library  of  Congress. 

Sec.  2.  Ami  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  sum 
of  fifteen  hundred  and  forty-six  dollars  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  out  of  any  unappro- 
priated money  in  the  Treasury,  for  the  purchase 
of  furniture  for  the  new  Library. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  sum 
of  three  thousand  two  hundred  and  eighty-nine 
dollars  and  fifty  cents  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the 
Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated,  for  furnish- 
ing the  rooms  in  the  centre  buildingof  the  Capitol, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Public  Buildings. 

Approved,  May  26,  1824. 


fifty  cents,  for  each  and  every  day  they  shall  be 
necessarily  employed  in  the  exploring,  surveying, 
and  marking,  of  said  road.  And  for  the  purpose 
of  compensating  the  said  Commissioners  and  their 
assistants,  and  for  opening  and  making  said  road, 
there  shall  be,  and  is  hereby,  appropriated,  the 
sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars;  to  be  paid  out  of 
any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  ap- 
propriated. 
Approved,  May  26,  1824. 


An  Act  to  authorize  the  surveying  and  making  of  a 
road  from  a  point  in  the  northwestern  boundary  of 
the  State  of  Ohio,  near  the  foot  of  the  Rapids  of  the 
iMiami  of  Lake  Erie,  to  Detroit,  in  the  Territory  of 
Michigan.  ^ 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to 
appoint  three  Cpmraissioners,  who  shall  explore, 


An  .\ct  to  authorize  the  State  of  Indiana  to  open  a 
canal  through  the  Public  Lands,  ^o  connect  the 
navigation  of  the  rivers  Wabaah  and  the  .Miami  of 
Lake  Erie. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  State  of  Indiana  be, 
and  is  hereby,  authorized  to  survey  and  mark, 
through  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States,  the 
route  of  a  canal  by  which  to  connect  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  rivers  Wabash  and  Miami  of  Lake 
Erie;  and  ninety  feet  of  land,  on  each  side  of 
said  canal,  shall  be  reserved  from  sale  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  use  thereof,  forever, 
be  vested  in  the  State  aforesaid,  for  a  canal,  and 
for  no  other  purpose  whatsoever. 

Sec.  2.  Ami  be  it  furtfur  eiuicted,  That,  if  the 
said   State  shall   not   survey,  and  direct   by  law 
said  canal  to  be  opened,  and  furnish  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  General  Land  Office  a  map  thereof, 
within  three  years  from  and  after  the  date  of  this 
act;  or,  if  the  said  canal  be  not  completed,  suita- 
ble for  navigation,  within  twelve  years  thereafter ; 
or,  if  said  land,  hereby  granted,  shall  ever  cease  to 
be  used  and  occupied  for  the  purpose  of  construct- 
ing and   keeping  in   repair  a  canal,  suitable  for 
navigation;  the  reservation  and  grant,  aforesaid, 
shall  be  void,  and  of  none  effect:  Provided,  That 
nothing  in  this  act  contained,  or  shall  be  done  m 
pursuance  thereof,  shall  be  deemed  to  imply  any 
obligation  on  the  part  of  the  United  Slates,  to 
appropriate  money  to  defray  the  expense  of  sur- 
veying or  opening  said  canal:  Aittl  proci'-ied,  Uke- 
v^ise.   That  the  said  canal,  when  completed,  shall 
be,  and  forever  remain,  a  public  highway,  for  the 
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use  of  the  Grovernroent  of  the  United  States,  free 
from  any  toll  or  charge  whatever,  for  any  pro- 
perty of  the  United  States,  or  persons  in  their 
service,  on  public  business,  passing  through  the 
same. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every 
section  of  land  through  which  said  canal  route 
may  pass,  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  re- 
served from  future  .tale,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  until 
hereafter  specially  directed  by  law  ;  and  the  said 
State  is  hereby  authorized,  without  waste,  to  use 
any  materials  on  the  public  lands  adjacent  to  said 
canal  that  may  be  necessary  for  its  construction. 

Approved,  May  20,  1824. 


An  Act  to  alter  the  Judicial  Districts  of  PennsyNanitt 
and  fur  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacteti,  ^c,  That  the  following  counties 
in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  shall  cease  to  be  a 
part  of  the  Eastern  Judicial  District  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  shall  be  added  to,  and  form  a  part  of, 
the  Western  District ;  that  is  to  say  :  Sustjue- 
hanna,  Bradford,  Tioga,  Union,  Northumberland, 
Columbia,  Luzerne,  and  Lycoming:  and  that,  be- 
sides the  terms  of  the  District  Court  directed  by 
law  to  be  held  at  Pittsburg,  for  the  Western  Dis- 
trict, the  Judge  of  said  Western  District  shall  hold 
two  terms  in  every  year,  at  William's  Port,  in  the 
county  of  Lycoming,  which  shall  commence  on 
the  first  Mondays  of  the  months  of  June  and  Oc- 
tober, in  each  and  every  year,  beginning  in  Octo- 
ber next,  and  be  continued  and  adjourned,  from 
time  to  lime,  as  the  Court  may  deem  expedient, 
for  the  despatch  of  the  business  thereof. 

Approved,  May  20.  1S24. 


An  Act  supplementary  to  "An  act  providing  for  the 
examination  of  titles  to  land  in  that  part  of  the  State 
of  Louiitiana  situated  between  the  Rio  Hondo  and 
Sabine  river." 

Be  it  enacted,  «fc..  That  the  powers  given  to,  and 
duties  required  of,  the  register  and  receiver  of  the 
land  office  south  of  Red  river,  in  the  State  of  Lou- 
isiana, by  the  act  of  the  third  of  March,  eighteen 
hundred  and  twenty  three,  entitled  "An  act  pro- 
viding for  the  examination  of  titles  to  land  in  that 
part  of  the  State  of  Louisiana  situated  between 
Rio  Hondo  and  the  Sabine  river,"  be  extended  to 
all  that  tract  of  country  known  and  called  by  the 
name  of  the  "  Neutral  Territory,"  lying  east  of  the 
present  western  boundary  of  Louisiana,  and  west 
of  the  limits  to  which  the  land  commissioners 
have  heretofore  examined  tides  and  claims  to  land 
in  said  State;  and  in  the  examination  of  claims 
to  land  wiihin  the  aforesaid  limits,  the  register 
and  receiver  shall,  in  all  respect*?,  be  governed  by 
the  provisions  of  the  aforesaid  act. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  regis- 
ter and  receiver  of  said  land  office  shall,  severally, 
receive,  as  a  full  compensation  for  the  duties  re- 
quired of  them  by  this  act,  the  sum  of  two  hun- 
dred dollar?,  whenever  they  shall  finish  the  busi- 
ness required  to  be  performed  by  them,  by  this  act, 
and  the  act  to  which  this  is  a  supplement,  and 


have  forwarded  their  reports  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury. 

Approved,  May  20,  1824. 


An  Act  to  authorize  the  building  of  lighthouses,  light- 
vessels,  and  beacons,  therein  mentioned,  and  for 
other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  empowered  to  pro- 
vide, by  contract,  for  building  lighthouses  and 
light-vessels,  erecting  beacons,  and  placing  buoys 
on  the  following  sites  or  shoals  to  wit: 

A  lighthouse  at  Owl's  Head,  in  the  State  of 
Maine; 

A  lighthouse  at  the  mouth  of  Great  Sodus,  on 
Lake  Ontario;  and  one  on  Verplanck's  Point,  ia 
the  State  of  New  York  ; 

A  lighthouse  at  the  mouth  of  Grand  River,  ia 
the  State  of  Ohio; 

A  beacon-light  on  Cape  Henlopen,  in  the  State 
of  Delaware; 

A  lighthouse  on  Pool's  Island,  and  one  on 
Thomas's  Point,  in  the  Chesapeake  Bay,  in  the 
State  of  Maryland ; 

A  light-vessel  at  or  near  the  Long  Shoal,  ia 
Pamptico  Sound,  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina  ; 

A  lighthouse  on  one  of  the  Sambo  Keys,  and 
a  light- vessel  on  the  Careysforl  reef,  in  the  Terri- 
tory of  Florida  ; 

A  beacon  on  Castle  Island,  and  five  buoys  near 
Bristol  Ferry,  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  ; 

A  pier  and  three  buoys  at  the  mouth  of  Saco 
River,  and  a  pier  at  the  mouth  of  Wells'  Harbor, 
in  the  State  of  Maine. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there  be 
appropriated  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury, 
not  otherwise  appropriated,  the  following  sums  of 
money,  to  wit : 

For  building  a  lighthouse  in  the  State  of  Maine, 
on  Owl's  Head,  four  thousand  dollars ; 

A  lighthouse  on  Great  Sodus,  on  Lake  Ontario, 
in  ihe  State  of  New  York,  four  thousand  five  hun- 
dred dollars  ;  and  for  one  on  Verplanck's  Point,  in 
the  Hudson  River,  in  the  same  State,  four  thou- 
sand five  hundred  dollars  ; 

A  lighthouse  at  the  mouth  of  Grand  River,  ia 
the  State  of  Ohio,  eight  thousand  dollars; 

For  erecting  a  beacon-light  on  Cape  Henlopen, 
in  the  Slate  ot  Delaware,  three  thousand  dollars  ; 

For  a  lighthouse  on  Pool's  Island,  in  the  Ches- 
apeake, in  the  State  of  Maryland,  five  thousand 
dollars  ;  and  for  one  on  Thomas's  Point  in  the 
same  bav,  and  same  State,  six  thousand  five  hun- 
dred dollars; 

For  a  light-vessel,  to  be  piacciTat  or  near  the 
Long  Shoals,  on  Pamptico  Sound,  in  the  State 
of  North  Carolina,  ten  thousand  dollars; 

For  a  lighthouse  on  the  Sambo  Keys,  in  the 
Territory  of  F'lorida,  sixteen  thousand  dollars ; 
for  a  light-vessel  for  Careysforl  Reef,  twenty  thou- 
sand dollars;  for  the  lighthouses  directed  to  be 
built,  one  on  the  dry  Tortugas,  and  one  on  Cape 
Florida,  in  thesame  Territory,  including  the  appro- 
priations already  made  by  law,  a  sum,  for  each, 
not  exceeding  sixteen  thousand  dollars  ; 
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For  a  beacon  and   buoys  between  the  dry  Tor-  |  ted  Stales  to  that  tract  between  the  lot?  and  the 


tugas  and  the  Coast  of  Florida,  four  thousand 
dollars ; 

For  placing  buoys  on  certain  shoals  at  the  mouth 
of  Kennebeck  River,  in  the  State  of  Maine,  one 
iiundred  and  sixty  dollars  ; 

For  placing  buoys  on  shoals  in  Buzzard's  Bay, 


river  Tu>caloo.<a.  called  the  "River  Margin,"  and 
of  that  called  the  ''  Pond,"  and  also  of  that  called 
the  "Common;"  on  condition,  however,  that  the 
Corporation  shall  not  lease  or  sellany  portion  of 
the  last-mentioned  tracts,  but  that  the  same  be 
appropriated  to  the  purposes  for  which  they  were 


and  at  or  near  the  mouth  of  Aponegansel  River,  de>ignaied  and  set  apart,  as  well  for  the  benefit  of 
in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  one  hundred  and  |  the  inhabitants  of  said  town  as  for  that  of  those 
bixty  dollars;  I  resorting  to  or  visiting  the  same;  and  in  case  the 

For  placing  buoys  on  Long  Island  Sound,  near  i  same  or  any  part  thereof  be  applied  to  any  other 
to  Cornfield  Point,  and   in  Guildford   Bay,  one  !  purpose,  that  it  revert  to  the  United  Slates, 
hundred  and  sixty  dollars  ;  ' 


For  placing  a  buoy  at  the  mouth  of  Scupper- 
nong  River,  in  Albemarle  Sound,  in  the  Slate  of 
North  Carolina,  forty  dollars; 

For  placing  a  beacon  on  Castle  Island,  and  fire 
buoys  near  Bristol  Ferry,  five  hundred  dollars; 
.  For  a  pier  and  three  buoys  at  the  mouth  of  Saco 
River,  and  a  pier  at  the  mouth  of  Wells  Harbor, 
ten  thousand  dollars — five  thousand  dollars  to 
each  of  those  places 


Approved  May  26,  1824. 


An  Act  supplementary  to  the  act  "  to  incorporate  the 
inhabitants  of  the  City  of  Waahington,"  passed  the 
fifteenth  of  May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty,  and  fur  other  purposes. 

Br  it  eiuicted,  d^c,  That  so  much  of  the  act,  en- 
titled "An  act  to  incorporate  the  inhabitants  of 


the  City  of  Washington,  and   to  repeal  all  acts 
Sec.  3. 'Andb^'u  further  enacted,  That  the  fol- ;  heretofore  passed  for  that  purpose,"  passed   May 


lowing  annual  salaries  be  allowed  and  paid  to  the 
keepers  of  light-vessels : 

To  the  keeper  of  the  Sandy  Hook  light-vessel, 
seven  hundred  dollars ;  and  for  a  mate,  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars ; 

To  the  keeper  of  the  Smith's  Point  light-vessel, 
in  the  Chesapeake  Bay,  five  hundred  dollars; 

To  the  keeper  of  the  Wolf  Trap  light-vessel,  in 
the  same  bay,  five  hundred  dollars  ; 

To  the  keeper  of  the  W"illoughby  Spit  light- 
vessel,  in  the  same  bay,  five  hundred  dollars; 

To  the  keeper  of  the  Craney  Island  light-vessel, 
four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars; 

To  the  keeper  of  a  light  vessel  to  be  placed  at 


fifteenth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty, 
as  is  inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of  this  act, 
be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

Sec.  2.  Artd  he  it  further  enacted,  That  public 
notice  of  the  lime  and  place  of  sale  of  all  real 
property,  for  taxe^  due  the  Corporation  of  the  City 
of  VVashington,  ^hall  be  given  in  all  cases  here- 
after by  adverliserafnt  inserted  in  some  newspa- 
per published  in  the  said  city  once  in  each  week 
for  at  least  twelve  successive  weeks;  in  which 
advertisement  shall  be  stated  the  number  of  the 
square  or  squares;  the  number  of  the  lol  or  lots, 
(if  the  square  has  been  divided  into  lots  ;)  the  name 
or  names  of  the  person  or  persons  to  whom  the 


or  near  the  shoals  of  Cape  Hatieras,  seven  hun-  |  same  may  be  assessed  on  the  bouks  of  the  Corpo- 


dred  dollars;  and  for  a  mate,  three  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars. 

Sec.  4.  And  he  it  fuiiher  enacted.  That  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  Stales  be  and  he  is  authorized 
and  requested  to  cause  a  proper  site  at  or  near  the 
mouth  of  the  river  Teche,  in  Louisiana,  to  be 
selected  for  a  lighthouse,  and  proper  places  desig- 
nated for  placing  buoys  near  the  same.  To  ena- 
ble the  President  to  accomplish  these  objects,  a 
sumof  money,  not  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars, 
be  and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated,  out  oi' 
any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated. 

Approved,  May  26,  1824. 


An  Act  granting  to  the  Corporation  of  Tuscaloosa  cer- 
tain lota,  and  privileges  over  the  reservations  and 
commons  in  snid  town. 


ration  at  the  limeof  suchadveriiseinent;  the  amount 
of  the  tax  due  on  each  sijuare  or  lut ;  ihe  penod 
for  which  the  same  shall  be  due;  and  the  aggre- 
gate amount  of  taxes  due  on  all  real  property 
assessed  in  the  name  of  the  same  person  or  per- 
sons. But  where  a  whole  square  is  a&sessed  tu  the 
same  person  or  persuns,  although  divided  into  luts, 
it  may  be  assessed  and  advertised  as  if  the  same 
was  not  divided.  And  no  sale  of  real  property 
for  taxes  hereafter  made  shall  be  impaired  or  void 
by  reason  of  such  properly  nul  bt-mg  as.sessed  or 
advertised  in  the  name  or  names  of  the  lawful 
owner  or  owners  thereof,  provided  the  same  shall 
be  advertised  as  above  directed,  or  by  reason  of 
the  amount  of  taxes  due  thereon  not  being  correctly 
slated. 

Sec.  3.  And  U  it  furtlar  enacted,  That  in  all 
cases  of  sales  of  real  property,  for  taxes  due  the 
said  Corporation,  where  such  sale  shall  not  have 
been  niade  according  to  law,  and  void,  it  shall  be 


Be  it  enacted,  4rc.,  That  the  right  iud  \i\\e  of  the 
United  States  to  public  streets  and  to  certain  lots  !  lawful  for  the  said  Corporation,  on  the  application 
in  the  town  of  Tuscaloosa,  set  apart  for  public  of  the  purchaser,  or  oilier  person  eniiiled  under 
uses,  and  designated  in  the  plan  of  said  town  by  (  him,  to  refund  and  pay  to  such  person  or  persons, 
the  names  of  the  "Court  Square,''  ihe  "Market  •  the  amount  paid  by  him  or  them,  on  account  of 
Square,"  the  "Jail  Lol,"  the  "Spring,"  the  ,  such  purchase;  and,  also,  the  subsequent  taxes 
"Church,"  and  the  "Burial  Ground,"  be  and  the  j  accrued  and  paid  on  ihe  said  pro|>erly,  and  to  re- 
same  is  hereby  vested  in  the  Corporation  of  said  j  as.sess  the  amount  of  taxes  so  refunded,  on  the 
town  forever.     And  also  all  the  right  of  the  Uni-  (  properly  on  which  the  same  shall  have  accrued, 
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which  shall  be  collected  in  the  manner  as  provided  | 
by  law  for  the  collection  of  other  taxes,  at  any  I 
time  after  the  first  day  of  January  next  after  the  j 
same  shall  be  so  re- assessed.  ■ 

Sei-.  4.   And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  ' 
be  lawful  for  the  said  Corporation,  where  there  ! 
shall  be  a  number  of  lots  assessed  to  the  same  per-  ! 
son   or  f)erson»,  to  sell  one,  or  more,  of  such  lots,  ; 
for  the  taxes  and  expenses  due  on  the  whole ;  and,  ' 
also,  to  provide  for  the  .^ale  of  any  part  of  the  lol, 
for  the  taxes  and  expenses  due  on  the  said  lot,  or 
other  lots  assessed  to  the  same  person,  as  may  ap- 
pear expedient,  according  to  such  rules  and  reg- 
ulations as  the  said  corporation  may  prescribe. 

Sec.  5.  Audlje  itfnrtfur  enacted,  That  in  case  of 
death,   resignation,  or   inability   to  serve,  of  any  ' 
Com(nis.«5ioner  of    Election,  it  shall   l>e  lawful  for 
the  Mayor,  or  in  case  of  his  absence,  or  inability  ! 
To  perform  that  duty,  for  the  Register  of  the  City,  ' 
to  make  an   appointment,  in   writing,  to  fill  any 
such  vacancy,  which  appointmeniNball  be  returned 
to  the  Register,  with  the  return  of  such  election. 

Sec.  ij.   Aiul  he  it  further  cnnctetl.  That  ihe  pro- 
prietor or   proprietors  of  lots  which  may  be  sold  [ 
under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  be  allowed  i 
the  right  of  redemption,  in  the  same  manner,  and 
according  to  the  like  restrictions,  contained  in  the 
act  to  which  this  is  a  supplement.  | 

Sec.  7.  And  be  U  furilier  enacted.  That  the  public  I 
notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  sale  of  any  real 
property  chargeable  with  taxes,  in  Georgetown  or 
Alexandria,  in  all  cases  hereafter,  shall  be  given, 
once  in  each  week,  for  iwelve  successive  weeks, 
in  some  one  newspajwr  printed  in  each  of  said 
places,  and  in  the  National  Intelligencer,  in  which 
shall  be  stated  ihe  number  of  the  lot  or  lots,  or 
parts  thereof,  intended  to  be  sold,  and  the  value 
of  the  assessment,  and  the  amount  of  ihe  taxes  due 
and  owing  thereon. 

Sec.  8.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  if,  before 
the  day  of  sale,  advertised  as  aforesaid,  the  owner, 
his  agent,  or  attorney,  shall  not  pay  the  amount 
of  taxes,  with  all  costs  thereon  assessed,  s^iid 
lots,  or  so  many  as  may  be  sufficient  to  discharge 
the  same,  shall  be  sold,  for  cash,  and  to  the  high- 
est bidder  paying  therefor ;  a  certificate  from  the 
proper  officer  shall  be  issued,  setting  forth  that  he 
IS  the  purchaser,  and  the  amount  paid  by  him; 
and  if,  at  the  expiration  of  twelve  months  from 
the  day  of  sale,  the  owner  shall  not  appear,  and 
pay  to  the  officer  who  sold  the  same,  the  Mayor, 
or  the  purchaser,  theamount  of  the  purchase  money, 
and  costs,  and  taxes  accruing  subsequent  to  the 
sale,  and  ten  per  centum  interest  per  annum  on 
the  purchase  money,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful 
for  a  title  in  fee  simple,  at  the  expiration  of  said 
time,  to  be  made  to  the  purchaser :  Provided,  That  i 
no  sale  of  real  estate  shall  be  made  but  where  the  I 
owner  or  tenant  of  the  property  has  not  sufficient 
personal  estate  out  of  whicfi  lo  enforce  a  collection 
of  the  debt  due  ;  and  where  he  has  personal  prop- 
erty, it  shall  be  lawful  to  collect  said  taxes  by  dis- 
tress and  sale  thereof. 

Sec.  0.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That,  on  or 
before  the  first  day  of  April  next,  and  every  five 
years  thereafter,  each  of  the  Corporations  of  Wash- 


ington, Georgetown,  and  Alexandria,  shall  cause 
three  respectable  freeholders,  resident  in  said-City 
and  towns,  respectively,  being  previously  sworn, 
to  assess  and  value,  and  make  return,  of  all  and 
every  species  of  property  by  law  taxable,  in  said 
Corporations;  and,  in  making  their  said  valua- 
tions, ihey  shall  determine  it  agreeable  to  what 
they  believe  it  to  be  worth,  in  cash,  at  the  time  of 
the  valuation. 

Sec.  10.  Afid  Ite  it  further  enacted.  That,  where 
any  taxes  have  fallen  due,  and  yet  remain  unpaid, 
or  where  any  real  estate  has  been  sold  by  the  Cor- 
poration of  Georgetown  or  Alexandria,  which  ^ 
sale,  from  any  defect  of  proceeding  in  relatioft^-. 
thereto,  has  been  declared,  or  is  considered  void, 
said  Corporation  may  proceed,  and  are  hereby 
authorized,  to  collect  said  taxes  by  sale  of  the 
real  estate,  liable,  agreeably  lo  the  provisions  of 
this  act,  in  relation  to  other  cases  of  collecting 
taxes,  hereafter  to  fall  due  :  Provided,  That  where 
any  person,  without  notice  of  the  outstanding 
taxes,  has  made  a  bona  fide  purchase  from  the 
legal  owner  of  any  real  estate,  previous  to  the  fif- 
teenth day  of  May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twenty-four,  said  real  estate,  so  acquired,  shall 
not  be  liable  for  the  taxes  due  and  owing  previous 
to  said  purchase. 

Sec.  11.  And  he  a  further  enacted,  That  all  titles 
to  property,  conveyed,  as  aforesaid,  on  sales  for 
taxes,  made  in  either  of  said  places,  shall  be  by 
deed  from  the  Mayor,  under  the  seal  of  the  Corpo- 
ration :  which  said  conveyance  shall  be  efi'ectual, 
in  law,  to  convey  the  title,  the  requisition  of  this 
act  having  been  complied  with. 

Sec.  12.  Awt  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  on  any 
lot,  or  lots,  or  part  of  a  lot,  liable  for  taxes,  as 
aforesaid,  being  sold,  the  amount,  over  and  above 
the  tax,  cost,  and  charges,  due  upon  the  same, 
shall  be  paid  over,  on  application,  to  the  owner  of 
said  property. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  where 
the  payment  of  any  taxes  shall  be  made  or  enforced 
against  any  tenant,  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the 
owner  of  said  property,  so  made  liable  for  the 
taxes,  to  recover  of  the  tenant  any  rent  for  the 
property  ;  but  the  same  shall  remain  in  his  pos- 
session a  lien  for  the  debt,  until  such  time  as  the 
rent  accruing  shall  have  discharged  the  same  ;  and 
the  said  tenant  shall  be  entitled  to  charge  twenty- 
five  per  centum  against  the  landlord,  on  the 
amount  of  the  taxes  so  paid  or  enforced  against 
him,  except  where  he  may  have  been  previously 
in  arrears  for  his  rent. 

Sec.  14.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  in  all 
cases  of  any  nuisance,  affecting,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Board  of  Health,  the  healthiness  of  the  City 
of  Washington,  or  inhabitants  contiguous  thereto, 
which  may  exist  on  any  lol  belonging  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  it  shall  be  lawful  to  have  the  same 
removed,  in  the  same  manner,  and  under  the  same 
rules  and  regulations,  that  nuisances  on  private 
property  are  removed  ;  and  the  expense  of  such  re- 
moval or  correction  shall  be  defrayed  out  of  any 
moneys  in  the  hands  of  the  city  commissioner,  for 
the  sale  of  the  public  property  in  said  city. 

Approved.  May  26.  1824. 
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An  Act  granting  a   tract    of   land   to  the  Parish  of 
West  Baton  Rouge,  on  certain  conditions. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  right  of  the  United 
Stales  to  a  tract  of  land,  of  about  eight  arpeos 
front,  on  the  Mississippi  river,  be,  and  the  same  js 
hereby,  granted  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Parish 
of  West  Baton  Rouge,  within  which  said  land  is 
situated,  on  condition  that  the  said  Parish  shall 
at  all  times  keep,  or  cause  to  be  kept,  a  good  and 
sufficient  levee  on  said  land,  in  front  of  the  river 
Mississippi ;  and  if  they  should,  at  anv  time  here- 
after, cease  to  keep,  or  cause  to  be  kept,  a  good 
and  sufficient  levee,  the  land  shall  revert  to  the 
United  Stales. 

Approved,  May  26,  1824. 

An  Act  to  authoriie  the  President  to  exchange  five 
arpens  of  land,  on  the  south  side  of  the  public  lot 
at  Baton  Rouge,  for  an  equal  quantity  of  land  on 
the  north  side  of  said  lot. 

Be  U  tnacUd,  f -:.,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be  authorized  to  exchange  five  ar- 
pens of  land,  on  the  south  side  of  the  public  lot 
in  the  town  of  Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana,  for  an 
equal  quantity  of  land  on  the  north  part  of  the 
said  lot,  which  has  been  confirmed  to  ihe  heirs  of 
FiUlogia  de  Casas  ;  and  to  give  and  receive  such 
titles  lis  he  may  deem  proper  for  perfecting  said 
exchange. 
Approved,  May  26,  1321. 


An  Act  enabling  the  claimanU  to  lands  within  the 
limits  of  the  State  of  Missouri  and  Territory  of  .Ar- 
kansas to  institute  proceedings  to  try  the  validity  of 
their  claims. 

Be  U  enacted,  ^c,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any 
person  or  persons,   or  their  legal  representatives,  j 
claiming  lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments,  in 
that  part  of  the  late  province  of  Louisiana  which  | 
is  now  included  within  the  State  of  Missouri,  by  j 
virtue  of  any  French  or  Spanish  grant,  conces- 
sion, warrant,  or  order  of  survey,  legally  made, 
granted,  or  issued,  before  the  tenth  day  ol  March, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  four,  by  the  pro- 
per authorities,  to  any  person  or  persons  resident 
in  the  province  of  Louisiana,  at  the  dale  thereof, 
or  on  or  before  the  tenth  day  of  March,  one  thouT 
sand  eight  hundred  and  four,  and  which  was  pro- 
tected or  secured  by  the  treaty  between  the  United 
States  of  America  and  the  French  Republic,  of 
the  thirtieth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  three,  and  which  might  have  been  per- 
fected into  a  complete  title,  under  and  in  conformi- 
ty to  the  laws,  usages,  and  customs,  of  the  Gov- 
ernment under  which   the  same  originated,  had 
not  the  sovereignty  of  the  country  been  transfer- 
red to  the  United  States,  in  each  and  every  such 
case  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  such  person  or 
persons,  or  their  legal  representatives,  lo  present  a 
petition  to  the  District  Court  of  the  Stale  of  Mis- 
souri, setting  forth  fully,  plainly, and  substantially, 
the  nature  of  his,  her,  or  their  claim,  to  the  land>, 
tenements,    or    hereditaments,    and    particularly 
stating  the  date  of  the  grant,  concession,  warrant, 
or  order  of  survey,  under  which  they  claim,  the 


name  or  names  of  any  person  or  persons  claiming 
the  same,  or  any  part  thereof,  by  a  ditferent  title 
from  that  of  the  petitioner  ;  or  holding  possession 
of  any  part  thereof,  otherwise  than  by  the  lease 
or  permission  of  the  petitioner  ;  and  also,  if  the 
United    Stales   be   interested  on  account  of  the 
lands  claimed,  and  the  boundaries  thereof,  when 
the  same  may  have  been  designated  by  bounda- 
ries; by  whom  issued;  and  whether  the  said  claim 
has  been  submitted  lo  the  examination  of  either 
of  the  tribunals  which  have  been  constituted  by 
law  for  the  adjustment  of  land  titles  in  the  present 
limits  of  the  Stale  of  Missouri,  and  by   them  re- 
ported on  unfavorably,  or  recommended  for  con- 
firmation ;  praying,  in  said  petition,  that  the  va- 
lidity of  such  title,  or  claim,  may  be  inquired  into 
and  decided  by  the  said  court :  and  the  said  court 
is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  hold  and  ex- 
ercise jurisdiction  of  every  petition,  presented  in 
conformity  with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and 
to  hear  and  determine  the  same,  on  the  petition, 
in  case  no  answer  or  answers  be  filed  alter  due 
notice;  or  on  the  petition,  and  the  answer  or  an- 
swers of  any  person  or  persons  interested  in  pre- 
venting any  claim    from   being  established  ;  and 
the  answer'of  the  District  Attorney  of  the  United 
Stales,  where  he  may  have  tiled  an  answer,  ac- 
cording to  the  evidence  which  shall  be  adduced 
by  the  petitioner,  by  any  person  interested  in  pre- 
venting the  decree  of  the  court  in  favor  ot  the 
title  of  the  petitioner  or  petitioners,  and  by  the 
United  Slates,  in  conformity  with  the  principles 
of  justice,  and  according  to   the  laws  and   ordi- 
nances of  the  Government  under  which  the  claim 
originated;  and  the  copy  of  such  petition,  wiih  a 
citation   to  any   adver!»e   possessor,  or    claimant, 
shall  be  served  on  such  possessor  or  claimant,  in 
the  ordinary  legal  manner  of  serving  such  process 
in  the  State  of  Missouri,  at  least  fifteen  days  be- 
fore ihe  term  of  the  District  Court  of  the  United 
Stales,  to  which   the  same  is  made  returnable; 
and,  in  like  manner,  on   the  District  Attorney  of 
the  United  States,  where  the  Government  is  in- 
terested in  the  defence  ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  United  Stales'  Aiiorney  for  the  district  iu 
which   the  suit  shall   be   instituted,   in  all   cases 
where  the  United  Slates  are  interested  on  account 
of  the  public  domain,  to  lake  notice  of  each  peti- 
tion filed  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  in  the 
^aid  district,  and  to  make  defence,  on  all  just  and 
proper  occasions,  in  behalf  of  the  public  interest. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  furllur  enacted,  That  every  pe- 
tition which  shall   be   presented   under  the  provi- 
sions of  this  act,  shall  be  conducted   according  to 
the  rules  of  a  court  of  equity,  except  that  the  an- 
swer of  the  District  Attorney  of  the  United  States 
I  shall   not   be  required   to   be  verified    by  his  oath, 
j  and   tried,  without  any  continuance,  unless  for 
!  cause  shown  ;  and  the  said  court  shall  have  full 
I  power  and   authority  lo   hear   and   determine  all 
I  questions  arising  in  said  cause,  relative  to  the  title 
1  of  the  claimants,  the  extent,  locality,  and    boun- 
daries, of  the  said   claim,  or   other   matters   con- 
1  necled  therewith,  fit  and   proper   to   be  heard  and 
!  determined;  and,  by  a.final  decree,  to  settle  and 
i  determine  ihe  question  of  ihe  validity  of  the  title, 
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according  to  the  law  of  nations  ;  the  stipulations 
of  any  treaty,  and   proceedings  under  the  same; 
the  several  acts  of  Congress  in   relation  thereto  ; 
and  the  laws  and   ordinances  of  the  Government 
from  which  it  is  alleged   to   have   been   derived  ; 
and  all   other  questions  properlv  arising   between 
the  claimants  and  the  United  States;  which  de- 
cree shall,  in  all  cases,  refer  to  the  treaty,  law,  or 
ordinance,  under  which  it  is  confirmed  or  decreed 
against ;  and  the  court  may,  at  its  discretion,  order 
disputed  facts  to  be  found  by  a  jury,  according  to 
the   regulations   and   practice  of  the  said   court, 
when  directing  issues  in  chancery  before  the  same 
court ;  and,  in  all  cases,  the  party  against  whom 
the  judgment  or  decree  of  the  said   district  court 
may  be   finally  given,  shall  be  entitled   to  an  ap- 
peal, within  one  year  from   the  time  of  its  rendi- 
tion, to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
the  decision  of  which  Court  shall   be  final  and 
conclusive  between  the  parlies;  and,  should   no 
appeal  be  taken,  the  judgment  or  decree  of  the  said 
district  court  shall,  in  like  manner,  be  final  and 
conclusive. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  evi- 
dence which  has  been  received  by  the  different 
tribunals  which  have  been  constituted  and  ap- 
pointed by  law  to  receive  such  evidence,  and  to 
report  the  same  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
or  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Of- 
fice, upon  all  claims  presented  to  them,  respect- 
ively, shall  l>e  received  and  admitted  in  evidence 
for  or  against  the  United  States,  in  all  trials  under 
this  art,  when  the  person  testifying  is  dead,  or  be- 
yond the  reach  of  the  court's  proct»ss  ;  together 
with  such  other  testimony  as  it  may  be  in  the 
power  of  the  petitioner,  the  person  or  persons  in- 
terested in  the  defence  made  against  establishing 
any  claim,  or  the  United  States'  Attorney,  to  pro- 
duce, and  which  shall  be  admissible,  according 
to  the  rules  of  evidence,  and  the  principles  of 
law. 

Sec.  I.  And  be  it  further  mulcted.  That,  in  all 
cases  in  which  evidence  shall  be  offered  by  the 
petitioner,  which  has  not  been  received  by  either 
of  the  tribunals  con'»tituted   bylaw   for  that   pur- 

Eose,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Attorney  of  the 
Fniied  States  for  the  district  in  which  the  suit 
shall  be  instituted,  or  any  person  interested  in  the 
defence  may  examine,  or  cause  to  be  examined, 
the  witnesse.*,  whether  examined  in  court,  or  by 
commission  under  the  authority  thereof;  and  ii 
bhall  be  the  duly  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Gen 


eral  Land  Office  of  the  United  Slates,  or  the 
keeper  of  any  public  records,  who  may  have  pos- 
session of  the  records  and  evidence  of  the  differ- 
ent tribunals  which  have  been  constituted  by  law 
for  the  adjustment  of  land  titles  in  Missouri,  as 
held  by  France,  upon  the  application  of  any  per- 
son or  persons  whose  claim  to  lands  has  been  re- 
jected by  such  tribunals,  or  either  of  them,  or  on 
the  application  of  any  person  interested,  or  by  the 
Attorney  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of 
Missouri,  to  furnish  copies  of  such  evidence,  cer- 
tified under  his  official  signature,  with  the  seal 
of  office  thereto  annexed,  if  there  be  a  seal  of 
office. 


Sec  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  any  claim 
to  lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments,  within  the 
purview  of  this  act,  which  shall  not   be  brought 
by  petition  before  the  said  courts,  within  two  years 
from  the  passing  of  this  act,  or  which,  after  being 
brought  before  the  said   courts,  shall,  on  account 
of  the  neglect  or  delay  of  the  claimant,  not  be 
prosecuted  to  a  final  decision  within   three  years, 
shall  be  for  ever   barred,  both  at  law  and  equity' 
and  no  other  action,  at  common  law,  or  proceed- 
ings in  equity,  shall  ever  thereafter  be  sustained 
in  any  court  whatever,  in  relation  to  said  claims. 
Sec.  6.  Arui  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  upon  the 
final  decision  of  any  claim  prosecuted  under  this 
act,  in  favor  of  the  claimant  or  claimants,  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  for  such  claimant  to  demand, 
and  receive  from  the  clerk  of  the  court  in  which 
such  final  decision  is  had,  a  copy  of  the  decree 
in  his,  her,  or  their  favor,  under  the  official  signa- 
ture of  the  clerk,  and  the  seal  of  the  court,  if  any 
seal  belong  to  it,  and  deliver  the  same  to  the  sur- 
veyor of  public  lands  for  the  Slate  of  Missouri, 
who  shall,  thereupon,  cause  the  land  specified  in 
said  decree  to  be  surveyed  at  the  expense  of  the 
party  ;  and  duplicate  plats,  and  certificates  of  the 
survey,  so  made,  to  be  returned  into  his  office,  one 
of  which    shall    remain   in   said  office,  and   the 
other,  authenticated  by  the  attestation  and  official 
signature  of  the  surveyor  of  public  lands,  shall  be 
delivered  on  demand,  to  the  parly  interested  there- 
in, and  the  same  being  presented  to  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  General  Land  Office,  in  Washington 
City,  shall  entitle  the  party  interested  lo  a  patent 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  in  each 
and  every  case  in  which  any  claim,  tried  under 
the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  be  finally  decided 
against  the  claimant,  and  in  each  and  every  case  " 
in  which  any  claim,  cognizable  under  the  terms 
ot  this  act,  shall  be  barred  by  virtue  of  the  pro- 
visions conuined  therein,  the  land  specified  in 
such  claim  shall,  forthwith,  be  held  and  taken  as 
a  pan  of  the  public  lands  of  the  United  Slates, 
subject  to  the  same  disposition  as  any  other  pub- 
lic land  in  the  same  district. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  furf fur  enacted,  That  the  clerk 
of  said  court  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  directed, 
when  any  peiitio*  of  claim  is  filed,  under  the  pro- 
visions of  lhisacl|feefore  any  proceedings  thereon, 
to  require  good  and  sufficient  security  for  all  cast 
and  charges  which  may  accrue  thereon  in  prose- 
cuting the  same  to  a  final  decree  ;  and  the  District 
Attorney,    Clerk,   Marshal,  attending   witnesses, 
and  jurors,  shall  severally  be  allowed  such  fees  for 
their  services  and  attendance  as  may  be  allowed 
by  law  for  the  like  services  and  attendance  in  the 
District  Court  of  the  Slate  of  Missouri,  to  be  paid 
by  the  party  calling  for  such  service  or  attendance, 
except  where  the  petitioner  or  petitioners  fail  to 
prosecute  his.  her,  or  their  suit,  or  claim,  lo  a  final 
decree,ortoobtaina  final  decree  in  his,  her,  or  their 
favor,  or  where  any  such  title  or  claim  may  have 
been  presented  to  the  commissioner,  or  the  register 
and  receiver,  acting  as  commissioners,  for  the  ex- 
amination of  titles  and  claims  to  land  in  said  dis- 
trict, and  by  them  has  been  reported  unfavorably 
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on;  io  all  which  cases,  ail  cost,  charges,  and  ex- j 
penses,  of  such  prosecutions,  shall  be  paid  by  the  j 
petitioner  or  petitioners  ;  that  the  clerk  of  the 
court,  in  which  the  final  decree  shall  be  had,  shall 
be  allowed  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  for  the  offi- 
cial copy  of  such  final  decree  ;  that  the  surveyor 
of  public  lands  shall  be  allowed  one  dollar  for 
each  of  the  official  certificates  required  of  him  ; 
and  the  keeper  of  the  records  and  evidence,  taken 
under  former  acts  of  Congress,  for  the  adjustment 
of  land  titles,  shall  be  allowed  at  the  rate  of  ten 
cents  for  every  hundred  words  contaioed  in  any 
such  written  evidence  of  their  claim,  to  be  paid  by 
the  party  applying  therefor.  .    ,, 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  furtlur  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  aiiorney  of  the  United  States 
for  the  district  in  which  the  suits  authorized  by  this 
act  shall  be  instituted,  in  every  case  where  the  de- 
cision is  against  the  United  States,  and  the  claim 
exceeds  one  thousand  acres,  to  make  out  and  trans-  , 
mit,  to  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States,  I 
a  statement  containing  the  facts  of  the  case,  and  j 
ihe  points  of  the  law  on  which  the  same  was  de-  | 
cided;   and    if  the  Attorney  General  shall  be  of  I 
opinion  that  the  decision  of  the  district  court  was  I 
erroneous,  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  direct  an  appeal 
to  be  made   to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  appear  for,  and  prosecute,  the  said 
appeal  in   that  court;  and  it  shall  be  the  further 
duty  of  the  District  Attorney  to  observe  the  in- 
structions given  to  him   by  the  Attorney  General 
in  thai  respect. 

Sec.  10.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Marshal  of  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri, by  himself  or  deputy,  to  attend  the  said 
court  while  m  session,  and  to  execute  all  process 
to  him  directed  bv  the  court,  under  this  act. 

Sec.  11.  Aud  be  U  furtfur  enacted,  That  if,   id 
any  case,  it  should  so  happen  that  the  lands,  tene- 
ments, or  hereditaments,  decreed  to  any  claimant, 
under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  have  been 
sold  by  the   United  States,  or  otherwise  disposed 
of,  or  if  the  same  shall  not  have  been  hereiotore 
located,  in  each  and  every  such  case,  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawful  for   the  party  interested,  to  enter, 
after  the  same  shall  have  been  offered  at  public 
sale,  the  like  quantity  of  land,  in  parcels,  conform- 
able to  sectional  divisions  and  subdivisions, in  any 
land  office  in   the  State  of  Missouri ;  and,  if  it 
should  so  happen,  that,  in  making  such  entries, 
there  should  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  entt- rer  a 
fractional   excess  of  acres,  of  less  number  than 
the  smallest  sectional  divisions  authorized  by  law 
to  be  sold,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  party 
interested,  to  enter,  in  virtue  of  such  fractional  ex- 
cess, the  quantity  of  one  half-quarter  section,  upon 
paying  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents   for  each 
acre  contained  in  such  half-quarter  section,  over 
and  above  the  fractional  excess  to  which  he  may 
be  entitled  by  such  confirmation. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  the  provisions  of 
this  act,  the  judge  of  the  District  Court  for  the 
State  of  Missouri  shall  hold  his  sessions  at  the 
following  places,  viz  :  at  the  town  of  St.  Louis, 
in  the  county  of  St.  Louis,  on  the  third  Monday  of 


September  next ;  at  the  town  of  St.  Genevieve,  la 
the  county  of  St.  Genevieve,  on  the  third  Monday 
of  December  next  •,  and  at  the  town  of  Jackson, 
in  the   county  of  Cape  Girardeau,  on   the  third 
Monday  of  April  next  ;  he  shall  appoint  bis  own 
clerks;  and,  after  the  first  and  each  of  the  said 
sessions,  he  shall  thereafter  sit  upon  his  own  ad- 
journments, at  the  places  aforesaid,  until  all  the 
busme>s  before  him  shall  be  completed, or  the  time 
limited  by  this  act  shall  have  expired  ;  of  which 
said  adjournments,  and  the  time  ot    holding;  the 
special  sessions,  aforesaid,  public  notice  shall   be 
given  at  each  of  the  places  afore.said,  and  at  such 
other  places,  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  as  he  shall 
direct:  Provided,    That,  at   either  ot    the   places 
aforesaid,  the  court  may  take  cognizance  and  ju- 
risdiction of  any  claim  within  the  limits  of  the 
State:  Provided  mortuttr.  That,  if  there  should  be 
anv  person  defending  against  the  confirmation  of 
such  claim,  in  such  case  the  trial,  in  case  he  shall 
request  the  same,  shall  be  had  at  that  place  near- 
e«!i  the  residence  of  such  person  delendmg  again.«it 
such   confirmation:  ProruUd,  That  none  ot    the 
provisions  of  this  act  shall  be  applied   to  a  claim 
of  the  representalivtsor  assignees  of  Jacques  Gla- 
morgan, deceased,  lying  between  the  Missouri  and 
Mississippi  rivers,  and  covering  parts  ot  the  coun- 
ties of  St.  Charles  and  Lincoln,  in  the  State  of 

Missouri.  ,    _.        ,     ,.. 

Sec.  13.  And  he  il  fnrtJur  enacted,  That  the  Dis- 
trict Judge  for  the  State  of  Missouri  shall,  while 
in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  imposed  by  this  act, 
be  allowed  at  the  rate  of  eight  hundred  dollars  per 
annum,  in  addition  to  his  salary  as  District  Judge 
for  the  State  of  Missouri,  which  shall  be  in  lull 
for  his  services. 

Sec.  U.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  ail  the 
provisions  of  this  act  shall  extend  to,  and  be  ap- 
plicable to,  the  Territory  of  Arkansas;  and,  for 
the  purpose  of  finally  settling  and  adjusting  the 
titles  and  claims  to  lands  derived  from  the  French 
and  Spanish  Governments,  respectively,  the  Su- 
perior Court  for  the  Territory  of  Arkansas  shall 
have,  hold,  and  exercise  jurisdiction,  in  all  cases, 
in  the  same  manner,  and  under  the  same  restric- 
tions and  regulations,  in   all   resjiects,  as   by  this 
act  IS  given  to  the  District  Court  for  the  State  of 
Missouri ;  and  the  Judges  fur  the  Superior  Court, 
Clerk  of  said  Court,  Marshal,  and  District  Attor- 
ney of  the  United  Slates  for  the  said  Territory, 
shall,  severally,  perform  the  same  duties,  and  have 
the  same  powers,  in  relation  to  the  claims  to  land 
presented  and  prosecuted   in   said   Court,  in  the 
Territory  of  Arkansas,  as  is  herein  provided  with 
regard  to  the  titles  and  claims  to  land  presented 
and  prosecuted  in  the  District  Court  for  the  Slate 
of  Missouri ;    and    the  Judges   of  said    Superior 
Court,  the  Clerk,  Marshal,  and  District  Attorney, 
shall,  each,  severally,  receive  the  same  fees,  emol- 
uments, and  compensation,  for  their  services,  as 
is  in  this  act  provided,  in  regard   lo   the  District 
Judge,  Clerk,  Marshal,  and  District  Attorney,  in 
the  State  of  Missouri;  and   the  said  Court  shall 
commence  its  first  session  on  the  first  Monday  in 
October  next,  at  Little  Rock,  in  the  Territory  of 
Arkansas;  and,  afterwards,  shall  sit  upon  its  own 
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adjournments,  at  the  place  afore«aid,  until  all  the 
business  before  it  shall  be  completed,  or  the  time 
limited  by  this  act  shall  have  expired  ;  of  which, 
public  notice  shall  be  given,  as  is  provided  in  this 
act,  in  relation  to  the  District  Court  of  the  State 
of  Missouri:  Provided,  That  in  all  cases  of  a  de- 
cree against  the  United  States,  fur  a  greater  quan- 
tity of  land  than  five  hundred  acre^,  in  the  Su- 
perior Court  of  Arkansas,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  Attorney  of  the  United  States  to  transmit  to 
the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States,  as 
soon  as  may  be,  a  like  statement  of  the  facts  and 
points  of  law  in  the  case,  as  is  required  of  the 
District  Attorney  of  Missouri ;  and  the  same  right 
of  appeal,  from  the  decisions  of  the  Court  in  Ar- 
kansas, shall  be  allowed  to  each  party,  that  are 
prescribed  in  relation  to  decisions  in  the  District 
Court  of  Missouri. 

Sec.  15.  And  k  it  further  enacted.  That  none  of 
the  provisions  of  the  fourteenth  section  shall  ex 
tend  to  claims  of  a  larger  amount  than  one  league 
square. 

Approved,  May  26,  1S24. 


by  this  act,  which  shall  have  been  offered  for  sale 
to  the  highest  bidder,  at  St.  Louis,  pursuant  to 
any  proclamation  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  which  lands  remain  unsold  at  the 
taking  effect  of  this  act,  shall  be  subject  to  be  en- 
tered and  sold  at  private  sale,  by  the  proper  officer 
j  or  officers  of  the  land  office  hereby  created,  in  the 
same  manner,  and  subject  to  the  same  terms,  and 
upon  the  like  conditions,  as  the  sales  of  said  lands 
would  have  been  subject  to,  in  the  land  office  at 
St.  Louis,  had  they  remained  attached  to  that 
office. 
Approved,  May  26,  1824. 


An  .^cl  to  establish  an   additional  Land  Office  in  the 
State  of  Missouri. 

Be  U  enacted,  ^c,  That  so  much  of  the  public 
lands  of  the  United  States,  included  in  the  present 
district  of  St.  Louis,  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  as 
lies  within  the  following  boundaries,  to  wit:  Be- 
ginning on  the  Mississippi  river,  between  town- 
ships numbered  forty-eight  and  forty-nine  ;  thence 
west,  to  tlie  range  line  between  ranges  ten  and 
eleven  ;  thence,  north,  to  the  township  line  be- 
tween townships  numbered  fifty-two  and  fifty- 
ihree;  thence,  west,  to  the  range  line  between 
ranges  thirteen  and  fourteen  ;  thence,  north,  to  the 
northern  boundary  line  of  the  State  of  Missouri; 
thence,  east,  with  the  State  line  to  the  river  Des- 
moines  ;  thence,  with  the  river  Desmoines,  and 
the  State  line,  to  the  Mississippi  river ;  thence, 
with  and  down  the  .Mississippi  river,  to  the  place 
of  beginning,  so  as  to  include  all  the  islands  with- 
in the  limits  of  the  Stale  of  Missouri,  shall  be 
formed  into  a  new  lanJ  district,  to  be  called  "  the 
District  of  Salt  River;"  and,  for  the  sale  of  the 
public  lands  within  the  district  hereby  constitu- 
ted, there  shall  be  a  land  office  established  at  such 
place,  within  the  said  district,  as  the  President  of 
the  United  Stales  may  designate. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  furtlur  aiacttd.  That  there 
shall  be  a  Register  and  Receiver  appointed  to  said 
office,  to  superintend  the  sales  of  public  lands  in 
the  said  district,  and  who  shall  reside  at  the  place 
where  said  office  is  established,  give  security  in 
the  same  manner  and  sums,  and  whose  compen- 
sation, emoluments,  duties,  and  authorities,  shall, 
in  every  respect,  be  the  same,  in  relation  to  the 
lands  to  be  disposed  of,  at  their  offices,  as  are  or 
may  be,  by  law,  provided,  in  relation  to  the  Re- 
gisters and  Receivers  of  Public  Moneys  in  the 
several  offices  e.stablished  for  the  sale  of  the  public 
lands. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  eiiacted,  That  all  such 
public  lands,  embraced  within  the  district  created 
iSth  Co.N.  1st  SLii 103 


.\n  Act  making  further  appropriations  for  the  Military 
Service  of  the  United  Slates,  for  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  twenty-four,  and  for  other 

purposes. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  following  sums  be, 
and  the  same  are  hereby,  appropriated,  to  wit: 

P'or  pay  of  a  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs 
at  St.  Louis,  and  the  several  Indian  Agent*,  as  al- 
lowed by  law.  twenty-six  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars.  \ 

Vox  the  pay  of  Sub-Agents,  as  allowed  by  law, 
thirteen  thousand  one  hundred  dollars; 

For  presents  to  Indians,  as  authorized  by  act  of 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  two,  ten  thou- 
sand dollars; 

For  contingent  expenses,  ninety-five  thousaad 
dollars; 

For  making  the  surveys,  compensation  to  the 
Commissioners,  and  other  incidental  expenses, 
under  the  act  "  for  establishing  a  National  Armory 
on  the  Western  waters,*'  in  addition  to  the  sum 
heretofore  appropriated  by  the  said  act,  four  thou- 
sand one  hundred  and  thirty-five  dollars; 

For  the  Quartermaster's  Department,  fuel,  sta- 
tionery, and  contingencies  of  the  Military  Acade- 
my, eleven  thousand  five  hundred  dollars; 

For  the  salaries  of  two  Clerks  in  the  second 
Auditor's  Office,  as  authorized  by  the  act  of  the 
twentieth  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eigliteen,  and  not  included  in  the  letter  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  of  the  ninth  of  January, 
transmitting  the  annual  estimates  of  appropriation! 
for  the  present  year,  vwo  thousand  eight  hundred 
dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  U  further  enacts,  That  the  sura 
of  twenty  thousand  five  hundred  and  twenty-five 
dollars  and  seventy  cents,  in  addition  to  the  unex- 
pended balance  of  the  appropriation  of  the  act  of 
the  seventh  of  May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twenty-two,  of  twenty-nine  thousand  four 
hundred  and  twenty-four  dollars  and  thirty  cents, 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  out  of 
any  money  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  ap- 
propriated, to  enable  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates  to  take  the  necessary  measures  for  the  ex- 
tinguishment of  the  title  of  the  Creek  Indians  to 
the  land  now  occupied  by  them,  lying  within  the 
limits  of  the  State  of  Georgia. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  furthtr  enacted,  That  the  seve- 
ral sums  hereby  appropriated  shall  be  paid  out  of 
any  money  in  the  Treasury  nol  otherwise  appro- 
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prialed  :  Provided,  however,  That  no  money,  appro- 
priated by  this  act,  shall  be  paid  to  any  person, 
for  his  compensation,  who  is  in  arrears  to  the 
United  States,  until  such  person  shall  hare  ac- 
counted for,  anr^  paid  into  the  Treasury,  all  sums 
for  which  he  may  be  liable:  Provided  farther,  That 
nothing  in  this  section  contained  shall  extend  to 
balances  arising  solely  from  the  depreciation  of 
Treasury  notes,  received  by  such  person,  to  be  ex- 
pended in  the  public  service  ;  but  in  all  cases  where 
the  pay  or  salary  of  any  person  is  withheld,  in 
pursuance  with  this  act,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
accounting  officer,  if  demanded  by  the  party,  his 
agent,  or  attorney,  to  report,  forthwith,  to  the 
agent  of  the  Treasury  Department,  the  balance 
due;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  agent, 
within  sixty  days  thereafter,  to  order  suit  to  be 
commenced  against  such  delinquent  and  his  sure- 
ties. 
Approved,  May  26,  1924. 


claim  shall  be  received,  confirmed,  or  reported  to 
Congress,  by  the  said  Commissioners,  for  confir- 
mation, in  favor  of  any  person,  or  the  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  any  |>erson,  who  claims  any  tract  of 
land  in  said  Territory,  by  virtue  of  any  written 
evidence  of  the  title  derived  from  either  the  Brit- 
ish or  Spanish  Governments. 
Approved,  May  2tj,  1824. 


An  Act   granting  donations  of  land  to  certain   actual 
settlers  in  the  Territory  of  Florida. 
Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That   the  commissioners   for 
ascertaining  titles  and  claims  to  land.>  in  Florida 


An  Act  granting  certain  lota  of  ground  to  the  Corpo- 
ration of  the  City  of  Mobile,  and  to  certain  individ- 
uals of  Faid  city. 

Be  it  enacted,  (f c..  That  all  the  right  and  claim 
of  the  United  States  to  the  lots  known  as  the  hos- 
pital and  bake-house  lots,  containing  about  three- 
fourths  of  an  acre  of  land,  in  the  city  of  Mobile, 
in  the  Stale  of  Alabama;  and  aUo  all  the  right 
and  claim  of  the  United  States  to  all  the  lots  not 
sold  or  confirmed  to  individuals,  either  by  this  or 
any  former  act,  and  to  which  no  equitable  title 
exists  in  favor  of  any  individual  under  this  or  any 
other  act,  between  high-water  mark  and  the  chan- 
nel of  the  river,  and  between  Church  street  and 
North  Boundary  street,  in  front  of  the  said  city, 
be  and  the  same  are  hereby  vested  in  the  Mayor 


,  I  .   I  u„.„„    tween  Church  street  and  North  BouiuJary  street, 

town,  or  city  lot,  or  out-lot,  by  any  person,  being  ,  ^^^^^"j^^^^^  .^  ^^,^^  ,,,    ,,  3,,  .i,,,^,^  ^.iween 
the  head  of  a  family,  and  tweuty-one  years  ot  age,    ""**  "■"  -■  ' 


who,  on  the  twenty-second  day  of  February,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninelecii,  actually  in- 
habited and  cultivated  such  tract  of  land,  or  actu- 
ally cultivated  and  improved  such  lot,  or  who,  on 


the  channel  of  the  river  and  the  front  of  the  lots 
known  under  the  Spanish  Government  as  water 
lots,  in  the  *^aid  city  of  Mobile,  whereon  improve- 
ments havi'  been  made,  be  and  the  >ame  are  hereby 


•  u'.j  I.      .1       ".„  ,.  1  1,^.1  in  fi.ovi/'mifir    vescd  in  the  several  proprietors  and  occupants  ot 
thatdav,cuiivatc'd  any  tract  ol  land  in  tlieMciniiy  .      r  .1      1   .     1       .   »•        r      .•  .1       ■ 

"r  ""Ji^"  ^         J   .  ,„,„„,.„,  ro.,,i,.„/.i.  '  each  of  the  lots  heretofore  fronting  on  the  river 

ot  anv  town  or  ciy,  having  a  permanent  residence  I  "^'V"  * 

•  k  .  ,  ,.,  ;^  owl  Torr.inrv  an.]  In  .Mobi  e,  except  in  cases  where  such  proprietor  or 
in  such  town  or  city,  in  i.aid  lerritory,  and  to  .11  .  1  u  •  v.,  .  11. 
gram  certificates  of  confirmation  for  any  tract  of  ;  occupant  has  a henated  his  right  to  any  such  lo  , 
fand  thus  inhabited  and  cultivated,  or  cultivated  '  ""^  designated  as  a  water  lot,  or  the  Spanish 
by  any  person  of  the  above  description,  residing  ,  Government  has  made  a  new  -rant  or  order  of 
■  '       '  *^               • ..    .  '                 I  survey  for  the  same,  during  the  time  at  which  they 

had  the  power  to  grant  the  ^ame ;  in  which  case, 
the  right  and  claim  of  the  United  Slates  shall  be 
and  is  hereby  vested  in  the  person  lo  whom  such 
alienation,  grant,  or  order  of  survey,  was  made, 
or  in  hi?  legal  representative:  Provided,  That 
nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  be  construed 
to  affect  the  claim  or  claims,  if  any  such  there  be, 
of  any  individual  or  individuals,  or  of  any  body 
politic  or  corporate. 

Approved.  .May  26,  1824. 


in  any  town  or  city  in  the  vicinity  ot  the  trad  so 
cultivated  ;  which  land  shall  be  located  in  an  en- 
tire body,  as  nearly  as  possible,  in  conformity  to 
the  surveys  of  the  contiguous  public  lands,  and  so 
as  to  embrace  the  principal  improvements  then 
made  on  any  tract  so  claimed,  and  shall  not  ex- 
ceed in  quantity  six  hundred  and  forty  acres :  And 
it  shall  also  be  the  duty  of  said  Commissioners 
to  receive  claims  to  land  founded  on  habitation 
and  cultivation,  commenced  between  the  twenty- 
second  of  February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  nineteen,  and  the  seventeenth  of  July,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-one,  when 
Florida  was  surrendered  to  the  United  Slates,  and 
evidence  in  support  of  the  same;  and  to  report  an 
abstract  of  all  such  claims  to  Congress,  and  of  the 
claims  by  them  confirmed,  to  the  Secretary  of  the 


An  Act  to  complete  the  Surrey  of  the  Southern  and 
Western  Boundary  of  the  State  of  Missouri. 

Bf"  it  en'uted,  •f-^'.,  That  the  sura  of  fifteen  hun- 
dred dollars,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the 


Treasury  ;  and  the  claims  merely  reported  on  ,  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated,  and  lo  be 
shall  be  laid  before  Congress  at  their  next  se.ssion,  j  applied  under  the  direction  of  ihe  Sicretary  of  the 
with  the  evidence  of  the  time,  nature,  and  extent  '  Treasury,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated. 


of  such  habitation  and  cultivation,  in  each  case, 
and  the  extent  of  the  claim:  Provided,  That  no 


to  complete  the  payment  for  surveying  the  south- 
ern boundary  line  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  and  so 


\ 
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much  of  the  western  boundary  line  thereof  as  lies 
south  of  the  Missouri  river. 
Approved,  May  26,  1824. 


An  Act  making  an  appropriation  towards  the  extin- 
guishment of  the  Quaupau  title«  to  lands  in  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Arkanfias. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  a  sum  not  exceeding 
seven  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  be  and  the 
same  is  hereby  appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any 
money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropri- 
ated, to  enable  the  President  of  the  United  States 
lo  negotiate  a  treaty  with  the  Q,uaupau  Indians, 
for  the  extinguishment  of  their  title  lo  lands  in 
the  Territory  of  Arkansas. 

Approved,  May  26,  1824. 


An  Act  supplementary  to  an  act  «>f  Congress,  passed 
on  the  thirteenth  day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twelve,  entitled  "An  act  making  fur- 
ther provuion  for  settling  the  claims  lo  land  in  the 
Territory  of  Missouri." 

Be  it  tnaded,  (fc.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  individual  owners  or  claimants  of  town  or 
village  lots,  and  common  field  lots,  in,  adjoining, 
or  belonging  to  the  several  towns  or  villages  of 
Portage  des  Sioux,  St.  Charles,  St.  Louis,  St. 
Ferdinand,  Villa  a  Robert,  Carondelef,  St.  Gene- 
vieve, New  .Madrid,  New  Bourbon,  and  Little 
Prairie,  in  Missouri,  and  the  village  of  Arkansas, 
in  the  Territory  of  Arkan.sas,  whose  lots  were  con- 
firmed by  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  thirtieth  of 
June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve 
entitled  "An  act  making  further  provision  for  .set- 
tling the  claims  to  land  in  the  Territory  of  Mis- 
souri," on  the  ground  of  inhabitation,  cultivation, 
or  possession,  prior  to  the  twentieth  day  of  De- 
cember, one  Ihousand  eight  hundred  and  three,  to 
proceed,  within  eighteen  months  at'ter  the  passage 
of  this  act,  to  designate  their  said  lots  by  province, 
before  the  recorder  of  land  titles  for  said  State 
and  Territory,  the  fact  of  such  inhabitation,  culti- 
vation, or  possession,  and  the  boundaries  and  extent 
of  cacii  claim,  so  as  to  enable  the  Surveyor  Gen- 
eral to  distinguish  the  private  from  the  vacant 
lots,  appertaining  lo  the  said  towns  and  villages. 

Skc.  2.  A lul  h-  if  fnrtlm  enacted,  That,  immedi- 
ately after  the  expiration  of  the  said  term  allowed 
for  proving  such  facts,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Surveyor  General,  within  whose  district  such 
lots  lie,  lo  proceed,  under  the  instructions  of  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  lo 
.survey,  designate,  and  set  apart  to  the  said  towns 
and  villages,  respectively,  so  many  of  ihe  said 
vacant  town  or  village  lots,  out  lots,  and  common 
field  lots,  for  the  support  of  schools  in  the  said 
towns  and  villages,  respectively,  as  the  President 
of  the  United  Stales  shall  not,  before  that  time, 
have  reserved  for  military  purposes,  and  not  ex- 
ceeding one-twentieth  part  of  the  whole  lands 
included  in  the  general  survey  of  such  town,  or 
village,  according  lo  the  provision>  of  the  second 
section  of  the  above  mentioned  act  of  Congress; 
of,  [and]  also,  lo  survey  and  designate,  so  soon 
after  the  passage  of  this  act  as  may  be,  the  com- 


mons belonging  to  said  towns  and  village?,  accord- 
ing to  their  re.spective  claims  and  confirmations, 
under  the  said  act  of  Congress,  where  the  same 
has  not  been  already  done:  Provided,  That  lots 
relinquished  to  the  United  States  on  account  of 
damages  done  them  by  the  earthquakes,  and  in 
lieu  of  which  lands  have  been  located  elsewhere, 
shall  neither  be  so  designated  or  set  apart,  nor 
taken  into  the  estimate  of  the  quantity  to  which 
any  town  or  village  is  entitled. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  further  enaOed,  That  the  Re- 
corder shall  issue  a  certificate  of  confirmation  for 
each  claim  confirmed,  and  shall  receive  for  the 
services  required  of  him  by  this  act  the  sum  of  one 
dollar  for  each  lot  so  proved  to  have  been  inhab- 
ited, cultivated,  and  possessed,  to  be  paid  by  the 
respective  claimants;  and,  so  soon  as  the  said 
term  shall  have  expired,  he  shall  furnish  the  Sur- 
veyor General  with  a  list  of  the  lots  so  proved  to 
have  been  inhabited,  cultivated,  or  possessed,  to 
serve  as  his  guide  in  distinguishing  them  from  the 
vacant  lots  to  be  set  apart  as  above  described,  and 
shall  transmit  a  copy  of  such  list  to  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  General  Land  Office. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  if  further  enacted,  That  the  pro- 
visions of  Ihis  act,  and  of  the  aforesaid  act  of  the 
thirtieth  of  June,  one  ihousand  eight  hundred  and 
twelve,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  extended  to 
the  village  of  Mine  k  Burton,  and  the  right  of 
filing  their  claims  witfi  the  Recorder. 

Approved,  May  26,  1824. 


An  Act  granting  to  the  Counties  or  Parishea  of  each 
State  and  Territory  of  the  United  States,  in  which 
the  public  lands  are  situated,  the  right  of  pre-emp- 
tion to  quitrter  sections  of  land,  for  seats  of  justice 
within  the  same. 

ih  it  enacted,  <f  c,  That  there  be  granted  to  the 
several  counties  or  parishes  of  each  State  and 
Territory  of  the  United  Stales,  where  there  are 
public  lands,  at  the  minimum  price  for  which 
ptiblic  lands  of  the  United  Stales  are  sold,  the 
right  of  pre-emption  lo  one-quarter  section  of 
land,  in  each  of  the  counties  or  parishes  of  said 
States  and  Territories,  in  trust  for  said  counties 
or  parishes,  respectively,  for  the  establishment  of 
seats  of  justice  therein:  Provided,  The  proceeds 
of  the  sale  of  each  of  said  quarter  sections  shall 
be  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  public 
buildings  in  the  county  or  parish  for  which  it  is 
located,  after  deducting  therefrom  the  amount 
originally  paid  for  the  same:  Ami  provided  further, 
That  the  seat  of  justice  for  said  counties  or  par- 
ishes, respectively,  shall  be  fixed  previously  to  a 
sale  of  the  adjoining  lands  within  the  county  or 
parish  for  which  the  same  is  located. 

Skc.  2.  And  be  it  fwrtlier  enacted,  That  so  much 
of  such  acts,  heretofore  passed,  granting  to  States 
rights  of  pre-emption,  for  county  or  parish  pur- 
poses, as  require  said  seals  of  justice  to  be  con- 
tinued at  or  near  the  centre  of  each  of  .said  coun- 
ties or  parishes,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
repealed. 

Approved,  May  26.  1824. 
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An  Act  making  appropriation  a  for  carrying  into  effect ! 
certain  Indian  Treaties.  I 

Be  it  eiuicted,  <f-c.,  That  the  following  sums  be,  \ 
and  the  same  are  hereby,  appropriated,  that  is  to 
say : 

For  carrying  into  effect  so  much  of  the  fourth 
article  of  the  treaty  of  the  eighth  January,  eiffhteen 
hundred  and  twenty-one,  between  the  United 
States,  and  the  Creek  nation,  as  relates  to  the 
compensation  due  to  the  citizens  of  Georgia,  by 
the  Creek  nation,  the  appropriation  heretofore  j 
made  for  that  object  being  exhausted,  the  sum  of 
twenty-three  thousand  dollars  ; 

For  the  payment  of  the  annuity  to  the  Creek 
nation,  as  provided  for  by  the  same  article  of  said 
Treaty,  the  sum  of  sixteen  thousand  dollars,  an- 
nually, for  five  years,  and  the  sum  of  ten  thou- 
sand dollars,  annually,  for  six  years  thereafter  ; 

For  implements  of  husbandry,  and  stock  of 
cattle  and  hogs,  agreeably  to  the  stipulation  con- 
tained in  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  with  the 
Florida  Indians,  of  the  eighteenth  September, 
eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-three,  the  sum  of 
six  thousand  dollars ; 

For  the  payment  of  the  annuity  to  the  Florida 
Indiaqs,  as  provided  for  by  the  third  article  of  said 
treaty,  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars,  annually, 
for  twenty  years; 

For  the  expense  of  rations  to  be  furnished  to 
said  Indians,  agreeably  to  the  fifth  article  of  said 
treaty,  the  j>um  of  sixty-five  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred dollars  ; 

For  compensation  for  improvements  that  may 
be  abandoned  by  said  Indians,  as  provided  for  by 
the  fifth  article  of  said  treaty,  the  sum  of  four 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars  ; 

For  transportation  of  the  different  tribes  to  the 
lands  assigned  them  by  the  said  treaty,  as  pro- 
vided for  by  the  fifth  article  of  the  same,  the  sum 
of  two  thousand  dollars  ; 

'  For  the  establishment  of  a  school,  and  the  sup- 
port of  a  gunsmith  for  said  Indians,  as  provided 
for  by  the  sixth  article  of  said  treaty,  the  sum  of 
two  thousand  dollars,  annually,  for  twenty  years'; 
For  running  the  line  of  the  land  assigned  to  said 
Indians,  as  provided  for  in  the  seventh  article  of 
said  treaty,  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  the  said 
sums  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  directed  to  be  paid 
out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise 
appropriated. 

Approved,  May  26,  1824. 


adapt  the  said  laws  of  procedure  to  the  organiza- 
tion of  such  courts  of  the  United  States,  and  to 
avoid  any  discrepancy,  if  any  such  should  exist, 
between  such  State  laws  and  the  laws  of  the 
United  States. 

Sec.  2.  And   he   it  fuiiher  eiiocttd,    That    petit 
jurors,  for  the  trial  of  all  causes,  as  well  civil  as 
criminal,  shall  be  designated,  summoned,  and  re- 
turned, in  the  manner  that  now  is  directed  by  the 
laws  of  the  said  State,  with  respect  to  jurors,  to 
serve  in  the  district  courts  of  the  said   State  of 
Louisiana  ;  and   that   all    the    duties  directed  hv 
such   State  laws  to   be  performed    by  the  sheriflfs 
and  clerks,  in  relation  to  the  designation,  sum- 
moning, and  returning,  such  jurors,  shall  be  per- 
formed by  the  Marshal  of  the  United  States  and 
the  clerk  of  the  court  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
district   where  such  court  of  the   United  States 
shall  sit,  and  that  the  petit  jurors  to  serve  in  such 
court  of  the   United  States,  shall   be  taken  from 
the  parish  in  which  said  court  holds  its  sessions, 
but.  iliat  the  grand  jurors  may  come  from  any 
part  of  the  diNiritt,  and   may  be  summoned  and 
empannelled  by  the  Mj«rshal,  in  the  manner  now 
prescribed  ;  and   the   Marshal,  for  the  purpose  of 
designating  such  petit  jurors,  shall  take  the  names 
of  all  persons  liable  to  serve  as  jurors,  from  the 
list  made  by  the  sheriff,  fur  the  purpose  of  drawing 
jurors  for  tlie  district  court  of  the  State  ;  and  such 
number  of  jurors  shall  be  drawn  for  each  term  of 
such  court  of  the  United  States,  or  for  such  por- 
tion of  each   term  as  the  court  may,  by  its  rules, 
direct :  Provided.  That  nothing  herein  contained 
shall   be  so  construed  as   to  prevent  the  judge  of 
any  of  the  said  courts  of  the  United  Stales  from 
directing  a  jury  lo  be  summoned  from  any  other 
parish  within   the  District,  whenever  it  may  be 
necessary  to   secure  an  impartial  trial  ;  but  that, 
in  all  such  cases,  the  names  of  the  jury  shall  be 
also  designated,  by  lot,  in  the  manner  directed  by 
the  laws  of  the  State,  for  designating  jurors  to 
serve   in   the  district  courts:  And  jirurided^  also^ 
That  special  juries  may  be  directed  for  the  trial 
of  any  particular  civil  cause,  by  the  consent  of 
parties,  but  not  otherwise. 

Approved,  May  26,  1824. 


An  Act  to  regulate  the  mode  of  practice  in  the  Courts 
of  the  United  States,  fur  the  District  of  i^ouieiana. 

Be  it  enacted,  <f>c.,  That  the  mode  of  proceeding 
in  civil  causes  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States, 
that  now  are,  or  hereafter  may  be,  established  in 
the  State  of  Louisiana,  shall  be  conformable  to 
the  laws  directing  the  mode  of  practice  in  the 
district  courts  of  the  said  State :  Provided,  That 
the  judge  of  any  such  court  of  the  United  States 
may  alter  the  times  limited  or  allowed  for  differ- 
ent proceedings  in  the  State  courts,  and  make,  by 
rule,  such  other  provisions  as  may  be  necessary  to 


An  Act  for  altering  the  time  of  holding  the  Circuit 
Court  of  the  United  States  for  the  fourth  circuit  in 
the  Maryland  District. 

Be  a  enacted,  <^t'..  That  the  terms  of  the  Circuit 
Court  of  the  United  States  for  the  fourth  circuit 
in  the  district  of  Maryland,  which  are  now  direct- 
ed by  law  to  be  holden  on  the  first  day  of  May 
and  seventh  day  of  November,  in  each  year,  shall 
be  hereafter  holden  on  the  8th  days  of  May  and 
December  in  each  year,  except  where  such  days 
shall  occur  on  Sunday,  when  the  terms  of  the 
said  Court  shall  commence  and  be  holden  on  the 
next  succeeding  day. 

Sec.  2.  And  hf  it  further  enacttd,  That  the  first 
session  of  the  said  Circuit  Court,  after  the  passage 
of  this  act,  shall  be  held  on  the  eighth  day  of  De- 
cember, in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty- 
four. 
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Sec.  3.  And  ht  it  further  eitactrd,  That  all  pro- 
cess which  may  have  i.ssued,  or  which  may  here- 
after issue,  returnable  to  the  next  succeeding 
terms,  as  heretofore  established,  shall  be  held  re- 
turnable, and  be  returned,  to  those  terms  to  which 
they  are  severally  changed  by  this  act. 

Approved,  May  26,  1824. 


=    Jt 


An  Act  authorizing  an  examination  and  survey  of  the 
barbor  of  Charleston,  in  South  Carolina,  of  St. 
Mary's,  in  Georgia,  and  of  the  coast  of  Florida,  and 
for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  cause  to 
be  made  an  examination  and  survey  of  the  har- 
bors of  Charleston,  in  South  Carolina,  and  St. 
Mary'.s,  in  Georgia,  in  reference  to  the  expediency 
of  establishing  a  navy  yard  at  either  of  those 
places,  for  the  building  and  repairing  sloops  of 
war  and  other  vessels  of  an  inferior  clas^;  and, 
also,  to  cause  to  be  made  and  perfected,  an  exami- 
nation and  survey  of  the  harbor  of  Pensacola,  and 
the  coast  of  Florida,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  ex- 
pediency of  establishing  a  naval  depot  at  Pen- 
sacola, or  at  such  place  in  the  vicinity  of  it,  as 
may  be  must  advantageous  to  the  United  States; 
and  that  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  for  the  pui poses 
aforesaid,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  May  25,  1824. 


An  Act  further  to  regulate  the  inspection  of  flour  in 
the  county  of  Alexandria. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That,  for  the  better  regula- 
tion of  the  inspection  of  Hour  within  the  county 
of  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  the 
Common  Council  of  the  town  of  Alexandria 
shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  empowered  and  re- 
quired to  divide  the  said  county  and  town  into 
two  inspection  districts;  that,  to  each  of  the>e 
districts,  there  shall  be  appointed  a  Hour  inspector, 
in  the  mode  now  autiiorized  by  law,  to  perform 
alternate  duties  in  the  said  districts  ;  each  of  the 
said  insprciors  shall  be  liable  to  removal  from 
office  at  any  time  within  the  term  for  which  he 
shall  have  been  appointed  by  the  court  making 
the  appointment;  and,  during  his  continuance  in 
office,  shall  enjoy  the  same  rights,  and  be  subject 
to  like  duties  and  restraints,  as  the  present  inspect- 
or of  flour  in  the  said  county  of  Alexandria. 

Sec;.  2.  And  be  it  further  ewnHed,  That  the  said 
Common  Council  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  em- 
powered to  provide  for  a  re-inspection  of  flour  in 
btore,  whenever,  in  their  opinion,  it  may  require 
it,  and  to  regulate  the  exportation  and  shipment 
thereof;  to  pass  laws  for  the  punishment  of  all 
persons  who  shall  be  guilty  of  Iraud,  or  otherwise 
violate  their  regulations,  and  lo  alter  or  amend 
the  present  inspection  laws,  so  far  as  may  be  ne- 
cessary lo  effect  that  object. 

Approved,  May  20,  lb24. 


in  the  State  of  Virginia  shall  cease  to  be  a  part  of 
the  Eastern  Judicial  District  of  Virginia,  and 
shall  be  added  to,  and  form  a  part  of,  the  Western 
District,  that  is  to  say:  the  counties  of  IBotefourt, 
Rockbridge,  Alleghany,  Bath,  Pendleton,  Augus- 
ta, Rockingham,  Shenandoah,  Frederick,  Jeffer- 
son, Berkley,  Morgan,  Hampshire,  and  Hardy ;  and 
that,  in  addition  to  the  terms  of  the  District  Court, 
now  holden  in  the  Western  District,  the  Judge  of 
said  Western  District  shall  hold  two  terms  in  the 
each  year,  at  Staunton,  in  the  county  of  Au- 
gusta. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the  terms 
of  the  courts  in  the  said  Western  District  shall  be 
held  on  the  days,  and  at  the  places,  hereinafter 
mentioned,  viz:  at  Staunton,  on  the  second  Mon- 
days in  April  and  September;  at  Wythe  Court- 
house, on  the  third  Mondays  in  April  and  Sep- 
tember; at  Lewisburg,  on  the  fourth  Mondays  in 
April  and  September;  and  at  Clarksburg,  on  the 
fourth  Mondays  in  May  and  October,  in  each 
year. 

Sec.  3.  And  U  it  further  enacted.  That,  if  the 
judge  shall  not  attend  on  the  first  day  of  any  court, 
such  court  shall  stand  adjourned,  from  day  to  day, 
for  three  days,  if  the  same  cause  continue;  after 
which  time,  if  the  judge  still  fail  to  attend,  the 
court  shall  stand  adjourned  until  the  first  day  of 
the  next  term. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  furth^er  enacted.  That  the  judge 
of  said  court  shall  have  power  to  hold  special  ses- 
sions, at  his  discretion,  at  either  of  the  said  places, 
for  the  trial  of  civil  or  criminal  cases. 

Approved,  Mav  26,  1824. 


An  Act  to  alter  the  Judicial  Di^itricts  of  Virginia,  and 
for  other  purposes. 

Be  U  enacted,  ^c.   That  the  following  counties 


^  An  Act  to   provide   for  the  sale  of  lands  conreyed  to 
the    United  States  in  certain  cases,   and  for  other 
'       purposes. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^^..  That  the  agent  of  the  Treas- 
ury be,  and  he  hereby  is.  authorized,  in  all  cases 
where  the  estates  of  insolvent  debtors  have  been, 
I  or  hereafter  shall  be,  assigned  to  the  United  States, 
under  the  act  of  the  sixth  June,  seventeen  hun- 
dred and  ninety-eight,  entitled  "An  act  providing 
for  the  discharge  of  persons  imprisoned  for  debts 
due  to  the  United  States,''  to  .sell  such  estates, 
whether  real  or  personal,  at  such  time,  and  in 
such  manner,  as.  with  the  approbation  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  he  shall  think  fit,  for  the 
best  price  that  can  be  had  therefor,  and  to  make 
all  needful  conveyances,  assignments,  or  transfers, 
of  the  same,  to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That,  at  any 
and  every  sale  on  executions,  at  the  suit  of  the 
United  Stales,  of  lands  or  tenements  of  a  debtor, 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  United  States,  by  such 
agent  as  the  agent  of  the  Treasury  shall  appoint, 
to  become  the  purchaser  of  such  lands  and  tene- 
ments :  Provided,  That,  in  no  case,  shall  such 
agent  bid  in  behalf  of  the  United  States  for  a 
greater  amount  than  that  of  the  judgment  for 
which  such  estate  may  be  exposed  to  sale,  and 
the  costs  ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  marshal 
of  the  district,  in  which  such  sale  shall  be  held, 
in  case  such  purchases  shall  be  made,  lo  make  ali 
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needful  conveyances,  assignments,  and  transfers, 
to  the  United  States;  and  the  agent  of  the  Treas- 
ury is  hereby  authorized,  with  the  approbation  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  sell  and  convey 
the  said  lands  and  tenements,  in  the  same  manner 
as  is  directed  by  the  first  section  of  this  act,  in 
respect  to  lands  and  tenements  assigned  by  insol- 
vent debtors. 

Sec.  3.  Aiui  he  it  fnrtl^er  enacted,  That  nothing 
herein  contained  shall  be  deemed  or  construed  to 
take  away  or  impair  any  other  remedy  which  the 
United  States  may  be  now  entitled  to  liave  against 
the  person  or  property  of  debtors,  to  enforce  the 
satisfaction  of  judgments  obtained,  or  which  may 
hereafter  be  obtained. 

Approved,  May  26,  1824. 


the  United  States'  lands  are  sold,  the  tract  of  land 
designated  in  said  notice,  on  producing  his  rec«ipt 
from  the  Receiver  of  Public  Moneys,  for  the  pur- 
chase money  of  said  tract,  as  in  case  of  other 
public  lands  sold  at  private  sale  ;  and,  as  a  com- 
pensation for  their  services,  the  Register  and  Re- 
ceiver shall,  each,  bo  entitled  to  one  dollar  in  every 
such  case,  to  be  paid  by  the  claimant  of  such  pre- 
emption right :  Provided,  That  every  such  entry 
and  payment  shall  be  made  at  least  two  weeks 
previous  to  the  time  of  offering  the  adjacent  lands 
at  public  sale,  unless  the  same  be  entered  in  such 
part  of  said  District  as  shall  have  been  offered  at 
public  sale  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of  this  act  > 
in  which  case,  such  entry  shall  be  made  within 
two  years  from  the  passage  thereof. 
Approved,  May  26,  1824. 


An  Act  concerning  the  pre-emption  rights  in  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Arkansas. 

Be  U  enacted,  ^c,  That  every  person,  and  the 
le<'al  representative  of  every  person,  who  was  en- 
titled to  the  right  of  pre-emption,  in  the  Territory 
of  Arkansas,  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of 
Congress  of  the  12ih  of  April,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fourteen,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
final  adjustment  of  land  titles  in  the  Slate  of 
Lousiana  and  Territory  of  Missouri,"  in  that 
tract  of  country,  north  of  the  river  Arkansas, 
ceded  by  the  United  States  to  the  Cherokee  na- 
tion of  Indians,  on  the  eighth  day  of  July,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventeen,  be,  and 
they  are  hereby,  authorized,  in  lieu  thereof,  and  in 
full  compensation  for  such  right  of  pre-emption, 
to  enter  with  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office 
in  the  District  of  Lawrence,  in  said  Territory, 
any  tract  within  said  District,  on  which  they  may 
have  made  improvements  previously  to  the  passage 
of  this  act,  or  any  unimproved  tract  within  said 
District,  the  sale  of  which  is  authorized  by  law  : 
Provided,  That  no  more  than  one  quarter  section 
of  land  shall  be  sold  to  any  one  individual,  in  vir- 
tue of  this  act ;  and  the  same  shall  be  bounded  by 
the  sectional  and  divi:>ional  lines  run,  or  to  be  run,  i 
under  the  direction  of  the  Surveyor  of  the  United 
States'  Lands  for  the  Slates  of  Missouri  and  Illi- 
nois, and  Territory  of  Arkansas. 

Sec.  3.  Aiui  be  it  fartlur  enacted,  That  every 
person  claiming  a  preference  in  becoming  the  pur- 
chaser of  a  tract  of  land,  in  virtue  of  this  act, 
shall  deliver  a  notice  in  writing  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  for  said  District,  stating  therein 
that  he  was  entitled  to  a  pre-emption  right,  under 
the  aforesaid  act  of  Congress,  in  that  part  of  the 
Territory  of  Arkansas  ceded  as  aforesaid  ;  and, 
also,  particularly  designating  therein  the  quarter 
section  he  is  desirous  to  enter,  which  notice  the 
Register  shall  tile  in  his  office  ;  and  in  every  case, 
where  it  shall  be  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Register  and  Receiver  of  Public  Moneys  of  the 
Land  Office  aforesaid,  that  any  person,  who  has 
delivered  such  notice,  was  entitled  to  a  pre-emp- 
tion right  under  said  act  of  Congress,  in  that  part 
of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  ceded  as  aforesaid, 
shall  have  a  right  to  enter  with  the  Register  of 
said  Land  Office,  at  the  minimum  price  for  which 


An  .\ct  proviiUng  for  the  disposition  of  three  severkl 

tracts  of  lands  in  Tuscarawas  County,  in  the  State 

of  Ohio,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  three  several  tracts 
of  land,  Lyin^  in  the  county  of  Tuscarawas,  ia 
the  State  of  Ohio,  lately  reiroceded  to  the  United 
States  by  the  Society  of  United  Brethren  for  pro- 
pagating the  Gospel  among  the  Heaihen,  shall  be 
surveyed  and  laid  off  into  such  lots,  having  regard 
to  ihe  existing  surveys  and  improvements  thereon, 
as  will  best  conduce  to  the  sale  thereof:  Pi-ovided^ 
That  the  lots  and  tracts  which  the  United  Slates 
are  bound  to  convey  to  the  said  Society,  shall  be 
laid  off  according  to  the  contract  for  retrocession  : 
And  jiroculed,  ahv,  That  a  suitable  number  of  in- 
lots  and  out-lots,  in  the  town  of  Gnadenhutten, 
shall  be  laid  off  for  said  town,  embracing  the  im- 
proved part  thereof,  and  the  fields  adjoining,  now 
occupied  by  the  inhabiianls,  which  shall  be  plat- 
ted and  numbered,  and  a  copy  recorded  in  said 
county,  according  ti)  the  laws  of  Ohio. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  furtfter  enacted,  That  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  shall  be,  and  is  hereby, 
authorized  to  appoint  an  agent,  who  shall  reside 
near  the  said  land,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  super- 
intend and  direct  the  survey  of  said  land  and 
lots ;  to  receive  and  pay  over  to  the  Treasury  the 
rents  due,  and  to  become  due,  on  said  lands;  to 
take  possession  of  such  parts  of  said  lands  as  may 
be  forfeited  by  the  tenants,  by  reason  of  non-per- 
formance of  the  covenants  in  their  leases;  to  as- 
certain the  actual  cash  value  of  each  of  the  lots 
and  town  lots,  with  the  improvements  thereon, 
and,  also,  the  value  of  each,  subject  to  the  condi- 
tions of  the  lease  oui.standing  on  it,  by  the  aid  of 
two  disinterested  appraisers,  to  be  selected  by  the 
Secretary  ;  to  ascertain  the  award  to  be  made  to 
Isaac  Simners,  Jesse  Walton,  Barzillai  Walton, 
Jesse  Hill,  and  Boaz  Walton,  according  to  their 
leases  ;  to  receive  a  surrender  of  such  of  the  leases 
outstanding  on  such  lands,  as  the  holders  thereof 
may  be  disposed  to  make,  who  have,  or  shall  firsl 
comply  with  the  conditions  of  their  leases,  up  to 
the  time  of  their  surrender ;  lo  superintend  the  sale 
of  said  lands  and  lots,  and  to  transfer  to  the  pur- 
chasers who  shall  buy  any  of  said  land  or  lots, 
subjected  to  the  leasts  thereon,  the  lease  of  the  lot 
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or  land  so  bought ;  and  to  do  whatever  else  may 
be  necessary  to  effect  a  speedy  and  advantageous 
disposition  of  said  lands  and  lots. 

Sec.  3.  Aiul  be  it  further  enacted,  That  a  right  of 
pre-emption  shall  beallowed  to  John  Andreas,  John 
Neigaman,  Jacob  Winsh,and  Catharine  Tschudy, 
at  the  real  cash  value  of  the  lots  occupied  by  them, 
according  to  the  stipulations  of  the  said  agreement 
for  retrocession,  and  to  any  of  the  lessees,  for  any 
of  the  remaining  lots,  or  town  lots,  to  an  amount 
not  exceeding  the  amount  stipulated  to  be  paid  to 
them  by  the  United  States  :  ProvUkd,  That  any 
of  the  persons  entitled  to  pre-emption,  who  shall 
be  desirous  to  avail  themselves  of  such  right,  shall 
give  notice  to  the  said  agent  of  such  their  inten- 
tion, before  the  cash  value  of  the  lots  is  ascertain- 
ed ;  and,  in  the  case  of  the  lessees,  shall,  at  or  be- 
fore the  time  of  giving  such  notice,  pay  ail  arrears 
of  rent,  and  surrender  their  leases  ;  and  shall,  im- 
mediately after  the  said  cash  value  is  ascertained, 
be  entitled  to  a  patent  for  the  lot  or  land  to  which 
they  are  entitled  as  aforesaid,  on  paying  the 
amount  of  such  cash  value  ;  or,  in  the  case  of  the  i 
Society,  on  ihe  executing  and  delivering  to  said 
agent,  a  discharge  to  the  United  States,  for  so 
much  as  said  lot  or  land,  whereto  a  pre-emption 
is  claimed,  shall  amount  to,  on  account  of  any 
sum  to  become  due  them  by  reason  of  stipulations 
in  said  retrocession  ;  and  no  right  to  such  pre- 
emption shall  be  considered  as  extending  beyond 
the  time  of  commencing  the  &ale  of  said  lands,  as 
hereinafter  directed. 

Sec.  4.  Aiui  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Trea^ury  may  cause  to  be  designated, 
and  allowed  for  public  use,  the  usual  ground  for 
streets  and  alleys  in  said  town,  for  public  ground 
and  for  schools;  and  may,  moreover,  cause  to  l>e 
designated  and  set  apart,  one  lot  in  each  of  said 
tracts,  not  exceeding  one  thirty-sixth  part  of  each, 
theliile  whereof  shall  be  vested  in  the  Legislature  of 
the  State  of  Ohio,  and  held  in  trust  for  the  use  of 
schools,  in  the  same  manner  as  other  lands,  grant- 
ed by  the  United  States  for  the  use  of  schools,  are 
held  in  that  State. 

Sf.c.  5.  Aiul  Ije  it  fuiiher  enacted,  That,  imme- 
diately after  the  said  surveys  shall  be  completed, 
the  cash  value  ascertained,  and  the  school  lands 
designated,  the  said  agent  shall  give  notice,  by 
advertisement  in  one  newspaper  in  Washington 
City,  and  one  in  Steubenville,  one  in  Zanesville, 
and  one  in  New  Philadelphia,  Ohio,  of  the  time, 
not  less  than  sixty  days  from  the  first  publication, 
when  he  will  offer  the  said  lands  and  lots  for  sale, 
at  public  vendue,  at  the  courthouse  in  New  Phil- 
adelphia aforesaid  ;  and  shall,  at  such  time  and 
place,  proceed  to  offer  for  sale,  to  the  highest  bid- 
der, any  of  said  lands  or  lots,remaining  undisposed 
of,  in  the  manner  hereinbefore  provided  for  :  and 
none  of  said  lots  or  land,  shall  be  put  up  at  a  less 
sum  than  the  actual  cash  value,  ascertained  as 
aforesaid  ;  and  in  case  any  of  said  lessees  shall 
have  failed,  or  refused,  to  surrender  their  leases, 
the  sale  shall  be  made  subject  to  those  leases  ;  and 
each  purchaser,  who  may  purchase  at  such  sale, 
shall  immediately  pay  to  the  said  agent  the  amount 
of  his  purchase,  and  lake  his  receipt  for  the  amount, 


specifying  the  lot  or  land  purchased  ;  upon  which 
the  purchaser  shall  be  entitled  to  a  patent,  as 
other  purchasers  of  public  lands  are  :  but,  in  case 
any  purchaser  shall  fail  to  make  his  payment  as 
aforesaid,  at  or  before  the  close  of  the  sale,  he 
shall  be  considered  as  having  forfeited  his  pur- 
chase, and  the  land  struck  off  to  him  shall  be  again 
offered  for  sale,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  it  had 
never  been  struck  off;  and  the  said  agent,  imme- 
diately after  the  close  of  such  sale,  shall  pay  over 
the  money  received  at  such  sale,  and  for  rent,  to 
the  United  States,  and  report  all  his  proceedings 
to  the  General  Land  Office;  and  the  President 
shall  be.  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized,  whenever 
the  boundaries  of  the  several  lots  stipulated  to  be 
conveyed  to  the  said  Society  shall  be  ascertained, 
to  issue  patents  therefor  to  said  Society. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  agent 
herein  provided  for,  shall  take  an  oath  of  office, 
and  give  bond  and  security,  in  such  sum  and  form 
as  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  may  direct,  and 
be  allowed  and  paid,  for  his  services,  a  salary  at 
the  rate  of  six  hundred  dollars  per  annum:  Pro- 
ridid,  That  said  office  shall  not  continue  longer 
than  is  necessary  to  perform  the  duties  herein  re- 
quired, and  not  longer  than  one  year ;  and  said 
salary,  together  with  the  incidental  expenses  at- 
tending the  said  survey  and  sale,  shall  be  charged 
to  the  fund  to  be  raised  by  the  sale  of  said  lots  and 
land.  The  said  appraisers  shall  be  allowed  the 
sum  of  two  dollars  for  each  day  actually  employed 
in  the  appraisement  aforesaid,  and  neither  the  said 
agent  nor  appraisers  shall  be  at  liberty  to  purchase 
any  of  the  said  lands  or  lots. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  furtlur  enacted,  That,  if  any 
such  land  or  lots  remain  unsold  at  public  auction, 
as  aforesaid,  the  same  shall  be  subject  to  entry 
and  sale  at  the  land  office  in  Zanesville,  in  Ohio, 
at  the  actual  cash  price,  ascertained  as  aforesaid, 
in  the  same  manner  that  other  lands  of  the  United 
States  are  authorized  to  be  entered  ;  and  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  accounting  officers  of  the  Treas- 
ury Department  to  keep  a  separate  account  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  lots  and  lands  aforesaid,  and  of  all 
moneys  received  and  disbursed  on  account  there- 
of; and,  after  the  expenses  of  survey  and  sale  of 
said  lots  and  land  shall  be  reimbursed,  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  pay 
to  the  said  society  the  sums  stipulated  to  be  paid 
them,  and  for  which  they  shall  not  have  taken 
lands  and  lots  as  hereinbefore  provided  for ;  to  pay 
the  said  Simners,  Hill,  and  Waltons,  the  sums 
awarded  to  them;  and  then  to  credit  the  residue 
of  the  proceeds  of  said  lots  and  lands,  as  they  shall 
be  received,  to  the  fund  for  raising  the  annuity  for 
the  Christian  Indians,  so  called,  in  the  manner 
stipulated  in  the  agreement  entered  into  with 
them  on  the  eighth  of  November,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-three. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  when- 
ever the  said  Christian  Indians  shall  notify  the 
President  of  the  United  States  that  they  wish  to 
remove  from  their  present  residence,  on  the  river 
Thames,  into  the  territory  of  the  United  States, 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  President  to  designate  a 
reservation  of  not  less  than  twenty-four  thousand 
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acres  of  land,  to  be  held  by  the  said  lodians  Id 
the  usual  tuanner  of  Indian  reservations,  so  long 
as  they  shall  live  thereon  ;  and  from  the  time  said 
Indians  shall  remove  on  to  said  reservation  the 
annuity  shall  cease. 
Approved,  May  26,  1324. 


RESOLUTIONS. 
Resolution  in  relation  to  an  intended  visit  of  the  Mar- 
quis de  Lafayette  to  the  United  States. 

The  Marquis  de  Lafayette  having  eipressed  his 
intention  to  revisit  this  country — 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Cviupess  a^seinbltd, 
That  the  President  be  requested  to  communicate 
to  him  the  assurances  of  grateful  and  ati'ectionate 
attachment  still  cherished  for  him  by  the  Govern- 
ment and  people  of  the  United  States. 

And  be  it  further  resolved,  That  whenever  the 
President  shall  be  informed  of  the  time  when  the 
Marquis  may  be  ready  to  embark,  that  a  national 
ship,  with  suitable  accommodation,  be  employed 
to  bring  him  to  the  United  States. 

Approved,  February  4,  1824. 


Resolutions  providing  a  place  of  deposite  for  the  Por> 
trait  of  Columbus,  and  directing  the  distribution  of 
certain  copies  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence, 
now  in  the  Department  of  State. 

Resolved,    ^c,    Tliat   the   Portrait   of    Colum- 


bus, presented  to  the  nation  by  G.  G.  Barrell, 
United  States  Consul  at  Malaga,  be  placed  in  the 
Library  of  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  the  two  hundred  copies  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence,  now  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  State,  be  distributed  in  the  manner  fol- 
lowing :  two  copies  to  each  of  the  surviving  sign- 
ers ot  the  Declaration  of  Independence ;  two 
copies  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  ;  two 
copies  to  the  Vice  President  of  the  United  Stales; 
two  copies  to  the  late  President,  Mr.  Madison  ; 
two  copies  to  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette;  twenty 
copies  lor  the  two  Houses  of  Congress ;  twelve 
copies  for  the  different  Departments  of  the  Gov- 
ernment; two  copies  for  the  President's  house; 
two  copies  for  the  Supreme  Court  room  ;  one  copy 
to  each  of  the  Governors  of  the  States  ;  and  one 
to  each  branch  of  the  Legislnures  of  the  States; 
one  copy  to  each  of  the  Governors  of  the  Territo- 
ries ol  the  United  Slates  ;  and  one  copy  to  the 
Legislative  Council  of  each  Territory  ;  and  the 
remaining  copies  to  the  different  Universities  and 
Colleges  of  the  United  States,  as  the  President  of 
the  United  States  may  direct. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  cause  the  distribution  of 
the  said  copies  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence 
to  be  made,  agreeably  to  the  foregoing  resolu- 
tion. 

Approved.  May  26,  1824. 


'H 


INDEX 


TO   THE   PROCEEDINGS   AND   DEBATES   OF   THE    FIRST   SESSION   OF 

THE   EIGHTEENTH   CONGRESS. 


SENATE. 


A.  Page. 

Accommodations  for  Congress,  Mr.  Dickerson 
submitted  a  resolution  to  appoint  a  com- 
mittee to  make  such  distribution  of  the 
rooms  of  the  Capitol  as  business  may  re- 
qair«  -.-.-..28 
aijreed  to.  and  the  committee  appointed  -  32 
report  made,  and  agreed  to        -         -         -     768 

Accountability  of  Public  Officers.     (See  Public 

Officers.) 
Accounu,. Committee  on,  appointed  .         .       27 

Acts  of  Congress,  Mr.  Barbour  submitted  a  res- 
olution in  relation  to  such,  as  may  expire 
during  the  present  session,  read  -  -  78 
read  the  second  time,  and  laid  on  the  table  81 
.Mr.  Edwards,  of  Connecticut,  submitted  a 
resolution  to  publish  with  an  index  called 
for  bj  Congress,  such,  as  are  limited     -       95 

agreed   to 102 

message  with  a  report  from  the  Secretary 

of  State  on  the  above  resolution       -         -     781 
.Mr.  Holmes  submitted  a  resolution  in  rela- 
tion to  the  expiration  of  laws         -         -       81 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary       89 

re(>orl  made 96 

laid  on  the  table 102 

Adams,  Ephraim,  and  others,  Mr.  Dickerson 
presented  a  memorial  from,  read  and  re- 
ferred      119 

Adjournment,  Mr.  Macon  submitted  a  resolution  ! 

in  relation  to,  read         ....  509  ] 

positioned  -         -         -         •         -         -515 

considered          ---.«.  627 

amended,   and  ordered  to  the  third  reading  528  < 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed            -         -  529  | 

amendments  received         ...         -  7.59  , 

concurred  in     -----         -  762 

a  resolution  from  the    House  to  appoint  a 
committee  to  report  upon  the  business  to 
be  done  before  the,  concurred  in,  and  the 

committee  appointed      ....  533 

a  report  in  part  read,  and  laid  on  the  table  570 

further  report  laid  on  the  table         -         •  655 

Senate  adjourn  tine  die     .         -         -         .  790 
Alabama,   Mr.   King   submitted  a  resolution  re- 
specting pre-emption   in  Uibb,  Conecuh, 

Henry,  and  other  counties  in          -         -  56 

agreed   to           ------  75 

bill  for  that  purpose  reported  and  read         -  110 

read  a  second  time 112 

ordered  to  the  third  reading         •         •         -117 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         •         -120 
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Alabama — continued.  Page 

a  bill  to  regulate  survey,  &c.,  of  lands  in, 
reported  and  read  -         -         _         . 

read  the  second  time         .         -         -        '. 

laid  on  the  table         ..... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading         ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Mr.  Kelly  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
State  in  relation  to  holding  the  district 
court  in  the  northern  part  of,  read  and 
laid  on  the  table    -         -  .         -         . 

Mr.  King  presented  a  resolution  of,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  improvement  of  its  navigable 
waters,  read  and  referred        .         -         . 

a  bill  to  repeal  in  part  an  act  to  enable  the 
people  of,  to  form    a   constitution,  &c.; 


reported  and  read 
read  the  second  time  .         -         -         - 

laid  on  the  table         ..... 
considered  -..-.- 

again  laid  on  the  table       .         .         .         - 
taken  up  and  considered  -         -         -         - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading         .         .         - 
title  amended,   and  the  bill  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed    ..... 
Mr.  Kelly  submitted  a  memorial  of  the  Le- 
gislature of,  praying  relief  to  certain  pur- 
chasers of  public  lands,  read  jsnd  referred 
Alden,  Judah,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of        .         .         . 
read  twice,  and  referred     .... 
reported  without  amendment     • 
laid  on  the  table         -         .         -         .         - 

Alexandria,  Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Maryland,  presented 
a  memorial  of  the  Council  of,  praying 
extension    of  their  charter,  read  and  re- 
ferred   -.-.-.. 
Mr.   Parrott  presented  a   memorial   of  the 
Turnpike  Company  of,  and  Washington, 
praying  authority  to  collect  toll,  read  and 
referred  ..-.-- 

a  bill  to  amend  the  act  for  the  establishment 

of  said  company,  reported  and  read 
read  the  second  time  .         .         -         - 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       .         -         . 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
amendments  received         .... 

concurred  in      -----         - 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 

regulate  the    inspection    of  flour  in  the 

county  of       -         ...         -         - 

read  twice,  and  referred  .    .    .    - 

reported  without  amendment  -    -    - 
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bill  ordered  to  the  third  reading  -         -     780 

read  the  third  time,   and  pa.-^sed         -  -     788 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representative*",  to 
confer  certain  powers  on  the  Levy  Court 

of 721 

read  twice,  and  referred     -         .         -         .     726 
a    memorial    from    Alexander    Moore,  and 
others  oU  praying  the  postponement  of 
the  bill,  read  and  referred        -         -         -     761 
the  bill  ordered  to  the  third  reading    -         -     786 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -     789 

Alford  Jonas,  Mr.  Ruggles  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read  and  referred  ...  333 
the  committee  discharged  -  -  -  -  339 
Alleghany  River,  Mr.  Smith  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion directing  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  connecting  by  canal  the  Susque- 
hannah  and  .         -         -         .         -       79 

read,  and  laid  on  the  table  -        -         -       85 

agreed  to  ..----90 

the  committee  discharged    from  considera- 
tion of  the  resolution      ...         -     758 

iMlen,  David,  and  others,  Mr.  Dickerson  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  read  and  referred      136 

Allen,  Zachariah,  and  others,  Mr.  Knight  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  praying  additional 
duty  on  wool,  read  and  referred     -         -       37 

Amendment  to  the  Constitution,  Mr.  Bonton 
submitted  a  resolution  for  one,  in  relation 
to  the  election  of  President  and  Vice  Pre- 
sident, read -       32 

read  the  second  time  ....       36 

referred     ..-----44 

Mr.  Hayne  submitted  a  resolution  for  an, 
in   relation  to   the  election  of  President, 
read       -         -         -         -         -         -         -41 

read  the  second  time,  and  referred     -         -       44 
Mr.   Dickerson   submitted   a  resolution    for 
an,  respecting  the  choice  of  Representa- 
tives and  Electors,  read  twice  and  refer- 
red to  a  select  committee         -         -         -       43 
reported  with  an  amendment     -         -         -     103 
considered  -  116.130,13.3,160,165,^67 

report  of  the  committee  upon  the  several  re-  * 
solutions  proposing,  in  regard  to  the  elec- 
tion  of   President    and  Vice    President, 

read 100 

recommitted 102 

resolution  that  no  one  shall  be  eligible  to 
the  office  of  President  for  more  than  two 
terms,  reported  and  read         -         -         -     103 
read  the  second  time  -         •         -         -     1 10 

considered  -         -         -         -         -         -     l-H 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         -         -     159 

passed        - 160 

the  several  resolutions  proposing  an,  re- 
specting the  election  of  President  and  Vice 
President,  under  consideration  354,  376,  402 
postponed  indefinitely  -  .  .  .  417 
Mr.  Holmes  submitted  a  resolution  for  an, 
in  relation  to  the  mode  of  determining 
the  validity  of  the  election  of  President, 
read  twice,  and  referred  -         -         -       44 

Mr,  Van  Buren  submitted   a  resolution  for 

an,  in  regard  to  election  of  President      -       73 
referred  to  the  committee  on  other  resolu- 
tions of  a  similar  nature  -         -         -       74 


Amendment  to  the  Constitution — continued.  Page. 
Mr.  .Mills  submitted  a  resolution  for  an,  in 

relation  to  the  election  of  President  -  64 
referred  ..-----74 
resolution   for  an,  proposed   by  Mr.  Taylor 

at  the  last  session,  ordered  to  be  printed  45 
Mr.  Van  Buren  submitted  a  resolution  for 

an,  in  relation  to  the  power  of  Congress 

to  make  roads  and  canals,  read        -         -136 

read  the  second  lime  -         -         -         -  138 

laid  on  the  table 151 

Arkansas,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tive* to  furnish,   for  the  use  of  the  Terri- 
tory, an   abstract  of  the   military  bounty 

lands  within  the  same,  read    -         •         -  38 
referred    -------43 

reported  without  amendment      -         -         -  61 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         -         -  63 
read  the  third  time,  and  pasaed  -         -         -  55 
.Mr.  Benton  presented   a  memorial   of  the 
Legislature  of,  praying  a  modification  oi 
the  western  boundary  line,  read  and  re- 
ferred   -------  47 

a  bill  to  fix  the  western  boundary  of,  reported 

and  read 420 

the  report  in  full 420 

the  bill  read  the  second  time      .         .         -  422 

laid  on  the  table 5t)'J 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         -         -  771 

recommitted      ......  773 

reported  with  amendments         ...  778 

read  the  third  time,  and  pamed  -         -  779 

a  bill  for  the  adjustment  of  land  claims  in, 

reported  and  read  -  -  .  .  12O 

read  the  second  time  -         -         -         -  125 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  \\% 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         -  153 
a  message  from  the  President  in  relation  to 
James  Miller,  Governor  of,  read,  and  re- 
ferred      328 

a  bill  confirming   certain  acts  of  the  Gov- 
ernor,  and  for  other   purposes,  reported, 

and  read  twice        -         .         -         .         .  428 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  449 

read  the  third  time,  and  paused  ...  462 
a   bill    to   provide  a   Surveyor  General  for, 

reported,  and  read  -         -         -         -         -  421 

read  the  second  time  .....  424 

postponed  indefinitely         ....  770 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 

extinguish  the  Cjuapau  title  to  lands  in    -  737 

read  twice,  and  referred     -         -         -         .  744 

reported  without  amendment      -         .         .  748 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  78O 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  787 
a  bill  for  the  adjustment  of  land  claims  in, 

reported,  and   read  -         -         -         -  120 

read  the  second  time  ....  |25 

ordered  to  the  third  reading         ...  148 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .         -  -152 

(See  Pre-emption. — See  Missouri.) 

Arraistead,  W.   K.,   Mr.  Barbour  presented  the 

petition  of,  read,  and  referred  -         -  747 

Armories,  a  report  of  the  ex  penditures  at  the  N  a- 

tional,  dec,  read     -         .         .         .         .  448 

Arms,  Lemuel,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of         ...  582 
read  twice,  and  referred     ....  592 
reported  without  amendment      ...  655 
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Arms,  Lemuel — continued.  Page. 

bill  ordered  to  the  third  reading         -         .     747 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         .         .     750 
Army,  so  much  of  the  President's  Message  as 
refers  to  the,  fortifications.  Military  .Acad- 
emy, Ac,  referred   to  the  Committee  on 

Military  Affairs 37 

Army  Register,  a  copy  of  the,  for  each  membec, 

transmitted  by  the  Secretary  of  War         -       95 
Ashmead,  John,  and   others,   Mr.  Findlay   pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  read,  and  referred     233 
Atkinson,  Moses,  and  others,  Mr.  Holmes  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  read,  and  referred     258 
adverse  report  made  -  -  .         -         .     307 

agreed  to 309 

Auction  Sales,  Mr.  Smith  presented  a  memorial 
of  a    number   of    citizens   of    Baltimore 
against,  read,  and  referred      •         -         -     123 
the  committee  discharged  -         -         -         .     775 
Axson,  Samuel  J.,  Mr.  Elliott  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read,  and  referred       -         .         .116 
committee  discharged         ....     342 

B. 

Babbit,  Jacob,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of,  read  twice,  and 
referred  ---..-        77 

reported  without  amendment     ...       89 
ordered  to  the  third  reading         -         .         .      103 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         .110 
Bacot,  Thomas  W.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
RepresenUtives    for    the    relief    of,    read 
twice,  and  referred  -  -         -         -       53 

reported  without  amendment  -  -  .  55 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  .  .  .  yg 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -       77 

Baker,  James,  and  others,  Mr.  Findlay  presented 

the  petition  of,  read,  and  referred    -  -     233 

Baker,  Lewis,  and  others,   Mr.    Dickerson  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  rend,  and  referred     119 
Balize.      (See  Louisiana.) 

Ball,  William  Lee,  a  message  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  announcing  the  death 

of 313 

resolution  to  attend  the  funeral  of         -         -     3.14 
Bank,  United  States,  a  report  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  in  relation  to  dividends 
paid  or  payable  by  the  -  -  -  -       25 

Bankruptcy,  Mr.  Smith  presented  a  memorial  of 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Baltimore, 
praying  an   uniform  system  of,  read,  and 

referred 107 

Barl>our,  James,  of  Virginia,  attended       -         -         9 
remarks  of,  on   claims  due   to  Virginia  for 

advances  during  the  late  war            -         27,   34 
on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Francis  Hender- 
son          87,  99 

on  the  transportation  of  the  mail         -         -     118 
on  proposed  amendments  to  the  Constitu- 
tion            158,  411 

speech  of,  on  the  same  ....  3S8 
on  the  bill  for  additional  sloops  of  war  -  210 
remarks  of,  on  the  same  .  -  .  226,  233 
on  Imprisonment  for  Debt  -  .         -     276 

on  the  purchase  of  cannon,  &c.  •         .     333 

on  the  Taritf  bill        -         -         -         .     657,  658 
Barnstable  Bay.      (See  Buzzard's  Bay.) 
Barllett,  William,  John  Stearns,  Nathaniel  Car- 
ver, and   others,  bill  from   the  House  of 
Representatives  for  the  relief  of,  read      -       77 


Bartlett,  William — continued. 

bill  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
re|K)rted  without  amendment     -         .         . 
debated,  and  laid  on  the  table     -         .         . 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       -         -         - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Bartlett,  William,  and  others,  of  Newburyport, 
Mr.  Mills  presented  the  memorial  of,  rela- 
tive  to   French  depredations,  read,  And 
referred  .         -         -         .         _      - 1 

Mr.  Lloyd  presented  similar  memorial  of, 
read,  and   referred  -         .         .         . 

Barton,  David,  of  Missouri,  attended 
Baton  Rouge,  Mr.  Johnson  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion for  making  a  post  road  from  Opelou- 
sas  to- 

laid  on  the  table 

bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  rela- 
tive to  a  public  lot  at      - 
read,  and  referred       -         .         -         -         . 
reported  without  amendment     .        -         - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         -         . 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  . 
bill    from    the     House    of    Representatives 
granting   a  tract  of  land  to  West,  read 
twice,  and  referred  .... 

reported  --..-.- 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  -  . 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -    ,    - 

Baudin,  Nicholas,  Mr.   King  of  Alabama  pre- 
sented   the    petition  of  Nicholas  Cook, 
agent    for    the    heirs   of,    read,    and   re- 
ferred   --.-.-. 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of,  and  the 

heirs  of  Joseph  Chastang,  reported 
read  the  second  time          .... 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         -         . 
read  the  third  time,  and   passed 
Bayly,  Mountjoy,  Doorkeeper  and  Sergeant-at- 
Arras,  a  resolution  authorizing,  to  employ 
an   assistant,  read   twice         ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .         .         - 
Beard,  David,  bill  from  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives for  the  relief  of,  read  twice,  and 
referred           ---.-- 
reported  without  amendment     -         -         - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        .         -         - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Beesley,   Thomas,    and   others,    Mr.   Mcllvaine 
presented  the  petition  of,  praying  increase 
of  duty  on  imported  iron,  read,  and  re- 
ferred     -         . 

Bell,  Samuel,  of  New  Hampshire,  attended 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  settling  claims 
against  the  United  States        .         -         . 
Belt,  Benjamin  M.     (See  Langley,  Hezekiah.) 
Bennett.     (See  Napier,  Jlrc.) 
Bennett,  Joshua,  bill  from  the  House   of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  of    ... 
read  twice,  and  referred     -        -         -         . 
reported  without  amendment      ... 
laid  on  the  table         ..... 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        .         .         - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Benneville,  Daniel,  Mr.  Findlay  presented   the 
petition  of,  respecting  the  tariff,  read,  and 
referred  .-..-. 

Benton,  Thomas  H.,  of  JVfissouri,  attended 
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^Penton,  Thomas  H. — continued.  Page. 

(  speech  of,  on  a  proposed  amendment  to  the 

Constitution,  relative  to  the  election   of 
President       ----.. 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  carry  into  effect  the 
bill  to  protect  the  Indian  fur  trade  - 

remarks  of,  on  the  same     -         -         .     456, 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  the  sarveys  of  roads 
and  canals  •  - 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  disposal  of  re- 
fuse lands      ---... 

on  the  Tariff  bill        ..... 

on  his  resolution  in  relation    to   domestic 

hemp 

Bertrand,  J.  F.,  and  others,  Mr.  Johnson  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  praying  alteration  of 
the  naturalization  laws,  read, and  referred 
Berry,  Taylor.  (See  Le  Situr,  Firman.) 
Blagrove,  William,  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  of,  read  twice, 
and  referred  -..--. 

reported   with   amendment         ... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Btean,  Robert,  bill  from  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives for  the  relief  of  .... 
read  twice,  and  referred  -  -  .  . 
reported  without  amendment  ... 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Bloomfield,  John,  and  others,  .Mr.  Hayne  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  praying  a  modifica- 
tion of  the  alien  laws,  read,  and  referred 
Blount,  J.  G.,  and  others.  Mr.  Branch  presented 
a  memorial  of,  in  relation  to  French  Spo- 
liations, read,  and  referred      .         .         - 
Boardman,   Elijah,  resolution  of  respect  for  the 
memory  of     -         -         ...         - 
Boker,  Chailes,  and  others,  Mr.  Dfckerson  pre- 
sented a  memorial  of,   concerning    duty 
on  foreign  iron,  read,  and  referred  • 
Bombergiu,  William,  and  others,  Mr.    Findlay 
presented  the  memorial  ot)  respecting  the 
tariff,  read,  and  referred  ... 

Books  and   .Maps,  Mr.   Dickerson  submitted   a 
resolution  to  appoint  a  committee  to  pur- 
chase, for  the  use  of  Congress 
agreed  to- 
Bowen,  William,  and  others,   Mr.  Findlay  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  respecting  duty  on 
foreign  iron,  read,  and  referred 
Boyd,  Joseph  C,   Mr.   Chandler  presented  the 
petition  of,  stating  his  inability  to  settle 
bis  accounts  from  the  loss  of  papers,  read, 
and  referred  --.... 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported  and  read     - 
read  the  second  time  .... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading         ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Brace,  Stephen,  bill  from   the   House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of       -         .         . 
read >«*^ce,  and  referred     .... 
reported  without  amendment      .         .         - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading         ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Bradford,  Charles,  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives fur  the  relief  of  the  hejrs  of      -     582 
read  twice,  and  referred     -         -         -         -     793 
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Bradford,  Charles — continued.                                Page- 
bill  reported  without  amendment        -        .  675 
ordered  to  the  third  reading         •         •         -  74 'J 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  752 
Branch,  John,  of  North  Carolina,  attended        .  11 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  secure  the  account- 
ability of  public  officers           -         -      237,241 
rcAiarks  on  a  resolution  proposing  an  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution         -         -         -  41 1 
Brick,  Joshua,  and  others,  Mr.  Mcllvaine  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  praying  increase  of 
duty  on  iron,  read,  and  referred       •         .  430 
Bridges,  Benjamin,  .Mr.  Johnson  presented  the 

petition  of,  read,  and  referred           -         .  322 
Brooke,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented 
the  memorial  of,  praying  a  revision  of  the 
tariff,  read,  and  referred           -          -         -  113 
Brooks,  P.  C.  and  others,  Mr.  Lloyd  presented 
the  petition  of,  in  relation  to  French  spoil* 
ations,  read,  and  referred         ...  1O8 
Brooks,  James,  Jehu, and  Nathaniel,  a  bill  from 
the  House  of  Representatives  for  the  re- 
lief of,  and  their  heirs     -         .         .         •617 
read  twice,  and  referred     ....  653 
reported  without  amendment      ...  690 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  749 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed            •          .  752 
Bronson,  Alvin,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of       ...  570 
read  twice,  and  referred     ....  573 
reported  without  amendment     ...  592 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  747 
read  the  third   time,  and  passed          •         .  750 

Brotherton,   Robert,  a  bill  from   the  House   of 

Representatives  for  the  relief  of    -         .  657 

read  twice,  and  referred     ....  676 

reported  without  amendment      ...  690 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         .         .  749 

read  the  third   time,  and  pa.osed         -         .  752 

Brown,  Daniel,  the    i>etition  of,  called   up,  .ind 

referred 206 

has  leave  to  withdraw  his  papers         •         .  783 

Brown,  Ethan  Allen,  of  Ohio,  attended     -         -  11 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  opening  certain 

roads  in  Florida               -         -       291,292,294 
Brown,  James,  of  Louisiana,  attended       -         -  9 
letter  from,  resigning  his  seat  in  the  Senate  27 
Brown,  Jonas  B.,   and  others,    Mr.    Mills  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  in  relation  to  the 
lanS,  read,  and  laid  on  the  table     -         -617 
Brown,  Samuel,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives  fur   issuing    letters  patent  to, 
read,  and  referred  .....  242 
reported  without  amendment     ...  274 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         -         -  301 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         .         -  305 
Brush,  Elijah,  a  bill  from   the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  ot       -         -         -  582 
read  twice,  and  referred     ....  592 
reported  without  amendment     ...  656 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  717 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -         .  750 
Burd,  Paul,  and  others,  .Mr.  .VIcllvaiiie  presented 

the  petition  of.  read,  and  referred    -         -  3.')3 
Burns,  Malachi,  a  bill  from   the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  of    -         -          -  582 
read  twice,  and  referred     -         .         .     592,  593 
reported  without  amendment     -         -         -  616 
laid  on  the  table         .....  745 
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Butts,  .Mark,  and  others,    Mr.    Lloyd  presented 

the  petition  of,  read,  and  referred    -         .     204 
Buzzard's  Bay,  Mr.  Lloyd  submitted   a  resolu- 
tion directing   the  Committee  on    Roads 
and  Canals  to  make  inquiries  in  relation 
to  a  canal  between   Barnstable,  and         -       83 
agreed  to  .....       §9 

C. 

Cadwallader,  Mitchener,  Mr.  King  presented  the 
petition    of,  praying  leave    to  copy  Stale 
papers,  4c.,  read,  and  referred 
Caldwell,  John,  and  others,    Mr.  Lannian  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  relative  to  French 
»jK)lialions,  read,  and  referred 
Camp,  Jesse,  Mr.  Ruggles  presented   the   peti- 
tion  of,  read,  and  referred       ... 
committee  discharged         -         .         .         . 
Canada,  Nathaniel,  Mr.  Lanman  presented  the 

petition  of,  read,  and   referred 
Canby,  Israel  T.,  Mr.  Noble  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read,  and  referred        ... 
Cannon,   Bombs,  dec,  a   bill  for  the  supply  of, 
read       -----.. 
read  the  second   time,  and  referred     - 
reported  without  amendments    -         .         - 
debated      --..-.. 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  tune,  and  pjssed 
Capitol,  statement  of  William  Lambert  relative 
to  the  longitude  of  the,  read  ... 
ordered  to  be  printed         .... 
a  bdl   from  the  House    of  Representatives 
making  appropriations  for  furnishing  the 

rooms  in  the 

read  twice,  and  referred     .... 

reported    ....... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 
read  the  third   time,  and  passed 
(See  Accommodations.) 
Carlisle    .\rtillery,  .Mr.    Findlay   presented    the 
petition  of  the,   praying   to  be    received 
into  service,  read,  and  referred 
Carr,  Thomas,  and  others,  .Mr.  Hayne  presented 
the   petition  of,   against   an    increase  of 
duties,  read,  and  referred         ... 

Carroll,  Daniel,   of  Duddington,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Represenutives  for  the    relief 

of 

read  twice,  and  referred  -  .  -  . 
reported  without  amendment  ... 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Carter,  John,  of  Kentucky,  a  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  tor  the  relief  of 
read  twice,  and  referred     -  -         .         . 

reported  without  amendment     ... 
laid  on  the  table         •         .         .         .         . 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Carver,  Nathaniel.     (See  liariUtt,   William.) 
Case,  Loudon,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre* 
sentativps  for  the  relief  of,    read    twice, 
and  referred  -----       66 

reported  without  amendment  ...  80 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  -  -  85 
read  the  third  time,  and  p.i8sed  -         -       89  1 
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Castine,  a  bill    from  the  House  of  Represenu- 
tives for  the  relief  of  certain  persons  in     - 

read  twice,  and  referred     .... 

reported  without  amendment    -         -         . 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Causici,  Enrico,  a  letter  from,  announcing  the 
completion  of  a  group  of  statuary  for  the 
Capitol,  referred     -         .         -         .         . 

committee  discharged         .... 

.Mr.  Eaton  submitted  a  resolution  directing 
the  payment  of  .$1,000  to,  read      - 

the  third  reading  negatived 
Cazenove,  Anthony    C,   and   others,  Mr.  Van 
Dyke   presented   the  petition  of,  against 
the  recession  of  Alexandria,  read,  and  re- 
ferred   ----.-. 

tlie  committee  discharged  ... 

Chandler,  John,  of  Maine,  attended 

is  qualified 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sam'l 

Gilbert 

on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Francis  Hender- 
son       '-.....       ^^ 
on  bill  for  additional  sloops  of  war  139,  149,  224 
on  the  purchase  of  cannon,  6cc.  -         .     331 

on  the  bill  for  settling  claims  against  the 

United  Slates         .         .         .         -         -     477 
on  the  Tariff  bill         -         .         -         .         .     594 

Ch.indler,    Walter  8.,  Mr.   Johnson  presented 

the  memorial  of,  referred         -         -         -  54 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  and  read    -  147 

read  the  second  time         -         -         .         _  151 

recommitted      --....  154 

reported  with  amendments         ...  166 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  257 
amended,  by  adding  the  name   of  Samuel 

Ward,  and  passed           ....  258 
Chapin,  Samuel,  and  others,  Mr.  Findlay  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  praying  a  modifica- 
tion of  the  Tariff,  read,  a'nd  referred       -  233 
Chaplain  elected .30 

Charleston,    Mr.  Hayne  presented  a  memorial 
of  the  citizens  of,  in  relation  to  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  read,  and  referred  -       48 
the  committee  discharged  ...     757 

.Mr.  Hayne   submitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing a  navy  yard  at         -         ...       56 
sgrced  to  ......       75 

Mr.  H.  presented  the  memorial  of  a  number 
of  merchants  of,  in  relation  to  French  spo- 
liations, read  and  referred       -         -         -     111 
Mr.H.  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce  of,   praying  a  uniform  sys- 
tem of  bankruptcy,  read,  and  referred     -     206 
Mr.  H.  presented  the  memorial  of  William 
Drayton  and  others  of,  against  an  increase 
of  duties,  read,  and  referred    ...     265 
a  bill  for  the  further  survey  of  the  harbor  of, 
and   the  coast  of  Florida,  reported,  and 
read  twice     ----..     716 

amended,  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading       737 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -     747 

C  has  tang,  Joseph.     (See  Baudin,  NichoUu.) 
Cherokee  Indians,  a  communication  from  a  del- 
egation of,  concerning  Georgia  lands,  laid 
on  the  table 522 
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Cherokee  Indians — continued.  Page 

Mr.  Benton  presented  the  memorial  of  John 
Ross  and  others,  in  relation  to  their  pow- 
er to  impose  taxes,  read  and  referred 
Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company, 
Mr.  Findlay  presented  the  memorial  of 
the,  praying  the  aid  of  Congress,  read, 
and  referred  .         .         .         .         - 

a  communication  from  the  President  of  the, 
referred  .--.-. 

a  bill  authorizing  a  subscription  to  the  stock 
of  the,  reported  aud  read         ... 
report  in  full  .        .        -        .        - 

the  bill  read  the  second  time      ... 
laid  on  the  table       .         .         .         .         - 
Chcsley,  William   F.,  and  others,  Mr.   Smith 
presented  the  petition  of,    read,  and  re- 
ferred   .-----. 
adverse  report  made-         -         -         • 
laid  on  the  table         .         .         .         -         - 
Child,  John  T.,  and  others.   Mr.   D'Wolf  pre- 
sen  ted  the  petition  of,  relative  to  French 
'depredations,  read,  and  referred 
Chitds,  Thomas.     (See  Willard^  Julius.) 
Chitwood,  Sarah,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  of,  read    - 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendments   -         .         - 
laid  on  the  table         ..... 
Christ  Church,  Mr.  Lloyd  presented  a  memo- 
rial of  the  vestry  of,  read,  and  referred    - 
a  bill  for  enclosing  the  burial  ground  of,  re- 
ported, and  .'^ead    -         -         .         -         - 
read  the  second  lime  .... 

laid  on  the  tsbie         .         .         .         -         . 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        -»         . 
Circuit  Courts.     (See  Judiciary.) 

Claims,  the  Committee  on,  appointed 

committee  on,  discharged  .... 
a  bill  for  the  settlement  of  pecuniary,  re- 
ported,  read,  and  referred        ... 
reported  without  amendment 
considered  .... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  ... 
read  the  third  time  -  .  -  .  . 
a  motion  to  recommit  the  bill  ... 
recommitted  -.-... 
reported  without  amendment  ... 
considered  -...-. 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  ... 
its  passage  negatived  .... 

Clarke,  Audley,  and  others,  Mr.  D'Wolf  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  praying  indem- 
nity for  French  depredations,  read,  and 
referred 

Clarke,  John,   and  others,   Mr.  Dickerson  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  praying  increase 
of  duty  on  iron,  read,  and  referred  - 
Clark,  Archibald,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  reUef  of   - 
read  twice,  and  referred     -         -         .         . 
reported  without  amendment      -         .         . 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Clarke,   Isaac,   Mr.   Barton   presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read,  and  referred 
the  committee  discharged,  his  case  having 
been  eml<raced  in  a  general  act       -         -     749 
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Clayton,  Thomas,  of  Delaware,  attended  - 
Clerke,  T.  W.,  and  others,  Mr.  Van  Buren  pre- 
sented   the    petition    oi,    relative   to   the 
alien  laws,  read,  and  referred 
Clerks,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
in  relation  to  the  compensation  of  - 

similar  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War    - 

report  from  the  Postmaster  General,  stating 
the  number  of,  in  his  office     .         .         - 

a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State  respect- 
ing the  number,  Ac,  of  -         -         - 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  ail  additional  number  of,  6lc.,  in  the 
several  Departments,  read  twice,  and  re- 
ferred   ------- 

reported    ...---- 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       .         .         - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         - 
Cleveland,    Samuel,   a  bill  from   the    House   of 
Representatives  for  the  relief  of 

read  twice,  and  referred     -         -         -         - 

reported  without  amendment     .         -         - 

laid  on  the  table         -         .         .         -         - 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -         -         - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
Cocke,  William,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  of,  and  J.  T. 
Johnson         .--•-- 

read  twice,  and  referred     -  .         -         - 

reported  without  amendment      -         -  - 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 

reaJ  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Cod  Fisheries.      (See   Vestets.) 
Colburn,  Reuben,  Mr.  Chandler  presented  the 
petition  of,  read,  and  referred 

adverse  report  made  -         -         -         .         . 

considered  .-..-. 

agreed  to- 
Collier,  Charles  M.,   a  bill    from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  the  relief  of      - 

read  i\nd  referred        -         -         .         .  . 

reported  without  amendment     .         .         - 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Collyer,  Isaac,  and  others,  a  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  the   relief  of 

read  twice,  and  referred     -         -         -         . 

reported  without  amendment     ... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Columbia  Turnpike  Company,  Mr.   Lloyd   pre- 
sented the  memorial  of  the  president  and 
directors  of  the.  read,  and  referred  - 

a  bill  to  incorporate  the  company,  reported 
and  read         ...... 

read  the  second  time  .... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Columbian    College,    Mr.  Lloyd,  of  .Maryland, 
presented  the  memorial  of  the  trustees  of 
the,  read,  and  referred    -         -         .         . 

a  bill  for  the  benefit  of,  reported  and  read 

report  in  full 

bill  rend  the  second  time  -         -         -         . 

debated     ....... 

the  third  reading  refused    -  .         .         . 

Columbian  Institute,  a  bill    from   the  House  of 

Representatives  for  the  benefit  of  the     - 
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Columbian  Institute — continued. 

bill  read  twice,  and  referred       -         -         . 
reported  without  amendment     -         .         . 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,    and  passed 
Columbus,  communications  from  the  SecreUry 
of  State  in  relation  to  a  portrait  of,  read, 
and  referred            -         -          -         .         . 
resolutions  to  provide  a  place  for  the   por- 
trait, reported 

read  the  second  time  -         .         .         . 

laid  on  the  table 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Commerce  and    Manufactures,   the   Committee 
on,  appointed          -          -         -         .         . 
•o  much  of  the  President's  Message  as  re- 
late* to,  referred  to  the  above  committee 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary    of  the    iNavy 
transmitting  statemenu  of  the 
Committees,  usual  orders   for  the   appointment 
of  the    -         -         -         .         .         . 
Mr.  Eaton  submitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing chairmen  of  the         .... 
considered,  amended,    and   ordered  to  the 
third  reading           -          .         .         .         . 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Mr.  Barbour  submitted  a  resolution  for  the 
ap{)ointment  of  all,  by  the  presiding  offi- 
cer, unless  otherwise  ordered 
adopted     ----... 
Congress,  .Mr.   Holmes,  of  Maine,  submitted  a 
resolution  that  the  next  session  of,  meet 
at  an  earlier  |>eriod        -         -         .         . 
amended  and  laid  on  the  table  - 
Contingent  Fund,  statements  in  relation  to  ex- 
penditures from   the.  read 
Contingent   Expenses,    an   abstract    exhibiting, 
read 

"  Constitution,"  .Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  pre- 
sented a  petition  of  Thomas  Johnson  and 
the  ollicers  and  crew  of  the  ship,  read, 
and  refirred  -         -         .         .         . 

adverse  report  made  .... 

laid  on  the  table         -         -         -     .    - 
concurred  in     -         -         ...         . 
Conway,  Samuel.     (See  Rush,  John.) 
Cook,  Nicholas.     (See  Bauditi,  Nic/io/as.) 
Cooper,    David,    leave  given,    to  withdraw   bis 
papers  --..... 
a  bill  from  the  House   of  Representatives 

for  the  relief  of 

read  twice,  and  referred     .... 
reported  without  amendment    -         .         . 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,   and  passed 
Coppurk,  William.     (See  Evans,  T/wmas.) 
Copy-Rights,   Mr.  Lowrie   intioduced  a  bill    to 
extend,  to  authors  of  paintings  and  <lraw- 
ings,  read       ---... 
read  a  second  tiitie,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     ... 
considered  --..-. 

a  third  reading  refused      .... 

Cordage,  Mr.  Lloyd  submitted  a  resolution  call- 
ing on  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  in- 
formation in  regard  to  the  quantity  of, 
manufHCturcd  from  domestic  hemp  for 
the  NaTjr 
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617  resolution  agreed  to  .....     133 

691  report  in   reply  laid  on  the  table         -         -     297 

~80  I  a  bill  allowing  drawback  on  the  exportation 

of,  reported  and  read     -         -         .         -     128 
read  the  second  time  ....     142 

considered  -         -         -         .         .     2431  499 

laid  on  the  table 509 

Mr.  Benton  submitted  a  resolution  request- 
ing the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  10  report 
next  session  why  American  hemp  is  not 
used  for  --.-.. 

considered         -         -  , 

agreed  to  ...... 

Coie,  Daniel  W.,  leave  given  to  withdraw  his 

papers 

Crimea,  a  bill  for  the  punishment  of.  in  arsenals, 
navy  yards,  &c,  reported,  read  twice,  and 
referred  ---... 

reported  without  amendment     -         -         - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Crosby,  John,  Mr.   Holmes  presented  the  me- 
morial of,  in  relation  to  French  spolia- 
tions, read  and  referred  -         .         .         . 
Custom-House  Officers.     (See  OJicer$  of  Cus- 
toms.) 

D. 

Davidson,  William.     (See  White,  Joseph  M.) 
Davis,  Charles  B.,  Mr.  Eaton  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  read,  and  referred     -         .         - 
adverse  report  made  -         -         .         . 

laid  on  the  table 

agreed  to  ---.._ 

Davis,  Mary  and  Solomon,  Mr.  Lloyd  presented 
the  petition  of,  read  and  referred     - 
committee  thereon  discharged    -         .         . 
Davis,  Matthew,  and   others,  Mr.  Findlay  pre- 
sented a  memorial  of,  praying  an  increase 
of  duly  on  iron,  read,  and  referred  - 
Davis,  William,  and  others,  Mr.  .Mills  presented 
the  petition  of,  in  relation  to  French  spo- 
liations, read,  and  referred      ... 
'  .Mr.  Lloyd  presented  another  petition  of,  on 
t  the  same  sabject,  read,  and  referred 
Debt,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  persons  imprisoned 

for,  reported,  and  read  twice  -         .       38 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         .         -43 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         .       47 

amendment  received  -         -         -         -       53 

considered  and  referred      -         ...       54 
report  made      ......       77 

amendment  agreed  to         -         ...       S5 
Declaration  of  Independence,  a  communication 
from  the  Sectetary  of  State  in  relation  to 
the  distribution  of  certain  copies  of  the, 
read  and,  referred  -         ....       92 

resolution  directing   their  distribution,  re- 
ported and  read     -         -         -  .         -     431 

read  a  second  time 446 

laid  on  the  table 52 1 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -         .         .     778 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         .     779 

Krafft,  Edward,  Mr.   Lowrie   presented  the 
petition  of.  praying  a  subscription  to  cer- 
tain copies  of  the  Journals  of  the  Old 
Congress,  read  and  referred  -         -         -       37 
resolution  authorizing  the   purchase  of  ten 

copiej.  reported 322 

agreed  to,  and  the  committee  discharged    -     342 
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Delaware  Canal.     (See  Chesapeake  and  Dela- 
ware Canal.) 
Delaware  River,  Mr.  Findlay  eubmitted  a  reso- 
lution for  opening  a  canal  between  the 
Susquebannah  and         .         -         .         - 

laid  on  the  table 

Deming,  Dcmas,  assignee  of  Hugh  Glen,  Mr. 
Noble  presented  the  petition  of,  read,  and 
referred  -         -         -         -         "  •  >. ' 

the  comniitlee  thereon  discharged 
Dennie,  'J'homas.   and  others,  Mr.   Lloyd    pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  against  the  tartii' 
bill,  read,  and  laid  on  the  table 
Denton,    Stephen,    and  others,   Mr.    Dickerson 
presented  the   nienional  of,  praying  in- 
crease of  duty  on  iron,  read,  and  relerred 
Dcsobry,  Benjamin,  a  bill  from    the   House  of 
Representatives  for  the  relief  of     - 
read  twice,  and  referred     .         -         -         - 
reported  witheut  amendment     .         -         - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       .  -  - 

read  the  third  time,  and  pas:»ed 
Detroit,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  the  relief  of  the  Church  of  St.  Anne, 
and  for  the  extension   of  Larned   street 
in  the  town  of,  read  twice  and  referred  - 
reported  with  amendments         ... 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       .  -  - 

read  th#)  third  time,  and  pai-sed 
Devezin,  Charles  Oliver.  Mr.  Johnson  of  Loui- 
siana presented  the  petition  of,  read,  and 
referred  -..-.- 

the  committee  discharged  ... 

Dickerson,  Mahlon,  of  New  Jersey,  attended     - 
speech  of,  on  a  proposed  ajntndment  to  the 

Constitution  ....      151,  402 

remarks  of,  on  the  same    -         -      3fi6,  370,  416 
on  the  bill   allowing    a  drawback   on   the 
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exportation  of  cordage   - 
on  the  purchase  of  cannon,  &c. 
speech  of,  on  the  Indian  fur  trade 
remarks  of,  on  the  same  - 
speech  of,  on  the  Tarifl'bill 
remarks  of,  on  the  same    -       590, 


-  250 
.     331 

-  449 

-  457 

-      584,  693 
615,  660,  689 


Dill,  Eliza,  daughter  of  General  St.   Clair,  .Mr. 
Noble  presented  the  petition  of,  read,  and 
referred  ...... 

Direct  Taxes,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  respecting  the  amount  due, 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed 
Distillers,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  the  relief  of  certain,  in  Berks 
county,  Penrisylvania,  read     - 

read  the  second  time,  and  referred     - 

reported  without  amendment      ... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for 
the  relief  of  certain,  read  twice,  und  re- 
ferred   .----.. 

reported    -         - 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

District  of  Columbia,  Committee  on  the,  ap- 
pointed ...... 

Mr.  Eaton  submitted  a  resolution  in  rela- 
tion to  the  judicial  code  of  the 

agreed  to  -.--.- 
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District  of  Columbia — continued.  Page 

a  bill  altering  the  times  of  holding  the  courts 

in  the,  reported,  and  read  twice     - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
amendments  received         .         -         -         - 
concurred  in      -         -         -         -         •         " 
(See  Registers  of  Wills.) 
Donelson,  John,  and   Stephen  Heard,  a  bill  ft)r 
the  relief  of,  introduced,  read  twice,  and 

referred 

reported  without  amendment     -         -         - 
consi«lcred         ------ 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       .         -         - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
amendments  received         .         .         .         - 
concurred  in      -         -         -         ••         * 
Doorkeeper,  Mr.  Lanman  submitted  a  resolution 
authorizing  the,  Mountjoy  Bayly,  to  em- 
ploy one  assistant  and  two  horses,  read 
twice     .------ 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -         -         - 
Doughty,  John   C,  and  others,  Mr.  Dickerson 
presented   the   petition  of,  in  relation  to 
the  tariff,  read  and  referred     ... 
Dowlen,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Findlay  present- 
ed the  petition  of,  praying  an  increase  of 
duty  on  iron,  read,  and  referred 
Drayton,  William,  and  others,  the  memorial  of, 
against  an  increase  of  duties,  read,   and 
referred  ..---- 

Drawbacks,  .Mr.  D'Wolf  submitted  a  resolution 

in  relation  to,  on  domestic  manufactures 

when  the  material  is  of  foreign  growth  - 

agreed  to  ...... 

a  bill  allowing,  on  the  exportation  of  cord. 

age,  reported,  and  read  .         .         - 

read  the  second  time  .... 

considered  .         .         -         .         .     243, 

laid  on  the  table 

Dry  Dock,  Mr.  Lloyd  submitted  a  resolution  for 
the  construction  of  a      - 
agreed  to  ...--. 

Duane,  William,  a  letter  received  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  respecting  the  amount  of 
a  judgment  obtained  against  - 
Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the  petition  of,  read, 

and  referred 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  rej)orted,  and  read    - 
read  the  second  time  .         -         .         - 

laid  on  the  table 

debated,  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading  . 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Dubord,  Anna,  the  petition  of,  presented  last 
session,  referred  .  .  .  .  - 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  and  read  - 
read  the  second  time  .         -         -         - 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Duncan.  Jonas,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  of  - 
read  twice,  and  referred     -         -         .         . 
reported  without  amendment     -         -         - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Duties  on  Imports,  a  bill  in  relation  to,  and  ton- 
nage, read  twice,  and  referred 
reported  with  amendments         -         .         . 
debated     -----.. 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
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Duties  on  Imports — continued.  Page, 

a  bill  fiom  the  House  of  Representatives  to 


amend   the  acts  laying,  read  •         -         .     524 
considered  .-..._     r^..^ 

referred     -.--..  co, 

1-1  -  -      ool 

reported  with  amendments         ...     5^9 

considered  583,  591,  615,  618,  6.>J,  658,  675,  691 
,    ,  703,  710- 

amended-         -         .         .       711,712,713,715 
considered  -         .        717,723,727,734,738 


passed        ... 

disagreement  to  the  amendmenLs 

com^idered  --•-.. 

committee  of  conference  appointed     - 

report  of  the  committee  made  and  agreed  to 

Mr.  Barbour  submitted  a  resolution  for  print- 
ing und  distributing  a  number  of  copies 
ol  the  act        -  -  .  .  .  . 

laid  on  the  table 

Mr.  Lloyd  submitted  a  resolution  calhng  for 
a  report  at  the  next  sesMon  of  the  effect 
upon  the  revenue  of  the  act    - 

laid  on  the  table  -  .  .  -  . 

agreed  to- 

a  bill  from  the  Houbc  of  Representatives  to 
revive  and  continue  in  force  certain  sec- 
tions of  an  act  respecting,  and  tonnage  - 

rea<l,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendmenU    -         .         - 
Duval,    .Mareen,   a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives !or  the  relief  of  - 

read  tv\ice,  and  referred     -         -         .         , 

reported  without  amendment     -         .         . 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         -         . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
D'Widf,  Jiinieii.  of  Rhode  Island,  attended 

speech  of,  on  the   bill    allowing   drawbacks 
on  cordage     --.... 
remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill      -  .     591,   658 

Dyott,  'i'.  W.,  Mr.  Fmdlay  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  respecting  a  modification  of  the 
Tariff,  read,  and  relerred 
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£. 
Barl,  Elijah,  and  others,  Mr.   Findlay  presented 
a  memorial  of,  in  relation  to  French  spo. 
liutions,  read,  and  rcf.  rred       .         .         t 
Earl,  Anthony   S.,  and   others,    Mr.   .Mcllvaine 
presented  the  petitum  of,   praying  an  in- 
crease of  duty  on  iron,  read,  and  referred 
Earle,  William  N.,  a  bill  from  the  Hou<e  of  Rc- 
pre>entative8  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice, 
and  relerred   ---... 
reported  vviihout  amendments     ... 
orilercd  to  the  third  readii.'i;        ... 
read  the  third  tune,  and  passed  -  .         . 

Easlon,  Sarah,  .Mr.  Lloyd  presented  the  petition 
of,  and  Dorothy  Storer,  daughters  of  Col. 
R.  H.  Harrison,  reud,  and  referred  - 
udverw  report  made  ..... 
luid  on  the  table         -  -         .         -         . 

considered  ----.. 

agieed  to- 
Eatoti,  Jolin  H.,  of  Tennessee,  attended    - 

rern.irks  of,  on  the  Tarillbill       ... 
Eaton,   William,  Mr.  Edwartis  presented  a  peti- 
tion of,  praying  a  settlement  of  accounts, 
read,  and  referred  -         -         .         -  . 

adverse  report  made  -         -         .         .         . 

18ih  Co.N.  Ibi  SEse.— B 
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Eaton,  William — continued. 

report  laid  on  the  table      .         -         .         _ 

leave  given  him  to  withdraw  his  papers      - 

Edington,  James,  Mr.  Kelly  presented  a  petition 

of,  read,  and  referred      -         -         -         . 

the  committee  discharged  -         .         .         _ 

Edwards,  Henry,  of  Connecticut,  attended 

remarks  of,  on  bis  resolution  respecting  lim- 
ited acts         ----._ 

Edwards,  Ninian,  of  Illinois,  attended 

remarks  of,    on   the    bill    for   the   relief  of 
Francis  Henderson         -         .         -         . 
resignation  of    - 
Edwardsv-lle,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  define  the  boundary  of,  and 
Springfield  land  districts,  read 
read   the  second  time,  and  referred     - 
re|K)rted  without  amendment      -         .         . 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
Elliott,  John,  of  Georgia,  attended     -         -         - 
remarks  of,  t  n  his  resolution  in  relation  to 
F'lorida  land  titles  -         -         .         .         . 
remarks  of,  on  the  Florida  road   bill    - 
speech  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill 
Elliott,  William,  and   others,   Mr.    Hayne   pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  protesting  against 
an  increase  of  duties,  read,  and  referred  - 
I  Ellis,  Enos.   and  others.  .Mr.   Lowrie   presented 
j  the  petition  of,  praying  an  increase  of  duties. 

I  read,  and  relerred  -  -  -  .  . 

Emerson,  Joseph,   and   others,    Mr.  Holmes  pre 
j  sented  ttie  petition  ol,  in  relation  to  French 

I  spoliations,  read,  and  referred 

!  English,  Ekanah.     (See  Martin,  David.) 
'  English  Turn.     (cSee  Louisiana.) 
Engrossing  Clerk,  .Mr.  Seymour  submitted  a  re. 
solution  to  employ  an  additional,  read     - 
I  read  the  second  time  .... 

referred      --.--.. 
reported  with  amendment*  -         -         - 

ordered  to  the  tliird  reading  -  -         . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         - 
Erwin,    Aaron,    and    others    .Mr.  Findlay  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  prayinjj  addition- 
i  al  duty  on  iron,  read,  and' referred 

i  Eslava,  .Miguel,  a  bill   for   relief  of  the  heirs  of, 
i  read  twice,  and  referred 

i  reported  without  amendment     ... 

I  l.iid  on  the  table         -         -         -         .         . 

ordered  to  t!ie  third  reading        ... 
I  read  tlic  third  ti.ne,  and  passed 

Evans,  Edward,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of       .         -         . 
read   iwire,  and  rkferred         .         -         - 
reported  without  amendment     -         -  - 

ordered  to  the  third  rending        -  _  - 

read  tlie  third  time,  and   passed 
Evans,  Thomas,    and    William   Coppuck,    Mr. 
Smith  presented  the  petition  of,  read,  and 
relerred  ...... 

adverse  report  made  -  .  .  -         . 

laid  on  the  table         -         -         -         .         . 
Expirulioti  of  laws.     (See  Acls.) 

P- 

Factories,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State 
exhibiting  the,  employed  in  manufac- 
tures liable  to  duties,  read      ...     145 
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Fanning,  J.  B.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  benetit  of  the  adminis- 
trator of         -----         - 

read,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment     -         -         - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       .         -         - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Farrow,  Nimrod,  and  Richard  Harris,  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of,  introduced,  and  read  - 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Barbour,  the  Secretary  of 
War  requested  to  report  how  far  a  former 
act  for  the  relief  of,  has  been  executed     - 
the  report  received,  read,  and  referred 
the  bill  reported  without  amendment 
considered         ------ 

ordered  to  ibe  third  reading       -         -         - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Ferguson,  Benjamin,  and  others,  Mr.  Lloyd  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  praying   the  erec- 
tion of  additional  lighthouses  on  the  Che^t- 
apeake  bay,  read,  and  referred 
Ferguson,   Ebenezer,    and  others,    Mr.  Findlay 
presented   the    memorial   of,    praying    a 
modification  of  the  tariH",  read,  and  refer- 
red         -         - 

Finance,  the  Committee  on,  appointed 

a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the   Treas- 
ury on  the  state  of  the  finances,  received, 
and   a  number  of  copies  ordered  to   be 
printed  ------ 

Findlay,  William,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended    - 
Firman,    Joseph,    and    others,    a   bill   from  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  the  relief  of 
read  twice,  and  referred     -         -         -         . 
reported  without  amendment     .         -         - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        .  -  . 

read  tha  third   time,  and   passed 
Fisher,  George,  a  bill  from  the  Huuse  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of       - 
read  twice,  and  referred     -         -         -         - 

reported  with  amendments         -         -         - 
ordered  to  the  third  reuding       ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  pa»ned 
Fisher,  James  C,  and  othrrs,   Mr.  Lowrie  pre- 
sented   the    mtnu-TJal    of.    s-tating    their 
claims  for  French  Bpoliaiiun-,  read,  and 

referred 

Fisher,  William  L..  and  others,  Mr.  Lowrie  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  praying  that  no 
additional  duty  may  be  put  upon  wool, 
read,  and  referred  -         -         -         -         - 

Fiske,  James  B.,  and  others,    Mr.  Holmes  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  read,  and  referred 
adverse  report  made  and  concurred  m 

Five  Sisters,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives for  a  register  lu  the  schooner 
read  twice,  and  referred     -  ,      - 
reported  without  amendment     -         -         - 
laid  on  the  table         -         .         .         .         . 

Florida,  Mr.  Elliott  submitted  a  resolution  in 
relation  to  sums  paid  lot  lands  in,  prior 
to  the  treaty  of  17S3      - 

considered         ----.. 

agreed  to  ...... 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repref^entatlve3 
for  opening  certain  roads  in^  read 

read  the  second  time '         -         -         -         . 

reported  without  amendment     -         -         - 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 
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Florida— continued. 

bill  read  the  third  time,  and  pas-sed  - 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for 

settling  private  land  claims  in 
read  twice,  and  referred     -         .         - 
reported  with  amendments         • 
laid  on  the  table         -         .         .         . 
recommitted      -         -         -         .         - 
reported  without  amendments  - 
considered         ----- 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
amendments  received,  and  concurred  in 
a  bill   from   the   House  of   Representatives 
giving  sanction  to  an  act  of  the  Legisla 
ture  of  -         ,         -         -         . 

read 

read  the  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment     • 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

a  letter  from  the  Governor  of,  transmitting 

a  copy  of  laws,  read        -         -         .         - 

a  bill  to  provide  for  the  further  survey  of  the 

harbor   of  Charleston,    South    Carolina, 

and  the  coast  of,  reported       -         .         - 

read  twice         ------ 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         - 
a    bill   from   the   House  of  Representa'.ives 
granting  land  ti>.  for  the  8eat  of  Govern- 
ment, read  twice,  and  referred 
reported  with  amendments  -         -         . 

ordtred  to  the  third  reading        -         -         - 
read  the  third  tune,  and  passed  -  -         - 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
granting  land  to  certain  settlers  iri,  read 
twice,  and  referred  -         .         -         . 

reported  without  amendment     -         -         - 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         .         . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         .         . 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
establish  territorial  government  in  - 

read  twice,  and  referred     -  .  -         . 

rep<>rted  without  amendment      -  -         - 

debated,  and   nrdered  to  i!;e  third   reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  pissed  -         -  - 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
concerning  wrecks  on  the  coast  of,  read 
twice,  and  referred         .... 

reported    -.---.. 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         -         - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Folsom,  Jonathan,  and  Thomas  Haven,  .Mr.  Par- 
rott  presented  the  petition  of,  read  and 
referred 

the  committee  discharged  -         -         -         - 

Forbes,  John,  and  Company,  .Mr.  King  prconted 

the   petition   of,  praying  confirmation  of 

title  to  certain  land,  read,  and  referred    - 

a  bill  for  that  purpose  reported,  and  read    - 

read  the  second  time  .         -         .         . 

recommitted 

a  bill  releasing  to  the  heirs  oi,  or  to  J.  .Mc- 
Allister, a  certain  tract  of  land,  reported 
and  read         -         •  .      . 

read  the  second  time  -         -         .         . 

laid  on  the  table 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         .         - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
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Foreign  Relations,  the  Committee  on,  appointed 
BO  much  of  the  President's  Message  as  re- 
lates to,  referred  to  said   committee 
Mr.  Mills  appointed  on  the  committee  in  the 
place  of  Mr.  King  -         -         -         _ 

Forman,  Robert  S.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  the  relief  of,  read  and 
referred  ----.. 

reported  without  amendment     -        -        . 
laid  on  the  table         -  -         .         .         . 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         .         . 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Forrest,  Joseph,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read  and  referred 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported  and  read      - 
read  the  second  time  -         -         -         . 

laid  on  the  table 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         ,         . 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Fortifications,  a  biJI  from   the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, making   an  appropriation  for 

certain  - 

read  twice,  and  referred     -         -         -         . 
considered  ----.. 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Fort  St.  Philip.      (See  Huad.) 
Foster,    Roger,    and    others,    .Mr.    Lowrie    pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  praying  a  modifi- 
cation of  the  tariff,  read,  and  referred 
Fountain,  Girrett,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  of    - 
read  twice,  and  referred      -         -         -         . 
reported  without  amendment      -         -         . 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         -         . 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
P^rank,  John,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read  and  referred         -         -         . 
the  committee  discharged  -         -   '      . 

Franks,  Samuel  D..  and  others,  Mr.  Findlay  pre- 
sented the  petition  of.  read  and   referred 
Frauds,  Mr.  Holmes   submitted   a  resolution   in 
relation  to,  on  the  revenue 
read,  and  referred       -         .         -         .  . 

committee  discharged         -         -         -         , 
resolution  respecting,  on  public  lands 
committee  report  the  present  laws  sufficient 
to  prevent,  on  public  lands      -         .         - 

French  Sptiliations,  Mr.  Lloyd  submitted  a  re- 
solution concerning         -         -         .         - 

agreed  to  --.-.. 

memorials  on  the  subject  of,  read  and  re- 
ferred    -  -         -  -  -       108,  111,  llTj 

the  committee  discharged  from  numerous 
memorials  in  relation  to  •         -         - 

Fur  Trade,  a  bill  to  carry  into  effect  the  Treaty 
of  Ghent,  in  regard  to  the  Indian,  re- 
ported and  read      ----- 

road  the  second  time  -         -         _         . 

laid  on  the  table         -         -  -         -         . 

considered  -  -  432,449,501,505,738 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  .  .  753 
the  title  amended,  and  the  bill  passed 
amendments  received  -  -  .  . 
agreed  to  

Fry  and  Spalding,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  -     017 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands 653 
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Fry  and  Spalding — continued. 

bill  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance  - 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
reported  without  amendments  -  -  - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  -  - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

G. 

Gaillard,  John,  of  South  Carolina,  attended 

elected  President  pro  tempore    -         -         - 
Gardener,  Paul,  and  others,  Mr.  Lloyd  presented 
the  petition  of,  in  relation  to  French  spo- 
liations, read  and  referred       ... 
Garsed,  Joshua,  Mr.  Findlay  presented  the  me- 
morial of,  praying  an  increase  of  certain 
duties,  read  and  referred         ... 
Gaunt,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented 
the  petition  of,  praying  a  modification  of 
the  tariff,  read,  and  referred   .         -         - 
Gautrais,  Harpin   de  la,  a  bill   for   the  relief  of 
the  heirs  of,  reported,  and  read 
read  the  second  time  .... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        .         -         . 
read  the  third   time,  and   passed 
Gautrais,  Marie  Louise  de  la,  Mr.  Johnson  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  read  and  referred 
(See  Gautrais,  Harpin  de  la.) 
"General  Jackson,"  a  bill   from  the  Housje  of 
Representatives  concerning  the  ship,  read 
twice,  and  referred  .... 

re|K>rled  without  amendment     ... 
ordered  to  the  third  reading         -         .         . 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
General  Land  Otfice,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  em- 
ployment of  assistants  in   the,  reported 
and  read        --•-.. 
read  the  second  time  .... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 
read  the  third  time,  and   passed 
General  Post  Office,  so  much  of  the  President's 
Message  as   relates  to  the,  referred 
a  report  of  the  number  of  clerks  in  the 
Georgia,  a    Message  from   the    President    with 
documents  in   relation  to  Indian  reserva- 
tions in 
read  and  laid  on    the   table         ... 

referred     - 

Ghent,  Treaty  of.     (See  Fur   Trade.) 
Gilfin,  David,  and  Samuel  Hoag,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  lor  the  relief  of, 
read  twice,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     - 
ordered   to  the   third  reading     - 
read  the  third  time,   and    passed 
Gilbert.  Samuel,  Mr.   Barton  submitted  a  reso 
lution  in  relation  to  the  claim  of    . 
agreed  to  - 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported  and  read 
read  the  second  time         -         -         . 
debated     ---..- 
postponed  -         -         -         -         .       91, 

Gold,  Silver,  and  Jewels,  Mr.  Lloyd   submitted 
a  resolution  in  relation  to  the  transpor- 
tation of,  ill  armed  vessels       •         -         -       48 
amended  and  agreed  to     -         -        '-         -       60 
a  bill  regulating  the  transportation  of,  re- 
ported and  read      ...         -         -     128 
read  the  second  time  -         -         -         .     142 

postponed  -         -         -         -         -         -     153 

laid  on  the  table 289 
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GoIJ,  &c. — continued.  P»ge- 

bill  considered  ...         -    320,  334 

ordered  to  the  third  reading         -         -         -     335 
read  the  third   time,  and  passed 
Goldsmith,  Morris,  and   Anthony    Roderick,    a 
bill  from   the  House  of  Representatives 
for  the  relief  of,  read  and  referred  - 
reported  without  amendment     - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Goodrich,  James,  and  others,  Mr.  Edwards  pre- 
sented the    memorial  of,   in   relation    to 
French  spoliations,  read  and  referred 
Gordon,    William,    and    others,    .Mr.  Dickerson 
preseuUti  the   memorial    of,   praying  an 
increase  of  duties,  read  and  referred 
GoTe,  George,  a   bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives  for  the   relief  of,  read  twice, 
and    referred  .         .         -         -         . 

reported  without  amendment     -         -         - 
read  the  third  time,  and    passed 
Government,    a  bill    making  partial    appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of,  re[K)rled  and  read 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ... 
read  the  third  time,   and  laid   on  the  table 
a  bill  from   the   House  of  Representatives 
for  the  same  purpose      .         -         -         . 
read  twice,  and  amended  -         -         -         - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
a  bill   from    the    House  of  Representatives 
making  appropriations  for  the  support  of, 
read  and  referred   ----- 
reported  with  amendments         ... 
considered         -         -         .         .       422,  424,  429 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         •         -     430 
the  House  disagrees  to  the  amendment 
the  S>enate  recedes     -         -         .         -         - 
Gracie,  Archibald,    Mr.   Van    Buren  presented 
the  petition  of,  read  and  referred     - 

Gray,  Henry,  and   William  Gray,    Mr.    Lloyd 
presented  the  memorial  of,  stating  lossis 
sustained    l>y    them   at  Porto  Rico,  read 
and   referred  ----- 

a  report  made  ------ 

considered,  and  the  memorial    referred    to 
the  Department  of  State  .         -  - 

Greece,  Mr.  Hayne  communicated  certain  reso- 
lutions of  the  State  of  South  (.'arolina, 
relative  to  the  recognition  of  the  inde- 
pendence of,  read  and  laid  on  the  table    - 

Greenier,  John,  and  others,    Mr.    Lowrie    pre- 
sented   the  memorial  of,    read    and    re- 
ferred   -.--.-. 
Green,  Peter,   Mr.  Chandler  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  praying  a  settlement  of  bis  ac- 
counts, read  and  referred         ... 
Greer,  George,  Mr.  Smith  pre»ented  the  petition 
of,  praying  a  pension,  read  and  referred 
the  ronirnittee  disehirjied  ... 

Gregory,  Fratu-is   H.,  a  bill  rewarding  the  ofii- 
cers  and  crew  of  two  gigs  under,  reported, 
and  read         .--... 
read  the  second  time  -         .         -         - 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed       -    - 
Griffin,  Cyrus.      (See  Lincoln,  Henjamin.) 
Guichot,  Maturin,  lull  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  of    -         -         -     fil7 
read  twice,  and  referred    -        -         .         .     t}53 
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Guichot,  Maturin — continued.  Page. 

bill  reported  without  amendment  -  -  675 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  749 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -     752 

Gwynn,  Charles,  Mr.  Smith  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read,  and  referred       -         -         - 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  and  re«d    - 
read  the  second  time  -         -         .         . 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       .         -         - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

H. 

Hallam,  George,  and  others,  Mr.  Edwards  pre- 
sented   the    memorial  of,   in    relation  to 
French  spoliations,  read,  and  referred     - 
Hall,  John,  Mr.  Barton  presented  the  petition  of, 
praying  rehash  from  imprisunnicnt,  read, 
and  referred  ------ 

adverse  report  made  -         -         .         . 

agreed  to  - 
Hall,   William,  bill    from    the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of      -         -         - 
read  twice,  and   referred     -  -         -  - 

reported  without  amendment     -  -  - 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       .         -         . 
read  the  third  time,  and  pasM-d 
Harris,  Thomas,  and  others,  .Mr.  Dickerson  pre- 
sented   the    petition    of,  praying   an  in- 
crease of  duties,  read,  and   referred 
Harrison,    Henry,    and    others,    Mr.    Dickerson 
presented  the  petition  of,  praying  an  ia- 
crea«e  of  duties,  read,  and  rrft  rred 
I  Harrison  and  Sterret,   .Mr.  Smith  presented   the 
I  petition  of,  in  relation   to  auction  sales, 

I  read,  and  referred  -  .  -  - 

i  Harvey,  Henry,  and  others,  Mr.  .Macon  present- 
ed the  petition  of,  in  relation  to  French 
spoliations,  read,  and   referred 
Haven,  'I'htuna*.     (See  Folsom,  Jutiuthan.) 
HuMkins,  Mary  H.,  bill  from  the  House  uf  Rep- 
resentativts  f<>r  the  relief  of  -         .         - 
read  twice,  and  referred     .         -         -         - 
reported  without  amendment     -         -         . 
ordered  to  the  third  reading         ... 
read  the  third  time,  aiid  passed 
Hayiie,  Robert  V.,  of  South  Carolina,  attended 
remarks  of,  on  proposed  amendments  to  the 

Constitution  -         -         39.326,394,413 

speech  of,  on  the  same       .         -         -         .     376 
on  the  bill    for  the  relief  of  Francis  Hen- 
derson ------ -92 

remarks  «)f,  on  the  same     -         -         -         -       99 

on  the  resolutions  in  honor  of  Lafayette     -      143 
speech    of,  on  the  bill  for  additional  sloops 

of  war 
on  the  bill  to  abojissh  imprisonment  for  debt 
on  the  Tarill'  bill       - 
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remarks  of,  on  the  same     - 
Heard,  Stephen.     (Sie  Uonclnon,  John.) 
Hemp.      (See  Cnrdfii^t.), 

Hempstead,  ("liarles  S..  and  others,  ,Mr.  Benton 
presented  the  petition  of,  read,  and  re- 
ferred     342 

report  made       -         -         -         -         .         -     421 
(Sec  Missottri.) 
HenderM)n,   Franris,  Mr.  Haync  presented  the 
petition  of.  in  behalf  of  htinself   and   the 
heirs  of  Col.    John    Laurens,   read,   and 
referred  -....-       47 

a  bill  fur  the  relief  of,  reported,  and  read    -       77 
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Henderson,  Francis — continued, 
bill  read  the  secamd  time    - 
the  report  in  full         -         .         . 
the  bill  laid  on  the  table    • 
considered  -         .         .         . 

postponed  indefinitely 
Henly,  .\rthur  H.,  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  of,  read  twice, 
and  referred  -.--.. 
reported  without  amendment     -         .         - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Henshaw,  Andrew,  Mr.  King  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  read,  and  referred     -         .         . 
adverse  report  made  -         -         .         . 

agreed  to  ...... 

Henshaw,  D.,  Mr.  Seymour  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  in  relation  to  French  depredations, 
read,  and  referred  -         .         .         . 

Hewes,  Thomas,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  read,  and  referred     -         -         - 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  and  read     - 
read  the  second  time  -         -         -         . 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  pas.sed  -         -         . 
Hill,  William,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the  petition 
of,  read,  and  referred       -         -         .         . 

Hill,  Peter,  and  others,   Mr.  Findlay  presented 
the  petition  of,  praying  a  modification  of 
the  TaritT.  read,  and  referred  -         -         - 
Hoag,  Samuel.      (See  Giffin,  David.) 
Hubart,  Peter,  and  Lewis  Judson,  Mr.  Kelly  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  read,  and  referred 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  and  read     - 
read  the  second  time  -         .         -         . 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         .         . 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         •         . 

Hoflf,   Charles,  and  others,  Mr.  Dickerson  pre- 
sented the   memorial  of,  praying  an  in- 
crease of  duty  on  iron,  read,  and  referred 
HofT.nan,  .M.,  and  others,  auctioneers,  Mr.  King 
presented  the  petition  of,  read,  and  referred 
Hogan,  John  B.,   a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives to  repeal  the  act  for  the  re- 
lief of,  read    -.-.-- 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred     - 
reported  without  amendment      -         -         - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         -         - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         - 

Hogg,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Branch  presented 
the  memorial  of,  in  relation  to  French 
spoliations,  read,  and  referred 

HoUiday,  John,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of       ... 
read  twice,  and  referred     -         -         . 
reported  without  amendment      ... 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 
reait  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         .         - 
Holling,  John,  and  others,  .Mr.  Smith  presented 
the   memorial  of,   in  relation  to   French 
spoliations,  read,  and  reierred 
Holmes,  David,  of  Mississippi,  attended     - 
Holmes,  John,  of  Maine,  attended     ... 
remarks  of,    on  his  resolution  in  relation  to 

the  civilization  of  the  Indians 
remarks  of,  on  proposed  amendments  to  the 
Constitution  ....     158. 


54 
162 
207 


08 

328 
428 
430 
510 
514 

28 


206 


83 
147 
151 
254 
256 


136 


242 


446 
449 
508 
521 
522 


115 

582 
592 
653 
779 

787 


55 
9 
9 

124 

370 


Page. 

237 

•     293 

311 
332 

341 
460 
542 


53 

80 

84 

102 

103 

110 
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Holmes,  John — continued. 

remarks   of,   on  the   bill  to  secure  the  ac- 
countability of  public  officers-         -     2.36, 

on   the   bill  for  opening   certain   roads  io 
Florida 

on  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
military  service      -         -         -         .         . 

on  the  bill  for  a  supply  of  cannon,  <kc.     330, 

on  the  bill  concerning  an  ordinance  of  Ala- 
bama    --.--.. 

on  the  Indian  fur  trade      -         -         .         . 

on  the  bill  for  surveys  of  roads  and  canals 

on  the  Tariff  bill        -         -         -     613,   652,  658 
Hook,  Josiab,  Mr.   Holmes  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read,  and  referred        -         .         . 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  and  read    - 

read  the  second  time  -         -         .        . 

considered  -----. 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        .         .         - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed - 
Hooper,  William,   and   Nathaniel   Hooper,  Mr. 
Mills  presented  the   petition  of,   in  fela;^ 
tion  to  French  spoliations,  read,  and  re- 
ferred   -         - 

Howell,  John  8.,   and  others,   Mr.   Mcllvaine 
'  presented  the  petition  of,  praying  an  in- 

crease of  duty   on    iron,   read,   and   re- 
ferred   ------ 

Howland,  John  H.,  Mr.  King  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  read,  and  referred     •         -         - 
a  bill  for  the  relief  o{,  reported,  and  read    - 
read  the  second  time  •         -        .         . 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         .         . 
read  the  third  time,  and  pjissed  ... 
Huber,  Tobias,   Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  praying  an  increase  of  duties  on 
.   imports,  read,  and  referred 

Huffman,  Benjamin,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  the  relief  of,  read 

read  the  second  time  .... 

reported  without  amendment     ... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         -         - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  C^ 
Humphrey,  Charles,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  the  relief  of 

read  twice,  and  referred     -         -         .         - 

reported  without  amendment      -         -         . 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        .         -         . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 

Humphreys,  Ann  F.     (See  Lincoln,  Martin.) 
Humphreys,  David.     (See  Lincoln,  benjamin.) 
Hunt,  William,  and  others,  Mr.  Dickerson  pre- 
sented  the    petition   of,    praying   an   in- 
crease of  duties,  read,  and  referred - 
Hunter,  James,  and  John  P.  Williamson,  sure- 
ties of  Benjamin  Wall,  Mr.  Elliott  pre- 
sented the  ()elition  of,  referred 
the  committee  discharged  -         -         .         . 

Huntington,  Jabez,  and  others,  Mr.  Lanman 
presented  the  petition  of,  in  relation  to 
French  spoliations,  read,  and  referred     - 

Huson,  Cornelius,    Mr.  Lanman    presented   the 
petition  of,  read  and  referred 
the  committee  thereon  discharged 

Huttieston,  Henry,  Mr.  Mills  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  in  relation  to  French  spoliations, 
read  and  referred 628 
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Illinois,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
to  alter  the  terms  of  the  district  court  in, 

read -418 

read  the  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  422 
reported  without  amendments  •  .  .  446 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  5io 
read  the  third  time,  and  parsed  -         -     514 

Imports.     (See  Duties.) 

Imprisonment  for  Debt,  Mr.  Johnson  submitted  a 
resolution  to  appoint  a  committee  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  abolishing  26 
agreed  to,  and  the  committee  appointed       -  29 
a  bill  to  abolish,  reported  and  read     -         -  101 
read  the  second  time          -         -         -         -  110 

postponed 112,  160 

laid  on  the  table 242 

considered  258,  276,  291,  346,352,  419,  482,  484 
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recommitted 

vote  reconsidered       -         .         .         .         - 

the  bill  ordered  to  the  third  reading   • 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •         -         . 

a  bill  supplemenul  to  the  acts  for  the  relief 
of  persons  under,  reported,  and  read 
twice     -.-.-.. 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Indiana,  Mr.  Noble  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of,  praying  the  organization 
of  an  additional  circuit,  &.c.,  read  and  re- 
ferred  --.---. 

Mr.  Noble  presented  a  memorial  of,  re- 
specting a  canal  to  unite  the  Wabash 
with  Lake  Erie,  read  and  referred  - 

Mr.  Noble  presented  a  resolution  of,  re- 
specting the  Taritl",   read  and  referred     - 

Mr.  Noble  communicated  a  preamble  and 
resolutions  from  the  Legislature  of,  in  re- 
lation to  the  National  Road,  read  and 
referred 

the  committee  discharged  ... 

Mr.  Noble  communicated  a  preamble  and 
resolutions  from,  respecting  the  Indian 
title  to  lands  in,  laid  on  the  table  - 

Mr.  Noble  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of,  praying  a  revocation  of 
an  ordinance  -n  relation  to  taxation  of 
lands,  read  and  referred  ... 

a  report  made,  with  a  bill  granting  the  pe- 
tition in  part  ..... 

report  and  bill  read    -         .         .         .         . 

Mr.  Noble  presented  a  resolution  of,  expres- 
sive of  sympathy  with  Greece,  read  and 
placed  on  file         ..... 

Mr.  N.  presented  a  memorial  in  relation  to 
purchasers  of  lands,  read  and  referred  - 
Indians,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War, 
with  an  abstract  of  licenses  granted  to 
agents,  «Scc.,  to  trade  with  the,  read  and 
referred  -         -         .         .         j         . 

so  much  of  the  President's  message  as  re- 
lates to  the,  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs  .... 

Mr.  Holmes  submitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing  the  civilization  of  the,  read 

agreed  to 

a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War  in  rela- 
tion to  the  civilization  of  the,  read  • 
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Indian  Affairs,  the  Committee  on,  appointed     - 
discharged         ----.. 

Indian  Department,  report  from  the  Second  Au- 
ditor relative  to  accounts  in  the,  read  and 
referred  ...... 

Indian  Treaties,  a  bill  from  the  HouM  of  Rep- 
resentatives making  appropriations  for    - 
read  twice,  and  referred     .... 

reported    ---.-.- 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Innes,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented 

the  memorial  of,  praying  a  revision  of  the 

Tariff,  read  and  referred  .         -         - 

Invalid  Pensions.     (See  Pensioru.) 

Iron,  petitions  in  relation  to  duty  on,  read  and 

referred         -         -         481,  107,  115,  430,  353 

J. 

Jack,  Andrew,  and  others,  Mr.  Dickerson  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  respecting  duty 
on  iron,  read  and  referred       ... 

Jackson,  .'\ndrew,  of  Tennessee,   attended 

remarks  of,  on  the  case  of  Alexander  A. 

White 182 

on  the  bill  for  making  a  military  road  •  208 
on  the  bill  for  Florida  roads  -  -  292,  294 
on  the  bill  for  a  supply  of  cannon,  &c.       -     330 

Jackson,  James,  and  J.  C  McLemore,  securities 

of  Robert  Sercy,  Mr.  Eaton    presented 

the  petition  of,  read,  and  referred    • 

a  resolution  granting  the  withdrawal  of  their 

pa(>ers  reported       ..... 

agreed  to- 

Jackson,  Joseph,  and  others,  Mr.  Dickerson  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  respecting  the 
Tariff,  read  and  referred  ... 

Jackson,  Richard,  and  others  Mr.  Knight  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  respecting  French 
spoliations,  read  and   referred 

Jacobs,  Cyrus,  and  others,  Mr.  Findlay  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  in  relation  to 
duty  on  iron,  read,  and  referred 

James.  Morris,  Mr.  Barton  presented  the  petition 
of  read,  and  referred      -         -         .         . 

James,  Mary,  a  bill   from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of      •         -         - 
read  twice,  and  referred     -         .         -         . 
reported  without  amendments    ... 
indefinitely  postponed        -         -         .         . 

Jamieson,  William,  and  others,  Mr.  Findlay 
presented  the  petition  of,  in  relation  to 
the  tariff,  read  and  referred    .         -         - 

Jenkins.    Robert,  and  others,   Mr.  Findlay  pre- 
sented  the  memorial  of,  praying  an  in- 
crease of  duty  on  iron,  read    - 
read  and  referred       ..... 

Johns,  .M.  S.,  and  others,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented 
the  petition  of,  praying  duty  on  auction 
sales,  read,  and  referred         ... 

Johnson,  Henry,  of  Louisiana,  attended    - 

remarks  of,  on    his   resolution    respecting 
officers  of  the  customs  -         -         .         . 
on  the  transportation  of  the  mail 
on  granting  a  pre-emption  right  to  Alexan- 
der -\.  White 

on  his  resolution  in  relation  to  settlements 
on  public  lunds 
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Johnson,  Henry — continued.  Page. 

remarks  of,    on   his    resolution    respecting 
lands  in  Opelousas  -         -         .         . 

on  the  bill  to  secure  the  accountability  of 
public  officers 

on  the  purchase  of  cannon,  &c. 

on  the  bill  for  the  settlement  of  claims 

on  his  resolution  respecting  a  post  route  be- 
tween New  Orleans  and  Washington     - 

on  the  bill  to  improve  the  navigation  of  the 

Ohio  and  .Mi)<sissippi  rivers     ... 

Johnson,   Richard  M.,   of  Kentucky,   attended 

remarks  of,  on  his  resolution   to  amend  the 
judiciary  system     .... 

speech  of.  on   the  bill   to  abolish  imprison 
ment  for  debt  .... 

speech  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill 

Johnson,  James,  a  bill  for  the   relief  of,  intro 
duced  and  read       .... 

documents  in   relation  to  the  accounts  of 
su  tmitted       ..... 

the  bill  read  a  second  time,  end  referred 

reported  without  amendments    - 

considered  ..... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
Johnson,  Henry.  Mr.  Eaton  presented  the  peti 
tion  of,  read,  and  referred 

adverse  report  made  .... 

laid  on  the  table         .... 
Johnson,  Thomas.     (See  Conttitution.) 
Johnson,  John  T.     (See  Cocke,  William.) 
Johnston,  Josiah  S.,  of  Louisiana,  attended 

remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill       ... 

Jones,  Banister,  Mr.  Hayne  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read,  and  referred        ... 
Jones,  Benjamin,   Mr.   Dickerson   presented  the 
petition  of,  praying  an  increase  of  duties 
on  iron,  read,  and  referred      -         -         . 
Jones,  Obadiah,  .Mr.  King  presented  the  petition 
of,  read,  and  referred       .... 

adverse  report  made  ..... 

considered  ...... 

agreed  lo- 

Jones,  (leorge,  and  others,  Mr.  Elliott  presented 
the  petition  of,  against  the  taritl',  read, 
and  referred  ...... 

Jones,  Nathaniel,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives for  the  relief  of  - 
read  twice,  and  referred     -         .         - 
reported  without  amendment 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Journals,  .Mr.  King  submitted  a  resolution  in  re 
lation  to  a  correction  of  the    - 
agreed  to  - 

Journals  of  the  Old  Congress,  Mr.  Johnson  sub 
mitted  a  resolution  to  purchase  certain 
read  twice,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment 
laid  on  the  table         .... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
amendments  received  and  concurred  in 
the  committee  on  the  petitions  of  Way  and 
Gideon,  and   Edward   De  Kratfi,  made  a 
report    authorizing  the  purchase   of   ten 
copied  of  the  -         .         -         .         .         . 
concurred  in,  and  the  committee  discharged 
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Judiciary,  Mr.  Johnson  submitted  a  resolution  for 
amending  the         ..... 

amended,  and  laid  on  the  table  -         -         - 

amended,  and  agreed  to     - 

a  bill  respecting  mvalid  laws,  reported  and 
read 

read  the  second  time  -         -         .         . 

recommitted      --._._ 

a  bill  respecting  circuit  courU,  reported 
and  read         -...._ 

read  the  second  lime  -        -        .        . 

laid  on  the  table         -         -         -         .         . 

debated      -•-.-.. 

laid  on  the  table 

Mr.  Talbot  submitted  a  resolution  to  modify 
the  25ih  section  of  the  Judiciary  act  of 
1789 

laid  on  the  table         -         -         .         .         . 

agreed  to- 
Judson,  Lewis.     (See  Hobart  Peter  H.) 

K. 

Keating,  Oliver,  .Mr.  Lloyd  presented  the  petition 
of,  referred     --.--. 
Kelly,  W  illiam,  of  .\labama,  attended 

remarks  of,  on  proposed  amendments  to  the 

Constitution  ---... 

on  the  bill  to  repeal  an  act  respecting  State 

government  in  Alabama  ... 

t'  n°"«^"^*"^^'"         "         ■         ■         -618,652 
Kelly,  Hanson,  Mr.  Macon  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read,  and  referred       ... 

an  adver=;e  report  made      -         .         .         . 

considered  ..-.._ 

recommitted 

report  made       ----.. 

recommitted  with  instructions  to  brine  in  a 

bill :     . 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  and  read    - 
read  the  second  time  -         .         -         . 

ordered  to  the  third  reading         ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         - 
Kendall,  William,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives for  the  relief  of,  read  - 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred      - 
reported  without  amendments    -         .         . 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Kennard,  Samuel  G.,  and  others,  Mr.  Lloyd  pre- 
sented  the  petition  of,  read,  and  referred 
Kentucky,  ubill  to  change  the  terms  of  the  Dis- 
trict Court  of,  read         .... 
read  the  second  time  .         -         .         - 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -         -         - 
read  the  thirl  time,  end  passed  -         -         . 
a  remonstrance  of  the  Legislature  of,  against 
the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  the 
case  of  Green  and  others,  read,  and  refer- 
red        .-.--.. 
a  bill  to  change  the  terms  of  the  Circuit 

Courts  in,  reported,  and  read 
read  the  third  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment      ... 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         .         - 
Kerr,  Stephen.     (See  McHride,  Robert.) 
Kilton,  James,  and  others,  Mr.  Findlay  presented 

the. petition  of,  read,  and  referred    -         -     Hg 
King,  William  R.,  of  Alabama,  attended  -         .       49 
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King,  Rufus,  of  New  York,  attended         .         -  9 

/  a  letter  from,  asking  to  he  excused  from  serv- 

inp  on  committee,  on  account  of  ill  health  42 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sam- 
uel Gilbert    -         -         -         -         -         -  91 

on  the  bill  for  making  a  road  from  Memphis 

to  Little  Rock ng 

on  Mr.  Johnson's  resolution  in  relation  to 

settlements  on  public  lands    -         -         -  131 
on  the  bill  to  secure  the  accountability  of 

public  officers         -         -         -         .         -  241 

on  the  purchase  of  cannon,  Ac.  -         -         -  331 
speech  of,  on  proposed  amendments  to  the 

Constitution 355 

remarks  of,  on  the  same     -         -         -      369.  375 

on  the  Appropriation  bill  -         .         -         .  424 

on  the  Indian  fur  trade       -         .         -     457,  460 

on  the  Tariff  bill 615 

King,  Benjamin,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of        -          -         -  617 
read  twice,  and  referred      ...         -  653 
reported  without  amendment     ...  690 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  749 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         >         -  752 
King,  William,  and  others,  Mr.  Lowrie  present- 
ed the  petition  of,  read,  and  referred  -         -  1.59 
Knight,  Nehemiah,  of  Rhode  Island,  attended  -  9 


Lafayette,  Marquis  de,  resolutions  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  in  relation  to  the  in- 
tended visit  of,  read  twice,  and  referred  - 
report  made      .-.-.. 
passed  unanimously  •         .         -         .         . 
Lake  Superior,  Mr.  Benton  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion  respecting  the  Indian   title  to  land 

near      -        -        

agreed  to- 

a  bill  concerning  the  extinguishment  of  said 
title  reported,  and  read  -  -  -  . 

read  the  second  time  -         -         .         . 

considered,  and  laid  on  the  table 
Lamb,  Clayton,  and  others,  Mr.  McIIraine  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  praying  an  increase 
of  duty  on  iron,  read,  and  referred  - 
Larobdin,  Jonathan  H.,  Mr,  Lowrie  presented 
the  petition  of,  praying  relief  from  impris- 
onment, read,  and  referred      -         .         - 
the  committee  report  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
persons  imprisrued  for  debt    - 
Lambert,  James,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  praying  a  raodilication  of  the  tariff, 

read,  and  referred 

Lambert.  William.     (See  Capitol.) 
Land  Office.     (See  General  Land  Office.) 
Land  Offices,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives in  relation  to  the  correction  of  errors 
in  entries  at  the     -         -         .         .         . 
read,  and  referred       -         -         .         .         . 
reported  without  amendment      ... 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         .         . 
Laiid.*,  Mr.  Johnson  submitted  y  resolution  for 
the  repeal  of  the  act  respecting  settlements 
unauthorized  by  law  on  jublic 
read  lor  consideration  -         -         .         . 

negatived  -----. 

Mr.  B«rton  submitted  a  resolution  in  rela- 
tion to  frauds  in  surveying  public  - 
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Lands — continued. 

resolution  agreed  to  - 

Mr.  Lowrie  submi  ted  documents  in  relation 
to  the  surveys  and  sales  of,  ordered  to  be 
printed  ---.--. 

a  bill   from    the   House  of  Representatives 
granting  pre-emption  rightx  to  all  coun 
ties  and  parishes  in  which  public,  are  sit 
uated     ----.. 

read,  and  referred      .... 

reported  without  amendment 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
to  provide  for  the  sale  of,  conveyed  to  the 
United  States  in  certain  cases 

read  twice,  and  referred     -         -         .         . 

reported  without  amendment     -         .     '     - 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       .         .         . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Mr.  Benton  introduced  a  bill  for  disposal  of 
refuse    ---.... 

read  ----... 

read  the  second  lime,  and  referred     - 

reported  without  amendment     -         .         . 

laid  on  the  table 

Land   Warrants.     (See    Military   Land    War- 
rants.) 
Langdon,  Henry  8.,  late  Navy  Agent,  Mr.  Par- 
rott   presented  the  petition  of,  read   and 
referred  .-...- 

Langley,    Hezekiah,    Mr.    Lloyd   presented    the 
petition  of,  read  and  referred 
a  bill  fur  the  relief  of,  and  Benjamin  M.  Belt 
reported  and  read  .... 

read  the  second  time  .... 

the  third  reading  negatived         ... 
vote  reronsidered,  and   the   bill   ordered   to 
the  third  reading  -         -         .         _         . 

Lanman,  James,  of  Connecticut,  attended 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill   for  Francis    Hen- 
derson .      1  --.-.. 
on  the  bill  regulating  the  transportation  of 
the  mail         ---... 
on  the  bill  to  secure  the  accountability  of 
public  officers         ..... 
Larche,  Francis,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  read  and  referred       ... 
Lauderraan,  John,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resenta'vives  for  the  relief  of     .         .         . 
read  twice,  and  referred     -  -         .         . 

reported  without  amendment     . 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Laurens,  Colonel  John.   (See  Henderson,  Fran- 
cis.) 
LaWjThoma.'',  Mr.  Talbot  presented  the  memo- 
rial of,  in  relation  to  a  national  currency, 
read  and  reft-rred  -         -         .         .  . 

the  coniiuittoe  discharged  .... 
Lead    Mines  and  Salines,  Mr.  Barton  submitted 
a  resolution  respecting  the  sale  of  . 
agreed  to,  and  referred        -  .  .  . 

the  committee  discharged  ... 

Lee,  Richard  Bland.      (See   Younq,  Robert.) 
Leightner,  Henry,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  of 
read  twice,  and  referred     .... 
reported  without  amendment     ... 
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Leightner,  Henry — continued. 

bill  ordered  to  the  third   reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  pa.>'«ed 
Leland,  Joseph,  and   others,  .Mr.    Holmes  pre- 
sented the   petition  of,  praying   the  erec- 
tion of  a  pier,  Ac,  at  the   mouth  of  the 
Saco  river,  read  and  referred 
L'Enfant,  Peter  Charles,  Mr.   Mills    presented 
the   petition  of,  read   and   referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia  - 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims  . 
Le  Sieur,  Firman,  the  committee  on   the  peti- 
tion of  Taylor  Berry  report  a  bill  for  the 
reliefof  the  heirs  of,  read         -         -         . 
read  the  second  time  .         .         .         . 

debated     ....... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .  -  . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Libraries,  ,Mr.  Johnson  subiiutted  a   resolution 

to  distribute  documents,  journals,  &c.,  to 

incorporated,  read  .... 

laid  on  the  table         ..... 

amended  and  agreed  to      - 
Library,  the  Committee  on  the,  appointed 

a  bill   from    the   House  of  Representatives 
making    appropriations  for   the,   and    for 
furniKhing  the  rooms  in  the  Capitol 
read  twice,  and  referred     -         .         .         . 

reported 

ordered  to  the  third   reading       ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Lighthouses,  Light-vessels,  &.C.,  a  bill  from  the 
House   of   Representatives    for    building 

certain,  read 

read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  with   amendments         ... 
orderi'd  to  the  third  reading       ... 
read  the  third  time,  i^nd  passed 
the  House   disagret's  to    the   amendments, 
and  the  Senate  recedes  from  them 
Lincoln,  Benjamin,  a  bill  to  settle  the  accounts 
of,  David  Humphreys  and  Cyrus  Griffin, 
reported  and  read  ..... 

read  the  second  time         .... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Lincoln,  Martin,  and   Ann  F.  Humphreys,  Mr. 

Mills  presented  the  petition  of,  read  and 

referred  -.--.. 

evidence   in   support  of  the  '  claim   of,  read 

and  referred  ...... 

the  committee  on  their  petition  report  a  bill 
for  Benjamin  Lincoln  and  others.  (See 
Lincoln,  Benjamin  ) 
Littell,  E.,  Mr.  Hayiie  presented  the  petition  of, 
praying  that  no  additional  duty  be  placed 
on  books,  read  and  referred     -  -  - 

Little,  Otis,  Mr.  Holmes  presented  the  petition 
of,  in  relation  to  French  spoliations,  read, 

and  referred 

Lloyd,  Edward,  of  .Mar) land,  attended     - 

remarks  of,  on  the  claim  of  Virginia  for  cer- 
tain advances  -  -  .  -  . 
on  the  Tariff  bill  -  -  .  .  . 
on  the  bill  for  Francis  Henderson 
on  the  bill  allowing  a  drawback  on  cordage  - 
on  the  Military  Appropriation  bill 
on  the  bill  rejjulating  the  transportation  of 
gold,  jewels,  &c.    -         .         .         .     320, 
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Lloyd,   James,  of  ^lassachusetts,  attended         .         9 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  Francis  Hender. 
•on 97 

on  the  bill  for  additional  sloops  of  war         .    139, 

149,  229 
speech  of,  on    the  pension   bill  for  widows 

and  orphans 104 

remarks  of,  on  the   bill  allowing  drawback 

on  cordage 251,  500 

on  the  bill  regulating  the  transportation  of 

g*>IJ.  <5cc- 320,  S21 

letter   from,  to  the  Editors  of  the  National 
Intelligencer,  correcting  a  report  of  the 
above  remarks,  (note)    -         -         .         -     321 
on  the  bill  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt     346 
on  the  resolution  in  relation  to  Portugal     .     615 
on  the  Tariff  b. II        590,  594,  614,  660,  690,  704 
Lloyd,  James,  .Mr.  Noble  presented  the  petition 

of,  praying  a  pension,  read,  and  referred     446 
the  committee  discharged            -         -         .     502 
Lobdell,  Stetson,    and   others,   Mr.  Lowrie  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  praying  a  revision 
of  the  tariff,  read,  and  referred         -         .       79 
Longitude  of  the  Capitol.     (See  Capitol.) 
Lurman,  William,  .Mr.  Smith  presented  the  pe- 
tition  of,  praying   an   increase  of  duty, 
read,  and  referred            -         .         .       '.     161 
Louisiana,  Mr.  Johnson  submitted  a   resolution 
in  rcl.ition   to  lands   in,  derived   from  the 
French.    British,  and   Spanish    Govern- 
ments -         .         -         ...         .37 
read,  and  agreed  to   -         -         .         .          .43 
a  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  holders  of  lands 
in,  derived   from   those  Governments,  re- 
ported, and  read 166 

read  the  third  time 205 

amended  .......     309 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         -         .319 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -         .     323 
Mr.  Johnson  submitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing a  report  of  ail  land  claims  filed  in  the 
Register's  office  at  Opelousas  in     .         -     142 
agreed  to  .-.._.      i^g 

a  bill  authorizing   the  Register  of  the  land 
office  fur  the  western  district  of,  to  report 
upon  certain  claims,   reported,  and  read     205 
read  the  second  time         ....     2O6 

considered         ......     312 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...     319 
read  the  third  time,  and   passed         -         .     323 
a  bill  explanatory  of  the  act  to  confirm  land 

claims  in,  and  .Missouri,  read  .         -      253 

read  the  second  lime,  and  referred     -  .      257 

.Mr.  Johnson  stibmitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing certain  swamp  lands  in    •         .         -     417 
laid  on  the  table         .         .         .         .  422 

a  bill  for  the  sale  of  a  warehouse  at  English 
Turn,  and  the  erection  of  a  dwelling- 
house  at  Balize  in,  reported,  and«read  -  431 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  -  .  446 
reported  without  amendments  ...  508 
ordered  to  the  third  reatling  -  -  .  521 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .  -  623 
a   bill   to  provide    a    Surveyor  General   for, 

and  Mississippi,  reported,  and  read  -  342 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  345 
reported  without  amendment  .  -  -  422 
laid  on  the  table         ....  509 
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Louisiana — continued.  Page. 

a  bill  from  ihc  House  of  Representatives  to 
regulate  practice  in  the  United  States 
courts  of,  read  twice,  and  referred  - 

reported    ------- 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 

read  the  third  time,  and   passed 
Low,  Andrew,  and  other?,  Mr.  Elliott  presented 
the  petition  of,  read,  and  referred  - 

adverse  report  made  -         .         .         - 

laid  on  the  table         -         .         -         .         - 
Lowrie,  Walter,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Fran- 
cis Henderson        .         -         .         .         - 

on  the  bill  for  additional  sloops  of  war 

214,  233 

on  the  bill  to  secure  the  accountability  of 
public  officers 239 

on  the  Military  Appropriation  bill       -      31C,  311 

on  proposed  amendments  to  the  Constitu* 
tion       .-...-- 

on  the  bill  to  protect  the  Indian  fur  trade  - 

on  the  bill  allowing  a  drawback  on  cord- 
ace        

Lucas's  Universal  Atla«,  a  letter  from  William 
H.  Jones,  soliciting  patronage  for  - 

a  resolution  to  purchase  live  copies  of,  sub- 
mitted   -         • 

referred    ..-.-.- 

a  resolution  authorizing  the  purchase  of  ohe 
copy  of,  reported    -         .         -         •         - 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ..." 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

M. 

•Macarylan,  John,  Mr.  Macon  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  in  relation  to  French  spoliations, 
read,  and  referred  .         .         .         - 

Macon,  Nathaniel,  of  North  Carolina,  attended 

remarks  of,  on  a  proposed  amendment  to 
the  Constitution    -         -         -       159,  3U9,  417 

on  the  Militarv  Appropriation  bill      -         -     310 

on  the  Tariff  bill       -         -         -         -         -     689 
Mail,  a  bill  to  discontinue  the  tran^^portation  of 
the.  in  certain   cases,  reported,  and  read 

read  the  second  time  .... 

considered 

laid  on  the  table         -         - 
Maisun  Rouge,  Marquis  de,  bill  from  the  House 
of  RepresentatiNes    for  the  relief  of  the 
heirs  of  --...- 

read  twice,  and  referred     -         -         .         . 

reported  without  amendment     .         -         - 

rejected     --..-.- 
Manning,    Jeremiah,  bill    from    the    House    of 
Representatives   for    the    relief  of,    read 
twice,  and   reterred         -  ©    - 

reported  without  amendment 

postponed  .         -         -         -         - 

ordered  to  the  third  rending 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Maps,  Mr.  King  submitted  a  resolution  calling 
for  information  in  regard  to  the  comple 
tion  of  certain         -         -         .         - 

agreed  to  - 

report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
in  reply 

referred 

Marechal,  Joseph,  bill  from  the  House  of  Renre 

seutatives  for  the  relief  of  -     582 
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Marechal,  Joseph — continued.  Page. 

bill  read  twice,  and  referred  ...  593 
reported  without  amendment  .  .  -  616 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  747 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •         -     750 

Marine  ('orps.     (Sec  Naval  Affairs.) 
Marshals,  Clerks,  and  Attorneys,   bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  repeal  in  part 
an  act  to  lessen  the  compensation  of,  read 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred     - 
reported  with  amendments         .         .         - 
laid  on  the  table         -         .         .         .         . 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       -         -         . 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
a  bill  to  provide  for  the  better  security  of 
public  money  in  the  hands  of,  reported, 
and  read        --.-.. 
read  the  second  time  .         -         -         . 

recommitted      -  ..... 

reported  with  amendments         ... 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Martin,  David,  and  Elkanah  English,  Mr.  Ben- 
ton presented  the  petition  of,  referred     - 
the  committee  discharged  .... 
Martin,  William   D.,  .Mr.  Hayne  presented  the 
memorial  of,  against  an  increase  of  duties, 
read,  and  referred  -         -      '   - 
Maryland.  .Mr.  IJoyd  submitted  a  resolution  re- 
specting  the   claims  of,  for  advances  du- 
ring the  late  war   .         -         -         -         . 
read,  and  adopted     -         -         -         -         - 
a  bill    from  the  House  of  Representatives 
altering  the  times  of  holding  the  circuit 
court  for  the  fourth  circuit  in,  read  twice. 
and  referred  .         .  .  -  . 

reported  without  amendment  -  .  . 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Massachusetts,  a  Message  from  the  President 
transmitting  documents  in  relation  to  the 
claim  of,  for  militia  services    ... 

the  .Vlessage  read       ..... 

two  hundred  copies  of  the  documents  or- 
dered to  be  printed  .         -         .  . 

Mattson,  Abraham  V.,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented 
the  petition  of,  praying  release  from  im- 
prisonment, read,  and  referred 

the  committee  report  a  bill  supplementary 
for  the  relief  of  persons  imprisoned  for 
debt 

(See  Imprisonment  fur  Debt.) 
Mayall,  William,  and   others,  Mr.   Lowrie  pre- 
sented  the  petition  of,  in  relation  to  the 
tariff,  read,  and  referred           -         -  . 

Maybury,  Thomas,  and  others,  Mr.  Barbour  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  in  relation  to  the 
duty  on  iron,  read,  and  referred 
May  hew,  Thadeus,  Mr.  Juhnson  presented  sun- 
dry documents  in  favor  of  the  claim  of, 
referred 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  and  read     - 

read  the  second  time  -         -         .         . 

laid  on  the  table         .         -         .         .         . 

considered  ...... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -         -         - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

amendments  received         .... 

concurred  in     -        -         •         -         .         . 
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Mc.\li*ter,  John,  Mr.  Holmes  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read,  and  referred        -         .         . 
a  bill   releasing   to,   or   the  heirs  of  John 
Forbes,    a  certain  tract  of  land,  reported, 
and  read         .         .         .         .         ,         ^ 

read  the  second  time 

laid  on  the  table         -         -         -         .         . 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         .         . 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         .         . 
McBride,  Rol)ert.  and  Stephen  Kerr,  Mr.  Find- 
lay  presented  the  petition  of,   read,  and 
referred  ----.. 

the  committee   re|>ort  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
the  heirs  of  Andrew  Mitchell  - 
(See  Mitchell,  Andrew.) 
.McCulloch,  Hugh,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  of    -         .         . 
read  twice,  and  referred     .... 
reported  without  amendments    ... 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed ... 
McEwen,  James,  and  others,    .Mr.  Lowrie  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  praying  a  modifica- 
tion of  the  tariff,  read,  and  referred 
McFarland,  Elizabeth,  Mr.  Dickerson  presented 

the  petition  of 

the  committee  discharged,  and  leave  given 

to  withdraw  her  papers  -         -         .         . 

Mcllvaine,  Joseph,  of  New  Jersey,  attended 

McKnight,  John  .M.  S.,  administrator  of  Charles 

.McKnight,  Mr.  Van  Buren  presented  the 

petitiou  of,  read,  and  referred 

.McNair,  Alexander,  Mr.  Benton   presented  the 
petition  of,  read,  and  referred 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  and  read    - 
read  the  second  litne  -         -         -         .         . 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        -  -  . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
amendments  received  -  .  .  . 
agreed  to- 

McPherson,  Joseph  8.,  Mr.   Findlay  presented 
the  memorial  of,  praying  a  settlement  of 
accounts,  read,  and  referred    ... 
.Mears,  Benjamin,   and  others,  .Mr.  Findlay  pre- 
sented the  petition  of.  in  relation  to  duty 
on  iron,  read,  and  referred      ... 
Mebane.  John  B.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives  to    authorize   the  executors 
of,  to  collect  certain  arrears    -         .         . 
read  twice,  and  referred      .... 
reported  without  amendments    ... 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        .         .         - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
a   bill  from  the    House  of  Representatives 
supplementary  to  the  above    ... 
referred     .--.... 
reported  without  amendment     ... 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         .         . 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Meen,  John,  and  others,  .Mr.  Findlay  presented 
the  petition  o»;  praying  a  modification  of 
the  tariff,  read,  and  referred    .         -         . 
Melville,  David,  .Mr.  D' Wolf  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read,  and  referred        -         .         . 
report  made,  and  tfie  committee  discharged 
.Memphis.     (See  Road.) 

Merchandise,  statements  showing  the  value  of 
imported,  laid  on  the  table      ... 
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Miami.     (See  Road.— See  Wabash.) 
Michael,  John,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of,  read 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendments    .         .         . 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        .         -         . 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         .         . 
Michigan,  notice  of  a  bill  in  addition  to  the  act 
in  relation  to  the  government  of     - 
read  twice,  and  referred  -         -         . 

reported  without  amendment  -         -         . 

laid  on  the  table 

Military  Academy,  a  report  from  the  Secretary 
of  War,  showing  the  amount  of  expendi- 
tures for  the 

Military  Affairs,  the  Committee  on,  appointed  - 

Military  Establishment,  a  report  from  the  Secre- 

Ury  of  War,  showing  the  expenditures 

for  the,  read  ...... 

Military  Land  Warrants,  a  bill  from  the  House 
ol  Representatives  allowing  further  time 
for  locating    ..... 

read  twice,  and  referred     ... 

reported  without  amendment 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         _ 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  in 
relation  to  Virginia         ... 

read  twice,  and  referred     .         -         - 

reported  without  amendment 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
Military  Road.     (See  Road.) 
Military  Service,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of 
War  with  a  statement  of  the  appropria- 
tions for  the  ----.. 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
making  appropriations  for  the 

read,  and  referred      -         -         -         -         . 

report  made,  and  debated  -         -         -         . 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         - 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
making  further  appropriations  for  the 

read  twice,  and  referred     -         -         -         . 

reported    ----.._ 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         .         . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Militia,  the  committee  on  the,  appointed  - 

80  much  of  the  President's  Message  as  re- 
lates to  the,  referred  tq  the  above  com- 
mittee ------. 

a  bill  to  establish  an  uniform,  reported,  and 
read      ---.... 

read  the  second  time  .... 

considered         ---_.. 

laid  on  the  table         -         -         -         .         . 

taken  up,  and  again  laid  on  the  table  - 
Miller,  Henry,  .Mr.  Findlay  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  praying  compensation  for  services 
in  the  Revolutionary  war,  read,  and  re- 
ferred   -----.. 

Miller,  James,  Governor  of  Arkansas.  (See  Jir- 
katisas.) 

.Miller,  James  and  Robert,  Mr.  Holmes  presented 
the  petition  of,  in  relation  to  French  spo- 
liations, read,  and  referred      -         -         - 
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er,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Lowrie  presenteil 
the  petition  of,  praying  a  revision  of  the 
taritf,  read,  and  referred  -         .         - 

MilU,  Elijah,  of  Massachusetts,  attended  - 

speech  of,  on   his   resolution   proposing  an 

an^endment  to  the  Constitution 
remarits  of,  on  a  proposed  amendment  to  the 

Constitution  .         .         -         . 

on  the  bill  to  secure  the  accountability  of 

public  officers         -         -         -       237,  238,  240 
remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill     -         -         -     657 
Mims,  Joseph,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of  the  heira  of, 
read  twice,  and  referred  -         -         . 

reported  without  amendment     -         -         - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        .         -         . 
rend  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         - 
Mint,  report  from  the  Director  of  the 

Mississippi,  Mr.  Williams  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  the  Legislature  of,  relative  to  In- 
dian title  to  lands  in,  read,  and  referred 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
changing  the  mode  of  surveying  lands  in 
Arkansas,  and        -         -         .         -         . 

read,  and  referred  -  -  -  -  - 
reported  with  amendments     -         -         -         - 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        .         _         . 

a  bill  to  provide  a  Surveyor  General  for  Lou- 
isiana and,  reported,  and  read 

read  the  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment     -         -         - 

laid  on  the  tabic         ..... 

Mississippi  Land  Company,  Mr.  Mills  presented 
the  petition  of  Ebenezer  Oliver,  and  oth- 
ers, Directors  of  the  New  England,  read, 
and  referred  -         -         -         -         -         • 

adverse  report  in  full         ...         - 

considered  -....- 

agreed  to- 

a  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote,  laid  on  the 
table 

Mississippi  River.  (See  Ohio  and  Miss.  Rivers.) 

Missouri,  Mr.  Benton  presented  the  memorial  of 

the  Legislature  of,  praying  the  adjustment 

of  land   claims   in,  and   a  duty  on  lead, 

read,  and  referred  ----- 

a  bill  for  the  adjustment  of  land  claims  in 
Arkansas  and,  reported,  and  read   - 

read  the  second  time  -         .         .         . 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         - 

a  memorial  of  the  Legislature  in  relation  to 
the  Indian  title  to  lands  in,  referred 

a  bill  providing  for  the  settlement  of  claims 
to  lands  in,  reported,  and  read 

read  the  second  time  -         -         .         . 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         - .       - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .         -         - 

amendments  received,  and  concurred  in 

a  bill  to  perfect  certain  locations  in,  reported, 
and  read         ----.. 

read  the  second  time  -         -         -         . 

ordered  to  the  third  reading         ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 

Mr.  Benton  submitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing the  "  commons"  near  the  towns  and 
villages  in     -----         - 

agreed  U 
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Missouri — continued.  Psge- 

the  committee  discharged  ...         -  522 
the  committee  on  the  petition  of  Charlea  S. 
Hampstead   and    others,  report  a   bill  to 
alter  the  terms  of  the  district  courts  in, 

read 421 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         -         .610 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         -  514 
Mr.  Benton  submitted  a  resolution  in  rela- 
tion to  lands  for  schools  in      -         -         -  592 

laid  on  the  table 617 

agreed  to-        -         -         -         -         -         -  654 

a  bill  from   the   House  of  Representatives 
to  establish  an  additional  land  office  in, 

read   twice,  and  referred           ...  776 

reported 782 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  785 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -          -  789 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rtpresentatives  re- 
specting the  validity  of  claims  to  lands  in 

Arkansas,  &c..  read   twice,  and   referred  745 

reported  with  amendments          ...  757 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  784 

read  the  third  lime  and  passed  ...  787 
a  bill  to  extinguish  the  Indian  title  to  lands 

in,  reported  and  read      ....  746 

read  the  second   time          ....  748 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         -         -  771 

read  the  third  time,.and  passed  ...  773 
a  bill  respecting  the  survey  of  the  southern 
and  western   boundary  of,  reported,  and 

read  twice      .--.-.  758 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  774 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         .         .  779 

Mitchell,  Andrew,  the  petition  of  Rol»ert  McBride 
and  Stephen  Kerr,  administrators  of,  read 

and  referred 115 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of,  reported 

and  read 233 

read  the  second  time           ....  242 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        •         •         .319 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  323 

Mitchell,  John,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of       -         -         -  617 
read  twice,  and  referred     ....  653 

reported     .......  768 

amended,  and  ordered  to  the  third   reading  780 

read   the  third  time,   and   passed         -         -  785 
an  amendment  to  their  amendment  received 

and  concurred  in    -         -         -         -         -  787 

.Mobile,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
to  alter  the   times  of  holding  the   district 

court  of,  read          .....  3g 

amendments  reported         -         .         .         .  125 

considered          ......  142 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  143 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  148 

amendments  receivvd         ....  306 

concurred  in      -         -         -         -         .         .  307 

notice  of  a  bill  explanatory  of  an  act  con- 
firming claims  to  lotA  in  -  .  •  275 
the  bill  read,  and  referred  -  -  -  .  287 
reported  without  amendment  -  -  -  291 
amended,  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading  533 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  >  •  570 
a   bill   from    the   House  of  Representatives 

granting  certain  lots  to  the  corporation  of  737 

read  twice,  and  referred      -          .          .         .  744 

reported  without  amendment      ...  761 
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Mobile — continued. 

hill  ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  .  . 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  .  . 
Moffitt,  John  S.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
reseniatives  for  the  relief  of  - 
read  twice,  and  referred  -  .  .  . 
reported  with  amendments  .  .  . 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  .  . 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  .  . 

Money,  Mr.  Taylor  submitted  a  resolution  call- 
ing for  information  in  regard  to,  borrowed 
during  the  late  war         -         .         .         . 
agreed  to--  ..... 

MeMdge  in  reply        -  -  .  .  . 

Montgomery,  John,  Mr.  Noble  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  read  and  referred      -         .         - 

Montgomery,  J.VM.  C,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
KepreseiitUives  for  the  relief  of      . 
read  twice,  and  referred     -  .  .  . 

reported  without  amendment  -  -  . 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ... 
read  the  third  tune,  and  passed  ... 

Montgomery,  Wi|li«in  VV.,  Mr.  Johnson  pre- 
beiited  the  memorial  of,  praying  that  a 
balance  in  fdvor  of  Michael  Reynolds  be 
paid   the   memorialist,  read,  and   referred 

Mooney,  Henry,  and  others,  Mr.  D.ckerson  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  in  relation  to  duties, 
read,  and  referred  -  .  -  .  . 

Moore,  Alexander.     (See  Alexandria.) 

Moore.  A.,  and  others,  of  Alexandria,  Mr.  John- 
son presented  the  |>etition  of,  praying 
retrocession  to  Virginia,  read,  and  re- 
ferred   •--.... 

Moore,  .\lfrecl,  and  Sterling  Org,iin,   Mr.  Kelly 
presented  the  petition  of,   read  and  refer- 
red        •--._-. 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported  and  read     - 
read  the  second  lime         -  -  .         . 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -  .  _ 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
.Moore,  Henry,   .Mr.    Lowrie    presented  the  peti- 
tii>n  of,  read  and  referred  ... 

Moore,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Dickerson  present-. 
«d  the  riieinoriul  of,  praying  an  increase 
of  duly  on  iron,  read  and  referred 
Moore.  Pliny.   Mr.   Seymour  pesented  the  peti- 
tion ul,  read  and  referred  ... 
Moreau,   Cele>tin,   Mr.  Jutinsoii   presented    the 
peliiu>n  uf,  read  and  referred   ... 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported  and  read 
reati  the  second  tiijio           .... 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 
read  the  tmrd  time,  and  passed 
Morgan,  Charles,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,   read  and  referred     ... 
a  lUi'tion  to  discharge  the  committee 
tiie  euiniiiillee  discharged             ... 
M«»rgaii,   .loiiMthan,   and    wife.       (See    Vcnable, 

W'iliiam.) 
Morrow,  Jjiiu-s,  .Mr.  Lowrie  submitted  a  resolu- 
lioii  to  place,  on  the  pension  list     - 
agrerd  to,  and   referred       .... 
like  coiiiinittie  discharged  ... 

Mullord,  Lewis,  and  others,  .Mr.  Dickerson  pre- 
sented the  fiieinorial  of.  read,  and  reterred 
Mu.se,  J  jiues  Fort,  .Mr.  Johnson  (iresented  the  pe- 
tition of,  pra)ing  a  grant  of  land,  read, 
and  referred  ...... 
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Myers,  George,  and  others,  Mr.  J^owrie  present- 
ed the  petition  of,  in  relation  to  duties, 
read,  and  referred  .         .         .         . 

N. 

Nantucket.     (Sec  Pensacola.) 
Napier,  Rapolye,   and    Bennett,    a    petition  of, 
praying  remission  of  duties  on  certain  su- 
gar, read,  and  referred  ... 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  and  of  Lewis  A.  Pe- 
tray,  and  Just  Viel,  reported,  and  read    - 
read  the  second   time         -         .  .         . 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         .         . 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
National  Road.     (See  Hoada.) 
Naturalization,  a  bill  to  establish  a  uniform  sys- 
tem of,  reported,  and  read       .         .         . 
read  the  second  time          -         -         .         . 
recommitted      --.... 

reported  without  amendment     .         .         _ 
a  bill  in  further  addition  to  the  act  to  estab- 
lish a  rule  of,  and  to  repeal  all  other  acts 
on  that  subject,  reported,  and  read 
read  the  second  lime  -         .         .         . 

laid  on  the  table         -         -         .         .         . 
taken    up,   considered,  and  ordered  to  the 
third  reading  -  -  .  .  . 

read  the  third  lime,  and  passed 
Naval  Affairs,  the  Committee  on.  appointed 

so  much  of  the  President's  message  as  re- 
lates to,  referred     •         -         -         .         . 
Mr.  Lloyd  8ul)mitted  a  resolution  calling  for 
information    at  the  next  session  in  rela- 
tion to  the  expenses  of  courts  martial,  &c., 
in  the  Navy  and  Marine  Corps 
agreed  to  ---... 

Naval  Establishment,  a  letter  from  the  Navy  De- 
partment, showing  the  annual    expense 
of  the,  with  information   in  regard  to  a 
Peace  Establishment,  read      ... 
Naval  Service,  a  report  Irom  the  Secretery  of  the 
Navy,    with    a    statement    of  appropria- 
tions  and  expenditures  for  the,  read,  and 
referred  --.._. 

the  committee  discharged  -         .         .         . 
Navarre,  Franyois,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  sun- 
dry document:,  in  mppjrt  of  the  claim  of, 
read,  and  referred  .... 

Navy,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of,  transmit- 
ting a  statement  of  contracts  made  by  the 
Commissioners  of  the     -         -         .         . 
a   bill   from   the   House  of  Representatives 
making  appropriations  for  the,  read,  and 
referred  ...... 

reported,  with  amendments  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 

disagreement  of  the  House  ... 

the  Senate  insists  on  the  amendments 
a  committee  of  conference  appointed 
their  report  agreed  to  -  -  .  . 

Navy  Hospitals,  Mr.  Lloyd  sulnnitted   a  resolu- 
tion 111  relation  to  the  fund  for 
agreed  to  ...... 

a  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  to  establish,  re- 
ported, and  read     - 
documents  from   the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
in  relatitni  to  the  lull  laid  on  the  table     - 
the  bill  ordered  to  the  third  reading  - 
Navy  Pensions.     (Sec  Pensions.) 
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Navy  Register,  a  letter  from  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment transmitting  copies  of  the,  for  the 
use  of  the  Senate  -         -         -         -         •     161 
New  Haven,  Mr.  Edwards  presented   the  me- 
morial of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of, 
against  the  tariff,  read  and  referred         •     532 
Newport,  Mr.  D'Wolf  presented  the  memorial  of 
the  President   and  Directors  of  the  Mer- 
chants' Bank  of,  read  and  referred  -       49 
a  report  made   ---...     124 
recommitted  with  instructions  -         -         -     130 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  memorialists,  re- 
ported and  read     -         -         -         -         -131 
read  the  second  time          ....     143 
ordered  to  the  third  reading         ...      152 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed            •         -      153 
Newspapem,  a  resolution  directing  a  supply  of, 

passed  -         -         -         -         .         -       12 

New  York,  Mr.  King  presented  the  memorial  of 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  in  relation  to 

the  tariff,  read 231 

referred 243 

a  preamble  and  resolutions  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of,   relative  to    losses   sustained   by 
persons  residing  on  or  near  Niagara  river, 
read,  and  laid  on  the  table      -         .         .     318 
Nimmo,  William  T.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  the  relief  of,  read  and 
referred  ......     578 

reported  without  amendment  -  -  -  .  592 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  747 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  750 
Noble,  James,  of  Indiana,  attended  -  -  .  9 
remarks  of,  on  Indiana  lands  ...  325 
on  proposed  amendments  to  the  Constitu- 
tion        373 

on  the  tariff 729 

North  Carolina,  Mr.  Branch  presented  a  nremo- 

rial  from  the  State  of,  in  relation  to  claims  ' 

to  Tennessee  lands,  read  and  referred     -     315 

O. 

O'Brien,  Richard,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the  pe- 
tition   of,   praying    a    settlement   of  ac- 
counts, read  and  referred         ...  ns 
adverse  report  made           -         -         -         -  125 
agreed  to--         .         .         -         .         -IJO 
Officers  of  the  Customs,  Mr.  Johnson  submitted 
a  resolution  to  revise  the  act  in  relation 
to  the  compensation  of  .         .         -         -91 
agreed  to           -..-..  97 
committee  discharged         ....  757 
a  report  from  the  ^Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
showing  the  emolumcnls,  «Scc.,  of  certain  351 
Officers  of  the  two  Houses,  a  bill  to   revive  the 
act   fixing    the  compensation   of,    intro- 
duced, and  read  twice    -         •         -         -  89 

postponed 103 

amended  and  referred         -         -         .         -  1 1 1 

reported  with  amendments         ...  140 

laid  on  the  table         -         -         .         .         .  \^i 

considered,  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading  209 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed            -         .  231 
Officers  of  the  Senate,  Mr.    Eaton  submitted  a 

resolution  respecting  the  election  of        -  54 

modified  and  postponed  -  -  -  .  75 
debated  -----..78 
postponed          -         -         .         .         .         -81 

laid  on  the  table 85 


Officers  of  the  Senate — continued.  Page 

Mr.  Hayne  submitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing the  election  of  -         -         -         . 

amended  and  referred         .... 

report  made       ...... 

agreed  to  ---... 

Ogden,  Thomas  L.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  the  relief  of       - 

read  twice,  and  referred     .... 

reported  without  amendment     ... 

the  third  reading  refused  .         .         -  - 

Oglethorpe  County,  Georgia,  Mr.  Elliott  pre- 
sented a  preamble  and  resolution  of, 
against  an  increase  of  duties,  read,  and 
referred  ...... 

Ohio,  Mr.  Brown  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of,  relative  to  the  sale  o(  school 
lands,  referred         ..... 

Mr.  Brown  presented  a  resolution  of,  re- 
specting protection  to  American  manu- 
factures, read,  and  referred     ... 

Mr.  B.  presented  a  resolution  of,  respecting 
the  location  of  school  lands,  read,  and 
referred  --.... 

Mr.  B.  presented  a  resolution  of,  in  relation 
to  the  abolition  of  slavery,  read,  and  laid 
on  the  table  ----.. 

a  bill  to  change  the  terms  of  the  circuit 
and  district  courts,  reported  and  read 

read  the  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment     ... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  .         . 

a  bill  from  the  House  uf  Representatives  re- 
upecting  three  tracts  of  land  in  TuM-arawas 
county  in,  read  twice,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment     ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Ohio  and  Mississippi  Rivers,  a  bill  |>om  the  House 
of  Re(>reseiitatives  to  improve  the  navi- 
gation of  the 

read  twice,  and  referred     .... 

reported  without  amendment     .         .         - 

considered         ...... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 

Old,  Joseph,  and  others,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented 
the  petition  of,  praying  an  increase  of 
duty  on  iron,  read,  and  referred 
Oliver,  Ebenezer.  (See  Miniasippi  Land  Com- 
pany.) 
Ore,  James,  Mr.  Kelly  presented  the  petition  of, 
read,  and  referred  -  -  -  .  . 

a  motion   to  discharge  the  committee,  laid 
on  the  table  --.-.. 
considered,  and  agreed  to  -         .         . 

Orgain,  Sterling.     (See  Mtore,  Alfred.) 
Orrery.     (See  I'laneturium.) 
Osage  Indians,  bilF  from  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives to  provide  an  agent  for  the  - 
read  the  first  time      -         -         .         -         . 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Ottrcma.'e,  J.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives for  the  relief  of  .... 
read  twice,  and  referred     .... 
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Oltreraare,  J. — continued. 

bill  reported  with  amendments  • 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       -         -         - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
I        disagreement  of  the  House  to  their  amend- 
I  ments    ....... 

the  Senate  recede  therefrom       -        .        . 

P. 

'aimer,  William  A.,  of  Vermont,  attended 
Parent,  Charles,  a  petition  of  C.  Parent  in   be- 
half of  the  heirs  of,  read,  and  referred     - 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of,  reported, 
and  read         -•>... 
I        read  the  second  time  -         .         .         . 

laid  on  the  table         -         .         .         .         . 

Parrott,  John  F.,  of  New  Hampshire,  attended  . 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  additional  sloops 

of  war 

Passau,  George  de,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the 
petition  of,  praying  confirmation  to  a  tract 
of  lund.  read,  and  referred     - 

adverse  report  made  ... 

agreed  to  - 

Patent  Office,  a  bill  relative  to  the,  reported,  and 
read      -.--.. 
read  the  second  time  ... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Patterson,  William,  and  others,  Mr.  Dickerson 
presented   the  petition  of,  read,  and  re 
terred     ---... 

Paulus,  Barbara,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep 
resentatives  for  the  relief  of.  read    - 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred     - 
reported  without  ainondments    - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Pcabody.  Joseph,  and  others,  Mr.  Lloyd  present 
ed  the  ptlition  of.  relative  to  French  spo 
liations,  read,  and  referred 

Pearce.  William,  and  others.  .Mr.  Lloyd  present 
ed  the  petition  of,  relative  to  French  »po 
liations,  read,  and  referred 

Pennock,    Abrahiin,  and   others.    Mr.    Findlay 
presenU'd   the  petition  of,  read,  and  re 
lerrcd    

Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Findlay  presented  .several 
resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of,  respect- 
ing the  tariff,  read,  and  laid  on  the  table 

Mr.  Lowrie  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of,  against  the  bill  imposing 
duty  on  auction  sales,  read,  and  laid  on 
the  table         ...... 

a  letter  from  the  Governor  of,  with  a  reso- 
lution approving  the  declaration  of  the 
President  in  favor  of  liberty  on  the  West- 
ern Hemisphere,  read,  and  laid  on  the 
Uble 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
alter  the  judicial  districts  of  . 

read  twice,  and  referred     -         .         .         . 

reported  with  amendments         ... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Pcnsacola,  .Mr.  Johnson   submitted  a  resolution 
respecting  a  naval  depot  at  or  near 

agreed  to 
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Pensacola — continued. 

the  committee  report  a  bill  respecting  the 
Florida  coast  .         .         .         .         . 

(See  Florida.) 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representative*  to 
allow  a  salary  tu  the  Collector  of  Nan- 
tucket and,  and  to  abolish  the  office  of 
Surveyor  at   - 

read  twice,  and  referred     -         -         -         . 

reported    --..-.. 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
Pensions,  the  Committee  on,  appointed     - 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
extending  the  term  of  half  pay,  to  widows 
and  children  of  officers,  seamen,  and  ma- 
rines, read  twice,  and  referred 

reported  with  amendments  -         .         . 

considered  -         -         .         .         .      ■  . 

postponed  --.-.. 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 

Mr.  Parrott  submitted  a  resolution  in  rela- 
tion to,  for  the  widows  and  orphans  of 
persons  slain  in  the  private-armed  vessels 

agreed  to- 

a  bill  extending,  to  persons  disabled  in,  and 
the  widows  and  orphans  of  those  slain  in, 
private-armed  vessels,  reported,  and  read 

the  report  in  full 

the  bill  read  the  third  time 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         .  . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 

amendments  received,  and  concurred  in 

a  Dill  Irom  the  House  of  Representatives  con- 
cerning invalid       .         -         -         .         . 

read  the  first  time 

read  the  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  with  amendments         ... 

laid  on  the  table 

taken  up,  amended,  and  ordered  to  the  third 
reading  ----.. 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 

the  Hou.>=e  agrees  to  some  and  disagree*  to 
other  amendments  -         .      '  . 

the  Senate  adhere  to  their  amendments 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
extend  tlie  term  of  certain,  read  twice, 
and  referred 

reported  without  amendments    - 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Pensioners,  Mr.   Noble  submitted  a   resolution 
respecting  the   names   and   amounts  re- 
ceived by  all 

laid  on  the  table         -         -         -         .         . 

agreed  tj-         --  -. 

Perkins,  James,  and  others,  Mr.  Holmes  present- 
ed the  petition  oi.  in  relation  to  French 
spoliations,  reai',  and  referred 

Perley.  Frederick,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives  for  the  relief  of    - 
read  twice,  and  referred     -         -         .         . 
reported  without  amendment      - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Persico,  G..  and  others,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the 
memorial  ot  in  relation  to  the  tariff,  read, 
and  referred  ---... 
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Petera,  Samuel,  Mr.  Lanman  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read,  and  referred        -         -         -      10 1 
the  committee  discharged  -         -         .         .     328 
Petersburg  and  Richmond.     (See  VcsaeU.) 
Petray,  Lewis  A.,  and  Just  Viel,  Mr.  Hayne  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  praying  the  remis- 
sion of  certain  duties,  read,  and  referred       42 
(See  Napier,  &.c.) 
Peyster,  Frederick  de,  and  Co.,  Mr.  Van  Burcn 

presented  the  petition  of,  read  and  referred  lOS 
Philadelphia,  Mr.  Findlay  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  a  number  uf  citizens  of,  praying  a 
revision  of  the  tariff,  read,  ixnd  referred  -  41 
Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the  memori;il  of  the 
Synod  of,  respecting  the  civilization  of  the 
Indians,  read  -  •  -  -  .       47 

Mr.  Lowrie  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of,  in  relation  to 
bankruptcy,  read,  and  referred  -  -  83 
a  memorial  from  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
of,  in  relation  to  an'artificial  harbor  near 
the  Capes,  read,  and  referred  -         -      113 

the  committee  discharged  -         -         -         -     775 
Mr.    Lowrie   presented   a  memorial  of   the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  ai^ainst  additional 
duties  on  imports,  read,  and  relerred        -     308 

Phipps,  Thomas,  and  other»,  .Mr.  Lowrie  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  praying  a  revision 
of  the  tariff,  read,  and  referred  -  -      113 

Piatt,  John  H.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs 

of,  read  twice,  and  referred     -  -  .     57t 

reported  without  amendment     ...     726 

laid  on  the  table 7t'J 

taken  up,  and  again  laid  on  the  table  -  7.')9 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  708 
read  the    third  time,  and  passed  .  .      773 

Planetarium,  Mr.  Smith  presented  the  petition 
of  Nathaniel  Potter,  and  others,  soliciting 
encouragt'inent  tor  a  new,  invented  by 
Thoiuas  .\ewcll,  read,  and  referred  -      1  IS 

the  committee  discharged,  and  the  petition 

referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War     .  -      521 

Plymouth  Beach.     (See  rre.sf/tie  InU.) 
Point  Coupip,  a  bill  from  the   House  of  Repre- 
sentatives  granting  land   to  the    inhu!>i- 

tanlsof 773 

read  twice,  and  referred     -         -         -         -     77(J 

reported t  '782 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -  -  -      785 

read  the  third  tune,  and    passed         -         -      7S8 
Portugal,  Mr.  Lloyd  submitted  a  resolution  call- 
ing on    the  President  tor  inlorin  ition  re- 
specting commercial  ^elation^  wiih         .     .'j08 

considered 51.5 

agreed  to 518 

a  message  in  reply    -         -         -         .         -      «21 
Ports  of  Delivery,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives     to    e>-ta')lish    liowdoinham, 
Troy,   Hudson,   and   Fuirport,    as,    read 
twice,  and  referred         -         .         .         .     777 

reported 7g2 

postponed  indefinitely         ....      7^5 
Portsmouth,  .Mr.  Parrott  prcsentt'd  a    memorial 
from    the    merchaiita    of,   in    relation    to 
French  s|>oliations,  read,  and  referred     •      111 
Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads,  the  Ci)muiittce  on, 

appointed       -          -          ...          .27 
discharged 7^5 


P«ge. 

Postmasters,  Mr.  Knight  submitted  a  resolution 
for  additional  compensation  to,  for  stamp- 
ing ship  letters,  read      -         -         -         -       77 
agreed  to  -         -         -         •         --81 

Post  Roads,  a  report  from  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral with  a  list  of  unproductive,  read,  and 

referred 290 

Mr.  Johnson  submitted  a  resolution  for  a 
post  road  from  Baton  Rouge  to  Opeiou- 
sas         -         -         -         -         -         -  -315 

laid  on  the  table 318 

Mr.  Johnson  submitted  a  resolution  in  re- 
gard to  the  nearest  post  route  between 
Aew  Orleans  and  Washington        •         •581 

agreed  to 593 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
discontinue    certain,     and    to    establish 
others    ---»-.-     769 
read  twice,  and  referred     ....     772 
postponed  indefinitely  -        .-  -  -      786 

Potter,  Israel  R.,  Mr.  Knight  presented  the  peti. 

tion  of,  read,  and  referred         .  -  -      136 

the  committee  discharged  ....  289 
Potts,  David,  and  others,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented 
the  petition  of,  praying  additional  duties 
on  iron  and  steel,  read,  and  ref-rred  -  159 
Potts,  Samuel,  .Mr.  Findljy  presented  the  me- 
morial of,  praying  aiiditional  duty  on 
iron,  read,  and  relerred  -         >         .111 

Pre-emption,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives  granting,  to  all  counties  or  parishes 

in  winch  public  lands  are  situated  -          -  5G6 

read  twice,  and  referred     ....  569 

reported  without  amendment     ...  573 

ordered  to  the  third   reading        ...  779 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -         -  787 
a  bill   from    the   House  of  Representatives 
granting,  to  settlers  in  the  districts  oi  St. 

Helena  and  Jackstm  Courtiiouse     -          .  737 

read  twice,  and  referreii     ....  744 

reported  without  amendment     -          -         -  761 

postponed  indefirittely         -         .          .         .  7y4 
a  bill   from   the   Hou!«e   of   Representatives 

concerning,  in  Arkansas          -         .         -  773 
read  twice,  and  referred     ....  77G 
reported    -          -          -          -          -          .          -782 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  785 
read  the  third   time,    and   pa.'>sed          -          -  788 
President  of  the  United  Slates,  a  committee  ap- 
j>ointed   to  inform    the,  o(  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  ^^••nate         -^s      -         .         -  10 
the  Annual  Messigeofthe          -          -          -  12 
President  and  Vice  President,  Mr.  Eaton  submit- 
ted a  re.s.)lutioii  to  amend  the  act  relative 
to  the  flection  uf  -          -          -          .          -  42 

agreed  to -48 

a  bill  in  adililion   to  the    aet  respecting  the 

elecli  .11  of,  reported,  and  re.id  twice          -  317 

considered           -         -         -       oOli,  511,  6ls,  519 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         -         -  523 

read  th-^   third   tjine,  and   passed          -          .  524 

President  of  lh«!  Senate,  the    atleiidanre  of  the  127 
declines     luither     attendance     during     the 

sehsion            --..._  706 

John  Cijill.ird  elected,  pro  tempore    -         -  768 
Presque  Isle,  a  bill  from  the  House  oj  Represen- 
tatives lor  dee^jeiiiiig  the  channel  of,  and 

repairing  I'lj  mouth  Beach      ...  737 
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Presque  Isle — continued. 

bill  read  twice,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment      - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
Prke,   Chandler,  and   others,  Mr.   Findlay  pre- 
sented the  j>etition  of,  read,  and  referred 
Prilchard,  John,  Mr.  Brown  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred 
adverse  report  made  -         -         -         .         . 
agreed  to  - 
Private  Bills.    (See  Rufea.) 
Prout,  Holden  W..  Mr.  Kelly  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read,  and  relerred        -         -         . 
the  committee  discharged  -  .         -         . 

Public  Buildings,  a  message  from  the  President 
I  transmitting    a    report    of   the    Commis- 

sioner of,  read,  and  referred    • 
Public  Debt,  a  report  from   tne  Secretary  of  the 

.     J'f^a'ury  respecting  interest  on  the 
rublic  Lands,  the  committee  on  appointed 

discharged  --..__ 

(See  Ltindt.) 
Public  Money,  a   bill   to   provide   better  security 
for,  in  the  hands  of  marshals,  clerks,  and 
attorneys,  reported,  and  read  - 
read  the  second  time  -         .         .         . 

recommitted       ---... 
reported  with  amendments 
considered,  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  pas«ed  - 
Public  Officers,  Mr.  Holmes  gave  notice  of  a  bill 
to  secure  the  accountability  of 
the  bill  read,  and  referred  -  -         .         . 

reported  with  amendments         -         .  . 

(MJStponed  ----.. 

considered  ------ 

ortlered  t«i  ihe  third  reading         -  .  . 

read  the  third  lime,  and  passed  ... 
Purchasers  of  Public  Landd,  Mr.  King  submitted 
a  resolution  for  the  extension  of  provi- 
sions for  the  relief  of      .... 

agreed  to. 

a  bill  to  provide  for  the  extinguishment  of 

ilebt  due  by,  reported,  and  read 
read  the  second  time  -         -         -         . 

laid  on  the  table         -         -         -         .         . 
considered  ... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  pnssed 
amendments  received  .... 

concurred  in       -         -         -  .         .         . 

a  bill  explanatory  of  the   act  reported,  and 

reail  twice      ...... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         .         . 
read  the  third  time,  and  parsed 
Purser*  and   Navy   AgenU,  Mr.  Williams  sub- 
mitted a  resolution  calling  for  a  list  of  ihe 
names  of,  wlu»  arc  in  arrears  -          .         - 
agreed  to   -          -         -                  ... 
report  in  reply,  read 

Q. 

Qiiapaw  Indians.     {Sec  Arkansas.) 
(^uin!)y,  James,  and  others,  Mr.  Di<kcrson  pre- 
scnteil  the  petition  of,  read,  and  referred 

R. 
Rapelyc.     (See  I^apier.) 

ISih  Con.  ht  Sess.— C 
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Rawie,  W.,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the  petition 
of,  praying  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  read,  and  laid  on 
the  table        -         -         .         .         . 

Rawlings,  Rezin,  and  John  Locke,  executors  of 
Daniel  Rawlings.  Mr.  Eaton  presented 
the  memorial  of,  read,  and  referred 

adverse  report  made 

[Mistponed  .         -         .         _         _ 

laid  on  the  table         -         .         .         J         [ 
recommitted      .         .         -         .         _         J 

another  report  made  -         -         -         _         . 
concurred  in      ....         . 

Read,  Samuel,  and  others,  Mr.  Dickcrson  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  praying  addi- 
tiona  duty  on  foreign  iron,  read,  and  re- 
ferred   --..__ 

Registers  of  Wills,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Re- 
J>resenlatives  to  regulate  the  fees  of,  in 
the  District  of  Columbia  -         -         . 

read  twice,  and  referred     -         -         -    ,     . 
reported  without  amendment     -         .         . 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         .         - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
Revenue  and  Finances,  so  much  of  the  Prosi- 
deiil'^  .Message  as  relates  to  the,  referred 
Revolutionary  Pensioners,  a  letter  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  with   a  statement  of  the 
numl>er  of,  in  each  State,  read,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed         -         -         .         . 

Rcy nobis,    Miehael.      (Sec   Muntgomery,    Wil- 

tiam  \V.) 
Richard -on,    La'ndie,  a   bill   from    the  House  of 
Representatives  for  the  relief  of 
read  twice,  and  relerred     -         -         -         - 
rejK.rted  without  amendment     -         .         . 
laid  on  the  table         -         .         .         -         . 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Riddick,  Thomas  F.,  Mr.   Barton   presented  the 
petition  of,  read,  and  referred 
documents  relating  to  tlie  claim  of,  referred 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  and  read     - 
read  the  second  time  .... 

laid  on  the  table         -         -         -         .         . 
leave  given  to  withdraw  his  papers     - 
Riker,  R.,  and  others,  aliens,  .Mr.  Van    Buren 
presented   the   petition  of,  read,  and   re- 
ferred   --.-... 

Riley,  Justice,  Mr.   Lanman  presented  the  me- 
morial of,  in  relation    to   French  spolia- 
tions, read,  and  referred  -  .  . 
Rio   Hondo   and   Sabine  rivers,  a  bill   from   the 
House     of    Representatives     concerning 
land   situated   between    the,  read   twice, 
and  referred  --.... 
rei>orted    -.-.-__ 
ordered  to  a  third  rea«ling           -         .         . 
r«  ad  the  third  lime,  and  passed 
Ripka,  JosepTi.  and  others,  Mr.  Findlay  present- 
ed the  petition  of.  praying  a  modification 
of  the  tarifi;  read,  and  referred 
Riit,  Samuel,  a  lull  from    the   House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of      -         -         .     582 
read  iwice,  and  referred     .         -         -         _     593 
reported  without  amendment     -         -         .     747 
postponed  iudefinilcly         -         -         -         .     750 
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Roads,  Mr.  Johnson  submitted  a  resolution  call- 
ing for  information  as  to  the  condition  of 
the  national  road  at  Madisonville  - 
agreed  to  ..-..- 

report  in  reply,  read,  and  referred 
Mr.  Noble  submitted  a  rct^olution  for  open- 
ing a   road  through  Columbus,  Indiana- 
polis, Ac.      ------ 

read  and  agreed  to    - 

a  bill  from   the   House  of  Representatives 
to    make    one  from    Memphis    to    Little 
Rock,  read  twice,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     -         -         - 
laid  on  the  table         -         .         -         -         - 
considered  ------ 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       .         -         - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

a   bill   from   the   House  of  Representatives 

for  opening  certain,  in  Florida,  read 
considered  ------ 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -         -         - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War  respect- 
ing a  military  road  from  Fort  St.  Philip 
to  the  English  Turn,  read 
a  bill  to  authorize  said  road,  reported  and 
read      ------- 

read  the  second  lime  -         -         -         - 

debated     

laid  on  the  table         .         .         -         .         - 
considered  -         -         - 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        .         -         - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
a  bill    from    the    House   of  Representatives 
to  make  a  road  from  a  point  near  Miami 
to  Detroit       ...... 

read  twice,  and  referred     -         -         -         - 

ordered  to  the  third  reading         .         -         - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Roads  and  Canals,  Mr.  Brown  submitted  a  res- 
olution to  appoint  a  select  comniiltee  on 
amended  and   agreed  to     - 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 

provide  surveys,  dec,  for,  read 
read  the  second  time  .         .         -         - 

referred 

reported  without  amendment     -         .         - 
considered  -         -         -       419,  534,  558,  .'JSe 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -         -         -     .'ifi9 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         - 

Robbins,  Brintnel,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives (or  the  relief  of.  read  twice, 
and  referred  ------ 

reported  without  amendment     -         -         • 
ordered  to  the  third  reading         -         -         - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Robinson,  General  Thomas,  Mr.  Van  Dvke  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of  T.  Roliinson  in 
behalf  of  himself  and  other  children  of, 
read,  and  referred  ----- 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of.  reported, 
and  read  twice       -         -         .         -         - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -    '     - 
Roderick,  Anthony.     (See  Hnlilinnifh,  Morris.) 
Roddy,  James,  Mr.  Hayne  presented  the    peti- 
tion of  the  heirs  of,  read,  and  referred     -     316 
the  committee  discharged  -         -         -         -     757 
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Rotch,  William,  and  others,  Mr.  Mills  presented 

the  memorial  of,  read,  and  referred 
Rowland,  James,  and  others,  Mr.  Dickerson  pre- 
sented   the  memorial   of,    read,    and   re- 
ferred    ------- 

Rowland,  M.,  and  others,   Mr.  Dickeraon  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  read,  and  referred 
Rucker,  Elliott,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Reprt^- 
sentatives  for  the  relief  of       -         -         - 
read  twice,  and  referred     -         -         -         - 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         -         - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         - 
Ruggles,  Benjamin,  of  Ohio,  attended 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  settling  claims    • 
on  the  bill  allowing  a  drawback  on  cordage 
on  the  Tarifl"  bill         -         -         -         -     514,  659 

Rules,  Mr.  King  submitted  a  resolution  for  a 
rule  respecting  the  duties  of  the  presiding 
officer    ------- 

agreed  to '         -         -         -         -         -* 

the  announcement  of  new,  by  the  presiding 
officer    ------- 

Mr.  Holmes   submitted   a   resolution  for   a 
new  rule  respecting  the  yeas  and  nays, 
read       -----  -  - 

read  the  second  lime  -         -  -         . 

laid  on  the  table         .         -         -         .         . 
a  rule  in  relation  to  private  bills,  adopted   - 
Rush,  John,  and   Samuel  Conway.  Mr.  Barton 
presented  the  memorial  of,  read,  and  re- 
ferred    ------- 

the  committee  discharged  -  -         -         - 

Russell,  Isaac.  .Mr.  Holmes  presented  the  peti- 
tion of.  read,  and  referred        -         -  - 

Russell,  William,  and  others,  Mr.  Dickerson 
presented  the  incmorul  of,  read,  an  1  re- 
ferred    ------- 


Ross,  John. 


(See  Cherukte  Indiana.) 


8. 

Scott,   Alexander,   Mr.   Ruggles    presented   the 
petition  of,  read,  and  referred 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  and  read     - 
read  the  second  time  -         -         .         . 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        .         .  - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 

Seacy,  Robert.  Mr.  Eaton  submitted  a  resolution 

res})ecting  the  accounts  of      -  -  - 

considered,  and  laid  on  the  table 

Seamen,  a   report   from   the  Secretary  of  State 

transmitting  the    returns  by  collectors  of 

American,  read       ----- 

(See  Pensions.) 
Seminole  War,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  jjersons  en- 
gaged in  the,  reported,  and  read     • 
laid  on  the  table         .         -         -         .         - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        -       ^  • 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -'- 
amendments  received         -         -         -  - 

concurred  in      -----         - 

Senate  OHicers.     (See  Officers  of  the  'Senate.) 
Senators,  a  list  of.  in  attendance  at  the  opening 
of  the  session  -         .         -         -         - 

,  Seymour,  Horatio,  of  V^ermont,  attended  - 
Shakers,  .Mr.    Van  Buren   presented  the  memo- 
rial of  the   United   Society  called,  read, 
and  referred  ------ 

the  committee   discharged,  and  the  memo- 
rial laid  on  the  table       -         -         -  . 
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Shaw,  Robert,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  documenU 
in  support  oi  the  claim  of.  read,  and  re- 
ferred -----.. 
Sharpies,  Abram,  and  others,  Mr.  Dickerson 
presented  the  memorial  of,  praying  addi- 
tional duty  on  foreign  iron,  read,  and 
referred  ----.. 

Shields,    Thomas,   Mr.  Johnson    presented  the 
memorial  of,  read,  and  referred 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  and  read     - 

read  the  second  time  .         .         _         . 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         .         , 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
Sibley,  Solomon,  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of       ... 

read  twice,  and  referred     -         -         .         . 

reported  without  amendment      .... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         .         . 

read  the  third  time,  and  pus.sed 
Sinking  Fund,  Mr.  Smith  submitted  a  resolution 
calling  for  information  as  to  the  amount 
due  the  Commissioners  of  the 

considered,  and  agreed  to  -         -         -         -       „, 

a  report  of  the  Commissioners  of  the,  read  107,  233 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  au- 
thorizing  the  Commissioners  of  the,  to 
purchase  seven  per  cent,  slock,  read  twice, 
and  referred  ----.. 

reported  with  amendments,  and  passed 
Skinner,  I.  L.,  .Mr.  Ruggles  presented  ihe  peti- 
tion oi,  read,  and  referred        -         -         . 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  and  read     - 

read  the  second  time  -  -  -         . 

ordered  to  the  third  readin.;        -         -         . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         . 

Slater,  Samuel,  and  others,  Mr.  Knight  present- 
ed the  memorial  of,  praying  a  revision  of 
the  taril!',  read,  and  referred    -         -         . 
the  memorial  ordered  to  be  printed 
Sleeper,  Mehemiah,  ami  others,  .Mr.  Findlay  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  read,  and  relierred 
Slocum,  Holden,   Mr.  Mills  presented   the  peti- 
tion oi,  respecting  French  spoliations,  read, 
and  referred  ------ 

Sloops  of  War.  .Mr.  Parrott  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion for  building  additional     -         -         . 
read,  and  agreed  to   - 

a  bill  to  authorize  the  building  of  additional, 
reported,  and  read  twice  -         -         - 

considered  -         -         -        138,  148,  210,  231 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         .         -     233 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         - 
Slough,  Jacob,  a  bill  from  ihe  House  of  Represent- 
atives for  the  relief  of    - 
read  twice,  and  referred      -         .  -         . 

reported  without  amendment      -         -         . 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Smith,  Calvin,  .Mr.  Johnson  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read,  and  referred       -  -  - 
the  committee  discharged  -         -         .         - 
Smith,  Daniel,  President   of  the   Pennsylvania 
Insurance  Company,  .Mr.  Lowrie  present- 
ed a  memorial  of,  in  relation  to  French 
spoliations,  read,  and  referred 
Smith,   Frederic   W..   Mr.  Dickerson  presented 
the  petition  of,  stating  inability  to  settle 
accounts,  read,  and  referred     -         -         .       29 
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Smith,  Frederic  W continued 

adverse  report  made  -         -         -         .         . 

considered,  and  concurred  in     - 
8mith,  Isaac  A.,  and  others,  Mr.  Johnson  pre- 
sented  the  petition  of,  praying  a  pre-emp- 
tion right  to  certain  settlers,  read,  and 
referred  -•--.. 

the  committee  discharged  -         .         -         . 
Smith,  Colonel  John,  Mr.  Johnson  submitted  a 
resolution  for  the  adjustment  of  the  claima 
of- 

agreed  to-         - 

Smith,  Jo.seph,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of 

read  twice,  and  referred      -         -         .         . 

reported  without  amendment     -         -         . 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -         .         . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         . 
Smith,  Moses,  leave  given,  to  withdraw  his  peti- 
tion         ^     _ 

Smith,  Noah,  Mr.  Holmes  presented  the  petition 
of  Comfort  Smith,  wife  of,  praying  a  pen- 
sion for  her  husband,  read,  and  referred  - 

a  bill  granting  a  pension  to,  reported,  and 
read       .-.-... 

read  the  second   time,  and  ordered  to  the 
third  reading  -         -         -         -         . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         . 

amendments  received  -         -         -         u 

concurred  in      -         -         .         -         .         . 

Smith,  Samuel,  of  Maryland,  attended 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Barbour's  resolution  in 
relation  to  the  claims  of  Virginia  for  cer- 
tain advances          -         .         -         .  33   35 
on  the  Tariff  bill        -         -         -66,612,661,738 
speech  of,  on  the  same       -         -         -         .     739 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sam- 
uel Gilbert 90,  91 

on  the  bill  for  additional  sloops  of  war      139,  149 
^speech  of,  on  the  same        -         -         -         -     224 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  secure  the  accoun- 
tability of  public  officers 
on  the  bill  allowing  a  drawback  on  cordage 
on  the  bill  for  the  supply  of  cannon,  &c.     - 
on  proposed  amendments  to  the  Constitu- 

^"^" 362,394 

speech  of.  on  the  same       -         -         -         .     394 

South  Carolina,  Mr.  Hayne  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion calling  for  information  in  relation  to 
the  arms  furnished  by,  to  the  United  States 
during  the  late  war         .         .         -         . 

agreed  to 

report  in  reply,  read,  and  referred 
the  committee  discharged  -         .         -         - 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
alter  the  times  of  holding  the  Courts  in  - 

read,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment  -  .  - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  .  - 
read  ihe  third  lime,  and  passed  -         -         - 

Spain,   Mr.  Barbour  submitted  a  resolution  re- 
specting relations  with,  read  -         .         - 
agreed  lo- 
an amendatory  bill  to  carry  into  effect  the 
ninth  article  of  the  treaty  with,  reported, 
read  twice,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendments    - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         .         . 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         - 
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Spultling.     (See  Fri/.) 

Sprigg,  Ann,  Mr.  Noble  presented  the  petition 
of  Israel  Canby,  executor  of,  read  and  re- 
ferred     31 

Standing  Committees,  Mr.  Noble  submitted  a 

resolution  to  appoint  the  -  -  -  24 
read,  and  laid  on  the  table  -         -  -       25 

committees  appointed  -  -         -         -       27 

Staniford,  Thomas,   Mr.  Lanman  presented   the 

petition  of,  read,  and,  and  referred  -  -  141 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  and  read  306 
read  the  second   time  .         -         -         -     307 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  4*20 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  422 
amenilments  received  ....     657 

concurred  in -     675 

leave  given  to  withdraw  his  papers     -         -     702 
St.  Anne,  the  church  of.     (See  Detroit.) 
Staughton,  Reverend   Doctor,  elected   Chaplain        30 
St.  Augustine,    the   bay    of.     (See   St.    John's 

river.) 
St.  Charles,  Missouri,  Mr.  Barton  presented  the 
memorial  of  the  corporation  of,  respecting 

lots  in,  referred 322 

referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands     342 
the  committee  report  a  bill   supplementary, 
making  further  provisions  respecting  lands 
in  Missouri    --.-•.     430 
(See  Missouri.) 
Sti'trns,  John.     (!See  BartUit,  William.) 
Stedman,  William,  Mr.  Kelly  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  read,  and  referred     .         -         -     520 

Stetson,  Amas;),  Mr.  Mills  presented  the  petition 

of,  read,  and  referred         -          -          -          -  77 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  and  read     -  132 

read  the  second  time          ....  138 

the  documents  ordered  to  be  printed  -         -  14H 

the  bill  laid  on  the  table     ...          -  257 

recommitted      .-.---  288 

reported  with  amendments          ...  290 

considered          _--,..  335 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  338 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  339 

amendments  received         ....  657 

concurred  in      -----         -  675 

leave  given  the  petitioner  to  withdraw  cer- 
tain papers    ----.-  691 

Stevenson,  Thomas,  and  others,  Mr.  Pindlay  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  praying  agamst 
additional  duty  on  tallow,  read,  and  re- 
ferred      -         -     204 

St.  Helena  Courthouse,  Mr.  Johnson  submitted 
a   resolution   calling   for   information  re- 
specting the  official  duties  of  the  register 
and  receiver  at       -         -         -         -         -       42 
agreed  to-         -         -         -         -         .         -48 
rep*>rl  in  reply,  read,  and  referred       -         -       50 
a   bill  i>upplemeniary  to  the  several  acts  for 
the  adjustment  of  land  claims  in  iho  dis- 
tricts of  Jackson  and,  reported,  and  read     275 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred       -  -     287 

reported  with  amendments  -  -  -^  3ti0 
laid  on  the  table  .....  354 
considered  -         -         -         -         -      419,  447 

amended,  and   ordered  to  the  third  reading     474 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...     474 
amendments  received  and  concurred  in       -     781 
(See  Pre  ernption.) 


^  Page. 

Stiles,    John  S.,   executor  of  George  Stiles,  Mr. 
Smith  presented  the  petition  of,  read,  and 
referred  ...... 

adverse  report  made  -         -         -       .  - 

laid  on  the  table 

referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
report  from  the  Secretary,  read  ... 
St.  John's  River,  a  bill  from  the  Hou^^e  of  Rep- 
resentatives to  open  a  canal   to  unite  the 
bay  of  St,  Augustine  with      ... 
read  twice,  and  referred      -         -         .         - 
reported  without  amendment      .         -         - 
postponed  indefinitely         .... 

St.  Mary's  and  Putuxent  Rivers,  Mr.  SSmith  sub- 
mitted  a  resolution   respecting   fortifica- 
tions on  ...... 

agreed  to-,- 

report  in  reply  ...... 

Stock,  a  bill  from  the  Hou^e  of  Representatives 
for  the  creation  of,  for  the  Commissioners 
under  the  treaty  with  Spain 

read  twice,  and  referred     -  .  .         . 

reported,  without  amendments  -  .         . 

considered  ...... 

ordered  tu  the  third  reading        ... 

read  the  tliird  time,  and  passed 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  exchange  certain,  read  twice,  and  re- 
ferred    .....-- 

rejwrtcd  ...... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
authortze  the  purchase  of  seven  percent., 
read  twice,  and  referred  ... 

reported,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed     - 
Stone.  Banister,  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of     126 

laid  on  the  table  .  -  .  .  .      129 

Stone,  William  D.,  Mr.  King  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  re.'id,  and  referred     .         -         - 

Stone,  Dorothy.     (See  Ea.'ttun,  Sarah.) 
Storer,    Woo<lbury,    ^nil    other.-*,    Mr.    Holmes 
presented  the  petition  of,  read,  and  re- 
ferred     

Strain,  Rol»erL,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives lor  the  relief  of 
reail  twice,  and  referred      -         .         .         - 
reported  without   amendment     .  .         - 

laid  on  the  table  -  -  .  .  . 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 

Sumter,  Mr.    Hayne    presented   the  petition  of 
the   citizens    of,  pra\ing   against    an  in- 
crease of  duties,  read,  and  referred 
Supreme  Court,  a  bill  further  to  regulate  the,  re- 
ported, and  read     .         -         .         .         - 

read  the  second  time  -  .  .  . 

laid  on  the  table         ....      428,  508 

a  bill  frtiMi  the  Hou.sc  of  Representatives  to 
alter  the  times  of  holding  the  sessions  of 
the,  read  twice,  and  referred   ... 

a  bill  providing  for  holding  two  terms  of  the, 
annually,  in  the  city  of  Washington,  and 
in  relation  to  the  Judges  of  the,  reported, 
arid  read         ...... 

read  the  second  time,  and  recommitted 
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Surveyor  General,  Mr.  Barton  submitted  a  reso- 
lution in  relation  to  a  contract  made  by 
the,  of  Illinois,  Missouii,  and  Arkansas  - 

agreed  to  --.... 

report  in  reply  read,  and  referred 

a  bill  to  provide  a,  for  Louisiana,  and  one 
for  Mississippi,  reported,  and  read   - 

read  the  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment     - 

laid  on  the  table 

a  bill  to  provide  a,  for  Arkansas,  reported, 
and  read         -         .         -         .         . 

read  the  second  time  -         .         .         . 

a  letter  from  the  Governor  of  Arkansas 
showing  the  necessity  of  a,  read,  and  re- 
ferred   ---.... 

the  bill  postponed  indefinitely    - 
Susquehannah  river.     (?See  Alleghany  river.) 
Sutton,  George,  and  others,   Mr.  Noble  present- 
ed the  petition  of,   in  relation  to  the  na- 
turalisation laws,  read,  and  referred 
Sykes,  Joseph,  .Mr.  .Mcllvaine  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  read,  and  referred     - 
Sylvester,  Nathaniel,   a  bill   from   the  House  of 
Representatives  for  issuing  letters  patent 
to,  read  twice,  and  referred     - 

rejwrted  without  amendment      - 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 

T. 

Talbot,  Isham,  of  Kentucky,  attended 

remarks  of,  on  a  bill  to  amend  an  ordinance 
of  Alabama  --.... 

on  the  recommitment  of  the  bill  for  settling 
claims  ....... 

on  the  bill  allowing  a  drawback  on  cordage 

on  the  bill  further  to  amend  the  Judiciary 

system  ...... 

speech  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill         ... 
Tanner's  American  Atlas,  .Mr.  Lowrie  submitted 
a  joint  resolution  for  the  purchase  of,  read 
read  the  second  time  -  .         .         . 

I  ordered  to  the  third  reading         ... 

read  the  third  tune,  and  passed  ... 
Tansy,  Eleanor,  Mr.  Barton  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read,   and  referred      ... 
the  committee  discharged  ... 

Tarascon,  Lewis  .\.,  .Mr.  Johnson  presented  the 
■»■  petition  of,  read,  and  referred 

the  committee  discharged  ... 

Tariff,  petitions  praying  a  revision  of  the,  read, 

and  referred  -  -         -        113,119,2(16,233 

petitions  against  an  increase  of.  read,  and 

referred  -         -         -        316,  317,  375,  422 

(See  Duties.) 
Tate,  David,  Mr.    Kelly   presented  the  petition 

of,  read,  and  referred      -  -         -         -     508 

Taylor,  John,  of  Virginia,  attended  -         -         -     231 
remarks  oi,  on  the  bill  allowing  a  drawback 
\on  cordage     ..----     250 

on  proposed  amendments  to  the  Constitu- 
tion        386.  408 

on  the  bill  for  the  settlement  of  claims         -  472, 

476,  480 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  survey  of  roads 

and  canals  .-..-.  558 
remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill  -  -  600,  059 
speech  of,  on  the  same       ....     676 
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Taylor,  Walter,  of  Indiana,  attended 
Ten.Eyck,  Conrad,  Mr.  Van  Buren  presented 
the  petition  of,  read,  and  referred  - 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions     ---.... 
Thomas,  Jesse  B.,  of  Illinois,  attended 
Thomas,  James,  Mr.  Van  Buren  presented  the 
petition  of,  read,  and  referred 
the  committee  discharged  .         .         . 

Thomas.  John,  &  Co.,  a  bill  from  the  Hoase  of 
Representatives  for  the  relief  of,  read,  and 
referred  ---... 

reported  without  amendment     .         .         . 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       -         -         . 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Thomas,  Martin,   and  others,   Mr.   Lowrie  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  praying  a  modifi- 
cation of  the  tariff,  read,  and  referred      - 
Thooft,  Bernard,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives  to  authorize  the   issue  of  a 
certain  debenture  to,  read  twice,  and  re- 
ferred   ---.... 
reported  without  amendment     ... 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Thornton,  William,  Mr.  Johiison  presented  the 
petition   of,  praying   a  reinstatement  of 
bis  salary  as  Superintendent  of  the  Pat- 
ent Office,  read,  and  referred 
a  bill  relative  to  the  salary  of  the  Superin- 
tendent, reported,  and  read     -         .         - 
read  the  second  time  -         -         .         . 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Tilghman,  William,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the 

petition  oi,  read,  and  referred 
Titles  to  Lands,  Mr.  Barton  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion respecting  incomplete     ... 
read,  and  agreed  to   - 

Tompkins,  Daniel  D..  a  .Message  from  the  Pres- 
ident respecting  the  accounts  of,  read     - 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  the  relief  of,  read  twice,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment     -         .         - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

attendance  of,  in  the  Senate       ... 

another  Message  from  the  President  re- 
specting the  accounts  of,  read,  and  laid 
on  the  table 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  the  payment  of  the  claims  oi,  read 
twice,  and  referred  .... 

reported  without  amendment     -         .         - 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  -     - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

declines  further  attend'ceduringthe session 
Tonnage  and  Imports,  report  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  'I'reasury  in  relation  to  duties  on  - 
(See  Duties.) 

Topp,  John,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of       -         _         - 
read  twice,  and  referred     .         .         .         - 
reported  without  amendment     - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Traders,  documents  in  relation  to  acts  of  hos- 
tility towards  American,  by  the  Indians, 
laid  on  the  table     .         .         -         .         - 


Page. 
9 

147 

266 
9 

313 
504 


674 
592 
747 
760 


35 


574 
577 
744 
750 


231 

508 
518 
722 
737 

375 

30 
36 

26 

39 
47 
49 

127 


427 


772 

776 
783 
788 
766 

25 


617 
653 
726 
749 
752 


577 


■,i*-l 


lix 


INDEX. 


Ix 


li-! 


I 


): 


t> 


I*  n 


Senate  Proceedings  and  Debates. 


:f 


Page. 
Treaties  with  Indians.     (See  Indian  Treaties.) 
Treaty  of  Ghent.     (See  Fur  Trade.) 
Treasury  Claims,  a  report   from   the    Secretary 

showing  payments  of  miscellaneous        -     290 
Treasury  Reports,  Mr.  Ruggles  submitted  a  res* 

olution  for  the  reprint  of  -  -  -  275 
agreed  to.  and  referred  -  -  .  .  287 
the  committee  discharged  ...     757 

Trezevant,  Peter,  Mr.  Hayne  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  read,  and  referred     ...     299 
the  committee  discharged,  and  the  petition 
referred  to  the-fourth  Auditor         -         -     768 
Tamer,  Samuel,  Mr.'Lioyd  submitted  a  reso- 
lution  for   paying  a  certain  sum  to   the 
widow  of,  read        ....         -     207 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       -         -         .210 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •         -     231 

Tuscaloosa,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives granting  certain  lots,  «Scc  ,  to  the 
Corporation  of,  read  twice,  and  referred     781 

reported 782 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        .         -         -     785 
read  the  third  time,  and  pa«>sed  -         -     788 

Tuscarawas,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives concerning  three  tracts  of  land  in 
the  county  of,  read  twice,  and  referred  -     745 
reported  without  amendment     -         -         -     751 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       -         -         -     781 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -     7,87 

Tutchell,  Philifi,  and  others,  .Mr.  Lowrie  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  in  relation  to  the 
tariff,  read,  and  referred         -         .         .     308 

U. 

Ulmer,  George,  Mr.  Holmes  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read,  and  referred        -         -         -      128 
the  committee  discharged  -         -         -         -     6U1 


Van  Buren,  Martin,  of  New  York,  attended      -         9 
speech  of,  on  his  resolution   proposing   an 
amendment  to  the  Constitution  respect- 
ing the  election  of  President  -         -         -       65 
remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  in  relation  to 

roads  and  canals    .....      134 
on  other  resolutions  proposing  amendments 

to  the  Constitution         -         -         -      327,  363 
on  the  bill  respecting  an  ordinance  of  Ala- 
bama      340,  341 

on  the  bill  for  the  settlement  of  claims        -     476 

on  the  Tariff  bill 601 

Vanderlyn,  John,  Mr.  King  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read,  and  referred       -         -  -     314 
a  bill  to  authorize  him  to  paint  the  battle  of 

New  Orleans,  reported,  and  read  -         -     581 
read  the  second  time  -         -     -    .         .     593 

laid  on  the  table         .         -         -         -         -     769 

Van  Dyke,  Nicholas,  of  Delaware,  attended      -  113 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  settling  claims    -  478 
Van    H&rne,  Peter,  and  othersi,  Mr.    Dickerson 
presented  the  petition   of,  read,  and   re- 
ferred      11 U 

Van  Noorden,  Hadrianus,  Mr.  Macon  presented 
the  petition  of,  respecting  French  claims, 

read  and  laid  on  hie        -         -         -         -  50 

referred     ------.  55 

Van  Syckle,  Elijah,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the 

petition  of,  read,  and  referred          -         -  345 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  and  read     •  430 


Van  Syckle,  Elijah — continued. 

bill  read  the  second  time    .... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Vaughan,  William,  .Mr.  King  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,    praying   an   allowance   of  prize 
money,  read,  and  referred       .         .         - 

the  committee  reported  a  bill  granting  prize 
money  to  the  othcers  and  crews  under 
Captain  Gregory  .  -  .  -  - 
(See  Gregory,  Francis  H) 
Venable,  William,  .Mr.  Eaton  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  and  his  wife,  and  Jonathan  Mor- 
gan and  wife,  read,  and  referred     - 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  Venable,  wife 
of,  and  Jane  .Vforgan,  reported,  and  read 

read  the  second  time  .... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         -         . 

read  the  third  time,  and  parsed  -         .         . 
V'^essels,   a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  authorize  the  masters  of,  in  cer- 
tain  cases,  to  clear  out,  either  at  Rich- 
mond or  Petersburg        -  .  -  . 

read  twice,  and  referred     .  .  .  - 

reported  with  amendments  .  .         . 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        .  -  . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .         .         . 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
allowing  bounty  to  the,  engaged  in  cod 
fisheries         .--... 

read  twice,  and   referred     .  .  -  . 

reported  without  amendment     .         -         . 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         .         . 

rend  the  third  time,  and  passed  .  .         - 

a  report  from  the  Secretary  oi  State  in  pur- 
suance oi  the   act  regulating    passenger 
shi(M  and,  read      .         .         .         .         . 

Viel,  JusU     (See  Mupier.) 

Villier,  Jumonville  de,  leave  given,  to  withdraw 
his  papers      ...... 

Virginia,  .Mr.  Barbour  submitted  a  resulution 
respecting  the  claims  of,  for  advances 
during  the  late  war,  read         .         .         . 

considered  --.... 

agreed  to  -  -  -  -  - 

Mr.  Barlwur  presented  a  communication 
from  the  Governor  of,  on  the  subject  of 
the  ciuim  of  .said  State  for  advances,  read 

a  message  from  the  President  on  the  same 
subject  ---... 

read,  and  laid  on  the  table  -         .         . 

referred    .-.-... 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
alter  the  judicial  districts  of,  and  for  other 
pur|>08es        ...... 

read  twice,  and  referred      .         .         .  . 

reported  without  amendment     ... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 

read  (he  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Virginia   Military   Land  WarranU.     (Sec   Mili- 
tary  Land  Warrants.) 

w. 

Wabash  and  Miami  Rivers,  a  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  to    open    a    canal    to 
connect  the    .-..-- 
read  twice,  and  referred     -         .         .         - 
reported  without  amendment     -         -         - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading         .  .         - 

reud  the  third  time,  and  passed  .         .         - 
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Walker,  Lewis  M.,  and  others,  Mr.  Mcllvaine 
presented  the  petition  of,  read,   and  re- 
ferred   -.-.... 
Wall,  Benjamin.      (See  Hunter,  James.) 
Wallace,  David,  Mr.  Branch  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read,  and  referred        ... 
Ward,  Samuel,  Mr.  King  presented  the  petition 
of,  read,  and  referred      -         -         .         - 
(See  Chandler,  Walter  S.) 
Ware,  Nicholas,  of  Georgia,  attended 
Washington,    Mr.    Johnson    submitted    a  joint 
resolution  for  purchasing  the  portrait  of, 
by  Rembrandt  Peale       *,        *         '         * 
read  ....... 

laid  on  the  table 

Washington  City,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives supplementary  to  the  act  to 
incorporate     ...... 

read  twice,  and  referred     -         -         -         . 
reported  with  amendments  ... 

recommitted      -         -  -  -         -         - 

reported  with  amendments  .         .         - 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -  -  . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 

Washington  Canal  Company,   a  letter  from  the 
President  of  the,  with  a  statement  of  re- 
ceipts, read    ------ 

Waters,  Charles,  and  others,  Mr.  Findlay  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  praying  a  modifi- 
cation of  the  tariff,  read,  and  referred 
Watson,  Josiuh,  and  wife,  Mr.  Jackson  presented 
the  petition  of,  praying  a  pension,  read, 
and  referred  ..-.-- 
adverse  report  made  -         -         .         .         . 

concurred  in 

Wattles,   Nathaniel,   and    others,  Mr.  Barbour 
presented    the    memorial    of,    renpecting 
French  claims,  read,  and  referred  - 
Way  and  Gideon,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the  me- 
mori.-il  of,  praying  a  subscription  to  the 
publication  of  an  edition  to  the  Journals 
of  the  Old  Congress,  read,  and  referred 
(.*>ee  Journals.) 
Webster,  John  A.,  Mr.  Eaton  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  read,  and  referred     -         -         - 
Wells,  Bezaleel,  a  bill   from   the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  of  - 
read  twice,  and  referred      .         -         -         . 
reported  without  amendment      ... 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
West  Baton  Rouge.     (See  Baton  Rouge) 
•Veymouth,   Dean,    Mr.   Holmes   presented   the 
petition  of,  read,  and  referred 
a  motion  to  discharge   the  committee,  laid 

on  the  table 

negatived  ...--- 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  and  read    - 
read  the  second  time  .... 

considered  ...--- 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .         -         - 
amendments  received 

referred     .-.---- 
reported  without  amendment     - 
agreement  to  the  first  amendment 
a    lull   from   the  House  of  Representatives 
lor  the  relief  of      -         •         -         •         * 
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Weymouth,  Dean — continued, 
bill  read  twice,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
Wharton,  Samuel,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep 
resentatives  for  the  relief  of,  read    • 
read  the  second  time  .         -         . 

reported  without  amendment 
laid  on  the  table         .... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
Wheaton,    Joseph,  a   bill    from    the    House  of 
Representatives    for    the    relief  of,   read 
twice,  and  referred  .... 

reported  without  amendment     -         .         - 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         _         - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

White,  Alexander  A.,  Mr.  Johnson  called  up  the 

petition  of,  referred         .... 

a  new  petition  of  presented,  and  referred  - 
adverse  report  made  .... 

considered  ...... 

agreed  to  ..--.. 

White,  Joseph  M.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  of,  and  William 
Davidson,  read  twice,  and  referred  - 
reported    .--..-- 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
White,  Josiah,  Mr.  Mills  presented  the  petition 
of,  read,  and  referred      -         -         .         - 

White,  Samuel,  Mr.  Findlay  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read,  and  referred         .         .         - 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  and  read 
read  the  second  time  .... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading         .         .         - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Willard,  Julius,   and    Robert  Childs,  Mr.  Smith 
presented  the  petition  of,  read,  and  refer- 
red        -         -         -         -         -         - 

the  committee  discharged  -         .         -         - 

"  William,"  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives for  a  register  to  the  brig 
referred     ..-..-- 
reported  without  amendment      .         -         » 
ordered  to  the  third  reading         .         -         - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Williams,    Thomas  H.,  of  Mississippi,  creden- 
tials of,  read  .         .         -         - 
is  qualified         .         .         -         -         - 

Williams,  David  R.,  Mr.  Hayne  presented   the 

petition  of,  read,  and  referred 
Williams,  Thomas,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives for  the  relief  of, 
read  twice  and  referred      _         -         -         . 
reported  without  amendment     -         .         - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         -         . 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed      •    - 
Williamson,    William,    and    others,  Mr.  Eaton 
presented  the  petition  of,  read,  and  refer- 
red        -         -         - 

the  committee  report  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
persons  engaged    against    the    Seminole 
Indians  ...... 

(See  Seminole  Indians.) 
Wilmot,  John,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of        .         -         - 
read  twice,  and  referred     .         .         .         . 
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SmaU  Proceedings  and  Debates. 


Wilmot,  John — continued.                                     Page. 
bill  reported  without  amendment       -         -  616 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  747 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed            -         -  750 
Wilson,  Alexander,  and  others,  Mr.  Barl>our  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of  read,  and  referred  123 
Wilson,  William,   Mr.    Johnpon   presented  the 

memorial  of,  read,  and  referred       -         -  42 

adverse  report  made           -         .         .         .  159 

laid  on  the  table 167 

Wimberly,   Ezekiel,    Mr.  Elliott  presented    the 

petition  of,  read,  and  referred           -         -  342 
Wing,  Moses,  Mr.  Chandler  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read,  and  referred       -         -         -  154 
the  committee  dischnrgcd            ...  289 
Wingfield,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Elliott  present- 
ed the  petition  of,  read,  and  referred        -  322 
Wood,  Abiel,  Mr.   Chandler  presented  the  me- 
morial of,  read,  and  referred    -         -         -  113 
Wood,  Joseph,  Mr.  Ruggles  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read,  and  referred        -         -          -  41 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  and  read     -  102 
read  the  second  time          -         -         -         -  110 
debated,  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading    -  112 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed           -         -116 
Woodward,   A.  B.,  a   letter    from,  enclosing   a 

standard  of  measure,  read,  and  referred  -  481 
the  committee  discharged  -  .  .  -  766 
Wyanddtt  Indians,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives grantinga  tract  of  land  to  the  773 
read  twice,  and  referred  -  .  -  .  776 
reported  -  .  -  -  ...  792 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  785; 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed            •         .  789 

Y 

Yandes,  Peter,   a  bill  from  the  Houae  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of        -         -         -     592 

read  twice,  and  referred     -         -         .         .     616 

reported  without  amendment      -         -         -     721 

laul  on  the  table 748 

Yeas  and  Nays,  on  the  bill  to  reviye  certdin  acu 

relative  to  duties  on  tonnage  and  imports       76 

on  the  petition  of  Alexander  A.  White       -     123 

on  the  bill  making  a  road  from  Memphis  to 
Little  Rock 137 

on  passing  the  bill  respecting  land  claims 
in  Missouri  and  Arkansas        -         -         -      152 

on  filling  up  a  blank  in  the  bill  for  additional 
sloops  of  war  -  -  .         ,  .     232 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  opening   . 
certain  roads  in  Florida  -  -         -     294 

on  concurrence  wiih  the  report  of  Ebenezer 
Oliver,  and  others.  Directors  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi Land  Company  -         -         -     308 

on  amendments  to  the  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  making  appropriations 
for  the  military  service  -  -         -     316 

on  the  report  on  the  petition  of  Sarah  Eas- 

ton  and  Dorothy  Storer  -  -         .         .     326 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  the  pur- 
chase of  cannon,  bomlis,  &c.  -  -  -     3:j3 

on  a  section  in  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Amasa  Stetson 336 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
0  of  Dean  Weymouth        -         -         .         -     339 


Yeas  and  Nays — continued.  Page, 

on  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  reso- 
lutions   proposing    amendments    to    the 
Constitution    respecting    the    election   of 
President       -         -         -         -         -         -     417 

on  amendments  to  the  General  Appropria- 
tion bill 426 

on  amendments  to   the  bill  for  abolishing 

Imprisonment  for  Debt  ....     493 
on  the  postponement  of  said  bill  •         -     498 

on  its  recommitment  ....     503 

on  its  indefinite  postponement   -         •         •     503 

on  its  passage 504 

on  the  bill  to  protect  the  fur  trade       -     507,  738 
on  a  resolution  for  adjouritmjnt  -  -     515 

on  the  reference  of  the  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  to  amend  the  acts  rela- 
tive to  import  duties       ....     530 

on  amendments  to  said  bill  591,  615,  655,  662, 

702,  705.   706,   707,  708,   710,   711,   712,  71.'J. 

714,  718,  719.  720.   724.  725.   727,  728,   729, 
730,  731,  732,  733,  7.35,  736 
on  its  final  pasi^age   -  .  .  .  .     744 

on  receding  from  the  amendments  disagreed 

toby  the  House  of  Representatives  -     755,  756 
on  the  postponement  of  the  bill  for  the  aettle- 

ment  of  pecuniary  dawns         ...     531 
on  the  third  reading  of  said  bill  -  -     532 

on  its  passage  --.--.      570 
on  the  passage  of  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 

William  Duane 534 

on  amendments  to  the  bill  for  the  survey  of 

roads  and  canals    -         -  -      .')65,  567,  568 

on  its  third  reading 568 

on  its  final  pa«s.i;je   -  -  -  .  .     570 

on  the  bill  making  a{>propriations  for  fortifi- 
cations --....     5go 
on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  A.  McNair  -     723 
on  the  indefinite  postponement  of   the  bill 

for  the  relief  of  Mary  James  -  -  -     745 

on  the  passage  of  the  bill  fur  a  register  to 

the  brig  ••  William"        -  -         .  .      761 

on  the  third  reading  of  the   bill  for  D.  D 

Tompkins      ......     793 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  to  improve 
the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  and  Missis- 
sippi Rivers  -  -  -  -         .  -     765 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 

of  J.  H.  Plait 768 

on  the  passage  of  the  bill  to  create  certain 

atock 769 

on   the   bill    to  open  a  road  from   Miami  to 

Detroit 78(; 

Young,  Andrew,  and   others,    Mr^  L  >wrie  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  respecting  the  tariflf, 
read,  and  referred  ....     3()g 

Young.  William  J.,  and  others,  .Mr.  Findlay 
presented  the  memorial  of, praying  protec- 
tion to  manufactures,  read,   and  referred      119 

Young,  Robert,  and  Richard  liland  l..ee,  judges 
of  the  orphans'  court  in  Washmgton,  Mr. 
Lloyd    presented  the   memorial  of,  read, 
and  rcferrtd  ---...       42 
the  committee  discharged  •         .         .         .     532 
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A  P«ge. 

Abbot,  Joel,  of  Georgia,  attended      -         .         -     794 
Abeel,  G.  B.     (See  Lenox,  James.) 
Accommodations  for  Congress,  a  resolution  from 
the  Senate  for  appointing  a  committee  to 
make  such  distribution  of  the  rooms  in  the 
Capitol  as  business  may  require 
agreed  to,  and  the  committee  appointed 

a  report  made 

agreed  to- 

a  committee  ap(>ointed  to  make  distribution 

of  rooms  for  the  use  of  the  House  - 
a  report  made    ---... 
read  and  concurred  in 

Accountability  of  Public  Officers.     (See  Public 
Oj/tceri,.) 

Accounts,  a  statement  from  the  Secretary  of  War 
respecting  the  settlement  of,  laid  on  the 
table ^      -  - 

a  Committee  on,  appointed         .         -         . 

so  much  of  the  President's  Message  as  re- 
lates to  public,  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Expenditures  ... 

the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  amend 
ing  the  act  in  relation  to 

Adams,  Parmenio,  of  New  York,  the  Speaker 
presented  a  memorial  of,  coBtestiug  the 
election  of  Isaac  WiUon,  referred  - 

report  made        ...... 

the  memorial  of,  and  a  letter  of  Isaac  Wil- 
son in  full      ...... 

a  resolution  to  allow,  to  appear  before  the 
House  ..---. 

the  liubject  considered         ...      941,944 

is  qualified,  and  takes  his  seat    ...     945 
Adjournment,  Mr.  Allen  submitted  a  resolution 

for,  in  April,  read  and  laid  on  the  table  -   1765 

debalcd 21.53 

consideration  refused  ....  2345 

a  committee  appoiiited  to  report  what  busi- 
ness is  necessary  to  be  dune  before 

a  report  made    ---... 

a  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate  for 

relerred      .-.-.-. 

report  made       ...... 

debated      -.--.-. 

amended  and  agreed  to      - 

the  House  adjourns  -         -         -         .         . 
Agriculture,  a  Committee  on,  appointed     - 

the  committee  instructed  to  inquire  whether 
an  increase  of  duty  on  articles  of  foreign 
growth  will  benefit         .... 

a  report  in  full  ---.-. 
Akcrs,  Larkin  N.,  the  Committee  on  Pensions 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  placing,  on  the  pension  list 
Alabama,  Mr.  Ovsen  submitted  a  resolution  re- 
specting a  Circuit  Court  for,  laid  on  the 
table 

amended  so  as  to  include  the  Slates  where  i 

no  circuits  arc  now  held,  and  agreed  to  -     810  1 
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Alabama — continued.  Page, 

a  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of,  respecting 

the  sale  of  lands,  referred  ...  826 
adverse  report  laid  on  the  table  .  -  .  1000 
a  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of,  respecting 

purchasers  of  lands,  referred  -         .         .     826 
committee  discharged         ....   lOOO 
a  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of,  respecting 
pre-emption  to  settlers  in  Jackson  and  De- 
catur counties,  referred  ....     826 
adverse  report  laid  on  the  table  -         -         .     985 
Mr.  Owen   presented  a  memori.'»l   praying 
pre-emption  for  Bibb,  Henry,  and    Pike 

counties,  referred 1084 

bill  from  the  Senate  granting  pre-emption 

to  certain  quarter  sections  of  land  in        -   1 100 
referred    -         -         -         -         .         .         -1101 
reported  without  amendment     ...   n44 
a  petition  of  E.  Lewis,  praying  the  impeach- 
ment of  (^  Tait,  the  District  Judge  of,  laid 
on  the  table -  1502 

Mr.  Moore  presented  a  memorial  of,  con- 
cerning relief  to  purchasers  of  public 
lands 1202 

the  Committee  on  the  Jmliciary  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  respecting  the  revoca- 
tion of  an  ordinance  of,  in  relation  to  its 
navigable  waters    -         -         -         -         -1215 

Mr.  Owen  submitted  a  resolution  for  increas- 
ing the  salary  of  the  District  Judge  of, , 
negative<l       ......   1789 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  regulate  the  survey 

of  lands  in  the  southern  part  of  -  .  1618 
read  and  referred  .  -  .  -  -  1620 
reported  without  amendment  ...  1627 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -   1665 

Senate  bill  declaring  the  assent  of  Con- 
gress to  certain  acts  of,   read   twice,  and 

referred 2494 

reported  without  amendment     -         -         -  2.'il0 
read  the  third  lime,  and  passed  -         -  25.56 

Alabama  and  Tombigbee  rivers,  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  instructed  to  inquire  re- 
specting the  exaction  of  tonnage  duties 
on  vessels  trading  wholly  on  the     -         -   1323 

Alden,  Judah,  a  bill   for   the    relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice        -         -         -  -          -  167.5 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -  -         -  2500 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -         -  2504 

Alexander,  Adam  R.,  of  Tennessee,  allendfed  -     794 
Alexander,  Mark,  of  Virginia,  attended     -         -     794 
Alexandria,  a  bill    to   confer  certain  powers  on 
the    levy   court  of,  ^reported,    and    read 

twice 894 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  2584 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -  2586 

Mr.  Mercer  presented  a  petition  of  the 
Common  Council  of,  praying  an  increase 
of  corporate  powers,  relerred  -  -     985 

Mr.  Neale  presented  a  memorial  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  above,  referred      -         -         -   1318 
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Alexandria — continued.  Page. 

a  bill  lurlher  to  amend   the    charter  of,  re- 
ported and  read  twice     ...         -   1969 
Mr.  N'eale  presented  a  memorial    praying 
an  alteration  in  the  laws  concerning  the 
inspection  of  flour  in,  referred         -         -   1202 
Mr.  Mercer  presented  a  similar  memorial, 
referred  -         -         -         -         -         -1318 

a  bill  to  regulate  the  inspection  of  flour  in, 

reported  and  read  twice  ...  2.551 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -  2556 

Senate  bill  to  amend  the  act  fur  establishing 

a  turnpike  company  in,  referred     -         -    1758 
reported  with  amendment           -         -         -  1960 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed            -         -   1962 
Mr.  Neale  presented  the  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants,  praying  retrocession  of,  re- 
ferred     2490 

Aliens,  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  respecting  fees  for  the  natu- 
ralization of  -         -         -         -         -         -   1733 

a  bill  in  relation  to,  reported    in    part,  and 
read  twice      .-..--   1757 
Allen  Lydia,  Committee  on  Naval  Afl"air8   in- 
structed to  inquire  respecting  a  pension 

for 808 

Allen,  Robert,  of  Tennessee,  attended       -         -     794 
Allen,  Samuel  C,  of  Miusachusetts,  attended    -     793 
Allison,  James,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended          -     793 
Alsbury,  Thomas,  committee    instructed  to  in- 
quire respecting    compen.<«ation    to,    and 
others,  for  horses   lost   during  the  war  of 
1812 HGl 

Alvis,  Zachariah  C,  the  Committee  of  Claims 
directed  resfK-cting  compensation  to,  for 
the  loss  of  a  horse  ....   1503 

Alward,  Henry,  tho  Committee   of  Claims  in- 
structed   to    inquire   into  the  account  of, 
against  the  United  Stales       .         -         -     843 

Amendment  to  the  Constitution,   a  select  com- 
mittee appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  an,  in  relation  to  an  election  of 
Representatives,  «Scc.      -         .         -         -     801 
report  made       -         -         .      •   -         .         .     %hO 
report  in  full     ------     851 

considered  ......   1067 

the  same  committee  report  a  joint  resolution 
for,  as  respects  the  election  of  Represen- 
tatives   -         -     8f>6 

Mr.  Livingston  submitted  a  resolution  for, 

in  relation  to   the  election   of  Prei«ident 

and  Vice  President         -     ^    -         -         -   1179 

laid  on  the  table         -         -     '    -         -         -   1181 

a  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate  for,  in 

relation  to  the  election  of  President,  read 

twice 1292 

Mr.  Abbot  submitted  a  resolution  for.  in  re- 
lation to  persons  of  color,  read  twice         -  1399 
Archer,  William  8.,  of  Virginia,  attended  -     794 

speech  ot,  on  the  bill  for  the  survey  of  roads 

and  canals 1233 

Arkansas,  Mr.  Conway  presented  the  memorial 
of  the  Legislature  of,   praying  an  appro- 
priation for   the    extinguishment  ol    the 
Quapau  title  in,  referred         -         -         -     803 
the  committee  discharged,  and  the  memorial 

referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War     -         -     826 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  read  and  refer- 
red        -         - 1023 
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Arkansas — continued.  Page. 

a  bill  making  .appropriations  for  extinguish 

ing  said  title  reported,  and  read  twice 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Mr.  Conway  presented    a  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of,   praying  a  list  of  miliUry 
bounty  lands  in,  referred         -         -         - 
a  bill  to  furnish  said  list  reported  and  read 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
a  memonal  of  the  Legislature  praying  quar- 
ter sections  of  land  to  Hernpsted,  MtUer, 
and  Crawford  counties,  referred     - 
a    bill    granting  to,  pre-emption  to  certain 
quarter    sections   of   land,    reported    and 
read  twice     .-.--- 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       .         -         - 
Mr.  Conway  presented  the  petition   of  the 
Legislature  of,  praying  a  separate  Survey- 
or General  for,  referred  ... 
Senate    bill    for    the    adjustment    of    land 

claims  in,  derived  frvm  France  and  Spain    123.3 
read  twice,  and  referred     -  -         -  -   1263 

reported  with  amendments  ...   1857 

laid  on  the  table 2712 

.Mr.  Rankin   submitted  a  resolution   calling 
for  information  in  relation  to  the  western 
boundary  of  - 
agreed  to  ...... 

a  message  and  report  in  reply  laid  on  the  table   1621 
Senste  bill  fixing  the  western  boundary  of    2699 
read  twice  and  referred       -         .         -         - 
reported  without  amendment     ... 
debated     -.----- 

final  passage  negatived      .... 

the  ^ote  reconsidered  .... 

the  bill  passed  ------ 

a  message    from    the    President   respecting 

James  Miller,   Governor  of.  referred 
a  bill  contlrming  certain  acts  of  the  Govern- 
or of,  reported,  and  rend  twice 
Senate  bill  for  the  same  purpose 
read  twice,  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -  - 

a  bill  changing  the  mode  of  surveying  lands 
on  any  river,  bayou,  or  water-course  in, 
reported  and  read  twice  -         -  . 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         .         - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
amendments  received  and  concurred  in 

Armory,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War 
with  a  statement  of  expenditures  for  the 
national,  and  of  the  arms  made  therein, 
laid  on  the  table     ----- 

Mr.  Reynolds  submitted  a  resolution  calling 
for  information  in  relation  to  a  site  for  a 
National,  on  the  Western  waters    - 

agreed  to  ---.-. 

report  in  reply  -         -         .         .         . 

the  Committee  on  Naval  Afl'airs  instructed 
to  inquire  respecting  a  National,  on  the 
Western  waters     -         .         -         - 

Arms,  Lemuel,  a  bill  fur  the  relief  of,  reported 
and  read  twice       -  -         -         .         - 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Arms,  ammunition,  &c.,  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary .\ flairs  directed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  ot  authorizing  sales  of  - 
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Arms,  ammunition,  &c. — continued.  Page." 

a  bill  to  authorize  the  sale  of  unserviceable, 
reported,  and  reud  twice 
Army,  the  Coipmittee  on  Military  Affairs  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
changing  the  mode  of  payment  to  the  of- 
ficers of  the  ...... 

Mr.  Floyd  submitted  a  resolution  calling 
for  information  respecting  the  pay,  Ac, 
of  officers  of  the 

agreed  to  ---... 

message  and  report  in  reply,  referred 

Mr.  Cocke  submitted  a  resolution  calling 
for  information  in  relation  to  the  brevet 
officers  of  the         ..... 

agreed  to  ----.. 

message  in  reply,  laid  on  the  table     - 
Army   Rules  and   Regulations,   Mr.  Floyd  sub- 
mitted a  resolution  calling  for  information 
respecting  the,  compiled  by  Gen.  Scott  - 

modified  and  agreed  to       ...         . 

a  message  and  report  in  reply,  laid  on  the 
Uble 

referred     ----..- 
Arienal,  the  Committee  on  Atilitary  Affairs  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
erecting  a  National,  on  the  Alabama,  or 
Tombigbee  river    -         .         .         . 
Atset,  Joseph,  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Pensions  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  (ibcing,  on  the  pension  list  -   1680 
Auction  Sales,  the  Committee  on  .Manufactures 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  imposing  duty  on        -         -         -         - 

Mr.  Cambrelt'ng  presented  a  memorial  from 
New  York  praying  duty  on    - 

a  bill  laying  a  duty  on,  of  merchandise,  re- 
ported and  read  twice     -         -     .     - 

B. 

Babbitt,  Jacob,  a  bill   for   the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice        -         -         -         .         .     836 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...     891 

read  the  third  time,  and   passed         -         •     895 
Bacot,  Thomas  W.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  re- 
ported and  read  twice      ....     84.3 

ordered  to  the  third  reading         .         .         -     850 

read  the  third  lime,  and  passed         -         -     875 
Biggar,  Captain  James,  adverse  report  made  on 
the  petition  of  Indiana  in  behalf  of  a  com- 
pany of  rangers  under,  laid  on  the  table   1163 
Bailey,  John,  of  .Massachusetts,  attended  -         •     V93 

election  of,  contested  ...         -     807 

speech  of,  on   the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Elections  in  his  case  -         .         - 
(See  Cunttsted  Eltctiun.) 
Balances,  a  report   from   the   First  Comptroller 
respecting  Treasury,  laid  on  the  table     • 

statements  of,  from  the  Third  Auditor,  laid 
on  the  table  ------ 

statements   oi,  due  more  than    three  years, 

laid  on  the  table     .         -         -         -    943,  2606 

the  Committee  of  Ways  and  .Means  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pay- 
ing, due  to  collectors  of  the  internal  rev- 
enue     -.-..--   1680 

a  statement  of.  due  by  Receivers  of  Public 

Money,  laid  on   the  table         -         -  -  2616 

Baldwin,  Thomas,  a  report  of  the   Secretary  of 

War  on  the  memorial  of,  laid  on  the  table   1C81 
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Balize.     (See  Louitiana.) 

Ball,  William  Lee,  of  Virginia,  attended  -         -     794 

the  announcement  of  the  death  of  -  .  1731 
Baltimore,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  on  sundry  memorials  of  merchants 
and  others  of,  praying  compensation  for 
certain  damages,  laid  on  the  table  -  .  2596 
Bankruptcy,  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
an  uniform  system  of    •         .         -         .     815 

the  committee  report  it  inexpedient  -         .     895 

report  laid  on  the  table      -         -         .    .-^  .     896 

a  memorial  from  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce in  New  York  praying  an  uniform 
system  of,  laid  on  the  table    -         -         -     911 

Mr.  Breck  presented  a  similiar  one  from 
Philadelphia,  laid  on  the  Uble         -         -     931 

Mr.  Little  presented  a  similar  one  from  Bal- 
timore, laid  on  the  table         ...     935 

Mr.  Webster  submitted  a  resolution  to  es- 
tablish an  uniform  system  of  -    .      -         -  2762 

laid  on  the  table 2763 

Bank  of  the  United  States,  Mr.  Poinsett  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of  sundry  banking 
institutions,  in  relation  to  bills  of  the,  re- 
ferred     836 

Mr.  Storrs  submitted  a  resolution  calling 
for  statements  of  the  aflfairs  of  the  -         -  1528 

agreed  to-         -         -         -         -         .         .   1551 

communication  in  reply,  laid  on  the    table   1593 

Mr.  Cambreleng  submitted  a  resolution 
calling  for  a  report  at  the  next  session  of 
the  rate  of  interest  at  which  the,  will  con- 
tinue the  United  States  loan  •         .         -  2698 

agreed  to -         -2711 

Banks,  copies  of  the  correspondence  between 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  the,  in 
which  public  money  is  deposited,  laid  on 

the  table 1873 

Barber,  Noyes,  of  Connecticut,  attended  -         -     793 

Barbour,  John  S.,  of  Virginia,  attended     -         -     794 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  survey  of  roads 

and  canals 1324 

testimony  of,  in  the  case  of  Ninian  Edwards  2835 
Barbour,  Philip  P.,  of  Virginia,  attended  -         -     794 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  survey  of  roads 

and  canals 999,  1000 

speech  of,  on  the  same       .         -         -         .   1005 
remarks  of,  on  the  TarifT  bill      1679,   1692,  1697 
speech  of,  on  the  TariflT  bill         .         -         -   1916 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Dan- 
iel D.  Tompkins 2678 

Bartlett,  Ichabod,  of  New  Hampshire,  attended  825 
remarks  of,  on  sending  an  .^gent  to  Greece  1200 
on  the  Address  of  Ninian  Edwards     -         -  2478 
Bartlett,  William,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  John 
Stearns,  Nathaniel   Carver,   and  others, 
reported  and  read  twice  ....  867 
ordered  to  the  third  reading         -         .         .  891 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         .         .  895 
Bartley,  Mordecai,  of  Ohio,  attended         -         -  794 
Bascom,  Henry  B.,  elected  Chaplain         -         -  805 
Bassett,  Burwell,  of  Virginia,  attended     -         -  828 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  improving  the  Ohio 
and  Mississippi  rivers     ...         -  2582 
Baton  Rouge,  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 
instructed  to  inquire  respecting  the  ex- 
change of  certain  land  in         ...  1894 
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Baton  Rou?e — continued.  P»ge 

a  bill  authorizing  the  exchange  of  said  land 

reported  and  read  twice  -         -         - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         - 

the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  instructed 

to  inquire  into  the  expediency  ot  relin- 

quishmg  a  certain  tract  of  land  to  VVe«t 

Baton  Rou?e 

a  bill  for  that  purpose  reported,  and  read 
twice     ------- 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         -         * 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         - 

Baudin,  Nicholas  S.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  and 

Joseph  Chaslansj,  read  twice  and  referred    1292 
adverse  report  made  -----   1460 

the  bill  recommitted  -----   1750 

another  adverse  report  made       -         -         -    1913 

Baylies,  Francis,  of  Massachusetts,  attended      -     793 

aptech  of,  on  Mr.  WebsterV  resolution  to 

s»»nd  an  .\gfnt  to  Greece         -  -  - 

remarks  oi,  un  the  Tariff  bill      .         -         - 

speech  of.  on  the  same       .         -         -         - 

Beard,  David,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported  and 

read  twice      ------ 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         -  -  '-i-'JUU  i 

read  the  third  time,  and  pa:»8ed  - 
Beaulieu,   Lewis   Joseph  de,   Mr.   Forsyth    pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred 
Beaumarchfiis  Claim,  the  correspondence  in  rota- 
tion to  the.  referred  to  a  select  committee 
the  report  made  in  full 
considered  -         -         -         - 

laid  on  the  table         .         -         -         •  - 

the  Speaker  presented  the  petition  of  Arae- 

•        lia  Eui^'pnia  de  la   Ruf,  heiress  of  M.  de 

Ueaumarchais         -         -         -  -         - 

?.Ir.  Tucker  submitted  a  resolution  to  reftr 
said  petition  to  the  President  -         -         - 
Mr.  McDuffie  submitted  a  resolution  calling 
on  the  Pre.^iJent  to  obtain  and  communi- 
cate further  evidence  in  relation,  to  the, 
negatived       -.---- 

Beauregard,  Gabrielle  Emilie  de.   Mr.  Forsyth 

presented  the  petition  of,  referred    - 

Beecher,  Philemon,  of  Ohio,  attended 

Belt,  Benjamin  M.     (See  Langley,  Htzekiah.) 

Bennett,  Joshua,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice        -         .         -         »         - 

ordered  to  the  third  reading         .         -         - 

read  the  third  time,  and  p:i88e<l  -         -         - 

Bermuda  Hundred  and  City  Point,  the  Commit- 
tee of  Commerce  instructed  to  inquire  into 
theexpediency  ot  amending  the  laws  relat- 
ing to  the  district;*  of,  respecting  vessels  -   1324 
Biddle,  John.     (See  Contested  Election.) 
Blagrove,  William,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice        -----   1001 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        .         -         -  2489 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed   -         -         -  2491 

Blair,  John,  of  Tennessee,  attended         -         -     7'Jl 

Blean,  Robert,  a   bill  for  the    relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice        -         -         -      ,  -         -   1873 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        -       .  -         -  2504 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         -  250r. 
Books,  .Maps,  «Scc.,  Mr.  Carter  submitted  a  reso- 
lution respecting  a  duty  on.  negative*!     -     815 
Mr.  Sharpe  presented  the  petition  of  sundry 
bookbinders  and   others   praying  an   in- 
crease of  duty  on  -         -         -         -         -   1808 
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Boston,  Mr.  Webster  presented  a  memorial  from, 
in  relation  to  the  islands  around  the  har- 
bor of,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads 

and  Canals 

said  committee  discharged,  and  the  memo- 
rial referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com 

merce 

Bounty  Lands,  the  Committee   on  Military  Af- 
fairs instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  amending  the  laws  in  relation  to 
Bowdoinham.     (See  Porta  of  Delivery.) 
Boyd,  Joseph  C,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
heirs  of  -.---- 

read  twice,  and  referred     -  -         -         - 

reported  without  amendment     .  .         - 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -         .         - 
read  the  third  time,  and  pa8>>ed  - 
Brace,  Stephen,  a  bdl  for  the  relief  of,  reported, 
and  read  twice        -  -  -  -  - 

ordered  l<)  the  third  reading         -  -  - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -  - 

Bradford,    Charles,  a    bill   tor   the   relief  of,  re- 
ported, and  read  twice  -         -         -         - 
ordered  to  the  third   reidin?        .  -  - 

read  the  third  time,  and  pisseJ  • 
Bradley,  William  C,  of  Vermont,  attended 
Brandywine  ShJal.      (See  Lighthjusex.) 
Breck,  Samuel,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended 

remarks  of.    on    his    resolutio.i    calling  for 

information     respecting   commerce    with 

Greece  .  -         -         -       870,  801.  872 

remarks  of,   on  thf  Tariffbill      -         -  -    1736 

Brent.  William  L.,  of  Louisiana,  attended         -     794 

remarks  of,  on   the  Tariff  bill    1515,   1521,  1543, 

l.'ieS.  1.590,  1612 
remarks  of,  upon   a   report  in   relation  to  a 
sale  of  lots  in  Washington  City     - 
Brooke,  George,  the    Committee   of  Cuiims  in- 
structed   to    inquire    respecting    certain 
compensation  to     - 

Brooks,  James.  Jehu  and  Nath*niel,  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of,  or  their  heirs,  reported  and 
read  twice     ------ 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         -  . 

read  the  third  lime,  and  passed  - 

Bronson,  .Mvin,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice 943 

debated     -------  2486 

ordered  to  the  third  reading         -  -  .  2486 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         -  3486 
Brotherton,   Robert,  a   bill   for  the   relief  of,   re- 
ported, and  read  twice   -  -  -  -  2506 

ordt-red  to  the  third  reading        -  -  -  2509 

read  the   third  time,  and  passed  -  -  2510 

Brown,   John,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended  -     793 

Brown,  Samuel,  a  bill  to  issue  letters  patent  to, 

reported  and   read  twice  -  -  - 

ordered  to  the  third  reading         -  -  . 

read  the  third   time,  and    pasi-ed 

Brush,  Elijah,  a    bill   for   the   relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice       -         -         .         .  - 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        .  -  . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Buchanan,  James,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended    - 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning   costs  in 

patent  cases 933,  936 

remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  to  erect  a  mon- 
ument to  Washington     -  -  1044,  1047 
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Buchanan,  James — continued.  Page. 

remarks  of,  un  the  Tariff  bill    1546,   1547,  1565, 

1690,  1678,  1696,  1709,  1792 

speech  of,  on  the  same        -  -  1888,  2258 

remarks  of,  on   the   bill   for   improving   the 

Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers     -         .  .  2583 

on  the  resolution  for  adjournment      -  -  2651 

Buck,  Daniel  A.  A.,  of  Vermont,  attended       -     793 

Buckner,  Richard  A.,  of  Kentucky,  attended     -     794 

speech  of,  on    the    bill   fur   survey  of   roads 

and  canals    ---...  1361 

Burch,  Benjamin,  appointed    Sergeant-at-Arms     796 

Burch's  Digest  of  Law«,  the  Clerk  directed   to 

procure  fifty  copies  of  ....  2710 
Burleigh,  William,  uf  Maine,  attended  -  -  793 
Burns,  Malaciii,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice 1292 

ordered  to  the  third   reading       -  -         -  2496 

read  the  third   time,  and   passed  -  -  2500 

Burton.   George,   a   report  of  the  Secretary    ut 

War  on  tiie  petition  of,  referred     -  -     876 
Burton,    Hutchins   (J.,    of  North    Carolina,   at- 
tended            -  -      797 

remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill     -         -         -   1660 

C. 

Cady,  John  W.,  of  New  York,  attended  -         -     793 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mr«. 

Perry 974 

Call,  Richurd  K,  of  Florida,  attended        -         -     798 
remarks  of,  on   the  bill  for  opening  certain 

roads  in    Florida     -         -         -  -     926.  927 

on  the   bill  fur  a  canal  to  connect  the  Wa- 
bash and  .Miami  rivers   -  -  2585 
Calvert  County.      (See  Maryland.) 
Cjiupliell,  John  W.,  of  Ohio,  attended     •  -     794 
remarks  of,  on  the  .Massachusetts  contested 

election 1840 

Campbell,  Robert,  of  South  Carolina,   attended     794 
remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill      -          -         -    1076 
Cambreleng,   Churchill   C,  of  New    York,  at- 
tended   793 

remarks  of,    on   the    bill    for    the  relief  ot 

Daniel  D.  Tompkins  -  -  -  -  818 
on  Mr.  Breck's  resolution  in  relation  to  com- 
merce with  Greece  -  -  -  871,  872 
on  the  bill  for  pensions  to  widows  and  or- 
phans .-•----  881 
remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill  -  -  1520,  1747 
s(>eech  of,  on  the  same  -  .  -  -  1568 
remarks  uf,  on  the  bill  to  exchange  certain 

stock 2705 

Canal,  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
opening   a,  between  the   Tennessee  and 
Cuosa  rivers  ------     812 

report  made  and  laid  on  the  table       -         •  2630 
a  petition  from  Florida  praying  aid  to  open 
a,  between  St.  Augustine  and  St.  John's, 

referred 1954 

a  bill  to  authorize  the  opening  of  said,  re- 
ported, and  read   twice  -  -         -         -  2171 
ord<  red  to  the  third  reading       ...  2602 
rtad  the  third  time,  and  passed  .         -         .  2602 
a  bill   to  open    a,    from    the  Wabash   to  the 

Miami,  reported 829 

.^^  memuriaid  frum  the  Legislature  of  Indiana 
praying  the  opening  oi  said,  committed  tu 
Committee  of  the  Whole        -  -  1083,  1318 

the  bill  under  consideration        -  2584,  2G00,2C03 


Canal — continued.  Page. 

bill  ordered  to  the  third  reading  •         •  2604 

read  the   third    time,  and  passed         -  -  2606 

the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals  in- 
structcd  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
opening  a,  to  connect  the  Illinois  river 
with  Lake  Michigan  -  -  .  .  1914 
a  bill  for  opening  a.  around  the  falls  of  the 
Ohio  river  near  Louisville,  reported,  and 
read  twice      -.---.  1961 

Cannon,  Muskets,  &c.,  Mr.  Cocke  submitted  a 
resolution  calling  for  information  in  rela- 
tion to  contracts  for         -         -         -         -  836 

debated 844 

adopted 846 

report  in  reply,  laid  on  the  table         -         -  939 
referred  to  a  select  committee     -         -         -  944 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  re- 
specting, referred  -----  959 

Senate  bill  for  the  gradual  supply  of,  for  for- 
tifications      ------  1766 

read  twice,  and  referred     -         -         .         -  1769 

reported  without  amendment     •         -         -  2236 

Cape  Henlopen.     (See  Lighthouses.) 
Capitlano.     (See  Washington.) 
Capitol,  a  committee   appointed  to  devise  regu- 
lations for  the  police  of  the     -         -         -   1488 
report  made,    read  twice,  and  laid  on   the 

table 1702 

ordered  to  the  third   reading       .         -         -  2556 
considered  .--»--  2575 

laid  on  the  table 2576 

report  on  a  statement  of  William   Lambert 
in  relation  to  the  longitude  of  the,  laid  on 

the  table 1661 

a  resolution  to  dispose  of  the  building  south 

of  the,  referred       -----  2682 
the  execution  of  said  resolution  suspended 

until  next  session  -----  2708 
(See  Accommodations.) 

Carr,  Thomas,  the  petition  of,  referred       -         -     814 
documents  in   support  of  the  claim  of,  re- 
ferred   -         -         -         -,      -         -         -     826 
(See  Donnc/son,  John.) 

Carroll,    Daniel,  of  Duddington,  a  bill   for  the 
relief  of,  and    others,    reported  and   read 
twice     -------     848 

the  third  reading  negatived         -         -         .     957 
the  vote  reconsidered,  and  the  bill  recom- 
mitted   959 

reported  without  amendment     -         .         -  1680 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        .         -         -  2500 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -  2504 

Carter,  John,  of  South  Carolina,  attended         -     797 
speech  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill        -         -         -2154 
Carter,  John  K.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice      -----  2499 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         .         -  2505 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -  2507 

Carver,  Jonathan,  Mr.   Fuller  presented  a  peti- 
tion of  Joseph  Stroud   and  wife,  praying 
that  a  petition  heretofore  presented  by  the 
pretended  heirs  of,  be  disposed  of  -         -  1618 
referred    -------   1619 

Carver,  Nathaniel.     (See  Bartlett,  William.) 
Cary,  George,  of  Georgia,  attended  -         -     794 

remarks  of,  on    Mr.  Buchanan's  resolution 
10  erect  a  monument  to  Washington      -  1046 
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Cary,  George — continued.  P»g«« 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Webster's  resolution  in 
relation  to  an  Agent  for  Greece     -         -   1127 
Case,  Loudon,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,   reported 

and  read  twice       .         -         .         -         -     848 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         .         -     877 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -     887 

Cassedy,  George,  of  New  Jersey,  attended         -     793 

speech  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill        ...  2139 

Castine,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  persons  who  have 
imported  goods   into,  reported  and  read 

twice -  1042 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         -         .  2489 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •         •         •  2548 

Castle    Clinton,    Mr.   Carabreleng    presented   a 
memorial  of  the  City  of  New  York,  pray- 
ing that,  and  the  ground,  &.c.    belonging 
thereto,  be  reconveyed  to  New  York,  re- 
ferred   -------     832 

report  made,  and  laid  on  the  table      -         •     959 

Chandler,  Walter  S.,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief 
of,   and   Samuel   Ward,  read   twice,  and 

referred 1529 

adverse  report  made  -         -         -         -         -1914 
laid  on  the  table 2509 

Chapliiin,  Henry  B.  Bascom  elected  -         -     805 

a  message  from  the   Senate  informing  the 

House  of  ihe  election  of  Wm.  Staughton     825 

Chapman,  Thomas,  the  committee  discharged 
from  the  petition  of  the  executors  of,  and 
thv.'  petition  laid  on  the  table  -         -         -  10C4 

Charleston,  Senate  bill  f:»r  the  survey  of  the  har- 
bor of,  St.  Mary's  nnd  the  coast  of  Florida 
read  twice,  and  refw.red     -  .         -         • 

referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  2648 
reported  without  amendment     •         .         - 
passed       ..--.-- 

Charpentrie,  Francois.     (See  Myotte.  Jacques.) 
Chastang,  Joseph.     (See  Baudin,  Nicholas.) 
Cherokee  Indians,  Mr.   Moore  submitted  a  reso- 
lution in  relation  to   an  act   explanatory 
of  the  treaty  with   the,  read  and  laid  on 
the  table         .         -         .         .         - 

the  ('ummittee  of  Ways  and  Means  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
o(  extingui:iliing  reservations  granted  to 
certain  .         .         .         -         - 

Mr.  Fornyth  submitted  a  resolution  calling 
for  information  respecting  negotiations  by 
General  Jackson  with  the,  in  relation  to 
cession  of  lands     -         -         -         -         - 

agreed  to- 

report  in  reply  --.--- 

the  Speaker  presented  a  memorial  of  John 
Ross  and  other  delegates  from  the,  re- 
ferred   .---.-- 

Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company,  .Mr. 

Hemphill  presented  the  memorial  of  the, 

referred  --.... 

a  bill  auth  rizing  the   subscription  of  stock 

in  the,  reported  and  read  twice 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal,  so  much  of  the 
President's  Mes^age  as  relates  to  the, 
referred  ...... 

Mr.  Stewart  submitted  a  resolution  to  de- 
vote the  proceeds  of  sales  of  lots  in  the 
Dii>trict  of  Columbia,  to  the    -        -        . 
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Mr.  Little  submitted  a  resolution  for  the 
employment  of  a  part  of  the  Engineer 
Corps  in  surveying  the  ground  for  the    -     837 

laid  on  the  Uble 839 

a  letter  from  William  H.  Jones  with  Shri- 
ver's  map  of  the  country  thrftugh  which 
the,  shall  pass,  referred  .         -         -         -     915 

Mr.  Kent  presented  an  act  of  the  State  of 
Maryland,    incorporating    the    company, 

referred  - 2430 

Chitwood,  Sarah,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice       ....         -     868 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         -         -     908 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •         -     913 

Claims,  Committee  of,  appointed      -         -         -     797 
Clarke,  Archibald,  a  bill  lor  the  relief  of,  report- 
ed and  read  twice  ...         -         -  2463 

ordered  to  the  third  reading         ...  2506 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  2506 

Clarke,  M.  St.   Clair,   appointed   Clerk  of  the 

House 796 

Clark,  Lot,  of  New  York,  attended  -         -         -     793 

remarks  of,   on   the    New    York   contested 

election 954,  956 

remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill     -  2173,  2176 

Clay,  Henry,  of  Kentucky,  attended         -         -     794 
elected  Speaker         .         .          -          -         -     795 
remarks  of,  on  taking   the  Chair         -         -     79.*) 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Dan- 
iel D.  Tompkins, 821 

on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mr*^.  Perry  -     980 

on  the  bill  for  the  survey  of  roads  and  canals     999 
speech  of,  on  the  same       -         .  -         -   1022 

remarks   of.    in    reply    to    Mr.    Randolph's 

speech  on  said  bill  -         -         •         -   1311 

on  a  resolution  respecting  aid  to  the  Greeks  1113, 

1114 

speech  of,  on  the  same       -         -         «         -  1170 

remarks  of.  on  the   Tariff  bill,   1481,1482.  1485, 

1547,   1559,  1672,  1691,  1700,  1896,  1903 

speech  of,  on  the  same       ....   1962 

remarks  ot,  on  the  bill  to  create  stock  for  the 

Florida  Treaty  Awards  -         -  2553, 2554 

on  the    Occupying  Claimant  Law  of  Ken- 
tucky   -         -         -         -         -  2618.  2620 

on  suspending   his  resolution  in  relation  to 

certain  designs  upon  the  Spanish  provinces  2763 
Cleftan,  William,  a  committee  instructed   to  in- 
quire into   the   expediency  of  compensa- 
ting, for  certain  losses     ....  2172 

Clerk  of  the  House.  M.St.  Clair  Clarke  appointed     796 
Clerks,  a  bill  to  employ  additional,  in   the   sev- 
eral Departments,  reported  and  read  twice    1788 
considered  ...... 

read   the  third   time,  and  passed 
amendments  received         .... 

concurred  in      -         -         -         -         .         . 

an  order  to  pay  the  engrossing,  certain  com- 
pensation      ......  2766 

Cleveland.  Samuel,   a  bill   for   the  relief  of,  re- 
ported and  rend  twice    -         -         -         -  2212 

ordered  to  ihe  third  reading        -         -         -  'Z^)^ 
read  the  thirti  time,   and    passed  -         -  2506 

Cobb,  Thomas  W.,  of  Georgia,  attended  -         -     794 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  allowing  pencions  to 

widows  and  orphans  -  -  -  880,  882 
on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Perry  -  974 
on  the  Tariff  bill       -         -         -         -         -   1.544 
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Cocke,  John,  of  Tennessee,  attended         -         -     794 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Dan- 
iel D.  Tompkins    -         -         -         -     817,  820 
on  the  Appropriation  bill,  1782,  178.3,  1785,  1786 
on  a  report  in   relation  to  the  sale  of  public 
lots  in  the  Cily  of  Washington         2608,  2615 
Cocke,  William,  u  bill  to  compensate,  for  cer- 
tain services,  reported  and  read  twice     -  2258 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2505 
read  the  third  time,  and    passed  -         •  2506 

Collins,  Ela,  of  New  York,  attended         -         -     793 
Collins.  Johanna,  Mr.  Farrelly  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  praying  a  divorce,  referred 
adver.-(e  report  made  and  concurred  in 
Collins,  Thomas,  the  committee  on  the  petition 
of,  discharged,   and   the   petition  laid  on 

the  table 

Collier,  Charles  M.,  a  bill   for  the   relief  of,  re- 
ported and  read  twice    -         .         .         . 
ordered  to  the  third  reading         ... 
read  the  third  time,   and  passed 

Collier,  Isaac,  a  bill  for  the    relief  of,    reported, 
and  read  twice       .         -         .  .         . 

ordered  to  the  third  reading         ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Colored  persons.     (See  Amendment.) 
Columbia  river,  a  select  committee  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  occupying 

report  made       --.... 

copy  of  the  report  in  full  -         -         -         - 

a  bill  to  authorize  the  occupation  of,  report 
ed  and  read  twice  ... 

Mr.  Floyd  submitted  a  resolution  calling  on 
the  President  for  an  estimate  of  expenses 
for  transporting  troops  to  the  mouth  of  -    1178 

modified  and  adopted  ....    1203 

a  message  in  reply    .         -         -         -         .  1622 

referred     .--.---    1623 
Columbian  College,  Mr.  Kent  presented  a  peti- 
tion  from  the  trustees  ot,  referred    - 

the  committee  discharged  .... 
Columbian  Institute,  .Mr.  Campbell  presented  a 
memorial  ot   the,  praying  a  lot  of  ground 
for  a  botanical  garden,  referred 

a  bill  lor  the  benetil  of  the.  reported  and 
read  twice     - 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        .         .         - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 

Columbus,   a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State. 

with  a  copy  of  a  letter   from    George   G. 

Barrell  presenting  a  portrait  of,  referred  - 

a  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate  providing 
a  place  uf  deposite  for  the  portrait  of,  and 
directing  the  distribution  of  certain  copies 
ot  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  read 
twice     .------  2708 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  2711 

Commerce,  appointment  of  the  Committee  on  -     797 

so  much  of  the  President's  message  as  re- 
lates to,  referred  to  the  above  committee 

the  Committee  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  regulating,  among  the 
States,  a>jreed  to    - 

Commerce  and  Navigation,  a  statement  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury   showing  the, 
for  one  year,  laid  on  the  table 
additional  copies  ordered  to  be  printed 
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Commercial  Regulations,  a  message  from  the 
President,  transmitting  a  digest  of  the,  of 
foreign  countries,  laid  on  the  table  -   1320 

message  in  addition  ...         -  2758 

Condict,  Lewis,  of  New  Jersey,  attended  -  *  793 

remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill     -         -         -  2338 
Congressional    Burial   Ground,   Senate   bill  for 

enclosing  the 2396 

read  twice,  and  referred    ....  2431 
reported  without  amendment     -         -         -2  471 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       -         •         .  2509 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -     .    -  2510 
Conner,  Henry,  of  North  Carolina,  attended     -     794 
Conner,    William,    the    Committee    on    Public 
Lands  instructed  to  inquire  in  relation  to 
certain  land  for       -         -         -         -         -  1215 
the  committee  discharged  ...  1808 

Contested  Elections,  the  Speaker  presented  the 
petition  of  Parmenio  Adams,  contesting 
the  election    of  Isaac   Wilson,    of   New 

York,  referred 804 

sundry  documents  in    relation  to  the  same, 

referred  -         -         -         -         -         -     814 

the  report  in  full        -         .         -         .         .     897 
a  copy  of  the  memorial  of  P.  Adams,  and  a 

letter  from  J.  Wilson  -  -  -  899,  900 
a  resolution  to  permit  .Mr.  Adams  to  appear  940 
the  subject  considered  -  -  -  941,  044 
P.  Adams  qualitied  -  -  .  .  .  945 
Mr.  Scott  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Biddle.  contesting  the  election  of  Gabriel 
Richard,  of  Michigan,  referred         -         -     814 

reporiijn  full 1001 

leave  given  J.  Biddle  to  withdraw  his  papers   1319 
a  memorial  from  A.  H.    Powell,  contesting 
the   election  uf  Jared  Williams,  of  Vir- 
ginia, referred         .....     829 
documents  relating  to  the  same,  referred    -     832 
report  made,  and  leave  given  the  petitioner 

to  withdraw  bis  papers  ....     958 
a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Norfolk, 
Massachusetts,  contesting  the  election  ot 
John  Bailey,  referred       ....     807 
report  made       ......     887 

the  report  in  full 1594 

considered  -         -         -  1793,  1809,  1832 

decided  that  John  Bailey  is  not  entitled  to  a 

seat 1856 

Contingent  Fund,  four  statements  of  expenditures 
from  the,  of  the  two  Houses,  laid  on  the 

table 797 

abstract  of  expenditures  from  the,  for  the 

-Navy,  laid  on  the  table  -         -         -         -     943 
Conway,  Henry  W..  of  Arkansas,  attended       -      794 
Cook,  Daniel  P.,  of  Illinois,  attended,         -         -     794 
remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  respecting  the 

adjustment  of  land  claims  873,  883,  884,  886 
speech  of,  on   .Mr.  Webster's  resolution  for 

sending  ai^  agent  to  Greece  ...  1145 
rrmarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill  ...  1545 
on  the  Appropriation  bill  -         -  1784,  178-5 

on  the  bill  re.«pecting  the  Supreme  Court   -  2646 
on  the  resolution  fur  adjournment        2650.  2658 

2662 
the  testimony  of,  in  the  case  of  Ninian  Ed- 
wards   -    ' 2829 

Cooper,  David,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice 1763 
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Cooper,  David — continued.  Page. 

bill  orderpd  to  the  third  readin^r  .         .  2500 

read  the  third  lime,  and  passed  -         -         -  2604 
Cordage,  Mr.  Cambreleng  presented  the  petition 
of   certain   manulacturers  uf,  against  an 
increase  of  duty  on  foreign  hemp    -         -     846 
Cotheal,  Henry,  and  David,  and   David   S.  Hal- 
let,  the  committee  discharged   from   the 
petitions  of    -----         -   1043 

Cotton  Goods,  Mr.  Storrs  presented  the  petition 

of  certain  manufacturers  of,  referred         -     807 
Mr.    Eddy    presented  a    similar   one    from 

Rhode  Is-land 985 

Coxe,  Daniel  VV.,  agent  for  the  Marquis  dc  Mai- 
son  Rouge,  Mr.  Brent  presented  a  memo- 
rial from,  praMHg  contirmatton  of  a  tract 
of  land,  laid  on  ihc  table  ...     846 

referred R50 

tlie  committee  discharged  -         -         -  -     U40 

leave  given  to  withdraw  his  papers     -  -   1100 

Counterfeiting,  the    Committee  on    Commerce 
and   Manufactures  instructed  to  provide 
againfrt,  marks  or  names  used  by  manu- 
facturers        -         -         -         -         -         -816 

Courts  of  the  United  Slates.      (See  Jailiciary.) 
Cralts,  Si4nuel  C,  of  Vermont,  attended  -          -      793 
Craig,  Lewis.     (See  Thumaa,  Philemon.'^ 
Craig,  Hector,  ol  New  York,  attended       -         -     793 
Creik  Inilians,  instructions  to  the  Committee  of    • 
Ways  and   Means  respecting  compensa- 
tion to  friendly 1681 

adverse  report  made  -         -         -         -         -  2152 

Crimes,  a  bill  fur  the  more  ef!t>ctu.il  punishment 

of,  reported  and  read  twice     ...   1214 

passed 2765 

Senate  bill  for  the  punishment  of  certain, 

committed  in  navy  yards,  forttf,  &.c.  -  2665 

read  twice,  and  referred     .         -         -         .  2075 
reported  without  amendment      ...  2698 

Crowninshield,  Benjamin  W.,of  Massachusetts, 

attended 793 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  granting  pensions  to 

widows  and  orphans       ....     880 

on  the  Tariff  bill         -         -         -  1896,1898 

Croix,  Dust^eau  de  la,  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land   L'laims  directed    to  report  on  the 
claim  of,  to  certain  lots  -         .         .         .  2491 
Culpeper,  John,  of  North  Carolina,  attended      -     794 

remarks  of,  on  resolution  tor  adjournment   -  2649 
CuDiberland  Koad,  so   much  of  the   President's 

Message  as  relates  to  the,  referred  -         •     800 

report  in  full 2556 

the  committee  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ^'•^ 
expediency  of  extending  the,  from  Wheel- 
ing to  Zaiiesviile f  805 

a  bill  lor  the  continuation  of  the,  reported 

and  read  twice        -         -  .  .  .     944 

a  bill  for  the  preservation  anJ'repair  of,  re- 
ported and  read      -         -         -  .      -         .     832 

a  motion   respecting  a  more   eligible  route 

submitttd  and   negatived  ...     P47 

Mr.  Stewart  submitted  a  resolution  calling 
for  information  as  to  the  application  of 
money  appropriated  for  the     -         -         .  2669 

agreed  to 2675 

report  in  reply  --....  2704 
Currency,  the  S>[ieakfr  presented  the  petition  of 
'Ihomas  Law  and  others,  praying  the  es- 
tabiisbmeul  of  a  national  paper,  referred  2396 
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Cushman,  Joshua,  of  Maine,  attended        •         -     793 
remarks  of,  on   the   General  Appropriation 

bill 1777,  1783 

Cuthbert,  Alfred,  of  Georgia,  attended        -         -     794 
remarks    of,   on    Mr.  Webster's    resolution 

for  sending  an  agent  to  Greece  1 165,  1 177 


on  the  Tariff  bill 

on  the  address  of  Ninian  Edwards 
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Dale,  Charles  A.     (.See  Fulton,  Robert.) 
Dauphin    Island,   the    Committee    on    Military 
Affairs  instructed  to  report  rei»pecting  the 
works  on         -----  - 

Mr.   Hamilton   submitted   a   resolution    re- 
specting the  works  on    - 
Dauterive,   Marigny,   Committee  of   Claints  in- 
structed to  inquire  respecting  psyment  to. 
for  certain  supplies  .... 

Davidson,  William.      (See   White,  Joseph  M.) 
Day,  Rowland,  of  New  York,  attended 
Debt,  Senate  bill   for  the  relief  of  persons  im- 
prisoned for   -----. 

read  the  first  time      -         -         -         -         . 

read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  with  amendments  ... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading         ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         •         . 
Senate  bill    supplementary  to    the  act    for 
the  relief  of  persons  imprisoned  for,  read 
twice  and  relerre<l  -         -         -         -2172 

reported  without  amendment      ...  2317 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -  2334 

Declaration  of   Independence,  a  letter    from  the 
Secretary  of  State  in  relation  to  two  hun- 
dred fac  simile  copies  of   the,  referred 
joint  resolution  from  the  Senate  for  the  dis- 
tribution of  said  copies  read  twice  • 
read  the  third  time,  and  pa.^sed 
Delaware    and     Chesapeake    Canal     Company. 

(See  Chesapeake,  ^c.) 

Denny,    Penelope,    the    mother   of    Lieutenent 

Denny,  the  petition  of,  referred 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice         •         •     846 

postponed  -  ...         .         .         .     932 

the  third  reading  ilegatived         ...  2486 
Desobry,  Benjamin,  a  bill  for  t!ie  relief  of,  re- 
ported and  read  twice     -         .         .         .   1551 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  2498 
read  the  third   time,  and   passed  -  -   2500 

Detroit,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  (yhurch  of  8t. 
Anne,   to    extend    Lamed   street   in,  re- 
ported and  read  twice     -  -         .         -    1064 
ordered  to  the  third  reading         ...  2489 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2491 
Dill,  Eliza.     (See  6'/.  Clair,  General  Arthur.) 
Diplomatic  Intercourse,  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  instructed  to  inquire  respect- 
ing the  expediency  of  reducing  the  ap- 
propriations for       - 
Distillers,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain,  reported 
and  read  twice        -.'... 
debated      ---.... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         .         - 
read  the  third  lime,  and  passed 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain,  reported  and 
read  twice      ...... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third   time,  and  passed 
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Distilled  Spirits,  Mr.  Condict  presented  a  peti- 
tion of  sundry  inhabitants  of  New  Jersey, 
praying  an  excise  duty  on  domestic,  re- 
ferred -  - 
Mr.  Bartlett  submitted  a  resolution  for  a  tax 
upon  domestic,  negatived         -         -         . 

District  Judges,  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  exprdienrv 
of  amending  the  acts  respecting  the  sala- 
ries of- 

the  said  committee  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  providing  for  the  exi- 
gency arising  from  the  death  or  disability 
of  ---.-.. 

District  of  Columbia,  the  Committee  for  the,  ap- 
pointed ---... 

the  Committee  on  .Military  Affairs  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 
viding arms  f>r  the  militia  of  the     - 

bill  to  regulate  fees  for  the  Registers  of  the 
Orphans'  Court  in  the,  reported  and  read 
twice     -  -  .... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading         .         .         . 

read  the  third  time,  and  pas..'ed  -         .         - 

Mr,  Kent  presented  the  petition  of  certain 
inhabitants  of  the,  respecting  a  change  in 
the  form  of  government  for  the,  referred 

a  bill  ta  provide  for  ihe  government  of  the, 
read  twice       ...... 

Mr.  Kent  presented  .i  remonstrance  from  cer- 
tain inhabitants  of  Washington  against 
the  bill 

Mr.  Mercer  presented  a  similar  petition  from 
-Alexandria     ---... 

•Mr.  Kent  presented  a  similar  one  from  the 
Levy  Court  of  Alexandria       -         .         . 

.Mr.  Ross  submitted  a  resolution  respecting 
a  delegate  from  the,  to  represent  the  same 
in  Congress  ..---. 

laid  on  the  table         ..... 

a  communication  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, with  a  report  of  incorporated  lands 
in  the,  laid  on  the  table  .... 

Senate  bill  for  altering  the  times  of  holding 

courts  in  the  --.... 

.    read  twice  --.... 

referred     .---.-. 

ref)orlod  with  amendments         .         .         - 

read  the  third  tune,  and  p.issed  .         -         . 

Senate  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  to  in- 
corporate the  Turnpike  Company  in  the, 
read  twice  and  relcrred  -         -         -         . 

reported  without  amendment      .         .         - 

the  Committee  »n  the  Judiciary  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repealing 
an  act  of  .Maryland  respecting  protested 
i.ills  of  exchange  in  the  .         -         .         - 

Dolive,  Lewis  and  others,  an  adverse  report  on 
the  [letition  of,  laid  on  the  table 

Donnelson,  John.  Stephen  Heard,  and  others,  a 
bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of,  reported 
and  read  twice        ..... 

considered  -         -         .         -         .  2490, 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 
rejected      ....... 

Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of 
read  twice,  and  referred     -         -         -         . 

iSih  Con.  1st  Ses9 D 


Page. 

801 
2213 

-     812 


815 
798 

811 


1001 
2G02 
2606 


1202 
1675 

175C 

1756 
17.56 


1.504 
1506 


1620 

2001 
2026 
2099 
2551 
2556 


2491 
2698 


2506 
2541 


1100 
2193 
2493 
2495 
2622 
2630 


1529 

2404 
2480 
2556 
2575 
2622 
2630 


875 

1551 
2498 
2500 


Donnelaon,  John,  and  others— continued.  Page, 

bill  reported  with  an  amendment  inserting 

the  name  of  Thomas  Carr  -         .         2675 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         -  2682 
Doorkeepers,  B.  Burch  and  J.  O.  Dunn  appointed     796 
Drawbacks,  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  allowing,  on  goods  imported  into  New 
York,  Philadelphia,  and  Baltimore 
Duane,  William,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 
twice  and  referred  -         .         .         . 

reported  without  amendment     ... 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  pas.sed  ... 
Dubord,  Anna,  Senate  bill  fur  the  relief  of 

read  twice,  and  referred     .... 
Duck  and  Cotton  Bagging,  Mr.  Cassedy  present- 
ed the  petition  of  certain  manufacturers 
of,  referred     -...._ 

Duncan,  Jonas,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice       -         .         .         .         . 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        .         -         _ 

read  the  third  lime,  and  passed  -         .         . 

Duncan,   Matthew,   the    Committee  on    Public 

Lands  instructed  to  all.iw  him  to  change 

his  present  location  of  land     - 

Dunn,  John  Oswald  Dunn.     (See  Doorkeeper.) 

Dunn,  'i'homas,  appointment  of,  as  Sergeant-at- 

Arms     -----.. 

Durfee,  Job.  of  Rhode  Island,  attended 

Duties  on  Imports,  a  bill  to  amend  the  several 

acts  imposine.  reported,  and  read  twice  - 

a  copy  of  the  bill       -         -         -         .         . 

considered 1469,  1471 

Mr.   Cambreleng  submitted  a  statement  in 

relation  to  practical  operations  of  the  bill   1487 
the  bill  considered      -  1506,  1540,  1552,  1567 

Mr.  Owen  submitted  a  resolution  of  inquiry 
renpecling  the  probable  effect  of  the  bill  -   1586 

1676 

debated      -         .         .         -  1612,  1623,  1628 

laid  on  the  table         .....   1629 

the  bill  under  consideration         1625;  1629,  16C5, 

1676,  1662,  1705,  1735,  1740,1760,1754,1758 

1791,  1859.  1870,  1880,  1894,  1907,  1915,1961 

1962,  2001,  2026,  2100,2154,  2173,2209,2213 

2237,  2258,  2289,  2295,  2318,  2335 


-  1788 


796 
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960 


ordered  t)  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time    .         -         -         .         - 
considered  -.-.-. 

passed        ....... 

amendments  read,  and  referred  -         -         - 
report  made       ...... 

considered  --.... 

the  Senate  insist  or  certain  amendments    • 
the  House  adheres     -  -         -         .         . 

committee  of  conference  appointed     - 
report  made       -....- 

considered  --.-.. 

concurred  in      -----         - 

the  Committee  on  .Agriculture  instructed  to 
inquire  whether  an  increase  of,  will  ben- 
efit agriculturists  -         -         .         .         - 
their  report  in  full      .         -         -         -         - 

•Mr.  Stewart  submitted  a  resolution  calling 
for    information  at  the   next   session  re- 
specting bonds  given  for         -         -         - 
amended  and  agreed  10      -         -         •         - 
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Duties  on  Tonnage,  <Scc.7^onate  bill  concerning 
discriminating        %        '         '         '         ' 
bill  read  the  firet  and* second  time 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
a  bill  to  revive  certain  sections  of  the  act  t) 

collect,  reported  and  read  twice 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time  and  pissed   -         -         - 
Mr.  Breck  submitted  a  resolution  respecting 
any,  which   may   be    imposed    by  Great 

Britain 

laid  on  the  table 

modified,  agreed  to,  and  referred     .    - 
report  lajd  on  the  table       -         .         -         - 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency   of  re 
pealing  a  certain  act  respecting 
Duvall,  Mareen,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 
and  read  twice        .         -         -         -         - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         .         - 
read  the  third  time  and  pas.sed 
Duval,  William  P.     (See  Florida.) 
.Dwight,   Henry  W.,  of  Massachusetts,  attended 
speech  of,  on  the  resolution  for  sending  an 

Agent  to  Greece 

Dwinell,  Justin,  of  New  York,  attended    - 

E. 
Earle,  William  Nichols,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of, 
reported  and  read  twice  -         -         " 

ordered  to  the  third  readi.ig        ... 
read  the  third  time  and  passed  -         -         - 
Eaton,  Lewis,  of  Xew  York,  attended 
Eaton,  William,  the  petition  of,  referred    - 

the  committee  dischirged  -         -         - 

Eddv,  Samuel,  of  Rhode  I^-Und.  attended 
Educational   Purposes,   Mr.    Kent   euUraitted  a 
resolution  respecting  grants  of  land  tor  - 
Edwards,   Ninian,  the    Speaker  communicated 
an    address  from,   in   rt-lation   to  certain 
charges  against  him,  with  notes  and  doc- 
uments .         . 
considered  -         -         -         -         "         " 

referred  to  a  select  committee    -         -         - 
a  report  made   ------ 

concurred  in      -         -         -         -         ■         * 

Mr.  Forsyth  submitted  a  resolution  to  in- 
form  the  President  of  the  investigation 
ordered  by  the  House     -         -         -         - 

a  Message  from  the  President  in  reply  to  in- 
formation of  proceedings  in  the  case,  laid 
on  the  table  ------ 

the  report  of  the  investigating  committee  in 

full 

a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury  in  relation  to  -         -         -  2596,  2733 

a  debate  concerning,  arising  on  a  cjuestion 

of  adjournment       -----  2649 

Mr.  Livingston  submitted  a  resolution  to 
allow  the  Committee  to  sit  after  the  ad- 
journment     ------  27.'i6 

agreed  to-         -         -         -         -         •         -  2761 

a  debate  os  a  publication  of  Mr.  Randolph 

in  relation  to  the  action  of  the  committee  2766 

an  order  to  allow  witnesses  the   usual  per 

diem  allowance      .         -         -         .         -  2769 

the  report  of  the   investigating  committee 
after  the  adjournment     -         -         -         -  2770 
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ards,  Ninian — continued.  ^'a: 

the  tebtimony  and   documents  accompany- 
ing the  report         .  -         -         -         - 
the  testimony  of  James  L.  Anthony  - 

of  John  S.  Barbour     -         -         -         • 

of  Thomas  H.  Benton 

ofAlirahain  Bradley   -         -         -         ■ 

of  Overton  Carr 

of  Langdon  Cheves    - 

of  Daniel  P.  Cook 

of  Asbury  Dickius 

of  Thomas  Dungan     - 

of  Jeremiah  Elkius 

of  David  English 

of  James  Floyd  -  -  - 

of  John  Forsyth 

of  William  B.  Hodgson 

of  Asa  E.  Hou;?h 

of  Jonathan  Jennings 

of  Edward  Jones 

of  Alexander  Kerr 

of  Daniel  Kurtz - 

of  Adf  luide  Lindsley  - 

of  John  Mason  -  -  - 

of  S.  M.  McKean 

of  James  McKi'iina     - 

of  Jacob  Morgan 

of  Jeremiah  Nelson     - 

of  R.  Newell      .         -         - 

of  Augustine  Newton 

of  JaiDt-i  Noble  - 

of  El)zi  Queen  - 

of  Henry   W.  Queen  - 

of  Wiiliam  Riiodes 

of  Thomas  F.  Kiddick 

of  J.  C  Kives    - 

of  James  Sanderson    - 

o\  William  W.  ^Seaton 

of  Richard  Siiiith 

of  Thomas  Swan 

of  tJeorgfc  Swreiiy 

of  Jonah  Thompson    - 

of  Peter  G.   Wiifhington,   - 

of  C.  H.  W.  Wharton 
slatemenla  W,  X,  Y,  Z,  - 
the  examination  o\  Mr.  Edwards  2807,  2824,  2824 

a  list  of  the  departure  and  arrival  of  the 
mails  between  Washington  and  Ed- 
wardsville      -  -  -  - 

a  letter  Irom  W.  H.  Crawford  to  Richard 
M.  Johnson  -         -         -         - 

a  list  of  notes  enclosed  in  a  letter  from  W. 
H.  Crawford  ------ 

a  copy  of  letters  from  W.  H.  Crawford, 
found  on  the  files  of  the  Receiver's  OlFice 
at  Edwardsville    -         -         -2847,2848.2851 

a  copy  of  other  letters  from  the  same  -  2862 

a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Benjamin  Stephen- 
son to  W.  H.  Crawford  -         -         -  2849 

statement  No.  1.  of  the  Bank  of  8teu- 
benvil.e 28.M 

statement  No.  2.  from  the  Bank  of  Tom- 
bigbee 2851 

extract  of  a  letter  from  George  F.  Slruther 

to  the  Secretary  of  the  'J'reasury     -  •  2855 

copy  of  a   letter  from   Thomas   Sloo  to  the 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury       -  -  -  2856 

copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretiry  of  War 

to  the  commillee 2858 


2773 

-  2802 

-  28,35 

-  2836 

-  2840 

-  2790 

-  2805 

-  2829 

-  2795 

-  2792 

-  2831 

-  2792 

-  2773 

-  2803 
.  2844 
.  2846 

-  2804 

-  2787 

-  2787 

-  2783 

-  2844 

-  2829 

-  2793 
-2782 

-  2780 

-  2845 

-  2795 

-  2781 

-  2824, 282S 

-  2843 

-  2846 

-  2783 

-  2796 

-  2847 

-  2779 

-  2832 

-  2790 

-  2790 

-  2842 

-  27H7 

-  279y,  279 1 

-  2835 

-  2785 
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Edwards,  Ninian — continued.  Page, 

copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Edwards  to  the 

Secretary  of  War 

letter  from  Nathaniel  Frye  to  the  Secretary 

of  War 

lettter  from   Mr.  Edwards  to  the  Paymaster 

General  -         -         -         -      "  . 

copy  of  a  lint  of  draft.<!  drawn  by  the  Trea- 
sury on  the  Bank  of  Missouri 
replication  ol,  to  .Mr.  Crawford's  communi- 
cation to  the  committee 
communications  of,  to  the  chairman  of  the 

committee     -  -         -  2886,2906,2915 

Edwarda,    Wcldon    N.,  of  North   Carolina,   at- 
tended ----... 
EdwardfMlle,  a  bill  to  define  the  boundary  line 
of,    and    Springfield,  reported    and    read 
twice     -----.. 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
the  Committee  on  Public  Landi  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  defining 
the  boundary  line  between,  and  Sangomo     9^6 
Elections,  the  Committee  of,  appointed  -     798 

said  committee  instructed  if  any  of  the  mem- 
bers were  not  at  the  time  of  elections  in- 
habiianis  of  the  State  where  elected 
report  made       •-..-. 
(See  Cunt  est  ed  Elections.) 
EUia,  William   Cox,  of  Pennsylvania,   attended 
Engineer  Corps,  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairt  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  organi- 
Zilion,  (Sec,  of  the  -         .         .         . 

English  'i'urn.     (See  Louisiana.) 
Entjros*ed    Bills,  a    resolution   to  postpone  all 

until  the  next  session      -  .  . 

Esclava,  Don  Miguel.  .Mr.  Owen  presented   iha 
petition  of  Thomas  F.  Townlcy  in  behalf 
of  himself  and  other  heirs  of,  referred       -      867 
a  bill  for  tlie  relief  of  the  heirs  of,  reported 

and  read         -         -         -         .         .         -11 28 
considered  ---...  2494 

post4>oned 2495 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         .         -  254  2 
Evans,  Edward,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice        .  -  -  .  -  2.505 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  2509 
read  the  third  time,  and  parsed  -  -  .  2510 

Execution,  tbe  Committee  on    the  Judiciary  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expedieney  of 
altering  the  act  concerning  writs  of 


166-.< 
1733 

793 


890 


-  2765 


1894 


F. 


Fanning,  John  B.,  a  bill  for  the  reliefof  Edward 
Barnard,  administrator  of,  reported  and 

read  twice      .---..  2506 

read  the  third  time,  and  parsed           -         -  2508 

Farrelly,  Patnck,  of  I'ennsylvania,  attended      -  79:i 

remarks  of,  on  sending  an  agent  to  Greece  1155 
Farrow,    Nimrod  S.   bill    for  the  reliefof,  and 

Richard  Harris 2699 

read  twice,  and  referred     -         -         •         .  2700 

reported 27') 

considered,  and  laid  on  the  table         -         -  2760 

Findlay,  John,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended            -  793 
Finances,  annual  report  in  full  on  the  state  of 

the 919 

Firman,  Joseph,  and  others,  a  bill  for  the  relief 

,            of,  reported  and  read  twice     ...  2494 

ordered  to  the  third  reading         -         -         .  2505 

read  the  third  time,  acd  passed           >         -  2507 


Fisher,  George,  a  bill  for  the  reliefof,  reported 
and  read  twice       -         -         -         _         . 
bill  ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         . 
amendments  referred  -         .         -         . 

reported  and  ajirced  to       ...         . 

Fisher,  Herman,  a  bill  for  the  reliefof,  reported 
and  read  twice        .         -         .         .         . 

Fitch,  Pelatiah,  the  Secretary  of  State  requested 
to  report  at  next  session  upon  the  claim 
of 

Five  Sisters,  a  bill  to  authorize  a  register  for  the 
schooner,  reported  and  read  twice  - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Florida,  a  letter  from  Samuel  R.   Overton  and 

Joseph  .M.  White,  commissioners  on  lands 

in  West,    asking  extension  of  time,  read 

aiid  laid  on  the  uble       -         -         .         . 

the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  granting 
a  tract  of  land  to,  for  the  seat  of  govern- 
n»ent     .         -        -   ■     . 

a  bill  providing  a  grant  ofland  for  that  pur- 
pose, reported  and  read   twice 

read  the  third  time,  and   passed         ^ 

.Mr.  McLane  submitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing the  correspondence  with  Spain  in  re- 
lation to  the  Florida  Treaty    - 

agreed  to  -.--.. 

a    message  in  reply  laid  on  the  table 

the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  extend- 
ing the  time  for  the  settlement  of  private 
land  claims  in,  East  and  West 

a  bdl  for  the  settlement  of  private  land 
claims  in,  reported  and  read  twice  - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         .         . 

amendments  received         .         .         .         . 

referred     -         -         .         .         .         .*. 

report  made       ---... 

concurred  in      -  -         ...         . 

the  Committee  on  Commerce  instructed  to 
inquire  concerning  the  exclusion  of  for- 
eign and  the  protection  of  American 
wreckers  on  the  coast  of         -         -         - 

a  biil  concerning  wrecks  on  the  coast  of, 
reported  and  read  twice  .         -         . 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -         -         - 

read  the  third  time,  and   passed 

a  bill  fur  opening  certain  public  roads  in, 
reported  and  read  .         .         .         . 

considered         -         -  -         -         -         . 

ordered  to  the  third  reading         .         .         . 

read  the  third  time,  and  pissed 

a  copy  of  certain  Acts  of  the  Legislature  of, 
referred  -..-.. 

a  letter  from  William  P.  Duvall,  Governor 
of,  with  copies  of  certain  acts  of,  laid  on 
the  table         ----.. 

a  bill  granting  donations  ofland  to  certain 
actual  settlers  in,  reported  and  read  twice 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

a  bill  to  amend  the  act  for  the  establishment 
of  a  Territorial  government  in,  reported 
and  read  twice       .         .         -         .         - 

onJercd  to  the  third  reading       ... 

amended  ..-...- 
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Florida — continued. 

bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
amendments  received         ... 
concurred  in     -         -         -         -         - 

Mr.  Call  presented  a  petition  from    the  in- 
habitanu  of  East,  in  relation  to  a  right 
claimed    by  Indians    to  certain   negroes, 
referred  ...... 

the  committee  discharged,  and  the  petitioa 

referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War     - 
Mr.  Rankin  submitted   a   resolution  calling 
for  information  in  regard  to  the  compen- 
sation of  the   commissioners  to  examine 

land  titles  in 

agreed  to-         -         -         .. 
a  message  in  reply  laid  on    the  table 
a  message  transmitting   certain   documents 
from  Alexander  Hamilton  in  relation  tu 
lands  in  East,  referred    -         -         -         - 

a  report  made  ------ 

Floyd,  John,  of  Virginia,  attended     .         -         - 
remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill      -         -         - 
remarks  of,  on  the  case  of  JN'inian  Edwards  2451, 

2476 
on  a  mytion  to  exclude  him   from   serving 
on  the  committee  in  the  above  case 
Foote,  Charles  \.,  of  New  York,  attended 
Foot,  Samuel  A.,  of  Connecticut,  attended 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  surveys  of  roads 

and  canals     --..-- 

remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill     .         -         - 

speech  of,  on  the  t^ame       -         -         -         - 

Forbes,  John.     (See  McAllister,  John.) 
Foreign  Affairs,  the  Committee  on,  appointed  - 
so  much  of  the  President's  Message  as  re- 
lates to,  referred   to  the  above  comaullee 

Foreigners,  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
prohibiting  by  law  the  employment  of, 
in  the  public  offices  -  - 
Forman,  Robert  S.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  re- 
ported and  read  twice  -  -  -  - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        -  -  - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Forrest,  Joseph,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of 

read  twice,  and  referred     -         -         -         - 
reported  without  amendments    -         -         - 
Forsyth,  John,  of  Georgia,  attended 

a  report  from  the  Committee  of  Elections  in 

relation  to     - 
remarks  of,  on   the  address  of  Ninian  Ed- 
wards   -         -         -         -          24.^4,  2472,  2476 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  for  adjourn- 
ment     2660,  2663 

the  testimony  of,  in  the  case  of  >'inian  Ed- 
wards    280.3 

Fortifications,  a  bill  making  appropriations  for 

certain,  reported,  and  read  twice    -         -  1291 
debated    -         -         -         -         -         -2455,  2160 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -         -         .  2463 
read  the  third  time    -----  2466 

passed 2469 

a  message  and  report  in  reply  to  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  last  session  in  relation  to  the 
number  &c.  of  the,  laid  on  the  table 

Mr.  Foot  submitted  a  resolution  calling  for 

a  detailed   report  at  the   next  session  re- 

^    specting         ...--. 

bid  on  the  table        .        -         -        -        . 
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1371 
1399 


Fortificttion»— continued.  Page, 

resolution  considered;  again  laid  on  table  -  2503 
Mr.    Cocke  submitted  a  resolution  calling 
for  a  detailed  report  at  the  next  session  in 
relation  to  the  contemplated  .         -         - 
adopted    -         -         -         -         -         "         " 
Fort  (Jriswold,  the   committee  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  completing   1S57 
Fort  St.  Philip.     (See  Aoarf.) 
Fort  Washington,  the  committee  instructed  to 

inquire  into  the  expediency  of  enlarging  2491 
a  report  in  relation  to  the  purchase  of  addi- 
tional ground  for,  Uid  on  the  table 
Fountain,  Garrett,  an   adverse  report  made  on 
the  petition  of       -         -         .         -         - 
rejected,  and   the   committee  instructed  to 

bring  in  a  bill  for  the  relief  ol 
a  bill  reported,  and  read     -         -         -         - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       .         -  - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Forward.  Walter,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended 

remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill 
Franking  Privilege,  Mr.  Brent  submitted 

olution  respecting  the  extension  of  the, 
adopted  ------ 

French  Spt)liations,  Mr.  Hemphill  submitted  a 
resolution  calling  for  information  in  re- 
lation to 

message  in  reply,  laid  on  the  table 
referred    ------- 

Mr.  Hemphill   presented   the   memorial  of 
sundry   Insurance  Companies  of    Phila- 
delphia respecting  .... 

Mr.  Crowninshield  presented  a  similar  one 
from  Massachusetts         .... 

Mr.  .McKim   presented  one  from  Baltimore 

Mr.  .Mercer  presented  one  from  Alexandria, 

referred  --.--- 

Mr.    Burleigh  presented  one  from  Kenne- 

bunk,  referred         ... 

a  report  made 1906,2701 

Mr.  Longfellow  submitted  a  resolution  call- 
ing for  the  correspondence  on  the  subject  of  2131 

agreed  to 2457 

message  in  reply  -  -  ,-r  -  -  2758 
a  report  on  the  subject  of,  in  full  -  -  27U1 
considered  -         -  -         -      »  -         -  2759 

agreed  to  .-.---  2759 

Frieiuls,    Mr.  Long  presented  the  memorial  of 
the   Society   of,  in   New  Garden,    North 
Carolina,  in    relation  to  slavery   in   the 
District  of  Columbia,  referred 
the  committee  discharged  and  the  memorial 
laid  on  the  table    -  -  -  -  - 

Frontier  Defence,  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs directed  to  report  at  the  next  session 
a  plan  for       -----         - 

Frost,  Joel,  of  New  Vork,  attended  -  -  - 
Fuller,  Timothy,  of  .Mussachusetts,  attended     • 

remarks  ut,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mrs. 
Perry     ..-.-.- 

on  the  resolution  for  sending  an  Agent  to 
Greece  -...--- 

on  the  Tariff  bill 

speech  of,  on  the  Massachusetts  contested 
election  -         -         -         . 

remarks  of,  on  Address  of  Ninian  Edwards  -  2477 

the  correction  of  an  error  in  n  report  of  his 
remarks,  (note)      -         -         -         .         .  2478 


848 

8P6 
889 

831 


-   1756 


810 


1586 


2506 
793 
793 

963 

1197 
1705 

-   1809 


Hotise  Proceedings  and  Debates, 


Page. 


Fulton,  Robert.  Mr.  Van  Rensselaer  presented 

the  petition  of  Charles  A.  Dale  in  behalf 

of  the  heirs  of,  referred   -         -         .         . 

Fry  and  Spalding,  a  memorial  and  documents  in 

relation  to,  referred         -         .         . 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of,  reported 

and  read  twice        .         .         -         -         . 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         -         . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         .         . 

G. 

Oaillard,  John,  a  me.ssage  from  the  Senate  in- 
forming the  House  of  the  election  of,  as 
President  pro  tempore  of  the  Senate 

Gamble,  John  M.,  Mr.  Holcombe  presented  the 
memorial  of,  praying  an  allowance  of  cer- 
tain prize  money,  referred       .         .         . 

Garnett,  Robert  S.,  of  Virginia,  attended  - 

remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill      -         -1513,1615 
speech  of.  on  the  same       .         -         .  1682,2(^82 

Garrison,  Daniel,  of  New  Jersey,  attended 

Gatlin,  Alfred  M.,  of  North  Carolina,  attended  - 

Gautrais.  Don  Harpin  de  la.  Senate  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  heirs  of,  read  twice  and  re- 
ferred     

Gazlay,  James  W.,  of  Ohio,  attended 

remarks  of,  on  the  New  Vork  contested  elec- 
tion         


1756 


-  1429 
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2504 
2506 
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1954 
794 


793 
194 


1905 
794 


speech  of.  on  the  bill  for  the  surveys  of  roads 
and  canals     •         -         .         ^         .         . 
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''General  Jackson,"  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
Francis  G.  Vlacy  and  others,  with  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  the  owners  of  the  ship,  read 

twice     -         - 

ordered  to  the  third  reading         -         .         . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         - 

General  Land  Office,  Mr.   Rankin  submitted  a 

resolution  in  relation  to  additional  clerks 

for  the 

considered  and  laid  on  the  table 
a  communication  from  the  Commissioner  of 
the.  asking  an  additional  number  of  clerks, 
referred  ...... 

Senate  bill  to  authorize  the  employment  of 

assistants  in  the     ...         -         - 

read  and  referred       .         -         -         -         - 

reported  without  amendment      -         -         - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed   ... 

General  Post  Office.     (See  Post  Office  Depart - 

merit.) 
Georgia,  a  Message  enclosing  a  document  relat- 
ing to  the  compact  between  the  United 
States  and,  referred  to  a  select  committee   1961 
a  report  made  in  full  -         .         .         - 

referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
Mr.  Cobb  presented  a  memorial  respecting 
the  extinguishment  of  the  Creek  title  to 

lands  in,  referred 

a  bill  for  the  extinguishment  of  said  title 

reported  and  read  twice  -         -         -         . 

Mr.  Fortyth  presented  a  resolution  of  the 

State  ot.  in  relation  to  the  boundary  line 

between  said  State  and  Alabama,  referred  2212 

Georgia  Militia  Claims,  a  memorial  of  the  Legis 
lature  of  Georgia  in  relation  to,  referred  • 
adverse  report  made  .         -         .         -         • 
a  motion  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  payment 
of,  objected  to         -         -         -         - 
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Giffin,  David,  and  Samuel  Hoag,  a  bill  for  the 

relief  of,  reported  and  read  twice    -         -     9.«)8 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        .         -         .  2488 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -  2491 

Gist,  Joseph,  of  South  Carolina,  attended  -     791 

Gold,  Silver,  dtc,  Senate   bill  to  regulate  the 

transportation  of,  and  for  other  purposes   1765 
read  twice,  and  referred     -         .         -         .  1759 
reported  without  amendment     -         -         .  2334 
Goldsmith,  Morris,  a  bill   for  the  relief  of,  and 
■Anthony    Roderick,    reported    and    read 

l^'ice 1873 

ordered  to  the  third  reading         ...  2504 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         .  2506 

Golleher,  John,  the    Committee    of  Claims  in- 
structed to  inquire  respecting  compensa- 
tion for  certain  losses     -         -         .         .  1461 
Goods,   Wares,  <Scc.,  the   Committee  of  Ways 
and  .Means  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  allowing  all    imported,  to 
be  secured  in  warehouses  without  payment     832 
Goven,  Andrew  R.,  of  South  Carolina,  attended     797 
remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill     -         -         .  1678 
speech  of,  on  the  same       -         -         .         .  2318 
Gove,  George   R.  R.,  a  bill  for  the   relief  of,  re- 
ported and  read  twice    -         -         -         -     986 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  2489 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .         -         .  2491 
Government,  a   bill   making  partial   appropria- 
tions   for   the  support  of,  reported   and 

read  twice 1000 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  IQQI 
amendments  received  and  concurred  in      .   1043 
a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support 
of,  for  the  year  1824,  reported   and  read 

twice 1163 

debated     -     1762,  1763,  1760,  1770,  1777,  1790 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -  1791 

amendments  received         ....   1914 

dpliated 1945,  1954 

agreement   to  some,  and  disagreement  to 

others 1953 

Grace,  William,  the  committee  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  compensat- 
ing for  certain  losses       ....  146 1 
Gracie,    Archibald,  the   Speaker  presented  the 

memorial  of,  laid  on  the  table  -         -     829 

Gratiot,  Colonel  Charles,  Mr.  Stott  presented  the 

petition  of      -         ...         -         .     ggg 
referred     ---..-.     887 
Gray,   William    F.,   postmaster    at    Fredericks- 
burg,   the    Committee    on    Post    Offices 
and  Post  Roads  instructed  to  inquire  con- 
cerning additional  compensation  for        -   1371 
Greece,  Mr.  Webster  submitted  a  resolution  for 

sending  an  Agent  to      -         -         -         -     805 

laid  on  the  table 806 

considered  -      1084,1104,1127,1145,1165, 

1181,  1204 
Mr.    Williams   submitted  a  resolution  call- 
ing for  certain  information  in  relation  to 

the  Greeks 843 

modified  and  agreed  to       -         -         -         -     847 
a  message  and  documents  in  reply,  laid  on 

the  table 914 

Mr.  Breck  submitted  a  resolution  calling 
for  information  respecting  commerce  with 
Asia  Minor.  Egypt,  and  ...     849 
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Greece — continue  J. 

resolution  considered         .         -         .         - 

amended  and  agreed  to      - 

report  in  reply,  laid  on  the  table 

Mr.  Morgan  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
citizens  of  New  York  in  relation  to,  laid 
on  the  table 889 

a  resolution  from  South  Carolina  respect- 
ing the  independence  of,  laid  on  the 
table -         -     916 

Mr.  Webster  presented  a  memorial  from 
the  citizens  of  Boston  praying  aid  to, 
laid  on  the  table 931 

a  similar  one  from  Washington  City  -   1083 

Gregory,  Francis  H.,  Senate  bill  for  rewarding 

the  officers  and  crew  under  -  -  -  1203 
read  twice,  and  referred  -  -  -  -  1215 
reported  without  amendment  .  -  -  1322 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  2507 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -  2509 

Guichot,  Maturin,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  report- 
ed and  read  twice  .         -         -         -  2494 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  2505 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         -  2507 
Gurley,  Henry  H.,  of  Louisiana,  attended         -     842 
remarks  of,  on   a  bill  for  opening  certain 

roads  in  Florida     -         -         -         -      927,  928 

on  the  Tariff  bill 1545 

Gwynn,  Charles,  Senate  bill  for   the  relief  of, 

read  twice  and  referred   -         -         -         - 

reported  without  amendment      -         -         - 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         - 

H. 

Hall,  William,  a   bill  for  the   relief  of,  reported 
and  read  twice        .         .         .         -         - 
Hall,  Thomas  H.,  of  North  Carolina,   attended 
remarks  of,  on  the  Massachusetts  contested 
election  .         .         .         .         - 

Hamilton,   Alexander,   sundry  documents  from, 
in  relation   to  land   titles  in    Florida,  re- 
ferred   -.----- 
the  committee  discharged  -         -         .         - 
again  referred    .----- 

report  made 

Hamilton,  James,  of  South  Carolina,  attended  - 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mr?. 

Perry 

remarks  of,  on  the  same     -         .         -         - 
remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill     -         -  1484,  1499, 

1514,  1518,  1540,  1749 
speech  of,  on  the  same  -  -  -  -2177 
remarks  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Tod's  speech  on 

the  Tariff 2232 

remarks  of,  on  the  adjournment  -         -  2652 

Harper's   Ferry,    Mr.  Mercer  submitted   a  reso- 
lution refipecting  a  bridge  across  the  She- 
nandoah near. 'agreed  to  -         -         -   1873 
Harlin.  George,  a    bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice        .....   1502 
Mr.  Moore  (submitted  a  resolution  calling  for 
information  respecting  an  error  in  the  lo- 
cation of  land  reserved  to       -  -         -  2430 

agreed  t(X-- 2458 

a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War  in  reply  2494 
Harris,  Kichard.     (See  Farrow,  Airnrod.) 
Harris,  Robert,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended  -      793 

Harvey,  .Matthew,  of  New  Hamp^hlrc,  atl«nded 
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Hawkins,  Mary  H.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  re- 
ported and  read  twice     -         -         -         -   1788 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  2.':00 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .         -         -  2604 

Hayden,  Mosfs,  of  New  York,  attended   -         -   1793 
remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill     ...  1694 
Hayward,  William,  of  Marjiand,  attended         -     795 
Heard,  Stephen.     (See  DonneUon,  John.) 
Heaton,  Orange,  an   adverse  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of,  and  Josiah  Hubbard,  concurred  in     836 

Hemphill,  Joseph,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended    -  793 
remarks   of,  on  the  bill   for  making  a  road 

from  Memphis  to  Little  Kock           -         -  91ft 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  survey  of  roads 

and  canals     -.-...  990 
Henderson,    Major,   Mr.  Forsyth   presented  the 
petition    of,     praying    compensation     for 
losses  in  the  Seminole  war,  referred         -  829 
Henley,   Arthur  H.,  a  bill   for  the  relief  of,  re- 
ported and  read  twice     .         .         •         -  1099 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  2490 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         -  2493' 
Henry,  Robert  P.,  of  Kentucky,  attended  -         -  794 
remarks  of.  on  the  employment  of  troops 

on  the  Florida  roads       ....  930 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mrs. 

Perry 971 

remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill      ...  1522 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  improving  the  nav- 
igation of  the  Ohio  and  .Mississippi  rivers  2578 
remarks  on  the  same           ....  2587 
Herkimer,  John,  of  New  York,  attended  -         .  803 
Herrick,  Ebenezer,  of  Maine,  attended       -         -  793 
Uewes.  Thomas,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the 

relief  of 2345 

read  twice,  and  referred      ....  2396 

reported  without  amendment     ...  2430 

Hill,  Colonel  Rees,  the  Committee  of  Claims  in- 
structed respecting  compensation  to         -    1662 
Hinds,  Tho.Tias,  S.     (See  Symrnes,  John  Clevef.) 
Hines,  Henry,  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Pensions  instructed  to  place  the  name  of, 

on  the  roll 8;i5 

Hoag,  Samuel.     (Sre  (tijjin,  David.) 
Hobart,  Aaron,  of  Massachusetts,  attended          -     793 
Hobart,  Peter   H.,  Senate  bill    tor  the   relief  of 
Lewis  Judsou  and,  read   twice,  and  re- 
ferred     1501 

a  report  made    -         -         -         -         -         -1913 

the  bill  read  the  third  time,  and  laid  on  the 

table      -         - 2509 

Hogan,  John  H.,  a  bill  to  repeal  the  act  for  the 

relief  of,  reported  and  read  twice     -         -    1857 
considered  ....  1870,  1914 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        •         -         •1915 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -    1959 

Hog/pl)Oom,  James   L.,   of  New  York,  attended     7Li3 
remarks  ot,  on  the  Tariff  bill       •  16.)9,  1661 

on  the  appropriation  bill    ....    1781 

Holcombe,  George,  of  New  York,  attended        -     793 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  surveys  of  road-* 

and  canals     .-...-    1013 
speech  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill         -         -  -2381 

Holiday.  John,  Mr.  Sandford  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion calling    for  information    concerning 

the  claim  of f  87 

laid  on  the  table 1001 
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Holiday,  John — continued.  Page* 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported   and    read 

twice 1503 

ordered  to  the  third  reading         ...  2496 

rend  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -  2500 

Hook,  Josiah,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  -         -     986 

report  made       ......   1126 

the  bill  ordered  to  the  third  reading    -         •  2.505 

considered 2602 

passed 2603 

Hooks,  Charles,  of  North  Carolina,  attended      -     794 
Housaaye,  Louis  de  la.  Sir.  Brent  presented  the 

petition  of  the  heirs  of,  referred       -         -     803 
Houston,  Samuel,  of  Tennessee,  attended         -     794 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  for  sending  an 
spent  to  Greece      -         -         -         -         -   1 160 
Howland.  John  H.,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  2622 
read  twice,  and  referred      ....  2630 
reported  without  amendment      ...  2665 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed            -         -  2713 
Hubbard,  Josiah.     (See  Heaton,  Orange.) 
Huff,  Aaron,  Mr.  Wickliffe  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion respecting  the  heirs  of,  read  and  dis- 
agreed to 2289 

Huffman,  Benjamin,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  re- 
ported and  read  twice     -         -         -         -     876 
ordered  to  the  third  reading   *    -         -         -     917 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -     932 

Hull,  Oliver,  and  others,  cultivators  of  the  castor 
bean,  Mr.  Condict  pre^entrd  the  petition 

of,  referred 889 

Humphrey,  Charles,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  re- 

*    ported  and  read  twice     ....   1163 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  2496 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -  2500 

Hydrometer,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  adoption  of 

a  new,  to  prove  liquors,  reported  and  read 

twice     ...---.  1893 

I. 

Iberville   River,  the  Committee  on  MiliUry  Af- 
fairs instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency   of  removing    an    obstruction    in 
the,  placed  there  during  the  late  war       -   1788 
a  report  made    -.----  2490 
Illinois,  am  bill  to  alter  the  time  of  holding  the 

district  court  in,  reported    and  read  twice   1856 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -         -   1870 
the  Committee  on   Public  Lands  instructed 
to   inquire  into  the  expediency  of  better 
defining  the  boundaries  of  Edwardsville 
and  Saiigamo  in     -  -         -         -  -     9S6 

the  Committee  instructed  to  inquire  what 
provision  is  necessary  to  enable  claimants 
to  lands    in,  to  try  the  validity  of  their 

claims 1065 

Illinois  Grant.     (See  Indiana.) 
Importations  by  Natives  and  Aliens,  .Mr.  Trim- 
ble Mubiiiilted  a  resolution  calling  for  a  re- 
port at  the  next  session  in  relation  to       -  2682 
agreed  to-  -  -  -  -  -  -  2C98 

Imprisonment  for  Debt,  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  amending  the  laws  so  as  to 

abolish  -         - 805 

Senate  bill  to  aboli^RT        ....  2288 
read  twice,  and  referred     ...         -  2295 
reported  without  amendm«nt     ...  2317 
Indej,  the  Clerk  directed  to  prepare   an,  to  cer- 
tain volumes  of  printed  documents  -     837 


Index — continued.  Page. 

a  resolution  to  allow  compensation  for  pre- 
paring the  said 2551 

the  Clerk  directed  to  prepare  an,  to  the 
latest  edition  of  the  Laws         ...  2622 

Indiana,  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
a  further  extinguishment  of  Indian  title 
to  lands  in 802 

a  petition  of  the  Legislature  of,  respecting 
the  United  States  courts,  referred  -         -     804 

the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  instructed 

to  make  inquiries  respecting  unsold  lands     827 

the  same  committee  instructed  to  inquire  re- 
specting the  "  Illinois  Grant  "in     -         -  1586 

Mr.  Test  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Le- 
gislature of,  respecting  relief  to  purchasers 
of  lands,  referred 1618 

the  committee  discharged  ...         -il808 

Mr.  Prince  presented  a  resolution  of  the  Le-        _: 
gislatUre  of,  in  relation  to  the  taxation  of 
lands  in,  referred  -----  1619 

Mr.  Johnson  presented  a  resolution  adopted 
by,  approbatory  of  the  Message  of  the 
President  respecting  foreign  relations,  laid 

on  the  table 1619 

(See  Canals.) 

Indianapolis.     (See  Land  Offi,ee8.) 
Indian  Affairs,  the  Committee  on,  appointed      •     799 
Indian  Department,  a  report  from   the  Second 
Auditor  respecting  disbursements  in  the, 
referred 1619 

Indians,  so  much  of  the  President's  Message  as 
relates  to  the.  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs  -         ...         -     800 
the  committee  instructed  respecting  three 

agencies  west  of  the  Mississippi      -         -     828 
a  bill  to  establish  two  agencies,  reported  and 

read  twice 1099 

debated 1320 

recommitted      *         -         -         .         .  '*    -   1503 
reported  with  amendments         .         -         -  2171 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2213 
a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  War 
with  a  list  of  licenses  granted  to  traders 

with  the 829 

the  committee  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  o{  repealing  the  act  for  the 
civilization  of  the  frontier       .         -         .     940 
a  report  made,  read,  and  laid  on  the  table  -   1878 
the  committee  instructed  respecting  the  pur- 
chase of  lands  by  the   President  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  Indians         -         -   1164 
Mr.  Van  Buren  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Board  of  .Missions  respecting  the  civiliza- 
tion of  the,  referred         ....   1732 
a    communication    from  the    Secretary    of 
War   with   a   statement  of  expenditures 
for  the  civilization  of  the,  laid  on  the  table   1203 
the  committee  directed    to  make   inquiries 
respecting  the  execution  of  the  act  to  abol- 
ish trading-houses  with  the     -         -         -   1914 
a  report  made  and  laid  on  the  table  j-         -  2710 
Senate  bill  to  enable  the    President  to  hold 

treaties  with  the 266ri 

read  twice,  and  referred     .         .         -         -  267.5 
reported  without  amendment      -         -         -  2681 


?por 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  lime,  and  passed 


-  2701 

-  269G 
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Indians — continued.  Page. 

a  bill  making  appropriations  to  curry  into 

effect  certain   treaties  with   the,  reported 

and  read  twice        -         -         .         ,         .  2694 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        .         _         .  2695 

read^  the  third  time,  and  passed         -         -  2696 

ngham,  Samuel  D.,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended     793 

remarks  of,  on  the  Talriff  1611,  1695.  1698,  1743 

1747 
Ingraham,  Henry,  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs instructed  to  report  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of    1S94 

nvalid  Pensioners.     (Sec  Pensioners.) 
Iron,  memorials  praying  additional  duty  on,  pre- 
sented and  referred         ...  931,  i083 
Isacks,  Jacob  C,  of  Tennessee,  attended  -     794 

remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill     -         -         -  2135 

J. 

Jackson,  Archibald,  the  committee  to  put,  again 

on  the  pension  list  ....     §90 

Jackson  Courthouse.     (See  Pre-emption.     See 

also  St.  Helena.) 
Jackson,  Peter  L.,  Mr.   Cobb  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred 866 

James,  Mary,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported  and 

read  twice  -  "  -  -  .  .  -  932 
ordered  to  the  third  rcadin?  ...  2I8I 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -  2487 

Jenkins,  John,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice        .....     867 

recommitted      -         -         .         .         .         .     908 

a  report  made  recommending  the  indefinite 

postponement  of  the  bill,  laid  on  the  table  1100 

Jenkins,  Lemuel,  of  New  York,  attended  -     793 

Jenks,  Stephen,  and  Sons,  a  bill  for  the  relief 

of,  reported  and  read  twice     -         -         -  2586 

Jennings,  Jonathan,  of  Indiana,  attended  -         -     797 

the  testimony  of,  in  caseof  Ninian  Edwards  2804 

Jonathan,  Francis,  of  Kentucky,  attended         -     794 

Johnson,  James,  Senate   bill   for   the  relief  of, 

read  twice  and  referred  ...   1020 

reported  without  amendments  -  -  -  lfc6l 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  2508 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         .  2508 

Johnson,  John  T.,  of  Kentucky,  attended  -     794 

speech  of,  on  the  Massachusetts  contested 

election 1819 

Johnson,  Joseph,  of  Virginia,  attended     -         -     794 
Jones,  Nathaniel,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  report- 
ed and  read  twice  -         -         -         .         .   1503 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  2498 
read  the  third  time,  ai;d  passed  -         -  2500 

Journals  of  Congress,  Senate  joint   resolution 

for  the  purchase  of  certain  copies  of  the  2631 
read  twice,  and  referred  -  -  -  -  2632 
reported  with  amendments  ...  2660 
read  the  third  lime,  and  passed  -         -  2665 

Judges.     (See  District  Judges.) 
Judiciary,  the  Committee  on  the,  appointed        -     7  98 
Mr.  Owen  submitted  a  resolution  to  extend 

the  circuit  court  of  Alabama  -         .     805 

amended  so  as  to  include  all  the  States  where 

no  circuits  are  now  held,  and  agreed  to  -     810 
the  committee  instructed  to  in<iuire  into  the 
expediency  of  amending  the  30th  section 
of  the  act  to  amend  the  -         -         -     691 

Mr.  \\  ickliffe  submitted  a  re.solulion  respect- 
ing the  repeal  of  the  25ih  section  of  the 
act  to  establish  judicial  courts         -         -     915 


1529 


1619 
1701 
1702 
2617 


1663 


1765 


Judiciary— continued.  Page. 

resolution  agreed  to  ....     ^iq 

a  report  that  the  repeal  is  not  expedient, 
laid  on  the  table     •  -         .         .         .   |291 

a  bill  better  to  provide  for  taking  evidence 
in  the  United  States  Courts  reported  and 
read  twice if^02 

the  committee  in.<itructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  designating  jurors  to  »er\e 
in  United  States  Courts,  in  conformity 
to  the  mode  adopted  in  the  State  courts 

the  Speaker  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
lawytrs  in  Kentucky,  praying  a  reorgaiu- 
zation  of  the.  referred     .... 

a  bill  further  to  amend  the,  reported  - 

read  twice         --.... 

considered  ---... 

the  committee  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  increasing  the  per  diera 
allowance  to  jurors         .... 

the  committee  instructed  to  inquire  respect- 
ing accommodations  for  the  United  States 
courts  in  the  several  States     ... 
Judson,  Lewis.     (See  Hobart,  Peter  //.^ 
Jurors.     t^See  Judiciary.) 

K. 

Kelly,  Hanson.  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 

twice  and   referred  .... 

reported  without  amendment     ... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ... 

read  the  third  time,  and    passed  .       ,  . 

Kendall,  William,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  report- 
ed ai.d  read   twice  .... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        •  -         . 

read  the  third  tune,  and  passed 
Kennebunk.     (See  French  Spolictiuns.) 
Kennon,    Beverly,   Lieutenant,  .Mr.   Alexander 
submitted  a  resolution    calling    for    pro- 
ceedings of  a  court-martial  on         -         . 

agreed  to  ---... 

a  message  in   reply,  laid  on  the  table 
Kent,  Joseph,  oj  Maryland,  attended 
Kentucky,  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  in- 
structed to  inquire  respecting  a  judicial 
district  in       -         -         ...         . 

a  bill  to  divide  the  district  of.  into  two  judi- 
cial districts,  reported  and  read  twice 

Mr.  Letcher  presented  a  remonstrance  of, 
against  a  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court 
in  relation  to  the  Occupying  Claimant 
Laws     --..... 

considered  -         -         -         -  2514, 

Senate  bill  to  change  the  terms  of  the  dis- 
trict court  of,  read  twice  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment     ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  paused  ... 

Senate  bill  to  change  the  terms  of  the  courts 
in  Ohio  and,  read  twice  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment      ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

.Mr.  .Moore  presented  a  petition  from  the 
trustees  of  an  institution  for  the  deaf  ai.d 
dumb  in,  prayinu  aid.  referred         .         -  2152 

a  bill  for  the  benefit  of  said  institution,  re- 
ported and  read  twice     -         -         .         .  2542 

the  report  in  full 2542 

Kidder,  David,  of  Maine,  attended     -         -       "-     793 
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King,  Benjamin,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice        -         -         .         .         . 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        .         .         . 

read  the  third   time,  and  pa.«pd 

King,    William,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice        -         -         -         .         . 

Kingry,    Joseph,    the    Committee   on   Pensions 

instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 

of  placing,  on  the  pension  list 

Kremer,  George,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended     - 

ren:ark8  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mrs. 

Perry 

on  the  Appropriation  bill  -         1781,  1783, 
on  the  Address  of  Ninian  Edwards    . 
Kreymborg  &,   Hagedom,    quill  manufacturers, 
.Mr.  Breck  presented  the  petition  of,  re- 
ferred   -....,. 

L. 
Laducier,  Jean  Baptiste.  (See  Myotte,  Jacques.) 
Lafayette,  Mr.   Mitchell  submitted  a  joint  reso- 
lution in  relation  to  the  intended  visit  of, 
laid  on  the  tabie     -         -         .         . 

referred     -•--... 

reported  with  araerdmcnU         ... 

ordered  to  the  tlard  reading        ... 

read   the   third  time,  and  passed 

amendments  received  -         .         .         . 

concurred  in      -         -         ...         . 
Lake  Eric,  Mr.  Whittlesey  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion res|>ecting  the  survey  of  the  south 
shore  of,  laid  on  the  table 
Lambert,  William.      (See  Capitol.) 
Land  Claims,  .Mr.  Owen  submitted  a  resolution 
for  appointing  a  committee  on  French. 
British,  and  ;?<panish       -         -         .         . 

laid  on  the  table         ..... 

.Mr.  Owen  submitted  a  resolution  to  appoint 
u  commissioner  to  adjust         ... 

amended  •-.-... 

debated     --.-.-. 

laid  on  the  table         -         -         -         .         . 

•Mr.  Scott  submitted  a  resolution  calling  for 
records  of,  Ac 

agreed  to  

reply  ---.-._ 

Land  Otfices,  a  bill  supplementary  to  the    act 

for  the  correction  oi  errors  in  entries  at, 

reported  and  read  -         -         - 

considered         ---... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         .         - 

recommitted       ---... 

reported  with  amendments         ... 

considered  --.... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 

amendments  received  and  concurred  in 

Mr.  Kankin  submitted  a  resolution  calling 
for  a  list  of  defaulters  in  the  -         .         . 

agreed  to- 

t!ie  committee  instructed  respecting  the  es- 
tablishment of  one,  near  the  proposed 
canal  to  connect  Lake  Michigan  with  tiie 
Illinois  river 

the  committee  directed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  estaUishing  one,  at  Indian- 
apolis   -••-... 

.Mr.  Cocke  submitted  a  resolution  calling  for 
a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  register  of  the 
oOice  in  Louisiana  .... 

agreed  to- 
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931 


1754 
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938 
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Land  Office.^ — continued.  p^g, 

a  bill  to  establi.^h  additional,  in  Missouri, 
reported  and  read   twice  -         .         .' 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 

.Mr.  Kankin  submitted  a  resolution  calling 
for  information  at  the  next  session  in  re- 
lation to  the  number  of  - 

agreed  to- 

Lands,  Mr.  Owen  submitted  a  resolution  calling 
for  a  statement  of  the  amount,  &c.,  of  the 
two  per  cent,  and  three  per  cent,  funds 
out  ot  sales  of.  in  Western  and  Southern 
States    --...__ 

agreed  to-         -         -..__ 

three  statements  in  reply,  laid  on  the  table  -  231 S 

a  bdl  to  provide  for  the  sale  of.  conveyed  to 
the  United  States  in  certain  cases!  re- 
ported and  read  twice    .         -         .         _ 

laid  on  the  tabie         -         -         _         .         . 

recommitted      -         .         .         ... 

reported  without  amendment     -         -         . 

read  the  third  lime,  and  passed  ... 

.Mr.  Stewart  submitted  a  resolution  to  appro- 
priate the  proceeds  from  the  sale  of,  to  in- 
ternal improvement        -         -         .         . 

Mr.  Strong  submitted  a  similar  resolution, 
laid  on  the  table     .         .         .         . 

a  bill  authorizing  the  repayment  of,  errone- 
ously sold  by  the  United  States,  reported 
and  read  twice        •         -         -         .         . 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ... 

postponed  until  the  next  session 

the  committee  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  allowing  actuul  settlers  on, 
further  time  for  payment     ''   - 

Mr.  Sandford  submuted  a  resolution  respect 
ing  certain  benefits  to  actual  settlers,  ne- 
gatived ----... 

Mr.  Owen  submitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing the  privilege  of  settlers  to  gather  their 
^  crops,  agreed  to      

Mr.  Cook  submitted  a  resolution  in  relation 
to  laying   and  collecting  taxes  on.  read 
twice  and  laid  on  the  table     - 
(See  Real  Estate.— iiee  Pre-emption.) 
Langley,  Hezekiah,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of, 
and  Benjamin  M.  Belt   -         .         .         . 

read  twice,  and  referred     -         . 

a  report  made    ---... 

recommitted       --..._ 

reported  without  amendment      -         .         . 

read  the  third  time    -         .         -         -         . 

passed        -.-.... 
Lathrop.  Samuel,  of  .Massachusetts,  attended     - 
Law,  Thomas.     (See  Currency.) 
Lawrence,  Julia,  the  petition  of,  referred  - 

reported  with  a  bill  extending  pensions  to 
widows  and  orphans  .  -  .  . 
(See  Pensions.) 

Lawrence.  Samuel,  of  New  York,  attended 
Le   Courtois,  Anthony,  Mr.   Poinsett  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred^*^--      - 
Lee,  Henry,  a  report  on  the  petition  of,  recom- 
mitted   .-.-... 

Lee,  John,  of  .Vtaryhind.  attended 
Lcftwich,  Jabez,  of  Virginia,  attended 
Lenox,  James,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of.  Wra.  Mait- 
land.  G.   B.  Abeel,  Gulian  Ludlow,  and 
Hector  Scott,  reported  and  read  twice     - 
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Le  Siear,  Firman,  Senate   bili  for  the  relief  of 
the  heirs  of  - 

read  and  referred       -         .         .         .         . 

reported  without  amendment      .         .         . 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         -         . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  • 
Letcher,  Robert  P.,  of  Kentucky,  attended 

remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill      -         -         - 

speech  of,  on  the  occupying  claimant  laws 
of  Kentucky  -         -         -         - 

Levy,  Mo^es  Elias,  documents  relating  to  the 
claim  of,  referred    .         -         -         -         . 
Lewis,  Curtis,   Mr.   Moore  presented    the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      .         -         .         -         - 
Lewis,  Edward  W.,  a  report  from  the  Secretary 
of  War  on  the  petition  of,  read  and  laid 
on  the  table  ------ 

Lewis,  Edwin.     (See  Tait,  Charles.) 
Library,  Mr.  Taylor  introduced  a  joint  resolu- 
tion for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  com- 
mittee on  the,  read  twice,  and  ordered  to 
the  third  reading    -         -         -         -         . 

a  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate  for  ap- 
pointing said  committee         -         .         - 

agreed  to,  and  the  committee  appointed 

a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the,  re- 
ported and  read  twice      .         .         -         . 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        .         .         - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         - 

Lighthouses,  Beacons,  &c.,  the  Committee  on 

Commerce  instructed   to  inquire  respect- 

_         ing  a  beacon  light  near  Cape  Honlopen 

the  committee  instructed  to  inquire  re- 
specting a  lighthouse  near  Brandywine 
shoal      ----... 

Mr.  Gatlin  presented  a  petition  from  Eden- 
ton,  North  Carolina,  praying  that  the 
floating  light  near  Shell  Castle  be  re- 
moved to  Nine-foot  Shoal,   referred 

Mr.  Livingston  suhmilted  sundry  resolu- 
tions calling  for  information  in  relation  to 
lights  on  the  Bahama  Inlands  and  the 
coast  of  Florida      -         -         -         -         - 

agreed  to- 
.  Mr.  Ten   Eyck  presented  a  petition   from 
.New  York  praying  the  erection  of  a  light 
on  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  referred 

the  committee  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expedientry  of  a  light  on  the  south  shore 
of  Lake  Erie  -         .         .         . 

the  committee  instructed  to  inquire  respect- 
ing a  buoy  at  the  mouth  of  Scuppernong 
river,  and  a  floating  light  on  Pamplico 
Sound    -         

the  committee  instructed  to  inquire  respect 
ing  a  light  on  Shell  Island 

Mr.  Tomlinson  presented  the  petition  of 
certain  owners  of  vessels  praymg  buoys  on 
reef  of  rocks  in  Long  Island  Sound,  called 
the  "  Hen  and  Chickens"  referred  - 

the  committee  instructed  to  inquire  respect- 
ing a  light  on  Poole's  Island  - 

a  bill  to  authorize  the  building  certain, 
reported  and  read  twice  -  -         . 

considered  --..-. 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         -         . 

read   the  third   time,  and  passed 

amendments  received  -         -         -         . 

committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole    - 
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Lightner,  Henry,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice ]675 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  2500 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -         -  2504 
Lincoln,  Benjamin,  and  others.  Senate  bill    for 

the  relief  of,  read  twice  and  referred         -   1960 
reported  without  amendment      -         -         -  ^317 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  2509 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •         -  2510 

Lincoln.  Enoch,  of  Maine,  attended  -         -     793 

Litchfield,  Elisha.  of  New  V'ork,  attended         -     793 
Little,  Peter,  of  Maryland,  attended  •         -     793 

Livermore,  Arthur,  of  New  Vork,  attended        -     793 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Dan- 
iel D.  Tompkins    ....      822,  624 

on  the  bill   extending  pensions   to  widows 

and  orphans  ------     880 

on  the  Tariff  bill        -         .         .             1743,1867 
on  the  resolution  for  adjournment       -         -  2598 
Livingston,  Edward,  of  New  York,  attended     -     842 
remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  respecting  cer- 
tain lighthouses 8C9 

on  the  resolution  in  relation  to  the  visit  of 

Lafayette llOl 

speech    of,  on  the  bill    for  the   surveys  of 

roads  and  canals     -         -         .  -         .   1430 

remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill      1590,  1665,  1668, 

1669,  1671.  1672 
remarks  of,  on    reconsidering   the   vote  for 

adjournment 2670 

Locke,  John,  of  .Massachusetts,  attended  -  -     793 

Long,  John,  of  North  Carolina,  attended  -     794 

Long  Island  Sound.     (See  Lighthouses.) 
Longfellow,  Stephen,  o(  Maine,  attended  -         -     806 
Louderman,  Catharine,  a   bill    for   the   relief  of, 

reported  and  read  twice  -         -  .    1470 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -         -  .  2497 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  '^500 

Loughrey,  William,  a  bill  for   the   relief  of,  re- 
ported and  read  twite    -  -         -         .  2595 
Louisiana,  Mr.  Brent  submitted  two  resolutions 
calling    for   information   respecting   land 
claims  in        •         -         •         -         -         -     8C8 
amended  and  agreed  to      •         -         .         -     813 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Brent  sundry  resolutions 
respecting  land  claims  in,  referred  -     609 

a  report  made 9^5 

.Mr.  (jurley  submitted  a  resolution  concern- 
ing pre-emption  to  certain  actual  settlers 

in,  agreed  to yi2 

Mr.  Brent  presented  the  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of,  praying  an  alteration  of 
the  present  mode  of  surveying  lands,  and 
asking  pre-emption  to  certain  settlers, 
referred  ----..   1084 

the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  instructed 
respecting  the  law  limiting  the  time  for 
suits  for  recovery  of  lands  in,  under 
French,  British,  and  Spanish  titles  -    1203 

the  above  committee  instructed  to  inquire 
respecting  the  confirmation  of  land  claims 

"» 1461 

a  bill  conferring  certain  claims  to  lands  in 
the  western  district  of,  reported  and  read 
twice  ----...  1792 
-Mr.  Cocke  submitted  a  resolution  calling  for 
the  re[K)rt  of  the  Register  of  the  land  of- 
fice in  -  -  -  -  -  .  .  1399 
agreed  to            -         V        ...         -    1429 
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Louisiana — continued. 

the  report  received  and  referred 

a  bill  supplementary  to  provide  for  the  ex- 
tinction of  titles  to  lands  between  the 
Rio  Hondo  and  Sabine  rivers  in,  reported 
and  read  twice       -         .         .         -         . 

ordered  to  the  thi-d  reading 

read  the  second  time,  and  referred 

the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  increas- 
ing the  salary  of  the  United  States  At- 
torney lor  the  western  district  of    - 

Senate  bill  to  authorize  the  Register  of  the 
land  office  in  the  western  district  of,  to 
report  upon  certain  land  claims,  read  and 
referred  -         -         .         -         . 

reported  without  amendment     ... 

Senate  bill  to  enable  the  holders  of  French, 
British,  and  Spanish  titles  to  lands  in,  to 
try  the  validity  of  their  claims,  read  and 
referred  ---.-. 

reported  with  amendments         ... 

a  bill  to  regulate  the  practice  of  the  United 

States  Courts  in,  reported  and  read  twice  2629 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         -         -  2699 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .         -  2700 

Senate  bill  for  the  sale  of  a  warehouse  near 
English  Turn,  and  for  the  erection  of  a 
dwelling-house  at  Balizc  in    - 

read  twice,  and  referred     -         -         .         . 

reported  without  amendment     ... 
Loaisville.      (See  Canals.) 

Lucas's  Universal  Atlas,  a  letter  from  William 
H.  Jones  accompanied  with  a  specimen 
of,  read  and  laid  on  the  table 

referred     ---.... 
Ludlow.  Cfulian.      (See  Lenox,  James.) 
Ludlow's  and  Roberu' Jiine.     ^^See  Ohio.) 

M. 

Machias,  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  a  district  court  in  the  town  of  - 
Macy,  Francis  G.  (See  General  Jackson.) 
Mail,  Mr.  Livermore  submitted  a  resolution  for 
the  transportation  of  the,  in  day  time, 
only,  unless  by  water,  agreed  to     • 

the  committee  directed  to  inquire  into  the 
exped.ency  of  repealing  the  act  respect- 
ing the  transportation  of  letters,  6cc.,  in 
conveyances  not  employed  for  the  - 

Mr.  Herrick  sub.mitted  a  resolution  calling 
for  information  respecting  the  extension 
of  post  routes,  amount  of  postage,  &c.    - 

adopted    ------- 

a  statement  in  reply,  laid  on  the  table 

part  of  the  above  resolution  rescinded 

the  committee  instructed  to  provide  further 
measures  for  punishing  the  robbery  of  the 

the  committee  instructed  to  inquire  concern- 
ing a  shorter  and   better  route  than  that 
from  Staunton  to  Washingtoa 
(See  I'ust  OJice.) 
Maison  Rouge,   Marquis  de,  all  the  documents 
in  reterencc  to  the  claim  of  the,  referred 

a  bill  for  the  bent-fit  of  the  heirs  of,  reported, 
and  read  twice       -         -         -         -         - 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         -         - 

re.id  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Maiiland,  William.     (See  Lenox,  James.) 
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Mallary,  Rollin  C,  of  Vermont,  attended  -     798 

remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  calling  for  in- 
formation respecting  Spain  and  the  South 
American  Colonies         -         -  -  -     §79 

speech  of,  on   the  bill  for  surveys  of  roads 
and  canals     ......   i05g 

remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill     -         -1488,1693 
speech  of,  on  the  same      -         .         -         -   1712 
remarks  of,  on  adjournment       ...  2599 
Maloy,  Bartholomew,  the    Committee  on  Pen- 
sions directed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  placing,  on  the  pension  list         -     832 
Mangum,  Willie  P.,  of  North  Carolina,  attended     794 
remarks  of,  on  adjournment       -         -  26.54,  2659 
Manning,  Jeremiah,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  re- 
ported, and  read  twice   ....     836 

ortJered  to  the  third  reading        ...     850 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  >         .     875 

Manufactures,  the  Committee  on,  appointed      .     798 
Manumission  Society,  of  Tennesaee,  Mr.  Blair 

presented  the  memorial  of  the,  referred  -     931 
the  committee  discharged,  and  the  memo- 
rial laid  on  the  table      -         -         -         -  1064 
Maps,  Charts,  &c,  an  order  to  furnish  the  Com- 
mittee   on    the     Chesapeake    and    Ohio 
Canal  with 939 

Mareschall,.  Joseph,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  report- 
ed, and  read  twice         -         .         .         .   1203 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  2496 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  >         •  2500 

Marine  Corps,  Mr.  Whittlesey  submitted  a  res. 
olution  calling  for  information  respecting 
the  number  of  non-commissioned  officers 
and  privates  in  the  -  .  .  .  2288 
a  report  in  reply,  laid  on  the  table  -  -  2.T14 
Mr.  Whittlesey  submitted  a  resolution  re- 
specting the  amount  paid  to  the  Lieuten- 
ant Colonel  of  the  ....  2288 

read  and  agreed  to 2294 

a  report  in  reply,  laid  on  the  table      -         -  2344 
Markley,  Philip  S.,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended  -     797 
Marshals,  Clerks,  and  Attorneys,  a  bill  to  amend 
the  act  to  lessen  the  compensation  of,  in 
certain  cases,  reported,  ahd  read  twice    -     867 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...     894 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •         •     895 

amendments  read  and  referred  -         .         -   1665 
reported,  and  agreed  to     -         -         -         .  1C80 
(See  Public  Money.) 

Marlmdale,  Henry  C,  of  New  York,  attended  793 
remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill     1625,  1657,  1741 

1746 
speech  of,  on  the  same      ....  1629 

Marvin,  Dudley,  of  New  York,  atteaded  -  -  793 
remarks  of,  on  the  Tarifl'  bill      1527,   1555,   1694 

Maryland,  an   adverse  report  made  on  the  peti- 
tion of  the  levy  court  of  Calvert  county,  in     827 
recommitted      -         -         -         -         -  .      -     844 

another  adverse  report  made      ...     847 
concurred  in      -         -         -         -         -         -     913 

.Mr.  .Mitchell  presented  the  petition  of  sun- 
dry inhabitants  of,  praying  the  erection  of 
certain  bridges,  referred  ...   1953 

Mr.  Plumer  pres;'nted  a  memorial  of  the 
members  of  the  bar  in,  praying  an  alter- 
ation in  the  times  of  holding  the  court  for 
the  fourth  circuit,  referred       ...  2586 
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Maryland — continued.  Page, 

a  bill  for  altering  the  times  for  holding  said 

court,  reported,  and  read  twice        -         -  2595 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  2602 
reati  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         .  2669 
^lass&chusetts,  certain  documents  rel,itin?  to  the 
claim  of^  for  militia  services,  laid  on  the 

table 1623 

referred     -      ' 2334 

report  in  full 2511 

a  bill   to  authorize   the  settlement  of  said 
claims  reported       -         -         -         -         -  2511 
Matlack,  James,  of  New  Jersey,  attended  -     793 

Matson,  Aaron,  of  New  Hampshire,  atlcntled     -     793 
Mayhew,  Thaddeus,  a  bill  from   the  Senate   for 

the  relief  of 2345 

read  twice,  and  referred  -  -  .  -  2396 
reported  without  amendment  ...  2464 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  2509 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2510 

McAllister,  John,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the 
benefit  of  the  heirs  of,  and  John  Forbes 
read  twice,  and  referred  ...   1905 

an  adverse  riport  made       -         -         -         -   1913 
McArthur,  Duncan,  of  Ohio,  attended       -         -     794 
remarks  of,  on  the  Appropriation  bill  -   1780 

McCoy,  William,  of  Virginia,  attended     -         -     794 
McCuUogh,  Hugh,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  report- 
ed, and  read  twice  ...         -   1567 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  2500 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2503 

McDuffie,  George,  of  South  Carolina,  attended     794 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mrs. 

Perry 975 

speech  of,  on  a  proposed  amendment  to  the 

Constitution 1067 

on  the  bill  for  surveys  of  roads  and  canals      1371 
remarks  of,  on  the  tariff  bill      -  1482,  1495, 

1552,  1556,  1677  j 
speech  of,  on  the  same        ...         -  2400  j 
McKean,  Samuel,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended     -     793  | 
McKee,  John,  of  .Alabama,  attended          .         -     794  | 
McKim,  Isaac,  of  Maryland,  attended        -         -     793 
McLane,  Louis,  of  Delaware,  attendeJ      -         -     793 
remarks  of,  on  t^he  bill  for  the  relief  of  Dan- 
iel D.  Tompkins 819 

on  the  bill  to  purchase  certain  stock  -         -   1048 
vpecch  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  surveys  of  roads 

and  canals  -.----  1217 
remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill  1.589,  1697,  1748, 
on  the  Senate  amendments  to  the  appropri- 
ation bJl  -  -  -  1916,  1947,  1951 
on  the  ad.lress  of  Ninian  Edwards  -  -  2174 
on  the  bill  to  provide  stock  for  the  Florida 
treaty  awards          -         -         -  2552,  2554 

McLean,  William,  of  Ohio,  attended         -         -  794 
McNair,  Alexander,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of, 

read  twice,  and  referred           ...  2607 

reported  with  amendment  *         "         *,        •  2665 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2696 
Measurer,  a  bill  to  abolish  the  olKce  of,  reported 

and  read  twice         -         -         -         -         -  1163 
Mebane,  John  B.,a  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  ex- 
ecutors of,  reported  and  read  twice         -  95% 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         -         .  2026 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed           •         .  21U0 
a  bill  authorizing  the  executors  of,  to  collect 

certain  arrears,  reported  and  read  twice  -  2507 

read  the  third   time,  and  passed          -         .  2oU8 
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Members,  Mr.  Randolph  submitted  a  resolution 
to  lessen  the  per   diem  allowance  of  the, 
laid  on  the  table     -         .         -         .         - 
refusal  to  consider  said  resolution 
Memphis.     (See  Road. 
Mercer,  Charles  F.,  of  V'ir;;inia,  attended 

remarks   of.  on    the   bill   for  the  surveys  of 
roads  and  canals     ..... 
on  the  Tariff  bill         -         -         -         -1557,1.563 
on  the  Appropriation  bill  -         -         -  1784 

OH  the   adjournment  -         -         -  2.'97, 2654 

on  a  report   in   relation  to  a  sale  of  lota   in 
the  City  of  V.'ashington  -         -  2613,  2614 

Merchandise,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  with  a  statement  oi  duties  on 
imported  and  drawback  on  exported,  laid 

on  the  table 

Messengers,  an  order  to  pay  an  aJJitional  sum 

to  each  of  the         ..... 

the  Doorkeeper  authorized  to  employ  one  of 

the,  during  the  recess     .... 

Metcalfe,  'i'homas,  of  Kentucky,  attended 

speech  of,  on    the   bill   respecting  the  Su- 
preme Court  .         -         .         .         - 

Mexican  Provinces,  Mr.  Scott  submitted  a  reso- 
lution calling  for  information   rejpeoting 
trade  with  the         ..... 
agreed  to. 

a    message  transmitting  a  communication 
in  reply,  laid  on  the  table       -  -  . 

"  Miami  Purcha.-e."  Mr.  Gazlay  submitted  a  res- 
olution calling  for  information  respecting 

the 

agreed  to  -         -         -         -         - 
report  laid  on  the  table       .... 
Miami  Hirer.     (See  Canal.) 
Michael,  John,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of, 
reported  and  read   twice  ... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

.Michigan,  .Mr.  Richardson  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion to  establish  a  district  court,  laid  on 
the  ta!)le  -         .         .         .  . 

Michilimackinac,  the  Committee  discharged  from 
the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of 

.Midshipmen,  the  Committee  un  Naval  Affairs 
instructed  to  inquire  concerning  provision 
fur  the  instruction  of      - 

Milhollend,  John,  the  Committee  of  Claims  in- 
structed to  inquire  concerning  compen- 
sation to,  for  certain  losses     ... 

.Military    Academy,   the    Committee    on    Naval 
.\tTairfl  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  associating   a    naval    school 
with  the         ...... 

Mr.  Livingston  submitted  a  resolution  for 
the  increase  of  the,  laid  on  the  table 

Military  .Affairs,  the  Committee  on,  appointed  - 
so  much  of  the  President's  .Message  as  re- 
lates  to,  referred  to  the  above  committee 

.Military  Establishment,  a  letter  from  the  Secre- 
taiy  of  War  with  a  statement  of  the  con- 
tingent expenses  for  the,  laid  on  the 
table      ....... 

Military  I^and  W.irraiits,  a  bill  te  allow  filrther 
time  to  locate,  re(>ortod  and  read  twice  - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Military  Roads.     (Sec  Rmdi  ) 
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Military  Service,   a   bill  making  appropriations 

Jor  the,  reported  and  read  twice     - 
considered  ....  2682 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         -         - 
rrnd  the  third  time,  and  pass-ed 
amendments  received         .... 
concurred  in      •  -         -         -         .         . 

a  bill  making  further  appropriation  for  the, 
reported  and  read   twice  ...   1203 

Jfhatcd 1591,  1616 

orilered  to  the  third  reading  -  -  -  1618 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .         .  1620 

a  statement  of  appropriations  and  expendi. 

turcs  for  the,  relerred      ....   1322 
a  bill  further  to  arnend  the  act  for  compen- 
sation for  }»roperty  lost  whilst  in  the,  re- 
ported anil  read  twice     -         -         .         .  21S2 
Militia,  8  bill  concerning  the  distribution  of  arms 

to  the,  reported  and  read  twice         .         -   1763 
the  Co.'amiilee  on  .Military  .\ffairs  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  lalo  the  expediency   of  re- 
ducing the  term  of  service  of  the,  -         .   J  470 
Miller.  Danitl  H.,  of  Pc-insylvania,  attended     -     911 
Miller,  James.      [Hee  Arkuneas.) 
Miius,  Jo*eph,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  o(, 

reported  and  rea<l  twice  ...     959 

.ordered  to  the  tJiird  reading        ...  2488 
read  the  third  ti;ne,  and  passed  ...   2481- 
amendme.'tts  received         ....  2622 
concurred  in      .....         .  2629 

Minifie,  Charles,  an  adverse  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of,  concurred  in        -         -         .         -     9.')7 

Mint,  a  cornmunicalion  froiu  the  Director  of  the, 
giving  assays  of  certain  foreign  coin,  read 
and  refirred  --....   1084 
a  report  from  ttie  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
with  stateintnts  showing  the  expenses  of 
the  laid  on  the  table       ....  2682 

Mlssl^sippi,  a  bill  changing  the  mode  of  survey, 
ing  lands  on  any  river,  bayou,  or  water- 
course m,  and    Arkansas,   reported    and 

read  twice 1807 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  2479 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  -  2180 
amendments  received  and  concurred  in       -  2712 

Mississippi  Land  Co.7ipaiiy,  Mr.  Tyson  present- 
ed the  memorial  01  James  L.   Belt,   and 
others,  of  the,  relerred    -         -         -         -     814 

Mls^lsslppl  and  Sabine  river»,  the  Committee  oa 
Commerce  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  providing   lor  the  survey  of 
the  coast  along  the         ....   1127 

~(See  Ohio  and  Musis.tippi  rivers.) 
Missouri,  a  biil  to  enable  claimants  to  Ian  Is  in, 
and  .Arkansas,  to  try  the  validity  of  their 
claims,  reported  and  read  twice      -         -   1064 
ordered  to  the  lliird  reading        ...  2607 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .  .2617 

amendments  received         ....  2759 

concurred  in     -         -         -         -         -         -  2760 

Senate  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  to  per- 
lect  locations  and  sales  of  lands  in,  read 
twice  and  referred  ....   1665 

adverse  report  made 2026 

Senate  bill  lor  the  adjustment  of  land  claims 
in,  and  .Arkansas,  der.ved  {ro'.n  French 
and  SpTTnish  titles  ...         -  1233 

TC-id  twice,  and  referred    -         -         -         -  1263 


.Missouri — continued.  Page, 
bill  T^Tled  with  amendments           •         •   1857 

laid  6n  the  table 2712 

Senate  biil  to  alter  the  times  of  holding  the 

district  court  in 2345 

read  twicf,  and  referred     -         -         -         .  2396 

reported  without  amendment      ...  2457 

read  the  third  time,  and  passetl  ...  2465 
Senate  l-iTl  supplementary  for  settling  land 

claims  in        -----         -  2396 

read  twice,  and  referred     ....  2431 

reported  without  amendment     ...  2505 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         .         .  2765 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2766 
Senate  bill  to  extinguish  Indian  claims  to 

lands  in -  2696 

read  twice,  and  referred     .         -         -         .  2697 

reported  with  amendments         ...  2710 
Senate  bill  to  complete  the  survey  of  the 

southern  and  western  boundary  of  -         .  2699 

read  twice,  and  referred      ....  2700 

reported  without  amendments    -         -         .  2710 

passed 2765 

Mitchell,  Andrew,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief.of  the 

heirs  of,  read  and  referred       -     .^i    -         -  1758 

reported  without  amendment      -     '    7         .  1769 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         .         -  2508 

read  the  third  time,  and  laid  on  the  table  -  2509 

Mitchell,  George  E.,  of  Maryland,  attended        -  793 

Mitchell,  James  S.,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended  -  793 

Mitchell,  James,  the  petition  of,  referred   -         -  807 

report  made,  with  a  bill  concerning  errors 

in  l.ind  offices         .         .         -         -         .  829 
(See  Land  Offices.) 

Mitchell,  John,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice        -----  2396 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  2505 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2506 

amendments  read  and  referred  -         -         -  2712 

reported  and  concurred  in            ...  2758 

Mobile,  a  bill  to  alter  the  times  of  holding  the  Dis- 
trict Court  at,  reported  and  read  twice    -  811 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  gl5 
amendments  received          ....  1233 
read  and  referred        -         -         -         .         .  1263 
and  reported  with  an  agreement          -         -  1627 
the  Committee  on  Commerce  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  appointing 
a  naval  officer  and  surveyor  for  the  port  of  2288 
the  Committee  on  Mihtary  Affairs  instruct- 
ed to  make  inquiries  respecting  the  work 
on  Dauphin  Island,  for  the  defence  of  the 
harbor  of,  and  into  the  propriety  of  con- 
tinuing the,  on  Mobile  Point  -         -         -  812 
a  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  Alabama 
on  the  subject  of  said    fortifications,  re- 
ferred   -------  825 

Mr.   Owen    presented   the  petition   of  the 
.Mayor    and    Aldermen    of,    praying    the 

grant  of  certain  lots        .         -         -         -  825 
a  iiiil  granting  certain  lots  to,  reported  and 

read  twice      -.-.--  958 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  2602 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         -  2606 
Senate  bill  explanatory  of  an  act  confirming 

claims  to  lots  in,  read  twice  and  referred  2491 
reported  without  amendments,  and  p.-wtpon- 

cd  iiidciinitfly 2710 
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Moffat,  Xathaniel,  leave  given,  to  withdraw  hi« 

papers 1429 

Moffitt,  John  S.,  a  Mil  for  the  relief  of.  reported 

and  read  twice        -         -         -         .         .   1585 
ordered  to  the  third  reading         -         -         .  2500 
read  the  third  tiiiip,  and  pulsed    ...  2504 
amendment!:  received         -         -         .         .  2631 
read  and  relerred        -         -         .         .         .  26"32 
reported  and  agreed  to        -         -         .         .  2C65 
Monongehaia  Kirer,  the  Committee  on  the  Cum- 
berland  lload    instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  a  hrid  ^e  over  the  -     832 

Monroe,  an  adverse  re[)ort  on  the  petition  of  sun- 
dry inhabitants  of.  laid  on  the  table         -     958 
Montgomery,  J.  M.  C.  r.  bill  for  the  relief  of, 

reported  and  read  twice  ....   1833 
ordered  to  the  third  readina;       ...  2500 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2504 
Monument  to  Washington,  Mr.  Buchanan  sub- 
mitted a  resolution  to  erect  a,  in  the  City 
of  Washington,  laid  on  the  table     .         .   1048 
Moore,  Alfred,  Senate  bill  for  the  benefit  of,  and 
Sterling     Orgain,    assignees    for    Morris 

Lindsey 176G 

read  twice,  and  referred  ....  1759 
referred  to  another  coinmiilee  ...  2212 
reported  without  amenduienu  -  -  -  23.58 
orJered  to  the  ih.rd  reading  ...  2509 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  .  .2510 
Moore,  Gabriel,  of  Alabama,  attended  -  -  794 
remarks  of,  on  the  Taritf  bill  .  -  .  15S0 
Moore,  Thomas  P.,  of  Kentucky,  attended  .     794 

Moreau,  Celestin,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of    -    1203 
read  twic«',  and  referred     .         .         .         -1215 
reported  without  amendmL-nt      ...   1460 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  2507 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2508 
Morgan,  Jane.     (Sec  Venah/e,  ii/rah.) 
Morgan,  John  J.,  of  New  York,  attended  -         .     812 
Morris,  Richard  G..  an  adverse  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of,  read  and  agreed  to    -         -         .  2480 
Myotte,  Jacque.s  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  Francois 
Charpentrie,  Jean  Baptiste  Laducier,  and 
reported   and  read  twice         ...    17^9 
ordered  to  the  third  reading         ...  2500 
postponed  indefinitely         -         -         .         .  2507 

N. 

Napier,  a  bill  from  the  Senate,  for  the  relief  of, 

Rapleye,  Petray,  and  Viel       -         .         .   1857 
read  twice  ...__.   1870 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  2508 
read  the  third  time,  and  pwsed  ...  25 J8 
National  Armory.     (See  Armory.) 
Naturalization,  the  Committee  oii  the  Judiciary 
instructed  to  inquire  respecting  the  alter- 
ation of  the  laws  respecting   -         -         -     812 
Mr.  Cassedy  prespnted  the  petition  of  sun- 
dry aliens  of  New  Jersey,  praying  the  re-     ■ 
vision  of  the  laws  of       -         .         -         .   1083 
Mr.  Morgan   presented   a  petitioa  of  aliens 

in  New  York,  respecting  ...  1428 
Mr.  I.iviiigston  presented  the  petition  of 
aliens  in  Louisiana,  praying  a  revision  of 
the  laws  respecting,  referred  ...  1628 
Mr.  Cuthbert.  presented  the  petition  of  sun- 
dry inhabitants  of  Georgia,  praying  re- 
vision of  the  laws  of,  referred  -         -  1619 


Naturalization — ctfntinurd.  Page- 

the  commiltee  discharged  from  »<aid  petition   1627 
bill  from   the  Senate  respcciin;j  an  uniform 

rule  of  -  -  -  .  .  .  .  2696 
read  twice,  and  referred  ....  2697 
reported  without  a.nendment      -         .         -  2709 

parsed ^  2704 

Naval  Affairs,  the  Committee  on,  appointed      -     799 
Naval  Establishment,  so  much  of  the  President's 
Message  as  rebles  to  organization  of  the, 
and  suppression  of  piracy,  relerred         .     800 
a  bill  to  organize  and   fix  the,  reported  and 

read  twice i960 

Naval  Peace  Establishment,  Mr.  Fuller  submit- 
ted a  resolution  requesting  the  President 
to   communicate  a  plan  (or  the.  laid  on 

the  table 827 

agreed  to 830 

•  Message  in  reply,  transmitting  a  plan  for  the   1292 
referred 1296 

Navarre,  Due  de,  the  Speaker  presented  ■  memo- 
rial of,  representing  himself  as  heir  to  the 
French  throne,  laid  oa  the  table     -         .  2629 
Navy,  Mr.  .Mercer,  presented  a  resolution  calling 

for  a  list  ol  the  olhcers  oi  the  .         .     831 

agreed  to 832 

a  letter  Irom  the  Secretary  of  the,  in  reply   1145 
the   committee  on   Naval  Affairs  instructed 
to  inquire   concerning  a   change   in    the 
mode  of  compensating  officers  of  the       -   1104 
a  bill  making  appropriaiiuns  for  the,  reported 

and  read  twice 1203 

debated 1875,  1879 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        .  -  -    1880 

the  third  reading  suspended    on  account  of 
an  error   in   the  engrossment  .         .    1894 

pjs-«ed 1904 

amendments  received  •         .         .         .  2020 

referred 2099 

reported 2152 

debated 2153 

a  partial  agreement   •         .  -         .  .  2153 

a  conference  requested    and  the  commiltee 

appointed  ---...  2213 
their  report  laid  on  the  table  ...  2491 
concurred  in      -         ....  .  2498 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary  with  a  statement 

of  contract*  for  the,  laid  on  the  table       -    1487 
a  letter  from  the  same  with  a  statement  of 
expenditures  and  appropriations  lor  the, 
laid  on  the  table     .....    1567 

Mr.  Whittlesey  submitted  a  resolution  call- 
ing for  a  statement  of  the  money  spent  for 
timber  for  the         .....   1529 

agreed  to 1551 

a  message  with  a   report   in  reply,  laid   on 

the  table i6V5 

the  committee  instructed  to  inquire  respect- 
ing the  expenditure  of  two  hundred  and 
twenty  thousand  dollars  ai)j)ropriated  laat 
session  for  the         -         .         .  .  .   |878 

the  committee  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  p.'oviding  that  persons 
engaged  in  the,  be  exempted  from  militia 
duty,  except  in  certain  cases  -  -  .  1662 
Navy  Agents.  (See  Prize  Monet/.) 
Navy  Department,  the  Committee  on  expendi- 
tures io  the,  appointed    ....     799 
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Navy  Department — continued.  Page, 

the  annual  report  of  the  names  and  salaries 

of  (lerks  in  the,  laid  on  the  table     -  -   1001 

the  committee  instructed  to  report  specially 

touching  contingent  expenses  in  the        -  '1144 
Navy  Hospitals,  Mr.  Tomlinson  submitted  a  re- 
solution Calling  for   information   respect- 
iiig  the  sums  receiNcd  and  expended  for  -   1065 

agreed  to  .  - HOO 

a  report  in  reply,  read  and  referred  -  .  1774 
the  export  in  lull  .....  1774 
the  committee  instructed  respecting  the  re- 
peal of  the  act  concerning 
Senate  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  establish- 

ing,  read  twice,  and  referred  - 
reported  without  amendment      ... 
Navy  F*ensions.     (See  Pensions.) 
Na%y  Yard,  Mr.   Hamilton  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion   respecting   a,  either  at   Beaufort  or 
Charleston,  laid  on  the  table 

Neale,  Raphael,  of  Maryland,  attended 

remarks  of.  on  the  bill  for  the  surveys  of 
roads  and  canals    .         -  -  .         . 

Nelson,  Jeremiah,  of  Massachusetts,  attended  . 

New  Bedford,  .Mr.  Baylie^;  presented  a  memorial 
of  the  citizens  of.  respecting  the   sperma- 
ceti whale  fisheries,  referred  .         -         - 
the  memorial  ordered  to  be  printed 

New  Caotle,  Mr.  McLane  presented  a  memorial 
of  the  inhabitants  ol,  pra>ing  better  secu- 
rity o(  their  harbor         .... 
othi-r  memorials   respecting  the  harbor  of, 

rekrred  -         -  .         .         .  1788,2430 

New  }Iam(>shire,  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
faiis  instructed  to  inquire  respecting  the 
setiieiuent  of  the  claims  of,  for  miiitia 
services  ......     833 

New  Orleans,  the  Comoiillee  directed  to  report 
concerning  a  more  direct  route  between, 
•nd    the    City  of  Washington  -  -    1215 

the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  instructed 
to  inquire  respecting  the  expediency  of 
vesting  in.  all  right  to  streets,  squares, 
dec,  therein  --..--   1765 

Newport,  Senate  lill  for  the  relief  of  the  Mer- 

chanin'  Bank  of,  read  twice  and  referred    1292 
an  adver»e  report  made       ....   1429 
Newspapers,   the    Clerk   directed    to  supply  the 
meml'ers  with  ..... 

Uic  Committee  on  Post  OfBces,  &e.,  in- 
structed to  inquire  respecting  the  traos- 
{>ortatton  of,  <8cc.     ..... 

Newton,  Thomas,  of  Virginia,  attended     . 

remarks  of,  on  .Mr.  Breck's  resolution  call- 
ing for  inlormation  respecting  commerce 
with  Greece  -.-... 
New   York,   the    Commiltee  on    the    Judiciary 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of   amending   ttie   act  fjr   the  urganiza 
lion  of  the  courts  in        -         -         - 
Ninimo,  William  P.,  a  bill   for  the  relief  of,  re- 
ported and   read     -  .  -  .  . 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       .         -         - 
read  the  third  lime,  and  laid  on  (he  table  - 
debated  and   passed  .         -          -         .          .  2499 
Norris,  James,  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  &.C., 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  a  certain  allowance  to  the  widow  of  -  2237 
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North  Carolina,  the  Speaker  presented  the  me- 
morial of  the   Lepislature  of,  in   relation 
to  certain  land  claims     ....    1732 
referred 1733 

O. 

O'Brien,  Jeremiah,  of  Maine,  attended      -         .     793 
Officers  of  Congress,   Senate  bill  to  revive  the 

act  to  fix  the  compensation  of  the  .   1429 

read  twice,  and  referred     -         .         -         .   1462 
reported  without  amendment     -         .         -   1470 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .         .         -   1470 
Officers  of  Customs,  the   Committee   on   Com- 
merce instructed   to  inquire    into  the  ex- 
pediency of  amending  the  act  respecting 
the  compensation  of,  <Scc.        ...  1529 
Ogdcn,  Thomas  S.,  and  others,  a  bill  for  the  re- 

lief  of,  reporticd  and  read  twice       .         .   1788 
ordered  to  the'ihird  reading        ...  2500 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         -  2^0i 
Ohio,  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  instruct- 
ed to   inquire  into  the  expediency  of  al- 
tering  the  times   of  holding    the  circuit 
and  district  courts  in      -         .         -         -     816 
Senate  bill  to  change  the  terms  of  the  courts 

in  Kentucky  and,  read  twice  and  referred  2172 
reported  without  amendment  ...  2317 
read  the  third  tiny,  and  passed  .         .  2334 

Mr  Wright  submitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing the  provision  necessary  to  secure  the 
three  per  cent,  from  the  sale  of  lauds  io, 

to  said  State 910 

agrecil  to,  and  referred       .         .         .         -916 
Mr.     Wright  presented  a   resolution  of  the 
I^egislature  respecting  the  three  per  cent, 
fund  reserved   Irom  the  sale  of  lands,  re- 
ferred             .1429 

the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  dividing, 
into  two  districts  ....         -   1178 
Mr.  Sloane  presented  the   memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of.  upon  the  subject  of  lands 
set  apart  for  schools  in  that  State,  referred   1763 
a  bill  to  sell  and  convey  certain   lands,  re- 
ported and  read  twice    ....  2622 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  2709 
|K)stponed  until  next  session       ...  2765 
a  committee  appointed  to  inquire   into  the 
expediency    of    granting    relief  to    pur- 
chasers of  lands   located   under  Virginia 
military  warrants  between  Ludlow's  and 

Roberts'  line  in 2172 

a  bill  reported  and  read  twice    ...  2541 
.Mr.  Barbour  presented  a  petition  of  the  in- 
habitants  of,  respecting  lands  located  be- 
tween those  lines,  laid  on  the  table         .  2551 
the  bill  considered     .         .         .         .         -  2.^7f 
ordL»red  to  the  third  reading        ...  2^"^ 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2^*> 

Ohio  and  Mississippi  Rivers,  a  Message  from  the 
President  with  a  report  of  the  survey  o' 
the,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ro?* 

and   Canals '   '"^2'' 

referred  to  a  select  committee    .         -       '    •'♦ol 
a  detailed    report    made,  accompanie   "J  * 
hill  to  assist  Ohi)  and  Kentuckr"  °P^" 
a  canal  around  the  falls  of  the '^'°  river, 
read  twice     ...  -         ■  191*' 
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Ohio  and  Miaeissippi  Rivers — continued.  Page. 

a  bill  to  improve  the  navigation  of  the,  re- 
ported and  read  twice     -         -         -         .  17()2 
the  report  in  full         -         .         .         .         _    j'/yj 
the  bill  considered      -         -         -  2558,  2578 

amended  by  adding  the  Missouri  river  -  2578 

laid  on  the  table         -         -         -         .         .  2r)84 
ordered  to  the  third  reading      ...  2588 
read  the  third  time,  and    pai-«ed         -         -  2596 
amendments   received   and  agreed  to         -  2C94 
Opelousas.  the   Committee  on  Public  Lands  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
empowering  the  Register  at,  to  complete 

a  certain  report 14C1 

the  committee  directed  to  authorize  the  pres- 
ent Register  at,  to  complete  all  the  busi- 
ness left  unfinished  by  his  predecessor  -  1503 
Ordnance  Department,  a  motion  to  refer  to  a  se- 
lect committee  a  message  rece.ved  last 
session  respttting  the,  debated        -         -     9(ir) 

referred y(,« 

Orgain,  Sterling.     (See  Moore,  Alfred.) 
Orlea:is  Navigation   Comjiany,   a   bill  disappro- 
ving in  part  an  act  incorporating  the,  re- 
ported and  read  twice     ....  2236 
0»age  Indians,  a  bill  to  provide  an  agent  for  the, 

reported   and  read  twice         -         -         -   1099 
ordered  to  the  third  reading   -         -         -  2171 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -  2213 

Ottramare,  J.,  a   bill  for  the   rehef  of,  reported 

and  re.-xd  twice       -         -         -         .         .   \^j\ 

considered 2498 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  2509 
rtad  the  third  time,  and    parsed  -  -  2510 

amendments  received         .         .         -         .  2631 

read  and  referred 2632 

reported  and  disagreed  to  -         -         -         -  2tjti5 
Overton,  SamueJ  R.     (See  West  Florida.) 
'Owen,  George  \V.,  of  Alabama,  attended  -         -     798 
remarks  of,  on  the  TariH"  bill       -  1526,    1550, 

1586,   KtJO 
speech  of,  on  the  Massachusetts  contested 
election  .         .         .         -         . 


P. 

Partridge's   Military  Academy,   Mr.  Buck  sub- 
mitted a  resolution   respecting  tDe  issue 
of  ammunition  to - 
agreed  to,  and  referred       -         -         .         - 
a  bill  to  authorize  the   is«ue  of  ammunition 
to,  reported  and  read  twice   -         -         - 
a  detailed  report  in  full      .... 
a  memorial   from   Captain    Partridge,   read 
and  referred  -         .         .         .         -         - 
Patent  Office,  Senate  bill  relative  to  the,  and  to 
the   salary   of  the    SujJerintendent,   read 
twice  and  relerred  .... 

reported  without  amendment     .         -         . 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ... 
Patois  and  Patentees,  the   Committee  on   the 
Judiciary  instructed  to  inquire  coucern- 
ug  jurisdiction    in  cases    arising  under 
^'s  act  respecting  ..... 

a  repyt  made 

the  cokp^j^pg  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
exped,^j.y  (,,  allowing  costs  in  certain 
cases  .--... 

a  bill  for  iLj  purpose,  reported  and  read 
twice     -       . 


wdered  to  the  vj^j  reeding 
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Patents  and  Patentees — continued. 

bill  read  the  third  lime  t    - 

recommitted       --.... 

reported  with  amendments         ... 

again  recommitted 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  with  a 
liKt  of  the  patentees  lor  the  last  year, 
laid  on  the  table 

Patterson,  John,  of  Ohio,  attended     - 

Patterson,  Thomas,    nf   Pennsylvania,  attended 

Paulas,  Barbara,  a  bill  lor  the  relief  of,  reported 
and  read  twice       -         -         -         .         . 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

"  Pea  Patch,"  Mr.  Cocke  submitted  a  resolution 

calling    for  inllirmation    respecting   suits 

(or  recovery  ot  the  .... 

adopted     .-..--- 

a   message  in  reply  laid   on  the  table 

Pembina,   Mr.  Rankin   presented  a  petition    of 

the  inhabitants  ot,  referred  ...  843 
the  committfe   discharged  ...     867 

Pendtrgrasa,  Thomas,  the  Committee  on  Pri- 
vate Land  Claims  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  eipeiiitrncy  of  granting  bounty 
land  to 843 

Pensacola,  the  Committee  on  Military  .\ffairs 
instructeil  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  fortifying  the  harbor  of      ...     Hll 

the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals  in- 
atructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
opening  a  road  from,  to  St.  Augustine     -     812 

the  Committee  on  Post  Offices,  &c.,  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  t!ie  expediency  of 
repealing  the  law  establishing  a  post  route 
from,  to  St.  Augustine    -         -         -         .     833 

the  Coaimittee  on  Naval  .Kffx  ra  instructed 
to  inquire  respecting  a  naval  depot  at      -     847 

a  bill  to  allow  a  salary  to  the  (Jollettor  of, 
and  to  abolish  the  office  of  surveyor,  re- 
ported and  read  twice     ....    1163 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  2695 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .         .         -  2696 

a  bill  granting  certain  lots  to  St.  Augustine 
and,  reported  am!  rtad  twice  ...   1733 

Pennsylvania,  a  bill  to  alter  the  judicial  districta 

of,  reported  .March,  1822,  referred  -  -  815 
a  bill  to  alter  the  judicial  districts  of,  reported 

and  read  twice  ....  -  9.39 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  2481 
read  the  third  time,  and  pst^sed  -  -         .  2487 

the  Speaker  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of,  approving  the  declaration 
of  the  President  in  favor  of  tilterty  in  the 
Western  Hemisphere,  laid  on  the  table  -  2509 

rPensioners,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War 
transmitting  a  statement  of  the  number  of 
Revolutionary,  laid  on  the  table       -         .     797 
Mr.    Randolph  presented  thf  petition  of   a 
number  of,  assembled  at  Waj-hingtun,  re- 
ferred     911 

a  bill  concerning  invalid,  considered    -         -  1065 
ordered  to  the  third  reading         -      .   -  -    1067 

read  the  thir.l  time,  and  passed  -         -    1084 

amendments  received  and  referred      -         -  2465 

reported 2505 

considered         .         -         .  2.M2,  2631,  2632 

Mr.  Sibley  submitted  a  resolution  respecting 
Revolutionary,  read  and  rejected    -         -    1762 
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Pension*,  a  Committeo  on,   and  Revolutionary 
Claims,  appointed  •         .         .         . 

the  aubject  of  Revolutionary,  referred  to  a 
select  committee     -         -         -         . 

the  committee  instructed  to  inquire  as  to  the 
income  which  shall  disqualify  for  receiv- 
ing          

a  report  made 

the  committee  instructed  to  inquire  repect- 
ing  an  alteration  of  the  time  for  payment  of 

the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  continu- 
ing, to  the  widows  and  orphans  of  officers, 

«  aeamen,  and  marines      .         -         .         . 

a  bill  to  continue  aaid,  to  widows  and  or- 
phans, reported  and  read  twice 

debated     -.-.... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         -         . 

read  the  third  time,  and  jiassed 

amendments  received  -  .         .         . 

read  and  referred       -         -         -         .         . 

reported  and  concurred  in  .         .         . 

.Mr»  Isacks  submitted  a  resolution  in  rela- 
tion to  the  extension  of,  to  widows,  &c., 
of  oincers  and  privates  in  the  Army,  laid 
on  the  table 

agreed  to- 

Senate  bill  granting,  to  the  widow-  and  or- 
phans of  those  slain  in  private  armed  ves- 
sels, read  twice,  and  re/erred  - 

reported  with  amendments  .         .         . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 

a  bill  concerning  the  allowance  of,  up<in  the 
relinquishment  of  bounty  lands  reported 
and  read  twice        -         -         -         -         . 

a  bill  to  revive  and  extend  certain,  reported 
and  read  twite        -  .  .  .         . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 

Perley.  Frederick,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 
and  read  twice        ..... 
ordered  to  the  third  reading         ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
Perry,  John,  the  committee  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  placing,  on  the 
|>en8ion  list    -         -         -         .         . 

Perry,  Oliver    H.,   Mr.    Hamilton    submitted  a 
reaolution   respecting   a  pension    for  the 
mother  of      .....         . 

agreed  to- 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  Perry,  mother  of, 
reported,  and  read  .... 

considered  -    .      . 

recommitted      -.-... 
Petersburg.     (See    VtsseU.) 

Pew,  William,  .Mr.  Stewart  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  praying  a  pension        .         .         . 

I'iatt,  Joliii  H..  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  admin- 
istrator of,  reported   and  read  twice 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       .         -•        . 
read  the  third  time,  and  debated 
passed        ....... 

Pierpont,  John,  the  committee  instructed  to  place, 
on  the  pension  list  .... 

Piracy,  a  report  in  full  on  the  subject  of,  in  the 
West  Indies  -         -  ... 

Plumer,  (ieorge,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended 
Plumcr,  William,  of  New  Hampshire,  utter.     J 
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Poinsett,  Joel  R.,  of  South  Carolina,  attended  - 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Webster's  reaolution  re- 
specting Greece      -         .         -         -         . 
speech  of,  on  the  Greek  cause    .         -         . 
on  the  Tariff  bill 

Point  Coupee,  a  bill  granting  a  tract  of  land  to 
the  inhabitanu  of,  reported  and  read 
twice     ....... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -         -         - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Pollard,  Capuin,  the  petition  of.  Blue  Eyes  and 
Jim  Robinson,  Seneca  Indians,  referred  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole     .         .         . 
Porter,  Abner,  the   Committee  of  Pensions  in- 
structed to  provide  for  the  heira  of  - 
Ports  of  Delivery,  a  bill    to  establish   Bowdoin- 
ham,  Troy  and  Fairport  as,  reported,  and 
read  twice     --.... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       .         .         - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Port  of  Entry,  the  Committee  on  Commerce  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
establishing  Fernandina  as  a  -   ' 

Post  Office  Department,  the  Committee  on  Ex- 
penditares  in  the,  appointed    .         .         - 

so  much  of  the  President's  Message  as  con- 
cerns the.  referred  .         .         .         . 

Mr.  Gazlay  submitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing defalcations  in  the    -         -         .         . 

mod. tied,  and  agreed  to      . 

report  in  reply,  laid  on  the  table 

Mr.  Allen  submitted  a  resolution  calling  for 
certain  details  oi  the,  for  the  last  three 
years     ....... 

agreed  to- 

report  in  reply,  laid  on  the  table 

Mr.  Storrs  sub.mitted  n  resolution  calling 
for  information  respecting  postage  - 

ref)ort  on  that  subject  laid  on  the  table 

D  repirl  from  the  Postmaster  General  in  re- 
lation to  deputy  postmasters,  their  duties, 
<&c.,  in  full    ...... 
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a  bill  to  reduce  into  one  the  several  acts  to 
establish  the,  reported,  and  read  twice     -  1429 

df  bated     - 2644,  2549 

laid  on  the  table         .         -         .         .         .  2552 
a  commuuication  from  the,  with  a  sutement       _ 
of  contracts    -         -         -         .         . 

Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads,  the  Committee  on, 
appointed       ...... 

Mr.  Alien  submitted  a  resolution  calling  for 
a  list  of  distributing  offices,  the  duties  re- 
quired therein,  &c.         .... 

agreed  to  -.-.-. 

reply  received   .----. 

read  and  referred        ..... 

the  committee  instructed  to  inquire  respect- 
ing a  route  from  EddyviUe  to  Paris, 
Tennessee     .----.    1232 
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committee  instructed  to  inquire  re8i)ecting 
a  route  from  St.  Albans  to  Berkshire, 
Vermont         ..... 

the  committee  instructed  respecting  a  route 
from  Galliopolis  to  Burlington 

committee  instructed  respecting  a  route 
from  Raleigh  to  Haywood  -         -  1430 
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Poet  Offices  and  Post  Roadi — continued,  P«ge 

committee    instructed    respecting    a    route 

from  Preston  to  Smithfield,  Virginia 

committee    instructed    respecting     a    route 

from   the  Creek   Agency  to   the   aeat  of 

government  in  Florida   -         .         -         - 

Mr.  Long  submitted  a  resolution  calling  for 

information  respecting  post  routes  -         -  24ft7 
modified,  and  laid  on  the  table  •         -         -  2465 
a  bill  to  discontinue  certain  post  roads,  and 
to    establish    others,    reported    and    read 

twice 2152 

considered  -         -         2632, 2648, 2665,  2676 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  2677 
read  the  third  time,  and  pasised  -         -         -  2682 
Postmaster  of  the  House,   a  resolution   respect- 
ing an  allowance  to  the  -         -         -         -  2616 
en  order  to  allow  extra  compensation  to  the  2710 
Powell,  Alfred  H.     (See  Contested  Election.) 
Powell,     Dempsy,    the    Committee    of    Claims 
instructed    to    allOw,    payment    for    two 
guns      ...--- 

Pre-emption,    a  bill  granting,  to  certain  settlers 
in  St.  Helena  and   Jackson  Courthouse, 
reported  and  read  twice  ... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         •         . 
Senate    bill    granting,    to   certain    quarter 
sections  of  land  in  Alabama,  read  and  re- 
ferred   ..-.--- 
reported  without  amendment      ... 
a  bill  granting,  to  Arkansas,   reported  and 
read  twice      ------ 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -  - 

a  bill   granting,  to  quarter  sections  of  land 

to  each  Slate  and  Territory,  reported  and 

read  twice      ------ 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         .         - 

read  the  third  lime,  and  posted  -         -         - 

the  Committee  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 

expediency  of  granting,    in  the  purchase 

.  of  land  in  certain  cases  -         -         -         - 

a  report  in  full  -         -         -         -         - 

Presbyterian  Churches.  Mr.  Hemphill  presented 
the   memorial  of  certain,   respecting  the 
civilization  of  the  Indians,  referred  - 
President  ot  the  United  Slates,  a  committee  ap- 
pointed to  infi)rm  the,  "of  the  readiness  of 
,  the  House  to  receive  any  communication 

the  report  of  the  committee         -         -         . 
the  annual  Me^sa5e  received  and  read 
a  bill  making  provision  for  a  private  secre- 
tary for  the,  reported  and  read  twice 

President  and  Vice  President.   Senate   bill  sup- 
plementary  to   the    acts   relative   to   the 
election  of,  read  twice,  and  referred 
reported  without  atnendmenl      -         .         - 
President's  House.     (See  Public  Buildings.) 
Presque  Isle,  Mr.  Farrclly  presented  several  pe- 
titions respecting. obstructions  in  the  bar- 
l>or  of,  referred       .  -         -   S.    - 

a  bill  making  appropriations  for  dcl^^ing 
the   channel   of,   and   for   repairinjl^^ly- 
mouth  Beach,  rcpor;ed  and  read  twice    - 
considered  ---... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         .         - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
Prince,  WiUiara,  of  Indianaif^attended 
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Private  Land  Claims, 

pointed 

Private  Secretary.     (See  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.) 
Prize  Money,  Mr.  Cocke  submitted  a  resolution 
calling  for   information  as  to  the  amount 
of,  refunded  to  Ciovernment  by  the  agents  2318 

agreed  to 2334 

a  message  with  a   report   in  reply,  laid  on 

the  table 

Provident  Association  of  Clerks,  a  bill  amenda- 
tory to  the  act  to  incorporate  the,  report- 
ed and  read  twice  -         -         -         -         - 
Public  Accounts.     (See  Accounts.) 
Public  Buildings,  the  committee  on  expenditures 

in  the,  appointed 

a  bill   making    appropriations   for   the,    re- 
ported and  read  twice     -         -  -    '      - 
a  report  on  the  expenditure  of  money  appro* 

priated  for  the.  laid  on  the  table 
Mr.   Conner  submitted  a  resolution  calling 
for  information  respecting  the   disbune- 
inent  of  a  sum  of  money  appropriated  for 
supplying    the    President'*    House    and, 

with  water,  dec 

agreed  to  ..-.-. 

a  report  in  reply 

Public  Debt,  so  much  of  the  President's  Mes- 
sage as  relates  to  the  revenue  and,  refer- 
red ...---- 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  .Means  in- 
Rtructed  to  inquire  respecting  that  portion 
of  the,  which  will  be  reimbursable  Janu- 
ary, 1825 

Public  Expenditures,  the  Committee  on,  ap- 
poiiiied  --.... 

Public  Lands,  the  Committee  on,  appjinted 

(See  Lands.) 
Public   Money,  Senate   bill    to  provide   for   the 
better  security  of  - 
read  twice,  and  referred     -         .         .         - 
reported  without  aiaendtaent      -  -         - 

Public  Officers,  Senate  bill  to  secure  the  accQun- 
labiliiy  of.  read  twice  and  referred  - 
reported  with  amendment  .         -         - 

Purchasers  of  Public  Lands,  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  instructed  to  inquire  re- 
specting the  continuance  of  the  act  for 

the  relief  of 

a  report  made    ------ 

recommitted       -..--- 
a  bill  for  the  extinguishment  of  debt  due  by 
the,  reported  and  read  twice    -         .         • 
ordered  to  the  third  read.ng         -  -  - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Senate   hill   ex[)lanatory  of  said   act,    read 
twice  and  relerred  .         -         .         . 

reported  withi)ul  amendment     .         -         - 
ordered  to  the  third  re:iding|       ... 
read  the  third  tune,  ai.d  pgHsud 
a  letter  Ironi  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 

showing  the  amount  due  by 
a  report  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  Land 
Office  respecting    the  construction    given 
to  the  act  lor  the  relief  ol,  referred 
Senate  bill  for  the  collection  of  debt  due  by 

read  twice  and   referred 
reported  without  aiucudinent 
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CJuartermasters,  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  an  additional  number  of  •         -     809 

Quorum,  the  presence  of  a         -         -         -         .     794 
notification  oi  the  presence  of  a,  in  the  Sen 
ate 
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Randolph.  John,  of  Virginia,  attended 

remarks  of,  on  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mrs. 
Perry 

on     Mr.    Webster's    resolution    respecting 

Gfe«^ce HI,  1114 

speech  of,  on  the  same       -         -         -         -  1181 
speech  of,  on  the  surveys  of  rouds  and  canals  1296 
remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill        1480,  2315,  2330 
speech  of.  on  the  same        -         .         -         .  2357 
appendix  to  said  speech      -         -         -         -  2379 
remarks  of,  on  adjournment        ...   1974 
on  the  address  of  Ninian  Edwards        2472,  2475 
Rankin,  Mr.,  of  Massachusetts,  remarks   of,  on 
Mr.  Cook's  resolution  respecting  the  ad- 
justment of  land  claims  -       875,  883.  885 
remarks  of,  on  the  Greek  cause  -         -1158 
speech  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill          -         .         -  2002 
remarks   of,  on  the  bill  to  open  a  canal    be- 
tween the  Wabash  and  Miami 
Real    Estate,  Mr.  Tracy  submitted   a   resolution 
calling  for  information  in  relation  to,  pur- 
chastd  by  the  Inited  States    - 
read  and  laid  on  the  table 
taken  up  and  agreed  tu      -         .         -  . 
a  report  in  reply  laid  on  the  table 
Mr.  Warfield  submitted  a  resolution  calling 

for  a  statement  of  the  purchases  of 

modified  and  agreed  to       •         -  .  - 

Recess,  a  resolution  for  daily,  reported,  debated, 

and  adopted  •         •  -         .         .  - 

rescinded  -         .         -         .         .        \ 

Reed,  John,  of  Massachusetts,  attended     • 

remarks  of,  on  the  'i'ariff  bill      -  -         . 

speech  of,  on  the  same       .... 
Registers  and  Receivers,  Mr.  Owen  submitted  a 
resolution  calling  for  information  respect- 
ing compensation  to       -         -         .         . 
agreed  to  • 

a  report  in  reply,  referred  -         -         .         . 
a  letter  froni  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
with  sundry  statements  in  relation  to,  re- 
ferred   ---..-_ 
other  information  on  the  same  subject,  re- 
ferred   --.-.-. 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported    and   read 
twice     ...-_.. 
Rentro[>e,  J.,  of  Kentucky,  a  bill  to   repay,  f.)r 
lands  erroneously  sold,  rejtorted  and  read 
twice     ---.-.. 
Revenue  and  Public  Debt.     (See  Public  Debt.) 
Revisal  and  Unfinished  Business,  the  committee 
on,  appointed          .         .         .          -         . 
Revolutionary  Soldiers, Mr.  Cushraan  submitted 
a  resolution  to  extend  pensioiiK  to  all  sur- 
viving     2295 

laid  on  the  table 2295 

Mr.  .McKean   presented    sundry    memorials 
in  relation  to  pensions  for  all,  laid  on  the 

Uble 2430,  2586 

(See  Pensions.) 
Reynolds,  James  B.,  of  'I'enncssec,  attended 
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Rich,  Charles,  of  Vermont,  attended  - 

remarks   of,    on    his   resolution  respecting 

trade  with  the  Indians  -         -         -     896 

on  his  resolution  to  amend  the  Rules  .  1179  f'^ 

on  the  Greek  cause    -         ...         -  1213  '    " 
Richard,  Gabriel,  of  Michigan,  attended  -  -     803 

(See  Contested  Election.) 
Richards,  John,  of  New  York,  attended    -         .     793 
Richardson,  Landie,   a  bill  for  the  reUef  of,  re- 
ported and  read  twice    ....  1751 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  2500 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         .  2604 

Richmond.     (See  Vessels.) 
Riddick,  Thomas  F.,  Mr.  Scott  presented  the 
memorial  of,  agent  for  the  Bank  of  Mis- 
souri, referred         -         .         .         -         .  2503 
Rio  Hondo  and  Sabine  rivers.     (See  Louisiana.) 
Rist,  Samuel,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported  and 

read  twice      ---..-   1322 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -         -         -  2497 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •         .  2500 

Rives.  William  C,  of  Virginia,  attended  -     806 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  surveys  of  roads 

and  canals 1344 

remarks  of,  on  the   Senate   amendment^ to 
the  Appropriation  bill     .         -         -         -  1947 
Road,  a  bill  for  making  a,  from  Memphis  to  Lit- 
tle Rock,  reported  and  read    ...     876 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...     gig 
read  the  third  time,  and  considered    -         -     937 
recommitted      --.-..     9^ 
reported  with  amendments         ...     939 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •         -     943 

the  committee  instructed  to  inquire  respect- 
ing a,  from  Pensacola  to  St.  Augustine, 
and  from  St.  Marks  to  Cape  Sable  -     812 

Mr.  Vance  submitted  a  resolution  respecting 
a,  from  Detroit  to  the  Ohio  State  line, 

laid  on  the  table 986 

modified  and  agreed  to       -         -         .         .   1232 
a  bill  opening  a,  from  Miami  to  Detroit,  re- 
ported and  read  twice    -         -         .         -   1487 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        .         -         .  2676 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •         .  2682 

a  resolution  oi  the  Legislature   of  Indiana 
praying  the    continuation   of  the,   from 
Wheeling  to  the  Mississippi  river,  referred   1319        \ 
a  bill  for  opening  a,  Irora   Wheeling  to  the 
seat  of  government  in  Missouri,  imported 
and  read  twice       ....         -   1435 
Senate  bill  for  a  military,  from  Fort  St.  Phi- 
lip to  Johnson's  Plantation    ...   1503 
referred     ---...-   1504 
reported  without  amendment      -         .         -   1567 
the  committee  instructed  to  inquire  respect- 
ing a,  from  Detroit  to  Chicago         -         -   1733 
a  bill   for  making  said,  reported  and  read 

twice 2490 

Roads  and  Canals,  the  subject  of,  referred  to  a 

select  committee 808 

a  bill  to  provide  for  surveys  and  estimates 

oi,  reported  and  read  twice      -         -         .     830 

considered 990,  1005 

ordered  to  the  third  reading         -         -         -   1041 

a  copy  of  the  bill 1042 

the  bill  laid  on  the  table      ....   1043 

taken  up 1053 

recommitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  1063 
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Roads  and  Canals — continued.  Pa^e. 

considered      1217,  1233,  1264,  1296.  1324,  1344, 

1371,  1399,  1430,  1462 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •         .         .   1471 
JRobbins,  Brintnei,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice        .         -         .         .         .     848 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...     877 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •         .         .     887 
Robertson,  lea,  the  Committee  of  Claims  instruct* 
ed  to  inquire  respecting  compensation  to, 
Joseph  K08800,  and  Robert  Tolar    •         -    1676 
an  adverse  report  laid  on  the  table      •         -  1680 
Robinaon,  Thomas,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of 

the  heirs  of  -  -  -  -  .  -  2699 
read  twice,  and  referred     -         -         .         .  2700 

reported -         -  2758 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2759 

Roderick,  Anthony.     (8ee  Goldsmith,  Morris.) 

Rogers,  Thomas  J.,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended  -     793 

letter  of  resignation  from,  laid  on  the  table  2510 

Rose,  Robert  R.,  of  New  York,  attended   •         •     793 

Rosa,  Thomas  R.,  of  Ohio,  attended  •         -        -     797 

remarks  of,  on  bis  resolution  for  a  Delegate 

from  the  District  of  Columbia  -         -   1504 

on  the  Tariff  bill 1695 

Rosson,  Joseph.     (See  Kobertson,  lea.) 
Rucker,  Elliot,  a  bill  for  the  relief  ol,  reported 

and  read  twice 1398 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  2497 
read  the  tbird  time,  and  panted  -         -        •  3500 
Rules,  the  Orders  and,  of  last  session  adopted 

until  a  revision 796 

Mr.  Moore  submitted  a  resolution  to  amend 

the  thirteenth  standing  rule  •  •  •  943 
Mr.  Allen  moved  to  rescind  the  eighty-fourth 

rule 1893 

agreed  to 1906 

Mr.  Rich  submitted  a  rule  res|>ecting  pett* 

tions  on  the  Clerk's  table  -  .  -987 
considered  and  laid  on  the  table  -  '1318 
Mr.  Cook  submitted  certain  amendments  to 

the 1176 

referred 1179 

reported  with  amendments  .        •   1702 

Mr.  Lloyd  submitted  a  resolution  to  expunge 
the  thirty-first  rule  -         -         -         -  1769 

debated 1776 

the  rule  amended 1777 

.Mr.   Condict  submitted  an  amendment  to 

the,  respecting  en^o<sed  bills  •  .  2494 
laid  on  the  table 2495 

8. 

balem  Laboratory  Company,  Mr.  Crowninshield 

presented  the  memorial  of  Directors  of  the     842 

Salt,  instructions  to  the  Comihittee  of  Ways  and 
Means  respecting  a  repeal  ot  the  act  lay- 
ing duty  on,  imported    -         -         -    627,  1065 

Salt  Springs,  a  .Message  from  the  President  trans- 
mitting information  heretofore  requested 
by  the  House  in  relation  to,  lead  and  cop- 
per mines 19G0 

Sandford,  James  T.,  of  Tennessee,  attended       -     794 
remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill       ...   I6I6 

Saunders,  Romulus  M.,  of  North  Carolina,  at- 
tended           .         -     794 

Scott,  Alexander,  Senate  bill   for  the  relief  of, 

read  twice  and  referred  -  -  -  .  2631 
reported  without  amendment  ...  2681 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         •         -  2712 


Page. 


Scott,  Hector.     (See  Lenox,  James.) 
Scott,  John,  of  Missouri,  attended     ... 
Seamen.     (See  Sick  and  Disabled  iieamen.) 
Seminole  War,   Senate   bill  explanatory  o(  the 
art  for  the   relief  of  persons  engaged  in 

the 

read  and  referred       ..... 

reported  without  amendment     ... 
ordered  to  the  third  reading         ... 
Mr.  Cocke  presented  a  resolution  of  the  Le- 
gislature   of  Tennessee    respecting    pro- 
perty lost  in  the,  referred         ... 
8ergeant-at-Arms,  Thomas  Dunn  appointed     • 
Shaeffer,  Jacob,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  rep«)rted 
and  read  twice        ..... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 
considered  ...... 

rejected     ---...• 
Shakers,  an  adverse  report  made  on  the  petition 

of  the  Society  of 

Sharpe,  Peter,  of  New  York,  attended 

remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill      -         -  1666,  1668 
Sbattuck,  Jared,  Mr.  Farrelly  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred 

Shepherd,  Mose^,  a  report  in  favor  of  the  claim 

of,  considered  .         .         .         -         - 

adopted     ....... 

Shields,  Thomas,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  • 
read  twice,  and  referred  -  .  -  - 
reported  without  amendment     ... 

laid  on  the  tsMe 

Sibley,  Jonas,  of  .Massachusetts,  attended 
Hiblry.  Molomon,  a  bill  for  (he  n  lief  of,  reported 
and  read  twice       • 
ordered  to  the  third  reading < 
read  the  (bird  lime,  and  pas«ed  .         «         . 
Hick  and  Disabled  Nrsmen,  Mr.  McKim  submit* 
led  a   resolution   respecting,  laid   on  the 
table      •         •         •         •         .         • 
adopted     •         ...         •         .         • 
a  rejMirt  from  the  Secretary  of  Slate  in  rela- 
tion to,  laid  on  the  tsble 
referred     -        -        •        •        •        •    ,     - 
a  bill  to  provide  for,  reported  and  read  twice  1754 
Sinking  Kund,  the  report  of  the  Commissioner 

of  the,  laid  on  ttie  table 
Skinner.  Ichabod   Lord,  Senate  bill   for  the  re* 

liffof 

read  twice,  and  referred     .... 
re(>orted  without  amendment      ... 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Slavery,  .Mr.  Breck  presented  a  petition  from  the 
"  Pennsylvania  Society  "  praying  the  ab- 
olition of,  referred            .... 
the  committee  discharged  •         -         .         . 
the  petition  laid  on  the  table      .         .         - 
Slave  Trade,  so  much    of  the  President's  Mes. 
ssge  as  relates  to  the  African,  referred  to 
a  i>elect  committee          .... 
Mr.    Mercer  nubmitted  a  resolution  calling 
for    information    respecting    negotiations 
with  foreign   Governments  in   relation  to 
the      " 
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a  message  in  reply,  received 

referred     ...... 

a  resolution  from   the  Legislature   of  Ohio 
respecting  the  abolition  of  the,  referred  - 


1204 
1870 
2090 
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.Slave  Trade — continued.  p^g^ 

the  committee  discharged  and  the  resolution 

laid  on  the  table     .... 
the   committee   on   the  suppression  of  the 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  amending  the  existing  laws  for  the  ab- 
olition of  the  trade         -         .         . 
a  bill  respecting  the,  reported  ,ind  read  twice 
a  copy  of  the  bill       .... 

^loane,  John,  of  Ohio,  attended 
Sloops  of  War,  Mr.  Poinsett  submitted  a  resolu 
tion  respecting  additional 

agreed  to 

a   bill  to    authorize  the  building   of  ten  ad 

tional,  reported  and  read  twice 
Senate  bill  for  additional,  read  twice  an 

referred  ..... 

reported  without  amendment    - 
Slough,  Jacob,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 
and  read  twice       .... 
ordered  to  the  third  rradinq; 
read  the  third   time,  and  passed 
Smith,  Arthur,  of  Virginia,  attended 
speech  of,  on  the  Greek  cause    • 
'^mith,   Joseph,  a   bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice        •         .         .         . 
T-.       ordered  to  the  tbird  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Smith,  Noah.  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  - 
read  twice,  and  referred     ... 
reported  with  amendments 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Hmith,  William,  of  Virginia,  attended 

s]>eech  of,  on   the  Massachusetts  contested 
election 

Amytb,  Alexander,  of  Virginis,  attended  • 

speech  of,  on  the  bill    lur  the   surveys  of 

roads  and  canals    •         .        •         . 
remarks  ol,  on  the  resolution  for  adjourn 

nient 

iSnow,  Klisba,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice      • 
South  American  Colonies.     (See  Spain.) 
South  Carolina,  a  bill  to  alter  the  tiinefl  of  hold 
ing  the  circuit  court  in,  reported  and  read 

twice 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 

Mr.   Poinsett  presented  a  resolution  of  the 

Legislature  of,  in  relation  to  the  struggle 

of  Greece   for  independence,  laid  on  the 

table 

Spaight,  Richard  D., of  North  Carolina,  attended 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  survey  of  roads 

and  canals    ...... 

.^painj  Mr.  Mullary  submitted  a  resolution  call- 
ing for  information  in   relation  to  the  de- 
sign of  foreign  Governments    to  aid,  in 
regaining  the  South  American  colonies  - 
agreed  to- 

a  message  in  reply,  referred  ... 
Mr.  Clay  submitted  a  similar  resolution 
Mr.  C.  requests  that  said  resolution  be  al- 
lowed to  remain  on  the  table 
Senate  bill  to  carry  into  effect  the  9th  arti- 
cle of  the  treaty  with  -  .  -  . 
read  twice,  and  referred  -  -  .  - 
reported  without  amendment      ... 
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Speaker,  Henry  Clay  elected  ....     795 

S{>ence,  John  S,  of  Maryland,  attended    -         -     797 
Spermaceti   Whale  Fisheries.     (See  New   Bed- 
ford.) 
Standefer,  James,  of  Tennessee,  attended         .     794 
Slaniford,  Thomas,  Senate  bill   for  the  relief  of, 

read  twice,  and  laid  on  the  table     -         -   1905 
referred     *         -.         .         .         .         -1914 
reported  with  aipendments         ...  2464 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  2509 
read  the  third  time,  uid  passed         >         -  2510 
St.  .\nne's  Church.     (See  Detroit.) 
State  Department,  the  Committee  on  Expendi- 
tures in  the,  appointed  -         -         .  ,      ,     799 
St.  Augustine.     (See  Fensacola.) 
St.   Clair,  General  Arthur,  Mr.  Jennings  pre- 
sented the  petition  oi  Eliza  Dill,  daughter 
of,  in  behalf  of  herself  and  sisters  -         -     807 
Stealy,  John,  an  adverse   report  on  the  case  of, 

laid  on  the  table 943 

Steam  Vessels.     (See  Vessels.) 
St.  Helena  Courthouse,  a  bill  in  relation  to   tt* 
ties  and  claims  to  lands  in  Jackson,  re* 
ported  and  read  twice    -         .        .        .   1319 
ordered  to  the  third  reading      ...  2698 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •         .  2709 

Senate    bill  supplementary   to   the   several 
acts  respecting  land  claims  in,  and  Jack* 
son  courthouse      .....  2036 
(dee  Pre-emption.) 
Stephenson,  James,  ol  Virgioia,  attended         *     794 
Sterling,  Ansel,  of  Connecticut,  attended  -        •     793 
Stetson,  Amasa,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the 

relief  of  •  *  •  •  .  .  1770 
read  twice,  and  referred  *  .  .  .  1774 
reported  with  amendments  ...  jooj 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  3509 
read  the  tbird  lime,  and  passed  •  .  .  2610 
Stevenson.  Andrew,  of  Virginia,  attended  •  794 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mrs. 

^•rry "  *    978 

on  the  resolutions  in  relation  to  the  intended 

visit  of  Jiafnyette 1106 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  surveys  of  roads 

and  canals 1399 

remarks  of,  upon  Mr.  Martiadale's  speech 
on  the  Tariff  bill  ....  1656,  1657 

Stewart,  Andrew,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended     -  797 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  surveys  of 

roads  and  canals    .....  1846 

remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill     •          1500,  1613 

speech  of,  on  the  same       ....  2271 
remarks  of.  on    the  bill  for  improving  the 
navigation  of  the  Ohio   and   Mississippi 

rivers 2583,  2587 

St.  John's  River,  a  bill  for  opening  a  canal  be- 
tween the  bay  of  St.  Augustine  and,  re* 

pwrted  and  read  twice    *         -         -         .  2171 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  2602 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2602 
St.  Mary's  River.     (See  Charleston.) 
Stock,  a  bill   to  authorize  the  purchase  of  seven 

per  cent.,  reported  and  read  twice  -         -  957 

considered 1048 

ordered  to  the  tbird  reading        ...  1063 

read  the  third  time,  and  pasised  -         -         .  1065 

amendments  received         ....  1100 

read  and  concurred  in        -         -        -         -  1101 
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Stock — continued.  Page, 

a  bill  authorizing  the  creation  of,  for  the 
Florida  treaty  awards,  reported  and  read 

twice 957 

considered  ---...  2552 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         .         .  2555 
read  the  third  time,  and  debated  -         .  2559 

pa«s«ti 2575 

a  bill  to  authorize  the  exchange  of,  bearing 
an  interest  of  five  per  cent.,  for  that  bear- 
ing interest  of  «ii  per  cent.,  reported  and 

read  twice     -      • 

considered  ---... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 

Stoddard,  Ebenezer.  of  Connecticut,  attended  - 

Stone,  John,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War 

on  the  petition  of,  laid  on  the  table 
Storehouses,  a  bill  to  extend  the  right  of  deposite 
in,  to  other  goods  besides  wines,  teas  and 
spirits,  reported  and  read  twice 
Storrs,  Henry  R.  of  New  York,  attended 
~-  remarks  of,  on   Mr.    Breck's  resolution  re- 
specting commerce  with  Greece 
speech  of,  on  the  New  York  contested  elec- 
tion        -         . 

on  the  bill  for  surveys  of  roads  and   canals   128^ 
on  the  Massachusetts  contested  election      -   1832 
Strain,  Robert,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice        -         -         -         .         .   1567 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        .         -         .  2.'>00 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2503 
Strong,  James,  of  New  York,  attended     .         -     793 
speech  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill        -         -         -2118 
Stroud,  Joseph.     (See  Carver,  Jonathan.) 
Supplies,  «&c.,  Mr.  Floyd  submitted  a  resolution 
calling    for    information    respecting    the 
transportation  of,  and  payment  for  -         -  2333 
agreed  to  nem.  con.  -         .         .         .         .  2344 
a  message  in  reply  laid  on  the  table  -         -  2606 
Supreme  Court,  Mr.  Trimble  submitted  a  reso- 
lution respecting  a  more  speedy  publica- 
tion of  the  decisions  of  the,  agreed  to     -     817 
Mr.  Webster  submitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing suits  in  the      -         -         .         .         .  2541 
read,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 

W'hole 2542 

a  bill  to  alter  the  time  of  holding  the  ses- 
sions of  the,  reported      ....  2635 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  2648 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -  2648 

Surgeons  arid  Surgeons'  Mates,  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Alfairs  instructed  to  inquire  as 
to  the  due  apjiortionment  of  pay  to  -  831 
the  committee  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  providing  for  the  instruc- 
tion of  junior         .....     9g7 

Surveyor's  Office,  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  establishing  a,  in  each  State 
and  Territory         -         -         .         .         .     g33 

Swan,  Samuel,  of  New  Jersey,  attended    -         -     793 

Sylvester,  Nathaniel,  a   bill  for   the  benefit  of, 

reported,  and  read  twice         -         .         .  2605 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -  2617 

Symmes,  John  Cleves.  the  Speaker  presented  a 
memorial  of,  and  Thomas  S.  Hinds,  in 
relation  to  the  occupancy  of  certain  terri- 
tory between  the  Rocky  Mountains  and 
the  Pacific  Ocean,  referred     -         -         .  2152 
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Symmes,  John  Cleves — continued.  Page. 

Mr.  Gazlay  submitted  a  resolution  calling 
for  information  respecting  a  township  in 
Symmes's  patent  -         -         -         -         -2213 

agreed  to  --....  2237 

•  message  transmitting  a  report  in  reply, 
laid  on  the  table     -         .         -         .         .  2397 

Mr.  Gazlay  submitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing the  appointment  of  a  trustee  to  carry 
into  effect  an  act  respecting  the  grant  of  2503 

read  and  referred 2556- 

(See  Miami  Purchase.) 

T. 

Tail,  Charles,  the  Speaker  presented  a  petition 
of  Edwin  Lewis  praying  an  inquiry  into 
the  official  conduct  of,  laid  on  the  table  -  1202 
Taliaferro,  John,  of  Virginia,  attended 
Tallow  Chandlers,  Mr.  Cambreleng  presented  a 
memorial  of  the,  of  New  York  combatting 
the  New  Bedford  petition  respecting  the 
sperm  whale  fishery        .... 

Tanner's  Atlas,  a  resolution  from  the  Senate 
to  furnith  each  American  .Minister  and 
Charge  with  a  copy  of  ... 

read  twice,  and  laid  on  the  table 

Tariff,  so  much  of  the  President's  .Message  as 
relates  to  a  revision  of  the,  referred 
petitions  praying  a  revision  of  the 


2236 


807 


2696 
2697 


-     799 
842,  843, 

888.  losa 

petitions  against  the  passage  of  the  bill  1427,  142S 
1487.   1551,  1593,  1628,  1675,1681,  1738,1739 
Mr.Toil  submitted  a  comparative  statement 

of  the  present         .....   1084 
Mr.  Hamilton  submitted    a  resolution  for  a 
detailed  revision  of  the  exuting,  by  next 

session 2333 

read,  and  laid  on  the  table          -         -         .  234S 
(See  Duties  on  Imports.) 
Tattnall.  Edward  F.,  of  Georgia,  attended         -   1945 
Taylor,  George,  Mr.  Mercer  presented  the  peti- 
tion of 985 

laid  on  the  table         -         -         .         .         .   io64 

Taylor.  John  W.,  of  New  York,  attended  -     793 

remarks  of.  on  declining  to  be  a  candidate 

for  the  Speaker's  chair  ....     794 
on  a  resolution   respecting  a  delegate   from 
the  District  of  Columbia         -         -         -   1505 

on  the  Tariff  bill 1689 

on  the  Address  of  Nmian  Edwards    -         -  2473 
Ten  Eyck,  Egbert,  of  New   York,  attended       -     793 
Tennessee,  .Mr.  Cocke  presented  a  resolution  of 
the  Legislature  of,  in  relation  to  property 
lost  in  the  Seminole  war,  referred  -         -   112C 
Mr.  Alexander  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of,  concerning  lands  for  edu- 
cational purposes 1202 

laid  on  the  table 1754 

Tennessee  and  Coosa  Rivers,  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  opening  a  canal 
between  -         .         -         .         .         .^12 

a  report  thereon  laid  on  the  table        -         -  2630 
Test,  John,  of  Indiana,  attended         -         -         .     794 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  create  stock  for  the 

Florida  Treaty  awards   -  -  .         .  2553 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  a  canal  between 
the  Wabash  and  Miami  rivers         -         -  258r> 


Page. 


1042 
2489 
2491 


1664 
794 
794 

1064 
2490 
2491 

793 
1471 


Thomas,  John,  and  Company,  a  bill  for  the  re 
lief  of,  reported  and  read  twice 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Thomas,  Philemon,  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  providing  payment  for,  Benja- 
min P.  Thomas  and  Lewis  Craig  -         - 
Thompson,  Philip,  of  Kentucky,  attended 
Thompson,  Wiley,  of  Georgia,  attended   - 
Thooft,  Bernard,  a  bill  for  issuing  debentures  to, 
reported  and  read  twice 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         .         . 

Tod,  John,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended 
speech  of,  on  the  Tariffbill 

remarks  of,  on  the  same    1498,  1513,  1516,  1526, 
1544,  1546,  15t9,  1669,  1691,  1740,  1741,  1742, 

1751,  1752,  1868,  21.75 
speech  of,  on  the  same       ....  2214 
remarks  of,  on  the  question  of  adjourn- 
ment     ----...  2599 
Tolar,  Robert.     (See  Robertson,  lea.) 

Tomlinson,  Gideon,  of  Connecticut,  attended    -     793 
remarks  of,  on  the  Tariffbill       1483,  1506,  19U0 

Tompkins,  Daniel  D..  a  .Message  from  the  Pre- 
sident in  relation  to  the  accounts  of,  re- 
ferred      

a  bill  ioT  the  relief  of,  reported  and  read 
twice 

considered  ----.. 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

a  message  from  the  President  in  relation  to 
the  claims  ol,  referred     -         -         .         . 

a  report  made  in  full  •         -         .         . 

considered  ----.. 

agreed  to  --.... 

another  .Message  from  the  President  in  re- 
lation to  the  claims  of.  read    -         -         - 

referred     ....... 

a  bill  making  appropriations  to  pay  a  cer- 
tain sum  to,  reported  and  read  twice 

considered  .... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Top,  John,  a  bill  for  the   relief  of,  reported  and 

read  twice      ..--.. 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        .         .         - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 

Townley.  John  F.     (8ee  Eic/aia,  Don  Miguel.) 
'i'ownsend,  William,  a  bill  for  the  relief  ol,  re- 
ported and  read  twice     ....  2675 
Tracy,  Albert  H.,  of  New  York,  attended  -     832 

remarks  of,  on  the  Tariffbill        1492,  1495,  1499 

1693 
remarks  of,  on  the  Appropriation  bill 

Treasury  Department,  the  Committee  on  Expen- 
dittireb  m  the,  appointeJ  ... 

a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the,  with  an 
estimate  of  appropriations,  referred 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the,  with  a 
printed  copy  of  receipts  and  expenditures, 
laid  on  the  table    ..... 

Trimble,  David,  of  Kentucky,  attended     - 

remarks  <»f,  on  the  bill  lor  the  relief  of  Dan. 
lel  D.  Tompkins 823 


804 

811 

817 
825 
828 

1906 
2334 
2398 
24  CO 

2501 
2503 

2507 
2677,  2685 

-  2693 

-  2697 

2457 
2505 
2506 


-  1786 

799 
959 

2606 
794 


929 


1048 


2616 
2709 


2026 

-  2607 

-  2617 

-  793 


Trimble,  David — continued.  Page. 

remafks  of,  on  the  bill  for  opening  certain 

roads  in  Florida 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Buchanan's  resolution 
in  relation  to  a  monument  for  Wash- 
ington   

remarks  of,  on  the  Tariffbill       1481,  1482,  1494, 

.     ^  H98,  1519,  1614,  1661 

speech  of,  on  the  occupying  claimant  laws 

of  Kentacky  ---...  2535 

Tucker,  George,  of  Virginia,  attended       -        .     794 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  surveys  of  roads 

and  canals     ......   133*^ 

remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill      -        -        -  233& 
remarks  of,  on  the  Address  of  Ninian  Ed- 

''"^J^ 2450,2455 

speech  of,  on  the  Beaumarchais  Claim        -  2588 
Tucker.  Starling,  of  North  Carohna,  attended  -     794 
Tuscaloosa,  a  bill  granting  certain  privileges  to 
the   corporation   of,    reported    and    read 
twice     ----... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
Tuscarawas  County,  a  bill  providing  for  the  dis- 
position of  three  tracts  of  land  in,  report- 
ed and  read  twice  -         -         .         . 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  • 
Tyson,  Jacob,  of  New  York,  attended 

U. 
Udree,  Daniel,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended  -         -     793 
Unfinished    Business,  the   Committee   on,   ap- 
pointed   2457 

their  report  made  and  adopted   ...  2487 
the  Clerk  directed  to  prepare  a  list  of,  and 
to  send  a  copy  to  each  member  by  mail  2766 
United  Brethren,  Mr.  Wright  submitted  a  reso- 
lution caUing  for  information  respecting 
the  title  of  the,  to  land  in  Ohio       -         -   1528 

laid  on  the  table 1552 

agreed  to 166I 

a  Biessage  in  reply,  referred        -"       -         .  1906 
a  report  made    -.--..  2026 

V. 

Vaccination,  the  Speaker  presented  a  memorial 
of  Dr.   James  Smith  respecting  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  vaccine  agent,  referred    .  1428 
a  report  made   ---...  1739 
a  bill  to  encourage,  reported  and  read  twice  1740 
Vance,  John,  of  Ohio,  attended         .         -         .     794 
remarks   of,  on   a   bill  respecting  costs  in    '" 

.«uits  by  patentees 908 

remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill      ...  1696 
Vance,   Robert  B.,  of  North  Carolina,  attended     794 
Vandalia,  Mr.  Cook  submitted  a  resolution  call-         — 
ing  for  information  respecting  the  robbery 

ol  the  lai-.d  office  at 828 

agreed  to 830 

report  in  reply,  referred     -        -        -        -  1165 

a  report  made 1550 

committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  John 

H.  Piatt 1661 

Van   Rensselaer,   Stephen,   of  New  York,    at- 
tended   793 

Van  Syckel,  Elijah,   a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  re- 
ported and  read  twice    -         .         -         .  1651 
Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  .         -         -2396 

read  twice  and  referred       ....  2431 
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Van  Syckcl,  Elijah— continued. 

bill  reported  without  ameniloient 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -         w         - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -         . 

Van  W>ck,  William,  of  Aew  York,  attended    . 

Venable,  Sarah,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of.  and 

Jane  Morgan  -         -         -         -         . 

read  twice,  and  referred     .         - 

reported  without  amendment     - 

amended,  and  laid  on  the  table  - 
Vessels,  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
granting  bounty  to  certain      - 

a  bill  to  allow  bounty  to,  employed  in  the 
cod  fisheries,  reported  and  read  twice      - 

•ordered  to  the  thud  reading 

read  ihe  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         . 

the  Committee  on  Commerce  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  exempting, 
employed  in  canals  in  IScw  York,  from' 
the  necessity  of  being  licensed 

a  report  made  that  it  is  inexpedient    - 

concurred  in      -         ....         _ 

a  bill  to  authorize  masters  of,  to  clear  out 
at  Petersburg  or  Richmond,  reported  and 
read  twice      -         -         .         .         . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

amendmenia  received  and  concurred  in 

Mr.  Vinton  submitted  a  resolution  in  rela- 
tion to  steam  -         -         ,      .   . 

agreed  to,  and  referred        -         .         .         . 

a  report  made,  accompanied  by  a  bill  regu- 
lating steamboats,  read  twice 

considered  ----.. 

postponed  until  next  session 

Mr.  Condict  submitted  a  resolution  in  rcla- 
tion  to  diaasttrs  on  steam        -         -         . 

agreed  to  ----.. 

Vinton,  Samuel  F.,  of  Ohio,  attended 

remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  respecting 
steam  vessels  -         .         .         . 

Virginia,  a  bill  to  alter  the  judicial  districts  of, 
reported  and  read  twice  .         -         . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
a  Message  from  the  President  in  relation  to 
the  claim  of,  for  certain  advances,  referred 
the  committee  discharged  and  the  Message 
laid  on  the  table     - 
Virginia  Military  Land  Warrants.     (See  Ohio.) 

W. 

Wabash  and  Miami  rivers,  a  bill  to  open  a  canal 

between  the,  reported  and  read       -         -     829 
considered  -         .         .  2534^  .^gOO,  2603 


2172 

2465 
2481 
2487 


2295 
2464 
2465 


2130 

2481 
27  12 

2670 
2670 

2694 
2707 
2709 

2765 

2766 

794 

-  2670 

1765 
2676 

2295 

2317 


ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 

Wade,  Elisha,  an  adverse  report  on  the  case  of 
laid  on  the  table     -         -         .         .         . 
War  Department,  the   Comn.ittec  on  Expendi- 
tures in  the.  appoinUd    -         .         .         . 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the,  transmit* 
ting  a  statement  of  coi.iractjj,  laid  on  the 
table      ----.. 
Ward  Samuel.     (See  Chandler.   Wa/ler  S.) 
^^  arfield,  Henry  R.,  of  Maryland,  attended        - 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolutions  in  regard    to 

the  intended  visit  of  Lafayette 
remarks  of,  on  the  TarilFbill 


2601 
2606 

913 
799 
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797 

1101 
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1762 
1763 
1765 
1869 


Washington,  Mr.  Breck  submitted  a  resolution 
lor  the  purchase  of  Peale's  portrait  of, 
read 

read  the  second  time  -         .         .         . 

referred     .-...,         ^ 

amendments  reported         .... 

the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
purchasing  three  of  Capcllanos  busts  of  2480 

a  report  made  and  concurred  in  -         -  2499 

Washington,  City  of.  Mr.  Mercer  presented  the 

petition  of  the  Corporation    of.  praying 

amendments  to   the  act  of  incorporation, 

referred  ----.. 

a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  to  incorpo- 
rate, reported  and  read  twice 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

amendments  received  .... 

re.id  and  referred         -         -         .         -         . 

agreement  reported  and  adopted 

Mr.  Wright  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
Provident  Association  of  Clerks  in,  pray, 
ing  a  modification  of  the  act  incorporating 
said  Association,  referred 

a  select  committee  appointed  to  report  con. 
cerning  the  sale  of  loU  in        -         .         . 
a  report  made    ---... 
considered  --.-.. 

concurred  in     -         .         .         .         .         . 

Washington  Canal  Company,  a  report  of  the, 

referred 

Wayne,  laaac.  of  Pennsylvania,  attended  - 
Ways  and  Means,  the  Committee  of.  appointed 
Webster,  Daniel,  of  J^fassachust'itu,  attended     - 
remarks  of,  on   offering  his    resolution  for 

sending  an  Agent  to  Cireece  - 
speech  of,  on  the  same       -         .         .  1084.  1190 
remarks  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Poinsett's  motion' 
to  defer  the  consideration  of  said  resolu- 
tion       --.-... 
on  Mr.  Breck's  resolution  in  relation  to  com- 
merce with  Greece  -         -         .         . 
on  a  bill  concerning  marshal.-*'  fees     - 
on  the  bill  respecting  costs  in  suila  bv  paten- 

^♦^" 894,  932,  931 

on  a  report  respecting  a  system  of  l»ank- 

'''P\^y. 890 

on   submitting  a   resolution   in   relation   to 

bankruptcy 2762 

on  the  Tariff  bill      1695,  1699.  1701,  1867,' 1869* 
^     .  1888.  1901 

speech  of.  on  the  same       ....  2026 
remarks  of.  on  the  Address  of  Xinian   Ed- 
wards   -         .         .         .  245i,  2473,  2475 
on  the  Occupying  Claimant  laws  of  Ken- 

^^;^^y-         - 2619 

on  the  adjournment    .         -         2599.  2650,  2656 
Wells,  Bezalecl,  a  bil!  for  the  relief  of,  reported 
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1960 
2504 
2507 
2712 
2713 
2758 


1428 

1 739 
2602 
2607 
2616 

2465 
793 

798 
793 

805 


919 

871 
893 


remarks  of,  on  the  adjournment  2649.  26.57 


and  read  twice 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed   - 

West  Baton  Rouge.      (See  fiaton  Hou're.) 

West  Florida.     (See  F/<^ida.) 

Weymouth,  Dean.  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of 
read  twice  and  referred 
reported  without  amendments     - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
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Weymouth.  Dean— continued.  p,gp 

bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .  .  2M)8 
the  Senate  disagree  to  the  amendments  -  2631 
the  House  recede  therefrom        -         .  .  2632 

a  biU  for  the  relief  of,  reported  and  read 

twice     --..._         ^  2144. 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        .         .         .  2505 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         .         .  2506 
Wharton.  Samuel,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  report- 
ed, and  read  twice  -         .         .         .     aja 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        .         -         .     931 
read  the  third  time,  and  pasted  -         .         .     932 
Wheat,  the  Committee  on  Commerce  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  impos- 
ing a  duty  on  imported  .         -         .         .     g^l 
.   W^heaton,  Joseph,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of.  reported 

and  read  twice       -         -         .         .  .     ggg 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         •      ^  2489 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         .         .  2491 
Wheeling.      (He e  Road.)                                    ^"  • 
Whipple,  Thomas,  of  New  Hamp^^hire,  attended     793 
White,  David,  of  Kentucky,  attended          .         -     7'J4 
White.  John,  Mr.   Herrick   presented  the  peti- 
tion   of ,     J-rg-. 

White,  Joseph   M.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  and 

William     Davidson,    reported    and    read 

twice     ---...,  2.551 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         -         .  2699 

r«ad  the  third  time,  und  passed  ...  2700 

White,  Samuel,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of        -  1857 

read  twice,  and  referred      •         -         -         .  1970 

reported  without  amendment      .         .         -  1873 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2713 

Whitman,  Lemuel,  of  Connecticut,  attended     -     793 
Whittlesey,  Elisha,  of  Ohio,  attended         -         .     794 
Wickiiffe,  Charles  A.,  of  Kentucky,  attended    .     794 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mrs. 

Perry     --.....     973 
on  the  Tariff  bill        -         -  1188    1613,1678 

on  the  Senate  amendments  to  the  Appropri- 
ation bill        ---...   1949 
speech  of,  on  the  Occupying  Claimant  laws 

of  Kentucky  -         .         -         -         .  2.527 

remarks  of,  on  the  adjournment         -         -  2650 
Widow*  and  Orphans.      (See  Pensions.) 
*'  Willurn,"  a  bill  to  authorize  a  register  for  the 

brig,  reported  and  read  twice  -  -   1322 

considered  -  -         -         .         .         .   1,344 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  2506 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         -  2508 

Williams,  Isaac,  of  New  York,  attended  -  -     793 

Williams,  Jared,  of  \'irginia,  attended      •         -     794 

(See  Contested  Election.) 
Williams,  Lewis,  of  North  Carolina,  attended    -     794 
speech  of.  on  the  Tariff  bill  .  -         -2100 

Williams.  Thomas,  a  bill  lor  the  relief  of,  re- 
ported and  read  twice    ....    1502 
ordered  to  the  third   reading       ...  2497 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .         -  2500 

Wilmot,  John,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of.  reported 

and  read  twice       -         -         .         .         .   1567 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2498 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -  2500 

Wilson,  laaac,  of  New  York  attended         -         -     793 

(••^ee  Contested  Election.) 
Wilson,  James,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended  -     793 

Wilson,  John,  oi  South  Carolina,  attended  -  794 
Wil-on,  Henry,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended  -  835 
Wilson,  William,  of  Ohio,  attended  -         -     791 


cxxx 


P«ge. 


Wood,  Joseph,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 

and  referred  -.--..  1Q43 

reported  without  amendment     -         -         .   1064 

ordered  to  the  third  reading         .         -         -2505 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         .  2507 

Wood,  Silas,  of  New  York,  attended         -         -     793 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  relief  of  Daniel  D. 
Tompkins      -       ..         .'        ;        .         .     924 

remarks  of,  on   Mr.   Breck's   resolution    re- 
specting commerce  with  Greece       -     871.872 

on  Mr.  Webster's  resolution  for  sending  an 
-\ gent  to  Greece    -         -         -        .        .  1132 

remarks  of,  on   the   bill   for  the  surveys  of 
roads  and  canals    -         -         .         .         .   1053 

speech  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill        -        .         .  2O68 
Woods,  William,  of  New  York,  attended  .     793 

a  certificate  of  the  election  of,  presented  and 

referred ,       -     814 

Woollen  Manufactures,  Mr.  Webster  presented 
a  petition  of  the  manufacturers  of  MasAi- 
chusetts,  praying  an  additional  duty  on 
foreign,  referred §03 

Mr.  Eddy  presented  a  similar  petition  from 

Rhode  Island,  referred  .         .         -         -     828 
Wooster,   General  David,  Mr.   Tomhnson   sub- 
mitted a  resolution  calling  for  information 
respecting  monument  to         -         -         .   1528 

agreed  to  ......   1551 

Wright,  John  C,  of  Ohio,  attended  -         -     794 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  costs  in 

suits  by  patentees  ....     909 

remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill      -  1502,  1745 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  relief  of  Daniel  D. 

Tompkins 2686 

Wyandot  Indians,  a  bill  reserving  a  certain  tract 

of  land  to  the,  reported  and  read  twice    -   1792 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -  2696 

Y. 

Yandes,  Peter,  a  bill  for  the   relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice 1768 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         .  .  2500 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -  2504 

Yeas  and   Nays,  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  for 

the  relief  of  Jacob  Schaeffer    -         -         -     888 
on  admitting  Parmenio  Adams  to  a  seat    -     914     I 
on  the  engrossment  of  the  bill   for  surveys  / 

of  roads  and  canals         ....  1041     1 
on  a  motion  to  recommit  said  bill       -         -  1463 
on  its  indefinite  postponement  -         -         -   1467 
on  the  third  reading  ....   1468 

on  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 

military  service      .....   1617- 

on  amending  the  thirty-first  rule         .         .   1776. 

on  the  Appropriation  bill  .         -  1782,  1959 

on  the  Massachusets  Contested  Election  -   1855 

on  amendments  to  the  Tariff  bill    -         -  2235, 

2255,    2257,    2287,    2289,    2290,    2291,    2293, 

2294,   2310,    2311,    2313,    2314,    2316.    2327, 

2328,  2329,  2332,  2337,  2341,  2342.  2343 

on  laying  said  bill  on  the  Uble  -         -         .  2427 

o\\  Its  final  passage 2429' 

on  Senate  amendments  to  said  bill  2621,  2626, 

2627,  2628.  2633,  2634 
on  agreeing  with  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee of  conference  -         -         -  2673,  2674 
on    Mr.  Owens'   resolution    respecting    the 
effect  of  the  Tariff  bill    -         1623,  1629,   16S1 
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Yeas  and  Xays — continued.  Page. 

on  striking  out  a   certain   appropriation  in 

the  Fortification  bill        -         -         ...  2463 
on  a  motion  to  recommit  said  bil!      -         -  2469  i 
on  referring  the  joint  resolution  respecting  ' 

the  adjournment     -  -         -         .  .  2470  I 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  the  relief  ' 

of  Daniel  D.  Tompkins  -         -         -  2501 

on  the  passage  of  the  bill  for  relief  of  certain  I 

persons  who  imported  goods  into  Casliixe  2548  ' 
on  the  postponement  of  the   bill   to   create  ; 

stock  for  the  Florida  Treaty  awards      -  2555  i 


Yeas  and  Nays — continued, 
on  the  passage  of  said  bill 

on  the  passage  of  the  bill  for  the  improve- 
ment  of  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  and 
Mississippi  rivers  -         -         .         .         . 

on  the  passage  of  the  Post  Office  bill 
on  amendments  to  the  bill   for  Daoicl  D. 
Tompkins     ----.. 

on  the  passage  of  saiJ  bill         ... 

on  the  passage  of  the  bill  to  fix  the  western 

boundary  of  Arkansas    •         .         .         . 


Page. 

2574 


2596 
2683 

2693 

2697 

2761 
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A.  Page. 
Alabama,  an   act  for  the  survey  of  public   and 

private  lands  in  the  southern  part  of       -  3200 
an  act  for   the  better   organization   of  the 

district  courts  ;n 3202 

an  act  declaring  the  consent  of  Congress 

to  certain  acts  of 3218 

Alexandria,  an  act  to  confer  certain  powers   on 

the  levy  court  of 3247 

an  act  further  to  regulate  the  inspecti  du  of 

flour  in 3273 

American  Manufactures,  a  memorial  from  Penn- 
sylvania praying  the  encouragement  of  -  3172 
Appropriations,  an  act  making,  for  Congress     -  3196 
an  act  making,  for  the  military  service  3200,  3266 
'TV        an  act  making,  for  the  support  of  Govern- 
ment      3204 

an  act  making,  for  the  Navy      .         .         -  3214 
an  act  making,  for  fortifications         -         -  3216 
Arkansas,  an  act  to  furnish,  with  an  abstract  of 

military  bounty  lands     ....  3193 
an  act  confirming  certain  acts  of  the  Gov- 
ernor of  .--...  3212 
an  act  to  fix  the  western   boundary  line  of  3241 
an  act  concer^iing  claimants  to  lands    in,  j 

and  Missouri 3259  1 

an   act  to  extinguish  the   Quapau  title  to 

'ands  in 3269 

an  act  respecting  pre-emption  rights  in       -  3275 
Auction  Sales,  a  memorial  from  the  citizens  of 

Baltimore  in  relation  to  -         -         -  3128 

B.  i 

Baltimore,  a  memorial  from   the  merchants  and  ' 

others  of,  respecting  auction  sales  -         -  3128 
a  memorial  from  citizens  of,  in   relation  to 

the  larifT 3159  < 

Bankruptcy,  a  memorial  from  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  of  Philadelphia  respecting  an 
uniform  system  of  -         -         .         -  3112 

Baton  Rouge,  an   act  respecting  a  public  lot  at  .3259 

Boston,  a  memorial  from,  against  the  Tariff  bill  307'J 
a  memorial  from,  in   relation  to   the  pros- 
pects, &c.,  of  the  Greeks         -         .         -  3107 

Burial  Ground,  an   act   for   enclosing  the  Con- 
gressional     ......  3ojg  I 

Capitol,  an   act  making  appropriations  for  fur- 

ni.<h:ng  the  rooms  ia  the         -         .         -  3361 


Page. 

I  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  a  memorial    from, 

against  the  Tariff 3075 

an  act  for  the  survey  of  the  harbor  of,    Su 
Mary,  and  the  coast  of  Florida        -         •  3273 

Clerks,  an  act  to  authorize  the  emplovment  of 
an  additional  number  uf,  in  the  several 
Departments  .....   3235 

Cocke,  William,  an  act  to  compensate      •         -  3240 

Cod  Fisheries,  an  act  to  allow  bounty  in  certain 

cases  to  vessels  employed  in  the     -         •  3242 

Columbia  Institute,  an   act  for   the    benefit    of 

the 3244 

Columbus,  a  resolution  providing  a  place  of  de- 
poaite  for  the  portrait  of,  and  for  the  dis- 
tribation  of  a  number  of  copies  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence  •         -  3279 

Commerce,  a  report  of  the  Committee  of,  re- 
specting commerce  with  Great  Britain  -  3065 

Congress,  an  act  making  appropriations  for       -  3196 

Connecticut,  a  memorial  from  the  merchants  of, 

concerning  manufactures,  &c.         -         -  3124 

Cotton   Manufacturers,    a    memorial  from    the, 

of  Rhode  I»land 3114 


Debt,  an  act  for  the  relief  of  persons  imprisoned 

for         - 3195 

an  act  supplementary  to  the  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  persons  imprisoned  for  -         .  3314 

Declaration  of  Independence.      (See  Columbut.) 

District  of  Columbia,  an  act  to  alter  the  times  of 

holding  the  courts  in  the         .         -         -  3218 
an  act  to  regulate  the   fees  of  the  registers 
of  wills  in  the 3245 

Donnelson,  John,  an  act  for  the  relief  of,  Ste- 
phen Heard,  and  others  ...  4243 

Duties,  an  act   concerning,  on  tonnage  and  im- 
ports       3193 

an  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  imposing, 
on  imports 3221 

E. 

Edwardsville  and  Springfield,  an   act  to  define 

the  boundary  line  between     -         •         .  3203 

V 

A      . 

Florida,  an  act  for  the  settlement  of  private  land 

claims  in 3198 

an  act  for  opening  certain  roads  in     -         -  3199 
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Florida — continued.  Page, 

an  act  giving  sanction  to  certain  acta  of  the 

Legislature  of         .         -         -         .         -  3213 
an  act  providing  land  for   the  Seat  of  Gov- 
ernment of 3232 

an  act   granting   donations   of  land  to  cer- 
tain actual  settlers  in     -         -         -         .  3267 
an  act  for  the  survey  of  the  coast  of  -         -  3273 
Fortifications,  an  act  making  appropriations  for 

certain 32 IG 

French  Spoliations,  copies  of  the  correspon- 
dence called  for  by  Congress  in  relatiun  to  2936 

G. 

General  Land  Office,  an  act  to  authorize  the  em- 
ployment of  certain  assistants  in  the       -  3204 

Government,  an  act  making  approf riations  for 

the  support  of 3204 

Great  Britain,  a  report  respecting  commerce 
with      ....... 

Greece,    certain  documents  called    fur  by  Con- 
gress in  relation  to  the  condition  and  pros- 
pects of  ...... 

a  memorial  from  New  York   respecting  the 

independence  of    - 
a  memorial  from  Boston  in  relation  to  the 
prospects  of    - 

Gregory,  Lieutenant  Francis,  an  act  rewarding 
the  officers  and  crews  of  two  boats  under 
the  command  of     - 


.3065 

2917 
3105 
3107 


.3217 


H. 


Heard,  Stephen,  an  act  for  the  relief  of    -         -  3243 
Hogan,  John  B.,  an  act  to  repeal  an  act  for  the 

relief  of 3217 

I. 

Illinois,  an  act  to  alter  the  times  of  holding  the 

District  Court  in 3213 

Indian  Treaties,  an  act  to  enable  the  President 

to  hold  treaties  With  certain  Indians         -  3226 
an  act  for  carrying  into  effect  certain         -  3271 

J. 

Johnson,  John  T.,  an  act  for  the  relief  of  -  3240 

Jones,  George,  and  others,  a  memorial  of,  against 

any  alteration  of  the  Tariff    -         -         -  3155 

Kentucky,  an   act  to  change  the   terms  of  the 

District  Court  in 3201 

an    act  to  change   the  terms  of  the  Circuit 
and  District  Courts  in   -         •         -         •  3213 

L. 

Land  Claims,  an  act  concerning,  in  Florida      -  3198 
an    act    concerning,  in    .Missouri   and  Ar- 
kansas   3259 

Land    Offices,  an  act  supplementary  to  the  act 

to  provide  for  the  correction  of  errors  in  3239 
an  act  to  establish  one  in  Missouri     -         -  3265 

Lands,  an  act  changing  the  mode  of  surveying, 

on  any  river,  bayou,  or  water  course       -  3232 
an   act  to  provide  for  the  sale  of,  conveyed 
to  the  United  States  in  certain  cases       -  3274 

Lafayette,  a  resolution    in  relation    to    an    in-  I 

tended  visit  of  the  Marquis  de        -         -  3279 

Library  of  Congress,  an  act  making  an  appropri- 
ation for  the  use  of  the,  and  for  furnish- 
ing the  rooms  in  the  Capitol  -        -  3251 

Lighthouses.  Beacons,  &c.,  an  act  to  authorize 

the  building  of  certain    -         -     '   -         -  3254 


Page. 
Louisiana,  an  act  supplementary  to  the  act  con- 
cerning lands  ID,  lying  between  the  Rio 
Hondo  and  Sabine  rivers         -         .         . 
an  act  to  regulate  the  mode  of  practice  in 
the  courts  of  ..... 

Ludlow's  and  Roberts*  lines,  an  act  respecting 
lands  l)etween        ..... 

M. 

Manufactures,  a  memorial  from  the  Pennsylva- 
nia Society  for  the  encouragement  of 

Marshals,  Clerks,  &c.,  an  act  to  repeal  in  part 
an  act  to  lessen  the  compensation  of 

Maryland,  an  act  to  alter  the  times  of  holding 
the  Circuit  Court  for  the  fourth  circuit  in 

Memphis,  an  act  making  a  road  from,  to  Little 
Rock 

Miami,  an  act  to  a«thorize  the  opening  of  a  road 
from,  to  Detroit     -         -         -         -.        - 

Miami  river.     (See  Wabash.) 

Michael,  John,  an  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs 
of 

Military  Land  Warrants,  an  act  to  complete  the 
issue  and  location  of       -         -         -         - 

Military  Service,  an   act  making  appropriations 

for  the 

an  act  making  further  appropriations  for  the 

Miller,  James,  an  act  confirming  certain  acts  of 

Mississippjr  River,  an  act  to  improve  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  Ohio  and      .... 

Missouri,  an  act  to  alter  the  times  of  holding  the 

District  Court  in 

an  act  to  enable  claimants  to  lands  in,  and 

Arkansas  to  institute  proceedings  - 
an  act  to  establish  additional  land  offices  in 
an  act  to  complete  the  southern  and  western 

boundary  of  - 
an  act  supplementary  to  the  act  for  the  set- 
tlement of  claims  to  lands  in - 

.Mobile,  an  act  granting  certain  lots  to  the  cor- 
poration of    -----         - 

N. 

Nantucket.     (See  Pensacola.) 

Naturalization,  an  act  in  addition  to  the  act  to 
establish  an  uniform  rule  of  - 

Navy,  an  act  making  appropriations  for  the  -    - 

New  Haven,  a  memorial  from,  against  the  Tariff 
bill 

New  York,  a  memorial  from,  aga:n6t  the  Tariff 

bill 

a  memorial  from,  respecting  the  independ- 
ence of  Greece 

0. 

Officers  of  Congress,  an  act  to  fix  the  compensa- 
tion of 3197 

Ohio,  a  memorial  and  resolution  from  the  Legis- 
lature   of,  respecting  lands  reserved    for 
schools  -         -         -         -         -         -  3166 

an  act  to  change  one  of  the  terms  of  the 
Circuit  Court  in 3213 

Ohio  and  Mississippi  Rivers,  an  act  to  improve 

the  navigation  of  the      ...         -  3227 

Osage  Indians,  an  act  to  provide  an  agent  for 

the 3220 

P. 

Pensacola,  an  act  to  allow  a  salary  to  the  col- 
lectors of  Nantucket  and,  and  to  abolish 
the  office  of  surveyor  at  ...  3249 
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3172 
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3266 
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Public  AOs  and  Resolutions. 


Fennsylvania,  a  memorial  from,  respecting  the 

modification  of  the  Tariff         -  3109.3159 

a  memorial  from  the  Society  to  encourage 
American  manufacturea  in      -         -         -  3270 

an  act  to  alter  the  judicial  districts  of           -  3253 
Pensions,  an  act  to  extend  half  pay,  to  widows 
and  orphans  of  officers,  seamen,  and  ma- 
rines       3197 

an  act  to  extend  the  term  of,  to  persons  dis- 
abled, and  widows  and  orphans  of  those 
slain  in  private  armed  vessels  -         -  3211 

an  act  concerning  certain  invalid        -         -  3230 

an  act  to  revive  and  extend  the  term  of 
certain  .-.-..  3242 

Petersburg,  Va.,  a  memorial  from,  respecting  the 

Tariff 3139 

(See  Richmond.) 

Philadelphia,  a  memorial  from  the,  Chamber  of 

Commerce  against  the  Tariff  bill    -         -3142 

Plymouth  Beach.     (See  Presque  Isle.) 

Point  Coupee,  an  act  granting  a  tract  of  land  to 

the  inhabitants  of 3243 

Portugal,  sundry  documents  respecting  the  pres- 
ent state  of  commercial  relations  with    -   3035 

Pre-emption,  an  act  granting  certain,  rights  to 

the  counties  of  each  State  and  Territory  3270 
an  act  concerning  the  right  of,  in  Arkansas  3275 

Presque  Isle,  an  act  for  improving  the  harbor  of, 

and  repairing  Plymouth  Beach        -         -  3249 

Purchasers  of  Public  Lands,  an  act  to  provide 

for  the  extinguishment  of  debt  due  by    -     3219 
an  act  explanatory  of  said  act    -         -         -  3231 


o 


R. 

Registers  of  Wills,  an   act  to  regulate  the  fees 

of,  in  the  District  of  Columbia 
Richmond,  a  memorial  from,  against  the  Tariff 

bill 

an  act   to  authorize   masters  of  vessels   to 

clear  out  at  either  Petersburg,  or     - 
Rio  Hondo  River.      (See  Louisiana.) 
Road,  an  act  making  a,  from  Memphis  to  Little 

Rock 

an  act  making  a,  from  Miami  to  Detroit     • 

8. 

School  Landa,  a  resolution  and  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of  Ohio  respecting 

S«minole  War,  an  act  explanatory  ot  the  act  for 
the  relief  of  persons  engaged  in  the 

Sinking  Fund,  a  report  of  the  Commissioners  of 
the 

Slater,  Samuel,  and  others,    cotton  manufactu- 
rers, a  memorial  of        -         -         .         . 
Slave  Trade,  sundry   documents  in  relation   to 
the  African    ----.. 
articles  of  a  convention  for  the  suppression 
of  the  African         -         -         -         .         . 
South  Carolina,  an  act  to  alter  the  times  of  hoi  J- 
-    ing  the  circuit  and  district  courU  of 


3245 
3098 
3235 


31951 
3251 


3166 

I 
3238: 

3072  I 

3114' 
3001  1 

3022  ' 

I 

3235 


St.  Helena  and  Jackson  Courthouse,  an  act  sup- 
plementary   to    the    act    respecting    land 

claims  at 3230 

Stock,  an  act  to  authorize  the  purchase  of  seven 

per  cent 3196 

an  act  for  the  creation  of  certain       -         -  3228 
an  act  to  authorize  the  eichauge  of  certain  3249 

T. 
Tariff,  a  memorial  from  Charleston,  South  Caro- 
/O  lina.  against  the  increase  of  the 

a   memorial  from   Boston   and    its   vicinity 

against  the 

a   memorial   from   the    Chamber    of  Com 

merce  of  New  York  against  the     ■ 
a  memorial  from  Rensselaer  county.  New 
York,  against  the  bill     .... 
memorial  from  Richmond  and  Manches- 
ter, Virginia,  against  the  bili  - 
a    memorial  from    Pennsylvania,  asking    a 
modification  of  the  bill  -         -           3109, 
a  memorial  from  the  cotton  manufacturers 
of  Rhode  Island,  respecting  the 
Q^one  from  Petersburg,  Virginia,  on   the  sub- 
ject of  the 

one  from   the    Chamber  of  Commerce    of 

Philadelphia  in  relation  to  the 
one  from  New  Haven  against  the  bill 
one  from  George  Jones  and  others  against 

the  bill 

one  from  the  city  of  Baltimore  against  the 

bill 

an  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  respecting 

the 

Tompkins.    Daniel  D.,  an  act  appropriating  a 
certain  sum  to        - 
an  act  for  the  payment  of  the  claims  of 
Tonnage  and  Impost,   an  act  concerning  duties 

of 

Turnpike  Company,  an  act  to  amend  an  act  for 

the  establishment  ot  a,  in  Alexandria     • 

Tuscaloosa,  art  act  granting  certain  lots  to 

Tuscarawas  county,    an    act    concerning   three 

tracts  of  land  in 

V. 

Vessels,  an  act  to  allow  bounty  in   certain  cases 

to,  engaged  in  the  codfisheries    - 
Virginia,  an  act  to  alter  the  judicial  districU  of 
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Wyandot  Indians,    an   act  reserving  to  the,    a 

certain  tract  of  land        ....  3241 
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